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Standing  Committee  Speaks  to  the  Churches 


It  is  an  unusual  thing  for  Standing  Committee  to  be 
called  together  between  Annual  Conferences.  A  few 
times  in  our  history  emergencies  have  made  this  pro- 
cedure seem  wise.  Such  a  situation  conditioned  the 
calling  of  this  meeting. 

The  Ocean  Grove  Annual  Conference  appointed  an 
Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious  Objectors  con- 
sisting of  M.  R.  Zigler  (chairman),  Paul  H.  Bowman, 
and  Ross  D.  Murphy.  The  Conference  also  authorized 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  to  take  charge  of  the 
large  program  of  peace,  relief,  and  refugee  work.  This 
committee  is  made  up  of  two  members  appointed  by  the 
General  Mission  Board,  two  members  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  a  fifth  member  appointed 
by  the  four  members  from  the  boards,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious  Ob- 
jectors, who  is  a  member  by  virtue  of  his  office. 

The  action  of  Annual  Conference  was  surely  wise  in 
creating  and  authorizing  these  committees.  At  that  time 
we  could  not  see  what  the  future  would  bring  forth  but 
we  wanted  to  be  prepared.  Since  the  Ocean  Grove 
Conference  there  have  been  many  changes.  The  need 
for  relief  and  refugee  work  has  multiplied.  A  con- 
scription law  was  passed.  Our  young  men  were  re- 
quired to  register.  Some  have  received  their  question- 
naires and  have  been  classified.  The  committees  men- 
tioned above  have  been  doing  excellent  service  and  de- 
serve the  gratitude  of  the  brotherhood.  They  faced 
problems  of  such  magnitude,  of  such  a  vital  concern  to 
the  whole  church,  and  of  such  immediate  concern,  that 
the  officers  of  Conference  felt  it  wise  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Standing  Committee  in  writing  and  ask  their 
vote  on  the  calling  of  a  meeting.  The  vote  was  favor- 
able and  Standing  Committee  met  at  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Chicago,  Dec.  18  and  19.  Fifty  of  the 
Standing  Committee  members  were  present  together 
with  some  members  of  General  Church  Boards,  the  El- 
gin Staff,  members  of  Bethany  Faculty,  some  key  dis- 
trict peace  workers,  members  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  the  Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious 
Objectors,  and  a  few  active  pastors.  For  awhile  there 
were  a  few  representatives  from  the  Grace  Brethren 
Church  and  the  Dunkard  Brethren  Church  which  we 
were  glad  to  welcome.  While  Standing  Committee  was 
the  voting  body,  it  was  felt  that  we  should  all  share  to- 
gether with  the  purpose  of  mutual  helpfulness  in  arriv- 
ing at  the  wisest  decisions. 

It  is  recognized,  of  course,  that  the  function  of  Stand- 
ing Committee  is  advisory.  What  Standing  Committee 
says  to  the  churches  cannot  be  taken  as  Conference  de- 
cisions. However,  to  have  the  churches  to  send  dele- 
gates for  another  general  conference  would  have  meant 
a  large  expense.  The  officers  of  Conference  felt  that  the 
Standing  Committee,  representing  the  districts  of  the 
brotherhood,  together  with  other  leaders  of  the  church, 
would  be  in  a  position  to  think  through  the  problems 
immediately  confronting  the  church  in  such  a  way  as  to 
advise  the  churches. 

Unity  Prevailed 

The  voice  of  Standing  Committee  will  mean  more  to 
the  churches  because  it  comes  with  a  rare  spirit  of 
unity.  The  problems  were  discussed  freely  and  ma- 
turely, but  there  were  no  sharp  divisions.  Many  re- 
marked about  the  unity.    Practically  every  motion  was 


passed  unanimously.  All  of  us  felt  that  the  Spirit  of 
God  was  pulling  at  our  heartstrings.  Standing  Com- 
mittee was  a  fellowship.    We  were  brothers  in  spirit. 

The  Status  of  the  Conscientious  Objector 

The  first  part  of  the  meeting  was  taken  up  with  re- 
ports from  the  committees  and  especially  with  the  ef- 
fort to  get  clearly  before  the  Standing  Committee  the 
present  status  of  conscientious  objectors.  Paul  Comly 
French,  a  Friend,  from  Washington,  D.  C,  was  present 
to  give  information.  Mr.  French,  who  is  employed  by 
the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  has 
done  a  great  service  in  working  with  the  government. 
Our  own  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  is  chairman  of  this  board 
and  has  put  his  life  into  work  for  conscientious  objec- 
tors in  such  a  way  as  to  deserve  our  deepest  gratitude. 

The  section  in  the  "Selective  Training  and  Service 
Act"  dealing  with  conscientious  objectors  is  as  follows: 

"Nothing  contained  in  this  Act  shall  be  construed  to 
require  any  person  to  be  subject  to  combatant  training 
and  service,  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  who,  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief,  is 
conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  war  in  any 
form.  Any  such  person  claiming  such  exemption  from 
combatant  training  and  service  because  of  such  con- 
scientious objections  whose  claim  is  sustained  by  the  lo- 
cal board  shall,  if  he  is  inducted  into  the  land  or  naval 
forces  under  this  Act,  be  assigned  to  noncombatant  serv- 
ice as  defined  by  the  President,  or  shall,  if  he  is  found 
to  be  conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  such 
noncombatant  service,  in  lieu  of  such  induction,  be  as- 
signed to  work  of  national  importance  under  civilian 
direction." 

Thus,  under  the  law  our  young  men  may  either  take 
noncombatant  service  or  be  assigned  to  work  of  na- 
tional importance  under  civilian  direction.  Those  who 
accept  noncombatant  service  will  be  regular  members 
of  the  military  forces  but  will  not  participate  in  com- 
batant service.  It  will  be  service  in  the  army  of  ac- 
tual fighting.  While  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  re- 
spects individual  conscience  and  will  endeavor  to  pro- 
vide spiritual  care  for  all  young  men  who  choose  non- 
combatant  service,  yet  it  is  the  interpretation  of  our 
church  through  Conference  decisions  that  work  under 
civilian  control  is  more  in  harmony  with  the  plain 
teaching  of  Jesus  and  the  historical  position  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

In  working  out  the  program  of  civilian  work  for  con- 
scientious objectors,  the  officials  of  the  Selective  Service 
Act  have  manifested  a  splendid  attitude  of  co-operation. 
Leaders  of  the  Historic  Peace  Churches  have  been  con- 
sulted. The  government  has  offered  to  our  churches  a 
program  wherein  our  young  men  who  choose  civilian 
work  may  be  assigned  to  training  and  service  in  a  pro- 
gram for  which  the  church  is  wholly  responsible,  but 
subject  to  the  inspection  and  approval  of  the  govern- 
ment. This  means  that  the  church  will  be  responsible 
for  the  camps,  the  support  of  the  boys,  and  the  moral, 
spiritual,  educational,  and  recreational  direction  of  the 
program. 

Shall  the  Church  Assume  Responsibility? 

While  I  shall  not  in  this  article  attempt  to  give  finan- 
cial figures  and  details,  it  is  obvious  that  a  program  of 
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EDITORIAL 


The   Puzzle   and   the   Plan 

"The  unfolding  of  God's  plan  for  our  lives  is 
like  receiving  a  jig-saw  puzzle  by  mail,  one  piece 
each  day."  So  one  of  our  correspondents  puts 
it,  and  that  is  his  way  of  reminding  us  that  we 
should  not  be  too  much  surprised  when  life  looks 
meaningless.  We  do  not  have  all  the  pieces  yet 
and  perhaps  not  enough  of  them  to  indicate  what 
the  finished  picture  will  be  like. 

The  jig-saw  analogy  must  not  be  pressed  too 
far.  There  must  be  evident  purpose  and  plan 
as  we  proceed,  even  at  the  very  beginning,  but 
we  must  be  prepared  for  frequent  modification 
in  detail  and  it  may  be  sometimes  for  a  complete 
shift  in  the  program.  Always  there  must  be 
plenty  of  patient  waiting,  not  indolent,  idle  wait- 
ing but  alert  industrious,  trustful  waiting  on  the 
"Power  not  ourselves  that  makes  for  righteous- 
ness." 

It  is  the  happy  union  of  the  weakness  which  is 
ourselves  with  the  Power  which  is  not,  that  insures 
an  "unfolding  of  God's  plan  for  our  lives"  rich 
with  satisfying  meaning.  That  meaning  will  ap- 
pear in  due  time,  if  we  but  trust  and  work  and 
wait.  e.  f. 

Without  God  in  the  World 

Certain  Christians  of  Paul's  time  who  had  been 
in  that  unhappy  state,  he  said,  were  so  no  longer 
(Eph.  2:  12,  13),  but  how  could  they  ever  have 
been  without  God?  Was  he  not  and  is  he  not  al- 
ways present  everywhere? 

Yes,  but — .  You  are  without  him  unless  you 
are  with  him  and  you  are  not  with  him  unless  you 
have  spirit  contact  with  him.*  He  is  always  at 
hand,  accessible,  immediately  available,  but  that 
glorious  fact  does  you  no  good  unless  you  claim 
the  opportunity. 


You  must  respond  to  his  advances;  you  must 
open  the  door  and  invite  him  in  else  you  are  in 
very  fact  "without  God  in  the  world."  e.  f. 

Rebirth  of  a  Refugee 

The  Friends  are  leading  the  way  in  the  use  of 
the  hostel  plan  as  a  means  of  aiding  refugees 
reattain  a  normal  life.  As  we  Brethren  are  having 
some  share  in  this  work  both  at  Scattergood  in 
Iowa  and  at  Quaker  Hill  in  Indiana,  it  may  be 
of  general  interest  to  see  something  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  in  the  way  of  spiritual  rehabilita- 
tion. A  case  in  point  is  that  of  Ferdinand  Gowa, 
who  tells  his  experiences  in  the  American  Friend 
for  August  29  and  December  5  of  1940. 

The  Gowas  came  originally  from  Hamburg, 
Germany.  As  the  situation  became  increasingly 
difficult  for  them  they  sent  their  two  small  chil- 
dren to  friends  in  England.  Soon  Ferdinand  and 
his  wife  had  to  go  to  Sweden.  But  in  less  than 
a  year  it  was  clear  they  would  have  to  flee  to 
America.  On  the  way  out  of  Sweden  they  passed 
through  Stockholm  and  Malmo,  finally  sailing 
on  the  Drottningsholm  from  Gottenborg.  They 
arrived  in  New  York  City  on  March  19.  Four 
months  later  the  Gowas  were  privileged  to  come 
to  Quaker  Hill,  Richmond,  Ind.  After  three 
months  at  this  hostel  they  were  ready  to  say  good- 
by  and  face  a  new  world  on  their  own. 

But  what  happened  to  the  Gowas  during  their 
few  months  at  Quaker  Hill?  How  were  souls 
reborn  in  the  friendly  environment  of  a  hostel? 
Gowa  relates  that  at  the  time  of  his  landing  he 
was  duly  impressed  by  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  In 
New  York  City  he  was  amazed,  even  frightened 
by  the  drive  and  demands  of  city  life.  But  the 
leisurely  automobile  trip  to  Indiana  revealed  an- 
other side  of  American  living.    He  saw  the  homes 
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and  culture  of  the  real  America.  He  began  to 
feel  that  the  American  is  a  man  with  a  heart, 
perhaps  more  sympathetic  because  his  ancestors 
were  themselves  refugees  and  pioneers.  Gowa 
found  Americans  possessed  of  self-confidence, 
humor  and  a  keen  interest  in  life. 

But  in  recording  one  refugee's  impressions  of 
Americans  we  must  not  forget  the  main  purpose 
— some  analysis  of  what  was  happening  in  the 
soul  of  a  refugee.  As  Gowa  tells  it  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  the  folks  at  Quaker  Hill  regarded  him 
as  a  person  and  not  as  just  another  number.  His 
feeling  of  being  an  individual  came  back  as  he 
was  encouraged  to  tell  of  his  background.  There 
was  the  happy  day  when  he  obtained  his  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Law.  But  scarcely  had  this  happened 
when  it  became  impossible  for  him  to  practice. 
Then  he  began  work  on  a  degree  in  philosophy. 
After  that  came  the  flight  to  Sweden  and  then  to 
America.  It  was  some  relief  to  share  his  burdens 
with  those  who  tried  to  understand. 

In  this  friendly  environment  Ferdinand  relates 
that  he  began  to  see  he  could  not  hope  to  continue 
his  European  manner  of  life.  The  purpose  of  the 
hostel  was  not  to  bring  back  what  could  not  be 
restored,  but  to  shape  his  heart  and  mind  toward 
the  future.  He  was  being  allowed  to  pass  through 
a  period  of  adjustment.  He  was  being  led  to 
understand  the  American  way  of  life.  He  was 
learning  to  work  with  his  hands  as  well  as  use 
his  brain  for  study. 

All  this  was  new  to  a  man  of  Ferdinand  Gowa's 
background.  But  as  the  weeks  went  by  he  found 
that  the  business  meetings  held  at  the  hostel  gave 
the  cue  to  an  understanding  of  how  to  work  with 
others.  The  silent  meetings  brought  new  appre- 
ciation of  the  eternal  life.  And  the  more  he 
thought  things  over  the  more  he  discovered  the 
meaning  or  eternal  proportions  in  the  facts  at 
hand. 

"After  living  this  kind  of  life  for  more  than 
three  months  ...  I  felt  one  day  that  the  time 
had  come  when  it  would  be  better  to  leave  this 
protected  and  guided  life.  And  so,  toward  the 
end  of  October,  I  stood  in  the  garden  of  Quaker 
Hill  .  .  .  and  said  good-by  to  the  whole  family 
and  to  the  house  and  to  all  that  was  indoors  and 
outdoors.  Will  I  forget  all  that?  I  will  not  for- 
get, I  will  never  forget,  that  there  is  a  minority 
which  is  doing  acts  of  humanity  and  kindness  in 
a  world  of  ruthlessness  and  cruelty — a  minority 
which  is  fighting  a  fight  of  good  against  evil,  fanat- 
ically believing  that  the  good  will  be  victorious." 
This,  in  a  sketchy  way,  is  the  story  of  how  the 
souls  of  two  refugees  were  reborn  in  the  land  of 
the  free.  H.  A.  B. 


Stories  of  Our  Brethren 

Our  First  Colored  Preacher 

Listen  to  his  story: 

Samuel  Weir,  colored,  born  in  Virginia,  Bath 
County,  a  slave,  April  15,  1812. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  sold  by  his  master,  Wil- 
liam Byrd,  to  Andrew  McClure  for  $280.  Served 
McClure  nineteen  years. 

Set  free  by  McClure  though  he  could  have  sold 
Samuel  for  $1,500. 

Baptized  by  Peter  Nead  on  Sunday,  May  14, 
1843. 

Unanimously  called  to  the  ministry  by  the  Paint 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Ohio,  Aug.,  1849. 

Won  his  first  colored  converts,  Aug.,  1865,  after 
sixteen  years  of  hard  labor  and  much  discourage- 
ment. 

Authorized  to  baptize  and  to  solemnize  mar- 
riages in  1872. 

On  Feb.  9,  1881,  ordained  to  the  eldership  by 
Elders  Thomas  Major  and  Landon  West. 

Closed  his  eyes  in  death  March  15,  1884. 

Such  are  the  short  and  simple  annals  of  the 
first  Brethren  colored  preacher.    But  read  on. 

The  McClures  were  very  good  to  Samuel  in  his 
days  of  slavery.  They  had  a  little  boy,  twelve 
years  of  age,  whom  they  adored.  One  day  the  boy 
fell  from  a  horse  and  was  killed.  His  parents 
grieved  greatly.  They  began  to  think  of  the  fu- 
ture, of  their  own  spiritual  condition.  They  ap- 
plied for  membership  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. They  learned  that  the  Brethren  would  not 
baptize  slaveholders,  being  utterly  opposed  to  that 
wicked  and  inhuman  business.  They  determined 
to  set  Samuel  free  though  they  could  have  sold 
him  for  $1,500.  Then  they  were  baptized.  Their 
Christian  conduct  impressed  Samuel  deeply.  He, 
too,  thought  of  the  future  and  salvation.  The  re- 
sult was  his  baptism  by  Eld.  Peter  Nead.    But — 

Virginia  had  a  law  that  any  slave  set  free  could 
be  claimed  as  a  slave  by  another,  if  found  within 
the  state  one  year  after  he  was  set  free.  That 
raised  a  new  problem.  Benjamin  F.  Moomaw 
mounted  his  horse  and  piloted  Samuel,  who  was 
outfitted  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  a  good 
horse  by  the  McClures,  to  Ohio  and  permanent 
freedom.  There  Samuel  found  the  Brethren  to 
whom  Moomaw  recommended  him.  There  his 
church  work  began. 

Gone  are  the  McClures,  gone  is  Samuel,  gone  is 
Moomaw,  gone  is  the  colored  church  Samuel  built 
up,  but  somewhere  over  yonder  is  the  record  of 
all  this — and  also  the  record  of  how  little  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  done  for  the  colored 
folks  in  America.  J.  e.  m. 
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THE     GENERAL      FORUM 


The  Quiet  Hour 

BY  DESSA  A.   KREPS 

In  early  morning  the  quiet  hour, 

A  place  of  prayer  apart, 
Becomes  a  means  of  peace  and  power 

In  a  believer's  heart. 
A  quiet  hour  the  Word  to  read 

Which  speaks  to  ears  that  hear 
And  gives  assurance  for  each  need, 

True  comfort  for  each  fear. 

While  thinking  on  God's  matchless  grace 

The  heart  will  bow  in  prayer, 
And  songs  of  praise  to  him  will  raise 

For  all  his  love  and  care. 
Yet  through  the  joy  hot  tears  will  flow 

For  souls  who  know  no  peace, 
As  prayer  is  made  that  they  may  know 

Salvation's  sweet  release. 

This  quiet  hour  will  grow  more  dear 

As  days  and  years  go  by — 
The  Christ  within  seem  real  and  near 

The  heart  to  satisfy  .  .  . 
Then,  child  of  God,  begin  today 

And  with  the  trial  know 
That  prayer  will  comfort,  be  your  stay 

And  cause  your  soul  to  grow. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Why  Doesn't  God  Stop  This  War? 

BY  ALBERT  C.  WIEAND 

Why  doesn't  God  stop  this  war?  Why  doesn't 
God  stop  sin  and  wickedness?  In  general,  why 
doesn't  God  compel  evil  men  to  do  good?  Why 
doesn't  he  compel  every  one  to  be  saved? 

One  might  raise  another  question.  What  would 
God  stop  if  he  would  stop  a  war?  Most  of  us,  I 
suppose,  when  we  think  of  this  would  wonder  why 
God  doesn't  stop  the  killing  and  destruction,  the 
mass  murder  and  wholesale  destruction,  the  dis- 
ruption of  business  and  all  ordinary  social  human 
relations? 

Of  course,  outwardly,  that  is  what  war  is.  It  is 
fighting,  it  is  killing,  it  is  destroying,  and  it  is  com- 
pelling people  to  do  things.  But  why  do  people 
fight?  Why  do  men  rain  bombs  by  the  hundreds 
of  tons  upon  defenseless  cities  and  citizens,  killing 
and  destroying?  Obviously,  the  purpose  of  all 
this  is  to  compel  people  to  do  what  they  want 
them  to  do.  Even  seemingly  conscienceless  war- 
riors appear  to  want  to  avoid  war,  and  profess 
that  they  want  to  avoid  it.  They  try  other  means 
of  accomplishing  their  ends  before  they  resort  to 
war,  and  even  after  the  war  is  over  and  the  fight- 
ing ceases,  there  is  still  the  attempt  to  compel 
others  to  do  what  they  want  them  to  do.    So  we 


must  conclude  that  back  of  the  fighting  and  de- 
struction there  is  the  purpose  of  compelling  others 
to  do  our  will. 

But  why  does  one  nation  wish  to  compel  an- 
other nation  to  do  its  will?  It  is  because  the  one 
nation  thinks  its  purposes  and  wishes  more  impor- 
tant than  those  of  the  other.  Therefore,  it  tries 
to  enforce  its  own  will.  Hence  it  becomes  appar- 
ent that  the  use  of  force  grows  out  of  self-interest, 
selfishness,  self-conceit.  It  is  a  situation  in  which 
one  is  determined  to  have  one's  own  way  in  spite 
of  the  opposition  of  the  other,  even  in  spite  of 
what  might  happen  to  the  other  person.  This 
means,  of  course,  that  the  one  who  compels  the 
other  feels  himself  more  important,  or  his  cause 
more  important  than  that  of  the  other.  In  the  last 
analysis  it  seems  as  if  wars  and  fightings  come 
out  of  self-interest  and  self-conceit;  selfishness 
and  self-conceit  are  at  the  roots  of  war.  In  other 
words,  egoism  and  egotism  can  serve  to  answer 
our  first  question:  What  would  God  stop  if  he 
would  stop  war?  He  would  have  to  stop  fighting. 
He  would  have  to  stop  compulsion.  He  would 
have  to  stop  selfishness  and  self-conceit.  James 
said  that  wars  and  fightings  come  out  of  our  lusts 
that  war  in  our  members.  They  are  simply  self- 
ish desires.  These  are  the  roots  and  common 
source  of  fighting,  of  wars  and  compulsions. 

Thus  that  selfishness  and  egotism  are  at  the  root 
of  the  conflict  is  evident.  In  communism  it  is  the 
interest  of  class  as  against  class;  in  fascism  it  is 
national  self-interest,  or  the  interest  of  one  nation 
at  the  expense  of  other  nations;  in  naziism  it  is  the 
egotism  of  one  race  against  another.  In  the  de- 
mocracies there  are  many  roots  and  causes  of 
war — such  as  bitterness,  selfish  demands,  indul- 
gence and  lack  of  discipline. 

The  great  psychologist,  Adler,  said  that  the  root 
of  all  of  our  troubles  is  selfishness  or  egoism — the 
everybody  looking  out  for  his  own  interests  and 
determined  to  have  his  own  self-satisfaction  at  the 
expense  of  others.  Even  though  he  is  not  a  Chris- 
tian, but  only  a  psychologist,  Adler  said  that  the 
remedy  would  be  for  each  to  love  the  other  as  he 
loves  himself. 

But  when  selfishness  and  self-conceit  are  com- 
bined and  working  together,  when  egoism  and 
egotism  work  out  together,  then  there  are  the 
direst  of  consequences.  A  couple  of  years  ago  I 
got  a  little  side  light  into  one  of  the  secrets  of  the 
present  conflict  in  Europe.  I  was  in  the  office  of 
the  German  consul.  While  waiting  to  transact  my 
business  I  picked  up  a  German  paper,  which  in- 
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sisted  that  a  German  was  so  much  better  than 
anybody  else  that  he  must  insist  upon  his  rights 
and  assert  them  on  every  occasion.     It  was  the 
most  brazen  example  of  egotism  that  I  had  ever 
seen.  But  that  has  been  the  spirit  of  naziism.  It  is 
not  the  native  spirit  of  the  German  people,  but  of 
the  nazi  ideology  and  movement.    It  is  this  wor- 
ship of  self  that  is  at  the  root  of  the  war  against 
the  Jewish  race  and  the  nazi  opposition  to  Chris- 
tianity.    It  explains  the  attempt  to  change  our 
Bibles  and  eliminate  the  Jewish  element  in  them. 
Thus  if  God  is  to  stop  this  war,  he  would  have 
to  stop  selfishness  and  all  that  it  comprehends. 
He  would  have  to  stop  self-conceit  with  humility. 
Our  Lord  himself  said,  "I  am  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart."    Humility  he  placed  in  the  very  first  beati- 
tude—"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit."    The  pub- 
lican praying  in  the  temple,  "God  be  merciful  to 
me  a  sinner,"  was  the  one  who  humbled  himself. 
Jesus  said  that  "he  who  humbles  himself  shall  be 
exalted."     The  publican,  rather  than  the  other, 
went  down  to  his  house  justified. 

When  selfishness  and  self-seeking  become  active 
and  determined  the  tendency  is  to  rationalize,  to 
insist  upon  one's  own  importance  and  the  impor- 
tance of  one's  interests.  This  is  also  true  of  na- 
tions. When  one  nation  seeks  selfish  interests 
without  regard  to  the  interests  of  others,  then  this 
nation  is  likely  to  justify  its  own  interests  and 
purposes.  This  explains  the  jingo  type  of  patriot- 
ism. "America  right  or  wrong,"  is  not  true  pa- 
triotism. It  can't  ever  result  in  the  welfare  of 
one's  country. 

Is  force,  then,  ever  legitimate?    Is  it  ever  justi- 
fiable?   In  answer  to  this  question  one  should  first 
understand  that  war  is  not  merely  the  use   of 
force,  but  "the  use  of  force  without  limit."    It  is 
the  use  "of  all  means  in  one's  power,"  no  matter 
whether  the  means  are  right  or  wrong.    Hence  it 
must  be  clear  that  one  does  not  need  to  renounce 
the  use  of  force  in  every  form  in  order  to  re- 
nounce war,  even  utterly  and  absolutely,  because 
war  is  not  merely  the  use  of  force  in  a  legitimate 
way,  but  "the  use  of  force  without  limit."    How- 
ever, the  legitimate  use  of  force  has  very  much 
more  limitation  to  it  in  the  Christian  way  than  is 
ordinarily   conceded,   even  by   confessing   Chris- 
tians.    It  is  amazing  to  contemplate  how  little 
God  uses  force  to  compel  people  to  do  even  right 
things.     God  does  not  even  compel  anyone  to  be 
saved.    Jesus  Christ  never  forced  anybody  to  be 
converted,   never   compelled   anybody   to   accept 
his  way  of  thinking.    He  pleaded  with  people,  he 
reasoned  with  people,  he  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  get  them  to  see  and  understand  and  do 
the  right,  but  he  never  forced  any  one. 


Now  whenever  egoism  and  egotism  start  fight- 
ing to  attain  their  end,  they  will  use  force  to  the 
limit,  and  that  is  what  war  is.  This  is  evident  in 
all  the  ultimatums  of  one  nation  against  another. 
They  speak  of  using  all  the  means  within  their 
power,  or  until  there  is  the  yielding  to  the  ag- 
gressor's desires. 

But  when  one  starts  using  all  the  means  within 
his  power,  or  "doing  evil  that  good  may  come,"  he 
is  using  unrighteous  means  to  promote  his  pur- 
poses.    Sometimes  people   speak  of  a  righteous 
war.    Now  there  are  many  righteous  causes,  but 
war  is  the  use  of  unrighteous  means  for  the  pur- 
pose of  righteous  ends.     But  according  to  Chris- 
tian principles,  the  example  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
practice  of  the  early  church,  this  is  never  per- 
missible.   Paul  repudiated  it  as  slander  when  peo- 
ple said  that  he  would  do  evil  that  good  might 
come.      Jesus    himself    taught    that    the    wrong 
means  were  not  from  God,  but  had  the  devil  as 
their  source.    He  said,  "The  devil  is  a  murderer 
from  the  beginning,"  and  that  "he  is  the  father  of 
all  lies."    The  thing  which  makes  war  devilish  is 
the  fact  it  leads  to  the  use  of  any  and  every  evil 
means  necessary  in  order  to  gain  one's  ends. 

Now  just  what  are  the  evils  resorted  to  in  war 
in  order  to  accomplish  a  nation's  purposes?    Mur- 
der, to  begin  with,  is  always  counted  as  one  of  the 
greatest  of  sins;  yet  war  authorizes  murder— and 
not  only  in  detail,  but  mass  murder.    Certainly  if 
murder  is  wrong  for  the  individual,  then  it  does 
not   suddenly   become   right   when   miUions   are 
slain.    A  thing  which  is  intrinsically  evil,  or  con- 
trary to  the  eternal  nature  of  things,  cannot  be 
made  right  by  the  authorization  of  any  power. 
The  apostles  pleaded  that  the  Christian  must  obey 
God  rather  than  men.     Righteous  people  in  all 
ages  have  pleaded  that  no  one  has  the  right  to 
compel  another  to  do  that  which  is  evil  in  order 
that   good  may   come.     If  God  says   a  thing  is 
wrong,  and  if  it  is  contrary  to  the  eternal  nature 
of  things,  it  certainly  cannot  be  made  right  by  any 
decree  of  church,  or  government. 

Doing  evil  that  good  may  come  is  fundamental- 
ly what  is  wrong  with  war.  It  is  this  that  is  the 
condemnation  of  war.  It  can  never  be  the  will 
of  God  that  we  should  use  evil  means  in  order  to 
accomplish  good.  The  cross  of  Christ  is  the  utter 
repudiation  of  this  philosophy  of  life.  And  if  we 
are  true  followers  of  Christ  we  will  suffer  wrong, 
we  will  "suffer  ourselves  to  be  defrauded,"  as  Paul 
said,  rather  than  commit  wrong  ourselves. 

The  reason  why  one  should  never  do  wrong  in 
order  that  good  may  come  is  that  in  doing  the 
wrong  one  starts  other  evils  in  the  world.  "Render 
to  no  man  evil  for  evil,"  because  if  you  do,  you 
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start  other  evils,  and  you  cannot  kill  evil  with  evil. 
You  only  multiply  evil  in  that  way.  The  Chris- 
tian way  is  to  overcome  evil  with  good.  Do  not 
allow  the  evil  to  overcome  you,  but  overcome  the 
evil  with  good.  That's  the  only  way  to  cure  it 
permanently. 

A  little  boy  came  home  from  school  and  said, 
"Mother,  what  would  you  do  to  Jim?  He's  my 
enemy!"  His  mother  said,  "Probably  I'd  kill  him." 
The  boy  replied,  "What?"  "I'd  kill  him,"  said  the 
mother  calmly.  "Why,  mother,  what  do  you 
mean?"  "Why,  I'd  kill  him!"  "Kill  him? 
I  can't  kill  him!"  "Yes,  you  can.  You  can 
kill  the  enemy  in  him.  For  if  you  were  to 
kill  your  enemy  physically,  the  enemy  in  his  heart 
would  still  be  there;  but  if  you  kill  the  enmity  in 
his  heart  with  kindness,  then  you  have  not  only 
one  enemy  less  but  one  friend  more,  and  you  have 
really  killed  the  evil  that  was  there." 

There  is  only  one  holy  war,  and  that  war  is  de- 
picted to  us  in  Rev.  19:  11,  ff.  Here  the  One  who 
is  faithful  and  true,  who  rides  a  white  horse  and 
wears  a  garment  sprinkled  with  blood,  goes  out 
to  make  war  in  righteousness.  But  he  kills  his 
enemies  "with  the  sword  that  proceeds  out  of  his 
mouth."  He  is  called  the  Word  of  God.  You  kill 
error  with  truth;  you  kill  hate  with  love;  you  kill 
unrighteousness  with  righteousness;  you  kill  evil 
with  good;  you  kill  enmity  with  friendship;  you 
kill  cruelty  with  helpfulness;  you  kill  misunder- 
standing with  sympathetic  understanding;  you  kill 
the  evils  in  the  world  with  the  good  things  in  the 
world. 

The  real  reason  why  even  Christian  people  do 
not  use  this  way  rather  than  war  is  because  of 
selfishness — because  this  method  is  self-crucify- 
ing, it  is  self-denying,  it  is  self-controlling,  it  de- 
mands high-powered  moral  excellence. 

Whenever  and  wherever  this  method  has  been 
tried  it  has  wrought  wonders;  it  has  created  mar- 
vels. Why,  then,  does  not  God  stop  this  war? 
Because  he  must  first  stop  hatred,  cruelty,  lying, 
propaganda,  selfishness,  egotism  and  destruction. 
But  with  what  will  he  stop  these  things?  He 
must  stop  them  with  the  good  things  which  are 
their  opposites,  which  are  the  negation  of  these 
evils.  Then  why  does  he  not  stop  the  war?  Be- 
cause he  cannot  find  enough  people  who  will  use 
love,  who  are  friendly,  kind,  gentle,  helpful,  sacri- 
ficial, and  full  of  helpfulness.  If  we  were  to  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus  Christ  we  would  re- 
move the  causes  of  war.  If  Christians  had  done 
this  there  could  be  no  war.  A  church  historian 
has  said  that  if  the  church  always  had  followed 


the  example  of  the  first  two  hundred  years  of  the 
Christian  church,  there  would  not  be  any  war, 
there  could  not  be  any  war. 
Oak  Park,  III. 


The  Imperial  Christ 

BY  W.  I.  T.  HOOVER 

HI.  Crises  in  Jesus'  Life  and  in  Ours 
A  crisis  is  a  climax,  a  critical  or  pivotal  period 
in  one's  life.    It  is  significant,  meaningful.    Each 
stage  prepares  for  the  next  one.    Much  of  the  gos- 
pel is  more  easily  understood  if  thus  considered. 

1.  The  first  crisis  in  Jesus'  life  was  at  the  time 
of  his  birth  when  Herod  through  fear  of  his  throne 
ordered  all  male  children  under  two  years  of  age 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Bethany  to  be  slain.  Of 
course  Jesus  was  unaware  of  this  crisis  but  his 
parents  understood  it. 

2.  Jesus  may  not  have  understood  his  experi- 
ences to  constitute  a  crisis  when  at  the  age  of 
twelve  he  attended  the  passover  festival  in  Jeru- 
salem but  it  was  such  nevertheless.  He  was  but 
a  boy  like  others,  one  who  attended  the  synagogue 
school  in  Nazareth,  where  he  was  taught  the  his- 
tory of  Israel.  Weeks  before  the  passover  he  must 
have  become  restless  to  go  at  once,  like  all  boys, 
when  his  parents  informed  him  that  they  expected 
to  take  him  with  them  to  the  feast.  His  imagina- 
tion must  have  been  exceedingly  active  during  the 
waiting  to  start. 

He  must  have  been  in  a  constant  state  of  ex- 
hilaration while  on  the  highway  as  he  mingled 
with  many  pilgrims.  At  the  first  sight  of  Jerusa- 
lem he  must  have  received  quite  a  thrill  which 
must  have  frequently  repeated  itself  the  nearer  he 
approached  the  great  city  and  saw  the  throngs  of 
people.  Then  in  increasing  intensity  these  thrills 
multiplied  as  he  caught  sight  of  the  great  temple, 
and  especially  as  he  saw  its  magnificence,  the  elab- 
orateness of  the  ceremonies,  the  brilliant  robes  of 
the  priests,  and  heard  the  magnificent  antiphonal 
singing. 

The  feast  symbolized  nearly  thirteen  hundred 
years  of  Israelitish  history  with  which  he  must 
have  been  familiar.  All  this  must  have  so  pro- 
foundly impressed  itself  upon  him  that  he  re- 
solved to  become  a  priest,  perhaps  a  rabbi,  a  great 
religious  teacher,  or  an  expounder  of  the  law. 
"Know  ye  not  that  I  must  be  in  my  Father's  house 
and  about  his  business?" 

3.  Another  crisis  of  profound  significance  was 
at  the  time  of  his  baptism  when  he  received  the 
"Spirit  without  measure."  This  brought  him  a 
clearer  consciousness  of  his  Messiahship,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  that  he  came  to  solve; 
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viz.,  the  problem  of  life,  the  problem  of  how  to 
live — not  how  to  make  a  living  but  how  to  make 
a  life.  Biblically  stated,  "he  came  to  seek  and  to 
save  the  lost."  During  the  centuries  the  exposi- 
tion of  this  statement  has  occasioned  a  lot  of  theo- 
logical nonsense.  "He  came  that  they  might  have 
life  and  that  more  abundantly."  This  statement 
has  fared  at  times  little  better  than  the  other 
one.  But  philosophically  stated,  he  came  to  teach 
us  and  to  show  us  how  to  live.  How  to  live  in  all 
human  relationships.  He  came  not  to  teach  us 
how  to  die  but  how  to  live.  Life  is  one  of  the  big- 
gest words  in  Jesus'  vocabulary.  Roman  Cath- 
olics make  entirely  too  much  of  Jesus'  death  and 
not  enough  of  his  daily  life. 

4.  At  the  time  of  his  baptism  in  the  Jordan  Riv- 
er and  the  baptism  by  the  Holy  Spirit  he  was  so 
overpowered  by  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  he 
came  to  solve  that  he  went  into  the  wilderness 
where  he  was  tempted  forty  days  and  forty  nights. 
These  temptations  were  in  connection  with  his  ef- 
forts to  think  through  this  tremendous  problem  of 
human  living.  One  solution  after  another  pre- 
sented itself,  climaxing  in  the  three  symbolical 
temptations  recorded  by  Matt.  4:  1-11. 

At  this  time  he  secured  the  mastery  of  himself 
in  not  misapplying  his  powers,  through  not  being 
drawn  aside  into  incidental  movements  or  meth- 
ods. He  sought  the  fundamental  outlook  on  life, 
that  is,  from  the  divine  point  of  view.  He  sought 
the  bearing  of  eternity  on  the  development  of 
personality  and  good  character. 

The  first  temptation  was  to  solve  the  problem  of 
life  through  the  miraculous  route,  which  was  too 
common  during  the  Middle  Ages  and  still  hangs  on 
in  a  modified  form  in  certain  quarters.  The  sec- 
ond was  by  the  spectacular  route  which  would 
have  occasioned  much  religious  fanaticism.  The 
third  was  by  the  political  route  which  has  so  sig- 
nally failed  during  the  centuries  gone  by  and 
which  must  fail  just  as  signally  in  the  horrible 
conditions  in  Europe  and  Asia  today. 

5.  That  was  a  tremendous  crisis  in  Jesus'  life  at 
the  time  of  his  inaugural  address  in  Nazareth 
when  they  sought  to  kill  him  because  of  some 
uncomplimentary  things  he  said  about  them  and 
their  ancestors.  They  raised  that  time-honored 
prejudice,  "Is  this  not  our  fellow  citizen  and  car- 
penter of  the  town?"  "Can  any  good  thing  come 
out  of  Nazareth?"    "Come  and  see." 

Jesus  had  no  credentials  from  the  Sanhedrin, 
the  chief  priest,  college  of  Jerusalem,  or  from  any 
of  the  schools  of  the  prophets,  nor  had  he  any  or- 
dination from  the  ecclesiastical  authorities.  He 
had  no  credentials  like  we  demand  from  our  teach- 
ers, physicians,  dentists  or  engineers.    His  creden- 


tials were  like  those  of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah  or  Hosea, 
who  were  not  ordained  as  prophets.  Their  mes- 
sages were  their  credentials.  John  the  Baptist 
was  acclaimed  a  prophet  and  he  was  unordained, 
unlicensed  by  any  earthly  authority. 

6.  There  was  a  sharp  crisis  when  he  chose  the 
twelve.  But  he  could  not  evangelize  Palestine 
nor  the  world  alone,  and  yet  he  alone  could  do  it. 
So  he  chose  twelve  whom  he  trained  and  sent  out 
two  by  two.  Later  he  sent  out  seventy.  So  long 
as  he  was  alone  in  his  work,  the  Sanhedrists  had 
not  much  to  fear.  But  to  train  others  for  such 
evangelistic  work  aroused  tremendous  opposition. 
None  of  the  prophets  ever  tried  such  a  method. 

Jesus  was  thus  breaking  violently  with  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  past.  He  was  introducing  a  new 
method,  new  motive,  new  spirit,  new  meanings  of 
law,  new  interpretations.  Innovators  have  always 
had  a  hard  time. 

7.  On  one  occasion  Jesus  was  confronted  with  a 
sharp  crisis  involving  a  tremendous  temptation 
when  a  vast  multitude  were  plotting  to  make  him 
a  king.  This  was  following  the  miraculous  feeding 
of  five  thousand  men  who  saw  in  him  one  who 
could  solve  the  problem  of  providing  for  one  of 
the  imperative  needs  of  an  army;  one  who  could 
undoubtedly  throw  off  the  galling  yoke  of  the 
hated  Roman  (John  6:  15).  But  Jesus  had  fought 
out  this  temptation  once  before  (Matt.  8:  11),  and 
so  to  escape  further  embarrassment  he  withdrew 
into  a  mountain  to  be  alone  with  the  Father. 

8.  Probably  the  supreme  crisis  was  while  in  the 
Garden  of  Gethsemane  (Mark  22:  44)  because 
the  agony  of  his  soul  was  so  great  that  to  save  him 
from  complete  collapse  (death)  "an  angel  from 
heaven  appeared  to  strengthen  him.  He  fell  into 
an  agony  and  prayed  with  great  intensity,  his 
sweat  dropping  to  the  ground  like  drops  of  blood." 
It  gives  the  Christian  great  comfort  and  joy  to  be 
assured  that  no  one  need  be  tempted  above  that 
which  he  is  able  to  bear  (1  Cor.  10:  13). 

9.  With  respect  to  ourselves,  each  one  of  us 
comes  into  the  World  with  a  physical  endowment 
which  conditions  our  mentality.  For  this  we  are 
not  responsible  though  we  are  within  the  limits  of 
the  inherited  potentiality;  we  are  also  to  some  de- 
gree the  kind  of  potentiality  we  transmit  to  our 
offspring. 

We  are  likewise  responsible  for  the  kind  of  en- 
vironment we  make  for  ourselves  and  our  off- 
spring, though  the  degree  of  this  responsibility 
may  be  difficult  to  determine.  Nevertheless,  fre- 
quent crises  are  directly  linked  up  with  this  en- 
vironment. 

The  adolescent  period  is  one  involving  a  series 
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of  crises;  it  is  a  critical  period  physically,  socially, 
mentally,  morally  and  spiritually. 

10.  Each  successive  crisis  involves  one  or  more 
decisions  which  are  freighted  with  tremendous 
consequences.  It  is  easiest  to  follow  the  line  of 
least  resistance:  to  follow  the  lure  of  the  present 
and  to  evaluate  in  terms  of  pleasure.  But 
pleasure  is  not  the  standard  for  all  mentals,  mor- 
als and  spirituals.  The  quality  of  an  act  is  deter- 
mined by  both  the  motive  and  consequences  of 
the  act. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Morgan  said,  "What  we  do  in  the 
crisis  always  depends  upon  whether  we  see  the 
difficulties  in  the  light  of  God,  or  God  in  the  shad- 
ow of  the  difficulties." 

A  pessimist  is  one  who  sees  a  difficulty  in  every 
opportunity,  while  the  optimist  sees  an  oppor- 
tunity in  every  difficulty. 

In  our  calm  and  quiet  moments  let  us  think 
through  our  problems,  considering  motive  and 
consequences  so  that  when  a  crisis  comes  we  shall 
have  poise,  force  and  character,  and  momentum 
sufficient  to  carry  us  through  it  safely. 

11.  Every  question  is  decided  from  some  point 
of  view,  and  every  problem  has  more  than  one 
point  of  view,  but  too  often  the  essential  one  is 
neglected  or  is  not  chosen. 

During  the  Middle  Ages  the  church  was  empha- 
sized as  the  goal  of  human  endeavor  and  the  es- 
sential point  of  view  for  individual  action;  during 
the  religious  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  and  even  today  in  certain 
quarters,  orthodoxy  of  theology  received  the  ma- 
jor emphasis.  But  the  New  Testament  places  the 
emphasis  elsewhere;  for  Jesus  was  not  interested 
in  theological  speculations  as  is  seen  in  his  deal- 
ings with  the  Pharisees  in  answering  their  mere 
verbalisms.  He  was  supremely  interested  in 
folks,  people,  individuals,  that  they  be  good  in 
motive,  character  and  action.  Repeatedly  Jesus 
is  reported  to  have  said:  "I  am  the  Way,"  "I  am 
the  Life,"  "I  am  the  living  Bread,"  "I  am  the  living 
Water,"  "I  am  the  Door,"  "I  am  the  resurrection." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Two  Ways  to  Pray 

BY  G.  W.  KIEFFABER 

There  are  two  ways  to  pray.  We  can  pray  about 
someone  or  we  can  pray  for  a  person.  We  have 
examples  of  both  kinds  of  praying  given  in  the 
Good  Book. 

"God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as  other  men 
are,  extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers,  or  even  as 
this  publican"   (Luke  18:  11).    Here  the  Pharisee 


took  time  out  to  pray  about  three  classes  of  other 
men,  plus  the  despised  publican.  In  the  prayer 
Jesus  says  that  the  Pharisee  prayed  with  himself. 
He  asked  no  blessing  on  any  of  those  mentioned, 
or  even  upon  himself;  he  was  content  to  brag,  to 
extol  his  own  self-righteousness.  He  prayed 
about  others. 

Listen  to  the  sainted  Stephen:  "Lord,  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge"  (Acts  7:  60).  Hear  the 
suffering  Jesus:  "Father,  forgive  them;  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do"  (Luke  23:  34).  In  both 
these  prayers  the  praying  was  entirely  for  others; 
but  for  greater  blessings  than  they  could  realize. 

How  am  I  instructed  to  pray?  "Bless  them  that 
curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use  you  and  perse- 
cute you"  (Matt.  5:  44).  "The  effectual  fervent 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much"  (James 
5:  16).    Stephen  and  Jesus  prayed  for  others. 

Prayer  can  be  the  soul's  communion  with  its 
God.  It  can  be  the  elevator  that  lifts  one  to  the 
God  plane.  Just  how  do  I  pray?  Maybe  the  ex- 
periences of  these  times  will  reveal  anew  how  I 
pray.  May  we  all  pray  for  those  things  which  will 
bring  "glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 
peace,  goodwill  toward  men." 

Akron,  Ohio. 


A  Confession  of  Faith  for  a  Difficult  Day 

BY  MARION  E.  TINSLER 
As  Said  at  a  Northwestern  Ohio  Young  People's  Conference 

My  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Apostolic  Brethren,  my  father  was  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  I  started  to  college  in  a 
university  founded  by  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
later  I  transferred  to  a  Mennonite  college,  from 
which  I  graduated.  Now  I  am  in  the  Methodist 
ministry.  One  thing  that  I  have  found  in  wan- 
dering thus  among  the  denominations  is  this,  that 
when  we  worship,  the  walls  that  separate  us  as 
congregations  do  not  reach  clear  to  heaven — that 
we  are,  after  all,  really  all  one  body  in  Christ  Je- 
sus. "We  share  each  other's  woes.  .  .  .  Our  fears, 
our  hopes,  our  aims  are  one,  our  comforts  and  our 
cares." 

As  we  come  to  the  present  moment,  we  must 
quote  a  portion  of  another  hymn,  "Are  there  not 
foes  for  me  to  face;  must  I  not  stem  the  tide?" 

Each  day  brings  a  new  duty,  a  new  darkness 
that  the  light  of  the  love  of  God  must  penetrate. 
At  one  time  the  dark  cloud  was  human  slavery; 
in  another  it  was  the  liquor  traffic;  today  it  is, 
above  all,  the  tide  of  war.  Today  the  church  must 
stem  that  tide. 


10 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— January   4,    1941 


Twenty  years  ago  many  pacifists  faced  the  war 
machine,  but  the  thing  that  was  a  disillusionment 
and  disappointment  to  the  idealist  and  the  opti- 
mistic was  the  large  number  who  "fainted  by  the 
wayside."  Perhaps  nine  out  of  ten  did  that;  I  am 
not  sure  of  the  number,  but  it  was  a  large  ma- 
jority. They  either  compromised  with  their  faith 
or  decided  that  it  was  a  mistake;  or,  indeed,  ac- 
cepted the  vain  hope  that  the  last  war  was  a  "war 
to  end  war"  and  they  gave  themselves  to  it. 

We  need  not  be  amazed  at  this.  In  the  day  of 
Jesus'  trial  all  of  his  disciples  fell  away  from  him, 
excepting  one — and  he  followed  a  long  way  off 
and  even  declared  that  he  was  not  a  follower  of 
Jesus. 

In  the  year  or  more  that  lies  immediately 
ahead,  there  are  going  to  be  days  of  testing  for  all 
of  us.  Under  that  pressure  we  may  be  in  danger 
of  falling  by  the  wayside.  Indeed  that  day  of 
testing  is  already  upon  us. 

I  have  here  a  clipping  from  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Toledo  Blade.  The  report  is  from  the  Associated 
Press  and  bears  the  date  line  "New  York,  Nov.  22," 
and  is  headlined,  "Conscientious  Objector  Gets 
18-Month  Jail  Term."  This  young  man  was  jailed 
because  his  conscience  did  not  exactly  follow  the 
blueprint  set  up  for  a  good  conscience  by  the  war 
department.  It  shows  the  misunderstanding  we 
are  going  to  face.  The  quotations  are  all  from 
Federal  Judge  Leibell.  The  defense  counsel  had 
just  asked  that  the  court  assign  the  defendant  a 
registration  number.  Now  according  to  the  re- 
port: 

"Judge  Leibell  snapped,  'We'll  give  him  a  num- 
ber— in  the  penitentiary.  Look  at  him  now.  .  .  . 
Men  who  believe  in  freedom  of  conscience  and  the 
right  to  follow  their  own  ways  in  the  worship  of 
God  should  be  the  first  to  defend  this  country.'  " 

When  the  defendant  answered  that  his  God  had 
led  him  to  do  otherwise,  the  judge  replied:  "I 
hope  God  does  not  inspire  anyone  else.  .  .  .  It's 
ridiculous,  it's  silly,  it's  nonsense.  This  man  wants 
all  the  privileges  and  rights  of  this  great  de- 
mocracy without  assuming  its  obligations  and  du- 
ties.   I  am  sorry  for  his  wife  and  child." 

Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  Judge  Leibell  is  a 
very  sincere  and  conscientious  judge,  and  that  he 
thought  that  in  doing  what  he  did,  he  was  doing 
both  God  and  our  country  a  favor. 

Some  of  us,  if  the  present  tide  of  war  continues, 
are  going  to  face  the  same  persecution  from  well- 
meaning  neighbors  and  authorities.  Let  us  not  be 
shocked  at  it,  "for  so  persecuted  they  the  proph- 
ets." That  is  the  way  they  treated  Jesus  and  "no 
servant  is  greater  than  his  Lord." 


No  one  of  us,  I  hope,  is  going  to  seek  martyr- 
dom. Let  us  be  normal  enough  to  avoid  difficulty 
and  strife.  Let  us  live  in  harmony  and  neighbor  - 
liness  with  all  men  as  long  as  we  can  in  good  con- 
science. But  let  us  be  now  assured  that  we  will 
be  challenged  and  "esteemed  not." 

First,  some  one  is  going  to  say  that  our  ideals  of 
peacefulness  are  too  visionary  and  idealistic — that 
we  live  in  a  real  world  and  we  must  be  realistic. 
The  best  answer  to  that,  I  believe,  lies  in  an  il- 
lustration I  once  heard  our  Bishop  Francis  J.  Mc- 
Connell  use. 

Bishop  McConnell's  father  was  once  pastor  of 
our  church  at  Elyria.  It  was  in  the  days  when 
there  were  wooden  coaches  on  the  railroads  and 
these  coaches  were  heated  with  coal  stoves.  One 
day  there  was  a  horrible  wreck.  The  wooden 
coaches  were  smashed;  the  coal  stoves  set  the 
splintered  wrecks  on  fire  and  many,  many  peo- 
ple were  incinerated  in  the  inferno.  The  next 
Sunday  Bishop  McConnell's  father  declared  that 
the  value  of  a  human  life,  the  recognition  of  a 
life  in  the  sight  of  God,  demanded  that  the  people 
in  responsible  positions  immediately  take  steps  to 
build  trains  out  of  material  that  would  not  burn 
and  heat  them  with  a  method  that  would  not 
throw  live  fire  about  the  passengers  in  case  of  a 
wreck. 

To  this  the  railroad  replied,  "If  Preacher  Mc- 
Connell  is  so  smart,  let  him  tell  us  how  we  are  to 
make  coaches  of  a  material  that  will  not  burn  and 
how  we  are  to  heat  them  without  fire." 

To  this  McConnell  at  once  replied,  "That  is  not 
my  problem;  that  is  the  problem  and  the  business 
of  scientists  and  of  engineers.  It  is,  however,  my 
business  as  a  representative  of  God  to  insist  that 
it  must  be  done." 

So  it  is  with  this  war  question.  It  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  statesmen  and  the  leaders  of  our  na- 
tion to  work  out  the  details;  it  remains  our  busi- 
ness to  insist  that  it  must  be  done. 

There  is  another  illustration  of  the  same  thing. 
In  the  building  of  the  great  cathedrals  of  the  past, 
there  was  first  of  all  the  artist,  who  conceived  the 
vision  of  the  great  edifice  that  was  to  lift  its  in- 
spiring lines  upward  toward  God  and  thus  lead 
men's  minds  toward  him.  His  concept,  however, 
was  general  and  without  detail.  After  him  had  to 
come  the  architectural  engineer  who  had  to  work 
out  the  details  of  angles,  of  strains  and  stresses, 
and  with  geometry,  trigonometry,  general  mathe- 
matics and  calculus  work  out  all  the  details  of  the 
building.  After  him  came  the  carpenters  and  the 
masons;  they  built  the  building.  No  one  said  to 
the  artist  who  first  dreamed  the  building  that,  be- 
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cause  he  was  not  also  a  stone  mason  and  a  carpen- 
ter, the  building  could  never  come  into  being. 
But,  without  his  vision,  it  never  would  have  been 
constructed. 

So  it  is  today.  We  must  furnish  the  vision. 
"Where  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish."  On 
Pentecost  Peter  said  that  the  promise  of  God 
would  be  fulfilled  when  first  "your  young  men 
shall  see  visions  and  your  old  men  dream  dreams." 
Let  us  not  be  dismayed  when  we  are  labeled  vi- 
sionary and  dreamers.  Those  visions  and  those 
dreams  are  helping  to  bring  God's  kingship  in  the 
affairs  of  men. 

We  are  servants  of  a  spirit  and  disciples  of  an 
ideal;  we  are  not  necessarily  called  upon  to  de- 
liver the  finished  product  on  a  golden  platter,  all 
cut,  chewed  and  predigested.  We  need  only  fur- 
nish the  recipe. 

Further,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  support  a 
war  machine  in  which  we  do  not  believe,  the  bur- 
den of  proof  does  not  necessarily  lie  with  us.  They 
are  asking  us  to  abandon  our  belief  and  to  ac- 
cept theirs.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  it  would 
then  be  up  to  them  to  offer  us  considerations  that 
would  persuade  us  that  their  way  would  be  more 
successful  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

The  First  World  War  was  fought  to  "end  war" 
and  to  "make  the  world  safe  for  democracy." 
They  ought  to  assure  us  that  this  war  will  be  more 
successful  than  that  one. 

The  Civil  War  was  fought  over  the  slavery 
question.  But  slavery  was  already  on  the  way 
out.  If  this  war  was  fought  for  the  Negro,  it  re- 
mains to  be  shown  that  the  present  condition  of 
the  Negro  is  not  worse  than  the  first.  The  Negro 
question  was  certainly  not  solved  by  all  the  blood- 
shed of  1861-65. 

The  War  of  1812  was  supposed  to  have  been 
fought  over  the  freedom  of  the  seas.  Yet,  I  be- 
lieve, the  seas  are  never  mentioned  in  the  treaty 
that  followed  the  war. 

The  Revolutionary  War  was  fought  "to  dissolve 
the  political  bonds"  which  bound  us  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. Today  we  are  more  closely  tied  to  Britain 
than  the  dominions  of  the  empire.  They  have 
been  in  the  war  for  a  year,  yet  Canada,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  others  do  not  yet  have  conscrip- 
tion and  we  do! 

Of  course,  no  one  is  going  to  try  to  prove  to  us 
that  this  war  will  be  more  successful  than  previ- 
ous wars — they  will  not  even  feel  that  they  ought 
to;  they  will  feel  that  it  is  an  axiom  that  we  ought 
to  accept  their  philosophy  of  life. 

We  do  not  yet  have  full  proof  for  our  principle 
of  peacefulness.    For  us  it  is  not  yet  a  thing  fully 


demonstrated;  it  is  with  us  a  faith,  "the  assurance 
of  things  hoped  for,  a  conviction  of  things  not 
seen"  (Heb.  11:  1  R.  V.). 

Our  friends  of  the  opposite  persuasion  are  going 
to  keep  on  insisting  that  we  must  keep  on  meeting 
violence  with  violence,  evil  with  evil,  sin  with 
more  sin.  They  will  say,  "You  must  fight  fire 
with  fire."  Now,  that  may  be  true  with  a  stubble 
patch  that  is  on  fire;  but  it  is  not  true  with  human 
beings.  If  you  see  a  man  with  his  coat  on  fire,  you 
do  not  save  him  by  setting  his  pants  on  fire. 

We  will  meet  insistence  that  we  meet  violence 
with  violence.  We  will  be  told  that  "there  is  a 
mad  man  loose  in  the  world,"  and  that  "we  are  a 
nation  sinned  against."  Let  us  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  this  is  true — that  there  might  be  a 
mad  man  loose  in  the  world  and  that  in  a  world 
of  sinning  nations,  we  might  be  the  nation  sinned 
against.  There  are  at  least  two  ways  to  meet  the 
situation. 

Let  us  turn  to  the  first  road,  the  justification  of 
defense  against  a  mad  man.  We  meet  him  on  his 
own  level,  try  to  beat  him  at  his  own  game.  We 
hate  his  brutality;  but  feel  that  if  we  are  to  over- 
throw him,  we  must  become  more  brutal  than  he. 
We  loathe  the  slaughter  his  rule  entails;  but  if 
we  are  to  win  over  him,  we  must  be  more  efficient 
in  slaughter  than  he.  If  he  uses  totalitarian  meth- 
ods, our  war  must  become  more  total  than  his. 
If  he  drops  bombs  on  cities,  we  also  drop  bombs 
on  cities.  If  he  uses  poison  gas,  we  use  poison  gas. 
He  is  setting  the  pattern  of  our  conduct;  we  ape 
his  every  move.  We  not  only  ape  his  every  move 
but  we  must  go  further  in  every  move  than  he. 
The  question  now  becomes:  "Who  is  the  mad 
man?"  We  have  had  to  become  more  mad  than 
he  and  have  thus  added  to  the  insanity  in  the 
world.  In  attempting  to  defeat  the  devil  with 
deviltry  we  have  succeeded  only  in  adding  to  the 
stream  of  devilishness  in  the  world.  But  can  Sat- 
an cast  out  Satan?    We  must  answer,  "No!" 

Suppose  we  do  not  resist  him  with  force,  and  he 
establishes  his  rule  over  us,  and  we  are  the  vic-t 
tims  of  his  madness?  We  have  the  same  case  as  if, 
among  sinning  nations,  we  are  the  nation  sinned 
against.  If  we  are  subjected  to  evil  domination, 
either  by  direct  rule  or  by  the  policies  of  domi- 
nant nations,  are  we  not  to  overthrow  the  domi- 
nation? 

Our  faith  in  an  actively  good  God  has  as  a  close 
corollary  the  confidence  that  the  universe  is  so 
constructed  that  that  which  is  wrong  cannot 
stand.  Wrong  has  in  it  the  seeds  of  its  own  de- 
struction. We  may  be  impatient  at  the  slowness 
of  God's  processes  and  wish  to  add  our  puny 
strength  to  his  power,  forgetting  that  though  the 
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mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly,  they  grind  ex- 
ceedingly small.  Also  remember  the  words  of  the 
Lord  to  Zerubbabel,  "Not  by  might,  nor  by  power, 
but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  Jehovah"  (Zech.  4:  6) . 

For  us  to  take  this  position  requires  a  supreme 
act  of  faith.  We  must  believe  in  the  power  of 
God  more  than  we  believe  in  the  power  of  armies. 
The  power  of  God  must  be  more  real  to  us  than 
the  force  of  a  blitzkrieg,  else  we  will  trust  in  a 
counter-blitzkrieg  rather  than  in  the  power  of 
God.  So  God  must  be  more  real  to  us  than  Hitler, 
else  Hitler  will  set  the  pattern  of  our  lives  rather 
than  God.  God  can  be  that  real  to  us;  we  can 
have  the  faith  that  though  wrong  is  oft  so  strong 
that  it  can  crucify  the  just  and  seal  him  in  the 
tomb,  yet  the  just,  like  truth  crushed  to  earth,  will 
rise  again  by  the  power  of  God  and  not  by  the 
power  of  armies. 

Does  this  mean  that  we  are  to  face  the  world 
passively,  the  willing  victims  of  every  injustice 
that  comes  along?  God  forbid!  Pacifism  is  not 
passivism.  The  pacifist  readily  accepts  the  ad- 
monition of  Paul,  "Be  not  overcome  of  evil,  but 
overcome  evil  with  good."  We  believe  in  fighting 
the  devil  but  not  with  the  devil's  own  weapons. 
We  have  better  ones.  We  believe  in  total  arma- 
ment, in  facing  the  world  fully  armed  for  an  ag- 
gressive warfare  against  evil,  having  put  on  the 
uniform  of  truth,  having  built  defenses  of  right- 
eousness, having  mechanized  our  forces  with  the 
preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  withal  build- 
ing bomb-proof  shelters  of  faith  wherewith  we 
shall  be  able  to  withstand  all  the  incendiary  bombs 
of  the  evil  one,  wearing  the  steel  helmet  of  salva- 
tion and  fighting  with  the  artillery  of  the  spirit, 
which  is  the  Word  of  God. 

I  believe  in  the  triumph  of  righteousness  but  I 
believe  that  righteousness  will  not  be  established 
except  as  God  works  in  and  through  his  servants 
■ — except  as  his  servants  implement  his  will.  The 
forces  that  we  have  to  establish  right  and  right- 
eousness are  God's  will  and  God's  Spirit.  The  im- 
plements we  use  in  establishing  his  will  must  be 
in  harmony  with  his  Spirit.  Our  ends  and  our 
means  must  be  of  the  same  quality  and  character. 
But,  in  implements  in  harmony  with  God's  char- 
acter and  in  forces  that  are  in  the  character  of  his 
Spirit,  we  have  the  strongest  forces  in  the  world. 
All  other  forces  are  eventually  inferior.  We  all 
believe  that.  Physical  violence,  the  force  of  arms, 
is  not  the  ultimate  force  in  the  world.  If  it  were 
so,  we  had  better  close  the  churches  and  all  join 
the  army.  If  Mars  is  God  it  would  be  well  to 
worship  him,  but  if  Jehovah  is  God  it  would  be 
better  to  worship  him.  We  cannot  well  go  limping 
along.   I  cannot  escape  this:    that  either  we  believe 


in  God  or  we  do  not  believe  in  him.  We  have  an  ab- 
solute religion  and  a  God  of  unqualified  love.  Je- 
sus did  not  say,  "Love  your  enemies,  but  some- 
times kill  them,"  or  "Pray  for  those  who  perse- 
cute you,  but  sometimes  drop  bombs  on  them." 
We  try  to  follow  a  perfect  love  that  loves  alike 
the  just  and  the  unjust.  This  way  will  not  be 
easy — 

For  the  road  is  rough  and  stony, 
And  I  cannot  see  my  way; 
Yet,  if  thou  wilt  deign  to  guide  me 
,  With  thine  own  resplendent  ray, 
I  can  never,  never  stumble, 
But  shall  walk  close  to  thy  side, 
With  a  love  so  pure  and  trusting 
That  no  sin  can  e'er  divide. 

Rossford,  Ohio. 


Standing  Committee  Speaks 
to  the  Churches 

(Continued  From  Page  2) 

camp  work  of  this  nature  will  cost  the  church  some 
thousands  of  dollars.  The  cost  will  depend  upon  the 
number  of  boys  and  how  much  the  government  will 
help  us  in  equipping  the  camps.  Shall  the  church  as- 
sume responsibility  for  training  her  young  men  in  ci- 
vilian projects  of  national  importance  in  co-operation 
with  the  government?  To  say  no  will  mean  that  all  of 
our  conscripted  young  men  will  have  to  go  inside  of  the 
army  when  called.  To  say  yes  will  mean  an  extra  fi- 
nancial load  for  the  church,  but  also  provide  the  oppor- 
tunity to  have  charge  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  care 
of  our  boys.  In  answer  to  this  question,  Standing  Com- 
mittee voted  yes,  unanimously.  It  will  mean  sacrifice 
but  we  can  do  it.  Through  this  consideration  of  the 
government,  our  church  has  one  of  the  greatest  oppor- 
tunities in  its  history.  What  will  it  mean  to  our  boys 
and  to  the  future  church  if  we  take  care  of  them?  Dur- 
ing the  next  five  years  we  may  have  more  boys  in  camps 
than  the  combined  enrollment  of  Brethren  young  men 
in  our  colleges.  We  must  meet  the  government  in  pro- 
viding fully  for  our  youth  under  the  plan  proposed. 

The  Standing  Committee  delegates  have  gone  back 
home  to  take  appropriate  action  to  get  this  program 
before  districts  and  local  churches.  The  program  of 
alternative  service  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  The  Brethren  Service 
Committee  and  the  Elgin  Staff  are  to  outline  plans  for 
raising  and  administering  the  budget.  A  great  oppor- 
tunity is  before  us. 

When  the  Standing  Committee  Members  Got 
on  Their  Knees 

There  are  some  occasions  in  life  never  to  be  forgot- 
ten. Brother  Bonsack  brought  the  news  that  our  mis- 
sionaries in  China  had  been  forced  to  evacuate  and  that 
thirteen  of  our  Chinese  Christians  had  been  killed.  The 
tragic  suffering  there,  together  with  the  problems  fac- 
ing the  young  men  of  the  church,  took  us  to  our  knees. 
The  prayers  offered  and  the  atmosphere  of  the  occasion 
made  us  feel  that  power  from  on  high  was  with  us. 

This  also  helped  to  impress  upon  us  that  this  program 
of  alternative  service  for  our  young  men  should  be  fi- 
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nanced  through  extra  sharing  and  sacrifice  and  that  the 
normal  program  of  the  church  for  world-wide  evangel- 
ization should  go  on  and  increase.  In  these  days  of  new 
problems  and  opportunities,  we  must  not  forget  nor  neg- 
lect the  long  pull  of  the  regular  program  of  the  church. 
Let  us  ever  remain  a  missionary  church. 

Our  Peace  Testimony  Undimmed 

This  program  of  civilian  work  is  a  great  peace  testi- 
mony. Projects  such  as  soil  conservation  and  refor- 
estation, in  which  our  young  men  will  be  engaged,  rep- 
resent worthy  work.  Standing  Committee  felt  that  we 
should  emphasize  constructive  citizenship  and  that  our 
boys  should  do  a  real  job  of  constructive  service.  This 
is  surely  right.  Our  young  men  are  not  looking  for 
easy  jobs.  They  love  their  country  and  are  glad  that 
they  are  American  citizens.  They  want  to  do  a  type  of 
service  which  requires  real  blood  and  energy.  That 
should  be  the  point  of  view  of  all  of  us.  We  have  a 
conscience  on  the  matter  of  war  and  will  not  fight.  But 
we  are  faithful  citizens  of  our  country  and  are  willing 
to  put  our  lives  into  everything  which  makes  for  human 
welfare.  Still  further,  even  though  nations  are  at  war 
and  the  strain  is  increasing  here,  the  plain  gospel  of 
Jesus — love,  peace,  forgiveness,  loving  enemies — must 
be  taught  with  vigor  and  courage.  Our  gospel  is  eternal 
and  cannot  be  accommodated  to  different  forms  of  po- 
litical weather.  May  our  church  keep  her  peace  testi- 
mony undimmed. 

What  of  the  Future? 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  confronted  with  a  great 
challenge.  Will  she  stand  back  of  her  boys?  Will  she 
stop  wasting  money  on  nonessentials  and  sacrifice  to 
take  care  of  her  boys  in  camps  where  she  may  provide 
for  their  moral  and  spiritual  welfare?  Will  she  keep 
up  her  giving  for  the  normal  program  of  the  church  and 

Mountaintop  Experience 

BY   ROBERT   BYRD 

I  chose  to  go  across 
A  glorious  mountain  peak  today. 
I  paused  upon  its  crest  to  hear 
Its  magic  breezes  play 
Upon  the  strings  of  harmony, 
And  see  in  tree  and  stone 
The  glory  of  his  majesty 
And  talk  with  him  alone. 

I  saw  the  trees  lift  holy  hands 

To  him  who  blessed  their  days. 

The  mountains  bowed  at  his  commands 

And  uttered  hymns  of  praise. 

The  very  silences  proclaimed 

The  presence  of  their  King. 

No  living  creature  there  but  named 

Their  eagerness  to  sing. 

I'm  glad  I  chose  to  go  across 
That  mountain  peak  today 
And  pause  upon  its  noble  crest 
To  meditate  and  pray. 
I'm  glad  I  saw  again  within 
The  mountain,  field  and  sod 
The  glory  of  his  majesty, 
The  handiwork  of  God. 
Junior,  W.  Va. 


for  relief?  Maybe  these  problems  will  serve  to  bring 
out  the  soul  of  the  church.  Maybe  these  problems  will 
show  us  what  we  are  really  able  to  do. 

Rujus  D.  Bowman,  Moderator, 
Bethany   Biblical   Seminary, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


National  Service  Board  for 
Religious  Objectors 

Conscientious  objectors,  judged  sincere  by  local  draft 
boards,  will  do  "work  of  national  importance"  under 
the  direction  of  the  Quakers,  Mennonites  and  Brethren, 
according  to  a  plan  approved  by  President  Roosevelt 
on  Dec.  19,  1940. 

The  work  will  be  co-ordinated  through  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  which  maintains 
offices  in  the  National  Press  Building,  Washington,  D. 
C,  under  the  direction  of  Paul  Comly  French.  This  Na- 
tional board  represents  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee,  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Reconciliation  and  the  Mennonite  Central 
Peace  Committee.  Recently  the  Methodist  World  Peace 
Committee  voted  to  affiliate  with  the  National  Service 
Board,  and  other  religious  groups  have  been  clearing 
their  C.  O.  problems  through  the  National  Service 
Board. 

Under  the  approved  plan,  which  was  prepared  by  Dr. 
Clarence  A.  Dykstra,  director  of  Selective  Service,  Gen- 
eral Lewis  B.  Hershey,  Colonel  William  H.  Draper  and 
Major  Guiton  Morgan  in  consultation  with  French,  the 
four  groups  have  agreed  to  finance,  within  the  limits  of 
their  ability,  "work  of  national  importance"  in  conjunc- 
tion with  various  governmental  agencies  such  as  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  the  Forestry  Service  and  the 
Land  Reclamation  Service. 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Jones,  president  of  Fiske  University, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  head  the  camps  operated  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee.  He  has  been 
granted  a  year's  leave  of*  absence  by  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  university  to  handle  this  extremely  impor- 
tant work.  Henry  A.  Fast  of  Newton,  Kans.,  will  direct 
the  Mennonite  camps,  and  M.  R.  Zigler  of  Elgin,  111.,  will 
have  charge  of  the  Brethren  camps. 

First  units  will  be  established  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  in  the  Patapsco  State  For- 
est, twenty  miles  southeast  of  Baltimore,  Md.;  by  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  in  the  Manistee  State  For- 
est in  northern  Michigan;  and  the  Mennonite  Central 
Peace  Committee  will  establish  a  soil  conservation  unit 
in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  near  Grottoes.  The  Friends 
will  likely  have  some  boys  in  camp  at  Cooperstown,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  Brethren  may  have  a  unit  at  Daleville,  Va. 

Other  camps  are  planned  for  southern  California,  the 
Pacific  northwest,  two  in  the  Illinois-Indiana-Kentucky 
area;  two  in  the  Kansas-Colorado  section;  one  in  the 
Texas-Oklahoma  area,  and  one  in  Florida.  Other  units 
will  be  established  as  rapidly  as  conscientious  objectors 
are  called  to  perform  a  year  of  national  service 

Several  of  the  camps  may  be  operated  under  the  joint 
control  of  the  four  sponsoring  agencies  and  the  Meth- 
odist World  Peace  Commission,  or  by  two  or  more  or- 
ganizations functioning  together  in  territories  in  which 
neither  group  has  a  large  membership. — -National  Serv- 
ice Board,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Shadows 

BY  HELEN  HOAK  EIKENBERRY 

Shadows  can  be  frightful  things — 
Dreary,  scary,  moving  wings, 
Changing  forms,  and  threat'ning  too, 
Hiding,  darting  out  at  you; 
Growing  monstrous,  growing  small, 
Till  no  shadow's  left  at  all. 
Worst  ones  linger  in  the  hall 
When  it's  time  to  go  to  bed, 
And  they  creep  around  the  room 
Till  you  cover  up  your  head. 
If  you're  given  to  fears  or  gloom, 
Shadows  fill  your  life  with  dread. 

When  they  come  a-sneaking  near 

You  can  watch  them  disappear, 

But  if  you  turn  and  run  away, 

They'll  just  follow  you  all  day. 

Don't  you  be  a  scaredy-cat; 

Sit  down  calmly  where  they're  at. 

Restful  shadows  linger  here, 

Just  to  soften  up  the  glare. 

If  you  haven't  any  fear 

You'll  be  glad  that  they  are  there. 

Whenever  shadows  steal  up  near, 

It  means  there's  brightness  somewhere. 


Sterling,  III. 


Take  Thy  Cross 


BY  FLORENCE   S.   STUDEBAKER 
In  Three  Parts — Part  Three 

John  stared  at  the  officer  in  amazement.  "But  I 
. .  .1  thought  you  wanted  to  stamp  out  belief  and  faith 
in  the  Name?  The  minister  says  in  Russia  they  take 
those  to  prison  who  profess  belief  in  Jesus." 

"But  this  is  America.  It  is  different,"  argued  the 
officer.  "We're  trying  to  save  the  faith  by  jailing  the 
spineless,  wishy-washy  make-believes  who  think  more 
of  material  gain  than  of  the  spiritual.  Come  on,  you're 
a  perfect  specimen  of  the  type  we  are  searching  for." 

John  seemed  paralyzed.  It  was  useless  to  argue.  All 
the  indifference  and  failure  of  his  past  life  marched  past 
him  as  if  mocking  his  present  predicament.  He  re- 
membered the  uneasiness  that  had  dogged  his  footsteps 
for  the  past  week.  The  plea  of  the  radio  evangelist 
rang  in  his  ears  again.  "Are  you  going  to  wait  to 
yield  yourself  to  him  until  God  must  run  a  sharpened 
plowshare  of  sorrow  through  your  heart?" 

Oh,  why  had  he  not  listened  that  morning?  Why 
had  he  not  fallen  on  his  knees  then  and  there  and 
begged  forgiveness  for  his  coldness?  Why  had  he  lis- 
tened so  indifferently  to  the  earnest  and  friendly  appeal 
of  his  own  pastor,  Rev.  Gregory? 

Suddenly  he  started.  Ah!  this  was  the  sharpened 
plowshare  of  sorrow,  this  cruel  experience,  now.  Yes, 
the  blow  had  fallen,  not  as  he  had  expected  or  feared, 
but  far  worse.  He,  John  Barton,  respected  farmer  and 
a  professed  Christian,  would  be  driven  through  the 
streets  like  the  people  in  Russia...  as  dogs. .  .cattle! 
His  own  sleek  stock  at  home  would  receive  better 
treatment  than  he. 


Jane!  She  was  more  faithful  than  he!  She  would 
plead  for  him.  He  turned  to  call  her  name  but  the 
church  seemed  strangely  empty.  He  could  see  no  one. 
And  then  he  remembered.  The  Christians  had  all 
knelt  in  earnest  prayer.  Yes,  that  was  it.  People  who 
were  on  intimate  terms  with  God  were  exempt  from 
the  cruel  questioning  of  officers  or  the  dread  of  prison. 

The  officer  seemed  to  sense  his  thought.  "Take  care, 
sir;  I  have  my  eyes  on  you.  No,  your  wife  can't  help 
you  out.  She's  in  prayer.  You  have  had  the  chance 
to  pray  as  often  as  you  liked  ever  since  you  became  a 
Christian,  but  you  would  not.  You  were  too  busy  with 
houses  and  lands,  hogs  and  sheep.  Now,  it's  time  to 
think  of  something  else.  Come  on,  don't  you  hear  that 
bugle?  That's  marching  orders  for  us.  And  we're 
not  singing,  'Onward  Christian  Soldiers,'  either.  Our 
slogan  is,  Onward  Spineless  Nit-Wits,  On  to  Prison 
Bars!" 

"God  have  mercy  on  me!"  John's  knees  trembled 
until  he  could  scarcely  stand  as  he  felt  himself  ushered 
rudely  from  the  auditorium.  He  glanced  back  for  one 
parting  glimpse  of  Jane,     But  she  was  still  in  prayer. 

What  would  become  of  Jane?  Junior?  the  stock? 
the  farm? 

And  then  a  voice  spoke  from  somewhere  in  front  of 
the  church,  "He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  or  houses 
and  lands  more  than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me." 

There  was  a  sound  of  scraping  feet.  The  words  of  a 
hymn  arose: 

Take  up  thy  cross,  the  Savior  said, 
If  thou  wouldst  my  disciple  be. 

Ah!  the  Christians  were  singing  now.  How  beauti- 
ful the  hymn,  how  sweet  the  harmony  of  voices!  They 
were  happy  though  bearing  the  cross  day  after  day. 
But  he  must  leave  their  fellowship  for  prison  bars, 
erected  by  his  own  coldness  and  indifference  to  spiritual 
things.  His  cross  was  hard  to  bear.  There  was  no  song 
of  cheer  for  the  way  he  must  go. 

Take  up  thy  cross,  let  not  its  weight, 

Fill  thy  weak  spirit  with  alarm; 

My  strength  shall  bear  thy  spirit  up 

And  brace  thy  heart  and  nerve  thine  arm. 

Oh,  if  someone  would  sing  for  him  like  that.  Where 
was  the  strength  he  needed  to  bear  his  spirit  up?  Alas! 
the  tempter  of  souls  offered  no  bracing  for  heart  and 
arm.  He  only  mocked  when  his  poor  victim  was  in 
need  of  help. 

Take  up  thy  cross  and  follow  me, 
Nor  think  till  death  to  lay  it  down. 
For  only  he  who  bears  the  cross 
May  hope  to  wear  the  glorious  crown. 

John  knew  he  had  not  borne  the  cross  of  self-denial 
while  he  had  opportunity.  He  had  made  gods  of  his 
possessions,  and  now  what  did  a  thousand  dollars  in 
the  bank  mean  in  this  hour  of  testing?  Or  pedigreed 
stock,  or  a  beautiful  home?  No,  these  had  been  his 
stay  and  comfort  in  the  past;  they  were  as  nothing  now. 
Spiritual  fervency  and  faith  in  God  were  the  measure 
of  his  soul  and  he  was  "weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting." 

Outside  in  the  cool  night  air  he  seemed  to  breathe 
more  freely.  He  peered  into  the  darkness  and  listened. 
Yes,  the  marching  feet  were  nearing  the  church.     He 
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turned  to  speak  to  the  officer  but  he  was  not  there. 
Surprised  and  wondering,  he  looked  toward  the  church. 
At  that  moment,  the  usher  flung  wide  the  door.  A 
shaft  of  golden  light  streamed  toward  him,  beckoning, 
-inviting.  There  was  no  one  to  restrain  him.  He  could 
not  resist  the  desire  to  walk  in  the  path  of  that  light  and 
enter  the  church.  Oh,  the  beauty  of  it  all,  the  safety .  . . 
the  utter  oblivion  to  danger  without! 

John  fell  on  his  knees  in  utter  abandon.  "God,  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  This  is  what  I  want.  Give  me 
my  cross.    I'll  bear  it  gladly  for  thee." 

A  stir  in  the  audience  roused  John  from  his  slumber. 
He  stared  at  Jane  in  wonder ...  at  all  the  others ...  at 
the  speaker  who  was  making  the  last  appeal  for  men 
to  be  faithful  to  the  end.  Half  fearful,  he  glanced  to- 
ward the  door.  There  was  no  cruel  officer;  there  was 
no  marching  army  outside. 

"Jane,"  he  whispered,  at  the  close  of  the  service,  "I 
want  to  speak  to  Pastor  Gregory  at  once.  I  can't  wait. 
Something  wonderful  has  come  into  my  life  during  this 
meeting  and  I  want  him  to  know  it." 

"John!"  Jane  read  the  truth  in  the  earnest  face  of 
her  husband.     "Do  you  mean..." 

"I  mean  I'm  going  to  rededicate  my  life  tonight," 
answered  John,  tensely.  "We  can't  go  on  any  longer 
the  way  we've  been  doing.  We  can't  afford  to  let  the 
church  lose  out  in  America  as  she  has  in  Russia.  If 
faith  does  lose,  Jane,  it  will  be  because  Christians  like 
you  and  me  have  been  cold,  indifferent,  shunning  the 
cross."  (The  End) 

Modesto,  Calif. 


"Sentiment"— the  Pity  of  It! 

BY  ANNA  JOHNSON  SCHEIBLE 

Since  a  child,  time  and  anon,  have  I  heard  and 
quoted:  "Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  on  earth 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  but  lay  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  in  heaven."  But  not  until  a  few  days 
ago  did  I  understand  its  deepest  meaning. 

My  attention  was  called  to  a  family  who  were  all  four 
sleeping  in  one  bed.  Why?  Because  they  were  not 
able  to  buy  another.  I  felt  a  bit  responsible  for  those 
two  little  children's  health. 

My  first  thought  was  about  where  I  might  buy  a 
used  baby  bed  in  good  sanitary  condition.  And  in  an 
instant,  almost,  I  realized  the  futility  of  my  thought. 
Too  much  sentiment  is  usually  connected  with  John- 
nie's and  Mary's  baby  beds.  They  are  stored  away  in 
the  attic,  "where  moth  and  rust  do  corrupt,"  for  the 
next  generation  of  Johnnies  and  Marys,  which,  alas! 
may  never  exist.  So  as  a  result  money  which  might 
have  been  sent  to  even  less  fortunate  children  in  this 
war-torn  world  had  to  be  used  to  buy  a  new  bed. 

In  the  act,  though,  I  feel  I  must  at  last  have  "grown 
up."  I  can  best  tell  you  how  I  came  to  that  conclusion 
by  telling  the  story  of  my  precious  little  red  suit  which 
I  had  when  but  a  tiny  girl  of  five. 

The  little  red  suit  was  quite  the  most  wonderful  thing 
I  have  ever  possessed.  What  happened  to  it?  On  the 
way  home  from  town  one  bitter  cold  day  we  met  a  little 
girl  on  the  street  whose  little  hands  were  purple  with 
cold. 

Mother  said,  "Give  the  little  girl  your  mittens,  Anna, 
and  I  shall  knit  you  another  pair." 

Mother  never  knew  the  lump  that  filled  my  throat 


until  I  was  not  able  to  eat  lunch  that  evening.  Gone 
were  my  beloved  little  red  mittens!  Or  did  she  know? 
Whether  or  no,  I  am  certain  she  would  not  have  had  me 
do  differently. 

How  well  mother  knew  the  deepest  meaning  of  the 
scripture,  "He  that  spareth  the  rod  loveth  not  his  child." 
That  I  must  sometime  learn  to  share  with  others,  not 
my  cast-offs,  but  the  things  I  loved  most,  was  some- 
thing she  felt  the  sooner  learned  the  better — also  that 
the  greater  the  sacrifice  the  greater,  eventually,  would 
be  the  joy. 

The  next  winter  mother  wrapped  the  little  coat  and 
hood  in  a  bundle  and  said,  "Anna,  wouldn't  you  like 
to  take  your  little  suit  which  is  too  small  for  you  down 
to  little  Marie?  She  hasn't  any  to  wear  to  Sunday 
school."  How  leaden  were  the  little  feet  which  carried 
that  precious  little  bundle  away! 

So  went  the  suit,  beds,  high  chair,  etc.,  down  through 
the  years. 

All  these  years  when  I  would  see  little  garments  oth- 
ers had  stored  away  in  moth  crystals  that  lump  would 
reappear,  and  each  time  a  certain  feeling  of  bitterness 
grew  in  my  heart.  But  yesterday  when  I  spent  that 
money  so  unnecessarily  something  happened.  That 
lump  melted  from  my  throat  and  ran  down  into  my 
heart,  crowding  out  that  feeling  of  bitterness,  replacing 
it  with  a  feeling  of  joy  and  satisfaction,  and  let  me  feel 
thankfulness  and  appreciation  for  a  mother  who  was 
wise  enough  to  start  a  little  treasure  house  in  heaven 
as  a  challenge  to  be  added  to  as  the  years  go  on.  In 
the  words  of  Longfellow: 

"Thanks,  thanks  to  thee  my  [most]  worthy  friend  for 
the  lesson  thou  hast  taught." 

Stop  and  think  a  moment.  Do  you,  perchance,  have 
treasures  stored  in  your  attic  which  should  be  sent  on? 
And  what  may  they  be  doing  to  this  generation? 

Stillman  Valley,  III. 


What  Are  We  Advertising? 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

"But,"  you  exclaim,  "I'm  not  in  the  advertising  busi- 
ness!" 

But  you  are!  Every  day  you  advertise  something, 
unconsciously  or  otherwise.    What  is  it? 

A  daring  aviator  was  doing  some  fancy  sky  writing 
over  a  large  city  some  time  ago.  He  was  spelling  out 
the  name  of  a  popular  cigarette  in  smoke  letters  half  a 
mile  across.  The  entire  city  stopped  and  gazed  gaping- 
ly  heavenward. 

One  little  tot,  looking  at  the  growing  letters,  ex- 
claimed in  awed  voice:     "It's  God!" 

But  his  companion  was  heard  to  reply,  "Naw,  it  ain't. 
If  it  was  God  he  wouldn't  be  advertising  cigarettes!" 

And  God's  people  will  be  very  careful  about  adver- 
tising cigarettes,  cigars,  tobacco,  liquor,  beer  and  all 
their  ilk.  For  there  seems  to  be  little  difference  be- 
tween the  man  who  walks  the  streets  bearing  an  ad- 
vertisement on  his  back  and  the  person  who  smokes 
tobacco  or  drinks  intoxicants.    Each  is  advertising. 

But  there  are  other  things  which  folks  advertise — bad 
temper,  unkind  words,  selfishness,  deceit,  dishonesty, 
and  many  kindred  traits. 

Yes,  it's  a  pertinent,  proper  question  to  ask  ourselves, 
now,  this  moment:     "What  am  I  advertising?" 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  5 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jesus  and  Human  Affliction. — 
Luke  13:  1-5,  10-17. 

Christian   Workers,   School  of  Missions. 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Each  in  His  Own  Way. 
Intermediates,  Teens  in  China  Today. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Latimer  house,  Pa.,  Bro.  Emra  T. 
Fike,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Hamilton  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Roy 
Teach,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Reading  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Emra 
T.  Fike,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Grand  Junction  church,  Colo., 
Bro.  O.  H.  Feiler,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Ashland  Dickey  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  South  Brownsville  house,  Md., 
Bro.  Emra  T.  Fike,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Fairchance  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J. 
Ewing  Jones,  pastor-evangelist. 

Twenty-eight  baptized  in  the  South  Beatrice  church, 
Nebr.,  Bro.  Paul  K.  Brandt,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Mo.,  Brother 
and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Ind., 
Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Milk  River  Valley  church, 
Mont.,  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  evangelists. 

Nine  baptized  and  two  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  West  Goshen  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger,  evan- 
gelist. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism 
in  the  Brookville  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank, 
evangelist. 

Thirty  baptized,  three  received  by  letter  and  two 
awaiting  baptism  in  the  Maple  Spring  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
S.  Clyde  Weaver,  evangelist. 

c        •        • 

Our  Evangelists 

Bro,  A.  C.  Miller  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  Feb.  3-16,  in 
the  Fruitland  church,  Idaho. 

Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan.  5, 
in  the  New  Carlisle  church,  Ohio. 
•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Mrs.  Forest  S.  Eisenbise  asked  that  we  put  a  note  in 
the  Messenger  giving  her  address,  which  is  2157  Fifth 
St.,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Colorado  has  chosen  Eld.  E.  R.  Harris  as  Standing 
Committee  delegate  to  the  1941  Conference,  with  Eld. 
Floyd  Jarboe  as  alternate. 

Golden  wedding  congratulations  are  a  little  overdue 
to  Brother  and  Sister  John  Price  of  Goshen,  Ind.  We 
did  not  know  about  it  sooner. 


Following  daylight  around  the  world,  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  names  and  addresses  of  three  recent  visitors 
to  the  Publishing  House:  William  B.  Solyom,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C;  Robert  R.  Wyman,  Anamosa,  Iowa;  Lucius  C. 
Porter,  Peking,  China. 

Bro.  W.  E.  West  of  Mount  Morris,  111.,  confined  to  the 
hospital  in  Freeport  for  four  weeks  when  he  wrote  Dec. 
20,  expected  to  be  home  by  Christmas.  Those  weeks 
generated  some  interesting  recollections  of  experience 
with  white  bundles  which  he  will  share  with  you  in  our 
next  issue. 

When  Bro.  Arthur  Durr  of  Fairfield,  Va.,  reached 
Glendora,  Calif.,  on  Dec.  20 — his  hurried  call  was  men- 
tioned two  weeks  ago — he  found  that  his  mother  had 
passed  into  unconsciousness  and  a  few  hours  later  she 
fell  asleep.  The  children  were  all  present  and  they  "re- 
joice that  she  lived  a  good  Christian  life  until  the  end." 

Tomorrow,  Jan.  5,  Eld.  John  Mellett  and  wife  of 
Needmore,  Pa.,  will  have  completed  fifty-five  years  of 
life  together.  "Both  are  enjoying  fairly  good  health  and 
will  be  glad  to  hear  from  their  friends."  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  same  number  of  wedded  years  were  marked  up 
to  the  credit  of  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Hollinger  of 
Darlow,  Kans. 

Sister  Allie  Eisenbise,  342  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago, 
has  "had  dozens  and  dozens  of  cards  and  letters  .  .  . 
from  many  different  states"  come  to  her  in  her  illness 
and  asks  us  to  express  in  this  way  her  appreciation  of 
the  interest  of  her  friends  in  her  behalf.  "I  do  thank 
God,"  she  adds,  "for  the  many  prayers  that  are  offered 
daily  for  me."  Perhaps  not  all  of  our  readers  know 
that  she  is  the  mother  of  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  now  on 
a  relief  mission  at  Shanghai. 

Sister  Nettie  M.  Senger,  in  writing  about  the  tragic 
happening  which  Bro.  Bonsack  referred  to  last  week, 
adds  this  personal  word:  "I  could  not  but  write  some- 
thing about  it  .  .  .  which  took  away  some  of  the  dear 
friends  I  have  worked  with  for  years.  One  of  the  ladies 
who  I  feel  sure  is  in  the  bunch  is  a  girl,  in  fact  a  moth- 
er, whom  I  worked  with  and  taught  and  helped 
with  her  children  and  she  came  to  be  recognized  as  the 
best  Chinese  lady  evangelist  in  the  whole  mission." 

In  her  letter  of  Christmas  greetings  to  friends  in 
America,  written  at  Ping  Ting,  Shansi,  Nov.  30,  Sister 
Susie  M.  Thomas  said:  "The  joys  and  sorrows  of  a 
missionary  are  varied.  We  are  happy  for  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  the  lives  of  Christians,  for  those 
who  have  heard  the  voice  of  Christ,  'Take  up  thy  cross 
and  follow  me,'  for  the  manifestations  of  his  love  to  us. 
We  are  sorrowful  when  we  think  of  the  persecutions 
our  Christians  have  had  to  bear.  Imprisonment  and 
even  death  has  been  the  lot  of  some.  Eleven  of  the 
Christians  at  Liao  Chow  have  passed  from  this  life 
with  its  suffering,  trials  and  disappointments." 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Correction.  We  are  sorry  that  in  our  Fallen  Asleep 
columns  of  Dec.  14,  the  name  of  Henry  J.  Spaugy  was 
misspelled. 

We  are  getting  some  splendid  responses  on  our  1009r 
club  offer.  If  you  overlooked  the  announcement  in  the 
November  16th  issue,  see  your  Gospel  Messenger  agent 
at  once. 
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To  All  District  Treasurers:  Due  to  larger  demands 
than  anticipated,  it  is  necessary  to  call  on  the  various 
districts  at  this  time  for  an  assessment  of  $0.02  per 
member  for  1941.  A  remittance  should  be  made  as 
soon  as  practical  to  E.  J.  Stauffer,  Annual  Meeting 
Treasurer,  Barry,  111. 

The  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  young  people  will 
have  a  district  banquet  at  the  Ambler  church,  Friday, 
,Jan.  10,  7:00  P.  M.,  with  Bro.  Robert  Garber,  pastor  of 
the  Brooklyn  church,  presiding.  Pastor  W.  Harold  Row 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  former  Y.  P.  Director,  will  be  the 
speaker.  Tickets  are  twenty-five  cents  and  reservations 
should  be  made  before  Jan.  7  through  Paul  W.  Norris, 
Jr.,  310  Forrest  Ave.,  Ambler,  Pa. 

The  1941  Yearbook  has  been  compiled  and  should 
reach  you  soon  after  you  receive  this  issue  of  the  Mes- 
senger. Each  person  whose  name  is  on  the  Messenger 
subscription  list  on  Jan.  2  will  receive  a  copy  of  the 
Yearbook  free.  The  price  to  those  who  are  not  Messen- 
ger subscribers  is  twenty-five  cents  per  copy.  The  re- 
sponse from  those  who  are  responsible  for  sending  the 
information  contained  in  the  Yearbook  has  been  un- 
usually good  this  year.  Our  sincere  thanks  are  ex- 
tended to  all  who  have  shared  in  this  enterprise.  We 
have  taken  all  possible  precautions  to  insure  accuracy 
in  the  data  contained  in  the  Yearbook,  but  probably 
some  errors  have  occurred  despite  our  best  efforts.  Any 
such  errors  should  be  reported  to  the  editor  or  the  Coun- 
cil of  Boards.  We  are  largely  dependent  upon  the  infor- 
mation we  receive  from  the  congregations  and  boards 
relative  to  the  spelling  of  names,  correct  addresses,  and 
other  items.  Your  efforts  to  help  us  produce  an  ac- 
curate Yearbook  are  heartily  appreciated. 


Gbout  (booki 


A  Person-Minded  Minister.  Richard  Henry  Edwards. 
Cokesbury  Press,  1940.     253  pages.     $2.00. 

The  greatest  temptation  of  the  church  is  to  settle 
down  as  an  ecclesiastical  machine,  with  a  certain  num- 
ber of  meetings,  a  routine  ritual  and  with  little  inter- 
est in  persons.  People  with  spiritual  needs,  sorrows, 
disappointments,  who  are  fiercely  tempted,  habit-bound 
and  sinful,  will  find  little  attraction  for  such  a  church. 

The  church  needs  "a  person-minded  ministry."  Min- 
isters too  often  boast  of  the  important  people  who  at- 
tend their  churches.  Such  a  boast  would  sound  strange 
on  the  lips  of  Jesus.  "In  Christ  there  is  no  east  nor 
west,"  nor  are  there  inferior  or  superior  people,  busi- 
ness men  or  laborers,  share-croppers  or  plantation  own- 
ers. To  Christ  everyone  is  a  person,  a  soul  worth  more 
than  the  whole  world.  Such  is  the  viewpoint  of  this 
scholarly,  far-sighted,  penetrating  and  stimulating  vol- 
ume. 

The  ideal  minister  is  pictured  as  one  trained  and 
skilled  in  service  to  human  needs.  The  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  the  attitudes  of  unselfishness  and  sym- 
pathy necessary  to  attain  such  a  ministry  are  thorough- 
ly discussed.  This  is  indeed  one  of  the  very  best  of  re- 
cent books  for  the  minister. 

The  wise  minister  will  co-operate  with  other  agents 
of  human  therapy,  such  as  surgeons,  physicians,  nurses, 
social  case  workers,  Red  Cross  workers,  lawyers  and 
consulting  psychologists.  Here  is  attractiveness  for  the 
humanitarian! — Merlin  C.  Shull. 


America's  First  Bibles.  Edwin  A.  R.  Rumball-Petre. 
Southworth-Anthoensen  Press.     $4.00. 

"There  are  seven  early-printed  Bibles  which  possess 
distinctions  which  make  them  valuable  to  collectors  of 
Bibles  in  America.  These  distinguished  editions  are  (1) 
the  Eliot  Indian  Bible  of  1663,  the  first  to  be  printed  in 
America  in  any  language,  (2,  3,  4)  the  three  German 
Bibles  (1743,  1763,  1776)  of  the  Saur  family,  the  first  to 
be  printed  in  a  language  of  Europe  on  American  soil,  (5) 
the  Robert  Aitken  Bible  (1782),  the  first  to  be  printed 
in  English  in  America,  (6)  the  Charles  Thomson 
translation  of  the  Greek  Septuagint  into  English,  pub- 
lished in  Philadelphia  in  1808,  the  first  English  transla- 
tion of  the  Greek  Septuagint  ever  made  in  any  land,  and 
(7)  Matthew  Carey's  Bible  of  1790,  the  first  quarto  Eng- 
lish Bible  printed  in  America,  and  the  first  American 
printing  of  the  Catholic  Rheims-Douay  Bible." 

These  are  the  opening  words  of  chapter  7  of  this  most 
informing  book.  It  has  a  census  of  555  extant  Bibles, 
for  all  who  would  know  when  and  how  the  Bible  first 
found  its  way  to  our  land.  Here  are  nearly  two  hun- 
dred pages  of  general  interest.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  has  a  special  interest  in  this  book  because  of 
the  full  treatment  of  the  Sower  Bibles.  Let  us  look  at  it. 

The  author  has  found  about  one  hundred  1743  Sower 
Bibles  not  listed  before.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  many 
more  are  in  existence.  This  edition  has  sold  in  prices 
ranging  from  $6  to  $350.  It  was  doubtless  printed  on 
paper  secured  in  England. 

The  second  edition,  1763,  was  published  by  the 
younger  Sower.  The  paper  carries  the  watermark  of 
the  Arms  of  Virginia  and  was  manufactured  by  William 
Parks.  The  author  lists  more  than  a  hundred  Bibles  of 
this  edition  not  before  recorded. 

Because  of  the  destruction  of  the  Sower  press  and 
the  confiscation  of  his  property  during  the  Revolution 
the  1776  edition  has  received  the  widest  notice.  Con- 
trary to  a  much-quoted  opinion  as  to  the  scarcity  of  this 
edition  the  author  has  found  many  copies.  The  chapter 
on  Bibles,  Bullets  and  Bibliographies  tells  the  full  story. 

In  1772  Sower  established  a  type  foundry.  The  three 
editions  of  the  Sower  Bibles  were  each  "firsts"  in  differ- 
ent lines.  The  1743  edition  was  first  in  a  European  lan- 
guage; the  1763  edition  was  the  first  printed  on  Ameri- 
can-made paper.  The  1776  Bible  was  the  first  printed 
entirely  with  type  made  in  America.  Our  people  will 
greatly  appreciate  the  author's  interpretation  of  the 
character  of  the  two  Sowers.  The  elder  Sower  printed 
1,200  copies  of  the  1743  edition.  The  younger  Sower 
printed  2,000  of  the  1763  edition  and  3,000  of  the  edition 
of  1776. 

Mamusse  Wunneetupanatamwe  Up-Biblum  God! 
Pronounce  it  if  you  can;  I  give  it  up.  What  is  it?  That's 
the  title  of  the  first  Bible  printed  in  America,  the  John 
Eliot  Indian  Bible.  Eliot's  was  the  task  to  translate  the 
Bible  into  a  language  that  had  no  alphabet,  no  gram- 
mar, no  dictionary,  no  written  language.  He  was  tread- 
ing virgin  soil.  This  translation  was  an  evangelistic  en- 
terprise to  convert  the  Indians.      The  date  was  1663. 

The  author  being  outstanding  as  an  authority  on  Bi- 
bles and  a  world  dealer  exclusively  handling  rare 
Bibles  can  speak  with  authority   on  his  subject. 

As  only  500  copies  were  printed  it  behooves  those  in- 
terested to  make  an  early  purchase. — J.  E.  Miller. 
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Reminiscing  a  Bit 

BY  MARY  M.  PETRE 

It  was  as  the  sun  was  setting  in  the  west  that 
our  little  Dutch  ship  carried  us  into  the  harbor  at 
Lagos.  We  looked  from  the  ship  deck  out  across 
the  blue  waters  at  one  of  the  world's  most  beau- 
tiful ports.  Instead  of  seeing  a  terrible  sandy 
place  infested  with  mosquitoes,  as  we  had  some- 
what expected,  we  saw  along  the  harbor  front 
beautiful  little  summer  cottages  nestled  among 
numerous  palm  trees,  with  pretty  green  lawns 
and  beautiful  flowers  about  them. 

We  were  happy  to  bid  farewell  to  the  ship,  al- 
though we  had  enjoyed  the  good  fellowship  and 
fun  which  we  had  been  having  with  other  passen- 
gers. We  were  eager  to  prepare  for  our  trip  in- 
land and  arrive  at  our  much  desired  destination, 
Garkida. 

While  in  Lagos  for  a  few  days,  we  stayed  at  the 
C.  M.  S.  (Church  Missionary  Society)  headquar- 
ters. The  C.  M.  S.  folks  were  all  so  good  to  us 
and  just  made  us  feel  right  at  home. 

Our  trip  was  especially  interesting  and  fascinat- 
ing as  we  journeyed  from  Lagos  to  Jos  by  train. 
It  was  then  that  we  caught  our  first  glimpses  of 
the  African  jungle  and  of  the  little  mud,  grass- 
roofed  native  huts.  As  our  train  passed  by  these 
huts,  we  could  see  the  little  naked  black  children 
running  out  to  meet  this  strange  thing  which  was 
puffing  along  the  tracks.  As  the  trip  was  made 
at  the  dry  season  of  the  year,  we  saw  quite 
a  few  dry  riverbeds.  Some  of  these  were  quite 
large.  It  was  during  this  trip  that  we  experienced 
the  intensity  of  the  noonday  sun.  As  we  jour- 
neyed nearer  Jos,  and  again  came  out  into  more 
open  space,  we  found  that  the  morning  could  be 
very  cool.  Just  before  arriving  at  Jos,  one  seemed 
to  be  surrounded  with  beautiful  hills  looming  in 
the  distance. 

It  was  indeed  a  happy  day  when  we  arrived  at 
the  Jos  rest  house  which  our  mission  has  built. 
Now  we  could  make  preparation  for  the  last  part 
of  our  journey  by  motor  from  Jos  to  Garkida.  The 
days  were  hot  and  the  roads  were  dusty.  Chal- 
mer  Faw,  Paul  Weaver  and  Ira  Petre  rode  on  top 
of  the  lorry  as  did  little  Myrna  Faw.  She  seemed 
to  enjoy  every  bit  of  the  trip  even  though  it  was 
tiresome.  The  hot  wind  which  beat  them  in  the 
face  was  certainly  not  pleasant.  Miss  Shisler  rode 
in  the  cab  of  the  truck.  Mrs.  Faw,  Mrs.  Weaver 
and  I  rode  in  Bro.  Heckman's  motor  car  with  the 
other  children.  We  women  thought  we  had  lots 
of  road  dust  to  contend  with,  but  each  evening  as 


we  stopped  for  the  night  and  took  a  look  at  Miss 
Shisler  and  the  men,  we  always  concluded  that  we 
really  had  the  choice  seats. 

We  were  indeed  thankful  to  arrive  at  Garkida. 
After  having  traveled  for  so  long,  the  quiet  clean 
homes  of  the  missionaries  made  quite  an  impres- 
sion on  us.  They  looked  beautiful  to  us.  We  were 
given  our  first  welcome  at  Garkida  at  the  Stude- 
baker  home,  and  from  there  we  proceeded  to  the 
houses  which  we  were  to  occupy.  We  were  so 
glad  to  be  at  the  place  where  we  could  make  our 
own  little  homes,  cook  our  own  food  and  again 
enjoy  a  normal  life. 

After  we  were  well  situated  in  our  new  homes, 
we  began  to  launch  out  in  study.  We  needed  to 
study  both  the  language  and  the  people.  It  has 
all  been  most  interesting.  We  like  our  work 
among  the  people  so  much.  They  are  friendly 
and  they  are  appreciative  of  what  we  can  do  to 
help  them.  At  first  we  felt  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible for  us  to  understand  anything  which  the 
natives  said,  for  we  thought  they  talked  so  fast, 
but  now  after  having  studied  the  Bura  language 
for  six  months  that  opinion  has  been  changed. 
The  majority  do  not  talk  too  fast  to  be  under- 
stood. 

I  have  thrilled  at  beautiful  sunsets  among  my 
native  hills  in  the  homeland,  but  I  never  realized 
they  could  be  so  extremely  beautiful  as  they  are 
here  during  the  rainy  season.  Truly  "the  heav- 
ens declare  the  glory  of  God;  and  the  firmament 
showeth  his  handiwork."  Often  we  sit  for  awhile 
and  watch  the  soft  colors  of  a  sunset  as  they 
change  into  many  forms  and  shades  and  all  finally 
fade  into  one  color  and  then  disappear.  Not  only 
do  we  love  the  sunsets,  but  we  enjoy  looking  at 
the  beautiful  tall  palm  trees  as  they  are  sil- 
houetted against  the  evening  sky.  If  you  have 
never  appreciated  nature  before,  you  certainly 
would  appreciate  it  here. 

One  thing  which  I  have  appreciated  so  very 
much  is  the  singing  of  the  native  Christians.  Many 
of  our  church  hymns  which  we  have  learned  to 
love  have  been  written  in  the  Bura  language.  One 
who  is  truly  interested  in  their  spiritual  welfare 
and  loves  good  singing  cannot  sit  and  listen  to 
them  without  having  one's  deepest  emotions 
stirred. 

To  me  their  tones  are  soft  and  harmonious.  As 
I  watch  the  manner  in  which  they  sing  the  hymns 
without  even  looking  at  their  books,  I  am  confi- 
dent that  they  are  lifted  nearer  to  God  by  the  aid 
of  music.     It  seems  that  their  minds  and  hearts 
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are  wholly  concentrated  upon  the  hymns  which 
they  are  singing. 

Not  only  is  this  true  of  the  native  church  here 
at  Garkida,  but  also  at  the  Leper  Colony  chapel. 
As  I  have  sat  and  listened  to  those  lepers  singing, 
I  have  been  thrilled  and  made  to  ponder.  At  the 
same  time  I  have  begged  our  heavenly  Father  to 
forgive  those  of  us  who  even  when  well  are 
heedless  and  careless  in  giving  our  praise  to  him. 
Among  some  of  these  folks,  leprosy  is  still  work- 
ing its  deadly  work,  though  in  some  cases  it  is  ar- 
rested; but  they  sing  their  hymns  with  a  zest  and 
a  meaning  which  some  well  folks  cannot  ap- 
proach. 

I  would  also  like  to  tell  you  something  about 
the  music  among  us  missionaries  here  at  Garkida. 
One  thing  which  I  wondered  so  much  about  while 
still  at  Bethany  was:  "Could  we  have  any  nice 
group  singing  on  the  field?"  It  was  truly  food  for 
our  souls,  not  only  to  listen  and  join  in  with  the 
student  body  in  the  singing  of  great  hymns,  but 
also  to  listen  to  the  renditions  of  the  First  church 
choir.  But  even  though  our  number  is  somewhat 
small  here,  still  I  must  say  that  we  have  great 
experiences  in  the  musical  realm.  We  have  a 
ladies'  quartet,  trios  (both  ladies'  and  men's) ,  so- 
loists and  good  group  singing.  I  was  so  happy  to 
find  it  this  way.  With  organs  and  a  piano,  good 
players  for  both  and  also  other  smaller  instru- 
ments, one  does  not  have  to  go  hungry  for  good 
music.  Even  though  we  do  not  know  how  long 
we  may  be  here  at  this  station,  nevertheless,  we 
are  grateful  for  this  opportunity  now.  It  helps  to 
give  one  courage  for  the  disappointments  and 
trials  which  one  is  sure  to  meet  in  mission  work. 

Garkida,  Africa. 


News  Items  From  Garkida 

BY  FA  YE  MOYER 
We  Call  It  a  Day 

A  normal  day  is  a  busy  one,  but  at  the  close  there 
are  many  things  that  compensate  for  the  times  of  pres- 
sure and  even  anxious  moments.  The  memories  at 
close  of  day  of  the  little  pleasant  things  that  were  said 
and  done,  and  of  the  personal  touches  along  the  way, 
fall  about  one  like  the  peaceful  fading  of  the  light  when 
the  sun  sets.  In  spite  of  some  perplexing  problems  that 
one  must  necessarily  face,  and  even  very  difficult  situa- 
tions at  times,  at  the  end  of  day  in  the  quiet  of  the  eve- 
ning, it  somehow  smooths  out  and  it  all  blends  into  one 
picture,  and  we  call  it  a  day.  And  like  the  glow  of  a 
colorful  sunset  seen  through  the  palm  trees,  the  day 
ends  beautifully.  And  that  is  how  it  is  with  me  as  I 
sit  looking  out  of  my  west  window,  past  the  bank  of 
pink  and  red  zinnias  and  golden  marigolds  against  the 
stone  wall  of  my  front  yard.  And  I  look  out  across  the 
valley  dotted  with  tall  palms,  far  beyond  where  the 
mountain  ridge  meets  the  sky  in  a  purple  haze.     The 


evening  is  just  beginning  and  the  white  clouds  are  float- 
ing lazily  at  the  edge  of  the  mountains,  waiting  for  the 
sun  to  play  on  them  with  the  pretty  colors  of  the  fading 
day.    And  this  is  the  end  of  another  normal  day. 

The  School  Headmaster 

The  new  headmaster  is  assuming  his  responsibilities 
in  a  commendable  manner.  He  is  a  Bura  boy  who  was 
away  attending  a  middle  school  of  the  Church  Mission- 
ary Society  at  Zaria,  up  country  in  Nigeria.  Biram  She- 
langwa  is  his  name.  He  has  a  family  of  four  children.  He 
was  one  of  my  first  language  teachers  when  I  came  to 
Garkida  in  1931.  He  went  away  soon  after  that,  but  has 
now  returned  to  his  home  town  of  Garkida  where  he 
hopes  to  stay.  We  hope  he  may  stay.  He  is  a  good 
Christian  and  has  a  good  influence  in  this  community. 
I  find  him  especially  helpful  in  meeting  problems  with 
the  Bura  children,  for  he  is  one  of  them  and  he  knows 
how  they  think.  I  have  made  him  the  headmaster  of 
the  elementary  school  this  year,  and  he  is  very  good 
indeed.  The  teachers  are  very  co-operative.  He  hopes 
to  take  his  examination  for  the  first  teacher's  certificate 
from  the  government  this  December.  He  will  be  the 
first  Bura  man  to  try  this  advanced  step. 

Appreciation  of  the  Radio 

I  surely  do  appreciate  my  radio.  I  can't  think  of  a 
gift  that  could  have  been  more  appreciated  just  now. 
I  thank  the  liberal  donors  at  home  over  and  over  again. 
One  just  does  like  to  know  what  is  going  on  these 
days  and  nights.  This  is  especially  true  when  one  is  in 
the  country  of  a  people  who  are  at  war.  It  helps  us  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  important  moves  in  our  United 
States. 

Irregular  Mail 

Mails  are  very  irregular.  It  has  been  about  five  weeks 
since  I  have  had  letters  from  the  States.  This  week  we 
hope  we  may  receive  a  full  mail  from  home. 

Garkida,  Africa. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  January  4-11 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Thirty-seven  years  ago,  Bro.  and  Sister  J.  M.  Blough 
went  to  India  for  the  first  time.  Since  then  they  have 
returned  to  the  land  of  their  adoption  four  times.  Last 
year  when  they  returned  to  India,  they  were  located  at 
Bulsar.  Bulsar  is  not  a  new  home  to  them  for  they 
had  lived  there  before. 

Bulsar  is  the  oldest  of  our  mission  stations  in  India, 
and  it  has  always  been  a  place  where  mission  work  has 
been  heavy.  Conditions  and  circumstances  have  been 
such  that  missionaries  have  found  it  a  place  that  chal- 
lenges the  best  service  they  can  give. 

Late  in  the  fall,  Bro.  Blough  reported  that  the  Bulsar 
Bible  School  was  running  nicely.  Bro.  Blough  and 
Bro.  Govindji  K.  Satvedi  are  the  teachers. 

Word  has  recently  come  telling  of  the  severe  wind 
and  rain  storm  which  passed  over  a  large  section  of  the 
India  field  destroying  much  property.  Sections  of  the 
tile  rocfs  have  been  lifted  off  bungalows,  schools  and 
hospitals,  and  windmills  have  been  blown  down.  All 
of  this  has  caused  much  damage  and  will  require  a  lot 
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of  work  and  money  to  repair.  The  damage  done  at 
Bulsar  only  makes  acute  the  pressure  for  help  which 
is  always  present. 

The   closing   four   words   of  Bro.   Blough's   letter   are 
quoted:     "Keep  praying  for  us." 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

A  "Vigil  of  Prayer"  lasting  for  24  hours  was  main- 
tained at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle,  New  York  City,  on 
the  day  of  registration  for  Selective  Service.  Many  who 
came  formulated  their  prayers  in  writing,  and  these 
have  been  published  in  booklet  form. 

Many  are  dying  of  starvation  reports  a  relief  worker 
from  Bishop  House,  Hong  Kong,  China.  Dr.  Hylbert, 
chairman  of  the  American  Advisory  Committee,  quotes 
from  this  relief  worker  as  follows:  "Is  it  enough  to  re- 
port that  sixty  people  are  being  buried  daily  by  the 
Fong  Pin  Hospital  in  Canton,  and  1,200  were  buried  in 
Sun  Wui  in  May,  and  that  the  primary  cause  was  just 
starvation.     We  can  use  well  whatever  you  can  spare." 

Dr.  A.  J.  Muste,  speaking  recently  before  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Pacifist  Ministers  of  the  Chicago  area,  said  that 
400  members  were  received  into  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  during  September,  which  is  twice  as 
many  as  for  September  a  year  ago.  He  also  stated  that 
there  was  no  disunity  within  the  pacifist  movement  be- 
cause of  difference  in  tactics  on  registration  day,  and 
that  he  knew  of  no  cases  in  which  bishops  or  other  high 
ecclesiastical  leaders  had  not  backed  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Smith  of  the  China  Bible  House, 
Chengtu,  China,  writes  as  follows:  "Our  nearest  bomb 
(on  October  5th)  was  no  more  than  100  yards  away  from 
where  we  were,  but  fortunately,  it  was  a  small  bomb, 
although  it  must  have  been  from  this  one  that  three 
places  of  our  garden  started  to  burn.  One  of  these  was 
at  the  mouth  of  the  shelter  where  we  were.  I  was  able 
to  put  it  out  with  sand.  .  .  .  We  are  undecided  as  to  the 
best  way  to  avoid  another  bombing,  for  if  we  go  out- 
side the  city,  we  shall  need  to  go  quite  a  few  miles.  .  .  . 
whereas  by  staying  in  the  compound  it  may  be  possible 
to  avoid  fires  by  putting  them  out  while  they  are  still 
small."  It  is  of  special  interest  to  note  that  it  was  at 
Chengtu  that  the  companion  of  Howard  Sollenberger 
died  while  they  were  making  their  way  to  the  coast  in 
hopes  of  taking  ship  for  America. 

Giles  Zimmerman  of  the  Scattergood  Hostel,  West 
Branch,  Iowa,  said  in  a  recent  address  that  there  were 
8,000,000  refugees  before  Hitler's  invasion  of  Poland, 
and  that  there  are  about  60,000,000  refugees  today,  in- 
cluding 45,000,000  in  China  and  15,000,000  in  Europe. 
At  the  end  of  June,  1940,  there  were  about  60,000  dis- 
tributed over  the  United  States.  He  added  that  307 
new  industries  have  been  started  in  the  United  States 
by  refugees  and  that  every  two  refugees  have  put  three 
Americans  to  work;  thus  they  are  an  aid  rather  than  a 
hindrance  to  the  unemployment  problem.  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren  now  has  a  vital  part  in  American  refu- 
gee work.  We  have  workers  both  at  Scattergood  and 
Quaker  Hill  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  we  are  giving  a  sub- 
stantial sum  in  support  of  this  work. 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  recently 
began  the  practice  of  issuing  a  bulletin  at  stated  inter- 


vals giving  interesting  details  of  their  world-wide  serv- 
ice program.  Many  things  in  their  September  bulletin 
impress  the  reader.  The  following  are  some  of  these 
items  of  interest:  In  July,  Howard  Kershner  returned 
to  France  as  director  of  relief  in  that  field.  His  pro- 
gram of  work,  developing  from  earlier  relief  activities 
for  Spanish  refugees,  now  includes  large-scale  distribu- 
tion of  relief  to  women  and  children  of  many  nationali- 
ties in  southern  France,  involving  a  budget  of  2,000,000 
francs  or  approximately  $40,000  a  month.  One  of  How- 
ard Kershner's  last  letters  conveys  his  acute  distress  at 
the  possibility  of  having  to  reduce  relief  services  to  in- 
clude only  Spanish  mutilated  men  and  Spanish  children. 
Widespread  relief  of  women  and  children  and  refugees 
will  have  to  be  curtailed  if  blockade  restrictions  are 
continued.  Our  own  David  Blickenstaff  is  mentioned 
as  one  of  these  workers  in  southern  France.  We  were 
also  interested  in  the  testimony  of  one  of  their  250 
campers  in  their  work  camps:  "Now  that  camp  is  over, 
let  me,  through  you,  thank  the  Service  Committee  for 
a  most  wonderful  and  inspiring  summer's  experience.  I 
need  not  repeat  in  writing  what  you  must  already  know, 
that  the  committee  is  doing  a  most  noble  service  in  giv- 
ing us,  as  campers,  an  opportunity  which  surpasses  the 
value  derived  from  any  college  course;  and  in  giving 
the  community  in  which  the  camp  is  situated  a  helping 
hand  and  an  inkling  into  what  a  better  life  can  be  like." 


World-wide  News 

COMPILED  BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

Keep  on  Praying 

Pastor  David  Ling,  of  the  largest  Methodist  church  in 
Foochow,  sent  this  personal  message  to  Madame  Chiang: 
"Tell  her  that  ever  since  the  war  began,  the  members 
of  our  church  have  been  meeting  each  Sunday  after- 
noon for  an  hour  to  pray  for  China  and  Japan,  and  for 
the  Generalissimo  and  herself.  And  each  morning,  a 
few  of  us  meet  at  the  church  also  for  prayer  for  the 
nation." 

Korea  Stresses  Stewardship 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Korea  has  for  over  a  gen- 
eration stressed  the  Biblical  basis  of  Christian  steward- 
ship in  its  Bible  teaching  program  for  the  rank  and 
file  of  its  members.  More  than  100,000  Christian  Ko- 
reans come  together  every  year  at  their  own  expense  to 
study  the  Bible  and  to  be  taught  the  meaning  of  Chris- 
tian stewardship  and  methods  of  church  work.  They 
meet  for  a  week  to  ten  days  in  the  winter  and  return 
to  their  homes  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  of 
the  Bible  to  their  fellow-villagers  and  to  work  as  lay 
assistants  to  their  pastors. 

Growth  of  the  Christian  Church 

In  1912,  Samuel  Azariah  of  South  India  was  chosen 
as  the  first  Indian-born  bishop  of  the  Dornakal  diocese. 
Many  factors  have  led  to  the  church's  growth  in  Dorna- 
kal, but  humanly  speaking,  Bishop  Azariah's  leadership 
has  been  chiefly  responsible.  The  mission  began  with  one 
English  priest  and  half  a  dozen  Indians.  There  are  now, 
besides  an  assistant  bishop,  168  clergy,  nearly  2.000  lay 
workers  and  176,000  baptized  persons.  The  bishop's 
influence  has  developed  and  widened  until  he  is  now 
recognized  not  only  as  a  leader  in  church  and  civic  and 
social  welfare  matters  throughout  India  but  as  a  Chris- 
tian leader  of  the  world. 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— January   4,    1941 


21 


THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


CHURCH   ARCHITECTURE 


Introductory 

By  M.  R.  Zigler,  Elgin,  Illinois 
Many  of  our  churches  desire  to  build  or 
to  remodel  their  buildings.  The  demand 
became  so  great  that  the  General  Mission 
Board  through  its  Home  Department  de- 
cided that  assistance  would  be  given  by  em- 
ploying a  master  builder  to  serve  as  a 
building  counselor.  After  very  careful 
consideration  C.  H.  Deardorff  was  selected. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  pastor  and 
he  has  assisted  in  building  many  church 
structures. 

His  first  building  project  under  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board  was  the  Oklahoma  City 
church.  A  report  on  this  will  be  available 
very  soon.  He  is  now  working  in  Cali- 
fornia. It  is  anticipated  that  he  will  have 
enough  work  in  Northern  California  to  de- 
mand his  entire  time  until  next  summer. 
His  service  and  counsel  were  desired  by 
many  churches  of  the  district.  Brother 
Deardorff  has  become  our  adviser  in 
church  building.  Any  church  having  need 
for  his  advice  will  address  him  'at  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111.  His  mail  will  be  for- 
warded to  him. 

Materials  in  this  issue  have  been  pro- 
vided mostly  by  E.  M.  Conover,  who  is  the 
executive  secretary  of  the  Interdenomina- 
tional Bureau  of  Architecture  of  the  Home 
Missions  Council.  For  a  number  of  years  we  have  been 
helping  support  this   interdenominational  bureau. 

The  House  of  God 

Every  church  building  or  improvement  program 
needs  to  be  undertaken  as  a  truly  religious  endeavor. 
It  should  be  an  effective  means  of  spiritual  advance  in 
which  every  member  and  constituent  may  be  led  to  a 
greater  appreciation  of  the  church  and  achieve  a  deeper 
religious  experience.  Such  a  truly  religious  enterprise 
as  building  the  church  and  improving  its  equipment 
need  not  be  followed  by  any  unhappy  results.  Errors 
in  plans  can  be  avoided.  Debts  that  burden  the  regu- 
lar work  are  unnecessary  and  certainly  unwise. 

From  the  "rule  book"  of  one  denomination  we  read, 
"Let  our  church  buildings  be  designed  in  keeping  with 
the  lofty  purposes  of  providing  for  divine  worship,  for 
the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacraments,  and  for  the 
ministries  of  preaching,  religious  education,  and  fellow- 
ship and  service.  Funds  devoted  to  the  erection  and 
equipment  of  church  property  should  be  most  judicious- 
ly and  effectively  administered  and  building  projects 
should  become  religious  and  spiritual  advances  in  the 
life  of  the  congregation." 

The  very  first  step  toward  a  successful  building  or 
remodeling  project  is  to  secure  the  best  possible  advice 
and  consultation  service.  A  small  enterprise  may  in- 
volve many  problems  of  serious  import  to  the  church. 


A  church  plan  submitted  by  the 

Interdenominational   Bureau   of 

Architecture 


Before  the  Architect  Comes 

Before  the  architect  is  engaged,  plans  secured,  or  def- 
inite decisions  made  regarding  even  the  smallest  build- 
ing improvement,  it  is  very  essential  to  have  at  least 
the  following  indicated  work  done. 

1.  A  study  of  the  activities  and  methods  found  suc- 
cessful in  Worship,  Christian  Education,  Fellowship  and 
Service. 

2.  A  study  of  the  population  by  various  age  groups, 
population  trends  and  community;  denning  the  responsi- 
bility field. 

3.  A  study  of  other  churches  and  institutions  in  the 
community  to  help  determine  the  needed  program. 

4.  Prepare  a  statement  of  the  needs  in  terms  of  activi- 
ties and  groups  and  the  needed  rooms  and  areas  for 
each. 

5.  A  study  of  possible  sites. 

6.  Study  possible  remodeling  or  enlarging. 

7.  Describe  and  evaluate  experiences  of  other  church 
building  projects. 

8.  Promotion  and  preaching  to  secure  united  support 
of  the  needed  program. 

9.  Estimate  the  probable  financial  resources. 

10.  Show  with  lantern  slides,  typical  blueprints, 
photographs,  exhibits,  various  types  of  buildings,  rooms 
and  equipment. 

11.  Plan  to  organize  the  best  kind  of  building  coun- 
cil or  committee  for  the  study,  promoting,  financing  and 
constructing  of  the  improvement. 
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12.  Write  a  building  program  so  that  an  architect  will 
know  all  the  requirements  to  be  provided. 

13.  Describe  how  to  utilize  space  and  rooms  to  best 
advantage,  how  to  save  costs  by  limiting  ceiling  heights, 
duplicating  use  of  rooms,  etc.,  how  to  build  by  units. 
Make  a  list  of  possible  economies. 

14.  Write  a  check  list  so  nothing  desired  will  be 
omitted  and  so  that  changes  will  not  be  required  after 
the  building  is  started. 

15.  Selecting  an  architect  and  a  builder. 

16.  Write  a  furniture  and  equipment  program. 

17.  Plan  to  make  the  financial  program  a  means  of 
spiritual  growth. 

Suggestive  Plan  of  Building  Program  Organization 

The  General  Committee  should  be  selected  by  the 
church  and  be  representative  of  all  the  departments  and 
interests  of  the  whole  church.  All  committee  meetings 
should  be  conducted  in  recognition  of  the  truly  religious 
aspects  of  the  work.  The  General  Committee  may 
choose  its  general  chairman  and  then  be  divided  into 
four  subcommittees. 

1.  The  Program   or  Findings   Committee. 

2.  The  Construction  Committee. 

3.  The  Publicity  and  Promotion  Committee. 

4.  The  Finance  Committee. 

An  Architectural  Vocabulary 
There  are  a  few  terms  in  church  architecture  a  clear 
understanding  of  which  will  help  avoid  confusion  when 
discussing  plans  and  features  of  the  building. 

1.  Sanctuary.  Commonly  accepted  term  for  the  main 
worship  room.  Auditorium,  while  properly  descriptive 
of  some  unfortunately  planned  worship  rooms,  has  no 
proper  place  in  the  church  vocabulary  unless  it  applies 
to  a  room  used  for  dramatics,  etc.  In  some  churches 
the  sanctuary  means  the  space  commonly  known  as  the 
chancel. 

2.  Nave.  Central  division  of  the  church  in  which  the 
congregation  is  seated. 

3.  Chancel  or  choir.  The  portion  of  the  church  used 
by  the  ministry  and  usually  by  the  choir,  containing  a 
lectern,  pulpit,  altar  or  table,  baptistry,  clergy  stalls, 
choir  stalls,  and  other  equipment  for  the  service  of  wor- 
ship and  the  sacraments. 

4.  Narthex.  The  vestibule  for  closed-in  porch  across 
the  building  at  the  rear  of  the  nave. 

5.  Clerestory.  The  wall  above  the  arches  and  pillars 
in  the  church  that  has  roofed-over  side  walls. 

6.  Apse.  A  semi-circular  or  polygonal  termination  of 
a  choir  or  chancel. 

7.  Reredos.  A  screen  behind  an  altar;  of  wood,  mar- 
ble or  stone. 

8.  Dossal.     A  hanging  of  fabric  behind  an  altar. 

9.  Fenestration.  The  whole  system  and  arrangement 
of  windows  and  other  wall  openings. 

Remodeling  Existing  Buildings 

A  great  many  buildings  that  are  too  good  to  destroy 
may  be  remodeled  in  such  ways  as  to  facilitate  a  very 
efficient  program.  In  some  cases,  just  building  a  parti- 
tion or  flooring  over  a  room  that  has  a  ceiling  of  greater 
height  than  necessary  will  make  an  improvement  of 
immeasurable  effectiveness.  The  principal  elements  for 
success  in  a  remodeling  program  are: 

1.  A  complete  statement  of  needs  for  the  program  of 
the  immediate  future. 


2.  A  survey  of  the  building  to  discover  its  possibili- 
ties in  view  of  the  needs  of  the  program. 

3.  An  examination  of  the  entire  structure  by  an  ar- 
chitect of  excellent  ability  to  deal  with  this  sometimes 
difficult  and  involved  problem. 

4.  Outline  or  preliminary  plans  prepared  by  the  ar- 
chitect or  consulting  architect  and  estimates  of  cost  se- 
cured. 

As  in  other  improvement  programs,  the  remodeling 
enterprise  may  be  accomplished  by  taking  up  one  unit 
at  a  time. 

Landscaping 
We  realize  as  never  before  in  America  the  drawing 
power  and  excellent  community  influence  of  attractive 
church  grounds.    A  grading  and  planting  plan  should  be 
laid  out  by  landscape   architects  in  co-operation  with 
the  architects  of  the  building,  then  competitive  bids  se- 
cured from  nursery  men  and  landscape  contractors. 
Books 
Useful  books  on  modern  church  building  are  limited 
in  number.    The  following  are  suggested  as  a  list  to  be 
read  or  consulted: 

History 
A  History  of  Religious  Architecture,  by  E.  H.   Short, 
MacMillan,    1936.      Architecture    as    a    means    of   re- 
ligious  expression.      Invaluable.     Nontechnical. 
A  History  of  Architecture,  Sir  Banister  Fletcher.    Hun- 
dreds  of   illustrations. 
A  Short  History  of  Art.  DeForest  and  Caffin,  N.  Y.,  1927. 

Well   illustrated. 
The  English  Parish  Church,  J.  C.  Cox. 

ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Our  Church  Paper 
Scripture:     1  John  2:  1-17 

Sunday,  January  19 

I.  Reasons  Why  the  Gospel  Messenger  Should  Go  Regu- 
larly to  Brethren  Homes 

1.  The  Messenger  stands  for  those  great  ideals  which 
the  Brethren  have  held  dear  for  more  than  two  cen- 
turies. 

2.  The  Messenger  is  a  wholesome  influence,  able  to 
offset  much  of  the  cheap  chatter  of  the  radio  and  the 
sordidness  of  the  newspaper  and  popular  magazine. 

3.  The  Messenger  each  week  carries  helpful  news  and 
information  about  our  brotherhood  at  home  and  abroad. 

4.  The  Messenger  carries  special  help  for  members  of 
the  home  and  leaders  of  the  church. 

5.  The  Messenger  is  good  food  for  the  Christian's 
mental  and  spiritual  development. 

Note:  Let  someone  briefly  discuss  these  reasons  and 
others,  using  a  Gospel  Messenger  to  show  the  divisions. 

II.  The  Problem  of  Maintaining  the  Subscription 

For  this  talk  see  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  November 
16,  1940,  page  4,  article,  Your  Gospel  Messenger. 

III.  The  Gospel  Messenger's  New  Club  Plan 

For  this  talk  see  the  article  under  this  title  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  December  28,  1940,  by  Harl  Rus- 
sell. 

IV.  What  Plan  Is  Best  for  Your  Local  Church? 

Note:  Send  to  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin, 
111.,  for  additional  free  information  and  materials  on 
Messenger  subscription  plans. 
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The  Church  Architecture  of  Protestantism,  A.  L.  Drum- 
mond,  Edinburgh,  1934. 

The  Appreciation  of  Architecture 

The  Enjoyment  of  Architecture.  Hamlin.  C.  H.  Caffin, 
N.  Y.,  1917.    How  to  study  architecture. 

The  Appeal  of  Architecture,  Belcher.  The  principles 
and  qualities  to  be  sought  in  buildings  of  character. 

The  Practical  Book  of  Architecture,  C.  M.  Price,  Lippin- 
cott,  1932. 

Church  Building 

Building  the  House  of  God.  General  practical  guide  es- 
pecially for  pastors.  Interdenominational  Bureau  of 
Architecture. 

Art  and  Religion,  Von  Ogden  Vogt,  Chicago.  Excep- 
tionally important. 

The  Technique  of  Public  Worship,  Odgers  and  Schutz. 

Rebuilding  the  Town  and  Country  Church,  A  booklet 
of  plans  and  suggestions.  Interdenominational  Bu- 
reau of  Architecture. 

Church  Building  Examination  Blank.  Interdenomina- 
tional Bureau  of  Architecture. 


LEADERSHIP 

Leadership  Education 

By  L.  Avery  Fleming,  Elgin,  Illinois 

"Enclosed  find  an  application  for  accreditation  of  a 
class  in  our  Sunday  school  pursuing  a  First  Series 
Course.  These  are  young  people  who  are  preparing  for 
teaching  work  in  our  school.  We  have  seven  of  our 
teachers  in  our  Community  Leadership  School  of  which 
I  am  the  dean." 

The  above  news  was  contained  in  a  letter  received 
from  one  of  our  city  ministers.  Another  minister  has 
recently  organized  a  course  adapted  to  the  special  needs 
of  a  young  married  people's  Sunday-school  class. 

Probably  every  local  church  should  be  offering  at 
least  some  of  the  courses  listed  in  the  First  or  Second 
Series  of  the  Standard  Leadership  Curriculum.  The 
problem  of  developing  leaders  in  the  local  church  is 
always  present  and  formal  courses  contribute  to  this 
development. 

Courses  in  the  Standard  Curriculum  may  be  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  all  church  workers.  Whether  your 
church  has  two  or  two  hundred  workers,  whether  it 
has  one  room  or  a  dozen  rooms,  whether  it  is  in  an 
isolated  rural  community  or  in  a  metropolitan  city, 
whether  your  workers  have  limited  education  or  have 
college  degrees — whatever  the  case,  these  courses  can 
improve  your  work.  Courses  may  be  offered  with  or 
without  credit. 

First  Series  Courses 

These  courses  are  simple  in  nature,  the  texts  are  in- 
expensive, leader's  guides  are  available  for  many  of 
the  courses,  and  the  time  required  for  each  course  is 
short  (ten  hours,  including  time  in  class  and  time  for 
study).  They  may  be  taken  in  any  one  of  several 
ways:  (1)  in  a  training  class;  (2)  in  a  workers'  con- 
ference; (3)  in  an  institute  or  convention;  (4)  by  in- 
dividual study. 

A  large  number  of  courses  have  been  approved,  and 
others  may  be  offered  by  special  arrangement.  Com- 
plete information  is  contained  in  Educational  Bulletin 
No.  501,  price  10c. 


Second  Series  Courses 

Second  Series  courses  are  more  advanced  than  the 
First  Series  courses.  The  minimum  time  required  for 
completion  of  one  of  these  courses  is  twenty  hours  (in- 
cluding time  in  class  and  time  for  study.)  Accredita- 
tion of  each  class  or  school  and  of  each  instructor  is 
necessary,  unless  special  arrangement  is  made  to  offer 
a  course  without  an  accredited  instructor. 

Full  information  regarding  these  courses  is  contained 
in  Education  Bulletin  No.  502,  price  20c. 

A  free  circular,  Helpful  Courses  for  You  and  Your 
Fellow  Workers,  will  be  mailed  to  all  who  request  it. 
In  addition  to  the  circular,  Bulletins  No.  501  and  502 
are  essential  for  a  more  detailed  description  of  the 
courses.  Address  all  inquiries  to  L.  Avery  Fleming, 
Director  of  Leadership  Education,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Women's  Work  in  Northeastern  Ohio 

The  women  of  Northeastern  Ohio  met  Oct.  8,  1940, 
at  the  Ashland  City  church  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
trict conference.  The  meeting  opened  Tuesday  at 
10:00  A.M.,  with  the  ministers'  wives  in  charge.  The 
devotions  were  conducted  by  Sister  Edna  Showalter. 
Sister  Ethel  Stickler  gave  a  book  review  of  Christian 
Home  Making. 

We  had  as  guest  speaker  Sister  Anetta  Mow  of 
Elgin,  111.  In  showing  Our  Responsibilities  to  Women 
of  Other  Lands  she  stressed  sharing  our  religion,  Chris- 
tianity being  the  most  wonderful  religion  in  all  the 
world.  She  gave  some  of  the  results  of  missions  in 
other  lands. 

The  women's  work  program  was  rendered  in  the  af- 
ternoon, beginning  at  1:30  o'clock  with  a  fine  response 
to  the  roll  call.  Sister  Kettering  conducted  the  worship 
service.  The  business  was  cared  for,  then  followed  a 
reading  by  Sister  E.  D.  Nolt.  Sister  Flora  Hoff  and 
daughter,  Sister  Miriam  Fetter,  sang,  Oh,  to  Be  More 
Like  Jesus.  There  was  also  a  presentation  of  the 
mission  study  book,  Stand  By  for  China,  by  Sister 
Jeanette  Basile. 

Our  guest  speaker,  Sister  Mow,  gave  a  stirring  ad- 
dress on  The  Relief  Situation  and  What  We  Can  Do  to 
Relieve  It.  We  had  been  and  are  still  doing  something 
to  relieve  it,  and  brought  together  at  Ashland  one  hun- 
dred and  two  bags  and  two  cartons  of  bedding,  cloth- 
ing, shoes,  soap,  etc.,  weighing  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  pounds,  which  are  to  be  sent  to 
Philadelphia  for  relief.  Several  women's  groups  had 
sent  bags  of  bedding  and  clothing  earlier  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Akron,  Ohio.  Mrs.  M.  S.  Young. 


The  Good  Samaritan  in  Action  Today 

There  is  a  grave  question,  international  yet  with  na- 
tional responsibility. 

To  paraphrase,  let  us  consider  Finland,  Norway,  Den- 
mark and  Belgium  as  representing  the  unfortunate  man 
on  the  Jericho  road.  Innocent,  he  was  caught  in  the 
throes  of  cruel  war,  robbed,  stripped  of  rightful  belong- 
ings, beaten  and  left  half  dead  to  suffer  and  die. 

As  a  nation,  who  are  we — the  priest,  the  Levite  or  the 
good  Samaritan?    The  priest  chancing  to  see  their  con- 
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dition,  says,  "I  am  not  responsible  for  their  plight.  It's 
not  my  duty.  I  will  pass  on  the  other  side."  The  Levite 
conies  that  way  also  and,  going  over  to  see  their  condi- 
tion, he  too  shifts  responsibility.  He  is  only  a  first-mile 
religionist.  "Let  those  who  committed  the  deed  come 
and  care  for  them,"  he  says  and  passes  by.  Finally  a 
Samaritan,  passing  by  on  a  journey,  sees  the  poor  suf- 
ferer, goes  to  him,  dismounts  his  beast,  administers 
first-aid  treatment,  places  the  injured  man  upon  his 
beast,  takes  him  to  an  inn,  and  provides  for  the  poor 
man's  care  and  comfort,  even  to  paying  the  bills. 

Now  which  will  we  as  a  nation  be?  Our  answer  will 
be  governed  either  by  cold  duty  or  by  warm  love. 

Christ  would  say  as  he  said  to  his  disciples  when  a 
vast  multitude  needed  help,  "Feed  them." 

Riverside,  Calif.  L.  D.  Bosserman. 


to  5  o'clock  and  in  the  evening  from  7  to  9.  At  this  time  «eventy- 
six  relatives,  neighbors  and  friends  called.  Congratulations,  flow- 
ers, gifts,  telegrams  and  goodwill  were  given  to  the  couple. 

Goshen,  Ind.  Mrs.   Mina  Ganger. 


Leola  Mohler  Has  Gone  Home 

After  forty-five  years  of  faithful  service  as  a  minister's  wife 
Leola  Mohler  has  gone  home.  While  the  lights  were  burning  in 
the  little  church  on  520   Colorado  Avenue  and   worshipers  were 

listening  to  the  song.  The  Holy 
City,  with  beautiful  colored  pic- 
tures, Sister  Leola  Mohler  went 
home  to  be  with  her  Savior. 

She  was  born  Nov.  1,  1876,  at 
Warrensburg,  Mo.,  in  the  home 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  Fry.  She 
answered  the  Master's  call  in 
youth  and  chose  a  church  home 
and  a  Christian  coinpanion.  Eld. 
H.  H.  Mohler,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  Nov.  17,  1938.  Thus  in 
two  years  the  humble  cottage  on 
West  Main  has  enriched  heaven 
with  two  great  souls  transferred 
from  the  little  mission  church 
where  they  served  over  twenty- 
five  years  to  the  church  trium- 
phant. Their  pay  was  not 
checks  from  the  church  treas- 
ury, but  as  they  often  said  to 
me,  "God  will  reward  us  in 
heaven." 
Sister  Mohler  served  as  superintendent  and  teacher  in  the 
church  school,  and  so  her  life  and  influence  live  on.  As  one 
young  man  who  is  on  the  State  Board  of  Christian  Endeavor  re- 
marked, "My  Sunday-school  teacher,  Mrs.  Mohler,  has  helped 
me  to  Christian  service." 

Truly  heaven  has  smiled  upon  their  children  with  gifts  that 
money  cannot  buy.  May  their  mantles  fall  upon  those  who  fol- 
low. 

Their  children  are:  Miss  Cathryn  Mohler,  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Wichita,  Kans.;  Harvey  H.  Mohler  of  Alhambra,  Calif.; 
Mrs.  Lois  Donovon;  Mrs.  Beulah  Yant  and  Marcus  and  Lowell, 
all  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.  There  are  five  grandchildren  and 
one  sister  in  California. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Grand  Junction  with  the  under- 
signed, her  pastor,  in  charge.    He  was  assisted  by  Bro.  F.  Jarboe. 
The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Crown  Point  cemetery. 
Grand  Junction,  Colo.  O.  H.  Feiler. 


Price  Golden  Wedding 

On  Sunday,  Nov.  3,  Brother  and  Sister  John  Price  of  Goshen, 
Ind.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  at  their  home. 

Bro  John  Price  was  born  in  Marshall  County  near  Bourbon, 
Ind  He  is  the  son  of  Nelson  and  Elizabeth  Ulery  Price.  Mrs. 
Price  youngest  of  the  nine  children  of  Daniel  S.  and  Barbara 
Rarick  Cripe,  was  born  in  Clinton  Township  near  Goshen,  Ind. 

Brother  and  Sister  Price  were  married  Nov.  2,  1890,  in  the  home 
of  Bro  Abraham  Neff,  who  at  that  time  lived  on  Emerson  St., 
Goshen  Ind.  They  lived  on  farms  in  Clinton  and  Elkhart  town- 
ships until  1920,  when  they  moved  to  their  present  home  in  West 
Goshen  near  the  West  Goshen  church,  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers All  their  married  lives  they  have  lived  in  the  bounds  of 
and  attended  first  the  Rock  Run  church,  then  the  West  Goshen 
church.  Bro.  Price,  who  is  seventy-two  and  Mrs.  Price,  who  is 
seventy-three,   are   both   enjoying   reasonable   health. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  living.  They  are: 
Mrs  Mina  Ganger  living  one  mile  southwest  of  Goshen,  Guy 
Price  of  1211  West  Division  St.,  Goshen,  and  Clarence  Price  of 
534  South  Third  St.,  also  of  Goshen. 

On  Sunday  a  dinner  was  served  at  noon  to  the  family,  rela- 
tives and  friends.     Open  house  was  held  in  the  afternoon  from  2 


Passing  of  Valentine  E.  Whitmer 

Valentine  E.  Whitmer  was  born  near  Covington,  Ohio,  Jan. 
13,  1859.  He  passed  away  Nov.  12,  1940,  aged  81  years  and  10 
months.     He  was  the  son   of  Benj.   B.  Whitmer  and  Jane  Best. 

At  about  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  moved  to  Illinois  with  his 
parents,  where  he  lived  until 
he  had  finished  his  education, 
having  chosen  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. He  attended  college  at 
Mt.  Morris,  111.,  working  for 
Bro.  John  H.  Moore  to  help  pay 
his  way  through  college.  He 
accepted  a  position  as  teacher 
in  Mitchell,  S.  Dak.,  and  on  Oct. 
21,  1891,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Rosella  Harnish  of  Quinter, 
Kans. 

He  next  moved  to  Conway 
Springs,  Kans.,  and  joined  his 
father-in-law,  J.  S.  Harnish,  in 
the  grain  business.  The  family 
lived  in  Conway  Springs  until  1905,  when  they  moved  to  Wich- 
ita, Kans.,  where  Bro.  Whitmer  engaged  in  the  coal,  feed  and 
building  material  business.  In  1919  he  sold  out  his  business 
interests  in  Wichita,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Zenda,  Kans., 
where  he  and  his  son  Lloyd  entered  the  hardware  and  imple- 
ment business,  known  all  over  Kingman  County  and  the  sur- 
rounding territory  as  "Whitmer  &  Son."  For  a  number  of 
years  he  was  also  manager  of  the  Zenda  Grain  &  Supply  Co., 
and  had  been  the  mayor  of  the  little  city  of  Zenda  for  eighteen 
years,  which  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Bro.  Whitmer  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  of  Wichita,  Kans.  Brother  and  Sister  Whitmer  had 
recently  returned  from  a  five-weeks  trip  to  California,  Bro. 
Whitmer  having  driven  the  entire  trip  out  and  back,  and  had 
celebrated  their  49th  wedding  anniversary  last  Oct.  21  at  Glen- 
dale,  Calif. 

Socially  and  in  a  business  way  he  had  become  one  of  the 
influential  men  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived.  Charitable  and 
sympathetic  with  those  less  fortunate,  he  many  times  went  out 
of  his  way  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 

On  Nov.  12  he  left  home  about  4  o'clock  to  go  duck  hunting. 
When  he  failed  to  return,  a  search  was  made  for  him  and  it  was 
found  he  had  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack  while  returning 
from  the  lake. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  Zenda,  Kans.,  Nov.  16,  by 
Bro.  James  Elrod,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Wichita,  assisted  by  Rev.  F.  W.  Deitrich  of  Walton,  Kans.,  and 
Rev.  C.  B.  Gentry.  All  three  pastors  had  been  acquainted  with 
his  life.  They  brought  messages  of  comfort  to  those  sorrowing. 
Interment  was  in  the  Conway  Springs,  Kansas,  cemetery,  with 
Bro.  Paul  Thompson  officiating. 

Zenda,  Kans.  Mrs.  Lee  McChesney. 


Feasts  for  Body  and  Soul 

While  examining  some  of  the  books  of  Elder  Jacob  Beeghly  I 
came  across  this  interesting  account  of  love  feast  expenses  of 
the  Bear  Creek  congregation,  Maryland,  for  June  22,  1850 — 

"Cost  of  100  loaves  of  bread,  two  calves,  six  shoats;  four  sheep, 
three  hams  of  bacon,  50  pounds  of  butter,  $2  worth  of  coffee,  $1 
worth  of  wine,  32  pounds  of  sugar,  ten  bushels  of  oats."  This 
was  paid  for  by  twenty-one  brethren  whose  names  are  given,  also 
the  Valley  Judge  gave  $15.25  and  the  Virginia  Judge  $10,  totaling 
$76.01. 

You  may  wonder  why  so  much  was  used,  but  dinner  at  least 
was  served  Saturday,  and  then  there  was  the  love  feast  Satur- 
day evening.  All  came  to  the  church  for  breakfast  on  Sunday 
morning  and  then  stayed  for  dinner  after  services. 

For  1851  we  have  the  following  account:  "100  loaves  of  bread, 
four  sheep,  30  pounds  bacon,  25  pounds  of  sugar,  50  pounds  of 
butter,  six  gallons  apple  butter,  sixteen  pounds  of  coffee,  I2V2 
bushels  oats,  and  half  a  bushel  of  dried  apples." 

Bear  Creek  was  never  a  very  large  congregation,  but  was  noted 
for  hospitality.  While  these  old  soldiers  of  the  cross  had  a  real 
feast  for  the  body,  likewise  the  soul  was  fed.  The  ministers 
filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  delivered  the  Word  with  power  and  so 
earnestly  contended  for  the  faith  that  many  were  led  to  this 
new  way.  There  is  a  possibility  of  abbreviating  the  ordinances 
of  the  house  of  God  until  we  may  lose  their  power.  While  we 
may  not  want  to  go  back  to  the  old  way  of  holding  love  feasts,  is 
there  not  a  possibility  of  losing  the  deep  spiritual  meaning  of  the 
love  feast  when  we  rush  through  with  the  ordinances?  Let  us 
take  time  to  have  love  and  a  feast. 


Eglon,  W.  Va. 


Emra  T.  Fike. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Balsinger-Wallace. — John  W.  Balsinger  and  Elizabeth  W.  Wal- 
lace, at  the  Washington  City  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  the 
undersigned,  May  18,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Baugher-Preslon. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  bride's  home  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  Thornton  M.  Baugher  and  Clara  Lillian  Preston, 
Aug.  5,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Burkill-White. — Calvin  Hayes  Burkitt  and  Sarah  Elizabeth 
White,  at  the  Washington  City  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  the 
undersigned,  June  29,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Cheney-Painter. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Sept. 
30,  1940,  Thomas  E.  Cheney  and  Caroline  L.  Painter,  both  of  Fos- 
toria,  Ohio. — Reuben  Boomershine,  Fostoria,   Ohio. 

Hagedorn-Smilh. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Robert  Lee  Hagedorn  and  Dorothy  May 
Smith,   Sept.   21,    1940. — Warren   D.    Bowman,    Washington,   D.    C. 

Steele-Cave. — Stuart  Carter  Steele  and  Ruth  Elizabeth  Cave, 
Aug.  30,  1940,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City  Church 
of  the  Brethren. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Thomas-Rife. — Jim  D.  Thomas  of  Paradise,  Calif.,  and  Mar- 
garet Ellen  Rife  of  Chico,  Calif.,  Nov.  24,  1940,  by  Bro.  Lee  Whip- 
ple.—Leota  Rife,  Chico,  Calif. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Baker,  Lydia  Caroline  Fadely,  wife  of  Bro.  George  W.  Baker, 
died  at  her  home  about  two  miles  from  Moores  Store,  Va„  on 
Dec.  11,  1940.  She  was  born  on  Dec.  18,  1865.  Early  in  life  she 
united  with  the  Methodist  Church.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, one  daughter,  one  granddaughter,  a  twin  brother  and  two 
sisters.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Flat  Rock 
church  by  Eld.  J.  Carson  Miller,  assisted  by  Eld.  S.  D.  Lindsay. 
Burial  was  in  the  Flat  Rock  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  D.  Wine,  Forest- 
ville,  Va. 

Blair,  Barbara  A.,  widow  of  M.  L.  Blair,  died  in  her  ninetieth 
year  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Greencastle.  She  was  born 
near  Mercersburg,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susannah  Zuck. 
She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Sur- 
viving are  two  daughters,  three  sons,  eight  grandchildren  and 
one  sister.  One  of  her  sons  is  Prof.  John  A.  Blair  of  McPherson, 
Kans.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Welsh  Run 
church  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Chambersburg,  assisted  by  Bro. 
H.  M.  Stover  of  Waynesboro  and  Bro.  H.  B.  Burkholder. — Mrs. 
George  Haldeman,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Carper,  Susanna  Sell,  wife  of  Bro.  William  Carper,  died  in  her 
home  in  Martinsburg  on  Nov.  19,  1940,  at  the  age  of  71  years, 
following  an  extended  illness.  Leaving  the  farm  last  spring 
where  she  had  spent  most  of  her  life  in  faithful  service  to  her 
family  and  those  who  came  into  her  home,  she  lived  with  her 
daughter,  Barbara  Zimmerman,  in  Martinsburg,  where  the  end 
came.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Woodbury  church  for  over 
fifty  years  and  was  devoutly  faithful  in  her  Christian  duties,  par- 
ticularly in  the  aid  society.  She  was  most  kindly  disposed,  sym- 
pathetic and  encouraging.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
daughter,  three  sons,  one  sister,  two  brothers  and  ten  grandchil- 
dren. Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  Bro.  F.  R.  Zook, 
and  Bishop  Stern  in  the  church  in  Martinsburg.  Burial  was  in 
the  Fairview  cemetery  near  by. — John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris, 
Pa. 

Cook,  Harmon  O.,  son  of  Harmon  O.  and  Anna  Cook,  was  born 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  Sept.  1,  1857,  and  passed  away  near  Brook- 
ville,  Ohio,  on  Sept.  26,  1940.  He  was  married  to  Barbara  Earnst 
on  Nov.  27,  1887.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  four  of 
whom  preceded  him  in  death.  There  survive  two  children,  two 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  His  wife  preceded  him 
in  death  March  22,  1939.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Eversole  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Jan.  14,  1906.  He  was  a  good  neighbor,  always 
willing  to  help  in  times  of  need.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  Eversole  church,  with  Brethren  C.  G.  Erbaugh  and 
F.  E.  Woodie  in  charge.  Burial  was  in  the  Eversole  cemetery 
near  by. — Anna  M.  Landis,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Hyllon,  Enoch,  aged  89  years,  died  Dec.  1,  1940.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty-four  years,  and 
served  as  deacon  for  many  years.  He  was  the  second  oldest 
member  of  the  Topeco  church.  Surviving  are  seven  children, 
eighteen  grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren.  His  wife 
and  one  son  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Elders  A.  N.  Hylton  and  Benton  Alderman.  Interment 
was  in  the  Topeco  cemetery. — Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd,  Va. 

Mankin. — John  Fredrick,  lifelong  resident  of  Ray  County,  Mo., 
was  born  Aug.  18,  1857,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1940,  at  the  home  of  his 


daughter,  Mrs.  Callie  Williams.  On  Aug.  14,  1881,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miriam  Harshbarger,  who  passed  away  a  few 
years  later.  On  Sept.  24,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Mollie  E.  Sho- 
walter.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born,  one  dying  in  in- 
fancy. He  is  survived  by  three  children,  four  grandchildren,  one 
great-grandchild  and  two  aged  sisters.  He  spent  his  entire  life 
near  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  attended  church  as  long  as  health 
permitted.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Wakenda 
church  in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  E.  G.  Rodebaugh. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Oscar  Early,  Stet,  Mo. 

Wagner,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  born  at  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  passed 
away  at  his  home  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  on  Nov.  26,  1940. 
He  married  Louise  Whaley  of  Morenci,  Mich.,  who  remains  with 
two  sons,  two  daughters,  nine  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  home  by  Bro. 
J.  A.  Guthrie.  Burial  was  in  the  Zion  cemetery. — Gertrude  E. 
Guthrie,   Metamora,   Ohio. 

Wilt,  Mandilla,  was  born  May  7,  1867,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1940. 
Sister  Wilt  died  from  the  effects  of  a  paralytic  stroke  after  being 
bedfast  for  fifteen  weeks.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Eli 
and  Sarah  Geiman  McKonley.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in 
death  thirty-five  years  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  which  she  loved  and  served  faithfully.  Surviving 
are  one  son,  one  granddaughter,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  from  the  W.  A.  Feiser  funeral  home, 
with  further  services  being  conducted  in  the  church  by  Brethren 
Jacob  E.  Myers,  E.  E.  Baugher  and  Jacob  M.  Stauffer.  Interment 
was  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  cemetery. — A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa. 


E     CHURCH    NEWS 


California 

Chico. — Two  persons  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  two 
weeks'  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  Paul  B.  Studebaker. 
The  love  feast  was  held  at  that  time  also.  The  church  was  richly 
blessed  by  Bro.  Studebaker's  service.  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise,  for- 
merly of  the  Fresno  church  and  now  in  China,  gave  us  a  lecture 
on  what  his  work  in  China  is  to  be,  and  told  us  of  some  of  the 
things  we  can  do  to  help  suffering  humanity  here  at  home.  We 
are  working  on  a  Christmas  program  which  the  children  and 
adults  will  present  to  the  church. — Leota  Rife,  Chico,  Calif., 
Dec.    14. 

Illinois 

Girard. — At  our  last  council  the  church  officers  for  1941  were 
elected.  Bro.  W.  A.  Deardorff  was  chosen  elder;  H.  V.  Stutsman, 
clerk;  G.  S.  Waston  and  Mrs.  Eli  Bowman,  Messenger  agents; 
Bro.  C.  E.  Gibbel,  superintendent;  and  Lois  Stutsman,  primary 
superintendent.  From  Oct.  14  to  27  Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Bur- 
ton of  Lena,  111.,  were  with  us  in  an  evangelistic  meeting.  Bro. 
Burton's  messages  of  practical  Christianity  were  inspiring,  and 
Sister  Burton's  stories  for  the  children  and  her  rag  paintings 
were  interesting  ways  of  presenting  truth.  Sister  Burton  also 
had  charge  of  the  music.  Two  of  our  Sunday-school  girls  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  At  the  father  and  son 
banquet  on  Nov.  22  Attorney  Sam  Smith  of  our  town  gave  a  very 
worth-while  address  on  the  subject.  What  Have  You  in  Your 
Wheelbarrow,  Mr.?  We  united  with  the  churches  of  the  town 
in  a  Thanksgiving  service  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  24.  Pastor 
H.  C.  Albright  brought  the  message.  The  children  of  the  Sun- 
day school  are  preparing  a  Christmas  program  to  be  given  on 
Sunday  evening,  Dec.  22. — Mrs.  H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111., 
Dec.   4. 

Okaw. — At  our  recent  council  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  trustee,  Ben  Arnold;  member  of  the  ministerial  commit- 
tee, Marvin  Arnold;  church  correspondent,  Nora  Arnold.  The 
treasurer  reported  all  bills  paid  and  a  goodly  balance  on  hand. 
Our  new  unified  financial  system,  at  work  almost  a  year,  meets 
with  our  full  approval.  We  decided  to  purchase  new  carpet  for 
the  rostrum.  We  voted  unanimously  to  adopt  the  improved  Gos- 
pel Messenger  club  plan.  The  trustees  have  had  the  church  house 
painted  on  the  outside,  a  fire  escape  put  in  place,  and  a  curtain 
hung  at  the  pulpit.  They  are  now  planning  to  put  in  a  new  bap- 
tistry. At  our  home-coming  and  harvest  meeting  we  were  pleased 
to  have  Bro.  John  Long  and  the  ladies'  trio  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  with  us.  At  the  father  and  son  banquet,  attended  by 
118  persons,  Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of  Champaign  was  guest  speaker. 
The  women's  group  reorganization  for  the  new  year  is  as  follows: 
general  director,  Dora  Shively;  director  of  the  aid,  Anna  Shively; 
director  of  the  missionary  society,  Etta  Arnold.  On  the  evening 
of  Nov.  10  the  women  gave  a  missionary  program.  We  recently 
sent  some  sixty  garments  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  planning  to  give  a  Christmas  play  on  Dec.  22. — 
Estella  Emmert,   Hammond,   111.,  Dec.   13. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  have  been  encouraged  by  the  summer  and 
fall  activities.  The  attendance  at  church  and  Sunday  school  has 
been  very  good.  While  the  adults  are  in  a  discussion  group  on 
Sunday  evening,  the  children  are  in  a  service  led  by  Sister  Iva 
Gerdes.  At  our  council  on  Sept.  18  Bro.  Galen  Gerdes  was 
elected  elder  and  Sister  Orpha  Monoke  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. The  men's  work  projects  of  cutting  wood  and  painting 
the  church  house  have  been  completed.  Bro.  George  Fike  is 
president  of  men's  work.  The  ladies'  aid,  under  the  leadership  of 
Sister  Dan  Blocker,   has   quilted   and  made   garments  and   com- 
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forters  for  war  relief.  The  missionary  society  has  reviewed  the 
book,  Sudan's  Second  Sunup,  by  Desmond  Bittinger.  We  hope 
to  put  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  every  home. — Mae  Hecker,  Pearl 
City,  111.,  Dec.   12. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — Many  activities  and  blessings  have  come  to  the 
Anderson  church  in  the  recent  past.  Among  visiting  speakers 
were  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey  and  Bro.  W.  W.  Peters,  who  were 
■with  us  on  Sundays  when  our  pastor  was  away  in  evangelistic 
work.  Harry  G.  Rowe  was  speaker  at  the  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  Nov.  14,  when  ninety-one  were  present.  Dr.  J.  J.  Haramy 
was  the  speaker  at  a  meeting  in  which  the  men's  work  and 
women's  work  united  for  a  service.  At  our  council  meeting,  held 
on  Nov.  27,  officers  for  the  church  for  1941  were  elected.  Ira 
Hiatt  officiated  at  our  love  feast  held  on  Oct.  5.  About  185 
members  communed;  nine  ministers  were  present.  Preceding 
the  love  feast  the  deacons  completed  the  annual  visit.  Much  in- 
terest was  taken  in  a  workers'  conference  banquet  on  Dec.  9  at 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  when  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school  was  made 
more  vital  to  each  one.  By  the  use  of  art  slides  our  pastor  re- 
cently interpreted  the  two  large  art  glass  windows  in  the  church, 
The  Good  Shepherd,  by  Plockhorst,  and  Christ  Knocking  at  the 
Door,  by  Hofmann.  Just  now  we  are  in  our  Christmas  prepara- 
tions for  programs,  caroling  and  other  interests.— Mrs.  A.  P. 
Musselman,  Anderson,  Ind.,  Dec.  11. 

Auburn. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Dec.  4.  Bro.  John 
Metzler  conducted  the  devotions  and  gave  us  a  helpful  talk  on 
peace.  We  regret  that  more  of  our  young  men  were  not  present 
to  hear  it.  The  report  of  Sister  Goldie  Killion  was  accepted. 
Sister  Martha  Harding's  resignation  from  the  ministerial  board 
"was  accepted,  and  Sister  Clara  Henned  was  elected  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term.  We  are  contemplating  a  Messenger  club  in  the 
near  future. — Mrs.   Mary  I.   Hanson,   Auburn,  Ind.,  Dec.   6. 

Burnellsville.— The  proceeds  of  our  annual  church  sale  held  on 
Oct.  23  were  $338.  About  seventy  took  part  in  the  fall  love  feast 
on  Nov.  2,  some  for  the  first  time.  Members  from  the  Logansport, 
Pipe  Creek,  Fairview  and  Pittsburg  churches  were  present.  The 
ministers  assisting  in  the  service  were  Bro.  John  Wagoner  and 
Eld.  John  Mourer.  The  union  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in 
our  church  on  Nov.  20.  Bro.  Dodson  of  the  Baptist  church  gave 
the  message.  On  Dec.  1  a  group  of  five  from  the  student  vol- 
unteer group  of  Manchester  College  rendered  a  program  which 
was  much  enjoyed.  Our  Christmas  program  will  be  given  on 
Sunday  morning,  Dec.  22. — Martha  Reiff  Tobias,  Burnettsville, 
Ind.,  Dec.  14. 

Fort  Wayne. — Since  our  last  report  two  letters  were  received 
and  one  granted.  Pastor  Van  B.  Wright  held  a  two  weeks'  meet- 
ing at  Cedar  Creek  from  Nov.  3  to  17,  during  which  time  the 
pulpit  was  filled  by  Bro.  Benton  Rhodes  of  North  Manchester. 
Prof.  O.  S.  Hamer  of  Manchester  College  also  filled  the  pulpit. 
Our  home-coming,  held  on  Nov.  3,  was  well  attended.  Sister 
Mary  Schaeffer  spoke  at  the  three  services.  Her  messages  were 
much  appreciated.  Our  love  feast  which  was  held  by  candlelight 
on  Nov.  24  had  a  record  attendance.  The  visiting  ministers  were 
Elders  Hugh  Miller,  Charles  Kinter  of  Auburn  and  John  Metzler, 
field  worker  for  Northern  Indiana.  Bro.  Miller  led  the  services. 
Sister  Corrigan,  who  had  been  in  the  hospital  for  three  months, 
died  on  Nov.  23.  Volunteer  visitors  are  calling  on  the  church 
members  in  the  city  according  to  a  plan  of  division  of  territory. 
Results  are  so  satisfactory  that  we  hope  to  make  the  plan  per- 
manent. The  Fort  Wayne  men's  chorus  sang  in  our  church  re- 
cently. Our  church  joined  the  union  Thanksgiving  service  at  the 
First  Evangelical  church.  Our  ladies  held  their  annual  Thanks- 
giving meeting  on  Nov.  29;  a  number  of  them  attended  the  dis- 
trict women's  meeting  on  Nov.  28.  Bro.  Wright  spoke  at  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  father  and  son  banquet  near  Bourbon  on  Nov.  27.  Bro. 
Wright  was  chosen  adult  adviser  for  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  our  dis- 
trict at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Cedar  Creek  church.  Our  giving 
to  relief  continues  on  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month.  The 
Friendly  class  held  a  friendship  supper  in  the  church  basement. 
On  Nov.  8  the  choir  sang  at  the  Cedar  Creek  church  when  Bro. 
Wright  was  holding  a  revival  meeting.  On  Nov.  30  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  gave  a  penny  supper  in  the  church  basement. — Marie  Val- 
entine, Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Dec.  12. 

Kokomo. — A  peace  meeting  of  pastors  and  elders  of  our  district 
was  held  on  Sept.  15,  with  Bro.  John  Metzler,  regional  counselor, 
in  charge.  Our  communion,  held  on  Oct.  27,  was  one  of  the 
best  in  recent  years.  One  hundred  fourteen  were  present, 
many  of  whom  had  not  communed  for  a  long  time.  A  banquet 
for  the  inauguration  of  our  year's  B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  was  well 
attended.  Bro.  Harry  Zeller  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  was 
guest  speaker.  Our  young  people  are  using  the  unit  system  for 
their  Sunday  evening  group  meetings.  This  system  is  different, 
interesting  and  useful.  Evelyn  Graves  is  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presi- 
dent. On  Oct.  30  at  a  called  council  it  was  decided  to  build  a 
balcony  above  the  present  vestibule;  as  planned,  it  will  seat  two 
large  classes.  Church  officers  were  elected  at  the  Dec.  2  council. 
The  church  voted  to  have  Bro.  Roy  Richey  installed  into  the 
ministry.  A  church  budget  for  the  coming  year  was  approved. 
Under  the  presidency  of  Sister  Eunice  Hoover  our  women  are 
busy  sewing  for  war  relief  and  working  on  projects  for  local 
church  improvements.  Since  the  first  of  August  we  have  col- 
lected more  than  $45  through  our  peace-relief  penny-a-meal 
banks.     Our  young  people  have  been   attending  church  services 


well,  noticeably  on  Sunday  evenings.  We  appreciate  the  help 
of  several  young  couples  who  have  recently  moved  into  our 
congregation. — Claudia  Gardner,  Kokomo,  Ind.,  Dec.  6. 

La  Porte. — Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  19,  with  Bro.  Ervin 
Weaver  from  North  Liberty  officiating.  Over  a  hundred  were 
present.  On  the  following  Sunday  Bro.  Glen  Rummel  preached 
for  us.  Pastor  Kenneth  W.  Murphy  had  a  meeting  for  the  young 
men  of  the  church  who  are  conscripted.  On  Oct.  22  our  mission- 
ary society  invited  the  men  to  a  showing  of  pictures  on  tem- 
perance. On  Nov.  3  the  young  people  from  the  Walnut  church, 
with  their  pastor's  wife,  Sister  C.  C.  Cripe,  gave  a  playlet,  A 
Challenge  of  the  Cross.  On  Sunday  morning  during  the  revival 
Bro.  John  R.  Peters  conducted  a  very  impressive  consecration 
service  for  parents  and  their  young  children.  He  gave  each  child 
a  quarter  for  a  start  in  a  bank  account.  On  Monday  evening  of 
each  week  at  her  home  our  pastor's  wife,  Sister  Murphy,  is  lead- 
ing the  practice  of  songs  in  our  new  books,  Christian  Service. 
We  are  making  plans  for  a  good  Christmas  program. — Mrs. 
Nathan  B.  Cross,  La  Porte,  Ind.,  Dec.  7. 

Logansport. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Dec.  10.  As  none 
of  the  ministerial  committee  was  present,  action  of  securing  an 
evangelist  was  left  to  members  df  the  church  for  discussion  some 
Sunday  morning.  The  matter  of  Sunday-school  papers  was  dis- 
cussed. A  report  on  reader  interest  was  given.  It  was  decided  to 
leave  the  matter  of  ordering  papers  to  the  judgment  of  the  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  The  president  of  the  ladies'  aid  re- 
ported plans  for  raising  a  part  of  the  funds  needed  for  redecorat- 
ing the  church.  A  decorating  committee  was  appointed.  It  was 
decided  to  move  the  pulpit  to  the  north  side  of  the  room.  The 
possibility  of  getting  enough  subscriptions  to  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger to  secure  the  $1.25  rate  was  discussed.  Approximately  thirty- 
three  subscriptions  would  be  needed.  It  was  decided  to  have  the 
clerk  arrange  a  permanent  file  of  members  of  the  church.  The 
undersigned  is  Messenger  agent. — Laura  Wells,  Logansport,  Ind., 
Dec.  13. 

Middlelown. — The  usual  business  was  transacted  at  our  recent 
council  meeting,  in  charge  of  Eld.  J.  A.  Miller.  At  our  harvest 
meeting  on  Nov.  24  Bro.  Otho  Winger  addressed  us  at  both  morn- 
ing and  afternoon  services.  The  young  people's  class  recently 
gave  a  program.  The  Sunshine  class,  which  meets  biweekly  at 
the  homes  of  its  members,  recently  gave  a  program  at  the  church 
for  all  ages.  A  Christmas  program  is  being  planned. — Florida 
Green,  Middletown,  Ind.,  Dec.  5. 

North  Liberty. — Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  was  with  us  Oct.  10  and 
gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  work  in  China.  Rally  day  was 
held  Oct.  13  with  one  hundred  nineteen  present  at  Sunday 
school.  Bro.  Elden  Petry  of  North  Canton,  Ohio,  began  our 
evangelistic  meetings  on  Oct.  21.  He  was  called  home  at  the  end 
of  the  first  week  because  of  serious  illness  in  his  family.  His 
brother,  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio,  continued  the  work 
the  second  week.  Both  gave  Spirit-filled  messages  each  evening. 
The  congregational  singing  was  inspiring  under  the  direction  of 
Sister  Cora  Stahly  of  Nappanee.  Eleven  were  baptized.  Our 
communion  was  held  on  Nov.  4,  with  Bro.  J.  W.  Grater  of  South 
Bend  officiating.  On  Nov.  2  the  men  husked  corn  for  Bro.  Thos. 
McGwinn,  who  had  been  sick  for  a  number  of  months.  A  peace 
program,  sponsored  by  the  young  people,  was  given  Nov.  10,  with 
Bro.  David  Metzler  of  Nappanee  as  guest  speaker.  A  union  serv- 
ice was  held  at  the  Methodist  church  on  Thanksgiving  morning. 
Our  Thanksgiving  offering  amounted  to  $19.71.  The  ladies'  aid 
held  a  bazaar  on  Dec.  6.  Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held 
on  Dec.   9. — Anna   Steele,   North  Liberty,   Ind.,   Dec.    10. 

Pleasant  Dale. — At  our  last  council  six  letters  of  membership 
were  received  and  officers  were  elected  to  serve  during  the  com- 
ing year.  Bro.  Russell  H.  Weller  was  retained  as  pastor  and  eld- 
er. The  writer  was  made  Messenger  agent  and  church  corre- 
spondent. On  Oct.  15  Bro.  John  Wieand  of  Decatur,  111.,  came  to 
assist  us  in  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting.  His  sermons  were  a 
source  of  spiritual  strengthening.  Ten  were  received  by  bap- 
tism and  one  by  a  former  baptism.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  en- 
tire families  come  into  the  kingdom  as  was  the  case  with  one 
family — a  father  and  mother,  their  two  daughters  and  a  son. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  Bro.  Wieand  officiated  at  the  love 
feast.  The  work  is  progressing  under  the  leadership  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Weller.  On  Thanksgiving  evening  we  had  an  enjoy- 
able fellowship  supper.— Victoria  Stoneburner,  Decatur,  Ind., 
Nov.  30. 

Salamonie. — The  services  for  harvest  and  home-coming  day  on 
Sept.  22  were  very  helpful.  Bro.  J.  A.  Snell  gave  the  morning 
message.  The  debt  on  the  parsonage,  recently  remodeled,  was 
lifted,  and  a  rededication  was  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  L.  Hart- 
sough.  In  the  evening  Bro.  Snell  began  a  series  of  evangelistic 
sermons.  At  the  close,  two  weeks'  later,  two  boys  were  bap- 
tized. The  communion  on  Oct.  6  was  more  largely  attended  than 
any  of  recent  years.  The  young  people's  class  is  preparing  to 
give  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22.  Our  church  will  meet  in 
a  fellowship  supper  on  Dec.  23  preceding  the  regular  quarterly 
business  session. — Mrs.   I.   E.  Weaver,   Huntington,   Ind.,  Dec.   16. 

Second  South  Bend. — At  our  September  council  meeting  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
At  our  rally  and  missionary  day  on  Oct.  20  Sister  Mary  Schaef- 
fer gave  us  the  evening  message.  On  Oct.  27  Brother  and  Sister 
Lester  Fogle  gave  us  a  message  in  pictures  of  the  Africa  mission 
field.    Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  fath- 
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er  and  son  program  on  Nov.  3.  He  also  gave  a  very  inspiring 
message  in  the  morning  service.  Bro.  Allen  Weldy  was  the 
speaker  at  the  father  and  son  banquet.  Pastor  Edward  Stump 
gave  us  two  splendid  sermons  at  the  Thanksgiving  season.  A 
large  number  attended  the  love  feast  on  Nov.  10,  at  which  Bro. 
Homer  Burke  officiated.  Defending  Our  Right  to  Be  Generous 
was  the  subject  of  Bro.  Walter  Heisey's  fine  message  on  Dec.  1. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  district  men's  mass  meet- 
ing was  held.  A  large  group,  representing  the  ladies'  aid  from 
the  Union  Center  church,  fellowshiped  with  us  recently.  The 
aid  has  been  doing  a  good  work.  On  Dec.  12  we  spent  a  happy 
day  sewing,  partaking  of  a  potluck  dinner,  exchanging  gifts  and 
participating  in  a  missionary  meeting  during  the  afternoon.  At 
the  regular  council  meeting  on  Dec.  6  plans  were  made  for  our 
coming  revival  beginning  on  Feb.  3,  with  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  as 
evangelist.  Our  Christmas  program  will  be  given  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  22.  Under  the  fine  work  of  our  pastor  and  faithful  work- 
ers, church  activities  are  progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner. — 
Mrs.  Claude  Ullery,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Dec.  18. 

Union  Center. — The  communion  was  held  on  Oct.  26  with  a 
large  attendance.  Bro.  Metzler  of  Plymouth  conducted  the 
service.  At  a  special  meeting  on  Nov.  22  Bro.  Charles  Stouder, 
Jr.,  and  Bro.  Daniel  Snyder  were  elected  to  the  ministry.  Bro. 
Emmert  Miller  and  Bro.  Charles  Stouder,  Sr.,  were  elected  dea- 
cons. Bro.  Mark  Schrock,  wife  and  family  of  Olympia,  Wash., 
have  been  visiting  here  for  the  past  few  weeks.  In  a  short  time 
they  will  be  moving  to  Michigan  to  work  on  the  Brethren  peace 
project.  The  Northern  Indiana  ministerial  meeting  was  held  at 
Union  Center  on  Nov.  30.  Our  evangelistic  meeting  will  begin 
on  Dec.  9,  with  Bro.  Rufus  Bucher  of  Pennsylvania  as  evangel- 
ist. The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  District  No.  4  is  planning  a  recreational 
and  worship  program  to  be  held  during  the  holidays.  On  Jan.  5 
Lester  Young,  national  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president,  is  planning  to  speak 
to  our  young  people  on  the  subject,  Here  and  There  in  Europe. — 
Glenna  Blosser,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Dec.  6. 

While — Our  revival  will  begin  on  Feb.  12,  with  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter B.  M.  Rollins  evangelists.  We  are  happy  to  report  an  increase 
in  attendance.  We  will  get  new  hymnbooks  soon.  At  a  recent 
council  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Bro.  Ellis  Wagoner, 
elder;  Ray  Fisher,  superintendent;  Genevieve  Dunbar,  clerk; 
Adam  Loveless,  church  treasurer;  Grace  Luper,  Messenger  agent; 
the  writer,  correspondent. — Robert  Luper,  Darlington,  Ind., 
Dec.    18. 

Iowa 

Des  Moines  Valley. — Our  church  has  been  making  progress  in 
all  departments  under  the  leadership  of  Brother  and  Sister  Glenn 
Baird.  They  have  used  every  opportunity  to  keep  the  church  in 
close  contact  with  the  program  and  goals  of  the  entire  broth- 
erhood. Bro.  Baird  has  especially  stressed  our  peace  and  relief 
work  and  has  had  a  good  response  from  the  congregation.  He 
has  been  appointed  district  counselor  in  our  peace  work.  We 
have  been  co-operating  also  with  the  Friends  in  Des  Moines. 
Paul  Kinsel  gave  us  two  very  good  talks  on  the  work  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  Recently  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  was 
in  our  district.  As  the  Spanish  relief  had  been  one  of  our  proj- 
ects it  was  very  helpful  to  hear  him.  The  members  of  the  men's 
organization  have  painted  the  buildings  at  the  parsonage,  and 
are  now  promoting  the  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club.  The 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  Dec.  12,  with  about  sixty 
present.  The  women's  work  sponsored  a  harvest  dinner  which 
put  $135  in  their  treasury.  They  meet  each  week  for  aid  society 
and  have  their  missionary  meeting  the  first  Sunday  night  of  each 
month.  The  mothers  of  pre-school  children  meet  once  a  month. 
Bro.  Earl  Breon  spoke  at  a  recent  Sunday  evening  service  in  the  . 
interest  of  McPherson  College.  We  will  have  our  annual  birth- 
day dinner  in  February  to  raise  our  quota  for  the  college.  At 
the  autumn  communion  service  our  pastor  officiated,  with  Breth- 
ren J.  Q.  Goughnour  and  M.  W.  Ikenberry  assisting.  Nettie 
Senger  gave  her  lantern  slides  on  Dec.  10. — Mrs.  Earl  Goughnour, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Dec.  14. 

Fairview. — Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Richard  Burger,  did  a 
good  piece  of  work.  Bro.  Burger  and  Sister  Mollie  Senger  were 
delegates  to  our  district  meeting.  Bro.  J.  W.  Tarrence  has  been 
re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  Margaret  Carr  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  Bro.  Charles  Albin  of  the  Ottumwa  church 
gave  a  peace  talk  at  our  church  on  Oct.  3.  This  was  especially 
for  the  young  men  of  conscription  age  and  was  very  worth  while 
to  all  present.  Our  ladies'  aid  sponsored  a  birthday  banquet  in 
our  church  dining  room  on  Oct.  18,  at  which  time  over  a  hun- 
dred were  fed.  The  price  of  admission  for  each  one  attending 
was  one  cent  for  each  year  of  age.  The  tables  were  effectively 
decorated  according  to  the  four  seasons  of  the  year.  Thirty-five 
dollars  was  the  amount  of  money  received.  On  Nov.  2  Bro.  Paul 
Bowman,  Jr.,  gave  us  a  good  talk  and  showed  pictures  of  condi- 
tions in  Spain.  On  Dec.  5  our  members  met  at  the  church  for  an 
all-day  meeting.  The  men  painted  the  new  screens,  wrapped  the 
small  trees  for  winter  protection,  put  wood  in  the  basement  and 
piled  up  more  to  be  sawed.  The  women  prepared  the  dinner  and 
knotted  a  comforter.  The  men  of  our  church  and  vicinity  met 
and  gathered  corn  for  one  of  our  members  who  has  a  broken 
leg,  and  the  women  furnished  the  dinner  and  hemmed  dish 
towels  for  the  church  in  the  afternoon. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Tarrence, 
Udell,  Iowa,  Dec.  9. 

Fernald. — In  council  meeting  on  Dec.   6  Bro.  D.  D.   Fleishman 


of  Dallas  Center  was  retained  as  elder  for  another  year,  and 
other  church  officers  were  elected.  In  September  our  pastor  con- 
ducted a  week  of  evangelistic  meetings.  On  Sept.  29  the  church 
presented  a  purse  of  silver  to  Bro.  Guy  Handsaker  and  wife  in 
recognition  of  their  silver  wedding  anniversary.  On  Oct.  13  our 
members  and  friends  visited  the  old  folks'  home  near  Marshall- 
town,  took  dinner  there  and  gave  a  program.  On  the  evening 
of  Oct.  20  our  pastor  preached  in  the  Beaver  church  at  their 
home-coming.  On  Oct.  27  a  farewell  was  given  Bro.  A.  M.  Peter- 
son before  leaving  for  his  home  in  Missouri.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  the  Lutheran  church  met  in  a  union  Thanksgiving 
service  on  Nov.  24.  Seventy-five  men  and  boys  met  in  the 
Fernald  church  on  Dec.  7  for  a  men's  work  rally.  Bro.  H.  L. 
Ruthrauff  of  Cedar  Rapids  was  guest  speaker.  All  departments 
of  women's  work  are  active  and  looking  forward  to  another 
year's  work.  The  church  at  large  has  the  true  spirit  of  giving 
and  sharing,  as  revealed  by  the  offerings  received. — Mrs.  Earl 
E.   Jarboe,  Fernald,   Iowa,   Dec.    16. 

Kansas 

Appanoose. — The  communion  service  was  held  on  Nov.  2,  with 
Bro.  Charles  Reynolds  of  the  Washington  Creek  church  officiat- 
ing, and  Bro.  George  Fishburn  of  Overbrook  assisting.  About 
seventy-five  were  present.  On  Nov.  27  a  gospel  team  of  six  young 
people  from  McPherson  College  gave  us  an  interesting  program. 
On  Nov.  29  we  held  our  regular  business  meeting.  Among  other 
items  it  was  decided  to  take  advantage  of  the  special  offer  made 
by  the  Publishing  House,  and  send  the  Gospel  Messenger  into 
the  home  of  each  member  of  the  congregation.  Our  aid  society 
has  been  meeting  each  month  with  a  good  attendance.  Sister 
Ethel  McEathron  is  director  of  the  work.  This  group  had  a 
Christmas  program  and  exchanged  gifts.  Since  our  last  report 
three  have  been  received  by  letter. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward,  Pomona, 
Kans.,    Dec.    13. 

Fredonia. — Bro.  Max  Hartsough  conducted  our  revival  meet- 
ing of  two  weeks,  closing  with  a  love  feast  on  Dec.  5.  Forty 
were  present  at  the  communion.  Two  were  baptized  and  one 
awaits  the  rite.  The  members  have  been  strengthened  for  the 
Master's  work  as  a  result  of  Bro.  Hartsough's  powerful  sermons. 
We  have  a  Bible  class  each  Sunday  evening  for  the  older  people. 
— Mrs.  Rosella  Holcroft,  Fredonia,  Kans.,  Dec.  9. 

Maple  Grove. — A  very  satisfactory  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting  closed  on  Nov.  17,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Clinton  I. 
Weber  of  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  in  charge.  The  attendance  was 
good,  considering  the  extreme  cold  temperature  and  bad  roads. 
The  special  music  by  Brother  and  Sister  Weber  was  appreciated 
by  everyone,  also  the  continued  story  by  Sister  Weber.  Pastor 
Dennis  Kesler,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Weber,  called  in  many 
homes. — Mrs.  Clarence  Blickenstaff,  Norton,  Kans.,  Dec.  9. 

Monitor. — At  the  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  held  on 
Dec.  8  church  officers  and  committees  were  chosen  for  the  com- 
ing year.  After  Bro.  Carl  Smucker  and  family  moved  to  the 
East,  we  secured  Bro.  W.  W.  Gish  for  our  pastor.  We  appreci- 
ate the  efforts  of  Bro.  Gish  and  family,  who  have  been  with  us 
since  September.  Plans  have  been  made  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Gish.  Our  pastoral  commit- 
tee was  authorized  to  secure  an  evangelist  to  conduct  a  series  of 
meetings.  We  have  provided  in  our  budget  for  each  family  in 
our  church  to  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger. — Mrs.  E.  L.  Crum- 
packer,  McPherson,  Kans.,  Dec.  9. 

Ozawkie. — At  our  church  meeting  on  Sept.  14  most  of  the 
church  officials  were  re-elected.  Eld.  Guy  Brammell  was  chosen 
pastor  for  the  coming  year;  Sister  Mable  Gauby  was  elected 
Messenger  agent.  Eld.  Charles  Miller  of  Girard,  Kans.,  came 
on  Nov.  18  and,  assisted  by  our  pastor,  held  nightly  services  un- 
til Dec.  1.  Although  the  weather  was  very  unfavorable  and 
health  conditions  not  good,  attendance  was  fair.  Six  were  bap- 
tized and  one  rebaptized — a  young  wife,  two  young  husbands  and 
four  other  young  people.  Our  aid  society  sponsored  a  chili  sup- 
per and  bazaar  on  Dec.  4,  from  which  we  realized  $40.  They 
also  served  lunch  at  a  public  sale  on  Dec.  11.  Our  pastor  has  been 
called  to  the  Standing  Committee  meeting  in  Chicago.  Christ- 
mas will  be  celebrated  with  a  gift  box  program  and  oyster  supper. 
We  feel  that  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplished  for  the  kingdom 
this  past  year. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Owens,  Ozawkie,  Kans.,  Dec.   12. 

Rock  Creek. — We  have  been  greatly  benefited  and  encouraged 
by  a  revival  meeting  held  from  Nov.  4  to  17,  with  Bro.  E.  F. 
Sherfy  of  Norborne,  Mo.,  as  evangelist.  Bro.  Sherfy  made  sixty- 
three  visits,  preached  seventeen  sermons,  gave  fourteen  chil- 
dren's talks,  mostly  illustrated.  Eleven  were  baptized,  six  of 
whom  are  the  heads  of  families.  We  are  putting  the  Upper  Room 
booklets  into  eighteen  homes.  On  Nov.  22  our  ladies'  aid  held  an 
oyster  supper  and  bazaar.  Our  delegate  to  district  meeting,  Mrs. 
Harvey  Bechtelheimer,  and  three  others  came  back  with  fine  re- 
ports. Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  is  unusually  good. 
Since  our  last  report  the  young  people  and  adults  have  organized 
for  group  meetings  on  Sunday  evening.  At  Thanksgiving  time 
our  minister,  Bro.  Leroy  Sell,  received  gifts  which  he  said  nearly 
filled  his  car.— Mrs.  Ethel  Schmitt,  Sabetha,  Kans.,  Dec.  11. 

Louisiana 
Rosepine. — The  church  met  in  council  Dec.   1   to   elect   officers 
for   the   coming  year.     J.   B.   Firestone   was   elected    elder;    Bro. 
Geo.   Hallett,   pastor;    Sister  Minnie   Harriman,    secretary;    Sister 
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Elvira  Harriman,  clerk;  the  writer,  Messenger  correspondent. 
Bro.  Walter  M.  Kahle  and  wife  came  on  Nov.  17  and  gave  five 
interesting  and  worth-while  lectures  on  how  to  use  our  money. 
The  attendance  was  very  good.  Sister  Kahle  told  the  children  a 
story  each  evening.  The  offering  was  $16.65.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  on  Nov.  30.  Bro.  Firestone  from  Iowa,  La.,  brought  the 
message  on  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  Our  union  Sunday 
school  planned  a  Thanksgiving  program  for  the  Sunday  between 
the  new  and  old  Thanksgiving  dates,  but  because  of  bad  weather 
it  was  postponed  to  Dec.  1.  A  number  are  planning  to  go  to  the 
district  convention  at  Falfurrias  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
We  have  just  finished  painting  the  interior  of  the  Union  church. 
— Myrtle  Harriman,  Rosepine,  La.,  Dec.  9. 

Maryland 
Monocacy. — We  held  our  fall  council  meeting  on  Sept.  29,  with 
Eld.  E.  P.  Schildt  in  charge.  Eld.  E.  C.  Bixler  was  also  present. 
Our  Sunday  school  was  reorganized  with  Saylor  Weybright  as 
superintendent  and  Aaron  Rice,  assistant.  John  T.  Fogle  was  re- 
elected on  the  trustee  board.  Elders  Charles  A.  Stover  and 
Jesse  P.  Weybright  served  as  delegates  to  the  joint  district  meet- 
ing and  donation  day  at  the  old  folks'  home  at  San  Mar.  They 
report  conditions  favorable  in  the  home.  On  Oct.  13  Bro.  Norman 
Ford  of  Frederick  gave  an  inspiring  message  on  forming  Chris- 
tian character.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Eld.  Wm.  Kinsey 
followed  the  young  people's  meeting  with  a  service  in  the  inter- 
est of  our  boys  and  the  draft  bill.  On  Oct.  27  Eld.  Ralph  W. 
Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  preached  the  examination  sermon 
prior  to  our  communion  service  in  the  evening,  at  which  he  offi- 
ciated. Other  visiting  ministers  were  Elders  Wm.  Baker,  Bernie 
Bowers  and  Ira  Arnold.  The  love  feast  was  largely  attended. 
Our  congregation  has  been  favored  this  fall  with  a  number  of 
visiting  ministers:  Elders  Silas  Utz,  Marshall  Wolfe  and  Bro. 
Jesse  Shaver,  our  district  treasurer.  We  enjoyed  a  treat  on  Nov. 
17  when  our  aged  Eld.  H.  C.  Early  came  with  a  wonderful  ser- 
mon on  regeneration.  Eld.  Charles  A.  Stover  had  charge  of  our 
annual  Thanksgiving  service.  On  Dec.  8  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a 
candlelight  Christmas  service  very  fittingly  followed  by  an  ad- 
dress on  peace  by  Sister  Andrew  Hoff  of  New  Windsor.  Four 
have  been  added  to  our  membership  by  letter  since  the  last  re- 
port.— Elsie  A.  Eigenbrode,  Rocky  Ridge,  Md.,  Dec.   11. 

Michigan 

Buchanan. — The  work  of  the  kingdom  is  growing  in  this  place 
under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Price  Umphlet.  The  church  was 
greatly  benefited  by  the  work  of  Sister  Minna  Heckman  while 
she  was  with  us  during  October  and  November.  We  have  our 
weekly  prayer  meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  Sunday  school  and 
church  each  Sunday  morning  and  group  meeting  on  Sunday 
evening.  Bro.  Fred  Hagley  has  charge  of  our  young  people's 
group.  Our  young  people  are  working  on  a  program  to  be  given 
in  the  near  future.  Our  Christmas  program  will  be  given  on 
Dec.  22  by  the  junior  department.  Sister  Mona  Dellenger,  the 
regular  correspondent,  has  been  in  the  hospital  for  three  months. 
Another  had  been  in  the  hospital,  and  several  others  have  been 
confined  to  their  homes  by  illness.  We  are  growing  not  only  in 
numbers  but  also  in  strength  and  spirit. — Grace  Weaver,  Bu- 
chanan, Mich.,  Dec.  14. 

New  Haven. — Bro.  Jacob  T.  Dick  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
closed  a  very  successful  summer  pastorate  in  August.  One  was 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Perry  Hoover  of 
Beaverton,  Mich.,  our  district  evangelist,  conducted  a  week's 
revival  at  the  New  Haven  church,  beginning  Nov.  25.  Because 
the  roads  were  snowbound,  the  attendance  was  small,  but  the  in- 
terest was  good.  The  sermons  were  inspiring.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  progressing  with  Bro.  John  Bush  as  superintendent,  and 
Bro.  Ivan  Bellinger  assistant.  A  Christmas  program,  including 
a  pageant,  will  be  given  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  29  at  the  church. 
— J.  P.  Bosserman,  Carson  City,  Mich.,  Dec.   16. 

Nebraska 
Omaha. — Our  new  pastor  and  wife.  Brother  and  Sister  Milton 
C.  Early,  took  over  their  duties  on  Sept.  1.  Our  quarterly  busi- 
ness meeting  was  held  on  Dec.  3,  at  which  time  Bro.  L.  L.  Meek 
was  unanimously  elected  presiding  elder.  There  seems  to  be  in- 
creasing activity  in  nearly  all  organizations.  The  women  meet 
once  a  month.  They  are  starting  on  their  four  hundredth  yard  of 
cotton  which  they  are  making  into  dish  towels.  At  their  last 
regular  meeting  orders  were  taken  for  $11  worth  of  the  different 
articles  they  are  selling.  They  have  voted  $17  for  a  payment 
on  the  parsonage.  On  Nov.  14  they  prepared  and  served  the  fath- 
er and  son  banquet.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  increasing  interest 
and  number  much  can  be  accomplished  this  year.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
has  also  been  active.  Besides  their  regular  meetings  each  month 
they  are  going  to  the  homes  of  shut-ins  and  presenting  inspira- 
tional programs.  They  voted  $5  to  the  finance  committee  in  De- 
cember. On  Thanksgiving  they  cared  for  the  dire  needs  of  a 
family  of  eight.  The  choir  sang  over  Station  KOIL  on  the  Omaha 
Church  of  the  Air  program  on  Dec.  15,  and  a  short  sermon  was 
given  by  Bro.  Early.  All  mission  money  up  to  and  including  the 
Christmas  offering  is  being  sent  to  the  district  mission  board. — 
Vivian  June  Lowell,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  Dec.   17. 

North  Dakota 
Zion  and  Cando. — Bro.  Wilburn  Lewallyn,  our  summer  pastor. 


preached  his  last  sermon  on  Sept.  1  before  returning  to  his 
school  work  at  McPherson  College.  Bro.  G.  G.  Canfield  and  wife 
held  meetings  in  the  Cando  church  from  Sept.  10  to  22,  when 
four  accepted  Christ.  After  meetings  in  other  churches  of  the 
district,  the  Canfields  came  back  to  the  Zion  church  from  Nov.  5 
to  17.  On  Nov.  16  Bro.  Canfield  officiated  at  our  communion,  and 
on  the  Sunday  following  we  had  our  annual  harvest  meeting. 
The  contributions  in  music  and  the  inspirational  sermons  of  the 
Canfields  were  enjoyed.  On  Nov.  14  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  de- 
livered a  lecture  on  War  Doesn't  Make  Sense.  The  children  of 
the  junior  mission  project  have  completed  their  work  for  this 
year.  It  is  a  joy  to  see  them  earn  to  give  to  others. — Mrs.  L.  R. 
Maust,  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  Dec.  9. 

Ohio 

Eversole. — Bro.  A.  J.  Beeghley  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  conducted  a 
revival  meeting  beginning  on  Oct.  28.  Ten  accepted  Christ. 
Attendance  at  the  meetings  was  gratifying,  especially  that  of 
the  delegations  from  other  churches.  Brethren  C.  F.  McKee  and 
Weimer  from  Fort  McKinley  were  with  us  at  our  council  meeting 
on  Dec.  4,  when  we  elected  new  officers  and  members  on  church 
boards.  Bro.  John  Root  was  elected  elder  for  the  next  two  years. 
Two  letters  were  granted.  On  Sunday  afternoon  of  Dec.  8  Sis- 
ter Mary  Schaeffer  from  China  was  with  us.  Our  Sunday  school 
has  been  growing  in  numbers. — Anna  M.  Landis,  Brookville,  Ohio, 
Dec.  16. 

Fort  McKinley. — At  the  regular  business  meeting  on  Dec.  11 
reports  were  given  by  the  various  boards  of  the  church.  The 
trustees,  aided  by  others,  recently  supervised  the  laying  of  side- 
walks around  the  building.  Our  new  Sunday-school  year  opened 
with  an  increase  in  attendance.  Bro.  T.  S.  Eikenberry  has  been 
elected  superintendent  of  the  adult  department,  Mildred  Etter 
of  the  junior  department,  and  Nettie  Smith  of  the  children's 
department.  Bro.  Roy  Teach  of  Brookville  conducted  our  re- 
vival services  from  Nov.  10  to  24.  Thirty  have  been  added  to  the 
church.  The  aid  society  has  been  meeting  three  days  a  month 
for  quilting  and  other  sewing.  Once  a  month  a  program  is  given 
by  one  of  the  women's  work  directors.  The  director  of  mothers 
and  daughters  is  planning  a  family  night  to  be  held  in  January. 
The  choir  is  preparing  a  cantata  to  be  given  on  Sunday  evening, 
Dec.  22;  on  Sunday  morning  a  program  will  be  given  by  the 
children  and  young  people. — Vinna  Helstern,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Dec.  16. 

Springfield. — Bro.  M.  D.  Neher  of  the  Eastwood  church,  Akron, 
gave  us  a  program  of  illustrated  songs  and  Bible  stories  on 
Sept.  22.  The  aid  society  has  been  meeting  each  week  for  relief 
sewing  and  quilting.  The  all-day  rally  and  home-coming  on 
Oct.  6  was  a  day  of  rejoicing.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  and  the  quartet 
of  Manchester  College  brought  the  addresses  and  music.  The 
special  cause  for  rejoicing  was  the  full  payment  of  a  parsonage 
debt.  Bro.  Winger  remained  for  the  district  meeting  held  at  Ash- 
land the  following  week.  Eight  of  our  young  people  are  students 
at  Manchester  College  this  year.  Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz,  pastor  of  the 
Germantown  church  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  the  evangelist  in  a 
two  weeks'  meeting  from  Nov.  4  to  17.  He  gave  us  inspirational 
messages  each  evening.  Three  were  received  by  baptism.  On 
Nov.  3  our  communion  was  held  with  a  good  attendance.  A 
number  of  visitors  seemed  much  interested  in  the  ordinances. — 
Mrs.  Fred  Young,  Mogadore,  Ohio,  Dec.   12. 

Oregon 
Myrtle  Point. — Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  gave  us  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage on  Oct.  6  as  he  was  on  his  way  to  China  via  Seattle.  A 
group  attended  a  church-at-work  conference  at  Grants  Pass  on 
Oct.  13.  Representatives  of  the  Brethren,  Christian  and  Pres- 
byterian churches  of  Myrtle  Point  and  of  the  Arago  community 
church  attended  a  union  meeting  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
on  Sunday  night,  Oct.  20,  to  hear  an  address  by  Miss  Hope  Eliza- 
beth Haupt  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  subject,  Marihauna  and 
Youth.  The  audience  listened  with  interest  to  the  revelations 
made  by  Miss  Haupt  regarding  the  history  and  use  of  this  poison- 
ous drug,  and  the  vivid  illustrations  she  used  to  depict  the  hor- 
rors of  its  effects.  Quarterly  council  was  held  on  Dec.  1  follow- 
ing a  basket  dinner.  The  men's  organization  is  meeting  on  Sat- 
urday evening  of  each  month.  Our  aid  society  has  been  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  each  week  to  finish  extra  work 
for  Christmas.  On  the  last  Thursday  of  each  month  we  honor 
those  who  have  had  birthdays  during  the  month  by  serving  a 
birthday  cake  at  the  potluck  dinner.  On  that  same  Thursday 
afternoon  we  have  our  missionary  meeting.  A  splendid  mother 
and  daughter  group,  meeting  on  the  first  Friday  evening  of  each 
month,  has  had  interesting  discussions  on  family  relationships. 
This  group  will  entertain  the  men's  organization  on  New  Year's 
Eve. — Minnie  M.  Hermann,  Myrtle  Point,  Oreg.,  Dec.  11. 

Newberg.— The  fieldmen  for  the  state.  Brethren  H.  G.  Shank 
of  Portland  and  F.  H.  Barr  of  Myrtle  Point,  were  with  us  at  the 
council  meeting  on  Oct.  14.  The  officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  are:  Bro.  R.  R.  Hatton,  elder;  Sister  Hatton,  chorister;  Bro. 
E.  M.  Hubbard,  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  clerk;  Bro. 
Fred  Burkett,  treasurer.  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  was  with  us  on 
Nov.  24  for  a  brief  talk  on  his  work  in  Europe.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  time  early  in  the  year  when  Bro.  Hatton  will  be  with 
us  for  a  series  of  sermons  to  be  concluded  by  a  communion  serv- 
ice.— Gussie  V.   McPherson,   Newberg,   Oreg.,   Dec.    14. 
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Pennsylvania 

Annville. — On  Oct.  19  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  social  in  one  of  the 
homes,  and  on  Oct.  27  the  young  people  of  the  Myerstown 
church  rendered  a  program  at  Annville.  On  Oct.  26  Bro.  Con- 
rad Sandy,  a  Brethren  minister  formerly  from  this  section  and 
now  from  California,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  his  travels  in 
Palestine.  At  our  love  feast  Brethren  S.  S.  Shearer  of  Rheems 
and  J.  E.  Myers  of  Hanover  preached  on  Saturday  afternoon  and 
Sunday  morning,  and  Bro.  Shearer  officiated  in  the  evening. 
Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg  conducted  our  revival  meet- 
ing from  Nov.  18  to  Dec.  1.  Large  and  interested  audiences  lis- 
tened to  his  messages  of  spiritual  uplift.  On  Dec.  8  twelve  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  8 
Bro.  Milton  Hershey  of  Manheim  gave  an  impressive  talk  at 
Annville  on  Called  to  Be  a  Soldier.  Our  offering  cups  for  relief 
have  been  brought  and  the  contents  emptied  into  one  large  cup. 
Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  planning  to  give  a  Christmas  program  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  22. — Mrs.  Fannie  K.  Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa., 
Dec.  10. 

Center  Hill. — On  Sept.  15  our  Sunday  school  observed  rally  day, 
with  a  fine  response  from  both  church  and  school.  On  Sept.  17 
we  held  our  quarterly  council  meeting,  at  which  time  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  was  elected  elder,  Brc.  Howard  Bowser, 
superintendent,  and  Sister  James  McKelvey,  Messenger  agent. 
On  the  following  Sunday  morning  our  pastor  conducted  installa- 
tion services  for  both  Sunday-school  and  church  officers.  From 
Sept.  29  to  Oct.  9  the  five  co-operating  churches  of  our  commu- 
nity held  our  annual  week  of  prayer  and  praise.  The  general 
theme  was  The  Ministry  of  Reconciliation.  At  the  close  of  these 
services  Pastor  W.  C.  Sell  held  a  revival,  using  the  theme,  The 
Christian  Life.  On  Oct.  13  he  brought  a  forceful  message  on  the 
subject,  Is  There  Any  Difference  Between  the  Jewish  Passover 
and  the  Lord's  Supper?  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  we  held 
our  love  feast,  with  the  pastor  officiating.  One  was  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism  and  one  awaits  the  rite.  On  Oct.  15  slide 
pictures  with  a  lecture  entitled  Youth  Serves,  were  presented. 
Each  Wednesday  evening  our  pastor  gives  teaching  on  New 
Testament  scriptures  concerning  war  and  peace  to  the  boys  of 
draft  age  and  all  who  are  interested.  On  Oct.  10  a  large  number 
of  our  young  people  co-operated  in  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  given 
in  the  Allegheny  Valley  church  at  Natrona  Heights.  From  Oct. 
20  to  Nov.  3  our  pastor  and  wife  held  an  inspirational  evangel- 
istic meeting  in  the  Warrior's  Mark  church.  On  Oct.  27  the 
mission  deputation  team  of  Juniata  College  gave  a  splendid  pro- 
gram. On  Nov.  28  we  held  our  union  Thanksgiving  service,  five 
community  churches  co-operating.  Our  superintendent  has  been 
increasing  the  Sunday-school  attendance  by  having  a  special  fea- 
ture each  Sunday  morning  in  the  form  of  recitations,  special 
music  and  stories.  Our  pastor's  wife  is  giving  interesting  felto- 
graph  talks  to  the  children. — Flaura  Bowser,  Kittanning,  Pa., 
Dec.  6. 

Chiques. — On  Oct.  29  and  30  our  love  feast  was  held  at  the 
Mt.  Hope  church  with  a  good  attendance  and  rich  messages  from 
ministering  brethren  of  adjoining  congregations.  Bro.  Henry  L. 
Hess,  formerly  one  of  our  ministers,  and  now  located  at  the 
Neffsville  Brethren  Home,  officiated.  On  Nov.  3  evangelistic 
services  were  begun  with  Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim  as 
the  minister.  Seven  girls  have  been  baptized,  and  because  of 
sickness  and  death  in  the  family  two  await  the  rite.  Our  con- 
gregation was  well  represented  at  the  ministerial  meeting  held 
Nov.  5  and  6  at  Middle  Creek,  West  Conestoga  congregation.  At 
the  council  on  Nov.  30  we  planned  for  a  Bible  institute  to  be  held 
in  the  near  future,  for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held 
next  summer  at  the  Chiques  house,  and  for  the  one  hundred 
per  cent  Messenger  plan.  Recently  we  purchased  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  Service  Hymnal  for  our  two  church  houses.  Our 
Thanksgiving  offering  amounted  to  $36.  Sister  Katie  Layser 
Shenk  has  been  elected  president  of  our  aid  society.  Our  church 
was  saddened  by  the  tragic  death  of  our  Eld.  S.  S.  Eshelman's 
son,  Samuel,  Jr.,  who  was  accidentally  shot  through  both  legs 
while  gunning,  and  died  of  sulphur  poisoning  one  week  later. — 
Mrs.  Henry  B.  Shearer,  Manheim,  Pa.,  Dec.  10. 

Conemaugh. — The  Thanksgiving  service  on  Nov.  24  featured 
an  offering  of  food  for  distribution  among  the  needy  of  the  com- 
munity, and  a  gift  of  money  for  home  missions.  At  the  morn- 
ing service  Bro.  S.  W.  Pearce  brought  the  message  on  Inasmuch 
As  Ye  Do  It  Unto  These,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  Kenneth  Blough 
addressed  the  group. — Mrs.  K.  R.  Keiper,  Conemaugh,  Pa., 
Dec.  14. 

Long  Run. — On  Oct.  13  Brother  and  Sister  Harry  Yoder  from 
Lancaster  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Keiney  of  Lititz  were  at  the  Long 
Run  church.  Bro.  Yoder  delivered  the  sermon  in  the  morning. 
On  Oct.  20  the  Chiques  quartet  gave  us  a  program  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Long  Run.  In  the  evening  thirty-one  of  our  number,  in- 
cluding our  male  chorus,  motored  to  the  Fredericksburg  church, 
where  the  chorus  rendered  a  program.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Nov.  3.  Eld.  S.  G.  Meyer  and  Bro.  Ira  Gibble  were  with  us, 
Bro.  Gibble  officiating.  We  were  glad  to  welcome  ten  new  com- 
municants. In  the  afternoon  Bro.  Gibble  preached  the  examina- 
tion sermon.  On  rally  day  Bro.  Forest  Weller  of  Elizabethtown 
delivered  the  messages  in  the  morning,  afternoon  and  evening. 
His  talk  on  courtship  and  marriage  was  much  appreciated.  The 
Eastern  Lighthouse  quartet  rendered  special  music.     On  Nov.  20 


thirty-four  of  our  number,  including  our  male  chorus,  motored 
to  the  Maiden  Creek  church  to  render  a  program.  On  Nov.  24 
Bro.  John  T.  Byler  delivered  the  sermon  in  the  morning  at  Long 
Run.  On  Dec.  1  Brethren  Joseph  N.  Cassel  and  Michael  Kurtz, 
members  of  the  mission  board,  and  Eld.  S.  G.  Meyer  visited 
us.  Bro.  Cassel  brought  the  morning  message  at  Long  Run,  and 
Bro.  Kurtz  preached  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Zimmerman  church. 
On  Dec.  3  our  pastor's  son,  Bro.  Harold  Byler,  went  to  Ander- 
son, Ind.,  to  assist  in  radio  work.  The  last  Sunday  evening  he 
was  with  us  he  had  charge  of  the  young  people's  meeting,  with 
an  attendance  of  fifty-one. — Mrs.  Helen  Reber,  Bowmanstown, 
Pa.,  Dec.   10. 

Meyersdale. — The  home-coming  services  for  Sister  Ida  C.  Shu- 
maker,  who  has  completed  thirty  years  of  service  on  the  India 
mission  field,  were  held  yesterday.  "A  large  audience  was  pres- 
ent at  the  morning  service  when  Bro.  John  D.  Ellis,  pastor  of  the 
Moxham  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Johnstown,  delivered  the  rec- 
ognition day  sermon.  Some  years  ago  Bro.  Ellis  visited  Sister 
Shumaker  at  Khergam  and  was  thereby  able  to  bring  to  the 
audience  interesting  facts  concerning  what  he  had  heard  and 
seen.  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller  read  letters  from  the  General 
Mission  Board  at  Elgin  and  the  district  mission  board,  and  also 
resolutions  of  respect  and  good  will  from  the  home  church. 
Sister  Lawrence  Geisbert,  missionary  superintendent  of  the  local 
church,  presented  the  home-coming  gift  to  Sister  Shumaker. 
At  the  noon  hour  approximately  two  hundred  persons  partook  of 
the  free  fellowship  dinner  prepared  by  the  ladies  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  afternoon  was  pleasantly  spent  by  those  who  re- 
mained to  visit  with  Sister  Shumaker.  At  the  evening  service 
Sister  Shumaker  brought  her  first  message  to  the  home  church. 
A  song  service  featured  her  favorite  hymns.  Following  the  ad- 
dress of  the  evening  a  special  offering  was  taken  for  foreign  mis- 
sions. Sister  Shumaker  announced  that  she  would  speak  again 
on  Dec.  29  in  the  home  church.  The  Christmas  pageant  in 
preparation  is  an  adaptation  of  Lyman  Bayard's  production,  The 
Heavenly  Host.  Music,  costuming  and  lighting  will  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  making  the  presentation  of  the  Christmas  story 
impressively  beautiful.  The  cast  will  be  unusually  large,  almost 
a  hundred,  being  composed  of  twenty-five  characters  supported 
by  three  angel  choirs. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa., 
Dec.   9. 

Norristown. — During  this  fall  and  winter  we  have  been  enjoy- 
ing a  number  of  good  things.  Our  weekly  prayer  group  of 
women  meets  at  the  different  homes,  and  our  Bible  class  meets 
at  the  church  with  the  pastor  as  instructor  in  a  study  on  the  Old 
Testament.  Our  Sunday  evening  services  have  been  very  in- 
spiring. On  the  evening  of  Oct.  6  Bro.  Francis  Hauseman 
preached  for  us.  On  Oct.  13  Mrs.  James  Scott  of  Philadelphia 
gave  us  a  temperance  talk,  and  on  Oct.  20  the  men's  chorus  of 
the  Towmencin  Schwenkfelder  church  rendered  a  very  good 
program.  On  Oct.  27  the  young  people  were  in  charge,  having 
as  their  guests  the  Siloam  Baptist  choir  with  their  pastor,  who 
preached  a  very  helpful  sermon.  Six  young  people  were  bap- 
tized on  Nov.  2.  On  the  following  day  Bro.  Nevin  Zuck  offici- 
ated at  our  love  feast.  On  Nov.  10  the  Bethany  gospel  team  of 
the  Evangelical  church  gave  us  a  program,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing Sunday  evening  our  young  people  gave  us  a  good  mission- 
ary program.  On  Nov.  24  Bro.  Paul  Hessler  of  the  Mingo  church 
gave  a  very  good  message  on  the  Twenty-third  Psalm.  Dr. 
Parker  and  family  spent  Dec.  1  with  us.  The  boys  and  Sister 
Parker  sang  some  of  the  Chinese  songs  during  the  Sunday- 
school  hour,  and  Bro.  Parker  brought  the  message.  In  the 
evening  Bro.  Parker  showed  slides  of  their  medical  work.  On 
Dec.  8  Brother  and  Sister  Alderfer  gave  an  illustrated  lecture 
prepared  by  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill  on  the  ten  most  famous  hymns. 
This  was  greatly  appreciated. — Emma  N.  Cassel,  Norristown,  Pa., 
Dec.  9. 

West  Greeniree. — At  our  love  feast  held  on  Nov.  3  and  4  Bro. 
David  Snader  of  Akron  officiated.  In  six  weekly  meetings, 
taught  by  Bro.  Harry  Eshelman,  we  learned  more  fully  what  the 
Scriptures  teach  about  peace.  Bro.  Aaron  Heisey  of  Midway 
conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival  service,  ending  Nov.  24.  Two 
were  baptized.  On  Dec.  1  Bro.  Samuel  Hess  of  Royersford 
preached  a  very  uplifting  message.  At  our  council  on  Dec.  3  we 
decided  to  canvass  the  congregation  of  about  one  hundred  sixty 
families  in  order  to  put  the  Messenger  in  every  home.  One  per- 
son has  been  reinstated  in  the  usual  way  of  greeting  each  mem- 
ber. The  election  of  Sunday-school  officers  includes  the  fol- 
lowing: superintendent  at  Greentree,  Bro.  Harry  Eshelman;  su- 
perintendent at  Rheems,  Bro.  John  Ginder;  superintendent  at 
Florin,  Bro.  Henry  Becker.  Bro.  Le  Roy  Wenger,  wife  and 
daughter  were  granted  their  letters.  They  are  moving  to  the 
Mechanic  Grove  congregation.  Bro.  Abram  Eshelman  will  hold 
a  two  weeks'  revival  at  Jennersville,  beginning  Dec.  15. — Mrs. 
Paris  P.   Ober,   Elizabethtown,  Pa.,   Dec.  9. 

York. — The  women's  organization  meetings  are  held  quarterly. 
Sister  Ilda  Ziegler  was  the  speaker  at  the  meeting  on  Oct.  17. 
Sister  Paul  Gipe  was  elected  president  of  the  organization.  On 
Nov.  8  seven  more  cartons  of  clothing  were  sent  to  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  from  the  First  church.  As  a  result 
of  the  evangelistic  efforts  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio, 
from  Oct.  26  to  Nov.  10,  the  members  of  our  church  were  in- 
spired to  be  more  faithful,  and  twenty  persons  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.  One  was  received  by  letter  and  one 
was  reconsecrated.     A  family  of  five  was  baptized  prior  to  the 
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meetings.  Each  Sunday  morning  our  pastor  is  conducting  a 
class  on  the  meaning  of  church  membership  for  the  fifteen  young 
people  who  were  received  into  the  church.  Bro.  Harry  Ziegler 
from  Easton,  Md.,  father  of  our  pastor,  officiated  at  the  love  feast 
held  on  Nov.  10.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  successful  social  on  Nov. 
15,  centering  around  the  theme,  School  Days,  and  on  Nov.  29  a 
discussion  was  held  on  Managing  My  Time.  A  time  budget  was 
worked  out  for  our  use.  Recently  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  organized  at 
the  Second  church.  A  Thanksgiving  service  at  the  Second 
church  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  27,  with  Bro.  Ziegler  de- 
livering the  message.  Thanksgiving  services  at  the  First  church 
were  held  in  the  morning.  The  offering  from  this  service  was 
given  to  the  needy  of  our  city.  In  the  evening  the  missionary 
society  held  a  meeting.  Our  churches  have  adopted  the  plan 
of  keeping  on  our  dining  tables  a  special  cup  in  which  offerings 
are  placed  each  day  for  relief  of  war  sufferers  in  China  and 
Europe.  The  total  amount  received  from  these  offerings  to  date 
is  $327.  The  Sunday  school  of  the  First  church  decided  not  to 
distribute  a  treat  to  the  school  at  Christmas  this  year,  but  rather 
give  $65,  the  cost  of  the  treat,  to  relief  work  in  China  and  Europe. 
On  Dec.  Pastor  Ziegler  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  of  his  travels 
at  a  Dutch  luncheon  held  by  the  men's  work  in  the  social  rooms 
of  the  Second  church.  Four  special  Christmas  services  are  being 
planned  at  both  churches,  including  a  midnight  service  on  Christ- 
mas Eve  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  and  the  cantata.  The  Wondrous  Light, 
directed  by  Stanley  S.  Dotterer.    Toys  are  being  repaired  by  the 

B.  Y.  P.  D.  which  will  be  distributed  among  the  needy  children 
at  Christmas.  Jan.  19  will  be  the  first  anniversary  of  the  Second 
church.  Special  services  are  being  planned  and  in  the  evening 
Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  will  begin  an  evangelistic  campaign  to 
continue  for  two  weeks. — Mildred  Meals,  York,  Pa.,  Dec.  14. 

Tennessee 
Liberty. — The  membership  of  the  church  was  well  represented 
at  the  council  meeting  held  on  Nov.  23.  We  are  planning  for  a 
revival  in  the  near  future.  Since  our  last  report  three  have  been 
baptized,  three  have  been  received  by  letter  and  there  have 
been  two  renewals.  The  church  is  progressing  nicely. — Mrs.  J.  B. 
Isenberg,  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  Dec.  9. 

Virginia 

Bassett. — Our  church  has  been  making  steady  progress  in  all 
departments.  Our  new  pastor  and  wife,  Bro.  Raymon  E.  Eller 
and  Sister  Eller,  began  their  work  here  on  Sept.  1,  coming  from 
the  Schoolfield  church.  Installation  services  at  the  morning 
service  on  Sept.  1  were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Naff,  assisted  by 
Bro.  F.  B.  Layman  of  the  district  ministerial  board.  Eld.  J.  B. 
Peters  was  also  with  us.  We  had  a  two  weeks'  meeting  from 
Sept.  29  to  Oct.  13,  conducted  by  our  pastor.  Eleven  have  been 
baptized  since  his  coming  and  two  received  by  letter,  and  one 
awaits  the  rite  of  baptism.  Communion  services  were  held  on 
Oct.  19,  with  Eld.  C.  E.  Eller,  father  of  our  pastor,  officiating. 
Installation  services  for  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  officers  were  held  Oct.  20, 
at  which  time  the  candlelighting  service  was  used  most  im- 
pressively. On  the  evening  of  Oct.  27  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a 
missionary  play  entitled  Janey.  A  special  offering  was  taken  for 
home  missions  at  the  Thanksgiving  service.  The  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  on  Nov.  16  with  Eld.  J.  B.  Peters  in  charge.  The 
men  have  bought  material  which  the  women  have  made  into 
clothing  for  the  needy  in  war-torn  areas.  Both  men's  and  wom- 
en's work  groups  are  active,  helping  the  needy  in  our  commu- 
nity and  preparing  baskets  and  clothing  for  distribution  at 
Christmas.  The  church  and  Sunday  school  have  planned  a 
Christmas  program.  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  including  a  white 
gift  service,  to  be  given  on  Sunday  night,  Dec.  22. — Mrs.  Price 
E.   Bowman,   Bassetts,   Va.,    Dec.    16. 

Bethlehem. — The  fifth  Sunday  of  September  was  designated  as 
members'  day  for  our  congregation.  Pastor  M.  E.  Clingenpeel 
gave  the  morning  sermon  which  was  preceded  by  special  music. 
The  high  point  in  the  afternoon  program  was  the  splendid  mes- 
sage by  Bro.  E.  E.  Bowman  of  the  Boone  Mill  congregation.  This 
meeting  was  well  attended.  The  lunch  hour  was  an  opportunity 
for  fellowship.  We  feel  that  this  meeting  was  a  beneficial  and 
challenging  one.    Some  of  the  major  officers  elected  are:  Bro.  N. 

C.  Peters,  elder;  Bro.  J.  Maurice  Bowman,  superintendent;   Bro. 

D.  J.  Flora,  president  of  men's  work;  Sister  Lee  Barnhart,  pres- 
ident of  the  women's  organization;  Hazel  Flora,  president  of 
young  people's  work.  The  women  have  made  a  number  of  gar- 
ments for  relief.  We  were  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  A.  Stauffer 
Curry,  the  new  regional  director,  with  us  in  our  regular  Novem- 
ber young  people's  meeting.  Bro.  Curry  told  us  of  the  World 
Youth  Conference  and  his  tour  through  Germany.  A  Christmas 
play  is  to  be  given  by  the  young  people.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  Bro.  Carson  Key,  pastor  of  the  Hollins  Road 
church,  Roanoke,  to  be  the  evangelist  in  a  revival  meeting  to  be 
held  next  summer.  On  Nov.  21  our  pastor  brought  to  us  an  ap- 
propriate Thanksgiving  message.  We  were  grateful  for  an  in- 
crease in  our  offering. — Virgie  Bowman,  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  Dec.  1. 

■  Christiansburg. — Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Swigart  took  over  the 
pastoral  work  of  the  church  at  this  place  Sept.  1.  A  revival  was 
conducted  by  them  from  Oct.  6  to  19.  Their  sermons  inspired 
the  members  of  the  church  to  strive  harder  to  co-operate  in 
every  way  so  that  our  church  may  grow  spiritually.  Four  were 
added  to  the  church;  three  have  been  baptized.     Our  love  feast 


was  held  Oct.  19,  with  approximately  one  hundred  present.  The 
church  has  contributed  to  the  relief  of  the  needy  in  Europe.  A 
special  Thanksgiving  offering  was  lifted.  The  young  people  held 
a  social  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening  which  was  well  attended 
and  much  enjoyed. — Mrs.  H.  S.  Spradling,  Christiansburg,  Va,. 
Dec.   5. 

Cloverdale. — Our  church  has  desired  for  some  years  to  have 
a  series  of  sermons  on  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament  as 
understood  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  was  our  priv- 
ilege to  have  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  to 
preach  these  sermons.  He  came  on  Nov.  17,  and  preached  eleven 
sermons,  including  the  Thanksgiving  message.  We  believe  that 
we  have  a  deeper  appreciation  for  the  Word  of  God  because  of 
these  meetings.  On  Nov.  26  five  were  baptized  by  Pastor  M.  G. 
Wilson.  Our  love  feast,  held  on  Nov.  27,  was  well  attended. 
Our  Thanksgiving  offering  amounted  to  $500.— Helen  C.  Flora, 
Roanoke,  Va.,  Dec.  12. 

Fairfax,  Oaklon. — We  held  our  services  at  Oakton  schoolhouse 
for  four  Sundays  while  reconditioning  our  heating  plant.  On 
Sept.  19  Dr.  Pool,  a  Presbyterian  missionary  from  Africa,  gave 
an  illustrated  lecture  at  the  Drainsville  church.  Dr.  Walter  H. 
Judd,  medical  missionary  to  China,  gave  a  wonderful  lecture  on 
Oct.  13  in  the  Fairfax  high  school.  Bro.  Casper  Driver  preached 
for  us  on  Oct.  20,  and  Bro.  Rowland  Reichard  of  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  preached  on  Oct.  27.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  executive  sec- 
retary of  the  Southeastern  Region,  recently  visited  us  and  spoke 
at  the  morning  service.  At  our  Thanksgiving  service  Bro.  A.  J. 
Caricofe  gave  us  a  splendid  sermon.  At  our  November  council 
we  elected  the  following  new  church  officers:  superintendent  of 
ushers,  E.  L.  Myers;  board  of  administration,  Abe  Craun  and 
Virgie  Miller.  Bro.  Mervin  Martin  preached  for  us  on  a  recent 
Sunday  night.  A  financial  canvass  and  distribution  of  weekly 
envelopes  was  made  on  Dec.  1.  The  children  will  give  a  Christ- 
mas program  on  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  22,  and  in  the  evening 
the  young  people  will  give  a  pageant.  On  Dec.  14  the  women 
gave  a  play,  The  Two  Builders,  and  received  an  offering  of  $50. 
Our  aid  society  is  busy  now,  getting  articles  ready  for  the  Christ- 
mas sale  at  Wright's  store;  each  member  made  and  donated  an 
article.  We  recently  sent  a  large  box  of  clothing  to  the  needy. 
We  shall  have  a  Christmas  sermon  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  25. — 
Pearl  R.  Miller,  Vienna,  Va.,  Dec.  16. 

Mt.  Zion. — Work  in  our  congregation  has  been  moving  along 
with  interest.  When  Pastor  H.  C.  Eller  conducted  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  spring  at  the  Ida  Grove  church  twelve  were  bap- 
tized. From  these  results  came  a  desire  for  a  Sunday  school.  An 
organization  was  effected;  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
past  months.  Bro.  I.  S.  Long  was  at  Mt.  Zion  for  a  ten-day 
meeting  in  July.  His  messages  were  very  inspirational.  There 
were  fourteen  conversions.  Bro.  John  Evans  Bowman  met  ■with 
us  for  one  week  in  the  interest  of  peace  issues.  A  number  from 
our  congregation  attended  the  regional  conference  which  met  at 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmlv  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16:  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
1K;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17:  19:6:  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  dailv  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eoh.  6:18-20:  Phil.  4:8.  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-301:  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and   aged    (Acts   6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26.  43.  44:  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversv  (Matt.  7:  12:  Rom. 
13:8-101;  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26:  Eph. 
5:18):  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9):  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37:  James  5: 
12):  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18): 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11:  Rom.  12:17):  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 
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the  Hagerstown  church.  On  Sept.  13  our  church  met  in  council 
with  Bro.  H.  E.  Wakeman  in  charge.  Reports  of  the  different 
committees  were  accepted.  Two  letters  of  membership  were 
granted  and  one  letter  was  received.  After  some  discussion  a 
vote  was  taken  to  begin  our  church  year  with  October  first,  in- 
stead of  January  first,  as  heretofore.  Officers  elected  for  the 
year  were:  elder,  Bro.  H.  E.  Wakeman;  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, Bro.  David  Varner;  Messenger  agent.  Sister  Elizabeth 
Wakeman;  Messenger  correspondent,  the  writer.  From  the 
Luray  church  some  money  and  five  bags  of  clothing  have  been 
sent  for  relief.  Bro.  Eller  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  the 
latter  part  of  September.  By  his  earnest  efforts  we  feel  the 
membership  was  much  strengthened.  Four  young  people  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  A  junior  church  school  was 
held  for  a  week  in  July.  Work  on  our  church  is  moving  along 
satisfactorily,  the  walls  now  being  ready  for  the  framework.  The 
pageant,  Mimi  Lights  the  Candle,  will  be  presented  by  the  young 
people  at  the  Christmas  service. — Elsie  Broyles,  Luray,  Va., 
Nov.  30. 

Reed  Oak  Grove. — We  met  in  council  on  Nov.  9  and  elected  the 
following  officers:  Bro.  Elbert  Bowman,  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent; Sister  Lula  Mae  Reed,  Messenger  agent;  the  writer, 
correspondent.  We  enjoyed  a  very  spiritual  revival  in  Septem- 
ber conducted  by  Bro.  Archie  P.  Naff.  Sister  Naff  was  a  ready 
worker,  willing  to  sacrifice.  As  a  result,  four  were  baptized  and 
one  reclaimed.  One  has  been  added  to  the  church  since  that 
time.  We  held  the  love  feast  on  Oct.  12,  with  Bro.  I.  H.  Shaver  of 
the  Copper  Hill  church  as  speaker  on  Saturday  evening  and  on 
Sunday  morning.  Bro.  Archie  P.  Naff  delivered  a  Thanksgiving 
sermon  at  the  Stonewall  church  on  Nov.  28.  The  prayer  band 
was  invited  to  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Archie  Naff  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  24.  A  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  the 
home  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Dennis  Martin,  by  the  Reed  Oak  Grove 
prayer  band.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  8  the  prayer  band  met  for 
service  at  the  Silver  Leaf  church.  We  were  glad  to  have  with  us 
Bro.  and  Sister  W.  F.  Vest  of  the  Stonewall  church.  The  next 
service  will  be  held  in  the  home  of  Bro.  and  Sister  Harvey  Dob- 
bins.— Ada  Dobbins  Basham,  Floyd,  Va.,  Dec.  17. 

Roanoke,  Ninth  Street. — At  our  September  council  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  new  year:  C.  M.  Key,  elder;  E.  J. 
Jacobs,  clerk;  C.  E.  Trout,  treasurer;  the  writer,  Messenger  cor- 
respondent; W.  L.  Fralin,  Sunday-school  superintendent;  Margie 
Garst,  primary  superintendent;  J.  W.  Drewry,  junior  and  inter- 
mediate superintendent;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Bowman,  beginner  superin- 
tendent; Philip  Trout,  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  and  Bessie 
Proffitt,  adult  adviser.    This  organization  is  growing  steadily  and 


developing  strong  Christian  character  among  the  young  people. 
On  Sept.  28  they  gave  an  interesting  program  for  Chinese  relief, 
the  proceeds  amounting  to  $51.72.  A  meal  of  millet  soup  was 
served,  similar  to  a  Chinese  relief  meal,  costing  about  one  cent 
each.  The  men's  group  has  been  active  in  the  relief  cause,  having 
secured  the  names  of  forty  men  who  have  agreed  to  pay  twenty- 
five  cents  each  per  month  to  be  turned  over  to  the  district  treas- 
urer to  purchase  material  from  which  the  aid  societies  are  mak- 
ing garments  to  be  sent  to  the  war  zones.  This  group  collected 
many  garments  and  delivered  them  to  the  First  church,  which  is 
the  receiving  station  for  the  First  District.  The  men  have  put  a 
cement  pit  under  the  church  furnace;  they  also  furnished  trans- 
portation for  shut-ins  at  our  recent  revival.  The  women's  group 
has  also  been  busy  in  relief  work.  They  checked  over  the  gar- 
ments and  shoes  donated,  and  made  some  repairs.  They  have 
made  fourteen  children's  dresses;  quilted  and  donated  four  quilts 
for  war  relief.  Sister  Ada  Easter  is  president  of  this  group. 
Our  junior  and  intermediate  choirs  are  progressing  nicely  under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Garst,  Paul  Hylton  and  J.  W.  Drewry. 
On  Nov.  3  Brother  and  Sister  Oliver  H.  Austin  began  a  two 
weeks'  revival.  As  a  result  of  this  meeting  nineteen  were  bap- 
tized. Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  six  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived, making  a  total  of  twenty-five  additions  to  the  church  this 
year.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  24,  with  an  exceptionally 
large  attendance.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  promising. — Mrs. 
C.  E.  Trout,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Dec.  14. 

West  Virginia 
Keyser. — Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the 
Keyser  church  for  more  than  six  years,  has  answered  the  call  of 
duty  elsewhere.  The  Keyser  church  made  great  progress  under 
Bro.  Showalter's  capable  leadership,  and  he  has  rendered  valu- 
able service  in  the  district.  We  are  finding  our  new  pastor  and 
wife,  Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter,  brother  of  our  former  pastor,  effi- 
cient and  consecrated  workers.  Sister  Showalter  was  elected 
peace  director  for  the  local  church.  Since  Sept.  1  we  have  col- 
lected in  cash  for  relief  work  $53,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
pounds  of  clothing  which  was  shipped  to  Philadelphia.  Peace 
education  work  has  been  done  in  all  departments  of  the  church. 
Practical  help  has  been  given  to  cur  young  men  who  will  be 
drafted.  During  the  last  two  weeks  in  October  our  pastor 
preached  a  series  of  sermons  on  The  Gospel  of  John.  As  a  re- 
sult of  this  meeting  thirteen  persons  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  The  young  people  will 
present  a  Christmas  pageant  at  the  evening  service  on  Dec.  22. 
The  children  of  the  Sunday  school  will  give  their  program  on 
Dec.   23.— Mrs.   Geo.   McNeill,   Keyser,  W.   Va.,   Dec.    14. 


WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR  THE  CHURCHES 
jjatutaruf  5-12, 1941 

Sunday— The  World  and  its  Need  of  Christ.    Eph.  2:12,  13,  John  14:6. 
Monday— The  Suffering  of  the  Nations.    1  Peter  3:14,  17,  Rev.  22:2. 
Tuesday — The  Sufficiency  of  God.    Deut.  32:3,  4,  2  Corinthians  3:5. 
Wednesday — Jesus  Christ  is  the  Answer.    John  8:12,  John  14:4. 
Thursday — The  Responsibility  of  America.     1  Cor.  14:2,  Luke  12:48. 
Friday— The  Church  and  its  Business.    Matthew  16:16,  18,  John  13:34,  25. 
Saturday— The  Gospel  for  Today.     Mark  1:14,  15,  Acts  17:26. 
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Temperance  Calendar 

•  •  •  • 

No,  it's  not  too  late  to  buy  a  new  calendar  for  1941. 

You  are  interested  in  promoting  temperance  and 
here  is  a  valuable  assistant. 
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Here  are  a  few  of  the  many 
statements  from  the  Bible  and 
Statesmen,  Scientists,  Cru- 
saders, Industrialists,  Athletes, 
Artists,  Doctors,  Ministers, 
Educators  and  Musicians. 

"Drink  is  the  source  of  all  evil  and  ruin  of 
half  of  the  working  men  of  the  country." — 
George  Washington. 

"Liquor  might  have  defenders,  but  no  de- 
fense."— Abraham   Lincoln. 

"We  must  go  among  children  with  our  tem- 
perance work.  Mighty  weapons  'will  be 
hurled  against  them  when  they  emerge  from 
the  sheltering  fortress  of  home — they  ought 
not   to   go   forth   unarmed." — Frances   Willard. 

"My  experience  through  life  has  convinced 
me  that  abstinence  from  spirituous  liquors  is 
the  best  safeguard  to  morals  and  health." — 
Robert  E.  Lee. 

"I  am  a  total  abstainer  from  alcoholic 
liquors.  I  always  felt  I  had  a  better  use  for 
my  head." — Thomas  A.  Edison. 

"Out  of  ten  who  begin  to  drink,  an  average 
of  three  become  regular  habitual  drunkards." 
— Dr.   Charles   Mayo. 


A  beautiful  lithographed  masterpiece  that  may  be  framed  after  no  longer 
needed  as  a  calendar. 

Tear  off  sheet  of  each  month  and  either  preserve  for  the  temperance  state- 
ments or  pass  along  to  interested  friends. 

Calendar  size  over  all,  9/4  by  17  inches,  picture  8  by  6  inches.  Pad,  9V2  by 
8  inches.  Price,  25c  per  copy.  Write  for  special  prices  to  agents  and 
groups. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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OUR  SHARE  IN  RELIEE 


CHURCH    OF    THE    BRETHREN    CLOTHING    SENT    TO 
PHILADELPHIA 

BY    MRS.    ROSS    D.    MURPHY 

The  readers  of  the  Messenger  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
has  received  and  packed  about  110,000  pounds  of 
clothing  during  the  year  1940.  Of  this  amount  over 
45,000  pounds  have  come  from  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  with  an  estimated  valuation  of  around 
$40,000.  The  valuation  average  is  close  to  one  dollar 
per  pound.  Much  of  the  woolen  material  and  new 
clothing,  especially  layettes,  is  valuated  at  from  $2  to 
$3  per  pound.  The  method  of  evaluation  has  been  ar- 
rived at  as  the  result  of  a  varied  experience  over  a 
period  of  years,  and  is  based  upon  the  quality  and 
practical  usefulness  of  the  garments.  This  clothing  has 
been  received  and  packed  for  shipment  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Storeroom,  1515  Cherry  Street.  Some  clothing 
was  sent  directly  to  a  New  York  storeroom  and  is  not 
included  in  the  above  estimate.  The  Mennonites  and 
some  of  the  New  York  Friends  sent  some  clothing  direct 
to  New  York  City,  of-  which  I  have  no  record  at  the 
present  time. 

About  50,000  pounds  have  been  distributed  during 
the  year  to  France,  England,  throughout  the  United 
States,  Mexico,  Cuba,  Santo  Domingo,  and  St.  Helena. 
At  the  present  moment  we  are  working  vigorously  and 
anxiously  with  the  hope  that  the  remaining  50,000 
pounds  may  soon  get  to  its  destination  on  the  other 
side  of  the  blockade  for  the  needy  in  Europe.  At  the 
same  time  shipments  are  being  planned  from  the  west 
coast  for  refugees  in  Shanghai,  China.  If  an  entire 
shipment  of  clothing  cannot  be  made  to  Europe  imme- 
diately, we  have  strong  hope  that  smaller  shipments 
may  go  under  the  classification  of  medicine,  for  which 
a  way  is  now  opening. 

You  will  be  especially  glad  to  know  that  a  small 
shipment,  five  bales,  amounting  to  about  800  pounds, 
including  used  clothing  for  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls,  also  new  clothing  for  children  and  babies,  and 
over  100  pairs  of  shoes  for  all  ages  was  sent  to  a  very 
needy  section  among  the  mountains  of  Kentucky.  It 
arrived  there  as  a  Christmas  gift  and  went  upon  my 
recommendation  as  well  as  upon  my  personal  investi- 
gation. All  of  the  garments  especially  made  for  France 
are  packed  ready  to  go,  together  with  other  types 
of  clothing  that  will  be  badly  needed  there.  Our  relief 
program  moves  forward.  This  is  not  all  that  our 
workers  would  like  to  do,  but  it  does  care  for,  in  a 
rather  remarkable  way,  some  of  the  people  for  -whom 
we  feel  responsible. 

As  I  suggested  above,  milk  for  babies  and  medicine 
will  likely  find  its  way  through  the  blockade,  and  it 
will  not  be  stretching  the  meaning  of  the  term  to  in- 
clude clothing,  especially  for  babies,  within  the  cate- 
gory of  medicine.  For  even  milk  cannot  save  the  lit- 
tle frozen  bodies  when  there  is  no  heat  or  clothing. 

It  is  no  small  task  to  take  care  of  the  clothing  at 
the  storeroom  with  all  that  is  involved  in  the  way  of 
assortment  and  careful  packing.  This  work  is  being 
done  most  efficiently  and  effectively  at  a  minimum  of 
expense.  Several  very  valuable  people  are  giving  of 
their  time  and  service,  and  those  who  are  employed 
are  working  on  a  more  or  less  maintenance  basis.  Of 
course,  it  does  cost  to  live  here  in  Philadelphia  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  and  a  few  of  the  workers  must  be  paid. 


We  have  supplied  one  person  representing  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  since  the  first  of  October.  This  person 
is  a  high  school  graduate  and  a  member  of  our  church. 
We  feel  this  has  been  a  very  worth-while  investment  of 
both  personnel  and  expenditure  necessary  for  mainte- 
nance. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


HOW  THE  COLLEGES  ARE  HELPING 
Juniata  College  and  Huntingdon  Church 

Since  the  beginning  of  August,  1940,  a  total  of  ap- 
proximately 2,400  pounds  of  clothing  has  come  in  from 
the  churches  in  the  Juniata  College  area.  This  has 
been  shipped  on  to  the  Philadelphia  Storeroom. — Mrs. 
George  Detweiler,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Joint  Student  Service  Committee,  Bridgewater 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  shipping  of  approximately 
2,500  pounds  of  clothing  to  the  American  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee. — Wilmer  Crummett,  Chairman  Clothing 
Committee,  Bridgewater  College,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

North  Manchester,  Indiana  (See  Cover  Page) 

Here  is  a  shipment  of  2,900  pounds  which  accumu- 
lated over  a  period  of  about  six  weeks.  We  shipped 
out  two  tons  the  last  week  of  August  and  a  ton  and  a 
half  about  the  middle  of  October.  Members  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  been  volunteering  to  repack  the  ma- 
terial and  ship  it  on,  and  they  have  enjoyed  the  work 
very  much. — Vernon  Miller,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

McPherson,  Kansas 

Sisters  Jennie  Heckman  and  M.  W.  Emmert  and  Broth- 
.  er  and  Sister  T.  E.  Marchand  of  McPherson  report  that 
approximately  1 ,000  pounds  of  clothing  have  been 
shipped  on  to  Philadelphia  and  that  almost  that  much 
more  is  ready  to  ship.  The  parcels  from  the  various 
churches  arrive  at  the  college  business  office  and  are 
then  taken  over  to  the  Marchand  garage.  Here  the 
parcels  are  stored  until  several  hundred  pounds  have 
come  in,  and  then  they  are  shipped  on  to  Philadelphia. 
Students  of  the  Student  Christian  Movement  have  been 
helping  to  care  for  the  packages  as  they  arrive. 


CLOTHING    DEPOTS    ON    THE    PACIFIC    COAST    AC- 
CEPT  RESPONSIBILITY   GLADLY 
Bernard  H.  Suttle  of  Seattle,  Washington: 

"The  clothing  which  comes  in  to  Bro.  C.  H.  Maust, 
who  lives  three  blocks  from  the  church,  will  be  re- 
packed and  shipped  to  Shanghai,  China,  as  a  church 
project.  Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  in  this 
way." 

C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne,  California: 

"Here  in  La  Verne,  we  will  have  the  co-operation  of 
our  College  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and  also  of 
the  Women's  Work  of  the  local  church." 

H.   E.  Pobst  of  Oakland,   California: 

"1917  Fortieth  Avenue  is  the  address  of  the  parson- 
age, and  Bro.  Buntain  'will  be  glad  to  receive  the  ship- 
ments. Our  group  of  young  married  people  and  young 
people  will  repack  them  for  shipment  to  Shanghai, 
China.  Some  of  our  young  people  were  looking  for 
some  such  project  as  this.  We  consider  this  a  very 
real  way  to  actively  demonstrate  our  regard  and  love 
for   the   less   fortunate." 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
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EDITORIAL 


That   Hour   of   Decision 

One  distinguished  churchman  has  written  a 
book  about  it  which  we  have  not  seen,  but  we 
know  he  is  right  in  his  main  contention.  This  is 
the  hour  of  decision,  not  for  Protestantism  only, 
which  is  the  subject  of  his  thesis,  but  for  the 
country  and  the  church  and  for  every  person  in 
both.     It  is  indeed  a  very  fateful  hour. 

We  get  so  fed  up  on  the  emergency  idea,  hearing 
about  it  constantly,  that  we  almost  lose  our 
capacity  to  be  aroused.  Only  incidentally  be- 
cause of  what  has  happened  in  recent  months  is 
this  the  hour  of  decision.  It  is  such  primarily  be- 
cause life  is  like  this,  more  conspicuously  so  at 
certain  times  but  always  really,  if  we  only  had 
eyes  to  see.  For  the  hour  of  decision  is  always 
the  hour  that  now  is,  and  this  will  be  quickly 
followed  by  that  which  is  to  come. 

If  the  decision  of  the  present  hour  is  not  wisely 
made,  that  of  the  next  will  be,  probably  more 
difficult,  certainly  more  disastrously  fateful  in  its 
possible  consequences.  Better  decide  right,  right 
now.  E.  F. 

The  Magic  of  Good  Deeds 

A  certain  relief  worker  was  telling  of  her  ex- 
periences in  Europe.  Again  and  again  her  group 
was  called  upon  to  do  things  that  others  could  not, 
because  what  was  required  was  a  neutral  agency 
which  could  be  trusted  by  all  parties  concerned. 
Among  those  in  key  positions  today  are  some  who 
were  saved  by  the  child-feeding  activities  of  the 
Friends  in  1919.  These  are  now  opening  doors 
that  would  otherwise  be  closed.  The  open  sesame 
in  the  robbers'  den  which  is  our  world  of  today  is 
the  simple  act  of  kindness.  And  whether  white 
or  black,  civilized  or  uncivilized,  men  respond  to 
the  magic  of  a  good  deed. 

As  already  intimated,  doors  open  today  because 


of  what  was  done  before,  and  notably  in  1919. 
Which  is  to  say  that  the  going  at  first  may  be  hard 
since  there  must  be  proof  of  goodwill.  Even  the 
Good  Samaritan  requires  some  credentials  for  his 
acceptance  in  relief  work.  But  having  proved  his 
spirit,  the  magic  of  good  deeds  becomes  cumu- 
lative. One  is  confided  the  opportunity  to  do  more 
and  more  because  of  what  was  done  in  the  past. 

And  we  see  in  all  this  a  suggestion  of  how  the 
better  world  is  to  come  to  be.  It  cannot  be  real- 
ized overnight.  The  increase  of  righteousness  is 
a  process,  a  slow  changing  of  the  atmosphere. 
Isaiah  saw  a  time  when  "the  earth  shall  be  full  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,"  but  we  would  not  be 
surprised  if  it  came  as  a  slowly  rising  flood,  cov- 
ering the  earth  "as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."  Let 
us  be  patient  and  not  lose  faith  in  the  magic  of 
good  deeds.  h.  a.  b. 

The  Glory  of  the  Gospel 

First,  it  is  the  gospel  of  Christ.  We  put  that 
first  because  it  was  through  him  that  the  world 
first  heard  of  it.  This  is  the  gospel  Mark's  |  story 
was  about  (Mark  1:1),  and  the  one  Paul  was  not 
ashamed  of  (Rom.  1:16),  as  some  manuscripts 
make  him  proud  to  tell  the  Romans,  and  as  he 
so  often  described  it  to  others. 

Didn't  you  say  in  your  baptism  that  you  be- 
lieved him  to  be  the  heavenly  messenger  that 
brought  it  to  mankind?  But  Christ  was  not  only 
the  message  bearer;  he  was  its  supreme  inter- 
preter. In  his  teaching,  in  his  living  and  in  his 
dying,  he  made  its  meaning  crystal  clear.  The 
gospel  is  rightly  and  pre-eminently  named  for  him. 

Even  more  fundamentally  it  is  the  gospel  of 
God.  So  Jesus  himself  preached  it  (Mark  1:14). 
He  was  its  deliverer  only,  not  its  originator.  He 
insisted  with  emphasis  that  all  he  knew  about  it  he 
had  received  from  his  Father    (John  5:19,  30). 
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Still  further,  the  gospel  is  God's  not  only  be- 
cause it  came  from  him  but  because  it  is  about 
him.  Through  it  we  learn  what  kind  of  a  God 
he  is,  what  he  is  in  his  own  nature  and  what  he 
wants  to  do  with  man.  The  gospel  of  Christ  is 
the  gospel  of  God  because  Christ  is  the  Revealer 
of  God. 

The  gospel  is  also  called  the  gospel  of  the  grace 
of  God  (Acts  20:24).  This  only  makes  more 
specific  the  fact  stated  in  the  last  paragraph, 
but  it  is  of  tremendous  significance.  It  tells  why 
the  gospel  is  what  the  word  implies.  It  sets  the 
most  important  fact  about  God  right  out  in  the 
foreground  where  it  belongs.  It  is  the  grace  of 
God  that  makes  human  existence  tolerable.  It 
is  the  one  and  only  thing  about  this  universe  that 
makes  living  in  it  a  blessing  instead  of  a  curse. 

Another  name  for  the  treasure  of  which  we 
speak  is  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom  (Matt.  4:23). 
Matthew  liked  to  call  it  that,  as  he  was  strong  on 
bringing  out  the  relation  of  the  work  of  Christ 
to  the  kingdom  hopes  of  his  Jewish  countrymen. 
Their  dreams  were  centered  on  the  restoration  of 
the  political  kingdom  of  David  in  greater  power 
and  glory  than  ever,  with  Jerusalem  as  the  capital 
and  all  the  other  nations  subject  to  it. 

What  a  magnificent  prospect  it  was  and  still 
is  that  all  these  hopes  are  to  be  more  than  fulfilled 
in  the  triumph  of  the  gospel.  No  wonder  that  the 
gospel  of  God  which  Jesus  preached  as  Mark  tells 
it  became  in  Matthew's  hands  the  gospel  of  the 
kingdom.  Paul  was  enthusiastic  about  this  too,  for 
in  his  farewell  to  the  Ephesian  elders  at  Miletus, 
the  kingdom  of  God  which  he  had  preached  among 
them  was  none  other  than  the  gospel  of  the  grace 
of  God. 

The  gospel  of  salvation  (Eph.  1:13)  is  a 'most 
fitting  title  surely  for  this  describes  the  gospel 
in  terms  of  its  function.  It  tells  what  the  gospel 
does  for  those  who  receive  it.  Salvation  is  the 
magic  word  with  deeper  meaning  than  we  can 
fully  comprehend,  but  we  know  it  is  redemption 
from  utter  ruin,  restoration  from  fragmentary  to 
abundant  life,  attainment  to  full-grown  manhood, 
even  after  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  ful- 
ness of  Christ. 

Yet  another  variation  in  the  shading  of  the 
picture  is  the  gospel  of  peace  (Rom.  10: 15) ,  accord- 
ing to  one  version  of  the  prophetic  movie  in  which 
the  feet  of  the  messengers  hurrying  across  the 
mountains  to  bring  good  tidings  to  Jerusalem  are 
seen  to  be  beautiful  (Isa.  52:7).  What  a  back- 
ground for  this  designation  of  the  gospel  our 
world  provides  us  at  this  very  hour!  How  glor- 
ious if  the  nations  would  accept  this  gospel. 

But  the  crowning  glory  of  the  gospel  lies  in  the 


simple  fact  that  it  is  just  that,  the  gospel.  So  it  is 
called  in  the  New  Testament  far  oftener  than  by 
all  the  other  names  together.  These  others  do  help 
us  better  to  understand  its  many-sided  greatness, 
but  having  seen  and  appreciated  the  contributions 
which  they  make,  what  greater  honor  can  we  do 
this  marvelous  message  of  good  news  than  to  know 
it  by  this  simplest  of  all  names,  the  gospel? 

It  is  the  gospel  because  it  is  the  greatest  piece  of 
good  news  that  ever  came  to  man.  It  is  the  gospel 
because  there  is  no  other,  none  worthy  of  so 
glorious  a  name.  The  glory  of  the  gospel  is  that  it 
is  the  gospel.  E.  F. 

Stories  of  Our  Brethren 

A  Congregation  That  Pioneered 
The  first  congregation  in  the  state  of  Indiana 
was  Four  Mile,  organized  in  1809;  the  second  was 
Nettle  Creek,  organized  about  1820.  Three  out- 
standing items  in  the  history  of  Nettle  Creek  over 
which  Lewis  W.  Teeter  presided  many  years  are: 

(1)  Its   Sunday   school   which   dates  from   1868. 

(2)  In  1863  the  congregation  held  its  first  Thanks- 
giving service  which  became  an  annual  event 
thereafter.     (3)  The  distillery  problem. 

Those  were  pioneer  days  and  folks  were  not 
wealthy.  Making  a  living  became  a  most  serious 
problem  with  many.  Private  distilleries  were 
numerous — even  Brethren  were  engaged  in  mak- 
ing whisky,  although  as  early  as  1778  Annual 
Meeting  took  a  stand  against  the  liquor  business 
and  asked  Brethren  not  to  engage  in  it.  Well,  in 
1840  some  Brethren  in  the  Nettle  Creek  church 
fell  under  the  condemnation  of  the  church  because 
they  made  whisky. 

In  handling  the  matter  the  church  pleaded  with 
its  members  not  to  make  liquor.  Some  heard  the 
church  and  some  did  not.  Two  individuals  are 
worthy  of  note.  The  one  said  he  prized  the  church 
more  than  his  distillery  and  abandoned  it.  He 
engaged  in  an  honorable  business,  prospered  and 
died  a  wealthy  man.  The  other  said  he  must  run 
his  distillery  or  face  financial  ruin.  He  was  dis- 
fellowshiped,  failed  financially  and  died  a  poor 
man. 

It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  those  who 
abandon  distilleries  become  wealthy,  nor  that 
those  who  run  them  die  poor,  but  this  congrega- 
tion was  headed  in  the  right  direction  when  it 
decided  that  it  could  not  hold  fellowship  with 
distillers.  Annual  Meeting  was  right  in  1778; 
Nettle  Creek  was  right  in  1840.  Churches  in 
1941  that  exclude  from  their  communion  makers 
and  dispensers  of  alcoholic  drinks  are  going  in  the 
right  direction.  J.  e.  m. 
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Sweet  Age  of  Peace 

BY  E.  H.  HERNDON 

Sweet  age  of  peace,  sweet  age  of  peace, 
When  God  shall  cause  all  war  to  cease. 
When  nations  seek  each  other's  good, 
And  men  shall  dwell  in  brotherhood; 
And  joining  with  the  angel  band, 
Hosannahs  raise  throughout  the  land. 
Then  sing  as  at  the  Savior's  birth, 
"Goodwill  toward  men  and  peace  on  earth. 

Sweet  age  of  peace,  sweet  age  of  peace, 
We'll  work  and  pray  for  thy  increase 
Till  clash  of  blade  and  cannon's  roar 
Shall  cease  from  earth  for  evermore. 
And  with  them  cease  turmoil  and  strife, 
Let  love  become  the  rule  of  life. 
This  proclamation  then  release: 
"Great  Jesus  rules,  the  Prince  of  Peace." 

Weatherford,  Okla. 


The  Positive  Side  of  Nonresistance 

BY  FORREST  WELLER 

Christ's  teachings  dealt  with  two  great  classes 
of  life  situations:  regular  problems  and  crises. 
Included  in  the  first  are  the  basic  philosophies  of 
human  justice — the  golden  rule,  humility,  and  the 
patterns  of  life  according  to  which  one  can  chart 
his  course  out  into  the  distant  future.  On  the  oth- 
er hand,  the  crisis  situations  are  those  in  which 
expectancies  break  down  because,  very  frequent- 
ly, the  other  persons  do  not  do  what  we  had  been 
expecting.  Such  is  found  in  Peter's  annoyance 
while  he  was  warming  himself  at  the  fire.  It  is  in 
the  crises  that  we  make  many  of  our  errors  since 
we  are  not  able  to  decide  the  exact  moves  in  ad- 
vance. A  crisis  is  a  situation  that  demands  some 
type  of  readjustment  for  the  reason  that  we  can- 
not continue  just  as  we  had  in  times  past.  Some 
have  sought  to  avoid  crises  by  attempting  to 
stabilize  the  social  order  or  the  organization  in- 
side of  which  they  live. 

One  of  the  most  common  crises  is  that  in  which 
others  intervene  to  block  our  plans  and  aspira- 
tions. This  blocking  produces  emotional  conflict 
out  of  which  some  kind  of  resistance  tends  to  de- 
velop. In  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  there  is 
probably  very  little  nonresistance.  What  is  or- 
dinarily referred  to  under  that  term  is  another 
type  of  resistance,  more  subtle  and  often  more 
significant  than  that  which  the  other  had  used. 

The  individual  counterpart  of  the  blocking 
process  is  anger  toward  the  object  or  person  who 
impedes  one's  actions.  This  is  seen  even  in  the 
small  infant   whose  parent  too  hastily  removes 


some  object  of  play.  One  observes  it  in  adults 
when  someone  suddenly  moves  into  their  plans 
and  shunts  their  purposes.  In  fact,  a  person  who 
lacks  any  sense  of  aggravation  or  annoyance  at 
such  moments  is  likely  to  be  one  largely  devoid  of 
purposes,  for  it  is  the  very  nature  of  purpose  to 
demand  continuity  of  process  until  fulfillment 
takes  place.  In  keeping  with  this,  it  is  doubtful 
that  one  really  has  character  unless  he  possesses 
purpose,  for  purpose  becomes  his  basis  of  evalua- 
tion of  situations.  Hence  it  appears  that  the  evil 
does  not  reside  in  anger,  but  arises  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  anger  is  expressed.  It  is  possible  to 
be  angry  and  not  sin. 

A  number  of  years  ago  C.  F.  Richardson  made 
certain  observations  concerning  anger  to  which 
we  may  add  others  which  bear  on  this  problem  of 
nonresistance.  In  adults  one  of  the  most  common 
forms  of  releasing  or  expressing  anger  is  an  at- 
tempt at  either  physical  or  social  disablement. 
Physical  disablement  lacks  insight  into  another's 
motives  or  aims  and  never  inquires  into  the  value 
of  his  plans  or  reasons  for  opposition.  Hence  it  is 
essentially  selfish,  with  the  sole  emphasis  on  one's 
own  desires.  It  attempts  only  to  remove  obstruc- 
tion, and  treats  anything  which  stands  in  the  way 
as  merely  a  physical  object.  Essentially  this  is 
the  method  of  brute  force.  It  is  the  method  of  all 
dictatorial  types.  People  are  not  treated  as  per- 
sons. Peter  used  this  physical  type  of  force  in 
the  garden.  When  Christ  told  Peter  to  put  up  his 
sword,  for  those  who  take  it  up  will  perish  by  it, 
there  was  less  implication  that  the  sword  was 
wrong — although  this  is  admitted — than  that  those 
who  use  such  a  means  of  getting  even  will  find 
that  means  leading  to  their  own  destruction  also. 
It  implies  that  there  ought  to  be  a  means  of  get- 
ting even  which  is  much  safer,  according  to  which 
if  a  man  used  it  he  would  not  perish  by  means  of 
his  own  weapon.  There  ought  to  be  a  kind  of 
resistance  which  left  one  stronger  rather  than 
more  handicapped. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  those  who  seek  so- 
cially to  disable  the  other  one  toward  whom  their 
anger  is  directed.  This  may  take  indirect  or  di- 
rect forms,  such  as  in  sarcasm.  In  Christ's  day 
the  term  "Samaritan"  was  a  category  into  which 
any  despised  person  might  be  placed.  Likewise 
the  enemies  of  Peter  at  Pentecost  accused  him  of 
drunkenness,  hoping  thereby  to  ridicule  his 
achievements.  All  depreciatory  jokes  are  of  the 
same  character.  When  one  cannot  discount  a 
man's  arguments  or  achievements  his  last  resort 
is  to  call  names  or  make  personal  thrusts.    What 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER—Janucrry   11,    1941 


is  basic  to  their  analysis  is  that  they  tell  one  noth- 
ing particular  about  the  specific  case,  but  mere- 
ly try  to  throw  the  traditional  weight  of  that  cate- 
gory, name  or  class  against  a  person  who  fre- 
quently does  not  fit  the  type.  The  indirect  social 
method  is  an  attempt  to  decrease  the  significance 
of  the  object  of  our  anger  by  imagining  ourselves 
superior.  This  is  expressed  in  all  systems  of 
racial  and  national  prejudice  where  the  compet- 
ing minority  proves  to  be  so  capable  that  artificial 
systems  are  set  up  to  keep  them  from  dethroning 
those  who  hold  positions  of  eminence.  But  in  all 
cases  of  physical  or  social  disablement  there  is  not 
the  least  insight  into  the  motives  and  attitudes  of 
the  other  person  so  as  to  understand  him  as  an- 
other human  being. 

There  is  a  second  chief  pattern  for  dissolving 
one's  annoyance  or  anger  caused  by  the  intrusion 
of  others  into  his  plans  or  activities.  Its  most 
common  expression  is  that  of  "doing  good  for 
evil."  This  is  one  method  a  person  must  learn, 
for  he  does  not  have  it  by  nature.  Barring  cul- 
tural guidance,  he  is  most  likely  to  use  one  of  the 
first  methods.  It  may  have  been  natural — if  we 
know  what  is  natural — for  Peter  to  smite  the 
servant  of  the  high  priest;  but  it  was  a  learned 
pattern  of  life  to  be  able  to  offer  kindness  for 
evil  intent.  The  virtue  of  this  second  method  is 
that  it  draws  one  to  compete  on  a  higher  and  less 
dangerous  level.  We  usually  wish  not  to  be  out- 
done by  the  other  person's  devices  and  techniques. 
If  our  physical  strength  is  challenged  we  are 
prone  to  respond  physically,  but  if  kindness  is 
challenged  we  do  not  wish  to  be  shown  up  as  not 
as  kind  as  the  other  person.  This  calls  attention 
to  the  fact  that  nonresistance  eventually  becomes 
not  merely  a  physical  matter  but  one  of  social 
status;  we  do  not  want  to  be  thought  meanly  of. 

But  this  otherwise  praiseworthy  method  is  lim- 
ited by  one  form  of  application.  It  may  still  be 
done  selfishly  in  order  to  show  up  how  mean  and 
low  the  other  person  is.  It  may  degenerate  into 
smug  superiority  in  which  one  antagonizes  more 
people  than  he  wins  to  the  cause,  for  no  one  par- 
ticularly cares  to  have  his  inadequacies  constantly 
flaunted  by  another  who  rates  himself  as  superior. 
It  is  like  one  displaying  his  virtues,  not  for  their 
own  sake,  but  to  show  up  the  weakness  of  another. 

The  third  method,  which  includes  parts  of  the 
others,  is  to  attempt  neither  to  crush  one's  op- 
ponent socially  or  physically,  nor  yet  to  show  him 
up  in  an  unfavorable  light  in  comparison  to  one's 
self.  Rather  it  is  an  attempt  to  comprehend  the 
tendencies  which  find  expression  in  and  through 
this  particular  person  and  to  deal  with  that  per- 
son   sympathetically    and    in    an    understanding 


manner.  Its  chief  handicap  is  that  it  takes  so  long 
and  requires  so  much  insight,  but  it  is  the  area 
inside  of  which  a  permanent  program  of  non- 
resistance  operates.  If  we  "get  even"  by  means  of 
war  or  other  social  methods  we  usually  add  an 
extra  "carrying  charge"  which,  in  turn,  upsets  the 
balance.  But  if  we  can  comprehend  the  factors 
which  induced  opponents  to  be  led  into  the  con- 
flict, national  or  local,  we  can  understand  what 
their  motives  were  and  that  which  caused  them 
to  act.  We  then  have  the  basis  for  dissolving  the 
issue.  This  is  no  Utopian  dream.  The  problem  is 
not  completely  solved;  and  yet  we  do  have  an  ap- 
proach which  moves  in  the  direction  of  a  solution, 
a  thing  we  do  not  have  in  the  first  method,  but 
may  have  in  the  second  if  we  apply  it  as  Christ 
did.  Christ's  method  of  doing  good  for  evil  was 
not  doing  the  good  which  contrasted  with  the  evil 
which  the  other  person  did.  Rather  it  was  doing 
the  good  which  the  other  had  need  of  having  done 
to  him,  for  his  sake.  Hence  the  need  for  under- 
standing the  other  person. 

In  such  a  program  we  become  aware  of  common 
elements  in  all  humans.  We  seek  the  cause  of 
criminal  acts  rather  than  condemn  the  criminal  as 
such.  It  has  been  found  that  men  and  women 
commit  crimes  for  food,  shelter  and  other  ap- 
proved aims — motives  which  drive  others  by 
more  legitimate  means  to  work  in  factories,  shops 
and  farms.  Less  than  one  hundred  years  ago  we 
treated  insane  people  as  if  they  were  criminals, 
or  until  we  understood  their  mental  condition 
which  made  them  behave  thus.  Before  we  can 
love  our  enemies  we  must  understand  the  aims 
and  purposes  which  operate  inside  their  lives.  In 
fact,  it  is  doubtful  that  we  ever  love  anyone  inside 
whose  life  we  do  not  come  to  find  some  familiar 
warmth  of  identification.  We  must  get  outside 
our  own  aims  and  desires  long  enough  to  under- 
stand another  sympathetically.  Thus  nonresist- 
ance is  not  submission  to  evil,  but  comprehension 
and  control  of  it. 

The  doctrine  of  nonresistance  does  not  sustain 
the  unresisting  sufferer.  One  may  develop  mar- 
tyrdom complexes  by  laying  stress  on  the  burdens 
he  has  endured.  Rather,  nonresistance  sets  one 
more  firmly  in  the  esteem  of  the  other  by  calling 
him  to  a  level  of  competition  which  draws  on  a 
higher  type  of  manhood,  thus  revealing  within 
himself  powers  which  he  had  little  suspected. 
Further,  instead  of  depreciating  the  other  person, 
crushing  his  self-respect  and  thus  laying  him  open 
to  the  temptations  which  arise  in  a  moment  of  dis- 
couragement, it  challenges  him  to  rise  to  meet  a 
nobler  type  of  manhood.  In  that  moment  it  seeks 
to  comprehend  the  motivations  of  the  other  per- 
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son  and  to  shape  these  into  socially  acceptable 
channels.  Basically,  all  nonresistance  is  a  flanking 
method  of  resistance,  in  which  one  delays  overt 
response  long  enough  to  understand  and  solve  the 
cause  of  the  other's  activity.  It  is  not  a  method  of 
destruction,  nor  of  belittling  others;  but  it  is  a 
method  of  saving  them.  However,  it  takes  pa- 
tience, character,  insight  and  courage. 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


into  the  temple  where  he  praised  God  with  a  heart 
that  was  overflowing  with  gratitude  for  that 
which  he  had  received. 

McPherson,  Kansas. 


What?    Nothing  to  Give? 

BY  OLIVER  H.  AUSTIN 

One  day  years  ago  a  couple  of  men,  Peter  and 
John,  were  on  their  way  to  the  place  of  prayer. 
Along  the  way  and  near  the  gate  called  Beautiful 
there  was  a  lone,  lame  man  asking  and  longing 
for  help.  This  unfortunate  man,  with  his  eyes 
centered  upon  these  two  disciples  and  with  trem- 
bling voice,  asked  an  alms.  Peter  replied,  "Silver 
and  gold  have  I  none;  but  such  as  I  have  give  I 
thee:  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  rise 
up  and  walk." 

How  often  today  we  are  met  with  a  similar 
situation  and  we  think  we  have  nothing  to  give 
because  we  are  without  money.  And  yet  with 
Peter,  we  have  at  our  command  more  to  give  than 
is  asked.  If  we  ask  of  God  we  always  receive  more 
than  we  ask.  Here  was  healing  for  this  man,  a 
gift  worth  far  more  than  silver  and  gold.  We 
are  recipients  of  the  riches  of  his  grace.  Because 
of  this  we  should  be  able  to  express  sympathy  and 
give  a  word  of  encouragement.  We  have  health, 
friendship,  love,  rich  experience  and  nothing  to 
give.  We  must  not  say  that,  but  rather,  "Such  as 
I  have  give  I  unto  thee." 

One  of  the  worst  perils  that  threatens  this  land 
of  ours  today  is  the  lost  art  of  courage  and  will- 
ingness to  try  again.  We  are  never  defeated  until 
we  have  allowed  it  to  be  so.  There  is  no  disgrace 
in  falling  down;  the  disgrace  comes  when  we  are 
unwilling  to  get  up.  What  difference  would  it 
have  made  in  Christianity  if  Jesus  would  have 
refused  to  have  gotten  up  and  pressed  forward 
the  first  time  he  fell  beneath  the  weight  of  the 
cross?  It  was  his  courage  in  trying  to  get  up  that 
induced  another  man  to  carry  the  cross  for  him. 

Peter  did  not  say  to  this  man,  "Stay  here  until 
you  are  sure  you  are  healed  and  then  see  if  you 
■can  walk."  But  he  did  say,  "In  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Nazareth,  get  up  and  walk.  I  will  lend 
you  a  little  assistance.  Here  is  my  hand;  now  up!" 
For  the  record  says,  "And  he  took  him  by  the  right 
hand  and  lifted  him  up;  and  immediately  his  feet 
and  ankle  bones  received  strength."     He  walked 


Democracy  for  Whom? 

BY   PAUL   F.    BECHTOLD 

What  we  humans  often  seem  to  really  want  is 
democracy  for  ourselves,  but  dictatorship  (in  some 
degree  at  least)  for  others.  Our  freedom  we  con- 
sider wise  and  ennobling;  that  of  the  other  fellow 
dangerous  and  demoralizing. 

For  example,  President  Wilson's  fine  idealism 
went  awry  at  Versailles  partially  for  the  reason 
that  democratic  freedom  (for  which  supposedly 
the  first  World  War  had  been  fought)  was  de- 
sirable for  the  allies  but  not  for  Germans.  The 
policy  of  suppression  which  followed  was  short- 
sighted. It  was  like  trying  to  hold  an  inflated 
balloon  under  water. 

Whenever  we  try  to  suppress  anybody,  we  may 
expect  a  rebound. 

Injustices  tend  to  adjust  themselves  in  time. 
For  centuries  women  were  virtually  slaves;  today 
they  own  over  two  thirds  of  the  wealth  of  our 
country  and  sometimes  outdo  the  men  at  seizing 
and  wielding  power.  Jews  were  repressed  in  ev- 
ery country,  but  they  stooped  to  conquer  and  are 
now  dominant  in  business  circles.  Youth  was  to 
be  seen  and  not  heard,  but  today  their  orators  are 
heard  on  every  hand  and  they  furnish  the  nucleus 
for  reforms  and  revolutions.  Age  was  neglected, 
sometimes  even  left  by  the  side  of  the  trail  to  per- 
ish; now  movements  to  provide  security  for  the 
aged  loom  large  on  the  political  horizon. 

Men  are  too  prone  to  invent  Procrustean-bed 
patterns  into  which  to  fit  someone  else.  We  often 
even  get  a  self-righteous  emotional  thrill  when 
others  seem  too  long  or  too  short  for  them;  when 
we,  by  comparison,  may  sit  serenely  on  a  pedestal 
and  point  out  the  errors  of  Negroes,  Germans, 
Russians,  Italians,  Jews,  husbands,  wives,  parents, 
children,  rich,  poor,  etc. 

"Love  is  not  glad  when  others  go  wrong,"  Dr. 
Goodspeed  translated  a  famous  passage  from  St. 
Paul;  but  we  sometimes  take  a  secret  delight  in 
posing  as  better  than  some  other  person  or  class. 
We  should  desire  freedom  for  others  as  much  as 
for  ourselves. 

The  springs  of  democracy  are  hidden  deeply  in 
human  nature.  While  theologians  have  often 
overemphasized  the  point,  in  this  day  of  social 
inventions  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remind  our- 
selves that   reconstruction   of  personality   is  the 
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sine  qua  non  of  advance  toward  the  cherished  goal 
of  democracy.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  of  truth  shall 
make  us  free,  and  with  this  freedom  we  shall  be 
"free  indeed." 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Man  Power  Versus  Horse  Power 

BY  ROY  P.   HYLTON 

Horse  power  is  measured  in  terms  of  specific 
formulae.  It  means  power  to  lift  a  definite  weight 
a  required  number  of  feet  in  a  specified  interval 
of  time.  We  are  victims  of  an  age  that  prides  it- 
self on  high  compression  cylinders,  streamline  de- 
signing and  the  ultimate  in  industrial  efficiency 
through  speed  and  the  co-ordination  of  mechan- 
ical forces  with  regimented  human  ingenuity.  We 
are  unwittingly  victimized  by  the  complexities  of 
this  dying  epoch,  not  because  of  the  inherent  evil- 
ness  of  the  days  but,  primarily,  because  of  our  in- 
ability to  make  the  necessary  adjustments  and  re- 
adjustments as  civilization  is  swept  forward  at 
such  an  accelerated  tempo. 

Those  who  bear  the  scepter  of  delegated  au- 
thority, not  unlike  those  whose  authority  has  been 
assumed,  resort  to  mobilization  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  authority.  In  an  impassioned  moment  of 
intoxication,  through  unprecedented  circum- 
stances, this  power  is  prostituted  in  the  wholesale 
conscription  of  the  national  forces,  both  material 
and  human,  in  the  hope  thus  to  be  able  to  stem 
the  angry,  swirling  tide  and  bring  about  adjust- 
ment through  coercive  measures. 

Mobilization  of  man  power  among  a  free  and 
independent  people  marks  the  transition  of  an  age 
that  is  glamorous  for  its  romance  and  revered  for 
its  glorified  irresponsibility.  Whatever  political 
forms  are  to  shape  the  future  destiny  of  nations 
and  of  peoples,  one  thing  becomes  obvious  to  all 
who  think  understandingly:  and  that  is,  that 
manhood  is  faced  today  with  a  supreme  challenge. 

The  engines  of  destruction  which  grind  and 
mangle  flesh  and  bone  into  gruesome  horror  and 
blast  both  nerve  and  sinew  into  hideous  inhu- 
manity are  evaluated  in  terms  of  horse  power. 
The  modern  industrial  age  has  been  geared  to  a 
power  plant  that  derives  its  energy  from  a  ma- 
terial source  which  lends  itself  to  the  impassioned 
impulses  of  an  inflamed  imagination.  Greed,  self- 
ishness and  intolerance  have  exerted  a  century- 
long,  disintegrating  influence  at  the  foundation  of 
civilization  until  the  entire  structure  quakes  and 
totters,  preliminary  to  its  plunge  into  chaotic  ob- 
scurity. 

Analytical  minds  do  well  to  attempt  the  isola- 
tion of  the  underlying  causes  of  this  impending 


catastrophe.  The  first  and  most  obvious  of  these 
causes  is  the  failure  of  twentieth  century  man 
power  to  keep  pace  with  its  industrial  and  me- 
chanical horse  power.  A  modern  technological 
blueprint  in  the  hands  of  medieval  understanding 
is  like  the  combined  deadliness  of  dynamite,  poi- 
son gas  and  incendiary  bombs  in  the  possession 
of  school  children.  The  inconsistency  of  an  age  of 
mechanical  perfection  without  perfect  understand- 
ing is  grotesque. 

In  the  church  we  are  confronted  with  condi- 
tions similarly  incompatible.  We  have  at  our 
command  a  superficial  knowledge  of  infinite 
power  of  Spirit,  yet  are  shockingly  limited  in 
practical  understanding  of  its  implied  truth. 
Should  we  have  the  courage  to  trace  the  analogy 
to  its  inevitable  conclusion,  an  even  greater  shock 
awaits  us.  But  the  clash  of  truth  against  the 
encrusted  armor  of  falsehood  should  be  music  to 
the  ears  in  which  dins  the  enervating  clash  and 
concussion  of  material  force  against  material 
force,  under  the  guidance  of  a  false  philosophy 
and  of  misunderstanding. 

Mobilization  of  the  man  power  of  the  church  is 
the  immediate  challenge  of  men's  work.  It  is  not 
a  mobilization  for  superficial  tasks,  nor  for  a  per- 
functory service,  but  the  conscription  of  the  stal- 
wart and  dynamic  potentialities  of  present-day 
manhood,  motivated  by  the  divine  urge  to  master 
the  forces  that  are  driving  the  race  headlong  into 
chaotic  and  abysmal  disintegration.  It  is  not  con- 
scription of  physical  forces  but  of  intellect,  under- 
standing and  faith  to  remove  mountainous  ob- 
structions to  human  progress  and  universal  broth- 
erhood. It  is,  in  a  word,  the  declaration  of  holy 
warfare,  of  the  combined  forces  of  enlightened 
understanding  against  the  baffling  forces  of  an 
age  that  is  hamstrung  by  glaring  inconsistencies. 

What  is  more  inconsistent  than  a  civilized  world 
deliberately  undermining  its  economic,  social, 
moral  and  spiritual  foundations  by  indiscriminate 
exploitation  of  physical  forces  or  the  prodigal 
waste  of  natural  and  spiritual  resources?  Or  a 
world  that  is  infinite  in  possibilities  for  the 
achievement  of  social  and  spiritual  idealism,  yet 
allowing  its  political  units  to  fly  at  each  other's 
throats  in  deadly  combat  because  the  desires  of  a 
greedy,  lustful  and  insanely  intemperate  nature 
have  been  frustrated! 

Think  of  an  age  in  which  science  offers  every 
means,  method  and  device  for  the  alleviation  of 
suffering  and  want  and  the  banishment  of  mis- 
understanding, but  which  turns  the  power  of  these 
forces  upon  unsuspecting  humanity  for  its  demor- 
alization, disfranchisement  and  ultimate  annihila- 
tion! 
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Ponder  in  shame  the  policy  of  a  democracy 
which  withholds  the  civilizing  influence  of  its  vast 
resources  for  the  universal  brotherhood  of  under- 
standing and  conscripts  the  flower  of  its  citizenry 
in  times  of  peace  and  squanders  its  tangible 
wealth  by  scores  of  billions  for  those  illusive  as- 
sets which  by  their  nature  become  the  most  sin- 
ister liabilities.  Consider  that  nation  as  having 
unlimited  potentialities  while  ten  millions  of  its 
citizens  are  unemployed  and  fifty  millions  living 
below  the  level  of  the  essential  necessities,  yet  at 
the  same  time  its  immeasurable  wealth  of  natural 
resources  is  prostituted,  confiscated  and  criminal- 
ly diverted  into  channels  of  selfish  interest. 

I  ask  you  in  all  sincerity  to  consider  the  spirit 
of  brotherhood  in  this  environment  as  merely 
rendering  a  lip  service  when  the  occasion  de- 
mands a  heroic  sacrifice  and  an  uncompromising 
fidelity  to  the  sacred  cause  of  social  and  spiritual 
progress.  Are  we  ready  to  meet  the  challenge  of 
the  ideal  of  universal  brotherhood  in  an  age  of 
such  gross  inconsistencies? 

When  the  world  has  sunk  into  the  jungle  and 
the  flower  of  civilization  has  suffered  defilement 
until  true  virtue  no  longer  is  held  at  a  premium; 
when  the  crunching  wheels  of  an  insane  debauch 
have  robbed  this  world  of  its  gain  of  centuries,  we 
cannot  be  too  sure  but  that  at  our  own  doorstep 
is  to  be  found  the  stench  of  inertia,  selfishness  and 
intolerance.  Herein  lies  a  grave  responsibility  for 
every  last  man  of  us. 

I  should  like  to  draw  aside  the  curtain  while  we 
are  being  subjected  to  this  humiliation,  and  un- 
veil another  phase  of  this  inconsistency.  I  think 
I  should  designate  this  picture  The  Cry  of  the 
Babies.  When  the  human  heart  can  no  longer  be 
touched  or  the  conscience  be  quickened  by  the 
cry  of  a  baby  that  echoes  around  the  world,  then 
it  may  truly  be  said  the  milk  of  human  kindness 
has  dried  up  and  the  heart  of  humanity  has  grown 
stony  and  cold. 

Across  the  horizon  of  a  panic-stricken  world 
there  settles  a  haze  of  thickening  darkness.  Out 
of  that  pall  of  threatening  conflagration  comes  the 
flash  of  exploding  bombs  and  the  tremulous  re- 
verberations like  peals  of  thunder.  It  is  war, 
devastating,  demoralizing  and  debauching. 

Above  the  roar  of  multi-cylindered  engines  and 
the  concussion  of  mechanical  annihilation  comes, 
in  pathetic  crescendo,  the  helpless  and  plaintive 
cry  of  the  babies — from  England,  France,  Italy, 
Germany,  China  and  Japan.  From  Scandinavia 
to  Gibraltar,  from  the  British  Isles  to  the  Japa- 
nese archipelago  comes  the  pitiful  wail  of  this 
helpless  infantile  army,  like  the  nocturnal  ban- 
shee making  weird  the  night  and  the  day  alike. 


There  are  the  plaintive  cry  of  the  hungry,  the  un- 
dernourished; the  wail  of  the  frightened  and  de- 
serted; the  shriek  of  the  maimed  and  emaciated. 
The  smothered  sob  of  the  little,  unattended  and 
broken  forms  is  heard  among  the  ruins.  They 
have  been  torn  from  crucified  mothers'  arms  as 
the  bursting  shells  make  hideous  the  ghoulish 
night,  and  are  left  moaning  and  whimpering  in 
the  wake  of  a  destruction  unspeakably  nauseating. 

Yes,  this  is  modern  war — total  war.  These  are 
the  pawns  of  a  depraved  and  benighted  civilization. 
Babies  and  war!  Oh,  God,  what  can  be  the  pay- 
off? How  can  two  more  diverse  concepts  of  men's 
mentality  be  thus  associated  in  the  conflicting 
passions  of  a  race  that  is  divine  in  its  deviltry? 
What  vicious  complex  of  the  war-maker's  emo- 
tional urge  could  be  responsible  for  such  incon- 
sistency? What  boon  is  there,  what  compensa- 
tion for  the  man  or  the  nation  which  sets  in  motion 
the  forces  which  paralyze  the  highest  sensibilities 
of  mankind  and  make  of  human  beings  mere 
robots  in  the  greedy  clutches  of  grinning  death? 

The  cry  of  the  babies  grows  more  imminent. 
This  materialistic  age  must  bow  in  shame  as  rea- 
son revolts  against  such  cosmic  insult  and  man- 
kind must,  no  doubt,  again  suffer  annihilation  un- 
til that  day  comes  when  the  spirit  of  goodwill  and 
brotherhood  becomes  a  vital  factor  in  all  human 
affairs. 

The  way  is  clear;  the  path  well  marked  out.  We 
must  accomplish  the  evolution  of  brotherhood  in 
this  world  of  shocking  inconsistencies.  Not  in 
name  only,  but  in  unimpeachable  reality.  Out  of 
this  strife  must  come  harmony.  From  the  chaos 
of  this  materiality  must  be  evolved  the  true  spir- 
ituality. The  horse  power  of  this  potential  age 
must  be  subjugated  by  the  man  power  of  the  new 
era  for  the  sake  of  childhood,  womanhood  and 
manhood. 

In  the  inevitable  dissolution  of  this  passing  pa- 
rade of  injustice  and  insanity,  there  must  arise  a 
new  appeal  of  aims  and  purposes  worthy  of  domi- 
nance. This  is  the  challenge  to  manhood.  Here 
lies  the  basic  hope  for  effective  brotherhood. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


During  the  Present  World  Crisis 

BY  CHARLES  R.   OBERLIN 

We  need  to  think  soberly  and  act  wisely. 

We  need  to  have  our  lives  anchored  to  the  Rock 
of  Ages. 

We  need  to  get  a  new  grip  on  the  truth  which 
is  revealed  only  by  a  careful,  prayerful,  and  sin- 
cere study  of  God's  Word. 

We  need  to  seek  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it so  that  we  may  have  poise. 
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We  need  the  influence  of  the  public  worship 
service  together  with  that  of  private  devotions, 
in  order  that  we  may  have  fortitude,  if  our  lives 
and  faith  are  endangered. 

We  need  to  put  first  things  first,  not  allowing 
a  single  interest  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  our 
church  privileges. 

We  need  to  place  our  lives  anew  upon  the  altar 
of  sacrificial  service  in  order  that  the  basic  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  religion  may  be  exempli- 
fied in  us,  because  of  the  assault  upon  the  church 
and  the  things  for  which  it  stands. 

We  need  to  be  desperately  in  earnest  in  our  ef- 
forts to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  take  the  world 
for  Christ.    This  is  no  time  for  frivolity. 

Peru,  Ind. 


God's  Building 

BY  D.  O.   COTTRELL 

There  are  many  figures  of  speech  in  the  Bible. 
Some  of  these  are  used  so  often  by  most  of  us  that 
we  never  think  of  them  as  being  literal.  Jesus  is 
"the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,"  the  "bright  and 
morning  Star,"  "the  Lily  of  the  Valley."  In  an 
early  age,  Jacob  spoke  of  the  Shepherd,  the  Stone 
of  Israel.  "We  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of 
his  pasture"  (Psa.  100:  3).  The  Shepherd  Psalm 
develops  the  shepherd  idea  graciously.  And  it 
is  carried  forward  into  the  New  Testament  by  Je- 
sus, who  declares  he  is  the  Good  Shepherd.  He- 
brews tells  of  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep. 
Jesus  told  Peter  to  feed  the  sheep  and  the  lambs. 
Later  in  his  epistle  Peter  admonishes  the  elders 
to  feed  the  flock  of  God,  and  await  their  reward 
when  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall  appear.  Thus  the 
figure  of  the  sheep  and  the  shepherd  is  projected 
into  the  future  life,  though  for  the  most  part  it  is 
limited  to  this  life.  The  life  and  experiences  of 
the  sheep  and  the  shepherd  are  so  real  and  so  fit- 
ting that  for  this  life  there  is  no  better  figure  of 
speech,  and  none  more  frequently  used  or  more 
largely  developed. 

Another  figure  frequently  used  is  that  of  the 
vineyard.  Israel  is  an  unfruitful  vine,  or  brings 
forth  wild  grapes,  and  her  leaders  are  untrue  to 
their  trust  as  stewards  of  the  vineyard.  In  his 
last  evening  with  the  disciples  Jesus  said,  "I  am 
the  vine,  ye  are  the  branches,"  emphasizing  the  in- 
timate and  vital  relationship  between  them.  This 
figure  is  combined  with  another  in  1  Cor.  3:  9, 
"Ye  are  God's  husbandry,  ye  are  God's  building." 
For  some  reason  the  building  idea  has  not  taken 
hold  of  our  everyday  thought  and  speech  to  any 
great  extent.  Consider  the  prominence  it  has  in 
the  Scriptures,  and  might  have  in  our  thinking. 

In  the  times  when  God's  people  lived  in  tents 


and  caverns  and  their  living  was  by  moving  about 
to  find  pasture  for  their  flocks,  their  speech  would 
not  have  much  to  do  with  buildings.  Such  fig- 
ures would  enter  their  thoughts  and  language  on- 
ly when  they  became  settled  dwellers,  and  we  do 
not  find  them  common  until  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 1  Peter  1:  5  gives  this  figure  in  its  simplest 
elements:  "Ye  also,  as  lively  stones,  are  built  up 
a  spiritual  house."  These  lively  stones  are  living 
persons,  not  inanimate  matter.  And  this  same 
sentence  conveys  the  social  significance  of  fellow- 
ship, for  we  exist  not  as  separate  stones,  but  are 
united  into  a  building.  Here  egotism  and  indi- 
vidual importance  are  out;  it  is  the  structure  that 
dominates.  After  Peter  had  made  his  great  con- 
fession, Jesus  followed  it  up  by  stating,  "I  will 
build  my  church,"  which  is  the  building  to  which 
Peter  refers  in  his  epistle,  each  saint  a  building 
stone.  We  are  encouraged  to  engage  in  the  build- 
ing industry,  "building  up  yourselves  on  your 
most  holy  faith"  (Jude  20) . 

In  a  building  there  is  much  room  for  specializa- 
tion and  diversity,  and  the  richness  of  this  field  far 
surpasses  that  of  the  sheep  and  the  shepherd,  or  of 
the  vine  and  the  branches.  In  fact,  there  seems  to 
be  no  limit  to  development  here,  either  in  variety 
or  in  time,  for  it  is  carried  over  in  greater  fullness 
in  eternity.  The  Bible  does  not  recognize  orders 
and  ranks  among  sheep,  or  specify  major  vines 
and  supervines.  But  it  does  speak  of  differences 
in  type  and  purpose  of  building  stones.  The  third 
chapter  of  First  Corinthians  is  rich  in  its  refer- 
ences. First,  there  is  the  foundation.  "Other 
foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ"  (verse  11) .  This  we  often  quote, 
and  it  is  well  that  we  remember  its  significance. 
This  foundation  exists  to  carry  the  building  super- 
imposed upon  it,  God's  building,  and  "ye  are  the 
temple  of  God"  (verse  16) .  In  the  shepherd  age 
God's  building  was  a  tabernacle;  in  the  kingdom 
age  it  was  a  temple.  In  all  ages,  it  is  where  God 
is  supposed  to  dwell,  where  man  may  always  find 
and  meet  with  him.  With  us  he  does  not  dwell  in 
temples  made  with  hands,  but  in  us,  his  temple, 
for  "the  spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you"  (verse  16) . 
Lack  of  reverence  and  respect  for  a  temple  is  held 
in  universal  contempt,  and  we  as  his  building  are 
no  exception.  "If  any  man  defile  the  temple  of 
God,  him  will  God  destroy"  (verse  17).  There  is 
no  room  here  for  besmirching  or  defaming  our 
fellow  servants,  for  in  so  doing  we  but  bring  re- 
proach upon  the  temple  in  which  God  dwells, 
"which  temple  ye  are"   (verse  17). 

There  is  variety  in  the  figure  used  for  the  foun- 
dation. We  have  seen  that  it  speaks  of  Christ  as 
the  foundation,  and  saints  as  the  building  stones. 
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But  great  pioneers  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  are  al- 
so designated  as  the  foundation.  And  these  pio- 
neers are  not  limited  in  time  to  the  church  age. 
For  we  are  "built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apos- 
tles and  prophets."  In  this  sense  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  thinking  of  Peter,  but  not  him  more 
than  the  others,  as  being  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  church  is  build.  But  the  real  pioneers 
were  the  prophets,  and  they  are  such  a  secure  foun- 
dation that  even  now  our  hope  and  assurance  may 
rest  on  their  messages  from  God.  If  we  follow 
this  figure  for  the  foundation,  then  Jesus  appears 
as  the  chief  cornerstone,  the  stone  of  honor  and 
the  one  that  binds  the  building  together.  The 
summary  in  Eph.  2:  20-22  is  well  worth  reading  in 
its  entirety.  "Built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being 
the  chief  corner  stone;  in  whom  all  the  building 
fitly  framed  together,  groweth  into  an  holy  tem- 
ple of  the  Lord:  in  whom  ye  also  are  builded  to- 
gether, for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the 
Spirit." 

And  there  is  further  richness  in  the  language  of 
the  builder  in  stone  in  one  of  the  earlier  discourses 
of  Jesus.  In  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  he  says, 
"Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  that  is  set 
upon  a  hill  cannot  be  hid"  (Matt.  5:  14).  Note 
now  the  second  statement.  The  greater  organiza- 
tion and  interdependence  required  of  the  indi- 
vidual building  stones  in  order  to  make  a  building 
may  be  carried  very  much  farther  if  we  take 
enough  buildings  to  make  a  city.  Jesus  does  not 
develop  this  idea  here,  but  it  is  developed  by  John 
in  Revelation,  where  it  is  carried  over  into  the 
future  life  for  its  completion.  Yet,  strange  as  it 
seems,  with  all  the  ingenuity  and  scholarship  ex- 
pended in  the  interpretation  of  John's  vision  of 
the  future,  little  seems  to  be  made  of  this  fea- 
ture. Many  and  diverse  are  the  theories  and 
speculations  advanced,  and  charts  and  books  are 
legion,  from  the  interpretations  supposedly  based 
on  the  great  pyramid,  but  I  have  never  heard 
anyone  follow  out  the  building  code  of  the  New 
Testament  from  the  building  of  the  church  as  his 
temple  in  our  time,  to  the  building  of  the  new  Je- 
rusalem. Instead,  the  latter  is  treated  as  an  en- 
tirely separate  matter,  and  made  the  basis  of 
some  rather  peculiar  deductions  and  teachings  at 
time;;.  There  is  much  we  do  not  know,  but  such 
as  the  Bible  does  give  should  have  a  fair  and  rea- 
sonable place  in  our  thinking  and  sermons. 

In  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  Revelation  there 
are  a  number  of  references  using  the  language  of 
the  builder.  Always  Jerusalem  is  the  royal  city, 
and  now  the  new  Jerusalem  is  the  city  of  the 
Great  King.    Here  again  appear  the  names  of  the 


apostles;  this  time  their  names  are  written  on  the 
twelve  foundations  of  the  city  walls  (verse  14). 
The  city  has  twelve  gates,  named  for  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel  (verse  12).  In  the  epistles  the 
church  is  referred  to  as  the  temple,  but  in  the  new 
Jerusalem  the  temple  is  no  longer  in  evidence 
(verse  22).  The  conquest  and  redemption  of  all 
creation  is  complete.  Jesus  not  only  has  all  power, 
but  has  come  into  his  own  as  King  of  kings  and 
Lord  of  lords.  And  with  this  completion  of  his 
redemptive  work  he  has  turned  all  things  over  to 
the  Father.  He  reigned  till  he  had  put  all  enemies 
under  his  feet.  Now  God  the  Father  himself  ap- 
pears. "He  that  sat  upon  the  throne  said,  Behold, 
I  make  all  things  new"  (verse  5).  We  may  look 
for  profound  changes.  Instead  of  the  church,  fig- 
ured as  a  spiritual  building,  a  temple,  we  have  an 
entire  city,  embracing  the  saints  of  all  ages,  pre- 
pared as  a  bride  for  her  husband  (verse  2) .  And 
instead  of  speaking  in  the  smaller  terms  of  build- 
ing stones  and  a  cornerstone  and  a  foundation, 
which  belong  to  a  single  structure,  we  read  of  the 
more  inclusive  terms  belonging  to  a  city;  there  are 
streets  and  gates  and  walls  and  a  unified  lighting 
system  (verse  23).  Building  materials  include 
metals  and  jewels  and  paving  materials.  There 
is  still  an  echo  of  our  dearest  figures  of  speech; 
we  sing  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  a  hint  of  the  ear- 
lier shepherd  figure.  But  the  shepherd  has  little 
place  in  the  life  of  a  great  city;  instead,  the  artisan 
and  the  architect  have  come  into  their  own,  and 
work  in  stone  and  metal,  in  jewels  and  gold.  And 
there  are  building  codes  and  ordinances.  The  city 
lies  foursquare.  There  is  nothing  irregular  there, 
no  crooked  streets  and  dark  alleys.  The  city  reg- 
ister is  complete.  Every  inhabitant  has  his  name 
written  down  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life;  you  will 
find  the  names  of  no  gangsters  and  sinners  there. 
And  in  the  list  of  allowable  building  materials  you 
will  not  find  wood,  hay  or  stubble  included.  The 
food  and  drinking  water  are  thoroughly  protected; 
the  health  ordinances  are  perfect.  Nothing  that 
defiles  ever  enters  there.  The  city  gates  are  open 
wide,  wide  enough  that  no  sinner  need  ever  be 
kept  out,  but  no  sins  and  no  abominations  ever 
get  through  the  quarantine  lines.  And  then  there 
is  something  else,  and  this  we  so  often  forget.  Our 
cities  are  counted  great,  some  of  them,  but  none 
of  them  would  claim  our  interest  if  it  were  not  for 
their  inhabitants.  No  land  is  interesting  but  for 
its  people.  And  much  more  is  that  true  of  the  new 
Jerusalem,  for  if  we  look  into  the  figure  closely, 
we  shall  see  that  as  the  temple  of  the  church  age 
is  spiritual,  not  material,  and  as  the  stones  in  it 
are  not  rock  but  living  spirits,  so  this  new  Jeru- 
salem is  not  a  material  city,  but  a  spiritual  one;  it 
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is  adorned  as  a  bride.  The  holy  city  is  not  a  place 
where  we  shall  dwell,  along  with  all  other  saints, 
but  it  is  nonexistent  apart  from  its  inhabitants. 
Jesus  borrowed  in  advance  from  the  language 
used  by  John,  and  said  we  are  a  city  upon  a  hill. 
But  how  small  a  city  compared  with  that  final  and 
eternal  city?  Here  we  are  the  light  of  the  world, 
feebly  reflecting  the  light  of  that  abode.  Here  we 
joy  in  the  service  of  Jesus;  there  that  joy  shall  be 
so  exclusive  that  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away. 
Here  we  sorrow,  but  all  too  little  it  may  often  be, 
for  sin,  but  there  sin  shall  be  barred.  Here  we 
speak  of  being  a  part  of  the  spiritual  temple,  but 
there  we  shall  see  the  culmination  of  all  the  ages, 
the  abode  of  the  blessed. 
Belief ontaine,  Ohio. 


Losing  Face 

BY    MARY   POLK    ELLENBERGER 

We  are  told  that  in  China  there  is  no  more  heart- 
breaking despair  than  that  which  comes  from 
losing  face.  No  struggle  is  too  hard,  no  sacrifice 
too  great  to  prevent  that  catastrophe. 

According  to  authoritative  statistics  there  was 
only  one  case  of  juvenile  delinquency  reported  in 
eight  years  among  the  children  of  New  York's 
Chinatown.  Chinese  leaders  were  interviewed 
and  gave  as  the  reasons  that  the  most  severe  pun- 
ishment for  a  Chinese  is  to  lose  face,  and  the  child 
is  taught  reverence  for  parents  and  all  others  in 
authority  over  him.  Such  was  the  simple  but 
clear  explanation. 

This  brings  us  right  back  to  the  hidden  springs 
of  the  home,  to  the  divine  law.  There  the  em- 
phasis is  upon  reverence  for  God,  honor  and  obe- 
dience to  parents,  and  upon  respect  for  and  love 
of  home.  And  home  is  presented  as  the  sacred 
place  where  the  first  and  all-important  years  of 
the  unfolding  life  are  spent — those  golden  pre- 
school years  when  the  little  bodies,  minds  and 
souls  are  either  developed  for  future  usefulness 
or  so  marred  that  they  become  unserviceable 
vessels. 

In  that  short  space  of  time  the  normal  child  un- 
der favorable  conditions  accomplishes  more  than 
the  average  adult  achieves  in  a  decade.  He  learns 
to  understand  and  speak  a  language,  to  distinguish 
sounds — music  from  noise — and  tell  beauty  from 
ugliness.  He  learns  in  a  limited  sense  to  love 
God  and  to  obey  the  rules  of  the  home.  He  finds 
out  about  the  penalty  of  disobedience  as  well  as 
the  pleasure  of  deserved  praise.  He  learns  the 
proper  use  and  control  of  his  bodily  functions,  the 
rule  of  mine  and  thine,  comes  to  distinguish  good 
manners  from  bad.    One  cannot  possibly  enumer- 


ate the  many  things  a  child  must  learn  in  his 
earliest  years  if  under  the  proper  influence,  and 
if  he  is  to  become  a  happy,  normal  and  admirable 
child  when  school  days  open  a  new  and  wonderful 
world  to  him. 

But  if  in  that  golden  now,  when  like  a  tight  lit- 
tle rosebud  his  unfolding  begins,  his  fragrance 
is  lost  on  a  home  where  love,  reverence  and  kind- 
ness are  not,  where  simple  and  lovely  courtesies 
are  ignored  as  superfluous,  what  then?  If  in  his 
early  acquirement  of  knowledge  he  fails  to  learn 
obedience,  self-control  or  reverence,  what  of  his 
future?  Without  reverence  for  God,  parents, 
home  or  native  land,  what  have  we  in  the  future 
citizen?  A  child  who  respects  neither  parents, 
teacher  nor  himself,  who  is  a  little  rebel,  is  a 
potential  man  or  woman  into  whose  character 
building  the  basic  principles  have  not  been  in- 
culcated. 

We  have  all  known  parents  who  refused  to  dis- 
cipline their  children  lest  they  mar  their  person- 
alities. They  wanted  them  to  develop  naturally 
— and  they  did  to  the  chagrin  of  the  parents. 

Perhaps  they  had  the  wrong  conception  of  dis- 
cipline, for  it  is  not  always  accomplished  by  the 
rod  or  the  hair  brush,  but  rather  by  right  example 
and  patient  teaching.  With  this  must  go  a  kind 
but  firm  stand  for  the  right  at  all  times  where 
principle  is  involved  whether  in  business  or  plea- 
sure. 

Much  time  is  lost  by  not  having  time  for  the 
children — those  precious  hours  when  they  bask 
in  the  warmth  of  mother's  love;  for  in  the  serene 
atmosphere  of  her  quiet  room  are  the  hours  that 
count.  These  are  the  times  remembered  by  the 
children  in  after  years.  The  world  sorely  needs 
restful  influence.  To  hush  and  quiet  human  hearts 
is  a  task  angels  might  covet. 

The  mother  who  rates  her  housework,  her  dress, 
her  permanent,  fancy  dishes  and  cookery,  and 
her  fashionable  social  obligations  above  the  teach- 
ing, training  and  association  with  her  children  is 
walking  in  a  path  that  leads  to  unspeakable  sorrow 
and  remorse.  Happy  hours  spent  with  father  in 
his  hobby  workshop  or  garden,  in  work  or  play, 
all  stand  out  as  green  lights  in  youthful  days. 
For  as  surely  as  our  greatest  earthly  joys  come 
to  us  through  our  children,  so  may  neglect  bring 
upon  us  our  deepest  woe,  our  most  poignant  grief. 

We  have  long  since  learned  in  this  "land  of  the 
free"  that  true  family  life  is  one  of  the  strongest 
forces  for  national  integrity.  Indeed,  nothing 
can  take  its  place.  And  if  we  are  to  keep  face  and 
continue  to  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
world  peace  for  which  we  are  praying,  it  must  be 
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done  through  our  homes — homes  that  shelter  real 
families  of  intelligent,  well-trained  children. 

There  are  too  many  homes  with  but  one  lonely 
child,  where  if  home  arrangements  and  manage- 
ment were  simplified,  other  children  could  be 
happily  brought  up  with  little  expense.  The 
money  problem  seems  to  be  the  chief  excuse  for 
the  evasion  of  family  responsibilities,  and  for  the 
widespread  and  pernicious  birth  control  propa- 
ganda. What  is  needed  is  self-control;  we  should 
be  glad  to  sacrifice  needless  luxuries  that  our 
nation  may  rejoice  in  "the  flower  of  our  youth." 

We  sometimes  wonder  what  the  representative 
type  of  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America 
will  be  like  fifty  years  from  now.  Looking  back 
over  our  national  history  and  the  annals  of  our 
church  life  we  view  with  pride  and  gratitude  the 
achievements  of  outstanding  characters,  people 
who  led  and  guided  the  thought  life  of  the  masses 
over  strange  and  dangerous  ground  into  safety 
and  security. 

How  thankful  we  should  be  that  the  parents 
of  such  leaders  did  not  will  them  to  obliteration,  to 
nothingness.  Who  are  we  that  we  should  say  that 
God's  plans  for  our  parenthood  should  be  frus- 
trated, our  unborn  children  remain  unborn?  There 
are  too  many  who  do  not  want  children  to  clut- 
ter up  the  house,  or  fill  the  days  with  toil  followed 
by  nights  of  broken  rest.  They  say,  "I  will  not 
submit  to  the  anguish  or  the  bother;  let  the  nation 
and  church  take  care  of  themselves."  But  how 
can  we  stand  before  God  with  that  sin  upon  our 
souls?  This  is  not  a  matter  of  personal  choice; 
it  is  a  grave  interference  with  God's  plans  for  the 
world  of  his  creation;  it  is  tampering  with  his 
divine  rights.  More  than  at  any  time  in  our 
national  history  it  is  the  compelling  duty  of  this 
generation  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  home. 

Marriage,  homebuilding  and  acquiring  a  family 
to  be  reared  and  educated  to  fill  a  place  honor- 
ably in  the  world  is  not  just  for  fun.  There  are 
grave  responsibilities  and  cares,  also  much  sac- 
rifice and  toil  to  be  faced.  There  is  suffering  in- 
volved if  we  are  to  know  that  deeper  joy  and 
happiness,  that  peace  of  mind  and  contentment  of 
spirit  that  is  the  reward  for  duty  well  done. 

There  is  today  a  diminishing  faith  and  spiritual 
influence  that  tends  toward  the  disintegration  of 
the  home.  There  is  little  home  life  in  many  homes. 
The  father  is  absorbed  in  business.  He  is  away 
all  day,  lunching  downtown.  Meanwhile  the 
children  are  at  school,  mother  at  club,  luncheon  or 
matinee.  We  all  have  many  outside  interests,  and 
many  of  them  are,  to  say  the  least,  questionable. 
The  family  circle  has  wide  gaps  in  it  when  the 


shades  of  night  fall  and  the  curtains  are  drawn 
that  once  shut  love  within  and  the  world  without. 
Father  may  be  at  lodge  or  club,  mother  at  bridge, 
the  children  at  the  movies.  The  house  is  closed 
in  a  dark  and  brooding  silence.  The  fire  glow,  the 
magic  circle,  the  merry  laughter,  the  sweet  silence, 
the  interesting  book  being  read  aloud  are  not  there, 
for  no  one  is  at  home. 

This  is  not  meant  to  be  a  wholesale  condemna- 
tion of  modern  life,  but  a  plea  against  the  all  too 
frequent  disruption  of  one  of  the  most  precious 
things  in  life. 

Our  first  duty  to  God  and  man  is  the  preser- 
vation of  the  sacredness  of  our  homes,  the  unity  of 
family  life,  the  careful,  prayerful  training  of  our 
children — these  are  the  important  things  to  be 
guarded  and  treasured  if  our  Christian  nation 
with  its  homes,  churches,  schools,  hospitals,  in- 
stitutions of  mercy  and  great  business  concerns 
is  to  recover  and  sustain  its  shining  prestige  among 
the  great  nations  of  the  world.  These  things  must 
be  preserved  if  its  rare  contributions  to  the  world's 
peace  and  reconstruction  are  to  be  made.  By 
these  must  our  young  be  fortified  if  we  are  to 
keep  face  when  at  last  we  stand  before  our  King. 

Tekamah,  Nebr. 


The  Paradox  of  Liberty 

BY   MORLEY  J.   MAYS 

No  possession  is  receiving  more  attention  in 
these  times  than  the  American  heritage  of  per- 
sonal and  political  freedom.  No  concept  is  more 
liable  to  misunderstanding  at  all  times  than  that 
of  liberty.  As  the  torch  of  freedom  is  snuffed  out 
in  expanding  areas  throughout  the  world,  a  re- 
examination and  a  reassessment  of  its  significance 
seem  to  be  an  especially  profitable  adventure. 
The  exploration  is  doubly  inviting  because  of  an 
intriguing  interpretation  of  the  idea  which  is  em- 
bedded in  the  Epistle  of  James:  "But  he  that 
looketh  into  the  perfect  law,  the  law  of  liberty, 
and  so  continueth,  being  not  a  hearer  that  forget- 
teth  but  a  doer  that  worketh,  this  man  shall  be 
blessed  in  his  doing"  (James  1:  25).  Law  and  lib- 
erty seem  strangely  yoked  together  in  this  text, 
so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  the  statement  may  be 
treated  as  a  paradox.  Like  other  paradoxes,  the 
paradox  of  liberty  can  be  resolved  when  we  fully 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  terms  which, 
united  in  a  single  phrase,  constitute  the  surface 
contradiction. 

We  live  in  a  web  of  laws.  Every  aspect  of  life 
has  its  laws.  There  are  the  laws  of  mechanics,  the 
laws  of  optics,  the  laws  of  thermodynamics,  the 
law  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  the  law  of  supply 
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and  demand,  the  law  of  diminishing  returns,  the 
laws  of  learning,  the  laws  of  poetry,  the  laws  of 
the  state,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum.  But  we  are  ac- 
customed to  think  of  law  as  falling  into  at  least 
three  categories:  physical  or  material  law,  po- 
litical or  social  law,  and  moral  or  ethical  law. 
Perhaps  a  study  of  each  of  them  will  reveal  some- 
thing of  the  nature  of  law. 

It  is  apparent  to  everyone  that  the  physical 
world  is  a  world  of  order.  The  heavenly  bodies 
move  in  ordered  paths  from  which  there  is  not 
the  least  deviation,  and  the  material  substances  of 
earth  follow  patterns  of  change  which  are  so  regu- 
lar that  we  all  can  be  prophets  of  nature.  Gravi- 
ty, for  example,  never  fails  to  operate.  The  col- 
lective observation  of  mankind  has  satisfied  us 
that  this  mysterious  force  acts  constantly  and  con- 
sistently on  tangible  objects,  and  leads  us  to  ex- 
pect that  it  always  will.  Leave  an  object  un- 
suspended  in  mid-air,  and  you  can  be  as  sure  as  it 
is  humanly  possible  to  be  that  it  will  descend  to- 
ward the  earth's  center  of  gravity  at  the  precise 
rate  of  speed  which  we  have  been  able  to  calcu- 
late from  our  observations  in  the  past.  When  two 
chemical  elements  are  merged,  they  will  interact, 
we  feel  sure,  in  exactly  the  same  way  that  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  have  them  do  in  the 
past.  Now  the  law  of  gravitation  or  the  laws  of 
chemical  change  are  simply  our  statements  about 
regular  phenomena.  In  a  sense,  therefore,  the  ac- 
tions of  physical  nature  can  be  said  to  be  reflec- 
tions of  our  minds.  The  laws  do  not  reside  in  the 
things  to  which  they  apply;  you  cannot  see  them 
there.  They  are  abstract  statements  of  our  own 
making  of  what  we  have  known  to  be  true  of  the 
relations  among  things  when  changes  occur.  Once 
scientists  have  verified  by  all  the  means  at  their 
disposal  the  data  with  which  they  are  confronted, 
the  laws  which  they  formulate  as  a  result  cannot 
be  changed,  and  given  the  proper  conditions  we 
may  expect  the  laws  to  operate  with  unerring  pre- 
cision forever  after  from  China  to  Peru. 

Perhaps  we  are  more  familiar  with  the  laws  of 
the  political  or  social  realm.  Although  they  are 
usually  imposed  as  restraints,  the  laws  of  the  state 
are  really  statements  of  what  society  conceives 
to  be  the  proper  relations  among  its  citizens  and 
their  respective  property.  When  men  emerged 
from  the  state  of  nature  and  formed  society,  they 
yielded  up  the  almost  unlimited  rights  which  they 
had  held  as  isolated,  lawless  persons,  and  vested 
the  authority  for  general  protection  in  a  govern- 
ing body  or  individual.  Laws  were  then  made 
outlining  the  relations  which  men  had  to  main- 
tain among  themselves  in  order  to  give  to  each 
the   maximum   security.     We   can   imagine   that, 


once  members  of  a  social  group,  primitive  men 
could  no  longer  kill  game  or  fell  timber  anywhere, 
at  any  time,  or  in  any  quantity  they  wished.  Oth- 
ers had  rights  too  which  had  to  be  respected  in 
order  that  all  might  have  equal  opportunity  and 
some  degree  of  security.  As  society  became  more 
and  more  complicated,  bringing  men  ever  closer 
to  each  other,  laws  kept  pace,  stating  in  greater 
and  greater  detail  the  appropriate  relations  among 
them.  Now  we  have  laws  telling  us  how  fast  we 
may  drive  our  automobiles,  how  much  of  our  in- 
come we  may  keep,  and  in  Chicago  where  we  may 
and  may  not  cross  the  street.  Thus,  although  in 
a  sense  political  law  may  seem  to  be  in  a  constant 
state  of  flux,  the  fact  of  law  defining  the  limits  of 
a  man's  activities  is  an  unalterable  condition  im- 
posed upon  everyone  when  he  is  born  into  society. 
The  laws  of  the  moral  world  may  be  a  bit  more 
elusive,  since  the  science  of  ethics  is  not  an  exact 
science  like  physical  science,  but  a  normative  one. 
The  moral  life  begins  in  the  choices  one  makes  be- 
tween the  good  and  the  bad.  We  must  first  de- 
liberate the  respective  values  of  the  things  among 
which  our  choice  lies,  and  in  doing  so  fully  realize 
that  certain  courses  of  action  will  bring  dis- 
integration of  the  moral  fiber,  others  a  strengthen- 
ing of  it.  If  we  choose  a  wrong  path,  we  will  be- 
come victims  of  a  paralyzing  fear,  of  an  accusing 
conscience,  of  vicious  habits,  or  of  a  growing  pas- 
sion. The  story  of  Marlowe's  Dr.  Faustus  is  an  al- 
legorical account  of  the  inevitable  destruction 
which  wrong  moral  choices  bring..  In  his  lust  for 
power  Faustus  made  a  pact  with  Mephistophilis 
by  which  "all  things  that  move  between  the  quiet 
poles"  should  be  at  his  command.  But  Faustus 
had  to  give  away  his  soul  as  the  price  for  such  vain 
power.  When  the  twenty-four  years  which  the 
devil  allotted  him  had  passed,  he  faced  death  with 
terrible  anguish.  Surrounded  by  two  friends  at 
the  last  hour  of  his  life  he  imagined  he  saw  the 
devil  coming  to  carry  him  off  and  soliloquized: 

"Ah,  Faustus, 
Now  hast  thou  but  one  bare  hour  to  live, 
And  then  thou  must  be  damned  perpetually! 
Stand  still,  you  ever-moving  spheres  of  heaven, 
That  time  may  cease,  and  midnight  never  come; 
Fair  nature's  eye,  rise,  rise  again,  and  make 
Perpetual  day;  or  let  this  hour  be  but 
A  year,  a  month,  a  week,  a  natural  day, 
That  Faustus  may  repent  and  save  his  soul! " 

Beneath  the  mask  of  much  of  the  sin  today  is  the 
assumption  that  if  one  can  escape  the  conse- 
quences of  violating  a  physical  or  a  statutory  law, 
he  can  escape  the  punishment  of  the  moral  law. 
Macbeth  thought  he  could  conceal  the  sin  he  had 
committed.  "A  little  water  clears  us  of  this  deed," 
Lady  Macbeth  told  him.     But  he  was  so  victim- 
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ized  by  the  fear  of  being  discovered,  and  so  bound 
to  commit  new  sins  in  order  to  conceal  previous 
ones,  that  in  the  crucial  moments  he  betrayed 
himself.  If  there  are  no  such  inevitabilities,  then 
our  distinctions  between  right  and  wrong  have 
little  validity.  The  moral  law  is  more  intimate 
than  the  social  and  just  as  inexorable  as  the  phys- 
ical. 

One  might  assume  that  because  of  the  pre- 
valence of  these  primary  laws  to  which  we  are 
subject  we  must  be  really  slaves  without  being 
wholly  aware  of  it.  A  moment's  deliberation, 
however,  will  convince  us  that  we  are  slaves  of 
law  only  when  we  ignore  it.  We  are  free  when 
we  acknowledge  law  and  make  it  serve  good  ends. 
The  law  of  gravitation  can  do  violence  to  us  and 
even  destroy  us  if,  for  example,  we  allow  our- 
selves to  fall  off  a  high  window  ledge.  Actually, 
far  from  being  a  destructive  force,  the  law  of 
gravitation  can  serve  some  of  the  most  elemental 
and  most  important  goods  of  life.  Consider  the 
order  of  the  universe  and  the  stability  which  the 
common  objects  of  our  existence  hold  for  us  all 
because  of  the  law  of  gravitation.  How  truly  en- 
slaved we  would  be  if  we  could  not  rely  on  hav- 
ing our  property  stay  in  place  or  our  automobiles 
cling  to  the  road  beneath  them.  Knowing  that  the 
law  of  gravitation  will  always  operate  in  the  same 
way  under  certain  conditions,  we  must  submit  to 
it;  but  in  the  end  we  are  free  to  live  unhampered 
by  uncertainty,  fear,  or  suffering. 

This,  then,  is  the  law  of  liberty.  It  imposes  a 
provisional  restraint  which  results  in  an  ultimate 
liberty.  While  the  primary  laws  of  which  we 
have  been  speaking  are  literal — they  do  not  lap 
over  each  other — the  law  of  liberty  is  analogical. 
It  operates  in  every  sphere  of  life,  physical,  po- 
litical, and  moral,  or  where  there  are  established 
laws  with  which  one  must  reckon.  It  requires  one 
to  make  an  adjustment  to  the  law  of  gravitation,  or 
the  law  of  the  state,  or  moral  law;  but  when  one 
fulfills  the  conditions,  he  is  free. 

The  laws  of  the  state,  as  we  have  seen,  are  di- 
rected to  the  establishment  of  such  relations 
among  men  that  each  may  achieve  a  higher  stand- 
ard of  material,  intellectual,  and  moral  life.  I 
may  not  steal,  mutilate,  or  set  fire  to  my  neigh- 
bor's property.  That  very  restraint  is  conducive 
to  the  well-being  of  the  community  as  a  whole, 
and  in  turn  secures  me  from  the  enslavement  of 
fear  or  of  a  sub-human  existence,  which  the  risk 
of  losing  my  home,  for  example,  may  involve.  Let 
me  propose  a  simple  experiment  to  illustrate  fur- 
ther what  I  mean.  Suppose  two  drivers  of  auto- 
mobiles were  to  stage  a  race  from  the  north  side 
of  Chicago  to  the  south  side,  their  route  to  pass 


through  all  the  traffic,  all  the  business  activity, 
and  all  the  pedestrian  confusion  of  the  Loop.  One 
driver  would  obey  all  the  traffic  regulations,  ob- 
serve all  the  signs  and  traffic  lights.  The  other 
would  attempt  to  disregard  all  such  warnings. 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  who  would  be  the 
winner?  All  political  law,  idealistically  speaking 
at  least,  should  facilitate  our  movements  and  in 
the  end  earn  for  us  a  high  degree  of  freedom  in- 
stead of  leaving  us  in  the  welter  of  ruthless  con- 
fusion. 

As  we  noted  a  moment  ago,  the  beginning  of 
the  moral  life  lies  in  the  choices  we  make.  Wheth- 
er man  always  chooses  correctly  when  he  acts  in 
his  capacity  as  a  rational  being,  as  some  philoso- 
phers insist,  is  a  question  which  we  shall  leave  to 
the  philosophers.  I  may  decide  that  a  certain 
course  of  action  should  be  followed,  but  that  de- 
cision of  itself  does  not  make  me  follow  it.  There 
must  be  further  an  exercise  of  the  will  in  order  to 
resist  the  wrong  alternatives  despite  what  may 
have  been  our  better  judgment  and  an  effort  of 
the  will  to  embrace  the  good.  Our  wills  are  be- 
sieged by  instinct,  passion,  and  desire,  which  en- 
slave us  if  we  yield  to  them.  Our  wills  are  weak 
and  can  be  easily  deceived.  But,  as  Professor 
Maritain  says,  "It  is  our  duty  by  our  own  effort  to 
make  ourselves  persons  having  dominion  over 
our  own  acts  and  being  to  ourselves  a  rounded 
and  a  whole  existence."  Once  we  can  control  our 
will  and  direct  it  according  to  the  good  judgment 
we  have  made,  we  have  become  truly  free.  But 
one  must  pay  a  price  for  such  freedom.  There 
must  be  many  situations  where  one  can  exercise 
his  will  for  good.  Out  of  that  repeated  exercise 
will  come  a  free  and  masterful  control  of  our  lives. 

This  moral  freedom,  however,  cannot  be  ob- 
tained by  oneself.  Limited  and  faulty,  man  can- 
not reach  this  state  of  freedom  without  the  aid 
of  God.  Only  as  man  adheres  to  an  unlimited 
and  perfectly  free  Creator  can  he  achieve  this 
mystery  of  freedom.  God  asks  us  to  strip  our- 
selves of  our  own  authority  and  lose  ourselves  in 
him,  not  to  lose  freedom  but  to  find  it.  People 
sometimes  object  to  Christianity  as  being  too 
negative,  as  prohibiting  one  from  doing  so  many 
things.  Christianity  is  a  way  to  freedom,  as  Je- 
sus himself  announced;  and  what  seems  to  be  sim- 
ple restraint  is  a  means  of  gaining  mastery  of  one- 
self. Easy  indulgence,  which  some  people  claim 
as  a  human  right,  brings  spiritual  slavery  and 
eventually  moral  death.  Freedom  in  any  realm 
is  not  a  gift;  it  is  a  prize.  From  the  intermediate 
restraint  and  effort,  even  enslavement,  comes  the 
final  and  lasting  freedom. 

Chicago,  III. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  12 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ's  Valuation  of  Person- 
ality.—Luke   14:  1-14. 

Christian  Workers,  School  of  Missions. 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  N.  Y.  A. — Chinese  Fashion. 
Intermediates,  The  Missionary's  Task. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Six  baptized  in  the  Mill  Creek  church,  N.  C. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Santa  Fe  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Ray 
O.  Shank,  evangelist. 

Eighteen  baptized  in  the  Elkhart  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Ray  Shank,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Big  Swatara  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 

F.  S.  Carper,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the 
Middle  River  church,  Va. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Black  Swamp  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 

G.  A.  Snider,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Greenville  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  G 
L.  Wine,  pastor-evangelist. 

Twenty-one  baptized  in  the  White  Oak  church,  Pa., 
Bro.    Alton   Bucher,    evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Pine  Creek 
church,  Ind.,  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre,  pastor-evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  two  rededicated  their  lives  in  the 
Ardenheim  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Paul  Yoder,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  by  former  baptism  in 
the  Marion  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler,  pastor- 
evangelist. 

Ten  baptized,  one  reclaimed,  one  received  by  former 
baptism  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry, 
evangelist. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the 
First  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Brother  and  Sister  Harper 
S.  Will,  evangelists. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Kans., 
Brother  and  Sister  Clinton  I.  Weber,  evangelists;  Bro. 
E.  E.  Barnhart,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for   the  success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  of  Marion,  Ohio,  Jan.  19  to  Feb.  2, 
in  the  Twenty-eighth  Street  church,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan. 
14-29,  in  the  Zion  church,  Mich.;  Feb.  2-16,  in  the  Cham- 
bersburg  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  R.  H.  Nicodemus  has  time  for  a  few  evangelistic 
meetings  in  the  fall  of  1941.  Address  him  at  Sturgis, 
Mich.,  Box  145. 


Nebraska  has  chosen  Eld.  Paul  K.  Brandt  as  Standing 
Committee  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  with 
Eld.  David  G.  Wine  as  alternate. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Wyatt  has  taken  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
North  Bethel  church  of  Northern  Missouri  and  his  ad- 
dress is  changed  accordingly  from  Muscatine,  Iowa,  to 
Mound  City,  Mo.,  R.  F.  D. 

Bro.  P.  L.  Huffaker,  director  of  music  in  the  Hagers- 
town  church  of  Middle  Maryland,  was  one  of  the  vis- 
itors who  happened  in  at  a  session  or  two  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  meeting. 

Southern  Pennsylvania  will  have  Elders  C.  E.  Grapes, 
S.  C.  Godfrey  and  N.  S.  Sellers  on  the  1941  Standing 
Committee,  with  Elders  H.  M.  Snavely,  J.  Monroe  Dan- 
ner  and  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  as  alternates. 

The  third  Sunday  in  December  last  was  a  memorable 
one  for  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Ford  of  Aline,  Okla. 
The  morning  service  of  the  Pleasant  Plains  church  was 
dedicated  to  them  in  honor  of  their  fiftieth  wedding  an- 
niversary. 

Word  has  just  reached  us  that  Eld.  B.  E.  Breshears  of 
Omak,  Wash.,  a  long-time  leader  of  church  activities  in 
the  Northwest,  passed  away  suddenly  on  New  Year's 
eve,  the  result  of  a  heart  attack.  We  shall  expect  an 
account  of  his  life  and  home-going  for  later  publication. 

Two  Pennsylvania  men,  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  of  Johns- 
town and  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher  of  Hershey,  were  here  last 
week  on  urgent  business  for  the  kingdom.  They  are 
the  new  members  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee, 
appointed  at  the  late  special  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd  of  Junior,  W.  Va.,  is  spending  a 
couple  of  months  at  Bethany,  mainly  to  take  on  a  fresh 
supply  of  inspiration.  At  least  that  is  how  he  explained 
it  when  he  called  on  us  the  other  day.  We  know  of 
other  pastors  who  could  profit  by  Bro.  Byrd's  example 
but  unlike  him,  unfortunately,  they  are  not  so  aware 
that  the  tank  level  is  running  low. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Correll  of  Abilene,  Kans.,  remembers  Henry 
Kurtz,  who  started  the  Gospel  Visitor,  as  "very  kind  and 
friendly  and  a  lover  of  little  children.  And  we  liked  to 
sit  on  his  lap  and  listen  to  his  little  stories."  There  are 
surely  others  throughout  the  brotherhood  who  have 
recollections  of  the  man  who  revived  printing  among 
the  Brethren.  Or  you  may  recall  what  his  contempo- 
raries remembered  about  him.  Perhaps  you  know 
where  some  of  his  letters,  papers  or  books  could  be 
found.  If  so,  the  Messenger  office  would  be  glad  to  hear 
from  you.  Next  April  it  will  be  ninety  years  since  the 
first  number  of  the  Gospel  Visitor  was  mailed  out. 

Brethren  representatives  other  than  those  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  last  week's  meeting  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  included  delegates  from 
three  bodies:  from  the  Old  German  Baptist  Brethren, 
Jacob  W.  Skiles  of  Rossville,  Ind.,  Arthur  R.  King  of 
Greenville,  Ohio,  Jesse  A.  Wagoner  of  Camden,  Ind., 
Lester  R.  Kinzie  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.;  from  the  Dunkard 
Brethren,  Theodore  Myers  and  wife  of  North  Canton, 
Ohio,  D.  W.  Hostetler  and  son  Vern  of  Montpelier,  Ohio, 
Lewis  B.  Flohr  of  Vienna,  Va.;  from  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Brethren  Churches,  Alva  McClain,  president 
of  Grace  Theological  Seminary,  Winona  Lake,  Ind. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 

Wealth  or  Riches  is  the  title  of  a  twelve-page  leaflet 
extracted  from  a  book  by  E.  Talmadge  Root  called  The 
Bible  Economy  of  Plenty.  It's  full  of  good  points  for 
both  preachers  and  laymen.  You  can  get  a  copy  from 
our  General  Boards  for  only  five  cents. 

Next  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  15,  there  will  be  a  dis- 
trict men's  work  rally  at  Elizabethtown  College.  Spe- 
cial features  of  the  program  will  be  music  by  the  East 
Petersburg  chorus  and  an  address  by  Hon.  William  S. 
Livengood,  Jr.,  Pennsylvania  Secretary  of  Internal  Af- 
fairs. 

100  per  cent  subscriptions  have  come  in  from  forty- 
four  churches  with  1,030  renewals  and  880  new  sub- 
scribers. Soon  we  want  to  publish  the  list  so  be  sure 
your  church  is  on  it.  Many  subscribers  are  concerned 
that  their  subscriptions  are  expiring  before  their  church 
gets  the  club  list  sent  to  us.  To  relieve  your  minds  we 
will  continue  all  January  expirations  for  a  month  after 
they  should  normally  be  removed  from  the  list.  We 
surely  do  appreciate  that  our  friends  do  not  wish  to  miss 
any  issue. 

"If  I  should  make  a  suggestion  it  would  be  that  the 
articles  which  appear  in  the  Messenger  should  be  cut 
down.  They  should  be  practical  for  common  people 
living  and  working  in  a  busy  world."  So  writes  one  of 
our  observing  pastors  and  every  word  is  to  the  point. 
And  so  we  suggest  that  writers  try  rewriting  their  arti- 
cles. It  is  remarkable  what  can  be  eliminated  on  the 
second  or  third  try.  Strive  for  interest,  brevity  and 
clarity.  Lop  off  the  tedious  windup  at  the  beginning 
and  the  trailing  conclusion  after  you -are  through.  We 
understand  that  ministers  have  been  advised  to  say 
what  they  have  to  say  and  sit  down.  The  same  prin- 
ciple holds  in  other  fields  of  effort. 

Our  China  missionaries,  by  the  latest  reports,  are  all 
safe  with  their  children  near  the  coast  at  Peiping,  Chi- 
na. This  information  first  came  by  way  of  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  Washington,  and  was  based  on  a  cable 
from  the  consul  at  Peiping  under  date  of  Dec.  21.  Still 
later  word  comes  in  a  telegram  dated  Dec.  27  and  trans- 
mitted through  the  American  embassy  at  Peiping:  "Mis- 
sion conference  agreed  that  return  to  Shansi  work  [at 
present]  unlikely  .  .  .  and  ask  furloughs  for  Crumpack- 
ers,  Metzger,  Wamplers,  Ikenberrys,  Mrs.  Cunningham. 
First  available  sailings  are  late  February.  Myers  re- 
mains Peiping  in  charge  of  mission  interests.  Single 
ladies  Peiping  area  doing  Christian  work,  young  folk 
continue  language.  Ikenberry  goes  to  Friend's  Center, 
Shanghai,  if  needed.  Smith  family  await  investigation 
opportunities  for  Christian  work  Peiping.  Cable  your 
reactions  and  suggestions.  All  well.  Myers."  Decisions 
under  these  circumstances  require  wisdom  from  the 
Lord.     The  prayers  of  the  faithful  will  be  appreciated. 


Qbcui  Seeks 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 

What  Does  Jesus  Expect  of  His  Church?  Sam  Hig- 
ginbottom.     Revell,  1941.     128  pages.     $1.25. 

The  author,  who  is  president  of  Allahabad  Christian 
College  in  India,  has  become  widely  known  in  Christian 
circles  as  an  advocate  and  promoter  of  agricultural  mis- 


sions. While  on  furlough  from  India  he  was  chosen 
moderator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  U.  S.  A. 
In  this  capacity  he  and  Mrs.  Higginbottom  visited  Pres- 
byterian churches  and  synods  in  forty-six  states.  This 
simply-written,  practical  book  grew  out  of  these  con- 
tacts and  the  observations  they  afforded.  Although  it  is 
written  in  terms  of  Presbyterian  organization  and  work, 
it  is  worthy  of  study  by  Christian  workers  in  other  com- 
munions, for  what  Dr.  Higginbottom  observes  in  his 
denomination  can  be  taken  to  be  fairly  typical  of  Amer- 
ican church  life.  He  points  out  plainly  the  weaknesses 
in  the  present-day  church,  but  also  notes  with  appre- 
ciation the  strong  features  he  found.  He  upholds  the 
church  as  "the  most  important  single  factor  in  the 
world  today  in  bringing  about  a  better  understanding 
between  God  and  man,  and  between  man  and  man." 
The  place  of  the  missionary  in  this  world-task  is  that 
of  a  humble  sharer  of  values  not  created  by  himself. 
This  sharing  process  can  best  be  carried  on  by  a  prac- 
tical demonstration  of  Christlike  living  and  serving.  Dr. 
Higginbottom  feels  strongly  that  Jesus  expects  his 
church  to  adopt  the  program  he  himself  adopted:  "to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor;  ...  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted, to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  re- 
covery of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that 
are  bruised,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord" 
(Luke  4:  18,  19).  "If  Jesus  be  really  his  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter, then  the  disciple  will  do  all  he  can  to  please  his  Mas- 
ter, to  obey  and  serve  him." — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Bold  to  Say.  Austin  Pardue.  Scribners,  1940.  170 
pages.     $1.75. 

The  author  leads  us  into  an  enlightening  study  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  a  prayer  which,  according  to  Thomas 
Aquinas,  is  a  series  of  perfect  desires,  a  prayer  each  of 
us  can  be  bold  to  say.  Dr.  Pardue  has  given  a  very 
practical  discussion  of  what  he  rightly  insists  is  a  very 
practical  prayer  dealing  with  basic  attitudes  and  needs. 
"Jesus  does  not  leave  us  any  excuses  with  which  to 
make  intellectual  and  theological  hash.  He  does  not  dis- 
cuss the  proper  posture  for  private  prayer,  or  give  in- 
structions concerning  the  manner  of  baptism  or  elab- 
orate upon  the  architecture  of  a  church  interior.  He 
leaves  these  matters  for  church  councils  to  decide.  He 
talks  about  great  issues  that  you  and  I  must  face,  dis- 
cussing Our  Father,  Heaven,  Gratitude,  Will,  Bread, 
Forgiveness,  Love  and  Guidance."  Each  of  these  de- 
sires is  considered  separately  by  the  author.  The  Chris- 
tian feels  security  in  the  knowledge  of  God  as  Father. 
This  sense  of  security  induces  an  attitude  of  reverence, 
a  desire  to  hallow  God's  name,  to  glorify  him  not  only 
by  lip  but  also  by  life.  To  live  this  life  of  applied 
Christian  principles  there  must  be  a  desire  to  do  God's 
will,  thus  bringing  God's  kingdom  through  the  trans- 
formation of  life  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Man's  primary 
urges  are  God-given;  in  the  kingdom  of  God  they  are 
God-directed.  The  fulfillment  of  this  desire  is  of  vital 
importance  for  "we  should  have  proven  to  ourselves  by 
this  time  that  we  cannot  run  the  world  by  brawn  or 
brains  alone."  The  living  of  this  God-directed  life  re- 
quires the  meeting  of  three  fundamental  needs:  phys- 
ical sustenance,  forgiveness  and  guidance.  The  author's 
analysis  of  each  of  these  needs  and  the  way  God  meets 
them  is  personal  and  simple  but  penetrating.  The  few 
minor  matters  on  which  you  would  probably  not  agree 
with  the  views  stated  need  not  lessen  the  profit  you 
would  receive  from  reading  this  book. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


Retirement  of  Sisters  Miller  and  Shumaker 

BY  J.  M.  BLOUGH 

The  India  mission  has  had  a  new  experience.  Two  of 
its  members  have  retired  from  active  service  on  the 
field,  not  because  of  ill  health  but  because  they  reached 
the  retiring  age.  They  left  on  furlough  with  the  pur- 
pose, therefore,  of  remaining  in  America.  Many  others 
have  left  the  field  in  the  past  with  the  same  purpose, 
but  it  was  due  to  failing  health.  But  these  two  sisters 
worked  right  on  to  the  last  carrying  their  regular  work 
on  the  field. 

Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller  has  the  unique  distinction  of 
having  served  the  mission  field  for  full  forty  years  with- 
out a  break,  running  through  five  terms.  After  having 
taught  school  seven  years  in  America  she  came  to  India 
in  1900  to  take  the  place  of  Sister  Bertha  Ryan  Shirk. 
She  was  located  at  Bulsar  during  her  first  term  and  had 
charge  of  the  Girls'  Orphanage.  In  her  second  term  she 
managed  this  orphanage  again  from  1908  to  1912.  Then 
she  was  transferred  to  Vali,  where  she  was  engaged  in 
village  evangelistic  work  among  women.  In  her  third 
term  she  was  again  in  the  Bulsar  Orphanage  (now 
Boarding  School  for  Girls).  In  1916  this  Boarding 
School  was  moved  to  Anklesvar  and  she  went  with  it 
and  stayed  by  it  till  1923.  Her  fourth  term  was  spent 
at  Jalalpor  in  charge  of  the  Girls'  Boarding  School  there. 
From  1926  to  1931  she  was  alone  at  this  station  and  so 
had  charge  of  the  district  work  also,  which  meant  man- 
aging the  village  schools.  Her  fifth  term  she  spent  at 
the  Umalla  station  from  1932  to  1940,  really  staying  two 
years  over  time  as  she  was  greatly  needed  and  not  eager 
to  leave  the  work  here.  During  this  last  term  she 
worked  among  the  women  and  children,  and  the  last 
five  years  was  responsible  for  the  village  schools  and 
district  evangelistic  work. 

Sister  Miller  leaves  the  field  with  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  her  fellow  missionaries  and  Indian  workers. 
About  fifty  of  the  girls  (now  married  women  and  moth- 
ers) who  were  in  the  Bulsar  school  as  orphans  forty 
years  ago  are  still  living  and  still  look  up  to  her  as  to 
a  mother,  for  she  meant  so  much  to  them  in  those  early 
years.  Sister  Miller  was  a  hard  and  continuous  worker, 
scarcely  ever  laid  aside  by  sickness.  She  was  faithful 
and  dependable  in  whatever  work  was  given  to  her. 
She  was  efficient  in  the  Gujarati  language  and  so  served 
often  as  examiner  of  new  missionaries  under  the  United 
Language  Board.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the 
counsels  of  the  mission,  the  work  in  the  church  and  in 
our  neighboring  missions  where  she  was  well  known. 

Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  came  to  India  in  1910  thus 
completing  full  thirty  years  running  through  four  terms. 
Before  accepting  the  call  to  India  she  taught  school  for 
twenty-one  years  in  the  primary  department  of  the 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  schools.  Here  she  gained  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  best  primary  teachers  in  the 
state.  And  as  a  Sunday-school  primary  teacher  she  had 
gained  state-wide  recognition  among  Sunday-school 
leaders.  The  call  to  India  was  not  acceptable  to  her  at 
first,  and  for  months  she  suffered  agony  on  account  of  it. 
But  when  the  Lord  gave  her  a  vision  the  burden  rolled 
away  and  she  became  eager  to  follow  her  Master  to  In- 
dia.    Friends  tried  to  dissuade  her  and  obstacles  were 


put  in  her  way,  but  nothing  daunted,  she  pressed  on. 
Doctors  said  she  could  not  live  in  India's  heat,  but  she 
was  not  afraid  at  all,  because  the  Lord  had  spoken  to 
her  and  she  was  certain  now  of  the  call.  For  these 
thirty  years  she  served  the  India  field  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Sunday  schools  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Her  first  term  was  spent  in  the  Boarding  School  at 
Bulsar.  During  this  time  for  four  years  she  gave  regu- 
lar lectures  at  the  Bulsar  High  School.  During  her  sec- 
ond term  she  spent  the  first  two  and  a  half  years  at 
Jalalpor  when  the  Girls'  Boarding  School  was  started 
there.  Then  she  was  appointed  Children's  Missioner 
and  transferred  back  to  Bulsar  as  headquarters.  Dur- 
ing this  time  she  visited  the  schools  of  the  mission,  but 
concentrated  her  efforts  on  the  Wankee  school  which 
is  just  outside  of  Bulsar.  Here  the  children  of  the  back- 
ward classes  were  attracted  by  her  most  interesting 
manner   and   methods   until   one   year   the   average  at^ 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  January  11-18 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three   should   be   used   together. 

As  these  lines  are  being  written  a  cablegram  is  hour- 
ly expected  from  our  China  field,  telling  just  where  the 
missionaries  are  and  what  they  plan  to  do.  Through 
the  Associated  Press  word  has  come  to  many  local 
papers  saying  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  mission- 
aries have  evacuated  their  four  stations  in  Shansi,  Chi- 
na. In  one  paper,  the  statement  was  made  that  the  mis- 
sionaries were  considering  work  in  western  China. 
Whether  they  are  in  Peking,  Tientsin  or  on  the  way  to 
western  China,  we  do  not  know  at  this  time.  Our 
prayers  are  earnest  in  their  behalf. 

The  Prayer  Calendar  asks  that  throughout  this  week 
the  M.  M.  Myers  family  and  Laura  Shock  of  Tai  Yuan 
receive  our  special  thought  and  our  faithful  prayers. 

In  the  last  letter  from  Sister  Myers,  written  Oct.  9, 
she  tells  of  being  at  Peking.  We  quote:  "On  the  eve- 
ning of  Oct.  2  we  met  in  the  room  of  the  Angenys  at 
the  College  of  Chinese  Studies.  There  were  twelve  of 
us.  There  we  had  a  little  visit  together,  and  at  a  rather 
late  hour  before  we  parted  we  engaged  in  a  prayer  serv- 
ice with  each  one  taking  part.  Early  the  next  morning 
Minor  and  I  felt  for  Shansi.  As  we  journeyed  the  next 
two  days  and  far  into  the  night,  we  definitely  realized 
the  Father's  mercy  and  the  answers  of  the  prayers  of 
our  friends  hovering  around  us.  We  reached  our  own 
gate  to  be  home  again. 

"We  found  Laura  well  and  busy  with  the  fall  pro- 
gram in  which  we  are  already  trying  to  begin  with  our 
share.  As  we  look  back  on  the  past  forty  days,  we  feel 
extremely  grateful  for  blessings.  They  are  so  abundant 
we  cannot  count  them. 

"Be  sure  to  tell  the  home  churches  to  keep  praying. 
While  they  strengthen  and  encourage  us,  they  strength- 
en and  develop  themselves  for  the  church's  great  prob- 
lem. Thus  we  work  together  mutually,  spreading  the 
gospel  in  and  around  a  world  whose  appalling  need  is 
definitely  above  everything  else." 
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tendance  exceeded  five  hundred.  Her  strong  feature  of 
work  is  with  children  wherever  she  goes,  and  she  is  able 
to  win  them  and  train  them  whether  they  are  Chris- 
tian or  not. 

Her  third  and  fourth  terms  were  spent  in  and  in  be- 
half of  the  Khergam  boarding  schools,  church  and  dis- 
trict work.  Here  she  spent  fourteen  years  living  mostly 
at  Khergam  which  is  thirteen  miles  east  of  Bulsar.  Here 
with  the  help  of  capable  Indian  workers  she  has  built  up 
a  glorious  work.  First  of  all  a  Girls'  Boarding  School 
was  opened,  village  schools  were  conducted,  then  a 
church  was  organized  which  has  a  membership  now  of 
nearly  five  hundred,  a  church  house  was  built,  and  at 
present  some  fifty  Christian  families  live  within  sight 
of  the  church.  All  this  has  been  accomplished  through 
prayer  and  hard,  faithful  work.  She  never  spared  her- 
self but  gladly  spent  every  ounce  of  strength  so  that  the 
needy  might  have  help  and  guidance  and  the  kingdom 
of  God  be  built.  She  almost  never  took  a  vacation  but 
stayed  right  on  through  heat  and  rain,  guiding  and  en- 
couraging the  workers.  All  wondered  that  she  did  not 
break  down,  but  the  Lord  sustained  her  marvelously. 
She  leaves  behind  her  a  flourishing  church  and  a  large 
community  of  people  who  love  the  Lord  and  who  mourn 
her  departure.  They  came  in  large  numbers  to  the  Bul- 
sar railway  station  to  bid  her  farewell,  and  they  wept 
much.    She  leaves  a  host  of  friends  in  India. 

May  the  kind  Father  bless  these  sisters  as  they  return 
to  the  home  church  and  continue  their  service  there. 
They  are  truly  missionary  in  spirit  and  wholly  conse- 
crated to  the  world-wide  work  of  the  church.  May 
their  remaining  years  be  full  of  joy  and  blessing. 

Bulsar,  India. 


Peace    News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 
Future  church  historians  among  the  Brethren,  and 
perhaps  in  Christendom,  may  point  to  Dec.  18  and  19, 
1940,  as  days  of  great  significance.  We  are  thinking  of 
the  far-reaching  plans  for  alternative  service  considered 
by  the  special  meeting  of  Standing  Committee.  The 
officers  of  this  meeting  will  give  the  official  report. 
However,  Peace  News  could  not  pass  this  great  event 
without  notice.  We  wish  to  give  some  general  impres- 
sions of  this  significant  meeting  held  in  the  First  church 
of  Chicago.  The  discussions  and  spirit  of  the  entire  two 
days  were  on  the  highest  level.  Delicate  problems  were 
fearlessly  and  thoroughly  considered.  The  meeting  was 
reverent,  serious  and  confident.  Here  one  found  Breth- 
renism  at  its  best,  reminding  one  of  two  recent  Breth- 
ren slogans — Brethren  in  Reality  and  Brethren  in  Chris- 
tian Service. 

The  Chicago  meeting  was  held  under  great  uncer- 
tainties. One  was  deeply  impressed  by  both  the  number 
and  the  thoroughness  of  the  tasks  undertaken  by  the  Na- 
tional C.  O.  Committee  and  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee. The  historic  peace  churches  have  won  the  right 
to  national  leadership  in  an  unprecedented  expression 
of  the  gospel  of  nonviolence.  Our  church  has  furnished 
a  high  type  of  leadership  in  this  crisis  and  this  leader- 
ship was  given  the  hearty  approval  and  pledge  of  co- 
operation by  the  delegates  of  Standing  Committee. 

Several  testimonies  were  given  in  this  meeting  which 
bear  witness  to  the  growing  spirit  of  sacrifice  in  the 
hearts  of  our  people.     One  delegate  told  of  a  school- 


teacher who  has  been  receiving  a  thousand  dollars  a 
year  as  a  salary.  This  teacher  was  offered  double  this 
amount  and  refused  because  the  new  position  would  re- 
quire a  compromise  of  his  peace  convictions.  This  has 
been  a  good  year  for  the  brotherhood.  It  is  probable 
that  the  total  value  of  Brethren  gifts  in  food,  clothing 
and  cash  for  general  relief  may  total  over  $100,000.  In 
addition,  the  giving  for  the  Conference  Budget  is  run- 
ning above  that  of  last  year.  All  this  bears  witness  to 
something  more  important  than  things  material.  There 
is  a  deepening  sense  both  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  that 
is  material  and  of  the  enduring  quality  of  things  spir- 
itual. One  word  best  describes  the  tone  in  our  church 
life.  That  word  is  spirituality.  Loyalty  to  high  ideal- 
ism as  expressed  in  our  peace  position  and  a  broad  and 
generous  sympathy  for  our  brothers,  as  expressed  by 
our  relief  program,  serve  to  spell  spirituality.  But  as 
people  become  more  spiritual  the  goal  of  perfection 
seems  even  farther  away.     Let  us  pray  for  guidance. 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  announced 
recently  that  at  the  present  time  it  was  supplying  milk 
to  about  10,000  infants  in  France,  alloting  to  each  child 
a  half  liter  a  day  costing  ten  cents.  The  staff  abroad 
was  furnishing  supplementary  meals  in  French  schools 
to  about  20,000  children.  These  meals  consist  mostly  of 
milk  and  rice  and  cost  about  2  cents  a  day  each.  Un- 
dernourished children  from  the  classrooms  are  selected 
as  recipients  of  this  food.  Some  $50,000  of  the  frozen 
funds  of  the  French  government  has  been  released  by 
Washington  for  relief  in  France.  The  Friends  Service 
Committee  is  administering  this  fund.  Our  own  David 
Blickenstaff  is  connected  with  this  work. 

Clarence  E.  Pickett,  executive  secretary  of  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  recently  received 
the  annual  award  for  humanitarianism  by  the  forty- 
sixth  Annual  convention  of  the  Pi  Lambda  Phi,  a  na- 
tional collegiate  fraternity.  In  addressing  the  300  dele- 
gates at  this  convention  Mr.  Pickett  said:  "It  is  un- 
American  not  to  try  to  find  a  solution  to  the  problem  of 
feeding  women  and  children  in  both  occupied  and  un- 
occupied France."  He  added,  "We  call  upon  true  ama- 
teurs to  help  find  this  solution,"  and  went  on  to  say, 
"This  is  not  a  world  that  can  be  saved  by  professional 
humanitarians.  Some  of  you  might  differ  with  me  on 
the  necessity  of  feeding  the  mothers  and  children  of 
France.  I  sincerely  believe  that  they  can  be  fed  with- 
out affecting  the  fortunes  of  the  war." 

Dr.  Tracy  Strong  of  the  International  Committee  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  gave  a  unique  and  gripping  address  be- 
fore the  December  meeting  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches.  He  told  of  their  experiences  in  ministry  to 
prisoners  of  war  in  England,  Canada  and  elsewhere.  He 
stated  that  the  testimony  of  our  faith  the  next  few  years 
will  depend  on  our  response  to  stricken  humanity,  and 
added,  "The  Friends,  Mennonites  and  Church  of  the 
Brethren  are  pointing  the  way  in  this  type  of  service." 


Bombay  Women  Observe  World  Day  of  Prayer 

This  morning  I  attended  the  women's  World  Day  of 
Prayer  meeting  at  the  little  Scotch  church  near  here.  I 
like  to  think  of  such  little  groups  gathering  hour  by 
hour  as  the  sun  advances,  and  that  while  I  sleep  tonight 
some  of  you  will  be  in  such  a  meeting  praying  for  the 
needs  of  the  world — all  united  by  the  strongest  of 
Christian  ties,  prayer. — Mary  Blickenstaff,  Bombay. 
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My  Temple  of  Dreams 

BY    ROBERT    BYRD 

I  dreamed  of  a  place  where  men  worship; 

Of  a  beautiful  temple  within, 

With  its  towering  spire  by  the  side  of  the 

road 
Where  souls  may  take  refuge  from  sin. 
The  vision  so  real,  I  awakened 
And  sought  for  its  radiant  beams. 
But  I  found  not  the  church  by  the  side  of 

the  road 
For  it  was  a  temple  of  dreams. 

And  then  it  occurred  in  my  dreaming 
My  heart  had  unconsciously  planned 
To  make  real  a  church  by  the  side  of  the 

road, 
Not  built  on  traditional  sand. 
Then  I   sought  for  a   way  and   I   found   it. 
I  sought  for  the  hearts  and  the  hands 
Who  would  willingly  build  by  the  side  of 

the  road 
A  temple  from  fanciful  plans. 

Years    came    and    years    passed    as    the 

flowers. 
Men  labored  with  heart  and  with  hand 
To  build  up  a  church  by   the   side   of   the 

road 
As  we  in  our  dreaming  had  planned. 
And 'little  by  little  it  flourished, 
As  wheat  that  in  seedtime  is  sowed, 
Till  finally  one  beautiful  morning  in  June 
It  stood  by  the  side  of   the  road   .   .   . 

All  finished  and  shining  in  splendor; 

Made  sacred  by  labor  and  zeal; 

A    beautiful    church    by    the    side    of    the 

road — 
A  church  in  the  land  of  the  "real." 
And  now  I  in  fancy  no  longer 
Have  visions  of  that  which  but  seems, 
But  worship  and  work  in  the  spot  by  the 

road 
Once  marked  by  a  temple  of  dreams. 

Junior,   XV.   Va. 


Character  Formation  in  Young  Children 

BY  GARRY  CLEVELAND  MYERS 

(The  author  is  editor  of  Children's  Activities  and  of  a  number 
of  books  on  parenthood  and  child  training.  See  the  Church  at 
Work  Department  in  this  issue  for  other  interesting  articles. — 
Ed.) 

The  first  essential  to  developing  good  moral  character 
in  the  young  child  is  a  pair  of  parents  of  integrity,  who 
love  each  other,  have  planned  together,  long  before  the 
child  was  born,  on  wise  ways  of  bringing  him  up,  have 
followed  these  ways,  have  learned  to  understand  this 
child,  to  put  themselves  in  their  imagination  in  his 
place,  to  respect  him  as  a  person  and  provide  him  with 
abundant  affection  and  emotional  security.  If  with  all 
these  good  traits  they  are  deeply  and  sincerely  religious 
all  the  better,  to  be  sure.  Ideally  it  will  be  a  truly 
Christian  family  with  a  truly  Christian  atmosphere 
where  the  parents  practice  the  principles  of  Jesus  in 
all  their  relationships.  Let  us  remember  that  about 
the  hardest  place  to  be  a  Christian  is  at  home  among 
our  own  loved  ones. 

Until  the  child  is  old  enough  to  move  about,  his  habits 
and  conduct  depend  almost  entirely  on  those  who  care 
for  him,  chiefly  the  mother.  His  control  depends  prin- 
cipally on  her  self-control  and  self-management.     Even 


in  these  very  early  years  the  infant  senses  the  emotion 
of  his  parents  and  their  relation  to  each  other  and  to 
him.  Long  before  he  can  understand  and  reason  from 
the  adult's  point  of  view,  he  subtly  interprets  atmos- 
phere and  relationships,  especially  through  the  voice, 
demeanor  and  movements  of  those  in  his  presence.  He 
very  early  grows  aware  of  their  emotional  expression, 
steadfastness  and  integrity. 

The  wise  mother  disciplines  first  of  all  herself  in  re- 
lation to  the  infant.  She  holds  herself  strictly  to  reg- 
ularity in  cultivating  his  habits,  such  as  those  which 
relate  to  his  feeding,  elimination  and  sleep.  She  follows 
the  clock.  Administering  to  his  physical  needs,  she 
trains  herself  in  the  meaning  of  no.  She  does  not  let 
herself  do  what  she  often  would  like  to  do.  She  does 
not  allow  herself  to  give  this  infant  his  own  way  when 
she  knows  this  way  is  not  good  for  him,  regardless  of 
his  cries. 

As  soon  as  he  develops  far  enough  to  do  for  him- 
self, she  does  not  rob  him  of  the  opportunity  to  culti- 
vate self-reliance.  'As  early  as  reasonably  possible,  she 
lets  him  feed  himself,  dress  himself,  bath  himself,  speak 
for  himself  and  look  after  himself  in  many  other  ways. 
More  and  more  as  he  grows  older  he  has  the  opportun- 
ity to  choose  for  himself  in  the  many  ways  in  which 
he  can  do  so  safely.  Gradually  he  learns  to  take  over 
more  and  more  responsibility  as  he  is  able  to  do  so  and 
gets  satisfaction  from  doing  so. 

As  soon  as  this  child  can  creep,  climb  or  toddle  he 
learns  the  meaning  of  no,  rarely  heard,  learning  that 
there  are  a  few  things  he  must  never  do  and  a  few 
things  he  must  never  have,  as  the  very  alphabet  of 
safety,  character  and  citizenship. 

In  order  to  teach  the  tot  in  such  basic  inhibitions  the 
parents  will  need  to  exercise  quite  as  much  self-discip- 
line as  in  cultivating  his  earlier  routine  habits.  Also 
an  atmosphere  of  understanding  sympathy  and  love  is 
indispensable  for  effective  restraint  of  the  young  child. 

Ideally  the  young  child  needs  to  learn  that  while 
there  are  a  few  things  he  must  never  do,  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  things  he  may  do,  and  with  great  satisfaction. 
As  a  rule,  the  more  things  he  can  enjoy  that  are  right 
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the  fewer  he  will  be  inclined  to  do  that  are  wrong. 
Nevertheless,  we  parents  hardly  can  hope  always  to 
keep  him  from  doing  wrong  by  attracting  him  only  to 
doing  right.  Some  pain  will  be  necessary;  yes,  physi- 
cal- pain.  About  the  best,  in  the  early  years,  is  the 
good  old-fashioned,  bare  hand  applied  to  tot's  bare 
bottom — grandma's  way.  Let  such  pain  be  applied  in 
just  a  few  situations,  such  as  running  into  the  street, 
playing  with  fire,  calling  his  father  or  mother  or  some 
one  else  an  ugly  name,  no  being  heard  the  while  just 
once.  To  be  effective,  such  pain  must  immediately  fol- 
low the  act  to  be  avoided  and  always  follow  it.  There 
must  be  no  delay  nor  exceptions.  Then  there  should 
also  be  some  acceptable  activity  the  child  can  imme- 
diately turn  to  from  which  he  will  get  pleasure. 

With  such  procedure  on  the  part  of  parents  who  have 
planned  together  as  one,  in  an  atmosphere  of  under- 
standing, sympathy  and  love — provided  they  are  con- 
sistent and  self-controlled — physical  punishment  can 
be  abandoned  by  the  time  the  child  is  four  or  five. 

Having  learned  by  then  to  accept  authority  not  too 
frequently  expressed,  a  good  type  of  punishment  there- 
after is  to  assign  the  child  to  sit  in  a  chair  doing  no- 
thing where  you  can  see  him,  for  say,  twenty  minutes. 

Some  who  would  not  spank  a  tot  fool  themselves 
that  they  don't  use  pain  at  all;  but  they  do.  They  shriek 
at  the  youngster  or  pierce  him  with  fierce  eyes.  It  is 
better  to  use  the  hand,  I  believe,  and  to  reserve  the 
eyes  and  voice  for  conversation  and  companionship  and 
expressions  of  endearment.  How  can  any  parent  with 
"dirty  looks"  and  poisonous  tongue  get  the  best  family 
atmosphere  of  love  and  affection? 

But  we  have  considered  pain  only  in  relation  to  re- 
straint. Spank  the  young  child  only  to  keep  him  from 
doing  the  few  things  he  must  never  do,  not  to  get  him  to 
do  what  you  want  him  to  do.  Except  for  a  few  routines, 
perhaps,  don't  even  command  the  child  under  four  or 
five  to  do  anything.  Ask  him,  and  with  eternal  pa- 
tience so  set  the  stage  that  he  will  co-operate.  Merely 
command  him  not  to  do  a  few  specific  things  and  give 
him  instant  pain  if  he  does  not  desist  or  cease.  Then 
you  won't  have  a  stubborn  child. 

Let  this  principle  be  your  guide:  Make  pleasant 
what  you  want  the  young  child  to  do,  painful  only  a  few 
things  you  want  him  never  to  do.  You  will  know  that 
you  are  succeeding  well  as  your  child  grows  older  if 
your  commands  and  punishments  gradually  grow  fewer 
and  seem  less  and  less  necessary. 

With  a  few  essential  restraints  established  well  in 
the  earlier  years,  in  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  under- 
standing; and  with  gradually  increasing  co-operation, 
self-reliance  and  responsibility  cultivated  in  the  child 
as  he  grows  older  and  older,  the  opportunity  for  guid- 
ing this  child  to  make  right  choices  and  to  acquire  good 
ideals  increases.  In  the  family  where  each  member 
has  deep  consideration  for  every  other  one,  where  gen- 
uine love  prevails,  the  growing  child  who  has  acquired 
a  few  necessary  restraints  grows  in  ideals  and  in 
wishes  to  do  right  about  as  naturally  as  he  grows  in 
height  and  weight. 

Often  there  come  precious  moments  when  the  par- 
ent can  say  with  good  effect  to  the  young  child  "This 
is  right,"  or  "That  is  wrong,"  and  when  the  child  will 
accept  this  just  because  he  trusts  and  loves  the  par- 
ent, long  before  he  can  reason  why. 

Now    as    to    truthfulness    and    honesty.      Lying    and 


stealing,  like  charity,  begin  at  home.  The  child  who 
very  early  learns  effectively  adequate  restraints  in  an 
atmosphere  of  love  and  understanding  and  deep  regard 
for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others  has  very  little 
temptation  to  lie  or  steal.  If  your  young  child  begins 
to  deceive  you  should  check  on  the  foregoing  principles. 

As  the  tot  develops,  show  great  respect  for  his  pos- 
sessions. Protect  his  rights  from  the  inroads  of  others. 
Try  to  train  him  to  do  likewise.  Don't  tempt  him  to 
lie.  Don't  ask  him  to  testify  against  himself.  Don't 
hold  court  with  him.  If  you  suspect  he  has  done 
wrong  and  can  ascertain  the  facts  only  from  him  don't 
ask  him.  Guide  and  protect  him  against  future  like 
temptations  and  try  to  understand  him  better  and 
render  him  more  sure  of  insight  and  love.  Answer  all 
his  questions.  Listen  courteously  to  what  he  has  to 
say.  Make  him  feel  he  can  always  come  to  you  with 
anything  which  deeply  interests  or  concerns  him.  Make 
him  feel,  moreover,  that  if  he  should  even  get  into 
deep  trouble  he  would  want  to  come  first  to  you  as  the 
one  who  would  best  understand  him. 

Aim  so  to  cultivate  in  him  while  in  his  presence  such 
good  habits  and  ideals  as  will  carry  on  in  your  absence 
even  after  you  have  passed  to  the  great  beyond.  Loved 
ones  you  and  I  have  lost  the  while  are  living  in  us 
still. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Managing  Mother 

BY   ADA   C.    SELL 
In  Two  Parts — Part  One 

Lucy  and  Celia  did  not,  considering  the  fact  that 
they  were  sisters,  get  to  see  each  other  very  often.  The 
distance  between  them  was  a  large  item.  Lucy  was  a 
widow  whose  husband  had  died  so  many  years  ago  that 
the  time  between  was  as  a  wall  erected  between  two 
widely  different  ways  of  living.  Celia  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  Chet  Dunmire,  who,  in  a  state  half  a  thousand 
miles  away,  always  worked  so  hard  he  simply  couldn't 
go  on  trips  with  his  wife.  He  did  not  fool  himself  or 
Celia;  if  he  would  rather  stay  home,  let  him  do  so. 

As  the  world  and  the  gossipy  element  of  it  in  par- 
ticular views  such  matters,  how  much  better  it  would 
have  been  could  Celia  have  had  the  four  children,  and 
especially  if  Lucy's  man  had  to  die  when  the  twins 
were  five,  the  next  one  three,  and  the  baby  but  a 
month  old.  Yet,  to  be  truthful,  it  wouldn't  have  been 
much  better;  for  Celia  didn't  care  for  a  constant  body- 
guard of  children.  She  liked  too  well  to  be  well- 
groomed,  to  be  well  taken  care  of  herself  instead  of 
ministering  to  a  continual  stream  of  childish  demands. 
But  Lucy  was  a  born  mother.  A  score  of  times  a  day 
she  picked  up  the  littlest  one  and  loved  it.  The  child 
would  come  and  engagingly  ask  her,  "Make  a  fuss  over 
me!"  Vaguely  Lucy  felt  she  might  be  making  a  mis- 
take in  child  psychology,  but  she  had  no  fear  at  all 
of  developing  a  mother  complex  in  the  child.  Lucy 
could  never  see  why  her  sister  Celia  could  refrain  from 
holding  or  kissing  her  children  except  upon  arriving  or 
leaving. 

Like  the  sunset  in  the  evening  sky,  Lucy's  motherhood 
crowned  her.  It  hurt  her  when  an  occasional  person 
tried  to  urge  her  to  place  some  of  her  children  in  an 
institution.  Such  places  were  all  right  if  there  was  no 
one  individual  to  watch  over  a  child  in  his  own  home, 
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but  truly  all  of  Lucy's  heart  was  dedicated  to  her  own 
children.  She  would  be  lost  without  them.  She  was 
altogether  unselfish,  utterly  selfless.  It  was  what  kept 
her  alive  and  sane  after  the  death  of  her  companion. 
True,  for  a  while  she  had  gone  about  in  a  sort  of  a 
daze;  she  simply  could  not  fit  her  thoughts  to  a  life 
without  the  man  she  had  married  with  such  high  hopes 
of  happiness.  Perhaps  she  had  loved  him  too  much,  and 
that  was  why  he  was  taken.  Always  she  put  on  a 
front  before  the  world  that  kept  people  from  knowing 
the  dust  and  ashes  that  her  heart  often  resembled.  She 
had  lost  the  way,  and  knew  she  would  never  find  it  as 
long  as  she  lived,  without  him.  As  one  angle  comple- 
ments another,  so  had  their  lives  fitted  together. 

Out  of  the  embers  and  ashes  of  life  the  veritable  es- 
sence of  motherhood  evolved.  "Don't  let  me  die,  God! 
Let  me  just  live  and  take  care  of  them!  That's  all  that 
matters."  This  had  been  her  prayer.  Often  the  waters 
were  calm.  It  was  enough  to  ask  if  only  the  days 
passed  without  mishap  to  her  darlings.  She  could  sigh 
in  relief  at  the  end  when  they  were  all  asleep.  But 
sometimes,  when  at  that  part  of  the  evening  many 
other  parents  and  associates  settled  down  to  an  ex- 
change of  the  day's  happenings,  and  her  house  was  so 
silent  you  could  have  heard  a  pin  drop,  the  tears  would 
begin  to  sting.  Why  should  some  women  be  made  to 
bear  so  many  responsibilities,  while  for  others  the 
slightest  wishes  expressed  or  indicated  were  so  care- 
fully carried  out? 

Lucy  thought  of  one  wife  she  knew  who  was  thus 
attended.     She  could  hear  her  saying: 

"Morgan  said  I  can't  do  my  washing  anymore,  since 
I  got  my  hand  in  the  wringer. 

"Morgan  is  worried  about  me;  thinks  I  may  have  an 
ulcer  of  the  stomach. 

"Morgan  says  he  doesn't  want  me  to  have  any  more 
children;  I'm  too  nervous  and  need  all  my  strength. 

"Morgan  is  always  carrying  my  sweater  after  me, 
he's  so  scared  I'll  get  a  cold." 

Morgan  this  and  Morgan  that.  Not  that  she'd  ever 
want  anyone  like  Morgan  fussing  over  her  and  almost 
thinking  her  thoughts  for  her.  After  a  visit  from  this 
particular  friend  of  hers,  Lucy  almost  pitied  herself 
the  first  five  minutes  because  no  one  bothered  how 
many  draughts  she  sat  in,  or  fanned  her  hot  evenings. 
Then  in  the  sixth  minute  Lucy  was  laughing  at  her- 
self and  sighing  with  relief  because  although  she  had 
lonely  moments  and  had  loads  of  responsibility,  yet 
she  had  health  and  loved  being  a  mother.  She  was  ever 
so  much  better  off  than  poor  Delia  who  had  married  a 
drunkard,  or  Elsie  who  had  married  a  crank  who  had  a 
million  ideas  about  how  Elsie  should  raise  babies  and 
who  continually  nagged.  Lucy  wanted  to  give  him  a 
piece  of  her  mind  the  time  she  heard  him  hectoring  poor 
Elsie,  who  was  all  but  a  nervous  wreck,  and  naturally 
the  baby  but  a  step  removed. 

Between  Celia's  visits  things  were  like  that:  Lucy 
devoting  herscl.  unsparingly  and  almost  uncomplain- 
ingly. When  Aunt  Celia  came  she  had  criticisms  to 
offer.  The  poor  children  were  at  a  loss.  It  was  strange 
to  have  someone  forever  pointing  out  how  good  their 
mother  was  to  them,  and  how  they  made  a  slave  of 
her,  and  how  much  more  they  had  than  Mamma  and 
Aunt  Celia  had  when  they  were  little.  It  disturbed 
Lucy,  even  if  she  could  not  say  it  was  groundless,  this 


criticism  of  Aunt  Celia's.  It  made  the  children  un- 
comfortable and  afraid  to  make  a  move.  Lucy  knew 
she  had  spoiled  them  too  much,  but  doubted  that  that 
hurt  any  more  than  her  sister's  scoldings.  Had  Lucy 
been  blest  with  some  of  Celia's  firmness  in  combination 
with  her  own  loving  unselfish  service,  it  would  have 
been  a  good  thing.  As  it  was,  although  her  children 
helped  as  much  as  the  average  child  does,  it  was  not 
nearly  enough  when  one  considered  how  much  Lucy 
needed  help.  She  washed  the  dishes  thousands  of  times 
when  putting  up  with  growling  would  have  saved  her 
the  task.  When  Aunt  Celia  came,  Lucy  never  washed 
a  dish  or  made  a  bed.  Aunt  Celia  came  to  be  a  sort 
of  a  bugaboo  to  the  children,  just  the  sort  they  needed. 
But  if  she  had  shown  more  love,  she  might  have  ac- 
complished some  permanent  reforms. 

Then  came  the  five  years  during  which  Aunt  Celia 
was  tied  to  nursing  a  sick  husband.  Not  once  did  she 
get  away  to  visit  dear  Lucy.  When  at  last  she  had 
had  to  lay  him  away,  she  came  east  for  a  long,  long 
visit  with  her  sister.  It  was  to  be  so  comforting;  by 
that  time  all  the  petty  quarreling  over  chores  would 
be  over  at  Lucy's,  she  felt  certain.  Celia  had  hated  to 
be  critical  of  her  sister's  flock,  but  the  added  perspective 
she  had,  allowed  her  no  other  course.  She  drew  a  sigh 
of  relief  at  the  prospect  of  visiting  a  family  five  years 
older  and  wiser  than  formerly.  The  two  women  would 
have  lots  of  time  to  sit  on  the  porch  and  chat  and  sew. 

Altoona,  Pa. 


Gifts  Only! 

BY   CHESTER   E.    SHULER 

God  never  sells  anything! 

This  is  sometimes  difficult  to  bear  in  mind — when,  on 
every  hand,  it  seems  someone  is  trying  to  sell  us  some- 
thing. 

God  gives  gifts  only. 

And  what  marvelous  gifts  they  are!  Eternal  life,  for 
instance,  is  the  "gift  of  God"  (Rom.  6:  23).  We  cannot 
possibly  buy  it,  for  it  is  not  for  sale. 

And  there  is  faith — another  gift  of  God  (Eph.  2:  8). 
And  faith  enables  one  to  overcome  the  world.  That 
which  enables  us  to  move  mountains,  to  overcome  ob- 
stacles, to  accomplish  great  things  for  God,  is  given  to 
us  free! 

Then  we  read  of  God's  "unspeakable  gift"  (1  Cor.  9: 
15). 

These  are  some  of  the  greatest  of  his  gifts  to  us.  But 
we  have  other  gifts  on  every  hand — so  common,  so  con- 
stant, that  we  are  in  grave  danger  of  overlooking  them 
entirely.  The  pure  air  we  have  to  breathe.  The  water 
we  enjoy  is  another  gift.  It  is  not  always  free,  but  God 
gives  it  just  the  same,  though  man  charges  for  it  some- 
times. The  beauties  of  nature  everywhere  are  a  gift 
from  God.  So  also  are  the  sun,  the  moon  and  the  stars, 
the  mighty  sky  overhead.  There  are  gifts  and  gifts. 
God  gives  and  gives.  We  receive  and  receive.  Or  do 
we  follow  his  wish  and  give  of  ourselves,  our  talents, 
our  substance,  our  all,  to  advance  the  work  in  which 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  most  interested,  and  for  which 
he  gave  his  very  life? 

"And  .  .  .  remember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
how  he  said,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

Orlando,  Fla. 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


JUVENILE    DELINQUENCY    AND    COMMUNITY  CO-ORDINATION 

(See   also  page  20  for  an  article  by   Garry   Cleveland   Myers) 


Juvenile  Delinquency 

By  Elmer  Brumbaugh,  Ravenna,  Ohio 

J.  Edgar  Hoover,  director  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation,  says  that  over  700,000  mothers  in  the 
United  States  mourn  the  fact  that  their  boys  and  girls, 
all  under  voting  age,  either  are  or  have  been  in  jail,  in 
reformatories,  in  prisons,  or  have  met  death  in  the  elec- 
tric chair  or  by  the  hangman's  rope. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Hagerty,  sociologist  of  Ohio  State  University, 
says,  "In  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  the  criminal  is 
made  in  childhood.  If  the  criminal  does  not  actually 
commit  crime  in  his  youth,  habits  have  been  formed 
which  predetermine  a  criminal  career  for  him.  in  adult 
life,  when  exposed  to  adverse  circumstances."  In  a 
study  made  of  510  men  released  on  parole  from  the 
Massachusetts  Reformatory  the  following  significant  facts 
were  revealed:  Ten  per  cent  of  the  group  had  already 
come  into  conflict  with  school  or  police  authority  at  the 
age  of  ten  years  or  less,  twenty-seven  per  cent  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  or  less,  seventy-seven  per  cent  at 
sixteen  years  or  less.  In  other  words,  in  over  ninety- 
two  per  cent  of  the  group,  conflict  with  regularly  con- 
stituted authority  had  occurred  when  the  boys  were 
eighteen  years  of  age  or  younger.  It  is  estimated  that 
more  than  200,000  boys  and  girls  under  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  are  brought  before  the  juvenile  court  in  our 
nation  each  year.  In  our  small  rural  county  of  less 
than  50,000  population,  143  boys  and  forty-four  girls 
were  brought  into  contact  with  the  juvenile  court.  Six- 
ty-two boys  were  charged  with  stealing,  twenty-three 
with  truancy,  thirty-six  with  being  incorrigible,  nine  as 
runaways,  five  of  sex  offenses  and  eight  with  traffic 
violations.  Three  girls  were  brought  in  for  stealing, 
seven  for  truancy,  fifteen  as  incorrigible,  five  for  run- 
ning away,  thirteen  for  sex  offenses  and  one  for  traf- 
fic violation. 

Naturally  this  brings  up  the  question,  Why  so  much 
juvenile  delinquency  and  youth  crime?  Dr.  Hagerty 
gives  the  following  as  causes:  "Poverty,  child  labor, 
idleness,  broken  homes,  degraded  homes,  crowded  home 
conditions,  mixed  and  confused  homes,  bad  housing  con- 
ditions, slums,  city  living  conditions,  drinking,  gambling, 
gambling  rackets,  poolrooms,  wine  rooms,  public  dance 
halls,  absence  of  playgrounds,  recreation  and  gym- 
nasium facilities,  gang  life,  ignorant  parents,  the  failure 
of  parents  and  children  to  understand  each  other,  racial 
causes,  race  confusion,  feeble-mindedness,  degeneracy, 
criminal  patterns,  school  rigidity,  and  the  inability  of 
the  school  to  adapt  its  work  to  the  individual  child,  poor 
handling  by  police  officers,  untrained  parents,  and  other 
causes  too  numerous  to  mention." 

This  of  course  covers  a  multitude  of  sins.  There  is 
one  other  cause  which  is  not  mentioned  here,  but  which 
is  definitely  outstanding  in  cases  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency, and  that  is  the  lack  of  definite  religious  and 
church  connections.  This  may  be  a  cause,  or  a  result 
of  other  causes,  but  nevertheless  a  high  per  cent  of  the 
juvenile  delinquents  are  not  regular  attendants  of  Sun- 
day school  or  church.  Poor  home  environment  and  un- 
directed leisure  are  without  a  doubt  the  chief  causes  of 


delinquency  and  constitute  the  greatest  problem  for  the 
juvenile  court. 

Growing  public  interest  in  problems  of  delinquency 
and  increased  understanding  of  the  relation  of  environ- 
mental factors  to  delinquency  have  stimulated  efforts  to 
throw  an  increasing  amount  of  responsibility  for  the 
prevention  of  delinquency  away  from  the  court  and 
back  upon  the  community.  Responsibility  for  leader- 
ship in  this  respect  has  been  assumed,  in  a  number  of 
communities,  by  organizations  combining  lay  and  pro- 
fessional representation,  such  as  councils  of  social  agen- 
cies, co-ordinating  councils  and  churches. 

In  one  small  city  in  this  county,  there  has  been  a 
council  organized  called  the  Council  for  the  Prevention 
of  Delinquency.  The  membership  includes  school  super- 
intendents, teachers,  ministers,  college  professors,  WPA 
playground  directors,  police  chief,  mayor,  business  men 
and  others  who  are  interested.  The  council  is  working 
toward  making  the  community  safe  for  children  and  for 
the  study  of  juvenile  delinquency.  A  round  table  dis-: 
cussion  is  being  arranged  to  be  held  soon  in  which  a 
minister,  a  schoolteacher,  a  police  officer,  a  juvenile 
judge,  and  a  cafe  operator  will  take  part.  It  is  hoped 
that  by  such  a  discussion  the  various  points  of  views 
will  be  brought  out. 

In  another  community  when  parents  learned  that 
their  young  people  were  going  to  some  undesirable 
places  in  neighboring  cities,  they  decided  to  investigate 
and  learn  the  reasons.  A  study  revealed  that  the  young 
people  were  not  staying  home  because  there  was  noth- 
ing of  a  recreational  nature  at  all  which  they  could  at- 
tend in  their  home  community.  Interest  was  stirred  up 
in  the  community,  with  the  result  that  business  men 
and  organizations  made  contributions  and  a  recreation 
center  was  set  up  in  an  empty  storeroom.  The  pastors 
of  the  three  churches,  with  the  help  of  their  members, 
are  responsible  for  supervision.  The  center  is  open  six 
nights  a  week.  This  has  proved  to  be  a  great  attraction 
for  the  youth  of  that  community  and  has  definitely 
served  to  reduce  the  juvenile  delinquency  there. 

The  church  should  take  the  lead  in  such  enterprises 
and  give  the  young  people  the  right  direction.  It  seems 
that  this  would  be  an  opportunity  to  put  into  effect 
some  practical  Christian  service. 


What  Is  Character? 

By  Jesse  D.  Reber,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
A  significant  change  is  taking  place  in  public  edu- 
cation as  well  as  in  religious  education.  Not  so  long- 
ago  the  chief  emphasis  in  all  education  was  on  knowl- 
edge, skills,  and  attitudes — knowledge  and  skills  re- 
ceiving by  far  the  greatest  amount  of  attention.  It  was 
assumed  that  if  pupils  were  equipped  with  the  essential 
information  and  were  trained  in  the  necessary  skills, 
social  adjustment  would  automatically  take  place. 
When  we  constructed  our  intelligence  tests  by  which 
we  hoped  to  measure  a  person's  ability,  it  was  largely 
a  matter  of  vocabulary.  If  a  person  was  adept  in 
handling  vocabulary,  we  rated  him  as  having   a  high 
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Intelligence  Quotient,  and,  therefore,  considered  him  as 
a  useful  member  of  society. 

Research  and  experience  have  shown  that  our  judg- 
ment was  at  least  partially  wrong.  The  determining 
factor  in  measuring  the  value  of  an  individual  to  him- 
self and  to  his  fellow  men  lies  much  deeper  than 
knowledge  and  skills.  Knowledge  and  skills  are  neces- 
sary, but  they  are  a  means  rather  than  the  end.  They 
are  the  tools  through  which  the  worth  of  a  person  ex- 
presses itself,  rather  than  being  the  instruments  which 
create  that  worth.  Criminals  use  knowledge  and  skill 
just  as  readily  as  the  most  holy  saint. 

In  view  of  this  disturbing  fact,  education  is  beginning 
to  shift  its  emphasis.  It  is  paying  more  attention  to 
what  has  been  called  character  education.  Not  a  few 
educators  are  realizing  that  if  men  are  going  to  be 
equipped  with  powerful  tools,  some  method  must  be 
found  by  which  they  can  and  will  control  those  tools 
so  that  they  may  bless  rather  than  destroy  mankind. 
But  here  we  come  face  to  face  with  a  dilemma.  No 
one  seems  to  know  just  what  this  force  is.  There  is 
no  clear  and  definite  understanding  of  what  is  meant 
by  character.  Considerable  research  has  been  made, 
but  about  all  that  has  been  discovered  is  the  fact  that 
thib  controlling  force  within  the  person  is  not  what  we 
thought  it  was,  at  least  in  many  cases. 

For  one  thing,  we  have  discovered  that  the  worth  of 
a  person  is  not  always  the  most  fully  expressed  by 
rigidly  adhering  to  long  established  codes  and  sanctions, 
because  these  are  increasingly  irrelevant  in  our  rapidly 
changing  social  scene.  We  no  longer  derive  our  ethi- 
cal and  moral  standards  from  established  authorities, 
such  as  the  church,  the  home,  the  state  ,or  some  philo- 
sophical system.  This  is  of  course  a  disturbing  fact, 
nevertheless,  a  true  one.  And  having  cut  ourselves 
loose  from  such  authorities  we  feel  uneasy  and  uncer- 
tain. It  could  be  assumed  that  this  repudiation  of  es- 
tablished authority  is  the  evil  in  man  expressing  itself. 
But  this  ignores  a  large  portion  of  the  facts.  Many 
codes,  of  a  generation  ago,  especially  as  their  details 
were  worked  out,  just  do  not  fit  the  life  of  1941.  Let 
me  illustrate.  The  other  day  I  saw  an  old  sign  reading, 
"Speed  limit  eight  miles  per  hour."  It  need  not  be 
said  that  no  one  paid  any  attention  to  it.  And  whether 
we  have  gained  or  lost  by  ignoring  these  authorities  is 
not  the  point  here.  We  are  only  pointing  out  that  to  a 
very  large  extent  we  have  repudiated  them;  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  not  a  part  of  the  personality  development 
of  most  of  our  American  youth. 

Another  thing  that  we  have  learned  about  character 
is  that  morality  cannot  be  transmitted  from  father  to 
son  in  the  same  way  that  a  father  passes  the  accumula- 


Important  Books  on  Community  Co-ordination 

(All   in  the  Loan  Library   at  Elgin) 

Your  Community:  Its  Provision  for  Health,  Education, 
Safety,  and  Welfare— Colcord. 

Community  Co-ordination — bimonthly  periodical,  50c 
per  year. 

Community  Schools  in  Action — Clapp.  1939. 

Planning  the  Community  School — N.  L.  Engelhardt  and 
N.  L.  Engelhardt,  Jr.,  1940,  $2.50. 

The  Church  and  Community  Co-ordination — Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious  Education,  1937,  35c.  (New- 
er bulletin  available  within  next  several  months.) 


tion  of  his  wealth  on  to  his  son.  Had  not  Nicodemus 
inherited  all  of  the  Jewish  tradition,  in  addition  to  his 
father's  wealth?  But  Jesus  said  to  him,  "Nicodemus, 
you  must  be  born  again."  The  Great  Teacher  was  thus 
emphasizing  the  fact  that  the  power  by  which  an  indi- 
vidual expresses  the  worth  of  his  person  is  not  only  an 
inward  force,  but  an  inward  force  that  must  be  ac- 
quired by  each  individual  if  he  would  have  it,  because 
the  factors  which  determine  character  are  determined 
by  the  individual's  deeply  personal  responses.  These 
include  all  the  situations  in  which  he  comes  into  sig- 
nificant relations  with  other  persons. 

There  is  still  another  thing  that  has  recently  been 
called  to  our  attention  concerning  character.  Perhaps 
we  knew  it  all  the  time.  The  formation  of  character 
that  meets  the  demands  of  the  modern  world  takes 
place  only  in  social  situations.  We  acquire  the  ability 
of  getting  along  with  other  people,  and  of  exerting  cre- 
ative leadership  only  as  we  go  through  the  experience 
of  participating  in  social  situations,  and  not  by  living  in 
a  vacuum,  or  by  trying  to  remove  ourselves  entirely 
from  the  evils  of  the  world.  This  does  not  imply  com- 
promising with  those  evils.  This  was  one  of  the  things 
which  so  thoroughly  astonished  the  Pharisees  concern- 
ing Jesus.  He  had  learned  how  to  live  in  the  midst  of 
evil  without  being  a  part  of  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
exert  the  kind  of  leadership  that  was  a  direct  challenge 
to  evil.  But  even  Jesus  apparently  could  not  achieve 
his  goal  without  coming  out  of  the  desert  where  he 
had  been  living  with  John. 

To  answer  the  question  raised  in  this  topic  it  might 
be  said  that  character  is  that  power  within  a  person 
which  enables  him  to  respond  to  the  circumstances  of 
his  life  in  such  a  way  that  the  greatest  good  may  be 
realized  for  every  one  involved.  Of  course  there  are 
two  undefined  variables  in  that  definition:  What  is  the 
greatest  good?  What  is  that  power  within  an  indi- 
vidual which  enables  him  to  control  his  responses? 
These  are  number  one  topics  for  consideration  in  char- 
acter education. 


National  Agencies  and  Community  Planning 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Elgin,  Illinois 
The  Problem 
Because  America  has  been  traditionally  a  democracy, 
we  believe  that  the  local  community,  the  local  agency 
itself  should  be  primarily  responsible  for  planning  for 
its  own  welfare.  This  has  been  true  for  church  life,  for 
government,  for  education,  and  other  spheres  of  activity. 

But  national  agencies  spring  into  being,  to  meet  prob- 
lems that  seem  hard  for  local  communities  to  solve 
alone,  and  so  in  every  American  community  there  are 
today  many  organizations  that  are  a  part  of  some  na- 
tional movement  or  organization,  trying  to  carry  out  at 
least  in  part  a  program  that  has  been  outlined  in  a  na- 
tional headquarters  somewhere. 

Someone  in  a  position  to  know  said  recently  that 
there  are  over  four  hundred  national  character  building 
agencies  in  America  today.  The  number  of  denomina- 
tions alone — if  one  wants  to  look  at  church  life  sepa- 
rately— rose  from  212  to  270  during  the  depression  years. 
Nathaniel  Peffer,  speaking  for  the  educational  world  a 
few  years  ago,  said  there  were  176  national  educational 
agencies.  When  one  counts  the  national  agencies  for 
recreation,     health,     unemployment     and     saving     de- 
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mocracy  it  is  easy  to  think  that  four  hundred  is  a  low 
estimate  for  the  number  of  welfare  agencies  in  America. 
Many  of  these  are  trying  to  launch  programs  in  local 
communities. 

Up  to  a  certain  point  it  has  been  good  to  have  many 
and  diverse  organizations  in  the  community  and  nation 
planning  for  human  welfare.  But  in  the  current  decade, 
we  are  coming  to  realize  as  a  nation  and  as  communi- 
ties that  too  many  agencies  can  themselves  create  prob- 
lems that  need  to  be  solved! 

(a)  In  the  average  community  there  are  not  enough 
good  leaders  to  supply  all  of  the  organizations  that  need 
help.  Good  leaders  therefore  have  conflicting  and  over- 
heavy  workloads  to  carry. 

(b)  In  spite  of  our  numerous  organizations  in  the  com- 
munity, we  have  failed  during  the  last  ten  years  to 
solve  our  unemployment  problem,  our  poverty,  and  the 
problem  of  our  army  of  youth  looking  for  adequate 
outlets  for  living.  Over  a  longer  period  of  time,  we 
have  failed  to  solve  our  crime  problem.  Our  divorce 
rate  stands  at  the  top  in  the  world  list. 

(c)  In  some  communities,  the  time  and  interest  of 
certain  persons  are  being  competitively  sought  by  dif- 
ferent organizations,  while  at  the  same  time  there  are 
many  other  persons — those  most  in  need  of  help  who 
are  not  identified  with  a  single  welfare  organization  in 
the  community.  For  example,  a  certain  town  that  had 
been  priding  itself  on  reaching  the  needy  boys  in  the 
community  through  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  found  that  only  2% 
were  actually  enrolled,  and  that  these  were  the  boys 
who  were  already  above  average  in  their  good  home 
life,  going  to  Sunday  school  and  church,  attending  camp, 
and  having  other  educational  opportunities. 

What  Can  We  Do  About  It? 

Several  possible  attitudes  can  be  taken.  We  may  say, 
"Let  each  agency  go  ahead  and  do  its  best;  and  the  law 
of  survival  of  the  fittest  will  prevail."  But  there  are  im- 
portant far-reaching  forces  at  work  in  the  world  that 
make  such  an  attitude  a  dangerous  one.  The  number  of 
totalitarian  states  across  the  waters  causes  us  to  stop. 
People  who  visited  Germany  before  the  war  say  that 
the  people  were  reconciled  to  governmental  control  be- 
cause they  had  failed  to  achieve  security  and  happiness 
under  a  free  government. 

It  cannot  be  said  too  seriously  here  that  the  next  few 
years  in  America  may  see  the  taking  over  of  problems 
of  human  welfare,  not  by  a  co-operative  planning  of  the 
nongovernmental  agencies  in  the  community  and  na- 
tion, but  by  the  government  itself.  Already  long  steps 
have  been  taken  nationally  in  this  direction  that  are 
not  apparent  to  us  in  our  everyday  life.  There  are  dif- 
fering opinions  both  within  and  without  the  church  as 
to  how  helpful  governmental  assistance  has  been  in  the 
last  ten  pears.  But,  whether  it  is  liked  or  not,  evidences 
point  at  this  moment  to  an  increasing  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  government  in  every  phase  of  human  wel- 
fare planning.  It  is  not  only  the  churches  who  have 
something  at  stake.  All  privately  supported  welfare 
and  educational  agencies  are  in  the  same  dilemma.  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  recreation  groups — even  our  pub- 
lic schools — are  involved.  The  public  schools  of  Amer- 
ica, although  supported  by  governmental  funds,  have  al- 
ways been  relatively  free  to  chart  their  own  course 
apart  from  governmental  interference.  There  are  pos- 
sibilities that  this  may  cease  to  be  true,  within  the  next 
few  months. 


So  what  can  the  churches  do?  What  can  any  of  the 
nongovernmental  agencies  do?  Those  close  up  to  gov- 
ernmental planning  say  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  private 
agencies  to  share  in  guiding  the  common  good,  but  we 
must  be  alert  to  the  opportunity.  We  can  keep  our- 
selves free  from  being  organized  as  a  part  of  the  gov- 
ernmental program  in  the  community  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  informed,  interested,  and  both  constructive- 
ly and  destructively  critical  as  the  occasion  may  de- 
mand. Every  pastor  and  other  interested  church  leader 
would  do  well  to  read  The  Church  and  Community  Co- 
ordination, and  to  watch  for  another  new  leaflet  on  the 
same  subject  that  will  likely  be  available  in  a  month  or 
two.  Within  the  next  three  months  there  will  also  be 
available  a  list  of  books  and  magazine  articles  dealing 
with  the  problem.    Watch  for  them. 


What  Do  We  Mean  by  Community  Co-ordination? 

By  S.  C.  Miller,  Elgin,  Illinois 

In  the  present  form  of  American  life  every  commun- 
ity presents  a  multiplicity  of  organizations,  each  hav- 
ing a  desire  to  better  the  life  of  all  its  members.  If 
you  will  observe  your  own  community  you  will  dis- 
cover several  churches,  several  civic  organizations,  sev- 
eral patriotic  organizations,  several  education  clubs, 
several  fraternal  organizations,  and  a  great  variety  of 
independent  organizations,  each  pressing  its  claim  for 
time,  money  and  recognition. 

In  one  small  community  of  4,000  population  six  hun- 
dred organizations  existed  with  various  degrees  of  suc- 
cess. We  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  that  this  is  too 
large  or  too  small  a  number  of  organizations  for  any 
given  community.  If  they  are  competitive,  the  number 
is  too  large  and,  by  the  law  of  survival  of  the  fittest,  in 
time  the  number  will  be  reduced.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, often  some  of  the  most  valuable  are  forced  out 
of  existence,  and  some  of  the  least  valuable  become  the 
dominating  force  within  the  community.  This  law, 
then,  is  not  a  safe  determining  factor  to  be  permitted 
to  serve  as  a  controlling  force  in  any  community. 

A  community  becomes  a  desirable  place  to  live,  if  life 
and  property  are  properly  protected,  if  people  can  earn 
a  good  living  under  favorable  conditions  of  work,  if 
there  are  facilities  favorable  to  the  promotion  of  health, 
happiness  and  the  moral  well-being  of  the  entire  fam- 
ily, and  if  there  are  proper  facilities  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  full  appreciation  of  the  spiritual  values  of 
life. 

Organizations  in  the  main  are  self-centered.  They 
persist  in  prolonging  their  existence  at  any  cost,  which 
means  that  often  they  compel  a  community  to  sacri- 
fice its  best  interest  for  the  sake  of  the  organization. 
The  leaders  in  this  case  make  the  impossible  claim  that 
their  organization  is  adequate  to  meet  all  the  commun- 
ity needs.  This  is  a  totalitarian  claim  and  carries  with 
it  the  danger  of  forcing  a  narrow  life  pattern  upon  the 
people  who  must  submit  to  it. 

Good  community  co-ordination  makes  possible  the 
existence  of  widely  divergent  viewpoints  and  at  the 
same  time  properly  provides  for  the  welfare  of  the 
entire  community.  Twenty-five  churches  can  do  more 
effective  work  when  they  unit  in  providing  week  day 
religious  instruction  for  all  the  children  than  they  can 
when  they  enter  into  a  competitive  campaign  for  at- 
tendance where  each  tries  to  outdo  the  other  in  a  three 
weeks  campaign  for  a  rally  day  attendance. 
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Nine  civic  clubs  in  a  city  will  do  a  greater  service 
for  the  children  if  the  Lions  Club  devotes  its  welfare 
work  to  helping  the  blind,  the  Kiwanis  Club  to  tonsil- 
lectomy, the  Town  Club  to  the  shoe  fund,  the  Fidiliter 
Club  to  providing  milk  for  undernourished  children, 
than  if  each  club  suddenly  decides  to  scatter  Christmas 
baskets  among  the  needy  or  if  nine  clubs  devote  their 
attention  to  three  needy  families. 

A  prerequisite  for  good  co-operation  is  an  under- 
standing of  the  motives  and  objectives  of  each  organi- 
zation and  a  sympathetic  approach  toward  an  equit- 
able distribution  of  community  needs  and  responsibil- 
ities among  all  of  them. 

Good  community  co-ordination  means  that  organiza- 
tions recognize  each  others'  strength  and  are  willing 
that  the  combined  strength  of  all  of  them  may  be  used 
for  community  welfare.  The  starting  point  for  such 
an  achievement  is  a  group  of  a  few  broad-minded 
and  public-spirited  citizens  who  are  willing  to  work 
through  the  organizations  which  they  represent,  to  the 
end  that  all  welfare  work,  philanthropy  and  goodwill 
service  may  be  done  through  an  orderly  procedure  for 
constructive  purposes.  If  the  ministerial  association 
consists  of  broad-minded  men  that  would  be  the  proper 
starting  point.  If  they  are  not,  then  some  other  group 
must  do  what  should  properly  be  done  by  them. 

Good- co-operation  does  not  mean  a  super-organiza- 
tion which  becomes  a  dominating  directing  force.  It 
means  an  understanding  which  brings  a  willingness  to 
work  together.  It  is  an  impelling  force  from  within 
rather  than  a  compelling  force  from  without. 


ADULT    DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Our  Sunday-school  Literature 
Scripture:     Deut.  6:  4-9 

Sunday,  January  26 

I.  The  Situation 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  owns,  free  of  debt,  an 
up-to-date  publishing  house  located  at  Elgin,  Illinois. 
It  is  controlled  by  a  board  of  directors  which  is  identical 
in  personnel  with  the  General  Mission  Board.  All 
profits  go  to  missions.  In  addition  to  the  physical  plant 
a  staff  of  editors  is  employed  to  prepare  literature  for 
the  church.  No  small  part  of  this  output  is  the  Sunday- 
school  publications. 

There  are  quarterlies  for  pupils  of  all  ages,  a  monthly 
for  teachers,  story  papers  for  the  various  age  groups, 
graded  lessons,  and  materials  for  various  needs.  Not  all 
churches  use  our  Brethren  literature.  Some  say  other 
literature  is  cheaper.  Some  say  they  feel  the  need  of 
different  teaching  helps  such  as  stories  and  illustrations. 

Shall  Brethren  churches  .use  any  literature  they  may 
find  convenient  or  shall  they  consistently  use  our  own? 

II.  Reasons  Why  Brethren  Churches  Should  Use  Breth- 
ren Sunday-school  Literature 

1.  Because  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  responsible 
for  effective  Christian  teaching.  The  nature  and  quality 
of  the  Sunday-school  literature  used  is  highly  impor- 
tant. 

2.  Because  Brethren  literature  is  good  literature  using 
the  Bible  intelligently  and  helpfully. 

3.  Because  our  literature  presents  the  practical  view 
of  Christianity  so  dear  to  Brethren. 


4.  Because  its  use  gives  strength  through  unification 
of  thought  and  action  within  the  brotherhood. 

5.  Because  Brethren  literature  is  prepared  with  Breth- 
ren people  in  mind  and  expresses  specific  and  vital  de- 
nominational emphases. 

6.  Because  we  are  Brethren  and  we  want  to  promote 
our  heritage  and  message. 

7.  Because  we  endanger  our  interest  in  the  church  if 
we  cut  ourselves  off  from  our  literature. 

8.  Because  a  regular  use  of  our  Brethren  literature 
strengthens  fellowship  and  loyalty. 

9.  Because  there  can  be  no  Brethren  publications 
without  Brethren  support. 

10.  Because  Brethren  literature  provides  good  read- 
ing matter  at  nominal  cost. 

11.  Because  buying  our  own  church  literature  from 
our  own  Brethren  Publishing  House  aids  in  the  financ- 
ing of  our  own  church  program.  The  profits  go  to  world 
missions  and  ministerial  relief. 

III.  What  Will  Our  Church  Do? 

1.  Use  any  literature  for  which  there  is  a  personal 
preference? 

2.  Decide  to  use  Brethren  literature? 

3.  Order  through  Brethren  Publishing  House  such 
supplementary  materials  as  may  be  desired? 

4.  Offer  direct  to  the  Publishing  House  such  construc- 
tive suggestions  as  may  seem  advisable? 

5.  Help  teachers  and  pupils  to  understand  the  prob- 
lems involved  in  using  or  not  using? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


West  Virginia  Board  Activities 

Two  members  of  the  Ministerial  Board,  one  from  the 
Mission  Board,  one  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion and  one  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Child 
Rescue  Home  met  with  the  Old  Furnace  congregation 
and  effected  the  organization  of  the  Wiley  Ford  congre- 
gation, which  was  originally  a  part  of  the  Old  Furnace 
congregation. 

From  here  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  1  the  Ministerial 
Board  went  to  the  Tear  Coat  church  and  licensed  Bro. 
Stahley  Sowers  to  preach. 

Truly  the  harvest  is  great  but  the  laborers  are  few. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.  Emra  T.  Fike, 

Secretary  Ministerial  Board. 


Grandmother  Schwann's  Homegoing 

Mother  fell  asleep  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  9,  1940.  She 
had  long  awaited  her  summons  and  when  the  end  came 
she  went  gladly,  unafraid  and  with  joy. 

Margaret  Spohn  was  her  maiden  name.  She  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1853  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  and  was  87 
years,  1  month  and  4  days  old  at  death.  At  seven 
years  she  was  kindly  taken  into  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Barkey  where  she  later  met  and  married 
Harrison  M.  Schwalm.  Soon  thereafter  they  became 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  Father 
Schwalm  was  soon  elected  to  the  ministry.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  union,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity. 

Those  were  pioneer  days  in  Indiana  without  modern 
conveniences  and  without  labor-saving  devices.     Moth- 
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er's  life  therefore  was  one  of  most  fatiguing  labor  and 
of  sacrifice.  She  shared  with  her  husband  both  the 
labor  and  sacrifice  involved  in  the  work  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  church.  The  earliest  memories  of  the  writer 
of  this  sketch  go  back  to  days  when  father  made  long 
journeys  through  deep  muddy  roads  with  a  team  of 
horses  to  preach  funerals,  and  to  do  other  church  work, 
while  mother  stayed  by  the  "stuff"  at  home  managing 
a  household  of  growing  children  and  doing  the  chores 
that  seemed  endless. 

Evenings  at  home  found  father  reading — the  Bible, 
the  Messenger,  or  the  Tribune,  or  perchance  Gish  Fund 
books — and  mother  was  mending  or  darning  socks  for 
restless  boys  and  girls.  Mother's  life  was  largely  lived 
within  a  radius  of  seven  miles  of  Wakarusa,  Ind.  Her 
life  interests  gathered  around  two  focal  points — her 
home  and  her  church.  She  loved  her  family,  her  Bible, 
her  church  and  her  Lord.  By  nature  shy  and  retiring, 
she  felt  ill  at  ease  in  large  cities  and  among  strangers. 
She  was  happiest  at  home  with  her  family  or  in  the 
home  church.  Being  practically  blind  during  the  last 
few  years  of  her  life,  she  was  glad  to  have  someone 
read  to  her  from  her  Bible  or  other  religious  literature. 
Her  home-going  was  a  magnificent  example  of  trium- 
phant faith,  proclaiming  in  her  last  hours  that  her  ex- 
perience was  "wonderful  and  such  a  joy." 

Mother  was  preceded  in  death  by  all  her  eight  broth- 
ers and  sisters;  by  her  husband,  Elder  H.  M.  Schwalm; 
and  by  her  two  sons,  Harvey  and  Samuel.  Six  chil- 
dren remain;  Mrs.  Elmer  Bowers,  New  Paris,  Ind.;  Mrs. 
Elmer  Eby,  Wakarusa,  Ind.;  Vernon,  McPherson,  Kans.; 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Pletcher,  Wakarusa,  Ind.;  Mrs.  George  Phil- 
lips, Elkhart,  Ind.;  and  Arthur  of  Wakarusa,  Ind.  There 
are  also  twenty-five  grandchildren  and  thirty-two  great- 
grandchildren. 

Thus  there  goes  to  rest  one  who  was  a  faithful  wife 
and  a  grand  Christian  mother.  The  memory  of  her  life 
will  enrich  the  life  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  those 
who  knew  her. 

McPherson,  Kans.  V.  F.  Schwalm. 


Twenty-eight  are  shown  in  the  group,  Bro.  Carl 
Schulsze,  the  photographer,  being  out  of  the  picture. 
Those  shown  are  as  follows,  beginning  at  the  reader's 
left  with  those  seated:  Groth,  Harley,  Moyer,  B.  F. 
Waltz  (teacher),  Pittenger,  Rosenberger;  standing,  also 
reader's  left  to  right:  Miller,  Kreider,  Ertel,  Ronck, 
Howard  Shugard,  Frank  Jester,  Pitzer,  Marcy,  Piel, 
Carmine,  Henry  Shugard,  Paul  Shugard,  Bender,  Hoo- 
ver, Roach,  Fisher,  Brack,  Morton,  Miller,  Paul  Waltz, 
Paramore,  Taylor. 


Men's  Bible  Class,  Germantown 

Our  picture  shows  the  Men's  Bible  Class  in  the  Ger- 
mantown church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  as  it  appeared  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  December,  when  it  had  increased 
from  a  small  beginning  until  twenty-nine  were  present. 


Women's  Work  of  Northern  Iowa.  Minnesota  and 
South  Dakota 

The  women's  organization  of  Northern  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota and  South  Dakota  met  in  the  Lewiston,  Minn., 
church  for  their  annual  meeting  during  the  time  the 
district  conference  was  in  session. 

Women  from  all  churches  of  our  large  district  were 
present  to  enjoy  the  splendid  inspirational  meeting  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  During  this  hour  the  women's 
chorus  sang  two  numbers  under  the  direction  of  our 
president,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mathis. 

During  the  business  session  the  treasurer  reported 
that  our  national  quota  was  paid  and  that  $200  had  been 
sent  to  our  college  at  McPherson  and  $200  to  our  dis- 
trict mission  board.  Large  amounts  of  clothing  have 
been  sent  for  relief.  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
Bethany  Hospital  have  been  remembered  with  canned 
goods  and  furnishings  for  different  rooms.  Also  a  large 
amount  of  the  women's  earnings  have  gone  to  help  in 
the  home  churches. 

Since  conference,  we  have  had  three  sub-district 
meetings.  These  were  well  attended  for  many  women 
were  able  to  be  present  who  could  not  attend  the  dis- 
trict meeting.  Mrs.  Dan  West  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  each  of  these  places  and  her  splendid  messages  will 
not  be  forgotten.  Mrs.  West  held  the  attention  and 
deep  interest  of  all  who  were  privileged  to  hear  her. 
The  women  are  eager  for  Mrs.  West  to  return  at  some 
future  time. 

These  subdistrict  meetings  were  financed  by  free- 
will offerings.  They  proved  to  be  more  than  self-sup- 
porting. 

Mae  Albright, 

Eldora,  Iowa.  Secretary-Treasurer.  . 
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No  One  to  Say  Christmas  Gift  To 

Three  years  ago  this  morning  when  I  awoke  the  first 
word  I  uttered  was,  "Christmas  gift  to  you!"  This  I 
said  to  the  dear  loved  one  who  was  by  my  side. 

But  this  morning  that  place  was  empty.  My  heart 
throbbed.  The  tears  trickled  down  my  cheeks  as  I  re- 
called revered  memories. 

But  just  then  I  turned  to  the  picture.  I  did  have 
someone  to  say  Christmas  gift  to.  This  One  was  my 
heavenly  Father.  He  has  been  giving  me  gifts  and  has 
blessed  me  for  seventy  years.  I  thank  him  for  the 
wonderful  heritage  that  was  handed  down  to  me  by  my 
Christian  father  and  mother.  I  thank  him  that  ours  is 
still  a  Christian  land,  and  that  we  are  still  at  peace.  I 
thank  him  for  health  and  a  living.  I  thank  him  for  the 
church  and  its  progress. 

I  ask  him  to  give  me  more  love  for  my  fellow  men. 
Remember  that  we  always  have  One  who  loves  us,  One 
to  whom  we  can  be  grateful  for  the  perfect  Christmas 
Gift.  For  what  was  more  a  gift  than  God's  only  Son? 
It  is  his  coming  that  we  ought  to  celebrate,  rather  than 
think  of  so  many  things  of  a  worldly  nature. 

Christmas  Gift  to  God. 

Roanoke,  Va.  W.  P.  Crumpacker. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Klemm-Gangwer. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Wal- 
ter Klemm  of  Elkhart  and  Mildred  Gangwer  of  Fort  Wayne,  Nov. 
23,   1940.— Buryl  E.  Hoover,  Wawaka,  Ind. 

Riggs-Sommers. — Marvin  Bishop  Riggs  and  Sadie  Elizabeth 
Sommers,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  Sept.  14,  1940. — Warren 
D.  Bowman,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Shiplett-Siple. — Lester  Dwight  Shiplett  and  Camilla  Margaret 
Siple,  at  the  Washington  City  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  the 
undersigned,  Nov.  21,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Weimer-Proffitt. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Oscar  Ritenour  Weimer  and  Celestra 
Alice  Proffitt,  Nov.  5,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington, 
D.   C. 

Younger-Potter. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Harry  Leonard  Younger  and  Elizabeth 
Marguerite  Potter,  Nov.  2,  1940. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Carroll,  Alice  Leedy,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Christina  Leedy, 
was  born  Feb.  17,  1875,  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  and  passed  away  on 
Nov.  18,  1940,  at  her  home.  On  Feb.  8,  1894,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Angus  Carroll.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children. 
Besides  her  husband  and  six  children  she  leaves  three  sisters, 
three  brothers,  eight  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
While  yet  a  girl  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  faithful  and  loving  wife  and 
mother,  and  will  be  deeply  missed  in  the  church,  particularly  in 
the  aid  society.  Her  great  desire  was  to  be  at  peace  with  every- 
one. Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Pleasant  View 
church  by  Pastor  C.  R.  Bowman,  assisted  by  Bro.  I.  C.  Paul.  In- 
terment was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Glenn  Cool,  Lima, 
Ohio. 

Cripe,  Sister  Elizabeth  Cripe,  was  born  July  15,  1847,  in  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Inbody. 
She  died  at  her  home  on  Nov.  12,  following  a  four  days'  illness. 
Sister  Cripe  had  been  a  member  of  the  west  side  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many  years.  To  her  many  friends  she  was  known 
as  "Mommy  Cripe,"  a  woman  of  jovial  disposition.  Surviving 
are  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  Goshen,  six  grandchildren 
and  thirteen  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  West  Goshen  church  with  Bro.  M.  D.  Stutsman  officiating. 
Burial  was  in  the  West  Goshen  cemetery. — Mrs.  Mina  Ganger, 
Goshen,  Ind. 


Curtis,  Susan  Landon,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Hin- 
kle  Landon,  was  born  in  Mercer  County,  Mo.,  on  Dec.  28,  1868, 
and  passed  away  on  Dec.  17,  1940.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  After  her  marriage  to  Albert  K.  Curtis  on  June 
26,  1887,  they  moved  to  Scott  County  in  western  Kansas.  There 
both  Brother  and  Sister  Curtis  became  active  members  of  the 
Prairie  View  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Later  they  lived  in  Oregon 
for  a  few  years,  and  from  there  they  moved  to  McPherson  in  1910. 
Mrs.  Curtis  is  survived  by  five  children,  seven  grandchildren  and 
two  sisters.  Three  children  and  her  husband  preceded  her  in 
death.  Sister  Curtis  was  a  faithful  wife  and  mother.  A  devout 
member  of  the  McPherson  church  for  thirty  years,  she  gave  un- 
stintingly  to  its  work.  She  took  unusual  care  to  speak  no  ill  of 
her  fellow  men.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  McPher- 
son church  with  Pastor  Bernard  N.  King  and  Pres.  V.  F.  Schwalm 
of  the  college  in  charge.  Burial  was  in  the  McPherson  cemetery. 
— Bernard  N.   King,   McPherson,  Kans. 

Foster,  Mary  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Benton  County,  Mo.,  74 
years  ago,  and  passed  away  on  Nov.  30.  She  came  to  Oklahoma 
in  1905,  settling  near  Cushing.  Early  in  life  she  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  aged 
husband,  John  B.  Foster,  three  daughters,  one  son,  nine  grand- 
children and  seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  home  by  Rev.  Lester  Judd,  pastor  of  the  Freewill 
Baptist  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Big  Creek  cemetery. — Abbie 
S.  Pote,  Ripley,  Okla. 

George,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Piper,  was  born 
on  March  26,  1862,  at  Steward,  111.,  and  passed  away  on  Nov.  25, 
1940.  She  was  married  to  Ira  B.  George  on  Dec.  25,  1890.  Mr. 
George  preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  three  children,  five 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  held  on  Nov.  28  at  Hick's  funeral  home,  conducted  by  the 
pastor,  Bro.  S.  L.  Cover.  Interment  was  in  the  Ashton  cemetery. 
— Nina  Pfoutz,  Franklin  Grove,  111. 

Greenwood,  Carolyn  Rose,  five-day-old  infant  daughter  of  Bro. 
Edd  and  Sister  Lona  Greenwood,  passed  away  on  Sept.  27,  1940. 
Funeral  services  were  at  the  Big  Creek  church  in  charge  of  Bro. 
R.  A.  Byerly.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by.  Surviving 
are  the  parents,  four  sisters  and  two  brothers. — Abbie  S.  Pote, 
Ripley,  Okla. 

Henricks,  Lewis  Harvey,  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Hen- 
ricks,  was  born  on  May  6,  1873,  in  Marion  County,  Ind.,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Indianapolis  on  Dec.  10,  1940.  His  health  began  to 
fail  about  ten  years  ago.  In  September  of  1939  he  had  one  limb 
amputated  just  below  the  knee.  After  his  recovery  from  this 
his  health  seemed  to  be  very  good  until  last  September.  He  suf- 
fered much  during  the  past  few  weeks,  but  bore  it  patiently  and 
said  he  was  ready  to  go.  On  March  6,  1927,  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  which  he  continued  until  death.  The 
survivors  are  the  widow,  two  sons,  five  daughters,  seven  grand- 
children, a  brother  and  a  sister.  Services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Floral  Park  cemetery  of  this  city. — 
Frank  E.  Hay,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Morrison,  Leah  Katherine,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Morri- 
son, of  near  Helmsburg,  Ind.,  was  born  Feb.  27,  1908,  and  died  at 
the  Methodist  hospital  in  Indianapolis,  on  Nov.  30,  1940.  She  had 
been  suffering  for  several  weeks  with  severe  headaches,  but 
through  unusual  courage  she  continued  teaching  school  in  Rens- 
selaer where  she  had  been  employed  since  Aug.  29.  On  the  night 
of  Nov.  19  she  came  home  to  spend  her  vacation.  She  was  very 
jolly  at  the  time  although  she  was  suffering  almost  constant 
pain.  From  that  day  until  her  death  she  spent  most  of  her  time 
searching  for  relief  from  her  illness,  which  was  finally  pro- 
nounced to  be  brain  tumor.  She  leaves,  besides  her  parents  and 
an  aged  grandfather,  many  relatives  and  friends  who  will  miss 
her  in  the  activities  of  the  community.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  having  been  baptized  June  27,  1927. 
Not  living  close  to  the  church  of  her  choice,  she  was  active  in 
church  work  at  Helmsburg  and  held  various  offices  from  time 
to  time.  Her  work  was  greatly  appreciated.  In  June  of  last 
summer  she  received  her  B.  S.  degree  from  Indiana  University 
and  was  especially  prepared  for  primary  work.  Some  years 
earlier  she  graduated  from  Teachers'  College  in  Indianapolis  and 
had  also  received  credit  in  art  work  taken  at  John  Herron  and  at 
Winona  Lake.  Katherine  had  taught  nine  years  in  Indiana. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Helmsburg  Methodist  church 
by  Rev.  Charles  Johnson  and  Bro.  Frank  E.  Hay  of  Indianapolis. 
Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Ridge  cemetery. — Frank  E.  Hay,  Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

Ott,  Amanda  Heckler,  was  born  April  16,  1890,  and  died  Sept.  18, 
1940.  Sister  Ott  was  partially  paralyzed  eleven  years  ago,  but 
she  was  able  to  maintain  a  cheerfulness  that  was  an  inspiration  to 
all  who  came  into  her  presence.  In  addition  to  her  husband  and 
five  children,  she  is  survived  by  two  brothers  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Maple  Spring  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  of  which  Sister  Ott  was  a  member.  Brethren  M.  J. 
Weaver  of  Lancaster  and  W.  K.  Kulp  officiated  at  the  services, 
assisted  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Geary.  Interment  was  in  the  Richland 
Township  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Stutzman,  Carol  Ann,  infant  daughter  of  Wendell  and  Cather- 
ine Stutzman,  died  when  two  days  old.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Henderson  funeral  home  in  Johnstown  by  Bro. 
J.  M.  Geary,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  of  the  Walnut  Grove 
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church.     Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Spring  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  M. 
Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Swiharl,  Ezra  Judson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  T.  Swihart, 
was- born  in  Noble  County,  Ind.,  67  years  ago.  His  death  occurred 
on  Nov.  15,  1940,  two  weeks  after  undergoing  an  appendectomy. 
Mr.  Swihart  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Brethren  Church. 
His  wife  passed  away  on  June  30,  1940.  He  had  been  an  em- 
ployee of  the  Elkhart  County  highway  department  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  the  oldest  member  of  the  highway  department  in 
point  of  service.  Surviving  are  ten  children,  twenty-three  grand- 
children, three  great-grandchildren,  one  sister  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  West  Goshen  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  with  Brethren  D.  W.  Hostetler  and  B.  E.  Kesler  offi- 
ciating. Burial  was  in  the  West  Goshen  cemetery. — Mrs.  Mina 
Ganger,  Goshen,   Ind. 

Thomson,  Mary  Elizabeth  Long,  was  born  Sept.  19,  1855,  at 
Richmond,  Ind.  She  was  married  to  John  Wilson  Thomson  on 
Jan.  8,  1877.  Five  children  were  born  into  the  home,  the  son 
dying  in  infancy.  The  family  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond 
until  about  twenty  years  ago  when  they  moved  to  Indianapolis. 
More  than  fifty  years  ago  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  Four  Mile  church  south  of  Richmond.  After 
moving  to  Indianapolis  she  transferred  her  membership  to  this 
place.  She  was  always  industrious,  generous  and  kind,  loyal 
to  her  family  and  to  the  church.  It  was  her  pleasure  to  do  acts 
of  kindness  to  others,  especially  to  the  sick.  She  attended  church 
and  Sunday  school  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  8,  1940,  and  became  ill 
during  the  night.  She  was  anointed  on  Dec.  10.  Surviving  are 
the  husband  and  four  daughters.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer,  and  burial  was  in  the  Memorial  Park  ceme- 
tery east  of  Indianapolis. — Frank  E.   Hay,   Indianapolis,   Ind. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


Florida 
Tampa. — On  Dec.  15  we  had  a  very  good  attendance  at  Sunday 
school.  The  enrollment  now  numbers  ninety-five.  Bro.  J.  Elbert 
Reish  of  the  Sunnyland  church  and  Bro.  A.  D.  Crist  of  Tampa 
were  present  that  day  for  a  special  service.  Bro.  Reish  ordained 
Bro.  Westheaffer  into  the  ministry,  and  all  present  extended  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship.  Bro.  Crist  of  Tampa  licensed  Bro. 
Geo.  A.  McDaniel  for  one  year,  and  Sister  S.  W.  Bail  was  li- 
censed to  the  ministry.  It  was  a  very  spiritual  meeting.  We  are 
very  glad  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  McDaniel,  who  are  making 
their  home  here  and  are  much  interested  in  the  work. — Mrs. 
George  S.   Summeralls,   Arcadia,  Fla.,  Dec.   17. 

Illinois 
.  Franklin  Grove. — On  Oct.  13  one  was  baptized  in  the  morning 
and  communion  was  held  in  the  evening.  The  other  churches 
recently  joined  us  in  listening  to  an  informative  lecture  by 
Norma  Brown  of  the  National  Forum  on  Our  Civic  and  Social 
Relations  and  Obligations.  Our  annual  Thanksgiving  supper 
was  held  on  Nov.  27,  with  a  scramble  meal,  followed  by  a  good 
program.  Sixty  dollars  was  raised  for  home  missions.  A  union 
Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  which  our  church  took  part. 
The  mite  box  opening  was  held  on  Dec.  4  with  a  splendid  pro- 
gram. Besides  regular  offerings,  we  have  given  one  offering  for 
our  seminary,  one  for  the  Brethren  Home,  one  for  relief  and  two 
for  missions.  Bible  Sunday  was  observed  on  Dec.  8.  We  are 
planning  a  Christmas  program  for  Dec.  22. — Nina  Pfoutz,  Frank- 
lin Grove,   111.,  Dec.   18. 

Walnut  Grove. — The  play,  Early  American,  was  given  the  last 
Sunday  in  October  to  a  full  house.  In  October  the  women  of  the 
church  met  in  the  church  basement  to  can  apples  for  our  barrel 
for  the  Bethany  hospital.  The  apples  were  donated  and  a  mer- 
chant from  Parkersburg  took  the  barrel  free  of  charge  to  Chi- 
cago as  he  went  with  a  load  of  produce.  On  Nov.  9  the  dis- 
trict ministerial  meeting  was  held  here.  That  night  we  had  our 
communion  with  forty-one  present.  Bro.  Edgar  Rothrock,  who 
was  in  this  vicinity  visiting  relatives,  brought  us  two  inspiring 
messages  on  Nov.  10.  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  the 
church  on  Thanksgiving  morning.  At  this  time  Brother  and 
Sister  G.  H.  Ridgely  were  installed  in  the  deacon's  office.  The 
play,  A  Gift  for  the  Christ  Child,  will  be  given  on  Dec.  22.  The 
children  of  the  Sunday  school  decided  that  they  would  send  the 
cost  of  their  usual  Christmas  treat  to  the  funds  for  children  in 
China.  The  Messenger  is  going  into  100  per  cent  of  our  homes. — 
Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing,  Calhoun,  111.,  Dec.  19. 

Indiana 
West  Goshen. — Because  of  an  infantile  paralysis  epidemic  our 
harvest  meeting  was  postponed  until  Nov.  10,  when  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger  of  North  Manchester  was  the  speaker  at  both  forenoon 
and  afternoon  services.  Bro.  Winger  stayed  with  us  for  two 
weeks  to  preach  each  evening.  Bro.  Homer  Weldy  of  Nappanee 
led  the  song  services.  We  were  pleased  to  have  so  many  neigh- 
boring churches  represented  with  special  numbers  of  music.  Bro. 
Winger  preached  heart-searching  messages.  Eleven  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church,  nine  by  baptism  and  two  by  former  bap- 
tism. They  ranged  in  age  from  children  to  an  aged  mother.  Sev- 
eral were  heads  of  families.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is 
good;   about  three  hundred  are  in  attendance  almost  every  Sun- 


day. The  Sunday  school  is  planning  to  send  out  baskets  of  food 
and  gift  boxes  to  the  needy,  sick  and  aged  of  the  community  at 
Christmas  time.  The  missionary  society  has  planned  to  go  to 
the  homes  of  the  sick  and  shut-ins  to  give  programs  and  bring 
cheer  at  this  Christmas  time.  On  Dec.  8  Bro.  M.  D.  Stutsman 
brought  a  missionary  message,  after  which  an  offering  was  lifted 
for  missionary  work.  Our  relief  offering  for  the  month  of  No- 
vember was  $50.16.  On  Dec.  15  Robert  M.  Friedmann,  a  Jewish 
German  refugee,  spoke  during  the  Christian  Workers  hour  on  A 
Religious  Interpretation  of  Recent  European  History,  and  de- 
livered a  sermon  during  the  worship  hour.  Mr.  Friedmann  and 
his  family  are  being  supported  by  the  two  churches  of  Goshen 
until  they  can  be  located.  On  Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  will 
be  given. — Mrs.  Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Dec.   19. 

While  Branch. — At  the  recent  council  meeting  held  on  Dec.  6 
Bro.  Carl  Hilbert  was  re-elected  pastor.  On  Dec.  15  the  Willing 
Workers  class  met  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Carl  Hil- 
bert. A  basket  dinner  was  served,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  busi- 
ness meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  president,  Sister  Mae 
Chamberland.  Sister  Anna  Dennes  led  us  in  singing  Christmas 
songs.  A  Christmas  basket  was  planned  for  an  ill  and  aged  cou- 
ple. Brother  and  Sister  Carl  Hilbert  were  presented  with  a  beau- 
tiful table  lamp. — Mrs.  Clara  Lammott,  Middletown,  Ind.,  Dec.  16. 

Michigan 
Flint. — Our  landscaping  committee  was  busy  during  the  fall. 
We  held  our  communion  on  Nov.  10  with  about  seventy  present. 
Several  from  the  Pontiac  church  joined  us  in  the  service.  We 
are  studying  Dr.  Wieand's  book.  The  Prayer  Life  and  Teachings 
of  Jesus,  at  our  regular  Bible  study  and  prayer  service.  The 
young  people  are  taking  an  active  part  in  this  service.  Each 
adult  attending  Sunday  school  is  trying  to  earn  one  dollar  for 
our  camp  fund.  We  are  especially  eager  to  send  a  number  to  the 
leadership  training  camp.  At  our  regular  business  meeting  on 
Dec.  15  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters  of  Lansing  was  re-elected  elder.  We 
voted  to  use  the  new  system  and  have  our  church  paper  in  all 
of  the  resident  members'  homes.  It  was  also  decided  to  use  $300 
toward  finishing  our  basement  to  make  it  more  usable  for  the 
primary  department.  Our  Sunday  evening  mission  offerings  have 
enabled  us  to  pay  our  district  quota  in  full,  and  to  give  an  equal 
amount  to  the  general  board.  Once  each  month  a  special  offer- 
ing for  relief  is  lifted.  A  watch  night  service  at  the  church  is 
being  planned,  including  a  candlelighting  service,  recreation  and 
refreshments.  A  course  in  teacher  training  will  be  given  by  an 
accredited  teacher  to  our  entire  group  of  young  folks  and  all 
others  who  wish  to  attend  during  the  first  three  months  of  1941. 
This  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening  during  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  hour, 
followed  by  our  regular  Sunday  evening  service,  which  is  of  a 
varied  nature.  Our  hearts  have  been  saddened  at  the  passing  of 
two  of  our  charter  members,  Brother  and  Sister  Wm.  Patzwall. 
During  the  past  three  months  sermons  from  Brethren  Charles 
Spencer  of  Shepherd,  H.  W.  Peters  of  Lansing,  L.  H.  Prowant 
and  Hugh  Warstler  of  Durand  have  been  very  helpful  and  in- 
spiring.— Anna  Taylor,  Flint,  Mich.,  Dec.  20. 

Missouri 
Bethany. — In  council  we  elected  the  following:  Eddie  Mason, 
elder;  Grace  Hawkins,  clerk;  Floyd  Mason,  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Bro.  Smith  and  family  left  for  China  on  Sept.  2  after 
three  years  of  valuable  service  with  us.  The  church  felt  a 
great  loss  when  they  left.  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  were 
with  us  for  two  weeks  of  inspiring  meetings.  Seven  united  with 
the  church.  We  heartily  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Sherfy, 
who  have  taken  up  the  pastoral  work.  We  held  our  love  feast  on 
Oct.  6  with  very  good  attendance.  We  are  now  enjoying  electric 
lights  in  the  church  and  parsonage.  A  goodly  number  from  our 
church  attended  district  meeting  at  North  Bethel  near  Mound 
City,  Mo.,  from  Oct.  19  to  22.  The  women's  work  continues 
weekly  meetings  when  possible.  At  our  second  home-coming 
held  on  Nov.  20  we  served  turkey  and  the  trimmings  to  ninety- 
seven  people.  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock  was  the  speaker  of  the  eve- 
ning.—Willa  Clemens,  Stet,  Mo.,  Dec.  16. 

Shoal  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Dec.  12.  It  was  decided  at 
this  meeting  to  try  to  raise  money  to  buy  some  new  songbooks. 
We  held  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  9.  While  only  a  few  were  present, 
because  of  bad  weather,  we  had  a  very  spiritual  experience.  We 
are  planning  a  Christmas  program  to  be  given  at  Sunday  school. 
— Mrs.  Wilbert  Erisman,  Fairview,  Mo.,  Dec.  16. 

Montana 
Milk  River  Valley. — A  special  meeting  was  called  in  late  Sep- 
tember for  the  purpose  of  installing  Bro.  Roy  Good  to  the  elder- 
ship. Brethren  D.  T.  Dierdorff  and  Ray  Harris  of  Surrey,  N.  Dak., 
were  in  charge.  Since  our  church  has  been  inactive  for  some 
time  it  was  decided  at  this  meeting  to  elect  new  officers.  Last 
summer  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  held  a  very  successful 
series  of  meetings.  Eld.  J.  J.  Peters  and  wife  of  Havre  were  able 
to  be  with  us  at  the  time  and  assisted  with  our  communion  serv- 
ice, held  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Fourteen  were  baptized. 
The  baptismal  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Roy  Good,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  J.  J.  Peters.  We  enjoyed  the  Canfields  with  their 
helpful  messages  in  sermon  and  music.  Following  these  services 
we  organized  a  Sunday  school  which  we  continued  throughout 
the  summer.  The  attendance  of  children  and  young  people  was 
good  considering  the  population  of  the  community  and  the  long 
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distances  from  the  church.  It  was  decided  to  discontinue  the 
Sunday  school  for  the  winter  months,  but  we  plan  to  start  again 
in  the  spring. — Mrs.  Delbert  C.  Lander,  Kremlin,  Mont.,  Dec.  17. 

Nebraska 
South  Beatrice. — During  the  week  of  Dec.  1  to  7  a  membership 
campaign  was  in  progress.  Sixteen  men,  forming  eight  teams, 
met  at  the  church  each  evening,  had  supper  prepared  by  mem- 
bers of  the  ladies'  aid,  and  a  brief  inspirational  service,  then 
visited  in  the  homes  of  non-members.  As  a  result  of  this  visita- 
tion evangelism  there  were  twenty-eight  applicants  for  baptism. 
A  number  of  others  renewed  their  religious  activities  and  fellow- 
ship with  the  church.  The  applicants  ranged  in  age  from  small 
children  to  eighty  years.  The  baptismal  service,  conducted  by 
Pastor  Paul  K.  Brandt,  was  very  impressive.  The  auditorium 
was  darkened  and  only  the  baptistry  was  lighted  by  a  large 
electric  cross.  Organ  music  was  played  softly  during  the  entire 
service.  Our  men's  work  harvested  the  corn  crop  for  the  church, 
completed  covering  the  south  and  west  sides  of  the  church  with 
asbestos  shingles  and  painted  the  parsonage.  Our  ladies'  aid  has 
completed  making  supplies  for  the  orphanage  at  Omaha,  and  is 
now  packing  boxes  for  refugees.  The  young  people  have  planned 
to  grow  an  acre  of  onions  for  relief  and  reconstruction  work. 
A  large  number  have  signed  up  to  donate  an  acre  of  some  crop 
for  the  Lord's  work.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  Paul  Bowman, 
Jr.,  with  us  for  morning  and  afternoon  services  on  Dec.  15.  In 
spite  of  the  heavy  snowstorm  there  was  a  good  attendance  for 
both  meetings.  Our  Beatrice  Mennonite  friends  accepted  the  in- 
vitation to  these  services  and  had  lunch  with  us  at  the  church.— 
Mrs.  J.   C.  Dell,  Jr.,  Filley,  Nebr.,  Dec.  20. 

Ohio 

Hamilton. — We  are  glad  for  the  growth  in  our  Sunday  school. 
The  average  attendance  for  last  year  was  eighty-two,  while  that 
of  the  previous  year  was  sixty-eight.  Our  women  worked  hard 
making  materials  for  the  bazaar  held  on  Dec.  6.  On  Dec.  11  they 
met  in  the  home  of  their  president  for  the  annual  Christmas 
party,  and  the  exchange  of  gifts  from  mystery  sisters.  Recently 
our  young  married  people  gave  the  church  a  signboard  which 
was  much  appreciated.  This  same  group,  named  the  Golden 
Band  class,  has  organized  a  chorus,  which  has  furnished  special 
numbers  at  the  Sunday  morning  services.  The  children,  under 
the  direction  of  Martha  Keltner,  will  give  a  Christmas  program 
on  Dec.  22.  Our  Sunday  evening  attendance  is  increasing.  Un- 
der the  direction  of  the  pastor  different  groups  open  the  Sunday 
evening  services.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  night  we  are  giving 
moving  Bible  pictures  in  religious  education.  Bro.  Hawke  hopes 
to  have  pictures  on  the  life  of  Christ  in  January.  Our  men  have 
organized  with  Frank  Hart  as  chairman. — Mrs.  Olla  Hufford, 
Hamilton,   Ohio,   Dec.   23. 

New  Carlisle. — On  Sept.  29  Pastor  H.  H.  Helman  directed  a  very 
impressive  installation  service  for  the  church  school  officers, 
teachers  and  pupils.  The  women's  missionary  society  had  an 
interesting  program  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cooper  on 
Oct.  8.  On  Oct.  20  a  much  appreciated  Fanny  Crosby  program 
was  rendered  by  the  choir,  assisted  by  the  pastor.  Our  love  feast 
on  Oct.  27  was  a  quiet  and  inspiring  service.  Bro.  Helman  offi- 
ciated. On  Nov.  3  the  women's  Bible  reading  group  gave  a  pro- 
gram on  the  subject,  The  Value  of  Searching  the  Scriptures. 
Home  talent  rendered  a  splendid  program.  The  mothers  and 
daughters  enjoyed  a  Thanksgiving  program  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Nellie  Shock.  At  the  annual  union  Thanksgiving  service  held  at 
the  Methodist  church  on  Nov.  20  Clifford  Leach,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  gave  a  very  stirring  message  on  the  sub- 
ject, A  Thankful  Thanksgiving.  Our  annual  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing was  received  at  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  Nov.  24. 
The  aid  society  has  been  doing  some  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross. 
On  Dec.  5  the  aid  served  a  chicken  supper  and  held  a  Christmas 
bazaar.  The  missionary  society  held  a  regular  meeting  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Nellie  Studebaker  on  Dec.  10,  at  which  time  the 
society  reorganized,  elected  officers  for  the  women's  work  and 
rendered  an  interesting  program  including  a  short  play  by  sev- 
eral of  the  younger  women.  On  Dec.  12  we  met  in  a  regular 
business  meeting.  Very  encouraging  reports  for  the  past  year 
were  given  by  the  various  organizations,  boards  and  committees. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  giving  a  play  at  the  high  school  auditorium  on 
Dec.  17.  Our  children  and  the  choir  are  busy  with  preparations 
for  Christmas  programs.  Bro.  Helman  is  now  giving  us  some 
very  helpful  studies  in  Christian  education  at  our  Sunday  night 
services.  On  Jan.  5  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  is  coming  to  assist  our 
church  in  an  evangelistic  meeting. — Ida  Kempton,  New  Carlisle, 
Ohio,  Dec.   18. 

West  Charleston. — During  the  last  month  our  church  has  been 
decorated,  following  the  placing  of  a  new  furnace,  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  metal  ceiling  in  the  auditorium  and  the  replaster- 
ing  of  the  basement.  We  have  secured  as  part-time  pastor  Bro. 
Claude  Coppock  and  wife.  Middle  District  and  West  Charleston 
share  their  services.  The  committees  of  both  churches  decided 
to  try  for  three  months  the  plan  of  having  church  at  9:30  and 
Sunday  school  one  hour  later.  Dec.  1  was  the  time  for  us  to  go 
back  to  our  old  schedule.  We  are  very  grateful  for  the  services 
of  Bro.  Coppock  and  wife.  He  is  giving  us  fine  gospel  sermons. 
We  are  planning  to  entertain  at  our  church  the  women's  work 
groups  of  Southern  Ohio  in  July,  1941.  Our  church  plans  to  hold 
its  yearly  fellowship  supper,  followed  by  the  children's  program, 
on  Monday  night  before  Christmas.     On  Dec.  22  the  four  Bethel 


Township  Sunday  schools  will  present  a  joint  Christmas  pro- 
gram, followed  by  a  moving  picture  given  by  John  Morris  of 
Dayton  on  the  Life  of  Christ. — Mrs.  Martha  West  Wray,  Tipp 
City,  Ohio,  Dec.  16. 

Oklahoma 
Big  Creek. — Installation  services  for  Sunday-school  officers  and 
teachers  were  held  on  Sept.  29.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Albert  Williams 
of  Thomas,  and  Bro.  Ora  Huston  of  Oklahoma  City  were  the 
visiting  ministers  at  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  26.  Bro.  Williams 
officiated  at  this  service  and  gave  the  morning  message  at  the 
home-coming  on  Oct.  27.  Bro.  Williams  and  Bro.  Huston  offici- 
ated in  the  ordination  service  of  Brother  and  Sister  R.  A.  Byerly 
to  the  eldership.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  indebtedness 
on  the  parsonage  has  been  removed.  On  Oct.  29  we  were  priv- 
ileged to  have  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  with  us  to  report  on  relief 
work  in  war-torn  countries.  An  offering  of  $11.50  was  lifted  for 
relief  funds.  On  Nov.  3  Bro.  C.  H.  DeardorfT  delivered  the  morn- 
ing message.  He  has  supervised  the  construction  of  a  baptistry 
for  our  church.  Bro.  Russell  G.  West  of  Pampa,  Texas,  was  our 
guest  speaker  on  Nov.  18.  Following  his  challenging  message 
the  proportionate  giving  plan  was  adopted  by  the  church  to  be- 
gin on  Jan.  1,  1941.  Nov.  24  was  observed  as  men  and  missions 
Sunday.  A  number  of  our  young  people,  accompanied  by  their 
sponsors  and  the  pastor,  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  at 
the  Guthrie  church  on  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1.  Bro.  Walter  Fillmore 
gave  the  morning  message  for  us  during  the  absence  of  our  pas- 
tor. Slide  pictures  were  shown  on  Dec.  8  telling  of  the  brother- 
hood Youth  Serves  project.  At  our  quarterly  council  Bro.  Byerly 
was  elected  elder  for  the  year.  Christmas  programs  are  being 
prepared  for  both  morning  and  evening  services  on  Dec.  22. — 
Abbie  S.  Pote,  Ripley,  Okla.,  Dec.  16. 

Pennsylvania 
Maple  Spring. — In  October  Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Pet- 
ersburg was  with  us  for  two  weeks  in  a  revival  meeting.  Bro. 
Weaver  preached  very  strong  messages  and  the  membership  of 
our  church  was  strengthened.  Thirty  were  received  into  the 
church  by  Christian  baptism,  and  three  by  letter.  Two  await 
baptism.  We  have  organized  a  new  Sunday-school  class  for  the 
young  married  people.  Recently  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  reorganized 
with  Bro.  Gerald  Yoder  president.  Our  young  people  are  taking 
a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Several  community 
projects  have  been  planned  and  carried  out  in  addition  to  spe- 
cial programs  planned  for  Sunday  evening.  On  Dec.  8  Bro.  Mil- 
lard Weaver,  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  spoke  to  a  large  audience  of  young  people  and 
adults  on  the  subject.  My  Place  As  a  Christian  Youth  in  a  World 
at  War.     The  musical  renditions  by  the  Good  Will  quartet  from 


Change  of  Messenger  Address 


Your  Messenger  will  reach  you  prompt- 
ly at  your  new  address  if  you  will  give  us 
at  least  two  weeks'  notice  of  change.  Help 
us  to  serve  you  better,  avoiding  both  delay 
and  expense,  by  sending  the  information 
suggested  below: 


Brethren  Publishing  House 

1 6-24  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

Please  note  the  following  change  in  ad- 
dress for  my  Gospel  Messenger — 


Name 

New  Address   

City .  State 

Old  Address   

City State 
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WANT-flD 


Wanted -20, 000  si&ujl  AdticfriMeAi 
sp&i  Afecsi. 


A  real  bargain  in  good  reading  for  home  and  family. 

Should  be  in  every  Brethren  Home. 

Will  bring  you  church  news  from  around  the  world. 

Qn&ttiAe+t  PuAlttJusUj,  J4auAe.r  &hfinr  OlUnoil 


the  Scalp  Level  church  were  much  appreciated.  Our  ladies'  aid 
society  has  remodeled  a  large  summer  house  at  the  parsonage 
which  they  now  use  as  a  meeting  place.  Thirty-seven  were  at 
the  Christmas  meeting  when  a  covered  dish  dinner  was  served. 
Our  aid  society  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  Sister  Sadie 
Rummel,  who  had  served  as  president  for  over  thirty  years.  Our 
church  was  represented  at  district  meeting  by  Sister  Owen 
Blough,  J.  M.  Geary  and  C.  G.  Keim—  Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary,  Holl- 
sopple,   Pa.,    Dec.    18. 

Virginia 

Pulaski. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  1  and  elected  the  follow- 
ing officers:  elder,  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel:  superintendent  of 
Sunday  school,  Owen  Horton;  clerk,  Mrs.  Paul  Phibbs.  The 
ladies'  aid  and  men's  work  were  organized  this  fall.  Mrs. 
Charles  D.  Powell  is  president  of  the  ladies'  aid,  and  Charles  D. 
Powell  is  president  of  the  men's  organization.  A  cradle  roll 
department  has  been  organized.  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  con- 
ducted a  series  of  meetings  during  the  summer,  and  new  mem- 
bers were  added  to  the  church.  Bro.  C.  A.  Powell  has  been  giv- 
ing freely  of  his  time  in  service  for  the  Hiwassie  members  and 
is  doing  a  fine  work.  He  has  organized  a  Sunday  school  and 
brought  several  new  members  into  the  church.  The  Sunday- 
school  attendance  has  been  very  good  during  the  fall.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  and  junior  league  are  active,  meeting  each  Sunday.  Paul 
Phibbs  is  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Our  love  feast  was  held  in 
September  with  Eld.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  in  charge.  A  choir  has 
been  organized  and  new  hymnals  have  been  bought. — Mrs.  Paul 
Phibbs,  Newbern,  Va.,  Dec.  20. 

Topeco. — At  the  church  council  held  on  Nov.  30  various  activ- 
ities were  discussed.  Church  ground  improvements  were  con- 
sidered favorably  and  ready  response  to  the  project  was  given 
by  the  men.  A  drive  is  on  to  put  the  Gospel  Messenger  into 
every  home.  The  officers  of  1940  were  re-elected  for  1941.  It  was 
decided  to  ask  Bro.  Wendell  Flory  to  serve  us  as  summer  pastor 
for  1941.  The  ladies'  aid  society  meets  once  each  week.  Their 
work  consists  mainly  of  piecing  and  quilting  fancy  quilts  for 
which  they  have  a  ready  sale.  A  peace  pageant  sponsored  by  the 
women  was  given  on  Dec.  8. — Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd,  Va., 
Dec.   13. 

Washington 

Sunnyslope. — Bro.  Joe  Filbrun  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  preached 
for  us  on  two  occasions  recently.  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  brought 
us  two  messages  in  October  before  sailing  to  China  to  do  relief 
work.  Bro.  Paul  Longenecker,  our  district  fieldman,  visited  us 
on  Nov.  13.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  30,  Bro.  Jay  Eller 
officiating.    On  Dec.  1  a  large  group  enjoyed  our  harvest  meeting 


and  fellowship  dinner  at  the  church.  In  the  afternoon  there  were 
a  program  of  music  and  an  address  by  Bro.  Wm.  T.  Luckett  of 
the  Wenatchee  church.  On  Dec.  2  we  met  for  our  regular  quar- 
terly business  meeting.  One  letter  of  membership  has  been  re- 
ceived since  our  last  report.  Attendance  at  Sunday  school  is 
good.  There  is  special  interest  in  the  young  people's  class. 
This  group  is  preparing  a  Christmas  program.  Our  ladies'  aid 
met  on  Dec.  5  to  reorganize  for  the  coming  year.  Ethel  Dear- 
dorff  is  president;  Goldie  Holland,  secretary  and  treasurer.  It 
was  decided  to  prepare  a  Christmas  basket  for  a  needy  family. — 
Mrs.  George  Deardorff,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  Dec.  16. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 

General  Mission.  Board 
Or  THE   CHtT&CH    OF  THI    BRI THRXN  ^ 

Elgirv.  Illinois 
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ONE  DOLLAR 

Pays  for  your  annual  share  of  78  tons  of  Gospel  Messenger  in 
the  Improved  Gospel  Messenger  Club  plan. 

As  previously  announced  (see  Gospel  Messenger  Nov.  16,  1940, 
Page  32)  we  are  offering  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  $1.00  per 
annual  subscription  to  those  churches  which  have  100%  of 
the  resident  membership  included  as  subscribers. 

WHO  ARE  RESIDENT  MEMBER/? 

They  are  family  groups  of  one  or  more  members  who  are  em- 
ployed or  earn  their  livelihood  and  who  share  in  the  regular 
affairs  of  the  home.  We  would  expect  some  or  all  of  this  group 
actively  to  support  the  work  of  the  church  by  regular  attendance 
and  by  giving  financial  support  to  the  work. 

A  WEEKLY  CALLER 

The  Gospel  Messenger  is  our  best  missionary  agent  going  into 
homes  weekly  where  its  message  is  needed  to  warm  human 
hearts  and  bring  them  a  new  realization  of  their  place  in  the 
world. 

Be  a  missionary,  too,  by  telling  your  friends  about  this  won- 
derful offer. 


The  75%  rate  of  $1.25  per  year  subscription  remains 
unchanged  for  those  churches  which  are  unable  to  secure 
100%  of  their  membership  as  subscribers. 


Single  Subscription,  Price  $2.00  per  Year  in  Advance 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 


Gospel  Messenger 


Church  of  the  Brethren,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  Harold  Snider,  Pastor 


Volume  90 


yn  lUis  Tlumbel 


Number  3 


Editorial — - 

The  Appreciation  of  Appreciation  (E.  F.)   . .    3 

Beyond  a  Definition  (H.  A.  B.)  3 

New  Worlds  and  Old  Ideas  (E.  F.) 4 

An  Interracial  Paraphrase   4 

About   Books    17 

The  General  Forum — 

I  Shall  Not  Pass  Again  This  Way  (Verse)  . .  5 
The   Miracle   in   Protestant   Worship. 

By  DeWitt  L.  Miller   5 

Is  It  True?     By  Paul  F.  Bechtold 7 

We  Need  the  Camps.  By  Elgin  Kintner  ...  7 
God  and  Jesus  According  to  Modernism. 

By  Grant  Mahan    9 

Home  and  Family — 

A  Mother's  Question  (Verse). 

By  Ida  M.  Fisher 10 

Managing  Mother — Part  Two. 

By  Ada  C.  Sell   10 

Education  and  Morals.    By  Ulrich  Knoch  ...  1 1 


Our  Mission  Work- 


Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Service. 

By  M.  R.  Zigler  12 

An  Open  Letter  to  the  Church. 

By  Paul  H.  Bowman   12 

World-Wide  News. 

Compiled  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 13 

Missionary    Society   Program   for   January. 

By  Esther  E.  Beahm  13 

In  Remembrance — Louis   Eugene   Whitaker. 

By  Geo.  D.  Wilder   14 

Bulsar,  India,  Notes.     By  J.  M.  Blough 14 

What  to  Pray  For   15 

Peace  News.   Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull.  .15 

The  Church  at  Work- 
Some  Suggestions  for  Temperance  Educa- 
tion; How  to  Teach  Temperance  From  the 
Pulpit;  Alcohol  Education  for  Adults; 
Women  and  Liquor;  Six  Ways  of  Teach- 
ing Children  to  Be  Temperate;  Young 
People  and  Temperate  Living;  New  Study 
Helps;  Men's  Work  in  a  Rural  Church; 
The  Conditions  of  Discipleship    18-21 


fianualy  18,  \Cjl\\ 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— January   18,   1941 
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HARL  RUSSELL 
President  of  Men's  Work 


"The  Improved  Messenger  Club  Plan  should 
appeal  to  our  church  constituency.  This  new 
club  plan  .  .  .  offers  the  Gospel  Messenger  at 
a  new  low  price.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
Missionary  Visitor  is  now  merged  with  the 
Messenger,  the  new  club  plan  offers  our  church 
paper  for  only  $1.00  per  year. 

"The  club  plan  is  simple  and  easily  under- 
stood. Any  church  can  qualify  whether  large 
or  small.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  provide  a 
Messenger  subscription  for  each  resident  Breth- 
ren family  of  the  local  church.  For  example,  if 
there  are  forty  resident  families,  a  list  of  the 
name  and  address  of  each  family  and  $40.00  is 
to  be  forwarded  to  Elgin  and  your  church  will 
have  qualified  100%. 

"The  need  for  this  plan  is  great.  New  mem- 
bers are  received  into  the  church,  and  often 
they  do  not  receive  the  Messenger  for  many 
years.  If  the  congregation  sent  the  church 
paper  into  all  the  homes,  then  these  new  mem- 
bers would  begin  receiving  it  right  away.  They 
would  appreciate  this  consideration,  and  grad- 
ually they  would  develop  an  interest  in  the 
paper  and  a  abetter  outlook  toward  the  church. 
Every  person  has  had  to  learn  to  like  some 
food.  Through  having  it  on  the  table  from 
time  to  time,  and  by  occasional  nibbles,  a  lik- 
ing and  hunger  for  the  food  are  developed.  The 
same  reasoning  holds  true  with  respect  to  men- 
tal "food."  The  new  Christian  can  build  a 
keen  desire  for  the  fine  mental  and  spiritual 
"food"  the  Messenger  provides  through  having 
it  laid  on  the  table  each  Saturday.  Frequent 
reference  to  it  will  often  develop  a  profound 
interest  in  the  church  paper  and  its  coming  will 
be  anticipated  each  week.  Members  would  do 
well  to  give  this  method  considerable  study 
since  it  will  hold  newer  members  to  their  pro- 
fession and  deepen  their  spiritual  life.  Ask 
any  pastor,  and  he  will  tell  you  the  Messenger 
is  a  "visitor"  to  the  families  of  his  parish  that 
makes  his  work  much  more  effective. 


"It  is  rather  an  established  practice  for  a  new 
member  to  receive  an  association  paper  when 
he  joins  a  trade  or  professional  group.  In  oth- 
er words,  when  a  man  joins  a  club  or  business 
association  these  days,  he  automatically  is  fur- 
nished the  weekly  or  monthly  paper  that  deals 
with  the  interests  of  the  group.  He  does  not 
pay  a  regular  subscription  cost.  His  member- 
ship entitles  him  to  the  paper.  The  total  cost 
of  printing  and  distributing  the  paper  is  a  part 
of  the  operating  budget  of  the  club  or  associa- 
tion. 

"Would  it  not  be  well  for  us  to  adopt  such  a 
successful  plan?  It  is  just  as  important  that 
all  members  in  the  divine  association  of  church 
membership  also  receive  the  official  paper  of 
the  church.  The  kingdom  interests  of  the 
church  are  handicapped  if  all  do  not  receive  it. 

"Each  local  church  can  include  in  its  budget 
the  sum  that  is  needed  so  that  100%  of  its 
resident  family  membership  will  receive  the 
Messenger.  Once  this  becomes  a  part  of  the  lo- 
cal budget,  it  will  surely  be  one  of  the  last 
items  that  will  ever  be  removed  from  the  an- 
nual budget. 

"On  the  other  hand  some  churches  may  pre- 
fer to  solicit  subscription  payments  of  $1.00  per 
year  to  make  up  the  list  of  100%  of  the  resident 
families.  If  this  course  is  followed,  the  church 
can  qualify  for  the  new  low  cost,  but  inclusion 
of  the  total  sum  in  the  budget  is  undoubtedly 
the  better  plan. 

"Some  group  is  needed  to  introduce  the  mat- 
ter to  the  membership.  Wherever  there  are  lo- 
cal men's  work  groups,  they  should  sponsor  it. 
The  Messenger  subscription  campaign  is  a  na- 
tion-wide official  project  of  the  Council  of  Men's 
Work.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  men  to 
place  ten  thousand  more  Messengers  in  Breth- 
ren homes  within  the  next  eighteen  months." 
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EDITORIAL 


The  Appreciation  of  Appreciation 

What  is  the  best  way  to  do  it,  and  to  show  it? 
You  will  say  "thank  you,"  of  course.  But  how  is 
the  other  person  to  be  sure  that  this  is  anything 
more  than  conformity  to  a  social  convention?  In 
many  cases  you  will  wish  to  go  farther  and  do 
something  for  the  person  who  has  been  kind  to 
you.  But  what  and  how?  There  are  so  many  pos- 
sible complications. 

Time,  distance,  differences  in  economic  or  cul- 
tural status,  a  hundred  things,  may  operate  to  make 
a  personal  return  for  favors  received  difficult  if 
not  impossible.  What,  for  instance,  can  children 
do  that  will  be  an  equivalent  for  what  father  and 
mother  have  done  for  them?  Or  how  can  you 
show  your  appreciation  of  a  friend  whose  identity 
may  be  unknown  to  you  or  who  has  passed  be- 
yond your  reach  or,  perhaps,  needs  nothing  of 
what  you  have  to  give? 

Suppose  you  have  received  so  large  a  pile  of 
congratulations  on  the  attainment  of  a  certain 
unique  experience  that  personal  acknowledgment 
becomes,  if  not  impossible,  a  questionable  use  of 
time  and  energy.  Is  there  a  practicable  proced- 
ure that  will  prove  you  understand  and  appre- 
ciate such  an  outburst  of  goodwill? 

Yes,  there  is  a  way.  You  can  try  to  put  more 
devotion  into  your  daily  work.  You  can  show 
yourself  worthy  of  the  calling  wherewith  you  have 
been  called.  You  can  be  to  your  children  what 
your  parents  were  to  you.  You  can  keep  an  ear 
open  to  the  cry  of  human  suffering  and  an  eye  to 
opportunities  for  little  ministries  in  memory  of 
those  who  befriended  you.  This  will  show  the 
fine  quality  of  your  capacity  for  appreciation  as 
nothing  else  can  and,  if  your  benefactor  is  of  the 
sort  most  worthy  to  be  remembered,  will  honor 
him  most  by  making  you  the  kind  of  person  he 
would  want  you  to  be. 


Incidentally  this  will  put  the  note  of  genuine- 
ness into  any  "thank  you,"  or  direct  personal  serv- 
ice it  may  be  in  your  power  to  bestow.  Most  im- 
portantly of  all,  however,  it  will  be  the  best  meth- 
od of  appreciating  goodness  because  it  will  be 
multiplying  that  priceless  product.  It  will  keep 
flowing  in  the  desert  of  a  distracted  and  troubled 
world  the  stream  of  brotherliness  that  passed  your 
way  and  touched  you  with  its  blessing.         e.  f. 

Beyond  a  Definition 

The  dictionary  that  is  conveniently  at  hand  as 
these  lines  are  written  contains  "over  550,000  en- 
tries, the  largest  number  ever  included  in  a  dic- 
tionary of  any  language."  And  yet,  as  one  strug- 
gles with  certain  motives  and  meanings  he  is  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  either  he  does  not  know  the 
resources  of  his  language,  or  it  is  not  yet  rich 
enough  to  express  some  of  the  higher  aspirations 
of  the  human  mind. 

The  idea  of  nonresistance  is  a  case  in  point.  In 
the  compendium  of  condensed  truth  above  re- 
ferred to  it  is  defined  as  the  "principles  and  prac- 
tice of  a  nonresistant;  passive  obedience  or  sub- 
mission." As  for  a  nonresistant,  he  is  "one  who 
maintains,  or  acts  on  the  theory,  that  no  resistance 
should  be  made  to  constituted  authority,  even 
when  unjust  or  oppressive;  also,  one  who  holds 
that  violence  should  never  be  resisted  by  force." 

Now  while  the  Christian  way  is  plainly  not  that 
of  resisting  violence  by  physical  force,  it  certainly 
does  not  preclude  the  higher  types  of  persuasion 
which  rise  above  the  danger  of  physical  or  moral 
damage.  Indeed,  Christianity  has  gone  forward 
through  the  operation  of  such  resistless  forces  as 
the  process  which  changes  an  atmosphere,  leaving 
a  culture  different  though  the  masses  may  not 
know  how  or  why. 

Strangely  enough,  the  common  concept  of  the 
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nonresistant  is  that  of  one  submitting  to  the  lash 
without  change  of  attitude  or  spoken  word.  Per- 
haps this  has  arisen  from  the  picture  of  the  proph- 
et who  describes  the  suffering  Servant  as  One  who 
uttered  not  a  word,  but  was  brought  as  a  timid 
lamb  to  the  slaughter.  This  takes  small  account 
of  the  years  when  Christ  did  not  mince  words,  but 
opposed  all  evil  with  the  full  power  of  his  being. 
That  at  the  last  he  stood  mute  was  because  the 
time  for  words  was  past.  He  could  hope  for  no 
response  unless  by  the  very  dignity  and  character 
he  revealed  in  the  hour  of  his  suffering  he  could 
touch  the  nobler  reactions  in  men's  hearts.  And 
there  were  those  who  saw  him  die  who  were  so 
moved. 

Resisting  unto  blood  in  the  strife  against  sin  is 
the  ultimate  in  what  the  Christian  can  do.  The 
last  full  measure  of  devotion  is  to  give  one's  life 
for  what  he  believes  is  right.  But  in  so  doing  one 
can  hardly  be  classed  as  a  nonresistant!  For  he  is 
resisting  quite  as  definitely  as  the  man  who  wields 
a  club — but  not  by  physical  means.  He  is  match- 
ing soul  force  against  brute  force.  He  is  making 
the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  effort  to  overcome 
evil  with  good.  Yes,  there  is  resistance  in  non- 
resistance. 

But  struggle  as  best  one  can  to  bring  to  light 
the  higher  concept,  it  is  hedged  about  and  limited 
by  a  bloody  vocabulary  which  does  not  rise  above 
the  level  of  force  for  force.  There  seem  to  be  no 
terms  to  carry  the  idea  of  stimulating  higher  ac- 
tion through  clearer  insight  or  the  will  to  nobler 
discrimination.  Failing  to  make  ourselves  clear, 
we  have  had  recourse  to  such  a  term  as  nonresist- 
ance — which,  to  say  the  least,  fails  to  comprehend 
the  best  that  we  mean. 

Even  nature  teaches  that  the  ultimate  forces  are 
not  the  crash  and  din  of  storm.  Consider  how  the 
interplay  of  the  magnetism  of  earth  and  sun  sets 
the  stage  for  the  sudden  and  relatively  insignif- 
icant phenomena  of  electrical  storms.  Of  much 
more  importance  is  the  silent  power  of  gravity  by 
which  the  earth  clasps  all  things  near  and  dear  to 
her  breast,  while  the  sun  by  his  magnetism  turns 
all  living  things  toward  the  light. 

Thus  beyond  the  limits  of  an  inadequate  term  is 
the  larger  meaning  that  we  seek.  The  Christian 
way  is  more  than  nonresistance.  It  is  a  kingdom 
coming  in  the  hearts  of  men.  It  is  a  leavening 
process  resistlessly  shaping  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth.  Evil  may  strike  back  with  the  bloody 
and  seeming  powerful  instruments  of  physical 
force,  but  what  are  these  against  kingdoms  and 
processes  and  changing  atmosphere?  Let  us  not 
lose  the  dream  that  is  beyond  a  definition! 

H.  A.  B. 


New  Words  and  Old  Ideas 

The  psychologists  talk  of  "work-therapy"  and 
"introversion"  but  Dr.  George  A.  Buttrick's  moth- 
er would  say  in  her  simple  way:  "What  he  needs 
is  a  steady  job,"  or,  "He  needs  to  be  taken  out  of 
himself."  She  had  the  idea,  didn't  she,  even  if 
she  did  not  know  the  scientific  name  for  it? 

There  is  an  advantage  in  knowing  both  but  if 
you  can  afford  only  one,  the  idea  is  far  more  im- 
portant than  the  most  approved  style  in  termi- 
nology. When  the  latter  is  substituted  for  the  for- 
mer, as  happens  all  too  often,  the  case  is  sad  in- 
deed. 

We  should  not  confuse  an  appearance  of  learn- 
ing with  the  thing  itself.  One  is  usually  rather 
noisy  and  intrusive;  the  other  is  quiet  and  retir- 
ing. They  are  easily  distinguished  but  not  always 
by  the  words  they  use. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  Paul  had  ever  heard  of 
introversion  but  he  knew  how  good  it  is  for  one 
to  look  not  always  on  his  own  things  but  also  on 
the  things  of  others.  And  as  for  the  healing  effect 
of  hard  work  in  devotion  to  a  great  cause,  well,  he 
was  a  past  master  at  that.  E.  f. 

An  Interracial  Paraphrase 

Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and 
of  angels  in  advocacy  of  fair  treatment  for  other 
races,  and  to  secure  relief  and  education  and  the 
spread  of  the  gospel,  but  do  not  have  a  sincere 
feeling  of  brotherhood  toward  men  of  different 
color  or  culture,  my  attitude  becomes  condescen- 
sion, and  my  patronage  like  sounding  brass  and 
tinkling  cymbal. 

And  though  I  preach  convincingly  of  the  com- 
ing harmony  among  nations,  and  understand  all 
racial  differences,  and  all  the  economic  and  social 
aspects  of  international  and  interracial  relations; 
and  though  I  have  all  faith  so  that  I  could  remove 
mountains  of  prejudice  through  the  zeal  of  my 
appeals,  but  cannot  win  the  full  and  unreserved 
confidence  of  men  of  other  races  through  the  spirit 
of  friendliness,  I  am  nothing. 

And  though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed 
sufferers  from  floods  in  China  or  from  droughts 
in  India,  and  though  I  endure  social  ostracism  in 
service  for  Negroes;  and  have  not  a  spirit  of 
respect  and  appreciation  for  men  of  other  races, 
it  profiteth  me  nothing. 

And  now  abideth  faith  in  the  unity  of  mankind, 
hope  for  the  ultimate  triumph  of  goodwill,  loving 
friendliness  for  all  without  regard  to  race  or 
color,  these  three:  but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
loving  friendliness. 

— Found  in  a  Classroom. 
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I  Shall  Not  Pass  Again  This  Way 

Selected  by  Emma  L.  Miller,  Carthage,  Missouri 

The  bread  that  giveth  strength  I  want  to  give, 
The  water  pure  that  bids  the  thirsty  live: 
I  want  to  help  the  fainting  day  by  day; 
I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

I  want  to  give  the  oil  of  joy  for  tears, 

The  faith  to  conquer  crowding  doubts  and  fears. 

Beauty  for  ashes  may  I  give  alway: 

I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

I  want  to  give  good  measure  running  o'er, 
And  into  angry  hearts  I  want  to  pour 
The  answer  soft  that  turneth  wrath  away; 
I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

I  want  to  give  to  others  hope  and  faith, 
I  want  to  do  all  that  the  Master  saith; 
I  want  to  live  aright  from  day  to  day; 
I'm  sure  I  shall  not  pass  again  this  way. 

— W.  R.  Fitch. 


The  Miracle  in  Protestant  Worship 

BY  DEWITT  L.  MILLER 

The  important  moment  in  the  mass  of  the  Rom- 
an Catholic  church  is  the  moment  when  the  "mir- 
acle" occurs.  Everything  in  the  service  leads  up 
to  that  moment  when  the  bread  and  the  wine  are 
changed  into  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord. 
When  that  happens  a  divine  element  has  entered 
the  human  scene.  To  the  everlasting  credit  of  our 
Roman  Catholic  brethren,  all  who  are  present, 
even  the  heretics  and  schismatics,  are  made  to  feel 
that  something  significant  has  taken  place. 

Those  who  attend  our  Protestant  worship  serv- 
ices should  feel  the  same  thing.  Unless  we  can 
effectively  invoke  the  entrance  of  the  divine  Spir- 
it into  Protestant  worship  in  a  way  that  will  make 
our  services  significant  to  every  worshiper  we 
have  failed  to  do  the  very  thing  that  provides  the 
church  with  its  excuse  for  existence. 

The  difficulty  in  Protestant  worship  is  not  al- 
ways that  the  divine  element  is  lacking.  The  dif- 
ficulty lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  not  recognized, 
emphasized,  nor  sufficiently  dramatized.  Every 
time  a  man  receives  a  new  vision  or  new  insights 
into  human  problems;  every  time  he  has  the  ho- 
rizon of  his  life  enlarged  or  his  sympathies  ex- 
tended; every  time  the  clouds  are  lifted,  his  mind 
stimulated  by  new  truth,  his  heart  warmed  with 
the  love  of  things  pertaining  to  God  and  man,  and 
every  time  his  will  is  stirred  to  new  resolves,  then 
and  there  a  significant  miracle  has  occurred. 

These  things  are  happening  in  almost  every 
Protestant  service  where  the  minister  is  seriously 


and  intelligently  giving  himself  to  his  task.  Yet 
somehow  many  within  the  congregation  seldom,  if 
ever,  become  conscious  that  their  lives  have  been 
touched  by  "the  finger  of  God."  They  may  vague- 
ly wish  for  some  indefinable  experience  but  they 
do  not  expect  it  to  occur.  If  perchance  the  cir- 
cumstances are  just  right  and  the  unexpected 
happens  we  treat  it  in  a  sort  of  matter-of-fact  way. 
We  take  it  for  granted.  We  humanize  it.  We  strip 
it  of  emotion.  We  rationalize  it  and  in  the  de- 
bunking process  we  rob  our  services  of  the  very 
thing  that  might  make  them  vitally  effective. 

We  look  upon  the  methods  of  the  flaming  tab- 
ernacle evangelist  as  being  blatant  and  crude.  We 
denounce  their  work  as  being  superficial  and  their 
results  temporary  for  the  most  part.  But  let  us 
be  honest  and  confess  that  for  the  masses  of  peo- 
ple they  are  more  successful  in  creating  an  air  of 
expectancy  and  labeling  what  takes  place  as  the 
work  of  the  Lord  than  are  those  of  us  who  min- 
ister in  those  churches  which  belong  to  the  more 
traditional  branches  of  Protestantism. 

But  we  must  certainly  not  cease  to  urge  that 
men  worship  God  through  the  use  of  their  minds. 
Neither  should  we  encourage  the  creation  of  an 
emotional  hysteria  or  give  place  for  magic  or 
superstition.  Let  us  frankly  admit,  however,  that 
no  matter  how  human  life  is  changed  and  made 
better  it  is  the  result  of  the  divine  will  and  pur- 
pose being  brought  into  play  in  human  experi- 
ence. Let  us  also  recognize  that  man  cannot  lift 
himself  by  his  own  bootstraps  to  a  higher  plane  of 
living  and  that  a  divine  element  enters  the  human 
scene  whenever  he  is  lifted  out  of  himself  into 
keeping  with  that  which  is  nobler  and  finer. 

The  "miracle"  in  Protestant  worship  certainly 
deserves  more  emphasis.  We  should  plan  our 
services  with  the  thought  in  mind  that  divine 
worship  is  not  complete  until  the  "miracle"  takes 
place.  We  should  preach  with  the  working  of  the 
"miracle"  as  the  goal  to  be  reached.  During  the 
National  Preaching  Mission  the  slogan  was 
"Preach  for  a  verdict."  There  are  those  who  feel 
that  if  the  minister  does  this  he  becomes  a  propa- 
gandist and  that  he  should  seek  rather  to  stimu- 
late thinking.  But  whether  he  preaches  to  get  a 
decision  at  a  particular  moment  in  the  service  or 
whether  he  preaches  to  get  folk  to  think  God's 
thoughts  after  him,  it  is  all  to  the  end  that  the 
Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life  might  be  brought  in- 
to a  vital  relationship  with  human  experience. 
Whatever  we  do  should  be  done  as  a  contribution 
toward  the  occurrence  of  the  "miracle." 
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There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  problem  might  be 
solved  by  renaming  what  we  are  already  doing. 
The  members  of  Protestant  churches  should  be 
taught  that  there  is  a  miracle  in  our  services,  a 
miracle  as  truly  significant  as  the  miracle  of  the 
mass.  To  help  them  see  this  the  divine  element 
in  Protestant  worship  should  be  brought  into  the 
spotlight  as  some  are  already  doing,  beautifully, 
intelligently,  and  in  a  dignified  manner.  Instead 
of  announcing  the  "usual  services,"  let  us  an- 
nounce "unusual  services,"  and  then  make  every 
service  significant  so  that  it  can  be  approached 
with  an  air  of  expectancy.  Without  the  "miracle" 
our  services  are  of  no  more  significance  than  the 
ritual  of  a  fraternal  order  and  the  sermon  only 
another  public  address  with  a  little  more  than  the 
usual  appeal  to  tradition.  Modern  life  can  supply 
everything  that  men  need  except  that  "something 
Other."  The  supplying  of  that  factor  is  the  pe- 
culiar province  of  the  church.  If  it  fails  at  this 
point  it  shall  soon  be  relegated  to  the  limbo  of 
forgotten  things. 

There  is  no  sure-fire  formula  for  the  setting  of 
the  stage  or  the  creation  of  the  circumstances  so 
that  the  "miracle"  can  take  place.  No  set  form 
will  do  it  for  everyone  all  of  the  time.  Of  far 
more  importance  than  the  form  is  the  attitude  of 
the  minister  and  his  own  experience  of  the  mir- 
acle. In  his  personal  life,  through  the  discipline 
of  his  own  spirit  and  in  his  approach  to  his  work 
of  the  ministry,  there  must  be  a  personal  faith 
and  experience  of  the  divine  element  working  in 
human  relationships  and  experiences.  Pompous 
piety  and  mock  humility  will  not  do.  There  must 
arise  from  the  depth  of  his  being  a  conscious  rec- 
ognition of  the  operation  of  spiritual  forces  in  his 
own  life  and  ministry  and  thus  he  will  become  a 
channel  through  which  the  miracle-working 
power  can  flow. 

But  attitude  of  mind  and  heart  is  not  enough. 
There  must  also  be  a  sympathetic  understanding 
of  human  need.  The  minister  must  be  able  to  en- 
ter genuinely  and  vicariously  into  the  experiences 
of  the  people  of  the  congregation  if  he  would  be 
able  to  lead  them  to  experience  the  "miracle."  To 
try  to  lead  people  in  worship  without  knowing  hu- 
man nature  and  the  peculiar  problems  of  the  in- 
dividuals within  the  group  is  like  taking  so  many 
shots  in  the  dark. 

There  is  also  need  for  skill  in  the  art  of  planning 
and  conducting  public  worship.  There  are  some 
ministers  who  fail  in  the  conduct  of  public  wor- 
ship because  they  do  not  know  how.  Piety,  par- 
ticularly assumed  piety,  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge.  Acquaintance  with  worship  ma- 
terials, knowledge  of  how  to  use  them,  and  ability 


to  dramatize  with  voice  and  bodily  action  the  spir- 
itual significance  of  the  service  are  indispensable 
aids  for  the  minister  who  would  have  the  "mir- 
acle" occur  in  the  services  which  he  conducts.  A 
minister  who  fails  at  this  point  is  like  a  man  who 
has  the  soul  of  an  artist  but  who  does  not  know 
how  to  mix  the  paints. 

Some  standard  by  which  the  service  might  be 
judged  for  the  presence  or  the  absence  of  "the 
miracle"  is  sorely  needed.  The  check  lists  in  the 
appendix  of  Dr.  Palmer's  book,  The  Art  of  Con- 
ducting Public  Worship,  are  invaluable  aids  as  a 
check  upon  the  minister  and  the  music.  To  score 
high  on  these  lists  would  do  much  to  assure  the 
presence  of  the  "miracle."  But  in  addition  cer- 
tain other  questions  need  to  be  raised. 

First,  does  the  service  give  a  profound  sense  of 
the  presence  of  God?  This  does  not  mean  merely 
the  wording  of  the  liturgy  nor  the  text  of  the  an- 
them. Rather  we  should  inquire  as  to  whether 
the  attitude  of  minister  and  congregation  has  been 
such  that  the  sanctuary  is  transformed  into  a  real 
holy  of  holies.  This  will  condition  the  choice  and 
the  use  of  worship  materials,  but  let  both  minister 
and  laymen  as  they  leave  the  church  ask  them- 
selves, "Did  I  meet  God  in  the  church  today?" 

Second,  does  the  service  provide  an  adequate  re- 
lease from  the  burdens  of  mind  and  spirit?  We 
do  not  intend  that  God  should  be  made  the  scape- 
goat in  our  services  but  his  Spirit  should  come  to 
us  with  strength  for  our  weakness  and  forgiveness 
for  our  mistakes.  Whatever  else  happens  we 
should  come  from  the  service  of  the  church  with 
square  shoulders,  set  jaw,  and  radiant  counte- 
nance. In  the  presence  of  God  there  should  come 
that  confidence  and  assurance  which  will  enable 
us  to  face  life  and  its  problems  victoriously  and 
the  feeling  will  be  that  of  "burdens  rolled  away." 

Third,  does  the  service  extend  the  horizon  of 
thought  and  interest?  The  minister's  task  is  to 
give  new  insights  into  spiritual  truth  and  relate 
them  in  a  positive  way  to  human  life  and  experi- 
ence. The  worshiper  should  leave  the  service  with 
some  bit  of  truth  that  will  serve  to  increase  his 
understanding  of  life,  broaden  his  sympathies,  en- 
large his  conception  of  brotherhood,  and  stimulate 
within  him  a  greater  willingness  to  live  a  life  of 
sacrificial  service  in  the  cause  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  human  brotherhood.  The  service  must 
leave  us  with  renewed  vision  and  make  us  want 
to  be  better  and  to  do  more. 

Fourth,  does  the  service  point  the  way?  Does 
it  show  us  how?  Too  many  services  leave  us  high 
and  dry  with  the  thought  in  our  minds  if  not  ac- 
tually expressed,  "That  is  a  fine  ideal  but  it  just 
won't  work."    The  service  has  the  difficult  task  to 
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perform  of  getting  our  heads  in  the  clouds,  but  at 
the  same  time  keeping  our  feet  solidly  on  the 
ground.  This  is  not  an  impossible  task  if  we  will 
give  ourselves  seriously  to  the  task  of  thinking 
concretely  and  realistically  with  regard  to  the 
ideals  and  teachings  of  Jesus. 

Sixth,  does  the  service  give  adequate  opportuni- 
ty for  the  worshiper  to  make  a  definite  decision  to 
"follow  the  gleam."  When  an  individual  receives 
a  new  vision  or  a  new  bit  of  truth,  but  is  given  no 
opportunity  to  commit  himself  to  that  vision  or 
bit  of  truth  he  is  being  encouraged  in  the  all  too 
prevalent  spiritual  malady  of  being  "overfed  and 
underexercised."  With  the  possible  exception  of 
the  revivalistic  technique,  which  in  many  cases  is 
a  caricature  of  the  thing  which  we  have  in  mind 
and  limited  entirely  to  the  unchurched,  there  has 
been  all  too  little  attention  given  to  this  phase  of 
worship  which  is  psychologically  necessary. 

Whatever  is  done  at  this  point  must  be  signif- 
icant but  not  embarrassing.  It  must  be  real  and 
not  mere  formality.  It  must  vary  in  keeping  with 
the  nature  of  the  commitment  and  the  thing  to 
which  commitment  is  being  made.  It  must  clinch 
and  personalize  the  service  for  every  sincere  wor- 
shiper. Our  present  services  for  the  most  part  are 
very  weak  at  this  point.  This  is  probably  the 
weakest  spot  in  the  whole  Protestant  service.  At 
the  very  moment  when  we  should  enjoy  the  peak 
of  our  religious  experience  through  worship,  in- 
stead of  having  a  great  climax,  we  have  a  rather 
weak  and  insignificant  "closing."  At  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  "miracle"  should  occur  we  provide 
it  with  an  inadequate  and  insignificant  setting  and 
channel  and  prepare  to  make  our  departure  from 
the  church. 

After  a  person  has  become  conscious  of  the 
presence  of  God;  after  he  has  found  release  from 
the  burdens  of  mind  and  heart  through  the  deep- 
ening of  faith  and  the  infilling  of  spiritual  power; 
and  after  he  has  been  presented  with  a  larger  vi- 
sion and  challenged  to  a  new  task,  then  he  is 
ready  to  have  the  "miracle"  consummated  in  his 
life.  Then  and  there  the  fusion  of  the  divine  Spir- 
it with  the  spirit  of  man  must  take  place.  When 
this  is  done  our  flesh  has  become  his  flesh  and  the 
"miracle"  in  Protestant  worship  has  taken  place. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


"There  are  still  many  people  who  should  know 
more  about  the  economic  depression  from  actual 
experience,"  he  said. 

I  looked  up  in  surprise. 

"For  their  own  good  as  well  as  for  the  good  of 
others,"  he  added. 

That  reassured  me,  for  I  know  that  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  hates  evil,  he  has  a  great  love  for 
his  fellow  men. 

Will  further  catastrophe  be  necessary  before  we 
can  have  a  fellowship  of  free  men?  As  long  as 
we  deal  with  superficial  causes  only,  we  surely  are 
inviting  further  calamity. 

Human  stupidity  and  selfishness  are  the  real 
causes  which  must  be  gradually  replaced  with  in- 
telligence and  goodwill.  It  is  a  big  enough  job  to 
challenge  the  best  efforts  of  the  church  and  all 
other  agencies  working  for  a  better  world. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Is  It   True? 

BY  PAUL  F.   BECHTOLD 

The  brother  with  whom  I  was  talking  has  de- 
veloped greater  insight  than  many  university 
men.  While  working  at  his  trade,  in  citizenship 
activities,  and  in  his  church  he  has  learned  much 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  ages. 


We   Need   the    Camps 

BY  ELGIN  KINTNER 

In  these  days  of  authoritarianism  and  militar- 
ism, we  peace-loving  people  bow  our  heads  in 
shame  that  such  a  departure  from  the  true  teach- 
ing of  love  has  been  made.  There  is  no  need  to 
reiterate  the  amount  of  regimentation  and  state 
discipline  forced  upon  the  freedom-loving  peoples 
of  the  rest  of  the  world.  And  constantly  it  is  be- 
ing pointed  out  that  our  own  country  is  gradually 
drifting  into  a  system  of  centralized  authority 
which  dips  into  the  bill  of  rights  and  tends  to  dic- 
tate action. 

When  the  subject  of  conscription  was  before 
Congress  there  were  many  reasons  given  why 
such  a  program  of  action  should  be  adopted. 
Among  them  was  the  thought  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  for  American  youth  to  be  subject  to  a  year's 
intensive  discipline  and  training  just  for  its  in- 
trinsic value. .  It  was  said  that  American  youth 
are  soft,  and  to  an  extent  irresponsible.  Whether 
this  argument  was  to  mask  a  more  subtle  attempt 
to  secure  the  support  of  thinking  men  and  women 
cannot  be  argued,  but  at  least  it  was  the  statement 
of  an  actual  need  that  more  and  more  people  are 
beginning  to  express. 

We  of  school  age  are  being  constantly  reminded 
by  our  elder  associates,  "I  never  had  it  as 
easy  when  I  was  your  age,"  "Children  are  no 
longer  taught  to  mind  their  parents,"  and 
"You've  never  known  what  a  good  day's  work  is." 
The  implications  here  are  one  and  the  same: 
American  youth  are  getting  soft.  This  trend  was 
the  one  that  the  nazis  themselves  were  first  to 
combat  in  their  intensive  training  and  disciplin- 
ing of  their  youth. 
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Like  many  other  useful  things,  a  bad  end  may 
be  the  outcome  sought,  but  if  forces  are  so  gath- 
ered and  directed  an  exceedingly  good  end  can 
also  result.  The  matter  of  parental  and  self-dis- 
cipline has  long  been  practiced  by  the  sturdy  pio- 
neers of  our  church.  The  moral  fiber  of  our  par- 
ents, grandparents  and  the  founders  of  our  church 
speaks  for  itself  when  the  question  of  practice  of 
hard  work  and  discipline  is  reviewed.  As  to  my 
generation,  my  brothers,  my  friends  and  myself, 
I  am  wondering.  To  be  sure,  if  my  great-grand- 
father when  he  was  at  my  age  were  to  be  thrust 
into  this  modern  and  complicated  age,  the  stress, 
strain  and  complexity  of  this  time  would  probably 
tax  even  his  physical  vigor.  Yet,  if  a  reasonable 
time  were  given  him  to  adjust  himself,  I  dare  say 
that  he  would  far  outstrip  any  of  us  when  it  comes 
to  matters  of  mental  health,  making  the  most  of 
the  opportunities  we  have,  weighing  values  ac- 
curately and  giving  each  its  proper  significance, 
and  finally,  in  finding  peace  with  God,  man,  and 
himself.  It  is  the  qualities  that  our  elders  had, 
and  that  are  so  necessary  and  applicable  in  our 
time,  that  we  need — the  qualities  of  discipline, 
hard  work  and  training. 

When  I  was  younger  and  spent  the  summers  on 
grandpa's  farm,  I  remember  the  most  discourag- 
ing job  that  ever  came  my  way  was  cutting  the 
Canada  thistles  out  of  the  corn  and  grain.  It  al- 
ways seemed  that  every  time  I  looked  around 
where  I  thought  I  had  cleaned  a  patch,  there  were 
still  a  few  more  to  cut  and  it  did  seem  awfully  un- 
important to  me  to  have  to  hoe  clear  to  the  end  of 
the  rows  where  the  cultivator  had  caught  the  last 
hill  of  corn,  or  where  there  was  an  unproductive 
wagon  lane.  But  there  was  always  one  thing  that 
grandfather  insisted  upon,  "There's  no  use  doing 
a  job  unless  you  do  it  well."  Whether  it  was  a 
pleasant  job  or  whether  it  was  one  of  those  un- 
pleasant ones  that  had  to  be  done,  these  sturdy 
men  jumped  in  with  a  determination  to  see  it 
through  and  make  a  good  job  out  of  it.  There  was 
no  turning  aside  from  the  thing  that  needed  to  be 
done,  no  figuring  around  to  find  a  way  of  getting 
out  of  it;  there  was  no  putting  off  until  tomorrow, 
for  on  the  morrow  there  was  other  work  just  as 
important  that  had  to  be  done.  Discipline  and 
training,  self-discipline,  parental  discipline,  spir- 
itual discipline  were  the  essentials  of  survival  in 
their  times. 

In  this  modern  age  where  mental  illness  is  on 
the  increase,  where  knowledge  has  driven  back 
the  black  of  ignorance,  where  people  know  better, 
but  will  not  live  up  to  their  light,  we  need  disci- 
pline. We  know  that  overeating  taxes  our  sys- 
tems.   We  know  that  short  hours  of  sleep  are  like 


"whipping  a  tired  horse."  We  know  that  we  must 
observe  certain  simple  health  rules.  We  know 
that  we  must  feed  our  spiritual  being.  We  know 
that  it  is  to  our  advantage  to  see  our  neighbor 
prosper.  We  know  what  is  virtuous,  but  we  do 
not  have  the  backbone  and  discipline  to  train  our- 
selves to  do  it. 

Military  training  would  teach  youth  to  respect 
elders  and  men  of  authority;  it  would  train  men 
physically  because  it  is  forced  upon  them;  it 
would  force  men  to  do  some  unpleasant  tasks — 
maybe  for  the  first  time  in  life.  Military  training 
teaches  a  man  to  do  a  job  well,  but  only  through 
the  threat  of  reprisal.  Military  training  would  do 
all  this  for  our  youth,  yet  it  is  not  the  answer  to 
our  problem.  It  does  not  teach  brotherliness,  love, 
free  self-discipline  and  a  host  of  other  things  that 
are  the  teachings  of  our  church  or  of  any  decent 
society. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  would  like  to  support 
the  definite  program  of  our  church  for  a  system  of 
camps  by  which  at  least  our  youth  may  get  the 
benefits  of  army  discipline  along  with  the  more 
important  discipline  of  hard  work,  spiritual  up- 
lift, and  the  teaching  of  a  democracy  that  exem- 
plifies brotherliness  and  love — all  along  with  a 
definite  manual  and  physical  training. 

The  possibilities  of  this  training  are  immense. 
First  of  all,  and  possibly  of  a  more  immediate 
nature,  it  would  serve  as  a  definite  and  satisfac- 
tory type  of  alternative  service.  The  program 
would  have  to  be  of  such  a  nature  that  it  would 
truly  gain  the  respect  of  governmental  officials. 
Secondly,  the  training  could  include  intensive  in- 
struction on  such  subjects  as  the  doctrines  and 
policies  of  the  church  where  more  of  the  actual 
church  government  is  taught — a  phase  of  church 
training  that  is  most  sadly  neglected.  It  could  be 
on  the  ideals  of  citizenship  as  implied  by  our 
church  teachings,  and  on  subjects  of  spiritual  and 
mental  health  as  applications  of  the  basic  and 
fundamental  practices  of  the  church. 

And  lastly,  these  camps  would  not  be  places 
where  one  spends  his  time  docilely  basking  in  the 
sun  on  a  beach,  or  places  to  spend  a  year's  vaca- 
tion. Intelligent  leaders  would  instill  a  Christian 
discipline  over  a  period  of  intensive  training  that 
would  strengthen  the  backbone  of  any  young,  red- 
blooded  American. 

The  sacrifices  that  are  being  made  by  everyone 
in  these  times  are  great.  The  tragedy  is  that 
these  cannot  be  directed  toward  the  maintenance 
and  increase  of  world  peace  and  brotherliness.  In 
directing  our  sacrifices  of  an  equal  intensity  to- 
ward our  program,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  are 
immense.    We  must  think  seriously  of  the  amount 
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we  set  aside  as  our  share,  for  when  we  think  of 
the  great  cost  the  peoples  of  Europe  are  paying 
for  their  cause,  we  realize  the  program  ahead  of 
us  is  great  and  that  we  must  not  fail  in  its  sup- 
port. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 


God  and  Jesus  According  to  Modernism 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

Men  in  general  seem  to  have  ever  made  a  fail- 
ure of  their  religious  life.  We  do  not  know  how 
long  it  was  that  Adam  and  Eve  tended  the  garden 
before  they  listened  to  the  devil  instead  of  obey- 
ing God.  That  was  the  reason  for  their  downfall, 
and  disobedience  of  the  commandments  of  the 
same  God  has  been  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of 
millions  upon  millions  more.  And  there  possibly 
never  was  a  time  during  the  past  ages  when  the 
people  were  in  such  a  desperate  condition  as  they 
are  now,  for  they  are  hiding  in  the  earth  in  order 
to  escape  from  the  death  that  is  falling  upon 
them — and  we  may  be  just  at  the  beginning  of 
our  sorrows. 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  disasters  that  sin  has  brought 
upon  the  children  of  men,  they  seem  to  grow  more 
determined  each  year  to  get  farther  and  farther 
away  from  the  teaching  of  our  Lord  and  Master. 
There  is  only  one  way  in  which  we  can  do  any- 
thing to  remedy  conditions,  and  that  is  by  our  way 
of  living.  We  can  live  better  and  we  can  teach 
better.  But  the  world  is  inclined  now  as  it  has 
been  for  so  much  of  its  history.  How  often  in  the 
past  men  were  invited  to  change  their  way  and 
the  new  way  was  clearly  shown  to  them;  but  they 
would  not. 

For  a  number  of  years  modernism  has  had  much 
to  do  with  the  departures  from  the  faith.  It  could 
not  be  otherwise,  for  the  modernists  could  not  but 
have  an  influence  over  some  people,  and  that  in- 
fluence would  be  against  belief  in  the  Bible  as  the 
Book  of  God.  They  describe  God  as  "The  Abso- 
lute," "God,  infinite  and  eternal  energy — not  a 
person."  They  say,  "God  has  no  existence  apart 
from  the  universe  and  never  had.  The  latter  is 
eternal.    There  never  has  been  a  creation." 

"It  is  only  as  we  read  God  in  the  universe  that 
we  can  know  anything  about  him.  The  whole 
cosmic  process  is  one  uprising  of  the  being  of  God, 
from  itself  to  itself." 

"With  what  God  have  we  to  do  except  the  God 
that  is  eternally  man?  Essentially  God  is  man — 
the  fount  of  humanity." 

"From  matter  and  force  comes  intelligence,  and 
from  these  come  morality  and  religion." 

Such  is  the  description  or  definition  of  God  as 
given  by  men  who  would  do  away  with  the  God 


whom  we  have  been  taught  to  worship  and  obey. 
I  do  not  like  such  a  god.  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
god  who  is  a  product  of  matter  can  be  a  father  to 
his  people.  The  cosmic  process  is  without  intel- 
ligence; it  is  the  cosmic  process  that  produces,  or 
from  which  come  intelligence,  morality  and  re- 
ligion. Who  caused  the  cosmic  process?  To  cre- 
ate and  order  the  universe  as  we  see  it  was  not 
the  work  of  some  blind,  deaf,  dumb  and  dead 
process.  "The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God; 
and  the  firmament  showeth  his  handiwork."  "In 
them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun."  "We 
believe  in  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of 
heaven  and  earth." 

Then  Jesus  is  defined  as  follows:  "An  idyllic 
figure."  "The  flower  of  humanity."  "The  world's 
greatest  ethical  teacher."  "A  man  so  good  his  de- 
luded followers  took  him  for  a  god."  "Jesus  was 
divine — and  in  the  same  sense,  all  are  divine.  The 
spark  of  divinity  only  needs  to  be  fanned  into 
flame."  "In  Christ  humanity  was  divinity  and 
divinity  was  humanity."  "The  recorded  miracles 
of  Christ  are  merely  exaggerations  of  events  that 
are  entirely  explicable  from  natural  causes."  "Je- 
sus spoke  in  accommodation  to  the  ideas  of  his 
contemporaries  and  held  the  current  Jewish  no- 
tions." "Those  who  record  the  virgin  birth  were 
doubtless  influenced  by  pagan  fables,  thinking 
thus  to  secure  the  honor  of  celestial  paternity." 
"A  virgin  birth  and  a  literal  resurrection  are  no 
essential  part  of  Christian  faith.  Christ  was  a 
master  product  of  evolution." 

After  reading  such  a  theory  as  to  what  Christ 
was  and  did,  one  can  but  wonder  what  there  is 
left  of  the  Christian  faith,  since  believing  in  him 
as  the  Son  of  God  is  "no  essential  part  of  Chris- 
tian faith."  The  Bible  tells  us  of  men  who  would 
take  one  part  of  a  tree  or  log  and  make  part  of  it 
into  firewood,  while  they  would  take  another  part 
and  fashion  it  into  a  god,  and  fall  down  and  wor- 
ship it.  The  wooden  god  knows  nothing,  sees 
nothing,  hears  nothing,  feels  nothings;  he  cannot 
walk  and  cannot  talk.  What  can  he  do?  Nothing. 
Paul  wrote:  "Professing  themselves  to  be  wise, 
they  became  fools,  and  changed  the  glory  of  the 
uncorruptible  God  into  an  image  made  like  to  cor- 
ruptible man,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed  beasts, 
and  creeping  things." 

The  wisdom  of  man  is  foolishness  with  God. 
Job  found  that  out  long  ago.  If  men  were  now 
brought  to  the  presence  of  God  as  Job  was,  would 
they  feel  different  from  what  he  did?  "I  have 
heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear;  but  now 
mine  eye  seeth  thee;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself, 
and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 

Rehobeth,  Md. 
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HOME      AND      FAMILY 


A  Mother's  Question 

BY   IDA   M.   FISHER 

Can  we  have  peace  if  we  teach  war? 
Tin  soldiers  gay  in  colors  bright, 
Are  formed  in  ranks  to  march  to  fight 
Imagined  enemies. 
With  fife  and  drum  along  they  come 
Marching  like  soldiers  strong  and  brave, 
And  gun  in  arm.    We  think  no  harm 
Can  come  when  it  is  only  play — 
But  think  what  you  instill  into 
The  minds  of  these,  our  future  men. 
Why  not  teach  peace? 


Lewiston,  Pa. 


Managing  Mother 

BY  ADA  C.  SELL 
In  Two  Parts — Part  Two 

Everything  was  lovely  the  first  evening  of  Celia's 
visit.  The  children  wore  their  company  manners. 
Did  I  say  the  first  evening?     Well,  not  quite  all  of  it! 

There  was  that  "silly"  call  for  Mother,  to  quote  six- 
teen-year-old May. 

"Yes,  this  is  Gordons'.  You  wish  to  speak  to  Mrs. 
Gordon?     Just  a  minute!     Mother!" 

"Yes,  May." 

Then  the  whispering  of  horrified  May,  "Why  should 
Mr.  Terry  wish  to  speak  with  you,  Mother?  Surely  you 
wouldn't  let  him  date  you?  I'd  be  so  embarrassed! 
And  at  your  age,  Mother!     Please,  please!" 

"May!"  came  sharply  from  the  kitchen.  Aunt  Celia 
sent  her  on  an  errand.  Presently  Lucy  came  blushing 
from  the  telephone  call. 

"Uhhuh!     Date!"  laughed  Celia,  hopeful. 

"No-o-oh!" 

"Why  not?"  snapped  Celia. 

"W-e-11  .  .  ." 

"You  wanted  to,  I  can  see  that!" 

"Oh,  Celia,  I  couldn't  take  it!  What  with  May's  talk- 
ing the  way  she  did,  you  heard  her!  Makes  me  feel  as 
if  forty-three  is  the  same  as  ninety!  For  years  I 
wouldn't  go  out  with  anyone;  I  wouldn't  dare  give  them 
a  stepfather,  now.    Well,  Celia,  you  see  how  it  is." 

"Yes,  I  see,  Lucy!  Sometimes  I'd  like  to  get  a  good 
strap  and  send  you  away  and  use  it!  I  blame  you  a 
lot,  though.  This  is  just  like  it  was  with  dishwashing 
and  some  other  things;  rather  than  have  them  feel  bad, 
you  give  in!" 

"Sh!     Ted's  coming."    Ted  was  May's  twin. 

"Mom!  Can  I  have  the  car  tonight?  Fellows  and 
girls  planned  a  weenie  roast  up  on  the  Knob.  Can  I? 
I'll  just  yell  to  Tom  it's  O.K.     May  I?" 

"Hey!     Tom!     See  you  at  the  corner  at  five!" 

"Why,  Ted!  Your  mother  never  said  you  could! 
What  do  you  mean,  railroading  your  way  to  using  the 
car  like  that?  I  happen  to  know  your  Mother  and  I 
were  going  to  a  lecture,"  protested  Aunt  Celia. 

"Ted!     Was  that  nice?"  thinly  protested  Mother. 

"Sorry,  Mom!  I  really  didn't  mean  to  be  like  that 
sounded.    Must  I  say  it's  off?    Must  I?    It  would  look  so 


dumb!     Just  this  once,  Mom!     I'll  never  do  it  again!" 

"No,  not  until  the  next  time,"  said  Aunt  Celia. 

"Oh,  let  it  go!  We  can  go  on  the  streetcar,"  said 
Mother,  literally  trembling  under  the  shadow  of  Celia's 
disapproval.  It  was  a  veritable  dark  cloud.  Celia 
flounced  to  her  room,  ready  to  explode.  In  an  hour 
she  was  able  to  control  herself,  and  really  feel  sorry  for 
Lucy.  It  helped  when  she  saw  Ted  helping  his  Moth- 
er in  the  kitchen,  even  if  it  was  spreading  icing  on  the 
cake  that  simply  had  to  be  baked  for  the  trip  to  the 
Knob.  Yes,  and  he  packed  the  hamper  while  little 
Johnny  cleaned  out  the  cake  bowl. 

Then  the  youngest  lady  in  the  Gordon  family  inno- 
cently broke  the  calm. 

"Mother,  you  get  ready  and  go  over  town  and  get 
yourself  one  of  those  taffeta  dresses  at  Lofty's.  Try  a 
blue  like  the  one  in  the  window.  I  don't  want  you  to 
go  to  church  in  that  dotted  Swiss  again." 

"My,  dear  me!  Does  Miss  Joan  select  her  Mother's 
wardrobe?    Since  when?"  scorned  Aunt  Celia. 

Tears  for  Joan,  and  a  terrible  hurt  feeling  in  the 
solitude  of  her  room  for  three  whole  hours,  an  eternity 
to  her.    Aunt  Celia  grim  and  silent,  Lucy  nervous. 

Young  appetites  demand.  Thus  Joan  had  to  termin- 
ate her  stay  in  her  bedroom  to  surreptitiously  snatch  a 
cold  snack  from  the  icebox  in  lieu  of  a  missed  meal. 
She  felt  so  much  better  after  that,  and  astounded  Aunt 
Celia. 

"Aunt  Celia,  truly  I'm  sorry.  I  do  want  Mother  to 
look  pretty.  But  I  realize  I  shouldn't  expect  to  pick 
out  her  dresses.  The  trouble  is  we  almost  have  to  drag 
her  to  town  before  she'll  buy  anything  for  herself." 

"Yes,  dear,  I  can  well  imagine  your  Mother  needs 
prodding  along  that  line.  It  isn't  so  much  that  one 
thing,  child,  but  an  accumulation  of  incidents  that  has 
made  me  feel  very  bad.  So  bad  indeed  that  I  could  cry 
and  cry.    Sit  here,  and  let's  talk  this  thing  over." 

Lucy  had  gone  to  her  room  immediately  upon  hear- 
ing her  younger  daughter's  apology  to  her  and  Celia. 
Somehow  her  throat  was  choking  with  sobs.  Senti- 
mental to  the  extreme  when  it  came  to  cherishing  her 
darlings,  it  melted  her  instantly  when  they  showed  a 
spirit  like  Joan's  on  her  account.  Life  was  so  much  a 
come-day,  come-happenings  in  their  household,  and 
the  events  were  not  cemented  by  enough  of  the  expres- 
sion of  the  finer  sentiment,  which  was  really  there  all 
the  time,  but  stayed  in  hiding  too  much. 

"Joan,  do  you  realize  that  you  older  children  are 
managing  your  Mother?  You  may  do  it  thoughtlessly, 
to  be  sure.  But  after  this  visit  of  mine,  if  you  do  it 
again,  it  will  be  not  thoughtlessly,  but  with  malice 
aforethought,"  said  Aunt  Celia,  ending  on  a  note  of 
nervous  laughter. 

"Why,  Aunt  Celia!     How  terrible!"  gasped  Joan. 

"Yes,  and  I  mean  it!  You  talk  to  May.  She  objects 
to  your  Mother  having  what  she  calls  a  date.  Why 
should  she?  Makes  your  Mother  feel  twice  her  age. 
In  fact,  May  makes  me  very,  very  indignant  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  can't  trust  myself  to  speak  to  her.  I  expect  you 
to,  Joan." 

"Oh,  surely,  I  know  what  you  mean!  Sis  isn't  so 
many  years  older  than  I,  but  she  acts  like  it's  ages. 
Bosses  me,  and  acts  so  simple  if  a  fellow  calls  her  up, 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— January   18,   1941 


11 


like  he's  asking  her  to  marry  her  when  it's  just  for  a 
picnic  date.  That's  why  so  few  fellows  date  her.  But 
she  mustn't  hear  me  say  such  things,  or  it  will  be  too 
bad." 

""I  see  you  are  very  sensible,  Joan.  We  must  forgive 
May  some  things;  her  actions  are  in  the  nature  of  a 
phase  of  emotions,  more  pronounced  in  her  type  than 
it  could  ever  be  in  yours.  No  use  for  romance  beyond 
twenty-five,  or  so,  huh?" 

"How  did  you  guess,  Aunt  Celia?  That's  how  she  is, 
so  afraid  she  won't  be  married  before  then,  while  I  want 
to  do  so  many,  many  things  before  I  marry,  if  I  ever 
do." 

"You  will,  child,"  laughed  Aunt  Celia. 

"I  positively  will  not  tolerate  a  repetition  of  the  way 
she  treated  your  Mother  after  that  phone  call,  Joan," 
continued  Aunt  Celia.  "So  it's  up  to  you  to  make  her 
understand,  unless  you  want  old  Aunt  Celia  to  put  out 
the  storm  signals.  The  storm  will  come,  I  assure  you! 
And,  dear,  it  would  be  the  last  one;  it  has  not  been 
pleasant  to  seem  to  stir  up  fusses,  when  all  the  time 
I  .  .  ." 

Aunt  Celia  could  not  go  on. 

"You  did  it  to  help.  Thank  you,  Aunt  Celia,  for  all 
you've  done  through  the  years,  and  much  of  it  was  not 
appreciated  at  the  time,"  said  Joan,  kissing  her  aunt. 

"Really,  you  have  done  lots  for  us.  Mother  has  been 
too  easy,  too  sacrificial,  if  you  know  what  I  mean. 
Many  a  time  I  felt  vaguely  an  unfitness  in  things  that 
happened,  but  there  was  Mother,  always  making  it  so 
easy  for  us  to  be  selfish,  while  it  seemed  so  natural  for 
her  to  be  unselfish.  I  know  what  you're  going  to  say 
next.  Ted  and  the  car.  It  makes  me  angry,  too.  So 
I'm  a   little   like  you,   not   like   Mother.     If  I   were,   I 


Bro.  Norman  Shellenberger  of  McAllisterville,  Pa., 
sends  us  the  above  photograph  of  his  mother,  who 
"was  ninety-four  years  old  Dec.  30,  1940.  He  says 
that  for  her  age  she  is  in  remarkably  good  health, 
both  mentally  and  physically.  She  is  the  widow 
of  Bro.  Harry  J.  Shellenberger,  who  was  well  known 
•as  an  active  church  and  business  man.  He  led  the 
singing  for  many  years  at  various  church  gatherings 
■and  often  at  Annual  Meeting.  We  rejoice  in  the 
long  years  God  has  given  this,  and  every  good 
mother,  to  crown  her  life  of  Christian  service  in 
home  and  church.- — C.  D.  Bonsack. 


would  suffer  too  much.    I  wish  she  wouldn't  be  so  self- 
less.   But  it's  too  late  to  do  much  about  her  now." 

"Indeed  it  isn't,  dear!  You  talk  to  Ted,  too.  So  will 
I.  We'll  make  it  a  matter  of  self-respect  with  him.  I'm 
sure  he'll  come  through  with  flying  colors,  Joan.  It's 
May  I'm  most  afraid  of.  She  can  make  things  disagree- 
able. If  she  only  knew  it,  she  constitutes  the  real 
problem.  She  thinks  her  Mother  does,  or  seemed  to 
tonight." 

"I'm  sure  she'll  come  around,  Aunt  Celia.  She  really 
loves  Mother,  and  it  won't  be  long  until  she  will  see 
herself  how  fine  Mother  really  is." 

"Oh,  wuid  some  one  the  giftie  gie  us  .  .  ." 

"To  see  ourselves  as  ithers  see  us!"   laughed  Aunt 
Celia,  kissing  Joan  a  fond  good  night.     She  had  high 
hopes  for  Lucy's  future,  having  enlisted  the  starry-eyed 
girl  in  the  vanguard  of  battle. 
Altoona,  Pa. 


Education  and  Morals 

BY   ULRICH  KNOCH 

Why  cling  to  outmoded  standards  of  morality  in  these 
times?  This  is  the  question  that  is  being  asked  by 
many  who  feel  themselves  hampered  or  restrained  by 
the  conventionalities  that  still  remain  with  us.  Why 
not  companionate  marriage,  living  together  as  long  as 
it  suits  either  or  both,  and  then  dissolving  the  bonds  and 
seeking  another  mate?  What's  wrong  with  horse  rac- 
ing, gambling  or  drinking  as  long  as  it  afford  thrills? 
Why  should  our  physical  passions,  appetites  and  desires 
be  curbed  in  any  direction  when  enjoyment  or  pleasure 
is  now  regarded  by  many  as  the  supreme  end  of  life?  Is 
not  man  the  supreme  arbiter  of  his  destiny — the  captain 
of  his  fate? 

A  noted  professor  at  one  of  our  great  state  universi- 
ties has  evolved  a  philosophy  of  life  of  his  own.  He  has 
written  a  book  expressing  his  views  that  people  should 
indulge  in  marital  infidelity  to  preserve  their  homes  and 
that  "temporary  episodes"  should  not  be  excluded  from 
a  "permanent  marriage."  Also  he  states  that  the  evils 
of  adultery  are  exaggerated  in  a  "peculiar  and  quite 
irrational"  way.  These  are  not  merely  his  theories,  but 
the  factual  practices  of  his  life,  for  he  has  been  married 
three  times  and  his  first  two  wives  have  divorced  him 
on  the  ground  of  adultery.  He  is  the  father  of  both 
legitimate  and  illegitimate  children.  Yet  this  man  is  a 
"respected"  college  professor,  and  though  his  "personal 
ethical  and  moral  views"  may  not  meet  approval  by 
high  educational  dignitaries,  this  does  not  prevent  him 
from  being  selected  to  lecture  on  other  topics  at  one  of 
the  greatest  and  oldest  of  American  universities,  nor 
from  appointment  as  professor  of  philosophy  in  a  great 
eastern  college. 

But  is  there  anything  really  wrong  in  this  man,  recog- 
nized as  pre-eminent  in  intellectual  attainments  and 
outward  culture,  from  lecturing  to  our  youth  so  long  as 
he  does  not  give  vent  to  his  "peculiar"  views  on  adul- 
tery and  family  life?  Should  an  immoral  professor 
be  a  mentor  or  teacher  over  youth  where  certainly  mor- 
al principles  are — or  should  be  sought  to  be  inculcated? 
Or,  have  we  come  to  a  time  when  the  teaching  of  morals 
is  no  longer  thought  necessary  in  the  curriculum  of 
higher  education?  Shall  we  be  satisfied  to  give  our 
young  manhood  and  womanhood  an  outer  veneer  of  in- 
(Continued  on  Page  21) 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

Director  of  Brethren  Civil- 
ian Service 


Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Service 

BY   M.   R.    ZIGLER 
Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee 

The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  a  meeting  held  in  Chicago,  Dec.  18  and  19,  1940, 
approved  the  plan  proposed  by  our  government  to  es- 
tablish work  of  national  im- 
portance under  civilian  con- 
trol through  the  leadership  of 
our  church  in  co-operation 
with  other  bodies  of  similar 
faith.  On  Dec.  20,  1940,  Dr. 
Clarence  A.  Dykstra,  National 
Director  of  the  Selective  Serv- 
ice system,  presented  a  letter 
to  Paul  Comly  French,  Execu- 
tive Secretary  of  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious 
Conscientious  Objectors,  in 
which  he  said,  "I  am  very 
glad  to  have  your  letter  of  De- 
cember 20th  which  brings  the 
news  that  the  groups  which 
you  represent  are  prepared  to 
go  along  with  us  within  the  limits  of  their  ability  to 
prosecute  a  program  of  work  of  national  importance 
under  civilian  direction,  and  to  take  such  heavy  re- 
sponsibility in  connection  with  it." 

The  Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious  Objectors, 
appointed  by  Annual  Conference,  and  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee,  which  is  authorized  by  the  Annual 
Conference,  jointly  decided  that  the  Advisory  Commit- 
tee should  represent  the  church  in  our  relationship  with 
the  government  and  that  the  Brethren  Service  Commit- 
tee should  administer  the  program  of  national  impor- 
tance or  alternative  service  for  conscientious  objectors. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  church  and  the  state  came 
to  an  agreement  regarding  plans  of  alternative  service, 
it  was  felt  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  that  a 
director  of  Brethren  civilian  service  should  be  selected 
immediately.  It  was  decided  to  call  Paul  H.  Bowman, 
president  of  Bridgewater  College,  to  serve  in  this  most 
important  work  of  the  church.  Brother  Bowman  as 
president  of  the  college  is  a  very  busy  man.  He  has 
given  much  time  since  Conference  to  dealing  with  the 
problems  assigned  to  the  Advisory  Committee  besides 
carrying  his  regular  duties.  He  stated  emphatically 
that  he  was  not  a  candidate  for  the  position,  but  that  if 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  and  other  church  lead- 
ers felt  that  he  should  give  time  to  this  work,  and  if 
the  trustees  of  Bridgewater  College  could  see  their  way 
clear  to  release  him  temporarily,  he  would  not  decline 
the  call.  A  meeting  of  the  enlarged  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  trustees  of  Bridgewater  College  met  on  Jan. 
4,  1941.  At  this  time  the  request  for  the  release  of 
Brother  Bowman  was  presented.  After  very  careful 
deliberation  it  was  decided  most  generously  by  the 
trustees  to  grant  the  request  and  to  continue  the  support 
of  the  president  with  the  understanding  that  if  any  ex- 
tra help  would  be  needed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
college  due  to  the  president's  absence  the  brotherhood 
should  provide  for  the  extra  expense  incurred. 


The  completion  of  this  transaction  gives  stability  to 
our  alternative  service  program.  The  members  of  our 
church  can  now  feel  that  someone  will  give  time  to  dis- 
cover the  outstanding  objectives  of  our  camp  program, 
to  organize  the  project  and  to  work  out  the  details 
necessary  to  make  our  camps  effective  not  only  for  the 
church  but  in  the  development  of  good  citizenship.  The 
generosity  of  the  trustees  and  faculty  of  Bridgewater 
College  sets  a  pattern  for  the  entire  church  and  all  oth- 
er institutions  under  the  direction  of  the  church.  If  our 
entire  church  sacrifices  as  Bridgewater  College  has  been 
willing  to  do,  we  will  be  able  to  carry  the  burden  that 
has  been  thrust  upon  us.  We  will  be  victorious  in  pro- 
portion as  the  entire  church  sacrifices  during  the  next 
five  years,  the  time  that  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1940  is  to  cover. 

Elgin,  III. 


An  Open  Letter  to  the  Church 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

The  entire  brotherhood  now  knows  of  the  special  ses- 
sion of  the  Standing  Committee  and  has  received 
through  the  columns  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  Jan.  4 
the  important  statement  of  the  moderator  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  There  have  been  important  developments 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee.  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  has  approved  a  plan  of  procedure  sub- 
mitted by  the  Selective  Service  Board  for  those  draftees 
who  by  religious  conviction  cannot  accept  military 
training  and  service.  They  are  to  be  offered  twelve 
months  of  alternative  training  and  service  under  civilian 
direction  in  work  of  national  importance.  This  pro- 
gram will,  for  an  experimental  period  of  six  months,  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  church  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  its  ability  to  carry  on  such  a  program  with  dig- 
nity and  efficiency.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  by 
action  of  its  representative  agreed,  along  with  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  and  Mennonites,  to  assume  this  re- 
sponsibility. This  agreement  involves  the  establishment, 
organization,  and  maintenance  of  Brethren  training 
camps  to  which  probably  five  hundred  young  men  of 
the  church  will  be  annually  assigned  by  the  National 
Selective  Service  Board. 

Under  the  interpretation  which  has  now  been  given 
to  the  Selective  Service  Act  there  are  but  two  alter- 
natives for  the  conscientious  objector.  One  is  to  fit  into 
the  military  plan  either  by  suppressing  his  convictions 
and  becoming  a  full-fledged  soldier  or  by  taking  non- 
combatant  service  within  the  army — either  procedure 
leading  to  the  same  place:  the  abandoning  of  our  peace 
position.  The  other  alternative  is  to  take  the  full  and 
unqualified  position  of  a  conscientious  objector.  The 
law  then  provides,  as  stated  above,  an  alternative  for 
military  training  and  service  in  the  form  of  "service  of 
national  importance  under  civilian  direction."  The  gov- 
ernment now  has  no  detailed  plan  of  its  own  and  no 
appropriation  for  this  type  of  training  and  service.  This 
significant  fact  is  the  basis  of  the  invitation  and  the 
opportunity  which  the  government  extends  to  the  his- 
toric peace  churches.  If  we  reject  this  invitation  the 
government  may  then  take  over  the  program  in  its  en- 
tirety.    Under   the   present  plan   the   government  will 
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provide  some  technical  leadership  and  perhaps  some 
simple  tools  and  equipment.  The  transportation  of  men 
to  and  from  our  church  camps  will  also  be  provided. 
That  is  all.  The  men  who  stand  by  their  convictions — 
our  convictions — -do  it  at  a  price.  They  not  only  devote 
themselves  to  twelve  months  of  hard  labor,  but  unlike 
the  soldier,  they  work  without  pay.  There  is  no  glam- 
our to  the  cause  our  boys  are  choosing;  no  blast  of 
trumpets,  no  parades,  no  bright  uniforms,  no  beat  of 
drums  and  no  stage-farewells  when  they  leave  home. 
The  honor  of  their  position  is  that  of  unselfish  and  sacri- 
ficial toil  for  the  welfare  of  future  generations.  Their 
compensation  is  the  satisfaction  which  comes  as  a  re- 
ward of  following  the  "light  of  truth  at  whatever  cost. 
It  is  the  reward  of  prophets,  saints,  martyrs,  and  bene- 
factors of  the  race. 

The  important  question  for  the  church  at  large  is:  are 
we  ready  to  join  in  the  sacrifice  which  our  young  men 
are  now  ready  to  make?  Those  who  choose  the  way  of 
the  conscientious  objector  choose  the  way  of  the  second 
mile.  They  do  it  out  of  loyalty  to  their  faith  and  in 
their  resolve  to  defend  the  position  to  which  their 
church  is  committed.  These  men  will  undoubtedly  pay 
the  price  gladly  and  rejoice  in  the  clear  vision  of  their 
fathers'  faith.  The  church  will  need  to  raise  some 
money.  No  one  knows  how  much.  It  may  require  one 
hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  year.  It  could  be 
two  hundred  thousand  or  even  more.  If  our  young  men 
of  able  body  must  give  one  full  year  of  unremunerated 
service  to  the  nation  as  a  price  for  their  conviction,  it 
would  seem  that  the  rest  of  us  who  share  that  same 
conviction  might  at  least  give  a  liberal  share  of  a  year's 
income.  The  church,  we  believe,  will  meet  this  chal- 
lenge unstintingly  and  will  do  it  without  subtracting 
from  the  other  interests  of  the  church. 

The  situation  by  which  we  are  confronted  has  been 
described  as  a  crisis  in  the  life  of  the  church.  It  is  much 
more  than  that.  It  is  one  of  those  supreme  emergencies 
born  of  challenge,  opportunity,  and  a  chance  to  serve 
God  in  new  and  unusual  ways.  It  calls  for  unity  of 
spirit,  mutual  sacrifice  and  trust  in  God. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  approaching  this  situa- 
tion in  the  company  and  fellowship  of  other  conscien- 
tious objector  groups.  All  Brethren  bodies  have  been  in 
joint  conference  again  and  again.  The  Society  of  Friends 
and  our  Mennonite  brethren  are  organizing  their  work 
on  a  large  scale  and  in  complete  co-operation  with  the 
Brethren.  Other  Protestant  groups  are  lending  their 
sympathy  and  financial  support.  The  passion  for  peace 
and  faith  in  the  principles  of  brotherhood  and  goodwill 
are  burning  in  millions  of  hearts  regardless  of  race  or 
creed. 

The  clear  voice  of  the  conscientious  objector  is  now 
sorely  needed  in  the  life  of  mankind.  The  world  has 
never  been  so  seriously  threatened  by  the  gods  of  war. 
Our  own  nation  appears  to  be  moving  nearer  and  nearer 
to  involvement.  This  nation  needs  poise,  good  sense, 
and  clear  vision.  Freedom,  democracy,  human  rights, 
religious  liberty,  morality,  education  and  many  other 
values  are  in  the  balance.  We  can,  like  other  nations, 
easily  throw  away  the  priceless  values  of  democracy  in 
our  mistaken  effort  to  preserve  them.  The  way  of  life 
to  which  the  Brethren  have  been  committed  for  more 
than  two  hundred  years  is  in  jeopardy.  It  cannot  per- 
ish from  the  earth  but  it  can  be  limited,  circumscribed, 
and  turned  back  a  thousand  years.     The  answer  to  this 


challenge  is  mainly  in  our  hands.  This  is  not  the  hour 
of  doom.  It  is  the  hour  of  advance  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  for  defending  again  the  status  of  conscience 
and  religion  in  America. 

Complete  plans  will  be  announced  in  a  second  open 
letter  in  the  very'  near  future. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


World-Wide  News 

COMPILED  BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

World  Day  of  Prayer.  1941 

The  date  of  the  next  World  Day  of  Prayer  is  Feb.  28, 
1941.  The  theme  is  Thy  Kingdom  Come.  The  original 
service  was  prepared  in  Shanghai  by  a  committee  of 
Chinese,  Japanese  and  Americans. 

Orphaned  Missions 

Lutherans  in  America  are  raising  a  fund  of  $500,000 
to  help  orphaned  missions  with  which  they  have  nat- 
ural connections;  and  others  in  Britain  and  America  are 
aiding  in  a  substantial  way. 

In  addition,  missionaries  of  neutral  countries  have 
taken  over  some  of  the  work  and,  in  cases,  have  shared 
income.     Nationals  have  risen  to  great  responsibilities. 

Christian  Literature  for  China 

Myron  E.  Terry  has  the  great  responsibility  of  ship- 
ping Christian  books  and  Bibles  into  all  parts  of  China. 
He  reports  that  in  the  face  of  terrible  obstacles,  routes 
do  open  surprisingly. 

A  ship  has  just  sailed  from  Shanghai  for  a  port  down 
the  coast — a  ship  chartered  entirely  by  missionaries — 
to  transport  hospital  supplies,  books  and  other  things 
needed  for  mission  work.  Sworn  statements  had  to  be 
given  that  nothing  was  for  other  than  mission  work. 
These  will  be  the  first  supplies  to  that  region  for  many 
months — and  probably  the  last  for  many  months  to 
come. 


Missionary   Society  Program  for  January 

BY  ESTHER  E.   BEAHM 

"China —  Cathay —  a  name  to  conjure  with!  Do  you 
know  of  any  place  on  earth  where  more  things  are  hap- 
pening, and  more  different  kinds  of  things?" 

We  again  take  a  look  at  our  mission  study  book  for 
1941.  If  you  have  not  already  read  Stand  By  for  China, 
you  have  an  interesting  experience  ahead  of  you. 

China  can  always  hold  our  attention.  Just  take  up  a 
beautiful  Chinese  object  in  your  own  home  or  on  a 
shop  counter.  Contemplate  the  sheer  beauty  of  it. 
Some  of  these  were  made  right  in  the  home  by  a  Chi- 
nese woman.  Our  most  carefully  done  handwork  looks 
crude  in  comparison. 

The  Chinese  home  is  not  only  the  source  of  artistic 
needlework;  it  is  the  center  and  heart  of  all  of  Chinese 
life.     That  life  is  being  threatened. 

These  topics  and  many  others  are  interestingly  and 
helpfully  discussed  in  Stand  By  for  China.  Any  adult 
group  whether  young  or  old  will  enjoy  it.  Get  started 
now  early  in  the  year  with  your  mission  study  groups. 

Write  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois, 
and  ask  for  Stand  By  for  China  (60c)  and  Program  Sug- 
gestions for  the  leader's  use  (25c). 

Chicago,  III. 
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In  Remembrance  —  Louis  Eugene 
Whitaker 

In  the  chapel  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  Ch'eng- 
tu,  Szu  Ch'uan,  on  Sept.  10,  there  took  place  the  funeral 
of  a  young  man  who  had  laid  down  his  life  in  the  cause 
of  relief  and  comfort  to  the  victims  of  destruction  in  in- 
terior China.  Again  in  Peking  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept. 
18,  a  company  of  friends  met  in  the  Union  church,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  to  remind  themselves  of  the 
recent  passing  of  this  young  life  of  twenty-five  years. 
Though  brief,  this  life  was  rounded  out  in  inland  China 
under  circumstances  worthy  of  carefully  studied  words 
of  eulogy. 

Louis  Eugene  was  so  named  out  of  the  respect  of  his 
parents  for  two  great  men,  one  renowned  as  a  scientist, 
Louis  Agassiz;  and  one  respected  as  a  Christian  gentle- 
man of  finest  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  poor  and  op- 
pressed in  the  world  of  labor,  Eugene  V.  Debs. 

Louis  was  in  the  North  China  American  School  at 
Tungchou  about  ten  years  ago.  There  he  showed  an 
adventurous  spirit  and  love  of  nature-hikes.  From  the 
Jefferson  Academy  taxidermist  he  learned  to  mount 
natural  history  specimens  of  skins  and  skeletons  and 
later  in  college  helped  support  himself  by  taxidermy 
work,  as  did  the  writer  in  his  time. 

He  finished  college  at  Oregon  State  in  Corvallis,  Ore- 
gon, with  the  class  of  1938,  majoring  in  geology  and 
mineralogy.  The  next  year  he  engaged  to  teach  classes 
in  the  Peking  American  School  and  did  so  for  a  few 
months.  A  schoolmate  at  Tungchou,  Howard  Sollen- 
berger,  brought  out  from  Shansi  thrilling  stories  of  the 
need  for  help  and  opportunity  for  distributing  relief 
sent  out  from  England  and  America.  This  fired  his  im- 
agination, appealed  to  his  love  of  adventure  and  touched 
his  outgoing  sympathy  for  the  needy  in  this  land  of  his 
parents'  adoption.  Nothing  could  dissuade  him  from 
going  as  companion  to  his  schoolmate. 

So  he  had  to  make  arrangements  for  the  Peking 
American  School  and  gather  a  small  winter  travel  out- 
fit. This  included  the  borrowing  of  a  sheepskin  sleep- 
ing bag  given  the  writer  after  a  Roy  Chapman  Andrews 
Mongolian  expedition,  a  book  on  the  birds  of  the  re- 
gion, and  a  pair  of  binoculars  for  their  study.  This  he 
split  and  took  but  one  barrel  of  the  binoculars  to  save 
space  and  weight  in  his  baggage.  He  wrote  that  they 
identified  some  rare  birds  and  had  to  burn  the  sleeping 
bag  after  it  became  infected  with  the  typhus  carrying 
cooties. 

They  had  to  return  to  Shanghai  before  starting  and 
there  Louis  had  an  appendectomy.  He  also  took  the  in- 
noculations  for  typhus  and  other  dreaded  diseases  they 
were  liable  to  encounter.  Before  being  fully  recovered, 
they  set  out  for  the  interior  and  they  did  their  work, 
interrupted  for  a  time  by  a  siege  of  the  typhus,  of 
lighter  form  because  of  their  preventive  measures,  yet 
still  a  horrible  disease. 

On  their  attempted  return  to  the  coast,  they  were 
held  up  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Han  River  above  Han- 
kow by  the  flood  that  came  down  the  night  of  their  ar- 
rival there  at  its  bank.  There  was  no  crossing  it,  and 
for  a  long  time,  the  way  behind  was  also  closed  by  the 
waters.  Finally,  back-tracking,  they  reached  Chengtu 
where  they  stayed  to  put  flesh  on  their  bones  before 
attempting  again  the  arduous  journey  to  the  coast.    But 


before  that  could  be  accomplished,  Louis'  body,  weak- 
ened by  hardship,  disease  and  diet  among  the  people  of 
scanty  cereals  diluted  with  tree  leaves,  succumbed  to  an 
attack  of  typhoid  and  accompanying  pneumonia. 

Born  August  15,  1915,  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  just  before 
his  parents  came  to  China,  Louis  grew  up  in  China.  In 
Hawaii,  during  a  furlough  visit,  he  joined  the  Central 
Union  church  under  Rev.  Philip  Schwartz,  formerly  of 
Peking.  He  transferred  to  the  Freewater  Federated 
church,  Oregon,  while  in  college  where  his  father  was 
pastor  and  then  became  an  associate  member  of  Union 
Church  in  Peking. 

We  may  be  sure  that  he  "looked  to  Jesus,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  our  faith,"  for  support  in  those  trying 
months  in  red  China;  and  that  he  shared  with  his  Lord 
in  that  "joy  set  before  him"  of  knowing  that  his  sacri- 
fice of  life  in  suffering  was  not  in  vain,  but  that  it 
brought  him  a  good  conscience,  the  approval  of  fellow 
men  and  of  his  Master  because  it  was  for  the  salvation 
of  men. — Geo.  D.  Wilder  in  the  Chinese  Recorder. 


Bulsar,  India,  Notes 

BY  J.  M.  BLOUGH 
Changes  in  Personnel 

The  missionary  personnel  of  this  station  is  being 
greatly  changed  this  year.  At  the  outset  the  Mow  fam- 
ily went  on  furlough  to  America.  In  March  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  E.  Blickenstaff  arrived  in  India.  They  are  now 
busy  studying  the  language  and  preparing  to  take 
charge  of  the  hospital  here  when  Drs.  Cottrell  go  on 
furlough  in  December.  In  June  Brother  and  Sister  E. 
M.  Zigler  moved  here  to  take  charge  of  the  district 
work  centering  around  Bulsar,  Jalalpor  and  Khergam. 
On  Oct.  25  Sister  Shumaker  left  for  America.  She  is 
retiring  from  the  field  after  giving  thirty  years  of  serv- 
ice to  India. 

The  Bible  School  Reopened 

The  Bible  school  reopened  here  in  June  with  four- 
teen men  and  six  women  taking  the  regular  course. 
They  are  all  very  eager  to  get  full  benefit  of  this  op- 
portunity of  studying  the  Bible  and  related  subjects, 
but  they  have  been  hindered  somewhat  by  sickness.  To- 
ward the  close  of  the  first  term  a  siege  of  influenza  in- 
terfered greatly  with  the  work.  They  are  enjoying  a 
two  days'  vacation  now  over  the  Hindu  New  Year,  and 
we  trust  all  will  be  well  again  when  the  next  term 
begins. 

A  Terrible  Cyclone 

The  monsoon  this  year  was  quite  satisfactory  and  the 
prospects  for  a  good  harvest  were  fine.  But  on  Oct.  16  a 
terrible  cyclone  swept  over  this  part  of  the  country 
along  the  Arabian  coast  from  south  of  Bombay  north 
to  Surat,  doing  immense  damage  to  local  seacraft,  crops, 
orchards,  houses  and  trees.  Many  lives  were  lost  among 
the  fishermen.  Mango  and  banana  groves  suffered 
greatly;  rice  almost  ready  to  cut  was  laid  flat  in  the 
water,  and  what  had  been  cut  and  stacked  was  soaked. 
The  storm  lasted  for  fifteen  hours  and  at  its  height  the 
wind  reached  the  maximum  velocity  of  seventy-five 
miles  per  hour.  Three  of  our  mission  stations  suffered 
quite  a  bit — Palghar,  Dahanu  and  Bulsar.  Of  these 
Dahanu  had  the  greatest  loss  where  hospital,  dispensary 
and  bungalow  were  unroofed  and  the  windmill  blown 
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down.  Throughout  the  storm  and  for  three  days  after 
there  was  also  heavy  rainfall  which  made  it  very  hard 
for  people  who  had  to  live  in  damaged  houses,  and 
worse  for  those  whose  houses  had  been  demolished. 

Some  Special  Days 

On  Oct.  27  Children's  Day  was  observed  in  the  Bulsar 
church.  Following  the  Sunday  school,  which  was  at- 
tended by  246  persons,  the  children  of  the  primary  de- 
partment rendered  a  fine  program.  This  was  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Shickel  and  the  primary 
teachers.  It  was  greatly  appreciated.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  consecration  service  in  which  fifteen  small 
children  were  presented  to  the  Lord.  May  their  par- 
ents bring  them  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

From  Nov.  10  to  14  the  Rev.  R.  W.  Cummings  will 
hold  special  meetings  here.  This  is  the  time  for  the 
annual  teachers'  institute,  so  the  village  workers  can 
also  have  the  benefit  of  these  meetings.  The  workers 
from  Jalalpor  and  Khergam  will  also  be  called  here  and 
join  with  the  Bulsar  teachers  of  the  institute.  Our  semi- 
annual love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ings. 

Pray  for  Us 

The  rains  are  over  now  and  preparations  are  being 
made  for  the  winter's  work  in  village  evangelism.  Pray 
that  our  evangelists  and  all  evangelistic  groups  may  go 
forth  with  the  word  of  truth  in  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Bulsar,  India. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  January  18-25 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together.) 

By  the  time  this  request  for  prayer  appears  in  print, 
Dr.  A.  Raymond  and  Dr.  Laura  M.  Cottrell  are  supposed 
to  have  arrived  in  New  York.  If  plans  have  carried, 
they  left  Bombay,  India,  early  in  December,  coming  by 
way  of  South  Africa.  It  is  hoped  they  will  be  able 
to  report  a  very  good  voyage. 

The  Cottrells  have  served  three  full  terms  of  service 
in  India.  During  this  time,  they  have  lived  at  Bulsar 
and  have  had  charge  of  the  medical  work.  The  last 
time  they  returned  to  India,  they  stopped  in  China  for 
a  year  to  help  our  China  missionaries  in  their  medical 
program.  In  India,  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
building  the  medical  unit  at  Bulsar  from  the  ground  up, 
for  when  they  went  to  Bulsar  in  1913,  there  was  no 
hospital  and  no  dispensary  nor  "lines"  for  patients.  To- 
day, a  little  more  than  twenty-seven  years  later,  the 
Bulsar  hospital  is  known  for  its  widespread  influence 
all  along  the  western  coast,  even  though  the  Doctors 
Cottrell  have  gone  about  their  work  in  a  quiet  and  un- 
pretentious manner. 

Nurse  Verna  Blickenstaff  is  at  Bulsar  and  superin- 
tends the  nursing  work  in.  the  hospital  and  around  the 
Christian  community.  Her  duties  are  the  regular  duties 
of  the  missionary  nurse.  This  means  that  her  days  and 
many  times  her  nights  are  filled  with  the  constant  de- 
mands of  an  exacting  profession.  There  are  classes  to 
be  taught,  nurses  to  be  trained,  supplies  to  be  ordered, 
bandages,  sheets  and  instruments  to  be  sterilized,  medi- 


cines to  be  administered,  babies  to  be  brought  into  the 
world  and  properly  cared  for,  mothers  to  be  instructed, 
sudden  calls  to  be  made  and  a  dozen  and  one  other 
duties  to  be  carried  out.  Added  to  these  are  the  per- 
sonal friendly  contacts  which  Sister  Verna  knows  so 
well  how  to  make  among  the  Indian  people.  They 
know  her  as  a  friend  as  well  as  a  nurse. 

Let  us  pray  for  our — 

"Nurses  and  doctors  who  play  a  noble  part — 
Doctors  and  nurses  with  an  understanding  heart." 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  says  in  a 
special  release  on  Dec.  11,  1940:  "We  know  by  per- 
sonal contact  with  the  people  in  Southern  France  that 
literally  millions  are  undernourished  and  some  are 
starving.  We  know  that  concentration  camps  are  filled 
with  hungry  and  ill-clad  people  who  are  destitute  and 
dependent  upon  charity  from  overseas.  We  know  from 
examination  of  thousands  of  children  in  France  that 
they  are  physically  unable  to  withstand  the  rigors  of 
winter  or  overcome  the  prevalence  of  diseases  due  to 
lack  of  food,  clothing,  shelter  and  soap.  If  we  cannot 
answer  all  the  questions  concerning  the  total  food  re- 
sources of  Europe,  we  at  least  know  that  whether  there 
is  an  abundance  of  food  or  not,  untold  numbers  of  peo- 
ple are  incapable  of  getting  it." 

The  Shanghai  daily  papers  on  Nov.  12  ran  a  plea  with 
headlines  telling  of  14,000  Jews  facing  starvation  this 
winter  unless  more  help  comes  from  the  Joint  Jewish 
Distribution  Committee  in  New  York.  Meals  have  been 
cut  down  from  three  very  meager  meals  to  one  snack — 
this  due  to  the  rising  costs.  The  increase  of  eight  cents 
on  a  loaf  of  bread  means  an  increase  of  $2,700  more  to 
buy  this  one  commodity.  A  personal  acquaintance,  says 
the  reporter,  explained  by  saying:  "We  get  only  one 
meal  a  day  now,  and  but  one  thing  at  a  meal.  Yester- 
day it  was  cabbage,  and  I  don't  know  what  was  the 
matter,  but  no  one  could  eat  it;  so  we  had  nothing  we 
could  eat."  Such  is  the  fate  that  has  come  to  people 
who  have  been  used  to  living  in  decency  and  comfort — 
many  even  in  luxury. 

The  spirit  of  helpfulness  is  felt  and  shared  by  the 
refugees.  A  woman  whose  husband  died  a  few  months 
after  they  arrived  in  Shanghai  was  helped  by  the 
Friends'  Center  to  the  extent  of  $15  a  month.  With  this 
meager  sum  and  by  eating  at  the  camp,  she  managed  to 
exist — she  and  her  little  stepchild,  who  does  not  know 
that  he  is  a  stepchild.  Recently,  she  secured  a  job  that 
pays  her  $20  a  month  and  her  meals,  and  on  the  strength 
of  this  she  asked  the  center  to  let  the  $15  go  to  help 
someone  else  as  desperate  now  as  she  had  been  when  it 
was  given  to  her. 

"Some  30.000  people  have  already  [Sept.  12,  1940]  left 
their  homes,  driven  away  by  crop  failure  and  war," 
states  the  Rev.  G.  Rinvold  of  the  Norwegian  mission, 
Fuku,  Shensi,  China.  He  continues  by  saying  that  "hun- 
dreds are  selling  their  belongings  in  order  to  get  money 
for  the  journey  and  hundreds  more  will  sell  all  they 
have  in  order  to  obtain  "the  pearl  of  great  price,"  the 
sustenance  of  life.  Oxcarts — at  more  than  a  hundred 
dollars  a  cart — are  hired  for  the  women  and  children. 

(Continued  on  Page  22) 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  19 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Slighted  Invitation. — Luke 

14:  15-24. 

Christian  Workers,  School  of  Missions. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  East  Helps  West. 

Intermediates,  Brethren  in  China. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Salem  church,  Ohio. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Conestoga  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Lititz 
church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111.,  Bro.  John  B. 
Wieand,  pastor. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  D. 
I.  Pepple,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa,  Bro. 
H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Plymouth  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
D.  R.  McFadden,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Turkey  Creek  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Howard  Kreider,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Three  Springs  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  S.  Rittenhouse,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  in  the 
Bellefontaine  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Rockingham,  Va.,  Jan.  12- 
26,  in  the  Hyndman  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  David  R.  Petre  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Jan.  5-19,  in 
the  Back  Creek  congregation,  Shanks  house,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  Jan.  5-19,  in 
the  Decatur  church,  111.;  Jan.  20  to  Feb.  2,  in  the  Wind- 
fall church,  Ind.;  Feb.  9-23,  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church, 
Johnstown,  Pa.;  Feb.  24  to  March  9,  in  the  Baugo  church, 
Ind. 

•  9  • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Arthur  A.  Durr,  formerly  of  Fairfield,  Va.,  should 
now  be  addressed  at  457  N.  Wabash  Ave.,  Glendora, 
Calif. 

Florida  and  Georgia  has  chosen  as  Standing  Commit- 
tee delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  Eld.  S.  W.  Bail, 
with  Eld.  McKinley  Coffman  as  alternate. 

Sister  Sarah  A.  Keller  of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  will  be 
seventy-six  next  Wednesday,  Jan.  22.  She  has  lost  her 
hearing  and  sees  with  difficulty,  but  enjoys  the  Messen- 
ger which  has  been  in  her  home  from  its  beginning. 
She  will  appreciate  your  prayerful  interest. 

Joseph  W.  Replogle,  not  John,  was  the  author  of  "Who 
Is  Jesus  Christ?"  in  our  issue  of  Dec.  21.  We  are  sorry 
for  the  error.  Bro.  Replogle  is  recovering  from  a  severe 
attack  of  pneumonia  and  is  now  living  at  2204  Ponce  De 
Leon  Blvd.,  Coral  Gables,  Fla. 


Bro.  Virgil  Finnell  recalled  the  other  day  that  it  was 
thirty-four  years  since  he  came  to  the  Publishing  House. 
He  has  done  many  things  and  seen  much  of  the  broth- 
erhood since  then,  but  he  likes  to  drop  in  occasionally 
and  renew  contacts  with  those  who  still  remember.  This 
time  his  son  Merlin  and  wife  were  with  him,  a  first  visit 
for  them. 

Bro.  Henry  C.  Eller  of  Luray,  Va.,  wishes  to  secure  a 
list  of  members  and  families  living  in  Front  Royal,  Va., 
which  is  "a  booming  town  due  to  the  sky  line  drive  and 
a  big  textile  plant."  He  is  serving  a  mission  church  not 
far  from  Front  Royal  and  will  appreciate  the  help  of 
elders  and  pastors  in  getting  in  touch  with  people  he 
should  reach. 

Sister  Matie  Randall  of  Elsie,  Mich.,  "has  been  af- 
flicted from  childhood,  spending  many  months  in  dif- 
ferent hospitals,"  and  recently  had  the  misfortune  of 
breaking  her  right  arm.  An  interested  correspondent 
thinks  this  "brave  soldier  of  the  cross  and  reader  of  the 
Messenger  for  many  years"  would  welcome  your  sym- 
pathetic remembrance. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Brubaker  of  Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada, 
said  in  a  letter  to  the  ministerial  offices  under  date  of 
Dec.  18:  "I  have  not  been  well  for  some  time  and  ex- 
pect to  go  to  Calgary  tomorrow  for  a  critical  surgical 
operation.  My  wife  had  such  in  the  spring  and  is  gain- 
ing quite  slowly."  For  some  cause  unknown  the  letter 
was  not  received  until  Jan.  6,  and  we  have  no  further 
word  concerning  Bro.  Brubaker. 

Bro.  David  Blickensiaff  said  in  his  letter  of  Dec.  10, 
along  with  other  interesting  things:  "During  the  first 
two  months  while  I  was  in  Marseilles  most  of  my  time 
was  spent  interviewing  the  long  stream  of  refugees  that 
poured  constantly  through  our  office.  .  .  .  Escape  is  the 
one  obsessing  idea  in  the  minds  of  these  thousands  of 
pursued  unfortunates.  Each  person  has  his  own  indi- 
vidual problem  to  solve  and  each  has  a  story  of  tragedy 
to  tell.  They  represent  normal  happy  lives  suddenly 
wrecked.  Doors  are  closed  on  every  hand  to  these  peo- 
ple. It  is  difficult  for  us  to  explain  to  them  the  closing 
of  the  doors  in  America  also,  for  they  can  look  to  al- 
most no  other  source  for  help." 

e        •        • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

In  the  Lititz  church.  Center  St.,  Lititz,  Pa.,  the  Grant- 
ham male  chorus  will  render  a  program  Sunday  eve- 
ning, Feb.  2 

Northeastern  Ohio  is  calling  a  special  district  meeting 
Jan.  17  and  18  at  the  Wooster  church.  Elders  will  meet 
at  7:00  P.  M.,  Jan.  17,  and  the  general  district  meeting 
will  convene  at  10:00  A.  M.,  Jan.  18. 

Brethren  families  which  may  have  sons  or  friends  at 
Camp  Lee  are  requested  to  tell  them  about  the  near-by 
church  in  Hopewell,  Va.,  116  S.  Eleventh  Avenue.  They 
are  cordially  invited  to  any  and  all  services  there. 

Gospel  Messenger  subscribers  whose  renewals  have 
been  or  are  about  to  be  sent  by  their  local  agent  will 
please  disregard  the  expiration  notices  found  in  their 
papers.  We  have  so  many  new  subscribers  as  well  as 
renewals  that  our  mailing  room  is  not  able  to  keep  up 
with  the  changes.  If  anyone  fails  to  receive  any  issue 
please  notify  us  at  once. 
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Middle  Indiana  elders,  pastors,  district  delegates  and 
any  interested  in  the  problem  of  caring  for  our  con- 
scientious objectors  are  requested  to  meet  at  Mexico 
church,  2  P.  M.,  Sunday,  Jan.  19.  This  matter  is  urgent. 
Every  church  should  be  represented.    L.  W.  Shultz. 

District  gatherings  planning  to  consider  civilian  serv- 
ice should  note  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  is  will- 
ing to  assist  in  every  way  possible.  Write  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  if  repre- 
sentatives of  the  committee  are  desired  to  assist  in  the 
meetings. 

Sunday,  Feb.  2,  afternoon  and  evening,  is  the  time  of 
the  next  annual  Southern  Ohio  Missionary  Rally.  Trot- 
wood  and  Pitsburg  are  the  places.  Speaking  teams  are 
Charles  D.  Bonsack  and  Minnie  F.  Bright,  Calvert  N. 
Ellis  and  Ida  C.  Shumaker.  Both  teams  will  speak  at 
both  places.    Better  not  miss  this. 

District  meetings  to  consider  civilian  service  or  alter- 
nate service  as  approved  by  the  Standing  Committee 
special  meeting  of  Dec.  18  and  19  are  called  for  Indiana 
as  follows:  Indiana,  Southern- — Jan.  17,  Anderson,  9:30 
A.  M.;  Indiana,  Northern — Jan.  18,  West  Goshen,  9:30 
A.  M.;  Indiana,  Middle— Jan.  19,  Mexico,  2:00  P.  M. 

Last  minute  adjustments  sometimes  make  strange 
bedfellows  even  on  the  pages  of  the  Messenger.  Or  so 
it  may  seem  at  first  to  some  readers  when  they  find  Bro. 
Paul  H.  Bowman's  article,  An  Open  Letter  to  the 
Church,  in  the  mission  department  beginning  on  page 
12.  But  then  we  have  been  hearing  much  about  peace 
and  missions  so  there  is  a  certain  relation  and  fitness 
after  all. 


Gish  Fund  Books 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Gish  Fund  Committee  it 
was  decided  to  remove  the  following  books  from  the 
Gish  list  as  soon  as  the  present  supply  of  each  is  ex- 
hausted: 

11.  Bible  Dictionary,  Smith.  , 

205.  The  Life  Portrayed  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 

Miller. 
225.  Living  Religion,  Hart. 

230.  Adventures  in  Radiant  Living,  Jordan. 

231.  The  Singing  Church,  Lorenz. 

233.  Psychology  for  Christian  Teachers,  Murray. 

234.  Fifth  Avenue  to  Farm,  Fritts  and  Gwinn. 

235.  Prayer  and  Worship,  Steere. 

237.  What  Shall  I  Do  With  Jesus?     Schramm. 

242.  Christian  Home  Making,  Speer  and  Hallock. 

243.  Youth  and  the  Way  of  Jesus,  Burkhart. 

250.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Vol.  I,  Luccock. 

251.  The  Church  in  Rural  Life,  Lindstrom. 
259.  The  Gospel  of  Matthew,  Erdman. 

Copies  of  Paul  Comly  French's  new  book,  We  Won't 
Murder,  are  available  for  immediate  distribution  at  the 
Gish  Fund  price  of  75c  per  copy.  The  committee  urges 
each  minister  to  secure  a  copy  of  it. 

The  following  books  will  be  available  on  the  Gish  list 
March  1: 

Bible  Dictionary,  Peloubet  and  Adams. 

History  of  the  Christian  Church,  Qualben. 

His  Truth  Endureth,  Muir. 

The  Gospel  of  Mark,  Erdman. 

Faces  About  the  Cross,  Chappell. 

Reaching  the  Unchurched,  Murray. 


On  February  28  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  will  be  ob- 
served throughout  the  Christian  world.  Write  to  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  your  Program, 
2c;  Handbook,  10c;  Poster,  5c;  and  Call  to  Prayer  leaf- 
let. 

Calling  all  congregations  concerning  the  Achievement 
Offering.  Another  brotherhood  fiscal  year  will  end  Feb. 
28.  Once  again  the  books  will  be  closed  and  our  record 
will  be  made.  Like  the  completion  of  a  life,  so  a  year 
ends  and  a  record  is  made.  Our  brotherhood  is  engaged 
in  a  great  world-wide  program  for  which  Annual  Con- 
ference authorized  a  budget  of  $235,000.  The  money  is 
greatly  needed.  The  church  also  needs  the  stimulus 
that  comes  from  meeting  a  goal.  Emphasis  is  made  this 
year  in  really  enlisting  all  members.  Be  not  satisfied 
to  lift  the  offering  only  from  those  who  are  at  church 
on  Achievement  Offering  day.  Every  member  who 
does  not  participate  in  the  giving  fails  to  get  the  bless- 
ing. The  cause  is  weakened  to  the  extent  that  any 
member  fails  to  do  his  part.  A  pledge  form  suitable 
for  use  in  an  every  member  solicitation  is  available. 
Order  what  you  need  from  General  Mission  Board,  El- 
gin, Illinois. 


Gbcut  occki 


Memories  of  Manchester.  Otho  Winger.  Copyrighted 
by  the  author,  1940.     230  pages.     $2.00. 

The  title  of  President  Winger's  most  recent  book  apt- 
ly suggests  the  contents  of  it.  His  first  connection  with 
Manchester  College  was  in  1898,  when  he  first  enrolled 
there  as  a  student.  Later  he  became  a  member  of  the 
faculty.  Since  1911  he  has  been  president  of  the  insti- 
tution. Naturally  a  large  number  of  memories  are  ac- 
cumulated during  a  period  of  forty-two  years.  It  is  our 
good  fortune  to  have  some  of  them  shared  with  us. 

The  story  of  Manchester  College  from  its  earliest  days 
to  the  present  is  recounted.  The  struggles  of  the  newly- 
founded  school  and  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  her  ear- 
ly leaders  and  sponsors  receive  proportionate  notice. 
Then  the  continued  growth  of  the  school  from  a  small, 
poorly-equipped  and  little-known  institution  to  one  of 
high  rank  and  wide  recognition  with  an  annual  enroll- 
ment of  over  a  thousand  students  is  sketched.  The 
problems  involved  in  building  up  the  plant,  equipment, 
faculty,  student  attendance,  alumni  and  endowment  are 
told.  The  work  of  faculty  members,  trustees,  fieldmen, 
churches  and  interested  individuals  is  gratefully  recog- 
nized. The  story  of  Mt.  Morris  College  and  the  recent 
academic  merger  with  Manchester  is  related  in  one 
chapter.  A  brief  account  of  his  world  tour  is  given, 
with  special  reference  to  what  he  saw  Manchester 
alumni  doing  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  The  chap- 
ter entitled  Persistent  Memories  shows  something  of 
both  the  light  and  the  serious  sides  of  college  life.  The 
final  chapter,  which  includes  a  number  of  chapel  ad- 
dresses, is  a  fitting  close  to  this  book  of  memories. 

The  interest  and  value  of  the  book  are  enhanced  by 
the  inclusion  of  one  hundred  ten  pictures  illustrating  all 
phases  of  the  college's  development  and  life. 

Memories  of  Manchester  is  written  in  an  informal 
style.  It  is  a  distinctive  addition  to  the  literature  deal- 
ing with  the  history  of  Brethren  educational  institu- 
tions, and  will  be  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  by  the 
widely-scattered  friends  of  Manchester  College. — Ora 
W.  Garber. 
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THE  NEW  APPROACH  IN  TEMPERANCE 


Some  Suggestions  for  Temperance  Education 

By  L.   Avery  Fleming,   General  Secretary, 
Board  of  Christian  Education 

1.  Be  willing  to  act  and  think  in  terms  of  things  as 
they  are.  "You  either  begin  with  people  where  they 
are  or  you  do  not  begin  with  them  at  all." 

2.  Temperance  education  should  be  concerned  with 
choice,  control  and  discipline  in  connection  with  ciga- 
rettes, candy,  coffee,  mince  pie,  demineralized,  devital- 
ized and  processed  foods,  sex,  sleep,  exercise,  alcohol, 
etc.  Among  the  factors  listed,  alcohol  probably  ranks 
first  in  robbing  human  beings  of  abundant  living.  For 
this  reason  it  should  receive  a  corresponding  emphasis 
in  temperance  education. 

3.  Build  up  resistance  to  the  constant  pressure  of 
forces  which  produce  intemperance. 

(a)  Use  scientific  facts  wisely  and  effectively.  The 
writer  was  once  deeply  impressed  by  the  success  of  a 
temperance  lecturer  in  winning  the  enthusiastic  ap- 
plause of  a  critical  and  decidedly  "wet"  high  school  au- 
dience. A  fair  and  impartial  presentation  of  factual  ma- 
terial relating  to  alcohol  seemed  to  be  the  determining 
factor  in  winning  the  approval  of  the  young  people. 
Alcohol  Problems  Visualized  is  by  far  the  most  vivid 
and  factual  of  all  compact  treatment  of  the  subject. 
Pastors  and  teachers  should  find  it  a  valuable  guide.  We 
must  calmly  rely  upon  scientific  knowledge  in  temper- 
ance education. 

(b)  A  use  of  scientific  facts  in  connection  with  what 
a  person  desires  to  be  is  important.  A  boy  was  heard 
to  remark,  "I'm  not  going  to  drink,  for  I'm  going  to  be 
a  locomotive  engineer,  and  engineers  musn't." 

(c)  Attitude  and  example  are  strong  educational 
forces.  Family,  church,  church  school,  day  school,  asso- 
ciates, gangs,  clubs,  books,  magazines,  newspapers,  bill- 
boards, moving  pictures,  radio  programs,  and  advertis- 
ing are  potent  factors.  Adults  need  to  become  aware  of 
the  many  influences  which  affect  our  children  and  young 
people.  This  awareness  should  be  followed  by  the  reso- 
lution to  set  a  good  example  and  to  improve  the  total 
environment. 

(d)  A  study  of  propaganda  methods  and  purposes  is 
desirable,  in  order  to  build  up  sales  resistance  and  in- 
crease understanding. 

4.  Refrain  from  awakening  emotions  that  put  people 
into  antagonistic  relations  with  their  neighbors. 

5.  Keep  the  problem  of  temperance  before  the  public. 
Even  the  interest  of  those  who  appear  to  have  little 
need  for  temperance  instruction  needs  to  be  kept  alive. 
A  mental  hygiene  statistician  of  the  New  York  state 
department  of  health  recently  reminded  the  members 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  that  there  were  one  million  chronic  alcoholics 
in  the  United  States.  He  also  stated  that  "the  wastage 
of  human  values  chargeable  to  alcoholism  ...  is  a  po- 
tent factor  in  keeping  a  large  part  of  the  population  in 
a  dependent  or  marginal  economic  condition."  While 
these  reminders  are  not  new  they  do  serve  to  indicate 
the  seriousness  of  the  problem. 

6.  The  educational  approach  to  the  problem  of  tem- 
perance cannot  be  expressed  in  any  simple  yes  or  no. 


And  it  cannot  be  separated  from  the  educational  ap- 
proach to  our  economic  order. 

7.  Teachers  and  leaders  should  welcome  all  gains  that 
are  made  in  temperance  education.  Total  abstinence 
may  be  the  supreme  goal,  but  moderation  is  also  a  def- 
inite gain. 

8.  We  must  avoid  the  error  of  confusing  symptoms 
and  causes.  The  answer  to  the  question  of  why  men 
drink  is  not  easy.  The  removal  of  the  real  causes  of 
drinking  may  require  a  program  of  reconstruction  that 
goes  much  farther  than  the  average  leader  is  willing  to 
go. 


How  to  Teach  Temperance  From  the  Pulpit 

By  J.  Clyde  Forney,  Pastor,  Elgin,  Illinois 
It  is  most  important  that  temperance  be  taught  from 
the  pulpit.  The  need  for  temperate  living  is  most  ob- 
vious. That  the  Christian  pulpit  is  one  of  the  best 
methods  of  teaching  is  beyond  question.  That  it  be 
taught  regularly  and  efficiently  through  the  pulpit  can 
be  denied  by  no  one  who  believes  in  the  sacredness  of 
life  and  the  high  importance  of  preaching. 

How  temperance  can  be  taught  from  the  pulpit  rests 
upon  the  conviction  of  the  preacher,  his  knowledge  of 
the  facts  and  his  ability  to  interpret  them,  his  love 
for  others  and  his  concern  for  the  welfare  of  humanity, 
and  his  own  patterns  of  conduct  in  living  his  own  be- 
liefs. Furthermore,  it  is  quite  important  that  the  mes- 
sage be  presented  with  conviction,  in  a  logical  manner, 
with  dignity  and  beauty,  and  with  a  spiritually  scrip- 
tural background.  Also,  it  is  essential  that  it  be  pre- 
sented in  language  that  will  be  understood  by  this  gen- 
eration and  in  terms  of  present-day  problems  and  ex- 
periences of  people.  The  present-day  moral  concept 
must  be  kept  clearly  in  mind. 

As  to  technique,  there  are  a  number  of  efficient  meth- 
ods. First,  is  a  sermon  devoted  wholly  to  the  subject 
of  temperance.  The  minister  plans  to  present  the  prob- 
lem in  at  least  one  or  two  sermons  a  year  on  appro- 
priate occasions.  Second,  the  minister  can  frequently  in 
a  paragraph  or  two  in  a  sermon  along  another  line  with 
tact  present  the  needed  instruction  on  temperance. 
This  has  been  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  effective  ways 
of  teaching  from  the  pulpit.  The  wise  minister  will  use 
scriptures  in  worship  and  so  plan  his  prayers  as  to  teach 
temperance.  All  phases  of  our  moral  and  spiritual  life 
can  be  steadily  built  up  and  enriched  from  the  pulpit 
by  observing  these  few  suggestions  and  techniques. 


Alcohol  Education  for  Adults 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 
Drinking  has  become  a  fad  in  a  wide  cross-section  of 
American  life.  Advertising  of  tremendous  volume  and 
deceptive  nature  has  made  drinking  seem  normal,  de- 
sirable, and  even  helpful  in  successful  living.  Many 
youth  as  well  as  adults  have  taken  to  drinking  alcoholic 
beverages  with  enthusiasm.  Drunken  driving  is  on  the 
increase  and  goes  unpunished  in  most  places.  Accord- 
ing to  a  survey  made  by  Allied  Youth,  Inc.,  more  than 
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40%  of  the  thousands  of  senior  high  school  boys  and 
girls  reached  by  the  survey  were  users  of  intoxicants. 
It  seems  that  the  teaching  in  the  homes  is  less  definite 
than  it  used  to  be.  Much  is  being  said  about  drinking 
like  a  gentleman,  as  though  that  were  possible. 

Those  men  and  women  who  have  taken  the  time  to 
observe  conditions  say  with  one  accord  that  it  is  high 
time  for  Christian  adults  to  wake  up. 

The  National  Forum  has  recently  published  a  second 
book  on  the  Alcoholic  Problem  (Visualized).  This  book 
of  ninety-six  pages  and  ten  chapters  is  the  most  com- 
plete, unique,  and  true  to  fact  of  any  book  available  to- 
day. Every  pastor  should  order  one  through  the  Gish 
Fund.  Every  church  should  own  ten  or  a  dozen  copies 
to  use  as  textbooks  in  adult  and  youth  classes.  Each 
class  from  juniors  to  grandparents  could  use  the  same 
set  of  books  with  profit.  Order  these  books  through  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

The  Loan  Library  of  the  General  Boards  has  a  large 
number  of  the  finest  books  on  the  alcohol  problem. 
Study  courses  for  all  ages  are  also  recommended  by  the 
board.  Posters,  charts,  illustrated  lectures,  and  leaflets 
may  be  had,  some  for  the  asking,  others  for  a  small 
charge. 

Our  board  is  recommending  that  churches  and  homes 
be  more  positive  and  definite  in  their  teaching  on  this 
subject.  Also  that  every  effort  be  made  to  develop  a 
program  of  recreation  and  leisure  time  activities  that 
is  free  from  the  temptation  to  drink.  Temperance  lec- 
tures must  again  be  a  part  of  our  teaching  program. 
Drama  continues  to  be  an  effective  way  of  presenting 
truth  with  emotion  and  clarity.  New  plays  are  being 
added  to  our  list  from  time  to  time  and  may  be  had  for 
examination.     Write  us  for  further  suggestions. 


Women  and  Liquor 

By  Anetta   C.  Mow,   Director  of  Women's  Work 

It  happened  yesterday  morning  right  here  at  the  door 
of  the  local  liquor  shop.  A  woman  stumbled  out  across 
the  sidewalk.  Her  arms  were  working  like  a  windmill. 
Between  two  fingers  of  her  right  hand  was  held  a  smok- 
ing cigarette.  She  giggled  silly  shrieks  of  laughter  and 
babbled  incoherent  words  as  she  warded  off  the  as- 
sistance of  those  who  tried  to  help  her.  Finally  she  was 
lifted  into  a  taxicab.  The  gathering  crowd  of  curious 
onlookers  wondered  whether  the  driver  or  the  woman 
knew  where  she  was  going. 

If  this  were  the  description  of  a  drunken  man,  it 
would  be  bad  enough;  but  since  it  is  about  a  woman,  it 
is  too  horrid  for  words.  One  can  scarcely  imagine  a 
more  disgusting  sight  than  that  of  a  woman  who  has 
disgraced  herself  by  drink. 

The  words  given  in  Proverbs  are  as  true  today  as  on 
the  day  they  were  spoken.  It  is  the  woman  that  fears 
the  Lord  who  shall  be  praised.  It  was  a  moral  and 
spiritual  problem  then  and  it  is  the  same  today.  Alco- 
hol is  an  enemy  of  religion;  it  is  an  assailant  of  self- 
control  and  a  murderer  of  Christian  virtues.  There  is 
a  very  direct  relationship  between  alcohol  and  crime. 

The  woman  of  this  generation  needs  to  be  alert 
against  the  subtle  attempts  which  are  made  through 
high-pressure  salesmanship  to  make  liquor  appear 
pleasing.  Great  bulletin  boards  flaunt  their  lies  to  the 
public,  and  radio  programs  extol  the  exquisite  delight 
of  beer   chilled   to   50   degrees   Fahrenheit.     No   clever 


methods  are  left  untouched  to  make  men  and  women 
forget  the  shame,  the  danger  and  the  final  consequences 
which  liquor  brings  upon  those  who  use  it  and  upon 
the  children  of  those  who  indulge. 

And  yet  all  these  have  no  power  to  persuade  the 
woman  whose  religious  convictions  are  unbending  to 
use  the  stuff  that  at  last  "biteth  like  a  serpent  and  sting- 
eth  like  an  adder." 

What  responsibility  has  the  church  woman  to  teach 
against  the  use  of  alcohol?  What  can  the  Christian 
mother  and  daughter  do  to  make  the  use  of  liquor  less 
within  their  community?  There  are  reliable  books 
which  speak  the  truth  about  alcohol.  Would  it  be  too 
much  to  expect  that  Christian  women  read  such  books 
and  fail  not  to  pass  the  facts  on  to  others?  At  least 
thirty  books  on  temperance  are  on  the  Loan  Library 
shelves.  It  is  the  woman  who  knows  the  facts  and  fears 
the  Lord  who  shall  be  praised. 


Six  Ways  of  Teaching  Children  to  Be  Temperate 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 

1.  Teach  parents  to  be  temperate — and  the  children 
will  be  more  likely  to  learn.  "The  odor  of  the  house 
was  in  his  garments." 

2.  Help  children  to  set  a  few  big  positive  goals  for 
life.  A  grown  and  successful  man  once  said,  "There  are 
a  lot  of  things  I  don't  want  to  do  because  they  would 
interfere  with  success  in  my  chosen  vocation."  A  boy 
who  wants  to  be  an  engineer,  a  doctor,  an  athlete,  an 
aviator — does  not  want  to  learn  to  drink.  A  girl  who 
grows  up  wanting  to  rear  a  family  of  attractive,  healthy, 
capable  children  does  not  want  to  drink.  Doctors  and 
psychiatrists  increasingly  point  out  that  the  drunkard 
has  failed  in  one  of  the  major  areas  of  his  life — voca- 
tion, or  love  and  marriage,  money,  or  getting  along  with 
others. 

3.  Deal  sometimes  directly  with  the  drink  problem. 
On  the  eve  of  America's  vote  for  total  prohibition  some 
years  ago,  an  attorney  said  to  an  audience,  "The  danger 
for  prohibition  will  come  with  the  next  generation, 
when  young  voters  who  have  never  seen  a  drunkard,  or 
the  tragedies  that  drink  can  bring,  are  willing  to  vote 
it  in." 

4.  Be  sure  as  a  leader  of  children  that  "facts"  used  in 
dealing  with  children  are  scientific  facts.  Some  argu- 
ments have  been  used  by  overzealous  temperance  lead- 
ers that  do  not  stand  up  under  testing. 

5.  See  to  it  that  the  youth  in  church  and  community 
are  not  setting  bad  examples.  Drinking  is  a  semi- 
popular  thing  now  among  some  groups  of  young  people. 

6.  Try  to  grade  your  approach  to  temperance  teach- 
ing according  to  the  understanding  of  children. 

Nursery  or  cradle  roll  children  are  learning  to  face 
unpleasant  reality  when  they  give  up  a  toy  to  another, 
are  not  allowed  to  pout  or  become  moody  when  things 
go  wrong. 

Beginner  children  can  learn  in  the  same  way,  only 
with  situations  more  complex.  In  addition,  four-  and 
five-year-olds  are  interested  in  automobiles.  The  drunk- 
en driver  accident  that  happens  in  the  community 
should  not  often  be  played  up  to  the  overstimulation  of 
children's  nerves,  but  terse,  factual  explanation  where 
questions  are  asked  are  more  powerful  teachers  than 
many  formal  abstract  discussions. 
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Primary  and  junior  children  are  increasingly  aware 
of  the  away-from-home  world.  The  man  they  meet  on 
the  street  or  road,  family  conversations  about  neighbor- 
hood drink  problems,  expressions  of  opinion  about  drink 
by  other  school  children,  all  count  as  informal  educa- 
tion. In  addition,  many  schoolteachers  go  as  far  as  pub- 
lic sentiment  will  allow  in  teaching  temperance  through 
hygiene  courses. 

In  the  church  certain  materials  are  available.  The 
Brethren  Graded  Lessons  were  built  with  a  liberal  em- 
phasis on  the  temperance  problem.  A  mimeographed 
sheet  entitled  Temperance  in  the  Keystone  Graded  Les- 
sons is  free  for  the  asking,  from  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In 
addition,  there  are  some  good  books  and  bulletins  as 
follows: 

Answer  to  Alcohol.     20c. 

Children  and  the  Alcohol  Problem.    5c. 

Helping  Juniors  Meet  the  Problem  of  Alcohol.    20c. 

Keeping  Our  Balance,  Taylor.     25c. 

Studying  the  Liquor  Problem  (program  unit  for  jun- 
ior boys  and  girls).    25c. 

"That  Awful  Ethel."     15c. 

Boys  and  Girls  Learning  About  Alcohol,  Skidmore 
and  Brooks.     $1.00. 


Young  People  and  Temperate  Living 

By   L.    Avery    Fleming,    General    Secretary, 
Board   of   Christian   Education 

A  recent  survey  reaching  more  than  10,000  young  peo- 
ple in  an  eastern  state  revealed  the  fact  that  fifty-four 
per  cent  used  alcoholic  beverages,  while  nearly  all  of 
the  nonusers  indicated  that  they  did  not  object  to  the 
use  of  alcohol  by  their  friends.  In  another  state  only 
seventeen  per  cent  of  the  young  people  practiced  com- 
plete abstinence. 

The  laws  of  forty-six  states  and  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia require  instruction  in  public  schools  regarding 
the  effects  of  alcohol.  However,  many  adults  are  be- 
ginning to  realize  that  formal  study  does  not  provide  an 
answer  to  the  social  situations  which  young  people  con- 
front in  the  modern  world.  Several  of  the  suggestions 
that  have  already  been  presented  are  pertinent  to  the 
solution  of  the  alcohol  problem  as  it  relates  to  youth, 
but  three  additional  recommendations  should  be  made. 

1.  Adults  are  largely  responsible  for  the  sale  and  the 
distribution  of  alcohol,  as  well  as  the  operation  for 
profit  of  many  amusement  places  where  alcohol  is  dis- 
tributed to  young  people. 

2.  Adults  have  been  slow  to  provide  places  where  so- 
cial enjoyments  without  cocktails  can  be  skillfully  or- 
ganized and  promoted  as  a  part  of  the  normal  education 
of  young  people. 

3.  Allied  Youth,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.  C,  is  a  national 
organization  closely  related  to  high  schools  in  many 
cities,  and  is  doing  effective  temperance  work  among 
the  young  people  of  our  land.  The  organization  seems 
to  be  "taking  hold"  at  the  most  important  points.  Breth- 
ren young  people  are  presenting  a  united  attack  on  the 
problem  in  many  local  churches.  We  must  seek  to  en- 
rich the  experiences  of  our  young  people,  guide  them  in 
the  selection  of  their  most  intimate  friends,  and  en- 
deavor to  make  God  so  real  that  his  purposes  will  have 
an  increasing  influence  upon  their  lives. 


YOUNG  PEOPLE 

New  Study  Helps 

The  Bible  and  Social  Living,  by  C.  F.  Cheverton.  25c. 
This  is  a  book  to  use  as  an  elective  course  in  your  Sun- 
day-school class  or  Sunday  evening  meeting  for  young 
people.  It  is  arranged  for  thirteen  sessions  dealing  with 
the  teachings  of  the  Bible  as  they  are  related  to  daily 
life  in  the  home  and  in  the  community.  It  is  written 
in  a  style  appealing  to  young  people,  and  abounds  in 
pointed  illustrations.  It  deals  with  problems  in  which 
young  people  are  interested.  This  booklet  will  help  let 
the  Bible  speak  in  daily  living.  Order  from  the  Gen- 
eral Boards,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 


MEN'S    WORK 

Men's  Work  in  a  Rural  Church 

By  J.  M.  Carney,  Leonard,  Missouri 
It  is  sometimes  said  that  a  small  rural  church  is 
handicapped  because  of  numbers  and  location  to  the 
extent  that  many  of  the  functions  of  the  larger  city 
churches  must  not  be  attempted.  Granting  that  this 
may  be  true,  and  also  that  it  is  true  in  some  instances,  we 
find  that  a  willingness  to  co-operate  within  a  group  is 
the  most  promising  essential  for  getting  things  done  in 
any  organization. 

The  men  of  our  group  have  been  organized  for  about 
three  years  and  to  say  that  we  have  done  anything  in 
comparison  to  larger  groups  would  seem  out  of  place. 
We  can,  however,  look  over  the  past  short  period  and 
feel  that  it  has  been  worth  while.  One  individual  may 
have  an  idea  but  without  the  co-operation  of  others  the 
realization  of  its  fulfillment  would  not  be  possible.  That 
is  where  a  men's  organization  comes  to  the  front  even 
in  a  small  rural  church. 

Notions,  ideas  and  the  like  are  brought  before  the 
group  and  discussed  and  action  is  taken.  The  result  is 
some  improvement  in  the  church  plant,  finance  or  com- 
munity. For  example,  our  pulpit  platform  came  as  a 
very  desirable  improvement  in  the  church  plant.  Gravel 
spread  on  the  church  drive  gives  every  attendant  a  feel- 
ing of  satisfaction  because  he  need  not  worry  about  the 
mud.  Then  there  is  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  Gospel  Messenger  is  going  into  every  home.  Thus 
we  conclude  that  the  men  in  a  small  church  can  help 
to  do  things  in  the  church. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Conditions  of  Discipleship 
Scripture:     Matt.  10:  34-39 

Sunday,  February  2 
Note:  In  a  day  such  as  the  present  it  is  well  for 
Christian  people  to  inquire  seriously  as  to  the  meaning 
of  being  a  follower  of  Christ.  Ours  is  a  day  of  testing. 
Only  the  genuine  will  be  able  to  stand.  The  following 
parables  may  help.  Assign  each  one  to  a  person  for 
study  and  presentation  to  the  group. 

I.  The  Parable  of  the  Empty  House  (Matt.  12:  43-45) 

1.  In  Jesus'  day  the  belief  in  demons  was  widespread. 

2.  It  is  not  enough  for  a  person  to  stop  doing  evil;  he 
must  be  full  of  good  works. 

3.  Can   the   church   be   guilty   of  not  asking   enough 
work  of  her  members? 

4.  May  this  be  the  cause  of  so  much  backsliding? 
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5.  To  what  extent  should  a  church  be  concerned 
about  her  inactive  members? 

II.  The  Parable  of  the  Uncompleted  Tower  (Luke  14:25- 
30) 

1.  A  disciple  must  put  Christ  first. 

2.  No  love  or  loyalty  can  be  greater  than  that  to 
Christ,  not  even  family  or  state. 

3.  Hate  is  a  staggering  word.  But  Jesus  wanted  to 
stagger  them.  He  wanted  to  sift  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff. 

4.  Bearing  one's  cross  after  Jesus  is  essential  to  dis- 
cipleship. 

5.  A  disciple  cannot  turn  back  when  the  way  becomes 
dangerous.  To  do  so  would  be  disgraceful,  like  not  be- 
ing able  to  finish  a  tower. 

6.  To  be  a  peacemaker  when  friends  are  at  war  is 
serious  business. 

7.  To  say  "no"  to  friends  who  are  using  alcoholic  bev- 
erages takes  courage. 

8.  To  love  and  forgive  one's  enemies  is  not  easy. 

9.  To  put  loyalty  to  Christ  above  loyalty  to  a  totali- 
tarian state  is  dangerous  business. 

10.  Garibaldi  offered  hunger  and  death  with  the  pos- 
sibility of  freedom.  Christ's  offer  is  even  more  exacting 
with  abundant  life  as  the  goal. 


Education  and  Morals 

(Continued  From  Page   11) 

tellect  and  culture,  and  neglect  the  real  inner  man?  Is 
there  need  in  our  day  of  anything  more  than  the  cul- 
tured and  intellectual  animal  that  would  result  if  all 
moral  instruction  was  taboo? 

The  tendency  in  education  certainly  has  had  a  dis- 
tinct trend  in  that  direction.  Men,  unscrupulous,  im- 
moral, yet  with  bright  intellects  are  graduated  from 
our  institutions  of  higher  learning.  These  are  the  men 
who  are  responsible  to  a  large  extent  for  corruption  in 
politics,  for  high  finance,  the  management  of  financial 
institutions  in  such  a  way  that  the  officials  enrich  them- 
selves, while  those  who  invest  their  money  lose.  Swin- 
dles, manipulation  of  crooked  stocks  and  bonds  in  which 
millions  are  lost  annually,  usually  have  back  of  them, 
keen-witted,  well-educated,  but  unscrupulous  men,  bril- 
liant perhaps  in  intellect  but  devoid  in  morals.  Even 
gangsters  and  criminals  escape  their  just  deserts  be- 
cause there  are  tricky  and  conscienceless  lawyers  (well 
versed  in  the  law)  in  every  great  city,  ready  to  defend 
them  if  enough  money  is  forthcoming. 

An  old  story,  belonging  perhaps  to  an  earlier  genera- 
tion may  be  appropriate.  A  Chinese  savant  and  phi- 
losopher had  the  theory  that  animals  might,  with  the 
proper  environment  and  training,  be  taught  to  behave 
with  decency  and  even  refinement,  and  become  com- 
panions of  men.  So  he  selected  an  intelligent-looking 
young  pig  as  the  object  of  his  experiment.  His  pig- 
ship  was  bathed  and  shaved  and  even  perfumed.  He 
was  fed  on  more  delicate  food  than  is  usually  given  to 
pigs,  and  after  he  had  been  taught  painstakingly  for 
months  to  sit  on  his  haunches,  he  was  able  to  join  the 
family  at  the  table  where  a  servitor  restrained  his  ani- 
mal appetite  and  gradually  taught  him  to  eat  food  like 
a  human  being,  to  wear  clothes,  pants  and  jacket,  and 
for  outdoor  wear  a  jaunty  red  hat.  The  philosopher 
made  him  his  close  companion,  correcting  him  when 
now  and  then  he  broke  the  rules  of  proper  behavior. 


Thus  the  pig  was  educated  and  introduced  to  all  the  re- 
finements of  good  society. 

Then  came  a  time  when  the  philosopher  felt  that  the 
educated  pig  had  advanced  sufficiently  to  go  a  step  far- 
ther—  to  go  out  and  see  the  outer  world  of  men  and  af- 
fairs. So  he  ordered  his  sedan  chair  and  carriers,  and 
a  duplicate  one  for  his  companion,  the  pig.  Thus  they 
went  side  by  side  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  as 
acquaintances  passed  the  savant  would  gravely  remove 
his  mandarin  cap  and  bow,  and  the  pig  would  likewise 
remove  his  red  hat  and  bow.  And  so  the  philosopher 
was  extremely  pleased  at  the  good  behavior  of  his  pig, 
who  was  really  creating  very  much  of  a  sensation.  How- 
ever, as  they  stopped  for  a  few  moments  to  rest  the 
carriers  near  some  barns  and  outbuildings,  there  was  a 
peculiar  smell  which  made  the  pig  sniff  with  delight — 
never  had  he  smelled  so  delicious  an  odor.  Scrambling 
out  of  the  chair  he  ran  like  an  ordinary  pig  and  in  a 
moment  dodged,  behind  the  barn  and  disappeared.  The 
savant  and  the  carriers  hurried  after  him  and  found 
his  pigship  with  a  number  of  common  scrub  pigs  wal- 
lowing in  a  mud  hole  and  grunting  loudly  his  delight. 

If  a  man  is  a  beast  at  heart,  education  cannot  make 
a  man  of  him.  Is  it  not  true  that  college  professors  can 
no  more  than  could  the  Chinese  philosopher  give  gen- 
uine culture  without  a  change  in  the  inward  character? 
Intellectual  culture  may  cover  only  moral  rottenness. 

We  face  then  the  question:  Can  any  teacher  impart 
or  transmit  to  youth  what  he  does  not  himself  possess? 

Can  a  man  of  impure  life  and  habits,  no  matter  how 
refined  and  cultured  outwardly  he  may  be,  teach  unself- 
ishness, nobility  of  life,  and  devotion  to  the  welfare  of 
others? 

Will  he  not  rather,  no  matter  what  he  may  say  in  the 
classroom,  impress  his  students  with  what  he  is,  rather 
than  what  he  says?  Outward  pretensions  will  not  hide 
his  real  character  to  the  keen  minds  of  youthful  seek- 
ers for  truth.  Is  there  a  man  back  of  the  brilliant  lec- 
turer, or  a  mere  sham?  Is  his  thinking  morally  clean — 
or  foul? 

Educators  have  begun  to  realize  that  there  is  some- 
thing sadly  lacking  in  the  teaching  in  our  schools  and 
colleges  as  judged  by  the  results.  As  has  been  said, 
there  must  be  some  reason  for  the  tremendous  increase 
in  criminals — especially  among  our  youth.  Juvenile 
courts,  probation  officers  and  various  types  of  reform 
schools  indicate  how  serious  is  this  situation  among  our 
youth.  Boy  scouts,  boys'  clubs,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  all  manner  of  local  character  building  organizations 
are  at  work  on  this  problem,  the  solution  of  which,  how- 
ever, does  not  seem  near  at  hand.  Youth  has  been 
taught  and  has  come  to  believe  that  success,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  money,  position  and  power  in  the  busi- 
ness or  political  worlds  are  the  great  ends  to  be  sought 
in  life.  That  such  success  is  not  real,  unless  founded 
upon  moral  principles  and  accompanied  by  an  unselfish 
purpose  to  gain  advancement  at  no  invasion  of  the 
rights  or  taking  advantage  of  others,  has  not  been 
taught.  Men  today  think  it  is  right  and  proper  and  an 
evidence  of  their  shrewdness  if  they  can  gain  advantage 
of  others  who  may  not  be  up  to  their  standard  of  intel- 
ligence, or  who  may  not  have  so  thorough  a  knowledge 
of  the  matter  at  hand.  True,  they  do  not  rob  men,  but 
filch  money  from  their  victim  when  his  senses  are 
dulled,  or  his  reasoning  faculties  are  temporarily  asleep. 
They  are  perhaps  on  a  moral  equality  with  the  burly 
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scoundrel  in  Dickens'  story  who  got  money  for  his  ale 
by  taking  away  the  pennies  from  the  little  children  on 
the  London  streets. 

But  to  go  back  to  our  original  question — why  should 
we  lead  moral  lives  when  the  search  for  pleasure  and 
self-gratification  seemingly  points  in  a  different  direc- 
tion? Can  you  be  a  respected,  educated  and  cultured 
gentleman  and  yet  indulge  in  the  practice  forbidden  by 
God  and  man  which  has  been  given  the  ugly  name  of 
"adultery"?  And  our  professor's  open  challenge  to  peo- 
ple who  still  believe  in  decency  is  in  fact  that  "you  say 
I  am  an  immoral  teacher  of  youth,  and  yet  I  have  the 
support  and  endorsement  of  cultured  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  standing.  If  I  am  wrong  they  must  be  wrong." 
And  possibly  it  may  be  said  that  when  it  comes  to 
morals,  our  higher  system  of  education  is  wrong.  But 
this  comment  by  no  means  applies  to  the  many  Chris- 
tian colleges,  smaller  institutions  perhaps,  but  strong  in 
their  Christian  teaching  and  influence  and  thus  creative 
of  a  high  type  of  moral  manhood. 

We  live  in  a  moral  universe.  Government,  religion, 
law — all  are  founded  on  morals.  If  one  man,  a  teacher 
of  youth,  says  that  it  is  right  and  proper  to  live  in 
adultery,  why  have  not  all  his  students  the  same  right, 
and  if  one  group  has  that  right  why  not  all  men?  Pres- 
ent conditions  of  vice  are  bad  enough,  but  if  our  teach- 
ers in  schools  supported  by  the  people,  openly  and  pub- 
licly recommend  an  adulterous  life  as  desirable,  and 
seek  to  demonstrate  it  in  their  own  lives,  it  would  seem 
time  for  the  people  to  intervene — if  our  school  authori- 
ties have  not  the  moral  stamina  to  do  so.     History  has 


Peace  News 

Continued  From  Page  15 
Hundreds  of  these  covered  wagons  are  going  to  the 
northwest  part  or  free  China.  It  is  the  desert  express 
taking  more  than  half  a  month  to  cross  the  Mongol 
desert.  As  there  are  no  inns  on  the  way,  the  journey  is 
hazardous  in  more  ways  than  one.  .  .  .  But  the  worst 
thing  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  masses  cannot  pack  up  and 
leave." 

"Prolestantism  has  been  historically  guilty  of  divid- 
ing the  church  on  issues  which  are  far  less  significant 
and  substantial  than  those  which  the  war  raised  in  the 
consciences  of  men,"  states  the  Christian  Century  ed- 
itorially. John  Foster  Dulles,  a  widely-known  inter- 
national lawyer,  voiced,  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches,  the  determination  of  all 
Christian  leaders  that  the  unity  of  the  church,  however 
strained,  must  not  be  impaired  in  this  hour  of  crises. 
"In  language  that  would  bring  credit  to  the  most  erudite 
theologian,"  says  this  editorial,  "this  layman  stated  the 
case  for  the  spirit  of  Christ  and  the  common  altar  of 
Christian  worship  as  the  instrument  and  the  place  for 
the  reconciling  of  our  deepest  differences."  We  of  the 
pacifist  faith  must  not  be  proud  or  Pharisaical  else  we 
will  make  the  mistake  that  many  prohibitionists  made 
in  former  days. 

The  Christian  Century,  in  the  issue  of  Dec.  25,  gives  a 
rather  detailed  report  of  the  major  decisions  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  as  passed  by  its  meeting 
held  in  Elgin  on  Nov.  30.  The  statement  concludes  by 
saying:  "For  a  comparatively  small  and  not  very 
wealthy  body,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  conducts  a 
very  vigorous  program." 


given  us  many  examples  of  nations,  who,  when  they 
became  rich  and  powerful,  indulged  in  sensuous  vices 
and  became  decadent  and  passed  into  oblivion.  No 
surer  way  could  be  found  to  bring  our  nation  to  ruin 
than  to  teach  that  we  may  with  impunity  violate  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  and  reap  no  penalty.  Easy  di- 
vorces, immoral  books,  drinking,  ungodly  homes,  all 
have  led  to  looseness  of  life,  to  vice,  corruption  and 
crime.  Yet  today  all  we  have  learned  through  the  ex- 
perience of  the  race  in  our  past  history  is  challenged 
by  a  man  who  would  tell  us  that  the  laws  given  in  a 
sacred  Book  are  an  outworn  tradition,  and  that  the  laws 
of  the  land  can  be  violated  with  impunity  whenever 
they  oppose  the  licentious  desire  of  man's  lower  nature. 

This  challenge  has  now  been  met  when  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  modern  philosopher  was  brought  before  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  The  court 
answered  the  argument  that  this  was  a  matter  of  acad- 
emic freedom  over  which  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction, 
by  stating  that  the  appointment  to  teach  in  the  College 
of  the  City  of  New  York  affected  the  public  health,  safe- 
ty and  morals  of  the  community  and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  act.  "Academic  freedom,"  the 
court  said,  "was  freedom  to  do  good  and  not  to  teach 
evil."  The  Court  also  stated  that  the  personality  of 
teachers  has  more  to  do  with  forming  the  student's  opin- 
ion than  many  syllogisms.  Consequently  the  appoint- 
ment was  revoked. 

Alhambra,  Calif. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Northern  Michigan  Regional  Peace  Meeting 

A  regional  meeting  of  the  northern  churches  of  Mich- 
igan was  held  Saturday,  Dec.  28,  in  the  Lakeview 
church,  Brethren,  Mich.  The  purpose  was  to  discuss  the 
peace  program  of  the  church  and  its  support. 

The  main  speakers  of  this  program  were  Brethren  W. 
W.  Slabaugh,  J.  E.  Ulery,  Mark  Schrock,  L.  C.  Blicken- 
staff  and  Galen  Barkdoll. 

Bro.  Slabaugh  in  the  morning  devotions  tried  to  im- 
press on  our  minds  that  while  we  are  living  in  a  time  of 
uncertainty,  yet  we  have  opportunities  never  before  of- 
fered to  our  church. 

Some  of  the  facts  brought  out  in  this  meeting  were 
that  while  leaders  of  this  peace  program  are  doing  all 
possible,  yet  there  is  a  definite  part  for  each  of  us  to 
assume. 

We  are  confronted  with  the  unemployment  problem 
on  every  side  and  a  large  percentage  is  among  our 
young  people.  The  military  service  is  one  answer  to 
unemployment,  but  is  it  the  answer  we  desire?  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  stood  for  peace  for  many 
years.  We  have  made  our  young  people  conscientious 
objectors  by  our  training;  now  we  must  stand  by  them 
and  help  them  through  this  crisis. 

The  government  has  said  to  the  peace  churches,  "We 
will  place  these  conscientious  objectors  in  government 
approved  work  camps.  You  train,  teach  and  engage 
them  in  a  constructive  work  of  national  importance." 

This  is  a  challenge  to  the  church.  Is  it  a  challenge 
which  we  as  a  church  want  to  accept?  Then  the  ques- 
tion comes  back  to  each  local  church,  How  much  of  this 
responsibility  can  we  assume? 

Let  us  not  consider  it  an  extra  load,  but  as  an  extra 
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Truth-Seekers'  Class,  Nampa,  Idaho 

Here  is  a  recent  picture  of  the  Truth-Seekers'  Sun- 
day-school Class  at  Nampa,  Idaho.  It  was  taken 
at  a  regular  monthly  class  meeting,  and  in  front  of 
the  church  building.     The  class  was  organized  ap- 


proximately twenty-five  years  ago  as  a  young  peo- 
ple's group,  and  now  has  about  forty-five  members 
of  middle-aged  men  and  women.  Elder  C.  A.  Wil- 
liams has  been  the  teacher  for  many  years.  The 
president  is  Harry  Beckwith.  Photo  and  information 
supplied  by  J.  C.  Himler. 


opportunity.  Never  before  have  we  had  such  an  op- 
portunity to  do  home  mission  work.  We  can  lose  our 
homes,  our  cars,  and  things  of  material  value  but  we 
cannot,  we  must  not,  fail  our  boys. 

Those  who  sacrifice  their  boys  upon  the  battlefields 
are  making  a  sacrifice  that  cannot  be  valued  in  dollars. 
In  like  manner  we  must  make  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of 
peace. 

A  resolution  was  adopted:  That  this  group,  represent- 
ing the  northern  churches  of  Michigan,  approve  the  pro- 
gram offered  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  and 
assume  our  share  of  its  support  as  congregations  and  in- 
dividuals. 

Under  the  direction  and  leadership  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  may  we  go  forward  in  this  great  work. 

Brethren,  Mich.  Hazel  Long. 


A  Christmas  in  the  Ozarks 

Just  a  few  days  before  Christmas  we  received  word 
from  our  daughters  that  they  could  not  spend  Christmas 
with  us.  This  would  be  the  first  Christmas  spent  apart 
from  each  other  since  they  came  into  our  home.  This 
made  us  wonder  how  we  might  be  able  to  spend  the 
day  in  a  way  to  get  the  most  good  out  of  it.  Then  we 
began  to  receive  Christmas  gifts,  greetings,  and  encour- 
aging letters  from  friends  old  and  new.  We  received 
letters  from  some  whom  we  had  not  seen  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  We  also  got  letters  from  some  of  our 
friends  on  the  foreign  fields. 

On  Saturday  evening  before  Christmas  we  received 
from  the  Silent  Grove  Home  Demonstration  Club  two 
baskets  filled  with  Christmas  packages,  the  contents 
consisting  of  meats,  fruits  and  vegetables. 

And  with  these  came  the  following  message,  which 
we  believe  is  worthy  to  be  passed  on. 

If  it  ■wasn't  for  ministers,  what  would  we  do? 
For  surely  they  help  us  go  straight, 
And  teach  us  lessons  of  service  and  love, 
Instead  of  destruction  and  hate. 


We  want  you  to  know  that  there  is  a  group, 
Who  appreciate  what  you  do; 
So  please  accept  from  us  these  little  gifts, 
And  the  season's  greetings,  too. 

To  Our  Pastor  at  Christmas 

The  Father's  love  be  with  you 
To  guide  you  and  to  cheer, 
And  his  blessing  rest  upon  you 
In  your  work   throughout  the  year. 

—Silent  Grove  H.  D. 


Club. 


We  take  this  means  to  express  many  thanks  and  ap- 
preciation to  our  friends  who  have  remembered  us  so 
graciously  during  this  Christmas  season.  We  wish  you 
all  a  happy  and  prosperous  New  Year. 

Springdale,  Ark. 


Passing  of  Bro.  Jesse  Morgan  Griffin 

Bro.  Jesse  Morgan  Griffin,  son  of  R.  H.  Griffin,  was  born  in 
Highland  County,  Va.,  May  10,  1852.  In  1876  he  was  united  in 
holy  wedlock  with  Donie  Gregory,  daughter  of  Jessie  Gregory. 

To  this  union  five  daughters 
and  five  sons  came  to  bless  their 
home.  Bro.  Griffin  was  bap- 
tized at  an  early  age,  and  lived 
a  devoted  Christian  life  until 
his  death.  He  served  his  church 
;;,  *':      t'WflfigS  as  deacon  until  his  hearing  be- 

M  gan  to  fail.     His  sacrificial  serv- 

ice to  the  church,  often  at  the 
expense  of  his  farm  duties,  de- 
serves more  than  a  passing  no- 
tice. His  keen  insight  and  com- 
prehensive judgment  resulted  in 
his  counsel  being  sought  by 
many   people. 

He  possessed  the  happy  abil- 
ity of  compiling  historical  data 
for  church  and  family.  Be- 
cause of  his  high  type  of  spir- 
itual devotion  it  was  a  serious 
cross  to  be  deprived  for  several 
years  of  regular  church  attend- 
ance, because  of  physical  infirmities.  Yet  he  possessed  the  happy 
ability  of  following  other  lines  of  spiritual  enrichment. 

His  education  in  school  was  limited;  yet  by  earnest  efforts  he 
acquired  a  splendid  Bible  knowledge  with  a  broadened  view  of 
life  and  its  vicissitudes. 

His  wife  departed  this  life  eleven  years  ago  on  March  22.  After 
a  week's  illness,  following  a  paralytic  stroke,  Bro.  Griffin  peace- 
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A  Baptismal  Scene 

Some  twenty  years  ago  there  was  an  out- 
door baptismal  service  on  the  farm  of  the 
late  Elder  Charles  D.  Cassel  near  Man- 
heim,  Pa.  The  exact  place  was  a  pool  in 
the  meadow.  The  preacher  administering 
the  rite  is  Bro.  Allen  Becker  of  the  Fair- 
view  church.  The  child  being  baptized  is 
now  the  ■wife  of  Pastor  Carl  W.  Ziegler  of 
the  Lebanon  church.  The  picture  was  sent 
us  by  Mrs.  Mattie  O.  Weaver  of  Man- 
heim,  Pa. 


fully  passed  on  Nov.  5,  1940,  aged  88  years,  5  months  and  26 
days. 

To  mourn  his  departure  he  leaves  four  sons,  four  daughters, 
two  brothers,  grandchildren,  great-grandchildren  and  many  other 
relatives   and   friends. 

Memorial  services  were  held  at  the  Griffin  church  near  Deer- 
field,  Va.,  on  Nov.  8,  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Driver  and  Bro. 
Emmett  Carper.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mountain  Mary 
burial  ground  near  the  church  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and 
sympathetic  assembly. 

Deerfield,   Va.  Mrs.   Ray   Griffin. 


John  Roberts  Riggleman 

John  Robert  Riggleman  was  born  on  July  14,  1858,  near  Torch, 
Ohio.  He  was  the  son  of  Harvey  H.  and  Sarah  Bean  Riggleman, 
formerly  of  Rockingham  County  in  Virginia  and  Hardy  County 
in  West  Virginia. 

He  says  he  can  well  remember  his  mother  taking  him  to  Sun- 
day school  at  the  Baptist 
church,  which  is  still  standing  in 
the  little  town  of  Torch,  on 
Route  50,  and  that  before  he  was 
nine  years  old,  the  family  de- 
cided to  move  to  Hardy  County, 
which  they  undertook  in  Janu- 
ary of  1867,  traveling  in  a  cov- 
ered wagon.  Ten  days  were  re- 
quired to  cover  the  trip  of  235 
miles. 

He  remembers  the  end  of 
;heir  8rst  day's  journey.  They 
had  traveled  only  thirteen  miles, 
and  when  they  came  to  the  Ohio 
River,  they  crossed  at  Parkers- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  on  a  ferryboat. 
Though  he  was  only  a  small  boy 
of  nine  years,  he  rode  a  horse 
while  on  the  ferryboat. 

"Uncle  John"  says  they  trav- 
eled over  the  Northwestern 
Grade  (now  U.  S.  Route  50),  which  proved  both  scenic  and  tire- 
some, but  eventually  they  came  to  the  Stony  River,  crossing  in 
the  Allegheny  Mountains.  While  some  other  member  of  the  fam- 
ily was  driving  the  team,  father,  Harvey  Riggleman,  jumped  up- 
on the  back  of  one  of  the  horses  to  ride  across  the  stream.  About 
midstream  the  horse  fell  down  with  its  rider,  causing  a  bit  of 
excitement,  but  there  was  no  serious  injury  except  a  January 
ibath. 

At  the  end  of  ten  days  of  travel  they  arrived  in  Hardy  County 
and  began  housekeeping  in  what  is  known  as  the  "Old  Depot 
House,"  which  stood  nearly  opposite  the  residence  of  the  late 
John  L.  Ely,  but  on  the  south  side  of  the  North  River  turnpike. 
This  was  while  the  new  home  was  being  prepared,  which  is  still 
standing  at  Rockoak,  and  is  now  occupied  by  J.  E.  Doman. 

He  can  also  remember  having  operated  the  old  up-and-down 
sawmill  which  was  located  near  his  new  home,  and  was  capable 
of  turning  out  1,000  feet  of  inch  lumber  per  day.  This  he  did  as 
well  as  assisting  with  other  duties  on  his  father's  farm. 

On  Jan.  8,  1878,  he  married  Emzey  J.  Heare  of  Hampshire 
County.  They  were  not  blessed  with  any  children  of  their  own, 
but  were  permitted  to  raise  a  nephew  and  niece.  They  lived  on 
the  farm  far  more  than  half  a  century.  His  good  wife  died  on 
Oct.   10,   1928. 


While  yet  a  young  man  John  Riggleman  united  with  the  Bean 
Settlement  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  which  church  he  has 
served  faithfully  as  a  deacon.  He  was  a  stockman,  also  served 
his  county  as  commissioner  of  the  court.  He  was  glad  to  help 
in  anything  that  would  help  the  community. 

About  five  years  ago  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis  and  con- 
tinued to  suffer  from  its  effects  until  his  passing  from  this  life. 
He  is  the  last  member  of  the  Riggleman  family,  having  departed 
this  life  Nov.  4,   1940. 

Bro.  Riggleman  was  a  model  homebuilder,  and  his  often  was 
the  home  of  the  evangelist  while  in  the  Bean  Settlement  con- 
gregation. Many  of  the  brethren  were  warmed  and  filled  in  his 
home. 

He  "used  the  office  of  deacon  well."  He  was  a  very  liberal 
giver,  and  a  useful  man  in  the  district,  serving  thirteen  times  as 
delegate  to  district  meeting  in  thirty  years.  He  served  twenty- 
four  years  as  member  of  the  Bean  Settlement  congregation. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Bean  Settlement  church  by 
Elders  Emra  T.  Fike  and  B.  W.  Smith.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.  Emra  T.  Fike. 


While  Thinking  in  the  Hospital 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1894,  at  the  close  of  a  Sunday  evening 
church  service  in  the  Des  Moines  Valley  church,  Ankeny,  that 
a  little  white  bundle  was  handed  to  me  by  my  wife. 

On  stepping  outside  the  church  house  I  was  struck  by  a  run- 
away team  of  horses  at  the  very  edge  of  the  church  platform.  In 
the  fall  my  right  hand  caught  one  horse  by  the  bridle.  The 
little  white  bundle  fell  to  the  ground  and  the  excited  horses 
trampled  all  around  it.  A  Mr.  Stebleton  grabbed  the  bundle  and 
took  it  to  safety. 

The  commotion  attracted  the  attention  of  my  mother  and 
father.  Father,  the  janitor,  had  just  turned  out  the  last  ker- 
osene light.  Mother  at  once  called  for  lights.  She  thought  that 
surely  the  little  babe  in  the  bundle  was  so  badly  hurt  it  could 
not  cry.  On  very  careful  examination  what  seemed  to  be  a  weed 
snag  on  one  thumb,  and  a  smile  from  the  babe,  convinced  mother 
nothing  serious  had  happened  to  the  child. 

About  four  and  one  half  years  later  the  stork  left  another 
white  bundle  at  our  home.  Time  rolled  on.  The  first  white 
bundle  referred  to,  Orville,  grew  to  manhood  and  selected  Miss 
Delta  Lichty  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  for  his  life  companion.  Four 
white  bundles  have  landed  at  their  home. 

The  last  white  bundle  to  land  at  our  home,  Pearl,  grew  to 
womanhood  and  selected  Mr.  Curtis  McCauley  of  Roanoke,  111., 
for  her  life  companion.  Three  white  bundles  have  landed  at 
their  home.  I  think  the  thing  that  brought  to  my  memory  the 
little  incident  at  the  beginning  of  this  item  is  that  one  evening 
while  I  was  so  very  ill  with  the  worst  form  of  penumonia  at  the 
Deaconess  Hospital,  Freeport,  111.,  I  looked  at  the  foot  of  my  bed 
and  there  stood  my  son,  Orville,  and  my  son-in-law,  Curtis,  who 
said:  "Father,  we  think  it  best  for  you  to  have  a  special  and  she 
starts  tonight  for  a  week." 

I  am  sure  I  needed  her  and  I  suppose  I  will  never  know  how 
sick  I  was  that  week.  I  know  we  used  the  late  scientific  treat- 
ment for  pneumonia  and  besides  I  consumed  three  and  a  half 
tanks  of  oxygen. 

The  Father  in  heaven  spared  the  little  white  bundle  from  the 
horses'   feet. 

The  Father  in  heaven  spared  my  life.     I  have  been  at  the  hos- 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— January   18,    1941 


25 


pital  over  four  weeks  as  I  write  this  Dec.  20,  1940,  and  I 
hope  to  be  home  for  Christmas.  The  people  have  all  been  very 
good  to  us.  The  hospital  is  nearly  thirty  miles  away  from  our 
home,  but  since  it  is  necessary  for  my  good  wife  to  be  at  home 
each  evening,  they  have  made  it  possible  for  her  to  be  at  my 
bedside  a  part  of  each  day  except  on  a  few  icy  days.  I  am  to 
go  home  Dec.  21,  I  heard  today.  Praise  the  Lord. 
Mt.  Morris,  111.  W.  E.  West. 


Fifty-five  Years  Wed 

Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Hollinger  were  married  in  Russell, 
Kans.,  Nov.  19,  1885.  After  a  few  years  there  they  moved  to 
Darlow,  Kans.,  and  have  kept  their  residence  there  ever  since, 

although  they 
have  spent  some 
time  in  other 
states.  Their 
modern  residence 
is  on  one  corner 
of  their  farm 
which  is  tended 
by  their  youngest 
son,  Edward.  He 
passes  their  door 
on  the  way  to 
church  and  al- 
ways brings  them 
along  unless 
something  inter- 
feres. The  other 
children  are 
John,  Harry,  Jay 
and  Mrs.  H.  R. 
Showalter.  Nine- 
teen grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren  add  to  their  hap- 
piness. Sister  Hollinger  was  Miss  Anna  Light  before  her  mar- 
riage. Sunday,  Nov.  17,  marked  a  happy  celebration  of  their  wed- 
ding anniversary.  Ninety-five  relatives  and  friends  called  express- 
ing congratulations  and  bringing  gifts  and  flowers.  Sister  Hollin- 
ger has  been  a  Sunday-school  teacher  almost  continuously  in  the 
Pleasant  View  Sunday  school  since  their  arrival  here,  and  has 
taught  almost  every  class.  She  is  now  teaching  the  beginners. 
Bro.  Hollinger  is  always  willing  to  help  with  the  work  of  the 
church   in   any  way  that  he  can. 


Hutchinson,  Kans. 


E.  E.  Barnhart. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Baker-Houpl,  Clarence  Wilbur  Baker  of  Chester,  Pa.,  and 
Ethel  Houpt  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned,  brother  of 
the  groom,  Dec.  21,  1940,  in  the  Ten  Mile  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
at  Marianna,  Pa. — G.   L.  Baker,  Marianna,  Pa. 

Cole-Tomlinson. — Floyd  L.  Cole  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  and  Bonnie 
Mae  Tomlinson  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Dec.  25,  1940. — Van  B.  Wright,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind. 

Fike-Linkswiler.— On  Dec.  25,  1940,  at  the  home  of  the  under- 
signed, Ralph  Fike  and  Dorothy  Linkswiler  of  Westernport,  Md. 
■ — Arthur   Scrogum,   Accident,   Md. 

Graves-Beizner. — Forrest  L.  Graves  and  Bonita  Betzner,  of 
Columbia  City,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned,  Oct.  5,  1940,  at  his  home 
in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Van  B.  Wright,  Fort  Wayne,   Ind. 

Hoover-Bonner. — On  Sept.  21  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, near  Weiser,  Idaho,  Daniel  Hoover  and  Wilma  Bonner. — A.  J. 
Ellenberger,  Payette,  Idaho. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Alderfer,  Amanda,  widow  of  the  late  Jeremiah  B.  Alderfer, 
died  at  her  home  in  Souderton,  Pa.,  on  Dec.  11,  aged  77  years. 
She  suffered  from  a  stroke  and  lay  in  a  coma  for  four  days  before 
death  came.  Sister  Alderfer  was  a  very  devoted  member  of  the 
church.  In  her  life  experiences  she  proved  to  others  that  the 
one  who  tries  to  live  the  Christ  life  has  no  regrets  for  his  de- 
cision. Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  in  April,  1936.  Sur- 
viving are  two  sons,  one  daughter,  three  brothers,  three  sisters, 
twelve  grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchildren.  One 
daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  her  late  residence,  with  Eld.  Norman  Frederick  and  Bro. 
Wm.  M.  Delp  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Hillside  cemetery, 
Souderton. — J.   Herman  Rosenberger,   Souderton,   Pa. 

Billinger. — Bro.  Benjamin  G.,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Spiecher 
Bittinger,  was  born  April  23,  1869,  and  died  Dec.  6,  1940,  at  the 
home  of  his  brother.    He  had  a  paralytic  stroke  on  Sept.  24,  and 


was  helpless  for  several  weeks.  One  brother  and  three  sisters 
survive  him;  four  brothers  and  one  sister  preceded  him  in  death. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Bethesda  church  and  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum  of  Accident,  Md. — Mrs.  Ar- 
thur Resh,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Bowser,  Amy  Ellen  Bittinger,  widow  of  the  late  Perry  Bowser, 
was  born  at  Manidier's  Ridge,  Md.,  May  6,  1862,  and  died  at  her 
home  near  Grantsville,  Dec.  11,  1940,  of  paralysis.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Maple  Grove  con- 
gregation, Md.,  for  sixty-five  years.  She  lived  an  even-tempered, 
pious  life,  trusting  her  Lord  and  delighting  in  his  command- 
ments. She  was  a  liberal  and  cheerful  giver  of  service  and 
money.  She  was  married  on  April  15,  1883,  by  Eld.  S.  A.  Miller. 
To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  survive,  along 
with  fifteen  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren  and  one  sis- 
ter. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  near  Grantsville, 
with  Eld.  B.  W.  Smith  officiating.  Interr-tent  was  in  the  Bowser 
cemetery. — J.  C.  Beahm,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Brubaker,  Sister  Alice  Bucher,  widow  of  the  late  Jonas  Bru- 
baker,  died  at  the  home  of  her  sister  at  Buffalo  Springs  on 
Nov.  9,  1940,  aged  80  years.  Early  in  life  she  became  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  one  daugh- 
ter, two  grandchildren  and  three  sisters.  Her  husband,  one 
daughter  and  one  son  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Cornwall  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the 
home  ministers.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Nora  L.   Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Cober,  Sister  Lizzie  Snyder,  was  born  in  1862,  and  lived  most 
of  her  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Berlin,  Pa.  She  passed  away  on 
Sept.  26,  1940,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Brothers  Valley  Town- 
ship near  the  Beachdale  church.  This  son  is  the  one  survivor. 
She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years  and  had  recently  transferred  her  membership  to  the  Beach- 
dale  church,  where  her  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Beachdale  cemetery. — A.  Jay 
Replogle,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

Eby,  Matilda,  daughter  of  Simon  Peter  and  Anna  Eby,  was  born 
June  10,  1867,  and  died  Nov.  28,  1940.  Her  parents  and  one  sister 
preceded  her  in  death.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  was  received 
into  the  membership  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  confes- 
sion of  faith  and  baptism.  She  is  survived  by  her  stepmother 
of  Canton,  in  whose  home  she  died,  and  under  whose  care  she 
had  been  for  about  forty-eight  years.  A  niece  and  a  nephew  also 
survive.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Dwyer  and  Stier 
funeral  home  in  charge  of  Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor.  Interment  was  in 
the  Mt.  Pleasant  cemetery. — Mrs.  Jennie  Weyand,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 

Fike,  Elijah,  son  of  John  M.  and  Mary  Ann  Thomas  Fike,  was- 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  on  March  6,  1857,  and  died  Nov.  3,. 
1940,  at  his  home  in  Republic  County,  Kans.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Belleville  congregation  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
fifty-two  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Florence  A. 
Traver  in  Marshall  County,  Illinois,  on  Dec.  24,  1884.  To  this 
union  ten  children  were  born,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living. 
He  was  a  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  ever  since  the  consol- 
idation of  the  Primitive  Christian  and  Brethren  at  Work.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  E.  M.  Steward.  Interment 
was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  E.  J.  Fike,  Courtland,  Kans. 

Folk,  Sara  Pletcher,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Nedrow 
Pletcher,  was  born  July  10,  1855,  in  Middle  Creek  Township,  Pa., 
and  died  Dec.  26,  1940,  at  her  home  in  Maple  Glen.  She  was  the 
youngest  of  a  family  of  ten  children  and  the  last  surviving  one 
of  the  family.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  and  was  a  faithful  member.  She  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  church  services  up  to  a  few  weeks  prior 
to  her  death.  In  November,  1891,  she  was  married  to  Abraham 
Folk,  who  preceded  her  in  death.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
children.  There  were  also  nine  stepchildren,  four  of  whom  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  Surviving  are  nine  grandchildren,  thirty- 
nine  step-grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren  and  forty-one 
step-great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Maple  Glen  church  by  Bro.  A.  J.  Replogle.  Burial  was  in  the 
near-by  cemetery. — Mrs.  Arthur  Resh,  Grantsville,  Md. 

Hariman,  Sister  Salome,  was  born  Feb.  6,  1857,  near  Loganville, 
Pa.,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catharine  Bowser  Myers.  She 
was  the  wife  of  Samuel  K.  Hartman,  who  preceded  her  in  death 
seven  years  ago.  Surviving  are  one  brother,  one  sister,  four  sons, 
two  daughters,  twenty-six  grandchildren,  five  great-grandchil- 
dren. She  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Codorus  con- 
gregation, a  faithful  member  for  sixty-one  years.  She  died  on 
Nov.  6,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  after  a  bed- 
fast illness  of  six  weeks.  All  her  life  she  lived  in  the  community 
of  her  birth.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Codorus  church  by 
Elders  Michael  M.  Markey  of  the  New  Fairview  congregation 
and  S.  C.  Godfrey.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mary 
A.  Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa. 

Hess,  Lenah,  died  on  Dec.  23,  at  her  home  in  Goshen,  after  an. 
illness  of  six  weeks.  The  daughter  of  Rev.  Moses  and  Mary 
Beckner  Hess,  she  was  born  in  Elkhart  Township  on  Jan.  14,  1867, 
and  lived  there  the  rest  of  her  life.  In  young  womanhood  she 
attended  Mount  Morris  College  and  later  Bethany  Bible  School. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  about  sixty 
years.  In  recent  years  she  was  active  in  ladies'  aid  and  the 
Christian  Service  Bible  class.     She  was  always  at  church  when 
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her  health  permitted  and  ready  to  do  anything  she  could  to  help 
in  the  church  she  loved.  Surviving  are  a  brother  and  four 
nieces.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Culp  funeral  home  in 
charge  of  Bro.  T.  E.  George.  Burial  was  in  the  Violet  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Jesse  Tully,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Johnson,  Edward  William,  aged  60  years,  passed  away  on  Dec. 
21,  at  Geneva,  111.,  his  home  for  the  past  nine  years.  He  was 
formerly  from  western  Maryland,  where  five  brothers  and  two 
sisters  survive  him.  His  widow,  a  daughter  and  a  son  also  sur- 
vive. A  daughter  preceded  him  in  death  last  April.  His  death 
resulted  from  a  heart  ailment  after  an  illness  of  two  years.  Fu- 
neral, services  were  held  from  the  Crane  funeral  home  in  Ba- 
tavia,  111.  Bro.  David  Landis,  pastor  of  the  Batavia  church,  offi- 
ciated. Interment  was  in  the  East  Batavia  cemetery . — David  R. 
Landis,  Batavia,  111. 

Keeny,  Chester  Nelsori,  infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  George 
W.  Keeney.  died  on  Nov.  25.  Graveside  services  were  held  at  the 
Pleasant  Hill  cemetery  by  Bro.  S.  C.  Godfrey. — Mary  A.  Lehman, 
Dallastdwn,  Pa. 

Lehman,  Lydia  B.  Hoover,  .widow  of  A.  B.  Lehman,  passed 
away  in  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Covington  on  Nov.  24,  1940, 
at  the  age  of  83.  She  was  the  last  of  ten  children  of  Emmanuel 
and  Rachel  Hoover.  Her  father  was  a  minister  of  the  German 
Baptist  Brethren  church.  In  her  youth  she  joined  the  church 
of  her  parents  but  later  transferred  her  membership  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Covington.  She  is  survived  by  three 
children  and  one  grandson.  She  loved  her  church  and  was  a 
regular  attendant  as  long  as  health  would  permit.  During  her 
long  illness  the  radio  brought  sermons  and  the  hymns  she  liked 
so  well.  Her  hands  were  seldom  idle.  When  she  could  no  longer 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  the  home  she  made  gifts  for  her 
children  and  her  friends.  Though  she  was  old  in  years  and  frail 
in  body  she  was  young  in  spirit  and  maintained  her  interest  in 
life  to  the  last.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  from  the  home 
by  two  former  pastors,  Brethren  C.  F.  McKee  of  Dayton  and  G.  L. 
Wine  of  Greenville.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Covington  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Edith  Woodard,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

Lillie,  Henry,  son  of  David  and  Ada  Lillie,  was  born  Oct.  22, 
1878,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1940.  At  an  early  age  he  was  baptized 
into  the  South  Beatrice  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  continued 
a  faithful  and  devoted  member  to  the  close  of  life.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  from  the  South  Beatrice  church  by  the 
writer.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  one-half  mile  south  of 
the  church. — Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Lucabaugh,  Sister  Sarah  Smith,  was  born  on  Oct.  23,  1862,  and 
died  on  Dec.  14  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  at  Weavertown. 
She  was  thrice  married.  She  was  the  widow  of  Daniel  Weaver, 
who  died  in  Sebring,  Fla.,  in  1926,  and  of  Walter  Young  of 
Sebring,  whose  demise  occurred  about  ten  year  ago.  At  the 
time  of  her  death  she  was  the  wife  of  Andrew  Lucabaugh  of 
Sebring.  Of  her  union  with  the  late  Daniel  Weaver  there  were 
twelve  children,  eleven  of  whom  survive.  One  son  preceded  her 
in  death.  Besides  the  children  there  survive  a  sister,  a  brother, 
forty  grandchildren  and  fifteen  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Midway  church  by  Brethren  S.  K. 
Wenger  and  Aaron  S.  Heisey.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Nora  L.  Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Marshall,  Greely,  Jr.,  son  of  Greely  and  Pearl  Patrick  Marshall 
of  near  Alvada,  Ohio,  was  born  Nov.  9,  1925,  in  Biglick  Township, 
Ohio,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1940,  in  the  Findlay  Home  and  Hospital. 
Death  occurred  soon  after  an  automobile  accident  near  Carey, 
Ohio,  when  Junior  was  riding  with  a  group  of  friends  en  route 
to  a  high  school  class  party.  He  was  the  seventh  of  twelve  chil- 
dren born  to  Brother  and  Sister  Marshall.  One  brother  and  ten 
sisters  survive.  He  was  a  member  of  the  sophomore  class  of  the 
Vanlue  high  school,  and  of  the  young  people's  class  of  the  Oak 
Grove  Sunday  school.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  St. 
John's  church,  with  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer  and  the  undersigned 
officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Glenn  J. 
Fruth,  Alvada,  Ohio. 

Miller,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Eld.  Anthony  and  Fanny  Culp 
Miller,  was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  March  8,  1865,  and  died 
Nov.  28,  1940.  She  lived  in  one  neighborhood  all  her  life  except 
the  first  four  years,  which  were  spent  near  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  F.  Miller  on  Dec.  28, 
1882.  To  this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
One  daughter  died  In  infancy.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  six 
children,  thirty  grandchildren,  thirteen  great-grandchildren, 
three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church 
for  more  than  sixty  years.  She  and  her  husband  were  elected 
to  the  deacon's  office  in  1891.  The  family,  the  church  and  the 
neighborhood  keenly  feel  the  loss  of  mother.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Eld.  Solomon  Stoner  of  Pendleton,  Ind.,  as- 
sisted by  the  home  brethren  in  the  Ash  Grove  meetinghouse. 
Burial  was  in  the  Ash  Grove  cemetery. — Aaron  Miller,  Lima, 
Ohio. 

Morrison,  John  I.,  passed  away  at  his  home  on  Dec.  5,  1940, 
aged  forty-five  years  and  seven  months  .  He  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  some  time.  In  1925  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
E.  Miller,  who  survives  with  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  His 
parents,  one  brother  and  one  daughter  preceded  him  in  death. 
He  was  baptized  by  Bro.  David  Hanawalt  on  May  21,  1938,  and 
had  since  been  an  active  and  faithful  member  of  the  Pine  Glen 
Church  of  the  Brethren.    Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 


Booth  funeral  home,  McVeytown,  with  his  pastor,  Bro.  Lawrence 
Ruble,  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Pine  Glen  cemetery. — 
Margaret  L.  Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Neidlinger,  Paul,  aged  thirty,  and  his  cousin  Raymond,  aged 
twenty-eight,  died  at  the  Lebanon  Good  Samaritan  hospital. 
Both  deaths  were  attributed  to  fractured  skulls  and  other  in- 
juries which  occurred  following  an  automobile  accident.  Paul 
died  on  Dec.  7  and  Raymond  on  Dec.  10.  The  accident  occurred 
when  a  truck  sideswiped  the  car  in  which  four  men  were  riding 
to  work  at  a  coal  mine.  Both  young  men  were  members  of  the 
Schuylkill  church.  Raymond  was  assistant  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent of  the  Swopes  Valley  school.  Paul  Neidlinger  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  and  three  small  children,  his  parents,  one 
brother  and  two  sisters.  Raymond  Neidlinger  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  two  small  daughters,  his  parents,  one  brother  and  two 
sisters.  Their  pleasant  dispositions  made  for  them  many  friends. 
They  loved  their  church  and  were  always  willing  to  help  when 
needed.  The  chorus  has  lost  two  members  who  have  gone  to 
join  the  heavenly  chorus.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Big  Dam  church  in  charge  of  Eld.  S.  K.  Wenger,  Brethren  Perry 
Sanger  and  Franklin  Painter  on  Dec.  11  and  14. — Dora  Groh  Her- 
ring, Pinegrove,  Pa. 

Phenicie,  Maude  Gertrude  Miller,  was  born  on  April  16,  1882, 
in  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  and  passed  away  on  Nov.  16,  1940, 
at  her  home  at  Garrett,  Pa.  As  a  small  girl  she  united  with  the 
Plum  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  an  active  member 
in  the  Garrett  church  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  served  as 
choir  leader  during  the  greater  part  of  her  residence  at  Garrett, 
also  as  pianist  for  many  years,  as  teacher  of  different  groups  and 
worker  among  the  young  people,  and  as  an  officer  of  the  ladies' 
aid  society.  Both  parents  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  whom  she  married  on  April  16,  1908,  a  son, 
two  sisters  and  two  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Garrett  church,  with  Pastor  A.  J.  Replogle  officiat- 
ing, assisted  by  her  former  pastor,  Bro.  George  Detweiler.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Highland  View  cemetery  of  Garrett. — A.  Jay 
Replogle,   Salisbury,  Pa. 

Shank,  Sadie  L.,  was  born  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  on  Jan.  1, 
1857,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Zook.  In  1878,  she 
was  married  to  John  B.  Shank,  and  residence  was  established  at 
Greene,  Iowa.  To  them  were  born  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. While  they  engaged  in  farming,  they  were  also  vitally  in- 
terested in  the  church  and  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  Later  the 
family  followed  Bro.  Shank's  call  to  service  in  the  ministry.  At 
various  times  they  lived  in  Nebraska,  Missouri,  North  Dakota  and 
Idaho.  Mother  Shank  lost  her  companion  in  1911.  At  Fruitland 
she  lived  alone  for  many  years,  taking  an  interest  in  every  one 
and  every  good  thing.  She  set  a  good  example  of  faithfulness 
and  punctuality  in  church  attendance.  "Seek  ye  first  the  king- 
dom" was  more  than  a  platitude  with  her.  She  found  joy  in 
giving  to  all  causes  of  the  church  and  delighted  in  making  things 
with  her  hands  to  present  to  others.  Her  ministrations  to  un- 
fortunate and  sick  neighbors  remind  us  of  One  who  went  about 
doing  good.  After  an  illness  of  nearly  four  months,  she  died  at 
midnight  of  Christmas  Day.  Surviving  are  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  seventeen  grandchildren,  fifteen  great-grandchildren 
and  one  sister.  One  daughter  died  in  1929. — Mrs.  Ritta  Cook, 
Marion,  Iowa. 

Sloffer,  Cyrus,  son  of  James  and  Margaret  Keplar  Stoffer,  was 
born  near  Deedsville  on  Aug.  17,  1874.  He  was  married  to  Effie 
Grace  Army  on  Dec.  25,  1902.  A  member  of  the  Mexico  church, 
he  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Besides  the 
widow,  there  survive  four  daughters,  two  brothers,  one  sister 
and  four  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Mex- 
ico church  in  charge  of  Bro.  Frank  Fisher,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Walter   Balsbaugh. — Mrs.   Ernest  Fisher,   Mexico,   Ind. 

Smith,  Sister  Susie,  was  one  of  five  who  died  as  a  result  of  the 
most  serious  automobile  accident  that  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
Haxtun  community.  The  accident  occurred  on  Dec.  11,  at  an 
intersection  on  icy  pavements.  A  grandson,  a  granddaughter 
and  a  great-grandson  of  Sister  Smith  were  other  victims  of  the 
tragedy.  One  of  our  faithful  Sunday-school  teachers.  Sister 
Smith  had  been  a  resident  of  Haxtun  for  twenty  years.  She 
was  the  widow  of  Irvin  R.  Smith,  who  died  on  Dec.  8,  1939.  She 
was  born  at  Juniata,  Nebr.,  about  sixty-four  years  ago.  Surviv- 
ing are  two  daughters,  one  son,  four  sisters  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  for  the  four  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Haxtun,  in  charge  of  Bro.  E.  F.  Weaver  and  Rev. 
Clarence  Redding  of  Fleming.— Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun, 
Colo. 

Smith,  Myron  G,  son  of  George  and  Mary  Ann  Smith,  was 
born  in  Williams  County,  Ohio,  on  Feb.  1,  1873,  and  passed  away 
on  Dec.  18,  1940.  On  Jan.  10,  1895,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Jane  Krabill.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children.  A 
few  months  after  their  marriage  they  both  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  lived  a  faithful  life.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  two  sons,  one  brother,  four  sisters  and  two  grand- 
children. The  writer  officiated  at  the  funeral  services.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Farmer  cemetery.— Dewey  Rowe,  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Summers,  William  Henry,  son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  Summers, 
was  born  Dec.  7,  1871,  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind.,  and  departed 
this  life  Dec.  4,  1940.  On  Oct.  14,  1893,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Clara  Hilderbrand,  daughter  of  the  late  Eld.  Jacob  and  Mary 
Hilderbrand.    She  preceded  him  in  death  two  years  ago.    To  this 
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union  were  born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  with  nine- 
teen grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild  survive.  Since 
1883  Bro.  Summers  had  been  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pine 
Creek  church,  ever  faithful  to  his  baptismal  vows.  From  the 
time  he  was  chosen  deacon  until  the  day  of  his  last  sickness  he 
was  much  concerned  that  such  a  high  office  be  held  as  a  sacred 
trust.  He  will  be  greatly  missed.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Pine  Creek  church  with  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre  in  charge,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  John  Stump.  Burial  was  in  the  Fair  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Edith  Rupel,  Walkerton,  Ind. 

Thomas,  Hazel  Edith,  quietly  slipped  away  at  the  Somerset 
community  hospital  on  Sept.  5,  1940,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  after  an  illness  of  six  months.  She  is  survived  by  her 
parents,  three  sisters  and  five  brothers.  In  her  graduating  class 
of  1936  she  was  honored  as  salutatorian.  She  was  baptized  on 
May  20,  1934.  Throughout  her  illness  she  was  very  patient  and 
bore  her  suffering  with  a  smile.  She  was  anointed  by  her  pas- 
tor. Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Beachdale  church 
by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. — A.  Jay  Replogle,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

Van  Dyke,  Christian  S.,  son  of  Archie  and  Esther  Swigart  Van 
Dyke,  was  born  April  13,  1858,  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  and  died 
Dec.  26,  1940,  at  Beatrice,  Nebr.  A  student  in  Juniata  College 
in  its  early  history,  he  spent  most  of  his  active  life  teaching 
school.  Being  quite  successful  in  this  profession,  he  was  one  of 
the  first  American  teachers  sent  to  Porto  Rico  at  the  close  of 
the  Spanish-American  War.  He  joined  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  youth  and  continued  to  hold  membership  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  In  June,  1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma 
J.  Howe.  He  leaves  his  widow,  two  sisters  and  seven  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was 
in  the  Evergreen  cemetery,  Beatrice. — Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmes- 
ville,  Nebr. 

Wallemyer,  Bro.  A.  K.,  husband  of  Lydia  Friend  Waltemyer, 
died  Nov.  12.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Shrewsbury 
Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Nov.  15,  by  Brethren  Obed  Fry  and 
J.  I_.  Myers.  Interment  was  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Shrews- 
bury.    He  was  aged  89  years. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallastown.  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^^ 

California 

Lalon. — Sister  Martha  Shick  was  in  our  community  from  Nov. 
23  to  Dec.  5.  She  conducted  several  public  services  which  were 
much  enjoyed.  Her  burning  desire  for  the  saving  of  souls  was 
an  inspiration  to  all  workers.  The  children  gave  a  Christmas 
program  on  Dec.  22,  and  the  young  people  one  on  the  twenty- 
ninth.  Our  women's  work  served  the  annual  dinner  to  a  large 
crowd  at  the  community  hall  on  Dec.  5.  We  are  planning  a 
watch  party  and  prayer  services  on  New  Year's  Eve.  Our  Sun- 
day-school attendance  has  increased  during  the  past  year. — Erma 
A.  Brabb,  Laton,  Calif.,  Dec.  30. 

Los  Angeles,  Belvedere. — Since  our  last  report  two  have  been 
baptized.  We  were  deeply  moved  when  our  pastor,  J.  E.  Steinour, 
and  wife  had  the  ministerial  board  read  their  resignation  as  pas- 
tors, to  be  effective  at  the  end  of  the  pastoral  year,  Sept.  1.  The 
church  has  been  greatly  blessed  through  this  ministry  of  nineteen 
years  of  service.  At  our  council  meeting  Bro.  Steinour  was  again 
chosen  elder  for  another  year.  On  Oct.  13  Bro.  William  Piatt  was 
guest  preacher.  Our  love  feast  was  observed  on  Oct.  20.  Our 
home-coming  on  Oct.  27  brought  many  friends  together.  Bro. 
N.  E.  Baker  and  Bro.  G.  O.  Stutsman  spoke  in  the  morning  and 
afternoon.  Basket  lunch  was  served  at  noon.  Bro.  Frank  Howell 
with  the  La  Verne  College  quartet  gave  the  service  in  the  eve- 
ning. Pres.  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne  delivered  the  sermon 
on  Oct.  29.  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  addressed  the  Altruistic  Sunday- 
school  class  on  a  recent  evening  on  The  Origin  and  Content  of 
the  Bible.  We  were  given  two  good  Christmas  programs  on  Sun- 
day morning  and  evening,  Dec.  22.  On  the  Friday  preceding, 
Mrs.  Smith's  child  evangelism  classes  held  their  Christmas  exer- 
cises with  good  attendance. — Violetta  Oliver,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
Dec.  27. 

San  Bernardino. — An  interesting  event  occurred  at  the  San 
Bernardino  church  on  Dec.  11.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  was  there  to 
discuss  his  experiences  when  on  duty  in  Spain  and  to  show  us 
pictures  he  had  taken.  As  a  prelude  to  this  meeting  the  ladies' 
aid  was  host  to  the  community  at  a  benefit  supper.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  supper  the  ladies  held  a  small  bazaar.  The  success 
of  this  event  was  very  encouraging.  We  were  pleased  to  have 
at  this  meeting  guests  from  Hemet,  including  Pastor  John  Price 
and  wife.  Dec.  23  marks  the  time  for  our  annual  Christmas 
party.  Everyone  attending  this  party  receives  a  sack  of  Christ- 
mas goodies  as  a  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Ray.  On  Dec.  13  the 
young  people,  with  their  advisers,  attended  a  program  and  made 
a  tour  of  the  Columbia  broadcasting  station  in  Los  Angeles.  The 
executive  committee  of  the  district  young  people's  organization 
gave  the  program  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  15,  after  which  re- 
freshments were  served.  Another  interesting  event  occurred 
when  a  group  of  young  players  from  La  Verne  put  on  a  temper- 
ance play.  A  number  of  things  point  to  a  healthy  development  in 
the  San  Bernardino  church.  Among  these  is  the  fact  that  for 
the  first  time  in  six  years  the  young  people  are  organized  and 
producing  their  own  program.  The  deacons  are  unusually  active 
this  year. — Mrs.  Royal  D.  Glick,  San  Bernardino,  Calif.,  Dec.  21. 


Colorado 

Haxtun. — We  were  glad  to  have  son1  of  our  former  members 
with  us  recently,  Brother  and  Sister  T.  H.  Lilly  of  Denver,  Colo., 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Sherman  Hunt  from  California.  On 
Dec.  20  the  choir  was  pleasantly  entertained  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  G.  Talcott.  After  church  services  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  22  the  choir  went  to  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  W.  L. 
Decker  and  sang  several  Christmas  carols.  Bro.  Decker  has  been 
quite  ill  for  some  time,  returning  recently  from  a  Denver  hos- 
pital. Because  of  unfavorable  weather  and  sickness  our  bazaar 
and  turkey  supper  which  were  held  on  Dec.  14  were  not  as  suc- 
cessful as  we  had  expected.  We  were  glad  to  have  some  of  our 
Sterling  church  friends  worship  with  us  on  Dec.  22,  at  which 
time  our  Sunday-school  Christmas  program  was  rendered.  A 
tragic  automobile  accident  occurred  here  on  Dec.  11,  in  which 
nine  people  were  involved,  resulting  in  five  fatalities. — Mrs.  War- 
ren D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo.,  Dec.  26. 

Illinois 

Oak  Grove. — A  temperance  program  was  given  on  Oct.  20.  Bro. 
J.  E.  Small  of  the  Panther  Creek  church  officiated  at  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  26.  The  young  people's  sectional  meeting  was  held 
at  our  church  on  Oct.  27.  In  the  evening  John  Senger  of  Astoria 
showed  slides  on  The  Book  Goes  Forth,  which  were  enjoyed  by 
all  present.  Eld.  M.  A.  Whisler  presided  at  our  semiannual 
council  meeting  on  Nov.  3.  Bro.  L.  E.  Ogden  was  elected  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  On  Nov.  9  a  father  and  son  banquet 
was  held  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  Bro.  W.  J.  Heisey 
brought  us  a  very  interesting  message  in  the  morning  of  Nov.  10. 
On  Dec.  22  Bro.  Arthur  Whisler  of  Beaverton,  Mich.,  gave  us  a 
fine  Christian  message. — Mrs.  Allie  Kenyon,  Lowpoint,  HI., 
Dec.  27. 

Oakley. — On  Oct.  27  the  annual  Sunday-school  convention  was 
held  at  our  church.  Everyone  present  enjoyed  the  messages  of 
Bro,  W.  W.  Peters  and  the  splendid  singing  by  the  Manchester 
College  quartet.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  very  busy  quilting. 
They  meet  every  Thursday  afternoon  in  the  home  of  one  of  the 
members.  Idabelle  Hood  was  elected  Messenger  agent  to  fill  the 
vacancy  left  by  Bro.  D.  L.  Blickenstaff.  Bro.  BlickenstafT  is 
now  serving  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Waka,  Texas.  The  pri- 
mary department  gave  a  short,  but  interesting  Christmas  pro- 
gram after  Sunday  school  on  Dec.  22. — Idabelle  Hood,  Cerro 
Gordo,  111.,  Dec.  23. 

Indiana 

Elkhart. — On  Nov.  10  we  closed  a  splendid  two  weeks'  meeting 
conducted  by  Bro.  Ray  Shank.  Eighteen  members  were  added  to 
the  church.  We  had  special  music  from  the  junior,  young  peo- 
ple's and  adult  choirs  as  well  as  from  the  ladies'  and  men's 
groups.  Our  Sunday-school  superintendent  is  Bro.  William  Foltz; 
a  very  fine  corps  of  workers  in  all  departments  of  the  school 
serves  with  him.  The  men's  work  chose  Melvin  Miller  president 
for  the  coming  year.  At  the  October  council  meeting  Bro.  H.  F. 
Richards  of  South  Bend  was  selected  elder  for  1941.  The  church 
called  Brother  and  Sister  Melvin  Miller  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Allen  Weldy  to  the  deacon's  office.  During  the  past  summer  the 
church  and  parsonage  exteriors  were  painted.  In  November  the 
men's  work  sponsored  a  father  and  son  banquet.  Over  one  hun- 
dred were  present.  The  attendance  at  the  mother's  study  club 
has  been  fine.  A  pageant,  The  Christmas  Bells,  was  given  on  the 
evening   of  Dec.   22.— L.  J.   Arnold,   Elkhart,   Ind.,   Dec.  26. 

Elkhart  Valley. — Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  conducted  our  instal- 
lation services  on  Oct.  13.  From  Nov.  18  to  Dec.  1  our  revival 
meetings  were  in  progress,  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister 
B.  M.  Rollins.  Mrs.  Rollins  had  charge  of  the  singing.  There 
were  four  received  into  the  church.  On  Dec.  27  we  had  our 
last  quarterly  council  meeting  for  1940. — Mrs.  R.  M.  Stutsman, 
Goshen,   Ind.,   Dec.  30. 

Goshen  City. — The  women's  work  led  the  worship  at  the  Sun- 
day-school hour  during  the  month  of  December.  The  theme 
was  peace.  The  classes  and  other  organizations  of  the  church 
gave  a  number  of  baskets  of  food  to  needy  families  and  fruit 
and  plants  to  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  22 
the  children  gave  their  Christmas  program;  the  young  people 
gave  a  one-act  play  in  the  evening.  The  offering  that  day  for 
world-wide  missions  was  about  $70.  On  Dec.  29  the  chorus  gave 
a  Christmas  cantata.  These  programs  were  all  enjoyed  by  large 
audiences.  The  relief  offering  this  month  was  $36.  A  watch 
night  prayer  meeting,  under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  was 
held  on  New  Year's  Eve.  A  large  number  gathered  to  give  their 
testimony  and  gratitude  for  God's  goodness  during  the  past  year, 
and  to  pray  for  peace  and  a  world-wide  revival  of  Christianity 
in  the  coming  year.  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  have  been 
secured  to  hold  our  meetings  in  October,  1942. — Mrs.  Jesse  Tully, 
Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.   2. 

Lower  Deer  Creek. — At  our  November  council  Bro.  Wm.  Angle 
was  elected  elder,  and  Sisters  Ralph  Replogle  and  Leo  Spitler, 
Messenger  reporters.  Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attend- 
ance has  been  good.  The  ladies'  aid  meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  much  work  has  been  accomplished.  The  men  of 
our  congregation  gathered  at  the  homes  of  three  of  our  members 
and  husked  corn,  getting  $2.50  per  acre  and  netting  around  $100 
to  further  the  work  of  our  church.  On  Dec.  8  we  held  a  special 
evening  service,  ordaining  our  pastor,  Bro.  Clarence  Sink,  to  the 
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eldership.  Bro.  Thomas  Shively,  in  charge  of  the  service,  em- 
phasized the  responsibility  of  each  Christian  in  his  daily  prob- 
lems. Our  Christmas  program  was  inspiring,  consisting  of  a 
brief  children's  program,  a  dialogue,  Christmas  In  a  Cobbler's 
Shop,  and  the  presentation  of  the  white  gift  offerings  of  the  vari- 
ous classes  of  the  Sunday  school. — Mrs.  Ralph  Replogle,  Camden, 
Ind.,  Jan.  2. 

Mexico. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  5  two  letters  were  received; 
Bro.  Harley  Fisher  was  elected  elder.  At  our  Thanksgiving 
service  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  24  Bro.  Kernie  Eikenberry  gave 
the  address.  A  special  offering  was  taken.  Sixty  men  gathered 
recently  in  the  church  basement  for  their  annual  fellowship 
supper.  The  men  prepared  and  served  the  meal.  The  officers 
to  serve  another  year  are  Bro.  Ernest  Keyes,  president;  Bro.  Joe 
Balsbaugh,  vice-president;  Bro.  Tony  Fisher,  secretary-treasurer. 
The  ladies'  aid  prepared  baskets  of  food  for  the  needy  and  shut- 
ins  for  Christmas.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  the  young  people 
and  church  choir  gave  a  beautiful  and  well-rendered  pageant- 
cantata  entitled  Pilgrims  to  Bethlehem. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher, 
Mexico,  Ind.,  Dec.  26. 

Nappanee. — We  are  glad  to  be  back  in  the  church  again  after 
two  months'  absence,  when  we  held  our  services  in  the  high 
school  assembly  room.  The  basement  of  our  church  was  en- 
larged and  modernized  by  installing  a  baptistry  with  dressing 
rooms  attached,  also  a  modern  kitchen,  and  a  forced  air  heating 
plant  with  attached  underground  coal  bin.  The  basement  has 
also  been  decorated.  At  the  rear  of  the  baptistry  a  scene  has 
been  painted  by  Bro.  George  Anglemeyer.  We  are  also  redec- 
orating the  church  auditorium.  Until  this  is  completed  we  are 
holding  services  in  our  newly-completed  basement.  The  attend- 
ance throughout  has  been  very  good.  The  union  Thanksgiving 
service  was  held  in  the  Methodist  church.  We  met  in  church 
council  on  Dec.  12.  Sister  Mildred  Pippen  was  chosen  Messen- 
ger agent  to  fill  the  place  of  Sister  Hattie  Miller,  who  resigned 
because  of  ill-health.  A  number  of  our  members  have  been  ill. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  with  auction  and  rummage  sales. 
A  Christmas  tree,  with  exchanging  of  gifts  and  a  program,  was 
enjoyed  at  the  church  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  19.  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger  of  Manchester  College  will  be  with  us  in  evangelistic 
services  from  Feb.  2  to  18,  and  the  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Feb.  20. — Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Dec.  26. 

North  Webster. — Bro.  R.  H.  Nicodemus  and  wife  of  Sturgis, 
Mich.,  held  splendid  revival  meetings  at  the  church  from  Dec.  1 
to  15.  The  ladies'  aid  distributed  ten  Christmas  baskets  to  the 
ill  and  shut-ins  of  the  community.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  a 
Christmas  program  was  given  at  the  church.  The  children's  de- 
partment made  a  contribution,  and  the  young  people's  class  gave 
a  play  entitled  The  Shining  Window.  Music  was  furnished  by  a 
chorus  of  young  married  people.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to 
get  the  Messenger  in  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  homes  represented 
in  our  church. — Mabel  Morehead,  Leesburg,   Ind.,  Dec.  29. 

North  Winona. — Our  church  observed  home-coming  and  Beth- 
any Sunday  on  Oct.  13.  Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  and  a  group  of  young 
people  from  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  were  our  guests  for  the 
day.  Bro.  Baldwin  gave  us  two  inspiring  messages,  while  the 
young  people  brought  special  music  and  two  very  excellent 
talks.  A  basket  dinner  was  served  at  the  noon  hour.  Bro.  L.  W. 
Shultz  from  North  Manchester  brought  the  morning  message  on 
Nov.  17.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  15  Bro.  John  D.  Metzler  gave 
us  a  very  profitable  message  in  the  interest  of  the  religious  ed- 
ucation project  of  our  state  district.  On  Dec.  22  the  children 
gave  their  Christmas  program  before  the  Sunday-school  hour. 
On  the  evening  of  Dec.  29  the  play  entitled  The  Shining  Window 
was  given.  Bro.  Lloyd  M.  Hoff  from  North  Manchester  filled  the 
pulpit.  We  are  always  glad  for  those  who  respond  with  mes- 
sages in  the  absence  of  our  pastor.  The  work  of  our  aid  society 
is  progressing  under  the  leadership  of  our  new  president,  Mrs. 
Alpheus  Shenbeck.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  spring 
county  Sunday-school  convention,  which  will  be  held  at  our 
church.  We  are  equipping  our  kitchen  with  some  needed  im- 
provements.— Mrs.   Alma   E.    Hanawalt,   Pierceton,   Ind.,   Dec.   30. 

Pine  Creek. — Our  church  has  been  receiving  great  blessings. 
From  Oct.  6  to  20  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre,  conducted  a 
revival,  preaching  the  Word  with  power.  Sister  Bottorf  of  Bliss- 
ville  ably  assisted  in  the  song  service.  Thirteen  were  baptized 
and  one  was  reclaimed.  On  Oct.  19  we  enjoyed  a  rich  experi- 
ence when  more  than  three  hundred  communed.  We  met  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  and  had  a  sermon  by  our  pastor.  On  Nov.  28 
the  Northern  Indiana  women's  rally  was  held  here  with  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Frantz  as  guest  speaker.  A  splendid  program  was  rendered, 
but  full  attendance  was  hindered  by  snowdrifts  and  icy  roads. 
Our  young  people  gave  a  Christmas  program  on  Sunday  evening, 
Dec.  22,  and  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  25  our  pastor  preached  a 
Christmas  sermon.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  active  doing  relief  sewing. 
One  of  the  objects  of  their  recent  acfivities  is  furnishing  a  bed- 
room at  the  Michigan  work  camp.  At  our  regular  quarterly 
council  on  Dec.  13  plans  were  made  to  revise  and  correct  our 
membership  list  and  to  give  each  member  a  copy  of  the  cor- 
rected list.  A  full  program  was  outlined  and  approved  for  the 
year  1941:  On  Jan.  12  a  speaker  representing  the  Anti-Saloon 
League  will  be  with  us.  There  will  be  an  all-day  meeting  on 
Feb.  16  in  the  interest  of  missionary  achievement.  Easter  serv- 
ices will  be  held  from  April  6  to  13,  with  a  cantata  on  Easter 
Sunday   evening.     May   11   will   be   recognized   as   Mother's  Day. 


From  May  26  to  June  6  our  vacation  Bible  school  will  be  in  ses- 
sion with  our  pastor  as  director.  On  July  6  a  children's  day  pro- 
gram will  be  rendered.  From  Sept.  11  to  14  we  will  celebrate  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  building  of  the  Pine  Creek 
church.  Sept.  28  will  be  installation  day,  and  Oct.  5,  rally  day. 
From  Oct.  6  to  19  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  will  conduct  our  revival. 
Oct.  18  will  be  the  date  of  our  love  feast.  Our  total  offerings 
for  the  last  three  months  have  been  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars,  of  which  $163  was  given  for  relief. — Edith  Rupel,  Walker- 
ton,  Ind.,  Dec.  30. 

Pipe  Creek. — Bro.  Edward  Kintner  of  North  Manchester  was 
with  us  at  our  Thanksgiving  and  harvest  meeting,  which  was 
held  on  Nov.  24.  This  was  an  all-day  service,  and  Bro.  Kintner 
gave  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  messages.  Our  council  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Dec.  13.  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively  was  re-elected  elder; 
Bro.  Charles  Young,  trustee;  T.  A.  Hopper,  clerk;  Ralph  Wis- 
singer,  treasurer;  Arvilla  Wissinger,  Messenger  agent.  Four  let- 
ters were  granted  and  three  were  received.  At  the  Christmas 
program  given  on  Dec.  22  an  offering  of  $118  was  received.  Dis- 
tributions from  the  white  gift  offering  were  made  by  the  young 
people's  class.  At  the  close  of  the  services  our  ministers,  Bro. 
T.  A.  Shively  and  wife,  and  Bro.  Milo  Huffman  and  wife,  were 
presented  with  gifts.  The  church  appreciates  their  faithful 
service.  The  aid  society  again  furnished  the  Thanksgiving  din- 
ner for  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home.  A  box  of  clothing  and  com- 
forters was  sent  to  the  Hastings  Street  mission  at  Christmas. 
Two  comforters  and  a  supply  of  towels,  soap  and  wash  cloths 
were  sent  to  the  service  camp  in  Michigan.  An  offering  is  taken 
the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  for  the  peace-relief  fund. — Martha 
O.  Hessong,  Peru,  Ind.,  Dec.  27. 

Plymouth. — At  our  council  on  Sept.  11  we  made  the  following 
elections  and  appointments:  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
Clifford  Fish;  member  of  the  board  of  Christian  education,  Alice 
Garber;  superintendent  of  the  newly-organized  intermediate 
department,  Mrs.  Merton  Snyder.  Our  attendance  has  been  very 
good  this  part  year.  Several  of  our  members  attended  Camp 
Mack  last  summer.  Two  classes  combined  for  several  Sundays 
and  studied  the  peace  problem,  with  the  pastor  as  leader.  Breth- 
ren C.  Ray  Keim  and  H.  F.  Richards  also  gave  talks  on  the  same 
subject.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  spent  a  week  in  our  vicinity  in 
September.  Our  communion  was  held  in  October.  The  annual 
aid  society  day  dinner  and  program  were  held  on  Oct.  4.  We 
closed  a  very  successful  revival  meeting  on  Dec.  1;  sixteen  were 
baptized.  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio,  was  the 
evangelist.  His  work  was  very  much  appreciated.  Our  women's 
work  has  been  going  forward  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Ray 
Welborn;  she  was  re-elected  for  the  coming  year.  Much  sewing 
has  been  done  for  relief.  The  men  gave  $75  for  relief.  Harry 
Rohrer  was  re-elected  president  of  men's  work.  A  large  crowd 
was  present  at  the  church  on  Dec.  26  to  greet  Brother  and  Sister 
G.  G.  Canfield  and  hear  of  their  work  since  leaving  Plymouth. 
Our  church  was  well  represented  at  the  women's  rally  at  the 
Pine  Creek  church.  We  have  lost  by  death  several  of  our  aged 
members.  Bro.  Clyde  Joseph  has  been  re-elected  elder. — Mrs. 
Harry  Rohrer,  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Jan.  1. 

Santa  Fe. — Brother  and  Sister  L.  E.  Ockerman  of  the  Mexico 
church  were  with  us  on  Dec.  1  for  the  harvest  home-coming 
and  Thanksgiving  meeting.  Bro.  Ockerman  brought  us  two  stir- 
ring messages.  An  offering  was  lifted  for  missions.  We  have 
just  closed  a  very  successful  revival  with  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  as  evangelist.  He  preached  sixteen  forceful 
and  inspiring  sermons.  As  a  result  seven  were  added  to  the 
church.  On  Dec.  22  the  baptismal  services  were  held  in  the 
church  in  Peru.  Our  church  has  taken  on  new  zeal  and  strength 
for  the  new  year. — Dossie  Webb  Fewell,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind., 
Dec.  30. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  28  Claud  Chander 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent;  John  Alexandra, 
church  trustee  and  cemetery  trustee.  We  decided  to  hold  com- 
munion on  the  third  Saturday  in  May  -and  the  third  Saturday 
in  September.  On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  gave  a  Christmas 
program;  then  came  the  treats  to  all.  The  work  of  Bro.  C.  H. 
Hoover  and  Bro.  Ora  H.  Zirkle  is  much  appreciated.  Bro.  Hoov- 
er preaches  three  Sundays  per  month  and  Bro.  Zirkle  once  a 
month.  At  the  young  people's  banquet  at  our  church  the  prin- 
cipal speaker  was  Bro.  Fred  Hollingshead  of  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 
On  Sunday  the  Middletown  church  entertained  with  a  basket 
dinner,  when  Bro.  Raymond  Peters  of  Elgin  spoke.  We  appreci- 
ate the  work  of  the  young  people. — Phoebe  E.  Good,  Middletown, 
Ind.,  Dec.  30. 

Iowa 

Indian  Creek. — Pastor  Ralph  W.  Quakenbush  and  wife  repre- 
sented the  church  at  the  district  conference  which  was  held  in 
the  Cedar  Rapids  church  from  Aug.  30  to  Sept.  2.  A  number 
from  the  Indian  Creek  church  attended  the  workers'  conference 
held  in  the  Brooklyn  church.  We  heard  Bro.  Paul  Bowman, 
Jr.,  at  the  Des  Moines  Valley  church.  Recently  a  men's  work 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Fernald  church.  Our  ladies  have  done 
much  toward  the  support  of  the  local  church  during  the  past 
year.  On  Nov.  22  a  service  was  held  in  the  little  church  in 
Maxwell,  honoring  Bro.  C.  Z.  Reitz,  who  was  100  years  old  on 
Nov.  25.  After  a  brief  program  a  large,  beautiful  birthday  cake 
was  cut  by  the  honoree  and  served  to  the  sixty-five  guests.    The 
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members  of  the  Gleaners  class  gave  a  goodly  sum  of  money  for 
the  Christmas  offering,  which  was  collected  by  the  use  of  dime 
cards  through  the  year.  The  Sunday  school  gave  its  Christmas 
progr-am  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22. — Mrs.  R.  W.  Quakenbush, 
Maxwell,  Iowa,  Dec.  24. 

South  Keokuk. — Our  church  was  well  represented  last  sum- 
mer at  our  district  conference  which  was  held  in  the  western 
part  of  the  district.  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Jr.,  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting lecture  in  the  South  Keokuk  church  on  peace  and  the 
need  for  relief  in  the  warring  countries.  An  offering  was  taken 
for  Bro.  Bowman's  expenses  and  peace  and  relief  work.  Bro. 
W.  Earl  Breon  from  McPherson  College  spent  a  day  in  our  com- 
munity last  fall  in  the  interest  of  a  much-needed  men's  dormi- 
tory to  be  built  at  the  college  as  soon  as  sufficient  funds  are 
available.  He  visited  in  a  number  of  our  homes  and  found  a 
ready  response  to  his  work.  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  was  with  us  in  evangelistic  services  the  last 
week  and  a  half  in  November.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  three  serv- 
ices were  held.  Bro.  Rarick  preached  the  Thanksgiving  ser- 
mon, and  a  generous  offering  was  taken  for  home  missions.  A 
basket  dinner  was  served  at  noon.  The  afternoon  service  was  es- 
pecially for  the  children,  and  the  evangelistic  meeting  was  re- 
sumed in  the  evening.  Our  church  folks  found  Bro.  Rarick  par- 
ticularly helpful  through  his  thorough  understanding  of  the  small 
church.  After  the  close  of  the  meetings  four  new  members  were 
baptized  into  the  church.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  Charles 
A.  Albin  and  one  of  his  parishioners  from  Ottumwa  with  us  in 
the  love  feast  service.  In  recent  workers'  conferences  and  coun- 
cil meetings  we  have  been  discussing  the  need  for  pastoral  care 
for  our  church.  Several  of  our  most  interested  workers  feel  the 
need  is  very  great.  Christmas  gifts  of  money  were  made  by  our 
aid  society  to  our  ministers,  Brethren  J.  E.  Smith  and  D.  F. 
Shelly,  and  their  families  in  appreciation  of  their  work. — Enid 
Wonderlich,  Richland,   Iowa,  Jan.  2. 

Kansas 
Burr  Oak. — We  met  in  business  meeting  on  the  afternoon  of 
Dec.  29  after  a  basket  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  the  noon  hour  fol- 
lowing the  regular  morning  services.  In  the  election  of  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  there  were  few  changes.  Pastor  S.  E. 
Thompson  was  chosen  elder;  Dallas  Renner,  Messenger  agent. 
We  are  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  next  summer,  at  which  time 
Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  will  be  the  evangelists.  Our 
church  had  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22.  The  aid  society 
has  been  prevented  from  having  regular  meetings  because  of 
much  snow  and  rain.  The  men  met  in  the  church  yard  on  Dec. 
31  to  saw  wood  for  church  use. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Thompson,  Burr  Oak, 
Kans.,  Jan.  1. 

Independence. — Our  women's  work  includes  the  following  of- 
ficers: Sister  Vivian  Wilson,  president;  Sister  Tres  Boorigie, 
president  of  ladies'  aid;  Sister  Welma  Wadkins,  president  of 
mothers  and  daughters;  Bernice  Bars,  secretary.  On  Oct.  7  the 
men  of  the  church  elected  the  following  officers:  Bro.  Ralph 
Bruce,  president;  Edward  Webber,  vice-president;  John  Webber, 
secretary.  On  promotion  day  fourteen  of  our  Sunday-school  pu- 
pils were  promoted.  It  was  decided  in  our  "Anti-can't"  Sunday- 
school  class  to  hold  a  cottage  prayer  meeting  at  the  home  of  a 
shut-in  member  twice  a  month.  On  Oct.  20  four  young  people 
and  the  writer  and  his  wife  met  at  the  home  of  Sister  W.  H.  Mil- 
ler, who  has  been  bedfast  for  a  year.  On  Oct.  26  a  group  of  men 
representing  the  men's  work  project  sawed  wood  for  the  church 
and  parsonage.  On  Oct.  27  twenty-five  persons  attended  district 
meeting  held  in  the  Fredonia  church.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  girls  gave 
an  interesting  program  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  On 
Nov.  4  thirty  sisters  and  twelve  brethren  partook  of  the  sacra- 
ments of  the  communion.  On  Nov.  16  we  gathered  at  the  home 
of  one  of  our  shut-ins  and  enjoyed  an  hour  in  hymns,  prayer 
and  testimonies.  On  Nov.  17  our  pastor  gave  an  illustrated  ser- 
mon based  on  Judges  6  and  7,  which  was  very  interesting.  On 
Nov.  24  a  special  service  by  the  pastor  and  laymen  on  How  Much 
I  Owe  was  helpful  and  interesting.  On  Dec.  6  the  ladies'  aid  held 
the  annual  chicken  dinner  and  bazaar.  One  hundred  plates  were 
served  and  forty  dollars  received.  On  Dec.  9  at  our  men's  meet- 
ing Pastor  Dalrymple  of  the  Christian  church  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Our  young  people  served  a  pie  supper  at  the  church  on 
Dec.  13.  On  Dec.  17  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  brought  nine  underpriv- 
ileged children  to  the  church  to  give  them  food  and  gifts.  Our 
Christmas  program  was  given  on  Dec.  20.  It  was  an  interesting 
program  and  included  the  filling  of  five  baskets  for  the  needy. 
We  are  trying  to  increase  our  Gospel  Messenger  subscription  list 
to  one  hundred  per  cent  at  the  one  dollar  per  family  rate.— W.  E. 
Burroughs,  Independence,  Kans.,  Dec.  23. 

Pleasant  View. — During  our  series  of  meetings  conducted  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Clinton  I.  Weber,  Bro.  Weber  spoke  at  the 
Castleton  and  Partridge  high  schools.  Ten  Sunday-school  pupils 
were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Sister  Weber's  help 
in  stories,  visitation  and  singing  was  appreciated.  Three  guests 
at  the  Brethren  Home,  Brother  and  Sister  Westfall  and  Sister 
Stevens,  were  anointed,  with  Bro.  Weber  assisting  the  pastor  in 
the  service.  Eighteen  boys  and  girls  of  the  Junior  League,  with 
their  leaders,  sang  for  the  shut-ins  at  the  Home.  Our  com- 
munion was  an  inspiring  occasion,  with  fifty-four  brethren  and 
sisters  taking  part.  The  birth  of  our  Lord  was  duly  celebrated 
on  Dec.  22  with  an  appropriate  musical  program. — Mrs.  Florence 
Barnhart,  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Dec.  23. 


Louisiana 
Roanoke. — At  the  union  Thanksgiving  services  at  the  Roanoke 
Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Nov.  20  a  young  lawyer  of  Welsh,  La., 
gave  the  address.  A  high  point  in  our  church  year  was  the  visit 
of  Bro.  Walter  Kahle.  Bro.  Kahle  gave  six  practical  and  in- 
spiring lectures  on  Christian  Money  Management  from  Nov.  24  to 
28.  Sister  Kahle  gave  the  children  a  story  each  evening.  In 
spite  of  the  bad  weather  there  was  a  good  attendance  each  eve- 
ning. The  church  held  its  quarterly  council  following  a  basket 
dinner  on  Dec.  8.  At  the  close  of  the  Sunday-school  hour  on 
Dec.  22  a  short  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  primary  and 
junior  classes.  A  beautiful  service  was  then  held  in  which  six 
babies  were  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The  Christmas  program  was 
given  that  evening,  consisting  of  Christmas  Scripture  readings, 
a  solo.  Star  of  the  East,  and  congregational  singing  of  Christmas 
hymns.  The  teachers  of  the  primary  and  junior  classes  gave  the 
children  a  Christmas  party.  The  cradle  roll  babies  and  their 
mothers  were  entertained  by  the  cradle  roll  and  nursery  teachers. 
Because  of  so  much  sickness  the  special  Texas  and  Louisiana 
Bible  conference  has  been  postponed.  It  was  to  have  been  held 
in  Falfurrias,  Tex.,  from  Dec.  27  to  29.— Bessie  Minnix,  Roanoke, 
La.,  Dec.  28. 

Michigan 
Florence. — At  the  close  of  our  revival  services  the  communion 
service  was  held  on  Nov.  18,  in  charge  of  the  evangelist,  Bro. 
Theodore  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.  The  church  was  blessed  and 
inspired  by  his  good  sermons.  On  Dec.  5  the  men  did  some 
repair  work  at  the  church.  The  ladies'  aid  met  at  the  same  time 
to  furnish  a  potluck  dinner  and  knot  a  comforter  for  a  recent 
bride.  On  Dec.  15  Bro.  Leo.  S.  Sherck  performed  a  wedding 
ceremony  at  the  close  of  the  morning  services.  On  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-first  the  young  people  went  caroling  for  the  shut- 
ins.  The  young  married  people  added  numbers  to  the  church 
services  on  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  they  gave  a  Christmas  play 
to  a  large  audience.  The  church  plans  to  give  a  Christmas  bas- 
ket to  a  sick  woman  and  her  family. — Mrs.  May  Myers,  Con- 
stantine,  Mich.,  Dec.  23. 

Missouri 
Shelby  County. — At  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  22  Pastor  J.  W.  Gish 
officiated.  Unfavorable  weather  prevented  some  of  the  member- 
ship from  being  present.  The  men's  group  sponsored  a  project 
of  graveling  the  church  drive  this  fall,  all  labor  being  donated  ex- 
cept trucking  of  gravel.  They  also  assisted  in  a  successful  drive 
to  put  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  each  home.  Our  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  given  Dec.  22,  with  a  good  attendance  despite  the  bad 
roads.  Beulah  Miles  and  Sidney  Bear  were  married  in  the 
church  by  the  pastor  on  Christmas  Day.  To  our  knowledge  this 
is  the  first  wedding  performed  in  this  church.  Bro.  Paul  Thomp- 
son of  Conway  Springs,  Kans.,  has  been  secured  as  evangelist 
for  a  meeting  to  begin  the  first  of  September. — Mrs.  Iva  Carney, 
Leonard,   Mo.,   Dec.   26. 

Ohio 
Bellefontaine. — On  Feb.  2  our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  with 
Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  as  the  evangelist.  Dur- 
ing the  autumn  months  members  of  the  congregation  worked  at 
sanding  and  refinishing  the  floors,  a  much-needed  improvement. 
The  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  seasons  were  marked  by  ap- 
propriate programs.  The  women  are  receiving  much  good  from 
the  study  of  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China. — Leo  Lillian  Wise, 
De  Graff,  Ohio,  Jan.  2. 

Black  Swamp.— We  held  the  fall  love  feast  on  Oct.  26  and  27. 
About  125  members  participated  in  the  service.  An  all-day  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Sunday  at  which  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Garner  brought 
the  morning  message  and  Bro.  Wilbur  M.  Bantz  was  the  after- 
noon speaker.  Our  church  was  well  represented  at  the  township 
Sunday-school  convention  held  at  the  Moline  Evangelical  church 
on  Nov.  3.  On  Nov.  7  our  church  was  hostess  for  one  of  the 
missionary  meetings  held  in  this  district.  Our  revival  meetings 
began  on  Nov.  11  and  continued  through  Nov.  22.  Bro.  G.  A. 
Snider  from  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  was  the  evangelist.  Five 
persons  were  baptized  and  much  good  came  from  this  series  of 
meetings.  Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Dec.  5,  with  Bro. 
Bantz  officiating.  A  new  evangelistic  committee  was  elected  to 
serve  during  the  coming  year.  A  beautiful  wedding  was  solemn- 
ized in  the  church  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  20,  when  Sister 
Hazel  Wallace  became  the  bride  of  Bro.  Carl  Weise  of  the  Swan 
Creek  church.  Bro.  Wilbur  M.  Bantz  officiated.  Our  Christmas 
program  was  rendered  by  the  children  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22. 
Sister  Margaret  Garner  and  Merrelle  Lamb  were  in  charge  of 
the  program.  All  of  our  adult  classes  in  the  Sunday  school  sent 
baskets  of  groceries,  clothing  and  toys  to  the  needy  in  this 
community. — Olah  M.  Johnson,  Millbury,  Ohio",  Dec.  23. 

Brookville. — We  observed  family  night  with  Rev.  J.  P.  Hend- 
rix  of  the  United  Brethren  church  as  our  guest  speaker.  The 
men's  work  sponsored  a  father  and  son  banquet  with  Eld.  E.  R. 
Fisher  as  toastmaster  and  Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  as  speaker.  Pastor 
Roy  Teach,  with  the  help  of  Paul  Kinsel,  conducted  services  for 
six  consecutive  Sunday  evenings  instructing  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. On  Sept.  8  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  of  Elgin,  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  legal  advice  to  conscientious  objectors,  gave  the 
address.  Quite  a  number  from  the  adjoining  churches  enjoyed 
this  service  with  us.    In  council  on  Sept.  12  the  following  officers 
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were  elected:  Wilfred  Erbaugh,  superintendent;  Ida  Ullery,  pri- 
mary superintendent;  Paul  Fidler  and  Ruth  Wenter,  members 
of  the  board  of  religious  education;  Thelma  Miller,  church  cor- 
respondent: Russel  Diehl,  Messenger  agent.  On  Sept.  29  the 
installation  services  for  the  Sunday-school  officers  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Teach  in  connection  with  the  morning  services. 
An  evangelistic  meeting  from  Sept.  29  to  Oct.  13  was  conducted 
by  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank.  He  brought  us  inspirational  and  Spirit- 
filled  messages.  Eleven  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism, 
and  one  on  former  baptism.  We  entertained  the  children's 
workers'  conference  with  about  two  hundred  in  attendance.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  20  with  a  large  attendance.  Bro. 
G.  A.  Snider  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  officiated,  with  Bro. 
Lester  Heisey  of  Georgetown  assisting.  During  the  absence  of 
our  pastor,  who  held  two  revival  meetings,  we  had  a  number 
of  guest  speakers  in  our  services.  Sister  Nora  Krutzer  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Dorcas  sewing  circle,  and  Sister  Una  Mote  of  the 
mother  and  daughter  society.  On  Dec.  22  during  the  Sunday- 
school  hour  the  primary,  junior  and  intermediate  departments 
rendered  a  Christmas  program,  which  was  concluded  by  a  white 
gift  service.  We  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Brookville  church  with  a  special  program. — 
Mrs.  Roy  Wogoman,  Brookville,  Ohio,  Dec.  23. 

Casline. — At  the  close  of  an  all-day  meeting  on  Oct.  13  we  en- 
joyed our  annual  communion  service,  with  Bro.  J.  Homer  Bright 
officiating.  We  had  a  good  attendance.  On  Nov.  20  Prices  Creek 
joined  us  in  a  Thanksgiving  service.  We  are  very  glad  to  say 
that  in  the  coming  year  the  Gospel  Messenger  will  go  into  ev- 
ery church  home  of  our  congregation.  The  Christmas  season 
has  been  a  very  joyful  and  helpful  occasion  in  the  life  of  our 
church.  The  primary  department  instead  of  exchanging  gifts 
gave  their  money  to  world-wide  missions.  The  young  people's 
class  gave  a  large  box  of  toys  to  the  children's  home.  The 
Sunday  school  prepared  thirteen  Christmas  baskets  for  the  sick 
and  shut-ins.  The  primary  department  furnished  the  finest  part 
of  the  Christmas  program,  and  the  young  people  gave  a  Christ- 
mas play,  Through  Other  Eyes.  After  the  program  the  young 
people  went  caroling.  Several  of  our  young  people  attended  win- 
ter conference.  Our  services,  including  the  evening  services,  are 
well  attended.  We  are  sincerely  working  for  a  successful  church 
year  during  1941. — Mary  Esther  Fasnacht,  Arcanum,  Ohio,  Dec.  30. 

Covington. — Brother  and  Sister  Harper  S.  Will  and  their  two 
daughters  came  to  us  on  Nov.  3  for  a  series  of  evangelistic  meet- 
ings continuing  over  a  period  of  two  weeks.  He  gave  us  six- 
teen inspiring  sermons.  Mrs.  Will  and  the  daughters  assisted 
with  vocal  selections,  and  Mrs.  Will  with  the  vibraharp.  Mrs. 
Will  also  told  interesting  stories  to  the  children.  Sister  Goldie 
Detrick  of  Laura,  Ohio,  directed  the  song  service.  Seven  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  The  meetings  closed  with  com- 
munion on  Nov.  17,  conducted  by  Bro.  Will,  assisted  by  Bro.  I.  R. 
Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  and  Bro.  Roy  Karns  of  our  congregation. 
A  Prince  of  Peace  contest  was  sponsored  by  the  men's  work 
group  on  Nov.  24,  in  which  five  girls  participated.  Honors  were 
won  by  Pauline  Martin.  She  also  took  first  place  in  the  county 
contest  at  Troy.  The  women's  missionary  society  sponsored  a 
bazaar  and  waffle  supper  on  Nov.  29,  and  a  Christmas  meeting 
and  gift  exchange  on  Dec.  10.  At  this  latter  meeting  our  mission- 
ary sisters  were  revealed  to  us.  Mrs.  G.  L.  Wine  was  present, 
leading  in  devotions  and  reading  Missiongrams.  In  the  absence 
of  a  regular  pastor,  Bro.  Kinsel  has  delivered  many  of  his  in- 
spiring messages.  On  Dec.  22  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  brought  us  a  message  on  The  Unspeakable 
Gift  at  the  morning  service.  In  the  evening  Pilgrims  to  Beth- 
lehem, a  pageant,  directed  by  Mrs.  W.  G.  Fisher,  was  given 
to  a  full  house.  All  departments  of  the  Sunday  school  took 
part,  and  each  presented  a  white  gift.  On  Dec.  29  Bro.  I.  R. 
Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  and  his  son,  George,  were  with  us 
in  the  morning  worship.  The  men's'  work  group  is  planning  a 
father  and  son  banquet  for  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Fred  A.  Wat- 
son,  Covington,    Ohio,   Jan.   2. 

Donnels  Creek. — Peace  in  a  World  at  War  was  the  subject  of  an 
address  given  by  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Trotwood.  This  followed  a 
community  supper  at  which  over  two  hundred  were  present. 
Later  we  had  as  guest  speaker  Miss  Norma  C.  Brown  of  the  Na- 
tional Forum,  who  gave  an  illustrated  lecture,  Alcohol  in  a 
Streamlined  World.  The  October  love  feast  was  well  attended. 
Bro.  J.  H.  Eidemiller  of  New  Carlisle  officiated.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  work  the  aid  society  collected  four  bags  of  used 
clothing  and  one  of  new  clothing  for  relief  work.  Recently  the 
ladies  of  the  church  together  with  guests  from  other  churches 
met  in  an  all-day  aid  meeting.  A  missionary  program  was  given 
in  the  afternoon.  At  the  December  council  an  impressive  serv- 
ice was  conducted  when  Bro.  Rolland  Flory,  Jr.,  was  installed 
into  the  ministry.  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  of  Dayton  was  the  offici- 
ating minister.  Preceding  this  service  the  various  church  offi- 
cers were  elected,  and  the  budget  for  1941  was  approved.  Bro. 
G.  A.  Snider,  field  representative  for  Manchester  College,  was 
a  recent  guest  speaker.  A  play  entitled  The  Christmas  Quest 
was  presented  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  18  following  a  community 
supper.  On  the  Sunday  preceding  Christmas  the  children  were 
made  happy  with  boxes  of  candy.  Their  hearty  response  to  the 
cent-a-meal  bank  was  gratifying. — Mrs.  Edith  Woodard,  New 
Carlisle,  Ohio,  Dec.  28. 

Eagle  Creek. — Our  revival  meetings  closed  on  Dec.  1.  Bro.  J. 
Edson  Ulery  brought  us  inspiring  messages  during  his  two  weeks' 


stay  with  us.  By  a  unanimous  vote  at  the  council  meeting  on 
Dec.  18  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer  is  retained  as  our  elder  and  pastor. 
These  officers  were  elected  for  the  new  year:  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Carroll  McMillen;  missionary  treasurer,  Lee 
Kimmel;  president  of  aid  society,  Mildred  Freed;  superintendent 
of  junior  department,  Telia  Ellerbrock.  On  Dec.  22  the  children 
of  the  junior  department  gave  a  Christmas  program.  A  number 
of  Christmas  baskets  were  given  to  shut-ins.  The  oldest  member 
of  our  church,  Sister  Mary  Bosserman,  passed  away  recently  in 
her  ninety-seventh  year.  The  church  decided  to  redecorate  in 
the  near  future. — Mrs.  Fred  Eberhart,  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Greenville. — We  closed  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  on  Dec.  8. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine,  did  the  preaching.  We  had  a  goodly 
attendance,  with  four  added  to  the  kingdom.  Each  evening  Sis- 
ter Wine  told  the  children  a  Bible  story.  The  offerings  that  were 
received  during  these  meetings  were  used  to  finish  paying  off  the 
mortgage  on  the  parsonage  we  purchased  about  nine  months 
ago.  At  the  noon  hour  on  Dec.  22  we  had  a  basket  dinner  at  the 
church.  At  the  afternoon  service  there  was  a  dedication  of  the 
parsonage  and  burning  of  the  mortgage.  At  the  same  time,  there 
was  open  house  at  the  parsonage,  including  a  pound  shower  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Wine.  In  the  evening  we  had  our  children's 
Christmas  program,  closing  with  a  candlelighting  service  by  the 
juniors.  We  hope  that  some  of  our  group  will  attend  the  young 
people's  winter  conference. — Marlene  Wandle,  Greenville,  Ohio, 
Dec.  28. 

Silver  Creek. — At  our  fall  business  meeting  Bro.  George  Throne 
was  chosen  elder  for  another  year.  Bro.  H.  P.  Garner  and  wife 
were  retained  as  pastors.  On  Nov.  3  Bro.  Ira  Long  and  wife  of 
Middlebury,  Ind.,  came  to  this  congregation  to  hold  two  weeks  of 
evangelistic  services.  Through  Bro.  Long's  earnest  work  and 
spiritual  sermons  the  church  has  been  strengthened.  The  at- 
tendance was  good  throughout  the  meetings.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Nov.  4,  with  Bro.  Long  officiating.  An  impressive 
candlelighting  service  was  held  on  Dec.  29  by  the  young  people 
and  intermediates.  On  prayer  meeting  nights  we  plan  to  meet 
for  a  short  devotional  service  and  then  call  in  homes  of  shut-ins 
and  of  those  who  do  not  attend  services.  Our  aid  society,  meet- 
ing twice  a  month,  has  been  sewing  for  relief  work.  Our  men's 
work  has  been  active  the  past  year  and  is  planning  work  for  the 
new  year. — Mrs.  Ottie  Fisher,  Pioneer,  Ohio,  Dec.  31. 

Pennsylvania 

Ardenheim. — Our  Sunday  school  is  gaining  in  numbers  as  well 
as  interest  under  the  leadership  of  our  efficient  pastor  and  super- 
intendent, Bro.  C.  E.  Cisney.  Since  the  death  of  our  beloved 
Pastor  W.  J.  Swigart  and  his  wife  one  year  ago  Bro.  Cisney  has 
taken  over  the  work  of  the  church,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye 
of  Juniata  College.  Bro.  Swigart  had  been  our  pastor  for  sixty- 
two  years.  During  the  fall  we  had  a  week  of  evangelistic  serv- 
ices conducted  by  Prof.  Paul  Yoder  of  Juniata  College,  at  which 
time  there  were  two  brothers  baptized.  A  brother  and  sister 
rededicated  their  lives  and  joined  the  Ardenheim  church.  We 
have  planned  to  have  a  Christmas  program  on  Sunday  morning, 
Dec.  22.  The  Ardenheim  church  held  a  memorial  service  on 
Nov.  24  in  honor  of  our  late  pastor  and  wife.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Swigart.     It  was  a  very  beautiful  and  impressive  service.     Pres. 

C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College  delivered  the  address,  being  as- 
sisted in  the  service  by  Prof.  Paul  Yoder  and  Bro.  C.  E.  Cisney. 
Bro.  Swigart's  two  sons,  with  their  wives  and  families,  attended 
and  presented  the  Ardenheim  church  with  a  picture  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Swigart. — Mrs.  Lydia  Rupert,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  Dec.  21. 

Conestoga.— On  Nov.  10  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio, 
began  a  series  of  meetings.  He  preached  forceful  sermons  each 
evening  to  an  attentive  audience.  Several  object  lessons  for  the 
children  and  explanatory  talks  on  the  doctrines  of  the  church 
were  given  prior  to  the  sermons.  Five  Sunday-school  pupils  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Our  young  people  have 
been  busy  in  good  service.  A  group  recently  rendered  a  pro- 
gram in  the  Harmonyville  church  on  Peace  Has  Greater  Vic- 
tories Than  War.  Jay  Good  is  president  of  the  group.  We  ap- 
preciated the  visit  of  the  young  people  from  the  Spring  Grove 
congregation  when  they  brought  us  special  music  and  many  good 
thoughts  on  prayer.  On  Dec.  22  our  Sunday  school  gave  an  in- 
teresting Christmas  program,  closing  with  an  effective  candle- 
light service.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Sister 
Mary  Schaeffer,  returned  missionary  from  China. — Minnie  M. 
Myer,  Leola,  Pa.,  Dec.  28. 

East  Fairview. — Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  12,  with  Bro. 

D.  I.  Pepple  officiating.  On  Oct.  26  Paul  Voranoeff,  nationally 
known  young  Russian  evangelist,  gave  his  illustrated  lecture  on 
conditions  in  Russia  today.  Bro.  Henry  King  began  a  series  of 
evangelistic  meetings  on  Oct.  27.  Bro.  King  preached  soul-stir- 
ring sermons.  Eight  were  baptized  and  one  reinstated.  The 
Schuylkill  chorus  rendered  a  very  interesting  and  inspiring  mu- 
sical program  on  Oct.  20.  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  spoke  to  the  young 
people  on  Dec.  12.  The  young  people  and  chorus  of  our  church 
rendered  the  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22. 
Brother  and  Sister  Henry  Hess  have  returned  to  the  Neffsville 
Home  to  be  steward  and  stewardess,  positions  which  they  held 
for  a  number  of  years. — Jerome  H.  Brubaker,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa., 
Dec.  21. 

Green  Tree. — About  forty  attended  the  father  and  son  banquet 
held  on  Nov.  14.   Talks  were  given  by  Bro.  David  K.  Hanawalt  and 
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others,  and  a  sketch  was  given  by  a  few  of  the  boys.  At  the 
quarterly  council  meeting  on  Dec.  3  six  trustees  and  twelve 
ushers  were  elected.  Other  officers  remain  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  Christmas  program  of  the  Sunday  school  was  given  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  the  choir  sang  a  cantata 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ruth  White. — Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Dunmore, 
Oaks,  Pa.,  Dec.  30. 

Midway. — During  September  we  were  glad  to  welcome  two 
young  people  into  the  church  by  baptism.  On  the  evening  of 
Sept.  15  the  student  volunteers  of  Elizabethtown  College  ren- 
dered an  interesting  program.  Bro.  David  Snader  officiated  at 
our  love  feast  on  Oct.  12.  On  Oct.  26  Bro.  Paul  Miller  from 
Adams  County  brought  an  inspirational  message  at  our  morning 
service.  Two  members  have  been  received  by  letter  recently. 
The  men's  work  group  sponsored  a  peace  program  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  10,  when  Bro.  Henry  Bucher  gave  an  address  on 
Problems  of  Peace  We  Must  Face  Today.  The  Thanksgiving  of- 
fering for  the  benefit  of  the  NefTsville  orphanage  amounted  to 
$142.14.  Our  revival  meeting  with  Bro.  F.  S.  Carper  as  evangel- 
ist closed  on  Dec.  8.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  much 
interest  was  manifested.  Bro.  Carper's  sermons  were  forceful. 
Thirteen  accepted  Christ  and  were  baptized.  The  Christmas  of- 
fering for  world-wide  missions  amounted  to  $148.87.  The  young 
people  presented  an  impressive  Christmas  pageant  entitled  The 
Nativity,  under  the  direction  of  Ethel  M.  B.  Wenger. — Nora  L. 
Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Dec.  30. 

Quakerlown. — The  Co-workers  Sunday-school  class  sponsored 
the  gospel  team  from  Allentown  on  Nov.  13.  On  Nov.  16  the 
young  people  from  the  Roxborough  church,  Philadelphia,  had 
full  charge  of  the  service.  A  special  business  meeting  was  called 
on  Nov.  26,  at  which  time  we  decided  to  purchase  a  parsonage. 
The  young  people  of  the  Marathana  Bible  Institute,  Green  Lane, 
had  full  charge  of  the  service  on  Dec.  7.  On  Dec.  8  Brethren 
Trostle  Dick  and  Clayton  Gehman  officiated  at  an  installation 
service  for  our  pastor  and  wife  and  also  a  consecration  service 
for  their  infant  daughter.  On  Dec.  14  Rev.  Clarence  Diden  spoke 
to  us.  The  Christmas  program,  consisting  chiefly  of  pageant 
entitled  The  Holy  Nativity,  was  rendered  by  the  Sunday  school 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22.  At  our  regular  business  meeting  held 
on  Dec.  16  our  church  decided  to  give  part  support  for  our  mis- 
sionaries. Brother  and  Sister  Edward  T.  Angeny,  who  are  serv- 
ing in  China.  Our  young  people  conduct  services  at  the  auction 
sale  building  every  Saturday  night,  at  which  time  gospels  or 
other  books  of  the  Bible  are  handed  out  to  those  who  wish  them. 
Each  Sunday  afternoon  services  are  conducted  at  the  Rock  Hill 
chapel. — Mrs.  Raymond  Bleam,  Coopersburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  26. 


Welsh  Run. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  2  with  a  good 
attendance.  Bro.  Welty  Smith  officiated.  On  Sunday  morning 
following  Bro.  Paul  Miller  and  Bro.  W.  R.  Dettra  preached  to  a 
large  audience.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  services  were  conducted 
by  the  ministers  of  the  church.  An  offering  of  $34.60  was  re- 
ceived for  foreign  missions.  On  Dec.  1  Bro.  Kettering  of  Eliza- 
bethtown College  delivered  the  message.  We  collected  clothing 
for  European  relief  recently.  On  Christmas  Day  services  were 
conducted  by  our  ministers. — John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa., 
Dec.  30. 

South  Carolina 

Mill  Creek. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  24  our  young  people  pre- 
sented a  simple  but  beautiful  and  impressive  program  of  Christ- 
mas carols  and  Scripture  or  the  Christmas  story  as  recorded  by 
Luke  and  Matthew.  Our  offerings  amounted  to  $22.50  for  world- 
wide missions  and  peace-relief  work.  Our  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing for  home  missions  and  peace-relief  amounted  to  $20.  Sev- 
enty-five per  cent  of  our  families  are  subscribing  to  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  church.  Within 
the  last  few  months  our  church  has  installed  electricity.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  six  members  were  added  by  baptism. — Ethel 
Henderson,  Landrom,   S.   C,   Dec.  26. 

Virginia 
Middle  River. — Since  our  last  report  eight  have  been  welcomed 
into  our  church  by  letter  and  seven  by  baptism.  Our  fall  love 
feast  was  well  attended.  Our  training  school  is  becoming  an 
annual  affair.  Two  extra  nights  were  added  this  year  and  the 
group  voted  to  do  the  same  next  year,  making  seven  nights  alto- 
gether. There  was  an  average  attendance  of  at  least  one  hun- 
dred each  night.  The  adults  appreciated  very  much  Bro.  M.  R. 
Wolfe's  class,  the  study  of  the  Books  of  Romans.  A  union 
Thanksgiving  service  was  held  at  our  church  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  Quarterly  council  was  held  on  Nov.  30.  The  ladies'  aid 
met  one  day  this  fall  to  make  garments  for  refugee  children. 
An  automatic  hot  air  furnace,  recently  installed  in  our  church, 
has  proved  very  satisfactory.  Nov.  22  was  observed  as  acre 
day.  At  this  time  donations  of  or  proceeds  from  some  farm 
products  were  given;  also  handwork.  Some  gave  wages  received 
for  certain  hours  or  days  of  work.  The  results  were  worth  a 
great  deal,  not  only  in  a  financial  way,  but  in  fostering  a  spirit 
of  co-operation  and  fellowship.  As  a  climax  to  the  day  a  pro- 
gram was  given  with  Bro.  Paul  Bowman  of  Bridgewater  as  guest 
speaker.  The  young  men  of  draft  age  meet  at  least  once  a  month 
for  instruction  by  their  pastor.  A  cantata-pageant,  The  Christ- 
mas Song  of  the  Ages,  was  presented  on  Dec.  22. — Bessie  H.  Diehl, 
Staunton,  Va.,  Dec.  26. 


IF 

Af&u,  Jt&ue.  j&u&i  Mean  xzMaoiate&  mm£h  Man- 

xdte&tesi  GolUcf&r  Afau  Jaa  aamII  Juzue 

Aosne  sne*H&ue>l  xU  syau  Aead 

MEMORIES  OF  MANCHESTER 

by  Otho  Winger 

JUST  OFF  THE  PRESS  AT  $2.00  PER  COPY 

The  author's  forty-two  years'  relationship  with  Manchester 
College  (thirty  as  President)  establishes  his  right  to  give  us  such 
a  book. 

This  book  will  be  read  with  profit,  not  only  by  former  Man- 
chester College  students,  but  anyone  interested  in  education 
in  our  church. 

Don't  delay— Order  today— Save  disappointment. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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YOUR  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Theme:  "BRETHREN  IN  CHRISTIAN 

SERVICE" 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service  dates  back  to  1723,  when  Elder  Peter  Becker 
on  Christmas  Day  organized  the  small  congregation  of  Brethren  at  German- 
town.  Elder  Becker  faithfully  served  his  people  until  other  faithful  and  able 
leaders  came  forward  to  carry  on  this  great  work  of  Christian  service  to  what 
it  is  today. 

For  A  Fuller  Appreciation  of  the  Splendid  Heritage  We  Have, 

You  Should  Read  the  Life  Stories  of  Some  of 

Our  Earlier  Leaders 


BUILDERS  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OF  THE  BRETHREN 

JOHN  S.  FLORY 

Brief  biographies  of  men  who  played  a  leading  part 
in  founding  and  carrying  on  our  church 60c 

SOME  WHO  LED 

D.  L.  MILLER  &  GALEN  B.  ROYER 

Contains  brief  sketches  of  the  lives  of  more  than 
fifty  brethren  who  were  church  leaders  in  the  past. 
In  addition  there  are  reproductions  of  many  rare 
photographs    25c 

CHRISTOPHER  SOWER  AND  SON 

H.  A.  BRANDT 

The  interesting  story  of  two  pioneers  in  American 
printing.  From  their  press  came  the  first  Bible  printed 
in  America,  the  first  German  newspaper  printed  in  the 
Colonies     75c 

EARLY  DAYS  OF  VYARA,  INDIA 

A.  W.  ROSS 

The  story  of  the  beginning  and  development  of  a 
native  church  in  India,  the  largest  congregation  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Also  a  biography  of  the 
author  who  founded  this  mission    25c 


HISTORY  AND  DOCTRINES  OF  THE 
CHURCH   OF   THE  BRETHREN 

OTHO  WINGER 

The  history  of  the  church  is  traced  from  its  origin  at 
Schwarzenau,  to  the  Becker  Bicentennial  Conference. 
Attention  is  given  to  the  troubled  times  just  preceding 
the  division  of  the  church   $2.00 

SOME   BRETHREN  PATHFINDERS 

I.  H.  MOORE 

The  author  knew  personally  most  of  these  men  and 
tells  his  stories  so  that  facts  read  like  romance  ....  50c 

THE  BOY  AND  MAN 

I.  H.  MOORE 

The  story  of  a  greatly  handicapped  boy  working  his 
way  up  to  manhood.  His  own  story  will  be  an  inspi- 
ration to  all  who  read  it   50c 

MISSIONS  IN  THE  CHURCH  OF 
THE  BRETHREN 

ELGIN  S.  MOYER 

The  latest  and  most  complete  account  of  our  mission 
work.  Interprets  the  movements,  tells  what  the  church 
did  for  missions  and  how  missions  reacted  on  the 
home    church    S1.50 
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Salaam,  O  India  I  India  says  it  with 
flowers.  Nina  Alley  and  Margaret 
Brooks  are  decorating  Miss  Ida  with 
flowers. 


Balaam,  0  9+tdUal  .    . 

My  Farewell  Salaams 

BY  ELIZA  B.  MILLER 

Salaam,  O  India!  It  is  the  year  1900,  forty  years 
ago!  Queen  Victoria  is  on  the  throne  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire  and  is  titled  the  Empress  of  India. 
William  McKinley  is  in  the  White  House  at  Wash- 
ington, the  24th  President  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Lord 
Curzon  is  viceroy  of  India,  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lar to  have  come  to  that  office.  It  is  a  peaceful 
world.  International  relationships  are  unstrained. 
Travelers  are  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth  with- 
out passports,  save  perhaps  in  Turkey,  Afghanis- 
tan and  Tibet.  Missionaries  are  unrestricted  in 
their  activities  in  the  work  to  which  they  have 
been  appointed.  The  India  mission  is  six  years 
old  with  six  active  missionaries,  one  on  furlough 
and  three  just  arrived. 

Salaam,  O  India!  It  is  the  month  of  October  of 
the  same  year.  In  the  wee  hours  of  a  balmy 
morning  the  steamship  China  with  the  regular 
weekly  mail  from  England,  and  her  allotted  quota 
of  passengers,  after  a  three  weeks'  journey,  quiet- 
ly slipped  into  the  Bombay  harbor  and  cast  her 
anchor.     When  the  passengers  awoke  they  real- 
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When  the  little  girls  tucked  flowers 
into  Sister  Ida  Shumaker's  hair  and 
placed  a  big  bouquet  into  her  hand, 
they  were  expressing  their  love  to  an 
Aunty  who  would  soon  be  leaving  In- 
dia. She  had  been  in  India  for  thirty 
years  giving  herself  in  faithful  service. 
During  those  three  decades,  she  treated 
India  with  kindness;  India  treated  her 
kindly.  The  Indian  people  loved  her, 
both  the  grown  people  and  the  little 
people. 

Among  the  missionary  children,  she 
■was  always  a  jolly  friend.  "Miss  Ida 
took  our  picture!"  was  always  a  fre- 
quent happy  exclamation  of  children 
during  mission  conference  time.  All  the 
missionary  children  liked  to  pose  for 
Miss  Ida's  camera!  It  was  a  new  kind 
of  camera,  for  when  behind  the  box 
Miss  Ida's  twinkling  eyes  spied  them, 
out  came  a  handful  of  candy  instead  of 
a  picture! 


ized  that  the  throbbing  heart  of  the  great  ship  had 
ceased  beating  and  that  the  journey  was  ended 
and  the  desired  haven  had  been  reached.  Three 
travelers  happily  gathered  up  their  luggage  and 
boarded  the  launch  ready  to  take  them  with  their 
fellow  passengers  ashore  to  the  new  land  to  which 
they  had  come,  many  of  them  for  the  first  time. 
Was  it  any  wonder  that  there  was  excitement  and 
expectation  ahead? 

All  sort  of  conditions  of  people  had  come  down 
to  meet  the  boat.  There  were  European  residents 
or  visitors  dressed  in  summer  clothes  and  sun  hats 
who  waved  delightedly  to  friends  on  deck.  Some 
of  the  Indians  were  dressed  in  foreign  clothes; 
but  many  were  clad  in  muslin  loin  nether  gar- 
ments, silk  turbans  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colors. 
There  were  India  women  with  the  loose  end  of 
their  saris  across  their  faces  and  flowers  and  gold 
ornaments  in  their  glossy,  black  hair.  Coolies 
were  running  hither  and  thither  with  their  bare 
backs  glistening  with  perspiration. 

A  missionary  colleague  welcomed  the  three  new 
recruits  and  helped  them  through  the  complexi- 
ties of  the  customs,  an  experience  which  every 
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newcomer  must  go  through  on  entering  a  new 
land. 

When  all  was  finished  a  horse  carriage  was  sum- 
moned for  transportation  to  the  Temperance  Hotel 
in  Calaba,  efficiently  managed  by  Mrs.  Briggs,  fam- 
ous in  the  city  for  her  "faith  and  good  works" 
and  an  ardent  preacher  and  advocate  in  the  tem- 
perance cause.  Many  missionaries  and  Christian 
people  frequented  this  hotel  and  remained  for 
longer  or  shorter  periods  of  time  while  residing 
in  the  city  or  going  there  on  shopping  expeditions. 
It  was  a  barnlike  affair  but  airy  and  comfortable. 
Breakfast  was  soon  ready  for  the  landing  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  early  because  of  the  trop- 
ical heat  that  would  weary  and  inconvenience  pas- 
sengers later  in  the  day.  The  long  broad  tables 
were  clean  and  attractive.  They  were  soon  filled 
up  with  old  and  new  guests,  who  refreshed  them- 
selves with  the  good  food.  The  newcomers  got 
their  first  introduction  to  genuine  rice  and  curry 
made  with  the  fresh  ingredients  famous  in  the 
land  of  India.  The  surprise  was  how  much  rice 
each  person  took  with  the  curry  on  top  of  it.  How 
could  they  eat  so  much?  Was  it  not  impolite  to 
take  such  a  big  heap  in  one's  plate?  These  were 
questions  that  flashed  across  the  mind  of  the  new- 
comer. We  were  later  to  find  out  that  a  lot  could 
be  eaten  and  that  it  was  perfectly  proper  to  heap 
it  on  your  plate  and  even  ask  for  more  if  you 
wished  to  have  it.  After  breakfast  came  a  trip  to 
the  bazaar  to  buy  sun  hats  (uncomfortable  things 
in  those  days)  and  to  do  other  necessary  shopping 
before  going  to  the  busy  station  where  people 
were  rushing  about,  jostling  each  other  with  their 
bags  to  get  on  the  train  to  go  up  country. 

The  train  pulled  out  about  one  o'clock,  passing 
through  the  suburbs  of  the  city  and  along  the  in- 
teresting and  beautiful  scenes  of  the  west  coast. 
At  Palghar  all  the  passengers  were  cleared  out  of 
the  train  and  lined  up  for  plague  inspection  for 
that  was  the  day  of  that  dreadful  disease  in  India. 
We  found  out  that  all  trains  stopped  there,  going 
and  coming,  for  medical  inspection.  After  dusk 
Bulsar,  our  first  mission  station,  was  reached.  We 
received  a  joyous  welcome  such  as  only  India  can 
give  with  salaams,  garlands  of  flowers  and  bou- 
quets. They  were  dealt  out  in  a  liberal  fashion. 
After  a  short  drive  or  walk  (for  some  walked  and 
some  rode)  we  were  at  home  with  the  mission 
family  into  which  we  were  admitted  heartily. 
From  then  on  the  real  test  of  being  a  missionary 
began. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  then  for  that  was  long 
ago.  Emperors,  presidents  and  viceroys  have  gone 
and  come  since  then.  Missionaries  also  have  gone 
and  come  since  then.    The  India  mission  was  re- 


cruited by  ninety-nine  missionaries  since  1900,  the 
high  peak  being  in  1921  when  there  were  65  in 
active  service.  There  are  now  forty-five  mis- 
sionaries on  the  field.  Changes  have  come  in  per- 
sonnel and  in  policies.  My  forty  years  of  service 
found  me  for  various  periods  of  time  at  Bulsar, 
Anklesvar,  Jalalpor,  Vali  and  Umalla  in  the  Raj 
Pipla  State,  with  four  trips  to  and  from  the  U.  S. 
A.,  a  trip  to  Australia  with  Bishop  D.  L.  Miller 
and  wife  in  1905,  and  a  trip  to  Mesopotamia  in  1907 
with  the  Long,  Guthrie,  Miller  and  Glick  party. 
Most  of  my  work  has  been  in  the  world  of  girls — 
orphan  girls,  boarding  school  girls,  Christian  and 
non-Christian  girls — in  Christian  and  non-Chris- 
tian homes  in  town  and  in  country.  These  forty 
years  have  been  a  delightful  sojourn  in  the  land 
of  my  choice.  What  would  you  do  if  you  had 
your  life  to  live  over  again,  do  you  ask?  My  an- 
swer is  that  I  would  do  just  what  I  did  forty  years 
ago.    I  would  give  my  life  and  service  to  India. 

Salaam,  O  India!  Land  of  Easter  Sunshine, 
Golden  Sparrow  (mine  of  wealth) ,  Wonderland, 
Pearl  of  the  Orient,  Brightest  Jewel  in  the  British 
Crown,  Star  of  the  East.  To  India,  extending  from 
the  Vale  of  Paradise  (Kashmir)  to  The  Land  of 
Spices  (Ceylon) ,  and  from  the  shores  washed  by 
the  Bay  of  Bengal  on  the  east  to  those  washed  by 
the  Arabian  Sea  on  the  west,  a  fond  and  loving 
farewell.  Salaam,  O  India!  Peace  be  with  you; 
I  am  going  to  leave  you  now. 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 


Salaam — Au  Revoir 

BY    LORITA    SHULL 

Noiselessly  and  unceremoniously  the  sun  slips 
behind  the  hill  overlooking  the  harbor,  casting  the 
gloom  of  dusk  over  the  imposing  front  of  the 
docks.  The  gateway  of  India  stands  before  me, 
beckoning  me  through  its  portals  into  the  vivid, 
Oriental  city  of  Bombay.  But  I  am  not  entering 
India — I  am  leaving  it.  I  am  not  straining  at  the 
stern  for  my  first  glimpse  of  this  foreign  land;  I 
am  facing  toward  the  West  expectant  and  excited, 
thinking  of  another  foreign  land.  I  am  not  greet- 
ing; I  am  saying  good-by  to  the  land  where  I  have 
spent  fourteen  years  of  my  short  life. 

Fourteen  years!  It  is  not  such  a  long  time,  and 
yet  it  was  enough  to  shape  my  life  and  character 
and  to  endow  me  with  thousands  of  living  mem- 
ories. 

I  was  born  in  India.  My  first  sentences  were 
mixtures  of  Marathi  and  English.  My  first  play- 
mates were  little,  naked  Indian  babies.  There- 
fore, my  first  memories  are  a  mirror  of  this  strange 
mixture.  In  these  reflections  I  find  dim  recollec- 
tions of  times  when  I  would  slip  off  my  chair  dur- 
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ing  a  meal,  run  out  to  an  Indian  neighbor's  house 
and  return  triumphantly  carrying  Indian  bread  to 
eat  with  my  American  meal.  Ever  since  I  have 
never  cared  very  much  for  American  bread.  As 
a  growing  child  most  of  my  play  was  an  imitation 
of  the  older  life  about  me  which  consisted  not  of 
playing  house  or  weddings  or  visiting,  but  clean- 
ing rice,  grinding  grain  and  even  collecting  cow 
dung  to  plaster  on  the  floor  as  I  saw  the  Indians 
do.  Along  with  my  Mother  Goose  Rhymes  I 
learned  Indian  ditties  such  as: 

Ye  re  pousct, 
Tula  deta  pisa. 
Pisa  zala  kota, 
Pous  purdle  mota. 

Translated  into  English  that  would  read: 

Come  rain  be  rainy, 
I  will  give  you  money. 
The  money  was  bad, 
The  rain  fell  hard. 

For  me  the  cow  said  hoomah  as  well  as  moo, 
and  the  jackals  yelled  hooky,  and  thus  my  child- 
hood was  enriched  by  traditions  from  both  civi- 
lizations. 

The  scene  of  my  early  childhood,  set  back  in 
tiger-infested  jungles  accessible  in  that  day  only 
by  tedious  journeys  in  a  spring  wagon,  changed  as 
I  grew  older.  During  the  years  at  my  new  home 
at  Vada,  school  was  the  big  issue  and  we  saw  lit- 
tle of  home.  Every  March  we  traveled  1,000  miles 
to  Woodstock  School  situated  in  the  Himalaya 
Mountains.  This  institution  of  400  pupils,  75%  of 
whom  are  missionaries'  children,  drew  children 
from  all  parts  of  India,  Burma,  some  from  Assam 
and  Siam,  and  even  a  few  from  China,  Persia  and 
Singapore.  To  do  justice  to  Woodstock  School 
would  take  a  volume,  for  it  forms  one  of  the  larg- 
est parts  in  the  life  of  any  child  who  attends  it. 
Six  of  the  nine  school  months  spent  in  boarding 
1,000  miles  away  from  our  parents,  taught  us  from 
the  very  beginning  that  ours  was  a  life  of  separa- 
tion. In  December  of  1939  I  graduated  from  Wood- 
stock, after  nine  years  there.  I  know  that  in  this 
splendid  school  I  have  received  the  highest  and 
best  background  I  could  expect  anywhere.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  precious  heritages  that  India  gives 
to  her  missionaries'  children. 

Until  high  school  days  India  was  my  home  and 
J  took  it  for  granted.  It  was  not  until  my  return 
from  America  in  1936  that  I  opened  my  eyes  to 
the  beauty  and  the  life  of  India  which  I  realized 
I  would  some  day  have  to  leave.  It  was  not  until 
then  that  I  seriously  began  to  think  of  my  life  in 
India.  What  does  India  offer  that  we  would  not 
receive  in  America?  As  the  children  of  mission- 
aries we  grew  up  in  a  foreign  land,  knowing  the 


people,  their  customs  and  their  idioms.  We  speak 
the  language  more  fluently  than  do  our  parents. 
At  home  and  at  school  we  receive  excellent  spir- 
itual backgrounds.  Through  contacts  with  people 
of  different  races  and  ideas  our  horizons  are  broad- 
ened and  we  are  spared  race  prejudice.  On  the 
practical  side  we  learn  to  travel  alone,  to  be  in- 

(Continued    on    Page    10) 

India's  Salaam  of  Welcome 

BY  LEONARD  E.  BLICKENSTAFF,  M.  D. 

Coming  to  India  is  coming  home  for  me  because  I 
know  the  people,  the  climate,  the  scenery,  and  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  I  know  the  language.  I  find  that  I  can 
understand  much  better  than  I  can  talk,  but  I  am  fast 
trying  to  remedy  that  condition. 

It  was  indeed  a  thrill  to  see  Bombay  off  in  the  dis- 
tance as  our  ship  slowly  came  into  the  harbor.  It  was 
some  time  before  I  could  make  out  my  parents  on  the 
dock,  but  I  knew  that  they  would  be  there.  Everything 
looked  much  the  same  as  it  did  when  I  left  twelve  years 
before.  There  were  many  buildings  that  were  familiar, 
and  some  not  familiar,  but  the  same  atmosphere  per- 
vades the  country  and  the  people,  and  it  really  seems 
that  I  was  gone  for  a  few  months  only. 

On  a  short  visit  to  Bulsar,  where  we  are  now  located, 
just  before  going  to  the  hills  for  language  study,  we 
were  met  at  the  train  by  missionaries  and  friends  and 
were  given  the  customary  garlands  and  bouquets  by 
the  Indians.  I  was  pleased  to  see  so  many  of  my  play- 
mates of  twelve  years  ago  grown  into  good  members  of 
the  Christian  community. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  India,  my  wife  and  I  went  to 
Landour  for  Gujarati  Language  School.  There  in  com- 
pany with  other  new  missionaries  from  neighboring  mis- 
sions we  started  on  the  language.  My  wife  soon  found 
that  Gujarati  is  a  most  formidable  obstacle  to  be  over- 
come and  my  assurances  that  it  would  gradually  be- 
come easier  were  received  with  considerable  skepticism. 
But  she  is  making  good  progress  and  has  made  many 
acquaintances  among  the  Indians. 

One  thing  was  brought  forcibly  to  my  mind  that  I  had 
known  before,  but  to  which  I  had  not  given  much 
thought  while  in  America,  and  that  is  the  fact  that 
there  are  not  now  as  many  missionaries  here  as  there 
used  to  be  in  India.  The  laborers  for  the  harvest  are  all 
too  few.  We  eagerly  await  the  new  missionaries  who 
are,  we  hope,  on  the  way  to  India  now. 

A  number  of  amusing  incidents  have  happened  to  me 
since  returning  to  India.  The  dhobi  came  to  get  our 
laundry  and  he  added  five  rupees  to  the  usual  charge 
per  month.  When  asked  the  reason  for  the  extra 
amount  he  said  that  now  I  was  a  big  doctor  sahib  and 
therefore  should  have  plenty  of  money.  I  assured  him 
that  such  was  not  the  case  and  he  agreed  to  charge  the 
usual  fee.  Not  five  minutes  after  the  conversation,  I 
met  one  of  the  Indian  Christians  who  greeted  me  with 
"Salaam,  Baba."  "Baba"  is  the  term  used  to  refer  to  a 
small  white  child.  He  had  known  me  since  I  was  seven 
years  old  and  to  him  I  was  still  just  "Baba."  Most  of 
my  old  friends  call  me  that  when  they  see  me,  but  when 
they  come  to  me  to  ask  a  favor  or  for  medicine  they  use 
more  "honorable"  forms  of  address. 

Bulsar,  India. 
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Growth  of  the  Church  in  India 

BY  J.  M.  BLOUGH 

Six  years  after  the  mission  was  established  in 
India  three  small  churches  had  grown  up  around 
the  orphanages  at  Bulsar,  Jalalpor  and  Ankles- 
var.  The  membership  numbered  only  a  few  hun- 
dred at  the  time.  In  the  year  1901  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  India  was  organized  at  Jalalpor  and  Bro. 
Wilbur  Stover  was  sent  as  Standing  Committee 
delegate  to  the  1902  Annual  Conference  which 
was  held  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.  That  district  meet- 
ing also  sent  a  query  to  the  Conference;  it  was 


about  baptizing  and  receiving  into  church  mem- 
bership men  who  have  two  or  more  wives. 

As  other  mission  stations  were  opened  the  num- 
ber of  local  churches  increased.  The  district  meet- 
ing of  1909  appointed  the  India  Mission  Board, 
composed  of  four  Indian  members  and  one  mis- 
sionary. For  more  than  twenty  years  this  board 
carried  on  work  in  the  southern  part  of  Raj  Pipla 
State.  This  project  was  an  encouragement  to  the 
churches  in  the  great  work  of  evangelism.  Later 
as  the  churches  became  more  engaged  in  local 
work  this  project  was  transferred  to  the  Ankles- 
var  church. 
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The  Pictures  on  Page  6.  Left  row:  (1)  Temporary 
living  quarters  at  district  meeting  for  visitors.  Booths 
are  made  of  bamboo  mats.  Cooking  is  going  on 
over  open  fires.  (2)  District  meeting  dining  room. 
Missionaries  also  enjoy  Indian  food.  (3)  Elders  pres- 
ent at  district  meeting.  Right  row:  (1)  District  meet- 
ing held  in  Anklesvar  church.  Bro.  J.  M.  Blough  is 
speaking.  (2)  District  meeting  officers,  1940.  Mod- 
erator, D.  J.  Lichty;  secretary,  Lallubhai  Poonaji 
Tandel.  (3)  Three  laymen  attending  district  meeting. 


After  three  churches  were  established  in 
Marathi  territory  the  Second  District  of  India  was 
organized  in  which  the  Marathi  language  was 
used.  This  took  place  at  Ahwa  in  the  Dangs  in 
the  year  1919.  In  the  First  District  the  Gujarati 
language  is  used  and  this  our  Marathi  members 
did  not  understand,  hence  the  new  district  became 
a  necessity. 

In  the  Bulsar  church  on  the  18th  of  July,  1926, 
the  first  Indian  elders  were  ordained.  They  were 
Govindji  K.  Satvedi  and  Naranji  V.  Solanki.  This 
was  an  impressive  as  well  as  important  occasion. 
After  the  service  some  one  said,  "Now  we  can 
truthfully  say  that  the  Indian  church  has  been 
established."  What  a  joy  it  was  to  the  missionary 
elders  that  the  responsibility  of  managing  the 
churches  could  now  be  shared  by  Indians  who 
knew  the  people  better.  In  the  First  District  for 
the  last  few  years  the  Indian  elders  have  out- 
numbered the  missionary  elders — there  being  ten 
Indian  elders  at  present. 

A  few  years  ago  the  elders'  meeting  of  the  First 
District  appointed  a  commission  of  three  elders 
whose  duty  it  is  to  visit  the  churches,  give  encour- 
agement and  instruction,  assist  the  presiding 
elders  in  their  duties  and  conduct  any  elections 
and  ordinations  which  may  be  due  in  the  various 
churches.  Discipline  is  the  most  difficult  problem 
in  the  churches,  so  this  commission  is  a  great  help 
to  the  elders  in  providing  uniform  action  and  car* 
rying  out  the  advice  of  the  elders'  meeting. 

In  1913  the  Bible  school  was  started  at  Bulsar 
for  the  training  of  pastors  and  mission  workers. 
For  two  years  it  was  conducted  at  Vyara.  Over 
one  hundred  men  have  already  been  trained. 
Some  women  have  also  taken  the  regular  training 
course.  These  trained  workers  are  the  main- 
stays in  our  various  churches. 

The  principal  subjects  to  receive  the  attention 
of  the  district  meeting  are  evangelism,  Sunday 
schools,  temperance,  education,  conduct  of  life  and 
methods  of  work.  The  whole  Christian  church  in 
India  is  stressing  evangelism  and  rightly  so.  Our 
church  has  set  apart  one  month  in  the  winter  for 
special  evangelism  when  every  member   of  the 


church  is  urged  to  take  some  part  in  this  impor- 
tant service  by  selling  Gospels  and  Christian  lit- 
erature, taking  part  in  meetings  and  especially  in 
witnessing.  The  response  is  good.  Last  year  fifty- 
eight  different  groups  composed  of  886  volunteers 
along  with  mission  workers  visited  228  villages, 
and  preached  the  gospel  to  41,624  people.  They 
sold  twenty-two  New  Testaments,  1,000  Gospels, 
and  over  700  tracts. 

Pray  for  the  church  in  India  as  she  faces  tre- 
mendous opportunities  for  preaching  the  gospel 
and  as  she  aims  to  train  her  members  for  this 
most  needful  task. 

Bulsar,  India. 


The  Indian  Church  in  Action 

BY  LALLUBHAI  P.  TANDEL,  SECRETARY 
Report  of  Second  District  Conference  of  1940 

The  district  meeting  meets  every  year.  This 
was  the  39th  district  meeting,  and  was  held  at 
Anklesvar,  March  25  to  28. 

The  agenda  for  the  meeting  was  published  one 
month  previously.  The  motto  for  this  meeting 
was  the  great  and  beautiful  command  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  "Love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you" 
(John  13:  34,  35).  Throughout  the  meetings  the 
chief  addresses  were  on  true  brotherhood.  Be- 
side this,  there  were  queries  and  recommendations 
from  the  churches  and  some  letters  from  other 
organizations. 

The  speakers  on  the  program  presented  the 
good  and  encouraging  thoughts  on  the  subject. 
Thirteen  elders  were  present,  some  ministers  and 
deacons,  twenty-seven  delegates  from  the  seven- 
teen churches,  and  a  goodly  number  of  lay  mem- 
bers, besides  some  visitors  and  representatives 
from  other  missions.  In  order  to  take  part  in  this 
meeting  some  came  five  miles,  some  twenty-five, 
and  others  even  seventy-five.  Many  came  by 
train,  some  by  oxcart,  others  on  bicycles,  and 
still  others  walked.  In  spite  of  hard  times  some 
even  borrowed  money  in  order  to  be  present. 
Women  came,  men  came,  and  boys  and  girls  came. 
Some  500  or  600  were  present,  and  as  they  met 
one  another  they  rejoiced  together. 

The  sermon  on  the  motto  made  a  very  deep  im- 
pression on  the  audience.  From  the  Bible  inter- 
pretation of  true  brotherhood,  and  from  the  splen- 
did thoughts  of  the  speakers,  it  seemed  to  the  lis- 
teners as  though  they  had  not  been  able  to  show 
true  brotherhood  in  their  lives.  "From  hence- 
forth I  will  live  my  life  in  true  brotherhood" — 
this  resolution  was  made  by  many  right  there  in 
the   meeting.     In   addition   to   the   speeches,  the 

(Continued  on  Page  21) 
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New  Vistas  in  Christian  Co-operation 

BY  C.  G.  SHULL 

The  year  1939  saw  500  persons  baptized  each 
day  into  the  Christian  church  in  India.  Neverthe- 
less, looking  over  a  decade  one  sees  that  the 
growth  in  the  Christian  church  has  not  kept  pace 
with  the  increase  in  India's  population.  Chris- 
tians in  this  land  now  number  only  six  million  in 
a  population  of  over  350,000,000. 

The  Christians  being  baptized  in  India  are  be- 
coming members  of  more  than  150  different  ec- 
clesiastical organizations.  These  organizations 
represent  a  wide  variety  of  Biblical  interpreta- 
tion, of  creed,  of  form  of  government,  and  of 
church  practice.  They  have  come  to  India  from 
the  various  parts  and  schools-of -thought  of  Amer- 
ica, from  almost  every  nation  of  Europe,  and  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  But  varied  as  these 
numerous  bodies  are  bound  to  be,  there  is  one 
common  purpose  uniting  them  all.  Every  one  has 
sent  its  representatives  to  India  in  order  that 
Christ  might  become  the  Lord  and  Master  of  In- 
dia's life. 

These  150  organizations  are  working  in  a  land 
where  idolatry  is  a  vital  force  and  a  living  reality. 
At  the  time  these  lines  are  being  written  one  may 
record  the  fact  that  day-pupils  from  one  section  of 
Palghar  who  attend  our  school  have  been  absent 
several  days  because  of  annual  festivities  con- 
nected with  the  worship  of  their  elephant-headed 
god,  called  Gunpatti.  While  going  through  the 
bazaar  the  last  few  days  I  have  seen  many  of 
these  gods  in  the  homes,  and  others  were  being 
carried  in  procession  along  the  streets.  Yesterday 
and  today,  in  accordance  with  the  age-long  cus- 
tom, these  idols  were  taken  to  a  river  or  lake  and 
drowned.  Tomorrow  our  non-Christian  children 
will  attend  school  again. 

Yes,  India  worships  idols!  And  besides  this  she 
worships  the  cow!  We  have  had  a  good  monsoon 
this  year  and  crops  look  fine.  But  on  three  sides 
of  our  mission  property  at  Palghar  are  large  tracts 
of  grazing  land  where  the  grass  has  been  eaten 
off  so  closely  that  even  now  near  the  end  of  the 
rainy  season  pasture  for  cattle  is  insufficient.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  cow  is  India's  sacred 
animal.  They  dare  not  be  killed  and  so  they 
multiply  beyond  the  resources  of  the  country  to 
support  them.  Thus  it  comes  to  pass  that  per- 
haps the  poorest  and  leanest  cows  in  the  world 
are  found  in  the  land  which  reverences  them 
most. 


What  have  the  above  conditions  to  do  with 
Christian  unity?  Very  much,  indeed.  A  little 
handful  of  six  million  Christians  in  India  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  population  three  times  as  large  as 
that  of  the  United  States  and  three  fourths  of  this 
surrounding  population  (excluding  Mohamme- 
dans from  the  total)  worships  idols  and  the  cow. 
In  such  an  environment  Western  denominational 
barriers  recede  into  the  background  just  as  do  the 
differences  of  a  nation's  political  parties  in  a  time 
of  war.  Facing  the  greatest  crisis  of  her  history, 
England  unites  in  a  coalition  government.  Sim- 
ilarly, in  conflict  with  the  worship  of  idolatry, 
cows  and  demons,  Christian  forces  draw  irresisti- 
bly closer  together.  Under  these  circumstances 
sectarian  differences  within  the  church  seem  of 
minor  consequence. 

The  present  world  crisis  is  strengthening  the 
forces  of  Christian  unity.  Churches  all  over  India 
are  contributing  toward  the  assistance  of  conti- 
nental missions  and  so  has  our  own  Annual  Con- 
ference. We  join  in  full  fellowship  with  the 
Friends  and  Mennonites  in  the  ministry  of  relief 
to  the  suffering  in  Europe.  Nevertheless,  in  some 
areas  of  our  religious  life  we  still  halt  in  our  rec- 
ognition of  the  fact  that  others  also  are  "workers 
together  with  him."  Our  1939  Annual  Conference 
adopted  as  its  slogan,  Brethren  in  Reality,  ar- 
ranged an  admirable  program  of  teaching,  and 
suggested  avenues  for  the  expression  of  this  doc- 
trine. And  yet  this  same  conference  failed  to  ap- 
prove a  plan  providing  for  associate  membership! 
It  would  seem  almost  that  to  witness  real  brother- 
hood in  action  one  must  often  go  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  classroom  walls  and  conference  audito- 
riums! The  Good  Samaritan  gladly  gave  of  his  oiL 
wine,  and  bandages  to  help  the  man  who  fell 
among  thieves,  though  he  might  have  shrunk  from 
worshiping  with  him.  There  have  been  more  than 
one  instance  in  rural  areas  where  Methodists, 
Lutherans,  and  Brethren  have  joined  together  to 
plow  the  fields  and  plant  the  corn  for  a  sick  neigh- 
bor. Here  their  Christian  love  and  brotherhood 
found  a  beautiful  expression.  But  the  communion 
table,  instituted  to  symbolize  and  deepen  these 
doctrines,  finds  them  apart.    Is  Christ  divided? 

Every  missionary  of  the  church  desires  to  be 
loyal  to  his  supporting  group.  When  he  baptizes 
a  Hindu,  Muslim,  or  Sikh,  a  minister  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  would  not  have  an  easy  con- 
science if  he  did  not  administer  the  ordinance  in 
accord  with  the  time-honored  practice  of  the 
church.    But  does  this  mean  that  when  an  Indian 
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Christian  of  another  mission  moves  into  our  area 
that  without  rebaptism  he  is  not  to  be  received 
as  a  Christian  brother?  He  is  known  to  all  his 
Hindu  and  Muslim  acquaintances  as  a  follower  of 
Christ.  What  attitude  will  the  church  take  to- 
ward him?  Will  she  not  welcome  him  into  her 
fellowship?  Since  she  is  the  only  church  in  the 
whole  area  will  she  not  make  available  to  this 
brother  every  means  of  grace  which  she  offers? 
And  will  not  the  church  solicit  the  help  of  this 
brother  in  the  great  evangelistic  task  before  her? 
In  Luke  9:  49,  50  we  read,  "John  answered  and 
said,  Master,  we  saw  one  casting  out  demons  in 
thy  name  and  we  forbade  him  because  he  fol- 
lowed not  with  us.  But  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
Forbid  him  not,  for  he  that  is  not  against  you  is 
for  you." 

The  glory  of  denominationalism  has  been  the 
depth  of  its  convictions.  Its  failure  has  been  in- 
ability to  measure  up  to  the  breadth  and  tolerant 
love  of  Jesus. 

"For  the  love  of  God  is  broader 
Than  the  measure  of  man's  mind; 

And  the  heart  of  the  Eternal 
Is  most  wonderfully  kind." 

All  too  often  we  have  barred  from  our  fellowship 
those  of  vital  Christian  experience  whom  God  has 
honored.  A  world  at  war  and  missions  in  distress 
summon  us  to  scale  new  heights  in  the  cause  of 
Christian  unity. 

Palghar,  India. 


Types  of  United  Effort 

BY  EARL  M.  ZIGLER 

The  futility  of  any  one  person  or  any  single 
group  of  persons  trying  to  go  its  bwn  way  and 
selfishly  following  its  own  desires  is  well  under- 
stood in  this  modern  world  of  ours.  That  prin- 
ciple holds  good  in  Christian  mission  work  as  well 
as  anywhere.  If  it  would  not  be  entirely  futile 
for  any  one  mission  or  denominational  church  to 
go  its  own  way  and  refuse  to  co-operate  with  oth- 
ers, yet  it  would  be  foolish  to  try  to  do  so.  In  so 
many  ways  it  would  be  a  waste  of  money,  time 
and  effort,  as  well  as  loss  of  the  value  of  experi- 
ence gained  by  others,  if  certain  co-operative  en- 
terprises were  not  carried  on  among  Christian 
bodies  in  India.  I'll  mention  just  a  few  of  these 
enterprises  as  they  now  exist. 

Publishing 

There  are  five  co-operating  missions  working  in 
the  Gujarati  language  area.  One  can  readily  see 
the  value  of  co-operation  in  the  production  of  lit- 
erature needed  by  these  groups,  and  that  is  what 


is  being  done.  We  have  a  hymnbook  worked  out 
by  a  joint  committee  which  is  a  credit  to  all  and 
used  by  all.  The  Gujarat  Book  and  Tract  Society 
publishes  many  booklets,  Bibles,  Testaments  and 
such  materials.  All  church  groups  give  to  its  sup- 
port. The  India  Sunday  School  Union  furnishes 
standard  Sunday-school  literature  which  each  lan- 
guage area  can  use  by  translating  and  printing. 
Just  imagine  each  group  doing  all  these  things  for 
itself! 

Educational  Efforts 

When  new  missionaries  come  to  the  field  the 
Gujarati  and  Marathi  language  schools  provide 
for  language  study  and  examinations  for  all  the 
missions  in  the  area.  The  same  is  true  for  lan- 
guage study  within  other  language  areas  of  India. 
For  missionary  children  to  receive  education  in 
their  own  mother  tongue  we  have  the  co-operative 
Woodstock  School. 

Colleges  and  seminaries  carry  very  high  over- 
head expenses  and  not  all  churches  can  afford  ade- 
quate institutions  for  the  training  of  leadership. 
Therefore  there  are  many  students  from  one  mis- 
sion area  going  to  another  for  training.  At  pres- 
ent a  Union  Theological  Seminary  for  the  Gujarati 
area  is  in  the  process  of  development.  There  are 
other  such  institutions  already  functioning  in  oth- 
er parts  of  India. 

Administrative 

The  Inter-Mission  Business  Office  in  Bombay 
does  a  very  big  business  in  money  exchanges  and 
cares  for  many  of  the  financial  transactions  for  a 
number  of  mission  groups. 

Another  very  important  agency  is  the  National 
Christian  Council  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon. 
This  is  composed  of  representatives  from  the  re- 
gional organizations,  which  in  turn  are  made  up  of 
representatives  from  the  various  co-operating 
missions  and  churches,  and  is  supported  by  them. 
It  has  its  committees  on  evangelism,  literature, 
rural  reconstruction,  education  and  comity.  These 
give  invaluable  information  obtained  from  sur- 
veys, interchange  of  experience  and  such  things. 
A  practical  illustration  of  a  part  of  the  work  of 
this  organization  is  found  in  the  new  Christian 
marriage  act  it  is  now  preparing  to  present  to  gov- 
ernment. There  are  many  such  things  that  all 
missions  co-operating  together  can  accomplish 
which  would  be  impossible  otherwise. 

Inter-Church  Fellowship 

Another  attempt  at  co-operative  effort  and  in- 
terchange of  fellowship  worthy  of  note  is  the 
Gujarat  Christian  Sammelan.  This  is  an  organiza- 
tion composed  of  and  controlled  entirely  by  In- 
dian Christians.     Its  annual  meeting  is  held  in 
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turn  in  the  different  church  areas — one  time  in  the 
Brethren,  then  in  the  Methodist,  then  in  the  Irish 
Presbyterian,  etc.  In  addition  to  the  mutual  prob- 
lems they  attempt  to  solve,  they  also  hold  a  com- 
munion service  together.  This  is  conducted  in  the 
manner  that  the  church  in  whose  area  they  have 
met  observe  it.  This  is  certainly  an  attempt  to 
enjoy  the  fellowship  of  believers  in  our  Lord  in  a 
broader  way  and  by  minimizing  the  things  of  les- 
ser value. 

This  is  by  no  means  an  exhaustive  list  of  ways 
in  which  Christians  of  India  are  working  together. 
Many  things  of  other  language  areas  are  being 
done  with  which  I  am  not  very  familiar.  But  to 
me  these  things  are  some  illustrations  of  still 
greater  things  that  should  and  can  be  done. 

Need  for  Still  Closer  Fellowship 

Because  of  the  present  European  war  the  Ger- 
man and  the  Scandinavian  mission  work  has  suf- 
fered tremendously.  Personnel  is  limited  and  sup- 
port entirely  cut  off.  They  have  been  stranded. 
Some  of  the  American  and  British  missions  have 
done  nobly  in  relief  work  among  them,  but  they 
are  in  need  of  greater  assistance.  Also  as  certain 
strong  organized  resistance  to  Christianity  by 
Hindu  groups  is  more  and  more  brought  against 
our  work — in  many  places  by  persecution  and 
through  forceful  attempts  at  extermination  or  by 
underhand  means  for  undermining  our  work — we 
are  by  sheer  force  of  circumstances  made  to  come 
closer  together.  Closer  co-operation  becomes  a 
necessity.  It  is  always  true  that  times  of  distress, 
calamity,  hardship  and  persecution  bring  us  to- 
gether and  bind  us  by  the  bonds  of  fellowship  and 
co-operation. 

The  apostle  Paul  was  not  writing  words  of  idle 
chatter  when  he  wrote  to  the  Corinthian  church: 
"We  are  workers  together  with  God"  (2  Cor.  6: 
1).  He  was  trying  to  get  them  to  see  over  their 
divisions  to  a  higher  and  nobler  fellowship  in 
Christ.  That  statement  implies  two  things:  First, 
if  we  are  working  with  God,  it  means  that  our 
purposes  are  in  accord  with  his  holy  and  right- 
eous purposes,  our  wills  are  his  will  and  our  ef- 
forts are  consciously  being  exerted  accordingly. 
Second,  it  implies  that  God  is  working.  We  are 
not  working  alone,  but  he  is  working  in  and 
through  and  with  and  for  us.  His  strength,  wis- 
dom, insight  and  love  become  ours.  He  works 
through  us  to  achieve  his  purposes.  As  we  live 
in  such  a  consciousness  it  brings  us  closer  together 
in  our  work  and  helps  us  overlook  the  small  and 
petty  things  as  we  pool  our  resources  that  his 
kingdom  may  come  and  his  will  be  done  on  earth. 
Maybe  it  is  because  we  lose  such  a  consciousness 
and  such  a  vision  of  our  task  that  God  permits 


troubles   and  persecutions  to  come  in  order  to 
bring  us  to  his  way  of  life.    Let  us  pray  that  all 
Christian  forces  get  this  vision  in  order  that  we 
may  truly  work  together — with  Christ. 
Bulsar,  India. 


Salaam — Au  Revoir 

(Continued  From  Page  S) 

dependent  of  our  parents,  and  amusing  but  true, 
to  write  interesting  letters. 

But  India's  contributions  are  not  all  for  the  best. 
Some  of  the  disadvantages  cause  a  missionary's 
child  severe  readjustments  when  he  or  she  re- 
turns to  America.  Perhaps  the  most  outstanding 
of  these  is  lack  of  experience  along  home  eco- 
nomics lines.  Cooking  and  housekeeping  do  not 
enter  into  our  lives,  especially  while  in  boarding 
school.  The  India  kitchen  has  no  sinks,  but  it  does 
have  smoky  stoves,  handleless  brooms  and  numer- 
ous other  inconveniences  which  soon  discourage 
an  enthusiast  who  endeavors  to  develop  the  cul- 
inary art. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  famous  aspects  of  In- 
dia: the  elephants  and  tigers,  the  rajahs  and  pau- 
pers, the  intermingling  of  race,  religion  and 
speech.  I  have  omitted  mention  of  her  beauties 
which  draw  tourists  from  the  world  over.  I  have 
said  nothing  of  her  gorgeous  temples,  palm  strewn 
plains,  eternal  snows  and  buildings  like  the  Taj 
Mahal  which  awe  the  world.  Of  these  you  have 
heard  enough  already  and  it  is,  after  all,  not  these 
things  which  we  will  remember  as  much  as  the 
common,  everyday  India  which  we  saw  all  about 
us:  full  moon  on  the  Western  Ghats,  palms  that 
border  the  foaming  sea,  mud  huts  huddled  under 
a  mango  tree,  the  blazing  sun  with  its  scorching 
heat,  jolting  along  at  the  terrific  speed  of  two 
miles  an  hour  in  an  oxcart,  spicy  India  curries, 
cartloads  of  bamboos  silhouetted  against  the  set- 
ting sun,  rice  fields  brown  and  sere  or  fresh  and 
green,  leafless  teak  forests,  arches  of  bamboos.  We 
will  remember  the  sounds:  the  swishing  of  bam- 
boo leaves  like  a  shower,  the  melancholy  solo  of 
a  man  in  his  hut,  the  pulse  of  beating  rain,  the 
soothing  roar  of  the  sea,  the  thin,  weird  notes  of 
the  shepherd's  pipe  and  the  mournful  howl  of  the 
jackal — all  these  are  but  memories  now. 

The  last  farewells  are  said,  the  gangplank  is 
raised  and  the  mighty  steamer  begins  to  move. 
The  shouts  die  down  and  the  city  of  Bombay  be- 
gins to  blur  in  the  distance  and  we  strain  for  the 
last  glimpse  of  this  land  we  love.  Farewell. 
Salaam,  O  India,  not  a  foreign  land  to  me,  but 
home! 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 
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Men,  Medicine  and  Missions 

BY  A.  RAYMOND  COTTRELL,  M.  D. 

A  poor,  illiterate  man  came  to  the  Bulsar  Mis- 
sion Dispensary  with  a  letter  from  the  mission 
worker  in  his  village  saying  this  patient  had  ting- 
ling pains  all  over  his  body,  and  that  often  and 
often  he  had  attacks  of  trembling.  The  man  be- 
lieved his  troubles  were  caused  by  a  witch.  The 
mission  worker  told  him  they  were  not  caused  by 
a  witch,  and  advised  him  to  attend  the  mission 
church  services  and  get  medicine  from  the  mis- 
sion hospital  which  would  surely  benefit  him. 

The  man  was  found  to  have  high  blood  pressure 
which  caused  the  tingling,  and  an  attack  of  ma- 
laria was  bringing  on  chills  which  made  him 
tremble  every  few  days.  Treatment  did  give  re- 
lief and  now  he  is  convinced  that  good  medicine 
is  more  powerful  than  a  witch.  Also  he  is  a  will- 
ing listener  to  Christian  teaching.  This  is  a  sim- 
ple example  of  the  evangelist  and  the  doctor  work- 
ing together. 

Recently  we  received  the  final  payment  on  a 
bill  two  years  old.  A  village  farmer  was  nearly 
dead  when  brought  with  influenzal  pneumonia. 
Weeks  of  treatment  ended  in  recovery.  Though 
we  charged  less  than  cost  yet  he  was  able  to  pay 
only  a  part  of  the  bill  then,  but  promised  to  pay 
it  all  if  given  time.  During  the  months  many  pa- 
tients were  brought  by  him.  One  afternoon  he 
brought  a  boy  very  ill  with  typhoid.  Many  miles 
of  travel  in  an  oxcart  over  rough  village  roads 
had  done  the  patient  no  good.  We  asked  why  he 
had  brought  such  a  sick  boy  so  far,  why  not  have 
him  treated  by  the  local  physician.  The  reply 
was,  "Local  doctor  no  good  medicine.  When  I 
was  sick  in  your  hospital  I  often  heard  about  God. 
Bring  this  boy  to  you  he  will  get  well."    He  did. 

A  woman  came  with  much  of  her  body  covered 
with  a  scaly  eruption  and  so  much  eye  trouble 
that  she  could  scarcely  recognize  people  across 
the  room.  Six  weeks  of  treatment  brought  relief 
and  she  could  then  recognize  people  several  hun- 
dred feet  away.  We  fear  she  will  relapse  soon 
after  leaving  the  hospital.  Why?  Family  income 
is  so  small  it  will  be  impossible  to  buy  the  milk 
and  vegetables  needed  to  keep  well.  Thousands 
in  this  land  are  in  such  an  economic  condition 
they  can  scarcely  be  said  to  live — they  merely 
exist. 

A  Christian  woman  was  very  sick  with  menin- 
gitis. In  thanksgiving  for  her  recovery  the  fam- 
ily sent  rupees  twenty-five  ($8)  as  a  "praise  offer- 
ing to  God  for  such  a  place  as  a  mission  hospital." 

A  student  was  found  to  have  advanced  tuber- 
culosis. He  was  not  well  enough  to  continue  his 
studies,  also  not  well  enough  to  work  long  if  he 


returned  to  his  village.  He  was  too  sick  to  work 
and  if  he  did  not  work  the  next  month  his  fam- 
ily would  have  nothing  to  eat.  In  a  year  we  see 
hundreds  of  patients  very  much  like  this  one. 
With  such  as  this  it  will  be  impossible  for  them 
to  carry  out  instructions  for  any  treatment  which 
could  be  expected  to  effect  a  cure.  Their  phys- 
ical outlook  is  almost  hopeless  but  we  can  point 
them  to  the  hope  of  a  future  life  where  there  will 
be  no  more  poverty  nor  pain. 

A  call  came  to  visit  a  patient  sick  for  two 
months.  He  had  suffered  much,  partly  from  the 
disease  and  partly  from  ill-advised  treatment.  His 
request  for  admission  to  the  hospital  was  at  first 
refused  as  he  was  so  near  death.  Two  days  after 
being  admitted  and  beginning  treatment  we  found 
his  room  filled  with  relatives  have  a  meeting. 
Asked  what  was  going  on  they  said  a  very  famous 
bhagat  (Hindu  religious  man),  was  doing  some 
ceremonies  to  cure  the  patient.  Having  the  cere- 
monies stopped  it  was  explained  to  all  that  pa- 
tients were  welcome  to  have  visitors  but  that  un- 
der no  circumstances  could  we  permit  ceremonies 
of  this  nature  in  the  mission  hospital.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  ours  was  a  Christian  hospital.  Our 
Christian  principles  and  their  Hindu  ceremonies 
would  not  mix.  If  they  wished  their  bhagat's 
services,  then  the  patient  must  be  removed.  They 
were  profuse  and  sincere  in  their  apologies.  "No, 
no,"  they  said,  "do  not  make  us  leave.  We  want 
to  stay  here  and  take  your  treatment." 

The  patient  had  been  kept  on  almost  a  starva- 
tion diet  for  weeks.  Put  on  as  liberal  a  diet  as 
he  could  take,  his  rapid  recovery  was  the  envy  of 
several  poor  patients  in  near-by  rooms.  One  of 
them  asked  why  we  could  not  make  him  gain  like 
that  man  did.  We  explained  that  it  was  largely  a 
matter  of  food;  that  if  he  ate  as  the  other  man  did 
then  he  would  gain  likewise.  "Sir,"  he  said,  "a 
poor  man  like  me  is  not  able  even  to  look  at  food 
like  he  has,  let  alone  afford  to  eat  it."  In  two 
months  there  was  a  gain  of  forty  pounds.  He  is  a 
railway  employee  and  many  railway  people  speak 
to  us  of  his  recovery.  "Just  as  if  raised  from  the 
dead,"  they  say.  He  is  a  walking  advertisement 
for  the  mission  hospital. 

An  occasional  word  of  praise  is  pleasing  to  all 
but  to  be  praised  of  men  is  not  what  we  are  here 
for.  We  are  here  in  obedience  to  a  heavenly  call- 
ing, to  minister  to  the  sick  and  to  witness  to  the 
things  of  God.  We  are  here  to  do  as  much  good  as 
we  can,  for  as  many  as  we  can,  with  the  means 
and  facilities  available.  Meanwhile  we  desire 
above  all  that  many  may  be  brought  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  Christ  as  their  Savior. 

Mission  Hospital,  Bulsar,  India. 
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Emphases  in  Training  for  Service 

BY  D.  J.  LICHTY 

In  India  about  90%  of  the  population  is  rural. 
There  are  less  than  forty  towns  in  the  whole 
country  which  deserve  to  be  called  cities,  while 
the  villages  number  700,000.  Before  the  advent  of 
modern  civilization  the  villages  were  largely  self- 
contained  and  independent  of  the  cities.  At  the 
present  time,  however,  the  cities  with  their  great- 
er commercial,  educational  and  cultural  facilities 
tend  to  dominate  the  rural  sections  and  to  absorb 
from  them  their  best  brains  and  brawn.  India's 
economic  and  social  problems  are  mostly  rural 
and  they  never  will  be  solved  until  the  village 
people  are  educated  to  co-operate  with  each  other 


to  make  their  labor  and  land  more  productive  and 
to  improve  their  own  living  conditions. 

It  is  a  hopeful  sign  that  Indian  educationalists 
and  statesmen  are  today  aware  of  the  inadequacy 
and  unsuitability  of  the  present  Indian  village 
school  curriculum  which  is  "full  of  books,  dead 
facts,  dates  and  figures,  dry  as  dust  and  which 
have  little  or  no  bearing  on  the  vital  interests  of 
village  life."  In  the  Bombay  Presidency  and  in 
other  provinces  of  the  country,  the  whole  educa- 
tional system  is  being  revised  to  make  it  more 
nearly  harmonize  with  the  needs  of  rural  life. 
Missionary  educational  institutions  were  the  pio- 
neers in  this  needy  field  of  rural  endeavor.  Not- 
able among  them  were  the  Presbyterian  school  at 
Moga  in  the  Punjab  and  our  own  vocational  train- 
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The  Pictures  on  Page  12.  Left  top:  Ground-break- 
ing for  the  new  Vocational  Training  School  building. 
Left"  center:  The  completed  building.  Left  lower: 
Annex  Number  One  with  Rhodes  Memorial  in  rear. 
Lower  center:  Vocational  Training  School  build- 
ings. Right  top:  Vocational  Training  School  boys 
taking  physical  exercises,  Anklesvar.  Right  center: 
First  year  training  class  of  Vocational  Training 
School.  P.  G.  Bhagat  is  headmaster.  Mr.  Shah,  a 
teacher,  is  sitting  in  center  front.  Right  lower  cor- 
ner: The  man  who  hauled  the  gravel  for  the  new 
building. 

ing  school  at  Anklesvar.  These  have  been  and 
continue  to  be  centers  of  experimentation  and  in- 
spiration to  other  educationalists  to  give  the  boys 
and  girls  of  the  villages  a  better  deal  in  educa- 
tion. 

The  Vocational  "Training  School  was  founded  in 
1925  under  the  leadership  of  I.  S.  Long.  I.  W.  Moo- 
maw  followed  with  several  very  acceptable  terms 
of  leadership,  while  P.  G.  Bhagat  has  served  very 
ably  as  headmaster  from  the  very  beginning.  At 
present  there  is  a  staff  of  sixteen  teachers  who 
work  in  full  co-operation  with  the  highest  ideals 
of  rural  education. 

To  facilitate  the  teaching  of  agriculture,  ele- 
mentary science  and  manual  arts,  a  building  was 
erected  in  1924-25  with  funds  provided  by  the 
Student  Volunteers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  America.  The  main  building  was  finished  in 
1928  and  was  made  possible  because  of  the  liber- 
ality of  Bro.  Franklin  Rhodes  of  Adel,  Iowa,  in 
memory  of  his  son  Floyd.  It  provides  room  for 
the  training  school,  most  of  the  practicing  school, 
the  library  and  the  chapel.  Within  the  past  year 
the  educational  department  of  the  government 
has  required  us  to  introduce  the  complete  course 
for  teacher  training.  This  has  entailed  further 
expansion  in  both  the  training  and  practicing  de- 
partments of  the  school.  Again  the  Rhodes  fam- 
ily have  come  to  our  timely  assistance  and  have 
made  it  possible  for  us  to  build  Annex  No.  1  and 
Annex  No.  2  in  connection  with  the  main  Me- 
morial Building. 

There  are  about  seventy-five  acres  of  land  un- 
der cultivation  in  the  school  farm.  Here  the  boys 
of  all  departments  are  taught  improved  methods 
of  agriculture  and  the  dignity  of  labor,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  are  able  to  earn  while  they 
learn.  A  course  in  rural  carpentry  contributes  to 
the  same  end. 

In  the  beginning,  this  kind  of  education  was 
anything  but  popular.  Several  students,  on  learn- 
ing they  would  have  to  do  manual  labor,  took  the 
next  train  home  without  even  leaving  the  railway 
station  to  come  to  the  school.     Others  protested 


that  they  did  not  come  to  work  but  "to  learn." 
Some  feared  the  sun  would  make  their  complex- 
ion a  shade  darker.  The  students  were  all  too 
few  and  most  of  them  came  because  they  had  no 
other  place  to  go.  Today  it  is  quite  different. 
Months  before  the  new  school  year  opens,  the 
school  office  is  flooded  with  applications  for  ad- 
mission, so  much  so  that  entrance  requirements 
have  had  to  be  stiffened  in  order  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  students  to  the  capacity  of  the  school.  The 
present  enrollment  is  182  in  the  practicing  school 
and  forty  in  the  teacher  training  department. 

Most  of  our  students  come  from  the  under- 
privileged rural  classes  who  are  unfortunate 
enough  not  to  have  access  to  a  portion  of  the  good 
earth  to  till.  It  is  noteworthy,  however,  that  the 
kind  of  education  given  in  this  institution  fits  the 
students  to  make  vocational  adjustments  along 
various  other  lines  such  as  school  teaching,  teach- 
ing of  agriculture,  teaching  of  carpentry,  shop- 
keeping,  tailoring,  village  carpentry,  poultry  keep- 
ing, serving  in  the  police,  forestry,  excise  and  lo- 
cal land  departments  of  the  government,  and  also 
in  several  departments  of  the  railway.  Some  have 
to  be  content  with  day  labor.  But  even  among 
this  latter  group  there  is  gone  the  slave  mentality, 
and  a  new  spirit  is  evident.  For  example,  one  of 
our  boys  who  had  recently  obtained  a  third-class 
teacher's  certificate,  but  who  had  failed  to  secure 
a  teacher's  position,  assured  me  in  a  letter  that  he 
was  not  downhearted  nor  was  he  ashamed  to  work 
in  the  fields  for  eight  cents  per  day  until  he  could 
find  something  better  to  do.  A  number  of  our  lads 
on  receiving  third-grade  teachers'  certificates 
were  enterprising  enough  to  start  private  schools 
in  remote  villages  where  there  are  no  government 
schools.  Some  of  them  have  not  only  made  a  liv- 
ing in  this  way  but  have  gained  valuable  experi- 
ence in  teaching  such  as  to  recommend  them  for 
further  training  in  our  teacher  training  class  in 
preparation  for  better  service. 

Altogether,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  teach- 
ers, representing  five  missions  besides  our  own, 
have  been  trained  in  our  institution.  The  Raj  Pip- 
la  State  government  have  been  sending  their 
teachers  to  us  for  training,  the  past  few  years. 
Excepting  the  latter,  nearly  all  of  these  teachers 
are  employed  in  mission  schools.  These  have  gone 
to  their  work  trained  in  the  best  methods  of  teach- 
ing and  with  a  new  spirit  of  service.  Some  of 
them  are  found  in  out-of-the-way  places  where 
others  refuse  to  work.  Often  they  are  working  in 
competition  with  the  liquor  vender,  the  money 
lender  and  other  forces  opposed  to  the  uplift  of 
village  people.  Sometimes  sheer  prejudice  and  con- 

(Continued  on  Page  22) 
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Winter  in  a  Tent 

BY  ANNA  M.   WARSTLER 

A  dream  came  true!  I  had  wanted  to  spend  a 
whole  winter  season  in  one  village  sometime.  The 
sooner  the  better,  for  such  an  experience  would 
be  a  fine  opportunity  to  see  the  life  of  the  people 
over  a  longer  range  of  time  and  to  become  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  everyday  life. 
It  was  hoped  that  this  insight  into  their  ways  of 
thinking  and  living  would  furnish  excellent  ma- 
terials for  some  religious  helps  for  them  which 
would  be  put  in  black  and  white  a  little  later  on. 

So  the  village  of  Limet  was  chosen  for  my  win- 
ter home  for  the  months  from  December  to  March 
last  year.  This  village  was  about  fourteen  miles 
by  train  and  motor  from  Anklesvar,  my  regular 
place  of  abode.  This  made  my  new  home  quite 
accessible  to  the  Central  Station  in  case  of  need. 

I  was  not  alone  in  the  village.  An  Indian  wom- 
an, who  is  now  deceased,  was  with  me  in  my  tent 
home,  while  an  Indian  man  and  his  wife  who 


served  as  handy  "hands"  lived  in  another  tent 
close  by.  All  of  us  together  formed  what  might 
be  called  for  practical  purposes  an  evangelistic 
team.  Our  primary  reason  for  being  in  the  vil- 
lage was  to  proclaim  the  gospel  in  whatever  way 
we  could — through  teaching,  and  public  meetings, 
through  help  in  the  night  school,  in  house  to  house 
visits  and  personal  contacts.  We  were  hoping 
that  by  living  in  a  tent  in  the  midst  of  huts  we 
could  be  a  friend  to  man,  and  indirectly  gain  the 
knowledge  and  experience  we  were  seeking. 

Our  tent  homes  were  situated  in  a  field  which 
was  lying  idle  for  the  time  being.  The  year's  crop 
of  red  peppers  had  been  harvested  and  the  field 
had  been  replowed  awaiting  the  next  season's 
planting.  Close  by  our  dwellings  was  a  pipal  tree. 
This  furnished  shade  for  the  hottest  part  of  the 
winter  days.  (Our  Indian  friends  claimed  that 
this  shade  was  especially  cooling.)  On  three  sides 
about  us  were  typical  village  huts.  To  the  south 
was  an  open  space.    This  really  became  our  back- 
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The  Pictures  on  Page  14.  Left  upper:  The  mis- 
sionary tent  in  a  village  means  happiness  for  the 
village  children.  Left  center:  Back  view  of  tent  in 
Devalpardi  Village.  Left  lower:  A  village  teacher 
leading  prayers  out  in  the  open.  D.  J.  Lichty  is 
seated  beside  him.  Right  upper:  India's  palm- 
strewn  plains.  Right  lower:  A  village  well.  It  is  a 
place  of  interest  and  great  activity.  Note  the  thirsty 
cattle  and  the  women  filling  water  jars  on  the  upper 
level.  Center:  Anna  Warstler's  new  tonga  filled 
with  Miss  Sahebs.  Lillian  Grisso  is  with  Anna  on  the 
front  seat.    The  driver  sits  on  the  vehicle  tongue. 

yard.  Here  we  often  stood  watching  the  setting 
sun  behind  the  distant  palms.  Our  thoughts  some- 
times followed  it,  for  it  was  leaving  us  to  go  to 
you.  There  was  a  river  over  in  this  direction.  It 
could  be  seen  winding  about  through  the  low- 
lands— for  we  were  situated  somewhat  on  a  hill. 
To  it  the  tired  cattle  came  at  night  to  drink.  The 
women  brought  their  laundry  there.  Many  came 
to  bathe.  The  children  found  great  sport  in 
splashing  and  swimming.  It  was  a  busy  place  and 
so  we  were  not  lonely.  Beyond  the  river  were 
fields  of  cotton  and  kaffir  corn.  Here  and  there 
were  banyan  trees.  They  were,  huge  and  their 
shade  attracted  the  village  cattle  when  the  sun 
was  high.  They  lazily  rested  while  the  children 
herding  them  fell  asleep  for  a  while.  All  in  all 
we  considered  ourselves  fortunate  in  our  location. 

Many  interesting  things  happened  during  this 
winter  season.  The  first  was  our  advent  into  the 
village.  We  were  received  as  usual.  The  first  to 
greet  us  were  the  children.  They  came  in  great 
numbers,  standing  about  until  the  tent  had  been 
put  up.  It  became  a  queer-looking  dwelling  to 
them.  They  lingered  for  some  time,  looking  into 
the  tent  through  every  possible  opening.  Why 
were  they  so  interested?  They  realized  that  the 
tent  had  come  for  them  just  as  much  as  for  any- 
one else.  This  group  of  people  of  all  people  gave 
due  consideration  to  the  children.  So  they  were 
anticipating  games,  stories,  interesting  books  for 
reading  and  singing.  During  these  weeks  they 
would  have  lots  of  fun  and  attention. 

The  next  group  to  meet  us  were  the  men.  Most 
of  them  came  toward  evening.  They  took  chairs 
outside  the  tent.  The  thing  uppermost  in  their 
minds  was:  When  will  the  Saheb  come?  Then 
all  the  necessary  explanations  had  to  be  made  to 
account  for  his  absence.  The  men  were  very  con- 
siderate in  accepting  the  disappointment  that 
there  would  be  no  Saheb  in  this  group.  After 
some  conversation  they  left  and  at  different  times 
on  their  way,  to  or  from  their  fields,  they  would 
come  for  brief  chats. 

The  women  were  a  little  slower  in  coming.  The 
Christian  women  had  to  work  long  hours  in  the 


fields  and  so  they  could  not  come  until  late.  The 
other  women — the  Hindus,  the  Rajputs,  the  Kolis 
— naturally  would  not  come  so  freely.  However, 
when  they  did,  then  there  was  no  longer  quiet  or 
privacy  in  the  tent,  for  nothing  was  left  unseen. 
They  went  into  every  corner  handling  and  com- 
menting on  everything  new  to  them,  and  many 
things  which  were  not.  They  were  really  curious 
to  know  what  this  dwelling  was  like.  When  some 
of  them  remarked  thus,  "This  is  a  real  bungalow," 
then  I  realized  that  the  few  simple  furnishings 
which  I  had  considered  necessary,  such  as  an  un- 
painted,  rather  clumsy  table,  a  cupboard  made  out 
of  a  box,  a  one  burner  oil  stove,  several  camp 
chairs,  a  grass  rug  and  a  few  mounted  pictures, 
were  more  things  than  their  simple  standard  of 
living  called  for.  Naturally  they  were  surprised. 
Why  shouldn't  they  have  been?  And  while  I 
could  not  for  the  moment  see  how  I  could  ever  sit 
on  the  floor  with  my  legs  crossed  for  any  length  of 
time,  nor  how  I  could  bend  over  a  fireplace  in  the 
ground  to  do  my  cooking,  or  how  even  a  few  dish- 
es and  utensils  could  be  cared  for  without  a  cup- 
board, a  new  love  and  appreciation  came  to  me 
for  the  simple  philosophy  and  way  of  life  which 
was  found  among  my  new  friends. 

The  women  came  often  during  these  months. 
Mothers  with  their  sick  babies  found  help  for  their 
little  suffering  ones.  Other  women  came  just  to 
chat,  to  sit  in  the  shade  of  the  tent  on  a  warm 
afternoon  between  their  work  hours.  Around  four 
o'clock  their  evening  household  chores  of  filling 
water  jars  and  grinding  grain  for  bread  would  be- 
gin. Sometimes  they  would  say,  "It  seems  good 
to  sit  here."  They  often  told  of  their  family  cares. 
It  seemed  a  relief  to  them  just  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  some  one  about  them.  There  wasn't 
much  that  we  could  say  or  do  as  they  talked. 
Sometimes  we  wondered  if  we  were  really  mak- 
ing the  best  use  of  our  time,  especially  when  they 
sat  so  long.  But  we  recalled  that  Jesus  often  sat 
with  the  people  and  fellowshipped  with  them.  So 
we  felt  better  and  many  times  discovered  excel- 
lent opportunities  for  pointing  people  to  a  kind 
Father. 

Other  women  and  girls  came  for  sewing  and 
Bible  teaching.  Sometimes  we  went  to  their 
homes.  The  girls  liked  to  do  their  gerbas  (ryth- 
mic exercises)  and  we  liked  to  see  them.  So  we 
were  all  happy.  Sometimes  we  would  sit  until 
rather  late  at  night  singing,  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures and  praying.  These  were  blessed  informal 
seasons  of  worship. 

On  different  occasions  we  were  called  out  to 
drink  tea,  especially  in  the  morning.  After  we  had 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  January  26 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ's  Concern  for  the  Lost. 

—Luke  15:  1-10. 

Christian  Workers,  School  of  Missions. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Brethren  in  China. 

Intermediates,  We  Help  to  Build  a  New  China. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Reisterstown  Mission,  Md. 

One  baptized  in  the  Conway  Springs  church,  Kans. 

Two  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  East  Dayton 
church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Fred- 
erick church,  Md. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Walnut  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Ray 
Shank,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Rodney  church,  Mich.,  Bro.  Galen 
Barkdoll,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Allentown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  I.  N. 
H.  Beahm,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  English  River  church,  Iowa,  Bro. 
Homer  Caskey,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  New  Salem  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Wilmer  Petry,  evangelist. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Galen  Lehman,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Poplar  Grove  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Edward  Stump,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  South  Keokuk  church,  Iowa, 
Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  eleven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Calvary  church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Roxbury  church,  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  Bro.  Lewis  H.  Brumbaugh,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Covington  church,  Ohio,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Harper  S.  Will,  evangelists. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Mohler  church,  Springville 
congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  John  L.  Myer,  elder. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  await  the  rite  in  the  Myers- 
ville  church,  Md.,  Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Eman- 
uel church,  Va.,  Bro.  Earl  Bowman,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  and  two  awaiting  baptism  in  the  Yellow 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Chester  Petry,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  North  Mill  Creek  church,  W. 
Va.,  Bro.  Helsley,  evangelist;  Bro.  P.  I.  Garber,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Middle  District  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock,  evangelist;  also  one  baptized  prior 
to  the  meeting. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Everett  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Galen  R.  Blough,  evangelist;  also  four  baptized  prior 
to  the  meetings. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Midway  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  F. 
S.  Carper,  evangelist.  Also  two  baptized  and  two  re- 
ceived by  letter  prior  to  the  meetings. 

Fourteen  baptized,  one  awaiting  the  rite  and  eight 
reconsecrated  in  the  Peters  Creek  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist;  Bro.  Robert  L.  Strickler, 
pastor. 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  Feb.  9-23,  in 
the  Lititz  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  Feb.  9,  in  the 
Fostoria  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Miller  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  Feb.  3,  in  the 
Fruitland  church,  Idaho. 

Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Feb.  2, 
in  the  Nappanee  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  17  to 
March  2,  in  the  West  Eel  River  church,  Ind. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Dr.  Lloyd  Cunningham  of  our  China  mission  will  have 
the  sympathetic  interest  of  our  readers  in  special  meas- 
ure in  view  of  the  death  of  his  mother  in  San  Francisco, 
Jan.  7.     More  particulars  are  promised  us  later. 

Golden  wedding  felicitations  are  hereby  extended  to 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Royer  of  the  Heidelberg 
church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The  date  was  Jan.  10 
and  the  same  day  marked  the  seventy-seventh  birth- 
day anniversary  for  Sister  Royer.  Bro.  Royer  was 
eighty  Oct.  21,  last.    Both  are  said  to  be  in  good  health. 

Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Sr„  newly  appointed  Director 
of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service,  was  chief  counselor 
at  the  staff  meeting  the  other  day.  He  takes  up  this 
work  with  deep  appreciation  of  its  difficulties  and  sig- 
nificance. The  church  is  to  be  congratulated  and  will, 
we  feel  sure,  rally  to  his  leadership  with  her  full  sup- 
port, both  moral  and  material. 

College  presidencies  also  are  subject  to  change  in  this 
unstable  world.  President  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabeth- 
town  has  tendered  his  resignation  and  Dean  A.  C. 
Baugher  has  been  chosen  as  his  successor.  That  Presi- 
dent Otho  Winger  of  Manchester  would  retire  at  the  end 
of  the  present  year  has  been  common  knowledge  for 
some  time.  President  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  McPherson  has 
been  called  to  succeed  him.  His  acceptance,  we  under- 
stand, is  conditioned  on  McPherson's  releasing  him  from 
a  five-year  contract  entered  into  less  than  a  year  ago. 

•  •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Bethany  Summer  School  will  be  in  session  from 
July  21  to  Aug.  15.  Watch  for  a  more  detailed  an- 
nouncement next  week. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  any  books  on  the  de- 
scendants of  Jacob  Hochstetler?  Bro.  Dewey  Slabach, 
Conway,  Kans.,  wishes  to  secure  one.  If  you  can  help 
him,  please  write  him. 

"The  Gospel  Messenger  in  every  Brethren  home"  is 
one  of  the  general  objectives  listed  by  the  District  Board 
of  Christian  Education  in  the  new  Directory  of  South- 
ern Pennsylvania.     Thank  you. 

When  sending  in  old  hymnals  for  credit  on  the  pur- 
chase price  of  the  Revised  Brethren  Hymnal,  please 
send  us  a  letter  informing  us  of  the  exact  number  and 
kind  of  hymnals  being  returned.  Place  your  return  ad- 
dress upon  the  cartons.  Unless  this  is  done  we  cannot 
give  credit. 
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Correction.  Bro.  Walter  S.  Coffman,  pastor  of  the 
Fruitland  church  of  Idaho,  requests  all  concerned  to 
bring  their  Yearbook  up  to  date  by  noting  that  Bro.  S. 
J.  Kenepp  is  now  elder- in-charge  of  the  Fruitland 
church. 

"They  find  it  too  theological,  too  abstract,  not  full 
enough  of  achievement,  of  successes  personal  or  of  the 
church.     And  even  I  who  like  it  very  much  feel  that 

the  articles  of  for  instance,  two  pages  long,  are 

too  long  and  did  not  read  them."  There  are  a  good 
many  Messenger  readers  who  feel  like  this. 

A  music  institute  is  in  progress  at  the  Martinsburg 
church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania  beginning  last  (Friday) 
evening  and  closing  tomorrow  (Sunday)  evening  the 
26th.  Choristers  and  leaders  of  music  from  all  over  the 
district  are  in  attendance  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Alvin  F.  Brightbill  of  Bethany  and  Pastor  Geo.  L.  Det- 
weiler  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Sorry  for  this  late  notice 
but  maybe  you  can  get  some  of  it  yet. 

One  earnest  correspondent  has  "not  been  able  to  es- 
cape pondering  with  sorrow  the  fact  that  some  with 
personal  anchors  through  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  a  background  of  ancestral  affiliation  in  this  his- 
toric peace  group  should  substantially  renounce  bap- 
tismal vows  for  temporal  satisfactions  or  a  profane  al- 
legiance at  a  time  when  great  brotherhoods  without 
such  historic  background  are  proclaiming  the  peace 
principles  of  Jesus  and  commercial  firms  are  according 
such  wide  flung  recognition  to  the  profound  truth  that 
hate  begets  hate  and  that  only  love  divinely  inspired 
can  really  overcome  the  forces  of  evil." 


With  Our  Schools 
McPherson  College 

The  task  of  securing  funds  for  a  new  men's  dormitory 
is  progressing  in  a  satisfactory  way.  About  two  thirds 
of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  erection  of  the  building 
has  been  raised. 

Saturday,  Jan.  11,  the  college  was  host  to  sixty  debate 
teams  from  Kansas  and  adjoining  states.  This  tourna- 
ment is  an  annual  affair  at  McPherson,  and  each  year 
is  growing  in  interest  and  attendance. 

March  28  has  been  selected  as  the  time  for  our  booster 
banquet.  As  yet  a  speaker  for  the  occasion  has  not 
been  secured.  The  booster  banquet  is  looked  forward 
to  as  one  of  the  high  spots  of  each  year. 

March  14  and  15  McPherson  College  is  co-operating 
with  the  North  Central  Association  of  colleges  in  spon- 
soring an  educational  conference  for  teachers  and  school 
administrators.  The  conference  will  be  held  in  the  col- 
lege buildings. 

Life  on  our  campus  has  been  greatly  enriched  by  the 
presence  of  Brother  and  Sister  Desmond  Bittinger  and 
family.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  Bro.  Bittinger  on 
the  faculty,  he  has  responded  most  generously  to  calls 
to  speak  in  churches  and  numerous  other  religious  and 
educational  groups. 

The  college  wishes  to  recognize  the  receipt  of  a  very 
splendid  contribution — an  excellent  170  acre  farm — 
from  a  fine  Christian  gentleman  of  our  state,  not  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  but  one  who 
recognizes  the  worth  of  the  Christian  college  and  its 
contributions  to  our  world. 


The  McPherson  Regional  Conference  will  be  held  Feb. 
23  to  28.  Among  the  names  on  the  program  are  H.  L. 
Hartsough,  Albert  Buckner  Coe,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Raymond 
Peters,  Ruth  Shriver,  Anetta  Mow,  besides  local  talent 
of  no  mean  caliber.     Look  for  more  details  next  week. 

The  Field  Editors:  Amsey  and  Florence  Bollinger 
were  the  field  editors  of  this  1941  India  number  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  During  the  past  year  they  have 
given  much  thought  to  this  issue.  Early  they  enlisted 
the  help  of  their  fellow  missionaries,  and  the  manuscripts 
were  promptly  written  and  handed  in.  Sister  Eliza 
Miller  brought  the  parcel  of  pictures  and  articles  along 
with  her  on  the  President  Garfield  and  so  they  reached 
Elgin  the  first  week  in  December.  The  carbon  copies 
had  come  through  safely  by  mail  even  earlier.  This  all 
shows  excellent  work.     Thanks  to  the  Bollingers. 


■■      -.-      ■,-■;  . 


VVILL 

way 


find 


>ES  YOUR  GIVING 
ELECT  YOUR 


Achievement  Offering  Poster 

A  poster  bearing  the  above  message  is  being  sent  to 
all  Sunday-school  superintendents  for  use  in  calling  at- 
tention to  the  Achievement  Offering,  Feb.  9. 

The  church  has  a  remedy  for  the  world's  troubles.  It 
is  not  copyrighted  or  patented.  We  offer  it  freely.  Love, 
from  God  the  Father,  through  Christ  the  Savior,  is  a 
sure  cure.  We  must  preach,  teach  and  live  the  gospel 
of  love.  You  may  have  a  very  vital  part  in  bearing 
the  message  by  giving  in  the  Achievement  Offering  for 
the  brotherhood  work  as  included  in  the  Conference 
Budget. 

"Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  been  said,  Thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbor,  and  hate  thine  enemy. 

"But  I  say  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them 
that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you,  and  perse- 
cute you"  (Matt.  5:43,  44). 

GENERAL   MISSION   BOARD 
Elgin,  Illinois 
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Winter  in  a  Tent 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 

eaten  a  full  breakfast,  someone  would  appear  at 
the  door  and  say,  "They  are  calling  you."  "Calling 
us  for  what?"  would  be  our  question.  "For  tea," 
would  be  the  reply.  Of  course,  realizing  that  it 
hadn't  been  necessary  from  their  standpoint  to 
give  us  word  beforehand,  we  gladly  accepted  the 
invitation  and  followed  the  one  who  came  to  bid 
us. 

One  day  we  sat  in  the  home  of  a  Christian  who 
had  been  sick.  He  was  telling  us  his  troubles. 
Among  the  things  he  said  was  that  he  didn't  have 
any  peace  of  mind.  We  had  known  the  cause  for 
his  mental  unrest,  and  so  did  not  hesitate  to  re- 
mind him  of  his  sin.  He  had  been  a  Christian  for 
three  years. 

One  night  we  were  awakened  by  screams  and 
very  harsh  talking.  One  of  our  neighbors  (not  a 
Christian)  had  been  to  the  liquor  shop.  He  was 
dead  drunk!  In  this  state  he  did  not  realize  that 
the  tent  for  which  he  had  great  respect  in  his 
sober  moments  was  near  by.  He  beat  his  wife  and 
children  and  quarreled  in  a  shameful  way  with  his 
neighbors.  The  next  morning  when  he  sobered 
up  and  found  out  what  all  had  happened  he  was 
very  much  ashamed.  Of  course  he  wanted  to  re- 
deem himself  before  us.  The  best  way  to  do  this, 
he  thought,  was  to  make  us  the  recipients  of  a  big 
piece  of  watermelon.  We  received  the  peace  of- 
fering with  thanks  but  with  it  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity for  some  teaching. 

One  night  early  in  our  stay  in  this  village  we 
were  awakened  by  the  grinding  of  the  women  at 
the  mills.  Our  first  thought  was  that  morning  had 
slipped  upon  us  very  quickly.  But  we  soon  no- 
ticed that  it  was  still  dark.  For  a  bit  the  mystery 
could  not  be  solved.  Then  it  dawned  upon  us 
that  the  cold  chilly  night  was  not  at  all  kind  to 
the  people  about  us,  and  they,  the  women  espe- 
cially, had  to  get  up  even  though  it  was  only  3:00 
o'clock  and  grind  grain  to  keep  warm.  The  saris 
that  the  women  wore  during  the  day  were  not 
enough  to  keep  out  the  cold  air,  even  though  they 
had  wrapped  them  snugly  around  them.  Often 
on  these  chilly  nights  the  family  would  huddle 
around  a  fire  in  the  wee  hours  of  darkness.  We 
were  grateful  for  extra  bedding  for  the  night,  and 
extra  clothes  for  the  early  mornings  until  the  sun 
shone  warm.  But  somehow  we  couldn't  forget 
our  neighbors  in  the  huts,  and  we  were  moved 
with  compassion  for  them. 

The  Christian  group  of  the  village  decided  to 
observe  Evangelistic  Week.  They  made  all  the 
plans.  These  were  some  of  the  things  they  de- 
cided.   The  night  school  was  to  close  and  the  pu- 


pils, along  with  the  other  Christians,  were  to  form 
a  singing  band  for  the  meetings.  The  teacher 
would  give  a  brief  message.  Six  villages  round 
about  Limet  were  to  receive  a  gospel  message  dur- 
ing the  week.  In  some  of  these  places  there  were 
Christians,  but  in  most  of  them  there  were  not. 

Another  part  of  their  plan  related  to  a  convey- 
ance for  the  Miss  Saheb.  The  villagers  decided 
that  a  cart  must  be  provided  for  her  each  night. 
She  must  by  no  means  walk!  So  each  Christian 
who  had  a  cart  and  oxen  chose  his  night  to  fur- 
nish a  conveyance.  Of  course  for  her  it  would 
have  been  easier  to  walk  than  to  go  lumbering 
along  in  a  big  heavy  cart  with  no  sign  of  a  shock 
absorber.  But  it  never  would  have  done  for  the 
Miss  Saheb  to  turn  down  this  part  of  the  plan,  for 
they  were  honestly  trying  to  make  the  best  pro- 
vision possible  for  her  as  a  part  of  their  evangel- 
istic group. 

Since  February  was  a  busy  season  for  the  farm- 
ers the  meetings  could  not  be  held  early  in  the  eve- 
nings. At  the  very  best  the  people  could  hardly 
gather  before  9:30  or  10:00  o'clock.  So  sometimes 
it  was  9:00  o'clock  or  later  when  the  evangelistic 
group  got  started  away  from  their  own  village, 
and  it  would  be  ten  or  later  often  before  we  would 
arrive  in  the  place  where  the  meeting  was  to  be 
held.  Until  the  singing  got  well  under  way  it  was 
getting  to  be  a  late  hour.  And  by  the  time  the 
group  got  warmed  up  to  good  Indian  singing  the 
hour  was  late.  Of  course  no  one  dared  to  think  of 
the  time,  when  every  one  was  so  happy  and  inter- 
ested in  all  that  was  happening.  Usually  the 
clock  would  slip  around  to  12:30  or  1:00  before  we 
were  aware  of  it.  Then  until  we  would  drink  tea 
and  get  back  to  our  homes  again  it  would  be  2:00 
o'clock  or  more.  But  that  was  a  small  matter,  for 
we  were  in  the  Lord's  work;  and  such  an  hour 
meant  nothing  to  people  who  were  used  to  singing 
all  night. 

One  night  we  were  speeding  away  to  a  village 
about  two  miles  from  Limet.  All  at  once  some- 
thing happened.  Some  of  us  were  thrown  from 
the  back  end  of  the  cart  to  the  front.  Others 
found  themselves  on  the  ground.  For  a  moment 
we  were  dazed  (in  an  oxcart).  But  soon  we 
found  out  what  had  happened.  The  leather  rope 
which  held  the  yoke  to  the  tongue  of  the  cart  had 
broken.  That  allowed  the  tongue  to  fall  and  the 
oxen  to  go  free.  This  same  thing  happened  again 
on  the  way  home.  The  owner  of  the  cart  was 
much  chagrined,  but  we  had  a  good  laugh  over  it 
all  and  were  thankful  that  none  of  us  were  hurt. 

So  our  winter  went.  How  much  good  we  were 
able  to  accomplish  one  cannot  say.  It  is  hard  to 
measure  results,  especially  when  a  regular  pro- 
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gram  cannot  be  followed.  But  this  one  thing  we 
know — we  learned  to  know  and  love  the  people. 
Their  village  became  our  village.  Their  problems, 
cares,  sorrows  and  joys  in  a  large  measure  became 
ours.  So  we  trust  that  our  winter  was  not  in  vain 
as  far  as  spiritual  results  go.  We  are  sure  also 
that  the  glimpse  into  the  everyday  life  of  the  peo- 
ple has  been  very  enlightening  to  us  and  will  be 
useful  as  we  attempt  in  the  future  to  prepare 
something  tangible  for  their  spiritual  nurture. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


Hot  Seasons  on  the  Plains 

BY  FLORENCE  M.   BOLLINGER 

"Why,  this  weather  isn't  bad  at  all!"  exclaims  a 
visitor  in  India  on  a  pleasant  day  early  in  the 
month  of  March.  He  has  been  told  that  March  is 
the  beginning  of  the  hot  season,  but  he  had  over- 
looked the  word  beginning.  Wait!  April,  May 
and  June  are  also  hot  season. 

March  of  1940  was  especially  fine.  Shrubbery, 
even  gardens  when  watered,  remained  green.  At 
night  we  slept  with  light  blankets,  we  wore  light 
wraps  and  the  Sahebs  kept  their  coats  on  through 
meetings  of  our  mission  conference  at  Bulsar,  dur- 
ing the  second  week  of  March.  At  that  time  our 
mission  children  left  for  school  at  Landour,  Mis- 
soorie.  What  an  excited  and  happy  group  they 
were!  But  homes  on  the  plains  seemed  very  quiet 
and  empty  for  weeks  and  months  after  they  had 
gone. 

Beautiful  red  lilies  blooming  around  bungalows 
in  March  were  symbolic  of  the  Easter  season  which 
brought  spiritual  refreshment  to  our  mission  cen- 
ters. Nightly  devotional  meetings,  a  Good  Friday 
service,  and  a  love-feast  communion  service  pre- 
pared the  hearts  for  a  glorious  Easter  day.  A 
memory  which  blesses  comes  to  me — the  memory 
of  the  large  crowd  gathered  on  the  lawn  of  the 
Anklesvar  church,  for  the  love  feast  service.  Wor- 
shipers who  had  trudged  through  the  dust  in  bare 
or  sandalled  feet  understood  the  rite  of  feet- 
washing  as  more  than  a  symbol.  The  last  rays  of 
a  setting  sun  and  the  light  of  a  rising  moon  shone 
down  upon  an  impressive  picture  of  rows  of  youth 
and  older  folk  partaking  of  a  common  feast  of 
"dal-bhat"  (pulse  and  rice)  served  on  leaf  plates 
and  cups. 

The  hot  season,  as  the  auspicious  time  for  wed- 
dings, brought  us  invitations  to  attend  Hindu,  Jain, 
Mohammedan  and  Christian  wedding  ceremonies. 
In  our  near-by  village,  day  after  day,  night  after 
night,  the  wedding  processions  walked  on  the 
road,  and  the  piping  and  drumming  sounded  in- 
cessantly.    Woe  unto  poor  sleepers!     From  our 


veranda  we  sometimes  watched  the  processions 
pass,  catching  a  glimpse  of  gay  decorations,  tin- 
selled trappings,  and  glittering  wedding  clothes, 
as  for  a  day  the  village  folk  would  forget  the  dull, 
drab  routine  of  their  everyday  life. 

The  hot  season  turns  the  good  earth  into  heavy 
clods  or  powdery  dust.  On  April  5  a  clod-break- 
ing service  preceded  the  beginning  of  work  on 
the  new  school  building.  The  morning  was  de- 
lightfully cool,  but  the  afternoon  temperature  of 
105°  did  not  in  the  least  mar  the  enthusiasm  of 
men  and  women  glad  for  a  chance  at  daily  work. 
Bollinger  Saheb  directed  and  helped  in  the  build- 
ing, taking  on  the  color  of  an  American  Indian  in 
the  hot  week  that  followed. 

The  night  of  April  17  found  the  Lichtys  setting 
out  for  a  much  needed  rest  in  the  cool  Nilgiri  Hills 
of  South  India.  Just  as  they  were  leaving,  word 
came  of  a  woman  on  our  compound  having  been 
stung  by  a  black  scorpion.  Though  not  fatal,  the 
sting  was  extremely  painful  and  weakening.  Ara- 
moniated  spirits  revived  her  and  medicine,  in 
time,  eased  the  pain.  We  had  just  gone  to  sleep 
when  another  messenger  came  running  to  tell  that 
a  scorpion  had  stung  one  of  the  schoolboys.  We 
were  up  again  to  find  another  bottle  labelled  "For 
Scorpion  Sting."  The  next  day  I  heard  that  a 
child  in  one  of  our  near-by  Christian  families  was 
the  third  victim  of  a  scorpion  sting  the  same  night. 
One  pest  follows  another!     The  earth  drying  up 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  January  25-February  1 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together.) 

If  Harlan  and  Ruth  Brooks  were  to  speak  to  the 
home  churches  by  radio,  they  would  doubtless  have  to 
speak  from  a  radio  set  carried  along  with  them  in  their 
touring  tent — that  is,  if  they  had  a  broadcasting  set! 
The  Brookses  make  their  home  for  much  of  the  year 
out  in  the  villages  which  surround  the  Vyara  station. 
Their  home  is  a  portable  tent.  Usually  it  is  pitched  un- 
der a  large,  outspreading  mango  or  amlee  tree. 

Many  times  Bro.  Brooks  could  write  news  items  con- 
cerning their  activities  such  as  the  following:  "My 
family  and  I  with  several  Indian  brethren  spent  two 
weeks  up  along  the  Tapti  River,  which  is  in  the  north 
end  of  our  Vyara  field.  Twenty-four  were  baptized  in 
the  river.  One  communion  service  was  conducted  in 
connection  with  the  night  meeting  held  in  half  a  dozen 
villages  and  the  other  work  of  the  camp.  The  entire 
winter  evangelistic  campaign  has  been  very  much 
worth  while  thus  far.  Eight  were  baptized  in  another 
place  south  of  here,  and  still  others  are  being  prepared 
for  baptism." 

Partners  in  prayer  for  such  evangelistic  work  may 
also  claim  to  be  partners  in  the  work  and  partially  re- 
sponsible for  the  fruits  of  such  labor.  Let  us  be  co- 
laborers  with  the  Brooks  family. 
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means  fewer  mosquitoes,  so  less  fever.  However, 
an  increase  of  flies  brings  on  sore  eyes.  Folks  bak- 
ing in  the  sun  and  chilled  by  sudden  winds  are 
more  susceptible  to  pneumonia  in  hot  season. 

The  schoolboys  have  been  sweating  through  ex- 
aminations. It  was  a  relief  to  see  them  ease  up  at 
the  end,  to  plan  a  farewell  dinner.  We  enjoyed 
with  them  the  huge  kettle  of  "dal-bhat"  and  the 
special  treat  of  sweetmeats,  "jalebies"  and  "bu- 
jyias."  May  1  they  all  assembled  in  the  chapel  to 
hear  the  reports,  and  on  sunny  faces  or  sad  were 
recorded  the  pass  or  jail.  Then  away  to  their 
homes  on  foot  they  went,  by  bullock  cart,  or  on 
the  train,  for  a  vacation  of  six  weeks. 

On  May  4  the  thermometer  on  the  north  regis- 
tered 111°  and  the  next  day  112°.  What  made  us 
think  it  was  hot  when  only  104-105°?  We  have 
worked  out  a  system  for  keeping  cool:  water 
poured  over  cement  floors  even  in  the  house  looks 
cool  and  does  no  harm;  open  all  the  windows  at 
night  to  let  in  the  cooler  air,  close  up  everything 
by  day.  Sleep  out  under  the  stars  at  night — ah, 
there's  a  luxury!  Along  with  the  relief  of  cooler 
breezes  after  days  of  heat,  often  the  moonlight 
brings  a  quality  of  enchantment  in  cloaking  the 
dry,  bare  earth  in  silvery  white.  Lovely  hot  sea- 
son nights  in  India!  Venus  rises  every  evening 
seeming  almost  as  near  as  but  more  brilliant  than 
the  brightest  ball  or  star  dazzling  a  Christmas 
tree.  Every  night  the  Southern  Cross  appears  and 
by  bedtime  it  stands  upright  low  on  the  horizon 
of  the  southern  skies.  Perchance  awakening  dur- 
ing the  night  the  moon  has  set,  but  the  stars  blaze 
out  like  jewels  right  overhead.  The  Big  Dipper 
pours  out  a  liquid  light  and  the  Milky  Way  is  like 
a  path  of  light  rather  than  separate  stars  shining. 
On  the  breeze  comes  that  exotically  sweet  scent  of 
mogra,  a  pure  white  flower  which  yields  its  great- 
est beauty  and  fragrance  to  the  night. 

If  the  mogra  is  the  flower  of  the  night,  the  day- 
time sees  brave  blossoms  of  drought  and  heat, 
brightening  a  drab  landscape.  Over  the  com- 
pound the  Bougainvillaea  vine  is  blossoming  in 
brilliant  patches  of  cerise,  purple  and  gold.  The 
gol-mohr  tree  with  neither  water  nor  care  chooses 
this  season  to  send  out  flaming  blossoms  of  red 
and  gold,  aptly  described  as  "symbols  of  love  and 
service  thriving  in  the  parched  soil  of  pain  and 
disappointment." 

Somewhere  a  dust  storm  must  be  raging;  the  air 
hereabout  has  been  heavy  with  it  for  days.  By 
May  15  the  rows  of  palms  on  the  western  hor- 
izon cannot  be  seen  for  dust  and  the  air  is  very 
oppressive.  Put  a  dust  storm  and  a  temperature 
of  110°  together,  and  one  does  not  have  a  very 
good  setting  for  a  tea  party.    However,  I  had  not 


planned  for  a  young  Scotsman  and  a  Parsee,  both 
of  whom  are  in  government  service.  Miss  Warst- 
ler,  who  shared  our  party,  and  the  gentlemen  ar- 
rived. I  invited  them  to  follow  Amsey's  example 
in  taking  off  his  coat  to  be  comfortable.  They 
kept  their  coats  on,  but  the  Scotsman  drank  three 
cups  of  tea  to  get  cool,  and  the  rest  of  us  drank 
two  cups  apiece.  One  of  the  wonders  of  India  is 
the  cooling  effect  of  hot  tea  on  a  hot  day! 

The  days  of  early  March  seem  long  past.  Hot 
season  winds  are  blowing,  dust  laden,  burning 
hot,  and  sounding  like  a  blizzard.  Pictures  rattle 
on  the  walls,  rugs  lift  off  the  floors,  doors  slam- 
bang,  and  everything  is  covered  with  dust.  June 
comes,  and  we  look  hopefully  at  vagrant  clouds 
that  drift  through  the  sky.  Farmers  work  busily 
from  morning  till  night  preparing  their  fields. 
One  sees  men  stripping  palm  trees  of  their  broad 
fanlike  leaves  to  provide  roof  thatching  for  little 
huts.  These  leaves  will  sell  in  the  bazaar  for 
more  than  a  cent  and  a  half  each — an  expensive 
roof  for  a  poor  man.  He  must  hurry  and  get  his 
roof  thatched  for  soon  the  rain  will  be  beating 
down,  and  the  hot  season  will  be  past! 

Anklesvar,  India. 


Monsoon  in  the  Dahanu  Hospital 

BY  HAZEL  MESSER,  R.  N. 

"Sister,  all  the  patients  have  fever  this  eve- 
ning," were  the  words  of  one  of  the  nurses  as  I 
entered  the  hospital  one  evening  in  mid-June. 
And  I  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  hear  it,  for  sure- 
ly it  was  hot  enough  to  make  anyone's  temperature 
rise.  As  I  went  about  my  duties  (spending  more 
time  wiping  perspiration  than  doing  anything 
else)  I  kept  watching  the  sky.  For  days  the 
clouds  had  been  slowly  gathering,  and  the  heat 
was  becoming  more  and  more  intense  and  the  air 
heavier.  We  knew  that  monsoon  was  near  and 
everyone  felt  that  it  could  not  come  too  soon.  In 
the  hospital  everything  was  covered  with  a  film 
of  dust.  No  matter  how  often  we  wiped  it  away 
a  few  minutes  later  it  spread  over  everything. 
The  wells  were  all  dry  and  every  drop  of  water 
used  in  the  hospital  had  to  be  carried  from  the 
bored  well  some  distance  away.  All  day  long,  and 
sometimes  into  the  night,  two  men  carried  buck- 
etfuls  of  water  to  the  hospital.  There  were  so 
many  patients  and  all  the  water  for  bathing, 
drinking,  cleaning,  and  washing  clothes  had  to  be 
carried.  Food  was  scarce  out  in  the  villages  and 
people  were  hungry.  There  had  been  no  rain  the 
last  eight  months  and  last  year's  crops  were  all 
finished.  There  were  no  green  vegetables  and 
fruits  except  the  mango,  and  most  of  the  villagers 
were  too  poor  to  buy  even  that.    So  we  all  wished 
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for  rain  and  we  watched  the  clouds,  hoping  that 
soon  the  showers  would  come  and  once  again  the 
world  would  waken  to  new  life. 

A  few  nights  later  monsoon  did  break.  With  a 
roar  and  a  rush  rain  began  to  fall.  It  thundered, 
lightning  flashed  and  the  wind  blew.  And  that 
night  I  was  called  to  the  hospital  three  times  to 
help  usher  new  lives  into  the  world.  Why  do 
babies  always  choose  such  nights  as  this  for  their 
arrival?  Already  I  had  forgotten  how  I  felt  on 
those  hot,  sticky  nights  when  I  was  called  to  the 
hospital,  and  how  I  had  wished  for  rain! 

The  dust  was  gone  and  the  heat  less,  but  there 
were  other  troubles  now  for  us.  The  wind  was 
strong  and  blew  the  rain  clear  across  the  veranda 
and  even  into  the  wards  and  patients'  rooms  so 
that  we  had  to  shut  the  doors  and  windows,  thus 
making  the  ward  dark  and  hot.  The  verandas 
were  wet  and  slippery  and  the  nurses'  saris  were 
always  wet  around  the  bottom.  All  the  floors 
were  damp,  and  in  a  few  days  the  beds  and  cloth- 
ing began  to  smell  musty,  mattresses  and  pillows 
felt  damp,  and  it  seemed  impossible  to  keep 
enough  dry  clothes  for  all  the  patients. 

All  day  long  the  two  women  who  did  the  wash- 
ing were  hard  at  work,  putting  the  washed  clothes 
in  the  drying  room  where  four  charcoal  fires  were 
burning.  Then  hours  and  hours  of  time  had  to  be 
spent  by  the  nurses  and  the  women  employed  for 
that  work,  moving  the  clothes  around,  changing 
them,  shaking  them,  and  finally  carrying  the  part- 
ly dried  ones  into  the  hospital  to  finish  drying 
over  charcoal  fires  there,  and  to  be  folded  and  put 
into  the  cupboards  ready  for  use.  And  the  end- 
less hours  spent  fanning  the  charcoals  into  flames 
big  enough  to  dry  the  clothes!  Always,  no  matter 
how  many  clothes  we  dried,  or  how  many  new 
ones  I  put  into  circulation,  there  was  a  haunting 
fear  in  the  back  of  my  mind  that  rang  like  some 
old  refrain,  "Will  there  be  enough  dry  clothes  to 
go  around?"  And  all  through  monsoon  my  one 
anxiety  was  to  keep  enough  dry  clothes  in  the 
cupboard  for  all  the  patients.  By  the  end  of  July 
fifty  inches  of  rain  had  fallen,  and  we  had  used 
24  large  bags  of  charcoal. 

During  monsoon  the  insects  come  in  swarms.  At 
night  when  emergencies  come  in,  our  patience  is 
tried  to  the  breaking  point  by  them.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  keep  a  sterile  field  sterile,  and  no  so- 
lutions can  be  uncovered  even  a  few  minutes 
without  insects  falling  into  them.  And  the  ants! 
All  sizes  and  descriptions;  from  little  red  fel- 
lows that  crawl  everywhere  and  even  get  into  the 
baby  beds  to  big  black  ones  that  carry  eggs  the 
size  of  a  grain  of  rice  around  with  them,  which 
they  love  to  deposit  on  cupboard  shelves  under  a 


pile  of  clothing.  There  the  nurses  find  them  when 
they  hurriedly  go  for  a  sheet  or  gown  and  get 
their  hands  into  the  nest.  All  through  the  mon- 
soon I  wonder  why  someone  has  not  invented  an 
insect-proof  hospital  for  India.  Surely  they  would 
be  doing  the  doctors  and  nurses  of  India  the  great- 
est possible  service. 

All  of  this  must  sound  as  though  monsoon  were 
a  rather  difficult  time  in  the  hospital,  and  it  is  a 
trying  time.  There  is  so  much  sickness  because 
people  live,  eat,  and  sleep  on  the  dirt  floors  of 
their  windowless,  grass  covered  huts.  They  are 
not  protected  from  the  dampness.  It  is  a  time  of 
many  bowel  infections  because  they  never  think 
of  boiling  their  drinking  water,  and  all  the  filth 
of  the  ground  is  washed  into  the  open  wells.  Food 
was  scarce  in  the  hot  season,  and  now  that  leaves 
are  plentiful  they  use  them  for  vegetables,  but 
never  think  of  cleaning  them  properly.  Mos- 
quitoes breed  everywhere  and  go  about  spreading 
malaria  to  many  people. 

But  this  is  a  season  of  beauty  outside  the  hos- 
pital. All  the  world  has  taken  on  new  beauty. 
The  trees  and  flowers  are  blooming  again;  the 
grass  is  growing  and  green;  and  new  life  is  all 
about  us.  The  farmers  get  out  their  ploughs  and 
prepare  the  land  for  the  new  crops,  and  everyone 
is  busy  and  happy.  The  scarcity  of  food  and  wa- 
ter during  the  hot  season  is  now  forgotten;  the 
dust  is  washed  away,  and  the  air  is  cool  and  re- 
freshing. 

While  in  the  hospital  it  is  a  very  busy  season, 
with  much  extra  work  and  many  annoyances,  yet 
we  thank  God  for  the  cool  and  refreshing  rain,, 
and  for  the  growing  beauty  of  all  nature  all  about 
us. 

Dahanu,  India. 


The  Indian  Church  in  Action 

(Continued    From    Page    7) 

Girls'  Boarding  Schools  of  Anklesvar  and  Kher- 
gam  brought  great  joy  to  the  audience  by  their 
songs  of  praise. 

In  the  meeting  a  letter  was  read  from  the 
church  in  America.  In  it  there  was  an  explana- 
tion of  the  selfish  step  a  few  of  our  Brethren  here 
had  taken.  All  were  made  sad  by  this  knowledge; 
nevertheless,  knowing  the  true  way  which  the  let- 
ter showed  for  settling  the  matter,  we  were  not 
discouraged,  but  our  hearts  were  made  thankful. 

Some  of  the  reports  which  were  given  in  this 
meeting  were  worthy  of  special  thought  and  con- 
sideration. For  example,  the  Dahanu  church  in 
the  Marathi  district  consists  of  only  thirty-seven 
members,  yet  they  give  Rs.  25  per  month  in  sup- 
port of  their  pastor.  The  Bombay  Christian  Coun- 
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cil  and  the  Gujarat  Christian  Sammelan  are  mak- 
ing praise-worthy  efforts  to  improve  the  condition 
of  Christians.  Our  neighboring  Irish  Presbyterian 
Mission  has  done  extensive  work  in  India.  Our 
church  has  taken  steps  to  send  an  Indian  delegate 
to  America.  The  membership  of  our  district  is 
6,561,  and  last  year  405  were  baptized. 

Some  of  the  papers  and  recommendations  that 
were  presented  passed  the  meeting.  For  instance, 
a  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed  to 
meet  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  mission  to 
work  out  a  plan  for  closer  co-operation  between 
the  two  bodies.  Also,  as  far  as  possible,  each 
church  should  elect  one  of  its  own  elders  for  pre- 
siding elder.  When  a  church  official  does  something 
wrong,  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  set 
him  right.  And  further,  that  worthy  laymen  in 
the  churches  who  are  not  mission  workers  should 
be  recommended  to  the  elders'  meeting  for  license 
as  preachers,  with  provision  that  they  later  might 
be  ordained.  It  was  also  passed  that  the  decisions 
of  the  Gujarat  Sammelan  be  accepted  in  refer- 
ence to  social  and  community  matters. 

There  was  discussion  on  the  request  to  recog- 
nize the  Navsari  church,  but  as  they  had  organ- 
ized this  church  sometime  before  without  permis- 
sion and  had  announced  it  so,  the  matter  was 
thrown  out. 

Separate  living  quarters  for  those  attending  the 
meeting  had  been  arranged  here  and  there  for 
girls,  boys,  women,  men,  Indian  elders  and  mis- 
sionaries. At  mealtime  many  times  Indians  and 
Americans  sat  together  in  a  large  group  like  one 
family  and  enjoyed  one  another's  fellowship. 

When  the  work  of  the  meeting  was  finished,  we 
thanked  the  Lord  and  with  overflowing  hearts 
greeted  one  another  and  then  parted. 


Emphases  in  Training  for  Service 

(Continued  From  Page  13) 

servatism  oppose  themselves.  One  teacher  by  em- 
ploying the  story  method  of  teaching  reading 
aroused  the  protest  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
village.  It  had  never  been  done  that  way  before 
and  could  not  succeed.  Both  the  mission  and  the 
government  were  implored  to  remove  the  teacher 
forthwith  and  to  give  them  a  teacher  who  would 
teach  the  ABC's  in  the  approved  style.  But  the 
tactful  persistence  of  the  teacher  in  due  time  con- 
vinced them  of  the  superiority  of  the  "new  fan- 
gled"  method,  and  the  aforesaid  complainants  are 
now  the  loudest  in  praise  of  what  they  formerly 
condemned. 

Our  school  is  not  only  interested  in  helping  the 
students  to  a  better  livelihood,  but  also  in  their 


preparation  for  service  in  the  church  and  com- 
munity in  which  they  live.  Besides  daily  attend- 
ance in  chapel  and  the  usual  Sunday  services, 
there  is  a  prescribed  Bible  study  course,  while 
opportunity  for  village  evangelistic  and  Sunday- 
school  work  is  also  given.  During  the  open  sea- 
son, organized  groups  of  students  conduct  regular 
Sunday-school  classes  in  several  of  the  surround- 
ing villages.  After  training,  a  number  of  the 
teachers  become  the  religious  and  rural  uplift 
leaders  of  the  communities  they  serve.  Several 
are  doing  outstanding  work  in  caring  for  the  local 
congregation  of  Christians,  in  Sunday-school  ex- 
tension work  and  in  rural  improvement  projects. 

Any  one  who  is  interested  in  the  education  of 
Indian  youth  will  be  interested  in  knowing  that  it 
is  costing  the  mission  board  only  $18  a  year  per 
pupil  for  those  who  are  accommodated  in  the 
school  dormitories  and  hostels.  It  would  cost 
about  $13  more  were  it  not  for  the  income  real- 
ized from  government  grants,  students'  fees  and 
from  student  work  in  shop  and  farm.  The  sixty- 
day  pupils  in  attendance  cost  the  mission  about 
$2  per  head  annually.  Here  is  a  splendid  oppor- 
tunity for  an  investment  which  will  bear  rich  re- 
turns in  the  years  to  come. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


Notes  from  Correspondence 

COMPILED  BY  H.  SPENSER  MINNICH 

A  good  woman  who  has  been  very  faithful  in  gen- 
erous contributions  for  missions  sends  twenty  dollars 
and  says,  "Herewith  find  twenty  dollars  for  Christmas, 
to  be  used  in  any  way  most  needed.  Wishing  you  all  a 
very  merry  Christmas  and  everyone  else  the  world 
over,  regardless  of  nationality,  creed  or  color." 

From  a  man  who  personally  supports  a  missionary  at 
$550  per  year  in  China  comes  twenty  dollars  for  relief 
work  with  Christmas  greetings,  "May  God  bless  you 
and  keep  you  through  the  years.  May  he  always  find 
those  to  carry  on  his  work.  May  the  work  be  pros- 
pered and  not  hindered  through  the  year.  Your  sin- 
cere friend  and  fellow  worker." 

From  Pastor  H.  L.  Harisough:  "The  Manchester 
church  had  a  beautiful  and  impressive  service  for  the 
White  Gift  Offering.  Letters  were  read  from  Josephine 
Keever  Flory,  and  one  of  her  sisters  spoke  of  the  joy 
the  family  feels  in  having  a  member  of  their  family  on 
the  field.  The  result  of  the  White  Gift  Offering  will 
make  it  possible  for  our  treasurer  to  send  you  a  check 
for  twelve  hundred  dollars." 

From  Theodore  R.  Eley,  pastor  of  the  Harris  Creek 
congregation,  comes  a  letter  in  which  he  expresses  ap- 
preciation for  news  releases  for  use  in  the  public  press. 
These  are  being  sent  to  ministers  who  accepted  the 
offer  made  a  couple  months  ago.  Bro.  Eley's  letter 
gives  the  names  of  persons  responsible  for  various 
phases  of  the  local  church  work  and  clearly  indicates 
to  the  church  headquarters  the  materials  which  should 
be  sent  to  each. 
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THE  BIBLE  IN  OUR  CHURCH  AND  THE  WORLD 


What  the  Bible  Offers  to  the  World  of  1941 

By  Warren  W.  Slabaugh,  Chicago,  Illinois 
This  year  threatens  to  be  a  dark  one,  characterized  by 
confusion  and  uncertainty.  The  structures  of  civiliza- 
tion, built  so  painfully  through  centuries  of  endeavor, 
are  tottering  to  a  fall.  The  leveling  of  ancient  land- 
marks in  London  is  typical  of  the  disaster  which  has 
come  upon  the  world.  So  devastating  are  the  forces 
which  are  tearing  our  civilization  to  pieces  that  a  feel- 
ing of  despair  has  seized  even  the  most  optimistic. 

What  has  the  Bible  to  offer  us  in  1941?  To  many  it 
has  ceased  to  be  an  oracle.  There  may  have  been  a 
time  when  they  thought  that  its  God  was  personally  in- 
terested in  his  people  and  would  actively  take  a  hand  in 
bringing  them  into  promised  lands,  but  now  he  seems 
to  them  to  have  abandoned  the  world  to  its  fate.  Like 
his  people  of  old,  men  cry  out,  "O  Lord,  how  long?" 

But  does  not  the  Bible  have  a  word  of  assurance  and 
direction  for  us  who  believe  that  spiritual  forces  can  be 
brought  into  action,  forces  that  are  stronger  than  the 
brute  forces  which  threaten  our  world?  We  do  well 
to  remember  that  the  Bible  is  a  human  narrative,  writ- 
ten by  men  inspired  by  God.  It  is  the  history  of  the 
revelation  of  God  to  a  people  through  centuries  of  time. 
The  Bible  was  wrought  out  of  the  religious  life  of  a 
people.  Time  has  proved  that  the  religious  instinct 
which  produced  it  was  a  true  one.  Because  it  dealt  so 
truly  with  the  times  of  its  production,  it  has  a  message 
for  every  time.  It  was  not  written  in  a  vacuum;  it 
dealt  with  concrete  situations.  In  days  when  war  looms 
on  the  horizon,  we  should  remember  that  Jeremiah 
spoke  to  a  city  besieged  by  armies.  When  Jesus  gave 
the  command,  "Love  your  enemies,"  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews  were  the  Romans,  and  he  was  trying  to  save  them 
from  a  fatal  war. 

What  can  the  Bible  say  to  us  in  1941?  There  are 
other  voices  speaking  insistently.  Heeding  them,  men 
are  brought  to  disaster.  They  are  voices  of  the 
sensuous,  of  materialism,  of  hatred  and  violence.  They 
represent  forces  which  undermine  character  and  wreck 
society.  Sense  of  direction  is  being  lost;  the  good  and 
the  true  and  the  beautiful  are  ruthlessly  trampled  upon. 

But  God  still  speaks  through  the  pages  of  the  ancient 
Book,  by  the  fathers,  by  the  prophets,  by  the  apostles, 
by  the  One  in  whom  all  find  their  fullness — Jesus  Christ. 
God  is  calling  men  to  repent  of  their  apostacy,  men  who 
have  left  God  out  of  their  reckoning.  He  is  proclaiming 
a  new  way,  all  too  little  known  or  tried.  It  is  the  way 
of  love — of  love  for  God  and  love  for  men — not  a  mere 
pious  sentiment  but  a  divine  imperative.  In  a  world 
where  men  are  striving  for  mastery  over  each  other, 
he  commands  service.  The  cross  is  the  central  symbol, 
the  highest  expression  of  the  redeeming  love  of  God. 

To  men  groping  in  darkness,  the  Bible  offers  light;  it 
gives  back  to  groping  men  their  sense  of  direction.  It 
points  men  to  a  better  world,  a  world  in  which  men 
work  together  with  God.  And  finally  it  offers  the  hope 
of  immortality  when  men  made  in  the  likeness  of  God 
shall  stand  in  his  presence  and  look  upon  his  face. 


Daily  Bible  Study:    Why  and  How? 

By  Albert  C.  Wieand,  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
Just  why  should  I  meditate  on  Bible  truths  every  day 
and  just  how  is  it  best  done?  Are  there  some  simple 
and  basic  methods  that  would  help  everybody  desiring 
to  do  so?  What  is  the  real  purpose  and  function  of 
daily  Bible  study? 

Most  people  would  agree,  I  think,  that  the  purpose 
of  our  daily,  personal  devotions  is  to  secure  God's  guid- 
ance and  help  in  our  daily  living.  What  part  does  Bible 
study  play  in  that  matter?  The  guidance  of  God,  of 
course,  comes  by  the  Holy  Spirit  operating  through  our 
intelligence  and  controlling  our  thought-process  and 
helping  us  make  our  adjustments  to  the  life  situations 
we  face.  In  this  way  the  wisdom  of  God  comes  to  us. 
The  Holy  Spirit,  however,  can  function  only  according 
to  the  righteousness  and  truth  of  God.  The  Bible  re- 
veals to  us  the  eternal  principles  according  to  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  operate.  If  you  want  to  know  what 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  and  what  he  will  not  do,  study 
your  Bible. 

Now  just  what  are  the  best  methods  of  using  the 
Bible  for  our  personal  Bible  study?  The  commonest 
way  is  just  to  pick  it  up  and  open  it  at  random  and  read 
whatever  we  happen  to  light  upon.  I  suppose  the  great 
majority  of  Bible  readers  do  this.  It  is  a  very  imperfect 
way.  The  next  method  that  is  in  vogue  is  that  of  reading 
the  Bible  through,  or  reading  certain  portions  of  it  in 
regular  sequence  at  the  rate  of  a  chapter  a  day,  or 
something  like  that.  This  again  is  not  a  very  good  way 
of  reading  the  Bible. 

However,  here  is  where  we  can  begin.  This  might 
be  called  the  impressionist  method  of  Bible  study,  when 
one  reads  it  just  to  get  impressions  of  the  truth,  but 
makes  no  special  effort  at  systematic  study. 

Now  if  this  method  will  be  improved,  it  can  be  made 
more  or  less  scientific  and  much  more  fruitful.  The  best 
way  here  is  to  pick  out  some  book  of  the  Bible,  pre- 
ferably a  shorter  one  to  begin  with,  until  one  learns  the 
method  thoroughly — say  Philippians,  or  Ephesians,  or 
Galatians.  Most  of  these  shorter  books  can  be  read 
through  from  beginning  to  end  in  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
minutes.  That  would  make  a  good  start  in  improving 
one's  method  of  Bible  study  and  so  increasing  the  re- 
sults. 

After  exploring  a  Bible  book  in  this  way  by  reading 
it  through,  read  it  again  a  little  more  thoughtfully  but 
continuously.  Then  come  back  to  it  the  next  day  in 
the  same  way  and  keep  on  doing  so  for  several  times.' 

By  and  by  you  will  feel  like  turning  aside  and  stop- 
ping more  definitely  at  some  of  the  particular  points  in 
the  line  of  thought.  In  other  words,'  the  book  will  just 
naturally  fall  apart  into  its  natural  subdivisions  and 
you  will  take  up  one  of  these  units  of  thought  for  more 
detailed  consideration. 

Stay  with  the  book  in  this  way  as  long  as  it  seem& 
especially  fresh  and  interesting.  There  is  no  hurry  tp- 
move  on  to  any  other  portion.  Usually  I  get  the  big- 
gest help  out  of  a  book  after  I  have  "been  over  it  a 
dozen  or  more  times. 
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We  often  go  at  our  study  too  hurriedly.  We  fail  to 
meditate.  We  need  to  read,  study,  and  make  research. 
The  best  personal  help  in  Bible  study  comes  from  medi- 
tation on  some  special  point.  In  meditation  one  takes 
the  truth,  teaching,  or  principle  discovered  in  the  Word 
and  makes  the  application  to  one's  own  life;  or  to  the 
particular  problems  in  which  one  finds  himself.  It  is 
when  one  is  thus  meditating  on  the  Word  in  order  to 
obtain  divine  guidance  from  it  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
takes  the  message  and  makes  it  a  dynamically  real  thing 
in  our  consciousness. 

If  you  wish  to  be  profited  most,  you  must  have  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  himself.  After  all,  Jesus 
said  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  "the  Spirit  of  Truth."  He 
also  said,  "He  will  lead  you  into  all  truth.  He  will  take 
of  mine  and  show  it  unto  you." 

A  great  philosopher  wrote  about  The  Sources  of 
Spiritual  Insight.  It  is  religious  insight  into  the  great 
truths  of  life  that  is  the  most  important  thing.  If  one 
does  not  apply  the  truths  to  his  own  life,  Bible  study 
has  not  performed  its  full  function.  And  so  one  should 
more  and  more  turn  one's  thought  and  attention  to  re- 
ceiving direct  teaching  by  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the 
Word.  This  has  in  my  own  life  become  one  of  the 
greatest  joys  I  ever  experienced.  Here  it  is  that  the 
Word  of  God  bears  fruit  in  our  lives. 

The  greatest  theologian  of  our  day  says  that  no  Scrip- 
ture is  in  reality  the  Word  of  God  to  you  unless  this 
thing  happens  to  you.  Try  it  today,  and  tomorrow,  and 
rejoice  in  it  always. 


What  Archaeology  Contributes 

By  F.  E.  Mallott,  Chicago.  Illinois 
Archaeology  is  a  great  assistant  to  the  Bible  student. 
Explorations   have   been   made.      Important   sites   have 
been  excavated. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  ancient  Biblical  lands  has  thus 
been  pushed  far  back  into  the  formerly  hidden  past.  We 
see  that  those  lands  had  a  rich,  complex,  highly  de- 
veloped civilization  already  venerable  when  Israel  had 
its  first  beginnings. 

It  was  formely  believed,  for  example,  that  Abraham 
was  a  man  of  very  primitive  and  crude  culture.  But 
the  ruins  of  Mr.  Abraham's  city  home  have  been  ex- 
plored in  part.  They  show  a  highly  developed  civiliza- 
tion. Gould  Abraham  read  and  write?  There  were  great 
libraries  of  many  thousands  of  volumes  (clay  tablets)  in 
the  Mesopotamian  Valley  when  Abraham  was  living. 
The  libraries  were  already  centuries  old. 

There  has  come  among  Biblical  scholars  a  new  appre- 
ciation of  the  historical  character  of  the  Old  Testament. 
A  generation  or  more  ago,  a  number  of  students,  with- 
out intent  to  be  irreverent,  held  that  some  of  the  Old 
Testament  stories  were  fables,  teaching  vehicles  rather 
than  factual  narratives.  Today  that  position  is  being 
deserted  en  mass  by  scholars. 

Two  interesting  items  may  be  but  briefly  cited  as  ex- 
amples of  how  discoveries  are  increasing  our  under- 
standing of  the  Old  Testament. 

One  is  the  Report  or  Chronicle  of  Wenamon,  an  Egyp- 
tian who  was  active  about  1100  B.  C.  Wenamon  made  a 
trip  to  the  Lebanon  Mountains  to  convey  cedar  logs  to 
Egypt.  He  stopped  along  the  Palestinian  coast  and  be- 
came embroiled  With  the  Philistines.  His  record  agrees 
with  the  pictures  of  the  Book  of  Judges.     Formerly  it 


had  been  doubted  whether  the  writer  of  Judges  had  not 
been  mistaken  in  locating  the  Philistines  in  Palestine 
that  early.  The  matter  is  now  settled  by  Wenamon's 
Chronicle. 

Who  has  not  wondered  why  the  army  of  Joshua  placed 
the  ark  at  Shiloh?  Shiloh  became  the  center  of  Israel's 
religious  life  for  several  centuries  while  Jerusalem  was 
a  heathen  city.  Excavation  has  now  shown  that  Shiloh 
was  the  first  city  that  the  Hebrews  built  for  themselves. 
It  seems  that  the  Hebrews  shrank  from  setting  the  Holy 
Ark  down  in  a  conquered  Canaanite  city,  which  would 
have  a  memory  of  idolatrous  worship.  It  was  the  first 
purely  Hebrew  town. 

Books  of  help  to  the  reader  who  desires  a  picture  of 
archaeological  progress  might  be  named  as: 

The  Monuments  and  the  Old  Testament,  Ira  Price, 
University  of  Chicago  Press,  1925. 

His  Truth  Endureth,  James  C.  Muir,  National  Pub- 
lishing Company,  Philadelphia,  1937. 

They  Wrote  On  Clay,  Edward  Chiera,  University  of 
Chicago  Press,  1938. 

A  little  magazine,  The  Biblical  Archaeologist,  pub- 
lished by  the  American  Schools  of  Oriental  Research, 
brings  up-to-date  information. 


The  Use  of  the  Bible  in  Christian  Education 

By  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

One  approaches  this  subject  with  a  deep  sense  of 
its  importance.  Too  many  people  are  neglecting  the 
study  of  the  Bible.  Understanding,  appreciation,  and 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  represent  essentials  in  Chris- 
tian education  today.  The  Bible  is  basic  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  Christian  philosophy  of  life. 
I.     Objectives    for   the   use    of   the   Bible   in   Christian 

education,  or  what  should  be  our  goals  in  the  use 

of  the  Bible  in  church  schools? 

1.  To  stimulate  interest  in  the  Bible.  The  Bible 
should  become  "a  living  book"  to  all  children,  youth, 
and  adults  in  our  churches. 

2.  To  cultivate  an  understanding  of  the  Bible.  This 
is  the  basis  for  developing  an  appreciation  of  it.  People 
should  know  how  we  got  our  Bible,  and  the  background 
out  of  which  it  came. 

3.  To  develop  an  appreciation  for  the  Bible.  This 
means  an  appreciation  for  the  Bible  as  an  aid  to 
worship  and  as  the  guide  for  daily  living.  This  also 
means  an  appreciation  for  it  as  the  Book  of  Life  and 
the  message  of  God. 

4.  To  lead  persons  to  a  knowledge  of  its  contents. 
This  may  be  accomplished  through  study,  discussion, 
and  memory  work.  The  following  represent  some 
things  which  we  may  well  see  that  church  school 
students  have: 

(a)  A  knowledge  of  Jesus,  his  life  and  teachings. 

(b)  A  knowledge  of  Paul,  his  life  and  teachings. 

(c)  A  knowledge  of  the  other  outstanding  characters 
of  the  Bible. 

(d)  A  knowledge  of  the  books  of  the  Bible  with 
the   outstanding   teachings   of  each  book. 

(e)  A  knowledge  of  the  choice  devotional  passages 
of  the  Bible. 

(f)  Ability  to  use  the  Bible  with  satisfaction. 

5.  To  lead  persons  to  a  knowledge  of  how  to  use  the 
Bible  for  devotional  living.  The  Bible  is  rich  in 
material  for  the  cultivation  of  the  devotional  life. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— January  25,   1941 


25 


11.^  Principles   to   guide   in   the   use   of   the   Bible   in 
Christian  education. 

1.  The  Bible  is  important  for  its  own  sake  and  there- 
fore a  knowledge  of  its  contents  is  most  important. 
One  of  the  things  of  first  importance  now  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  is  to  lead  our  people  to  a  true 
understanding  and  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

2.  Bible  study  for  children  should  be  graded  to  their 
understanding  and  needs.  Bible  stories  for  young 
children  may  be  found  to  be  a  profitable  introduction 
to  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  The  use  of  the  Bible  in 
church  school  work  should  be  worked  out  in  the  light 
of  the  best  educational  practice.  Christian  education 
endeavors  to  lead  growing  persons  through  a  process 
of  Christian  growth  and  development,  keeping  in  mind 
their  interests,  needs,  and  understanding.  The  use  of 
the  Bible  is  worked  out  in  the  light  of  this  program 
and  within  a  pupil  centered  curriculum. 

Graded  church  school  lessons  are  more  educationally 
desirable  for  children  because  they  are  worked  out 
according  to  the  needs,  interests,  and  developments 
of  the  various  age  groups.  Our  denomination  offers 
both  uniform  and  graded  lessons  to  the  local  churches. 
While  our  uniform  lessons  are  prepared  with  care  and 
present  a  constructive  approach  for  class  work,  graded 
lessons  are  preferable  for  they  afford  a  more  thorough 
educational  approach  to  the  age  group.  The  criticism 
is  often  given  that  graded  lessons  do  not  offer  enough 
Bible.  The  fact  is  that  the  graded  lessons  which  our 
denomination  recommends  contain  much  Bible,  and  in 
some  ways  more  Bible  than  the  uniform  lessons.  Not 
all  passages  of  the  Bible  are  of  equal  value  to  growing 
children.     The  principle  of  selectivity  operates. 

3.  Purposeful  stimulation  of  Bible  study  is  desirable. 
Because  the  Bible  is  so  important  in  forming  a  Chris- 
tian philosophy  of  life,  in  working  out  our  basic  faith, 
and  as  a  guide  to  conduct,  growing  children  and  youth 
ought  to  be  stimulated  to  read  and  study  the  Bible 
and  to  memorize  choice  Biblical  passages. 

4.  The  co-operation  of  the  home  and  church  is  essen- 
tial in  creating  a  greater  interest  in  Bible  study.  The 
use  of  the  Bible  in  the  home  should  be  a  vital  part 
of  this  whole  program.  The  home  must  support  what 
the   church  is   trying   to   do. 

HI.     Methods  of  using  the  Bible  with  the  various  age 
groups. 

1.  How  to  use  the  Bible  with  nursery  children  (chil- 
dren under  four).  Nursery  children  should  be  free 
to  see  the  Bible  and  handle  it  just  like  any  other  book. 
Parents  should  study  the  Bible  and  read  from  it  in  the 
home  in  the  presence  of  children  and  bring  them  into 
a  fellowship  prayer  where  a  new  appreciation  of  the 
Bible  is  formed.  The  Bible  ought  to  be  an  open  book 
in  the  home.  Nursery  children  are  introduced  to  the 
Bible  through  simple  Bible  incidents  and  pictures. 
The  picture,  Jesus  and  the  Children,  by  Tarrant,  may 
be  shown  to  nursery  children  accompanied  by  the  re- 
marks, "Jesus  was  a  kind  man.  He  liked  little  children 
and  they  liked  him,  too."  The  young  child  should  be 
introduced  to  Jesus  as  an  adult  first,  and  the  first 
impression  should  be  one  that  is  wholesome  for  all 
time. 

2.  The  use  of  the  Bible  with  kindergarten  children. 
The  four-and-five-year-olds  are  able  to  listen  to  a  real 
story,  although  it  must  be  simple  and  short.  The  child 
of  this   age  can  lose   himself  in   a  Bible   story   and  is 


capable  of  listening  to  stories  told  in  a  group.  Bible 
stories  and  Bible  storybooks  may  be  used.  Stories 
should  be  chosen  for  the  pictures  of  God  which  they 
present.  The  New  Testament  stories,  especially  from 
the  gospels,  are  best.  The  stories  of  Jesus  should  pre- 
sent him  as  a  friendly,  helpful,  brave  person.  These 
stories  should  be  definitely  connected  with  the  Bible  in 
the  child's  mind.  This  will  help  to  create  an  interest 
in  the  Bible.  Kindergarten  children  should  be  allowed 
to  handle  and  get  acquainted  with  the  Bible.  Simple 
Bible  verses  like,  "Be  ye  kind  to  one  another,"  should 
be  memorized.  Bible  storybooks  like,  I  Wonder,  by 
Alberta  Munkres  (good  for  the  nursery  group);  The 
Bible  Story  Book,  by  Frances  Weld  Danielson;  Bible 
Stories  to  Read,  by  Jesse  Moore;  and  Jesus  and  the 
Children,  by  Ethel  Smithers  may  be  helpful. 

3.  The  use  of  the  Bible  with  primary  children  (ages 
6,  7,  8).  Primary  children  should  have  a  Bible  of  their 
own  and  should  learn  to  refer  to  the  Bible  itself.  Par- 
ents and  church  school  teachers  should  help  primary 
children  find  Bible  passages  that  have  meaning  to  them. 
Children  of  this  age  can  begin  to  get  a  connected  por- 
trait of  Jesus.     His  attitude  toward  people,  his  teach- 

ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 

Part  I.     Humility 

Scripture:.  James  1:9-11 

Sunday,  February  9 

Note:    Assign  each  parable  to  a  person  for  study  and 

presentation  to  the  group.     Let  the  group   discuss   its 

meaning  for  themselves  today. 

I.  The  Parable  of  the  Chief  Seats  (Luke  14:  7-11). 

1.  Jesus  teaches  that  humility  is  a  lovely  and  essen- 
tial grace. 

2.  Today  it  is  a  duty,  some  think,  that  everyone 
should  strive  to  gain  the  public  ear  and  eye. 

3.  What  are  some  of  the  chief  seats  that  people  are 
choosing  today? 

4.  Are  there  some  members  of  the  church  who  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  are  invited  to  dinner  in  Brethren  homes? 

5.  Which  beatitudes  deal  with  humility? 

6.  Do  nations  today  tend  to  take  the  chief  seats? 
Could  our  own  be  guilty? 

7.  Humility  is  not  cowardice.  It  dares  to  compare 
one's  self  with  the  great  Eternal  One. 

8.  Humility  is  based  on  a  keen  appreciation  of  one's 
indebtedness  to  others.  It  remembers  continually  what 
others  are  doing  for  one.  Gratitude  and  thankfulness 
are  allies  to  humility.  "Ready  to  be  of  service"  is  its 
motto. 

II.  The  Parable  of  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican  (Luke 
18:9-14). 

1.  Jesus  teaches  that  humility  is  an  indispensable  vir- 
tue. 

2.  Humility  takes  one's  eyes  off  himself  and  fixes 
them  on  Christ  and  the  Father. 

3.  Pride  and  brotherliness  never  go  together.  Pride 
separates  persons  and  nations. 

4.  Pride  is  an  enemy  to  good  works. 

5.  At  what  places  in  life  today  are  there  evidences  of 
Pharisaism?  Do  we  see  it  manifesting  itself  where 
there  is  difference  in  race?  In  automobiles?  In  the 
clothes?  In  intelligence?  In  where  one  lives?  In  furni- 
ture? 
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ings  about  God,  and  the  purpose  of  his  life  should  be 
emphasized.  Bible  stories  and  Bible  storybooks  have 
an  increasing  value.  Bible  storybooks  should  be  avail- 
able on  the  reading  table  of  the  home.  The  memoriza- 
tion of  a  number  of  short  and  choice  Bible  passages 
connected  with  the  child's  experiences  and  interests  will 
be  desirable. 

4.  The  use  of  the  Bible  by  juniors.  Juniors  should 
use  the  Bible  itself  under  the  guidance  of  parents  and 
teachers.  Juniors  are  able  to  make  some  study  of  Bible 
background,  to  understand  the  various  kinds  of  litera- 
ture in  the  Bible,  and  to  gain  some  knowledge  of  how 
the  Bible  came  to  be.  The  story  of  Jesus  may  be  seen 
as  a  whole.  Bible  memory  work  is  very  important  for 
juniors.  They  should  be  motivated  and  stimulated  to 
memorize  a  substantial  amount  of  Biblical  material. 
Juniors  also  like  to  read  Bible  stories  and  to  hear  them 
beautifully  told. 

5.  The  use  of  the  Bible  by  intermediates,  seniors,  and 
young  people.  This  is  the  period  when  parents  and 
church  school  teachers  should  stimulate  young  people 
to  a  serious  study  of  the  Bible.  An  intensive  study  of 
the  Bible,  including  its  background,  how  we  got  the 
Bible,  the  various  versions,  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  the 
teachings  of  Paul,  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Bible  and 
their  application  to  life,  the  outstanding  characters  of 
the  Bible,  the  books  of  the  Bible  and  their  messages, 
and  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  regarding  the  great  social 
and  moral  problems  of  the  day,  ought  to  be  carried 
out.  In  addition  to  this,  the  use  of  the  Bible  for  devo- 
tional living  should  be  studied. 

The  use  of  the  Bible  for  adults  should  be  the  same  as 
has  been  outlined  for  young  people,  only  it  may  be 
carried  farther.  The  proper  study  of  the  Bible  will  save 
people  from  confusion,  will  give  them  basis  for  a 
Christian  philosophy  of  life,  will  motivate  them  to  bet- 
ter conduct,  and  will  offer  a  glorious  hope  concerning 
the  land  beyond  the  evening  shadows.  Let  us  pray 
that  the  Bible,  which  has  become  in  many  homes  an 
unused  book,  may  again  become  the  "living  book." 
Let  us  work  to  revitalize  the  study  of  the  Bible  in  our 
churches  and  church  schools. 


Suggested  Easter  Plays  and  Dramas 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Easter  plays  and  dramas 
which  have  been  widely  used  by  church  groups  every- 
where. A  very  brief  description  of  content,  length  of 
play,  and  number  of  required  characters  is  given  to 
help  you  make  your  selection.  Copies  may  be  ordered 
for  reading  and  examination,  in  order  that  groups  may 
be  sure  to  find  a  suitable  play.  The  only  requirements 
are  that  they  must  be  returned  in  good  condition  and 
within  ten  days  if  at  all  possible.  Send  5c  for  outgoing 
postage  on  each  two  plays  ordered.  Orders  for  plays 
selected  should  be  placed  with  the  General  Boards, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

For  Young  People  and  Adults 

As  Easter  Dawns,  by  Mary  Bennett  Harrison.  2  episodes.  5  m., 
4  w.,  choir.  45  min.  Int.  35c.  Faith  is  the  keynote  of  the  un- 
forgettable lesson  that  runs  stirringly  through  this  sincere  and 
-thoughtful  pageant  drama. 

Barabbas.  by  Mattie  B.  Shannon.  2  scenes.  3  m.,  3  w.,  1  child. 
30  min.  Int.  30c,  $3.24  doz.  7  or  more  copies  must  be  purchased 
for  permission  to  give  the  play.  The  healing  of  his  little  daugh- 
ter and  his  own  release  from  death  by  Jesus  bring  healing  to 
Barabbas.     A  moving  drama  of  the  power  of  the  Christ. 

Barter,  by  Urban  Nagle.  4  acts.  5  m.,  6  w.  2  hrs.  75c.  Royalty 
.$15  per  performance.     This  is  a  strongly  dramatic  Easter  play 


concerning  events  during  the  24  hours  that  preceded  the  cruci- 
fixion.    Beautiful  and  effective  but  slightly  unreal  in  spots. 

Blessed  Are  They,  by  Walter  E.  Butts,  Jr.  1  act.  3  m.,  4  w. 
45  min.  Int.  35c.  Easter  Eve  finds  the  Rand  family  facing  fear, 
hatred,  despair  and  death.  The  Easter  dawn  brings  faith,  love 
and  life.  An  excellent  interpretation  of  the  real  message  of 
Easter. 

Burden  Bearers,  The,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  3  scenes. 
7  m.,  1  w.,  mob  voices.  Ext.  35c.  Simon,  who  is  by  birth  half 
Jew  and  half  Libyan,  a  native  of  the  Jewish  colony  of  Cyrene, 
in  northern  Africa,  realizes  the  dream  of  his  life  in  bringing  his 
son  to  Jerusalem,  in  order  that  the  boy  may  be  educated  by  the 
great  teachers  of  his  father's  people.  On  account  of  his  alien 
blood,  he  is  refused  the  rights  and  privileges  of  other  Jews.  The 
teachers  will  not  take  his  son  as  a  pupil.  Even  Lucius,  his  for- 
mer friend  and  fellow  rebel  against  Rome,  will  not  receive  him 
into  his  house.  Simon  is  compelled  to  bear  the  cross  of  Jesus, 
and  in  the  bearing  of  it  he  finds  release  and  a  new  life  purpose. 

Crown  of  Thorns,  The,  by  Milton  S.  Agnew.  3  acts.  4  m.,  2  w., 
1  boy.  Int.  35c.  7  copies  must  be  purchased  for  permission  to 
give  the  play.     A  powerful  play  for  any  religious  occasion. 

For  He  Had  Great  Possessions,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1 
act.  5  m.,  4  w.,  1  child.  Ext.  35c.  5  copies  must  be  purchased 
to  give  the  play  once.  A  highly  dramatic  account  of  Ben  Azel, 
the  rich  young  ruler,  and  Asenath,  his  selfish  wife,  and  how  the 
crucifixion  and  resurrection  bring  them  to  a  fuller  life  of  the 
spirit. 

Half  of  My  Goods,  The,  by  Ralph  P.  Claggett.  1  act.  4  m.,  3  w. 
Int.  30c.  A  dramatic  story  of  the  influence  of  Jesus'  life  and 
teachings  upon  the  home  of  Zaccheus  and  his  wayward  son. 

He  Came  Seeing,  by  Mary  P.  Hamlin.  1  act.  3  m.,  2  w.,  extras. 
40  min.  Int.  35c.  Royalty  $5  when  no  admission  is  charged,  $10 
when  admission  is  charged.  A  dramatization  of  the  story  of  loy- 
alty to  a  great  cause. 

He  Lives,  by  Gertrude  Rockwell  Goudey.  4  scenes.  5  m.,  5  w. 
30  min.  Simple  setting.  35c.  The  theme  of  the  play  centers 
about  the  life  of  the  rich  young  ruler  and  presents  a  possible 
sequel  to  the  single  recorded  incident.  A  dramatic  story  of  the 
surrender  of  the  young  man  to  the  Christ  through  the  stirring 
events  of  the  crucifixion  and  resurrection.  An  effective  musical 
background   is  suggested. 

His  Cross,  by  Ralph  P.  Claggett.  1  act.  5  m.,  2  w.  45  min.  Int. 
25c.  The  story  of  Obed,  the  carpenter,  who  made  the  cross  on 
which   Jesus  was  crucified. 

In  the  Bethany  Home,  by  Martha  Bayly.  1  act.  2  m.,  7  w.  30 
min.  Int.  30c,  $3  doz.  A  play  depicting  the  effects  of  the 
events  connected  with  the  raising  of  Lazarus  and  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Jesus  upon  Mary,  Martha  and  their  friends. 

Light  in  the  Window,  The,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1  scene. 
3  m.,  5  w.,  carolers.  40  min.  Int.  35c.  The  light  in  Aunt  Hope's 
window  threw  its  beam  into  the  lives  of  a  variant  group  of  per- 
sons and  brought  a  home  and  mother  love  to  Shucky,  a  lad  who 
at  twelve  was  just  beginning  to  discover  that  the  wages  of  sin 
are  the  only  ones  that  are  paid  in  full. 

Magda,  by  Ethel  Gesner  Rockwell.  7  scenes.  4  m.,  2  w.,  a  mob. 
1  hr.  Ext.  35c.  Royalty  $5.  The  theme  of  the  play  lies  in  the 
slow  comprehension  of  and  final  devotion  to  the  reality  of 
Christ's  spiritual  kingdom,  as  it  is  learned  by  Magda,  a  young 
Greek  girl,  and  her  betrothed,  the  doubting  disciple,  Thomas. 

Release,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1  act.  6  m.,  2  w.,  off- 
stage voices.  40  min.  Int.  35c.  5  or  more  copies  must  be  pur- 
chased for  permission  to  give  the  play.  A  Lenten  play  featuring 
Barabbas  and  the  two  thieves  in  prison  on  the  day  of  the  cru- 
cifixion. The  powerfully  dramatic  story  of  a  sinful  man's  re- 
morse, deliverance  and  consecration.  This  play  has  won  first 
place  in  several  city-wide  and  state-wide  dramatic  contests. 

Rock,  The,  by  Mary  P.  Hamlin.  3  acts.  11  characters.  Ufa 
hr.  50c.  Royalty  $5  when  no  admission  is  charged,  $10  when 
admission  is  charged.  There  are  two  settings,  the  first  a  court- 
yard, the  second  a  housetop.  This  is  a  simply-plotted  play  on  the 
life  of  Simon  Peter,  ending  with  Peter's  remorse  and  change  of 
character  after  the  crucifixion. 

Sunrise,  by  Louis  Wilson.  1  act.  4  m.,  1  w.,  extras.  35  min. 
35c.  Royalty  $3.  The  main  scene  is  a  prison  cell  in  a  Roman 
fortress.  Marius,  a  young  captain  in  the  Roman  army,  becomes 
a  follower  of  Jesus  and  is  therefore  imprisoned  on  the  charge  of 
treason.  Offered  the  opportunity  to  escape,  he  renounces  all  ma- 
terial things  and  goes  out  at  sunrise,  with  the  words,  "I  am 
ready." 

Terrible  Meek,  The,  by  Charles  Rann  Kennedy.  1  act.  2  m., 
1  w.  50  min.  Ext.  35c.  Tells  of  the  conversion  of  the  cen- 
turion at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion.  A  striking  play  with  a 
peace  message.    It  is  to  be  played  in  darkness. 

Tragedy  That  Opened  the  Tomb,  The,  by  Raymond  Hunter 
Brown.  25c.  A  Good  Friday-Easter  candlelight  service  of  mu- 
sic, poetry,  pictures  and  scriptures.  May  be  adapted  to  a  very 
simple  or  more  elaborate  presentation. 

Unlighled  Cross,  The,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1  act.  8  m., 
7  w.,  and  several  "bit"  parts.  1  hr.  Int.  35c.  10  or  more  copies 
must  be  purchased  for  permission  to  give  the  play.  A  powerful 
interpretation  of  the  mission  of  the  church  to  the  present  age. 
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Way  of  Life,  The,  by  Martha  Bayly.  1  act.  2  m.,  3  w.,  a  group 
of  young  people.  Ext.  30c,  $3  doz.  This  drama  has  for  its  in- 
spiration the  words  of  Matt.  27:35.  "And  they  crucified  him, 
and^parted  his  garments,  casting  lots;  that  it  might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet,  They  parted  my  garments 
among  them,  and  upon  my  vesture  did  they  cast  lots."  The  play 
is  quite  dramatic  and  needs  good  characterization,  but  it  is  not 
too  difficult  for  the  average  group  of  young  people.  No  curtain 
is  needed  and  a  garden  scene  is  the  only  setting  required. 

For  Intermediates  and  Children 

Boy  Who  Discovered  Easier,  The,  by  Elizabeth  McFadden.  2 
acts.  1  m.,  2  w.,  boy  of  twelve.  40  min.  Int.  35c.  Royalty  $5. 
Adapted  from  the  story,  The  Boy  Who  Discovered  the  Spring. 
Simple  home  interior.  The  story  tells  of  how  spring  comes  to  an 
orphan  boy  and  to  a  doctor  who  had  lost  his  faith  in  Easter. 

Chalice  and  the  Cup,  The,  by  Mary  S.  Edgar.  2  principals,  a 
choir  and  a  number  of  girls.  20-30  min.  50c.  A  vesper  service 
in  which  the  Church  tells  the  story  of  Easter  Day. 

Children  Hear  About  Easier,  The,  by  Frances  Hale  Underwood. 
1  scene.  9  boys,  8  girls,  25  min.  35c.  From  the  Foreword: 
"This  drama  is  a  simple  presentation  of  some  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment stories  in  a  manner  in  which  I  feel  a  group  of  children 
playing  together  and  expressing  themselves  in  their  own  way 
would  naturally  do  it." 

Children  of  Galilee,  by  Elizabeth  Edland.  10  children,  3  young 
people.  25c.  Scene  laid  along  the  shore  of  Galilee  shortly  after 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.  Children  tell  the  news  of  Jesus'  death 
to  one  of  their  number  who  has  been  away  and  they  listen  to 
the  experiences  of  three  strangers  whom  Jesus  had  helped.  All 
resolve  to  be  disciples  of  Jesus  and  to  help  bring  in  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

Darkness  and  Dawn,  by  Frederica  Lefevre  Bellamy.  3  epi- 
sodes, 3  m.,  3  w.,  10  children,  children's  chorus.  1  hr.  50c.  A 
mystery  play  for  Easter  Even.  The  story  of  the  crucifixion,  the 
entombment,  and  the  resurrection  as  viewed  by  some  children 
and   the   friends   of  Jesus. 

Why  Didn't  You  Tell?  by  Anita  B.  Ferris.  27  or  more  children, 
5  to  10  years  of  age.  30  min.  15c.  Nature's  children,  flowers  and 
animals,  try  to  tell  foreign  children  in  America  of  God's  love. 
When  they  cannot  make  them  understand,  the  Christian  children 
tell  the  story  of  the  resurrection. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


First  Virginia  in  Special  Session 

The  First  District  of  Virginia  met  in  special  session 
of  district  meeting  at  the  Central  church  in  Roanoke 
on  Jan.  1,  at  1:00  P.  M.  After  the  opening  prayer  by 
Bro.  A.  L.  Warner  of  Lynchburg  the  moderator,  Bro. 
C.  M.  Key,  called  upon  Bro.  J.  S.  Showalter  to  explain 
the  purpose  of  our  meeting.  Bro.  Showalter  had  been 
sent  by  our  district  to  the  special  meeting  of  Standing 
Committee  in  Chicago.  He  took  a  few  minutes  to  ex- 
plain that  the  purpose  of  our  meeting  was  to  consider 
the  matter  of  alternate  service  for  young  men  and  de- 
cide upon  ways  and  means  of  supporting  the  camps  that 
are  to  be  set  up. 

Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman  of  the  Advisory  Committee, 
who  had  been  invited  to  our  meeting,  interpreted  for 
us  the  attitude  that  our  church  has  always  taken  to- 
ward war  and  showed  that  the  principle  underlying 
pacifism  is  the  dignity  and  worth  of  each  human  soul. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  provision  was  made  under  the 
conscription  bill  for  those  conscientiously  opposed  to 
military  training  to  take  up  alternate  service  of  na- 
tional importance  under  civilian  control.  But  no  pro- 
vision was  made  to  finance  these  projects.  Therefore,  it 
is  up  to  the  church,  if  she  wants  to  maintain  her  paci- 
fist position,  to  provide  finance  for  the  time  being  at 
least,  for  these  camps.  Several  questions  were  asked 
and  very  helpfully  answered  by  Dr.  Bowman. 

We  were  all  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that  we 
are  challenged  by  our  government  to  prove  by  our 
deeds  that  we  believe  in  peace.  And,  if  we  do  not  live 
up  to  this  challenge  we  lose  our  influence  as  a  church 
which  has  believed  in  peace  for  200  years.  To  fail  now 
would  be  a  betrayal  of  the  trust  that  has  been  handed 


down  to  us.  The  amount  of  money  needed  to  launch 
this  project  is  $125,000.  This  is  a  little  less  than  75c  per 
member  of  the  entire  brotherhood. 

In  the  camps  that  will  be  organized  there  is  to  be  a 
limit  of  100  men  to  a  camp.  The  men  are  to  work  at 
some  type  of  soil  conservation  or  other  work  for  the 
public  good  for  eight  hours  a  day  for  five  days  a  week. 
Our  church  is  to  supply  leadership  for  the  camp.  The 
government  will  outline  the  work  to  be  done  and  in- 
spect the  results.  When  the  men  have  free  time  it  also 
is  under  the  control  of  our  church  and  appropriate  rec- 
reation, worship,  and  improvement  will  be  provided. 

After  the  discussion  period  the  report  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  was  read.  A  motion  was  made  and 
passed  that  we  approve  the  plan  of  Standing  Commit- 
tee and  take  steps  to  carry  it  out.  Eighteen  churches 
were  represented,  which  included  about  five  sixths  of 
our  total  membership.  A  motion  was  made  and  passed 
that  the  executive  committee  make  suggested  quotas  for 
the  churches  to  be  approved  by  the  Council  of  Boards 
and  immediately  presented  to  the  churches. 

C.  M.  Key,  Moderator. 

M.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 

E.  C.  Woodie,  Reader. 


From  the  Director  of  Bible  Classes.  Eastern  Maryland 

We  are  very  earnestly  asking  that  the  members  of 
our  church  in  Eastern  Maryland  read  the  Bible  daily, 
prayerfully  and  meditatively.  This  is  the  best  known 
way  to  permit  the  Lord  to  speak  to  us,  and  for  us  to 
talk  with  the  Lord  concerning  the  task  for  every  day. 
And  more  also,  it  will  help  us  in  our  part  in  the  salva- 
tion of  our  fellow  men. 

The  greatest  Bible  readers  and  teachers  of  today,  as 
well  as  of  all  ages,  acknowledge  that  this  method  has 
always  won  success.  They  were  willing  and  persistent 
in  rising  early  in  order  to  find  time  to  read  prayerfully 
the  Word  each  morning.  Dr.  Howard  Kelly,  a  great  doc- 
tor, scientist  and  teacher  of  the  Bible,  attributes  all  he 
has  accomplished  and  his  knowledge  of  God's  Word  to 
such  persistency. 

General  Lee  wrote,  "The  Bible  takes  the  place  of  all 
other  books,  but  cannot  be  replaced  by  any  other." 

President  John  Quincy  Adams  asked  his  son  to  "read 
prayerfully  one  chapter  or  more  each  day,  and  that  the 
merciful  Creator  who  gave  the  Scriptures  for  our  in- 
struction bless  your  study  of  them,  and  make  them  to 
you  fruitful  of  good  works." 

Let  us  pray  that  we  all  may  be  rich  in  grace,  and  that 
many  may  be  saved  for  Christ  and  the  church  in  1941. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Mrs.  S.  L.  Brumbaugh. 


Loss  and  Gain  for  1940 

For  the  past  year  I  have  kept  a  record  of  the  Gains 
for  the  Kingdom.  I  have  found  that  5,827  were  bap- 
tized; last  year  the  number  was  5,902.  Deaths  reported 
in  the  Messenger  were  1,170.  Of  this  number  forty-six 
were  elders  and  eighty-two  were  deacons.  Death  oc- 
curred at  every  age  from  infancy  to  101  years,  except 
at  ages  8,  10,  11,  13,  25,  98  and  100  years,  for  which  none 
reported.  At  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  there 
were  forty-nine  deaths;  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years, 
fifty-one  deaths;  at  the  age  of  101  years,  two  deaths. 
Some  day  we  all  must  answer  that  call. 

The  names  of  elders  dying  as  reported  in  the  Messen- 
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ger  were  as  follows:  Albert  W.  Harrold,  M.  J.  Kline, 
Charles  Edward  Judy,  David  Hamm,  Lewis  L.  Paul,  C. 

D.  Hylton,  Israel  R.  Young,  J.  A.  Miller,  W.  E.  Kohne, 
Jacob  Heller,  George  Michael  Throne,  Amos  Joseph 
Nickey,  D.  H.  Keller,  Samuel  S.  Heller,  David  Bowman 
Eby,  Lloyd  Liston,  William  Minnich,  P.  L.  Fike,  Jesse  D. 
Clarke,  Abram  A.  Weaver,  Emanuel  J.  Miller,  George 
W.  Clemens,  John  S.  Hershberger,  Daniel  S.  Wade,  John 
Emery  Morphew,  Charles  D.  Cassel,  David  Strayer, 
Samuel  D.  Hartranft,  George  D.  Sonafrank,  Clayton 
Bucher,  John  Riley  Pitzer,  William  McCann,  Alban  Fel- 
ler Kinzie,  John  Edward  Bryant,  Edward  Miller,  Lewis 
James  Hulse,  William  Hess,  H.  S.  Replogle,  George  C. 
Carl,  C.  M.  Hicks,  James  Lehman  Thomas,  John  A. 
Pentz,  J.  W.  Lewis,  Daugherty  Watts,  Robert  F.  Hiner, 

E.  S.  Fox. 

York,  Pa.  Joel  N.  Myers. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Bresiel-Rusf.— By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  21,  1940,  at  the  Gratis 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Ray  Brestel  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
Fern  Rust  of  Gratis,  Ohio. — Glenn  Rust,  West  Manchester,  Ohio. 

Claussen-Ward. — On  Nov.  3,  1940,  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren parsonage,  at  Fruitland,  Idaho,  Ira  James  Claussen  and  Merle 
Ward,  both  of  Payette.— Walter  S.  Coffman,  Fruitland,  Idaho. 

Dell-Tilion. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  South  Beatrice  church 
parsonage,  Dec.  20,  1940,  Marion  E.  Dell  of  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  and 
Audrey  B.  Tilton  of  Belleville,  Kans.— Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmes- 
ville,  Nebr. 

Glasco-Kennedy.— Dec.  24,  in  the  Second  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, South  Bend,  Ind.,  Harris  Glasco  and  Gertrude  Ann  Kennedy, 
both  of  South  Bend. — Edward  Stump,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Hogg-Bowman. — At  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  Stanley  Hogg 
and  Ethel  Bowman,  both  of  New  Madison,  Ohio,  Dec.  14,  1940. — 
Glenn  Rust,  West  Manchester,   Ohio. 

Markey-Albright. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  residence,  Rich- 
ard David  Markey  and  Marcella  Mae  Albright,  both  of  York,  Pa., 
Dec.  24,   1940.— J.  L.  Miller,  York,  Pa. 

Markey-FUmore. — Kenneth  John  Markey  of  York,  Pa.,  and  Ma- 
bel Elizabeth  Filmore  of  Wrightsville,  Pa.,  May  25,  1940,  by  the 
undersigned,  at  his  residence. — J.  L.  Miller,  York,  Pa. 

Miller-Eikenberry. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Harris  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  Dale  W.  Miller,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Earl 
Miller,  and  Lois  Echo  Eikenberry,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
John   Eikenberry. — Theo.  R.  Eley,  Union  City,   Ind. 

Stambaugh-Berkey.— By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Shade  Creek 
parsonage,  in  November,  1940,  Samuel  F.  Stambaugh  of  Alum 
Bank,  Pa.,  and  Ada  Lucile  Berkey,  also  of  Alum  Bank,  Pa. — 
John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 

Stech-Hart. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  Dec.  27,  1940,  Kenneth  H.  Stech  and  Deloris  C.  Hart, 
both  of  near  Huntington,  Ind.— W.  C.  Stinebaugh,  Huntington, 
Ind. 

Wiley-Alexander. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents.  Brother  and  Sister  C.  F.  Alexander,  of  Mankato, 
Kans.,  Albert  Wiley  of  De  Soto,  Kans.,  and  Ruth  Alexander.— 
S.   E.  Thompson,   Burr  Oak,   Kans. 

Wood-Chaloupka.— By  C.  C.  Bell,  June  13,  1940,  at  Alexandria, 
Va.,  Bruce  Wood  and  Clara  Chaloupka,  both  of  Yale,  Iowa. — 
Bruce  Wood,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Allen,  Mrs.  Catherine,  widow  of  Joseph  Allen,  died  in  the  home 
-where  she  had  lived  many  years,  Dec.  31,  1940,  aged  69  years. 
In  her  last  days  her  sons  and  daughter  cared  for  her  wants. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Sidney  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
eighteen  years  but  for  a  number  of  years  was  not  able  to  attend 
its  services.  Her  husband,  also  a  member  of  the  church,  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  in  1939.  She  leaves  three  sons,  one  daughter, 
four  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Dearth  funeral  home  by  the  writer,  pas- 
tor of  the  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Graceland  cemetery. — S.  S. 
Blough,   Sidney,   Ohio. 

Angle,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Eller,  wife  of  John  Henry  Angle,  died 


at  her  home  at  Wirtz,  Va.,  on  Sept.  15,  1940,  at  the  age  of  82 
years,  following  an  extended  illness.  She  was  born  in  Franklin 
County.  Va.,  Dec.  1,  1857,  and  was  married  on  Dec.  12,  1887.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  early 
girlhood.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  seven  children,  thirty-one 
grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  one  sister  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Brick  church  by  Breth- 
ren J.  B.  Peters,  K.  P.  Flora  and  John  Montgomery.  Burial  was 
in  the  Angle  cemetery  near  her  home. — Sylvia  Angle,  Rocky 
Mount,  Va. 

Bechtel,  Sister  Barbara,  wife  of  the  late  John  Bechtel,  died  at 
her  home  near  East  Berlin  on  Dec.  5,  1940,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
ness. She  was  aged  80  years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her  life  was  characterized  by  a  deep 
devotion  to  spiritual  things  and  a  great  interest  in  the  church. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  three  sons,  one  brother  and 
fifteen  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  East 
Berlin  church  by  Elders  J.  M.  Danner  and  W.  G.  Group.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mummerts  cemetery. — Bertha  E.  Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Boganrief.  Ida  W.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Jane  Knouse,  was 
born  in  Kendalltown,  Wis.,  June  3,  1872.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Harry  Boganrief  on  Feb.  19,  1889.  He  passed  away  twelve 
years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  three  children,  two  sisters,  two 
brothers,  ten  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchildren.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Lena  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the 
Louisa  cemetery  near  Lena. — J.  F.  Burton,  Lena,  111. 

Bosserman,  Ida  Estelle,  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Vey,  was  born  at  Williamstown,  Ohio,  July  9,  1870,  and  died  Dec. 
10,  1940.  She  grew  to  womanhood  in  the  vicinity  of  Williams- 
town.  On  April  20,  1889,  she  was  married  to  W.  O.  Bosserman. 
The  three  children  and  the  husband  survive;  also  ten  grandchil- 
dren and  two  great-grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister. 
She  is  the  first  one  to  leave  this  family  circle  in  fifty  years. 
Forty-six  years  ago  Brother  and  Sister  Bosserman  became  mem- 
bers of  the  Eagle  Creek  church.  One  of  the  dominant  purposes 
of  Sister  Bosserman's  life  was  to  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge 
of  the  truth.  For  the  past  seven  months  her  place  was  vacant 
in  the  public  services  because  of  her  serious  illness.  Her  faith- 
fulness will  continue  to  be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Eagle  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
charge  of  the  pastor. — Jesse  J.  Anglemeyer,  Williamstown,  Ohio. 

Brinson,  Maggie,  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Lillie  Shoemaker,  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  where  she  resided  most  of  her 
life.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  life. 
She  was  married  to  Roy  Brinson.  She  died  in  the  Ball  Memorial 
hospital  in  Muncie  on  Dec.  15  at  the  age  of  57  years.  Surviving 
are  the  husband,  two  sons,  an  aged  father,  one  sister  and  one 
grandson.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Union  Grove 
church  in  charge  of  the  writer. — J.  Andrew  Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Dabbs,  Theodore  R.,  was  born  March  31,  1912,  at  Johnstown, 
Pa.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Lavina  Eggesson  Dabbs. 
Theodore  attended  the  public  schools  of  Johnstown  and  the  Sun- 
day school  of  the  Roxbury  church.  He  was  baptized  on  Feb.  28, 
1926.  He  married  Josephine  Michelbacher,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children.  Theodore  worked  in  the  mines  for 
nine  years,  during  which  time  he  contracted  miner's  tubercu- 
losis. Upon  learning  of  the  disease  which  had  fastened  itself 
upon  him,  Theodore  underwent  hospitalization  and  later  medical 
treatment  in  his  home.  But  his  lungs  had  already  disintegrated 
to  such  a  degree  that  medical  science  could  not  restore  him  to 
health  or  even  save  his  life.  The  end  of  his  suffering  came  on 
Sept.  17,  1904.  The  funeral  service  was  held  in  the  Roxbury 
church  with  the  writer  in  charge  of  the  largely  attended  service. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Hetrick  cemetery. — Lewis  H.  Brumbaugh, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Dishong.  Mrs.  Samantha  Packer,  aged  78  years,  died  on  Dec.  11, 
1940,  after  a  lingering  illness  in  the  home  of  her  son,  Edward 
Packer.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
sixty  years.  The  anointing  and  communion  were  received  by 
her  in  the  home  with  satisfaction.  The  son  and  daughter-in-law 
did  all  that  could  be  done  to  make  her  last  days  comfortable. 
She  also  leaves  two  brothers,  one  sister  and  four  grandsons. 
Burial  was  in  the  Graceland  cemetery.  Services  were  conducted 
by  the  writer. — S.  S.  Blough,  Sidney,   Ohio. 

Gardner,  William  Sylvester,  son  of  David  and  Betsy  Ann  Gard- 
ner, was  born  near  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Sept.  18,  1851,  and  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  near  Maxwell,  Iowa,  Dec.  26, 
1940.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Jasper  County,  Iowa,  in  1863. 
On  May  24,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Ann 
Tomlinson.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  of  whom 
two  daughters  and  three  sons  survive.  He  joined  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  writer  from  the  Peoria  Methodist  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  Peoria  cemetery. — Ralph  W.  Quakenbush, 
Maxwell,  Iowa. 

Greiner,  Myrtle  Carey,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Carey, 
was  born  in  Onekama,  Mich.,  July  25,  1890,  and  died  on  Dec.  29, 
1940.  Myrtle  spent  her  girlhood  days  in  this  community.  She 
was  a  charter  member  of  the  Onekama  church,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  1908.  She  left  for  the  West  in  the  early  part  of  1927, 
and  on  Nov.  20,  1928,  married  Henry  Greiner  of  Grass  Range, 
Mont.  Returning  to  visit  her  parents,  she  was  within  twenty- 
five  miles  of  her  home  when  she  met  with  an  automobile  acci- 
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dent  that  caused  instant  death.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  a 
daughter,  her  parents,  four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Notified  of 
her  death,  her  husband  came  by  airplane  from  his  Montana  home. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer. — J.  Edson  Ulery, 
Onekama,  Mich. 

Holsinger,  Sister  Minnie,  born  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  on 
Sept.  21,  1866,  died  at  the  home  of  her  niece  at  Roaring  Spring, 
Pa.,  on  Dec.  29,  1940.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Levi  H.  and  Esther 
Ober  Biddle.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  she  united  with  the 
church  at  New  Enterprise.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bro. 
Jacob  P.  Holsinger  on  Nov.  14,  1887.  They  made  their  home  in 
Mt.  Morris,  111.,  for  forty  years.  After  Bro.  Holsinger's  death 
nine  years  ago,  she  went  to  Pennsylvania  to  live  with  her  niece. 
Sister  Holsinger  was  a  devout  Christian  woman.  Her  home  was 
always  open  to  entertain  ministers,  young  people  and  strangers. 
In  her  last  years  she  spent  much  of  her  time  visiting  those  who 
were  shut  in  on  account  of  infirmities.  She  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  a  granddaughter,  and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Roaring  Spring  church  in  charge  of  Pastor  T.  F.  Henry, 
assisted  by  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman  of  Martinsburg.  Interment  was 
in  the  Holsinger  cemetery.  Bakers  Summit,  Pa. — Lena  M.  Hoover, 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Holsopple,  Elvie  Johns,  wife  of  Leslie  Holsopple  of  Windber, 
Pa.,  was  born  April  4,  1875,  and  died  Dec.  21,  1940.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Moses  K.  and  Anna  Thomas  Johns.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  five  sons  and  three  daughters;  also 
twenty-four  grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchildren.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  October,  1910.  She 
was  a  kind,  loving  mother  in  her  own  home,  and  ministered  in 
many  homes  in  the  community  at  times  of  sickness.  Many  were 
the  hours  she  spent  quilting  for  the  ladies'  aid.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  John  F.  Graham. — Mrs. 
John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 

Isgrig,  Charles,  was  the  son  of  Wm.  Henry  and  Barbara  Miller 
Isgrig.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Eaton,  and  lived  practically 
all  of  his  life  on  or  near  this  farm.  He  was  married  to  May  Shoe- 
maker, and  to  them  were  born  five  daughters  and  one  son.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  young.  He  died 
in  the  home  of  the  son  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  Dec.  12,  1940,  at  the 
age  of  68  years.  Besides  the  widow  and  children,  he  leaves  four 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Union  Grove  church 
in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted  by  Pastor  I.  D.  Snavely. — J.  An- 
drew Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Kiracofe,  Virginia  Miller,  wife  of  John  S.  Kiracofe,  of  near 
Mt.  Solon,  Va.,  died  at  her  home  on  Nov.  24,  1940,  following  an 
illness  of  three  months.  She  was  born  June  27,  1861,  at  Beaver 
Creek,  Va.  A  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years,  she  attended  church  regularly  when  able  to  do  so. 
Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  three  stepsons,  one  step- 
daughter and  thirteen  step-grandchildren.  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe 
of  Lima,  Ohio,  was  a  step-grandson  of  the  deceased.  Funeral 
services  were  held  on  Nov.  26,  at  the  Sangerville  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  with  Bro.  A.  S.  Thomas  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro. 
J.  M.  Foster.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Vallie 
M.  Kiracofe,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Lane,  Eliza  Jane,  widow  of  James  P.  Lane,  was  born  June  11, 
1856,  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  departed  this  life  Dec.  25, 
1940,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Perry  Guthrie,  of  Coke- 
burg,  Pa.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  eight 
are  still  living.  Thirty-four  grandchildren,  ten  great-grandchil- 
dren and  one  brother  also  survive.  For  many  years  she  and  her 
husband  were  staunch  members  of  the  Ten  Mile  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter at  Cokeburg,  by  Rev.  O.  W.  Bolton  of  the  Methodist  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  United  Brethren  cemetery  at  Pigeon  Creek. 
— G.  L.  Baker,  Marianna,  Pa. 

Laughman.  Bro.  Charles,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  near  East 
Berlin,  Nov.  29,  1940,  aged  66  years.  Death  was  due  to  a  heart 
condition.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
many  years.  Surviving  are  his  widow,  three  children,  one  sister 
and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Mummerts  meetinghouse  by  Eld.  J.  M.  Danner  and  Bro.  Paul 
Miller.  Burial  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— Bertha  E. 
Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Mansfield,  Lucy,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lydia  Hinkle  Schaff- 
ner,  was  born  at  Connersville,  Ind.,  July  2,  1869.  She  was  one  of 
a  family  of  ten  children.  She  was  thrice  married — to  William 
Whorley,  to  Bennie  Cross,  and  to  Andrew  Mansfield,  who  sur- 
vives. She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
about  forty  years,  having  her  membership  in  the  Muncie  church 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  was  confined  to  her  bed  for  more 
than  a  year  and  suffered  a  great  deal.  Besides  the  husband 
and  one  daughter,  three  brothers  survive.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Muncie  church  in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Otis  R.  Bayer,  pastor  of  the  Pentecostal  church. — J.  Andrew 
Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Mellinger,  Sister  Maggie  Brindle,  passed  away  at  her  home  on 
Sept.  22,  1940,  in  Cummingstown,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  91  years. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Huntsdale  church.  She  was 
confined  to  her  home  for  many  years.  Surviving  are  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
home  by  Pastor  Otho  J.  Hassinger.  Interment  was  in  the  Center- 
ville  cemetery  .—Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arkansas 

Springdale. — We  met  in  the  home  of  Bro.  Leander  Smith  for  a 
fellowship  dinner  and  business  meeting.  Three  letters  of  mem- 
bership were  read  and  accepted.  This  makes  a  total  member- 
ship of  fifteen.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  Bro.  Lean- 
der Smith,  elder;  Sister  Lula  Brubaker,  clerk;  G.  G.  John,  treas- 
urer; W.  H.  Farris,  trustee;  Sister  W.  R.  Brubaker,  Messenger 
agent;  Sister  W.  H.  Farris,  correspondent.  We  voted  to  have  all 
of  our  families  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger.  As  yet  we  are  few 
in  number,  but  are  in  the  midst  of  an  overripe  harvest  field. 
Our  ladies'  aid  is  very  active  and  is  doing  good  work.  We  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  us. — Mrs.  W.  H.  Farris, 
Springdale,  Ark,,  Jan.  3. 

California 
Empire. — Our  attendance  has  decreased  recently  because  of  an 
influenza  epidemic.  We  have  decided  to  proceed  with  the  new 
building  project  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits.  Bro.  C.  H. 
Deardorff  will  supervise  the  work,  with  H.  R.  Livingston  and 
James  Raeger  as  head  carpenters.  Bro.  Deardorff  conducted  a 
ground-breaking  ceremony  on  Dec.  22.  Trees  were  planted  sev- 
eral years  ago  around  the  new  grounds,  located  on  the  highway. 
Bro.  Deardorff  preached  for  us  each  night  during  the  first  week 
of  December.  Meetings  for  the  second  week  were  recalled  be- 
cause of  sickness.  Communion  services  were  held  on  Dec.  16. 
Our  active  group  of  young  people  gave  a  Christmas  program  on 
the  twenty-second  and  sponsored  a  New  Year's  Eve  watch  party 
for  the  church.  The  annual  Thanksgiving  dinner  was  held  on 
Nov.  28,  with  a  large  attendance.  The  district  officers  of  the 
women's  work  were  here  on  Nov.  26.  Bro.  Truman  Northup,  stu- 
dent minister  of  La  Verne  College  but  formerly  from  Empire, 
preached  on  Nov.  3  while  our  pastor  was  absent  in  a  revival 
meeting.  Sister  Martha  Shick  was  also  with  us  at  that  time,  giv- 
ing several  talks  and  visiting  in  the  homes. — Pearl  Kappler,  Em- 
pire, Calif.,  Jan.  2. 

Colorado 

Denver. — We  met  in  council  on  Dec.  4,  at  which  time  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected:  elder,  H.  C.  Long;  clerk,  Mrs.  Hazel 
Hardman;  treasurer,  Clyde  Harris,  Messenger  agent,  Elgin  Fox. 
Mrs.  Oliver  Austin,  who,  with  her  husband,  is  spending  some 
months  in  Denver,  has  consented  to  direct  our  choir.  Our  Sun- 
day school,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Harold  Fasnacht,  is  mak- 
ing notable  progress.  Mrs.  Ruth  Fasnacht  superintends  the  pri- 
mary department  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Stinnette  the  junior  department. 
Miss  Zelma  Dove  coached  a  Christmas  play  which  was  given  by 
the  young  people  on  Dec.  22.  We  have  a  fine  group  of  young  peo- 
ple. Two  of  our  young  men  were  recently  licensed  to  preach. 
They  are  Don  Swerdfeger,  who  is  attending  Denver  University, 
and  Harry  Reeves,  who  is  a  freshman  in  McPherson  College.  We 
greatly  appreciate  the  splendid  sermons  preached  by  Pastor  John 
S.  Whiteneck  each  Sunday.  His  life  among  us  is  an  inspiration 
to  better  and  nobler  living. — Agnes  E.  Stinnette,  Denver,  Colo., 
Jan.  7. 

Idaho 

Fruitland. — Our  congregation  is  planning  a  two-weeks  evangel- 
istic meeting  beginning  Feb.  3.  The  evangelist  is  Bro.  A.  C.  Mil- 
ler of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Before  Christmas  the  Adelphia  class 
had  an  enjoyable  evening  by  combining  carol  singing  with  a 
progressive  party,  stopping  for  refreshments  in  several  different 
homes.  Recently  the  men's  group  added  a  bit  of  improvement 
to  the  church  property  by  graveling  the  drive  and  setting  out  a 
row  of  hedge.  Sometime  ago  the  Fidelis  class  celebrated  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  its  organization.  Like  similar  or- 
ganizations, the  members  have  scattered  far  and  wide  and  new 
contacts  are  being  made  constantly.  The  church  will  keenly  feel 
the  loss  of  a  faithful,  loyal  servant  in  the  passing  of  Sister  Sadie 
L.  Shank. — Reina  Jenks,  Fruitland,  Idaho. 

Illinois 

Batavia. — We  are  happy  to  tell  you  that  our  little  band  of  aid 
workers  has  a  balance  sheet  to  be  proud  of.  The  original  mem- 
bership of  eight  active  workers  has  almost  trebled  during  the 
past  few  months.  Many  of  these  new  members  are  enthusiastic 
young  women  and  have  given  us  renewed  courage  to  meet  the 
tasks  of  the  coming  year.  Together  we  launched  such  a  success- 
ful Christmas  bazaar  that  we  realized  a  profit  of  $65.  This,  added 
to  the  sum  of  our  other  projects,  netted  us  a  total  of  $230  or 
more,  which  was  turned  into  the  church  treasury.  Our  secre- 
tary-treasurer, Mrs.  Wallace  Stuttle,  gave  us  strips  of  paper  a 
foot  long,  with  convenient  slots  cut  into  them  for  receiving 
pennies,  nickles,  dimes  and  quarters.  We  were  instructed  to  fill 
these  and  return  them  at  the  holiday  meeting.  The  result  was 
a  very  pleasant  surprise  to  our  sponsor.  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you 
that  one  of  our  most  beloved  aid  members,  Mrs.  Harry  White,  is 
very  ill.  Will  you  pray  for  her  that  her  suffering  may  be  re- 
lieved? At  a  recent  Sunday  service  we  witnessed  a  beautiful  and 
impressive  dedication  service  for  babies. — Mrs.  J.  C.  Norman, 
Batavia,  111.,  Jan.  4. 

Freeport. — The   Thanksgiving   service    on   Nov.    17   was   on   the 
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order  of  a  home-coming  meeting,  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. 
The  choir  gave  the  afternoon  program.  We  were  happy  to  have 
the  Henry  Pederson  family  of  Chicago  with  us.  There  were  also 
visitors  from  adjoining  churches.  On  Oct.  11  five  of  our  women 
attended  the  women's  rally  at  Naperville.  On  Nov.  10  a  peace 
program  was  given  by  the  young  people.  The  Gospel  Four  of  the 
St.  Paul's  Baptist  church  of  our  city  gave  a  program  on  Dec.  1. 
The  Sunday-school  children  gave  their  Christmas  program  on 
Dec.  22.  The  white  gift  service  was  also  sponsored  at  this  time. 
In  the  evening  the  pageant.  The  Lost  Christmas,  was  presented. 
We  were  sorry  to  have  Bro.  Royal  Renner  and  family  move  away 
last  September.  Sister  Renner  was  superintendent  of  our  junior 
department  for  a  number  of  years.  Some  new  members  have 
moved  into  our  midst,  for  which  we  are  thankful.  The  work  at 
Freeport  is  progressing  nicely.  We  are  eager  to  get  in  touch  with 
new  members  moving  into  our  city.  Anyone  having  friends  or 
relatives  moving  here  should  write  to  Bro.  Clarence  Fike,  775 
W.  Pleasant  St.,  Freeport,  111.,  or  the  writer. — Mrs.  Laura  Le- 
Baron,  Freeport,  111.,  Jan.  6. 

Indiana 
Buck  Creek. — The  reception  given  our  pastor  and  wife  on  Oct. 
29  was  well  attended.  Our  elder  and  wife  of  Anderson  were 
present  and  the  Anderson  quartet  sang  two  inspirational  hymns. 
Also  an  aged  couple,  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  Bowman,  sang 
for  us.  A  bountiful  meal  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Several  spoke 
briefly  of  the  present  outlook,  and  the  fine  spirit  with  which  the 
work  has  begun.  On  Nov.  10  twelve  children  and  their  parents 
were  consecrated  to  the  great  aims  and  ends  of  the  kingdom. 
This  was  the  first  service  of  its  kind  in  our  church.  On  Nov.  24 
an  all-day  harvest  meeting  was  enjoyed,  with  a  sermon  by  the 
pastor.  The  large  display  of  fruits,  vegetables,  grains,  nuts  and 
flowers  certified  God's  promise  about  the  return  of  seedtime  and 
harvest.  In  the  afternoon  the  Bowman  brothers  from  Hagers- 
town  sang  two  duets.  Eld.  A.  D.  Bowman  and  wife  also  sang 
a  special  number,  after  which  Bro.  D.  W.  Bowman  from  Anderson 
preached  one  of  his  acceptable  messages.  Bro.  Marshall  of  An- 
derson favored  us  with  a  solo  at  the  close.  An  offering  was 
lifted  for  home  missions.  At  our  business  meeting  convening  on 
Dec.  14  officers  were  elected  as  follows:  elder,  D.  W.  Bowman; 
clerk,  Paul  Cortney;  Messenger  agent.  Ella  Bowman;  correspond- 
ent, the  undersigned.  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller  from  Muncie  was  present 
to  assist  in  the  installation  of  Sister  Margaret  Replogle  in  the 
deacon's  office.  There  is  a  growing  interest  in  the  work  here,  as 
evidenced  by  increased  attendance  at  the  church,  Sunday  school 
and  evening  services.  Special  Bible  Sunday  was  observed  on 
Dec.  8.  On  Dec.  29  Bro.  A.  C.  Priddy  celebrated  his  thirty-ninth 
year  in  the  ministry  by  preaching  at  the  morning  service.  The 
ladies'  aid  met  on  New  Year's  Day  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Peters  with  twenty-two  in  attendance.  A  very  interest- 
ing program  was  conducted  in  the  morning  by  our  president. 
Sister  Mollie  Dierdorf.  In  the  afternoon  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year. — Ella  Oxley,  Blountsville,  Ind.,  Jan.  3. 

Middlexown. — Bro.  E.  L.  McCullough  preached  for  us  on  Jan.  5. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely.  On  the  Sunday  before 
Christmas  there  were  seventy-two  present,  and  the  offering  was 
$4.03.  Bro.  O.  H.  Zirkle  and  Bro.  McCullough  conducted  installa- 
tion services  for  the  officers. — Florida  J.  E.  Green,  Middletown, 
Ind.,  Jan.  6. 

Iowa 

Prairie  Cily. — Interest  and  attendance  have  been  good.  Bro. 
W.  Earl  Breon  spoke  at  a  morning  service  in  October  in  the  in- 
terest of  McPherson  College.  We  observed  harvest  Sunday  in 
October  and  the  love  feast  on  Oct.  20.  Thanksgiving  services 
were  held  on  Nov.  28.  Quarterly  council  was  held  on  Dec.  1  after 
a  basket  dinner.  Bro.  Earl  Frantz  of  Grundy  Center  was  guest 
speaker  at  our  father  and  son  banquet  on  Dec.  3.  Several  of 
our  men  attended  the  men's  work  rally  at  Fernald,  Iowa.  A 
Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  Sunday  school  on  Dec.  22, 
after  which  there  was  a  white  gift  presentation  for  needy  fam- 
ilies. The  carol  singers  called  at  a  number  of  homes  during  the 
evening.  We  are  again  putting  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  every 
home.  Our  women's  work  council  has  been  meeting  every  two 
weeks  with  all-day  meetings.  Our  annual  chicken  supper  with 
bazaar  was  held  in  October.  Relief  offerings  were  taken  at  our 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  aid  meetings.  The  men's  organi- 
zation held  a  community  donation  sale  in  December  with  the 
ladies  serving  the  dinner  at  the  church. — Mrs.  Gail  Timmons, 
Prairie  City,  Iowa,  Jan.  8. 

Kansas 

Buckeye. — Bro.  Ralph  Rarick  was  with  us  in  a  series  of  meet- 
ings from  Dec.  4  to  18.  The  last  week  of  this  time  was  a  period 
of  bad  weather  and  muddy  roads  which  prevented  normal  at- 
tendance. Bro.  Rarick's  messages  in  sermon  and  song  were 
greatly  appreciated.  The  Sunday  school  sponsored  a  gift  serv- 
ice at  Christmas  time.  A  box  of  gifts  was  sent  to  the  Kansas 
Children's  Home  and  Service  League,  and  an  offering  of  ten  dol- 
lars was  sent  to  Elgin  for  relief  work.  Shingles  have  been  pur- 
chased for  the  church.  We  hope  to  place  the  Gospel  Messenger 
in  the  home  of  every  member  in  1941. — Mrs.  S.  R.  Merkey,  Abi- 
lene, Kans.,  Jan.  3. 

Gravel  Hill. — One  hundred  seventy-three  people  attended  the 
church  wedding  of  Sister  Carolyn  Hawkinson,  president  of  the 


B.  Y.  P.  D.,  and  Robert  Winterchied  on  Jan.  5,  with  Bro.  R.  E. 
Loshbaugh  of  Fredonia  officiating.  Bro.  Loshbaugh  preached  the 
morning  sermon  preceding  the  ceremony.  Bro.  George  Howdy- 
shell  of  Fredonia  preaches  for  us  every  first  and  third  Sunday. 
The  young  people  gave  a  play,  Such  As  I  Have,  and  a  candle- 
lighting  service  at  the  harvest  festival  offering  on  Nov.  21.  At 
Christmas  a  program  of  music,  readings  and  a  pageant  was 
given.  The  ladies'  aid  made  $30  on  their  Christmas  bazaars  at 
Gridley  and  Lamont.  The  Pioneer  girls  sang  carols  on  Christmas 
Eve  at  fifteen  homes,  while  the  young  people  sang  at  about  the 
same  number  of  other  places.  Both  groups  met  later  at  the  home 
of  John  Isch,  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  teacher  of  the 
young  people.  The  junior  mission  project  will  get  under  way  on 
Jan.  12  with  a  Chinese  dinner.  The  intermediate  girls,  under  the 
direction  of  Clara  Kaufman,  will  have  charge  of  the  project. — 
Clara  Kaufman,  Gridley,  Kans.,  Jan.  6. 

Maryland 
Baltimore,  First. — Bro.  Paul  M.  Robinson  of  Hagerstown  con- 
ducted evangelistic  services  for  one  week  early  in  December. 
The  services  were  followed  by  visitations  by  personal  workers. 
Six  persons  have  been  received  into  membership  by  baptism. 
Our  congregation  was  one  of  thirty-six  churches  in  the  city 
which  participated  in  the  training  conferences  for  personal 
evangelism  conducted  by  the  National  Christian  Mission.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  pageant,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  during 
the  Christmas  season.  Sunrise  services  on  Christmas  morning 
were  sponsored  by  the  young  people  of  the  church.  Special 
Christmas  offerings  amounting  to  $37  were  given  for  missions 
and  relief.  The  women's  Bible  class  raised  $42  from  the  sale  of 
Christmas  cards.  The  work  of  the  new  year  is  starting  actively. 
The  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  will  meet  on  Jan.  8  at 
a  fellowship  supper  to  report  their  plans  for  the  coming  year. 
The  Frontier  girls  have  met  every  third  Saturday  continuously 
for  the  past  eight  years. — M.  Mildred  Wolf,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Jan.  7. 

Michigan 

Onekama. — We  met  in  council  on  New  Year's  Eve.  Brother 
and  Sister  J.  Edson  Ulery,  who  were  away  in  evangelistic  work 
the  early  part  of  the  winter,  returned  on  Dec.  18.  Brother  and 
Sister  Galen  E.  Barkdoll  and  Brother  and  Sister  Lloyd  S.  Bliek- 
enstaff  of  Copemish,  Mich.,  were  with  us  in  our  love  feast  on 
Oct.  16.  Brethren  Dan  Deal  and  John  Joseph,  Jr.,  were  chosen 
as  deacons.  They  will  be  installed  at  our  March  council.  Brother 
and  Sister  Ulery  will  leave  on  Jan.  4  and  will  be  gone  until 
March.  We  miss  them  in  their  absence  but  pray  the  Lord  will 
bless  their  efforts.  Our  number  is  small  during  the  winter  but 
the  attendance  is  quite  regular.  Some  of  our  members  were 
home  during  the  holiday  vacation.  Our  hearts  were  saddened 
by  an  automobile  accident  in  which  one  was  killed  and  three 
were  injured.  We  greatly  sympathize  with  the  sorrowing  family. 
— Mrs.  J.  E.  Joseph,  Onekama,  Mich.,  Jan.  2. 

Nebraska 

Enders.— On  Nov.  17  the  young  people  from  Haxtun,  Colo.,  gave 
a  splendid  program  of  sacred  music.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  the 
Christmas  cantata.  Music  of  Bethlehem,  in  Enders  on  Dec.  22; 
they  sang  at  the  Pilgrim  Holiness  church  on  Dec.  15;  at  Crete  on 
Christmas  Eve  and  at  Hamlet  on  New  Year's  Eve.  The  Champion 
church  brought  us  their  Christmas  cantata  on  Dec.  29.  At  the 
business  meeting  in  December  officers  were  elected  and  plans 
were  presented  for  the  coming  year.  The  young  people  have 
adopted  for  their  slogan,  Nothing  shall  be  impossible  unto  us. 
On  New  Year's  Day  a  large  group  of  men  began  work  on  the 
building  of  a  balcony  providing  extra  classrooms  and  auditorium 
space.  A  bounteous  meal  was  served  in  the  basement  at  noon. 
On  the  three  days  following  the  ladies  took  turns  serving  dinner 
to  the  volunteer  workers.  On  Jan.  5  we  were  happy  to  hold  the 
first  classes  in  the  new  balcony. — Vesta  Wine,  Imperial,  Nebr., 
Jan.  6. 

Ohio 

Lower  Stillwater. — Our  love  feast,  which  was  held  on  Nov.  2, 
was  very  well  attended.  Bro.  J.  Homer  Bright  officiated.  On 
Sunday  morning  Sister  Bright  gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the 
children,  and  Bro.  Bright  preached  a  very  inspiring  sermon.  We 
have  had  good  attendance  in  our  Sunday  school.  The  children's 
department  gave  a  short  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22.  The  aid  society  gave  baskets  of  groceries  and  clothing 
to  those  in  need  in  our  community.  They  also  adopted  a  family 
as  recipients  of  Christmas  gifts  and  cheer.  We  are  planning  to 
have  seventy-five  per  cent  of  our  members  take  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger in  the  coming  year.— Mrs.  Orpha  D.  Engle,  Clayton,  Ohio, 
Dec.  30. 

Salem. — Since  our  last  report  five  have  been  baptized.  On 
Nov.  9  our  church  enjoyed  a  very  spiritual  love  feast  with  Bro. 
Omer  Maphis  from  Elgin  officiating.  The  following  morning 
Sister  Minnie  Bright  talked  to  the  children  and  Bro.  Maphis 
preached.  On  Nov.  26  we  held  our  members'  meeting,  at  which 
all  church  officers  were  elected.  Bro.  E.  E.  Brumbaugh  was 
elected  elder.  Two  weeks  later  we  had  a  called  meeting  and 
elected  two  deacons  and  a  minister.  The  deacons  are  Clarence 
Kindell  and  Willard  Spitler,  and  the  minister,  Jerry  Gibboney. 
The  installation  and  consecration  service  was  held  on  the  follow- 
ing Sunday.     On  the  evening  of  Dec.  1  we  had  a  hymn  night  in 
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which  the  surrounding  churches  each  rendered  a  musical  num- 
ber. Our  large  auditorium  was  filled  and  everyone  enjoyed  it. 
The' following  Sunday  night  we  enjoyed  another  musical  pro- 
gram in  which  Mr.  Fish,  the  Joy  Bell  Ringer  from  Columbus, 
gave  the  story  of  the  birth  of  Christ  in  word  and  song,  playing  all 
the  Christmas  carols  on  his  various  instruments.  On  Dec.  15 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  Homer  Bright  gave  a  very  interesting  pro- 
gram on  China  through  the  medium  of  pictures.  Recently  the 
women's  work  met  in  an  all-day  meeting.  The  forenoon  was 
spent  in  various  types  of  sewing.  In  the  afternoon  there  were 
election  of  officers  and  a  program.  Mary  Minnich  was  chosen 
president.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  16  the  daughters  of  the  church 
entertained  the  mothers  at  a  Christmas  party  in  the  church  base- 
ment. A  very  good  program  was  planned  with  Sister  Minnie 
Bright  as  guest  speaker.  A  gift  exchange  and  light  refreshments 
followed  the  program.  There  were  118  present  and  all  had  an 
enjoyable  evening.  Several  of  our  Sunday-school  classes  helped 
the  needy  and  shut-ins  of  the  community  with  baskets  of  food 
both  at  Thanksgiving  time  and  at  Christmas  time.  The  young 
people  remembered  our  old  people  at  the  Greenville  Home  with 
a  Christmas  treat.  The  children  gave  nearly  $18  for  missions. 
Our  Christmas  offering  for  the  church  was  $102.  The  young 
married  people's  Sunday-school  class  rendered  a  very  good 
Christmas  play  entitled  And  There  Were  Shepherds.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  entertaining  the  district  women's  work  meet- 
ing on  Feb.  22.  At  the  same  time  the  men  will  have  a  similar 
meeting  in  the  Christian  church  in  Phillipsburg.  Rest  rooms  are 
being  built  in  the  church. — Mrs.  Jennie  Miller,  Union,  Ohio, 
Jan.  2. 

Wooster. — On  Oct.  25  the  Northeastern  Ohio  men's  work  group 
met  to  organize  for  the  year's  activities.  Bro.  Kreider  of  Ash- 
land directed  this  meeting,  at  which  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  sub-district  president,  Gordon  Lehman;  vice-president, 
Howard  Murray;  secretary,  Elvin  Lehman;  treasurer,  Galen 
Hochstetler.  On  Oct.  27  Bro.  Jesse  D.  Reber  of  Cleveland  gave 
us  a  serious  talk  on  our  attitudes  as  conscientious  objectors.  Bro. 
Ralph  Rarick  held  evangelistic  meetings  at  our  church  from 
Nov.  1  to  10.  The  communion  on  Nov.  3  was  a  fellowship  which 
all  will  long  remember  because  of  the  old-time  song  service  led 
by  Bro.  Rarick.  The  cabinet  of  the  district  men's  work  group 
met  to  discuss  the  year's  program.  Heber  Buchwalter  has  been 
elected  president  of  our  local  group.  Because  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  church  members  and  all  our  friends  in  collecting  Ohio 
State  tax  stamps,  and  our  pastor's  efforts  in  arranging  them  ac- 
cording to  state  specifications,  we  now  have  used  the  returns  to 
purchase  new  hymnals.  We  had  a  very  fine  Christmas  program 
on  Dec.  22.    Later  the  same  night  a  group  of  carollers  visited  the 


sick  and  shut-ins.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  are  having  a  birthday 
fellowship  supper  at  the  church.  The  financial  contributions 
will  be  used  for  missions.  A  special  district  meeting  will  be  held 
here  on  Jan.  17  and  18. — Mrs.  Ivan  Moomaw,  Wooster,  Ohio, 
Dec.  31. 

Pennsylvania 

Big  Swalara. — At  our  fall  evangelistic  meetings  from  Oct.  6  to 
20  Bro.  F.  S.  Carper  of  Palmyra  served  us  as  evangelist.  Eleven 
young  people  were  baptized.  Brother  and  Sister  Alfred  Yingst 
of  Hershey  presented  $400  to  the  church  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing concrete  walks  around  the  church.  The  walks  have  been 
completed  and  everyone  greatly  appreciates  the  worth-while 
gift.  At  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  26,  27,  Bro.  Cocklin  officiated,  and 
eight  other  ministering  brethren  were  present.  After  the  routine 
business  of  our  council  on  Dec.  14  Brethren  H.  F.  King  and 
Nathan  Martin,  two  members  of  our  ministerial  board,  took 
charge.  Bro.  H.  J.  Frysinger  was  ordained  elder;  Brethren  Sam- 
uel Wagner  and  Homer  Diehl  were  elected  deacons;  and  Eld. 
Thomas  Patrick  was  re-elected  elder-in-charge.  We  observed 
the  Christmas  season  by  a  program  given  by  the  children  of  the 
Hanoverdale  Sunday  school  and  by  services  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing, when  Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  of  Annville  brought  the  message. 
An  offering  of  $114  was  given  by  the  Sunday-school  classes  in 
their  Christmas  envelopes  and  by  the  audience  at  the  Christmas 
program.— Irene  K.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  28. 

Lebanon. — Our  aid  society  presented  a  program  at  the  Meyer 
house  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  8  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Grace  Miller.  On  Oct.  20  the  young  people  from  Long  Run  pre- 
sented a  program  at  the  Meyer  house.  Bro.  Byler  gave  a  short 
talk  to  vary  the  program,  which  was  composed  of  musical  se- 
lections. At  the  election  of  officers  held  on  Nov.  10  Ira  Meyer 
was  made  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On  Oct.  26,  27  we  held 
our  fall  love  feast  at  the  Meyer  house,  with  Brethren  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  and  Bruce  Anderson  preaching.  Bro.  Beahm  officiated 
and  Bro.  J.  P.  Merkey  was  also  with  us  on  Sunday  morning. 
Our  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  at  the  Meyer  house  on  the 
morning  of  Nov.  28,  with  Bro.  Harvey  Frantz  giving  an  inspiring 
and  helpful  sermon.  On  Dec.  16  we  met  in  regular  council.  On 
Dec.  22  the  Fredericksburg  Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas 
program.  The  young  people's  department  also  presented  a 
Christmas  program  after  Sunday  school.  On  Christmas  Eve  the 
Union  Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas  program  at  the 
Union  house.  A  group  of  thirty  or  more  young  people  gathered 
at  Bro.  James  Miller's  home  on  Christmas  Eve  to  go  carolling. 
We  sang  at  twenty  places. — Mrs.  Light  M.  Bomberger,  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  Dec.  28. 


A  GOOD  BIBLE  COMMENTARY  should  be  in  even]  library 

Abingdon  Bible  Commentary .         .  .  .    $5.00 

Edited  by  Frederick  Carl  Eiselen,  Edwin  Lewis,  David  G.  Downey  . 

A  valuable  one-volume  commentary — written  by  modern  scholars  from  many  denomina- 
tions.   One  of  the  newer  good  commentaries. 


$2.50 

Over  eleven  hundred  pages  of  comments  on  the 


$4.95 


Verse  by  verse  analysis  in  clear, 


One  Volume  Commentary 

Edited  by  J.  R.  Dummelow 

A  standard  work,  very  much  worth  while. 
Bible.     Concise,  yet  fairly  complete. 

Commentary  on  the  Whole  Bible  .... 

Jameson,  Fausset  and  Brown 

The  stand-by  for  years  in  one-volume  commentaries, 
concise,  language — 1,350  pages. 

New  Testament  Commentaries  by  Charles  R.  Erdmann  covers  the  New  Testament  in  17 
volumes.  Uniform  in  size.  Very  practical  for  everyday  use.  Price  each  $1.00.  Set  of  17 
volumes  boxed  $15.00. 

The  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Galatians. 

The  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Ephesians. 

The  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Phillipians. 

The  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Colossians  and  Philemon. 

The  Epistles  of  Paul  to  the  Thessalonians. 

The  Pastoral  Epistles  of  Paul. 

The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

The  General  Epistles. 

Revelation. 


The  grouping  of  the  books  are  as  follows: 
The  Gospel  of  Matthew. 
The  Gospel  of  Mark. 
The  Gospel  of  Luke. 
The  Gospel  of  John. 
The  Acts. 

The  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Romans. 
The  First  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians. 
The  Second  Epistle  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians. 

Order  from 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  111. 
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WORTH-WHILE  BOOKS  FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 


ABE  LINCOLN  (Frontier  Boy)   $1.25 

Augusta  Stevenson 

This  story  brings  the  boy  Lincoln  to  life.  You 
can  see  him  playing  with  his  sister,  fishing,  go- 
ing to  the  log  cabin  schoolhouse.  plowing  and 
planting.  There  are  seeds  of  greatness  in  him. 
By  understanding  what  sort  of  a  boy  Lincoln 
was,  children  can  easily  understand  why  he  be- 
came a  great  man.  Among  the  thousands  of 
books  about  Lincoln  this  is  the  first  of  his  life 
as  a  child  that  little  children  can  read  for  them- 
selves.    Nine  years  up.  (9) 

APRILLY    50c 

Jane  D.  Abbott 

An  orphan  girl,  to  escape  the  hardness  of  a 
boarding  house  mistress,  runs  away.  Her  charm 
wins  her  a  home.  An  old  friend  appears  and  life 
becomes   more  pleasant.  (27) 

RAERS'    CHRISTMAS.    THE    50c 

Bertha  B.  Moore 

For  Children  8-12 
"Sequel  to  The  Three  Baers,  this  charmingly 
written  report  of  the  Christmas-time  adventure 
of  the  triplets,  Iona,  Iva  and  Teddy,  will  please 
Junior  readers.  There  is  a  wholesome  atmos- 
phere of  Christian  home  life." — The  King's  Busi- 
ness. (17) 

FURTHER  ADVENTURES  OF  THE  SUGAR 

CREEK  GANG  50c 

Paul  Hulchens 

For  Boys  8  to  14 
If  you  were  caught  in  an  unheated  cabin  dur- 
ing a  blizzard  and  had  no  matches  with  which  to 
start  a  fire,  would  you  know  how  to  save  your- 
self and  companions  from  freezing?  Read  this 
story  and  find  out  what  the  Sugar  Creek  Gang 
did  when  they  found  themselves  in  such  danger. 
You'll  like  every  one  of  the  six  boys,  perhaps 
each  one  for  a  different  reason.  And  you'll  find 
old  Mr.  Paddler  one  of  the  kindest  men  you've 
ever  met — a  man  who  plans  surprises  for  the 
boys,  even  though  he  is  old  and  wrinkled  and 
has  a  big  white  beard  like  a  bib  covering  his 
chest.  (17) 

GIRLHOOD   TODAY    $1.00 

Helen  Welshlm*r 

Fifty-five  short  messages  to  girls  on  how  to  live 
graciously  in  a  modern  world.  It  will  inspire 
girls  to  the  highest  and  best  In  life.  Especially 
appropriate  as  a  gift  book,  it  is  beautifully 
printed,  bound  and  jacketed.  (77) 

GIRL'S  STORIES  OF  GREAT  WOMEN $1.00 

ElsU  E.  Egermeier 

Striking  stories  of  18  women  whom  no  handi- 
cap could  stop.  Women  will  rejoice  to  learn 
how  their  own  sex  has  not  failed  in  any  trial. 

(82) 
STORIES  OF  GRIT,  and  olh*r  till**,  par  rol. 

$1.00 

Archar  Wallace 

One  of  the  popular  writers  for  boys  and  girls 
is  Archer  Wallace,  whose  stories  are  as  fascinat- 
ing as  fiction,  but  record  the  life  of  boys  and 

\ 
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STORIES 
OF   GRIT 

fr  ARCHER    I.lim'B 


girls,  men  and  women 
who  have  made  life  count. 
Some  of  his  characters 
are  well  known;  others 
have  seldom  been  heard 
of.  Always,  however, 
there  is  a  challenge  in  the 
story  told.  Each  book 
deals  with  about  fifteen 
characters. 

The  titles  are  as  follows: 


Stories  of  Grit. 
More  Stories  of  Grit. 
Overcoming  Handicaps. 
Boys  Who  Made  Good. 
Hands  Around  the  World. 
Blazing   New   Trails. 
Heroes  of  Peace. 
Mothers  of  Famous  Men. 
Men  Who  Played  the  Game. 
Poor  Men  Who  Made  Us  Rich. 
Deeds  of  Daring. 
Adventures  in  the  Air. 


(30) 


SUGAR  CREEK   GANG,  THE    50c 

Paul  Hulchens 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  an  adventure  story 
more  packed  with  thrills  than  this  story  of  Bill 
Collins  and  his  pals.  Dragonfly,  Poetry,  Little 
Jim  and  Circus.  It  was  no  wonder  that  Bill 
called  that  week  the  most  exciting  one  of  his 
life.  Every  boy  will  enjoy  reading  this  story. 
He  will  never  forget  it,  and  it  will  do  him  a 
world  of  good.  Girls  who  like  excitement  will 
enjoy  the  story  just  as  much  as  boys  will — and 
that's  saying  a  lot!  Parents  will  appreciate  the 
wholesome,  Christian  atmosphere  of  the  story. 

(17) 

THREE  BAERS,  THE   50c 

Bertha  B.  Moore 

For  Children  8-12 

A  gay  story  about  little  folks,  three  of  the  jol- 
liest  triplets  anyone  ever  saw!  How  they  were 
named,  how  they  grew  up,  and  how  they  spent 
a  summer  on  their  grandfather's  farm  is  a  story 
of  excitement,  good  lessons  and  good  fun.        (17) 

TRIPLETS   GO   SOUTH,   THE    50c 

Bertha  B.  Moore 

For  Boys  and  Girls  of  8  to  12 
It  was  a  busy  week,  what  with  packing  for  the 
trip,  the  long  drive  down  into  Florida,  the  over- 
night stay  at  the  cabin;  and  what  sights  they 
saw  along  the  way  and  in  St.  Augustine,  where 
their  Aunt  Mary  lived.  They  saw  the  big  At- 
lantic Ocean  too.  And  they  went  to  church  on 
Easter  Sunday.  (17) 

TRIPLETS  IN  BUSINESS,  THE  50c 

Bertha  B.  Moor* 

For  Children  8-12 
Mix  three  jolly  youngsters,  a  new  house,  a 
candy  stand,  two  new  friends,  somebody  who 
needs  help,  and  plenty  of  excitement — and  you 
have  a  story  that  boys  and  girls  will  enjoy.  Es- 
pecially when  the  three  youngsters  are  the  Baer 
triplets,  because  Iona  and  Iva  and  Teddy  Baer 
are  lively  and  delightful  playmates.  (17) 

JESUS   AND    HIS   FRIENDS    50c 

Mary  Alica  Jones — Illustrated  by  Lucratia  Mal- 
char 

63,e   x  8'/a   inches.  80  pages — Ages  6-10. 

From  this  group  of  stories  the  young  child  will 
gain  new  affection  for  Jesus  and  a  deeper  appre- 
ciation of  his  character.  Those  who  surrounded 
him,  too,  will  take  on  added  interest.  Begin- 
ning with  the  boy  Jesus'  visit  to  the  temple,  Miss 
Jones  relates  simply  and  carefully  the  most  sig- 
nificant moments  of  his  life,  particularly  in  his 
association  with  his  disciples.  Without  formal- 
ity, but  with  deep  reverence,  Jesus  and  His 
Friends  provides  the  ideal  introduction  to  the 
world's  greatest  story.  The  pictures,  though 
never  lacking  in  dignity,  are  gay,  friendly,  and 
full  of  warm  human  appeal.  (67) 

Four  delightful  books  for  girls  by  Winifred 
and   France*  Klrkland. 

GIRLS  WHO  MADE  GOOD    $1.00 

Fifteen  stories  of  the  heroism  and  courage 
shown  in  the  lives  of  Florence  Nightingale,  Lady 
Astor.  Madame  Curie.  Mary  Slessor  of  Calabar, 
Rosa  Bonheur,  Alice  Foote  MacDougall,  and  oth- 
er  women   who  won   their   way  to  distinction. 

GIRLS  WHO  ACHIEVED    $1.00 

Stories  of  Marie  Jeritza,  Mother  Jones,  Lucy 
Stone,  Helen  Keller — fifteen  in  all.  Some  tell  of 
girls  who  overcame  handicaps,  others  of  girls 
who  achieved  in  spite  of  exceptional  advan- 
tages, and  still  others  of  girls  who  did  thankless 
jobs. 

GIRLS   WHO   BECAME  LEADERS    $1.00 

Stories  of  girls  who  became  leaders  because 
they  followed  the  path  of  their  own  convictions: 
President  Woolley,  Clara  Barton,  Mother  Seton, 
Carrie  Chapman  Catt,  etc.,  showing  that  leader- 
ship is  something  vastly  more  than  the  simple 
act  of  choosing  a  career. 

GIRLS  WHO   BECAME  WRITERS    $1.00 

Here  are  ten  chapters  giving  the  life  stories  of 
famous  women  writers:  Millay,  Rinehart,  Alcott, 
Lagerlof,  Cather,  Buck,  Canfield,  etc.  An  ideal 
gift  book  of  the  inspirational  type  and  an  in- 
valuable aid  to  teachers  and  leaders  in  work 
with  girls. 
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Moderate* 


Brethren,  Look  Up 

The  darkness  is  bringing  out  the  stars. 
This  is  not  a  bad  day  for  Christianity.  The 
problems  which  we  face  are  revealing  the 
soul  of  the  church.  We  see  more  clearly 
than  ever  before  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  is 
the  world's  only  hope.  Everything  else  has 
been  tried  and  the  result  is  chaos.  Christ  is 
the  answer  to  the  world's  needs.  God  still 
lives!  He  is  working  to  redeem  men.  There 
are  quiet  forces  all  about  us  working  for 
righteousness  in  the  world.  When  our  en- 
ergies are  in  harmony  with  the  energies  of 
God,  we  are  a  part  of  the  movement  which 
is  bound  to  bring  the  dawn.  The  goal  of  the 
universe  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  day  is 
dark  but  the  stars  of  hope  are  shining. 

Brethren,  Move  Forward 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  come  to 
the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this.  The 
appeal  of  the  suffering  millions  should  touch 
the  heartstrings  of  each  member.  It  is  right 
for  us  to  enlarge  our  relief  program.  How 
can  we  live  in  comfort  without  remembering 
those  who  are  hungry  and  cold?  Besides 
this}  the  developing  camp  program  to  take 
care  of  our  conscripted  young  men  offers  a 
great  opportunity.  We  need  to  thank  God 
that  our  government  is  allowing  our  church 
to  fake  charge  of  the  civilian  work  of  our 
boyte  who  are  opposed  to  participation  in 
waij  in  any  form.  While  the  financing  of 
these  camps  will  place  an  extra  responsi- 
bility upon  our  church,  yet  the  opportunity 
to  c^ive  a  peace  testimony,  the  privilege  of 
givipg  moral  and  spiritual  supervision  to 
our  1  boys,  the  opportunity  to  work  with  the 
historic  peace  churches  and  other  churches 
in  this  program  of  vital  concern  to  the  re- 
ligious life  of  America,  present  harvest  fields 
of  tremendous  importance  to  the  future  of 
the  church.  The  day  is  here  to  move  for- 
ward. 


Brethren,  Hold  Steady 

The  two  greatest  factors  in  the  history  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  have  been  mis- 
sions and  education.  Our  church  is  mission 
and  education  minded.  We  are  supporting 
a  hundred  missionaries  besides  native  Chris- 
tian workers  and  a  leper  colony.  Even 
though  our  missionaries  in  China  have  had 
to  evacuate  temporarily,  mission  work  in 
China  will  go  on.  A  period  of  adjustment 
may  be  necessary  because  of  new  condi- 
tions, but  China  still  stands  as  a  great  open 
field  for  the  gospel.  India  and  Africa  are 
as  challenging  as  ever  with  fresh  calls  for 
workers.  Our  colleges  and  seminary  which 
equip  young  people  for  service;  ministerial 
placement,  home  missions  *:nd  student 
summer  pastors;  care  for  aged  and  infirm 
ministers  and  missionaries;  the  church  pro- 
gram of  Christian  education  for  children, 
youth,  and  adults  together  with  peace  and 
temperance  education;  with  missions  pre- 
sented above,  represent  the  normal  and 
long-time  program  of  the  church. 

The  new  situation  challenges  us,  and 
rightly  so.  However,  the  relief  and  alter- 
native service  programs  should  be  financed 
through  extra  sacrifice.  It  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  the  long-time  program  of 
the  church  be  kept  strong  and  sound.  These 
normal  agencies  in  the  Conference  Budget 
are  facing  extra  responsibilities.  The  giving 
to  the  Conference  Budget  should  be  in- 
creased,-.- 

We  are  able  to  do  it.  The  February 
Achievement  Offering  is  upon  us.  Our  re- 
sponse to  it  will  measure  our  faith  in  the 
church.  The  opportunity  of  the  church  is 
unlimited.  Let  us  answer  Christ's  .  call  to 
share  and  to  sacrifice.  Let  us  invest  where 
the  dividends  are  eternal.  Brethren,  look  up, 
move  forward,  hold  steady! — Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man. 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
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EDITORIAL 


What  to  Do  in  a  Crisis  Time 

These  are  times  in  which  one  and  all  are  won- 
dering just  what  should  be  done  in  case  this  or 
that  contingency  should  arise.  Now  experience 
teaches  that  there  is  point  to  anticipation.  It  is 
said  that  to  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed. 

And  yet,  not  everything  happens  that  is  feared 
and  seeming  imminent.  Plenty  of  people  have 
worked  themselves  into  a  dither  over  possibilities 
that  never  came  to  pass.  Hence,  we  are  also  told 
by  experience  that  one  should  not  try  to  cross  a 
bridge  until  it  is  reached. 

Thus  what  to  do  in  a  crisis  time  lies  somewhere 
between  being  consumed  with  anticipation  and 
complete  indifference.  Life  is  broader  than  the 
narrow  view  of  one  mind,  and  in  any  case  there 
are  probably  many  of  the  customary  activities 
which  should  be  carried  on. 

And  so  we  come  to  such  simple  suggestions  as 
keeping  one's  head  in  a  crisis  time.  And  of  course, 
this  is  most  naturally  done  if  one  prepares  some- 
what— and  yet  not  too  much.  The  Christian  has 
available  those  resources  which  enable  him  to  take 
the  changes  that  come  in  the  stride  of  daily  living. 

Again,  hold  to  those  things  which  experience 
commends.  In  crisis  times  there  is  always  plenty 
of  pressure  to  shade  convictions,  to  set  aside  the 
values  envisaged  by  the  longer  view.  From  which 
it  is  clear  that  any  perilous  time  but  adds  to  the 
reasons  for  holding  fast  to  that  which  is  good. 

Keep  your  head,  hold  fast  the  good,  and  carry 
on!  Do  not  forget  that  however  strenuous  the 
times,  there  is  always  need  to  carry  on.      h.  a.  b. 

As  Much  As  We  Can 

Without  asking  your  leave  or  mine  the  newest 
calendar  year  is  now  well  on  its  way.  You  won- 
der, like  all  the  rest  of  us,  what  of  good  or  ill  for 
mankind  it  holds  hidden  in  its  folds.    There  isn't 


much  that  you  or  I  can  do  about  it  but  there  is  a 
little.  Our  chief  concern  should  be  about  that. 
It  should  take  the  form,  not  of  useless  anxiety 
about  things  we  cannot  change  but  of  trustful 
determination  to  increase  the  sum  of  faithful  de- 
votion to  the  kingdom  of  God  by  as  much  as  in  us 
is.  That  was  Paul's  way  (Rom.  1:  15)  of  settling 
the  problem  of  living  in  a  world  gone  mad.  It  is 
the  best  way  now.  e.  f. 

The  Nation  and  the  Church 

To  see  a  great  nation  moving  steadily  on  into 
deeper  and  deeper  involvement  in  what  Hendrik 
Willem  van  Loon  says  the  future  historian  will 
call  The  Civil  War  of  the  World — that  is  an  ex- 
tremely saddening  picture.  If  that  nation  happens 
to  be  the  one  you  love  best,  the  one  you  were  born 
in,  have  lived  in  and  want  to  die  in,  and  if  at  the 
same  time  that  nation  happens  to  be  the  last 
stronghold  of  democracy  and  personal  liberty — 
that  is  a  heartbreaking  picture.  "Oh,  that  my 
head  were  waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of 
tears  that  I  might  weep  day  and  night"  for  this 
threat  of  supremest  folly  in  all  the  history  of  our 
country. 

When  passions  have  finally  cooled,  and  the  mad 
hysteria  of  the  moment  has  worn  itself  out,  when 
the  now  unimaginable  cost  in  time,  in  treasure 
and  perhaps  in  blood  has  at  last  been  counted 
though  by  no  means  paid,  then  reason  will  re- 
assert its  claim  to  a  place  in  human  conduct.  Then 
the  leaders  of  state  will  see  what  they  will  wish 
they  had  seen  before  it  was  too  late  to  stem  the 
tide.  Then  they  will  be  glad  that  some  coura- 
geous souls  had  faith  and  patience  enough  to  wait 
until  they  could  be  heard.  Then  they  will  thank 
the  church  of  Christ  for  keeping  the  light  burning 
in  a  very  dark  time,  so  they  can  find  their  way 
back  to  the  path  of  hope  and  peace. 

That  is,  they  will,  if  the  church  does  that  thing 
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now.  So  here's  our  great  opportunity.  Instead  of 
wasting  our  strength  in  bewailing  the  hard  lot 
upon  which  our  times  have  fallen,  shall  we  not 
rather  rejoice  in  the  high  privilege  which  is  ours? 
What  is  the  church  for  but  to  be  the  light  of  the 
world?    And  when,  if  not  when  most  needed? 

"Ye  shall  be  my  witnesses"  was  meant  for  folks 
like  us  in  a  time  like  this.  Three  open  doors  in- 
vite us,  call  us,  earnestly  beseech  us  not  to  fail. 

One  of  these  calls  us  to  maintain  our  faith  that 
violence  and  hate  can  be  subdued  only  by  gentle- 
ness and  love  and  to  make  the  extra  sacrifice  re- 
quired to  maintain  that  faith.  Let's  get  it  clearly 
that  it  does  mean  sacrifice,  something  more  than 
that  to  which  we  have  been  accustomed.  It  means 
real  second-mile  religion  or  third,  perhaps,  for 
there  are  two  other  miles  to  be  mentioned  pres- 
ently that  must  not  be  forgotten.  It  is  the  chance 
of  her  life  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  show 
the  stuff  she's  made  of.  That  showing  must  be 
made,  not  for  the  sake  of  showing  it  but  in  order 
to  be  it  and  to  preserve  it. 

Is  our  attachment  to  the  principle  of  nonviolent 
resistance  to  evil  a  matter  of  profession  only  or  do 
we  believe  in  it  enough  to  pay  what  it  will  cost 
to  keep  it?  The  situation  which  confronts  us  de- 
mands an  answer,  and  will  get  it.  God  grant  the 
answer  may  be  one  that  our  children  will  be 
proud  of,  when  this  generation's  madness  has  giv- 
en place  to  sanity. 

A  second  door  of  opportunity  shows  us  the  suf- 
fering of  the  world  and  asks  us  to  share  generous- 
ly in  bearing  it.  Under  the  guidance  of  our  serv- 
ice committee  we  have  been  doing  this  in  a  com- 
mendable degree,  but  we  shall  be  tempted  to  re- 
lax our  diligence  here,  under  the  stress  of  the  new 
burden  thrust  upon  us.  We  dare  not  let  this  hap- 
pen. We  cannot  see  the  least  of  our  brothers 
hungry,  naked,  sick  or  in  prison  and  not  minister 
unto  him.  That  is,  we  cannot  do  this  and  be  ready 
for  our  Lord's  call  to  judgment.  We  cannot  do 
this  and  have  the  love  of  God  in  us. 

That  other  open  door  to  a  witness  stand  for 
Christ,  third  in  the  order  of  mention  here  but 
never  third  in  any  order  of  importance,  is  the 
call  to  bear  the  good  news  of  the  saving  grace  of 
God  in  Jesus  Christ  to  all  the  sons  of  men  every- 
where throughout  the  world.  We  do  not  yet  know 
exactly  what  has  happened  to  our  mission  work 
in  China  but  nothing  can  have  happened  there  to 
lessen  the  urgency  of  our  Lord's  last  charge  to  his 
church.  Nor  can  anything  that  is  happening  in 
America  or  Europe  or  anywhere  else  lessen  that 
urgency.  The  so-called  regular  work  of  the 
church  must  go  on  and  must  have  our  continued 
support. 


The  extra  strenuousness  of  these  times  calls  for 
no  transfer  of  emphasis  or  energy.  It  simply  calls 
for  the  uncovering  of  new  resources  for  meeting 
the  new  needs.  It  calls  for  extra  faithfulness  in 
seeking  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  a  little  extra 
faith,  perhaps,  that  whatever  else  is  really  neces- 
sary or  useful  will  be  added  unto  us. 

While  the  nation  feverishly  prepares  for  the 
fatal  plunge  into  the  insane  whirlpool  of  The 
Great  World  Civil  War — which  may  God  in  his 
infinite  wisdom  and  mercy  yet  find  some  way  to 
prevent — let  the  church  eagerly  and  trustfully 
prepare  to  be  strong  and  brave  and  true.      e.  f. 

The  Lesson  From  Limet 

There  was  once  a  Brethren  missionary  who 
wanted  to  spend  a  whole  winter  season  with  the 
people  of  one  village.  Her  purpose  was  to  be- 
come intimately  acquainted  with  their  everyday 
life.  Finally  her  chance  came.  And  since  it  was 
her  purpose  to  live  amongst  the  poor  in  the  little 
village  of  Limet  the  things  which  she  took  to 
furnish  her  tent  home  were  few  and  simple  in- 
deed. 

First  to  greet  the  missionary  in  her  home  in 
Limet  were  the  children  of  the  village.  They  had 
dreams  of  games  and  stories  and  even  books  to 
read.  In  Limet  such  things  were  the  sheerest  lux- 
ury. Finally,  the  mothers  came.  And  then  there 
was  no  privacy.  Nothing  was  left  unhandled  and 
unseen.  For  to  them  the  missionary's  tent  was  a 
bungalow.  In  their  own  huts  they  had  nothing  to 
compare  with  the  missionary's  unpainted  table, 
cupboard  made  of  a  box,  one-burner  oil  stove, 
camp  chairs,  grass  rug  and  few  mounted  pictures. 

Writes  the  missionary:  "While  I  could  not  for 
the  moment  see  how  I  could  sit  on  the  floor  with 
my  legs  crossed  for  any  length  of  time,  nor  how  I 
could  bend  over  a  fireplace  in  the  ground  to  do  my 
cooking,  or  how  even  a  few  dishes  and  utensils 
could  be  cared  for  without  a  cupboard,  a  new  love 
and  appreciation  came  to  me  for  the  simple  phi- 
losophy and  way  of  life  which  was  found  among 
my  new  friends." 

The  lesson  from  Limet  should  be  written  large 
for  all  who  would  teach.  First  of  all,  there  must 
be  an  intimate  understanding  of  the  life  and  prob- 
lems of  those  one  desires  to  help.  This  can  be  got- 
ten by  living  with  people.  And  secondly,  the 
teacher  must  appreciate  the  simple  philosophy  of 
the  new-found  friends.  Understanding  and  appre- 
ciation will  go  a  long  way  toward  compensating 
for  the  inadvertent  mistakes  of  an  expert  in  a  vil- 
lage, h.  A.  B. 
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A  Verse  or  Two 

BY  CLEON  MURR  HARVEY 

When  I  am  sad  and  lonely 

And  very,  very  blue, 
I  get  my  dear  old  Bible 

And  read  a  verse  or  two. 

Jesus  soothed  the  people, 

The  Bible  tells  me  so. 
If  you  should  dare  to  doubt  me 

Just  read  and  you  shall  know. 

So  if  you  are  ever  lonely 

And  very,  very  blue, 
Just  get  that  dear  old  Bible 

And  read  a  verse  or  two. 


Lafayette,  Ind. 


Life  Is  One 

BY  R.   H.   MILLER 

We  were  looking  for  stone  with  which  to  build 
•a  terrace.  The  search  for  it  finally  brought  us  to 
a  farmer  living  by  a  river  in  which  the  coveted 
material  was  to  be  found.  During  the  course  of 
our  conversation  he  said:  "There  is  no  end  of 
it  down  in  the  river,  and  it  won't  cost  you  a  cent. 
The  CCC  boys  dug  loads  of  it  out  last  summer; 
you  can  see  what  kind  of  stone  it  is  if  you  look  for 
a  house  about  two  miles  out  of  town  on  your  way 
home.  He  stole  it  after  the  CCC  boys  had  wres- 
tled it  up  on  the  riverbank;  he'd  drive  down  here 
at  night  and  load  the  back  end  of  his  car  full  of  it; 
he's  got  it  all  over  the  place.  It's  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road  a  couple  of  miles  out  of  town;  you 
•can't  miss  it." 

On  our  way  home  we  kept  our  eyes  trained  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road.  As  one  will  do,  I  formed 
a  picture  of  what  we  were  about  to  see:  a  beau- 
tiful terrace  with  margins  of  grass,  hospitable 
walks,  restful  settees  and  vine-covered  walls.  It 
■was  a  delightful  picture  that  I  saw — in  my  im- 
agination. The  picture  on  the  east  side  of  the  road 
^vas  a  painful  contrast.  The  thief  had  set  the  stone 
on  edge  all  over  the  place.  It  looked  more  like  a 
military  fortification  than  a  front  yard.  The  sharp 
and  jagged  edges  made  it  absolutely  forbidding 
to  children  and  a  hazard  to  everyone  at  night.  His 
use  of  the  stone  was  supremely  inartistic  and  in- 
convenient. 

As  we  came  on  home  I  thought  over  what  I  had 
seen,  so  different  from  what  I  had  expected  to  see, 
and  I  decided  that  my  expectations  were  quite 
without  foundation.  One  should  not  expect  to 
find  an  artistic  sense  in  a  man  whose  moral  sense 
allowed  him  to  steal  the  fruit  of  CCC  boys'  toil. 


The  inner  defect  running  through  his  moral  fibre 
runs  clear  through  his  entire  life.  I'll  venture 
that  that  stone  thief  is  a  poor  excuse  of  a  husband 
and  father  and  neighbor  and  farmer — if  he  makes 
a  pretense  at  any  or  all  these  roles. 

Which  only  means  that  life  is  one.  You  cannot 
deliberately  harbor  evil  in  one  part  of  it  and  keep 
the  rest  of  it  bright  and  clean.  One  cannot  be 
low-minded  and  socially  gracious  at  the  same 
time.  The  deliberate  tolerating  of  one  sin  casts  a 
shadow  over  all  our  virtue.  The  man  who  will  sin 
against  justice  and  honesty  in  getting  the  stone 
will  sin  against  beauty  and  convenience  in  arrang- 
ing it  about  his  home.  Wealth  that  is  gotten  dis- 
honestly is  not  likely  to  be  used  constructively. 
Does  not  the  Apostle  James  have  something  to 
say  about  an  offense  in  one  point  which  makes  one 
guilty  of  all?    • 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


The  Christian  Witness  in  a  World  of  Fear 

BY  ALBERT  W.   BEAVEN 

Excerpts  from  an  address  by  the  President  of  Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity  School,  delivered  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  reported  by 
Leland  S.  Brubaker  —  Ed. 

The  church  is  standing  in  a  world  obsessed  by 
fears — very  deep-seated  and  commanding  fears. 
Fears  that  are  more  real  and  terrifying  to 
those  that  are  crushing  the  nations  than  are 
the  fears  of  those  who  are  being  crushed.  Even 
the  United  States,  gripped  by  fear,  has  done 
an  amazing  thing  during  the  past  four  months. 
What  is  the  church  to  do  in  such  a  time?  What 
is  her  function?    What  is  to  be  her  witness? 

It  is  not  the  function  of  the  church  to  add  to  the 
fears  of  today.  The  church  should  be  a  stabilizer 
in  society,  keeping  men  on  an  even  keel  like  that 
of  a  great  gyroscope  on  a  ship.  We  must  not  add 
to  the  terrifying  fear  of  the  day.  Men  need  to  be 
related  to  the  things  that  are  eternal  and  lasting 
and  not  to  the  fleeting  moment  of  the  day.  This  is 
the  function  of  the  church. 

It  is  not  the  function  of  the  church  to  add  to  the 
hate  of  today.  There  is  no  other  organization  that 
stands  for  the  brotherhood  of  all  men  but  the 
church.  If  men  cannot  find  understanding,  sym- 
pathy, love  and  justice  in  the  church,  where  will 
they  find  it?  The  function  of  the  church  is  to  sup- 
plant hate  with  love. 

It  is  not  the  function  of  the  church  to  add  to 
the  lies  that  are  being  told  today.  There  is  more 
high-priced  lying  going  on  today  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  our  country.  Present-day  news- 
papers print  the  current  lies  in  adjoining  columns 
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day  after  day.  The  public  can  choose  which  side 
they  think  is  the  biggest  lie,  and  then  discount  the 
other  side  enough  to  get  a  little  semblance  of  the 
truth.  If  men  cannot  find  the  truth  in  the  church, 
where  will  they  find  it?  There  needs  to  be  some 
place  where  truth  is  always  spoken,  and  where 
men  know  that  it  will  be  spoken,  and  that  place 
must  be  the  church. 

The  church  must  be  the  place  where  men  are 
pulled  together  rather  than  pulled  apart.  The 
great  and  intricate  steel  work  of  a  suspension 
bridge  amounts  to  nothing  unless  the  steel  cables 
are  strung  from  one  shore  across  to  the  other 
shore.  Let  the  cables  be  cut  and  your  steel  struc- 
ture cannot  remain  in  midair;  it  must  of  itself 
crash  to  the  waters  below.  We  have  been  grad- 
ually pulling  out  the  great  cables  which  have 
fastened  our  civilization  in  the  eternities.  The 
three  great  factors  that  have  held  men  together 
in  the  past  are:  the  literature  of  the  past  ages; 
the  belief  in  one  God  whose  character  was  re- 
vealed by  the  prophets  of  old  and  which  revela- 
tion finally  flowered  in  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  the  English  Bible.  The  classics  have  long 
since  gone.  The  great  unifying  idea  of  one  God 
is  being  ridiculed  and  torn  down.  The  Bible  is 
being  pushed  aside  and  even  completely  done 
away  with.  If  the  church  does  not  preach  this 
idea  of  one  God,  it  will  not  be  taught.  Then  God 
pity  tomorrow.  This  invasion  to  set  aside  the 
idea  of  one  God  and  to  push  away  the  Bible  is  by 
far  the  greatest  threat  facing  the  Christian  of  to- 
day. Our  present  military  threat  becomes  sec- 
ondary to  this  one  which  threatens  the  founda- 
tions which  hold  society  together. 

The  church  is  to  stand  against  selfishness.  But 
selfishness  has  now  been  raised  to  a  national  prin- 
ciple and  is  to  be  found  in  the  nationalistic  laws  of 
various  countries.  Who  is  going  to  put  the  idea 
of  co-operation  and  unselfishness  in  our  minds? 
We  know  how  to  get  but  we  do  not  know  how  to 
give.  Where  can  we  get  this  sense  of  being  our 
brother's  keeper  unless  we  get  it  from  the  church? 
This  idea  of  sharing,  of  giving,  of  assuming  the 
obligation  to  help  our  fellows  is  the  very  founda- 
tion of  democracy  and  if  we  fail  here,  democracy 
fails.  Selfishness  is  a  dry  rot  among  us,  right  in 
our  midst,  and  the  church  needs  to  cry  out  against 
it. 

The  church  must  give  men  the  courage  still  to 
pass  judgment,  saying  this  is  right  and  that  is 
wrong.  At  times  it  seems  we  almost  entirely  stop 
thinking  and  refuse  to  pass  judgment  on  anything. 
When  we  abandon  this  function,  when  we  fail  to 
pass  judgment  on  those  things  that  are  right  and 
wrong,  then  we  are  doomed. 


Let  the  church  be  the  place  where  poise  is  found 
for  the  tasks  of  the  day,  where  love  is  reverenced 
and  respected  and  where  truth  is  ever  proclaimed. 
Let  the  church  be  the  place  where  the  brother- 
hood of  man  is  practiced,  bringing  all  the  peoples 
of  the  earth  into  the  great  family  of  God.  Let  it 
be  the  place  where  unselfishness  is  taught  and 
practiced.  Let  it  forever  give  to  men  the  courage 
and  the  ability  to  judge  between  that  which  is 
right  and  that  which  is  wrong.  Let  the  church 
guard  and  hold  fast  these  things,  for  these  are 
what  we  must  have  to  build  a  new  world  if  and 
when  peace  comes. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Why  I  Go  to  Church 

BY  MRS.  R.  H.  McADAMS 

One  finds  that  from  any  group  of  people,  taken 
at  random,  Sunday  is  spent  in  approximately  the 
same  number  of  varied  ways.  Since  it  is  our 
privilege  to  live  in  the  land  of  democracy,  freedom 
of  religion,  even  freedom  to  choose  the  way  we 
shall  spend  our  time  is  the  inherent  right  of  every 
individual. 

Occasionally  one  chooses  a  certain  recreation  or 
pleasure  to  appease  a  friend,  neighbor  or  some 
member  of  his  family;  as  a  general  rule  however, 
he  proceeds  to  follow  the  course  of  activity  that 
will  give  him  the  greatest  personal  enjoyment. 

Why  do  I  go  to  church?  I  have  discovered  that 
presenting  myself  in  the  house  erected  for  wor- 
shiping the  Creator  gives  me  satisfaction  that  I 
have  never  been  able  to  find  in  any  other  way. 

True  Christian  worship  is  spiritual  enjoyment 
of  personal  fellowship  with  God.  If  allotting  one 
hour  out  of  one  hundred  sixty-eight  to  church  at- 
tendance renews  a  right  spirit  within  me,  and  in- 
tensifies my  consciousness  of  God  and  his  at- 
tributes, then  surely  it  is  tremendously  important. 

Through  careful  observation  I  have  become 
aware  of  the  current  unrest  and  apparent  discon- 
tent of  many  people,  manifested  especially  on  Sun- 
day. Often  this  state  of  mind  is  directly  a  result 
of  the  manner  in  which  we  choose  to  spend  this 
particular  day. 

There  is  considerable  mobility  in  the  lives  of 
great  numbers  of  American  people  due  to  eco- 
nomic conditions.  I  find  myself  among  this  group. 
The  church  affords  a  haven  and  tends  to  stabilize 
those  of  us  who  have  not  become  an  integral  part 
of  the  community.  An  hour  spent  in  worship  with 
those  of  kindred  mind  and  purpose  gives  one  the 
conditions  favorable  for  spiritual  growth  and 
strength. 

I   was   reared   in   a   Christian   home  in  which 
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church  attendance  was  as  much  an  accepted  fact 
as  eating  three  meals  each  day.  I  recognize  that 
going  to  church  becomes  highly  habitual.  An  in- 
ventory of  one's  activities  discloses  the  fact  that 
practically  all  he  does  is  a  result  of  an  organized 
schedule  which  is  in  reality  habitual  behavior.  I 
realize  that  this  childhood  training  has  become  an 
integral  part  of  me. 

In  addition  to  personal  compensation  for  church 
attendance,  there  are  many  by-products  of  great 
significance. 

Each  person  should  conduct  himself  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  a  positive  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. Our  words,  deeds,  and  interests  often 
have  more  far-reaching  effects  on  others  than  we 
comprehend.  It  is  my  business  to  find  how  I  can 
best  fulfill  my  moral  obligation  to  my  fellow  men. 
I  think  regular  church  attendance  is  one  step  to- 
ward executing  this  responsibility. 

True  worship  is  the  humble,  grateful,  self-dedi- 
cating approach  to  God.  True  worship  must  pro- 
ceed from  faith  and  be  an  expression  of  faith. 
"The  soul  of  worship  is  the  soul  in  worship." 

Kingsport,  Tenn. 


The  Challenge  to  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren 

BY  J.  F.  BURTON 

The  historic  position  and  heritage  of  our  church 
is  unique.  Our  church  grew  out  of  strong  convic- 
tions based  upon  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Its 
founders  wanted  religious  freedom,  and  the  right 
to  study  the  Scriptures  and  practice  its  teachings 
according  to  their  consciences  and  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Rather  than  compromise  their 
religious  convictions  and  the  freedom  of  con- 
science, they  were  willing  to  endure  persecution, 
even  unto  death. 

The  New  Testament  was  their  rule  of  faith  and 
practice.  The  ordinances  were  obeyed  as  a  means 
of  grace  and  growth  into  the  likeness  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  exercise  of  force  in  religion  was  for- 
bidden. So  our  heritage  has  been  one  of  noble 
aspirations  and  great  ideals.  Added  to  this,  we 
have  stood  for  the  integrity  of  our  word,  and  hon- 
esty in  all  our  dealings  with  our  fellow  men.  We 
have  sought  to  secure  for  ourselves  and  others  the 
more  abundant  life  through  the  knowledge  and 
practice  of  the  truth  as  expressed  by  our  Lord 
when  he  said,  "I  came  that  they  may  have  life, 
and  may  have  it  abundantly,"  and  "Ye  shall  know 
the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  set  you  free."  The 
early  fathers  of  our  church  held  tenaciously  to 
the  belief  that  life  is  the  gift  of  God,  therefore 


sacred,  and  that  taking  of  human  life  is  contrary  to 
the  spirit  and  teachings  of  Jesus. 

Thus  a  precious  heritage  has  been  handed  down 
to  us  from  our  forebears.  Can  we  maintain  our 
historic  ideals  in  the  present  tense  situation 
of  a  turbulent  world?  Our  church  is  on  trial.  Our 
faith  will  be  tested.  Living  in  a  world  where  the 
last  vestiges  of  human  liberty,  democracy,  free- 
dom of  speech,  freedom  of  religion  and  conscience 
are  being  challenged,  are  we  not  in  danger  of 
losing  a  portion  of  our  precious  heritage?  It  is 
impossible  to  barricade  ourselves  against  the  in- 
fluences of  the  present  world  dilemma.  These 
times  create  a  situation  of  spiritual  confusion. 
There  are  many  conflicting  viewpoints,  clamoring 
for  our  attention.  Under  this  situation,  main- 
taining our  convictions  and  historic  peace  ideals 
is  a  grave  problem. 

The  leaders,  and  especially  the  pastors,  minis- 
ters and  elders  face  grave  responsibilities  to  give 
to  the  churches  which  we  serve  a  sense  of  right 
direction  in  these  turbulent  times.  All  of  us  need 
a  new,  abounding  enthusiasm  which  comes  from 
a  strong,  vital  faith.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
is  a  Biblical  church,  and  as  such  we  should  have 
a  new  optimism  and  courage  which  comes  through 
faith  in  a  living  God  and  a  living  Savior.  There- 
fore, through  prayer  and  consecration,  the  church 
has  at  her  disposal  the  resources  of  God  to  grapple 
with  the  problems  of  the  day. 

Here  is  a  momentous  problem.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act, 
our  government  has  generously  protected  the 
conscience  of  those  whose  religious  beliefs  will 
not  permit  them  to  participate  in  war,  by  provid- 
ing for  work  of  national  importance  under  civilian 
direction.  It  is  a  joy  to  live  in  a  nation  where 
human  rights  and  freedom  of  conscience  and  re- 
ligion are  protected  by  law,  and  our  hearts  should 
well  up  with  gratitude  to  God  and  our  nation  for 
such  consideration.  This  alternative  program  will 
require  sacrifice  and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  oiir 
young  men  and  the  church. 

Our  peace  convictions  are  on  trial.  Peace  talk 
only  will  not  suffice.  We  must  have  peace  action. 
This  program  of  constructive  work  for  the  nation 
enables  us  to  maintain  unimpaired  the  peace  tes- 
timony for  which  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
stood  for  over  two  hundred  years.  This  involves 
tremendous  responsibility,  but  the  great  oppor- 
tunity of  the  church  to  sacrifice,  to  stand  back  of 
her  boys,  and  provide  for  their  physical,  moral 
and  spiritual  welfare  while  they  perform  a  real 
constructive  service  for  their  country  is  one  of 
the  greatest  opportunities  that  has  come  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  our  generation.     Can 
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we,  and  will  we  do  the  job  in  a  commendable  way? 
It  is  almost  inconceivable  that  our  church  should 
fail  in  this  undertaking.  May  the  whole  brother- 
hood get  behind  this  program  with  our  prayers, 
money  and  service,  and  bring  glory  to  our  Christ 
and  respect  to  our  church. 
Lena,  III. 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren  Civilian 
Public    Service 

BY    PAUL    H.    BOWMAN 

Dr.  Clarence  A.  Dykstra,  in  a  recent  memorandum  to 
President  Roosevelt  concerning  the  conscientious  ob- 
jector, expressed  the  opinion  that  those  who  have  had 
a  part  in  developing  the  religious  conviction  against 
military  training  and  service  could  likely  deal  more  in- 
telligently with  it  than  could  the  government  itself. 
This  led  to  the  recommendation  that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  the  other  peace  churches  be  invited  to 
unite  with  the  government  in  a  co-operative  effort  to 
discover  how  a  democracy  may  successfully  extend  to 
minority  groups  the  liberties  and  freedom  which  it 
seeks  to  guarantee.  This  is  a  task  quite  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  and  tradition  of  the  Brethren.  Our 
fathers  fled  the  tyranny  and  despotism  of  Europe  in 
1719  and  in  the  years  that  followed,  in  an  effort  to  find 
freedom  of  life  and  conscience  in  the  New  World.  It 
is  that  freedom  which  now  needs  to  be  preserved  anew. 

The  program  of  service  offered  in  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  movement  is  a  medium  through  which  the 
Brethren  ideals  of  creative  citizenship  may  be  expressed 
without  suppressing  our  conviction  that  violence  and 
war  are  eternally  wrong  and  directly  opposed  to  the 
way  of  life  offered  us  by  Jesus  Christ. 

I.  Objectives    and    Purposes    of    the    Civilian    Service 
Movement 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  is  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  organizing  and  conducting  camps  for 
Civilian  Public  Service.  The  committee  has  officially 
approved  the  following  objectives  for  this  program: 

1.  To  create  a  sense  of  obligation  for  public  welfare 
and  an  eagerness  to  serve  the  nation  and  the  race  un- 
selfishly in  constructive  and  creative  ways. 

2.  To  develop  a  clear  and  appreciative  understand- 
ing of  the  democratic  ideal  of  life  and  the  skills  and 
techniques  which  are  designed  to  protect  and  preserve 
that  conception  of  government  and  life. 

3.  To  develop  a  zest  for  hard  labor  and  an  appreci- 
ation of  its  dignity,  its  essential  disciplines  and  its  re- 
lation to  the  welfare  of  our  civilization. 

4.  To  develop  ruggedness  of  character  and  the  basic 
attitudes  and  virtues  of  human  life  as  expressed  in  the 
Christian  faith. 

5.  To  develop  powers  of  leadership  both  for  a  demo- 
cratic and  a  Christian  social  order. 

II.  Plans  for  Financing  the  Movement 

The  Standing  Committee  authorized  a  budget  of 
$125,000  in  1941  for  this  movement.  It  also  recom- 
mended that  there  be  some  correlation  among  the  var- 
ious funds  for  the  work  of  the  brotherhood.  The  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  has  therefore  approved  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations  as  a  suggested  plan  for  state 
districts  and  churches  in  raising  the  necessary  funds: 

1.  The  askings  for  relief   and  peace  education   shall 


be  correlated  with  the  Civilian  Public  Service  move- 
ment and  all  included  in  one  general  budget. 

2.  This  department  of  the  church's  work  shall  be  re- 
garded as  an  emergency  sacrificial  program  and  shall 
be  accepted  by  each  local  congregation  as  a  challenge 
to  make  our  peace  testimony  practical  and  concrete 
without  interfering  with  the  regular  Conference  and. 
local  church  budgets. 

3.  The  general  objective  of  the  church  shall  be  to- 
encourage  an  average  contribution  of  $2  per  member 
per  year  for  this  program,  fifty  cents  of  which  shall 
be  raised  immediately. 

4.  Organization  and  method. 

(a)  There  shall  be  appointed  a  promotional  secretary 
in  each  state  district  as  a  special  representative  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  (The  officers  of  district 
conference,  in  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  of  the  district,  are  asked  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  secure  this  appointment.) 

(b)  There  shall  be  appointed  in  each  local  church  a 
promotional  secretary  as  a  special  representative  of 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  to  promote  gifts  to- 
this  combined  budget.  (Elders  or  pastors  are  requested 
to  see  that  an  able  and  energetic  brother  or  sister  be 
appointed  at  once  for  this  work.) 

(c)  All  funds  collected  shall  be  sent  through  the 
regular  church  treasurer  to  the  General  Mission  Board, 
Clyde  M.  Culp,  Treasurer,  Elgin,  111.  It  is  understood 
that  the  right  of  designation  to  any  special  interest  is 
extended. 

5.  Procedure  in  local  congregation. 

(a)  The  cause  shall  be  carefully  presented  to  the 
church  by  someone  especially  fitted  and  prepared  to 
do  so,  and  the  plan  of  financing  the  program  clearly 
explained. 

(b)  The  congregation  shall  be  visited  in  an  every 
member  canvass  by  the  teams  organized  and  instructed 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  importance  of  this 
movement  to  the  membership.  They  shall  seek  to- 
place  a  "cup  of  peace"  on  the  dinner  table  of  every 
family  in  the  church  and  encourage  daily  gifts  to  this 
fund  with  at  least  one  foodless  sacrificial  meal  per 
week. 

(c)  Pastors  and  elders  shall  designate  the  last  Sun- 
day of  each  month  for  the  collection  of  this  offering,  or 
some  other  appropriate  Sunday. 

(d)  The  Service  Certificate  shall  be  used  for  special 
gifts,  and  those  who  are  able  should  be  urged  to  give 
in  large  amounts.  Even  this  giving  can  be  on  a  sacri- 
ficial basis.  Perhaps  the  purchase  of  a  new  suit,  a 
new  radio,  or  a  new  automobile  can  be  postponed  in 
behalf  of  this  cause.  Perhaps  the  gas  it  requires  to- 
drive  the  car  to  the  office  or  store  could  be  saved  by 
walking  and  the  saving  go  into  the  treasury. 

(e)  A  freewill  offering  shall  be  lifted  in  every  con- 
gregation at  once  and  continued  until  fifty  cents  per 
member  has  been  secured. 

(f)  The  member  by  member  canvass  of  the  congre- 
gation shall  be  organized  and  carried  out  about  the 
first  week  of  March  in  every  church  of  the  brotherhood. 
III.  Instructions  and  Suggestions  for  Brethren  District 

Service  Secretaries  (see  recommendation  in  section  IF 

4-a) 

1.  It  is  your  duty  to  inform  yourself  fully  about  this, 
movement  and  develop  an  appreciation  of  its  signifi- 
cance. We  are  setting  new  patterns  of  education,  of 
democracy  and  of  Christian  service.     Keep  the  sacri- 
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iicial  spirit  of  this  movement  in  your  own  heart  and  in 
the  hearts  of  your  assistants. 

2>.  You  should  see  that  a  Brethren  Service  Secretary 
is  appointed  in  each  local  church.  These  persons  should 
be  chosen  with  care.  This  is  not  a  mere  honor  to  be 
handed  out.  It  is  not  just  another  office  to  be  filled.  It 
is  a  task  to  be  done  and  it  requires  capable  and  conse- 
crated people. 

3.  Arrange  for  a  district  conference  with  the  congre- 
gational secretaries  in  order  to  help  them  appreciate 
the  nature  and  importance  of  this  movement.  This 
might  best  be  done  by  holding  several  conferences  in 
subdivisions  of  the  district.  Plan  these  conferences 
carefully  and  arrange  for  an  effective  presentation. 
These  are  primarily  training  conferences.  Keep  that 
clearly  in  mind.    The  public  should  not  be  invited. 

4.  Co-operate  fully  with  your  congregational  secre- 
taries in  holding  training  conferences  in  the  local 
church  for  training  the  teams  and  helpers  which  are 
chosen  there. 

5.  Co-operate  with  the  National  Director  of  Civilian 
Public  Service  in  all  important  matters  of  promotion 
and  interpretation. 

(Note:     This  movement  is  not  to  interfere  with  our 


Brethren    Service    Committee 
Announcement 

BY   H.    SPENSER   MINNICH 

The  work  of  the  committee  includes  general  direc- 
tion for  our  relief  work  throughout  the  world,  the 
promotion  of  peace  and  goodwill  and  the  management 
and  financing  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service.  Through 
the  kindly  provision  of  our  government  the  conscien- 
tious objectors  to  war  will  be  permitted  when  drafted 
to  enter  civilian  camps  under  the  direction  and  support 
of  the  church.  The  Standing  Committee,  which  met 
at  Chicago  in  December,  estimated  the  financial  cost 
for  the  camp  program  at  $125,000  up  to  Feb.  28,  1942. 
Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman  has  been  elected  director  of  our 
camps.  In  his  recent  announcement  he  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  church  would  give  two  dollars  per  mem- 
ber for  the  year  ahead,  this  sum  to  cover  cost  of 
camps  and  the  total  responsibility  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee.  For  those  who  send  money  we 
offer  the  following  suggestions: 

Money  which  you  are  willing  to  give  to  be  used  for 
any  phase  of  Brethren  Service  Committee  work  may 
now  be  sent  in  under  the  new  name  Brethren  Service. 
A  new  remittance  blank  is  contemplated  which  would 
have  the  following  data  on  it: 

Brethren  Service  Fund  $ 

(Money  indicated  for  this  fund  is  available  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  for  any  of  its  work.) 

Civilian  Public  Service  $ 

(For  the  expense   of  the  camps.) 

General  Relief  S European  Relief  $ 

China  Relief  $ Refugees  $ 

Money  for  the  Service  Committee  should  be  sent  to 
the  General  Mission  Board,  22  South  State  Street,  El- 
gin, 111.  The  General  Mission  Board  treasurer  is  Clyde 
M.  Culp.  He  is  serving  as  treasurer  for  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee. 

Elgin,  III. 


local  church  program  nor  with  the  important  interests 
represented  in  the  Conference  Budget.  Civilian  serv- 
ice calls  for  extra-sacrifice.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  di- 
recting our  usual  sacrifice  in  other  channels.  It  is  a 
challenge  to  new  and  added  sacrifice  to  meet  an  un- 
usual emergency.  This  spirit  should  be  created  among 
those  who  work  in  the  movement.  The  burden  should 
not  fall  on  the  few  but  on  the  many.  Invite  the  men 
of  the  church,  the  young  people  and  other  groups  to 
help  with  travel  and  similar  contributed  services.) 

IV.  Instructions  and  Suggestions  for  Brethren  Service 
Secretaries  in  the  Local  Church 

1.  Please  read  carefully  all  that  precedes  in  this 
bulletin. 

2.  Arrange  for  an  able  and  careful  presentation  of 
the  problem  in  your  local  church.  Promptness  is  ur- 
gent but  do  not  sacrifice  the  cause  by  being  too  hasty. 
Take  time  to  do  a  good  job.  Be  cautious  and  avoid  cre- 
ating antagonisms  in  the  church  and  community. 

3.  Select  your  teams  and  workers  for  the  home-to- 
home  presentation  with  care.  Use  your  ablest  and  most 
tactful  people. 

4.  Plan  a  training  conference  for  these  workers.  Ma- 
terials are  being  prepared.  Apply  to  H.  Spenser  Min- 
nich,  Elgin,  111.  This  conference  could  be  held  as  a 
fellowship  dinner  at  the  church  or  at  some  home  of 
the  congregation.  Prepare  these  people  carefully.  This 
is  not  merely  a  solicitation  for  money.  It  is  to  present  a 
cause  and  create  a  spirit  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

5.  Carry  out  a  family-by-family  visitation  in  the 
local  church.  (Read  the  recommendations  under  sec- 
tion II  4  of  this  bulletin.)  No  family  is  to  be  missed. 
Self-sacrifice  is  not  for  the  rich  alone.  It  is  for  all. 
The  widow  with  her  mite  must  not  be  passed  by.  The 
purpose  of  this  visit  is  to  present  a  cause  and  conse- 
crate every  dinner  table  in  the  church  to  the  Brethren 
ideal  of  service  and  brotherhood.  A  Brethren  Service 
Cup  is  to  be  put  on  every  dinner  table.  No  pledges 
for  money  are  involved.  You  seek  only  a  pledge  to  ex- 
tra-sacrifice for  human  need  in  a  dark  hour  of  the 
world's  history. 

5.  Seek  constantly  for  literature  and  helpful  sug- 
gestions for  your  workers.  Keep  close  to  your  minis- 
ter. Gear  this  movement  into  the  church  program 
carefully  in  order  not  to  disrupt  the  regular  program. 
This  movement  is  likely  a  permanent  part  of  the 
church's  program. 

"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 


Peace 

BY    JULIA    GRAYDON 

Peace,  the  word,  is  on  all  lips  and  more  talked  about 
than  ever  before  perhaps.  Who  alone  can  give  to  our 
sick  world  the  real  peace?  Why  does  it  not  come  when 
so  many  are  praying  for  it? 

Read  carefully  the  words  I  have  copied  from  my 
calendar  for  you  and  keep  them  where  you  can  read 
them  often. 

Where  peace  is  not 

God  cannot  come. 

Where   God   is   not 

Peace   cannot  come. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


A  Witness  in  School 

BY  WILLIAM  D.   RAJWADE* 

A  Christian  man  has  a  greater  responsibility  than  a 
non-Christian.  A  Christian  must  be  a  witness  for  Christ 
in  every  way  of  life.  This  is  as  true  of  students  as  of 
older  people. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  experience  I  am  about  to  re- 
late I  was  living  in  the  Vocational  Training  School 
hostel  and  attending  the  municipal  high  school.  One 
Sunday  the  Y.  P.  D.  program  committee  asked  me  to 
speak  on  the  subject,  What  Can  a  Young  Christian  Do 
for  Christ?  In  speaking  on  this  subject  I  was  led  to 
say  that  every  Christian  youth  can,  by  his  life  and  fel- 
lowship, draw  at  least  one  Hindu  friend  to  Christ.  Some 
of  my  fellow  students  teased  me  about  this,  saying, 
"Now  what  are  you  going  to  do  to  live  out  that  talk?" 
This  inspired  me  to  live  a  better  life,  and  I  began  to 
speak  with  one  of  my  fellow  students  about  religious 
matters.  We  both  began  to  take  a  great  interest  in 
these  things.  At  his  request  I  gave  my  friend  a  New 
Testament,  and  afterward  he  himself  bought  a  Bible. 
Every  morning  he  would  rise  early  and  read  the  Bible 
before  beginning  his  study.  Many  times  we  had  long 
discussions  about  the  things  he  read  in  the  Bible.  As 
he  continued  his  study,  my  friend's  interest  in  religious 
matters  greatly  increased,  and  during  vacation  when  we 
were  separated  we  used  to  write  letters  to  each  other 
on  these  subjects. 

A  little  later  some  difficulties  arose  in  certain  impor- 
tant matters  in  his  life.  By  worry  over  these  things  he 
became  very  ill.  I  was  not  able  to  visit  him  frequently. 
As  he  was  an  only  son,  his  parents,  being  orthodox 
Hindus,  made  a  solemn  vow.  They  also  began  to  tie 
charms  (sacred  verses)  around  his  neck  and  wrists,  but 
he  firmly  refused  to  allow  this.  He  said,  "I  believe  in 
Christ  and  Christ  will  save  me."  He  called  me  to  his 
bedside  and  asked  me  to  pray.  During  this  time  he 
kept  his  Bible  constantly  by  his  side.  His  sickness  in- 
creased, and  all  became  terrified.  One  day  my  friend 
called  me  from  school.  His  condition  was  extremely 
serious.  After  the  doctor  had  given  him  an  injection, 
my  friend  asked  me  before  them  all  to  pray  to  Jesus  in 
his  behalf.  I  prayed  this  last  prayer  for  him  with  great 
grief  because  I  thought  that  his  condition  was  hopeless. 
Truly  God  heard  our  cry  of  despair,  and  from  that  time 
he  began  to  improve  slowly.  He  firmly  believes  that 
Jesus  himself  removed  this  sickness  from  him.  Upon 
his  recovery  he  put  a  beautiful  picture  of  Christ  in  his 
reading  room. 

Some  time  afterward  an  impossible  situation  arose 
regarding  his  wedding.  He  had  been  married  in  child- 
hood, but  he  was  not  ready  to  accept  it.  His  parents 
and  other  relatives  were  all  against  him.  The  matter 
was  discussed  for  a  long  time.  The  situation  was  so  dif- 
ficult that  I  myself  lost  hope.  I  requested  him  to  ac- 
cept his  childhood  marriage.  But  he  was  found  firmer 
in  faith  and  prayer  than  I.  He  told  me  not  to  lose  cour- 
age in  this  way.     So  by  prayer  and  faith  this  difficulty 


was  removed  in  a  wonderful  way,  and  I  saw  a  great 
change  come  over  his  parents. 

From  all  the  above  events  his  faith  become  more  firm. 
He  was  and  is  to  the  present  time  a  young  man  of  good 
character.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Hindu, 
and  that  many  of  his  own  caste  men  were  addicted  to 
bad  habits,  he  himself  had  no  bad  habits. 

Whenever  I  would  go  to  his  home  he  did  not  allow  me 
to  leave  without  praying.  Up  till  now  his  mind  has 
not  changed  toward  the  Christian  religion.  Although 
he  has  not  been  baptized,  I  am  sure  that  he  believes  in 
Christ.  His  faith  is  growing,  and  my  earnest  prayer  is 
that  some  happy  day  he  will  openly  come  to  the  feet  of 
Jesus.     I  request  that  you  may  all  pray  for  this  friend. 

In  closing,  my  earnest  prayer  is  that  many  lights  may 
be  lighted  from  the  flame  of  both  my  life  and  that  of 
other  Christian  young  people. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  February  1-8 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three    should    be    used    together. 

The  latest  word  received  from  Earl  and  Rachel  Zigler 
of  Bulsar,  India,  comes  out  of  a  recent  Bulsar  Share 
Letter  written  by  Sister  Ida  Shumaker.  She  speaks  in 
an  interesting  way  about  the  responsibility  resting  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  Ziglers  to  direct  the  district  evan- 
gelistic work  in  the  Bulsar,  Khergam  and  Jalalpor 
areas.  These  three  areas  comprise  a  large  territory  ex- 
tending north  and  south  along  the  western  coast  of  In- 
dia bordering  the  Arabian  Sea  and  eastward  from  the 
shore  to  the  foothills  of  the  range  of  the  Western  Ghat 
Mountains. 

Since  they  have  such  a  large  field  to  cover,  they  have 
borrowed  the  motor  truck  from  Dahanu.  This  auto- 
mobile will  facilitate  travel  and  save  time. 

The  Ziglers  are  desirous  that  the  home  churches  in 
America  pray  often  for  them  and  for  their  work.  Let  us 
comply  with  their  wishes. 


•Note:  This  young  man's  story  appeared  very  briefly  in  the 
June  6,  1940.  Messenger,  page  21,  under  the  title.  A  Student 
Youth  Sows  the  Seed.  We  asked  William  to  write  this  witness 
before  we  knew  that  it  would  appear  in  the  June  6  Messenger. 
It  has  seemed  wise  to  make  a  little  explanation  of  this  fact. 
—A.  F.  B. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 
Bro.  Ira  N.  H.  Brammell,  pastor  at  McLouth,  Kans., 
sends  five  dollars  to  the  General  Mission  Board  for  re- 
lief. This  money  was  given  him  for  this  purpose  by 
two  elderly  sisters  in  his  church.  At  the  close  of  his 
letter  Bro.  Brammell  says:  "These  ladies  are  sisters  in 
the  flesh,  one  being  past  82  years  old  and  the  other  past 
90.  They  are  two  wonderful  women."  Who  said,  "The 
peace  and  relief  program  appeals  mostly  to  young  peo- 
ple?" Don't  you  think  it  would  be  nice  to  mention  the 
names  of  these  two  aged  and  consecrated  sisters?  They 
are  Lydia  Kimmel  and  Mary  Hickerson. 

Dutch  properly  to  the  amount  of  $500,000,000  was  de- 
stroyed in  the  five-day  German  blitzkrieg  which  con- 
quered the  Netherlands  last  May.  A  virtually  un- 
defended city — Rotterdam — suffered  half  the  damage 
when  it  was  blasted  by  a  German  air  raid  the  day  the 
nation  surrendered.  In  Rotterdam,  where  the  German 
planes  dropped  hundreds  of  explosive  and  incendiary 
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bombs  from  a  low  height,  an  estimated  11,000  business 
premises  and  26,000  residences  were  reported  destroyed 
or  burned,  and  approximately  45,000  people  were  left 
homeless  with  loss  of  all  furniture  and  possessions. 

Bro.  Albert  C.  Wieand  has  prepared  a  nineteen-page 
booklet  entitled  The  Prince  of  Peace.  It  was  published 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 
Single  copies  sell  for  five  cents  each,  10  or  more  for  3 
cents  per  copy,  and  50  or  more  for  2  Vz  cents  apiece. 
Here  is  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph  of  this  instructive 
pamphlet — "When  I  was  a  young  man  in  college  Andrew 
Hutchison,  one  of  the  greatest  evangelists  in  Brethren 
history,  told  me  the  following  personal  experience: 
'During  the  Civil  War,  as  a  young  man,  I  was  drafted 
into  the  Confederate  army.  Because  I  could  not  con- 
scientiously become  a  soldier,  I  was  court-martialed  and 
lined  up  before  a  firing  squad.  They  were  ready  to 
shoot,  awaiting  the  final  word  to  fire.  But  in  that  sec- 
ond, the  sound  of  galloping  hoofs  was  heard  in  the  dis- 
tance. A  moment  more,  and  a  group  of  soldiers  came 
riding  up.  It  was  the  superior  officer  with  his  body- 
guard. Hastily  dismounting,  he  seized  the  sergeant  of 
the  firing  squad  by  the  shoulders,  shook  him  violently, 
and  with  a  sharp  reprimand  said,  "What  are  you  doing 
here?  You've  no  right  to  do  this.  Set  this  man  free."  '  " 


Ship  Clothing  As  Rapidly  As  Possible 

From  Shanghai  is  repeated  the  call  to  send  clothing 
to  China  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Forest  Eisenbise  writes 
that  we  should  go  ahead  with  our  clothing  project  on 
the  western  coast  and  ship  to  China,  for  there  is  tre- 
mendous need  for  all  sorts  of  serviceable  clothing. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  Pacific  Brethren  Clothing  Depots 
will  be  able  to  send  the  clothing  on  to  China  free  of 
duty  as  the  American  Friends  Pacific  Centers  have  been 
able  to  do. 

Forest  Eisenbise  says  there  is  almost  limitless  need. 
This  need  is  among  both  the  European  refugees  and 
among  the  Chinese.  He  writes  concerning  those  who 
are  being  helped  that  many  of  them  are  "children  from 
the  streets,  abandoned,  lost,  delinquent  and  sick.  It  ap- 
pears immediately  that  our  Brethren  contribution  will 
be  a  life-saver  for  some  of  this  work." 

Hence,  the  call  for  clothing  continues. 


Too  Much  to  Be  Expected 

In  Margaret  Slattery's  book  entitled,  He  Took  It  Upon 
Himself,  she  tells  of  a  Sunday-school  teacher  who  took 
upon  herself  the  burden  of  a  poor,  anemic,  hopeless- 
looking  little  daughter  of  a  cruel  drunken  father  and  a 
disheartened  mother.  She  did  so  much  for  this  little 
girl  that  the  neighbors  said  that  it  was  too  much  to  be 
expected.  Margaret  Slattery  adds,  "And  it  is  truly  too 
much  to  be  expected,  but  not  too  much  to  be  given 
when  once  the  call  sounds  in  one's  soul." 

A  good  sister  has  achieved  a  glorious  record  in  giving 
for  missions.  Looking  at  the  sums  below  you  may  say 
it  was  "too  much  to  be  expected,"  but  the  donor  does 
not  feel  it  was  too  much  to  be  given. 

March,  1929,  Conference  Budget  $100.00 

Dec,   1929,  World-Wide  Missions    100.00 

Dec.,  1930,  Home  Missions   50.00 

Feb.,  1931.  World-Wide  Missions   100.00 

Nov.,   1932,  World-Wide  Missions   100.00 

Feb.,  1933,  World-Wide  Missions   500.00 


Jan., 

1934, 

July, 

1934, 

Feb., 

1935, 

Jan., 

1936, 

Jan., 

1937, 

June 

1937, 

Jan., 

1938. 

July, 

1938, 

July. 

1938, 

July, 

1938. 

Feb., 

1939, 

June 

1939, 

Nov., 

1939, 

Nov., 

1940, 

Jan., 

1941, 

Conference  Budget    93.75 

Conference  Budget 93.75 

Conference  Budget  500.00 

Conference  Budget   98.71 

World-Wide  Missions   100.75 

Conference  Budget 100.00 

World-Wide   Missions    100.75 

Conference   Budget 200.00 

China  War  Relief    200.00 

Spanish   Relief    100.00 

World-Wide  Missions   100.00 

Conference  Budget   100.00 

World-Wide  Missions    100.00 

Home  Missions 100.00 

World-Wide  Missions   100.00 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  December  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totalled  $20,823.94.  The  total  received  for 
the  year  beginning  March  1,  1940,  was  $145,921.92,  detail 

as  follows:  Receipts  for      Total  receipts 

December  since  3-1-40 

World-wide   Missions    $6,421.94  $22,922.08 

Women's   Work   Project    731.89  6,536.15 

Home   Missions    3,876.05  6,095.56 

Foreign    Missions    693.27  3,162.84 

Junior  League  Project    389.52  1,189.03 

Intermediate    Project     5.00  61.94 

India    Mission     75.26  1,704.06 

India    Native    Worker    37.00 

India  Boarding   School    15.00  239.26 

India  Share  Plan    148.25  1,561.61 

India  Missionary  Supports    1,897.30  14,320.15 

Rhodes  Memorial   (Anklesvar  Training 

School)     2,000.00 

India   Special   Project  Fund    405.50 

China    Mission     140.57  2,173.23 

China   Native   Worker    37.66 

China   Share  Plan    94.33  403.08 

China  Missionary  Supports   1,319.48  10,876.56 

South  China  Mission   150.00 

Sweden   Mission    99.42 

Sweden  Missionary  Supports   445.51 

Africa  Missionary   Supports    601.40  8,358.15 

Africa  Mission    174.00  3,374.38 

Africa  Share  Plan 78.99  489.99 

Africa    Leper    5.00  233.71 

Conference  Budget  Undesignated    3,511.98  43,068.47 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for: 

Board  of  Christian  Education   131.41  2,373.35 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)  133.63  2,411.14 

Bethany   Biblical   Seminary 

(at   Chicago)    156.32  896.11 

General  Education  Board  6.93  66.89 

General  Ministerial  Board   14.07 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 

Fund    22.84 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan 11.00  80.83 

Youth   Serves    139.51  4,224.65 

Christian   Faith   Offering    65.91  5,886.70 

20,823.94  145,921.92 
Non-Budget  items — 

American   Red   Cross    63.70 

Brethren  Service  Certificates  200.00                       210.00 

China   War   Relief    1,149.40                     8,431.19 

European   Relief 130.66                        860.41 

European  Wheat  Fund   .  1,545.16 

Finnish    Relief     14.20 

Flood   Relief    73.86 

Jewish  Relief    1.12 

Michigan  Work  Camp    41.00                          46.00 

Peace  and  Relief    3.891.79                   26,391.56 

Polish    Relief    5.00 

Refugee   Fund    146.04                        931.71 

Stranded   Missionaries    1,111.50 

$26,382.83  $185,607.33 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mis- 
sion Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  De- 
cember 31,  1940: 

Income  since  March  1,  1940 $127,388.67 

Income  same  period  last  year 114,235.28 

Expense  since  March  1,  1940 148,589.22 

Expense  same  period  last  year 161,265.95 

Mission  deficit  December  31,  1940   7,393.33 

Mission  deficit  November  30,  1940 18,420.85 

Decrease  in  deficit,  December,  1940   11,027.52 
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You  Are  Writing  Your  Own  Story 

Selected   by   Dessie   Bollinger,   Brookville,   Ohio 

No  matter  what  else  you  are  doing, 
From  cradle  days  through  to  the  end 
You're  writing  your  life's  secret  story — • 
Each  night  sees  another  page  penned. 

Each  month  ends  a  thirty-page  chapter, 
Each  year  means  the  end  of  a  part, 
And  never  an  act  is  misstated, 
Nor  ever  one  wish  of  the  heart. 

Each  day  when  you  wake  the  book  opens, 
Revealing  a  page  clean  and  white; 
What  thoughts  and  what  words  and  what  doings 
Will  cover  its  surface  by  night? 

God  leaves  that  to  you — you're  the  writer — 
And  never  one  word  shall  grow  dim, 
Till  some  day  you  write  the  word  "Finis," 
And  give  back  your  life  book  to  him. 

— Wallace  Dunbar  Vincent. 


Our  World  Has  an  Empty  Place 

BY  ELIZABETH  F.  MILLER 

Two  cars  of  young  people  were  traveling  southward 
to  attend  church  in  another  city;  a  picnic  in  a  state  park 
would  follow.  The  earth,  newly  freshened  by  spring 
showers,  was  silver  and  green  and  gold  that  early  Sun- 
day morning.    Hearts  beat  strong  with  the  joy  of  living. 

And  then,  without  warning,  a  fatal  crash  and  one  of 
the  cars  lay  crumpled  beside  the  road  after  a  head-on 
crash  with  a  speeding  north-bound  car.  There  were  no 
screams,  only  that  terrific  splintering  crash  that  brought 
tragedy  to  our  world.  For  one  of  the  seriously  injured 
was  an  intimate  friend  in  our  fellowship  group. 

For  two  days  our  friend  lay  in  the  hospital,  between 
life  and  death,  for  consciousness  did  not  return  to  his 
splendid,  brilliant  mind.  For  two  days  we  prayed  and 
hoped,  wordless  prayers  and  voiceless  hopes. 

On  the  second  evening  we  felt  the  compelling  neces- 
sity for  our  small  group  of  friends  to  meet  together. 
Shadows  rested  on  the  earth  that  evening,  but  in  the 
heavens  the  moon  rode  high,  subduing  the  light  of  the 
stars.  In  the  west,  however,  the  evening  star  burned 
brightly.  Winds  were  still,  and  a  sense  of  beauty  and 
calm  stole  over  our  spirits. 

Much  of  that  evening  together  we  sat  in  silence,  a  si- 
lence vibrant  with  power.  Now  and  then  we  spoke  of 
our  friend.  It  didn't  seem  that  he  was  lying  on  a  hos- 
pital bed,  unconscious,  when  he  had  been  so  keenly 
aware,  but  rather  that  the  door  would  open  and  he 
would  come  into  our  group,  a  bit  late,  but  with  a  story 
to  make  us  laugh  or  think,  and  we  would  welcome  him 
warmly.  Less  than  a  week  before,  we  had  all  been 
together  in  careless  unconcern  that  Death  might  sepa- 
rate us. 

This  evening  we  thought  of  our  greater  responsibility 
if  our  friend  should  live,  and  our  greater  responsibility 
should  his  body  be  unable  to  stand  the  terrible  shock 
and  injury.    We  wanted  him  to  live.    Within  a  year  and 


a  half  we  had  all  become  intimate  friends  and  it  is  hard 
to  give  up  one  you  know  well. 

As  we  shared  our  thoughts  we  became  stronger.  We 
knew  we  couldn't  really  lose  him,  if  he  should  die,  for 
he  had  become  a  part  of  each  of  us.  We  knew  that  his 
spirit,  and  the  ideals  he  believed  in,  could  not  pass 
away.  We  came  closer  to  the  value  of  human  person- 
ality as  the  physical  life  of  our  friend  was  ebbing  away. 
For  at  that  moment,  a  million  men  were  in  arms  in 
Europe,  and  millions  of  the  homeless  were  fleeing  from 
the  terror  of  war.  When  wise  men  and  leaders  around 
us  were  being  caught  in  war  hysteria,  our  friend  had  re- 
mained calm.  He  knew  that  the  end  does  not  justify 
the  means  and  he  was  convinced  that  love  and  aware- 
ness conquer,  not  armorplated  strength.  And  through 
valuing  the  life  of  our  friend,  we  approached  a  truth  of 
all  Life. 

Before  dawn  the  next  morning  he  passed  away. 

On  Wednesday  evening  we  journeyed  to  his  boyhood 
home  and  met  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
body  of  our  friend  was  there  too.  On  his  face  was  an 
expression  of  peace  and  calm.  He  was  the  eldest  son, 
and  his  mother  had  always  depended  upon  her  boys, 
for  their  father  had  died  when  the  children  were  young. 
We  found  sadness  in  that  home  but  no  grief.  As  his 
mother  said,  "He  lived  a  full  life  and  we  must  learn  to 
carry  on  without  him." 

The  funeral  on  Friday  was  beautiful  in  the  simplicity 
of  the  Friends  church  he  had  attended  all  his  life.  Many 
flowers  bore  testimony  to  the  wide  influence  of  his  life. 
The  Chambered  Nautilus  was  read.  "Build  thee  more 
stately  mansions,  O  my  soul." 

It  is  true  that  our  friend  is  gone.  We  cannot  dial  a 
number  at  the  telephone  and  hear  his  voice.  When  our 
group  of  friends  get  together,  there  is  an  empty  place 
in  our  world.  He  will  not  go  with  us  any  more  on 
peace  teams.  The  conferences  he  had  planned  to  at- 
tend will  not  feel  his  vital  influence.  There  will  be  no 
more  hikes  and  picnics  together,  no  more  bicycle  rides, 
no  talk  until  late  at  night.  There  is  an  emptiness  in  our 
world,  an  emptiness  that  for  a  while  brings  quick  tears 
unbidden  to  our  eyes. 

All  of  this  is  a  fact,  one  of  the  hard  realities  of  life. 
But  there  are  other  realities,  too;  realities  of  the  spirit 
which  we  know  are  true  because  we  have  experienced 
them.  We  cannot  see  our  friend,  but  he  is  here  with 
each  of  us.  Life  is  a  very  marvelous  thing — we  are 
born — and  no  one  quite  understands  how  life  is  created 
— and  then  Life  never  dies.  The  body,  yes,  but  not  the 
spirit.  For  an  individual  life  is  not  separate,  a  thing  in 
itself,  but  is  a  part  of  that  Great  Whole,  in  which  all  of 
us  have  our  being,  even  though  we  may  not  be  con- 
scious of  that  kinship. 

It  no  longer  takes  the  dialing  of  four  figures  at  the 
telephone  to  reach  our  friend.  Communication  is  much 
more  direct.  Here  is  a  story  of  refugees  from  war.  Be 
still  a  moment  and  we  have  his  sorrow  with  our  own. 
Here  is  music,  hauntingly  beautiful,  and  we  know  his 
thrill  in  beauty. 

We  shall  laugh  and  in  our  laughter  will  be  the  ring 
of  his.     In  most  serious  moments  of  thinking  together 
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we  will  find  his  penetrating  thought.  As  young  people 
sing,  we  will  hear  his  voice.  When  we  are  confronted 
by  a  problem  or  a  disappointment  in  our  own  lives,  we 
will  remember  his  steady  understanding. 

This  is  why  we  must  strive  to  be  greater  than  our- 
selves. With  love  and  faith  and  courage,  we  break 
through  this  bleak  emptiness  to  a  Greater  Reality. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


Simple  Ways  to  Make  More  Beauty 

BY  CHAS.  E.  RESSER 

Some  time  ago  conversation  with  a  fellow  traveler  on 
the  train  turned  to  the  matter  of  the  appearance  of  the 
homesteads  along  the  way.  Some  of  those  we  were 
passing  were  neat  and  attractive  while  others  had  a 
very  unkempt  appearance.  We  were  speculating  as  to 
the  kind  of  people  living  in  the  various  homes,  for  it 
was  our  opinion  that  the  outside  of  the  house  had  to  ex- 
press something  of  the  quality  within;  and  the  stranger 
remarked  that  it  is  a  pity  so  many  people  fail  to  lay 
hold  on  simple  means  of  orderly  housekeeping  to  im- 
prove the  character  of  their  children.  While  we  were  at 
lunch  the  train  was  moving  through  York  County,  Pa., 
where  home  after  home  was  so  neatly  kept  that  scarcely 
a  straw  seemed  unregulated  as  to  position  and  associa- 
tion. But  strong  contrasts  appeared  before  we  got  away 
from  the  table. 

As  I  thought  about  the  observations  we  had  made,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  possibly  a  few  values  might  be 
pointed  out  to  our  folks,  for  if  any  people  should  appre- 
ciate beauty  and  lay  hold  on  the  simple  things  of  life 
which  enrich  it,  it  should  be  those  who  profess  to  be 
followers  of  the  One  whose  life  was  so  beautiful  and  at- 
tractive. 

In  many  a  homestead  attention  to  a  few  simple  things 
would  cause  it  to  look  ever  so  much  better.  For  ex- 
ample, if  the  trash  over  one-half  inch  in  size  were  col- 
lected and  destroyed,  or  put  to  use  as  fuel,  a  great  trans- 
formation would  come  over  our  country.  Imagine  also 
all  fences  kept  straight  and  free  from  brush  and  vines. 
Dead  trees  and  brush,  always  unsightly  and  often  con- 
stituting a  hazard,  would  be  removed.  Just  imagine 
how  the  countryside  would  be  improved  in  appearance 
if  only  the  dead  branches  were  cut  from  the  apple  trees 
in  the  orchard!  Many  times  the  appearance  of  the  place 
would  be  greatly  improved  by  tearing  down  and  remov- 
ing dilapidated  buildings.  Many  of  you  no  doubt  have 
known  buildings  to  remain  for  more  than  twenty-five 
years  after  they  were  no  longer  of  any  use,  and  even 
unsafe  to  enter. 

Every  person  can  do  these  things  in  their  normal 
spare  time,  with  returns  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  ef- 
fort. Imagine  the  dollars  farmers  would  save  if  every- 
one cared  for  their  implements  as  some  of  us  were 
brought  up  to  do.  It  was  a  rigid  rule  in  my  boyhood 
days  never  to  leave  anything  in  the  dew  of  the  night 
unless  it  was  impossible  to  do  otherwise,  and  then  we 
usually  covered  the  tools  and  implements  so  that  rain 
or  dew  could  not  roughen  the  plowhandles  or  rust  the 
bearings  or  other  surfaces  of  metal.  As  a  result  I  knew 
many  men  who  used  a  binder  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  while  their  neighbors,  with  the  same  acreage  to 
cut  annually,  needed  a  new  machine  every  few  years. 
Sometimes  I  observed  that  the  latter  folks  were  jealous 
of  the  people  who  saved  expenditures  merely  by  a  few 


minutes'  care,  and  often  envied  them  the  dollars  thus 
accumulated. 

Then,  too,  how  often  do  we  see  a  nice  house  that  could 
be  so  easily  beautified  by  the  addition  of  a  few  shrubs, 
and  slight  care  of  the  lawn.  Only  a  little  thought  need 
be  given  to  improve  the  appearance  of  many  homes. 
One  need  not  have  any  particular  talent  as  a  landscape 
artist  to  make  much  improvement,  for  a  little  observa- 
tion or  reading  some  of  the  common  magazines  will  suf- 
fice to  show  us  how  our  place  can  be  made  more  home- 
like. But  if  one  has  no  talent  for  landscaping  at  all, 
many  of  our  neighbors  will  be  glad  to  make  sugges- 
tions. Why  miss  the  fun  of  beautifying  your  surround- 
ings, for  the  children  will  gain  so  much  more  in  the  im- 
provement of  their  character  from  this  simple  influence 
than  it  will  cost  you,  the  parents,  both  in  time  and  ef- 
fort and  money. 

Then  there  is  the  church  also.  We  often  see  that  care 
is  given  to  the  burial  ground  next  to  the  churchyard, 
but  the  yard  itself  is  neglected.  It  is  a  fine  thing  to 
express  our  affection  for  the  departed  by  keeping  the 
cemetery  as  beautiful  as  possible.  It  is  proper  for  those 
who  have  the  care  of  the  grounds  to  see  to  the  lawn 
and  the  flowers,  and  from  time  to  time  to  give  thought 
to  the  landscaping  effect.  But  how  about  the  church- 
yard? Are  the  dead  more  important  than  the  living? 
Are  those  who  have  gone  from  us  deserving  of  more 
care  than  the  house  of  God  in  which  the  living  worship? 
We  say  our  churches  are  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
God,  yet  any  old  thing  will  do  in  the  way  of  trees  or 
lawn.  Is  God  not  to  be  worshiped  through  the  beautiful? 
Why,  then,  do  we  not  try  to  beautify  the  appearance  of 
the  church  house,  not  only  by  good  architecture  and 
decoration  inside,  but  on  the  outside  by  lawn,  shrub- 
bery and  trees,  the  things  God  himself  makes!  Again, 
only  a  little  thought  and  effort  will  work  wonders. 
Plan  wisely  and  as  chance  offers  carry  out  the  plans.  In 
a  short  while  going  to  church  will  become  a  greater 
pleasure  than  ever,  and  think,  too,  of  the  fine  social 
values  resulting  from  doing  something  like  this  for 
your  church  house. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


The  Man  Who  Started  the  First  Hospital 

BY  JULIA  GRAYDON 

His  name  was  Ephrem  Syrus,  a  Christian  father  and 
deacon  of  the  city  of  Edessa. 

A  terrible  famine  had  come,  followed  by  fever  and 
plague  and  Ephrem  begged  the  rich  men  of  the  city  to 
give  of  their  means  to  help  the  sick  and  suffering  peo- 
ple. Knowing  that  Ephrem  was  a  good  man  and  could 
be  trusted  they  put  everything  into  his  hands,  and  he 
had  three  hundred  beds  placed  in  the  public  porticoes 
of  the  city  and  he  was  also  able  to  feed  the  starving 
natives  of  an  adjoining  country  who  came  to  him  for 
relief. 

He  worked  hard,  although  an  old  man,  and  considered 
it  "a  labor  of  love." 

Soon  after  the  plague  was  stayed,  he  passed  away. 
But  he  was  not  soon  forgotten  and  many  "rose  up  to 
call  him  blessed,"  for  it  was  only  the  beginning  of  hos- 
pital work  for  the  poor  especially.  ^c, 

-;   Harrisburg,  Pa.    .*>'-•«:  ■£&.  h-A  l.".  -  ..v.  5 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


YOUNG   PEOPLE 


Youth  Serves  in  the  Local  Church 


By   Jesse   Ziegler,  Kensington,   Maryland 

In  our  church  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  regularly  met  its 
quota  for  the  annual  budget  of  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
This  budget  contained  an  allotment  for  the  Youth  Serves 
project.  Until  this  past  year  nothing  had  been  done  to 
try  to  interest  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  in  taking  a  direct  share  in 
the  Youth  Serves  project. 

It  all  grew  out  of  a  unit  of  work  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
meetings  on  Sunday  nights.  We  spent  four  weeks  in 
studying  missions.  We  started  by  studying  The  Needs 
of  the  World.  Second,  we  discussed  Can  Christ  Meet 
These  Needs?  Third,  we  looked  at  What  Christian  Mis- 
sions Are  Doing.  Fourth,  we  discussed  What  Our 
Church  Does  With  a  Budget  Dollar.  The  same  evening 
in  a  consecration  service,  after  the  young  people  were 
challenged  to  set  a  goal  by  the  pastor,  they  set  a  goal 
of  two  hours  of  support  for  the  year. 

They  made  the  simple  arrangements  required  for 
getting  this  support  over  the  year.  The  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  each  young  person  would  be  given  in  the 
Sunday  school  a  Youth  Serves  card  for  nickels  and  an 
envelope  printed  for  that  purpose  (obtainable  from  El- 
gin). At  the  same  time  he  would  bring  a  filled  one  in 
for  the  month  before. 

There  are  weaknesses  to  the  plan.  Some  members 
need  prodding.  Almost  without  exception,  however, 
those  who  were  present  at  the  original  consecration 
service  when  the  plan  was  adopted  have  been  consistent, 
loyal  supporters.  The  advantage  is  that  a  specific 
monthly  goal  is  set  and  a  systematic  method  used  for 
reaching  that  goal. 


MEN'S   WORK 

Saprophytes 

By  R.  E.  Mohler,  McPherson,  Kansas 

In  the  field  of  nature  a  saprophyte  is  a  plant  that  does 
but  little  work  for  itself.  It  is  content  to  run  its  root- 
like structures  down  deep  into  the  tissues  of  some  dead 
plant  and  remove  from  it  the  food  and  good  things  that 
had  been  stored  up  by  the  live,  active  plants  of  former 
years.  Saprophytes  are  not  limited  to  the  plant  world, 
even  though  we  seldom  think  of  them  in  other  areas. 

Some  time  ago  I  chanced  to  meet  an  old  man.  He 
was  a  man  of  wide  experience,  an  excellent  conversa- 
tionalist, and  a  man  of  varied  interests.  We  talked  of 
science,  of  politics,  of  religion  and  of  many  other  fields 
of  human  interest.  He  asked  me  concerning  my  re- 
ligious interests.  I  was  happy,  and  perhaps  somewhat 
proud,  to  tell  him  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  At  once  he  remarked,  "I  know  your  peo- 
ple. I  lived  among  them  for  many  years.  They  are 
grand  folks." 

I  live  on  "East  Street"  much  of  the  time.  This  is  es- 
pecially true  when  I  am  away  from  home  and  among 
strangers.  They  know  my  religious  background.  They 
think  that  "my  word  is  as  good  as  my  note";  they  think 
that  I  live  the  simple  life,  that  I  have  some  genuine 
convictions  about  peace  and  world  brotherhood;  Yes, 
they  think  many  good  things  about  me. 

I  like  to  have  folks  feel  that  way.    But  why  do  they 


feel  that  way?  Am  I  what  strangers  think  I  am,  or  am 
I  a  human  saprophyte,  living  off  the  good  things  ac- 
cumulated by  those  who  went  before  me?  I  know  a  lit- 
tle botany.  I  have  never  liked  saprophytes;  they  sort  of 
make  me  angry  every  time  I  meditate  upon  them  and 
their  way  of  life. 

The  most  beautiful  plants  that  I  know  began  their  life 
by  living  first  upon  the  good  things  stored  for  them  by 
the  plants  that  have  gone  before,  and  then  very  quickly 
stretch  their  leaves  into  the  great  clear  atmosphere,  and 
their  roots  down  into  the  fertile  soil,  and  from  then  on 
stand  on  their  own  and  show  their  good  works. 

I  am  glad  for  the  start  that  the  name  of  my  church 
and  the  heritage  of  good  men  give  me,  but  I'd  like  to  be 
a  man  and  carry  on  for  my  generation,  and  leave  be- 
hind for  those  who  follow  just  as  good  a  name  as  was 
left  for  me.  The  men  of  the  church  can  do  that  very 
thing  and  even  more.  But  we  cannot  do  it  if  we  are 
content  to  be  saprophytes. 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

Women's  Work  in  Middle  Indiana 

By  Effie   S.   Douglass,   District   Secretary 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  Women's  Council  of  Mid- 
dle Indiana  to  have  an  active  women's  organization  in 
every  church  in  Middle  Indiana.  To  aid  in  achieving 
this  goal  the  council  has  continued  the  project  of  visit- 
ing the  women's  organizations  in  their  regular  all-day 
meetings.  During  the  year  we  have  visited  twenty- 
seven  women's  groups.  In  the  last  two  years  the  coun- 
cil has  visited  all  but  six  local  groups.  Wherever  we 
have  gone  we  have  found  a  group  of  women,  sometimes 
large  and  sometimes  small,  but  always  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  We  have  tried  to  fellowship  with 
them  and  explain  the  relationship  of  the  local  women's 
organization  to  the  district  and  national  work.  Mission 
study  has  also  been  stressed.  Several  mothers  and 
daughters  organizations  have  been  formed  since  our 
meetings. 

We  have  had  splendid  co-operation  from  the  local 
churches  this  past  year.  The  women  responded  gener- 
ously to  the  national  project  by  giving  $1,051.03. 

During  the  year  the  call  came  to  the  women  of  our 
district  to  co-operate  with  our  men  and  young  people  in 
relief  work.  A  goal  of  two  tons  of  clothing  was  set. 
The  women  of  Middle  Indiana  were  not  satisfied  with 
so  small  a  goal,  however,  as  they  gave  a  total  of  6,919 
pounds,  or  almost  three  and  one-half  tons.  This  in- 
cluded the  soap  and  toweling  given  by  the  young  peo- 
ple. We  trust  that  each  woman  who  helped  in  this 
work  has  received  a  blessing  through  this  service. 

Our  district  women's  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  aft- 
ernoon, Oct.  12,  in  connection  with  our  district  confer- 
ence. The  meeting  this  year  was  held  in  the  Mexico 
church.  Representatives  from  twenty-nine  churches 
were  present.  We  were  especially  happy  to  have  with 
us  Miss  Anetta  Mow,  who  has  served  on  our  India  field 
and  is  now  in  our  Elgin  office.  A  feeling  of  fellowship 
and  service  pervaded  the  entire  meeting. 

The  women  decided  to  lift  an  offering  which  would 
be  used  as  a  foundation  for  a  student  ministers'  loan 
fund.    An  offering  of  $52  was  taken.    A  committee  will 
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be  appointed  by  our  president,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Shively,  to 
work  out  a  plan  for  carrying  on  a  project  of  this  kind 
in  addition  to  our  present  national  women's  project. 

The  officers  elected  were:  Mrs.  Alice  Ebey,  mission- 
ary director  for  three  years;  Mrs.  Moyne  Landis,  vice- 
president  for  three  years;  Erne  S.  Douglass,  district  sec- 
retary. 

■  ♦  ■ 

PEACE   AND   RELIEF 

An  Opportunity  for  Service  and  Business 

A  Missouri  town  of  400  people  recently  lost  its  only 
druggist  by  death.  Bro.  Glen  Rummel,  the  pastor,  ap- 
peals to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  for  someone 
to  take  up  this  important  service  to  their  village  and 
surrounding  country.  The  town  is  located  seventy-five 
miles  southeast  of  Kansas  City. 


MINISTRY 

Ministry  to  Nonresident  Members — A  Report 

By  Merlin  C.  Shull,  Pastor  Nonresident  Members 
Eleven  hundred  and  sixty-six  new  addresses  have  re- 
cently  been   added   to   our  nonresident  list.     This  has 
been  made  possible  by  the  splendid  co-operation  of  our 
pastors  and   elders.     Three  hundred  and  twenty-three 

CHRISTIAN  FINANCE 

The  Achievement  Offering 

The  brotherhood  year  closes  Feb.  28,  1941.  As  a 
church  we  hope  to  have  a  worthy  achievement  for  the 
year.  It  is  not  only  the  brotherhood  but  local  congre- 
gations making  records.  Local  congregations  cannot 
have  good  records  unless  the  members  make  it  so.  All 
the  members  are  needed.  No  record  is  really  good  if 
some  members  have  no  part  in  it.  At  least  the  record 
for  those  members  is  not  good. 

The  every  member  enlistment  is  an  ideal  to  put  into 
practice.  The  following  pledge  form  is  available  with- 
out charge.  Order  according  to  your  needs  from  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

The    Achievement    Fellowship 

I  desire  to  strengthen  my  church  in  her  world-wide 
work.  I  want  our  brotherhood  to  reach  the  goal  of 
$235,000  as  authorized  by  Annual  Conference.  Real- 
izing that  a  $14,000  increase  over  last  year's  giving 
is  needed  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  a  suffering 
world,  I  wish  to  contribute  $...-.' 

Check 

Plan  '  -    " 

Desired  .' '.    •    .  -  ■ .  s 

□   I.  Through  our  local  treasurer, 


churches  have  recently  sent  the  names  of  their  isolated 
people.  We  now  have  a- total  of  over  4,000  addresses,  or 
mons  than-,  8|000  individuals  on  our  rolls.  Each  of  these 
receives  a  quarterly  Bulletin  and  we  have  personal  cor- 
respondence with,  a;  growing  number.  In  addition  to 
this,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  ministers  have  recent- 
ly received  names  of  pepple  living  in  their  communities 
while  holding  their  membership  elsewhere.  One  pastor, 
upon  receiving  some  names,  responded  on  Nov.  14,  1940, 
by  saying:  "We  found  him  and  family,  and  for  some 
months  they  drove  fifteen  miles  to  our  church.  Later 
I  found  them  an  apartment  near  the  church  and  now  he 
is  our  assistant  superintendent  and  his  wife  is  president 
of  a  large  women's  class  in  our  Sunday  school.  Many 
others  of  whom  you  sent  me  names  have  become  active 
members."  In  many  instances,  however,  our  ministers 
are  not  so  successful  in  lining  up  the  people  who  move 
(Continued    on   Page   20) 


Name 


□   2.  Direct   to    General   Mission   Board,    22   South 
State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois.    Payment  to  be  made 

□  cash 

or 

□  to  reach  Elgin  by  Feb.  28,  1941. 


Name 


Address 

Congregation 

District 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE        ' 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 

Part  II.     Can  We  Forgive  One  Another? 

Scripture:     Luke  18:  21-35 

Sunday,  February  16 

I.  The  Situation  Giving  Rise  to  This  Question        i T 

1.  Many  church  members  seemingly  have  not  serious- 
ly faced  the  teaching  of  Jesus  that  divine  forgiveness 
and  human  willingness  to  forgive  are  joined  together. 

2.  Some  seem  to  believe  that  walking  to  the  rostrum 
and  shaking  hands  with  the  preacher  is  all  that  is 
needed  to  get  divine  pardon. 

3.  Some  professing  Christians  act  as  if  "revenge  is 
sweet,"  but  find  its  sweetness  of  short  duration. 

4.  Some  bitterly  nurse  resentment  for  long  periods  of 
time,  harming  themselves  and  others. 

5.  Every  person,  it  seems,  in  the  course  of  a  lifetime, 
becomes  the  offender  and  the  offended  one.  The  way 
out  must  be  clearly  understood  by  all. 

6.  Illfeeling  toward  others  may  lead  to  restlessness, 
sleeplessness,  nervous  indigestion,  loss  of  efficiency,  de- 
pression, and  even  nervous  prostration  or  functional  dis- 
orders. 

7.  The  progress  of  the  kingdom  is  delayed  by  unfor- 
giving church  members. 

II.  The  Way  Out 

1.  Read  carefully  and  prayerfully  the  teaching  of  Je- 
sus (Matt.  18:  21-35;  6:  14,  15;  6:  12). 

2.  Read  carefully  and  prayerfully  the  experience  of 
Jesus  (Luke  23:  32-34). 

3.  Read  Paul's  instructions  m  Rom.  12:  14. 

4.  Never  carry  over' into  the  next  day  the  burden  of 
an  illfeeling  toward  anyone.  Think  quietly  and  loving- 
ly of  any  who  may  have  wronged  you  during  the  day. 
Ask  God's  guidance  that  you  may  be  shown 'som^  way 
of  truly  helping  them. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do  About  It? 

1.  Let  someone  or  several  tell  their  experiences  with 
forgiving  or  being  forgiven,  or  not  doing  sO. 

2.  Would  it  help  to  have  more  or  fewer  sermons  on 
this  doctrine  of  forgiveness?  7 

3.  How  may  children  be  taught  to  forgive,  or  do  they 
forgive  until  taught  not  to?    '  .  . 

4.  Shall  we  practice  Matt  5:23  more  literally?  Some 
have  done  this  with  good'feffeet. 

"^W  tc/i   c 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  2 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Individual's  Responsibility- 
Regarding  Beverage  Alcohol. — Hab.  2:  15;  Gen.  4:  9-12; 
Mark  9:42-48;   1  Thess.  5:22. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Conditions  of  Discipleship. 
Matt.  12:43-45;  Luke  14:25-33. 

B.  Y.  P.  D„  How  Do  We  Know  That  God  Speaks  to 
Us  in  the  Bible? 

Intermediates,  The  Story  of  Our  Church. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Ligonier  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Libertyville  church,  Iowa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa,  Bro. 
H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Paint  Creek  church,  Kans.,  Bro. 
A.  W.  Adkins,  evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Tire  Hill  church,  Pa.,  Broth- 
er J.  W.  Hess,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  New  Fairview  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Robert  Cocklin,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Heidelberg  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Norman  Musser,  evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Troutville  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Cecil  O.  Showalter,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Lower  Conewago  church,  Pa., 
Bro.  Otho  Hassinger,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Fairchance  church,  Pa.,  Brother 
and  Sister  P.  Ewing  Jones,  evangelists. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Westmont  church,  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  Bro.  Lewis  Brumbaugh,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Free  Spring  house,  Lost  Creek 
congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  M.  Snavely,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized,  one  reconsecrated,  one  received  on 
former  baptism  and  three  awaiting  baptism  in  the 
Green  Hill  church,  Va.,  Bro.  M.  Guy  West,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  Feb.  24,  in 
the  Pontiac  church,  Mich. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Feb. 
2-16,  in  the  Chambersburg  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  of  Shippensburg,  Pa., 
March  10-23,  in  the  Frederick  City  church,  Md. 

Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober  of  Frederick,  Md.,  March  24  to 
April  6,  in  the  Oakton  church,  Fairfax  congregation, 
Va.  ... 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  J.  Quinter  Miller,  now  Associate  General  Secre- 
tary of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  has  changed 
his  address  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  41  Grandview 
Boulevard,  Tuckahoe,  New  York. 

The  day  was  Jan.  14  when  Brother  and  Sister  Geo.  W. 
Wrightsman  of  the  Virden  church  of  Southern  Illinois 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  We  assume  that  you 
would  like  to  join  us  in  rejoicing  with  them. 


A  recent  visitor  at  the  Messenger  offices  was  Miss 
Ruth  A.  Martin  of  the  Lancaster  church  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  now  a  student  at  Moody  Bible  Institute 
in  preparation  for  service  in  the  Sudan  Interior  Mission. 

President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  is  the  speaker  tomorrow, 
Feb.  2,  morning,  afternoon  and  evening,  at  the  Toledo 
church  of  Northwestern  Ohio.  There  will  be  a  basket 
dinner.  It's  "Loyalty  Sunday"  and  "neighboring  church- 
es are  invited." 

"You  have  made  your  mistakes,  I've  made  mine,  let's 
bury  them  and  go  ahead."  If  Grandpa  Reitz  could  feel 
like  that  on  rounding  out  the  first  century  of  his  earth- 
ly career  (see  Personal  Mention  of  Dec.  14),  younger 
lads  of  seventy  or  eighty  should  take  courage.  Look 
next  week  for  more  about  him. 

Dean  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Elizabethtown  College,  re- 
ferring to  the  announcement  in  last  week's  Messenger, 
advises  us  that  the  trustees  have  not  yet  chosen  a  suc- 
cessor to  President  R.  W.  Schlosser.  We  are  indeed 
sorry  to  have  been  misinformed  and  thus  to  have  con- 
tributed to  anyone's  embarrassment  in  this  matter. 

Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller  said  she  is  afraid  folks  will 
think  she  must  not  have  done  much  work  in  India, 
when  we  spoke  of  the  healthy  and  youthful  counte- 
nance she  wears.  She  need  not  worry  about  that.  We 
all  know  her  too  well  and  the  meaning  of  those  forty 
years  of  tireless  devotion.  There  must  be  another  rea- 
son. 

Sister  Kathryn  Kiracofe  of  Vyara,  India,  tells  of  "a 
baptism  and  a  wedding  all  in  one  afternoon.  One  of 
our  former  schoolboys  brought  the  girl  of  his  choice. 
The  master  of  the  village  had  been  teaching  her  and 
preparing  her  for  baptism.  Immediately  after  the  bap- 
tism the  wedding  was  held.  We  always  rejoice  when  a 
Christian  home  is  established." 

Brother  and  Sister  John  D.  Bonsack  of  Empire,  Calif., 
will  have  your  congratulations  on  the  golden  wedding 
they  are  about  to  celebrate.  The  original  date  was  Feb. 
7,  1891.  They  are  planning  a  family  dinner  at  noon, 
Sunday,  Feb.  9,  and  will  keep  open  house  from  two  to 
five  o'clock.  Next  week  we  hope  to  show  you  how 
kind  the  years  have  been  to  them. 

Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober,  pastor  of  the  Frederick  church 
of  Eastern  Maryland,  has  been  appointed  an  associate 
member  of  the  County  Advisory  Board  for  Registrants, 
an  indication  of  the  tolerant  attitude  of  the  government 
toward  the  conscientious  objector.  "He  will  be  called 
upon  only  in  cases  of  those  who  .  .  .  oppose  combatant 
service  or  noncombatant  military  training." 

... 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Middle  Pennsylvania  churches  will  please  note:  All 
material  for  the  program  booklet  for  the  district  con- 
ference to  be  held  April  8-10  must  be  in  the  hands  of 
Secretary  Joseph  H.  Clapper,  Hopewell,  Pa.,  not  later 
than  March  1. 

Southern  Indiana  churches  are  requested  to  note  that 
Bro.  Howard  Burnett  "has  resigned  from  the  peace  di- 
rectorship" on  account  of  "a  too  heavy  school  program," 
and  that  all  correspondence  concerning  this  work 
should  now  be  addressed  to  Bro.  R.  L.  Showalter,  1319 
W.  Eighth  St.,  Anderson,  Ind. 
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Mrs.  Maliie  O.  Weaver  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  writes  to  tell 
us  more  about  the  baptismal  scene  pictured  on  page  24 
of  the  Messenger  for  Jan.  18.  The  picture  shows  a  por- 
tion of  the  Chiques  Creek,  and  it  was  in  this  creek  that 
the  baptism  was  performed. 

Rededication  service  of  the  newly  remodeled  and 
equipped  basement  as  well  as  redecorated  auditorium 
will  be  held  at  the  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Sunday  afternoon,  Feb.  9,  at  two  o'clock.  A  spe- 
cial program  is  being  prepared.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of 
North  Manchester  will  be  the  speaker.  A  basket  din- 
ner will  be  served  at  the  church.  Former  members  and 
ministers  are  especially  invited  to  be  present. — H.  D. 
Emmert. 

Employment  needed.  A  brother  in  an  eastern  state 
writes  that  he  is  in  need  of  employment.  He  has  ex- 
perience in  store,  factory,  farm,  truck  driving,  post  of- 
fice, and  the  ministry.  He  will  go  anywhere,  but  pre- 
fers Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  or  West  Virginia.  He  is 
under  fifty  years  of  age  and  has  a  wife  and  nine  chil- 
dren. The  youngest  child  is  twelve  and  the  oldest 
twenty-two.  All  are  active  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  The  Brethren  Service  Committee,  Elgin, 
Illinois,  wants  to  correspond  with  any  one  who  can  help 
locate  this  family. 

It  happened  live  years  ago,  but  I  can't  forget  it.  While 
being  occupied  with  studies  in  my  room  in  Union  Semi- 
nary in  Richmond,  Va.,  on  a  cold  winter  morning,  the 
familiar  sound  of  the  swishing  mop  played  through  the 
hall.  As  the  mop  brushed  around  my  door,  absorbing 
particles  of  dust  from  the  well-waxed  floors,  the  soft 
tune  of  an  old  hymn  reached  my  ears.  The  words  I  had 
often  heard  before — "Wash  me  and  I  shall  be  whiter 
than  snow" — but  that  morning  the  words  carried  an  en- 
tirely new  meaning,  for  I  knew  that  the  one  pushing  the 
mop  was  "Willie,"  the  likable  Negro  janitor. — Chester 
I.  Harley,  Stanardsville,  Va. 

The  World  Day  of  Prayer.  In  spite  of  war,  in  every 
nation  around  the  globe  there  will  be  groups  of  Chris- 
tian women  kneeling  for  prayer  on  Feb.  28,  1941,  as 
they  observe  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  Prayers  for 
love  and  goodwill  among  the  nations  were  never  more 
desperately  needed.  Women  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  America,  England,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
Africa,  India  and  China  will  enter  into  this  fellowship 
of  prayer.  The  theme  is  Thy  Kingdom  Come.  The 
program  supplies  consist  of  the  Program,  2c;  Handbook, 
10c;  Poster,  5c;  and  Call  to  Prayer  leaflet.  Send  to  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  young  people  will  meet  at  the 
Elizabethtown  Church  of  the  Brethren  tomorrow  (Feb. 
2)  for  afternoon  and  evening  meetings  with  the  fellow- 
ship banquet  scheduled  for  5:30  P.  M.  in  the  Elizabeth- 
town  College  gymnasium.  The  afternoon  session  will 
begin  at  2:30  o'clock  with  worship  led  by  the  Harris- 
burg  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  music  by  the  Lancaster  young 
people.  Bro.  Herman  Heisey  will  give  the  sermon.  The 
evening  service  will  open  at  7:30  o'clock  with  worship 
by  the  Midway  B.  Y.  P.  D.  A  girl's  sextet  from  Eliza- 
bethtown will  furnish  special  music.  The  evening  ser- 
mon, I  Love  Life,  will  be  given  by  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst. 

We  salute  over  3,000  new  Gospel  Messenger  sub- 
scribers! Not  since  the  first  year  under  the  seventy-five 
per  cent  club  plan  has  the  Messenger  gone  into  so  many 
new  homes  in  so  short  a  time.  The  cause  of  this  grow- 
ing list  is  the  improved  Gospel  Messenger  club  plan. 


Under  this  new  arrangement  the  Messenger  may  be 
had  at  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  year  in  "those  churches  hav- 
ing 100%  of  the  resident  membership  as  subscribers — 
cash  in  full  to  accompany  the  order."  To  these  thou- 
sands of  new  readers  a  word  of  introduction  may  be  in 
place.  The  Gospel  Messenger  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  paper  is  now  in  its  nine- 
tieth year  and  plans  are  under  way  to  call  some  special 
attention  to  this  fact  in  the  course  of  the  next  few 
months.  The  Messenger  is  written  by  Brethren  people 
and  for  Brethren  people.  Even  so,  many  outside  Breth- 
ren homes  find  it  interesting,  even  inspiring  on  occasion. 
Naturally  we  hope  the  new  readers  will  find  the  Mes- 
senger helpful.  It  is  our  hope  that  it  will  answer  to  the 
special  needs  of  these  trying  days.  And  we  invite  you 
to  become  more  than  readers.  It  may  well  be  that 
among  these  3,000  new  subscribers  there  are  those  who 
have  a  message  or  suggestion  to  share.  If  so,  write  it 
briefly  and  plainly.  You  can  help  us  make  a  better 
Messenger. 

The  Civilian  Public  Service  Movement 

The  above  title  is  the  official  name  of  the  national 
service  to  which  conscientious  objectors  are  being 
called  by  the  government.  The  organization  of  camps 
under  the  supervision  of  the  church  is  advancing 
steadily. 

In  the  meantime  district  conferences  throughout  the 
brotherhood  are  being  called  to  take  action  upon  the 
movement.  Southern  Pennsylvania,  the  First,  Second, 
Northern  and  Southern  districts  of  Virginia,  the  Dis- 
trict of  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  the  Southern,  Northern 
and  Middle  districts  of  Indiana,  the  Southern  District 
of  Ohio,  Northeastern  Ohio  and  Northern  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  are  all  known  to  have  held  special  confer- 
ences as  suggested  by  Standing  Committee.  No  doubt 
others  have  been  held  of  which  there  is  as  yet  no  re- 
port. 

These  meetings  have  been  largely  attended  and  there 
has  been  a  remarkable  unity  of  thought  and  spirit.  As 
far  as  known  every  decision  has  been  reached  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  delegates.  In  many  of  these 
conferences  the  offerings  lifted  have  been  generous 
and  many  congregations  are  already  organized  to  carry 
out  the  decision  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Ministers  and  pastors  should  study  with  care  all 
bulletins  and  letters  from  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee which  are  being  mailed  on  this  problem.  Dis- 
tricts desiring  assistance  from  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  in  presenting  the  problem  to  their  district 
meetings  should  correspond  with  H.  Spenser  Minnich 
of  Elgin,  111.    He  has  agreed  to  handle  such  requests. 

It  is  now  agreed  that  the  first  civilian  public  service 
camp  to  be  opened  under  Brethren  auspices  will  be 
located  at  Lagro,  Ind.  The  lease  is  being  negotiated 
with  every  assurance  that  it  will  be  completed  within 
the  next  week. 

Lagro  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  North  Manchester. 
The  camp  is  in  the  Salamonie  River  State  Forest  and 
was  formerly  occupied  by  about  two  hundred  working 
as  a  civilian  conservation  camp.  The  state  of  Indiana, 
in  co-operation  with  the  federal  government,  has 
planted  hundreds  of  acres  in  seedlings  to  arrest  soil 
erosion  and  to  produce  timber  for  warming  and  shelter- 
ing future  generations.     These  large  plantings  must  be 

(Continued    on   Page   20) 
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Some  High  Points  in  Our  Church  Growth 

The  writer  has  been  much  interested  in  gathering 
records  of  church  growth  and  expansion  over  the  past 
year  and  has  found  the  following  high  points. 

Pennsylvania  as  usual  is  high  for  baptisms,  and  has 
reported  1,325;  Virginia  is  second  with  908.  We  have 
had  92  received  on  former  baptism,  46  reinstated  and 
139  reported  as  "added"  or  some  such  equivalent. 

The  highest  number  reported  as  baptized  as  the  re- 
sult of  one  protracted  meeting  is  44  in  Virginia;  the 
same  church  reported  38  for  a  meeting  held  in  Janu- 
ary. Some  other  highs  are  Washington  36,  Virginia 
35,  and  West  Virginia  32. 

Some  total  highs  given  for  one  week  are  Aug.  24, 
350;  April  20,  275;  Jan.  20,  268. 

The  high  states  for  one  week  are:  Aug.  24,  Virginia 
113;  June  12,  Pennsylvania  76;  April  20,  Indiana  75; 
Jan.  20,  Indiana  72.  In  conclusion  I  will  give  the  lowest 
total  for  any  one  week — July  6,  14. 

Nampa,  Idaho.  David  Betts. 


Central  West  Regional  Conference 

The  Regional  Conference  for  the  Central  West  will 
be  held  at  McPherson  College,  McPherson,  Kans.,  Feb. 
23-28.  The  conference  will  be  of  special  interest  to  min- 
isters, church  school  officers  and  teachers,  and  directors 
of  age  groups.  The  general  public  is  also  invited.  Lodg- 
ing will  be  provided  free  and  meals  furnished  at  rea- 
sonable prices.  The  principle  features  of  the  daily  pro- 
gram are  as  follows — 

SUNDAY,    FEBRUARY  23 
9:45  Sunday  school  in  the  McPherson  church 

10:45  Sermon  , Desmond  W.  Bittinger 

3:00  Regional  Youth  Conference   

Kurtis   Naylor,   President 

6:30  Young  People's  Program   Raymond  Peters 

7:15  Sermon,  Calling  Ourselves  to  Order  

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Williams 

The  Children's  Work  cabinet  of  the  Southwestern  District  of 
Kansas  will  conduct  a  one-day  institute  for  teachers  and  leaders 
of  children  in  the  McPherson  church  on  Feb.  23,  beginning  at 
nine  a.  m.  sharp.  The  institute  is  open  to  all  who  are  interested. 
There  will  be  demonstration  teaching,  observation,  discussion 
and  display  of  materials. 

MONDAY,   FEBRUARY   24 

9:40  College  Chapel,  Disappointing  One's  Future 

....... Rev.   Thomas   A.  Williams 

10:20  Church  Program  Series:    The  Youth  Program 

of  the  Church   Raymond  Peters 

llrlO  Address,  The  Mission  of  the  Ministry 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Williams 

1:30  to  3:10  Address  and  Forum — The  Plans  and 
Program  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
and  the  Counsel  for  Conscientious  Objectors, 
led  by  M.  R.  Zigler 

3:10  Conference  on  Brethren  Young  People's  Work 

............. Raymond   Peters,   Leader 

7:15  Sermon,  The  Wave  of  the  Future 

Rev.   Thomas  A.  Williams 


.     TUESDAY,    FEBRUARY   25 

8:30  to  9:40  Ministerial  Conference,  Where  Minis- 
ters are  Made  or  Broken,  Leader,  H.  L.  Hartsough 

8:30  to  9:40  Women's  Work  Conference 

Leader,   Anetta  Mow 

9:40  College  Chapel   Speaker,  Ruth  Shr-iver 

10:20  Church  Program  Series:  Women's  Work  Pro- 
gram of  the  Church 
11:10  Address   Desmond  Bittinger 

1 :30  Address,  The  Urgency  of  Evangelism   

H.   L.   Hartsough 

2:15  Forum,  Effective  Evangelistic  Methods   

Paul  Brandt 

3:10  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Conference  Raymond  Peters 

7:30  Sermon,  Justifying  Ourselves   ...H.  L.  Hartsough 

WEDNESDAY,    FEBRUARY    26 

8:30  to  9:40  Ministers'  Conference,  Trends  in  Our 

Ministry    Leader,  H.  L.  Hartsough 

8:30  to  9:40  Women's  Work  Conference   

Leader,   Anetta  Mow 

9:40  Chapel   Speaker,  H.  L.  Hartsough 

10:20  Church  Program  Series,  Creative  Leadership 

for  Children's  Work   Ruth  Shriver 

11:10  Address    Burton  Metzler 

1:30  Address,  The  Church  Meets  the  Present  Crises 

H.   L.   Hartsough 

2:15  Address,  An  Interpretation  of  the  Nature  of 

Religious  Experience  for  Young  People   .... 

Raymond  Peters 

3:10  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Conference  .  .Leader,  Raymond  Peters 
7:30  Sermon,  The  Lifting  Power  of  Great  Thoughts 

Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

THURSDAY,    FEBRUARY    27 

8:30  to  9:40  Ministers'  Conference,  Lest  We  Forget 

Leader,   H.   L.   Hartsough 

8:30  to  9:40  Children's   Work   Conference    

Leader,    Ruth   Shriver 

9:40  College   Chapel,   Certainty   in   an   Uncertain 

World Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

10:20  Church  Work  Series,  The  Ministerial  Program 

of  the  Church  ; H.  L.  Hartsough 

11:10  Address,   On   Being   True   to   the   Gospel  of 

Christ Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

12:00  Fellowship  Luncheon 

1:45  Men's  Meeting   Leader,  R.  E.  Mohler 

1:45  Women's  Meeting   ..Leader,  Mrs.  V.  F.  Schwalm 

3:10  B.  Y.  P.  D .Leader,  Raymond  Peters 

7:30  Sermon,  How  to  Build  a  New  World  ........ 

Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

FRIDAY,    FEBRUARY    28 

8:30  to  9:40  Ministers'   Conference,   Recapturing 

Lost  Values  Leader,  H.  L.  Hartsough 

8:30  to  9:40  Women's  Work  Conference   

Leader,   Anetta  Mow 

9:40  College  Chapel,  Speaker,  Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

10:15  Half-Hour  Sacred  Music  Concert 

Music  Department  of  McPherson  College 

10:45  Closing  Address  of  Conference,  Rededicating 

Our  Lives  Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe 

Among  the  guest  speakers  will  be  Albert  Buckner 
Coe,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Oak  Park, 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— February   1,   1941 


19 


111.,  and  nationally  known  in  religious  circles;  Thomas 
Williams,  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church  in  Wich- 
ita,- Kans.,  one  time  head  of  the  Bible  department  at 
Oklahoma  City  University;  and  from  our  own  people 
and  needing  no  introduction,  the  following  are  sched- 
uled to  speak:  H.  L.  Hartsough,  Ruth  Shriver,  Ray- 
mond Peters,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Anetta  Mow,  Bernard  N. 
King,  Desmond  Bittinger,  Burton  Metzler,  Paul  K. 
Brandt. 

McPherson,  Kans.  V.  F.  Schwalm. 


Summer  School  at  Bethany 

Summer  School  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
Bethany  Bible  Training  School  is  scheduled  this  year 
for  July  21— Aug.  15. 

Courses  and  Teachers 

Basic  Doctrines  of  the  Christian  Faith  

William    M.    Beahm 

Wisdom  Literature   Floyd  E.  Mallott 

Exegesis  of  Prophetic  Books Floyd  E.  Mallott 

Pastoral  Visitation  and  Counseling  .  .Rufus  D.  Bowman 
Children's  Division  in  Christian  Education 

Miss  Carrie  R.  Simmers 

Credits 

Each  class  will  meet  two  hours  per  day  for  five  days  a 
week.  Students  may  earn  eight  quarter  hours  of  credit 
by  taking  two  classes. 

Expenses 

Expenses  are  held  to  the  minimum.  Rooming  accom- 
modations may  be  secured  in  the  Bethany  buildings. 
There  will  be  a  registration  fee  of  $2.  Bethany  rooms 
and  apartments  will  be  rented  at  the  normal  weekly  or 
monthly  rate.  However,  for  ministers  in  active  service, 
scholarships  will  be  available  ranging  from  $10.50  to  $15, 
adjusted  according  to  the  rate  for  apartment  rent.  Sin- 
gle students  may  room  in  the  Bethany  dormitories. 

For  Whom 

Ministers,  ministers'  wives,  church  school  teachers, 
children's  workers,  and  others  preparing  for  more  effec- 
tive Christian  service. 

The  time  for  this  summer  school  has  been  set  in  order 
that  pastors  might  attend  during  their  vacation  period. 

For  further  information  or  registration  blanks,  write 
to  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President,  3435  West  Van  Buren 
Street,  Chicago,  111.  For  room  or  apartment  reserva- 
tions, write  to  J.  E.  Keller,  Business  Manager. 

Chicago,  111.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President. 


Thinking  Out  Loud  in  Our  Times 

I  am  embarrassed  because  there  is  special  privilege 
given  to  us  ministers  of  draft  age.  What  have  we  done 
to  merit  this?  Why  should  I  be  coddled  when  other 
young  men  my  age  are  called  to  serve  their  country 
with  no  office  to  shield  them?  No  one  is  more  frowned 
upon  in  school  than  the  teacher's  pet.  Most  boys  and 
girls,  with  a  sense  of  belonging  to  their  group,  shy  away 
from  this  type  of  recognition.  Being  a  minister  of  draft 
age,  I  find  myself  in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the 
teacher's  pet.  This  causes  me  a  great  deal  of  embar- 
rassment. The  eight  young  men  of  Union  Theological 
Seminary  who  tried  to  do  something  about  this  were  re- 
warded by  a  year  in  prison. 


There  must  be  something  the  matter  with  me  that  I 
am  too  weak  to  even  be  asked  to  carry  a  share  of  my 
country's  burden.  I  am  not  deferred;  I  am  exempted. 
A  man  with  a  wooden  leg  would  be  called  to  serve  his 
country  before  I  would  be  called.  Whether  this  is  a 
denial  of  a  citizenship  right  or  whether  it  is  allowing 
special  privilege,  it  places  me  in  a  false  position  in  re- 
lation to  the  world  in  which  I  live.  When  I  think  of 
this,  my  embarrassment  increases. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  my  peace  testimony  is  too  vig- 
orous, the  law  can  place  a  fine  of  $5,000  or  a  year  in 
prison,  or  both  upon  me.  My  country  does  not  want 
my  service  nor  does  it  want  my  convictions.  I  believe 
that  Jesus  would  have  been  very  much  embarrassed  if 
he  could  not  have  served  or  taught  as  he  desired. 

As  a  minister,  I  am  supposed  to  be  in  a  position  to 
serve,  but  in  our  times,  the  young  man  in  any  other  vo- 
cation has  a  far  better  chance  to  give  a  real  peace  testi- 
mony than  I  have.  My  peace  message  cannot  be  as  ef- 
fective since  the  young  men  in  my  church  know  that 
I  will  not  be  touched  by  the  draft.  Anyone  who  lives 
in  a  vacuum  knows  little  or  nothing  about  the  storms  of 
life.     My  embarrassment  is  increasing. 

Milledgeville,  111.  Paul  E.  Miller. 


Milton  Charles  Lininger 

Milton   Charles  Lininger  peacefully   passed   away  at 
his  home,  Ashland,  Oregon,  Nov.  27,  1940,  at  the  age  of 
66  years,  11  months,  and  17  days.     He  was  born  Dec. 
10,    18/3,   near  Mercersburg,   Pa., 
where   he   resided   until   the   age 
of  eighteen  years.    He  then  went 
to  Dixon,  111.,  where  he  studied 
telegraphy.     Sometime    later    he 
moved     to     Bonesteel,     S.     Dak., 
where  he  was  employed  for  eight 
or  ten  years  by  the  Chicago  and 
Northwestern  Railway  as  opera- 
tor and  station  agent. 

In  the  fall  of  1904  he  and  his 
family  moved  to  Ashland,  Ore- 
gon. Here  he  became  known  as 
one  of  the  outstanding  business 
leaders  of  southern  Oregon.  The  year  following  his 
arrival  in  Ashland  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Ashland  Fruit  Association,  and  was  later  elected 
as  manager  of  the  association.  In  1912  he  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Ashland  Preserving  Co.  Later  he  and 
his  son,  Bruce,  became  the  sole  proprietors  of  the  busi- 
ness and  operated  the  plant  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1924  he  went  into  the  hardware  business,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a  partner  with  his  son,  Bruce, 
in  a  road  and  farm  implement  business.  Along  with 
this  interest  he  was  operator  of  the  Lininger  Sand  and 
Gravel  Co.  With  this  connection  he  was  also  a  con- 
tractor for  county  and  state  highway  construction  pro- 
jects. 

In  all  his  business  relationships  his  manner  of  life 
bore  a  clear  testimony  of  the  genuineness  of  his  Chris- 
tian faith.  His  home-town  newspaper  made  this  interest- 
ing comment  in  its  account  of  his  death:  "Mr.  Lininger 
was  known  as  a  man  who  was  always  ready  to  do  a 
neighborly  deed,  and  sometimes  kept  men  employed 
past  the  time  when  their  services  were  needed,  rather 
than  see  them  out  of  work."  woum  has  »q:,ri 
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•  Not  the  least  important  was  his  position  as  a  church 
leader.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
the  year  1906.  He  was  called  to  the  ministry  April  6, 
1908.  On  April  2,  1909,  he  was  advanced  to  the  second 
degree  of  the  ministry;  and  then  the  following  year  he 
was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 

He  served  the  church  with  a  full  measure  of  devo- 
tion. On  Sundays  he  was  found  either  in  the  home 
church  preaching,  teaching  a  Sunday-school  class,  or 
preaching  at  some  outlying  mission  point.  His  services 
were  given  gladly  without  any  thought  of  praise  or  re- 
muneration. 

He  was  a  time-honored  member  of  the  district  board. 
His  business  ability  made  him  an  invaluable  counselor 
on  matters  of  district  finance.  For  that  reason  he  was 
for  many  years  elected  to  the  office  of  district  treasurer, 
which  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
passing  has  left  the  District  of  Oregon  in  deep  sorrow, 
not  because  anyone  of  us  would  want  to  withhold  him 
from  the  Father's  awaited  reward  of  the  faithful,  but 
because  of  a  deep  sense  of  irreparable  loss. 

Of  his  immediate  family  he  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mary  Blair  Lininger,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage at  Hagerstown,  Md.,  April  20,  1897;  by  four  sons: 
Bruce  M.,  Ellis  S.,  Earl  E.,  Raymond  B.,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Gladys  Lininger  Wright;  also  by  one  brother,  Na- 
than Lininger,  Burns,  Mont.,  and  by  six  grandchildren. 


Ministry  to  Nonresident  Members 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 
into  their  communities.  Sometimes  their  presence,  es- 
pecially in  large  cities,  is  not  known  for  even  a  year  or 
more  after  their  arrival.  Many  would  be  saved  to  the 
church  if  the  minister  or  someone  else  appointed  by 
the  church  would  notify  the  minister  of  the  church  into 
whose  community  the  person  is  moving.  If  the  pastor 
could  appear  while  the  van  is  being  unloaded  it  would 
have  a  great  influence  on  the  strangers.  Thus  streets 
and  house  numbers  should  be  given  when  at  all  pos- 
sible. When  young  people  are  moving  to  a  place  like 
Washington,  D.  C,  why  not  encourage  them  to  go  im- 
mediately to  the  parsonage  and  receive  wise  guidance 
in  finding  a  suitable  location? 

Our  office  merely  reports  the  presence  of  nonresident 
members  to  pastors.  We  believe  that  the  personal  min- 
istry of  our  pastors  is  infinitely  better  and  more  effec- 
tive than  anything  we  can  do.  Thus,  with  few  excep- 
tions, the  8,000  persons  mentioned  previously  are  living 
outside  of  Brethren  communities. 

In  the  near  future  we  will  share  with  Messenger 
readers  a  few  more  of  the  inspiring  letters  we  receive 
from  these  isolated  members.  Hundreds  of  these  folks 
are  as  fully  devoted  to  their  local  congregations,  and 
the  brotherhood  at  large,  as  the  most  faithful  resident 
members.  It  is  our  purpose  to  help  maintain  and 
strengthen  this  devotion.  Your  prayers  and  your  sug- 
gestions for  the  improvement  of  this  ministry  will  be 
appreciated.  I  always  think  of  myself  as  an  assistant 
to  each  of  our  ministers  in  charge  of  churches  in  his 
ministry  to  his  own  nonresident  members.  We  trust 
that  you  write  your  members  at  stated  intervals  and  en- 
courage them  in  every  possible  way  in  their  Christian 
life.  In  these  uncertain  days  some  are  thinking  more 
about  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  than  they  have  for 
some  time.  These  are  days  when  letters  of  comfort, 
hope  and  encouragement  mean  much. 


The  service  was  held  in  the  Ashland  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  Nov.  30  with  the  undersigned  officiating, 
assisted  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  E.  J.  Wine.  Phil.  3:12-14 
was  used  as  the  text  of  the  message  by  the  request  of 
the  family  as  it  was  a  favorite  text  of  the  departed 
one.  A  mixed  quartet  sang  four  favorite  hymns.  Bro. 
Geo.  R.  Shade,  president  of  the  district  board  and  Mr. 
Thornton  S.  Wiley,  mayor  of  Ashland,  tendered  heart- 
felt eulogies.  The  casket  was  borne  by  six  ministers 
of  the  district— Geo.  R.  Shade,  E.  J.  Wine,  Noble  Stuts- 
man, J.  W.  Barnett,  C.  E.  Wolff  and  Louis  D.  Root.  The 
body  was  quietly  laid  to  rest  in  the  Mountain  View 
cemetery. 

F.  H.  Barr,  District  Executive  Secretary. 

Myrtle  Point,  Oregon. 


The  Civilian  Public  Service  Movement 

(Continued  From  Page  17) 
preserved  and  protected  for  many  years  to  come.    They 
are  now  inadequately  safeguarded  and  the  state  is  in 
danger  of  losing  through   fire   and  otherwise  the  vast 
investment  which  has  already  been  made. 

This  forest  is  surrounded  by  a  large  Brethren  con- 
stituency and  its  development  and  protection  now  will 

bring  blessing  to 
our  Brethren  pos- 
terity down  across 
the  centuries.  It 
constitutes  a  serv- 
ice of  great  signi- 
ficance for  the  fu- 
ture and  will  enable 
our  young  men  to 
serve  in  creative 
ways  in  a  time 
when  millions  of 
the  young  men  of 
the  world  are  en- 
gaged in  pursuits 
of  devastation  and 
destruction. 

The  Brethren 
Service  Committee 
is  happy  to  an- 
nounce that  Bro.  J. 
Clyde  Forney,  pas- 
tor of  the  Elgin 
church,  will  be- 
come the  first  di- 
rector of  a  civilian 
public  service  camp  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The 
Elgin  church  has  graciously  agreed  to  loan  him  for  a 
period  of  six  months  to  this  movement.  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man, Jr.,  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  will  serve  as  assistant 
director,  and  Mark  Schrock  of  Olympia,  Wash.,  will 
serve  as  treasurer  and  business  manager.  There  is  yet 
to  be  added  to  the  staff  a  physician,  a  nurse  and  a  dieti- 
tian. 

This  camp  is  being  equipped  for  one  hundred  men 
but  can  easily  be  extended  to  a  camp  of  two  hundred 
or  more.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  have  this  camp 
ready  for  operation  by  Feb.  4  at  which  time  the 
government  now  expects  to  grant  us  our  first  consign- 
ment of  men  who  cannot  fight  but  will  work,  even  with- 
out pay,  in  peaceful  and-  constructive  pursuits. 

We    are   now   investigating   camps    in   Pennsylvania, 


J.   Clyde   Forney 
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Virginia,  the  deep  South  and  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
This  movement  is  looming  larger  and  larger  and  calls 
for  unselfish  sacrifice  and  earnest  prayer  that  we  may 
know  the  will  of  God  and  have  the  grace  to  do  his 
will  in  our  day. — Paul  H.  Bowman,  Director  of  Breth- 
ren Civilian  Public  Service. 


Erb  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  Dec.  14,  1890,  Ira  J.  Erb  and  Millie  Clouse  were  united  in 
marriage  at  Yale,  Iowa,  by  Bro.  Moses  Deardorfr.  At  the  same 
ceremony,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Benner  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence 
Heasley    were    also    married. 

On  Dec.  15,  1940,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erb  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  at  their  home  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Benner  were  present  to  celebrate  the  occasion  with 
them.     Thirty-five  relatives  attended  the  anniversary  dinner. 

Their  pastor,  Bro.  Shenton,  held  a  short  honorary  service  for 
them  during  the  morning  church  service.  Their  children  and 
families,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Fiscel  of  Grimes,  Iowa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ott  of  Ames,  Iowa,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Long 
of  Des  Moines  and  six  grandchildren  were  present  for  the  serv- 
ices and  to  spend  the  day  with  them.  Three  grandchildren  were 
unable   to   be   present. 

Open  house  was  held  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Erb  home  from 
two  until  five,  and  although  the  weather  was  very  stormy,  over 
a  hundred  friends  and  relatives  called  to  give  their  congratula- 
tions and  good  wishes.  Many  gifts,  flowers  and  cards  were  also 
left  to  remind  Brother  and  Sister  Erb  of  this  very  pleasant 
anniversary. 


Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


Mrs.  L.  L.  Long. 


The  Fords  Celebrate  Their  Golden  Wedding 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  15,  the  Sunday  morning  service  at  the  Pleas- 
ant Plains  church  of  Aline,  Okla.,  was  dedicated  to  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  M.  Ford  in  honor  of  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary. 


A  special  number  of  music  was  given  by  their  granddaughters, 
Anna  Lou  Waters  and  Patricia  Ford.  Another  musical  number, 
We've  Come  a  Long  Way  Together,  was  sung  by  June  and  Jewel 
Dupus.     Bro.  K.  O.  Thralls  gave  an  appropriate  address. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  Brother  and  Sister  Ford  held  open 
house  at  their  home  in  Aline  for  relatives,  neighbors  and  friends. 
On  Monday  a  family  reunion  dinner  was  enjoyed  with  nine  of 
their  ten  children  present. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ford  came  to  Oklahoma  in  1894  and  have 
been  active  members  of  the  Pleasant  Plains  congregation  for 
close  to  thirty  years.  They  are  greatly  loved  and  respected  in 
the   community. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ford  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  most 
of  whom  are  active  workers  in  Brethren  churches  in  the  commu- 
nities in  which  they  live.  They  are:  Sadie,  John,  James  and 
George  Ford  of  Chicago;  Mrs.  Will  Eisenbise  of  Polo,  111.;  Mrs. 
Gerald  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Dave  Robinson  of 
Alva,  Okla.;  Mrs.  Pleasant  Hertzler,  Mrs.  Melva  Parker  and 
Luther  Ford    of  Aline. 


Aline,  Okla. 


Mrs.   Luther  Ford. 


The  Passing  of  Sister  Emma  J.  Miller 

Sister  Emma  J.  (Kauffman)  Miller  was  born  near  East  Berlin, 
April  8,  1862,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  E. 
Mae  Jacobs,  in  York,  Pa.,  Aug.  25,  1940,  where  she  had  gone  for 
a  brief  visit.  While  on  this  visit  she  took  ill  and  was  unable  to 
return  to  her  home  again. 


She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Isaac  S.  Miller,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  Nov.  4,  1922.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children, 
the  daughter  in  whose  home  she  died  and  one  son,  Edward,  who 
remained  only  a  short  time  to  bless  this  home  and  then  left 
to  occupy  his  heavenly  mansion  when  but  a  mere  boy.  The 
daughter  and   one  grandson   survive. 

She  united  with  the  Upper  Conewago  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  early  womanhood  and  lived  an  active  and  consistent  life  in 
the  church.  She  was  always  much  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
church,  being  a  regular  attendant  at  both  the  church  services 
and  business  meetings.  She  was  one  of  the  first  to  see  the  need 
of  a  sisters'  aid  society  in  this  church,  and  with  the  aid  of  sev- 
eral other  sisters  the  East  Berlin  sisters'  aid  society  was  organ- 
ized. She  was  a  charter  member  and  held  the  office  of  secretary- 
treasurer  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  sacrificed  much  in  time 
and  money  to  see  that  this  work  was  carried  on  successfully. 
During  the  last  thirteen  years  her  home  was  open  for  them  to 
meet  every  week  to  carry  on  their  work.  When  she  saw  a  need 
she  would  not  leave  a  stone  unturned  until  the  need  was  met. 
She  was  precise  in  her  work,  and  having  a  business  man  for  a 
husband,  imbibed  much  of  this  trait  also  and  always  went  about 
her  work  in  a  businesslike  manner.  She  was  not  only  active  in 
the  work  of  the  aid  society,  but  took  a  keen  interest  in  all  forms 
of  church  work.  Those  who  knew  her  best  will  remember  her 
as  she  would  often  say,  "I  was  rocked  in  a  Dunkard's  cradle.'1 
Yes,  she  knew  for  what  the  church  stood  and  was  often  grieved 
at  the  falling  away  from  some  of  these  earlier  Brethren  prin- 
ciples. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  her  residence  in  East  Berlin, 
Aug.  28,  1940,  in  charge  of  Eld.  J.  Monroe  Danner,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Bruce  Anderson.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  ad- 
joining the  Mummert's  meetinghouse  near  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

East  Berlin,  Pa.  ■  Florence  V.  Danner. 


The  Passing  of  Mary  McCann  Wright 

Mary  McCann  was  the  only  daughter  and  the  younger  of  the 
two  children  of  Elder  S.  N.  McCann  and  Elizabeth  Gibbel  Mc- 
Cann, for  a  number  of  years  missionaries  in  India.  They  sailed 
from  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1897,  accompanied  by  D.  L.  Forney 
and  wife,  the  second  group  of  missionaries  to  our  India  field. 

After  a  difficult  period  of  service,  because  of  the  undeveloped 
stage  of  the  work  and  the  severe  famines,  Mrs.  McCann  with 
little  Henry  returned  on  her  first  furlough  to  her  former  home 
at  Lititz,  Pa.,  in  1903.  Here  Mary  was  born  on  March  1  of  the 
following  year.  In  November  of  1904.  with  the  two  children,  Mrs. 
McCann  returned  to  India,  where  Mary  first  saw  her  father. 

Mary  lived  a  little  more  than  two  years  in  India.  She  was  a 
frail  child  and  the  India  climate  was  not  conducive  to  her  devel- 
opment. The  parents,  too,  in  broken  health  from  overwork  and 
the  exactions  of  a  tropical  climate,  were  greatly  in  need  of  rest 
and  upbuilding.  Bro.  McCann  had  contracted  a  serious  intes- 
tinal malady,  a  result  of  too  continuous  application  to  work  and 
the  need  of  a  furlough  he  refused  to  take.  So  in  the  summer 
of  1906  the  family  returned  to  Lititz,  Pa.,  where  they  spent  some 
time  in  recuperating.  In  the  fall  of  1909  the  McCanns  moved  to 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  where  Prof.  McCann  became  teacher  of  Bible 
in  the  college,  the  work  he  was  preparing  for  when  called  to 
India.  Here  Mary  grew  up,  passed  through  the  grades  of  the 
public  school  and  then  transferred  to  the  academy  of  the  col- 
lege, finishing  the  academy  course  in  1923.  During  all  these 
years  she  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Brethren  church  and 
Sunday  school  and  became  a  member  of  the  church  by  baptism 
at  the  age  of  nine. 

The  college  course  was  a  delight  to  her.  She  enjoyed  her  work 
and  made  a  good  scholastic  record.  But  especially  did  she  enjoy 
the  friendship  and  association  of  the  young  people  of  the  col- 
lege. Under  these  influences  her  beautiful  social  nature  devel- 
oped into  full  flower  She  was  loved  by  everyone.  She  was 
active  in  the  young  people's  work  of  the  church.  She  gradu- 
ated in  1927,  receiving  the  B.  A.  degree.  The  college  annual  had 
this  to  say  of  her:  "She  is  one  of  those  rare  persons  who  has  the 
ability  to  be  a  friend  to  everyone,  and  this  quality  makes  her 
well  liked  by  all  who  know  her." 

Following  her  graduation  she  taught  in  high  schools  two  ses- 
sions. It  so  happened  that  each  time  she  was  located  where 
there  was  no  Brethren  church  in  reach.  But  this  did  not  inter- 
fere with  her  activity  in  Christian  work.  She  joined  in  the 
activities  of  whatever  church  was  at  hand  and  became  as  inter- 
ested in  it  as  she  could  have  been  in  the  church  of  her  choice. 

She  was  married  to  John  W.  Wright  of  Abingdon,  Va.,  on 
June  29,  1930.  Their  first  home  was  in  Kingsport,  Tenn.  Later 
they  moved  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  they  resided  about  a  year, 
and  then  returned  to  Kingsport.  In  the  fall  of  1932  they  settled 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  where  their  happy  married  life  was  reflected 
in  the  large  circle  of  friends,  to  some  of  whom  they  became  as 
members  of  the  family.  Their  home  was  one  of  generous  hos- 
pitality. Their  devotion  to  home,  church,  and  friends  was  ex- 
ceeded only  by  their  devotion  to  each  other. 

Mary's  health  was  never  robust,  and  she  frequently  overtaxed 
her  strength  in  her  efforts. to  make  somebody's  burden  lighter. 
Early  last  fall  she  was  tired  and  sick  and  was  taken  to  a  hos- 
pital in  Knoxville.    She  was  unable  to  Tespond  to  the  treatment. 
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and  on  Oct.  30  she  passed  quietly  into  her  final  rest.  The  body 
was  brought  to  Bridgewater  for  burial,  where  it  rests  peacefully 
beside  that  of  her  father.  The  service  was  conducted  by  J.  S. 
Flory  and  N.  D.  Cool,  who  also  had  officiated  at  her  marriage,  as- 
sisted  by   C.   G.   Hesse. 

Bridgewater,  Va.  J.  S.  Flory  and  Olivia  Cool. 


In  Memoriam 

The  Park  City  Methodist  church  has  suffered  a  great  loss  in 
the  passing  of  Mrs.  Mary  McCann  Wright.  For  more  than  eight 
years  she  worked  with  us.  Because  of  her  loyalty  and  love  for 
her  own  church,  she  never  saw  fit  to  place  her  membership  in 
our  church,  but  her  interest  could  not  have  been  greater  had 
she  been  ,a  member.  Her  time  and  talents  were  always  employed 
in  some  activity  of  church  work  during  her  eight  years  of  res- 
idence in  Knoxville. 

For  five  years  Mrs.  Wright  served  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Intermediate  Department  of  our  Sunday  school.  Her  life  was 
certainly  an  inspiration  to  the  boys  and  girls  with  whom  she 
■worked.  Her  influence  will  live  on  in  the  lives  of  these  young 
people. 

Perhaps  in  no  department  of  her  church  life  did  she  make  a 
more  valuable  contribution  than  in  the  missionary  organizations 
of  the  church.  Her  earlier  experiences  and  training  fitted  her  so 
ably  for  these  tasks.  The  true  missionary  viewpoint  was  an  inte- 
gral part  of  her  character.  She  was  an  officer  in  the  Women's 
Missionary  Society  during  all  of  her  stay  with  us.  She  greatly 
enriched  all  of  our  lives,  particularly  those  of  the  young  people, 
by  sharing  with  us  many  of  her  parents'   experiences  in  India. 

Mrs.  Wright  not  only  served  our  church,  but  helped  in  many 
ways  throughout  the  Knoxville  district.  She  shared  many  of  her 
materials  and  experiences  with  other  groups  of  young  people. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Standard  Leadership 
Training  School  for  the  district. 

Mrs.  Wright  was  in  poor  health  for  several  weeks,  and  on 
Oct.  30,  without  a  struggle,  her  soul  went  back  to  the  God  whom 
she  loved  and  served  so  faithfully  all  of  the  thirty-six  years  of 
her  life.  While  no  one  can  fill  her  place  in  the  activities  of  our 
church,  we  are  much  richer  for  having  known  and  loved  her. 
;She  was  a  loyal,  congenial  friend,  a  faithful,  efficient  co-laborer, 
and  a  true  Christian  woman  whose  influence  and  memory  will 
remain  with   us  always.— Mildred  W.   Childress. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Derringer-Slebbins. — Raymond  E.  Derringer  and  Norma  E. 
Stebbins,  at  the  parsonage,  Jan.  11,  1941. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood, 
Ohio. 

Eiseman-Ealmer. — Jan.  11.  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the 
Lititz  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Quintin  Eiseman,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hugh  F.  Eiseman  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  and  Mildred  Balmer, 
daughter  of  Sister  Laura  S.  Balmer  of  Lititz. — James  M.  Moore, 
Lititz,  Pa. 

Ober-Warsller. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  West  Goshen 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Forest  Ober  of  Corunna,  Ind.,  and  May 
Caroline  Warstler  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  Dec.  25.— Melvin  D.  Stutsman, 
<Goshen,  Ind. 

Ore-Harris. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  A.  M.  Harris, 
Olathe,  Kans.,  Arthur  Ore  and  Besse  Harris  of  Olathe,  Kans., 
Jan.  5,   1941. — L.  A.  Whitaker,  Lawrence,  Kans. 

Schaff-Miller. — At  the  home  of  the  bride,  by  the  undersigned, 
.Jan.  1,  1941,  Dr.  Fred  L.  Schafr  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  and  Sister 
Kathryn  Miller  of  Baltimore,  Md.— I.  S.  Long,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Smilh-Garman. — Dec.  31,  1940,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the 
Lititz  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Clifford  M.  Smith,  son  of  Mrs. 
Harry  Smith  of  near  Annville,  Pa.,  and  Janet  Garman,  daughter 
.of  Brother  and  Sister  M.  M.  Garman  of  Lititz. — James  M.  Moore, 
Lititz,  Pa. 

Spencer-Hildinger. — Harold  A.  Spencer  and  Helen  Irene  Hild- 
•inger,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Windom,  Kans.,  by  the 
undersigned,  Dec.  28,   1940. — W.  Warren  Gish,  Conway,  Kans. 

Waison-Whilehead.— At  the  Trotwood  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
'Charles  W.  Watson  and  Margaret  E.  Whitehead,  Nov.  21,  1940.— 
E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Beckner,  James  Edward,  born  at  Eagle  Rock,  Va.,  Sept.  5,  1871, 
■died  at  Belvidere,  111.,  Dec.  27,  1940,  of  a  heart  ailment  from  which 
he  had  suffered  for  two  or  more  years.  He  had  lived  in  the 
(vicinity  .of  DeKalb   and   B'elvidere   for  many   years.     His  wife. 


Annie  T.  Johnson  Beckner,  died  Aug.  7,  1935.  He  leaves  one  son, 
five  daughters,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  He  was  a  long-time 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  though  for  many  years 
was  not  near  enough  to  any  organization  to  take  active  part  in 
its  work.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  Belvidere  by  a 
close  friend  of  the  family.  Rev.  Russell  Lambert,  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Interment  was  beside  his  wife  in  the  Belvidere 
cemetery. — W.  O.  Beckner,  Elgin,  111. 

Bennett,  Newman  D.,  and  his  wife,  Lula  Beam  Bennett,  died  at 
the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  the 
husband  on  Dec.  29,  at  the  age  of  82  years  and  the  wife  on  Jan. 
1,  at  the  age  of  77  years.  They  had  just  recently  returned  from 
a  four  months'  visit  in  Florida.  Both  were  born  and  reared  in  the 
Timberville  community  but  had  made  their  homes  at  various 
times  in  Texas,  California,  Kentucky  and  Florida.  Bro.  Bennett 
was  interested  in  oil  wells  and  had  worked  in  a  number  of  cen- 
ters throughout  the  United  States.  He  is  survived  by  two  broth- 
ers. Sister  Bennett  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  her  fam- 
ily. Both  are  survived  by  several  nephews  and  nieces.  Four  in- 
fant children  preceded  them  in  death.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Brethren  church.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Timber- 
ville church  with  the  writer  in  charge,  with  burial  in  the  Tim- 
berville  cemetery. — Samuel   D.   Lindsay,   Timberville,   Va. 

Brumbaugh,  Sarah  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Mary  Cline,  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  on  Jan.  2,  1863, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  on  Dec.  3,  1940. 
In  1881  she  married  Daniel  Showalter.  To  this  union  was  born 
one  daughter,  who  preceded  her  in  death  ten  years  ago.  After 
the  death  of  Daniel  Showalter,  she  married  Charles  Henry,  a  dea- 
con in  the  West  Alexandria  church.  Being  gifted  in  music,  she 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  lead  music  in  church  assemblies 
and  to  sing  upon  special  occasions.  After  the  death  of  Charles 
Henry,  she  married  Eld.  Elmer  Brumbaugh  of  the  West  Dayton 
church,  where  she  held  her  membership  until  recently.  She  was 
an  ardent  worker  in  the  aid  society  and  made  an  earnest  effort 
to  be  present  at  every  meeting  when  health  permitted.  She  was 
a  true  friend  and  neighbor.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  an  only 
sister,  three  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren  and  seven 
stepchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  West  Alexandria 
church  by  Eld.  J.  Perry  Prather,  assisted  by  Eld.  Hugh  Cloppert. 
Burial  was  in  the  West  Alexandria  cemetery. — J.  Perry  Prather, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Cassel,  Phillip,  son  of  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Ingle  Cassel,  was 
born  March  15,  1863,  near  Greenville  Falls,  Ohio,  and  died  Jan.  2, 
1941.  He  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools  of  his  community. 
When  twenty  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Har- 
ris Creek.  In  1884  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rebecca  Miller. 
To  this  union  were  born  eight  daughters  and  one  son.  He  was 
an  active  farmer,  having  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  occupation. 
In  addition  to  his  farm  work  he  was  the  faithful  janitor  of  the 
Harris  Creek  church  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Surviving  are 
his  companion,  seven  daughters,  one  son,  fifteen  grandchildren, 
one  aged  sister  and  three  aged  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Harris  Creek  church,  by  Elders  D.  G.  Berke- 
bile,  G.  E.  Weaver  and  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris 
Creek  cemetery. — Theo.  R.  Eley,  Union  City,  Ind. 

Dionne,  Evelyn  Lucinda,  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  13,-  1853,  and  departed  this  life  Nov.  12,  1940.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dionne  journeyed  life's  pathway  together  for  over  fifty-two  years. 
Twenty-one  years  ago  they  moved  to  the  city  of  Middletown, 
where  they  had  since  resided.  Some  years  ago  Mrs.  Dionne 
with  her  husband  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Woodside  cemetery.  Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  con- 
ducted the  funeral  services. — Margie  B.  Young,  Middletown,  Ohio. 

Frederick,  Carl  Howard,  youngest  son  of  William  and  Rose 
Frederick,  was  born  May  12,  1918,  near  Jamestown,  Ind.  He 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  this  vicinity  and  attended  the  James- 
town school.  Six  years  ago  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Elk- 
hart, Ind.  Carl  was  a  member  of  the  Osceola  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  nearly  seven  years.  He  was  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  on  Jan.  8,  1940.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  four 
brothers  and  four  sisters.  The  undersigned  conducted  the 
memorial  service  in  the  Osceola  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Olive  cemetery. — Paul  C.  Lantis,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Gingrich,  Flora  Pearl,  oldest  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary 
Zimmerman,  was  born  near  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  Aug.  23,  1893, 
and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  New  Carlisle,  Dec.  28,  1940.  Her 
early  childhood  days  were  spent  in  the  vicinity  where  she  was 
born.  At  the  age  of  twelve  she  became  a  Christian  and  contin- 
ued ever  faithful.  After  completing  her  school  work  in  the  grade 
schools  she  took  three  years  of  academic  work  in  Manchester 
College.  She  was  also  a  special  student  in  Bible  at  Bethany 
S«minary  and  in  nurses'  training  at  Bethany  Hospital.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  Gingrich  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Aug.  14, 
1918.  To  this  union  three  children  were  born.  Her  standards 
as  a  mother  and  her  social  and  religious  ideals  were  lived  in  a 
most  consecrated  manner.  For  four  years  she  bore  her  afflic- 
tions patiently.  There  survive  her  husband,  two  sons,  one  daugh- 
ter, her  mother,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  H.  Helman  and  the  writer  at  the  New 
Carlisle  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  in  the  New 
Carlisle  cemetery. — J.  B.  Gump,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 

Harris,  Nancy  J.,  daughter  of  Eld.  C.  and  Mary  Ann  Cupp 
Harader,  was  born  Feb.  27,  1853,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1941.     When 
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Aunt  Nancy  was  three  years  old  the  family  moved  from  Pres- 
ton County,  Mo.,  to  Iowa.  Here,  early  in  life,  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  her  father  was  a  pioneer 
preacher.  On  May  28,  1876,  she  was  married  to  Eld.  James  Harris. 
They  lived  in  Newton  County  until  1890.  At  that  time  they 
moved  to  Texas  County  and  remained  until  1907,  when  they 
moved  to  Murdock,  Kansas.  After  ten  years'  residence  there 
they  moved  to  Bates  County,  Mo.,  where  her  husband  died  on 
Feb.  27,  1922.  In  1930  she  returned  to  Texas  County  to  live 
with  a  stepdaughter.  Surviving  are  a  half  brother,  two  step- 
sons, thirty-six  grandchildren,  seventy-six  great-grandchildren 
and  eleven  great-great-grandchildren.  One  of  her  stepsons 
is  Eld.  I.  G.  Harris  of  Conway  Springs,  Kans.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Cabool  church  by  the  undersigned,  as- 
sisted by  Eld.  James  Morris.  Burial  was  in  Bates  County,  Mo. — 
A.  W.  Adkins,  Cabool,  Mo. 

Hart,  John  Edward,  son  of  Edward  and  Altonia  Hart,  was  born 
in  Burlington,  Colo.,  Nov.  3,  1933,  and  died  at  his  home  near 
Cabool,  Mo.,  Dec.  21,  1940.  When  John  Edward  was  three  years 
old,  the  parents  moved  to  a  farm  in  Missouri  near  Mountain 
Grove.  Later  they  moved  near  Cabool.  He  leaves  his  father  and 
mother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned  in  the  Greenwood  church,  assisted  by  Eld.  A.  M. 
Peterson.  Burial  was  in  the  Greenwood  cemetery  near  by. — 
A.  W.  Adkins,  Cabool,  Mo. 

Henricks.  Lewis  Harvey,  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Hen- 
ricks,  was  born  May  6,  1873,  in  Marion  County,  Ind.,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Indianapolis  on  Dec.  10,  1940.  On  July  3,  1904,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Velvia  Hosier.  To  them  were  born 
two  sons  and  six  daughters.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Clinton 
County  and  for  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  lived  in  Indian- 
apolis. His  health  began  to  fail  about  ten  years  ago.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1939,  he  had  one  limb  amputated  just  below  the  knee. 
After  his  recovery  from  this  his  health  seemed  to  be  very  good 
until  last  September.  He  bore  his  suffering  with  patience.  On 
March  6,  1927,  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Townsend  Club  No.  25,  in  which  he  was 
greatly  interested.  There  survive  a  brother,  a  sister,  the  widow, 
the  children  and  seven  grandchildren.  Services  were  conducted 
at  the  home  by  the  writer,  and  burial  was  in  the  Floral  Park 
cemetery. — Frank  E.   Hay,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Hoover,  Barbara  Ann,  daughter  of  Ollie  and  Rosella  Smeltzer 
Hoover,  died  at  the  Pittsburgh  hospital  Jan.  9,  1941.  Barbara 
Ann  was  a  lovely  child  two  years  old.  She  was  taken  ill  in  July 
with  a  heart  condition.  In  the  hospital  for  six  months,  she  en- 
deared herself  to  the  nurses  and  doctors  who  tried  with  all  their 
power  to  save  her  life.  She  leaves  six  brothers  and  one  sister 
besides  her  parents;  also  her  grandparents,  Eld.  W.  N.  Hoover 
and  wife  of  Warriors  Mark.  Services  and  interment  were  in 
Roaring  Spring  by  Pastor  T.  F.  Henry. — M.  Elizabeth  Barnett, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Hoover,  Edwin  Stewart,  only  son  of  Joseph  and  Dorothy  Stew- 
art Hoover,  died  of  peritonitis  Dec.  16,  1940,  in  the  children's 
hospital  in  Pittsburgh,  following  an  operation.  Edwin  was  in 
his  twelfth  year.  He  attended  Sunday  school  at  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Mt.  Lebanon.  He  was  a  grandson  of  Bro.  W.  E.  and 
Sister  Lottie  Hoover,  now  of  Black  Lick.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Laughlin  funeral  home  and  interment  was  in  the  Mt. 
Lebanon  cemetery,  Pittsburgh.  Services  were  conducted  by  the 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  assisted  by  Pastor  W.  H.  Neff. 
— M.   Elizabeth   Barnett,   Pittsburgh,   Pa. 

Kornhaus.  Ruth,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Goch- 
nauer.  was  born  Jan.  17,  1915.  The  community  was  deeply 
grieved  to  hear  of  her  passing  two  days  before  Christmas.  She 
was  married  on  June  7,  1938,  to  Bro.  Marion  Kornhaus.  Ruth 
became  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  at  an 
early  age.  Very  unassuming  in  disposition,  she  formed  many 
beautiful  and  lasting  friendships.  Her  survivors  are  her  hus- 
band, her  father  and  mother  and  two  brothers.  The  funeral 
service  was  held  at  the  Wooster  Paradise  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren by  Pastor  W.  D.  Fisher.  Interment  was  in  the  Crown  Hill 
cemetery   at   Orrville. — Mrs.   Ivan   Moomaw,   Wooster,   Ohio. 

Laughman.  Rolla  Roger,  second  son  of  Frank  and  Louisa 
Laughman,  was  born  Dec.  9,  1898,  north  of  Leeton,  and  passed 
away  Dec.  31,  1940.  When  a  young  man  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Clear  Fork  Church  of  the  Brethren,  later  moving  his  mem- 
bership to  the  Leeton  church.  On  March  27,  1914,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Allie  Kimzey  and  to  this  union  five  children  were  born. 
While  he  and  his  son  were  working  in  the  timber  a  dead  limb 
fell  from  the  tree  they  were  felling,  hitting  him  on  the  head 
and  crushing  the  skull.  He  never  regained  consciousness  from 
the  tragic  accident.  He  leaves  his  wife,  four  children,  his  mother 
and  father,  six  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  James  M.  Mohler.  Burial  was  in  the  Mineral 
Creek  cemetery. — Mrs.  Basil  Thomas,  Leeton,  Mo. 

Michael.  Sarah,  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Nappanee,  Ind., 
Nov.  14,  1940.  She  was  born  Jan.  11,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Catherine  Weaver  Weber,  and  the  third  child  in  a  family 
of  seven  children.  She  was  married  to  Ab  Michael  on  May  28, 
1876.  To  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter.  In 
her  early  married  life  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  remained  faithful.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one 
son,  one  daughter,  one  brother,  nine  grandchildren  and  three 
great-grandchildren.     Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 


David  Metzler,  assisted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  in  the 
Union  Center  church.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  adjoining  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Minnich,  Nancy  Irene,  passed  away  after  a  constant  sickness, 
Nov.  4,  aged  8  months.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Paul  and  Sis- 
ter Donna  Minnich.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Graceland  cemetery.— S.  S.  Blough, 
Sidney,  Ohio. 

Noll,  Reynold  B.,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  on  Sept.  3,  1864, 
the  son  of  George  and  Margaret  Noll.  The  family  moved  to 
Gratiot  County,  Mich.,  in  1867,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  On  Nov.  9,  1890,  he 
married  Jennie  Smith.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children, 
five  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  early  manhood  he  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  a  loyal  and  earnest 
worker.  Just  a  few  weeks  previous  to  his  death,  he  and  his 
companion  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary.  He 
was  stricken  on  Dec.  29  and  died  on  Dec.  31.  Surviving  are  the 
companion,  the  six  children,  fifteen  grandchildren,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister.  Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Brethren  Samuel  Bollinger  and  J.  F.  Sherrick. — J.  Edson 
Ulery,   Onekama,   Mich. 

Shafer.  Mrs.  Bessie,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary  Ann  Pults 
Oldfather,  was  born  near  Germantown,  Ohio,  Aug.  4,  1870,  and 
died  Dec.  24,  1940,  near  Bourbon,  Ind.  She  was  in  failing  health 
for  some  years  but  only  a  few  weeks  before  her  death  was  it 
known  that  she  was  suffering  from  cancer.  She  was  married  to 
John  Melvin  Shafer  on  Oct.  19,  1889.  To  this  union  were  born 
nine  children.  Bro.  Shafer  preceded  her  in  death  about  seven 
years  ago.  Twenty-five  years  ago  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  remained  faithful.  She  was  possessed  of  a 
beautiful  Christian  spirit  and  bore  her  suffering  with  remark- 
able patience.  Shortly  before  her  passing  she  received  the 
anointing  service,  from  which  she  was  greatly  blessed.  Sur- 
viving are  three  sons,  three  daughters,  sixteen  grandchildren,  one 
brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Wal- 
nut church  by  her  pastor. — C.  C.  Cripe,  Argos,  Ind. 

Slaybaugh,  Sister  Rebecca,  aged  83  years,  died  Nov.  24,  1940, 
at  the  home  of  Eld.  and  Sister  S.  M.  Leheigh  near  Hanover,  with 
whom  she  had  lived  for  the  last  four  and  a  half  years.  She  had 
been  bedfast  for  several  weeks.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Mummert 
meetinghouse  by  Eld.  J.  M.  Danner,  assisted  by  Bro.  Paul  Mil- 
ler. Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Bertha  E.  Hull,. 
East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Siuizman,  Mary,  76  years  of  age,  passed  away  Oct.  24,  1940,  at 
the  home  of  her  niece  at  Sebring,  Fla.  She  had  been  in  ill- 
health  for  several  years;  immediate  death  was  due  to  a  heart 
ailment.  Sister  Stutzman  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Bar- 
bara Replogle  Hanawalt.  In  June,  1881,  she  was  married  to  Dan- 
iel Stutzman,  whose  death  occurred  in  August,  1925.  The  Stutz- 
mans  moved  to  North  Dakota  in  1900.  and  a  few  years  later  lo- 
cated in  Montana,  where  they  resided  until  1916.  At  this  time 
they  went  to  Florida.  The  couple  reared  Chalmer  Barley,  an 
orphan  of  the  1889  Johnstown  flood.  Mrs.  Boyd,  at  whose  home 
Sister  Stutzman  died,  also  resided  with  the  couple  for  many 
years.  Surviving  are  two  brothers  and  two  sisters;  also  five  half 
brothers  and  two  half  sisters.  The  deceased  was  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  a  charter  member  of 
the  Sebring  congregation.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Sebring  church  by  Pastor  McKinley  Coffman,  assisted  by  Bro. 
H.  A.  Spanogle.  Interment  was  in  the  Pinecrest  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Henry  Boyd,   Sebring,   Fla. 

Thomas,  Philip  M.,  died  at  his  home  at  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  May 
10,  at  the  age  of  84  years,  9  months  and  12  days.  He  was  a  native 
of  Preston  County,  W.  Va.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Matilda 
Vaught  Thomas,  two  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  Pastor  DeWitt  L. 
Miller  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Union  cemetery.  Philip 
was  a  liberal  giver  to  church  and  missions. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,. 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 

VanDeGrift,  Thomas,  infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Thomas 
VanDeGrift,  died  on  Nov.  18.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek 
cemetery,  with  services  by  the  writer. — S.  S.  Blough,  Sidney, 
Ohio. 

Warnick,  Sister  Mary,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  mother 
in  Winchester,  Va.,  Nov.  13,  1940.  She  had  been  in  ill-health  for 
some  years.  When  she  was  well  enough  and  had  a  way  to  at- 
tend church  she  came  regularly.  Her  life  represented  a  fine 
Christian  spirit.  About  three  years  ago  her  husband  died.  She  is. 
survived  by  one  daughter.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  frorm 
the  home  of  her  sister  by  Bro.  Cephas  Fahnestock,  assisted  by- 
Luther  Bridges  and  L.  R.  Dettra.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt.. 
Hebron  cemetery. — Margaret  Fahnestock,  Winchester,  Va. 

White,  Mrs.  Essie  L.,  was  born  at  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  Feb.  24s. 
1868,  the  youngest  of  five  children.  Her  parents  were  Rev.  C.  S. 
and  Mary  Holsinger.  With  her  parents  she  moved  to  Illinois; 
and  later  to  Kansas.  On  Sept.  22,  1896,  at  Belleville,  Kans.,  she- 
was  married  to  William  F.  White.,  To  this  union  were  bprni 
three  daughters  and  two  sons.  In  early  childhood  she  was  bap- 
tized into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  has  been  faithful  and 
happy  in  the  service  of  her  Master.  She  was  afflicted  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  since  June,  1937,  had  been  an  invalid.  She 
loved  life  and  was  hopeful  of  recovery,  but  she  was  not  afraid 
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of  death.  She  was  cheerful.  She  appreciated  the  church  serv- 
ices whenever  it  was  possible  to  enjoy  them  from  the  wheel 
chair.  The  children  were  all  present  at  her  death.  The  third 
child  in  the  family  preceded  her  in  1924,  and  her  husband  came 
to  his  death  in  an  accident  in  December,  1927.  The  family  came 
to  Glendora  in  1919  and  have  lived  here  ever  since.  Sister  White 
was  the  seventh  generation  in  the  family  line  of  Alexander  Mack. 
— Mrs.    Harvey   Starner,   Glendora,    Calif. 

Yingst,  Bro.  Richard,  aged  78  years,  died  at  his  home  near 
Hampton,  Dec.  12,  1940,  from  a  complication  of  diseases.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mummerts  meetinghouse  by 
Eld.  W.  G.  Group,  assisted  by  Bro.  Paul  Miller.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery.— Bertha  E.  Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Calvary. — On  Sept.  22  the  new  organ  was  formally  dedicated. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  again  hearing  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  A. 
H.  Ackley,  at  a  dinner  sponsored  by  the  men's  organization.  The 
dedication  of  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Sunday  school 
occurred  on  rally  day  with  Burton  Forney  as  our  new  superin- 
tendent. Our  annual  homecoming  on  Nov.  3  was  well  attended. 
The  work  from  the  beginning  was  reviewed,  and  a  look  ahead 
with  definite  plans  was  given  by  the  head  of  each  department, 
closing  with  a  message  by  Pastor  G.  O.  Stutsman.  An  organ  re- 
cital was  enjoyed  in  the  evening.  On  Nov.  7  the  teachers  and 
officers  met  at  dinner  to  formulate  plans  for  the  new  year.  The 
women  put  on  a  successful  bazaar  and  turkey  dinner  on  Nov.  14. 
Frank  Tolson,  a  former  Sunday-school  boy,  now  studying  for 
the  ministry,  took  charge  of  the  Christian  Endeavor.  The  union 
Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  Calvary.  The  communion 
was  observed  on  Dec.  1,  with  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  as  guest  minis- 
ter. On  Dec.  10  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  brought  an  address  on  relief 
work.  On  Dec.  13  the  members  gathered  at  a  family  dinner  and 
business  meeting.  Our  pastor  was  again  elected  elder.  The 
home  builders  group,  under  the  leadership  of  Sylvia  Lentz,  is 
sponsoring  relief  work  and  a  mystery  friend  circle.  Fifteen 
tables  have  been  made  by  the  men,  the  women  donating  the 
cost  of  two  carts  for  carrying  dishes.  The  pastor  and  wife  were 
most  appreciative  of  a  pound  shower  before  Christmas.  On 
Dec.  15  Bro.  Robert  Tully  from  La  Verne  brought  a  practical 
message  on  getting  joy  out  of  life.  The  women  held  their 
Christmas  party  with  an  exchange  of  gifts  on  Dec.  19.  On 
Dec.  22  the  Christmas  program  was  rendered,  closing  with  white 
gift  offerings.  A  Christmas  party  for  the  young  people  was  held 
at  the  home  of  the  writer.  Christmas  and  New  Year  messages 
from  the  pastor  were  read,  carrying  good  wishes,  blessing  and 
inspiration  for  the  new  year.  On  New  Year's  Eve  the  pastor 
preached  at  the  Union  Rescue  Mission  with  a  group  of  the  mem- 
bers supporting  him.  Eleven  letters  have  been  received;  one  has 
been  baptized. — Ethel  C.  Smith,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Jan.  9. 

Covina. — Intermediate  and  Junior  Leagues  have  been  organ- 
ized with  competent  leaders.  The  district  women's  work  council 
met  with  our  women  in  the  month  of  November.  Two  fellowship 
suppers  were  held  during  the  months  of  October  and  November. 
The  communion  was  held  on  the  second  Sunday  of  November 
and  the  father  and  son  banquet  in  the  same  month.  A  report  of 
the  student  volunteer  conference  held  at  McPherson  College  was 
given  by  some  of  the  La  Verne  College  students  who  had  the 
privilege  of  attending.  The  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  mass  meeting  was 
held  at  our  church  on  Dec.  8.  Bro.  Mark  Cripe,  the  former  pas- 
tor, gave  the  morning  address;  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  gave  the  after- 
noon and  evening  addresses.  Bro.  Robert  Tully  was  recreation 
director.  President  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne  College  spoke 
at  the  morning  service  on  educational  day.  On  Dec.  22  a  Christ- 
mas program  was  given  at  the  Sunday-school  hour  by  the  pri- 
mary and  beginner  departments.  At  the  evening  hour  the  jun- 
iors, intermediates  and  young  people  presented  The  Gift  Mag- 
nificent. One  of  our  young  men  whose  draft  number  was  called 
enlisted  in  the  medical  corps  and  will  leave  soon  to  begin 
training.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  project  for  this  year  is  to  develop 
facilities  on  the  church  property  for  recreational  and  social  pur- 
poses. On  Jan.  5  at  the  evening  worship  hour  a  temperance  play. 
The  Whirlwind,  was  presented  by  a  dramatic  club  of  La  Verne. 
The  ladies'  aid  meets  weekly  and  once  a  month  serves  dinners 
to  about  fifty-five  persons.  The  mothers  and  daughters  associa- 
tion has  regular  monthly  meetings  which  are  well  attended  by 
women  of  varied  ages.  Five  letters  of  membership  have  been  re- 
ceived and  granted  since  Sept.  1.  A  number  of  our  people  plan 
to  attend  the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne  College. — Mrs. 
Tempie  S.  Funk,  Charter  Oak,  Calif.,  Jan.   11. 

Glendale,  First. — A  cantata,  The  Christ  Child,  given  on  Dec.  22 
by  the  choir,  was  largely  attended.  The  program  by  the  Sunday 
school  and  the  white  gift  service  on  Dec.  19  were  very  impres- 
sive. The  gifts  are  to  be  given  to  needy  migrant  families.  On 
Nov.  28  the  mothers  and  daughters  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Arthur  Flory  for  an  appropriate  program.  At  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Paul  Evans  the  mystery  friends  of  the  church,  which  include  all 
of  the  women,  met  for  a  Christmas  party.  Those  ranging  in  age 
irpm  infants  to  more  than  fourscore  years  were  present.  Com- 
munion services  were  held  on  Dec.  1,  Bro.  J.  E.  Steinour  of  Los 


Angeles  officiating.  At  our  council  meeting  on  Jan.  2  reports 
from  the  treasurer  showed  that  a  total  of  $150  has  been  sent  from 
our  church  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  for  war  relief. 
A  surprise  was  given  our  pastor  and  Mrs.  Frantz,  at  which  they 
were  presented  with  a  gift  from  the  church.  The  father  and 
son  banquet  was  held  in  November.  A  very  interesting  time  was 
reported.  The  men's  work  is  very  active.  A  committee  of 
younger  men  has  been  named  to  assist  in  the  Gospel  Messenger 
subscription  work  this  year. — Mrs.  Lulu  Terford,  Glendale,  Calif., 
Jan.   8. 

Fresno. — We  enjoy  an  occasional  letter  from  our  absent  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise,  who  is  in  China  administering  relief. 
Mrs.  Eisenbise  and  two  of  their  daughters  are  residing  in  La 
Verne,  Calif.  Our  congregation  is  now  being  served  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Glenn  Harmon.  Since  they  have  come  to  us  there 
have  been  two  members  received  by  baptism  and  eight  by  let- 
ter. We  held  our  love  feast  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  27,  with  one 
hundred  present.  Eld.  C.  H.  Yoder  presided.  The  new  officers 
of  the  women's  auxiliary  were  installed  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  new  term.  The  ladies  have  been  busy  with  various  projects. 
One  circle  cleared  $20  by  serving  a  banquet  to  a  local  high  school 
faculty.  All  circles  made  layettes  for  babies  of  migrant  folk. 
Scrapbooks  were  made  and  Christmas  boxes  brought  for  the 
migrant  families.  Christmas  baskets  of  food  were  made  up  for 
the  needy.  A  rummage  sale  was  held  on  Dec.  10;  the  proceeds 
were  $24.31.  Christmas  cards  and  messages  of  cheer  were  sent 
to  shut-ins;  $10  was  sent  to  Miller  Hall,  La  Verne  College,  for 
curtains;  and  $2.50  was  sent  to  the  girls  in  the  dormitory  to  help 
buy  a  washing  machine.  The  men's  brotherhood  has  completed 
a  very  worth-while  project.  They  financed  the  entire  redec- 
oration  of  the  church  auditorium.  Celotex  was  used  on  the 
ceiling  and  walls.  The  seats  were  all  revarnished.  A  boys'  club 
has  been  organized,  with  Marion  Nine  as  sponsor.  There  are 
about  fifteen  members.  The  young  people  have  been  studying 
The  Pacifist  Handbook,  with  F.  A.  Yearout,  district  counselor  for 
conscientious  objectors,  as  leader.  The  next  subject  to  be  stud- 
ied will  be  Home  Missions.  A  Christmas  party  -was  held  at  the 
J.  F.  Bowers  home.  Thirty-one  young  people  joined  in  fun  and 
fellowship.  The  children  and  intermediates  gave  our  Christmas 
program.  Although  it  was  a  stormy  night  and  there  had  been 
much  sickness,  there  was  only  one  unable  to  take  part  in  the 
program,  and  there  was  a  very  large  attendance.  Children  and 
grownups  too  received  a  generous  treat  after  the  program.  The 
women  gave  Brother  and  Sister  Harmon  a  chenille  bedspread  and 
a  wool  blanket  as  a  Christmas  present.  The  church  presented 
them  $25.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  had  a  watch  night  party. 
After  an  evening  of  fun  and  fellowship  a  midnight  candlelight 
service  was  held. — Mrs.  E.  Erdman,  Fresno,  Calif.,  Jan.  2. 

Glendora. — Home-coming  day  on  Oct.  20  was  a  memorable 
one.  A  splendid  sermon  by  our  pastor,  a  basket  dinner  and  a 
well-attended  program  in  the  afternoon  prepared  us  for  the 
following  evening  when  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen,  pastor  of  the  Em- 
pire church,  began  a  two  weeks'  revival.  The  membership  was 
strengthened  and  challenged  to  undertake  greater  tasks  for  the 
kingdom.  Nov.  10  was  the  date  of  our  love  feast  and  Dec.  6  of 
our  business  meeting.  Bro.  Edgar  Rothrock  was  retained  as  our 
elder  for  another  year.  Our  church  has  been  sending  money  for 
China  relief,  and  now  we  are  collecting  clothing  for  that  purpose. 
On  Dec.  9  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Jr. 
He  gave  us  a  graphic  picture  of  conditions  in  the  war  zones  of 
Europe,  and  the  great  need  for  relief,  and  told  some  of  his  own 
experiences  while  doing  relief  work  in  Spain.  On  Christmas  Eve 
our  Sunday  school  rendered  a  very  impressive  Christmas  pro- 
gram. We  observed  the  white  Christmas  and  a  goodly  number  of 
baskets  were  distributed  to  the  poor. — Mrs.  Harvey  Starner, 
Glendora,  Calif.,  Jan.  7. 

Modesto. — A  full  house  was  attentive  each  evening  when  Dr. 
D.  W.  Kurtz  conducted  a  week's  meeting.  At  our  November 
council  it  was  decided  to  buy  the  property  adjoining  the  church. 
The  use  of  the  five-room  house  for  Sunday-school  rooms  for  the 
primary  department  has  helped  greatly  the  congested  condition 
under  which  we  have  been  working.  Partitions  have  been  put 
in  the  basement  of  the  church  to  make  three  rooms.  We  have 
purchased  one  hundred  new  chairs.  Our  November  love  feast 
was  well  attended.  The  young  people's  circuit  held  their  ban- 
quet here  on  Nov.  30.  About  125  attended  the  Thanksgiving 
dinner  and  program  at  our  social  hall.  We  had  two  fine  pro- 
grams at  Christmas,  the  children  giving  the  morning  program, 
and  a  play,  Christ  Has  a  Birthday,  being  given  in  the  evening. 
The  deputation  team  from  La  Verne  College  gave  a  fine  program 
on  Dec.  29.  Our  building  fund  is  steadily  growing.  One  of  the 
business  men  of  the  city  has  given  a  generous  donation  which  is 
very  encouraging.  Martha  Shick  will  work  with  us  during  Jan- 
uary and  February.  The  district  officers  of  women's  work  vis- 
ited us  in  December  and  spoke  to  our  women.  Plans  are  being 
made  for  our  annual  birthday  supper  in  February. — Edith  Baker, 
Modesto,  Calif.,  Jan.  8. 

Oakland. — In  accord  with  the  national  evangelistic  program  we 
held  a  special  love  feast  on  Oct.  5.  Our  semiannual  love  feast 
was  held  on  Nov.  17.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Oct.  27.  We 
held  our  birthday  dinner  and  social  on  Nov.  1,  at  which  time  a 
freewill  offering  of  $11  was  given  to  help  with  our  church  prop- 
erty taxes.  Our  Thanksgiving  offering  for  home  missions 
amounted  to  $14.05.  We  appreciated  very  much  having  Bro. 
Paul  Bowman  with  us  on  Nov.  28.     His  talk  and  pictures  gave  us 
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a  clearer  vision  of  the  needs  of  those  in  other  lands.  Our  offer- 
ing for  general  relief  at  that  time  was  $8.50.  On  Nov.  29  the 
district  officers  of  women's  work  met  with  our  local  group  at 
the  home  of  our  president,  Sister  Ruenna  Baugh.  On  Nov.  29 
our  women's  circle  gave  their  mystery  friend  revealing  social 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Alice  Jackson.  At  this  time  names  were 
drawn  for  mystery  friends  for  the  new  year.  Our  men's  work 
organization  has  begun  painting  the  outside  of  our  church.  On 
Dec.  22  our  Sunday-school  children  gave  an  interesting  Christ- 
mas program.  In  the  evening  our  choir,  directed  by  Sister  Ruby 
Johnson  and  Lois  Edmister,  gave  a  splendid  rendition  of  the 
cantata,  Bethlehem.  Our  Christmas  offering  amounted  to  $16.55. 
Our  intermediate  department  furnished  a  Christmas  dinner  for 
a  family  of  eleven;  our  adult  class  also  sent  a  dinner  to  a  needy 
family.  Many  useful  gifts  were  received  in  the  white  gift  of- 
fering. On  Dec.  31  we  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  and  very  fine 
program  given  by  the  deputation  team  from  La  Verne  College. — 
Ivy  Walter,  Oakland,   Calif.,  Jan.  3. 

Reedley.— At  the  last  council  for  1940,  held  on  Dec.  30,  church 
officers  were  elected.  Messenger  correspondent  is  Mrs.  Anna 
Ramsey;  Messenger  agent,  Mrs.  Grace  Fike.  Bro.  John  A.  Strain 
and  Bro.  Mitchel  Pries  were  relicensed  in  the  ministry.  Bro. 
Strain  has  been  giving  us  a  fine  series  of  sermons  on  The  Vic- 
torious Life.  Our  girls'  missionary  society  again  sponsored  the 
giving  of  Christmas  baskets  to  needy  families.  The  children's 
department,  in  an  effective  little  ceremony,  gave  the  money  that 
would  have  been  spent  for  their  Christmas  treat,  to  China  relief. 
Our  rice  bowl  has  yielded  $22.13  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  new 
Sunday-school   year. — Mrs.   Mamie   Sink,   Reedley,   Calif.,   Jan.   6. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — A  spirit  of  co-operation  and  harmony  has  increased 
the  interest  of  the  membership  and  helped  to  build  up  the 
church.  The  missionary  society  is  meeting  each  month  to  study 
the  book.  Stand  By  for  China.  A  number  of  young  people  at- 
tended the  sectional  meeting  held  at  the  Oak  Grove  church.  On 
Nov.  8  the  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  in  Astoria,  with  Bro. 
Andrew  Cordier  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  as  guest  speaker. 
Woodland  fathers  and  sons  were  guests  of  Astoria.  Relief  offer- 
ings are  sent  in  each  month.  Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike  has  a  class  each 
week,  studying  the  course,  Preparation  for  Church  Membership. 
The  union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  with  Rev.  Ray  Grumon  of  Springfield  as  speaker. 
There  were  twenty-four  from  Astoria  present  at  the  Woodland 
love  feast.  Seven  of  our  number  attended  the  Illinois  Christian 
Mission  program  held  in  Springfield,  and  brought  back  challeng- 
ing reports.  The  men's  work  of  Astoria  and  Woodland  helped  to 
husk  corn  for  Ralph  Danner,  who  had  been  in  the  hospital. 
Cottage  prayer  meetings  are  held  in  the  homes  during  the  win- 
ter months,  with  fine  attendance.  The  Messenger  agent  reports 
the  Messenger  is  going  into  all  the  homes.  On  Dec.  15  the  Chris- 
tian Workers  Society  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  an  illustrated 
lecture,  The  Old  Book  Making  New  Friends.  The  passion  play, 
Golgotha,  was  shown  at  the  high  school  on  Dec.  20,  with  the 
business  men  and  the  aid  society  as  sponsors.  Bro.  Ray  Shank  is 
the  evangelist  for  our  pre-Easter  services.  One  letter  of  mem- 
bership was  received  since  our  last  report.  The  Christian  Work- 
ers Society  is  studying  the  Book  of  Revelation.  The  Christmas 
program  was  a  play,  This  Shall  Be  a  Sign  Unto  You,  presented  by 
the  young  people  with  the  Christmas  story  by  transcription  and 
effective  music. — Rose  Wickert,  Astoria,  111.,  Jan.  8. 

Cerro  Gordo. — Our  members  met  in  regular  council  meeting 
on  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  5.  We  have  decided  to  purchase  the  new 
Brethren  Hymnals.  Four  new  members  have  been  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  Our  communion  was  held  on  Nov.  4 
with  a  good  attendance.  A  spring  communion  is  being  planned 
to  be  held  on  Good  Friday  evening.  The  Christmas  program  for 
the  children  was  given  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22.  Part  of  the 
music  for  the  evening  service  was  furnished  by  our  newly-or- 
ganized girls'  quartet.  At  this  evening  service  we  enjoyed  slides 
on  the  life  of  Christ  and  music  by  the  high  school  men's  glee 
club.  We  are  making  plans  for  our  Sunday  school  and  Bible  in- 
stitute to  be  held  in  February.— Edith  M.  Gossert,  Cerro  Gordo, 
111.,  Jan.   11. 

Romine. — On  Jan.  5  our  regular  quarterly  business  meeting 
was  held  in  the  afternoon  after  a  basket  dinner.  Cora  Swalley 
was  re-elected  secretary  and  treasurer.  It  was  decided  to  have 
a  revival  sometime  in  April.  A  ladies'  aid  was  organized  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Hazel  Campbell.  It  was  decided  to  meet  twice 
a  month.  We  have  been  saddened  by  the  passing  of  our  faith- 
ful Pastor  Urias  Blough  of  Geff,  111.,  who  had  been  preaching  at 
Romine  for  several  years.  He  was  a  true  follower  of  Christ's 
teachings,  always  willing  to  help  anyone  in  need.  Several  from 
here  attended  the  funeral  at  Geff  on  Jan.  8.  We  have  Sunday 
school  and  church  at  Romine  four  Sundays  each  month.  Bro. 
Joe  Campbell  preaches  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  and  Bro. 
Ausby  Swinger  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays.  Orvis  Boo- 
hout  is  our  Sunday-school  superintendent.— Mrs.  Merritt  Bryant, 
Salem,  HI.,  Jan.  13. 

Indiana 

Blue   River. — Some   time    ago    we    had    a    very    splendid    men's 

meeting   with    Bro.    John   Metzler   as   guest    speaker.     He    spoke 

chiefly  on  the  conscription   bill  and  gave   our  young  men  some 

very  good  advice.     Beginning  Oct.  6,  a  two  weeks'  revival  meet- 


ing was  held  by  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.  Nine 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Whitacre's  ser- 
mons were  deeply  inspirational  and  the  plain  Bible  teaching  was 
a  challenge  to  better  Christian  living.  On  Monday  evening  fol- 
lowing the  close  of  the  revival  services  a  communion  service  was 
held,  with  Bro.  Whitacre  officiating.  It  was  a  memorable  and 
instructive  service  to  the  175  who  communed.  Bro.  LaMar  Mar- 
tin on  Nov.  3  was  guest  speaker  to  the  young  men  of  the  church 
who  are  registered.  Being  a  conscientious  objector  during  the 
World  War,  Bro.  Martin  was  able  to  give  our  young  men  some 
practical  advice.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  U.  Kreider,  has  been  doing 
a  very  commendable  work  in  helping  the  young  men  in  every 
way  possible  along  this  line.  A  members'  meeting  was  held  on 
Dec.  19,  when  church  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  1941.  Our 
Sunday  morning  Christmas  service  was  one  of  fine  Christmas 
spirit.  Members  and  friends  of  the  church  brought  in  quantities 
of  food  and  supplies  for  the  needy.  As  a  part  of  the  service 
these  gifts  were  brought  forward  and  placed  on  the  altar.  Also 
an  offering  was  given  for  the  same  purpose,  amounting  to  $22. 
Ten  needy  families  were  made  happier  by  these  gifts  and  offer- 
ings. In  the  evening  a  play,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  was  given. 
The  cast  selected  represented  participants  from  every  class  in  the 
the  Sunday  school.  The  men  of  the  church  are  doing  a  very 
splendid  work  in  installing  a  pump  and  water-pressure  system  in 
the  church  and  parsonage.  We  have  had  a  fine  spirit  of  co-op- 
eration in  our  Sunday  school  and  church  services. — Alice  E. 
Frank,  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  Jan.   10. 

Four  Mile. — Recently  our  young  people  united  with  the  young 
people  of  the  Hannas  Creek  church  for  certain  activities.  We 
have  a  party  every  quarter.  Together  we  are  going  to  give  plays. 
Soon  we  hope  to  give  the  play,  The  House  on  the  Sand.  Albert 
Brown  was  chosen  as  our  adult  adviser.  On  Dec.  22,  we  had  our 
Christmas  program.  Two  readings  and  two  solos  were  given 
and  the  chorus  sang  several  carols.  On  Dec.  30  the  church  night 
committee  entertained  the  church  members  with  a  basket  sup- 
per. Pastor  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  McCune  were  surprised  with  a  shower 
of  food.  On  Jan.  12  David  Rinehart  and  Harold  Paxton  were 
elected  delegates  to  attend  the  special  district  conference  held 
at  Anderson,  Jan.  17. — Mildred  Brower,  Liberty,  Ind.,  Jan.  13. 

New  Salem. — Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  was  with  us  the  first  Sun- 
day in  October  and  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  work  of 
China.  We  held  no  rally  or  home-coming  day  on  account  of  an 
epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis.  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  was  with  us  from  Dec.  2  to  15.  He  gave  us  Spirit-filled 
messages  each  evening  and  as  a  result  four  were  baptized.  Sis- 
ter Hazel  Stetler  with  the  help  of  other  home  choristers  led  the 
congregational  singing.  On  Dec.  29  the  Star  Sunday-school  class 
gave  a  Christmas  play,  which  was  greatly  appreciated.  During 
the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Kreider,  Brethren  David  Metzler 
of  Nappanee  and  Virgil  Feaster  of  New  Paris  filled  the  pulpit. 
— Grace  Ulrey,  Leesburg,  Ind.,  Dec.  13. 

Ladoga. — We  had  an  interesting  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22 
which  was  climaxed  by  a  pantomime,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang.  On 
Jan.  4  we  met  in  council.  Officers  of  the  church  and  Sunday 
school  were  selected.  Very  satisfactory  reports  were  given  of 
the  work  of  the  different  organizations  of  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school.  On  Jan.  5  Bro.  Walter  J.  Heisey  made  an  earnest  ap- 
peal for  our  co-operation  and  support  in  relief  work  in  foreign 
lands,  for  a  continuation  of  our  mission  work  and  for  sacrificial 
aid  for  our  conscientious  objectors  in  the  camps. — Lina  N.  Stoner, 
Ladoga,  Ind.,  Jan.  5. 

Pleasant  View. — We  enjoyed  an  interesting  and  successful  re- 
vival from  Dec.  2  to  15,  with  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  as 
evangelists.  Many  deep  truths  were  presented  from  the  Word  of 
God.  Sister  Rollins  gave  stories  to  the  children  and  made  rag 
paintings  accompanied  by  songs  or  poems.  They  made  one  hun- 
dred calls  during  the  revival.  Interest  and  attendance  were  ex- 
cellent. Special  music  was  rendered  by  groups  from  Liberty 
Mills,  Spring  Creek,  South  Whitley,  Huntington,  Sugar  Creek  and 
North  Manchester.  A  number  of  our  surrounding  churches  were 
represented.  Twenty  ministers  were  present.  A  group  of  nine 
members  from  Middletown  attended  the  meeting  one  evening. 
On  another  evening  several  came  from  the  Elkhart  Valley 
church.  Thirteen  were  baptized,  eight  of  whom  are  heads  of 
families  or  above  school  age.  Two  letters  were  presented  since 
the  close  of  the  meeting.  On  Christmas  Eve  the  children  gave 
recitations  and  songs.  A  play,  The  Guiding  Star,  was  given. 
Attendance  continues  good.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having 
Brother  and  Sister  Rollins  with  us  in  1943. — Mrs.  Grace  Kreider, 
South  Whitley,  Ind.,  Jan.  7. 

Sugar  Creek. — On  Dec.  20  we  met  in  council,  at  which  time 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  It  was  decided 
to  adopt  the  new  Messenger  club  plan  for  one  year.  The  elder 
and  the  membership  clerk  made  a  list  of  the  families  and  this 
list  has  been  sent  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  office.  Soon  the  pa- 
pers will  be  arriving  in  our  homes.  On  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  22, 
our  young  people  gave  a  Christmas  play,  The  Lost  Star.  The 
offering  was  given  to  missions.  This  is  the  first  play  or  enter- 
tainment which  our  newly-organized  young  people's  group  has 
presented.  It  was  a  fine  piece  of  work  and  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  more.  Our  Bible  study  evenings  are  gaining  in  both 
interest  and  attendance. — Mrs.  Robert  Arnett,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
Jan.  6. 

Syracuse. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  17  the  trustees  reported  that 
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new  rest  rooms  and  sewer  connections  had  been  installed  and 
all  bills  for  the  same  paid.  The  calling  of  a  deacon  or  deacons 
was  discussed  but  definite  action  was  deferred.  The  fine  work 
and  fellowship  of  our  pastor  and  his  wife  were  given  recognition 
in  a  gift.  It  was  decided  to  take  money  from  the  treasury  to 
buy  a  Christmas  treat  for  the  elementary  department.  On  Nov.  3 
Bro.  Otho  Warstler  delivered  the  message.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
made  a  dozen  aprons  for  the  Bethany  hospital.  They  have  been 
making  a  little  profit  by  serving  dinner  to  the  WPA  workers 
every  couple  weeks. — Mrs.  Peter  Plew,  Syracuse,  Ind.,  Jan.  6. 

Turkey  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Dec.  6,  at  which  time  the 
following  church  officers  were  elected:  elder,  Leroy  Fisher;  mem- 
ber of  ministerial  board,  William  Fervida;  Messenger  correspond- 
ent, Ada  Fisher.  The  new  church  basement  was  dedicated  on 
Nov.  3.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  gave  the  address  both  in  the  morning 
and  in  the  afternoon.  Both  services  were  well  attended.  Prof. 
Paul  Halladay  led  the  song  service  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
Manchester  College  ladies'  quartet  furnished  special  music.  The 
men  of  the  church  and  community  showed  a  fine  spirit  of  co- 
operation during  our  building  program.  On  Nov.  4  Bro.  Howard 
Kreider  began  a  two  weeks'  revival,  which  concluded  with  our 
love  feast  on  Nov.  18.  Sister  Cora  Stanly  directed  the  music, 
giving  special  attention  to  the  children  and  young  people.  The 
meetings  proved  to  be  a  true  spiritual  blessing  to  the  member- 
ship. One  young  man  was  baptized  while  others  came  for  recon- 
secration.  The  Sunday  school  gave  an  interesting  program  on 
Sunday  evening  before  Christmas  and  several  Sunday-school 
classes  took  special  offerings  for  needy  families.  Bro.  John  Metz- 
ler,  executive  secretary  of  the  district,  filled  the  pulpit  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  29.  He  spoke  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  men 
of  draft  age.  Bro.  Joseph  Bontrager  is  our  newly-elected  Sun- 
day-school superintendent  this  year  and  he  is  doing  good  work. 
The  attendance  and  interest  are  very  good. — Mrs.  Leroy  Fisher, 
Milford,  Ind.,  Jan.  3. 

Upper  Deer  Creek. — At  our  Dec.  7  quarterly  council  meeting 
we  elected  church  officers  and  their  assistants.  Several  members 
voiced  a  desire  for  more  church  services  than  the  usual  every- 
other-Sunday  order  provides.  We  decided  to  have  services  on 
the  Sunday  nights  when  we  don't  have  them  in  the  morning.  It 
was  also  decided  that  a  committee  should  visit  our  members  who 
lhave  their  letters  in  our  church  but  go  to  another  congregation. 
We  gave  our  Christmas  program  in  the  morning  of  Dec.  22.  Our 
membership  is  much  smaller  than  it  was  at  this  time  last  year, 
!but  we  are  all  working  to  build  up  the  attendance. — Anna  Mar- 
:garet  Murphy,  Walton,  Ind.,  Jan.  8. 

Walnut. — Bro.  Ray  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  conducted  a  two 
■weeks'  revival  meeting  beginning  Nov.  11.  Each  sermon  was  an 
inspiration  to  all  who  attended.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
-there  were  eight  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  25. 
After  our  meetings  closed,  groups  from  this  church  attended  the 
revival  meetings  at  Plymouth,  Salem  and  Mt.  Pleasant.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  meeting  every  two  weeks  to  make  comforters 
for  needy  families.  At  the  present  time  the  aid  is  endeavoring  to 
obtain  subscriptions  for  the  Messenger  from  three  fourths  of  the 
families  in  the  church.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Dec. 
13.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  a  very  interesting  Christmas 
iprogram  was  given  at  the  church.  A  family  night  watch  serv- 
ice was  held  on  Dec.  31.  During  the  month  of  January  a  school 
■of  missions  is  being  held  each  Sunday  evening,  with  classes 
for  the  various  ages.  China  was  studied  first;  next  Sunday  we 
expect  Sister  Alice  King  Eby  to  be  with  us  to  direct  our  study 
•of  India;  and  in  two  weeks  we  expect  to  study  Africa  with  Dr. 
Homer  L.  Burke  as  speaker. — Mrs.  Ernest  Mowiser,  Tippecanoe, 
Ind.,   Jan.    10. 

Wawaka. — At  our  recent  council  meeting  officers  were  elected 
for  1941.  The  four  adult  Sunday-school  classes  have  organized 
and  will  hold  monthly  meetings.  During  the'  holidays  the  dea- 
cons and  their  wives  enjoyed  a  fellowship  supper  in  the  home  of 
our  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  E.  Hoover.  The 
evening  was  spent  in  making  a  few  church  plans  for  a  greater 
new  year.  Much  interest  is  shown  in  the  aid  society.  An  all- 
day  work  meeting  is  held  each  month,  with  most  members  pres- 
ent. A  goodly  number  enjoyed  the  sacred  cantata  presented  at 
the  church  as  a  part  of  the  Christmas  service. — Blanche  Blosser 
.Frick,  Wawaka,  Ind.,  Jan.   15. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Nov.  29  and 
elected  church  officers.  Mrs.  John  Loucks  is  Messenger  cor- 
respondent and  agent.  On  Dec.  15  we  closed  a  very  spiritual 
evangelistic  meeting  with  Bro.  Chester  Petry  as  our  evangelist. 
There  were  nine  baptized;  two  await  baptism.  Sister  George 
Neff  of  New  Paris  led  the  song  service.  Many  neighboring 
churches  brought  special  music.  On  Dec.  22  the  children  pre- 
sented a  Christmas  program. — Mrs.  Elmer  L.  Weaver,  Goshen, 
ind.,  Jan.  3. 

Iowa 

Dallas  Center. — Bro.  L.  A.  Walker  of  the  Panther  Creek  church 
•  officiated  at  our  communion  service  on  Oct.  13.  An  impressive 
conclusion  of  the  service  was  the  dispersion  of  the  audience  in 
reverent  silence.  On  Nov.  6  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  showed 
rslides  and  told  us  about  his  relief  experiences  abroad.  Up  to 
-the  present  our  contribution  for  relief  has  amounted  to  $80.60. 
Eleven  of  our  number  attended  the  district  ministers  and  work- 
ers' conference  held  at  the  Brooklyn  church  on  Nov.  21;  two 
served  on  the  program.     This  is  an  increasingly  rich  experience 


in  our  district.  Considerable  interest  is  shown  in  our  Thursday 
evening  hymn  practice.  Varied  special  music  is  a  feature  of  the 
regular  program,  as  well  as  of  special  occasions.  Several  num- 
bers were  given  on  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  programs. 
With  the  beginning  of  the  new  Sunday-school  year  we  have  re- 
ceived a  missionary  offering  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 
The  Christmas  offering  for  world-wide  missions  was  $80.  Pastor 
D.  D.  Fleishman  delivered  the  union  Thanksgiving  sermon  at  the 
Methodist  church.  On  the  Sunday  evening  preceding  Christmas 
a  pageant,  The  Great  Gift,  was  given  to  a  large  and  interested 
audience.  A  good  attendance  marked  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year,  both  morning  and  evening.  Twelve  baskets  of  provisions 
were  delivered  locally  at  Thanksgiving  time  by  the  missionary 
society  and  the  elementary  departments  of  the  Sunday  school. 
We  also  co-operated  with  local  groups  at  Christmas  time  in 
providing  for  the  needy  in  our  community.  The  ladies'  aid  real- 
ized a  goodly  sum  from  the  bazaar  and  food  sale  held  in  Decem- 
ber. The  men's  work  reports  the  new  Messenger  club  plan  a  suc- 
cess; a  number  of  new  subscriptions  have  been  added  to  the  list. 
The  men  entertained  the  men's  regional  group  meeting  of  four 
local  congregations  on  Dec.  15;  Bro.  Harl  Russell  of  Marshalltown 
was  the  guest  speaker.  The  Christian  Workers'  Society  spent  two 
Sunday  evenings  in  December  on  the  study  of  poetry,  art  and 
music  in  the  Christmas  theme.  On  the  last  Sunday  evening  we 
studied  the  Messenger  with  the  object  of  stimulating  interest  in 
its  use.  Following  the  Christmas  program,  six  carloads  of  young 
people  went  caroling  at  numerous  homes  of  the  aged  and  shut- 
ins.  At  present  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  making  plans  for  raising  its 
pledge  to  the  Youth  Serves  Project.  The  home  department's  aim 
is  to  keep  in  touch  with  those  who  are  unable  to  attend  regular 
services.  Our  aged  Eld.  C.  B.  Rowe  and  wife  quietly  celebrated 
their  fifty-fifth  wedding  anniversary  on  Christmas  Day.  They 
are  in  reasonable  health,  though  Sister  Rowe  is  confined  to  a 
wheel  chair  because  of  an  accident. — Maul  L.  Moser,  Dallas  Cen- 
ter, Iowa,  Jan.  10. 

English  River. — At  our  November  council  the  church  selected 
Brethren  W.  H.  Brower,  W.  D.  Grove  and  W.  H.  Miller  to  see 
about  incorporating  our  church  organization.  The  money  from 
the  sale  of  the  North  English  church  building  was  turned  over 
to  the  church  building  fund.  On  Nov.  25  the  men's  work,  in  co- 
operation with  the  neighbors  of  Joe  Evans,  husked  his  corn.  This 
same  organization  sponsored  a  father  and  son  banquet  on  Dec.  4; 
Dr.  Stranahan  of  Penn  College,  Oskaloosa,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Our  women's  work  has  sent  clothing  to  war  refugees  several 
times  this  fall.  They  also  sent  a  barrel  of  canned  fruit  and 
vegetables  to  the  Ottumwa  orphanage.  During  September  six 
were  baptized  and  five  more  the  second  week  of  January.  We 
observed  national  prayer  week  with  two  services  at  our  church 
in  charge  of  Rev.  Slack  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Keota,  and 
two  services  at  the  Methodist  church,  Keota,  in  charge  of  Pastor 
H.  F.  Caskey.  We  are  glad  for  this  timely  co-operation. — Virgil 
S.  Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa,  Jan.  14. 

Ivester. — It  was  our  privilege  to  have  Pres.  V.  F.  Schwalm  and 
the  men's  quartet  from  McPherson  College  with  us  for  our 
birthday  Sunday,  Oct.  27.  Pres.  Schwalm  brought  us  two  deeply 
thoughtful  messages,  and  the  quartet  assisted  at  the  regular 
services  as  well  as  at  the  fellowship  dinner.  The  offering  lifted 
for  the  maintenance  fund  of  the  college  amounted  to  $220  and 
there  were  also  some  special  gifts  for  the  new  dormitory.  A 
blizzard  hindered  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  from  meeting  with  us  on 
Nov.  11.  We  had  a  largely  attended  worship  service  on  Thanks- 
giving morning.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  30  Ivester  was  host 
to  a  gathering  of  alumni  and  friends  of  Mt.  Morris  and  McPher- 
son Colleges.  President  and  Mrs.  Schwalm  and  Professor  and 
Mrs.  Mohler  were  special  guests.  The  intermediates  and  young 
people  presented  a  fine  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22,  While  Shepherds  Watched,  and  The  Christmas  Carol. 
The  state  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  met  at  Ivester  in  a  two-day  session 
on  Dec.  27,  28.  The  young  people  had  their  annual  banquet  on 
Dec.  27.  Their  theme.  Peering  Through  the  Clouds,  was  devel- 
oped by  Bro.  J.  H.  Mathis  and  Tom  Doeppner  of  McPherson 
College.  Our  student  ministers  took  part  in  the  Sunday  serv- 
ices on  Dec.  29,  Lyle  Albright  in  the  morning  and  Raymond 
Slifer  in  the  evening.  At  a  fellowship  meeting  on  Dec.  31  Bro. 
Earl  Frantz  gave  a  stirring  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  at  Chicago  the  previous  week.  Tom  Doeppner 
spoke  on  some  of  the  religious  problems  in  Germany. — Mrs. 
O.  R.  Slifer,  Conrad,   Iowa,  Jan.   14. 

Libertyville. — At  our  December  council  meeting  two  letters  of 
membership  were  received  and  church  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  was  with  us  in  No- 
vember and  gave  a  Very  interesting  talk  about  his  relief  work 
in  Spain.  Bro.  Charles  Albin  had  charge  of  a  meeting  for  men 
of  conscription  age.  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  the 
church  on  Thanksgiving  morning.  One  has  been  baptized  since 
our  last  report.  Several  men  of  the  church  met  to  husk  corn 
for  Bra.  Glenn  Carr;  some  of  the  ladies  helped  to  serve  the 
dinner. — Mrs.   J.   Warren   Davis,   Fairfield,   Iowa,   Jan.   10. 

Kansas 
Conway  Springs. — Our  district  conference  in  October  was  well 
attended.  An  offering  was  taken  for  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
on  Oct.  20;  also  for  McPherson  College  on  Nov.  10.  The  Sumner 
County  Christian  education  meeting  was  held  at  Wellington  on 
Nov.  12.    Bro.  V.  E.  Whitmer's  funeral  was  held  at  Zenda,  Kans.. 
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on  Nov.  16,  after  which  the  body  was  brought  to  the  Conway 
Springs  cemetery  for  burial.  On  Dec.  22  we  gave  treats  to  the 
children  and  young  people  at  the  morning  service;  in  the  evening 
we"  had  moving  pictures  of  the  life  of  Christ.  The  next  day 
several  families  received  baskets  of  food  distributed  by  the  mem- 
bers. The  writer  is  working  to  get  the  one  hundred  per  cent 
rate  of  $1.00  per  year  for  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  have  had 
the  $1.25  club  rate  for  six  years  in  our  congregation.  On  Jan. 
5  one  young  man  was  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  morning  serv- 
ices. There  is  some  flu  in  our  community.  A  meeting  of  the 
Sunday-school  teachers  was  held  at  the  parsonage  on  Jan.  3. — 
Amos  O.   Brubaker,   Conway   Springs,   Kans.,   Jan.   8. 

Morrill. — -Brother  and  Sister  W.  A.  Kinzie,  formerly  of  Navarre, 
Kans.,  moved  to  Morrill  in  response  to  a  call  to  Bro.  Kinzie  to 
serve  this  church  as  pastor  and  elder.  Our  communion  was  held 
on  Sept.  29,  with  Bro.  Kinzie  officiating.  The  church  had  an  all- 
day  Thanksgiving  meeting,  with  dinner  and  program  at  the 
church  on  Nov.  24.  Rev.  Porte  of  the  Falls  City,  Nebr.,  Brethren 
church,  was  guest  speaker.  The  offering  was  $86.54  and  was 
divided  between  the  Home  for  the  Aged  and  district  missions. 
Because  of  illness  the  Christmas  cantata  could  not  be  given,  but 
the  boys  and  girls  gave  an  interesting  program  on  Dec.  22.  The 
white  gift  offering  included  $84.99  and  a  large  box  of  clothing 
for  the  St.  Joseph  mission  and  bedding  for  the  Home  at  Darlow. 
Bro.  A.  Sawyer  and  Prof.  Spear  filled  the  pulpit  on  several 
occasions  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor. — Mrs.  Clint  Stover,  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  Jan.  6. 

Quinler. — We  met  in  council  on  Dec.  14,  at  which  time  the 
following  were  elected:  clerk,  M.  E.  Neher;  treasurer,  Charles 
Starkey;  correspondent,  Mabel  Wertz;  trustee,  W.  W.  Jamison; 
Messenger  agent,  David  Ikenberry.  Bro.  Samuel  Bowman  is 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  with  M.  C.  Porter  as  assistant. 
Bro.  Floyd  Crist  was  unanimously  elected  as  elder  of  the  Quin- 
ter  church.  The  church  granted  Bro.  Wayne  Crist  his  request 
that  he  be  licensed  to  preach  for  one  year.  At  present  he  is  at- 
tending college  at  McPherson,  Kans.  On  Dec.  22  at  the  preach- 
ing hour  the  children  gave  an  interesting  and  inspirational 
Christmas  program  to  a  large  audience.  This  program  was  ap- 
preciated by  all.  Because  of  an  epidemic  of  influenza  in  our 
community  our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church  services 
has  not  been  so  good.  On  Dec.  29  Bro.  Floyd  Crist  and  family 
entertained  the  young  people.  They  had  their  regular  young 
people's  meeting,  after  which  they  enjoyed  a  social  hour  to- 
gether.— Mabel  Wertz,  Quinter,  Kans.,  Jan.  2. 

Topeka. — Five  were  received  into  church  fellowship  through 
baptism  early  in  October.  On  the  Tuesday  evening  before 
Thanksgiving  a  family  supper  and  program  were  sponsored  by 
the  young  married  people's  class.  On  Thanksgiving  morning  a 
union  meeting  was  held  in  our  church.  On  Dec.  16  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  a  splendid  address  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Bright, 
professor  of  History  in  Washburn  College  of  this  city.  At  the 
evening  service  of  Dec.  29  we  were  privileged  to  hear  Eld.  O.  E. 
Messamer  of  Wiley,  Colo.  The  Christmas  program  was  given  on 
Dec.  22.  This  was  well  rendered  and  appreciated  by  a  full  attend- 
ance. Recently  the  ladies'  aid  sent  a  shipment  of  clothing  for 
war   relief. — Lola   Root,    Topeka,    Kans.,   Jan.    7. 

Maryland 
Locust  Grove. — Our  ladies'  aid  met  on  Dec.  11  and  made  a 
number  of  articles  for  Christmas  and  reorganized  for  the  coming 
year.  Sister  Margaret  Kline  is  president,  with  Sister  Margaret 
Horton  as  assistant.  Mrs.  Wm.  Purdum  is  superintendent  and 
Sister  Ruth  Bear  Shoemaker  is  secretary.  We  met  on  Dec.  31  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Margaret  Horton  and  quilted.  On  Jan.  15  we 
will  meet  at  the  home  of  Sister  Margaret  Kline. — B.  R.  Purdum, 
Mt.  Airy,  Md. 

Meadow  Branch. — The  Faithful  Workers'  class  of  organized 
adult  women  packed  and  delivered  about  forty  baskets  of  fruits 
and  candy  to  the  aged  and  shut-ins  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  In 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  our  regular  church  service  was 
conducted  by  Eld.  J.  W.  Thomas,  after  which  an  offering  was 
lifted  for  home  missions.  The  excess  gifts  for  the  Thanksgiving 
baskets  were  later  used  in  making  up  baskets  of  provisions 
of  various  kinds  to  be  given  to  the  needy  at  Christmas  time.  On 
Dec.  29  the  primary  department  rendered  a  splendid  program, 
after  which  one  hundred  children  received  a  treat  from  the  Sun- 
day school  and  from  private  donation.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  29 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rendered  a  suitable  Christmas  program  which  was 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  large  assembly.  The  Reisterstown 
Mission  Sunday  school  gave  a  most  interesting  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  the  evening  of  Dec.  29,  also  in  Brother  and  Sister  C.  S. 
Knight's  home.  It  is  being  planned  to  build  a  church  house  at 
Reisterstown.  Members  of  Eastern  Maryland  are  contributing 
to  this  cause.  Material  is  being  assembled  on  a  two-acre  lot 
which  has  been  donated  by  friends.  Two  adults  were  baptized 
at  this  mission  on  Jan.  5.  The  congregation  in  council  agreed  to 
repeat  as  nearly  as  possible  a  similar  schedule  of  appointments 
for  1941  as  was  used  in  1940.  The  attendance  and  offerings  dur- 
ing 1940  increased  materially  over  the  preceding  year.  Young 
and  old,  working  together  harmoniously,  make  the  outlook  for 
growth  and  evangelism  most  encouraging  for  the  coming  year. — 
William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md.,  Jan.  8. 

Minnesota 
Worthingion.— The  children's  and  intermediate  departments  of 


our  church  gave  a  Christmas  program  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22, 
and  in  the  evening  a  group  from  the  Home  Builders'  class  gave 
a  one-act  play,  The  Christmas  Child.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  15 
The  Life  of  Christ  in  song  was  presented  by  a  group  of  young 
people  from  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.(  directed  by  Albert  Shade,  with  Mrs. 
Dale  Long  as  accompanist.  During  the  year  1940  the  enroll- 
ment of  our  Sunday  school  grew  from  113  to  140.  We  are  hoping 
to  have  our  church  subscribe  one  hundred  per  cent  for  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  in  1941.  Some  adults  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  met  in 
three  different  homes  on  New  Year's  Eve.  The  early  hours  of 
the  evening  were  spent  socially  but  as  the  clock  ticked  the  old 
year  out  and  1941  in,  seasons  of  devotion  and  prayer  were  held 
by  each  group. — Mrs.  H.  H.  Hauenstein,  Reading,  Minn.,  Jan.  10. 

Missouri 

Mineral  Creek. — The  churches  of  the  Middle  District  of  Mis- 
souri met  here  from  Oct.  11  to  14  for  our  district  meeting.  Able 
speakers,  Brethren  Charles  D.  Bonsack,  George  K.  Vaughn,  W.  E. 
Breon  and  X.  L.  Coppock,  were  with  us.  On  Nov.  3  the  local 
church  greeted  Bro.  Glen  I.  Rummel  of  Indiana  as  our  new  pas- 
tor. Beginning  Nov.  10  he  held  a  week's  meeting,  closing  with 
the  love  feast.  On  Dec.  8  about  thirty  members  and  friends 
gathered  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Rummel  for  a  get- 
together  basket  dinner  which  was  much  enjoyed.  On  Dec.  1  six 
students  of  McPherson  College  presented  a  very  interesting 
program  at  the  morning  service.  This  group,  together  with  the 
young  people  of  the  church  and  their  leaders,  had  dinner  at  the 
church.  Our  attendance  has  not  been  up  to  standard  the  last 
month  because  of  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  influenza.  Our 
Christmas  program  was  presented  mostly  by  the  grownups  be- 
cause the  children  were  ill.  We  hope  our  attendance  will  soon 
be  better. — Mrs.  Basil  Thomas,  Leeton,  Mo.,  Jan.   13. 

Nebraska 

Lincoln. — On  Dec.  3  Brother  and  Sister  J.  G.  Kilhefner  cele- 
brated their  sixty-fourth  wedding  anniversary.  One  of  the  de- 
cisions at  our  recent  council  was  to  have  a  Neon  sign  installed 
at  the  front  of  the  church.  The  sign  will  bear  the  words,  Christ 
Saves  and  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  a  part  of  it  will  be  a 
white  cross.  It  is  being  presented  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
church.  On  the  second  Sunday  of  December  Rev.  O.  J.  Burck- 
hardt  brought  an  inspiring  morning  message.  The  men's  group 
enjoyed  a  very  interesting  evening  on  the  ninth  with  the  Temple 
Baptist  church  men  as  guests.  Rev.  Alvin  Johnson,  who  was 
recently  installed  into  the  ministry,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
On  the  eleventh  the  women's  council  entertained  the  church  with 
a  missionary  play  followed  by  a  talk  by  Rev.  Kenneth  Downing, 
superintendent  of  the  Lincoln  Goodwill  Industries.  Very  inter- 
esting prayer  meetings  have  been  held  each  Tuesday.  Bro.  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  Jr.,  was  with  us  on  Dec.  16  and  gave  an  interesting 
report  on  his  experiences  in  European  relief  work.  On  Dec.  191 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  went  caroling,  remembering  many  of  the  mem- 
bers who  are  unable  to  attend  church  services.  On  the  last  day 
of  the  year  a  prayer  meeting  and  a  watch  hour  service  were  very 
inspiring  and  largely  attended.  The  Sunday-school  attendance 
has  shown  a  steady  growth,  being  120  for  the  past  quarter.  Our 
officers  and  teachers  have  been  doing  a  fine  work.  Thirty-eight 
have  been  received  by  baptism  during  the  year.  The  basement 
walls  have  been  plastered  and  painted  and  the  church  roof  re- 
paired. Much  of  the  audience  room  has  been  replastered  and  the 
entire  interior  of  the  church  has  been  redecorated.  The  outside 
woodwork  has  been  painted  also. — Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  Jan.  8. 

North  Carolina 

Spray. — At  our  Thanksgiving  service  on  Nov.  28  a  special  of- 
fering was  taken  to  be  used  in  the  building  fund.  At  the  re- 
cent council  meeting  held  on  Dec.  11  Bro.  J.  A.  Naff  of  Boone 
Mill,  Va.,  was  re-elected  elder;  other  church  officers  and  com- 
mittees were  elected.  We  enjoyed  a  very  impressive  white  gift 
Christmas  service  on  Sunday  night  before  Christmas.  Seven- 
teen bushel  baskets  of  groceries  were  carried  to  needy  homes  of 
our  community.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  quite  active,  taking  a  deep 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  church.  A  large  group  attended  the 
district  round  table  meeting  at  the  Bethlehem  church  on  Jan.  12. 
One  or  more  of  our  men  attended  the  adult  meeting  at  the 
Brick  church.  We  are  hoping  to  get  the  church  paper  into  many 
homes  this  year.  We  are  continuing  to  help  in  relief  and  will 
help  as  long  as  there  is  a  need.  We  are  hoping  to  have  a  large 
attendance  at  the  special  district  conference  at  Bassetts,  Va., 
Jan.  18.— Mrs.  Sam  B.  Thomas,  Leaksville,  N.  C,  Jan.  13. 

Ohio 

Beech  Grove. — The  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  Nov.  20, 
Bro.  G.  L.  Wine,  pastor  of  the  Greenville  church,  giving  the  ad- 
dress. We  held  our  harvest  meeting  on  Nov.  24.  Pastor  E.  S. 
Hollinger  gave  the  morning  address,  and  in  the  afternoon  Bro. 
Roy  Honeyman  of  the  Painter  Creek  church  gave  an  illustrated 
talk  to  the  children  and  an  address  to  the  adults.  Our  evan- 
gelistic meeting  opened  on  Nov.  25,  with  Bro.  Galen  Lehman, 
Springfield,  111.,  as  evangelist.  The  meetings  opened  with  a 
candlelighting  service.  A  lighted  candle  represented  each  fam- 
ily present.  Our  meetings  closed  on  Dec.  8  with  twelve  baptized. 
Twelve    candles    were    lighted    and    placed    at    the    front    of   the 
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church  during  the  baptism  services  to  represent  the  twelve  new 
lights  in  the  church.  This  was  very  impressive.  The  interest  and 
attendance  during  the  meetings  were  very  good.  Our  children's 
Christmas  program  was  held  on  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  the 
adults  gave  a  cantata,  Good  Will  to  Men,  under  the  direction  of 
Vicie  Hollinger.  Attendance  and  interest  in  our  church  are 
growing. — Mrs.  Charles  Baker,  New  Madison,  Ohio,  Jan.  9. 

East  Dayton. — Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Dec.  3  with 
Bro.  C.  F.  McKee  of  the  ministerial  board  presiding.  Brethren 
Jesse  Martin  and  Jesse  Herman  were  elected  deacons  and  with 
their  wives,  duly  installed.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  the  young 
people  rendered  a  Christmas  cantata,  The  Spirit  of  Christmas. 
On  Christmas  Eve  a  program  was  given  by  the  primary  depart- 
ment. The  church  distributed  a  number  of  Christmas  baskets  to 
the  needy.  Three  have  been  added  to  our  membership;  two 
baptized  and  one  reinstated. — Nettie  L.  Siefer,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  13. 

Fostoria. — We  convened  in  regular  business  meeting  on  Dec.  12, 
when  church  officers  were  elected  for  1941.  Bro.  C.  M.  Snavely 
was  chosen  church  clerk;  Bro.  Oscar  Brubaker,  trustee;  Gladys 
Earl,  director  of  women's  work.  Our  mission  school  is  proceed- 
ing with  good  interest,  Lenora  Berry  superintending.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  Nov.  12.  Pastor  Reuben  Boomershine 
officiated,  assisted  by  a  number  of  our  younger  brethren,  with 
prayer  and  scripture  suitable  for  the  occasion.  The  children  of 
the  primary  department  presented  a  very  interesting  program  at 
Christmas  time,  followed  by  a  white  gift  service.  There  were  a 
number  of  baskets  given  to  needy  families.  The  church  will  have 
Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  as  evangelist  to  assist  in 
a  series  of  meetings  beginning  Feb.  9.  We  feel  grateful  to  the 
board  of  trustees  for  the  beautiful  effects  of  their  management 
and  labor  on  our  church,  which  has  been  swept  and  garnished. 
It  has  been  redecorated  from  top  to  bottom,  with  two  different 
shades  of  blue  on  the  side  walls  and  a  white  ceiling.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  the  district  conference  of 
Northwestern  Ohio  will  convene  in  the  Fostoria  church  in  March. 
— J.  C.  Warstler,  Fostoria,  Ohio,  Jan.  13. 

Lower  Miami. — At  our  love  feast  held  on  Oct.  27  Bro.  J.  G. 
Groff  of  the  West  Alexandria  church  officiated.  The  fathers  and 
sons  report  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  banquet  on  Nov.  22. 
The  mothers  and  daughters  held  a  meeting  on  Dec.  12.  An  in- 
teresting program  of  speeches  and  songs  and  an  exchange  of 
Christmas  gifts  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  children  of  our  Sunday 
school  rendered  a  very  interesting  Christmas  program  on  the 
morning  of  Dec.  22.  The  sincere  manner  in  which  the  children 
make  their  contributions  is  an  inspiration  to  all.  In  the  evening 
the  young  people  rendered  the  cantata,  The  Glory  of  Christmas. 
Our  church  celebrated  Bible  Sunday  on  Dec.  8  in  an  appropriate 
ananner.  Sister  Ella  Mohler  conducted  a  quiz  program  on  the 
Bible  for  the  children.  Some  old  and  historical  Bibles  were 
"brought  for  exhibit;  the  owners  told  the  stories  which  make  these 
particular  Bibles  precious.  We  were  made  to  appreciate  the 
Bible  more.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  of  Middle- 
town  to  assist  us  in  a  revival  in  August. — Mrs.  Wm.  Furrey,  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  Jan.   11. 

Middle  District. — On  Oct.  27  our  church  enjoyed  our  annual 
homecoming.  Bro.  B.  T.  Studebaker  taught  the  adult  lesson, 
Sister  Ruth  Funderburg  gave  a  talk  to  the  children  and  Bro.  J. 
C.  Flora  of  the  West  Charleston  congregation  brought  the  morn- 
ing message.  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock  of  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  delivered 
the  missionary  address  in  the  afternoon.  Bro.  Coppock  began 
■our  evangelistic  meetings  in  the  evening  and  continued  for  two 
weeks.  His  messages  were  both  spiritual  and  instructive.  As 
a  result  five  were  baptized.  One  had  been  baptized  previous  to 
the  meeting.  Our  church  entertained  the  district  ministerial 
meeting  on  Nov.  22,  when  fifty  ministers  and  wives  were  with 
us.  Our  men  and  women  have  been  busy  ceiling  and  redecorat- 
ing our  basement,  which  is  a  great  improvement.  Several  new 
-officers  and  two  new  deacons  were  chosen  at  our  business  meet- 
ing on  Dec.  14.  Brethren  H.  H.  Helman  and  John  Gump  of  the 
New  Carlisle  church  assisted  in  this  service.  On  Dec.  30  Bro. 
Walter  Hawke,  pastor  of  the  Hamilton  church,  showed  the  pic- 
-tures,  In  the  Beginning  and  The  Prodigal  Son.  These  were  very 
much  enjoyed. — Ethel  Coppock,  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  Jan.  2. 

Middletown. — A  personal  workers'  campaign  was  conducted 
from  Nov.  27  to  Dec.  8.  Each  active  member  contacted  former 
members,  and  teachers  visited  the  homes  of  their  Sunday-school 
pupils.  Thanksgiving  in  Heaven  was  the  opening  message,  and 
A  Slave  to  Sin,  the  closing  theme  given  by  Pastor  C.  W.  Warstler. 
•Our  communion  service  was  held  on  Dec.  11.  The  Sunday- 
school  department  gave  a  very  interesting  Christmas  program 
on  Dec.  22,  at  which  time  the  children  were  given  a  remem- 
brance. A  New  Year's  Eve  meeting  was  held  with  a  fine  audi- 
ence. It  consisted  of  a  musical  program,  a  fellowship  supper 
and  a  devotional  service.  On  Dec.  5  the  laymen's  organization 
sponsored  a  meeting  at  the  Old  Folks  Home  in  Greenville.  On 
Jan.  12  the  circuit  meeting  of  the  laymen  was  held  at  Cincinnati 
with  Bro.  Marion  Barnhart  as  chairman.  All  seven  churches 
were  represented  and  an  enjoyable  afternoon  was  reported  by 
those  who  attended.  Our  church  is  co-operating  with  the 
churches  of  our  city  in  a  special  effort  to  increase  the  Sun- 
day evening  church  attendance. — Margie  B.  Young,  Middletown, 
Ohio,  Jan.  14. 

Oakland. — Bro.    F.    C.    Hollingshead,    our    pastor,    taught    a    six 


weeks'  course  on  Christian  Recreation  at  the  county  interdenom- 
inational training  school  in  October  and  November.  On  Oct.  6 
he  conducted  a  beautiful  candlelight  consecration  service  for 
Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers  and  church  officers.  Our 
young  people  very  ably  presented  the  play,  The  Great  Choice,  to 
the  district  key  workers'  conference  and  to  our  congregation  in 
November.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  holds  regular  Sunday  evening 
meetings  and  has  been  doing  a  fine  piece  of  work.  Our  watch 
night  service  was  sponsored  by  them.  In  February  they  will 
sponsor  youth  Sunday  when  they  will  have  complete  charge  of 
the  Sunday  school  and  church  services.  Norman  Waggoner  is 
president  and  our  pastor  is  their  adult  adviser.  The  women  met 
in  November  and  elected  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Mrs. 
Ray  Petersime  is  president.  Our  women  have  been  sewing  for 
refugees.  The  Christmas  party  for  all  the  women  of  the  church 
was  well  attended.  The  children  presented  their  Christmas  pro- 
gram at  the  Sunday-school  hour  on  Dec.  22.  At  the  regular  wor- 
ship hour  the  newly-organized  Temple  choir  ^under  the  direc- 
tion of  Emma  Beshore  was  dedicated.  In  the  evening  a  chorus  of 
forty  voices,  under  the  direction  of  J.  Q.  Nehr,  presented  the 
Christmas  cantata,  The  Star  of  Bethlehem.  This  cantata  was 
shared  with  the  Piqua  congregation  on  the  following  Sunday 
evening.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro.  M.  J. 
Brougher  to  conduct  our  evangelistic  services.  We  are  also 
planning  a  music  institute  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill  for  the  near  future. — Mrs.  William  Toman,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio,  Jan.   10. 

Painter  Creek. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  8  the  silver  medal 
peace  declamation  contest,  sponsored  by  the  Ohio  Council  of 
Churches,  was  held  in  our  church.  Five  young  ladies  who  had 
won  bronze  medals  in  previous  contests  gave  splendid  addresses 
on  various  phases  of  peace  and  the  fallacy  of  trying  to  settle 
world  problems  through  force.  On  Christmas  Sunday  morning 
the  children's  department  gave  its  program  in  song  and  story. 
In  the  evening  the  Home  Builders'  class  gave  the  play,  The 
Christmas  Child.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  year  we  had  as  our 
guest  speaker  Bro.  Galen  Ogden  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
His  talk  on  Finding  God  in  Unexpected  Places  was  interesting 
and  helpful.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  place  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger in  every  home  of  our  membership.  On  Christmas  Eve 
twenty-two  of  our  singers  took  good  cheer  in  hymns  and  carols 
to  the  Brethren  Home  in  Greenville  and  the  city  hospital  and 
homes  of  shut-ins.  Jan.  9  was  the  time  for  our  all-day  annual 
meeting  when  we  reorganized  our  women's  work  for  the  new 
year.  Several  hours  were  spent  in  quilting  and  doing  other 
handwork.  Sisters  Minnie  Bright,  Jennie  Miller  and  Catharine 
Eikenberry  were  our  guests  for  the  day.  Sister  Bright  showed 
pictures  of  China,  where  they  had  lived  and  worked,  giving 
many  interesting  experiences  of  the  people  there.  We  were 
saddened  by  the  fact  that  the  splendid  Christian  work  must  be 
suspended  for  the  present.  Revealing  and  choosing  cheer  sisters 
was  a  pleasant  experience  of  the  day.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
the  coming  of  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  in  a  revival  effort  from  March 
17  to  30.  Bro.  Petry  was  with  us  a  number  of  years  ago  in  a  very 
successful  meeting. — Mrs.  Levi  Minnich,  Greenville,  Ohio,  Jan.  10. 

Poplar  Grove. — Bro.  Edward  Stump  of  the  Second  church. 
South  Bend,  conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival,  closing  on  Dec.  1. 
Three  baptisms  resulted  from  the  meetings.  Bro.  Stump's  mes- 
sages were  well  received,  and  his  evangelistic  efforts  were  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  members.  We  wish  him  continued  success 
with  his  pastoral  work  in  South  Bend.  Our  all-day  communion 
service  was  held  Nov.  16.  The  pastor,  Bro.  D.  G.  Berkebile, 
secured  Bro.  Theo.  Eley  to  bring  the  morning  message.  Bro. 
G.  L.  Wine  was  with  us  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  services. 
A  Christmas  drama,  The  Sorrowful  Star,  was  given  by  the  Sun- 
day school  on  Dec.  22.  It  was  an  excellent  program  and  much 
credit  is  due  all  who  participated  in  it,  including  the  director, 
Bessie  Huffman.  At  a  recent  council  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  special  Messenger  rates,  by  placing  the 
Messenger  in  all  Brethren  homes  of  the  church.  Bro.  Berkebile 
continues  to  serve  as  our  pastor,  and  his  sacrifice  in  furthering 
the  work  of  the  church  is  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. — Homer 
Halladay,  Greenville,  Ohio,  Jan.  6. 

Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — An  attractive  menu  and  an  interesting  program  were 
prepared  for  our  father  and  son  banquet.  Each  Wednesday  after- 
noon a  weekday  school  for  children  has  been  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Harold  Hutt,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Snyder,  Mrs.  Hoffer,  Mrs.  Zuck  and 
Eleanor  Norris.  Parents  appreciate  the  privilege  of  sending  their 
children  to  this  school.  The  missionary  society  has  concluded  its 
study  of  the  book,  Women  and  the  Way.  At  the  meeting  of  min- 
isters of  the  district  in  our  church,  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst  was  the 
guest  leader;  the  ladies'  aid  served  the  lunch.  Eleven  of  our 
boys  and  girls  are  meeting  regularly  with  Pastor  Nevin  H.  Zuck, 
studying  the  meaning  of  church  membership.  Mrs.  Zuck  spoke  in 
the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Philadelphia  at  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  meeting.  She  also  directed  our  young  people's  presenta- 
tion of  Why  the  Chimes  Rang  at  our  Christmas  program.  The 
district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  banquet  will  be  held  in  our  church  on  Jan. 
10.  Bro.  Harold  Row  from  Richmond  will  be  the  guest  speaker. — 
Elizabeth  R.  Blough,  Hatfield,  Pa.,  Jan.  3. 

Connellsville. — On  Sept.  24  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
church  met  for  a  fellowship  dinner  and  discussion  of  success  and 
failures    of   the    past   year    of    Sunday-school    and    church   work. 
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There  was  a  large  number  present.  A  special  address  was  given 
by  Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer  of  the  County  Line  church.  There  were 
seven  baptisms  in  1940.  On  Oct.  3  Dr.  Cogan,  an  aged  grand- 
father, and  his  small  grandchild  were  baptized.  On  Oct.  6  we 
observed  rally  day.  A  very  co-operative  spirit  prevailed.  There 
were  120  present  in  Sunday  school  and  92  in  the  church  service. 
Our  total  offerings  amounted  to  $75.  A  photograph  was  taken 
of  the  entire  group.  This  project  was  sponsored  by  the  True 
Blue  Sunday-school  class.  Our  communion  service  in  the  ^eve- 
ning was  very  impressive.  There  were  eighty-two  present.  A 
workers'  conference  was  held  under  the  leadership  of  Cannon 
Seese,  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Plans  were  discussed  for 
the  coming  year.  Pastor  F.  A.  Myers  gave  an  address.  The 
Thanksgiving  offering  and  program  were  sponsored  by  the  men's 
work.  The  children  gave  a  Christmas  vesper  program.  The 
Christmas  offering  and  program  were  sponsored  by  the  women's 
work.  Both  of  these  offerings  were  given  to  missions.  Our  vari- 
ous boards  meet  monthly  and  the  meetings  are  well  attended. 
Our  pastor  puts  out  a  weekly  church  bulletin.  Bro.  Myers  is  in 
charge  of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  and  Connellsville  congregations. — 
Paul  V.  Lepley,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Ephrala. — Much  interest  was  shown  in  our  revival  meetings 
held  from  Oct.  13  to  27  with  Eld.  D.  I.  Pepple  as  evangelist.  He 
preached  inspirational,  soul-reaching  sermons,  with  the  result 
that  sixteen  were  added  to  the  church.  Promotion  day,  rally 
day,  guest  day  and  decision  day  were  observed  in  October,  with 
marked  improvement  in  the  Sunday  school,  which  is  moving  for- 
ward under  the  splendid  leadership  of  Bro.  Elam  Kennel.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  3,  with  336  communicants.  Pastor 
Blough  also  administered  private  communion  to  eighteen  shut- 
ins.  Eld.  H.  A.  Merkey  of  Manheim  preached  the  preparatory 
sermon.  Several  classes  gave  Thanksgiving  baskets  to  the  needy. 
The  ladies'  aid  radiated  Christmas  cheer  by  distributing  fifty- 
five  baskets  of  fruit  among  the  aged  and  shut-ins.  The  ladies 
have  been  busily  engaged  in  quilting.  Small  chests  to  receive 
the  peace-relief  offering  taken  once  a  month  have  been  placed 
at  the  church  entrance.  To  this  call  our  people  have  been  re- 
sponding most  nobly.  Several  shipments  of  clothing  have  been 
made  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee  at  Philadelphia.  On 
Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  children's  depart- 
ment in  the  morning  and  a  pageant  was  presented  by  the  young 
people  in  the  evening.  On  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  29,  a  beautiful 
candlelighting  service  was  held  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  directed  by 
Sister  Tillie  Andes.  Pastor  Galen  R.  Blough  has  accepted  a  call 
to  the  church  at  Somerset.  On  Dec.  22  he  preached  his  last  ser- 
mon here  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  On  Dec.  30  a 
farewell  social  was  given  in  honor  of  the  Blough  family.  There 
were  special  music,  and  words  of  appreciation  from  the  various 
organizations  in  the  church  and  from  Rev.  Rhoad,  a  neighbor 
pastor.  Several  gifts  and  a  substantial  purse  were  presented  to 
the  Bloughs.  A  social  hour  followed,  and  refreshments  were 
served  by  a  group  of  women.  Sister  Harry  Miley  has  been  ap- 
pointed president  of  the  women's  work  group,  filling  the  vacancy 
left  by  Sister  Blough.  Prayer  meetings  are  held  each  week  under 
the  able  leadership  of  Bro.  Donald  Martin. — Mabel  M.  Myer, 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  Jan.  3. 

Hanover. — Bro.  Walter  Thomas  of  Westminster,  Md.,  preached 
the  morning  sermon  on  Sept.  24.  At  our  council  on  Sept.  25  Mil- 
ton Baugher  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
one  year,  with  Burnell  Miller  as  assistant.  E.  E.  Baugher,  Bea- 
trice Myers  and  Burnell  Miller  were  elected  delegates  to  district 
meeting  held  in  the  Perry  congregation.  The  Sunday  school  re- 
organized on  Sept.  29,  with  Claude  Miller  as  treasurer  and  Effie 
Crawford  as  secretary.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  elected  Beatrice  Myers 
as  president.  Eld.  J.  E.  Myers  held  an  installation  service  for  the 
officers  at  the  close  of  a  Sunday-school  period  on  Oct.  27.  Our 
love  feast  on  Oct.  20  was  the  most  largely  attended  one  in  recent 
years.  Bro.  Walter  Hartman  of  Annville  officiated.  On  Oct.  10 
the  Sunday  school  conducted  a  rally  day  program.  Sister  Eleanor 
Bergstresser  of  Sunbury  taught  an  interesting  Sunday-school  les- 
son and  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  spoke  on  The 
Background  of  Our  Heritage.  The  offering  for  the  building  fund 
was  $78.55.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  Thanksgiving  program  on 
Nov.  24  and  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  29.  Bro.  J.  M.  Stauffer 
brought  us  the  Thanksgiving  message  on  Nov.  30.  The  offering 
went  to  the  poor  of  our  community.  Superintendent  Baugher  is 
encouraging  a  systematic  Bible  reading  program  in  the  Sunday 
school  for  1941.  In  council  on  Dec.  28  we  re-elected  George 
Shriver  as  trustee  for  five  years  and  M.  M.  Baugher  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
director.  Our  church  building  and  remodeling  program  is  mov- 
ing along  nicely.  We  expect  its  completion  about  April  1.  The 
Sunday  school  is  much  in  need  of  more  and  better  facilities.  J.  E. 
Myers  is  our  building  fund  treasurer. — A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover, 
Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

.  Huntingdon. — During  the  months  of  October,  November  and 
December  our  church,  in  co-operation  with  the  other  churches 
of  Huntingdon,  promoted  a  church  attendance  campaign.  Rec- 
ords of  attendance  at  the  morning  worship  services  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Huntingdon  daily  paper.  Another  move  toward 
renewed  church  interest  and  the  building  of  a  deeper  fellowship 
among  the  church  members  was  made  by  our  pastor  in  the 
inauguration  of  a  midweek  church  night  program  of  prayer  and 
visitation,  started  in  October  and  continued  during  the  past 
three  months.  Those  desiring  to  take  part  in  this  program  met 
at  the   church   each  Wednesday   evening   at  seven   o'clock  for   a 


brief  prayer  service,  after  which  they  went  out  in  groups  of  two 
to  visit  in  the  homes  of  the  members.  Since  September  our 
pastor  has  conducted  a  Sunday  evening  Bible  hour.  Thus  far  he 
has  given  expositions  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  epistles  of 
John,  the  prophetic  studies  of  Haggai  and  the  Book  of  Job. 
Many  have  shown  interest  in  this  type  of  teaching.  On  Nov.  29 
the  annual  district  workers'  conference  was  held  in  the  Hunting- 
don church,  the  meal  being  served  by  the  local  women's  work 
group.  There  were  147  in  attendance.  The  main  addresses  were 
given  by  Prof.  O.  R.  Myers  of  Juniata  College,  and  Bro.  E.  M. 
Detwiler,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Everett.  Our 
union  Thanksgiving  service,  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
was  conducted  by  the  various  ministers  of  Huntingdon.  Our 
pastor  preached  the  sermon.  Outstanding  among  our  programs 
of  the  Christmas  season  was  the  beautiful  pageant,  In  the  Light 
of  Christmas,  presented  by  the  juniors  on  Dec.  22,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mrs.  Lewis  S.  Knepper.  On  the  previous  Sunday 
evening  the  Juniata  College  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Charles  Rowland,  presented  a  program  of  special  Christmas 
music.  Choir  gowns  have  been  purchased  for  our  church  choir. 
Philco  electric  chimes  have  been  installed  in  the  church  tower, 
a  gift  from  the  Delta  Alpha  class,  in  memory  of  their  former 
teacher,  the  late  Miss  Irene  Replogle.  For  both  these  supplements 
to  our  services  our  pastor  led  in  a  dedicatory  prayer.  The  week 
of  prayer  will  be  observed  in  Huntingdon  during  the  week  begin- 
ning Jan.  6,  with  union  services  each  night  in  the  various 
churches  in  the  town.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  evangel- 
istic services  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  Wilfred  N.  Staufer,  pas- 
tor of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  New  Enterprise,  beginning 
Feb.  3. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Engle,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  Jan.  8. 

Hunlsdale. — Our  Sunday  school  elected  officers  as  follows: 
superintendent,  Bro.  Ralph  Clopper;  assistant,  Bro.  Powell  Shel- 
ler;  treasurer,  Bro.  John  A.  Leer;  secretary,  Bro.  Marlin  Mel- 
linger.  On  Oct.  26  Bro.  B.  F.  King  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  filled  the 
pulpit.  On  Oct.  30  in  the  evening  Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg, 
pastor  of  the  Shippensburg  church,  gave  a  very  helpful  message. 
On  Nov.  1  he  gave  the  address  at  the  father  and  son  banquet. 
The  Thanksgiving  service  was  conducted  by  the  adult  Bible 
classes.  On  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser,  president 
of  Elizabethtown  College,  conducted  a  Bible  institute,  which  was 
very  instructive.  In  the  absence  of  our  pastor  on  Dec.  8  Bro. 
Grant  Group  filled  our  pulpit.  Bro.  Henry  Miller  of  Mechanics- 
burg  spoke  to  us  on  Dec.  15.  We  met  in  council  on  Dec.  16.  Bro. 
Otho  J.  Hassinger  was  elected  elder  for  a  period  of  three  years. — 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Litilz. — Since  our  last  report  one  was  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  one  by  letter.  On  Dec.  5  the  quarterly  Sunday- 
school  workers'  luncheon  was  held  in  the  church  basement.  The 
speaker  was  Rev.  Earl  F.  Fowler,  pastor  of  the  Bethany  Presby- 
terian church  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  Preceding  the  sermon  on  Sunday 
morning,  Dec.  8,  James  Barwick  of  York,  Pa.,  aged  seven  years, 
recited  from  memory  Matt.  6:19-34.  A  pre-Christmas  candle- 
lighting  service,  sponsored  by  the  women's  missionary  society, 
was  held  on  Dec.  10.  The  guest  speaker  was  Anna  Pfautz  of 
Lititz.  She  is  a  missionary  to  Western  China.  The  entire  service 
was  beautiful  and  impressive.  The  Christmas  social  for  the  chil- 
dren was  held  on  Dec.  21.  The  beginner,  primary  and  junior 
children  gave  a  program  on  Dec.  22.  The  evening  program  con- 
sisted of  nine  living  pictures  of  scenes  surrounding  the  birth  of 
Christ.  These  pictures  were  accompanied  by  music  by  various 
groups  of  the  church. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa.,  Jan.  4. 

Little  Swatara. — On  Oct.  6  Bro.  H.  F.  King  of  Heidelberg 
brought  us  the  morning  message  at  the  Ziegler  house.  In  the 
evening  we  held  a  hymn  sing  at  the  Ziegler  house.  Sister  Laura 
Kreider  of  Ephrata  drew  a  few  crayon  sketches  of  some  of  the 
hymns.  At  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting  at  Frystown  on  Oct.  13  the 
Little  Prim  colored  quartet  of  Harrisburg  presented  a  musical 
program.  Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  at  the  Ziegler  house  on 
Oct.  19  and  20.  Visiting  brethren  fellowshiping  with  us  and 
bringing  us  uplifting  messages  were:  H.  A.  Merkey  of  Manheim, 
who  officiated;  J.  G.  Reber  of  Maidencreek;  Graybill  Hershey  of 
Manheim;  J.  F.  King  of  Myerstown;  S.  G.  Meyer  of  Fredericks- 
burg. A  welfare  program  was  held  Oct.  27  at  the  Frystown  house, 
Bro.  Ammon  Merkey  of  Fredericksburg  addressing  us  on  The 
Great  Commission.  On  Nov.  3,  at  the  Ziegler  house,  Bro.  J.  F. 
King  of  Myerstown  gave  an  illustrated  sermon  on  home.  Bro. 
Robert  Cocklin  of  Mechanicsburg  was  with  us  in  a  two  weeks' 
revival  at  the  Merkey  house  from  Nov.  10  to  24.  His  Spirit- 
filled  messages  strengthened  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church 
members.  Our  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  Nov.  28  at  the 
Merkey  house.  We  met  in  council  at  the  Frystown  house  on 
Dec.  21.  On  Christmas  Day  we  held  morning  services  at  the  Frys- 
town house,  and  in  the  evening  the  children  of  the  Sunday 
school  rendered  the  Christmas  program. — Stella  D.  Merkey, 
Bethel,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Meyersdale. — The  week  of  Christian  emphasis  will  be  observed 
in  all  of  the  Protestant  churches  of  Meyersdale,  from  Jan.  12  to  19. 
The  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion  will  be  Frank  D.  Slutz,  Chris- 
tian layman  and  educator  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  On  Jan.  17  the 
services  will  be  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  Mr. 
Slutz  will  speak  on  the  theme,  Making  the  Home  Christian.  At 
the  two  Sunday  sessions  all  of  the  local  ministers  will  speak  on 
the  same  subjects.  The  churchgoers  of  Meyersdale  and  vicinity 
are  looking  forward  to  a  real  treat  in  spiritual  uplift.  Our  an- 
nual union  religious  leadership  training  school  of  district  eight, 
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Somerset  County  Sabbath  School  Association,  will  open  Jan.  20 
and  close  Feb.  24,  with  one  session  each  Monday  evening.  A 
fine  course  of  instruction  has  been  provided. — W.  A.  Shoemaker, 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Jan.  9. 

Mingo. — Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland,  Pa.,  conducted  our 
evangelistic  meetings  in  the  fall.  He  brought  very  inspiring 
messages  and  as  a  result  there  was  one  baptism.  On  Nov.  10 
Dr.  Daryl  Parker  and  family,  China  missionaries,  were  with  us 
at  the  Mingo  house.  They  pictured  to  us  a  Christian  Chinese 
family  as  it  begins  the  day  with  morning  worship.  Bro.  Parker 
brought  the  morning  message.  Bro.  Ralph  Jones  brought  the 
Thanksgiving  message  at  the  Skippack  house.  We  met  in  council 
on  Dec.  14  at  the  Skippack  house.  We  are  endeavoring  to  put  the 
Gospel  Messenger  into  every  home  this  coming  year.  The  ladies' 
aid  reorganized  and  is  doing  fine  work.  They  held  a  sale  before 
Christmas  and  took  in  around  $50.  Our  young  people  packed 
several  Christmas  baskets.  Thirty  of  our  young  people  went 
caroling  on  Christmas  Eve.  Both  Sunday  schools  gave  interest- 
ing Christmas  programs.  Bro.  Joseph  Cassel  brought  the  Christ- 
mas morning  message  at  the  Mingo  house.  A  watch  night  serv- 
ice was  held  in  the  Skippack  house  on  New  Year's  Eve. — Leona 
Royer,  Royersford,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Newville. — We  met  in  council,  at  which  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected  as  follows:  general  superintendent,  Ernest  Scott; 
assistant,  Arnold  Rook;  primary  superintendent,  Mrs.  Hackman. 
Bro.  Audrey  Kaufman  of  Virginia  conducted  a  two  weeks'  evan- 
gelistic meeting  from  Oct.  13  to  27,  closing  with  our  love  feast. 
The  student  volunteers  gave  a  program  in  November.  Our  regu- 
lar church  council  was  held  Dec.  16,  at  which  time  all  church 
officers  were  elected.  Henry  H.  Hackman  and  wife  and  Charles 
Clark  and  wife  were  installed  into  the  deacon's  office.  Bro.  Isen-  ; 
berg  had  charge  of  the  installation  service.  On  Dec.  22  the  chil- 
dren gave  a  Christmas  program  at  the  morning  service.  On 
Sunday  evening  a  drama,  And  There  Were  Shepherds,  was  given 
by  the  young  people.— Lulu  Shultz,  Newville,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Parkerford. — On  Oct.  20  the  Christian  Endeavor  had  as  their 
guest  speaker  Mr.  Roy  Druckenmiller.  The  following  Sunday 
evening  Mr.  Howard  Taschner  from  Spring  City  talked  on  De- 
bunking Liquor  Ads.  From  Oct.  15  to  Dec.  17  the  community 
leadership  training  school  was  held  in  our  church.  Rev.  Rowland, 
pastor  of  the  Parkerford  Baptist  church,  was  dean  of  the  school. 
The  first  class,  Ways  of  Teaching,  was  taught  by  Rev.  Robinson, 
pastor  of  the  Bethel  church;  the  second  period  on  The  Teach- 
ings of  Jesus  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Clayton  Gehman.  On  Nov. 
3  Bro.  Wilfred  Staufer  of  the  New  Enterprise  Church  of  the 
Brethren  delivered  an  inspiring  message.  Bro.  Paul  Penny- 
packer  and  a  group  of  young  men  from  Kings  College,  Belmar, 
N.  J.,  had  charge  of  the  morning  worship  on  Nov.  17.  We  pray 
that  they  will  continue  in  their  wonderful  work  for  the  Lord. 
On  Nov.  28  the  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  the  Coventry 
church,  with  members  of  the  Parkerford  church  attending..  The 
Christmas  program  was  given  on  Dec.  22.  The  primary,  junior 
and  intermediate  departments  helped  to  make  the  program  suc- 
cessful by  their  musical  selections,  recitations,  plays  and  exer- 
cises. That  evening  a  song  service  of  Christmas  carols  and  other 
music  was  conducted.  On  Christmas  morning  a  six  o'clock 
service  was  held  at  the  church.  The  message  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  Escol  Sellers.  The  cheer  baskets  were  packed.  We  decided 
to  have  the  Gospel  Messenger  sent  into  all  the  homes  of  our 
members.  The  council  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  2.  It  was 
agreed  to  send  $126  to  the  Angeny  fund. — Flora  Bronson,  Phoenix- 
ville,  Pa.,  Jan.  6.  .  - 

Pottstown. — The  young  people  have  been  very  active.  They 
presented  a  missionary  play.  Possessions,  in  our  church  and  in 
two  other  Brethren  churches  in  this  vicinity.  On  young  people's 
Sunday  the  young  people  took  charge  of  the  entire  service  and 
the  president,  Russell  Weber,  brought  the  morning  message. 
Their  largest  and  finest  piece  of  work  was  the  sponsoring  of  an 
anniversary  service  in  October.  The  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening  messages  were  brought  by  Pastor  Wilbur  A.  Martin, 
Brethren  Nevin  H.  Zuck  and  Caleb  Bucher.  A  Yearbook  of  six- 
teen pages  was  presented  to  the  members  of  the  church.  The 
church  was  beautifully  decorated  with  palms,  ferns  and  twenty- 
four  large,  white  chrysanthemums,  symbols  of  twenty-four  years 
of  work.  Our  rally  day  was  a  true  rallying  of  forces  with  a  large 
attendance  in  both  Sunday  school  and  church.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Lloyd  Vanderslice,  we  had  a  beautiful  harvest  home 
service.  Our  fall  love  feast  was  well  attended,  with  Bro.  Nyce 
of  Harmonyville  officiating.  The  four  school  convention,  made 
up  of  Coventry,  Harmonyville,  Parkerford  and  Pottstown,  was 
held  in  the  Pottstown  church.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Daryl  Parker,  returned  missionaries  from  China.  Their  messages 
■were  timely,  inspirational  and  instructive.  Since  our  last  report 
four  were  baptized  and  one  restored  into  full  fellowship.  Under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Augustus  Hess,  a  junior  church  has  been 
organized.  The  children  meet  every  Sunday  evening.  The  ladies 
of  the  church  meet  faithfully  every  Wednesday  to  sew.  They 
finished  two  quilts  and  are  now  working  on  a  third,  which  will 
be  sent  to  the  Neffsville  Orphanage.  New  curtains  for  the  sepa- 
ration of  Sunday-school  classes,  towels  for  use  at  communion, 
and  new  baptismal  robes  were  made.  A  white  gift  service  was 
held  the  third  Sunday  morning  in  December.  Pastor  Wilbur  A. 
Martin  brought  the  morning  message.  Four  gifts  were  presented 
by  various  organizations  of  the  Sunday  school  for  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Parker  and  their  two  sons.    A  white  gift  offering  was  taken,  the 


returns  of  which  will  be  given  toward  the  support  of  Helen  and 
Edward  Angeny,  our  missionaries  to  China.  Our  young  people 
presented  a  Christmas  play.  The  Christmas  Child.  On  Christmas 
morning  a  group  of  over  twenty  young  people  went  caroling.  On 
New  Year's  Eve  a  watch  night  and  candlelight  service  was  held. 
From  eight  to  eleven  o'clock  games  were  played  and  refresh- 
ments were  served.  From  eleven  to  twelve  there  was  a  worship 
service  of  deep  spiritual  inspiration  to  send  us  out  into  the  new 
year. — Mrs.  Wilbur  A.  Martin,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  3. 

Roxbury. — At  a  retreat  held  at  Camp  Harmony  in  September 
fifty  of  our  workers  outlined  a  program  of  activities  for  the  win- 
ter. On  Oct.  27  we  held  our  autumn  love  feast  with  a  splendid 
attendance.  Bro.  L.  H.  Brumbaugh,  our  pastor  and  elder,  offici- 
ated. Attendance  and  interest  in  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  are  on  the 
increase.  With  the  help  of  men's  work,  the  young  people  are 
decorating  and  furnishing  one  of  the  church  rooms  which  is  to 
serve  as  a  parlor  and  a  meeting  place.  Our  father  and  son  ban- 
quet held  on  Dec.  13  was  a  profitable  social  and  spiritual  occasion. 
A  splendid  address  was  given  by  Dr.  Nicely,  pastor  of  the  First 
Lutheran  church.  A  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  smaller 
children  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22,  and  by  the  older  children  and 
young  people  in  the  evening.  Following  this  evening  Christmas 
program  our  pastor  baptized  three  new  members.  This  service, 
somewhat  different  from  the  average  baptismal  service,  was  most 
beautiful  and  impressive.  Thirty-nine  new  members  have  been 
received  into  the  fellowship  of  our  church  since  our  pastor  began 
his  labors  with  us  last  February.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  held  a 
home-coming  dinner  in  special  recognition  of  those  who  were 
vacationing  at  home  for  the  holidays.  The  messages  of  seven 
young  people  were  much  appreciated.  A  period  of  recreation 
followed  this  program  and  at  nine  o'clock  a  council  meeting  was 
held.  Our  midweek  meetings  have  an  average  attendance  of  one 
hundred;  they  are  of  a  new  type  and  seem  to  be  meeting  a  real 
need  in  a  splendid  way.  On  the  basis  of  experiment  our  church 
cabinet  made  a  few  modifications  of  the  midweek  program,  pre- 
sented it  to  the  official  board  and  then  to  the  council,  which 
decided  to  make  it  permanent.  We  are  closing  a  two  months' 
campaign  to  raise  $3,136  to  meet  an  emergency  need.  A  watch 
night  service  concluded  the  activities  of  New  Year's  Eve.  Bro. 
J.   A.  Robinson   is  holding  our  revival  from  Jan.  5  to   19. — Mrs. 

E.  C.  Mosholder,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  2. 

Shamokin. — Bro.  Ralph  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  was  with 
us  for  a  one-day  Bible  institute  on  Dec.  8.  This  was  much  appre- 
ciated. On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  our  young  people  presented  a 
Christmas  play.  The  Seeking  Wise  Man,  and  the  following  eve- 
ning they  repeated  it  at  our  County  Home.  At  the  watch  night 
meeting  a  religious  group,  the  Maurer  family,  of  the  Red  Cross 
entertained  during  the  early  part  of  the  evening  and  a  group  of 
our  people  continued  the  service  with  recitations,  vocal  numbers 
and  a  playlet,  Our  Christian  Pioneers.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  evangelistic  meetings  to  be  held  Feb.  23  to  March  9,  when 
Bro.  Petry  of  Ohio  will  be  with  us. — Desna  Weikel,  Shamokin, 
Pa.,  Jan.  8. 

Springville. — On  Sept.  22  Bro.  Milton  Taylor  of  eastern  Ohio 
delivered  a  message  at  Cocalico.  Brethren  Earl  Kurtz,  Abram 
Zuck  and  John  Ebersole,  who  officiated,  preached  helpful  sermons 
at  our  fall  love  feast.  The  Midway  chorus,  directed  by  Henry  G. 
Gottshall,  rendered  a  musical  program  at  Cocalico,  Oct.  20.  The 
student  volunteers  of  Elizabethtown  College  gave  an  interesting 
program  on  Nov.  17.  We  enjoyed  an  inspiring  and  helpful  series 
of  evangelistic  services,  conducted  by  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of 
East  Petersburg  from  Nov.  24  to  Dec.  10.  Thirteen  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  and  Bro.  A.  C. 
Baugher  of  Elizabethtown  College  conducted  a  Bible  institute 
Saturday  evening  and  Sunday,  Dec.  21  and  22.  The  Willing 
Workers'  class  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  filled  boxes,  sent  plants  and 
sang  carols  for  the  shut-ins.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  watch  night 
program.  The  council  of  Jan.  4  was  confined  to  routine  business. 
— Erla    Weinhold,    Ephrata,    Pa.,    Jan.    6. 

Three  Springs.— On  Nov.  23  and  24  Bro.  S.  C.  Godfrey,  our 
elder,  gave  very  inspiring  messages.  Bro.  R.  J.  Cocklin  was 
away  holding  evangelistic  meetings.  As  a  result  of  our  evangel- 
istic meeting  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Rittenhouse  of  Queen  Anne, 
Md.,  two  persons  were  added  to  the  church.  Bro.  Rittenhouse's 
messages  were  helpful  and  inspiring.  Special  music  was  fur- 
nished by  the  Senior  Extension  club's  double  quartet  and  by  the 

F.  F.  A.  chorus,  directed  by  Prof.  W.  C.  Koons.  Considering  the 
cold  snowy  weather  a  goodly  number  were  present.  Bro.  R.  J. 
Cocklin  presented  his  resignation  as  pastor  of  our  congregation, 
to  become  effective  whenever  a  new  pastor  can  be  secured. 
Brother  and  Sister  Cocklin  have  labored  earnestly  at  this  place 
for  the  past  four  years.  On  Dec.  22  a  Christmas  entertainment 
was  held.  The  young  people  gave  a  play,  The  Children  of  the 
Inn.  It  was  well  attended.  Brother  and  Sister  Wallace  are  can- 
vassing the  church  for  Gospel  Messenger  subscriptions. — Mrs. 
David  E.  Roth,  Joysville,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Upper  Conewago. — We  met  in  council  Oct.  5,  at  which  time 
Brethren  Glenn  Boyer  and  Titus  Sipe  were  chosen  deacons. 
They  were  installed  into  office  on  Oct.  19.  Brethren  O.  J.  Has- 
singer  and  Ollie  Hevener  were  guest  speakers  at  our  pre-love 
feast  service  on  Oct.  17  and  18.  The  messages  were  inspiring. 
Elders  Irwin  Heisey  and  C.  B.  Sollenberger  were  with  us  at  our 
love  feast  and  Elder  Heisey  officiated.  Our  congregation  and 
the  Pleasant  Hill  congregation  joined  together  and  had  several 
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studies  on  nonconformity.  These  meetings  were  climaxed  with  a 
splendid  message,  Why  I  Believe  in  the  Principle  of  Nonresist- 
ance,  from  Bro.  Hostetter,  president  of  the  Messiah  Bible  School. 
Beginning  Nov.  3  we  enjoyed  a  two  weeks'  meeting  with  Eld. 
Emra  Fike  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  as  evangelist.  The  congregation  re- 
ceived much  inspiration.  As  a  direct  result  five  were  received  by 
baptism.  On  Nov.  28  we  held  our  Thanksgiving  services  at  the 
Hampton  house.  Bro.  Clarence  Hunsberger  from  Mercersburg 
brought  the  message.  An  offering  was  received  for  world-wide 
missions.  On  Jan.  1  we  met  in  council  at  the  East  Berlin  house 
to  elect  officers  and  to  plan  the  work  for  the  coming  year.  We 
decided  to  have  three  revivals  during  the  year,  to  be  held  at  the 
following  houses:  Mummerts,  Hampton  and  Trostle.  Our  Bible 
conference  will  be  held  in  March  and  a  young  people's  meeting 
will  be  held  in  the  fall.  According  to  our  records  we  had  during 
the  year  twenty-five  baptisms,  nine  deaths,  four  certificates  of 
membership  received  and  five  granted.  Bro.  Albert  Cook  from 
Dillsburg  was  with  us  at  the  Mummert  house  on  Dec.  26  and  gave 
a  timely  message. — Bertha  E.  Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  Jan.  6. 

Virginia 

Beaver  Creek. — Our  officers  are  as  follows:  Bro.  N.  S.  Mannon, 
elder;  J.  M.  Reed,  clerk;  E.  C.  Hill,  treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hill, 
Messenger  agent;  the  writer,  correspondent.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  the  fourth  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  October,  with  Bro. 
H.  L.  Reed  officiating.  Eld.  S.  P.  Reed  preached  an  inspiring 
sermon  on  Sunday. — Mrs.  H.  W.  Spangler,  Floyd,  Va.,  Jan.  4. 

Brick. — Our  revival  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Harry  K. 
Zeller,  Jr.,  our  summer  pastor;  eight  were  baptized.  Three  of  our 
young  men.  Brethren  James  Boitnott,  Harold  Bowman  and  Mar- 
shall Flora,  were  licensed  to  the  ministry,  with  Brethren  J.  A. 
Naff  and  Frank  B.  Layman  officiating.  At  one  of  our  regular 
Sunday  morning  services  infant  babies  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Harold  Bowman  and  Brother  and  Sister  George  Leffue  were 
dedicated  to  the  Lord.  Officers  elected  for  the  year  are:  J.  B. 
Peters,  elder;  Harold  Bowman,  Sunday-school  superintendent; 
Mrs.  Parker  Leffue,  children's  director;  Mrs.  D.  H.  Wray,  presi- 
dent of  ladies'  aid;  Nellie  Boitnott,  president  of  B.  Y.  P.  D.; 
Galen  Peters,  clerk;  Henry  Sink,  treasurer.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer 
Curry,  executive  secretary  of  the  Southeastern  Region,  recently 
spoke  to  us  one  Sunday  evening  and  also  met  with  our  B.  Y  .P.  D. 
Our  Thanksgiving  Day  sermon  was  preached  by  Bro.  Harold  Bow- 
man; our  Christmas  sermon,  by  Bro.  K.  P.  Flora.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  25  the  children  presented  a  program  and  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  gave  a  play,  The  Christmas  Voice.  On  each  first  Sunday  a 
relief  offering  is  taken.  The  ladies'  aid  has  sent  two  boxes  of 
clothing  to  European  refugees. — Sylvia  Angle,  Rocky  Mount,  Va., 
Jan.  6. 


Emanuel. — Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  began  a 
two  weeks'  revival  on  Oct.  14.  He  brought  many  interesting  ser- 
mons and  stories  for  the  children.  Sister  Bowman  was  with  us 
for  several  nights  and  told  the  children  stories.  Ten  were  bap- 
tized and  one  was  received  by  letter.  We  feel  that  it  was  a  very 
successful  meeting.  Our  aid  society  met  in  December  for  the 
election  of  new  officers.  Only  a  few  of  the  officers  were  changed. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  securing  a  pastor  in  the  Sangerville 
congregation  the  first  of  the  year. — Vallie  M.  Kiracofe,  Bridge- 
water,   Va.,   Jan.   2. 

Roanoke,  First. — We  held  our  fall  communion  service  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  October  with  a  good  attendance.  More  than  a 
hundred  fathers  and  sons  gathered  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  19. 
We  had  early  morning  service  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  at  which 
time  an  offering  of  more  than  $300  was  lifted  to  apply  on  our 
church  building  fund.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held  in 
homes  preceding  our  revival  services  from  Nov.  24  to  Dec.  8. 
Bro.  Harper  S.  Will's  convincing  and  inspiring  sermons  greatly 
strengthened  our  membership.  Fifteen  were  baptized  and  four 
came  by  letter.  On  Dec.  11  a  reception  was  held  for  new  mem- 
bers who  came  into  our  church  family.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry, 
our  regional  field  director,  and  Bro.  Cecil  Showalter  were  guest 
speakers  in  November.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  to  the  church 
a  beautiful  bulletin  board  for  the  church  lawn.  An  appropriate 
dedication  service  was  held  on  Dec.  15,  at  which  time  the  chair- 
man of  the  property  committee  accepted  it  as  church  property. 
On  Dec.  22  we  had  our  annual  white  gift  service.  In  the  evening 
the  adult  choir  presented  a  cantata,  Hail  Messiah!  The  Shep- 
herd's Staff,  a  Christmas  pageant,  was  presented  on  Dec.  15  by 
a  cast  of  twenty-seven  young  people.  They  were  assisted  by  the 
intermediate  and  junior  choirs  of  the  church.  Christmas  parties 
were  held  for  each  department  of  our  Sunday  school  the  week 
preceding  Christmas.  Since  our  last  report  we  have  lost  four 
members  by  death,  and  letters  have  been  granted  to  four. — 
Maude  Cundiff,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Jan.  6. 

West  Virginia 

North  Mill  Creek. — During  the  summer  revival  meetings  were 
held  at  Brake,  Rough  Run  and  Bethel.  During  these  services 
fifteen  were  baptized.  A  Thanksgiving  program  was  held  at 
Bethel,  consisting  of  poems,  readings  and  a  talk  by  H.  F.  Groves, 
former  superintendent  of  schools  for  Grant  County.  An  offer- 
ing for  home  missions  was  received  on  this  occasion.  On  Dec.  22 
a  play.  The  Christmas  Image,  under  the  direction  of  Andra  Sites, 
was  presented  to  a  large  audience.  The  offering  received  at  the 
meeting  was  for  world-wide  missions. — Gracie  A.  Shreve,  Pet- 
ersburg, W.  Va.,  Jan.  3. 


EA/TER  1/  APRIL  13 

Remember  your  friends  with  a  Greeting 

Post  Cards — Beautifully  and  appropriately  colored.  Two  series.  One  series  has  suitable 
sentiment  and  scripture  verse.  Other  series  has  scripture  verse  only.  Both  have  space 
for  personal  message.  Five  designs  in  each  series — per  dozen,  10  cents;  four  dozen,  35 
cents. 

Folders — White  card  folded  to  2%  x  3%.  Colored  front,  scripture  verse  on  inside.  One  cent 
each  or  1 0  cents  a  dozen. 

Folders — Four  styles,  approximate  size  378  square  and  33/s  x  4V2,  double  folded  heavy  pa- 
per. Some  colored,  some  white,  beautifully  lithographed  and  embossed  designs,  some 
with  cross,  some  Easter  lilies  with  Easter  message  and  scripture  verse,  with  envelopes, 
25  cents  a  dozen,  assorted  or  all  alike. 

Folders — Boxed.  12  assorted  folders,  with  or  without  scripture  text.  Lovely  designs  on 
fine  paper  stock,  single  boxes,  special,  25  cents  per  box  or  $2.50  per  dozen  boxes. 

Crosses,  Easter — Two  styles,  one  colored  predominately  blue  flowers  and  the  other  pre- 
dominately pink  flowers,  scripture  verse,  size  approximately  2  13/16  x  4  inches,  5 
cents  per  dozen,  cash  with  order. 

To  avoid  unnecessary  bookkeeping  expenses,  on  all  orders  for  less 
than  $1.00,  please  send  cash  with  order.     Limited  stock,  so  order  today. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  111. 
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PRE-INVENTCRy  SALE 

Of  BOCKS  or  BRETHREN  AUTHORS 


Worth-while  books  should  be  in  your  Library.    Three  groups  of  books. 
Note  the  wonderful  savings  in  each  group. 


Group  1 — Books  previously  sold  up  to  $1.50 

Group   2 — Books  previously  sold  up  to   75 

each,   then  reduced  to  60  cents  or  2  for 

cents,  then  reduced  to  25  cents  each,  now 

$1.00,   now  further  reduced  to  any  three 

any  three  for  50  cents. 

for  $1.00. 

Biography  and  Writings  of  James  Neff — 

The  Boy  and  the  Man — J.  H.  Moore 

Florence  Neff 
Early  Days  in  Vyara — A.  W.  Ross 

The  Conquest  of  Peace — H.  A.  Brandt 

The  Lord  Our  Righteousness — S.  N.  Mc- 

Conquest  for  God — Minor  C.  Miller 

Cann 
The  Beatitudes — S.  N.  McCann 

David's  Children — Bess  Bates 

The    Olive    Branch    of    Peace — Daniel 

Happy  Hours  in  the  Big  Outdoors — N.  J. 

Hays    and    S.    F.    Sanger,    Associate 
Editors 

Miller 

Primary  Folk  at  Mission   Study — Viola 

Heroic  Lives — Minor  C.  Miller 

Eisenbise 
Some  Who  Led — D.  L.  Miller  and  Galen 

Life  of  R.  H.  Miller— Otho  Winger 

B.  Royer 

Practical  Sermons — I.  J.  Rosenberger 

Sunflower  Stories — Olive  A.  Smith 
The  Great  First-Work  of  the  Church- 

Some  Brethren  Pathfinders — J.  H.  Moore 

Missions — Wilbur  B.  Stover 
The  Daily  Vacation  Church  School — C. 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Elder  James  Quin- 

S.  Ikenberry 

ter — Mary  N.  Quinter 

Junior  Folks  at  Mission  Study — China 

Group  3 — Previously  sold  up  to  35  cents  each,  then  reduced  to  10  cents  each,  now  any  four 
for  25  cents. 

Bible  Biographies  for  the  Young — Galen  B.  Royer 

The   Boy   Who   Would  Be  King — Elizabeth  D.  Rosenberger 

Charlie  Newcomer — Wilbur  Stover 

Lost  Brothers  of  the  Alleghanies — James  A.  Sell 

Graded  Memory  Selections 

The  Praying  Tree — Brandt-Hoff 

Please  send  cash  with  order.     Some  items,  stock  limited.    So  order  today. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  111. 
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To  Defeat  Hitler  (E.  F.)   3 

The  Law  Will  Last  (E.  F.)  3 

The  Improved  Messenger  Club  Plan  (H.  A.  B.) 3 

Stories  of  Our  Brethren  (J.  E.  M.) 4 

Kingdom  Gleanings    16,    17 

The  General  Forum 

Inasmuch  (Verse).    By  Ora  W.  Garber 5 

The  Need  for  Private  Worship.    By  Barbara  Roller 5 

For  a  Secretary  of  Peace.    By  Thurl  Metzger 6 

If  the  Nazis  Should  Get  Us.    By  Paul  Mohler 7 

The  Improvement  of  Choir  Music.    By  Paul  Halladay 8 

Home  and  Family 

Shut  In  (Verse).    Selected  by  Allie  Eisenbise 10 

Toward  an  Understanding  of  Loneliness.    By  Perry  L.  Rohrer  .  .  10 

A  Christian  Family  in  the  Bazaar.    By  William  R.  Bhagat 10 

Chinese  Banquet.    By  Mrs.  Perry  Williams 11 

A  Cross  Bearer  (Verse).    By  Anna  Thomas  Edmonson 11 

Our  Mission  Work 

Edna  R.  Flory,  R.  N.     By  Minnie  F.  Bright,  Mary  Schaeffer, 

Nettie  Senger  and  Marie  Brubaker  12 

Missionary  Society  Program  for  February.  By  Esther  E.  Beahm  13 
What  to  Pray  For 13 

The  Church  at  Work 

Thoughts  of  God;  Candlelight  Installation  Service;  Mid- 
dle Iowa  Sectional  Conferences  of  Men's  Work;  A 
Revival  of  Music;  The  Marks  of  a  Christian;  Youth 
Materials— New  and  Old 14,   15,   18 


Left  to  right:  Bro.  Uriah  Fasnacht,  78 
years  of  age,  lives  near  Quarryville, 
Pa.  He  and  his  wife,  Sister  Miriam, 
have  been  married  for  55  years.  He 
has  been  a  minister  in  the  Mechanic 
Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  Bro.  William  Fasnacht,  81  years 
of  age,  lives  in  Brookville,  Ohio.  Bro. 
Henry  Fasnacht  of  Sebring,  Fla.,  is  83 
years  of  age.  These  three  brothers  ac- 
cepted Christ  and  were  baptized  by  the 
late  Eld.  George  Bucher  64  years  ago. 
This  picture  was  taken  last  winter 
when  the  three  brothers  were  together 
in  Sebring,  Fla.— Martha  A.  Bucher, 
Quarryville,  Pa. 
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100%  Gospel 
Messenger  Clubs 

giving    the    name   of   the   congregation,    the   pastor  and   the 
Messenger  agent. 

California,  Northern 

Bakersfield,  C.  Earl  Fisher,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Hylton. 
Live  Oak,  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  Mrs.  Dale  Ferris. 
McFarland,  John  I.  Coffman,  Mrs.  Wilma  Root. 

California,  Southern,  and  Arizona 

Glendale,  B.  F.  Waas,  Emma  F.  Sine. 

Hermosa  Beach,  Galen  K.  Walker,  Joseph  F.  Stephens. 

Inglewood.  John  W.  Deeter,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dull. 

Long  Beach.   S.  L.   Barnhart.   Mary  Rummonds. 

San   Bernardino,  Royal  D.   Glick,   Geo.   R.   Browning. 

Colorado 

Fruita,  Marion  M.  Stern,  Josephine  Ulrich. 

Florida 

Sebring,   McKinley    Coffman,   Sadie   G.   Pletcher. 

Idaho   and   Western  Montana 

Emmett,  S.  F.  Niswander,  D.  J.  Wampler. 
Fruitland,    Walter   S.    Coffman,    Reina    Jenks. 
Moscow,  A.  R.  Fike,  Mrs.  Hirma  Lyons. 
Nampa,  M.  S.  Frantz,  Roy  S.  Parker. 

Illinois,   Northern,   and   Wisconsin 

Batavia,   David  R.  Landis,  David  R.   Landis. 
Bethel,   S.   Earl  Mitchell,   Richard  Biddle. 
Dixon,  Wm.  E.  Thompson,  W.  E.   Thompson. 
Elgin,  J.  Clyde  Forney,  Thomas  Dolby. 
Franklin  Grove,  S.  L.   Cover,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Martin. 
Freeport,  Clarence  B.  Fike,  Thomas  I.  Stees. 
Lena,  J.  F.  Burton,  Mrs.  Blanche  Masters. 
Milledgeville,  Paul  E.  Miller,  Preston  Kreider. 
Yellow  Creek,  Galen  G.  Gerdes,  Mrs.  Mae  Hecker. 

Illinois,    Southern 

Astoria,  Lester  E.  Fike,  Robert  Ames. 

Decatur,  John  B.  Wieand,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Arnold. 

Allison  Prairie,  Dolar  C.  Ritchey,  Mrs.   Viola  Frye. 

Lamotte  Prairie,  Dolar   C.   Ritchey,   Mildred  Walton. 

Okaw,   Geo.   W.   Miller,    Etta   M.   Arnold. 

Walnut  Grove,  Oliver  Dearing,  Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing. 

Indiana,  Middle 

Cart   Creek,   Ralph   Hoffman,   Ruth   Winger. 
Manchester,  H.  L.  Hartsough,  D.  C.  Reber. 
Pipe  Creek,  T.  A.  Shively,  Miss  Arvilla  Wissinger. 
Pleasant  Dale,  Russell  H.  Weller,  Victoria  Stoneburner. 
Sugar  Creek,  Leo  H.  Miller,  Mrs.  Robert  Arnett. 
West  Manchester,  T.  G.  Weaver,  S.  L.  Young. 

Indiana,    Northern 

Auburn,  Mrs.  Goldie  Killion,  Mary  I.  Hanson. 
Elkhart  City,  G.  W.  Phillips,  Gerald  Miller. 
Elkhart  Valley,  Geo.  Stull,  Mrs.  Roy  Bowser. 
Middlebury,  Ira  E.  Long,  Cyrus  Steele. 
North  Liberty,  Ervin  Weaver,  Anna  E.  Steele. 
New  Salem,   Howard  J.  Kreider,   Grace  Ulrey. 
Pleasant  Hill,  Chas.  O.  Gump,  Zella  M.  Green. 
South  Bend,  First,   H.   F.  Richards,   H.   F.  Richards. 
Wakarusa,  Lee  R.  Cory,  Mrs.  H.  O.  Metzler. 
Yellow  Creek,  S.  E.  Miller,  Mrs.  Bessie  Burns. 

Indiana,    Southern 

Fairview,  John  W.  Root,  Anna  E.  Wagoner. 

Nettle   Creek,   O.   D.   Werking,   Mrs.   O.   D.   Werking. 

Upper  Fall  Creek,  C.  H.   Hoover,  Mrs.  Phoebe  E.  Good. 

Iowa,  Middle 

Cedar,  U.  J.  Fike,  Mrs.  Frank  Fisher. 

Dallas   Center,  D.   D.   Fleishman,   E.  E.  Royer. 

Iowa  River,  J.  A.  Eby,   Harl  Russell. 

Prairie   City,   B.   F.    Buckingham,   Mrs.   Leo  L.   Brubaker. 

Iowa,  Northern.  Minnesota  and   South  Dakota 

Guthrie.  Harold  Duncanson,  Mrs.  Frank  K.  Allen. 
S.   Waterloo,   W.    H.   Yoder,   Mrs.    Harvey   Hoffman. 
Worthington,  Joshua  Schechter,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Hauenstein. 

Iowa,  Southern 

Libertyville,  Glenn  Carr,  W.  N.   Glotfelty. 
Kansas,  Northeastern 

Appanoose,  J.  M.  Ward,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward. 
Morrill,   W.   A.   Kinzie,   Owen   Kimmel. 
Olathe,  L.   A.  Whitaker,   L.   A.   Whitaker. 
Wade   Branch,    W.    B.    DeVilbiss,   R.    W.    Myers. 
Washington,  Edward  M.   Steward,  Martin  D.   Gauby. 

Kansas,   Northwestern 

Belleville,  F.  A.  Wagner,  Clyde  Seitz. 

Kansas,   Southeastern 
Parsons,  Lawrence  E.  Lehman,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Campbell. 

Kansas,   Southwestern 
Conway  Springs,  Paul  E.  Thompson,  Amos  O.  Brubaker. 
Monitor,   W.   W.   Gish,   W.   W.   Gish. 
Prairie   View,   J.   E.    Crist,   Minnie    Dague. 

Maryland,    Eastern 
Piney  Creek,  Chas.  A.  Stover,  Mrs.  Virgie  Bowers. 
Pipe  Creek,  John  J.  John,   Guy  S.   Formwalt. 
Pipe  Creek  (Union  Bridge),  John  J.  John,  Mrs.  Paul  Bowman 
Thurmont,  Ray  Kurtz,  Mrs.   Dixie  Dern. 


Michigan 

Beaverton,  Perry  R.  Hoover,  Elden  Witkovsky. 

Flint,  A.  E.  Taylor,  A.  E.  Taylor. 

New  Haven,   J.  F.   Sherrick,  Mrs.   Elizabeth   Chambers. 

Onekama,  J.  Edson  Ulery,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Joseph. 

Thornapple,  R.  J.  McRoberts,  Mrs.  R.  J.  McRoberts. 

Missouri,  Southern,  and  Arkansas 

Greenwood,  R.  L.   Gass,   Chester  Earhart. 
Springdale,   Leander   Smith,   Mrs.   W.   R.   Brubaker. 
Carthage,  W.  R.  Argabright,  Rachel  Lowrey. 

Missouri,  Middle 
Adrian,   O.   W.   Wagner,   Ira   Witmore. 

Missouri,  Northern 
Shelby  County,  J.  W.  Gish,  Mrs.  Leonard  H.  Miles. 

North   Dakota   and   Eastern  Montana 
Carrington,  W.  I.  Brower,  Mrs.  Walter  McKee. 
Poplar  Valley,  Mark  Emswiler,  Mrs.  W.   Glenn  Swank. 

Ohio,   Northeastern 

Danville,   Daniel   M.   Brumbaugh,    Harry   Workman. 
Mansfield,  Roland  L.   Showalter,  Roland  L.   Showalter. 

Ohio,   Northwestern 
Bellefontaine,  D.   O.   Cottrell,   D.   O.   Cottrell. 
Silver  Creek,  H.  P.  Garner,  H.  P.  Garner. 

Ohio,  Southern 

Castine,  Glenn  C.  Rust,  Mary  Esther  Fasnacht. 
Donnels  Creek,  R.  F.  Flory,  Roy  Barnhart. 
Eversole,  John  A.  Root,  Perry  H.  Diehl. 
Harris  Creek,  Theo.  R.  Eley,   Catherine  Hoover. 
Georgetown,  S.  A.  Blessing,  Mrs.  Emma   Heisey. 
Lower  Stillwater,   Ira  A.   Oren,   Effie  Rike. 
Painter  Creek,  Roy  Honeyman,  Levi  Minnich. 
Pitsburg,   Oliver   Royer,   Dora  Binkley. 
Prices  Creek,  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  Mrs.  Paul  Getz. 
Troy,  Chas.  L.  Flory,  Mrs.  Obed  Hovatter. 
West  Alexandria,  J.  G.  Groff,  May  Glander. 

Oregon 

Albany,  J.  S.   Culp,  Mrs.   Mae  Tigner. 

Grants  Pass,  C.  Noble  Stutsman,  J.  O.  Harlacher. 

Mabel,  H.   H.  Ritter,  H.   H.  Ritter. 

Pennsylvania,    Eastern 

Akron,  David  H.  Snader,  Paul  Dohner. 

Chiques,  S.  S.  Eshelman,  Geo.  W.   Geib. 

Elizabethtown,  M.  Clyde  Horst,  A.  S.  Hollinger. 

Lititz,  James  M.   Moore,  Landes  Stehman. 

Mingo,  J.  N.  Cassel,  Carrie  K.  Hoffman. 

Mechanic  Grove,  Rufus  P.  Bucher,  C.  Y.  Stauffer. 

Midway,  S.  K.  Wenger,  Mrs.  John  H.  Shearer. 

Palmyra,   F.   S.   Carper,  Kate   H.   Zug. 

Ridgely,   Joseph  Rittenhouse,  Mrs.   Clifton  G.  Grouse. 

Springville,  J.  L.  Myer,  Sarah  Bollinger. 

West   Greentree,   S.   S.   Shearer,   S.   R.   McDannel. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle 

Clover  Creek,  Samuel  C.   Weyant,  Mrs.   J.   H.  Fornwalt. 
Cherry  Lane,  C.  O.  Beery,  Mrs.  Lena  Sollenberger. 
Altoona,  Twenty-eighth  St.,  Glen  E.  Norris,  Martha  Mentzer. 
Woodbury,  Joseph  H.  Clapper,  J.  S.  Frederick. 
Curryville,   Joseph   H.   Clapper,  E.   H.   Wyles. 
Martinsburg,  A.  R.  Coffman,  Mrs.  Margaret  Rhodes. 

Pennsylvania,  S.  E.,  New  Jersey,  and  E.  New  York 

Parkerford,    Clayton   H.    Gehman,    Mrs.   George   Allen. 
Royersford,  Caleb  W.  Bucher,  Miss  Elmira  Price. 

Pennsylvania,   Southern 

Lost  Creek,  J.  A.  Buffenmyer,  J.  A.  Buffenmyer. 
Ridge,  Robert  L.   Cocklin,   Helen  Booz. 

Pennsylvania,  Western 

Brothersvalley,    Pike,    H.    Q.    Rhodes,    Mrs.    C.    R.    Bauermaster. 

Fairview-Sculton,  A.   J.   Beeghly,  Mrs.  Ross  Brougher. 

Geiger,   H.   Q.   Rhodes,   Mrs.   Earl   C.   Moon. 

Middle  Creek,  Walter  F.  Berkebile,  Harold  Knepper. 

Scalp  Level,  G.  E.   Yoder,  Ethel  Hoffman. 

Plum  Creek,  J.  H.  Wimmer,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jamieson. 

Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas,  and  New  Mexico 

Guthrie,   Bertha   Boggs,   Mrs.   Ellen   Lehman. 
Pampa,  Russell  G.  West,   Mrs.  W.  M.  Hubbard. 

Tennessee 

Walnut   Grove,   J.   F.   Lewis,   S.   E.   Lewis. 

Texas   and   Louisiana 
Roanoke,  J.  F.  Hoke,  R.  M.  Harris. 

Virginia,   First 

Bethany,  Edgar  S.  Martin,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Forbes. 
Cloverdale,   M.   G.   Wilson,  Mr.   R.   Harold  Layman. 
Oak  Grove,  C.  E.  Eller,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spangler. 
Peters  Creek,  Robert  L.   Strickler,  C.  P.  Brogan. 
Pleasant   View,   Edgar   S.   Martin,   Mrs.   P.   B.   Davis. 

Virginia,  Northern 

Mill  Creek,  Homer  J.  Miller,  C.  L.  Wampler. 

Virginia,  Second 
Beaver   Creek,   E.   S.    Coffman,   DeRoy  Miller. 
Lebanon,  B.  W.  Huff,  Mrs.  Tracy  D.  Wine. 
Moscow,  O.  S.  Miller,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Sheetz. 

Virginia,  Southern 
Laurel  Branch,  L.  D.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Gilbert  Hylton. 
Mt.    Hermon,   S.   H.   Flora,   Mrs.   P.   E.   Bowman. 
St.  Paul,  W.  M.  Leftwick,  W.  M.  Leftwick. 
Topeco,   A.   N.   Hylton,   Mrs.   C.   C.   Reed. 
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EDITORIAL 


To  Defeat  Hitler 

The  Town  Meeting  discussion  last  night  was 
spirited  and  interesting  but  not  very  enlightening. 
The  real  issue  was  not  squarely  faced.  Whether 
the  defeat  of  Hitler  is  essential  to  America  de- 
pends on  the  cost.  If  that  cost  is  a  thirty  years' 
war  involving  our  own  economic  chaos  and  the 
loss  of  our  democracy  for  a  hundred  years,  that  is 
a  consideration  not  to  be  lightly  regarded. 

There  is  another  factor  in  the  problem  of  some 
importance.  What  is  meant  by  the  defeat  of  Hit- 
ler, the  military  overthrow  of  the  man  and  his 
crowd,  or  the  removal  of  his  ideas  of  government 
from  threatened  world  control?  If  the  latter,  you 
will  be  obliged  to  consider  how  that  sort  of  thing 
can  be  done.  Military  might  can  be  very  terrible 
but  it  has  its  limitations.  For  some  useful  ends 
education  is  more  effective. 

There  is  the  casting  down  of  imaginations,  for 
instance,  and  the  problem  of  getting  thoughts  to 
going  in  the  right  direction.  Tanks  are  not  very 
good  for  this.  Defeat  of  Hitler  is  a  phrase  that 
needs  careful  definition. 

To  realize  a  profit  in  any  transaction  the  gain 
must  be  more  than  the  loss.  In  the  proposal  be- 
fore us  we  would  recommend  a  close  study  of 
both.  E.  F. 

The  Law  Will  Last 

Have  some  of  those  government  men  at  Wash- 
ington been  going  to  Sunday  school  of  late? 
Where  did  they  so  suddenly  get  the  idea  that 
somebody  sometime  would  have  to  pay  for  all 
this  terrific  spending?  How  did  the  word  get 
round  to  them  that  wild  oats  must  be  harvested, 
that  chickens  come  home  to  roost  and  that  a  lot 
of  other  old-fashioned  gospel  recently  and  cur- 
rently despised  is  really  true? 

"Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked;  for  what- 


soever a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
That  divine  law  may  be  trampled  on  but  never 
without  disaster  to  the  trampler,  soon  or  late.  In 
the  insanity  of  our  times,  that  is  one  thing  you  can 
bank  on.  Better  hold  fast  to  it.  When  the  world 
comes  to  its  senses  it  will  be  good  to  be  of  those 
who  knew  it  was  true  all  the  time.  e.  f. 

The  Improved  Messenger  Club  Plan 

In  the  fall  of  1934,  after  considerable  discussion 
at  board  meetings,  and  yet  some  misgivings  as  to 
the  probable  response,  it  was  decided  to  offer  the 
Gospel  Messenger  at  a  special  club  rate.  Single 
subscriptions  remained  at  two  dollars  per  year, 
but  "where  congregations  secure  enough  subscrip- 
tions to  equal  75%  of  the  resident  families  repre- 
sented in  the  membership,  a  special  rate  of  $1.25 
per  year  per  subscription,  cash  with  order,  no 
commission,  is  authorized." 

The  response  to  this  plan  was  most  enthusiastic. 
The  first  year  343  75%  clubs  were  formed.  One  of 
the  very  first  congregations  to  respond  was  the 
Monitor  church  near  McPherson,  Kans.  The  agent 
wrote:  "It  was  decided  to  send  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger into  every  Brethren  home  in  our  congre- 
gation, the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  included  in  the 
budget  for  1935."  We  know  now  that  Monitor  had 
the  first  hundred  per  cent  club  and  was  the  first 
to  use  the  simple  and  economical  way  of  handling 
church  paper  subscriptions  by  including  the  cost  in 
the  budget. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  added  as  a  part  of  the 
record  that  the  75%  clubs  increased  in  number 
year  by  year  as  follows:  1935—343,  1936—445, 
1937—470,  1938—539,  1939—540,  1940—560.  Mean- 
while the  subscription  list  had  increased  to  23,000, 
or  double  what  it  was  at  the  low  point  in  1934. 
However,  those  who  were  giving  the  matter 
thought    realized    that    there    were    many    more 
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Brethren  homes  where  the  church  paper  should 
be  a  familiar  and  welcome  visitor. 

After  considerable  study  the  board  authorized 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Improved  Gospel  Mes- 
senger Club  Plan.  Briefly  stated,  the  terms  of  the 
improved  plan  are  as  follows:  "To  subscribers  in 
congregations  where  100%  of  the  resident  family 
units  receive  the  Gospel  Messenger  the  rate  will 
be  $1.00  per  year,  cash  with  order.  Also  we  will 
send  10%  of  the  number  of  these  subscriptions 
free  to  nonmember  homes  in  that  community. 
Names  for  these  subscriptions  are  to  be  included 
when  the  regular  list  is  sent."  As  noted  in  last 
week's  paper,  the  improved  club  plan  is  being 
received  with  great  enthusiasm  in  many  congre- 
gations. Up  to  Jan.  22  there  were  154  100%  clubs 
and  more  than  3,500  new  subscribers.  Thus  the 
economy,  simplicity  and  worth  of  the  plan  are 
appealing  to  many. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  explained  that  the  $2.00 
rate  for  single  subscriptions  and  the  75%  club  plan 
are  still  in  force.  What  we  now  have  is  a  three 
stage  pricing  that  corresponds  with  cost  at  three 
typical  levels.  That  is,  when  subscriptions  come 
in  on  the  casual  single  basis  $2.00  is  the  very  mini- 
mum that  should  be  charged.  However,  what  a 
different  situation  when  75%  of  the  resident  fam- 
ilies in  a  congregation  subscribe!  At  this  level 
of  response  there  are  savings  in  overhead  and 
economies  in  manufacturing  which  make  $1.25 
nearer  the  approximate  cost  per  subscriber.  Fin- 
ally, if  the  improved  or  100%  club  plan  is  used  yet 
further  economies  can  be  realized  and  cost  to  the 
subscriber  can  perhaps  be  held  to  $1.00  per  annum. 
Thus  these  three  prices  correspond  to  the  degree 
of  co-operation  your  congregation  is  willing  to 
give  in  support  of  the  publication  of  our  church 
paper. 

Without  special  thought  as  to  the  timeliness,  it 
has  worked  out  that  the  Improved  Gospel  Mes- 
senger Club  Plan  is  being  offered  the  very  year 
we  are  to  celebrate  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  Gospel  Visitor.  It  was  ninety 
years  ago  that  Elder  Henry  Kurtz  saw  "popular 
errors  and  the  most  ingenious  counterfeits  of 
truth  .  .  .  brought  to  our  very  doors."  It  was 
ninety  years  ago  that  he  felt  we  should  "use 
every  means  in  our  power  to  counteract  the  evil 
tendencies  of  our  time."  His  studied  answer  to 
the  special  need  of  his  day  was  the  founding  of  a 
church  paper,  the  Gospel  Visitor  of  1851.  And 
today  we  can  honor  his  righteous  concern  by 
making  the  utmost  use  of  the  church  publication 
descended  from  the  paper  which  he  founded. 

H.  A.  B. 


Stories  of  Our  Brethren 

"Why  Don't  Others  Talk  That  Way  to  Us?" 

Ever  meet  the  boys  who  spend  their  summer 
vacation  soliciting  magazine  subscriptions,  thus 
helping  themselves  through  school?  Of  course 
you  did;  they  go  everywhere  and  appeal  to  every 
woman,  especially  to  those  who  have  sons  of  their 
own.  Most  of  these  solicitors  are  genuine,  though 
here  as  elsewhere  the  chiseler  muscles  in  to  the 
detriment  of  the  honorable  solicitor,  quite  worthy 
of  your  patronage. 

One  good  sister  tried  to  help  one  such  canvasser 
only  to  find  that  he  was  a  fake  and  her  money 
was  gone.  That  put  her  on  guard  for  the  future. 
She  had  a  pleasant  half  hour  with  one  of  these 
college  boys  who  was  planning  to  enter  the  medi- 
cal profession  and  was  largely  on  his  own  re- 
sources. After  he  had  told  his  story  she  related 
her  experience  with  the  man  who  took  her  money 
but  sent  no  magazines.  She  assured  him,  how- 
ever, that  she  believed  most  of  these  boys  were 
true  and  she  was  glad  to  help  them  on  their  way 
as  she  had  had  considerable  experience  with  col- 
l3ge  boys  and  girls.  She  encouraged  him  in  his 
ambition  to  be  a  doctor,  telling  him  of  the  fine  op- 
portunities that  come  to  the  physician  who  enters 
the  profession  to  help  others  rather  than  to  make 
money. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  she  discovered 
that  the  lad  had  fine  ideals,  but  had  formed  some 
habits  that,  in  her  way  of  looking  at  it,  would  not 
help  him  get  on  in  life.  She  spoke  of  these  habits, 
encouraged  him  to  drop  them  and  form  others  that 
she  was  sure  would  prove  helpful  instead  of  detri- 
mental. Nor  did  she  fail  to  appeal  to  him  be- 
cause of  his  mother,  and  because  of  the  other  boys 
with  whom  he  was  associating  daily.  Somehow 
her  words  gripped  him  and  touched  a  tender 
chord  in  his  heart.  About  to  leave  her,  he  thanked 
her  for  her  time,  her  encouragement,  her  sub- 
scriptions and  her  good  advice.  His  last  words 
were: 

"Why  do  you  talk  to  me  as  you  do?  Why  don't 
others  talk  that  way  to  us  when  we  are  out  and 
away  from  home?" 

"I  am  interested  in  boys.  I  want  to  see  them 
do  well,  amount  to  something.  Boys  are  our  men 
of  the  next  generation  now  in  the  making.  We 
cannot  have  good  men  unless  we  first  have  good 
boys." 

No,  you  need  not  buy  from  every  caller,  but  ev- 
ery caller  is  your  opportunity  to  say  or  do  some- 
thing that  will  make  the  day  more  pleasant  and 
life  more  easy  for  those  who  ring  your  doorbell. 

J.  E.  M. 
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THE     GENERAL     FORUM 


Inasmuch 

BY  ORA  W.   GARBER 

Abroad  stark  tragedy  and  horror  reign; 
The  light  of  hope  is  flickering  and  dim. 
In  giving  aid  we  serve  the  Christ  who  taught 
Men,  saying,  "Inasmuch  as  unto  him 
Who  of  my  brethren  may  the  humblest  be 
You've  done  it,  you  have  done  it  unto  me." 

To  us  gaunt,  eager,  pleading  hands  reach  out 
That  our  abundance  we  with  them  may  share. 
As  food  into  these  starving  hands  we  press, 
And  thus  a  portion  of  their  burden  bear, 
We  give  it  unto  him  who  one  time  said, 
"I  was  an  hungered  and  you  gave  me  bread." 

In  prison  camps  some  of  our  fellow  men 
Are  languishing,  subdued  by  force  and  fear. 
As  to  these  prisoners  our  help  we  give, 
Instilling  in  them  courage,  hope  and  cheer, 
We  minister  to  Christ,  because,  said  he, 
"'I  was  in  prison  and  you  came  to  me." 

In  sections  of  these  bleeding,  war-torn  lands 
Are  throngs  of  homesick,  suffering  refugees. 
The  words  of  One  who  also  had  no  home 
We  hear  again  as  aid  we  give  to  these 
Unfortunates,  cut  off  from  home  and  kin: 
"'I  was  a  stranger  and  you  took  me  in." 

Christ  has  no  need  save  those  of  humankind, 

But  every  human  need  he  fully  shares. 

He's  one  with  every  heavy,  broken  heart; 

He's  part  of  all  men's  sorrows,  tears  and  cares. 

Then  share  with  them  wherever  they  may  be. 

"What  you  have  done  to  them  you've  done  to  me. 

Elgin,  III. 


The  Need  for  Private  Worship 

BY  BARBARA  ROLLER 
A  talk  given  at  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Round  Table  in  Northern  Virginia 

"When  thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet,  and 
when  thou  hast  shut  the  door,  pray  to  thy  Father 
which  is  in  secret."  With  these  words  Jesus  ad- 
monished his  disciples  and  thus  gave  to  us  our 
first  need  for  private  worship.  Christ  often  went 
apart  to  pray,  and  if  he  in  his  perfection  needed  to 
spend  so  much  time  on  the  mountains  and  among 
the  trees  in  worship,  how  much  more  ought  we 
who  are  weak  and  imperfect  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple? 

The  solitary  worshiper  can  gather  strength,  so 
that  presently  he  shall  be  able  to  withstand  temp- 
tations, to  overcome  evil  with  good,  and  to  impart 
courage  to  others.  Every  individual  is  different. 
His  personal  desires,  ambitions  and  attitudes  must 
be  brought  to  the  God  who  knows  him  personally. 
God  sent  us  into  the  world  that  he  might  express 
himself  through  us,  and  if  we  are  to  bring  that 


message  to  others  we  cannot  fail  to  secure  per- 
sonal contact  with  God. 

There  is  always  the  need  for  quiet  thinking. 
Youth,  today,  as  well  as  adults,  are  constantly  in 
a  rush  and  meditation  is  an  experience  known  to 
only  a  few.  This  makes  it  none  the  less  needful. 
Youth  finds  many  questions  arising  that  demand 
personal  answers.  Why  was  I  born?  What  is 
God's  thought  of  me?  What  should  I  do  in  the 
world?  These  and  a  thousand  further  questions 
crowd  in  upon  the  young  person's  meditative 
mind.  If  the  mind  is  prayerful,  such  questions 
will  be  looked  at  with  God  in  view,  and  the  an- 
swers are  found  by  studying  God's  Word,  by  di- 
rect communion  with  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  by 
going  out  into  willing  service. 

The  physical  world  about  us  is  constantly  clam- 
oring for  entrance  to  our  souls.  Only  through  the 
practice  of  private  prayer  can  we  keep  attuned  to 
the  reality  that  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are 
eternal. 

"Whatever  group  worship  may  mean,  private 
worship  means  knitting  the  heart  to  God's  heart," 
says  Verkuyl  in  his  book  on  Adolescent  Worship. 
When  we  lift  our  hearts  in  worship  to  the  Father, 
his  life  streams  into  us.  The  period  of  meditation 
is  our  opportunity  for  receiving  God's  inflow  of 
life.  At  such  a  time  we  can  tell  God  everything — 
our  plans,  our  interests,  our  mistakes. 

Do  you  have  trouble  in  controlling  your 
powers?  Are  you  ever  nervous  or  "jumpy"?  Are 
you  out  of  harmony  with  yourself?  If  so,  you 
need  God's  love  to  tune  your  heart  to  the  sense  of 
unity.  There  will  be  fewer  nervous  breakdowns 
when  private  worship  becomes  our  healing  balm. 

Are  you  intimate  with  God?  How  many  things 
do  you  need  to  talk  over  with  him  alone  that  can- 
not be  mentioned  in  the  group?  Personal  dis- 
appointments, aspirations,  weaknesses,  and 
thanksgivings  might  be  the  subjects  of  your 
prayers.  Equally  private,  too,  are  some  of  your 
prayers  for  others — somebody  whose  behavior 
has  disappointed  you,  or  someone  who  is  slipping 
into  bad  habits.  Here  is  a  great  need  for  private 
petitions. 

If  you  were  asked,  "What  is  the  greatest  thing 
a  person  can  do?"  you  would  probably  find  it  a 
difficult  question  to  answer.  No  doubt  you  are 
anxious  to  do  the  greatest  thing  that  you  can.  In 
fact,  you  might  say  that  everyone  ought  to  do  the 
greatest  thing  that  he  can.  But  that  greatest  thing 
is  a  very  simple,  yet  wonderful  thing,  according 
to  S.  D.  Gordon.  He  says,  "The  greatest  thing  that 
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anyone  can  do  for  God  or  man  is  to  pray."  He 
places  this  above  money,  speech,  service,  and  even 
the  kind  of  life  we  live.  Each  of  these,  tremen- 
dous though  they  may  be,  may  touch  but  one  spot, 
but  the  power  loosened  through  private  prayer 
may  touch  wherever  in  the  round  world  you  may 
choose  to  turn  it.  Prayer,  while  offered  in 
quietude  behind  closed  doors,  puts  us  in  direct 
and  dynamic  touch  with  a  world. 

Private  worship  is  necessary  for  the  success  of 
public  worship.  Out  of  the  private  room  the  wor- 
shiper may  go  forth  confidently  either  to  lead  the 
group  or  to  participate.  The  prayerful  attitude 
of  a  private  worshiper  is  contagious  and  is  a  great 
aid  to  groups  in  realizing  the  intimate  presence  of 
God. 

Besides  these,  there  are  many  other  needs  of 
private  worship:  communion  with  God — the  kind 
that  makes  you  feel  how  worthy  he  is  of  all  the 
best  that  you  can  possibly  bring  to  him  and  in- 
finitely more;  petitions  for  help  of  all  kinds — fi- 
nancial, bodily,  mental,  social,  and  spiritual;  in- 
tercession for  others — friends,  enemies,  sinners, 
and  saints.  These  are  the  forms  of  prayer  that 
help  God  in  winning  the  world  to  him. 

Anna  Temple  pictures  private  prayer  in  a  beau- 
tiful little  allegoric  poem  which  follows: 

The  camel,  at  the  close  of  day, 

Kneels  down  upon  the  sandy  plain 

To  have  his  burden  lifted  off 
And  rest  to  gain. 

My  soul,  thou,  too,  should  to  thy  knees 
When  daylight  draweth  to  a  close, 

And  let  thy  Master  lift  thy  load 
And  grant  repose. 

The  camel  kneels  at  break  of  day 
To  have  his  guide  replace  his  load, 

Then  rises  up  anew  to  take 
The  desert  road. 

So  thou  shouldest  kneel  at  morning  dawn 
That  God  may  give  thee  daily  care, 

Assured  that  he  no  load  too  great 
Will  make  thee  bear." 

New  Market,  Va. 


For  a  Secretary  of  Peace 

BY    THURL    METZGER 

I  am  writing  as  an  American  citizen  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  and  now  known  as  Number  203 
on  the  shelves  of  the  warehouse  of  war.  I  am  one 
of  many  to  be  bolted  into  a  huge  war  machine, 
which  will  be  wheeled  out  and  exhibited  with  oth- 
er machines  of  a  similar  structure,  and  made  ready 
to  reap  a  grim,  horrible  harvest  of  hate,  greed, 
poverty,    crime   and   death.     But   as   a   patriotic 


American  citizen,  I  must  decline  to  co-operate  in 
a  plan  which  can  bring  to  our  people  the  inevitable 
conditions  which  are  a  part  and  a  result  of  war. 
There  can  be  no  alternative,  for  we  have  abso- 
lutely no  plan  for  a  just,  honest  and  permanent 
peace.  Should  we  be  able,  by  a  show  of  arms,  to 
instill  a  fear  in  the  aggressive  nations,  we  could 
hope  to  prevent  war  for  only  a  few  years. 

Should  we  be  forced  to  go  to  war  we  could  hope 
to  gain  nothing  more  than  a  breathing  spell  for 
a  period  of  twenty  or  fifty  years.  There  has  never 
existed  a  war  machine  so  strong  that  it  was  not 
contested.  The  results  of  such  a  contest  are  ex- 
pressed in  the  dictated  peace  terms  of  the  con- 
quering nations,  motivated  by  greed  and  fear,  and 
realized  in  commercial  and  colonial  advantages. 

I  am  not  a  religious  fanatic,  but  a  Christian  by 
choice.  I  am  convinced  that  if  our  government 
today  would  apply  a  fraction  of  the  time,  moneyr 
effort  and  intelligence  which  it  utilizes  in  a  ma- 
chine of  destruction,  and  together  with  these  add 
Christian  character,  a  satisfactory  and  sane  plan 
could  be  worked  out  that  would  be  appreciated  by 
the  people  of  every  nation. 

Let  me  offer  this  possibility:  Suppose  that  our 
government  should  create  as  a  cabinet  office  the 
Department  of  Peace,  as  it  now  has  a  Department 
of  War  and  Department  of  Navy,  and  that  the 
office  would  have  at  its  disposal  the  same  money,, 
power,  and  prestige  that  are  available  to  and  a 
part  of  these  other  offices.  It  would  be  the  duty 
of  this  office  to  perfect  a  plan  of  peace  and  satis- 
factory international  relations  by  working  in  co- 
operation with  the  more  far-seeing  and  practical 
Christian  leaders  who  exist.  It  would  seem  such 
facilities  would  be  hopefully  used  by  the  peoples 
of  every  nation,  especially  those  that  are  not  now 
in  actual  war. 

There  now  exist  plans  proposed  by  American 
citizens,  which  if  understood  by  the  people  of  this 
country  and  shown  to  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries to  be  free  from  clauses  for  commercial  ad- 
vantage or  political  prestige,  could  be  turned  into 
a  system  of  intelligent,  co-operative  Christian 
world  citizenship.  To  be  specific,  I  submit  the 
plan  of  Clarence  Streit  proposed  in  his  book, 
Union  Now,  as  a  basis  for  such  a  project.  The 
newly  created  cabinet  office  would  then  invite 
the  co-operation  of  the  leaders  of  every  church 
denomination,  of  every  civic  organization,  of  every 
political  party,  and  of  our  schools.  Co-operation 
in  other  countries  could  then  be  solicited  not  by 
ambassadors,  ministers  and  consuls  who  receive 
their  office  as  political  plums  but  by  men  selected 
for  their  ability,  sincerity  and  character. 

There  would  perhaps  be  a  temporary  lowering: 
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of  the  American  standard  of  living  and  a  loss  of 
political  face  during  the  period  of  transition,  but 
the  standard  of  living  would  not  sink  to  the  level 
of  a  war  depression.  The  loss  to  American  in- 
dustries during  a  period  of  tariff  adjustments  and 
market  redistributions  could  be  partly  subsidized 
by  a  part  of  the  economic  loss  of  war.  Our  politi- 
cal face  would  be  rediscovered  in  the  future,  for 
"'whosoever  shall  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it." 

If  my  government  would  prove  to  me  that  it 
has  a  program  that  would  lift  the  world  as  a 
whole,  I  would  be  glad  to  offer  my  life  or  a  year  in 
training  to  stamp  out  the  opposition  of  the  selfish 
and  insincere.  Or  if  my  government  could  use 
my  services  in  perfecting  and  carrying  out  such 
a  plan,  I  would  again  offer  my  life,  and  not  a  year, 
but  a  lifetime  of  service. 

However,  as  a  Christian  I  cannot  be  trained  to 
kill,  and  I  make  no  offer  of  life.  As  an  American 
citizen,  I  desire  to  build  rather  than  destroy.  I 
hope  and  am  prepared  to  give  all  that  I  am,  or 
can  hope  to  be,  in  an  effort  to  build  a  new  world 
of  faith,  hope  and  charity  for  the  next  generation, 
that  they  shall  not  inherit  a  war  debt  of  hate,  sus- 
picion, greed,  national  vanity  and  physical  need. 
Such  efforts,  I  am  sure,  would  have  the  support 
of  the  One  who  creates,  and  whose  support  is  ab- 
solutely essential  to  sound  success.  I  cannot  serve 
Mars,  but  I  volunteer  in  the  service  of  Christ  to 
reach  the  goal  of  security. 

Lucerne,  Ind. 


If  the  Nazis  Should  Get  Us 

BY  PAUL  MOHLER 

If  the  nazis  should  get  us  under  their  control 
(I  pray  God  they  will  not),  what  could  we  do 
about  our  Christianity?  This  question  is  pointed 
by  a  recent  report  that  in  Alsace  the  nazis  are 
making  church  activity  very  difficult.  It  may 
help  us  to  think  about  what  we  could  do  in  their 
circumstances. 

Find  God? 

We  have  always  had  the  help  of  the  church 
with  its  fellowship,  sacraments  and  worship  pro- 
gram in  finding  and  maintaining  our  relation  with 
God.  For  us,  it  seems  to  be  absolutely  necessary; 
what  could  we  do  if  it  were  taken  away  or  stifled 
into  uselessness?  Could  we  manage  to  maintain 
our  spiritual  vitality?  If  so,  how?  For  us,  this 
may  seem  to  be  an  academic  question,  but  for  mil- 
lions, it  is  intensely  practical.  How  soon  may  it 
oe  so  for  us? 

Experiment 

When  a  scientist  wishes  to  test  a  theory  he  tries 


it  out  in  his  laboratory  in  an  experiment.  Only 
after  extensive  and  exhaustive  trials  will  he  give 
his  decision.  Inventors  do  the  same — if  they  are 
wise.  They  dream  their  dreams,  reduce  them  to 
drawings,  build  models,  and  make  tests.  Look 
around  the  workshop  of  an  inventor  and  count  the 
machines  built,  tested,  and  cast  aside  at  great  ex- 
pense— to  avoid  the  much  greater  expense  of 
manufacturing  and  selling  an  impractical  machine. 
I  know  personally  of  a  group  of  farmers  who 
saw  a  labor-saving  machine  demonstrated  on  a 
fair  ground,  bought  the  patents,  and  spent  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  manufacturing  their 
first  output  of  machines  for  their  own  use  and  for 
sale.  But  while  the  machine  worked  well  on  the 
hard  fair  ground,  it  would  not  work  on  soft  field 
ground.    It  was  just  too  bad. 

Greater  Than  All 
What  else  is  as  important  to  learn  as  putting 
God  between  us  and  Antichrist?  ,  What  other  ex- 
periments are  so  vital?  Is  it  enough  to  hear  that 
others  have  found  safety  in  God  in  a  certain  way? 
Should  we  not  test  every  way  until  we  have  found 
the  guiding,  comforting  and  saving  power  of  God 
for  ourselves?  Without  denying  the  values  in 
other  ways,  I  have  most  confidence  in  what  is 
often  called  specifically  the  morning  watch,  or 
more  generally — 

The  Quiet  Time 

Quite  awhile  ago,  as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, men  got  in  touch  with  God  by  waiting  in 
prayer  and  expectation.  Jesus  arose  long  before 
day  and  went  away  to  pray.  Many  say  today  that 
it  pays  to  arise  an  hour  earlier  each  morning  for 
Bible  reading,  prayer,  intercession  and  patient 
listening  before  God  for  guidance  in  the  affairs  of 
the  day  to  come.  Many  write  down  what  comes 
to  mind,  check  it  by  the  Scriptures,  and  even  by 
the  guidance  of  other  guided  individuals — then 
obey  conscientiously  what  God  reveals  to  them  of 
duty  and  opportunity.  This  gives  God  his  oppor- 
tunity to  guide  and  control  the  lives  of  these  de- 
voted ones.  He  finds  no  difficulty  in  keeping  them 
close  to  himself.  How  could  Hitler  interfere  with 
such  a  program? 

Through  the  Day 

Every  day  sees  innumerable  decisions  made 
by  each  of  us.  Beginning  each  day  with  the  morn- 
ing watch  makes  it  easier  to  consult  God  in  each 
time  of  decision  as  it  arises.  Nobody  knows  but 
God  that  we  are  looking  to  him.  Nobody  but  God 
knows  where  we  get  the  courage  and  strength  to 
do  what  he  guides  us  to  do.  Nobody  can  stop  us 
while  courage  and  strength  are  supplied.  If  this 
works  for  us  now,  it  will  work  for  us  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances. 
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The  Sooner  the  Better 

If  God's  guidance  and  support  are  available  to 
us,  the  sooner  we  know  it  the  better.  If  the  morn- 
ing watch  and  ensuing  obedience  secure  the  neces- 
sary guidance  and  support,  the  sooner  we  know  it 
the  better.  If  that  does  not  work,  the  sooner  we 
find  out  what  will  work,  the  better.  We  have  no 
time  to  waste.  We  need  everything  of  God  that 
we  can  get,  and  right  now.  We  need  it  whether 
there  is  a  Hitler  or  not.  If  God  is  faithful  to  us  in 
the  lesser  needs,  our  faith  will  be  the  stronger 
when  in  the  greater  needs.  But  if  we  neglect  his 
help  now,  how  shall  we  know  what  to  expect 
when  the  needs  are  great?  The  sooner  we  put  all 
our  affairs  in  his  hands,  the  better. 

Other  Ways? 

If  there  is  another  way  for  us  to  prepare  for 
possibilities,  let  us  try  that  too.  Try  everything 
once,  but  try  it  thoroughly,  even  as  a  scientist 
tries — patiently,  painstakingly,  exhaustively  and 
honestly.  Give  God  every  opportunity  to  prove 
both  his  ability  and  his  willingness  to  guide,  sup- 
port, and  save  us  to  the  uttermost. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 


The  Improvement  of  Choir  Music 

BY  PAUL  HALLADAY 
Associate  Professor  of  Music  in  Manchester  College 
Supposing  one  owned  a  new  model  streamlined  car  in 
a  choice  color  with  all  the  extra  equipment — and  yet 
one  never  wanted  to  go  any  place.  We  should  laugh 
and  say,  "What  is  the  sense  of  having  a  car,  be  it  old  or 
new?"  And  we  would  be  right,  for  what  would  be  the 
use?  On  the  other  hand,  suppose  one  were  host  to  a 
famous  and  important  guest,  say  the  President  of  these 
United  States,  and  he  needed  to  be  taken  to  an  impor- 
tant engagement  and  there  was  no  decent  car  in  which 
to  take  him.  Suppose  that  because  the  car  was  not 
equal  to  the  occasion,  the  President  missed  the  engage- 
ment. Now  it  mattered  not  how  important  the  guest, 
and  how  necessary  the  engagement;  the  whole  thing 
bogged  down  because  of  a  poor  vehicle.  This  by  way 
of  introduction. 

I  believe  the  work  of  the  choir  is  twofold.  The  sing- 
ers should  be  able  to  perform  music  correctly,  convinc- 
ingly and  inspiringly.  They  should  also  have  the  work 
of  the  church  at  heart  and  should  have  a  passion  to  car- 
ry Christ's  message  through  music. 

The  first  of  these  calls  for  technical  skill  and  knowl- 
edge; musicianship  we  call  it.  The  second  calls  for  a 
right  attitude.  The  first  has  to  do  with  the  perfecting 
of  a  vehicle  and  the  second  with  the  message.  Now  get- 
ting back  to  our  two  automobiles,  it  matters  not  how 
perfect  the  mechanism,  its  first  and  chief  purpose  is  to 
carry  passengers.  And  passengers  with  no  means  of 
transportation  are  in  a  sorry  plight.  The  message  of 
Christ  needs  to  be  carried,  and  a  good  vehicle  is  need- 
ful. No  matter  how  important  the  message,  if  it  is  not 
well  expressed,  the  effect  upon  the  listener  is  no  better 
than  if  the  message  were  insignificant.     On  the  other 


hand  if  a  choir  sings  perfectly  from  the  standpoint  of 
technic  and  has  no  message,  we  say  that  the  efforts  are 
impractical.  With  Christ's  message  to  be  carried,  the 
choir  should  spare  no  effort  to  carry  it  well. 

The  choir  should  strive  for  musical  perfection  in  the 
anthems,  responses,  hymns.  It  is  not  enough  to  feel 
the  message  deeply  and  then  hope  that  such  devotion 
will  make  clean  diction  and  a  good  tone  unnecessary. 

Every  choir  director  knows  that  there  are  multitudes 
of  problems,  some  of  them  tactical,  some  spiritual  and 
some  just  plain  technical.  I  believe  on  the  technical 
side  is  a  good  place  to  begin  for  that  is  the  foundation 
on  which  a  choir  must  be  built.  I  should  like  to  sug- 
gest a  few  points  that  might  be  helpful  to  some.  There 
is  the  matter  of  selection  of  voices.  In  many  churches 
there  can  be  little  selection  for  we  must  use  all  we  can 
get.  If,  however,  there  are  too  many  on  some  parts, 
they  can  be  seated  so  as  to  put  them  to  the  rear,  and 
they  can  be  encouraged  to  sing  more  lightly.  The  part 
with  few  voices  must  be  seated  to  give  most  prominence 
to  that  part.  One  can  sometimes  choose  anthems  which 
tend  to  favor  certain  parts  of  the  choir.  Where  many 
voices  are  available  and  the  director  can  choose  voices, 
he  can  by  individual  voice  tests  select  those  best  fitted. 
If  one  has  to  choose  between  a  good  reader  with  a  fair 
voice  or  a  poor  reader  with  a  better  voice,  I  would  gen- 
erally prefer  the  former.  Others  might  feel  differently 
about  this,  and  I  would  have  no  quarrel  with  them.  A 
director  needs  to  have  a  vigorous  program  and  I  believe 
the  place  to  assert  that  rigor  is  not  so  much  in  rejecting 
voices  as  in  setting  high  standards  of  achievement  after 
the  voices  are  admitted. 

The  blending  of  voices  is  usually  an  item  needing  at- 
tention. We  may  have  good  balance  as  to  numbers  of 
voices,  yet  they  may  not  blend  well.  If  there  are  any 
peculiar  ones,  and  there  usually  are,  such  voices  need 
to  go  rather  gently,  and  their  owners  may  be  seated 
back  of  better  ones  so  that  the  odd  quality  is  somewhat 
absorbed  by  the  better  voices.  This  will  likely  be  more 
of  a  tactical  problem  than  a  musical  one.  Voice  train- 
ing, if  possible,  may  make  a  real  asset  out  of  a  seeming 
liability.  All  good  soloists  need  to  have  an  individual 
character  in  the  voice.  Some  degree  of  individual  char- 
acter is  desirable  in  the  choral  voice. 

Exercises  for  blending  are  necessary,  and  a  rehearsal 
period  can  well  be  started  by  warming-up  exercises  for 
blending.  The  general  rule  for  these  is  a  soft  tone  or 
one  of  medium  power.  Humming,  if  correctly  done,  is 
very  useful.  Singing  of  hymns  or  other  simple  musical 
patterns  on  the  pure  vowel  sounds  furnishes,  in  my  opin- 
ion, as  fine  materials  as  one  could  wish.  The  singers 
need  constantly  to  listen  to  the  mass  tone  and  their  own 
in  relation  to  it.  This  needs  to  be  constantly  stressed 
for  singers  are  prone  to  read  the  music  off  the  page,  get 
the  words  understood  and  forget  about  the  beauty  of 
the  human  voice  and  its  relation  to  the  work  at  hand. 
In  my  experience,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  get- 
ting a  good  blend  is  that  the  singers  have  such  a  wide 
variety  of  vowel  sound  for  the  same  word.  There  are 
varying  shades  of  the  sound  "ah"  and  varying  degrees 
of  roundness  to  "oh"  for  example.  As  long  as  this 
exists  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  good  blend.  A  director 
needs  by  precept  and  example  to  show  what  vowel 
sound  he  wants,  and  insist  that  all  singers  do  it  alike. 
There  needs  to  be  uniformity  for  two  reasons:  the  tone 
is  better  and  the  words  are  more  readily  understood. 
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There  are  books  of  exercises  for  warming  up  and 
Wending  that  can  be  used  to  advantage.  One  is  En- 
semble Intonation  by  Woods. 

Three  statements  made  earlier  were  that  the  choir 
should  sing  accurately,  convincingly  and  inspiringly. 
First  the  singers  must  be  accurate.  They  need  to  sing 
the  note  lengths  exactly  as  written  and  not  approxi- 
mately. The  composers  can  indicate  in  notation  quite 
accurately  what  they  want  and  if  they  write  dotted 
eighths  and  sixteenths  in  one  measure  and  straight 
eighths  in  the  next,  we  should  sing  them  exactly  as 
written.  I  mention  this  instance  because  it  is  a  rhythm 
often  done  in  slovenly  fashion.  At  rests  and  ends  of 
phrases  we  often  give  a  ragged  effect  because  we  do  not 
all  hold  notes  the  exact  value.  A  soloist  may  be  al- 
lowed more  liberty,  maybe,  but  if  twenty-five  people 
are  singing  the  same  rhythm,  they  must  be  in  unity. 
There  dare  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  The  composer 
has  written  the  pitch  exactly  as  he  wishes  it,  and  we 
dare  take  no  liberty  there.  We  just  must  be  on  pitch. 
There  are  plenty  of  pathetic  and  funny  stories  about 
those  who  sing  off  pitch.  A  director  will  have  to  choose 
anthems  within  the  pitch  range  of  his  choir,  and  they 
will  have  to  sing  actually  what  they  read. 

There  can  be  no  convincing  power  if  there  is  not  pre- 
cision. The  baseball  pitcher  may  have  a  fireball  and  a 
mean  hook,  but  if  he  cannot  control  his  pitches,  he  is  sent 
to  the  showers.  His  control  gives  him  command  over 
■the  batters.  If  the  singers  are  accurate  they  have  mas- 
tered the  ground  work  for  convincing  power.  And  no 
congregation  will  be  stirred  by  a  choir  that  does  not 
have  a  sense  of  mastery  and  control  over  the  music.  If 
the  choir  sings  raggedly  and  uncertainly,  the  congrega- 
tion senses  the  uneasiness  and  assumes  a  feeling  of  pa- 
ternal anxiety,  hoping  it  will  come  out  all  right,  or  else 
they  just  think  about  something  else  more  comfortable. 
Aimless  repetition  at  rehearsal  may  help  get  more  notes 
correct,  but  it  will  not  lend  power  to  the  performance. 
The  director  needs  to  know  the  anthem  well,  to  know 
its  parts,  its  climax,  its  repetitions  and  its  chief  mes- 
sage. These  should  be  explained  to  the  choir  so  that 
each  member  knows  where  he  is  going  and  why.  If 
each  singer  knows  the  relation  of  one  division  of  an 
anthem  to  another  and  the  design  of  the  entire  work,  he 
can  sing  his  own  part  with  authority,  for  he  knows 
where  he  is  going  and  he  knows  that  all  the  singers 
are  going  together.  I  would  like  to  stress  the  impor- 
tance of  the  director  making  clear  to  all  singers 
the  reasons  for  his  interpretation.  This  will  result  in 
a  convincing  style  of  performance  and  the  worshipers 
in  the  congregation  will  be  led  willingly  by  those  who 
know  where  they  are  going. 

Just  as  accuracy  furnishes  the  ground  work  for  con- 
vincing power,  so  these  both  establish  a  basis  for  in- 
spiring singing.  To  truly  move  the  worshiper,  the  mu- 
sic must  be  inspiring.  It  must  be  spontaneous,  not 
studied;  that  is,  it  must  not  seem  to  have  been  learned. 
Music  is  at  its  best  when  to  the  listener  it  sounds  as  if 
it  were  created  right  on  the  spot,  and  as  if  it  were  the 
product  of  inspiration,  not  labor.  There  are  a  few  sug- 
gestions I  should  like  to  make  in  reaching  this  state  of 
perfection. 

We  are  now  taking  for  granted  that  the  music  is  well 
mastered.  Music  is  never  very  inspiring  when  the 
singers  keep  the  eye  to  the  page  most  of  the  time.  That 
makes  it  seem  that  the  message  is  not  genuine  experi- 


ence, but  rather  a  dutiful  reading  of  some  other  person's 
experience.  An  audience  likes  to  feel  that  the  singer 
is  giving  his  personal  testimony.  The  eye  of  the  singer 
should  be  off  the  page  much  of  the  time,  not  necessarily 
for  long  periods  of  time  but  very  frequently.  The  con- 
ductor, if  there  is  one,  needs  to  be  watched  but  the 
singer  should  not  rivet  his  line  of  vision  exclusively  on 
him. 

The  matter  of  getting  up  and  sitting  down  should  be 
planned  out,  and  it  is  best  if  the  signal  and  other  me- 
chanics are  not  evident  to  the  congregation.  Profes- 
sional choruses  and  choirs  that  give  formal  concerts 
may  have  more  reason  to  cultivate  flashy  formalities, 
but  not  so  the  church  choir  in  the  worship  service.  The 
message  and  its  perfect  rendition  should  be  the  one 
absorbing  passion,  and  these  other  matters  should  never 
eclipse  that.  Simplicity  is  a  good  ideal  to  strive  for. 
Facial  expression  and  body  poise  have  a  great  deal  to 
do  with  effective  performance.  Many  singers  do  not 
realize  how  they  look  when  singing.  The  mood  of  the 
anthem  will  determine  these  items  to  some  extent.  But 
it  is  good  for  all  singers  to  form  a  habit  of  looking  con- 
tented and  pleasant  while  in  the  public  eye.  There  is 
nothing  that  will  tell  the  truth  about  our  looks  like  a 
mirror,  not  even  a  candid  director.  The  singers  may 
be  tired  and  ill  at  ease,  but  to  the  congregation  they 
must  appear  fresh  and  eager  to  serve.  This  trait  can 
be  cultivated  and  needs  to  be. 

I  should  like  to  recommend  that  each  singer  practice 
conveying  various  moods  by  facial  expression  and  body 
poise.  A  flexible  face  and  a  well  controlled  set  of  facial 
muscles  is  a  huge  asset  for  a  soloist  most  certainly,  and 
is  desirable  for  a  choir  member.  This  final  touch  given 
by  one's  radiance  often  marks  the  difference  between 
a  good  performance  and  a  really  stirring  one.  It  is  the 
last  little  bit  of  excellence  that  marks  real  artistry.  The 
congregation  responds  to  the  magnetism  of  people  as 
well  as  to  the  power  of  the  music.  Within  the  last  month 
I  heard  a  choir  that  was  correct  in  most  details  and  the 
music  was  well  rendered,  and  with  sincerity,  but  it 
lacked  that  fire  and  magnetism  necessary  to  make  it 
thrilling. 

This  brings  up  the  crowning  virtue  that  I  should  like 
to  mention  in  this  paper,  that  of  sincerity.  In  concert 
work  a  singer  can  be  an  actor.  In  one  song  he  may  be 
a  rollicking  sailor,  the  next  may  show  him  as  an  ardent 
lover  and  again  he  may  be  in  the  depths  of  despair. 
He  makes  each  mood  stand  out  as  perfectly  normal  to 
his  personality.  But  he  is  acting.  Not  so  in  church. 
He  cannot  pretend  to  be  the  servant  of  Jehovah  one 
time  and  a  disinterested  party  the  next.  True,  he  can 
portray  all  the  moods  and  experiences  common  to  the 
Christian  life,  but  he  is  genuine  at  all  times.  There  is 
a  kind  of  straightforward  sincerity  that  transcends  pure 
acting. 

There  are  many  things  to  be  mentioned  in  the  im- 
provement of  choir  singing,  and  you  have  no  doubt 
thought  of  others  as  good  as  these  or  better.  There  are 
other  topics  under  discussion  that  care  for  other  parts 
of  our  musical  life  in  the  church.  In  summing  up  I 
should  like  to  state  again  my  fundamental  tenet:  the 
message  of  Christ  is  the  most  important  one  in  the 
world,  and  it  needs  the  best  possible  talent  to  carry  it. 
In  the  field  of  music  the  highest  artistry  is  needful,  and 
blessed  be  the  choir  that  strives  for  it. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 
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Shut  In 

Selected  by  Allie  Eisenbise,  Chicago,  Illinois 

In  autumn  when  the  cold  had  come, 
And  frost  had  killed  the  flowers, 
I  thought  the  days  would  longer  seem 
And  lonely  all  the  hours; 
For  I  was  still  to  be  shut  in — ■ 
How  long  no  one  could  tell, 
Yet  shut  in  by  a  Father's  hand 
And  he  does  "all  things  well." 

It  may  be  that  he  shut  me  in 
To  keep  me  safe  from  harm. 
If  so,  I'm  glad  to  feel  so  safe 
Within  his  sheltering  arm. 
Perhaps  it  was  that  I  might  learn 
To  say,  "Thy  will  not  mine." 
So  how  could  I  but  gladly  take 
The  task  he  did  assign? 

Now  months  have  passed  I  still  am  here 

Weary  and  waiting  still; 

But  oh,  so  glad  I've  learned  to  say 

"My  Father,  do  thy  will." 

And  days — I  thought  they'd  be  so  long — 

Have  never  shorter  been 

And  each  has  brought  some  joy  to  me 

Since  I  have  been  shut  in. 


Toward  an  Understanding  of  Loneliness 

BY  PERRY  L.  ROHRER 

Normally  we  do  not  enjoy  being  alone  for  pro- 
longed periods  of  time.  There  is  a  healthy  rhythm  be- 
tween periods  of  being  alone  and  mingling  with  other 
people.  Being  constantly  with  people  tends  to  become 
extremely  tiring.  Likewise  being  constantly  alone  is 
equally  difficult  in  that  it  produces  a  feeling  of  social 
starvation  and  thwarting. 

But  there  are  yet  other  aspects  of  loneliness.  Merely 
being  where  there  are  people  does  not  cure  loneliness. 
It  has  been  truthfully  said  that  no  place  is  so  lonesome 
as  a  big  city  where  you  know  no  one.  There  must  be 
friendly  people  who  have  some  things  in  common.  It 
is  the  sharing  of  experiences,  the  giving  and  taking, 
which  dispels  loneliness. 

The  husband  whose  wife  is  an  eager  listener  to  his 
tales  of  personal  achievement  is  seldom  lonely.  Wives 
who  receive  recognition  from  husbands  for  things  well 
done  tend  to  be  content  and  happy.  Where  these  ex- 
pressions are  absent  either  one  or  both  may  go  through 
half  a  lifetime  living  under  the  same  roof,  yet  being 
very  lonely. 

There  must  be  a  "meeting  of  the  minds"  for  the  best 
of  living.  There  need  not  be  equality  or  similarity  in 
background  of  experience  in  order  to  have  a  high  type 
of  social  experience.  But  there  must  be  an  eagerness  to 
share  experiences  on  the  part  of  those  involved. 

Contrasting  backgrounds  provide  a  rich  basis  for 
meaningful  association  between  two  people  who  are 
eager  to  share  experiences. 

The  desire  to  understand  and  in  turn  be  understood 


is  at  the  very  center  of  loneliness.  He  who  has  keen 
ability  to  understand  but  seldom  feels  understood  is 
destined  to  have  both  a  painful  and  lonely  life.  Like- 
wise he  who  has  very  scant  insight  and  understanding 
of  human  nature  but  closely  associates  with  those  who 
possess  a  high  degree  of  social  insight  is  prone  to  take 
more  than  he  gives  socially,  but  seldom  feels  lonely.  If 
he  receives  constant  attention  he  reaches  a  stage  of 
boredom  but  is  only  vaguely  lonely. 

Currently  uncounted  numbers  seek  relief  from  lone- 
liness by  doing  things  which  distract  their  attention. 
Almost  anything  to  keep  their  minds  occupied.  Motion 
takes  attention  away  from  self,  so  they  get  in  motion, 
they  go  places,  see  things,  and  keep  moving.  Actually 
they  are  trying  to  find  relief  from  loneliness  of  an 
acute  type.  They  return  from  their  activities  tired  but 
not  satisfied.  That  hunger  which  has  driven  them  to 
action  is  not  satisfied  by  swing  music,  bright  lights,  nor 
cocktails.  It  seeks  meaningful  association  with  people 
who  can  share  colorful  and  constructive  ways  of  life. 

The  solution  for  loneliness,  then,  becomes  a  matter 
of  sharing  experiences  with  those  who  are  also  eager 
to  participate  in  such  experience.  This  involves  dis- 
covering friends  and  making  acquaintances  who  have 
a  desire  for  growth  and  expansion  in  the  better  things 
of  life. 

Chicago,  III. 

A  Christian  Family  in  the  Bazaar 

BY   WILLIAM  R.   BHAGAT* 

In  a  country  like  India,  where  there  are  a  number  of 
religions,  castes  and  creeds,  the  problem  of  evangelism 
is  the  most  burning  question  of  the  day.  As  followers 
of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  our  main  duty  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel. Therefore,  the  question  arises,  which  method  of 
evangelism  is  suited  to  a  country  like  India? 

Various  methods  are  followed  by  the  evangelists  to- 
day, but  we  are  not  going  to  discuss  them  because  the 
method  which  suits  one  part  of  the  country  may  be  an 
.utter  failure  in  the  other.  But  there  is  one  method 
which  can  be  applied  anywhere,  and  that  is  to  go  out 
and  live  a  true  Christian  life  among  those  who  do  not 
know  anything  of  Christianity  and  the  Christian  God. 
Our  model  for  such  a  life  is  Jesus  Christ  himself. 

In  my  town  my  family  is  one  of  the  few  Christian 
families  who  live  among  the  non-Christians,  who  for 
the  most  part  are  Moslems,  Brahmans,  Banias  and  peo- 
ples of  other  castes.  My  father  is  an  ordinary  retail 
dealer  in  cloth.  When  we  first  wanted  a  house  in  the 
bazaar  for  our  residence  and  for  starting  our  business,, 
we  met  with  many  difficulties.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
town  objected  to  our  living  in  the  bazaar,  saying  that 
Christians  are  converts  from  the  depressed  and  un- 
touchable classes,  and  therefore  their  ways  of  living 
and  their  habits  are  dirty  and  indecent.  They  are  not 
educated.  Their  religious  and  social  behavior  cannot 
be  tolerated.  Some  of  the  so-called  higher  classes 
thought  it  below  their  dignity  to  even  talk  with  us. 
They  would  not  allow  their  children  to  play  with  us. 
We  were  not  allowed  to  look  at  their  gods  and  god- 


*  Note:  William  is  a  student  in  his  third  year  of  college.  His 
parents  live  in  Anklesvar.  He  wrote  this  article  in  English. 
I  made  only  minor  changes  as  I  typed  it. — A.  F.  B. 
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desses.  We  felt  that  we  were  living  a  life  of  complete 
seclusion  and  separation.  The  non-Christians  tried  to 
harass  and  handicap  us  by  all  possible  means,  but  we 
derived  strength  and  power  of  endurance  from  our 
Lord.  We  never  hated  them.  We  neither  complained 
about  it,  nor  did  we  ever  consider  them  as  our  enemies. 
We  showed  them  by  our  behavior  that  we  loved  them 
in  spite  of  the  persecutions  we  were  undergoing.  When 
the  climax  was  reached,  the  situation  took  a  different 
turn. 

After  the  lapse  of  about  five  years,  the  inhabitants 
who  were  most  enthusiastic  to  turn  us  out  from  the 
town  began  to  sympathize  with  us  in  our  troubles.  They 
began  to  say  that  Christian  are  the  most  amicable  peo- 
ple, more  decent  in  ordinary  ways  of  life  than  them- 
selves; that  they  are  lovers  of  truth  and  honesty.  And 
is  this  not  a  little  tribute  to  Christian  life? 

Now  the  whole  atmosphere  is  changed.  They  do  not 
have  any  objections  to  mixing  with  us.  Sometimes 
they  come  to  Sunday  services.  They  share  with  our 
sorrows  and  joys.  Christmas  is  also  becoming  an  inter- 
esting festival  day  for  them.  They  come,  read,  and  dis- 
cuss the  truth  found  in  the  words  of  our  Lord.  The  at- 
mosphere, which  was  unfriendly  in  the  beginning,  is 
now  full  of  neighborly  love,  co-operation,  and  fellow- 
ship. But  we  have  still  further  faith.  A  time  will  come 
when  they  will  admit  that  Jesus  is  the  only  true  God. 

In  conclusion,  we  can  say  that  we  are  the  mirrors  in 
which  the  image  of  Christ  is  reflected.  Christianity  and 
the  Christian  God  are  judged  by  our  conduct  and  our 
individual  lives.  Our  Lord  is  ready  to  work  miracles 
through  us.  Let  us  dedicate  ourselves  to  him  in  full- 
ness of  heart  and  purity  of  mind. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


Chinese  Banquet 

BY  MRS.  PERRY  WILLIAMS 

Note:  Since  many  groups  are  studying  about  China  this  year, 
this  Chinese  banquet  as  served  at  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  will  prove 
interesting  and  helpful  to  others.  This  is  contributed  by  Mrs. 
Sam  J.   Winn.— Ed. 

Decorations:  Chinese,  American  and  Christian  flags. 
Flowers  of  paper  in  the  shape  of  lotus  or  chrysanthe- 
mums. 

Setting:  Chinese  restaurant  with  small  tables  seat- 
ing four.  The  tables  are  laid  with  silver,  cups  and 
saucers  (tea  ball  in  cup),  but  no  napkins.  At  each  plate 
put  a  map  of  China  (obtainable  at  Elgin  office)  and 
place  card  on  which  is  written  a  Chinese  proverb  writ- 
ten in  Chinese  fashion.  Have  incense  burning  in  the 
room.  Place  Chinese  pictures  and  posters  on  walls.  Ev- 
erything in  as  Chinese  a  manner  as  possible. 

Waitresses:  Have  young  ladies  dressed  in  Chinese 
costume,  dark  slacks  and  gay  blouses,  hip  length  and 
fastened  at  side — high  necks,  white  stockings  and  bed- 
room slippers.  Head  band  and  flower  tucked  low  at 
side  of  head. 

Key  person:  Appoint  a  key  person  for  each  small 
table  who  will  inform  himself  or  herself  about  China  in 
general  and  the  missionaries  and  the  mission  girls 
schools  in  particular.  Write  General  Mission  Board  of- 
fice for  information.  This  person's  duty  is  to  help  create 
interest  in  missions  and  make  the  banquet  a  missionary 
program.  We  prepared  our  sheets  and  passed  them  out 
before  the  day  of  the  banquet. 


Official  Hostess:  The  president  of  women's  work  or 
the  director  of  the  banquet  should  be  the  official  hostess. 
She  should  be  dressed  in  Chinese  costume. 

Food:  First  course,  candy,  candied  nuts  and  gum- 
drops;  second  course,  chicken  chop  suey  and  rice,  hard 
rolls  and  butter,  celery,  radishes  or  a  green  salad;  third 
course,  tea  and  tea  cakes  or  wafers. 

Procedure:  When  the  guests  are  seated  and  grace 
has  been  said,  a  bell  taps.  The  official  hostess  rises  and 
explains:  "We  are  here  to  celebrate  a  Chinese  banquet. 
In  China  every  proper  feast  begins  with  sweets.  The 
Chinese  would  think  it  indeed  stupid  not  to  begin  the 
meal  with  the  dessert."  Waiters  bring  a  dish  of  candy 
for  each  table.  Official  hostess  explains  that  Chinese 
eat  from  one  central  dish.  Hostess  is  seated  and  meal 
commences. 

The  bell  taps;  hostess  rises  and  explains  second 
course.  "Our  next  course  is  chicken  chop  suey  with 
rice."  The  waitresses  bring  on  a  bowl  for  each  table, 
also  plate  with  rolls  and  salad  for  each  guest.  "You 
might  be  interested  to  know  just  what  ingredients  are 
in  this  dish,"  continues  the  hostess.  "The  recipe  used 
is  as  follows:  2  cups  diced  chicken,  lx/2  cup  broth,  1 
cup  green  pepper  (cooked),  2  cups  of  cooked  celery,  3 
tablespoons  butter,  xk  cup  cooked  onion,  3  tablespoons 
soy  sauce.  Line  the  bowl  with  cooked  rice  and  put  chop 
suey  in  the  center.     Serve  steaming  hot." 

The  hostess  might  add,  "We  hope  you  like  our  food. 
If  not  we  are  sorry,  but  remember  that  twenty  million 
Chinese  go  to  bed  hungry  every  night,  so  it  won't  be 
too  unfortunate  if  you  go  to  bed  hungry  one  night." 
Meal  continues. 

Again  bell  taps.  Waitresses  appear  with  teakettles 
of  hot  water  and  pour  it  over  tea  balls.  A  plate  of  tea 
cakes  is  placed  in  center  of  table  and  chop  suey  bowl  is 
removed.  Hostess  continues,  "No  Chinese  would  think 
of  diluting  this  delicious  beverage  by  adding  anything 
to  it.  Fearing  that  some  of  you  cannot  take  yours 
straight,  the  waitresses  will  serve  you  with  cream  and 
sugar."     The  meal  continues. 

Tap  of  bell  is  heard  again.  Hostess  says,  "I  wonder 
if  any  of  you  missed  your  napkin?  We  Americans  place 
a  dry  cold  piece  of  linen  at  each  place  for  our  guests. 
The  Chinese  are  more  considerate.  We  will  now  ob- 
serve the  Chinese  custom." 

Waitresses  enter,  one  carrying  a  wash  bowl  of  hot 
water  containing  four  turkish  wash  cloths.  The  other 
waitress  wrings  a  cloth  from  the  warm  water  for  each 
guest  in  order  that  she  may  pleasantly  wipe  her  face 
and  hands. 

Sterling,  Colo. 


A  Cross  Bearer 

BY  ANNA  THOMAS  EDMONSON 

"O  for  a  Simon  of  Cyrene, 

To  bear  my  cross  for  me," 
My  soul  in  its  agony  cried. 

The  weight  was  lifted,  pain  eased. 

Just  what  could  the  reason  be? 
Ah!     The  Master  himself  stood  by  my  side. 
Bridgewater,  Va. 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


Edna  R.  Flory,  R.N. 

By  Co-Workers  in  China:  Minnie  F.  Bright,  Mary  Schaeffer,  Net- 
tie   Senger,   Marie   Brubaker. — Ed. 

On  November  25  at  her  home  in  Staunton,  Va.,  Edna 
Rosamond  Flory  passed  quietly  away  to  join  the  other 
twelve  China  missionaries  who  have  laid  aside  the  cares 
of  this  world  to  partake  of  the 
glories  which  await  those  who  love 
their  Lord.  In  the  spring  of  1932, 
she  returned  home  from  China  aft- 
er giving  two  terms  of  service  on 
the  field.  During  these  eight 
years,  she  was  afflicted  with  tuber- 
culosis and  needed  to  spend  many 
months  in  the  Catawba  Sanator- 
ium. Her  final  illness  was  very 
short.  On  Saturday  she  contracted 
pneumonia  and  by  the  following 
Monday  she  was  gone.  The  fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  her  home  church,  and  she 
was  laid  to  rest  close  by. 

Edna  was  born  on  June  2,  1887,  to  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter D.  C.  Flory  at  New  Hope,  Va.  She  was  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  In  her  early  years, 
she  had  the  same  experiences  which  any  normal  child 
of  her  day  had  in  a  rural  community.  She  loved  the 
great  out  of  doors  and  spent  many  happy  hours  about 
the  home  farm.  Her  years  in  school  were  pleasant 
years.  Edna  first  went  to  the  school  at  the  Cross  Roads 
near  her  home  and  then  to  the  graded  school  in  New 
Hope. 

She  was  eighteen  years  old  when  she  accepted  Christ 
as  her  Savior.  She  entered  the  church  under  the  preach- 
ing of  Eld.  C.  D.  Bonsack.  She  had  always  made  it  a 
habit  to  attend  church  services  regularly. 

In  the  fall  of  1909,  she  entered  Bridgewater  College. 
It  was  during  this  year  of  study  that  she  caught  the  vi- 
sion which  led  her  into  her  life's  work.  In  1912  Edna 
went  to  Chicago.  First  she  entered  Bethany  Bible 
School  and  later  she  took  up  nursing  in  the  Frances  Wil- 
lard  Hospital.  After  three  years  of  training,  she  com- 
pleted the  course.  Following  this,  she  spent  one  year 
nursing  in  Chicago.  This  was  excellent  preparation  for 
missionary  work. 

In  June  of  1917,  she  was  approved  by  Conference  held 
at  Wichita,  Kans.,  to  go  to  the  field  as  a  missionary 
nurse.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  she  sailed  for  China 
on  the  same  ship  with  her  brother,  Byron  M.  Flory,  and 
his  family,  and  was  located  at  Ping  Ting.  As  she  left 
her  homeland,  she  had  a  firm  conviction  that  God  had 
called  her  to  serve  him  as  a  nurse.  The  following  para- 
graph contains  her  own  testimony: 

"I  do  not  remember  when  I  first  became  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  God  wanted  me  to  work  in  the 
foreign  field.  I  am  sure  I  felt  the  call  long  before  I  an- 
swered it.  There  are  hearts  burdened  with  the  ques- 
tion, Am  I  called  to  the  mission  field?  And  does  God 
want  me  to  leave  home  and  native  land  and  work 
among  the  heathen?  This  is  the  Master's  command  to 
his  disciples,  'Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations.' 
The  question  for  us  to  answer  is  not,  Am  I  called  to  the 
foreign  field?  but  it  is,  Can  I  show  sufficient  cause  for 


not  going?  Many  are  the  souls  dying  for  a  little  Chris- 
tian help  and  love.  When  we  see  the  needs  and  hear 
the  appeals  from  the  field,  we  should  be  willing  to  let 
the  Holy  Spirit  work  in  our  lives  and  direct  us  to  the 
place  where  God  would  have  us." 

After  studying  the  Chinese  language,  she  found  her 
place  of  service  in  the  Ping  Ting  Hospital.  The  hos- 
pital was  a  place  of  ever-increasing  activity  and  it  de- 
manded her  skill  and  her  strength.  In  one  letter,  Edna 
described  her  work  in  these  words:  "The  month  of 
September  had  the  usual  number  of  patients  in  the  hos- 
pital, but  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  unusual  interest 
in  the  evangelistic  and  also  in  the  training  school  this- 
fall.  The  patients  sit  around  on  the  benches  in  the  cor- 
ridor, reading  the  little  Gospels  that  the  hospital  evan- 
gelist has  given  them.  Dr.  Hsu  was  called  home  be- 
cause of  the  death  of  his  mother  on  Sept.  23  and  we 
have  been  without  a  doctor  since  then.  The  men  grad- 
uate nurses  and  I  are  doing  the  best  we  can  to  take  care 
of  the  patients  in  the  hospital,  but  many  things  suffer 
because  we  cannot  give  them  proper  care." 

She  put  in  long  hours  of  work  all  the  time.  During 
the  times  when  there  was  no  missionary  doctor  present, 
she  had  to  take  care  of  the  accounts  and  look  after  the 
general  running  of  the  hospital  as  well  as  superintend 
the  nursing  and  the  training  school.  She  worked  many 
times  when  she  should  not  have  worked  and  there  were 
many  times  when  she  carried  on  her  work  alone,  but 
even  so  her  determination  to  do  her  best  never  faltered. 

During  the  famine  of  1920-21,  there  were  many  cases 
of  typhus  and  relapsing  fever  and  in  caring  for  them, 
Edna  contracted  relapsing  fever.  This  was  a  severe 
strain  on  her  strength  and  left  her  in  a  rundown  con- 
dition. 

Of  those  days,  Sister  Minnie  Bright  says,  "In  memory 
I  see  her  coming  up  the  little  hill  from  the  hospital  to 
her  home  in  her  white  uniform,  often  soiled  from  the 
long  hours  on  duty,  with  weariness  in  every  step.  On 
duty  was  not  for  eight  hours  out  of  twenty-four,  but 
more  often  sixteen  to  eighteen  out  of  twenty-four. 
Bending  over  the  crippled  and  often  those  desperately 
ill,  emergency  cases,  critical  confinement  cases — her  long 
hours  were  a  ceaseless  round  of  ministries  to  suffering 
humanity.  Bathing  those  who  never  had  a  bath  before, 
removing  vermin-filled  clothing,  cleansing  old  and  foul 
sores,  bending  and  reaching  and  lifting — she  served  her 
Lord  by  serving  others. 

"Added  to  the  care  and  supervision  of  the  sick  were 
countless  other  duties  of  hospital  co-ordination — the 
operating  room  with  its  technique  ready  for  doctors  and 
patient,  the  drug  room  and  supplies,  assisting  in  the 
daily  clinics,  looking  after  untrained  workmen  who  had 
never  known  the  meaning  of  western  medicine  and 
what  a  hospital  stands  for,  and  nurses  in  training,  the 
first  generation  from  a  pagan  life,  being  introduced  in- 
to modern  methods  of  the  care  of  the  sick.  These  often 
brought  their  trials  to  the  flesh  and  with  Edna  as  the 
only  foreign  nurse  through  most  of  her  years  of  serv- 
ice, one  can  readily  see  why  her  hours  on  duty  were 
often  long.  Lack  of  equipment,  too,  often  added  in- 
convenience and  extra  anxiety  as  well. 

"Her  relationship  to  her  Chinese  helpers  was  fine.  She 
did  not  demand  too  much  of  them.     She  loved  her  boys 
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and  girls  in  nurses'  training.  Many  of  these  today  are 
in  service  in  a  similar  way  somewhere  in  their  great 
fatherland  and  carry  in  their  hearts  the  memory  of  her 
tireless  devotion  and  patience  and  courage  that  she 
always  showed  in  their  behalf.  One  of  these,  a  poor 
lad  with  a  widowed  mother,  was  among  her  first  nurses 
in  training.  In  him  she  had  a  special  interest.  He  later 
married  Beautiful  Jade,  one  of  the  first  girl  graduates 
as  a  nurse.  Today  he  is  a  capable  pharmacist  in  the 
Ping  Ting  Hospital.  This  fine  young  couple  were  as  her 
foster  children.  Nothing  gave  her  greater  joy  than  to 
receive  letters  from  her  boys  and  girls  who  year  after 
year  found  places  of  service  in  other  hospitals  through- 
out China  and  to  know  they  were  doing  well. 

"The  years  wore  on.  Her  naturally  strong  body  be- 
gan to  break  under  the  continual  wear  of  long,  arduous 
work.  Her  steps  grew  slower  up  the  hill.  The  color  of 
health  was  giving  way  to  pallor.  'Edna,  you  are  not 
feeling  well,  are  you?'  I  asked  one  day.  She  replied, 
'Oh,  a  little  tired.'  The  tiredness  grew.  The  strong 
body  broke  and  tuberculosis  laid  her  low.  She  had 
leaned  over  suffering  patients,  helping  to  dress  their  tu- 
bercular glands  and  lung  infections  so  many  times. 
Resistance  gave  way  and  she  fell  a  victim  to  the  disease 
which  carries  off  fifty  per  cent  of  the  Chinese  people. 
She  bore  their  sufferings  and  became  their  martyr.  It 
was  a  great  grief  and  disappointment  to  her  that  it  was 
necessary  for  her  to  come  to  the  homeland  to  recuper- 
ate. And  now  after  eight  years  in  the  homeland,  she 
has  gone  home  to  serve  more  victoriously  the  Master 
whom  she  served  so  faithfully  among  the  Chinese.  I 
missed  so  much  her  coming  up  the  little  hill  and  into 
my  home  for  our  heart-to-heart  chats,  but  a  precious 
picture  of  her  quiet,  but  active,  courageous  life  hangs 
on  the  walls  of  my  memory.  It  is  not  possible  to  do 
justice  to  such  a  life  in  these  brief  lines." 

Edna  was  one  of  those  quiet  workers  of  whom  her 
friends  and  the  church  heard  little.  Public  speaking, 
leading  meetings  and  writing  for  publication  were  not 
along  her  line.  Only  a  couple  times  during  her  four- 
teen years  on  the  field  did  she  ever  write  anything 
about  the  work  which  engaged  her  so  joyously  and  un- 
stintingly.  She  was  exceedingly  modest  about  any  con- 
tributions that  she  might  give  through  her  pen,  leaving 
it  for  others  to  tell;  yet  her  heroic  service  and  varied 
experience  in  the  medical  field,  little  of  which  has  ever 
been  told,  are  unwritten  chapters  in  the  life  of  another 
apostle.  Sometimes  when  she  realized  that  in  the  hum- 
drum of  routine  work  there  was  nothing  spectacular  to 
tell  or  see  about  her  work,  she  would  say,  "Well,  I  am 
nothing  but  an  old  shoe."  This  was  characteristic  of 
her  for  she,  too,  was  very  comfortable  and  necessary, 
but  not  at  all  showy.  However,  the  patients  who  were 
under  her  care  did  very  much  appreciate  her  and  as  one 
met  them  in  the  city  or  country,  they  would  often  ex- 
press that  appreciation.  Edna  was  not  very  expressive 
of  her  feelings,  but  she  did  many  little  kind  acts  that 
no  one  knew  anything  about.  Most  faithfully  she  served 
her  beloved  Chinese. 

Edna  was  not  the  sentimental  type.  This  may  have 
caused  some  to  think  that  she  was  not  deeply  religious, 
but  those  who  knew  her  best  found  in  her  constant  spir- 
itual inspiration.  She  believed  firmly  that  God  directs 
the  plans  of  those  who  commit  their  lives  to  him.  She 
was  a  very  wholesome  friend  who  never  let  an  unkind 
(Continued   on  Page   18) 


Missionary  Society  Program  for  February 

BY  ESTHER   E.   BEAHM 

How  many  have  used  the  expression,  "I  will  not 
kowtow  to  him"?  If  you  have,  you  will  be  interested 
in  the  second  lesson  in  Stand  By  for  China,  where  we 
shall  learn  the  origin  of  kowtow.  Our  contacts  with 
China  are  older  than  some  of  us  realize. 

Not  all  of  our  contacts  have  been  as  harmless  as  the 
word  kowtow.  "It  is  a  common  saying  that  the  Bible 
and  gunboats  entered  the  China  Sea  together." 

We  can  still  be  happy  that  while  opium  was  being 
introduced  there  were  faithful  Christians  carrying  the 
good  news  there  also. 

In  reading  this  mission  study  book  we  shall  find  our- 
selves running  into  one  interesting  event  after  another. 
Many  of  these  events  cause  us  to  admire  the  Chinese. 

To  learn  all  these  interesting  things  about  China  you 
must  read  the  foreign  mission  study  book.  Write  to 
the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111.,  and  ask  for 
Stand  By  for  China,  price  sixty  cents  per  copy,  also 
ask  for  the  program  suggestions  for  the  leader,  price 
twenty-five  cents. 

Even  if  we  do  study  this  foreign  book  we  will  also 
want  to  read  the  home  book  too,  Uprooted  Americans, 
sixty  cents,  and  the  guide  for  the  leader,  twenty-five 
cents. 

Chicago,  III. 

»  ♦  » 

What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  February  8-15 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

The  attention  of  those  who  pray  for  the  missionaries 
is  called  to  Africa  during  this  week.  The  Prayer  Calen- 
dar gives  the  names  of  Harold  and  Gladys  Royer, 
Evelyn  Horn,  Grayce  Brumbaugh  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Homer  Burke. 

Several  changes  have  occurred  since  the  printing  of 
the  Prayer  Calendar.  Instead  of  the  Royers  living  at 
Lassa,  they  are  now  at  Marama.  Turn  to  the  Gospel 
Messenger  of  Dec.  7  and  read  again  the  account  of  A 
Sunday  Service  for  Women,  by  Gladys  Royer,  and  to 
page  14  of  the  Dec.  28  issue  for  Harold  Royer's  descrip- 
tion of  African  farming.  Both  of  these  articles  will  fur- 
nish many  items  for  prayer. 

In  the  special  Africa  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
Grayce  Brumbaugh  of  Lassa  has  given  us  an  interest- 
ing story  of  the  girl  named  Broken  Pride.  This  is  not 
only  the  story  of  a  girl,  but  it  shows  the  duties  of  the 
missionary  nurse.  The  nurse  on  the  mission  field  gives 
unstintingly  of  her  time,  strength  and  skill.  Sister 
Brumbaugh  will  be  grateful  for  our  prayers. 

Nurse  Evelyn  Horn  returned  to  her  work  in  Africa 
in  the  spring  of  1940.  She  is  located  at  Garkida  and 
carries  on  the  nursing  work  in  the  Kulp  Memorial  Hos- 
pital. Sister  Horn  went  to  Africa  in  1930.  This  means 
that  ten  years  of  service  have  been  given  in  restoring 
those  who  were  sick  and  in  teaching  the  people  to 
know  and  practice  the  laws  of  health. 

Dr.  Homer  Burke  and  Marguerite  Burke  are  now 
living  in  Indiana.  Although  they  have  not  returned  to 
Africa,  they  are  busy  ministering  to  the  physical  needs 
of  people. 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


WORSHIP 

Thoughts  of  God 

Our  shipment  of  Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys  and  Girls 
has  now  arrived.  This  booklet  contains  nearly  fifty 
worship  services  for  children  to  be  used  in  the  home. 
It  uses  stories,  pictures,  Bible  references,  prayers,  and 
hymns  to  help  boys  and  girls,  men  and  women,  to  see 
God's  love  in  the  world  about  them.  It  is  just  the 
thing  for  our  day. 

These  services  are  arranged  to  begin  with  Ash  Wed- 
nesday, Feb.  26,  and  continue  to  Easter. 

Every  home  should  know  about  these  booklets. 
Single  copies  are  10c  each,  in  quantities  of  25  or  more, 
8c  each.  Order  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Education, 
22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


WOMEN'S    WORK 

Candlelight  Installation  Service 

Arranged  by  Mrs.  Dan  Fierheller,  Freeport,  Illinois 
This  installation  service  is  designed  for  use  by  an  aid 
society  with  the  following  officers:  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary-treasurer,  assistant  secretary- 
treasurer,  work  superintendent  and  assistant,  mission- 
ary chairman  and  assistant,  flower  committee  chair- 
man and  assistant,  birthday  secretary  and  assistant, 
and  secret  sister  secretary  and  assistant.  The  leader 
in  this  ceremony  is  the  pastor,  or  someone  chosen  to 
take  his  place. 

The  room  is  arranged  with  a  large  lighted  candle  on 
a  table,  the  leader  at  one  side,  and  the  group  of  offi- 
cers at  the  other  side,  each  with  an  unlighted  candle 
in  her  hand.  The  rest  of  the  members  of  the  society 
sit  facing  the  table  and  leader. 

The  ceremony  begins  with  the  leader  reading  the 
list  of  officers.  They  respond  by  standing  and  forming 
their  group  at  the  side. 

The  entire  group  sings:  The  Light  of  the  World  Is 
Jesus. 

Leader:  As  the  ladies'  aid  group  of  this  church  you 
have  elected  these  officers  for  the  following  year 
(names  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and  as- 
sistant secretary.  Each  steps  forward  as  her  name  is 
called). 

The  duties  of  president  are  to  preside  at  meetings, 
look  after  devotions,   carry  the  welfare  of  the  group. 

The  vice-president  is  to  carry  on  in  the  absence  of 
the  president. 

The  secretary-treasurer  should  keep  accurate  records 
of  actions  and  financial  transactions,  remember  the  sick, 
etc. 

The  assistant  is  to  help  in  any  way  called  on,  and  to 
function  in  the  absence  of  the  secretary. 

Jesus  is  the  Light  of  the  world.  We  are  his  light  in 
the  world.  The  large  candle  represents  the  light  of 
Christ.  These  officers,  as  an  indication  that  they  re- 
ceive their  help  from  the  Lord,  will  light  their  candles 
from  the  large  candle. 

The  group  sings:    My  Faith  Looks  Up  to  Thee. 

Leader:  The  work  superintendent  and  assistant,  mis- 
sionary chairman  and  assistant  will  now  step  forward. 

The   duties   of   work   superintendent   are   to   arrange 


for  the  sewing  that  is  done  and  the  sale  at  Christmas 
time,  take  orders  for  new  work,  give  out  work  to  be 
done,  collect  it  when  finished  and  launder  it  ready  for 
sale. 

The  duties  of  missionary  chairman  are  to  keep  alive 
the  missionary  zeal  of  the  whole  church,  arrange  for 
our  monthly  study  programs,  and  twice  a  year  to  ar- 
range for  Sunday  evening  church  programs. 

As  an  indication  that  they  too  receive  their  help  from 
the  Lord,  these  officers  will  now  light  their  candles 
from  the  large  one. 

The  group  sings:    Into  My  Heart. 

Leader:  The  flower  committee  and  assistant,  birth- 
day secretary  and  assistant  and  secret  sister  chairman 
and  assistant  will  now  please  step  forward. 

The  duties  of  the  flower  committee  are  to  provide 
flowers  for  the  church  whenever  possible. 

The  duties  of  the  birthday  committee  are  to  remem- 
ber each  lady  with  a  birthday  card,  and  to  arrange  for 
the  annual  birthday  picnic. 

The  duties  of  the  secret  sister  chairman  are  to  bring 
cheer  and  inspiration  into  our  lives  by  a  little  fun  and 
friendliness. 

These  officers  also,  as  an  indication  of  their  desire  to 
receive  their  help  from  Jesus,  will  light  their  candles 
from  the  large  one. 

The  group  sings:    I  Can  Hear  My  Savior  Calling. 

Leader:  As  these  officers  endeavor  to  serve  you  as 
lightbearers,  those  who  do  not  hold  a  particular  office 
at  this  time  can  make  a  great  contribution  toward  an 
environment  which  will  make  the  lights  burn  brightly. 
You  owe  to  the  work,  for  the  sake  of  the  officers  and 
the  welfare  of  the  entire  group,  your  support  and  co- 
operation. Thus  you  can  build  a  radiance  of  light 
which  will  shine  beyond  your  local  borders.  The  light 
from  above,  represented  by  the  large  candle,  shines 
most  radiantly.  But  even  though  it  does  shine  bright- 
ly in  the  upper  tower,  it  is  essential  that  the  lower 
lights  be  kept  burning  also.  Let  the  lower  lights  be 
burning  that  we  may  send  a  gleam  across  the  wave.  In 
this  way  some  struggling  seaman  may  be  rescued  and 
saved  for  the  God  above. 

The  group  sings:  Brightly  Beams  Our  Father's  Mer- 
cy (officers  hold  candles  high). 

Leader:    Prayer  of  consecration. 

Leader:  As  these  candles  are  blown  out,  let  the 
flame  go  from  the  candle  into  our  hearts,  there  to  re- 
main burning  brightly  throughout  the  year. 

The  candles  are  blown  out. 


MEN'S   WORK 

Middle  Iowa  Sectional  Conferences  of  Men's  Work 
Western  Sectional  Conference 

By  Martin  Stine.  Dallas  Center,  Iowa 
The  Western  Sectional  Conference  of  Men's  Work 
consisting  of  Beaver,  Panora,  Dallas  Center  and  Panther 
Creek  congregations  met  at  the  Dallas  Center  church  on 
Sunday  evening,  Dec.  15.  The  helpful  program  was  ar- 
ranged by  Bro.  Harry  Smith,  vice-president  of  the  mid- 
dle district  cabinet  of  men's  work. 

Following  a  potluck  supper  at  6:30,  worship  was  led 
by  Brethren  Ray  Bentall  and  William  Stine.  Cecil 
Nissly  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  Projects  for  1941. 
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Harl  Russell  of  Marshalltown,  national  president  of 
men's  work,  was  the  main  speaker  of  the  evening,  and 
as  usual  gave  us  much  food  for  thought. 

Group  singing  was  led  by  V.  I.  Marshall.  Our  only 
regret  was  the  small  attendance  due  to  a  severe  storm. 

Central  Sectional  Conference 

By  Elroy  J.  Youker,  Marshalltown,  Iowa 

The  Middle  Sectional  Conference  of  Men's  Work  was 
held  at  the  Fernald  church,  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  8, 
1940. 

There  were  excellent  delegations  from  the  Prairie 
City  church,  Des  Moines  Valley  church,  Indian  Creek 
church  and  Iowa  River  church. 

We  feel  that  the  conference  will  cause  us  to  take 
more  interest  in  men's  work,  because  we  have  been 
shown  the  need  of  men's  work  and  what  we  could  do 
as  an  organization. 

We  met  from  6:30  to  7:30  o'clock  for  a  fellowship 
lunch  at  which  time  we  had  an  opportunity  to  get  ac- 
quainted. At  7:30  we  began  our  program.  It  consisted 
of  two  songs  by  the  congregation,  led  by  Bro.  G.  W. 
Keedy,  and  the  Scripture  reading  by  Bro.  E.  J.  Youker. 
Prayer  was  offered  by  Bro.  Ralph  Quakenbush.  There 
was  a  duet  number  by  Iowa  River.  A  very  challenging 
address  was  given  by  Bro.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  church.  Offertory  prayer  was  given  by 
Bro.  Glen  Baird,  pastor  of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  church. 

We  feel  that  our  sectional  conference  was  success- 
ful  and   we   look   forward   to   another   one   next   year. 


MUSIC 

A  Revival  of  Music 

By   Wilbur   M.    Bantz,    Toledo,    Ohio 

Perhaps  the  term  revival  of  music  is  rather  new  in 
the  terminology  of  most  church  people,  but  during  the 
week  of  Thanksgiving,  such  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Toledo  church.  It  was  one  of  the  most  profitable  meet- 
ings we  have  ever  had. 

Last  spring  Prof.  Alvin  Brightbill  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  conducted  a  district-wide  music  institute  for 
the  Board  of  Christian  Education  of  Northwestern  Ohio. 
Some  members  of  the  Toledo  church  attended,  and  re- 
turned with  the  determination  that  a  similar  meeting 
should  be  held  in  the  local  church.  The  plan  and  ar- 
rangements were  finally  completed,  so  that  the  revival 
of  music  would  begin  Nov.  17,  and  continue  through 
the  week  ending  with  the  district-wide  young  people's 
rally  on  Nov.  23  and  24. 

Bro.  Brightbill  arrived  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Nov. 
16,  and  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  go  in  search  of  a 
reed  organ.  One  was  finally  located  and  transported  to 
the  church,  where  it  was  completely  overhauled  and 
put  in  good  shape  for  worship  on  Sunday  morning.  It 
was  an  unusual  experience  for  the  members  of  the 
congregation  as  they  gathered  to  worship,  for  a  very 
few  believed  that  a  reed  organ  could  be  played  so 
beautifully.  After  using  it  for  a  couple  of  days,  one 
of  the  members  conceived  how  it  might  be  amplified 
through  a  loud  speaker.  With  some  experimenting  it 
was  found  that  we  had  something  that  would  answer 
very  well  as  a  substitute  for  an  electric  organ,  and 
without  a  great  amount  of  expense  to  the  church. 

The  main  session  of  the  revival  of  music  was  held 
in  the  evening,  the  program  consisting  largely  of  il- 
lustrated hymn  singing,  hymn  appreciation,  and  special 


lectures.  In  these  lectures  Bro.  Brightbill  clearly 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  a  proper  Christian  spirit, 
right  thoughts  and  attitudes,  together  with  good  Chris- 
tian living  as  being  most  essential  to  good  music  and 
vital  life-giving  worship.  As  he  talked  one  searched 
within,  while  desires  arose  to  surrender  our  sins,  envies, 
bitterness,  hurt  feelings,  for  all  had  to  go  if  worship 
was  to  be  meaningful.  One  would  hardly  think  of  a 
revival  in  music  in  terms  of  changed  lives  and  revived 
personalities,  yet  it  was  just  that.  It  was  a  revival  of 
goodwill,  of  life  and  renewed  service. 

I  can  highly  recommend  such  a  meeting  in  any 
church.  However,  I  can  see  no  other  one  doing  in  such 
a  meeting  what  Bro.  Brightbill  does  for  a  church. 
He  has  a  profound  understanding  of  hymnology,  togeth- 
er with  an  unusual  insight  into  the  problems  of  human 
personalities,  coupled  with  an  ability  to  enthuse  and 
inspire  until  one  is  not  content  without  surrendering 
everything  that  might  hinder  a  vital  experience  of  wor- 
ship. If  the  worship  service  is  not  invigorating  and 
life-giving,  Bro.  Brightbill  will  tell  you  that  the  trouble 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  hymns  that  are  sung,  or  the 
sermon  that  is  given,  but  rather  in  the  lives  of  the 
worshipers. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Part  III.     Devotedness  to  Duty 

Scripture:     Luke  13:  1-6 

Sunday,  February  23 

Note:  Assign  persons  to  read  and  discuss  each  of  the 
parables,  then  let  the  group  discuss  the  issues  involved. 

I.  The  Duty  of  Being  Useful  (Luke  13:  6-9) 

1.  The  fig  tree  was  deliberately  planted  in  a  choice 
place  for  a  purpose.  This  fact  placed  it  under  obliga- 
tion to  do  its  best. 

2.  For  three  years  it  produced  no  fruit,  (a)  Therefore 
there  was  no  justification  for  its  living,  (b)  Worse  than 
this,  it  hindered  other  plants  from  producing. 

3.  The  gardener  was  patient  and  pleaded  for  another 
chance. 

4.  The  parable  evidently  teaches  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
nations,  churches,  and  men  to  be  useful,  or  encounter 
disaster.     Each  has  been  bought  with  a  price. 

5.  The  best  security  for  any  nation,  church  or  person 
is  real  service  rendered.  When  service  ceases,  God  and 
mankind  co-operate  in  removing  the  offender  so  as  to 
give  room  to  another  which  offers  promise.  Give  ex- 
amples. 

6.  What  are  the  contributions  that  a  nation  should  be 
making  to  its  people  and  the  world  today? 

7.  What  are  the  contributions  a  church  should  be 
making  to  its  members,  its  community,  its  world? 

8.  What  are  the  ways  for  individuals  young  and  old 
to  be  useful  in  our  day? 

II.  The  Duty  to  Unending  Labor  (Luke  17:  7-10) 

1.  In  Christ's  day,  after  the  day's  work  in  the  field, 
the  servant  expected  to  serve  supper  to  his  master  be- 
fore taking  his  own.     For  this  double  duty  he  got  no 
special  thanks.     He  was  still  an  unprofitable  servant. 
(Continued   on  Page   18) 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  9 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Christian  Attitude  Toward 

Possessions.— Luke   16:  10-15,   19-23. 

Christian  Workers.  Humility.     Luke  14:7-11;  18:9-14. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Searching  the  Scripture  for  Truths. 

Intermediates,  Our  Church  During  the  Year. 

•  •      • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  West  Conestoga  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  First 
church,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Franklin  Grove  church,  111., 
Bro.  S.  L.  Cover,  pastor. 

Thirty-five  baptized  in  the  Hagerstown  church,  Md., 
Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Midland  church,  Mich.,  Brother 
and  Sister  Ralph  Rarick,  evangelists. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Stony  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Albright  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jesse 
W.  Whitacre,  evangelist;  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  elder. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Union  Bridge  church,  Pipe  Creek 
congregation,  Md.,  Bro.  Rufus  P.  Bucher,  evangelist. 

Twenty-eight  baptized  in  the  Akron  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist;  Bro.  David  H.  Snader, 
elder.  •       •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  March  31,  in 
the  Muncie  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  March  17  to  30, 
in  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Charles  A.  Light  of  Howe,  Ind.,  March  16,  in  the 
Pleasant  Center  church,  Ohio. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Garry  Cleveland  Myers,  well-known  authority 
on  the  problems  of  parenthood  and  child  training,  may 
now  be  reached  most  easily  by  addressing  him  at  1018 
S.  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  was  here  too  the  other  day 
with  her  cheery  "God  bless  you"  and  it  is  hard  to  real- 
ize that  she  has  thirty  years  of  service  in  India  behind 
her,  not  to  speak  of  the  twenty-odd  she  did  in  America 
before  going  abroad.  She  is  certainly  not  tired  even 
though  she  has  retired  from  one  phase  of  her  strenuous 
activities.     Watch  her  keep  working. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  is  now 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Neffsville 
Brethren  Home,  succeeding  to  the  place  made  vacant  by 
the  death  of  the  late  Eld.  Chas.  D.  Cassel.  Bro.  H.  L. 
Hess  and  wife,  former  steward  and  stewardess,  have 
been  reappointed  to  these  positions.  The  latest  report 
of  Secretary  John  C.  Zug  says,  "The  Home  is  filled  to 
capacity." 

After  the  other  mention  of  Sister  Shumaker  was  put 
into  type  she  suffered  a  severe  attack  of  influenza  and 


thus  was  prevented  from  keeping  her  engagement  to 
speak  at  the  Southern  Ohio  mission  rally  last  Sunday. 
Guest  of  her  former  fellow  missionaries,  Anetta  Mow 
and  Ellen  Wagoner,  Sunday  night  she  was  removed  to 
Sherman  Hospital  in  Elgin.  She  needs  your  prayers. 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Bible  Institute  in  the  Raisin  church  of  Northern 
California  will  be  held  Feb.  9  to  14,  with  President  C. 
Ernest  Davis  and  Bro.  Frank  D.  Howell  of  La  Verne 
College  as  the  instructors.  "There  will  be  two  periods 
each  evening.    Surrounding  churches  are  invited." 

Ministers  will  note  that  the  following  Gish  books  are 
no  longer  available  at  Gish  Fund  prices:  233.  Psy- 
chology for  Christian  Teachers;  237.  What  Shall  I  Do 
With  Jesus?  242.  Christian  Home  Making;  243.  Youth 
and  the  Way  of  Jesus;  250.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
Vol.  I. 

The  Director  of  Missions  for  Eastern  Virginia,  Bro. 
Luther  L.  Mason,  says  the  district  is  looking  toward 
providing  pastoral  care  for  members  living  in  the  Nor- 
folk-Newport News  area.  Do  you  know  of  any  such? 
If  so,  please  give  names  and  addresses  to  Pastor  W.  Har- 
old Row,  2215  E.  Broad  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

The  figures  on  page  2,  and  those  given  in  the  editorial 
on  the  Improved  Messenger  Club  Plan,  will  be  out  of 
date  by  the  time  you  read  them.  How  else  could  it  be 
at  the  peak  of  Messenger  renewals  and  with  the  en- 
thusiastic response  to  the  improved  or  100%  Messenger 
club  plan?  Last  Friday,  or  Jan.  31,  there  were  192  100% 
clubs  with  a  total  of  5,075  old  subscribers,  4,099  new 
subscribers  and  429  on  the  free  list. 

This  was  Christian  Mission  week  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  with  such  leaders  as  E.  Stanley  Jones,  Norman  Vin- 
cent Peale,  Paul  B.  Kern,  Adolph  Keller,  Roy  Burk- 
hart,  Warren  D.  Bowman  and  others.  Tuesday,  Feb.  4, 
was  Brethren  Day  as  arranged  by  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Cur- 
ry, Executive  Secretary  for  the  Southeastern  Region. 
Sorry  we  did  not  know  about  it  in  time  to  tell  you  in 
advance,  so  you  could  have  shared  in  the  blessing. 

Tomorrow,  Feb.  9.  at  2:30  P.  M.,  in  the  Fostoria  church 
of  Northwestern  Ohio,  a  new  pulpit  Bible  will  be  dedi- 
cated to  the  memory  of  Stephen  and  Nora  Berkebile, 
who  first  served  this  church  in  a  regular  pastorate  and 
later  were  missionaries  to  India.  The  address  will  be 
given  by  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery,  who  begins  a  two  weeks' 
evangelistic  meeting  with  the  morning  service.  Recog- 
nition of  recent  redecorating  and  repairs  and  a  basket 
dinner  at  noon  will  feature  the  day's  program. 

Northwestern  Ohio,  please  note:  "Since  our  regular 
district  meeting  will  be  March  18-20,  your  district  meet- 
ing officials  thought  it  not  necessary  to  call  a  special 
district  conference  ...  to  meet  the  present  emergency 
[we]  do  feel  it  necessary  to  call  all  pastors  and  elders, 
with  one  or  two  of  their  leading  deacons  or  laymen  to 
a  special  meeting  in  the  Deshler  church  on  Sunday  aft- 
ernoon, Feb.  9,  at  2:15  .  .  .  important  that  every  church 
be  represented.  ...  If  impossible  for  the  pastor  to  at- 
tend [let]  one  or  two  responsible  people  be  sent  as  dele- 
gates .  .  .  make  the  necessary  sacrifice  to  be  present." 
— Wilbur  M.  Bantz,  acting  temporarily  as  district  pro- 
motional secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 
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Too  late  for  insertion  in  the  program  of  the  Central 
West  Regional  Conference  to  be  held  at  McPherson, 
Kans.,  Feb.  23-28,  and  as  printed  on  pages  18  and  19  of 
last  Week's  Messenger,  we  have  notice  from  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Mathis  of  three  additions.  At  3:10  P.  M.  on  Monday- 
there  will  be  a  program  for  pastors'  wives  and  lay  wom- 
en with  M.  R.  Zigler  leading  a  discussion  on  How  Wom- 
en's Organizations  May  Help  Promote  the  Program  Out- 
lined by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  At  the  same 
hour  on  Tuesday  lay  women  will  discuss  What  a  Lay 
Woman  Has  a  Right  to  Expect  of  Her  Pastor's  Wife.  On 
Wednesday  pastors'  wives  will  present  What  a  Pastor's 
Wife  Has  a  Right  to  Expect  of  the  Lay  Women. 

Serving  Bonds.  Many  inquiries  come  in  as  to  the 
plan  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  certificates.  A 
good  name  for  these  would  be  "serving  bonds."  These 
are  issued  in  denominations  of  five,  ten,  twenty-five, 
fifty,  and  one  hundred  dollars.  They  are  printed  in  de- 
nominations of  this  amount.  They  are  issued  only  when 
an  individual  sends  in  money,  asking  the  issuance  of 
one  of  these  certificates.  In  many  cases  the  congrega- 
tion is  putting  on  a  movement  giving  individual  oppor- 
tunity to  contribute  in  these  amounts  and  to  have  the  lo- 
cal treasurer  send  the  money  and  names  in  to  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board.  Samples  of  these  certificates  are 
available  in  any  moderate  quantity  which  you  might 
need  to  set  forth  the  idea  in  your  local  church.  The 
money  received  on  this  plan  is  used  for  any  purpose  of 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  with  special  reference 
to  the  expense  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service. 

Oakland  Is  Ready!  The  Oakland,  Calif.,  clothing 
depot  is  ready  to  handle  any  amount  of  clothing  that 
the  churches  can  send.  We  have  had  a  taste  already, 
and  can  better  judge  the  time  and  effort  required.  Sev- 
enteen boxes  and  eleven  sacks  have  been  received  here 
and  sorted  and  packed.  Almost  all  of  it  has  been  first 
class  and  in  good  condition.  Everyone  becomes  enthusi- 
astic when  they  think  of  the  need  and  how  much  this 
warm  clothing  will  be  appreciated  by  its  new  owners 
so  far  away.  Spring  is  coming.  Let  us  send  all  the 
heavy  and  warm  clothing  possible — now — especially 
boots  and  shoes  for  men  and  children;  underwear,  all 
kinds;  coats,  all  kinds;  suits  for  men;  shirts  for  men.  In 
addition,  blankets,  rugs,  sheets  and  bandages  are  very 
acceptable.  The  young  married  people  and  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  of  the  Oakland  church,  with  deep  convictions  on 
peace  and  goodwill,  promise  you  that  the  clothing  you 
send  will  be  treated  with  the  utmost  care  and  speed — 
for  the  "almost  limitless"  need. — Harry  Pobst,  5421  Fair- 
fax Avenue,  Oakland,  Calif.,  in  charge  of  the  Oakland 

depot. 

•       •       • 

Our  China  Missionaries 

Our  China  missionaries,  from  letters  just  received 
with  more  details,  were  happily  located  at  Peiping  and 
Tung  Chow.  They  are  finding  many  opportunities  for 
service  in  other  missions  temporarily,  since  so  many 
others  have  left  China.  Those  returning  to  America 
will  not  be  able  to  sail  before  late  in  February  and  per- 
haps March,  arriving  in  America  a  month  later.  They 
are  expecting  the  Chinese  church  and  leaders  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  church,  evangelism  and  schools.  Some 
institutions  are  closed  and  the  buildings  sealed  by  gov- 
ernment, with  personal  property  therein,  which  they 
hope  is  safe.  All  except  those  retiring  hope  to  return  to 
the  work  sometime.    Meanwhile  relief  to  thousands  and 


the  support  of  the  church  and  missionaries  must  go  on. 
They  need  our  spiritual  and  financial  support  quite  as 
much  as  before,  at  least  until  the  situation  may  become 
clearer  as  to  the  future.  But  the  needs  and  opportuni- 
ties in  the  Far  East  will  continue  to  be  the  greatest  chal- 
lenge to  Christianity,  for  there  is  more  than  one  fourth 
of  the  world  family.  The  rest  of  the  world  cannot  have 
peace  until  we  solve  their  problem. — C.  D.  B. 

•  •       • 

Bulletins  on  Selective  Service 

Bulletins  on  the  Selective  Service  and  Training  Act  of 
1940  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C, 
at  the  following  prices: 

Selective   Service   and   Training   Act   of   1940.     76-3   Public   Act 

783     5c 

Regulations: 

Vol.  1  Organization    and    Administration    10c 

Vol.  2  Registration       5c 

Vol.  3  Classification  and  Selection    10c 

Vol.  4  Delivery  and  Induction    5c 

Vol.  5  Finance     10c 

Vol.  6  Physical     Standards     10c 

It  is  believed  that  every  minister  should  have  Vol.  3 
on  Classification  and  Selection. 

Remittances  by  check  or  money  order  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents.  Remit- 
tances in  coins  and  currency  are  at  the  sender's  risk  and 
should  be  fastened  to  the  order  with  adhesive  tape  or 
paper.  Postage  stamps,  foreign  money,  and  defaced  or 
smooth  coins  are  not  acceptable.  Remittance  must  be 
made  in  advance  of  shipment. 

•  •       • 
Civilian  Public  Service  News 

The  government  had  estimated  earlier  that  there 
would  be  5,000  conscientious  objectors  annually  as- 
signed to  Civilian  Public  Service.  The  latest  figure  is 
6,700  men  already  classified  in  IV-E  and  eligible  for 
service  in  church-supervised  camps.  This  would  indi- 
cate that  the  annual  assignment  may  prove  to  be  from 
150%  to  200%  higher  than  was  originally  expected. 

The  first  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  were  sched- 
uled to  open  about  Feb.  4.  It  now  appears  that  the  Se- 
lective Service  Board  will  make  some  further  delay  in 
calling  conscientious  objectors  in  large  numbers.  This 
delay  will  be  helpful  to  the  church  in  more  completely 
organizing  camp  staffs  and  camp  finances.  It  is  ex- 
pected, however,  that  limited  numbers  of  our  young 
men  will  be  called  within  a  few  days. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Washington  City  church 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  has  opened  an  office  in 
the  parish  house  of  that  congregation,  337  North  Car- 
olina Ave.,  S.  E.,  for  handling  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice program  for  the  brotherhood.  This  will,  for  the 
time  being  at  least,  be  headquarters  for  the  National 
Director,  Paul  H.  Bowman,  loaned  temporarily  by 
Bridgewater  College,  and  office  secretary,  Louise  Miller 
of  the  Elgin  staff,  loaned  temporarily  by  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education.  The  church  at  large  should  be 
grateful  for  the  spirit  of  "lending"  in  this  noble  cause 
which  is  being  so  widely  demonstrated  throughout  the 
church.  All  matters  pertaining  to  the  Selective  Service 
Act,  Civilian  Public  Service,  and  the  conscientious  ob- 
jector should  be  addressed  to  this  office — 337  North 
Carolina  Ave.,  S.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C.  The  telephone 
number  is  Franklin  5924. 
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Edna  R.  Flory,  R.  N. 

(Continued  From   Page  13) 

word  pass  her  lips  against  a  colleague  on  the  field. 

Again  Sister  Bright  says,  "We  lived  as  neighbors  dur- 
ing most  of  her  years  on  the  field,  and  were  thus  closely 
associated.  The  picture  of  her  life  as  it  hangs  on  the 
walls  of  my  memory  is  framed  with  a  deliberate  calm- 
ness, steady,  never  excitable  and  hurried.  I  picture  her 
always  in  this  enviable  mood,  a  trait  so  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  Chinese  people.  She  loved  flowers  and  I 
can  see  her  moving  about  the  beds  of  summer  plants 
giving  directions  as  to  their  care  and  distribution.  She 
seemed  to  have  a  magic  touch  with  flowers  for  hers  al- 
ways grew  luxuriantly  as  they  did  not  grow  for  any  of 
the  rest  of  us.  Her  flowers  brought  her  great  pleasure. 
Her  windows  in  winter  were  fragrant  with  huge  blos- 
soms of  various  plants  and  in  these  silent  companions 
she  found  refreshing  joy  when  she  returned  from  hos- 
pital cares  and  responsibilities.  She  loved  to  share  her 
plants  with  others,  not  only  with  the  mission  family  but 
with  her  many  Chinese  friends.  Both  seeds  and  plants 
went  far  and  near,  bringing  joy  and  appreciation  and 
open  friendliness  through  this  quiet  ministry.  The  hos- 
pital buildings,  rooms  and  wards  and  grounds  reflected 
her  thoughtfulness  for  the  sick  and  convalescing  as  well 
as  for  the  staff  and  other  workers.  The  Chinese  are  pas- 
sionately fond  of  flowers  and  through  this  medium  she 
won  much  appreciation." 

When  in  a  group  of  children  or  among  friends,  Edna 
had  a  merry  heart.  She  knew  how  to  entertain  and 
make  folks  feel  at  ease.  The  missionary  children  adored 
her  for  they  knew  she  was  devoted  to  them.  For  her 
the  enjoyment  of  a  cup  of  coffee  with  a  fellow  mission- 
ary was  like  partaking  of  a  sacrament  of  fellowship. 
Her  friends  will  long  remember  the  occasion  when  Ed- 
na served  tea  to  all  the  Chinese  and  lady  missionaries 
on  the  day  when  Dr.  Hsu  brought  his  bride  home  to 
Ping  Ting. 

In  her  letters  during  the  last  few  years,  sometimes 
written  from  the  sanitarium,  she  would  often  say  that 
she  would  like  to  be  back  in  China  to  work  among  the 
older  women.    Her  heart  was  in  her  work  to  the  last. 


The  Marks  of  a  Christian 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 

2.  A  disciple  of  Jesus  has  cost  more  than  he  can  ever 
repay.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  earning  a  rest  in  the 
Christian  life. 

3.  There  is  no  time  when  a  Christian  may  discontinue 
giving  time,  strength,  talent  and  money  as  he  is  able  to 
the  work  of  Christ. 

4.  A  Christian  may  get  tired  in  service,  but  never  of 
the  service. 


YOUNG    PEOPLE 

Youth  Materials — New  and  Old 

Brethren  Youth  Programs  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet 
which  has  been  proving  very  helpful  to  program  com- 
mittees in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  groups  where  it  has  been 
used.  This  pamphlet  contains  suggestions  and  mater- 
ials for  twenty-four  programs.  There  are  four  pro- 
grams under  each  of  the  following  headings:  Our 
Brethren  Heritage,  Personal  Religious  Living,  Person- 
ality Problems,  Economics,  From  Friendship  to  Mar- 
riage, and  Life  Enrichment.     In  this  pamphlet  you  get 


for  only  twenty  cents  a  wealth  of  material  to  help  you 
plan  your  programs. 

The  Youth  Action  Guide  is  everything  that  its  title 
implies.  It  is  a  guide  for  organization,  leadership,  fi- 
nance and  program  building  in  the  local,  district,  re- 
gional and  national  B.  Y.  P.  D.  There  should  be  at 
least  one  copy  of  this  guide  in  each  young  people's 
group.  A  number  of  district  cabinets  are  placing  this 
pamphlet  into  each  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  planning  to  use  the 
reports  and  survey  sheets  in  strengthening  their  con- 
tacts with  the  local  groups.     The  price  is  fifteen  cents. 

In  the  Mental  Hygiene  Series  you  will  find  excellent 
material  for  programs  on  personality  development. 
Titles  of  the  chapters  are  sufficient  to  give  a  good  pic- 
ture of  the  contents.  They  are:  A  Cure  for  Loneli- 
ness, Taking  Second  Place  Gracefully,  Do  You  Feel 
Inferior?  Technique  of  Reconciliation,  So  You  Don't 
Like  People?  Handling  Differences  of  Opinion,  and 
Ability  to  Co-operate.     Price  fifteen  cents. 

Four  new  pieces  of  literature  merit  your  attention. 
Each  abounds  with  suggestions  for  youth  workers.  Or- 
der those  which  deal  with  your  work — all  are  free. 

Adult  Leaders  of  Youth — qualifications,  work  and  op- 
portunities of  the  adult  adviser. 

Suggested  Procedure  for  Youth  Work  in  the  Local 
Church- — additional  material  to  that  given  in  the  Youth 
Action  Guide. 

Suggestions  for  District  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinets — Copies 
have  been  mailed  to  each  district  cabinet.  Order  ad- 
ditional ones,  if  needed. 

Bibliography  for  Youth  Leaders — a  selected  list  of 
books  for  young  people  and  all  adult  leaders  of  youth 
including  the  Sunday-school  teacher. 

Order  all  materials  listed  from  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Northeastern  Kansas  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Rally 

The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  of  the  Northeastern  District  of 
Kansas  started  Saturday  afternoon,  Jan.  11,  with  the 
registration  of  the  young  people,  which  lasted  from 
4:00  to  5:00  p.m.  The  registration  fee  was  forty  cents. 
The  fee  included  three  meals  and  one  night's  lodging, 
besides  all  the  new  friends  that  were  made  and  the 
old  friendships  that  were  renewed. 

Our  pastor  counselor,  Raymond  Flory  of  Ottawa, 
led  the  first  activities  of  the  evening  by  leading  us  in 
some  get  acquainted  games. 

After  we  had  played  a  few  games  the  ladies  of  the 
church  who  had  been  preparing  the  evening  meal  an- 
nounced that  they  were  ready  to  serve  us.  The  menu 
consisted  of  steak,  scalloped  potatoes,  green  beans,  rolls 
and  butter,  and  other  good  things.  While  we  were  eat- 
ing we  enjoyed  a  welcome  from  Ottawa  and  a  response 
from  Morrill.  Gladys  Shank,  our  camp  songbird,  led 
us  in  some  camp  songs,  accompanied  by  Willodene  Ar- 
go.  Ethel  Rhoades  treated  us  with  a  musical  reading 
entitled  Talk,  Talk,  Talk.  Miss  Mary  Lowe  of  Sa- 
betha,  who  was  the  toastmistress,  introduced  the  speak- 
er of  the  evening,  Bro.  Ira  Brammell,  who  gave  us  a 
very  inspiring  talk. 

After  the  banquet  we  departed  to  the  places  where  we 
were   to   stay   for   the   night,   only  to   rise   about   five- 
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thirty  o'clock  in  order  to  get  dressed  and  to  church  for 
the  morning  watch  led  by  the  writer.  The  theme  was 
Youth  in  Christian  Service. 

After  morning  watch  breakfast  was  served  in  the 
basement  of  the  church. 

The  regular  morning  Sunday-school  services  were  in 
charge  of  the  regular  officers. 

The  morning  address  was  in  charge  of  President  V. 
F.  Schwalm  of  McPherson  College.  Some  of  the  many 
high  points  of  his  talk  were:  (1)  We  should  hear  more 
about  character  and  less  about  glamour.  (2)  Religious 
experience  is  at  the  bottom  of  every  great  personality. 
(3)    Moral  problems  are  at  the  bottom  of  everything. 

In  the  afternoon  Bro.  Hylton  Harmon  of  Kansas  City, 
with  the  help  of  some  of  the  group,  discussed  the  atti- 
tude of  the  true  conscientious  objector. 

In  the  afternoon  we  also  had  a  business  meeting  in 
which  we  discussed  such  things  as  the  budget  and  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution. 

About  five  o'clock  we  had  a  consecration  service  and 
closed  the  rally. 

Topeka,  Kans.  Wilmer  Moffet. 


"I  Am  Going  to  Sentence  You  .  .  . 
And  I  Feel  Like  Pontius  Pilate" 

These  are  the  words  expressed  by  Judge  Welsh  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  recent  trial  of  Arle  Brooks,  an 
employee  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
who  along  with  143  others  in  our  country  did  not  regi- 
ster last  Oct.  16.  Arle  Brooks,  whom  the  writer  knows 
intimately,  is  now  serving  out  his  term  of  a  year  and 
a  day  in  the  Federal  penitentiary  at  Danbury,  Conn. 
The  following  story  is  an  eyewitness  account  of  the 
trial. 

About  175  of  us  Brethren,  Quakers,  Mennonites,  and 
other  interested  persons  packed  a  Philadelphia  court- 
room on  January  10  to  witness  the  trial  of  our  friend, 
Arle  Brooks,  who  could  not  register  for  military  con- 
scription. 

As  the  men  and  women  of  the  jury  and  the  attorneys 
casually  took  their  places,  the  usual  number  of  news- 
papermen bustled  about,  getting  last-minute  informa- 
tion, unaware  that  this  trial  was  going  to  move  them 
as  "a  strange  drama,  one  almost  without  parallel,  in  the 
courtroom." 

As  Judge  George  Welsh  spoke  calmly,  "Arle,  will 
you  take  the  stand,  please,"  a  sudden  hush  stilled  the 
jammed  court. 

The  prisoner  began  in  a  steady,  kindly,  yet  deter- 
mined voice,  "My  conscience  forbade  me  to  register  un- 
der the  Selective  Service  Training  Act  of  1940." 

Later  he  declared:  "I  believe  in  and  have  worked  for 
the  brotherhood  of  man  which  is  the  highest  form  of 
democracy.  I  have  worked  with  children  of  the  slums 
in  Chicago.  I  have  worked  with  transients,  with  relief 
people,  and  prisoners  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  with 
sharecroppers  in  Mississippi.  ...  I  cannot  agree  with 
those  who  believe  that  registration  is  a  mere  census. 
Registration  is  the  first  and  necessary  step  for  con- 
scription. My  conscience  will  not  permit  me  to  take 
that  first  step." 

Arle's  attorney,  a  Quaker  lawyer,  continued:  "Arle 
Brooks  has  never  injured  any  fellow  man,  and  his  sole 
crime  is  that  he  is  unwilling  to  enroll  himself  among 


those  who  may  be  called  upon  to  learn  to  kill  their 
fellow  man." 

As  the  trial  proceeded  the  feeling  grew  more  tense; 
we  edged  closer  to  the  fronts  of  our  seats.  The  gov- 
ernment attorney  expressed  his  respect  for  Arle  but 
asked  that  a  substantial  sentence  be  imposed. 

It  was  now  the  judge's  turn  to  address  the  prisoner 
and  fix  sentence.  As  he  began,  we — the  spectators,  the 
newspapermen,  attorneys,  and  the  jury — sensed  that 
we  were  becoming  a  part  of  something  strange,  heart- 
stirring,  and  powerful.  Before  us  was  a  judge  at  once 
profoundly  moved  and  torn  between  two  loyalties.  The 
law  which  he  felt  duty  bound  to  uphold  even  unto 
death  compelled  him  to  put  prison  stripes  on  a  young 
man  whose  conscience  and  past  life  revealed  an  integ- 
rity which  he,  Judge  Welsh,  respected  and  felt  with 
his  whole  being.  The  magistrate  like  a  strong  yet  ten- 
der father  began: 

"Arle,  I  know  that  you  have  thought  over  this  sub- 
ject for  some  time.  I  am  convinced  that  your  action  here 
is  not  precipitous,  and  you  must  in  the  quiet  solitude 
of  your  own  closet  have  tried  to  wrestle  with  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  you  should  do.  .  .  .  And  to  a  young  man 
of  your  age,  .  .  .  refined,  and  with  a  spiritually  open 
eye,  you  must  have  been  torn.  I  can  remember  exactly 
when  I  was  your  age,  and  I  know  just  how  you  feel.  I 
want  you  to  know  that.  It  was  not  such  a  long  time 
either.  .  .  .  But  America  is  not  normal  today,  and 
you  must  be  charitable  with  the  rest  of  us.  ...  I 
think  right  in  the  very  hearts  of  all  of  us  here,  we  are 
in  complete  harmony  with  your  objective.  And  I  am 
not  here  to  pay  any  compliments  or  throw  any  bou- 
quets. I  am  going  to  sentence  you;  it  is  hard  for  me 
to  do  it,  but  it  is  my  duty,  and  I  feel  like  Pontius  Pi- 
late." 

By  now  the  whole  being  of  each  spectator,  each  juror, 
each  attorney,  was  absorbed  in  this  stirring  scene  of 
confession  and  humility.  The  newspapermen,  proverb- 
ial bulls  in  a  china  shop,  were  gripped  and  stilled  by 
the  force  of  the  thing.  The  judge,  humbly,  consider- 
ately and  with  much  emotion,  continued: 

"I  have  got  to  obey  the  law,  and  the  law  commands 
me,  and  I  would  obey  it  if  it  meant  my  life — never  mind 
my  feelings,  but  that  is  the  law,  and  I  have  got  to  live 
within  the  law  and  uphold  the  law,  and  I  have  got  to 
sentence  you,  as  a  judge.  But  as  a  man,  with  sons  of 
my  own,  as  a  man  who  is  interested  in  young  men,  as 
I  have  been  for  thirty-odd  years,  I  can't  help  but  say 
that  I  admire  the  strength  of  character  that  causes  you 
to  take  this  choice  when  you  believe  it  is  the  right 
view  for  you  to  take.  Now,  there  are  millions  who  do 
not  believe  that  that  is  necessary,  or  wise  just  now,  but 
you  do,  and  I  would  not  argue  with  you  at  all.  As  I 
said  the  other  day,  you  cannot,  and  ought  not  to  argue 
with  a  brother  man  on  a  matter  of  conscience.  This 
is  your  conscience,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  obey  it,  even 
if  it  brings  physical  pain  or  death,  when  it  comes  to  a 
real  matter  of  conscience. 

The  magistrate  then  imposed  a  sentence  of  a  year 
and  a  day,  and  concluded,  still  more  earnestly  and  a 
bit  haltingly: 

"I  know  you  won't  be  discouraged  over  this;  and  the 
battle  that  you  will  have  to  fight  now  will  be  one  of 
a  little  bit  of  resentment,  feeling  that  possibly  in  spite 
of  all  that  you  have  tried  to  do  among  the  sharecrop- 
pers and  among  the  West  Side  of  Chicago,  that  you 
should  find  yourself  wearing  stripes  in  a  prison  cell.    It 
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seems  hard  for  a  boy  to  understand  that  his  ideals  can 
be  stricken  down  so.  Here  is  where  you  have  got  to 
exercise  a  little  charity  for  us.  .  .  .  And  I  am  sure  of 
this:  that  the  physical  punishment  and  inconvenience 
that  you  have  will  not  cost  you,  when  your  soul  is 
striving,  as  yours  evidently  is  striving,  for  the  expres- 
sion of  its  highest  duty.  And  just  consider  that  I  am 
your  father,  for  the  time  being,  and  say  that  if  you 
were  my  own  son,  I  could  not  feel  differently  about  it." 

As  repeated  before,  one  newspaperman  was  compelled 
to  report  to  a  leading  Philadelphia  daily  paper,  "It  was 
a  strange  drama,  one  almost  without  parallel,  in  the 
courtroom.  Judge,  prosecutor  and  prisoner  spoke,  not 
as  men  arguing  legal  rights,  but  as  consciences  inter- 
preting moral  law." 

As  we  left  the  courtroom,  silently  and  deeply  stirred, 
we  knew  that  something  of  historic  importance  for 
Christian  pacifism  had  occurred.  We  had  witnessed 
the  acts  of  a  modern  apostle,  who,  by  his  integrity 
alone,  by  the  sheer  consistency  of  his  acts  and  attitudes 
as  a  conscientious  peacemaker,  had  won  profound  re- 
spect for  the  pacifist  way  from  those  formerly  sus- 
picious of  it,  and  had  built  a  fellowship  with  a  judge 
and  a  prosecuting  attorney,  which  will  not  easily  be 
shaken. 


Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Donald  Royer. 


Eastern  Pennsylvania  Men's  Work  Rally 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Jan.  15,  a  district  men's  work 
rally  was  held  at  Elizabethtown  College  in  connection 
with  the  Annual  Bible  Institute.  Approximately  eight 
hundred  persons,  representing  the  twenty-three  various 
men's  work  groups  within  the  district  together  with 
their  friends,  filled  the  spacious  auditorium-gymnasium, 
and  the  following  program  was  rendered. 

Music — Congregational  singing. 

Music — East  Petersburg  a  cappella  chorus,   Mr.  Harry 

B.  Baughy,  Director. 
Devotions — Paul  Grubb,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  President, 

Elizabethtown  Men's  Work. 
Offering. 

Music — East  Petersburg  a  cappella  chorus. 
Address — Hon.   William  S.  Livengood,   Jr.,   Harrisburg, 

Pa.,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
Benediction. 

The  address  of  the  evening  as  noted  was  given  by 
Hon.  William  S.  Livengood,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  used  as 
the  basis  of  his  discourse  Acts  3:1-8.  He  pointed  out 
that  religion  and  government  are  decadent  because  we 
look  to  our  pastors  and  government  officials  to  do  all 
the  service  work  in  the  community  for  us.  He  urged 
laymen  to  do  as  Peter  and  John — reach  down  and  lift 
up  the  depressed,  submerged,  neglected  groups  of  our 
day.  He  predicted  that  as  two  went  up  to  the  temple, 
three  entered  in;  so,  in  like  manner,  through  definite 
lay  service,  the  church  will  grow  and  expand. 

Chairman  A.  G.  Breidenstine,  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  ap- 
pealed to  the  laymen  to  carry  the  inspiration  of  the 
evening  into  their  local  communities  and  translate  it 
into  concrete  lay  service. 

Lititz,   Pa.  John  G.  Hershey. 
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Passing  of  Martha  Ellen  Prather 

In  the  middle  of  the  19th  century  there  lived  in  Ashe 
County,  North  Carolina,  a  good  Methodist  family,  the 
husband  and  father  being  an  exhorter  or  lay  preacher. 

Into  this  home 
of  Larkin  and 
M  a  r  t  i  a  La- 
tham came 
Martha  Ellen, 
March  22, 
1857.  In  this 
religious  home 
she  spent  the 
days  of  her 
childhood  and 
youth. 

March  4, 
1874,  she  was 
united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mar- 
i  a  n  Prather. 
She  soon  en- 
tered  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  o  f 
which  her 
husband  was  a  devoted  member.  She  was  baptized  by 
Bro.  Calvin  Davis,  in  the  Flat  Rock  congregation.  Soon 
Bro.  Prather  was  called  to  the  ministry  and  in  the  per- 
son of  his  companion  he  found  a  most  valuable  help- 
meet. Side  by  side  they  labored  together  in  many  fields, 
going  first  to  Damascus,  Va.,  then  to  Lauren,  S.  C,  and 
lastly  coming  to  Schoolfield,  Va.  To  the  latter  place 
they  came  in  1911  and  began  holding  cottage  prayer 
meetings,  Elder  Prather  being  assisted  by  a  son,  Eld. 
A.  T.  Prather.  Later  a  house  was  rented  and  preaching 
services  began.  The  membership  was  organized  into  a 
congregation  in  1914.  A  church  house  was  built  in  1918. 
Feb.  25,  1919,  Eld.  Prather  went  to  his  reward. 

"Grannie,"  the  endearing  name  by  which  she  was 
known  by  all  who  knew  her,  passed  on  to  her  reward 
Dec.  21,  1940,  loved  and  respected  by  all.  Her  place 
at  church  was  never  vacant  when  possible  for  her  to 
attend.  She  was  a  splendid  personal  worker,  eager  to 
talk  about  the  church,  modestly  but  earnestly  urging 
friends  and  neighbors  to  be  Christian. 

To  Brother  and  Sister  Prather  were  born  twelve 
children,  six  boys  and  six  girls.  Five  boys  and  five 
girls  survive,  all  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

Sister  Prather  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  two  sis- 
ters, ten  children,  fifty-eight  grandchildren,  sixty-eight 
great-grandchildren  and  three  great-great-grandchil- 
dren, and  a  host  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Schoolfield 
Church  of  the  Brethren  Dec.  22,  at  2:30  P.M.  in  charge 
of  her  pastor,  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  H.  J.  Woodie 
of  the  Fraternity  church.  Text:  "Behold  thy  mother." 
It  was  pointed  out  that  she  was  the  mother  of  a  large 
family,  mother  of  the  Schoolfield  church  and  a  mother 
to  the  community.  The  church  house  was  much  too 
small  for  the  large  assembly  that  gathered  to  honor 
her  sacred  memory. 

Interment  in  the  Schoolfield  cemetery. 

Schoolfield,  Va.  L.  A.  Bowman. 
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Believe  It  or  Not,  We  Did  It 

"Several  of  our  members  were  privileged  to  attend  a 
special  meeting  of  our  district,  which  met  in  the  Bas- 
sett  church  Jan.  18.  We  were  indeed  glad  to  have 
most  of  the  churches  of  our  district  represented,  as 
well  as  many  of  our  church  leaders  present  to  discuss 
work  of  national  importance.  On  the  evening  of  Jan. 
18  our  pastor  called  together  a  small  group  of  workers 
of  our  local  church  to  discuss  plans  for  a  follow-up 
meeting.  Since  a  number  of  our  members  were  unable 
to  attend  the  Saturday  meeting  it  was  thought  best  to 
let  this  meeting  take  the  place  of  the  eleven  o'clock 
service  on  Jan.   19. 

Pastor  Raymon  E.  Eller  conducted  the  worship  serv- 
ice, and  gave  a  brief  explanation  of  the  problems  to 
be  discussed,  with  recommendations  from  the  execu- 
tive board  of  our  district.  A  period  for  questions  was 
given  and  new  suggestions  were  offered  for  carrying 
out  our  part  in  the  local  congregation.  One  family  of 
our  group  offered  to  supply  funds  sufficient  to  care 
for  one  young  man  in  camp,  providing  the  remaining 
membership  care  for  another.  This  challenge  was 
quickly  met  by  a  rising  vote  of  the  membership  pres- 
ent, in  which  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls  stood 
together  without  a  single  vote  of  opposition. 

Cards  for  peace  and  relief  banks  were  then  dis- 
tributed to  thirty-eight  families  to  be  used  in  the 
homes  for  setting  aside  funds  for  this  purpose.  Money 
thus  given  will  be  presented  by  the  children  of  the 
church  on  each  second  Sunday  morning  and  conse- 
crated for  this  use. 

We  feel  greatly  encouraged  over  the  liberality  of  our 
good  brother  and  his  family,  and  also  the  spirit  in 
which  the  church  immediately  accepted  the  challenge. 
We  feel  sure  other  homes  not  represented  will  unite 
their  efforts  in  helping  to  carry  on  this  great  work. 

May  the  heavenly  Father  bless  the  efforts  of  our  en- 
tire brotherhood,  and  our  leaders  upon  whom  rest  the 
great  responsibilities  as  we  build  for  peace,  is  our 
prayer. 

Bassetts,  Va.  Mrs.  Price  E.  Bowman. 


One  Hundred  Years  Young 

C.  Z.  Reitz  was  bom  near  Berlin,  Somerset  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Nov.  25,  1840.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  girls  and 
two  boys. 

He  came  to  Iowa  in  1868  and  settled  in  Boone  County,  where  he 

purchased  a  raw  piece  of  land, 
which  he  farmed  for  several 
years  after  moving  to  Maxwell, 
Iowa,  which  has  since  been  his 
home. 

While  on  the  farm  he  did 
much  blacksmith  work.  Many 
times  when  a  customer  would 
come  he  would  take  the  work 
with  Bro.  Reitz'  team  on  the 
farm  until  the  shop  work  was 
finished.  After  coming  to  Max- 
well he  was  engaged  in  business 
until  his  retirement  a  few  years 
ago. 

Time  marches  on  till  we  come 
to  Nov.  25,  1940,  which  marks 
the  one  hundredth  birthday-^a 
milestone  which  few  reach  and 
are  able  to  enjoy  so  much.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the 
church  for  eighty  years. 

In  honor  of  this  achievement 
a  series  of  events  took  place.  The  first  consisted  of  services  and 
a  program  in  the  little  church,  which  he  was  instrumental  in 
building  in  Maxwell.  Following  this  program,  refreshments 
were  served.     A  lovely   birthday   cake  was  cut  by   the  honored 


one  and  served  to  the  guests.  Then  on  Monday  afternoon  open 
house  was  held  from  2  to  5  P.  M.  The  occasion  was  climaxed  by 
a  banquet  sponsored  by  the  business  men  of  Maxwell  and  served 
by  the  ladies  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  25,  in  the  basement  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  at  which 
time  about  250   friends  and   relatives  were  present. 

The  four  ministers  of  the  local  churches  were  present — Rev. 
Turner  from  the  Methodist,  Rev.  Burdine  of  the  Presbyterian, 
Rev.  Darling  of  the  Christian  and  the  writer,  pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  The  writer  also  was  master  of  ceremonies.  Mr. 
Logan  dinger  and  Mr.  Martin  Troup,  representing  the  business 
men,  gave  short  talks.  M.  W.  Eikenberry  of  Dallas  Center  spoke 
on  Mr.  Reitz  and  the  Church.  Bro.  Reitz  then  gave  a  talk  which 
was  greatly  appreciated  by  everyone.  His  voice  was  clear  and 
his  thoughts  were  so  well  connected. 

Miss  Schultz,  music  teacher  from  the  high  school,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Hale  at  the  organ,  sang  We've  Come  a  Long  Way  To- 
gether, which  was  by  request  of  the  nephews  of  Bro.  Reitz. 

Thus  was  brought  to  a  close  the  celebration  of  the  100th  birth- 
day party   of  an  honored   citizen,   churchman   and  neighbor. 

Grandpa  Reitz  wishes  to  thank  all  who  remembered  him  on  this 
occasion  with  birthday  cards  and  telegrams,  having  received 
more   than   one  hundred. 


Maxwell,  Iowa. 


Ralph  W.  Quakenbush. 


Bonsack  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

In  Empire,  Calif.,  on  Feb.  9,  Brother  and  Sister  John  D.  Bon- 
sack will  celebrate  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  at  their 
home. 
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Bro.  Bonsack  was  born  at  Ladoga,  Ind.  He  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Susan  Bonsack.  Mrs.  Bonsack  is  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Ann  Cline  of  Lone  Tree,  Iowa.  Brother  and  Sister  Bonsack 
were  married  in  Anderson,  Ind.,  Feb.  7,  1891,  where  they  met 
while  she  visited  her  uncle,  Eld.  Frederick  Fesler. 

They  lived  in  Indiana  about  five  years,  uniting  with  the  church 
while  they  lived  at  Anderson.  In  1896  they  moved  to  North 
Dakota  where  they  lived  for  eighteen  years,  moving  to  California 
in  1913.  Here  they  have  lived  the  last  twenty-seven  years.  Bro. 
Bonsack  is  now  seventy-six.  Mrs.  Bonsack  is  seventy.  They 
still   enjoy   reasonably   good   health. 

Orosi,    Calif.  Ruth    Beckner. 


Fiftieth  Anniversary  and  Home-coming,  East  Chippewa 
Church,  Northeastern  Ohio 

On  Sunday,  Dec.  29,  1940,  the  East  Chippewa  church  celebrated 
its  fiftieth  anniversary  and  has  now  begun  its  second  fifty  years 
of  service  to  the  community  with  renewed  interest  and  enthusi- 
asm. 

Although  weather  conditions  were  not  ideal,  large  numbers 
attended  the  services  arranged  especially  in  observance  of  the 
anniversary.  Decorations  included  many  flowers  presented  by 
the  Leckey  Greenhouse  and  the  Oak  Grove  church. 

Music  was  furnished  by  the  Kings'  quartet,  while  Mrs.  Flora 
Hoff  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Miriam  Fetter,  represented  the 
Wooster  church  and  the  Irvin  families,  by  singing  a  New  Year's 
song,  which  was  formerly  sung  each  new  year  in  the  Irvin  family. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  of  Chicago 
gave  an  address  at  both   the  forenoon  and   afternoon  sessions. 

The  first  council  meeting  held  by  the  new  Chippewa  congrega- 
tion was  at  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Aug.  18,  1877,  with  Eld. 
George  Irvin  in  charge.  The  following  officers  were  chosen: 
trustees,  David  Wieand,  Isaac  Winter  and  John  Correll;  treasurer, 
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Samuel  Smith:  auditing  clerks,  A.  B.  Lichtenwalter  and  T.  Barr; 
recording  clerk,  Eli  L.  Yoder. 

The  first  Sunday-school  convention  was  held  in  1878,  and  as 
early  as   1886   a  sisters'  aid  society  was  organized. 

On  Feb.  8,  1890,  it  was  decided  to  build  the  East  Chippewa  house 
and  the  following  constituted  the  building  committee:  Jacob 
Stuckey,  Urias  Royer.  Andrew  Yoder,  with  S.  J.  King  as  treas- 
urer. 

The  present  plot  of  ground  was  purchased  from  Martin  Rich 
and  was  selected  on  account  of  its  central  location  and  also  as 
an  ideal  sandy  burial  lot.  Adam  Sander  was  the  head  carpenter 
and  Harve  Starn  and  Noah  Hartzler  also  helped  as  carpenters. 
Mr.  Starn  was  present  at  the  anniversary  services. 

The  church  was  dedicated  Dec.  28,  1890.  Reuben  Shroyer 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  and  continued  a  revival  meeting 
until  Jan.  11,  which  resulted  in  twelve  additions  to  the  church. 

Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden,  the  pastor,  gave  an  interesting  talk  on 
the  history  of  the  church  which  included  the  following  facts: 
Before  the  church  was  built  the  services  were  held  in  private 
houses,  barns  and  schoolhouses.  The  first  series  of  meetings  was 
held  in  the  home  of  Rudolph  Pinkerton.  Jacob  Kurtz  was  then 
the  elder-in-charge  of  the  Chippewa  church,  which  included  a 
very  large  territory.  George  Irvin,  John  B.  Shoemaker,  James 
McMullen   and   William   Murray  were   his   co-laborers. 

Owing  to  the  large  territory  and  other  conditions  it  was  thought 
best  to  divide  the  field  into  three  local  districts.  The  two  new 
districts  formed  were  Wooster  and  Orrville.  This  division  took 
place  on  May  29,  1877.  John  B.  Shoemaker  was  given  charge  of 
the  Orrville  district;  Cyrus  Hoover  of  Wooster  and  George  Ir- 
vin  of  the   Chippewa   district. 

On  the  day  of  the  division  there  were  131  members  with  George 
Irvin  as  bishop,  E.  L.  Yoder,  minister,  David  B.  Hoff,  Jacob  B. 
Hoff,  Simon  Winter,  John  Brenizer,  Daniel  Correll  and  Wm. 
Lichtenwalter   deacons. 

The  church  was  built  at  a  cost  of  between  $2,500  and  $3,000. 
Since  then  a  basement,  furnace,  and  new  entrance  have  been 
added,  as  well  as  the  interior  decorated. 

In  1921  the  church  became  a  congregation  separate  from  the 
other  districts,  with  a  membership  of  ninety.  At  the  present  time 
the  congregation  numbers  180. 

There  are  four  charter  members  living:  Mrs.  Anna  Lichten- 
walter, La  Verne,  Calif.;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Weigley,  Mrs.  Katie  Kreiger 
and  Mrs.  Fanny  Blough.  The  last  three  named  were  present  at 
the  anniversary  services.  Pastors  who  have  served  in  this  dis- 
trict are:  Edward  Mason  and  Daniel  Brubaker,  1880;  David  Lytle 
and  T.  Calvin  Wieand,  1882;  Frederick  B.  Weimer,  1890;  Albert 
C.  Wieand,  1893;  Charles  Helm,  1900;  Aaron  Heestand,  1903; 
James  Murray  and  D.  R.  McFadden,  1905;  Floyd  M.  Irvin,  1912; 
John  B.  Wieand,  1913;  Simon  Showalter,  1913;  Carl  Smucker,  1935. 

Between  250  and  300  were  present  for  the  dinner  which  was 
served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church. 

i    In  the  evening  a  Christmas  pageant,  The  Shining  Window,  was 
rendered. 


Sterling,  Ohio. 


Sarah  Blough. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Helsel-Eliing. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Dec.  13,  1940,  Melvin  Helsel  and  Char- 
lotte Elting,  both  of  Phoenix,  Ariz. — Glen  R.  Montz,  Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

Wear-Miles. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren of  Shelby  County,  Mo.,  Dec.  25,  1940,  Sidney  Wear  of  Shel- 
bina,  Mo.,  and  Beula  Edna  Miles  of  Leonard,  Mo. — J.  W.  Gish, 
Leonard,   Mo. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Anthony,  Alfred  Grant,  was  born  near  East  Berlin.  Pa.,  Aug. 
17,  1872.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  B.  F.  Anthony,  an 
Evangelical  minister.  He  married  Lydia  Elizabeth  Livingston, 
daughter  of  the  late  Eld.  James  W.  Livingston,  Nov.  25,  1893. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death.  He  lived  in  Adams  County,  Pa., 
until  he  moved  with  his  family  to  York  twenty-eight  years  ago. 
Bro.  Anthony  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  until 
last  Easter,  when  he  became  interested  in  the  newly  organized 
Madison  Avenue  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  was  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  He  was  very  loyal,  ready  at  any  time 
to  speak,  pray  or  lead  a  service.  He  took  an  active  part  in  all 
services,  especially  the  Wednesday  night  service.  He  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  and  was  glad  to  speak  to  indi- 
viduals about  spiritual  matters.  His  death  in  the  York  hospital 
came  as  a  result  of  an  accident  on  Dec.  27,  in  the  factory  where 


he  was  employed  as  night  watchman.  The  fatal  injuries  were 
caused  by  a  fall  down  the  elevator  shaft,  resulting  in  a  broken 
leg,  broken  arms  and  jaws,  a  fractured  skull  and  other  injuries. 
He  remained  conscious  and  gave  instructions  for  his  funeral.  A 
daughter,  with  whom  he  resided,  three  sons,  a  brother  and  two 
grandsons  survive.  Services  were  held  in  the  Madison  Avenue 
and  the  Latimore  churches.  The  writer  officiated,  assisted  by 
Rev.  T.  S.  Dickson  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  Eld.  W.  G. 
Group.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  Latimore 
church. — M.  A.  Jacobs,  York,  Pa. 

Bowman,  Elmer  Earl,  son  of  Bro.  Joseph  H.  and  the  late  Lilia 
C.  Bowman,  was  born  near  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  on  June  18,  1894, 
and  died  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital  Oct.  18,  1940,  fol- 
lowing a  long  illness.  Death  was  due  to  heart  trouble  and  com- 
plications. Although  his  condition  was  known  to  be  serious,  his 
death  came  as  a  shock  in  the  city  and  country  where  he  was 
well  known  and  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  Although  he  was 
one  of  the  most  skilled  mechanics  in  Harrisonburg  he  and  his 
family  resided  at  Dayton.  On  Oct.  1,  1916,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Dora  Lee  Ringold  of  Montezuma.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  survive.  He  also  leaves  his 
wife,  father,  two  sisters  and  three  brothers.  He  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  early  youth  and 
a  man  of  sterling  character.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the 
Dayton  church  with  burial  in  the  Bridgewater  cemetery.  Serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg 
and  Rev.  A.  B.  Link  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. — Olive  Flory, 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Brubacher,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  the  late  John  and  Cath- 
arine Snyder,  and  widow  of  the  late  George  Y.  Brubacher,  was 
born  Nov.  2,  1873,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  on  Jan.  17, 
1941.  Death  followed  a  lingering  illness  of  several  years.  Dur- 
ing her  illness  she  manifested  great  patience.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Lebanon  church  and  attended  all  services  when 
health  permitted.  She  was  a  devoted  mother  and  grandmother. 
Surviving  are  one  daughter,  one  son,  six  grandchildren,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  two  brothers  and  one  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Rohland  funeral  parlors  in 
charge  of  the  undersigned  and  Bro.  Nathan  Martin.  Burial  was 
in  Buchers  cemetery. — Carl  W.  Zeigler,  Cleona,  Pa. 

Campbell,  J.  Ellwood,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1882,  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  and  died  suddenly  of  a  heart  attack  Jan.  6,  1941,  at  his  home 
in  Germantown.  For  twenty-three  years  he  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Germantown  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  a  regular 
attendant  at  church  and  prayer  meeting.  He  was  at  the  serv- 
ices both  morning  and  evening  the  day  before  his  passing.  He 
was  a  good  father  and  husband.  He  and  Sister  Clara  King  Camp- 
bell had  a  wedded  life  of  thirty-eight  years.  Until  his  retirement 
two  years  ago  he  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia 
Transit  Company  for  thirty-two  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Germantown  church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Chelten  Hills  cemetery. — Rebecca  Foutz,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

Driver,  Sister  Barbara  Ann,  aged  81,  widow  of  Benjamin  A. 
Driver,  passed  away  at  her  home  near  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Dec.  28, 
1940,  following  a  brief  illness.  Although  she  had  been  a  sufferer 
of  heart  asthma  for  several  years  her  condition  was  not  serious 
before  her  last  illness.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Susan- 
nah Flory,  and  was  born  and  reared  near  New  Hope.  She  was 
one  of  eleven  children  and  a  sister  of  the  late  Bro.  D.  C.  Flory, 
founder  of  Bridgewater  College.  On  Dec.  13,  1883,  she  married 
Bro.  Driver,  who  preceded  her  in  death  five  years  ago.  For  a 
number  of  years  they  resided  in  Augusta  County,  and  later  lo- 
cated near  Harrisonburg.  Surviving  are  a  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Flory,  four  grandsons  and  two  sisters.  Sister  Driver  became  a 
member  of  the  church  in  girlhood  and  lived  a  devout  Christian 
life,  devoting  herself  to  her  family  and  endearing  herself  to  her 
friends  and  neighbors.  She  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the 
church  services  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
church.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Garber  church, 
with  Bro.  O.  F.  Bowman  officiating,  assisted  by  associate  min- 
isters. Interment  was  in  the  Bridgewater  cemetery. — Olive 
Flory,    Harrisonburg,   Va. 

Freeman,  Nellie,  aged  50,  died  at  her  home  on  Jan.  15,  after  a 
long  illness.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Sweeney,  Phillips 
Chapel,  in  charge  of  Bro.  James  M.  Mohler  of  Leeton.  Burial  was 
in  the  Mineral  Creek  cemetery  at  Leeton. — Grace  S.  Grenn,  War- 
rensburg,  Mo. 

Ganger,  William  Franklin,  was  born  Nov.  28,  1871,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  and  died  on  Jan.  12,  1941,  at  his  home 
near  Brookville,  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Emma  Baker  on  Oct. 
21,  1894.  One  daughter  was  born  to  them.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1912,  and  remained  faithful  to  the 
end.  He  leaves  his  wife  and  daughter,  three  grandchildren,  one 
foster  grandchild  and  one  great-grandchild.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Brookville  church  by  the  undersigned, 
assisted  by  Eld.  E.  R.  Fisher.  Burial  was  in  the  Arlington  ceme- 
tery.— Roy    B.    Teach,    Brookville,    Ohio. 

Gibbons,  Margaret  L.,  died  in  the  Wenzel  hospital.  Dec.  22, 
1940.  She  was  born  Aug.  24,  1875,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Daniel  Siehl.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Meyers- 
dale  congregation.     Surviving  are  a  son,  a  daughter,  three  step- 
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children,  a  brother,  five  sisters  and  ten  grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Meyersdale  church  in  charge  of  Rev. 
H.  Carl  Buterbaugh,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller.  Interment  was  in  the  Union 
cemetery,  Meyersdale. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Harding,  Herbert  G.,  son  of  Frederick  and  Julia  Harding,  was 
born  in  Frostburg,  Md.,  Aug.  7,  1857,  and  died  Jan.  12,  1941.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of 
years.  Surviving  are  six  children,  three  sisters,  a  brother,  thirty- 
two  grandchildren  and  forty-five  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Meyersdale  church  by  Pastor  DeWitt 
L.  Miller.  Interment  was  in  the  Union  cemetery,  Meyersdale. — 
W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Hoppes,  Octavia  Ann,  was  born  in  Missouri,  July  1,  1874,  and 
passed  away  in  Salem,  Oreg.,  Oct.  20,  1940.  While  living  in  Kan- 
sas she  united  with  the  Progressive  Brethren  Church.  Later, 
coming  to  Salem,  Oreg.,  to  live,  she  placed  her  membership  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Albany.  For  several  years  past 
she  had  resided  at  Portland,  where  she  showed  a  vital  interest 
in  the  life  of  the  church.  Her  last  work  was  that  of  Messenger 
correspondent.  She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time. 
During  the  last  days  of  her  life  she  was  taken  to  Salem  for 
treatment.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Rev.  D.  L.  Ring- 
land,  and  burial  was  in  the  City  View  cemetery  of  Salem. — Mrs. 
H.   G.   Shank,   Portland,   Oreg. 

Hymn,  George  Washington,  was  born  84  years  ago  and  died  at 
his  home  on  Oct.  22.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Mount  Joy 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  fifty  years.  In  spite  of  his  age  he 
often  walked  to  the  church,  which  was  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  his  home.  Many  beautiful  pictures  and  mottoes  in  the 
church  were  presented  by  him.  His  life  will  long  be  remembered 
by  all  that  knew  him.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  our 
pastor,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Broughman,  in  the  Cedar  Bluff  Baptist 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  High  Bridge  cemetery. — Mrs.  Alvin 
Walker,  Buchanan,  Va. 

Keller,  Sueann,  was  born  Nov.  26,  1940,  and  died  Jan.  8,  1941. 
Like  a  beautiful  bud  from  paradise  she  came  to  bless  the  home 
of  her  parents.  John  and  Ruth  Keller,  and  her  brother  and  then 
was  called  back  to  the  glory  land.  She  is  survived  also  by  her 
maternal  and  paternal  grandparents  and  by  two  great-grand- 
mothers and  one  great-grandfather.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Spacht  funeral  parlor,  conducted  by  Eld.  James  M. 
Moore.  Interment  was  in  the  Machpelah  cemetery,  Lititz. — Mrs. 
Louis    Huebener,    Lititz,    Pa. 

Landis,  Hazel  Anna,  the  third  and  youngest  child  of  Amos  and 
Martha  Shank,  was  born  March  31,  1904,  near  West  Alexandria, 
Ohio.  At  eleven  years  of  age  she  accepted  Jesus  as  her  Savior. 
On  May  28,  1927,  she  and  Ralph  Landis  were  united  in  marriage. 
They  established  a  home  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  un- 
til her  death  on  Jan.  7,  1941.  She  lived  a  beautiful  Christian  life 
and  bore  her  long  affliction  bravely  and  patiently.  Surviving  are 
her  companion,  her  mother,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Bear  Creek  church  by  Brethren 
Galen  B.  Royer  and  Parker  M.  Filbrun  and  Rev.  Oldham.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Lexington  cemetery. — Olive  Stoner,  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio. 

Lilligh,  Eld.  Henry,  was  born  in  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  near 
Freidberg,  May  1,  1849,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  91  years,  8  months  and  6  days. 
In  1872  he  was  married  to  Harriet  Morey  of  Illinois.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  they  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Thirteen  years  ago  they  cast  their  lot  with  the  Dunkard  Breth- 
ren. Six  children  were  born  to  them,  two  dying  in  infancy.  The 
companion,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  eight  grandchildren  and 
thirteen  great-grandchildren  survive.  He  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  in  the  Mulberry  Grove  church,  Illinois,  and  was  the 
elder  for  a  number  of  years.  He  also  had  charge  of  Romine, 
Hurricane  Creek,  Salem  and  Mt.  Vernon.  He  baptized  a  number, 
married  many  couples  and  helped  to  organize  a  number  of 
churches.  He  was  confined  for  a  number  of  months,  but  the  end 
came  as  peacefully  as  he  had  lived.  Services  were  in  charge  of 
Eld.  Joseph  P.  Robins,  Potsdam,  Ohio,  and  Leon  Beery,  as- 
sisted by  the  writer,  and  were  conducted  at  the  Sloan  funeral 
home,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Interment  was  in  the  Greenlawn  ceme- 
tery.— Van  B.  Wright,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Long,  Barbara  Elizabeth,  widow  of  the  late  A.  B.  Long,  died 
in  her  eighty-seventh  year  at  the  country  home  near  Grand  Junc- 
tion on  Jan.  6,  1941.  She  was  the  last  survivor  of  eleven  chil- 
dren of  Ezra  and  Barbara  Smith.  She  was  born  June  8,  1854,  in 
Juniata  County,  Pa.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  She  be- 
came the  wife  of  Ezra  George  Weaver,  who  preceded  her  in  death 
at  Atwood,  Kans.,  in  1901.  Seventeen  years  later  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Deacon  A.  B.  Long  of  the  Appleton  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Bro.  Long  died  five  years  ago.  Grandma  Long  loved 
her  Bible  and  always  enjoyed  the  prayer  and  song  services  held 
in  her  home.  Her  patience  amidst  suffering  and  her  desire  to  be 
in  the  heavenly  home  were  often  manifested.  She  is  survived 
by  five  sons,  two  daughters,  thirty-four  grandchildren  and  ten 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  Grand 
Junction  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Orchard  Mesa  ceme- 
tery.—O.  H.   Feiler,   Grand   Junction,   Colo. 

Long,  Frances  Flora,  aged  73,  daughter  of  David  M.  and  Sarah 
Hart,  was  born  in  La  Grange  County,  Ind.,  and  died  at  her  home 
in   Pioneer,    Ohio,    Dec.    27,    1940.      She    was    the    oldest    of   four 


children.  Her  father  was  a  minister  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  accepted  Christ  when  fourteen  years  old.  On  Oct.  8, 
1885,  she  was  married  to  Jacob  Zumbrun  Long  in  Cedar  County, 
Mo.  They  started  housekeeping  in  Whitley  County,  Ind.,  where 
they  attended  the  Blue  River  church.  In  1889  Bro.  Long  was 
elected  deacon.  They  served  seven  years  in  the  Clear  Creek 
church,  then  moved  to  Fort  Wayne,  serving  there  thirty-three 
years.  She  taught  primary  classes  in  the  Sunday  school  for 
many  years.  An  only  child  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Long  gathered 
others  into  her  home.  For  seven  years  she  cared  for  an  or- 
phaned cousin,  Clarence  Bower,  who  now  serves  as  elder  at 
Winter  Park,  Fla.  A  niece  made  her  home  with  them  for  nine- 
teen years.  In  1933  they  moved  to  Pioneer,  Ohio,  where  she 
united  with  the  Dunkard  Brethren  church  of  that  vicinity.  She 
was  a  devoted  reader  of  the  Bible  and  all  religious  literature 
that  was  available  to  her.  She  had  a  congenial  nature  and  an 
ever-patient  personality.  Surviving  are  the  husband,  one  sis- 
ter, two  brothers  and  a  foster  son  and  daughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Cedar  Creek  church  in  Indiana  with  Rev. 
D.  W.  Hostettler  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Embry  cemetery. — ■ 
Mrs.   Carl  Nobles,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

McEldowney,  Howard  Grant,  son  of  Jackson  and  Sarah  Oliver 
McEldowney,  was  born  Oct.  10,  1866,  and  passed  away  Nov.  10, 
1940,  after  a  rather  long  illness.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jennie  Perry,  in  Riddlesburg,  on  Dec.  29,  1888.  His  father  and 
rnother  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  but  about  three 
years  ago  he  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  was  a  faith- 
ful member  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
on  May  21,  1939.  He  is  survived  by  one  brother,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  The  funeral  was  held  at  his  home,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Long  of  the  Methodist  Church  officiating.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  Hopewell  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ernest  Miller,  Riddlesburg,  Pa. 

Mitchel,  Ida  E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Martha  Miller  Harbaugh, 
was  born  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  3,  1863,  and  died  Nov.  29, 
1940.  On  Nov.  15,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  S. 
Mitchel.  To  them  eight  children  were  born.  Two  of  these  and 
her  husband  preceded  her  in  death.  With  the  six  children  sev- 
enteen grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren,  two  brothers  and 
one  sister  survive.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Later,  after  her  marriage,  she  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Faithful  to  the  church  of  her 
choice,  she  was  a  sincere  follower  of  one  "who  went  about  doing 
good."  Her  contribution  to  her  home,  church  and  community 
was  manifested  by  a  sympathetic  heart,  a  co-operative  spirit 
and  a  helping  hand. — Grace  Mitchel,  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

Moyers,  Victoria  V.,  wife  of  William  Moyers,  died  at  her  home 
near  Bergton,  Va.,  on  Jan.  6,  1941,  at  the  age  of  59  years.  Death 
was  due  to  pneumonia.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Crab  Run 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  two  sons, 
mother,  three  brothers,  two  sisters  and  three  grandchildren.  The 
funeral  was  held  at  the  Crab  Run  church  with  the  writer  offi- 
ciating. Burial  was  in  the  Moyer  cemetery  near  the  church. — 
Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Oaks,  John,  son  of  Jacob  and  Emily  Oaks,  was  born  March  20, 
1876,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Riddlesburg,  Pa.,  on 
Nov.  29,  1940.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Rid- 
dlesburg, and  on  April  3,  1899,  he  married  Louise  Weyandt.  To 
this  union  eight  children  were  born.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  about  the  year  1901,  and  all  his  life  had  been  an 
active  member,  having  filled  various  offices  in  the  church,  and 
attending  even  when  not  able.  He  was  ill  for  a  long  time,  but 
never  ceased  being  cheerful.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  two  sons, 
three  daughters  and  three  brothers.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the 
Riddlesburg  church,  Bro.  Clyde  Bush  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Charles  Heltzel.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Yellow  Creek  cem- 
etery.— Mrs.  Ernest  Miller,  Riddlesburg,  Pa. 

Overholt,  Alpha,  the  oldest  son  of  Rev.  Jonas  and  Cathrine 
Overholt,  passed  away  on  Dec.  23,  at  the  age  of  66  years.  He 
was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  he  was  a  young  man.  He  was  married 
to  Lydie  Briedgam;  to  them  were  born  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Burial  was  in  the  Rosedale  cemetery  near  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  W.  E.  Petich. — Mrs. 
H.   D.  Eldridge,  Grand  Rapids,   Mich. 

Overstreet,  Frank  Raymond,  son  of  Jesse  G.  and  Nellie  R. 
Overstreet,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  the  family  still  resides, 
near  Ottawa,  Dec.  19,  1912,  and  died  at  Lodi,  Calif.,  Jan.  3,  1941. 
His  death  resulted  from  an  automobile  accident  in  which  two 
companions  were  severely  injured.  On  May  16,  1927,  he  was 
baptized  in  the  Ottawa  congregation,  where  he  held  his  member- 
ship at  the  time  of  his  death.  Besides  the  parents  he  is  sur- 
vived by  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Lodi  funeral  home  in  charge  of  Rev.  A.  R.  Boone  of  the 
Congregational  church,  after  which  the  body  was  sent  to  Ottawa. 
Further  services  were  held  at  the '  Lamb  funeral  home  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Raymond  Flory,  pastor  of  the  Ottawa 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  Highland  cemetery. — W.  B.  DeVilbiss, 
Ottawa,   Kans. 

Piper,  John  Joseph,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Piper, 
passed  away  in  his  father's  arms  as  a  result  of  a  heart  attack  on 
Dec.  13,  1940.  John  was  a  good  boy.  Death  came  at  the  early 
age  of  fifteen  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ridge  church  near 
Shippensburg.  Services  were  held  in  the  Ridge  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Robert  Cocklin,  his  pas- 
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tor,  and  Bro.  Joseph  Burkhart,  a  very  close  friend  of  the  fam- 
ily and  especially  of  Paul's. — J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,  Shippens- 
burg.   Pa. 

Petre,  Mary  Elizabeth  Byers,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1871,  and  died 
Jan.  11,  1941,  after  a  lingering  illness.  She  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  life  and  was  very  devoted  to  her  family.  She  leaves 
her  husband,  four  sons  and  six  daughters.  One  son  preceded 
her  one  year  ago.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Longmeadow 
church  by  Elders  H.  R.  Rowland  and  E.  S.  Rowland.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Genevieve  Rowland,  Hagers- 
town,  Md. 

Randolph,  Donovan,  17-year-old  son  of  Mrs.  Lenna  Randolph, 
died  Jan.  10,  at  the  St.  Joseph  hospital  at  Logansport,  suffering 
from  a  complication  of  diseases.  His  father,  Ira  Randolph,  pre- 
ceded him  in  death.  Surviving  are  the  mother,  two  sisters,  two 
brothers  and  many  friends.  Funeral  rites  were  held  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  the  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  Zook,  in 
charge.  Burial  was  in  the  Musselman  cemetery  north  of  the 
city. — Mrs.  E.  H.  Brubaker,  Flora,   Ind. 

Rennecker,  John,  son  of  Adam  and  Mahala  Rennecker,  was 
born  March  25,  1859,  in  the  bounds  of  the  New  Philadelphia  con- 
gregation, and  passed  away  Jan.  2,  1941.  The  only  near  sur- 
vivors are  his  daughter,  at  whose  home  he  died,  and  one  grand- 
daughter. He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
many  years  ago,  having  been  baptized  by  Eld.  Edward  Loomis. 
Funeral  services  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  were  conducted  by 
his  pastor.  His  body  rests  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery  near  New 
Philadelphia. — A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Shaw,  Bertha,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Shaw,  was 
born  July  10,  1872,  and  departed  this  life  Jan.  7,  1941.  When 
quite  young  she  came  to  Kansas  from  Illinois  with  her  parents, 
making  her  home  on  a  farm  near  Waverly.  After  her  father's 
death,  she  and  her  mother  moved  into  Waverly  for  a  few  years. 
For  the  past  thirty-one  years  she  lived  at  Olathe.  Her  mother 
preceded  her  in  death  thirteen  years  ago,  since  which  time 
Bertha  lived  in  the  home  alone.  She  was  a  lover  of  flowers  and 
always  had  a  great  variety  of  them.  Her  father  was  a  minister 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  also  a  surveyor  of  note.  Her 
brother  died  when  quite  young.  She  united  with  the  church  at 
Olathe  on  March  17,  1929,  and  was  a  faithful  and  loyal  Chris- 
tian. She  leaves  three  cousins  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn 
her  departure.  To  know  her  was  to  love  her.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Julien  funeral  home  by  Bro.  L.  A.  Whitaker. 
Burial  was  at  Garnett,  Kans.,  beside  her  parents. — L.  A.  Whit- 
aker, Lawrence,  Kans. 

Shoemaker,  Jacob  B.,  aged  72,  died  Nov.  11.  He  was  the  son 
of  the  late  Christian  and  Rebecca  Showalter  Shoemaker,  and 
lived  most  of  his  life  in  the  Cherry  Grove  and  Mt.  Zion  com- 
munities. In  younger  life  he  married  Maggie  Moyers,  who  sur- 
vives him.  There  survive  also  four  sons,  three  daughters  and 
a  number  of  grandchildren.  Bro.  Shoemaker  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  the  past  year  and  in  the  past  few  months  grew  stead- 
ily weaker.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Charles  T.  Good.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion 
cemetery. — I.   C.   Senger,   Linville,   Va. 

Shreve,  Ida  Beckwith  Vetter,  was  born  in  Buchanan  Township, 
Mich.,  Oct.  27,  1860,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  Beck- 
with, and  died  at  the  hospital,  Hinsdale,  111.,  Jan.  13.  1941.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty-two  years 
and  active  to  the  time  of  her  death.  Her  first  husband,  Frank 
Vetter,  died  in  1894,  and  on  Sept.  14,  1899,  she  was  married  to 
Bro.  Richard  Shreve,  who  was  an  elder  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many  years.  Bro.  Shreve  died  on  Feb.  21,  1921. 
Surviving  are  one  son,  two  stepsons,  two  stepdaughters,  one  fos- 
ter son,  whom  she  reared  from  infancy,  and  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  Swenis  funeral  home  at  Bu- 
chanan, Mich.,  with  Bro.  J.  W.  Grater  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  offi- 
ciating. Burial  was  in  the  New  Troy  cemetery,  New  Troy,  Mich. 
— Grace   Weaver,   Buchanan,   Mich. 

Sills,  Sister  Cordelia  Belle,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1868,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Jan.  1,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.  In  1894  she  was  married  to  Nathan  Sills,  who  was  killed 
by  a  stroke  of  lightning  on  July  6,  1911.  She  and  her  husband 
lived  the  majority  of  their  married  life  in  Blackford  County, 
north  of  Hartford  City,  Ind.  Three  sons,  one  daughter  and  six 
grandchildren  survive;  also  three  sisters.  Services  were  held 
from  the  Burk  and  Fennig  funeral  home,  Hartford  City,  by  the 
undersigned,  and  interment  was  in  the  Jones  cemetery. — Van  B. 
Wright,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Smith,  Lucy  Frank,  wife  of  John  Smith  of  Singers  Glen,  Va., 
was  born  Jan.  1,  1908,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1940.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  a  son,  a  daughter,  her  mother,  two  brothers  and 
a  sister.  She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  about  three  years. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  C.  Senger,  assisted  by 
Brethren  Homer  B.  Miller  and  W.  B.  James.  Interment  was  in 
the  Singers  Glen  cemetery. — Effie  S.  Wampler,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Snider,  David  G.,  died  at  his  home  at  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  26, 
1940.  Although  Bro.  Snider  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some 
time,  suffering  from  a  complication  of  ailments,  death  occurred 
very  suddenly.  He  was  born  April  29,  1860,  at  New  Enterprise, 
the  son  af  Jacob  and  Lavina  Gruber  Snider,  and  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ella  Kagarise  on  July  31,   1890.     He  was  a  member 


of  the  Memorial  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  followed  the 
vocation  of  farming  until  his  retirement  eleven  years  ago.  Bro. 
Snider  is  survived  by  his  widow,  a  son,  a  daughter,  three  grand- 
children and  a  brother.  The  funeral  service  was  in  charge  of 
Pastor  A.  R.  Coffman  and  Bro.  Ira  C.  Holsopple.  Interment  was 
in  the  cemetery  at  New  Enterprise. — Mrs.  Ray  Miller,  Martins- 
burg,  Pa. 

Sowers,  Elsie  Deardorff,  wife  of  George  Sowers,  was  born 
May  4,  1881,  and  passed  away  Jan.  16,  1941,  after  one  week's  ill- 
ness at  the  York  hospital.  She  served  the  Lower  Conewago 
church  very  faithfully  as  a  leading  deaconess  for  quite  a  num- 
ber of  years.  She  will  be  missed  in  the  church  as  well  as  in  the 
home.  She  leaves  her  husband,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  one 
sister,  two  brothers  and  five  grandchildren.  Services  were  held 
at  the  Bermudian  church  by  Eld.  L.  Elmer  Leas  of  York,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  G.  W.  Harlacher  and  K.  D.  Henry.  Interment 
was  in  the  Mummerts  cemetery. — Ruth  Murphy  Harlacher,  Do- 
ver, Pa. 

Summy,  Myra  May,  was  born  in  Orange  Township  on  Jan.  23, 
1869,  and  died  Jan.  8,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Abigail  Miller,  who  lived  on  the  Walnut  dairy  farm  near  Orange 
Center.  She  was  married  to  Perry  J.  Summy  on  Dec.  23,  1887. 
The  couple  lived  all  but  five  of  their  fifty-three  years  of  married 
life  on  their  farm  home  in  Orange  Township.  Three  months 
ago  they  moved  to  Waterloo,  where  they  made  their  home  with 
a  daughter.  Surviving  besides  the  husband  are  two  daughters, 
four  sons,  two  sisters,  one  brother,  one  half  sister  and  a  half 
brother.  One  son  preceded  her  in  death  at  the  age  of  five.  Sis- 
ter Summy  had  been  in  ill  health  for  many  years  and  had  been 
a  semi-invalid  for  several  years.  Her  suffering  through  these 
years  had  been  courageously  borne  in  a  Christian  manner.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  church  at  South  Waterloo,  a  patient  mother 
and  a  dutiful  companion.  In  her  shut-in  condition  she  was  al- 
ways interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  community  and 
kept  herself  well  informed  on  public  matters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  South  Waterloo  church  by  the  under- 
signed. Burial  was  made  in  the  Orange  cemetery. — W.  H.  Yoder, 
Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Swihart,  Margaret  Coar,  wife  of  George  Swihart,  died  Jan.  3, 
1941,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa.  She  was  73  years  of  age.  The  fam- 
ily formerly  lived  in  Indiana  but  resided  in  eastern  Montana  for 
about  twenty  years.  About  six  months  ago  they  came  to  Iowa 
to  live  with  a  daughter.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  two  sons, 
one  daughter  and  two  brothers.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  Cooke's  funeral  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant  by  Eld.  Glenn 
Carr.  Interment  was  in  the  Libertyville  Brethren  cemetery. — 
W.  N.  Glotfelty,  Batavia,  Iowa. 

Thompson,  Elvin  D.,  departed  this  life  Jan.  3,  1941,  at  his  home 
in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  He  is  survived  by 
his  widow  and  six  sons  by  a  former  marriage.  He  lived  for 
several  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Churubusco.  He  was  a  well 
driller  and  mechanic  by  trade.  Services  conducted  by  the  un- 
dersigned were  held  in  Sloan's  funeral  home,  and  interment  was 
in  the  Round  Lake  cemetery,  northwest  of  Churubusco. — Van 
B.   Wright,  Fort  Wayne,   Ind. 

Tyler,  Angelina  Kalin  Seltner,  wife  of  Bro.  Milton  Tyler,  was 
born  in  Switzerland,  Aug.  4,  1862,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Ger- 
mantown,  Jan.  12,  1941.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Germantown 
church  for  over  thirty-five  years  and  when  able  assisted  in  the 
aid  society  and  on  love  feast  occasions.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  children  and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  Germantown  church  by  the  pastor, 
Bro.  B.  F.  Waltz,  with  interment  in  the  church  cemetery. — Re- 
becca Foutz,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Wampler,  William,  died  Jan.  5,  1941,  at  his  home  near  Broad- 
way, Va.,  at  the  age  of  75  years,  2  months  and  5  days.  He  had 
been  in  ill  health  for  more  than  a  year.  Surviving  are  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  a  son,  one  brother  and  three  grandchildren.  The 
funeral  was  held  in  the  Linville  church,  of  which  he  was  a  life 
member,  with  the  writer  and  Bro.  C.  E.  Nair  officiating.  Burial 
was  in  the  Linville  Creek  cemetery. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Tim- 
berville,   Va. 

Weybright,  Ira,  was  born  near  West  Milton,  Ohio,  Aug.  17, 
1863,  and  died  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Oct.  11,  1940,  following  a  stroke. 
In  1883  he  married  Lydia  Bixler.  To  this  union  were  born  nine 
children,  three  dying  in  infancy.  In  1900  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  where  shortly  afterwards  both 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Until  recent  years 
Colorado  was  his  home.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Salem 
church  near  Phillipsburg,  Ohio,  with  Eld.  J.  Perry  Prather  offi- 
ciating, assisted  by  Eld.  Sylvan  Bookwalter.  Burial  was  in  the 
near-by  cemetery. — J.  Perry  Prather,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Wherley,  Nellie  Ruth,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  King  Ruth, 
was  born  near  Table  Grove,  111.,  on  Nov.  6,  1891.  She  was  one 
of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  She  was  baptized  Oct.  21,  1906, 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  continued  faithful  until  death. 
On  Dec.  7,  1911,  she  was  married  to  Arthur  Wherley.  To  this 
union  a  son  and  a  daughter  were  born.  The  son  preceded  her  in 
death  on  Feb.  4,  1918;  the  daughter  survives.  She  was  not  physi- 
cally strong  and  suffered  much  in  the  past  year.  On  Dec.  26  she 
requested  the  anointing.  She  passed  away  on  Jan.  12,  1941.  Be- 
sides her  companion  and  daughter  she  is  survived  by  three  broth- 
ers  and    two   sisters.     Funeral   services   were   conducted    in   the 
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Astoria  church  by  her  pastor.  Eld.  Lester  E.  Fike.  Burial  was  in 
the  Woodland  cemetery. — Rose  Wickert,  Astoria,  111. 

Wright,  Sallie  Miller,  was  born  March  13,  1861,  and  died  Dec. 
23,  1940,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Weyers  Cave,  Va.  She 
had  made  her  home  with  this  daughter  since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  the  late  Eld.  Joel  Wright.  Mrs.  Wright  had  been  in 
ill-health  for  several  years,  but  her  death  was  directly  due  to 
paralysis  from  which  she  suffered  one  week.  For  many  years 
Sister  Wright  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  One  of  her  last  wishes  was  that  others  should  not 
spend  money  on  flowers  for  her  funeral,  but  use  such  funds  for 
missions.  She  had  deep  sincerity  of  Christian  life  and  purpose. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Weyers 
Cave,  with  Eld.  P.  F.  Cline  assisting  Pastor  Murray  L.  Wagner. 
The  survivors  include  three  children  and  six  grandchildren. — 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Bosserman,  Jr.,  Mount  Sidney,  Va. 

Young,  Eva  Jane,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Ann  Griffith, 
was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  May  3,  1889,  and  passed  away 
at  her  home  at  Wingfoot  Lake,  Dec.  5,  1940.  Because  of  the  death 
of  her  mother  she  was  adopted  and  cared  for  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
Zug  until  her  marriage  to  Harvey  A.  Young  on  Jan.  5,  1908.  To 
this  union  were  born  six  children.  She  united  with  the  Spring- 
field Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  and  re- 
mained a  true  member  of  this  church  until  her  death.  Remain- 
ing are  the  husband  and  six  children,  and  one  grandchild.  The 
funeral  service  was  held  at  the  church,  conducted  by  Brethren 
L.  R.  Holsinger  and  M.  S.  Young.  Her  favorite  Scripture  pass- 
age was  Psa.  23,  on  which  Bro.  Holsinger  based  his  sermon. 
Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery  near  the  church. — Ada 
Mishler  Young,  Mogadore,   Ohio,  Jan.   16. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 
Live  Oak. — Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  was  with  us  to  show  slides 
and  tell  of  the  relief  work  he  shared  in  Spain  and  France.  Once 
a  month  an  offering  has  been  received  for  relief  work.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  a  supper  sponsored  by  the  young  people  were  used  for 
drapes  between  the  church  auditorium  and  the  Sunday-school 
rooms.  We  miss  our  Eld.  W.  R.  Brubaker,  who  has  been  preach- 
ing for  the  Rio  Linda  congregation  each  Sunday  for  several 
months.  On  Dec.  29  we  enjoyed  the  Christmas  pageant,  The 
Shining  Window.  On  Jan.  9  the  deputation  team  of  La  Verne 
College,  accompanied  by  Bro.  Frank  D.  Howell,  gave  a  program. 
The  Messenger  is  going  into  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes. 
Attendance  has  been  good  since  the  first  of  the  year. — Mrs.  Dale 
Ferris,    Gridley,    Calif.,    Jan.   20. 

Illinois 
Allison  Prairie. — On  Nov.  8  the  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  with  fifty-four  present.  Special  music  was  furnished  by  Bro. 
Oliver  Dearing  and  Michael  Grange.  Adam  Jellison  was  elected 
president  of  men's  work.  On  Dec.  21  at  our  council  meeting  we 
elected  officers  and  members  of  committees.  On  Dec.  22  the 
young  people  gave  a  Christmas  program.  White  gifts  were 
brought  and  donated  to  the  Salvation  Army.  In  appreciation  of 
the  good  work  our  pastor  and  family  are  doing,  the  church  pre- 
sented them  with  a  set  of  dishes  on  their  wedding  anniversary. 
The  young  married  people's  class  gave  them  silverware  for 
Christmas,  and  the  young  people  added  to  their  supply  of  coal. 
Nineteen  of  our  young  people  attended  the  sectional  meeting  at 
the  Pleasant  Mount  church  on  Dec.  29. — Viola  Frye,  Lawrence- 
ville.  111.,  Jan.   16. 

Bethel.— During  September  and  October  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell 
and  the  church  leaders  worked  out  objectives  and  planned  the 
program  for  the  church  for  1941.  Twice  a  year  we  have  an  every 
member  layman  visitation  to  promote  and  explain  the  total 
church  program,  but  we  do  not  take  financial  pledges.  This  has 
been  satisfactory,  as  we  went  over  the  top  with  our  1940  budget. 
We  take  a  relief  offering  the  last  Sunday  of  every  month  which 
has  varied  from  $20  to  $25  a  month.  We  hope  to  increase  this 
amount  each  month  this  year.  On  Good  Literature  Sunday, 
Dec.  1,  Bro.  O.  B.  Maphis  gave  us  two  very  interesting  messages 
—in  the  morning  on  the  history  of  the  Bible,  and  in  the  evening 
on  the  various  steps  in  editing  and  printing  the  Messenger.  We 
also  had  a  display  of  old  German  and  English  Bibles.  We  de- 
cided to  sponsor  the  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  plan.  On 
Dec.  8  we  dedicated  four  opalescent  memorial  windows,  which 
are  a  great  improvement  over  the  clear  glass  windows  which  they 
replaced.  On  Dec.  29  we  dedicated  an  electric  reed  organ  re- 
cently installed  in  our  church  sanctuary.  We  were  very  for- 
tunate in  having  Professors  Alvin  and  Elias  Brightbill  and  the 
male  quartet  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  with  us  to  assist  us 
with  quartet  numbers,  organ  music  and  congregational  singing. 
During  the  month  of  January  in  our  school  of  missions  we  meet 
at  six  o'clock  for  a  social  hour  and  light  lunch.  From  7  to  7:30 
we  meet  in  different  groups  for  a  half  hour  of  study  on  missions. 
At  7:30  we  meet  together  for  a  special  missionary  lecture  or 
program.  On  Jan.  5  Professor  Wolf  of  North  Central  Evangeli- 
cal College  gave  a  talk  on  What  Is  Happening  in  the  Orient.  On 
Jan.  12  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  gave  us  two  very  challenging  mes- 
sages, Opportunities  for  Service  in  a  Troubled  World,  and  Our 
China  Mission  Work.     On  Jan.  17  the  program  will  be  a  series  of 


pictures  on  Life  in  China,  and  on  Jan.  24  Home  Missions  by  Bro. 
Robert  Byrd  of  West  Virginia.  The  final  program  on  Feb.  2  will 
be  a  play  portraying  mission  work  in  the  local  church  by  some 
of  our  local  talent. — Mrs.  Ralph  M.  Flory,  Naperville,  111.,  Jan.  18. 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — On  Nov.  28  Rev.  Habenger  of  the 
Northside  Tabernacle  conducted  a  special  service  at  our  church. 
On  Nov.  29  the  primary  teachers  finished  the  colored  window 
panes  for  the  basement.  The  effect  of  the  colored  cellophane 
against  the  light  is  beautiful.  All  the  teachers  of  the  Sunday 
school  met  for  their  first  meeting  on  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  1. 
Plans  were  discussed  for  better  work  in  the  Sunday  school.  It 
was  decided  to  meet  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month.  On  Dec.  2 
a  group  from  the  church  attended  a  visitation  instruction  class 
held  by  the  federation  of  churches.  Following  this  a  meeting  was 
held  at  our  pastor's  home  and  plans  were  made  for  visitation 
teams  to  call  on  old  and  new  friends  of  the  church.  Bro.  W.  W. 
Slabaugh  of  the  First  church  delivered  an  excellent  sermon  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  15.  We  met  in  regular  council  meeting  on 
Dec.  16.  The  mothers  and  mystery  daughters  held  a  Christmas 
party  on  Dec.  20.  Gifts  were  exchanged  and  luncheon  was 
served.  Dec.  22  was  one  of  the  best  Sundays  of  the  whole  year. 
A  Christmas  program  was  presented  in  the  morning;  at  five  in 
the  evening  the  juniors,  under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Roy  White 
and  Bro.  Peter  Kaufmann,  served  tea  to  the  entire  church.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  started  their  Christmas  caroling  at  three  o'clock  on 
Christmas  morning.  Bro.  Roy  White  and  his  wife  held  open 
house  on  New  Year's  Eve.  Luncheon  was  served  in  the  church 
at  eleven  o'clock  and  the  new  year  was  ushered  in  by  a  short 
service  conducted  by  our  pastor.  Bro.  Albert  Wieand  of  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  is  conducting  an  hour's  class  each  Sunday 
evening,  studying  the  Old  Testament  and  its  connection  with  the 
New  Testament.  The  interest  is  increasing. — Mrs.  Berniece 
Pfolsgrof,  Chicago,  111.,  Jan.   16. 

Chicago,  First. — Since  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter  of  1940, 
our  program  has  been  carried  forward  under  the  leadership  of 
our  acting  pastor,  Bro.  Jacob  Replogle,  a  student  in  the  seminary. 
During  this  period,  in  the  morning  services,  it  has  been  our  priv- 
ilege to  hear  from  members  of  the  seminary  faculty,  and  visiting 
ministers,  among  whom  were  D.  W.  Kurtz,  Charles  Bonsack,  Dan 
West,  Edward  Frantz,  and  Raymond  Peters.  The  evening  ses- 
sions were  divided  into  group  units,  the  adult  assembly  holding  a 
series  of  discussions  centered  upon  the  theme,  Brethren  in  Chris- 
tion  Service.  The  juniors  and  intermediates  divided  their  period 
between  choral  work  and  missionary  study.  For  a  number  of 
Sunday  evenings  the  young  men  gathered  in  special  session  to 
consider  the  problems  relative  to  their  position  as  draftees.  This 
year  Christmas  was  celebrated  on  two  consecutive  Sunday  eve- 
nings. On  Dec.  15  Bach's  Magnificat  was  presented  by  the  choir 
of  the  First  Congregational  church  in  Oak  Park,  and  on  the 
twenty-second,  The  Christmas  Story  in  Song  and  Scripture  was 
brought  to  us  by  our  united  choirs  in  collaboration  with  a  dra- 
matic reader.  Various  groups  have  been  pursuing  their  chari- 
table activities  with  energy  and  efficiency.  Before  Christmas, 
the  "Mr.  and  Mrs."  club  sponsored  the  distribution  of  thirty 
bushel  baskets  of  food  to  the  underprivileged.  Within  the  wom- 
en's council,  $54.98  was  raised,  twelve  layettes  were  made,  and 
200  pounds  of  used  clothing  were  shipped  to  the  war  relief  unit 
at  Manchester  College.  The  men  have  assumed  two  responsibil- 
ities: sponsoring  the  boys'  club  project,  including  its  director,  a 
Bethany  student;  and  sharing  in  the  scholarship  fund  for  the 
seminary  student  who  assists  the  pastor.  We  are  looking  forward 
with  keen  expectancy  to  the  coming  of  our  new  pastor,  Bro. 
Harper  Will.  The  parsonage  and  study  are  now  being  renovated 
in  anticipation  of  that  event. — Mrs.  Augustus  D.  Yaney,  Oak 
Park,  111.,  Jan.  18. 

Dixon. — On  Dec.  15  Brethren  Vernon  Hohnadel,  Willard  Powers 
and  E.  B.  Williams,  the  executive  board  of  men's  work  of  this  dis- 
trict, had  charge  of  the  service.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  the 
boys  and  girls  of  our  Sunday  school  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Clyde  Lenox  gave  a  Christmas  pageant.  The  House  of  Christmas. 
On  Dec.  30  a  business  meeting  was  held,  at  which  time  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Wm.  E.  Thompson,  was  re-elected  elder  for  1941.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  13  Bro.  Charles  D.  Bonsack  talked  to  our  draftees 
and  all  who  are  interested  in  a  non-military  camp.  Our  Sunday- 
school  attendance  continues  to  be  encouraging.  The  junior  de- 
partment, the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  open  forum  for  adults  all  are 
having  good  discussions  preceding  the  preaching  services  on  Sun- 
day evenings. — Mrs.   David  Wade,  Dixon,  111.,  Jan.  20. 

Polo. — Dedication  services  were  held  on  Nov.  17  for  the  remod- 
eled basement,  additional  rooms  and  other  improvements.  This 
improvement  was  added  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,300,  besides  donated 
labor  to  the  value  of  several  hundred  dollars.  Our  guest  speaker 
was  Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler  of  Mount  Morris.  Several  ladies  at- 
tended the  district  women's  work  conference  at  Naperville  on 
Oct.  11.  An  Anti-Saloon  League  speaker,  Rev.  H.  H.  Donnen- 
worth,  of  Naperville  was  here  on  Nov.  3.  A  union  Thanksgiving 
service  of  the  six  Protestant  churches  of  Polo  was  held  on  Nov.  20 
at  the  Christian  church.  A  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on 
Nov.  13,  with  Bro.  Kenneth  Bechtel  of  Sterling  as  speaker.  From 
Oct.  21  to  24  Brother  and  Sister  H.  Jesse  Baker  and  Bro.  John 
Heckman  attended  our  regional  pastors'  conference  in  Chicago. 
Our  average  attendance  in  Sunday  school  for  the  past  quarter 
was  202.  On  Dec.  7  the  friendship  circle  sponsored  a  provision 
sale  and  cleared  $27.05.  On  Dec.  12  we  held  our  first  public  sup- 
per  in   the   church    basement,    serving   334   and    clearing   $143.71. 
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Brethren  Baker  and  John  Heckman  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Standing  Committee  in  Chicago,  Dec.  18.  A  district  conference  of 
pastors,  elders,  district  delegates  and  other  interested  members 
met  in  the  Polo  church  on  Jan.  2  with  about  one  hundred  in  at- 
tendance. Children  of  the  Sunday  school  gave  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22,  and  in  the  evening  the  adults 
presented  The  Coming  of  the  King,  a  picture  and  carol  program. 
On  the  night  of  Dec.  23  the  young  folks  sang  carols  to  a  number 
of  shut-ins  and  elderly  folks  and  presented  each  with  a  Christ- 
mas remembrance  from  the  friendship  circle.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Baker  presented  the  church  with  a  pulpit  Bible,  which  was 
much  appreciated.  The  Gospel  Messenger  has  been  placed  in 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  homes.  The  official  board  met  on 
New  Year's  night  and  elected  Mrs.  Price  Heckman  as  music  di- 
rector. Ralph  Avey  is  president  of  men's  work. — Mrs.  Hazel 
Krum,  Polo,  111.,  Jan.  20. 

Indiana 

Bethel. — We  met  in  council  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  27  after 
prayer  meeting.  The  letters  of  Brother  and  Sister  Theodore  Mil- 
ler from  Pine  Creek  and  Sister  Hazel  Thomas  from  Bethany  were 
received.  Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  elder,  Bro.  Lee  Cory; 
clerk,  Bro.  Marion  Deeter;  treasurer,  Bro.  Arthur  Gilbert;  Mes- 
senger correspondent.  Sister  Grace  Noss.  Eight  were  baptized 
after  the  revival.  Our  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the 
children  following  the  Sunday-school  hour  on  Dec.  22.  The  aid 
society  gave  Christmas  baskets  to  some  of  the  shut-ins  and  needy 
and  helped  in  other  ways.  We  have  Bible  study  and  prayer 
meeting  every  Thursday  evening. — Clara  M.  Price,  Milford,  Ind., 
Jan.    17. 

Fairview. — We  met  in  a  members'  meeting  on  Dec.  31  to  close 
the  work  of  the  year  and  to  organize  for  the  new.  The  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  evening  because  many  of  our  brethren  work 
in  factories  during  the  day.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  One 
letter  of  membership  was  received  and  one  granted.  A  music 
committee  was  chosen  to  purchase  a  good  used  piano.  It  was 
decided  to  have  a  revival  meeting  sometime  during  this  fall. 
Eld.  Robert  L.  Sink  of  Rossville  was  re-elected  elder,  and  Bro. 
William  Dunk,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  The  treas- 
urers of  both  the  Sunday  school  and  the  church  gave  favorable 
reports.  Although  many  of  our  members'  families  do  not  own 
their  own  homes  there  is  progress  in  our  giving.  We  believe  our 
people  are  experiencing  greater  joy  in  the  sacrifice  of  giving. 
Bro.  John  Robert  Wagoner,  a  young  minister  in  our  church.  Is 
doing  the  preaching  on  Sunday  evenings.  The  evening  services 
are  well  attended. — Lulu  E.  Root,  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  Jan.  21. 

North  Winona. — A  correction  in  the  last  news  item  makes  it 
read  as  follows:  The  play  entitled  The  Shining  Window  was  given 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22.  Bro.  Lloyd  M.  Hoff  from  North  Man- 
chester filled  the  pulpit  on  Dec.  29.  On  Jan.  5  Bro.  Paul  H.  Hal- 
laday  from  North  Manchester  brought  the  morning  message. 
Our  church  is  planning  on  having  a  family  supper  at  the  church 
on  Jan.  22,  with  a  shower  of  useful  gifts  for  our  kitchen. — Mrs. 
Alma  E.  Hanawalt,  Pierceton,  Ind.,  Jan.  19. 

Pyrmont. — At  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  2  Eld.  J.  W.  Root  offici- 
ated. We  elected  officers  at  our  regular  church  business  meeting 
on  Dec.  13.  Bro.  Robert  L.  Sink  is  elder  and  pastor,  Sister  Inez 
Boyd,  Messenger  agent,  and  the  undersigned,  correspondent. 
Sister  Nancy  Laprad  is  president  of  the  ladies'  aid.  This  organi- 
zation is  meeting  twice  a  month  this  winter.  As  a  group  of  home- 
makers  we  are  much  interested  in  taking  home  nursing  lessons. 
The  Willing  Workers  class  sent  Christmas  baskets  to  the  sick  and 
shut-ins  and  is  continuing  with  other  projects  including  financial 
help  in  decorating  the  church.  The  men's  group  sponsored  a 
project  of  farming  last  year.  Several  from  this  place  attended 
the  peace  meeting  at  Anderson  on  Dec.  17.  We  have  good  attend- 
ance at  both  morning  and  evening  worship. — Mrs.  Jerry  Barnhart, 
Delphi,   Ind.,   Jan.   21. 

Rossville. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has  been 
above  the  average  recently.  The  Sunday  school  gave  a  treat  of 
candy  and  oranges  on  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  22,  and  in  the  eve- 
ning a  Christmas  program,  including  a  play.  The  Shining  Win- 
dow, was  presented  impressively.  The  special  Christmas  offer- 
ing amounted  to  $89.50.  The  women's  work  is  continuing  sewing 
for  war  relief  after  a  lapse  during  the  holidays  for  Christmas 
cheer  activities.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  conducting  its  services  every 
two  weeks.  The  ministerial  association  of  the  county  planned  a 
pulpit  exchange,  which  resulted  in  the  arrangement  that  our  pas- 
tor, Robert  Sink,  was  sent  to  the  Antioch  Christian  church,  and 
we  were  favored  with  having  Rev.  Carl  Hamburger  of  the  Frank- 
fort Tabernacle  at  our  church.  We  expect  Sister  Minerva  Metz- 
ger  to  come  home  soon.  She  is  awaiting  ship  on  the  China  coast 
and  may  reach  here  the  last  of  February.  We  are  trusting  for  a 
safe  journey  for  her.  The  church  is  working  on  the  one  hundred 
per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  plan. — Lillian  H.  Hufford,  Rossville, 
Ind.,  Jan.  20. 

Sampson  Hill. — Once  again  we  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
in  God's  house  on  Saturday  evening,  Sunday  morning  and  eve- 
ning, Jan.  11  and  12,  with  Bro.  J.  Andrew  Miller  of  Muncie  in 
charge.  On  Saturday  evening  Bro.  Miller  gave  an  interesting  talk 
on  camps  being  contemplated  for  conscientious  objectors.  Sun- 
day school  is  still  in  progress.  Our  attendance  has  decreased 
somewhat  on  account  of  bad  weather  and  sickness.  Almost  $50 
has  been  collected  to  date  for  the  project  to  reroof  the  church. 


At  this  writing  we  regret  to  report  the  serious  illness  of  Bro. 
John  Greenhalgh.  Our  Sunday  evening  offering  was  $3.50.  We 
hope  to  have  Bro.  Miller  with  us  again  in  February.  Our  com- 
munion was  held  on  Nov.  10  with  Bro.  Miller  in  charge.  There 
were  thirty  members  who  participated  in  the  holy  sacrament, 
some  being  from  the  New  Hope  church,  near  Seymour. — Gertrude 
Tranter,  Shoals,  Ind.,  Jan.  16. 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids. — On  Nov.  17  the  ladies'  aid  held  the  annual 
bazaar  and  church  supper  in  our  basement  auditorium.  About 
400  meals  were  served,  netting  a  profit  from  the  supper  and 
bazaar  of  about  $175.  On  Nov.  21  our  pastor  attended  a  workers' 
conference  of  the  district  held  in  the  Brooklyn  church.  On  Nov. 
24  our  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  with  a  good  attendance, 
a  good  program  and  a  roll  call  of  our  Boy  Scout  troop.  On 
Dec.  8  Universal  Bible  Sunday  was  recognized  at  the  evening 
service  when  the  women's  work  rendered  a  splendid  program. 
On  the  same  evening  a  sectional  conference  of  men's  work  was 
held  at  the  Robins  church,  with  Pastor  Earl  M.  Frantz  of  the 
Ivester  church  as  guest  speaker.  A  number  of  our  men  were  in 
attendance.  On  Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  was  rendered  in 
the  morning  by  the  children,  followed  with  an  appropriate  ser- 
mon by  our  pastor.  In  the  evening  an  impressive  Christmas  story 
in  song  and  pageantry  was  given  by  the  older  groups,  closing 
with  a  candlelighting  service.  At  this  time  an  offering  was  taken 
for  world-wide  missions.  On  Nov.  29,  following  the  evening  serv- 
ice, five  splendid  young  people  were  received  into  the  church 
in  a  beautiful  baptismal  service.  On  Dec.  31  a  watch  night  serv- 
ice was  held  in  the  basement  auditorium  with  about  one  hundred 
present.  Early  in  the  evening  games,  fellowship  and  refresh- 
ments were  enjoyed;  the  last  hour  was  a  spiritual  season  of 
worship,  closing  with  the  advent  of  the  new  year.  Each  Sunday 
evening  our  young  people  meet  for  a  "friendly"  hour  in  the  social 
room  preceding  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting.  They  are  now  studying 
Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger's  book,  Soudan's  Second  Sunup.  We  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  Brethren  Loan  Library.  A  librarian  or- 
ders the  books  and  has  as  many  as  fifteen  to  twenty  in  circula- 
tion most  of  the  time. — J.  K.  Miller,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Jan.  16. 

Union  Ridge. — At  our  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  held 
on  Dec.  13  church  officers  were  chosen  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
E.  M.  Frantz  of  Ivester  was  retained  as  elder.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  3  the  women's  work  showed  slides  illustrating  some  of  the 
old  hymns.  On  Nov.  10  our  harvest  home  meeting  was  held. 
Bro.  D.  D.  Harner  of  Greene,  Iowa,  gave  the  morning  sermon, 
which  was  followed  by  a  basket  dinner.  The  afternoon  program 
included  talks  on  the  history  of  the  church  by  Bro.  Edward  Eik- 
enberry  and  Bro.  J.  R.  Allen,  and  on  the  church  of  the  future  by 
Bro.  Harner.  Music  was  furnished  by  Bro.  Galen  Allen,  Brother 
and  Sister  Harner  and  Mrs.  Earl  Markin.  The  offering  amounted 
to  $50.55.  On  Nov.  25  our  women's  work  and  M.  M.  club  joined 
in  a  bazaar  and  supper.  A  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the 
Sunday-school  children  on  the  Sunday  morning  before  Christ- 
mas. In  the  evening  the  adults  gave  a  cantata,  The  Littlest  Son. 
A  number  of  our  young  people  went  caroling  to  the  shut-ins. 
Sister  Blough,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  time,  is  somewhat  im- 
proved. Our  church  served  a  farmer's  style  dinner  at  Dumont 
on  Jan.  15.  The  proceeds  netted  $20. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Allen,  Dumont, 
Iowa,  Jan.  19. 

Kansas 

Paint  Creek. — From  Nov.  3  to  17  we  held  our  revival  meeting. 
Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins  of  Cabool,  Mo.,  brought  the  messages,  which 
were  very  inspiring.  Three  were  baptized.  On  Nov.  19  Pastor 
Max  Hartsough  began  a  two  weeks'  revival  at  the  Fredonia 
church.  We  had  programs  at  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  We 
are  trying  to  renew  our  Messenger  club.  Owing  to  extremely 
bad  roads  attendance  at  church  has  been  small.  We  are  very 
grateful  for  those  who  can  and  do  attend  regularly.  Our  aid  has 
been  meeting  twice  monthly  to  make  garments  for  war  refugees. 
They  have  also  helped  at  home,  particularly  in  furnishing  Christ- 
mas dinners  for  two  needy  families. — Mrs.  Ruby  Dare,  Union- 
town,  Kans.,  Jan.  16. 

Richland  Center. — Our  annual  bazaar  and  three-cent  cafeteria 
suppers  brought  in  sales  to  the  amount  of  $140.  On  Nov.  27 
ninety-nine  fathers  and  sons  banqueted  at  beautifully  decorated 
tables  and  listened  to  an  address  by  Bro.  Leroy  Sell  of  Sabetha. 
At  the  Christmas  program  each  class  furnished  a  contribution, 
after  which  treats  were  given  to  all  present.  The  Aid  Society 
presented  Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Strohm  with  a  gift  and  sent 
boxes  of  food  to  the  elderly  people  and  shut-ins  of  the  com- 
munity. Our  men's  work  sponsored  a  shucking  bee  for  one  of 
our  brethren  who  was  in  the  hospital.  In  one  day  twenty-eight 
men,  with  eleven  wagons,  shucked  and  hauled  the  crop  to  town. 
The  aid  society  furnished  the  dinner  on  this  occasion.  The  aid 
society  is  preparing  a  box  of  clothing  for  relief.  The  children 
and  leaders  are  responding  in  a  fine  way  to  the  plan  of  having 
the  Sunday-school  worship  hour  with  the  four  children's  classes. 
Home-coming  day  this  fall  was  a  memorable  occasion.  Our  Mes- 
senger agent  is  working  diligently  to  get  the  Messenger  in  a 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes. — Mrs.  Will  Fralin,  Summerfield, 
Kans.,   Jan.    14. 

West  Wichita. — Our  attendance  has  suffered  somewhat  from  an 
epidemic  of  influenza  and  other  sickness.  The  Christmas  pro- 
gram was  given  on  the  night  of  Dec.  22.     An   offering  of   over 
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five  dollars  was  taken  for  the  General  Mission  Board.  A  basket 
was  made  up  for  a  family  in  the  neighborhood,  consisting  of 
food  given  in  a  white  gift  service.  The  cent-a-meal  offering  plan 
has*  been  followed  since  August.  A  revival  is  being  planned  for 
spring.  Our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Ernest  Shively,  is  now  with 
the  church  in  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.  Bro.  A.  L.  Whitmore  of  Mc- 
Pherson  College  is  now  serving  as  part-time  pastor. — Dorothy 
Dennis,  West  Wichita,  Kans.,  Jan.   13. 

Maryland 
Fredericks — Thirty-nine  young  people  and  adults  attended  the 
district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table  at  Washington,  D.  C.  This  group 
received  the  gold  seal  for  the  high  standard  of  work  achieved 
for  three  consecutive  years.  For  the  second  consecutive  time 
they  also  received  the  district  banner  award  for  having  the 
highest  number  of  recognition  points  of  any  visiting  organiza- 
tion. Pastor  Shober  was  elected  adult  adviser  of  the  district 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  for  1940-41.  On  Oct.  18  our  quarterly  workers'  con- 
ference supper  was  held,  with  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Hartman  of  the 
Grace  Reformed  Church  as  guest  speaker.  On  Oct.  27  the  eve- 
ning service  was  in  charge  of  the  women's  work.  The  theme  of 
Social  Purity  was  presented  in  a  playlet  entitled  A  Good  Name, 
and  in  an  address  by  Norman  E.  Ford.  Our  church  workers' 
training  class  began  its  work  on  Oct.  23  with  an  enrollment  of 
twenty-seven.  Two  books  are  being  studied,  The  Art  of  Leader- 
ship, taught  by  Pastor  Shober;  and  Psychology  for  Christian 
Teachers,  sponsored  by  the  men's  work.  A  children's  choir  is 
being  organized  with  Beverly  Feaga  as  director.  On  Nov.  3 
there  was  a  special  service  for  the  consecration  of  babies.  Fol- 
lowing this  service  the  preparatory  message  for  communion  was 
given  by  Eld.  J.  H.  Hollinger  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He  also 
officiated  at  the  communion.  On  Nov.  7  our  women  attended 
the  missionary  institute  and  luncheon  of  the  Federated  Church 
Women  held  in  the  United  Brethren  church  of  the  city.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  peace  program  on  Nov.  10.  At  the  father 
and  son  banquet  on  Nov.  19  Bro.  Jesse  H.  Ziegler  of  Univer- 
sity Park  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  meal  was  served  by  the 
junior  aid  society.  Our  church,  together  with  the  United  Breth- 
ren and  the  Trinity  Methodist  churches,  held  a  Thanksgiving 
service  in  the  latter  church  on  Nov.  20.  Rev.  J.  H.  Schmidt  of 
the  United  Brethren  church  gave  the  sermon.  Our  church  was 
in  charge  of  morning  devotions  over  station  WFMD  on  Nov.  27. 
On  Dec.  1  the  cabinet  of  the  women's  work  organization  held  a 
meeting.  On  Dec.  5  and  8  the  play.  The  House  on  the  Sand,  by 
Elbert  Field,  was  given  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  A  peace  conference 
was  held  in  our  church  on  Dec.  9,  with  Mrs.  Ruth  Rinehart,  re- 
gional peace  director,  and  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  regional  execu- 
tive secretary,  as  guest  speakers  of  the  afternoon  session,  and 
Bro.  Dan  West  guest  speaker  of  the  night  session.  On  Dec.  15 
the  junior  choir  sang  Christmas  carols  during  the  Sunday-school 
devotional  period.  Our  church  has  recently  been  the  recipient 
of  a  piano  and  organ,  which  were  donated  by  Mrs.  Samuel  Git- 
tinger,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Snyder  respectively.  Since  our 
last  writing  nine  have  been  added  to  our  membership,  four  by 
baptism  and  five  by  letter.  Ten  new  babies  have  been  added  to 
the  cradle  roll.  On  Dec.  17  Pastor  Shober  attended  a  specially 
called  meeting  of  our  Annual  Conference  Standing  Committee  in 
Chicago.  On  Dec.  22  special  music  was  given  by  the  young 
people's  choir  and  the  junior  choir.  In  the  evening  the  combined 
choirs  of  forty  voices  presented  the  cantata,  Yuletide  Memories, 
by  Wilson.  The  Sunday-school  program  for  the  children  was 
given  in  the  evening  of  Dec.  25.  The  annual  Christmas  party  of 
the  Golden  Rule  class  and  junior  aid  society  was  held  at  the  home 
of  the  writer  on  Dec.  26.  At  this  time  the  peanut  sisters'  gifts 
were  exchanged. — Mrs.  John  W.   Wolfe,  Frederick,  Md.,  Jan.   12. 

Froslburg. — "We,  the  people  of  this  church  and  congregation, 
now  consecrate  ourselves  anew,  dedicating  this  entire  building 
in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
With  these  closing  words  of  our  dedication  service  for  our  newly 
acquired  place  of  worship,  the  members  of  the  Frostburg  Church 
of  the  Brethren  had  a  new  and  definite  purpose.  Eld.  Arthur 
Scrogum  delivered  the  dedicatory  sermon  with  Brethren  N.  D. 
Cosner,  C.  D.  Brendlinger,  W.  J.  Hamilton  and  A.  J.  Beeghly 
assisting.  Special  music  was  presented  by  the  church  choir  with 
the  Methodist  choir  and  male  quartet  as  guests.  Bro.  DeWitt  L. 
Miller  of  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  conducted  a  series  of  evangelistic 
services  in  October.  These  services  were  both  creative  and  in- 
spirational. Our  communion  service  was  held  on  Nov.  1.  On 
Dec.  15  Bro.  Newton  Cosner  left  the  Frostburg  congregation  to 
take  up  a  pastorate  at  Windber,  Pa.  It  was  with  regret  that 
we  saw  him  and  Mrs.  Cosner  and  daughter  leave  us.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.,  a  very  active  organization  in  our  church,  gave  a  farewell 
tea  in  their  honor.  Bro.  Lester  Evans  has  been  appointed  as 
supply  pastor  until  a  regular  one  can  be  obtained.  The  young 
people  were  in  charge  of  the  Christmas  program,  presenting 
a  pageant  entitled  The  Christmas  Voice,  on  Dec.  22.  On  Dec.  29 
John  E.  Grim,  a  young  man  who  has  been  very  active  in  our 
church  work  for  several  years,  was  granted  a  local  minister's 
license  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  our  congregation.  Bro.  Grim 
has  had  charge  of  two  services  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  Evans. — 
Pearl  Miller,  Beulah  Coleman,  Frostburg,  Md.,  Jan.  17. 

Longmeadow. — In  September  the  Sunday  school  organized  for 
the  coming  year,  and  the  officers  were  installed  so  they  could 
take  office  by  Oct.  14.  The  Sunday-school  work  is  progressing 
under  the  capable  leadership  of  Bro.  Kermit  Strife.     The  B.  Y. 


P.  D.  and  the  Sunday  school  made  contributions  at  Thanksgiving 
for  the  poor  and  needy.  The  young  people  have  been  having 
their  regular  meetings  and  socials  since  they  organized  in  July. 
Once  a  month  we  have  the  missiongrams  read  before  the  Sunday- 
school  lesson  study.  The  ladies  of  the  church  are  busy  quilting. 
The  slides  showing  pictures  of  our  girls'  schools  in  India,  China 
and  Africa  were  given  in  December.  On  Dec.  25  the  Christmas 
program  was  rendered.  The  men  did  some  work  recently  on 
the  church  grounds. — Genevieve  Rowland,  Hagerstown,  Md., 
Jan.  20. 

Long  Green  Valley. — The  elders  have  secured  Eld.  M.  A.  Jacobs 
to  hold  our  series  of  meetings  the  last  of  July  and  first  of  August. 
The  church  has  installed  an  oil  burner  for  heating.  Some  of 
the  work  of  installing  it  was  done  by  the  men's  Bible  class.  The 
list  of  officers  for  1941  includes:  I.  S.  Long,  elder;  Bro.  Verlin 
Tombaugh,  Sunday-school  superintendent;  Sister  Ida  Breiden- 
baugh,  Messenger  agent.  On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  gave  an 
inspiring  Christmas  play  entitled  The  Waif's  Christmas.  The 
ladies'  Bible  class  is  helping  to  get  three  fourths  of  the  resident 
families  to  subscribe  for  the  Messenger. — Mrs.  John  C.  Breiden- 
baugh,  Long  Green,  Md.,  Jan.  15. 

Myersville. — Our  pastor  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  at 
Longmeadow  with  an  exchange  of  pulpits  on  Sunday.  Bro. 
Harry  Rowland  preached  an  inspiring  message  on  Walking 
Through  Life  With  God.  Two  meetings  were  called  by  our  pas- 
tor for  instructions  to  those  of  draft  age.  Our  church  is  plan- 
ning, with  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  to  instruct  its  mem- 
bers in  regard  to  the  setting  up  of  work  camps  for  our  con- 
scientious objectors.  Thus  far  several  young  men  have  been 
called  who  are  objectors.  The  election  of  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  was  held  in  the  fall  and  all  were  duly  installed 
following  the  election.  Russell  L.  Smith  is  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent; Kathaleene  Summers,  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.; 
C.  F.  Holsopple,  adult  adviser;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Brandeburg,  president 
of  women's  work.  Great  interest  is  shown  in  our  Bible  study 
classes  each  week.  We  have  finished  the  study  of  the  Book  of 
Romans  and  now  are  beginning  to  study  the  Gospel  of  John. 
Two  weeks  of  meetings  were  held  by  our  pastor  in  October  with 
special  music  each  night  by  visiting  groups.  Following  the 
meeting  there  were  eight  baptized;  two  await  the  rite.  The 
love  feast  was  largely  attended,  necessitating  two  separate  feasts, 
one  in  the  main  auditorium  and  one  in  the  church  basement. 
There  has  been  a  gradual  growth  in  the  Sunday  school.  Our 
pastor  reports  a  spiritual  growth  in  the  church.  Vegetables 
and  canned  goods  were  taken  to  the  Old  Folks  Home  at  San 
Mar  in  the  early  fall.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  taken  on  added  inter- 
est with  increased  attendance.  The  district  ministerial  and 
Sunday-school  convention  of  Middle  Maryland  was  held  in  our 
church  on  Oct.  30,  31.  The  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  on 
Nov.  20  by  our  pastor,  the  offering  going  to  the  County  Children's 
Welfare.  There  was  a  cornhusking  bee  held  at  the  farm  of  Bro. 
Clay  Bittle  in  the  fall  by  some  of  our  members  and  neighbors 
while  Bro.  Bittle  was  very  sick.  We  have  collected  much  used 
warm  clothing  for  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  of 
Philadelphia.  There  was  a  dedication  service  held  in  connection 
with  the  450  pounds  of  clothing  sent  by  the  help  of  the  Gross- 
nickle  church.  This  work  was  sponsored  by  the  young  people. 
Our  pastor  reports  eight  weddings  and  nine  funerals  for  the  past 
year.  The  Christmas  program  was  presented  on  Dec.  22,  with 
the  children's  exercise  followed  by  a  play,  The  Empty  Room,  by 
the   young   people. — G.   Frank   Smith,   Middletown,   Md.,   Jan.   10. 

Michigan 

Detroit,  First. — World-wide  communion  Sunday  was  a  fine  spir- 
itual fellowship  with  those  who  suffer  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
We  had  our  fall  festival  on  Oct.  25.  After  dinner  there  was  a 
baked  food  sale  and  a  program  to  which  various  groups  con- 
tributed. The  school  of  religion,  with  a  study  of  Bible  history, 
was  conducted  by  the  pastor  for  one  week  in  November.  Our 
father  and  son  banquet  was  enjoyed  on  Nov.  8,  with  Rev.  Foster 
Jones  as  guest  speaker.  The  Chinese  Sunday  school  is  progress- 
ing under  the  faithful  direction  of  Bro.  M.  B.  Williams.  On 
Oct.  20  Bro.  Yee  Wong  was  installed  in  the  deacon's  office.  There 
are  one  minister  and  two  deacons  in  our  Chinese  group.  The 
offering  from  the  relief  cups  from  the  middle  of  October  to 
Thanksgiving  was  $95.16.  The  Christmas  white  gift  offering 
amounted  to  $111.08.  The  women's  council  has  been  active  this 
winter.  On  Dec.  6  a  silver  tea  was  held  at  the  pastor's  home. 
Five  dollars  of  the  offering  was  given  to  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety and  five  dollars  to  local  relief.  On  Nov.  20  a  box  of  cloth- 
ing was  sent  to  the  Near  East  sufferers.  In  December  they  gave 
$300  to  the  local  church  fund.  The  mother's  club  gave  a  dozen 
pairs  of  pajamas  to  the  tuberculosis  patients  of  the  city.  Since 
our  last  report  there  have  been  four  persons  received  by  bap- 
tism and  one  by  letter.  Two  babies  were  consecrated  on  Christ- 
mas Sunday.  The  new  church  directory  was  presented  to  the 
church  on  Dec.  1,  budget  Sunday.  A  fine  response  has  been  given 
to  our  financial  program.  The  pastor's  sermons  on  stewardship 
were  inspiring.  Church  groups  and  classes  prepared  Christmas 
baskets  for  our  needy  friends.  Attendance  and  general  interest 
have  been  encouraging.  The  evening  service  has  a  larger  at- 
tendance than  last  year,  especially  by  the  young  people.  The 
year's  work  culminated  in  a  watch  service — a  social  hour,  re- 
freshments and  a  fine  worship  service  arranged  by  Bro.  Harvey 
Hostetler.     We  appreciate  the   service  of  both  Brother  and   Sis- 
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ter  Hostetler.  We  are  sorry  that  Mrs.  Hostetler  has  been  forced 
by  ill-health  to  retire  temporarily  from  all  church  activities. 
Thirteen  members  attended  the  Detroit  council  of  churches  an- 
nual dinner  on  Jan.  9.  Dr.  Edgar  DeWitt  Jones  gave  an  inspiring 
address  on  The  Road  to  Unity  Needs  Mending.  The  executive 
board  held  a  business  meeting  on  Jan.  12  to  plan  for  the  Lenten 
season,  and  for  the  silver  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our 
church.  On  Dec.  29  we  were  happy  to  have  as  our  guest  speaker 
Bro.  Garland  Borden,  who  was  visiting  his  parents.  The  church 
granted  him  a  license  to  preach  another  year.  Some  of  our 
men  and  boys  expect  to  attend  the  state  meeting  at  Woodland, 
Mich.,  Jan.  25.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  study  our  local 
situation  regarding  conscription  in  military  service. — Mrs.  Wal- 
ter K.  Gordon,  Detroit,  Mich.,  Jan.  13. 

Poniiac. — Our  Christmas  program  was  held  on  Dec.  22.  The 
children  exchanged  gifts  after  the  program.  The  annual  Christ- 
mas bazaar  was  held  on  Dec.  6  in  the  church  basement.  Each 
class  had  a  booth  and  the  ladies'  aid  had  a  bazaar  and  bake  sale. 
A  decorating  fund  has  been  started,  looking  forward  to  the  pur- 
chase of  paint  and  other  materials  needed  to  decorate  the  audi- 
torium of  the  church.  On  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month  a  col- 
lection is  being  taken  for  the  fund.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  revival  meetings  to  begin  Feb.  24.  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  will 
be  the  evangelist. — Mrs.  Paul  Shafer,  Pontiac,  Mich.,  Jan.  20. 

Rodney. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  7  we  voted  for  a  Messenger 
club.  The  church  paper  will  be  put  in  the  homes  of  all  resi- 
dent members.  Bro.  Charles  Jehnsen  was  given  a  license  to 
preach.  Bro.  Galen  Barkdoll  was  with  us  for  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  in  early  November.  We  had  only  fair  attendance  as  the 
weather  was  not  favorable.  Two  of  our  young  people  were  bap- 
tized. The  junior  Sunday-school  department  sent  $2  for  China 
relief,  this  amount  being  special  and  birthday  offerings.  On  Dec. 
22  the  drama,  Glad  Tidings,  was  given  before  a  large  audience. 
We  have  engaged  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  to  hold  a 
revival  the  first  two  weeks  of  December,  1941.  Bro.  L.  H. 
Prowant  will  preach  for  us  on  Jan.  12.  Our  minister,  Bro.  Er- 
nest Jehnsen,  was  stricken  with  illness  on  Dec.  30,  at  the  home 
of  Bro.  James  Fredericks,  while  home  on  vacation  from  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  His  physician  advises  him  to  stay  out  of 
school  this  term.  Bro.  Jehnsen  is  much  improved  and  has  been 
taken  to  his  home.  Our  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance 
has  been  fairly  good  this  winter.  Snow-filled  roads  have  pre- 
vented some  from  attending. — Florence  Van  Westrienen,  Rod- 
ney, Mich.,  Jan.  9. 

Missouri 

Peace  Valley. — We  met  in  council  on  Jan.  4,  to  elect  officers, 
some  to  serve  for  six  months,  others  for  a  longer  term.  Dur- 
ing 1940  a  number  were  added  to  the  church  and  recently  we 
received  six  by  letter.  The  Sunday  school  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  were 
reorganized  with  some  changes.  We  need  another  class  for  our 
small  children.  In  1940  we  built  an  extra  room  and  now  it  ap- 
pears we  need  more  for  classes.  We  are  hoping  that  1941  will 
yet  bring  others  to  increase  our  efficiency  as  good  workers.  The 
church  has  chosen  the  writer  as  corresponding  secretary  for  the 
Messenger. — Mrs.   Ethel  Broyles,  West  Plains,  Mo.,  Jan.   13. 

Ohio 

Black  River. — We  held  our  fall  series  of  meetings  from  Nov.  3 
to  17,  with  Bro.  J.  D.  Reber  from  Cleveland  as  evangelist.  One 
was  added  to  our  membership  a  few  weeks  after  the  meetings. 
On  Nov.  16  we  held  our  all-day  harvest  meeting  with  a  fellowship 
dinner  at  noon,  and  in  the  evening  our  love  feast.  Our  church 
has  been  newly  papered  and  varnished.  At  our  Christmas  pro- 
gram the  choir  sang  two  selections  from  the  Messiah,  and  the 
children  gave  readings  and  recitations.  On  Jan.  12  four  men  rep- 
resenting the  Gideons  visited  our  church.  It  might  be  of  interest 
to  some  to  know  that  Brother  and  Sister  Sam  Orr,  whose  home 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  last  fall  when  it  was  struck  by 
lightning,  are  now  comfortable  in  their  new  home  in  West  Salem. 
The  Messenger  is  being  sent  into  all  our  resident  family  homes 
this  year.  On  Jan.  23  a  workers'  conference  will  be  held  at 
Brother  and  Sister  Jess  Garver's. — Mrs.  Aaron  J.  Browand,  Spen- 
cer, Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

Canton.  Maple  Avenue. — We  met  in  council  on  Jan.  13.  We 
decided  to  hold  a  week  of  pre-Easter  services,  to  hold  our  love 
feast  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  to  redecorate  the  interior  of  the 
church. — Mrs.  Cathrine  Paulus,  East  Sparta,  Ohio,  Jan.  21. 

Harris  Creek. — Our  Sunday  school  is  gaining  in  numbers  as 
well  as  interest  under  the  leadership  of  our  efficient  pastor,  Bro. 
Theo.  R.  Eley,  and  Superintendent  Myron  Loxley.  At  our  regu- 
lar church  council  on  Dec.  14  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year:  elder,  Theo.  R.  Eley;  assistant  elder,  G.  L. 
Wine;  church  clerk,  Nora  Wise;  treasurer,  Etoile  Sargent.  There 
has  been  much  sickness  among  our  members  this  winter.  We 
greatly  miss  our  faithful  janitor,  Bro.  Philip  Cassel,  who  was 
taken  by  death  recently.  He  had  served  as  janitor  for  over 
twenty  years.  Our  young  people  gave  the  pageant.  The  Shining 
Window,  at  Christmas  time.  The  young  people  of  the  Salem 
church,  Ohio,  gave  a  peace  program  on  Jan.  19  to  a  large  and 
appreciative  audience.  In  addition  to  the  regular  work  our  aid 
society  collected  three  bags  of  new  and  used  clothing  for  relief 
work.     We  are  looking  forward  to  our  pre-Easter  services  to  be 


conducted  by  Pastor  Eley. — Mrs.  Nora  Wise,  Bradford,  Ohio, 
Jan.  20. 

Marble  Furnace. — We  met  in  regular  council  in  December. 
Several  of  our  young  people,  including  Pastor  Paul  Wright,  at- 
tended services  at  the  Hamilton  church  in  November.  A  very 
impressive  candlelight  service  was  held  at  Thanksgiving  time 
under  the  direction  of  our  pastor.  There  is  much  interest  in 
choir  rehearsal  every  Thursday  night.  It  is  planned  to  combine 
prayer  meeting  with  this  rehearsal.  On  Dec.  22  a  Christmas 
program  was  given  to  a  very  large  audience.  Fifteen  women  of 
the  ladies'  aid  met  all  day  on  Jan.  15.  A  covered  dish  dinner  was 
served.  The  aim  of  this  organization  for  the  year  is  to  help 
those  who  need  help.  Sunday-school  attendance  is  very  good 
considering  the  fact  that  so  many  in  the  community  are  ill.  We 
are  grateful  for  the  fine  sermons  given  by  Pastor  Wright. — Fanny 
Keplinger,  Peebles,  Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

Pleasant  View. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  12  we  elected  Bro.  I.  C. 
Paul  elder;  Mrs.  I.  W.  Byerly,  correspondent,  and  P.  A.  Rus- 
misel,  Messenger  agent.  At  the  December  aid  society  meeting 
Sister  Emmit  Driver  was  elected  president.  During  the  past 
year  the  aid  society  met  in  twelve  all-day  meetings.  The  time 
was  spent  in  piecing  comforters,  quilting  and  sewing  for  needy 
families.  At  the  last  meeting  the  secretary  reported  that  more 
than  $600  had  been  received  during  the  year.  On  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22  the  young  married  people's  class  gave  the  Christmas 
pageant,  Prince  of  Peace. — Mrs.  Glenn  Cool,  Lima,  Ohio,  Jan.  17. 

Oklahoma 
Bartlesville. — On  Dec.  11  we  had  our  quarterly  council  meet- 
ing. Bro.  Van  Dyke,  wife  and  daughter  and  ten  young  people 
attended  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  at  Guthrie.  The  Home 
Builders  class  sponsored  a  box  supper  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  E.  W.  Burchfield  on  Dec.  17.  The  class  was  well 
pleased  with  the  proceeds  from  the  supper,  which  they  turned 
into  the  church  treasury.  On  the  Sunday  morning  before  Christ- 
mas the  Sunday  school  had  a  white  gift  offering  for  the  purpose 
of  filling  a  Christmas  basket  which  went  to  one  of  our  less  for- 
tunate members.  That  evening  the  children  and  young  people 
gave  a  fine  Christmas  program  to  a  large  audience.  A  missionary 
offering  was  lifted.  In  spite  of  a  great  deal  of  sickness  our  at- 
tendance has  been  larger  than  usual.  We  are  working  to  keep  it 
increasing.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  love  feast  on  Jan.  26. 
— Mrs.  Howard  Hurst,  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  Jan.   12. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — At  our  council  in  December  the  following  church 
officers  were  retained:  clerk,  Anna  Harlacher;  Messenger  agent, 
John  Harlacher;  treasurer,  Bro.  J.  L.  Christlieb;  Messenger  cor- 
respondent, the  writer.  On  Nov.  24  we  celebrated  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  this  congregation,  with  an  all- 
day  meeting.  Several  letters  from  former  members  were  read. 
Sister  J.  L.  Christlieb  gave  an  interesting  history  of  the  church. 
She,  with  Bro.  M.  C.  Lininger  of  Ashland,  Ore.,  who  recently 
passed  away,  were  two  who  were  instrumental  in  starting  the 
church  here.  Eight  members  were  present  at  the  first  Sunday 
school.  A  drama,  Chimneys,  was  given  in  the  afternoon  of  our 
anniversary  program  and  was  greatly  enjoyed.  Our  ladies' 
aid  met  before  Christmas  at  the  home  of  Sister  C.  N.  Stutsman 
for  an  all-day  meeting.  Two  comforters  were  tied,  clothing  was 
gathered  for  the  relief  and  several  baskets  were  sent  out  to  needy 
folks.  A  Christmas  program  was  given  on  Dec.  22  to  a  well-filled 
house.  Several  of  our  members  are  ill  with  the  influenza.  On 
Dec.  29  Chalmer  Johnson,  one  of  our  promising  young  men.  was 
installed  into  the  ministry  at  the  close  of  the  eleven  o'clock 
service.  Several  of  our  young  people  who  are  attending  college 
at  La  Verne  and  a  Nazarene  college  at  Nampa,  Idaho,  were  home 
during  the  holidays.  A  second  declamation  contest,  sponsored 
by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  was  given  by  five  of  our  girls. — Teckla  Olsen, 
Grants  Pass,  Ore.,  Jan.  9. 

Portland. — We  were  without  regular  pastoral  service  for  almost 
a  year.  Bro.  H.  G.  Shank  resigned  on  account  of  ill-health  on 
Nov.  1,  1939,  but  supplied  the  pulpit  and  cared  for  the  most 
needy  phases  of  the  work  until  Sept.  1,  1940.  During  this  year 
five  were  baptized,  two  received  from  the  Old  Order  church  and 
several  by  letter.  On  Sept.  1  Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  R.  Hat- 
ton  came  from  Omaha,  Nebr.,  to  begin  pastoral  work.  The 
parsonage  had  been  redecorated,  and  a  goodly  group  of  members 
and  friends  called  to  extend  a  welcome  and  present  them  with 
a  beautiful  floor  lamp.  On  Oct.  6  Brother  and  Sister  Hatton 
began  special  evangelistic  services  which  continued  for  two 
weeks  and  closed  with  the  communion  service  on  Oct.  21.  Nine 
were  baptized,  one  rebaptized  and  one  reconsecrated.  Several 
have  also  been  received  by  letter.  During  the  past  few  months 
the  church  enjoyed  the  service  of  Brethren  Forest  Eisenbise, 
F.  H.  Barr,  J.  D.  Miller  and  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.  New  lights  have 
been  installed  in  the  church  auditorium  and  classrooms.  The 
young  people  have  been  showing  a  splendid  interest  in  the  church 
and  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  12  gave  a  musical  program  which  re- 
vealed some  fine  talent.  Bro.  Hatton  preached  on  Sunday  after- 
noons at  Newberg  during  the  fall  months.  He  also  held  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Albany  during  November.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  greater  things  in  the  future. — Mrs.  H.  G.  Shank,  Port- 
land, Oreg.,  Jan.  13. 

Pennsylvania 

Allentown. — At   a   special  council  held   in   August,   Bro.   Lester 
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Bucher  from  Myerstown  was  selected  as  part-time  pastor.  We 
are  grateful  to  the  groups  from  the  various  congregations  who 
worshiped  with  us  and  brought  inspiring  messages  while  we  had 
no  regular  pastor.  Bro.  Robert  Kneckle  was  licensed  to  the 
ministry.  On  Oct.  6  we  observed  our  annual  rally  day.  At  our 
anniversary  service  on  Oct.  27  Brethren  Norman  Musser  and 
Clyde  Weaver  gave  us  challenging  messages.  In  the  afternoon 
session  the  mixed  choruses  from  the  Midway,  Annville  and  Pal- 
myra congregations  were  present.  There  was  a  splendid  attend- 
ance at  these  services.  A  special  offering  taken  in  the  afternoon 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  bus  amounted  to  $117.  On  Dec.  1 
the  student  volunteers  from  Elizabethtown  were  with  us.  In  the 
evening  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  from  Nokesville,  Va.,  started  our 
evangelistic  meetings,  which  lasted  for  two  weeks.  His  messages 
were  inspiring  and  challenging  and  as  a  direct  result  ten  were 
baptized.  We  expect  the  Parker  family  to  be  with  us  on  Jan.  26. 
— Helen  C.  Bucher,  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  9. 

Aughwick. — During  the  fourth  quarter  of  1940  seventeen  were 
baptized.  At  Beech  Run  a  special  evening  was  set  aside  to  show 
slides  of  the  Africa  mission  field;  an  offering  of  $14  was  given  for 
the  children  of  leper  parents.  On  Christmas  Eve  the  children  and 
adult  chorus  gave  a  program  with  an  offering  for  general  mis- 
sions. The  slides  of  Africa  and  the  ten  best  hymns  were  given 
in  Rockhill.  The  young  people  of  Rockhill  gave  a  program  on 
Christmas  night  with  an  offering  for  missions.  In  Germany 
Valley  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  program  on  the  Sunday  before 
Christmas  with  an  offering  for  district  missions.  Sugar  Run 
entertained  the  adults  of  the  congregation  on  Jan.  7.  Valley 
Point  has  had  good  attendance  and  interest  throughout  1940. — 
Marian   Scholten,   Rockhill   Furnace,  Pa.,   Jan.   13. 

Carlisle. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  Jan.  1  Pastor 
H.  M.  Snavely  gave  an  interesting  report  of  the  church,  cover- 
ing a  period  of  nine  years.  After  receiving  reports  of  various 
officials  and  committees  we  decided  to  have  a  week  of  pre-Easter 
services,  the  pastor  to  arrange  for  the  same.  We  are  entering  a 
new  year  with  our  local  church  geared  to  do  a  better  work  for 
the  Master.  We  are  co-operating  with  the  district  committee 
to  produce  a  history  of  the  churches  of  Southern  Pennsylvania. 
May  God  add  his  blessing  to  the  work  at  this  place. — J.  E.  Faulk- 
ner,   Carlisle,    Pa.,    Jan.    13. 

Codorus. — Since  our  last  report  twenty  have  been  baptized. 
Four  of  these  were  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  house  in  August;  six- 
teen at  the  New  Freedom  house  in  September.  Eight  of  this  lat- 
ter number  were  heads  of  families.  On  Oct.  13  Bro.  B.  P. 
Swertzendruber  of  California  preached  a  good  sermon  at  the 
Shrewsbury  house.  In  the  evening  the  young  people  had  a  pro- 
gram with  Bro.  N.  S.  Sellers  of  Lineboro  as  speaker.  On  Oct.  19 
Bro.  John  D.  Roop  of  Linwood,  Md.,  gave  us  a  fine  message. 
Prior  to  the  love  feast  on  the  following  day  at  Codorus  Bro. 
W.  G.  Group  of  East  Berlin  gave  us  an  inspiring  message  on  self- 
examination  and  officiated  in  the  evening.  On  Nov.  10  the  love 
feast  was  held  at  Shrewsbury.  Bro.  M.  C.  Valentine  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  gave  a  helpful  message  and  officiated  in  the  evening. 
Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  Codorus,  Nov.  28,  in  the 
morning,  at  which  time  a  good  offering  was  lifted  for  missions. 
In  the  evening  services  were  held  at  Shrewsbury  and  Pleasant 
Hill,  with  our  home  ministers  giving  fine  messages.  On  Dec.  1 
our  young  people  gave  a  program  at  Codorus.  On  Dec.  25  a 
Christmas  service  was  held  at  Codorus  in  the  morning,  and  a 
program  by  the  young  people  in  the  evening,  at  which  time  an 
offering  was  taken  for  relief  purposes.  At  our  council  on  Jan.  1 
Elders  L.  K.  Ziegler  of  Waynesboro  and  Edward  Ziegler  of  York 
were  present  for  the  installation  of  three  ministers  and  four  dea- 
cons. Thus  far  we  have  had  one  hundred  families  subscribe  for 
the  Gospel  Messenger. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa., 
Jan.    10. 

Conewago. — On  Nov.  24  we  had  three  exceedingly  interesting 
meetings  at  the  Conewago  house.  In  the  morning  the  subject  was 
Thanksgiving.  Bro.  D.  H.  Snader  from  the  Akron  congregation 
delivered  an  interesting  sermon  on  the  Thanksgiving  theme. 
During  the  afternoon  a  song  fest  was  held  which  was  very  well 
attended.  Several  visiting  choristers  led  in  the  congregational 
singing  and  our  four  choristers  did  the  same.  The  Greentree 
chorus  rendered  several  special  numbers.  A  peace  program  was 
held  during  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Bro.  Snader  deliv- 
ered a  very  appropriate  message.  The  Conewago  girls'  gospel 
quartet  rendered  several  selections,  two  of  which  pertained  di- 
rectly to  the  subject  of  peace.  The  young  people's  committee  was 
in  charge  of  the  meetings.  Our  council  meeting  held  on  Dec.  12 
at  the  Bachmanville  house  was  well  attended.  Eld.  Howard  A. 
Merkey  from  the  Fairview  congregation  was  re-elected  to  the 
eldership  and  choristers  were  elected.  On  Dec.  22  our  young 
people  rendered  their  Christmas  program.  Bro.  Benjamin  Stauf- 
fer  from  the  Chiques  congregation  delivered  a  message  which 
was  challenging  and  encouraging  to  the  young  people. — Lillie  I. 
Heisey,  Hershey,  Pa.,  Jan.  13. 

Dunnings  Creek. — On  Nov.  17  the  student  volunteers  from  Juni- 
ata College  were  with  us  for  services  at  each  of  the  three 
churches  in  our  congregation.  It  is  inspiring  to  have  young 
people  of  this  type  come  in  our  midst  to  give  of  their  time  and 
talent  in  missionary  work.  Services  marking  the  dedication  of  a 
parsonage  for  the  Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  held  Nov.  30 
and  Dec.  1,  were  well  attended  and  highly  appreciated.  Bro. 
T.  F.  Henry   of  Roaring  Spring,  Sister  Madolin  B.   Taylor,   Bro. 


T.  B.  Mickle  and  Bro.  Rowland  were  the  speakers.  An  offering 
was  lifted  amounting  to  about  $800  in  cash  and  pledges,  given 
mostly  by  local  people.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  messages  and 
the  splendid  way  in  which  Bro.  Henry  led  our  dedicatory  serv- 
ices. The  parsonage  is  almost  completed  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Rowland  are  now  comfortably  located.  Christmas  services  were 
held  at  each  of  our  three  churches  in  the  congregation.  Our  pas- 
tor spoke  at  a  watch  night  service  at  the  Windber  church.  The 
New  Paris  young  people  were  guests  at  a  social  at  the  Windber 
church  on  New  Year's  Eve. — Mrs.  Albert  Ritchey,  Schellsburg, 
Pa.,  Jan.  13. 

Everell. — At  our  rally  day  services  on  Oct.  6  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis 
and  wife  were  with  us.  Bro.  Ellis  brought  the  message  at  both 
the  morning  and  evening  worship  services.  The  evening  message 
was  especially  adapted  to  church  and  Sunday-school  workers. 
Following  the  sermon  he  led  in  a  most  impressive  installation 
service  for  church  and  church  school  officers  and  teachers.  Our 
semiannual  love  feast  was  held  on  the  first  Sunday  evening  in 
November.  Four  young  people  were  baptized  preceding  the 
love  feast.  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  of  Ephrata  was  with  the  church 
for  two  weeks  beginning  Nov.  11.  The  meetings  were  charac- 
terized by  strong  gospel  preaching,  splendid  attendance  and  in- 
terest. Twelve  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
Brethren  Blough  and  E.  M.  Detwiler  made  approximately  two 
hundred  calls  during  the  meetings.  At  the  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  Dec.  6  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  of  Roaring  Spring  brought  a 
timely  and  helpful  message.  Christmas  services  were  held  both 
morning  and  evening  of  Dec.  22.  The  children  rendered  the  pro- 
gram in  the  morning  and  the  choir  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  in  the  evening. 
— Mrs.  Charles  R.  Laher,  Everett,  Pa.,  Jan.  10. 

Fairchance. — Evangelistic  services  were  held  from  Nov.  3  to  17, 
with  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Ewing  Jones  of  Connelsville  as  evan- 
gelists. A  hundred  or  more  homes  were  visited,  and  eight  per- 
sons were  baptized.  The  young  people  from  the  Mt.  Joy  church 
gave  an  exchange  program  in  the  Fairchance  church  on  Nov.  19. 
The  young  people  from  the  Fairchance  church  gave  an  exchange 
program  at  the  Ten  Mile  church  on  Nov.  22.  On  Dec.  4  a  fare- 
well party  was  given  to  Brother  and  Sister  George  Wright,  who 
have  served  us  for  the  last  ten  years  in  pastoral  guidance. 
Many  lovely  gifts  expressed  the  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
church  for  Brother  and  Sister  Wright.  Brother  and  Sister  J: 
Ewing  Jones  assumed  pastoral  responsibility  in  the  Fairchance 
church  beginning  Dec.  8. — Janice  Grimm,  Fairchance,  Pa.,  Jan.  15. 

Free  Spring,  Lost  Creek. — Eld.  H.  M.  Snavely  of  Carlisle  came 
in  our  midst  on  Nov.  10  to  hold  our  evangelistic  meetings.  Be- 
ginning with  our  love  feast,  at  which  Bro.  Snavely  officiated,  we 
had  two  weeks  of  soul-refreshing  sermons.  The  interest  and 
attendance  were  good.  Two  young  men  united  with  the  church. 
We  have  a  birthday  offering  for  war  relief  at  the  end  of  each 
month  in  our  Sunday  school.  We  recently  received  a  special 
offering  for  that  purpose  amounting  to  $13. — Mrs.  Ira  Shirk,  Mc- 
Alisterville,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

Germanlown. — At  the  women's  meeting  on  Nov.  1  Sister  J.  M. 
Pittinger  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  early  days  of  the  work 
in  India.  On  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  1  the  volunteers  of  Juniata 
College  rendered  a  missionary  program  and  in  the  evening  the 
young  people  from  the  Brooklyn  Italian  mission  had  charge  of 
the  service.  On  Dec.  22  the  Sunday  school  gave  a  worth-while 
Christmas  program.  At  the  council  on  Jan.  6  it  was  decided  to 
hold  love  feasts  on  the  second  Sundays  of  May  and  November.— 
Rebecca  Foutz,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Jan.  15. 

Harrisburg. — On  Nov.  24  the  men's  work  sponsored  the  home 
mission  offering.  An  offering  for  world-wide  missions  was  re- 
ceived on  Dec.  22.  On  Dec.  15  Sallie  E.  Schaffner,  who  now  re- 
sides at  the  Brethren  Home  at  Neffsville,  was  our  guest.  She 
conducted  the  devotional  services  in  the  departmental  division 
of  the  Sunday  school.  She  had  been  the  superintendent  of  this 
department  for  many  years  before  she  went  to  Neffsville.  Many 
of  the  children  presented  her  with  birthday  remembrances.  On 
Dec.  22  the  choir  presented  the  cantata.  The  Child  Jesus,  under 
the  direction  of  Bro.  William  Blough,  our  minister  of  music.  The 
choir  sang  at  the  Monday  night  service  of  the  Bible  institute 
which  was  held  at  Elizabethtown  College.  From  Jan.  5  to  Feb.  2 
Pastor  H.  B.  Heisey  is  preaching  a  series  of  Sunday  night  sermons 
on  Great  Preachers  in  the  Bible. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,    Jan.    16. 

Heidelberg. — An  eager  congregation  reassembled  on  Oct.  13 
after  three  months'  absence,  during  which  time  the  church  was 
being  renovated.  The  change  is  very  pleasing.  Brethren  Samuel 
Wenger,  Walter  Hartman  and  Earl  Keeney  were  the  ministering 
brethren  at  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  26  and  27.  On  Nov.  17  an  all- 
day  service  was  held  to  rededicate  our  church.  In  the  morning 
Bro.  Abram  Eshelman  delivered  the  sermon;  in  the  afternoon 
Bro.  Elmer  Moyer  gave  us  a  message  in  German,  after  which  Bro. 
Frank  Carper  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  At  the  evening 
service  Bro.  Ralph  Jones  gave  an  address.  On  Nov.  24  Bro.  Iram 
Lentz  challenged  us  with  a  fine  missionary  sermon.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  1  a  series  of  meetings  opened  with  Bro.  Norman 
Musser  as  the  evangelist.  Five  were  added  to  the  church  through 
these  efforts.  On  the  night  before  Christmas  the  young  people 
met  in  their  annual  Christmas  meeting,  after  which  they  went 
caroling.  On  Dec.  30  the  church  met  in  quarterly  council  meeting 
which  had  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  revival. — Candace 
Royer,   Myerstown,  Pa.,   Jan.   18. 
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Ligonier. — Twelve  of  our  Sunday-school  boys  and  girls  have 
been  baptized  since  our  last  report.  Eld.  John  Clawson  of  Rob- 
inson conducted  our  fall  love  feast.  We  have  put  in  a  steam 
heating  system.  Several  shipments  of  clothing  have  been  made 
to  the  Friends  Service  Committee  at  Philadelphia.  The  women's 
work  sponsored  the  purchase  of  a  new  carpet  for  the  church. 
One  letter  has  been  granted.  The  Evangelical  church  choir  of 
Ligonier  sang  a  Christmas  cantata  at  our  church.  Recently  our 
morning  service  has  been  in  charge  of  Prof.  Devers  of  Pittsburgh, 
who,  from  his  five  years  of  residence  in  Palestine,  made  clear  to 
us  many  customs  and  sayings  of  the  Bible. — Mrs.  W.  E.  Wolford, 
Ligonier,  Pa.,  Jan.   16. 

Pittsburgh. — The  past  two  months  have  been  filled  with  events 
which  brought  increased  interest  and  effort  in  every  department. 
Communion  on  Nov.  10  was  the  usual  spiritual  meeting.  Eld. 
T.  R.  Coffman,  now  a  resident  of  our  church  district,  officiated, 
with  Pastor  W.  H.  Neff  and  V.  C.  Holsinger  assisting.  We  have 
renewed  our  midweek  prayer  and  Bible  study  period,  studying 
the  Book  of  Ephesians  at  the  present  time.  The  young  people 
meet  with  the  pastor  every  other  Sunday  evening  for  discus- 
sions of  importance.  The  financial  board  has  been  active.  Our 
white  gift  service  in  connection  with  the  Christmas  programs 
amounted  to  $196.  The  Christmas  programs  were  high  spots  in 
our  church  services.  A  candlelight  service  in  the  evening 
brought  the  largest  attendance.  Our  church  joined  with  four 
other  churches  for  a  union  Thanksgiving  service,  our  pastor 
preaching  the  sermon.  Our  pastor  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
community  ministerium.  Five  churches  held  a  week  of  prayer 
service  from  Jan.  6  to  12.  Our  pastor  is  kept  very  busy  visiting 
hospitals  and  homes  since  there  are  many  people  sick.  He  has 
preached  funerals  for  several  who  were  not  members  of  our 
church.  The  community  is  appreciating  his  services.  The  or- 
ganized Bible  classes  sponsor  a  monthly  benefit  supper.  The 
women  who  do  not  quilt  have  food  sales  which  are  bringing 
increased  patronage.  Sister  Barbara  Eckert  heads  our  wom- 
en's work  meetings  which  are  held  in  the  early  spring.  The 
men's  work  meeting  will  be  held  at  that  time  also,  directed  by 
Eld.  Dana  Z.  Eckert.  Four  small  children  were  consecrated  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year.  One  of  our  girls'  classes,  di- 
rected by  their  teacher,  Mrs.  Helen  Kliment,  takes  charge  of  the 
children  under  ten  years  of  age  in  the  social  room  during  the 
church   hour. — M.   Elizabeth   Barnett,   Pittsburgh,   Pa.,   Jan.    10. 

Snake  Spring  Valley. — Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon  conducted 
a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  prior  to  our  fall  love  feast.  Our 
Christmas  service  which  was  held  on  Dec.  24  was  well  rendered 
and  largely  attended.  At  our  fall  council  Bro.  Alva  Shuss  was 
elected  elder;  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  assistant  elder;  Bro.  Daniel 
Shuss,  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  decided  to  have  a 
week's  meeting  prior  to  our  spring  love  feast  and  to  have  a  dif- 
ferent minister  preach  each  evening.  We  also  decided  to  have 
a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  prior  to  our  fall  love  feast,  with 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  as  evangelist. — Fannie  Snyder,  Everett,  Pa., 
Jan.   13. 

Tire  Hill. — Bro.  Wm.  H.  Rummel  began  his  pastoral  duties 
Sept.  1.  Our  revival  meeting  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Hess  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Oct.  13  to  27,  was  of  great  spiritual  uplift  to 
the  congregation.  Thirteen  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Our  communion  service  following  the  meeting  was  one  of 
the  largest  ever  held  in  the  Tire  Hill  house.  On  the  morning  of 
Dec.  23  a  white  gift  service  was  held,  and  in  the  evening  the 
Christmas  program  was  rendered  by  members  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Appropriate  gifts  were  presented  to  our  pastor  and  wife 
by  the  Sunday  school  and  aid  society.  Our  church  observed 
the  week  of  prayer  with  services  in  charge  of  our  pastor,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  Kenneth  R.  Blougn  and  H.  C.  Hess.  The 
church  met  in  regular  council  on  Jan.  13,  with  Eld.  C.  W.  Blough 
presiding.  The  congregation  decided  to  take  steps  toward  pro- 
viding a  parsonage  in  the  near  future.  Our  pastor  was  elected 
Messenger  agent,  with  the  writer  as  correspondent. — Mrs.  H.  C. 
Hess,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  14. 

Texas 
Waka. — The  sectional  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  which  includes  the 
young  people  of  the  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  Pampa  and  Waka,  Texas, 
churches  was  held  at  Pampa  during  Thanksgiving  week.  The 
spiritual  value  of  this  youth  rally  meant  a  great  deal  to  our 
young  people  who  were  able  to  attend.  The  next  rally  will  be 
held  in  Waka.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  sponsoring  the  buying  of  new 
hymnals  for  the  church.  Women's  work  activities  include  the 
sending  of  a  well-filled  Christmas  box  to  the  St.  Jo  Mission,  and 
the  study  of  Women  and  the  Way.  The  Messenger  committee 
has  secured  a  one  hundred  per  cent  club  which  will  place  the 
church  paper  in  the  homes  of  all  resident  members.  Pastor  D.  L. 
Blickenstaff  and  family  were  agreeably  surprised  when  members 
of  the  church  and  friends  presented  them  with  gifts  at  a  New 
Year's  Eve  party  given  by  Sister  Ernestine  Hohmann.  The  first 
load  of  lumber  for  the  much-needed  new  parsonage  has  been 
hauled.  Several  substantial  donations  have  been  much  appreci- 
ated. Despite  the  diphtheria  scare  and  a  wave  of  influenza  our 
attendance  has  been  above  the  average. — Harry  T.  Miller,  Waka, 
Texas,  Jan.  15. 

Virginia 
Green  Hill. — Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  the  Central  church  of  Roa- 
noke conducted  our  evangelistic  meeting  from  Nov.  4  to  17.    At- 


tendance at  the  meeting  was  hindered  by  infantile  paralysis  in 
one  of  the  families  in  the  church,  other  sickness  and  the  death  of 
one  of  our  deacons.  There  were  seven  confessions  in  all;  one  re- 
consecration,  two  baptisms,  one  received  on  former  baptism,  and 
three  awaiting  baptism.  At  the  quarterly  council  on  Dec.  13  our 
deacons  who  were  elected  a  year  ago  were  installed.  They  are 
Brethren  B.  H.  Byrd,  Geo.  Brogan,  D.  L.  Garrette  and  M.  R.  Rey- 
nolds. At  this  meeting  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected.  Our  church  has  been  receiving  monthly  offerings 
for  relief,  with  good  support.  We  are  planning  to  take  our  part 
in  the  camp  work  for  conscientious  objectors.  We  are  sponsor- 
ing a  fellowship  supper  once  a  month.  We  have  a  good  attend- 
ance at  these  suppers  and  enjoy  the  fellowship  together.  The 
spring  communion  will  be  held  on  Easter  Sunday  at  4  o'clock. 
Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  taking  on  new  life  as  the  younger  group  is 
coming  in.  Attendance  has  been  good  for  the  winter  months. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  district  meeting,  which  is  to  be 
held  at  our  church  for  the  first  time. — Mrs.  P.  D.  Coon,  Salem, 
Va.,  Jan.   17. 

Greenmounl. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  28  at  the  Greenmount 
church  it  was  reported  that  the  Melrose  Sunday  school  is  im- 
proving the  church  house  with  paint,  carpet  and  a  stove.  On 
Dec.  22  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Greenmount  church  rendered  a 
Christmas  pageant.  On  Christmas  morning  a  group  of  the  young 
people  went  caroling;  at  10:30  the  children  presented  a  short  pro- 
gram, and  Bro.  Frank  Baldwin  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
preached  for  us.  The  young  people  of  the  Fairview  church  of 
our  congregation  gave  a  Christmas  program  stressing  the  thought 


CHRIST 

is  Lookina  to  US  I 


Achievement 

Offering  for  the 

General 

Brotherhood 

Missionary 

and  Service 

Work 

Blank  for  Sending  Money 

General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find   dollars.     Unless 

designated  on  the  blank  line  this  money  is  to  be 
used  for  the  agencies  included  in  the  Conference 

Budget. 


Please  place  this  money  to  the  credit  of 

Individual 

Class 

Sunday  School 

Congregation 

District 


Name  of  sender 

Street  Address  or  R.  F.  D 

Post  Office State 

Make  bank  draft,  personal  check.  P.  O.  or  Express  money 
order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin, 
111. 

Please  state  what  congregation  and  District  should  have 
credit  for  this.  Full  name  and  address  should  be  given 
to  insure  a  prompt  return  of  receipt. 


Date 
193.. 

Amount  Enclosed 
$ 
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Guidance  Materials  for  the  Workers  With  Little  Children 
^^^  NURSERY  . 

(CRADLE  ROLL) 


•GUIDING   NURSERY   CHILDREN $1.50 

By  B.  McCallum 

A  complete  volume  of  guidance  materials 
for  teachers. 

NURSERY    STORIES.  Per  Part   15c 

A  four-page  paper — Parts  1,  2,  3,  4 

NURSERY  CLASS   PICTURES $1.00 

Ten  Pictures  in  full  colors. 


NURSERY   CLASS   TEACHING $1.50 

By  Mary  Edna  Lloyd 

Guidance  regarding  equipment,  procedure, 
and  outcome  to  be  desired. 

•THREE   YEARS   OLD,  Cloth $1.50 

By    Frances    Weld    Danielson    and    Jessie   E. 
Moore 

A  series  of  fifty-two  lessons  for  the  first  re- 
ligious instruction  of  children. 


BEGINNERS 


'TEACHING    BEGINNERS   25c 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 

Covering  problems  of  grouping  and  grad- 
ing. 

•GUIDING    KINDERGARTEN    CHILDREN 

IN  THE  CHURCH  SCHOOL  . . . . : 85c 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 

LET'S   GO  OUT   OF  DOORS $1.00 

By  Jennie  Lou  Milton 


•EXPERIENCES   IN   THE  CHURCH 
SCHOOL   KINDERGARTEN 75c 

By  Jessie  E.  Moore 

•TEACHING    BEGINNERS   25c 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 


OUR  PUPILS  AND  HOW  THEY  LEARN 
By  Frances  C.  McLester 


,50c 


*  Available  from  our  Loan  Library  or  may  be  purchased  direct  from — 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE  -  -  -  -  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 


of  sharing  with  your  neighbor.  At  this  meeting  they  raised  about 
$17  for  relief.  These  young  people  also  went  caroling  and  car- 
ried baskets  of  food  and  cheer  to  the  shut-ins. — Effie  S.  Wampler, 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Jan.   14. 

Mount  Joy. — Our  Sunday  school  gave  a  fine  Christmas  pro- 
gram. The  aged  and  sick  members  were  remembered  as  well  as 
the  Sunday-school  pupils.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
kept  up  well  during  the  winter  months.  Some  did  not  miss  one 
Sunday  last  year.  Eld.  H.  A.  Hoover  was  with  us  for  the  business 
meeting  held  on  Jan.  4.  All  officers  gave  good  reports,  especially 
the  treasurer.  The  envelope  system  will  be  used  again  this  year. 
We  are  planning  to  put  the  Messenger  in  all  the  homes  of  the 
church  membership.  The  women's  work  is  offering  some  finan- 
cial aid  in  this  project.  The  women  meet  monthly  to  quilt. — 
Mrs.  Alvin  Walker,  Buchanan,  Va.,  Jan.  17  . 

Washington 

Olympia. — Since  our  last  report  Pastor  Mark  Schrock  with  his 
family  has  been  called  to  assist  in  the  Brethren  service  work. 
During  this  time  the  pulpit  has  been  filled  by  neighboring  min- 
isters; Brethren  Lewis  Holdereed,  Ezra  Whisler,  Earl  Roop, 
Bernard  Suttle  and  Harold  Michael.  On  Nov.  21  Bro.  Paul  H. 
Bowman,  Jr.,  was  here  to  give  us  a  talk  on  his  work  abroad. 
This  gave  us  a  clearer  idea  of  the  way  the  relief  work  is  carried 
on.  Recently  our  junior  choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Orva  Rench,  gave  a  splendid  program.  Our  Christmas  cantata 
was  given  by  the  junior  and  senior  choirs  combined.  The  senior 
choir  is  directed  by  Mrs.  O.  N.  Thomas.  Our  young  people  are 
studying  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China,  during  the  Sunday  eve- 
ning discussion  hour.  Mrs.  M.  F.  Barnhart  is  the  leader.  Our 
women's  work  plans  to  study  the  same  book  in  the  near  future. 
Our  worship  commission  is  planning  a  series  of  lessons  in  wor- 
ship for  the  Sunday  evening  hour.  The  women  are  busy  collect- 
ing and  packing  clothes  to  be  sent  to  China.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  a  series  of  meetings  the  latter  part  of  February.  Bro. 
Ralph  G.  Rarick  will  be  the  evangelist. — Louise  Eklund,  Olympia, 
Wash.,  Jan.  11. 

Yakima. — We  have  been  enjoying  our  new  minister,  Bro.  Miles 
G.  Blickenstaff,  and  family  since  their  coming  in  October.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  Christmas  play  entitled  A  Sign  Unto  You,  on 
Dec.  21.  Under  the  president,  Mary  Blickenstaff,  the  adult  ad- 
viser, Thelma  Danilson,  and  other  workers,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is 
taking  charge  of  a  fifteen-minute  worship  program  each  Sunday 
evening  for  three  months,  and  making  handbooks  of  their  pro- 
gram for  the  first  quarter  of  1941.  The  new  president  of  the 
ladies'  aid  society  is  Sister  C.  S.  Sharp.     The  friendship  circle  is 


starting  the  new  year  with  Mrs.  Robert  Faw  as  president.  The 
ladies'  groups  prepared  baskets  for  needy  families  at  Christmas 
time.  The  new  president  of  men's  work  is  Wendell  E.  Faw.  At 
the  recent  business  meeting  plans  were  made  to  unite  in  a  loy- 
alty crusade,  beginning  Jan.  1  and  culminating  at  Easter  time 
with  an  evangelistic  emphasis.  There  will  be  some  special  inter- 
est planned  for  each  week  until  Easter.  The  themes  will  be 
Building  Together,  A  Christian  Home,  The  Success  of  Missions, 
and  Consecration  of  Self.  At  the  first  meeting,  a  week-end  in- 
stitute, Bro.  Paul  L.  Longenecker,  our  fieldman,  will  be  with  us. 
— Mrs.  Wendell  Faw,  Yakima,  Wash..  Jan.   13. 


On 


a  Will 


Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 

"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 

Gei\eral  Mission.  Board 
OF   THE    CHURCH    OF  THE    BRETHREN  ^ 

£lgir\.  Illinois 
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Help  Lay  a  Right  Foundation  for  Beginners 
with  a  Definite  Program! 

BRETHREN 

GRADED  LESSONS 

FOR    BEGINNERS 

Begin  this  new  Sunday-school  Year  (Oct.  1)  with  a  definite,  helpful  program 
for  the  Beginners  and  Nursery  (Cradle  Roll)  departments.  These  lessons  have 
been  prepared  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  small  as  well  as  the  large  school. 
Write  now  for  free,  48  page  booklet,  "Prospectus  of  the  Brethren  Graded  Les- 
sons," giving  sample  lessons  as  well  as  outlining  and  organizing  courses  and 
classes. 


LESSON  SUBJECTS 


FIRST  YEAR 
Fall  Quarter — 

Going  to  Church — 2 

How  God  Cares  for  Us 
—7 

Happy  Times  at  Christ- 
mas— 4 

Winter  Quarter — 

Jesus  and  His  Friends — 5 
My  Friends  and  I — 8 

Spring  Quarter — 

God's  Beautiful  World  in  Springtime 
Our  Church — 3 

Talking  to  God  Our  Father— 2 
Being  a  Good  Helper — 5 

Summer  Quarter — 

Friends  Who  Help  Us — 4 
Guests — 2 

Helping  in  God's  World — 3 
Stories  We  Like  to  Hear  Again — 4 


NOTE 

Numerals  indicate  the 
number  of  lessons  on 
each  subject. 


SECOND  YEAR 

Fall  Quarter — 

Happy  Times  at  Church 

—2 
God's  Gift  of  Home — 7 
Christmas  Time — 4 


Winter  Quarter — 

Stories  of  Jesus — 5 
Helping  God  Our  Father — 5 
Jesus  Showing  God's  Love — 3 

Spring  Quarter — 

Going  to  Church — 3 
Being  Kind  and  Helpful — 4 
Neighbors  and  Other  Friends — 6 

Summer  Quarter — 

God's  Good  Gifts— 4 
Showing  Our  Love  for  God — 5 
Stories  We  Like  to  Hear  Again — 4 


LESSON    MATERIAL 


®   TEACHERS'  QUARTERLY 
•  PICTURE  SETS 


•  STORY   LEAFLETS    FOR    PUPn.S 

•  LEAFLETS  FOR  PARENTS 


Write  for  free,  48  page  "PROSPECTUS"  of  the  GRADED  LESSONS! 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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1939-40   20,  21 


'feUuaiij  IS,  \ty\ 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— February  15,  1941 


ABOUT      BO  OKS 


Good  Books  to  Read 
Honest  Answers  to  Honest  Questions.     S.  Ralph  Har- 
low.    Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1940.     105  pages.     $1.00. 

Here  are  seventeen  chapters  dealing  with  genuine 
problems  of  youth.  One  proof  of  this  is  a  sampling  of 
the  chapter  titles:  To  Cheat  or  Not  to  Cheat — That  Is 
the  Question;  Is  It  Ever  Right  to  Tell  a  Lie?  Is  Petting 
Harmful?  Should  We  Always  Obey  Our  Parents?  What 
Shall  We  Do  on  Sundays?  How  Much  Ought  a  Chris- 
tian Spend  on  Himself?  Why  Believe  in  Life  After 
Death? 

Often  books  on  youth  problems  are  written  for  more 
mature  persons,  but  this  book  will  appeal  to  high  school 
students  and  their  leaders.  The  author  holds  a  high 
standard  in  his  answers  to  the  questions  raised,  making 
the  book  quite  acceptable  to  church  people.  The  book 
is  made  to  live  with  interesting  illustrations.  Young 
people  will  enjoy  reading  it. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 

Pioneers  of  the  Primitive  Church.  Floyd  C.  Filson. 
Abingdon  Press.    $2.00. 

The  author  is  professor  of  New  Testament  Literature 
and  History  in  the  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 
of  Chicago.  The  pioneers  considered  in  this  book  are: 
Peter,  Stephen,  Barnabas,  Paul  and  James.  This  is  ex- 
cellent biography,  but  much  more,  for  one  seldom  finds 
a  more  dramatic  and  enlightening  record  of  the  events 
and  forces  that  chartered  primitive  Christianity. 

There  is  Peter  with  an  inborn  urge  to  activity,  out- 
spoken, wholehearted,  undisturbed  in  the  midst  of  diffi- 
culties and  undaunted  by  failure.  He  is  indeed  the  rock 
of  the  early  church.  It  was  to  Peter  that  the  other  dis- 
ciples turned  for  leadership.  Stephen  is  pictured  as 
combining  spiritual  charm  and  attractiveness  with  effec- 
tive living  and  leadership.  He  was  the  dynamic  leader 
of  the  liberal  group  in  the  Jerusalem  church.  Paul  is 
described  as  the  greatest  apostle  to  the  Gentiles  and  the 
greatest  thinker  of  the  apostolic  church.  James  the 
Just,  brother  of  our  Lord,  is  a  great,  calm  and  trusted 
leader.  Both  groups  in  the  Jerusalem  church  believed 
in  him.  He  was  highly  respected  by  the  non-Christian 
Jews.  His  loyalty  to  Jewish  traditions  and  his  sincere 
efforts  to  follow  Christ  proved  so  difficult  that  they  led 
to  his  martyrdom  at  the  hands  of  Jewish  radicals. 

The  author  is  at  his  best  in  his  chapter  on  Barnabas. 
Barnabas  is  noted  for  his  practical  helpfulness,  as  evi- 
denced at  the  time  he  sold  his  farm  to  aid  the  poor  of 
the  Christian  community.  He  was  a  bridge  between 
the  Jewish  and  Gentile  worlds.  He  was  the  one  who 
pled  for  Paul  before  the  doubting  elders  of  the  mother 
church.  He  was  the  leader  in  the  Gentile  work  at 
Antioch.  He  had  much  to  do  with  Paul's  getting  a  good 
start  in  his  great  missionary  endeavors.  The  author 
says  of  him:  "The  importance  of  such  men  can  never 
be  overestimated.  Barnabas  was  not  so  aggressive  as 
Paul  and  he  may  have  lacked  qualities  of  leadership 
which  Paul  and  Peter  possessed.  But  not  all  the  work 
of  the  church  can  be  done  by  the  outspoken  and  aggres- 
sive type  of  leader.  The  church  always  needs  men  who 
can  throw  bridges  of  sympathy  and  understanding 
across  chasms  of  difference  which  divide  races  and 
classes." — Merlin  C.  Shull. 


Seven  New  Gish  Books 

The  following  books  have  been  placed  on  the  Gish  list  and  are 
now  available  to  ministers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the 
prices  indicated. 

His  Truth  Endureth.    James  C.  Muir.     1937.    $2.50. 

This  is  a  readable  book  on  archaeology.  Between  the 
first  world  war  and  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war  no 
branch  of  learning  advanced  faster  than  archaeology. 
Writers  are  needed  to  put  before  the  lay  public  the  out- 
lines of  recent  discoveries  and  to  relate  the  new  knowl- 
edge to  our  older  beliefs  about  the  Bible  lands. 

Mr.  Muir  is  himself  an  archaeologist.  He  has  a  back- 
ground of  ancient  history.  And  he  has  the  great  merit 
of  being  able  to  write  fascinating  prose  for  the  public. 

The  book's  maps  are  excellent  and  its  illustration  pic- 
tures are  well  chosen.  The  author  is  a  reverent  Bible 
student  but  holds  no  special  theories  to  prove. — Gish 
price,  $1.00. 

Peloubet's  Bible  Dictionary.     1925.     $2.50. 

There  are  a  few  tools  that  no  preacher  ought  to  be 
without.  One  of  them  is  a  Bible  dictionary.  This  single 
volume  dictionary  is  based  on  the  work  of  Wm.  Smith 
and  is  fully  brought  up  to  date.  Its  illustrative  cuts 
alone  are  worth  the  price  of  the  book.  Its  tasty  new 
binding  and  handy  size  make  it  a  nice  book  for  one's 
desk.  Dictionaries  do  not  have  to  be  either  bulky  or 
dull.  Speaking  of  dullness,  here  is  a  dictionary  that 
may  be  read  for  pleasure.    Gish  price,  75c. 

Reaching  the  Unchurched.  Alfred  Murray.   1940.  $1.50. 

A  practical  book  for  ministers  and  others  interested 
in  the  church's  evangelistic  efforts.  The  writer  urges  a 
simpler  and  more  spiritual  procedure  which  is  constant 
throughout  the  year.  The  place  of  the  spoken  personal 
word,  the  tract,  Christian  example,  the  friendly  invita- 
tion to  church  services,  the  personal  written  message, 
and  prayer  is  considered.     Gish  price,  75c. 

History  of  the  Christian  Church.    Lars  Qualben.  1940. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  one-volume  history 
of  the  church  is  the  generous  amount  of  space  devoted 
to  the  history  of  the  church  in  the  New  World.  Earlier 
editions  have  been  used  in  history  classes  at  Bethany 
Seminary  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Gish  price, 
$1.25. 

Faces  About  the  Cross.    Clovis  Chappell.     1941.  $1.50. 

The  sermonizing  genius  of  the  author  is  well  shown 
in  this  collection  of  sermons.  As  the  title  suggests,  the 
sermons  are  based  on  the  faces,  or  personalities,  gath- 
ered about  the  cross.  A  wholesome  play  of  the  imagina- 
tion combined  with  a  very  practical  application  of  the 
truths  gleaned  makes  the  book  a  very  suggestive  and 
helpful  one.    Gish  price,  60c. 

We  Won't  Murder.    Paul  C.  French.     1940.    $1.50. 

In  this  book  the  history  of  religious  scruples  and  ob- 
jections to  war  and  a  statement  of  the  problems  of  the 
conscientious  objector  today  are  given  by  one  well  able 
to  present  them  clearly.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
its  historic  stand  and  its  present  peace  efforts  is  duly 
recognized.  Every  Brethren  minister  should  have  this 
book  for  careful  study.    Gish  price,  75c. 

The  Gospel  of  Mark.    Charles  R.  Erdman.  1917.  $1.00. 

This  is  the  second  in  the  series  of  commentaries  on 
the  Gospels.    Gish  price,  40c. 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
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EDITORIAL 


What  We  Need 

"We  do  not  need  better  machines,  nor  more 
cunningly  devised  social  institutions,  nor  the  fab- 
rication of  higher  ethical  and  social  codes,  but  bet- 
ter human  beings,"  writes  one  of  America's  lead- 
ing scientists. 

Our  authority  seems  to  see  quite  clearly  the 
principal  current  need  but  his  suggested  remedy 
does  not  strike  deeply  enough.  He  suggests  im- 
provement through  better  breeding.  This  could 
give  man  a  stronger  body,  but  would  likely  leave 
his  mind  and  heart  untouched. 

It  is  our  conviction  that  man's  chief  problems 
are  above  the  animal  level.  We  do  need  better 
human  beings,  but  men  who  are  better  in  heart 
and  mind,  for  out  of  these  are  the  issues  of  life. 

H.  A.  B. 

Shadow  and  Substance 

Much  froth  and  little  food  in  a  beautiful  table 
dish  is  a  disappointment  to  a  hungry  man.  So  is 
much  pretense  and  little  power  in  church  work. 

Some  sermons  are  like  that.  Even  worship  pro- 
grams and  committee  meetings  are  not  beyond 
the  reach  of  that  temptation. 

There  is  no  sure-fire  safeguard  against  this,  ex- 
cept a  keen  appreciation  of  soul  needs.  If  you 
know  what  discouraged  hearts  are  longing  for,  the 
programs  which  you  and  your  committee  help  to 
provide  will  be  more  concerned  with  the  content 
than  with  the  decorations,  though  this  feature 
need  not  be  despised  either.  Shadows  may  lend 
an  artistic  touch  to  the  scene  and  should  be  wel- 
comed if  they  are  cast  by  something  with  real 
substance  and  are  not  mistaken  for  this. 

Can  you  revive  a  fainting  pilgrim  with  a  cup  of 
living  water,  the  kind  Jesus  offered  the  woman 
at  Jacob's  well?  If  you  can  strengthen  a  waver- 
ing comrade  in  the  conviction  that  God  is  very 


near  and  eager  to  take  his  burdens,  that  will  be 
real  meat  to  him,  more  satisfying  than  the  last 
word  on  beauty  of  arrangement. 

Now  you  know  very  well  that  we  have  nothing 
against  interesting  speeches  and  beautiful  ban- 
quet halls  and  all  that.  We  are  just  so  deathly 
afraid  that  with  all  our  going  to  and  fro  and  so 
many  bright  new  wheels  turning  we  may  over- 
look— well,  you  know  how  the  man  felt  who  had 
taken  a  mouthful  of  aerated  cream  pie  and  then 
looked  down  at  the  floor  to  see  what  could  have 
become  of  whatever  it  was.  E.  F. 

The  Spirit  Is  the  Thing 

Something  fine  is  happening  to  the  life  of  our 
church.  The  reports  of  special  district  meetings 
and  of  the  action  of  local  churches  show  a  re- 
markable response  to  the  call  of  this  tragic  hour. 
There's  the  sound  of  a  going  in  the  mulberry  trees 
and  who  knows  but  it's  the  wave  of  the  future? 

It  is  not  by  might  nor  by  power  as  measured  by 
physical  enginery,  that  mountains  of  difficulty  are 
leveled  down  to  a  plain  on  which  to  build  the 
temple  of  God.  It  is  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts  moving  upon  the  hosts  of  men  and  women 
and  children,  that  the  top  stone  of  this  temple 
shall  be  brought  forth  with  shoutings  of  grace 
(Zech.  4:  6,  7). 

All  of  which,  translated  into  terms  of  the  task 
before  us,  means  that  a  spirit  of  consecrated  de- 
termination is  taking  hold  of  the  church.  It  is  a 
spirit  born  out  of  deep  conviction  that  there  is  a 
gracious  God  somewhere,  everywhere,  greatly 
grieved  at  what  man  is  doing  to  the  good  world 
he  made,  eager  for  the  co-operation  of  all  who 
trust  him  enough  to  let  him  have  his  way  with 
them. 

They  call  it  morale  in  the  military  world  and 
the  authorities  all  agree  that  this  is  far  more  es- 
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sential  than  the  very  best  in  material  equipment. 
This  is  why  a  minister  of  propaganda  is  a  more 
important  person  than  a  major  general.  It  is  his 
business  to  play  up  successes  and  play  down  de- 
feats. He  must  supply  the  "literature,"  the  facts 
and  the  fiction,  the  information  and  the  misrepre- 
sentations which  will  keep  up  the  morale. 

We  are  living  now  in  a  military  world  and  must 
take  heed  lest  the  children  of  that  world  be  wiser 
in  their  generation  than  the  children  of  light.  We 
have  this  great  advantage  that  the  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are  mightier  than  theirs  and  we  do  not 
need  to  conceal  or  distort  the  truth  in  order  to 
bolster  courage.  The  more  effectually  the  whole 
truth  is  brought  out  the  more  successfully  can  we 
maintain  our  faith. 

We  must  expect  reverses  and  discouragements 
of  all  sorts,  but  we  shall  not  be  unduly  disquieted 
by  them  because  we  know  in  whom  we  have  be- 
lieved. We  know  that  God  is  not  on  the  side  of 
the  heaviest  battalions  but  that  he  is  on  the  side 
of  the  right.  We  know  that  truth  is  mighty  and 
will  prevail  and  that  the  conflict  is  not  over  until 
it  does  prevail. 

It  is  in  this  spirit  that  we  go  forward.  This  is 
why  we  are  undaunted  by  the  bigness  of  the  proj- 
ect we  are  undertaking.  Ours  is  the  supreme 
satisfaction  of  being  identified  with  a  righteous 
cause.  There  is  nothing  equal  to  this  for  keeping 
up  morale.  An  extra  incentive  is  the  knowledge 
that  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses  is  encompassing 
us  and  watching  us,  some  curiously  wondering 
whether  we  can  make  good,  others  hoping  and 
praying  that  we  may. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  encouraging  circum- 
stance that  a  considerable  number  of  our  fellow 
Christians  who  say  they  cannot  take  the  pacifist 
position  for  themselves  are  nevertheless  glad  that 
some  of  us  do.  It  would  not  be  safe  for  this  coun- 
try, they  hold,  if  too  many  did  that,  but  it  is  a  fine 
thing  nevertheless  to  have  the  idealistic  attitude 
to  war  held  up  before  the  world,  lest  it  be  lost. 
There  is  a  loose  screw  in  that  logic,  to  be  sure, 
which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find,  but  there  is 
comfort  in  the  fact.  It  is  better  to  be  struggling 
toward  the  light  through  uncomfortable  inconsis- 
tencies than  to  remain  content  in  perfectly  con- 
sistent darkness. 

But  we  are  not  laboring  this  point  now.  We  are 
only  noting  with  a  quiet  and  inexpressible  satis- 
faction the  working  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  upon 
the  hearts  of  the  church  membership.  Let  us  be 
humbly  grateful  that  it  is  even  so,  reverently 
watchful  that  no  feeling  of  pride  or  Pharisaism 
find  place  among  us.  "Let  him  that  thinketh  he 
standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 


It  is  an  hour  when  God  needs  us.  Let  us  watch 
and  pray  that  he  may  find  us  fit  to  use  for  his 
glory.    "It  is  the  spirit  that  giveth  life."        e.  f. 

The  Price  We  Are  Paying 

Some  days  ago  a  beautifully  printed  memorial 
booklet  came  to  hand.  It  contained  a  biographical 
sketch  and  a  reprint  of  an  article  setting  forth 
the  life  philosophy  of  the  one  who  had  passed  on. 
We  were  moved  to  browse  through  the  article  and 
found  it  a  stimulating  discussion  of  art  and  de- 
mocracy. Not  in  a  long  time  have  we  come  across 
such  a  penetrating  study  of  the  function  of  art  in 
relation  to  social  systems  and  democracy  in  par- 
ticular. 

But  the  one  who  was  possessed  of  such  a  brilliant 
mind  is  gone — and  at  an  age  at  which  he  might  still 
be  contributing  other  fine  things  to  the  intellec- 
tual heritage  of  our  world.  Why  his  untimely 
passing?  "He  constantly  bore  the  burdens  of  our 
world;  he  saw  the  oncoming  tragedy  and  his  heart 
literally  broke  under  the  strain."  Thus  another 
untimely  death  suggests  something  more  of  the 
price  we  are  paying  when  the  spirit  of  hate  sweeps 
over  the  world.  H.  A.  B. 

Please  Read  It  Again 

The  morning  mail  made  us  think  twice  of  the 
lawyer  who  could  have  found  the  answer  to  his 
question  in  the  law  he  professed  to  know  if  he  had 
read  it  with  any  care.  Verily  it  is  not  only  what 
you  read  that  matters,  but  how. 

From  two  correspondents  come  criticisms,  one 
friendly,  the  other  not  too  much  so,  of  certain 
editorial  statements  in  these  columns,  a  practice 
to  which  we  take  no  exception  whatsoever.  On 
the  contrary  we  invite  such  criticism,  friendly  or 
not.  It  is  a  needless  trial  of  one's  patience,  how- 
ever, when,  as  in  the  case  this  morning,  there  was 
not  the  slightest  basis  for  it. 

One  correspondent  was  plainly  the  victim  of  his 
own  carelessness.  He  must  have  been  half  asleep 
when  he  read  what  he  was  essaying  to  correct. 
He  had  not  seen  what  it  said.  The  other  was  so 
obsessed  by  his  prejudices  that  he  had  read  into 
the  statement  criticised  what  was  not  there  at  all. 

How  readest  thou?  The  question  is  as  pertinent 
now  as  when  Jesus  put  it  to  the  lawyer,  and  equal- 
ly so  whether  you  are  reading  the  Bible  or  the 
Messenger.  In  either  case  an  honest  effort  to  see 
what  the  writer  meant  to  say  should  precede  all 
arguments  about  it.  You  think  that  goes  without 
saying?  Bless  your  heart,  half  the  time  it  doesn't 
go  even  with  saying.  e.  f. 
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THE     GENERAL     FORUM 


Thoughts 

BY  ANNA  THOMAS   EDMONSON 

"Thoughts  are  things,"  the  wise  men  say. 
Every  thought  I  think  shall  have  its  way. 
Now  what  shall  I  think  today? 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


"Discerning  the  Good  News  of  God  in 

nil  rp-  " 

These  Times 

BY   GLEN  WEIMER 

Christianity  is  a  gospel.  It  is  good  news  about 
God  and  what  he  wills  for  man.  It  is  good  news 
about  God's  purpose  for  the  world  in  Christ.  It 
is  good  news  about  God's  present  activity  in  the 
world.  For  God  is  actively  and  passionately  en- 
gaged in  the  sphere  of  human  existence.  God  is 
busy  awakening,  addressing,  rebuking  and  com- 
forting the  open-hearted  and  responsive  souls  of 
this  generation.  God  is  shattering  the  unhealthy 
growths  in  the  world's  life — and  patiently  and  in 
hidden  ways  rebuilding  the  waste  places.  Indeed, 
it  is  imperative  that  there  be  discerned  in  con- 
temporary events  the  presence  of  God — God  at 
work  and  God  in  travail  for  the  world.  For  the 
Christian  is  called  to  expose  his  life  continually 
to  God — and  certainly  to  those  living  intimations 
of  God  in  the  midst  of  life.  Moreover,  the  Chris- 
tian is  called  to  come  to  terms  faithfully  with  this 
God  in  the  midst  and  to  adjust  life  to  him  and  to 
what  he  demands.  Consider  in  the  first  place 
that  there  is  good  news  of  God  in  the 
1.  Present  Crisis  of  Civilization 

Civilization  is  at  the  crossroads.  It  may  move 
forward  to  some  higher  form  of  organization  or 
it  may  sink  to  some  lower  and  less  satisfactory 
type  of  life.  This  world  upheaval  is  not  only  a  re- 
vealing of  the  fabric  of  civilization,  but  is  a  dis- 
closure of  its  foundation  of  unstable  sand.  Every 
form  of  human  life  is  under  judgment — govern- 
ment, education,  economics,  religion,  the  home. 
There  is  being  reaped  the  harvest  of  human  loves, 
devotions  and  decisions.  The  tree  of  contempor- 
ary history  is  loaded  with  fruit,  but  it  is  the  fruit 
of  bitterness,  storm,  disintegration,  chaos,  disease, 
death — yea,  of  human  defiance  of  and  opposition 
to  God.  Man  has  tried  to  raise  himself  up  to 
God's  throne — and  to  push  God  down  to  the 
human  level.  For  this  reason  history  is  chaotic. 
Evil  is  on  the  march — and  is  revealing  itself  in 
concrete  action.  Things  fall  apart  in  disorder 
when  men  attempt  to  live  in  defiance  of  God.  A 
Hand  is  uplifted  against  the  world  man  has  made. 


It  cannot  go  on  as  it  was,  and  it  cannot  go  on  as 
it  is.  It  must  become  another  order — God's  order. 
The  hell  that  men  have  made  has  broken  loose. 
Men  cannot  get  by — God  will  not  let  us  get 
by — we  must  reap  the  harvest  of  our  sowing.  The 
tragedy  of  these  times  tells  of  God — God  the  Ruler 
— God  the  Accuser — God  the  Antagonist  of 
human  sin — the  God  who  holds  us  faithfully  to 
the  consequences  of  what  we  have  prepared  for. 
This  judgment,  while  it  is  full  of  terror,  is  also 
full  of  promise.  It  means  that  the  possibility  of 
new  life — of  a  new  world  is  at  hand.  God  in 
shaking  the  world  is  trying  to  awaken  us.  Is  not 
this  good  news?  God — the  living  God — makes 
any  situation  full  of  hope.  Troubled  soul,  fling 
yourself  with  utter  abandon  upon  this  present 
God — whose  scales  of  justice  are  never  out  of 
order.  Consider  in  the  second  place,  that  there 
is  good  news  about  God  in  the 

2.  Honest  Questioning  of  the  Present  Time 

How  does  it  come  about  that  men  are  aware 
of  tragedy — of  the  world's  deep  sickness — of  the 
threatening  darkness?  How  does  it  happen  that 
men  are  questioning  the  ways  and  forms  of  life 
as  never  before?  What  prompts  this  questioning? 
More  truly,  who  is  the  Prompter?  God  is  putting 
the  question  mark  over  life — God  is  provoking  the 
questions  that  rest  heavily  upon  sensitive  minds — 
God  is  burdening  man  with  questions,  making 
him  conscious  of  the  contradictions  in  his  life. 
God  is  disturbing  man  with  such  questions  as: 
What  is  the  character  of  a  world  that  can  engage 
in  mass  murder?  What  is  the  character  of  a  world 
that  can  destroy  food  while  millions  starve?  What 
is  the  Tightness  of  a  system  that  makes  it  possible 
for  some  to  have  abundance  while  others  are 
denied  necessities?  What  is  the  significance  of 
these  questions  that  prod  the  mind  of  man?  Do 
they  not  mean  that  a  call  is  being  made  to  man — 
a  call  is  coming  to  him  from  beyond  the  border 
of  our  selfish  human  existence?  God  is  nigh  at 
hand,  and  these  questions  that  search  us,  and  that 
search  the  life  of  the  world,  are  but  the  impact  of 
the  Living  God  calling  us  to  look  deeply  into  our 
ways  and  prepare  to  accompany  him  in  the  re- 
demption of  the  world.  The  soul  that  is  led  to 
question  its  own  integrity  and  the  integrity  of  its 
time,  is  encountering  the  Living  God — who  wills 
that  every  open  wound  in  life  be  healed.  Con- 
sider in  the  third  place  that  there  is  good  news 
of  God  in 

3.  The  Spiritual  Hungering  and  Questing  of  This  Era 
As  one  Christian  thinker  has  put  it,  "Stars  shine 

through  the  night  and  dawn  is  coming."    People 
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are  beginning  to  hunger  for  that  which  the  world 
cannot  give — they  are  beginning  to  seek  a  Refuge 
and  Strength  not  of  this  world.  Is  not  this 
hungering  and  questing  a  response  to  the  Living 
God  who  will  not  let  men  go — the  Living  God 
who  does  not  abandon  the  world  in  its  defiance 
of  him?  A  Hand  is  uplifted  over  the  world  in 
love,  and  in  gracious  appeal.  Many  are  discerning 
this  pleading  Hand — this  Hand  of  benediction — 
and  are  yearning  to  be  within  its  holding  and 
moulding  power.  This  evidence  of  God's  working 
is  seen  in  those  who  are  hungering  for  purer  lives 
— who  want  life  to  express  more  honesty,  purity, 
love  and  truth.  God  is  answering  the  void  in  their 
hearts  with  his  Presence — the  "No"  in  their  lives 
with  the  "Yes."  For  God  is  always  where  men 
and  women  realize  their  brokenness — their  need 
of  him.  Moreover,  one  discerns  the  working  of 
God  where  small  groups  of  people  are  coming 
together  for  the  purpose  of  learning  from  each 
other  about  God  and  the  spiritual  life,  who  come 
together  for  the  purpose  of  extending  their  sym- 
pathies around  the  world  through  prayer,  who 
come  together  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the 
mind  of  Christ,  and  finding  in  that  mind  God's 
answer  to  every  human  perplexity  and  extremity. 
In  this  deep  desiring  after  life  that  cannot  be 
shaken,  God  is  breaking  the  fallow  ground,  he  is 
sowing  the  seed  of  the  new  world.  So  ought  we 
to  pray:  "God,  break  up  the  hardened  soil  of 
my  heart  that  it  may  welcome  the  seed  of  new 
life.  Enable  me  to  discern  thee  as  Master  of  this, 
our  human  situation,  and  as  the  Living  Creator 
of  those  new  lives  that  shall  be  the  salt  of  the 
coming  world." 

Lansing,  Mich. 


The  Spiritual  Shock 

BY  OLIVE  A.  SMITH 

Yesterday  while  sitting  before  that  modern  mir- 
acle of  personality  transmission — the  radio — I  ex- 
perienced one  of  those  rare  moments  of  uplift 
which  make  life  worth  while  for  all  of  us  mor- 
tals. A  quartet  of  the  finest  voices  was  vitalizing 
that  matchless  hymn: 

"O  Love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go, 
I  rest  my  weary  soul  on  thee; 
I  give  thee  back  the  life  I  owe, 
That  in  thine  ocean  depths  its  flow 
May  richer,  fuller  be." 

As  the  rich  baritone  voice  carried  the  melody  at 
one  point  of  the  rendition  I  closed  my  eyes  and 
thought,  "What  a  privilege  to  hear  such  sacred 
harmonies  over  the  air."  Then,  suddenly,  I  was 
brought  back  to  earth  by  the  voice  of  my  com- 


panion who  was  watching  her  fellow  members 
emerge  from  the  church  building  across  the  street. 

"Of  all  things!"  she  exclaimed.     "Mrs.  H  

has  another  new  hat!" 

The  remainder  of  the  hymn  was  not  lost,  but 
naturally  it  was  somewhat  shattered,  foolishly, 
perhaps,  for  we  must  all  meet  such  shocks  with 
the  philosophical  observation,  "Life  is  like  that," 
and  go  on  our  way.  An  earnest,  sincere  and  cap- 
able speaker  who  has  something  to  say  leads  us  to 
the  heights  of  faith  and  the  will  to  endeavor  to- 
ward some  worthy  goal,  and  next  instant  a  whee- 
dling, ingratiating  voice  tells  us,  in  strict  confi- 
dence:    "Men  and  women,  you  can  never  know 

the  depths  of  smoking  pleasure  until  you  try 

cigarettes.     You  get  twice  the  value  in  satisfac- 
tion for  half  the  price." 

Sometimes  we  wonder  whether  our  day  and 
age  is  particularly  replete  with  these  spiritual 
shocks  and  whether  the  radio  must  continue  to 
grant  a  growing  monopoly  to  advertisers  who  thus 
seek  to  gain  larger  profits  for  their  wares.  We 
wonder  whether  all  the  instrumentalities  which 
should  help,  comfort  and  sustain  mankind  must  be 
prostituted  to  the  profit  motive  of  life,  or  whether 
Christian  effort  can  be  made  to  turn  the  scale. 
Yet  the  shocks  of  experience  in  the  realms  of  re- 
laxation are  as  nothing  compared  with  the  shocks 
which  overwhelm  us  as  we  contemplate  actuali- 
ties in  the  world  of  reality.  It  seems  like  a  hor- 
rible nightmare  when,  waking  in  our  comfortable 
beds  at  night,  we  know  that  ours  is  the  only  bit  of 
world  where  the  terrors  of  mass  murder  and  hu- 
man torture  are  unknown.  "It  can't  be  true,"  we 
think,  half-awake  and  half-dreaming,  as  we  recalL 
the  stories  of  millions  of  human  bodies  used  as. 
bridges  over  which  to  transport  more  millions  of 
so-called  human  beings  on  their  mission  of  death 
and  rapine.  But  the  stories  are  true,  and  that 
after  2,000  years  of  an  open  Book  teaching  men 
the  true  way  of  life,  these  horrors  have  brought 
us  to  a  new  Dark  Age. 

Painful  as  are  these  reactions  to  the  revelations 
of  human  pettiness,  selfishness,  greed  and  brutal- 
ity in  human  relationships,  let  us  be  increasingly 
grateful  for  the  shocks  we  experience.  At  the 
best,  we  cannot  completely  prevent  the  tendency 
to  grow  hard,  unresponsive,  deaf  and  blind  to  the 
call  of  the  living  Christ  to  continue  the  struggle 
toward  making  this  world  his  world.  But  let  us 
remember  that  the  jellyfish  experiences  no  shocks,, 
the  jungle  beasts  know  no  sudden  transitions  from 
the  sublime  to  the  trivial,  from  the  compassion  of 
the  Nazarene  to  the  joy  in  torture  which  inspires 
a  dictator.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  every  spiritual 
shock  draws  us  closer,  in  faith  and  effort,  to  that 
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time  which  the  Master  had  in  mind  when  he  said: 
"I,  if  I  be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me." 
The  fulfillment  of  that  promise  seems  afar  off,  but 
we  know  that  it  cannot  fail.  His  promises,  and 
his  only,  will  meet  complete  and  final  fulfillment. 

San  Diego,  Calif. 


He  Went  About  Doing  Good 

BY   SANNIE   SHELLY  BEERY 

Even  though  it  were  not  recorded  in  Acts  10:  38 
about  Jesus  "who  went  about  doing  good"  we 
would  know  from  the  record  in  the  Gospels  that 
Jesus  when  he  lived  on  earth  was  doing  good.  He 
■could  not  do  otherwise,  for  one  of  his  eternal  per- 
fections is  goodness,  and  so  he  is  true  to  his  nature 
in  doing  good.  "Thou  art  good,  and  doest  good" 
(Psa.  119:  68). 

As  Jesus  went  about  doing  good  he  mingled 
with  the  people.  He  met  them  in  joy  and  sorrow, 
in  distress  and  pain.  He  never  sent  the  people 
-away  unsatisfied.  He  supplied  their  needs;  even 
the  children  received  his  blessing. 

Imagine  a  day  with  the  multitude.  All  kinds  of 
people — hot,  dusty,  dirty,  diseased  with  all  man- 
ner of  diseases — pressing  close  upon  him;  the  hot 
Eastern  sun  pouring  down  upon  them;  to  the  flesh 
this  would  not  be  pleasing,  but  he  "pleased  not 
himself." 

"The  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered  un- 
to but  to  minister,  and  give  his  life  a  ransom  for 
many." 

He  had  compassion.  How  often  this  is  said  of 
him!  So  he  healed,  he  provided  food,  he  con- 
trolled the  elements,  he  raised  the  dead,  he  wept, 
he  loved. 

His  only  task  was  doing  good 
To  every  one  he  found  in  need; 
He  ardently  did  all  he  could 
To  leave  undone  no  golden  deed. 

Where'er  he  went  he  gave  delight 
To  weary  hearts  and  souls  forlorn; 
He  cleansed  each  one  confessing  blight 
And  many,  many  ceased  to  mourn. 

Jesus  has  given  us  an  example  that  as  he  has 
■done,  so  should  we.    Whittier  says — 

Follow  with  reverent  steps  the  great  example 
,    Of  him  whose  holy  work  was  doing  good; 

So  shall  the  wide  earth  seem  our  Father's  temple 
Each  loving  life  a  psalm  of  gratitude. 

There  are  some  who  seem  fitted  for  going  about 
doing  good.  The  Bible  says,  "To  every  man  his 
work." 

There  is  not  a  church  or  community  that  does 
not  have  one,  be  it  man  or  woman,  who  is  not  in 
this  noble  class. 


Talmage  said,  "The  finest  of  all  fine  arts  is  the 
art  of  doing  good.  If  the  opportunity  for  great 
deeds  should  never  come,  the  opportunity  for 
good  deeds  is  renewed  day  by  day."  A  little  boy 
was  asked,  "Where  is  your  father?"  He  said,  "I 
don't  know,  but  wherever  he  is,  he  is  helping 
someone."  It  has  been  said,  "If  you  want  to  do 
people  good  you  can;  but  you  have  to  pay  the 
price  for  it.  The  price  is  personal  sacrifice  and 
effort."  It  means  love,  sympathy  and  discern- 
ment too.  It  means  giving  our  time.  So  many  are 
not  willing  to  take  the  time  to  do  some  kind  deed. 
Others  say  they  do  not  have  the  money.  Peter 
said,  "Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,  but  such  as  I 
have  give  I  thee."  We  all  can  dispense  smiles, 
cheer,  sympathy  and  comfort,  and  how  much  they 
are  needed,  and  how  little  given!  "Whatsoever  ye 
do  in  word  or  deed,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 
These  acts  done  in  Jesus'  name  will  be  read  by 
the  world. 

"A  sermon  in  shoes  is  often  more  eloquent  than 
a  sermon  on  paper."  You  have  heard  the  lines, 
"I'd  rather  see  a  sermon  than  hear  one  any  day." 
So  our  light  will  shine  as  we  go  about  doing  good. 

I  know  a  woman  who  is  a  teacher  of  a  woman's 
Sunday-school  class,  which  her  husband  has  aptly 
called  her  "parish."  I  do  not  meet  her  very  often, 
but  on  one  occasion  I  found  her  carrying  early 
spring  flowers  to  someone.  Another  time  she  was 
just  returning  from  a  visit  to  a  member  of  her 
class  who  was  in  the  hospital;  again  she  was  just 
returning  from  a  visit  to  one  of  her  class  who  was 
just  an  occasional  attendant;  and  so  instances  of 
her  unselfishness  and  kindness  could  be  added, 
for  she  is  "full  of  good  works." 

I  know  another  woman  who  is  going  about  do- 
ing good,  visiting  old  people,  lonely  ones,  sick 
ones,  and  the  poor.  Tracts,  books,  magazines, 
birthday  cakes,  clothing,  food,  candy  and  money 
are  dispensed.  Children  are  remembered  also. 
This  woman  writes  a  great  many  letters — a  good 
work  many  might  engage  in.  She  writes  letters 
of  sympathy,  congratulation,  birthday,  and — just 
letters.  She  dispenses  smiles  and  cheer  as  she 
goes  about.  I  mentioned  discernment  as  a  quality 
for  doing  good,  which  may  apply  in  this  case. 

The  woman  just  mentioned  lives  in  the  city,  and 
she  saw  frequently  passing  her  home  a  family; 
the  mien  of  the  husband  and  wife  and  the 
decorum  of  the  children  impressed  her.  She  was 
led  to  speak  to  them,  then  acquaintance,  and  fi- 
nally a  call,  for  she  found  they  lived  in  an  apart- 
ment house  not  far  away.  The  husband  had  no 
work,  but  had  a  wife  and  five  children  dependent 
on  him.  Help  was  given  in  money,  provisions  and 
friendliness.     Other  help  was  enlisted.    The  man 
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and  wife  were  well-educated  people  of  rare  re- 
finement, and  best  of  all,  genuine  Christians.  The 
children  were  obedient  and  courteous. 

The  result  was  Christian  fellowship,  appreciated 
by  both;  and  the  woman  who  befriended  was 
benefited  by  their  wise  counsel  and  encourage- 
ment in  the  Lord.  We  might  add,  the  father  got 
work,  the  daughter  graduated  and  got  a  position, 
and  so  the  Lord  is  graciously  providing. 

"Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing." 

"The  Master's  work  may  make  weary  feet,  but 
it  leaves  the  spirit  glad." 

Clearville,  Pa. 


Civilian  Public  Service — An  Interpretation 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

Brethren  people  generally  regret  that  our  gov- 
ernment is  committed  to  a  policy  of  military  con- 
scription. Millions  of  other  American  citizens 
share  with  us  that  attitude.  While  we  presum- 
ably represent  a  minority  opinion  on  this  ques- 
tion, we  shall  not  be  persuaded  to  withdraw  from 
an  emphasis  which  we  have  supported  for  nearly 
two  and  a  half  centuries.  We  have  learned  in  our 
history  that  moral  issues  are  not  usually  settled 
by  a  count  of  votes.  We  accept  the  situation  as  it 
is,  but  we  do  it  with  disappointment  and  with 
anxiety  as  to  where  this  policy  may  lead  our 
American  democracy. 

Our  position  with  reference  to  violence  as  a 
means  of  adjusting  difficulties  between  nations  is 
unchanged.  We  regard  it  as  eternally  wrong  and 
increasingly  indefensible.  We  dare  to  be  called 
unpatriotic  and  to  be  regarded  as  foolish  in  our 
effort  to  break  that  vicious  circle  into  which  war 
has  invariably  led  mankind. 

We  are  not  likely  to  modify  our  position  on  war 
because  of  military  conscription.  Rather,  we  shall 
convert  the  occasion  into  a  spiritual  opportunity 
for  a  more  powerful  testimony  in  behalf  of  the 
way  of  life  which  we  represent.  The  name  which 
we  apply  to  ourselves  is  an  epitome  of  our  faith 
and  expresses  the  principle  which,  we  believe,  of- 
fers to  mankind  its  only  hope.  Therefore,  in  a 
time  like  this  we  shall  seek  all  the  more  to  be 
Brethren  in  reality. 

Few  people  in  this  country  believed,  even  one 
year  ago,  that  a  policy  of  military  conscription 
would  be  possible  in  the  United  States,  especially 
in  a  time  of  peace.  When  we  see  what  has  ac- 
tually happened  we  are  shocked  and  almost  dazed. 
We  must  help  America  to  move  out  of  this  com- 
placency and  superficiality  into  the  new  and  chal- 
lenging task  of  setting  new  patterns  of  life  which 


are  more  consistent  with  the  ideals  of  Christ  and 
in  greater  harmony  with  the  demands  of  the  more 
abundant  life  for  mankind.  At  any  rate,  it  is  that 
issue  which  confronts  us.  The  Christian  ideal  of 
life  must  be  more  universally  and  more  complete- 
ly applied  to  our  modern  life.  We  cannot  con- 
tinue to  profess  that  we  are  Christians  in  our  pri- 
vate life  and  practice  paganism  in  everything  else. 
Our  choice  is  to  make  our  political,  economic  and 
social  life  Christian  also,  or  be  completely  sub- 
merged by  the  tides  of  paganism  which  surge 
about  us.  As  a  Brethren  people  we  can  be  abso- 
lutely certain  that  the  God  and  Father  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  God  of  men  and  of  nations,  calls  us  to 
be  a  "light  in  the  world"  now  and  forever.  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service  may  be  a  call  of  God  to  use 
our  citizenship  in  the  state  to  advance  his  king- 
dom one  step  more.  It  is  at  least  a  chance  to  dem- 
onstrate our  ideal  of  constructive  and  creative 
citizenship  in  an  hour  of  unparalleled  crises. 

The  Selective  Service  Act  of  1940  extends  to- 
those  who  share  our  conviction  in  regard  to  mili- 
tary training  and  war  an  alternative  in  the  form 
of  service  of  "national  importance  under  civilian 
direction."  The  President  has  defined  that  service 
in  part  by  designating  soil  conservation,  reforesta- 
tion and  flood  control  as  meeting  the  requirements 
by  the  law.  The  pattern  which  has  been  worked 
out  is  that  our  young  men  who  are  liable  for  mili- 
tary service  may  accept  this  alternative  service 
on  a  voluntary  basis  without  compensation,  while 
the  rest  of  the  church  joins  in  that  sacrifice  by 
providing  them  with  the  necessities  of  life  during; 
the  period  of  their  service. 

This  form  of  national  service  reflects  an  under- 
lying philosophy  which  we  should  not  fail  to 
grasp: 

First:  It  is  a  recognition  on  the  part  of  our  gov- 
ernment that  the  individual  citizen  has  "inalien- 
able" rights  which  the  state  cannot  violate.  If  our 
government  is  to  continue  as  a  democracy,  and  not 
as  a  dictatorship,  it  must  defend  and  preserve  for 
all  of  us  freedom  of  conscience  and  liberty  of  re- 
ligious faith.    Some  governments  today  deny  that 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Washington  City  church 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  has  opened  an  office  in 
the  parish  house  of  that  congregation  for  handling  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  program  for  the  brotherhood. 
This  will,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  be  headquarters  for 
the  National  Director,  Paul  H.  Bowman,  loaned  tempo- 
rarily by  Bridgewater  College.  All  matters  pertaining 
to  the  Selective  Service  Act,  Civilian  Public  Service,  and 
the  conscientious  objector  should  be  addressed  to  this 
office — 337  North  Carolina  Ave.,  S.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
The  telephone  number  is  Franklin  5924. 
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right  and  the  attempt  to  claim  it  leads  directly  to 
the  firing  squad.  Other  governments  suppress  that 
xight  to  the  extent  that  its  exercise  leads  to 
prison,  concentration  camps  or  exile.  Unlike  these 
totalitarian  governments,  our  government  recog- 
nizes the  individual  citizen  and  offers  him  the  op- 
portunity to  serve  the  nation  in  even  more  sig- 
nificant ways  than  that  of  military  service,  and 
•entirely  removed  from  the  regimentation  of  mili- 
tary discipline. 

There  can  be  no  just  cry  of  totalitarianism  so 
long  as  a  government  proceeds  on  such  a  principle 
as  this.  It  is  the  very  essence  of  democracy  and 
leads  directly  into  the  philosophy  of  Jesus  Christ 
which  proclaims  the  incalculable  worth  of  a  hu- 
man being  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul  of  man. 

Second:  It  extends  to  us  the  opportunity  to  de- 
fend our  Brethren  faith  and  demonstrate  in  prac- 
tical ways  our  ideal  of  creative  and  constructive 
■citizenship. 

1.  We  are  invited  to  help  conserve  soil  and  pre- 
serve our  forests  as  a  service  of  national  impor- 
tance. This  is  essentially  the  task  to  which  our 
ancestors  addressed  themselves.  Our  Brethren 
forebears  helped  claim  this  country  from  the 
wilds  of  virgin  forest  and  have  been  "enrichers" 
of  the  soil  through  all  these  decades.  There  are 
now  but  few  acres  to  be  claimed  from  the  wild. 
Besides,  we  have  been  prodigal  and  wasteful  as  a 
nation  with  our  inheritance.  We  must  now  learn 
the  art  of  preserving  the  land  which  our  fathers 
claimed  for  us.  We  must  rebuild  our  forests  for 
future  well-being.  Our  sin  against  the  earth  is 
sin  against  human  life.  We  cannot  impoverish 
soil  and  waste  our  forests  without  robbing  future 
generations  of  a  very  important  heritage.  We 
need  to  give  to  soil  conservation  and  other  such 
movements  a  humanitarian  motive.  The  Ameri- 
can people  must  see  that  fundamentally  we  there- 
by improve  the  quality  of  human  life.  This  is  a 
task  which  is  in  keeping  with  our  Brethren  doc- 
trine and  expresses  a  philosophy  which  needs  to 
grip  the  hearts  of  the  American  people. 

2.  We  are  invited  to  help  demonstrate  how  a 
democracy  may  deal  successfully  with  minorities. 
That  is  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  confront- 
ing our  government.  Our  fathers  fled  the  despot- 
ism and  serfdom  of  Europe  in  search  of  freedom 
and  peace.  They  helped  forge  those  ideals  of  gov- 
ernment which  are  expressed  in  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  the  conception  of  freedom  which  is  expressed 
in  the  thirteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
This  problem  is  essentially  the  same  task  to  which 
Peter  Becker,  Alexander  Mack  and  Christopher 
Sower  addressed  themselves  as  American  citizens. 
The  Brethren  of  this  day  should  bring  to  the  prob- 


lem the  same  spirit  of  courage  and  sacrifice  which 
they  brought. 

3.  We  are  invited  to  make  to  national  defense  a 
contribution  which  is  important  and  indispens- 
able. 

The  man  who  trains  as  a  soldier  is  preparing 
to  defend  our  country  against  an  invader  which 
most  certainly  will  never  arrive.  He  prepares  to 
defend  the  territory,  the  industries  and  the  po- 
litical institutions  of  the  country,  which  is  funda- 
mentally a  physical  task.  Our  function  as  creative 
citizens  is  concerned  primarily  with  moral  and 
spiritual  defenses.  We  seek  to  preserve  liberty 
and  freedom  for  the  individual;  to  conserve  the 
resources  of  the  soil  for  future  generations;  to 
supply  American  life  with  the  spirit  of  sacrifice 
and  faith  in  the  dignity  of  labor,  and  to  develop 
those  skills  which  enrich  personal  life  and  become 
a  medium  of  serving  distressed  peoples  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  These  are  the  values  which  make 
America  worth  defending  and  render  large  armies 
and  navies  unnecessary  in  the  long  run.  If  we 
lose  these  we  may  as  well  live  in  Russia,  Ger- 
many, Poland  or  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Our 
defense  is  against  those  enemies  of  America  which 
live  within  our  souls  and  are  a  greater  peril  to  our 
national  life  than  all  the  dictators  in  the  world. 

Our  young  men  propose  engaging  in  this  enter- 
prise without  compensation  and  the  church  at 
large  proposes  supporting  them  in  this  service 
with  food,  clothing,  medical  care,  spiritual  nur- 
ture and  with  whatever  educational  opportunity 
may  be  developed. 

This  does  not  appear  to  be  the  role  of  shirkers, 
nor  that  of  citizens  lacking  in  patriotism.  It  is 
rather  a  form  of  superpatriotism  which  under- 
takes to  defend  and  preserve  those  values  of  hu- 
man life  which  have  made  our  country  a  land  of 
promise  to  needy  and  oppressed  peoples.  Our 
young  men  may  go  to  Civilian  Public  Service  with 
confidence  in  their  cause  and  with  an  assurance 
that  they  are  serving  God,  country  and  mankind 
significantly  and  courageously  and  with  a  high 
degree  of  honor  and  superior  sacrifice. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Welcome  Conscious 

BY    FAITH    SWIHART    WIEGOLD 

In  the  foreground  of  many  a  church  we  read 
"Everybody  Welcome."  I  love  that  invitation  for 
it  makes  me  long  to  enter  in.  For  thirteen  years  I 
lived  in  that  kind  of  a  church  and  found  the 
welcome  always  present.  But  now,  because  of 
work  conditions,  I  am  far  away,  yet  I  long  for 
such  a  welcome  somewhere  where  I  may  enjoy 
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spiritual  growth  and  the  fellowship  of  love — a 
place  where  communion  with  God  is  felt  and  re- 
flected from  heart  to  heart. 

The  welcome  that  I  always  had  in  my  own 
church  I  find  reflected  in  others  when  I  approach 
the  throne  of  God  consecrated  in  the  spirit  of 
worship.  Bryant  said,  "The  forests  were  God's 
first  temple."  Moses  worshiped  on  the  top  of 
Nebo  among  the  rocks  and  was  taken  of  God. 
Sojourning  among  others  I  receive  the  warm 
handshake  and  word  of  welcome  from  fellow 
travelers  who  seek  a  closer  walk  with  God.  But 
this  I  feel,  that  much  depends  upon  our  own 
attitude,  for  what  we  receive  is  a  response  to 
that  which  we  bring.  If  I  am  filled  with  love, 
others  contribute  to  my  love  and  we  have  a  bless- 
ing together  in  God's  abundant  love.  I  was  told 
by  a  lovely  lady  once,  who  had  visited  a  church 
in  a  great  city  of  the  West,  "But,  oh,  wasn't  it  an 
iceberg!"  Christ  held  his  closest  convocation  when 
alone  with  God.  The  early  church  in  Rome  wor- 
shiped in  the  catacombs  among  the  bones  of  dead 
men. 

To  be  welcome  among  strangers  means  two 
things:  I  am  radiant  with  God's  love  and  God's 
love  is  radiant  in  those  I  meet.  Some  apparently 
say,  "There  is  a  stranger  yonder,  but  it  is  not  my 
affair";  or,  "It's  the  pastor's  duty;  let  him  look 
after  it."  If  we  meet  as  strangers,  and  pass  as 
strangers,  we  go  on  our  way  as  strangers.  Zac- 
chaeus  was  not  that  way;  he  climbed  up  in  a 
sycamore  tree  that  he  might  see  a  Man,  and  re- 
ceived a  blessing.  The  woman  with  an  issue 
thought  that  if  she  could  but  touch  the  hem  of  his 
garment  that  she  would  be  healed!    And  she  was. 

Some  people  hesitate  because  of  timidity,  but 
to  give  a  welcome  is  just  another  point  of  culture, 
a  method  of  grace.  When  I  was  a  child  I  learned 
to  do  things:  to  read,  to  write,  to  be  courteous,  to 
co-operate  in  doing  good;  so  in  like  manner  can 
we  learn  to  extend  a  welcome  to  others. 

Personally,  I  feel  any  newcomer  should  invite 
friendliness  by  showing  a  friendly  attitude;  but 
strangers  often  hurry  away,  giving  no  one  a 
chance  for  beginning  an  acquaintance.  That  is 
surely  wrong,  but  it  was  my  failing  the  first  night 
I  attended  services  in  this  strange  city.  I  was  in 
search  of  spiritual  food,  and  attempted  to  get 
away  unnoticed;  but  the  pastor,  who  had  outdone 
me,  was  already  in  the  vestibule  and  said,  "Lady, 
I  am  glad  you  were  here;  come  again  and  get 
acquainted  with  our  folks." 

The  pastor  followed  up  that  momentary  greet- 
ing by  calling  at  our  home  and  extending  an  addi- 
tional  challenge   in   our  field  of  the  work.     To 


make  my  welcome  surer,  a  friend  who  had  lived 
here  previously  wrote  to  a  number  she  knew  tell- 
ing them  to  call  upon  us  and  get  acquainted.  That 
was  a  fine  act  and  helped  us  very  much  in  our 
isolation.  Such  interest  can  be  made  very  helpful 
to  strangers  in  a  strange  city.  Remember  we  are 
co-laborers  in  God's  work. 

It  is  true,  some  people  may  be  overzealous,  but 
it  is  hard  to  be  overzealous  by  doing  good  to  the 
children  of  men.  I  think  it  is  not  possible  to 
overdo  in  brotherly  love,  but  in  blood  love  it 
may  be  so  done,  for  there  is  a  tendency  to  form 
groups,  and  knots  may  form  cliques  and  factions; 
but  in  brotherly  love  all  are  cemented  into  a  union, 
of  love.  If  you  are  interested  in  feeling  how  a 
child  of  God  feels  in  a  big  city,  visit  a  church  that 
is  not  spiritually  warmed  with  the  "whosoever 
will."  Attend  a  strange  church  in  a  strange  city 
that  has  no  conscious  welcome. 

Holtville,  Calif. 


The  Holy  Spirit  and  Some  Fundamentals 
According  to  Modernism 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  denned  as  "the  impulses  to 
righteousness  that  come  to  men." 

"Influences  emanating  from  God." 

If  we  take  the  definition  of  God  according  to 
modernism  as  it  was  given,  we  shall  know  what 
is  said.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  things  said 
about  God: 

(1)  "God— the  first  cause." 

(2)  "God  has  no  existence  apart  from  the  uni- 
verse and  never  had." 

(3)  "With  what  God  have  we  to  do  except  the 
God  who  is  eternally  man?  Essentially  God  is 
man." 

Look  at  the  three  statements — God  is  the  first 
cause.  Yet  he  has  no  existence  apart  from  the 
universe.  Again  we  are  told  that  influences  ema- 
nating from  him  are  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  seems  to 
be  a  kind  of  jumble,  meaning  nothing. 

There  are  impulses  of  righteousness  coming 
from  God  to  men,  and  yet  "essentially  God  is 
man."  For  that  to  be  true,  then  these  impulses 
would  come  from  man,  from  himself,  to  himself. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  which  at  all  resembles 
the  Holy  Spirit  with  whom  we  have  met  in  the 
New  Testament.  The  Spirit  that  the  Father  has 
given  to  his  people  does  not  at  all  resemble  the 
one  which  the  modernists  write  about.  We  have 
experienced  what  our  Holy  Spirit  does  for  us  and 
to  us.  But  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  this  other, 
this  emanation  from  God,  does  mean  anything. 
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In  fact  our  Triune  God  means  nothing  to  the  mod- 
ernists. They  say  our  Bible  is  not  to  be  taken  too 
literally;  that  Jesus  is  a  great  religious  leader, 
but  not  that  he  is  the  Savior,  the  only  hope  of  hu- 
manity in  its  struggle  against  unrighteousness. 
They  really  take  the  heart  out  of  our  religion. 

In  the  Old  Testament  we  have  a  looking  forward 
to  Christ,  and  in  the  New  a  looking  back  to  him  as 
the  Redeemer.  Without  him,  what  does  our  pro- 
fessed religion  amount  to?  Nothing.  Without 
him  we  have  no  religion.  But  all  the  Trinity  are 
as  good  as  rejected  by  the  modernists.  For  them 
there  are  no  personal  gods,  but  influences  and  im- 
pulses. To  believe  that  "God  has  no  existence 
apart  from  the  universe"  is  not  in  our  power,  for 
we  believe,  and  must  believe,  that  he  has  existed 
from  all  eternity,  that  he  will  continue  throughout 
the  eternity  to  come.  We  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
very  Son  of  God,  and  not  that  he  was  "a  man  so 
good  that  his  deluded  followers  took  him  for  a 
god."  We  believe,  finally,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
a  divine  Person,  sent  by  the  heavenly  Father  to 
comfort  his  bereaved  disciples,  and  to  guide  them 
into  all  the  truth. 

Of  sin  the  modernists  say,  "Man  is  under  a  pro- 
cess of  evolution  which  has  neither  beginning  nor 
end."  "He  is  a  passing  form  of  universal  energy 
without  free  will."  "If  man  ever  had  a  fall,  it  was 
a  fall  upward  rather  than  downward."  "Evil  is 
not  a  principle  at  war  with  good." 

Of  redemption  they  say:  "Every  man  must 
atone  for  his  own  soul."  "The  'slaughter  house 
religion'  belongs  to  the  dark  ages."  The  'gospel 
of  gore'  is  an  entirely  outworn  dogma."  They  do 
not  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  atonement, 
and  say  that  "nothing  of  the  kind  was  needed." 

Of  salvation  they  say:  "Consecrated  Christians 
are  too  busy  about  deeds  of  love  and  justice  to 
give  thought  to  their  own  salvation."  "What  does 
God  require  of  a  man  but  to  be  good  and  do 
good?"  "God  is  the  God  and  Father  of  all, 
through  all,  and  in  all."  "The  incarnation  of  God 
is  not  limited  to  one  life  only.  All  are  sons  of 
God,  and  will  eventually  be  saved."  "God,  angel 
or  man  could  not  be  happy  in  heaven  if  a  single 
human  being  was  suffering  in  hell."  "God  is  too 
loving  and  merciful  to  send  any  of  his  own 
creatures  to  eternal  punishment."  "There  is  no 
far-off  judgment  day  and  no  judge  external  to 
ourselves." 

From  the  passages  quoted,  giving  the  modern- 
ist opinion  of  our  heavenly  Father,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit,  and  then  their 
belief  as  to  sin,  redemption,  salvation  and  retri- 
bution— from  these  fundamentals  of  our  religion 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  decide  the  value  or  lack 


of  value  of  the  doctrine.  One  cannot  but  wonder 
why  they  cling  to  the  name  Christian,  for  it  would 
be  hard  to  find  anything  much  about  it  all  that 
is  truly  Christian.  It  is  even  stranger  that  so 
many  who  once  professed  faith  in  the  whole  doc- 
trine of  God  have  turned  back,  fallen  away,  and 
are  now  satisfied  with  the  merest  husks  of  the  re- 
ligion brought  to  us  by  our  blessed  Lord  nineteen 
centuries  ago. 

No  other  name  seems  to  suit  it  quite  so  well  as 
antichrist.  The  Bible  definition  of  antichrist  is 
given  in  1  John  2:  22:  "Who  is  a  liar  but  he  that 
denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ?  He  is  antichrist, 
that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son."  And  again 
in  1  John  4:  3  we  find:  "And  every  spirit  that 
confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the 
flesh  is  not  of  God;  and  this  is  that  spirit  of  anti- 
christ, whereof  ye  have  heard  that  it  should  come; 
and  even  now  already  is  it  in  the  world." 

There  are  many  antichrists  in  the  world,  and  a 
good  many  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  pulpits 
preaching  doctrines  that  are  not  of  Christ.  Why 
should  we  be  surprised  at  the  great  falling  away, 
when  so  many  who  are  supposed  to  be  preaching 
the  gospel  of  Christ  are  preaching  "another  gos- 
pel," which  is  not  of  Christ  and  should  not  be  re- 
ceived? 

The  early  disciples  ran  well,  though  they  were 
compelled  to  suffer  much  and  were  evil  spoken  of. 
Yet  in  spite  of  these  hindrances  they  were  said  to 
have  "turned  the  world  upside  down"  by  their 
lives  and  teaching.  But  now  times  have  changed, 
and  the  preachers  and  preachings  have  changed 
with  them.  But  God  has  not  changed,  nor  has 
his  Word.  Men  have  grown  so  wise  in  their  own 
conceits  that  they  think  they  know  better  than 
the  Lord  as  to  what  is  to  be  believed  and  prac- 
ticed. The  modernists  have  had  and  are  having  a 
great  influence  in  getting  people  to  leave  the  old 
faith  and  most  of  the  fundamental  teachings  of 
the  Book  which  was  given  that  we  might  be  safe- 
ly guided  in  our  journey  through  this  world. 

Men  like  to  follow  the  teaching,  which  is  noth- 
ing but  a  repetition  of  that  of  Satan  to  Eve  in  the 
Garden.  We  may  be  assured  that  like  causes  will 
have  like  effects.  Men  like  to  believe  that  they 
will  have  no  account  to  give  of  "deeds  done  in  the 
body";  they  like  to  think  that  there  will  be  no 
judge  but  man  himself.  Some  day,  when  it  will 
be  too  late  to  do  them  any  good,  men  will  know 
better;  they  will  know  and  realize  to  their  great 
sorrow  that  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven 
than  that  of  Christ  whereby  they  must  be  saved, 
if  saved  at  all.  If  they  denied  him,  he  will  deny 
them  before  the  hosts  of  heaven. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


Echoes  From  China  Annual  Mission 
Meeting 

October  19-24,  1940 

BY  SUSIE  M.  THOMAS 

After  most  people  thought  that  we  could  have  no  mis- 
sion meeting  this  year  because  of  certain  events  that 
had  transpired,  letters  and  cards  were  sent  by  Bro. 
Crumpacker  to  different  people.  One  Sunday  morning 
the  folks  at  Show  Yang  received  a  card  which  was  writ- 
ten two  days  before,  then  came  a  letter  which  had  been 
written  eight  days  before,  inviting  everyone  to  come  to 
mission  meeting  at  Ping  Ting.  It  came  so  sudden  that 
the  folks  at  Show  Yang  station  were  kept  unusually 
busy  preparing  to  leave  on  Tuesday,  especially  when 
Brother  and  Sister  Harlan  Smith  and  their  four  young- 
est children  had  just  arrived  the  Thursday  before. 
Dwight  had  been  left  at  the  Tung  Chow  American 
School. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Oct.  15,  someone  was  sent  to 
the  station  to  inquire  what  time  the  train  would  come. 
We  were  told  that  the  train  came  at  10:40  A.  M.  and  all 
the  members,  large  and  small,  wended  their  way  to  the 
railroad  station.  The  train  was  exactly  on  time  which 
had  not  been  such  a  common  thing  for  some  days.  After 
we  were  all  seated,  some  in  second  and  some  in  third- 
class  coaches,  we  rode  until  we  landed  in  Yang  Chuan 
and  much  to  our  amazement  were  told,  "You  came  in 
on  yesterday's  train."  How  could  that  be?  Well,  the 
train  had  not  gone  through  the  day  before,  but  we  did 
not  know  it  since  we  had  not  wanted  to  go  on  the  train 
anywhere  that  day. 

Dr.  Cunningham  was  there  to  meet  us  with  the  mis- 
sion car  and  the  trailer  fastened  on  behind.  He  in- 
quired where  the  Myerses  were,  but  they  had  not  come. 
We  waited  until  the  Peking  train  came  in  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Ikenberry  and  Esther  Marie  descended  from 
it  to  go  along  to  Ping  Ting.  With  ten  people  in  the  car 
and  four  passengers  and  baggage  on  the  trailer  we  drove 
into  the  east  compound  of  our  Ping  Ting  mission  sta- 
tion. After  having  a  tasty  tea  at  the  Cunningham  home 
we  went  to  the  assigned  places  of  abode. 

The  meeting  was  scheduled  to  begin  on  Wednesday, 
but  that  day  passed  and  also  Thursday  with  no  word 
from  or  sight  of  the  folks  from  Tai  Yuan  Fu  and  Liao 
Chow.  Bro.  Wampler  had  taken  the  car  to  Liao  Chow 
and  had  planned  to  return  by  Tuesday.,  Since  condi- 
tions are  quite  unsettled  and  travel  very  uncertain  at 
times-,  we  did  not  know  what  might  happen,  but  we 
prayed  and  trusted  that  the  Lord  would  keep  them  safe. 

A  permit  was  secured  for  a  Chinese  messenger  so  he 
started  out  on  his  bicycle  on  Friday  and  that  day  he  met 
them  coming.  It  was  a  thankful  and  relieved  group 
when  we  knew  they  had  arrived  safe  and  sound. 

That  same  evening  Bro.  Minor  M.  Myers  and  Sister 
Laura  Shock  arrived.  We  regretted  that  Sister  Myers 
could  not  leave  our  station  at  Tai  Yuan  and  come  to 
join  us.  This  would  have  meant  a  perfect  attendance 
of  all  our  missionaries  in  Shansi.  Someone  remarked 
that  a  greater  percentage  of  the  workers  were  in  at- 
tendance at  this  mission  meeting  than  any  other  mis- 
sion meeting  since  1936. 


How  nice  it  would  have  been  to  have  had  the  new 
missionaries — Miss  Bessie  Crim,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Angeny  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rolland  Flory — with  us,  but 
that  was  impossible  because  language  study  had  al- 
ready begun  at  the  College  of  Chinese  Studies. 

On  Saturday  morning,  Oct.  19,  at  9:30  A.  M.,  the  first 
session  began  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Crum- 
packer. Because  of  the  time  of  the  opening  and  closing 
of  the  city  gate  the  hour  of  convening  and  adjourning 
had  to  be  planned  accordingly. 

Sister  Cunningham  led  us  in  our  first  devotions.  Our 
theme  song  was,  Are  Ye  Able?  and  this  was  sung  just 
before  the  conference  address  given  by  the  conference 
chairman,  Dr.  E.  Lloyd  Cunningham,  which  was  full  of 
notes  of  optimism.  After  recess  mission  business  was 
discussed.  Lunch  was  eaten  by  all  in  the  city  at  the 
Crumpacker  and  ladies'  houses. 

Saturday  afternoon  the  departmental  sections  met — 
evangelistic,  educational  and  medical.  Each  day  there 
was  a  special  program  for  the  children  at  4  P.  M.  The 
children  here  were  Lloyd,  Edward,  Shirley  and  Morine 
Smith,  Esther  Marie  Ikenberry,  Joseph  and  Gene  Wamp- 
ler and  Larry  Cunningham. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  20,  Mrs.  Cunningham  had 
charge  of  the  Sunday  school  for  the  children.  Bro. 
Smith  conducted  the  Sunday  forenoon  Chinese  services 
at  the  church  for  both  Chinese  and  missionaries.  It  was 
very  inspirational.  Spiritual  values  are  eternal  and 
cannot  be  destroyed. 

Sunday  afternoon  at  3:15  we  met  at  the  Ikenberry 
home.  First  there  were  Echoes  From  the  Homeland  by 
Corda  Wertz  and  Brother  and  Sister  Harlan  Smith,  who 
have  recently  returned  to  China.  We  are  indeed  most 
thankful  for  their  return  and  the  coming  of  the  new 
missionaries.  The  echoes  were  a  source  of  enjoyment 
to  all.  Sister  Wertz  said  that  America  seemed  to  have 
less  people  than  when  she  first  came  to  the  field.  That 
was  because  she  had  seen  the  teeming  millions  of  Chi- 
na. Sister  Smith's  account  of  their  preparation  to  re- 
turn to  China  in  August  of  1937,  and  their  detainment  in 
the  States,  serving  a  rural  church  in  Missouri,  was  very 
thrilling  and  also  had  a  missionary  note  to  it.  Bro. 
Smith  gave  us  a  picture  of  some  of  the  trends  that  are 
taking  place  in  the  United  States.  Some  of  them  were 
the  trend  to  spend  more  and  more  money  for  things 
that  destroy  rather  than  promote  the  good  of  human 
beings,  and  the  trends  toward  dictatorship  and  war. 
When  this  was  over  we  sang  hymns,  had  prayer  and 
again  heard  a  sermon  from  Bro.  Smith  which  was  full  of 
hope  and  encouragement. 

On  Monday,  Oct.  21,  we  met  at  the  Cunningham  home 
and  Sister  Hazel  Rothrock  directed  our  thinking  at  the 
devotional  period.  Her  theme  was,  He  Is  Able.  She 
said,  "This  is  the  corollary  of  our  theme  song,  Are  Ye 
Able? 

In  Heb.  7:  25  we  read  that  Jesus  is  able  to  show  the 
way  in  our  present  problems,  to  protect  us  from  danger, 
to  sweeten  everyday  relationships,  and  to  save  from 
power  of  sin. 

Some  of  his  attributes  are  wisdom,  righteousness, 
sanctification  and  redemption  (1  Cor.  1:30,  31).  We 
need  every  one  of  these  in  our  personal  lives.    He  is  this 
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when  he  dwells  within.  He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory 
in  the  Lord. 

She  gave  a  brief  testimony  of  the  increasing  mean- 
ing and  power  of  prayer,  of  the  Bible  and  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  her  life.  This  was  followed  by  responses  from 
the  group  and  prayer. 

Following  this,  Bro.  Crumpacker  discussed  the  topic, 
The  On-Going  Church.    Points  made  were  as  follows: 

1.  The  on-going  church  will  be  made  up  of  both  Chi- 
nese and  missionaries.  The  advance  will  not  be  spec- 
tacular, but  gradual,  and  the  church  will  recognize  that 
prayer  is  the  greatest  opportunity. 

2.  The  church  will  be  founded  on  vision,  faith  and 
prayer.  It  will  be  for  all — the  educated,  uneducated, 
rich,  poor,  etc.  It  will  be  a  church  composed  of  those 
who  know  the  Bible,  find  joy  in  studying  it,  and  in  giv- 
ing testimony.  There  will  be  training  of  all  kinds.  The 
old-time  revival  will  need  to  be  encouraged. 

3.  Leaders  will  have  to  be  not  only  educated,  but  able 
to  teach  and  be  loyal  to  God.  Leaders  will  be  creative 
in  mind  and  able  to  show  people  how  to  be  servants  of 
all. 

4.  The  church  will  be  a  co-operative  one.  All  groups 
will  belong  to  the  same  class. 

5.  It  will  be  a  singing  church.     Music  is  inspiring. 

6.  It  will  be  a  sacrificing  church. 

But  three  things  that  must  be  left  out  of  the  on-going 
church: 

1.  Destructive  criticism  of  individuals,  of  the  work  of 
individuals  and  of  departments. 

2.  Dictatorship  must  by  all  means  be  given  up.  We 
need  to  be  comrades  in  service  rather  than  dictators. 

3.  Coercion  or  force  must  be  left  out.  There  was  no 
coercion  in  the  life  of  Christ.  Love  will  be  the  lasting 
thing  in  the  future  church. 

Sister  Velma  Ober  followed  Bro.  Crumpacker  on  the 
same  subject.  She  told  us  that  this  is  the  time  to  take 
a  long  backward  look  and  evaluate  our  work  in  order 
to  find  out  wherein  we  are  lacking  and  plan  and  build 
for  the  on-going  church.  This  is  the  time  when  people 
flee  and  are  so  afraid.  When  all  these  people  say  they 
do  not  have  any  method  or  way  out  it  is  time  to  eval- 
uate the  work  to  see  if  we  have  laid  the  foundation  that 
will  give  them  stability. 

In  the  history  of  China,  when  the  Catholics  came  and 
tried  to  establish  their  religion,  several  times  it  was 
uprooted.  The  Nestorians  tried  to  found  their  religion, 
but  it  was  destroyed.  The  Jewish  efforts  were  not  suc- 
cessful. We  must  build  so  this  will  not  be  true  of  our 
efforts. 

Francesca  French  and  Mildred  Cable  told  about  their 
experiences  in  western  China  when  the  city  gate  was 
closed  and  then  later  opened  for  a  time  to  permit  the 
late  comers  to  enter.  This  may  be  compared  to  Chris- 
tianity. Maybe  the  gate  has  been  opened  for  the  late 
comers.  We  want  to  get  Christianity  so  deeply  rooted 
that  it  will  remain  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

This  is  a  good  time  to  dig  deeper  wells  in  our  own 
spiritual  lives.  It  is  a  time  to  wait  on  the  Lord  to  re- 
new our  strength  that  we  might  be  greater  light  bearers. 

This  time  when  we  are  helping  so  much  in  the  relief 
program  and  many  other  ways  if  we  can  bring  the  right 
lessons  to  those  with  whom  we  work,  in  a  few  years 
their  lives  will  be  firmly  grounded  and  established  so 
that  they  will  be  strong  Christians  in  the  years  to  come. 


Paul  was  an  example  of  the  one  who  was  always 
pushing  on  in  evangelism.  Sometimes  there  were  hin- 
drances when  he  had  to  wait  before  the  way  opened,  as 
when  the  call  from  Macedonia  came  to  him  to  go  and 
help. 

Next  Sister  Ikenberry  talked  on  Some  Ways  Our  Mis- 
sion Can  Best  Help  the  On-Going  Church.  She  said 
that  it  is  well  to  look  back  over  church  history.  History 
goes  in  spirals,  one  higher  than  the  other.  There  has 
been  advance  in  spite  of  darkness.  Christians  living  in 
the  catacombs  of  Rome  did  not  decrease  their  influence 
but  increased  it.  The  Pietistic  movement  developed  in 
Germany  at  a  time  when  wickedness  was  rampant.  On- 
ly the  world-wide  Christianity  of  today  could  have  pro- 
duced the  Madras  Conference. 

Other  religions  are  limited  by  geography,  race,  tem- 
perament, or  sex,  but  the  religious  significance  of  Jesus 
is  due  to  our  central  human  nature  and  its  needs  and 
these  are  universal.  Jesus  is  universal  in  significance 
because  he  is  truth  and  truth  is  essentially  one. 

It  is  well  for  the  leaders  of  every  church  to  ask, 
"What  is  the  church  for?  What  is  the  real  mission  of 
the  church?" 

In  Dr.  Albert  W.  Beaven's  book,  The  Local  Church,  he 
states  that  "the  purpose  of  the  church  is  to  secure  with- 
in individuals  and  society  an  ever  increasing  practice 
of  the  attitudes  toward  God  and  man  that  were  re- 
vealed in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Luke  expresses  it  thus:  "To  preach  good  tidings  to  the 
poor,  release  to  the  captives,  recovering  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  to  pro- 
claim the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord." 

The  great  need  of  the  day  and  of  the  next  decades 
is  the  development  of  intelligent,  enlightened  and  dis- 
ciplined character.  The  power  of  Christ  is  unique 
among  the  world's  religions  and  is  the  foundation  of  the 
Christian  church. 

We  can  suggest  movements  and  organizations  but  too 
much  organization  is  dangerous.  The  final  test  of  all 
church  organization  is  whether  it  is  producing  Christlike 
lives. 

Every  church  should  produce  both  professional  and 
lay  leadership  to  carry  on  its  program.      Are  we? 

Christ  is  absolutely  essential  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world.  Is  our  present  church  program  such  that  it  ade- 
quately presents  this  and  cultivates  its  growth? 

Sister  Grace  Clapper  followed  Sister  Ikenberry  on  the 
same  subject.  She  told  of  a  person  who  had  studied 
Christianity  and  thought  it  all  right,  but  now  he  thinks 
God  is  not  working  so  man  must  take  things  into  his 
own  hands.  We  must  get  leaders  to  realize  that  our 
faith  is  not  in  any  man  or  place,  but  in  heaven.  Faith 
is  the  only  sure  foundation.  The  church  is  not  only  fac- 
ing physical  danger  but  it  seems  to  be  facing  spiritual 
danger.  Honesty  is  the  best  policy  and  will  protect  us 
far  more  than  dishonesty.  We  must  build  up  in  the 
leaders  and  members  a  faith  that  God  is  still  living. 

One  way  of  helping  to  build  them  up  is  through  re- 
treats. These  take  time  and  preparation  to  help  Chris- 
tians increase  their  faith  and  get  rid  of  fear. 

On  Tuesday  we  met  again  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Crumpacker. 

A  few  phrases  from  the  devotional  subject  entitled 
Living  a  Life  on  Wings,  led  by  Sister  Susie  Thomas 
are  as  follows:  The  life  on  wings  has  many  aspects.  It 
is  a  life  hid  with  Christ  in  God.    It  is  a  life  lived  under 
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the  shadow  of  his  wings.  It  is  a  life  of  trusting  God  to 
do  what  he  promised,  a  life  of  reaching  out  and  receiv- 
ing what  he  offers.  It  is  a  life  lived  in  doing  the  will 
of  God.    It  is  a  life  lived  in  loving  service  to  mankind. 

The  cry  for  wings  is  as  old  as  humanity.  The  soul 
was  never  made  to  find  rest  on  the  earth,  to  find  rest  in 
the  things  of  earth,  but  was  made  to  flee  away  to  rest  in 
God. 

There  are  a  great  many  Christians  who  do  not  "mount 
up  with  wings"  into  the  higher  plane  of  life  at  all.  There 
are  many  who  do  not  know  how  to,  and  what  a  chal- 
lenge it  is  to  us  missionaries  to  learn  to  live  the  life  on 
wings  ourselves  so  that  we  may  be  actual  examples  of 
lives  lived  in  Christ  in  order  that  the  spirit  of  God  may 
work  through  us  to  direct  struggling  souls  to  live  above 
the  temptations  and  sins  that  continually  keep  them 
from  mounting  from  the  earth!  The  soul  has  no  wea- 
pons to  fight  with  on  the  earthly  plane,  and  instead  of 
overcoming  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  life  it  is  overcome 
by  them  and  crushed  beneath. 

But  the  promise  is  sure:  "They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall 
run  and  not  be  weary;  they  shall  walk  and  not  faint." 

"The  heart  that  trusts,  forever  sings, 
And  feels  as  light  as  it  had  wings; 
A  well  of  peace  within  it  springs. 

Come  good  or  ill, 
Whate'er  today  or  morrow  brings. 

It  is  His  will." 

Sister  Laura  Shock  spoke  on  the  contributions  and 
hindrances  of  the  relief  program  to  the  work  of  the  mis- 
sion. Sometimes  what  we  think  is  a  contribution  of  re- 
lief to  mission  work  is  really  a  hindrance.  For  ex- 
ample, people  ask  to  join  the  church  because  they  are 
grateful  for  the  help  they  get,  but  do  not  understand  the 
deeper  meaning  of  conversion.  Some  ask  to  join  the 
church  so  they  can  get  help.  Because  the  church  helps 
people,  some  who  have  plenty  say  they  do  not  need  the 
church,  for  they  do  not  understand  the  teachings  of 
Christianity.  These  different  classes  of  people  coming 
to  church  in  great  numbers  sometimes  means  that  two 
services  must  be  held  at  the  same  time,  one  for  those 
who  understand  Christianity  and  one  for  those  who  do 
not. 

The  relief  program  is  difficult  to  administer  fairly. 
Because  of  this,  instances  will  crop  out  that  will  be 
hindrances.  On  the  other  hand,  many  will  learn  to  ap- 
preciate the  work  more.  Sometimes  the  things  we  think 
are  hindrances  really  turn  out  to  be  contributions. 

Sister  Shock  gave  some  clothes  to  a  beggar  woman  on 
a  cold  day.  Some  of  the  Chinese  said  that  none  of  them 
would  have  done  this  for  another. 

On  Tuesday  evening  we  ate  at  Dr.  and  Sister  Cun- 
ninghams' and  after  that  we  met  at  Brother  and  Sister 
Wamplers'  for  a  nice  social  time  together.  Because  the 
lights  go  off  at  a  certain  time  we  were  limited  in  the 
amount  of  fun  we  could  have  together.  Some  of  the 
features  were  an  old-fashioned  spelling  bee,  singing  of 
old  hymns,  and  saying  the  first  pieces  we  ever  learned 
and  other  selections  that  had  especially  impressed  us. 
The  time  represented  was  fifty  years  ago.  In  all  of 
this  we  were  mindful  of  the  conditions  in  which  we  live 
and  are  deeply  thankful  for  the  love  and  protection  of 
our  heavenly  Father  over  us  each  moment  of  our  lives. 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  our  fellow  work- 
ers in  the  compound  outside  the  city  that  night  and  the 


next  day.  As  everyone  was  already  there  we  remained 
for  the  Wednesday  session. 

Sister  Minerva  Metzger's  devotional  theme  was  "Re- 
joice, Again  I  Say  Rejoice."  When  such  words  are  said 
in  times  like  these  they  mean  much  more  than  if  they 
were  said  in  time  of  great  peacefulness  and  certainty. 

Sister  Metzger  told  of  the  times  when  conditions  were 
so  bad  she  thought  she  could  not  stand  it  any  longer 
and  then  something  very  funny  happened  to  break  the 
tension.  This  was  because  God  made  it  so  that  we  may 
endure  the  severest  trials. 

Many  times  the  Master  said  to  those  around  him, 
"Be  of  good  cheer."  To  the  sick  man  of  the  palsy  he 
said,  "Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  sins  are  forgiven."  To 
his  disciples  he  said,  "In  the  world  ye  have  tribulation, 
but  be  of  good  cheer.  I  have  overcome  the  world."  To 
Paul  he  said,  "Be  of  good  cheer,  for  as  thou  has  testified 
concerning  me  in  Jerusalem  so  must  thou  bear  witness 
also  at  Rome." 

After  two  days  of  business  sessions  the  mission  meet- 
ing of  1940  came  to  a  close  and  all  felt  that  it  had  been 
good  to  meet  together. 

Ping  Ting,  Shansi,  China. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED   BY   MERLIN   C.    SHULL 

Peace  Digest  for  the  winter  quarter,  1941,  gives  the 
following  statement  at  the  bottom  of  page  five.  "In 
1936  Winston  Churchill  wrote  the  following  to  William 
Griffin  of  the  New  York  Inquirer:  'Legally  we  owe 
this  debt  to  the  United  States  but  logically  we  don't, 
and  this  is  because  America  should  have  minded  her 
own  business  and  stayed  out  of  the  World  War.  If  she 
had  done  so,  the  Allies  would  have  made  peace  with 
Germany  in  the  spring  of  1917 — thus  saving  over  a  mil- 
lion of  British,  French,  American,  and  other  lives,  and 
preventing  the  subsequent  rise  of  fascism  and  nazism!'  " 

A  rising  tide  of  interest  is  found  throughout  the 
brotherhood  in  the  peace  program  of  the  church.  Many 
feel  that  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program  for  con- 
scientious objectors  will  mark  a  new  day  in  the  life  of 
the  church.  They  feel  that  this  peace  witness  has  a  sig- 
nificance like  unto  the  Student  Volunteer  (missionary) 
movement  of  the  past  generation.  Great  skill  and  con- 
secration are  demanded  for  this  dangerous  opportunity. 

The  Spanish  Refugee  Relief  Campaign  had  made  pub- 
lic a  letter  to  President  Roosevelt  asking  that  the 
United  States  seek  release  of  Spanish  Loyalist  political 
prisoners  in  France.  Among  names  attached  to  the  let- 
ter were  those  of  Dr.  William  A.  Neilson,  President 
Emeritus  of  Smith  College;  Norman  Thomas,  Socialist 
party  leader;  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Woolley,  President  of 
Mount  Holyoke  College. 

The  Dominican  Republic  Settlement  Association  an- 
nounced recently  that  Generalissimo  Rafael  L.  Trujillo, 
former  President  of  the  Republic,  had  donated  50,000 
more  acres  of  land  to  the  organization  for  settling  refu- 
gees. The  land  is  adjacent  to  the  26,000-acre  estate  he 
gave  last  year  at  Sosua,  Province  of  Puerto  Plata. 

Clarence  E.  Pickett,  executive  secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee,  states  that  the  English 
Quakers  have  created  the  Friends  War  Victims'  Relief 
Committee,  which  now  employs  250  men  and  women  to 
give  first  aid  and  food  to  25,000  occupants  of  air-raid 
shelters  in  East  London.    Quaker  wardens,  he  reported, 
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have  had  such  success  in  helping  city  dwellers  to  settle 
down  under  new  conditions  that  the  British  government 
has  decided  to  adopt  a  national  resettlement  scheme 
modeled  on  Quaker  experience." 

The  American  Legion  has  begun  a  drive  to  make  the 
draft  law  permanent,  but  with  compulsory  military 
training  limited  to  men  18  to  21  years  of  age.  The 
present  law,  expiring  in  1945,  embraces  men  from  21 
through  35. 

Look  Magazine  often  carries  pictures  which  we  wish 
they  would  omit,  but  we  were  glad  for  the  four  pages 
of  pictures  and  appropriate  comments  concerning  Con- 
scientious Objectors  as  found  in  the  Jan.  14,  1941,  num- 
ber. In  their  usual  vivid  manner  they  portray  the  in- 
teresting scenes  surrounding  the  dramatic  experiences 
of  the  eight  Union  Seminary  students  who  failed  to  reg- 
ister in  the  recent  registration  for  a  year  of  military 
training.  Two  of  the  four  pages  are  scenes  from  the  life 
of  the  Richards  family  (Quakers)  of  Tennessee.  Mr. 
Richards  is  a  TVA  forester.  One  picture  shows  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  talking  to  the  son  in  this  family,  the  son  be- 
ing dressed  in  overalls.  One  is  impressed  with  the 
frankness  and  fairness  of  Look's  pictorial  review.  Be- 
neath the  picture  of  Mr.  Richards  are  these  words:  "  'A 
pacifist  must  be  prepared,'  said  Mr.  Richards,  'to  take 
the  same  risks  as  a  combat  pilot.  Then  everything  be- 
comes clear  to  him.'  He  was  a  pacifist  in  the  last  war 
and,  in  order  to  put  his  theory  to  the  test,  he  went  to 
Urumia,  West  Persia,  as  the  grimmest  spot  on  the  globe. 
His  test  came  when  Kurd  bandits  threatened  to  kill  him 
and  Mrs.  Richards.  He  met  force  with  reason,  and  won, 
and   came  away   with   the  conviction   that  pacifism   is 

workable." 

■  »  « 

The  Lesson  of  the  Sunrise 

BY  LOLA  M.  GREEN 
In  the  Indian  Witness 

It  was  World  Day  of  Prayer  for  women.  I  was  early 
for  the  morning  meeting,  arriving  just  as  the  first  radi- 
ance touched  the  eastern  sky.  The  brilliance  was  un- 
usual. I  sat  on  the  east  steps  of  the  lovely  little  church 
and  meditated  on  the  promise  of  the  coming  day.  Then, 
as  quickly  as  it  had  come,  the  glory  faded;  I  went  with 
the  rest  of  the  women  into  the  church. 

At  the  altar  with  the  others,  I  tried  to  put  my  heart 
into  a  prayer  for  the  peace  of  the  world.  I  could  say 
the  routine  things,  but  I  found  that  I  could  not  pray. 
I  did  not  believe,  in  the  midst  of  the  world's  confusion, 
that  there  would  be  peace.  I  could  not  believe  it, 
though  I  knew  that  I,  with  millions  of  others,  wor- 
shiped a  God  of  peace  and  love. 

Dumb  and  despairing,  I  waited  for  the  others  to  fin- 
ish their  prayers  so  that  I  could  leave  the  altar  with 
them  without  betraying  my  confused  heart.  Then,  in  a 
moment,  it  came  to  me — the  lesson  of  the  sunrise!  I 
found  myself  asking  my  doubting  heart,  "You  witnessed 
the  promise  of  the  sunrise.  You  saw  the  glory.  But 
you  came  to  this  altar  leaving  a  sky  dead  and  gray  as 
though  the  sun  would  never  come.  Are  you,  now,  go- 
ing out  and  making  lighting  arrangements  for  this  day's 
work?" 

Suddenly  I  was  exulting  in  the  rushing  flood  of  the 
return  of  my  power  to  believe.  The  sun  would  come! 
Out  of  a  radiant  heart,  I  offered  my  prayer  for  peace. 

War  has  since  come.     Besides  its  general  havoc,  war 


can  touch  me,  personally,  so  deeply  that  I  dare  not  think 
of  it.  With  all  the  Christian  world,  I  am  troubled,  but 
I  cannot  quite  forget  that  we  came  from  our  prayers, 
that  day,  out  of  the  church  into  the  full  glow  of  the 
sunshine  of  a  new  day. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  February  15-22 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Three  of  the  China  missionaries  claim  our  prayers 
during  this  week.  They  are  Anna  Hutchison,  Corda 
Wertz  and  Velma  Ober. 

Just  a  month  ago,  word  came  from  our  missionaries 
in  China  saying  that  all  were  safe  at  Peiping  (Peking). 
Those  whose  furloughs  are  due  will  be  returning  to 
U.S.A.  as  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made.  The 
others  will  remain  in  and  near  Peiping,  doing  Chris- 
tian work. 

This  means  that  the  three  missionaries  we  are  pray- 
ing for  this  week  will  be  serving  as  much  as  possible  in 
every  available  line  of  work  among  the  missions  in  the 
Peiping  area.  There  is  no  lack  of  crying  need  to  be 
met.  Without  doubt,  our  missionaries  will  be  as  busy  as 
ever.  That  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  the  Christian 
message.    It  can  be  given  everywhere  and  at  all  times. 

These  are  grave,  uncertain  days  for  our  missionaries 
in  China,  but  they  and  the  members  of  the  home 
church  have  the  faith  to  believe  that  after  the  night  of 
darkness  there  will  come  the  dawn  of  light.  This  is 
no  time  to  give  up  hope  and  say  that  all  is  lost.  It  is 
an  hour  that  calls  for  our  faithful  prayers. 


We  Have  Everything 

Gerald  and  Sylvia  Zimmer,  who  were  together  with 
Alva  and  Mary  Harsh  in  the  Peking  Language  School 
and  became  close  friends,  recently  wrote  from  Tung- 
jen,  China.  The  letter  is  a  most  interesting  one,  so 
we  share  a  paragraph: 

"We  are  fortunate  because  one  can  buy  a  nice  va- 
riety of  vegetables,  rice,  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes  and 
fruit  from  the  local  market — all  local  products.  Our 
foreign  supplies  are  almost  nil.  We  still  have  four 
pounds  of  tinned  butter  (it  smells  like  ancient  cheese!) 
bought  at  the  tremendous  cost  of  nearly  $2  gold  a 
pound.  When  we  open  a  can,  we  feel  like  performing 
some  ceremonial  rite  because  it  is  so  precious.  We 
have  it  only  on  special  occasions  and  when  the  butter 
plate  is  passed,  one  feels  like  just  holding  the  plate 
awhile  and  saying,  "Ah!  Butter!"  Sweet  memories  of 
home,  sweet  home,  where  butter  runs  down  the  sides 
of  mashed  potatoes  and  makes  toast  seem  like  dessert. 
Even  though  we  do  miss  American  products,  still  we 
have  plenty  of  good,  wholesome,  nourishing  food.  One 
look  at  husky  little  son  would  assure  you  that  he  isn't 
starving!  Some  of  you  wonder  if  our  needs  are  sup- 
plied. We  have  everything.  From  your  point  of  view 
we  may  be  without  some  needed  supplies,  but  when  we 
see  the  need  of  the  people  here,  our  hearts  are  sad  and 
bleed  within  us.  These  rainy  cold  days  when  we  are 
warm  and  cozy,  so  many  all  over  the  world  are  with- 
out even  essential  food  and  clothing.  God  help  us  give 
more  freely  and  gladly  than  we  have  ever  done  before." 


16 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— February  15,  1941 


KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  16 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jesus  Teaches  Forgiveness  and 
Gratitude.— Luke   17:  1-4,   11-19. 

Christian  Workers,  Forgiven  and  Forgiving.  Luke  7: 
40-49;  Matt.  18:  21-23. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  A  Yardstick  for  Our  Lives. 

Intermediates,  Our  Place  in  the  Church. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111.,  Bro.  Ray  O. 
Shank,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Minneapolis  church,  Minn.,  Bro. 
W.  O.  Tannreuther,  elder. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  New  Carlisle  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  J.  O.  Winger,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  McFarland  church,  Calif.,  Bro. 
S.  Paul  Daugherty,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Midland  church,  Mich.,  Brother 
and  Sister  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelists. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Kan- 
sas City  church,  Mo.,  Bro.  I.  V.  Enos,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Harrisburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  pastor. 

Twenty  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the 
Palmyra  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Rufus  P.  Bucher,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized,  one  received  by  letter  and  one  re- 
claimed in  the  Middlebury  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  J.  Edson 
Ulery,  evangelist. 

•        •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins.  March  3,  in  the  White 
church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  April  21  to  May  4  in  the  Ston- 
erstown  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Robert  Sherfy  of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  Feb.  23,  in  the 
Union  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer  of  Bunkertown,  Pa.,  Feb.  17  to 
March  2,  in  the  First  church,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Feb. 
23  to  March  9,  in  the  Olympia  church;  March  12-27,  in 
the  Sunnyslope  church;  March  30  to  April  13,  in  the 
Ellisforde  church;  and  April  15-29,  in  the  Richland  Val- 
ley church,  all  in  the  state  of  Washington. 


Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter  of  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va., 
pastor  of  the  Sandy  Creek  church,  is  available  for  one 
revival  meeting  in  1941  and  one  in  1942. 

Bro.  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  likes 
that  ink  of  brighter  color  that  we  used  for  part  of  an 
issue  some  time  ago.  He  wishes  the  paper  could  be 
brightened  up  a  little  generally.  He  especially  likes  the 
articles  of  the  brighter  tone  in  which  regard  he  has  much 
sympathy  among  the  Messenger  readers. 


Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker,  you  will  be  glad  to  know,  has 
been  making  good  progress  in  her  battle  with  the  flu, 
and  was  expected  to  be  able  to  leave  the  hospital  very 
soon  as  these  forms  were  closing  Monday  morning. 

Bro.  Sherman  Ray,  it  should  be  instead  of  Ray  Sher- 
man, in  the  list  of  licensed  ministers  in  the  1941  Year- 
book, and  his  address  is  2825  Hampden  Ave.,  Baltimore, 
Md.     Thanks  to  Bro.  F.  D.  Anthony  for  this  correction. 

"Prayers  earnestly  solicited,"  writes  Bro.  J.  H.  Bru- 
baker  of  Arrowwood,  Alta.,  and  you  will  easily  under- 
stand why  when  we  quote  further  from  his  letter.  "Sis- 
ter Brubaker  continues  to  improve  slowly.  I  have  had 
one  operation  and  must  return  for  another  soon.  Can- 
cer in  both  cases." 

The  Doctors  Cotirell,  A.  R.  and  Laura,  are  making 
their  homeland  headquarters  for  the  time  being  with 
the  brother  of  the  former,  Pastor  D.  O.  Cottrell,  305  E. 
Washington  Ave.,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio.  They  came  from 
India  neither  via  the  Mediterranean  nor  the  Pacific  but 
all  the  way  around  Africa  and  up  the  Atlantic  to  New 
York. 

The  Byrds  of  Junior — in  the  West  Virginia  hills  again 
as  they  return  from  Bethany — are  assured  of  a  double 
blessing  when  the  saw  is  in  Pastor  Robert's  own  skilled 
hands.  They  can  have  wood  of  the  right  length  for  the 
kitchen  stove  or  they  can  have  Old  Black  Joe  and  Rock 
of  Ages  as  the  heart's  need  may  require.  The  demon- 
stration was  an  incidental  feature  of  the  fieldmen's  fel- 
lowship. 

Two  were  golden  and  the  other  was  twelve  years 
more  than  that  but  you  will  want  to  rejoice  in  all  three 
testimonies  to  conjugal  devotion  and  faithful  Christian 
service.  The  last  reference  is  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Frank  Schroll  of  Hutchinson,  Kans.  The  first  is  to 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  D.  Sollenberger  of  Glendora, 
Calif.,  and  to  Brother  and  Sister  Lawrence  Lozier  of 
Warsaw,  Ind. 

The  camp  planners  were  here  too  and  that  brought  us 
several  more  first  timers:  Pastor  Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Brother 
Galen  C.  Kilhefner  and  Layman  Harry  B.  Speicher  of 
Southeastern,  Eastern  and  Western  Pennsylvania  re- 
spectively, Sister  John  B.  Wieand  of  Southern  Illinois 
and  possibly  another  leader  or  two  of  such  a  forgiving 
spirit  that  they  will  not  mind  too  much  our  failure  to 
get  them  properly  classified  and  labeled. 

Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Director  of  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice, will  be  at  the  McPherson  Regional  Conference 
Feb.  27  and  28.  He  will  address  a  large  mass  meeting 
Thursday  afternoon,  Feb.  27,  at  1:30  and  then  will  con- 
duct a  forum  on  the  objectives  of  the  camp  program  for 
conscientious  objectors — "a  very  unusual  opportunity." 
The  men's  work  and  women's  work  meetings  scheduled 
for  this  date  will  be  changed  to  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  executive  secretary  for  the 
Southeastern  Region,  was  a  first-time  visitor  at  the  Pub- 
lishing House  last  week.  So  also  were  Bro.  Perry  Hoover 
of  Michigan,  Bro.  Ivan  Fetterman  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, if  we  mistake  not,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others 
whose  names  are  no  doubt  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book 
of  Life  even  if  we  do  not  get  them  set  down  here. 
Candor,  however,  requires  the  admission  that  they  did 
not  come  primarily  to  see  the  House  or  the  Messenger. 
It  was  the  meeting  of  district  and  regional  fieldmen  that 
brought  them. 
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Bro.  Jesse  L.  Stayer,  408  Linden  Ave.,  Haddonfield, 
N.  J.,,  wishes  to  secure  a  copy  of  Brumbaugh's  History  of 
the  Brethren,  now  out  of  print.  Can  you  help  him  to 
find  one? 

Pastor  W.  E.  Bunlain.  1917  Fortieth  Ave.,  Oakland, 
Calif.,  wishes  to  secure  the  names  and  addresses  of  mem- 
bers living  in  the  bay  area  whom  he  may  not  now  know. 
Can  you  help  him? 

Bro.  Ezra  Luiz  of  Lena,  111.,  is  alive  and  well  and 
makes  this  earnest  request:  "Please  do  not  bury  me  till 
I  am  dead."  His  name  is  not  in  the  ministerial  list  in 
the  1941  Yearbook  but  it  should  be. 

Bro.  E.  G.  Hershey  is  now  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Brethren  Home  at  Neffsville,  Pa.,  we  are 
informed  by  Secretary  John  C.  Long.  The  report  re- 
ferred to  last  week  was  not  read  carefully  enough. 


Miscellaneous  Items 

"Because  of  the  large  increase  in  Gospel  Messenger 
subscriptions  we  will  send  the  Yearbook  out  as  long  as 
the  supply  lasts."  This  is  the  latest  word  we  have  from 
the  business  office. 

Northwestern  Ohio  churches  which  have  not  paid 
their  quota  for  the  support  of  the  Old  Folks  Home  at 
Fostoria  will  please  do  so  before  March  1.  L.  V.  Roda- 
baugh,   Treasurer,   Williamstown,   Ohio. 

"Middle  Maryland  has  called  a  special  district  meet- 
ing, the  delegates  to  Standing  Committee  thoroughly 
explained  the  new  C.  O.  camp  project  and  all  congrega- 
tions vowed  to  co-operate  100%  in  this  work,"  writes 
Moderator  E.  S.  Rowland. 

Messenger  club  figures  up  to  last  Monday  morning 
were  as  follows:  220  churches  with  100%  clubs  had  sent 
in  5,030  new  subscriptions  and  5,723  renewals,  or  a  total 
of  10,753  subscriptions;  266  churches  with  75%  clubs 
had  sent  in  982  new  subscriptions  and  6,021  renewals,  or 
a  total  of  7,003  subscriptions. 

To  Bro.  Harvey  L.  Long,  formerly  of  Mount  Morris, 
111.,  now  of  Chicago,  thanks  for  a  clipping  from  the 
Mount  Morris  Index  recounting  the  story  of  Mount  Mor- 
ris publications  including  the  Brethren  at  Work  and  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  Did  anybody  ever  tell  you  that  the 
last  named  paper  was  once  published  there? 

The  John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind  announces  the 
publication  of  The  Fellowship  of  Prayer  for  the  Lenten 
season  of  1941  in  Braille.  "Copies  of  the  printed  book- 
let, sold  at  two  cents  each,  are  usually  given  to  indi- 
viduals by  their  churches  or  other  organizations.  It  is 
the  more  appropriate  that  the  more  expensive  Braille 
edition  of  sixty-four  pages,  eleven  by  thirteen  and  one- 
half  inches,  be  given  the  blind."  All  requests  for  copies 
should  be  sent  to  the  John  Milton  Society,  156  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  York. 

•       •       • 
Brethren  Service  Certificates 

Brethren  Service  Certificates  printed  similar  to  a 
bond  will  be  issued  upon  request  to  contributors  to  the 
Brethren  Service  work.  The  particular  point  to  these 
certificates  is  their  tangible  evidence  of  financial  sup- 
port to  the  service  work  of  the  church  by  those  whose 
conscience  does  not  permit  them  to  engage  in  war. 

Certificates  are  issued  by  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee from  Elgin.     They  are  issued  in  denominations 


of  five,  ten,  twenty-five,  fifty  and  one  hundred  dol- 
lar amounts.  They  are  issued  only  upon  receipt  of  the 
money  at  Elgin.  Individuals  or  treasurers  sending  in 
money  for  Service  Certificates  should  give  the  name 
and  address  of  the  donor. 

Partial  payments  toward  certificates  may  be  made  as 
follows:  Local  treasurers  may  receive  and  keep  record 
of  contributions  of  less  than  five  dollars.  Such  money 
should  not  be  held,  but  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  El- 
gin, 111.,  designated  for  Brethren  Service.  Since  no  cer- 
tificate will  be  issued  for  less  than  five  dollars,  the  treas- 
urer will  receive  only  the  regular  official  receipt.  This 
process  may  continue  until  individuals  in  the  local 
church  have  contributed  as  much  as  five  dollars  and 
then  the  treasurer  may  write  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  making  reference  to  the  fact  that  sufficient 
funds  had  previously  been  sent  in.  Give  receipt  num- 
bers if  possible.  On  this  authority  from  the  local  church 
treasurer,  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  will  then  is- 
sue certificates  to  contributors. 

Samples  of  certificates  will  be  sent  upon  request.  The 
actual  certificates  are  not  to  be  sent  out  to  congrega- 
tions to  issue  locally.    They  will  be  issued  from  Elgin. 

These  service  certificates,  while  similar  to  a  bond,  do 
not  pay  interest  nor  is  the  principal  returnable.  Money 
is  to  be  given  and  represents  the  donor's  wish  to  render 
service  in  the  promotion  of  peace,  brotherhood,  good 
will,  and  the  support  of  Civilian  Service  projects. 


Gocut    ibOCYli 


Things  Which  Cannot  Be  Shaken.  Weatherhead  and 
Others.     Revell,  1940.     120  pages.     $1.00. 

The  nature  of  this  book  makes  a  fair  and  balanced 
summary  of  it  very  difficult.  Ten  British  churchmen, 
mostly  clergymen,  write  their  convictions  concerning 
the  war  and  its  spiritual  implications.  Each  has  free- 
dom to  speak  his  views,  no  attempt  at  uniformity  of 
thought  being  discoverable.  One  of  the  writers  states 
a  truth  that  is  obvious  in  the  ten  discourses  when  he 
says  that  it  is  hard  to  think  clearly  in  wartime.  Evident 
on  all  these  pages  is  a  natural  intense  love  of  England 
and  an  honest — but  sometimes  seemingly  unsuccessful — 
attempt  to  think  clearly  about  her  spiritual  connection 
with  the  war.  Quite  encouraging  is  the  frank  admission 
that  because  of  her  spiritual  failures  England  is  not  free 
from  a  share  of  the  injustices  which  supposedly  caused 
the  war,  but  no  one  seems  to  feel  that  basically  England 
is  as  guilty  as  Germany  is,  or  that  British  selfishness  and 
imperialism-might  be  major  factors  in  causing  the  war. 
There  is  some  effort  to  equate  the  cause  of  Christianity 
and  that  of  the  British  Empire.  Some  declare  their  in- 
ability to  take  part  in  war;  some  do  not  say  what  they 
can  conscientiously  do;  one  bishop  expresses  a  keen  de- 
sire to  serve  in  the  trenches  again,  at  the  same  time 
insisting  he  has  only  love  for  the  Germans  he  is  eager  to 
shoot.  The  call  to  repentance  and  a  better  living  of  the 
gospel  is  a  prominent  and  encouraging  note.  Equally 
significant  with  the  contents  of  the  book  is  the  fact  that 
statements  of  the  kind  some  of  these  men  make  should 
be  tolerated  by  a  government  engaged  in  a  life-and- 
death  struggle.  Of  course  you  cannot  accept  all  the 
views  given,  but  you  will  find  it  interesting  to  study  this 
cross-section  of  British  ecclesiastical  thinking. — Ora  W. 
Garber. 
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HOME      AND      FAMILY 


My  Dad 

BY  CLEON  MURR  HARVEY 

Well,  his  hair  is  getting  thin, 
And  it's  just  a  little  gray, 

But  his  life  has  been  well  spent 
In  the  good  old-fashioned  way. 

He  has  taught  us  not  to  gamble, 
Not  to  throw  this  life  away; 

He  has  tried  to  teach  us  children 
How  to  live  and  how  to  play. 

He  has  been  our  dearest  pal 
And  has  helped  us  every  one, 

Listened  to  our  little  troubles, 
Shared  with  us  our  joy  and  fun. 

But  he  never  had  much  money 
Yet  he's  very  dear  and  kind. 

All  his  gold  is  in  his  heart; 

He's  the  dearest  dad  you'll  find. 


Lafayette,  Ind. 


For  the  Living 

BY  ADA  C.  SELL 

"I  want  to  offer  you  my  heartfelt  sympathy,  Sister 
Elsie,"  said  her  pastor.  "I  feel  that  words  are  indeed  a 
poor  means  of  conveying  my  feeling  to  you  in  your 
dark  hour.  God  alone  can  take  away  the  sting  of  griev- 
ing, so  be  faithful  to  him;  never  doubt  his  wisdom; 
sometime  we'll  surely  know." 

"Yes,  yes!  But  I  have  nothing  more  to  live  for.  It 
seems  as  if  I  ought  to  be  where  he  is,  too." 

Four  times  that  afternoon  little  Elsie  heard  her  moth- 
er say  this  to  four  different  people.  And  she  wondered. 
It  was  her  mother,  she  recalled,  who  before  losing  her 
husband  had  been  so  voluble  in  her  sympathy  to  be- 
reaved ones,  so  ready  with  admonition  to  the  sorrowing 
to  carry  on,  to  bow  to  God's  will  and  continue  faithful 
to  him,  knowing  the  separation  was  for  only  a  relative- 
ly short  time.  Her  mother  had  taken  part  in  many  a 
special  musical  number  at  other  funerals.  So  Elsie 
wondered.  She  could  not  fathom  this  new  woman  who 
was  her  mother.  She  tried  at  first  to  keep  her  small 
sister  and  brother  away  when  her  mother  lamented  she 
had  nothing  to  live  for.  But  it  was  no  use.  Her  moth- 
er's attitude  colored  the  home  atmosphere.  No  sunny 
day  could  drive  away  the  gloom. 

Yet  little  Elsie  was  able  to  do  a  lot  for  the  younger 
ones.  Certainly  she,  too,  grieved  for  her  father's  loss; 
but  somehow  she  possessed  a  more  mature  philosophy 
in  the  matter  than  her  own  mother. 

"What's  the  use  to  cook  a  nice  dinner,  and  not  have 
him  here  to  help  eat  it?" 

"What's  the  use  to  sit  down  to  the  sewing-machine 
and  sew?" 

"What's  the  use  to  plant  the  garden  so  carefully? 
He's  not  here." 

Thus  she  went  on,  continually.  And  when  someone 
like  herself  visited  her  and  helped  her  along  with  a 
mistaken  idea  of  weeping  with  those  who  weep  which 


is  all  right  in  moderation,  Elsie  almost  lost  her  mind. 
Thus  the  mother  in  the  home  was  so  doleful  that  the 
atmosphere  there  became  absolutely  unwholesome. 
And  the  sum  of  her  unresigned  grief  did  not  avail  to 
bring  back  the  dear  one.  The  little  ones  stayed  out- 
side every  minute  they  possibly  could.  They  could  not 
fathom  this  silent,  gloomy,  or  else  complaining  mother, 
who  had  once  caressed  them  so  often  and  so  tenderly, 
and  laughed  so  easily.  It  weighed  upon  their  little 
hearts. 

"But  daddy's  in  heaven,  mother,"  said  little  Mary 
with  rare  insight  and  unfailing  child  intuition.  "You 
used  to  say  we  would  all  be  better  off  there,  that  it  is 
so  beautiful,  and  never  dark,  and  there  is  no  sickness 
there.    Don't  you  believe  those  things  any  more?" 

Mother  started  to  weep,  and  little  Elsie  found  an  er- 
rand for  her  sister. 

The  refrain  was  always,  "What's  the  use?  What's  the 
use?  He's  not  here!  No  use  to  buy  a  new  dress;  father 
couldn't  see  it.  No  use  to  go  to  district  meeting  without 
father.  No  use  to  go  to — yes,  mother  almost  caught  her- 
self saying  that  it  would  be  no  use  to  go  to  communion 
when  father  was  not  there  to  read  one  of  the  passages 
of  Scripture. 

Little  Elsie  wanted  to  scream.  It  did  seem  so  in- 
fantile on  her  mother's  part  to  lie  down  on  the  job  of 
living.  Didn't  big  people  know  that  when  they  mar- 
ried, the  natural  thing  would  be  to  expect  a  family,  and 
surely  no  bride  could  expect  she  and  her  husband  would 
die  on  the  same  day!  Well,  then,  that  meant  one  would 
be  left  to  grieve.  Naturally  sorrow  was  all  right;  so 
was  remembering.  But  a  grieving  as  if  without  hope! 
But  little  Elsie  bore  her  burdens  cheerfully,  in  fact  oft- 
en with  a  fixed  cheer  and  a  mask  of  a  smile.  She  was 
not  the  one  to  tell  her  mother  what  a  mistaken,  mis- 
guided attitude  she  was  showing. 

"Mother,  come  to  P.  T.  A.!  Vote  for  our  room.  We 
want  the  prize!     Please,  mother!"  begged  little  Mary. 

"Mine,  too,  mommie!"  sang  out  Daryl. 

"I  can't,  children!"  mourned  mother. 

"Why  can't  you?"  snapped  little  Elsie,  for  once  losing 
control  of  herself.  But  mother  did  the  usual  thing,  re- 
sorted to  weeping.  Never  again  did  Elsie  let  go  the 
tautness  of  her  trying  to  make  a  normal,  happy  home 
for  the  children.  She  was  fifteen,  and  was  being  cheated 
out  of  some  of  her  own  childhood.  She  actually  caught 
herself  weeping  one  night,  out  of  self-pity.  But  dili- 
gently she  schooled  herself  against  so  unworthy  a  feel- 
ing, an  attitude  that  would  soon  bring  herself  into  a 
position  as  pitiable  as  her  mother's.  Self-pity  was  garb 
for  a  coward,  a  poor  sport. 

In  trying  to  be  patient  with  her  mother,  and  nor- 
mally pleasant  with  the  younger  children,  at  the  same 
time  taking  up  the  duties  of  her  high  school  year,  Elsie 
overrated  her  own  strength.  The  rest  saw  it  coming — 
teachers,  pastor,  everyone  but  mother  herself.  She  had 
surely  had  more  than  enough  time  to  come  to  her  senses 
and  live  for  the  living.  But  mother  would  not  be  recon- 
ciled; she  stayed  mostly  at  home,  and  at  times  even 
hinted  darkly  at  doubts  as  to  the  existence  of  God  or 
heaven. 

No  one  interfered,  although  many  knew  enough  to. 
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It  was  small  wonder  one  especially  trying  day  when  her 
mind  was  in  part  at  home,  and  in  part  centered  upon 
her  sehoolwork,  at  which  she  was  ever  excellent,  that 
something  snapped  in  the  finely-strung  psyche  of  little 
Elsie. 

A  nervous  breakdown.  The  verdict  was  easy  to  reach, 
and  the  brusque,  kindly  doctor  was  crisp  in  his  direc- 
tions to  mother  as  to  how  she  should  care  for  little 
Elsie. 

"But,  doctor,  I  feel  unable  to  .  .  ." 

"Best  thing  in  the  world  for  you!  Do  just  as  I  say — 
nothing  that  would  be  calculated  to  depress  the  child; 
keep  the  younger  ones  reasonably  quiet.  No!  Don't 
whisper  or  tiptoe!  It  is  not  necessary.  In  fact,  if  I  size 
up  Elsie  correctly,  she  will  want  the  little  ones  in  her 
room  plenty  of  the  time.  Their  merry  chatter  will  be 
a  wholesome  tonic  to  her.  Give  her  plenty  of  sleep  and 
no  responsibilities.     I'll  drop  in  every  day." 

By  acknowledging  to  herself  and  to  God  how  she  had 
fallen  short  of  mothering  her  flock  for  some  time  past, 
mother  was  able  to  start  from  scratch  and  build  up 
healthy,  wholesome  attitudes  once  more.  And  she  was 
learning  it  over  again,  this  business  of  being  a  mother. 
Ere  long,  as  little  Elsie  improved  rapidly  under  good 
nursing  and  a  normalcy  of  surroundings,  mother  also 
began  to  feel  that  there  was  some  sense  to  a  pretty  rose 
or  a  lovely  sunset,  and  lots  of  rapture  in  little  arms 
clinging;  also  some  burdens  to  share  when  little  hearts 
were  hurt  so  very  deeply. 

Life  began  to  have  meaning  when  mother  stood  up  to 
it  once  more. 

Altoona,  Pa.  


A  Modern  Proverb 

BY  GEORGE  W.   TUTTLE 

"When  Bible  signboards  say,  This  Way  to  Heaven, 
why  try  to  blaze  a  new  trail?" 

New  cults,  new  thought,  new  methods  of  salvation  by 
works,  by  education,  by  anything  under  the  shining 
heavens  save  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  di- 
vinely appointed  way  of  salvation,  how  they  multiply! 
Why  should  it  not  be  faith  that  multiplies,  wonder- 
working faith?  Should  not  even  the  added  comforts  of 
life  which  we  enjoy  stand  for  added  faith?  Think  on 
these  words:  "Who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  en- 
joy." Why  should  high  tide  of  creature  comforts  be- 
speak low  tide  of  gratitude  and  faith? 

Goodly  words  are  these,  spoken  by  a  godly  pastor 
who  fought  a  good  fight,  who  kept  the  faith,  and  who 
has  entered  into  his  rest:  "We  do  good  works,  not  in 
order  to  be  saved,  but  because  we  are  saved."  In  the 
rear  of  my  home  place  a  fine  persimmon  tree  is  loaded 
with  persimmons — a  promise  of  autumn  fruitage — and 
I  think  a  persimmon  the  finest  fruit  ever  grown.  That 
tree  does  not  bear  in  order  to  live,  it  bears  because  of 
its  rich,  abundant  life.  When  every  heartbeat  echoes, 
"Christ,  and  Christ  only,"  will  there  not  be  fruitage  in 
our  lives?  On  the  contrary,  if  gain  comes  first,  and 
service  to  Christ  last,  will  the  spiritual  life  not  soon  be 
parched  and  dry,  as  lean  and  lank  as  were  the  seven 
kine  of  Joseph's  famine-dream? 

Education  should  be  a  good  creature  of  God,  but  it 
becomes  a  servant  of  Satan  when  it  overrides  the  Word 
of  God  in  all  its  simplicity  and  power.  The  creature  is 
not  greater  than  the  Creator!     Education  should  be  a 


never-ending  land  of  delight,  but  some  use  it  to  blaze  a 
new  trail  to  the  land  of  hopelessness  and  despair.  Does 
not  education  multiply  our  powers  for  either  good  or 
evil?  Education  increases  responsibility;  is  it  not  both 
a  lifter  of  burdens  and  an  adder  of  burdens? 

Always  old,  and  yet  always  new,  is  the  way  of  salva- 
tion through  Jesus  Christ.  No  man-made  way  is  here. 
Would  the  leaders  of  modern  cults  and  isms  who  leave 
out  the  sacrifice  of  our  Savior  die  for  sinners?  And  yet 
he  died  for  us,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might 
bring  us  to  God. 

"Stick  to  the  trail  and  you  will  be  safe,"  said  the  for- 
est ranger  to  the  two  anglers  who  were  new  to  the 
mountains.  As  they  returned  from  fishing  the  canyon 
seemed  different  to  them  and  they  concluded  they  were 
lost.  They  climbed  up  over  the  steep  mountains  to  seek 
another  way  out  and  were  really  lost.  Is  this  not  a 
parable  of  those  who  forsake  the  trail  so  plainly  marked 
by  our  Lord?  Stick  to  the  trail;  mark  his  footprints! 
When  he  says,  "This  do,  and  thou  shalt  live,"  why 
should  we  do  otherwise? 

Pasadena,  Calif. 


"Will"  What  Ye  Ask 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

"If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask 
what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you"  (John  15:  7). 

It  is  easy  to  ask  for  something.  It  is  less  easy  to  will 
concerning  that  something. 

If  we  analyze  our  prayers — particularly  those  which 
we  feel  have  not  been  answered — we  shall  come  to  real- 
ize that  much  of  our  asking  has  been  the  result  of  our 
wishing.  It  is  quite  possible  to  wish  for  a  thing  with- 
out actually  willing  it.  For  example,  I  enter  a  store  and 
see  a  certain  article;  it  appeals  to  me,  and  soon  I  am 
wishing  to  own  it.  But  I  find  the  price  too  high — and 
then  I  resolve  not  to  take  it.  In  other  words,  I  wish 
very  much  for  the  article,  but  I  do  not  will  to  purchase 
it — and  as  a  result,  my  wish  is  not  gratified. 

Many  persons  wish  to  be  saved,  but  they  perish  be- 
cause they  do  not  will  to  be  saved.  In  the  verse  of 
scripture  quoted  above  the  Master  does  not  say,  "What 
dost  thou  wish?"  Instead,  he  says,  "Ask  what  ye  will, 
or,  "What  dost  thou  will?" 

If  I  really  and  genuinely  will  to  have  something  that 
is  within  my  reach,  I  do  not  rest  until  I  have  it.  And 
so  when  Jesus  asks,  "What  wilt  thou?"  he  is  really  ask- 
ing us  whether  it  is  indeed  our  purpose  to  have  that 
for  which  we  ask  at  any  price,  however  great  the  sacri- 
fice. 

Shall  we  not,  then,  find  it  profitable  to  consider  seri- 
ously just  what  things  we  should  pray  for  before  we  do 
pray?  Shall  we  not  decide  whether  we  desire  that  thing 
sufficiently  to  will  that  our  prayer  shall  be  answered? 
We  may  find  it  well,  also,  to  consider  the  price  of  the 
thing  for  which  we  so  glibly  ask  from  time  to  time.  Do 
we  desire  it  enough  to  sacrifice  and  pay  the  price — or 
shall  we,  when  the  price  is  made  known  to  us,  turn 
away  as  we  leave  the  store  without  purchasing  the  cher- 
ished article?  These  are  helpful  questions  to  ask  before 
we  pray.  Their  sincere  consideration  will  have  much  to 
do  with  the  number  of  prayers  which  the  Lord  sees  fit 
to  answer  for  us. 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 
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WORSHIP 

The  Miracle  in  a  White  Gift  Service 

By  Raymon  E.  Eller,   Bassett,   Virginia 

Many  times  we  have  heard  that  the  day  of  miracles 
is  not  over,  and  I  partly  believe  it.  Those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  Catholic  ritual  know  that  in  each 
service  they  expect  a  miracle  to  be  wrought  at  the  high 
point  in  their  service.  That  point  is  when  they  think 
the  wine  and  bread  are  literally  turned  into  the  blood 
and  body  of  Christ.  For  them  that  is  a  great  experi- 
ence. 

In  the  Protestant  services  that  high  point  is  often  not 
realized  as  it  should  be  by  the  worshipers.  This  may  be 
due  to  a  number  of  things.  The  minister  may  not  be  at 
his  best,  the  atmosphere  in  the  building  may  need  re- 
freshing or  the  congregation  may  be  overly  tired.  But  in 
spite  of  all  these  hazards  every  one  knows  that  the  mis- 
sionary offering  is  to  be  taken.  How,  then  can  we  chal- 
lenge our  people  to  do  their  best?  Yes,  the  miracle  can 
be  wrought.  "All  things  are  possible  with  God,"  but 
why  work  God  so  hard? 

Four  weeks  before  our  Christmas  mission  offering 
was  to  be  taken  we  called  our  committee  together  to  lay 
plans.  Many  things  were  discussed  and  finally  the 
White  Gift  Service  was  suggested.  After  a  thorough 
discussion  we  all  agreed  that  we  should  try  it.  We  be- 
gan in  the  Sunday  school  to  encourage  the  children  to 
save  their  pennies  for  this  special  offering;  we  talked  it 
in  our  homes,  at  our  work,  and  from  the  pulpit.  We 
were  all  keyed  up  for  the  White  Gift  Service  when  the 
time  came.  Our  Christmas  play  was  the  dramatic  wor- 
ship service,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang.  At  the  close  of 
this  service  the  pastor  called  for  the  white  gifts.  Each 
individual  was  instructed  and  directed  to  the  altar  to 
give  his  gift  wrapped  in  white.  The  atmosphere  was 
tense  with  quietness  while  each  brought  his  gift  to  the 
Christ  Child.  Their  faces  were  all  aglow  as  they  came. 
Why?  A  great  miracle  was  being  wrought  in  our  lives. 
God  was  blessing  us  with  gifts  which  amounted  to 
$123.03  for  missions.  The  chimes  did  ring  in  each  of  our 
lives  then,  and  many  moments  later.  The  day  of  mir- 
acles is  not  over  if  our  churches  work  with  God  and  al- 
low God  to  work  through  us. 


MEN'S    WORK 

District  Letter  to  Men's  Work  Groups 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  under  date  of  Jan.  1 
to  the  Men's  Work  groups  in  the  churches  of  Michigan  by  Bro. 
M.    B.   Williams,   the   district  director. — Ed. 

1.  Gospel  Messenger 

The  Brethren  Publishing  House,  22  South  State  Street, 
Elgin,  111.,  is  suggesting  a  proposition  to  all  local  church- 
es, which  is  very  worth  while.  The  regular  subscrip- 
tion price  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  $2.00,  which  is 
very  reasonable  for  such  a  valuable  paper.  "No  Breth- 
ren home  can  afford  to  be  without  it."  Recently  they 
proposed  to  send  it  to  every  home  for  $1.00,  providing 
any  local  church  will  solicit  and  send  in  $1.00  for  every 
home  in  which  there  is  a  member  or  members.  It  must 
be  in  100%  of  the  homes.  This  is  a  fine  project  for  the 
men's  work  to  undertake.  For  further  details  write  to 
Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. 


2.  Card  and  Cup  for  War  Relief 

Many  churches  are  getting  a  great  blessing  through 
using  the  "Card  and  Cup."  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive."  Who  is  my  neighbor?  One  church 
gave  $95.50  in  November  and  over  $100  in  December. 
The  regular  budget  was  kept  up  as  well  as  or  better 
than  usual. 

3.  Men's  Work 

Do  you  have  regular  business  meetings?  Have  you 
had  your  father  and  son  banquet?  If  not,  please  plan 
for  one  in  February.  Be  sure  to  use  Hymn  No.  336, 
Brethren  Hymnal  (Thine  for  Service),  as  the  official 
song.  You  can  secure  copies  of  this  song  by  writing  R. 
E.  Mohler,  1142  Euclid  Ave.,  McPherson,  Kans. 

4.  Government  Registration 

All  our  young  men  from  21-35  have  registered  with 
the  government.  Many  of  these  young  men  have  con- 
scientious convictions  which  will  not  permit  them  to- 
destroy  life,  because  that  is  not  the  way  of  Christ.  The 
200-acre  farm  reclamation  project  near  the  Harlan 
church  has  been  approved  by  the  government,  and  plans- 
are  being  rushed  to  completion  to  care  for  any  conscien- 
tious objector  who  desires  to  do  constructive  work.  This, 
places  an  added  responsibility  on  all  the  churches  in 
this  region.  There  are  many  farm  implements  needed 
on  this  farm.  Please  write  J.  E.  Ulery,  Onekama,  Mich.,. 
or  L.  C.  Blickenstaff,  Copemish,  Mich.,  for  a  list  of  all 
the  needed  articles.  Let  us  look  forward  to  1941  as  the 
greatest  year  in  men's  work. 

"I  had  no  shoes  and  complained,  until  I  met  a  man 
who  had  no  feet." 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Part  IV.    Resourcefulness  and  Foresight 

Scripture:     Luke  16:  1-9 
Sunday,  March  2 

I.  The  Steward's  Problem  and  Solution 

1.  A  steward  was  wasting  his  landlord's  goods. 

2.  The  steward  was  ordered  to  vacate. 

3.  The  steward  faced  a  serious  difficulty. 

4.  He  began  to  use  his  head. 

5.  He  could  not  take  money,  but  he  forgave  some  of 
his  lord's  debtors. 

II.  The  Landlord's  Reaction 

He  probably  was  angry  because  the  steward  gave 
away  his  property,  but  he  could  not  help  speaking  of 
the  resourcefulness  and  cleverness  displayed  by  the 
steward.  Neither  does  Jesus  commend  the  man  for  his- 
unrighteous  acts. 

III.  Jesus  Urges  Resourcefulness   in  the  Christian  Life 
(Verse  8) 

1.  "The  sons  of  this  world"  do  not  stop  when  difficul- 
ties arise.  They  survey  the  problem  and  use  their  heads 
skillfully. 

2.  In  business,  politics  and  industry  resourcefulness 
counts. 

3.  The  liquor  men  worked  skillfully  all  through  the 
prohibition  days,  and  finally  came  repeal.  Point  out 
some  of  their  cleverness  today  in  promoting  the  use  of 
alcohol. 


"^i 
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4.  Promoters  of  gambling  and  vice  seemingly  do  not 
give  up  when  the  way  seems  closed  to  them. 

5.  Why  should  Christians  give  up  so  easily  when  dif- 
ficulties arise?  Should  they  not  make  better  use  of 
their  heads? 

a.  When  the  congregation  is  small  and  the  people 
poor,  the  workers  few,  and  outside  interests  tempting, 
what  should  a  Christian  do? 

b.  What  can  Christians  do  to  match  the  resourceful- 
ness of  the  liquor  men?  Be  specific.  The  gambling  pro- 
moters? The  war  advocates?  Is  our  civilian  public 
service  camp  program  an  example  of  what  Jesus  urges? 

c.  Christians  with  pure  hearts  have  access  to  the  wis- 
dom of  God.     They  should  be  wiser  than  the  world. 

IV.  Jesus  Urges  Preparation  for  the  Future  (Verse  9) 

1.  He  teaches  there  is  to  be  a  future  (John  14:  1-3). 

2.  How  shall  Christians  prepare  for  these  "eternal 
tabernacles"?     (See  Matt.  25). 

3.  Have  we  as  individuals  made  sufficient  prepara- 
tion? 

■  ♦  . 

Statistics  for  1939-40 

For  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  reported  for  the  year 
ending,  Sept.  30,  1940 

Ministry 

Number  of  free  ministry  churches   206 

Number  of  part-time  ministers  462 

Number  of  full-time  ministers   237 

Membership 

Number    baptisms    7,211 

Net   gain    3,125 

Present  membership 176,908 

Number  inactive  resident  members   20,382 

Number  nonresident  members  15,838 

Number  families  in  the  609  churches  reporting    33,298 

Congregations 

Number  of  congregations  1,017 

Church  Activities — Average  Attendance 

682  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  67,466  at  A.  M.  church  service. 

466  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  27,941  at  P.  M.  church  service. 

192  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  5,700  at  adult  Sunday  evening  meeting. 

412  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  9,627  at  B.  Y.  P.  D. 

64  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  804  at  intermediate  Sunday  evening  meetings. 

109  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  1,348  at  Junior  League. 

159  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  3,032  at  men's  work  meetings. 

142  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  2,876  at  missionary  society. 

529  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  7,132  at  ladies'  aid. 

68  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  2,440  in  mothers'  organizations. 

223  congregations  reported  total  average  attendance 
of  17,188  at  daily  vacation  church  school. 


Finance 

Amount  given  for  pastors'  salaries $388,685.56 

Amount  given  for  all  other  local  expense  393,188.37 

Amount  given  for  district  work  73,384.12 

Amount   given    for   missions    and   church 

service 148,245.27 

Amount  given  for  other  items 166,786.99 

Sunday-school    Enrollment    (1,024    Sunday    schools    re- 
ported) 

Nursery — boys    2,844 

Nursery— girls     3,320  6,164 


Beginner — boys  3,979 

Beginner — girls     4,759 


Primary — boys    5,327 

Primary— girls    6,332 


Junior — boys    6,010 

Junior— girls    7,287 


Intermediate — boys    5,544 

Intermediate — girls    6,709 


Young   People 
Young    Peopk 


-boys    10,199 

-girls    11,848 


Adults— men    20,783 

Adults — women    25,591 


8,738 
11,659 
13,297 
12,253 
22,047 
46,374 


119,408 

Total  Number  Officers  and  Teachers  12,569 

Home    Department    2,816 


Grand  Total  Enrollment 134,286 

Sunday-school  Average  Attendance 

Adults     37,824 

Young  People 16,264 

Intermediates    8,946 

Children     24,389 


Total  Average  Attendance 87,423 

Sunday-school  Offerings 

Total  Sunday-school  offerings   $237,031.29 

Amount  given  for  missions   63,837.89 

Converts  Won  Through  Church  and  Sunday  School 

Adults    1,192 

Young  People   1,220 

Intermediates    1,401 

Children    939 


Total 


6,078 


Publications  Used 

No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Sunday  schools 
No.  Gospel  Messeni 


using  Brethren  graded  lessons  562 
using  Standard  graded  lessons  152 
using  other  graded  lessons  ...  7 
using  Our  Young  People  .  . .  .752 
using  Our  Boys  and  Girls  ....  677 

using  Our  Children  389 

using  Brethren  Quarterlies   .  .711 

using  Teachers'  Monthly   ....755 

jer  Clubs . .  545 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Southern  Illinois  Special  Conference 

A  specially  called  district  meeting  was  held  at  De- 
catur, 111.,  on  Jan.  25,  for  the  District  of  Southern  Illi- 
nois. Eighteen  of  the  twenty-three  churches  were  rep- 
resented by  delegate,  besides  a  good  number  of  others  in 
attendance.  The  matter  for  consideration  had  to  deal 
with  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program  of  our  church. 
Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  present  and  gave  us  up  to  the 
minute  developments  concerning  the  provisions  being 
made  to  care  for  conscientious  objectors. 

After  several  hours  of  deliberation,  the  audience  de- 
cided by  unanimous  vote  to  have  our  district  give  its 
backing  in  this  important  work.  The  undersigned  was 
chosen  by  the  meeting  to  serve  as  promotional  secre- 
tary for  this  kind  of  work  in  our  district.  Many  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  feeling  this  was  a  great  challenge 
and  opportunity  for  our  church,  and  must  have  our 
prayerful  support  coupled  with  real  sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  our  membership. 

Springfield,  111.  Galen  T.  Lehman,  Secretary. 


Is  Your  Pastor  Going  to  Move? 

We  moved!  We  are  going  to  move  next  September! 
This  thought  re-echoes  throughout  the  brotherhood,  be- 
cause churches  do  change  pastors.  Maybe  every  two 
years,  five  years,  ten  years  or  even  longer  in  some  cases, 
but  every  church  will  go  through  the  change  sometime. 

I  can  see  several  problems  presenting  themselves  to 
both  pastor  and  church  when  this  change  takes  place. 

First  let  us  see  it  from  the  church's  point  of  view. 
It  has  built  up  a  loyalty  to  the  pastor  in  spite  of  his  ef- 
forts to  transfer  that  loyalty  to  Christ,  the  church  and 
its  ideals.  It  has  become  accustomed  to  his  way  of  do- 
ing things  and  has  probably  started,  to  some  extent,  to 
think  as  he  thinks.  Then  I  see  him  leave  and  another 
man  take  his  place.  He  won't  do  things  the  way  the 
other  pastor  did.  He  probably  couldn't  if  he  tried  be- 
cause each  is  a  separaie  personality.  Now  the  problem 
arises.  How  can  the  church  shift  its  loyalty,  trust  the 
new  man  to  do  the  right  thing,  have  that  feeling  of  con- 
fidence which  it  felt  for  the  former  pastor?  Can  the 
members  keep  the  church  program  from  feeling  a 
slump? 

Now  let  us  look  at  the  pastor.  He  has  won  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.  He  and  his  family  have  made 
friends.  Now  he  is  moving  to  another  church.  The 
church  officials  say  he  must  turn  his  back  on  his  former 
group,  break  all  ties,  and  look  to  the  new  task,  which  is 
a  good  idea  of  course.  His  hardest  job,  I  believe,  is  to 
help  those  he  is  leaving  to  understand  that  he  is  still 
interested  in  their  work  and  welfare  and  yet  refuse  to 
have  any  communication  or  correspondence  with  them. 
It  is  hard  for  them  to  understand  this.  The  folks  in  his 
new  home  are  all  new  to  him.  He  must  learn  to  know 
them.  He  must  adjust  himself  to  the  program  that  has 
already  been  set  up  without  any  visible  break  in  that 
program  if  possible. 

The  apostle  Paul,  as  pastor  of  the  early  Christian 
church,  established  churches  and  made  friends.  When 
he  moved  on  to  another  place  he  wrote  letters  of  in- 
spiration and  encouragement  to  the  people.  Sometimes 
he  went  back  and  visited  them.     Paul's  idea  and  our 


present  code  of  ethics  are  not  the  same.  Are  we  miss- 
ing something  in  universal  fellowship,  communion,  and 
love  that  existed  among  the  early  Christians? 

I  would  like  to  feel  that  every  pastor  throughout  the 
brotherhood  had  no  jealousy  in  his  heart  of  his  mem- 
bers, and  was  not  selfish  in  his  desires  for  one  particular 
congregation  or  parishioner,  but  rather  that  he  was 
working  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 

I  started  out  to  talk  about  the  pastor's  wife,  but  after 
all  the  situation  and  the  problems  that  arise  are  much 
the  same  for  both.  May  the  time  soon  come  when  every 
pastor's  wife  is  able  and  willing  to  share  fully  with  him 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  bringing  the  kingdom  of  God  on 
earth. 


Bassett,  Va. 


Mrs.  Raymon  E.  Eller. 


Passing  of  Elder  Urias  Blough 
Urias,   son   of   William   and   Magdalene   Blough,   was 
born  near  Hudson,  111.,  on  March  6,  1872.    He  departed 
this  life  on  Jan.  7,  1941,  at  the  age  of  68  years,  10  months 

and  1  day.  He  passed  away 
at  the  State  hospital  in  An- 
na, 111.,  following  a  brief 
illness,  which  it  is  believed 
was  at  least  in  part  due  to 
a  fall  from  a  building  some 
time  ago. 

He  grew  to  manhood  at 
the  place  of  his  birth,  in  a 
Christian  home,  and  united 
with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1893. 

On  Feb.  17,  1897,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Delia 
May  Johnson,  and  to  them 
four  children  were  born. 
Tv/o  died  in  infancy. 
His  early  church  life  and  activities  in  the  Sunday 
school  and  church  were  spent  in  the  Hudson  church. 
After  serving  in  official  capacities  in  the  Sunday  school 
he  was  called  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  December  of 
1903.  Proving  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency,  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry  in  May  of  1907.  Having  taken  up 
pastoral  work  in  the  Spring  Run  church,  he  was  here 
ordained  to  the  full  ministry  in  November  of  1911. 

Feeling  the  need  of  further  preparation  for  his  life's 
work  he  took  training  in  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
After  this  he  found  his  field  for  service  among  the 
weaker  congregations  in  the  southern  part  of  his  home 
district  of  Southern  Illinois.  Here  he  served  in  vari- 
ous pastorates,  the  last  a  joint  pastorate  of  eleven  years 
in  the  Martins  Creek  and  Romine  churches. 

He  leaves  his  devoted  companion;  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Gladys  Peters  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  and  Mrs.  Naomi 
Mauch  of  Hudson,  111.;  their  husbands,  Roy  Peters  and 
Roy  Mauch;  one  grandson,  Lloyd  Peters;  two  brothers, 
John  W.,  of  Hudson  and  Noah  of  Normal,  111.,  and  one 
sister,  Mrs.  Ida  Thompson  of  Hudson. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist 
church  in  Geff  on  Jan.  8,  and  in  the  Hudson  Methodist 
church  on  Jan.  9.  Interment  at  Hudson  was  conducted 
by  the  writer  and  Eld.  W.  T.  Heckman,  from  the  text: 
"Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 
Oakley,  111.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 
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It  was  a  day  that  will  be  remembered  by  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Mathias,  W.  Va.  May  God's  bless- 
ings rest  upon  us  and  may  the  influence  of  the  church 
be  far-reaching. 

Mathias,  W.  Va.  Mrs.  Sadie  Mathias. 


Upper  Lost  River  Church  Dedicated 

For  some  time  the  Upper  Lost  River  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Mathias  had  felt  the  need  of  a  new  house  of  worship.  It  was 
in  the  summer  of  1939  that  the  decision  was  made  to  build.  Bro. 
Earl  Fike  designed  the  building.  A  building  committee  was 
selected  consisting  of  Guy  C.  Mathias,  T.  Arnold  Garrett,  H.  Riley 
Hishman   and   Virgil   L.   Mathias,   treasurer. 

Work  began  in  June,  1939.  The  old  church  was  torn  down  and 
Bro.  Earl  Fike  was  present  to  break  the  first  ground  on  the  same 
site  where  the  two  former  churches  had  been  located.  The 
first  church  was  erected  107  years  ago,  or  in  1834;  the  second  in 
1888;   the  present  one  was  completed   in  1940. 

The  church  house  is  40  x  70.  It  is  a  brick  structure  and  well 
arranged  for  Sunday-school  classes.  There  are  Gothic  windows 
with  stained  glass.  Thirty-five  memorial  pews  were  installed  at 
a  cost  of  $1,000.  A  beautiful  and  substantial  basement  is  as  large 
as  the  first  floor  of  the  building. 

The  entire  cost  was  $10,000,  including  an  air-conditioned  fur- 
nace just  recently  installed.  One  half  of  this  amount  has  been 
paid.  The  ladies'  aid  of  this  church  has  so  far  contributed  $700 
towards   this  amount. 

July  28,  1940,  will  always  be  an  important  date  in  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Mathias,  for  it  was  on  that 
day  that  our  church  was  dedicated.  The  day  was  beautiful  and 
people  gathered  from  the  surrounding  states  for  this  all-impor- 
tant occasion.  The  crowd  was  estimated  at  between  18,000  and 
20,000  people. 

Surely  God  gives  us  the  hills  and  valleys,  with  their  outward 
beauty  and  inward  wealth  where  we  can  erect  buildings  in 
Which  God  can  be  thanked   and  praised  for  these  gifts. 

The  dedication  started  at  10  A.  M.  with  a  piano  prelude  fol- 
lowed by  the  processional.  This  was  followed  by  congregational 
singing.  The  invocation  was  by  David  J.  Wieand  of  Chicago.  The 
Awakening  Chorus  was  sung  by  the  choir.  Bro.  Earl  Fike  of 
Cherry  Grove,  W.  Va.,  gave  the  devotions  and  Professor  Nelson 
T.  Huffman  sang  a  solo.  Bro.  Samuel  D.  Lindsay  of  Timberville, 
Va.,  delivered  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  act  of  dedication 
was  directed  by  W.  D.  Walker  and  the  dedicatory  prayer  given 
by  J.  C.  Kohne. 

The  afternoon  services  began  at  2  P.  M.  Addresses  were  given 
by  Guy  Ludwig,  B.  F.  Spitzer,  E.  E.  Muntzing,  C.  T.  McCarthy, 
Earl  Fike.  There  was  special  music  with  Prof.  Nelson  Huffman 
in  charge. 


Wrightsman  Golden  Wedding 

On  Tuesday,  Jan.  14,  Brother  and  Sister  Geo.  W. 
Wrightsman  of  Virden,  111.,  celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding   anniversary. 

Bro.  Geo.  W.  Wrightsman,  the  only  son  of  John  W. 
and  Sarah  C.  Garst  Wrightsman,  was  born  in  Macoupin 
County,  Illinois,  near  Virden.  Mrs.  Melva  Gibson 
Wrightsman,  next  to  the  youngest  of  nine  children  of 
Eld.  Javan  and  Mary  Cummings  Gibson,  was  born  in 
the  same  community  in  which  Bro.  Wrightsman  lived. 
They  were  married  Jan.  14,  1891,  in  the  home  of  her 
parents.  Eld.  Chas.  Gibson  officiating.  Their  early  lives 
were  spent  on  the  farm  in  which  Bro.  Wrightsman  is 
still  actively  interested,  although  they  moved  to  town 
a  number  of  years  ago.  All  their  lives  they  have  been 
active  in  church  work,  living  within  the  bounds  of  the 
West  Otter  Creek  church  until  it  became  a  part  of  the 
Girard  and  Pleasant  Hill  congregations.  When  the 
Virden  house  was  built  and  the  Virden  congregation  organized 
they  became  charter  members.  Bro.  Wrightsman  served  on  the 
building  committee  of  the  Virden  church.  He  also  has  served  the 
church  in  the  deacon's  office  for  many  years. 

They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  one  having  died  in  early 
childhood.  They  are:  Vernie  Wrightsman  of  East  St.  Louis; 
Estell  and  Okal  Wrightsman,  both  of  Virden,  111.,  and  Mrs. 
Glenna  Brian  of  Chicago,  111.    There  are  ten  grandchildren. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  14,  a  large  gathering  of  church 
people,  relatives,  neighbors  and  friends  met  at  the  church  where 
appropriate  ceremonies  were  observed,  followed  by  a  varied  pro- 
gram of  readings,  music  and  short  talks.  Congratulations,  gifts, 
telegrams  and  goodwill  were  given  to  the  couple.  Light  refresh- 
ments were  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  church. 
Virden,  111.  E.  F.  Caslow. 


In  Memory  of  Jacob  F.  Blickenstaff 

No  thought  better  expresses  the  spirit  of  the  life  of  Jacob  F. 
Blickenstaff  than  this  from  a  familiar  poem:  "He  lived  in 
the  house   by  the  side   of  the  road,   and  was  a  friend  to  man." 

Only  those  who  knew  him  best, 
knew  the  many  to  whom  he 
ministered  as  he  lived  among 
them. 

For  more  than  fifty  years, 
Uncle  Jake,  as  he  was  known  in 
the  Quinter  community,  spent 
many  days  and  nights  caring  for 
some  neighbor  where  sickness  or 
death  had  come.  Very  frequently 
he  just  stopped  to  call  on  an  un- 
fortunate friend,  with  a  basket 
of  food  or  a  gift.  He  never  found 
it  trouble,  but  a  pleasure,  to  go 
out  of  his  way  to  do  some  kind- 
ness or  speak  a  kind  word  to  some 
old  person.  He  never  spoke  un- 
kindly of  folks,  for  he  felt  every 
individual  had  enough  good  qual- 
ities about  which  one  could  speak. 
His  interests  were  in  all  activities 
of  his  community.  He  served  his 
church  for  more  than  forty  years 
as  deacon  and  trustee  and  in  a  financial  way,  and  in  the  same 
capacity  in  the  school  and  hospital. 

Father,  who  was  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Elizabeth  Blickenstaff, 
was  born  near  Virden,  111.,  Oct.  4,  1863.  He  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  when  a  boy.  When  he  grew  to 
manhood  he  went  to  Quinter,  Kans.,  where  he  married  Katie 
Roesch,  Feb.  23,  1890.  This  young  couple  and  other  young  cou- 
ples, who  pioneered  in  the  new  West,  founded  and  built  the 
Quinter  church.  Mrs.  Blickenstaff  is  the  only  charter  member 
living  in  the   Quinter  church. 

The  home,  I  remember,  was  always  a  place  of  activity,  for 
five  sons  and  three  daughters  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood 
there.  As  the  years  passed  sons-in-law,  daughters-in-law,  and 
grandchildren  came  into  the  family,  and  the  home  was  always 
a  joyous  meeting  place  for  all.  But  the  home  was  never  too 
crowded  to  share  with  a  boy  or  girl  without  a  home,  or  an  old 
person  in  need  of  a  friend.  Brother  and  Sister  Blickenstaff  cel- 
ebrated their  golden  wedding  a  few  months  ago. 

On  Sept.  21  father  very  quietly  answered  the  call  home. 
Friends  far  and  near  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  a  kind, 
benevolent    Christian    man. 

The  children  are:  Mrs.  Maie  Himes,  Emmett,  Idaho;  Mr.  Miles 
Blickenstaff,    Yakima,    Wash.;    Mrs.    Curtis   Bowman,    Oak   Park, 
111.;    Vernon,   Carl,   and   Mrs.   Susie   Hill,    Quinter,   Kans;    Lester,. 
Scott   City,   Kans.;    Archie,   Hutchinson,   Kans. 
Oak  Park,  111.  Mrs.  Curtis  Bowman. 
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Sollenberger  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

During  the  time  that  many  homes  are  going  on  the  rocks,  it 
is  heartening  to  witness  a  fiftieth  anniversary.  These  occasions 
demonstrate  that  married  couples  can  cross  all  of  life's  hurdles 
and  enjoy  the  sunset  of  life  in  a  high  appreciation  of  each  oth- 
er's affections. 

Brother  and  Sister  A.  D.  Sollenberger  on  Jan.  15  celebrated 
in  their  own  home  their  golden  wedding  anniversary.  From 
2  to  9  P.  M.  more  than  160  of  their  many  friends  called  to  extend 
good  wishes  and  to  leave  tokens  of  esteem.  Also  from  thirteen 
different  states,  old  and  true  friends  sent  remembrances  of  the 
occasion. 

During  the  afternoon,  a  brief  service  in  keeping  with  the  occa- 
sion was  sponsored  by  the  pastor,  J.  W.  Lear.  Bro.  Niels  Esben- 
sen,  pastor  at  Empire,  Calif.,  and  Bro.  Chas.  Forror,  pastor  at 
San  Diego,  Calif.,  who  happened  to  be  present,  took  some  part 
in   the   service. 

This  home  was  started  in  Naperville,  111.,  Jan.  15,  1891.  Soon 
thereafter  Bro.  Sollenberger  was  called  to  the  Christian  min- 
istry. The  Sollenbergers  served  as  pastors  in  the  following 
churches:  North  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  twelve  years;  Naperville,  111., 
three  years;  Beatrice  City,  Nebr.,  six  years;  St.  John,  Kans., 
five  years;  McFarland,  Calif.,  three  years.  Beside  the  pastoral 
work,  Bro.  Sollenberger  conducted  more  than  forty  evangelistic 
meetings. 

Among  the  many  splendid  qualities  of  this  home  good  old- 
fashioned  hospitality  can  be  attested  to  by  many  people.  Mrs. 
Sollenberger  has  been  a  good  entertainer  and  many  people  from 
different  walks  in  life  have  found  this  home  a  hostel  of  goodwill. 

Twelve  years  ago  the  Sollenbergers  retired  from  active  pas- 
toral work.  They  are  by  no  means  idle.  Bro.  Sollenberger  still 
preaches  on  call  with  more  than  average  distinction.  He  also 
teaches  a  large  adult  Bible  class  in  the  home  church.  Both  of 
them  do  much  calling,  especially  in  the  homes  of  the  sick. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Glendora,  Calif. 


J.  W.  Lear. 


In  Memoriam — Mary  Sollenberger  Norris 

Mary  Sollenberger  Norris,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Sara  Etta 
Sollenberger,  was  born  March  14,  1871,  at  Naperville,  111.  She 
passed  away  at  the  Twin  Falls  hospital  at  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  Jan. 

4,   1941,  aged  69  years,  9  months 
and  22  days. 

Sister  Norris  moved  to  Nick- 
erson,  Kans.,  and  made  her 
home  with  Bro.  J.  E.  Sollen- 
berger. Here  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  J.  Wm.  Norris,  Nov. 
26,  1899.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  one  daughter,  one  son, 
a  foster  daughter,  eight  grand- 
children, two  brothers,  three 
sisters  and  a  host  of  friends. 

In  1903  her  family  moved  to 
Lamar,  Colo.,  where  they  spent 
five  years.  Another  move  was 
made  to  Larned,  Kans.,  and  five 
years  spent  there;  then  they 
moved  to  McClave,  Colo.,  and 
then  to  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  in 
1913,  where  she  resided  until 
death    claimed   her. 

Sister  Norris  was  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  was  a  faithful  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school,  for 
many  years  an  active  member  in  the  aid  society,  and  was  most 
happy  when  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Besides  her 
work  for  the  church  she  did  much  quilting  and  liked  this  kind 
of  work  very  much,  having  made  and  given  one  to  each  of  her 
children  and  grandchildren  and  made  others  for  her  own  use. 
She  was  a  great  lover  of  flowers  but  made  the  request  that  none 
should  be  used  at  her  funeral.  She  did  not  believe  in  extrava- 
gance and  asked  that  only  a  small  sheaf  of  wheat  be  used  instead 
of  flowers.  Her  request  was  granted.  The  text  for  the  funeral 
occasion  was  taken  from  Rev.  14:  13,  the  speaker  stressing  the 
latter  part  of  the  verse,  "their  works  do  follow  them."  The 
text  was  indeed  appropriate  for  one  who  had  given  herself  to 
help   others. 

Sister  Norris  suffered  a  heart  attack  July  22,  1940,  and  bore  her 
suffering  with  godly  patience.  She  called  for  the  anointing  on 
the  26th,  received  much  strength  and  was  soon  up  and  about  her 
household  duties  again.  In  spite  of  several  other  attacks  she 
attended  church  services  whenever  possible.  Dec.  24  she  was 
taken  with  cold  and  flu  and  another  attack  caused  her  to  fall 
into  a  coma  from  which  she  never  rallied. 

Sister  Norris  made  arrangements  concerning  her  funeral  as  if 
it  were  a  pleasant  journey  to  visit  some  friend.  She  spoke  to 
her  friends  and  pastor  often  concerning  these  things.  She  pos- 
sessed no  fear,  but  was  ready  to  meet  her  Master  at  any  time 
he  should  call. 

In   a   short   time  the  writer   knew   her   as   her   pastor,   he  has 
never  known  any  sister  of  the  church  who  could  make  a  pastor 
feel  more  at  home,  or  encourage  him  more  in  his  work. 
The  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  writer. 
Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  A.  C.  Miller. 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Byerly-Snyder.— Bro.  Oscar  Byerly  and  Sister  Ida  E.  Snyder, 
at  the  Fostoria  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Dec.  29,  1940,  by  the 
undersigned.— Reuben   Boomershine,   Fostoria,   Ohio. 

Fillmore-Brenner.— On  Dec.  29,  1941,  in  the  Reedley  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  by  the  undersigned,  Ben  Fillmore  and  Mary  Ann 
Brenner,  both   of  Reedley,   Calif.— D.  F.   Sink,  Reedley,   Calif. 

Kies-Ward.— Homer  W.  Kies  and  Helen  Ward,  both  of  Sidney, 
Ohio,  by  the  undersigned,  their  pastor,  in  the  parsonage  of  the 
Sidney  church,  on  Jan.   11,  1941. — S.  S.  Blough,  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Miller-Slrayer. — Richard  Miller  and  Lucille  Strayer,  both  of 
this  community,  by  the  undersigned,  in  the  Stony  Creek  parson- 
age, Dec.   8. — Walter  Replogle,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Mowan-Frantz. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  residence,  Robert 
Mowan  and  Madelin  Frantz,  Dec.  14,  1940.  At  home,  321  W.  Main 
St.,   Warsaw,   Ind. — T.   G.   Weaver,   North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Root-McCune. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home,  Dec.  28,  1940, 
Dayton  Root  and  Ada  Faye  McCune. — Harry  E.  Thomas,  Pomona, 
Calif. 

Sulphin-Mohler. — Villa  U.  Sutphin  and  Nettie  Cordelia  Mohler, 
both  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  Dec.  7,  1940,  by  the  bride's  brother, 
Bro.  J.  Clyde  Mohler,  at  his  residence  in  Roanoke,  Va. — S.  M. 
Sutphin,  Stuarts  Draft,  Va. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Barkman,  Susan,  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Anna  Eicholtz,  was 
born  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  on  Oct.  17,  1843,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  Jan.  7,  1941.  She  was  the  oldest 
resident  of  the  community  and  probably  of  Lee  County.  At 
about  ten  years  of  age  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Uniontown, 
Md.  One  of  the  vivid  recollections  of  her  early  years  was  the 
journey  with  her  parents  in  an  ox-drawn  covered  wagon  from 
Uniontown  to  Baltimore,  where  they  boarded  the  train  for  the 
long  journey  westward.  They  located  in  the  year  1861  on  the 
expansive  prairies  in  the  vicinity  of  Nachusa,  111.  In  1863  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  lived  a  consistent 
Christian  life,  attending  services  regularly  as  long  as  health  per- 
mitted. On  Jan.  5,  1869,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  David 
W.  Barkman.  To  them  was  born  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy. 
They  lived  in  the  community  of  Nachusa  until  1892,  when  they 
moved  to  Franklin  Grove.  Here  she  resided  until  the  time  of 
her  death.  Her  husband  died  in  October,  1929.  She  attributed 
her  longevity  to  industry  and  temperate  living.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Hicks  funeral  home  with  Brethren  S.  L.  Cover 
and  O.  D.  Buck  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Emmert  ceme- 
tery.— Nina  Pfoutz,  Franklin  Grove,   111. 

Boyer,  Ellen,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Frances  Butterbaugh, 
was  born  Feb.  5,  1864,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1941.  Her  entire  life 
was  spent  in  the  community  in  which  she  died.  On  Dec.  17,  1882, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Samuel  Boyer.  To  this  union  were 
born  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  survive.  There  are  also 
fourteen  grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  From 
1906  she  served  with  her  husband  in  the  office  of  deacon.  Her 
faithful  life  of  consecration  and  devotion  was  an  inspiration  to 
all  who  knew  her.  For  a  number  of  years  she  was  handicapped 
by  a  physical  injury,  but  always  made  an  earnest  effort  to  at- 
tend public  services.  Services  were  conducted  by  Elders  Otho 
Winger,  S.  L.  Young  and  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — T.   G.   Weaver,  North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Boyers,  Lula  Huffman,  aged  53,  died  at  her  home  near  Harri- 
sonburg, Va.,  on  Jan.  14,  1941.  She  was  the  wife  of  Bro.  L.  A. 
Boyers.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  since  her  youth.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  moth- 
er, three  daughters,  five  sons,  one  grandson,  two  sisters  and  five 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  Keezletown 
United  Brethren  church,  conducted  by  Rev.  Forrest  Racey,  Bro. 
C.  E.  Long  and  Rev.  Widmyer.  Burial  was  in  the  Keezletown 
cemetery. — Lera   Bowman    Jarrels,    Penn    Laird,   Va. 

Brenner,  Lorain  Wilson,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Brenner,  was 
born  Dec.  31,  1874,  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  and  passed  away 
Dec.  17,  at  the  home  of  his  brother,  with  whom  he  had  made 
his  home  for  the  last  ten  years.  He  always  lived  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  Stony  Creek  church.  He  was  baptized  Sept. 
20.  Gangrene  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  pastor  in  the  Rexer  funeral  home  at 
DeGraff.  Burial  was  in  the  Stony  Creek  cemetery. — Walter 
Replogle,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Brubaker,  Lucina,  was  born  near  Loudonville,  Ohio,  May  6, 
1859,  and  died  Jan.  19,  1941,  in  the  home  of  her  niece,  Anna  M. 
Hively,  in  Ankenytown,  where  she  had  made  her  home  for  the 
past  two  years.  In  early  life  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
Knox    County,    where    she    spent    the    remainder    of    her    life. 
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Many  years  ago  she  united  with  the  Butler  Evangelical  church, 
but  later  transferred  her  membership  to  the  Owl  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  was  active  in  this  church,  particularly  in 
the  aid  society  work,  as  long  as  health  permitted.  She  was  al- 
ways a  cheerful  and  liberal  giver.  Her  last  illness  was  a  long 
period  of  suffering  which  she  patiently  bore,  never  complaining 
nor  finding  fault  with  anyone  nor  anything  done  for  her.  She 
was  preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  four  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  She  is  survived  by  one  sister  and  two  brothers,  and  a 
number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Owl  Creek  church  by  Eld.  J.  D.  Zigler  of  White  Cottage. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Anna  M.  Hively,  Fred- 
ericktown,  Ohio. 

Cook,  Malinda  Katherine,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Crevis- 
ton,  was  born  near  Hillgrove,  Ohio,  July  1,  1851,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1941,  after  a  short 
illness.  On  April  8.  1869,  she  was  married  to  Henry  Cook  of 
Hillgrove,  Ohio,  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Drake.  To  this  union  eight 
children  were  born.  Her  husband,  Eld.  Henry  Cook,  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1894.  Four  children  also  preceded  her.  She  is 
survived  by  four  children,  six  grandchildren  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. She  and  her  husband  were  baptized  into  the 
Union  City  church,  Indiana,  in  1880.  Grandma  Cook,  as  all  her 
friends  called  her,  lived  a  very  devoted  Christian  life.  She  was 
always  ready  when  called  upon  to  minister  to  the  sick.  Thus 
came  to  an  end  a  beautiful  Christian  life  of  love  for  the  church 
and  helpfulness  to  all  that  were  in  need.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  West  Dayton  church  by  the  undersigned  and  in 
the  Union  City  church,  assisted  by  Eld.  D.  G.  Berkebile.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  old  Union  City  cemetery. — J.  Perry  Prather, 
Dayton,  Ohio. 

Cripe,  George  Winfield,  son  of  Henry  and  Rebecca  Cripe,  was 
born  Feb.  26,  1879,  at  Pettit,  Ind.,  and  died  Jan.  12,  1941,  at  his 
home  near  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  after  an  illness  of  eighteen 
months.  He  united  with  the  Pike  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Indiana,  at  an  early  age  and  remained  faithful  to  the  end.  In 
1894  he  moved  to  Door  County,  Wis.,  with  his  parents.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Viola  Felix  at  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  in  1898, 
coming  to  Mondovi  in  the  same  year.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  this  union.  One  son  died  in  infancy.  In  1927  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Chippewa  County.  He  was  a  trustee  in  the  Stanley 
church  for  a  number  of  years  and  enjoyed  working  for  the 
church  as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  Many  times  he  risked 
his  own  health  to  do  things  for  the  church.  Besides  his  wife 
he  leaves  six  children,  four  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Hogseth  Funeral  chapel  by  Bro. 
Lewis  Hyde.  Burial  was  in  the  Prairie  View  cemetery,  Chippewa 
Falls,  Wis.— Mrs.  Jacob  Winkler,  Stanley,  Wis. 

Dapler,  Orion  Edgar,  was  born  in  Johnsville,  Ohio,  Dec.  2,  1891, 
and  died  at  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  on 
Jan.  15,  of  pneumonia.  He  was  married  to  Ida  Erbaugh  on  Oct. 
31,  1914.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born.  He  served  the 
town  of  Brookville  as  marshal  for  nearly  three  years.  He  leaves 
his  wife  and  six  children.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Dunkle  funeral  home  in  Brookville  by  Bro.  John  Root,  assisted 
by  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Arlington  cemetery. — Roy  B. 
Teach,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Dellra.  Susan  S.,  wife  of  Isaac  Dettra,  died  at  her  home  on 
Jan.  18,  after  a  lingering  illness.  Sister  Dettra  was  a  member  of 
the  Green  Tree  church  for  a  number  of  years.  She  will  be 
missed  in  the  church,  especially  in  the  aid  society,  in  which  she 
was  a  faithful  worker.  Surviving  are  her  husband  and  a  sister. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  on  Jan.  22  with  Bro. 
D.  K.  Hanawalt  in  charge.  Interment  was  in  the  Green  Tree 
cemetery. — Mrs.   Ralph   Dunmore,    Oaks,   Pa. 

Driver,  Minnie,  died  Jan.  25,  1941,  at  the  home  of  Edgar  Koontz, 
near  Tenth  Legion,  Va.,  following  an  illness  of  several  weeks. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  John  H.  and  Hannah  Zirkle 
Armentrout  and  was  born  near  Tenth  Legion,  where  she  spent 
most  of  her  life.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Unity  congregation. 
Surviving  are  three  brothers  and  one  sister.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  in  1931.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the 
Fairview  church  near  Endless  Caverns  with  Eld.  J.  S.  Roller  and 
the  writer  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Elledge,  Jimmie  Lee,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Harley  Elledge, 
was  born  Feb.  11,  1937,  and  died  Nov.  19,  1940,  of  a  severe  case 
of  diphtheria.  Besides  his  parents,  he  leaves  one  sister,  two 
brothers  and  his  grandparents.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Forney  of 
Faye,  Okla.  A  short  graveside  service  was  conducted  by  the 
writer.  Several  of  Jimmie's  favorite  songs  were  used  in  the 
service.  In  the  church  school,  to  which  he  liked  to  go,  his  at- 
tentive attitude  was  an  example  for  many  who  are  older.  He 
had  a  vivid  imagination,  and  promised  much  for  the  future. — 
Dan  L.   Blickenstaff,  Waka,  Texas. 

George,  Frank  L.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  George,  was 
born  at  Auburn,  Ind.,  Aug.  18,  1876.  He  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Auburn  until  1905  when  he  came  to  Goshen.  On  March  6,  1910, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bertha  Stafford.  Two  years  ago  he 
suffered  a  paralytic  stroke  but  had  regained  his  health  to  the 
point  of  returning  to  his  work.  For  the  past  sixteen  years  he 
had  been  a  salesman  for  the  Hoover  Company.  More  than  thirty- 
three  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Goshen  City.  He  had  attended  services  twice  on  Jan.  5,  and 
on  returning  home  in  the  evening  suffered  a  cerebral  hemor- 
rhage.    He   passed    away   Jan.    8.     Surviving    are   his   wife,    one 


brother  and  three  sisters.  George  will  be  missed  in  the  men's 
Bible  class  and  by  many  aged  folks  whom  he  so  faithfully  took 
to  church  and  other  religious  gatherings.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Goshen  City  church,  Bro.  T.  E.  George  officiating. 
Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Ridge  cemetery. — Mrs.  Jesse  Tully,  Goshen, 
Ind. 

Gilbert,  Jerry,  son  of  Isaac  and  Julia  Gilbert,  born  on  the 
homestead  near  Myersville,  Md.,  Oct.  22,  1851,  died  suddenly  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  Jan.  8,  1941.  He 
was  the  last  of  a  very  large  family.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Eleanor  Clark  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children.  Sister 
Gilbert  passed  away  on  March  11,  1896,  and  four  children  pre- 
ceded him.  One  son  died  six  days  after  the  father's  death.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  church  from  his  youth.  He  migrated  to 
Arcanum,  Ohio,  where  the  family  was  raised.  For  the  last  thir- 
teen years  he  resided  in  Pasadena  with  his  daughter.  The 
requested  simple  service,  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  was 
impressive.  Interment  was  in  the  San  Gabriel  cemetery. — J.  Z. 
Gilbert,  Los  Angeles,   Calif. 

Hathaway,  Adelia  McCabe,  was  born  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  April 
24,  1862,  and  passed  away  Dec.  11,  1940.  On  April  20,  1880,  she 
was  married  to  Stephen  Hathaway  of  La  Place,  111.,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  seven  children.  Four  of  the  children  preceded 
her  in  death,  and  her  husband  passed  away  in  1927.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  she  and  her  husband  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  lived  exemplary  lives.  The  family  lived  in 
La  Place  for  fifty  years,  then  moved  to  Decatur  and  later  to 
Kincaid.  During  the  last  year  when  she  was  bedfast  Sister 
Hathaway  endured  her  affliction  with  patience.  Besides  three 
children,  she  leaves  twelve  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  La  Place  by 
Brethren  Geo.  W.  Miller  and  Heister  Landes.  Burial  was  in  the 
La  Place  cemetery. — Geo.  W.  Miller,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Hinkle,  Sarah  E.,  aged  80,  died  Dec.  24,  1940,  at  the  Rocking- 
ham Memorial  hospital,  Harrisonburg,  Va.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Samuel  and  Catherine  Good  and  lived  her  entire  life 
in  the  Mill  Creek  community.  Her  husband,  Elias  Hinkle,  died 
twelve  years  ago.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Mill  Creek 
church.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two  grandchildren,  one 
sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Mill  Creek  church  by  Bro.  Homer  J.  Miller  and  Dr.  J.  Silas  Gar- 
rison. Burial  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Lera  Bowman  Jar- 
rels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

Hutchison,  Henry  Leonard,  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  Jan.  20, 
1870.  Two  years  later  the  family  moved  to  Oak  Hill  in  the  same 
state.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  married  to  Ella  V. 
Sanger  in  1896.  They  cleared  a  spot  of  timber  land,  established 
a  home  and  developed  a  productive  farm.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children.  There  remain  the  wife,  four  children,  three 
sisters  and  two  brothers.  While  a  lad  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  to  this  faith  remained  true.  His  record  of 
faithful  attendance  at  the  church  services  was  unusual.  He  was 
a  pioneer  citizen  of  this  community,  locating  near  Thomas  in 
1906.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits, 
in  which  he  made  an  outstanding  success.  His  death  on  Jan.  6 
followed  an  illness  of  several  months,  during  which  time  he  was 
very  patient.  Services  were  in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Bro.  H.  W.  Forney  and  Bishop  D.  R.  Eyster  of  the  Brethren 
in   Christ   Church. — Albert  Williams,   Thomas,   Okla. 

Johnson,  William  B.,  aged  72,  died  suddenly  Jan.  4,  1941,  while 
walking  along  a  country  road  near  Penn  Laird,  Va.  He  was  the 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Johnson  and  lived  his  en- 
tire life  in  the  East  Rockingham  community.  For  many  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Mill  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  three  years  ago,  and  one  daughter 
also  preceded  him.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  two  sisters 
and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
C.  E.  Long  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  bur- 
ial in  the  near-by  cemetery. — Lera  Bowman  Jarrels,  Penn  Laird, 
Va. 

Kahle,  Cynthia  Jane,  widow  of  W.  T.  Kahle,  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  10,  1856,  and  died  on  Dec.  5,  1940.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  she  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  She  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Smith 
Chapel.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  now  living,  two 
of  them  ministers,  W.  M.  Kahle  and  Eugene  H.  Kahle.  Her 
great  purpose  in  life  was  to  serve  God.  In  the  founding  of  Smith 
Chapel  she  took  two  of  her  babies  on  a  horse,  one  in  her  lap  and 
one  behind  her,  and  rode  over  miles  of  country  road  getting 
contributions  to  build  the  church.  She  and  her  husband  lived 
on  a  farm  and  did  not  have  large  incomes  to  depend  upon,  but 
she  always  held  to  the  faith  that  God  will  help.  She  was  a  loyal 
giver.  From  her  earnings  she  first  took  out  the  tenth,  and  used 
what  was  left  for  personal  expenses.  We  children  will  never 
forget  our  evening  family  prayers.  She  asked  God  for  things 
and  expected  to  receive  them.  When  the  end  came  it  was  with- 
out suffering.  We  children  feel  that  God  gave  us  a  wonderful 
mother.  She  set  a  standard  that  requires  high  living  to  measure 
up  to.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Smith  Chapel,  conducted 
by  Eld.  E.  L.  Clower  of  Fayetteville,  W.  Va.,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Z.  F.  Maberry,  Methodist  minister  of  her  community. — Eugene 
H.    Kahle,    Princeton,    W.    Va. 

Kilhefner,  Horace  K.,  son  of  the  late  Christian  and  Lydia 
Kemper  Kilhefner,  was  born  Sept.  10,  1858,  and  passed  away 
Jan.  8,  1941,  in  Ephrata,  Pa.  He  was  married  to  Catharine  Shump, 
who  preceded  him  in  death  twenty-six  years  ago.  During  the 
past   six   years   he   resided    with   his    daughter   and   for   the   last 
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three  years  was  blind.  His  whole  life  was  spent  in  Ephrata  and 
vicinity,  and  he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  fifty-five  years.  He  is  survived  by  seven  children, 
eight  grandchildren,  twelve  great-grandchildren,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  home  by  Bro. 
Abram  W.  Zuck.  Burial  was  in  the  Mohler  cemetery. — Mabel 
M.  Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

Kreider,   Bro.   Elam,   was  born  Dec.   3,   1857,   and   died  Nov.   25, 

1940.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  nine  children,  fifty  grandchil- 
dren and  fifteen  great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Mechanic  Grove  church.  A  daughter  preceded  him 
in  death  a  number  of  years  ago.  Funeral  services  in  the  Me- 
chanic Grove  church  were  conducted  by  Pastor  Rufus  P.  Bucher. 
Brethren  Lester  Bucher  and  Lester  Schreiber  assisted.  Interment 
■was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — Martha  A.  Bucher, 
Quarryville,  Pa. 

Miller,  Itha  Senora,  wife  of  Harvey  Miller,  was  born  June  1, 
1875,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna  Stroup.  She  lived  in 
Clinton  Township  until  five  years  after  her  marriage  on  Sept.  20, 
1896.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Rock  Run  church  in  her  early 
teens.  Death  came  on  Jan.  10  in  her  home  after  being  confined 
to  her  bed  eighteen  months  with  a  heart  ailment.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband  and  one  brother.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Christian  Service  class  and  a  faithful  attendant 
at  church  services  as  long  as  her  health  permitted.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Goshen  City  church,  of  which  she 
was  a  member  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Bro.  T.  E.  George 
officiated.  Burial  was  in  the  Rock  Run  cemetery. — Mrs.  Jesse 
Tully,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Miller,  William,  died  in  his  home  in  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  Jan.   19, 

1941,  aged  73  years.  He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  a  few 
months  and  contracted  influenza.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one 
son,  two  grandsons,  one  foster  son,  one  sister,  one  brother  and 
one  half  brother.  He  was  an  active  and  faithful  member  of  the 
West  Charleston  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  and  his  good  wife 
were  among  our  most  faithful  and  devoted  members.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  home  in  Tipp  City  by  Eld.  Claude 
Coppock  and  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery. 
— J.  C.  Flora,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Myers,  Mrs.  Mahala,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Miller, 
■was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ind.,  May  4,  1855,  and  died  at  the 
Marshalltown  Old  Folks'  Home  on  Jan.  15,  1941.  Aunt  Mahala, 
as  we  knew  her,  was  married  to  Eld.  Michael  Myers  in  1884. 
Their  labors  were  confined  largely  to  the  Southern  District  of 
Iowa.  Sister  Myers  served  acceptably  as  a  homemaker  and 
■stepmother.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
1875,  and  was  faithful  to  the  end,  always  cheerful  and  content. 
She  entered  the  Home  on  Oct.  5,  1930.  She  leaves  one  sister  and 
a  number  of  nephews  and  nieces.  Services  in  a  Marshalltown 
funeral  home  and  burial  at  Newton  were  conducted  by  the 
writer. — G.  W.  Keedy,  Marshalltown,   Iowa. 

Pinkey,  Ella  C,  wife  of  Bro.  Perry  Pinkey,  was  born  near 
Port  Republic,  Va.,  on  Aug.  16.  1892.  She  lived  most  of  her  life 
in  Rockingham  County.  She  died  at  her  home  near  Waynesboro, 
on  Dec.  29,  1940,  following  a  long  illness.  She  was  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  Mill  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was 
preceded  in  death  by  her  parents  and  two  children,  and  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  one  son  and  one  daughter.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  the  Mill  Creek  church  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Long 
and  Bro.  Homer  J.  Miller,  with  burial  in  the  near-by  cemetery.— 
Lera  Bowman  Jarrels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

Ridgely.  Oscar,  was  born  near  Olney,  111..  Dec.  13,  1866,  the 
son  of  George  Willis  and  Susan  Woods  Ridgely.  On  Sept.  19, 
1888,  he  was  married  to  Maranda  Bowers.  They  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary  in  1938.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
Walnut  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren  forty-five  years  ago  and 
was  a  faithful  attendant  at  the  church  services.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  and  six  children.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Walnut  Grove  church,  conducted  by  Bro.  Oliver  Dearing.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing, 
Calhoun,  111. 

Seese,  Archie  Merle,  was  born  Dec.  11,  1907,  at  Johnstown,  Pa., 
the  son  of  Frank  and  Emma  Shaffer  Seese.  Merle  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Johnstown  and  graduated  from  the  Central 
high  school.  He  had  reached  a  considerable  degree  of  attain- 
ment in  the  painting  of  pictures  and  in  playing  the  piano.  From 
childhood  he  was  interested  in  aviation.  Approximately  two 
hundred  times  he  had  made  safe  parachute  landings,  often  from 
high  altitudes.  He  earned  a  pilot's  license,  and  in  partnership 
with  a  close  friend,  purchased  an  airplane.  He  had  made  a 
number  of  flights  without  incident.  Before  his  fatal  flight  from 
Johnstown  to  Quakertown  on  Sept.  19  the  plane  had  been  offi- 
cially inspected  and  approved.  But  in  attempting  to  land  some- 
thing went  wrong  and  the  plane  nose-dived  and  burst  into 
flames.  Merle  and  his  companion  were  fatally  burned.  Merle 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Quakertown,  Pa., 
at  the  early  age  of  eleven.  He  was  loyal  to  the  church.  He 
lived  at  high  altitudes  in  the  realm  of  the  spirit.  His  good  life 
was  not  simply  a  matter  of  conforming  to  socially  accepted 
standards,  but  rather  the  natural  expression  of  a  pure  heart. 
He  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  Crusaders  Sun- 
day-school class  of  young  adults.  A  young  man  of  another 
church  presented  to  this  class  a  large  picture  of  Christ  at  prayer 
In  Gethsemane,  a  memorial  to  the  Christian  influence  of  Merle's 
life.  Surviving  are  his  parents  and  three  brothers.  Funeral 
services,  were  held   in  the  Roxbury  church  with  the  writer  in 


charge,  assisted  by  the  former  pastor,  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry.  Inter- 
ment was  in  Berkey  cemetery. — Lewis  H.  Brumbaugh,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 

Sensenbaugh,  Mary  A.,  aged  84,  died  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home 
near  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  some  months  ago.  Sister  Sensenbaugh 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Betsy  Sensenbaugh.  When  she  was  seven  years  old  her 
parents  moved  to  Indiana.  In  1886  she  went  to  Cerro  Gordo, 
111.,  to  keep  house  for  her  brother.  At  the  death  of  a  sister  in 
1889  she,  with  her  brother,  took  three  of  her  sister's  children  into 
the  home.  With  the  children  they  moved  to  Iowa  in  1895,  living 
at  various  places  until  1900,  when  they  went  to  Washington, 
Kans.  They  returned  to  Marshalltown  in  1913.  In  November, 
1939,  Miss  Sensenbaugh  and  her  brother  went  to  the  Home.  Be- 
sides the  brother  two  of  the  three  children  survive.  She  was 
baptized  in  1874  in  Indiana.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  J.  A.  Eby  at  the  Pursel  funeral  home  and  the  Iowa  River 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  F.  H.  Duft, 
Marshalltown.   Iowa. 

Shew,  Ellenora,  daughter  of  George  and  Lydia  Zumbrun,  was 
born  near  Trotwood,  Ohio,  May  3.  1851,  and  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  a  daughter  near  Dayton,  Dec.  28,  1940.  In  1874  she  was 
married  to  Charles  Shew,  who  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  but  for  many  years,  while 
living  with  her  daughter,  she  had  been  a  faithful  attendant  at 
the  Lower  Miami  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  one 
son,  two  daughters,  two  brothers,  twelve  grandchildren  and 
thirty-one  great  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  Clark  Dennison  of  the  Christian  Church  and  Eld.  Jesse 
Noffsinger. — Mrs.  Howard  Stebbins,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Switzer,  Phoebe  Shaffer,  daughter  of  Valentine  and  Delilah 
Shaffer,  was  born  March  8,  1877,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Monongahela,  Pa.,  on  Jan.  18,  1941.  She  was  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Switzer.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one  son,  her  mother,  three 
brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Frye 
funeral  home  in  Monongahela,  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  W.  H.  Neff, 
of  the  Pittsburgh  church,  of  which  she  'was  a  member. — M. 
Elizabeth   Barnett,   Pittsburgh,   Pa. 

Wilmoih,  Sabina  Spencer,  was  born  Oct.  27,  1875.  On  Dec.  2, 
1891,  she  married  Lee  Wilmoth,  who  preceded  her  in  death  Oct.  8, 
1932.  Mrs.  Wilmoth  labored  earnestly  in  the  efforts  of  the  church 
at  Allegheny,  filling  the  place  of  deacon's  wife,  and  opening  her 
home  to  the  ministers  and  summer  workers  who  labored  in  that 
community.  In  later  years  she  had  been  in  declining  health, 
bearing  untold  suffering  at  times.  Through  her  suffering  she 
maintained  a  remarkable  spirit  of  patience  that  was  a  testimony 
to  her  Christian  character.  The  end  came  very  suddenly  on 
Nov.  25.  She  is  survived  by  nine  daughters  and  two  sons.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  from  the  home  by  the  writer  and  Dr. 
Snyder  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery 
near  by. — Isaac  J.  Garber,  Durbin,  W.  Va. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


Arkansas 
Springdale. — Two  members  of  the  district  mission  board  met 
in  a  special  called  council  meeting  on  Jan.  23,  in  the  home  of 
Bro.  Leander  Smith.  After  some  discussion  by  members  of  the 
board  and  the  members  here,  it  was  passed  unanimously  to  open 
work  here  in  Springdale;  also  that  Bro.  Smith  will  devote  his 
entire  time  to  the  work  here  in  town.  Springdale  is  a  promising 
little  town  and  the  spiritual  harvest  is  ready.  This  is  a  berry, 
fruit  and  vegetable  locality,  with  a  large  number  of  working 
people.  We  plan  to  have  our  initial  meeting  early  in  February. 
— Mrs.  W.  H.  Farris,  Springdale,  Ark.,  Jan.  23. 

Delaware 
Wilmington. — On  Nov.  10  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference 
was  held  in  our  church,  at  which  time  the  baby  daughter  of 
our  pastor  and  wife  was  dedicated  by  Eld.  Ross  D.  Murphy.  Our 
pastor  spoke  at  the  union  Thanksgiving  service  held  on  Nov.  21. 
On  Nov.  24  a  very  interesting  play.  Such  as  I  Have,  was  given 
by  the  young  women  of  the  church.  The  Juniata  College  vol- 
unteers presented  an  inspiring  program  on  Dec.  1.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  7  Dr.  D.  M.  Parker  gave  an  illustrated  talk  on  his 
work  in  China,  and  on  Dec.  8  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  and  two  sons 
demonstrated  a  day  in  a  Chinese  Christian  home.  The  Christ- 
mas service  on  Dec.  22  featured  an  offering  of  food  for  distri- 
bution among  the  needy  of  the  community.  The  children  of  the 
Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas  program,  followed  by  a 
cantata,  While  Shepherds  Watched,  by  the  choir.  In  the  evening 
a  candlelight  and  carol  service  was  held.  On  Dec.  31  the  young 
people  sponsored  a  watch  night  service,  beginning  at  6:30  with 
a  covered  dish  supper  and  continuing  with  services  throughout 
the  evening  until  midnight.  Our  pastor  has  recently  finished  a 
series  of  sermons  on  love,  courtship  and  marriage  and  is  now 
conducting  a  series  on  the  parables  of  Jesus.  On  Jan.  5  the  audi- 
ence listened  with  interest  as  Miss  Josephine  Roscoe  of  Nigeria, 
Africa,  told  of  her  work  there.  At  our  midweek  service  we  have 
completed  a  study  of  the  Book  of  Romans.  During  January  we 
are  studying  missions.  During  February  the  midweek  service 
will  be  conducted  by  the  laymen  of  the  church.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  9,  with  Eld.  Ross  D.  Murphy  in  charge. 
Delegates  to  district  meeting  were  elected  as  follows:  Brethren 
J.  C.  Middlekauff  and  C.  J.  Harris:  alternate,  Mrs.  Harry  Max- 
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well.  We  voted  to  recommend  to  district  meeting  that  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  John  C.  Middlekauff,  be  made  an  elder.  The  Sunday- 
school  board  voted  to  give  ten  per  cent  of  our  Sunday-school 
offerings  to  missions.  This  was  approved  by  the  council.  Pre- 
Easter  services  will  be  held  from  March  30  to  April  9.  with  Bro. 
Nevin  H.  Zuck,  pastor  at  Ambler,  Pa.,  in  charge.  Our  pastor's 
broadcast  schedule  is  from  9:15  to  9:30  A.  M.  over  station  WDEL 
Feb.  8,  March  8  and  April  5.  The  penny-a-meal  cups  have 
brought  in  over  $63  to  date;  gifts  for  foreign  missions  have 
amounted  to  $106. — Mrs.  Fedora  Bristow,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Jan.  22. 

Illinois 

Champaign. — During  the  year  1940  the  church  has  been  very 
active.  Spiritual  blessing  followed  the  Bible  conference  and  the 
vacation  Bible  school  held  during  the  summer.  During  the  year 
there  were  thirty-five  baptized.  We  held  our  yearly  business 
meeting  on  Dec.  15,  when  we  elected  church  officers.  Bro.  W.  T. 
Heckman  was  elected  elder.  The  missionary  society  is  active  in 
raising  funds  to  be  used  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  ladies' 
aid  also  is  active.  They  helped  in  the  expenses  of  repairs  on  the 
church  and  parsonage,  and  gave  the  church  a  new  pulpit  Bible. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  year  of  consecration  and  work  for 
the  Lord. — Mrs.   Clyde   Lewis,   Champaign,   111.,   Jan.   27. 

Hurricane  Creek. — At  our  council  meeting  on  Dec.  28  Eld. 
D.  J.  Blickenstaff  and  Bro.  Dolar  Ritchey  were  present  to  assist 
in  the  election  of  two  deacons.  Those  chosen  were  Brethren 
Joe  Dooly  and  Robert  Dickson.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  Swinger 
was  unanimously  chosen  to  remain  here  as  our  pastor  for  the 
coming  year.  Sister  Martha  Dooly  was  chosen  Messenger  agent 
and  correspondent.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  children  of  the 
Sunday  school  rendered  a  Christmas  program.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
sectional  meeting  was  held  here  on  Dec.  29.  Bro.  Blickenstaff 
brought  the  morning  message,  Bro.  Ritchey  the  afternoon  mes- 
sage, and  Bro.  Swinger  spoke  in  the  evening.  Our  monthly  social 
meeting  was  a  Christmas  party  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Swinger.  Gifts  were  exchanged,  Bible  games  were  played, 
and  music  was  enjoyed.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  held  our  weekly 
prayer  meeting,  which  at  a  later  hour  took  the  form  of  a  watch 
service  for  the  incoming  year.  A  very  impressive  service  was 
conducted  by  Bro.  Swinger  at  the  midnight  hour.  A  program 
portraying  The  Life  of  Christ  in  Song  was  presented  in  November 
at  the  Romine  church.  On  Sunday  before  Christmas  our  Sunday 
school  presented  to  the  pastor  and  family  two  bushel  baskets  of 
groceries  and  a  set  of  dishes.  We  served  lunch  at  a  sale  re- 
cently and  netted  about  fifteen  dollars  for  the  church  work. 
Last  Sunday  we  presented  a  Bible  to  Bro.  Charles  Caylor  in 
appreciation  of  his  more  than  fourteen  years  of  continuous  serv- 
ice as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  We  are  now  look- 
ing forward  to  the  Bible  institute  to  be  held  here  Feb.  25  to  27. — 
Flora  Caylor  Dickson,  Mulberry  Grove,  111.,  Jan.  27. 

Indiana 
Eel  River. — On  Dec.  22  the  children  gave  a  Christmas  program 
in  the  afternoon.  On  Jan.  19  Bro.  Byron  Miller  brought  us  a 
message  and  in  the  evening  a  quartet  from  Manchester  College 
gave  a  musical  program.  We  are  planning  to  put  the  Gospel 
Messenger  in  every  home.  Several  from  here  assisted  at  the 
Mexico  Home  on  butchering  day.  The  aid  society  has  been  sew- 
ing for  the  Red  Cross. — Mrs.  Dan  Miller,  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
Jan.  29. 

English  Prairie. — We  held  our  communion  on  Nov.  2  at  the 
close  of  the  evangelistic  meetings.  Bro.  G.  S.  Strausbaugh 
preached  very  good  messages  and  officiated  at  our  love  feast.  We 
feel  greatly  benefited  by  his  being  with  us.  Three  were  baptized 
and  one  received  by  former  baptism.  Recently  a  man  and  wife 
and  their  two  daughters  were  baptized.  On  Nov.  24  the  young 
people  from  Allen  Chapel,  near  Kendallville,  gave  a  play,  The 
Lost  Church,  which  we  enjoyed  very  much.  On  Dec.  22  we  had 
a  Christmas  program  by  several  classes.  We  had  food  showers 
for  shut-ins  which  were  expressions  of  the  Christmas  spirit.  Two 
young  people's  classes  had  a  New  Year's  party  at  the  home  of 
their  teachers.  They  enjoyed  a  social  evening  with  a  chili  sup- 
per and  devotionals  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  Bro. 
John  Metzler  visited  us  on  Jan.  15  and  16.  We  enjoyed  a  fel- 
lowship supper  at  the  church  when  pictures  of  the  churches  of 
the  district  and  some  of  the  general  boards  were  shown.  Our  aid 
society  has  been  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross.  Recently  we  made  a 
comforter  for  a  family  whose  home  burned.  Brethren  Clemon 
Burger  and  Charles  Light  represented  our  church  at  the  special 
district  conference  at  the  West  Goshen  church.  We  are  joining 
the  one  hundred  per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  club. — Mrs.  Charles 
Light,  Howe,  Ind.,  Jan.  22. 

Markle.— In  October  Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger  of  Liberty  Cen- 
ter was  installed  with  his  wife  into  the  ministry  of  the  Markle 
congregation  by  Bro.  George  Deaton,  a  member  of  the  ministerial 
board.  Nov.  10  was  educational  day;  Bro.  Harshbarger's  mes- 
sage was  appropriate  to  the  theme.  On  Nov.  2  a  group  of  sing- 
ers from  Manchester  College  rendered  a  very  interesting  pro- 
gram. On  Dec.  22  the  children,  with  their  teachers,  rendered  an 
interesting  Christmas  program.  At  various  times  the  children 
give  us  songs  or  recitations  between  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
preaching  hour;  and  the  men's  chorus  renders  special  numbers. 
Our  Sunday  school  and  church  services  are  fairly  well  attended. 
From  the  pulpit  Bro.  Harshbarger  sometimes  calls  attention  to 
an  article  in  the  Gospel  Messenger.  The  birthday  celebration  of 
those  having  birthdays  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year 
was  held  on  Dec.   10  in  the  church  basement.     Our  speaker  for 


the  evening  was  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Roger  E.  Shively  of 
North  Manchester.  His  subject  was  The  Child  and  Its  Learning. 
On  Jan.  19  Bro.  Harshbarger  and  wife  attended  the  civilian  serv- 
ice meeting  at  Mexico  and  reported  to  the  church  on  Jan.  26. 
He  said  that  we  should  give  our  earnest  support  to  the  work  of 
providing  the  civilian  camps  for  our  conscientious  objectors.  He 
also  stated  that  the  Gospel  Messenger  would  keep  us  informed  on 
the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  and 
of  Civilian  Public  Service. — Mrs.  Lillian  Earhart,  Markle,  Ind., 
Jan.  28. 

Muncie. — The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  Christmas  bazaar  in  the  church 
basement  on  Dec.  20.  The  young  married  people's  class  served 
a  pancake  and  sausage  supper  in  connection  with  the  bazaar. 
On  Christmas  Eve  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  caroled  for  the  sick  in  our 
congregation.  At  an  impressive  white  gift  service  on  the  night 
of  Dec.  22  the  chorus  sang  several  Christmas  songs.  Our  chorus 
is  doing  fine  work  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Roger  Friar. 
On  Jan.  9  our  women  met  at  the  church  to  organize  the  women's 
work  group.  Mrs.  Bertha  Hunter,  district  president,  and  Mrs. 
Barnhart,  Southern  Indiana  district  vice-president,  were  with  us 
for  the  occasion.  Since  Mrs.  Hunter  is  now  located  here  she  is 
helping  the  organization  plan  many  things  for  the  coming  year. 
Our  pre-Easter  evangelistic  services  in  charge  of  Bro.  Ray  O. 
Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  will  begin  March  31.  On  Jan.  2  Mrs. 
Mansfield,  one  of  our  number,  passed  away.  A  few  months  ago 
we  celebrated  the  happy  occasion  of  Brother  and  Sister  L.  A. 
Moomaw's  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary. — Mrs.  Cletis  R.  Bowers, 
Muncie,  Ind.,  Jan.  23. 

Rock  Run. — Donald  Cripe  is  our  new  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent and  George  Weybright  has  charge  of  our  Sunday  evening 
services.  A  new  plan  is  to  have  our  children  enjoy  their  own 
Sunday-school  worship  services  apart  from  the  adults.  Our  home 
builders'  Sunday-school  class  of  youngest  married  folks  is  one 
of  our  most  active  groups,  helping  in  peace  work,  caring  for  the 
poor  and  engaging  in  many  other  activities.  We  have  a  large 
group  of  active  young  people.  Miriam  Weybright  served  in  the 
Brethren  peace  work  camp  at  Blough,  Pa.,  for  six  weeks  last 
summer.  At  our  harvest  meeting  Eldon  Evans,  a  young  minister 
from  New  Paris,  preached  for  us.  A  number  attended  our  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Camp  Mack;  Beulah  Leek  and  George  Wey- 
bright were  delegates.  The  latter  also  worked  at  our  conscien- 
tious objector  camp  in  Michigan  this  winter.  Our  young  moth- 
ers' study  club  meets  monthly  for  a  study  of  books  and  parents' 
magazines  and  general  discussions.  Our  aid  sews  for  our  own 
members,  for  relief  work  and  for  Bethany  Hospital.  We  have 
helped  Northern  Indiana  to  buy  blinds  for  Bethany  Hospital. 
Four  of  our  Sunday-school  girls  were  baptized  after  the  recent 
meetings  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins.  We 
have  been  helped  by  visits  of  Mary  Schaeffer  from  China;  the 
Bittingers  from  Africa;  Eld.  David  Metzler  of  Nappanee;  John 
Metzler,  our  district  fieldman,  and  others.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Bowman  of  Chicago  brought  us  their  wonderful  collection  of 
color  pictures  of  scenes  in  the  United  States  and  historic  old 
churches  of  America.  Many  of  our  churches  should  have  the 
benefit  of  these  lovely  pictures.  Our  church  recently  enter- 
tained the  Northern  Indiana  young  people's  conference.  Our 
offering  for  the  emergency  peace  camp  work  was  $83.  We  ap- 
preciated during  the  Christmas  vacation  the  visit  and  messages  of 
one  of  our  former  members,  J.  Fred  Ulery  of  Wenatchee,  Wash. 
We  had  a  one-hour  worship  service"  early  on  Christmas  morning; 
our  regular  Christmas  program  was  on  Christmas  Eve. — Nettie  C. 
Weybright,  Syracuse,  Ind.,   Jan.  23. 

Iowa 

Ottumwa. — Twelve  were  added  to  the  church  at  the  close  of 
our  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  fall.  We  observed  our  usual 
Thanksgiving  service  on  Nov.  28.  At  our  quarterly  business 
meeting  in  December  officers  for  the  following  year  were  elected. 
Our  Christmas  program  was  a  pageant  of  the  nativity,  The 
Adoration  of  the  Kings  and  Shepherds,  given  by  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  Sunday  school  on  the  Sunday  night  preceding  Christ- 
mas. We  also  had  a  white  gift  service,  and  needy  families  were 
made  happy.  The  children  decided  that  instead  of  having  their 
treats  as  usual  they  would  give  the  money  to  children  in  war- 
stricken  countries.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  had  supper  at  the 
church,  followed  by  a  watch  night  party.  Attendance  at  Sunday 
school,  church  and  other  meetings  is  encouraging.  We  have  a 
new  class  in  our  Sunday  school,  the  young  married  people's 
class.  We  have  decided  to  give  the  offering  of  the  first  Sunday 
of  each  month  to  missions.  Money  for  the  women's  projects 
has  been  raised  chiefly  by  freewill  offerings.  The  aid  society 
has  been  doing  quilting  and  embroidery  work,  which  are  our 
chief  means  of  raising  money.  The  men  of  the  church  enter- 
tained two  of  our  young  men  who  are  leaving  us,  and  presented 
each  with  a  Bible. — Mrs.  Charles  Albin,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Jan.  27. 

Robins. — The  trustee  board  held  its  annual  church  sale  in  No- 
vember. At  the  same  time  the  ladies'  aid  served  a  dinner.  All 
proceeds  went  into  the  church  treasury.  On  Dec.  8  we  observed 
Bible  Sunday  in  our  morning  service,  and  in  the  evening  we  en- 
tertained the  men's  group  of  the  eastern  section  of  Middle  Iowa, 
with  Bro.  Earl  Frantz  of  Grundy  Center  preaching  the  sermon. 
On  Dec.  31  Brother  and  Sister  D.  W.  Miller  celebrated  their 
fifty-sixth  wedding  anniversary  in  Sebring,  Fla.  As  has  been 
their  custom  for  seventeen  years,  they  went  to  Florida  in  the 
fall.  Our  church  has  made  some  improvements,  including  a  new 
roof  on  a  part  of  the  church.  On  Nov.  4  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  gave 
a    talk    and    showed    pictures    to    an    interested    audience.      The 
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ladies'  aid  held  its  annual  bazaar  and  chicken  supper  on  Dec.  4. 
The  group  gave  baskets  of  foodstuffs  to  needy  families  at  Christ- 
mas time.  The  evening  services  are  being  carried  on  by  the 
young  people;  they  have  presented  diversified  programs.  At  the 
last  members'  meeting  Mrs.  O.  A.  Myer  was  chosen  as  Messen- 
ger agent  for  another  year,  and  the  writer  was  chosen  church 
correspondent. — Mrs.   W.  R.  Knapp,  Marion,  Iowa,  Jan.  24. 

Kansas 
Wichita,  First. — Since  our  last  report  one  has  been  baptized 
and  two  letters  have  been  granted.  Four  have  been  received 
by  letter  since  Oct.  1.  The  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mar- 
garet Cadwell,  gave  in  simplified  form  some  of  the  choruses 
from  the  Messiah  for  our  Christmas  program.  The  primary  de- 
partment had  a  Christmas  party  instead  of  the  usual  miscel- 
laneous program.  Some  of  our  Sunday-school  classes  are  having 
an  occasional  achievement  day,  with  a  potluck  dinner,  in  the 
interest  of  the  church  building  fund.  One  class  on  one  of  these 
occasions  cleared  $60.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year  we 
had  a  mortgage-burning  service  in  celebration  of  the  fact  that 
our  church  and  parsonage  have  been  paid  for.  We  now  have 
$1,200  in  our  fund  for  the  new  church  building.  On  the  evening 
of  Jan.  12  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
Africa  which  was  very  realistic  and  inspiring.  Some  of  our 
young  men  are  giving  considerable  time  to  the  housing  project 
which  is  being  promoted  by  the  three  peace  churches  of  Wichita. 
There  is  a  growing  interest  in  our  church  play  nights  for  old 
and  young.  The  next  one  will  be  held  on  Jan.  24.  We  are  ex- 
pecting the  McPherson  male  quartet  to  give  us  a  service  of  song 
on  Feb.  2.  Our  church  will  co-operate  with  the  city  in  an  evan- 
gelistic campaign  from  Nov.  16  to  Dec.  7,  1941.  with  Dr.  Roy  L. 
Smith  of  Chicago  and  Dr.  Bob  Shuler  of  Los  Angeles,  ministers. 
We  also  will  have  a  revival  in  our  own  church  prior  to  that 
date.  Our  pastor  is  preaching  a  series  of  sermons  which  will 
lead  up  to  Passion  Week  and  Easter. — Dora  Cripe,  Wichita,  Kans., 
Jan.  23. 

Maryland 

Hagersiown. — Each  Sunday  afternoon  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsors 
the  broadcast.  The  Church  by  the  Side  of  the  Road,  over  station 
WJEJ,  Hagerstown.  A  paper,  The  Church  Visitor,  goes  to  every 
home  each  month.  This  is  edited  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  M. 
Robinson,  and  Perry  L.  Huffaker,  director  of  Christian  educa- 
tion. Bro.  Huffaker  has  been  installed  into  the  ministry.  Ruth 
the  Moabitess,  a  musical  drama,  was  presented  on  two  evenings 
lay  the  combined  choirs  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Huffaker. 
Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson,  well-known  evangelist  and  father  of  our 
pastor,  held  our  evangelistic  services  in  the  fall.  There  were 
thirty-five  converts  during  the  revival,  and  seventy-five  during 
the  year.  Mildred  Bittinger,  who  has  had  special  training  in 
children's  work  and  is  superintendent  of  the  primary  depart- 
ment, has  been  appointed  director  of  children's  work  of  our 
church.  There  are  four  groups  meeting  on  Sunday  evening:  the 
junior  Christian  Endeavor,  the  intermediates,  the  youth  forum 
and  the  adult  forum.  Christmas  was  observed  by  special  serv- 
ices on  Dec.  22.  A  very  impressive  candlelighting  and  conse- 
cration service  was  held  in  the  evening  with  special  music  by 
the  combined  choirs  and  special  numbers  by  the  junior  choir. 
A  reception  was  held  after  prayer  meeting  on  New  Year's  night 
to  celebrate  the  first  pastoral  anniversary  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Robinson  in  our  church.  The  district  young  people's  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Martinsburg  church  on  Jan.  12.  Bro.  Calvert  N. 
Ellis  of  Juniata  College,  who  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  Hag- 
erstown church  at  the  morning  service,  was  also  the  guest 
speaker  for  the  district  round  table.  The  women  are  planning  a 
program  and  tea  in  connection  with  opening  the  mission  offer- 
ing banks  on  Feb.  7.  Mrs.  P.  L.  Huffaker,  who  is  president  of 
our  women's  work,  is  in  charge  of  the  program.  We  have  been 
having  excellent  attendance  at  our  morning  and  evening  worship 
services  and  at  the  midweek  prayer  services.  The  Sunday-school 
board  had  its  quarterly  supper  and  business  meeting  on  Jan.  28 
in  the  church  school  auditorium,  at  which  a  delicious  turkey 
supper  was  served  by  the  kitchen  committee. — Alice  Bittinger, 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  Jan.  27. 

Michigan 

Midland. — We  have  been  improving  Our  church  basement  to 
make  a  more  suitable  place  for  the  children's  Sunday  school.  A 
nursery  has  been  petitioned  off,  the  walls  have  been  painted  and 
a  worship  center  has  been  made  which  seems  to  add  much  to 
the  spirit  of  worship.  A  Christmas  program  presented  by  the 
primary  department  was  well  attended  and  enjoyed.  We  are 
glad  to  have  Bro.  Arthur  Whisler  from  Beaverton  with  us  until 
we  can  secure  a  full-time  pastor.  Our  two  weeks  of  evangelistic 
meetings  were  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  Rarick. 
One  was  won  for  the  kingdom.  At  our  council  meeting  in  De- 
cember we  elected  Bro.  Perry  Hoover  elder  and  Bro.  Clair  Mc- 
Kimmy  trustee.  Our  women's  work  continues  with  Sister  Dora 
Ray  president  of  ladies'  aid  and  Mrs.  James  Rheinhart  president 
of  the  Bethany  club.  Our  Bethany  club  gave  several  dresses 
to  the  needy  at  Christmas  time.  Several  of  our  young  men  have 
received  their  questionnaires  for  the  draft. — Mrs.  Clair  Mc- 
Kimmy,   Midland,   Mich.,   Jan.    24. 

Shepherd. — In  October  we  had  our  missionary  program  at 
■which  our  project  envelopes  were  received.  The  ladies  of  the 
Midland  church  helped  with  the  program  by  presenting  the  play. 
Unto  the  Least  of  These.  Our  fall  revival  held  by  Brother  and 
Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  was  well  attended.     Five  were  received  into 


the  church  by  baptism.  At  the  December  council  meeting  plans 
were  made  for  redecorating  the  auditorium  of  our  church.  The 
women's  work  group  has  contributed  $25  toward  the  project 
and  also  donated  a  heater  for  the  baptistry.  Bro.  Glenn  Stauffer 
was  chosen  peace  director.  The  Christmas  activities  of  the 
church  included  the  following:  a  social  for  the  children  with 
seventy-six  mothers  and  children  attending,  an  exchange  of  gifts 
and  a  social  time  for  the  women's  work  group,  the  church  school 
program  and  a  white  gift  service.  Bro.  Harvey  Stauffer  is 
spending  the  winter  months  in  Sebring,  Fla.  Before  he  left,  the 
adult  Bible  class,  which  he  has  taught  for  several  years,  pre- 
sented him  with  a  worth-while  gift  in  appreciation  of  his  serv- 
ice. On  Jan.  26  Evelyn  Hoyle  gave  a  splendid  talk  on  juvenile 
delinquency  which  she  had  given  at  the  high  school  as  a  part 
of  her  school  course.  On  Jan.  26  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  the 
play,  The  Gospel  Messenger  Comes  to  Cedar  Grove.  The  offer- 
ing taken  at  this  meeting  will  pay  for  the  subscriptions  to  the 
Messenger,  which  is  being  sent  into  every  member's  home  in  the 
community. — Iva  A.  Harmon,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich.,  Jan.  28. 

Sugar  Ridge. — On  Oct.  13  Eld.  B.  A.  Miller  gave  us  one  of  his 
good  sermons.  He  is  now  preaching  since  our  pastor  moved 
away.  In  October  the  aid  society  served  a  chicken  supper  to  the 
Democratic  convention.  We  served  257  and  cleared  $100.67.  On 
Oct.  27  Bro.  L.  H.  Prowant,  our  former  pastor,  gave  us  a  splen- 
did sermon.  On  Nov.  6  we  met  in  special  council  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  parsonage.  We  decided  to  continue 
further  investigation  until  January.  The  father  and  son  banquet 
on  Nov.  14  had  a  small  attendance  on  account  of  cold  weather 
and  a  severe  wind  storm.  On  Nov.  24  we  were  glad  to  welcome 
Sister  Edith  Harter  of  California,  who  gave  us  a  good  talk.  She 
had  taught  school  here  for  several  years.  On  Dec.  14  the  aid 
society  had  a  food  and  fancy  goods  sale.  In  December  Bro. 
Homer  Kiracofe  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  gave  us  a  good 
sermon  on  The  Light  and  Life  of  Jesus.  At  the  council  meeting 
on  Jan.  4  it  was  decided  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  in  June. 
Two  committees  were  appointed  to  inquire  about  money  and 
material  for  the  parsonage. — Mrs.  Eliza  Blocher,  Custer,  Mich., 
Jan.  27. 

Montana 

Whitefish. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  Dec.  12  with 
a  goodly  per  cent  of  our  members  present  and  three  from  Proc- 
tor. Reports  from  the  pastor,  the  church  treasurer,  the  Sunday 
school  and  women's  work  were  accepted.  Bro.  Levi  Learn  from 
Proctor  gave  a  report.  Bro.  A.  R.  Fike  was  chosen  elder  for  one 
year;  Sister  Lizzy  Jones,  clerk;  Bro.  R.  E.  Cripe.  treasurer;  Sis- 
ter E.  Street,  Messenger  agent  and  correspondent.  We  decided 
to  hold  two  communions  a  year,  one  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
January  and  one  at  Easter.  On  Dec.  15  Bro.  Becker  went  to 
Proctor  to  conduct  a  service,  and  Sister  Becker  was  in  our  pul- 
pit. On  Dec.  22  the  Sunday  school  presented  a  program  entitled 
Christmas  Day  in  the  Morning.  White  gifts  were  brought  which 
were  later  delivered  to  needy  families.  A  silver  offering  was 
also  taken  for  world-wide  missions.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday 
school,  church  and  the  midweek  Bible  study  is  on  the  increase.— 
Lewis  Fry,  Whitefish,  Mont.,  Jan.  22. 

New  York 
King  Ferry. — We  held  our  December  council  earlier  than  usual 
because  our  elder,  Bro.  C.  W.  Zimmerman,  and  his  wife  expected 
to  leave  to  spend  the  winter  with  their  children  in  the  West. 
Good  reports  of  the  work  were  given.  Bro.  Floyd  Arnold,  leader 
of  the  young  people,  brought  two  interesting  speakers  to  the 
church  for  two  programs.  On  Nov.  24  Mrs.  Howard  Leonard 
gave  a  message  on  the  illegal  trial  of  Jesus.  On  Dec.  8  Mr.  Kok 
of  Cornell  University  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  China.  He  was 
born  in  China  and  expects  to  return  to  that  country  to  teach 
after  finishing  his  education  in  America.  The  Christmas  program 
was  given  on  Dec.  22,  when  a  number  of  young  people  and  chil- 
dren gave  the  pageant,  The  Angels  Sing.  Sister  Jervel  Bowman 
wrote  and  directed  it.  One  Christmas  offering  of  $9  was  for 
needy  families  at  home;  another  of  about  $26  was  for  district 
missions.  We  had  a  very  enjoyable  watch  night  service.  After 
our  regular  prayer  meeting  there  were  Bible  questions,  then  re- 
freshments and  finally  a  hymn  and  prayer  at  midnight.  The  aid 
society  met  for  a  day  in  December  to  mend  and  pack  clothing 
for  Europe.  We  expect  to  send  another  box  in  February.  We 
are  glad  to  report  that  seventy-five  per  cent  of  our  membership 
will  subscribe  for  the  Gospel  Messenger.  On  Feb.  2  we  expect 
to  have  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  with  us  for  a  message  on  China. 
She  is  taking  a  course  at  Cornell  University. — Mrs.  C.  W.  Roller, 
King  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29. 

Ohio 
Bear  Creek. — At  our  December  council  meeting  Bro.  P.  M.  Fil- 
brun  was  re-elected  elder  for  two  years.  The  Bear  Creek  con- 
gregation called  to  the  eldership  Brethren  Everett  Lentz  and  Al- 
bert Heeter,  who  have  been  serving  us  many  years  in  various 
capacities.  It  was  decided  to  have  the  church  correspondent 
act  as  church  historian.  Olive  Stoner  was  elected  to  do  this 
work.  The  women's  work  held  a  meeting  on  Dec.  1  with  a  good 
attendance.  The  Sunday  school  presented  a  Christmas  cantata 
entitled  The  Great  Deliverer.  The  Sunday  school  distributed 
seventeen  Christmas  baskets  to  the  needy  in  the  community. 
The  young  people  went  caroling  on  Christmas  Eve  and  delivered 
fruit  baskets  to  the  sick  and  aged.  There  were  forty-nine  pres- 
ent in  the  young  people's  class  on  Christmas  Sunday,  at  which 
time  a  collection  was  taken  for  the  young  people  in  India.    This 
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offering  of  $22  was  sent  by  air  mail  to  the  Lichtys  in  India.  Our 
average  Sunday-school  attendance  for  1940  was  199.  Several  of 
our  young  people  attended  the  winter  conference.  The  men's 
work  has  sponsored  the  erection  of  a  new  neon  sign  in  front  of 
the  church.  We  have  purchased  new  songbooks,  which  will  be 
dedicated  in  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Harry  Gilbert,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.   27. 

Brookville. — The  mother  and  daughter  society  had  ten  meet- 
ings during  the  year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  forty-six. 
We  have  two  missionary  meetings  every  year  with  the  Feder- 
ated Missionary  Organization  of  the  town.  Our  April  meeting 
was  a  family  night  attended  by  168  persons.  Rev.  J.  P.  Hendrix 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  was  our  guest  speaker.  The  total 
yearly  offerings  amounted  to  $249.45.  We  received  $30.08  from 
our  birthday  sale,  and  gave  $35  to  the  women's  work  project. 
Our  Christmas  was  made  happier  this  year  by  adopting  a  family 
consisting  of  a  widow  and  two  children.  They  were  the  object 
of  our  interest  and  gifts.  Mrs.  Mac  Mote  is  president,  Mrs.  Roy 
W.  Kuns,  vice-president,  and  the  undersigned  secretary-treasurer 
of  women's  work. — Mrs.  Charles  Price,  Brookville,  Ohio,  Jan.  29. 

Eaton. — Family  night  was  observed  in  October  with  a  fellow- 
ship supper  attended  by  130  persons.  This  meeting  was  under 
the  sponsorship  of  the  men's  work  committee.  The  young  mar- 
ried people's  class  has  been  doing  good  work,  including  painting 
of  the  beginners'  chairs,  church  tables  and  benches,  and  provid- 
ing a  rack  for  the  coats  of  the  primary  children.  Now  a  new 
church  sign  is  in  the  making.  The  Pioneer  girls  have  rendered 
several  musical  numbers  this  fall  and  thirteen  girls  of  this  group 
went  Christmas  caroling  on  Christmas  Eve.  The  young  people 
went  caroling  on  Christmas  morning  to  spread  cheer  to  the  shut- 
ins  and  the  lonely.  Over  one  hundred  were  present  on  Dec.  21 
at  our  annual  children's  party.  The  children  put  on  a  Christmas 
program,  had  a  gift  exchange  and  then  gathered  around  the 
tables  for  refreshments.  Our  attendance  at  this  party  is  grow- 
ing from  year  to  year.  Our  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22  was 
sponsored  by  the  Home  Builders'  class.  The  Eaton  church  re- 
sponded to  the  union  week  of  prayer  Jan.  5-9  by  co-operating 
with  the  other  churches.  One  meeting  was  held  in  our  church, 
and  Bro.  Frank  P.  Eby  delivered  the  message  in  the  United 
Brethren  church.  During  the  past  year  thirty-three  have  united 
with  the  church;  two  were  removed  by  death.  Our  average 
Sunday-school  attendance  has  grown  to  145  for  the  year  and  great 
interest  is  being  shown  in  the  work.  Our  revival  meetings  will 
be  held  from  March  17  to  30,  with  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  as  evangelist. — Cora  Geeting,  Eaton,  Ohio,  Jan.  27. 

Siony  Creek. — An  interesting  Christmas  program  was  given  by 
the  children  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22.  From  Dec.  26  to  Jan.  5 
Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  conducted  a  series  of  meet- 
ings for  us.  The  membership  was  much  encouraged  and 
strengthened.  Four  were  baptized  and  one  was  reclaimed.  Since 
the  close  of  these  meetings  an  influenza  epidemic  has  been  se- 
vere. The  schools  were  closed  for  two  weeks  and  the  churches 
for  one  Sunday.  The  pastor  is  planning  a  different  form  of  wor- 
ship for  the  next  few  months.  A  large  portion  of  the  sermon 
period  will  be  spent  in  reading  the  Bible.  By  this  method  we 
expect  to  read  the  Gospel  of  Luke.  The  women  reorganized  in 
December,  with  Mrs.  Luther  Keenan  as  president.  They  meet 
once  a  month,  with  an  attendance  of  about  twenty-five.  The 
treasurer  of  the  church  gives  a  report  of  income  and  expense 
every  month  through  the  church  bulletin. — Walter  Replogle, 
Bellefontaine,   Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

Oklahoma 
Thomas. — Three  of  our  young  people  were  at  Camp  Saline  last 
summer.  Bro.  Ed  R.  Herndon  is  our  elder;  Bro.  B.  F.  Stutz- 
man,  Sunday-school  superintendent;  Bro.  Albert  Williams,  Mes- 
senger agent;  the  writer,  Messenger  correspondent.  On  Oct.  28 
Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  gave  us  an  interesting  picture  of  relief  work 
being  done  in  war-torn  countries.  Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff  delivered 
the  morning  and  evening  messages  on  Nov.  18.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Nov.  11.  The  central  regional  B.  Y.  P.  D.  confer- 
ence of  this  district  was  held  at  our  church  on  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1. 
Bible  Sunday  was  observed  on  Dec.  8.  Christmas  programs  were 
given  at  both  the  morning  and  evening  services  on  Dec.  22.  The 
home  department  prepared  baskets  of  fruit  and  bouquets  of 
flowers  for  the  sick  and  shut-ins  on  Dec.  24.  The  men's  work 
organized  for  the  coming  year  with  Bro.  R.  E.  Gripe,  president; 
Bro.  B.  F.  Stutzman,  vice-president  and  Frank  Hutchison,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. Officers  for  the  coming  year  of  the  women's 
work  are:  president,  Sister  Haven  Hutchison;  secretary,  Mrs.  Leo 
Buss;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Frank  Hutchison.  The  women  are  now 
serving  the  midweek  dinner  to  the  Kiwanis  club  of  the  town. — 
Mrs.  Frank  Hutchison,  Thomas,  Okla.,  Jan.  27. 

Oregon 
Ashland.— A  number  of  our  members  attended  the  church  at 
work  conference  at  Grants  Pass  in  October.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  on  Nov.  10  with  fifty-six  attending.  Bro.  Ernest  J.  Wine  of 
Ashland  and  Bro.  C.  Noble  Stutsman  of  Grants  Pass  were  in 
charge.  We  enjoyed  the  visit  of  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  who 
gave  a  talk  and  showed  pictures  of  his  work  in  Europe.  He  also 
spoke  to  a  group  of  150  young  people  at  the  Southern  Oregon 
College  of  Education.  A  group  of  our  men  and  boys  were  guests 
at  a  father  and  son  banquet  given  by  the  Grants  Pass  group. 
On  Nov.  27  our  church  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Bro.  M.  C. 
Lininger,   our   elder    for   many   years.     Always   anxious   for   the 


progress  of  the  church,  he  is  greatly  missed.  His  ministry  began 
in  1908.  Since  that  time  he  had  faithfully  worked  with  the  Ash- 
land church  and  other  near-by  churches.  Several  from  Ashland 
went  to  Grants  Pass  to  hear  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  speak  of  con- 
ditions in  China.  A  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  Sun- 
day school  and  the  young  people.  Our  attendance  has  been 
small  this  winter  because  of  much  sickness  among  the  members. 
Recently  the  men's  group  elected  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
On  New  Year's  Eve  our  church  was  invited  with  the  Free 
Methodist  church  to  be  guests  at  a  watch  night  service  given 
by  the  Nazarene  church.  Bro.  Wine  was  one  of  the  speakers.— 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Lininger,  Ashland,  Oregon,  Jan.  23. 

Pennsylvania 

Akron. — A  two  weeks'  revival  service  closed  on  Jan.  19  with 
twenty-six  accepting  the  Lord.  Two  came  since  the  meetings 
closed.  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  was  the  evangelist.  One  united 
with  another  church.  The  rest  were  received  as  applicants  for 
baptism  on  Jan.  20,  with  baptismal  services  on  Jan.  21  at  the 
pool  at  the  Lancaster  city  church.  Bro.  Whitacre  preached  the 
gospel,  which  touched  the  hearts  of  both  saint  and  sinner. 
Services  were  well  attended,  with  overflowing  crowds  over  the 
week   ends. — George  B.  Wolf,   Akron,  Pa.,  Jan.  26. 

Brothersvalley. — We  met  in  council  on  Jan.  1  in  the  Pike  church 
at  Brotherton  to  reorganize  for  the  new  year.  Only  a  few 
changes  were  made  in  electing  officers.  Encouraging  reports 
were  read.  Our  Messenger  agent  reports  a  large  number  of  sub- 
scriptions for  the  paper.  Steps  are  being  taken  and  committees 
appointed  to  redecorate  the  church,  also  to  convert  the  basement 
into  Sunday-school  rooms  and  to  improve  the  church  grounds. 
Our  fall  love  feast  held  on  Nov.  6  was  well  attended.  Pastor 
H.  Q.  Rhodes  brought  the  Thanksgiving  message.  We  also  had 
union  services  in  the  Stony  Creek  church  auditorium  on  Nov.  27. 
Our  Christmas  service  on  Dec.  22  consisted  of  plays,  recitations 
and  music  by  the  children  and  young  people.  Because  of  un- 
favorable weather  conditions  and  illness  the  attendance  at  Sun- 
day-school and  church  services  has  not  been  as  large  as  usual. — 
Mrs.   A.   R.  Knepper,   Berlin,  Pa.,  Jan.   27. 

Lower  Conewago. — Pastor  O.  J.  Hassinger,  of  the  Huntsdale 
church,  preached  in  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  at  the  Wol- 
gamuth  church,  Dec.  1  to  12.  We  had  very  spiritual  song  serv- 
ices, including  renditions  by  choruses  from  adjoining  churches. 
Five  were  baptized.  The  Wolgamuth  Sunday  school  rendered  a 
Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22  at  the  Wolgamuth  church.  On 
the  same  date  the  Bermudian  Sunday  school  rendered  a  Christ- 
mas program  at  the  Bermudian  house.  On  Jan.  4  and  5  Bro. 
R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College  was  with  us  in  a  Bible 
institute  at  the  Bermudian  house.  On  Jan.  19  we  laid  away  one 
of  our  beloved  deaconesses,  Sister  George  Sowers.  She  was  a 
leader  in  her  official  capacity  in  the  church. — Ruth  Murphy  Har- 
lacher,   Dover,   Pa.,   Jan.    13. 

Meyersdale. — A  week  of  Christian  Emphasis  was  inaugurated 
on  Jan.  12  in  the  five  Protestant  churches  of  Meyersdale  and  a  few 
churches  in  the  adjoining  community.  In  all  the  churches  the 
pastors  preached  sermons  upon  the  same  themes.  The  guest 
speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Dr.  Frank  D.  Slutz,  Christian  lay- 
man and  educator,  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  During  the  week  Dr. 
Slutz  delivered  ten  excellent  addresses.  The  campaign  was  ac- 
claimed as  perhaps  the  greatest  and  most  productive  of  good  of 
any  co-operative  movement  of  a  similar  nature  in  the  history 
of  Meyersdale.  The  list  of  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
voted  at  the  morning  worship  period  Jan.  12  was  announced  by 
the  pastor  on  Sunday  morning.  All  officers  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  school,  including  teachers,  will  meet  with  the  pastor 
soon  to  discuss  matters  of  importance.  Delegates  have  been 
elected  to  attend  the  special  district  meeting  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, to  be  held  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Johnstown,  on 
Jan.  23.— W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

New  Fairview. — Nov.  3  was  rally  day.  The  offering  amounted 
to  $261.09.  Our  school  read  a  total  of  2,906  chapters  in  the  Bible 
during  the  past  week.  Bro.  Robert  Cocklin  held  a  two  weeks' 
revival  meeting.  Eight  were  baptized.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  financ- 
ing the  installation  of  a  sound  system  for  our  church.  Bro.  M.  J. 
Waltersdorff,  our  church  electrician,  is  furnishing  the  system.. 
Our  church  treasurer  gave  a  favorable  report  with  no  debts. 
On  Dec.  8  Bro.  H.  M.  Stover  gave  a  missionary  sermon  at  the 
morning  service.  In  the  evening  Mr.  Wright,  the  artist,  drew 
pictures  of  the  lost  sheep,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  sang  a  duet,  The 
Ninety  and  Nine,  and  Bro.  Stover  gave  a  sermon.  The  offering 
for  missions  amounted  to  $92.50. — H.  B.  Markey,  York,  Pa., 
Jan.  20. 

Windber. — We  are  happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst  our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Newton  D.  Cosner,  with  his  wife  and  daughter. 
Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  now  meets  under  the  leadership  of  Romayne 
Weaver  on  Wednesday  evenings,  beginning  with  a  devotional 
period,  continuing  with  a  program  designed  to  help  solve  life- 
centered  problems,  and  concluding  with  a  social  and  recreation 
period.  During  the  latter  part  of  1940  Bro.  H.  C.  Hess  of  Johns- 
town very  ably  filled  our  pulpit.  Under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
Merlin  Epley  of  Scalp  Level,  our  choir  has  been  rendering  much- 
appreciated  special  numbers  at  many  of  our  services,  and  helping 
in  the  congregational  singing.  On  Dec.  22  the  children  rendered 
a  Christmas  program  of  recitations,  songs  and  exercises.  The 
short  sermon  following  was  the  first  by  our  new  pastor.  In  the 
evening  a  cantata  and  pageant  were  given  by  the  choir  and  other 
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people.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  new  year  we  were  happy  to 
have  our  weekly  bulletin  reappear.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  united 
with  three  adjoining  congregations  in  singing  carols  at  the  old 
folks'  home  in  Scalp  Level  on  Christmas  Eve,  after  which  they 
visited  homes  of  shut-ins.  As  has  been  our  custom,  we  joined 
with  the  other  Protestant  churches  of  the  community  in  the  week 
of  prayer  services.  Our  pastor  preached  two  nights  during  the 
week  in  neighboring  churches.  At  our  council  on  Jan.  16  it  was 
planned  that  our  pastor  hold  Wednesday  evening  Lenten  serv- 
ices for  six  weeks  prior  to  Easter,  with  revival  services  each 
night  during  Passion  Week,  culminating  in  the  love  feast  on 
Easter  Sunday  evening.  It  was  also  decided  to  secure  a  minister 
to  help  in  a  revival  meeting  some  time  in  the  fall.  The  delegates 
from  the  fall  district  meeting  were  instructed  to  attend  the 
specially  called  district  meeting  on  Jan.  23  to  consider  the  alter- 
nate service  plan  for  conscientious  objectors.  A  father  and  son 
banquet  is  planned  for  March  21.  The  missionary  committee  has 
plans  for  a  junior  mission  study  group  to  meet  throughout  the 
winter  prior  to  the  Sunday  evening  services.  Our  pastor's  wife, 
Mrs.  Cosner,  will  lead  the  group  with  the  missionary  commit- 
tee assisting.  Also  on  the  missionary  schedule  are  missionary 
programs  for  March  30  and  June  29. — Mrs.  Calvin  L.  Blough, 
Windber,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

Virginia 

Linville  Creek. — The  district  men's  banquet  was  held  in  No- 
vember, with  Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg  as  guest  speak- 
er. Bro.  Galen  Fike  of  West  Virginia  brought  the  Thanksgiving 
message.  At  this  service  a  male  quartet  sang  several  selections. 
A  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  children  to  an  appreci- 
ative audience  on  Sunday  night  before  Christmas.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  distributed  Christmas  baskets  and  went  caroling.  There 
is  an  increased  interest  in  B.  Y.  P.  D.  work,  and  attendance  is 
growing.  The  new  plan  has  been  accepted  and  they  are  now  in 
their  second  unit  of  study.  The  aid  society  holds  all-day  meet- 
ings twice  each  month.  During  the  past  year  they  have  con- 
tributed freely  to  relief  work  both  in  clothing  and  in  funds. 
The  home  enrichment  department  gave  four  programs  at  the 
church  during  the  year  and  conducted  monthly  discussion  meet- 
ings at  the  home  of  our  director,  Mrs.  I.  W.  Miller.  A  number  of 
our  members  attended  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  held  at  Bridge- 
water  College  from  Jan.  5  to  10.  The  men's  organization  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  the  pastor  of  the  Lower  Lost  River 
church  this  last  year.  The  men  and  women  meet  monthly  at  the 
same  time  and  place.  These  meetings  are  well  attended  and 
much  good  is  accomplished.  The  men  have  sponsored  the  Gospel 
Messenger  club  subscriptions.  They  have  pledged  their  efforts 
to  organize  men's  work  in  at  least  one  other  congregation  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  church  met  in  council  on  Dec.  30.  A  com- 
mittee is  investigating  ways  and  means  of  doing  some  remodel- 
ing on  the  interior  of  our  church  building.  Bro.  Samuel  D.  Lind- 
say and  the  music  directors  from  the  churches  of  his  pastorate 
are  planning  Easter  programs.  The  adults  and  the  children  will 
give  their  programs  separately  this  year. — Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Renalds,   Linville,    Va.,   Jan.   22. 

Pleasant  Valley. — At  our  council  on  New  Year's  Day  a  letter 
from  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  in  China  was  read.  The  finance 
committee's  recommendation  to  use  envelopes  again  was  ac- 
cepted. Arrangements  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  pastoral  committee.  The  yard  committee  of  last 
year  reported  a  new  furnace  had  been  bought  for  the  church. 
The  pastor  gave  a  brief  talk  and  recommended  that  our  love  feast 
be  held  on  Sunday  hereafter.  We  presented  a  play  entitled  Star 
Gleams  on  Christmas  Eve.  Mrs.  Byron  Flory,  returned  mis- 
sionary, spoke  on  mission  day  on  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China. 
Members  of  the  women's  work  will  report  on  several  chapters  of 
the  book  at  the  next  meeting.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  started  to 
study  homebuilding.  This  study  is  in  the  form  of  discussions 
held  at  the  parsonage  recreation  room  on  Sunday  nights.  Our 
church  was  well  represented  at  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  held 
at  Bridgewater.  Our  church  attendance  is  keeping  up,  with  an 
average  of  200.  The  senior  aid  society  has  been  quilting  one  or 
two  days  each  week.  Since  Dec.  1,  1939,  five  members  of  our 
church  have  passed  away:  Brethren  W.  C.  Wampler,  I.  J.  Driver, 
Benjamin  Cline  and  J.  D.  Miller  and  Sister  Sallie  Wright. — Mrs. 
J.  H.  Bosserman,  Jr.,  Mt.  Sidney,  Va.,  Jan.  11. 

Timberville. — On  Sept.  1  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Eld. 
L.  M.  Clower  brought  the  message  at  the  morning  worship. 
Visiting  ministers  with  sermons  of  uplift  in  recent  weeks  have 
been  Joseph  W.  Miller  of  Broadway.  Dr.  John  S.  Flory  of  Bridge- 
water  and  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  regional  director.  The  union 
Thanksgiving  worship  was  held  in  our  church  with  Rev.  A.  W. 
Barley  of  the  Reformed  church  preaching  the  sermon.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  church  on  Nov.  9  with  Eld. 
S.  L.  Garber  officiating.  The  children's  department  of  the  Tim- 
berville church  presented  a  Christmas  program  on  the  morning  of 
Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  young  people's  and 
adult  departments  presented  the  pageant.  Why  the  Chimes  Rang. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  also  presented  a  play  in  the  high  school  audi- 
torium in  December.  The  Mt.  Olivet  church  school  gave  the 
pageant,  The  Lost  Christmas,  on  Christmas  night.  Two  im- 
portant meetings  in  the  interest  of  peace  were  held  in  our 
church — the  district  peace  rally  on  Sept.  29  and  the  special  dis- 
trict conference  on  Jan.  12.  The  women  of  the  church  have  re- 
organized with  the  writer  in  charge.  The  church  school  has 
chosen    Randolph    Garber    superintendent    and    Mrs.    Willie    Hite 


superintendent  of  the  children's  department.  A  number  from  the 
church  attended  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater,  Jan. 
6  to  10. — Pauline  M.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va.,  Jan.  13. 

Troutville. — Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter  of  Luray  began  a  series  of 
evangelistic  meetings  on  Nov.  3  which  continued  over  a  period 
of  two  weeks.  A  special  message  in  song  was  given  each  eve- 
ning. Thirteen  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism,  adminis- 
tered at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  and  again  on  the  evening  of  our 
love  feast  on  Nov.  18.  About  200  were  present  at  this  spiritual 
feast,  the  largest  attendance  for  some  years.  Pastor  E.  C.  Woodie 
conducted  the  Thanksgiving  service,  at  which  an  offering  of  $233 
was  received.  A  Christmas  program,  entitled  Christmas  Memo- 
ries, was  given  on  Dec.  22.  The  Christmas  offering  amounted  to 
$66.  The  committee  on  church  improvement  has  received  suffi- 
cient funds  for  purchasing  new  pews  for  our  auditorium.  At  the 
regular  council  held  on  Jan.  12,  it  was  decided  to  make  some 
change  in  the  Sunday  appointments  at  the  Troutville  church. 
Instead  of  three  day  services  we  will  have  two  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  two  in  the  evening.  Our  congregation  decided  to  share 
in  the  support  of  the  Brethren  service  camps.  Very  encouraging 
reports  were  given  by  the  church  and  mission  treasurers  and  by 
the  pastor.  The  aid  society  continues  to  meet  twice  each  month. 
It  has  sponsored  several  worth-while  projects,  and  has  done 
sewing  for  relief.  The  young  people  have  recently  organized  a 
study  group  with  Fred  Woodie  as  their  leader  and  Mary  Phelps, 
W.  A.  Reid  and  Raymond  Kinzie  as  adult  advisers. — Frankie 
Showalter,  Troutville,  Va.,  Jan.  18. 

West  Virginia 

Old  Furnace. — On  Dec.  1  a  committee  of  five  brethren  met 
with  our  congregation  to  divide  the  Wiley  Ford  church  from  the 
Old  Furnace  church,  making  it  a  congregation  of  its  own.  Our 
Christmas  program  was  given  on  the  Sunday  night  before  Christ- 
mas. The  first  part  of  the  program  was  given  by  the  children 
and  then  a  short  play.  The  Song  in  the  Air,  was  well  rendered  by 
some  of  the  young  people.  At  the  December  meeting  of  our  aid 
society  Ruth  Whitacre  was  made  president.  The  building  fund 
is  being  increased  by  a  contest  between  the  young  married 
people's  class  and  the  young  people's  class.  The  two  classes 
turned  over  $35  to  the  building  committee  after  their  joint  class 
meeting  on  Jan.  11.  Different  organizations  have  begun  building 
funds.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church  on  Sunday 
morning  as  well  as  at  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  programs  on  Sunday  night 
is  keeping  up  well. — Mrs.  Ruth  Whitacre,  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  16. 

Petersburg. — Our  church  has  been  making  progress  in  its  va- 
rious activities  during  the  last  year.  The  aid  society  has  been 
doing  splendid  work  in  many  ways.  It  gave  $100  for  the  debt  on 
the  new  church,  contributed  to  the  fund  for  street  improvement 
in  front  of  the  church,  at  Christmas  time  donated  materials  and 
made  clothing  for  some  of  the  poorer  members  and  sent  baskets 
to  needy  families,  collected  clothing  and  bedding  for  war  relief, 
and  bought  carpet  for  the  aisles  of  the  church.  The  women  are 
using  various  methods  for  raising  money,  such  as  food  sales, 
quilting,  serving  meals,  offerings,  and  holiday  plates.  Stand  By 
for  China  is  the  study  book  for  this  year.  The  young  people 
cultivated  a  patch  of  potatoes  as  a  special  project  for  raising 
money  during  the  past  year.  They  aided  some  needy  children  in 
the  community  at  Christmas  time,  among  them  some  colored 
children.  Five  young  people  attended  young  people's  camp  at 
Camp  Galilee.  They  are  sponsoring  a  midweek  Bible  class  dur- 
ing the  winter  months  which  is  led  by  our  pastor.  The  primary 
class  of  the  Sunday  school  set  a  fine  example  for  interest  and 
progress  by  purchasing  a  rug  for  the  church  rostrum.  At  the 
union  Thanksgiving  service  held  in  our  church  Rev.  Marrow  of 
the  Methodist  church  gave  the  sermon.  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe  of 
Bridgewater  College  preached  the  sermon  at  the  union  service  in 
the  Presbyterian  church  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  December.  On 
the  evening  of  Dec.  22  a  splendid  Christmas  play  was  given, 
Christmas  With  the  Home  Folks.  Some  of  our  families  are  using 
the  cups  on  the  table  for  raising  money  for  war  relief.  During 
the  month  of  October  the  special  emphasis  was  on  attendance  at 
all  the  services  of  the  church.  Our  fall  communion  was  held 
with  the  Brick  church.  The  service  was  highly  appreciated  with 
a  good  attendance.  Early  in  the  fall  the  congregation  came  to- 
gether for  a  fellowship  supper.  Bro.  Carl  Welch,  our  former  pas- 
tor, was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  current 
year.  One  was  baptized  and  seven  were  received  by  letter  since 
the  new  church  year  began. — Fleta  Shobe,  Petersburg,  W.  Va., 
Jan.  25. 

Smiths  Chapel. — A  very  inspirational  love  feast  with  large 
attendance  was  held  on  Oct.  18,  with  Eld.  S.  P.  Bowman  officiat- 
ing. On  Oct.  24  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  met  at  the  home  of  Bro.  E.  H. 
Kahle  for  reorganization.  Our  new  president  is  Martha  Harmon. 
Several  new  members  were  received  into  the  organization.  On 
the  evening  of  Dec.  21  and  on  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  22,  our 
pastor,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Broughman,  brought  messages  of  the 
yuletide.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  the  young  people  presented 
a  play  entitled  Prince  of  Peace.  Our  junior  and  intermediate 
Sunday-school  classes  presented  Ourselves  and  Others.  Our 
missionary  offering  was  $5.  Interest  in  our  Sunday  school  is  ex- 
ceptional.— Onida  Kahle,  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  3. 

Upper  Lost  River. — The  past  year  will  be  remembered  for  its 
many  experiences,  the  most  important  of  which  may  have  been 
the  completion  and  dedication  of  our  new  church.  Sept.  1 
marked  the  close  of  an  inspiring  series  of  meetings  conducted  by 
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Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Rockingham,  Va.  Interest  and  at- 
tendance increased  nightly.  A  beautiful  reconsecration  service, 
which  Vas  impressive,  followed  the  first  Sunday  sermon.  Nine- 
teen were  baptized  and  two  were  reconsecrated.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Aug.  31,  with  Bro.  Muntzing  officiating.  Bro.  Muntz- 
ing visited  in  many  homes,  and  the  church  community  feels  it 
has  been  blessed.  A  community  singing  was  held  at  the  church 
on  Sept.  29.  A  sacred  pageant,  Follow  the  Star,  was  given  on 
Dec.  23.  On  Jan.  4  at  the  business  meeting  the  Sunday  school  was 
reorganized,  and  a  new  elder  was  elected.  Our  presiding  elder, 
Bro.  S.  W.  See,  who  has  served  us  so  long  and  so  well,  tendered 
his  resignation.  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing  was  elected  elder.  Wen- 
dell C.  Mathias  was  licensed  to  preach.  We  lost  two  members  by 
death  recently,  Sister  Una  Wilkins,  aged  twenty-six,  and  Sister 
Cora  E.  Kohne,  aged  fifty  years. — Mrs.  Sadie  Mathias,  Mathias, 
W.  Va.,  Jan.  20. 

Valley  River. — Our  attendance  in  the  Sunday  school  is  keeping 
up  well  during  the  winter  months.  Attendance  at  prayer  meet- 
ings has  increased  with  the  coming  of  cold  weather.  On  Nov.  20 
the  aid  society  held  its  annual  bake  sale,  and  on  Dec.  14  the  jun- 
ior aid  held  its  first  bake  sale.  This  group  was  organized  during 
the  past  year.  The  men's  group  had  charge  of  the  Thanksgiving 
service.  The  women's  group  gave  the  play,  Silent  Night,  on 
Dec.  15.  The  young  people  and  children  sponsored  our  Christ- 
mas program,  giving  the  play,  The  Whole  Family's  Christmas 
Tree,  to  a  large  audience  on  Dec.  22.  The  district  board  of  ad- 
ministration met  in  the  Junior  church  on  Nov.  30.  Several  ques- 
tions of  vital  importance  were  discussed,  among  them  the  peace 
question.  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd,  our  pastor,  was  granted  a  leave 
of  absence  for  two  or  three  months,  to  spend  the  time  in  study  at 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  We  miss  the  regular  preaching  serv- 
ices, but  the  groups  mentioned  above  are  carrying  on  splendidly 
during  his  absence.  We  appreciate  his  weekly  message  to  us, 
and  are  looking  forward  eagerly  to  his  return.  The  watch  night 
service  was  participated  in  by  all  the  churches  of  the  town. — 
Ermina  Miller,  Junior,  W.  Va.,  Jan.   18. 

Wiley  Ford. — We  were  richly  blessed  in  a  two  weeks'  revival 
and  consecration  service  under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  E.  A. 
Lambert,  of  Cherry  Grove.  The  climax  of  the  meeting  was  the 
love  feast  on  the  night  of  Oct.  13,  with  about  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  membership  present.  Mrs.  O.  P.  Jones,  the  district 
peace  representative,  was  with  us  the  night  of  Oct.  20.  We  have 
been  giving  financially  in  a  small  way  to  the  peace  program  of 
the  church.  Nov.  10  was  observed  as  educational  and  peace  Sun- 
day. Bro.  Vernon  Shanholtz  delivered  the  sermons.  Sister  Ag- 
nes Border,  a  young  minister  from  the  Cumberland  Church  of  the 


Brethren,  was  with  us  on  Nov.  21  and  delivered  a  very  helpful 
Thanksgiving  sermon.  At  this  meeting  a  missionary  offering  was 
received.  On  Dec.  1  our  church  met  with  the  members  of  the 
Old  Furnace  church  in  the  presence  of  this  district  committee 
of  elders  to  organize  a  separate  congregation.  On  Wednesday 
nights  of  November  and  December  we  studied  the  book,  The  Doc- 
trine of  Peace.  In  connection  with  this  study  Bro.  Shanholtz 
preached  a  series  of  messages  from  Isa.  9:6.  On  Jan.  19  the 
young  people  will  give  a  play  entitled  Jesus,  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
after  which  Bro.  Shanholtz  will  deliver  his  closing  message. 
On  Dec.  15,  second  anniversary  Sunday,  Eld.  Ray  Showalter,  the 
new  pastor  of  the  Keyser  church,  delivered  a  strong  and  helpful 
sermon  on  peace.  We  greatly  appreciate  what  the  neighboring 
churches  are  doing  for  us.  On  Dec.  22  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a 
short  Christmas  drama  entitled  Christmas  Eve  in  Judea,  fol- 
lowed by  a  Christmas  pageant.  Children  of  the  Inn.  The  Sunday 
school  rendered  a  program  on  Christmas  night,  at  which  time 
a  missionary  offering  was  received.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  twenty- 
eight  Christmas  baskets  to  the  aged,  shut-ins  and  needy.  Prior 
to  this  time  they  gave  baskets  of  groceries  to  the  needy.  A  help- 
ful watch  service  was  in  charge  of  the  young  people.  The  av- 
erage Sunday-school  attendance  for  the  quarter  was  eighty-five. 
The  women's  work  and  aid  society  continue  their  activities.  The 
adult  Bible  class  organization  is  doing  a  splendid  work. — Mae 
Shanholtz,  Ridgeley,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  15. 

Wisconsin 

Stanley.- — At  our  communion  service  on  the  night  of  Nov.  11 
only  twenty-three  were  able  to  attend  because  of  a  severe  storm. 
Arrangements  were  then  made  for  another  service  to  be  held 
on  Nov.  22  when  those  who  were  unable  to  get  to  the  first  serv- 
ice could  commune.  A  number  who  had  recently  been  received 
into  the  church  took  their  first  communion.  At  the  quarterly 
council  on  Dec.  10  letters  of  membership  were  granted  to  four 
who  have  moved  west.  A  committee  reported  that  wood  had 
been  cut  and  delivered  to  the  church.  Reports  were  given  by 
representatives  of  the  different  organizations  of  the  church.  A 
unanimous  vote  elected  Bro.  D.  D.  Funderburg  elder  for  one 
year.  The  writer  was  made  Gospel  Messenger  agent  and  corre- 
spondent. The  Sunday  school  gave  a  very  good  Christmas  pro- 
gram on  Dec.  23  and  an  offering  of  $22.31  was  received  for  world- 
wide missions.  The  Sunday-school  work  is  progressing.  The 
treasurer's  report  shows  that  more  money  has  been  sent  to  the 
mission  boards  than  was  used  to  carry  on  the  local  school.  Sis- 
ter Nora  Winkler  was  re-elected  president  of  the  aid  society. 
On  March  24  the  aid  will  serve  supper  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce.— Mrs.   Jacob    Winkler,    Stanley,    Wis.,   Jan.    18. 
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Indiana.     Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert  is  the  pastor. 
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Back  to  Dust 

BY  RUSSELL  GREENE  WEST 


It  was  many  years  ago  that  a  young 
man  and  his  wife  staked  off  a  claim  on 
the  plains  of  northwestern  Texas.  There 
upon  the  open  prairie,  the  homeland  of 
the  antelope  and  reindeer,  the  buffalo  and 
coyote,  with  no  visible  landmark  on  the 
broad  horizon,  they  dug  themselves  a 
hole  in  the  black  soil,  covered  it  with  a 
crude  roof  and  called  it  "home." 

Then  in  the  passing  of  the  long  years 
this  little  dugout  became  a  real  home  and 
civilization  settled  in  around  them.  Shade 
trees  were  planted  and  lovely  flowers 
sprang  up  and  spread  their  perfume  in 
the  summer  sunshine.  The  joyful  sound 
of  flocks  and  herds,  the  gay  laughter  and 
song  of  growing  children,  made  glad  the 
passing  years.  In  brotherly  kindness  this 
pioneer  Brethren  couple  joined  them- 
selves with  friends  and  neighbors  to  pre- 
pare places  of  education  and  worship. 

It  was  in  the  early  springtime — his  last 
— that  I  saw  him,  this  man  of  the  western 
plains.  There  amid  the  tons  and  tons  of 
worn-out  machinery — a  scene  that  re- 
sembled some  ancient  field  of  battle — I 
saw  him  hobbling  on  his  peg  leg  among 
the  ruins  of  a  lifetime  of  honest  toil. 


"You  certainly  have  worn  out  a  lot  of 
machinery,"  I  said.  "This  really  looks 
like  a  battleground  out  here." 

Then  straightening  himself  up  like  a 
man  in  his  early  twenties,  planting  his 
pitchfork  in  the  black  soil,  and  surveying 
the  scene  with  a  look  of  triumph,  he  an- 
swered: "Well,  I  suppose  I  have.  I've 
not  only  worn  out  a  lot  of  machinery,  but 
I'm  getting  pretty  well  worn  myself." 

"Would  you  mind  to  stand  over  there 
against  this  machinery?"  I  asked,  point- 
ing out  a  good  location  for  a  picture.  "You 
see,  I've  been  told  by  the  neighbors  that 
your  conscience  will  not  allow  you  to  sell 
this  machinery  and  I  have  a  feeling  that 
the  world  would  like  to  know  your  story." 

Then  taking  his  place  beside  the  twisted 
machinery  he  admitted  very  modestly: 
"Yes,  I  have  had  a  lot  of  buyers  recently, 
and  I  really  would  like  to  get  rid  of  this 
junk.  And,  of  course,  I  could  use  the 
money  just  now  to  a  pretty  good  advan- 
tage. But  I  just  tell  them,  'I  thank  you 
very  kindly  for  your  offer,  but  I  have  de- 
cided to  let  this  machinery  go  back  to 
dust.'  " 

Pampa,  Tex.  (See  Page  24) 
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EDITORIAL 


Common  Sense  Even  Now 

"In  an  armed  and  marching  world  of  falling 
and  conquering  empires  our  goal  must  be  self- 
preservation  through  self-discipline.  We  are 
threatened  not  so  much  from  without  as  from 
within;  no  great  nation  has  ever  been  overcome 
until  it  has  destroyed  itself.  Our  enemies  are 
not  abroad,  nor  are  they  the  aliens  among  us. 
...  It  is  ourselves  whom  we  must  overcome. 
If  we  can  discipline  ourselves  we  shall  be  free." 

Sounds  like  the  visionary  vaporings  of  some 
pacifist  preacher  who  cannot  see  realities  right 
before  his  eyes,  doesn't  it?  Unusual  things  are 
happening  these  days.  That  was  Will  Durant  in 
the  Saturday  Evening  Post.  Here  is  a  little  more 
of  his  strange  doctrine: 

"We  cannot  destroy  fascism  with  war;  it  would 
win  even  in  defeat.  We  can  destroy  it  only  by 
showing  that  liberty  is  more  creative  than  tyran- 
ny, that  free  men  can  discipline  their  freedom  and 
that  we — not  those  others — have  found  the  way." 

How  refreshing  it  is  to  find  a  little  common 
sense  asserting  itself  now  and  then  against  the 
background  of  our  present-day  insanity!  That  it 
turns  out  to  be  the  same  thing  that  Jesus  taught 
doesn't  hurt  it  at  all.  E.  F. 

What  to  Do  About  the  Moral  Law 
of  the  Universe 

Suppose  somebody  has  done  something  which 
deserves  the  swift  judgment  of  God,  a  bolt  of 
lightning,  say,  or  a  deadly  germ  in  his  coffee,  and 
the  judgment  doesn't  come.  The  man  just  goes 
right  on  in  apparent  prosperity  and  the  moral  law 
of  the  universe  is  about  to  be  upset.  What  can 
you  do  to  set  things  right? 

That  has  been  the  most  troublesome  problem  of 
prophets  and  sages  in.  all  ages.  The  temptation 
to  take  firm  hold  of  the  moral  law  of  the  universe 


and  see  that  it  gets  to  working  promptly  and  prop- 
erly is  very  powerful.  Most  mortals  find  them- 
selves unable  to  resist  it,  but  yielding  is  always  a 
mistake,  sometimes  an  irretrievably  disastrous 
mistake. 

The  probability  is  very  high  that  the  moral  law 
of  the  universe  is  working  all  right.  Our  vision 
is  too  limited  to  make  us  competent  judges.  We 
cannot  see  all  the  factors  involved  and  we  are  es- 
pecially shortsighted  with  reference  to  the  time 
factor.  We  are  too  impatient  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  that. 

Our  chief  responsibility  lies,  first,  in  keeping 
ourselves  rightly  adjusted  to  this  law  and,  second, 
in  leaving  the  operation  of  it  to  its  Originator. 

E.  F. 

Streamlining  the  Church  Program 

There  was  a  time  when  we  had  no  church 
paper.  Then  came  the  period  when  there  were 
papers  east  and  west  until  on  account  of  the  multi- 
tude of  voices  our  people  must  have  become  some- 
what confused.  At  least  in  the  early  eighties 
there  were  the  strange  phenomena  of  the  church 
constituency  dividing  and  the  publishing  ven- 
tures being  consolidated!  Since  1883  our  publish- 
ing activities  have  settled  down  into  a  more  even 
course.  Yet  we  are  and  always  will  be  faced  with 
the  problem  of  answering  to  the  changing  needs 
of  the  church. 

From  sixty  to  seventy  years  ago  interest  in  edu- 
cation began  to  skyrocket  in  our  church.  The 
Educational  Blue  Book  and  Directory  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  gives  a  list  of  about  three 
dozen  educational  institutions  sponsored  in  some 
measure  by  the  Brethren.  We  have  today  six  col- 
leges and  one  seminary.  Thus  the  figures  show 
a  tremendous  mortality  rate.  One  explanation  is 
that  we  were  too  enthusiastic  in  the  matter  of 
starting  schools.     The  writer  is  more  inclined  to 
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feel  that  such  a  process  of  trial  and  error  was  in- 
evitable. What  we  have  had  at  any  given  time 
roughly  represents  felt  need.  The  really  impor- 
tant thing  is  to  keep  our  educational  program 
streamlined,  or  responsive  to  the  clearest  under- 
standing of  current  educational  requirements. 
This  is  the  best  that  any  generation  can  do. 

If  we  understand  the  religious  educational  situ- 
ation, here  is  another  broad  area  in  which  we  are 
feeling  our  way  both  as  to  need  and  the  adequate 
response.  Why  does  Sunday-school  enrollment 
remain  stationary  in  a  church  with  a  growing 
constituency?  We  do  not  profess  to  have  the  an- 
swer, but  we  do  suggest  that  here  is  a  problem 
ripe  for  rethinking,  and  for  streamlining  of  the  re- 
quired program.  So  also  for  the  preaching  serv- 
ice, now  being  elaborated  into  a  worship  service. 
Here  one  can  see  and  feel  a  shift  in  emphasis  tak- 
ing place.  The  new  appeal  is  that  of  beauty  and 
pageantry  through  the  eye  gate,  and  of  rhythm 
and  music  through  the  ear  gate.  There  is  def- 
initely less  strain  on  the  intellect  than  when  ser- 
mons were  the  main  thing  and  sometimes  two 
hours  long. 

Inevitably  we  come  to  a  consideration  of  the 
mission  program  of  the  church  and  the  problems 
posed  by  war  conditions  on  some  mission  fields, 
uncertainty  on  others,  and  indifference  at  home. 
Yet  this  is  but  one  side  of  the  picture.  Who  but 
knows  something  of  the  rising  level  in  the  peace 
convictions  of  our  people?  Who  but  has  given 
something  for  relief?  And  who  but  feels  the 
surge  of  new  church  life  that  is  coming  as  a  result 
of  the  challenge  to  make  good  in  the  program  of 
alternative  service?  Therefore  it  would  seem 
that  there  is  as  much  vitality  in  the  church  as 
ever,  if  but  the  right  springs  of  interest  can  be 
touched. 

There  is  a  growing  realization  that  the  peace 
and  relief  activities,  and  the  ongoing  mission  pro- 
gram of  the  church,  are  really  as  nearly  identical 
as  the  differing  aspects  of  the  same  thing.  We  be- 
gan in  1708  with  a  strong  emphasis  on  brother- 
hood. And  is  that  not  still  the  basic  concern? 
Missions  are  one  way  of  expressing  brotherhood, 
while  peace  and  relief  activities  are  another.  On 
the  China  field  we  have  recently  combined  all  this 
in  a  most  dramatic  way.  In  such  a  crisis  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  seeing  how  the  whole  church  pro- 
gram merges  into  one.  Here,  then,  is  another 
area  in  which  streamlining  is  in  line  with  the  feel- 
ing and  outlook  of  the  day. 

It  seems  our  most  pressing  need  is  to  see  clearly 
that  the  work  of  the  church  fuses  into  one  related 
whole.  Publication,  the  higher  education  pro- 
gram,  religious   education   and   the   brotherhood 


outreach  as  expressed  in  peace,  relief  and  missions 
are  really  so  many  aspects  of  one  great  church  en- 
terprise. We  have  a  growing  constituency  and  a 
broad  basis  in  material  resources.  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren  is  big  enough  and  strong  enough 
to  do  anything  that  it  really  wants  to  do.  Then 
why  not  streamline  the  whole  church  program 
until  it  is  exactly  shaped  to  that  which  most  needs 
to  be  done  in  our  day?  h.  a.  b. 

Does  the  Church  Clock  Just  Run? 

It  was  ten  minutes  till  two,  which  was  not  at 
all  remarkable  since  that  same  thing  happens 
twice  every  twenty-four  hours.  The  strange 
thing  was  that  several  hours  later,  or  what  seemed 
like  several  hours  later,  it  was  still  ten  minutes 
till  two  on  the  face  of  the  most  tangible  evidence 
available.  We  think  you  will  agree  that  for  get- 
ting exactly  nowhere  that  even  surpasses  the 
proverbial  record  of  the  merry-go-round. 

You  will  not  appreciate  the  full  significance  of 
this  performance,  however,  until  you  know  that 
the  clock  was  "going"  all  this  time,  ticking  away 
as  industriously  as  ever  with  all  the  wheels  and 
everything  in  perfect  order.  Everything,  that 
is,  except  the  hands  which  stood  still,  stuck  and 
stalled,  absolutely  refusing  the  simple  service 
for  which  the  little  machine  was  built,  thus  mak- 
ing all  its  pretentious  movements  of  no  value 
whatsoever. 

This  failure  of  the  clock  proves  nothing  about 
your  church  or  anything  else  but  it  illustrates  an 
important  fact  of  common  observation.  Wheels 
can  turn  without  turning  out  a  useful  product 
and  their  tendency  to  do  this  increases  as  their 
number  increases  and  their  relation  to  the  desired 
product  becomes  more  complicated.  We  need  to 
watch  constantly  lest  too  high  a  percentage  of  time 
and  energy  be  required  to  keep  the  church  ma- 
chine going.  In  that  case  the  law  of  diminishing 
returns  should  warn  us  that  a  simple  instrument 
would  probably  accomplish  more. 

The  test  of  such  accomplishment  is  whether 
your  people  are  coming  into  closer  fellowship 
with  Christ?  Are  they  acting  like  him  more  and 
more,  in  all  their  relationships?  Is  the  note  of 
interest  in  the  finest  things  so  clear  and  strong  that 
more  of  the  other  folks  are  noticing  it,  and  show- 
ing a  desire  to  have  a  share  in  it? 

Perhaps  we  ought  to  check  up  on  the  church 
clock.  Is  that  "sound  of  a  going"  which  we  hear 
only  that,  or  do  the  hands  show  actual  progress 
toward  "the  goal"  (Phil.  3:15),  "inasmuch"  (Matt. 
25:40),  and  "till  we  all  attain"   (Eph.  4:13)? 

E.  F. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— February  22,  1941 


THE     GENERAL     FORUM 


God,  the  Creator 

BY  GENE   FISHER 

When  the  earth  was  first  created 

The  Lord  said  unto  men: 
"I  gave  you  soul,  a  mind  and  heart; 

I  gave  you  feet  and  hand. 
I  gave  you  trees  for  welcome  shade; 

I  gave  you  birds  and  flowers." 
God  gave  us  many  useful  things; 

He  gave  us  many  powers. 

He  gave  us  eyes  with  which  to  see; 

He  gave  us  air  to  breathe; 
God  gave  us  many  foods  to  eat, 

His  word  our  heart  to  sheath. 
God  gave  us  many  things  to  use. 

His  gifts  fill  every  need. 
He  gave  us  churches,  towns  and  schools; 

The  Lord  is  great  indeed. 


Mexico,  Ind. 


If  I  Were  a  Rural  Minister 

BY  CHARLES  JOSIAH  GALPIN 

First  Half 

For  this  most  excellent  address  delivered  before  the  Virginia 
Hural  Church  Committee,  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Fred  J.  Wam- 
pler,  formerly  of  our  China  Mission,  now  of  the  Medical  College 
■of  Virginia.  Dr.  Galpin  is  a  sociologist  of  national  note,  having 
been  connected  with  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  many  years,  and  is  the  author  of  a  number  of  books  on 
rural  life.     He  was  editor  of  Century  Rural  Life  Books. — Ed. 

Introduction 

It  is  dangerous  for  a  layman  to  attempt  to  de- 
scribe either  what  the  Christian  minister  is  or 
ought  to  be;  for  he  is  sure  to  fall  into  error.  How- 
ever, if  he  is  not  totally  in  error,  it  may  be  well  for 
the  clergy  to  know  what  lies  back  in  the  layman's 
mind.  Then  the  minister  can  begin  to  set  the  lay- 
man right. 

Laymen  apparently  have  little  or  no  hand  in 
shaping  ministers  to  the  clerical  function.  It  is 
only  as  the  already  trained  minister,  shaped  to  his 
task  by  clerical  ideals  and  forces  in  theological 
schools,  comes  to  grips  with  the  layman  in  his 
home,  congregation,  committees,  boards,  and  con- 
ventions that  lay  influence  begins  to  work  on  him. 
Let  us  suppose  today  that  I  as  a  rural  layman, 
for  such  I  am  now  and  have  been  the  greater  part 
of  my  life,  open  up  my  mind  on  the  rural  clergy- 
man and  the  rural  church. 

Rural  Theological  Seminary 
If  I  were  to  become  a  rural  minister,  I  would 
hope  that  I  could  attend  a  rural  theological  semi- 
nary— that  is,  a  seminary  established  especially, 
if  not  exclusively,  for  persons  intending  to  enter 
the  rural  ministry.  I  would  be  assured,  in  that 
case,  of  having  teachers  sympathetic  with  farm 
•and  village  life,  sensitive  to  the  "hidden  man  of 


the  heart"  beating"  beneath  the  rural  garb.  I 
would  also  expect  to  find  a  group  of  young  men 
there  who  had  picked  out  the  rural  ministry  as  a 
lifework,  and  for  special  reasons  were  ready  to 
dedicate  themselves  to  this  rural  work. 

I  would  hope  also  that  this  theological  seminary 
would  be  situated  in  close  contact  with  one  of  our 
agricultural  colleges,  so  that  I  could  mingle  with 
the  young  rural  students  and  attend  some  of  the 
agricultural  college  courses.  I  am  confident  that 
this  contact  with  the  intellectual  side  of  rural  life 
would,  through  its  esprit  de  corps,  help  arm  me 
for  my  lifework. 

Ambassador  of  Christ 
If  I  were  a  rural  minister,  I  would  pray  that  I 
might  never  forget  that  I  am  as  certainly  an  am- 
bassador of  Christ  to  rural  people  as  Paul  was  an 
apostle  to  the  Gentiles.  This  ministry  would  not 
be  to  me  an  occupation  but  rather  a  sacred  honor, 
a  trust  conferred  from  on  high,  in  which  I  should 
be  giving  my  life,  not  gaining  a  progressively  bet- 
ter and  better  livelihood. 

Never  in  Line  for  a  City  Parish 
If  I  were  a  rural  minister,  I  would  never  hold 
myself  in  line  for  a  city  parish.  Like  John  Frede- 
ric Oberlin,  I  would  say,  "No,  I  will  never  leave 
this  flock.  God  has  confided  this  flock  to  me.  Why 
should  I  abandon  it?"  I  ask  you  now  would  I  be 
temperamental  and  absurdly  heroic?  I  repeat,  I 
would  not  be  seduced  from  my  rural  mission  by 
the  alluring  inducements  so  plausible  to  many  of 
my  friends,  such  as,  an  "easier  life  for  the  wife," 
"better  education  for  the  children,"  an  "American 
standard  of  living,"  "congenial  parish,"  "books," 
"travel,"  "art,"  "greater  opportunity  for  service" 
— just  such  reasons  as  bankers,  clerks,  teachers, 
merchants  give  for  their  economic  movements,  to 
better  themselves  following  the  law  of  hire. 

I  would  decide  to  take  potluck  with  the  farmer 
and  villager,  sharing  their  life,  their  privations, 
their  struggles  to  organize  a  modern  social  and 
economic  system  for  their  communities,  for  them- 
selves and  their  children. 

When  My  Mission  Should  Lose  Its  Savor 

I  do  not  need  to  be  told  that  the  day  would 
come  when  my  heart  would  be  troubled,  when 
doubt  would  enter  and  temptation  would  assail 
me,  as  I  lost  faith  in  myself,  in  my  work,  and  my 
mission  turned  sour  and  rural  life  lost  its  savor. 
I  tell  you  now  most  seriously  I  would  not  try  to 
fight  this  thing  alone.  I  would  flee  to  some  man 
of  God  whom  I  could  trust,  and  bask  in  the  sun- 
shine of  his  presence  and  faith  until  I  could  ex- 
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claim,  "My  soul,  my  soul!  I  have  found  it  again." 
As  this  loss  of  the  Christ  consciousness  is  one 
of  the  deepest  troubles  of  the  Christian,  so  I  know 
that  the  recovery  is  one  of  the  sweetest  experi- 
ences of  life.  I  know  I  would  go  back  to  my  rural 
ministry  inspired,  and  old  things  would  again  be- 
come new. 

Diligence  in  Ministry 
If  I  were  a  rural  minister,  I  would  work  at  my 
task  as  hard,  as  unremittingly,  as  early,  as  late, 
as  any  of  my  parishioners.  I  could  not  excuse 
myself  for  inaction  and  short  hours  on  the  ground 
of  being  engaged  in  much  contemplation  and 
thoughtful  study;  for  I  know  the  versatility  of 
sloth,  its  subtlety  and  intrigue.  I  would  fight  this 
thing  tooth  and  nail. 

My  Geographic  Responsibility 
In  order  to  be  content  in  my  mind,  I  should 
desire  to  know  as  precisely  as  possible,  how  far 
geographically  my  special  responsibility  as  min- 
ister and  pastor,  to  persons  and  families  lies. 
When  I  come  to  my  parish,  this  responsibility  may 
be  quite  indefinite  in  the  minds  of  my  church 
board.  This  attitude  will  not  satisfy  me.  I  shall 
be  ill  at  ease  until  I  am  sure  that  no  family  that 
naturally  belongs  to  me  for  Christian  ministration 
is  left  out  in  the  cold.  By  conference  and  agree- 
ment, therefore,  with  adjacent  ministers  I  should 
map  my  parish  with  every  farm  and  every  vil- 
lage house  that  I  must  shepherd,  whether  any  of 
them  belong  formally  to  my  inner  church  group 
or  not.  I  must  know  the  whereabouts  of  my  peo- 
ple. This  map  should  hang  large  in  my  study 
and  be  the  basis  of  much  of  my  thinking  and  work. 

County  and  State  Maps 
After  I  have  some  substantial  experience  with 
my  parish  as  agreed  upon  by  various  interested 
church  groups  in  conference,  I  should  begin  a 
quiet  campaign  for  similar  conferences  and  map- 
pings for  my  whole  county.  And  if  successful 
in  this  matter  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  I  would 
proceed  along  with  other  ministers  of  my  county 
to  campaign  for  the  establishment  of  similar  as- 
certained parishes  and  maps  for  the  rural  ter- 
ritory of  my  state.  This  out-of-my-parish-work 
should  never  lessen  my  own  parish  work,  but 
should  be  my  special  contribution  to  my  county 
and  my  state. 

Knowing  People  and  Their  Personal  Problems 
It  would  never  satisfy  me  to  get  my  knowledge 
of  my  people  and  their  problems  from  books  of 
psychology,  sociology,  and  economics.  Next  to  the 
Bible  and  my  own  Christian  experience,  the  most 
used  and  valuable  adjunct  in  my  study  would  be 
my  parish  map  and  a  file  with  a  set  of  cards  for 


every  family,  every  person,  for  whom  I  should 
be  responsible  as  an  ambassador  of  Christ.  To 
aid  my  memory  I  would  enter  on  these  cards  all 
the  important  personal,  biological,  psychological, 
sociological,  economic  facts  obtained  by  me  in 
personal  acquaintance  with  each  person  and  fami- 
ly. I  would  know  my  people  at  first  hand,  and 
to  do  this  would  require  all  the  diligence  which 
I  have  set  down  for  myself.  Hard  work!  Con- 
stant application!  Close  observation  of  changing 
lives!  My  sermons  would  be  grown  on  the  farms, 
in  the  barns,  in  the  houses,  on  the  highways  of 
my  parish. 

Studying  Village  Life  and  Farm  Life 

The  intense  interest  in  firsthand  knowledge 
would  lead  me,  I  am  sure,  to  know  by  close  obser- 
vation, the  village  or  rural  town  and  the  farm 
neighborhood  and  cluster  of  neighborhoods  in 
themselves  and  in  their  interrelationships.  I 
should  then  be  in  a  position  to  sense  the  moral  and 
religious  problems  of  the  life  of  my  parish,  and 
their  influence  upon  the  personal  life  and  prob- 
lems of  my  people.  I  suppose  I  could  read  about 
the  village  and  the  farm,  but  I  will  not  take  books 
in  lieu  of  firsthand  study. 

In  connection  with  the  obstacles  and  drawbacks 
of  firsthand  acquaintance,  I  know  the  temptation 
to  procrastinate  until  the  moment  slips  by  when 
I  could,  and  the  moment  carries  when  I  have 
nothing  to  show.  I  recall  the  advice  of  an  old 
hunter  on  my  first  deer  hunt  in  the  Adirondacks 
forty  years  ago.  "The  time  to  shoot,"  said  he,  and 
in  the  soft  quiet  speech  of  the  woodsman,  "is 
when  you  see  the  deer.  Don't  wait  to  see  it  better. 
Ten  to  one,  you'll  never  see  it  a  second  time."  I 
found  this  advice  good,  both  with  deer  and  with 
opportunity  to  do  good.  If  I  were  a  rural  minister, 
I  would  seize  opportunity,  and  shoot,  without  fear 
or  indecision. 


Studies  in  Peace 


BY  JOSEPH  N.  CASSEL 

Peace  is  tranquility  of  mind.  It  exists  only 
when  there  is  a  consciousness  that  all  is  well  or 
that  all  will  turn  out  right.  In  making  a  venture 
we  are  at  peace  when  we  see  things  moving  along 
favorably,  or  when  we  still  have  faith  in  the  ulti- 
mate outcome.  When  we  plant  a  crop,  start  in 
business,  or  seek  employment  we  are  anxious  un- 
til we  are  in  possession  of  the  thing  that  we  are 
seeking.  Jesus  recognized  this  fact  when  he  said 
that  the  baptism  that  confronted  him  was  strait- 
ening him  (Luke  12:  50).  The  Savior  does  not 
say  that  it  was  marring  his  peace.  Our  peace  need 
never  be  ruffled  when  we  do  our  best.     Failing 
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here  will  always  bring  remorse  in  a  normal  mind. 
Praise  God  for  another  chance  when  we  fail.  Well 
has  Burns  said — 

The  best  laid  schemes  o'  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley; 

And  leave  us  naught  but  grief  and  pain 
For  promised  joy. 

Jesus  knew  that  his  followers  would  meet  many 
and  distressing  obstacles  in  life,  hence  he  calls 
their  attention  to  the  beyond,  the  mansions  with 
the  Father.  Earthly  failure  and  loss  need  not  dis- 
tress us,  while  our  faith  in  the  Ultimate  is  still  in- 
tact. 

Our  Lord  opened  the  greatest  lesson  on  peace 
that  he  ever  gave  with  the  idea  that  our  hearts 
should  not  be  troubled.  In  the  body  of  the  lesson 
he  tells  of  the  Father's  care  and  the  Holy  Spirit's 
help,  but  closes  the  lesson  with  these  words:  "In 
the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation  but  be  of  good 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world."  In  this  clos- 
ing thought  there  is  much  food  for  Christian 
growth.  We  love  to  stop  here  for  hours.  Jesus 
had  told  them  that  the  prince  of  this  world  was 
coming  and  that  he  had  nothing  in  him.  Now  be- 
fore he  prays  for  them  he  would  cheer  them  by 
telling  that  he  had  overcome  the  world.  When 
the  onslaught  of  the  tempter  was  made  upon  the 
Christ,  it  failed  because  our  Lord  had  but  one  aim 
and  purpose  in  life,  "to  do  the  will  of  his  Father 
in  heaven."  None  of  the  earth's  allurements 
could  move  him  from  this  purpose.  The  good 
cheer  lies  in  the  fact  that  Satan  has  met  his  Su- 
perior. No  longer  can  the  "wicked  one"  say  that 
God  asks  too  much  of  his  people,  and  that  no  one 
can  obey  him.  Christ  has  demonstrated  that 
when  your  aim  is  high  enough,  even  in  God  the 
Eternal,  that  Satan's  purpose  in  your  life  can  be 
overcome.  Praise  the  Lord  for  the  many  who  have 
overcome  by  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  and  the  word 
of  their  testimony  (Rev.  12:  11) !  I  love  to  think 
now  of  the  faithful  ones  that  it  has  been  my  privi- 
lege to  know,  many  of  them  lay  members  in  the 
church.  They  sought  the  Father  by  the  way  of 
Jesus.  They  were  willing  to  suffer  loss  rather 
than  to  let  go  of  one  principle  that  Christ  had 
taught  them.    Their  lives  were  lives  of  peace. 

In  the  evil  day  into  which  we  have  come,  it  is 
hard  to  think  that  everything  is  going  all  right,  for 
it  is  not.  But  it  can  be  going  right  in  our  souls  if 
we  continue  our  hold  on  the  Ultimate — for  "he 
knows  and  cares."  Many  are  the  teachings  of  the 
Savior  for  just  such  days  as  these.  I  will  not 
quote  them,  but  they  all  speak  one  thing — that  in- 
stead of  terror  there  should  be  rejoicing  in  our 
hearts.  How  may  this  be?  Only  by  retaining  our 
faith  in  God's  ultimate  plan.    "Peace  I  leave  with 


you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you,  not  as  the  world 
giveth  give  I  unto  you.     Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid"  (John  14:  27). 
Fairview  Village,  Pa. 


Under  Sentence  of  Life 

BY  WALTER  S.  COFFMAN 

I  wish  I  had  known  thirty  years  ago  that  which 
I  learned  only  five  years  ago;  it  would  have  saved 
me  many  an  anxious  moment  in  history  classes. 
To  any  test  question  I  could  have  written  (accord- 
ing to  a  great  historian)  that  the  answer  is  com- 
prehended in  one  of  the  following  statements:  (1) 
Whom  the  gods  seek  to  destroy  they  first  make 
mad.  (2)  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  but 
fine.  (3)  The  bee  robs  the  flower  which  it  also 
fertilizes.  (4)  When  it  is  dark  sometimes  you  can 
see  the  stars. 

The  historian  said  that  all  history  is  summed  up 
in  these  epigrams.  If  history  repeats  itself,  then 
the  history  we  are  making  is  also  determined  to 
advance.  It  sounds  almost  like  fate.  Perhaps  our 
subject,  Under  Sentence  of  Life,  is  no  stranger 
than  to  speak  of  a  sentence  of  death.  We  all  know 
about  the  latter,  its  immutability.  Sentence  of 
life  is  no  less  immutable.  Francis  Thompson  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  coinage  of  this  phrase. 

What  I  have  in  mind  may  not  be  exactly  what 
the  historian  meant.  But  when  I  heard  the  epi- 
grams given,  and  when  I  had  studied  them  for 
their  meaning,  they  sounded  more  than  vaguely 
familiar — like  these:  (1)  All  they  that  take  the 
sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword.  Whoso  shed- 
deth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed. 
And  the  antithesis  of  the  foregoing,  Blessed  are 
the  meek;  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth.  (2)  Be 
not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever 
a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap.  (3)  Except 
a  corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground  and  die  it 
abideth  alone;  but  if  it  die,  it  bringeth  forth  much 
fruit.  (4)  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  un- 
derneath are  the  everlasting  arms.  The  Lord  hath 
his  way  in  the  whirlwind  and  in  the  storm,  and 
the  clouds  are  the  dust  of  his  feet. 

Whether  or  not  these  statements  from  the  Bible 
are  synonymous  in  meaning  with  the  historian's; 
and,  whether  or  not  all  history  is  summed  up  in 
them,  we  need  to  remember  that  these  principles 
have  been  wrought  out  in  countless  individuals' 
lives  and  in  the  life  and  death  of  many  nations. 
The  principles  are  not  fateful — negative.  They 
are  the  voice  of  God — positive. 

The  principles  are  these:  (1)  Co-operation  as  a 
way  of  life  is  more  to  be  trusted  than  competition. 
Helpfulness  is  better  than  rivalry.      (2)    Certain 


8 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— February  22,  1941 


kinds  of  acts  bring  corresponding  consequences, 
immediately  or  eventually,  but  no  less  surely — 
good  by  good;  evil  by  evil.  (3)  Service  is  the 
great  purpose  of  life,  for  unless  one  is  serviceable 
to  people,  and  more  or  less  forgetful  of  selfish  gain, 
he  is  doomed  to  mediocrity  and  insignificance  in 
the  economy  of  life.  (4)  Armageddon  is  certain. 
The  eternal  God  has  purpose  in  this  universe  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  his  purpose  will  triumph. 

Now,  why  should  we  not  consciously  accept  this 
sentence  of  life?  It  is  a  good  sentence  and  filled 
with  promise  of  good — a  positive  sentence.  Not  to 
accept  it  and  fulfill  it  is  to  accept  and  fulfill  its 
negative — that  is,  to  live  under  sentence  of  death. 
It  is  always  better  to  be  a  positive  character  than 
a  negative  one. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 


No,  we  lay  off  the  rags  of  the  old  and  put  on  the 
robes  of  the  new  and  living  way.    We  grow  into 
his  image  or  else  are  lost. 
Pomona,  Calif. 


Foreknowledge  and  Predestination 

BY  J.  P.  DICKEY 

These  are  stern  and  formidable  words.  Some 
in  a  spirit  far  from  that  of  the  Master  point  to 
themselves  as  of  the  favored  few  who  were  born 
to  be  saved,  and  to  others  as  born  to  be  lost.  What 
need  for  him  to  have  come  and  suffered  if  it  was 
all  settled  before?  That  would  have  been  farce. 
He  said,  "Whosoever  will  may  come  and  partake." 
"He  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out." 

Those  making  such  interpretation  quote,  "Ves- 
sels of  wrath,  fitted  to  destruction,"  forgetting  that 
"fitted  to  destruction"  is  descriptive  of  condition 
and  not  of  process.  "Grain  fitted  for  food"  says 
nothing  of  the  miller  or  baker,  but  only  of  the 
condition  obtaining. 

This  is  what  is  said:  "Whom  he  did  foreknow  he 
also  did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image 
of  his  Son"  (Rom.  8:  29).  Foreknowledge  is  con- 
stitutional, done  in  the  grain,  created.  You  know 
a  piece  of  cork  will  float  and  a  piece  of  iron  will 
sink  if  placed  in  water.  That's  constitutional.  It's 
predestined  in  their  specific  gravity,  in  the  mak- 
ing. 

There  is  a  kind  of  personal  specific  gravity.  If 
a  person  knows,  loves  and  trusts  another  he  takes 
on  God's  nature.  He  becomes  progressively  like 
him  in  personal  and  moral  quality.  You  will  only 
be  saved  in  fellowship  with  him.  In  fellowship 
with  him  you  are  predestined  to  be  conformed  to 
his  image.  "Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which 
we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 
us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

All  our  righteousness  is  as  filthy  rags.  How 
many  filthy  rags  will  you  need  to  be  well  dressed? 


Financing  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 
Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

Now  that  the  Conference  year  is  to  close  Feb. 
28,  the  church  is  requested  to  face  the  issue  of  fi- 
nancing the  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps  for  the 
first  year  of  their  operation.  The  Service  Com- 
mittee is  grateful  for  the  response  of  the  church 
thus  far  in  the  effort  to  raise  at  once  fifty  cents 
per  member  for  this  cause.  Several  churches  have 
given  far  beyond  that  amount.  The  following  is  a 
brief  resume  of  suggestions  offered  by  the  Service 
Committee  as  reported  in  part  in  a  former  issue 
of  the  Messenger: 

1.  That  permanent  promotional  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Secretaries  be  appointed,  one  in  each  district 
and  one  or  more  in  each  congregation.  This  has 
been  done  in  many  sections  of  the  brotherhood. 
All  churches  should  complete  this  organization  at 
once. 

2.  That  following  March  1  this  movement  be 
carefully  presented  in  each  church  in  the  brother- 
hood and  a  family-by-family  visitation  carried 
out  by  competent  and  well-informed  representa- 
tives. That  time  has  arrived.  There  should  be  no- 
delay  in  putting  this  suggestion  into  operation. 

3.  That  the  peace  and  relief  budget  be  merged 
with  the  Civilian  Public  Service  budget  into  a 
united  "Brethren  Service  Budget"  with  the  privi- 
lege of  designating  to  any  division  of  the  budget 
if  any  donor  so  desires. 

4.  That  no  specific  quotas  be  handed  out  to  our 
churches  except  the  general  suggestion  that  we 
seek  to  raise  for  this  combined  budget  an  average 
of  two  dollars  per  member  per  year. 

5.  That  the  giving  of  the  church  be  on  the  basis- 
of  added  sacrifice  in  order  to  preserve  completely 
the  regular  church  budget. 

6.  That  the  family-by-family  visitation  ask  for 
no  pledges  for  specific  amounts  of  money  unless  it 
be  the  preference  of  the  giver,  but  rather  that  each 
family  of  the  church  pledge  itself  member  by- 
member  to  live  sacrificially  in  behalf  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  fund. 

7.  That  the  "Brethren  Service  Cup"  be  put  on 
the  dinner  table  of  every  home  throughout  the 
brotherhood  for  a  penny  a  meal  offering.  That 
will  produce  about  $400,000.00  per  year.  What 
mighty  things  small  gifts  by  many  people  will  do! 

8.  That  special  gifts  be  made  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Certificate  plan  in  large  amounts. 
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9.  That  sacrificial  giving  be  made  by  serving 
one  foodless  meal  per  week  and  putting  the  cost 
of  that  one  meal  in  the  Service  Cup;  by  making 
the  old  suit,  old  coat,  old  hat,  old  car,  old  radio, 
•etc.,  serve  another  year  and  give  the  amount  saved 
by  the  Service  Certificate  plan;  by  planting  an 
extra  acre  of  wheat,  corn,  potatoes  or  other  crops 
and  giving  the  proceeds  to  this  fund;  by  walking 
to  the  office,  school,  store  or  place  of  business  and 
putting  the  price  of  the  gasoline  saved  in  this 
fund.  Let  us  think  of  the  candy,  chewing  gum, 
soft  drinks,  theater  tickets  and  a  dozen  other  use- 
less and  even  harmful  things  which  can  be 
avoided  and  the  money  routed  to  the  hungry  and 
distressed  peoples  of  the  world  by  way  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Cup. 

As  the  church  reads  this  our  first  young  men 
will  have  been  called  to  Civilian  Public  Service 
Camps.  Hundreds  of  others  will  follow.  They  go 
to  give  a  year  of  life  in  constructive  and  creative 
service  for  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  future 
generations.  As  they  work  the  church  at  large 
must  give  in  order  that  they  may  have  food,  cloth- 
ing and  shelter  in  the  camps.  In  this  way  we  shall 
all  join  in  a  common  service  and  in  a  common  tes- 
timony that  the  way  of  service,  sacrifice,  love  and 
brotherhood  is  better  than  the  way  of  force  and 
violence  and  personal  aggrandizement. 

Elders,  pastors,  deacons,  board  members,  mod- 
erators, secretaries,  superintendents,  and  workers 
and  leaders  in  every  department  of  the  church's 
work  are  hereby  requested  to  help  present  and 
promote  this  movement.  Funds  are  urgently 
needed  for  all  the  items  represented  in  this  budg- 
et and  especially  for  serving  and  equipping  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service  Camps. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Flowers  for  the  Living 

BY  MRS.  RAY  ENGLE 


E- 


was  in  the  hospital  just  five  days  when 
his  spirit  took  its  flight.  His  suffering  had  been 
so  intense  that  no  one  was  permitted  to  see  him 
but  his  family.  His  good  wife  V was  his  spe- 
cial nurse  and  was  by  his  side  constantly. 

One  afternoon  there  was  a  knock  on  the  door 

of  their  room  and  V opened  it  to  find  Elsie,  a 

kind  neighbor,  who  greeted  her  and  asked  about 

E 's  condition.    On  hearing  that  he  was  too  ill 

to  have  visitors,  she  handed  V a  bouquet  from 

her   garden,   apologizing   for   it,   saying   the   dry 

weather  had  been  hard  on  flowers.  V thanked 

her  for  it  and  as  she  showed  it  to  E he  smiled 

and  asked  who  brought  it.    V said  to  me  after- 
ward, "E was  always  so  appreciative  of  every 


little  thought  for  him  and  Elsie  will  never  know 
how  our  hearts  and  the  room  were  filled  with 
fragrance  from  the  one  regal  lily  in  that  bou- 
quet." She  said,  "As  I  sat  in  the  church  one  week 
later,  bowed  in  grief,  and  saw  the  banks  of  beau- 
tiful flowers,  tokens  of  love,  so  graciously  given  by 
our  friends  and  relatives  I  wished  so  much  that 

E could  have  had  or  seen  a  few  of  those  many 

lovely  tributes  to  him;  but  not  one  of  those  lovely 
flowers  he  had  loved  so  much  could  he  enjoy." 

Such  is  life.  It  is  a  beautiful  act  to  put  flowers 
on  the  graves  of  our  loved  ones,  but  why  do  we 
wait  to  pile  flowers  on  the  caskets  of  our  friends 
and  so  often  let  the  living  about  us  hunger  for 
flowers  of  love  and  understanding.  How  much 
better  it  would  be  if  there  were  more  Elsies,  and 
as  the  poet  writes: 

"If  you  have  a  friend  worth  loving,  love  him; 
yes,  and  let  him  know  that  you  love  him,  ere  life's 
evening  tinge  his  brow  with  sunset  glow.  Why 
should  good  words  ne'er  be  said  of  a  friend  till  he 
is  dead?" 

Morrill,  Kans. 


What  I  Expect  of  Our  Ministers 

BY  MRS.  MINNIE  HERMAN 
Given  at  an  Oregon  Church-at-Work  Conference 

With  some  hesitancy  I  express  myself  on  this 
important  subject.  Or  is  it  at  all  important  what 
I  expect  of  our  ministers?  What  does  God  expect 
of  them?  Are  they  not  God's  ambassadors?  Then 
from  them  we  would  expect  much.  I  think  of  no 
profession  or  occupation  that  could  make  use  of 
more  varied  abilities  than  that  of  the  minister  of 
the  gospel. 

The  question  under  consideration  is  what  I  ex- 
pect of  the  man  or  minister  who  has  been  selected 
to  be  the  leader  of  a  group  of  people  who  have 
come  together  for  the  worship  and  service  of  God. 
First  of  all  he  should  be  a  man  chosen  of  God  be- 
fore he  is  chosen  of  men.  God  works  through  hu- 
man instrumentality.  In  choosing  a  man  we 
should  never  forget  that  he  is  a  man.  Many  peo- 
ple would  like  to  divide  all  humanity  into  three 
classes — males,  females  and  preachers — as  if  the 
preacher  is  not  just  a  human  being  as  they  them- 
selves are,  and  subject  to  the  same  limitations  and 
weaknesses. 

As  a  minister  we  want  a  man  who  is  a  leader 
and  can  help  us  to  higher  spiritual  levels  and  to 
greater  efficiency  in  soul  winning. 

A  great  many  natural  abilities  and  character- 
istics are  of  vital  importance  to  the  man  possess- 
ing them,  and  especially  so  if  he  is  a  man  called  to 
the  ministry.  We  mention  only  a  few  of  these: 
Has  he  a  retentive  memory  and  a  good  imagina- 
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tion?  Does  he  possess  executive  ability  and  is  he 
a  good  business  man?  Is  he  endowed  with  per- 
sonal magnetism  and  natural  enthusiasm?  Is  he  a 
student  of  history  and  a  man  of  literary  ability? 
Is  he  familiar  with  science  and  a  man  who  has 
traveled  much?  Does  he  possess  patience  and 
perseverance?  Has  he  a  strong  will?  Is  he  a  man 
of  high  moral  standards?  The  work  of  the  min- 
istry is  a  real  man's  job  and  thankful  to  God 
should  the  minister  be  who  possesses  these  quali- 
fications besides  many  others  which  I  have  not 
mentioned.  Most  employments  would  use  only  a 
half,  a  quarter  or  maybe  a  tenth  of  the  abilities 
the  man  possesses,  but  in  the  ministry  he  will  find 
ample  use  for  them  all. 

As  a  man  chosen  of  God  he  will  and  should  be 
a  man  filled  and  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  A  min- 
ister once  had  a  call  from  a  larger  church.  Some 
of  the  parishioners  questioned  his  young  son  as  to 
whether  or  not  his  father  was  going  to  accept  the 
call.  The  little  fellow  replied  that  he  did  not 
know  just  what  his  father  was  going  to  do,  that 
he  was  praying  to  be  led  by  the  Spirit.  However, 
he  went  on  to  say  that  his  mother  was  busy  pack- 
ing up.  We  want  our  ministers  to  be  married,  but 
the  wife  should  be  in  sympathy  with  her  hus- 
band's work  and  ready  to  co-operate  at  all  times, 
for  there  is  no  greater  drag  or  hindrance  to  the 
success  of  his  work  than  an  unsympathetic  wife. 

We  expect  our  minister  to  be  in  sympathy  with, 
and  an  efficient  leader  among  young  people.  The 
church  that  cannot  save  the  young  people  cannot 
save  the  world.  A  large  percentage  of  the  ones 
who  come  into  the  church  come  from  the  Sunday 
school.  A  minister  who  can  enjoy  good  clean 
sports  along  with  the  young  people  will  gain  their 
confidence.  He  is  not  soon  forgotten.  A  young 
minister  and  his  wife  once  accepted  the  work  in  a 
far  western  country  town.  He  preached  the  Word 
forcefully  and  lived  what  he  preached.  He  never 
hesitated  to  witness  for  Christ  any  day  of  the 
week.  He  played  ball  with  the  boys.  He  went 
deep  sea  fishing  with  them.  He  and  his  wife  held 
parties  and  other  social  gatherings  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  young  people.  And  after  thirty 
years'  absence  he  went  back  to  that  community 
and  met  a  man  who  had  attended  services  years 
before.  What  a  fellowship  the  two  had  in  talking 
over  old  times.  The  man's  wife  was  happy  to 
meet  the  minister  of  whom  he  had  so  often  re- 
marked:    "If  all  ministers  were  like  Mr.  I 

would  like  them  much  more." 

We  want  our  minister  to  be  not  only  a  leader 
but  a  preacher  and  teacher  of  the  Word.  God  has 
said  that  his  Word  shall  not  return  unto  him  void. 
Let  the  preaching  be  aimed  at  the  heart  and  not 


merely  at  the  head.  What  is  a  minister  seeking  to 
shape  or  save?  Is  he  not  concerned  with  the  high- 
est and  finest  elements?  Call  it  what  you  choose 
— soul,  character  or  personality.  The  minister  is 
dealing  with  the  most  interesting  and  fascinating 
substance  there  is. 

What  a  blessing  if  the  minister  could  always 
keep  his  body  physically  fit.  It  is  an  exception  to 
the  rule  for  a  very  forceful  sermon  to  come  from 
a  frail  body.  Every  thought  of  the  mind  and  ev- 
ery feeling  of  the  heart  and  every  impulse  from 
above  has  to  pass  through  his  body  before  it  reach- 
es the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  hearers.  It  is  said 
that  often  little  passes  through  because  the  medi- 
um is  in  such  poor  condition.  A  minister's  soul 
may  be  a  great  dynamo,  but  he  will  not  be  dy- 
namic if  the  transmission  wires  are  defective. 

But  physical  vitality  and  vim  are  merely  instru- 
ments and  alone  they  are  as  sounding  brass  and  a 
tinkling  cymbal.  If  the  sermon  is  to  have  driving 
power  and  be  able  to  clinch  the  truth,  there  must 
be  a  mental  intensity  back  of  it  all.  He  should 
have  a  genuine  interest  in  the  subject  and  a  clear- 
ly defined  purpose  or  objective  in  presenting  it. 
His  intensity  must  be  spiritual  as  well  as  mental, 
if  his  sermon  is  to  be  triumphantly  effective.  This 
power  is  to  be  secured  only  by  asking,  seeking 
and  knocking. 

Most  of  us  realize  our  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
Word,  and  we  need  as  a  leader  one  who  can  make 
the  Word  a  living  and  vital  force. 

While  we  have  mentioned  only  a  few  things 
which  we  consider  vital  in  the  life  of  a  successful 
minister,  yet  it  does  seem  that  we  expect  a  great 
deal  from  them.  All  ministers  cannot  possess  all 
the  qualifications,  it  is  true,  and  we  trust  that  we 
are  not  expecting  too  much  of  them. 

As  a  closing  thought  we  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  all  to  the  words  of  Paul  to  the  young  min- 
ister, Timothy:  "Study  to  show  thyself  approved 
unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth"  (2 
Tim.  2:  15). 

Myrtle  Point,  Oreg. 


A  Responsible  Press 

BY  PAUL  F.   BECHTOLD 

"Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es- 
tablishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  ex- 
ercise thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech 
or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peace- 
fully to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government 
for  a  redress  of  grievances." — Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 
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"The  Constitution  guarantees  us  a  free  press. 
Within  the  limits  of  libel  and  decency,  American 
newspapers  may  publish  what  they  choose.  But 
only  the  conscience  and  ideals  and  demand  of  in- 
telligent, inquiring  readers  guarantee  us  a  respon- 
sible press — one  aware  that  it  serves  an  essential 
function  in  a  democracy  only  so  long  as  it  serves 
a  constructive  one." 

The  second  paragraph  above  is  taken  from  an 
advertisement  in  which  a  newspaper  the  writer 
often  reads  describes  itself.  Perhaps  no  news- 
paper in  the  world  so  nearly  lives  up  to  this  ideal 
as  this  one.  The  busy  reader  who  would  be  a 
good  citizen  needs  world  issues  stated  and  inter- 
preted each  day  by  a  newspaper  with  an  ethical 
sense  of  its  public  responsibility.  Each  of  us  may 
help  his  own  newspaper  be  that  kind  of  an  in- 
strument of  democracy  by  encouraging  it  to  re- 
sist pressure  from  advertisers,  propaganda  groups, 
biased  extremists,  etc.,  with  both  our  moral  and 
financial  support. 

Have  you  ever  written  an  appreciation  to  your 
editor  when  he  did  a  fine  job  of  reporting  and  in- 
terpreting the  news?  Do  you  subscribe  to  the 
paper  in  your  area  most  responsible  in  this  re- 
spect? 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Guest  or  Host? 

BY  HENRY  C.  ELLER 

Have  you  had  company?  I  hear  much  talk  about 
visiting.  A  recent  Messenger  article,  Christ  Our 
Guest  of  Honor,  has  prompted  another  thought. 
Is  Christ  our  Guest  or  Host?  Guests  are  to  be 
entertained.    Hosts  entertain. 

Gracious  hosts  desire  earnestly  to  entertain. 
Many  long  hours  are  spent  in  planning  and  mak- 
ing ready  food,  house  and  person.  Unfortunate- 
ly, little  or  no  time  is  given  to  preparing  for  the 
conversation.  I  once  read  how  Mrs.  Sherwood 
Eddy  takes  great  care  in  planning  the  conversation 
for  her  guests.  Frequently  a  guest  must  become 
host  in  the  conversation.  We  human  hosts  are 
so  faltering  that  we  fail.  Have  you  been  one  who 
was  anxious  and  worried,  or  who  spent  a  restless 
night?    How  we  need  the  help  of  another  Host. 

Jesus  was  frequently  the  invited  guest  of  his 
friends.  Upon  being  received,  he  could  not  long 
remain  a  mere  guest.  Had  he  not  said,  "I  came  not 
to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister"?  How 
natural  for  Mary  to  sit  at  his  feet.  Zacchaeus 
was  guest  in  his  own  house.  Everywhere  he  went 
the  sick,  sorrowing  and  sinner  came  to  him.  He 
healed,  forgave,  comforted,  fed  and  taught  them. 
Jesus  was  Guest;  but  he  was  more.    He  was  Host. 


The  Jesus  of  history  is  an  ever-present  and  liv- 
ing Christ  today.  He  stood,  and  still  stands  at  the 
doors  of  many  hearts  and  knocks.  Christians  pro- 
fess to  have  invited  him  in.  St.  Paul  prayed  that 
he  "may  make  his  home  in  your  hearts"  (Wey- 
mouth, Eph.  3:17).  He  became  Host  to  the  dis- 
ciples on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  It  was  his  voice 
that  reached  Paul  on  that  Damascus  road.  It 
was  he  who  appeared  to  Peter  in  a  dream.  He 
appears  to  many  yet  in  the  night  watches.  He  is 
"the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which  speaketh  in 
you." 

Christ  is  not  satisfied  with  being  a  Guest  of 
honor.  He  is  come  to  be  with  us  and  to  abide  in 
even  unworthy  hearts.  He  "knoweth  our  weak- 
ness." We  do  not  know  enough  to  entertain  our 
guests.  He  knows.  He  is  the  Way.  If  we  are 
willing  to  "share  the  thoughts  of  Christ"  (Good- 
speed,  1  Cor.  2:16),  he  becomes  the  Host  in  and 
through  us.  He  becomes  Lord  and  Master,  the 
Conscience  of  our  conscience,  the  indwelling  Spirit 
of  the  living  God,  "the  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  of 
lords."  Tongues  become  his  instruments;  our 
ways  become  his  ways.  Without  him  we  become 
intemperate  in  our  food  and  drink.  Apart  from 
him  the  activities  will  become  dissipating.  Con- 
versation declines.  Mere  things  take  the  center: 
things  about  the  body,  the  house,  the  store,  the 
church,  the  news(?),  other  people,  or  sheer  in- 
dulgence of  any  kind.  Such  professing  Christians 
have  only  received  Christ  as  Guest  or  not  at  all. 

Guests  do  not  remain  long.  They  are  occasional. 
It  is  not  so  with  the  living  Christ.  He  said,  "Lo, 
I  am  with  you  always."  He  is  become  the  Head  of 
the  house.  With  him  as  elder  Brother,  yes,  even 
the  very  Father,  our  acts  become  his  acts;  our 
plans  his  plans;  our  conversation  his  conversation; 
our  conscience  his  conscience;  our  presence  his 
presence.  Our  human  bodies  become  "the  temple 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  is  in  you."  It  is  no  longer 
we  that  live,  but  Christ  "who  liveth  in  us,"  "to 
will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure." 

Who  am  I  to  be  writing  thus?  Once  Christ  was 
scarcely  my  Guest.  Then,  I  invited  him  into  my 
heart.  A  wonderful  Guest  he  proved  to  me. 
Once  more,  I  invited  him  in  "as  Master  of  the 
mansion  of  my  soul."  Will  you  join  with  me  that 
he  may  become  no  longer  Guest,  but  Host? 

Have  thine  own  way,  Lordl 

Have  thine  own  way! 
Hold  o'er  my  being 

Absolute  sway. 
Fill  with  thy  Spirit 

Till  all  shall  see 
Christ  only,  always, 

Living  in  me. 
Luray,  Va. 
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Indian  Youth  Looks  Into  the  Future 

BY  ALFRED  N.  SOLANKI* 

If  there  is  a  question  uppermost  in  the  minds  of 
the  world  today,  it  is,  What  of  the  future?  The 
specter  of  war  walks  the  face  of  the  earth  again 
after  the  lapse  of  only  a  quarter  of  a  century.  We 
in  India  are  also  faced  with  problems — problems 
so  vast  as  to  concern  the  whole  of  the  national 
life.  Through  all  these  the  Indian  youth  looks 
hopefully  towards  the  future. 

For  the  better  reception  of  spiritual  seeds,  I 
look  forward  in  the  future  to  more  attention  be- 
ing paid  to  the  cultural  side  of  our.  community. 
This  is  especially  necessary  for  us  because  we 
have  been,  so  to  say,  bodily  snatched  away  from 
an  ancient  social  structure  which  has  its  own  tra- 
ditions. It  is  human  nature  to  crave  for  a  sense 
of  being  possessed  by  some  such  social  structure, 
and  hence  we  often  see  that  people  from  amongst 
us,  not  having  any  traditions  to  hold  on  to,  often 
lapse  into  the  old  ways  of  thought  and  behavior. 
To  give  them  this  feeling  we  should,  in  the  future, 
strive  to  bring  cohesion  in  ideas  and  consequently 
in  behavior.  One  of  the  means  to  be  employed 
towards  this  end  is  liberal  education — not  merely 
qualifying  for  degrees,  but  an  education  which 
would  bring  out  the  best  in  man  and  emancipate 
him. 

The  function  of  educating  our  young  people 
should  not  be  entirely  left  to  schools,  but  the  com- 
munity and  its  leaders  should  now  take  it  upon 
themselves  to  prepare  the  ground  by  appropriate 
home  training.  The  parents  should  be  made  to 
realize  the  far-reaching  effects  the  example  of  the 
grownups  has  over  growing  minds.  This  would 
mean  an  all-around  training  for  the  whole  com- 
munity. If  this  were  properly  done  a  rich  ground 
would  be  created  in  which  future  leaders  may 
grow.  Only  men  springing  up  from  such  a  com- 
munity could  in  the  future  be  on  a  par  with  lead- 
ers of  other  communities  in  the  realms  of  pro- 
gressive thought.  Till  this  happens,  the  lack  of 
self-confidence  with  which  we  suffer  at  present 
would  mar  our  relation  with  other  Indian  people. 

Speaking  of  self-confidence,  I  think  poverty  is 
one  of  the  causes  which  destroys  it  among  us,  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  the  monetary  condition 
of  our  community  is  placed  on  a  sounder  basis. 
This  seems  the  more  essential  for  future  progress 
because,  to  put  it  in  the  words  of  a  writer,  "the 
economic  prosperity  of  any  people  is  one  of  the 


*  Note:  Alfred  N.  Solanki  is  the  son  of  Elder  Naranji  Solanki, 
one  of  our  good  Indian  elders.  Alfred  is  a  college  graduate  and 
holds  a  government  position. — A.   F.   B. 


very  real  conditions  upon  which  depends  their 
spiritual  welfare." 

The  percentage  of  unemployed  among  us,  as 
compared  with  other  communities,  is  too  high; 
and  further,  it  is  surprising  how  little  attention  is. 
being  paid  to  this  important  subject.  Some  other 
peoples,  imbued  with  the  national  spirit,  are  re- 
viving and  developing  old  Indian  arts  and  crafts. 
Why  should  not  the  Christian  community  take  a 
lead  in  this  revival  and  thereby  demonstrate  that 
we,  too,  are  Indians.  The  production  and  use  of 
hand-woven  cloth  would  give  work  to  a  large 
number  of  our  people  and  at  the  same  time  rid  us 
of  the  criticism,  partially  unjust  though  it  be,  that 
Christianity  has  denationalized  us. 

The  development  of  rural  churches  where  each 
man  has  his  own  piece  of  land  bought  through  co- 
operative money-lending  societies  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  As  it  is,  the  methods  of  cultiva- 
tion used  by  these  communities  are  very  ancient, 
and  such  farming  pays  little.  Whoever  guides  the 
destiny  of  these  people  should  spend  time  on 
teaching  them  better  farming  methods  as  well  as 
cultivating  their  souls.  The  subsidiary  industries 
connected  with  farming  should  also  be  introduced 
and  encouraged  as  an  Indian  farmer  has  a  lot  of 
spare  time  on  hand  after  his  rice  is  sown;  and  aft- 
er his  harvest  he  has  practically  nothing  to  do.  If 
we  want  to  keep  up  their  mental  health,  it  is  a 
great  mistake  from  the  economic  point  of  view 
to  leave  these  people  unemployed  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year. 

There  is  another  side  to  rural  uplift  that  has 
struck  me — one  which  I  would  like  to  point  out. 
Our  activities  in  this  field  must  be  such  as  to 
benefit  not  only  ourselves  but  also  help  to  raise 
the  standard  of  living  of  all  rural  population. 
There  have  been  several  country-wide  drives  for 
the  spread  of  literacy  and  better  farming,  but  as 
far  as  I  am  aware,  we  as  a  community  have  not 
lent  a  helping  hand.  I  think  the  time  has  arrived 
for  some  wholehearted  unselfish  service.  Let 
those  who  come  in  contact  with  us  take,  if  they 
may,  a  lesson  of  our  creed  from  our  behavior  in 
our  everyday  life.  Let  our  Christianity  talk 
through  action,  not  words,  at  least  in  this  field. 

When  our  Indian  Christian  delegates  at  the 
Round  Table  Conference  held  the  view  that  we  as 
a  community  need  not  be  represented  on  the 
country's  legislatures  by  any  reserved  seats,  they 
did  not  thereby  mean  that  we  should  stay  entirely 
aloof  from  the  political  life  of  the  country.  Rath- 
er, they  were  moved  by  a  trust  in  the  goodness  of 
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mankind  and  were  willing  to  leave  their  fate  in 
the  hands  of  the  nation  for  the  sake  of  national 
unity.  Not  understanding  their  real  principles, 
we  Christians  have  stayed  too  much  aloof  from  the 
national  life.  This  has  created  a  serious  doubt  as 
to  our  good  faith  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
other  communities.  They  say  we  are  being  de- 
nationalized and  led  away  from  being  useful  to 
the  motherland.  Instead  of  disproving  such  alle- 
gations, most  of  our  important  people  indulge  in 
an  awkward  criticism  of  any  show  of  the  national 
spirit.  This  in  most  cases  is  due  to  a  lurking  fear 
of  persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  other  majority 
communities  if  they  come  into  power  through  the 
application  of  democratic  principles  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  I  think  such  fear  need 
not  blind  us  to  the  good  of  the  nation  as  a  whole. 
Persecution  has  never  harmed  Christianity;  but 
rather,  has  left  it  purer  and  stronger  whenever  it 
has  come.  To  keep  up  the  purity  of  our  spiritual 
health  it  is  even  necessary  sometimes  that  we  be 
persecuted. 

We  will  not  be  able  to  produce  leaders  with  a 
high  moral  sense  till  we  raise  the  spiritual  level 
of  our  community.  Let  us  pay  more  attention  to 
the  encouragement  of  real  Christian  virtues 
than  to  outward  show  which  goes  for  religion.  If 
necessary,  let  us  completely  overhaul  our  church 
government  so  that  we  get  leaders  who  come  up 
to  the  Christian  ideals  in  their  thought  and  be- 
havior. Something  also  needs  to  be  done  to  free 
our  church  services  from  their  barrenness.  This 
again  calls  for  a  better  selection  of  preachers  and 
the  use  of  appropriate  symbols,  music,  and  other 
devices  compatible  with  solemnity,  which  would 
foster  in  those  who  attend  a  spirit  of  true  worship. 

Let  me  close  with  a  prayerful  wish  that  the 
Good  Shepherd  may  lead  us  from  our  ignorance 
toward  a  better  understanding  of  ourselves  and 
others  so  that  we  may  face  the  future  with  confi- 
dence. Only  with  his  help  can  we  hope  to  tide 
over  the  problems  that  do  and  will  befall  us  and 
find  remedies  for  them.  Only  in  his  strength  can 
the  Indian  youth  hope  to  conquer  the  future. 


World  Church 

The  World  Council  of  Churches,  joined  last  fall  by 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Friends,  now 
has  sixty-five  communions  on  the  roll.  Practically  all 
the  world's  leading  non-Roman  churches  are  included. 
Twenty-four  of  them  are  in  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada. 

The  World  Council  has  evidenced  vitality  in  keeping 
open  the  lines  of  communication  between  the  churches 
in  warring  nations;  it  is  the  only  link  these  churches 
have  with  the  outside  world. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  February  22-March  1 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

This  week  we  are  invited  to  pray  for  the  children  of 

missionaries. 

That  Is  God 

BY  LORITA  SHULL 
Lorita  Shull  was  twelve  years  old  when  she  wrote 
the   poem,   That   Is   God.     Lorita's  mother   wrote  to   a 
friend  just  one  week  before  she  passed  away  and  en- 
closed this  poem  in  her  letter. 

When  at  dusk  among  the  pine  trees 
The  wind  is  sighing  low, 
And  echoes  in  the  branches 
Words  we  do  not  know, 
You  can  feel  a  sense  of  greatness, 
Of  gladness  that  is  true, 
And  in  the  silence  of  the  twilight 
New  strength  flows  into  you  .  .  . 
That   is   God. 

When  at   dawn   amidst   the  glory 
Of  the  coming  of  the  day, 
The  sun  flings  out  its  radiance, 
"Good   morning,"   it  seems  to   say; 
When  the  birds  are  newly  stirring 
And  their  songs  begin  to  sing; 
When  the  sleepy  world  is  'wakening. 
You  are  glad  for  everything  .   .  . 
That  is  God.  H 

When  the  golden  sun  is  sinking 
Beneath  the   horizon  line, 
And  its  colors  it  is  flinging, 
Filling  you  with  joy  sublime; 
Then  you  wonder  at  its  beauty, 
For  'tis  such  you  never  saw, 
And  it  fills  you  with  gratitude, 
With  greatness  and  with  awe  .  .  . 
That  is  God. 

When  at  times  the  thunder  rumbles 
In  its  dark  and  cloudy  path, 
And  the   sky  shows   rage  in   lightning, 
In  the  rain  it  shows  its  wrath; 
When  you  feel  the   sense  of  anger 
In   the   thunder   and   the   rain. 
And    the   fearful  blasts   of   wind 
Make  you  stop  and  pray  again  .  .  . 
That  is   God. 

Sometimes  you   see   the  mountains 
All   dressed    in    snowy    white, 
And  you  watch   their  tinted  colors 
Fade    slowly    into    night; 
When   the   morning's   golden   sunbeams 
Lighten   all   the    land, 
And  you  gaze  up  to  the  mountains 
That  seem  so  great,  so  grand  .  .  . 
That   is   God. 

Oh,  you'll  feel  a  sense  of  beauty 
When  the  sea  throws  up  a   spray 
Of  lightly  foaming   -whiteness, 
That    blows    'most    any    way; 
When   the  billows  rise  in  mountains. 
When  the  ripples  softly  flow, 
You  will  find  that  awe  is  in  it 
No  matter  where  you  go   .   .   . 
That   is   God. 

You  will  feel  that  sense  of  beauty 
More   times   than   you   can   say; 
When  you  hear  this   still  voice   speaking, 
,     "Lo,  I  am  here  alway." 

You   can   hear  God's   still  voice  speaking: 
Stop  and  listen  then; 

For  when  the  awe  of  God's   own  nature 
Stirs   the  hearts   of  men   .   .   . 
That   is   God. 
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Camping  Midst  Ancient  Confucian 
Temples 

BY   MARTHA   N.   PARKER 

The  Ernest  Ikenberry  family,  who  had  gone  camping 
on  Crown  Mountain,  invited  the  Parker  family  to  spend 
a  few  days  with  them.  Our  household  went  over  sev- 
eral different  routes  and  used  several  different  modes 
of  travel.  Bobby,  then  one  year  old,  went  with  the 
amah  (nurse-maid)  in  a  sedan  chair  up  the  steep,  wind- 
ing path  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain.  Donald  and 
I  rode  on  a  donkey  and  Dr.  Parker  walked  beside  us. 
We  went  down  the  riverbed,  around  to  the  other  side 
of  the  mountain,  and  up  a  path  that  was  not  so  steep. 
There  was  a  second  donkey  on  which  were  strapped  our 
bedding  and  camp  cots.  Of  course  our  donkey  drivers 
were  a  necessary  part  of  our  party.  The  donkeys  in 
China  have  no  halters  and  no  bits,  but  are  driven  by 
words,  and  it  takes  one  who  has  had  practice  and  who 
can  really  speak  Chinese  to  drive  a  donkey.  The  last 
of  our  party  was  our  cook  who  took  the  shortest  and 
steepest  path  and  arrived  there  ahead  of  us. 

When  we  had  stood  on  our  front  porch  in  Ping  Ting 
and  looked  at  this  high,  crown-shaped  mountain  in  the 
light  of  the  setting  sun,  it  had  not  seemed  so  far  away. 
But  in  climbing  it,  we  found  it  to  be  altogether  dif- 
ferent. By  starting  out  early  the  next  morning  and  rid- 
ing a  donkey  by  roundabout  paths,  halfway  up  its  sides 
to  the  shaded  glen  where  we  were  to  camp,  we  were 
convinced  that  it  was  worthy  the  name  of  Crown  Moun- 
tain. Finally  we  arrived  at  our  camping  grounds  and 
were  welcomed  by  our  hostess.  In  this  glen,  where  cool 
springs  bubbled  out  of  the  mountainside,  were  located 
two  temples  and  a  kind  of  monastery  where  Confucian 
scholars  had  studied.  We  had  passed  one  of  these  tem- 
ples on  the  first  terrace  of  this  sheltered  glen,  the  only 
one  then  in  use  as  a  temple.  We  were  on  the  second 
terrace  in  front  of  the  old  monastery  courtyard  and 
above  us  on  the  third  terrace  was  the  other  temple. 

Our  hostess  led  us  into  the  courtyard,  through  the 
big  gate  which  was  always  closed  at  night,  past  the  goat 
pen,  through  a  smaller  gate  and  on  into  the  main  court- 
yard. To  our  right  as  we  entered  was  a  brick  stove 
used  for  cooking  our  food.  Next  to  this  were  the  rooms 
in  which  the  servants  stayed.  We  followed  our  hostess 
from  the  gate  straight  across  the  yard  into  the  large 
main  room  which  was  used  as  a  dining  room.  The  host 
and  hostess  had  the  room  to  the  right  of  the  dining 
room,  and  we  were  shown  to  our  room  at  the  left. 

The  Chinese  had  erected  these  buildings  hundreds  of 
years  before,  and  they  had  not  been  in  use  for  many 
years.  But  that  summer,  in  preparation  for  camping 
parties,  the  walls  had  been  brushed  down  and  white- 
washed as  high  as  one  could  reach.  One  half  of  our 
room,  in  regular  Chinese  style,  was  taken  up  by  a  kang 
or  brick  bed  which  is  made  with  a  flue  underneath. 
After  placing  oiled  cloth  on  the  kang  to  keep  off  any 
night  prowlers  of  the  insect  variety,  we  set  up  the  chil- 
dren's beds.  Our  cots  were  placed  on  the  floor  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room.  We  were  thus  comfortably 
housed,  if  sleeping  on  camp  cots  can  ever  be  called  com- 
fortable. 

That  evening  we  were  content  to  stay  inside  the 
courtyard,  and  after  supper  around  the  campfire,  we  lis- 


tened to  songs,  stories  and  reminiscences  such  as  only 
a  campfire  can  call  forth. 

The  next  day  we  explored  all  the  rooms  of  the  old 
monastery  and  saw  the  old  stone  tablets  written  by 
Confucian  scholars  centuries  before.  If  you  had  seen 
these,  you  would  never  again  be  guilty  of  repeating  that 
poorest  of  all  forms  of  jokes,  "Confucius  say,"  for  you 
would  know  what  a  great  and  honored  scholar  Confu- 
cius really  was.  After  looking  through  the  monastery, 
we  went  out  to  the  summer  house  from  where  we  could 
look  out  over  the  plain  far  below  and  see  our  home  and 
the  city  with  its  ancient  walls  and  pagodas.  From  there 
we  went  up  to  the  next  terrace  to  see  the  temple.  This 
was  as  far  as  we  cared  to  climb  that  day,  for  we  still 
felt  the  effects  of  our  donkey  ride. 

Another  day  Mrs.  Ikenberry  and  I  went  to  the  north 
side  of  the  mountain  and  climbed  halfway  between  the 
place  we  were  camping  and  the  summit.  We  followed 
a  narrow  trail  around  the  steep  sloping  side  of  the 
mountain  until  it  seemed  as  if  we  were  standing  direct- 
ly above  the  upper  temple.  Going  on  around  the  moun- 
tain to  the  south  horn,  we  came  to  the  place  where  the 
Ikenberry  children  were  playing.  Here  it  looked  as  if 
an  artist  had  been  trying  his  paints  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain.  The  soil  formation  was  unusual  in  its  var- 
ied colors;  one  strata  was  the  color  of  an  orange,  the 
next  a  light  sand  color  and  the  next  a  grey.  A  child 
could  well  have  imagined  that  the  rainbow  ended  there. 
The  children  were  writing  on  the  ground  with  these 
sands  of  many  colors  as  though  they  were  decorating 
a  cake  with  bright  sugar. 

As  we  were  wending  our  way  home  we  came  upon  a 
large  stone  structure  with  no  entrance,  but  with  open 
spaces  like  windows  near  the  top.  It  was  a  large  in- 
cinerator for  burning  papers.  The  old  Chinese  scholars 
taught  that  all  characters  were  sacred  so  papers  on 
which  characters  were  written  were  not  left  lying 
around  to  be  trampled  underfoot  but  were  collected  and 

Missionary  Society  Program  for  March 

BY  ESTHER  E.  BEAHM 

"Hai  ho,  hai  ho,"  sing  the  Chinese  stevedores  as  they 
labor  unloading  a  boat  on  a  steaming,  hot  and  con- 
gested river  front.  They  sometimes  cheer  one  another 
up  by  chanting,  "Work's  almost  done,  work's  almost 
done,"  or  "Better  day  tomorrow." 

Those  early  Christian  missionaries  and  Chinese  lead- 
ers must  have  gone  about  their  tasks  in  much  the  same 
spirit  as  a  Chinese  laborer.  How  else  could  Morrison 
have  accomplished  his  task  of  translating  the  Bible? 
Each  moment  he  worked  he  was  taking  his  life  in  his 
hands.  None  the  less  daring  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Hu 
Shih,  James  Yen  and  Miss  Tseng  as  they  set  about 
serving  our  Master  in  the  face  of  opposition. 

One  has  to  read  about  the  ideals  of  the  religions  of 
China  before  one  can  understand  why  it  is  hard  for  the 
Chinese  to  grasp  the  Christian's  real  motives. 

The  study  of  these  things  will  make  this  third  lesson 
on  Stand  By  for  China  extremely  interesting. 

If  you  have  not  yet  gotten  your  book,  write  at  once 
to  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111.,  and  ask  for 
Stand  By  for  China,  sixty  cents  per  copy,  and  program 
suggestions  for  the  leader,  twenty-five  cents  per  copy. 

Chicago,  III. 
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burned  in  this  incinerator.  While  we  were  standing 
there  discussing  this  structure,  we  heard  the  faint  cries 
of  a  cat.  Climbing  to  the  top,  we  found  that  the  temple 
keeper's  cat  had  gotten  into  the  incinerator  and  could 
not  get  out  because  of  the  dome-shaped  top.  Baskets 
and  ropes  were  brought  and  after  much  coaxing  with 
food,  she  finally  crawled  into  the  basket  and  was  pulled 
to  safety. 

The  next  day  it  rained  and  so  I  failed  to  go  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain.  The  effects  from  my  donkey  ride 
up  the  mountainside  had  proved  to  be  a  little  more  than 
the  ordinary  stiffness,  and  so  when  time  came  to  go 
home,  I  was  glad  to  ride  in  a  sedan  chair  carried  by  two 
coolies  in  preference  to  riding  a  donkey  down  those 
steep  paths.  Quick  and  sure-footed  as  were  those  cool- 
ies, I  still  wonder  how  we  came  down  the  mountain 
safely.  When  the  wind  blew,  and  it  blew  plenty  that 
day,  it  seemed  as  if  we  would  be  lifted,  sedan  chair  and 
all,  off  the  shoulders  of  the  coolies  and  blown  down 
over  the  precipice.  But  we  got  down  all  right  and  were 
glad  for  a  refreshing  bath  and  a  good  night's  sleep  in 
a  real  bed. 

On  Furlough,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Garkida  News  Notes 

BY  MODENA  MINNICH  STUDEBAKER 

Orphan  Babies 

There  has  been  such  an  influx  of  babies  into  the  nurs- 
ery that  the  nursery  buildings  proved  entirely  inade- 
quate. It  has  now  been  enlarged.  Miss  Horn  and  Miss 
Harper  have  mothered  these  tiny  babies  in  a  truly  won- 
derful way.  Some  are  orphan  babies,  and  some  are 
babies  taken  at  the  moment  of  birth  from  their  leprous 
mothers.  When  removed  immediately  from  the  home, 
these  babies  are  free  from  the  disease. 

Touring  in  the  Rain 

Miss  Moyer  has  returned  from  a  twelve-day  tour  in 
the  Kwajafa  area.  She  went  principally  to  check  on 
the  schools  and  to  encourage  the  schoolteachers,  but  the 
evangelistic  workers  and  dispensers  as  well  came  to  her 
eagerly  for  advice  and  companionship.  The  rains  have 
been  late  this  year,  and  during  the  last  days  of  October 
Miss  Moyer  had  the  unusual  experience  of  having  to 
perch  on  the  tilted  iron  bed  frame  of  her  camp  bed  to 
keep  her  feet  off  the  watery  tent  floor. 

The  African  Gospel  Messenger 

Since  more  and  more  of  our  Christians  are  becoming 
literate,  we  have  felt  the  responsibility  of  creating  for 
them  something  along  the  line  of  current  Christian  lit- 
erature. Accordingly,  our  African  Christians  may  now 
subscribe  to  a  church  paper,  "Paraku  Ata  Latu"  (Light 
on  the  Road),  for  the  sum  of  four  cents  a  year.  It  comes 
out  about  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  and  has  four 
pages.  It  carries  church  news  and  local  items  from 
Marama,  Garkida,  the  Leper  Colony  and  the  surround- 
ing villages.  A  prayer  calendar  is  a  new  feature  just 
being  introduced  this  month.  World  news  in  brief  and 
news  of  community  improvements  are  often  noted.  The 
little  paper  is  just  now  going  to  press  for  its  sixth  issue. 
It  is  assembled  at  Garkida.  Then  it  is  printed  at  Lassa 
on  our  own  mission  hand  press  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Kulp.  It  is  printed  in  both  the  Bura  and  Margi 
languages.  At  first  most  of  the  articles  were  contributed 
by  the  white  staff,  but  now  most  of  the  material  comes 


from  the  African  Christians.  We  hope  before  too  long 
to  be  able  to  turn  it  over  to  them  completely  so  that 
they  may  make  it  their  own  project.  There  are  now 
183  paid  subscriptions  and  the  interest  is  growing.  Will 
you  remember  our  little  Christian  newspaper  that  it 
may  not  only  be  a  source  of  joy  to  these  people  but  that 
it  may  be  a  welding  factor  and  an  inspiration  to  the 
Christian  group  here? 
Language 

As  you  have  no  doubt  surmised  by  the  articles  Bro. 
Faw  sent  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  concerning  the  Bura 
language,  he  and  his  wife  and  the  Petres  are  at  work 
in  earnest  on  the  language.  We  are  happy  for  this. 
Miss  Shisler,  who  has  remembered  the  language  re- 
markably well,  is  already  busy  in  the  women's  work 
and  in  teaching  classes  of  preachers  and  teachers. 

Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

Tennessee  District  met  at  the  Johnson  City  church  en 
Jan.  11,  1941.  The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 
"Be  it  resolved  that  the  pastors,  elders,  joint  boards 
and  representatives  of  men's  work,  women's  work  and 
young  people's  work  in  joint  session  approve  the  plans 
for  procedure  in  the  construction  of  camps  for  conscien- 
tious objectors  as  set  up  by  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee and  approved  by  the  authority  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee; and  furthermore,  we  pledge  to  support  this  pro- 
gram with  our  regular  sacrificial  offerings."  This  meet- 
ing also  made  definite  arrangements  for  an  every  mem- 
ber canvass  of  the  members  of  each  local  church.  We 
also  noted  the  following  statement  in  the  report:  "The 
Gospel  Messenger  carries  articles  each  week  in  regard 
to  the  great  issue  of  peace.  Ministers  should  keep  in- 
formed and  pass  the  information  on  to  the  people.  The 
ministers  must  give  the  people  a  vision.  Put  the  Gospel 
Messenger  into  every  home." 

The  Institute  for  Propaganda  Analysis  made  public 
recently  the  results  of  a  study  showing  that  organized 
pacifism  in  the  church  is  "much  stronger  today"  than 
it  was  in  1917.  Virtually  every  church  body  in  the 
country,  the  study  found,  is  on  record  as  favoring  non- 
combatant  duty  for  the  conscientious  objector.  "Up  to 
the  present  time,"  the  statement  said,  "the  Protestant 
churches  have  registered  6,000  conscientious  objectors." 
"Churches  in  America,"  the  statement  continues,  "which 
stress  pacifism  as  a  central  part  of  their  faith  have  a 
membership  of  about  350,000,  divided  as  follows:  The 
Friends  about  125,000,  the  Mennonites  100,000  and  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  about  140,000."  The  1941  Year- 
book shows  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  having  176,908 
members.  We  do  not  know  whether  this  report  con- 
cerning the  two  other  pacifist  churches  is  as  far  off  or 
not.  This  report  estimates  that  there  may  be  as  many 
as  450,000  pacifists  in  the  country.  While  this  is  less 
than  one  per  cent  of  the  total  church  membership  it 
represents  a  dynamic  minority  "moved  to  a  high  zeal 
by  a  faith  which  flourishes  under  adversity."  The  re- 
port goes  on  to  say:  "The  anti-war  position  of  religious 
pacifists  tends  to  be  constant,  no  matter  what  happens 
in  the  present  conflict,  and  should  be  distinguished  from 
the  position  of  church  groups  opposing  the  war  for 
political  reasons  or  because  of  the  racial  background  of 
their  members." 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  February  23 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jesus  Calls  to  Prayer. — Luke  18: 

1-14. 

Christian  Workers,  Devoted  to  Duty.     Luke  17:  7-10. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  A  Yardstick  for  Society. 

Iniermediaies,  Beyond  Our  Own  Church  Walls. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Water- 
ford  church,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
E.  F.  Couser,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa,  Bro. 
H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Bethel  Center  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Frank  M.  Dillon,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the 
Schoolfield  church,  Va.,  Bro.  L.  A.  Bowman,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Stump,  evangelist;  Bro.  Leo  H.  Miller,  pastor. 

One  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  First 
church,  Lansing,  Mich.,  Bro.  Galen  Barkdoll,  evangel- 
ist. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Galen  C.  Kilhefner  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  has  accepted 
a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Spring  Run  congregation 
of  Middle  Pennsylvania,  service  to  begin  June  1,  next. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler's  correspondents  can  reach  him  most 
easily  just  now  by  addressing  him  at  Sebring,  Fla.  He 
is  in  the  Southland  for  a  few  weeks  but  he  is  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  Sister  Zigler. 

Bro.  John  C.  Zug  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  isn't  John  C.  Long, 
even  if  that  last  Personal  Mention  in  last  week's  Mes- 
senger did  almost  say  so.  Our  apologies  to  Bro.  Zug, 
also  to  any  John  C.  Longs  there  may  be  among  the 
readers  of  this  paper. 

Two  more  two  in  ones  want  you  to  rejoice  with  them 
in  passing  the  golden  wedding  mark.  This  time  it  is 
Brother  and  Sister  Geo.  A.  Dove  of  Hotchkiss,  Colo., 
and  Brother  and  Sister  William  Sharpe  of  Blissfield, 
Mich.  Did  you  have  any  idea  there  were  so  many? 
There's  a  lot  of  goodness  in  the  world  yet. 

Bro.  Perry  R.  Hoover's  detention  here  by  an  attack 
of  the  flu  had  this  advantage  for  the  Messenger — a 
friendly  call  he  might  not  otherwise  have  found  time  to 
make  before  his  return  to  Beaverton,  Mich.  Another 
unrecorded  but  not  unappreciated  recognition  was  that 
by  Pastor  Cecil  C.  Ikenberry  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Bro.  Howard  Sollenberger,  lately  arrived  from  China, 
had  many  interesting  things  to  tell  as  you  can  well 
imagine  when  he  called  at  the  Messenger  offices  last 
week.  He  says  that  about  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  so- 
called  occupied  portion  of  China  is  actually  under  Jap- 
anese control.  He  came  via  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
stopping  to  visit  a  sister  who  lives  in  the  last-named 
country. 


Bro.  John  H.  Wright  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  has 
fallen  asleep  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-one.  He  gave 
sixty-seven  years  to  faithful  service  in  the  ministry.  We 
shall  no  doubt  have  more  particulars  soon. 

Bro.  Chas.  E.  Resser  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Washington,  D.  C,  is  rewriting  the  Men's  Work  Manual, 
even  though  writing  is  hard  work  for  him,  he  told  us 
the  other  day.  He  has  to  wait  till  the  mood  comes.  We 
know  of  Messenger  readers  who  wish  that  more  writers 
would  wait  at  least  that  long. 

Elder  James  A.  Sell  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  will  have  the 
sincere  sympathy  of  the  whole  brotherhood  in  the  pass- 
ing of  his  life  companion,  Sister  Esther  B.  (Stiffler)  Sell, 
Tuesday  morning,  Feb.  11.  She  would  have  been  nine- 
ty-four on  April  3.  They  observed  their  seventy-third 
wedding  anniversary  Oct.  19.  We  shall  have  more  later 
about  this  most  remarkable  life  pilgrimage. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

If  you  are  good  at  guessing  pictures  you  will  soon  see 
that  the  man  in  the  picture  on  page  2  of  this  Messenger 
is  the  same  as  the  Texas  pioneer  appearing  on  page  24. 

The  Plymouth  church  of  Northern  Indiana  celebrates 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  its  organization  tomor- 
row, Feb.  23.  Bro.  David  Metzler  of  Nappanee  will 
bring  the  morning  message.  In  the  evening  Prof.  H.  R. 
Hartzler  of  Goshen  College  will  direct  a  concert  of 
sacred  music.  "We  cordially  invite  all  past  members 
and  friends  to  be  with  us." 

We  welcome  a  large  number  of  new  readers  into  our 
Gospel  Messenger  family.  However,  there  may  be  some 
delay  in  getting  everybody's  name  on  our  mailing  list, 
so  we  must  ask  for  patience  in  this  matter.  If  you  have 
been  a  subscriber  and  are  getting  expiration  notices  in 
your  Messenger,  and  have  renewed  through  your 
church  agent  or  group,  please  disregard  the  notice.  Ev- 
erything will  be  adjusted  in  due  time.    Thank  you. 

Northwestern  Ohio  district  conference  will  be  held  in 
the  Fostoria  church  March  18-20.  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man is  guest  speaker  throughout  and  will  address  the 
first  session  Tuesday,  10:00  A.  M.  on  The  Challenge  to 
the  Christian  Ministry  in  1941.  Ministers  and  their 
wives  are  urged  to  be  present.  Elders  will  meet  at  1:00 
P.  M.,  also  women's  work  at  the  same  time.  Plan  now 
to  attend.  Watch  for  more  details  later. — Jay  F. 
Hornish,  Writing  Clerk,  Defiance,  Ohio. 

We  are  sorry  that  many  of  our  new  subscribers  are 
not  getting  their  Messengers  as  soon  as  expected.  Our 
subscription  department  finds  itself  in  much  the  same 
position  as  mine  host  when  an  extra  carload  of  company 
arrives.  But  the  workers  in  this  department  are  doing 
their  best  to  handle  the  flood  of  new  Messenger  sub- 
scriptions. There  is  extra  help  and  some  are  working 
overtime.  This  week  28,500  Messengers  were  printed. 
Under  normal  conditions  the  publisher  of  a  weekly  pa- 
per should  have  from  two  to  four  weeks  to  handle  a 
subscription  order.  But  we  are  not  working  under  nor- 
mal conditions.  We  are  sure  this  explanation  will  help 
you  have  a  little  more  patience.  Meanwhile  we  will  try 
harder  still  to  catch  up  with  the  work  of  getting  new 
names  on  the  Messenger  list. 
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The  women's  work  of  Southern  Ohio  is  in  conference 
today,  Feb.  22,  beginning  at  9:00  A.  M.  Sorry  we  could 
not  ,tell  you  about  it  sooner  but  "a  good  program  has 
been  planned  and  an  invitation  is  extended  to  all  who 
wish  to  come." 


Qhcut  Sochi 


Preaching  in  These  Times.  Scribners,  1940.  173 
pages.    $2.00. 

Under  this  title  are  printed  the  Lyman  Beecher  Lec- 
tures on  Preaching  given  at  Yale  University  in  1940. 
Although  the  series  is  normally  given  by  one  man,  this 
series  was  given  by  six  of  America's  outstanding 
preachers.  Throughout  runs  one  common  thread:  How 
preach  effectively  in  these  confused  times?  The  min- 
ister who  wishes  to  do  that  can  increase  his  effective- 
ness by  reading  and  considering  carefully  the  sugges- 
tions of  these  successful  preachers. 

George  Buttrick,  in  his  lecture,  Preaching  the  Whole 
Gospel,  reminds  us  that  the  social  gospel  must  be  put 
into  action  by  individuals  who  have  responded  to  the 
personal  gospel.  In  the  Dilemma  of  Civilization  the 
problem  of  providing  life's  comforts  without  weakening 
manhood  is  discussed  by  Edwin  McNeill  Poteat.  He 
finds  a  useful  place  for  the  right  kind  of  suffering. 
Preachers  Must  Listen  is  the  suggestive  title  of  the  lec- 
ture by  Arthur  Howe  Bradford.  He  says  preachers 
must  listen  to  their  people  to  learn  their  needs  and  to 
God  to  learn  how  to  meet  these  needs.  Elmore  McNeill 
McKee,  in  Leadership  Uncensored,  raises  the  question 
whether  American  preaching  may  not  be  uncensored 
and  tolerated  because  it  is  impotent  and  innocuous.  The 
problem  of  doctrinal  preaching  in  an  age  which  ques- 
tions Christianity's  fundamental  theses  is  presented  by 
Wyatt  Aiken  Smart  in  Old  Wine  in  New  Bottles.  The 
true  glory  of  the  church  is  described  by  Ernest  Fremont 
Tittle  in  The  Church  and  the  Glory  of  God  as  being  the 
church's  well-rounded  and  effective  ministry  to  God's 
children. 

The  fearless  and  constructive  position  taken  by  these 
preachers  is  heartening.  The  book  will  bring  encour- 
agement and  inspiration  to  those  who  wish  to  preach 
well  in  these  times. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Springs  of  Creative  Living.  Rollo  May.  Abingdon- 
Cokesbury  Press,  1940.     271  pages.    $2.00. 

This  is  the  best  book  that  your  reviewer  has  ever 
read  on  the  value  of  skillful  "psychological  counseling" 
by  the  Christian  minister.  This  volume  is  a  Religious 
Book  Club  selection  and  will  be  welcomed  by  a  host  of 
alert  clergymen.  Rollo  May,  now  pastor  of  a  Congre- 
gational church  in  New  Jersey,  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin 
College  and  Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  studied 
psychological  counseling  under  Dr.  Alfred  Adler  of 
Vienna  and  has  had  a  rich  experience  as  a  personal 
counselor  while  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  service  and  as  a  profes- 
sor in  New  York  University.  The  fact  that  insanity  has 
increased  thirty  per  cent  in  the  past  ten  years,  and 
neurosis  by  twice  this  figure,  makes  such  a  book  most 
timely.  The  author  fearlessly  examines  the  mental  dan- 
gers of  an  inadequate  religious  philosophy.  A  conserva- 
tism that  too  easily  "casts  the  burden  upon  the  Lord" 


may  make  a  problem  more  severe.  But  a  sane  psycho- 
logical approach  that  probes  to  the  heart  of  the  trouble 
and  which  is  grounded  in  a  vital  faith  will  get  results. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  liberalism  or  the  humanism  of 
the  1920's,  with  its  excessive  exaltation  of  man,  led  to  a 
new  pharisaism  which  the  author  well  calls  "egocen- 
tric moralism."  This  undue  inflation  of  the  personal 
ego,  resulting  in  man's  effort  to  lift  himself  by  his  own 
boot-straps,  has  a  strange  sound  in  the  face  of  the  pres- 
ent world  tragedy.  The  author  says:  "The  healthy  per- 
sonality is  one  who  creates  courageously,  but  who  ad- 
mits the  imperfections  of  all  his  deeds,  and  who  asks 
forgiveness  for  his  successes  as  well  as  his  failures." 
This  is  genuine  insight,  for  many  successes  are  condi- 
tioned by  the  failure  of  others.  The  author  has  a  strong 
belief  in  God,  a  belief  that  is  beautifully  expressed  in 
meaningful  phrases.  The  chapter  on  Grace  and  Clari- 
fication is  especially  stimulating  and  constructive.  In 
fact,  a  just  appraisal  of  this  volume  must  await  the 
reading  of  this  chapter,  for  it  is  here  that  the  author  so 
well  describes  what  he  means  by  "Creative  Living."  He 
speaks  of  the  grace  of  God  with  great  effect.  There  is 
grace  through  the  ministry  of  beauty,  grace  through  fel- 
lowship with  one's  fellow  men,  grace  through  a  selfless 
response  in  service,  and  above  all,  grace,  or  salvation  of 
the  person  and  society  through  Christ.  This  is  a  volume 
that  one  would  like  to  read  and  read  again. — Merlin  C. 
Shull. 

Rosanna  of  the  Amish.  Joseph  W.  Yoder.  The  Yoder 
Publishing  Company,  1940.     $2.00. 

It  speaks  well  for  a  book  when  a  good  sister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  says,  on  finishing  its  320  pages, 
"I  wish  this  book  were  twice  as  long."  Very  recently 
this  was  said  of  Rosanna  of  the  Amish,  written  by 
Joseph  W.  Yoder.  It  is  a  true  story  coming  from  the 
beautiful  Kishacoquillas  Valley  above  Lewistown,  Pa. 

In  the  preface,  the  author  informs  us  that  Rosanna's 
parents  were  his  ancestors.  This  accounts  for  the  sim- 
ple, honest  and  intimate  style  of  the  book.  The  author 
adheres  to  the  truth.  Every  name  is  the  real  name  of 
the  person  mentioned.  The  account  is  the  actual  life 
story  of  Rosanna.  The  quaint  peculiarities  of  the  Amish 
people  are  described  with  frankness  and  tenderness,  and 
their  virtues  are  set  forth  with  candor  and  with  hu- 
mility. The  book  is  both  a  delightful  family  tale  and 
a  faithful  history  of  Amish  customs  and  traditions  prac- 
tically unchanged  for  well  on  to  two  hundred  fifty  years. 

Readers  who  live  in  Pennsylvania  along  the  Juniata 
River,  in  Half  Moon  Valley,  in  Lost  Creek  Valley  or  in 
Big  Valley  will  feel  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  such  an 
accurate  picture  of  their  beloved  country  has  been 
painted  in  words  that  will  last.  Those  who  have 
learned  to  know  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  Amish  peo- 
ple, who  believe  so  firmly  in  nonconformity  to  the 
world,  will  be  glad  that  their  religious  life  and  social 
customs  have  been  so  clearly  portrayed.  Those  who  are 
members  of  plain  churches  which  have  not  retained 
their  early  simplicity  will  find  the  book  a  mirror  of 
memories  reflecting  changes  within  their  own  ranks 
brought  about  by  passing  years. 

Those  who  enjoy  bringing  to  mind  half-forgotten 
snatches  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  will  find  delight  in 
"Mei,  des  is  aver  en  sche  Bopelei,"  "Weil  nun  die  Zeit 
vorhanden  ist"  or  "Jah,  well,  Ich  bins  zufreide." — Anet- 
ta  C.  Mow. 
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It  Pays  to  Try 

BY  ROBERT   BYRD 

I've  tackled  the  jobs  that  were  knotty  and  hard 

And  I  know  what  it  means  to  fail; 

I've  struggled  alone  o'er  the  mountain's  steep, 

And  often  the  dangerous  trail 

I've  battled  alone,  and  I've  suffered  defeat; 

Saw  stronger  hearts  falter  and  die. 

I've  had  my  plans  crumble  and  fall  at  my  feet, 

But  I  know  it  was  worth  it  to  try. 

I've  seen  men  with  courage  to  venture  the  height 

And  I've  seen  them  go  down  in  defeat, 

But  rising  again  with  new  courage  and  might 

Press  on  to  a  victory  sweet. 

I've  witnessed  successes  and  failures  of  men 

Who  had  too  much  courage  to  die, 

And  I've  felt  a  great  growing  conviction  within 

That  it's  worth  lots  of  failures  to  try. 

I've  seen  men  of  talent,  who  failing  to  try, 

Left  nothing  behind  them  to  show 

But  nothingness,  emptiness,  leave  it  and  die 

With  few  friends  to  weep  as  they  go. 

And  I've  seen  very  genius  who  might  have  become 

Great  souls  in  the  Heart  Searching  Eye 

Go  down  in  forgetfulness,  simply  because 

They  hadn't  the  courage  to  try. 

So  keep  at  the  jobs  that  are  knotty  and  hard, 
And  smile  in  the  face  of  defeat; 
And  hold  up  your  head  through  the  storms  that  pre- 
vail 
And  fight  to  a  victory  complete. 
Although  you  may  stumble  and  fall  by  the  way, 
Just  keep  your  soul  anchored  on  high; 
And  make  it  worth  while  for  your  fellows  to  say: 
"It  was  worth  all  his  failures  to  try." 

Junior,  W.  Va. 


"Let's  Plant  Potatoes" 

BY  MILDRED  JENSEN  LOOMIS 
Ours  is  an  industrial  civilization.  If  a  man  from  Mars 
were  to  ask  us  what  distinguished  our  culture  we  should 
have  to  say,  "We  live  in  an  age  of  mechanization,  urban- 
ization, and  industrialization."  Machines  do  our  work; 
we  live  in  cities  (or  wish  we  did);  most  people  live  by 
jobs  in  office  or  factory,  or  have  government  relief 
while  waiting  for  such  jobs.  Man  is  turning  away  from 
human  labor,  the  country  and  nature. 

But  ours  is  a  civilization  on  the  decline.  Leaders 
point  out  moral  bankruptcy,  a  confusion  of  solutions  are 
offered,  and  few  see  real  hope  of  recovery.  When 
"things"  are  very  wrong,  usually  the  opposite  will  help. 
So  it  was  with  anticipation  that  I  read  recently  an  arti- 
cle with  the  intriguing  title,  Let's  Plant  Potatoes. 
"Here,"  I  said  to  myself,  "is  a  suggested  solution  to  pres- 
ent ills  at  once  different,  realistic  and  natural."  But  I 
finished  the  reading  with  some  disappointment.  The 
author  did  not  mean  we  should  really  plant  potatoes. 
His  article  was  a  homily  on  planting  ideas  and  seeding 
the  world  with  goodwill.     It  was  but  a  figure  of  speech. 


But  I  believe  there  is  hope  for  the  modern  world  in 
actually  planting  potatoes.  With  many  others,  particu- 
larly in  the  Agrarian  Distributist  group,  I  believe  we 
should  counter  our  overindustrialization  with  a  return 
to  a  more  natural  and  agrarian  culture.  Personalities 
grow  balanced  and  sturdy  where  rural  values  obtain. 
Consider  what  happens  when  we  plant  potatoes. 

First,  there  is  the  fellowship  of  work.  How  many  of 
us  in  our  industrialized,  urban,  professional  and  spe- 
cialized existence  still  know  the  joy  of  real  physical 
labor?  Those  who  work  in  office  or  factories  have  a 
disjointed  experience  in  that  either  the  head  or  the 
hand  may  be  required,  but  rarely  both.  Now  man  is 
not  just  a  head  or  just  a  hand,  and  when  his  work  sepa- 
rates the  two,  man's  real  nature  is  disintegrated.  To  be 
true  to  his  nature,  man's  work  should  utilize  his  mind, 
body  and  spirit — mind  for  the  planning,  body  and  hand 
in  the  executing,  and  moral  or  spiritual  qualities  in  be- 
ing responsible  for  the  quality  of  the  product  of  his 
labor. 

Now  planting  potatoes  requires  body,  mind  and  spir- 
it. Remember  the  tang  in  your  muscles  that  chilly  day 
when  you  planted  potatoes,  and  how  you  welcomed  the 
stooping  and  rising  to  keep  you  warm?  A  few  days 
later,  there  was  the  thrill  of  seeing  the  sturdy,  crinkly 
leaves  push  up  the  dirt.  Can  you  recall  the  wonder 
that  grew  in  you  as  you  considered  the  stir  of  life  and 
its  Source  which  made  that  possible?  Wouldn't  it  be 
well  if  we  extended  this  exercise  of  the  Spirit  by  an- 
nual and  real  contact  with  the  potato  patch?  Then  that 
sunny  day  you  went  out  to  hoe  in  the  early  morning, 
how  good  the  tingle  in  the  arms  and  legs  as  the  sun 
penetrated  the  skin  and  left  its  vital  deposit  of  vitamin 
D!  Yes,  there  is  plenty  of  good  health  and  robust  exer- 
cise in  planting  potatoes — and  Spirit,  too,  if  we  will,  but 
how  about  the  mental  stimulus? 

The  many  demands  on  intellectual  insight  in  plant- 
ing and  raising  potatoes  can  surpass  a  college  curricu- 
lum. First,  the  soil.  Is  it  properly  prepared?  Will 
capillary  action  take  place?  Is  there  enough  humus? 
What  is  humus  anyway?  Consider  the  work  of  that 
amazing  life-giving  bacteria  which  breaks  up  the  soil 
into  the  elements  to  feed  plant  roots.  What  wonderful 
organic  chemistry  goes  on  beneath  our  feet!  How  can 
we  add  some  humus  by  scientifically  composting  animal 
and  vegetable  waste?  How  many  earthworms  in  each 
cubic  foot  of  our  potato  patch?  How  is  it  that  they 
manufacture  humus?  Dare  I  use  commercial  fertilizer, 
or  will  it  destroy  the  precious  earthworm?  And  so  on 
into  the  far  reaches  of  chemistry,  biology  and  physics. 

How  about  the  seed?  Is  it  strong  stock?  How  did 
Burbank  develop  it  anyway?  How  can  I  treat  the  seed 
to  be  free  of  blight?  Such  problems  take  us  afield  into 
physiology,  botany  and  ecology.  There  are  mathe- 
matical demands  too.  How  many  eyes  per  piece  of  po- 
tato are  good?  At  what  angles  shall  I  cut  them?  How 
deep  shall  I  plant  them?  How  far  apart  should  the 
rows  be?  And  that  sense  of  precision  and  Tightness 
which  demands  that  the  rows  be  straight  sends  us 
trudging  back  to  the  house  for  the  guide  string  which 
we  forgot! 

Later,  the  lowly  potato  bug  can  start  the  brain  wheels 
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working.  Where  did  he  come  from?  What  beetle  or 
"butterfly  produced  the  eggs?  Is  there  truth  in  the  fas- 
cinating idea  that  pests  are  an  indication  of  weakness 
in  the  plant,  and  that  healthy  soil  will  produce  such 
sturdy  plants  that  bugs  cannot  harm  them,  but  perish 
in  their  attack?  Surely  we  have  to  be  mentally  alert 
to  compass  the  potato  patch. 

There's  art,  too.  What  a  shower  of  green  the  young 
patch  is,  and  how  like  a  fountain  each  plant  as  it  spreads 
to  hide  the  earth!  And  later,  how  lovely  in  the  moon- 
light are  the  vines  with  their  white  clusters  of  blossoms 
•everywhere.  Flanked  by  the  blooming  hollyhocks  at 
the  fence  row,  and  by  rows  of  beans,  curly  yellow-green 
lettuce  and  corn,  with  here  and  there  bright  spots  of 
poppies  and  zinnias,  the  potato  grower  knows  the  true 
satisfaction  of  combining  use  and  beauty  in  his  garden. 

Then  the  fun  of  testing  for  the  first  tubers!  There's 
a  real  thrill  that  day  when  a  plant  is  pulled  and  egg- 
sized  potatoes  cling  to  the  roots,  gleaming  through  their 
generous  coating  of  black  earth.  In  a  flash  one  recalls 
bits  of  literature  or  oft-repeated  scripture — "the  seed 
has  brought  forth  its  fruit."  In  that  moment  the  planter 
keenly  senses  his  participation  in  the  elemental  process 
of  creation.  Then  a  quick  soaking  in  lots  of  water;  a 
swish;  and  into  the  kettle,  jackets  and  all.  How  fresh 
"their  taste!  Not  like  the  bruised,  well-scrubbed  kind 
from  the  market.  It's  good  to  eat  them,  but  what's 
more,  it  has  been  good  to  produce  them.  One's  in- 
tegrity advances  a  bit  at  the  realization  that  here  pro- 
duction and  consumption  are  united.  A  deep  sense  of 
satisfaction  tells  us  that  this  union  is  true  to  man's  na- 
ture and  is  good. 

Comes  the  hot  July  and  August  sun.  The  plants 
wither  away  all  too  quickly.  Shall  we  call  our  patch 
ugly  now,  as  it  lies  brown  and  inert  with  only  a  stray 
weed  or  morning-glory  showing  green?  Shall  we  re- 
sent its  dying?  What  is  death  anyway?  Must  death 
always  accompany  the  creation  of  the  new? 

A  month  later  the  whole  family  will  harvest  the 
brown  nuggets — father  and  mother  and  the  children 
working  together.  In  big  brown  sacks  we'll  carry  them 
to  their  bin  in  the  cellar.  There  we'll  dip  into  them 
all  winter  long,  each  time  renewing  our  strength  by  the 
elements  created  from  sun  and  soil  and  rain  in  the  po- 
tatoes which  we  helped  grow. 

Such  is  the  cycle  of  the  potato  patch,  with  brief  in- 
dication of  its  contribution  to  the  development  of  per- 
sonality through  exercise  of  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

So  why  not  plant  potatoes?  I  mean  this  literally. 
And  why  not  plant  them  permanently?  This  last,  of 
course,  is  a  bit  of  a  symbol — a  symbol  for  the  develop- 
ing of  a  new  culture  where  agrarian  activities  will  be 
available  to  the  masses  and  where  rural  values  will  pre- 
dominate. 

Is  it  not  time  we  analyzed  the  real  nature  of  our  mod- 
•ern  industrial  and  mechanical  civilization  and  seriously 
noted  what  it  has  done  to  man's  nature?  Must  we  con- 
tinue to  assume  that  man  must  adjust  to  a  mass-pro- 
duction industrialism,  or  might  it  be  more  realistic  to 
look  at  man  and  decide  to  create  a  civilization  that 
suits  his  fundamental  nature? 

What  is  good  for  man?  Certainly  those  things  and 
those  experiences  which  allow  for  the  full  development 
of  all  his  capacities.     What  are  the  capacities  of  this 


diverse  creature?  Can  we  list  them  as  physical,  bio- 
logical, economic,  mental,  emotional,  artistic,  social  and 
spiritual?  Can  we  look  for  a  pattern  in  which  all  of 
these  capacities  will  be  utilized  "in  one  piece"  so  to 
speak?  Many  of  us,  shattered  by  the  compartmental- 
ized existence  of  today,  are  longing  for  an  integrated 
life  where  our  work  and  play  and  love  and  worship  are 
all  one.  We  are  convinced  that  it  is  false  to  the  unity  of 
man  to  work  in  one  place  at  one  thing;  to  play  in  an- 
other in  a  totally  different  pattern;  to  develop  our  minds 
in  some  isolated  class;  to  take  art  in  another;  to  buy 
our  food  on  the  fly;  spend  a  few  hours  at  home;  then 
rush  off  to  another  round  of  work  and  play.  That  kind 
of  departmentalized  existence  so  atomizes  us  that  we 
find  life  mostly  confusion  and  defeat.  Its  most  serious 
result  is  that  the  fundamental  unit,  family  life,  is  bear- 
ing the  brunt  and  paying  the  bill  with  further  and  fur- 
ther disintegration. 

Members  of  the  Agrarian  Distributist  group  believe 
that  man's  real  and  full  nature  can  best  be  fostered  by  a 
predominantly  rural  society.  If  we  give  thoughtful 
consideration  to  the  following  questions,  trying  to  an- 
alyze what  is  truest  and  best  for  the  development  of 
man's  capacities,  how  many  answers  will  favor  a  rural 
as  against  an  urban,  industrialized  conditioning  for 
man's  life? 

Where  can  man's  physical  nature  best  be  developed? 
Isn't  it  where  sun,  space,  air  and  soil  allow  manual  ac- 
tivities under  healthful  conditions?  Isn't  it  where  food 
is  plentiful,  fresh  and  untainted  by  all  the  devitalizing, 
pasteurizing,  and  storage  processes  necessary  to  modern 
commercialism? 

Where  can  men  and  women  best  exercise  their  nor- 
mal biological  capacities?  Isn't  it  where  families  can 
develop  naturally?  Isn't  that  where  they  knew  the  se- 
curity of  their  own  home-ownership?  Can  many  fam- 
ilies own  homes  on  high-valued  city  land?  Shouldn't 
families  be  independent,  secure  and  creative?  Isn't  that 
on  the  land  where  human  energies  can  be  applied  to  the 
immediate  satisfaction  of  important  needs,  where  chil- 
dren are  welcome,  and  find  wholesome  useful  tasks  to 
perform?  How  can  man  (or  civilization  either)  really 
progress  when  great  urban  centers  demand  that  mar- 
riage be  postponed  or  travestied,  where  families  face 
constant  insecurity  of  employment,  where  the  birth  of  a 
child  is  often  a  catastrophe  instead  of  the  greatest  of 
human  joys? 

Where  are  man's  economic  needs — his  food,  clothing 
and  shelter — most  secure?  On  the  land,  where  his  own 
efforts  issue  in  potatoes,  carrots,  milk,  fruit  and  grains, 
or  where  each  week  he  receives  a  slip  of  paper  (a  wage) 
that  may  rise,  fall  or  stop  without  his  being  consulted? 

Where  is  intellectual  life  most  stimulated,  in  the  var- 
ied, diverse  and  numerous  demands  of  country  living, 
or  in  the  mechanized  specialties  of  modern  industry? 
Does  mental  life  grow  chiefly  with  reading  and  study- 
ing or  through  experiencing?  Where  can  insights  grow 
deepest  into  the  real  nature  of  the  universe  (where  in- 
tellect does  not  separate  itself  from  emotion)  in  asso- 
ciation with  the  natural,  or  with  the  mechanical? 

Where  is  emotional  life  the  richest?  In  close-knit 
rural  families  where  everyone  co-operates  on  the  fam- 
ily livelihood,  or  in  the  dormitory  existence  of  urban 
apartments  where  every  member  of  the  family  goes  his 
specialized  way?  Where  is  emotional  depth  more  like- 
ly to  grow — sharing  the  birth,  growth  and  death  ex- 
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periences  of  plants  and  animals,  or  on  the  barren  city 
pavements? 

How  about  our  artistic  ability  and  expression?  Is  it 
more  likely  to  develop  through  attending  museum  ex- 
hibits or  by  close  contact  with  nature  and  the  repeated 
making  of  useful  articles?  Do  we  develop  our  artistic 
nature  by  looking  at  art  objects  or  by  making  things 
with  skill  and  affection?  With  the  factory  turning  out 
more  things  than  we  need  and  faster  than  we  can  buy 
them,  what  chance  or  need  is  there  for  men  and  women 
to  make  useful  things?  Why  couldn't  we  develop  a 
habit  of  using  tools  (and  modern  small-scale  machines) 
in  our  homes  for  weaving  and  sewing  beautiful  gar- 
ments; for  making  furniture  and  pottery;  for  gardening, 
and  the  making  of  all  manner  of  useful  and  beautiful 
things?  Why  shouldn't  art  be  a  normal  experience  for 
every  one,  instead  of  the  studio  activity  of  a  few  spe- 
cialists who  produce  things  (often  abnormal  and  bizarre) 
for  the  rest  of  us  to  look  at?  Would  this  art-craft-life 
be  more  possible  in  the  country  or  in  the  city? 

Where  is  man's  social  and  play-nature  best  de- 
veloped? Isn't  our  social  nature  first  nurtured  in  a 
close-knit  family  of  several  members  of  varying  age- 
range?  Is  modern  man's  idea  of  social  life  the  gracious, 
unscheduled,  sharing  of  common  tasks  and  interests 
(haying,  quilting,  and  husking  bees)  or  is  it  the  com- 
mercial, individualized  and  spectatorized  habit  of  thea- 
ter, stadium  and  night  club?  Is  the  modern  play  spirit 
the  natural  outgrowth  of  satisfying  work  or  an  escape 
from  office  and  factory  boredom?  Where  could  man's 
social  life  best  be  an  integral  part  of  his  work,  in  a 
rural  or  urban  setting?  Where  could  singing  and  folk 
dancing  and  festivals  be  more  spontaneous,  in  the  coun- 
try or  in  the  steel  factory? 

Isn't  religious  insight  dependent  on  some  concept  of 
the  universe  with  a  realization  of  its  inscrutability,  and 
submission  to  it?  How  can  man  come  to  know  the  na- 
ture of  the  universe  when  he  is  remote  from  the  soil, 
from  the  birth  and  death  process  in  nature,  and  when 
he  is  limited  to  the  experiencing  of  the  mechanical,  in- 
tellectual or  solely  human?  If  human  contacts  are  to 
issue  in  religious  experiencing,  must  they  not  be  full, 
rich  and  continuous?  How  can  this  be  true  in  the  fleet- 
ing, superficial  knowing  of  his  fellows  in  contemporary 
urban  society?  Can  religion  best  flourish  apart  from 
those  experiences  and  values  which  center  in  the  home, 
the  hearth  and  the  country? 

Where  will  less  violence  more  likely  occur — in  those 
persons  living  a  life  which  utilizes  all  their  capacities, 
or  in  those  individuals  frustrated  and  disintegrated  by 
the  denial  of  some  emotional,  biological,  artistic  or  oth- 
er capacity? 

Do  you  agree  that  it  is  time  to  plant  potatoes  perma- 
nently? To  plan  and  work  in  the  direction  of  a  more 
definitely  agrarian  culture?  To  be  proud  if  our  life  is 
already  cast  in  that  pattern,  and  to  develop  the  artistic 
and  cultural  life  so  often  neglected  in  rural  communi- 
ties? To  seek,  if  we  are  an  industrial  worker,  a  home 
on  an  acre  or  two  to  afford  us  the  security  and  creative 
activities  not  possible  in  a  city  flat?  In  short,  must  we 
not  seriously  work  to  eliminate  the  evils  of  overindus- 
trialization, and  develop  that  pattern  of  living  which 
will  foster  the  use  and  development  of  all  man's  human 
capacities? 

Brookville,  Ohio. 


Shall  Brethren  Attend  Movies? 

BY  GRACE  BOONE 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  days  long  past  and 
gone  did  not  hesitate  to  raise  her  voice  openly  and  bold- 
ly in  a  very  definite  way  regarding  all  the  moral  issues 
of  the  day.  Recently  an  article  on  Should  the  Church 
Teach  Morals?  was  read  at  a  women's  group  meeting. 
They  were  then  asked  to  guess  in  which  year  it  was 
written.  The  guesses  were  from  1918  to  1930.  The 
sister  who  guessed  1918  said,  "Well,  it  has  been  about 
that  long  since  the  church  did  much  teaching  along  this 
line."  The  article  was  written  in  1934  by  Helen  Hoak 
Eikenberry,  and  printed  in  the  Gospel  Messenger.  In 
this  article  she  writes,  "Every  question  of  right  and 
wrong  properly  comes  under  the  consideration  of  the 
church,  and  if  it  cannot  be  settled  there,  where  can  it 
be  settled?" 

In  recent  years  this  has  been  the  idea  prevalent  in 
our  teaching:  We  must  respect  the  other  person's 
opinion,  let  each  member  decide  for  himself  what  is 
right  and  wrong,  grouping  a  lot  of  moral  issues  to- 
gether, and  speaking  of  them  as  some  of  these  things. 

On  one  or  two  issues  at  least  we  declare  ourselves 
decidedly  on  one  side  of  the  fence,  and  will  argue  with 
the  best  or  the  worst  of  them,  regardless  of  their  opin- 
ion.   And  we  have  not  considered  this  to  be  rude. 

I  certainly  agree  most  heartily  with  Moderator  Rufus 
Bowman  in  saying  in  his  splendid  Conference  sermon 
that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  needs  to  establish  again 
cultural  patterns  of  her  own.  It  would  seem  that 
Hollywood  has  dictated  the  cut  of  the  pattern  long 
enough. 

In  a  recent  study  on  leisure  and  recreation  for  a 
women's  group  we  found  some  very  interesting  facts 
as  to  movies,  dance  halls,  roadhouses  and  the  like. 
Some  of  the  facts  are  as  follows:  The  exploitation  of 
pleasure  has  always  been  a  profitable  venture  for  those 
concerns  that  catered  to  human  weakness.  Such  things 
as  liquor,  drugs,  gambling,  prostitution,  salacious  lit- 
erature, vulgar  shows,  dance  halls,  night  clubs  and  road- 
houses.     (Not  a  very  attractive  line-up,  is  it?) 

The  League  of  Decency  of  the  Catholic  Church,  par- 
ent teachers'  associations,  and  women's  clubs  are  work- 
ing on  the  problem,  but  the  cash  register  has  a  greater 
influence  in  determining  the  kind  of  films  produced 
than  any  law,  or  system  of  laws,  boards  of  censors,  or 
any  other  organization.  Few  movies  can  be  definitely 
classed  as  good  or  bad,  because  there  is  an  element  of 
both  in  most  of  them.  Beecher  said,  "There  is  scarcely 
an  evil  incident  to  human  life  which  may  not  be  fully 
learned  at  the  theatre.  With  the  dance,  literature  and 
woman's  attire  the  stage  has  swung  out  and  down  to 
the  farthest  reaches  of  indecency  and  immorality." 
(With  what  words  would  Beecher  describe  the  present 
situation?) 

Our  survey  showed  that  high  school  boys  and  girls 
often  expressed  sympathy  for  criminals  and  were  less 
critical  of  crime.  Some  even  drew  the  conclusion  that 
hard  plodding  and  honest  work  did  not  pay.  A  boy  six- 
teen confessed  that  he  got  his  idea  of  robbing  a  store 
from  a  criminal  picture.  Others  said  they  learned  from 
movies  how  to  open  safes,  to  cut  burglar  alarms,  to 
break  windows  noiselessly,  to  use  master  keys. 

A  study  of  3,000  people  showed  that  the  scenes  best 
(Continued  on  Page  23) 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


LOOKING  FORWARD  TO  EASTER 


Preparing  for  Easter  Through  Sacrifice 

By  John  D.  Metzler,  Bourbon,  Indiana 

At  Easter  time  we  think  of  the  supreme  sacrifice  of 
Jesus.  He  had  devoted  his  energies  to  one  cause.  Now 
he  had  also  given  his  life  to  the  same  purpose,  the  sal- 
vation of  man. 

If  we  are  to  appreciate  fully  the  Easter  spirit,  we  too 
must  have  singleness  of  purpose.  We  do  not  fully  ap- 
preciate the  goodness  of  food  when  we  are  at  a  loaded 
table.  To  enjoy  to  the  greatest  extent,  we  must  give 
up  some  of  the  foods.     So  with  Easter. 

To  get  fully  into  its  spirit,  we  must  do  as  Christ  did, 
we  must  sacrifice.  This  means,  of  course,  our  financial  sac- 
rifice— giving  above  our  normal  giving — giving  of  that 
which  we  wanted  for  ourselves.  But  it  involves  more. 
It  involves  sacrifice  to  the  point  of  singleness.  Many 
things  are  of  themselves  good,  but  in  the  aggregate 
these  good  things  may  keep  us  from  the  deepest  appre- 
ciation of  the  best. 

If  we  will  really  weigh  the  values  of  our  pleasures; 
of  our  luxuries,  or  those  things  which  give  ease  to  our 
bodies;  if  we  will  find  those  things  which  are  of  funda- 
mental value  to  our  spiritual  well-being,  then  we  will 
be  in  a  position  to  know  what  to  keep  and  what  to  give 
up. 

As  we  live  on  a  basis  of  our  physical  needs,  as  we 
limit  our  social  activities  to  those  giving  the  greatest 
spiritual  values,  as  we  devote  our  surpluses  without  re- 
serve and  with  singleness  to  Christ's  advancement,  then 
we  will  have  sacrificially  prepared  ourselves  for  Easter. 


Preparing  for  Easter  Through  Worship 

By  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  Huntington,  Indiana 
A  schoolboy  went  into  a  store  to  buy  a  compass. 
When  he  had  stated  his  need  the  clerk  said,  "We  have 
compasses  with  which  to  draw  circles,  but  none  with 
which  to  go  places."  How  true  is  this  of  most  individu- 
als and  churches!  We  have  worship  experiences  with 
which  to  draw  circles,  but  none  with  which  to  go  places. 
Time  after  time  we  go  through  the  same  motion  till  it 
becomes  perfunctory.  We  may  swing  one  point  of  the 
mind  toward  God,  but  too  often  it  is  attached  to  another 
point  of  the  mind  which  remains  fixed  on  the  earth, 
earthy,  and  prevents  us  getting  farther  than  the  old 
familiar  circle  of  forms  and  mechanics. 

We  move  rapidly  toward  another  Easter.  Will  it  be 
just  another  Easter  by  which  we  circle  some  formal, 
sterile  practices  of  the  past,  or  by  the  grace  of  God,  can 
we  attain  the  worship  experience  which  will  send  us 
places?  Easter  is  synonymous  with  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  the  basic  fact  of  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  This 
was  the  religious  compass  which  guided  the  radiant 
Christian  evangelists  of  the  first  century  all  over  the 
Roman  Empire.  It  made  them  fearless,  calm,  and  serene 
in  facing  hardship,  persecution  and  death. 

How  can  we  have  that  kind  of  religious  experience? 
How  can  we  really  go  places  and  do  things  for  God  at 
Easter  and  afterwards?  Proper  worship  can  and  should 
help  prepare  us  for  creative  action  in  these  times.  Our 
lives,  like  the  mariner's  compass,  need  a  pivotal  center. 


Preparation  for  Holy  Week 

Plan  for  evangelistic  work. 
Plan  for  Passion  Week  services. 

Faces   About    the    Cross   by    Clovis    G.    Chappell,    Gish 
Fund    price   60c* 

Plan  a  series  of  special  lessons  for  those  pre- 
paring to  accept  church  membership. 

Preparing  for  Church  Membership  by  Jesse  D.  Reber, 

50c   per   copy.** 
What   a    Young    Christian    Ought   to    Know    by    W.    G. 

Nyce,    10c    per    copy;    75c    per    dozen;    $3.00    for    50 

copies;    $5.50   for    100   copies.* 
The   Fellowship   of   Prayer   prepared    by    Gaius    Glenn 

Atkins,    2c    per    copy.*** 

Plan  for  Palm  Sunday  membership  roll  call. 

Plan  for  the  communion  service,  if  held  dur- 
ing Holy  Week. 

Plan  for  an  extraordinary  Easter  offering  for 
church  work. 


*  Order  from  Brethren  Publishing  House,  22  S.  State 

St.,   Elgin,    111. 
**  Order  from  General  Boards,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
•**  Order    from     Department    of    Evangelism,    Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  297  Fourth  Ave.,  New  York. 


That  center  must  be  God.     Those  whose  lives  draw  cir- 
cles are  trying  to  serve  two  masters. 

True  worship  is  practicing  the  presence  of  God.  That 
is  not  automatic  and  it  does  not  just  happen.  It  needs 
to  be  deliberate  and  planned.  Plan  for  a  daily  quiet 
hour.  Keep  it  religiously.  Leave  out  of  your  daily 
schedule  some  of  the  unnecessary  things  which  always 
keep  you  on  the  jump.  Wait  for  God.  Listen  for  the 
"still  small  Voice."  Read  the  Bible.  Follow  a  daily 
devotional  guide  if  you  like.  Be  thankful  for  God  and 
his  blessings.  In  public  worship,  be  punctual  and  regu- 
lar. Participate  as  much  as  possible.  Get  others  into 
public  worship.  Win  souls  for  Christ.  That  is  the  spirit 
of  Easter  and  the  true  spirit  of  worship.  After  Easter, 
keep  up  the  program.  Follow  the  compass  which  points 
to  Christ.  These  are  days  which  call  for  Christian  ac- 
tion. "Not  everyone  that  sayeth  Lord,  Lord  shall  enter 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven." 


Preparing  for  Easter  Through  Personal  Work 

By  Paul   Longenecker,   Outlook,   Washington 

When  I  think  of  Easter,  the  commemoration  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord,  I  think  of  the  glorious  experi- 
ence which  followed  the  world's  darkest  moment.  For 
this  occasion  there  must  be  some  preparation  that  we 
might  make  the  most  of  this  experience.  Some  prepara- 
tion for  this  Easter  ought  be  made  through  personal 
work. 

We  can  be  people  of  the  "shining  face"  in  the  measure 
in  which  we  have  had  the  experience  of  winning  others 
to  Jesus  and  his  way  of  life.  I  shall  never  forget  how 
happy  I  was  after  I  had  falteringly  and  with  stutterings 
asked  a  friend  to  consider  the  claims  of  Christ  in  his 
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life.  I  walked  home  that  night  on  air  because  I  was  so 
happy.  On  another  occasion  years  later,  when  I  con- 
fronted a  young  man  with  Christ  and  his  claims,  this 
young  man  said  he  would  think  it  over.  He  said  "Yes" 
to  God  and  I  was  happy.  We  always  are  joyful  when 
people  accept  Christ  through  personal  work  in  which  we 
have  had  a  part. 

As  we  experience  this  joy  we  realize  more  than  ever 
before  our  own  short-comings  and  weaknesses  and  sins. 
We  confess  them  to  God  and  to  our  fellowmen,  not  a  bad 
procedure,  and,  if  we  are  honest  with  all  concerned, 
change  our  ways  more  and  more  unto  the  ways  of  God 
for  us.  "I  count  not  myself  to  have  laid  hold.  ...  I 
press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  I  must  realize  in  my  own  life 
more  of  Christ  if  I  am  going  to  bear  witness  of  him  to 
another. 

I  will  prepare  my  own  heart,  and  I  will  prepare 
through  friendship  and  genuine  interest  others  around 
me,  one  by  one,  for  the  indwelling  of  Christ  who  is  the 
fairest  of  ten  thousand  to  my  soul.  This  takes  time, 
love,  interest  and  concern  for  people.  We  are  prepar- 
ing the  way  for  the  greatest  change  that  they  have  ever 
experienced — their  being  drawn  to  and  their  acceptance 
of  Christ  as  their  Friend  and  Savior  of  whom  they  may 
say  with  the  poet: 

I've  found  a  Friend;  O!  such  a  Friend! 
He  loved  me  ere  I  knew  him! 
He  drew  me  with  the  cords  of  love, 
And  thus  he  bound  me  to  him: 
And  round  my  heart  still  closely  twine 
Those   ties   which  nought  can   sever, 
For  I  am  his,  and  he  is  mine, 
Forever  and  forever. 


Looking  Forward  to  Easter 

By  Robert  Byrd,  Junior,  West  Virginia 

Again  we  approach  that  season  of  the  year  in  which 
we  commemorate  both  the  darkest  and  the  brightest 
hour  of  human  history — the  hour  in  which  the  greatest 
Man  of  history  suffered  a  crushing  defeat — yet  the  hour 
in  which  he  turned  that  defeat  into  an  eternal  and  glo- 
rious victory.  Today  as  we  look  back  through  the  maze 
of  the  centuries,  we  are  constantly  reminded  that  per- 
haps once  again  we  are  faced  with  a  possible  recurrence 
of  the  seeming  defeat  suffered  by  the  Man  of  Galilee. 
Just  now  it  is  easy  to  believe  that  we  are  facing  the 
darkest  hour  in  Christian  civilization.  Cherished  de- 
mocracies seem  crumbling  before  the  Juggernaut  of 
dictatorship.  Even  in  our  own  beloved  country  the 
trend  seems  definitely  toward  the  centralization  of 
power,  and  with  the  grim  shadow  of  war  hanging  over 
us  it  is  difficult  to  feel  secure  in  the  faith  of  our  fathers 
and  to  commend  ourselves  to  the  fact  of  the  triumphant 
certainty  of  a  glorious  resurrection. 

But  pause  with  me  in  this  seemingly  darkest  hour 
and  reflect  upon  the  fact  of  Eastertide.  Let  its  spirit 
flow  into  the  soul.  Easter  is  not  an  event  that  just  hap- 
pened. It  comes  at  an  appointed  time  to  demonstrate 
the  fact  of  a  resurrection  of  life  after  a  period  of  seem- 
ing defeat  by  the  forces  of  death,  but  just  when  every- 
thing seems  most  hopeless,  the  grim  hand  of  death  re- 
laxes its  icy  grip  and  as  from  the  tomb  life  springs  forth 
to  manifest  itself  anew — a  victorious  reality.  I  cannot 
•conceive  of  existence  without  a  resurrection.  It  is  in- 
evitable. I  feel  it  throbbing  in  my  veins.  Without  it  the 
universe  would  be  a  subterfuge. 


Somewhere  in  the  great  beyond  man  must  have  op- 
portunity to  complete  his  dreams — to  realize  the  fulfill- 
ment of  life,  and  as  we  go  forward  day  by  day,  may  we 
determine  deep  within  to  rediscover  for  ourselves  the 
glorious  infection  of  its  victorious  spirit. 

I  held  within  my  hand  one  day 

A  dead,  dry  bulblet  of  a  flower. 

It  seemed  as  but  a  dried  up  mass, 

A  symbol  of  a  passing  hour. 

I  planted  it  with  tedious  care 

Where  human  eyes  but  seldom  see, 

And  soon  a  lily  pure  and  fair 

From  its  dark  background  smiled  at  me. 

I  thought:  How  like  is  mortal  man! 
We  die — we  fade  with  things  of  earth — 
But  one  day  must  come  back  again 
And  here  fulfill  our  dreams  of  worth. 
There  is  no  death — just  resting  time 
In  Paradise  awhile  to  'bide, 
And  then  one  day  "the  heights  sublime" 
As  Jesus  did  at  Eastertide. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Pari  V.    Master  of  Possessions 

Scripture:    Luke  12: 13-21 
Sunday,  March  9 

I.  The  Need  for  a  Discussion  of  This  Subject 

1.  In  our  day  as  in  Jesus'  time,  some  people  quarrel 
over  the  inheritance.  Brothers  and  sisters  too  often 
strain  if  not  break  fellowship  over  the  property  of 
the  parents. 

2.  With  the  world  at  war  the  ownership  of  property, 
even  in  America,  is  a  thing  fraught  with  grave  uncer- 
tainties.    Other  values  are  more  abiding. 

3.  The  hunger  and  suffering  of  the  people  of  the  world 
demand  great  sharing  on  the  part  of  Christians. 

4.  Brethren  Service  (including  camps,  peace  and  re- 
lief) is  intended  to  encourage  sharing  above  and  be- 
yond the  regular  giving  of  the  church. 

5.  In  the  light  of  world  needs,  democratic  America 
will  increase  her  sharing  of  values  by  deliberate  choice, 
or  else  do  it  by  reason  of  force.  We  can  take  our 
choice.     Christian  people  must  lead  the  way. 

II.  What  Then  May  We  Do? 

1.  Consider  Jesus'  teaching  seriously  (Luke  12:13-15). 

a.  Be  on  strict  guard  to  avoid  giving  money  first 
place  in  our  lives. 

b.  Refuse  to  be  worried  as  to  who  gets  the  home 
place,  just  so  Christ's  cause  is  furthered  by  it.  Strive 
to  be  unselfish. 

c.  Remember  that  some  members  of  the  family  may 
be  more  needy  than  others  and  equal  shares  may  not 
be  just. 

d.  Consider  making  the  home  farm  an  instrument  of 
social  security  held  intact  as  joint  property  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  a  place  to  which  any  or  all  may 
return  at  any  time  for  shelter,  rest,  or  convalescence. 
Some  families  consider  this  better  security  than  that 
offered  by  the  government  or  investments.  Think  this 
idea  over.     List  advantages  and  difficulties. 

2.  Consider  Jesus'  teaching  in  Luke  12:16-21. 

a.  Consider  barns,  houses,  and  physical  things  as 
tools  for  service,  not  encouragement  to  idleness. 

b.  Remember  that  even  when  one  succeeds  in  laying 
up  treasure  for  himself  he  is  not  rich  toward  God. 

c.  Be  sensitive  to  human  needs  everywhere. 
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III.  What  Will  We  Do? 

Jt  is  hoped  that  each  individual  of  the  group  will 
decide  in  the  light  of  the  discussion  to  do  one  or  more 
things  which  will  increase  his  mastery  over  possessions. 


MEN'S  WORK 

A  Part  Exclusively  for  Men 

By  Harl  Russell,  Marshalltown,  Iowa 

Some  would  say  that  where  there  is  no  competition 
there  is  no  progress.  They  would  also  say  that  where 
competition  is  lacking  we  grow  careless  and  lax  in  our 
ways  and  methods.  Perhaps  there  is  some  truth  in 
each  statement. 

There  are  positions  of  responsibility  in  the  church 
organization  and  program  that  are  held  by  both  men 
and  women.  The  duties  of  most  of  these  offices  can 
be  discharged  equally  well  by  either  a  man  or  a  wo- 
man. In  recent  years,  many  capable  and  devout  women 
of  the  church  have  been  chosen  throughout  the  broth- 
erhood for  leadership  in  the  program  of  the  church. 
Only  adherence  to  custom  has  prevented  more  of  them 
from  taking  some  few  posts  of  duty  the  men  are  as 
yet  retaining. 

To  date,  the  position  of  usher  is  still  a  field  of  official 
service  almost  exclusively  occupied  by  men.  It  is  not 
our  purpose  to  argue  that  it  is  a  man's  job  or  that 
women  are  out  of  place  as  ushers.  It  is  only  fair  to 
acknowledge  that  most  women  could  bring  grace  and 
good  taste,  their  natural  gifts,  to  this  position.  Both 
characteristics  are  of  value  to  one  in  this  work.  How- 
ever, men  have  their  talent  for  this  field  of  service,  and 
it  seems  they  will  be  chosen  as  ushers  in  days  to  come. 

If  that  be  the  correct  assumption,  men  should  develop 
their  possibilities  for  better  service  in  this  important 
branch  of  church  work.  Too  many  times,  the  usher  is 
looked  upon  as  a  minor  church  figure.  That  ought  not 
to  be,  since  the  usher  can  well  be  referred  to  as  the 
host  of  the  church.  In  the  manual,  Ushers  in  the  House 
of  God*,  Dr.  Resser  states  that  fact  as  follows:  "At- 
tempting to  express  in  a  few  words  what  an  usher  is, 
we  might  say  that  he  plays  the  part  of  host,  to  receive 
people,  and  to  make  them  feel  at  home  and  comfort- 
able." Often,  in  smaller  churches  where  strangers  do 
not  frequently  worship,  it  appears  that  the  usher  is  not 
expected  to  function.  True,  he  does  not  need  to  assist 
the  regular  members  of  the  small  congregation  to  their 
pews  each  Sunday.  Nevertheless,  he  should  not  forget 
he  is  the  host.  If  those  same  members  came  to  his 
home  that  Sunday  afternoon  he  would  most  certainly 
and  very  actively  find  duties  of  a  host  that  he  should 
perform.  He  would  meet  them  and  welcome  them  at 
his  door.  He  would  help  them  with  their  wraps,  look  to 
see  that  the  room  temperature  was  right,  bring  the 
children  a  drink,  and  do  whatever  else  might  be 
necessary  to  make  his  visitors  comfortable  and  happy 
while  in  his  home. 

Even  in  our  many  small  rural  churches  an  alert 
usher  will  see  that  members  are  supplied  with  hymn- 
books,  that  the  room  temperature  is  normal,  that  older 
people  have  assistance  in  removing  or  putting  on  wraps. 
Unquestionably  he  will  have  a  friendly  smile  and  hand- 
shake for  all  members  when  they  enter  the  church. 
After  services  he  will  cordially  invite  them  back.  Fur- 
thermore, he  will  always  be  ready  to  lend  a  helpful 
hand  wherever  needed. 


It  also  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  usher  to  lift  both  regu- 
lar and  special  offerings.  He  should  be  certain  that 
the  method  of  procedure  in  this  important  service  has 
the  approval  of  the  pastor.  In  passing  the  offering 
plates,  he  should  do  it  with  calm  dignity  and  without 
hesitation.  No  one  should  be  missed.  The  plate  should 
not  be  jerked  past  children  or  quickly  withdrawn  from 
the  member  who  does  not  give.  A  positive  and  even 
tempo  must  be  observed.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
the  usher  should  refrain  from  chewing  gum  or  from 
nodding  at  certain  people,  as  these  and  similar  acts 
will  detract  from  the  atmosphere  of  worship  that  should 
always  prevail  when  the  offering  is  lifted. 

Young  men  can  be  used  as  ushers  if  they  will  re- 
spond to  an  older  head  usher's  direction.  In  most 
cases  though,  older  men  who  have  families  will  natur- 
ally understand  children's  and  older  people's  needs,  and 
they  are  thus  more  likely  to  be  proficient  as  ushers. 
When  the  offering  is  taken,  older  men  will  usually  be 
more  earnest  and  stable  in  appearance.  These  are  traits 
that  are  more  likely  to  win  a  worthy  and  earnest 
response  from  the  members  as  they  give  of  their  means. 

Men  can  discharge  themselves  well  as  ushers  if  they 
will  seek  good  advice  and  attempt  to  put  it  into  prac- 
tice. They  can  do  a  great  work  in  this  important  field 
of  church  service  that  seems  to  be  assigned  almost  ex- 
clusively to  men.  Let  each  man  who  has  the  position 
of  usher  resolve  to  serve  the  Master  in  his  capacity  in 
a  purposeful  and  proficient  manner. 


*  Ushers  in  the  House  of  God  may  be  obtained  through  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  at  25c  per  copy,  six  copies  for  $1.00. 


Shall  Brethren  Attend  Movies? 

(Continued    From    Page    20) 

remembered  were  those  of  crime,  fighting  and  sports. 
The  group  of  sixteen-year-olds  gave  the  strongest  re- 
sponse to  sex  appeal. 

Studies  in  certain  schools  showed  that  children  who 
attended  movies  have  lower  deportment  records,  do 
poorer  work  in  school,  are  rated  lower  in  reputation  by 
their  teachers  and  classmates,  are  less  co-operative,  less 
skilled  in  judging  what  is  the  most  helpful  and  sensible 
thing  to  do,  and  are  slightly  more  deceptive.  While 
they  could  not  say  that  attendance  at  movies  lowers 
character  it  is  one  of  the  things  children  of  low  reputa- 
tion do. 

A  college  student  in  an  address  to  a  men's  group  said, 
"In  the  average  college  movie  college  life  is  pictured  as 
one  continual  round  of  parties^  dances,  horse-play  and 
drunken  brawls,  with  studies  tolerated  only  as  a  neces- 
sary evil.  When  a  college  man  applies  for  a  position  he 
has  to  live  all  this  down.    Give  us  a  break!" 

Of  all  the  thousands  of  cases  they  studied  they  found 
only  one  boy  eighteen  years  old  who  said  that  the  mov- 
ies helped  him.  He  said  that  after  seeing  a  criminal 
punished  in  a  movie  he  got  cold  feet  when  he  thought 
of  pulling  a  bad  deal.    Some  record,  isn't  it? 

One  good  Christian  mother  did  this  in  a  changing 
world.  One  day  her  daughter  came  home  and  said, 
"Mother,  my  teacher  says  that  unless  we  see  a  certain 
movie  we  will  get  a  black  mark  on  our  report  card." 
The  mother  went  to  the  teacher  and  said,  "I  want  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  every  way  I  possibly  can.  I  live 
in  a  land  of  religious  freedom.  According  to  the  teach- 
ings of  my  church  I  cannot  conscientiously  permit  my 
children  to  attend  the  immoral,  indecent  movies  which 
are  being  shown.    I  would  rather  my  child  had  a  black 
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mark  on  her  report  card  than  on  her  soul.  I'll  be  glad 
to  buy  a  book  for  her  to  review,  or  whatever  you  sug- 
gest that  I  can  conscientiously  do."  The  teacher  knew 
the  mother  was  within  her  rights,  and  gave  permission 
for  the  review  of  a  book. 

The  mother  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  gave  her 
sons  this  advice:  "Whatever  weakens  your  reason,  im- 
pairs the  tenderness  of  your  conscience,  obscures  your 
sense  of  God,  or  takes  off  the  relish  of  spiritual  things, 
that  thing  is  sin  for  you." 

I  have  been  studying  a  group  of  young  people  over  a 
period  of  eight  years.  My  observation  has  been  that 
whenever  they  become  movie  fans  its  "good-by"  en- 
thusiasm for  the  church  program.  Will  we  need  any 
John  and  Charles  Wesleys,  or  D.  L.  Millers  in  the  future 
Church  of  the  Brethren?  If  so,  it  is  up  to  us  to  be 
getting  them  ready  now! 

If  there  ever  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  us  to  raise  our  voices  in 
unison  and  say,  "The  Lord  he  is  God,"  it  is  today. 

Roanoke,  Va. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Special  District  Meeting  of  Texas  and  Louisiana 

A  special  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  1940  District 
Conference  of  Texas  and  Louisiana  was  called  by  the 
moderator,  J.  B.  Firestone,  to  meet  at  Rosepine,  La., 
Feb.  2,  1941,  to  consider  the  action  taken  by  the  special 
meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  concerning  the 
camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  All  the  churches  of 
the  district  were  represented  by  delegates  and  the  busi- 
ness at  hand  was  disposed  of  with  deep  concern  and  a 
prayerful  attitude.  The  action  of  Standing  Committee 
was  studied  and  the  conference  decided  to  accept  this 
action  and  co-operate  in  carrying  out  the  program.  The 
delegates  voted  to  send  from  the  district  treasury  a  sum 
equal  to  50c  a  member  to  the  General  Mission  Board 
immediately  for  the  use  of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee. The  churches  are  to  repay  that  sum  to  the  dis- 
trict treasury  and  send  an  additional  $1.50  a  member 
for  this  work  as  our  part  of  the  program  for  this  year. 
Glenn  Harris  was  elected  district  promotional  secretary 
to  carry  out  the  plan. 

The  Rosepine  church  was  a  gracious  host  to  the  con- 
ference. The  visiting  church  representatives  co-oper- 
ated with  the  Rosepine  Union  Sunday  School  and  Bro. 
Walter  Peckover,  pastor  of  the  Nocona  church,  Tex., 
preached  the  conference  sermon. 

Jennings,  La.  Glenn  Harris. 


Chained  for  Wrong  or  for  Right 

We  see  the  chained  men  every  day  as  we  walk  along 
life's  way.  They  are  the  people  who  were  selfish  chil- 
dren, who  at  home  or  school  demanded  the  best,  or  the 
pick  of  everything  regardless  of  others.  They  were 
the  youth  who  demanded  things  beyond  their  means 
and  put  hardships  upon  older  people  by  their  selfishness. 
They  do  not  discern  that  this  is  one  of  the  sure  shackles 
of  Satan.  As  life  progresses  through  courtship  and 
marriage  to  fatherhood  they  still  try  to  get  the  best  for 
self,  to  give  as  little  as  possible,  to  have  all  the  cream 
of  life.  They  do  this  regardless  of  hurt  and  even  broken 
hearts  and  the  shame  and  disgrace  heaped  upon  those 
who   should   be   dear   and   precious   to   them.     Finally, 


siding  with  the  low  and  degrading  element  of  life,  they 
find  themselves  chained  to  the  devil's  idea  of  exchang- 
ing honor  and  the  only  values  of  life  for  a  mess  of 
pottage. 

We  see  also  the  men  and  women  chained  to  noble 
ideas  of  life.  Almost  without  fail  they  were  the  boys 
and  girls  who  were  raised  in  an  environment  of  shar- 
ing and  helping.  Many  times  they  come  from  large 
families.  Often  they  spring  from  families  of  meager 
financial  status,  families  where  the  children  learned  ear- 
ly in  life  to  sacrifice  for  the  thing  of  real  value,  and  to 
regard  the  welfare  and  best  wishes  of  others  above 
their  own  selfish  ideas.  They  learned  to  desire  to  pro- 
tect innocence  and  virtue,  instead  of  destroying  it. 
They  are  now  the  ones  who  desire  to  see  justice  done 
and  God  honored  by  doing  the  little  things  that  only 
God  sees.  The  truly  sacrificing  man  or  woman  is  the 
one  who  has  disciplined  himself  or  herself  to  resist 
temptation.  These  put  Christ  first,  others  second  and 
themselves  last.  They  are  chained  to  the  principles  of 
Christ,  who  as  our  Pilot  will  enable  us  to  cross  safely 
the  raging  sea  of  life. 

Huntington,  Ind.  Zetta  Rose. 


A  Texas  Pioneer  Passes 

The  death  of  Bro.  D.  B.  Stump  on  Nov.  3,  1940,  took  from 
Ochiltree  County,  Texas,  another  of  the  early  day  pioneers  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Waka  Church  of  the  Brethren.  David 
Bird  Stump  was  born  in  Oceana  County,  Mich.,  Oct.  25,  1863,  to 

Solomon  and  Rachel 
Stump.  Bro.  Bird,  as 
he  was  affectionately 
called,  passed  on  to 
new  fields  of  pioneering 
on  Sunday  afternoon, 
Nov.  3,  after  an  illness 
of  about  eighteen  hours, 
due  to  a  heart  attack. 
Bro.  Bird's  father  was  a 
minister  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and 
thus  he  had  an  all-life- 
time acquaintance  with 
the  church.  Not  much 
wonder  that  he  was 
baptized  when  but  a 
boy.  Needless  to  say 
he  lived  faithfully  his 
entire  life.  On  March 
11,  1894,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Sereph 
Elizabeth  Messen- 
ger. To  this  union  were 
born  six  children,  all 
present  for  the  last 
services  in  honor  of 
their  father:  Maud,  as- 
sistant pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Hicksville,  Ohio;  Oliver,  Glencoe,  Okla.;  Mrs.  Nora  Denni- 
son,  Mrs.  Bertha  Leicht,  Mrs.  Viola  Burger  of  Perryton,  Tex., 
and  Ruth,  in  college  at  McPherson,  Kans.  Other  survivors  be- 
side the  wife  and  six  children  are  four  grandsons;  four  grand- 
daughters; three  sons-in-law;  one  daughter-in-law;  two  brothers, 
Sam  of  Mesa  Rica,  N.  Mex.,  Louis  of  Hardesty,  Okla.,  one  sister, 
Mrs.  Fred  Burrow  of  Felt,  Okla.,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives 
and  friends.  The  lovely  floral  offerings  and  the  many  friends 
and  neighbors  who  came  to  show  their  last  respects  were  evi- 
dence of  the  high  esteem  in  which  this  man  was  held.  Bro.  Dan 
L.  Blickenstaff,  pastor  of  the  Waka  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and 
Bro.  P.  E.  Rhine  of  Liberal,  Kans.,  conducted  the  last  services. 
Members  of  the  church  choir  furnished  the  music.  The  pall- 
bearers were  the  son,  sons-in-law,  and  grandsons.  Following 
brief  services  at  the  grave  the  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Ochiltree    cemetery. 

Bro.  Stump  came  to  this  county  in  1901  and  settled  on  a  home- 
stead southeast  of  Waka,  which  place  is  still  the  family  home. 
Since  there  was  no  organized  church  of  his  choice  in  this  part 
of  Texas,  the  family  attended  where  they  could.  At  one  time 
they  drove  ten  miles  to  Ochiltree,  to  attend  services  in  the  court 
house.  Later  a  Sunday  school  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  was 
organized  in  a  dugout  owned  by  Bro.  N.  S.  Messenger.  This  was 
on  April  19,  1903,  and  the  Sunday  school  continued  to  meet  here 
for  some  time. 

Then   later   on  when   schoolhouses   began   to   appear  here   and 
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there,  the  Sunday  school  moved  to  the  nearest  one.  During  these 
early  days  a  number  of  ministers  came  to  this  vicinity  to  bring 
encouragement  and  cheer  to  the  scattered  members.  They  usu- 
ally held  evangelistic  services  for  a  number  of  days.  At  some 
of  these  Bro.  Bird's  oldest  children  united  with  the  church  and 
were  baptized   in  a  pond. 

On  Nov.  16,  1915,  Bro.  J.  R.  Pitzer  of  Cordell,  Okla.,  came  into 
this  community  to  organize  officially  the  members  into  a  working 
group.  This  was  done  in  the  home  of  our  departed  brother. 
A  few  weeks  later  a  love  feast  was  held  in  the  home  with 
twenty-five  present.  There  were  very  few  members  here,  but 
they  realized  the  necessity  of  having  a  house  of  public  worship 
where  everyone  would  feel  free  to  come  and  worship,  so  under 
Bro.  Stump's  leadership,  with  a  few  other  pioneering  families, 
they  pooled  their  resources  with  those  of  another  denomination 
and  in  1916  built  a  union  church  in  the  village  of  Waka.  Our 
Brethren  soon  realized  that  this  was  a  mistake,  but  due  to  the  few 
members  here,  they  continued  to  use  discretion  and  the  grace 
of  the  Lord  and  worshiped  in  this  building  for  ten  or  twelve 
years.  During  these  years  only  a  few  of  them  saw  a  resident 
minister  in  charge. 

In  1927  the  present  building  was  erected  by  the  Brethren  and 
they  were  certainly  happy  to  be  able  to  meet  in  their  own  house 
of  worship.  During  all  of  these  years  of  struggle  Bro.  Stump 
was  one  of  the  guiding  hands.  For  the  benefit  of  the  church  he 
sacrificed  much  of  his  time,  energy  and  money  to  the  end  that 
the  church  might  be  put  upon  a  firm  foundation.  The  growth 
of  the  church  in  numbers  and  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  mem- 
bers were  his  chief  concern. 

Bro.  Stump  was  a  good  neighbor  and  a  kind,  loving  husband 
and  father.  A  stranger  told  the  writer  that  "if  ever  there  was 
a  man  of  God,  Mr.  Stump  surely  was  one."  Many  like  expres- 
sions were  heard.  His  was  a  peaceful  and  quiet  nature.  He 
loved  to  see  the  truths  of  Christ  put  into  practice.  Hence  he  was 
an  ardent  prohibitionist  as  well  as  a  pacifist.  He  was  active 
along  these  lines,  and  believed  that  one  should  work  to  eradi- 
cate the  evils  in  this  world.  His  work  along  these  lines  will  long 
be  a  memorial  to  him.  His  exemplary  Christian  life  was  a  chal- 
lenge to  all  who  knew  him.  His  memory  will  be  an  inspiration 
to  all  to  live  for  the  Christ  whom  he  loved.  The  best  memorial 
we  can  erect  in  his  honor  is  for  us  all  to  "carry  on  to  the  heights" 
the  work  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced. 

Perryton,  Tex.  Dan  L.   Blickenstaff. 


Yake-Miller.— At  the  Price  Creek  church,  Lyle  L.  Yake,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Yake  of  Decatur,  Ind.,  and  Dorothy  Miller, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  Miller  of  Eldorado,  Ohio,  by 
the  undersigned,  on  Jan.  31,  1941.— Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  Cam- 
den,  Ohio. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Delauler-Bageant. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  residence,  near 
New  Market,  Md.,  Roger  U.  Delauter  and  Golda  O.  Bageant, 
Jan.   19,  1941. — S.  Ira  Arnold,  New  Market,   Md. 

Fernow-Kauffman. — Delmar  Stanley  Fernow  and  Irene  Mae 
Kauffman,  both  of  Modesto,  Calif.,  in  the  Modesto  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Dec.  22,  1940,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  Ira  Metzker, 
Waterford,    Calif. 

Hendrickson-Pickering. — Mary  Pickering  and  Paul  Hendrick- 
son,  both  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
the  church. — Alvin  S.  Alderfer,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Higgs-Younkins. — By  the  bride's  pastor,  in  the  Brownsville 
church,  Md.,  Oct.  4,  1940,  C.  Thurston  Higgs  and  Sister  Rachel 
E.  Younkins,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  M.  C.  Younkins.— 
Roy  K.  Miller,  Brownsville,  Md. 

Jones-Wisler. — L.  H.  Jones  and  lone  M.  Wisler,  Feb.  2,  1941,  in 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — G.  I.  Michael,  Los 
Angeles,    Calif. 

Miller-Amos. — In  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Independence, 
Kans.,  Dohn  A.  Miller  and  Evelyn  L.  Amos,  by  the  undersigned, 
Jan.   25. — Leonard  Birkin,  Independence,  Kans. 

Nuckolls-Moats. — On  Nov.  10,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Moats,  Denver  Nuckolls  of  Paton,  Iowa, 
and  Isabelle  Moats  of  Eldora,  Iowa. — Earl  M.  Frantz,  Grundy 
Center,  Iowa. 

Peck-Gregory. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Olympia  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Dec.  25,  1940,  Dr.  Frederick  Peck  and  Lucille  Greg- 
ory, daughter  of  Mrs.  Maude  Gregory,  all  of  Olympia. — Paul  S. 
Longenecker,   Outlook,   Wash. 

Ralslon-Miller. — On  Dec.  1,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Miller,  Gerald  Ralston  and  Miriam  Miller, 
both  of  Eldora,  Iowa. — Earl  M.  Frantz,  Grundy  Center,  Iowa. 

Reed-Dulaney Simon    C.    Reed,    son    of   Mr.    and    Mrs.    G.    C. 

Reed  of  Floyd,  and  Bessie  Opal  Dulaney,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Willie  Dulaney  of  Willis,  Dec.  24,  1940,  at  the  home  of  the 
undersigned. — Michael  Reed,   Floyd,   Va. 

Studebaker-Esbensen.— David  H.  Studebaker  of  Modesto  and 
Mary  Esbensen  of  Empire,  by  Paul  B.  Studebaker  and  the  under- 
signed, at  the  Empire  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Jan.  26,  1941. — 
Niels  Esbensen,  Empire,   Calif. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Armey,  John  A.,  born  in  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  on  May  8,  1872,  was 
the  oldest  of  six  children  of  Bro.  Lewis  and  Sister  Hannah 
Armey.  He  spent  his  boyhood  in  Silver  Lake  and  united  with  the 
church  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  went  to  North  Dakota  in  1894, 
where  he  engaged  in  grain  farming.  There  he  married  Alta  Betz 
on  March  29,  1903.  The  same  year  he  was  made  a  deacon  in  the 
church.  In  1905  they  moved  to  Alberta,  Canada,  where  he  again 
engaged  in  farming.  They  lived  in  various  places  in  Canada  for 
twenty  years,  coming  to  Fresno,  Calif.,  in  1925.  While  living  in 
Fresno  he  was  in  the  chicken  business.  Death  came  very  sud- 
denly from  a  heart  attack  on  Dec.  26.  Besides  his  wife  he  leaves 
three  sons,  two  daughters,  a  brother  and  two  sisters.  Services 
were  conducted  by  Pastor  Glenn  M.  Harmon,  with  interment  in 
Belmont  Memorial  Park  in  Fresno. — Irene  Armey,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Bell,  Freddie  Lee,  infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Roy  Bell, 
died  at  the  home  of  his  parents  near  Edie,  Pa.,  Jan.  27,  1941,  aged 
1  year  and  7  days.  He  died  as  a  result  of  pneumonia.  Services 
were  conducted  by  the  undersigned  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Kimmel,  with  interment  in  Beam's  cemetery.  The  par- 
ents and  grandparents  survive. — J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  Sipesville,  Pa. 

Black,  Ida  K.,  widow  of  Daniel  L.  Black,  passed  peacefully 
away  in  the  Carlisle  hospital,  Jan.  30,  aged  76  years,  5  months 
and  16  days.  She  was  active  in  the  Huntsdale  church  as  long  as 
health  permitted.  Surviving  are  two  daughters,  one  grandchild 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Pastor  Otho 
J.  Hassinger  at  Carlisle  and  Shanks  church. — Mrs.  A.  E.  Evans, 
Carlisle,   Pa. 

Booihe.  Eugenia  Gillenwalters,  wife  of  Lemmie  Boothe,  died  at 
her  home  at  Floyd,  Va.,  Jan.  24,  1941,  aged  55  years.  Her  death 
was  caused  by  double  pneumonia.  Sister  Boothe  was  a  devout 
Christian.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  about  three  years  ago.  She  was  a  strong  believer  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  her  choice.  She  called  for  the 
anointing  service  a  few  days  before  her  death.  Seldom  have 
two  people  been  more  devoted  to  each  other  than  Sister  Boothe 
and  her  companion.  There  was  an  unusually  close  tie  binding 
the  entire  family  consisting  of  one  son,  one  daughter  and  five 
grandchildren.  The  Red  Oak  Grove  church  has  lost  a  godly,  de- 
voted worker.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Red  Oak  Grove 
church  by  Elders  C.  E.  Williams  and  A.  P.  Naff.  Interment  was  in 
the  Floyd  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ada  Basham,  Floyd,  Va.,  Feb.  1. 

Crisl,  Benjamin  Franklin,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Tim- 
berville,  Va.,  on  Jan.  29,  1941,  at  the  age  of  73  years.  He  had 
been  in  declining  health  for  a  number  of  years.  The  early  part 
of  his  life  was  spent  as  a  village  blacksmith  and  the  latter  part 
as  a  bank  accountant.  He  was  owner  of  the  Shenandoah  Muse- 
um, wherein  he  had  carefully  and  beautifully  arranged  thou- 
sands of  relics.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Timberville  con- 
gregation for  many  years.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  John  W. 
and  Sarah  Catherine  Crist,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Tim- 
berville vicinity.  Surviving  are  his  wife  and  one  sister.  The 
funeral  was  held  from  his  home  with  his  pastor,  the  writer,  in 
charge.  Burial  was  in  the  Timberville  cemetery. — Samuel  D. 
Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Cubbage,  Adeline,  wife  of  Daniel  Cubbage,  died  Jan.  28,  1941, 
at  her  home  in  Broadway,  Va.,  at  the  age  of  71  years.  Death  was 
due  to  pneumonia  following  several  days'  illness.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  William  and  Harriet  Cubbage  Norman,  and 
was  born  in  Madison  County,  Va.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  a 
foster  daughter  and  one  brother.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the 
Linville  Creek  church,  of  which  she  was  a  member,  with  her  pas- 
tor, the  writer,  in  charge.  Burial  was  in  the  Linville  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Douma,  Lois,  daughter  of  H.  F.  and  Mae  Kauffman,  was  born 
Dec.  26,  1909,  near  Goshen,  Ind.  Most  of  her  life  was  spent  in 
and  near  Goshen.  At  the  age  of  twelve  she  was  baptized  at  the 
Rock  Run  church,  which  became  her  church  home.  On  April  7, 
1933,  she  was  married  to  Elvin  Douma,  and  to  them  three  children 
were  born.  Within  the  last  two  years  a  complication  of  diseases 
set  in.  Although  she  had  surgical  and  medical  care,  her  body 
continued  to  grow  weaker  until  death  came  on  Nov.  18.  She 
had  borne  suffering  a  long  while  with  great  patience  and  Chris- 
tion  fortitude.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  children, 
her  parents,  two  sisters  and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  Rock  Run  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Wright 
of  Goshen.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — J.  S.  Zigler, 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Eshelman.  Frank  Melvin,  son  of  John  A.  and  Louise  McCune 
Eshelman,  passed  away  Jan.  3,  1941,  after  a  long  illness.  He 
was  born  July  15,  1880,  near  Mount  Carroll,  111.  When  twelve 
years  old,  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Dallas  Center,  Iowa, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  was  baptized  at  the  age  of 
seventeen.  He  married  Grace  Wolgamuth  in  1902,  and  went  to 
Ottawa,  Kans.  Here  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  Later 
the  family  moved  to  La  Verne,  Calif.  He  held  his  membership 
here  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  in  recent  years  he  lived  in 
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San  Gabriel.  He  was  in  the  United  States  postal  service  for 
thirty  years,  being  the  first  mail  carrier  in  the  town  of  La  Verne. 
He  was  a  nephew  of  M.  M.  Eshelman  and  of  Frank  McCune,  both 
well  known  in  the  brotherhood,  and  both  now  deceased.  He 
leaves  his  wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  one  granddaughter,  his 
mother,  a  sister  and  a  brother. — Louise  Eshelman,  La  Verne, 
Calif. 

Fralin,  Theodocia  Alice,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Dummon,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  Sept.  19,  1859, 
and  died  Feb.  2,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Roanoke. 
She  was  married  to  Joseph  Robert  Fralin.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children.  Her  husband  and  three  children  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  about  thirty-five 
years.  In  her  last  illness  she  called  for  her  pastor  to  anoint  her. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Mt.  Union  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  C.  P.  Stump.  Interment  was  in  the  fam- 
ily cemetery. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Hammer.  Hattie,  daughter  of  Bro.  Eli  and  Jane  Sears  Beagle, 
was  born  at  Dunkirk,  Ohio,  Feb.  28,  1866,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1941, 
after  an  illness  of  ten  months.  She  was  the  last  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  She  was  married  to  Charles  Hammer  on  Sept.  17, 
1885.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  moved  to  the  farm  where  they  lived  for  fifty-six  years. 
Surviving  are  her  husband,  three  sons,  three  daughters,  sixteen 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren.  She  and  her  hus- 
band united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  County  Line  in 
1921.  She  remained  a  faithful  member,  attending  services  when- 
ever possible.  She  will  long  be  remembered  as  a  kind  neighbor 
and  friend,  always  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  in  times  of 
need  or  trouble.  Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Ellis  G.  Guthrie.  Interment  was  in  the  County 
Line  cemetery. — J.  L.  Guthrie,  La  Fayette,  Ohio. 

Harris,  Sister  Dola  M.,  daughter  of  Alex  and  Sarah  Chatham 
Cheshire,  was  born  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  11,  1872,  and 
died  on  Jan.  24,  1941,  from  a  heart  attack.  She  was  married  to 
Bro.  John  R.  Harris,  March  19,  1891.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Dec.  23,  1891,  and  was  a  devoted  Christian 
wife  and  mother.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  two  daughters,  one 
granddaughter  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Ladoga  church,  with  Brethren  W.  J.  Heisey  and  Lewis  Dear- 
dorff  officiating. — Lina  N.   Stoner,  Ladoga,   Ind. 

Henninger.  Susan,  was  born  to  Michael  and  Mary  Hackenberg, 
Feb.  7,  1863,  at  Dailstown,  Ohio,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1941.  In  early 
childhood  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Fort  Dodge.  Iowa.  In 
the  fall  of  1871  they  moved  to  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  with  others  in 
covered  wagons  drawn  by  oxen  and  horses.  She  helped  her 
father  break  the  new  prairie  sod  with  oxen.  After  her  marriage 
to  Jacob  Henninger  in  1888  she  assisted  in  constructing  her  own 
first  home,  a  sod  house.  In  1908  they  moved  to  Nebraska,  where 
they  homesteaded.  In  1916  the  family  moved  to  Barnum,  Minn., 
and  again  took  up  pioneering  on  new  timber  land.  Some  four 
years  ago  after  their  home  was  destroyed  by  fire  they  moved  to 
Moose  Lake.  For  the  last  two  years  they  lived  in  Nemadji. 
Sister  Henninger  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
survive.  There  are  also  twelve  grandchildren,  one  brother  and 
one  half  brother.  At  the  age  of  twelve  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  an  earnest  seeker  of  the  truth, 
read  her  Bible  daily,  and  was  truly  missionary  in  spirit.  On 
Nov.  15,  1938,  the  Henningers  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  conducted  by  Bro.  O.  E.  Stern.  Interment  was  in  the 
Riverside  cemetery  at  Barnum — O.  E.  Stern,  Barnum,  Minn. 

Hornberger,  Edwin,  was  born  May  20,  1863,  and  died  suddenly 
after  a  few  hours'  illness  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  25,  1940,  at  his 
'home  in  Palmyra.  His  companion  survives  him.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  church.  Interment  was  at 
Annville. — Mrs.   Moses   Groy,   Palmyra,  Pa. 

Hosteller,  Mrs.  Minerva,  widow  of  David  B.  Hostetter.  and 
daughter  of  David  and  Susan  Stewart,  of  Amberson  Valley, 
■passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laban  Wenger,  on  Jan.  26,  1941.  For  two  years  she  had 
been  in  failing  health.  For  many  years  she  with  her  husband 
served  faithfully  in  the  deacon's  office  of  the  Shippensburg 
•church.  On  Sunday  evening,  after  a  rally,  she  called  each  of  her 
children  and  grandchildren  to  her  bedside  and  left  a  final  indi- 
vidual message  with  each  one.  Surviving  are  three  children  and 
three  stepchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Salem 
church  by  her  pastor,  the  writer,  and  Eld.  S.  A.  Myers.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J.  Linwood  Eisenberg, 
:Shinpensburg,   Pa. 

Mlnnich,  Saloma,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary  Noffsinger,  and 
wife  of  the  late  Eld.  David  Minnich,  was  born  near  Union  City, 
Ind.,  on  March  21,  1853.  She  was  a  faithful  and  helpful  compan- 
ion, aiding  officially  in  the  deaconship,  to  which  her  husband 
■was  elected  in  1891;  in  the  ministry,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1899;  in  the  eldership,  to  which  he  was  ordained  in  1909.  They 
•were  married  in  1885,  and  four  sons  were  born  to  them.  One  of 
these  preceded  his  parents  in  death.  Bro.  Minnich  was  called 
home  on  May  7,  1930,  since  which  time  Sister  Minnich  made  her 
home  with  her  son,  Levi.  Her  age  was  87  years,  10  months  and 
4  days.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the 
"Union  City  church  on  Jan.  28. — D.  G.  Berkebile,  Union  City,  Ind. 

Milchel,  Sister  Ida  E..  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Martha  Harbaugh, 
-was  born  near  Clay  City,  Ind.,  Nov.  3,  1863.  She  was  married 
to  George  S.  Mitchel,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  children. 
The  husband  and  two  sons  preceded  her  in  death.    Early  in  her 


youth  she  gave  her  heart  to  Christ  and  soon  after  her  marriage 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  a  faithful  and 
devoted  Christian  woman,  held  in  high  esteem.  She  had  been  in 
failing  health  for  the  past  two  years.  After  an  illness  of  two 
weeks  she  fell  peacefully  asleep  on  Nov.  29,  1940.  Surviving  are 
four  sons  and  two  daughters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Maple  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Ira  Frantz  of  North 
Manchester,  assisted  by  Bro.  Alfred  Campbell.  Burial  was  in  the 
Maple  Grove  cemetery. — Dora  Mitchel,  Clay  City,  Ind. 

Showns,  Florence  Ellen,  died  at  the  Cora  Miller  Memorial  hos- 
pital, Woodstock,  Va.,  Jan.  13,  1941,  aged  65  years,  9  months  and 
28  days.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Rush  Haw- 
kins, and  was  married  to  Bro.  Charles  Isaac  Showns,  April  15, 
1895.  To  this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Sister  Showns  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early 
girlhood,  and  was  a  faithful  member,  always  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Flat  Rock  con- 
gregation. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  seven  children,  two 
grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Cedar  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren,  her  home 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by.  Eld.  J.  Carson 
Miller  officiated,  assisted  by  Eld.  M.  L.  Huffman. — Refa  Wampler, 
New  Market,  Va. 

Snyder,  Sister  Elda,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jane  Miller,  was 
born  Feb.  4,  1894,  and  departed  this  life  Dec.  28,  1940.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  Milbert  Snyder.  Their  home  was 
blessed  with  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  This 
union  was  broken  in  1937  when  the  son  was  called  home.  At  an 
early  age  Sister  Snyder  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  suffered  much  during  her  illness,  but  remained 
true  to  her  God.  She  was  of  a  jovial  disposition  and  was  a  lov- 
ing wife  and  a  devoted  mother.  She  will  be  sadly  missed  in  the 
home  and  community.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two 
daughters,  one  granddaughter,  her  aged  father  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Snake  Spring  Valley  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  Eld.  Alva  Shuss,  assisted  by  Bro.  Marshall 
Van  Horn.  Interment  was  in  the  Everett  cemetery. — Fannie  Sny- 
der, Everett,  Pa. 

Stover,  Dwight,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Okey  Stover  of  Maynor, 
W.  Va.,  died  in  a  local  hospital  of  acute  peritonitis,  Jan.  2,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years.  Dwight  was  a  favorite  among  his  friends 
and  playmates  at  Sunday  school  and  public  school.  In  his 
Christian  home  his  character  was  moulded  by  example  and 
teaching.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  family  altar.  Surviving 
are  one  brother,  his  parents,  and  paternal  grandparents.  He 
was  a  grandson  of  the  late  Rachel  and  John  B.  Spangler,  life- 
long members  of  the  Brethren  Church.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  Hatfield,  the  local  Methodist  pastor,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Edgar  Martin  and  Bro.  E.  L.  Clower. — Ruth  Spangler 
Quintier,  Crab  Orchard,  W.  Va. 

Wampler,  John  William,  was  born  March  23,  1846,  at  West- 
minster, Md.,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Garden 
City,  Kans.  In  1866  Bro.  Wampler  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Kinsey  of  Farmersville,  Ohio.  To  this  union  six  children  were 
born.  One  of  them  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen;  the  other  five 
are  living.  In  1885  Bro.  Wampler  with  his  family  moved  to 
Girard,  Kans.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  1906.  In  that  year 
he  moved  to  Garden  City,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He 
was  very  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  and  the  church. 
In  1923  his  wife  of  more  than  fifty  years,  the  mother  of  his 
children,  died.  Later  he  married  Mrs.  Louisa  Derrickson  of 
Springfield,  Ohio.  They  lived  together  in  Garden  City  until  her 
death  on  July  17,  1940.  Bro.  Wampler  united  with  the  church 
in  young  manhood,  and  was  faithful  to  the  church  of  his  choice. 
He  was  a  liberal  giver  to  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  Besides  the 
five  children,  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  twenty  great-grand- 
children survive.  Funeral  services,  conducted  by  the  writer, 
were  held  at  the  church  in  Garden  City.  Interment  was  in  the 
Valley  View  cemetery. — Geo.  W.  Burgin,  Garden  City,  Kans. 

Yoder,  Mildred,  wife  of  Bro.  Merle  Yoder,  passed  away  at  her 
home  in  Huntsdale,  Jan.  25,  aged  32  years,  1  month  and  9  days. 
Surviving  are  her  husband  and  two  daughters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  Huntsdale  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  her  pastor,  Rev.  J.  J.  Glenn  of  the  Dickinson  Presbyterian 
church,  assisted  by  Bro.  Otho  J.  Hassinger,  pastor  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 
Long  Beach. — Our  church  joined  in  a  union  Thanksgiving 
service  with  the  east  side  churches  of  our  city  on  Nov.  20,  with 
our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  L.  Barnhart,  as  the  speaker.  Our  Thanksgiv- 
ing offering  for  home  missions  was  $58.  The  Santa  Ana  church 
joined  with  us  on  Dec.  5  to  hear  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  tell  of  relief 
work  in  Spain.  Universal  Bible  Sunday  was  observed  on  Dec.  8, 
with  an  appropriate  worship  service  and  sermon.  Bro.  B.  J. 
Jamison  preached  on  Sunday  evening  in  the  absence  of  our  pas- 
tor. The  children  of  the  Sunday  school  gave  a  Christmas  pro- 
gram before  the  church  services  on  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  the 
choir  presented  The  Open  Door.  Our  Christmas  offering  for  mis- 
sions was  $52.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sold  about  one  hundred  calen- 
dars picturing  our  church  and  announcing  its  services.  They  also 
assisted  the  pastor  in  the  presentation  of  a  New  Year's  medi- 
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tation  service  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  29.  Rev.  T.  G.  Lomax, 
Negro  pastor,  speaking  before  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  recently,  mentioned 
the  problems  confronting  colored  people  in  our  city.  Our  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  attended  the  district  rally  at  Covina  on  Dec.  8  and  the 
youth  day  services  at  the  regional  conference  on  Jan.  12  at  La 
Verne.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  each  Thursday  with  an  average 
attendance  of  twenty  for  quilting,  rug  making  and  garment  mak- 
ing for  relief  in  China,  and  for  Bible  study.  The  district  officers 
of  women's  work  met  with  our  women  on  Jan.  8  and  gave  a  good 
program.  The  men's  brotherhood  has  an  average  attendance  of 
forty-five  at  monthly  banquets.  Herbert  H.  Vaniman  is  presi- 
dent. The  district  officers  of  men's  work  met  here  on  Dec.  8 
and  took  part  on  the  banquet  program.  The  brotherhood  spon- 
sors our  two  basketball  teams  which  play  in  the  city  league.  We 
were  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  speak  on  Jan.  12, 
and  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  on  Jan.  17.  Many  of  our  folks  attended  the 
regional  conference  at  La  Verne,  Jan.  12-17.  Our  1941  Gospel 
Messenger  club,  just  recently  formed,  has  increased  the  number 
of  subscriptions  by  one  hundred  per  cent  over  last  year. — Inez 
Vought  Moomaw,  Wilmington,  Calif.,  Jan.  31. 

McFarland. — Bro.  S.  Paul  Daugherty  of  Live  Oak  held  our 
evangelistic  meetings  Nov.  6-17.  Eight  were  baptized.  The  men's 
work  reorganized  on  Nov.  26  with  Ed  Baker  as  president.  An 
active  year  with  meetings  once  a  month  has  been  planned.  At 
present  they  are  donating  labor  in  the  construction  of  a  house 
for  a  widowed  member.  Christmas  was  observed  on  Dec.  22 
with  a  white  gift  program  in  the  morning  followed  by  a  play  at 
night.  Our  regional  conference  at  La  Verne  from  Jan.  13  to  17 
was  well  attended  by  our  members.  At  a  recent  council  meet- 
ing we  decided  to  put  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  every  member's 
home,  thus  making  it  available  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  work  as 
a  whole  is  going  nicely  with  a  spirit  of  brotherhood  existing 
among  us. — Ina  Long  Taylor,  McFarland,  Calif.,  Jan.  25. 

Raisin. — The  officers  of  women's  work  of  Northern  California 
met  with  us  in  November  and  gave  a  fine  program,  concluding 
with  a  candlelighting  service  for  installation  of  officers.  At  the 
council  on  Dec.  11  it  was  decided  to  resume  work  in  the  basement 
during  the  holiday  season  and  to  have  a  wood  chopping  bee  at 
the  same  time.  On  Dec.  2  the  men's  brotherhood  entertained 
their  families.  Our  Bible  institute  scheduled  for  December  was 
postponed.  President  C.  E.  Davis  and  Bro.  Frank  Howell,  field- 
man  for  La  Verne  College,  will  be  the  instructors  for  our  meet- 
ings from  Feb.  9  to  14.  There  will  be  two  periods  each  evening. 
Sister  Martha  Shick  was  with  us  in  December  and  gave  two  help- 
ful, inspiring  messages.  Our  junior  choir  made  its  first  appear- 
ance at  one  of  our  recent  Sunday  evening  meetings.  Sister  Lis- 
key  directs  the  choir  and  Mrs.  Daniels  has  charge  of  the  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  work.  Our  Christmas  program  by  the  intermedi- 
ates, juniors  and  beginners  was  given  on  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening 
the  choir  rendered  parts  of  a  cantata  to  an  appreciative  audience. 
At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  men's  brotherhood  we  enjoyed  a 
fine  program  by  the  La  Verne  deputation  team,  sponsored  by 
Bro.  Frank  Howell.  An  offering  of  $20  was  lifted  for  the  college. 
Sister  H.  A.  Smith  is  superintendent  of  women's  work.  Our 
young  married  people  have  organized  a  home  builders'  circle. 
They  held  a  bazaar  and  food  sale  before  Christmas.  The  older 
group  of  the  Christian  Endeavor,  led  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Meyers,  is 
studying  Exploring  the  Bible,  by  Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff.  On  Monday 
evenings  Sister  Gladys  Gordon  leads  a  class  studying  Rightly  Di- 
viding the  Word  of  Truth,  by  C.  I.  Scofield—  Elizabeth  Kimmel, 
Raisin,  Calif.,  Jan.  29. 

Florida 
Winter  Park. — Our  Christmas  program  was  rendered  on  Sunday 
evening,  Dec.  22.  The  young  people  had  charge  of  a  very  inter- 
esting watch  night  program  on  New  Year's  Eve.  On  Jan.  23  our 
quarterly  council  was  held.  On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  26,  Dr. 
Lewis  Bratcher,  secretary  of  the  home  mission  board  of  the 
Brazilian  Baptist  Church,  presented  an  interesting  illustrated  lec- 
ture in  the  church.  A  number  of  our  members  attended  sessions 
of  the  Florida  Chain  of  Missions  held  in  Winter  Park  and  Orlando 
during  the  week  of  Jan.  27.  A  number  of  the  Brethren  from  the 
northern  states  are  worshiping  with  us  at  present  and  we  appre- 
ciate their  presence  and  help  in  the  work.  The  women's  work 
group  is  busy  preparing  clothing  for  shipment  to  war  refugees. 
The  response  to  the  appeal  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
for  funds  for  camp  maintenance  has  been  good. — Chester  E. 
Shuler,  Winter  Park,  Fla.,  Feb.  1. 

Illinois 
Lena. — We  enjoyed  hearing  Mr.  Leatherby  of  Rockford  present 
a  program  of  sacred  music  on  his  vibraharp  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  3,  after  which  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton  preached  a  true  gospel 
sermon.  Bro.  B.  F.  Summers  gave  the  morning  message  on 
Nov.  10.  On  Nov.  17  the  children  gave  a  fine  Thanksgiving  pro- 
gram. We  appreciated  the  talk  given  on  Dec.  1  by  Miss  Jose- 
phine Holmes,  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist  missionary,  who  has 
spent  over  fourteen  years  on  the  China  mission  field.  On  Dec.  4 
we  gathered  at  the  church  in  honor  of  Sister  Burton's  birthday. 
After  supper  a  program  was  presented  and  a  token  of  appreci- 
ation was  given  to  her.  On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  presented  a 
Christmas  drama  and  the  choir  rendered  a  program  of  Christmas 
songs.  On  Dec.  23  the  children  gave  their  Christmas  program. 
On  Dec.  29  the  young  people's  class  of  high  school  age  gave  a 
fitting  and  impressive  candlelighting  service.  Preceding  the  pas- 
tor's sermon  on  Jan.  12  Mrs.  Dan  Fierheller  and  daughters  gave 
a  program  of  readings  and  musical  selections  which  were  much 
enjoyed.     Our  church  membership   numbers   approximately   160. 


We  feel  keenly  the  loss  of  several  members  by  death  during  the 
past  year.  Our  Sunday  morning  church  attendance  has  averaged 
about  95  during  the  year,  while  the  evening  service  averages 
about  125.  Supplementary  to  the  Sunday  evening  message  by  the 
pastor,  we  have  various  types  of  programs  including  readings, 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  rag  paintings,  slides  and  motion 
pictures  of  our  mission  work.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  full 
gospel  messages  which  our  pastor,  Bro.  Burton,  brings  to  us.  We 
have  a  small  but  busy  ladies'  aid.  Besides  food  sales  in  which 
all  the  women  co-operate,  they  quilted  eight  quilts  the  past 
year  and  received  cash  donations.  They  shipped  190  pounds  of 
wearing  apparel  for  foreign  relief,  this  clothing  all  coming  from 
our  own  members.  During  the  year  the  aid  remembered  twenty- 
two  ill  or  shut-in  members,  and  gave  about  $90  for  missions, 
relief  and  the  budget.  The  men's  work  is  planning  a  father  and 
son  banquet  for  Feb.  12,  with  Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman  as  guest 
speaker. — Blanche  Folgate,  Lena,   111.,  Jan.  31. 

Liberty. — We  enjoyed  a  fish  fry  in  November,  sponsored  by 
the  men's  work.  On  Nov.  24  Bro.  John  Wieand  brought  us  a 
wonderful  sermon  in  the  morning  service.  In  the  evening  he 
spoke  at  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  meeting  held  in  our  church.  On  Dec.  22 
a  Christmas  play,  Light  of  the  Christmas  Candle,  was  presented 
to  a  large  group.  On  Dec.  27  an  all-church  social  was  enjoyed. 
The  pastor  and  his  family  enjoyed  a  bounteous  Christmas  dinner 
held  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ira  Akens.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
had  an  average  attendance  of  ten,  which  is  gratifying  to  us. 
Each  member  has  a  mite  box  to  be  opened  in  August  and  Feb- 
ruary. The  aid  is  making  quilts  and  comforters  for  the  needy. — 
Helen   Frey,   Liberty,   111.,   Feb.    4. 

Woodland. — On  Nov.  8  the  Astoria  church  held  a  father  and 
son  banquet  with  our  church  co-operating.  Bro.  Andrew  W. 
Cordier  of  North  Manchester  was  the  principal  speaker.  The 
Sunday  school  presented  a  Thanksgiving  program  in  the  morn- 
ing and  the  young  people  gave  a  play  in  the  evening.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Nov.  16,  with  Bro.  Charles  Dumond  of  Canton 
and  Bro.  John  Wieand  of  Decatur  each  delivering  an  inspiring 
address.  A  week  or  two  later  a  special  love  feast  was  held  in  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Nicholas  Weber  at  Ipava.  There  were 
fourteen  present.  Bro.  Weber  is  a  deacon,  but  because  of  ill- 
health  seldom  attends  regular  services.  Brother  and  Sister 
Weber  celebrated  their  sixty-first  wedding  anniversary  during 
the  past  year.  Our  pastor  gave  a  report  from  the  pastors'  con- 
ference at  Springfield.  We  took  an  offering  of  groceries  for  the 
camp  in  Michigan.  The  women's  work  has  been  reorganized  with 
Roxy  Danner  as  general  chairman.  We  met  in  regular  quarterly 
business  meeting  on  Jan.  29.  Several  of  our  number  attended 
the  special  district  meeting  at  Decatur  on  Jan.  25.  A  report  of 
this  meeting  was  given  by  the  delegates,  after  which  Bro.  Paul 
Senger  was  appointed  as  our  secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee.  We  plan  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  next  sum- 
mer. We  secured  the  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  list.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  the  institute  to  be  held  in  our  church  the 
first  of  February.  The  church  enjoyed  a  program  and  play  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  season.  Since  our  last  report  Bro.  Carl  N. 
Lauer,  Blue  Mound,  was  in  our  midst  and  delivered  two  fine 
sermons. — Mrs.  Reuben  D.  Wickert,  Vermont,  111.,  Jan.  31. 

Indiana 

Fort  Wayne. — At  the  father  and  son  banquet  held  on  Dec.  6 
Rev.  Faust  Schaeffer  of  the  Presbyterian  church  was  the  speaker. 
On  Dec.  18  we  had  a  family  church  night  with  a  potluck  supper. 
On  Dec.  22  the  choir,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  children  gave  the 
Christmas  program.  A  treat  was  given  to  the  children,  and  the 
pastor  and  his  family  were  presented  a  chime  eight-day  clock. 
Late  on  Christmas  Eve  the  Stinebaugh  quartet,  Galen  of  Bridge- 
water  College,  Vernon  of  Sherwood  Conservatory  of  Music,  Mary 
Etta  of  North  Manchester  College  and  Martha  at  home,  pre- 
sented a  musical  program.  On  Jan.  5  L.  E.  York,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Indiana  Anti-Saloon  League,  spoke  at  our  evening 
service.  At  our  council  on  Jan.  8  it  was  voted  that  the  building 
committee  proceed  with  plans  to  build  an  annex  this  summer, 
and  that  the  finance  board  proceed  with  a  canvass  to  add  such 
funds  as  were  available  to  our  present  building  fund.  It  was 
decided  to  dispose  of  both  our  organs.  On  Jan.  12  Bro.  John 
Metzler  met  with  us  in  a  church  night  service.  After  a  potluck 
dinner  he  gave  us  an  address  and  showed  pictures  he  had  pro- 
cured over  the  district.  At  our  midweek  services  our  pastor  is 
conducting  a  study  of  Through  the  Bible  in  1941.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  reading  of  the  history  of  the  Fort  Wayne  congrega- 
tion at  our  next  council  in  April.  Only  two  surviving  members 
are  available  to  furnish  the  data  of  early  days.  A  delegated  his- 
torical body  will  be  appointed  to  preserve  records  of  current 
events  for  the  future.  The  finance  board  presented  us  with  an 
attractive  bulletin  to  be  used  beginning  Jan.  5.  A  number  went 
to  the  special  district  meeting  held  in  the  West  Goshen  church. 
On  Jan.  25  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  served  a  chicken-noodle  supper.  We 
are  expanding  our  relief  offering  to  care  for  the  additional 
budget  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service. — Marie  Valentine,  Fort 
Wayne,   Ind.,  Feb.   3. 

Middlebury. — From  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  1  Marland,  Elias  and  Alvin 
Brightbill  held  a  music  institute  here.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  1 
they  led  congregational  singing  and  showed  pictures  of  hymns. 
From  Jan.  5  to  19  our  revival,  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery 
of  Onekama,  Mich.,  was  well  attended.  The  weather  was  favor- 
able for  this  time  of  year  and  a  number  of  folks  from  adjoining 
churches  were  present.  The  messages  were  inspiring  and  soul 
refreshing.    There  were   special   songs   from   other   churches   as 
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well  as  our  own.  Four  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism, 
one  taken  in  by  letter  and  one  reclaimed.  On  Jan.  26  Rev.  Griest, 
a  retired  Methodist  minister,  working  for  the  interest  of  the 
Anti-Saloon  League,  brought  us  a  good  message  on  the  evils  of 
alcohol.  Rest  rooms  have  been  installed  recently  in  our  church 
basement. — Mrs.  Gladys  Schrock,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  31. 

Union  Grove.— Bro.  Virgil  C.  Finnell  of  North  Manchester 
came  to  our  church  and  gave  an  illustrated  temperance  lecture 
that  was  very  instructive.  He  also  showed  his  slides  in  one  of 
our  local  schools.  The  men  of  the  church  gave  a  good  program 
on  Sunday  evening  preceding  our  Thanksgiving  service.  Follow- 
ing their  lead,  we  stuffed  our  turkey  envelopes  for  a  thank-offer- 
ing for  home  missions.  At  our  regular  December  council  we 
conducted  the  business  session  at  the  tables  following  a  fellow- 
ship supper.  We  noted  a  larger  attendance  than  usual.  Our 
children's  department  presented  interesting  pantomimes,  songs 
and  readings  at  our  Christmas  morning  programs  and  were  re- 
membered with  a  gift  of  sweets  by  the  Sunday  school.  The 
young  people  dramatized  The  Prince  of  Peace  in  the  evening, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Pease.  Many  gifts  of  cheer 
were  sent  out  by  the  different  classes  to  shut-ins  and  lonely  fam- 
ilies. The  trustees  publicly  presented  a  beautifully  wrapped  box 
of  good  things  to  our  faithful  janitor,  who  is  now  in  his  eightieth 
year.  Our  pastor  asked  the  various  classes  to  take  a  turn  in 
conducting  the  devotional  period  preceding  the  Sunday  morning 
sermon.  The  response  to  this  request  has  been  good,  and  the  de- 
votionals  inspiring.  We  have  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  Sun- 
day evening  services,  which  have  been  a  Bible  study  on  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  held  our  annual  church  farm  and  parsonage  sale  on 
Jan.  16.  It  brought  goodwill  and  a  neat  return  for  the  farm  fund. 
We  held  a  fellowship  luncheon  and  a  program  of  good  cheer  for 
our  draft-age  group  of  men  last  Sunday  evening.  One  of  our 
number  will  leave  for  training  this  week.  We  expect  Bro.  C.  D. 
Bonsack  to  be  with  us  Feb.  16,  when  we  will  receive  our 
Achievement  Offering.  On  Feb.  23  Bro.  Robert  Sherfy  of  Ko- 
komo  will  begin  a  two  weeks'  revival. — Mrs.  Virginia  Snavely, 
Muncie,  Ind.,  Jan.  28. 

Kansas 
Hutchinson. — While  our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
Clinton  I.  Weber,  were  away  holding  revival  meetings,  Bro.  L.  J. 
Harris,  a  Baptist  minister,  Brethren  Burton  Metzler  and  John 
Boitnott  of  McPherson  College  were  guest  speakers  on  three 
Sundays.  Bro.  Loren  Sibley,  a  very  able  layman  speaker  of  our 
own  group,  filled  the  pulpit  a  number  of  times,  and  others  helped 
in  arranging  and  giving  programs.  Our  children  helped  in 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  programs.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  de- 
cided to  meet  for  an  all-day  meeting  once  each  month  in  the 
homes.  On  Dec.  22  two  lovely  weddings  took  place  in  the  after- 
noon in  our  church.  The  young  people  were  Horace  Harter  and 
Lois  Trump,  Gilbert  Still  and  Minnie  Lee  Spencer.  We  have  new 
carpets  in  our  church  aisles.  We  were  able  this  year  for  the 
first  time  to  meet  our  quota  for  the  seventy-five  per  cent  Mes- 
senger club.  Our  offering  to  district  missions  the  first  quarter 
was  $25.70:  China  relief,  $19.46  and  to  McPherson  College,  $5.50. 
At  our  watch  night  service  William  Peck,  a  talented  organist, 
gave  us  a  concert  on  our  new  reed  pipe  organ.  Bro.  Loren  Sibley 
was  the  speaker  of  the  evening.  Music  was  given  by  the  young 
people  of  our  own  group,  and  the  program  concluded  in  a  can- 
dlelighting  service.  On  Jan.  26  we  held  our  third  annual  birth- 
day dinner.  The  offering  was  $60.65.  All  churches  of  our  city, 
Protestant  and  Catholic,  are  uniting  in  a  come-to-church  cam- 
paign. They  are  using  attractive  posters  on  billboards,  the  radio 
and  local  newspaper.  The  pastors  are  going  out  in  teams  to  call 
in  every  home  where  they  do  not  see  a  poster  on  the  door  which 
states  that  the  family  goes  to  church.  They  are  stressing  from 
their  pulpits  that  churchgoers  should  invite  others  to  church. 
Just  before  Easter  each  church  will  hold  its  own  revival  meeting. 
— Mrs.  Steve  Moyer,  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Jan.  31. 

Maryland 

Pipe  Creek. — A  missionary  program  sponsored  by  the  women 
-was  given  on  Nov.  10.  The  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on 
Nov.  13  with  130  present.  Dr.  Philip  Auckenpaugh  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Bro.  D.  E.  Engler  brought  our  Thanksgiving  message. 
The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  mothers  and  daughters  was  held  on 
Dec.  8,  when  a  Christmas  program  was  given.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
was  in  charge  of  the  Christmas  pageant,  The  Lost  Carol,  on 
Dec.  20.  The  Sunday-school  children  received  the  annual  Christ- 
mas treat.  Several  of  the  classes  held  Christmas  parties  during 
the  holidays.  The  sick  and  shut-ins  were  given  Christmas  bas- 
kets of  fruit,  nuts  and  candy  by  the  Sunday-school  classes.  It 
-was  a  pleasure  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Jacob  F.  Replogle  of 
Chicago  with  us  on  Dec.  29,  when  Bro.  Replogle  preached.  Sister 
Replogle  was  formerly  Miss  Thelma  Snader,  a  member  of  our 
congregation.  Some  of  our  young  folks  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
round  table  at  Meadow  Branch  on  Jan.  19.  A  temperance  pro- 
gram was  given  on  Jan.  19  when  Carl  Elliot  gave  an  interesting 
"book  review. — Mrs.  H.  Paul  Hull,  Linwood,  Md.,  Jan.  30. 

Union  Bridge,  Pipe  Creek. — At  a  recent  council  we  elected  Paul 
Niswander  Sunday-school  superintendent;  Ruth  Niswander,  pri- 
mary superintendent;  Margaret  Green,  children's  director:  Mar- 
garet G.  Bowman,  Messenger  agent;  Helen  P.  McDaniel,  Messen- 
ger correspondent.  Eld.  Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa., 
"held  a  two  weeks'  meeting,  closing  Dec.  1.  He  gave  strong  gos- 
pel sermons,  which  were  appreciated  by  many  who  attended.  At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  ten  young  people  were  received  by  bap- 
tism.    The  union  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  our  church. 


A  Methodist  minister,  Rev.  M.  L.  Fearnow,  delivered  the  sermon. 
On  Dec.  20  a  Christmas  program  was  rendered  by  the  Sunday 
school.  On  Dec.  22  an  offering  of  $51  was  received  for  world- 
wide missions.  The  Sunday  school  receives  a  special  relief  of- 
fering each  month.  We  have  been  able  to  place  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes  this  year.  The  aid 
society  meets  once  each  month.  The  mother  and  daughter  club 
meets  every  two  months. — Helen  P.  McDaniel,  Union  Bridge,  Md., 
Feb.  3. 

Michigan 
Zion. — Our  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  closed  Jan.  29. 
Brother  and  Sister  Rarick  worked  earnestly  and  gave  us  spiritual 
and  instructive  messages.  Sister  Rarick  led  the  singing  in  an 
inspiring  way.  Attendance  was  hindered  a  few  times  on  account 
of  weather  conditions  and  some  sickness.  Bro.  Rarick  was  un- 
able, because  of  an  attack  of  influenza,  to  attend  three  meetings, 
and  Sister  Rarick  conducted  the  services.  In  the  fall  Bro. 
Stephen  Weaver  of  Clarksville  gave  us  twelve  helpful  meetings, 
including  several  illustrated  talks  on  temperance,  peace  and  the 
Christian  life.  Our  young  Bro.  Willard  Atherton  is  a  real  help 
in  the  ministry,  and  in  the  peace  program.  We  trust  that  our 
field  worker,  Bro.  Perry  A.  Hoover,  will  be  able  to  be  with  us 
before  long.  Plans  are  made  to  vary  the  Sunday  evening  meet- 
ings to  include  at  stated  times  singing,  sermons,  discussions  and 
various  programs.  Bro.  Charles  Withey  is  president  of  the 
Christian  Workers'  Society.— W.  H.  Good,  Prescott,  Mich.,  Feb.  3. 

Minnesota 
Minneapolis. — Since  we  are  without  a  regular  pastor,  the  pulpit 
has  been  filled  by  ministers  of  the  city.  Last  summer  we  had  a 
ten-day  series  of  meetings,  and  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school, 
with  good  attendance.  Five  accepted  Christ  and  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism,  our  elder.  Bro.  W.  O.  Tannreuther, 
administering  the  rite,  and  preaching  both  morning  and  evening 
on  Sunday.  Bro.  J.  H.  Mathis,  our  fieldman,  officiated  at  a  meet- 
ing at  which  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected. 
We  are  hoping  and  praying  that  we  may  have  a  regular  pastor 
in  the  near  future. — E.  D.  Blocher,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Feb.  3. 

Missouri 
Kansas  City. — Two  young  persons  were  baptized  and  three 
adults  were  added  to  our  membership  by  letter  on  Dec.  15. 
Christmas  services  were  held  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22,  the  pro- 
gram being  given  by  the  various  departments  and  classes  of  the 
Sunday  school.  At  the  close  of  the  program  the  congregation 
placed  white  gifts  around  a  Christmas  tree.  These  gifts  were 
later  distributed  to  the  needy.  The  young  people's  organization 
presented  a  Christmas  play  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
Our  district  board  of  administration  held  its  meeting  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  on  Dec.  29.  Bro.  James  M.  Mohler,  chairman  of  the 
board,  spoke  at  the  morning  church  hour  on  this  day.  During  the 
evangelists'  convention  recently  held  in  Kansas  City,  we  were 
extremely  fortunate  in  having  Dr.  E.  C.  Miller,  the  national  di- 
rector of  the  convention,  speak  to  us  from  our  pulpit  on  Jan.  5. 
Two  of  our  members,  Raymond  Eller  and  Gertrude  Queener, 
were  united  in  marriage  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  I.  V.  Enos,  in  a 
lovely  church  wedding  on  Jan.  17. — Mrs.  D.  E.  Easterla,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,   Jan.   31. 

Ohio 

New  Carlisle. — Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  assisted  our  church  in  a  re- 
vival meeting  from  Jan.  5  to  19.  During  this  time  Pastor  H.  H. 
Helman  and  Bro.  Winger  visited  in  about  one  hundred  homes. 
The  attendance  and  interest  were  very  good  in  spite  of  the  influ- 
enza epidemic.  The  church  is  very  happy  to  receive  twelve  who 
made  the  great  choice.  Bro.  Winger's  messages  were  heart 
searching.  He  talked  at  several  class  meetings  and  to  our  aid 
society  group,  where  potluck  dinners  were  served.  He  addressed 
our  young  people's  group  and  gave  a  talk  to  the  children.  Fol- 
lowing the  service  at  the  church  on  Jan.  17  a  church  school  work- 
ers' conference  was  held  in  the  home  of  our  superintendent,  Bro. 
Galen  Barnhart.  Bro.  Walter  Hawke's  family  showed  two  reels 
of  pictures  on  the  life  of  Christ,  which  were  very  interesting  and 
instructive.  Bro.  Winger  climaxed  the  evening  with  a  very  stir- 
ring message.  Light  refreshments  were  served  and  a  short  social 
period  was  enjoyed  by  all.  An  impressive  service  was  held  on 
Jan.  26,  in  which  Bro.  Helman  administered  baptism.  We  are 
praising  our  heavenly  Father  for  another  mountaintop  experi- 
ence.— Ida  Kempton,  New  Carlisle,   Ohio,  Jan.  31. 

Olivet. — Evening  services  have  been  discontinued  for  the  win- 
ter. At  the  conclusion  of  the  morning  services  on  Dec.  1  Bro. 
C.  F.  Helser,  in  behalf  of  the  congregation,  expressed  appreci- 
ation for  the  work  of  the  pastor  and  his  family,  and  presented 
them  a  beautiful  floor  lamp.  A  fellowship  dinner  was  served  at 
the  noon  hour.  The  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  with  us  on  Dec.  8. 
The  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  children's  department 
on  Dec.  22.  They  gave  the  pageant.  The  Interrupted  Program. 
On  Dec.  23  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  enjoyed  a  gift  exchange  and  social 
meeting.  Some  of  our  members  and  the  pastor  participated  in 
the  Bible  reading  service  held  at  the  Somerset  Methodist  church 
on  Dec.  15.  The  men  cut  and  sawed  wood  for  the  church  and 
parsonage.  Our  ladies'  aid  continues  its  good  work  at  monthly 
meetings.  During  the  quarter  they  held  two  markets,  with  pro- 
ceeds amounting  to  $85.  They  also  made  105  pieces  of  clothing 
and  one  comforter  out  of  new  material,  and  assorted  115  pieces  of 
wearing  apparel  for  relief  work.    Since  Jan.  1  our  attendance  has 
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increased  over  a  year  ago. — Mrs.  Chloe  DeRolph,  Thornville, 
Ohio,  Jan.  31. 

Poplar  Ridge. — Our  revival  meeting  was  held  from  Nov.  10  to 
24  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Harold  Myers.  Special  music  was  rendered 
by  members  of  near-by  churches.  We  were  awakened  to  the  fact 
that  we  are  in  need  of  the  church,  and  the  church  is  in  need  of 
us.  Brother  and  Sister  Dewey  Rowe  and  daughter  from  Bryan, 
Ohio,  were  present  at  our  communion  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing. The  boards  of  Northwestern  Ohio  met  at  our  church  on 
Jan.  21  to  discuss  the  work  of  the  church.  Bro.  Charles  Zunkel 
of  Lima  presided.  It  was  decided  by  the  members  of  the  Poplar 
Ridge  church  to  have  evening  services  every  other  Sunday.  The 
ladies'  aid  met  all  day  on  Jan.  30  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clarence  Bishop.  A  potluck  dinner  was  served. — Mrs.  Harold 
Myers,  Jewell,  Ohio,  Feb.  1. 

Toledo. — The  church  was  greatly  benefited  by  a  music  revival 
conducted  by  Prof.  Alvin  Brightbill  in  November.  We  enter- 
tained the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  for  the  first  time  and 
were  happy  to  have  Bro.  Brightbill  with  us  during  the  con- 
ference. On  Dec.  11  we  met  in  quarterly  council.  Our  annual 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  Dec.  12  with  a  good  attend- 
ance. On  Dec.  14  Pastor  Wilbur  M.  Bantz  performed  the  wed- 
ding ceremony  of  Isabel  Riegal  and  Lowell  Brown.  Eight  Christ- 
mas baskets  of  food  were  delivered  to  needy  families,  and  a  scrip- 
ture, prayer  and  Christmas  carol  were  given  in  each  home.  Gifts 
were  presented  to  our  pastor  and  family  at  a  reception  held  for 
them.  On  Sunday  before  Christmas  the  children  presented  a 
program  of  songs  and  recitations.  On  the  following  Sunday  eve- 
ning the  young  people  rendered  the  play,  The  Empty  Room.  We 
observed  New  Year's  Eve  with  a  fellowship  supper,  followed  by 
a  watch  night  service.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  Minton  have  re- 
cently been  elected  adult  advisers  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. — Fern  Thorn- 
ton, Toledo,  Ohio,  Feb.  3. 

Pennsylvania 

Alioona,  Twenty-eighth  Street. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  1  Paul 
Voranoeff,  nationally  known  young  Russian  evangelist,  gave  his 
illustrated  lecture  on  conditions  in  Russia  today.  On  Nov.  21  a 
program  of  sacred  music  was  presented  by  the  male  chorus  of 
the  Gideon  Bible  class  of  the  Walnut  Grove  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. On  Nov.  22  the  men's  work  group  sponsored  a  father  and 
son  banquet,  which  was  largely  attended.  On  the  morning  of 
Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  was  given  by  the  children,  and  in 
the  evening  the  young  people  and  the  church  choir  gave  a  beau- 
tiful and  well-rendered  pageant  entitled  Watchers  on  the  Hills. 
This  was  followed  by  a  white  gift  service.  At  weekly  meetings 
our  aid  society  has  been  collecting  and  packing  clothing  for 
European  relief.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger will  go  into  every  church  home  of  our  congregation  this  year. 
At  the  women's  missionary  meeting  on  Jan.  14  a  very  impressive 
play,  The  Troublesome  Mite  Box,  was  presented.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  effective  candlelighting  service.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  we  opened  our  mite  boxes  and  counted  an  amount  ex- 
ceeding $100.  On  Jan.  20  Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  of  Marion,  Ohio, 
began  a  series  of  evangelistic  meetings,  which  continued  to 
Feb.  2.  He  brought  us  inspirational  and  Spirit-filled  messages. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  district  conference  which  will 
convene  in  the  Clover  Creek  church  April  8-10. — Mrs.  Galen  Bit- 
tner,  Altoona,  Pa.,  Feb.  3. 

Berkey,  Shade  Creek. — Our  Sunday-school  attendance  for  the 
fall  quarter  has  been  better  than  for  some  years  previous.  We 
recently  painted  and  refinished  the  interior  of  our  church  audi- 
torium. Brethren  Paul  Blough,  Lee  Weaver  and  Berkey  Knavel 
were  licensed  to  preach.  At  the  same  time  Brother  and  Sister 
Howard  Ott  and  Brother  and  Sister  Warren  Blough  were  in- 
stalled into  the  deacon's  office.  At  Christmas  time  the  young 
people  and  children  each  gave  a  program.  The  young  people 
went  caroling  on  two  different  nights.  On  Jan.  12  the  Juniata 
volunteer  group  was  with  us  and  gave  a  helpful  program.  On 
Sunday  evenings  during  the  winter  quarter  the  young  people  are 
having  a  discussion  group  in  which  they  are  studying  doctrines 
of  our  church. — Mrs.  John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa.,  Jan.  30. 

Maple  Glen. — Our  Christmas  program  in  charge  of  Sister 
Claude  Folk  and  Sister  Walter  Maust  was  given  on  Dec.  23.  Sev- 
eral boxes  of  fruit,  prepared  by  the  Sunday  school  for  the  aged 
and  sick  of  our  community,  were  delivered  by  carol  singers. 
The  Sunday  school  also  sent  Christmas  greetings  to  the  sick  and 
to  those  who  have  gone  to  other  communities  to  live.  In  No- 
vember the  sisters  of  the  church  served  dinner  at  a  sale,  from 
which  they  made  $77.03.  The  annual  business  meeting  of  the 
church  was  held  on  Jan.  4.  The  principal  matters  of  business 
were  the  reports  and  election  of  new  officers.  A.  Jay  Replogle 
was  elected  elder;  Sister  Miriam  Peck,  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. Our  aid  society  was  organized  about  a  year  ago  with 
six  members.  There  are  now  fifteen  members,  and  much  inter- 
est is  shown.  We  meet  in  the  homes.  Our  work  so  far  has  been 
making  aprons,  piecing  and  quilting.  Sister  P.  S.  Davis  is  pres- 
ident. We  are  hoping  to  have  our  church  subscribe  one  hundred 
per  cent  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  1941. — Mrs.  Ruth  Lohr, 
Springs,  Pa.,  Feb.  3. 

Martinsburg. — Twenty-six  of  our  number  attended  the  Sunday- 
school  banquet  at  Huntingdon.  Our  young  people  gave  a  very 
beautiful  Christmas  candlelighting  service  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  15.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  22  the  mixed  chorus  gave  a 
cantata;  in  the  evening  the  children  gave  their  program,  the  main 
feature  being  a  pageant  accompanied  by  a  junior  choir.  The 
offerings  received  at  our   Christmas  programs  support   our  mis- 


sionary, Dr.  Daryl  M.  Parker,  who  is  now  taking  special  work 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  A  number  of  shut-ins  and 
needy  families  of  our  community  were  remembered  by  classes 
at  the  Christmas  season.  At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on 
Jan.  3  two  new  deacons  were  elected.  The  men's  chorus  is 
sponsoring  the  installation  of  an  orgatron,  which  is  now  in  use. 
One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  year  was  the  district  mu- 
sical institute  held  Jan.  24  to  26  by  Prof.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill 
of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  Bro.  William  Beery,  the  oldest 
song  leader  and  writer  of  the  church,  sang  a  number  of  solos 
and  assisted  in  these  services,  which  were  a  great  help  and  in- 
spiration to  all  music  lovers.  The  women's  missionary  society 
served  meals  on  this  occasion.  A  number  of  our  church  leaders 
are  attending  a  leadership  training  school  now  in  progress  each 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  Roaring  Spring  Church  of  God.  One  of 
the  four  courses  offered  is  being  taught  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
A.  R.  Coffman.  The  week  of  prayer  was  observed  in  January 
in  the  various  churches  in  Martinsburg.  These  meetings  were 
very  inspiring  and  helpful.  On  the  afternoon  of  Jan.  19  the 
men's  chorus  rendered  an  inspiring  musical  program  at  the  old 
folks'  home.  There  is  much  interest  shown  in  our  peace-relief 
offering  taken  once  a  month.  The  average  for  the  past  seven 
months  has  been  $37.25  a  Sunday.  Beginning  Feb.  5  and  con- 
tinuing for  nine  weeks  there  will  be  cottage  prayer  meetings 
each  evening  at  ten  different  homes  in  the  borough,  followed  by 
union  midweek  services  in  one  of  the  churches. — Mrs.  Ray  Mil- 
ler, Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  3. 

Mechanic  Grove. — Since  our  last  report  three  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  letter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
Nov.  2,  with  Bro.  Nathan  Martin  officiating.  Brother  and  Sister 
Martin  of  Lebanon  and  Brother  and  Sister  Trostle  Dick  of  the 
Coventry  church  were  with  us.  A  Negro  quartet  of  Lincoln 
University  rendered  a  fine  program  on  Nov.  10.  The  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  branch  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  held  a  convention  in 
our  church  in  November.  Bro.  Lester  Schreiber  preached  at  a 
special  service  on  Thanksgiving  morning.  Bro.  Harry  Yoder  of 
Lancaster  preached  for  us  on  Dec.  21.  During  the  Christmas 
season  the  young  people  went  caroling,  a  Sunday-school  class 
gave  a  program  at  the  Neffsville  Brethren's  Home,  the  senior  and 
junior  aid  societies  baked  a  quantity  of  cookies  for  the  veterans 
at  the  Coatesville  hospital,  and  a  number  of  other  things  were 
done  by  various  classes  and  organizations  to  spread  Christmas 
cheer. — Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

Mouniville. — Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  Nov.  16  and  17  with 
a  good  attendance.  Visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  David 
Markey,  Harry  Eshelman  and  Phares  Forney,  all  of  whom 
brought  us  practical  and  spiritual  messages.  Our  revival  services 
followed  the  love  feast  with  Bro.  Howard  Merkey  of  Manheim 
bringing  the  messages  each  evening.  Bro.  Merkey  labored  ear- 
nestly. As  a  direct  result  nine  were  brought  into  the  kingdom, 
being  received  through  baptism  at  Lancaster  on  Jan.  5.  Six  of 
this  number  represented  an  entire  family,  father,  mother  and 
|our  children.  The  young  people's  department  brought  cheer 
during  the  holiday  season  by  caroling  on  Christmas  Eve  at  the 
homes  of  the'  aged  and  sick  folks,  ending  with  the  conducting 
of  worship  services  on  Christmas  morning  at  the  Home  for  the 
Aged  at  Neffsville.  Brother  Nevin  Zug  was  a  visiting  minister 
on  Christmas  morning  and  favored  us  with  a  splendid  message. 
On  Jan.  5  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  a  native  of  Lancaster  but  more 
recently  a  missionary  on  the  China  field,  brought  us  a  splendid 
message  on  the  work  of  the  China  field.  She  very  ably  portrayed 
the  faithfulness  and  trustworthiness  of  the  native  workers  as 
well  as  the  dangers  and  uncertainties  of  situations  now  existing 
in  China.  An  offering  amounting  to  $45.71  was  given  for  the 
work  in  China. — Florence  K.  Herr,  Millersville,  Pa.,  Jan.  28. 

Mt.  Olivet. — On  Christmas  Eve  a  goodly  number  participated 
in  a  candelight  service  directed  by  Pastor  E.  S.  Kipp.  The 
women's  work  is  progressing.  At  the  present  time  they  are 
making  clothing  for  war  refugees.  On  Feb.  5  we  shall  sew  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Dorothy  Kipp,  president  of  our  women's  work. 
We  are  planning  to  have  a  Bible  institute  in  the  spring.  On 
Jan.  26  our  pastor  gave  a  report  of  what  the  brotherhood  is 
planning  to  do  for  the  camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  At 
the  close  of  the  service  a  liberal  offering  was  lifted  for  this 
work. — Mrs.  Ada  Brandt,  Millerstown,  Pa.,  Jan.  31. 

Palmyra. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  15  Sister  Martha  Martin 
gave  an  inspiring  talk  in  our  Christian  Workers'  meeting,  after 
which  a  group  of  student  volunteers  from  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege rendered  a  fine  program.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  sev- 
eral departments  of  the  Sunday  school  rendered  the  Christmas 
program.  On  Dec.  29  Eld.  Rufus  P.  Bucher  began  our  evangel- 
istic meetings,  which  continued  for  two  weeks  with  good  attend- 
ance and  interest.  There  was  special  music  every  night.  As 
a  result  of  these  meetings  we  received  twenty  young  people  by 
baptism  on  Jan.  19.  Four  were  received  by  letter.  At  our  quar- 
terly council  on  Jan.  22  Elders  H.  F.  King  and  N.  K.  Musser  of 
the  ministerial  board  were  present.  Bro.  Frank  S.  Carper  was 
elected  elder  for  three  years.  We  expect  Sister  Eliza  Miller  to 
be  with  us  in  our  morning  worship  on  Feb.  9,  and  in  the  evening 
the  Elizabethtown  College  chorus  will  give  us  a  program  of 
songs. — Mrs.  Moses  Groy,  Palmyra,  Pa.,  Jan.  31. 

Somerset. — On  Jan.  1  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  took  up  his  duties 
as  our  new  pastor.  An  installation  service  was  held  on  Jan.  3 
in  charge  of  Bro.  Charles  Blough,  member  of  the  district  minis- 
terial board.  This  service  was  very  impressive  and  was  perhaps 
made  even  more  so  as  we  witnessed  the  installation  of  Bro. 
Blough  by  his   own  brother.     At  the  close  of  the   service  a  re- 
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ception  was  held  for  the  Blough  family.  The  program  consisted 
of  talks  by  a  member  of  the  local  ministerial  board,  a  trustee,  a 
local  minister,  the  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  a  minister 
of  the  town.  There  was  also  a  reading  and  special  music  by  the 
choir.  After  the  program  a  lunch  was  served  by  one  of  the 
Sunday-schol  classes  and  all  those  present  were  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  Brother  and  Sister  Blough  and  their  son.  On 
Jan.  16  Bro.  W.  F.  Berkebile,  pastor  and  elder  of  the  Rockwood 
church,  conducted  our  council.  Five  new  members  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Bro.  Blough  was  elected  elder.  He  is  planning 
to  hold  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  service  prior  to  our  love  feast 
which  will  be  held  on  Easter  Sunday. — Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cage,  Jr., 
Somerset,  Pa.,  Jan.  24. 

Waynesboro. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  15  our  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Prof.  Charles  M.  Cassel  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  rendered 
a  program  of  inspiring  Christmas  music  in  two  parts,  the  latter 
part  being  taken  from  Handel's  oratorio,  The  Messiah.  On  the 
evening  of  Dec.  22  the  Sunday  school  presented  a  beautiful  and 
impressive  pageant,  Christmas  Flowers,  by  Martha  Bawly.  At 
our  recent  church  business  meeting  it  was  decided  to  invite  the 
Juniata  College  a  cappella  choir  to  present  a  program  in  our 
church  on  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  16.  It  was  decided  to  receive 
an  offering  in  the  near  future  for  our  local  African  M.  E.  church. 
April  10  was  the  date  set  for  our  spring  love  feast.  The  women's 
European  relief  committee  reported  they  had  shipped  581  gar- 
ments, 375  of  which  were  new,  to  the  Friends'  Service  Commit- 
tee at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Our  women  expect  to  meet  on  Jan.  31 
in  an  all-day  mission  study  of  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China,  by 
Gordon  Poteat.  At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  our  missionary  as- 
sociation on  Jan.  15  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  home  on  furlough 
from  China,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  about  her  work  among 
the  women  and  children  of  that  country.  We  are  planning  to 
begin  another  leadership  training  class  on  Feb.  3,  with  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  as  director.  During  the  week  of  prayer, 
beginning  Jan.  6,  we  co-operated  with  the  other  churches  in  a 
union  Christian  mission.  These  services  will  be  resumed  on 
Jan.  29  and  continue  each  Wednesday  evening  for  ten  weeks. 
Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst  of  Elizabethtown  will  be  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  first  meeting. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Jan.  25. 

West  Conesloga. — Late  in  October  two  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  On  Nov.  6  and  7  the  ministerial  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Middle  Creek  house.  A  large  crowd  attended  the 
very  interesting  and  inspiring  services.  On  Dec.  1  Bro.  John 
Ebersole  of  Jennersville  began  a  series  of  meetings.  Bro.  Christ 
Gibbel  preached  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  on  Nov.  28.  On  Dec.  22 
the  young  people  and  chorus  of  our  church  rendered  a  Christ- 
mas pageant.  On  Christmas  Eve  our  young  people  went  carol- 
ing.    At   our  regular  council  on  Dec.   29   some  officers  were  re- 


elected and  a  decision  was  made  to  have  a  Bible  institute  in  the 
spring.  On  Jan.  12  Bro.  Bard  Kreider  preached  a  missionary  ser- 
mon.— Emma  L.   Zook,  Lititz,  Pa.,  Jan.  24. 

Texas 

Falfurrias. — Because  of  an  epidemic  of  influenza  the  Louisiana 
and  Texas  District  Bible  conference  planned  for  Dec.  27  to  29  at 
Falfurrias  had  to  be  postponed.  Bro.  M.  H.  Peters  of  Manvel, 
Texas,  brought  us  a  splendid  gospel  message  on  Dec.  29.  Elder 
and  Sister  J.  F.  Hoke  of  Welsh,  La.,  and  Bro.  E.  A.  Frantz  of 
Weatherford,  Texas,  were  with  us  on  Jan.  19.  Bro.  Hoke  brought 
us  the  morning  message  and  Bro.  Frantz  "the  evening  message. 
We  will  be  better  persons  because  we  heard  these  inspiring  mes- 
sages from  God's  Word.  We  are  glad  to  have  so  many  visitors 
from  the  North  this  winter. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Dague,  Falfurrias, 
Texas,   Jan.   27. 

Virginia 

Harrisonburg. — On  the  Sunday  nearest  Armistice  Day  Bro. 
Bowman  preached  a  sermon  on  I  See  a  New  Earth,  and  in  the 
evening  a  pageant,  The  Land  of  the  Free,  was  given.  The  be- 
ginner and  junior  departments  sponsored  a  tea  on  Nov.  15  to 
foster  fellowship.  The  union  Thanksgiving  service  was  con- 
ducted in  the  Baptist  church  with  the  Methodist  pastor  deliv- 
ering the  message  and  a  number  of  the  other  pastors  taking  part. 
Our  communion  services  are  growing  in  interest.  At  these  serv- 
ices our  younger  members  are  taking  part  in  music,  reading  of 
the  Scriptures  and  leading  in  prayer.  On  the  morning  of  Nov.  24 
our  pastor  preached  an  impressive  examination  sermon,  and  in 
the  evening  Bro.  Marshall  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater  officiated  at  the 
love  feast  services.  Our  church  was  host  to  the  district  round 
table  and  banquet  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  6,  when  Dan  West  was 
guest  speaker.  At  the  council  meeting  on  Dec.  4  reports  were 
given  and  plans  considered  for  the  year  ahead.  The  men's  and 
women's  work  groups  showed  progress.  The  pastor's  report  gave, 
an  interesting  view  into  the  home  circles  of  the  church  through 
calls  and  visits.  The  women's  circles  have  sponsored  several 
projects.  They  have  added  to  the  kitchen  equipment  by  pur- 
chasing an  electric  range  and  an  automatic  water  heater;  they 
have  contributed  to  the  Northern  Virginia  mission  project.  Two 
peace  programs  in  November  were  well  attended.  Bro.  J.  M. 
Henry  of  Bridgewater  and  our  pastor  were  the  speakers.  On 
Dec.  15  our  young  Negro  friends  of  the  city  gave  us  a  musical 
treat.  The  Christmas  activities  of  the  church  centered  around 
giving  and  presenting  gifts  and  baskets  to  the  sick,  aged  and 
underprivileged.  On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  gave  the  Christ- 
mas play.  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  to  a  full  house.  On  Dec.  29  the 
choirs  gave  a  program  of  Christmas  anthems. — Mrs.  A.  Fred  Cline, 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Jan.  29. 


Selected  BOOKS  for 
JUNIOR   LEADERS 


A  Study  of  the  Junior  Child 

Mary  Theodora  Whitley   

Written   for   teachers    of   children   nine   to    twelve   years   of 


60c 


Stories  for  the  Junior  Hour 

Ada  Rose  Demerest   


$1.00 


age.     Dr.  Whitley's  name  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the 
accuracy  of  its  psychology. 


193  pages  of  Bible  and  secular  stories  told  by  an  expert 
storyteller.    The  many  stories  cover  a  wide  field. 


Teaching  Junior  Boys 
and  Girls 

Mildred  Moody  Eakin    


$1.10 


30c 


Shows  how  to  lead  juniors  by  presenting  the  experiences 
of  others — both  those  that  failed  and  those  that  succeeded. 


Teaching  Juniors 

Florence    E.    Norton    

This  volume  is  particularly  adapted  to  help  all  kinds  of 
teachers,  experienced  and  inexperienced,  enthusiastic  and 
indifferent.     An  outstanding  training  book. 


Training  Juniors  in 


Worship 

Mary  Alice  Jones    

Thirty-six  completely  planned  worship  services  for  juniors. 
A  cyclopedia  of  selected  calls  to  worship,  also  hymns, 
songs,  prayers,   worship   stories   and   dramatizations. 


^  -     -l~.     Junior  Worship  Materials     <t*  1     CO 

$  1  .00  Nellie  V    Burgess  «P  *  ^DV 

37  splendid  worship  services  in  keeping  with  sound  the- 
ory and  practice  in  religious  education.  Also  contains 
worship  stories,  hymns  and  junior  lessons. 


ALL   BOOKS   SENT   PREPAID 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

ELGIN.   ILLINOIS 
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Start  the  New  Sunday-school  Year  With  a  Selective  Study  Material  for  Your 

Junior  Department 

GRADED  COURSES 


JUNIORS 


The  objective  of  these  carefully  outlined  lessons  is  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  Christian  character  during  these  most  impressionable  years.  The  newer 
theories  of  education  underlie  the  lesson  courses,  dealing  with  the  interests 
and  problems  of  the  pupil.  Every  lesson  has  a  Biblical  background.  Bible 
stories  and  passages  are  carried  over  into  the  life  experiences  of  the  junior. 
The  material  is  sufficiently  simplified  and  elastic  to  make  it  usable  by  teach- 
ers who  have  not  had  the  advantages  of  special  training. 

3  Complete  Courses  for  3  Junior  Years 

COURSE  FOUR: 
COURSE  FIVE: 
COURSE  SIX: 


Junior  First  Year — 
Course  in  3  units — 53  lessons 

Junior  Second  Year — 
Course  in  4  units — 52  lessons 


Junior  Third  Year — 
Course  in  5  units — 52  lessons 


-MATERIALS- 

Pupil's  Book,  Teacher's  Textbook,  Per  Quarter,  and  Large  Pictures  for  Teachers 

(First  Two  Years) 


WRITE  FOR  FREE  48-PAGE   "PROSPECTUS" 

of  the  Brethren  Graded  Courses  (revised  1940) — Children's  Division,  giving  outlines 
and  sample  lessons  of  courses.  Also  helpful  suggestions  on  school  organization  and 
grading.  ALL  COURSES  BEGIN  WITH  OCTOBER  SO  DON'T  DELAY— WRITE 
TODAY! 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

ELGIN,    ILLINOIS 


Gospel  Messenger 


Volume  90 


Tnalck  /,  \Cjl\\ 


Number  9 


Editorial — 

How  to  Teach  Peace  (H.  A.  B.)   3 

The  Proper  Focus  of  Interest  (E.  F.)    3 

Stories  of  Our  Brethren  (J.  E.  M.)   3 

A  Word  for  the  Lowly  (E.   F.)   4 

Kingdom    Gleanings     16,  17 

About   Books    17 

The   General  Forum — 

Song  for  Dark  Days  (Verse).     By  Lucile  Long  5 

Ideals    for   Civilian    Public   Service   Camps. 

By  Guy  N.  Hartman  and  DeWitt  L.  Miller 5 

Spiritual  Basis  of  Friends  Service.  By  Clarence  E.  Pickett  6 
Mennonites  in  the  Present  War  Situation. 

By   Henry   A.   Fast    . 7 

Purpose   of   the   Camps    8 

After  It  Was  Past.     By  W.  O.  Beckner  9 

If  I  Were  a  Rural  Minister. — Second  Half. 

By    Charles    Josiah    Galpin    10 

The  Singing  Voice  of  Jesus.     By  Florence  C.  Hebel 11 

Our  Mission  Work — 

Dedication  of  Babies.  By  Modena  Minnich  Studebaker.  .  12 
A  Little  Child  (Verse).     By  Modena  Minnich  Studebaker  12 


Witnessing  in  a  Hospital.    By  Dr.  Peter  Paul 12 

What  to  Pray  For    13 

Monthly  Financial  Report  (C.  M.  C.)    13 

Home  and  Family — 

Genesis  8:  22  (Verse).     By  Frederick  D.   Anthony   14 

Work   Camps    and   Integrated   Living. 

By    Mildred    Jensen    Loomis    14 

Signboard   Sermons — "I've   Changed." 

By    Forest    S.    Eisenbise    15 

The   Church  at  Work — 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian;  Women's  Work  in  the  Pacific 
Region;  H.  P.  and  M.  P.;  Civilian  Public  Service 
Packets     18,  19 

•        •        •        • 

BRETHREN  SERVICE  PEACE  "CUP"  CARD 

The  meaningful  design  below  is  printed  on  the  new 
cards  available  for  every  home  to  use  around  a  cup  on 
the  dining  table.  The  Brethren  Service  program  of  Civilian 
Service  and  War  Relief  puts  upon  the  church  a  new  re- 
sponsibility and  opportunity  which  should  be  carried  by 
sacrificial  effort,  in  addition  to  the  normal  program.  See 
page    17. 
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The  Church  of  the  Brethren  Today— 


The  institution  now  known  as  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  was  organized  at  Schwarze- 
nau,  Germany,  in  1708,  by  Alexander  Mack 
and  seven  others  of  like  convictions. 

Persecution  soon  resulted  in  most  of  the 
membership  fleeing  to  America.  Peter  Beck- 
er came  with  twenty  families  in  1719.  Alex- 
ander Mack  headed  a  group  of  thirty  fam- 
ilies arriving  in  1729. 

The  original  settlements  were  made  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  mother 
church  is  located  at  Germantown,  same 
state. 

Naturally  Pennsylvania  has  continued  as 
a  stronghold  of  the  Brethren  people.  At  pres- 
ent approximately  one  fourth  of  a  total  mem- 
bership of  over  170,000  live  in  this  state. 

However,  the  Brethren  joined  in  the  west- 
ward movement  of  the  American  people  and 
today  have  churches  as  far  west  as  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  as  far  north  as  western  Canada, 
and  as  far  south  as  Texas  and  Florida. 

Interest  in  foreign  missions  dates  from  the 
seventies.  The  principal  fields  of  work  are 
in  Scandinavia,  India,  China  and  Africa,  be- 
gun respectively  in  1876,  1894,  1908  and 
1922. 

The  mission  force  on  the  foreign  fields  is 
nearly  one  hundred  missionaries,  the  native 
membership  upwards  of  8,000,  and  the  fields 
for  development  large  and  promising. 

Official  headquarters  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  are  maintained  at  16-24  South  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111.    Sometimes  known  as  the  con- 


servative branch  of  the  Dunkers,  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  should  not  be  confused  with 
the  United  Brethren.  The  church-owned 
Brethren  Publishing  House  is  also  located  at 
Elgin.  Here  are  published  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger (the  church  paper)  and  a  full  line  of 
Sunday-school  papers  and  helps. 

The  1,021  congregations  are  organized  in- 
to 48  state  districts  under  a  general  Annual 
Conference.  Officers  of  this  are  a  moder- 
ator, reader,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
Conference  proper  is  made  up  of  two  dele- 
gate bodies:  the  Standing  Committee  rep- 
resenting the  state  districts,  and  the  delegate 
body  composed  of  representatives  from  local 
churches. 

Special  interests  are  cared  for  by  boards 
or  committees,  for  example:  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  General  Ministerial  Board,  Gen- 
eral Education  Board,  Board  of  Christian 
Education. 

The  church  has  one  seminary,  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  in  Chicago,  111.  Interest 
in  education  of  college  grade  is  evidenced 
by  a  chain  of  colleges  located  as  follows: 
Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Elizabeth- 
town  College,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.;  Bridge- 
water  College,  Bridgewater,  Va.;  Manchester 
College,  N.  Manchester,  Ind.;  McPherson 
College,  McPherson,  Kans.;  La  Verne  Col- 
lege, La  Verne,  Calif. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  no  creed 
but  the  New  Testament,  is  evangelical  in 
faith  and  outlook,  and  is  definitely  striving 
to  realize  the  ideals  set  forth  in  the  New 
Testament. 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
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H.  A.  BRANDT,  Assistant  Editor 
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EDITORIAL 


How  to  Teach  Peace 

Number  eight  on  a  sheet  of  questions  submitted 
for  group  discussion  was  a  question  about  how  to 
teach  peace  in  a  world  like  ours.  The  question 
was  not  reached  in  the  discussion  referred  to,  but 
its  presence  on  the  list  did  serve  to  set  one  person 
to  thinking. 

At  first  thought  it  may  seem  that  the  present  is 
hardly  a  time  to  waste  much  effort  teaching  peace. 
In  the  moral  twilight  of  these  times  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  men  to  think  clearly.  As  a  certain 
wise  man  once  said,  there  is  an  appropriate  time 
for  almost  everything.  So  why  not  for  the  teach- 
ing of  peace? 

And  yet,  the  best  time  to  learn  is  when  one  is 
up  against  a  crisis  situation.  It  might  almost  be 
said  that  men  never  really  learn  unless  it  is 
burned  into  their  consciousness  by  way  of  con- 
crete experience.  All  of  which  seems  to  us  to  say, 
that  while  men  may  be  impatient  with  arbitrary 
or  doctrinaire  statements,  they  are  ever  hospit- 
able to  practical  suggestions. 

So  whatever  you  teach  about  peace  must  be 
pulled  down  from  the  realm  of  theory  to  the  level 
of  practical  everyday  living.  It  is  a  good  time  to 
teach  peace — but  the  way  is  to  live  it!      h.  a.  b. 

The  Proper  Focus  of  Interest 

The  preacher  did  well,  we  think,  in  saying  that 
his  interest  in  the  subject  announced  was  intense- 
ly practical,  and  his  treatment  seemed  to  support 
that  contention.  Life  in  our  day  is  too  full  of 
hard  questions  about  what  to  do  next,  to  spend 
time  or  energy  in  futile  speculation.  To  justify 
its  place  in  a  pulpit  or  indeed  in  any  discussion, 
the  question  at  issue  should  have  a  direct  bearing 
on  some  phase  of  human  responsibility. 

What  do  I  need  to  know  about  the  subject  pro- 
posed, or  what  does  anybody  need  to  know  about 


it,  in  order  to  live  a  richer  life,  in  order  to  serve 
the  church  and  the  kingdom  of  God  more  effec- 
tively? That  kind  of  inquiry  is  always  in  order. 
To  excite  or  distract  the  minds  of  people  that  need 
help  by  questions  about  matters  that  are  entirely 
within  the  province  of  God  and  have  no  relation 
to  human  duty  or  privilege — that  sort  of  thing  is 
going  on  all  the  time  and  especially  when  great 
world  events  are  transpiring,  and  it  is  a  grievous 
sin. 

It  solves  no  problems.  It  disturbs  the  peace  of 
the  church.  It  diverts  attention  from  the  business 
committed  to  the  church  by  her  Lord  and  unfits 
those  affected  by  it  for  any  useful  service.  We 
ought  to  keep  the  mind  of  the  membership  fo- 
cused on  things  that  matter.  e.  f. 

Stories  of  Our  Brethren 

Old  Shoes — and  a  Job 

The  time  was  summer.  Haying  and  harvesting 
were  on.  A  city  housewife  was  busy  with  her 
morning  duties.  A  rap  at  the  back  door  fell  on 
her  ears.  Responding  she  beheld  a  young  man 
poorly  clad  and  apparently  hungry.  He  told  his 
simple  story  of  no  work,  no  friends  near,  and  an 
empty  stomach. 

"But  why  do  you  come  so  late  in  the  morning 
when  breakfast  long  since  has  been  over?"  she 
asked. 

"I  was  very  tired  last  night  and,  having  no 
money,  I  slept  in  the  park.  When  at  last  I  awoke 
the  sun  was  high,  the  birds  were  singing  for  joy 
while  I  was  hungry  and  penniless.  If  you  can 
only  give  me  a  dry  crust  it  will  be  sufficient.  I  do 
not  want  to  put  you  to  much  trouble,"  were  his 
deeply  felt  words. 

Feeling  for  him  in  his  hard  lot  she  gave  him 
bread — and  much  more.  Besides  she  forgot  about 
her  Saturday's  cleaning,  sat  down  and  together 
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they  had  a  pleasant  visit.  She  learned  that  he 
could  have  a  job  on  a  farm,  if  only  he  had  a  better 
pair  of  shoes.  His  own  were  almost  soleless. 
Searching  she  found  a  pair  of  shoes  with  fairly 
good  soles,  not  to  mention  their  rather  worn  up- 
pers.   He  said  the  uppers  were  not  so  important. 

Next  she  saw  that  his  socks  had  a  superabun- 
dance of  holes  and  that  he  had  been  walking  with 
his  feet  next  to  the  pavement.  She  added  a  pair 
of  socks.  His  shirt  too  was  mostly  rags  and  his 
kerchief  was  beyond  further  use.  A  work  shirt  and 
a  red  bandana  were  the  next  addition  to  his  ward- 
robe. Then  she  sent  him  to  the  garage  to  make 
the  necessary  changes.  As  he  returned  he  looked 
better,  walked  better,  talked  better,  saying: 

"I'm  feeling  better.  Thank  you  so  much  for 
your  kindness.  I  know  I  can  land  that  job  and  I 
can  do  the  work  for  I  was  raised  on  the  farm."  So 
saying  he  was  about  to  leave  when  the  lady  said: 

"Sit  down  a  minute.  I  have  something  further 
to  say.  You  are  out  of  money,  but  I  smell  ciga- 
rettes on  your  breath.  Cigarettes  cost  money,  in- 
jure your  body  and  can  do  you  not  the  least  good. 
The  money  you  spend  for  cigarettes  would  better 
be  spent  for  food  and  clothes." 

He  interrupted  her  by  saying:  "What  you  say 
is  true,  but  smoking  helps  me  to  forget  myself  and 
brings  some  pleasure." 

"Yes,  and  a  bad  odor,  and  contributes  to  poor 
health  in  many  cases.  At  any  rate  you  have  no 
money  for  cigarettes." 

"But,"  said  he,  "it's  a  habit  hard  to  break  when 
once  formed." 

"Will  you  let  a  little  cigarette  be  your  master? 
I  have  filled  your  stomach,  shod  your  feet,  covered 
your  back  and  given  you  a  bandana  to  wipe  the 
sweat  from  your  face.  These  things  may  help  you 
to  land  a  job,  but  how  long  you  can  hold  that  job 
depends  on  how  you  tackle  it.  Give  that  man 
your  best  service.  And  remember,  I  expect  you  to 
make  good." 

And  so  they  parted,  she  to  her  housework,  he  to 
tackle  his  new  job.  Neither  knew  the  name  of  the 
other.  Neither  expected  to  meet  again.  It  was 
only  one  of  those  chance  interviews  that  cross 
one's  path  at  times. 

Two  years  passed  by.  Years  have  a  way  of  pass- 
ing by,  never  to  be  recalled.  Not  so  with  these 
two  years. 

Again  the  woman  was  working  on  the  back 
porch  when  she  beheld  a  fine  dappled  gray  team 
coming  up  the  street.  As  they  drew  near  the 
driver  tipped  his  hat  and  smiled.  Seeing  that  she 
did  not  recognize  him  he  stopped,  hitched  his 
team  to  the  post  and  drew  near. 


"I  see  you  do  not  remember  me,  though  I  re- 
member you  quite  well,"  he  said. 

"No,  I  do  not  recall  ever  seeing  you,"  she  re- 
plied. 

"Didn't  you  give  shoes,  socks,  shirt  and  ban- 
dana— and  a  good  breakfast — to  a  hungry  tramp 
two  years  ago?" 

"Let  me  see.  Yes,  it  all  comes  back,  but  what 
of  it?" 

"Well,  I'm  that  tramp,  only  I  have  been  living 
well  and  clean,  landed  that  job  and  have  held  it 
for  two  years.  Could  have  two  other  jobs  but 
cannot  leave  my  good  boss — and  that  fine  team. 
That  team  and  I  are  pals.  We  simply  cannot  part. 
I  wanted  to  stop  and  tell  you  that  your  help  and 
advice  put  me  on  the  right  track.  I  have  never 
forgotten  you.  I  just  had  to  stop  and  thank  you 
again.  I  was  down  and  out;  you  helped  me  up 
and  on.  I  needed  a  friend;  you  befriended  me.  I 
will  never  forget  you."  He  stopped  short  though 
she  saw  there  was  more  that  he  felt  like  saying 
but  could  not. 

Little  had  that  woman  thought  one  could  do  so 
much  on  a  busy  morning  by  simply  feeding  a  hun- 
gry man,  supplying  his  simple  needs  and  showing 
a  kindly  interest.  As  he  went  down  the  walk  to 
his  team  there  seemed  to  ring  in  her  ears  these 
words:  "I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me 
meat.  ...  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in." 

That  night  she  included  that  man  in  her  prayers. 

J.  E.  M. 

A  Word  for  the  Lowly 

A  keen  observer  who  had  been  in  attendance  at 
the  annual  convention  of  a  well-known  interna- 
tional organization  devoted  to  religious  education, 
remarked  that  it  was  quite  mediocre.  He  referred 
in  particular  to  one  prominent  address  he  did  not 
think  much  of  or  maybe  it  was  the  man  he  did 
not  think  much  of — we  forget  which.  Whether  his 
appraisal  was  a  just  one  or  he  was  somewhat  out 
of  sorts  himself  we  do  not  know.  His  estimates 
are  generally  regarded  as  quite  reliable  and  we  do 
know  that  the  so-called  great  are  not  always  wise 
and  that  many  things  of  value  have  been  hidden 
from  the  upper  classes  and  revealed  unto  the  low- 
lier. 

A  very  great  teacher  once  invited  seekers  after 
the  secret  of  rest  to  come  and  learn  it  of  him  on 
the  express  ground  that  he  was  of  the  lowly  sort. 
Anyone  who  would  take  his  way  for  it  would  find 
soul  rest  and  the  whole  problem  of  handling  life's 
burden  easy  of  solution.  Consider,  please,  the  en- 
couragement there  is  in  this  for  us  ordinary  peo- 
ple and,  say,  do  you  know  of  anything  we  all  need 
these  days  more  than  courage?  e.  f. 
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Song    for    Dark  Days 

BY   LUCILE   LONG 

Dull  leaden  clouds 
And  a  lowering  sky — 

Thus  without  sunshine 
A  long  day  goes  by. 

But  in  the  evening 
Gently  the  snow 

Changes  to  beauty 
The  dull  earth  below. 

So  life  may  pass  by  us 
Lacking  all  brightness, 

Days  and  weeks  unrelieved 
By  any  whiteness, 

Till  the  gray  skies  above 
Give  their  white  peace, 

Wisdom  for  waiting, 
For  pain,  release. 

Bridgewater,  Virginia 


Ideals  for  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps 

BY  GUY  N.  HARTMAN  AND  DE  WITT  L.   MILLER 

The  war  crisis  has  in  it  a  glorious  opportunity 
for  those  who  see  the  meaning  of  the  crisis  and 
not  merely  its  effects  in  our  world.  Senor  de 
Madariago  long  ago  said,  "A  democracy  that  goes 
to  war,  if  beaten,  loses  its  liberty  at  the  hands  of 
its  adversary;  if  victorious,  it  loses  its  liberty  at 
its  own  hands."  Herein  lies  the  challenge  for  the 
historic  peace  churches,  and  other  like-minded 
spirits.  The  future  of  real  democracy  is  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  live  above  and  apart  from  the 
war  spirit. 

In  theory  and  in  practice  the  conscientious  ob- 
jector has  the  rare  opportunity  of  living  in  line 
with  this  great  purpose.  But  he  must  understand 
his  mission  in  this  hour  and  follow  it  devotedly. 
He  is  not  against  something;  rather,  he  is  for  some- 
thing. He  is  not  getting  out  of  anything;  he  is 
getting  into  something.  His  path  will  be  filled 
with  the  stumbling  blocks  of  misunderstanding, 
persecution,  privation  and  sacrifice.  The  course 
for  the  conscientious  objector  is  one  that  only  the 
strongest  souls  should  elect  to  follow. 

Those  in  charge  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
program  had  better  err  on  the  side  of  making  the 
standards  too  high  rather  than  too  low.  The  men 
who  will  be  the  product  of  these  camps  should 
become  the  heroes,  the  heralds,  the  prophets  of 
the  new  day.  They  will  turn  our  peace  doctrine 
into  life.  With  them  will  lie  the  hope  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Any  man  who  claims  exemption  from  military 
service  for  selfish  reasons,  using  the  technique  of 


conscience,  has  already  sinned  equal  to  his  broth- 
er on  the  battlefield.  The  one  is  physical;  the  oth- 
er is  spiritual.  The  conscientious  objector  must 
have  as  his  only  creed  the  integrity  and  finality  of 
human  personality  based  upon  an  unswerving  be- 
lief in  God  and  an  acceptance  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
Savior  of  men.  He  must  carry  with  him  a  vision 
of  a  kingdom  which  hath  foundations  whose  build- 
er and  maker  is  God.  This  vision  must  enable 
him  to  see  that  material  power,  material  king- 
doms, the  voice  of  the  state,  and  the  caprices  of 
world  politics  are  as  fleeting  as  time  and  under 
the  indictment,  "All  these  shall  pass  away." 

Conscientious  objectors  must  be  for  peace,  by 
means  of  peace,  and  by  living  in  keeping  with 
those  principles  that  make  for  peace.  Their  spir- 
its must  be  creative  and  preserving.  Their  in- 
fluence must  leaven  and  sweeten.  Love,  service 
and  sacrifice  must  be  the  determinants  of  their 
conduct.  Their  every  action  should  be  such  as  in- 
spires trust  and  bespeaks  brotherhood.  The  sum 
total  of  their  behavior  should  be  unifying  in  its  ef- 
fect upon  all  men  and  not  divisive.  They  shall  ac- 
complish their  healing  as  of  old  by  prayer  and 
sacrifice. 

The  present  crisis  should  stir  us  to  renewed  zeal 
and  warm  anew  our  devotion.  The  failures  all 
about  us,  the  collapse  of  one  stronghold  after  an- 
other, are  a  real  test  of  our  faith  and  conviction. 
But  if  we  humbly  follow  in  the  way  of  the  Master 
we  will  discover  on  every  hand  new  evidence  that 
one  of  the  abiding  realities  of  life  is  that  God 
never  fails  and  that  his  way  works.  The  foolish- 
ness of  God  is  greater  than  the  wisdom  of  men, 
and  the  weakness  of  God  more  replete  with  power 
than  the  combined  strength  of  all  men.  Spiritual 
reality  will  be  born  anew  when  we  accept  the 
frustrations  of  human  effort  as  the  judgment  of 
God  and  seek  to  follow  in  daily  life  the  implica- 
tions of  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord. 

Now  is  no  time  for  despair.  The  day  ahead  is 
resplendent  with  hope.  Now  is  no  time  for  re- 
treat. Man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity.  It 
is  a  glorious  day  for  those  who  will  let  themselves 
be  used  of  God.  But  only  those  who  will  do  so 
have  any  business  to  take  part  in  the  positive,  for- 
ward march  of  the  church  as  it  undertakes  its 
Civilian  Public  Service  program.  This  is  a  day 
for  men  of  vision,  for  men  of  deep-seated  convic- 
tions, and  for  those  with  a  courage  that  is  born  of 
God.  O  God,  let  us  not  be  found  wanting.  Help 
us  to  be  this  kind  of  men. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— March  1,  1941 


Spiritual  Basis  of  Friends  Service* 

BY  CLARENCE  E.  PICKETT 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  has 
now  for  twenty-three  years  acted  as  an  instru- 
ment for  carrying  out  public  projects  for  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  based  upon  our  historic  testi- 
monies. In  that  time,  either  it  has  shown  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  which  are  their  own  proof,  or 
else  it  has  not.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amiss  if  we 
look  at  some  of  the  objective  results  upon  which 
one  can  place  one's  finger,  realizing  that  in  so  do- 
ing one  may  miss  the  most  significant  things  that 
have  been  done. 

Relief  Work  Left  Spiritual  Imprint 

Friends  did  not  go  to  Europe  for  reconstruction 
work  in  France  and  relief  in  Germany  in  order  to 
build  a  Society  of  Friends.  There  was  no  definite 
attempt  to  make  Protestants  or  Quakers  out  of 
French  peasants.  Quite  as  truly  in  Germany,  we 
went  because  German  children  were  hungry.  Of- 
ficially, they  were  enemy  children.  We  fed  them 
because  of  our  own  inner  urge  and  with  perhaps 
a  consciousness  that  we  were  carrying  out  the 
spirit  of  the  Scripture  which  enjoins  Christians  to 
feed  their  enemies.  There  did  grow  up,  however, 
both  in  Germany  and  in  France,  a  small  Society 
of  Friends.  One  cannot  be  in  touch  with  these 
groups  as  they  exist  today — perhaps  some  hun- 
dred Friends  in  France  and  three  hundred  in  Ger- 
many, still  holding  their  meetings,  still  maintain- 
ing their  testimonies — without  realizing  that  the 
influence  of  what  was  done  left  its  spiritual  im- 
print. Probably  it  did  so  far  more  effectively  than 
if  we  had  depended  too  much  upon  the  spoken 
word. 

Convincing  Sign  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ 

But  beyond  these  more  formal  results,  one  sees 
symptoms  of  lives  which  have  been  touched  and 
influenced  although  having  no  direct  connection 
with  the  Society  of  Friends  and  although  at  pres- 
ent they  may  be  involved  in  national  movements 
which  seem  to  deny  the  validity  of  our  peace  tes- 
timony. When  Margaret  Frawley  saw  the  German 
army  of  invasion  take  over  Bordeaux,  she  was  in 
charge  of  three  Spanish  child-feeding  colonies  for 
the  Service  Committee.  Hoping  to  continue  these 
colonies,  even  though  in  territory  occupied  by  the 
German  army,  she  interviewed  two  men  in  charge 
of  the  army  of  occupation  and  asked  permission 
to  continue.  To  her  astonishment,  both  of  these 
men  said  they  had  been  fed  by  the  Quakers  in  the 
early  twenties  and  they  gave  her  permission  to 
continue,   and  that  feeding  continues  today.     Is 
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that  a  sign  of  the  working  of  the  Spirit?  Is  it  a 
sign  that  those  who  have  done  this  work  two  de- 
cades ago  were  living  in  the  spirit  of  Christ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  kind  of  fruit,  illustra- 
tions of  which  are  continually  emerging  as  one 
moves  about  central  Europe,  is  perhaps  a  more 
convincing  sign  that  we  have  to  a  modest  extent 
been  an  expression  of  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Friends  Primarily  a  Christian  Society 

One  influence  that  these  undertakings  have  upon 
the  Society  of  Friends  is  to  emphasize  the  nature 
of  our  religious  body  as  that  of  a  society  and  not 
an  ecclesiastical  institution.  It  is  not  without  im- 
portance that  over  a  thousand  people  in  various 
parts  of  the  world  have  joined  the  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship.  This  indicates  their  common  view  of 
religious  thought  and  life  with  us,  and  yet  their 
feeling  that  they  wish  to  continue  their  present 
religious  connection  with  some  other  body.  In 
our  work  camps  only  thirty-five  per  cent  of  those 
who  come  to  us  are  Friends.  The  rest  come  be- 
cause they  are  like-minded  and  wish  to  study  and 
experience  a  life  which  faces  and  dissolves  con- 
flict instead  of  becoming  involved  in  it. 

In  fact,  the  more  one  sees  of  present-day  Quak- 
erism the  more  one  feels  that  we  will  be  strength- 
ened and  will  be  of  use  largely  in  proportion  to 
our  emphasis  upon  the  importance  of  attitudes 
and  spiritual  understandings  and  not  upon  the 
development  of  ecclesiastical  machinery  or  even 
growth  in  numbers. 

A.  F.  S.  C.  in  Relation  to  Our  Meetings  and  Homes 

There  have  been  those  who  cautioned  against 
young  people  associating  themselves  with  the 
work  of  the  Service  Committee  because  they  will 
there  come  into  contact  with  other  young  people 
who  smoke  and  perhaps  even  drink,  and  whose 
ideas  of  religion  and  life  are  quite  different.  This 
seems  to  me  to  raise  the  question  of  the  relation 
of  an  organization,  such  as  the  Service  Commit- 
tee, to  local  meetings  and  Quaker  homes.  In  the 
first  place,  the  effectiveness  of  any  work  which 
the  Service  Committee  does  is  very  largely  de- 
pendent upon  the  spirit  and  quality  of  Quaker 
meetings  and  Quaker  homes.  If  boys  and  girls 
have  not  been  drawn  into  a  pretty  full  under- 
standing of  the  basic  beliefs  and  the  testimonies 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  before  they  undertake  to- 
live  out  its  testimonies  in  practical  undertakings, 
their  lives  are  likely  to  be  inadequate  to  the  chal- 
lenge of  meeting  the  sore  spots  of  today's  society. 
Now  and  again,  boys  and  girls  working  with  the 
Service  Committee  at  home  and  abroad,  some 
Friends  and  some  non-Friends,  have  not  made 
good.      Sometimes   they   have   picked   up   habits 
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which  are  objectionable,  and  this  we  all  regret. 
Buf  we  cannot  live  in  cellophane.  Our  only  re- 
course, if  we  are  to  plunge  ourselves  into  the 
places  in  the  world  which  need  most  the  healing 
and  purifying  spirit  of  Christ,  is  to  build  strong 
characters  through  our  homes  and  our  meetings. 
Speaking  as  a  Concerned  Friend 
Both  among  the  young  people  who  work  and 
among  those  v/ho  contribute  are  an  increasing 
number  who  are  becoming  interested  in  the  spir- 
itual basis  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  They  want 
to  attend  our  meetings  for  worship.  They  want  to 
know  whence  are  the  springs  of  these  efforts  of 
ours.  May  I  confess  to  you  that  at  times  we  hard- 
ly know  what  to  say?  I  don't  want  to  be  critical 
of  meetings,  and  please  remember  that  I  am  a 
member  of  a  meeting  as  well  as  of  the  Service 
Committee.  I  speak  as  a  concerned  Friend.  I 
have  to  admit  that  there  are  a  good  many  meet- 
ings where  one  is  conscious  that  if  he  sends  these 
people  they  would  go  away  sad  and  discouraged. 
I  am  not  saying  in  this  that  the  Service  Commit- 
tee's spiritual  life  is  superior  to  that  of  the  meet- 
ings. I  want  to  point  out  that  we  are  one  in  our 
spiritual  responsibility,  that  the  meetings  cannot 
effectively  project  their  spiritual  life  into  these 
public  undertakings  unless  these  undertakings  are 
worked  out  in  keeping  with  the  inner  spirit  of  our 
life  and  religion,  but  neither  can  these  projects  be 
successful  in  the  long  run  unless  the  life  of  the 
meetings  bears  the  same  testimony  to  the  same 
way  of  life  that  people  see  when  they  observe  a 
new  community  being  built  or  a  relief  undertak- 
ing carried  out.  More  than  once  have  members 
of  the  staff  been  asked  about  attending  meeting 
and  they  have  had  to  think  pretty  carefully  as  to 
whether  they  would  spoil  the  tender  growth  of  a 
budding  spiritual  life  by  the  recommendation  that 
they  gave. 

As  Members  of  the  Body  of  Christ 

In  these  efforts,  which  have  brought  us  perhaps 
too  much  publicity  and  prominence,  we  have  laid 
ourselves  open  to  a  challenge  which  we  had  not 
suspected.  Now  and  again  people  take  seriously 
the  claims  that  we  make  that  these  efforts  are  an 
attempt  to  put  our  pacifist  beliefs  to  work  in  the 
warp  and  woof  of  society.  One  can  hardly  im- 
agine a  society  more  eager  to  believe  that  our 
peace  testimony,  our  belief  in  the  divine  quality 
of  human  nature,  can  be  true.  They  want  it  to  be 
true,  and  they  want  us  to  be  able  to  prove  it  to  be 
true.  In  so  far  as  they  see  it  begin  to  work  in  the 
•economic  and  social  life  around  them,  they  sense 
the  need  for  the  spiritual  root  underneath. 

There  is  nothing  more  important  at  this  stage 
of  our  development  than  a  thoughtful,  prayerful 


and  persistent  deepening  of  the  quality  and  sig- 
nificance of  our  meetings  for  worship.  The  inter- 
dependence between  the  healthy  development  of 
a  meeting  and  an  adequate  public  service  reveals 
the  organic  nature  of  the  life  of  our  society.  We 
are  one  body  and  not  simply  an  assembly  of  sev- 
eral members.  We  bear  our  testimony  to  the 
power  and  significance  of  the  life  of  the  spirit  at 
home  and  abroad,  or  else  we  do  not  bear  it  at  all. 
Never  has  it  been  more  apparent  that  we  illus- 
trate what  Paul  meant  when  he  talked  about  the 
Body  of  Christ.  With  due  humility  we  may  in  the 
full  meaning  of  the  term  say  we  are  for  those 
among  whom  we  live  and  whom  we  seek  to  serve 
the  Body  of  Christ.  May  each  member  of  that 
Body  be  found  to  live  in  the  power  of  his  spirit! 


Mennonites  in  the  Present  War  Situation* 

BY  HENRY   A.   FAST 
Director,  Civilian  Public  Service,  Mennonite  Central  Committee 

Mennonites  from  earliest  Anabaptist  days  have 
been  opposed  to  participation  in  military  training 
and  war.  Their  attitude,  however,  was  not  mere- 
ly a  negative  one.  To  be  sure,  there  was  definite- 
ly a  negative  side  to  their  position.  Toward  the 
issue  of  participation  in  military  training  and  war 
they  had  but  one  answer,  a  firm,  steady,  Christian 
"No."  But  a  firm  "No"  is  often  the  most  convinc- 
ing proof  of  the  presence  of  a  great  compelling 
"Yes."    It  was  so  here. 

The  reason  they  renounced  war  as  sin  and  re- 
fused to  have  any  part  in  it  was  because  they  were 
certain  God  had  shown  men  a  better  way,  Je- 
sus' way  of  love  and  goodwill  and  self-giving, 
clearly  and  unmistakably  pictured  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  and  in  Jesus'  own  life  and  spirit. 
That  was  God's  answer  to  the  problem  of  human 
life  and  conflict.    There  was  none  other. 

To  this  way  they  were  wholeheartedly  and  un- 
waveringly committed.  They  must  walk  this  way 
in  time  of  peace  and  they  must  not  forsake  it  in 
time  of  crisis  or  war.  Finding  it  utterly  impos- 
sible to  reconcile  this  way  with  the  method  of 
violence  they  could  give  but  one  answer  to  the 
problem  of  war:  "No."  "God  help  me,  I  can  do 
no  other." 

Whether  this  way  of  love  was  "realistic"  in  the 
face  of  organized  evil,  injustice  and  violence  was 
not  their  chief  concern.  Ultimately  that  was  God's 
concern.  Jesus  had  banked  his  whole  life  on  the 
faith  that  God's  way  was  the  way  of  love.  The 
Mennonite  people  were  certain  that  ultimately 
the  way  of  love,  the  way  of  the  cross,  would  tri- 
umph over  hate  and  war.    And  it  did  not  worry 
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them  overly  much  that  they  belonged  to  a  small 
minority  group.  They  were  tremendously  con- 
cerned that,  whether  they  be  few  or  many,  they 
give  a  faithful  witness  to  the  will  and  way  of  Je- 
sus. 

They  carried  this  witness  of  their  faith  in  ves- 
sels of  human  weakness.  They  suffered  defeat 
and  failure  in  their  effort.  Nevertheless  out  of 
their  loyalty  to  this  way  of  Jesus  there  grew  up 
among  them  a  certain  distinctive  technique  of  liv- 
ing. Witness,  for  instance,  the  general  solidarity 
and  stability  of  the  average  Mennonite  communi- 
ty, the  co-operative  character  of  much  of  their 
community  life,  the  prevalence  of  various  types  of 
mutual  aid  societies,  the  provisions  for  the  future 
of  the  young  as  well  as  the  old,  their  settlement 
of  disputes  by  friendly  conference  and  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  litigation,  their  deep  concern 
for  the  wounds  struck  by  the  injustice  and  vio- 
lence of  man  and  their  readiness  to  help  heal  these 
wounds  of  body  and  soul.  And  withal  there  grew 
up  among  them  a  certain  simplicity  of  living,  a 
certain  nonconformity  to  majority  patterns,  and  a 
certain  unwillingness  to  have  the  encroaching 
waves  of  prevailing  secularism  engulf  them  and 
wash  pale  their  Christian  witness. 

Having  ordered  their  life  in  peacetime  on  the 
basis  of  the  faith  that  Jesus'  way  of  love  was  the 
only  answer  to  the  problem  of  human  life  and 
conflict  they  were  able  to  keep  their  balance  and 
bearing  when  the  crisis  of  war  was  upon  them. 
Just  because  human  injustice  and  hatred  and  vio- 
lence temporarily  were  running  amuck  was  no  ex- 
cuse for  forsaking  the  basic  assumptions  of  their 
faith.  That  was  the  time  when  this  faith  was 
needed  more  than  ever  in  order  to  recall  men  to 
the  One  who  alone  knew  the  way  out  of  this  wil- 
derness of  a  world. 

In  the  present  crisis  when  the  war  broke  out  in 
Europe,  first  in  Spain  and  then  all  over,  the  cry  of 
hunger  and  anguish  that  went  up  from  the  inno- 
cent victims  of  the  horrors  of  war  at  once  struck 
such  a  deep  responsive  chord  of  compassion  that 
they,  like  the  Quakers  and  the  Brethren,  their  kin- 
dred in  spirit,  were  among  the  very  first  to  min- 
ister to  the  need  in  Jesus'  name.  They  did  not  ask 
whether  this  child,  orphaned,  hungry,  and  in  rags, 
or  that  mother,  wandering,  weary,  and  homeless, 
belonged  to  this  side  or  that.  The  cry  of  human 
need,  no  matter  from  where,  was  enough  to  enlist 
the  ministry  of  Christian  concern. 

The  introduction  of  the  peacetime  conscription 
bill  disturbed  the  Mennonites  greatly  because  it 
would  make  the  war  method  a  fundamental  part 
of  our  national  life  and  policy.  Letters  from  ev- 
erywhere poured   into  Washington  voicing  their 


deep  concern.  Mennonite  leaders,  working  to- 
gether with  Quakers  and  Brethren  with  whom 
they  had  been  closely  associated  for  years  in  their 
common  position  toward  peace  and  war,  came  to 
the  nation's  capitol  to  counsel  with  men  in  Con- 
gress on  the  whole  problem.  And  when  the  bill 
was  finally  passed  it  embodied  in  large  part  the 
common  concern  of  these  groups  for  the  conscien- 
tious  objector   of  whatever  background. 

After  the  bill  that  was  so  deeply  at  variance 
with  their  Christian  position  had  become  the  law 
of  the  land,  they  accepted  it  as  such.  Sabotage 
has  never  been  the  policy  of  Mennonites.  They 
have  always  tried  to  go  with  the  government  as 
far  as  they  could  without  compromising  their 
Christian  conviction.  In  this  case  they  co-oper- 
ated with  Quakers  and  Brethren  in  their  common 
effort  to  try  to  help  the  government  work  out  a 
program  of  nonmilitary  civilian  service  which 
would  be  completely  acceptable  to  the  govern- 
ment as  actually  "work  of  national  importance" 
and  at  the  same  time  would  provide  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  adequate  expression  to  their  Chris- 
tian concern  for  the  welfare  of  their  country  in 
ways  they  could  wholeheartedly  approve.  ; 

In  that  great  task  of  providing  opportunity  for 
a  constructive,  socially  useful  service  to  their 
country  for  young  men  who  for  conscientious  rea- 
sons cannot  take  part  in  war  or  the  military  meth- 
od the  Mennonites,  in  closest  co-operation  with 
Quakers  and  Brethren  and  other  pacifist  groups, 
are  now  engaged.  And  they  are  deeply  concerned 
that  the  service  they  render  shall  be  a  genuine 

Purpose  of  the  Camps 

What  is  the  purpose  of  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  as  now  being  set  up  by  the  Friends, 
Mennonites  and  Brethren?  In  the  Jan.  16  issue  of 
the  American  Friend  Thomas  E.  Jones,  recently 
released  by  Fisk  University  for  leadership  in  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service  work,  is  quoted  as  giving  the 
following  as  to  purpose — 

1.  From  the  religious  standpoint — to  give  a 
clearer  understanding  and  a  deeper  experience  of 
the  spiritual  basis  of  the  C.  O.  position. 

2.  From  the  Christian  statesmanship  angle — to 
study  the  problem  of  the  kind  of  world  organiza- 
tion required  to  make  possible  a  world  of  justice 
and  peace. 

3.  Educationally — to  experiment  in  the  field  of 
adult  education  and  seek  to  help  campers  to  find 
their  proper  vocation  in  life. 

4.  From  the  physical  work  view — to  adapt  the 
work  program  of  the  camps  to  the  condition  and 
needs  of  the  sections  in  which  they  are  located. 
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-contribution  to  the  good  of  the  country,  shall  con- 
veys correctly  the  spirit  and  dynamic  of  then- 
Christian  faith,  and  shall  lead  to  a  larger  faith  in 
the  way  of  Jesus.  The  world  will  have  no  faith  in 
that  better  way  until  enough  Christians  believe  in 
it  sufficiently  to  give  a  complete  "No"  to  the  war 

method. 

■  ♦  ■ 

After  It  Was  Past 

BY  W.  O.  BECKNER 

A  great  lecturer  was  once  heard  to  say  that  he 
made  some  of  his  best  public  speeches  to  himself 
■after  he  had  taken  his  seat.  Many  others,  I  am 
sure,  have  had  the  same  kind  of  experiences. 
Looking  back  over  what  was  said  and  done  on  a 
given  occasion  gives  opportunity  for  the  machin- 
ery of  the  mind  to  keep  on  grinding  its  grist  in  a 
reflective  mood,  evaluating  and  passing  judgment 
on  what  was  said  and  done. 

There  is  a  desirable  phase  to  such  a  review,  and 
an  undesirable  side.  On  the  one  hand,  review  and 
reflection  open  the  way  to  further  refinement  of 
thought.  On  the  other  hand,  since  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  call  back  either  our  words  or  our  actions, 
what  has  been  said  or  done  has  to  be  dismissed 
to  a  large  extent  and  left  in  the  care  of  a  Higher 
Power  to  use  or  to  cure. 

The  fact  that  the  mind  insists  on  some  degree 
of  reflection,  however,  is  an  evidence  that  benefit 
has  been  derived  from  the  experience. 

We  of  the  United  States  observe  National  Edu- 
cation Week.  I  had  opportunity  to  make  four 
speeches  on  the  subject.  Two  of  them  were  made 
while  I  was  before  my  audience,  and  the  others 
were  private,  to  myself.  It  is  these  latter  that  I 
venture  to  put  on  paper  here. 

Public  education  in  America  has  for  its  under- 
lying premise  the  Christian  doctrine  that  the  in- 
dividual is  worth  something.  The  present  totali- 
tarian state  has  for  its  premise  the  doctrine  that 
the  individual  does  not  count,  that  the  state  is  ev- 
erything. Jesus  lived  in  a  world  much  the  same 
as  our  present-day  totalitarian  countries.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  the  old  Hebrew  prophets  and 
teachers  had  emphasized  such  matters  as  justice, 
which  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  recognition 
of  the  rights  of  individuals  as  such,  yet  there  had 
grown  up  among  the  Jews  of  Jesus'  time  the  idea 
that  laws  were  everything.  Jesus  crashed  through 
such  laws  as  their  Sabbath  observance  had  be- 
come to  get  at  the  individual  man  to  heal  his 
withered  hand.  Man  was  of  supreme  worth  in  his 
system  of  thought.  j 

Our  public  educational  system  in  America  rec- 


ognizes that  each  child  is  an  individual  of  worth, 
with  latent  powers  and  abilities  which  are  his  en- 
dowments for  his  individual  life.  Here  is  a  lad 
who  cuts  the  hairs  off  the  tail  of  his  mother's 
favorite  cat  with  which  to  make  brushes  for  his 
painting.  He  may  dislike  mathematics  or  any 
other  unit  of  our  prescribed  curricula,  but  he  has 
an  inner  urge  to  paint,  to  express  himself  in  lines 
and  curves.  Our  American  way  is  to  recognize 
that  inner  urge,  and  since  he  is  an  individual,  to 
seek  to  develop  and  refine  it.  Presto,  we  have  a 
great  artist,  able  to  interpret  and  express  the  in- 
most emotions  of  our  being. 

Or  here  is  another,  a  lass  who  is  touched  with 
the  hard  struggle  which  foreign  peoples  have  to 
make  on  coming  to  our  shores.  The  bite  which 
extortioners  so  savagely  take  into  their  conditions 
leave  her  in  pain.  An  inner  urge  awakens  within 
her,  that  she  is  going  to  do  something  about  it. 
She  will  not  wait  for  orders  from  the  government. 
She  gives  expression  to  her  feelings  among  her 
friends  and,  presto,  the  world  has  a  Jane  Addams. 

A  long  list  of  notable  men  and  women  of  our 
American  society  can  be  compiled,  not  one  of 
whom  could  have  ever  developed  in  a  totalitarian 
country—  in  a  country  where  the  government  de- 
cides whether  more  doctors  or  more  nurses  or 
more  painters  or  any  more  of  anything  else  are 
wanted.  Our  American  education  is  set  to  find 
and  stimulate  into  active  expression  every  pos- 
sible latent  talent  in  every  individual,  in  faith  be- 
lieving that  our  society  will  be  enriched  by  the 
contribution  which  each  several  individual  will  be 
able  to  make. 

Where,  for  example,  would  Abe  Lincoln  ever 
have  gotten  in  a  country  which  did  not  recognize 
the  worth  of  an  individual?  It  may  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  doctrine  which  Jesus  preached  was  so 
objectionable  to  the  powers  where  he  lived  that 
his  life  was  snuffed  out  to  close  his  mouth.  He 
taught  that  each  individual  is  a  child  of  the  Di- 
vine Father  and  has  before  him  a  great  and  won- 
derful destiny — that  of  growing  into  a  personality 
like  unto  his  Divine  Parent. 

We  in  America  are  hearing  a  great  deal  about 
national  defense.  We  must  not  overlook  the  sim- 
ple fact  that  the  heart  of  our  national  part  is  the 
recognition  of  the  value  of  the  individual  and  that 
it  is  in  our  great  public  school  system  that  that 
conviction  finds  its  most  national  expression. 

The  public  school,  education  for  everyone,  is  a 
distinctly  American  institution.  Our  public  school 
system  rests  at  the  very  heart  of  our  American 
way. 

Elgin,  III. 
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If  I  Were  a  Rural  Minister 

BY    CHARLES    JOSIAH    GALPIN 

Second  Half 
Building  a  Rural  Civilization 
If  I  were  a  rural  minister,  I  would  try  to  gear 
all  my  efforts  in  with  the  great  general  aim  of  the 
leaders  of  rural  America  to  build  a  worthy  rural 
civilization.  My  own  aim  would  be  a  parish  and  a 
church  of  distinction  that  would  in  no  sense  be 
out  of  place  in  the  coming  civilization  of  rural 
America.  On  the  rich  heritage  left  by  our  Ameri- 
can pioneers,  I  too  would  try  to  do  my  part  to  raise 
up  a  group  of  rural  church  men  and  women  and 
children  that  would  carry  the  banner  of  Christ 
worthily. 

The  Historic  Land  Problem 

A  central  feature  in  a  great  rural  civilization  is 
the  agricultural  land  problem.  From  the  moment 
that  Christian  missionaries  set  foot  on  British  soil 
and  began  to  win  from  heathendom  the  rude  tribes 
of  the  Irish  Celts,  the  Angles,  the  Saxons,  the 
Picts,  the  Irish  and  English  churches  have  had  a 
land-workers  problem,  an  agricultural  problem 
along  with  the  national  problem  of  Christianity. 
Both  Ireland  and  England  today,  as  all  down  the 
centuries,  are  confronted  and  struggling  with  the 
moral  and  religious  aspects  of  this  same  age-old 
problem. 

In  ultimate  terms,  land  is  the  source  of  life,  and 
the  struggles  over  land  are  the  primary  struggles 
for  life  itself.  The  world  starves  when  land  is 
idle  or  struck  with  blight.  Hunger  changes  men 
into  beasts.  Potential  hunger  is  a  hidden  threat 
facing  both  church  and  state.  Helots,  serfs,  slaves 
all  grew  out  of  the  land  problem.  Peonage  is  a 
land  problem.  The  refining,  healing  powers  of 
the  church  have  during  the  centuries  done  much 
for  the  landed  and  the  landless  land  workers. 
Now  it  is  our  turn.  To  us  here  and  now  in  Ameri- 
ca is  committed  the  problem  of  men,  women  and 
children  who  deal  with  the  land  and  its  plant  and 
animal  life  in  our  stead,  and  of  bringing  to  them 
the  benefits  of  clergy  and  religion. 

Ancient  Discriminations  Against  Both  Farm  and  Village 
If  I  were  a  rural  minister,  I  would  study  the 
rural  population  with  an  eye  to  discover  the  dis- 
criminations against  farmer  and  villager — dis- 
criminations inherent  in  rural  life  itself — that  I 
might  plead  with  my  parishioners  to  absorb  those 
disfavors  with  fortitude;  or  discriminations  that 
are  unethical  and  preventable  that  I  might  do  my 
part  toward  removing  them. 

I  would,  for  example,  close  in  on  the  baffling 
difference  between  the  farmer's  hard-earned  dol- 


lar and  the  city  man's  dollar  in  respect  to  their 
exchange  for  the  goods  of  life.  I  would  try  to- 
understand  why  the  farmer's  dollar  is  weak,, 
when  it  comes  to  an  exchange  for  facilities  for 
education,  health,  recreation,  facilities  for  religion, 
while  the  city  man's  dollar  is  far  stronger  when 
he  wishes  to  exchange  it  for  these  same  facilities. 
In  this  difference  I  sense  a  moral  issue,  on  which, 
as  an  ambassador  of  justice  as  well  as  of  mercy,  I 
would  as  a  minister  of  Christ  be  entitled  to  a 
word  in  the  court  of  public  opinion. 

Stigmas  on  Rural  People 

Rural  people  suffer  and  have  long  suffered  cer- 
tain stigmas — farming,  the  stigma  of  the  soil  and 
dirt;  the  village,  the  stigma  of  littleness,  the  slur 
of  being  a  "hick  town."  These  stigmas  have 
branded  the  rural  children  with  disgrace  until  an 
almost  irremovable  psychology  of  inferiority  has 
become  the  possession  of  rural  people.  This  again 
is  an  ethical  and  even  religious  issue.  It  would  be 
my  aim  as  a  minister  to  replace  this  mark  of 
shame  with  a  high  sense  of  worth,  importance,  and 
honor — both  in  rural  people  themselves  and  in  the 
mind  of  the  nation.  I  would  dwell  upon  the  glories 
of  the  life-giving  products  of  the  soil,  upon  the 
beauty  the  farmer  creates  by  his  toil;  I  would  hold 
aloft  his  importance  to  the  nation's  life,  not  only 
in  feeding  and  clothing  the  nation,  but  also  in 
sending  into  the  stream  of  humanity  the  rural 
youth  which  provides  the  only  recruits  to  our 
cities.  I  would  be  persuaded  that  this  constant 
treatment  in  my  parish  of  rural  people  as  great 
and  honorable  factors  in  national  life  lay  at  the 
very  center  of  my  gospel. 

Rural  Discontent 
Discontent  is  certain  to  crop  up  in  rural  life. 
The  very  presence  of  religion  among  men  is  an 
evidence  that  life  is  defective  wherever  lived, 
whatever  the  accomplishments,  accumulations, 
property,  friendships,  pedigree.  Like  a  flaw  in  the 
steel,  defects  reveal  themselves  everywhere  in 
life.  As  a  rural  minister,  I  should  attempt  to  dif- 
ferentiate the  inherent  flaws  in  life  itself  from  the 
flaws  in  mere  occupation  and  residence.  My  aim 
would  be  to  interpret  a  defective  life  in  itself  as 
something  that  religion  alone  heals.  Whatever 
the  discontent  might  be  growing  out  of  hopes 
blasted,  expectations  deferred,  wishes  without  in- 
fluence on  events,  circumstances  running  counter 
to  plans  and  ideals,  I  would  hold  up  religion,  the 
church,  worship,  prayer.  At  the  same  time,  I 
would  vigorously  protest  against  the  gloom  and 
pessimism  growing  out  of  the  belief  that  happi- 
ness and  contentment  will  come  in  mere  change  of 
occupation  and  residence.  If  evils  persist  in  bare 
occupation  and  residence,  these  may  be  improved. 
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To  the  improvement  of  such  conditions  I  will  give 
my  best  efforts. 

As  a  minister  of  Christ,  I  would  penetrate  the 
husk  of  rural  occupation,  and  bring  the  gospel  of 
Christ  to  the  inner  man,  where  all  men  are  alike. 
It  is  important  to  know  the  skin-deep  mental  and 
physical  characteristics  of  rural  people,  but  it  is 
still  more  important  to  know  the  universal  hu- 
manity lying  deep  in  the  soul  of  the  rural  family. 

The  Rural  Family 

One  thing  I  would  never  forget  as  a  rural  min- 
ister; namely,  the  American  rural  family  is  the 
biological  mainstay  of  the  American  family,  and 
American  society.  It  holds,  therefore,  a  central 
place  in  the  social  system  of  America  and  of  the 
American  church  in  particular.  Family  is  the 
tender,  delicate,  sacred  organism  of  race.  When 
the  family  breaks  down,  no  substitute  known  to 
man  can  mend  the  break,  and  family  life  is  the 
first  to  crumble  when  deterioration  sets  in  for  race 
or  nation. 

Such  is  the  place  of  honor  of  the  rural  family, 
the  rural  community,  and  the  rural  church  in 
American  life.  I  would  ever  bear  in  mind  in  my 
pastoral  work  that  religion  must  make  over  the 
rural  family,  through  the  rural  church,  in  order 
that  the  very  symbols  by  which  we  know  God — 
love,  fatherhood,  forgiveness — should  be  preserved 
in  their  purity  in  family  relationships. 

If  I  wished  to  influence  the  life  of  the  nation 
most  vitally  through  religious  ministry,  I  am  sure 
I  could  not  select  a  more  far-reaching  task  than 
ministry  to  the  rural  community  and  the  rural 
church. 

The  Rural  Child 

I  must  not  as  a  minister  wait  for  the  rural  child 
to  grow  up  before  I  take  him  into  serious  account 
in  my  ministry;  for  the  saying  that  "the  child  is 
father  of  the  man"  is  a  significant  truth  in  the 
moral  and  religious  struggles  of  man,  as  well  as  in 
the  educational.  Friendship,  sympathy,  and  un- 
derstanding with  my  parish  children  will  never 
be  wanting.  I  must  never  slight  or  offend  one  of 
these  little  ones.  Why?  Because  no  soil  is  so 
fertile  for  good  as  the  soul  of  the  child;  and  the 
child  has  capacity  for  resolve  and  endeavor  which 
may  reach  a  point  of  fortitude  in  the  moral  scale,' 
which  he  may  never  reach  again  as  an  adult,  but 
which  will  set  a  pace  for  the  man  that  he  becomes 
all  his  life.  I,  myself,  have  never  surpassed  the 
filial  piety  which  when  I  was  ten  years  old  rose 
strong  in  my  heart  one  summer  day,  in  my  father's 
country  parish,  when  my  father  discovered  that 
mother,  setting  out  with  the  family  horse  and 
buggy  and  two  small  children  for  a  vacation  to 
her  father's  farm  eighteen  miles  away,  had  left 


behind  her  ten-pound  satchel  containing  among 
other  things  her  best  dress.  My  father  said, 
"Charles,  can  you  hurry  after  Mother  and  take 
this  satchel?  It  contains  her  best  dress.  You 
might  get  a  ride,  and  overtake  her."  I  replied, 
"I'll  do  my  best."  So  I  carried  Mother's  best  dress, 
eighteen  miles  to  my  grandfather's  door,  without 
a  ride,  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the 
afternoon,  faintly  murmuring  at  the  open  door, 
"Mother,  here  is  your  dress."  How  many  times  in 
my  adult  life  I  have  said  to  myself  when  under 
cracking  strain,  "I  carried  the  dress  to  mother,  I 
will  try  to  go  through  this  thing  now." 

Conclusion 

In  conclusion,  a  word  about  words  and  deeds. 
So  much  of  a  preacher's  task  is  a  matter  of  his 
words  (more  symbols  of  something,  you  know) 
about  the  deeds  of  others,  that  if  I  were  a  rural 
minister,  I  would  seek  and  embrace  opportunities 
to  do  deeds  that  would  exemplify  my  words.  I 
would  never  hold  myself  above  my  fellows,  either 
as  being  too  clean  to  work  with  my  hands,  too 
poor  to  give  of  my  little,  too  weary  to  go  where 
need  is;  my  ministry  should  not  be  in  words  only, 
but  in  deeds  also. 


The  Singing  Voice  of  Jesus 

BY  FLORENCE  C.  HEBEL 

Someone  complained  that  we  do  not  pray  enough. 
"Too  many  meetings  are  opened  without  praying  God's 
blessing  upon  them." 

I  thought  of  our  church  business  meeting  about  to  be 
held,  and  wondered  whether  they  said  a  prayer  about 
that. 

Then,  why  I  do  not  know,  but  into  my  mind  came  the 
ending  of  a  meeting.  "And  when  they  had  sung  an 
hymn,  they  went  out  into  the  Mount  of  Olives." 

For  the  first  time  it  struck  me  that  Jesus  sang.  Jesus 
sang!  I  had  thought  of  his  talking  in  conversation;  of 
his  preaching;  of  his  praying;  of  his  weeping.  Because 
he  visited  in  the  homes  and  because  he  attended  wed- 
dings, I  even  thought  of  his  laughing,  kindly,  gentle 
laughter — never  boisterous  laughter  and  never,  never 
mocking  or  scornful. 

But  in  all  my  years  of  thinking  of  him,  that  was  the 
first  time  I  thought  of  his  singing.  Because  he  was  the 
leader  of  that  group,  I  suppose  he  led  the  song.  It  was 
his  selection.  I  wonder  what  he  sang.  Some  psalm, 
perhaps,  because  he  was  in  trouble  and  homesick  for 
his  Father.  It  was  probably  something  about  God  and 
his  love. 

I  love  music  and  a  beautiful  voice  thrills  me.  I  am 
sure  his  voice  was  clear  and  sweet.  I  once  heard  the 
expression,  "He  sang  like  an  angel,  and  he  looked  like 
an  angel  while  he  was  singing."  All  the  sweetest  voices 
remind  me  of  that.  But  he  is  above  the  angels.  He 
spake  as  never  man  spoke.  Think  how  his  dear,  won- 
derful voice  must  sound!  What  will  it  be  to  hear  the 
singing  of  Jesus?    Make  us  worthy  of  this  glory,  O  God! 

Liverpool,  Pa. 
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Dedication  of  Babies 

BY    MODENA    MINNICH    STUDEBAKER 

The  Sunday  of  Oct.  27  was  chosen  as  the  day  for  the 
dedication  of  babies  at  the  Garkida  church.  We  had 
just  passed  through  quite  a  severe  siege  of  measles  and 
dysentery  which  had  claimed  the  lives  of  some  of  the 
babies  and  children  of  the  community  despite  all  that 
could  be  done  for  them.  So  this  Sunday  was  the  first 
Sunday  for  the  reassembling  of  some  of  the  mothers 
and  babies.  In  that  sense  it  seemed  like  springtime 
after  a  troubled  winter  had  passed.  A  large  congrega- 
tion gathered  into  the  church  to  enjoy  the  service,  the 
largest  since  the  dedication  of  the  church  building. 

Of  course  in  America  the  fond  mothers  and  fathers 
would  have  sat  together,  taking  turns  holding  baby 
during  the  service.  But  this  is  Africa,  so  all  of  the 
mothers  with  their  babies  to  be  dedicated  sat  on  one 
side  of  the  center  aisle  while  the  respective  fathers  sat 
decorously  opposite  them  across  the  aisle.  The  three 
missionary  couples  with  babies  were  the  exception 
which  proved  the  rule. 

Each  father  was  given  a  copy  of  the  dedicatory  serv- 
ice which  had  been  translated  into  Bura  from  Edward 
K.  Ziegler's  service.  A  winsome  picture  of  a  black 
baby's  head  had  been  made  upon  each  copy,  and  the 
parents'  and  child's  name  had  been  written  in  care- 
fully. 

The  minister,  Bro.  Heckman,  and  his  wife  conducted 
the  service  and  a  short  sermon  was  preached.  As 
part  of  the  service,  a  quartet  of  missionaries  sang  an 
appropriate  hymn  softly.  A  group  of  Bura  children 
came  marching  down  the  center  aisle  from  the  rear  of 
the  church  singing  Yes,  Jesus  Loves  Me,  and  took  their 
places  beside  the  platform.  Two  of  our  dear  little 
Bura  girls  who  are  sisters,  Mary  and  Martha,  sang. 

Pathos  and  humor  mingled  at  the  dedication.  We 
could  not  help  but  remember  that  one  of  our  most 
faithful  Christian  couples  must  be  silently  grieving  dur- 
ing the  giving  of  the  little  ones  to  God.  It  had  been 
only  a  few  weeks  before  that  they  had  lost  a  beautiful 
baby  girl,  little  Lydia.  The  humor  arose  from  the  fact 
that  the  thirty  black  babies  were  ever  so  much  better 
behaved  than  the  three  white  babies.  None  of  us 
could  refrain  from  smiling  over  the  situation,  though 
of  course  we  realized  that  the  black  babies  did  have 
the  edge  over  the  white  babies  because  they  could  eat 
any  time  they  whimpered  and  they  are  used  to  sleeping 
on  mother's  back  while  that  can  scarcely  be  said  of 
any  white  baby. 

The  mothers  and  fathers  stood  during  the  reading  of 
the  dedication,  holding  the  babies.  The  name  of  each 
parent  and  child  was  called  off.  When  the  names  of 
the  white  babies  were  given,  Rebecca  Elizabeth  Petre, 
William  Robert  Faw  and  Elizabeth  Joan  Studebaker, 
a  murmur  of  surprise  was  heard.  Our  Bura  people  do 
not  give  double  names  in  this  manner,  and  it  sounds 
very  strange  to  them.  They  may  have  a  couple  of 
names  in  adult  life,  but  certainly  never  as  a  mere 
baby! 

After  the  dedication  was  over,  all  of  the  women  and 
their  babies  gathered  under  a  large  tree  beside  the 
church  to  have  their  pictures  taken.     Since  the  Buras 


A  Little  Child 

BY  MODENA  MINNICH  STUDEBAKER 

Father  God — no  children  in  heaven? 

Ah,  then  my  mother's  heart  doth  cry 

"I  cannot  long  to  go  there." 

What  glory  would  there  be  in  golden  streets 

If  no  happy  bare  feet  came  running  by? 

How  cold  and  chilling  mansions  would  be 

If  no  children's  laughter  sounded,  gleeful,  high. 

Harps?     And  no  weary  little  heads 

To  snuggle  down  to  a  lullaby? 

But  no.     I  shall  not  believe  such  tales. 

Though  I  cannot  know  the  how  or  why, 

My  Father,  thou  who  art  a  connoisseur 

Of  courageous  souls,  of  night's  velvet  skies, 

Of    homely    workday    hands,    of    the    rose-washed 

dawn — 
Thou  could'st  not  leave  from  thy  home  on  high 
That  which  gives  life  its  savor  and  song, 
A  little  child  ...  a  little  child. 

Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 

carry  their  babies  on  their  backs,  some  snaps  were 
taken  from  the  rear,  and  some  from  the  side,  to  show 
the  happy  "pick-a-back"  babies.  May  the  true  signi- 
ficance of  this  service  sink  into  the  consciousness  of  our 
people. 

Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


Witnessing  in  a  Hospital 

BY  DR.  PETER  PAUL* 

We  know  that  when  Jesus  was  on  earth  he  was  con- 
cerned not  only  for  the  worldly  needs  of  the  people, 
but  he  supplied  their  spiritual  needs  also.  In  the  Gos- 
pels we  read  very  often  that  many  sick  persons  used 
to  come  and  follow  Jesus  to  be  healed  of  their  sick- 
nesses. 

In  my  few  years  of  medical  service,  I  have  learned 
that  while  giving  physical  treatment  to  a  sick  person 
it  is  also  one's  duty  to  acquaint  him  with  the  benefits 
of  our  Lord,  and  to  make  him  realize  that  Jesus  is  the 
greatest  physician.  He  heals  the  spiritual  as  well  as 
the  physical  sickness.  When  a  person  experiences  both 
kinds  of  healing  he  has  a  better  realization  of  God. 

Sometimes  when  a  patient  is  at  the  point  of  death, 
and  there  is  no  hope  of  saving  him,  the  doctor  and 
nurses  speak  to  him  words  of  consolation  and  comfort 
and  give  him  God's  Word.  Even  at  such  a  difficult  time 
we  do  not  fail  to  fulfill  our  duty. 

When  outpatients  come  to  the  dispensary  for  treat- 
ment and  medicine  the  gospel  is  preached  to  them;  and 
if  there  is  some  spare  time  before  they  receive  their 
medicines  from  the  compounder,  they  use  this  time  in 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  tracts.  Some  of  them  pur- 
chase these  books  to  read  at  home. 


*  Note:  Dr.  Peter  Paul  is  a  graduate  of  the  Miraj  Medical 
School,  one  of  our  leading  Christian  hospitals  in  India.  He  is 
Dr.  Nickey's  assistant  in  the  Dahanu  hospital.  During  Dr. 
Nickey's  furlough  several  years  ago,  he  and  Miss  Messer,  the 
nurse,  carried  on  alone. — A.  F.  B. 
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In  the  hospital  wards  the  nurses  conduct  prayers  ev- 
ery morning.  In  these  meetings  they  pray  especially  for 
the  patients  in  the  ward,  and  read  and  explain  the  Bible 
passages.  The  patients  hear  all  this  from  their  beds. 
Every  day  they  listen  with  joy  and  interest. 

When  an  operation  is  to  take  place  the  whole  staff 
prays  for  the  patient  beforehand.  It  makes  a  good  im- 
pression on  both  the  patient  and  his  relatives.  Some- 
times they  also  fold  their  hands  and  join  in  the  prayer. 

To  express  our  love  to  others,  Jesus  has  taught  us  to 
wash  one  another's  feet.  Here  in  our  hospital  many 
times  the  nurses  wash  the  feet  of  the  patient  before  he 
enters  the  ward.  Sometimes  the  patient's  feet  are  so 
dirty  that  they  must  be  washed  with  soap,  but  the 
nurses  do  it  willingly.  Sometimes  a  patient  in  an  un- 
conscious condition  spits  in  the  face  of  the  worker  or 
uses  bad  language.     We  bear  this  patiently. 

Sometimes  the  sickness  is  so  serious  that  we  have  no 
hope  for  the  patient,  yet  we  continue  the  treatment  with 
constant  prayer;  as  a  result  we  have  seen  many  hope- 
less patients  recover  and  return  joyfully  to  their  homes. 
Through  such  experiences  we  as  well  as  the  patients 
have  come  to  believe  that  the  hand  of  God  is  working 
among  us. 

In  India  we  have  a  saying,  "Service  to  mankind  is 
service  to  the  Lord."  This  is  true.  To  serve  the  people 
is  one  of  the  many  ways  of  preaching  the  gospel.  As 
faith  and  action  are  complementary,  so  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  and  service  to  mankind  also  go  together. 

Dahanu,  India. 


release  from  disease,  ignorance,  superstition,  save  in  the 
coming  of  Christianity  amongst  them.  .  .  .  The  Chris- 
tian movement  is  the  only  world-wide  agency  for  the 
amelioration  of  basic  human  need  and  the  furnishing  of 
the  essentials  for  true  living  to  all  mankind."  Let  us 
join  our  own  testimony  with  Dr.  Van  Dusen's  and  pray 
earnestly  that  our  medical  missions  shall  help  to  bring 
healing  to  the  nations  of  the  world. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  March  1-8 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

The  Prayer  Calendar  invites  us  to  pray  for  Dr.  Bar- 
bara M.  Nickey  and  Nurse  Hazel  Messer  of  Dahanu,  In- 
dia. Both  of  them  are  working  in  the  Dahanu  hospital 
and  dispensary. 

Around  the  middle  of  last  October,  a  very  severe 
storm  swept  over  the  southern  section  of  our  mission 
territory,  and  Dahanu  was  hit  very  hard.  The  trees  sur- 
rounding the  hospital  were  blown  down.  The  roof  of 
the  hospital  was  destroyed;  the  windmill  was  razed  to 
the  ground  and  the  home  of  the  missionaries  was  dam- 
aged in  many  places.  At  the  time  the  people  on  the 
compound  and  in  the  near-by  town  were  thankful  that 
no  one  had  been  killed.  But  the  aftermath  of  such  a 
destruction  of  property  brings  many  problems  and  caus- 
es no  little  expense.  Without  doubt  our  missionaries 
have  continued  to  discover  many  losses  and  additional 
expenses.  They  will  appreciate  our  prayers  and  our 
sacrificial  giving  in  behalf  of  their  work. 

At  a  station  like  Dahanu  with  its  hospital  and  dis- 
pensary, doctors  and  nurses,  the  continual  round  of 
daily  work  goes  on.  There  are  few  professions  which 
are  more  demanding.  The  doctor  and  nurse  are  dedi- 
cated to  a  life  on  call;  their  hours  are  never  their  own. 
The  service  which  they  render  cannot  be  fully  meas- 
ured. 

We  quote  a  paragraph  from  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen's 
For  the  Healing  of  the  Nations  as  he  pays  a  lasting  trib- 
ute to  medical  missions.  He  says,  "For  unnumbered 
millions  of  our  humanity,  there  is  no  slightest  hope  of 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  January  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totaled  $30,975.50.  The  total  received  for 
the  year  beginning  March  1,  1940,  was  $176,897.42,  detail 

as    follows:  Receipts  for      Total  receipts 

January  since  3-1-40 

World-wide     Missions      $10,377.68  $  33,299.76 

Vv omen  s     Worit     Jr-roject     1,033.74  8,ut>a.«9 

iionie    Missions    664.96  6,760.52 

JB'ui'eign     iviiasions      Vod.urf  3,aol.92 

j  unior    league     Project     845.48  2,034.51 

mieimeuiau:    .froject     31.69  9o.63 

inuia     Mission      336.21  2,040.27 

inuia    iNative    WorKer    6.00  43.00 

inuia  isoaruing   bcnool    106.11  34o.37 

inuia    snare    i^ian    427.10  1,988.71 

Inuia  Missionary   Supports    2,176.56  16,496.71 

Knoues  Memorial  (AnKiesvar  Training 

acnooij     2,000.00 

Inuia  Special  Project  Fund    405.50 

Ciana    Mission     277.17  2,450.40 

Cmna    Isiative    Worker    5.48  43.14 

Cmna    Snare    Plan 91.25  494.33 

Cnina    Missionary    Supports    3,189.86  14,066.42 

Soutn   China  Mission    28.45  178.45 

faweaen    Mission     99.42 

Sweden   Missionary   Supports    445.51 

Africa    Missionary    Supports     2,664.02  11,022.17 

Africa    Mission    227.46  3,601.84 

Africa    Share   Plan    115.82  605.81 

Africa     Leper     55.95  289.66 

Conference    Budget    Undesignated     ...  3,493.17  46,561.64 
Conference  Budget  Designated  for: 

Board   of   Christian   Education    81.92  2.455.27 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)  109.04  2,520.18 

Bethany   Biblical   Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     94.29  990.40 

General  Education   Board    5.69  72.58 

General    Ministerial    Board    69.99  84.06 

Ministerial  and   Missionary   Service 

Fund      22.84 

Conference    Budget    Share    Plan    12.50  93.33 

Youth     Serves      3,076.16  7,300.81 

Christian   Faith    Offering    102.67  5,989.37 

30,975.50  176,897.42 
Non-Budget    items — 

American  Red   Cross    63.70 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    233.47                        443.47 

Brethren   Service   Fund    820.49                        820.49 

China   War   Relief    1,502.29                     9,933.48 

Civilian   Public   Service    1,910.84                     1,910.84 

European    Relief     123.18                          983.59 

European    Wheat    Fund    1,545.16 

Finnish    Relief     14.20 

Flood   Relief    73.86 

General    Relief    365.11                        365.11 

Jewish    Relief    1.12 

Michigan    Work    Camp    48.00                          94.00 

Peace    and    Relief    4,303.35                   30,694.91 

Polish     Relief     5. 00 

Refugee     Fund     152.56                       1,084.27 

Stranded    Missionaries     1,111.50 

$40,434.79  $226,042.12 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  January  31, 
1941. 

Income  since  March  1,   1940    $155,318.74 

Income  same  period  last  year    139,137.61 

Expense  since  March  1.   1940    163,611.59 

Expense   same  period   last  year    171,940.36 

Mission   surolus   January   31,    1941    5.514.37 

Mission   deficit  December  31,   1940    7,393.33 

Increase    in   receipts,    eliminating   deficit   December    31, 

1940 12,907.70 
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Genesis  8:22 

BY  FREDERICK  D.  ANTHONY 

"While  the  earth  remaineth,  seedtime  and  harvest,  and  cold 
and  heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night  shall  not 
cease." 

The  winter  season  lingers  here 
With  coldest  days  from  year  to  year; 
But  spring  will  soon  appear  in  sight 
With  warmer  days  we'll  all  invite. 

But  not  alone  will  this  be  true, 
For  pretty  birds  will  come  to  view; 
And  they  shall  flit  from  tree  to  tree, 
With  warbling  songs  for  you  and  me. 

Then  as  we  gladly  hear  them  sing, 
And  welcome  the  return  of  spring, 
All  vegetation  shall  revive, 
For  food  we  need  to  keep  alive. 

And  so  we  see  that  God  is  good — 

Not  only  in  our  daily  food, 

But  if  his  Word  we  do  obey, 

Each  one  shall  see  him,  "some  sweet  day." 

Baltimore,  Md. 


Work  Camps  and  Integrated  Living 

BY  MILDRED  JENSEN  LOOMIS 

Four  summers  ago  I  was  a  member  for  eight  weeks 
of  an  American  Friends  Service  Committee  work  camp 
in  the  TVA  area.  This  past  summer,  in  a  three-day  par- 
ticipation as  a  discussion  leader  in  a  Brethren  work 
camp,  I  sensed  again  the  long  distance  the  work  camp 
has  progressed  toward  integrated  living,  as  contrasted 
with  ordinary  living  or  with  the  experience  ordinarily 
available  to  a  college  student  in  the  summer.  If  he  were 
not  at  a  work  camp  such  a  student  might  be  selling 
brushes  or  soliciting  magazine  subscriptions,  vacation- 
ing at  a  beach  or  camp  resort,  traveling  or  attending 
summer  school. 

How,  specifically,  is  the  work  camp  of  a  higher  quali- 
ty than  any  of  these?  It  is  superior,  it  seems  to  me, 
largely  in  the  degree  that  it  is  more  integrated — util- 
izes more  of  the  personality  in  a  unit  of  experience  than 
any  other  summer  activity.  Most  ordinary  activities 
tend  toward  specialization — the  use  of  one  or  two  ca- 
pacities of  an  individual  with  many  of  his  functions 
lying  dormant  and  unchallenged.  The  work  camp,  how- 
ever, calls  forth  and  develops  not  one  or  two  qualities, 
but  many — physical,  social,  emotional,  recreational,  in- 
tellectual, and  spiritual. 

Basic  to  every  work  camp  is  the  actual  manual  work 
which  it  carries  on  in  performing  some  physical  trans- 
formation in  the  environment  into  which  it  has  gone: 
some  needed  swimming  pool  in  a  mining  town;  the 
building  of  a  store  for  a  community;  laying  out  a  recre- 
ational ground;  clinic  building  for  a  sharecropper  fam- 
ily; razing  a  slum  dwelling,  and  the  like.  Digging, 
climbing,  loading,  lifting,  or  quarrying  for  an  eight-hour 
day  of  straight  physical  labor,  is  a  new  experience  for 
many.  There  are  sore  muscles  at  first,  with  some  lag- 
ging;  but  mostly  there  is  a  vigorous  attack  on  dirt, 


stone,  lumber  and  cement,  and  a  willing  acceptance  of 
the  discipline  involved.  Bodies  drip  with  perspiration; 
skins  brown  in  the  hot  sun;  muscles  begin  to  stand  out 
in  knots.  But  to  everyone  who  perseveres  there  come 
distinct  pleasures,  such  as  the  welcome  cooling  of  the 
body  in  the  breeze,  the  goodness  of  long  draughts  of 
clear  water,  the  tang  in  the  muscles — a  natural  "lift" 
from  the  steady  use  of  the  body.  (Leave  Camels  and 
Coco  Cola  for  that  unfortunate  group  who  know  not 
the  invigoration  of  physical  work.) 

What  a  topsy-turvy  world  we  have  made  that  such 
elemental  well-being  should  be  denied  twenty-year-old 
boys!  How  near  to  sacrilege  that  strong  bodies  should 
come  to  manhood  without  a  taste  of  useful  manual  la- 
bor. In  New  York  the  state  has  established  a  Work 
Experience  School  where  young  men  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-five  years  of  age  can  get  their  first  contact  with 
real  work!  Yet  most  of  us  accept  without  serious 
question  the  machine  age  which  creates  this  condition, 
allowing  our  bodies  to  grow  soft,  dyspeptic,  and  badly 
postured.  Some  of  us  even  look  with  hope  toward  the 
day  when  no  one  will  need  to  work  more  than  three 
or  four  hours  a  day — as  if  work  were  an  evil  in  itself! 
But  it  is  evil  only  when  it  is  monotonous,  repetitive  and 
denying  of  the  full  personality.  Work  campers  are 
learning  that  manual  work  can  be  satisfying,  that  mus- 
cles were  meant  to  be  used  in  fruitful  fashion,  and  that 
the  deep  bodily  fatigue  which  makes  one  drop  into  bed 
and  instant  sleep  is  on  the  credit  instead  of  the  debit 
side  of  experience. 

But  boys  and  girls  (and  workers  everywhere)  are 
not  only  bodies.  They  are  minds  and  spirits  too.  It  is 
the  utilization  of  these  capacities,  along  with  manual 
work,  that  brings  to  the  campers'  summer  its  quality  of 
integration  to  distinguish  it  from  other  experiences. 

Campers  discover  that  physical  work  has  its  accom- 
paniment of  intellectual  content.  Geology  and  me- 
chanics are  vital  to  quarrying,  physics  and  mathematics 
.in  construction,  artistry  and  engineering  in  remodeling 
a  building,  chemistry  in  cooking,  physiology  and  men- 
tal hygiene  in  a  hundred  daily  experiences.  All  make 
intellectual  demands  on  wide-awake  campers,  as  do 
also  the  evening  discussions  of  social  and  economic 
problems  at  issue  in  the  community  where  they  are 
working.  The  searching  which  thoughtful  and  conse- 
crated leaders  help  the  work  campers  do  is  a  splendid 
part  of  their  program,  challenging  mental  growth. 

Other  intangibles  contribute  to  the  satisfying  nature 
of  a  camper's  work.  It  is  voluntary,  self-chosen.  In  a 
group  the  campers  determine  their  own  starting  and 
closing  time,  and  often  apportion  the  tasks  among  them- 
selves. (Independence  and  freedom  are  requisite  if 
work  is  to  be  dignified.)  The  work  is  social.  A  con- 
genial, interesting  group  is  working  together.  Good 
natured  raillery  develops  and  the  frequency  with  which 
laughter  and  singing  break  out  is  proof  that  satisfying 
work  is  not  far  from  the  play  spirit.  If  the  boys  ride 
back  to  camp,  more  often  than  not,  they  arrive  on  a 
burst  of  song  or  a  cheer.  They  feel  good — as  all  men 
should  when  work  is  free  and  honest.  But  where  in 
our  modern  industrialized  system  does  work  spill  over 
into  play  as  in  a  work  camp? 

Because  the  work  is  so  social  and  so  satisfying  phys- 
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ically  and  mentally,  less  "recreation"  of  a  specialized 
type  is  needed.  There  is  no  need  in  a  work  camp  to  go 
off  singly  or  in  pairs  to  the  movies.  Work  and  play  are 
integrated.  (The  more  disintegrated  a  life  the  more 
diversion  it  needs.  What  an  indictment  of  our  culture 
that  recreation  has  become  one  of  our  biggest  "indus- 
tries"!) Work  camp  recreation  is  not  an  escape  from 
boredom,  but  the  natural  expression  of  exuberance. 
Games  of  skill  develop  naturally.  The  fun  of  living 
comes  out  in  such  activities  and  in  folk  games. 

Emotional  and  social  development  results  in  deepen- 
ing friendships.  Continuous  association  in  work,  play, 
discussion  and  worship  discloses  the  real  personalities 
of  the  campers.  Relationships  which  thus  develop  can- 
not be  casual  and  superficial. 

Nor  is  spiritual  exercise  a  remote  and  isolated  ele- 
ment in  a  work  camp.  Each  day  begins  with  thought- 
ful group  worship.  Leaders  and  campers  of  definite  re- 
ligious insight  form  a  nucleus  for  sincere  practice  of 
meditation,  which  helps  those  not  habituated  in  this 
direction.  Meals  are  preceded  by  quiet,  and  often  dis- 
cussions reach  a  depth  that  touches  the  inscrutable. 
Rich  moments  of  silence  ensue  as  minds  reach  out  to- 
ward the  imponderables.  The  whole  nature  and  pur- 
pose of  the  camps  are  in  tune  with  the  best  in  life,  and 
at  any  time  the  spirit  and  feeling  are  not  far  from  the 
religious.  Campers  not  previously  conditioned  to  this 
atmosphere  find  religion  a  present  influence  in  the  lives 
of  sturdy  fellows  and  girls.  It  need  not  be  something 
strange,  pious  or  incidental.  It  is  not  something  dragged 
in  when  the  minister  comes  to  call. 

An  aspect  of  the  work  camp  which  insures  all  these 
capacities — manual,  intellectual,  social,  recreational  and 
religious — being  called  forth  in  every  individual,  is  its 
size.  Work  camps  are  small.  Rarely  will  a  group  ex- 
ceed twenty  in  number.  Thus  each  person  is  distinct. 
Obligations  and  responsibilities  are  his.  He  cannot  es- 
cape being  a  participant.  He  cannot  retire  to  nonentity. 
This  living  as  a  distinct  individual  in  a  small  group  is 
generally  a  new  one  for  campers,  conditioned  as  they 
are  to  large  classes,  large  schools  and  large  cities  with 
a  culture  which  worships  bigness. 

Most  work  campers  leave  their  summer  experience 
with  a  definite  feeling  that  it  has  been  good.  Some  are 
more  conscious  than  others  of  the  reason  why  this  is  so. 
Many  who  have  analyzed  it,  and  who  have  been  grow- 
ing weary  of  the  compartmentalization  of  ordinary  liv- 
ing, feel  that  it  is  good  because  most  of  the  capacities  of 
normal  human  beings  have  been  utilized.  To  use  our 
capacities  is  to  enjoy  life;  not  to  use  them  is  to  be  bored 
and  frustrated.  To  find  a  place  where  they  can  all  be 
called  forth  in  one  experience  is  to  live  life  as  it  should 
be  lived.  How  regrettable,  then,  that  campers  on  leav- 
ing should  return  to  an  existence  where  specialization 
is  the  keynote;  where  they  will  again  be  an  atom  in 
some  large  unit,  but  not  part  of  a  group;  where  they 
will  not  have  a  daily  stint  of  good  hard  work;  where 
they  will  develop  their  minds  in  a  class  isolated  from 
life,  and  play  at  another  time  in  a  totally  different  pat- 
tern; where  contacts  with  others  will  be  fleeting  and 
superficial;  where  religious  expression  or  experience 
will  probably  be  isolated  and  casual  if  it  exists  at  all. 

It  is  regrettable,  I  say,  to  leave  the  work  camp  and 
return  to  a  disintegrated  society,  unless  the  campers 
have  become  so  conscious  of  the  integral  nature  of 
their  work  camp  experience  and  so  imbued  with  a  de- 


sire to  continue  it  that  they  work  to  create  the  same 
type  of  situation  and  quality  of  experience  in  their  fu- 
ture living. 

If  they  are  so  convinced  and  so  imbued,  they  will  be 
logical  members  for  the  agrarian  distributist  group 
which  is  appearing  among  our  social  change  movements. 
Chief  among  the  goals  of  the  agrarian  distributists  is 
integral  living,  the  decentralization  of  population,  in- 
dustry and  government  into  small  units  where  relation- 
ships may  be  vital — a  pattern  of  living  which  is  good  for 
man  and  which  utilizes  all  his  capacities.  The  dis- 
tributists would  shape  our  culture  to  fit  the  nature  of 
man,  and  not  accept  a  technique  merely  because  it 
aided  industry  or  produced  more  goods  at  faster  rate. 
They  would  turn  their  back  on  much  of  our  mass  pro- 
duction,  overindustrialization   and   urbanization.     They 

(Continued   on    Page    19) 


Signboard  Sermons 

BY  FOREST  S.   EISENBISE 

1.    "I've  Changed" 

There  it  was,  spread  all  across  one  of  these  oversize 
out-of-doors  billboards — excuse  me,  "poster-panels," 
they  are  called  in  our  country.  One  could  scarcely 
avoid  seeing  it,  and  reading  it,  too.  I  got  the  message 
in  the  brief  moment  of  driving  past  on  a  busy  thor- 
oughfare. 

"I've  changed."  That's  what  it  said,  and  a  glance 
at  the  radiantly  smiling  countenance  of  the  pictured 
lady  accompanying  the  slogan  gave  one  the  impression 
that  the  change  was  all  for  the  better.  And  then  the 
question,  "Why  don't  you  try  .  .  .  today?"  with  a  pic- 
ture of  the  product.  It  just  made  you  feel  if  you  would 
but  try,  that  you,  too,  would  be  a  happy,  satisfied,  ra- 
diant individual  with  a  testimony  calculated  to  work 
the  same  magic  in  the  lives  of  your  friends. 

So  much  for  the  signboard.  Now  for  the  sermon,  al- 
though it  is  no  doubt  as  clear  to  you  as  it  was  to  me 
as  I  drove  on  down  the  street.  "I've  changed."  And 
for  the  better.  That  certainly  ought  to  be  true.  Better 
today  than  yesterday.  And  better  this  year  than  last. 
But  is  it?  What  an  annoying  question!  But  I  couldn't 
escape  it.  Can  you?  Have  we  really  changed  for  the 
better?  And  isn't  that  just  what  the  world  needs, 
men  changed  for  the  better?  Changed  lives?  Why,  of 
course!  But  it  doesn't  happen  merely  by  changing 
brands  of  a  particular  article  of  merchandise. 

Then  there  came  to  my  mind  a  verse  .  .  .  several 
verses  ...  of  scripture.  I  looked  them  up  when  I 
got  home.  You  had  better  do  the  same.  See  2  Cor.  3:  18 
and  2  Cor.  4:16-18.  Yes,  here  is  the  secret  of  the 
"changed  life,"  and  of  the  "life-changer."  It  comes  of 
keeping  the  gaze  fixed  upon  the  "glory  of  the  Lord," 
the  great  spiritual  realities  of  life  rather  than  on  the 
merely  material  realities. 

The  world  needs  a  change;  men  need  changing,  for 
the  better,  for  brotherhood,  for  peace,  for  the  kingdom 
of  God.  My  testimony,  and  yours,  should  be  definite, 
convincing  and  helpful.  How  about  it?  Perhaps  we 
need  to  re-focus  our  attention  upon  the  Lord.  In  any 
case  let  us  take  the  sermon  of  the  signboard  to  heart. 
May  we  daily  win  new — I  almost  said  customers,  but  of 
course  I  mean  converts — as  by  word  and  deed  we  de- 
clare, "I've  changed." 

Shanghai,  China. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  9 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Authority  of  Christ. — Luke 
19:  41—20:  8. 

Christian  Workers,  Looking  Ahead.     Luke  16:  1-9. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Why  Have  So  Many  Churches? 

Intermediates,  The  Bible  an  Interesting  Book. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Miami  church,  Fla. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  New  Hope  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111.,  Bro.  John  B. 
Wieand,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Ladoga  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Lewis 
Deardorff,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Iowa  River  church,  Iowa,  Bro. 
Jacob  Eby,  pastor. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Jennersville  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Abram  Eshelman,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Jennersville  congregation, 
Bro.  Abram  Eshelman,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Richland 
church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 


Bro.  W.  I.  Buckingham  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  has  been 
seriously  ill  with  pleurisy  and  an  affliction  of  the  heart. 
Our  correspondent  reports  him  as  slowly  improving  and 
asks  for  the  prayers  of  Messenger  readers  in  his  behalf. 

More  first-lime  callers  at  the  Publishing  House  were 
Brother  and  Sister  C.  W.  Zimmerman  of  King  Ferry,  N. 
Y.  and  the  Lake  Ridge  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  visiting  their  daughter,  Mrs.  O.  D.  Grandstaff 
of  near-by  Oak  Park,  111.,  and  all  came  out  together. 

Bro.  P.  L.  Fike,  R.  2,  West  Plains,  Mo.,  was  erroneous- 
ly reported  a  few  weeks  ago  as  among  the  elders  who 
had  passed  on  to  their  reward  during  the  year  1940.  He 
writes  us  that  he  is  still  "trying  to  be  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Master."  His  name  should  be  inserted  at 
the  proper  place  in  the  1941  Yearbook. 

The  Messenger  joins  the  South  St.  Joseph  church  of 
Northern  Missouri  in  extending  congratulations  to 
Brother  and  Sister  E.  N.  Huffman  on  the  completion  of 
thirty  years  of  ministerial  service,  in  which  a  mission 
of  a  few  souls  has  become  a  church  of  over  two  hun- 
dred. A  factor  in  this  ministry  of  no  small  significance 
has  been  the  distribution  of  clothing,  food,  fuel,  etc.,  to 
the  value  of  almost  ten  thousand  dollars.  Says  our  cor- 
respondent: "He  earns  his  living  by  carpenter  work 
but  never  fails  to  stop  to  help  anyone  in  need." 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you   pray  for   the   success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Ira  Hiatt,  pastor,  April  6,  in  the  Beech  Grove 
church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike  of  Astoria,  111.,  April  1-13,  in  the 
Romine  church,  111. 

Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  April  14-27,  in 
the  Astoria  church,  111. 

Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  March  10,  in 
the  Lancaster  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Winamac,  Ind.,  June  15,  in  the 
Hickory  Grove  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  March 
9,  in  the  Myerstown  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  March  23- 
30,  in  the  Mount  Joy  church,  Pa. 
•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Southern  Virginia  will  be  represented  on  the  La 
Verne  Standing  Committee  by  Elders  Z.  E.  Mitchell  and 
S.  B.  Alderman,  with  Elders  L.  A.  Bowman  and  L.  D. 
Bowman  as  alternates. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Beeghly,  623  Ankeny  Ave.,  Somerset,  Pa., 
informs  us  that  he  is  open  to  revival  meeting  engage- 
ments during  the  current  year.  "Will  be  glad  to  serve 
some  smaller  churches  as  well  as  larger  ones." 

Bro.  Leander  Smith's  name  got  lost  from  a  recent 
piece  of  correspondence  but  his  daughter  Esther  was 
not  lost  when  she  called  on  us  last  week.  Her  work 
with  the  refugees  at  Scattergood  Hostel,  Iowa,  brought 
her  to  Chicago  on  business.  That  provided  the  oppor- 
tunity to  stop  and  tell  us  how  she  enjoys  teaching  high- 
ly educated  Europeans  to  translate  their  knowledge  in- 
to American  ways  of  living. 


Miscellaneous  Items 

Our  correspondent  from  the  Bear  Creek  church  of 
Southern  Ohio  meant  to  say  in  a  recent  news  note  that 
Brethren  Everett  Lentz  and  Albert  Heeter  were  chosen 
deacons,  not  elders.  She  is  sorry  for  that  slip  of  the  pen 
and. asks  us  to  make  this  correction. 

If  America  Enters  the  War  What  Shall  I  Do?  Ten 
outstanding  American  churchmen  recently  answered 
this  question  in  ten  successive  issues  of  the  Christian 
Century.  The  editors  sought  to  be  fair  as  they  recog- 
nized that  great  churchmen  differ  greatly  in  what  should 
be  America's  role.  Five  of  these  men  favor  giving  aid 
to  Great  Britain  and  would  support  the  war  effort  of 
our  country  in  case  we  entered  the  conflict.  The  other 
five  favor  our  every  effort  to  keep  out  of  this  war  and 
several  take  a  consistent  pacifist  stand.  These  ten  arti- 
cles are  now  available  in  pamphlet  form.  They  may  be 
secured  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at  ten  cents  a  copy. 

Information    Regarding    Train    Fare    to    Conference. 

The  following  round  trip  rates  from  Chicago  will  be  in 
effect  for  those  wishing  to  travel  by  train  to  Confer- 
ence: Coach,  $65.00;  Tourist,  $74.00;  First  Class,  $90.30. 
Return  limit,  Coach,  six  months;  Tourist  and  First 
Class,  three  months.  Choice  of  alternative  direct  route 
inside  U.  S.  at  no  additional  cost.  For  tickets  returning 
via  Canada  $5.00  extra.  Stopovers  permitted  at  all 
points  en  route  within  final  limit.  One-way  sleeping 
car  fares,  Chicago  to  Los  Angeles,  Tourist  lower,  $8.95; 
upper,  $6.80.  Clergy  tickets,  Western,  may  be  purchased 
at  half  the  above  train  fares.  The  undersigned  will  be 
glad  to  furnish  any  other  information  on  request.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  those  desiring  to  con- 
duct parties. — Warren  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren 
St.,  Chicago,  General  Railway  Transportation  Agent. 
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Special  notice  to  all  who  like  to  do  good.  The  busi- 
ness office  advises  us  that  the  fund  for  sending  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  to  those  unable  to  pay  for  it  is  running 
low  and  suggests  that  you  might  want  the  joy  of  help- 
ing to  replenish  it.  Enough  said?  With  your  gift,  if 
you  wish,  you  may  send  names  and  addresses  of  those 
whom  you  know  to  be  worthy  of  this  beneficence. 

Drafting  of  Conscientious  Objectors  Delayed.  Gov- 
ernment machinery  for  calling  conscientious  objectors 
into  Civilian  Public  Service  is  functioning  very  slow- 
ly— much  more  slowly  than  was  originally  anticipated. 
Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney  and  his  staff  are  at  the  Lagro,  Ind., 
camp,  ready  and  eager  to  inaugurate  the  program  which 
is  being  outlined.  Government  officials  have  been  noti- 
fied of  our  readiness  but  certain  inspections  must  be 
made  and  "permits  of  occupancy"  issued  before  work 
can  actually  begin.  When  the  order  comes  we  are 
ready  at  Lagro.  Our  churches  should  take  advantage  of 
this  delay  to  present  and  organize  the  movement 
throughout  the  brotherhood. — Paul  H.  Bowman,  Direc- 
tor of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service. 

There  is  still  time  for  friends  and  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  to  enter  the  prize  essay  contest 
being  conducted  by  Schwarzenau,  official  publica- 
tion of  the  Alexander  Mack  Historical  Society.  Essays 
not  to  exceed  10,000  words  are  solicited  on  the  following 
subjects:  1.  The  Dunker  Church  in  Somerset  County, 
Pennsylvania.  2.  Dunkers  as  Publishers.  3.  The  Con- 
tribution of  the  Brumbaugh  Family  to  the  Dunker 
Church.  A  prize  of  $25.00  is  offered  for  the  best  essay 
on  each  of  the  three  subjects.  Judges  for  the  contest 
which  closes  on  April  30  are:  E.  S.  Moyer,  Assistant 
Editor,  Schwarzenau;  Homer  Sanger,  member,  the 
General  Education  Board;  and  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz,  Pastor, 
La  Verne,  Calif.  Additional  information  may  be  se- 
cured from  Dr.  F.  E.  Mallott,  Editor,  Schwarzenau, 
3435  W.  Van  Buren  Street,  Chicago.  All  entries  should 
be  addressed  to  him. 

•       •       • 

Brethren  Service  Peace  "Cup"  Card 

Who  could  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  sit  at  a  sumptuous 
meal  with  not  a  thought  or  a  care  for  the  millions  of 
distressed  peoples  of  the  world?  What  church  mem- 
ber is  there  who  would  want  a  church  to  ignore  the  suf- 
ferings of  our  fellow  human  beings?  Who  does  not 
"want  to  do  something  about  it?  We  who  cannot  fight 
with  the  instruments  of  death  should  enter  into  the 
service  of  humanity  to  the  utmost  of  our  possibilities. 

The  design  on  the  front  cover  of  the  Messenger  is 
taken  from  the  new  beautifully-designed  Peace  Cup 
Cards.  Study  it  carefully.  Note  the  Good  Shepherd  in 
the  window,  seeming  to  survey  the  tons  of  clothing  pre- 
pared by  loving  hands  for  war's  victims.  On  the  right 
side  of  the  picture  is  depicted  not  an  imaginary  scene, 
but  one  which  we  all  know  is  very  real — hungry,  home- 
less waifs  standing  by  the  ruins  of  what  was  once  a 
house,  receiving  such  aid  as  is  possible  to  get.  Note  the 
new  Brethren  Service  insignia  with  the  Cross  as  a  back- 
ground, on  which  is  hung  the  plaque  with  the  words 
'Brethren  Service"  and  in  the  center  of  which  is  shown 
the  "cup"  held  by  the  two  hands.  This  symbol  is  full 
of  rich  meaning.  The  "cup"  may  be  that  of  helpfulness, 
of  service,  of  brotherhood,  of  sacrifice,  of  suffering. 

Note  the  words  in  the  center  of  the  card.  "Brethren" 
is  purposely  printed  smaller  than  "Christian  Service." 
Whatever  we  can  do  in  these  days  should  be  given  in 
deepest  humility.     We  should  emphasize  service. 


"Pray  for  the  peace  of  Christ  upon  the  world."  It  is 
not  a  military  victory  for  which  we  pray,  nor  for  mere 
cessation  of  hostilities;  but  rather  we  pray  really  for  the 
peace  of  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

Read  the  formula  entitled  "Before  You  Eat  .  .  ." 
Observing  this  formula  carefully  will  make  your  own 
food  taste  better.  By  faithfully  dropping  a  coin  in  the 
"cup"  each  meal  before  you  eat  will  give  you  the  satis- 
faction of  doing  at  least  something  regularly  for  those 
who  are  in  need. 

The  Brethren  Service  Peace  "Cup"  Plan  has  been 
chosen  as  a  method  for  universal  use  over  the  whole 
brotherhood.  Families  should  be  faithful  in  the  use  of 
these  "cups."  The  local  church  should  be  regular  in 
calling  in  the  money  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month 
and  should  make  sure  of  a  good  plan  of  receiving  the 
money.  Many  churches  place  a  large  receptacle,  with 
one  of  these  cards  around  it,  on  a  stand  near  the  pulpit 
and  ask  representatives  of  Sunday-school  classes  to 
come  forward,  placing  in  the  receptacle  the  money  col- 
lected through  the  Sunday-school  classes.  We  should 
bear  in  mind  that  this  program,  brought  on  because  of 
war,  is  our  service  testimony  and  is  given  over  and  be- 
yond the  regular  support  of  local,  district  and  brother- 
hood work.  Our  testimony  in  the  field  of  war-time 
service  will  be  clearer  and  stronger  if  we  attain  in  full 
the  goals  for  our  regular  church  program,  rather  than 
neglecting  such  for  special  emergency  work. 


Qbcut  \Soo\ii 


The  Evangel  of  a  New  World.  Albert  Edward  Day. 
Cokesbury,  1939.     160  pages.     $1.50. 

This  book,  written  by  the  vice-president  of  the  Fed- 
eral Council  of  Churches,  attempts  to  interpret  the  cen- 
tral meaning  of  Christian  faith  for  our  day.  It  is  a  re- 
freshing reminder  of  the  important  emphases  which  are 
sometimes  overlooked,  both  by  those  who  seek  the  lost 
and  those  others  who  look  for  a  new  world.  It  is  writ- 
ten with  the  conviction  that  only  in  the  fulfillment  of 
the  kingdom-hope  can  cure  be  found  for  this  world's 
ills. 

Chapter  One,  A  Disillusioned  World,  traces  men's  ef- 
forts to  build  a  better  social  order.  Chapter  Two,  The 
Evangel  of  Hope,  points  the  way  to  a  rediscovery  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  living  for  it  as  the  "burning  word 
of  hope"  for  our  times.  Chapter  Three,  The  Evangel  of 
Judgment,  challenges  the  Christian  to  analyze  the  so- 
cial order  and  to  reflect  upon  his  obligations  to  it. 
Merely  bringing  judgment  against  things  as  they  are  is 
not  enough.  Christians  "must  act  like  men  of  the  king- 
dom." In  Chapter  Four,  Dr.  Day  reminds  his  readers 
that  the  Christian  evangel  is  a  passion  and  a  glowing 
love  story.  Christians  must  share  with  the  Divine  Lov- 
er a  genuine  concern  for  intellectual  and  dullard,  rich 
and  poor,  the  well  and  the  sick,  and  must  stand  as  God's 
evangels  of  love  and  forgiveness  in  a  day  when  "it  is 
not  easy  to  talk  about  the  love  of  God."  Chapter  Five, 
Preaching  the  Evangel,  points  out  the  preacher's  and 
the  layman's  part  in  supplying  mankind  with  a  faith 
adequate  for  today's  tragedies. 

Dr.  Day's  deep  insights  and  vivid  illustrations  make 
his  book  a  volume  to  be  read  by  all  who  long  for  "a 
new  world  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." — L.  Avery- 
Fleming. 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  GROUP 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Part  VI.    Sympathy  Thai  Responds  to  Human  Need 

Scripture:  Luke  16:  19-31 
Sunday,  March  16 

I.  Why  Be  Concerned  About  Sympathy? 

1.  The  world  has  always  been  and  is  full  of  suffering. 
Much  of  it  could  be  eliminated  by  unselfishness  and 
love. 

2.  Luxury  and  poverty  still  exist  in  close  proximity 
almost   everywhere. 

3.  Some  Americans  are  today  eating  out  of  the  gar- 
bage cans  in  the  alleys — whose  truest  friends,  it  seems, 
are  the  dogs. 

4.  There  are  a  few  wealthy  nations  and  too  many 
starving  peoples  in  our  world. 

II.  What  Can  Be  Done  About  It? 

1.  Study  Luke  16:  19-31. 

See  the  rich  man  in  luxury,  the  poor  man  in  misery. 
Put  yourself  in  the  place  of  one,  then  of  the  other. 

Note  the  deep  gulf  that  selfishness  drives  between  hu- 
man beings.  Note  the  change  of  heart  and  the  mission- 
ary urge  on  the  part  of  the  rich  man,  so-called. 

2.  Study  carefully  and  prayerfully  the  condition  of 
some  suffering  person  or  persons  whom  you  know. 
Identify  yourself  with  these  in  some  realistic  way. 
Learn  to  know  them. 

3.  Apply  religiously  the  golden  rule  (Matt.  7:  12)  to 
other  races  and  classes. 

4.  Study  Jesus'  sympathy. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do  to  Develop  Sympathy  in  Our  Own 
Lives  and  Others? 

1.  What  will  we  do  as  individuals? 

2.  What  will  we  do  as  a  group? 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

Women's  Work  in  the  Pacific  Region 

By  Mrs.  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  Live  Oak,  California 
The  women  of  the  Pacific  Coast  met  at  La  Verne 
College  on  Jan.  16,  1941,  in  connection  with  the  regional 
conference,  meeting  at  9:00  A.M.  with  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Gnagy  presiding.  Mrs.  Nell  Flickinger  of  Raisin  had 
charge  of  the  devotional,  after  which  Mrs.  Edgar  Roth- 
rock  of  Pomona  sang  a  solo.  Since  Mrs.  Gnagy  had 
not  been  fully  installed  as  the  director  of  women's  work 
of  the  region,  this  item  of  business  was  cared  for  along 
with  the  choosing  of  Mrs.  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  Live  Oak, 
as  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Our  project  for  the  coming  year  will  be  the  purchase 
of  a  recording  machine  for  use  at  the  college.  It  is 
presented  in  appreciation  of  the  faithful  service  given 
by  Professor  Travis  in  the  music  department.  We 
thought  it  would  be  fine  to  have  some  of  the  good  pro- 
grams recorded.  A  prayer  project  was  also  discussed. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  women  of  each  of  the 
churches  draw  names  after  the  manner  of  the  mystery 
friend  idea.  Each  is  to  make  the  woman  whose  name 
was  drawn  her  prayer  sister  for  the  month. 

Mrs.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  presented  the  idea  of  having  dele- 
gates from  the  various  churches  represented  at  the  re- 
gional conference,  beginning  next  year,  each  local  di- 


rector to  be  that  delegate.  If  she  cannot  be  present 
she  is  to  choose  someone  to  take  her  place.  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Lear  presented  the  dire  need  of  clothing  for  China.  A 
cablegram  was  sent  to  us  by  Forest  S.  Eisenbise,  urging 
us  to  rush  clothing  to  the  poor  and  freezing  Chinese. 
Mrs.  Ira  D.  Yoder  suggested  that  we  not  only  talk 
temperance,  but  that  we  do  something  about  it.  The 
following  was  accepted  as  our  pledge:  "Reaffirming  the 
historical  position  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on 
total  abstinence  we,  the  undersigned,  declare  we  are 
abstainers  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages  in  every 
form."  It  is  not  enough  just  to  be  a  signer;  one  must 
do  her  best  to  educate  others  to  do  likewise,  and  there- 
by save  life  for  usefulness.  May  the  Lord  bless  every 
woman  in  the  doing  of  his  precious  will. 


MEN'S  WORK 


H.  P.  and  M.  P. 


By  Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho 

Horsepower  is  one  great  force  by  which  we  live.  It 
turns  the  wheels  of  our  factories.  It  has  made  Amer- 
ica a  great  nation.  It  has  made  the  luxuries  of  yes- 
terday the  necessities  of  today.  By  it  the  great  print- 
ing presses  operate,  giving  us  the  newspapers,  maga- 
zines and  books,  for  this  is  a  day  when  all  are  educated. 
Our  homes  are  lighted  and  warmed  by  horsepower.  In 
summer  we  cool  ourselves  and  refrigerate  our  food  by 
the  same  force.  All  travel  on  land  by  automobile  or 
train  is  dependent  upon  horsepower.  The  ships  of  the 
sea  and  ships  of  the  air  are  propelled  by  it.  Our  clothes 
are  made,  washed  and  ironed  by  horsepower.  Our 
radios  run  by  horsepower.  The  sun's  rays  produce  life, 
growth  and  horsepower. 

I  have  been  speaking  of  harnessed  horsepower,  or 
directed  horsepower.  A  great  locomotive  can  pull  a 
mighty  train  of  a  hundred  cars  when  its  steam  and 
horsepower  are  applied  to  the  rails.  In  the  mud,  or  run- 
ning loose  in  a  pasture,  its  tremendous  power  is  mostly 
wasted.  The  wild  bronco  on  the  range  has  horsepower, 
but  what  good  is  it  unless  he  is  saddled  or  harnessed? 

Manpower  is  also  an  important  phase  of  our  life. 
To  some  it  symbolizes  strength  when  regimented  and 
equipped  with  tanks,  bayonets  and  rifles.  Manpower 
is  a  driving  force  for  good  when  embodied  in  an  Alex- 
ander Mack,  a  George  Washington,  an  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, a  Florence  Nightingale,  a  Henry  Ford,  an  Edison, 
a  Firestone,  an  Eastman  or  a  Borah.  Manpower  can  be 
a  great  force  for  evil  when  embodied  in  an  Al  Capone, 
a  Pendergast,  a  Dillinger,  or  a  Jesse  James. 

The  boy  David  chided  the  mighty  Goliath,  saying, 
"You  come  to  battle  trusting  in  your  sword  and  shield 
and  spear,  but  I  come  trusting  in  the  God  of  Israel." 
Let  us  examine  ourselves  to  see  what  our  manpower 
is! 

First  of  all,  whence  comes  man?  We  are  told 
in  the  Good  Book  that  he  was  created  by  God  in  God's 
own  image.  Later  we  are  told  we  are  sons  of  God. 
Science  tells  us  man  is  an  animal.  He  is  born,  he  eats, 
he  grows,  he  lives,  he  dies.  Someone  has  told  us  the 
human  body  is  a  pail  of  water  and  a  package  of  salt 
worth  about  98  cents.  Science  is  probably  correct,  but 
yet  does  not  know  all  about  man.  In  a  man  there  is 
enough  water  to  water  a  cow,  enough  lime  to  white- 
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wash  a  chicken  coop,  enough  iron  to  make  four  six- 
penny nails,  and  enough  phosphorus  to  make  a  dozen 
matches.  Do  you  think  this  is  all  a  man  is  worth? 
Without  the  spirit  nature,  perhaps  so.  A  man  without 
the  nature  of  the  divine  is  like  a  great  locomotive  in 
the  mud  or  in  the  ditch:  it  is  detached  from  its  rails. 
A  man  without  God  is  like  a  bird  without  wings,  a  voice 
without  speech,  or  like  a  fire  dead  on  the  hearth  with 
the  ashes  cold,  the  glow  gone  and  the  room  darkened. 

In  these  trying  times  let  us  renew  our  minds,  in- 
crease our  faith  and  turn  on  the  steam. 

Down  to  earth  now.     What  can  men  do?     Men  can: 

1.  Attend  all  the  regular  services  of  the  wife's 
church. 

2.  Become  a  booster   (and  a  member). 

3.  Help  raise  the  church  budget. 

4.  Beautify  the  church  grounds  and  building. 

5.  Be  a  boys'  man;  start  a  boys'  club;  go  on  a  hike. 

6.  Hold  a  father  and  son  week. 

7.  Make  a  campaign  to  send  every  member  in  your 
church  the  church  paper  (spread  good  news). 

8.  Visit  another  church.  Give  them  a  special  pro- 
gram. 

9.  Believe  in  yourself. 

10.  Help  others. 

The  gospel  records,  "The  poor  ye  have  with  you  al- 
ways." The  hungry,  the  homeless  and  the  sick  need 
help.  Promote  the  cause  of  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to 
men.    These  will  develop  manpower! 


PEACE  AND  RELIEF 

Civilian  Public  Service  Packets 

By  Anetta  C.  Mow,  Elgin,  Illinois 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  the  Director  of  Civilian  Public 
Service,  gives  the  information  that  our  first  Civilian 
Public  Service  Camp  will  be  opened  in  Lagro,  Ind.  He 
also  says  that  250  packets  for  the  men  going  to  our  dif- 
ferent camps  will  be  needed  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  women's  groups  over  the  brotherhood  will  re- 
spond quickly  to  this  request  for  packets.  However, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  oversupply  of  packets 
is  not  desired.  The  women  in  the  local  groups  will 
need  to  write  to  their  District  Aid  Director  concerning 
the  number  of  packets  needed. 

It  is  requested  that  the  local  groups  which  wish  to 
prepare  packets  inform  their  District  Aid  Director.  She 
will  designate  the  number  of  packets  your  groups  should 
make.  After  the  packets  are  prepared  and  ready  to  be 
sent  to  camp,  the  local  group  should  again  inform  its 
District  Director  and  she  will  order  the  packets  sent  in 
to  the  civilian  camp  as  needed.  The  District  Aid  Direc- 
tor will  keep  in  close  touch  with  and  receive  her  in- 
structions from  the  National  Secretary  of  Women's 
Work  at  Elgin,  Illinois.  The  National  Secretary  will 
keep  in  touch  with  Paul  Bowman,  the  Director  of  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service,  and  with  the  directors  of  the 
various  camps. 

At  this  time  the  privilege  to  furnish  the  first  250  Ci- 
vilian Packets  is  given  to  four  districts.  These  districts 
are  Northern  Indiana,  Middle  Indiana,  Michigan  and 
Southern  California.  Northern  and  Middle  Indiana  are 
asked  to  prepare  90  packets  each;  Michigan,  20  packets; 
Southern  California,  50. 

Our  women  will  want  to  see  that  all  regulations  are 


carefully  observed.  We  shall  want  to  supply  the  camps 
adequately  with  packets  and  yet  not  overload  the  sup- 
ply. Calls  for  the  kits  will  be  sent  out  as  the  need 
arises.  In  our  eagerness  to  serve,  we  should  continue  to 
send  clothing  for  relief  to  our  college  storerooms  and 
to  the  three  Pacific  depots. 

Each  Civilian  Camp  Packet  is  to  contain  only  the  fol- 
lowing articles: 

2  bed  sheets,  63  x  99  inches 

2  pillow  cases,  42  x  36  inches 

3  hand  towels,  15  x  27  inches 
2  bath  towels,  22  x  44  inches 
2  wash  cloths 

1  tube  toothpaste 

1  tube  shaving  cream 

1  ball  darning  cotton 

1  paper  assorted  darning  needles 

1  paper  assorted  needles 

1  spool  No.  40  white  thread 

1  spool  No.  40  black  thread 

1  card  safety  pins  (2  inches) 

1  card  shirt  buttons 

1  card  pants  buttons 

1  pair  scissors 

1  hand  miror 

1  New  Testament 


Work  Camps  and  Integrated  Living 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 
would  seek  to  establish  a  society  where  agrarian  ac- 
tivities (direct  production  of  subsistence)  were  available 
to  the  masses,  and  where  rural  values  predominated. 
They  hold  that  a  modern  city  is  an  anachronism  and 
could  well  be  done  without.  They  are  for  developing 
indigenous,  regional  culture  of  native  drama,  crafts  and 
music,  instead  of  aping  the  metropolis.  They  are,  in 
short,  for  abundant,  creative,  balanced  living  for  every- 
one. For  those  who  are  interested  in  tracing  the  simi- 
larity between  agrarian  distributist  philosophy  and 
Brethren  thinking  as  exemplified  in  the  work  camp  the 
following  books  may  prove  helpful: 

Ralph  Borsodi — This  Ugly  Civilization;  Prosperity 
and  Security. 

Hilaire  Belloc — Restoration  of  Property;  The  Servile 
State. 

G.  K.  Chesterton— Whafs  Wrong  With  the  World? 
Outline  of  Sanity. 

Herbert  Agar — Land  of  the  Free;  Pursuit  of  Happi- 
ness. 

Ligutti  and  Rawe — Rural  Roads  to  Security. 

The  distributists  have  a  pattern  for  utilizing  "in  one 
piece"  (as  do  the  work  camps)  the  manual,  intellectual, 
social,  emotional,  recreational  and  religious  capacities. 
But  there  are  at  least  three  other  areas  of  life  they 
would  develop  for  which,  as  yet,  the  work  camps  have 
not  made  provision.  These  are:  (1)  direct  co-operation 
and  contact  with  growing  things;  (2)  placing  of  the 
family  as  central  in  their  scheme;  and  (3)  development 
of  artistic  abilities  through  creation  of  useful  and  beau- 
tiful articles  for  the  home  and  community,  such  as  the 
weaving  of  lovely  fabrics,  the  designing  of  handsome 
garments,  the  building  of  attractive  homes,  furnishings, 
etc. 

Those  people  who  feel  that  a  life  cannot  be  truly  in- 
tegrated if  it  omits  co-operation  with  the  growth  process 
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in  nature  are  one  with  the  agrarian  distributists.  Some 
work  camps  have  been  able  to  grant  their  members  vi- 
tal firsthand  co-operation  with  nature  in  the  planting 
and  care  of  a  garden.  But  most  of  them  have  not  yet 
arranged  for  that,  being  still  largely  keyed  to  the  in- 
dustrial and  mechanical  aspects  of  our  civilization. 

The  agrarian  distributist  believes  that  a  fully  normal 
integrated  community  would  be  a  group  of  families  (not 
individual  college  young  people)  pursuing  some  common 
task  and  goal.  For  a  mature  culture  pattern  this  is  un- 
doubtedly more  realistic,  and  one  to  which  the  graduate 
work  camper  can  look  forward.  He  can  seek  his  mate 
and  find  like-minded  young  couples  to  join  him  in  de- 
veloping a  co-operative  community  of  productive 
homes — each  with  several  acres  from  which  to  win  their 
independence  and  culture,  producing  not  only  the  es- 
sentials of  subsistence  but  also  beautiful  gardens,  beau- 
tiful homes  and  home  products  as  a  normal  and  con- 
tinuous expression  of  their  innate  sense  of  the  artistic, 
the  development  of  which  is  natural  and  necessary  to  a 
fully  integrated  life. 

Brookville,  Ohio. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Pacific  Coast  Area  Annual  Conference 

One  of  the  best  Pacific  Coast  annual  regional  confer- 
ences ever  held,  from  the  standpoint  of  interest,  attend- 
ance and  strength  of  program,  occurred  Jan.  12  to  17  in- 
clusive. Sunday  and  evening  sessions  were  held  at  the 
La  Verne  church,  the  daytime  meetings  at  the  college. 
The  conference  opened  with  the  young  people's  pro- 
gram on  Sunday  with  an  attendance  of  over  700,  and 
closed  with  the  La  Verne  College  Golden  Jubilee  bene- 
fit banquet  on  Friday  night  with  440  at  the  tables. 

The  daily  program  featured  a  conference  for  pastors 
and  their  wives  from  9  until  10:30  o'clock.  Simultane- 
ously, a  popular  conference  was  held  featuring  women's 
work,  children's  workers'  program,  mission  study  in- 
struction and  a  home  emphasis  discussion. 

During  the  following  hour  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  brought  heart-searching  addresses  regarding 
the  enrichment  of  the  Christian  life.  The  last  hour  of 
the  morning  session,  being  college  chapel  period,  in- 
spirational lectures  were  voiced  by  Brethren  C.  C.  Ellis, 
A.  C.  Baugher  and  F.  H.  Barr,  and  by  Dr.  A.  F.  New- 
combe  of  Alhambra,  Calif.,  veteran  temperance  worker. 
One  chapel  hour  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the 
procedure  in  setting  up  a  project  for  conscientious  ob- 
jectors in  Southern  California  by  the  historic  peace 
churches.  President  C.  E.  Davis  of  the  college,  and  re- 
gional adviser  for  conscientious  objectors,  gave  a  re- 
port of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee. 
President  Davis  and  Dr.  Henley  of  the  Friends  College 
at  Whittier  explained  the  taking  over  of  government 
experiment  forestry  work  in  the  mountains  near  La 
Verne,  which  will  make  possible  a  year  of  service  to 
the  government  in  a  wholesome  environment  and  at  the 
same  time  make  a  definite  contribution  to  the  country. 
This  will  be  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $300  a  year  for 
each  man.  This  expense  will  need  to  be  paid  by  indi- 
viduals or  the  church.  An  initial  offering  from  this 
region  was  lifted  at  this  meeting  amounting  to  $100. 

Dean  Lorell  Weiss  of  the  college  explained  the  cloth- 
ing for  refugees  in  China  project  and  announced  that 


boxes  would  be  sent  from  La  Verne  on  Jan.  20  and  then 
at  the  last  of  the  month. 

The  first  hour  during  the  afternoon  was  featured  by 
studies  in  the  letters  to  Timothy  led  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz 
of  La  Verne.  The  next  hour  was  conducted  by  Bro.  A. 
C.  Baugher,  who  gave  a  series  of  addresses  on  inspira- 
tional subjects.  Robert  Tully  presented  a  church  pro- 
gram of  recreation  at  the  last  hour  of  each  afternoon 
session.  He  is  director  of  physical  education  for  men 
and  of  athletics  at  the  college.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  Fellowship  of  Recreation  for  the  brotherhood. 

The  evening  sessions  at  the  church  included  an  out- 
standing address  on  a  subject  pertinent  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  church  and  a  half  hour  prelude  of  music 
on  three  evenings,  and  a  temperance  play  on  the  other 
evening  by  the  La  Verne  dramatics  club.  This  was  di- 
rected by  Roy  P.  Hylton.  The  La  Verne  high  school 
girls'  chorus,  directed  by  Mrs.  Robert  Tully,  appeared 
on  Monday  evening;  La  Verne  College  musicians  on 
Tuesday  night;  the  play  was  given  on  Wednesday,  and 
the  college  music  faculty  contributed  the  Thursday  eve- 
ning prelude.  Brethren  Ellis  and  Baugher  with  Dr. 
Albert  Edward  Day  and  Dr.  Newcombe  gave  the  eve- 
ning addresses. 

The  college  Y.  W.  C.  A.  girls  entertained  at  a 
mothers'  tea  on  Monday  evening  with  more  than  one 
hundred  present.  This  group  also  put  on  a  "feast  of 
nations"  cafeteria  dinner  on  Thursday  evening  at  Fel- 
lowship Hall  in  the  church. 

Mrs.  Frank  Howell,  regional  director  of  children's 
work,  assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Ira  Fas- 
nacht,  entertained  with  a  luncheon  for  district  directors 
and  members  of  their  cabinets.  Plans  for  taking  care  of 
the  children  at  Annual  Conference  time  were  discussed. 

The  Golden  Jubilee  Banquet  proved  to  be  a  grand 
climax  for  the  conference.  President  C.  C.  Ellis,  presi- 
dent of  Juniata,  the  oldest  college  of  the  brother- 
hood, and  A.  C.  Baugher,  dean  of  the  youngest  institu- 
tion, were  the  speakers.  President  Davis  of  La  Verne 
was  master  of  ceremonies.  This  trio  created  a  jovial 
though  wholesome  and  thought-provoking  atmosphere. 
Music  for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  Prof.  Harold 
Reed,  soloist;  the  college  girls'  trio,  including  Lois  Clark, 
Lonetta  Montz  and  Marie  Johnson;  Phyllis  Whisler  and 
Mrs.  Reed  served  as  pianists.  Ralph  Thomas  of  Los 
Angeles  rendered  marimba  and  accordion  numbers.  The 
aid  societies  of  the  district  co-operated  in  contributing 
to  this  banquet.  The  men  and  women  of  the  local 
church  prepared  and  served  the  food  and  arranged  and 
decorated  Fellowship  Hall  for  the  occasion. 

La  Verne,  Calif.  Grace  Hileman  Miller. 


Is  God  Real?    Yes,  and  a  Father  Also 

After  reading  in  the  Dec.  28  issue  the  article  by  Oliver 
H.  Austin,  Is  God  Real?  I  would  like  to  help  God  be- 
come more  real  to  others  by  telling  how  he  became  more 
real  to  me. 

Several  years  ago,  shortly  after  a  fire  in  our  home,  I 
suffered  a  nervous  breakdown.  The  doctors  and  special- 
ists told  me  I  was  in  need  of  several  surgical  operations 
as  well  as  medical  care. 

But  what  could  I  do?  My  husband  had  lost  his  job 
through  no  fault  of  his  own — the  depression.  There  was 
no  money  for  special  diets,  medicine,  or  for  operations. 
I  had  a  nervous  condition  as  well  as  my  heart  bothering 
me.     Finally,   I  was  persuaded  to  make  arrangements 
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to  enter  the  Robert  Long  hospital,  at  Indianapolis  for 
treatment  and  surgical  care. 

After  many  weeks  of  delay,  waiting  for  my  call  to  go 
to  the  hospital,  meanwhile  gradually  growing  worse,  I 
seemed  to  be  facing  a  blank  wall,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  turn  or  what  to  do  next.  Then  finally  I  prayed, 
"Dear  Father,  if  it  is  thy  will  that  I  should  go  on  suffer- 
ing to  the  end,  if  you  will  be  with  me,  I  will  try  and  not 
complain." 

A  still  small  voice  told  me  to  go  once  more  to  see 
about  my  delayed  call,  and  this  I  did.  In  a  few  days  my 
summons  came  to  report  to  the  hospital. 

Feeling  the  need  of  divine  help,  I  was  anointed  by  our 
elder  and  our  neighboring  minister  a  few  days  before 
leaving  home.  I  was  there  five  weeks  before  being  in 
condition  to  be  operated  upon. 

The  doctors  and  nurses  were  amazed  at  my  rapid  re- 
covery. I  told  them  that  it  was  no  surprise  to  me,  as  I 
had  put  myself  into  the  Father's  hands.  His  will,  and 
not  mine  was  to  be  done.  Everything  and  every  de- 
tail seemed  to  unfold  and  work  out  in  a  way  that  no 
one  but  the  Master-mind  could  oversee. 

Is  God  real  to  me?  Since  this  experience  he  is  as  real 
to  me  as  an  earthly  father  is  to  me  or  to  you.  Also  Jesus 
is  as  real  as  a  brother  to  me,  as  your  earthly  brother  is  to 
you.  The  Heavenly  Spirit,  who  is  their  constant  helper 
and  co-worker,  is  as  real  to  me  as  the  doves  and  pigeons 
one  sees  flying  around. 

My  deepest  sorrow  and  regret  is  that  so  many  people 
are  seeking,  looking  and  longing  for  something  their 
hearts  and  lives  crave,  but  which  they  cannot  or  will  not 
bring  themselves  to  say:  "Thy  will  and  not  mine  be 
done." 

Monticello,  Ind.  Ollie  Fisher  Benjamin. 


Passing  of  Bro.  B.  E.  Breshears 

Burr  Emerson  Breshears  was  born  May  20,  1873,  at 
Avery,  Mo.,  a  son  of  John  and  Susanna  Ihrig  Breshears. 
He  died  Dec.  31,  1940,  aged  67  years,  7  months  and  11 
days.  He  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  in  1891  at  the  age  of  eighteen  was 
elected  to  the  ministry.  He  was  the  youngest  minister 
in  the  church  at  that  time. 

On  July  10,  1898,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Rebecca  Rash.  To  this  union  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  survive  except  a  pair  of  twins  who 
died  in  infancy.  In  1902  they  came  to  Washington  and 
homesteaded  in  the  Chesaw  country,  near  the  Canadian 
border.  He  immediately  started  holding  Sunday-school 
and  church  services  in  the  Kipling  schoolhouse.  He 
was  the  only  minister  throughout  the  district  in  those 
early  pioneer  days  and  from  all  over  the  Okanogan 
country,  on  this  side  of  the  boundary  and  also  in  Can- 
ada, he  was  called  upon  to  conduct  funeral  services  and 
to  perform  marriage  ceremonies.  In  recent  years  he 
has  had  the  privilege  of  uniting  in  marriage  sons  and 
daughters  of  couples  he  united  in  those  early  days. 

They  moved  to  Omak  in  the  spring  of  1910,  at  the 
time  when  the  irrigation  project  was  opening  up,  and 
located  on  a  tract  where  he  built  a  home,  planted  and 
developed  an  apple  orchard,  and  gave  his  services  in  the 
development  of  the  church  and  community.  He  or- 
ganized the  Pogue  Prairie  Sunday  school  the  first  Sun- 
day after  they  arrived  here,  and  se  ed  the  church 
at   this   place   continuously  for   thirty    years.     He   was 


keenly  interested  in  his  chosen  occupation — horticul- 
ture; but  more  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
church  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  Bro.  Breshears  was 
a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  had  the  courage  to 
stand  firm  for  that  which  he  knew  to  be  right,  and  to  re- 
nounce and  denounce  what  he  believed  to  be  contrary 
to  God's  teaching.  He  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  in 
1911  and  proved  a  true  and  faithful  watchman  in  the 
Master's  vineyard. 

He  was  busy  in  the  Lord's  work  until  the  end,  preach- 
ing his  last  sermon  Dec.  22,  just  nine  days  before  his 
death.  In  his  introduction  he  remarked  that  a  Christ- 
mas sermon  would  be  appropriate,  but  "felt  led  this 
morning  to  speak  on  another  subject."  He  preached  an 
evangelistic  sermon,  beseeching  his  hearers  to  make 
the  decision  of  Rebecca,  "I  will  go"  (Gen.  24:  58).  That 
afternoon  he  baptized  four.  He  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  fourteen  souls  born  into  the  kingdom  during  the 
past  year,  and  others  are  coming.  His  influence  lives 
on  and  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh. 

It  is  significant  that  his  life  work  should  be  ended 
with  the  close  of  the  year.  Early  in  the  evening  of 
Dec.  31  he  was  stricken  with  a  heart  attack,  while  at 
work  at  his  home.  None  of  us  could  know  that  the 
Lord  would  take  him  away  this  day.  A  watch  night 
service  had  been  planned,  to  be  held  at  the  Earl  Swal- 
lom  home.  Members  of  the  family  and  many  of  the 
church  attended  this  memorable  service.  However, 
a  son-in-law  and  co-laborer  in  the  ministry,  determined 
that  he  would  not  tarry  at  home  in  this  service,  but  in- 
stead he  would  watch  with  mother  by  father's  bedside. 
Later  in  the  evening  he  had  another  attack,  and  shortly 
before  midnight  his  spirit  took  its  flight.  With  him  at 
the  time  of  his  departure  were  his  companion  upon 
whom  now  falls  the  care  of  the  home,  and  the  son-in- 
law  upon  whom  falls  a  greater  responsibility  in  the  care 
of  the  church.  The  words  spoken  to  Elisha  in  2  Kings  2: 
10  come  to  mind:  "If  thou  see  me  when  I  am  taken  away 
from  thee,  it  shall  be  so  with  thee." 

Besides  his  wife,  he  is  survived  by  four  sons  and  five 
daughters:  Reuben  S.,  Ralph  E.,  Florence,  wife  of  Earl 
Swallom,  Clara,  wife  of  Raymond  Downey,  all  of  Omak; 
Richard,  of  Portland,  Oreg.;  Lois,  Hilda,  Roger  H.  and 
Barbara  Jean,  at  home.  There  are  seventeen  grandchil- 
dren, also  one  brother  and  two  sisters. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  Luther 
Shatto  and  C.  E.  Holmes.  Two  of  Bro.  Breshear's  favor- 
ite hymns  were  sung  as  special  numbers:  No  Disap- 
pointment in  Heaven  and  My  Task  Is  Done.  The  text 
was  from  Job  14:  14:  "If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?" 
At  the  close  of  the  sermon,  in  accordance  with  mother's 
request  and  as  a  testimony  of  the  hope  that  is  within  us, 
the  family  sang: 

I   will  meet   you   in   the   morning, 

Just    inside    the    Eastern    Gate; 
Then   be   ready,   faithful  pilgrim, 

Lest  with  you  it  be   too   late. 

If  you  hasten  off  to  glory, 

Linger  near  the   Eastern   Gate; 
For   I'm   coming   in   the   morning. 

So   you'll  not   have  long  to  wait. 

Keep  your  lamps  all  trimmed  and  burning, 
For   the   Bridegroom  watch  and   wait; 

He'll  be  with  us   at  the   meeting, 
Just   inside    the    Eastern   Gate. 

Oh,  the  joy  of  that  glad  meeting 

With  the   saints  who  for  us   wait; 
What  a  blessed  happy  meeting, 

Just  inside  the  Eastern  Gate. 
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Interment  was  made  in  the  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  near 
the  church. 

Omak,  Wash.  Mrs.  Florence  Mohler  Breshears. 


Morning 

I  drive  away  the  darkness  of  night. 

I  bring  new  life,  new  hope  and  new  courage  to  a  wak- 
ening world. 

I  quicken  the  step  of  the  laborer  as  he  goes  to  his  daily 
task. 

I  bring  a  smile  to  the  face  of  the  mother  as  she  toils 
for  her  loved  ones.  I  bring  gladness  to  the  heart  of  the 
child  at  play. 

I  brighten  the  eye  of  the  sufferer  and  cheer  the  heart 
of  the  sorrowing. 

I  bring  new  opportunities  to  the  discouraged  ones, 
helping  them  to  renew  their  faith  and  trust  in  God. 

The  flowers  lift  up  their  heads  and  the  birds  break 
forth  in  song  when  I  come,  for  I  am  a  blessing. 

I  am  morning. 

Fairfield,  Pa.  Minnie  E.  Kline. 


Mary  Frances  Durr 

Sister   Mary    Frances    Durr    was    born    near    Carmichaels,    Pa., 
Nov.  15,  1865.     She  died  in  Glendora,  Calif.,  Dec.  20,  1940,  at  the 
age  of  75  years,   1  month  and  5  days. 
In    October    of    1890    she    was    united    in   marriage    to    Brother 

Francis  F.  Durr,  and 
to  this  happy  and 
faithful  union  were 
born  three  boys  and 
two  girls.  One  son 
died  in  infancy. 

Having  been  born 
in  a  very  religious 
home,  and  seeing 
the  need  of  a  close 
walk  with  the  Sa- 
vior, she  united 
with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in 
June,    1904. 

Bro.  Durr  was  a 
minister  and  elder 
in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  in  his 
long  and  faithful 
service  in  the  church 
he  was  inspired  and 
encouraged  by  the 
Christian  love  and 
loyalty  of  his  noble 
companion.  They 
early  saw  the  need 
of  the  family  altar 
of  prayer,  and  each 
day  knelt  with  their 
children  in  this  con- 
secrated approach  to 
God.  Their  children 
and  hosts  of  friends 
remember  them  as  living  true  to  the  doctrines  and  teachings  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  until  called  from  this  life. 

Brother  Durr  passed  away  on  Sept.  6,  1934.  Since  that  time 
Sister  Durr  has  lived  with  her  children.  Surviving  the  deceased 
are  the  following  children:  Mrs.  Ella  Hoard,  Mrs.  Donna  Merry- 
man.  Arthur  Durr,  all  of  Glendora,  Calif.,  and  Ed  Durr  of 
Smithfield,  Pa.  Also  two  brothers  survive:  Marshall  Collins  of 
Carmichaels,  and  Calvin  Collins  of  Masontown,  Pa. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  Glendora  on  Dec.  22,  with  Eld- 
ers W.  H.  Wertenbaker  and  Cecil  Cline  in  charge.  The  body 
was  then  taken  to  Pennsylvania  where  services  were  held  on 
Dec.  29  in  the  Fairview  church  with  Eld.  George  Wright  in 
■charge.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery  at  the  side  of 
her   companion. 

Glendora,   Calif.  Arthur   A.   Durr. 


A  Sixty-second  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Schroll  of  711  Sev- 
enth Ave.,  W.,  Hutchinson.  Kans.,  celebrated  their  sixty-second 
-wedding    anniversary. 

Frank  Schroll  of  Defiance  County,  Ohio,  and  Katherine  Kauf- 


man of  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  were  united  in  marriage  near  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  Jan.  5,  1879.  In  1885  they  moved  to  Hutchinson, 
Kans.,  where  they  resided  for  six  years,  then  returned  to  Indi- 
ana. 

In  1908  they  moved  back  to  Hutchinson  and  have  since  made 
it  their  home. 


They  are  charter  members  of  the  Hutchinson  church.  Bro. 
Schroll  was  elected  deacon  in  1914.  The  Schrolls  have  both  been 
true  and  faithful  workers  for  the  church.  It  is  very  interesting 
to  listen  to  them  tell  about  how  church  work  used  to  be  done. 
They  are  still  able  to  attend  church  a  part  of  the  time. 

Grandma  was  eighty-two  Nov.  5  and  Grandpa  eighty-six  Jan. 
31.  Both  get  around  quite  well  and  do  a  greater  portion  of  car- 
ing for  themselves. 

Their  children  are  Mrs.  Mayme  Harbough  of  North  Liberty, 
Ind.,  Mrs.  Mabel  Criswell  of  Tyrone,  Okla.,  and  Harry  Schroll 
of  Hutchinson.  They  have  eighteen  grandchildren  and  eleven 
great-grandchildren.  It  pleases  them  very  much  to  hear  from 
old  friends. 


Hutchinson,   Kans. 


Mrs.    Steve   Moyer. 


Susan  Pence  Bowman 

Susan  Pence  Bowman  was  born  Nov.  26,  1856,  in  Rockingham 
County,  Va.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Daniel   F.   Bowman,   who   preceded   her   in   death  eight  years 

ago.  After  her  mar- 
riage she  came  to  live 
in  the  Knob  Creek 
community  near  John- 
son City,  Tenn.  She 
lived  in  this  community 
sixty  years.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this 
union,  five  of  whom 
survive.  They  are  Mrs. 
Minor  W.  Miller  and 
Mrs.  Charles  Wright  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  Mrs. 
Ben  Miller,  Blacksburg. 
Va.,  Mrs.  Claud  Sim- 
mons, Johnson  City, 
Tenn..  and  Joe  W.  Bow- 
man, Johnson  City, 
Tenn. 

It  was  their  happy 
privilege  to  celebrate 
their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  in  May  1930. 
Sister  Bowman  lived 
faithful  to  her  baptis- 
mal vows.  Being  a 
minister's  wife,  she  al- 
ways had  the  opportu- 
nity of  being  closely  connected  with  the  church.  It  can  be  truly 
said  that  she  loved  her  Lord  and  her  church.  The  only  reason 
known  for  absence  from  church  was  sickness,  and  this  was  rare. 
Brother  and  Sister  Bowman  organized  the  first  Sunday  school 
at  the  Knob  Creek  church.  Seeing  the  need  for  an  aid  society 
Sister  Bowman,  with  the  co-operation  of  several  other  sisters, 
organized    the   Knob   Creek    aid    society. 

The  evils  of  the  present  day  troubled  Sister  Bowman,  but  she 
never  failed  to  be  cheerful.  To  see  right  living  and  the  church 
move  forward  made  her  heart  exceedingly  glad.  Her  home  was 
a  place  of  hospitality  for  many  ministers  and  other  brethren. 
She  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  anyone  in  need. 
As   was   her   request,   the   funeral   service   was   brief   and   was 
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conducted  in  the  Knob  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  her 
pastor,   the  writer,  assisted   by  Bro.   W.   H.   Swadley.     She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Mont  Vista  cemetery. 
Johnson  City,  Term.  Frank  W.  Isenberg. 


Sharpe  Fiftieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

Brother  and  Sister  William  Sharpe  of  Blissfield,  Mich.,  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  at  their  home  on  Feb.  4, 
1941.  Before  her  marriage  Sister  Sharpe  was  Miss  Emma  Stutz- 
man,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Stutzman  of  Delta, 
Ohio.  She  was  born  April  22,  1872.  Bro.  Sharpe  was  born  to 
the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Sharpe,  July  24,  1867,  at  Liberty 
Center,  Ohio.  Brother  and  Sister  Sharpe  were  married  at  the 
home  of  her  parents,  Feb.  4,  1891.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Mrs.  Louis  Lombard  of  Bliss- 
field,  Mich.,  and  Mrs.  Russel  McNutt  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Many 
friends  and  relatives  called  on  them.  They  received  many  lovely 
gifts  from  their  guests.  Brother  and  Sister  Sharpe  are  both 
active    members    of    the    Fairview    Church    of    the    Brethren. 


Jasper,   Mich. 


Ada   Leininger. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Barkley-Lanlz. — Nov.  20,  1940,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  Eden 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Clarence  Barkley  and  Ruby  Lantz, 
both  of  Canton. — Dwight  B.  Horner,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Darsl-Schuberi. — John  Wesley  Darst  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
Martha  Thelma  Schubert,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Brother  and  Sister  S.  H.  Schubert  of  Alvada,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1941, 
by  the  undersigned. — Glenn  J.  Fruth,  Alvada,  Ohio. 

Herrmann-Peaxce. — On  Jan.  30,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  at 
the  home  of  the  bridegroom,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Robert  C.  Herr- 
mann and  Margaret  V.  Pearce. — Frederick  D.  Anthony,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Leckrone-Winger. — By  the  undersigned.  Jan.  25,  1941,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Brother  and  Sister  John  L.  Winger, 
of  the  Eel  River  congregation,  Bro.  Robert  Leckrone  and  Sister 
Leona   Winger. — Otho    Winger,    North    Manchester,    Ind. 

McClemens-Shaffer. — Leo  Richard  McClemens  and  Frieda  Pearl 
Shaffer,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  Jan.  22,  1941. — Boyd 
N.  Lehman,  Blough,  Pa. 

Rohrer-Paulus. — Feb.  8,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned. 
Canton,  Ohio,  David  Rohrer  of  Bolivar,  Ohio,  and  Edith  Paulus  of 
East  Sparta,  Ohio. — Dwight  B.  Horner,  Canton,  Ohio. 

Sawyer-Landes. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Morrill  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Dec.  28,  1940,  Bro.  Charles  House  Sawyer  and  Sis- 
ter Florence  Irene  Landis,  both  of  Hamlin,  Kans. — W.  A.  Kinzie, 
Morrill,   Kans. 

Weaver-Polter. — Feb.  8,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned, 
in  Canton,  Ohio,  Wilbur  Weaver  of  Jerome,  Pa.,  and  Dorothy 
Potter  of  Canton,  Ohio. — Dwight  Horner,  Canton,   Ohio. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Babb,  Mary  Jane,  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va., 
April  3,  1847,  and  died  at  her  home  near  Sulphur  Springs,  Ark., 
Dec.  29,  1940.  She  moved  with  her  parents  to  Tennessee  when 
she  was  five  years  old.  She  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  an  early  age.  On  Dec.  31,  1867,  she  was  married  to  Philip 
Hudson  Babb,  to  which  union  were  born  six  children.  Surviving 
are  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  1871  she  moved  with  her  hus- 
band to  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  where  on  April  16,  1889,  her  husband 
passed  away.  She  and  her  three  children  remained  at  Fayette- 
ville for  a  number  of  years,  then  located  near  Sulphur  Springs. 
Until  the  last  few  years  Mother  Babb  was  a  busy  woman,  with 
weaving  as  her  principal  occupation.  She  wrote  a  book  of 
poems,  which  she  dedicated  to  her  children.  Possessing  high 
ideals,  she  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her.  The  funeral 
service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Chas.  E.  Painter  at  the  J.  T. 
Dunn  funeral  home  in  Sulphur  Springs.  Interment  was  at  Fay- 
etteville in  the  Fairview  cemetery  beside  her  husband. — Effie  H. 
Babb,   Sulphur   Springs,   Ark. 

Beck,  Sarah  E.,  was  born  March  7,  1866,  in  York  County,  Pa., 
the  daughter  of  Oliver  Beck  and  Mary  Falkenstein  Beck  King. 
She  died  Jan.  13,  1941,  of  pneumonia  in  the  Fitzgerald  Mercy 
hospital  near  Philadelphia,  Pa.  For  over  forty  years  she  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Germantown  church,  having  been  bap- 
tized there  during  the  pastorate  of  Elder  G.  N.  Falkenstein. 
Although  living  eighty  miles  away  during  more  than  half  of  that 
time,  she  did  not  miss  a  love  feast  at  the  Germantown  church 
through  the  forty  years  until  illness  prevented  her  being  pres- 
ent at  the  one  in  October.  While  living  in  Philadelphia  she  was 
employed  as  a  nurse.  Then  for  twenty-five  years  she  operated 
a  rooming  house  at  Ocean  City,  N.  J.  Surviving  are  two  broth- 
ers, five  stepbrothers  and  three  stepsisters.     Funeral  services  in 


the  Germantown  church  were  conducted  by  Pastor  B.  F.  Waltz. 
Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Rebecca  Foutz,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Bolyard,  Charles,  son  of  Solomon  and  Mary  Bolyard,  was  born 
Feb.  3,  1840,  in  Richland  County,  Ohio.  He  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Wyandot  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  When  a 
young  man  he  volunteered  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  In  August,  1866, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Catherine  Fitzgearald;  to  this  union 
were  born  twelve  children.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
Dec.  4,  1891.  He  kept  his  family  together  until  March,  1898, 
when  he  moved  to  Cando,  N.  Dak.  Twenty-two  years  ago  he 
came  to  Hubbard  County,  Minn.,  where  he  made  his  home  with 
his  youngest  daughter.  Here  as  in  other  localities  where  he 
lived,  he  made  many  friends  and  enjoyed  working  and  sharing. 
During  his  latter  years  he  looked  forward  to  his  one  hundredth 
birthday,  which  he  happily  enjoyed  nearly  one  year  ago.  Had 
he  lived  two  more  weeks  he  would  have  been  101  years  old.  His 
picture  and  a  write-up  of  his  birthday  dinner  were  in  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger.  In  the  summer  of  1936  Bro.  Bolyard  became  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  with  his  granddaughter  was 
baptized.  He  found  pleasure  in  reading  his  Bible  as  long  as  he 
could  see  to  read.  The  last  year  had  been  a  lonely  time  as  he 
could  not  hear  or  see  to  read.  He  died  Jan.  20,  1941,  after  an 
attack  of  influenza.  Besides  three  sons  and  two  daughters  there 
survive  thirty-seven  grandchildren,  forty-six  great-grandchildren 
and  five  great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Ibertson  funeral  home  in  Bemidji,  with  Bro.  Harold  Dun- 
canson  and  Bro.  Frank  Allen  in  charge.  Interment  was  at  Ege- 
land,  N.  Dak. — Mrs.  Frank  Allen,  Guthrie,  Minn. 

Brownsberger,  Albert  Joseph,  was  born  at  Lime  City,  Ohio, 
April  17,  1866,  and  died  at  the  Morgan  Rest  Home,  Claremont, 
Calif.,  Dec.  1,  1940.  He  was  married  first  to  Minnie  May  at 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  April  17,  1890;  she  died  Dec.  16,  1894.  From 
this  union  one  daughter  survives.  On  March  4,  1897,  Mr.  Browns- 
berger married  Anna  Stella  Simmons  at  Lime  City,  Ohio.  Ten 
years  later  they  moved  to  Phoenix.  Ariz.;  then  in  1922  they 
moved  to  La  Verne  to  educate  their  children.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  four  sons,  five  daughters,  thirteen  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild.  After  moving  to  La  Verne  the  Browns- 
berger family  became  identified  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  was  a  deeply  religious  man,  putting  the  church  first  in 
his  life.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  church  by  Pastor  D.  W. 
Kurtz.  Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery,  La  Verne. — 
Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Buck,  George  Robert,  son  of  the  late  Napoleon  I.  and  Mary 
Magdoline  Fahnestock  Buck,  died  Jan.  16,  at  the  age  of  85  years. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine,  two  of  whom  survive.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  his  home  near  Mt.  Solon  by  .riev. 
Hoffard  M.  Every  of  the  Mossy  Creek  Presbyterian  church,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  C.  A.  Click  of  the  Sangerville  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Burial  was  in  the  family  plot  in  the  Sangerville  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Verna  Z.  Sheetz,  Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

Christian,  John,  son  of  Daniel  and  Lydia  Warner  Christian,  was 
born  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  Dec.  11,  1857.  He  came  to  Indiana  in 
his  early  life,  settling  near  Huntington.  Here  he  was  baptized 
on  Dec.  1,  1884,  and  elected  to  the  ministry  in  April  1896,  and 
later  ordained  to  the  eldership.  On  Aug.  31,  1908,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ada  Markley.  An  only  son  died  in  1923.  In  1914 
Bro.  Christian  brought  his  family  to  the  Walnut  community 
near  Argos,  Ind.,  where  they  lived  for  many  years.  Here  he  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  church  until  he  retired  a  few  years 
ago.  More  than  four  years  ago  he  moved  to  Plymouth.  There 
he  died  on  Jan.  19,  1941.  Bro.  Christian  earnestly  loved  the 
church.  He  manifested  a  strong  faith  in  God  and  was  devoted 
to  the  progress  of  his  kingdom.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
young  people.  His  wife  survives.  Funeral  services  'were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  at  the  Walnut  church,  and  burial  was  in 
the  adjacent  cemetery. — C.  C.  Cripe,  Argos,  Ind. 

Clipp,  Judith  Ann,  daughter  of  Thane  and  Gertrude  Clipp,  died 
of  pneumonia  in  the  Elkhart  general  hospital,  Jan.  24,  1941,  aged 
4  months  and  18  days.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  her 
grandparents  and  her  great-grandmother.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  home  of  the  grandparents  by  the  writer,  with 
burial  in  the  Olive  cemetery. — G.   W.  Phillips,   Elkhart,   Ind. 

Coblentz,  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  Erbaugh,  was 
born  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  March  29,  1855,  and  died  at  her  home 
in  Bunker  Hill,  Jan.  26,  1941.  The  family  moved  to  Ohio,  and 
later  she  returned  to  Miami  County,  Ind.  She  was  married  to 
Samuel  Coblentz,  April  3,  1873;  to  this  union  five  children  were 
born.  The  husband  preceded  her  in  death  in  1924  and  a  daugh- 
ter in  1917.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Pipe  Creek  church. 
Surviving  are  three  daughters,  one  son,  seven  grandchildren,  six- 
teen great-grandchildren,  one  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Pipe  Creek  church  by  Brethren  T.  A. 
Shively  and  Milo  Huffman. — Martha  O.  Hessong,  Peru,  Ind. 

Dawson,  Minerva  M.,  was  born  at  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  Dec.  25, 
1861,  but  spent  most  of  her  life  in  the  Tippecanoe  neighborhood. 
She  held  her  membership  in  the  Walnut  church.  Her  husband,. 
James  M.  Dawson,  and  two  daughters  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  died  at  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home  on  Jan.  29,  1941.  Four 
grandchildren  survive.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer  in  the  Walnut  church. — C.  C.   Cripe,  Argos,   Ind. 

Degner,  Mary  M.  Dellett,  born  near  Lewistown,  Pa.,  January, 
1863,  died  Dec.  19,  1940,  at  Albert  City,  Iowa.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Philip  Peffer.     She  was  married  twice,  her  first  husband,. 
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Wilson  S.  Dellett,  preceding  her  in  death  in  1917.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  second  husband,  Frederick  Degner,  a  daughter,  a 
son,  three  sisters  and  two  brothers.  Sister  Degner  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Lewistown  Church  of  the  Brethren.  From 
1897  to  1899,  while  Brother  and  Sister  Dellett  resided  in  Shamo- 
kin,  Pa.,  they  started  a  Sunday  school  in  their  home,  which  was 
later  taken  over  by  the  home  mission  board  and  eventually  be- 
came the  present  Shamokin  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Lawrence  Ruble.  Burial  was 
at  Lewistown. — O.  O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Dippery,  Lizzy  Ruble,  wife  of  William  Dippery,  was  born  in 
Fergson  Valley,  Pa.,  on  June  22,  1880,  and  died  at  her  home  Aug. 
5,  1940.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and  three  daughters. 
Sister  Dippery  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  February, 
1915.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Living  Links  class  and  the 
sisters'  aid  society,  to  which  she  was  very  loyal.  Services  were 
conducted  by  her  pastor,  H.  B.  Heisey.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt. 
Rock  cemetery. — O.   O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Ebling,  John  M.,  son  of  George  and  the  late  Sybilla  Merkey 
Ebling,  was  born  March  7,  1897,  and  departed  this  life  at  his 
home  on  Jan.  18,  1941.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, March  25,  1917.  He  served  as  a  railway  mail  clerk  for  twen- 
ty-three years.  Surviving  are  his  father,  three  brothers  and  five 
sisters.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  at  the  Merkey  meet- 
inghouse by  Elders  George  G.  Snyder  and  Ira  D.  Gibbel,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  H.  J.  Noftsinger  of  Hegins,  Pa.  Burial  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Stella  D.  Merkey,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Fetter,  Alvin  C.  M..  born  Dec.  18,  1891,  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Coffman  Fetter,  passed  away  very  sud- 
denly at  his  home  in  Smithville,  Ohio,  Dec.  31,  1940,  after  spend- 
ing an  enjoyable  evening  at  church  with  friends.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miriam  Hoff  on  July  3,  1915.  Bro.  Fetter  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Wooster  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years, 
serving  as  teacher,  superintendent,  trustee  and  deacon  and  on 
numerous  boards.  He  led  an  active,  helpful,  Christian  life.  In 
1937  he  became  associated  with  the  A.  E.  Taylor  Realty  Company 
of  Wooster.  He  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithville  all  his  life. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Wooster,  of  the  Smith- 
ville Promoters  Club  and  the  Smithville  Grange.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  one  daughter,  one  brother  and  five  sisters.  Memorial 
services  were  held  in  the  Wooster  church,  conducted  by  Pastor 
W.  D.  Fisher.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  the  church. — 
Mrs.  Ivan  Moomaw,  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Flora,  Elizabeth  Ikenberry,  widow  of  Eld.  Riley  Flora,  was 
born  Aug.  15,  1850,  and  departed  this  life  Jan.  29,  1941.  She  was 
the  mother  of  five  children.  Two  sons,  thirty-one  grandchildren 
and  forty-two  great-grandchildren  survive.  She  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  church,  and  its  oldest  member.  She 
took  a  very  active  and  sacrificial  part  in  helping  to  build  the  first 
church  in  the  community.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  heritage 
that  has  come  to  us  through  this  mother,  and  the  influence  of 
her  home  in  our  community.  She  had  been  blind  for  eleven 
years,  but  during  her  shut-in  days  was  very  patient  and  main- 
tained an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  community. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  church  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Neff, 
assisted  by  others.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — 
Eunice  N.  Myers,  Boone  Mill,  Va. 

Frushour,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.,  died  Dec.  5,  1940,  aged  74  years  and 
10  months.  One  daughter  died  in  infancy.  She  is  survived  by 
seven  children.  In  1935  she  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Her  helpfulness,  kindness,  courage  and  joyous 
faith  will  long  be  remembered  by  her  children  and  her  friends. 
Bro.  Roger  Shively,  assisted  by  three  other  ministers,  was  in 
charge  of  the  funeral  services. — Mrs.  Dale  Heeter,  Liberty  Mills, 
Ind. 

Glunt,  Edward  Walter,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Folkereth 
Glunt,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  July  27,  1886. 
Most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  farm  work  in  Wayne  County,  Ind., 
where  he  moved  with  his  parents  in  1899.  On  March  10,  1906,  he 
■was  married  to  Mattie  Cecil  Nolte.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  His  parents  were  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  the  family  worshiped  at  the  Beech 
Grove  and  Cedar  Grove  churches  in  Ohio.  In  1914  he  and  his 
companion  joined  the  Methodist  Church.  Six  years  ago  diabetes 
developed  and  he  had  been  in  poor  health  since.  Because  of  this 
he  and  his  wife  were  preparing  to  leave  the  farm  and  move  to 
Brownsville,  Ind.,  where  they  had  a  grocery  store,  when  he  suf- 
fered an  attack  of  pneumonia.  Diabetic  complications  arose  and 
he  died  at  Reid  Memorial  hospital  in  Richmond,  Jan.  27,  1941. 
Surviving  are  the  wife,  three  children,  two  granddaughters,  four 
brothers  and  two  half  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Welfer  funeral  home  in  Richmond,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Theo- 
dore Eley.  Interment  was  in  the  Goshen  cemetery. — Iva  Glunt. 
Richmond,   Ind. 

Heishman,  Gustus,  son  of  Philip  and  Maggie  Heishman,  was 
born  near  Muncie,  Ind.,  on  April  12,  1878,  and  died  at  his  home 
on  Aug.  10,  1940.  At  the  age  of  one  year  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Iowa,  where  they  settled  near  Sheridan.  There  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bettie  Miller  on 
Jan.  4,  1899.  To  this  union  one  daughter  and  two  sons  were  born. 
Besides  his  immediate  family,  he  leaves  six  grandchildren,  two 
brothers  and  three  half  brothers.  His  father,  mother,  one  sister 
and  four  brothers  preceded  him  in  death.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  left  Sheridan  to  live  on  a  farm  several  miles  east, 
where  he  lived  to  the  time  of  his  death.  A  few  months  prior 
to   his  death   he   united   with   the   Presbyterian   Church.     In   the 


spring  of  1939  he  had  a  serious  illness  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered,  although  he  was  able  to  be  up.  A  devoted  husband, 
a  kind  father,  and  a  loyal  citizen  and  friend,  he  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Pres- 
byterian church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  Kyte,  who 
was  a  long-time  friend  of  the  family.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — H.  N.  Butler,  Brooklyn,  Iowa. 

Heifer.  Charles  Wesley,  was  born  at  Arcadia,  Ohio,  Dec.  24, 
1874,  and  died  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  Feb.  2,  1941.  He  married 
Marietta  Dickey,  Dec.  25,  1894.  They  came  to  California  from 
Ashland,  Ohio,  thirty-three  years  ago;  they  lived  at  Raisin  City 
twenty  years  and  then  moved  to  La  Verne.  Bro.  Heifer  became 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Ohio  in  1895  and 
three  years  later  was  installed  as  a  deacon;  he  served  faithfully 
for  over  forty-two  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  Sun- 
day-school secretary  at  La  Verne,  at  which  task  he  worked  most 
faithfully.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  four  sons,  five  daughters 
and  eight  grandchildren.  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz,  assisted  by  Bro. 
J.  P.  Dickey  of  Pomona,  was  in  charge  of  the  funeral  service. 
Interment  was  in  the  Pomona  cemetery. — Grace  Hileman  Miller. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 

Hollinger,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Anna  Phillipi. 
was  born  April  30,  1854,  and  died  Oct.  31,  1940,  at  her  home  near 
Dayton,  Ohio.  On  Jan.  20,  1889,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Joseph  Hollinger,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in  December  1937. 
Very  early  in  life  she  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was 
through  the  years  a  devoted  and  active  member.  She  was  a 
woman  of  fine  Christian  character  and  had  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter  and  one  step- 
daughter. Services  in  the  Greenville  church  were  conducted  by 
Eld.  Ira  Blocher  and  the  writer,  her  pastor.  Burial  -was  in  the 
Palestine  cemetery. — C.  F.  McKee,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Imler,  Donald  Arthur,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Kagarise  Im- 
ler  of  Lafayettesville,  was  seriously  burned  on  Christmas  eve- 
ning and  died  at  the  Nason  hospital  six  hours  later.  He  was 
born  at  Salemville,  May  10,  1936.  Besides  his  parents  he  is  sur- 
vived by  five  brothers,  two  sisters  and  one  half  sister.  Funeral 
services  in  the  Salemville  church  were  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  I. 
Pepple,  assisted  by  Bro.  Paul  Hoover.  Interment  was  in  the 
Holsinger  cemetery. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Kagarise,  Susan,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Salem- 
ville, Jan.  18,  1941.  She  was  born  at  New  Enterprise,  July  17, 
1859,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Christine  Friend  Clouse.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Frank  Kagarise.  who  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  three  grandchildren  and 
two  brothers.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Services  were  conducted  at  the  Salemville  church  by  Bro.  Wil- 
fred N.  Staufer,  assisted  by  Bro.  D.  T.  Detwiler.  Interment  was 
in  the  Salemville  cemetery. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enterprise, 
Pa. 

Markley,  Rena  M.,  daughter  of  Manassas  and  Martha  Waller, 
was  born  near  Jeffersonville,  111.,  Dec.  14,  1870,  and  died  Jan.  31, 
1941,  at  her  home  in  Plymouth,  Ind.  Death  followed  an  illness 
of  several  months,  the  last  three  weeks  of  which  she  was  con- 
fined to  her  bed.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Markley 
on  Feb.  22,  1891,  at  Jeffersonville,  111.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  two  girls  and  five  boys.  Early  in  life  Mrs. 
Markley  became  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  but  united  » 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  which  her  husband  be- 
longed, in  December  1894.  Her  husband  was  called  to  the  min- 
istry at  the  Rock  Lake  congregation  in  North  Dakota  on  July  7, 
1900,  and  later  to  the  eldership  on  Nov.  21,  1908.  In  these  two 
callings  she  served  faithfully  with  him  while  he  was  pastor  of 
churches  in  North  Dakota,  Indiana,  and  Oklahoma,  and  elder  of 
one  or  more  churches  in  Northern  Indiana.  She  remained  true 
to  her  church,  believing  in  all  of  its  doctrines  and  practices. 
Often  she  took  charge  of  the  family  and  farm  work  while  her 
husband  was  attending  a  conference  or  holding  a  revival  meet- 
ing. At  the  time  of  her  death  she  was  a  member  of  the  Plymouth 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Brother  and  Sister  Markley  would 
have  been  married  fifty  years  on  Feb.  22  had  she  remained. 
Some  plans  for  their  golden  wedding  had  already  been  made. 
Her  husband,  all  the  children,  a  brother,  a  half  brother  and 
eighteen  grandchildren  survive. — Mrs.  Harry  Rohrer.  Plymouth. 
Ind. 

Maison,  William,  died  at  the  home  of  Allen  Metzger,  with 
whom  he  had  lived  since  the  death  of  his  wife  twenty  years  ago. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  His  departure  came  Jan.  31,  1941,  after  a  very  short  ill- 
ness, at  the  age  of  86  years.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of 
the  writer,  at  the  Eel  River  church.  Interment  was  in  the  Ulrey 
Memorial  cemetery. — George  W.  Deaton,  Claypool.  Ind. 

Miller,  Anna  Mae,  aged  64,  passed  away  on  Nov.  8  at  her  home 
in  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  following  an  illness  of  about  five  months. 
Mrs.  Miller  had  resided  in  Warrensburg  since  her  marriage  on 
Dec.  25,  1935,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Warrensburg  church. 
She  was  born  in  southern  Missouri.  She  had  been  formerly 
married  to  Wm.  James  in  1895.  Mr.  James  died  in  July  1918. 
Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  six  sons  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  James  M.  Mohler  of 
Leeton.  Burial  was  at  Sunset  Hill. — Grace  S.  Greim.  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo. 

Miller,  Martha  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Barbara  Yoder 
Eshleman,  was  born  March  30,  1868,  and  died  at  her  home  in 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  Jan.  29,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  seven  weeks. 
She  was   united   in  marriage   to   Ira   B.   Miller   on  May   17,    1891. 
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Four  children  were  born  to  this  union,  one  son  preceding  her  in 
death.  Sister  Miller  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
her  girlhood.  She  called  for  the  anointing  service  prior  to  her 
passing.  Surviving  her  are  two  daughters,  one  son,  two  brothers, 
four  sisters,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 
Short  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  of  Rev.  L.  L.  Rassi  of 
the  M.  B.  C.  church  and  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the 
pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  with  Bro.  David  Metzler  assisting. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bremen  cemetery. — Mrs.  Floyd  E. 
Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Montel.  Samuel,  son  of  Abraham  and  Magdoline  Frantz  Montel. 
was  born  May  3,  1852.  He  was  married  to  Phoebe  Metzger,  June 
3,  1877.  A  companionship  of  almost  sixty-three  years  was  broken 
by  her  death  last  year.  Seven  of  their  ten  children  are  living, 
also  forty-seven  grandchildren  and  thirty-five  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Eel  River  church  for  many 
years  and  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  township  of  his  birth.  His 
death  occurred  Jan.  21,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Eel  River  church,  conducted  by  Bro.  Lee  R.  Smith  and  the 
writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Ulrey  Memorial  cemetery. — George 
W.  Deaton,  Claypool,  Ind. 

Moyer,  Sister  Lizzie  Ann,  died  Jan.  24,  in  her  home  in  Leder- 
rach.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Tyson  and  the 
widow  of  John  Moyer.  She  was  baptized  in  the  Indian  Creek 
church,  and  was  a  loyal  and  faithful  member  all  her  life.  A 
devoted  mother  to  her  children,  who  loved  and  honored  her,  she 
left  them  the  heritage  of  her  patience  and  steadfast  faith.  She 
was  eighty-four  years  old.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck  of  Ambler.— Elizabeth  R.  Blough,  Hatfield, 
Pa. 

Musselman,  Emma,  daughter  of  the  late  Peter  and  Martha 
Ottstot  Shuyler,  was  born  near  Millersville,  May  25,  1880,  and 
died  Oct.  30,  1940,  of  a  complication  of  diseases.  She  married 
Bro.  Ira  Musselman  in  1904.  Two  daughters,  one  son,  a  brother 
and  two  sisters  survive.  Sister  Musselman  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  church  for  many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Groff  funeral  home,  conducted  by  Pastor  M.  J.  Weaver 
and  Bro.  H.  B.  Yoder,  with  interment  in  the  Herr's  Brethren 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Kenton  M.   Cox,   Lancaster,  Pa. 

Myers,  Charity  Ann,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Mary  Ann  Garnand, 
was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Md.,  Dec.  21,  1856,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Nead,  Ind.,  Jan.  17,  1941.  She  had  been  in  failing  health 
for  many  years.  The  family  moved  to  Miami  County,  Ind.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  David  Myers,  Dec.  23,  1875,  and  to 
this  union  seven  children  were  born.  Two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy, the  husband  in  1924,  and  a  son  in  1928.  Surviving  are  two 
daughters,  two  sons,  ten  grandchildren,  and  fourteen  great- 
grandchildren. She  was  a  member  of  the  Pipe  Creek  church  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Frank 
Fisher  of  Mexico,  assisted  by  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively. — Martha  O. 
Hessong,    Peru,   Ind. 

Neff,  Bro.  Henry,  was  born  near  New  Paris,  Feb.  7,  1866,  and 
died  Jan.  16,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Elkhart  after  an  illness  in  which 
he  was  bedfast  for  nearly  two  years.  Bro.  Neff  was  called  to  the 
ministry  in  the  Bremen  church  and  functioned  in  that  capacity 
in  various  churches  in  Elkhart  County.  He  also  served  as  music 
leader.  His  father,  Daniel,  and  his  grandfather,  Henry,  were 
also  ministers.  In  1891  he  married  Harriet  Bowser,  who  survives 
him.  He  is  also  survived  by  five  children,  one  having  preceded 
him  in  death.  Funeral  services  in  the  Elkhart  City  church  were 
conducted  by  the  writer,  with  interment  in  the  city  cemetery. — 
G.   W.   Phillips,    Elkhart,    Ind. 

Nelson,  Clinton  David,  was  born  in  Spencerville,  Ohio,  Jan.  15, 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,   June   18-24. 

DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton,   D.    C,    April    23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,    W.    Va.,   April    16,    17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Northwestern — Fostoria, 
March    20. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May   2,    3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — (To  be 
located),   April   30,    May    1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,   April  8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,  April  17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April    16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,  April   18,   19. 

Virginia.  Second — Waynesboro, 
April   23-25. 


LOVE  FEASTS 
California 
April    18,    Waterford. 
Indiana 

April    10,    Rock    Run. 
Kansas 

March     2,     7:30     pm,     Larned 
Rural. 

Maryland 

April  10.  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 

Ohio 
April   13,    Canton,   Maple   Ave- 
nue. 

Pennsylvania 

April    10,   Mount   Joy. 
April   10,   Waynesboro. 
April    13,    Coventry. 
April   13,    Somerset. 
April   13,   Windber. 
May    11,    Germantown. 

Virginia 
April   13,   4  pm,   Green   Hill. 


1862,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  La 
Verne,  Calif.  He  came  to  California  forty-seven  years  ago  from 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  made  his  home  in  Pomona  for  some 
years.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  became  manager  of  a  San  Dimas 
citrus  association,  which  position  he  held  for  nine  years.  From 
1906  until  1918,  he  was  engaged  in  the  building  business.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  built  many  of  the  larger  homes  in  La  Verne  and 
vicinity.  In  1918  he  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Nelson,  moved 
to  Long  Beach,  where  they  made  their  home  until  the  time  of 
her  death  in  1935.  Mr.  Nelson  then  moved  to  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  La  Verne  where  he  had  resided  since  that  time.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  La  Verne  for 
forty-five  years.  He  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  five  grand- 
children and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
La  Verne  church  by  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz  and  Eld.  J.  S.  Zimmer- 
man, a  former  pastor  of  the  deceased.  Interment  was  in  the 
Evergreen  cemetery,  La  Verne. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

Ruble.  Clara  Walters,  wife  of  Milton  C.  Ruble,  was  born  in 
Milroy,  Pa.,  Sept.  3,  1871,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1940,  at  her  home  in 
Lewistown,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son,  one 
daughter  and  four  grandchildren.  She  was  a  consistent  and  de- 
vout member  of  the  church,  and  when  able  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant of  the  Living  Links  class  of  the  Sunday  school.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  a  former  pastor. 
Interment  was  in  the  Lind  Memorial  cemetery,  Lewistown. — 
O.  O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Scholl,  Annie  E.,  was  born  Feb.  22,  1870,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Richfield,  Jan.  27.  1941. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Rhine  Smith  and  a 
niece  of  the  late  Prof.  Jacob  Smith,  who  was  better  known  to  the 
brotherhood.  On  June  3,  1901,  she  was  married  to  William  G. 
Scholl,  who  passed  away  several  years  ago.  To  this  union  was 
born  one  daughter,  at  whose  home  she  spent  her  last  days.  She 
was  a  consistent  and  faithful  member  of  the  church.  She  had 
been  a  constant  and  appreciative  reader  of  the  Messenger  all  her 
life.  She  lived  in  the  bounds  of  the  Lost  Creek  congregation. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Richfield  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Pastor  J.  A.  Buffenmyer.  Her  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Richfield  cemetery  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band.— C.  E.  Grapes,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Schuyler,  Charles  Wesley,  son  of  Jesse  and  Rhebecca  Schuyler, 
was  born  near  Lapel,  Ind.,  March  2,  1864,  and  departed  this  life 
Jan.  16,  1941.  He  was  married  in  1897  to  his  brother's  widow, 
Hester  Covedale  Schuyler.  He  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
helping  to  rear  the  four  children  in  the  home  into  useful  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  This  companion  and  the  four  children, 
seventeen  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchildren  sur- 
vive. He  united  with  the  Beech  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren 
twenty-nine  years  ago  and  was  installed  in  the  deacon's  office  a 
few  years  later.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Beech 
Grove  church  by  Bro.  E.  O.  Norris,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ira  Hiatt  and 
Bro.  Joseph  Shepherd.  Burial  was  in  the  Gravel  Lawn  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Mary  Brandle,  Fortville,  Ind. 

Sheidler,  Minnie  Belle,  was  born  in  Paris,  111.,  Nov.  10,  1871, 
and  departed  this  life  Feb.  1,  1941,  in  her  home  in  Outlook,  Wash. 
In  1924  she  united  with  the  Evangelical  Church,  as  she  was  not 
near  a  church  of  her  choice  at  that  time.  She  attended  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  regularly  when  it  was  possible.  In  ill- 
health  for  some  time,  she  bore  her  suffering  with  patience. 
Very  unassuming  in  disposition,  she  formed  many  lasting  friend- 
ships. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one  son,  four  daughters, 
two  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Eld.  B.  J.  Fike  of  Glenwood,  Wash.  Burial  was  in  the  Sunny- 
side  cemetery. — Mrs.  C.  A.  Wagner,  Outlook,  Wash. 

Shick,  Bro.  John,  was  born  near  Ligonier,  Ind.,  Mar.  15,  1876, 
and  died  in  the  Robert  Long  hospital  in  Indianapolis,  Jan.  13, 
1941.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
about  thirty  years,  first  at  the  Syracuse  church,  but  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  in  Elkhart.  His  companion  survives.  Funeral 
services  in  the  Elkhart  City  church  were  conducted  by  the 
writer,  with  interment  in  the  city  cemetery. — G.  W.  Phillips, 
Elkhart,  Ind. 

Shoemaker,  Orpha,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ellen  Jane  Burk- 
ett,  was  born  at  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  April  14,  1870.  She  spent  prac- 
tically her  whole  life  in  Kosciusko  County.  In  1886  she  was 
married  to  Daniel  Shoemaker,  who  survives  with  five  sons. 
About  forty-five  years  ago  she  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  She  loved  her  church  and  her  family.  She  received  a 
great  blessing  from  the  anointing  service  a  week  before  her 
death,  and  was  resigned  to  the  will  of  God.  She  was  found  dead 
on  Jan.  25,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer 
at  the  Burkett  United  Brethren  church. — C.  C.  Cripe,  Argos,  Ind. 

Shuyler,  Martha  K.,  daughter  of  the  late  John  and  Martha 
Kline  Ottstot,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1853,  and  died  at  her  home 
Jan.  15,  1941.  Her  husband,  Peter  Shuyler,  died  twenty-three 
years  ago.  Sister  Shuyler  was  one  of  our  oldest  members.  She 
was  confined  to  her  home  for  a  number  of  years  but  was  always 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  church.  Her  oldest  daughter,  Sis- 
ter Emma  Musselman,  passed  away  just  eleven  weeks  earlier. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters  and  one  son.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Pastor  M.  J.  Weaver  and  Bro.  H.  B.  Yoder  at 
the  Groff  funeral  home  with  interment  in  the  Herr's  Brethren 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Kenton  M.  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Simpson,   Martha    Ann,    daughter    of    Silas    and    Rosanna   Mar- 
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tin,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1865,  in  Montgomery  County,  Iowa,  and 
passed  away  Dec.  22,  1940,  at  Fresno,  Calif.  She  was  married  to 
Albert  Simpson  on  Dec.  29,  1890.  Surviving  are  two  sons,  five 
daughters  and  seventeen  grandchildren.  Early  in  life  she  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  her  personal  Savior  and  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed, in  the  Yost  and  Webb  funeral  parlors.  Interment  was  in 
Belmont  Memorial  park,  Fresno. — C.  H.  Yoder,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Snider,  Jacob  W.,  son  of  Jacob  Ulry  and  Lovina  Gruver  Snider, 
was  born  July  28,  1854,  and  died  Jan.  30,  1941.  He  was  the  last 
of  his  father's  family  of  eight  children.  In  1876  he  married 
Carolyn  Teeter,  who  passed  away  in  1915.  Later  he  married 
Hannah  Bechtel  Koontz,  who  survives  with  four  sons  of  the  first 
marriage,  twelve  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild  and  three 
stepchildren.  Bro.  Snider  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  will  be  deeply  missed  in  the  home,  commu- 
nity and  church  where  he  attended  when  health  permitted.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  New  Enterprise  church  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  W.  N.  Staufer,  assisted  by  Bro.  D.  T.  Detwiler.  In- 
terment was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New 
Enterprise,  Pa. 

Snyder,  Benjamin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Snyder,  died 
Dec.  24,  1940,  aged  75  years,  2  months  and  23  days.  All  but  ten 
years  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio.  On 
Oct.  2,  1889,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ida  Snell  of  Leetonia, 
Ohio.  To  them  were  born  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  survive.  In  February,  1912,  he  united  with  the  Bethel- 
Mahoning  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  remained  faithful  to  the 
end.  Funeral  services  at  the  Zion  Hill  Church  of  the  Brethren 
were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Eld.  G.  S.  Strausbaugh.  Burial 
was  in  the  Leetonia  cemetery. — Mabel  E.  Strausbaugh,  Colum- 
biana, Ohio 

Steinberger,  Florence  M.,  died  at  her  home  in  Lewistown, 
Pa.,  on  Jan.  15,  1941.  She  was  born  in  Maitland,  the  daughter  of 
the  late  Rev.  Alfred  C.  and  Henrietta  Miller  Steinberger.  Sur- 
viving are  two  sisters  and  a  brother;  three  sisters  preceded  her 
in  death.  Sister  Steinberger  graduated  from  Juniata  College  and 
for  the  past  thirty-eight  years  had  been  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Mifflin  County.  She  was  a  faithful  and  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the  Living  Links  Sunday- 
school  class.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  her  pastor, 
Bro.  Harold  Snider.  Interment  was  in  the  Maitland  cemetery. 
— O.  O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Sweitzer,  Celestie  G.,  daughter  of  William  K.  and  Elizabeth 
Ziegler,  was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Md.,  June  16,  1888,  and 
passed  away  at  the  St.  Francis  hospital,  Freeport,  111.,  Jan.  26, 
1941.  She  was  third  in  a  family  of  four  children.  In  March,  1906, 
she  was  married  to  Henry  Sweitzer  in  Maryland.  They  both 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1910.  Mrs.  Sweitzer 
spent  her  girlhood  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  After  her 
marriage  she  lived  two  years  in  Illinois,  then  returned  to  her 
home  state  for  one  year,  later  returning  to  Carroll  County,  111., 
where  she  resided  until  her  death.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, a  daughter,  two  sons  and  two  sisters.  One  son  passed 
away  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sweitzer  was  a  kind  and  loving  mother, 
always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  others.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Cherry  Grove  church  with  the  writer  in 
charge.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Merle  R. 
Hawbecker,   Lanark,   111. 

Toms,  Mary  Elizabeth  Algire,  died  on  Jan.  25,  1941,  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  near  Brandon,  Ohio,  where  she  and  her  husband 
had  gone  to  spend  the  winter.  She  was  aged  86  years  and  11 
days.  On  April  2,  1878,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Allen 
Toms.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Jan.  24,  1909, 
and  was  a  faithful  and  devoted  member.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Ankenytown  Church  of  the  Brethren  near  her  home, 
by  Eld.  G.  S.  Strausbaugh,  assisted  by  her  pastor,  Eld.  Martin 
Krieger.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mabel  E. 
Strausbaugh,   Columbiana,   Ohio. 

Wampler,  Mary  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Elwin  and  Lucy  Cutler, 
was  born  at  Mechanicsville,  Ind.,  Jan.  8,  1871,  and  died  at  the 
McPherson  hospital,  Feb.  4,  1941.  When  eleven  years  of  age  she 
came  with  her  parents  to  make  her  home  on  a  farm  near  Girard, 
Kans.  On  Feb.  2,  1896,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  David  C. 
Wampler.  To  this  union  two  sons  were  born.  The  family  moved 
to  Garden  City,  Kans.,  in  1906  and  resided  there  until  1914,  when 
they  came  to  McPherson,  primarily  to  educate  their  boys  in  a 
Christian  college.  For  almost  a  year  Mrs.  Wampler  bore  af- 
fliction bravely  and  always  with  the  hope  and  spirit  of  getting 
•well.  She  leaves  her  husband,  two  sons,  four  grandchildren, 
■three  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Mrs.  Wampler  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  McPherson  after  having  served  in 
the  Methodist  Church  in  her  earlier  years.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  ladies'  aid  and  a  faithful  and  conscientious  Chris- 
tian. Her  specialty  was  to  do  small  kindnesses  for  others.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  her 
pastor,  Bernard  N.  King,  and  Eld.  J.  J.  Yoder  in  charge.  The 
"body  was  placed  in  a  crypt  of  the  McPherson  mausoleum. — 
Bernard  N.  King,  McPherson,  Kans. 

Weddle,  Lynda,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1871,  to  John  J.  and  Mary 
Scotton,  at  Markle,  Ind.,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
•dren.  When  she  was  seven  her  mother  died,  and  she  was  cared 
:for  by  an  older  sister  and  a  stepmother.  When  she  was  twenty- 
one  her  family  moved  to  Virginia.  Here  she  later  married  Will 
Johnson.    Widowed  a  year  later,  she  went  to  care  for  her  father, 


who  had  been  paralyzed.  After  his  death  she  moved  to  North 
Dakota  to  be  near  her  sister.  She  found  work  as  a  cook  at  a 
large  ranch  where  she  met  her  future  husband,  Joseph  L.  Wed- 
dle. They  were  married  Jan.  1,  1902.  To  them  were  born  a 
daughter  and  six  sons.  The  daughter,  four  sons  and  eight  grand- 
children survive.  Her  husband  died  in  1931,  and  two  sons  died 
in  infancy.  They  lived  in  North  Dakota  and  also  in  Canada  for 
about  twenty  years.  While  in  Canada  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  1907.  She  was  always  generous  with 
whatever  she  had.  No  one  was  turned  away  hungry  from  her 
door.  After  several  years  of  ill-health  she  died  at  her  home  near 
Tonasket,  Wash.,  on  Dec.  19,  1940.  Funeral  services  were  held 
from  the  Ellisforde  church,  with  her  pastor,  the  writer,  in 
charge,  assisted  by  Elders  C.  E.  Holmes  and  C.  Vern  Stern.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Ellisforde  cemetery. — Clement  Bontrager, 
Tonasket,  Wash. 

Weller,  Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Martha  Hyre 
Swinger,  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  21,  1860.  Early 
in  life  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  truly 
served  her  Master.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Weller, 
March  17,  1878,  and  for  almost  sixty-three  years  they  traveled 
life's  pathway  together.  They  lived  on  a  farm  at  La  Motte 
Prairie  until  about  twenty-three  years  ago  when  they  moved 
to  Hutsonville,  HI.  They  lived  there  until  the  time  of  her  death. 
She  had  no  children,  but  was  the  mother  to  two  foster  sons. 
Besides  her  aged  husband  and  the  two  foster  sons,  one  brother 
and  one  sister  remain.  Six  brothers  and  three  sisters  preceded 
her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor, 
Eld.  D.  C.  Ritchey,  at  the  Oak  Grove  church.  Interment  was 
in   the   cemetery   near   by. — Mrs.   Laura   Plunkett,   Palestine,   111. 

Whillock,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Rebecca  Walter 
Blackwell,  aged  95  years,  6  months  and  21  days,  died  at  her 
home  Dec.  11,  1940,  as  a  result  of  a  fall.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  George  W.  Whitlock  on  March  21,  1867.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children.  Her  husband  and  five  children 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daugh- 
ter, one  brother,  five  grandchildren,  sixteen  great-grandchildren 
and  one  great-great-grandchild.  She  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1915  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life.  Fu- 
neral services  at  the  home  were  conducted  by  Elders  C.  E.  Wil- 
liams and  W.  F.  Vest.  Interment  was  in  the  family  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  O.  R.  Whitlock,  Floyd,  Va. 

Wine,  Jacob  William,  son  of  the  late  Benjamin  and  Catherine 
Wine,  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  near  Timberville,  Va.,  on  Feb. 
6,  1941,  at  the  age  of  85  years,  3  months  and  20  days.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Timberville  congregation  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  1877.  Surviving  are 
three  daughters,  two  sons,  twenty-seven  grandchildren,  twenty- 
four  great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great-grandchild.  The 
funeral  was  held  from  the  County  Line  Reformed  church,  with 
the  writer  officiating,  assisted  by  Rev.  O.  B.  Michael  of  the  Re- 
formed church.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church 
beside  his  wife,  who  died  in  1933. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timber- 
ville, Va. 

Wing,  Margaret  May,  daughter  of  George  Washington  and  La- 
vina  Rider  McNaughton,  was  born  Sept.  11,  1863,  on  a  farm  near 
Newport,  Pa.  On  Dec.  2,  1890,  she  was  married  to  Hiram  Sellers 
Gabel.  Early  in  1891,  she  and  her  husband  came  west  to  Lin- 
coln, Nebr.,  where  Mr.  Gabel  had  previously  worked.  In  1892 
she  and  her  husband  moved  to  Hebron,  Nebr.,  where  Mr.  Gabel 
conducted  a  lumber  and  coal  business  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1901  they  returned  to  Lincoln,  where  Mr.  Gabel  died  May  24, 
1933.  On  April  30,  1939,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  F.  T. 
Wing.  She  died  in  Lincoln,  Jan.  28,  1941.  She  had  been  ill  only 
a  short  time  and  was  thought  to  be  recovering  when  pneumonia 
developed.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  a  son  and  a  stepson.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
Because  Bro.  J.  E.  Jarboe  was  ill  Rev.  Becker  from  the  City  Mis- 
sion conducted  the  funeral  service  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  Lincoln.  He  also  had  charge  of  the  service  at  the  grave 
near  Crete,  Nebr. — Josiah  Roy  Gabel,  Lincoln,  Nebr. 

Witter,  Elizabeth  Goughner,  was  born  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  June 
8,  1866.  and  died  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  Dec.  5,  1940.  She  became 
a  member  of  the  church  at  the  age  of  ten  and  served  most 
faithfully  for  sixty-four  years.  While  attending  Mount  Morris 
College  she  met  Edward  C.  Witter,  who  later  became  her  hus- 
band. They  established  their  home  at  North  Manchester.  After 
they  had  moved  to  Waterloo,  the  husband,  who  was  a  minister, 
died.  In  1928  Mrs.  Witter  moved  to  Redlands  to  live  with  her 
son  and  in  1930  to  La  Verne  to  make  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter. She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  one  son,  seven  grand- 
children, two  great-grandchildren  and  two  sisters.  Mrs.  Witter 
was  always  active  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school,  being  pres- 
ident of  the  women's  Bible  class  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  La  Verne  church,  conducted  by 
Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz.  Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery, 
La  Verne. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La  Verne,   Calif. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


California 

Inglewood. — Feb.  2  was  a  red-letter  day  for  our  church.  This 
Sunday  was  designated  every-member-present  day;  both  Sunday 
school  and  church  enjoyed  an  increased  attendance.    Two  young 
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men  were  baptized  and  a  baby  was  dedicated.  In  the  evening 
Harry  Thomas  of  Pomona  brought  an  interesting  message.  On 
Jan.  26  the  dramatic  club  from  La  Verne  College  presented  a 
temperance  play  followed  by  a  social  hour  and  refreshments. 
Bro.  S.  J.  Miller  gave  us  a  sermon  recently.  We  are  grateful 
for  these  and  other  visitors.  A  group  meeting  each  Monday 
night  during  the  winter  to  learn  wood  carving  has  done  credit- 
able work.  Most  of  it  has  been  sold  to  forward  the  work  of  the 
church.  Our  number  of  young  people  has  been  increased  by 
folks  moving  into  this  vicinity  to  work  in  the  airplane  factories 
and  other  industrial  plants.  If  anyone  knows  of  those  who  should 
be  in  touch  with  our  church,  please  write  our  pastor,  J.  W. 
Deeter,  435  E.  99th,  Inglewood,  Calif.— Mrs.  W.  A.  Dull,  Los  Ange- 
les, Calif.,  Feb.  4. 

La  Verne. — The  church  program  emphasis  will  be  on  evan- 
gelism until  Easter;  prayer  lists  are  being  made,  and  on  Wednes- 
day evenings  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz  is  giving  instruction  on  per- 
sonal work.  The  men's  brotherhood  is  making  boxes  in  which 
to  ship  clothing  to  China,  La  Verne  being  the  Southern  Cali- 
fornia headquarters  for  the  clothing  project  for  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee.  Four  boxes  have  been  shipped  and  more 
will  go  next  week.  Dean  Lorell  Weiss  of  La  Verne  College  is 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge.  Recent  pulpit  guests  were 
Eld.  O.  C.  Sollenberger  and  his  son  Howard,  recent  arrivals  from 
the  mission  field  in  China,  and  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  of  Virginia, 
who  worked  in  war  relief  in  Europe.  Sister  Margaret  Early 
and  a  group  of  her  Chinese  mission  people  from  Los  Angeles 
gave  a  program  one  Sunday  evening  last  month.  This  congrega- 
tion is  mourning  the  loss  of  a  diligent  Sunday-school  secretary, 
C.  W.  Heifer,  who  died  the  second  day  of  this  month;  his  last 
report  showed  a  slight  gain  in  attendance  and  offering  during 
the  past  year.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Beckner  has  resumed  leadership  of 
the  junior  choir  after  a  vacation  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Robert 
Tully  directs  the  high  school  girls'  chorus  and  Prof.  Charles  O. 
Wagner  the  adult  group.  At  Christmas  time  the  Dorcas  club 
remembered  a  number  of  people  who  give  services  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  church.  The  Sunday  school  observed  a  white  gift 
Christmas  with  most  of  the  program  given  by  the  junior  choir. 
directed  by  Miss  Lois  Clark.  The  adult  choir  rendered  a  Christ- 
mas music  program.  Dec.  13  the  primary  department  enter- 
tained their  grandparents  and  the  children  of  the  Mexican 
mission  church  with  a  Christmas  party  on  Dec.  27.  Dr.  Mag- 
thandan,  Indian  price,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  an  open  meeting 
of  the  men's  brotherhood  on  Feb.  11. — Grace  Hileman  Miller. 
La  Verne,  Calif.,  Feb.  7. 

Sacramento. — The  new  church  is  under  construction.  The  new 
name  is  Sacramento  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Two  were  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  three  letters  were  granted.  Circuit  No.  1 
met  in  Codora  on  Dec.  8.  The  topic  was  Faith  for  Today.  Our 
aid  is  busy  quilting  and  doing  fancy  work.  We  have  a  covered 
dish  meal  once  a  month  in  the  evening.  All  the  members  meet 
with  us.  Our  goal  is  $100  for  the  new  church.  The  district 
officers  met  with  us  Nov.  27  for  an  all-day  meeting.  Bro.  C.  H. 
Deardorff  met  with  us. — Dicia  J.  Lehman,  Sacramento,  Calif., 
Feb.  5. 

Waterford. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  been  encouraged  by 
the  increase  in  interest  as  manifested  in  a  larger  attendance  at 
both  Sunday  school  and  preaching  services.  Superintendent 
Alvo  Price  moved  away,  and  this  work  is  now  being  handled 
by  Bro.  Chester  Bradshaw.  One  was  received  recently  by  bap- 
tism and  two  by  letter.  We  have  about  completed  a  thorough 
religious  census  of  this  community.  The  workers  are  enthusi- 
astic over  the  reception  accorded  them  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested. We  were  successful  in  qualifying  for  the  new  Gospel 
Messenger  club  plan.  This  will  be  a  great  help  to  every  family 
in  our  membership.  Our  series  of  evangelistic  services,  to  be 
held  by  our  pastor,  will  begin  March  30,  our  home-coming  day, 
and  continue  through  Easter  Sunday.  Three  evenings  following 
Easter  will  be  devoted  to  doctrinal  sermons.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  Friday  evening,  April  18. — Mollie  Bock,  Waterford,  Calif., 
Feb.  5. 

Colorado 

Fruita. — We  met  in  council  on  Jan.  7.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  pleasing  way.  after  which  our  elder,  Bro.  Ralph 
Hoover,  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  stewardship.  On  Friday 
evening  preceding  Christmas  we  had  an  all-church  party;  the 
Sunday-school  treats  were  given  at  this  time.  On  Sunday 
morning  the  children  gave  an  interesting  program.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  older  group  gave  the  pageant.  Why  the  Chimes  Rang. 
We  co-operated  with  the  local  churches  in  providing  several 
baskets  for  the  needy.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every  week  for 
quilting  and  other  work.  They  realized  a  goodly  sum  from  a 
chicken  dinner  and  bazaar  early  in  the  winter.  The  women's 
work  gave  its  quota  for  the  year.  We  were  able  to  get  the  one 
hundred  per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  club.  Brother  and  Sister 
G.  G.  Canfield  were  with  us  in  an  evangelistic  meeting  from 
Jan.  20  to  Feb.  2.  Because  of  the  influenza  epidemic  and  inclem- 
ent weather  the  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  we  had  expected. 
Much  good  seed  was  sown.  On  the  last  Sunday  a  basket  din- 
ner was  served  to  a  large  number.  The  work  in  general  is  slowly 
growing  under  the  leadership  of  Brother  and  Sister  Marion  M. 
Stern.  They  are  sincere  and  earnest  workers  for  the  Lord. — 
Josephine  Ulrich,  Fruita,  Colo.,  Feb.  7. 

Haxlun. — On  Jan.  9  the  ladies'  aid  held  an  all-day  meeting 
at  the  church  and  quilted,  and  on  Jan.  23  they  met  at  the  home 


of  Mrs.  Wayne  Chaney  for  the  same  purpose.  Our  church  has 
been  undergoing  some  cleaning  and  interior  decorating  recently. 
The  ladies'  aid  furnished  funds  for  the  paint  and  the  men  co- 
operated by  doing  the  work.  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield 
will  be  with  us  April  1-13  for  a  series  of  meetings.  We  hope 
for  a  good  attendance  and  interest.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
year  our  pastor  is  following  a  new  plan  for  our  evening  services. 
Instead  of  the  usual  sermon,  we  are  having  an  open  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  his  morning  sermon.  Some  very  interesting 
ideas  are  brought  out.  On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  19,  members 
of  the  high-school-age  C.  E.  of  the  Sterling  Evangelical  church 
were  guests  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  here  and  presented  a  very  inter- 
esting program.  Their  topic  was  A  Journey  in  Christian  Living. 
On  Jan.  28  our  choir  gave  a  radio  program  over  the  Sterling  sta- 
tion. This  was  a  part  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  week  activities. 
—Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,   Haxtun,  Colo.,  Feb.  6. 

Florida 

Miami. — On  Jan.  18  Brother  and  Sister  Harper  Will  began  a 
revival  meeting  in  the  Miami  church.  Eighteen  inspiring  ser- 
mons were  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended.  Sister  Will's 
story-telling  period  each  evening  and  special  singing  were  ap- 
preciated by  older  folks  as  well  as  children.  On  Jan.  19  a  bas- 
ket dinner  was  held  at  the  church,  that  we  might  become  better 
acquainted.  On  Jan.  26  there  was  an  impressive  dedication  of 
eleven  babies;  Bro.  Will  was  in  charge  of  this  service.  On  Feb.  2 
we  had  another  great  day.  There  was  baptismal  service,  dinner 
at  the  church,  and  an  old-fashioned  singing,  led  by  the  Dade 
County  singers!  During  the  meetings  five  decided  for  Christ, 
two  being  baptized.  Bro.  Will  officiated  at  the  love  feast  held  at 
the  close  of  the  meeting.  The  Wills  will  long  be  remembered  by 
this  church.  A  number  of  tourists  have  worshiped  with  us  this 
winter.  We  do  appreciate  having  them,  and  extend  a  hearty 
welcome  to  others.  On  Feb.  9  Bro.  Walter  Kahle  will  be  with  us 
to  give  his  talks  on  A  Christian  and  His  Money. — Mrs.  Enos  Over- 
holser,  Miami,  Fla.,  Feb.  7. 

Indiana 

Beech  Grove. — Our  church  was  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  C.  D. 
Bonsack  with  us  Nov.  24.  He  gave  us  three  very  interesting 
and  inspiring  messages.  We  met  in  council  Dec.  3  with  Eld.  E.  O. 
Norris  in  charge.  Our  peace  group  meets  each  second  and  fourth 
Sunday  after  Sunday  school  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Loyd 
Fuqua.  Several  of  our  members  attended  the  called  district 
conference  at  Anderson.  Our  aid  society  is  busy  quilting  and 
serving  plate  dinners  and  lunches  at  public  sales.  We  have  pre- 
sented flowers  to  many  of  our  sick  members.  Pre-Easter  serv- 
ices will  begin  April  6,  and  continue  each  evening  for  one  week 
with  Pastor  Ira  Hiatt  as  the  speaker.  We  are  fortunate  in  having 
two  young  men  who  recently  graduated  from  Manchester  College 
locate  in  our  congregation.  Paul  Hiatt,  son  of  our  pastor,  assists 
his  father  in  the  pulpit  and  Glen  Schubert  is  a  very  able  Sunday- 
school  teacher. — Mrs.  Mary  Brandle,  Fortville,  Ind.,  Feb.  10. 

Bethany. — The  children  and  young  people  presented  the  play, 
Mimi  Lights  the  Candle,  at  the  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  22. 
Bro.  Edward  Stump  was  with  us  in  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  6- 
19.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Leo  H.  Miller,  was  here  most  of  the  time 
and  visited  with  him.  Bro.  J.  W.  Weybright  was  in  charge  of  the 
music.  There  were  nine  baptized.  The  aid  held  a  potluck  dinner 
during  the  meeting.  Sister  Mary  Morehouse  is  president  of  the 
aid.  Sister  Leo  Miller  gives  a  Bible  lesson  the  first  Wednesday 
of  each  month.  We  held  a  special  council  on  Jan.  30.  The 
church  endorsed  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  work  and 
raised  its  first  quota  on  Feb.  2  to  start  the  work.  We  are  expect- 
ing to  entertain  the  quarterly  ministerial  meeting  of  Northern 
Indiana,  Feb.  22. — Mrs.  Bertha  B.  Weybright,  Syracuse,  Ind., 
Feb.   6. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  was  with  us  in 
our  council  on  Dec.  21  and  on  Sunday  morning  conducted  the 
services.  After  the  morning  services  a  treat  was  given  to  the 
Sunday-school  pupils.  In  the  evening  a  Christmas  program  was 
given  by  the  children  in  connection  with  B.  Y.  P.  D.  services. 
After  the  program  the  young  people's  class  went  caroling.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  arranged  and  delivered  a  basket  for  a  needy  family 
at  Christmas  time.  Our  ladies'  aid  also  sent  a  basket  of  fruit 
to  a  shut-in.  On  Dec.  18  the  church  members  and  friends  met 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jake  Culler  for  a  surprise 
shower  and  social  evening.  Sister  Culler  was  recovering  from  an 
illness  which  kept  her  in  the  hospital  for  several  weeks. — Mrs. 
L.  P.  Lambert,  Center  Point,  Ind.,  Feb.  11. 

Mt.  Pleasant. — On  Nov.  27  we  held  our  father  and  son  banquet 
with  fifty-five  present.  We  invited  the  fathers  and  sons  of 
Camp  Creek  to  be  with  us.  Special  music  was  furnished  and 
Bro.  Van  B.  Wright  of  Fort  Wayne  was  the  guest  speaker.  We 
held  our  council  meeting  Nov.  29.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  N.  H.  Miller, 
was  elected  elder  for  another  year.  Sister  Ethel  Price  was  re- 
elected Messenger  agent.  Our  revival  meeting  began  Dec.  2  with 
Bro.  Leo  Miller  of  South  Whitley  as  evangelist  and  Bro.  Homer 
Weldy  of  Nappanee  song  leader.  Attendance  and  interest  were 
good  in  spite  of  sickness  and  bad  weather.  Our  aid  society  has 
been  meeting  every  two  weeks  in  the  homes  to  sew  for  the  Red 
Cross.  We  put  the  Messenger  in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our 
homes  this  year.  On  Jan.  30  fourteen  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  regional  young  people's  meeting  at  the  Center  church. 
On  Feb.  9  Bro.  John  Frederick  from  the  Union  Center  church 
was  present  and  talked  about  the  Brethren  Service  project. — 
Lillie  Markley,  Bourbon,  Ind.,  Feb.   11. 
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Iowa 

Iowa  River. — Recently  three  children  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism  through  the  personal  efforts  of  our  pastor  and  wife. 
With  the  assistance  of  our  men's  organization,  we  have  been 
able  to  place  the  Messenger  in  every  member's  home,  resident 
and  non-resident.  In  January  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rendered  an  im- 
pressive temperance  play.  We  have  had  some  excellent  mes- 
sages by  our  pastor  and  wife.  At  our  council  on  Feb.  9  it  was 
voted  to  retain  Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Eby  as  pastors  another 
year.  They  were  elected  to  represent  us  at  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference. We  also  granted  them  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  month 
with  pay.  Through  the  pledge  and  envelope  system  funds  are 
coming  into  the  treasury  to  meet  all  needs.  We  are  now  work- 
ing on  the  Achievement  Offering.  Our  evangelistic  campaign 
will  be  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff  of  Cedar  Rapids  im- 
mediately after  Easter.  A  letter  of  membership  has  been  re- 
ceived from  a  sister  in  training  at  a  local  hospital.  We  will  have 
our  love  feast  at  or  near  the  close  of  our  revival.  Our  delegates 
to  the  district  conference  at  Panther  Creek  are  Roy  Kennedy  and 
Fern  Miller,  with  Margaret  Wolf  and  Abe  Propst  alternates.  We 
will  participate  again  in  the  Marshall  County  church  and  Bible 
school  day.  The  pageant,  The  Broken  Idol,  will  be  given,  and 
Joe  Emmerson  will  appear.  Our  members  are  very  optimistic 
over  the  future  of  our  small  church. — Mrs.  Lulu  Duft,  Marshall- 
town,  Iowa,  Feb.   11. 

South  Waterloo. — Sister  Eliza  Miller,  who  recently  returned 
from  India  after  forty  years  of  mission  service,  brought  us  the 
morning  message  on  Dec.  15.  The  women's  organization  of  the 
church  held  a  missionary  tea  on  Dec.  18,  honoring  Sister  Miller. 
On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  about  thirty-five  members  of  the 
church  school  presented  the  Christmas  pageant,  A  Child  Is  Born. 
About  eighty-five  young  people  of  the  church  attended  the  hol- 
iday B.  Y.  P.  D.  banquet  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  27.  We  have  a 
fine  group  of  young  people  who  are  keenly  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  At  the  morning  worship  hour  on  Dec.  29 
we  witnessed  an  impressive  service  when  license  to  preach  was 
granted  to  Eugene  Lichty.  The  evening  service  consisted  of  an 
interesting  program  given  by  our  young  people  who  were  home 
:for  the  holidays.  At  the  morning  worship  hour  on  Jan.  5  a  serv- 
ice of  recognition  was  held  for  Eliza  Miller.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bon- 
sack  was  with  us  for  this  event  and  spoke  on  The  Rewards  of  a 
Life  of  Missionary  Service.  At  our  annual  business  meeting  on 
Jan.  7  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  was  re-elected  elder,  Clyde  Bechtel- 
heimer  treasurer  and  Mrs.  William  Mumper  clerk.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  is  in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes.  Pastor  Yo- 
der is  giving  us  an  interesting  series  of  sermons  on  The  Purpose 
of  the  Gospel,  leading  up  to  a  series  of  Lenten  sermons  on  the 
subject.  Personalities  Around  the  Cross.  Since  the  last  writing 
three  have  been  added  to  our  membership  by  letter.  There  will 
*be  a  school  of  Missions  conducted  for  all  Christian  Workers'  de- 
partments during  the  month  of  March.  Pastor  Yoder  attended 
the  meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education 
held  at  Chicago,  Feb.  10  to  12.— Mrs.  John  R.  Weigle.  Waterloo, 
Jowa,     Feb.  10. 

Kansas 

Ottawa. — Our  church  has  seen  a  number  of  achievements  dur- 
ing the  fall  and  winter.  Some  of  the  men  resurfaced  the  park- 
ing space  around  the  church  and  did  some  repair  work  and  re- 
decorating in  the  church  basement.  The  women's  group  spon- 
sored a  successful  penny  supper,  and  realized  $16.25  from  a.  rum- 
mage sale.  At  Christmas  time  they  sent  large  baskets  of  food  to 
two  adopted  families.  The  junior  boys  and  girls  distributed 
Thanksgiving  baskets.  The  junior  girls  meet  with  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond Flory  every  other  Saturday  afternoon  and  hem  blankets 
for  refugee  babies.  Pastor  Flory  directs  the  boys'  hobby  club 
and  helps  them  do  woodwork.  On  Dec.  22  the  church  choir 
presented  the  cantata,  Along  the  Christmas  Road,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mrs.  Ralph  Bowers.  In  the  evening  the  primary  chil- 
dren gave  a  short  program,  followed  by  the  pantomime,  Why  the 
Chimes  Rang,  by  the  juniors.  The  members  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
were  hosts  and  hostesses  to  the  young  people  of  Northeastern 
Kansas  at  their  midwinter  rally  on  Jan.  11,  12.  We  enjoyed  a 
visit  one  Sunday  evening  from  a  delegation  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  students  as  they  returned  from  the  McPherson  con- 
ference. Bro.  Elmer  Dadisman  preached  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  party  contributed  in  various  ways  to  our  service. 
Bro.  Paul  F.  Bechtold  was  home  for  several  days  at  holiday 
time  and  filled  the  pulpit  both  morning  and  evening  on  Dec.  29. 
Our  church  enjoyed  a  family  night  in  early  December.  After 
supper  our  elder  presided  at  a  short  business  session,  then  each 
adult  Sunday-school  class  gave  a  short  program  or  stunt.  Much 
rain  and  mud  have  interfered  with  oui  January  attendance 
but  interest  is  fine.  All  are  eager  for  better  weather  and  better 
roads. — Mrs.   Paul  F.  Bechtold,   Ottawa,  Kans.,  Feb.  9. 

Maryland 

Bush  Creek. — We  have  taken  as  our  inspiration  and  challenge 
the  message  from  Jesus  as  found  in  John  20:21,  and  have  tried 
to  carry  it  out  by  deeds  of  service.  The  Christmas  season  found 
us  busy.  A  committee  appointed  by  the  superintendent  ar- 
ranged for  our  Christmas  service,  which  was  given  on  Dec.  22 
with  many  in  attendance.  This  year  we  sacrificed  the  Christ- 
mas treat  and  sent  $10  to  the  American  Bible  Society.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  visited  the  Montevue  home  for  the  poor,  in  Frederick,  dis- 
tributing oranges  and  candy  and  singing  carols.     The  intermedi- 


ate class  visited  the  home  of  a  needy  member  to  take  a  basket 
of  provisions  and  to  sing  carols.  The  adoption  of  a  Chinese  boy 
and  girl  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  Sunday-school  class  set  a  good 
example.  The  young  married  people's  class  is  now  caring  for 
an  English  refugee.  The  watch  night  service  on  New  Year's  Eve 
was  sponsored  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  proved  to  be  a  helpful  and 
instructive  meeting.  Following  the  worship  service,  a  sermon 
was  rendered  by  the  pastor.  Bro.  Wm.  Kinsey  of  New  Windsor 
conducted  an  interesting  discussion  and  gave  a  very  good  out- 
line for  a  Christian  to  follow  in  properly  apportioning  time  in 
order  to  live  abundantly.  Refreshments  were  served  in  the 
basement  and  games  were  played,  after  which  all  assembled  in 
various  groups;  the  girls'  group  was  led  by  Mrs.  Roy  Leather- 
man  of  Frederick;  the  boys'  group  by  Harry  Cavey  of  Ellicott 
City  and  the  adults  by  Bro.  Kinsey.  A  candlelight  service  con- 
cluded the  program.  Our  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance 
has  been  regular.  We  have  made  another  drive  for  clothing  to 
send  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee.  We  are  making  a  spe- 
cial effort  to  meet  our  quota  for  the  Achievement  Offering.— 
Edith  White,  Monrovia,  Md.,  Feb.  2. 

Denton. — Dr.  E.  C.  Bixler  and  Bro.  Wm.  Kinsey  of  New  Wind- 
sor were  with  us  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  3,  and  conducted  the 
installation  service  for  our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
N.  J.  Miller.  In  the  evening  we  held  our  semiannual  love  feast, 
with  ninety-nine  communicants  surrounding  the  tables.  Our 
annual  congregational  supper  was  held  Nov.  8.  It  was  also  a 
reception  for  our  pastor  and  wife.  There  were  expressions  of 
appreciation  for  the  faithful  service  of  Brother  and  Sister  Wil- 
liam McDaniel  during  the  time  we  were  without  a  pastor.  We 
joined  the  Ridgely  congregation  in  their  revival  service  on  Nov. 
17.  Union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  in  our  church;  Rev. 
Wimbrow  of  the  First  Methodist  church  delivered  the  message. 
Our  women's  missionary  society  had  a  candlelighting  service, 
Dec.  1,  at  which  time  the  mite  boxes  were  brought  in.  On  Dec.  8 
a  number  of  our  group  attended  the  adult  round  table  for  the 
churches  of  the  Eastern  Shore  at  the  Ridgely  church.  On  Dec.  22 
the  Sunday  school  gave  a  Christmas  program,  Why  the  Chimes 
Rang.  The  father  and  son  banquet  on  Dec.  27  was  well  attended. 
Rev.  Dixon  of  the  Holiness  church  was  the  guest  speaker.  We 
joined  the  other  churches  of  the  town  in  the  week  of  prayer. 
With  an  appropriate  program  on  Feb.  2  the  Sunday  school  re- 
ceived the  proceeds  from  the  dimes  that  were  invested  last 
spring.  Since  our  last  report  one  has  been  received  by  bap- 
tism and  three  by  letter:  four  letters  of  membership  have  been 
granted.  Our  pastor  and  Bro.  Albert  Seese  will  represent  us  at 
district  meeting.  There  will  be  a  week  of  pre-Easter  services 
conducted  by  our  pastor. — Mrs.  C.  A.  Pentz,  Denton,  Md.,  Feb.  5. 

Westernporl. — Nov.  24  was  our  Sunday-school  rally  day.  We 
had  a  large  attendance  in  spite  of  the  rain.    The  children  gave 
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Name 

New  Address   

City .  State 

Old  Address  

City State 
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a  short  program.  Bro.  N.  D.  Cosner  preached  his  farewell  ser- 
mon on  Dec.  15.  On  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  22,  the  children  gave 
a  Christmas  program;  in  the  evening  the  young  people  gave  a 
play.  Our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Foster  M.  Bittinger,  and  his  family 
moved  here  the  last  week  of  January.  Bro.  Bittinger  preached 
his  first  sermon  as  our  pastor  on  Feb.  2.  We  are  very  happy  to 
have  Bro.  Bittinger  and  his  family  in  our  midst.  From  Dec.  15  to 
Feb.  2  the  following  preached  for  us:  Bro.  Albert  Burgess  and 
Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.;  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum  of 
Accident,  Md.;  Sister  Pearl  M.  Boor  of  Piedmont,  W.  Va.;  and 
Rev.  I.  G.  Michaels  of  Westernport,  Md.  They  all  gave  very 
inspiring  sermons.  We  appreciate  their  co-operation. — Mrs. 
Dorsey  Rogers,   Westernport,  Md.,  Feb.   5. 

Michigan 
Fairview. — At  our  last  council  meeting  Bro.  G.  A.  Guthrie  was 
elected  elder;  Floyd  Stutzman,  superintendent  and  clerk;  Fred 
Stutzman,  treasurer;  Ada  Lininger,  Messenger  agent.  On  Dec.  22 
we  had  our  Christmas  program  with  good  attendance.  On  the 
evening  of  Jan.  19  Rev.  Boyjian  of  Detroit  spoke  to  us. — Ada 
Leininger,   Jasper,   Mich.,   Feb.    10. 

North  Dakota 
Surrey. — A  short  Thanksgiving  program  was  given  on  Nov.  21. 
The  Nazarene  church  contributed  several  numbers  on  the  pro- 
gram. Impromptu  speeches  were  given  by  members  of  the  con- 
gregation. The  Nazarene  Sunday  school  united  with  us  in  giv- 
ing the  Christmas  program  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  22.  The  pro- 
gram consisted  of  recitations  and  songs  by  the  children  and  a 
play  and  chorus  by  the  young  people.  The  total  Christmas  of- 
fering was  $35.  Attendance  has  been  unusually  good  this  win- 
ter. The  young  people  of  the  church  and  community  have  or- 
ganized a  Sunday  evening  club  at  which  they  have  a  devotional 
service  followed  by  a  social  hour.  The  club  is  conducted  by 
Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  Petry  and  Mr.  M.  W.  Gunter,  super- 
intendent of  the  Surrey  schools.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Petry,  left 
Feb.  2  for  Elgin  to  attend  the  fieldmen's  conference.  Bro.  John 
Sheets  is  taking  care  of  the  Sunday  morning  services  during  Bro. 
Petry's   absence. — Dorothy   Kauffman,    Surrey,   N.   Dak.,  Feb.    10. 

Ohio 

Beaver  Creek. — Our  December  council  meeting  voted  unani- 
mously to  extend  the  invitation  of  associate  membership  to  all 
those  members  of  other  denominations  who  worship  regularly 
with  us.  The  children's  Christmas  program  was  held  Dec.  22, 
when  their  Christmas  treat  was  given  to  them.  The  white  gift 
missionary  offering  amounted  to  $112.12.  Some  canned  goods  and 
jellies  were  donated  for  Christmas  baskets  for  needy  families. 
In  the  evening  a  Christmas  cantata.  Child  Jesus,  was  presented 
in  the  township  centralized  school  auditorium  by  the  combined 
children's  choirs  and  adult  choirs  of  the  Hawker  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  church  and  of  our  church.  It  was  directed  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Gilbert.  A  large  audience  was  present  on 
Dec.  15  to  hear  the  demonstration  of  an  Orgatron.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  has  received  another  generous  gift  of  money  from  an 
anonymous  donor.  Our  church  choir  sang  at  the  union  Thanks- 
giving services  held  in  a  neighboring  church  of  the  township. 
Four  new  members  were  baptized  by  the  pastor.  Bro.  E.  F. 
Couser,  on  Nov.  15.  One  hundred  five  communicants  partici- 
pated in  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  9.  Our  pastor  officiated,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Roy  Engle.  Bro.  Harold  Helstern,  pastor  of  the  West 
Milton  church,  preached  at  the  Sunday  morning  service.  De- 
votional services  of  the  Sunday  school  have  been  in  charge  of 
various  classes  of  the  children's  and  young  people's  groups. 
Five  of  our  young  people  attended  the  Southern  Ohio  District 
young  people's  meeting  at  the  Eversole  church.  Mrs.  Dal  Coy 
was  elected  president  of  the  aid  society  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Jennie  Bailey.  Mrs.  E.  F.  Couser, 
accompanied  by  several  young  people,  attended  the  missionary 
conference  at  Pitsburg  Sunday  afternoon.  The  passing  of  Grand- 
ma (Mary  Catherine  Coy)  Haverstick,  aged  93,  closed  the  career 
of  one  who  had  formerly  been  a  pillar  in  the  church  and  who 
had  been  most  hospitable  to  ministers  and  evangelists  and  loyal 
always  to  her  church.  Miss  Beulah  Yost,  member  of  the  cabinet 
of  the  District  of  Southern  Ohio,  gave  a  talk  to  the  young  peo- 
ple's class  on  Feb.  2. — Mrs.  Henry  M.  Stewart,  Xenia,  Ohio, 
Feb.    5. 

While  Cottage. — At  our  members'  meeting  reports  from  all 
organizations  were  heard.  The  trustees  reported  the  church 
and  parsonage  repaired  and  painted.  A  number  from  here  at- 
tended the  love  feast  at  Olivet  in  November.  We  held  our 
Christmas  program  a  half  hour  early  on  Dec.  22  so  we  could 
attend  the  program  at  the  Methodist  church,  which  had  its  pro- 
gram one  half  hour  later  for  the  same  reason.  Our  women's 
work  is  sponsoring  the  Messenger  club  this  year  and  hopes  for 
good  results.  We  completed  our  obligations  for  Sister  Horn's 
support  on  Jan.  26.  We  are  planning  for  better  equipment  for 
our  Sunday  school,  especially  for  the  younger  classes  which  are 
crowded  and  need  more  room.  Our  Sunday-school  average  at- 
tendance for  the  past  quarter  was  ninety-seven.  Our  women's 
work  held  a  Christmas  party  in  the  church  basement  on  Dec.  18, 
at  which  an  exchange  of  gifts  was  enjoyed.  This  group  has  been 
busy,  not  only  making  and  selling  articles  to  get  money  for 
local  use,  but  helping  in  relief  work.  Our  church  has  been 
helping  with  the  China  relief  fund,  and  is  now  working  for 
camps  for  our  conscientious  objectors. — Mrs.  J.  F.  Shrider,  South 
Zanesville,   Ohio,   Feb.    8. 


Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — Two  members  have  been  received  by  letter.  Our 
Pioneer  Boys'  club  under  the  leadership  of  Walter  Dunmeldinger 
is  learning  the  meaning  of  co-operation  in  our  church  service. 
Our  women's  missionary  society  is  beginning  the  study  of  China. 
Eld.  Ross  D.  Murphy  was  with  us  in  our  council  meeting.  Carl- 
ton Myers  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  for  one  year,  and  a  rec- 
ommendation that  our  pastor,  Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck,  be  ordained 
to  the  eldership  was  passed  on  to  the  district  elders.  Youth 
Sunday  was  observed  on  Feb.  2.  Ruth  Reppert  led  the  devo- 
tional hour,  and  our  girls'  trio  sang.  Our  pastor  preached  a 
sermon  directed  to  young  people  and  their  needs.  We  hope  to 
have  an  organization  of  a  younger  young  people's  group. — Eliz- 
abeth  R.    Blough,   Hatfield,   Pa.,    Feb.    10. 

Beachdale. — At  our  quarterly  council  we  elected  officers  for 
the  year  1941.  Several  members  have  been  added  to  the  church. 
We  have  services  every  Sunday  morning,  and  always  the 
prayers  of  our  pastor  and  Sister  Replogle.  The  church  is  making 
progress. — Mrs.   Homer  Brant,  Garrett,  Pa.,  Feb.   10. 

Elizabethtown. — On  Dec.  8  we  observed  Universal  Bible  Sun- 
day with  our  pastor  preaching  on  The  Use  and  Abuse  of  the 
Scriptures.  On  Dec.  22  the  choir  presented  the  Christmas 
cantata.  The  Babe  of  Bethlehem.  In  the  morning  the  service 
was  built  around  the  theme,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang.  The  pastor 
was  assisted  in  this  service  by  the  juniors.  Our  missionary 
offering  amounted  to  $750,  a  part  of  which  is  for  the  support  of 
Sister  Faw  in  Africa.  During  the  college  Bible  term  we  heard 
Bro.  Burton  Metzler  and  Bro.  Calvert  Ellis  in  our  Sunday  serv- 
ices. About  three  hundred  young  people  attended  the  rally  held 
in  our  church  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening,  Feb.  2.  The 
speakers  were  Brethren  H.  B.  Heisey  and  M.  Clyde  Horst.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  pre-Easter  services,  which  will  be 
climaxed  with  our  love  feast  on  Easter  Sunday. — Amos  A. 
Hummer,  Elizabethtown,   Pa.,  Feb.  8. 

Jennersville. — On  Nov.  17  Bro.  Bard  Kreider  gave  us  an  in- 
teresting message.  Our  Thanksgiving  program  on  Nov.  24  was 
in  charge  of  the  young  people.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  we 
had  our  Christmas  program.  On  Dec.  29  Bro.  Abram  Eshelman, 
evangelist  from  Mt.  Joy,  began  a  series  of  meetings  which  ended 
Jan.  12  with  fourteen  baptisms.  Representatives  of  eight  con- 
gregations worshiped  with  us  during  our  revival,  some  bringing 
us  messages  in  song,  others  assisting  in  the  opening  devotions. 
At  a  special  council  meeting  on  Jan.  11  Elders  S.  S.  Shearer  and 
Abram  Eshelman  installed  Bro.  Joe  Ritter  and  Bro.  Fletcher 
Wimmer  into  the  deacon's  office.  A  missionary  program  is  be- 
ing planned  for  Feb.  16. — Mrs.  Lula  K.  Grinestaff,  Oxford,  Pa., 
Feb.   7. 

Lancaster. — On  Nov.  14  the  missionary  society  had  as  guest 
speaker,  Mrs.  Felix  Reichmann,  a  refugee  from  Vienna,  now  liv- 
ing in  our  city.  On  Nov.  18  Bro.  Caleb  Bucher  gave  a  talk  at  the 
men's  work  meeting.  On  Nov.  24  the  evening  service,  spon- 
sored by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  was  in  charge  of  the  student  volunteers 
of  Elizabethtown  College.  The  Thanksgiving  service,  directed 
by  our  pastor,  was  held  on  Nov.  28,  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  bring- 
ing the  message.  On  the  morning  of  Dec.  22  the  choir  rendered 
a  cantata,  The  Holy  Child,  directed  by  Bro.  W.  E.  Glasmire.  In 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  children  presented  a  beautiful 
pageant,  The  Coming  of  Christ.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  29  the 
young  people  sponsored  a  play  entitled  No  Gift  in  Return;  this 
was  followed  by  the  white  gift  service.  As  in  former  years, 
Christmas  baskets  were  distributed  to  needy  families  and  shut- 
ins.  On  Jan.  5  our  pastor  directed  a  candlelighting  service  given 
by  members  of  the  Bethany  Bible  class.  On  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  of  Jan.  19  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  from  India  brought 
inspiring  messages,  forcefully  portraying  the  needs  and  oppor- 
tunities for  greater  missionary  effort.  Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller, 
pastor  of  the  Hershey  church,  preached  for  us  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning, Jan.  26.  This  service  was  in  charge  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
An  offering  for  China  relief  is  being  received  each  Sunday. 
About  twenty-five  young  people  from  our  church  attended  the 
young  people's  rally  and  fellowship  at  Elizabethtown.  Two  of 
our  members  have  been  claimed  by  death  since  our  last  report. 
Our  evangelistic  meetings  will  begin  March  10,  with  Bro.  T.  F. 
Henry  of  Roaring  Spring  as  the  evangelist.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
M.  J.  Weaver,  has  been  giving  a  series  of  helpful  sermons  on 
the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. — Mrs.  Kenton  M.  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

New  Enterprise. — Our  children's  department  and  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
gave  baskets  of  food  to  the  needy  and  shut-ins  during  the 
Thanksgiving  season.  A  large  number  of  our  young  people 
spent  the  early  hours  of  Christmas  morning  singing  carols. 
Dec.  22  the  junior  choir  brought  us  a  very  worth-while  program 
in  songs  and  recitations  portraying  the  Christmas  story,  under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Miriam  Brumbaugh.  In  the  evening  the 
young  people  presented  the  drama,  Christmas  in  the  Cobbler's 
Shop,  directed  by  Sister  Ruth  Speicher.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Wil- 
fred N.  Staufer,  brought  a  series  of  inspirational  messages  on 
Christian  Love  prior  to  and  during  the  Christmas  season.  Our 
missionary  society  and  members  of  the  church  have  been  col- 
lecting clothing  and  sending  it  for  relief.  We  also  have  a  box 
in  the  churches  for  relief  money  each  Sunday.  We  will  cele- 
brate the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  our  Sunday  school  on 
April  26  and  27.  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman,  president  of  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  will  be  with  us  for  this  occasion.  Sister 
Eliza  Miller,  who  has  spent  forty  years  in  missionary  service  in 
India,  was  with  us  Jan.  29.     She  brought  a  very  splendid  mes- 
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sage  showing  the  good  that  can  be  accomplished  through  the 
personal  touch  of  the  missionary. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  En- 
terprise, Pa.,  Feb.  7. 

Virginia 

Antioch. — Our  church  has  been  blessed  with  unusually  inter- 
esting activities  in  recent  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kern  of  Bridge- 
water  conducted  a  program  under  the  auspices  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
Everyone  was  much  interested  in  the  great  need  for  Christian- 
ity in  Germany,  the  homeland  of  these  people.  Our  fall  love 
feast  was  probably  the  most  largely  attended  one  ever  held  at 
our  church.  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater  officiated  at  this 
service  and  preached  on  Sunday.  Bro.  Gilbert  Hylton  from 
Floyd  and  Bro.  S.  L.  Garber  from  Harrisonburg  took  part  in  the 
service.  Our  home  mission  offering  at  Thanksgiving  was  excep- 
tionally liberal.  Between  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  we  began 
to  think  about  some  kind  of  building  program  to  provide  more 
room  to  meet  our  present  needs.  We  finally  decided  to  put  a 
basement  under  the  church,  and  to  have  a  modern  water  system 
and  heating  plant.  A  great  deal  of  work  is  being  donated  and 
those  who  cannot  give  time  respond  with  money.  The  cost  will 
be  kept  low;  most  of  it  will  be  met  by  the  time  the  work  is 
finished.  In  December  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  play  entitled 
The  Unlighted  Cross.  On  Christmas  morning,  Bro.  F.  B.  Lay- 
man brought  the  message,  and  at  night  the  church  presented 
The  King  of  Glory.  The  offering  at  this  time  was  more  liberal 
than  usual.  Grace  Bowman  of  Bridgewater,  secretary  of  the 
national  and  president  of  the  regional  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  spoke  to  us 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  January.  Leah  Flora  of  Bassett,  the 
president  of  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  was  with  us  on  this  occa- 
sion.— Eunice  N.  Myers,  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  Feb.  10. 

Midland. — On  Nov.  21  we  had  our  Thanksgiving  services  at  the 
Midland  house.  On  Nov.  24  Sister  Ruth  Utz,  missionary  from  Af- 
rica, gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  the  home  life  of  the  women 
and  girls  of  Africa.  This  was  sponsored  by  the  women's  work. 
On  Dec.  23  the  Sunday  school  had  a  Christmas  program.  On  Dec. 
29  Bro.  Chester  Harley,  our  field  worker,  met  with  our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
and  gave  us  information  on  our  new  work  for  the  year.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  small  Christmas  remembrance  of  money  to 
each  of  our  sextons  for  Midland  and  Mt.  Hermon.  Individuals 
in  the  church  gave  money  and  food  to  a  needy  family.  On  Jan. 
21  the  aid  society  served  the  Puritans  at  a  banquet  and  cleared 
around  $15.  This  money  will  be  applied  to  a  fund  for  getting 
lights  in  the  Midland  house.  The  women's  work  organization 
is  planning  a  peace  program  to  be  given  the  second  Sunday  night 
in  March  at  Midland.— Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Heddings,  Catlett,  Va.,  Feb.  9. 

Roanoke,  Central. — Fifty  new  members  were  added  to  our 
church  during  1940.  We  have  reduced  our  church  debt  $2,500. 
Our  service  society  gave  $138.59  to  missions,  while  the  total 
amount  raised  for  missions  by  our  church  was  $271.73,  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1940.  Our  relief  offering  amounted  to 
$170.84.  Dr.  Charles  J.  Smith,  president  of  Roanoke  College  at 
Salem,  was  the  speaker  at  our  anniversary  service.  He  is  an 
inspiring  Christian  leader  of  youth  and  a  brilliant  speaker.  Our 
total  offering  on  this  occasion  was  $876.66.  Other  speakers  on 
various  occasions  were  Rev.  Henry  L.  Robinson,  director  of 
religious  work  in  our  state  institutions;  Dr.  B.  H.  Lipscomb,  of 
Portsmouth,  who  was  in  attendance  at  the  Methodist  conference 
in  our  city;  Bro.  N.  M.  Shideler.  We  are  working  on  the  task 
of  re-enlisting  inactive  members.  Our  new  officers  are:  elder, 
Bro.  C.  S.  Ikenberry;  Sunday-school  superintendent,  Mrs.  D.  P. 
Hylton;  president  of  men's  work,  Bro.  F.  E.  Bowman;  president 
of  women's  service  society,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Mitchell;  president  of 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Hazel  Peters;  Messenger  correspondent,  Mrs.  W.  N. 
Montgomery.  Our  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  on  Nov.  21, 
at  which  time  an  offering  of  $66.70  was  received  for  missions. 
Dan  West  led  a  district  peace  workers'  meeting  at  the  Central 
church  on  Dec.  7.  The  father  and  son  banquet  held  on  Nov.  25 
was  well  attended.  We  welcomed  the  student  volunteer  band 
of  Bridgewater  College  on  Dec.  8,  at  which  time  they  gave  an 
excellent  program.  On  Dec.  15  a  junior  choir  from  one  of  our 
local  schools  presented  a  brief  program  of  Christmas  music. 
The  white  gift  offering  of  $834.16  was  received  at  the  close  of 
Sunday-school  services  on  Dec.  22.  Men's  work  raised  enough 
funds  to  purchase  new  songbooks  for  Sunday  school  and  new 
hymnals  for  the  church.  They  also  bought  the  material  which 
the  service  society  used  to  make  garments  for  relief.  More  than 
two  hundred  garments  were  made;  fifty-one  were  cut  for  district 
use.  Many  of  our  young  people  attended  the  district  youth 
banquet  held  on  Dec.  30.  Our  classes  contributed  to  Christmas 
baskets  which  were  delivered  to  some  of  the  needy  families  of 
the  city.  On  Dec.  22  our  young  people  entertained  about  forty 
underprivileged  children.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  moved  into 
their  new  home  a  short  time  before  Christmas.  On  Thursday 
and  Friday  following  Christmas  Day  they  held  open  house  for 
the  members  and  friends  of  the  congregation.  Four  from  our 
church  attended  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege.— Mrs.  W.  N.   Montgomery,  Roanoke,  Va..  Feb.   1. 

Schoolfield. — Our  church  has  been  progressing  very  nicely  un- 
der the  leadership  of  our  new  pastor  and  wife.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter L.  A.  Bowman,  who  began  their  work  with  us  on  Sept.  1. 
Our  church  took  part  with  the  other  churches  of  Schoolfield  in 
a  joint  Thanksgiving  service  held  at  the  Baptist  church  Nov.  27. 
Bro.  L.  A.  Bowman  was  the  speaker  of  the  evening.  In  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  we  have  taken  up  a  study  course  on  the  conscien- 
tious objector.  The  discussion  has  been  interesting.  Our  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  was  very  successful  in  selling  Christmas  cards  this  year. 
The   children   gave   a   Christmas   program,   Dec.   22.     Our   pastor 


attended  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Jan.  6- 
10.  He  brought  back  interesting  reports  to  the  church.  A  num- 
ber of  our  people  attended  the  special  district  conference  at 
Bassett,  Jan.  18.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  sewing,  em- 
broidering and  quilting.  We  sent  out  eleven  fruit  baskets  to 
some  of  our  aged  members  and  the  sick  people  of  our  com- 
munity and  gave  money  to  two  needy  families  at  Thanksgiving. 
We  are  keeping  a  record  of  the  number  of  visits  we  make  to 
sick  people.  With  the  Achievement  Offering  we  have  exceeded 
our  quota  for  missions  this  year.  We  will  take  part  in  the 
city-wide  religious  survey  to  be  made  by  the  churches  on  Feb.  9. 
Since  our  last  report  we  have  baptized  five,  received  five  by 
letter,  lost  three  members  by  death  and  granted  two  letters. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  in  May  in  charge  of  Bro. 
C.  M.  Key  of  Roanoke.  Grandma  Bowman,  as  we  all  call  her, 
mother  of  Sister  L.  A.  Bowman,  celebrated  her  ninetieth  birth- 
day Jan.  26.  She  was  presented  with  a  gift  from  friends  and 
members  of  the  church.  We  enjoy  letters  occasionally  from  the 
family  of  one  of  our  former  pastors,  Bro.  H.  L.  Alley,  who  is 
now  on  the  mission  field  in  India. — Mrs.  Lonie  Kirks,  Schoolfield, 
Va.,   Feb.   6. 

Summit. — At  our  council  on  Dec.  31  Bro.  John  T.  Glick  and 
Bro.  E.  B.  Craun  were  again  chosen  as  co-elders.  Since  Bro. 
Wayne  Glick,  now  a  senior  at  Bridgewater  College,  had  ex- 
pressed his  desire  to  be  licensed  to  the  ministry;  this  matter  was 
attended  to  immediately  after  the  business  session  by  Bro.  Boyd 
Cupp,  who  was  present  for  this  purpose.  The  council  granted 
Bro.  Glick  this  privilege  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  interior  of 
our  church  has  recently  been  improved  by  a  decorative  curtain 
back  of  the  pulpit  which  shuts  out  the  glaring  light  from  a  win- 
dow at  the  back  of  the  speaker.  We  are  planning  a  love  feast 
for  some  time  this  spring.  The  women  of  our  church  raised 
$25  through  the  envelope  system  for  the  girls'  schools  in  India, 
China  and  Africa.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  an  offer- 
ing is  made  for  relief.  Our  ladies'  aid  members  met  one  day 
and  made  garments  for  the  refugees.  Other  new  and  good  used 
clothing,  soap,  etc.,  were  also  collected  for  this  purpos#.  On  the 
second  Sunday  in  January  a  band  of  student  volunteers  from 
Bridgewater  College  came  to  us  with  a  splendid  program  of 
talks,  poems  and  music. — Mrs.  Emory  C.  Craun,  Bridgewater, 
Va.,  Feb.  6. 

Washington 

Richland  Valley. — Our  ladies'  aid  meets  every  two  weeks.  We 
make  quilts  to  sell  and  to  give  to  those  in  need.  We  sent  a 
box  of  clothing  for  China  relief.  We  are  planning  to  have  a 
chicken  supper  at  the  Mossyrock  school  to  raise  money  for  new 
church  benches.  A  men's  singing  group  is  being  started,  with 
Mr.  Jensen  from  the  Mossyrock  school  as  director.  On  Christ- 
mas Eve  a  lovely  wedding  took  place  at  our  church  when 
Margaret  Nikos  became  the  bride  of  Harold  Adkins.  They  are 
at  home  near  Ajlune.  Our  elder  is  Bro.  Ezra  L.  Whisler,  Ajlune. 
We  are  happy  to  have  good  attendance  in  our  young  married 
people's  class.  As  a  service  project  we  have  decided  to  collect 
used  clothing  to  distribute  to  the  needy  of  our  community  and 
abroad.  We  have  socials  once  a  month.  We  have  a  party  one 
month  and  potluck  dinner  on  Sunday  the  next  month.  Some  of 
our  group  that  cannot  come  to  the  parties  enjoy  the  Sunday 
dinners.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  to  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  in  April.  Our  attendance  is 
increasing  again  after  the  influenza  epidemic. — Mrs.  Harry 
Steele,  Riffe,  Wash.,  Feb.   1. 

Wenatchee  Valley. — The  influenza  epidemic  is  past  and  the 
harvest  season  is  over;  as  a  result  our  church  attendance  is  re- 
viving. Our  Sunday  report  showed  311  at  Sunday  school,  235  at 
the  morning  service  and  142  at  the  evening  meeting.  The 
church  night  plan  on  Thursday  evening  is  working  out  admir- 
ably. The  junior  choir  meets  with  its  leader,  Mrs.  Dan  O'Dell, 
at  the  same  time  that  the  adults  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  are  with  the  pas- 
tor in  Bible  study.  After  they  are  dismissed  the  adult  choir,  led 
by  Mrs.  A.  L.  Sellers,  holds  its  practice.  This  allows  whole  fami- 
lies to  have  one  evening  out  together  instead  of  several  evenings 
for  each  different  interest.  The  energies  of  the  church  during 
the  early  winter  were  directed  toward  raising  the  building  pay- 
ments and  now  they  are  being  put  into  raising  the  mission 
money.  During  December  we  had  the  two-day  institute  here  as 
outlined  by  our  district  board.  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager  of  Ellis- 
forde  brought  the  main  address.  This  month  we  expect  the 
peace  work  team,  consisting  of  Bro.  Paul  Longenecker  of  Out- 
look and  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager,  to  be  with  us.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  group  recently  showed  the  Youth  Serves  pictures  from 
Elgin  and  invited  all  the  other  departments  to  be  their  guests. 
The  intermediate  C.  W.  group  has  shown  a  healthy  growth 
under  the  direction  of  Sister  Luckett.  They  are  making  a  spe- 
cial study  of  the  migratory  laborer.  Our  Brethren  members  are 
co-operating   with    the    other    churches    in    Douglas    and    Chelan 
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gNeher   35A  dairy  farm,   cows,  feed,   equipment,   and  es-  *J 

tablished  retail   business   one  mile   from   Manchester   Col-  £ 

5.    lege.     Combined  business  and  educational  opportunity.     I  5 

5    specialize   in   locating   our  members   in   church   communi-  jjj 

ii    ties. — O.  C.  Frantz,  North  Manchester,  Indiana.  5 
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counties  in  preparatory  services  for  the  Gypsy  Smith  revival 
services,  and  a  goodly  number  plan  to  drive  to  Waterville  to  at- 
tend the  services  when  they  are  held.  Gypsy  Smith  will  speak 
from  our  pulpit  the  one  afternoon  he  is  in  Wenatchee. — Gerald- 
ine  Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  Feb.   5. 

West  Virginia 
Sandy  Creek. — Again  during  the  fall  and  winter  our  pastor 
conducted  Bible  institutes  in  all  of  the  seven  churches  of  the 
congregation.  The  total  number  of  people  in  attendance  was 
460.  The  junior  class  studied  Jesus  and  His  Helpers;  the  young 
people  Bowman's  Home  Builders  of  Tomorrow,  and  the  adult 
groups  Personal  Religious  Living.  A  Bible  quiz  in  the  last  school 
proved  very  interesting.  These  schools  are  serving  a  definite 
need  in  our  congregation.  Our  young  people  were  represented 
at  the  regional  cabinet  meeting  in  Bridgewater  the  first  week 
of  January  and  also  at  the  retreat  in  Frederick,  Md.  Our  pas- 
tor attended  the  camp  leadership  program  and  the  Spiritual 
Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater  and  also  spent  several  days  at  the 
preaching  mission  in  Washington,  D.  C.  A  board  of  directors, 
composed  of  three  members  elected  by  each  of  our  seven 
churches,  meets  bi-monthly  to  plan  and  supervise  the  total 
church  program.  Our  board  of  directors  has  asked  him  to  con- 
duct revival  services  again  this  summer.  Progress  continues 
on  the  new  church  which  is  being  built  at  Canaan.  We  are 
planning  for  the  dedication  services  on  June  1.  Our  congre- 
gation was  represented  at  the  special  district  meeting  which  was 
held  at  Eglon.  A  weekly  church  paper  called  the  Brethren 
Visitor  is  printed  by  the  pastor.  It  contains  announcements, 
news,  personals,  editorials,  sermonettes,  local  history,  etc.  The 
last  month  a  want  ad  section  was  added  as  a  special  service  to 
our  rural  people.  This  paper  is  becoming  indispensable  in  this 
large  congregation.— Mrs.  Florence  Showalter,  Bruceton  Mills, 
W.  Va.,  Feb.  5. 

Wisconsin 
Rice  Lake, — We  are  witnessing  the  influence  of  the  church 
reaching  out  to  those  who  have  never  been  with  us  before, 
and  an  expression  of  interest  in  midweek  Bible  study  and  ladies' 
aid,  as  well  as  the  general  church  services.  We  are  seeing  some 
members  return  who  had  from  all  appearances  lost  interest  in 
the  fellowship  of  the  church.  A  hundred  per  cent  of  the  families 
will  receive  the  Messenger.  Sister  Evelyn  Kallenbach  was 
anointed  before  going  to  the  hospital  for  an  operation.  At  this 
writing  she  is  recovering.  Bro.  C.  A.  Bryan  and  Bro.  L.  T.  Vine 
performed  the  anointing  service,  which  was  witnessed  by  some 
who  had  never  seen  it.    We  see  a  change  taking  place  in  our  city 


and  county  because  of  a  united  effort  by  pastors  of  every  de- 
nomination working  together  for  the  good  of  the  community. — 
Geo.  M.  Hineline,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  Feb.  3. 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16;  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
18:  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8.  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,  widows,  poor,  sick  and  aged    (Acts  6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversy  (Matt.  7:  12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18);  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;   Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 


VALUABLE  HELPS  for  the 

TEACHER  of  INTERMEDIATES 


Teaching  Intermediates  in 

the  Church  School  ft^r» 

Alma  Stanley  Sheridan  O  *J  K* 

This  book  treats,  among  other  topics,  the  ways  of  devel- 
oping a  Christian  motive  for  all  activity. 


Intermediate  Worship 
Services 

Nevada  Miller  Whitewell 


$1.50 


52  ■worship  services  with  timely  story  suggestions  suited 
to  the  topic,  the  occasion  and  the  intermediates. 


Discovering  God  in 
the  Beautiful 

Nathana  L.  Clyde 


$1.00 


$1.00 


This  book  shows  you  how  to  find  God  in  nature,  in  mu- 
sic, in  pictures,  in  Scripture,  associating  Biblical  material 
with  material  things  at  hand. 


We  All  Need  Each  Other 

Mary  Jenness 

This  course  recognizes  the  growing  physical  interrelated- 
ness  of  all  countries  and  the  brotherhood  as  children  of 
one   Father. 


Fireside  Stories  for 
Teen  Age  Girls 

Margaret  W.  Eggleston 

A  book  of  stories  written  especially  for  girls  of  this  age. 


$1.25 


More  Fireside  Stories  for 
Girls  in  Their  Teens 


Margaret  W.  Eggleston 


$1.25 


Both  interesting  and  helpful  to  girls  and  teachers. 


Real  stories  of  real  girls  (and  some  boys),  under  assumed 
names.     Boys  will  enjoy  it  too. 


BRETHREN    PUBLISHING     HOUSE 


ELGIN.      ILLINOIS 
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Lessons  That  Appeal  and  Hold  The  Interest  of  Young  People  of  the 

"Growing-Up"  Age! 

BRETHREN 

GRADED  LESSONS 

for 

INTERMEDIATES 

Twelve  to  fourteen  is  the  "growing-up"  age  for  boys  and  girls.  It's  at  this 
crucial  stage  of  life  that  they  need  proper  guidance  in  meeting  life's  prob- 
lems. These  lessons  aim  through  Bible  study  and  discussion  of  its  appli- 
cation to  present  day  life  to  help  this  age  group  to  meet  life's  situations  and 
help  them  along  the  trail  of  Christian  life. 

MATERIAL:     Pupil's  Quarterly,     Teacher's  Quarterly 


FIRST  YEAR                    •                  SECOND  YEAR                  •                   THIRD    YEAR 

1.    Fall  Quarter 

1.    Fall  Quarter 

1.     Fall  Quarter 

PIONEERING  WITH 
JESUS 

A  JOURNEY  THROUGH 
THE  BIBLE 

WORKING  FOR  A 
CHRISTIAN  WORLD 

2.    Winter  Quarter 

PIONEERING  WITH 
JESUS 

2.    Winter  Quarter 

A  JOURNEY  THROUGH 
THE  BIBLE 

2.  Winter  Quarter 

MY  CHURCH 

3.  Spring  Quarter 

MAKING  THE  WORLD 

3.    Spring  Quarter 

USING    THE 
GUIDEBOOK 

3.  Spring  Quarter 

UNTO  ALL  PEOPLES 

A  NEIGHBORHOOD 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

FINDING   THE   TRUTH 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

ABOUT  ALCOHOL 

PIONEERING  WITH 

THE  TREASURES  IN 

WHEN  I  READ 

JESUS 

MY  STOREHOUSE 

MAKING  LIFE  COUNT 

PRICES:    Pupil's  Quarterly — Per  Copy,  Each  Quarter 12c 

Teacher's  Quarterly — Per  Copy,  Each  Quarter  30c 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

ELGIN.      ILLINOIS 


Gospel  Messenger 


Volume  90 


Number  10 


yw  litis  Tlumbel 


Editorial — 

The  Story  of  a  Symbol  (H.  A.  B.)  . . 
The  Battle  of  the  Wilderness  (E.  F.) 
Sanctifying  the  Profit  Motive  (E.  F.! 
The  Function  of  Art  (H.  A.  B.) 

Kingdom    Gleanings     

Our  China  Mission  (C.  D.  B.)  . . 
With    Our   Schools    


...  3 
...   3 

...  4 
...  4 
16,17 
...17 
...16 


The   General  Forum — 

God's  Best.     By  Mabel  Gibson    5 

Keep  Moving  (Verse).     By  Robert  Byrd   5 

On  the  Road  to  Jericho. — Part  One. 

By  Rebecca  Foutz    6 

Thought   About   After   It  Was   Over. 

By  W.  O.  Beckner   7 

What  Is  It  All  About?     By  J.  P.  Dickey 7 

What  Think  Ye  of  God?     By  C.  A.  Bamhart 8 

The  Beatitudes  and  Life  Changing. 

By  Paul  Mohler    9 

The  Kingdom.     By  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  11 

Selfish  Irrigation.     By  Chester  Shuler    12 

Our  Mission   Work — 

The  Relation  of  the  Village  School  to  the  Church. 

By  Theophil  G.  Balsari  13 

Peace  News.     Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull 14 

What  to   Pray  For    15 

Home   and   Family — 

Miss  Ethyl's  Way  With  Man. 

By  Samuel  Bernis  Wenger  18 

The  Child's  Day  (Verse).  By  May  Allread  Baker. .  18 
Wine,  Women  and  Song.     By  Paul  F.  Bechtold  ..19 

The  Threat  of  Peace.     By  Roy  White    20 

Signboard  Sermons. — No.  2. 

By  Forest  S.  Eisenbise    20 

Stewardship  Nuggets.  By  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.  ..20 
He  Remembered  His  Bible.    By  Julia  Graydon   ...20 

The   Church  at   Work — 

Camp  Planners'  Meeting;  Brethren  Camping  in  the 
Future;  The  Local  Church  and  the  Summer 
Camp;  Interdenominational  Camps  and  Con- 
ferences; Special  Leadership  in  Camp;  Some 
New  Books  on  Camping;  An  Opportunity  for  the 
Church;  Employment  Offered;  A  Dentist 
Needed;  The  Marks  of  a  Christian;  Our  District 
and  Regional  Children's  Work    21-24 


In  a  letter  telling  about  this  picture  of  Bro.  J.  H.  Wright,  Bro. 
Otho  Winger  says  that  it  "was  taken  about  the  time  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  in  North  Manchester  in  1929.  He  was  about 
eighty  years  old.  That  little  marker  was  placed  there  by  some 
friends  at  the  place  where  Bro.  James  Quinter  died  while  in 
prayer  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  1888.  Things  have  changed 
now,  for  Mr.  Peabody,  our  local  manufacturer  and  millionaire, 
has  changed  all  that  ground  as  a  part  of  his  old  people's  home 
project.  The  place  where  Bro.  Wright  is  standing  is  now  a  part 
of  a  street.  .  .  .  While  this  was  taken  some  years  ago,  Bro. 
Wright  looked  much  like  this  even  when  he  was  ninety  years 
old."    See  page  25  for  the  story  of  Bro.  Wright's  life. 


TEN  DEPARTMENTS:  EDITORIAL  .  .  .  THE  GENERAL  FORUM 
.  .  .  OUR  MISSION  WORK  .  .  .  KINGDOM  GLEANINGS  .  .  . 
HOME  AND  FAMILY  .  .  .  THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK  .  .  .  COR- 
RESPONDENCE .  .  .  FALLEN  ASLEEP  .  .  .  CHURCH  NEWS  .  .  . 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  .   .  . 
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100%  GOSPEL 
MESSENGER  CLUBS 


The  first  list  of  145  100%  Gospel  Messenger  Clubs  was  pub- 
lished in  the  issue  for  Feb.  8.  In  just  one  month  108  more  have 
been  added  to  the  list.  The  total  now  is  253  100%  clubs.  The 
75%  clubs  are  also  running  strong.  The  latest  figures  show  298 
of  the  75%  clubs.  Total  new  subscriptions  for  both  kind  of  clubs, 
6,905.  In  the  listing  below  the  name  of  the  church  is  followed 
by  the  name  of  the  pastor  and  the  name  of  the  Messenger  agent. 

California,   Northern 

Raisin  City,  Wilbur  I.  Liskey,  Nancy  Rowland. 
Waterford,    C.    H.    Cameron,    C.    H.    Cameron. 

California,    Southern,    and   Arizona 

Glendale,  First,   H.   A.   Frantz,  Lulu  Terford. 
Pasadena,  Grant  T.  McGuire,  Mrs.   Iva  Brubaker. 
Phoenix,  Glen  R.  Montz,  Mrs.  Clyde  W.  Miller. 

Colorado 

Wiley,   O.   E.   Messamer,   O,   E.   Messamer. 

Florida  and  Georgia 

Tampa,  A.  D.  Crist,  Viola  May. 

Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin 

Cherry  Grove,  Merle  R.   Hawbecker,  Mrs.  F.  H.   Heisler. 
Chippewa  Valley,   Howard  Peden,  Mrs.   Nora  Andrews. 
Sterling,  Kenneth  C.  Bechtel,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Lahman. 
West  Branch,  E.  Wayne  Gerdes,   Wayne  Brantner. 

Illinois,  Southern 

Kaskaskia,    Oliver   Dearing,    Mrs.    Grace   Morrison. 
Oakley,    W.    T.    Heckman,    Idabelle    Hood. 
Woodland,   Lester   E.   Fike,   Reuben   D.   Wickert. 

Indiana,  Middle 

Hickory  Grove,  J.  A.  Snell,  Mrs.   C.  L.  Fox. 

Santa  Fe,  F.   P.   Hostetler,  Mrs.   L.  E.  Fewell. 

Spring   Creek,   Moyne   Landis,   Walter  V.   Warner. 

Upper  Deer  Creek,  H.  U.  Fisher,  Anna  Margaret  Murphy. 

Wabash  Country,  John  F.  Frantz,  Mrs.  O.   O.   Brubaker. 

Indiana,    Northern 

Baugo,  H.  S.  Bowers,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Bowers. 

Bethany,    Leo    H.    Miller,    Bertha    C.    Weybright. 

English  Prairie,  Chas.  A.  Light,  Ova  E.   Smith. 

Michigan   City,   W.   Glenn  McFadden,   W.   G.  McFadden. 

Mt.   Pleasant,   N.   H.   Miller,   Mrs.    Owen   Price. 

New  Paris,  Wm.  Brubaker,  Mary  C.  Kiefer. 

Pine   Creek,  Joseph   E.   Whitacre,   Mrs.   Albert  F.   Burke. 

Rock  Run,  J.  S.  Zigler,  J.  S.  Zigler. 

Union   Center,  John  D.   FredericK,   Curtis  E.   Sheets. 

Indiana,  Southern 

Indianapolis,   Harry  K.   Zeller,  Jr.,  R.   E.   Mathews. 

Middletown,  E.  L.  McCullough,  Mrs.  Phoebe  E.  Good. 

Nettle  Creek  (Locust  Grove),  O.  D.  Werking,  Mrs.  Clessie  Miller. 

Pyrmont,  Robert  L.   Sink,  Miss  Inez  Boyd. 

Richmond,   E.    O.   Norris,   John   A.    Olt. 

Rossville,  Robert  L.  Sink,  Mrs.  Lillian  A.  HufTord. 

Iowa,   Middle 

Des  Moines  Valley,  Glen  M.  Baird,  Mrs.  Earl  Goughnour. 
Fernald,    Earl    E.    Jarboe,    Mrs.    Earl    E.    Jarboe. 
Panther  Creek,  L.  A.  Walker,  Galen  E.   Swartz. 

Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota   and   South  Dakota 

Ivester,   Earl   M.   Frantz,    Earl   M.   Frantz. 
Lewistown,   J.    H.    Mathis,    Christian    Wirtz. 
Sheldon,  J.  E.  Rolston,  Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimmel. 

Iowa,   Southern 

Council   Bluffs,   O.   C.   Caskey,   Mrs.   Delia   Huffins. 
Franklin,   A.   L.   Sears,   Mrs.   Myrtle   Hughes. 

Kansas,  Northeastern 

Ozawkie,  Guy  H.  Brammell,  Mrs.  Harvey  Gauby. 

Kansas,  Northwestern 

Maple   Grove,   D.  W.   Kesler,   Elmer  F.   Johnson. 

North  Solomon,  Wallace  W.  McDaneld,  Mrs.  John  Moyer. 

Kansas,  Southeastern 

Galesburg,    Byron    Talhelm,    Mrs.    Byron    Talhelm. 
Paint   Creek,   Max   Hartsough,   Max   Hartsough. 

Kansas,    Southwestern 

Wichita,  First,  James  H.  Elrod,  Elmer  R.  Baldwin. 

Maryland,  Eastern 

Denton,   N.   J.   Miller,   Mrs.   Earl   Holsinger. 

Maryland,   Middle 
Broadfording,    D.   R.   Petre,    Charles    S.    Hykes. 


Michigan 

Battle    Creek,    F.    E.    Mallott,    Archie    Gorham. 
Rodney,  Ernest  Jehnsen,  Florence  Van  Westrienen. 
Shepherd,   David    P.    Schechter,    Iva   A.    Harmon. 
Sugar  Ridge,  B.  A.  Miller,  Bruce  A.  Miller. 
Sunfield,   Walter   G.    Fisher,   Walter    Kimmel. 

Missouri,  Northern 
Wakenda,   E.  F.   Sherfy,  Mary   A.   Bowman. 

Missouri,  Southern,   and  Arkansas 
Cabool,   A.   W.  Adkins,   Mrs.   LeRoy  Riley. 
Peace  Valley,  P.  L.  Fike,  Zella  M.  Fike. 

North    and    South    Carolina 

New   Haven,  Gilbert  Osborne,  John   A.  Reed. 

North  Dakota  and  E.  Montana 

James  River,  Sylvan  Stemen,  Mrs.  Walter  McKee. 

Ohio,    Northeastern 
Black  River,  Arthur  L.  Dodge,  Jesse  Garver. 
Hartville,   Clyde   Mulligan,   I.   R.   Young. 
Kent,  E.  A.  Edwards,  Kent  Carnahan. 
Maple  Grove,  D.  E.  Sower,  Mrs.  Fern  Burley. 
Woodworth,  G.   S.   Strausbaugh,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Good. 
Wooster,  W.  D.  Fisher,  Letha  Holmes. 

Ohio,    Northwestern 

Defiance,   Orville  Noffsinger,   Mrs.   Ethel   Rangeler. 
Pleasant  Center,  S.  U.  Snavely.  Mrs.  Carl  Bretz. 
Swan  Creek,  W.  E.  Hamilton,  Mrs.  Clarence  Haller. 

Ohio,   Southern 

Bear  Creek.  Galen  B.  Royer,  Alva  Richards. 
Beech  Grove,  E.  S.  Hollinger,  Mrs.  Charles  Baker. 
Bradford,  G.  E.  Weaver,  Mrs.  Oscar  Bailey. 
Ft.  McKinley,  C.  F.  McKee,  Mrs.  T.  S.  Eikenberry. 
Marble  Furnace,   Paul  J.   Wright,  William  Dunlap. 
New  Carlisle,  H.  H.  Helman,  Harry  R.  Smith. 
Pleasant  Valley,  C.  G.  Erbaugh,  Miss  Marie  Caupp. 
Poplar  Grove,  D.  G.  Berkebile,  Mrs.  Ruth  Burkett. 
Sidney,  S.  S.  Blough,  Mrs.  Edith  Friend. 
Trotwood,  E.   R.   Fisher,  Mrs.  J.   B.  Flora. 
West  Milton,  H.  E.  Helstern,  A.  T.  Lutz. 

Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas,  and  New  Mexico 

Waka,   Dan   L.   Blickenstaff,   Mrs.  Roy   Burger. 

Oregon 

Ashland,  Ernest  J.  Wine,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Lininger. 
Newberg,  Ralph  R.  Hatton,  Gussie  V.  McPheron. 
Weston,    E.   E.    Tucker,   Grace   Bonewitz. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern 

East  Petersburg,  P.  J.  Forney,  Mrs.  John  P.  Gingrich. 
Harrisburg,   H.  B.   Helsey,  E.   M.  Byren. 
Indian   Creek,   A.   A.   Price,   J.   Wilford   Price. 
Maiden  Creek,  H.  H.  Reber,  Claude  C.  Weidman. 
Reading,  D.  H.  Markey,  Mrs.  R.  N.  Knappenberger. 

Pennsylvania,   Middle 

Smithfield,   Emmert   Frederick,   Mrs.   Fred    Hoover. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeastern,  New  Jersey  and  Eastern  New  York 
Green  Tree,  David  K.  Hanawalt,  Mrs.  J.  Elmer  Neyhauser. 

Pennsylvania,   Western 

Hooversville,  W.  D.  Rummel.  Emma  C.  Blough. 
Oakdale,  J.  H.  Wimmer,  Virginia  L.  Hetrick. 

Tennessee 

Johnson  City,  Cecil  C.   Ikenberry,  Cecil  C.  Ikenberry. 
New  Hope,  Fred  Bowman,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Taylor. 
Pleasant  Hill,  S.   H.  Garst,   S.   H.   Garst. 

Texas  and  Louisiana 

Falfurrias,  J.  F.  Hoke,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Dague. 
Rosepine,  Geo.  E.  Hallett,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Harriman. 

Virginia,   Eastern 

Manassas,  E.  E.  Blough,  Mrs.   Orrin  M.  Kline. 
Midland,  J.  A.  Hinegardner,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Ritchie. 

Virginia,   First 

Mount  Joy,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Broughman,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brough- 
man. 

Virginia,  Northern 

Unity  (Bethel),  Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  S.  D.  Zigler. 

Virginia,   Second 

Summit,   Wm.   J.   Hotchkiss,   Jesse   Click. 
Washington 

Outlook,   Paul    S.    Longenecker,    Jessie    Crites. 
Sunnyside,   June    Yearout,    Mrs.    Harold    Minkler. 
Whitestone,   C.   E.   Holmes,  Mrs.   G.   A.   Williams. 

West   Virginia,   First 

Beaver  Run,  A.  S.  A.  Holsinger,  J.  Curtis  Miller. 
Sunnyside,  B.  W.  Smith,  B.  W.  Smith. 
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ED  ITO  RIA  L 


The  Story  of  a  Symbol 

About  two  years  ago  when  Brethren  in  Reality 
was  adopted  as  the  theme  for  a  church  year,  it 
was  thought  there  should  be  something  provided 

to  symbolize  the  idea. 
Many  will  recall  the  two 
hands  holding  a  cup, 
with  the  shadow  of  a 
cross  in  the  background, 
which  was  used  as  the 
symbol  for  the  year 
when  Brethren  in  Reali- 
ty was  the  theme. 

The  picture  thus  used 
was  suggested  by  the 
well-known  scripture 
about  the  giving  of  a  cup  of  cold  water.  But  to 
portray  the  deeper  implications  of  such  an  act  not 
just  any  cup  or  hands  would  do.  Then  it  came  to 
light  that  years  ago  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  was  given  a 
cup  once  used  in  connection  with  the  communion 
service  as  kept  in  the  mother  church  at  German- 
town. 

This  cup  was  passed  on  to  Bro.  J.  E.  Miller.  For 
the  picture,  Bro.  Miller  offered  the  cup  to  Bro.  C. 
D.  Bonsack.  Thus  the  cup  used  was  in  itself  sym- 
bolic of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  The  hands  shown  were  those  of  breth- 
ren who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  church 
they  love.  The  underlying  motive  in  such  service 
is  that  of  the  will  to  sacrifice — hence,  the  shadow 
of  the  cross  in  the  background. 

More  recently,  and  in  connection  with  our  re- 
lief and  camp  work,  it  was  thought  we  should 
have  some  appropriate  symbol  which  could  be 
used  to  give  quick  and  meaningful  identification. 
There  should  be  something  that  could  be  used  on 
a  package  of  relief  materials,  or  literature,  and 
even  to  identify  equipment,  which  would  be  un- 


derstood  and  respected.     But  just   what   should 
this  emblem  be? 

Now  look  at  the  symbol  shown  herewith.  The 
symbolic  significance  of  the  circle  is  that  of  com- 
pleteness. The  hands  and  the  cup  were  carried 
over  from  the  Brethren  in  Reality  symbol  and  re- 
tain their  meaning.  Brethren  Service  clears  any 
question  as  to  the  group  using  this  emblem.  Be- 
hind, and  supporting  all,  is  a  substantial  cross. 
May  we  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  really  ex- 
emplify that  which  is  suggested  by  the  new  Breth- 
ren Service  Symbol.  H.  a.  b. 

The  Battle  of  the  Wilderness 

We  do  not  refer  to  the  Civil  War  battle  of  that 
name  which  the  armies  of  Grant  and  Lee  fought 
to  no  definite  conclusion.  We  are  thinking  of  a 
far  more  important  battle  in  the  wilderness  of 
Judea.  Do  you  remember  what  that  one  was 
about  and  which  side  won? 

The  wilderness  furnished  the  geographical  lo- 
cation only.  The  real  battleground  was  the  soul 
of  Jesus.  Would  a  high  place  in  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world,  won  by  a  quick  and  smashing  victory 
over  the  legions  of  Rome,  be  better  than  a  high 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  righteousness,  attainable 
only  through  incalculable  cost  in  suffering  and 
time?  That  was  a  battle  worth  fighting  and  win- 
ning, wasn't  it? 

There  is  another  battle  of  the  wilderness  in 
progress  and  at  the  present  writing  it  looks  too 
much  like  a  stalemate.  We  refer  here  not  to  the 
one  in  Europe  or  any  other  of  the  warring  coun- 
tries, but  the  one  which  these  wars  have  incited  in 
the  mind  of  Christendom.  Is  not  that  mind  a  wil- 
derness in  which  the  love  of  right  is  caught  and 
torn  between  the  horns  of  a  terrible  dilemma?  It 
wants  to  stop  the  raging  madman  and  it  wants  to 
follow  Christ  but  it  cannot  quite  trust  his  slow 
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and  patient  way  with  raging  madmen.  Let's  keep 
on  believing  that  the  final  issue  of  this  battle  will 
be  as  surely  right  as  was  the  one  fought  out  in  the 
Judean  wilderness. 

Is  there  another  wilderness  battleground  in 
your  soul  and  mine,  with  an  issue  at  stake,  of  less 
significance  indeed  than  that  struggled  with  and 
settled  in  the  soul  of  Jesus  and  yet  essentially  like 
it?  Did  he  not  say  as  much?  Did  he  not  say  that 
we  cannot  belong  to  him  unless  we  follow  him  in 
taking  up  the  cross?  Does  the  prospect  of  quick- 
won  material  greatness  entice  us  more  than  the 
distant  picture  of  costlier  spiritual  victories?  It  is 
the  same  old  battle. 

Lent  is  here  to  spur  us  on  to  more  vigorous 
fighting.  These  forty  days  are  no  different  from 
any  other,  except  that  memories  of  what  went  on 
in  that  other  forty  some  nineteen  centuries  ago 
should  bring  us  the  new  supply  of  courage  that 
we  need.  They  invite  us  to  reaffirm  the  answer 
given  in  our  baptismal  covenant  to  the  question 
stated  above,  and  to  realize  the  new  seriousness 
of  the  conflict  which  we  face. 

We  do  reaffirm  that  answer.  None  of  us  can 
doubt  how  the  battle  should  come  out  nor  how  the 
battle  in  the  larger  wilderness  will  come  out  at 
last.  But  how  is  the  conflict  going  in  our  indi- 
vidual wildernesses?  Is  there  uncertainty  and 
confusion  there?  Or  is  there  a  clear  grasp  of  the 
ends  for  which  we  fight  and  a  firm  grip  on  the 
weapons  of  our  warfare? 

That  is  the  issue  which  the  Lenten  call  for  self- 
denial  and  rededication  thrusts  into  our  faces,  and 
never  did  the  call  come  with  greater  urgency  than 
now.  E.  F. 

Sanctifying  the  Profit  Motive 

When  you  talk  about  the  profit  motive  and  in- 
veigh against  it  so  eloquently,  are  you  sure  that 
you  know  just  what  you  mean? 

To  seek  profit  at  the  expense  of  another,  or  with 
purpose  to  use  it  for  one's  own  pleasure  in  dis- 
regard of  the  need  of  others — that  is  unquestion- 
ably bad.  There  is  no  Christian  spirit  in  that.  To 
seek  profit  that  the  lives  of  others  may  be  en- 
riched as  well  as  one's  own,  or  that  the  sum  total 
of  resources  available  for  human  welfare  may  be 
multiplied — that   is   unquestionably  good. 

The  creation  of  wealth  for  service  to  mankind 
is  a  noble  endeavor,  and  all  the  more  so  now  when 
it  is  being  destroyed  at  such  a  terrific  rate.  Cre- 
ative enterprise  should  be  given  all  possible  en- 
couragement. The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  ful- 
ness thereof  and  he  made  it  all  for  the  use  of  his 
children. 


Jesus  accepted  the  fact  of  the  profit  motive  and 
appealed  to  good  judgment  in  the  exercise  of  it. 
Where's  the  profit,  he  asked,  in  gaining  the  whole 
world  and  losing  your  soul  in  the  process?  His 
teaching  makes  plain  the  way  to  attack  that  prob- 
lem in  profit  and  loss  and  to  insure  finding  the 
right  answer. 

To  make  it  safe  and  wholesome  the  profit  motive 
must  be  well  mixed  with  common  sense  and  love. 

E.  F. 

The  Function  of  Art 

Concerning  a  mural  being  painted  in  the  chil- 
dren's room  in  the  library  of  a  midwestern  city, 
the  chief  assistant  librarian  is  quoted  as  saying: 
"Children  ordinarily  like  pictures  of  Indians,  but 
they  don't  like  this  picture.  The  figures  of  the  In- 
dians are  distorted  and  the  whole  scene  is  one  of 
needless  horror,  particularly  when  it  is  considered 
that  some  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  come  to  the 
room  are  only  six  years  old."  With  this  statement 
appeared  photographic  reproductions  of  sections 
of  the  mural.  If  these  may  be  trusted,  the  writer 
concurs  in  the  opinion  of  the  librarian. 

Perhaps  a  mere  editor  should  withhold  com- 
ment, for  he  is  just  one  of  the  one  hundred  mil- 
lion guinea  pigs  supposed  to  take  and  like  what 
is  offered.  And  yet,  the  criticism  given  above  does 
present  a  convenient  excuse  to  air  some  views 
about  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  art.  And  so  to 
proceed  with  our  story.  The  defense  offered  in 
the  case  of  the  mural  was  that  it  is  "an  example 
of  the  modern  cartoon  school  of  art."  Apparently 
as  some  kind  of  art  it  has  a  right  to  be,  though 
some  children  are  scared  by  it  and  many  parents 
disgusted.  What  we  have  here  seems  to  be  a  fair 
sample  of  the  use  of  art  as  a  mysterious  blanket 
justification.  And  this  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  one 
finds  in  many  other  fields.  This  or  that  bizarre  or 
atrocious  thing  is  justified  as  art — as  beyond  the 
challenge  of  the  common  man. 

And  so  we  were  glad  to  read  after  one  authority 
who  said  that  "the  function  of  art  is  the  creation 
of  beauty."  This  does  not  sound  much  like  a  de- 
fense of  second  grade  sketches,  radio  programs 
that  frighten  our  children,  and  novels  that  dish  up 
the  garbage  can  experiences  of  life.  Consider  also 
that  the  beauty  created  by  the  true  artist  is  not 
just  that  of  the  skilled  craftsman  who  can  repro- 
duce the  great  work,  but  never  quite  express  in- 
terpretative insight.  And  this  is  especially  true 
of  the  Oriental  artist,  who  does  not  necessarily  try 
to  reproduce,  but  rather  to  interpret  the  inner 
meaning  of  his  subject.  Then  another  thing,  "the 
main  purpose  of  art  is  to  give  pleasure."  This  may 
be  enough  for  one  time.  H.  A.  b. 
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THE     GENERAL     FORUM 


God's  Best 

BY   MABEL   GIBSON 

"God  has  his  best  things  for  the  few 
Who  dare  to  stand  the  test; 
He  has  his  second  best  for  those 
Who  will  not  have  his  best." 

Thus  runs  a  verse  of  an  old  poem.  The  idea  is 
simply  but  pointedly  stated.  God  does  have  his 
best  things  for  the  few  who  are  willing  to  stand 
the  test;  and  he  has  a  second  best  for  those  who 
will  not  have  his  best.  God  has  a  "best"  and  a 
"second  best"  for  each  of  our  individual  lives;  but 
he  leaves  the  alternative  to  us.  At  Christ's  words 
to  Peter,  "Come  ye  after  me,"  Peter  left  all  and 
followed  him.  But,  as  we  all  know,  this  was  not 
the  case  with  the  rich  young  ruler.  To  him  the 
acceptance  of  the  higher  choice  would  demand 
too  much  sacrifice. 

As  in  the  lives  of  these  two  men,  so  each  of  us 
as  a  Christian  stands  sometime  during  his  life  at 
the  crossroads  of  decision.  One  road  is  wider  and 
has  been  more  traveled  than  the  other;  it  is  less 
adventuresome  and  daring;  it  takes  less  faith  to 
follow  it,  for  the  risk  of  hazard  is  not  so  great. 
But  the  wide  road  does  not  offer  its  traveler  the 
reward  at  the  end  nor  the  joy  during  the  journey 
that  the  narrower  one  does.  You  and  I  must 
choose  which  road  we  will  take.  We  cannot  avoid 
the  decision,  for  to  choose  the  one  is  to  refuse  the 
other.  Furthermore,  once  we  make  our  choice 
there  is  no  turning  back.  Life  does  not  give  us  a 
second  chance. 

We  all  know  people  who  have  come  to  the 
place  they  would  like  to  revise  an  earlier  choice. 
One  such  is  a  certain  middle-aged  man — in  fact, 
he  has  passed  the  half  century  mark.  Outwardly 
he  seems  perfectly  happy.  He  is  established  in  a 
good  business.  He  has  a  lovely  wife  and  several 
children.  He  has  everything  in  life  to  make  a 
man  happy — or  has  he?  As  a  young  man  in  a 
Christian  college  he  felt  the  call  to  the  ministry. 
But  instead  of  heeding  the  call  he  centered  his 
mind  on  other  things  in  order  to  forget  this  call. 
Of  course,  he  could  not  entirely  obliterate  the  pull 
of  this  higher  call,  so  when  it  came  too  strongly 
to  his  attention  he  argued  that  he  could  serve  the 
Lord  in  the  business  world.  After  all,  he  wanted 
to  make  money;  the  salary  a  minister  received — 
if  you  could  call  it  that — would  not  begin  to  satis- 
fy his  monetary  wants.  And,  too,  he  thought,  one 
would  always  have  to  think  about  the  welfare  of 
others;  he  could  never  have  much  time  to  enjoy 
life  for  himself.     He  would  be  continually  tied 


down.  No!  He  would  not  be  a  minister.  But 
somehow  as  the  years  slipped  by  his  success  in 
business  and  his  reputation  as  an  upright  and  in- 
fluential man  in  his  community  did  not  seem  to 
fill  the  empty  place  in  his  soul.  A  minister,  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  his,  passed  on  a  remark  made  to 
him  by  this  man.  "I'd  give  anything,"  he  said,  "if 
I  had  taken  the  other  road." 

A  few  years  ago  the  world  knew  Albert  Schweit- 
zer as  a  famous  organist,  but  today  it  knows  him 
as  a  missionary  in  darkest  Africa.  Why  did  he 
give  up  such  a  fine  career,  you  ask.  He  could  have 
praised  the  Lord  playing  the  pipe  organ  before 
thousands  of  rapt  listeners  and  still  have  been  a 
Christian.  Why  did  he  need  to  sacrifice  such  tal- 
ented fingers  helping  a  lot  of  people  he  had  never 
even  seen.  Were  there  not  plenty  of  talented  in- 
dividuals who  could  have  gone  in  his  place?  Why 
should  he,  Albert  Schweitzer,  go  to  the  mission 
field?  He  might  have  argued,  but  we  know  he  did 
not.  When  the  call  came,  he  went.  Today  the  world 
knows  Albert  Schweitzer  as  an  organist  only  when 
he  plays  on  furloughs  to  earn  money  to  use  for  his 
work  in  Africa.  Had  he  continued  his  former  pro- 
fession in  future  years  his  memory  would  doubt- 
less be  forgotten  in  the  lives  of  those  for  whom  he 
was  willing  to  give  himself  as  a  living  sacrifice. 


Keep  Moving 

BY  ROBERT  BYRD 

I  sat  and  mused  beside  a  stream 

One  glorious  autumn  day. 

Its  song  induced  my  soul  to  dream 

And  pen  another  lay. 

I  heard  the  whisper  of  the  breeze 

As  it  stole  softly  by; 

I  saw  upon  the  autumn  trees 

The  impress  of  the  High. 

And  there  perchance  I  saw  upon 

The  waves  that  rippled  near 

A  stone  flung  by  a  boyish  hand, 

Which  skimmed  the  crest  with  cheer. 

It  sailed  as  though  an  unseen  hand 

Withheld  it  from  its  grave; 

Then  slowly,  as  it  ceased  to  move, 

It  sank  beneath  the  wave. 

I  thought,  "How  like  is  human  kind 

In  word  and  thought  and  deed. 

We  ride  the  waves  of  stormy  seas 

With  needful  forward  speed; 

But  when  we  cease  to  brave  the  storm 

Become  as  faltering  knaves; 

We  lose  our  trust  and  courage  warm 

And  sink  beneath  the  waves." 

Junior,  W.  Va. 
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When  his  task  on  earth  is  done  he  will  hear  the 
words  of  his  Master,  "Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  the 
Lord." 

How  many  Christians  are  doing  their  best? 
Some  of  us  will  say,  "I'm  a  regular  churchgoer." 
Perhaps  you  are,  but  maybe  you  could  be  a  Sun- 
day-school teacher,  a  member  of  the  choir,  or  fill 
some  church  office.  You  say,  "I  tithe  and  give 
alms."  That  is  fine;  but  the  Lord  wants  yourself 
as  well  as  your  money.  As  a  young  person  you 
are  deciding  upon  what  you  want  to  do  with  your 
life.  Have  you  ever  asked  God  what  he  would 
have  you  do  with  your  life? 

Which  choice  will  we  make,  the  better  or  the 
best?  Will  we  be  like  the  rich  young  ruler  who 
went  away  sorrowful  or  like  Peter  who  said, 
"Lord,  I  have  left  all  to  follow  thee?" 

Westmont,  III. 


On  the  Road  to  Jericho 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 
Given  to  a  Young  People's  Group 

In  Three  Parts — Part  One 

In  Luke  10:  30  this  incident  is  related — "A  cer- 
tain man  was  going  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jer- 
icho and  he  fell  among  thieves  which  stripped  him 
of  his  raiment  and  wounded  him  and  departed, 
leaving  him  half  dead"  (R.  V.) . 

This  verse  is  found  in  the  parable  commonly 
called  the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  familiar  that  Christ  gave.  And 
while  the  lesson  that  is  ordinarily  taken  from  it  is 
always  a  needed  one,  may  we  not  find  yet  more 
meaning  in  it?  For  we  never  quite  plumb  the 
depths  of  what  Christ  taught.  His  words  touch 
life  at  all  points. 

The  man  who  met  this  misfortune  was  on  a 
journey.  Are  we  not  all  on  a  journey — the  jour- 
ney of  life?  Young  people  are  in  the  early  stages 
of  this  journey.  The  older  ones  have  traveled 
farther  and  have  experienced  more  of  the  dangers 
that  lie  in  wait  along  the  way.  May  it  not  help 
us  all  to  learn  something  of  the  robbers  along  the 
highway  of  life  and  of  what  they  rob  us,  leaving 
us  wounded  and  bleeding  and  dying? 

As  unpleasant  as  such  an  experience  would  be, 
it  is  not  the  person  who  might  hold  you  up  and 
take  the  money  in  your  pocket  or  even  wound  you 
physically,  that  you  need  really  fear.  It  is  the 
highwayman  who  will  strip  you  of  good  character 
or  reputation,  of  Christian  manhood  or  woman- 
hood, yes,  even  rob  you  of  eternal  life  itself, 
against  whom  you  must  be  on  guard. 


In  this  respect  even  the  law  of  the  land  is  no 
help.  It  will  punish  a  man  who  takes  your  money 
by  force,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  licenses  places 
all  along  the  highway  that  will  rob  you  of  every- 
thing that  is  worth  while  in  life;  yes,  even  destroy 
your  soul. 

There  is  only  one  real  help  for  the  dangers 
along  the  highway  of  life,  and  that  is  Christ.  And 
if  he  is  to  keep  us  from  life's  highwaymen  or  save 
us  after  we  have  been  overcome,  as  did  the  good 
Samaritan,  he  must  be  real,  he  must  be  supreme 
in  our  lives.  Is  this  true  in  my  life?  Is  it  true  in 
your  life? 

Nowadays  we  hear  considerable  giving  of  testi- 
mony by  young  people  as  to  what  Christ  means  to 
them.  This  is  well  and  good  if  it  fits  with  the  life 
testimony.  Do  we  not  reflect  him  just  in  propor- 
tion as  we  truly  follow  him  and  allow  him  to  con- 
trol our  daily  lives?  In  our  daily  toil  and  contacts 
we  must  all  meet  the  world  as  it  is.  And  what  is 
more,  the  world  usually  reads  you  and  me  for  its 
Bible. 

Now  what  are  some  of  the  despoilers  that  lie  in 
wait? 

To  those  who  follow  the  highway  of  learning,  is 
not  unbelief  the  formidable  foe  that  is  likely  to  be 
met  along  the  way?  This  foe  will  destroy  the 
very  foundation  on  which  a  worth-while  life  is 
founded — faith  in  God's  inspired  Word  and  belief 
in  Christ  as  Lord  and  Redeemer.  It  is  a  subtle,  in- 
sidious robber  that  will  leave  you  mortally 
wounded  unless  you  put  God's  wisdom  above 
man's.  Just  remember  this — man's  wisdom  will 
pass  away  but  God's  is  truth  through  all  the  ages, 
yea,  even  through  eternity. 

Is  hate  or  envy  piercing  you  through  with  dag- 
ger thrusts?  They  are  a  canker  that  will  rob  you 
of  peace  and  happiness. 

Are  covetousness  or  worldly  ambition  robbing 
you  of  being  a  good,  a  faithful  steward  in  all — 
talents  as  well  as  money — that  God  entrusts  to 
you?  This  is  a  deadly  foe  to  those  whom  it  way- 
lays. 

Is  the  thief,  lack  of  time,  causing  you  to  neglect 
prayer  or  the  reading  of  the  Word,  thus  stealing 
food  from  you  without  which  you  will  spiritually 
starve?  This  being  too  busy  is  a  very  plausible 
foe,  but  none  the  less  fatal.  We  do  not  allow  it  to 
rob  us  of  food  for  the  body.  Some  even  find  time 
to  banquet.  Why  let  it  cheat  us  of  the  most  neces- 
sary feeding? 

Do  you  allow  unbecoming  language  to  rob  you 
of  influence  for  right? 

Or  is  lust  dealing  you  a  deadly  blow,  stripping 
you  of  the  raiment  of  respect,  or  Christian  man- 
hood or  womanhood?    This  is  a  foe  that  strikes  all 
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along  the  way,  not  only  wounding  and  destroying 
the  flesh  but  also  the  soul.  How  many  it  has  slain 
and  how  God's  whole  armor  is  needed  to  success- 
fully combat  it!  Wild  oats  sown  must  also  be 
reaped. 

Once  sin  wounds  and  robs  you,  does  it  ever  help 
you  out  of  your  plight?  Not  at  all.  Like  the 
highwayman  in  the  parable  or  any  other  thief,  it 
goes  its  way  looking  for  other  victims. 

And  who  are  the  priest  and  Levite?  Are  they 
not  the  preacher  or  teacher  who  fails  to  warn  or 
help  you,  who  passes  by,  saying  in  action  if  not  in 
word  that  some  things  are  not  so  dangerous  and 
fails  to  give  the  healing,  saving  message? 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Thought  About  After  It  Was  Over 

BY  W.  O.  BECKNER 

It  was  in  the  discussion  of  the  Sunday-school 
lesson  which  we  had  recently,  the  one  that  had 
the  story  of  the  good  Samaritan  in  it.  The  law- 
yer wanted  to  know,  first,  what  he  might  do  to  in- 
herit eternal  life;  second,  who  was  his  neighbor. 

I  have  little  patience  with  the  attitude  of  the 
lawyer.  He  was  more  interested  in  justifying 
himself  in  his  own  shortcomings  than  he  was  in 
eternal  life.  It  seemed  to  me  that  some  in  the 
class  that  morning  came  desperately  near  being  in 
the  same  group  as  the  lawyer.  We  quibbled  over 
the  different  kinds  of  love,  love  for  the  neighbor, 
love  for  wife  or  husband,  love  for  self. 

For  one  thing,  I  think  we  often  lose  the  real 
meaning  of  the  word  love  by  trying  to  tie  it  up  to 
one  of  several  Greek  words.  When  the  angels 
sang  their  wondrous  carols  over  Bethlehem's  pas- 
ture-plains, announcing  the  greatest  love-gift  ever 
made,  their  song  was  understood;  it  was  about 
goodwill.  We  can  understand  that  too.  It  is  sim- 
ply friendliness.  God  has  a  friendly  attitude  to- 
ward men.  God  has  no  degrees  of  love  for  men. 
All  alike  are  the  objects  of  his  concern.  Jesus, 
the  One  who  was  most  like  the  Father,  loved  each 
one  of  his  twelve  and  was  so  friendly  with  them 
that  the  eleven  were  puzzled  and  surprised  when 
one  of  them  was  discovered  to  be  a  traitor.  No 
doubt  Jesus  understood  them  all  and  no  doubt  he 
found  greater  enjoyment  personally  in  being  with 
John  or  James  or  Peter;  but  his  friendly  attitude 
toward  Judas  was  so  genuine  that  no  one  sus- 
pected that  anything  was  wrong. 

Jesus'  love  was  like  that  of  the  Father,  going 
out  in  friendly  efforts  to  help  the  other  fellow  to 
"be  a  better  person,  giving  him  all  the  while  the 
perfect  example  in  his  own  conduct  toward  the 
other  fellow. 


It  seems  to  me  that  what  we  should  be  con- 
cerned about  is  not  to  know  the  difference  be- 
tween love  for  wife  or  brother  or  neighbor  or  en- 
emy. It  should  rather  be  that  our  attitude  of 
heart  should  be  genuine  in  quality,  flowing  out 
from  us  to  everyone,  be  he  enemy  or  known 
friend.  I  have  seen  many  artesian  wells.  Out  of 
them  the  water  comes  pouring  in  a  constant 
stream,  out  from  the  heart  of  the  earth,  never  ask- 
ing itself  what  difference  it  (the  well)  must  make 
between  those  whom  it  serves.  Here  comes  the 
man  whose  throat  is  parching  with  thirst,  yet  he  is 
mean  and  selfish;  the  well  pours  out  its  waters 
to  give  him  satisfying  help.  Here  comes  one 
whose  hands  are  covered  with  grime  and  dirt;  yet 
that  stream  of  water  pours  itself  out  for  his  help. 
It  comes  out  because  there  is  a  big  supply  within. 

My  thought  about  it  afterward  is  that  our  con- 
cern should  be,  not  what  the  difference  is  between 
the  love  we  give  wife  or  self  or  friend  or  foe,  but 
rather  that  there  is  within  us  that  fountain  of  liv- 
ing water,  that  fountain  of  friendliness  which 
gives  itself  without  thought  of  discrimination  to 
all  others  of  God's  creation.  It  is  ours  to  keep  the 
fountain  open  and  keep  a  full  supply  within. 

Elgin,  III. 


What  Is  It  All  About? 

BY  J.  P.  DICKEY 

A  few  days  ago  a  man  was  working  at  a  task 
that  required  muscle  and  brawn  as  well  as 
thoughtful  application.  A  lady  coming  past 
paused  to  ask,  "Working  hard?" 

"Yes,"  answered  the  man,  "I  always  have  some- 
thing to  work  at.  It  seems  I  never  get  through. 
But  maybe  it  would  be  worse  if  I  didn't  have 
something  to  do,  so  I  just  keep  at  it." 

The  woman  continued  in  doleful  strain,  "Oh! 
That's  it!  It  is  just  work,  work  every  day.  I 
sometimes  wonder  what  it  is  all  about.  What's  it 
for?    Just  to  beat  a  path  to  the  cemetery,  I  guess." 

Life  is  full  of  questions,  but  it  is  not  all  ques- 
tions. Life  has  its  measure  of  joy  and  tragedy 
and  hope.    It  is  true  as  Longfellow  wrote: 

Art  is  long  and  time  is  fleeting, 
And  our  hearts  though  stout  and  brave, 
Still  like  muffled  drums  are  beating 
Funeral  marches  to  the  grave. 

But  it  isn't  true  that  there  is  no  march  beyond. 
When  that  woman  said,  "I  wonder  what  it's 
all  about,"  she  sensed  in  her  way  the  problem  of 
humanity,  its  purpose  and  destiny.  Her  failure 
was  that  she  stopped  at  the  cemetery.  She  saw  a 
mere  station  along  the  way  as  a  destination.  She 
failed  to  see  that  the  grave  is  merely  a  station 
along  the  highway  of  human  existence. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— March  8,  1941 


"He  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit 
reap  life  everlasting"  (Gal.  6:  8).  There  is  more 
ahead  than  the  cemetery.  There  is  a  larger  sphere 
in  which  to  act,  a  more  glorious  achievement  to 
attain,  a  more  joyous  life  to  experience. 

"Humble  yourselves  therefore  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God,  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time: 
casting  all  your  care  on  him;  for  he  careth  for 
you"  (1  Peter  5:  7,  8). 

Pomona,  Calif. 


What  Think  Ye  of  God? 

BY  C.   A.   BARNHART 

It  was  Voltaire  who  said:  "If  God  did  not  exist 
it  would  be  necessary  to  invent  him."  Turner 
says:  "There  is  beauty  in  the  name  appropriated 
by  the  Saxon  nations  to  the  Deity,  unequalled  ex- 
cept by  his  most  venerated  Hebrew  appellation. 
They  called  him  "God,"  which  is  literally  "The 
Good."  The  same  word  thus  signifies  the  Deity 
and  his  most  endearing  quality." 

H.  W.  Beecher  says:  "The  very  word  'God'  sug- 
gests care,  kindness,  goodness;  and  the  idea  of 
God  in  his  infinity,  is  infinite  care,  infinite  kind- 
ness, infinite  goodness.  .  .  .  We  give  God  the  name 
of  good;  it  is  only  by  shortening  it  that  it  becomes 
God." 

The  Mohammedans  have  ninety-nine  names  for 
God,  but  among  them  all  they  have  not  "our  Fa- 
ther." When  finite  man  undertakes  to  define  or 
paint  a  picture  of  the  infinite,  the  image  is  likely 
to  be  grossly  distorted.  Lizette  Woodworth  Reese 
says:  "Creeds  grow  so  thick  along  the  way  their 
boughs  hide  God." 

Plutarch  says:  "It  were  better  to  have  no  opin- 
ion of  God  at  all  than  such  an  one  as  is  unworthy 
of  him;  for  the  one  is  only  unbelief — the  other  is 
contempt."  Men  build  creeds  in  which  to  house 
their  God;  and  since  many  of  these  buildings  are 
unworthy  of  him,  one  is  wont  to  say,  as  Jesus  said 
of  Lazarus:     "Loose  him  and  let  him  go." 

It  is  doubtful  whether  God  ever  intrusted  man 
with  a  greater  responsibility  than  that  of  father- 
hood; and  it  is  in  the  fulfillment  of  that  responsi- 
bility that  man  approaches  nearest  to  the  fulfill- 
ment of  his  purpose  on  earth. 

And  in  searching  after  God's  will  and  purpose 
towards  us  we  have  no  better  criterion  to  guide  us 
than  the  knowledge  of  our  own  will  and  relation 
to  our  children,  or  those  of  others.  "Like  as  a  fa- 
ther pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them 
that  fear  him"   (Psa.  103:  13). 

In  celebrating  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  we  give 
Christmas  gifts  to  our  children.  Their  pleasure  is 
our  pleasure,  and  their  happiness  is  our  happiness. 


How  often  have  we  felt  a  sense  of  depression  and 
futility,  when,  a  few  days  after  Christmas,  we 
found  their  gifts  strewn  about  the  floor,  broken 
and  neglected. 

We  felt  the  gifts  were  not  appreciated;  and  that 
they  deserved  to  be  handled  more  carefully.  Per- 
haps we  resolved  that  next  Christmas  we  would 
give  the  boys  gifts  made  of  malleable  iron.  Then, 
appreciated  or  not,  they  would  have  a  chance  to 
survive,  and  our  sensibilities  would  be  spared. 

But  next  Christmas  for  little  daughter  we  buy  a 
doll,  a  blue-eyed  and  pink-cheeked  one  with  per- 
manent waves  of  porcelain  hair.  Little  daughter 
is  delighted  with  it.  She  calls  it  Bessie,  and  she 
loves  it  and  mothers  it  with  all  of  the  tenderness 
that  her  own  mother  bestows  upon  her. 

But  let  us  stand  afar  off  and  see  what  happens. 
In  a  few  days  Bessie  meets  with  an  accident.  She 
is  trampled  to  death  by  a  malleable-iron  horse. 
The  children  prepare  to  lay  her  away  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies.  At  the  funeral  we  hear  the 
elder  son  say  in  his  oration:  "Whereas  it  has 
pleased  daddie  to  take  from  us  our  dear  Bessie 

We  can  hardly  restrain  ourselves.  We  feel  like 
rushing  out  and  breaking  up  the  solemn  rites.  The 
idea  of  daddie  being  pleased  when  daughter's  doll 
is  broken!  The  idea  is  preposterous.  If  possible, 
we  are  even  more  sorry  than  the  daughter. 

But  we  must  pass  that  by  for  the  moment. 
There  is  a  baby  show  at  the  schoolhouse,  and  a 
prize  is  being  offered  for  the  most  beautiful,  and 
the  most  healthy  child.  We  hasten  to  the  school- 
house  and  find  the  doctors  and  nurses  already  ex- 
amining the  contestants.  They  examine  eyes,  ears, 
noses  and  throats — as  well  as  teeth,  chests,  hearts 
and  spines. 

Finally  the  decisions  are  made,  and  Fidelia 
Shafford  wins  the  first  prize.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  the  local  florist,  and  is  an  only  child.  She  is 
six  years  old  and  is  as  intelligent  as  she  is  healthy 
and  beautiful.  She  seems  to  personify  all  that  is 
lovely  and  beautiful  in  childhood. 

But  a  few  days  later  little  Fidelia  Shafford 
leaves  her  home  with  a  basket  of  flowers  for  a 
sick  playmate.  As  she  crosses  the  street  she  is 
struck  by  a  car  and  severely  injured.  The  whole 
village  is  shocked  by  the  sudden  blow.  She  is 
rushed  to  the  hospital,  and  despite  the  efforts  of 
doctors  and  nurses  she  succumbs. 

Let  us  stay  for  the  inquest.  The  little  body  is 
badly  mangled.  The  skull  is  fractured  and  the 
jawbones  are  broken.  And  let  us  note  this  in  par- 
ticular. Underneath  that  pretty  little  row  of  pearly 
teeth  that  graced  her  smile  there  are  rudiments 
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of  a  permanent  set  that  was  designed  to  serve  up 
to  and  beyond  middle  life.  Surely  God  in  his  wis- 
dom had  provided  well  in  advance  for  all  of  the 
ever-increasing  needs  of  growing  childhood  and 
womanhood. 

Two  days  later  we  stand  at  the  grave  among  the 
weeping  relatives  and  friends;  and,  as  the  little 
and  broken  body  is  lowered  into  its  grave,  we  hear 
the  minister  say:  "Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased 
Almighty  God  to  take  from  us  this  only  child,  this 
healthy,  prize-winning  darling  of  the  community 

Then  we  remember  how  unhappy  we  were 
when  our  daughter's  doll  was  broken;  and  we  re- 
member how  we  resented  having  our  son  say: 
"Whereas  it  has  pleased  daddie  .  .  ."  Then  we 
remember  that  Plutarch  says:  "It  were  better  to 
have  no  opinion  of  God  at  all  than  such  an  one  as 
is  unworthy  of  him;  for  the  one  is  only  unbelief — 
the  other  only  contempt." 

And  surely  one  could  hardly  feel  other  than 
contempt  for  a  God  that  would  be  pleased  at  the 
death  of  the  best  and  most  beautiful — the  one 
whom  he  had  fashioned  with  such  care,  and  had 
so  trustingly  given  into  our  keeping. 

Man  is  prone  to  make  excuses,  and  it  is  but  nat- 
ural that  we  should  want  to  be  relieved  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  loss  and  failure.  Knowing  God's 
willingness  to  bear  our  burdens,  we  toss  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  him.  God  is  a  convenient  alibi 
for  all  of  our  knowlessness,  carelessness  and 
recklessness. 

Goethe  says:  "Man  is  not  born  to  solve  the  prob- 
lems of  the  universe,  but  to  find  out  what  he  has 
to  do;  and  to  restrain  himself  within  the  limits  of 
his  comprehension."  And  surely,  when  the  whole 
community  stands  weeping  among  the  mourners 
at  an  open  grave,  it  is  beyond  the  limits  of  our  com- 
prehension to  think  that  God  is  standing  alone 
among  the  rejoicers. 

Madam  Swetchine  says:  "When  two  truths 
seem  directly  opposed  to  each  other,  we  must  not 
question  either,  but  remember  there  is  a  third — 
God — who  reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  har- 
monize them."  By  every  known  law  of  physical 
nature  the  fittest  survive  the  longest;  and  since  it 
was  God  who  so  ordered  it,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that,  when  a  man-made  accident  snuffs  out 
the  life  of  one  of  God's  dearest  and  best,  he  also 
is  displeased. 

"If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  give  good  things 
to  them  that  ask  him"  (Matt.  7:  11)  ?  What  better 
thing  could  one  ask  than  that  his  child  should 


grow  to  maturity,  and  live  a  happy,  useful  life — a 
life  full  of  good  deeds.  Certainly  it  is  not  God's 
will  that  any  should  perish  so  wantonly;  but  that 
all  should  be  saved,  even  unto  old  age. 

It  would  seem  better  not  to  say  over  crushed 
and  broken  youth:  "It  has  pleased  God";  but  to 
set  our  house  in  order,  and,  accepting  full  re- 
sponsibility for  the  precious  lives  trusted  to  our 
care,  to  guard  and  keep  them  jealously,  as  a  broth- 
er's keeper  should.  Then  when  they  have  served 
their  allotted  time  on  earth  we  can  say  with 
Madame  de  Stael:  "When  a  noble  life  has  pre- 
pared old  age,  it  is  not  decline  that  it  reveals,  but 
the  first  days  of  immortality." 

Columbus,  Ohio. 


The   Beatitudes   and   Life  Changing 

BY  PAUL   MOHLER 

When  Jesus  sat  down  on  the  mount,  gathered 
the  disciples  around  him  and  began  to  teach  them, 
as  recorded  in  Matt.  5:  Iff.,  he  was  a  horny- 
handed  son  of  toil  who  knew  what  was  going  on 
in  the  world,  who  was  sitting  down  to  the  job  of 
making  things  go  right.  What  follows  is  the  most 
intensely  practical  world  program  (with  neces- 
sary formulas)  that  has  ever  been  proclaimed. 
The  sooner  we  adopt  that  program  with  all  its 
factors,  the  sooner  we  shall  have  the  kind  of  world 
we  want.  The  longer  we  put  it  off,  the  less  we 
will  have  to  work  with — at  least,  the  way  things 
are  going  now. 

The  Beatitudes  are  the  dynamics  of  world  revo- 
lution. They  are  not  pearls,  but  TNT!  If  you 
don't  believe  this,  try  them — and  see  what  hap- 
pens. But  do  not  be  slow  about  it — take  the  whole 
dose  at  once!  It  is  like  going  in  swimming  when 
the  water  is  cold;  work  in  by  inches,  and  it  will 
kill  you;  plunge  in  at  once,  and  you  will  get  new 
life. 

E.  Stanley  Jones  says  that  his  spiritual  progress 
has  been  by  a  series  of  crises.  Perhaps  that  is  the 
reason  why  he  has  grown  to  such  a  spiritual 
stature — growing  by  leaps  and  bounds,  rather 
than  by  padding  along  as  the  rest  of  us  do. 
Praise  God,  we  can  have  a  new  crisis  every  day! 
The  Beatitudes  provide  the  formula  and  guaran- 
tee the  fulfillment. 

The  Beatitudes  deal  with  the  kingdom.  You 
lift  the  door  latch  in  verse  3;  you  step  clear  inside 
with  verse  10.  You  are  in  a  new  world  because  a 
new  world  order  is  in  you;  "for  we  are  his  work- 
manship, created  in  Christ  Jesus  for  good  works, 
which  God  afore  prepared  that  we  should  walk 
in  them"  (Eph.  2:  10).  "Creation  in  Christ  Jesus 
for  good  works"  is  not  education  or  training  or 
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slow  growth.  Jesus  works  fast  when  we  give  him 
full  swing;  but  he  works  according  to  the  Beati- 
tude formula.  When  we  block  his  efforts  by  hold- 
ing back,  we  just  become  ordinary  church  mem- 
bers— salt  without  enough  savor  to  save  us  from 
being  "trodden  under  foot  of  men." 

The  first  Beatitude  means  humility,  or  recogniz- 
ing the  facts  in  the  case  and  seeing  what  a  mess 
we  have  made  of  our  own  lives  and  of  the  world 
we  live  in.  The  man  that  is  not  heartily  ashamed 
of  that  is  hopeless.  There  is  no  need  for  him  to 
explore  the  next  Beatitude.  The  Beatitudes  are 
not  for  him.  He  may  make  a  good  Pharisee — 
keeping  the  moral  code  and  paying  his  tithes — but 
he  will  never  be  a  Beatitudes  man,  a  world  revo- 
lutionary. 

The  second  Beatitude  means  penitence.  You 
know  you  are  a  failure  and  are  ashamed  of  it — so 
much  ashamed  that  you  cannot  keep  it  to  your- 
self. You  have  to  get  it  off  your  chest  according 
to  2  Cor.  7:  5-11  and  James  5:  16.  Psychologists 
call  the  process  psycho-catharsis — the  soul-purge. 
Psychoanalysts  make  you  do  it  when  they  under- 
take your  cure — and  how  they  do  charge  you  for 
it!  Jesus  says  you  have  to  do  it  to  be  comforted — 
to  have  ease  of  mind  and  faith  to  go  on  with  him. 
Everything  stops  if  this  is  neglected. 

The  third  Beatitude  means  surrender.  Believ- 
ing on  Christ  means  trusting  and  obeying — in  ev- 
erything. After  Paul  had  set  forth  all  the  won- 
derful features  of  the  plan  of  salvation  in  the  first 
eleven  chapters  of  Romans,  he  used  it  all  as  the 
platform  from  which  he  uttered  his  tremendous 
appeal  to  every  saved  man  to  "present  his  body  a 
living  sacrifice"  to  demonstrate  "what  is  the  good 
and  acceptable  and  perfect  will  of  God." 

The  fourth  Beatitude  means  the  master  passion 
for  righteousness,  which  it  was  Jesus'  own  life- 
purpose  to  fulfill  in  himself  and  others.  Here  he 
must  work  and  does  work  when  the  first  three 
Beatitudes  have  had  their  effect.  The  first  three 
serve  to  clear  the  ground — now  he  plants  the 
seed. 

The  fifth  Beatitude  means  new  attitudes  and  ac- 
tivities toward  others.  Mercy  is  love  in  action. 
It  is  our  hope  for  a  good  world  and  a  happy  heav- 
en. It  springs  immediately  out  of  the  passion  for 
righteousness. 

The  sixth  Beatitude  means  access  to  God,  for 
which  we  are  fitted  by  all  that  has  gone  before. 
God  can  do  something  through  any  man,  but  his 
best  work  can  be  done  only  through  clean  men. 
We  can  never  have  a  clean  world  until  we  have  a 
lot  of  clean  men  in  it.  "Absolute  purity"  is  an  ab- 
solute essential  to  doing  the  will  of  God  on  earth 
as  in  heaven. 


The  seventh  Beatitude  sets  the  purpose  of  it  all 
— life-changing.  All  that  precedes  is  wasted  if 
this  Beatitude  is  dormant.  Apple  trees  are  beau- 
tiful when  blooming,  but  useful  only  when  bear- 
ing. Who  would  plant  an  orchard  just  for  the 
blossoms?  Jesus  carries  us  through  six  Beatitudes 
in  order  to  gather  fruit  in  the  seventh.  The 
Prince  of  Peace  wants  peacemakers — men  who  can 
bring  others  into  peace  with  God,  with  them- 
selves, and  with  others — all  others.  And  the 
peacemaker  has  to  be  a  life-changer,  for  human 
nature  must  be  changed  before  there  can  be  peace 
on  earth — goodwill  among  men. 

The  eighth  Beatitude  gives  us  the  final  test — 
persecution  for  righteousness'  sake.  If  we  do  not 
make  dent  enough  in  the  existing  order  of  things 
to  alarm  and  arouse  the  opposition  of  the  support- 
ers of  "things  as  they  are"  in  our  institutions,  we 
have  "lost  our  savor"  somewhere.  We  may  after 
all  be  "good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out  and 
trodden  under  foot  of  men." 

How  long  does  it  take  for  these  Beatitudes  to  do 
their  work?  No  longer  than  it  takes  for  a  man  to 
be  converted.  Sometimes  that  is  a  very  rapid 
process,  although  William  James  insists  that  in 
most  cases  of  sudden  conversions,  the  matter  has 
been  working  up  in  the  subconscious  for  some 
time,  and  bursts  forth  into  the  conscious  mind 
with  apparent  suddenness.  Paul's  sudden  con- 
version may  have  been  working  all  the  time  from 
the  martyrdom  of  Stephen  to  the  vision  on  the 
road  to  Damascus.  We  do  not  know.  A  life- 
change  for  a  Christian  is  just  another  conversion 
— a  crisis  through  which  he  passes  to  a  higher 
level  of  living  and  working.  Most  conversions  are 
sudden — so  are  most  life-changes.  Sometimes 
they  are  just  a  matter  of  minutes.  It  is  amazing 
how  fast  the  Spirit  of  God  can  work  in  a  man 
from  conviction,  through  repentance,  surrender, 
hunger  for  righteousness  to  mercy,  contact  with 
God,  and  life-changing — even  on  to  persecution 
for  righteousness'  sake.  Anybody  can  have  it  that 
wants  it — all  of  it — and  is  willing  to  pay  the  price. 

I  think  that  our  small  church,  more  than  two 
hundred  years  old  and  with  less  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  communicants,  needs  a  revolution. 
We  need  the  Beatitudes  with  all  the  power  they 
carry.  We  lay  claim  to  the  whole  gospel,  but  we 
are  not  doing  enough  with  it.  Some  present-day 
movements  say  little  that  concern  us  about  edu- 
cation, culture,  music,  church  architecture,  church 
organization,  church  offices,  or  church  expansion; 
but  they  do  demonstrate  life-changing  with  all 
that  the  Beatitudes  put  into  it.  They  are  promot- 
ing a  world  revolution  on  a  Beatitude  basis.  But 
there  is  no  patent  on  it.    It  is  as  open  to  us  as  to- 
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anyone.     Will  we  rise  to  the  challenge  and  be 
even  better  life-changers  by  virtue  of  our  church 
heritage?    If  not,  why  not? 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


The  Kingdom 

BY  I.  N.   H.   BEAHM 

Our  purpose  is  to  give  a  few  words  on  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  in  a  very  simple  and  untedious 
way.  The  astute  Bible  reader  will  understand  on 
the  points  that  are  touched  without  being  critical- 
ly exact  or  without  giving  references  in  support 
of  the  statements  made. 

Saint  Matthew  is  especially  recognized  as  the 
kingdom  writer  because  he  evidently  presents  in 
his  gospel  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth  as  the  Proph- 
et, the  Priest,  and  the  King  to  come  in  a  Mes- 
sianic reign.  In  the  13th  chapter  of  his  book  he 
uses  the  word  "kingdom"  twelve  times,  and 
throughout  his  sacred  history  of  Jesus  Christ  he 
seems  to  be  kingdom  conscious. 

It  is  evident  that  in  quality  the  kingdom  is  an 
attitude  of  soul.  It  is  love,  joy  and  peace  in  right- 
eousness by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  not  simply  meat 
and  drink  for  the  body.  It  is  an  attitude  of  mind. 
It  is  a  condition  of  soul.  Therefore,  it  is  within 
the  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  another  sense  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  a 
place  to  be  entered.  This  is  true  in  John's  preach- 
ing on  repentance;  this  is  true  of  our  Savior's 
preaching  on  repentance.  This  is  also  true  with 
reference  to  what  our  Savior  said  to  Nicodemus, 
"Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit, 
he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  There- 
fore, in  this  view  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  a  realm  and 
Jesus  Christ  is  King  and  rules  over  his  disciples 
as  King. 

The  kingdom  comes  and  develops.  It  grows;  it 
spreads.  This  is  beautifully  illustrated  in  plant 
life:  first,  the  blade;  then,  the  stalk;  and  finally, 
the  full  corn  in  the  ear.  This  is  certainly  true 
with  the  individual  in  his  development  in  the 
Christian  life.  It  is  also  to  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  long-range  kingdom  view. 

Some  are  spending  much  time  and  elaboration 
on  differentiating  between  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
and  the  kingdom  of  God.  But  it  is  well  enough  to 
remember  that  in  the  long-distance  view  of  the 
kingdom  from  eternity  to  eternity,  the  kingdom  is 
unbroken  though  it  may  appear  in  different  con- 
dition and  form  and  time.  In  Virginia  there  are 
several  streams  that  converge  among  the  beauti- 
ful mountains  and  form  a  small  river  known  as 
Roanoke  River.  Then  farther  down  it  is  known 
as  Staunton  River.     And  still  farther  down  to- 


ward the  ocean  it  is  again  called  Roanoke  River. 
Also  it  may  be  illustrated  by  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  of  Virginia,  far  famed  for  its  people  and 
fertility  and  beauty.  But  going  northward  this 
is  the  same  valley  as  the  Cumberland  Valley, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Lebanon  Valley,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  Schuylkill  Valley  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  on  to  the  fresh-water  lake  of  the 
North  and  the  great  Niagara,  and  going  south  it 
is  the  same  valley  as  the  Roanoke  Valley  and  the 
Johnson  City,  Knoxville,  and  Chattanooga  Valley 
of  Tennessee,  and  even  at  Birmingham,  Alabama, 
it  is  the  same  fertile  limestone  valley  as  all  the 
way  northward.  The  fact  that  different  names 
are  given  to  different  parts  of  the  wonderful  val- 
ley sweeping  to  the  northeast  and  southwest  of 
our  country  does  not  change  its  identity.  It  is 
only  a  difference  of  manifestation  and  name. 

Now  Matthew  informs  us  that  the  faithful  should 
enter  the  kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  as  in  the  25th  chapter.  Then  in  the 
15th  chapter  of  First  Corinthians  Paul  tells  us 
that  Jesus  Christ  will  finally  turn  the  kingdom 
over  in  its  triumphant  and  eternal  aspect  to  the 
Father  and  that  he  himself  will  be  subject  there- 
to. So  that  the  real  and  essential  and  intrinsic 
kingdom  of  spirituality  extends  in  some  unbroken 
way  from  God  himself  in  the  eternity  of  the  past 
to  God  himself  in  the  great  eternity  of  the  future. 

In  this  line  of  unbroken  and  eternal  manifesta- 
tion it  appears  at  different  times  and  ways  in  con- 
tinued and  identified  manner. 

It  is  very  necessary,  therefore,  that  we  should 
entertain  this  long-distance  view  and  note  the 
varied  manifestation.  This  long-distance  consid- 
eration, and  the  differentiating  aspect,  will  en- 
able us  to  understand  the  problem  in  a  much  bet- 
ter and  more  satisfactory  manner. 

A  very  satisfactory  definition  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment parable  seems  to  be  that  it  is  a  narrated  hu- 
man event  teaching  a  central  aspect  or  condition 
or  truth  about  the  kingdom  or  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom. 

In  the  13th  chapter  of  Matthew  we  have  seven 
parables  given  by  our  Savior.  The  first  one  is 
about  the  sower  and  therefore  deals  with  spread- 
ing or  teaching  of  the  kingdom.  And  the  four 
different  soils  of  this  kingdom  are  secondary  and 
incidental  rather  than  basic  or  fundamental.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  many  of  our  astute  Bible  teach- 
ers discard  the  missionary  aspect  or  the  evangelis- 
tic aspect  of  the  sower  of  the  seed  and  make  the 
soil  on  which  the  seed  falls — humanity — funda- 
mental.   In  this  they  seem  to  fail. 

In  the  seed  sowing  we  have  evidently  the  evan- 
gelistic view  of  the  kingdom.    We  see  it  coming 
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in  dynamic  spread.  We  see  it  personified  in 
preaching  and  dynamic  motion.  The  second  para- 
ble on  the  tares  simply  shows  the  reaction  of  the 
kingdom  action  in  its  evangelistic  form.  Reaction 
in  the  form  of  Satan  and  sin,  and  this  action  and 
reaction,  or  this  reaction  to  the  kingdom  action  in 
the  form  of  wrong  will  continue  to  the  end  of  this 
Christian  era.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  parable 
as  explained  by  the  Savior  himself  that  the  field 
is  the  world  and  not  the  church  as  they  say. 

The  third  parable  deals  with  the  mustard  seed, 
so  very  small  and  yet  it  develops  into  a  veritable 
tree  in  which  the  birds  of  the  air  may  find  lodg- 
ment. In  this  aspect  of  the  kingdom  it  is  a  city  of 
refuge  for  the  believer.  It  furnishes  him  with 
protection  and  with  food  as  the  branches  and 
leaves  and  seed  of  the  mustard  plant  furnish  shel- 
ter and  food  to  the  birds.  This  indicates  the  out- 
ward manifestation  of  the  church,  about  the  king- 
dom as  a  place  of  refuge  and  sustenance. 

In  the  fourth  parable  about  the  leaven  various 
views  are  obtained.  Some  claim  that  leaven  has 
an  evil  omen,  that  it  is  sin.  This  position  is  taken 
on  the  ground  that  leaven  at  other  places  in  the 
Bible  is  used  in  an  unfavorable  sense.  Others 
take  the  position  that  leaven  here  is  a  spirit  life, 
and  that  the  three  measures  of  meal  have  refer- 
ence to  the  human  family,  and  the  kingdom  will 
continue  to  take  hold  of  mass  humanity  until  it  is 
leavened,  and  therefore  we  see  in  this  parable  a 
kind  of  universal  salvation.  Still  others  maintain 
that  the  simplest  reading  and  interpretation  are 
the  true  teaching  of  the  fourth  parable  given  in 
Matthew.  The  woman  here  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
plants  the  seed  or  word  of  God  in  the  heart  of  the 
individual.  And  then  this  personal  development 
continues  in  his  growth  in  grace  until  his  whole 
being  develops  into  the  manhood  and  stature  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  evidently  the  true  meaning  because 
Matthew  says  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like 
leaven.  It  is  true  we  read  of  the  leaven  of  un- 
righteousness and  the  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  but 
this  does  not  necessarily  convince  us  that  it  is  nev- 
er used  in  a  good  sense. 

We  may  further  illustrate  by  saying  that  in  the 
consideration  of  the  lion  his  destructive  and  de- 
vouring aspect  represents  Satan.  But  his  royal 
beastship  and  kingship  show  him  in  subjugation 
of  other  beasts  of  the  wilderness  and  therefore 
show  the  royal  and  subjugating  and  dynamic 
mastery  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  "the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah." 

In  parable  number  five  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  like  a  treasure  hidden,  which  the  individual 
may  find  and  hide  away  in  his  heart,  then  sell 


out  all  the  worldliness  in  him  and  buy  the  field, 
the  visible  church,  in  order  that  he  may  get  the 
hidden  treasure,  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  one  eternal 
value. 

In  parable  number  six  the  basic  unit  is  the  seek- 
ing merchantman.  He  seeks  and  searches  for  the 
best.  He  comes  across  a  pearl  of  great  price, 
which  is  the  panacea  of  Christianity  in  the  form  of 
the  church  and  he  goes  and  sells  out  all  other 
agencies  of  social  fellowship  in  the  way  of  clubs 
ajid  associations  and  lodges  and  sundry  orders  and 
invests  everything  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  as  the 
supreme  agency  and  opportunity  of  doing  all  and 
every  good  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Naz- 
areth. 

In  parable  number  seven  we  have  the  closing 
of  the  Christian  era — the  culmination  of  this  dis- 
pensation of  Christ  on  earth,  whence  there  will  be 
a  general  separation  of  the  good  from  the  bad. 
Just  as  Matthew  teaches  later,  the  sheep  will  be 
put  on  the  right  hand  and  the  goats  on  the  left. 

Now  the  sevenfold  aspect  of  the  kingdom  deals 
with  this  dispensation  with  the  kingdom  from 
John  the  Baptist  to  the  second  coming  of  our 
Lord;  then  the  period  of  the  kingdom  in  the  air; 
then  the  period  of  the  millennium  when  Christ 
will  reign  with  his  disciples  a  thousand  years  and 
so  on  to  the  triumphant  eternal  kingdom  of  the 
everlasting  Father,  and  Jesus  Christ  himself  will 
be  a  subject  along  with  his  disciples  in  the  great 
eternity  that  hangs  in  the  distant  future. 

Nokesville,  Va. 


Selfish  Irrigation 

BY  CHESTER  SHULER 

A  missionary  in  India  relates  that  a  young  man  was 
bequeathed  a  rice  field  of  which  he  was  very  proud.  He 
was  anxious  to  get  rich  and  coveted  a  fine  crop  of  rice. 
The  first  year  the  irrigation  water  covered  his  field  and 
the  yield  was  fruitful.  But  the  young  man  was  selfish 
and  he  didn't  like  the  fact  that  after  the  water  had 
served  his  land,  it  also  flowed  onto  that  of  his  neigh- 
bor and  brought  fertility  everywhere.  He  resolved  to 
correct  this  situation. 

"This  water  is  wealth,"  he  thought;  "it  is  liquid  har- 
vest. I  have  been  a  great  fool  to  let  this  treasure  escape 
to  my  neighbor's  land." 

So  he  built  dykes  and  kept  all  of  the  water  on  his 
own  field — only  to  spoil  his  own  crop  that  year.  For 
the  irrigation  water  brought  blessing  while  it  flowed, 
but  when  it  became  stagnant  it  bred  a  marsh. 

But  about  that  time  the  young  man  fell  under  the 
teaching  of  some  American  missionaries  and  when  he 
had  become  a  Christian  he  promptly  removed  his  dykes 
— in  both  his  field  and  his  life — and  allowed  his  own 
blessings  to  flow  into  the  field  and  life  of  his  neighbor. 

Have  we  any  "dykes"  that  we  have  erected  to  dam 
up  our  blessings?  If  so,  they're  dangerous  things  to  keep 
around. 

Orlando,  Fla. 
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OUR     MISSION     WORK 


The  Relation  of  the  Village  School 
to  the  Church 


-':' 


BY  THEOPHIL  G.  BALSAM 

The  Christian  village  school  is  the  agency  for 
spreading  the  gospel,  and  the  teacher  is  the  evan- 
gelist. The  aim  of  other  schools  is  generally 
merely  to  teach  the  three  R's,  but  the  aim  of 
Christian  schools  is  higher.  The  Christian  school 
is  concerned  with  the  soul  of  the  student. 

A  village  school  may  make  a  good  effort  in  rural 
uplift,  so  that  in  the  future  its  students  may  be- 
come educated  and  civilized  farmers.  By  learn- 
ing cottage  industries  they  may  double  their  in- 
comes, may  become  free  of  debt,  and  may  live  in 
beautiful  and  healthful  houses.  Should  this  be 
considered  the  complete  aim  of  life?  This  is  the 
worldly  fullness  of  life,  but  what  benefit  is  it  to 
the  spirit?  Only  Christ  can  give  the  spiritual  full- 
ness of  life.  Christ  said,  "I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly"   (John  10:  10). 

The  village  schoolteacher  makes  the  students 
and  the  people  partakers  of  the  spiritual  fullness 
of  life  through  Christian  education.  Thus  he 
brings  them  to  the  church,  which  supplies  them 
abundantly  with  all  things. 

What  can  a  teacher  do  for  the  church  through 
the  village  school?  He  is  concerned  about  this 
question  because  he  believes  that  his  school  is  not 
only  for  education,  but  to  support  and  develop  the 
church.  We  shall  give  a  few  examples  of  how 
such  a  teacher  can  work. 

7.    Running  the  Sunday  School — 

The  village  Sunday  school  is  the  Bible  school 
for  the  village  Christians.  It  is  the  instrument  for 
increasing  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  The  teachers 
lay  much  emphasis  on  the  Sunday  school,  some 
conducting  as  many  as  three  in  different  villages. 
They  are  very  proud  of  them  and  try  hard  to  make 
their  own  superior  to  other  Sunday  schools.  As 
the  result  of  such  efforts  a  certain  church  won  first 
place  continuously  for  three  years,  for  having  the 
best  Sunday  school  in  the  whole  district. 

II.    Getting  Offerings  for  the  Church — 

The  teacher  is  eager  that  the  people  may  learn 
to  give  offerings  and  becomes  an  example  to  them. 
One  teacher  found  that  the  people  believed  they 
were  very  poor,  and  could  therefore  give  no  of- 
ferings, and  so  were  very  backward  in  giving.    To 

*  Note:  Bro.  Theophil  G.  Balsari  is  supervisor  of  village 
schools  for  the  whole  mission  area.  He  therefore  has  constant 
direct  contact  with  the  teachers  and  schools  and  knows  their 
problems.— A.  F.  B. 


give  them  a  lesson  the  teacher  and  his  family  be- 
gan to  bring  fowls,  eggs,  vegetables,  and  such 
things,  as  the  Sunday  offering.  From  the  next 
Sunday  the  people  also  began  to  bring  these 
things.  When  the  offerings  were  sold  they  found 
that  the  amount  which  they  got  was  double  what 
it  was  before.  Moreover,  the  people  learned  the 
lesson  that  if  they  desire  to  give,  they  are  able  to 
give  in  some  form  or  other. 

HI.    Observing  the  Lord's  Supper — 

By  cultivating  in  the  people  the  habit  of  giving, 
it  is  found  that  some  village  schools  do  not  ask 
any  help  from  the  church  funds  when  they  ob- 
serve the  Lord's  Supper.  The  people  willingly 
give  the  corn  and  other  necessary  things  and  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  observed.  From  January  to  June 
of  1940  in  one  of  our  districts  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  observed  in  eleven  different  villages.  Eight 
of  these  observances  were  where  there  are  schools, 
and  six  of  them  did  not  take  any  help  from  the 
church. 

IV.  Observing  the  Christian  Festivals — 
Christmas,    Easter,    a    day    of   thanksgiving,    a 

sowing  festival,  and  a  harvest  festival,  are  ob- 
served and  enjoyed  in  public  gatherings  through 
the  village  schools.  Last  year  in  a  certain  village 
they  observed  the  harvest  festival.  The  students 
prepared  a  special  program  for  the  occasion.  On 
the  day  fixed,  the  missionary,  the  pastor,  the 
teachers,  and  Christians  and  non-Christians  were 
present  in  goodly  number.  Bringing  a  certain 
portion  of  the  crop,  the  Christian  farmers  came  to 
offer  it  to  God  the  Almighty.  The  schoolroom 
seemed  to  be  a  small  market.  The  meeting  began 
with  prayer.  The  students  presented  a  program  of 
songs  concerning  thanksgiving,  recited  Bible  sen- 
tences, and  gave  dramas.  The  missionary  gave 
some  teaching  related  to  thanksgiving,  and  asked 
a  blessing  on  the  crop  brought  there.  Afterwards 
the  crop  was  sold  and  the  money  amounted  to 
Rs.  30.  This  money  was  given  to  the  church;  but 
the  most  important  thing  was  that  the  people  re- 
ceived unforgettable  direct  teaching  about  thanks- 
giving. Such  festivals  are  observed  every  year  in 
many  village  schools. 

V.  Forming  Singing  Bands  (Bhajan  Toli) — 
The  village  people  love  to  sing  and  hear  songs 

(bhajans) .  When  the  singing  band  is  in  action 
the  people  do  not  get  tired  if  they  sit  there  even 
up  to  midnight.  The  singing  band  is  a  good  in- 
strument for  encouraging  the  people  to  sing  re- 
ligious songs.  Many  teachers,  telling  their  expe- 
riences,   say   that   in   the   villages   non-Christian 
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singing  bands  also  exist.  These  singing  band 
members  drink,  dance,  and  sing  bad  songs  on  the 
night  of  a  Hindu  festival.  These  occasions  are 
temptations  to  the  new  Christian  youths.  They 
are  enticed  to  take  part  in  the  festival.  The 
Christian  singing  band  has  been  very  useful  to 
stop  them  from  taking  part. 

VI.  Religious  Education  and  Family  Prayer — 
The  church  now  gives  more  importance  to  re- 
ligious teaching  and  family  prayers.  At  present  in 
village  schools  the  religious  teaching  is  being  giv- 
en daily,  and  at  nighttime  family  prayer  is  con- 
ducted. Thus  God's  Word  is  sown  in  the  tiny 
hearts  of  the  children  from  their  very  childhood. 
In  consequence,  it  turns  their  spirits  toward  God, 
and  being  baptized  they  are  added  to  the  church. 

VII.  Visiting  the  Sick — 

In  a  village  when  sickness  or  disease  appears 
the  ignorant  victim  believes  that  some  ghost  or 
goddess  has  become  angry  and  sent  the  scourge. 
For  the  removal  of  the  disease  they  seek  the  ad- 
vice of  witch  doctors  and  spend  a  great  deal.  On 
such  occasions  the  teacher  pays  a  visit  to  the  sick, 
gives  medicine,  explains  the  real  reasons  for  the 
disease,  prays  with  them,  and  if  necessary  brings 
them  to  the  mission  hospital.  What  is  the  gain  in 
showing  such  sympathy?  Many  teachers  have  ex- 
perienced that  by  showing  a  spirit  of  service  to- 
wards those  who  were  the  opponents  of  the  Chris- 
tian school  and  message,  these  opponents  become 
friends  and  no  longer  hinder  the  work  of  the 
church. 

VIII.  The    Village    School    Becomes    a    Village 
Church — 

Many  more  examples  of  the  activities  of  the 
village  school  could  be  cited.  As  the  result  of 
such  efforts  the  village  school  many  times  de- 
velops into  a  church.  In  1921  a  mission  school 
consisting  of  twenty-four  pupils  was  started  in  a 
certain  village.  At  that  time  there  were  not  more 
than  ten  Christians.  Through  that  school  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  was  developed  year  by  year. 
In  eleven  years  the  number  of  Christians  in- 
creased to  108,  and  in  1932  a  church  was  estab- 
lished. After  another  eight  years  there  are  now 
218  members. 

In  conclusion,  we  see  that  there  is  a  close  rela- 
tion between  the  village  school  and  the  church. 
All  the  activities  of  a  village  school  are  for  the 
establishment  and  development  of  the  church. 
The  aim  of  the  village  school  is  not  only  that  the 
village  people,  being  educated,  may  live  a  cul- 
tured life;  but  also  that  in  them  may  be  fulfilled 
Christ's  desire  "that  they  might  have  life  and 
might  have  it  abundantly." 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

An  executive  order  recently  signed  by  President 
Roosevelt  provides  for  the  paroling  of  men  found  guilty 
under  the  draft  act  if  they  are  willing  to  accept  "as- 
signment to  work  of  national  importance  under  civilian 
direction"  or  some  other  "special"  assignment. 

The  Mennoniie  Board  of  Missions  and  Charities  with 
headquarters  at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  announces,  in  a  bulletin 
dated  Feb.  5,  1941,  that  they  have  received  $6,279.46 
during  the  month  of  January  for  relief.  This  compares 
very  well  with  what  our  church,  a  considerably  larger 
group,  is  raising  each  month.  We  congratulate  our 
Mennonite  friends. 

From  West  Plains,  Missouri,  comes  a  donation  of  $11.50 
toward  the  support  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  pro- 
gram of  the  brotherhood.  This  gift  represents  real 
sacrifice  on  the  part  of  these  good  people.  Districts,  lo- 
cal congregations,  and  individuals  are  responding  in  a 
remarkable  way  to  this  new  and  significant  challenge 
to  present  our  peace  message  in  terms  that  will  be  un- 
derstood and  respected  by  folks  in  all  walks  of  life. 

The  Service  Fellowship  is  the  very  appropriate  name 
of  the  campus  peace  organization  at  Manchester  Col- 
lege. Last  fall  relief  or  peace  cups  were  placed  on  the 
tables  in  the  dining  hall.  The  proceeds  from  these  cups 
and  a  "Lost  and  Found  Ballot  Auction"  have  resulted 
in  $43.27  being  sent  to  the  national  headquarters  here 
at  Elgin.  Wilbur  Dunbar  is  the  treasurer  of  this  Service 
Fellowship,  and  he  says:  "We  hope  this  drop  in  the 
relief  bucket  will  help."    It  will! 

Josephine  Johnson  says:  "With  each  day  that  the 
war  continues  and  the  horror  mounts,  I  feel  more  surely 
that  the  pacifist  stand  is  the  only  tenable  one.  It  is  not 
easy.  War  is  an  easier  way — just  as  madmen  tear  their 
own  clothes  and  the  clothes  of  others,  because  they  have 
no  judgment  and  can  do  only  the  simplest  and  most 
primitive  thing.  But  it  is  not  enough  for  the  pacifist  to 
hide  his  head  in  horror.  He  must  reject  war  and  con- 
struct the  materials  of  peace — trusting  that  time  will 
justify  that  action  which  he  feels  is  right  through  a  deep 
inner  conviction — no  matter  what  the  world  may  say  or 
do  in  his  own  day." 

The  Dayton  Herald  for  Wednesday,  Jan.  22,  1941,  says 
this  about  Hans  Suskind,  now  employed  in  a  Dayton 
department  store:  "No  one  is  more  appreciative  of  the 
freedom  and  opportunity  offered  in  this  country  than 
those  refugees  who  were  forced  to  flee  their  native 
European  countries  one  faltering  step  ahead  of  the  Nazi 
hordes.  This  is,  as  Hans  Suskind  said  over  a  cup  of 
coffee,  one  of  the  few  remaining  places  left  where  you 
can  breathe  freedom  every  hour  of  the  day — and  Sus- 
kind should  know."  Only  three  years  ago  he  was  a 
practicing  attorney  in  Berlin,  and  his  life,  while  not  en- 
tirely devoid  of  harassment  by  Hitler's  friends,  was 
fairly  normal.  Space  will  not  permit  the  telling  of 
Suskind's  dangerous  journey  to  this  ultimate  haven  in 
America.  Now  he  spends  his  hours  in  a  department 
store  analyzing  character  through  handwriting  and  he 
hopes  he  will  not  be  confused  with  fortune  tellers  or 
charlatans.  He  is  in  fact  a  graphologist,  a  skill  which 
he  developed  as  a  sideline  along  with  his  work  as  an  at- 
torney. Perhaps  we  can  give  you  more  stories  of  refu- 
gees in  the  future.  If  so,  we  shall  try  to  speak  of  them 
as  we  would  like  to  be  spoken  of,  had  we  undergone 
their  experiences. 
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Students  will  help  Hoover  in  his  plans  to  aid  the  five 
small  democracies  by  sending  food.  More  than  sixty- 
men  and  women  from  colleges  throughout  the  country 
met  in  New  York  recently  and  adopted  the  following 
resolution  unanimously:  "Resolved  that  the  National 
Student  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Commit- 
tee on  Food  for  the  Small  Democracies,  composed  of 
130  college  leaders  and  representing  185  colleges,  uni- 
versities and  theological  seminaries,  does  hereby  extend 
an  invitation  to  every  college  student  in  the  United 
States  to  affiliate  with  this  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
arousing  American  opinion." 

All  money  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps 
should  be  sent  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  111.  The  camp  expenses  are  paid 
from  the  treasury  in  Elgin.  Gifts  may  be  marked 
"Brethren  Service"  and  then  they  will  be  used  for  the 
camps  or  war  relief  as  the  needs  may  demand.  How- 
ever, donors  always  have  the  privilege  of  stating  where 
their  gifts  are  to  be  used.  Lois  Miller  of  Wabash,  Ind., 
wanted  to  share  with  our  boys  in  the  sacrifice  demanded 
by  these  times.  She  wanted  to  know  where  and  how  to 
send  her  money.  We  hope  we  have  answered  this  wel- 
comed question  not  only  for  Lois,  but  for  all  others  who 
may  wish  to  know. 

Quaker  Hill  Hostel  is  of  vital  interest  to  all  members 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Through  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee  we  are  furnishing  money  and  lead- 
ership for  this  truly  Christlike  ministry  to  European 
refugees.  This  hostel  seeks  to  place  these  people  in 
regular  positions  as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  is  not 
always  easy  to  do.  Men  and  women  who  have  been 
forced  from  positions  requiring  great  ability  and  skill, 
who  have  lost  their  property,  and  in  many  cases  their 
loved  ones  under  the  heavy  hand  of  the  oppressor,  have 
problems  of  many  kinds.  How  can  they  help  being  bit- 
ter, discouraged  and  sometimes  confused.  Some  find 
the  adjustment  more  difficult  than  others,  depending 
upon  their  physical  condition,  their  temperament  and 
the  severity  of  their  experiences  in  getting  out  of  Eu- 
rope. No  people  should  touch  the  hearts  of  all  good 
men  more  than  these  who  are  innocent  sufferers  of 
man's  inhumanity. 

The  Christian  Science  Monitor  has  constantly  urged 
all  possible  aid  to  Great  Britain.  However,  in  a  fine 
example  of  frankness  and  fairness  their  Washington 
correspondent  makes  the  following  statement  concern- 
ing the  testimony  of  Lindbergh  against  the  Lend-Lease 
bill.  "The  Colonel  is  an  alert,  clear-spoken  witness  who 
throws  back  the  ball  to  hostile  interlocutors  a  good  deal 
harder  than  most  of  them  can  take.  He  is  nobody's 
cat's-paw  in  this  business  and  he  left  no  doubt  with  us 
that  he  is  voicing  his  own  views  and  following  his  own 
reasoning.  He  is  a  formidable  witness,  both  because  he 
has  a  ready  answer  delivered  from  a  deferential  tongue, 
and  because  he  is  obviously  animated  by  high  (and  we 
believe  lofty)  idealism,  however  insular  and  mistaken 
it  may  be.  Add  to  this  that  it  took  remarkable  courage 
to  utter  his  unpopular  words,  which  must  run  counter 
to  what  ninety  per  cent  of  the  country  believes,  or  at 
any  rate  wants  to  believe,  and  that  he  carried  the  occa- 
sion off  with  remarkable  coolness,  self-possession  and 
poise."  This  statement  is  all  the  more  significant  since 
it  precedes  a  severe  criticism  of  Lindbergh's  stand.  We 
believe  that  history  will  prove  the  Colonel  to  be  right 
in  most  of  his  opinions  and  statements. 


President  Robert  M.  Hutchins'  address  on  Jan.  23  will 
not  be  soon  forgotten.  It  was  a  model  of  clarity  and 
will  ever  be  admired  for  its  high  moral  quality.  The 
following  paragraph  is  taken  from  that  address:  "We 
must  try  to  build  a  new  moral  order  for  America.  We 
need  moral  conviction,  intellectual  clarity  and  moral 
action;  moral  conviction  about  the  dignity  of  man,  in- 
tellectual clarity  about  ends  and  means,  moral  action  to 
construct  institutions  to  bring  to  pass  the  ends  we  have 
chosen.  A  new  moral  order  for  America  means  a  new 
conception  of  security.  Today  we  do  not  permit  men  to 
die  of  starvation,  but  neither  do  we  give  them  an  in- 
centive to  live.  Every  citizen  must  have  a  respected 
place  in  the  achievement  of  the  national  purpose.  A 
new  moral  order  for  America  means  a  new  conception 
of  sacrifice,  sacrifice  for  the  moral  purposes  of  the  com- 
munity. In  the  interest  of  human  dignity  we  need  a 
rising  standard  of  health,  character  and  intelligence. 
These  positive  goals  demand  the  devotion  and  sacrifice 
of  every  American.  We  should  rebuild  one  third  of  the 
nation's  homes.  We  must  provide  adequate  medical 
care  in  every  corner  of  the  land.  We  must  develop  an 
education  aimed  at  moral  and  intellectual  growth  in- 
stead of  at  making  money.  A  new  moral  order  means 
a  new  conception  of  mastery.  We  must  learn  how  to 
reconcile  the  machine  with  human  dignity.  We  have 
allowed  it  to  run  wild  in  prosperity  and  war  and  to 
rust  idly  in  periodic  collapse.  We  have  hitherto  evaded 
the  issue  by  seeking  new  markets." 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  March  8-15 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

In  the  early  fall  of  1940,  five  new  missionaries  sailed 
for  China.  They  were  Bessie  Crim,  R.  N.,  Edward  and 
Helen  Angeny  and  Rolland  and  Josephine  Flory.  In 
the  face  of  uncertainty,  they  went  bravely  forward, 
feeling  within  their  souls  that  God  was  leading  them 
to  China  for  service. 

At  this  date  they  are  at  Peking  attending  the  lan- 
guage school.  The  first  task  of  all  missionaries  is  to 
acquire  enough  of  the  native  language  so  they  may 
speak  and  understand  what  others  say  to  them.  No 
less  than  two  years  of  study  are  required  to  attain  this 
state  of  understanding. 

The  Angenys  have  written  a  most  interesting  letter 
describing  their  trip  to  China  and  getting  settled  in  the 
language  school.  They  say  that  in  these  days  when 
some  folks  might  think  that  new  missionaries  would  not 
go  to  China,  it  is  a  surprising  thing  that  there  are  more 
students  than  ever  before.  They  come  from  different 
quarters  of  the  globe  and  represent  many  faiths,  but 
all  come  for  the  same  purpose. 

They  express  the  same  desire  all  new  missionaries 
have  when  they  say,  "We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  make 
ourselves  understood  and  do  what  we  can  to  help  these 
for  whom  Christ  died." 

Let  no  member  of  the  church  feel  that  our  work  in 
China  is  finished.  This  is  no  time  to  sound  retreat.  Our 
prayers  are  needed  more  than  ever. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  9 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ  Rejected. — Luke  20:  9- 
20. 

Christian  Workers,  Master  of  Possessions.  Luke  12: 
13-21. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  What  a  United  Church  Could  Do. 

Intermediates,  How  Can  the  Bible  Help  Us? 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Peru  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Michigan  City  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Ray  Zook,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Second  church,  York,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  pastor. 

Twenty-four  baptized  and  three  await  baptism  in  the 
Oakland  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher,  evangelist; 
Frederick  Hollingshead,  pastor. 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden   which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  pastor,  March  23,  in  the  Somer- 
set church,  Pa. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg,  Pa..  March  10-23, 
in  the  Rockwood  church,  Pa. 


Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Isaac  J.  Garber  has  taken  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
Sangerville  congregation  of  Second  Virginia.  His  ad- 
dress is  changed  from  Durbin,  W.  Va.,  to  Bridgewater, 
Va.,  R.  2. 

Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter,  who  has  been  supply  pastor 
at  Nokesville,  Va.,  for  the  past  four  months,  will  take 
up  his  new  Western  Pennsylvania  pastorate  April  1. 
His  address  will  be  Sipesville,  Pa. 

The  perfect  number  seven  must  be  added  to  the  gold- 
en fifty  to  designate  the  wedding  anniversary  observed 
on  last  New  Year's  Day  by  Brother  and  Sister  John  A. 
Miller  of  the  Nettle  Creek  church  of  Southern  Indiana. 

Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Hollinger  of  the  Oakland 
church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  be  glad  to  have  you  re- 
joice with  them.  Almost  two  months  ago  they  com- 
pleted a  half  century  of  sharing  the  joys  and  trials  of 
life  together. 

Both  sides  were  glad.  One  side  consisted  of  the  Pub- 
lishing House  folks  who  are  always  glad  to  welcome 
visitors.  In  the  other  were  Bro.  Elmer  J.  Brubaker  of 
Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Raymond 
Finch  of  Covina,  Calif.,  who  were  glad  to  see  the  place 
and  the  people. 

The  Crumpackers,  the  Ikenberry  family  and  Minerva 
Metzger  are  expected  to  reach  San  Francisco  about 
March  15  but  it  may  be  later.  Friends  may  address 
them  in  care  of  Pastor  W.  E.  Buntain,  1917  Fortieth 
Ave.,  Oakland,  Calif.  In  another  column  Bro.  Bonsack 
tells  more  about  the  China  missionaries. 


Miscellaneous  Items 

Southern  Pennsylvania  extends  a  hearty  invitation  to 
everybody  to  its  fifth  annual  Bible  Conference  to  be 
held  March  12-16  in  the  Mummert  meetinghouse  of  the 
Upper  Conewago  congregation  near  East  Berlin,  Pa. 
The  general  theme  of  the  conference  is  Promoting,  De- 
fending and  Preserving  Our  Distinctive  Heritage.  Ses- 
sions at  7:30  each  evening  Wednesday  to  Saturday,  also 
1:30  P.  M.  Saturday  and  all  day  Sunday  beginning  at 
9:15  A.  M.  "Able  speakers  will  grace  the  program  and 
a  real  feast  will  be  in  store.  If  within  motoring  dis- 
tance you  will  not  want  to  miss  one  session  of  this  con- 
ference." 

Eastern  Virginia  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  having  a  round  table 
on  Youth  Problems  tomorrow  afternoon  and  evening, 
March  9,  beginning  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  Oakton 
church,  Vienna.  Paul  French  is  sending  J.  N.  Weaver 
from  the  office  of  the  National  Service  Board  for  Re- 
ligious Objectors.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Executive  Secre- 
tary for  the  Southeastern  Region,  will  explain  how  to 
strengthen  B.  Y.  P.  D.  work.  C.  O.  Showalter,  Harold 
Row  and  A.  J.  Caricofe  will  champion  temperance,  so- 
cial action  and  peace.  Chester  Harley  will  preside  at 
the  fellowship  supper.  Too  bad  we  could  not  let  you 
know  about  this  sooner. 


With  Our  Schools 
La  Verne  College 

President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  is  scheduled  to  visit  the  college,  March  2  to  4. 

A  Bible  institute  was  held  in  the  Raisin  church,  Feb. 
9  to  14,  by  President  C.  Ernest  Davis  and  Field  Secre- 
tary Frank  Howell. 

O.  C.  and  Howard  Sollenberger,  fresh  from  China, 
gave  an  interesting  report  of  their  missionary  and  relief 
work  on  a  recent  Sunday  evening  in  the  La  Verne 
church. 

Dean  Weiss  and  his  helpers  have  packed  and  shipped 
160  cubic  feet  of  used  clothing  to  Shanghai  and  have 
another  box  containing  twenty  cubic  feet  ready  for  ship- 
ment. Steamship  companies  rate  forty  cubic  feet  as 
one  ton. 

A  speech  clinic  for  pre-school  children  will  be  held  at 
the  college  on  the  afternoons  of  March  10,  12,  and  14 
from  4  to  5  o'clock.  The  clinic  will  be  managed  by  the 
class  in  speech  correction  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Irene  Davis,  a  member  of  our  faculty  who  is  an  out- 
standing expert  in  the  field.  Help  will  be  available 
without  cost  for  those  children  who  need  it. 

Peace  activities  continue  to  be  important  on  our 
campus.  Dean  Lorell  Weiss  has  represented  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  fellowship  with  the 
Friends  and  other  peace  groups  as  plans  have  been  de- 
veloped for  an  alternative  service  camp  in  the  San 
Dimas  Experimental  Forest  near  us.  President  C.  Ern- 
est Davis,  serving  as  Church  of  the  Brethren  regional 
adviser  for  C.  O.'s  in  the  Pacific  Southwest,  was  re- 
cently made  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  our  lo- 
cal draft  board.  The  board  desired  a  member  who  un- 
derstood conscientious  objectors  and  could  help  them 
with  their  questionnaires  and  forms. 
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Miss  Helen  Morton  of  the  World  Christian  Student 
Federation  Staff  spoke  in  chapel  on  Feb.  18  in  behalf  of 
the  Far  Eastern  Student  Relief  Fund. 

As  a  part  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Celebration  a 
special  chapel  service  commemorating  the  purchase  of 
the  original  college  property  will  be  held  on  March  27, 
with  Dr.  S.  J.  Miller,  President  Emeritus,  as  the  speaker. 
The  actual  transfer  of  the  property  was  on  March  30, 
1891.  A  special  invitation  to  be  present  at  this  service 
is  extended  to  all  descendants  and  relatives  of  the 
founders  of  the  college. 

•       •       • 
Our  China  Mission 

The  church  likely  wants  to  know  of  our  work  in 
North  China.  A  few  have  written  us  about  it  since  the 
public  press  has  referred  to  it  a  few  times.  But  until 
this  week  we  were  not  very  certain  ourselves  as  to  con- 
ditions. If  the  international  conflicts  continue,  or  even 
get  worse,  we  must  be  ready  for  many  inconveniences 
and  uncertainties.  If  anyone  doubts  this  he  might 
try  the  office  of  mission  secretary  for  a  period  of  con- 
vincing experience. 

Even  after  writing  the  above  paragraph,  a  cable  was 
put  on  the  writer's  desk  which  finally  gave  the  situation 
to  date — Feb.  26.  And  even  now  we  cannot  say  all  we 
ought  for  fear  of  censors  and  possible  misunderstanding. 

In  December  all  of  our  China  missionaries  left  their 
stations.  This  was  due  to  pressures  against  the  Chinese 
Christians,  thirteen  of  whom  are  reported  to  have  lost 
their  lives.  All  came  to  the  coast  around  Peking.  Here 
they  were  welcomed  by  other  missions  and  will  remain 
there  until  further  pressures  may  cause  other  changes. 

Meanwhile  our  own  government  urges  all  mothers 
and  families  to  evacuate  Japanese  occupied  China.  We 
now  have  information  that  the  Crumpackers,  Ikenberry 
family  and  Minerva  Metzger  are  returning  home  on  the 
S.  S.  President  Coolidge,  leaving  Shanghai  about  Feb. 
26.  The  Smith  family,  Anna  Hutchison,  Laura  Shock 
and  Velma  Ober  may  come  on  the  Japanese  steamer 
Tatuta,  sailing  date  unknown.  Probably  the  Wampler 
family,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Myers  and  two  children  will  return 
on  the  S.  S.  President  Pierce,  sailing  about  March  8. 
All  dates  and  sailings  are  only  probable.    The  office  will 


inform  the  families  and  the  church  of  these  if  known 
definitely  and  in  time. 

Those  in  language  study  in  Peking  will  be  transferred 
to  the  Philippines.  The  school  is  being  moved  there. 
This  will  include  Rolland  Flory  and  wife,  Edward 
Angeny  and  wife,  Bessie  Crim,  Dr.  Cunningham  and 
family  and  Susie  Thomas.  The  latter  two  had  been  de- 
nied full  chance  for  language  study  heretofore  on  ac- 
count of  conditions  and  much  work  for  the  doctor. 
This  leaves  in  North  China  for  the  present:  Bro.  M.  M. 
Myers;  Sisters  Corda  Wertz,  Grace  Clapper  and  Hazel 
Rothrock. 

Today  we  have  information  from  New  York  of  the 
action  of  other  mission  boards.  This  information  is  con- 
fidential, and  we  cannot  publish  it  except  to  say  that 
some  boards  have  ordered  all  missionaries  out  of  Japan, 
Korea  and  occupied  China;  some  are  permitting  a  few 
important  persons  to  remain.  Some  permit  those  who 
so  decide  to  run  their  own  risk.  Others  encourage  all 
who  possibly  can  to  stay  by  the  work.  Most  boards 
are  leaving  it  largely  to  those  on  the  field,  and  as  the 
Lord  may  direct.  This  has  been  largely  the  feeling  of 
our  own  board  and  office,  meanwhile  urging  prayerful 
consideration  and  caution. 

We  believe  the  Chinese  Christians  will  do  their  best 
to  carry 'on  the  work.  In  our  mission  they  have  been 
urged  to  meet  in  homes,  if  possible,  for  prayer,  Bible 
reading  and  fellowship.  With  Bro.  Myers  and  others 
staying  near  by  to  encourage  and  give  such  help  and 
means  to  keep  them  alive  as  conditions  may  permit,  we 
believe  the  work  will  continue  and  the  Lord  be  able  to 
use  their  faith  in  these  struggles  for  even  unexpected 
results — if  we  sustain  them  in  prayer  at  home. 

All  regard  present  conditions  as  temporary,  but  how 
long  no  one  knows.  The  properties,  except  such  as  are 
used  by  the  Chinese,  have  been  closed  and  sealed  by  the 
government.  Unless  hostilities  break  out  between  our 
own  country  and  Japan  this  property  should  not  be 
much  disturbed.  Otherwise,  no  one  can  guess  what 
might  happen.  At  least  the  situation  needs  our  most 
earnest  prayers  and  support,  believing  they  have  done 
all  possible  to  meet  wisely  a  most  difficult  situation. — C. 
D.  Bonsack. 


Rejoice!    Brotherhood  Goal  Met 

The  Conference  Budget  of  $235,000  is  paid! 
When  the  adding  machine  figures  reached  $235,000  there  was  a  gen- 
eral disposition  at  Elgin  headquarters  to  break  forth  with  the  Hallelujah 
Chorus.  Indeed,  we  cannot  exactly  say  we  used  really  correct  ecclesiastical 
decorum  to  express  our  feelings.  This  is  the  first  time  for  ten  years  that 
the  Conference  Budget  has  been  met  in  full.  But  we  must  quickly  remind 
our  readers  that  the  budget  which  has  been  carried  at  $275,00  was  reduced 
at  the  Conference  in  1940  to  $235,000. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  final  receipting  is  incomplete.  The  total  given 
for  the  year  will  likely  be  above  $235,000.  The  last  year  this  record  was 
exceeded  was  in  1931,  when  $288,363  was  given.  In  addition  to  Confer- 
ence Budget  giving,  the  Brethren  Service  Funds  (Relief  and  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service)  for  the  year  just  past  will  total  at  least  $67,000. 

"With  trumpets  and  sound  of  cornet  make  a  joyful  noise  before  the 
Lord,  the  King"  (Psa.  98:  6). 
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Miss  Ethyl's  Way  With  Man 

BY  SAMUEL  BERNIS  WENGER 
Chaplain    State    Prison    of    Southern    Michigan 

A  screeching  of  brakes,  a  grinding  of  gears,  and  then — 
crash!  The  usual  breathless  and  morbidly  curious 
crowd  collects.  From  somewhere  the  wailing  cry  of  an 
ambulance  siren  is  heard,  as  if  already  mourning  the 
deceased.  White-coated  attendants  pick  the  child  up 
and  rush  it  to  the  hospital.  The  doctor  shakes  his  head 
and  calmly  says,  with  grim  finality,  "No  hope." 

"But  I  wasn't  drunk;  we  had  only  a  few  beers." 

"I  didn't  see  the  woman." 

"The  child  must  have  run  from  behind  a  car.  I  didn't 
see  the  light  turn  red." 

These  are  typical  replies  given  in  response  to  ques- 
tions asked  men  sentenced  to  Jackson  Prison  for  the 
crime  of  manslaughter  by  car  in  which  alcohol  was  the 
contributing  cause  of  the  accident.  As  chaplain  at  the 
state  prison  of  southern  Michigan,  I  interview  each  man 
shortly  after  his  admission  to  determine  the  central 
cause  of  his  offense,  so  a  program  of  religious  rehabili- 
tation can  be  constructed  upon  the  individual  needs  of 
the  prisoner.  These  responses  to  private  and  personal 
questioning  were  freely  given,  for  many  so  convicted 
were  sincerely  of  the  opinion  they  were  falsely  ac- 
cused and  their  blame  for  the  death  of  the  victim  great- 
ly exaggerated.  The  major  portion  pleaded  extenuating 
circumstances. 

No,  it  wasn't  a  faulty  car,  or  bad  weather,  or  a  con- 
gested road.  Everything  was  in  order,  except  the  driv- 
er. His  senses  and  reflexes  had  been  dulled  because  of 
the  powerful  influence  of  Miss  Ethyl  Alcohol.  She  was 
there  in  clear  evidence  by  the  empty  bottle  on  the  floor 
of  the  car.  He  wasn't  drunk — far  from  it,  but  the  in- 
sidious disorganization  of  his  faculties  had  been  very 
effective,  simply  because  of  the  one  or  two  seemingly 
harmless  drinks  he  had  taken.  "Impossible,"  it  is  said, 
but  here  is  something  that  has  been  scientifically  prov- 
en. It  takes  only  one  fifth  of  a  second  for  a  normal 
driver  to  apply  the  brakes  when  the  light  turns  red. 
Should  the  same  driver  take  two  glasses  or  bottles  of 
beer,  scientists  say  it  would  take  him  from  three  to  five 
times  as  long  to  do  the  same  thing.  During  this  longer 
period  at  sixty  miles  an  hour,  his  car  would  travel  the 
distance  of  a  city  lot.  In  addition,  such  a  driver  can  see 
clearly  ahead  thirty  feet  less  than  formerly. 

Over  a  three-year  period  I  have  interviewed  some 
8,000  rank  and  file  men  received  at  this  prison,  of  all 
races  and  creeds,  ranging  in  age  from  seventeen  to  over 
eighty  years  of  age.  More  than  90%  of  the  men  admit 
beer,  wine  and  liquor  drinking.  Nearly  60%  will  admit 
on  closer  questioning  they  were  heavily  intoxicated 
when  their  crimes  were  committed.  There  are  many 
who  insist  they  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  of- 
fense for  which  they  were  convicted.  Slowly  and  gently 
had  Miss  Ethyl  performed  her  social  sabotage  in  the 
control  rooms  of  their  brains  until  they  were  sorry  vic- 
tims of  her  charm. 

In  most  instances  the  use  of  liquor  by  the  men  repre- 
sented the  power  or  force  of  social  custom  and  the  effect 
of  the  habits  of  the  group  of  which  they  had  been  a 
part.     "The  rest  of  the  crowd  drinks,"  became  license 


for  our  inmate.  "I  went  out  with  a  bunch  of  fellows 
and  we  got  to  drinking,"  is  one  of  the  most  common  ad- 
missions usually  followed  by,  "If  I  could  have  stayed 
away  from  drinking  associates,  I  would  not  be  in 
prison."  But  it  seemed  it  was  the  smart  thing  to  do. 
It  was  socially  accepted  and  gave  the  human  weakling 
an  opportunity  to  enjoy  a  measure  of  social  acceptance. 
The  prison  inmate  is  characteristically  lonely,  suggest- 
ible, lacking  in  potent  individuality  or  moral  convic- 
tion and  seeks  companionship  on  whatever  level  avail- 
able. The  drinking  act  levels  and  equalizes  and  pro- 
vides the  much  needed  wedge  of  acquaintanceship. 
"We  met  in  the  beer  garden,"  is  repeated  over  and 
over  by  our  men. 

Miss  Ethyl  makes  our  men  forget  their  family  re- 
sponsibility. Through  her  influence  they  found  a  way 
to  escape  from  the  hard  real  world  into  one  of  imag- 
ined make-believe.  In  other  words,  liquor  was  a  con- 
venient escape  for  the  prisoner  who  had  never  learned 
to  face  life  problems  squarely.  Life  is  a  succession  of 
problems.  The  prisoner  by  nature  evades  them  when 
he  can.  Through  liquor  he  hides  his  head  in  the  sand. 
"I  lost  my  job  and  saw  no  hope  for  myself." 

"I  drank  heavily  after  the  wife  died." 

"I  couldn't  see  them  suffer  after  they  took  the  furni- 
ture away  so  I  started  drinking." 

These  and  many  other  escapes  from  life's  problems 
describe  the  pattern  weakness  of  many  drinking  pris- 
oners— caused  at  root  by  lack  of  moral  stamina  and  fear 
of  failure. 

It  has  often  been  demonstrated  by  medical  experts 
that  alcohol  is  not  a  stimulant,  does  not  increase  cour- 
age, but  removes  caution  and  reverts  the  user  to  the 
primitive  and  lower  levels  of  action.  The  false  im- 
pression of  alcohol  making  men  courageous  originated 
during  the  middle  ages  with  Paracelsus,  who  was  not 
a  true  physician  but  a  reputed  quack.  Later  research 
teaches  the  opposite.  Alcohol  burns  out  the  brake- 
bands of  the  mind  and  lets  the  organism  run  wild. 
Nature  has  seen  fit  to  double  some  of  our  lesser  organs. 
We  have  two  hands,  feet,  eyes,  ears,  kidneys  and  lungs, 
but  only  one  brain.  When  the  brain  is  thrown  out  of 
gear  there  is  little  control  left.  Even  transit  planes 
carry  two  pilots  to  protect  human  life.  Should  one 
pilot  become  ill  the  other  carries  on.  When  the  driving 
brain  is  enslaved  by  Miss  Ethyl's  wiles  there  is  cer- 


The  Child's  Day 

BY  MAY  ALLREAD  BAKER 

He  looked  upon  the  world  with  wondering  eyes. 
He  saw  the  limpid  blue  of  mother's  eyes; 
His  dad's  strong  hands  that  held  him  tenderly; 
The  nurse,  in  her  white,  starched  efficiency; 
His  doting  grandparents;  small  sister  Sue; 
(She  wanted,  very  much,  to  hold  him,  too); 
His  ivory  crib,  decked  out  with  tender  care; 
Pink  rosebuds,  none  so  sweet  as  he,  nor  fair. 
The  sweep  of  snowy  curtains  at  the  sill — ■ 
He  saw,  this  bright  June  day,  and  gazed  his  fill  . 
That  night  the  angels  came.    Next  morn  he  knew 
The  pure  perfection  of  a  heavenly  view. 
Arcanum,  Ohio. 
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tainly  no  one  at  home  behind  the  wheel.  Self-respect 
goes  first,  then  judgment,  reason,  co-ordination  and 
common  sense.  There  was  George,  aged  47,  sentenced 
for  robbery  while  armed.  As  a  boy  of  seven  he  was 
selling  papers  to  help  support  the  family  of  eleven. 
The  father  was  a  brutal  alcoholic  ne'er-do-well  who 
consumed  all  available  income  for  liquor  while  charity 
and  agencies  brought  food  in  quantity.  He  personally 
related  an  occasion  of  his  belated  return  from  his  paper 
selling  post  one  evening,  when  through  mortal  fear  of 
the  drinking  parent  he  crept  in  the  rear  door  to  the 
clothes  closet  with  his  empty  paper  bag  and  went 
to  sleep.  Family  concern  for  his  whereabouts  netted  a 
city-wide  search.  When  found  the  father  beat  and 
kicked  our  subject  until  he  was  ill  for  several  days. 
He  became  a  truant  at  school,  followed  by  the  Boys' 
School  at  eight,  the  Reformatory  at  eleven.  Long 
years  intervened  until  as  father  of  six  children,  he  is 
reputed  kind  and  affectionate  when  sober,  but  when 
drinking  a  fair  reproduction  of  his  father.  The  wife 
describes  her  husband,  our  inmate,  as  two  men:  one 
man  sober,  another  quite  the  opposite  when  intox- 
icated. 

It  has  also  been  noted  that  Miss  Ethyl  reaches  father, 
son  and  oftentimes,  grandson.  Nearly  every  boy  who 
comes  to  prison  had  a  drinking  father.  Many  will 
describe  in  striking  detail  the  childhood  suffering  from 
the  alcoholism  of  the  parent  only  to  submit  to  its  wiles 
and  become  more  excessive  than  the  parent.  The  high 
point  of  identification  of  the  boy  with  the  alcoholic 
parent  appears  to  be  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and 
eighteen.  The  early  suffering  and  resentment  from  the 
father's  alcoholism  seem  forgotten  or  set  aside  in  the 
potency  of  the  parental  example,  most  generally  set 
by  the  father  through  the  son's  natural  identification 
with  his  father.  In  other  words,  the  son  becomes  what 
he  learns  the  masculine  role  to  be  from  his  father,  who 
has  represented  the  value  bearer  in  the  family  circle. 

Finally,  Miss  Ethyl  reverts  her  devotee  to  the  prim- 
itive and  predatory.  The  unconscious  drives  are  un- 
leashed through  the  dissolution  of  self-control  and  re- 
leasing moral  brakes.  When  these  are  gone  the  sub- 
ject has  a  favorable  mind-set  for  crime.  Alcohol  starts 
at  the  top,  at  the  intelligence  controls  of  the  cranial  or 
self-directive  division  of  our  nervous  system.  It  next 
distorts  the  motor  centers  and  jumbles  the  co-ordina- 
tion of  muscles,  easily  discerned  in  the  thick  tongue 
and  wobbly  gait  of  the  tippler.  Next  the  sympathetic 
or  emergency  department  is  upset,  giving  a  false  sense 
of  warmth  and  security  by  relaxing  the  muscles  and 
dilating  the  walls  of  the  capillaries.  Thence  its  effect 
moves  to  the  lower  segment  where  the  procreative  or 
sexual  desires  are  left  unregulated.  Nature's  fitting 
plan  of  checks  and  balances,  each  division  of  the  auto- 
nomic or  self-controlling  nervous  system  co-ordinating 
yet  opposing  the  other,  is  disorganized  and  disintegrated 
because  Miss  Ethyl  has  the  controls. 

The  drinking  man  becomes  dangerous  to  society  when 
his  latent  and  unresolved  thoughts  and  smouldering 
resentments  rise  to  the  conscious  surface  unchecked  by 
judgment.  They  often  take  shape  into  planned  actions 
if  the  light  of  judgment  and  self-control  has  gone  out 
via  Miss  Ethyl.  The  disordered  tumult  of  unresolved 
and  conflicting  emotions  may  become  focused  on  some 
object,  plan  or  purpose.  He  does  not  care  about  any- 
one or  anything.  Advice  is  idle  talk.  As  the  uncen- 
sored    dream    reveals    the    unconscious    drives    of    the 


dreamer,  so  does  alcohol  permit  the  passion-ridden  vic- 
tim to  commit  his  crime  unashamed.     Miss  Ethyl  holds 
the  control. 
Jackson,  Mich. 


Wine,  Women  and  Song 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 

"It  isn't  the  woman,  it  isn't  the  song, 
It's  the  wine  that  makes  the  man  go  wrong." 

We  had  met  while  visiting  a  minister  in  a  near-by 
hospital.  Twilight  was  deepening  into  darkness.  As 
we  walked  along  the  avenue  toward  the  post  office, 
dozens  of  neon  signs  could  be  seen  flashing  on  to 
advertise  many  brands  of  beer.  My  religious  friend 
sadly  shook  his  head.    "Isn't  that  a  tragedy?"  he  asked. 

A  sudden  blare  of  loud  music  came  from  one  of  the 
beer  joints.  Several  men  stopped,  looked  and  entered. 
Inside,  men  and  women  were  already  sitting  at  the  bar. 
A  desolate-looking  barmaid  enviously  eyed  a  competitor 
who  was  dancing  with  a  customer,  while  their  half- 
empty  glasses  were  slyly  stolen  by  the  proprietor. 

"They  think  they  are  drowning  depression  sorrows," 
I  answered.  "Surely  the  American  people  will  wake  up 
ere  long  and  realize  that  they  have  made  a  great  mis- 
take; that  this  escape  is  only  enslaving  its  victims  even 
more  to  the  rampant  commercialism  of  our  day." 

Wine,  women  and  song!  As  I  trudged  back  to  my 
lonely  study  with  the  echoes  of  ribald  merriment  still 
ringing  in  my  ears,  a  violinist  down  the  street  started 
playing  Home,  Sweet  Home. 

Surely  here  was  a  contrast!  He  played  the  tune  well. 
Why  couldn't  all  song  be  beautiful,  inspiring  a  man  to 
nobler  life?  Beautiful  memories  flashed  upon  "that  in- 
ward eye"  as  waves  of  violin  music  floated  through  my 
window.  Ah,  yes!  How  often  had  that  melody  re- 
sounded through  my  college  dormitory  halls.  This  one 
my  brother  sang  again  and  again  during  high  school 
days.  There  was  a  parody  to  the  next  one  which  mother 
never  liked:  I  vowed  I'd  never  sing  it  again,  for  the 
original  was  too  fine.  We  young  people  frequently 
mocked  our  chorister's  mannerisms  when  leading  the 
following  religious  number,  but  how  I  should  like  to 
hear  him  lead  it  now!  The  last  one  I  had  often  helped 
to  sing  in  church  as  a  special  number. 

Turning  with  moist  eyes  from  photographs  of  those 
I  have  learned  to  love,  I  sat  down  to  write  some  let- 
ters. 

A  knock  on  the  door!  Asking  pardon  for  the  interrup- 
tion, a  young  man  burst  in.  He  wanted  some  advice.  Seek- 
ing amusement  he  had  taken  a  girl  acquaintance  to  a 
theatre,  but  before  the  evening  was  over  she  had  stolen 
all  his  money  and  valuables.  Remembering  how  nar- 
rowly I  had  in  earlier  years  escaped  being  "taken  in" 
myself,  I  told  him  some  of  the  tricks  observed  or 
learned  from  boys  in  my  charge.  How  a  group  of  boys 
in  my  care  had  to  be  sought  after  a  big  political  rally. 
How  economic  pressure  drives  girls  in  our  cities  to  ex- 
ploit men.  How  our  super-sensitivity  to  sex  is  com- 
mercialized. How  even  well-meaning  teachers  and  ad- 
visers sometimes  contribute  toward  the  development  of 
unwholesome  attitudes  toward  sex.  How  suggestive 
advertisements,  vulgar  songs  and  stories,  alcoholic 
liquor,  etc.,  make  men  wild-eyed  and  susceptible. 
Finally,  how  a  beautiful  friendship  with  a  girl  of  his 
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own  refined  type  would  preserve  and  ennoble  his  faith 
in  womankind. 

Thanking  me,  he  arose  to  go.  Yes,  I  would  be  glad 
to  help  him  report  to  the  police. 

Several  blocks  away  we  came  upon  a  pitiable  sight. 
A  drunken  man  had  been  lured  off  the  avenue  by  three 
boys.  By  devious  antics  they  got  him  to  make  angry 
pursuit,  then  to  stumble  and  fall.  While  pretending  to 
lift  him  up,  they  robbed  him.  Quickly  they  were  gone, 
lost  in  the  crowd.  Poor  fellow!  Just  another  victim  of 
liquor  who  must  be  taken  in  and  rehabilitated,  if  pos- 
sible. 

"Luckily,  I've  never  come  to  that!"  remarked  my 
young  friend,  with  a  shudder.  "I  don't  like  the  odor  of 
the  stuff,  anyway,  and  never  touch  it.  Next  to  poverty 
and  war,  I  believe  it's  the  greatest  evil  in  the  world." 

Song,  women  and  wine!  And  the  greatest  of  these  is 
wine.  The  temperance  society  featuring  the  rhyme 
with  which  we  started,  is  right.  At  present  the  alco- 
holic liquor  business  is  becoming  a  monster. 

Personally,  I  have  no  fear  of  succumbing  directly  to 
the  wiles  of  the  wine-women-song  trio.  But  indirectly! 
Who  of  us  may  not  be  affected  in  some  way?  Innocent 
grapes,  innocent  girls,  innocent  music:  but  what  vicious 
abuses  of  them  we  are  tolerating! 

In  spite  of  years  of  effort  this  destructive  trio  con- 
tinues to  present  some  of  the  greatest  unsolved  prob- 
lems of  Christianity  and  democracy. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


The   Threat   of  Peace 

BY  ROY  WHITE 

"Stock  Market  Rises  as  Peace  Scare  Fades";  so  reads 
a  newspaper  headline.  The  investments  of  many  peo- 
ple are  threatened  when  peace  seems  to  become  immi- 
nent. We  do  not  want  to  be  selfish  or  cruel,  but  after 
all  much  of  our  property  or  security  depends  upon 
higher  prices  for  wheat,  livestock,  and  such. 

In  Jesus'  day,  the  Pharisees  made  a  great  pretense  of 
religion,  but  they  were  unable  to  rise  above  their  ma- 
terial interests.  Sometimes  we  think  Russia,  Germany, 
England  and  France  are  faced  with  the  same  situation 
and  are  making  the  same  mistake.  If  this  headline 
actually  pictures  what  is  going  on  in  this  country,  we 
wonder  about  America.  Is  human  life  the  highest 
value  after  all?     It  was  to  Christ. 

Chicago,  III. 


Signboard  Sermons 

BY  FOREST  S.   EISENBISE 

2.     "Protect  the  Children" 

Driving  through  a  small  community  and  approaching 
the  school  our  attention  was  caught  by  this  sign,  "We 
love  our  children.  Help  us  protect  them."  A  much 
larger  and  longer  sign  than  the  usual,  "School  Zone. 
Drive  Slowly."  But  more  effective,  too.  At  least  it 
seemed  so  to  us. 

For  of  course  folks  love  their  children.  We  do.  And 
we  want  others  to  be  considerate  of  our  little  ones. 
Then  we  should  be  glad  to  co-operate  with  other  par- 
ents in  caring  for  the  safety  of  their  boys  and  girls. 

But  as  we  went  our  way  we  pondered  the  subject  of 


protecting  the  children.  How  important  it  is.  And 
how  tremendously  concerned  folks  are — but  mostly  for 
the  physical  welfare  of  the  little  ones.  And  how  often 
is  the  spiritual  welfare  slighted  or  entirely  neglected. 

This  train  of  thought  brought  us  to  the  station  in 
Matt.  18:1-14.  There  we  contemplated  the  many  im- 
plications of  protecting  the  children,  morally  and  spir- 
itually, not  merely  physically. 

My  conclusion  is  that  this  is  what  the  world  needs — 
loving  care  for  the  welfare  of  all  the  children.  Some 
boy  or  girl  is  following  my  example  and  someone  is 
following  yours.  I  surely  do  not  want  to  strike  down 
a  child  on  the  highway,  and  neither  do  you.  But  it 
is  more  serious  to  lead  one  astray  morally  and  spirit- 
ually. What  do  you  think?  Let  us  protect  our  own 
and  our  neighbors'  children,  not  merely  against  phy- 
sical harm,  but  as  far  as  we  are  able,  against  the  rav- 
ages of  sin. 

Shanghai,  China. 


Stewardship   Nuggets 

BY  HOWARD  H.   KEIM,  JR. 

We  often  hear  people  talk  about  what  they  would 
do  for  God  and  the  church  if  they  were  rich.  "If  I 
had  a  million  dollars,  I'd  pay  off  the  church  debt";  or 
"build  a  new  church";  or  "give  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
missions."  This  is  purely  imagination  and  hot  air. 
They  would  do  proportionately,  just  what  they  are 
now  doing.  Too  many  of  us  try  to  escape  the  implica- 
tions of  stewardship  on  the  basis  that  we  have  little. 
Do  you  remember  what  happened  to  the  one-talent 
person  in  the  parable? 

The  people  who  would  really  do  something  for  God 
and  his  church  if  they  had  a  million  dollars  are  those 
stewards  who  waste  no  time  talking  about  what  they 
would  do  if — .  Rather,  they  are  quietly  and  zealously 
engaged  in  advancing  the  kingdom  of  God  with  such 
brawn,  intelligence,  tact,  Christian  grace,  and  material 
wealth  as  God  has  placed  in  their  trust.  As  additional 
blessings  come  they  thank  God  and  proceed  to  make 
larger  investments  in  the  kingdom  without  waiting  for 
a  new  financial  drive  or  every  member  canvass. 

Jesus  said  it  all  long  ago.  "He  that  is  faithful  in  a 
very  little  is  faithful  also  in  much:  and  he  who  is  dis- 
honest with  a  trifle  is  also  dishonest  with  a  large 
trust"   (Luke  16:10). 

Huntington,  Ind. 


He   Remembered  His   Bible 

BY  JULIA  GRAYDON 

He  had  had  a  stroke  but  his  mentality  was  almost  nor- 
mal and  he  enjoyed  reading  and  seeing  his  friends, 
though  confined  to  one  room.  One  day  a  lady  who  was 
well  versed  in  the  Bible,  as  he  too  had  been,  was  talk- 
ing to  him  about  the  heathen  tribes  of  Africa.  It  was 
then  he  said,  in  his  slightly  changed,  quavering  voice: 
"Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God." 

He  might  get  the  wrong  word  occasionally  as  those 
do  who  have  been  afflicted  as  he  was,  but  his  Bible  mem- 
ory was  perfect.  He  had  studied  his  Bible  day  by  day 
and  it  remained  in  his  mind  above  everything  else. 

No  book  can  take  the  place  of  the  Bible! 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 
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THE     CHURCH     AT     WORK 


PLANNING  FOR  CAMP 

Dates  and  other  information  regarding  our  summer 
camps  will  be  found  in  the  May  31  issue  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger. 

Camp  Planners'  Meeting 

Annual  meetings  of  the  National  Camp  Planners  have 
been  held  for  the  past  five  years.  A  recent  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  provides  for  such  a  meet- 
ing every  three  years  in  the  future  and  encourages  re- 
gional and  district  camp  planning  conferences  during 
the  other  years.  For  this  reason  the  Camp  Planners' 
Meeting  held  at  Elgin,  Feb.  7  to  9,  1941,  the  last  for  an- 
other three  years,  was  particularly  significant.  It  was 
the  most  largely  attended  of  the  camp  planners'  meet- 
ings to  date  with  representatives  of  camps  from  Cali- 
fornia to  Pennsylvania  and  Florida  to  Montana  present. 

The  meeting  began  with  impressions  and  evaluations 
of  our  camps.  Young  people  are  more  serious  now  than 
they  were  seven  or  more  years  ago.  This  calls  for  camp 
leaders  who  can  help  young  people  in  their  search  for 
a  satisfactory  relationship  with  God  and  who  can  chal- 
lenge them  to  difficult  tasks.  A  second  major  observa- 
tion was  that  we  have  become  afraid  of  emotion  in 
camp.  What  we  need  to  do  is  to  direct  emotion  in  such 
a  way  that  young  people  will  be  led  to  establish  satis- 
factory relationships  with  God  and  their  fellow  men. 

In  a  discussion  it  was  pointed  out  that  leadership  and 
what  goes  on  in  camp  are  the  basic  factors  in  camp  pro- 
motion. The  fruits  of  camp  speak  for  themselves.  Dis- 
trict boards  of  Christian  education,  young  people's  and 
children's  cabinets  should  promote  camp  through  local 
church  contacts  and  the  distribution  of  camp  literature. 

Suggestions  were  made  for  the  growing  number  of 
adult  camps.  It  was  urged  that  greater  consideration 
be  given  to  the  "Learning  for  Life"  program  of  the 
United  Christian  Adult  Movement.  Child  training 
should  receive  a  major  emphasis  in  adult  camps. 

Some  of  the  highlights  of  a  paper  on  Christian  cul- 
ture in  camp  may  be  summed  up  in  these  statements: 
Culture  is  caught  not  taught.  Camp  should  be  living 
together  normally  on  the  highest  Christian  level  that 
can  be  attained.  The  finest  leader  is  one  who  never 
fails  to  select  and  make  real  those  life  values  which  are 
eternal — these  are  the  values  that  make  and  develop 
Christian  culture.  The  effect  of  morning  watch  and 
vesper  services  should  permeate  all  the  camp  life.  "Un- 
less there  is  within  us  that  which  is  above  us,  we  shall 
soon  yield  to  that  which  is  about  us." 

Camp  leadership,  measuring  the  effectiveness  of  camp 
leadership  and  trends  in  camping  were  discussed  at 
some  length.  Papers  were  presented  and  discussions 
led  by  Mrs.  Anna  B.  Mow,  J.  H.  Mathis,  L.  W.  Shultz, 
Amy  White,  Paul  "Miller,  Mark  Shellhaas  and  Raymond 
R.  Peters.  Anyone  interested  may  receive  a  free  copy 
of  the  complete  minutes  of  this  meeting  by  writing  to 
the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 


Brethren  Camping  in  the  Future 

Trends  in  Camping  Wilh  Implications  for  the  Future 

1.  The  Selective  Service  Act  has  brought  many  new 
factors  into  the.  contemporary  picture.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  experiences  which  accrue  from  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps  will  greatly  influence  our 
regular  camping  program. 

2.  Bill  H.  R.  10606,  if  passed,  would  tremendously  af- 
fect camping.  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill  sum- 
mer camps  would  become  a  part  of  the  public  school 
system. 

3.  An  increased  number  of  character  building  agency 
camps  such  as  Y.  M.  and  Y.  W.,  4-H,  Scouts,  Future 
Farmers,  etc.,  offer  programs  competitive  to  our  church 
camps. 

4.  More  strict  governmental  regulations  regarding 
health,  sanitation  and  physical  equipment  are  in  the 
picture. 

5.  There  is  a  shift  from  recreational  to  educational 
concepts  of  camping.  Objectives  are  being  determined 
more  realistically  and  precisely.  There  is  a  growing 
recognition  that  clarity  and  specific  aims  give  a  focus 
and  direction  to  leadership  and  enhance  its  effective- 
ness. 

6.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  utilize  the  resources  in 
education,  sociology,  psychology,  mental  health  and  the 
best  in  religious  education. 

7.  There  is  a  trend  away  from  an  adult  centered  cur- 
riculum to  one  planned  co-operatively  with  the  camp- 
ers. Closely  related  to  this  is  the  shift  to  motivation 
on  the  basis  of  democratic  procedure  and  for  the  good 
of  the  group. 

8.  There  is  a  tendency  toward  evaluating  the  out- 
comes of  camp.  Do  we  really  know  what  is  happening 
to  the  campers? 

Some  Elements  Which  Will  Likely  Characterize  Breth- 
ren Camps  in  the  Future 

1.  There  will  need  to  be  a  better  qualified  leadership. 
People  must  be  trained  for  specific  tasks. 

2.  More  attention  must  be  given  to  a  growth  program 
for  camp  leaders. 
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3.  Our  camps  must  be  an  integral  part  of  the  on-going 
church  program. 

4.  Camps  of  the  future  will  be  more  creative,  will 
deal  more  with  the  basic  concepts  of  human  life  and 
will  help  people  to  learn  how  to  live  together. 

5.  There  will  be  more  work  in  connection  with  the 
on-going  church  camps. 

6.  There  will  be  fewer  and  better  camps.  It  is  likely 
that  within  the  near  future  we  shall  see  an  increased 
number  of  camps.  Then  will  follow  a  period  of  weed- 
ing out. 

7.  There  will  be  many  types  of  camps.  It  is  likely 
that  camps  will  develop  around  special  projects  and 
ideas  and  causes.    Pacifist  work  camps  are  an  example. 

8.  There  will  be  a  more  scientific  follow-up  of  camp- 
ers. 

9.  There  will  likely  be  an  increased  amount  of  super- 
vision of  the  educational  procedure  in  camp. 


The  Local  Church  and  the  Summer  Camp 

Camp  leaders  are  interested  in  getting  an  increasing 
number  of  churches  to  send  representatives  to  camp. 
The  local  church  will  benefit  most  if  the  right  persons 
go  to  camp.  By  that  we  mean  those  people  who  hold 
positions  of  leadership  in  the  church. 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  get  plans  under  way 
at  once  for  summer  camp.  Churches  should  think  of 
the  summer  camp  as  a  part  of  their  religious  education 
program.  Such  a  concept  involves  funds  and  plans. 
Here  are  some  suggestions: 

1.  Place  in  the  regular  budget  an  item  for  summer 
camps. 

2.  Initiate  plans  for  groups  in  the  church  to  build  a 
camp  fund. 

3.  Pay  the  registration  fee  of  every  person  going  to 
camp. 

4.  See  that  your  church  is  represented  at  each  age 
group  camp. 

5.  Persons  who  hold  positions  of  leadership  and  those 
who  have  never  gone  to  camp  should  have  first  consid- 
eration as  delegates. 

Remember,  if  your  church  is  to  be  well  represented 
at  camp,  some  person  or  group  of  persons  must  work  at 
the  job. 


Interdenominational  Camps  and  Conferences 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been  allotted  a  quota 
of  five  at  the  meeting  of  the  Christian  Youth  Council  of 
North  America  at  Estes  Park,  Colorado,  June  23-28, 
1941.  This  meeting  will  offer  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  participation  in  the  planning  of  the  United  Christian 
Youth  Movement.  Several  inquiries  have  already  been 
received  concerning  attendance  at  this  conference.  If 
you  wish  to  get  in  under  our  quota,  act  at  once. 

During  this  summer  the  United  Christian  Youth 
Movement  is  sponsoring  six  regional  planning  confer- 
ences— Camp  Sierra,  California,  July  5-12;  Geneva  Glen, 
Colorado,  July  20-27;  Winnipesaukee,  New  Hampshire, 
Aug.  4-16;  Silver  Creek,  Oregon,  Aug.  10-17;  Lake  Gene- 
va, Wis.,  Aug.  18-30;  Blue  Ridge,  N.  C,  July  16-20.  As 
stated  in  the  leaflets  the  purpose  of  these  conferences 
is  "to  arouse  Christian  young  people  to  the  need  for 


Special  Leadership  in  Camp 

Missionaries,  refugees,  peace  workers  and 
representatives  of  other  races  are  able  to  make 
a  very  definite  contribution  to  camp  leadership. 
The  Elgin  office  is  glad  to  help  in  securing  these 
people  for  leadership  in  your  camp.  If  you  will 
let  us  know  the  date  of  your  camp  and  the  type 
of  leadership  you  would  like  to  have,  we  will 
attempt  to  arrange  for  schedules  for  these  peo- 
ple in  the  various  areas. 


and  to  help  them  discover  the  methods  of  united  and 
specific  Christian  action  in  their  communities  and  to 
realize  their  unity  in  the  world  Christian  community." 
Young  people  who  have  completed  at  least  their  junior 
year  in  high  school  and  who  are  under  twenty-five  years 
of  age  and  who  are  in  positions  of  leadership  are  urged 
to  attend. 

Those  Brethren  youth  who  have  attended  these  inter- 
denominational camps  in  past  years  have  come  back 
with  enthusiastic  reports  of  the  help  and  inspiration  re- 
ceived and  the  opportunity  for  leadership  growth  of- 
fered in  these  camps  and  conferences.  Each  district 
and  regional  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  should  attempt  to  be 
represented  in  one  of  these  regional  conferences. 

If  interested  in  either  the  Estes  Park  or  any  of  the 
regional  planning  conferences,  write  to  Raymond  R. 
Peters,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  for  further  informa- 
tion. 

The  United  Christian  Adult  Movement  is  planning  re- 
gional camps  again  this  year  at  the  following  places: 
Southern  California,  May  24-30;  Forest  Grove,  Oregon, 
June  4-10;  Bridgewater,  Va.,  June  16-23;  Lake  Wawasee, 
Ind.,  July  6-12;  Northfield,  Mass.,  July  19-26;  Geneva 
Glen,  Colo.,  July  28— Aug.  3;  Hollister,  Mo.,  Aug.  2-9; 
Frontenac,  Minn.,  Aug.  4-9;  Dunkirk,  New  York,  Aug. 
22-29.  If  interested  in  any  of  these  camps,  write  to  D. 
D.  Funderburg,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  for  further  in- 
formation.   

Some  New  Books  on  Camping 

Talks  to  Counselors.  Dimock.  Association  Press, 
1940.  92  pages.  50c.  This  book  is  good  reading  for  any 
camp  staff  member. 

Solving  Camp  Behavior  Problems.  Doherty.  Asso- 
ciation Press,  1940.  62  pages.  50c.  Directors  will  find 
this  material  most  helpful. 

New  Trends  in  Group  Work.  Edited  by  Lieberman, 
twenty  persons  contributing  to  the  volume.  Association 
Press,  1939.     229  pages.     $2. 

Group  Work  in  Camping.  Blumenthal.  Association 
Press,  1937.     100  pages.    $1.25. 

Supervision  in  Social  Group  Work.  Lindenberg.  As- 
sociation Press,  1939.     141  pages.    $1.50. 

The  last  three  books  listed  deal  with  group  work. 
There  is  a  new  interest  in  this  approach  in  character 
education.  Those  interested  in  growing  in  camp  leader- 
ship will  find  these  books  thought  provoking.  These 
books  are  being  placed  in  the  Brethren  Loan  Library 
and  can  be  purchased  through  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House. 
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PEACE   AND   RELIEF 

An  Opportunity  for  the  Church 

By  Peter  Kaufmann,  Chicago,  Illinois 

On  Monday  night,  Feb.  17,  there  was  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  most  colleges  and  universities  of  the 
Chicago  area  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  campus  or- 
ganizations to  help  support  the  plan  to  feed  the  five 
small  democracies.  At  that  occasion  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  National  Committee  on  Food  for  the  Five 
Small  Democracies,  with  headquarters  at  420  Lexington 
Avenue,  New  York  City,  is  seeking  the  assistance  of 
the  students,  because  the  ministers  have,  through  their 
indifference,  greatly  disappointed  the  leaders  of  this 
committee.  As  a  divinity  student  and  former  pastor,  I 
felt  terribly  ashamed  for  the  clergy  of  America. 

The  church  does  not  seem  to  understand  the  whole 
significance  of  the  issue.  Much  more  is  at  stake  than 
the  lives  of  more  than  ten  million  human  beings.  Yet, 
that  alone  would  be  a  cause  worthy  of  the  fullest  and 
most  enthusiastic  concern  and  endeavor  of  the  church. 
Beyond  the  lives  of  these  millions  of  human  beings,  the 
coming  generation  in  the  countries  concerned  is  at 
stake.  Not  only  will  the  coming  generation  be  weak 
in  body  and  mind,  but  they  will  have  no  use  at  all  for 
the  democratic  ideal  and  the  Christian  way  of  life,  both 
of  which  have  forsaken  them  at  a  time  at  which  help 
could  have  been  given.  Last  but  by  no  means  least,  the 
future  of  the  church  is  at  stake.  Since  I  lived  in  Ger- 
many until  1937,  I  know  from  firsthand  experience 
what  a  marvelous  reputation  and  prestige  the  Quakers 
enjoyed,  even  among  those  who  on  the  whole  had  noth- 
ing but  the  utmost  contempt  and  scorn  for  the  church. 
Why?  Because  the  Society  of  Friends  carried  on  soup 
kitchens  and  other  goodwill  work  after  the  war. 

We  have  all  reason  to  expect  the  same  kind  of  re- 
action after  this  war  if  the  churches  fail  to  support,  to 
the  very  limit  of  their  capacity,  this  purely  humanitar- 
ian issue.  General  Pershing  says:  "From  my  own  war 
experience  and  some  knowledge  of  the  problems  in- 
volved, I  have  every  confidence  that  the  salvation  of 
these  people  can  be  worked  out  along  the  lines  proposed 
by  Mr.  Hoover  without  military  loss  or  benefit  to  either 
side."  The  European  nations,  as  well  as  the  American 
people,  will  have  nothing  but  contempt  for  the  church, 
and  perhaps  rightly  so,  if  the  church  fails  in  this  crisis. 
The  church  will  have  little  voice  in  education,  social 
reconstruction  and  any  other  phase  of  life,  unless  it 
earns  now  the  right  to  speak. 

To  a  much  higher  degree  than  most  of  us  ministers 
are  conscious,  the  future  of  the  world  lies  in  our  hands. 
If  we  are  complacent  now  or  absorbed  in  our  local  du- 
ties to  the  exclusion  of  being  concerned  about  these 
greater  issues,  we  thereby  shall  undermine  the  future 
of  the  church  and  there  will  be  no  institution  and  force 
to  work  against  the  destructive  powers  of  a  hedonistic 
materialism — the  world-view  which  has  brought  about 
the  present  disaster. 

The  opportunity  to  build  a  solid  foundation  for  the 
church  in  the  future  lies  in  our  hands.  Let  us  use  this 
precious  opportunity! 


board,  and  a  small  weekly  wage  are  offered.  Also  the 
privilege  of  attending  services  at  the  near-by  Church  of 
the  Brethren  will  be  granted.  Write  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 


A  Dentist  Needed 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  is  informed  that 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  a  village  of  700  people,  is  without 
a  dentist.  The  older  dentist  died  and  the  younger  has 
gone  into  government  service.  A  full  stock  of  equip- 
ment is  available.  The  Spring  Creek  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  five  miles  in  the  country,  is  trying  to  find  a 
man  for  this  place.  Write  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  HI. 


MEN'S  WORK 

Nampa  Father  and  Son  Banquet 

By  Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho 

The  men's  work  at  Nampa  put  on  a  real  father  and 
son  banquet  recently  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
in  attendance.  Dr.  C.  L.  Heuck  presided  as  toastmaster 
in  his  unique  way.  The  main  address  of  the  evening 
was  given  by  Bernard  Mainwaring,  editor  of  the  local 
daily,  an  interesting  speaker  who  talked  upon  encour- 
aging trends  in  a  time  of  stress.    Among  these  he  named: 

Development  of  youth  through  education. 

Decrease  of  cynicism. 

A  wholesome  attitude  toward  work. 

Less  ignorance,  more  tolerance. 

Confidence  in  the  American  way — as  exemplified  by 
the  Pilgrims. 

Response  to  the  opportunity  to  test  our  faith. 

The  meal  was  put  on  by  the  ladies'  aid  of  the  church. 
No  man  was  admitted  without  at  least  one  boy. 

Gordon  Yoder  sang  a  vocal  solo,  accompanied  by 
Doris  Eshelman.  Bob  Frantz  played  a  solo  on  a  baritone 
horn.  Bro.  Frank  DeCoursey  made  a  toast  to  the  boys. 
L.  D.  Loeber  responded. 

The  program  as  planned  by  Harry  Beckwith,  Sumner 
Eshelman  and  La  Vern  Martin  was  a  real  success. 

The  Nampa  church  has  joined  the  100%  subscription 
to  the  Messenger  list  because  of  the  efforts  of  men's 
work,  assisting  Sister  L.  D.  Goodman,  agent. 


Employment  for  a  Sister  Offered 

A  family  in  Bethel,  Pa.,  is  eager  to  employ  a  sister 
of  the  Brethren  Church  to  live  in  their  home  and  care 
for  the  children  while  the  parents  both  work.     Room, 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Part  VII,     Neighborliness 

Scripture:     Luke  10:  25-37 
Sunday,  March  23 
I.  What  Is  the  Situation  Today  in  Regard  to  Neighbor- 
liness? 

1.  We  are  still  living  in  an  unneighborly  world. 

2.  Many  communities  are  exceedingly  unneighborly. 

3.  Even  members  of  the  same  church  seem  to  feel  that 
the  accident  of  poverty  or  wealth  relieves  them  of  the 
obligation  of  neighborliness. 

4.  Too  often  the  obligation  of  neighborliness  is 
brushed  aside  by  saying  "he  is  a  Negro,  an  Oriental,  a 
Catholic,  Protestant,  Jew,  or  infidel." 

5.  Intelligent  people  are  still  asking  who  their  neigh- 
bor is,  neglecting,  of  course,  to  act  until  the  satisfactory 
answer  is  given. 
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6.  Neighborliness  is  very  often  ruled  out  if  it  touches 
the  pocketbook  unfavorably.  Note  individual  reaction 
to  the  so-called  "good  neighbor"  treaties  of  our  gov- 
ernment, or  the  giving  of  jobs  or  renting  of  property  to 
Negroes. 

7.  Since  so  much  relief  is  administered  by  the  com- 
monwealth, persons  tend  to  lose  sight  of  the  human 
element  in  the  unfortunate  ones.  Fun  making  is  often 
more  common  than  personal  suffering  with  the  victim. 
It  is  easier  to  report  the  case  to  the  authorities  than  to 
bind  up  the  wounds  personally. 

8.  Some  people  are  so  busy  with  other  good  works 
that  they  have  no  time  to  be  neighborly. 

II.  How  May  We  Achieve  More  Neighborliness? 

Read  often  the  story  of  the  good  Samaritan  (Luke  10: 
25-  37)  and  note  that  Jesus  teaches — 

1.  That  eternal  life  is  tied  up  with  being  neighborly. 

2.  That  being  of  a  different  race  does  not  alter  the 
responsibility  of  being  a  neighbor. 

3.  That  a  neighbor  is  anybody  in  need. 

4.  That  true  neighborliness  seeks  not  for  limits  but 
for  opportunities. 

5.  That  to  be  a  neighbor  one  has  to  have  eyes  that 
see  God's  image  in  persons  regardless  of  their  condi- 
tion. 

6.  That  to  be  a  neighbor  means  to  be  a  brother. 

7.  That  the  model  neighbor  rendered  a  personal  serv- 
ice— stooped  down,  bound  up  the  wounds,  and  took  him 
to  the  hospital. 

8.  That  in  true  neighborliness  property  rights  are  sur- 
rendered for  the  welfare  of  others.  The  Samaritan  put 
the  injured  man  on  his  own  beast  and  paid  the  hospital 
bill  from  his  own  pocket. 

9.  That  to  be  a  neighbor  love  must  be  joined  to  good 
deeds. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do  Here  and  Now  to  Become  More 
Christlike  in  Neighborliness? 

1.  As  individuals? 

2.  As  families? 

3.  As  a  church? 

4.  As  a  nation? 


CHILDREN'S   WORK 

Our  District  and  Regional  Children's  Work 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Elgin,  Illinois 

Children's  work  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  mov- 
ing out  on  two  new  fronts  during  the  current  five  years: 

First,  in  the  establishing  of  district  cabinets  of  chil- 
dren's work. 

Second,  in  the  appointment  of  regional  directors  of 
children's  work. 

These  two  steps  will  represent  the  bringing  into  the 
children's  program  a  wealth  of  thinking  from  over  two 
hundred  people  when  cabinet  appointments  have  been 
completed. 

District  cabinet  appointments  are  usually  made  by  the 
District  Board  of  Christian  Education  or  Board  of  Ad- 
ministration, upon  the  recommendation  of  the  district 
director  of  children's  work.  These  appointments  are  be- 
ing made  slowly  and  carefully,  in  order  to  discover  the 


best  talent  available.  Therefore,  the  following  list  is  not 
yet  complete.  Some  districts  have  selected  a  total  cab- 
inet, some  only  part  of  the  group  to  date,  and  a  few 
have  not  yet  begun.  But  there  is  much  reason  to  be 
glad  for  the  way  the  cabinets  are  getting  started. 

Northern  California:  Mrs.  Hattie  B.  Deardorff,  director;  Mrs. 
Florence   S.   Studebaker;    Mrs.   Paul  Daugherty. 

Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Mrs.  Frank  Howell,  director; 
Miriam    Myer;    Velma    Fasnacht;    Mrs.    Fred   Brunk. 

Colorado:  Mrs.  Lewis  A.  Lapp,  director;  Mrs.  E.  Frank  Weaver. 

Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin:  Virginia  Smith,  director;  Mrs. 
Charles  Johansen;   S.   Earl  Mitchell. 

Middle  Indiana:  Mrs.  Paul  Halladay,  director;  Olive  Bagwell; 
Mrs.  Guy  Miller;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Keim;  Mrs.  Ray  Zook;  Mrs.  Glee 
Orpurt. 

Northern  Indiana:  Fern  Price,  director;  Cecil  Keiser;  Mrs. 
Glenn  Perkey;  Mrs.  Bessie  Markley;  Arthur  Morris;  Flossie  S. 
Roose. 

Southeastern  Kansas:  Mrs.  J.  L.  Mohler,  director;  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Loshbaugh. 

Southwestern  Kansas:  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher,  director;  Wilma 
Boyer;   Mrs.   Bert  Trostle;   James  Elrod. 

Eastern  Maryland:  Mrs.  John  Greene;  Mrs.  E.  R.  Cook;  Mrs. 
Jessie  Shaver;  Elmer  Schildt;  Mrs.  Malcolm  Long;  Arthur  Purcell. 

Michigan:  Elma  Rau,  director;  Mrs.  Viola  Gow;  Harvey  Hostet- 
ler;  Joe  Van  Dyke;  Mrs.  D.  P.  Schechter;  Mrs.  Grace  Showalter. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana:  Mrs.  Ralph  Petry,  direc- 
tor;  Mrs.  Lloyd  R.  Maust;   Mrs.  Peter  Glein;   Mrs.  Mary  Knapp. 

Southern  Ohio:  Mrs.  Fred  Hollingshead,  director;  Mrs.  Alberta 
Comer;  Mrs.  John  Good;   Ruth  Wenger;  Mrs.  Miriam  Wenger. 

Oklahoma:  Mrs.  Ora  Huston,  director;  Bertha  Frantz;  Orville 
Pote;  Kenneth  Thralls. 

Middle  Pennsylvania:  Mary  Keiper,  director;  Ida  M.  .Fisher; 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Rowland;  Mrs.  Glenn  Norris;  T.  F.  Henry;  Mrs. 
Earnest   Replogle;   Mrs.   L.   Chester   England. 

Southern  Pennsylvania:  Mrs.  W.  L.  Widdowson,  director;  Mrs. 
Martin  Peiper;  Mrs.  Ada  Brandt;  Helen  Myers;  Margaret  Leas; 
Levi  K.  Ziegler. 

Texas  and  Louisiana:  Mrs.  E.  E.  Butson,  director;  Alice  Harri- 
man;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Peters;  W.  E.  Peckover;  Pearl  Whitcher;  J.  F. 
Hoke. 

Northern  Virginia:  Etta  Bowman,  director;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Myers; 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Garber;   Fern  Huffman. 

Second  Virginia:  Mrs.  Minor  C.  Miller,  director;  E.  R.  Shober; 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Malcolm;   Mrs.  H.  R.  Rumberg;   Murray  Wagoner. 

Southern  Virginia:  Katie  Bowman,  director;  S.  H.  Flora;  David 
Wampler;   Mrs.   Jonas  Flora;   Rubye  Vest;   M.  E.  Clingenpeel. 

Washington:  Orville  Booth,  director;  Mrs.  Ethel  Deardorff;  Mrs. 
Margery  Nickles. 

Regional    Directors    of    Children's   Work 

In  order  to  co-operate  with  developing  regional  plans  and  to 
act  as  a  national  commission  on  children's  work,  appointments 
of  regional  directors  of  children's  work  have  been  made  as  fol- 
lows by  the  Regional  Council  of  Boards  in  their  respective  areas: 

Southeastern  Region:  Mrs.  Paul  Bowman. 

Eastern  Region:  Mary  Keiper. 

Central  Region:  Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber. 

Central  West  Region:  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher. 

Western  Region:  Mrs.  Frank  D.  Howell. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


A  1940  Widow's  Mite 

Several  weeks  before  Christmas  the  pastor  at  the 
Protestant  Mexican  mission  handed  out  white  envelopes 
in  which  to  place  white  gift  Christmas  offerings  as 
Christmas  gifts  to  Jesus.  Even  the  children  in  the  Sun- 
day school  were  urged  to  present  gifts  in  their  en- 
velopes. I  noticed  several  children  had  rather  troubled 
expressions  on  their  faces  and  wondered  why. 

Each  Sunday  morning  the  white  gift  envelopes  were 
recalled  and  all  were  urged  to  bring  real  offerings.  The 
week  before  Christmas  the  announcement  included  the 
statement  that  an  angel  would  stand  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Bethlehem  stable  at  the  climax  of  the  program  on 
Christmas  Eve  and  collect  the  envelopes.  I  noticed  per- 
plexed looks  on  the  faces  of  Sam,  Joe  and  Mary.    It  was 
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that  week  that  I  learned  that  these  children  played  at 
school  all  through  the  noon  hour,  that  when  asked  by 
the  teacher  why  they  did  not  go  home  for  lunch,  Sam- 
my had  answered,  "There's  nothing  in  the  house  to 
eat." 

"Why?"  queried  the  astonished  teacher. 

"Our  father  and  our  mother  are  both  sick,  the  food 
is  all  gone,  and  so  is  our  father's  money." 

The  president  of  the  ladies'  aid  took  a  box  of  grocer- 
ies to  the  home  that  very  evening.  The  six  children 
were  so  hungry  that  the  loaf  of  bread  on  top  of  the 
basket  was  immediately  divided  among  them,  and  with 
never  a  thought  of  anything  to  put  on  it.  The  bread 
disappeared  down  their  throats  like  magic. 

The  Christmas  program,  which  always  includes  the 
dramatization  of  the  nativity  scenes,  was  accented  with 
appropriate  costumes  and  a  reality  in  the  drama  such 
as  only  Mexicans  can  give.  The  program  is  always 
well  attended  since  it  represents  the  highest  point  in 
the  year's  program.  A  number  of  us  always  go  early 
to  help  the  performers  don  their  costumes.  This  year 
we  were  in  the  social  hall  before  the  program.  Most  of 
the  children  were  there,  too — some  of  them  shaking  their 
white  envelopes  to  hear  their  gifts  rattle. 

Sammy  came  up  to  me  with  his  envelope.  "Mine  does 
not  make  a  noise,"  he  confided.  "I  have  just  one  penny. 
My  father  had  only  two  pennies  left.  He  gave  me  one 
and  Joe  one.  Mary  didn't  get  any.  If  my  married  sis- 
ter comes  tonight,  Mary  is  going  to  ask  her  for  some 
money.  I'm  glad  I  have  a  penny.  My  father  says  when 
I  give  all  I  have  it's  my  widow's  mite." 

My  eyes  sought  out  Mary  in  the  crowd.  Finally  I 
saw  her  with  a  troubled  look  on  her  face.  I  de- 
termined to  see  that  she  had  something  in  her  en- 
velope even  if  her  married  sister  did  not  come.  Adjust- 
ing wings  on  members  of  the  angelic  choir  demanded 
my  closest  attention  until  time  to  enter  the  church  audi- 
torium, and  by  that  time  I  had  lost  Mary.  However,  I 
soon  located  her  with  the  junior  girls,  but  noticed  to 
my  amazement  that  her  only  wrap  on  this  rather  cold 
evening  was  a  coat  entirely  too  small  for  her,  and  that 
an  elbow  protruded  from  each  sleeve.  Just  as  the 
prelude  started  there  was  a  little  commotion  among  the 
junior  girls.  I  saw  that  Mary  had  very  quietly  moved 
to  the  back  of  the  room  where  some  people  were  com- 
ing in.  Sure  enough,  among  them  was  her  sister!  Im- 
mediately she  opened  her  purse  and  dropped  a  coin  into 
Mary's  white  envelope.  The  look  of  worry  was  re- 
placed by  a  smile  of  contentment  as  Mary  slipped  back 
to  her  seat. 

As  we  marched  up  and  placed  our  envelopes  in  the 
plate  held  by  our  angel,  no  one  was  happier  than  Mary, 
Sammy  and  Joe. 

I  passed  this  story  on  and  there  was  some  sharing  of 
clothes,  food,  books,  games  and  tops  on  the  part  of  chil- 
dren in  better  circumstances.  The  Sunday  after  Christ- 
mas Mary  wore  a  coat  large  enough  for  her.  Joe's 
much-mended  sweater  and  overalls  were  replaced  by  a 
real  suit  of  clothes  which  had  seen  just  a  little  wear, 
and  Sammy  had  a  new  sweater.  The  boys  are  in  my 
Sunday-school  class  at  the  mission.  I  was  the  one  to 
whom  they  confided  that  they  got  so  many  things  for 
Christmas — clothes,  fruit,  half  a  banana  apiece  for  all  six 
children.  "I  got  two  games,  Mrs.  Miller,"  put  in  Joe, 
"and  all  three  of  the  little  children  got  toys  and  Mary 


got  her  favorite  books."  They  were  very  happy  and 
grateful  to  all  who  shared  with  them,  and  especially 
glad  they  had  even  a  widow's  mite  gift  for  Jesus. 

La  Verne,  Calif.  Grace  Hileman  Miller. 


Elder  John  H.  Wright 

(See  Picture   on   Cover  Page) 

Another  of  God's  faithful  servants  has  been  called  to 
his  reward.  Elder  John  H.  Wright  closed  his  long,  use- 
ful life  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Etta  Butter- 
baugh,  in  North  Manchester,  on  Monday  evening,  Feb. 
10,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years,  eleven  months  and  twen- 
ty-two days.  John  Wright  was  one  of  a  large  family  of 
children  born  to  Peter  Wright  and  wife.  The  father 
came  from  Ohio  in  1844  and  entered  a  farm  six  miles 
southeast  of  North  Manchester.  Here  he  and  his  good 
wife  raised  a  family  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Three  of  his  sons  became  ministers.  One,  Albert  L., 
was  elder  of  the  Manchester  congregation  for  many 
years.  Another  son,  Isaiah  B.,  is  a  local  minister  in  the 
Progressive  Brethren  Church. 

John  H.  was  born  Feb.  18,  1850.  While  working  on 
the  farm,  he  took  advantage  of  all  the  country  school  of 
that  day  could  offer.  He  also  gained  much  in  home 
study.  He  became  a  teacher  and  continued  in  this  work 
for  twelve  years.  The  high  school  students  of  Chester 
Township  had  already  decided  to  dedicate  their  annual 
this  year  to  Brother  Wright  as  the  oldest  living  teacher 
in  the  township. 

Bro.  Wright  united  with  the  Ogan's  Creek  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  March,  1874.  Two  months  later  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry.  He  at  once  gave  evidence  of 
ability  and  faithfulness.  He  was  advanced  to  the  sec- 
ond degree  of  the  ministry  in  1879  and  ordained  to  the 
eldership  in  1881.  Soon  after  this  he  was  elected  pre- 
siding elder  of  the  Ogan's  Creek  congregation  and  re- 
mained in  charge  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Working 
in  harmony  with  him  was  Elder  S.  S.  Ulrey,  well  known 
to  many  of  our  older  people.  Bro.  Wright  soon  became 
a  recognized  leader  in  Middle  Indiana.  He  was  writing 
clerk  of  the  district  meeting  for  thirteen  years  and 
moderator  a  number  of  times.  He  represented  his  dis- 
trict on  the  Standing  Committee  six  times  and  served 
on  many  important  committees.  He  was  a  leader  in 
mission  and  Sunday-school  work  and  always  a  friend  of 
Manchester  College.  Besides  his  work  in  the  Ogan's 
Creek  church,  he  was  elder  of  the  Huntington  Country 
church  for  twenty  years  and  served  as  pastor  much  of 
the  time.  He  served  faithfully  in  a  day  when  ministers 
received  very  little  for  their  services.  He  gave  up 
teaching  to  serve  the  church  better.  After  this  he  made 
his  living  on  a  small  farm. 

After  leaving  Ogan's  Creek  in  1903,  he  was  pastor  of 
the  Huntington  City  and  Rossville  congregations.  Since 
1912  he  has  lived  in  the  Manchester  congregation,  of 
which  he  was  presiding  elder  from  1915  to  1919.  For 
years  he  was  teacher  of  the  senior  Bible  class  and  sel- 
dom missed  church  or  Sunday  school. 

Bro.  Wright  had  a  happy  home  life.  He  was  married 
to  Lucinda  Shock  Oct.  17,  1875,  at  the  close  of  a  Sunday 
morning  service  in  the  Leslie  church,  Elder  George  W. 
Cripe  of  Illinois  officiating.  To  them  were  born  three 
daughters.  Katie  died  in  infancy.  Etta  became  the  wife 
of  T.  D.  Butterbaugh,  who  was  an  active  elder  in 
Middle   Indiana  for  many  years.     Delia  had  prepared 
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herself  for  teaching  but  met  her  death  in  a  gasoline  ex- 
plosion on  Sept.  12,  1902.  Her  early  home-going  brought 
great  sorrow  to  Brother  and  Sister  Wright.  His  faith- 
ful companion  for  more  than  fifty  years  departed  this 
life  May  19,  1928.  Bro.  Wright  kept  the  cottage  home 
much  as  Sister  Wright  left  it  until  age  and  infirmities 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  spend  his  last  days  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Butterbaugh. 

Bro.  Wright  had  a  gift  of  poetry  and  song.  He  wrote 
many  beautiful  poems.  He  often  inspired  people  by 
singing  solos  in  the  church.  He  grew  old  beautifully. 
Conservative  by  nature,  he  was  not  always  pleased  with 
some  changes  in  the  church;  but  after  he  had  expressed 
his  convictions  and  desires,  he  would  cheerfully  work 
with  the  majority. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elder  Edward 
Kintner  at  the  home  and  in  the  Walnut  Street  church 
by  Elder  H.  L.  Hartsough  and  the  writer. 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Othc  Winger. 


Tragic  Death  of  Elder  Samuel  C.  Weyant 

The  Clover  Creek  congregation,  friends  and  relatives 
of  Eld.  Samuel  C.  Weyant  were  grief-stricken  on  the 
evening  of  Jan.   22,   1941,  when  they  received  the  sad 

news  that  their  pastor  and 
friend  had  met  with  a  fa- 
tal automobile  accident 
just  a  few  hours  before. 
The  accident  was  due  to 
the  slippery  condition  of 
the  road.  Bro.  Weyant 
was  crushed  between  his 
car  and  another  auto  that 
struck  his.  He  was  pro- 
nounced dead  upon  ar- 
rival at  the  hospital. 

After  the  close  of  his 
day's  work  in  the  school- 
room Pastor  Weyant,  his 
wife  and  daughter  went 
to  Altoona,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Hollidaysburg  to 
meet  their  son,  Kenneth,  coming  home  from  Juniata 
College  for  a  short  vacation,  when  the  accident  oc- 
curred. 

Bro.  Samuel  Weyant  was  the  son  of  Adolphus  and 
Delia  Weyant,  and  was  born  near  Klaar,  Pa.,  Dec.  14, 
1895.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Beckie  Walters 
May  23,  1917.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  the  Claar  congregation  in  August  of  1914.  Here 
Ihe  -was  called  to  the  ministry  Aug.  29,  1916,  and  through 
the  laying  on  of  hands  by  James  A.  Sell  and  J.  B.  Mil- 
ler was  ordained  May  30,  1920. 

He  was  educated  in  the  Greenfield  Township  schools 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Juniata  College.  Following  his 
graduation  from  college,  Bro.  Weyant  had  taught  school 
for  the  past  twenty-seven  years,  and  was  employed  as  a 
history  teacher  in  the  Claysburg  consolidated  school. 
He  was  quite  popular  among  the  faculty  and  was  loved 
and  respected  by  his  pupils.  He  also  took  an  active 
part  in  civic  affairs  and  served  as  auditor  of  Greenfield 
'Township.  He  served  as  a  noncombatant  soldier  in  the 
World  War. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son  in  Juniata  College, 
and  a  daughter,  Jean,  in  grade  school,  his  mother,  four 
sisters   and   three   brothers.     One   brother,   Merle,   is   a 


minister  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Eld.  Weyant 
had  the  unusual  privilege  of  baptizing  into  the  church 
his  father  and  mother  and  his  brothers  and  sisters.  He 
was  deeply  devoted  to  his  family  and  was  beloved  by  a 
great  many  relatives  and  friends. 

He  served  the  church  at  Upper  Claar  until  Oct.  16, 
1936,  when  he  was  called  to  be  pastor  of  the  Clover 
Creek  congregation,  including  Clover  Creek  and  Diehl's 
Cross  Roads,  a  position  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  last  sermon,  given  the  Sunday  before  his  death,  was 
entitled  "Making  a  Living  and  Making  a  Life." 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from  the  Upper  Claar 
church  with  Eld.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Juniata  College  officiat- 
ing, assisted  by  I.  B.  Kensinger,  elder  of  the  Clover 
Creek  congregation.  It  was  estimated  there  were  1,500 
people  present  at  the  funeral.  The  many  beautiful 
floral  tributes  spoke  mutely  of  the  love  and  sympathy 
of  relatives  and  friends.  Interment  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery adjoining  the  church. 

It  has  been  hard  for  those  who  knew  him  to  become 
reconciled  to  his  passing.  May  this  thought  bring  en- 
couragement and  comfort,  that  the  work  which  he  did 
shall  not  cease  to  be  done  at  his  passing.  It  will  be 
carried  on  by  those  who  have  been  inspired  by  the  un- 
selfishness of  his  life. 

Martinsburg,   Pa.  Pearl  Snowberger 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Cook-Hoover. — Rex  V.  Cook  and  Lina  Bernice  Hoover,  both  of 
the  Plattsburg  community,  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Feb.  14,  by 
the  undersigned. — X.   L.   Coppock,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 


FALLEN  ASLEEP 


Ayers,  Mrs.  Eliza,  was  born  Oct.  3,  1876,  near  Gilmanton,  Wis. 
She  was  married  to  Bert  W.  Ayers,  June  30,  1907.  No  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  but  the  mother  love  was  expressed  in 
caring  for  two  adopted  children.  She  accepted  Christ  in  Novem- 
ber 1939.  She  died  on  Dec.  26,  1941.  Her  husband  preceded  her 
in  death  seven  months  ago.  Burial  was  in  the  Colfax  cemetery, 
with   services   by   the  writer. — Howard   Peden,   Mondovi,   Wis. 

Ball,  Geo.  W.,  son  of  the  late  Joseph  F.  and  Chrissa  Barrick- 
low  Ball,  was  born  near  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Aug.  1,  1866,  and  died 
in  his  home  in  Uniontown,  Feb.  8,  1941.  His  entire  life  was  lived 
in  this  community.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Jeffries  on  Sept.  12, 
1889.  This  companionship  continued  for  fifty-two  years.  Two 
sons  were  born  into  the  home;  one  is  deceased  and  the  other 
survives.  His  widow  and  a  grandson  also  survive.  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Uniontown  church  by  baptism  Jan.  31,  1931. 
and  lived  a  quiet,  consistent  and  faithful  life.  The  anointing  on 
Jan.  5  was  a  great  blessing  to  him.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted from  the  residence  with  the  undersigned  officiating.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Oak  Grove  cemetery. — C.  C.  Sollenberger,  Union- 
town,  Pa. 

Bash,  Libbie,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Chamberlain,  was 
born  at  Liberty  Mills,  Sept.  16,  1872,  and  died  Feb.  14,  1941.  On 
Nov.  17,  1888,  she  was  married  to  Samuel  Bash.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bash  lived  their  entire  life  in  this  community.  After  his  death  on 
March  8,  1931,  Mrs.  Bash  continued  to  live  in  her  home  until 
two  years  ago,  when  she  entered  the  Peabody  Memorial  Home. 
Here  she  endeared  herself  to  all  who  knew  her.  There  remain 
two  daughters,  three  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  at  the  Peabody  chapel  were  conducted  by  the 
writer. — H.  L.  Hartsough,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Beckley,  James,  a  resident  of  Bedford  County,  died  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  near  Reynoldsdale,  Dec.  26,  1940,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  He  was  a  life  citizen  of  the  community, 
highly  respected  by  those  who  knew  him,  and  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church  in  New  Paris.  He  is  survived  by 
two  daughters  and  one  sister.  Services  were  conducted  in  the 
Oldham  home  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Shellsburg 
cemetery. — John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa. 
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Beougher,  George,  aged  72  years,  a  resident  of  Flora  for  sev- 
eral years,  was  killed  instantly  Feb.  6,  1941,  when  he  stepped  in 
front  of  a  passenger  train  in  this  city.  Being  hard  of  hearing, 
he  presumably  did  not  hear  the  approaching  train.  He  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Ritchey,  who  preceded  him  in  death  in 
1915.  Surviving  are  one  son,  four  daughters  and  several  grand- 
children. He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Flora  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  some  time.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  local 
church,  with  Bro.  Ray  E.  Zook  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the 
Maple  Lawn  cemetery. — Mrs.  E.  H.  Brubaker,  Flora,  Ind. 

ClaJlerbaugh,  Thomas  Edward,  was  born  in  Staunton,  Dec.  26, 
1894,  and  died  Nov.  13,  1940.  A  city  employee,  he  went  to  work 
as  usual  in  the  morning.  He  was  stricken  by  a  heart  attack, 
and  death  followed  immediately.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
son,  a  stepson,  his  mother,  a  sister,  a  stepsister  and  a  brother. 
Services  from  the  Lewis  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren  were 
conducted  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  J.  C.  Garber,  assisted  by  Rev. 
David  F.  Glovier  and  Rev.  R.  L.  St.  Clair.  Burial  was  in  the 
Thornrose   cemetery. — Anna   Flory,    Staunton,   Va. 

Deeier,  Martha  Ann,  the  second  daughter  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine Crowel,  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  6,  1862, 
and  died  at  her  farm  home  near  Pleasant  Hill,  Jan.  30,  1941.  On 
Oct.  5,  1887,  she  married  Isaac  Deeter.  To  this  union  were  born 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  son  preceded  the  mother  in  death 
three  years  ago.  Sister  Deeter  and  husband  united  with  the 
Pleasant  Hill  Church  of  the  Brethren  thirty-six  years  ago.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  and  had  her  greatest  joy  in  serving  oth- 
ers. For  many  years  she  was  an  invalid.  She  received  a  great 
blessing  from  the  anointing  service.  Sister  Deeter  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  daughter,  four  grandchildren,  one  great-grand- 
child and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  home  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  S.  J.  Adams  of  the  First  Brethren 
church.  Burial  was  in  the  Harris  Creek  cemetery. — I.  R.  Beery, 
Pleasant  Hill,   Ohio. 

Deiwiler,  Carl  Raymond,  son  of  Ralph  E.  and  Erma  Dick  Det- 
wiler  of  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  died  Oct.  28,  1940.  He  was  born 
June  21,  1940.  Surviving  are  his  parents.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  *the  Fairview  church  by  Elders  Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh 
and  I.  B.  Kensinger.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. — 
Mrs.   Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh,   Williamsburg,   Pa. 

Deiwiler,  James  Franklin,  died  Dec.  21,  1940,  at  his  home  near 
Williamsburg,  Pa.  He  was  born  Jan.  2,  1870,  the  son  of  William 
and  Anna  Hood  Detwiler.  He  was  married  on  July  8,  1893,  to 
Alice  Greaser.  To  them  were  born  fourteen  children,  nine  of 
whom  preceded  him  in  death.  Besides  his  wife  and  children,  he 
is  survived  by  one  sister  and  seventeen  grandchildren.  He 
attended  Juniata  College  and  taught  in  the  public  schools  for 
forty  years,  retiring  only  several  years  ago.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Fairview  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
in  the  Fairview  church  in  charge  of  Elders  I.  B.  Kensinger  and 
Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. 
— Mrs.   Ernest   A.   Brumbaugh,   Williamsburg,   Pa. 

Famous.  Lewis  W.,  aged  81  years,  passed  away  at  his  home 
in  Oaks,  Pa.,  where  he  had  resided  for  fifty-one  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Green  Tree  church.  Surviving  are  two 
sons,  five  grandchildren,  a  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  from  his  late  residence,  with  Bro.  D.  K. 
Hanawalt  in  charge.  Interment  was  in  the  Green  Tree  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.   Ralph    Dunmore,    Oaks,   Pa. 

Farringer,  Ida  Heise,  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Susannah 
Heise,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1864,  in  Winslow,  111.,  and  died  Jan.  15, 
1941.  On  March  20,  1884,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank 
W.  Farringer.  She  lived  in  and  near  Lena  all  her  life.  While 
young  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  three  children,  four  grandchildren,  five  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Lena  church 
by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Yellow  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— J.   F.   Burton,   Lena,   111. 

Good,  D.  Newton,  was  born  at  Sangerville,  Va.,  Dec.  2,  1856, 
and  died  Aug.  28,  1940.  He  was  a  retired  farmer,  and  fourteen 
years  ago  came  to  Staunton  to  live  with  his  daughter.  For 
more  than  sixty  years  he  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  two  daughters  and  three 
sons.  One  son  died  in  1938.  He  also  leaves  two  half  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  from  the  daughter's  residence  by 
Bro.  J.  C.  Garber,  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  S.  Thomas  of  Bridgewater. 
Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery  at  Bridgewater. — Anna 
Flory,   Staunton,   Va. 

Hager,  Edna  Barnes,  wife  of  Frank  Hager  of  Elliotsville,  Pa., 
was  born  Feb.  23,  1896,  and  died  Feb.  12,  1941.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful Christian,  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  She  was  a  de- 
voted wife,  a  loving  mother,  a  thoughtful  sister,  and  a  good 
neighbor.  She  was  one  of  whom  it  could  be  truthfully  said, 
"Everyone  has  lost  a  friend."  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
from  the  Wharton  Furnace  Union  Chapel,  with  the  undersigned 
officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Bethel  cemetery  near  Farming- 
ton,  Pa. — C.  C.  Sollenberger,  Uniontown,  Pa. 

Hamsiead,  Seymour,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Ann  Hamstead, 
was  born  May  1,  1868,  in  Grant  County,  W.  Va.,  near  Greenland 
Gap,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Delaware.  In  his 
teens  he  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  soon 
became  active  in  the  Lord's  work.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
left  his  father's  home  and  went  to  Eglon,  W.  Va.  There  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  Peter  Fike  and  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  Fike's  daughter.  To  this  union  were 
born  six  sons  and  one  daughter.     He  continued  in  the  mercantile 


business  for  a  few  years  and  then  bought  a  farm  near  his  wife's 
home.  In  1919  he  bought  a  farm  near  Greenwood,  Del.,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  While  living  in  the  Eglon  congrega- 
tion he  served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  taught 
the  Bible  class  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  elected  deacon 
and  district  Sunday-school  secretary.  In  Delaware  he  taught  the 
Bible  class  until  the  time  of  his  death.  His  ability  as  a  Bible 
teacher  was  much  appreciated.  He  read  his  Bible,  loved  his 
Lord,  had  confidence  in  his  church,  and  did  what  he  could  to 
promote  the  cause  of  the  kingdom.  Surviving  are  his  companion, 
seven  children,  twenty-eight  grandchildren,  five  great-grand- 
children, two  brothers  and  three  sisters.  The  funeral  service 
was  conducted  in  the  home  by  Bro.  W.  M.  Wine,  and  interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  near  his  home. — Obed  Hamstead,  Morgan- 
town,   W.  Va. 

Haubach,  Florence  McCauley,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
McCauley,  was  born  in  Stephenson  County,  111.,  Sept.  25,  1861, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  at  Mineral  Point,  Wis., 
Jan.  19,  1941.  On  Aug.  16,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elias  W.  Haubach  at  Allison,  Iowa.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
Jan.  14,  1928.  The  three  children,  four  grandchildren  and  four 
sisters  survive.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Lena 
church  by  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  Lena  ceme- 
tery.— J.  F.   Burton,   Lena,   111. 

Kruger,  John  Henry,  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  died  at  his  home 
Feb.  9,  1941,  aged  90  years,  2  months  and  27  days.  He  was  an 
industrious,  highly  respected  citizen,  one  who  provided  well 
for  his  family.  His  wife,  who  preceded  him  eight  years  ago,  was 
an  exemplary  and  devout  member  of  the  Mechanicsburg  church. 
Surviving  are  three  daughters,  one  son,  one  sister,  one  brother, 
a  number  of  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  Services 
were  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  Myers  funeral  home  in 
Mechanicsburg.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cemetery  by 
the  side  of  his  wife. — John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Martin,  Oliver  M.,  son  of  David  B.  and  Nancy  Martin,  was 
born  March  30,  1854,  at  Lanark,  111.,  and  passed  away  Jan.  9,  1941. 
He  lived  in  Lanark  until  1930,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Kan- 
sas to  live  with  his  daughter,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
Sept.  25,  1929.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
1906.  During  the  past  several  years  he  was  unable  physically 
to  attend  services  at  the  church.  He  leaves  five  brothers,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer. 
—Paul   B.   Studebaker,   Modesto,   Calif. 

Miller,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Samuel  M.  and  Anna  Bueachly 
Miller,  was  born  March  22,  1861,  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  passed 
away  at  her  home  at  Modesto,  Calif.,  Dec.  14,  1940.  At  the  age  of 
fifty-one  she  moved  from  Waterloo  to  Modesto.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  early  in  life  and  was  a  faith- 
ful, consistent  Christian,  serving  in  her  quiet  way  whenever  and 
■wherever  there  was  opportunity  to  do  good.  She  was  a  regu- 
lar attendant  at  the  church  service  when  health  permitted. 
During  the  past  year  she  was  almost  an  invalid.  Aunt  Abbie 
cared  for  her  parents  in  their  older  days  and  later  assumed 
responsibility  in  the  home  of  her  brother  to  care  for  three  moth- 
erless children.  Surviving  are  two  brothers  and  one  sister. 
Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer. — Paul  B.  Studebaker, 
Modesto,   Calif. 

Miller,  Mary  Agnes,  wife  of  Moses  G.  Miller,  was  born  near 
Mercersburg,  Pa.,  Jan.  5,  1875,  and  passed  away  Jan.  9,  1941.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  U.  Divelbiss.  She  was 
married  Dec.  21,  1899,  and  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  1911  when  Bro.  Charles  Steerman  held  evangelistic  serv- 
ices in  the  Back  Creek  congregation.  Sister  Miller  was  the 
teacher  of  the  women's  Bible  class  at  Mercersburg  for  about  ten 
years,  as  long  as  her  health  permitted.  A  regular  attendant  at 
church,  she  was  present  on  Sunday  before  she  had  the  stroke 
from  which  she  did  not  recover.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  a 
son,  a  daughter,  three  grandchildren,  four  sisters  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  United  Brethren 
church  in  Mercersburg  by  Bro.  Edgar  Landis  and  Bro.  A.  M. 
Dixon.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery. — Rhoda  Hege, 
Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Moyer,  Davis  R.,  aged  81  years,  died  at  his  home  in  Mont  Clare, 
Pa.  Surviving  are  his  wife  and  daughter.  He  had  been  a 
farmer  for  sixty  years,  retiring  in  1929.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Green  Tree  church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
David  K.  Hanawalt. — Mrs.   Ralph  Dunmore,   Oaks,   Pa. 

Noffsinger,  Samuel  Elmer,  son  of  David  and  Nancy  Redenbo 
Noffsinger,  was  born  in  Bond  County,  111.,  Oct.  21,  1879,  and 
passed  away  suddenly  Feb.  13,  1941.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Dora  Caroline  Terry  on  March  1,  1911.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Pleasant  Mound,  111.,  where  he  always  retained  his  membership. 
Surviving  are  his  wife,  two  sons,  six  daughters,  one  sister  and 
seven  grandchildren.  A  brother  and  sister  preceded  him  in 
death.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  undersigned 
in  the  First  Baptist  church  in  Vandalia,  where  he  resided.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Noffsinger  cemetery. — D.  J.  Blickenstaff,  Oakley, 
111. 

dinger,  Margaret  Ellen,  was  born  July  31,  1850,  to  John  T. 
and  Julia  Priddy,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter.  She  was  married  to  Jessie  C.  dinger  Aug.  7,  1868. 
Surviving  are  the  daughter,  four  grandchildren,  sixteen  great- 
grandchildren, and  two  great-great-grandchildren.  The  hus- 
band   died    in    1917.      She    united    with    the    church    as    a    young 
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woman  and  remained  faithful  to  her  Lord  to  the  end  of  her  long 
life.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned  at  the 
Huntington  church  on  Feb.  9.  Interment  was  at  the  Lancaster 
cemetery.— Howard    H.    Keim,    Jr.,    Huntington,    Ind. 

Parker,  Eliza  E.,  was  born  Nov.  10,  1870,  at  Gibbons  Glade,  W. 
Va.,  and  died  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Dec.  18,  1940.  She  was  reared 
in  the  home  of  Harrison  Glover.  In  early  life  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  which  faith  she  died.  On  March 
31,  1895,  she  was  married  to  William  C.  Teets,  who  died  Jan.  29, 
1898.  To  this  union  was  born  a  daughter,  now  deceased.  She 
was  married  again  on  Dec.  15,  1904,  to  John  H.  Parker,  who  sur- 
vives. To  this  union  were  born  a  son  and  a  daughter,  who  sur- 
vive. There  are  also  thirteen  grandchildren  and  ten  great- 
grandchildren. Her  illness  covered  a  number  of  weeks  of  suf- 
fering. Services  were  conducted  from  the  funeral  home  with 
her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the 
Bethel  cemetery  near  Farmington. — C.  C.  Sollenberger,  Union- 
town,    Pa. 

Pulcheon,  Julia,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jeannette  Campbell 
Krider,  was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  26,  1852,  and 
died  Feb.  1,  1941.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
When  Julia  was  a  child  they  came  by  wagon  train  to  settle  in 
Ohio.  For  a  while  they  resided  in  Trumbull  County,  and  later 
changed  their  place  of  residence  to  Hardin  County.  She  was 
married  to  Alexander  Pulcheon,  a  Civil  War  veteran,  on  Aug.  29, 
1871.  To  this  union  were  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Two 
of  the  sons  and  her  husband  preceded  her  to  the  home  beyond. 
Eight  grandchildren  and  nineteen  great-grandchildren  are  in 
this  family  group.  Being  one  of  the  early  settlers  Sister 
Pulcheon  knew  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  She  received  more 
education  than  many  in  her  day  and  generation.  She  was  a 
student  in  the  Ohio  Northern  University,  and  for  a  time  followed 
her  inclinations  to  gain  more  culture.  Many  years  ago  she  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Later  she  had  her 
membership  transferred  to  the  Brethren  church  at  Williamstown. 
Some  months  ago,  when  her  daughter  and  grandson  became 
members  of  the  Eagle  Creek  church,  she  expressed  her  desire 
to  have  membership  in  this  congregation  also.  During  the  year 
she  was  ill  much  of  the  time,  but  her  last  severe  illness  was  of 
short  duration.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor 
in  the  Eagle  Creek  church.  Interment  was  in  the  Dunkirk  ceme- 
tery.— Jesse   J.   Anglemyer,   Williamstown,   Ohio. 

Rodabugh,  Abigail  Miller,  was  born  at  Sangerville,  Va.,  Dec. 
9,  1860,  and  died  at  Arlington,  Ohio,  Feb.  8,  1941.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  David  and  Rebekah  Harshbarger  Miller.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  years  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Allen  County, 
Ohio.  Here  she  grew  to  womanhood,  and  remained  in  the  Sugar 
Creek  church  community  until  her  marriage  to  Amos  Roda- 
baugh  in  November  1896.  To  this  union  were  born  three  chil- 
dren. When  Sister  Rodabaugh  came  into  the  family  there  were 
six  motherless  children  in  the  home.  To  these  she  was  a  real 
mother,  living  an  exemplary  life.  Two  of  these  children  are 
deceased.  There  are  thirty  grandchildren  and  twenty-nine 
great-grandchildren  in  the  family  group.  Two  sisters  also  sur- 
vive. At  the  age  of  fifteen  she  united  with  the  church  in  the 
Sugar  Creek  congregation.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  she 
brought  her  letter  of  membership  to  the  Eagle  Creek  church. 
Here  she  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life,  always  ready  to  do  in  a 
spirit  of  willingness  whatever  her  hand  found  to  do.  Many 
were  the  hours  she  spent  in  sewing  for  the  needy.  Her  well- 
worn  Bible  shows  that  her  source  of  inspiration  was  received 
from  the  Word  of  God.  On  the  flyleaf  was  the  record  that  she 
had  read  through  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  fourteen  times, 
and  through  the  New  Testament  twenty  times.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Eagle  Creek  church  in  charge  of  the  pas- 
tor.— Jesse   J.    Anglemyer,   Williamstown,    Ohio. 

Sharp,  A.  Joseph,  passed  away  at  his  home  in  La  Porte,  on 
Feb.  12,  1941,  aged  88  years.  He  had  been  ill  six  weeks.  He 
was  the  son  of  Dayton  and  Maria  Sharp.  He  had  lived  in  this 
community  most  of  his  life.  On  Dec.  17,  1876,  in  Dayton,  Mich., 
he  was  married  to  Eliza  Smith,  who  preceded  him  in  death.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years, 
a  deacon,  and  a  trustee.  Surviving  are  five  sons,  five  daugh- 
ters, twenty-nine  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchildren. 
Two  sons  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Haverstock  chapel  with  Bro.  Edward  Stump  of  South  Bend 
and  Bro.  Kenneth  Murphy  of  La  Porte  officiating.  Burial  was 
in  the  Olive  Chapel  cemetery. — Mrs.  Nathan  B.  Cross,  La  Porte, 
Ind. 

Shoemake,  Fred,  was  born  July  23,  1865,  and  died  Feb.  4,  1941. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Betty  Thomas,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children.  After  the  death  of  his  wife,  there  was 
a  second  marriage  to  Sallie  Welch,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  deceased.  His  wife  and  nine 
children  survive;  also  a  number  of  grandchildren.  His  faithful 
service  in  the  church  began  when  he  was  thirty-one  years  of 
age. — Effie  Shoemake,  Warrensville,  N.  C. 

Smith,  Charles  Arthur,  was  born  Jan.  7,  1882,  and  died  at  the 
King  Daughters'  hospital  Dec.  12,  1940.  He  had  been  in  ill- 
health  for  about  eight  months,  but  was  seriously  ill  only  a  few 
weeks.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  seven  daughters 
and  three  sons.  Services  were  held  in  the  Lewis  Street  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  J.  C.  Garber.  Burial  was  in 
the  Lebanon  cemetery. — Anna  Flory,  Staunton,  Va. 

Spall,   Ellen   Collins,   was  born  in  Scott  County,  Ind.,   Oct.  8, 


1849,  and  departed  this  life  on  Jan.  24,  1941.  On  July  6,  1873,  she 
was  married  to  James  J.  Spall.  To  this  union  were  born  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  About  fifty-four  years  ago  she 
became  a  Christian  and  served  her  church  faithfully.  Surviving 
are  seven  children,  forty-six  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. For  the  last  fourteen  years  she  made  her  home 
with  her  children.  When  the  end  came  she  was  with  her  son 
near  Anderson,  Ind.  Services  were  held  at  the  New  Hope  church 
by  Bro.  Joseph  Garrett.  Burial  was  in  the  Uniontown  cemetery. 
— Mary  Ullery,   Crothersville,   Ind. 

Westheafer,  John  H.,  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  was  born  July  27,  1873, 
and  died  Feb.  4,  1941.  He  was  married  on  Dec.  26,  1895,  to  Katie 
Ramsey.  To  them  were  born  two  daughters.  His  wife  preceded 
him  in  death  on  June  10,  1928.  He  was  married  on  July  19,  1929, 
to  Catherine  Conrad,  who,  with  two  daughters,  six  grandchil- 
dren, one  brother  and  three  sisters  survive.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  manhood,  but  in  later  life 
joined  in  fellowship  with  the  United  Brethren  Church.  His 
pastor,  Rev.  T.  J.  Barnhart,  assisted  by  the  writer,  conducted  the 
funeral  service  at  his  late  residence,  with  burial  in  the  Spring 
Creek  cemetery. — F.  S.   Carper,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Whiimer,  David,  aged  81  years,  died  Jan.  22,  1941,  at  his  home. 
He  was  born  and  lived  in  Lost  River,  W.  Va.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
sixty-two  years,  and  a  minister  for  many  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Bro.  Joseph  Kohne,  assisted  by  L.  H.  Mil- 
ler. Interment  was  in  the  New  Dale  cemetery. — Geneva  Miller, 
Lost  River,  W.  Va. 

Wirt,  Hannah,  was  born  near  Franklin,  111.,  Jan.  23,  1854,  and 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Virden.  HI.,  Jan.  24,  1941,  on 
the  morning  following  the  eighty-seventh  anniversary  of  her 
birth.  She  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children  born 
to  Cullen  and  Nancy  Gibson.  Her  father  lived  to  the  unusual 
age  of  almost  ninety-eight  years,  and  the  mother  attained  the 
age  of  eighty-four.  On  Jan.  4,  1878,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  James  Wirt.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Aunt  Hannah,  as  she  was  "familiarly  known,  spent 
most  of  her  life  in  the  vicinity  of  Virden.  Over  sixty  years  of  it 
were  spent  on  the  old  homestead  two  miles  northeast  of  Virden. 
In  her  youth  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  which 
she  loved  and  faithfully  served.  For  many  years  she  was  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  and  a  minister's  wife.  She  and  her  hus- 
band of  sacred  memory  were  always  ready  to  open  their  home 
to  visitors.  Besides  the  five  children  and  six  grandchildren  there 
remain  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  The  average  age  of  the 
brothers  and  sisters  is  seventy-seven  years.  The  funeral  serv- 
ice was  conducted  at  the  Virden  church  by  the  writer.  Inter- 
ment was  at  Pleasant  Hill. — E.  F.  Caslow,  Virden,  111. 
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^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Canada 
Bow  Valley. — Our  church  attendance  at  both  the  morning  and 
evening  services  has  been  very  good  during  the  winter.  On 
Dec.  15  we  enjoyed  The  Nativity  in  slides  of  the  Master  Painters. 
This  was  an  interesting  service.  We  had  our  Christmas  program 
on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22.  In  the  evening  we  had  a  candle- 
lighting  service.  On  Christmas  Eve  twenty-three  young  people 
went  carol  singing  to  the  sick  and  shut-ins.  We  were  glad  to 
have  in  our  midst  over  the  holidays  Brother  and  Sister  J.  S. 
Culp  of  Corvallis,  Oregon,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Eugene  Bur- 
riss  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  former  members  here.  Bro.  Culp  preached 
for  us  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  29.  On  the  evening  of  Jan.  19 
the  male  quartet  gave  us  a  program  in  song,  assisted  by  a  duet 
and  a  solo.  Sister  Ruth  Brubaker  was  the  reader.  Our  pastor, 
Sister  Grace  Brubaker,  is  doing  good  work.  We  appreciate  her 
efforts.  Both  our  elder  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  H. 
Brubaker,  have  been  very  ill  for  some  time.  At  present  both 
are  at  home  somewhat  improved  in  health,  but  they  will  return 
to  Calgary  in  a  few  days  for  further  treatment.  Bro.  Brubaker 
was  able  to  attend  and  conduct  a  business  session  of  the  church 
on  Feb.  4.  One  letter  of  membership  was  granted.  Our  Achieve- 
ment Offering  of  $21  was  taken  on  Feb.  9.  Our  community  was 
saddened  by  the  homegoing  of  Sister  Jane  Beagle,  a  pioneer 
member  of  this  church.  Several  of  our  members  are  conducting 
a  Sunday  school  at  Shouldice. — Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger,  Arrowwood, 
Alberta,  Canada,  Feb.  9. 

Indiana 

Hickory  Grove. — At  our  business  meeting  held  recently  Eld. 
J.  A.  Snell  explained  what  the  church  is  expected  to  do  for  our 
young  men  who  are  conscripted.  One  has  been  baptized  since 
our  last  report.  On  Dec.  22  our  young  people  and  children  gave 
a  splendid  Christmas  program.  The  young  people  gave  the  Sun- 
day-school pupils  a  treat  of  candy  and  oranges.  Our  missionary 
offering  was  received  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  22.  The  church 
voted  to  have  a  Messenger  club,  so  the  paper  is  being  sent  into 
all  our  resident  family  homes  this  year.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  our  revival  meetings  to  begin  June  15.  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of 
Winamac,  Ind.,  will  be  the  evangelist.  Sickness  has  hindered 
our  Sunday-school  attendance,  but  we  hope  it  will  be  better. — 
Cyntha   E.  Fox,   Redkey,   Ind.,  Feb.   10. 

New  Hope. — On  Dec.  28  our  church  met  in  regular  business 
meeting.  Since  our  last  report  seven  have  been  received  by 
baptism.  In  the  fall  fifty-four  from  our  church  went  to  the 
Sampson  Hill  Sunday  school,  a  distance  of  sixty-five  miles.  This 
was  a  day  of  great  blessing.  We  were  highly  honored  when 
a  group  of  students  from  Bridgewater  College  en  route  to  Mc- 
Pherson  College  stopped  with  us  in  November  and  gave  a  short 
program  in  exchange  for  their  supper  and  night's  lodging.  We 
are  planning  to  remodel  our  church  this  spring  with  the  money 
we  received  from  sale  of  property  to  the  highway  department. 
Our  church  is  located  on  U.  S.  Highway  31,  eight  miles  south  of 
Seymour.  We  have  a  very  active  B.  Y.  P.  D.  with  Mary  Murphy 
as  president.  Our  aid  society  is  very  active.  Bro.  Joseph  Gar- 
rett has  been  with  us  for  over  a  year  as  full-time  pastor.  He 
has  been  giving  us  some  very  good  sermons.  We  have  had  much 
sickness,  and  hope  that  the  attendance  will  increase  when  the 
weather  becomes  settled. — Mrs.  Mary  Ullery,  Crothersville,  Ind., 
Feb.  14. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton,   D.    C,    April    23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,   W.   Va.,   April   16,    17. 

North     Dakota     and     Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,      June 
26-29. 
.  Ohio,     Northwestern — Fostoria, 
March    20. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,   3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — (To  be 
located),   April   30,   May    1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,   April  8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,  April  17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April    16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,  April  18,   19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April  23-25. 


LOVE  FEASTS 
California 
April    18,   Waterford. 

Indiana 

April    10,    Rock    Run. 

Maryland 

April  10,  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 
Ohio 

April  13,   Canton,   Maple  Ave- 
nue. 

Pennsylvania 

April   10,  Mount   Joy. 
April   10,   Waynesboro. 
April    13,    Coventry. 
April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 
April  13,  Windber. 
May   11,   Germantown. 

Virginia 

April  13,  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April   28,    Cloverdale. 


Yellow  Creek. — At  the  regular  council  on  Feb.  7  the  follow- 
ing appointments  and  decisions  were  made:  Helen  Phillips  was 
chosen  junior  project  leader.  Our  harvest  meeting  date  was 
set  for  Aug.  31.  Bro.  J.  W.  Grater  of  South  Bend  has  been  se- 
cured to  assist  us  in  our  pre-Easter  meetings.  At  a  special 
council  meeting  held  in  January,  Bro.  Samuel  Miller  of  Goshen 
was  chosen  to  serve  us  as  pastor.  We  are  grateful  to  have 
Brother  and  Sister  Miller  with  us.  Our  aid  society  has  had  a 
busy  year  under  the  guidance  of  Sister  Loucks,  president.  The 
young  people  held  a  contest  selling  Scripture  text  Christmas 
cards.  They  sold  so  many  that  they  have  decided,  with  official 
permission,  to  use  the  proceeds  to  refinish  the  floors  of  the 
church.  We  appreciate  our  fine  group  of  young  people. — Bessie 
Burns,  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  Feb.  13. 

Iowa 

Muscatine. — Our  congregation  has  been  without  a  regular  pas- 
tor for  several  months,  but  the  pulpit  has  been  ably  supplied 
on  different  occasions  by  the  following  brethren:  U.  J.  Fike, 
Paul  Wingerd,  M.  W.  Eikenberry,  D.  D.  Fleishman,  and  L.  F. 
Church,  a  pastor  of  another  denomination.  Sister  Nettie  Senger 
delivered  a  very  inspiring  address  a  short  time  ago.  Two  Mus- 
catine ministers  have  offered  their  services  to  us,  for  which  we 
are  grateful.  While  we  are  handicapped  in  not  having  a  regu- 
lar leader,  the  interest  in  all  departments  is  on  the  increase.  An 
attendance  contest  held  recently  was  won  by  the  adult  class. 
On  Feb.  12  a  play  in  five  acts,  Lincoln  of  Kaintucky,  written  by 
one  of  our  lay  members,  was  presented  to  a  full  house.  The 
choir  of  the  African  Methodist  church  assisted  in  the  presenta- 
tion. We  have  been  urged  to  repeat  the  play  in  a  larger  church. 
— Mrs.  Irene  Bowman,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Feb.  14. 

Louisiana 

Rosepine. — On  Feb.  1  a  delegation  from  Falfurrias,  Fort  Worth, 
Nocona,  Weatherford  and  Manvel,  Tex.,  from  Jennings,  Roanoke 
and  Iowa,  La.,  met  with  us.  After  Sunday  school  and  church 
we  enjoyed  a  basket  dinner,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  held  a  spe- 
cial district  meeting  at  the  Union  church  in  Rosepine  to  discuss 
our  share  in  financing  camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  It 
was  unanimously  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  brotherhood  in 
this  project.  Brother  and  Sister  W.  E.  Peckover  from  Nocona 
remained  and  held  services  each  evening  the  following  week. 
However,  because  of  inclement  weather,  and  the  absence  of  a 
number  away  at  work,  the  attendance  was  not  large.  The  Peck- 
overs  went  from  here  to  Roanoke,  La.  We  surely  enjoyed  hav- 
ing these  visiting  members  with  us.  Camp  Polk,  a  military 
training  camp,  is  being  built  a  few  miles  northeast  of  us.  We 
understand  that  it  will  remain  a  permanent  camp. — Myrtle  Har- 
riman,  Rosepine,  La.,  Feb.  19. 

Maryland 
Grossnickle. — During  the  evangelistic  services  at  the  Myers- 
ville  church  in  the  fall  a  young  brother  became  an  active  mem- 
ber of  our  church.  The  Sunday  school  exemplified  neighborly 
service  by  purchasing  wood  for  a  sister.  Our  home  department 
still  enjoys  fellowship  visits  with  the  shut-ins.  The  monthly 
visits  to  the  county  jail  are  being  continued.  Our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Bro.  Basil  Grossnickle,  and  other  officers  were 
installed  by  our  elder,  Bro.  C.  M.  Frushour.  The  attendance  and 
the  missionary  offerings  are  encouraging.  Many  of  the  sick 
throughout  the  community  are  recovering.  Three  Sunday-school 
rooms  have  been  installed  in  the  church.  Delegates  represented 
us  at  the  special  district  meeting  held  in  January.  On  Feb.  9 
the  finance  committee  met  to  discuss  possibilities  for  raising 
money  for  the  church  camp.  One  conscientious  objector  has  al- 
ready been  assigned  to  the  Brethren  camp  for  service,  and  a 
goodly  number  have  received  questionnaires.  Christmas  boxes, 
financed  by  the  entire  Sunday  school,  were  prepared  and  de- 
livered by  the  young  people.  A  Christmas  pageant,  Follow  the 
Star,  was  rendered  on  Dec.  29.  On  the  last  night  of  the  year 
we  enjoyed  the  watch  night  service  with  its  inspiring  candle- 
lighting  service.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  from  Frederick  presented  a 
pageant  at  our  church  on  Feb.  16.  We  are  planning  to  give  an 
Easter  pageant  entitled  Blessed  Are  They.  Our  group  has  been 
invited  to  help  entertain  at  the  round  table  which  will  be  held 
at  Myersville. — G.  Pauline   DeLauter,   Smithsburg,   Md.,   Feb.   18. 

Michigan 
Battle  Creek. — On  Dec.  14  at  the  council  church  officers  were 
elected.  Our  annual  missionary  offering,  amounting  to  $66.15, 
was  received  on  Dec.  22.  On  Jan.  25  several  of  our  members  at- 
tended a  special  session  of  district  meeting  held  at  Woodland, 
Mich.  On  Dec.  29  a  young  people's  conference  was  held  at  the 
church.  Several  churches  were  represented.  On  Jan.  19  Bro. 
Harley  Arnett  brought  us  the  message  in  the  morning,  and  Bro. 
Walter  Fisher  preached  in  the  evening.  Our  first  offering  for 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps  was  taken  on  Jan.  26.  The  amount 
was  $61.06.  Sunday-school  workers'  meetings  were  held  during 
the  forum  hour  through  the  month  of  December. — Mrs.  Florence 
Snow,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Feb.  17. 

Minnesota 
Worthington. — On  Feb.  9  we  enjoyed  a  missionary  program,  di- 
rected by  the  chairman  of  that  division,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Edstrom. 
There  was  news  from  the  mission  fields  in  China,  India  and 
Africa,  followed  by  a  talk  on  our  home  mission  budget  by  our 
pastor,    Bro.    Joshua    Schechter.      Special    music    was    furnished 
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by  a  male  quartet  and  by  a  ladies'  quartet.  On  the  morning  of 
Feb.  2  the  services  were  in  charge  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Norris 
Schulz,  president,  presided  and  conducted  the  devotionals  on 
the  theme,  Reverence.  Talks  were  given  by  four  people.  Sev- 
eral special  numbers  of  music  were  furnished  by  a  young  men's 
quartet  and  by  a  young  ladies'  quartet.  Members  of  the  Home 
Builders'  Sunday-school  class  are  inviting  the  men's  and  wom- 
en's Bible  classes  to  be  their  guests  at  a  birthday  party  on  Feb. 
19.  Bro.  Schechter  is  planning  to  attend  the  regional  confer- 
ence at  McPherson  the  latter  part  of  this  month. — Mrs.  H.  H. 
Hauenstein. — Reading,  Minn.,  Feb.   10. 

Nebraska 
Bethel. — Our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Ralph  W.  Johnson,  and  wife 
and  little  daughter  now  occupy  our  parsonage,  and  again  we 
have  preaching  each  Sunday  with  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  pre- 
ceding the  Sunday  evening  sermon.  The  young  married  peo- 
ple's class  has  an  enrollment  of  eight  couples.  At  our  regular 
council  Bro.  Paul  K.  Brandt  of  Holmesville  was  again  chosen 
elder.  Our  fall  communion  and  birthday  Sunday  have  been  ob- 
served. At  Christmas  time  an  offering  was  taken  to  reduce  our 
church  debt.  It  amounted  to  $339.30.  The  women's  work  and 
the  men's  organizations  contributed  to  this  offering.  The  men 
are  again  this  year  farming  160  acres  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church.  We  are  thankful  for  the  moisture  we  have  received  dur- 
ing the  winter.  Two  of  our  faithful  families,  the  Harry  Bridges 
and  the  Leonard  Venells,  have  moved  to  Corvallis,  Oregon.  Our 
offering  for  the  women's  work  project  for  the  support  of  girls' 
schools  in  India,  China  and  Africa  was  taken  Feb.  16.  Our  lo- 
cal women's  group  takes  opportunity  to  earn  money  by  serving 
lunch  at  sales  during  the  winter,  and  ice  cream  socials  in  town  in 
the  summer. — Mrs.  Ora  Horner  Miller,  Shickley,  Nebr.,  Feb.   17. 

Ohio 

Ashland. — On  Jan.  10  one  hundred  twenty-two  members  met 
to  welcome  our  new  minister,  Bro.  J.  C.  Inman,  and  family. 
After  supper  Bro.  W.  L.  Desenberg  conducted  a  brief  devotional 
service.  A  formal  installation  ceremony  was  conducted  by  Bro. 
A.  H.  Miller  of  New  Philadelphia,  representative  of  the  district 
ministerial  board.  At  our  council  meeting  in  January  Bro. 
George  Sheets  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  is  now  going  to  school 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  work  which  he  has  long  felt  called 
to  do.  The  church  decided  that  special  services  be  held  each 
Wednesday  evening  throughout  Lent,  beginning  on  Ash  Wednes- 
day, Feb.  26;  also  that  a  pre-Easter  service  be  held  beginning 
March  30,  and  closing  April  13.  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  was 
elected  presiding  elder  to  serve  until  the  time  of  the  next  elec- 
tion in  July.  On  Jan.  8  our  local  men's  organization  held  a  joint 
fellowship  meeting  and  oyster  supper  with  the  men  from  the 
Brethren  church.  On  Feb.  12  the  women's  work  and  men's 
work  had  a  joint  meeting.  Eighty-five  enjoyed  the  playlets,  We 
Meet  on  Tuesday,  presented  by  the  men,  and  It  Was  a  Lovely 
Meeting,  presented  by  the  women.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday 
school  and  church  is  slowly  increasing. — Dorothy  Mumaw,  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  Feb.   18. 

Gratis. — The  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Azel 
Brubaker,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Henry  Mankey,  are  glad  to  an- 
nounce a  large  gain  in  attendance,  due  to  a  contest  between 
sides  wearing  red  and  blue  buttons.  The  losing  side  will  enter- 
tain the  other  at  a  fellowship  supper.  The  church  recently  re- 
ceived two  members  by  baptism.  A  number  attended  a  special 
district  peace  meeting  at  West  Milton  where  they  heard  Bro. 
Paul  Bowman.  Our  men's  work  is  well  organized,  with  Bro. 
Cyrus  Kiracofe  president.  The  ladies'  aid  holds  its  business 
meeting  once  a  month,  with  Mrs.  Mankey  as  president.  On  the 
last  Saturday  night  of  each  month  Bro.  Walter  Hawke  of  the 
Hamilton  church  shows  religious  pictures.  They  are  enjoyed  by 
all  and  are  well  attended.  The  young  people  of  Southern  Ohio 
presented  a  play.  The  Tinker,  to  a  well-filled  house. — David 
Kalter,   Camden,  Ohio,  Feb.   11. 

Pennsylvania 

Meyersdale. — The  Protestant  churches  of  the  city  are  making 
preparations  for  the  co-operative  Lenten  program  which  will  be 
ushered  in  with  a  fellowship  supper  on  the  evening  of  Ash 
Wednesday.  Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper  will  be  the  guest  speaker  on 
this  occasion.  On  March  2  our  church  will  entertain  the  mem- 
bers of  the  other  churches  at  a  Lenten  rally,  at  which  service 
President  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College  will  speak.  On  March  6 
Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  will  be  the  guest  speaker, 
and  on  March  27,  Rev.  Ernest  V.  May,  a  former  pastor  of  the 
local  Methodist  church.  On  April  3  there  will  be  held  a  food- 
less  banquet  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per  person.  The 
proceeds  will  be  used  for  the  total  work  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 
At  the  union  service  on  Good  Friday  all  places  of  business  will 
be  closed  from  noon  to  three  o'clock.  The  play,  The  Terrible 
Meek,  will  be  presented  on  the  evening  of  April  11.  On  Easter 
morning  there  will  be  a  union  sunrise  service  in  the  Union 
cemetery. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Feb.   19. 

Mount  Joy. — The  missionary  committee  planned  unified 
Christmas  services  during  the  month  of  December.  Classes 
were  held  before  the  worship  service  each  Sunday,  and  espe- 
cially planned  Christmas  programs  followed.  On  the  evening  of 
Dec.  22  the  young  people  and  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Q.  A.  Holsopple,  presented  a  very  beautiful  service  entitled  The 
Christmas  Candle  Lighting.  An  interesting  watch  night  serv- 
ice,  under  the   auspices   of   the   B.   Y.   P.   D.,   was  held   on   New 


Year's  Eve.  The  program  included  two  color  films  taken  by 
Rev.  H.  C.  Baer  of  Mt.  Pleasant.  Some  of  the  scenes  were  local; 
others  were  of  faraway  places.  On  Jan.  21  Rev.  V.  O.  Barnhart 
of  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Church  of  God  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the 
father  and  son  banquet.  The  adults  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  have  com- 
bined their  Sunday  evening  services  and  are  studying  The 
Shifting  Populations  in  America.  At  a  recent  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  try  to  get  the  Messenger  into  one  hundred  per  cent 
of  the  homes  if  possible.  Peace  cups  will  be  used  in  the  homes 
as  a  means  of  raising  money  for  our  church  camps,  and  for 
China  relief.  This  money  will  be  brought  to  the  church  at  the 
end  of  each  month.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of 
Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper  of  the  Morrellville  church,  Johnstown, 
to  conduct  our  evangelistic  meetings,  March  23-30.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  April  10. — Lois  Horner,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
Feb.   14. 

Myerstown. — The  Elizabethtown  College  volunteers  were  with 
us  Nov.  17.  A  group  of  nine  men  from  our  church  attended  the 
men's  work  fellowship  dinner  at  Lititz.  On  Nov.  24  Bro.  David 
Gibble  delivered  a  challenging  welfare  sermon.  Our  Thanks- 
giving sermon  was  delivered  by  Bro.  Jonathan  King;  the  offer- 
ing was  given  to  the  district  mission  board.  The  Sunday  school 
rendered  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  25,  and  the  young  people 
on  Dec.  29.  On  Jan.  26  Bro.  Henry  King  gave  a  very  helpful 
peace  sermon.  On  Feb  2  some  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
young  people's  rally  at  Elizabethtown.  On  Feb.  9  the  young 
people  of  the  Annville  church  rendered  an  inspiring  program  on 
the  theme.  Tithing.  The  ladies  of  the  aid  society  are  busy  quilt- 
ing, and  the  men's  work  group  is  very  active.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  our  evangelistic  services  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  S. 
Clyde  Weaver,  beginning  March  9. — Mrs.  Clarence  Dubble,  My- 
erstown, Pa.,  Feb.  15. 

Virginia 

Barren  Ridge. — The  young  people  gave  an  interesting  Christ- 
mas program  on  Dec.  29.  Another  interesting  and  helpful  pro- 
gram, The  Life  of  the  Christian  in  Song,  was  given  on  Feb.  2. 
Recent  visitors  who  spoke  from  our  pulpit  were  Bro.  B.  J.  Wam- 
pler,  Jr.,  of  Bridgewater  College,  and  Eld.  B.  C.  Cupp  of  the 
Lebanon  congregation.  At  the  quarterly  council  on  Feb.  15 
Brethren  H.  M.  Garber,  W.  L.  Crichenberger  and  N.  W.  Coff- 
man  were  elected  delegates  to  district  conference.  One  query 
was  sent  to  district  conference,  and  Bro.  W.  P.  Coffman  was 
elected  local  promotional  secretary  for  Civilian  Service.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  amounted  to  $73.  Our  quotas  for  district 
and  Annual  Conference  budgets  have  been  raised. — Helen  Coff- 
man, Staunton,  Va.,  Feb.  20. 

Bethesda. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  22  our  young  people  pre- 
sented an  impressive  Christmas  program.  The  work  of  our 
women's  organization  is  progressing  under  the  leadership  of 
Lucy  Richey.  The  organization  was  divided  into  four  groups, 
each  group  serving  a  dinner  during  the  year  at  a  charge  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  plate.  In  addition  to  the  dinners  fifteen 
quilts  have  been  completed.  These  two  types  of  work  have 
enabled  us  to  contribute  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  building 
fund  and  to  other  expenses  of  the  organization.  Progress  on  our 
new  church  building  continues.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  use  it 
within  the  next  few  months. — Ruby  Eller  Foster,  Blue  Ridge, 
Va.,   Feb.    19. 

Bridgewater. — On  Nov.  17  the  young  people  gave  a  peace  play 
entitled  Brothers.  On  Dec.  1  the  colored  children  of  the  town 
gave  a  program  of  song  at  the  young  people's  meeting.  On 
Dec.  6  the  adult  department  of  the  Sunday  school  held  a  com- 
bined social  and  discussion  meeting  on  ways  to  improve  the 
Sunday-school  activities.  We  were  greatly  benefited  by  having 
Dan  West  speak  to  us  on  Dec.  8  on  our  peace  activities  and  to 
challenge  us  in  supporting  the  actions  of  the  church  in  that 
field.  A  program  of  Christmas  songs  and  hymns  was  given  by 
the  choir  on  Dec.  15.  The  annual  Spiritual  Life  Institute  was 
held  Jan.  5-10.  The  main  speakers  of  this  conference  included 
Bro.  Harper  S.  Will,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Garry  C.  Myers,  Bro.  A.  Stauf- 
fer  Curry,  Ida  M.  Shumaker,  Prof.  M.  R.  Wolfe,  Bro.  Raymond 
Peters  and  Dr.  Oscar  F.  Blackwelder.  The  conference  was  well 
attended,  and  much  worth-while  instruction  was  given.  From 
Jan.  12  to  Feb.  2  a  series  of  Sunday  evening  mission  studies  was 
held. — Mrs.   Stuart  Miller,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Feb.   10. 

Cedar  Grove. — The  northern  district  ministerial  meeting  was 
held  at  this  church  on  Nov.  2.  Our  Sunday  school  has  been  well 
attended  this  winter  in  spite  of  much  sickness.  On  Dec.  23  our 
Christmas  program  was  given.  Brother  and  Sister  L.  S.  Miller 
were  with  us  the  same  night  to  give  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the 
Life  of  Christ.  We  have  worked  out  a  new  heating  system  for 
our  classrooms  by  installing  electric  fans  in  the  partitions  to 
force  warm  air  into  the  rooms.  The  rooms  are  now  comfortable. 
On  Jan.  26  the  Shenandoah  County  religious  education  group 
met  at  Cedar  Grove.  In  response  to  a  call  for  donations  of 
Bibles,  our  young  people's  class  was  inspired  to  contribute  sev- 
eral Bibles  for  use  in  the  weekday  schools  of  religious  education. 
Flat  Rock  congregation  met  in  regular  council  at  this  church  on 
Feb.  7.  The  delegates  elected  to  district  meeting  are  Brethren 
David  Good,  Fred  Neff  and  Wilbur  Miller.— Ref a  Wampler,  New 
Market,   Va.,   Feb.    19. 

Manassas. — On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  gave  a  pageant,  Beth- 
lehem Way  in  Pageant  and  Song.  On  Christmas  Day  Bro.  Cas- 
per Driver  delivered  a  very  inspiring  message.  On  Dec.  29  the 
juniors  gave  a  fine  program,  including  Christmas  stories,  poems 
and  a  short  pageant.  Our  Christmas  offering  was  $100.  The 
different  Sunday-school  classes  gave  baskets   of  food   and  other 
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useful  things  to  some  needy  families  in  our  community.  Our 
young  married  people's  class  was  recently  reorganized  with  Bro. 
O.  R.  Hersch  as  teacher.  At  Christmas  we  presented  to  a  mem- 
ber of  our  class  a  washing  machine,  which  was  greatly  needed 
in  the  home.  We  meet  each  month  in  different  homes  for  a 
business  and  social  meeting.  We  hope  to  be  of  greater  service 
to  our  church  and  community.  We  are  enjoying  using  new 
hymnals.  Our  church  council  was  held  on  Jan.  5,  at  which  time 
Bro.  E.  E.  Blough  was  re-elected  elder  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  We  decided  to  secure  Bro.  Hugh  Garner  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary  as  summer  pastor.  In  January  some  of  our  group 
had  the  opportunity  of  attending  the  Spiritual  Life  Conference 
held  at  Bridgewater.  They  brought  us  some  fine  reports.  In 
January  Rev.  E.  J.  Richardson,  superintendent  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  gave  us  a  very  interesting  lecture.  On  Feb.  2  we 
lifted  an  offering  of  $46.14  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
During  the  past  year  we  gave  through  the  jars  on  our  tables 
$68.66  to  the  relief  work.  We  hope  to  continue  to  help  this 
worthy  cause.  A  number  attended  some  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Christian  mission  in  Washington.  We  are  very  happy  to  have  a 
one  hundred  per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  ciub  this  year. — Mrs. 
Orrin  M.  Kline,  Manassas,  Va.,  Feb.  17. 

Salem. — At  our  fall  council  meeting  we  decided  to  elect  a 
minister  in  our  congregation,  and  asked  the  ministerial  board 
to  serve  the  congregation  in  the  election.  On  Dec.  8  Brethren 
Charles  Long  and  Homer  Miller  from  the  Northern  District  were 
present  to  direct  the  official  proceedings.  Brethren  Floyd  Wine 
and  Emmert  Dettra  were  licensed  to  preach.  Both  have  now  be- 
gun active  work  in  the  ministerial  field. — Ollie  Cline,  Stephens 
City,  Va..  Feb.   18. 

Washington 

Seattle. — We  met  in  our  church  dining  room  for  our  regular 
monthly  dinner,  after  which  the  men  held  a  business  meeting 
and  outlined  an  extensive  program  for  church  house  improve- 
ments this  spring.  When  the  ladies  finished  the  kitchen  work 
all  came  together  and  packed  clothing  for  China  relief.  Boxes 
of  used  clothing  are  sent  to  us  from  all  points  in  Washington  and 
Oregon.  These  are  opened  and  repacked  in  shipping  boxes. 
Each  box  is  numbered  and  a  list  is  made  of  each  article  put  in 
the  box.  One  copy  of  the  list  is  put  inside  the  box  and  one  on 
the  outside,  and  one  is  sent  direct  to  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  at 
Shanghai.  The  boxes  are  then  transferred  gratis  by  Bro.  Maust 
to  the  dock  where  he  properly  stencils  them.  Our  ladies  gave 
two  luncheons  in  January  and  are  planning  a  valentine  dinner. 
Proceeds  are  to  be  used  for  women's  work.  A  group  of  our 
people  will  meet  the  Olympia  folk  at  Mt.  Rainier  on  Feb.  22  for 
a  day  of  fun  and  sports. — Minnie  Baker,  Seattle,  Wash.,  Feb.  11. 

Tacoma. — At  our  fall  quarterly  council  Bro.  E.  L.  Whisler  was 
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elected  elder;  Mrs.  Milton  Massey,  Jr.,  Messenger  agent  and 
correspondent;  Mr.  Lammadee,  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Mrs.  Harry  Lammadee  has  been  appointed  director  of  the  peace 
program,  and  Mrs.  Milton  Collison,  young  people's  supervisor. 
The  trustees  had  a  new  sink  and  water  system  installed  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  church.  At  the  December  business  meeting  a  re- 
port was  made  on  the  peace  program;  a  vote  was  taken  to  send  a 
delegate  to  the  midwinter  conference.  Several  families  from 
churches  in  eastern  Washington  are  living  in  Tacoma  at  present 
and  attend  church  here. — Mrs.  Milton  Massey,  Jr.,  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  Jan.  31. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


General  Mission.  Board 
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ATTEND  OUR  BRETHREN 
COLLEGES! 


Our  six  colleges  and  the  seminary 
are  conveniently  located  throughout 
the  entire  brotherhood. 

Strong  curricula  are  offered  in:  Lib- 
eral Arts,  Science,  Teacher  Educa- 
tion, Business  Administration,  Home 
Economics,  Music,  Industrial  Arts, 
Physical  Education  and  Theology. 

Write  to  the  college  in  your  area  for 
catalogs  and  other  literature. 
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NEW  /UB/CRIBERi  ONLY 


We  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome  you  along  with  more 
than  six  thousand  other  new  subscribers  into  our  Gospel  Mes- 
senger family. 

The  family  now  includes  almost  thirty  thousand  other  folk 
who,  like  yourself,  will  be  receiving  the  Gospel  Messenger  each 
week  for  the  next  year.  If  we  can  estimate  that  three  others  be- 
sides the  subscriber  will  read  the  Messenger,  then  we  are  in 
company  with  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  readers.  Quite  a 
company! 

We  want  you  to  feel  at  home  and  offer  suggestions  for  any 
improvement  that  can  be  made  in  the  paper. 

NOW 

Let's  get  acquainted— 

What  book  on  what  subject  have  you  been  wanting  to  buy? 
Write  us — we  can  sell  you  any  book  sold  through  regular  book 
channels  at  publisher's  prices. 

How  about  a  new  Bible?  The  old  one  is  worn  out — leaves 
are  lost,  cover  is  gone.  Do  you  want  another  just  like  it?  We 
are  able  to  get  it  if  that  particular  style  Bible  is  yet  made.  Per- 
haps your  old  Bible  needs  only  rebinding.  We  can  do  that  too. 
Prices  reasonable. 

Speaking  of  Bibles — how  about  a  new  Bible  for  Junior  or 
Jane?  Grandpa's  or  Grandma's  eyes  are  unable  to  read  fine 
print  anymore.    Get  a  new  one  for  them. 

Your  minister,  Sunday-school  teacher,  pupils,  or  class  needs 
new  Bibles — write  us  your  wants. 

Pulpit  Bibles  are  in  demand — buy  one  for  your  church. 

Then  there  are  other  church  and  Sunday-school  supplies, 
magazines,  etc. 

"If  it's  in  print,  we  can  get  it." 

Your  inguiries  are  appreciated  and  given  prompt,  courteous 
attention. 

Write  today. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 


Gospel  Messenger 


TRANSFIGURATION 


An  original  oil  painting  in  the  Nanty  Glo 
church  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Chalmer  C. 
Dilling,  pastor.  The  picture  was  painted  by 
Medford  D.  Neher.  The  artist  endeavors  to 
portray  the  scene  at  the  moment  the  Master 
is  represented  as  saying  that  he  had  come 
to  fulfil  both  the  Law  and  the  prophets. 
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In  the  Oakland  Clothing  Depot.  Here  parcels  of 
clothing  from  the  churches  are  opened  and  repacked 
into  larger  boxes  ready  to  be  shipped  direct  to  Shang- 
hai, China. 

AT  THE  PACIFIC  CLOTHING  DEPOTS 
Oakland,  California — 

"Arrangements  are  now  complete  for  the  shipment  of 
our  second  independent  shipment  of  clothing  from  the 
Oakland  depot,  and  our  third  shipment  from  the  be- 
ginning. The  first  shipment  left  in  conjunction  with  that 
of  the  Friends  of  Berkeley,  Calif.  On  Feb.  7  the  Presi- 
dent Pierce  sailed  with  four  large  wooden  boxes  con- 
taining more  than  fifty-three  cubic  feet  of  clothing.  On 
Feb.  21  the  President  Taft  sailed  and  we  had  two  large 
boxes  on  it,  with  approximately  thirty  cubic  feet.  The 
drayage  to  the  San  Francisco  port  has  been  donated. 
With  all  that  has  come  in,  there  must  still  be  many 
churches  with  clothing  not  yet  sent  in.  Perhaps  if 
they  just  knew  that  we  are  actually  sending  clothing  to 
China  they  would  send  it  to  us." — Clothing  Depot 
Address:  Harry  E.  Pobst,  1917  40th  Ave.,  Oakland, 
Calif. 

Seattle,  Washington — 

"Clothing  is  coming  in  pretty  steadily  now.  Mostly 
it  is  of  good  quality  and  in  good  condition.  There  are 
fourteen  boxes  ready  for  shipment.  Eleven  of  these 
are  ours,  filled  with  more  than  1,700  articles  of  cloth- 
ing. Three  of  the  boxes  were  collected  and  packed  by 
the  Friends.  The  freight  bill  on  the  boxes  was  $31.58. 
The  steamship  company  informed  me  that  they  had  to 
turn  down  other  tonnage  to  take  ours.  They  are  billed 
clear  up  to  May.  However,  I  think  we  can  persuade 
them  to  take  another  shipment  if  enough  clothing  comes 
in  to  warrant  it." — Bernard  H.  Suttle  and  C.  H.  Maust. 
Clothing  Depot  Address:  115  W.  Seventieth  St.,  Seattle, 
Wash. 


La  Verne,  California — 

"This  makes  a  total  of  160  cubic  feet  that  we  have 
shipped  from  the  Los  Angeles  area.  Another  twenty 
feet  is  packed  and  ready,  but  we  may  not  be  able  to 
ship  it  for  some  time  as  the  steamship  company  tells 
me  that  there  is  no  space  available  until  March  17.  The 
Friends  of  Pasadena  have  some  space  reserved  on  a 
boat  sailing  in  the  next  few  days.  It  is  just  possible 
that  they  can  include  our  next  box  in  their  consignment. 
It  contains  a  good  deal  of  warm  clothing  which  would 
do  a  lot  of  good  if  shipped  now." — Lorell  Weiss,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 

CONTINUOUS    CALL    FOR    CLOTHING    FOR    RELIEF 

By  Anetta  C.  Mow 
To  Churches  East  of  the  Rockies 

Still  there  is  need  for  relief  clothing.  This  need  will 
doubtless  continue  for  many  months.  The  call  for  cloth- 
ing is  continuous.  The  churches  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  are  asked  to  send  their  parcels  of  clothing  to 
their  nearest  College  Clothing  Storeroom.  This  rule 
holds  for  all  our  colleges  except  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
Since  Elizabethtown  is  near  Philadelphia,  the  clothing 
from  that  area  should  be  sent  direct  to  the  American 
Friends  Service  Storeroom,  1515  Cherry  St.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  Even  churches  in  other  college  areas  some- 
times find  it  as  cheap  or  cheaper  to  ship  direct  to  Phil- 
adelphia.    When  this  is  the  case,  it  should  be  done. 

Again  attention  is  called  to  the  type  of  clothing  sent 
in.  Every  article  should  be  clean  and  in  serviceable 
condition.  Clothing  for  all  sizes  and  for  all  age  groups 
and  for  both  sexes  is  needed.  Also  the  clothing  may 
be  heavy  for  cold  weather  and  of  lighter  ■weight  for 
warm  weather.  Let  all  garments  be  practical  and  con- 
tain enough  wear  that  it  pays  to  send  them. 

To  Churches  on  the  Pacific  Coast 

Even  though  it  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  regular  ship- 
ping privileges  to  Shanghai,  China,  the  churches  on  the 
western  coast  are  asked  to  continue  to  send  their  par- 
cels of  clothing  to  the  three  Clothing  Depots  at: 

115  W.  Seventieth  St.,  Seattle,  Washington,  %  C.  H. 
Maust. 

La  Verne,  California,  %  Lorell  Weiss. 

1917  Fortieth  Ave.,  Oakland,  Calif.,  %  Harry  E. 
Pobst. 

Please  send  practical  and  serviceable  clothing. 
Churches  should  not  place  too  high  a  valuation  upon 
the  clothing.  Many  times  freight  rates  are  determined 
by  the  valuation  placed  upon  the  contents  of  a  pack- 
age. No  local  church  should  forget  that  every  piece 
of  clothing  should  be  clean  and  well  mended.  Both 
heavy  weight  and  light  weight  clothing  may  be  sent  to 
China,  for  the  climate  is  both  cold  and  moderate  ac- 
cording to  the  seasons.  The  spring  months  in  Shanghai 
begin  about  April  and  warmer  weather  will  continue 
until  about  October.  Light  weight  clothing  should  nev- 
er be  flimsy  or  extremely  thin. 

If  the  Master  should  speak  today,  he  would  say  to  the 
churches  giving  so  gladly  and  wholeheartedly ,  "Verily 
I  say  unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one 
of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me." 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
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EDITORIA  L 


Our  War  of  Ideas 

We  have  just  seen  the  thought-provoking  re- 
minder that  the  great  war  now  in  progress  is  a 
war  of  ideas  no  less  than  a  war  of  machines.  Be- 
fore the  fighting  began  there  was  the  studied  cam- 
paign to  make  over  the  thought  life  of  a  great  peo- 
ple— "a  mystic  faith  in  race  and  soil,  absolute 
obedience  to  the  fuehrer,  trust  in  the  power  of 
arms,  and  a  readiness  to  sacrifice  everything  to 
make  a  mighty  nation."  And  now  as  the  war  goes 
on,  propaganda  and  diplomacy  are  still  powerful 
weapons. 

How  pre-eminently  true  this  is  in  "our  war- 
fare." We  use  no  instruments  of  physical  com- 
pulsion at  all.  We  depend  on  the  power  of  right 
ideas  to  find  hearts  in  which  they  can  take  root 
and  grow.  Our  need  is  faith  that  they  will  do  this 
and  a  determined  purpose  to  fight  it  out  on  this 
line,  regardless  of  how  many  summers  and  win- 
ters it  may  take.  Our  weapons  are  "mighty 
through  God."  Ideas  make  a  better  battering  ram 
than  armored  tanks.  What  they  accomplish  is 
more  difficult  and  more  worth  doing.  e.  f. 

Preaching  Can  Be  Made  Easier 

In  summing  up  fifty  years  of  experience  a  cer- 
tain thoughtful  minister  was  emphatic  on  the 
point  of  care  in  receiving  new  members  into  the 
church.  Said  he:  "It  has  been  my  experience 
that  it  is  easier  to  keep  things  .  .  .  out  of  the 
church  in  the  beginning,  than  to  let  them  grow, 
and  then  preach  and  talk  against  them.  My 
theory  has  been  that  if  we  keep  such  evils  out  of 
the  church  our  job  of  preaching  will  be  easier." 

Come  to  think  of  it,  what  is  more  simple  and 
logical  than  this  bit  of  advice!  It  is  a  special  ap- 
plication of  the  ancient  adage  to  the  effect  that  an 
ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure. 
Preachers  can  make  preaching  easier  if  they  will 


make  wider  use  of  the  principle  of  stoppage  at 
source.  It  will  help  also  if  those  who  hear  the 
Word  do  their  best  to  translate  good  sermons  into 
Christian  living.  h.  a.  b. 

The  Ides  of  March 

From  the  day  we  found  out  what  they  did  to 
Julius  Csesar,  any  reference  to  the  Ides  of  March 
has  sent  shivers  up  and  down  our  spine.  March 
winds  can  do  that  of  course  but  this  experience 
seems  to  have  a  less  rational  basis.  The  idea  of 
disaster  became  so  closely  identified  with  the 
phrase  that  a  mere  mention  of  it  is  enough  to  ex- 
cite forebodings  of  dire  things  to  come. 

All  that  we  have  been  hearing  about  the  new 
and  more  terrible  blitzkrieg  likely  to  break  at  any 
moment  has  not  helped  matters  any  this  time,  as 
you  can  well  imagine.  Add  to  this  the  coincidence 
that  the  date  of  this  week's  Messenger  hits  the 
aforesaid  Ides  squarely  in  the  eye  and — well,  it's 
just  too  much.  Our  nerves  can  stand  no  more. 
We  must  do  something  about  it. 

What  is  your  method  of  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lem of  the  uncertain  future,  especially  when  great 
expectations  are  involved,  and  still  more  especial- 
ly when  these  expectations  are  made  up  of  both 
fears  and  hopes?  Have  you  settled  on  a  program, 
or  at  least  a  basic  principle  of  action?  Do  you 
quit  work,  sit  down  and  wait  for  whatever  may 
turn  up?  Do  you  wear  a  frightened  look,  or  do 
you  go  about  singing,  with  your  face  if  not  with 
your  voice? 

Looking  into  the  annals  of  the  past  we  came  up- 
on several  situations  much  like  our  own.  In  one 
of  these  the  people  were  quite  agitated  over  a  re- 
port that  the  end  of  the  age  and  the  reappearance 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  flesh  was  at  hand.  Some 
abandoned  their  daily  occupations  and  just  waited 
in  idleness.    Some  went  about  stirring  up  the  peo- 
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pie  with  exciting  tales,  one  such  to  the  effect  that 
antichrist  was  coming.  A  very  wise  and  faithful 
servant  of  his  Lord  poured  healing  oil  on  the  trou- 
bled waters.  He  asked  everybody  to  be  quiet,  at- 
tend to  business  as  usual,  and  even  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that  those  who  refused  to  work  should  not 
be  allowed  to  eat.  If  anyone  would  not  fall  in 
line,  he  should  be  ostracized  (1  Thess.  4:  11;  2 
Thess.  3:  6-15). 

At  another  time  still  farther  back,  when  the 
country  was  threatened  with  invasion  the  heart  of 
the  king  got  to  trembling  so  that  the  heart  of  his 
people  trembled  too  as  the  trees  of  the  forest 
tremble  with  the  wind.  At  this  juncture  a  great 
statesman  appeared  on  the  scene  and  took  the 
king  to  task  rather  severely  for  getting  scared  at 
two  tails  of  smoking  firebrands.  They  would  get 
what  was  coming  to  them  in  less  than  two  gen- 
erations anyway.  "Be  quiet,  fear  not,  neither  let 
thy  heart  be  faint,"  calmly  advised  this  far-seeing 
counselor.  The  king  and  his  people  needed  pa- 
tience and  faith   (Isa.  7:  1-9). 

All  this  and  more  like  it  which  might  be  cited 
is  wonderfully  reassuring.  It  settles  this  Ides  of 
March  business  for  us.  We  are  going  to  do  some- 
thing about  it.  For  one  thing  we  are  going  to 
quit  worrying  about  Caesar  and  all  his  modern 
counterparts.  For  the  other  more  important 
thing  we  are  going  right  on  calmly  trusting  our 
Lord  and  working  for  him  with  all  our  might, 
knowing  that  he  will  be  with  us  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world. 

Will  you  join  us?  Let's  all  be  persuaded  that 
neither  the  Ides  of  March  nor  things  present  nor 
things  to  come  nor  any  other  creature  can  sepa- 
rate us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord,  nor  from  wholehearted  devotion 
to  him  and  to  the  work  he  gave  us,  until  he  says 
it  is  enough.  E.  f. 

Decline  of  the  Geographic  Factor 

Those  who  make  much  of  the  geographic  factor 
insist  that  "man  can  no  more  be  scientifically 
studied  apart  from  the  ground  he  tills,  or  the 
land  over  which  he  travels,  or  the  seas  over  which 
he  trades,  than  the  polar  bear  or  desert  cactus  can 
be  understood  apart  from  its  habitat." 

To  this  we  agree — except  that  the  time  was 
when  it  was  more  true  than  today.  Mountains 
and  deserts  are  still  important  as  geographic  fac- 
tors, but  they  are  losing  their  power  as  determin- 
ants of  race,  language,  customs  and  institutions. 
Today  man  mounts  up  as  with  the  wings  of  an 
eagle  to  soar  over  tropical  jungle  and  polar  waste. 
Most  amazing  of  all,  he  can  hurl  his  voice  around 


the  world  until  his  fellows  sitting  in  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth  may  hear  what  is  being  said. 

The  annihilation  of  space  and  time  has  made 
the  world  one  neighborhood.  The  passing  of  those 
barriers  which  have  kept  men  apart,  and  thus  pre- 
vented many  quarrels,  has  had  the  immediate  ef- 
fect of  increasing  conflict.  The  nations  have  found 
themselves  in  one  little  backyard  world,  and  be- 
fore they  could  develop  techniques  for  getting  on 
with  each  other  under  such  intimate  conditions. 

Unfortunately  the  first  stage  in  the  necessary 
adjustment  seems  to  be  a  struggle  for  living 
room.  And  yet,  this  response  is  really  a  rever- 
sion— a  throwback  from  the  standpoint  of  social 
organization.  The  permanent  solution  cannot  lie 
in  the  direction  of  clearing  out  other  nations  in 
order  to  provide  space  for  a  favored  few.  It  lies, 
rather,  in  the  direction  of  the  techniques  making 
it  possible  for  men  to  live  together. 

This  will  become  more  and  more  apparent  as 
nations  recover  from  the  first  shock  of  the  irri- 
tations incident  to  proximity.  There  is  room  for 
all — Malthus  notwithstanding.  If  subdued  for  the 
uses  of  man,  it  is  clear  that  either  the  Congo 
or  the  Amazon  basin  could  furnish  the  world  with 
a  more  abundant  material  life  than  it  now  enjoys. 
This  would  leave  the  rest  of  the  world  for  such  in- 
crease in  population  as  might  result  until  a  new 
balance  could  be  established. 

The  decline  in  importance  of  the  geographic 
factors  was  inevitable.  They  stood  in  the  way  of 
God's  greater  economy.  It  was  time  that  they 
should  go.  For  differentiation  had  been  carried 
to  such  an  extreme  that  the  social  reactions  are 
world-shaking,  now  that  everything  is  thrown  in- 
to the  pot  for  retesting.  But  vindication  and  equi- 
librium will  come — and  with  them  a  better  day. 

H.   A.   B. 

For  an  Arsenal  of  Democracy 

"Wisdom  is  better  than  weapons  of  war"  but 
what  can  you  do  when  misguided  patriots  identify 
the  two?  With  becoming  humility  you  can  be 
secretly  glad  that  you  know  the  difference  be- 
tween them  and  you  can  wait,  with  as  much 
patience  as  you  can  command,  until  reason  re- 
places war  hysteria.  It  will  come  back  in  due 
time. 

Meanwhile  faith  has  her  great  opportunity,  faith 
in  the  superior  might  of  sympathy  and  love.  Let 
all  who  are  sure  that  this  is  true  show  their  faith 
by  their  works  of  mercy  and  sacrifice.  This  is  the 
better  way  to  build  an  "arsenal  of  democracy" 
that  will  promise  real  security  for  the  generations 
to  come  after  us.  e.  f. 
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Shall  the  Church  Expand  or  Perish? 

BY  CHESTER  N.  BAIRD 

We  are  living  in  an  age  when  vast  corporations 
are  in  deadly  competition  with  one  another.  Aban- 
doned factories  all  over  America  attest  to  the  fact 
that  less  progressive  industrial  enterprises  have 
perished.  On  the  other  hand,  certain  industries 
have  refused  to  go  backward.  They  had  the  fore- 
sight and  courage  to  branch  out  into  a  much  wider 
field  of  endeavor.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the 
old  village  blacksmith  shop  that  has  been  turned 
into  the  town's  leading  garage,  and  the  corner 
drugstore  that  has  added  a  soda  fountain  and  a 
restaurant.  We  have  heard  of  the  great  array  of 
products  now  produced  by  the  Dupont  factories. 
During  the  World  War  they  had  an  immense  gun- 
powder business  from  which  they  made  a  fortune. 
When  the  great  demand  for  their  product  ceased, 
they  turned  to  other  fields.  They  had  the  courage 
to  spend  vast  sums  for  research,  and  when  impor- 
tant products  were  discovered,  they  spent  millions 
to  launch  them  on  the  American  market.  As  the 
result,  their  factories  dot  the  land  and  are  pro- 
ducing a  much  larger  fortune  than  World  War 
armaments  ever  did. 

The  church  also  is  meeting  with  deadly  com- 
petition in  this  age.  Communists  have  abolished 
her;  fascists  have  silenced  her;  and  millions  are 
ignoring  her.  Totalitarian  states  are  on  the  in- 
crease; church  attendance  is  on  the  decrease.  All 
this  leads  people  to  ask — 

"Is  the  Church  in  Danger  of  Perishing?" 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  large  numbers  drop  out 
of  the  ranks  of  America's  Sunday  schools  and 
churches,  that  one  half  the  population  does  not 
attend,  and  few  of  those  who  do  attend  are  seri- 
ously interested  in  Bible  study  or  worship,  it  is 
.my  contention  that  the  church  is  successful  in  her 
field  of  endeavor.  Great  things  have  been  done 
for  that  group  who  loyally  attend  her  services. 
Never  before  in  the  church's  history  has  there 
been  as  great  a  number  of  born-again  Christians, 
or  even  a  fraction  of  the  number  of  trained  lead- 
ers whose  talent  is  available  for  service.  Thus, 
the  church  is  in  about  the  same  position  as  were 
the  Duponts  at  the  end  of  the  World  War.  She 
has  the  resources  and  leadership,  but  lacks  a 
growing  demand  for  her  goods.  Church  leaders 
have  been  trying  hard  to  increase  the  membership 
and  attendance,  but  they  have  been  meeting  with 
little  success.  The  old  methods  have  reached 
about  all  they  can  reach,  while  millions  of  people 
iiave  not  been  touched.    The  Master  was  not  sat- 


isfied with  ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred.  Are 
there  some  entirely  new  methods  we  can  use  to 
get  results?  Can  we  find  a  way  to  use  our  avail- 
able talent  and  leadership,  and  at  the  same  time 
that  we  reach  the  nonchurch  population  also  in- 
crease enthusiasm  and  worship  among  our  church 
members?  Jesus  reached  men  by  rendering 
needed  service  to  them,  service  they  welcomed. 
They  flocked  to  him  to  have  their  bodies  healed. 
Half  the  people  today  are  not  flocking  to  church 
and  Sunday  school.  The  church  must  set  her  tal- 
ent to  work  serving  mankind. 
The  Sunday  School  and  Y.  P.  D.  Were  New  Methods 
With  the  coming  of  more  widespread  public 
school  education,  the  church  began  to  decline  as 
the  educational  center  of  the  community.  Amidst 
much  opposition  the  Sunday  school  became  a  part 
of  each  local  church,  laymen  and  women  were 
called  upon  to  teach,  and  later  young  people  were 
allowed  to  organize  to  help  train  themselves  for 
leadership.  The  Sunday  school  has  been  the 
greatest  aid  to  building  church  membership  in  the 
past  century.  The  church  needs  some  new  de- 
partment that  will  enable  her  to  reach  those  whom 
the  existing  agencies  cannot  touch. 

Our  Missions  Grow  Faster  Than  the  Home  Churches 

Great  evangelistic  movements  have  always  de- 
pended upon  a  prepared  field.  The  Jews  prepared 
the  way  for  Christianity.  The  Church  of  England 
prepared  the  way  for  Methodism.  If  missions  are 
to  succeed  in  any  heathen  country,  the  mission- 
aries have  to  prepare  the  field.  They  cannot  suc- 
ceed if  they  do  nothing  but  preach  Christianity. 
They  have  to  demonstrate  what  Christianity  will 
do  for  them  before  very  many  are  willing  to  lis- 
ten. So,  they  heal  their  bodies,  teach  them  how 
to  earn  a  better  living,  how  to  use  the  methods  of 
Western  civilization,  and  by  the  example  of  their 
own  lives  they  teach  them  how  a  Christian  lives. 
Those  who  come  to  our  mission  stations  seek  tem- 
poral things,  but  many  become  Christians.  Why? 
They  have  been  led  into  pleasant  contacts  with 
Christian  workers.  The  missionary  had  first  to 
win  their  friendship  before  the  way  was  open  to 
get  them  to  listen  to  the  message  he  had.  More- 
over, this  is  just  good  sales  psychology.  Meet  peo- 
ple who  need  your  product.  First  sell  yourself, 
then  your  firm,  and  finally  your  product. 

Mission  Methods  Applied  to  America 

If  we  are  to  judge  by  Sunday-school  and  church 

attendance,  more  than  half  of  the  people  of  the 

United  States  have  no  interest  in  coming  to  hear 

the  message  of  Christianity,  no  matter  how  attrac- 
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tive  that  message  is  made.  They  are  not  a  bit  differ- 
ent from  the  people  in  heathen  countries.  Why 
not  copy  the  methods  of  our  missionaries?  We 
can't  use  the  same  agencies,  for  schools  and  hos- 
pitals and  orphanages  have  been  secularized.  We 
can  provide  other  types  of  service  that  will  bring 
people  into  friendly  contacts  with  our  Christian 
workers.  Individual  churches,  or  groups  of 
churches  where  possible,  should  sponsor  such 
things  as  recreational  activities,  the  teaching  of 
hobbies,  and  vocational  training.  You  may  have 
to  make  a  very  small  beginning,  depending  upon 
the  enthusiasm  you  can  arouse,  the  leadership 
and  the  finances  available.  Find  out  what  will 
interest  the  nonchurch  population.  Use  as  many 
interests  as  are  needed  to  keep  every  non-Chris- 
tian in  friendly  contact  with  a  Christian  leader 
and  a  number  of  friendly  Christians  his  own  age. 
These  projects  will  create  good  environment,  build 
good  character,  and  foster  a  friendly  feeling  for 
the  church,  if  they  are  properly  supervised.  There 
will  be  a  continual  demand  for  new  workers,  and 
many  a  man  and  woman  who  is  not  now  attend- 
ing church  will  be  aroused  by  these  projects  to  an 
interest  in  building  character  in  men  and  women. 
They  will  unite  with  the  church  when  they  dis- 
cover that  the  church  has  a  place  where  they  can 
enjoy  serving  with  their  own  special  talents.  A 
church  with  everybody  working  and  striving  to 
get  others  to  live  according  to  Christian  standards 
is  sure  to  be  a  growing  church.  An  enthusiastic 
growing  church  can  easily  finance  an  expansion 
program.  Will  you  make  a  start  in  your  church? 
Bedford,  Pa. 


Apology  for  the  Brethren? 

BY   ROY    WHITE 

The  washing  of  feet  in  this  day  is  a  very  peculiar 
practice  indeed.  No  doubt  it  taught  a  lesson  to 
Jesus'  apostles  which  they  needed,  but  why  do 
Brethren  people  still  cling  to  this  ancient  practice? 

Unquestionably  Jesus  performed  this  service 
to  his  apostles.  He  told  them  that  they  should 
follow  his  example.  He  commanded  them  to  make 
disciples  among  all  nations  and  teach  them  to  fol- 
low the  same  practices.  Almost  every  Christian 
group  in  the  world  agrees  upon  what  Jesus  did 
and  what  he  taught  on  this  subject;  therefore,  the 
only  question  which  a  Christian  faces  today  is 
whether  or  not  he  chooses  to  be  obedient.  If  a 
Christian  is  obedient  in  all  else,  what  a  shame  to 
spoil  an  otherwise  beautiful  record.  Surely  what- 
ever defense  may  be  needed  in  this  situation  is 
not  needed  by  the  stand  of  the  Brethren.  Obe- 
dience does  not  call  for  defense. 

Chicago,  III. 


On  the  Road  to  Jericho 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 
Given  to  a  Young  People's  Group 

In  Three  Parts — Part  Two 

Next  let  us  question  ourselves  concerning  more 
of  the  things  that  endanger  our  Christian  life  and 
testimony. 

Christ  says  that  we  are  to  be  lights  in  the  world. 
At  best,  no  doubt,  our  light  is  not  as  clear  and 
strong  as  it  should  be  so  that  others  do  not  stum- 
ble in  the  darkness  of  this  world.  But  how  about 
those  who  cloud  it  with  smoke?  Smoke  never  yet 
gave  light.  At  times  and  places  it  becomes  dense 
enough  to  obscure  the  sun.  Hence  the  sorrow  of 
seeing  it  emanate  from  the  lips  of  professing 
Christians,  whether  old  or  young,  or  saddest  of  all 
— women.  Truly,  Christians  should  both  literally 
and  figuratively  keep  clear  the  atmosphere  around 
them. 

Another  question  is — am  I  honest,  am  I  depend- 
able, am  I  truthful?  These  three  points  of  char- 
acter are  much  interwoven.  Failure  in  one  is 
likely  to  involve  failure  in  all  three.  The  Breth- 
ren had  a  fine  reputation  along  these  lines  that 
young  folks  should  maintain  and  help  perpetuate. 

Lack  of  keeping  one's  word  seems  to  be  a  com- 
mon failing.  Folks  give  their  word  lightly  and 
make  promises  with  seemingly  little  thought  of 
keeping  them,  especially  in  the  everyday  contacts 
of  life.  A  good  motto  is  Jer.  1:12:  "For  I  watch 
over  my  word  to  perform  it"  (R.  V.). 

As  to  being  dependable,  a  good  thing  to  ask 
myself  is  the  question  about  what  my  friends,  or 
those  with  whom  I  deal,  say  of  me  in  this  respect. 
Would  it  be  a  testimony  to  the  reality  of  my 
Christian  profession? 

And  may  we  ever  remember  that  being  honest 
is  not  confined  to  money  matters.  It  is  possible  to 
cheat  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Do  I  keep  the  Lord's  name  holy?  We  pray, 
"Hallowed  be  thy  name."  It  should  help  us  just 
to  consider  who  God  is  and  the  greatness  of  his 
name.    The  word  bans  even  the  oath  by  law. 

Do  I  keep  the  Lord's  day  Christian?  This  is  a 
real  test  that  we  meet.  Let  us  look  at  it  from  this 
angle — who  gave  us  this  day?  Why,  God  gave  it. 
But  the  world  is  trying  to  take  it.  And  if  Chris- 
tians do  not  keep  it,  the  world  surely  will  not.  At 
times  there  is  much  discussion  about  lawmakers 
repealing  the  laws  of  observance  for  this  day.  But 
consider  that  no  lawmaking  body  can  repeal 
what  God  has  decreed.  There  can  be  no  repeal 
for  Christians. 

Did  you  ever  try  to  think  what  life  would  be 
like  without  this  break  in  our  daily  toil?    Would 
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man  ever  have  had  mercy  enough  to  have  given 
it?  Hence  even  gratitude  to  God  should  cause 
us  to  use  it  only  for  our  spiritual  strengthening. 
The  Sunday  newspaper,  sports,  amusement  places 
or  commercial  activity  will  not  help  us  in  this  re- 
spect. 

The  plea  for  the  open  Sunday — like  all  of  Sat- 
an's suggestions — is  most  deceiving.  The  plea  is 
that  the  working  man  should  be  allowed  recrea- 
tion. But  practically  everything  along  this  line 
means  that  the  working  man  is  required  to  work 
when  he  otherwise  would  not  have  to  do  so,  from 
golf  caddies  to  amusement  place  employees. 

The  effect  is  far-reaching.  A  Christian  man 
who  worked  in  a  garage  where  trucks  were  serv- 
iced was  never  asked  to  work  on  Sunday  until 
the  motion  picture  places  were  allowed  open  in 
the  state.  The  trucks  had  to  be  kept  in  condition 
to  haul  the  things  used.  But  he  refused  to  have 
part  in  it  and  lost  his  job — where  jobs  were  hard- 
ly possible  to  find. 

Are  our  convictions  strong  enough  to  cause  us 
to  sacrifice  the  upholding  of  the  goodness  of  God 
to  man  in  giving  us  this  rest  day? 

What  do  I  read?  What  do  I  like  to  read?  Are 
papers,  wherein  the  sin  that  men  fall  into  is  the 
chief  theme,  your  main  reading  diet?  How  about 
confession,  movie  or  so-called  art  magazines? 
Such  literature  is  much  displayed  on  newsstands. 
You  wouldn't  put  garbage  or  sewerage  in  your 
stomach — not  if  you  knew  it.  How  much  more 
serious  to  put  it  in  our  mind! 

There  is  so  much  good  and  worth  in  reading 
matter  available — in  fact  more  than  any  one  per- 
son could  cover — that  there  is  no  excuse  except 
choice  for  partaking  of  the  other  kind.  What  you 
store  in  your  mind  during  youth  will  have  an  in- 
fluence through  life.  If  in  doubt,  ask  if  it  is  clean 
and  wholesome.  Does  it  make  light  of  God's 
Word  or  the  sanctities  of  life? 

How  about  patronizing  places  where  drink  is 
sold?  These  are  so  numerous  that  it  requires  con- 
stant watchfulness  not  to  do  so.     But  if  we  who 


In  the  Emperor's  Garden 

BY  ORA  W.  GARBER 

In  ancient  Rome  some  followers  of  Christ 

Who  chanced  imperial  censure  to  incur 

Were  bound  to  stakes  and  slowly  burned  to  death 

To  light  the  garden  of  the  emperor. 

Blind  fool!     He  could  not  know  those  cruel  flames 
Which  round  the  bodies  of  his  victims  curled 
Were  lighting  not  alone  his  garden  paths 
But  all  the  world. 


claim  to  believe  the  Word  of  God  that  intoxicat- 
ing drink  destroys  the  soul  as  well  as  the  body  do 
not  maintain  a  witness  in  this  respect  and  support 
only  the  dry  places,  who  else  will  do  so?  I  have 
had  a  number  of  interesting  experiences  along 
this  line  and  know  what  it  means  to  hold  to  such 
a  standard.  But  surely  the  Christian  cannot  do 
less.  There  is  no  dry  law  repeal  for  him. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Elgin,  III. 


"To  Be  Content  With  What  You  Have  Is 
the  Greatest  Heritage" 

BY  W.  I.  T.  HOOVER 

The  above  sentence  is  one  of  twenty-five  sparks 
from  the  editor's  anvil  in  a  prominent  magazine. 
But  does  the  reader  agree?  If  this  were  inter- 
preted literally,  and  accepted  as  a  fact,  and  strict- 
ly obeyed,  would  it  not  block  all  progress?  It 
would  most  certainly  conserve  the  traditions  and 
customs  of  our  fathers  and  prevent  any  change  in 
them.  Try  to  conceive  our  status  if  the  multi- 
tudinous changes  that  are  daily  occurring  in  our 
midst  should  suddenly  cease! 

Probably  most  of  the  readers  of  the  list  of 
"sparks"  would  understand  what  the  editor  meant 
by  the  statement,  but  it  would  have  to  be  deter- 
mined: (1)  by  the  general  purpose,  polity,  and 
spirit  of  the  magazine;  (2)  by  the  general  mental 
habits  of  the  editor  which  would  have  to  be 
guessed  at  by  an  entire  stranger  like  myself;  (3) 
by  the  individual  style  of  the  editor  which  may 
be  rather  odd  or  peculiar  to  him;  (4)  by  the  gen- 
eral contents  of  the  particular  issue  of  the  maga- 
zine which  may  in  large  part  condition  the  nature 
and  spirit  of  the  "sparks";  (5)  by  a  special  kind  of 
moralizing  or  preaching  one  may  have  been  sub- 
jected to;<(6)  or  by  some  other  reason  that  may 
occur  to  the  reader  of  these  lines. 

Figurative  and  derived  meanings  are  common 
to  familiar  words  grouped  in  sentential  forms. 
There  may  be  a  sun-clear  and  unequivocal  mean- 
ing gotten  by  a  reader  of  a  sentence,  or  a  series  of 
sentences,  but  wholly  different  from  what  was  in- 
tended by  the  writer. 

When  the  writer  was  a  young  man  in  college  on 
one  occasion  he  listened  to  a  sermon  which  to  him 
had  but  little  value.  After  the  sermon  the  preach- 
er and  the  writer  happened  to  get  into  the  same 
home  for  the  Sunday  dinner.  Of  course  the 
preacher  was  anxious  to  know  how  his  sermon 
was  received.  The  young  man  was  entirely  too 
frank  in  expressing  himself.  The  preacher's  re- 
ply was,  "What,  did  I  get  the  fodder  too  high?" 
It  was  not  a  case  of  getting  too  high  what  he  said 
but  the  fact  that  it  was  mere  fodder. 
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Oftentimes  misconceptions  are  due  to  the  ig- 
norance or  a  too  undeveloped  mental  acumen  of 
the  reader  or  hearer.  This  greatly  increases  the 
difficulty  of  being  correctly  understood.  By  way 
of  illustration:  A  father  was  greatly  concerned 
about  the  kind  of  teaching  his  little  son  was  get- 
ting. So  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate  his  ideas 
about  method,  etc.  So  he  called  his  little  son  to 
him  and  began  to  say,  "A  long,  long  time  ago  Je- 
sus was  born  in  a  stable  and  wise  men  brought 
him  gold,  frankincense  and  myrrh."  The  little 
son  asked,  "What  is  a  stable?"  "A  stable,  my 
son,  is  like  Uncle  John's  garage,  only  they  keep 
horses  and  cattle  in  a  stable."  "What  is  gold?" 
"Gold  is  metal,  jewelry."  "What  is  frankincense?" 
"Why,  that  is  perfume." 

The  next  day  the  father  questioned  the  boy  in 
order  to  prove  the  success  of  the  kind  of  stories 
to  tell  little  children  and  the  simple  method  to  be 
used  in  telling  them.  To  his  astonishment  the 
little  son  replied,  "A  long,  long  time  ago  Jesus 
was  born  in  Uncle  John's  garage  and  wise  men 
brought  him  jewelry,  perfume  and  a  mirror." 

This  illustrates  the  fact  that  we  always  inter- 
pret a  new  fact  or  experience  through  the  old  or 
familiar  experience.  If  the  apperceiving  centers 
like  these  of  this  little  child  are  very  poor,  the 
new  experience  is  likely  to  be  incorrectly  inter- 
preted. The  reader  likely  remembers  the  case  of 
the  blind  men  who  went  to  "see"  the  elephant. 
One  bumped  into  its  leg  and  likened  it  to  a  post; 
another,  its  side  and  thought  it  like  a  wall;  still 
another  felt  its  ear  and  thought  it  like  a  fan;  an- 
other got  hold  of  its  proboscis  and  believed  it  like 
a  big  rope. 

Would  you  have  the  little  child  referred  to 
above  to  be  content  with  what  he  had?  Even  if 
you  would  so  desire,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
keep  a  child  thus.  But  you  do  find  children  a  lit- 
tle older  objecting  to  going  to  school  because  they 
are  content  with  their  school-learning.  Many 
adults  are  content  to  go  through  life  shiftless, 
careless,  indifferent.  This  is  a  magnificent  (?) 
ideal  of  nothing.  It  is  being  "content  with  what 
you  have."    Is  this  "the  greatest  heritage"? 

But  our  subject  illustrates  a  still  further  and 
more  important  point.  It  is  this:  Many  times 
people  arrive  at  the  meaning  of  some  sentence  or 
more  by  consulting  the  dictionary  on  the  meaning 
.  of  certain  terms.  Now  a  dictionary  is  very  val- 
uable, but  it  is  intended  to  mirror  only  the  various 
meanings  given  to  words  by  our  best  writers. 
Many  ludicrous  cases  come  to  light  like  this  one: 
Two  women  were  talking  over  their  backyard 
fence  when  one  remarked,  "You  have  a  model  hus- 
band."    The  neighbor  thought  it  was  perhaps  a 


compliment  till  she  looked  into  the  dictionary  for 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "model,"  which  said,  "It 
is  a  small  object  imitating  the  real  thing."  Need- 
less to  say  neighborly  friendship  ceased  at  once  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  woman  who  intended  the 
highest  compliment. 

Occasionally  one  comes  across  a  diatribe  against 
some  scientific  theory  which  is  not  acceptable  to 
its  critic  perhaps  because  he  interprets  the  theory 
largely  through  the  aid  of  the  dictionary.  In  oth- 
er words,  the  method  so  often  used  is  to  determine 
the  meaning  of  certain  sentences  or  paragraphs 
from  a  selected  meaning  from  the  dictionary,  in- 
stead of  arriving  at  the  meaning  of  certain  words, 
phrases  or  clauses  or  even  sentences  from  their 
setting  or  context.  Scientists  are  constantly  in- 
venting new  words  or  giving  new  shades  of  mean- 
ing to  old  terms.  By  consulting  different  versions 
of  the  Scriptures  one  will  frequently  notice  a  dif- 
ference in  translation  because  the  words  are  used 
with  different  meanings  by  different  writers. 

It  is  still  a  common  practice  to  lift  certain  texts 
of  Scripture  out  of  their  setting,  thus  giving  the 
meaning  one  desires.  By  this  method  one  may 
prove  almost  anything  by  Scripture.  In  the  re- 
ligious literature  of  the  past  centuries,  and  even 
today,  this  method  of  interpreting  Scripture,  es- 
pecially the  so-called  prophetic  literature,  is  ex- 
ceedingly common.  By  this  method  some  of  the 
most  bizarre  interpretations  of  Scripture  have 
been  made;  and  in  this  way  many  whimsical,  false, 
and  ludicrous  theories  have  been  built  up,  and 
with  much  show  of  verboseness  and  heat  of  dis- 
cussion urged  upon  others.  This  may  well  be  il- 
lustrated by  Jesus'  own  words,  "Except  ye  eat  my 
flesh  and  drink  my  blood  ye  have  no  life  in  you."' 
This  may  easily  be  made  to  mean  cannibalism. 
Again  Jesus  said,  "I  came  not  to  send  peace  on 
earth  but  a  sword."  This  may  be  used  to  teach 
and  prove  Jesus  to  have  been  a  militarist. 

The  correct  method  is  to  arrive  at  the  meaning 
of  certain  words  and  phrases  or  texts  through 
their  context.  By  a  cursory  reading  one  can 
usually  determine  the  general  meaning  or  pur- 
pose of  a  certain  book  or  chapter  or  paragraph. 
This  furnishes  the  setting  or  context,  commonly 
called  the  point  of  view.  This  is  essential  if  one 
is  sincere  in  seeking  the  truth  involved  in  any 
portion  of  the  Scriptures,  and  in  reconciling  or 
harmonizing  various  seemingly  contradictory  pas- 
sages. 

To  understand  certain  expressions  Jesus  is  re- 
ported to  have  used,  one  must  note  the  general 
occasion  and  the  class  of  people  to  whom  he  was 
speaking.  When  replying  to  the  faultfinding, 
cynical    Pharisees,    who    were    already    self-con- 
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victed  but  were  trying  to  trap  him;  to  get  him  in- 
to a  tight  place  so  he  would  be  greatly  embar- 
rassed and  be  unable  to  reply;  or  to  get  him  to 
contradict  himself  and  therefore  to  get  the  people 
to  severely  let  him  alone,  his  answer  would  be  en- 
tirely different  from  that  used  in  reply  to  an  hon- 
est and  sincere  seeker  after  the  truth.  When  talk- 
ing to  children,  or  to  the  sorrowing  and  grief- 
stricken,  or  to  the  conscienceless  creditor  fore- 
closing on  his  debtor,  or  to  the  legalist  in  his  in- 
terpretation of  Scripture,  did  he  not  vary  his  meth- 
od and  form  of  expression?  To  ignore  these  dif- 
ferences, or  to  fail  to  take  them  into  considera- 
tion, is  to  lead  to  an  erroneous  interpretation  and 
evaluation  of  Jesus'  teachings.  Therefore,  let  us 
heed  the  injunction  to  be  careful  not  to  search  the 
Scriptures  for  proof  of  our  theories,  but  to  make 
our  theories  from  all  of  the  facts  involved. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


I  Am  the  Church 


BY  HARLEY  STUMP 


To  the  casual  or  scientific  observer  driving  past 
my  lot,  I  am  an  edifice,  whose  walls  are  loftily 
raised  from  the  sands  at  my  feet.  I  have  a  pulpit 
in  which  a  minister  preaches  twice  weekly.  I 
have  pews  in  which  sleepy  people  sit  during  those 
sermons.  My  classrooms  are  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  enjoyment  and  pastime;  my  organ  pours 
out  sentimental  "bosh" — and  the  populace  spends 
thousands  of  dollars  on  me  annually. 

But  this  is  not  really  I.  This  is  not  a  true  pic- 
ture of  me  as  a  church.  I  am  the  Divine  Sanc- 
tuary, ordained  by  a  God  who  is  larger  than  all 
casualness,  larger  than  man  has  ever  seen  in  a 
universe.  My  walls  are  not  built  upon  sand;  they 
are  majestically  founded  upon  the  mighty  rock 
called  God,  built  there  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Inside  these  walls  there  is  more  than  just  bored 
formalism  and  routine.  In  the  pulpit,  the  minis- 
ter is  giving  a  message  that  is  vital  and  near  to 
his  heart — a  message  placed  there  by  the  warm 
and  tender  Spirit.  The  organ  is  not  pouring  out 
sentimental  "bosh";  instead,  it  is  pealing  tones 
which  are  not  confined  to  the  physical  world. 
These  tones  are  reaching  into  the  Divine  and  link- 
ing souls  to  souls,  hearts  to  hearts,  life  to  Life. 

But  it  is  in  my  pews  where  the  warmest,  ten- 
derest,  and  most  devotional  experiences  of  life  are 
found.  I  am  so  proud  of  my  pews!  It  is  here  that 
people  learn  to  work  together,  and  to  love  each 
other.  It  is  among  these  that  Jesus  walks  every 
Sunday  morning,  grasping  a  frail  hand  here, 
touching  a  broken  heart  there,  and  lifting  the 
burden  from  a  weary  shoulder  some  place  else. 


It  was  inside  my  walls  that  that  loving  father 
and  mother  found  comfort  after  the  parting  with 
their  child  last  winter;  it  was  inside  my  walls 
that  the  young  man  and  young  lady  found  life; 
it  is  inside  my  walls  that  that  aged  grandmother, 
now  all  alone,  finds  solace  and  contentment  as  she 
walks  toward  her  God. 

I  am  the  church!  I  am  more  than  the  world, 
for  I  am  all  of  life  itself.  I  am  the  history  of  the 
past,  the  satisfaction  of  the  present,  and  the  hope 
of  tomorrow.  I  plead  with  humanity  to  keep  my 
doors  swinging  outward,  my  eyes  ever  fastened 
upward.  May  my  altar  grow  more  and  more  to 
be  the  Divine  Sanctuary  where  men,  women  and 
children  search — and  find  God.  May  God  ever  be 
proud  of  me,  and  Jesus  ever  use  me  in  his  great, 
humane  work.  Men,  pray  and  work  for  my  fu- 
ture!    I  am  the  church! 

Cordell,  Okla. 


By  Grace  Are  Ye  Saved 

BY   J.   ALBERT   WOLFE 

Through  Paul's  letter  to  the  Galatians  we  are 
plainly  taught  that  no  man  is  justified  by  the  law 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  that  the  just  shall  live  by 
faith.  The  Holy  Spirit  led  Paul  to  write,  "But 
that  no  man  is  justified  by  the  law  in  the  sight  of 
God,  it  is  evident:  for,  the  just  shall  live  by  faith" 
(Gal.  3: 11) .  God  has  said  he  saves  us  entirely  by 
grace:  not  by  any  works  that  man  can  do,  lest 
man  should  boast.  In  Eph.  2:8,  9,  we  have  these 
inspired  words,  "For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through 
faith;  and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of 
God:   not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast." 

The  great  division  of  the  Bible  is  that  between 
law  and  grace.  These  divisions  indicate  two  ages 
or  dispensations,  the  Jewish  dispensation,  and  the 
Christian  dispensation.  "For  the  law  was  given 
by  Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ"  (John  1:17).  However,  it  is  not  to  be  un- 
derstood by  this  that  there  was  no  law  before  Mos- 
es, any  more  than  that  there  was  no  grace  and 
truth  before  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
It  was  law  that  forbade  Adam  to  eat  of  the  tree 
of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  and  it  was 
surely  grace  that  provided  Adam  with  food,  the 
degree  of  health  and  the  other  creature  comforts 
he  enjoyed  throughout  the  days  of  his  life  on 
earth. 

As  one  studies  the  Scriptures,  one  sees  that  the 
law  always  has  a  place  and  work,  apart  and  entire- 
ly different  from  that  of  grace.  Briefly,  the  law  is 
God  prohibiting  certain  things  and  requiring  cer- 
tain things;  whereas  grace  is  God  asking  man  to 
do  certain  things  and  God  bestowing  blessings  up- 
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on  man,  both  the  just  and  the  unjust.  The  law 
says,  "Do  and  live";  whereas  grace  says,  "Believe 
and  live."  The  law  utterly  condemns  the  best 
man.  Paul  tells  us  that  in  Gal.  3: 10.  "For  as  many 
as  are  of  the  works  of  the  law  are  under  the  curse: 
for  it  is  written,  cursed  is  every  one  that  continu- 
eth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book 
of  the  law  to  do  them."  Whereas  all  men  are  con- 
demned under  the  law,  grace  freely  justifies  the 
worst  sinner.  Grace  freely  forgave  the  thief  on 
the  cross.  "Jesus  said  unto  him,  Verily  I  say  unto 
thee,  Today  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise" 
(Luke  23: 43) .  The  Holy  Spirit  lead  Paul  to  write 
in  Rom.  5:8:  "But  God  commendeth  his  love  to- 
ward us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us."  In  1  Tim.  1:15,  Paul  says:  "This  is 
a  faithful  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners; of  whom  I  am  chief."  God's  grace  does  this, 
saves  sinners,  which  the  law  could  not  do. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  the  Christian  era  the 
church  has  been  troubled  with  the  problem  con- 
cerning the  right  relation  between  the  law  and 
grace.  There  are  those  who  deny  all  law  or  rule 
over  the  lives  of  believers.  There  are  those  who 
say  it  is  necessary  to  observe  certain  formalities, 
such  as  the  Mosaic  law  and  certain  ordinances  in 
order  to  have  salvation.  And,  there  are  those,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Galatians,  who  teach  that  justifica- 
tion is  partly  by  grace,  partly  by  law;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  grace  is  given  to  one  to  enable  one  to 
keep  the  law.  To  combat  this  error,  Paul's  letter 
to  the  Galatians  is  God's  positive  answer. 

The  law,  the  commandments,  we  are  told,  were 
not  given  for  the  purpose  of  saving  man,  but  to 
be  a  measure  to  show  how  far  short  man  comes 
to  the  standard  set  by  God.  Men  cannot  make 
their  own  measuring  rods;  they  must  be  measured 
against  the  standards  set  by  God.  All  of  us  know 
that  the  world  has  low  standards.  Man,  who 
naturally  has  within  him  an  evil  nature,  is  always 
taking  positions  that  oppose  God  and  Christ.  As 
men  measure  men,  some  are  better  than  others, 
but  as  God  measures  men,  all  are  alike.  All  men 
are  sinners  from  the  crowns  of  their  heads  to  the 
soles  of  their  feet.  There  is  no  difference  in  the 
measure  of  sin  with  God.  There  is  no  big  sin  just 
as  there  is  no  little  sin.  A  lie,  a  theft,  or  a  murder, 
even  in  thought,  make  a  man  just  as  sinful  in 
God's  sight  as  is  the  man  who  actually  committed 
the  act.  Man's  only  hope  is  to  confess  that  he  is 
a  sinful  member  of  the  human  race,  come  empty- 
handed  to  Jesus,  who  died  on  the  cross  for  our 
sins,  and  believe  in  him,  trusting  in  his  saving 
grace. 

The  law,  the  commandments,  serve  a  very  defi- 


nite purpose.  In  Rom.  7:7,  Paul  says,  "I  had  not 
known  sin,  but  by  the  law:  for  I  had  not  known 
lust,  except  the  law  had  said,  Thou  shalt  not 
covet." 

When  Paul  preached  at  Antioch,  he  said  (Acts 
13:38,  39),  "Be  it  known  unto  you  therefore,  men 
and  brethren,  that  through  this  man  [through 
the  Son  of  God]  is  preached  unto  you  the  forgive- 
ness of  sin;  and  by  him  all  that  believe  are  justi- 
fied from  all  things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be 
justified  by  the  law  of  Moses."  Again,  we  see  that 
grace  could  do  that  which  the  law  could  not  do. 

From  a  study  of  Acts  15  it  is  noted  that  after 
Paul's  first  missionary  journey  a  great  question 
arose.  It  concerned  the  entire  missionary  work 
among  non-Jewish  nations.  "Certain  men"  from 
Judea  went  down  to  Antioch,  claiming  to  repre- 
sent the  apostles,  and  bluntly  taught,  "Except  ye 
be  circumcised  after  the  manner  of  Moses,  ye 
cannot  be  saved."  This  denied  Gentile  Christi- 
anity on  the  sole  ground  of  faith  in  Christ.  It 
would  appear  that  the  Jewish  members  of  the 
church  in  Jerusalem  considered  themselves  as 
favorites  of  God  and  that  salvation  was  for  them 
only,  and  that  if  others  would  be  Christians  they 
would  have  to  observe  the  Mosaic  law. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  had  no  small  dissension  with 
the  "certain  men  from  Judea"  about  the  question, 
which  centered  around  two  propositions;  namely, 
salvation  by  works,  and  salvation  by  grace.  In 
due  course  it  was  determined  that  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas and  certain  others  of  them  should  go  up  to 
Jerusalem  unto  the  apostles  and  elders  about 
the  question.  The  council  meeting  at  Jerusalem 
decided  the  question  once  and  for  all,  and  the 
messengers  carried  joy  to  the  Gentile  Christians. 

Both  Peter  and  Paul  had  been  specially  directed 
by  God  to  carry  the  gospel  of  salvation  to  the 
Gentiles.  Let  us  see  what  they  had  to  say  about 
the  matter  of  salvation  by  grace.  At  the  council 
meeting  at  Jerusalem  (Acts  15:7-11):  "Peter  rose 
up,  and  said  unto  them,  men  and  brethren,  ye 
know  how  that  a  good  while  ago  God  made  choice 
among  us,  that  the  Gentiles  by  my  mouth  should 
hear  the  word  of  the  gospel,  and  believe.  [Peter 
was  referring  to  the  case  of  the  salvation  of  Cor- 
nelius.] And  God,  which  knoweth  the  hearts, 
bare  them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy  Spirit, 
even  as  he  did  unto  us;  and  put  no  difference  be- 
tween us  and  them,  purifying  their  hearts  by 
faith.  Now  therefore,  why  tempt  ye  God,  to  put  a 
yoke  upon  the  neck  of  the  disciples,  which  neither 
our  father  nor  we  were  able  to  bear?  But  we 
believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  shall  be  saved,  even  as  they." 

Peter   was   convinced   that   Cornelius   and  his 
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household  were  saved,  when  "the  Holy  Spirit  fell 
on  them  that  heard  the  word,"  after  he  had 
preached  to  them  that  through  Christ's  name 
"every  one  that  believeth  on  him  shall  receive  re- 
mission of  sins."  This  shows  quite  definitely  that 
men  were  considered  eligible  for  membership  in 
the  church  when  they  had  gospel  faith,  that  is,  a 
sincere  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  appears 
that  no  questions  were  asked,  other  than  by  such 
conscientious  objectors  as  Peter,  whom  God  con- 
vinced by  the  threefold  vision,  a  great  sheet  knit 
at  the  four  corners,  let  down  from  heaven,  that 
the  Gentiles  were  to  be  given  salvation  as  well  as 
the  Jews.  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas  related  what 
miracles  and  wonders  God  had  wrought  among 
the  Gentiles  by  them   (Acts  15:12). 

Paul  told  the  Philippian  jailor  (Acts  16:31), 
"Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt 
be  saved,  and  thy  house."  This  indicates  again 
that  faith  in  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
brought  salvation. 

Throughout  the  New  Testament,  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  simple  condition  of  sal- 
vation, there  being  no  established  creed  or  set  of 
principles  to  which  the  believers  were  asked  to 
subscribe. 

Paul  had  preached  the  gospel  of  salvation  to  the 
Galatians,  and  God  had  so  blessed  his  preaching 
that  many  were  saved  and  a  number  of  churches 
were  organized.  Certain  Judaizing  teachers  went 
to  these  Galatian  churches  and  taught  that  a 
simple  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  not  suf- 
ficient for  salvation,  and  that  a  Christian  must 
observe  the  precepts  of  the  law  of  Moses.  In  other 
words,  these  Jewish  teachers  insisted  that  the 
keeping  of  the  law  was  necessary  in  order  to  be 
saved.  One  should  note  carefully  what  Paul  wrote 
to  these  Galatians,  under  the  leading  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  combat  this  erroneous  teaching.  "This 
only  would  I  learn  of  you,  received  ye  the  Spirit 
by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith? 
Are  ye  so  foolish?  having  begun  in  the  Spirit,  are 
ye  now  made  perfect  by  the  flesh"  (Gal.  3:2,  3). 
"I  marvel  that  ye  are  so  soon  removed  from  him 
that  called  you  into  the  grace  of  Christ  unto  an- 
other gospel:  which  is  not  another  [there  could 
not  be  another  gospel] ;  but  there  be  some  that 
trouble  you,  and  would  pervert  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  But  though  we,  or  any  angel  from  heaven, 
preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which 
we  have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed" 
(Gal.  1:6-8).  "Knowing  that  a  man  is  not  justi- 
fied by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  by  the  faith  of 
Jesus  Christ,  even  we  have  believed  in  Jesus 
Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  the  faith  of 
Christ,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law:  for  by 


the  works  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified" 
(Gal.  2:16).  In  Gal.  2:21,  Paul  continues,  "I  do 
not  frustrate  the  grace  of  God:  for  if  righteousness 
come  by  the  law,  then  Christ  is  dead  in  vain." 
From  the  foregoing,  one  sees  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
through  the  Apostle  Paul  used  some  very  strong 
language  concerning  those  who  attempted  to  teach 
the  Galatians  that  observance  of  the  law  of  Moses 
was  necessary  for  salvation. 

Every  one  who  has  studied  God's  Holy  Word 
knows  how  zealous  Paul  (Saul)  was  for  the  law. 
His  zeal  for  God  led  him  to  persecute  the  early 
church  in  Jerusalem.  But  did  his  zeal  for  the  law 
save  him?  Listen  to  his  own  words:  "I  am  a 
Jew,  born  in  Tarsus,  .  .  .  yet  brought  up  in  this 
city  [Jerusalem]  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel."  "Cir- 
cumcised the  eighth  day,  of  the  stock  of  Israel,  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews; 
as  touching  the  law,  a  Pharisee;  as  touching  the 
righteousness  which  is  in  the  law,  blameless" 
(Phil.  3:5,  6).    Paul  was  saved  by  grace. 

Writing  of  Paul's  conversion  on  the  road  to 
Damascus,  F.  W.  Grant,  in  Numerical  Bible,  says: 
"Grace  is  the  foundation  of  all — free,  sovereign 
grace.  Of  what  use  are  privileges  as  a  Jew,  to 
one  taken  red-handed  on  his  mission  of  blood?  It 
is  not  a  mere  repentant  sinner  suing  for  and  find- 
ing mercy.  He  is  an  enemy,  when  as  such  he  is 
reconciled  to  God.  Legality  is  an  impossibility  to 
one  in  this  position.  He  cannot  dream  of  any  of 
those  half-gospels  with  which  men  delude  them- 
selves first,  and  then  their  hearers.  He,  at  least, 
had  not  done  his  best,  save  to  be  lost.  His  Phari- 
saism tumbled  in  one  rag-heap  at  his  feet;  his  cry 
was  now  that  he  was  'chief  of  sinners';  and  under 
no  legal  system  whatever  could  the  chief  of 
sinners  possibly  have  hope."  We  repeat,  Paul  was 
saved  by  grace. 

Now,  someone  may  say,  "But  we  are  told  that 
we  are  to  keep  commandments  and  to  do  works." 
Quite  true,  we  are  to  observe  commandments  and 
to  do  works.  But  are  these  the  Mosaic  precepts 
and  laws?  Let  us  look  at  the  character  of  the 
commandments  and  the  type  of  works  we  are 
to  do.  In  John  13:34,  35,  we  have  these  words  of 
the  Lord  Jesus:  "A  new  commandment  I  give 
unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have 
loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another.  By  this 
shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye 
have  love  one  to  another."  In  John  14:21,  he 
also  says:  "He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and 
keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me;  and  he  that 
loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will 
love  him,  and  will  manifest  myself  to  him."  In 
Matt.  22:37-39,  we  have  these  words  from  the 
Master:     "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
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all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all 
thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great  command- 
ment. And  the  second  is  like  unto  it,  Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  This  love  of  which 
the  Lord  speaks  is  not  the  type  of  love  of  which 
you  and  I  commonly  think.  It  is  a  divine,  super- 
natural love.  Let  us  try  to  think  how  Christ  has 
loved.  He  loved  you  and  me  enough  to  forgive 
our  sins.  He  loved  us  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
died  on  the  cross,  that  through  his  shed  blood  we 
might  have  eternal  life.  Only  when  we  are  born 
again  by  grace  through  faith  in  him,  can  we  love 
God,  love  our  brother,  love  our  neighbor,  as 
Christ  loves  them. 

In  Heb.  10: 16  Paul  tells  us  an  interesting  thing 
about  God's  laws:  "This  is  the  covenant  that  I  will 
make  with  them  after  those  days,  saith  the  Lord; 
I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  hearts,  and  in  their 
minds  will  I  write  them."  A  mother's  love  is  given 
as  an  illustration  of  this  Christian  principle.  The 
laws  of  the  state  require  parents  to  care  for  their 
children,  and  there  are  penalties  for  the  willful 
neglect  of  them;  but  our  state  and  our  nation  are 
full  of  happy,  Christian  mothers  who  tenderly 
care  for  their  children  in  total  ignorance  of  the 
laws  of  the  state.  The  Christian  law  is  in  their 
hearts,  where  the  Lord  said  he  would  put  it.  If 
we  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  hearts, 
and  with  all  our  souls,  and  with  all  our  minds, 
and  our  neighbors  as  ourselves,  as  we  have  been 
asked  to  do,  the  Lord  will  not  only  put  his  laws 
in  our  hearts,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  indwelling  our 
hearts  will  help  us  to  keep  them. 

Now,  a  brief  word  about  the  type  of  work 
Christians  are  to  do.  In  the  second  chapter,  verses 
17,  18  and  26,  James  says:  "Even  so  faith  if  it  hath 
not  works,  is  dead,  being  alone.  Yea,  a  man  may 
say,  Thou  hast  faith,  and  I  have  works:  shew  me 
thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  shew  thee 
my  faith  by  my  works.  .  .  .  For  as  the  body  with- 
out the  spirit  is  dead,  so  faith  without  works  is 
dead  also."  This  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Scripture  teaching  that  we  are  saved  by  grace 
through  faith.  What  James  means  is  that  in  the 
eyes  of  men  we  must  show  our  faith  by  our  works. 
In  other  words,  how  God  works  through  a  man 
or  a  woman  is  shown  or  proved  by  the  character 
of  the  work  that  man  or  that  woman  does.  Our 
fellow  men  judge  us  by  what  we  do.  The  Holy 
Spirit  through  James  shows  that  true  faith  which 
justifies  before  God  must  be  revealed  by  works. 
Please  note,  however,  that  James  does  not  say 
that  our  works  justify  us  before  God.  Our  works 
are  not  needed  before  an  all-knowing  God,  for  he 
sees  the  faith  of  the  heart,  which  man  does  not  see. 
Yes,  God  sees  and  knows  true  faith.    But,  when 


our  fellow  man  asks  for  proof,  faith  shows  itself 
by  works.  The  works  that  Christians  are  to  do 
are,  therefore,  their  justification  before  men.  Sav- 
ing grace  manifests  itself.  When  the  apostles 
visited  the  churches,  they  saw  the  grace  of  God. 
They  saw  it  in  the  salvation  of  the  members;  they 
saw  it  in  their  surrendered  lives,  in  their  devoted 
services,  in  their  love  for  one  another,  in  their 
good  works,  and  in  their  devotion  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  The  man  or  the  woman  who  has 
really  been  saved  by  grace,  who  knows  the  grace 
of  God,  will  give  outward  evidences  of  it. 

No  man  can  save  himself  from  sin.  No  man 
will  be  in  heaven  because  of  any  works  he  may 
have  done,  or  because  of  any  claims  he  may  think 
he  has  on  God.  He  will  be  there  only  because  of 
God's  love,  his  saving  grace  and  the  atoning  work 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  death  on  the  cross 
for  the  sins  of  man. 

Where  will  you  spend  eternity?  Are  you  saved? 
If  not,  you  are  urged  to  repent  of  your  sins  and 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  your  Savior,  believing  that 
he  is  the  Son  of  God  and  that  he  died  on  the  cross 
in  your  place  in  atonement  for  your  sins.  Re- 
member, God's  Holy  Word  tells  us  that  salvation 
is  by  faith,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law.  Re- 
member, too,  that  the  time  is  short.  The  end  of 
this  age  is  rapidly  approaching.  The  night  is  com- 
ing when  on  man  can  work. 

To  you,  beloved  in  Christ,  to  you  who  have  ac- 
cepted him  as  your  personal  Savior,  in  these  dark 
days  of  apostasy  and  strife  throughout  the  world, 
the  Holy  Spirit  brings  wondrous  comfort  and 
peace.  "He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  saints"  (1 
Sam.  2:9).  Through  Jude  (verse  one,  revised  ver- 
sion) the  Spirit  tells  us  that  the  beloved  in  God 
the  Father  are  kept  for  Jesus  Christ. 

"Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from 
falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to  the 
only  wise  God,  our  Savior,  be  glory  and  majesty, 
dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen." 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 


Bits   of   Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

A  Chinese  lecturer  was  beaming  with  enthusiasm  for 
the  religion  he  had  accepted  in  America. 

Christian  missionaries  in  China  prefer  to  remain  dur- 
ing the  war  and  suffer  with  their  people.  Because  of 
this  their  message  is  more  powerful  and  better  accepted, 
in  his  opinion,  than  ever  in  the  history  of  missions. 

Three  fine  Brethren  people  have  suffered  martyrdom 
in  this  cause.  This  Chinese  gentleman  is  determined 
that  they  shall  not  have  died  in  vain. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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HOME     AND      FAMILY 


Bring  Them  In 

BY  ADA  CASSEL  SELL 

For  years  a  number  of  folks  had  really  tried  to  get 
Dick  to  come  to  church.  He  had  seemed  to  entertain  an 
idea  of  starting  in  sometime,  but  that  time  never  ma- 
terialized. So  gradually  the  praying  ones  of  the  White 
Star  congregation  dropped  him  from  their  lists  of  those 
to  be  invited  to  services. 

But  they  still  prayed  for  him,  earnestly,  copiously,  in 
the  prayer  meetings  preceding  evangelistic  services. 
They  must  not  have  had  much  faith  in  the  answer,  else 
why  did  they  not  have  courage  to  ask  him? 

"He'll  say  he  isn't  feeling  so  well,"  said  Mary. 

"He'll  say  it's  hard  to  start  after  being  out  of  things 
so  long,"  said  Tom. 

"He'll  have  some  work  that  has  to  be  finished  that 
night!"  said  Helen. 

"He'll  say  he's  as  good  as  some  of  the  church  mem- 
bers," said  Les. 

"I  do  wish  someone  would  have  the  courage  to  have 
a  real  talk  with  Dick,"  pleaded  Bob,  who  was  heading 
the  prayer  meeting  committee. 

"We  will  pray  very  earnestly  again  tonight,"  added 
Bob.  "Let  us  really  strive!  Witness  Paul's  prayer  for 
God's  servants  in  2  Tim.  1:3.  'I  thank  God,  whom  I 
serve  from  our  forefathers  in  a  pure  conscience,  how  un- 
ceasing is  my  remembrance  of  thee  in  my  supplica- 
tions, night  and  day.'  Then  in  Rom.  15:  30,  let  us  sub- 
stitute Dick  for  me.  'Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  that 
ye  strive  together  with  men  in  your  prayers  to  God  for 
me.'  Also  we  have  the  promise  in  Matt.  18:  20.  'For 
where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name, 
there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them.'  " 

"May  I  repeat  the  verse  preceding  that  one?"  asked 
Helen  timidly. 

"Most  assuredly,"  answered  Bob,  glad  for  such  par- 
ticipation, and  a  glad  look  came  to  his  face  as  she  did  so. 

"  'Again  I  say  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you  shall  agree 
on  earth  as  touching  anything  that  they  shall  ask,  it 
shall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.'  " 

Les  made  his  prayer  real.  He  prayed:  "Dear  God,  if 
it  be  thy  will,  may  Dick  come  walking  in  here  in  time 
for  the  sermon.  We  know  it  is  possible  with  thee.  If 
only  he  gets  this  far  we  are  confident  that  the  convict- 
ing power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  do  the  rest.  Just 
bring  him  in;  give  him  no  rest  until  his  feet  are  turned 
this  way.     For  Jesus'  sake,  Amen." 

As  they  were  rising  from  their  knees,  Helen  gave  out 
the  hymn,  Bring  Them  In.     And  so  they  sang — 

Bring  them  in,  bring  them  in, 
Bring  them  in  from  the  fields  of  sin, 
Bring  them   in,  bring  them   in, 
Bring  the  wandering  ones  to  Jesus! 

The  singing  was  good.  No  one  joined  in  more  hearti- 
ly than  ten-year-old  Dan,  the  youngest  Christian  in  the 
congregation.  As  he  sang  he  seemed  to  be  thinking 
earnestly.  Resolutely,  at  the  end  of  the  first  stanza,  he 
closed  his  book,  placed  it  in  the  rack,  and  tiptoed  swift- 
ly from  the  church. 

"Whatter  they  scared  of?"  he  muttered  over  and  over, 


marching  along  like  a  soldier  of  the  cross  ought;  "I'll 
do't!" 

Three  squares  in  as  many  seconds.  There  was  Dick 
behind  the  evening  paper.  Dan  marched  right  up  the 
porch  steps. 

"What's  new,  Dick?"  asked  Dan  boldly. 

"Oh,  let's  see,  son,  a  big  ship  sunk,  some  refugee  chil- 
dren landed  in  Canada  .  .  ." 

"Yes,  sir,  I  read  it  too.  Say,  how  'bout  comin'  t' 
church  with  me  t'night?  You're  dressed  up  swell, 
c'mon!" 

"Oh,  I  don't  know;  I  hadn't  planned  on  it,  son." 

"C'mon  'n  do't,  Dick!  They  prayed  for  you  sompin* 
awful!     They  care  an  awful  lot!" 

"Haven't  seen  much  sign  for  two  years  past  of  anyone 
being  concerned  about  me  in  that  line,  Dan!" 

"You're  mistaken,  Dick!  I  tell  you,  they  got  all  over- 
heated prayin'  and  it  is  hot  in  that  church  tonight! 
C'mon!     We  want  you  so  much!     The  Lord  wants  you!" 

"O.  K.,  son,"  surrendered  Dick,  swallowing  a  big  sob. 

Just  as  the  congregation  was  halfway  through  the  last 
verse,  Dan  brought  Dick  in.  They  sang  out  of  the  same 
book,  He  Leadeth  Me,  and  Under  His  Wings.  Dan 
peeped  up  at  Dick  occasionally,  but  quit  for  fear  of  em- 
barrassing the  man.  A  tiny  tear  glistened  in  Dick's 
eye!  Dan  was  sure  then.  After  the  sermon,  the  only 
personal  work  Dan  had  to  do  to  get  Dick  up  for  Jesus 
was  a  whispered  "Let's  go!" 

The  bells  of  heaven  rang  and  rang  as  Dick  confessed 

his  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Altoona,  Pa. 

»  ♦  ■ 

Gambling  With  Life 

BY  DONNA   GRACE  EISENBISE 
Awarded   First  Place   in   a  La  Verne   College   Oratorical  Contest 

"Wanted:  a  capable  driver!"  This  advertisement  ap- 
peared in  a  large  metropolitan  daily,  and  several  men 
responded  to  the  call.  A  successful  business  man 
wanted  a  chauffeur  for  his  new  car,  and  he  interviewed 
and  studied  carefully  each  of  the  applicants.  Then  he 
instructed  them  all  to  meet  him  at  a  certain  time  on  the 
edge  of  a  high  cliff  overlooking  the  river  just  outside 
the  city  limits. 

The  aspirants  all  met  at  the  appointed  time  and  place, 
and  the  car  owner  spoke  to  them: 

"I  want  to  test  the  driving  ability  of  each  one  of  you. 
Each  is  to  take  the  car,  drive  for  a  short  distance  along 
the  edge  of  the  treacherous  precipice,  and  then  return." 

The  first  man  jumped  into  the  new  car,  stepped  on 
the  starter,  raced  the  engine,  and  at  a  high  speed  nar- 
rowly skirted  the  precipice,  and  returned  feeling  very 
well  satisfied  with  himself  because  he  had  gone  near 
the  danger  point  and  yet  had  returned  safely.  The 
second  man  likewise  took  his  turn,  but  he  drove  even 
faster  and  closer  to  the  edge  than  had  the  first,  and  he 
returned  to  gloat  that  he  was  an  even  better  driver 
than  the  first  man.  The  third  to  try  drove  at  such  a 
speed  and  so  close  to  the  edge  that  one  wheel  slipped 
and  spun;  but  he  kept  the  car  under  control  and  raced 
it  back  to  its  owner. 

"I  even  let  the  car  slip  over  the  edge  a  little,"  he 
boasted,  "and  was  still  able  to  control  it.  I'm  a  good 
driver,  I  am!" 
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The  last  man  now  stepped  up  to  take  his  turn.  He 
checked  the  car  carefully  before  starting,  tested  the 
tires,  tried  the  motor,  and  then  smoothly  and  easily  let 
it  into  gear.  He  drove  carefully  and  sanely  and  stayed 
at  a  safe  distance  from  the  danger  area.  When  he  re- 
turned the  owner  said — 

"My  man,  you  are  my  new  chauffeur.  I  want  some 
one  who  will  at  all  times  protect  my  life  and  my  prop- 
erty and  serve  the  best  interests  of  society,  and  not 
someone  who  continually  gambles  with  life." 

Each  one  of  us  is  a  driver  in  this  world.  We  are  at 
the  steering  wheel  of  our  own  lives;  and  in  our  own 
way,  however  small,  each  is  a  chauffeur  for  society. 
But  many  of  us  are  like  the  first  three  drivers.  We 
think  it  is  smart  to  live  at  a  fast  pace  and  to  gamble 
our  very  lives  away  on  the  precipice  of  sin  and  self- 
indulgence  because  we  are  sure  we  can  retrace  our 
steps  before  it  is  too  late.  But  sometime  we  must  pay 
the  price  in  the  depreciation  in  value  of  that  life  which 
we  have  recklessly  burned  out,  and  our  gambling  with 
life  can  bring  only  degeneration  and  destruction.  Why 
do  we  not  play  safe  and  conserve  our  energies  for  the 
finer  things  of  life,  rather  than  living  at  such  a  fast 
pace,  and  so  live  the  full,  abundant  life  which  is  ours 
for  the  taking?  Why  are  we  so  foolishly  blind  as  to 
think  it  is  smart  to  gamble  with  our  opportunities,  phy- 
sical, mental,  social,  and  spiritual,  when  it  is  the  life 
that  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  that  has  peace  and  power 
to  realize  its  fullest  possibilities? 

We  all  recognize  the  fact  that  those  who  take  impur- 
ities into  their  bodies,  or  who  dissipate  all  night,  are 
gambling  with  their  physical  health.  But  many  who 
are  devout  Christians  are  gambling  just  as  surely  as  are 
those  we  severely  condemn.  We  do  not  treat  our 
bodies  properly.  We  do  not  budget  our  time  carefully. 
We  allow  our  work  to  drive  and  needlessly  fatigue  us. 
We  do  not  eat  as  we  should.  We  do  not  take  sufficient 
rest  and  exercise  to  keep  our  bodies  in  the  finest  con- 
dition. Our  bodies  are  the  temples  of  God,  and  we  sin 
against  him  when  we  gamble  with  our  physical  health 
by  subjecting  them  to  injurious  treatment.  If  we  are 
to  be  dynamic  forces  for  good  and  to  save  the  world 
from  destruction,  we  must  cease  this  form  of  gambling 
and  give  God  fine  and  strong  men  and  women  to  do 
his  work. 

The  danger  to  mental  health  is  perhaps  even  greater 
than  to  physical  stamina.  Too  many  people  are  wor- 
ried, afraid,  and  weighted  down  with  care.  Even  Chris- 
tians have  forsaken  the  safety  and  security  of  Christ's 
guidance  to  gamble  with  life  in  their  own  weaknesses. 
Only  when  we  trust  in  the  Lord  and  allow  him  to 
guide  us  will  we  release  our  energy  from  disintegrat- 
ing worry  and  utilize  it  in  constructive  service. 

But  there  are  other  ways  in  which  we  are  gambling 
with  our  mental  life.  Newspapers,  magazines,  motion 
pictures,  billboards,  and  the  radio  are  filled  with  dirt 
and  filth  that  is  eating  into  the  minds  of  young  and 
old  alike  and  leading  them  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
precipice  of  sin  and  death.  We  must  eradicate  these 
evils,  clean  up  our  motion  pictures,  ban  radio  and  bill- 
board advertising  containing  pernicious  and  vicious  lies. 
We  must  destroy  the  low,  demoralizing  magazines  that 
fill  the  minds  of  people  with  insidious  poisons.  We 
must  indeed  stop  all  these  forms  of  wanton  gambling 
with  the  mental  life  of  our  world  and  begin  to  build  on 
a  foundation  of  mental  health  and  purity. 

Gambling  with  physical  and  mental  health,  however, 


has  not  been  enough  for  some;  and  so  today  our  whole 
society  is  teetering  on  the  edge  of  destruction.  Na- 
tions are  being  tossed  about  as  dice  in  a  game  of 
chance.  War,  misery,  suffering,  and  for  some  a  living 
hell,  are  the  result.  We  are  gambling  in  a  crazy,  sense- 
less game  of  war.  No  one  can  win!  Whoever  may  be 
acclaimed  the  victor  will  find  that  only  ashes  and  bones 
are  left  when  the  gambling  is  ended.  And  we  of  the 
United  States,  instead  of  refusing  to  participate  even 
in  a  small  way  in  this  diabolical  game  of  chance,  are 
skirting  the  edge  of  danger  and  are  drawing  nearer  and 
nearer  the  scene  of  conflict.  Our  prejudices,  our 
hatreds,  our  national  pride  and  honor  are  swaying  our 
sense  and  reason.  For  mere  gold,  for  individual  profit, 
we  are  risking  the  lives  of  our  men,  the  lives  of  other 
men,  and  are  even  gambling  with  the  actual  possibil- 
ity of  being  involved  in  this  body-  and  soul-destroying 
conflict.  It  is  time  for  not  only  this  nation,  but  also  for 
the  whole  world,  to  act  safely  and  sanely  to  preserve 
society,  to  establish  a  world  brotherhood  of  men,  and 
to  completely  outlaw  war  and  the  forces  which  are 
even  now  gambling  our  world  to  its  destruction. 

The  root  of  all  these  evils,  and  by  far  our  worst  sin  of 
gambling,  is  the  fact  that  we  are  gambling  with  our 
spiritual  life,  as  individuals,  as  a  church  and  as  a  so- 
ciety. We  have  gone  our  own  way  and  are  playing 
for  unworthy  stakes  in  life  because  we  have  left  the 
path  of  righteousness.  As  a  church  we  are  idle,  life- 
less, and  spineless.  We  may  condemn  those  who  were 
so  mercenary  as  to  cast  lots  for  Christ's  clothing  after 
they  crucified  him;  but  every  day  we  crucify  him  anew 
and  gamble  with  the  future  of  his  church  and  with  the 
lives  for  which  he  shed  his  blood. 

We  are  his  workmanship,  created  unto  good  works 
which  God  afore  prepared  that  we  should  walk  in  them; 
and  yet  as  individuals  we  are  risking  our  lives  on  the 
edge  of  destruction  because  we  are  not  absolutely  hon- 
est, absolutely  pure,  absolutely  unselfish,  and  absolute- 
ly loving.  We  are  gambling  with  spiritual  death  be- 
cause we  think  it  is  smart  to  see  how  far  we  can  go, 


Mending 

BY  HELEN  HOAK  EIKENBERRY 

So  many  things  need  mending  .  .  . 

These  small  garments,  worn  at  elbow  and  at  knee, 

And  stockings  where  the  heels  came  through, 

And  yes,  perhaps  a  toe. 

So  many,  many  hours  I  will  be  spending, 

With  fingers  swift  and  tireless, 

With  stitches  strong  and  true, 

To  make  these  little  garments  again  as  good  as  new. 

I  would  not  make  unsightly  darns 

Like  ugly  scars,  to  shame  a  little  one. 

My  stitches  must  be  made  with  care, 

Unseen  when  they  are  done. 

Forever  I  am  mending.    A  family  needs  my  care. 
Sometimes  it  is  a  broken  heart, 
Sometimes  a  broken  stair. 
May  I  with  love  and  wisdom 
Make  such  mending  my  delight, 
And  strengthen  every  weak  place, 
And  every  wrong  make  right! 
Sterling,  III. 
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or  because  we  are  not  sufficiently  concerned  with  our 
moral  deterioration. 

There  is  no  need  to  gamble  with  life!  God  has  it 
planned  for  us  if  we  will  only  yield  to  him.  And  his 
church  is  in  our  care.  If  the  kingdom  is  ever  to  be 
established  we  must  quit  endangering  the  future  of  the 
church  by  indifference  and  by  petty  quarrels;  we  must 
stop  taking  chances  with  a  sandy  foundation  of  self- 
ishness and  complacency;  we  must  build  securely  on  the 
solid  rock  foundation. 

I  make  this  indictment  for  gambling  with  life  not 
only  against  the  young  people,  but  also  against  the 
adults.  It  is  the  adults  who  are  charged  with  repeal- 
ing the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  It  is  they  who  are 
responsible  for  the  fear  and  hate  and  greed  that  have 
again  plunged  Europe  into  war;  they  who  are  unre- 
sponsive to  the  crying  needs  of  humanity  for  social, 
economic,  and  political  reform;  and  they  who  have  let 
the  fire  of  the  church  burn  low  with  their  sin  of 
self-righteousness  and  self-satisfaction. 

We  are  all  guilty;  and  if  we  are  to  save  humanity 
from  the  destruction  of  physical,  mental,  social,  and 
spiritual  powers  with  which  the  world  is  recklessly 
gambling,  we  must  all  work  together.  The  adults  must 
admit  their  failures  and  seek  the  aid  of  the  spirit  and 
enthusiasm  of  youth.  Young  people  must  acknowledge 
their  mistakes  and  accept  and  respect  the  wisdom  of 
their  elders.  Together  we  can  build  a  new  and  better 
society  on  the  rock  foundation  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

Fresno,  Calif. 


Signboard  Sermons 

BY  FOREST  S.   EISENBISE 
3.     "Say  It  With  Flowers" 

You've  often  seen  it — in  the  papers,  on  florists'  win- 
dows, and  on  the  great  signboards.  "Say  it  with  flow- 
ers." And  you've  done  it,  too.  A  bouquet  for  a  friend, 
a  corsage  for  mother  on  Mother's  Day,  a  few  carna- 
tions or  roses  for  wife  or  sweetheart  on  some  impor- 
tant anniversary.     And  a  splendid  idea  it  is,  too. 

But  there  is  a  sermon  here.  "Say  it  with  flowers." 
I  think  the  apostle  Paul  must  have  had  something  of 
the  same  thought  in  mind  when  he  wrote  to  the  Colos- 
sian  church,  "Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace, 
seasoned  with  salt"  (Col.  4:6).  Cultivate  gracious 
speech,  tasty,  welcome,  appreciated  speech,  or  language 
which  says  it  "with  flowers."  Not  "flowery"  speech — 
not  high-flown,  fulsome,  gushing  flattery.  Learn  to 
use  a  word  of  appreciation,  of  commendation,  of  en- 
couragement, of  friendship,  of  love. 

Did  you  ever  try  giving  flowers  to  someone  whom 
you  did  not  like  very  well?  Have  you  given  an  honest 
word  of  friendly  congratulation  to  someone  who  de- 
served it  even  though  you  really  did  not  care  much  for 
him  as  an  individual?  And  have  you  noticed  how  your 
own  estimate  of  him  subtly  changed? 

What  would  happen  if  we  held  back  all  the  sharp 
criticisms  of  others  which  spring  to  our  lips,  and  said 
only  those  things  which  would  be  cordial,  friendly, 
helpful?  Suppose  the  cannon  of  the  world  were  scat- 
tering flowers  instead  of  shrapnel?  It  is  hard  to  give 
flowers  and  hold  enmity.  It  is  hard  to  receive  flowers 
and  hate  the  giver.    Try  it.     "Say  it  with  flowers." 

Shanghai,  China. 


War-time  Meditations 

"Here  is  a  copy  of  a  poem  Wilbur  wrote.  I  do  not  know  when, 
but  sometime  after  the  Boer  War,"  so  writes  Mrs.  W.  B.  Stover 
from  Seattle,  Wash.,  in  explanation  of  these  lines. 

Too  oft  men  see  not  God 
Though  bowed  before  his  throne; 
In  time  of  war,  just  as  before, 
They  think  of  self  alone. 

When  America's  men  in  gray 
Fought  America's  men  in  blue, 
The  same  mistake  that  many  men  make 
Was  made  by  both  anew. 

For  during  evening  hours 

When  all  mankind  are  kin, 

From  South  and  North  the  prayer  went  forth, 

"O  God,  let  our  side  win." 

The  Boer  beneath  the  cloud 

With  prayer  each  day  began 

That  God  of  right  should  show  his  might, 

And  thwart  the  Briton's  plan. 

Great  Britain,  too,  was  wrong — 
Her  clergymen  would  pray, 
"O  God  of  power,  in  this  sad  hour 
Give  British  arms  the  day." 

And  then  the  Russ  and  Jap, 

With  hundred  thousand  slain — 

'Tis  awful  thought  that  thus  they  fought 

And  said  their  prayers  in  vain. 

Such  thoughtless  prayers  are  cause 
For  infidels'  delight; 
They  show  our  God  as  fond  of  blood, 
And  heedless  of  the  right. 

Thou  man  of  God,  be  wise; 

This  prayer  shall  never  fail: 

"O  God  of  peace,  let  all  war  cease, 

And  let  the  right  prevail." 


Safe — on  Knees 

BY  CHESTER  SHULER 

A  minister  who  had  just  returned  from  travels  abroad 
told  of  a  most  unforgettable  incident  which  befell  him 
when  climbing  a  peak  in  the  Alps.  He  had  labored  long 
and  hard  to  reach  the  summit  with  his  two  guides,  and 
was  so  elated  that  he  stood  upright  to  enjoy  the  view, 
quite  forgetting  the  stiff  gale  which  whipped  the  crest 
of  the  mountain.  Instantly  a  guide  pulled  him  down, 
saying: 

"Get  on  your  knees!  You  aren't  safe  here  except  on 
your  knees,  sir!" 

"That,"  said  the  minister,  earnestly,  in  telling  the 
story,  "taught  me  a  lesson  I  shall  never  forget.  When 
we  reach  what  we  term  a  mountaintop  experience  in 
our  Christian  life,  we  ought  to  remember  that  even 
there  we  must  not  forget  to  be  on  our  knees.  The 
Tempter  was  with  the  Lord  on  the  mountaintop,  and  he 
will  not  treat  us  any  better.  We  are  safe  only  on  our 
knees — no  matter  where  we  may  be." 

Orlando,  Fla. 


16 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— March  15,  1941 


KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  16 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Lord's  Supper. — Luke  22: 

14-30. 

Christian  Workers,  Sympathy.    Luke  16:  19-31. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Christian  Youth  United. 

Intermediates,  Do  We  Make  Christian  Decisions? 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Nampa  church,  Idaho,  Bro.  M.  S. 
Frantz,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Bremen  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  W.  D. 
Keller,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Tire  Hill  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Wra. 
H.  Rummel,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Woodberry  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
C.  H.  Hinegardner,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Grove  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
Theodore  Eley,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  March  17,  in  the 
Grand  Rapids  church,  Mich. 

Bro.  David  Gibble  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  March  16,  in  the 
White  Oak  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  March  16- 
30,  in  the  Salem  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  David  H.  Snader  of  Akron,  Pa.,  March  17-30,  in 
the  Upton  house,  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Geo.  E.  Hallett  of  De  Ridder,  La.,  has  changed  his 
address  to  Leesville,  La.,  R.  1. 

Bro.  Harper  S.  Will  was  welcomed  into  his  new  pas- 
torate at  the  First  church,  Chicago,  last  Sunday  with 
appropriate  installation  services.  His  address  is  3560 
Congress  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  have  accepted  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of 
the  Chambersburg  church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania, 
effective  in  June  next.  Bro.  Rarick  is  now  in  evangel- 
istic work  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Brother  and  Sister 
C.  E.  Grapes  who  have  served  the  Chambersburg 
church  for  eight  years  or  more  will  transfer  their  pas- 
toral labors,  April  1,  to  Greencastle,  Pa. 

President  J.  G.  Meyer  of  Milton  College,  Wis.,  former- 
ly of  Elizabethtown  and  Manchester  faculties,  is  in  spe- 
cial need  of  your  sympathetic  interest.  Last  Sunday 
the  mortal  remains  of  Sister  Meyer,  who  had  been 
stricken  suddenly  while  visiting  in  California,  were  laid 
away  at  Milton.  Brother  and  Sister  H.  L.  Hartsough, 
who  were  called  to  minister  to  the  sorrowing,  were 
overnight  guests  of  Elgin  friends  on  their  return  to 
North  Manchester. 


The  E.  M.  Wampler  family  with  Sister  M.  M.  Myers 
and  two  children  are  supposed  to  be  homeward  bound 
from  China  on  the  S.  S.  President  Pierce,  due  to  reach 
San  Francisco  about  March  26.  They  can  be  addressed 
there  in  care  of  the  incoming  boat,  remembering  that 
all  sailing  arrangements  these  days  are  tentative  only. 

The  Parkers  of  China  will  portray  Chinese  life  and 
lead  an  informal  open  forum  discussion  in  the  Ambler 
church  of  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Sunday  evening, 
March  23.  In  the  morning  Pastor  Nevin  H.  Zuck  will 
preach  on  The  Meaning  of  Church  Membership.  Two 
other  Lenten  sermon  subjects  are  The  Disturbing  Christ 
and  The  Adventures  of  a  Dollar. 

Bro.  Don  Royer  and  wife  of  Philadelphia  have  been 
commissioned  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  to 
work  in  a  southern  rural  rehabilitation  project  spon- 
sored by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee. 
Their  new  address  is  Abbeville,  South  Carolina,  R.  1. 
Sister  Rachel  Garner  is  serving  under  like  auspices  as 
dietitian  in  the  refugee  hostel  at  Haverford,  Pa. 

After  months  of  waiting  it  now  seems  probable  that 
our  three  nurses,  Sisters  Ruth  Utz,  Mary  Alice  Engel 
and  Sylvia  M.  Oiness  will  sail  today  (March  15)  on  the 
S.  S.  Zam  Zam  from  New  York  for  our  mission  in 
Nigeria,  West  Africa.  The  first  two  have  been  on  the 
field  two  and  one  terms  respectively,  and  the  latter  is 
going  for  the  first  time,  having  been  approved  by  the 
Ocean  Grove  Conference.  They  go  to  Capetown  with 
more  than  170  other  missionaries  and  transship  there  to 
the  S.  S.  Thiesen  for  Lagos,  Nigeria.  All  will  pray  for 
our  Father's  blessing  and  care  in  going  to  their  field  of 

service. 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Conscientious  Objector  and  the  Selective  Service 
Act  is  the  title  of  an  up-to-the-minute  article  by  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice. Since  the  first  side  of  this  Messenger  was  already 
pretty  well  printed,  we  had  to  place  the  article  where 
we  could  get  it  in  on  the  second  side.  See  pages  20 
and  21. 

The  York  young  people.  Southern  Pennsylvania,  are 
sponsoring   a   week-end   conference,   March    22,    23,   on 


The  La  Verne  Conference 

Three  transcontinental  lines  will  accommodate  the 
travel  from  the  east.  The  Union  Pacific  and  the  Rock 
Island-Southern  Pacific  have  depots  in  Pomona,  three 
miles  from  La  Verne.  The  Santa  Fe  runs  through  La 
Verne.  All  parties  coming  on  these  railroads,  and  noti- 
fying the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  their  arrival, 
will  be  met  and  brought  to  the  Conference  grounds. 

Lodging  requests  should  be  addressed  to  C.  I.  Myer, 
2281  Third  St.,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Requests  for  breakfasts,  dinners  and  banquets  for 
church  boards  and  committees  should  be  addressed  to 
J.  E.  Steinour,  133  North  Eastman  Ave.,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Executive  Committee:  H.  A.  Frantz,  Chairman,  616 
N.  Pacific,  Glendale,  Calif.;  J.  E.  Steinour,  Secretary;  C. 
I.  Myer,  Treasurer. 
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Adventures  in  Worship.  Professors  Marshall  Wolfe  and 
Perry  Huffaker  with  others  will  conduct  group  seminars 
Saturday,  3:00  P.  M.  and  7:00  P.  M.,  Sunday,  2:30  P.  M. 
and  7:00  P.  M.  "All  young  people  are  invited  to  attend 
and  those  coming  Saturday  should  bring  their  lunch." 

Northwestern  Ohio  will  convene  in  district  confer- 
ence in  the  Fostoria  church,  March  18-20.  Opening  ses- 
sion 10:00  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  with  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman 
as  guest  speaker.  Elders  meet  at  1:00  P.  M.  Church  is 
at  327  Summit  St.,  seven  blocks  north  of  business  center. 


The  Meyersdale  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  an- 
nounces as  a  part  of  its  Lenten  program  a  foodless  ban- 
quet for  April  3.  Oh,  yes,  it  will  be  a  real  banquet  all 
right  with  good  fellowship  and  tickets  and  everything, 
everything,  that  is,  except  something  to  eat. 

The  Codorus  congregation  of  Southern  Pennsylvania, 
writes  Elder-in-charge  S.  C.  Godfrey,  "has  given  over 
$800  in  cash  and  over  $100  in  pledges  to  solicitors  ap- 
pointed to  make  an  every  member  canvass  for  Civilian 
Service  camp  projects.     Our  people  gave  gladly." 


BROTHERHOOD 
6IVING 

Conference    Budget    $238,171 

Brethren    Service    67,541 

Total   $305,712 

What  Does  It  Mean? 

1.  God  has  blessed  us  with  the  wherewith- 
al to  give.  2.  The  church  is  spiritually  alive 
to  the  point  of  sharing  resources  exceeding 
the  Conference  goal.  3.  Workers  on  the 
fields  of  service  will  be  encouraged  by  the 
response  of  the  church.  4.  The  General 
Boards  should  accept  these  funds  as  a  man- 
date from  the  church  to  press  forward  ag- 
gressively in  evangelization  throughout  the 
world.  5.  Young  men  and  women  who  are 
determining  their  lifework  should  see  in 
this  financial  response  a  readiness  of  the 
church  to  send  them  forth  in  Christian  serv- 
ice. 6.  Delegates  to  the  1941  Conference  can 
gauge  the  program  of  work  to  be  authorized 
for  the  year  ahead  by  the  spirit  the  church 
has  shown. 

Some  Comments 

Conference  Budget  giving  includes  all 
phases  of  the  regular  missionary  and  serv- 
ice program  of  the  church.  The  budget  of 
$235,000  was  exceeded  by  $3,171.  This  rep- 
resents an  increase  in  Conference  Budget 
giving  of  $16,566  over  the  preceding  year. 
Brethren  Service  giving  represents  an  in- 
crease of  $53,049  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  trends  in  giving,  for  the  Conference 
Budget  only,  are  indicated  by  the  legends  as 
follows:  *  above  three-year  average;  f  above 
goal  set;  t  above  last  year,  but  not  the  three- 
year  average. 

We  rejoice  with  the  districts  registering 
splendid  increases;  Some  were  able,  be- 
cause of  low  giving  in  past  years,  to  show  an 
increase.  Others  have  been  increasing 
steadily  year  after  year.  A  few  districts 
have  lost  by  death  some  able,  generous  giv- 
ers; others  struggle  with  adverse  economic 
factors.  The  spiritual  tone  of  a  district  has 
some  reflection  in  the  record  of  giving.  The 
District  Conference  Budget  men  may  feel 
highly  rewarded  in  a  number  of  cases  by  the 
response  which  members  gave  to  their  ef- 
forts.—H.  S.  M. 
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Gardening  at  Garkida 

BY   IRA   S.   PETRE 

There  are  many  phases  of  work  in  a  well- 
rounded  mission  program,  and  missionaries  can 
serve  in  any  one  or  a  number  of  these.  For  in- 
stance, one  may  do  evangelistic  and  village  work 
and  supervise  gardening  on  the  side. 

Gardening  is  a  very  important  part  of  mission 
work  since  food  is  necessary  for  both  the  mission- 
ary and  the  native.  By  the  time  any  American 
food  reaches  us  from  America,  the  cost  is  doubled 
because  of  transportation  and  insurance.  The  soil 
here  is  very  similar  to  soil  in  our  homeland,  and 
it  will  produce  fairly  well.  It  is  evident  that  food 
production  can  be  increased  several  fold  by  im- 
proving the  soil.  Unfortunately  methods  of  im- 
provement are  almost  entirely  foreign  to  the  ma- 
jority of  the  natives.  The  missionaries  here  fer- 
tilize their  gardens  by  turning  grass  under  and  by 
fertilizing  the  ground.  While  only  a  few  natives 
see  the  need  of  improving  the  soil  in  this  way,  it 
is  hoped  that  by  example  many  more  will  learn. 
This  year  the  rains  came  very  late  and  thus  far 
they  have  not  been  quite  up  to  par.  In  spite  of 
this  fact,  our  gardens  look  very  fine.  By  supple- 
menting each  other's  need,  each  of  us  has  suffi- 
cient vegetables  such  as  corn,  beans,  tomatoes 
and  cucumbers.  But  many  things  which  produce 
in  small  quantities  are  few. 

Each  family  has  a  gardener  to  take  care  of  its 
garden.  Those  who  enjoy  gardening  find  time 
either  in  the  early  morning  or  from  four  to  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening  to  work  in  their  gardens. 
The  length  of  time  in  the  garden  depends  upon 
the  amount  of  time  one  can  spare.  The  hours 
mentioned  are  the  best  because  they  avoid  the  hot 
sun.  As  the  natives  say,  "the  sun  puts  hot"  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  the  day. 

In  gardening,  one's  work  is  an  example  just  as 
well  as  it  is  in  other  phases  of  mission  work.  A 
well-kept  garden  brings  many  favorable  com- 
ments from  the  native  people.  Quite  often  one 
can  see  them  pass  by  and  stop  to  see  what  kind  of 
food  the  white  man  grows.  They  admit  the  white 
man  has  many  kinds  of  food,  but  they  are  slow  in 
enlarging  the  number  of  kinds  of  food  they  will 
grow.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  missionaries  to 
give  out  as  many  vegetable  plants  to  the  natives 
as  they  will  take  and  use.  This  is  to  encourage 
them  to  produce  more  varieties  of  food.  I  have 
given  out  more  than  one  hundred  tomato  plants 
and  more  than  two  thousand  sweet  potato  cut- 


tings. I  have  set  out  twelve  hundred  in  our  gar- 
den and  they  are  doing  very  nicely. 

About  the  time  the  rainy  season  garden  is  fin- 
ished, we  begin  to  plant  in  the  river  garden.  This 
garden  is  along  the  Hawal  River  and  in  connection 
with  the  fruit  garden.  These  gardens,  by  the  help 
of  irrigation,  are  very  productive  and  carry  us 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  dry  season.  A 
well  is  dug  in  each  family's  garden  some  ten  or 
fifteen  feet, deep  and  walled  up  with  native-made 
bricks.  These  wells  furnish  sufficient  water  to 
make  irrigation  possible. 

Thanks  should  be  given  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  older  missionaries  who  had  sufficient  foresight 
and  the  spirit  of  adventure  to  lay  plans  and  begin 
a  garden  of  citrus  fruit.  The  fruit  garden  is  run 
on  the  co-operative  plan.  This  is  very  helpful  al- 
though as  yet  there  is  not  enough  fruit  to  meet 
our  demands.  The  kinds  of  fruit  are  mangoes, 
oranges,  limes,  lemons,  grapefruit,  tangerines, 
guavas,  pineapples  and  pawpaws.     Each  year  a 

What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  March  15-22 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

When  the  last  Prayer  Calendar  was  prepared,  Grace 
Clapper  qnd  Hazel  Rothrock  were  both  at  our  mission 
station  at  Show  Yang,  China;  but  during  the  past  few 
months,  many  changes  have  occurred.  Show  Yang,  as 
well  as  our  other  stations,  has  been  evacuated  for  the 
present.  This  has  been  done  in  the  hope  that  the  lives 
of  the  Christian  Chinese  might  be  spared.  Recent  move- 
ments of  armies  and  bands  of  soldiers  have  made  our 
Shansi  mission  territory  the  most  hotly  contested  area 
in  China  at  the  present  time,  for  it  is  almost  completely 
occupied  by  the  National  Chinese  Army,  the  Chinese 
Eighth  Route  or  Communist  fighters  and  the  Japa- 
nese. Our  mission  territory  has  become  the  storm  cen- 
ter and  it  has  seemed  wise  for  the  missionaries  to  with- 
draw for  awhile. 

At  this  time  Grace  Clapper  is  in  the  Peking  area, 
helping  wherever  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  and 
Hazel  Rothrock  is  taking  advanced  language  study  in 
the  language  school.  There  is  a  possibility  that  the 
language  school  will  be  moved  to  the  Philippines  with- 
in the  next  few  months.  If  this  is  done,  it  will  give  the 
students  a  much  better  chance  to  apply  themselves  to 
their  study. 

In  such  days  of  uncertainty,  it  is  good  for  those  who 
believe  in  the  causes  of  love,  goodwill  and  brotherhood 
to  be  faithful  intercessors  for  those  who  go  forward  in 
hope.  The  apostle  Paul  was  driven  from  place  to  place, 
beaten  until  almost  dead,  and  shipwrecked;  yet  he  never 
lost  his  faith.  The  record  our  China  missionaries  could 
give  would  sound  like  a  modern  version  of  Paul's  mis- 
sionary experiences. 
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number  of  small  trees  are  given  out  to  natives 
who  are  interested  in  growing  fruit  for  them- 
selves. This  is  encouraging  because  so  many  of 
the  people  feel  that  since  one  may  die  at  any  time, 
there  is  no  use  to  plant  fruit  trees.  They  fear  the 
planter  may  not  be  benefited. 

Our  mode  of  travel  on  the  bush  path  is  by  bi- 
cycle. I  have  enjoyed  very  much  visiting  the  vil- 
lages and  riding  out  through  the  farms.  Their 
farms  vary  from  very  small  ones  to  larger  tracts 
several  acres  in  size.  On  them  they  usually  raise 
guinea  corn  of  several  kinds,  field  corn,  peanuts 
and  native  sweet  potatoes. 

The  man  and  wife  or  wives  and  children  are 
often  seen  on  their  farm  hoeing  their  crops.  All 
the  farm  work  is  done  with  a  small,  short-handled 
hoe.  The  missionary's  long-handled  hoe  is  a  joke 
to  them.  When  there  are  many  natives  working 
together  on  a  farm,  they  will  sing  and  hoe  to  the 
rhythm  of  their  song. 

The  natives  grow  very  little  food  during  the  dry 
season.  They  depend  on  what  has  been  grown 
while  the  rains  were  on.  A  few  of  them  are  at- 
tempting dry  season  gardens  along  the  Hawal 
River.  A  missionary  cannot  give  a  gospel  mes- 
sage with  enthusiasm  to  people  who  are  hungry. 
A  man  who  can  be  helped  to  produce  enough  food 
for  his  family  is  a  prospect  for  the  gospel. 

Garkida,  Africa. 


Garkida,  Africa,  Notes 

BY  SARA  C.  SHISLER 
The  Harmattan 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  the  harmattan  or  cool 
season  as  we  in  Africa  designate  the  months  from  No- 
vember to  March.  Today  the  air  was  so  laden  with 
sand  that  I  could  not  see  the  near-by  school  buildings 
from  my  house.  On  clear  days  we  have  a  view  of  a 
distant  mountain  range.  A  heavy  harmattan  means 
cool  nights  and  mornings.  The  Buras  find  such  weather 
too  cool  for  their  comfort.  They  do  not  have  blankets 
and  sweaters  as  we  have.  In  the  market  this  morning, 
a  woman  asked  me  whether  it  ever  gets  colder  than  this 
in  the  States.  When  I  answered  that  it  was  very  much 
colder,  she  asked  the  woman  by  her  side,  "Do  you  be- 
lieve that?"  A  man  came  to  my  rescue  and  assured 
her  that  my  statement  was  really  true.  The  Buras 
say  that  we  shall  have  heavy  rains  this  coming  season 
and  they  rejoice  in  the  prospect.  They  predict  weather 
and  seasons  in  relation  to  other  conditions  the  same  as 
people  do  everywhere  else. 

War  Comes  Closer 

The  war  has  been  coming  somewhat  closer  to  us  the 
past  two  months.  Some  of  our  local  boys  have  enlisted. 
None  of  our  faithful  Christians  are  among  the  group. 
One  of  the  boys  got  scared  and  came  home.  It  seems  as 
though  the  others  really  mean  to  become  soldiers.  They 
have  no  idea  of  the  meaning  of  war  and  are  wholly 
unprepared  to  live  under  the  conditions  in  large  cen- 


ters. But  a  soldier's  pay  looks  big  to  them.  This,  to- 
gether with  a  desire  to  see  new  places  and  to  handle  the 
weapons  and  implements  of  the  white  man,  is  quite  an 
attraction  to  a  bush  boy. 

The  Aftermath  of  Measles 

The  medical  staff  continues  to  be  very  busy.  The  epi- 
demic of  measles  finally  subsided  after  ravaging  the 
community  for  about  four  months.  The  epidemic  left 
a  large  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  as  an  aftermath, 
but  most  of  them  recovered.  There  were  very  few 
deaths  among  the  families  who  asked  for  medical  aid 
in  time  and  who  then  co-operated  in  carrying  out  the 
treatment  prescribed.  Miss  Harper  was  in  charge  of 
measles  and  she  treated  178  cases.  She  sometimes  spent 
a  whole  afternoon  going  from  compound  to  compound 
checking  on  the  sick  children.  Some  of  the  parents 
used  "Bura  Bura"  treatments  on  the  side  and  the  two 
schools  of  medicine  do  not  mix. 

A  Doctor  Is  Everywhere  at  Once 

There  is  only  one  doctor  on  our  entire  mission  staff  at 
present.  He  is  here,  there  and  everywhere.  It  is  more 
than  one  man's  job  to  take  care  of  the  large  medical 
plant  at  Garkida,  the  Leper  Colony,  the  general  super- 
vision and  surgery  at  the  other  stations  and  the  care  of 
the  white  staff.  Yet  that  is  Dr.  Studebaker's  responsi- 
bility at  present. 

Our  1940  Christmas 

We  are  wondering  how  you  spent  Christmas,  and  may- 
be you  are  wondering  the  same  about  us.  This  was  a 
very  interesting  Christmas  for  all  of  us,  and  it  was  of 
especial  interest  to  some  of  us.  When  I  was  here  years 
ago,  Christmas  was  still  very  new.  We  wondered  then 
what  Christmas  here  would  be  like  after  it  had  become 
their  own.  We  hoped,  too,  that  in  giving  them  Christ- 
mas we  could  avoid  the  many  undesirable  things  that 
have  crept  into  the  observance  of  Christmas  in  coun- 
tries where  Christmas  has  become  a  tradition.  We  find 
that  Christmas  is  becoming  their  own  and  that  they  are 
developing  a  tradition. 

Jesus  at  the  Place  of  Offering 

The  big  event  of  the  day  is  the  service  on  Christmas 
morning.  There  was  an  overflow  crowd  at  the  Garkida 
church  to  hear  and  see  the  beautiful  Christmas  story. 
It  is  all  so  real  and  vivid  to  the  African.  A  special  effort 
was  made  to  have  our  giving  this  year  be  sacrificial  and 
for  the  really  needy,  instead  of  an  exchange  between 
friends.  British  Air  Raid  Refugee  Relief  was  chosen 
as  the  cause  to  which  our  gifts  should  give  aid.  If  only 
all  of  you  might  have  witnessed  the  scene  when  the 
audience  filed  down  the  aisle,  some  with  money,  some 
with  guinea  corn,  all  seemingly  eager  to  offer  their 
gifts!  I  noticed  several  small  boys  with  only  a  handful 
of  guinea  corn  still  in  the  head,  and  they  added  it  to  the 
already  large  pile  on  the  platform.  Following  them 
were  several  old  widows  with  small  gourds  of  corn.  It 
seemed  as  if  Jesus  must  be  at  the  place  of  offering  the 
same  as  in  days  of  old,  and  that  he  would  express  ap- 
preciation for  the  gifts  with  the  same  words  with  which 
he  recognized  the  widow's  mite.  As  I  offered  my  own 
gift  humbly,  my  heart  was  filled  with  a  sense  of  fellow- 
ship with  the  whole  Christian  world.  The  total  offering 
at  Garkida,  including  money  and  corn  offered  by  the 
African  Christians  and  the  gifts  of  the  white  staff,  was 
£17,  19  shillings,  1  pence.  ;, 
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The  Lepers'  Service 

On  Christmas  afternoon  the  lepers  held  their  service. 
They  also  had  an  overflow  crowd.  They  interpreted  the 
Christmas  message  as  they  felt  it  and  understood  it, 
and  we  rejoiced  with  them  at  the  joy  and  peace  that 
the  Christ  Child  has  brought  to  the  lepers.  The  bring- 
ing of  their  gifts  was  very  beautiful  and  touching.  Many 
brought  money,  but  many  also  brought  corn.  A  few 
brought  peanuts.  It  was  touching  to  see  them  coming 
up  the  aisle — men,  women  and  children,  the  old  and  the 
young,  the  blind  and  the  lame.  The  ravages  of  leprosy 
were  very  marked  on  the  faces  and  bodies  of  the  ma- 
jority of  them;  yet  their  faces  were  radiantly  happy  in 
Christ.  The  guinea  corn  was  piled  high  on  the  plat- 
form; the  money  lay  all  over  the  table;  the  prayer  of 
thanksgiving  was  offered  and  the  audience  left  the 
church.  But  that  was  not  the  end.  Something  had  hap- 
pened in  our  hearts. 

The  Lepers  Gave  to  Others  the  Gift  Given  to  Them 

Every  year  the  American  Mission  to  Lepers  sends  a 
gift  of  fifty  dollars  to  be  divided  among  the  lepers  as  a 
Christmas  gift.  After  they  heard  of  the  great  need  in 
Europe,  they  decided  unanimously  to  give  that  gift  as 
part  of  their  Christmas  offering  to  the  air  raid  refu- 
gees in  England.  That  made  their  total  gift  £14,  10  shill- 
ings, 3  pence. 

Just  one  more  item  about  the  leper  work.  Fifty- 
eight  lepers  are  asking  for  baptism  now,  and  seventy 
have  asked  to  take  the  covenant.  The  growth  of  the 
church  there  is  most  encouraging. 

The  Missionary  Gift 

As  a  missionary  group,  we  also  tried  to  bring  cheer  to 
our  Danish  missionary  friends  who  are  cut  off  from 
their  country  and  their  people.  We  sent  them  a  sub- 
stantial check  as  well  as  several  baskets  filled  with  gifts 
of  groceries,  wearing  apparel  and  household  linens.  We 
could  not  go  shopping  for  gifts,  but  we  shared  the  new 
things  we  happened  to  have  on  hand. 

Our  Christmas  Dinner 

Our  own  celebration  was  a  Christmas  dinner  at  the 
Heckman  home  on  Christmas  Eve.  We  had  a  good  din- 
ner and  good  fellowship.  We  remembered  you  in  our 
conversation  and  had  fellowship  with  you  too. 


Heart  Throbs 

COMPILED  BY  H.  SPENSER  MINNICH 

"Our  church  is  not  strong  in  giving  to  missions.  This 
is  why  I  am  sending  my  own  offering  in  individually.  I 
want  the  church  to  see  what  individuals  can  do  and  I 
trust  the  church  will  do  more  for  relief  work.  I  am 
trying  to  start  the  offering  with  my  gift  of  $10." 

"Am  sending  $5  in  memory  of  my  companion.  God 
still  supplies  my  needs  and  I  am  glad  to  do  my  bit. 
What  an  opportunity  for  the  church  to  stand  out  as  a 
bright  and  shining  light!  With  the  war  clouds  hanging 
over  us,  we  can  still  sing  that  beautiful  hymn,  My  Faith 
Looks  Up  to  Thee." 

"A  teacher  of  a  ladies'  Bible  class  in  Virginia  begged 
of  the  class  not  to  give  her  a  Christmas  present,  as  was 
their  custom,  but  instead  that  they  should  give  to  world- 
wide needs.  The  class  gave  her  the  money,  giving  her 
the  choice  of  placing  it  where  it  should  go.  She  added 
to  it  and  sent  it  in  for  world-wide  missions." 


'The  Surrey.  North  Dakota,  Sunday  school  has  just 
remitted  its  annual  birthday  money  and  by  the  tone  of 
the  letter  we  are  sure  the  members  there  enjoy  their 
birthday  giving." 

"I  do  not  live  close  to  the  post  office  so  I  send  this 
money,  $5,  in  a  letter,  hoping  it  will  be  all  right.  I  am 
seventy-seven  years  old,  almost  entirely  blind,  able 
to  do  scarcely  any  work.  I  give  this  money  very  cheer- 
fully." 

■  ♦  ■ 

The  Conscientious  Objector  and  the 
Selective  Service  Act 

BY  PAUL  H.   BOWMAN 
Director  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

REGISTRANTS,    PLEASE    READ    CAREFULLY 

There  has  been  some  confusion  as  to  the  exact  regu- 
lations applying  to  the  conscientious  objector  under  the 
Selective  Service  Act  and  the  exact  procedure  the  con- 
scientious objector  should  follow  in  establishing  his 
claim.  In  the  following  paragraphs  we  will  try  to  out- 
line clearly  just  what  the  regulations  are  in  respect  to 
the  conscientious  objector  and  just  what  procedure  he 
should  follow. 

A  general  questionnaire  is  sent  out  by  the  local  draft 
board  to  a  number  of  men  in  preparation  for  having 
men  ready  to  fill  quotas  assigned  to  them  by  the  Se- 
lective Service  Department  for  the  army.  These  ques- 
tionnaires are  sent  out  according  to  the  local  order  num- 
bers. On  this  questionnaire  in  Series  X  there  are  two 
boxes  in  which  the  conscientious  objector  may  register 
his  objections.  He  may  check  one  box  indicating  that 
he  is  opposed  to  combatant  military  service,  or  he  may 
check  two  boxes  indicating  that  he  is  also  opposed  to 
noncombatant  military  service. 

When  a  conscientious  objector  receives  this  general 
questionnaire  he  should  go  to  his  local  draft  board  at 
once  and  ask  for  Form  47,  a  special  form  in  which  the 
conscientious  objector  can  establish  his  claim.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Selective  Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill,  para- 
graph 363,  "A  registrant  who  claims  to  be  a  conscien- 
tious objector  shall  offer  information  in  substantiation 
of  his  claim  on  a  special  form  [Form  47]  which  when 
filed  shall  become  a  part  of  his  questionnaire.  The  local 
board,  upon  request,  shall  furnish  any  person  claiming 
to  be  a  conscientious  objector,  a  copy  of  such  special 
form."  This  form  should  be  filled  out  by  every  one 
even  though  there  are  other  grounds  for  deferment. 
According  to  the  Selective  Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill, 
paragraph  333,  "No  classification  is  permanent.  The  de- 
ferment of  any  registrant  is  subject  to  termination 
whenever  the  basis  for  such  deferment  ceases  to  exist. 
.  .  .  The  registrant  may  also  be  reclassified  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  as  a  result  of  any  changes  in  the  rules 
and  regulations  under  the  Selective  Training  and  Serv- 
ice Act."  Your  pastor  or  some  one  else  may  assist  you 
in  filling  out  this  form,  but  this  should  be  indicated  at 
the  end  of  the  questionnaire.  Form  47  must  be  on  file 
with  your  general  questionnaire. 

In  classifying  the  conscientious  objector,  from  the  Se- 
lective Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill,  paragraph  363,  "In 
the  case  of  any  registrant  who  claims  to  be  a  conscien- 
tious objector  the  local  board  shall  proceed  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  to  classify  him  upon  all  other  grounds  of 
deferment  and  shall  investigate  and  pass  upon  his  claim 
as  a  conscientious  objector  only  if,  after  physical  exam- 
ination but  for  such  claim,  he  would  have  been  placed  in 
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Class  I-A,  Class  I-B,  Class  I-D,  or  Class  I-E."  Thus,  for 
example,  conscientious  objectors  with  dependents  would 
be  placed  in  Class  III  rather  than  in  IV-E  or  I-A-O. 
Remember,  if  you  are  placed  in  Class  IV-E  you  will 
serve  a  year  in  camp.  If  you  have  dependents  and  are 
placed  in  Class  IV-E,  you  will  have  to  go  to  camp  for 
a  year  unless  you  appeal  your  case  and  get  classified 
correctly. 

The  meaning  of  the  different  classifications  is  as  fol- 
lows (from  Selective  Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill,  para- 
graph 328): 

I-A  Available;  fit  for  general  military  service. 

I-B  Available;  fit  only  for  limited  military  service. 

I-C  Member  of  land  or  naval  forces  of  United  States. 

I-D  Student  fit  for  general  military  service;  available 
not  later  than  July  1,  1941. 

I-E  Student  fit  only  for  limited  military  service; 
available  not  later  than  July  1,  1941. 

II-A  Man  necessary  in  his  civilian  activity. 

III-A  Man  with  dependents. 

IV-A  Man  who  has  completed  service. 

IV-B  Official  deferred  by  law. 

IV-C  Nondeclarant  alien. 

IV-D  Minister  of  religion  or  divinity  student. 

IV-E  Conscientious  objector  available  only  for  ci- 
vilian work  of  national  importance. 

IV-F  Physically,  mentally,  or  morally  unfit. 

If  a  man  is  conscientiously  opposed  to  combatant 
service  only,  an  "O"  is  placed  after  his  classification.  He 
can  be  classed  as  I-A-O,  I-B-O,  I-D-O  or  I-E-O.  If  a 
man  would  otherwise  have  been  placed  in  Class  I-D  or 
Class  I-E  if  he  were  not  conscientiously  opposed  to  com- 
batant and  noncombatant  service,  he  is  classified  as  IV- 
E-S.    The  "S"  indicates  that  he  is  a  student. 

Several  draft  boards  have  ruled  that  persons  claiming 
exemption  from  both  combatant  and  noncombatant 
military  service,  but  who  were  working  for  companies 
that  were  producing  orders  for  the  defense  program 
were  not  sincere.  This  position  did  not  seem  consistent 
to  them.  In  claiming  classification  in  Class  IV-E  be 
sure  that  you  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  both  com- 
batant and  noncombatant  military  service.  (This  does 
not  infer  that  the  above  men  were  not  conscientious, 
but  it  is  a  danger  to  be  watched.) 

In  case  a  local  board  places  a  conscientious  objector 
in  Class  I-A,  I-B,  or  in  some  other  class  which  seems 
to  be  irregular,  except  Classes  II-A  and  III-A  from 
which  there  can  be  no  appeal,  the  draftees  should  with- 
in five  days  from  the  day  after  the  notification  of  clas- 
sification was  mailed  to  him  request  in  writing  the  op- 
portunity to  review  his  case  in  person  before  his  local 
draft  board.  At  this  hearing  "he  may  discuss  his  classi- 
fication, may  point  out  the  class  or  classes  in  which  he 
thinks  he  should  have  been  placed,  and  may  direct  at- 
tention to  any  information  in  his  file  which  he  believes 
it  has  not  given  sufficient  weight.  The  registrant  may 
not  introduce  any  new  evidence  not  already  contained 
in  his  file  unless  the  board  members  consent.  However, 
if  the  registrant  claims  there  is  any  false  or  misleading 
information  in  his  file,  he  may  introduce  evidence  sup- 
porting such.  Such  evidence  must  be  in  writing  in  the 
form  of  documents,  affidavits,  or  depositions  and  shall 
be  included  in  and  made  a  part  of  his  file.  The  affi- 
davits or  depositions  should  be  as  concise  as  possible 


under  the  circumstances.  After  such  an  appearance  the 
local  board  will  mail  the  registrant  a  different  classifica- 
tion or  a  continuance  of  classification"  according  to  the 
Selective  Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill,  paragraph  369. 
Be  sure  that  all  statements  made  before  the  local  draft 
board  are  honest  and  sincere.  Discuss  your  position 
with  them  frankly  for  they  are  human,  and  many  of 
them  are  sympathetic  once  they  understand  our  posi- 
tion. 

If  the  local  board  has  refused  to  reclassify  a  regis- 
trant, within  five  days  from  the  day  after  the  notifica- 
tion of  continuation  of  classification  was  mailed,  appeal 
should  be  made.  If  the  registrant  does  not  hear  from 
his  draft  board  within  two  or  three  days  after  the  hear- 
ing, go  back  to  them  and  check  on  what  action  they 
have  taken  because  the  time  limit  within  which  appeals 
must  be  made  is  very  important.  To  appeal  his  case 
a  registrant  should  go  to  his  local  draft  board  and  on 
the  back  of  his  general  questionnaire  (Form  40)  fill  out 
the  section  entitled  Appeal  to  Board  of  Appeal.  The 
local  board  will  then  turn  his  file  of  data  over  to  the 
appeal  board  for  consideration.  Upon  receipt  of  this 
appeal  the  appeal  board  turns  the  case  over  to  the  De- 
partment of  Justice.  The  Department  of  Justice  makes 
an  investigation  and  then  makes  a  recommendation  as 
to  whether  the  decision  of  the  local  board  should  be 
sustained  or  changed  in  accordance  with  the  registrant's 
request.  The  appeal  board  considers  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Justice  but  is  not  bound  to 
follow  it.  The  appeal  board  then  turns  its  decision  over 
to  the  local  board  and  they  inform  the  registrant  of  the 
action  of  the  appeal  board.  No  man  can  be  inducted  in- 
to any  kind  of  service  while  his  case  is  being  considered 
by  the  appeal  board. 

Those  men  entering  noncombatant  service  will  receive 
all  instructions  through  the  local  board  and  will  be  in- 
ducted into  the  army.  They  will  then  be  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  army. 

After  the  registrant  has  been  placed  in  Class  IV-E  he 
is  ready  for  induction  into  civilian  service.  When  the 
registrant's  number  is  ready  to  be  called,  he  will  receive 
a  questionnaire  from  the  National  Service  Board  for 
Religious  Objectors,  which  is  the  organization  of  the 
Brethren,  Quakers,  Mennonites,  and  has  been  joined  by 
the  Methodists,  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  Fellow- 
ship of  Reconciliation  and  a  few  other  groups  for  ad- 
ministering this  program.  From  this  questionnaire  it 
will  be  determined  what  camp  the  registrant  will  be 
sent  to.  He  will  receive  this  instruction  with  a  rail- 
road or  bus  ticket  to  the  camp  and  provision  for  meals 
en  route  to  camp  from  his  local  draft  board.  When  the 
boy  enters  camp,  he  will  be  given  another  physical  ex- 
amination, just  as  the  boy  entering  the  army  is  ex- 
amined at  his  induction  center.  His  term  of  service  is 
exactly  equal  to  that  of  the  draftee  in  the  army. 

As  yet  there  has  been  no  provision  made  so  that  a 
conscientious  objector  can  volunteer  for  civilian  serv- 
ice as  a  draftee  may  volunteer  for  army  service  so  that 
the  term  of  service  can  be  served  out  at  once. 

If  in  any  case  a  local  draft  board  has  proceeded  in  a 
manner  which  seems  to  be  irregular  to  the  procedure 
outlined  above,  please  report  this  situation  to  Dr.  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  337  North  Carolina  Avenue,  S.  E.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  once.  Give  the  name,  number,  and  ad- 
dress of  the  draft  board  with  all  facts  pertinent  to  the* 
situation  which  has  seemed  irregular. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 

PREPARATION  FOR 
CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP 

Easter  Poster 

This  beautiful  poster  entitled  Son, 
Your  Church  Is  Your  Friend,  is  particu- 
larly appropriate  for  the  Easter  season. 
Each  church  may  receive  one  copy  free 
of  charge  by  ordering  it  from  the  General 
Boards,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 
Additional  copies  may  be  ordered  at  5c 
each.  Your  local  missionary  committee 
may  have  already  received  the  free 
copy  for  your  church.  Please  avoid 
duplication  of  orders  for  free  copies. 


Preparatory  Classes  for  Church  Membership* 

By  L.   Avery   Fleming 
General  Secretary  Board  of  Christian  Education 

Introduction 

There  is  general  agreement  that  the  preparation  of 
prospective  members  for  church  membership  is  of  vital 
importance  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Something 
needs  to  be  done,  both  before  and  after  active  commit- 
ment to  Christ  through  the  agency  of  the  church.  All 
too  often  new  members  are  brought  into  the  church 
without  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian  and  a  member  of  the  church. 
New  converts  are  frequently  left  to  shift  for  themselves, 
to  "sink  or  swim."  If  appreciation  for,  and  loyalty  to 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  to  be  developed  and  en- 
larged the  church  must  accept  responsibility  for  de- 
veloping a  "feeling  of  belongingness"  on  the  part  of 
each  member  of  the  church.  This  involves  recognition, 
participation,  love  and  friendship  and  intelligent  un- 
derstanding of  church  history,  beliefs  and  aims,  as  well 
as  a  growing  appreciation  of  one's  share  in  the  whole 
program  of  the  church. 

What  Are  the  Purposes  of  Preparatory  Classes? 

Preparatory  classes  for  church  membership  should 
not  be  confused  with  classes  for  the  newly  baptized.  A 
method  of  evangelism  which  depends  upon  revivals  is 
more  favorable  to  classes  for  new  converts  than  to  pre- 
paratory classes;  however,  the  value  of  classes  for  the 
newly  baptized  is  realized.  Alexander  Mack  insisted 
upon  the  principle  that  one  should  "count  the  cost"  and 


•The  writer  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  Robert  L. 
Stickler's  thesis  entitled  Preparing  for  Church  Membership  for 
much  of  the  material  in  this  article.  An  excellent  summary  of 
the  thesis  appears  in  Schwarzenau,  Volume  II,  pp.  97-152.  A 
copy  of  this  volume  may  be  secured  from  the  Alexander  Mack 
Historical  Society,  3435  Van   Buren   Street,   Chicago.     Price,  35c. 


be  prepared  before  taking  the  important  step  of  church 
membership.  The  preparatory  class  may  be  the  means 
to  a  fuller  realization  of  the  principle.  Such  classes  are 
not  ends  in  themselves,  but  only  a  means  to  a  more  in- 
telligent and  complete  commitment  to  Christ  and  the 
program  of  the  church.  It  is  important  to  emphasize 
the  word  preparatory  and  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
there  is  nothing  final  in  the  procedure. 

While  the  chief  aim  and  purpose  of  a  preparatory 
class  for  church  membership  may  appear  to  be  self-evi- 
dent, the  following  statements  of  ministers  show  variety 
in  the  listing  of  objectives: 

1.  To  give  a  broad  basis  for  religious  life  and  experi- 
ence. 

2.  To  help  prospective  members  of  the  church  to  learn 
the  requirements  of  discipleship  and  Christian  living. 

3.  To  provide  historical  and  doctrinal  background 
leading  to  a  more  intelligent  acceptance  of  church  mem- 
bership. 

4.  To  acquaint  the  applicant  with  the  aim  and  pur- 
pose of  Christ  and  the  church. 

5.  To  cultivate  a  love,  loyalty  and  devotion  for  Christ 
and  the  church. 

6.  To  prepare  for  joyful,  active  participation  and  cre- 
ative service. 

What  Practices  Have  Been  Followed  in  Conducting 
Preparatory  Classes? 

The  summary  which  follows  includes  the  reports  of  a 
number  of  ministers  who  have  had  actual  experience 
with  preparatory  classes  for  church  membership. 

1.  The  Name  of  Class,  and  the  Ages  Included.  The 
two  names  most  frequently  mentioned  were  Pastor's 
Training  Class  and  Preparatory  Class  for  Church  Mem- 
bership. The  problem  of  age  is  usually  solved  by  in- 
cluding regularly  in  the  class  those  of  Junior  or  Inter- 
mediate age  and  by  enrolling  all  others  who  are  willing. 
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2.  Number  and  Length  of  Class  Sessions.  The  num- 
ber of  sessions  ranges  from  two  to  twenty-seven  per 
year.  In  most  instances  there  is  one  session  per  week. 
A  full  hour  of  instruction  was  provided  in  most  of  the 
sessions. 

3.  Time  of  Meeting.  The  majority  of  ministers  hold 
their  class  sessions  during  the  pre-Easter  or  Lenten  sea- 
son. Day,  time,  and  season  are  worked  out  to  suit  the 
local  conditions. 

4.  Place  of  Meeting.  The  church  is  the  usual  place 
of  class  meetings,  although  the  pastor's  home  or  study 
is  sometimes  used. 

5.  How  Class  Members  Are  Enlisted.  Persons  are 
brought  into  the  class  through  the  following  means: 

a.  Public  announcements  and  personal  invitations. 

b.  The  church  school. 

(1)  On  Decision  Day. 

(2)  From   the   Junior   and   Intermediate   depart- 
ments. 

(3)  From  the  regular  Intermediate  class. 

(4)  Graduates  of  the  Junior  department. 

c.  Conferences  with  prospective  members  and  their 
parents. 

d.  Evangelistic   meetings,   including   the   applicants 
for  baptism. 

6.  Courses  of  Study.  Most  of  the  ministers  prepare 
their  own  courses.  When  prepared  courses  of  Brethren 
origin  have  been  used,  the  following  materials  were 
utilized:  Doctrines  and  Devotion,  by  Kurtz,  Blough, 
and  Ellis;  Finding  the  Way  (Graded  Lesson  Series  for 
Juniors),  by  Edith  Barnes;  Preparing  for  Church  Mem- 
bership, by  J.  D.  Reber;  and  What  a  Young  Christian 
Ought  to  Know,  by  Nyce.  Other  helpful  materials  of 
Brethren  origin  include  New  Testament  Doctrines,  by 
J.  H.  Moore;  The  Rite  of  Baptism,  by  William  Kinsey; 
The  Meaning  of  Church  Membership,  by  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man; The  Covenant  of  Church  Membership,  by  A.  B. 
Miller,  and  pamphlets  and  tracts  on  peace,  temperance, 
etc.  Materials  from  sources  other  than  our  own  de- 
nomination include  The  Duties  of  a  Church  Member  to 
the  Church,  by  Eliot  Porter,  and  Conversations  With  a 
Training  Class,  by  Edward  Cross. 

The  most  complete  prepared  course  of  study  designed 
for  the  use  of  preparatory  classes  is  the  book  entitled 
Preparing  for  Church  Membership,  by  Jesse  D.  Reber, 
pastor  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  book  has  been  used  for 
some  time  and  is  available  through  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House. 

7.  The  Major  Items  in  the  Courses.  Reber's  course  has 
the  following  four  main  divisions:  Fundamental  Doc- 
trines, The  Way,  The  Bible,  and  The  Church.  In  gen- 
eral, most  of  the  courses  include  the  three  major  items 
of  What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Christian,  What  It  Means  to 
Unite  With  the  Church,  and  What  it  Means  to  Be  a 
Member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

8.  Methods  of  Teaching.  A  combination  of  teaching 
methods  is  used;  however,  discussions  and  the  question 
and  answer  methods  were  most  commonly  employed. 

9.  Plans  for  Follow-up  Work.  Many  ministers  make 
no  planned  effort  to  conserve  the  work  of  the  prepara- 
tory class,  although  the  following  follow-up  work  is 
done  by  some  ministers: 

(a)  An  impressive  baptismal  service. 

(b)  Giving  a  printed  booklet  to  each  member  of  the 
class. 


(c)  Conducting   a   special   class   for   the   newly   bap- 
tized. 

(d)  Planning  a  reception  and  social  for  new  members. 

(e)  Enrolling  class  members  in  the  Sunday  school. 

(f)  Giving  each  member  some  special  work  to  do. 

(g)  Giving  special  sermons  for  new  members. 

(h)  Providing  special  pastoral  care  for  new  members, 
(i)  Urging  new  members  to  attend  church  regularly 

and  take  part  in  church  work, 
(j)  Providing  warm  and  personal  group  fellowship, 
(k)  Asking  older  members  to  take  special  interest  in 

the  new  members. 
(1)  Seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  home  and  parents, 
(m)  Providing  special  opportunities  for  growth,  such 

as  training  schools,  camps,  and  conferences, 
(n)  Urging  new  members  to  live  Christian  lives  daily. 

What  Difficulties  Confront  Teachers  of  Preparatory 
Classes? 

Those  who  conduct  preparatory  classes  for  church 
membership  face  the  difficulties  which  are  common  to 
most  classes.  The  lack  of  well-prepared  courses,  attend- 
ance problems,  conflicting  work  of  the  public  schools, 
inadequate  evaluation  of  the  work,  heavy  ministerial  du- 
ties, and  inadequate  student  background  work  are  some 
of  the  more  important  obstacles  to  be  overcome.  Those 
who  have  tried  to  conduct  such  classes  usually  agree 
that  none  of  the  difficulties  are  wholly  insurmountable, 
and  that  the  results  justified  the  efforts. 


Receiving  Members  Into  the  Church 

By   Raymond  R.   Peters 
Director  of  Young  People's  Work 

"Fortunate  is  the  church  that  is  constantly  receiving 
new  members.  New  members  should  feel  that  they  are 
to  be  a  part  of  a  friendly,  happy  fellowship  of  sincere 
followers  of  Christ.  The  minister  is  the  shepherd  of 
souls  and  is  anxious  to  learn  of  the  spiritual  condition 
of  all  who  seek  membership  in  the  congregation.  He 
will  tactfully  discover  the  applicant's  sincerity,  his 
knowledge  of  and  faith  in  the  gospel;  his  desire  to  for- 
sake sin  and  to  be  obedient  to  the  Word  of  God,  as  un- 
derstood and  interpreted  by  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  will  give  such  instruction  as  seems  necessary." — 
Brethren  Minister's  Manual,  p.  122. 

There  is  a  growing  feeling  among  our  leaders  that 
more  care  should  be  given  to  instructing  applicants  for 
baptism.  Our  peace  program  has  brought  this  need  to 
light  in  recent  years.  Did  you  promise  that  you  would 
not  go  to  war  or  learn  the  art  of  war  when  you  joined 
the  church?  Investigation  has  shown  that  there  is  not 
a  wholly  uniform  practice  at  this  point  in  our  church. 

The  dramatic  baptismal  experience  should  be  one  of 
meaningful  worship  and  dedication.  The  burden  of  this 
service  is  on  the  minister.  Where  at  all  possible  classes 
should  be  conducted  for  prospective  members  and  new 
converts.  The  effectiveness  of  this  work  will  determine 
somewhat  the  procedure  in  receiving  members.  The 
minister  should  have  a  personal  interview  with  each  ap- 
plicant and  discuss  the  significance  of  this  new  experi- 
ence into  which  he  is  entering.  The  principles  of  the 
church  should  be  explained.  Part  of  Matthew  Eighteen 
is  usually  read.  At  this  point  the  matter  of  peace,  non- 
violence and  reconciliation  should  be  discussed. 

At  the  time  of  baptism  the  applicant  is  asked  to  an- 
swer   in    the    affirmative   three    questions.     The    older 
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Brethren  asked  these  questions  while  the  applicant  was 
kneeling  in  the  water,  but  it  seems  best  to  ask  them  be- 
fore entering  the  water  when  the  applicant  is  more 
composed.  The  questions  should  be  put  in  meaningful 
terms  for  the  applicant.  The  questions  are  stated  in  two 
different  forms  in  the  Brethren  Minister's  Manual.  One 
form  is: 

(a)  Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  is  God's  Son  and  do  you 
receive  him  and  trust  him  as  your  Savior? 

(b)  Do  you  turn  away  from  all  sin  and  will  you  en- 
deavor by  God's  grace  to  live  according  to  the  exam- 
ple and  teachings  of  Jesus? 

(c)  Will  you  be  loyal  to  the  church,  upholding  her  by 
your  prayers  and  your  presence,  your  substance  and 
your  service? 

Every  minister  should  have  the  new  Minister's  Man- 
ual. Many  helpful  suggestions  are  given  for  the  church 
program.  Order  from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 
Price,  35  cents. 


Effective  Methods  in  Evangelism 

By  Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmesville,  Nebraska 
To  reach  folks,  we  of  today  must  have  a  different  ap- 
proach from  the  old  evangelistic  method  alone.  Less 
than  one  half  the  population  of  the  United  States  makes 
any  claim  to  being  Christian,  less  than  one  half  of  this 
one  half  are  Protestant,  and  only  one  half  of  this  one 
fourth  attend  church.  Thus  seven  eighths  of  our  people 
have  no  sound,  workable  religion — and  the  only  way  to 
reach  them  with  the  message  is  to  take  it  to  them. 

The  most  important  task  for  every  pastor  is  to  put 
the  sincere  Christian  personalities  in  his  church  to  work 
to  win  those  outside  the  church.  An  effective  way  to 
do  this  is  as  follows:  A  group  of  men,  hand-picked  by 
the  pastor,  elder  and  evangelistic  committee,  consecrate 
themselves  through  prayer  and  a  period  of  intensive 
training  to  win  souls.  Before  the  campaign  is  launched 
an  appeal  is  made  from  the  pulpit  for  the  prayers  of  the 
church.  Then  prospect  cards  are  placed  in  the  hands 
of  each  team.  Two  by  two  the  teams  go  out  into  the 
homes  of  those  who  have  not  decided  for  Christ.  The 
persons  composing  the  teams  are  asked  to  be  natural 
and  to  let  Christ  speak  through  their  personalities.  Be- 
fore entering  a  home,  each  team  pauses  for  a  moment 
to  offer  a  silent  prayer;  then  the  members  go  into  the 
home  and  press  their  message  immediately,  being  direct, 
courteous,  and  persistent. 

Those  who  accept  Christ  are  placed  in  training  class- 
es at  once,  if  possible,  and  a  thorough  indoctrination  is 
done  before  baptism. 

This  method  does  something  very  positive  to  the 
church  members,  especially  to  those  who  took  part  in 
the  campaign.  They  take  a  very  special  interest  in 
those  they  have  won,  feeling  it  their  duty  to  do  their 
part  in  keeping  the  new  converts  coming  to  church 
after  baptism.  Thus  the  converts  are  not  tied  just  to 
the  pastor,  but  more  especially  to  the  church  and  the 
more  permanent  residents  of  the  community  who  won 
them.  Following  the  campaign  a  series  of  sermons  is 
preached,  covering  the  great  doctrines  of  the  church  for 
the  instruction  of  the  new  members. 

(The  above  is  a  summarized  report  of  a  forum  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  at  the  McPherson  Regional  Con- 
ference, Feb.  24  to  28,  1941.) 


Personal  Counseling  in  Preparation  for  Church 
Membership 

By  D.  D.   Funderburg 
Director  of  Adult  Work 

It  is  often  well  for  the  pastor  and  elder  to  have  a  per- 
sonal interview  with  each  prospective  member.  This 
is  especially  desirable,  if  not  necessary,  where  the  per- 
son has  not  been  in  the  preparatory  class. 

The  interview  in  most  cases  need  not  be  lengthy.  Its 
main  purpose  is  to  help  the  pastor  and  the  new  member 
to  get  acquainted  with  each  other  and  with  the  new 
venture  under  contemplation.  Every  effort  should  be 
made  to  cause  each  to  feel  at  ease  in  order  that  freedom 
and  frankness  might  prevail. 

Before  this  personal  conversation  is  finished  the  min- 
ister should  know  something  of  the  life  history  of  the 
prospective  church  member.  This  should  be  done  cau- 
tiously, and  without  much  writing  of  data,  so  as  to  avoid 
the  embarrassment  which  may  defeat  the  purpose.  Such 
an  occasion  furnishes  a  fine  opportunity  for  frank  fac- 
ing of  any  weaknesses  or  moral  wrong.  Confession 
would  not  be  out  of  place  if  confession  is  needed.  The 
attitude  of  the  counselor  will  help  or  hinder  at  this 
point.  He  must  not  act  surprised  at  any  information 
which  he  may  get,  but  be  careful  to  point  the  way  out 
of  any  difficulty. 

Here  also  is  the  place  to  discover  the  motive  which 
the  prospective  member  may  have  for  wanting  to  join 
the  church.  Fear,  sense  of  duty,  imitation  of  others, 
conviction  of  sin,  desire  to  serve,  spiritual  satisfaction, 
abundant  living,  eternal  life — these  are  some  of  the 
most  common  motives.  The  wrong  motives  should  be 
replaced  by  others,  and  the  good  ones  should  be 
strengthened,  if  possible. 

Any  problems  likely  to  arise  in  the  prospect's  family 
or  among  his  or  her  associates  may  be  considered  in  this 
interview  and  plans  may  be  set  up  to  meet  them.  Any 
uncertainty  in  the  mind  of  the  prospective  member  as 
to  the  ideals  and  work  of  the  church  and  the  meaning 
of  church  membership  should  be  discovered  and  dealt 
with. 

Having  this  information,  the  pastor  can  build  a  pro- 
gram by  which  this  person's  needs,  together  with  others, 
may  be  met. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

The  Marks  of  a  Christian 
Part  VIII.    Participation  in  the  Kingdom 

Scripture:    Luke  14:  15-24;  Matt.  22:  10-14 
Sunday,  March  30 
I.  Why  Are  We  Interested  in  This  Problem? 

1.  Widespread  indifference  to  the  call  of  Christ  is  hin- 
dering the  progress  of  the  kingdom. 

2.  Many  people  today  put  farms,  merchandise,  and  af- 
fections ahead  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
eousness, only  to  be  disappointed  in  results. 

3.  The  kingdom  of  God,  through  Christ,  offers  a  feast 
of  good  things  such  as  help,  guidance,  companionship, 
victory  over  self,  power  over  evil,  peace,  joy,  faith, 
hope,  love,  and  the  abundant  life,  which  humanity  needs 
so  badly  just  now. 

4.  Some  persons  join  the  church  but  never  conform  to 
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Christ's  way  of  living.     These  greatly  hinder  the  prog- 
ress of  the  kingdom  and  must  be  dealt  with. 

II.  What  Can  Be  Done  to  Get  Greater  Participation? 

1.  Study  Luke  14:  15-24,  and  note: 

(a)  That  it  is  not  enough  to  say  nice  things  about 
Christ  and  his  work — as  the  Pharisee  did  (verse  15). 

(b)  That  Christ  delights  to  speak  of  his  kingdom  as  a 
feast,  denoting  joy.  It  is  life  in  abundance.  Maybe 
Christian  people  have  failed  to  sound  this  note  clearly 
and  continually  (verse  16). 

(c)  That  in  verses  18  to  20  the  excuses  offered  for 
nonparticipation  were  all  legitimate  interests  when  in 
their  place.  But  their  place  is  second  place,  not  first 
(Matt.  6:33). 

(d)  That  Christ's  kingdom  on  earth  will  have  sub- 
jects even  though  many  who  are  favored  by  wealth  and 
opportunities  refuse.  Men  of  God  have  frequently  come 
from  the  ranks  of  the  physically  afflicted,  the  poor,  the 
uneducated,  the  less  prominent  races  (verses  21-24). 

2.  Study  Matt.  22:  10-14,  and  note: 

(a)  That  one  person  came  to  the  feast  but  would  not 
conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  king.  This  nonparticipa- 
tion caused  him  to  lose  the  joy  and  the  blessing  offered 
by  the  king  and  he  was  placed  where  he  really  belonged. 

(b)  That  each  person  by  his  own  deliberate  choice  to 
co-operate  determines  whether  or  not  he  is  chosen  by 
Christ  (verse  14). 

(c)  That  activity  and  participation,  not  mere  presence 
in  the  group,  are  necessary  to  keep  one  in  the  light  and 
joy  of  Christ. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do  in  Our  Church— 

1.  To  help  church  members  conform  more  fully  to  the 
will  of  Christ? 

2.  To  decrease  the  number  of  church  members  on  the 
inactive  list? 

3.  To  enlist  more  people  in  the  work  of  Christ  and  his 
church? 

4.  To  help  all  put  Christ's  kingdom  and  his  righteous- 
ness first? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Southern  Ohio  Winter  Conference 

The  Southern  Ohio  women  held  their  annual  winter 
conference  at  the  Salem  church  Feb.  22.  Approximate- 
ly 750  women  were  present  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  the 
day's  meeting.  Sister  Minnie  Bright,  our  China  mis- 
sionary, conducted  worship.  After  the  business  session, 
greetings  from  the  men's  conference  were  brought  by 
Ray  Porter. 

Bro.  Ellis  Studebaker,  administrator  of  Bethany  Hos- 
pital, brought  words  of  encouragement  and  spoke  of  the 
church's  responsibility  in  the  ministry  of  healing.  Mrs. 
Dininger  gave  an  impressive  Bible  reading,  Their  Treas- 
ure, which  was  very  timely  and  fitting. 

Both  forenoon  and  afternoon  messages  were  brought 
by  Anna  Beahm  Mow,  returned  India  missionary.  Her 
morning  theme  was  The  Armor  of  God,  and  in  the 
afternoon  we  appreciated  the  stories  of  her  beloved 
native  Christian  friends  who  have  been  so  faithful  and 
devoted  and  who  have  lived  exemplarily  for  the  Christ 
they  have  been  taught  to  love.  Southern  Ohio  women 
will  long  remember  Mrs.  Mow  for  her  sweet  personality 


and  the  heart-searching  messages  she  brought  us.  Sev- 
eral special  musical  numbers  were  given  by  the  Gratis 
and  Salem  churches. 

Two  offerings  were  lifted:  one  for  relief  and  camp 
work,  the  other  for  missions.  They  amounted  to  $325.09. 
We  were  happy  to  have  several  visitors  from  other 
districts. 

Gettysburg,  Ohio.  Mrs.  J.  Q.  Neher. 


Eating  Together 

Wide  experience  in  many  phases  of  church  work  indi- 
cates that  one  of  the  most  effective  means  for  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  the  workers  is  to  eat  together  fre- 
quently. This  applies  to  small  boards  or  committees, 
workers'  conferences  or  whole  congregations.  And  this 
means  is  equally  effective  whether  the  group  is  con- 
cerned with  the  affairs  of  a  single  congregation,  the 
entire  brotherhood,  or  with  interdenominational  matters 
of  wide  import.  After  association  in  this  manner  for 
some  time  a  homogeneity  of  the  group  is  attained  which 
cannot  be  secured  in  any  other  fashion. 

When  one  is  eating  there  is  a  tendency  to  relax  men- 
tally so  that  things  which  seemed  almost  a  life  and 
death  matter  become  much  less  serious,  and  one  can 
look  at  problems  in  a  more  objective  fashion.  In  this 
way  personal  feelings,  stubbornness,  prejudice,  and  oth- 
er common  traits  of  human  nature  are  minimized  to  the 
extent  that  they  no  longer  obscure  thoughtful  consid- 
eration of  the  problem  in  hand.  Another  result  I  have 
observed  is  that  discrimination  between  principle  and 
method  seems  to  become  easier,  which  is  a  great  gain, 
because  in  my  experience  confusion  on  this  point  is  per- 
haps the  most  common  cause  of  disputes. 

It  has  also  been  my  experience  that  the  wisest  plan  is 
for  the  organization  to  bear  the  cost  of  the  meals.  At 
first  sight  this  seems  out  of  place  in  a  charitable  or- 
ganization, for  it  looks  as  if  those  responsible  for  its 
conduct  are  consuming  the  means  by  which  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  institution  is  attained.  Then,  too,  many 
groups  seemingly  are  not  in  a  position  to  do  this;  but 
nevertheless  two  things  are  accomplished  by  this  pro- 
cedure. In  the  first  place,  those  who  might  be  too  poor 
to  afford  the  cost  of  such  meals  can  come  and  receive 
the  benefit  of  this  type  of  association.  In  the  second 
place,  the  contributions  of  the  board  and  committee 
members  invariably  increase  so  that,  aside  from  the  effi- 
ciency gained  by  this  method,  there  is  also  a  gain  in 
dollars  and  cents — if  it  is  necessary  to  consider  that. 

On  the  whole  churches  and  other  noncommercial  or- 
ganizations spend  too  little  for  promotion.  Commercial 
and  worldly  groups  long  ago  learned  and  took  advan- 
tage of  traits  of  human  nature  to  advance  their  cause. 
Men  and  women  do  not  change  their  basic  natures  when 
they  become  Christians,  for  that  process  merely  adds  a 
superstructure,  so  to  speak,  and  sets  objectives  that  go 
beyond  worldly  goals.  None  the  less,  men  are  still  men 
and  many  of  the  methods  of  the  world  can  and  must  be 
brought  into  the  working  of  the  church  to  bring  about 
the  highest  efficiency.  The  only  precaution  is  that  care 
must  be  exercised  to  select  those  that  are  moral  and 
ethical  in  all  respects. 

Jesus  frequently  ate  with  people  of  all  sorts,  so  much 
so  that  it  attracted  the  attention  of  his  opponents.  Some 
of  the  most  precious  truths  are  found  expressed  in  the 
conversations  that  took  place  around  the  table.    In  com- 
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munities  where  it  is  common  practice  for  people  to  eat 
together  often,  a  better  civic  spirit  is  apparent.  In  our 
denomination  we  still  have  our  love  feast  supper.  Un- 
fortunately like  all  other  church  practices  this  tends  to 
become  a  mere  symbol,  but  its  primary  intent  is  to  pro- 
duce that  solidarity,  that  sense  of  brotherhood,  which 
comes  best  by  eating  together. 
Washington,  D.  C.  Chas.  E.  Resser. 


Solemn  Thoughts  in  These  Times 

We  hear  much  about  war  in  the  papers,  on  the  air 
and  on  the  street,  and  what  we  hear  serves  to  depress 
us.  Yet  we  should  be  thankful  that  we  were  born  in  a 
free  country,  not  free  from  sin,  but  we  are  free  to  serve 
our  God  as  we  desire.  How  very  grateful  we  should  be 
for  this  privilege!  How  much  do  we  really  appreciate 
our  liberty?  Perhaps  we  shall  never  know  what  bless- 
ings are  ours  until  our  liberties  are  taken  from  us.  We 
are  glad  we  were  born  in  America,  a  free  country,  but 
because  we  were,  much  will  be  required  of  us.  Why 
have  so  many  grown  cold?  Why  is  there  so  much  in- 
difference among  church  members?  Is  it  lack  of  inter- 
est? Is  it  seeking  after  the  things  of  the  world  which 
do  not  satisfy?  There  is  so  much  distress  of  nations, 
suffering  and  calamities  in  other  countries.  Unfor- 
tunately, these  seem  to  be  headed  our  way. 

We  have  been  blessed,  sheltered,  and  fed  above  what 
we  deserve.  We  should  fall  upon  our  knees  and  cry  for 
mercy.  We  may  wait  until  we  are  caught  in  the  rapids 
like  foolish  children  shouting  and  laughing  at  their  play 
on  the  river,  not  knowing  their  boat  has  already  been 
caught  in  the  rapids,  and  is  relentlessly  being  swept 
toward  the  falls.  Are  we  doing  all  in  our  power  for 
peace  in  the  home,  peace  in  the  church,  peace  in  our 
country?     God  pity  and  bless  us. 

Lord,  we  have  peace  and  plenty. 
What  could  we  ask  for  more? 
When  nations  all  are  perishing, 
Lord,  keep  us  out  of  war. 

Middlebury,  Ind.  Orpha  Mishler. 


Myrtle  Elizabeth  Henricks  Alexander 

Myrtle  Elizabeth  Henricks,  daughter  of  Elisha  E.  and  Hattie 
Pearl  Henricks,  was  born  April  8,  1892,  near  Cerro  Gordo,  111., 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  La  Place  on  Nov.  4,  1940. 

She  was  aged  48  years,  6 
months  and  27  days.  On  Dec. 
22,  1909,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Arthur  J.  Alexander. 
To  this  union  were  born  five 
children:  Melvin,  who  resides 
at  Westville,  111.;  Mrs.  lone 
Marshall  of  Mattoon,  111.;  Van- 
nis  and  Mervin  who  are  at 
home;  a  son  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Besides  her  mother, 
husband  and  four  children,  she 
leaves  four  brothers:  Eldo  of 
Mount  Morris,  111.;  Herbert  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.;  Glen  of  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  Charles  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.  There  are  three 
grandchildren  and  a  host  of 
other  relatives  and  friends. 
Her  father  preceded  her  in 
death  in  1915,  also  an  infant 
brother. 

She  had  lived  in  La  Place  for 
a  little  over  forty  years.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
the  dedication  of  her  talents  in  music,  teaching  and  other  activi- 
ties is  a  living  testimony  to  her  joy  in  Christian  service.  Al- 
though not  in  good  health  for  many  years,  she  was  a  faithful 
attendant  at  church  services.  Her  love  for  her  Master  and  for 
others  was  always  expressed  in  sacrificial  service  and  devotion 
to    her    home,    family,    church    and     community.      Her    philos- 


ophy of  life  might  well  be  expressed  in  the  words  of  Paul,  when 
he  said,  "For  me  to  live  is  Christ;  and  to  die  is  gain." 

Thus  closes  the  earthly  career  of  a  Christian  mother,  but 
that  life  now  unfolds  in  all  its  richness,  completeness  and  per- 
fection as  she  goes  to  be  with  her  Savior. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Geo.  W.  Miller,  assisted 
by  James  Claytor  in  La  Place.  Burial  was  in  the  La  Place  cem- 
etery. 

Cerro   Gordo,    111.  Geo.    W.   Miller. 


Lozier  Golden  Wedding 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  1,  Brother  and  Sister  Lawrence  Lozier  had 
as  their  supper  guests  their  children  and  grandchildren  to  help 
celebrate  their  golden  wedding.  Twenty-seven  in  all  gathered 
in  the  home  where  they  have  lived  for  twenty-nine  years  near 
Warsaw,    Ind. 

Owing    to    the    ill-health    of   Bro.    Lozier,    the    church    did    not 


plan  special  services  at  the  morning  service  on  Feb.  2.  Their 
dinner  guests  were  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Lozier.  The  pastor  of  the  North  Winona  church,  Bro.  R.  C. 
Wenger,   and   his   wife   were    dinner   guests. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  from  two  until  four  the  Loziers  held 
open  house   to  receive  their  relatives,   friends   and   neighbors. 

Brother  and  Sister  Lozier  have  been  members  of  the  North 
Winona  congregation  since  1933.  Before  that  time  they  were 
affiliated  with  other  churches.  However,  their  three  sons  united 
with  the  church  while  young  in  years. 

Bro.  Lozier  is  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  Sister  Lozier  is 
sixty-nine. 

They  have  five  living  children:  Mrs.  Roy  Anderson  who  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Warsaw;  Iva,  at  home; 
Harry,  Ernest  and  Cecil,  living  near  home.  All  have  contributed 
much   to   the   North   Winona    church. 

Brother  and  Sister  Lozier  and  family  are  greatly  loved  and 
respected  in  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

Pierceton,    Ind.  Mrs.   Alma   E.    Hanawalt. 


In  Memory  of  Hazel  Cunningham 

Hazel  Lloyd  Davis  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  Oct.  3,  1886. 
In  1904  she,  with  her  mother,  a  sister  and  two  brothers,  came  to 
Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  for  her  mother's  health.  They  expected  to  re- 
turn in  one  year,  but  instead  she  was  married  inside  of  thirteen 
months  to  J.  Ernest  Cunningham.  They  lived  at  Santa  Ana 
three  and  a  half  years,  and  here  two  sons  came  into  their  home. 
They  moved  into  Tulare  County,  near  Lindsay,  in  1908,  and, 
quoting  Bro.  Cunningham,  "Where  the  Dunkers  afterward  came. 
What  I  could  say  about  those  folks  would  take  a  whole  paper. 
They  manifested  a  spirit  of  love  and  helpfulness  toward  folks, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  church,  which  was  almost  irresistible. 
We  had  no  church  home,  so  went  in  with  them  in  1916."  They 
were  soon  called  into  the  deacon's  office.  While  in  this  com- 
munity two  daughters  came  into  their  family,  the  elder  one 
living  only  three  and  one-half  years.  They  moved  to  Oakley, 
Calif.,  in  1926,  where  they  have  lived  since.  Since  they  have 
lived  at  Oakley  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  boys  of  college  age 
have  worked  with  and  made  their  home  with  the  Cunninghams. 
One  of  these  boys  said  recently  of  Sister  Cunningham  that  she 
was  a  real  friend  to  every  boy  who  had  lived  there,  and  almost 
a  mother  to  most  of  them. 

Her  outstanding  characteristics  of  unselfishness,  love  for  her 
family,  love  for  and  interest  in  missions  and  young  preachers 
caused  all  who  knew  her  to  love   her.     Sister   Hazel   took  seri- 
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ously  ill  while  taking  part  in  the  Sunday  evening  services  in  the 
Methodist  church  in  Antioch,  which  is  near  their  home,  and 
where  they  have  had  an  active  part  in  church  work,  and  was 
taken  to  a  hospital  in  San  Francisco  the  next  day,  Nov.  4,  1940, 
where  she  remained  a  little  over  six  weeks.  She  was  then  al- 
lowed to  go  home  for  three  weeks.  Her  condition  became  worse 
and  she  was  again  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  passed  away 
in  a  few  hours  on  Jan.  7,  1941.  Memorial  services  were  held  at 
the  Methodist  church   in  Antioch   on  Jan.   11. 

She  leaves  her  husband,  J.  Ernest  Cunningham,  who  says,  "I 
am  trying  not  to  feel  too  sorry  for  myself,  but  rather  being 
thankful  for  the  unselfish  love  and  companionship  of  a  mighty 
fine  woman  for  over  thirty-five  years."  She  leaves  two  sons — 
Dr.  E.  Lloyd,  missionary  in  China,  and  Edward  of  Weiser,  Idaho; 
one  daughter — Mrs.  Ida  Beth  Yoder,  of  Lodi,  Calif.  There  are 
two  grandchildren.  Also  surviving  are  her  mother,  a  sister,  two 
brothers,   and   two  half   sisters. 


Oakland,  Calif. 


Ivy  Walter. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Myers-Baum. — Paul  M.  Myers  and  Myrtle  C.  Baum,  both  of 
Carlisle,  by  the  undersigned  in  the  parsonage  at  Carlisle,  on 
Feb.  15,  1941.— H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Shrider-Bollman. — By  the  groom's  pastor,  in  the  Wakarusa 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Ind.,  Sept.  1,  1940,  Paul  F.  Shrider  and 
Violet  Bollman.— J.  D.  Zigler,  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Werner-Little. — Maurice  Werner  and  Shirley  Jean  Little,  both 
of  Astoria,  111.,  in  the  Astoria  church  parsonage,  by  the  under- 
signed,  their  pastor,  Feb.   14,    1941. — Lester  E.   Fike,   Astoria,  111. 

Wise-Gnagy. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Lindsay  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Lindsay,  Calif.,  Jan.  25,  1941,  Andrew  J.  Wise, 
Minburn,  Iowa,  and  M.  Florine  Gnagy,  Lindsay,  Calif. — D.  C. 
Gnagy,   Lindsay,    Calif. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Bowers,  Darius  M.,  son  of  Adam  and  Catherine  Bowers,  was 
born  at  Dunkirk,  Ohio,  March  30,  1871.  He  died  Feb.  13,  1941, 
at  Lima,  Ohio,  after  a  serious  illness  of  about  five  months.  He 
was  baptized  in  the  Lima  church  in  October  1904.  In  December 
of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  served  faithfully  until  his  last  illness.  On 
Nov.  17,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Bradford. 
To  this  happy  union  eight  children  were  born,  four  of  them 
preceding  him  in  death.  For  ten  years  he  was  in  failing  health, 
and  unable  to  attend  church  services  during  the  last  five  months. 
He  suffered  much,  but  was  uncomplaining.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  writer  at  the  Lima  church,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer,  and  at  the  Eagle  Creek  church 
by  Bro.  Anglemyer,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in 
the   Eagle   Creek   cemetery. — Charles   E.    Zunkel,   Lima,   Ohio. 

Bridenbaugh,  Sarah  Anna,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  Baker, 
was  born  June  30,  1851,  and  died  Jan.  29,  1941.  She  lived  her 
entire  life  in  Monroe  Township,  Darke  County,  Ohio.  She  was 
the  mother  of  twelve  children.  Her  husband  and  three  children 
preceded  her  in  death.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  a  loving  mother  and 
grandmother,  and  a  good  neighbor,  always  ready  to  help  those 
who  were  less  fortunate  than  she.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
all  who  knew  her.  Surviving  are  nine  children,  forty-four 
grandchildren,  fifty-seven  great-grandchildren,  and  twenty 
great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Pitsburg  church  by  Bro.  Chas.  L.  Flory,  a  former  pastor,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Walter  Swinger.  Interment  was  in  the  Mote  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  J.  W.  Eikenberry,  Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Burris,  William,  was  born  near  Dundee,  Ohio,  Aug.  24,  1856, 
and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  New  Philadelphia,  Feb.  18,  1941. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  New 
Philadelphia  in  1916.  He  is  survived  by  his  faithful  companion  of 
more  than  fifty-three  years,  four  daughters,  one  son,  nine 
grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  church  in  New  Philadelphia  by  the  under- 
signed, and  burial  was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery. — A.  H.  Mil- 
ler, New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Clough,  Henry,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Ruth  Ann  Clough,  was 
born  at  Ogden,  Mich.,  Oct.  11,  1876,  and  died  at  the  Wauseon 
hospital,  Feb.  23,  1941.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Martha 
Guernsey  Clough,  one  daughter  and  four  sons.  The  funeral 
service  in  the  home  was  conducted  by  Bro.  James  A.  Guthrie. 
Burial  was  in  Amboy  cemetery. — Gertrude  Guthrie,  Metamora, 
Ohio. 

Coffman,  David  H.,  the  youngest  and  the  last  one  of  seven 
children  of  David  and  Susan  Holsopple  Coffman,  was  born 
Sept.  25,  1865,  and  died  Feb.  18,  1941.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Adella  Wieand  (sister  of  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand),  Oct.  4, 
1888.     To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  sur- 


vive. Ten  grandchildren  also  survive.  Sister  Coffman  died 
June  25,  1906.  On  April  8,  1909,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Emma  Keck,  who  also  preceded  him  in  death.  In  his  early  years 
he  united  with  the  Wooster  (Paradise)  church.  Services  were 
conducted  by  Pastor  W.  D.  Fisher,  and  burial  was  in  the 
Wooster  (Paradise)  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Ivan  Moomaw, 
Wooster,    Ohio. 

Cook,  John  William,  son  of  Cyrus  and  Elizabeth  Cook,  died 
Dec.  20,  1940,  at  his  home  in  Tyrone,  Pa.  He  had  been  seri- 
ously ill  for  six  months  preceding  his  death.  He  was  born  near 
Bendersville,  Pa.  On  Aug.  28,  1937,  he  was  married  to  Sister 
Sara  A.  Adams,  who  survives,  along  with  one  sister,  a  half  sister 
and  a  half  brother.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  by 
the  undersigned,  and  burial  was  in  the  Grandview  cemetery. — 
John   R.   Snyder,   Tyrone,   Pa. 

DeLauter,  Bessie,  wife  of  Bro.  Ira  DeLauter,  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  near  Myersville,  Md.,  on  Feb.  4,  1941.  She 
was  born  Sept.  28,  1886.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Grossnickle 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  three 
daughters,  one  son  and  one  grandson.  The  funeral  service  was 
conducted  by  Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple  in  the  Grossnickle  church,  and 
interment  was  in  the  Grossnickle  cemetery. — Pauline  DeLauter, 
Smithsburg,    Md. 

Fazenbaker,  John,  born  and  reared  in  the  Maple  Grove  con- 
gregation, died  at  his  home  near  Engles  Mill,  Md.,  Jan.  16, 
aged  88  years.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  during  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  Funeral  services 
at  the  Bethesda  church  were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  cemetery  near  the  church. — J.  C.  Beahm, 
Grantsville,    Md. 

Fike,  Julia,  who  had  been  ill  for  some  time,  died  Feb.  26,  1941, 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Meyersdale.  Sister  Fike  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  June  14,  1853,  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
and  Catherine  Fair  Moser.  She  is  survived  by  eight  children. 
She  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband,  Levi  Martz,  having 
died  many  years  ago.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  Miller 
home  by  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  and  interment  was  in  the 
near-by   Union   cemetery. — W.   A.    Shoemaker,   Meyersdale,   Pa. 

Foor,  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Chapman  Bunting, 
was  born  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  Sept.  17,  1849,  and  died  at  her 
home  at  Ogden,  Mich.,  Feb.  4,  1941.  She  was  married  to  Samuel 
Foor  in  1876.  To  this  union  four  children  were  born.  The  hus- 
band and  two  children  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Methodist  church,  Metamora,  Ohio,  in 
charge  of  Bro.  James  A.  Guthrie.  Burial  was  in  the  Amboy 
cemetery. — Gertrude    E.     Guthrie,    Metamora,    Ohio. 

Furgerson,  the  infant  daughter  of  Clarence  and  Pauline  Furger- 
son,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  George 
Waters,  Morenci,  Mich.,  Feb.  20,  1941.  Funeral  services  in  the 
home  were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie.  Burial  was  in  the 
Morenci  cemetery. — Gertrude  E.  Guthrie,  Metamora,  Ohio. 

Gault,  William  A.,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Akens  Gault, 
was  born  Nov.  18,  1854,  and  died  Jan.  26,  1941,  after  several 
years  of  failing  health.  On  Oct.  25,  1881,  he  was  wedded  to  Lil- 
lian Irene  Ryland,  who  survives  him  together  with  seven  chil- 
dren, twenty-one  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Oct.  24, 
1914,  and  remained  faithful  unto  death.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  T.  S.  Moherman. 
Interment  was  in  the  Dickey  cemetery. — C.  A.  Helm,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

Gnagey,  Orpha  L.,  aged  42,  wife  of  Bro.  Edgar  William  Gnagey 
of  Summit  Township,  died  Feb.  23,  1941,  following  an  extended 
illness.  Sister  Gnagey  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  J. 
and  Elizabeth  Meyers.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  and  willing 
worker  in  the  local  Church  of  the  Brethren,  as  well  as  active  in 
social  and  civic  projects  in  the  community.  Besides  her  hus- 
band, one  son  and  two  brothers  survive.  The  funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  with  interment  in 
the  Union  cemetery. — W.  A.   Shoemaker,   Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Hardy,  Ida  May  Woomer,  died  Jan.  27,  1941,  at  her  home  in  the 
Mountain  Orchard  community,  aged  79  years,  3  months  and  24 
days.  Her  husband  died  May  20,  1928.  She  is  survived  by  four 
daughters  and  two  sons.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  many  years  ago.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the  Glass 
funeral  parlors,  with  the  undersigned  in  charge.  Burial  was  in 
the  Baughman  cemetery. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Headly,  James,  was  born  in  1872,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1941,  at  the 
Wauseon  hospital.  There  remain  -his  wife  and  one  daughter. 
The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie  at  the 
Beil  and  Malone  funeral  home.  Burial  was  in  the  Amboy  ceme- 
tery.— Gertrude    Guthrie,    Metamora,    Ohio. 

Keller,  Minnie  Jane,  daughter  of  Martin  and  Sadie  Meyers, 
was  born  Feb.  14,  1884,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Sabetha,  Kans., 
Feb.  16,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ivan  Keller,  March 
2,  1909.  To  them  two  children  were  born.  She  united  with  the 
church  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  remained  true  and  faithful 
to  her  trust.  The  survivors  are  her  husband,  two  daughters, 
three  sisters  and  two  brothers.  Services  were  held  at  the  church 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie  of  Morrill.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Sabetha  cemetery. — LeRoy  Sell,  Sabetha,  Kans. 

Krisher,  Thomas  Elie,  son  of  John  and  Catharine  Cline  Krisher, 
died  very  suddenly  at  his  home  near  Vail,  Pa.,  Feb.  4,  1941.  He 
was  born  at  Maseppa,  Minn.,  March  3,  1880.     He  was  married  to 
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Anna  E.  Nail  of  Riggles  Gap,  Pa.,  June  20,  1906.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  one  daughter,  four  grandchildren,  two  brothers  and 
four  sisters.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  many  years.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the  Tyrone  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  A. 
Wayne  Carr  of  the  Juniata  Park  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
Antis  cemetery,  near  Altoona. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Laird,  Mrs.  Nannie  Lingle,  daughter  of  Nancy  Burden,  died 
in  her  apartment  in  Tyrone,  Dec.  24,  1940.  She  was  near  seventy 
years  of  age.  About  fifty  years  ago  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  George  W.  Laird,  who  died  Jan.  13,  1939.  She  is  survived  by 
three  sons,  three  daughters,  nine  grandchildren  and  one  great- 
grandchild. She  was  a  member  of  the  Tyrone  Pentecostal 
church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned 
at  the  Glass  funeral  parlors.  Burial  was  in  the  East  Lawn  cem- 
etery.— John  R.   Snyder,   Tyrone,   Pa. 

McKinley,  Maude  Ellen,  daughter  of  Jerry  and  Mary  Bran- 
son, was  born  Jan.  17,  1887,  in  Delaware  County,  Ind.,  where  she 
lived  all  her  life.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  C. 
McKinley,  Nov.  30,  1907.  To  this  union  were  born  one  son,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  two  daughters.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Antioch.  Feb.  28,  1938.  She  died  Jan.  15,  1941, 
at  the  Ball  hospital  in  Muncie  from  a  heart  attack,  after  what 
was  thought  to  be  a  successful  operation  for  the  removal  of  a 
goiter.  Besides  the  husband  and  two  daughters  she  is  survived 
by  two  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Antioch  church  in  charge  of  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ira  T.  Hiatt. — Mrs.  Andrew  Ritchie, 
Muncie,   Ind. 

Miller,  Albert,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  John  H.  Miller,  was 
born  near  Milledgeville,  111.,  May  10,  1870,  and  died  Jan.  21,  1941. 
At  the  age  of  three  years  his  parents  moved  to  Waterloo.  Iowa, 
where  they  lived  for  twelve  years  before  moving  into  Nebraska. 
There  they  lived  until  1907,  and  then  located  in  Morrill,  Kans. 
He  was  a  decorator  by  trade.  His  passing  came  very  suddenly. 
At  Morrill  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  Sep- 
tember 1929  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Effie  Pearl  Kidwell. 
Their  companionship  was  of  short  duration  but  richly  lived  with 
a  beautiful  afterglow  of  pleasant  memories.  Surviving  are  his 
-wife  and  one  sister.  Services  at  the  Morrill  church  were  in 
charge  of  Bro.  J.  D.  Kemper  of  the  Brethren  Church,  the  pastor 
being  confined  to  his  home  by  illness.  Interment  was  in  the 
Morrill  cemetery. — W.  A.  Kinzie,  Morrill,  Kans. 

Miller,  Harold  Alvin,  the  only  child  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Charles  Miller,  was  born  Feb.  6,  1909,  near  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  and 
died  Feb.  14,  1941.  On  June  2,  1924,  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  was  ever  ready  for  many  tasks  his  hands 
found  to  do  in  the  Sunday  school  and  the  church,  and  in  the 
young  people's  department.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the 
church  and  community  and  most  of  all  by  his  parents.  He 
was  a  talented  musician.  He  graduated  from  Monroe  Township 
High  School  in  May  1929.  He  was  much  interested  in  school 
activities  and  was  a  member  of  the  school  orchestra.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  home,  conducted  by  Bro.  Walter 
Swinger,  with  interment  in  the  Motes  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs. 
J    W.  Eikenberry,  Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Moherman,  Solomon  F.,  only  son  of  Albert  A.  and  Florence 
Workman  Moherman,  was  born  July  1,  1880,  and  died  Feb.  11, 
1941,  after  a  short  illness  of  pneumonia.  Bro.  Moherman,  owner 
and  manager  of  the  Moherman  Nurseries,  was  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  patrons.  Though 
characteristically  quiet  and  unassuming,  he  was  a  keen  thinker 
and  had  fine  judgment.  He  was  a  member  of  many  social  and 
civic  organizations  designed  for  the  promotion  of  the  better 
things  of  life.  On  Dec.  1,  1894,  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  He  loved  his  church  and  gave  liberally  of  his  time 
and  means  for  the  advancement  of  its  various  activities.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  cemetery  board  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  his  father,  now  in  his  ninetieth  year,  and 
his  stepmother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Bro.  T.  S.  Moherman,  uncle  of  the  deceased. 
Interment  was  in  the  Dickey  cemetery. — C.  A.  Helm,  Ashland, 
Ohio. 

Morningstar.  Sarah  Edith,  wife  of  Wilson  Morningstar,  died 
Dec.  25,  1940,  at  her  home  near  Foraker,  Ind.  She  had  been  ill 
six  weeks  of  a  spinal  infection,  following  an  operation.  She  was 
born  April  23,  1893,  on  a  farm  near  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  late  Eld.  Irvin  and  Susan  Burns.  Sister  Morn- 
ingstar was  a  modest,  devoted  Christian,  one  who  loved  to  be 
doing  something  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  others.  She  and 
her  husband  were  always  at  the  house  of  worship  on  the  Lord's 
Day.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Union  Center  church. 
Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — H.  A.  Claybaugh, 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Poling,  Mary  Cathrine,  was  born  June  21.  1860,  and  died  Dec. 
15,  1940.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Louise  Huffman 
Shahan,  and  married  Martin  Luther  Poling  in  1880.  In  later 
years  she  made  her  home  with  her  children  and  grandchildren. 
She  and  her  husband  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  1889.  She  loved  the  church  and  her  Lord.  Her  suffering 
before  death  was  of  only  three  days'  duration.  Surviving  are 
four  children,  forty  grandchildren,  fifty-one  great-grandchildren 
and  seven  great-great-grandchildren,  four  brothers  and  four 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Knottsville 
church  by  Gordon  Withers,  and  interment  was  in  the  Knotts- 
ville cemetery.— D.  F.   Hines,   Independence,  W,  Va, 


Price,  David  Henry,  died  at  his  home  in  Birmingham,  Pa.,  Oct. 
24,  1940,  aged  53  years,  7  months  and  14  days.  He  was  born  near 
Orbisonia,  Pa.,  a  son  of  Harrison  and  Mary  Ellen  Price.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Householder,  Sept.  4,  1910,  at 
Alexandria,  Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  a 
granddaughter,  two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Tyrone  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  home  in  charge  of  the  undersigned.  Burial 
was  in  the  Birmingham  cemetery. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone, 
Pa. 

Renfro,  Calpuna  Rebecka,  departed  this  life  on  Jan.  24,  1941. 
The  daughter  of  Christian  and  Margaret  Nininger,  she  was  born 
in  Cedar  County,  Mo.,  March  17,  1860.  Her  marriage  to  William 
Renfro  took  place  on  Nov.  8,  1877,  in  Jefferson  County,  Kans. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  preceded 
her  in  death.  Her  husband,  three  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty- 
two  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grandchildren  survive.  She 
moved  to  the  Indian  Territory  in  1888,  and  lived  near  Big  Cabin, 
Okla.,  for  the  last  fifty  years.  She  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1906,  and  was  a  faithful  member  until  her  death. 
She  enjoyed  a  good  sermon,  good  singing  and  most  of  all  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Baptist 
church  at  Big  Cabin,  and  interment  was  in  the  Big  Cabin  ceme- 
tery.— Etta  Skinner  and  Anna  Gray,  Big  Cabin,  Okla. 

Sell,  Gene,  infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Sell  of  Elk 
Lick  Township,  Pa.,  died  at  the  home  of  his  parents  near 
Compt's  Mill,  Jan.  26,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Bethesda  church  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery 
near   the   church.— J.   C.   Beahm,   Grantsville,   Md. 

Whilmer,  David,  passed  away  Jan.  21,  1941,  aged  80  years.  6 
months  and  2  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  over  fifty  years,  serving  the  New  Dale  church  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  deacon,  and  delegate  to  district 
conference.  Surviving  are  two  daughters,  two  sons  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  at  the  New  Dale  church  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  J.  C.  Kohne,  assisted  by  Bro.  L.  H.  Miller. — Mrs. 
J.  C.  Kohne,  Mathias,  W.  Va. 

Wisenbaugh,  Harry,  was  born  at  Walkerton,  Ind.,  Dec.  31,  1883, 
and  died  Feb.  7,  1941,  after  a  sudden  heart  attack.  He  was 
married  to  Hazel  Kessler,  May  21,  1935.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1936.  Surviving  are  the  widow,  one 
daughter,  two  sons  by  a  former  marriage,  five  grandchildren, 
four  stepchildren  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  at  the 
North  Liberty  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  conducted  by  Eld. 
Edward  Stump,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Walk- 
erton cemetery. — Ervin  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 


'^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Paradise. — We  have  bought  a  beautiful  lot  in  the  pines.  Plans 
are  being  made  to  erect  this  summer  a  little  church  which  will 
be  named  Pine  Grove.  In  1938  Bro.  Edwin  Howard  of  Mont- 
gomery Creek  gave  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  a  building 
fund;  this  has  been  partly  used  in  the  purchase  of  a  piano,  song- 
books,  chairs  and  some  other  things.  Sister  June  Yearout  of 
Sunnyside,  Wash.,  will  hold  revival  meetings  for  us  in  June. 
Our  church  and  Sunday  school  are  growing  and  we  have  a 
splendid  group  of  young  people  with  a  very  interesting  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  They  presented  a  play  at  the  Codora  circuit  meeting  in 
December  and  in  Chico  in  January.  New  members  are  moving 
in  and  others  are  making  inquiries. — Mrs.  Alma  Zinia  Sheley, 
Paradise,  Calif.,  Feb.  21. 

Reedley. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  David  Studebaker,  and  bride  of  a 
week,  arrived  Feb.  1  to  begin  their  work.  At  a  reception  held 
for  them  on  Feb.  7  a  gift  for  their  home  was  presented.  The 
deputation  team  from  La  Verne  College  gave  us  a  program  on 
Jan.  20.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  our  missionary  society  a  re- 
turned missionary  of  the  Mennonite  Church  gave  an  interesting 
talk,  after  which  we  packed  a  large  bag  of  clothing  for  the 
Chinese  sufferers.  We  sent  it  by  way  of  Oakland.  Last  Sunday 
we  took  an  Achievement  Offering  of  $22.29. — Mrs.  Anna  V.  Ram- 
sey, Reedley,  Calif.,  Feb.  22. 

Florida 

Clay  County. — At  the  election  for  reorganization  Bro.  H.  B. 
Layman  was  made  elder;  Bro.  D.  E.  Baxley,  Jr.,  treasurer;  Sis- 
ter Mable  Jenkins,  clerk;  Bro.  Harold  Jenkins.  Sunday-school 
superintendent;  Bro.  T.  E.  Jenkins,  Messenger  agent;  the  writer. 
Messenger  correspondent.  A  new  flue  has  been  built  to  the 
church.  On  Dec.  14  thirty-two  members  enjoyed  the  commun- 
ion service  at  which  Bro.  Manley  Deeter  of  Syracuse,  Ind.,  offi- 
ciated. Bro.  Deeter  has  spent  most  of  the  autumn  and  winter 
helping  in  the  work  at  this  place  and  in  the  establishment  of 
services  in  Jacksonville.  This  move  divides  our  attendance  but 
is  thought  to  be  best  for  the  cause.  Though  few  in  number  we 
are  trying  to  meet  the  challenge.  On  Feb.  16  an  afternoon 
service  was  held  in  the  interest  of  the  Selective  Service  draftees, 
at  which  time  the  town  group  was  represented  and  funds  for  our 
first  quota  were  raised. — Mrs.  L.  E.  Green.  Doctors  Inlet,  Fla., 
Feb.  21. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — Five  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  the 
rite  being  performed  by  Pastor  M.  S.  Frantz.    Plans  are  under 
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way  for  a  pre-Easter  evangelistic  service.  Men's  work  and 
women's  work  have  agreed  to  do  personal  calling  in  connection 
with  the  meetings.  One  of  our  active  workers.  Sister  Lola 
Jacobs,  died  yesterday.  Bro.  Robert  Orr  and  Bro.  Howard  H. 
Keim  are  able  to  attend  services  again,  the  latter  having  recov- 
ered from  two  major  surgical  operations.  William  H.  Keim  has 
been  confined  to  his  home  for  six  months  with  heart  trouble, 
but  is  showing  improvement.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  S.  Cline 
recently  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary. — Stanley 
B.   Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho,  Feb.  23. 

Illinois 
Decatur. — At  the  father  and  son  banquet  held  on  Dec.  10  Don 
Lash,  champion  long-distance  runner,  was  the  principal  speaker. 
A  new  organization  of  men's  work  was  completed  at  this  meet- 
ing, making  Lawrence  Seitz  president.  Our  Christmas  program 
was  given  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  22,  the  pageant  being  directed 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Deck.  A  watch  night  service  was  sponsored 
by  the  different  departments.  During  the  holidays  the  daugh- 
ters gave  a  tea  for  the  mothers  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Arvel  Landes. 
Prayer  services  were  held  in  the  various  homes  preceding  our 
evangelistic  meetings.  Bro.  Ray  Shank  was  the  evangelist,  and 
Sister  Nellie  Bechtelheimer  directed  the  music.  Their  fine 
inspiration  will  be  of  lasting  benefit.  Five  were  baptized  as  a 
result  of  these  meetings.  We  are  very  well  pleased  with  our 
new  financial  plan.  During  the  last  quarter  there  were  204 
using  envelopes;  therefore,  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  giving 
is  being  received  in  envelopes.  At  present  the  men  are  redec- 
orating the  interior  of  the  church.  During  February  and  March 
we  are  co-operating  in  an  attendance  contest  with  the  Spring- 
field church.  The  points  are  based  on  attendance  and  punctual- 
ity at  Sunday  school  and  morning  worship.  Soon  after  inter- 
mediate camp  an  intermediate  department  was  organized.  It 
is  growing  in  numbers  and  in  service,  and  has  group  meetings 
each  Sunday  evening. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Metzger,  Decatur,  111.,  March  1. 

Indiana 

Bremen. — Our  church  was  without  a  pastor  from  June  1  to 
Oct.  16.  On  this  latter  date  Brother  and  Sister  W.  D.  Keller  of 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  came  to  take  up  the  pastoral  work.  Since 
there  was  no  vacant  house  available,  we  purchased  the  prop- 
erty adjoining  the  church.  After  the  ladies  of  the  church 
cleaned  and  papered  the  house  Brother  and  Sister  Keller  moved 
their  furniture  in  on  Dec.  1.  The  young  people  of  the  Nappanee 
church,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Emmert,  gave  an  impressive 
missionary  play  on  Nov.  24.  Our  communion  service  was  held 
on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  1,  with  Eld.  John  Metzler  in  charge. 
On  Dec.  8  Bro.  John  D.  Frederick  of  the  district  ministerial 
board  conducted  the  service  installing  Brother  and  Sister  Keller 
in  the  pastorate.  The  Christmas  programs  were  given  on  Dec.  22 
by  the  children  in  the  morning  and  the  young  people  in  the 
evening.  Bro.  John  Metzler,  district  educational  secretary,  was 
with  us  for  two  evenings  to  show  stereopticon  views  of  the  work 
of  the  churches  in  the  district.  On  the  second  evening  a  fel- 
lowship meal  accompanied  the  service.  Revival  services  were 
held  from  Jan.  19  to  Feb.  2  with  our  pastor  in  charge.  Nine 
were  baptized;  two  had  previously  received  the  rite.  The  church 
gave  a  food  shower  for  Brother  and  Sister  Keller  on  the   occa- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La   Verne,    Calif.,   June    18-24. 

DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  April  23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  April  16,  17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Northwestern — Fostoria, 
March  20. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — (To  be 
located),    April   30,    May    1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,    April    8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,   April    17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April  16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,   April   18,    19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April    23-25. 


LOVE   FEASTS 
California 

April   18,   Waterford. 
Indiana 

April   10,   Rock   Run. 
April    11.    7:30    pm,    West    Ma- 
rion. 

Maryland 

April  10,  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 
Ohio 

April    13,    Canton,   Maple   Ave- 
nue. 

Pennsylvania 

April  10,  Mount  Joy. 
April   10,   Waynesboro. 
April   13,   Coventry. 
April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 
April  13,  Windber. 
May    11,    Germantown. 

May      25,      Lower      Conevvago, 
Bermudian    house. 

Virginia 

April  13,  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April  28,   Cloverdale. 
Washington 

April  11,  Ellisforde. 


sion  of  their  wedding  anniversary  and  Bro.  Keller's  birthday.  On 
Feb.  16  Bro.  David  Metzler  and  Bro.  John  Frederick  explained 
the  work  of  the  churches  in  behalf  of  our  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. Bro.  Keller  has  announced  pre-Easter  services  on  the 
general  theme,  The  Christ  of  Prophecy.  Special  services  for  the 
young  people  will  be  held  in  the  evening.  These  meetings  will 
conclude  with  the  cantata.  The  Garden  of  Joseph. — Mrs.  Arthur 
Keller,  Bremen,  Ind.,  Feb.  27. 

Michigan  City. — Mary  Schaeffer  was  here  to  tell  of  the  mission 
work  in  China.  Before  Christmas  women's  work  and  men's 
work  held  a  bazaar  at  Emanuel  Gorden's  home.  After  the  re- 
vival meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Ray  Zook  of  Flora,  two  were 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  In  December  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  gave  a  play.  Peace  I  Give  Unto  You,  and  later  presented 
it  at  the  Buchanan  church.  At  the  Sunday  evening  services 
from  Jan.  12  to  Feb.  16  groups  studied  the  countries  where  our 
mission  fields  are  located.  A  study  was  also  made  of  mission 
work  in  the  United  States.  The  study  was  climaxed  by  the 
coming  of  Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  on  Feb.  16.  Fifty-four  were 
present  at  the  afternoon  meeting  when  the  local  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
sponsored  a  joint  meeting  with  the  young  people  of  the  La  Porte 
and  Buchanan  churches.  In  an  informal  meeting  Bro.  Brubaker 
answered  questions  about  China.  In  the  evening  when  he 
showed  pictures  of  the  missionaries  at  work  in  China  there  was 
an  attendance  of  155.  On  Jan.  11  Bro.  W.  G.  McFadden  started 
a  class  in  Preparing  for  Church  Membership,  with  nineteen  in 
the  class.  On  Feb.  23  Bro.  David  Landis  of  Batavia,  111.,  visiting 
friends  here,  gave  us  the  evening  message.  The  Civilian  Public 
Service  program  has  been  recently  organized  in  our  church  and 
is  receiving  good  support.  Bro.  Alva  Wood  is  the  promotional 
secretary.  Attendance  and  interest  are  steadily  growing. — 
Dorothea  McNew,  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  Feb.  26. 

New  Paris. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  in  December  we 
received  two  members  by  letter.  Our  children  and  young  peo- 
ple gave  a  very  well  prepared  Christmas  program.  Bro.  H.  A. 
Bosler  instructed  us  on  Jan.  5  with  his  interesting  African  pic- 
ture slides.  At  a  recent  meeting  the  women's  work  and  ladies' 
aid  society  elected  Sister  Lulu  Alwine  as  general  director;  Sis- 
ter Edith  Bosler,  director  of  missionary  society;  Sister  Fern 
Neff,  director  of  aid  society;  Sister  Nora  Bollinger,  director  of 
mothers  and  daughters;  Sister  Ward  Leatherman,  director  of 
Bible  reading.  On  Feb.  9  a  number  of  young  people  from  Man- 
chester College  gave  us  a  much-appreciated  program  of  sacred 
music.  On  Feb.  16  Brother  and  Sister  H.  A.  Bosler  gave  very 
interesting  talks  on  their  experiences  during  the  eight  years 
they  spent  in  Africa.  Through  the  efficient  help  of  the  men's 
work  we  were  able  to  place  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  of  our  homes.  The  Sunday  school  is  progressing 
nicely,  under  the  able  supervision  of  Bro.  Orville  Sherman.  The 
cottage  prayer  meetings  are  continuing  in  interest  and  attend- 
ance. We  had  much  sickness  during  the  epidemic  of  influenza. 
Since  our  last  report  we  have  lost  one  sister  by  death,  namely 
Rosanna  Landis.  Several  of  our  families  went  to  warmer  cli- 
mates for  the  winter. — Mary  C.  Kiefer.  Goshen,  Ind.,  Feb.  26. 

Peru. — Since  our  last  report  one  has  been  added  to  our  church 
by  baptism.  During  the  month  of  February  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Charles  R.  Oberlin,  is  giving  us  interesting  and  helpful  sermons 
from  subjects  suggested  by  members  of  the  congregation.  At 
our  December  council  reports  of  all  boards  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted, and  an  encouraging  note  was  sounded  for  a  larger  pro- 
gram for  1941.  Our  white  gift  offering  was  made  on  Dec.  22, 
and  the  choir  gave  the  cantata,  That  Song  of  Old.  Baskets  were 
distributed  to  the  needy,  and  the  aged  were  remembered  with 
gifts.  The  aid  society,  under  the  direction  of  our  new  president. 
Sister  Viola  Burrous,  had  an  all-day  sewing  for  a  sister  with 
several  small  children.  On  Christmas  Eve  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  caroled 
for  the  sick  and  shut-ins  and  had  a  chili  supper.  The  choir 
has  recently  purchased  robes.  On  Jan.  5  the  ministers  of  the 
city  had  a  pulpit  exchange.  Bro.  D.  E.  Sowers  of  Ashland,  Ohio, 
held  a  week  of  meetings  in  the  Bloomfield  church.  We  have  a 
workers'  training  school  with  a  session  every  Sunday  evening  at 
5:30,  using  the  textbook,  Exploring  the  Bible,  by  E.  G.  Hoff.  At 
6:30  the  adults,  young  people,  intermediates  and  juniors  have 
separate  sessions.  From  Jan.  5  to  11  we  observed  the  week  of 
prayer,  with  cottage  prayer  meetings  from  Monday  through 
Friday.  The  Bloomfield  members  gave  a  play  in  our  church  on 
Dec.  29.  On  Youth  Sunday,  Feb.  2,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  the 
peace  play.  Brothers.  On  Feb.  9  Bro.  E.  H.  Gilbert  of  the 
Clear  Creek  church  brought  the  message,  and  an  offering  was 
taken  for  missions.  In  the  evening  our  church  joined  in  union 
services  at  the  Methodist  church  in  recognition  of  Race  Rela- 
tions Sunday.  Bishop  William  Madison  Reed  of  St.  Louis  was 
the  very  splendid  speaker  on  the  subject.  Keep  Thine  Heart  With 
All  Diligence.  The  Negro  choir  from  the  local  African  M.  E. 
church  provided  several  numbers,  directed  by  Rev.  Ralph  Jack- 
son, whose  minister  father  also  had  a  part  in  the  service.  We 
are  launching  a  loyalty  crusade  leading  up  to  April  28.  The 
missionary  society  is  using  one  Sunday  evening  a  month  for  its 
meetings.  Several  attended  the  district  meeting  held  at  Mexico 
on  Jan.  19  in  behalf  of  Civilian  Service. — Mrs.  Daisy  Peters, 
Peru,   Ind.,  Feb.   22. 

Maryland 

Baltimore,  Woodberry. — Officers  elected  at  the  last  council 
meeting  were:  elder,  C.  H.  Hinegardner;  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, William  Horn,  Jr.;  clerk,  J.  S.  Lau;  and  treasurer, 
D.  C.  Angle.     We  rejoice  that  two  very  promising  young  men, 
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William  Horn,  Jr.,  and  Sherman  Ray.  were  licensed  to  the  min- 
istry. The  Christmas  season  was  observed  with  a  special  white 
gift  service,  a  program  by  the  children  and  a  pageant,  The  Light 
of  Christmas,  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Eighteen  families  were  blessed 
by  the  baskets  sent  out  from  the  white  gift  service.  At  the 
annual  Christmas  party  our  faithful  sexton,  Bro.  J.  S.  Lau,  was 
presented  a  beautiful  club  chair;  as  a  token  of  appreciation,  our 
pastor  was  delightfully  surprised  with  a  large  secretary  desk. 
Since  the  last  report  four  have  been  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  Our  financial  secretary  reports  that  the  offerings  dur- 
ing the  past  four  months  have  exceeded  all  given  for  the  past 
five  years.  On  March  16  we  will  have  a  missionary  rally  with 
several  guest  speakers.  There  will  be  a  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon followed  by  a  fellowship  meal  at  the  church.  In  the 
evening  Miss  Amstutz  will  show  pictures  and  tell  of  the  work 
of  the  Kanabai  Mukti  Mission.  The  adult  Evangel  choir  is  busy 
working  on  the  cantata,  Everlasting  Life,  to  be  given  on  April  6. 
—Mrs.  William  T.  Horn,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Feb.  26. 

Michigan 
Woodland. — The  joint  Bible  institute  was  held  at  the  Sunfleld 
church  in  the  fall.  An  impressive  Christmas  pageant,  The  Secret 
of  the  Stars,  was  given  before  a  large  audience.  The  primary 
department,  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Celia  Townsend,  sent 
money  and  other  supplies  for  the  mission  in  Africa.  Sister 
Mary  Guy  gave  a  good  report  of  the  state  convention  she  at- 
tended as  delegate.  Each  month  we  receive  an  offering  for  peace 
and  relief.  Beginning  Jan.  19  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Edson  Ulery 
were  with  us  in  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings.  Through  their 
visits  in  many  homes,  and  through  Bro.  Ulery's  sermons,  we 
were  spiritually  strengthened.  Sister  Blanche  Saye's  leading  of 
the  song  services  was  a  blessing  in  these  services.  The  men's 
work  sponsored  a  fellowship  supper  recently  which  was  not  well 
attended  because  of  unfavorable  roads  and  weather.  There  has 
been  sickness  in  our  midst.  More  than  seventy-five  per  cent  of 
our  group  has  subscribed  for  the  Messenger. — Mrs.  Homer  Row- 
lader.  Woodland,  Mich.,  Feb.  24. 

Missouri 

Deepwaler. — There  was  a  very  impressive  service  held  on 
Feb.  16  when  Bro.  Ralph  Skaggs  was  installed  into  the  ministry. 
Eld.  James  M.  Mohler  presided  with  Bro.  Glen  I.  Rummel  of 
Leeton  and  Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin,  our  pastor,  assisting.  Ralph  was 
licensed  to  preach  on  Dec.  17,  1939,  and  now  is  pastor  at  Happy 
Hill  and  Spring  Branch.  He  grew  up  in  our  church  and 
preached  his  first  sermon  here.  We  miss  him  greatly  in  all 
church  activities  but  are  grateful  to  send  forth  a  young  man 
of  splendid  Christian  character.  After  the  installation  service  a 
special  council  was  called  to  elect  Sunday-school  officers.  We 
regret  that  Bro.  Baldwin  is  leaving  us  in  May. — -Mrs.  Gladys 
Dunning,  Deepwater,  Mo.,  Feb.  19. 

Wakenda. — Last  fall  the  men's  work  group  painted  the  exterior 
of  the  church  building.  One  of  the  young  men  has  made  a  new 
sign  which  also  adds  much  to  the  exterior  appearance  of  the 
church.  On  Christmas  Eve  some  of  our  group  went  caroling  to 
bring  cheer  to  the  sick  and  shut-ins  of  our  community.  The 
women's  fellowship  society  meets  every  two  weeks  during  the 
fall  and  winter  months.  Their  work  consists  of  making  quilts 
and  comforters.  They  donated  ten  print  dresses  for  girls,  and 
some  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  to  the  Mercy  hospital  in  Kan- 
sas City.  We  served  lunch  at  a  sale  in  November  which  netted 
a  sum  to  the  treasury.  The  group  is  helping  to  place  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  in  more  homes  this  year.  The  quarterly  business 
meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  22.  The  men  plan  to  cut  wood  for  the 
church  next  week,  to  be  used  during  district  meeting  which 
will  convene  at  the  Wakenda  church  in  October.  It  was  unan- 
imously voted  to  retain  Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy  as  our  pastor.  We 
have  appreciated  his  service  of  the  last  four  years.  It  was  de- 
cided to  have  Sunday  evening  services  at  least  once  a  month 
during  the  coming  spring  and  summer. — Sara  E.  Fifer,  Hardin, 
Mo.,   Feb.   24. 

Montana 

Proctor.— On  Feb.  16  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker  of  Whitefish  delivered 
a  splendid  sermon  on  faith,  with  the  setting  taken  from  Luke  18. 
There  were  about  forty  present.  Bro.  Becker  brought  Brother 
and  Sister  Hunter  and  son  with  him.  On  the  way  he  stopped  at 
the  Dayton  Sunday  school  to  teach  the  Bible  class,  then  came  on 
to  Proctor  for  preaching  service.  He  plans  to  come  to  Proctor 
the  third  Sunday  in  each  month.  His  services  are  very  much 
appreciated. — Mrs.  Levi  Learn,  Proctor,  Mont.,  Feb.   19. 

New  Mexico 
Clovis. — Since  our  last  report  the  ladies'  aid  has  been  reor- 
ganized as  women's  work.  At  present  we  are  filling  a  box  with 
clothes  for  relief.  In  early  winter  the  young  people's  regional 
conference  met  at  Pampa.  Three  churches.  Waka  and  Pampa, 
Texas,  and  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  were  represented.  The  young  peo- 
ple from  Clovis  presented  a  play.  Soldiers  of  the  Cross.  Our 
Christmas  program  was  a  series  of  tableaux  with  appropriate 
music.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  had  an  all-church  social  and 
midnight  devotions.  Ten  weeks  before  Easter  we  are  stressing 
loyalty  to  Sunday  school  and  church  in  preparation  for  our  pre- 
Easter    revival. — Ferol    Inez   Anthony,    Clovis,   N.    Mex.,   Feb.   24. 

Ohio 

Brookville. — In  place  of  our  pastor's  regular  sermon  on  Jan.  12, 


young  Bro.  Franklin  Wallick  from  West  Dayton  gave  his  peace 
oration  on  Christianity  or  War.  Under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
Paul  Kinsel,  The  Tinker,  which  was  given  at  the  young  people's 
winter  conference,  was  repeated  in  the  Brookville  school  audi- 
torium. This  play  has  a  wonderful  message.  The  offering 
was  over  $45.  On  Feb.  1  our  church  was  host  to  the  Mont- 
gomery County  young  people  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. On  Feb.  3  two  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  A 
change  is  being  made  in  our  balcony  for  classrooms.  Our  church 
has  raised  its  quota  of  $165  and  a  little  more  for  the  Civilian 
Service  camps.  Our  ladies'  aid,  with  Sister  Ha  Brenner  as 
president  and  Sister  Edna  Kimmel  as  secretary,  is  busy  as  usual 
with  quilting.  Bro.  Roy  Teach,  our  pastor,  is  giving  a  series  of 
sermons  on  the  Lord's  Prayer. — Mrs.  Russell  Miller,  Brookville, 
Ohio,    Feb.    20. 

Oklahoma 
Ames. — Six  of  our  young  people  were  at  Camp  Saline  last 
summer.  Bro.  Albert  Williams  is  our  elder;  Millard  Provolt, 
Sunday-school  superintendent;  Sister  Myrtle  Rairigh,  Messen- 
ger agent.  On  Dec.  8  the  Dorcas  society  held  its  food  sale  and 
bazaar,  netting  a  satisfactory  profit  on  goods  sold.  The  children 
gave  a  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  25;  the  young  people,  adult 
classes  and  the  Dorcas  society  gave  baskets  to  needy  families. 
The  Sunday  school  presented  our  superintendent,  Millard  Pro- 
volt,  with  a  watch  in  appreciation  of  his  faithful  service  for  a 
number  of  years.  We  have  been  without  a  regular  pastor  since 
Bro.  E.  E.  Barnhart  left  Sept.  1  for  his  work  in  Kansas.  Bro. 
Emery  Lawver  from  Enid  is  now  acting  as  part-time  pastor, 
preaching  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  the  month. — Mrs.  E.  D. 
Reynolds,   Ames,    Okla.,   Feb.   20. 

Pennsylvania 

Lebanon. — Our  church  commemorated  the  Christmas  season 
with  a  number  of  events  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  A  pro- 
gram by  the  primary  and  junior  departments  was  rendered  at 
the  morning  service  on  Dec.  22,  and  in  the  evening  the  church 
met  in  a  candlelight  service  with  the  senior  choir  furnishing  a 
number  of  appropriate  musical  selections.  On  Dec.  24  the 
mother  and  daughter  association  served  a  Christmas  dinner  to 
about  fifty  needy  children  of  the  community  and  presented 
each  child  with  a  few  gifts.  On  Dec.  29  the  young  people's  de- 
partment presented  the  pageant,  Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Esther  Zug.  On  New  Year's  Eve  the  mem- 
bers and  their  friends  met  in  the  social  rooms  of  the  church 
in  a  candlelight  fellowship  service  which  was  followed  by  a 
worship  period  in  the  main  auditorium.  With  the  new  year  our 
church  started  its  activities  under  a  revised  system.  A  pastor's 
cabinet,  which  meets  once  a  month,  endeavors  to  co-ordinate 
the  church  through  the  following  channels:  finance  directed  by 
A.  L.  Stauffer,  missions  by  Mrs.  F.  Lewis  Reinhold.  Christian 
education  by  E.  E.  Meyer,  music  by  John  F.  Brightbill,  men's 
work  by  P.  G.  Edris,  women's  work  by  Mrs.  Lester  W.  Royer, 
Sunday  school  by  Caleb  Ziegler,  superintendent.  On  January  7 
we  met  in  business  session  and  elected  our  pastor,  Carl  W.  Zieg- 
ler, as  elder-in-charge  to  succeed  Eld.  Nathan  Martin,  who  had 
served  in  that  capacity  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  Our 
men's  work  president  for  the  year  is  Bro.  Quinter  Liskey;  the 
president  for  women's  work  is  Mrs.  L.  S.  Kettering.  The  wom- 
en's organization  contemplates  sending  a  consignment  of  cloth- 
ing to  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  for  Europe's 
war-stricken.  During  the  week  of  prayer  Eld.  H.  B.  Heisey,  pas- 
tor of  the  Harrisburg  church,  and  Eld.  M.  Clyde  Horst,  pastor 
of  the  Elizabethtown  church,  brought  us  messages  of  interest. 
On  Jan.  18  the  Messiah  Bible  College  glee  club  rendered  a  musi- 
cal program  which  was  much  appreciated.  We  are  preparing 
for  special  events  in  our  church  program:  the  young  people's 
rally,  dedication  anniversary,  love  feast,  revival  and  activities 
of  the  men's  and  women's  organizations. — Mrs.  P.  G.  Edris,  Leba- 
non, Pa.,  Feb.   26. 

.  Rockwood. — On  Dec.  5  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  Christmas  social, 
rendered  a  short  program,  and  donated  a  quantity  of  clothing 
for  relief.  The  children's  department  presented  a  Christmas 
program  on  Dec.  22,  with  Sisters  Ellouise  Younkin  and  Daisy  B. 
Berkebile  in  charge.  On  Dec.  2  a  play  entitled  A  Gift  for  the 
Christ  Child,  directed  by  Sister  Helen  Clay,  was  presented  by  the 
young  people  and  adults.  On  Dec.  24  our  young  people  co-op- 
erated with  other  church  groups  in  carol  singing  to  the  shut-ins. 
On  Jan.  6  our  church  united  in  the  annual  week  of  prayer  serv- 
ices. Rev.  George  Roth,  Somerset,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  last 
service,  Jan.  11,  held  in  our  church.  On  Jan.  25  the  King's 
Daughters  class  held  a  supper  for  the  first  aid  group  of  the  local 
community.  On  Feb.  16  when  the  young  people  conducted  the 
opening  service,  a  clarinet  quartet  furnished  special  music. 
Since  the  new  church  year  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings  have  been 
held  every  Sunday  evening  at  6:30.  Recently  our  church  has 
been  improved  on  the  exterior  by  paint,  donated  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Richard  Gorsuch.  Every  Wednesday  evening  the  reg- 
ular midweek  services  are  held,  also  junior  and  senior  choir 
rehearsals.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting, 
beginning  March  10  with  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  as  evangelist. — 
Daisy  B.  Berkebile,  Rockwood,  Pa.,  Feb.  24. 

Scalp  Level. — At  the  evening  services,  beginning  Dec.  1,  our 
pastor  is  giving  a  pictorial  study  in  the  field  of  sacred  art,  which 
is  very  helpful.  Attendance  at  these  services  has  increased 
about  fifty  per  cent.  The  ladies'  aid,  sewing  for  European  war 
relief,  holds  its  meetings  in  the  Old  Folks'  Home  aid  room.  On 
the    evening    of   Dec.    22   the    children's    department   rendered   a 
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program  directed  by  the  superintendent,  Miss  Blanch  Wingard. 
The  adults  gave  a  play,  Christmas  With  the  Home  Folks,  written 
by  Valeria  Lehman.  The  week  of  prayer  services  was  observed 
in  the  Windber  and  Scalp  Level  vicinities,  the  ministers  taking 
their  turns  preaching  in  the  various  churches.  The  missionary 
society  reports  that  the  Gospel  Messenger  will  be  placed  in  every 
home.  On  Feb.  9  the  Berwind  male  chorus  rendered  a  musical 
program  in  our  church  to  an  appreciative  audience. — S.  B.  Hoff- 
man, Scalp  Level,  Pa.,  Feb.  21. 

Unionlown. — On  the  first  Sunday  of  the  year  we  dedicated  our 
new  hymnals  which  were  purchased  by  individuals  and  groups 
in  memory  of  loved  ones.  The  union  week  of  prayer  was  ob- 
served in  the  Asbury  Methodist  church  this  year.  Our  librarian 
has  borrowed  from  the  Elgin  Loan  Library  a  number  of  books, 
which  our  people  are  reading  with  much  interest.  An  offering 
of  $20  was  recently  given  for  Greek  relief.  Our  peace  relief  of- 
ferings average  around  $15  a  month.  On  Jan.  29  an  evening  of 
fellowship  was  enjoyed  by  the  entire  Sunday  school.  The  pro- 
gram, under  the  direction  of  the  departmental  superintendents, 
was  followed  by  a  social  hour.  A  generous  and  much-appreci- 
ated gift,  in  the  form  of  one  hundred  Bibles,  a  pulpit  light  and 
scarf,  was  given  by  Brother  and  Sister  Jonas  Conaway  as  a  gift 
in  memory  of  Sister  Conaway's  father,  Bro.  John  Grady.  These 
Bibles  are  being  used  in  the  various  classes  and  departments  of 
the  Sunday  school. — Mrs.  Alta  Lowdermilk,  Uniontown,  Pa., 
Feb.   26. 

York. — During  the  Christmas  holiday  Miss  Jeannette  Chen 
from  China  spoke  at  a  number  of  meetings  at  the  First  and 
Second  churches.  On  one  occasion  she  prepared  Chinese  food  at 
a  social.  We  have  learned  to  love  her  and  understand  her  peo- 
ple. On  Jan.  5  the  cantata,  The  Wondrous  Light,  was  given  at 
the  Second  church.  A  school  of  missions  was  started  on  Jan.  5, 
to  meet  each  Sunday  evening  for  six  weeks.  The  adult  group  is 
studying  China;  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  the  migrant  groups  in  Amer- 
ica; the  intermediates  and  juniors  China.  Interest  in  the  young 
people's  study  is  leading  to  plans  to  help  the  migrants.  In  the 
Second  church  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  the  age  groups  are  dis- 
cussing Christian  Home  Building.  On  Jan.  12  Pastor  Edward  K. 
Ziegler  explained  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  Jan.  16 
Bro.  James  Oberdick  was  in  charge  of  a  discussion  at  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting  on  How  Big  Is  My  World?  Bro.  Jonathan 
King    from    Myerstown    gave    an    illustrated    lecture    on    Home 


Building  at  the  meeting  of  the  women's  work.  A  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  is  being  planned  by  this  group  for  a  date  in 
May;  in  the  same  month  a  father  and  son  banquet  will  be  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  men's  work  organization.  The  first 
anniversary  of  the  new  Second  church  was  held  on  Jan.  19.  In 
the  evening  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  began  an  evangelistic  cam- 
paign that  continued  for  two  weeks.  An  excellent  spirit  was 
manifested  each  evening  and  the  numbers  in  music  added 
greatly  to  the  success  of  the  meetings.  On  Feb.  16  two  persons 
were  received  into  church  fellowship  at  the  Second  church,  one 
by  letter  and  one  by  former  baptism.  Kirby  Page  spoke  at  the 
First  church  on  Feb.  22.  His  discussions,  as  well  as  the  open 
forums,  tended  toward  a  constructive  peace  program.  A  Bib- 
lical quiz  was  conducted  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  Feb.  21.  A  week- 
end conference  to  be  held  March  22,  23  in  the  First  church  is 
being  planned  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  A  public  program  will  be 
held  March  7  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  at  which  the  Codorus  young 
people  will  present  a  program.  Our  pastor  has  spoken  at  sev- 
eral of  our  high  schools,  at  numerous  social  gatherings  and  at 
other  churches  in  our  city.  There  has  been  a  marked  increase 
in  attendance  at  all  church  services,  and  progress  is  evident. 
Bro.  Ziegler  is  now  holding  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Toledo 
church,  Ohio.  One  letter  has  been  granted  since  our  last  re- 
port. A  reception  of  new  members  by  baptism  was  conducted 
on  Feb.  23  in  the  Second  church  in  charge  of  our  pastor.  Five 
were  baptized.  Our  peace  offerings  have  amounted  to  $475. — 
Mildred  V.  Meals,  York,   Pa.,  Feb.  24. 

Virginia 

Cloverdale. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Feb.  4.  Delegates 
elected  to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Green  Hill  in  April 
are  Brethren  R.  H.  Layman,  Q.  J.  Flora  and  Mrs.  Morris  Crum- 
packer.  Our  spring  communion  will  be  held  on  April  28.  Pastor 
M.  G.  Wilson  and  Bro.  O.  S.  Garber  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  raise  money  for  the  Brethren  Service  budget.  An  offer- 
ing for  this  cause  will  be  taken  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month. 
Our  father  and  son  banquet  will  be  held  March  5.  Because  of 
unsettled  conditions  the  building  of  our  Sunday-school  rooms, 
scheduled  for  this  spring,  has  been  postponed.  Improvements 
planned  for  our  present  building  have  been  started. — Helen  C. 
Flora,  Roanoke,  Va.,  February  24. 


HALL    &    Mc  CREARY 


CHORAL  OCTAVO/ 

Recognized  (Everywhere  by  Choral  Directors  for  'Uheir  tUT&usical  tJXCerit  and  ^Cechanical  jldvantages 

These  numbers  selected  by  the  music  commission  for  church  choirs  are  beautifully  printed  on  a 
new  durable  tinted  paper  especially  developed  for  legibility  and  eye  comfort.  Secure  binding — 
no  loose  sections  to  drop  out  and  be  lost — program  notes  and  interpretation  suggestions  at  the  head- 
ing of  every  composition.     Measures  are  numbered  for  ready  reference  in  rehearsal. 


DEEP  RIVER  (A  Cap.) 

A  motet  arrangement  with  soprano  obbligato  by  Nathaniel 
Dett.     No.  1504 — 12c  per  copy. 

FAITHFUL  SHEPHERD  IS  MY  LORD  (A  Cap.) 

by   Nageli-Stein-Buszin — general   anthem.      No   solos.      No. 
1543 — 10c  per  copy. 

FROM  HEAV'N  ABOVE  (Accomp.) 

by  Bach-Buszin — A  deservedly  famous  Christmas  chorale. 
No.  1537 — 10c  per  copy. 

HOSANNA  TO  THE  SON  OF  DAVID  (SSATB— 
A  Cap.) 

A   striking   motet   arrangement   by   Praetorius-Buszin.      No. 
1516 — 10c  per  copy. 

A  MIGHTY  FORTRESS  IS  OUR  GOD  (Double 
Chorus — A  Cap.) 

by  Luther-Olds.     No.   1513 — 15c  per  copy. 

NOW  THANK  WE  ALL  OUR  GOD  (SSATTB— 
A  Cap.) 

by  Cruger-Mendelssohn-Buszin.    No.  1526— 10c  per  copy. 


O  JESUS,  GRANT  ME  HOPE  AND  COMFORT 

(A  Cap.) 

by  Franck-Stein-Buszin.     General  anthem.     No.    1544 — 10c 
per  copy. 

PRAISE  YE   THE   LORD.   THE   ALMIGHTY 

(With  Junior  Choir  or  Soprano  Solo — Accomp.) 
by  Victoria-Strickling.     No.   1519— 12c  per  copy. 

SUN  OF  MY  SOUL  (Accomp.) 

General  anthem  by  Kenneth  E.  Runkel.     No.  1529 — 18c  per 
copy. 

THANKS   TO   THEE,   O  LORD  (Accomp.) 

Similar  to  the  "Largo"  in  thought  and  effect.    By  Handel- 
Ganschow.     No.  1540 — 15c  per  copy. 

TWELVE   SHORT   RESPONSES   AND   AMENS 

(A  Cap.) 

by  Howard  S.  Savage.     No.  1542 — 12c  per  copy. 

YE  LANDS.  TO  THE  LORD  (A  Cap.) 

The   inspiring    100th   Psalm.      Matthew   N.    Lundquist.     No. 
1523 — 18c  per  copy. 
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2Cc  CHORUS  BOCKS 

The  Hall  &  McCreary 

AUDITORIUM  SERIES 

For  20c  a  copy  you  can  build  an  extensive  library  of  highest  grade  chorales, 
anthems,  motets,  madrigals,  spirituals,  Christmas  carols,  choruses  for  mixed, 
treble  and  male  voices — arrangements  for  adolescent  voices  and  choruses  for 
boys.  From  a  large  series  offered  the  Brethren  music  commission  recom- 
mends the  following  series. 


Anthems  for  Mixed  Voices 

Edited  by  H.  A.  Mertz 

Series  No.  4 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

Together  with  several  choice  numbers  by  modern  masters 
such  as  Mendelssohn,  Stainer,  Gounod,  and  others,  Mr. 
Mertz  has  taken  the  great  Cherubini  Prayer  and  three  of 
Bach's  magnificent  chorales  to  complete  this  especially  fine 
collection. 

Eight  Standard  Anthems 

Edited  by  H.  A.  Mertz 

Series  No.  6—20  cents  a  copy. 

The  long  association  of  the  editor  with  church  music  and 
his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  great  anthems  have  made 
possible  this  fine  selection.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  a 
group  of  anthems  as  satisfactory  for  general  use  even  at 
two  or  three  times  the  price. 

Six  Mendelssohn  Anthems 

Edited  by  H.  A.  Mertz 

Series  No.   7 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

The  great  composer  of  "Elijah"  is,  of  course,  famous  for  the 
dignity  and  power  of  his  choral  writing.  The  six  anthems 
brought  together  in  this  book  include  some  of  his  best  loved 
music  in  arrangements  that  are  extremely  effective. 

Praetorius  Settings  for 

A  Cappella  Choir 

Edited  by  Walter  E.  Buszin 

Series  No.  19 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

In  selecting  this  group  the  editor  has  made  it  a  point  to 
include  only  simple  compositions  with  the  voices  in  easy 
range  so  that  choirs  will  not  find  them  difficult,  yet  will  be 
delighted  with  the  harmonies  of  the  great  choral  master. 

Select  Chorales 

Harmonized  and  Arranged  by  the  Masters 
Edited  by  Walter  E.  Buszin 
Series  No.  8 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

The  grandeur  of  the  great  Brahms  Motette  is  matched  by 
the  simple  loveliness  of  the  short  chorales  which  make  this 
volume  a  treasure  of  inspiration. 


Bach  Chorales  —  Anniversary  Collection 

Edited  by  Walter  E.  Buszin 

Series  No.  5 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

Every  chorus,  choir  and  mixed  quartet  in  the  land  should 
have  this  collection,  for  this  music  of  the  master  is  the 
greatest  of  its  kind  ever  composed.  Walter  Buszin  has 
made  the  selection  with  great  care. 

Descants  on  Favorite  Hymns 

Edited  by  Russell  Carter 

Series  No.  31 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

Russell  Carter  has  selected  a  representative  group  of  the 
greatest  hymns  of  all  time  and  for  each  tune  he  has  writ- 
ten a  counter  melody  to  be  sung  by  a  selected  group  as  the 
congregation  sings  the  original  tune. 

Seven  Select  Anthems 

Edited  by  Florence  M.  Martin 

Series  No.  35 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

Every  choir  and  school  chorus  should  have  these  seven 
great  anthems.  In  this  one  book  is  music  for  a  complete 
church  service  including  a  call  to  worship,  several  anthems 
to  select  from,  and  a  response  after  prayer. 

Motets  and  Chorales  for  Treble  Choirs 

Edited  by  Walter  E.  Buszin 

Series  No.  32 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

Directors  of  children's  or  treble  choirs  will  be  delighted  with 
these  twenty-three  sacred  compositions  newly  edited  by 
Walter  E.  Buszin.  Colorful  and  effective  results  are 
achieved  without  taxing  young  voices. 

Chorales  for  Unchanged  Voices 

Edited  by  John  Schroeder 

Series  No.  12 — 20  cents  a  copy. 

This  volume  contains  over  thirty  numbers  especially  se- 
lected and  edited  for  Junior  Choir  use.  The  arrangements 
are  in  three  and  four  parts  for  unchanged  or  treble  voices. 
This  book  offers  some  of  the  greatest  sacred  music  of  all 
time. 
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Youth — Eager  for  Help  in  Life's  Problems 


Adults — Today's  World  Is  Theirs  to  Handle 
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The  Vesper  Hour  (Verse).     By  Walter  Swihart  ...  5 

Faith  Has  Two  Roots.     By  Albert  C.  Wieand 5 

On  the  Road  to  Jericho. —Part  Three. 

By  Rebecca  Foutz   6 

Name  Calling.     By  Paul  Mohler 7 

The  Security  of  the  Cross.    By  Cecil  C.  Ikenberry  8 

Capital  Punishment.     By  Chester  N.  Baird 9 

Modernism  and  Missions.     By  Grant  Mahan  ....  9 

Bits  of  Brotherliness.    By  Paul  F.  Bechtold 10 
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By  Walter  S.  Coffman 11 
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Home  and  Family 

We  Have  No  Roots!    By  Kermit  Eby 13 

Callers  (Verse).     By  Helen  Hoak  Eikenberry  ....  1 3 
Thoughtful  Business.     By  Mary  Esther  Robinson  15 

Our  Mission  Work 

A  True  Witness.    As  told  by  Mrs.  Jung  and 

Mrs.  Martha  N.  Parker  18 

Missions  Are  Still  the  Path  to  Peace 18 

Peace  News.    Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull 19 

What  to  Pray  For 19 

Women's  Work  Exceeds  Its  Goal. 
By  Anetta  C.  Mow 19 

Board  of  Christian  Education 

Our  Church  Board  of  Christian  Education; 
Sunday-school  Papers  and  Lesson  Helps; 
Adult  Work;  Children's  Work;  Our  Peace 
Education  Program;  Youth  Work;  "What 
Will  We  Do  on  Sunday  Evenings?"  Recre- 
ation; The  Brethren  Loan  Library;  Home  and 
Parent  Education  and  Women's  Work;  East- 
er Program  Material;  Summer  Camps  and 
Assemblies;  God's  Love  for  the  Lost,  Part  I   20,  23 

See  Work  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  Pages  20-23 
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Qbcut  Socks 


The  appearance  of  a  review  in  this  col- 
umn does  not  necessarily  mean  that  we 
agree  entirely  with  the  views  expressed  in 
the  book.  However,  only  books  which  we 
feel  are  worthy  of  consideration  are  re- 
viewed here.  The  reader  is  left  to  weigh 
the  value  of  each  book  for  himself,  that 
value  being  conditional  in  each  case  upon 
many  factors  personal  to  the  reader — his 
previous  reading,  his  familiarity  with  the 
various  fields  of  thought,  his  accepted  view- 
points, his  prejudices,  his  interests,  his 
teachableness,  and  many  other  items. 


Introduction  to  Youth.  Erdman  Harris.  Macmillan, 
1940.     221  pages.     $1.75. 

The  author  of  this  book  has  had  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
perience in  working  with  young  people.  He  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Hotchkiss,  Princeton  and  Union,  and  has  studied 
at  Edinburgh,  Oxford  and  Columbia.  He  is,  at  present, 
teaching  in  the  Lawrenceville  School  and  lecturing  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary.  He  has  written  a  number 
of  books,  including  Twenty-One. 

The  young  person  will  not  find  a  great  deal  of  help 
in  this  book,  but  the  author  has  rendered  a  genuine 
service  to  adult  leaders  of  youth.  Problems  are  raised 
and  case  studies  and  illustrations  used  effectively. 

In  this  book  you  will  find  answers  to  questions  of  the 
older  generation  about  the  younger.  Questions  listed  on 
the  fly  leaf  and  discussed  in  the  book  are:  How  can 
adults  give  youngsters  more  faith  in  democracy?  How 
can  adults  meet  the  questions  of  youth  about  the  self- 
ishness and  cruelty  of  human  nature?  What  are  the 
real  driving  forces  in  an  adolescent's  life?  What  can 
parents  do  with  youngsters  in  the  "gang"  stage?  How 
can  adult  speakers  avoid  talking  down  to  young  people, 
and  talking  over  their  heads?  What  sorts  of  illustra- 
tions appeal  to  youth?  How  can  a  preacher  test  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  a  sermon  to  young  people.  How  can 
youth  be  taught  to  be  wholesomely  critical  without  be- 
coming unwholesomely  skeptical?  What  place  has  the 
appeal  to  the  emotions  in  the  education  of  youth?  How 
can  the  young  be  taught  to  learn?  How  can  an  adult 
be  evangelistic  without  antagonizing  a  youngster?  How 
much  responsibility  should  an  adult  take  for  a  young 
person's  moral  decisions?  What  are  the  dangers  and 
advantages  of  the  appeal  to  conscience?  How  can 
wasteful  strife  between  the  generations  be  avoided? 
How  can  an  adult  convince  the  young  that  honesty  is 
the  best  policy?  What  is  the  best  line  to  take  in  dealing 
with  the  sex  problem?  How  can  God  be  made  real  to 
youth? 

The  author  is  especially  helpful  in  the  chapters,  The 
Springs  of  Action,  Talking  Things  Over  Personally,  and 
Guiding  the  Search  for  a  Way  of  Living. 

Every  thoughtful  adult  adviser  and  teacher  of  youth 
should  read  this  book. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 


Did  Jesus  Rise  From  the  Dead?  Alexander  Thomson. 
Zondervan,  1940.     144  pages.     $1.00. 

If  you  like  to  limit  your  Bible  study  to  one  topic  at  a 
time  you  will  read  this  book  with  both  enjoyment  and 
profit.  The  author,  a  conservative  student,  has  dis- 
cussed a  profound  and  significant  subject  in  a  simple 
and  understandable  way.  Although  holding  definite 
conclusions  of  his  own,  the  writer  is  fair  to  those  who 
may  hold  other  conclusions. 

Of  particular  interest  is  the  emphasis  placed  upon  the 
simple,  straightforward,  dependable  nature  of  the  resur- 
rection narratives.  "In  accordance  with  Eastern  custom 
the  message  might  have  been  replete  with  embellish- 
ment even  to  the  use  of  the  product  of  the  imagination. 
But  in  the  testimony  there  is  nothing  either  of  egotism 
or  embellishment.  Simplicity  is  a  characteristic  of  the 
testimony  of  all." 

"It  [the  testimony]  was  given  before  the  persons  who 
had  put  the  Lord  to  death,  before  those  who  knew 
where  the  body  of  Christ  had  been  laid,  before  leaders 
in  national  life  who  knew  how  to  examine  evidence  and 
form  conclusions  therefrom." 

"And  the  fact  that  the  authorities  used  no  other  meth- 
od of  suppressing  the  testimony  than  that  of  prosecu- 
tion shows  that  no  other  effective  measure  was  avail- 
able, and  therefore  by  its  lack,  it  indicates  that  they 
could  not  lay  their  hands  on  the  body  of  Christ,  and, 
further,  that  they  could  not  find  anyone  who  knew 
where  the  body  was." 

"Taking  all  these  things  into  consideration,  and  re- 
membering that  the  disciples  were  just  ordinary  men 
without  social  prestige  or  political  influence,  we  are 
compelled  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  something  more 
than  a  delusion  urged  them  to  act  as  they  did." — Ora  W. 
Garber. 

When  Christianity  Was  New.  Robert  E.  Speer. 
Revell,  1939.     192  pages.     $2.00. 

Dr.  Speer  is  one  of  the  most  beloved  and  brilliant  of 
the  conservative  theologians.  He  is  a  most  powerful 
and  scholarly  advocate  of  the  evangelical  faith  "once  for 
all  delivered  to  the  saints."  The  first  chapter,  The 
Church  in  the  House,  is  one  of  rare  beauty  and  deep  in- 

(Continued   on    Page    17) 


O^Hclial 


The  long  editorial  in  this  week's  paper  deals  with  Henry  Kurtz,  the  founder  of 
the  Gospel  Visitor,  the  publication  from  which  we  date  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
Since  we  have  no  picture  of  Henry  Kurtz  we  are  doing  the  next  best  thing — us- 
ing a  picture  of  James  Quinter  who  became  assistant  editor  in  1856,  bought  out 
Kurtz  in  1873,  and  was  editor  of  the  Primitive  Christian  when  it  was  merged  with 
the  Brethren  at  Work  in  1883  to  make  the  Gospel  Messenger.  Bro.  Quinter  con- 
tinued as  editor-in-chief  of  the  Messenger  until  his  death  in  1888. — Ed. 


What  the  World  Needs 

"My  conclusion  is  that  this  is  what  the  world 
needs,"  he  said,  and  he  was  right.  No  one  can 
think  seriously  about  any  one  of  a  large  number 
of  good  things  without  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  what  the  world  needs.  What  such  a 
thinking  person  should  remember  is  that  if  he 
had  been  thinking  with  like  concentration  about 
any  other  of  that  number  of  important  things,  he 
would  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

That  should  make  him  considerate  of  those 
whose  special  interests  lie  in  other  fields.  It 
should  keep  him  from  narrowing  his  appreciation 
of  values  down  to  the  single  groove  in  which  his 
own  life  work  is  running,  and  from  becoming  im- 
patient with  those  who  do  not  rally  at  once  to  the 
championship  of  his  particular  objective.  They 
are  probably  disappointed  that  he  does  not  rush 
right  over  to  their  side  of  the  cornfield. 

Many  good  causes  deserve  support.  Let  not  this 
fact  keep  any  of  us  from  making  his  contribution 
where  he  can  do  his  best.  e.  f. 

A  Sample  of  Red  Tape 

Red  tape  is  used  in  public  offices  for  tying  up 
documents.  But  time  and  experience  have  added 
another  meaning.  It  is  now  a  term  used  to  desig- 
nate extremely  formal  official  action,  or  strict  ad- 
herence to  prescribed  routine  where  delay  and  in- 
action result.  There  are  those  who  might  wonder 
if  this  second  meaning  is  justified. 

As  an  example  of  the  cost  of  red  tape,  one  might 
cite  the  case  of  the  lost  nickel  that  was  found  by 
an  honest  mail  carrier.  The  story  is  too  long  to 
recount  here,  but  after  Louis  Posner  reported  his 
find  he  was  soon  to  discover  he  had  initiated  a 
course  of  action  that  would  cost  New  York  an 
estimated  $25.     The  nickel   finally   landed  in   an 


envelope,  duly  tagged,  where  if  the  owner  fails 
to  claim  it  within  six  months,  Posner  will  get  the 
five  cents  he  found.  H.  a.  b. 

A  Man  Worth  Knowing 

What  follows  is  an  excerpt  from  the  Introduction  to  Meet  Henry 
Kurtz,  a  new  book  telling  the  story  of  the  life  of  the  one  who 
revived  an  interest  in  printing  among  the  Brethren.  This  year 
marks  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of  the  Gospel  Visitor. — Ed. 

Henry  Kurtz  is  the  man  who  revived  interest 
in  printing  amongst  the  Brethren.  For  more  than 
a  score  of  years  he  held  to  the  conviction  that  the 
people  he  had  joined  should  have  a  church  paper. 
This  is  how  it  happened  that  in  1833  and  again  in 
1836  he  started  such  publications.  But  it  was  not 
until  1851  that  he  began  his  successful  experi- 
ment, though  even  then  it  was  merely  a  personal 
venture  for  which  he  had  no  official  encourage- 
ment. 

Those  who  visit  the  Brethren  Publishing  House 
of  today  should  remember  that  whatever  printing 
facilities  we  now  have  trace  back  to  a  springhouse 
on  the  Henry  Kurtz  farm  near  Poland,  Ohio.  The 
new  era  in  our  church  literature  stems  from  his 
Gospel  Visitor,  Brethren  Encyclopedia  and  such 
other  printing  projects  as  he  fathered. 

The  significance  of  Henry  Kurtz  lies  in  the  fact 
that  at  a  crisis  time  in  Brethren  development  he 
became  the  chief  instrument  in  turning  the  cur- 
rents of  interest  into  the  channels  of  activity 
which  are  characteristic  of  the  Brethren  today. 
It  was  his  little  Gospel  Visitor  that  facilitated  the 
exchange  of  ideas  and  fanned  the  enthusiasms 
which  resulted  in  a  Brethren  renaissance. 

Henry  Kurtz  was  not  a  superman,  but  he  pos- 
sessed the  training,  viewpoint  and  ability  which 
enabled  him  to  determine  the  outlook  of  a  de- 
nomination. He  had  more  than  the  usual  educa- 
tion when  our  educated  men  were  very  few.    He 
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had  the  perspective  of  one  from  the  outside  when 
our  people  were  provincial  in  thought  and  cir- 
cumscribed in  viewpoint.  He  had  the  patience, 
tact  and  skills  required  to  bring  a  vision  to  reality 
when  others  were  content  with  things  as  they 
were. 

For  some  men  the  kindest  thing  one  can  do  is 
to  forget  the  circumstances  of  a  wasted  life.  How 
different  in  the  case  of  Henry  Kurtz!  Here  is  the 
story  of  a  man's  life  that  is  worth  knowing.  Just 
why  he  has  been  so  largely  overlooked  in  Breth- 
ren history  may  seem  strange  at  first.  But  one 
must  remember  that  he  was  too  busy  to  bother 
with  personal  records,  that  those  who  immediate- 
ly followed  him  were  really  too  near  to  grasp  ful- 
ly his  significance  in  relation  to  Brethren  history. 

Through  Henry  Kurtz  one  can  glimpse  the 
unique  George  Hoke,  moderator  of  Annual  Con- 
ference at  least  eleven  times,  for  it  was  Hoke's 
preaching  that  converted  Kurtz,  and  by  him  that 
the  latter  was  baptized.  Such  men  as  John  Kline 
and  Abraham  H.  Cassel  were  contemporaries  and 
friends  of  Kurtz.  He  was  the  discoverer  of  James 
Quinter  and  Henry  R.  Holsinger,  two  men  who 
profoundly  affected  the  course  of  Brethren  his- 
tory. As  editor,  author,  preacher  and  for  nearly 
twenty  years  clerk  of  Annual  Meeting,  he  was 
truly  a  leader  amongst  our  church  leaders. 

What  is  known  of  his  life  is  all  too  meager.  The 
available  records  are  scattered  and  incomplete. 
Yet  there  is  quite  enough  to  show  a  man  worth 
knowing.  What  is  offered  here  is  a  fusing  of  facts 
and  probabilities  which  it  is  hoped  may  reveal 
the  real  Henry  Kurtz. 

By  this  we  do  not  mean  we  know  all  one  could 
wish  to  have  in  hand  about  Henry  Kurtz.  By  the 
sheerest  accident  the  writer  discovered  that  his 
own  uncle,  J.  F.  Correll,  has  childhood  memories 
of  the  editor  of  the  Gospel  Visitor.  He  recalls 
that  Kurtz  was  "very  kind  and  friendly  and  a 
lover  of  little  children."  The  writer  would  be 
grateful  for  additional  recollections  and  for  knowl- 
edge of  the  whereabouts  of  any  important  letters, 
papers  or  books.  If  new  light  should  come  to  hand 
it  might  be  possible  to  prepare  a  revised  edition 
of  this  story  for  the  centenary  of  the  launching  of 
the  Gospel  Visitor. 

But  to  return  to  the  real  Henry  Kurtz.  The 
principal  facts  of  his  life  are  known.  One  can 
judge  with  assurance  concerning  his  ability,  spirit 
and  significance.  Is  this  not  enough  to  indicate 
the  realities  of  human  character? 

However,  there  remained  the  problem  of  just 
how  to  present  these  realities.  Perhaps  there 
would  have  been  a  better  way,  but  the  method 


chosen  was  that  used  in  the  case  of  Christopher 
Sower  and  Son.  That  is,  use  was  made  of  every 
possible  fact  and  clue,  but  this  was  woven  into  a 
story  pattern.  In  Meet  Henry  Kurtz  it  was  pos- 
sible to  make  considerable  use  of  quotations  in  the 
later  chapters.  Of  course  the  scenes  portrayed 
had  to  be  reconstructions.  In  further  justification 
of  the  method  used  it  may  be  said  that  story  treat- 
ment generally  allows  for  a  more  flexible  and 
popular  presentation.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is  true 
in  the  present  effort  to  reveal  the  real  Henry 
Kurtz.  H.  A.  B. 

Where  to  Put  It  for  Safe  Keeping 

If  you  are  like  most  normal  people  you  will 
want  to  make  sure,  as  sure  as  you  can,  that  certain 
things  which  you  hold  precious  will  not  be  lost. 
If  they  are  of  a  tangible  sort  and  not  too  bulky 
perhaps  you  can  hide  them  in  one  corner  of  the 
lower  bureau  drawer  in  the  west  room  upstairs, 
or  behind  the  books  on  the  next  to  the  top  shelf  in 
the  library.  There  is  some  risk  in  that,  however. 
The  house  might  burn  down,  somebody  else  might 
find  them  or  you  yourself  might  forget  where  you 
put  them. 

A  safety  box  in  the  bank  is  better  but  that  costs 
something,  is  accessible  at  certain  hours  only  and 
besides,  is  not  proof  against  earthquakes  or  the 
day  of  judgment.  One  hates  to  admit  it  but  there 
is  no  known  absolute  security  for  anything  ma- 
terial. 

Suppose  the  treasure  you  want  preserved  for 
future  enjoyment  is  the  fact  of  a  great  experience 
or  the  afterglow  of  a  noble  achievement.  Where 
will  you  store  a  thing  like  that? 

You  could  have  the  story  written  in  a  book  or 
inscribed  on  a  monument.  The  former  is  more 
easily  circulated,  the  latter  less  easily  destroyed. 
Both  have  their  advantages.  Neither  is  certain  to 
withstand  the  ravages  of  time. 

A  better  place  is  the  hearts  of  the  people  you 
have  loved  and  served.  We  strongly  recommend 
this  plan.  One  of  its  finest  features  is  the  way 
the  work  of  inscribing  is  "done.  This  is  entirely 
automatic.  You  have  only  to  make  sure  of  the 
service  rendered.  The  recording  goes  on  without 
any  attention  on  your  part. 

There  is  another  good  place  even  more  secure. 
This  is  in  the  fibers  of  your  own  character.  The 
best  of  friends  may  forget  but  the  laws  of  the 
universe  never  do.  Just  as  summer  and  winter, 
day  and  night,  seedtime  and  harvest  do  not  fail, 
so  also  right  thinking  and  purposing  do  not  fail  to 
make  their  impress  on  the  quality  of  the  soul. 
This  is  the  safest  storage  place  of  all.  e.  f. 
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The  Vesper  Hour 

BY  WALTER  SWIHART 
(See  Page  24) 

Where  dwelleth  God,  the  invisible?    The  God 
That  Moses  knew?     That  tore  the  sea  apart? 
That  taught  God's  Law  on  Sinai?     Supreme? 
Dependable?     Longsuffering  and  kind? 
With  that,  my  question,  burning  in  my  soul, 
I  stood  on  the  shore-sand  looking  up 
Into  the  universe  of  night-suns,  calling, 
'Where  is  the  God  of  gods?"     The  tongueless 
Galaxy  gave  back  the  answer:     "Here!" 

With  perfumed  air  I  filled  my  lungs.     The  thinnest 

thread 
Of  moon-wake  on  the  waters  lay.    I  asked 
Anew,  "Fair  Moon,  where  is  the  God  of  power 
That   bends   your   endless   course   and   keeps   you 

true? 

The  voiceless  note  was  sure,  and  all  it  said 
Was:     "Here!" 

I  dipped  my  foot  into  the  lake; 
A  lapping  pulse  of  heart  I  felt,  and  asked, 
"Where  beats  the  heart  that  wells  so  constantly?" 
Soft  fingered  air  pulled  at  my  scanty  locks 
With  touch  far  finer  than  the  ether  waves, 
And  made  reply:  "In  dreamy  pines,  in  petals  closed 
For  night;  in  tendrils  lithe  enclasping  arms 
Of  trees;  in  cricket  voices  shrill;  in  pollen  dust 
Embraced  in  wanton  ovules  shut,  fecund, 
And  glowworm  treading  slow  her  path  to  mate." 

So  stood  I  awed  at  every  speechless  truth, 
And,  looking  to  the  constellating  suns, 
I  asked  once  more,  "Where  dwells  the  God  of  Life 
And  Love?"  Mute  answer  came  from  everything, 
"God's  everywhere  there's  Life;  and  Life  is  God!" 


lite  (jeHeial  foium 


Faith  Has  Two  Roots 

BY  ALBERT  C.  WIEAND 

Faith  has  two  roots:  an  intellectual  root  and  the 
practical  or  volitional  root.  Faith  is  based  not  up- 
on evidence,  intellectually;  but  upon  practice, 
volitionally.  A  man's  faith  grows  out  of  his  life, 
out  of  what  he  is  and  what  he  does.  What  a  man 
is,  is  what  he  believes;  and  what  he  believes,  he 
becomes  more  fully. 

One  of  the  great  contributions  of  modern  phi- 
losophy and  psychology  has  been  the  understand- 
ing of  the  practical  nature  of  faith.  Professor 
Bowne,  head  of  the  department  of  philosophy  in 
Boston  University  in  the  last  generation,  never 
tired  of  emphasizing  the  practical  nature  of  faith. 
He  sought  to  show  how  faith  grows,  not  out  of  a 
theory,  but  out  of  one's  practice  and  life  and  char- 
acter. Professor  William  James  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, the  great  psychologist  and  philosopher, 
also  emphasized  the  practical  nature  of  faith.  In- 
deed, he  published  a  book  entitled  The  Will  to 
Believe.  Faith  is  voluntaristic  rather  than  in- 
tellectual. Walter  Dill  Scott,  head  of  the  depart- 
ment of  psychology  at  Northwestern  University 
and  for  many  years  its  president,  also  emphasized 
the  same  thing,  and  especially  as  applied  to  prac- 
tical life.  Faith  and  action,  he  contended,  are  not 
so  much  the  result  of  intellectual  theory,  but  of 
practical  desire  and  habit. 

In  fact,  faith  grows  out  of  character  and  habits, 
and  results  in  action.  And  what  a  man  does  he 
believes  more  fully  than  before,  especially  if  it 
becomes  reality.  It  is  through  faith,  moreover, 
that  a  theory  becomes  a  living  reality  of  experi- 
ence. Faith  is,  therefore,  also  practical  in  its  func- 
tional aspects.  It  is  practical  in  what  it  is  for. 
Faith  is  for  the  purpose  of  action,  and  action  can- 
not take  place  without  faith.  A  man  must  believe, 
or  he  will  not  do.  If  you  doubt,  you  don't.  Doubt 
paralyzes  action.  Faith  inspires  action.  Faith 
pulls  the  trigger  of  action.  If  faith  is  complete, 
action  will  follow.  In  fact,  faith  is  inward  action 
or  obedience. 

This  is  what  makes  faith  such  a  vital  thing  for 
religion.  For  religion  after  all  is  life  and  action; 
it  is  character  and  conduct.  Before  religion  be- 
comes action  and  life  and  character  and  choice  and 
conduct,  matters  of  the  will — all  voluntaristic 
things,  it  is  not  religion  but  theology.  Theology  is 
theoretical;  religion  is  practical.    Theology  is  sup- 
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position;  religion  is  reality — real  experience.  A 
man  who  holds  certain  religious  tenets  is  not  a  re- 
ligious man,  but  a  philosopher,  a  theorist.  A  re- 
ligious man  is  one  who  does  the  thing  which  the 
other  man  theorizes  about.  The  highest  religion, 
of  course,  is  both  theory  and  practice — correct  in 
doctrine  but  also  correct  in  action. 

In  order  to  become  full-fledged  faith,  it  must  be- 
gin in  theory  and  it  goes  on  to  conviction.  It  re- 
sults in  belief.  And  belief  must  grow  into  trust, 
perfect  confidence,  the  full  assurance  of  faith. 
Then  and  only  then  will  it  result  in  the  appro- 
priate action — which  again  establishes  habit,  and 
that  is  what  establishes  character. 

So  a  man  is  what  he  believes.  He  becomes  what 
he  believes,  and  believes  what  he  is. 

Faith  becomes  knowledge,  experiential  knowl- 
edge through  actual  practice  of  the  faith.  And  so 
a  theory  is  not  fully  believed  until  it  becomes  ac- 
tion and  so  becomes  experience. 

Oak  Park,  III. 


On  the  Road  to  Jericho 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 
Given  to  a  Young  People's  Group 

In  Three  Parts — Part  Three 
The  next  question  is:  How  about  associates? 
What  kind  do  I  choose?  What  influence  do  they 
have  on  my  life  and  I  on  theirs?  We  should  not 
shun  to  help  those  who  are  weak  if  we  are  able  to 
keep  from  going  to  a  lower  level  ourselves.  But 
even  the  strongest  need  Christian  companionship. 
And  are  we  not  judged  by  our  associates?  Is  it 
not  usually  the  case  that  if  a  right  living  youth 
starts  going  with  a  crowd  that  does  not  have  a 
very  good  reputation  he  will  get  the  reputation 
of  the  crowd  and  not  they  be  known  by  his? 

How  do  I  spend  my  leisure?  This  is  one  of  the 
great  problems  as  well  as  temptations  to  Christian 
youth.  And  how  we  spend  it,  is  that  not  an  index 
to  our  character — the  real  you  and  me?  For  the 
true  Christian  it  can  only  be  such  as  will  not 
harm  body,  mind  or  soul  or  dishonor  God  and  as 
fits  with  prayer.  Do  you  think  that  such  stand- 
ards will  take  you  to  the  amusement  park,  to  in- 
dulge in  near  nude  bathing  in  public,  to  the  mo- 
tion picture,  onto  the  dance  floor,  or  to  a  seat  at 
the  card  table?  Nowadays  there  are  usually  con- 
structive activities  as  recreation  available  if  really 
desired. 

As  youth  you  doubtless  have  aims  and  desires 
for  your  life.  The  test  must  always  be:  Would 
they  meet  God's  approval?  The  goal  toward  which 
you  are  working,  where  will  it  lead  you?  Are  your 
ambitions  such  as  will  be  for  the  betterment  of 


mankind  and  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of 
God? 

Is  my  use  of  money  Christian?  It  seems  some- 
times that  we  forget  that  we  must  account  not 
only  for  how  we  make  it  but  how  we  spend  all  of 
it,  not  just  what  we  give  for  the  Lord's  work. 
When  one  reads  statistics  showing  what  great 
sums  are  spent  for  that  which  is  not  bread  for 
either  body  or  soul,  one  does  not  like  to  think  of 
the  consequences  either  here  or  hereafter. 

Large  sums  are  spent  for  worldly  adornment  and 
worldly  amusements  as  well  as  for  other  desires 
of  the  flesh.  And  it  is  appalling  what  millions  are 
spending  in  gambling.  And  this  is  not  done  by 
professional  gamblers  but  by  the  general  run  of 
people.  It  is  a  temptation  that  youth  meets  at 
almost  every  turn.  Games  of  chance  and  bookies 
seem  to  be  everywhere.  The  strong  pressure  there 
is  to  make  such  things  legal  shows  its  prevalence 
as  well  as  the  weakened  moral  tone  in  the  life  of 
a  people.  Even  the  courts  have  had  to  use  their 
authority  to  stop  it  among  church  groups.  Oh,  the 
shame  and  pity  of  this! 

Surely  no  truly  witnessing  Christian  will  use 
of  his  money  to  buy  a  sweepstake  ticket,  play 
bingo  or  have  part  in  any  other  lottery  where 
most  lose,  while  a  few  win  what  the  managers  do 
not  take. 

Is  my  attitude  toward  my  fellow  men  Christian, 
especially  toward  those  of  other  races?  Here  is  a 
good  test  of  what  is  in  our  hearts.  I  find  this  is 
one  point  where  some  active,  loudly  professing 
Christians  fall  down.  As  long  as  they  can  be  over 
those  of  another  race  as  teachers  or  superiors, 
they  profess  great  love  for  them  but  all  too  oft- 
en refuse  to  consider  them  as  fellow  human  beings 
entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  they 
themselves  enjoy.  To  be  Christian  certainly  means 
a  lack  of  that  contempt  in  the  heart  which  seems 
to  be  rather  common  and  to  treat  them  with  the 
same  courtesy  and  consideration  as  one  would 
those  of  his  own  kind. 

When  one  lives  in  the  city  and  travels  by  public 
conveyance,  it  means  mixing  with  all  kinds  and 
classes  and  provides  real  opportunities  to  put 
such  standards  into  practice. 

In  conclusion  let  me  assure  you  that  the  only 
real  and  worth-while  things  of  life,  the  only 
things  that  give  abiding  satisfaction  are  the  faith 
and  standards  of  the  Word  of  God — the  Chris- 
tian life.  My  contacts  are  with  the  world  as  it  is. 
I  have  had  contact  with  most  of  the  sin  of  which 
mankind  is  capable.  Do  not  be  deceived — all  the 
seeming  pleasures  and  enticing  things  that  the 
world  has  to  offer  are  truly  a  snare  and  a  de- 
lusion. 
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If  our  faith  and  convictions  will  not  stand  test- 
ing, do  we  have  faith  and  convictions?  And  they 
will  be  tested.  Would  we  have  ever  heard  of  two 
such  youths  as  Joseph  and  Daniel  if  they  had  not 
stood,  testing?  And  because  they  did,  think  what 
their  lives  meant  not  only  in  the  day  they  lived 
and  served  but  through  all  the  centuries  since 
then. 

It  is  helpful  to  remember  that  the  Bible  is  not  a 
set  of  arbitrary  rules,  designed  to  deny  us  the 
good  things  of  life — so-called.  It  is  a  revelation  of 
the  laws  of  the  spiritual  realm.  And  as  with  the 
laws  of  the  natural  or  physical  realm,  which  men 
spend  their  lives  trying  to  discover,  the  more 
closely  we  live  in  harmony  with  them,  the  better 
off  we  are.  They  are  designed  for  our  well-being. 
And  all  these  laws,  physical  and  spiritual,  are  the 
same  wherever  you  are,  city  or  country — or  Rome. 

The  conditions  in  the  world  are  a  challenge  to 
all  the  powers  of  Christian  youth.  There  is  high 
adventure  in  making  Christ,  as  Lord  and  Savior, 
real  in  your  life.  And  what  is  more,  by  so  doing, 
you  will  escape  the  loss  and  suffering  that  befall 
on  the  road  to  Jericho. 

For  Christ  has  treasures,  greater  far 
That  east  or  west  unfold. 
And  his  rewards  more  precious  are 
Than  all  their  stores  of  gold. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Name  Calling 

BY  PAUL  MOHLER 

Name  calling  is  a  cheap  and  often  very  effective 
way  of  putting  down  an  opponent  who  has  the 
better  of  the  argument.  Just  call  him  a  name 
that  has  some  bad  associations  in  the  minds  of  the 
listeners.  Then,  if  you  can  show  that  the  name 
can  be  made  to  fit  your  opponent  in  a  spot  or  two, 
you  win.  Further  argument  is  unnecessary  on 
your  side,  and  useless  on  his.  This  is  true  in  re- 
ligious controversy  as  well  as  political;  but  you 
probably  know  that  as  well  as  I. 

Why  Names? 
Names  are  so  handy.  If  I  had  to  describe  you 
in  terms  of  height,  weight,  complexion,  color  of 
hair,  shape  of  nose,  etc.,  whenever  I  wished  to  re- 
fer to  you,  it  would  be  very  inconvenient.  It  is  so 
much  easier  to  use  your  name  to  bring  your  pic- 
ture immediately  to  the  mind  of  my  hearer,  who 
knows  you  as  well  as  I  do.  If  only  we  all  knew 
names  for  everything  we  wish  to  talk  about! 

Class  Names 

Even  class  names  are  handy.  I  can  say  horse, 
instead  of  a  quadruped  with  round  hoofs  and 
bushy  mane  and  tail.     I  can  say  Protestant,  in- 


stead of  a  Christian  who  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic. 
All  such  names  save  time  and  labor.  To  be  very 
definite,  we  have  to  go  into  subclasses  and  their 
names,  and  finally  get  down  to  Dobbin  for  a  par- 
ticular horse,  or  to  Brethren  for  a  particular 
church.  Whoever  invented  names  was  a  public 
benefactor. 

Dangers 
But  like  every  other  good  thing,  names  can  be 
abused  and  name  calling  can  become  a  very  bad 
practice.  Such  developments  are  not  hard  to  trace. 
A  name  is  given  to  a  class  with  certain  charac- 
teristics— some  bad  and  some  good.  One  person 
likes  this  class  for  its  good  features;  another  hates 
it  for  its  bad  features.  If  you  will  read  the  history 
of  the  struggle  of  Protestantism  in  England  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII,  you  will  find 
that  men  who  had  been  advocating  what  we  now 
consider  the  best  features  of  Protestantism  before 
the  rise  of  Luther,  stood  against  the  Protestantism 
of  Luther  because  of  other  features.  To  them 
Protestantism  meant  disorder,  irreverence  and  an- 
archy. The  danger  is  that  a  good  thing,  a  really 
vital  thing,  may  be  linked  by  a  name  with  other 
things  that  will  sink  it  beyond  hope.  Protestant- 
ism might  have  been  lost  to  England  on  this  ac- 
count if  the  king  had  not  been  such  a  stubborn 
and  self-willed  man.  If  you  do  not  believe  this, 
reread  your  history. 

Present  Names 

Our  editor  has  succeeded  until  recently  in  keep- 
ing out  of  Messenger  columns  two  names  that 
mean  present  church  controversy  and  divisions. 
These  names  are  old  enough  now  and  have  been 
applied  so  widely  by  this  time  that  neither  is  at 
all  definite  as  a  designation.  They  are  certainly 
not  descriptive — nobody  can  now  say  just  what 
they  mean — but  they  are  in  daily  if  not  deadly  use 
in  many  churches,  including  our  own.  Funda- 
mentalism— Modernism ;  Fundamentalist — Mod- 
ernist have  been  paired,  one  against  the  other  as 
if  they  were  deadly  enemies. 

Too  Late 

One  of  our  good  Brethren  has  been  telling  us 
about  the  evils  of  Modernism  through  Messenger 
columns.  If  he  could  just  get  everybody  to  con- 
fine the  use  of  the  name  Modernism  to  the  beliefs 
which  he  describes  and  condemns,  the  issue  would 
be  clearer.  Then  if  everybody  could  agree  on 
what  Fundamentalism  is,  it  would  be  clear  enough 
and  I  could  decide  whether  or  not  I  am  Funda- 
mentalist or  Modernist.  As  it  is  now,  how  can 
I  know  which  I  am?  I  am  a  Fundamentalist  if 
you  let  me  pick  the  fundamentals;  and  I  am  a 
Modernist  if  you  will  let  me  say  what  modern 
people   ought  to  believe  and  do.     Calling  me  a 
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name  or  bestowing  a  name  upon  me  means  noth- 
ing to  me  unless  I  know  what  you  mean  by  the 
name. 

What  Harm? 
Since  these  names  have  lost  their  definite  sig- 
nificance, what  harm  is  there  in  name  calling? 
Much  every  way.  Calling  a  name  in  derision,  or 
disparagement  or  condemnation  of  another  is  born 
of  hatred,  division,  and  strife,  all  of  which  are  of 
Antichrist.  Jesus  very  definitely  warns  us  against 
such  name  calling  in  Matt.  5:  22,  and  all  his  teach- 
ing on  love  and  his  prayers  for  the  unity  of  the 
church  are  against  it.  Not  just  once,  but  many 
times  the  cause  of  Christ  has  suffered  irreparable 
damage  from  intolerance,  partisanship,  and  fac- 
tionalism expressing  itself  in  the  calling  of  names 
and  the  bitterness  and  strife  resulting. 

As  an  Excuse 

Suppose  I  am  going  along  on  a  certain  level 
well  satisfied  with  myself,  when  somebody  chal- 
lenges me  to  a  higher  standard.  How  can  I  get 
rid  of  him  and  his  challenge  without  rising  to  the 
higher  level?  Easy  enough — just  call  him  which- 
ever name  I  like  the  less,  Fundamentalist  or  Mod- 
ernist. I  can  find  plenty  of  people  to  agree  with 
me  that  anybody  belonging  to  whichever  group 
I  consign  my  tormentor  to  is  wrong,  foolish,  un- 
desirable and  even  devilish.  And,  since  both  of 
these  terms  have  come  to  be  applied  to  such  a 
great  variety  of  people,  views,  and  precepts,  I  can 
find  no  difficulty  in  locating  anybody  in  which- 
ever group  I  hate  the  worse.  It  is  the  slickest  way 
out  the  devil  ever  invented. 

Divisor — Multiple 
In  arithmetic,  we  all  learned  two  processes: 
finding  the  greatest  common  divisor,  and  finding 
the  least  common  multiple.  In  each  process,  we 
picked  certain  factors  and  multiplied  them  to- 
gether. In  the  first  process,  we  joined  only  the 
factors  that  were  common  to  all  the  numbers;  in 
the  second  process,  we  took  all  the  factors  found 
in  all  the  numbers.  Of  course  the  second  process 
gave  us  a  much  larger  number.  I'd  like  to  see  the 
Fundamentalists  and  the  Modernists  get  together 
on  some  basis.  They  ought  at  least  to  get  to- 
gether on  the  Greatest  Common  Divisor  basis. 
If  they  would  sit  down  in  good  humor  and  find 
out  how  many  things  they  can  agree  on,  thank  the 
Lord  for  that  much,  and  work  together  in  promot- 
ing obedience  to  God  along  those  lines,  we  would 
all  be  the  better  for  it.  That  would  be  finding  the 
greatest  common  divisor  and  using  it. 

But  it  would  please  me  a  great  deal  better  if 
they  would  follow  the  second  process — bring  in  all 
of  the  truth  that  both  have  found  and  both  groups 


accept  the  whole.  That  would  be  something.  And 
why  shouldn't  they?  God  wants  all  of  us  to  know 
all  the  truth;  but  he  never  gives  all  of  it  to  any 
one  man.  He  makes  us  learn  from  each  other;  and 
when  we  are  truly  Christian,  he  makes  us  humble 
enough  to  listen  to  each  other  and  search  the 
Scriptures  to  see  if  these  things  be  so.  And  what 
fine  men  each  group  would  find  the  other  group 
to  be,  and  what  an  enrichment  of  our  religious  life 
we  would  have,  just  because  we  all  want  all  of 
the  truth  and  fellowship  with  all  of  the  saints! 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


The  Security  of  the  Cross 

BY   CECIL   C   IKENBERRY 

In  one  of  the  great  art  galleries  of  Europe  hang 
two  pictures  painted  by  the  same  artist.  They  are 
both  efforts  to  portray  the  security  of  the  cross  of 
Christ.  The  first  picture  shows  the  disaster  of  a 
shipwreck  in  a  raging  storm  at  sea.  In  the  center 
of  the  picture  stands  a  great  stone  cross — the 
"Rock  of  Ages,"  projecting  above  the  sweeping 
waters.  Clinging  to  the  cross  with  both  hands  is  a 
lone  survivor,  while  all  around  are  fellow  pas- 
sengers with  outstretched  arms,  perishing  in  the 
angry  seas.  The  artist  had  an  afterthought.  Al- 
though this  painting  was  a  masterpiece  of  art  he 
was  not  satisfied.  Thus  he  painted  the  second 
picture.  He  used  the  same  setting  for  his  newer 
painting.  The  storm  was  raging  and  the  ship  was 
shattered  by  the  waves,  and  in  the  center  of  this 
picture  stands  the  same  stone  cross — the  "Rock  of 
Ages."  All  around  the  cross  were  human  lives 
struggling  with  the  stormy  waves,  searching  for 
security.  On  the  base  of  the  cross  stands  the  lone 
survivor  who,  while  clinging  to  the  cross  with  one 
hand,  reaches  out  with  the  other  and  grasps  a 
dangling  hand  and  rescues  a  fellow  passenger 
from  the  briny  deep. 

Is  it  not  true  that  there  are  many  devout  Chris- 
tian saints  who  are  holding  on  to  the  cross  with 
both  hands  lest  they  should  perish  in  the  storms 
of  life?  Their  interest  in  their  own  personal  sal- 
vation blinds  them  to  the  distress  and  suffering 
of  their  fellow  men  who  are  grabbing  at  straws 
for  security.  The  cross  offers  security  for  all  and 
it  is  an  opportune  time  for  those  who  have  found 
its  shelter  to  reach  out  and  draw  others  to  it,  lest 
they  perish  in  its  very  shadow.  The  compelling 
force  of  the  love  of  Christ  leads  us  to  share  the 
blessings  which  God  has  so  graciously  bestowed 
upon  us.  Is  not  this  the  meaning  of  Matt.  10:  39, 
when  Jesus  said,  "He  that  findeth  his  life  shall  lose 
it;  and  he  that  loseth  his  life  for  my. sake  shall 
find  it"? 

Johnson  City,  Tenn. 
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Capital    Punishment 

BY  CHESTER  N.  BAIRD 

The  warden  at  Sing  Sing  once  made  the  state- 
ment that  we  can  justify  capital  punishment  just 
as  long  as  we  justify  war.  As  Christians  we  ques- 
tion the  right  of  any  person  or  group  of  persons 
to  take  the  life  of  a  human  being.  The  Master 
valued  one  soul  above  the  value  of  the  whole 
world.  We  owe  every  man  as  much  time  as  God 
in  his  mercy  is  willing  to  give  him  to  prepare  for 
eternity.  If  a  Christian  still  favors  capital  punish- 
ment, it  is  likely  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  the  most 
practical  way  to  stop  murders.  We  have  the 
authority  of  Warden  Lawes,  who  has  had  charge 
of  Sing  Sing  prison  since  1920,  that  this  is  not  SO. 
He  says:  "I  am  opposed  to  the  death  penalty 
because  the  evasions,  the  inequality  of  its  appli- 
cation, the  halo  with  which  it  surrounds  every 
convicted  murderer,  the  theatrics  which  are  so 
important  to  every  court  proceeding  where  the 
stake  is  life  or  death,  the  momentary  hysteria, 
passion  and  prejudice  aroused  by  the  crime  which 
often  make  it  impossible  to  weigh  the  facts  care- 
fully and  impersonally  and,  finally,  the  infre- 
quency  of  its  application — all  tend  to  weaken  the 
entire  structure  of  social  control.  They  make 
for  cynicism  and  disrespect  of  all  law  enforcing 
agencies,  and  encourage  the  desperate  criminal 
toward  the  extreme  crime.  He  knows  that  his 
gamble  with  the  death  penalty  is  safer  than  with 
a  long  term  in  prison  for  a  lesser  offense." 

Statistics  show  that  of  ten  thousand  murders 
committed  yearly  less  than  two  per  cent  of  the 
murderers  pay  the  death  penalty.  In  the  eight 
states  where  capital  punishment  has  been  abol- 
ished there  has  been  no  increase  in  murders.  In 
the  other  forty  states  there  has  been  no  decrease 
in  homicides. 

Not  only  does  God  expect  each  man  to  prepare 
himself  for  eternity,  but  he  also  expects  him  to 
make  a  contribution  to  the  welfare  of  humanity. 
Each  man  needs  all  the  time  God  is  willing  to 
give  him  for  service  to  humanity.  We  count  as 
one  of  the  big  losses  from  war  the  cutting  off  of 
the  flower  of  the  nation's  youth.  Who  knows  what 
great  contributions  to  humanity's  welfare  might 
have  come  from  the  youths  who  died  in  the  World 
War?  Most  of  our  criminals  are  also  youths.  Do 
we  realize  that  modern  prison  methods  are  making 
it  possible  for  even  murderers  to  have  careers — 
to  develop  their  natural  talents  and  do  the  work 
for  which  they  are  best  fitted?  Many  murderers 
are  not  criminally  minded.  In  an  off  moment 
they  yielded  to  an  impulse  and  regret  their  deed 
the  rest  of  their  life.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
youthful  criminals  if  properly  handled  outgrow 


their  criminal  tendencies.  As  Christians  who  be- 
lieve in  the  forgiveness  of  sin  and  rebirth  for  the 
sinner,  we  ought  to  be  the  first  to  realize  that 
because  a  man  is  once  a  murderer  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  he  will  always  be  a  murderer.  Because 
these  facts  are  known,  enlightened  prison  officials 
are  doing  all  their  limited  resources  will  permit 
to  make  prison  life  as  nearly  as  possible  like  the 
world  outside.  They  are  attempting  to  make  con- 
victs into  useful  citizens  with  enough  interest  in 
life  to  keep  them  satisfied. 

As  Christian  citizens  let  us  concern  ourselves 
about  this  problem.  If  we  remain  inactive  while 
the  state  continues  to  take  human  life,  are  we  not 
guilty  of  sharing  in  the  crime?  Let  us  do  our 
part  to  abolish  capital  punishment  and  in  its  place 
substitute  not  necessarily  life  imprisonment,  but 
a  prison  term  to  continue  until  the  person  is  com- 
pletely cured  of  criminal  tendencies  and  fitted 
for  useful  citizenship.  Make  of  our  prisons  not 
a  place  of  vengeance  but  a  place  to  cure  the  body, 
mind  and  soul.  Reorganize  them  to  serve  this 
purpose.  Let  them  not  be  a  useless  expense  but 
an  investment  drawing  big  dividends  in  useful 
citizens  restored  to  society.  This  is  the  Christian 
spirit  and  the  wish  of  enlightened  prison  officials. 

Saxton,  Pa. 


Modernism  and  Missions 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

In  the  beginning,  when  persecution  arose  after 
the  stoning  of  Stephen,  the  disciples  went  every- 
where and  preached  the  teachings  of  Christ.  But 
man  was  not  slow  to  become  wise  in  his  own  esti- 
mation. Peter  and  James  and  John,  in  their  let- 
ters to  the  Christians  of  their  day,  warned  of  evil 
times  to  come.  False  teachers  would  come  among 
them,  and  some  such  would  arise  of  their  own 
number.  "Damnable  heresies"  would  come  in  and 
much  harm  would  be  done  to  the  body.  That 
time  has  already  come  upon  us;  there  are  many 
antichrists  in  the  pulpits.  Do  not  forget  the  Bible 
definition  of  the  word  antichrist:  "Many  deceiv- 
ers are  entered  into  the  world,  who  confess  not 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  flesh.  This  is  a 
deceiver  and  an  antichrist." 

What  affects  the  main  body  of  the  church  can 
hardly  be  kept  from  affecting  all  its  work,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  And  we  see  that  such  has  been 
the  case  in  the  mission  fields  of  the  world.  It 
seems  that,  not  satisfied  with  their  own  unbelief, 
the  antichrists  have  been  carrying  it  to  those 
whom  they  had  formerly  endeavored  to  convert 
to  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  It  seems  very  strange 
that  anyone  after  having  believed  on  Jesus  should 
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turn  away  from  him.    Yet  there  is  much  evidence 
that  many  have  done  just  that. 

There  are  mission  fields  where  modernism  is  be- 
ing taught,  rather  than  the  gospel.  And  modern- 
ism is  a  different  gospel,  not  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
Paul  clearly  taught  what  the  church  should  do 
in  case  any  came  preaching  a  gospel  different 
from  that  of  Christ.  The  reason  is  evident:  there 
is  no  other  gospel  that  can  save,  no  other  gospel 
which  has  come  from  God;  hence  no  other  gospel 
that  can  direct  one  on  the  way  to  God.  All  the 
others  are  false;  they  cannot  direct  one  aright 
when  he  wishes  to  forsake  sin  and  seek  righteous- 
ness. There  is  but  one  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ;  and  he  left  but  one  gospel.  All  others,  no 
matter  by  whom  they  are  taught,  are  false,  and 
are  to  be  rejected. 

The  command  given  by  the  Lord  was  to  go  to 
all  nations  and  teach  them,  baptizing  them,  and 
"teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 
I  have  commanded  you."  That  is  so  clear  that  he 
who  runs  may  read;  and  yet  men  go  to  teach  the 
heathen,  not  according  to  what  the  Lord  com- 
manded, but  what  they  in  their  pride  and  self- 
conceit  want  to  teach  them. 

Christianity  means  much  to  those  who  accept 
its  teachings  as  given  in  the  New  Testament  at 
what  they  say.  What  it  means  to  one  depends 
upon  the  amount  of  belief  he  has  in  the  Book. 
First  of  all,  take  the  question  that  formerly  was 
asked  of  all  who  sought  admission  to  the  church: 
"Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  he  brought  from  heaven  a  saving 
gospel?"  The  modernist  does  not  believe  in  him 
in  that  way.  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God  is  the  foun- 
dation upon  which  Christianity  is  based.  With- 
out him  in  this  position,  there  can  be  no  true 
Christianity. 

Another  point  is  the  virgin  birth  of  Christ,  and 
this  the  modernists  do  not  accept.  Of  him  they 
say:  "Jesus  was  divine — and  in  the  same  sense, 
all  are  divine." 

Of  the  resurrection  they  say:  "A  virgin  birth 
and  a  literal  resurrection  are  no  essential  part  of 
Christian  faith."  How  much  the  world  would  lose 
by  losing  all  belief  in  the  resurrection!  How  much 
of  our  New  Testament  would  disappear  if  all  that 
concerns  Christ's  resurrection  were  taken  out  of 
it!  And  how  much  of  our  hope  and  gladness 
would  be  gone  if  we  had  to  believe  that  there 
would  never  be  a  resurrection!  Anyone  of  the 
faithful  would  give  up  everything  of  earthly 
treasure  rather  than  this  hope  of  the  resurrec- 
tion. Paul  said:  "If  in  this  life  only  we  have 
hope  in  Christ,  we  are  of  all  men  most  miserable. 


But  now  is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead  and  become 
the  first  fruits  of  them  that  slept." 

Then  of  miracles  the  modernists  say:  "The  re- 
corded miracles  of  Christ  are  merely  legendary 
exaggerations  of  events  that  are  entirely  explic- 
able from  natural  causes."  But  saying  that  does 
not  make  it  true.  Jesus  was  the  truth  as  well  as 
the  life,  and  he  never  did  or  said  anything  that 
was  not  true.  It  is  easy  to  say  one  does  not  be- 
lieve in  miracles;  but  everything  we  have  ever 
learned  of  Jesus  is  miraculous,  from  birth  to  death 
and  resurrection  and  ascension. 

We  need  to  repeat  time  after  time  that  there  is 
only  one  Savior  and  that  he  brought  only  one  gos- 
pel into  the  world;  and  this  gospel  is  the  only  one 
which  shows  the  way  of  salvation.  It  does  not 
read  as  do  the  sayings  of  the  modernists.  It  tells 
how  Jesus  was  born,  how  he  lived  and  worked 
and  taught.  In  the  gospel  is  shown  as  in  no  other 
book  in  the  world  a  divine  life.  It  reveals  a  man 
who  went  about  doing  good,  trying  to  teach  men 
the  better  way  to  live,  healing  their  diseases  and 
forgiving  their  sins. 

But  the  great  trouble  with  the  modernists  is 
that  they  will  not  accept  miracles.  This  was 
shown  recently  by  a  new  translation  of  the  Bible 
into  the  Tamil  language.  The  Tamils  number 
about  twenty  million.  They  live  in  India,  and 
missions  among  them  prospered.  Seventy  years 
ago  a  translation  of  the  Bible  was  made  by  devout 
and  faithful  men.  But  recently  a  new  translation 
was  made,  and  is  being  imposed  upon  the  Tamil 
Christians.  It  is  not  a  revision,  but  a  new  trans- 
lation, with  changes  and  omissions  and  additions 
which,  on  almost  every  page,  affect  the  funda- 
mental truths  of  the  faith.  Printed  appeals  signed 
by  thousands  have  been  sent  to  the  Bible  Society 
in  opposition.  .  .  . 

"Dr.  Larsen,  principal  of  the  United  Theological 
College,  Bangalore,  has  been  chief  reviser.  He  is 
spoken  of  as  a  modernist  of  radical  type,  verging 
on  Unitarianism." 

Bits   of   Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

A  lady  had  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  cross 
a  busy  city  street.  Finally  a  gap  in  the  traffic  appeared 
and  she  stepped  out  into  the  street — only  to  be  grasped 
firmly  by  the  arm  and  pulled  back  to  the  curb. 

Her  quick  resentment  gave  way  to  profuse  gratitude 
as  a  speeding  car  she  had  not  seen  shot  past. 

The  man  who  had  played  hero  simply  smiled,  nodded 
his  head,  and  was  gone,  lost  in  the  crowd.  He  was  not 
only  a  human  benefactor,  but  a  gentleman,  the  knowl- 
edge of  duty  well  done  being  reward  enough. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Among  the  changes  made:  The  word  "Lord," 
applying  to  Christ  is  not  used,  but  "Master."  The 
word  "miracle"  is  left  out,  and  "sign"  used  in  its 
stead.  The  modernists  want  no  word  used  that 
would  imply  fulfillment  of  prophecy. 

Much  more  might  be  written.  Strange  that  any 
mission  board  should  take  such  a  stand. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 


The   High   Dignity   of   Mankind 

BY  WALTER  S.  COFFMAN 

The  second  chapter  of  Genesis  is  the  introduc- 
tion to  a  marvelous  drama  on  the  subject  of  sin. 
Yet  this  chapter  has  excellent  teaching  in  its  own 
right.  It  gives  us  an  account  of  the  creation,  in- 
structions to  the  persons  created,  and  the  insti- 
tution of  marriage.  There  is  nothing  else  in  the 
Bible  which  so  sets  forth  the  dignity  of  mankind 
like,  "And  Jehovah  God  formed  man  of  the  dust 
of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life;  and  man  became  a  living  soul." 
This  passage,  taken  together  with  "And  God  cre- 
ated man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he 
them,"  is  the  finest  incentive  in  the  world  to  keep 
man  from  living  on  the  same  plane  with  animals. 
This  is  also  taught  in  the  passage,  in  this  same 
chapter,  where  the  man  looks  over  all  the  animals, 
and  finds  that  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest,  there 
is  not  one  that  in  any  manner  approaches  the  dig- 
nity of  the  created  man. 

The  need  for  useful  work  is  also  set  forth  in  this 
great  chapter:  "And  Jehovah  God  took  the  man, 
and  put  him  into  the  garden  of  Eden  to  dress  it 
and  to  keep  it."  Some  have  looked  upon  the 
necessity  to  work  as  something  not  to  be  desired. 
But  this  ancient  writer  saw  the  good  in  it  from 
the  first.  Those  who  are  busy  at  useful  work  are 
the  happy  ones.  Those  who  have  no  useful  work 
soon  lose  self-respect,  as  has  been  shown  in  multi- 
tudes of  cases  in  our  own  times. 

This  early  writer  also  sets  forth  the  fact  that 
monogamous  marriage  is  the  ideal.  After  the  dis- 
gusting procession  in  which  the  man  looked  for  a 
mate  among  the  animals  he  was  confronted  with 
a  person  like  himself,  also  created  in  the  image  of 
God;  and  we  hear  his  cry  of  absolute  delight  at  his 
discovery,  "This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones,  and 
flesh  of  my  flesh:  she  shall  be  called  woman." 
And  then  the  moral  of  the  story  is  given,  "There- 
fore shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his  mother, 
and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall  be 
one  flesh."  And  though  there  have  been  many 
infractions  of  this  principle  of  monogamy,  no  sub- 
stitutes for  it  have  proved  happy  or  advantageous. 


We  often  hear  some  person  say,  when  he  allows 
his  dignity  to  crumble,  and  he  descends  to  the 
plane  of  the  animal,  "I  am  only  human,"  implying 
that  this  was  really  to  be  expected  of  him.  The 
truth  about  man's  real  nature  is  beautifully  ex- 
pressed in  this  early  teaching;  and  the  fact  that 
man  is  created  in  the  image  of  God  should  be  in- 
centive for  living  on  a  high  plane.  For  man  is  not 
only  human — he  is  created  in  the  image  of  the 
Divine,  and  should  uphold  himself  in  his  true  dig- 
nity. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 


The  Leisured  Heart 

BY   CHARLES   E.    ZUNKEL 

One  of  the  things  that  impresses  me  about  the 
life  of  Jesus  is  his  serenity  and  calm  amidst  the 
multitudinous  responsibilities  that  came  upon  his 
life.  Never  does  the  gospel  record  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  he  is  worried  or  fussed  by  the  hard 
things  he  faced,  or  by  the  thronging  of  the  multi- 
tudes with  their  many  needs  and  wants.  Turn  to 
Mark  1:  32-39  and  refresh  your  mind  on  the  ac- 
tivities of  some  busy  days. 

We  may  argue  that  Jesus  did  not  live  in  a  com- 
plex day  like  ours;  that  life  was  more  simple,  less 
hurried,  and  therefore  free  from  the  strains  that 
destroy  our  serenity.  But  the  record  is  clear  that 
he  lived  a  very  hard,  strenuous,  exacting  life.  In 
addition  to  the  throngs  of  the  populace  who  came 
with  their  sick  and  perplexed,  there  were  the 
groups  who  opposed  him,  who  tried  to  trap  him  in 
his  teachings,  and  finally  sought  to  destroy  his 
life. 

We  all  hunger  to  live  life  as  he  seemed  to  live 
it — with  a  "leisured  heart."  It  may  be  a  mother 
with  a  half-dozen  growing  children  and  all  the 
pressing  cares  of  the  family.  There  are  the  de- 
mands and  interests  of  growing  youth,  the  need 
for  companionship  with  her  husband,  the  call  of 
the  church  and  outside  interests.  These,  taken  to- 
gether, make  life  hurried  and  tend  to  make  us  live 
in  a  tension.  It  may  be  the  father  of  this  same 
family.  There  are  the  same  demands  upon  his 
time  coming  from  these  boys  and  girls;  there  are 
the  difficult  and  pressing  concerns  of  his  business; 
his  wife  needs  his  companionship;  his  church  and 
other  outside  groups  call  for  a  portion  of  his  time 
and  life.  Can  he  live  serenely  amidst  the  demands 
upon  his  life?  I  am  quite  sure  that  some  people 
do  live  life  calmly,  unhurriedly,  serenely,  amidst 
just  such  pressing  demands.  I  cannot  say  that  I 
have  attained,  but  "I  press  on"  and  I  believe  it  is 
worth  the  effort. 

What  suggestions  have  you  for  living  life  with 
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the  "leisured  heart"?  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  has 
made  some  suggestions  which  to  me  seem  perti- 
nent to  the  question  under  consideration.  First 
of  all,  life  with  the  "leisured  heart"  must  be  life 
"inwardly  adjusted  to  the  will  of  God."  Let  us 
amplify  this  a  bit.  Such  a  life  will  express  itself 
in  a  "power  to  live  in  spite  of"  discouragements, 
because  it  has  an  unshakable  faith  in  God  and  his 
goodness.  We  are  all  too  aware  that  life  has  its 
discouragements,  losses,  heartaches.  When  these 
steal  in  upon  one's  life,  whatever  his  age  or  his 
life  occupation,  there  is  need  for  something  to  un- 
dergird  him.  That  something,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
adequate  if  it  is  a  vital  faith  that  God  is  one's  true 
Friend  and  Helper.  The  remarkable  thing  about 
the  life  of  Jesus  is  that  he  faced  just  such  hard 
things  as  come  to  all  of  us,  but  always  he  seemed 
at  peace  in  the  consciousness  that  the  Father's 
love  and  care  were  adequate  for  his  every  need. 
Poets  have  voiced  such  a  faith  in  words  like 
these — 

I  know  not  what  the  future  hath 

Of  marvel  or  surprise, 
Assured  alone  that  life  and  death 

His  mercy  underlies. 

In  such  days  of  uncertainty  as  we  now  have  in  our 
world  it  is  essential  to  have  the  faith  that  with 
God  I  have  a  majority.  I  can  carry  through  with 
him. 

To  be  "inwardly  adjusted  to  the  will  of  God" 
means  again,  I  take  it,  that  we  have  a  "freedom 
from  strain"  in  our  life,  because  we  have  com- 
mitted all  of  life  to  him.  Sometimes  we  hear  fine 
Christian  people  talk  of  having  "prayed  through 
to  victory,"  or  of  "having  made  complete  surren- 
der." I  believe  what  they  mean  is  that  they  have 
given  all  of  life  to  Jesus  Christ  and  there  is  no 
other  master  bidding  for  their  lives.  They  tell  us 
that  in  making  tinplate  the  metal  is  subjected  to 
terrible  heat  for  a  period  of  hours,  sometimes  as 
much  as  seventeen  hundred  degrees.  This  heat 
treatment  unites  the  molecules  of  the  metal  and 
removes  the  inner  strain.  For  this  reason  tin  can 
be  bent,  and  bent,  and  bent  again,  without  break- 
ing. May  it  be  that  in  our  lives  the  refining  fire 
of  the  love  of  God  needs  to  burn  its  way  into  our 
souls  so  that  all  dross  is  removed,  so  that  life  is 
united  for  him?  I  believe  so.  Some  years  ago  I 
heard  a  great  Christian  quote  the  words  of  Jesus, 
"I  am  the  bread  of  life;  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall 
never  hunger;  he  that  believeth  on  me  shall  nev- 
er thirst."  He  followed  that  by  saying  that  for 
many  years  that  had  been  his  actual  experience. 
He  was  satisfied  of  soul.  Was  it  not  James  Chal- 
mers who  one  time  preached  on  the  "expulsive 


power  of  a  new  affection"?  Certainly  that  expul- 
sive power  took  hold  of  his  life  and  sent  him  out 
to  the  South  Sea  Islands  to  preach  to  cannibals  the 
gospel  of  his  Lord.  One  time  he  said,  "The  nearer 
I  get  to  Christ  and  his  cross,  the  more  do  I  long 
for  direct  contact  with  the  heathen."  No  wonder 
that  he  gave  himself  so  completely  that  one  day 
he  was  eaten  by  the  members  of  one  of  the  fiercer 
tribes.  I  believe  this  "freedom  from  strain"  will 
express  itself  in  a  seeking  first  of  kingdom  inter- 
ests. Then  there  will  be  no  fussiness  because  we 
are  trying  to  serve  two  masters.  Worry  and  ex- 
cessive drive  for  financial  success  will  fade  away. 
There  will  be  no  commitment  to  the  pleasures  of 
life  which  throw  one  into  a  whirl  of  activity  and 
produce  severe  nervous  strains.  Well  has  the 
Psalmist  said,  "Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord." 

Again,  to  be  "inwardly  adjusted  to  the  will  of 
God"  means,  I  believe,  "victory  over  sin."  Dr. 
Jones  has  well  summarized  the  victorious  life  as 
the  "life  of  Christ  reigning  victoriously  in  every 
portion  of  our  being  and  in  every  one  of  our  rela- 
tionships." In  other  words,  it  takes  all  of  life.  We 
will  not  try  to  nurse  secret  sins,  saying  to  our- 
selves, "No  one  will  ever  know  it."  This  sort  of 
practice,  whatever  the  sin,  eats  out  the  vitals  of 
our  lives.  Like  the  giant  tree  in  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains that  stood  unbowed  by  four  centuries  of 
wind  and  storm,  but  was  finally  destroyed  by  a 
tiny  bug  that  could  be  crushed  between  two  fin- 
gers, so  may  it  be  with  our  lives.  There  will  be  no 
cases  of  Dr.  Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde  in  our  lives.  We 
will  not  be  converted  in  spots,  leaving  others  un- 
touched. Sometimes  people  can  sing,  pray,  and 
testify  like  saints,  but  defraud,  deceive,  and  cor- 
rupt life  like  sinners. 

Further,  I  believe  that  growing  out  of  this  "in- 
ward adjustment  to  the  will  of  God"  will  be  "time 
for  others  and  their  concerns."  Here  is  a  mother 
with  six  active  young  people,  some  of  them  in  col- 
lege. The  demands  of  these  young  people  upon 
her  time  and  life  are  excessive.  But  still  she  is 
a  good  companion  to  her  husband,  and  one  who 
serves  her  church  and  community.  She  has  time 
to  be  a  counselor  and  friend  to  those  who  come  to 
her.  To  become  so  busied  with  our  own  concerns 
that  we  have  no  time  for  others  is  indicative  of  a 
pattern  of  life — a  selfish  one.  Recall  that  Jesus 
saw  the  multitudes,  their  great  needs  and  their 
burdens,  and  was  "moved  with  compassion"  for 
them.  He  ministered.  May  it  be  that  the  "leis- 
ured heart"  may  be  found  in  obedience  to  the  two 
great  commands  of  Jesus;  namely,  love  for  God 
with  all  one's  heart,  soul,  mind,  strength,  and  love 
for  one's  neighbor  as  one's  self? 

Lima,  Ohio. 
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We  Have  No  Roots! 

BY   KERMIT   EBY 

For  years  reformers  have  been  asking  why  Chicago, 
like  Lincoln  Steffen's  Philadelphia,  was  "corrupt  and 
proud  of  it";  why  the  individual  Chicagoan  did  not  as- 
sume more  responsibility  for  his  city  and  its  govern- 
ment; why  individuals  from  the  country  and  small  town 
are  sooner  or  later  frustrated  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
task  of  reforming  Chicago  and  decide  that  it  pays  better 
to  look  after  their  own  security  than  to  be  too  ideal- 
istic, or  return  to  the  small  town  from  whence  they 
came. 

My  answers  to  these  questions  are  not  the  product  of 
scientific  research;  they  are  only  impressions  and  so 
perhaps  have  no  validity — and  yet  they  are  beginning  to 
satisfy  me. 

Mrs.  Eby  and  I  have  two  children:  a  nine-year-old 
boy  and  a  seven-year-old  girl.  We  live  in  an  apartment 
and  janitor  service  is  included  in  our  rent.  The  chil- 
dren get  home  from  school  at  3:30.  When  it  is  warm 
they  play  outside  with  the  neighbor  children  and  beg 
money  for  Good  Humor  ice  cream  bars  when  the  de- 
livery boy's  bell  rings.  On  Saturdays  they  insist  on  go- 
ing to  the  movies  with  their  playmates.  The  children 
are  on  an  allowance,  but  their  money,  like  ours,  never 
seems  quite  to  reach.  Mrs.  Eby  and  I  were  brought  up 
on  a  farm  and  in  a  small  town  by  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
Dunker  parents.  We  were  trained  to  work  in  the  home 
at  a  very  young  age.  We  believe  that  our  children  also 
should  develop  some  responsibility  toward  that  primary 
institution,  the  home.  However,  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
find  something  for  youngsters  to  do  in  a  city  apartment. 
They  get  tired  doing  nothing  but  washing  dishes  and 
carrying  the  garbage  to  the  back  porch.  So,  if  we  don't 
watch  ourselves,  nearly  everything  we  ask  them  to  do 
is  asked  to  prevent  them  from  doing  something  else! 
Fortunately  for  us,  my  father  is  still  farming  and  our 
son  spends  the  summer  with  his  grandparents.  There 
he  learns  to  bring  in  the  cows,  gather  eggs,  carry  in 
wood,  carry  water,  and  milk  the  cows.  He  is  a  part  of 
the  family  unit.  It  is  easy  for  him  to  see  the  necessity 
for  bringing  the  cows  to  the  barn  before  milking  time; 
he  understands  if  no  wood  is  carried  in  and  no  eggs 
gathered  that  there  will  be  no  eggs  for  supper.  On  the 
farm  he  sees  the  relationship  between  the  sale  of  sur- 
plus eggs  and  milk,  and  money.  To  date,  our  children 
are  not  too  sure  what  an  executive  secretary  does  that 
entitles  him  to  a  salary — nor  is  their  father.  Last  sum- 
mer we  gave  our  son  $1.00  for  hair  cuts  and  30c  for  ice 
cream  cones  on  band  concert  nights.     His  grandfather 


paid  him  for  helping  pick  up  potatoes.  So  he  had  his 
$1.30  when  he  returned  to  the  city.  Restless  and  bored, 
he  got  on  his  bike,  rode  off,  and  came  back  in  an  hour, 
the  $1.30  all  spent  for  a  siren! 

Attitudes  and  character,  it  seems  to  me,  are  by-prod- 
ucts. If  adults  are  to  assume  responsibilities  for  our 
secondary  institutions,  they  must  have  within  them- 
selves a  sense  of  responsibility  developed  very  young, 
in  the  primary  institution,  the  home;  and  it  is  not  easy 
to  develop  such  responsibility  in  a  city  apartment — 
where  dimes  are  the  short  cut  to  a  stimulated  appetite 
for  ice  cream  or  movies. 

My  parents  moved  once  in  their  lifetime — from  my 
Grandfather  Eby's  farm  to  their  present  home,  three 
and  one-half  miles  south.  Mrs.  Eby  and  I  have  lived  in 
Syracuse,  Ind.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  twice  in  Chicago. 
The  children  remember  Ann  Arbor,  and  are  acquainted 
with  Chicago.  Fortunately  for  them,  we  have  not 
moved  since  coming  to  Chicago.  There  is  some  degree 
of  permanency  in  their  neighborhood  and  school  asso- 
ciations. How  long  this  permanency  will  continue  is 
hard  to  say  in  a  world  as  insecure  as  ours. 

The  first  of  May  and  the  first  of  October  are  moving 
days  in  Chicago.  Whole  families  play  "fruit  basket 
upset."  Those  on  the  north  side  move  south  and  those 
on  the  south  side,  north.  Consequently,  adjustments 
must  be  made  over  again  and  no  sense  of  community  re- 
sponsibility ever  develops.  (Incidentally,  it  is  no  acci^ 
dent  that  the  communities  in  Chicago — Morgan  Park, 
Hyde  Park,  Austin — which  take  an  active  interest  in  lo- 
cal government  and  their  schools,  are  communities  of 
home  owners.) 

We  live  between  three  worlds:  dad's  home  at 
Wakarusa,  where  we  grew  up;  Ann  Arbor,  where  we 
lived  six  years,  and  Chicago.  My  contacts  with  the 
Wakarusa  community  have  never  been  broken.  We 
spend  several  weeks  on  the  farm  every  summer.  I  know 
the  neighbors,  keep  up  with  the  marriages  and  births 


Callers 

BY  HELEN  HOAK  EIKENBERRY 

So  many  people  come  to  call  .  .  . 

And  each  one  leaves  a  little  of  himself. 

Why,  I  can  step  into  this  room  and  see  them  all, 

Not  in  a  group,  but  each  one  separately, 

As  my  mood  requires. 

Yes,  I  can  call  at  will  some  friend  now  far  away. 

I  can  find  cheer,  or  solace,  serious  thought  or  banter 

gay. 
For  always  I  can  have  the  friend  I  need  the  most 

today. 

Whoever  comes  to  call 
Leaves  something  of  himself. 
I  have  a  bit  of  every  friend, 
And  this  is  countless  wealth. 

Sterling,  III. 
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and  deaths,  go  to  the  funerals  of  my  relatives.  It  takes 
me  only  a  few  minutes  to  pick  up  the  trend  of  the  con- 
versation in  Floyd  Lehman's  barber  shop.  Dad's  home 
— the  brick  house,  the  red  barn,  the  pine  trees  in  the 
front  yard,  the  woods — give  me  a  sense  of  belonging, 
of  security  which  I've  never  experienced  anywhere  else. 
And  often  I  ask  myself  if  cities  can  survive  without  that 
sense  of  security  which  being  attached  to  a  home  brings. 
I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  substitute  for  the  co-oper- 
ative helpfulness  manifest  when  neighbors  get  together 
to  husk  the  corn  of  one  of  their  number  whose  leg  was 
broken  by  a  runaway  team,  or  for  the  help  given  by  the 
women  folk  in  cases  of  sickness  or  death.  It  is  this 
sharing  of  life's  experience  which  gives  life  meaning. 
The  six  years  we  spent  in  Ann  Arbor  were  extensions 
of  our  rural  experience.  Teaching,  if  well  done,  brings 
one  in  contact  with  parents,  and  Ann  Arbor  was  not  so 
big  that  visits  were  impossible.  Then,  too,  we  had  some 
leisure.  Our  friends  came  in  for  potlucks;  we  went  on 
picnics  on  the  Huron  River.  We  felt  ourselves  a  part  of 
the  lives  of  those  we  met.  But  in  Chicago,  it  is  not  so! 
Here  we  live  south;  some  of  our  friends  live  north  or 
west.  Distances  deny  opportunities  for  dropping  in  on 
one's  friends.  Dinner  dates  are  fitted  into  schedules 
weeks  ahead — and  then  sometimes  canceled  because  of 
union  activities.  After  nearly  three  and  one-half  years  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  we  are  not  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  any  of  our  neighbors.  Life  and  death 
goes  on  around  us  and  we  are  oblivious  of  the  joy  or 
tragedy  which  may  be  only  one  flight  of  steps  away. 

The  Chicago  Teachers'  Union  has  eight  thousand 
members,  the  affiliated  bodies  of  the  union  in  Illinois 
and  Chicago  over  one  half  a  million.  Contacts  with  the 
individual  members  out  in  the  factory  or  classroom  are 
rare.  The  membership  knows  its  officers  as  symbols — 
it  expects  them  to  be  able  to  get  it  whatever  it  wants — 
sick  leave  or  salary  increases — by  the  very  weight  of 
the  pressure  the  mass  exerts.  One  is  no  longer  a  person 
whose  contacts  are  warm  and  friendly;  one  has  become 
a  symbol,  or  a  tool.  And  the  more  I  think,  the  more  I 
am  convinced  that  the  really  important  things  in  life 
are  by-products  of  friendly  association,  by-products  of 
the  best  in  human  friendships. 

Lacking  the  really  significant  things  of  life,  we  city 
dwellers  pour  out  our  money  and  our  emotions  at  the 
movies.  There  we  vicariously  share  life's  joys  and  sor- 
rows, more  or  less  conscious  that  movies  are  a  poor 
substitute  for  the  creative  experiences  we  might  share. 
We  want  our  children  to  have  roots,  to  experience  a 
home  with  a  maple-tree  swing  in  the  backyard,  with  the 
sunshine  flickering  through  the  leaves  and  branches. 
But  they  live  in  the  city,  and  go  to  the  movies! 

My  earliest  memories  go  back  to  the  times  when  I 
followed  my  father  around  the  farm.  Mother  has  often 
told  me  how  frightened  she  was  when  I  decided  to  find 
dad  in  the  cornfield  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half,  and 
consequently  got  lost.  Many  are  the  times  that  I  fol- 
lowed dad  when  he  was  plowing  or  cultivating  corn 
until  weariness  drove  me  to  a  near-by  shade  tree.  Our 
children  do  the  same  when  they  go  out  to  dad's  farm! 
And  in  the  experience  they  learn  to  know  my  father, 
to  share  his  ideas,  to  absorb  his  values.  There  is  no 
better  time  to  talk  than  the  ten-minute  resting  time  for 
the  horses,  before  starting  another  round,  or  the  hour 
between  showers  at  haying  time.    Such  experiences  oft- 


en find  us  at  our  best — relaxed  and  communicative,  un- 
hampered by  the  pressure  of  a  distraught  world. 

Following  in  dad's  footsteps  made  deep  impressions 
on  me.  Canadian  thistles  were  a  disgrace  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned;  so  were  weedy  fence  rows,  uncultivated 
crops,  tools  out  in  the  weather.  To  this  day,  disorder 
and  sloppy  work  annoy  me.  I  have  carried  over  dad's 
emphasis  on  a  task  well  done.  Nor  will  I  ever  forget 
the  little  talk  he  gave  me  when  I  went  threshing  for 
the  first  time.  "A  man,"  he  said,  "always  helps  clean 
up.  He  never  steps  aside  and  lets  some  one  else  do  all 
the  dirty  work."  Since  then,  however,  I  have  seen 
many  a  man  step  aside  when  the  going  gets  tough!  Dad 
worked  hard  and  still  does.  He  expects  his  hired  men 
and  sons  to  do  the  same,  but  he  never  asks  any  one  to 
do  anything  he  would  not  do  himself.  From  him  I  un- 
consciously patterned  many  parts  of  my  life. 

I,  too,  have  a  son  and  I  must  confess  the  hours  I  have 
spent  with  him  are  fewer  than  those  dad  and  I  had  to- 
gether. My  work  is  such  that  I  am  out  much  at  night, 
and  often  when  I  do  get  home  the  pressure  of  people 
all  day  long  makes  me  want  to  escape  the  questioning 
and  noise  of  two  active  children.  Many  are  the  times 
when  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  giving  so  much  of  one- 
self to  one's  fellow  workers  is  unfair  to  one's  family.  In 
the  process  of  trying  to  save  our  secondary  institutions 
we  neglect  our  primary  ones — neglect  them  to  the  point 
of  failing  in  our  greatest  opportunity,  sharing  life  with 
our  children.  Dad  is  secure;  his  farm  is  paid  for.  As 
near  as  man  can  know,  he  knows  what  he  will  be  do- 
ing tomorrow  and  next  year.  He  is  dealing  with  crops 
and  cattle.  He  sees  them  grow.  He  sees  the  results  of 
his  efforts.  In  my  work,  I  deal  with  intangibles.  The 
effect  of  teaching  cannot  be  measured  today.  One's  life 
work  in  an  organization  never  is  evaluated.  And  so  we 
feel  insecure.  Some  of  us  write  articles,  hoping  to  see 
our  names  in  print.  The  more  insecure  we  become,  the 
more  we  confuse  action  with  creation,  develop  activity 
neuroses.  Rootless,  we  wither;  and  so  does  life  around 
us.  Sometimes  I  wonder  what  in  my  life  is  condition- 
ing my  children;  I  wonder  if  more  of  my  time  should 
not  be  spent  walking  through  the  snow,  watching  them 
try  to  walk  in  my  tracks;  conscious  at  the  same  time 
that  I,  like  millions  of  others,  cannot  break  the  chains 
which  bind  me  until  collectively  we  act  to  build  a  se- 
cure world  for  all. 


My  grandmother  Schwalm  died  late  in  1940.  She  was 
approaching  her  eighty-eighth  birthday.  Harvey 
Bowers,  one  of  my  grade-school  teachers,  and  minister 
in  our  little  Baugo  church,  read  grandmother's  obituary: 
mother  of  eight  children;  grandmother  of  twenty-five; 
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great -grandmother  of  thirty-two;  all  respectable  citi- 
zens, several  successful  as  the  world  measures  success. 
For  years  she  had  worked  with  grandfather  as  a  wife, 
mother,  hostess  for  revival  meeting,  ministers,  and  coun- 
selor for  grandfather — who  was  a  minister  and  presiding 
elder  in  many  a  church  controversy. 

We  have  two  children;  my  parents,  five;  Mrs.  Eby's, 
seven;  grandmother,  eight.  The  nine  couples,  or  eight- 
een adults,  in  Ann  Arbor  who  were  our  closest  friends, 
and  whose  average  age  was  thirty-two,  had  a  total  of 
nine  children  in  1936,  and  none  since.  Here  in  Chicago 
we  have  125,000  more  families  than  ever  before  and 
fewer  children.  The  average  family  has  three  mem- 
bers. One  hundred  mothers  of  child-bearing  age  have 
only  seventy-one  girl  babies.  The  school  population  is 
declining  ten  thousand  yearly.  Biological  unemploy- 
ment, not  technological  unemployment,  is  closing  the 
door  to  young  teachers.  Nationally  we  have  become  a 
nation  of  old  people,  not  youth.  Politicians  listen  to 
the  old  folks'  plea — pensions  are  more  urgent  than 
schools. 

American  cities,  like  those  of  former  civilizations,  are 
not  reproducing  themselves.  American  cities  of  500,000 
population  and  up  are  forty  per  cent  below  the  repro- 
duction rate.  Children  in  the  city  are  an  economic  li- 
ability, a  burden.  Stimulated  by  store  window  dis- 
plays, we  choose  fur  coats  and  two-toned  cars  instead 
of  babies.  We  drive  ourselves  to  bankruptcy  to  own 
things,  and  end  up  finding  that  a  fur  coat,  an  apartment 
hotel,  and  a  trip  to  Europe  are  poor  substitutes  for 
home  and  family.  You  see,  I  cannot  help  wondering 
who  makes  the  greater  contribution  to  life — a  grand- 
mother like  mine,  or  a  reformer,  like  some  I  know,  who 
attaches  himself  to  an  organization  or  cause  to  compen- 
sate for  his  empty  life. 

The  longer  I  teach  and  watch  teachers,  the  more  I  am 
convinced  that  teaching  is  an  art,  and  good  teachers  are 
few  and  far  between,  for  there  are  only  a  few  who  real- 
ly love  people,  who  are  content  with  power  with  people, 
who  do  not  demand  power  over!  You  see,  there  are  so 
few  that  can  really  give  of  themselves,  who  have  the 
deep  respect  for  human  personality,  without  which 
teaching  is  empty.  If  I  could  pick  the  teachers  under 
which  our  youngsters  were  to  study,  I  should  pick  teach- 
ers who  love  children,  who  have  lived  and  suffered 
enough  to  be  tolerant,  whose  faith  in  people  is  unlim- 
ited! 

In  these  days  of  war  and  dictatorship,  of  the  tyranny 
of  poverty  and  of  government,  we  need  to  be  reminded 
that  all  of  the  really  creative  men  of  history  have  been 
failures  in  their  generation — their  program  was  not  the 
world's.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  Buddha,  Socrates,  St.  Fran- 
cis and  Gandhi,  all  were  teachers  who  lived  with  the 


people  they  influenced;  theirs  was  the  victory  of  truth, 
not  force;  of  persuasion  by  example,  not  coercion  by 
arms;  of  love,  not  hate.  Grandmother,  too,  was  like 
this.  Her  life  was  one  of  constant  giving,  not  taking. 
Grandmother  had  roots! 

Grandfather  Schwalm,  father,  and  our  neighbors 
worked  six  days  a  week  and  went  to  church  twice  on 
Sunday.  On  Wednesday  evening  they  went  to  prayer- 
meeting.  Their  creed  was  simple:  God  is.  He  governs. 
His  judgments  are  sure.  Man's  task  is  to  live  up  to  his 
best  understanding  of  right.  Sin  is  death,  and  sinners 
burn  in  a  literal  hell.  They  believed.  Today  we,  too, 
are  asked  to  believe.  Democracy  is  on  everyone's  lips. 
Preserving  it  may  once  more  mean  death  for  thousands, 
even  millions.  And  when  I  look  around  me,  I  see  root- 
less Americans.  Will  the  nine  million  unemployed,  the 
four  million  young  people  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  twenty-five,  the  hemmed-in  and  frustrated  Negro, 
the  forty  million  Americans  with  their  more  or  less 
starved  bellies,  and  the  slum  dwellers,  make  good  de- 
fenders of  our  way  of  life?  Does  not  history  teach  us 
that  democratic  government  is  strong  in  a  pioneer  so- 
ciety where  people  have  land  and  homes — have  roots 
as  it  were?  Actually  we  are  faced  with  the  terrible  task 
of  preserving  democracy  in  a  machine  age,  when  the 
machine  itself  demands  regimentation! 

Certain  observations  seem  obvious  to  me,  and  none  is 
more  obvious  than  the  observation  that  a  static  society 
cannot  compete  with  an  active  one.  In  other  words, 
ours  is  not  the  task  of  preserving  what  we  have,  but  of 
extending  the  benefits  of  what  democracy  offers  us  to 

(Continued  on  Page  23) 


Thoughtful  Business 

BY  MARY  ESTHER  ROBINSON 

I  know  a  farmer's  wife 

With  endless  duties  to  perform. 

Yet  while  she  works  from  morn  till  night 
She  sings  and  prays  and  meditates. 

Washing,  ironing,  mending  .  .  . 

Planting,  hoeing,  tending  .  .  . 
And  while  she  works  she  finds  the  time 

To  ponder,  pray  and  meditate. 

Poultry  to  tend  and  cows  to  milk, 
And  cooking  and  dishes  to  do; 

Yet  while  so  employed  with  tasks  of  love 
She  still  has  time  to  meditate. 

Gathering,  canning,  jelling, 
She's  thankful  all  the  while, 

For  work  is  play,  if  we  sing  and  pray, 
And  use  some  time  to  meditate. 

Marketing,  nursing  and  teaching, 
These  help  to  explain  her  being. 

She  does  her  best,  and  leaves  the  rest, 
For  time  to  meditate. 

Silent  midnight,  busy  noonday, 
Early  dawn  or  evening  time — 

In  sweet  communion  with  her  Savior, 
She  spends  her  meditation  time. 

Fort  Loudon,  Pa. 
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Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  23 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Jesus  Condemned  and  Cruci- 
fied.—Luke  23: 13-25,   32-34a. 

Chrisiian  Workers,  Neighborliness.     Luke  10:  25-37. 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Why  a  Church  of  the  Brethren? 
Intermediates,  Do  We  Know  God? 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Portland  church,  Oregon. 

One  baptized  in  the  Myrtle  Point  church,  Oregon. 

One  baptized  in  the  Washington  Creek  church,  Kans. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Rocky  Ford  church,  Colo.,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  evangelists. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Nappanee  church,  Ind.,  and  two 
awaiting  the  rite,  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger,  evangelist. 

Thirty-two  confessions  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church, 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  two  received  on  former  baptism, 
Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank,  evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Cham- 
bersburg  church,  Pa.,  Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  G.  Rar- 
ick,  evangelists;  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  of  Chicago,  111.,  April  4-13,  in  the 
North  Winona  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Snider  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  April  6, 
in  the  Andrews  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Oscar  R.  Fike  of  Airpoint,  Va.,  March  30  to  April 
13,  in  the  Lost  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  April 
14-27,  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Jesse  D.  Reber  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  20  to 
May  4,  in  the  Reading  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Henry  C.  Eller  of  Luray,  Va.,  March  23,  in  the 
Ida  church,  Mt.  Zion  congregation,  Va. 

Bro.  J.  Perry  Prather  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  March  28  to 
April  6,  in  the  Bridgewater  church,  Va. 

Bro.  David  H.  Snader  of  Akron,  Pa.,  March  17,  in  the 
Upton  church,  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer  of  Bunkertown,  Pa.,  May  11,  in 
the  Lower  Conewago  congregation,  Bermudian  house. 

Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter  of  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va., 
March  30  to  April  13,  in  the  Morgantown  church,  W.  Va. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  has  time  for  two  more  evangelistic 
meetings  during  June  and  July.  Address  him  at  3435 
W.  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Bro.  Wm.  P.  Bosserman  of  the  Peace  Valley  church  of 
Southern  Missouri  had  never  been  to  the  Publishing 
House.  With  him  were  his  son  Wm.  O.  and  Bro.  Carl 
Yoder,  both  of  Chicago. 


Bro.  F.  H.  Crumpacker's  note  received  Monday  morn- 
ing was  written  aboard  the  S.  S.  President  Coolidge, 
March  11.  Evidently  a  safe  landing  was  effected.  They 
expected  to  be  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  for  the  time  being. 

Prof.  Forrest  L.  Weller  of  Elizabethtown  College  will 
conduct  a  Bible  Institute  in  the  Mount  Olivet  church  of 
Southern  Pennsylvania  March  30,  sessions  at  10:30  A. 
M.  and  2:00  P.  M.  "We  invite  the  brethren  and  sisters 
of  near-by  congregations." 

President  Schwalm  of  McPherson  College  has  been 
released  by  the  board  of  trustees  in  order  that  he  might 
accept  the  offered  presidency  of  Manchester  College.  At 
our  latest  information  the  McPherson  vacancy  thus  cre- 
ated had  not  yet  been  filled. 

Two  faithful  couples  deserve  your  congratulations. 
It  was  the  golden  anniversary  for  Brother  and  Sister 
Conrad  Laudner  of  Bristow,  Iowa.  You  must  add  six- 
teen to  that,  yes,  sixty-six  in  all,  for  Brother  and  Sister 
John  A.  Carpenter  of  Fruita,  Colo. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Butterbaugh  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  came  to 
the  inevitable  end  of  his  long  struggle  with  ill  health 
Monday  night,  March  10.  For  many  years  Bro.  Butter- 
baugh was  a  very  efficient  member  of  the  Conference 
Auditing  Committee.  We  shall  have  more  about  him 
soon. 

Dr.  A.  Raymond  Cottrell,  lately  returned  from  India, 
will  address  the  men  of  Middle  Indiana  at  their  annual 
spring  meeting  in  the  Wabash  City  church,  2:00  P.  M., 
March  30.  Following  this  there  will  be  a  fellowship 
supper  at  which  Bro.  Howard  Sollenberger  will  tell 
about  his  relief  work  in  China. 

Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  president  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege and  director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service, 
will  be  the  speaker  at  the  pre-Easter  meetings  in  the 
Bear  Creek  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  April  6  to  13. 
"Special  invitation  is  given  to  surrounding  churches  and 
to  all  who  may  be  able  to  attend." 

Bro.  Clement  Lapp  had  not  been  in  evidence  before  at 
the  Publishing  House.  He  was  working  with  the  refu- 
gees in  Cuba.  Two  others  who  know  a  lot  about  relief 
work  in  the  farther  places  of  the  earth  are  Howard  Sol- 
lenberger and  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Jr.  All  three  were  at 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  meeting  last  Saturday. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Juniata  College  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  March  30,  morning,  afternoon  and  evening,  in 
the  Lebanon  City  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  His 
themes  will  be  The  Intimate  Call  of  God,  Sacrificial 
Service,  On  the  Watch  Tower.  It  is  the  first  anniversary 
of  moving  into  the  new  church  home  at  Fourth  and  Lo- 
cust Streets.    "We  invite  our  friends  to  worship  with  us 

in  these  services." 

•        •        • 

Miscellaneous  Items 
North  and  South  Carolina  Brethren  are  facing  the 
present  situation  with  the  determination  to  do  their 
best.  A  note  from  North  Wilkesboro  says:  "There  are 
twelve  families  .  .  .  here  with  no  organized  church. 
However,  we  are  determined  not  to  be  branded  as  in- 
active members.  Our  goal  is  $2  per  member  for  peace, 
and  a  Gospel  Messenger  in  every  home." 
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A  sacred  program  of  combined  choirs  directed  by  Bro. 
Henry  Gotshall  of  Annville,  Pa.,  will  be  given  in  the 
Quakertown  high  school  auditorium  at  2:30  tomorrow 
afternoon,  March  23. 

Bridgewater  College  is  the  first  to  provide  our  files 
with  a  fine  new  catalogue  for  the  1941-42  school  year. 
We  might  add  that  it  was  printed  here  at  the  Publish- 
ing House  and  looks  to  us  like  a  very  creditable  job. 

Eastern  people  interested  in  a  personally  conducted 
travel  tour  including  the  La  Verne  Conference  and  oth- 
er points  of  interest  may  secure  full  particulars  by  writ- 
ing to  Miss  S.  Elizabeth  Englar,  729  W.  Princess  St., 
York,  Pa. 

"I  have  been  using  some  of  the  two-cent  U.  S.  de- 
fense stamps,  but  when  placing  the  same  on  mail  I  al- 
ways turn  the  gun  downwards.  That  is  symbolic  of  my 
way  of  thinking  that  they  ought  only  shoot  into  the 
earth  or  straight  downwards  in  the  ocean  and  not  into 
ships  or  men's  bodies,  if  used  at  all." — McKinley  Coff- 
man,  Sebring,  Fla. 

What  is  your  guess  as  to  the  number  of  persons  mak- 
ing it  a  point  to  visit  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  in 
the  course  of  a  year?  The  guest  register  shows  463 
names  for  1940-41.  We  are  sure  we  did  not  get  all 
signed  up,  nor  do  we  count  regular  visitors.  With 
Conference  on  the  Pacific  Coast  this  year,  we  are  look- 
ing for  many  eastern  visitors  this  spring  and  summer. 
Why  not  put  Elgin  on  your  list  of  places  to  see  when 
you  go  west  for  Conference  or  for  a  vacation? 

How  to  get  more  out  of  your  Messenger.  First  read 
your  paper — all  of  it  as  soon  as  you  get  it,  or  as  soon 
as  you  possibly  can,  keeping  in  mind  that  you  are  go- 
ing to  pass  it  on  to  someone  who  cannot  afford  to  sub- 
scribe. ■  This  is  the  second  year  I  am  giving  it  to  such 
a  sister  and  find  I  am  reading  all  of  the  paper  while  it  is 
fresh  instead  of  laying  it  aside  to  finish  reading  at  a 
more  convenient  season.  Sometimes  the  next  paper 
comes  without  the  one  having  been  read  if  you  do  not 
plan  to  give  it  away  soon.  Try  it. — Mrs.  W.  A.  Dull,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif. 

~Slonaker  Genealogy.  News  has  just  reached  us  that 
a  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Slonaker  Descendants 
in  America  is  about  to  be  published.  It  will  comprise 
a  volume  of  some  600  6x9-inch  pages,  bound  in  cloth 
with  gold  lettering,  and  will  give  the  records  back  to 
the  first  Slonakers  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  early  in 
1700.  These  records  are  intended  to  include  all  the 
many  thousands  of  descendants  now  widely  scattered 
over  the  United  States,  Canada  and  some  foreign  coun- 
tries and  to  bring  the  history  up  to  the  present.  Any- 
one interested  should  write  at  once  to  the  editor,  Dr. 
J.  R.  Slonaker,  334  Kingsley  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

Yes,  we  are  still  trying  to  get  your  Messengers 
through  on  time.  But  part  of  the  responsibility  rests 
with  your  local  post  office.  Here  is  what  one  pastor 
found  when  he  went  to  checking  up:  "I  went  to  the 
postmaster  this  morning.  He  very  kindly  took  me  to 
the  superintendent  of  mails.  They  will  not  give  any 
assurance  that  club  mail  arriving  even  as  early  as  Fri- 
day morning  will  always  be  delivered  before  Sunday. 
It  all  depends  on  how  rushed  they  are.  If  the  post  office 
is  not  too  busy  to  work  it  they  get  it  ready  to  go  out 
Friday  afternoon.  If  it  is  worked  after  eleven  on  Fri- 
day, and  the  carrier  has  a  heavy  load  Saturday  morn- 
ing, he  just  leaves  it  until  Monday.  They  make  sure 
they  do  not  have  enough  of  a  load  to  keep  them  out 
more  than  four  hours  Saturday  morning." 


Help  Wanted,  see  page  25,  is  a  statement  concerning 
the  needs  of  hungry  peoples  which  you  should  read. 

The  Ellisforde  church  of  Washington,  Bro.  Clement 
Bontrager,  pastor,  has  issued  a  yearbook  and  directory 
of  a  very  serviceable  kind.  Its  most  significant  feature 
is  a  concise  and  yet  comprehensive  statement  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  various  officers  and  agencies  of  the  church. 
There  are  two  pages  of  Suggested  Plans  among  which 
we  note  this  very  wise  one:  "Early  and  liberal  giving 
to  forestall  an  emergency  late  in  the  year." 
•  •  • 
About  Books 

(Continued  From  Page  2) 
sight.  In  its  closing  paragraph  the  author  says:  "It  was 
because  Christianity  first  of  all  built  the  church  in  the 
house  that  it  produced  the  Christian  home,  the  richest 
and  most  fruitful  institution  ever  known."  The 
phrase,  "the  church  in  the  house,"  is  gripping  and  what 
a  fine  sermon  theme!  In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
chapters  your  reviewer  has  ever  read  in  any  book.  The 
remaining  chapters  follow  that  thoroughly  Biblical  and 
historical  analysis  so  characteristic  of  Dr.  Speer.  To 
Dr.  Speer,  Christianity  is  not  another  religion;  it  is  the 
only  true  and  adequate  remedy  for  the  ills  of  indi- 
viduals and  society.  Christ  is  much  more  than  the 
greatest  of  the  prophets;  he  is  God,  immanent  and 
transcendent.  He  says:  "On  the  very  face  of  it  the  New 
Testament  is  a  propaganda  of  a  new,  universal  and  ab- 
solute message,  of  the  significance  of  a  unique  and  soli- 
tary personality,  of  One  Name,  over  all  names,  and  of 
one  salvation.  It  declares  that  every  man  needs  it  and 
it  alone."  Though  a  conservative,  the  author  goes  on  no 
tangents  of  speculation.  His  attitude  toward  war  is  per- 
haps the  only  place  where  the  majority  of  our  ministers 
will  find  themselves  disagreeing.  But  the  most  ardent 
pacifist  can  well  afford  to  be  familiar  with  the  argu- 
ments of  so  powerful  an  advocate.  The  chapters  in  this 
volume  are:  The  Church  in  the  House,  Primitive  Chris- 
tianity, The  Early  Church  as  a  Fellowship,  The  Early 
Church  and  the  Race  Problem,  Primitive  Christianity 
and  Other  Religions,  and  The  Place  of  Christ. — Merlin 
C.  Shull. 

Misunderstood  Subjects.  William  Kinsey.  Copy- 
righted, 1941,  by  the  author.    128  pages.    $1.00. 

There  are  a  number  of  subjects  of  perennial  interest 
of  which  this  question  is  frequently  asked:  What  does 
the  Bible  say  about  it?  And  then  the  discussion  ends 
unsatisfactorily,  for  no  one  seems  to  know  exactly  what 
the  Bible  does  say. 

This  book  is  opportune  because  it  answers  some  of 
these  recurrent  questions  from  a  sound  Biblical  exegesis. 
The  chapter  headings,  indicating  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tions dealt  with,  are:  Signs  of  the  Times,  Disturbing 
the  Peace,  Making  the  Peace,  The  Jews  and  the  New 
Covenant,  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ,  The  Blood  in 
Our  Salvation,  and  Rules  for  Studying  the  Bible. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  author  has  a  readable  style. 
He  writes  poetry,  and  some  of  his  poems  are  inter- 
spersed through  the  book. 

Who  ought  to  buy  the  book?  Whoever  is  interested  in 
the  questions  therein  treated.  The  young  student  of  the 
Bible  will  imbibe  the  book's  viewpoint  as  he  reads.  The 
older  and  more  mature  will  enjoy  it,  and  from  its  pages 
the  minister  may  glean  some  of  those  precious  nuggets 
— sermon  ideas. — F.  E.  Mallott,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
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A  True  Witness 

AS  TOLD  BY  MRS.  JUNG  TO  MARTHA  N.  PARKER 

(Note:  Mrs.  Jung  is  a  graduate  nurse  who  works  half  time  in 
the  Women's  Bible  School  and  half  time  in  the  hospital.  She  is 
a  devout  Christian  woman.  This  year  she  was  chaperon  for  about 
twelve  young  men  and  women  going  to  Peking  to  school.  The 
following  incident  happened  on  this  trip.  Clara  Li,  mentioned 
here,  is  the  Miss  Li  whose  story  and  picture  have  been  presented 
to  the  home  church  in  a  printed  leaflet.  She  has  been  helped 
through  school  by  funds  from  friends  in  America.  She  graduated 
from  Yenching  University  last  year.  Kenneth  Kan  is  a  second- 
year  student  in  Peking  Union  Medical  College.  He  and  Clara  are 
engaged  to  be  married.) 

We  had  a  good  trip  all  the  way  from  Ping  Ting  to 
Peking.  We  were  so  glad  that  Clara  Li  and  Kenneth 
Kan  were  at  the  railway  station  to  meet  us.  We  had 
planned  to  stay  at  the  American  Board  Mission  but  they 
were  almost  filled  up  and  could  take  only  the  boys. 
Clara  had  all  arrangements  made  for  the  girls  and  my- 
self to  stay  in  a  small  ihn.  Otherwise  I  do  not  know 
where  we  would  have  slept  that  night  as  every  place 
was  filled,  since  there  were  so  many  students  in  the 
city  taking  entrance  examinations. 

When  we  stepped  off  the  train  all  of  us  piled  our  bag- 
gage together.  Kenneth  said  he  would  watch  it  for  us 
while  Clara  and  I  made  arrangements  for  going  on. 
Just  after  we  left  Kenneth,  a  stranger  in  foreign  clothes 
came  to  the  stack  of  baggage  to  pick  up  his  own  bag 
from  the  top  of  the  pile.  The  man  had  placed  it  there 
when  Kenneth  was  not  looking.  Not  knowing  our 
pieces  of  baggage,  Kenneth  thought  this  stranger  was 
trying  to  walk  away  with  some  of  our  things.  He  said, 
"Friend,  I  believe  that  bag  is  ours."  At  this,  the  man 
turned  on  Kenneth  and  talked  very  angrily.  He  called 
Kenneth  a  thief  and  said  the  bag  was  his.  Kenneth,  on 
realizing  his  mistake,  smiled  and  said,  "I  am  sorry,  sir. 
I  am  watching  baggage  for  student  friends  and  I  really 
thought  your  bag  was  theirs.  Excuse  me,  please."  But 
the  man  talked  even  louder  than  ever  and  slapped  Ken- 
neth on  the  face.  With  the  smile  still  on  his  face,  Ken- 
neth said  again,  "I  am  very  sorry,  friend;  it  was  my 
mistake,"  but  the  man  only  answered  by  slapping  Ken- 
neth again  on  the  other  side  of  his  face. 

All  this  happened  while  many  of  the  students  were 
standing  near  by.  They  were  trembling  with  fear.  One 
of  them  came  to  call  Clara  and  me.  Just  as  we  re- 
turned to  the  spot,  the  stranger  grabbed  Kenneth  by  the 
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tie  and  said  he  was  going  to  take  him  to  the  police. 
Clara  and  I  followed  them.  When  we  reached  the  office 
door  of  the  railroad  police,  the  stranger  called  Kenneth 
a  thief  and  swore  that  Kenneth  was  trying  to  take  his 
baggage.  The  Chinese  police  officer  asked  Kenneth  who 
he  was,  where  he  was  from  and  why  he  was  there.  In 
a  calm  and  quiet  manner,  Kenneth  told  his  story.  Then 
the  police  said  to  the  stranger,  "Now,  look  here.  You 
know  as  well  as  I  do  that  a  man  like  this  would  not 
stoop  to  petty  thievery,  so  you  can  just  let  this  matter 
drop  or  call  up  the  higher  authorities  yourself.  I  will 
not.  In  there  is  a  telephone."  The  stranger  mumbled 
something  and  turned  away. 

Kenneth,  still  wearing  a  calm  and  unperturbed  ex- 
pression, walked  away  with  us  and  never  said  a  word 
to  the  man  or  to  the  police  officer  about  how  roughly 
and  unjustly  he  had  been  treated.  We  had  not  gone 
very  far  before  the  stranger  ran  after  us  and  taking 
Kenneth  by  the  arm  said,  "Friend,  I  am  sorry.  I  was 
in  the  wrong.  Forgive  me."  Kenneth,  with  face  shin- 
ing, took  the  stranger's  hand  and  said,  "That  is  all  right, 
friend;  we  have  forgotten  it  already." 

I  can  still  see  his  bright,  shining  face,  lit  up  as  with 
a  heavenly  light  all  the  time  the  stranger  hit  him  and 
"reviled  him  and  said  all  manner  of  evil  against  him, 
falsely."  And  I  can  still  hear  his  kind  words  as  he  took 
the  stranger's  hand  and  said,  "It  is  already  forgotten." 
As  the  students  tried  to  thank  him  for  what  he  had  suf- 
fered for  them  and  to  express  their  appreciation  for  the 
wonderful  way  he  had  acted,  he  just  said,  "Oh,  it  was 
nothing.  Let  us  go  on  home  now."  As  one  student 
afterward  remarked,  "In  a  whole  generation,  we  can 
never  forget  the  witness  Kenneth  has  given  us  today." 


Missions  Are  Still  the  Path  to  Peace 

Can  this  story  be  matched?  A  German  deaconess  in- 
terned in  the  British  C.  M.  S.  mission  at  Mvumi,  Tan- 
ganyika Territory,  East  Africa,  has  been  given  permis- 
sion to  teach  the  girls  there,  thus  releasing  two  British 
teachers  of  that  station  to  carry  on  the  deaconess'  work 
at  Maneromango.  Deaconess  von  Waldon's  faith  is  justi- 
fied. Her  lifework  is  continued  despite  her  own  in- 
ternment. But  her  faith  has  been  put  to  severe  tests. 
First  there  were  five  months  without  money  from  the 
German  home  society  while  she  and  her  fellow  workers 
struggled  to  keep  alive  the  mission  work  in  Manero- 
mango, the  women's  and  girls'  work,  and  the  hospital. 
Internment  of  the  German  staff  took  place  July  1.  For 
three  months  Deaconess  von  Waldon  was  in  a  British 
resthouse,  all  the  while  praying  that  her  mission  work 
could  survive  without  missionary  support  or  personnel. 
And  it  did  survive.  The  Education  Department  of  the 
government  has  made  grants  which  will  enable  the  two 
C.  M.  S.  sisters  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  war- 
time. 

In  back  of  Deaconess  von  Waldon's  simple  words  lies 
a  lifetime  of  faith  in  God's  help:  "And  I  am  so  grateful 
for  all  the  kindness  of  the  C.  M.  S.  mission  and  their 
helping.     We  have  with  them  a  bond  in  Jesus  Christ. 
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We  are  under  supervision  and  in  maintenance  of  the 
government,  but  Bishop  Chambers  has  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility for  us  and  he  is  helping  us  so  very  much. 
We  don't  know  if  we  will  stay  here  until  the  end  of  this 
war,  but  we  know  that  we  shall  not  be  separated 
from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 
I  hope  the  Lord  will  guide  the  mission  work  and  us." — 
International  Missionary  Council. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

American  public  opinion  is  opposed  to  our  entrance 
into  the  war.  It  must  be  admitted  that  a  great  majority 
are  willing  that  our  country  should  furnish  aid  to  Eng- 
land, but  few  want  our  boys  to  fight  on  European  soil. 
Church  people  should  write  their  Congressmen  and  the 
President  expressing  opposition  to  sending  troops  to 
Europe.  In  our  hearts,  we  pacifists  are  opposed  to  all 
munitions  and  the  building  of  other  instruments  of  de- 
struction. But  on  this  one  thing,  no  boys  to  Europe,  we 
still  have  the  majority  of  American  people  with  us.  Let 
us  play  our  part  in  maintaining  this  sentiment  and  mak- 
ing it  known  to  our  national  leaders. 

The  Elgin  Church  of  the  Brethren  had  a  mountaintop 
experience  on  the  night  it  decided  without  a  negative 
vote  to  loan  its  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney,  for  six 
months  of  service.  He  is  now  serving  as  the  director 
of  our  first  Civilian  Public  Service  camp.  The  Elgin 
church  realizes  that  it  may  be  better  able  to  carry  on  in 
the  absence  of  the  pastor  than  many  other  churches, 
since  there  are  a  large  number  of  ministers  in  the  con- 
gregation. Yet  their  pastor  will  be  greatly  missed  both 
in  the  church  and  community.  Many  adjustments  may 
be  necessary  in  our  established  ways  of  doing  things  in 
these  hours  of  trial.  But  great  opportunities  for  new 
and  attractive  endeavors  always  bring  their  dangers. 
We  must  not  forget  that  our  churches  will  be  here,  we 
hope  and  believe,  long  after  this  emergency  is  over. 
Hence  we  must  keep  the  home  fires  burning.  No  church 
should  allow  its  own  program  to  be  seriously  crippled. 
The  long  established  work  of  the  church  must  not  suf- 
fer. If  the  very  worthy  camp  program  should  curtail 
the  missionary  program  of  the  church  it  might  not  be  a 
lasting  blessing.  Let  us  keep  a  sane  balance.  For  after 
all,  years  of  faithful  and  varied  ministry  in  mission  sta- 
tions and  pastorates  are  probably  still  more  lasting  and 
important  than  the  more  dramatic  demonstrations  of 
our  faith. 


A  Tea  for  Mothers  and  Daughters 

Some  churches  prefer  a  tea  for  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters' week  instead  of  a  banquet.  It  saves  time,  labor 
and  expense,  yet  gives  opportunity  for  the  festivities 
which  women  like.  We  have  prepared  a  program  for 
such  occasions  called  A  Tete-a-Tete  for  Mothers  and 
Daughters.  There  are  suggestions  for  the  tea  table  and 
the  program.  Price,  five  cents.  Order  from  Brethren 
General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111. 

Be  sure  to  examine  the  Gospel  Messengers  for  April 
19  and  May  10  when  they  appear.  In  the  Church  at 
Work  Department  there  will  be  suggestions  and  ideas 
about  Mother's  Day,  Mothers  and  Daughters,  Family  and 
Church  Occasions  and  the  Home  Life  Emphasis. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  March  22-29 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

It  was  a  thankful  and  happy  father  and  mother  in 
Southern  California  who  greeted  Howard  Sollenberger 
as  he  returned  from  China  on  Jan.  27.  What  a  grand 
family  reunion  they  had  together! 

Howard  had  been  in  China  doing  relief  work  for  two 
and  a  half  years.  Bro.  O.  C.  Sollenberger  and  Howard 
had  gone  to  China  in  the  summer  of  1938.  Together 
they  served  the  Chinese  people  through  dark  days.  In 
the  fall  of  1940,  O.  C.  Sollenberger  returned  to  U.  S.  A. 

During  this  time,  Sister  Sollenberger  and  daughter, 
Alberta,  were  in  California.  It  was  not  easy  to  be  sepa- 
rated. Mother  and  daughter  knew  that  father  and  son 
were  in  danger  many  times,  but  they  prayerfully  en- 
dured the  months  of  separation,  knowing  that  their 
loved  ones  were  carrying  on  their  mission  and  relief 
work  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  for  the  church. 

Let  our  prayers  be  continuous  in  behalf  of  pioneers  in 
the  kingdom  of  God. 


Women's  Work  Exceeds  Its  Goal 

BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

The  women  of  the  church  will  be  exceedingly  thank- 
ful that  the  goal  for  the  year  1940-1941  has  been  more 
than  reached.  The  total  stands  at  $16,599.45.  This  is 
cause  for  rejoicing. 

Many  people  will  enjoy  seeing  the  totals  of  Women's 
Work  Project  giving  during  the  past  eleven  years — 

1940-41     $  16,559.45 

1939-40     16,557.53 

1938-39 16,096.17 

1937-38 16,126.88 

1936-37     15,634.39 

1935-36     14,163.77 

1934-35 16,458.99 

1933-34  14,297.61 

1932-33     13,835.21 

1931-32     11,593.97 

1930-31     12,691.86 

Total    $164,015.83 

A  Budget  Is  Living 

A  budget  isn't  sums  to  me. 

It's  happy  schoolgirls'  faces; 

It's  tired,  sick  mothers  getting  well; 

It's  light  in  gloomy  places. 

It  isn't  just  long  columns  full 
Of  headachy  addition; 
It's  missionaries  sailing  out 
To  fill  a  great  commission. 

It's  you  and  I,  who'd  like  to  go, 
And  give  our  gifts  to  prove  it. 
How  wonderful  a  budget  is! 
It  lives,  and  so  I  love  it. 

— Selected 
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Our  Church  Board  of  Christian  Education 

By  L.  Avery  Fleming,  General  Secretary 
General  Services  and  Aims 

Among  the  boards  and  agencies  of  the  church,  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  and  its  staff  are  privileged 
to  have  a  direct  service  relationship  with  our  denomi- 
nation's 1,017  local  churches,  1,024  Sunday  schools,  12,- 
569  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers,  and  699  pastors. 
The  Board  is  in  reality  the  Department  of  the  Local 
Church. 

Through  correspondence,  the  Board's  staff  answers 
thousands  of  letters  annually — inquiries  which  include 
the  whole  range  of  our  Christian  educational  problems. 
Moreover,  the  Board's  staff  creates,  publishes  and  dis- 
tributes a  wide  variety  of  guidance  materials  for  all 
phases  of  the  church's  educational  program. 

The  specific  functions  of  the  Board  may  be  listed  un- 
der four  main  headings: 

(1)  To  lead  our  people  to  a  growing  appreciation  and 
understanding  of  their  educational  task. 

(2)  To  make  more  vitally  dynamic  the  local  church's 
program  of  Christian  education. 

(3)  To  encourage  the  extension  and  expansion  of  the 
local  church's  educational  program. 

(4)  To  co-ordinate  and  unify  the  various  educational 
agencies  and  enterprises  working  in  the  church. 

The  Easter  Offering  for  Christian  Education 

For  many  years  our  brotherhood  has  observed  Easter 
as  a  day  for  centering  its  attention  upon  the  program  of 
Christian  education.  Christian  education's  vital  con- 
cern is  the  Christian  evangel.  The  "good  news"  must 
be  continually  declared  through  the  educational  pro- 
gram of  the  church.  This  year  Easter  comes  on  Sunday, 
April  13.  A  budget  of  $19,500  is  needed  to  continue  the 
present  educational  program.  This  represents  only 
eight  per  cent  of  the  total  church  budget.  A  minimum 
offering  of  twelve  cents  for  every  member  of  the  church 
will  raise  the  entire  budget;  however,  it  will  be  wise  for 
many  churches  to  set  a  goal  somewhat  above  the  mini- 
mum. Christian  education  must  continue  to  lead  per- 
sons to  Christ  and  to  make  them  increasingly  Christian 
in  daily  living. 

Fields  of  Work 

Organization  and  Administration  in  the  Local  Church 

Adult  Work  (Including  Men's  and  Women's  Work) 

Young  People's  Work 

Children's  Work 

Evangelism 

Peace 

Leadership  Education 

Sunday-school  Lessons  and  Papers 


Loan  Library 

Annual,  District, 
and  Regional  Con- 
ferences 

Summer  Camps  and 
Assemblies 

Special  Day  Pro- 
gram Material 

Mimeographed  Let- 
ters and  Bulletins 
to  Local  Church 
Leaders 

Home  and  Parent 
Education 

Music 

Moral  Welfare 

Simple  Life 

Recreation 

Christian  Finance 

Temperance 


GUIDING  LIFE  .  .  . 


Sunday-school  Papers  and  Lesson  Helps 

By  E.  G.  Hoff,  Editor  Sunday-school  Publications 
The  Board  of  Christian  Education  selects  the  Sunday- 
school  editors  and  gives  educational  guidance  to  the 
publications.  A  young  people's  editor  has  been  added 
to  the  editorial  staff  during  the  past  year,  and  a  new 
children's  editor  has  come  into  the  office.  Realignment 
of  duties  has  taken  place  throughout  the  department. 
All  phases  of  the  publication  program,  of  course,  are  fi- 
nanced out  of  the  sale  of  the  periodicals. 

Changes  in  form  and  content  have  been  made  in  the 
Sunday-school  papers  and  further  improvements  are 
contemplated.  Changes  in  the  Teachers'  Monthly  and 
quarterlies  are  also  in  process,  looking  toward  better 
service  to  the  needs  of  the  church. 


Adult  Work 


By   D.   D.   Funderburg,   Director   of  Adult   Work 

The  Board  of  Christian  Education  sponsors  an  impor- 
tant educational  program  for  adults.  Help  is  offered 
adults  with  their  problems  and  opportunities  as  persons, 
heads  of  families,  members  of  the  church,  and  citi- 
zens of  the  community,  nation,  and  world. 

The  program  provides  for  study,  worship,  and  action 
in  seven  areas  of  adult  experience.  Eleven  studies  are 
offered  in  The  Bible  in  Life,  eleven  in  Personal  Faith 
and  Experience,  eight  in  Christian  Family  Life,  nine  in 
Church  Life  and  Outreach,  seven  in  Community  Issues, 
six  in  Major  Social  Problems,  and  seven  in  World  Re- 
lations— including  peace  and  missions. 
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Men's  work,  women's  work,  and  the  adult  Bible  class- 
es are  co-operating  in  the  total  adult  program  sponsored 
by  the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 


Children's  Work 

»  By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 
There  are  39,858  children  enrolled  in  the  Sunday- 
schools  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren — or  29%  of  our 
total  church  membership.  With  almost  no  exception, 
every  effort,  every  written  word,  every  conference,  ev- 
ery leadership  education  course  is  promoted  to  the  end 
that  the  cause  of  child  welfare  be  strengthened  in  the 
local  church,  the  home  and  the  community.  To  this 
end  there  are  enlisted  in  our  local  churches  large  num- 
bers of  leaders  of  children,  and  perhaps  500  directors  of 
children's  work.  In  our  districts  there  are  forty-three 
district  directors  of  children's  work  and  seventy-five 
cabinet  members.  There  are  five  regional  directors 
of  children's  work  that  meet  annually  to  think  through 
better  plans  of  work  for  their  districts  and  regions. 
In   addition,   because   children's   work  recognizes   the 


IN  THE  CHURCH  . 


crucial  importance  of  the  pastor  in  the  local  church,  the 
1.005  ministers  are  counted  our  allies. 

Leaflets,  curriculum  materials,  newsletters,  and  Loan 
Library  books  are  made  available  for  all  these.  The 
various  field  contacts  of  the  children's  department  are 
made  by  regions  and  as  far  as  possible  in  districts,  to 
serve  the  total  brotherhood. 


Our  Peace  Education  Program 

By  Dan  West,  Peace  Representative 
Peace  is  one  way  of  living,  war  another.    Peace  meth- 
ods depend  on  keeping  certain  fundamental  attitudes: 

1.  People  are  more  alike  than  different;  no  group  is 
totally  angelic,  none  totally  devilish.  The  common  peo- 
ple are  never  to  blame  for  war. 

2.  Because  God  is  the  Father  of  us  all,  we  must  con- 
sider human  life  sacred. 

3.  War  methods  do  not  stop  evil,  but  spread  it. 

4.  Suffering  may  be  necessary  to  redeem  evildoers; 
we  must  endure  it,  not  inflict  it. 


To  hold  these  attitudes  and  make  them  effective,  we 
must  promptly — 

1.  Strengthen   our  local   leadership. 

2.  Deepen   our   local   fellowship — even    toward    those 
who  differ  from  us. 

3.  Organize   to   bear  one  another's  burdens — "unlim- 
ited liability"  as  in  good  families. 

4.  Learn  the  meaning  of  "Justice  is  the  arithmetic  of 
love." 


Youth  Work 


By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 
The  youth  department  includes  ages  twelve  to  twen- 
ty-four. Program  material  is  provided  for  both  inter- 
mediates and  young  people.  A  large  share  of  the  time 
of  the  Director  of  Young  People's  Work  is  spent  in  pro- 
moting the  youth  program  through  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, Our  Young  People,  mimeographed  materials* 
letters,  field  contacts  with  national  and  regional  and 
district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinets,  conferences,  camps  and  in- 
stitutes. 

We  are  attempting  to  serve  Brethren  youth  wherever 
they  are.  Send  in  your  problems.  They  will  have  our 
immediate  and  careful  attention. 


"What  Will  We  Do  on  Sunday  Evening?" 

By  D.   D.   Funderburg,  Director   of  Adult   Work 
"What  will  we  do  when  this  is  over?"  is  an  expres- 
sion   often   heard    from    individuals    attending   the   so- 
called  school  of  missions  as  held  in  some  local  churches 
each  Sunday  evening  of  January. 

These  voluntary  expressions  indicate  that  adults  as 
well  as  children  and  youth  enjoy  meeting  in  the  church 
for  fellowship,  study,  and  worship  on  Sunday  evenings. 
There  is  something  fine  about  having  the  whole  church 
studying  at  the  same  time  the  same  problems  or  issues 
which  confront  us.  Each  age  group  approaches  the 
problem  on  its  own  level,  then  all  assemble  for  wor- 
ship under  the  direction  of  the  minister. 

In  answer  to  the  above  question  we  suggest  that  the 
local  church  assign  another  month  of  Sunday  nights  to 
the  study  of  the  Christian  Family,  or  the  Bible,  or  Tem- 
perance, or  Stewardship,  or  Worship.  The  Adult  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  Elgin,  Illinois, 

AND  IN  THE  HOME 
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has  a  large  number  of  problems  to  suggest  for  your 
study.  The  Learning  for  Life  booklet  (15c)  gives  sug- 
gestions for  more  than  fifty  studies. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  all  age  groups  study  the  same 
problem.  There  are  times  when  they  could  profitably 
be  different.  There  are  some  problems  of  interest  to 
adults  which  may  not  be  interesting  to  children. 

Some  churches  are  open  seven  days  a  week;  other 
churches  are  closed  the  same  number  of  days  each  week 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  on  Sunday  morning. 
It  would  seem  that  few  churches  can  afford  to  be  closed 
on  Sunday  evening  when  so  much  confusion  exists  in 
our  world  for  which  Christ  is  the  answer. 


Recreation 

By  Grace  Hollinger,  Office  Secretary 
For  several  years  a  small  group  of  individuals  inter- 
ested in  the  problems  of  recreation  and  officially  known 
as  the  Recreational  Fellowship  have  been  working  to- 
gether studying,  suggesting  procedures  and  producing 
and  selecting  materials  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  people. 
The  aim  has  been  to  work  out  a  program  of  recreation 
which  will  fit  the  ideals  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  help  promote  the  abundant  life. 

Many  materials  prepared  by  this  group,  especially  the 
Recreational  Handbook,  have  found  a  wide  use  through- 
out the  brotherhood.  Recreational  patterns  in  home, 
church  and  camp  groups  have  undergone  noticeable 
changes  for  the  better  as  a  result  of  these  efforts. 


The  Brethren  Loan  Library 

By   Virginia   Smith,   Office    Secretary 
The  Brethren  Loan  Library  contains   approximately 
1,400  volumes.    Last  year  the  circulation  was  over  3,200 
books. 

While  the  Loan  Library  is  used  extensively  by  indi- 
viduals, many  churches  are  rinding  it  valuable  to  order 
groups  of  books  for  their  leaders.  One  church  chooses 
one  month  each  year  to  order  a  large  number  of  books. 
Another  church  orders  fewer  books  but  does  it  continu- 
ously throughout  the  year.  There  are  also  many  calls 
for  books  for  examination  before  purchasing. 

Reading  is  a  very  important  part  of  every  church 
program.  The  Brethren  Loan  Library  is  yours  to  use, 
in  whatever  way  fits  best  with  your  purposes.  Write 
the  General  Boards  for  a  copy  of  the  1940-41  catalogue. 


Home  and  Parent  Education  and  Women's  Work 

By  Anetta  C.  Mow,  Secretary-Treasurer  Women's  Work 
Home  and  parent  education  is  a  very  definite  and 
vital  phase  of  women's  work.  Sooner  should  a  mother 
desert  her  own  child  than  women's  work  deny  interest 
in  home  and  parent  education.  Training  for  more  effec- 
tive membership  in  the  family  should  be  a  major  con- 
cern of  every  parent.  The  child's  life  is  so  molded  by 
the  environment  provided  by  his  parents  that  it  is  im- 
perative for  parents  to  know  how  to  provide  the  stand- 
ards which  bring  mental,  physical  and  spiritual  health 
to  their  children. 

Responsibility  for  such  knowledge  rests  nowhere 
more  than  at  the  doors  of  Christian  women,  and  they 
should  not  forget  that  books  and  study  materials  are  a 
tconstant  source  of  help  to  increase  their  knowledge. 


Easter  Program  Material 

By  Virginia  Smith,  Office  Secretary 
Suggested  Easter  Plays  and  Dramas,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Jan.  25  Gospel  Messenger,  listed  27  plays 
suitable  for  the  Easter  season.  Two  of  these  have  been 
chosen  for  special  emphasis:  The  Unlighted  Cross  (1 
act,  8  men,  7  women,  35c),  a  drama  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion; and  Children  of  Galilee  (10  children,  3  young  peo- 
ple, 25c). 

A  poster,  Son,  Your  Church  Is  Your  Friend,  approxi- 
mately 16x19  inches  in  size,  is  available  for  each  church. 
This  is  an  attractive  poster  of  a  father  speaking  to  his 
son.  It  might  also  be  used  for  father  and  son  observ- 
ance. 

The  Sunday-school  superintendents  have  been  sent  a 
packet  of  materials  containing  suggestions  for  Easter 
and  the  raising  of  the  special  Easter  offering  for  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 


Summer  Camps  and  Assemblies 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 

The  board  has  charged  the  youth  department  with 
general  supervision  of  the  summer  camping  program  of 
the  church.  The  department  has  been  for  several  years 
setting  up  a  camp  planners'  meeting  and  inviting  repre- 
sentatives from  the  camps  of  the  brotherhood.  Such  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Elgin,  Feb.  7-9,  1941.  Another  na- 
tional meeting  will  be  held  in  1944.  In  the  intervening 
years  regional  camp  leaders'  meetings  will  be  conducted 
and  the  Director  of  Young  People's  Work  is  to  help  in 
setting  up  these  conferences   and  participate  in  them. 

The  dates  and  names  of  directors  of  all  camps  are 
published  in  a  spring  issue  of  the  Messenger,  this  year 
the  paper  for  May  31.  Statistics  of  the  camps  are  gath- 
ered and  published  in  a  fall  issue  of  the  Messenger. 

The  work  camps  are  under  the  direction  of  Dan  West 
and  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  are  being  super- 
vised by  Paul  H.  Bowman. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

God's  Love  for  the  Lost,  Part  I 

Scripture:     Luke  15:  1-10 
Sunday,  April  6 
I.  Why  Are  We  Interested  in  This  Theme? 

1.  Many  people  today  are  confused  as  to  what  God  is 
like.  Some  say  he  is  blind  force;  some  say  he  is  a  god 
of  punishment;  others  say  he  is  love. 

2.  People  differ  as  to  the  meaning  of  "lost"  as  applied 
to  the  human  soul.  Does  it  mean  to  miss  heaven  in  the 
future  or  to  miss  one's  way  to  abundant  life  here  and 
now,  or  both?  Does  being  lost  mean  eternal  damna- 
tion? 

3.  In  our  day  the  value  of  an  individual  is  not  rated 
high.  An  evangelistic  effort  to  be  successful,  some  feel, 
must  have  a  long  list  of  converts.  Men  are  cogs  in  an 
industrial  machine.  They  are  slaves  to  be  bought  and 
sold  on  the  labor  market.  They  are  to  be  herded  to- 
gether to  fight  bloody  wars.  They  are  to  be  starved  or 
fed  according  to  the  will  of  a  few. 

4.  Our  generation  is  in  grave  danger  of  overlooking 
the  nature  and  power  of  love  because  science  is  unable 
to  measure  spiritual  forces  in  the  laboratory. 
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II.  How  May  We  Get  God's  Love  for  the  Lost  Under- 
stood and  Working  Today? 

1.  Study  diligently  Luke  15:  1-10,  and  note — 

(a)  That  Christ  was  concerned  enough  about  the  out- 
of-the-fold  people  to  eat  with  them  and  share  their 
troubles  (verses  1  and  2). 

(b)  Christ  taught  the  religious  leaders  that  all  heaven 
is  concerned  about  one  soul  which  is  lost  and  rejoices 
when  he  is  found. 

(c)  That  "lost"  means  to  be  away  from  the  will  of  God 
as  taught  by  Christ  and  to  be  suffering  from  harm  and 
uselessness. 

(d)  That  God's  love  for  the  lost  in  the  heart  of  a 
Christian  leads  him  to  disregard  his  own  comfort  and 
safety  to  bring  the  lost  one  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 

(e)  That  human  beings  sometimes  miss  their  way 
through  their  own  carelessness  and  neglect,  and  some- 
times through  the  actions  of  others. 

2.  Compare  each  of  the  teachings  of  these  parables 
with  the  present-day  practice  of  church  people.  Be 
honest  and  give  evidence. 

(a)  Are  we  concerned  enough  for  those  outside  our 
fellowship?     Be  specific. 

(b)  Do  we  tend  to  say,  "It  is  their  own  fault;  let  them 
take  the  consequences"? 

(c)  Are  we  satisfied  to  have  added  a  person's  name 
on  the  church  roll  regardless  of  his  conduct  afterward? 

(d)  What  are  we  suffering  personally  to  rescue  help- 
less persons  who  have  missed  the  way? 

(e)  Is  it  an  occasion  of  genuine  joy  when  a  straying 
individual  has  been  found  and  returned? 

(f)  What  improvements  can  your  group  make? 


We  Have  No  Roots 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 

everyone.  Such  a  program  means  jobs  and  security, 
homes  and  leisure,  creative  activity,  and  a  hope  for  the 
future.  Now  as  never  before,  we  must  protect  freedom 
of  speech,  the  press  and  assembly— even  for  those  who 
disagree  with  us.  Otherwise,  fascism  will  overtake  us 
from  within  while  we  are  opposing  it  without.  Hitler, 
it  must  never  be  forgotten,  has  united  a  people  around 
a  way  of  life — nihilistic,  it  is  true — but  nevertheless,  ag- 
gressive. He  has  a  program:  Germany  is  to  live; 
capitalistic  imperialism  is  to  be  destroyed.  Ours  is  the 
task  of  beating  Hitler  by  making  democracy  really 
work. 

Sometimes  I  wonder  whether  we  can  do  it.  From 
1914  to  1917  the  dreamers  were  planning  the  world  or- 
der to  be  created  when  peace  came.  Some  envisioned  a 
more  influential  Hague  Tribunal,  others  a  sovereign 
league,  still  others  free  nations  and  protected  minori- 
ties. Today  there  are  few  dreamers.  The  voices  of  the 
prophets  are  stilled,  and  the  pessimist  predicts  a  thou- 
sand years  of  chaos. 

In  the  midst  of  such  disintegration,  men  face  two 
choices:  the  one,  capitulation  to  the  hysteria  of  the  mo- 
ment; the  other,  the  dramatization  of  what  one  believes, 
even  to  death.  History  has  the  annoying  habit  of  catch- 
ing up  with  us  sometimes.  Within  the  memory  of  most 
of  us  there  was  a  time  when  liberalism,  even  radicalism, 
was  the  style;  today  many  a  liberal  of  1936  is  busy  prov- 
ing his  respectability  by  adopting  the  mass  pattern  of 
hysteria.     Such  changes  are  tragic,  indeed,  for  it  is  be- 


ing deserted  by  our  friends  which  hurts.     After  all,  we 
expect  our  enemies  to  act  as  they  do. 

Every  so  often,  in  fact,  very  often,  I  want  to  run  away 
from  events,  return  to  the  farm,  or  to  teaching  where 
there  are  only  children  and  where  domination  is  easy. 
If  I  do  it  will  be  because  of  the  conviction  that  there  is 
no  hope,  that  city  civilizations  cannot  survive  the  seeds 
of  their  own  decay. 

Chicago,  III. 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

We   Need  the  Refugees 

In  February  in  our  Sunday-school  lesson  we  stud- 
ied about  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus.  The  rich  man 
represents  the  United  States  and  the  beggar  represents 
the  refugees  today.  The  United  States,  as  a  whole, 
"fares  sumptuously  and  wears  purple  and  fine  linen." 
What  are  we  going  to  do  about  it?  Are  we  going  to  do 
like  the  rich  man,  let  the  refugees  lie  at  our  gate?  Or, 
are  we  going  to  take  care  of  them?  The  Bible  says 
some  people's  sins  go  before  them  and  some  come  after 
them.  The  rich  man's  sins  came  after  him — and  when 
it  was  too  late.  Then  he  thought  about  Lazarus,  who 
lay  at  his  door  desiring  the  crumbs  that  fell  from  the 
table. 

Some  people  are  saying,  "What  do  we  want  with  the 
refugees  over  here?  There  are  too  many  people  here 
now."  Carroll  County,  with  its  beautiful  valleys  and 
fine  rolling  fields,  has  hundreds  of  acres  that  are  not 
farmed  now,  that  are  growing  up  in  weeds  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  help.  They  are  taking  so  many  of  our 
fine  young  men  away  that  it  makes  help  very  short. 
We  could  use  a  few  hundred  men  and  women,  or  boys 
and  girls — refugees — here  in  Carroll  County. 

Westminster,   Md.  John   J.   Garner. 


The  Old  Church,  Bridgewater.  Virginia 

The  old  Church  of  the  Brethren  which  stood  for  near- 
ly sixty  years  at  the  north  end  of  the  corporate  limits 
of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  locally  known  as  the  "Old  Dunkard 
church,"  has  been  torn  down,  the  lumber  sold  and 
trucked  away.  Nothing  now  remains  of  it  but  a  very 
precious  memory.  Very  few  people  now  living  in  the 
town  remember  its  dedication  but  all  treasure  the  mem- 
ory of  the  old  church  as  one  of  their  most  precious 
recollections.  Many  of  the  prominent  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  United  States,  of  the  last 
half  century,  have  preached  in  the  old  church. 

It  was  largely  through  the  influence  of  the  late  Rev.  S. 
F.  Sanger,  who  was  a  druggist,  and  the  late  Peter  S. 
Miller,  a  carriage  manufacturer,  both  of  whom  became 
citizens  of  the  town  about  1874,  and  were  among  Bridge- 
water's  most  prominent  business  men,  that  the  church 
was  built  here,  which  furnished  the  nucleus  for  the  Vir- 
ginia Normal  School,  which  later  became  Bridgewater 
College.  So  the  old  church  was  an  important  factor  in 
making  Bridgewater  an  educational  center.  For  many 
years  it  has  been  one  of  Bridgewater's  landmarks. 

The  church  was  built  on  two  acres  of  land  acquired 
from  Samuel  Miller,  "of  Cook's  Creek.  ...  On  Feb.  9, 
1878,  the  plat  of  ground  was  surveyed  and  transferred 
to  the  church.  .  .  .  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  25,  1878, 
while  there  was  a  heavy  rain  falling,  and  a  congrega- 


24 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— March  22,   1941 


tion  estimated  at  three  thousand  present,  the  church 
was  dedicated.  .  .  .  The  principal  speaker  on  the  occa- 
sion was  that  grand  old  man,  the  Rev.  Solomon  Garber." 
The  Bridgewater  (Cook's  Creek)  congregation  used  this 
house  as  a  place  of  worship  until  the  new  church  on 
College  Street  was  built,  and  dedicated  on  Sunday, 
Jan.  17,  1915.  From  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the 
old  church  to  the  dedication  of  the  new  church  on  Col- 
lege Street,  no  one  here  seems  to  recall  that  there  were 
any  marriages  in  the  church,  but  hundreds  of  funerals 
have  been  held  within  its  walls. — From  an  article  in  the 
Daily  News-Record,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  by  Mr.  S.  H.  W. 
Bird.  Sent  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  by  J.  Carson  Miller, 
Moores  Store,  Va. 


In   Memoriam — Walter   Swihart 

(See  The  Vesper  Hour,  Page  5) 
Not  until  a  picture  is  finished  and  placed  at  a  distance 
can  it  be  rightly  judged  for  tone  value,  perspective,  and 
quality.    So  it  is  with  the  life  of  an  individual.    Not  un- 
til    it     has     completed     its 
=ri        earthly   span  can   it   be  cor- 
rectly censored  or  appreci- 
ated.    The  spirit,  free  of  its 
earthly    limitations    and 
struggle   for   existence,   can 
then   be   seen   with   greater 
accuracy. 

So  we  may  now  begin  to 
evaluate  the  life  of  Elder 
Walter  Swihart.  It  began 
July  21,  1864,  in  the  home 
of  Jacob  and  Clara  Gidley 
Swihart  near  Roann,  Ind. 
The  completion  of  the 
earthly  picture  came  on 
Jan.  12,  1941,  in  the  Kinney  Rest  Home,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Services  there  were  in  charge  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz  in  the 
La  Verne  church.  The  body  was  shipped  to  Indiana 
and  interment  was  in  the  family  plot  at  Merriam.  Serv- 
ices there  were  conducted  by  Elders  Mel  Stutsman  and 
L.  U.  Kreider. 

A  panoramic  view  would  show  sufficient  shadow  for 
balance,  but  a  victorious  light  and  triumphant  color  of 
faith  would  predominate.  He  was  baptized  Oct.  20, 
1894;  called  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  April  7,  1895;  ordained  as  elder  in  1907.  He 
began  his  ministry  in  the  Wawaka  church  in  Indiana 
and  later  served  the  Blue  River  church  from  1907-1921 
when  he  resigned  to  go  south.  Active  services  in  the  gos- 
pel ministry  and  in  the  capacity  as  educator  were  car- 
ried on  in  six  states:  graduating  from  Ohio  Northern 
University,  as  valedictorian;  teaching  in  Indiana,  Ari- 
zona, New  Mexico,  Georgia  and  Florida;  preaching  in 
the  free  ministry  and  serving  as  pastor  in  Indiana,  Flo- 
rida, Georgia,  Arizona  and  Ohio. 

Knowing  personally  of  Bro.  Swihart's  humility  and 
distaste  for  personal  glorification,  we  think  it  unfitting 
to  eulogize;  however,  realizing  the  challenge  his  life 
offers  we  want  to  share  part  of  it  with  others,  praying 
they  may  find  the  same  refuge  and  comfort — in  the 
eternal  God. 

For  the  brief  period,  1894-1902,  Sarah  Huber  shared 
his  life  and  home.  Every  effort  to  regain  her  health 
proved  futile,  but  she  left  to  bless  her  memory  three 
children.  Two  survive,  Lucile  Cohoon  of  Brunswick, 
Ga.,  and  Calvin  of  Menominee,  Mich.    Huber,  the  eldest 


met  with  a  fatal  accident  prior  to  his  sailing  for  service 
in  the  foreign   mission  field. 

In  1903  he  married  Minnie  Miller.  Six  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  but  in  1917  the  Death  Angel  again 
left  Bro.  Swihart  without  a  helpmate.  This  loss,  with 
the  financial  reverses  following,  would  have  caused 
many  to  give  up  in  despair.  But  Bro.  Swihart's  purpose 
of  seeking  the  best  for  himself  and  others  remained 
steadfast;  his  earnest  desire  to  provide  a  good  home  for 
his  motherless  children  was  pre-eminent.  These  quali- 
ties can  be  understood  only  by  knowing  the  Christ, 
whose  life  he  tried  to  exemplify.  The  ideals  of  char- 
acter instilled  in  these  children  by  a  father  who  had  to 
supply  food  and  shelter  under  trying  circumstances  is  a 
living  inspiration  equal  to  any  sung  by  poet  or  bard.  His 
aim  was  to  prepare  them  to  be  positive  forces  for  the 
advancement  of  society,  as  well  as  to  equip  them  to  en- 
joy the  best  of  the  civilized  world.  Since  he  was  by  na- 
ture a  poet,  and  a  lover  of  good  music,  and  had  a  keen 
appreciation  of  all  of  God's  creation,  he  gave  them  a  rich 
heritage.  Three  sons  are  teaching  school  in  California: 
Ernest,  Crestline;  Robin,  Inglewood;  Donald,  Button- 
willow.  The  three  daughters  are  examples  of  true 
motherhood:  Fairy  Smith,  Goshen,  Ind.;  Faith  Weigold, 
Anaheim,  Calif.;  Ruth  Harrell,  Ajlune,  Wash. 

There  are  fourteen  grandchildren,  and  one  brother 
and  three  sisters,  as  follows:  Jesse  Swihart,  Elizabeth 
Hire,  Amy  Gardener  and  Martha  Cripe,  all  of  Goshen, 
Ind. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  Glendale  church 
(Arizona)  Jan.  19. 

Bro.  Swihart  was  a  contributor  to  and  reader  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  over  forty-five  years.  The  work 
of  the  church  was  his  greatest  interest.  The  text  chosen 
was  highly  appropriate:  "I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  kept  the  faith."  And  may  that  be  truly  said  of 
all  those  who  have  been  under  his  ministry  and  teach- 
ing. 

Humboldt,  Ariz.  Addie  Gillet  Kurtz. 


Co-ordinating  Christian  Work  in  Kansas 

For  many  years  there  has  been  in  Kansas  the  Kansas 
Council  of  Churches,  and  the  Kansas  Council  of  Chris- 
tian Education.  This  past  January  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  two  Kansas  organizations  met  in  Wichita 
and  initiated  the  step  which  will  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  proposed  six  Regional  Conventions  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation this  summer,  fully  unite  the  Kansas  organiza- 
tions into  one  working  body. 

It  is  important  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Kansas  should  not  be  left  out  of  this  movement.  At  the 
present  time  J.  J.  Yoder  is  one  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Christian  Education.  V.  F.  Schwalm  is  rep- 
resentative to  the  Kansas  Council  of  Churches,  and  the 
writer  is  treasurer  of  this  latter  organization  and  one 
of  a  committee  of  four  to  promote  the  six  regional  con- 
ventions. 

That  we  will  not  be  left  out  is  evidenced,  I  think,  by 
another  important  thing  which  has  been  worked  out  in 
our  state.  At  all  four  of  our  district  meetings  of  the 
state  this  past  year,  each  district  was  asked  to  appoint 
two  men  to  a  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Kansas.  This  committee  is  to  elect 
from  its  members  persons  who  are  to  represent  our 
church  in  the  various  lines  of  state  religious  work.  This 
committee  has  been  approved  by  all  of  the  districts.  All 
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appointments  are  not  in  my  hands  at  this  time.  We 
hope  in  the  near  future  to  have  full  state  representation 
on  all  important  committees  of  our  state. 

Brethren  in  Kansas,  let  us  make  our  contribution  to 
wider  ranges  of  influence  and  to  state  work.  Why  not 
begin  planning  now  with  your  church  school  workers 
to  attend  the  regional  convention  in  your  territory?  The 
dates  and  places  as  now  scheduled  are:  Garden  City, 
April  16-18;  Arkansas  City,  April  20-22;  Coffeyville, 
April  23-25;  Topeka,  April  27-29;  McPherson,  April  30 — 
May  2;  Hays,  May  4-6. 

Wichita,  Kans.  James  H.  Elrod. 


do  our  part  to  dispel  the  shadows  of  hunger  and  de- 
spair.— An  appeal  adapted  from  Leslie  B.  Moss  by  L.  W. 
Shultz  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


Help  Wanted 
Are  We  "Hunger  Conscious"? 

The  cry  of  100,000,000  innocent  people  whose  homes 
are  blasted  by  war. 

1.  Millions  of  our  fellow  men,  women  and  children  are 
destitute. 

Victims  of  wars.  More  than  half  the  human  race 
now  involved  in  Europe,  China  and  Africa. 

At  least  20  millions  in  Europe  suffering  most  acute 
need.  That  is,  they  are  seriously  undernourished,  in- 
adequately clothed,  suffering  from  cold. 

China's  usual  need  greatly  accentuated;  fifty  million 
uprooted  by  ravages  of  war  now  nearly  four  years  old. 

Refugees  in  Europe  in  daily  dread  lest  dictator  gov- 
ernments capture  and  torture  them. 

Missionaries — 2,500 — dependent  on  support  of  "for- 
eign" churches. 

2.  Organizationally  we  are  prepared  to  render  immense 
Christian  service  through — 

American  Committee  for  Christian  Refugees. 
American  Friends  Service  Committee. 
War  Prisoners'  Aid  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Our  own  missionaries  in  China. 

3.  Bui  Christians  are  confused,  apathetic,  unconvinced 
and  unimaginative. 

They  argue  about  the  Hoover  proposal,  but  do  not 
support  their  own  agencies. 

They  timorously  refuse  to  support  church  agencies 
lest  the  nazi  cause  may  somehow  be  assisted. 

They  rebel  against  helping  sufferers  abroad  when  so 
much  money  is  demanded  for  our  defense. 

They  see  no  especial  relation  between  their  Christian 
professions  and  the  relief  of  those  who  are  in  dire  need. 

They  have  not  realized  how  far  even  a  small  gift  can 
go.  A  Chinese  writer  and  his  son  set  up  a  business  on 
30c. 

Americans  really  do  not  understand  what  hunger  and 
despair  can  mean. 

4.  Our  churches  should  arouse  to  a  consciousness  of  the 
great  need. 

Unless  they  respond  generously  to  this  elementary 
need  the  church  life  is  likely  to  shrivel. 

To  build  a  better  world  involves  relighting  courage 
and  confidence  in  the  hearts  of  mankind.  The  ministry 
of  food  and  help  does  both. 

We  must  work  powerfully  for  fellowship  against  all 
tendencies  toward  hate  and  divisiveness. 

We  must  not  miss  this  opportunity,  almost  without 
parallel  in  history,  to  reveal  the  love  and  care  of  God 
to  mankind. 

We  must  become  "hunger  conscious"  so  that  we  may 


Dr.  Kagctwa  in  Active  Service 

Reports  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  Dr.  T. 
Kagawa  has  not  withdrawn  from  public  life.  During 
the  months  of  November  and  December  he  was  en- 
gaged in  special  meetings  in  connection  with  churches 
in  the  Osaka-Kobe  area.  The  outstanding  meeting  in 
this  series  was  the  Young  People's  Rally  held  in  the 
Central  Auditorium  in  Osaka.  This  was  attended  by  2,- 
300  young  people  from  the  churches  of  that  great  com- 
mercial center. 

From  Jan.  12  to  March  10,  Dr.  Kagawa  served  as  the 
spearhead  of  the  Nation  Wide  United  Evangelistic 
Movement,  conducting  a  series  of  meetings  in  twenty  of 
the  churches  of  Osaka.  March  11  he  was  scheduled  to 
leave  for  Formosa  to  spend  the  remainder  of  that  month 
in  special  campaigns  in  the  chief  cities  and  centers  of 
that  empire. — The  National  Christian  Council  Bulletin. 


Philadelphia  Women's  Lenten  Program 

The  following  is  offered  for  what  it  may  suggest  to  other 
women's  groups  regarding  the  possibilities  of  the  Lenten  period. 
—A.  C.  M. 

To  the  Women  and  Girls,  Greeting — 

This  year  marks  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  Council  of  Women's  Work  in  the  First 
church.  It  is  a  high  privilege  for  us  to  unite  again  in  a 
special  service  of  devotion  and  sacrificial  giving  during 
the  Lenten  season.  May  we  do  so  with  consecration  and 
prayer. 

We  shall  use  for  our  devotions  The  Upper  Room,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  each  of  our  homes.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  connection  with  these  devotions  the  enclosed  leaflets 
may  be  helpful — especially  the  daily  prayer  for  the 
year.     The  Lenten  envelopes  will  receive  our  gifts. 

With  very  best  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy. 
Important  Announcements: 

1.  The  second  quarter  of  The  Upper  Room  may  be 
secured  at  the  church  any  time  during  March.  Secure 
yours  early.  The  cost  at  the  church  is  five  cents.  If  you 
desire  it  mailed  to  your  home,  send  eight  cents  in  post- 
age stamps  to  cover  the  cost  of  mailing. 

2.  You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  our  relief  clothing 
is  on  its  way  both  to  Europe  and  to  China.  Our  own 
gifts,  since  last  August,  for  this  purpose  have  been  val- 
ued at  about  $300.  We  are  glad  that  all  women  and 
girls  are  having  a  part  in  this  work. 

3.  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening,  March  23,  will  mark 
the  occasion  of  our  next  Friendly  Circle  Meeting.  This 
is  the  date  of  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  Women's 
Work.  A  complete  financial  report  will  be  given  at  this 
meeting,  and  also  an  interesting  anniversary  program 
during  the  evening  church  service. 

4.  About  May  23  we  expect  to  hold  an  anniversary 
mother  and  daughter  banquet. 

5.  Place  your  Lenten  envelopes  on  the  offering  plate 
at  church  or  send  them  to  Mrs.  Murphy  any  time  during 
the  Easter  Season. 

6.  Each  home  having  children  under  the  age  of  twelve 
years  should  receive  a  copy  of  the  Children's  Fellowship 
of  Prayer. 
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Yakima  Work  Camp 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  have  a  work  camp 
near  Yakima,  Wash.,  Aug.  2  to  Sept.  27. 
The  Location 

Near  Moxee,  ten  miles  from  Yakima,  Wash.  Moxee  is 
one  of  the  larger  hop-growing  areas  of  Yakima  Valley. 
Co-operating  Groups 

The  Friends  group  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.-Y.  W.  C.  A.  groups  in  the  Seabeck  region  and 
other  denominational  groups  are  helping  to  recruit  work 
campers. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  Yakima  council  of  church 
women  and  other  interested  groups  and  individuals  will 
assist  with  the  nursery  project. 
The  Time 

Work  camp  will  begin  Aug.  2  and  continue  until  the 
latter  part  of  September. 
The  Cost 

Each  camper  will  contribute  $5  per  week  toward  co- 
operative living  expenses  of  the  group  and  will  arrange 
transportation  to  and  from  Yakima.  Attempts  will  be 
made  to  provide  opportunities  for  earning  a  portion  of 
the  fees.  A  $5  deposit  should  accompany  the  applica- 
tion. The  major  part  of  the  remaining  fees  is  payable 
upon  arrival  unless  other  arrangements  have  been  made. 
Qualifications 

A  work  camper  should  be: 

Approximately  college  age. 

Physically  strong  and  able  to  do  hard  work  every 
day. 

Willing  to  live  simply  and  co-operatively. 

Able  to  impose  the  self-discipline  necessary  for  main- 
tenance of  group  unity. 

Desirous  of  increasing  knowledge  of  social  and  eco- 
nomic problems. 

Eager  to  give  a  concrete  expression  of  faith  in  the 
constructive  power  of  goodwill. 

For  information  and  for  application  blanks  write  the 
undersigned. 

Clement  Bontrager,  Chairman, 

Tonasket,  Wash.  Work  Camp  Committee. 


Three  Charges 

It  is  now  Sunday  morning,  Feb.  23,  and  I  am  waiting 
at  a  Richmond  "Y"  to  go  up  to  the  Brethren  church  of 
the  city  to  be  with  Brethren  Row  and  Zigler,  and  espe- 
cially to  hear  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  on  a  vital  topic  of  the 
day  while  he  is  en  route  to  Florida. 

Before  I  arose  from  the  good  bed  of  the  night,  I  was 
thinking  seriously  and  intensely  and  strongly  on  three 
charges,  so  I  am  putting  my  thoughts  on  paper  that  oth- 
ers may  think  along  the  same  lines. 

I  am  using  the  word  "charge"  in  the  sense  of  Paul  to 
Timothy  (2  Tim.  4:  1),  for  this  word  is  variously  used 
and  with  quite  a  few  other  meanings. 

The  three  charges  I  wish  to  speak  of  are:  first,  the 
charge  given  by  Jesus  Christ  to  his  twelve  apostles 
which  is  found  in  chapter  10  of  Matthew's  Gospel;  the 
second,  the  charge  Jesus  Christ  gave  to  the  seventy  as 
found  in  chapter  10  of  Luke's  Gospel,  verses  1  and  24 
inclusive;  the  third,  the  charge  that  Paul  gave  to  Tim- 
othy. 

These  several   important  and  significant  charges  de- 


livered to  the  ministry  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  are 
what  every  preacher  should  study  with  great  care.  I  do 
not  see  how,  if  these  charges  could  be  and  would  be 
accepted  and  executed  by  every  preacher,  but  that  they 
would  have  an  effect  like  unto  that  they  had  in  the  days 
of  the  apostolic  church. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  if  every  preacher  would 
take  all  of  these  charges  into  serious  consideration  and 
with  might  and  main  endeavor  to  make  them  living 
forces  in  the  ministry  of  today.  With  a  weak  and  an 
apostate  ministry,  the  church  of  today  is  unable  to  swing 
public  opinion  sufficiently  away  from  war. 

To  abolish  war  from  every  nation  where  the  gospel  is 
preached,  let  us  have  a  ministry  everywhere  in  Christen- 
dom, vitally  organized  and  systematized  and  spiritual- 
ized commensurate  with  these  three  charges,  and  then 
surely  God  will  "make  bare  his  arm"  and  so  use  the 
Christian  ministry  that  all  carnal  war  will  be  abolished 
as  a  method  of  settling  disputes.  Also  the  church  will 
have  new  powers  in  other  directions  to  the  saving  of  the 
people  and  to  uplifting  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth 
and  to  God's  own  glory. 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


A  Fifty-Seventh  Wedding  Anniversary 

Elder  John  A.  and  Sister  Angeline  Miller  of  the  Nettle  Creek 
congregation,  near  Hagerstown.  Ind.,  celebrated  their  fifty- 
seventh   wedding   anniversary   on   Jan.    1,   at  the   home   of  their 

daughter,  Lettie,  in  Hagers- 
town. On  that  day  two 
birthdays  of  the  family  were 
also  celebrated,  with  most 
of  the  family  present.  Along 
with  the  sorrows  of  life  they 
also  have  had  many  earthly 
joys,  not  the  least  of  which 
are   twin   great-grandsons. 

In      early     manhood     Bro. 
Miller     was     elected     to    the 
ministry   and   later   advanced 
to  the  eldership.     Sister  Mil- 
ler has   always  been  a  help- 
mate to  him,  serving  as  Sun- 
day-school teacher  for  many 
years  and  being  active  in  the 
aid    society.      In    addition    to 
raising    their    own    children, 
they    cared    for    nine    other 
homeless   ones,   including  the 
writer.        For      many      years 
they      regularly      kept      the 
evangelists,   visiting   mission- 
aries     and      other      speakers 
who     came     to     the     Locust 
Grove    church. 
They  still  live  in  their  own  home,  although  Sister  Miller  has 
suffered  with  rheumatism  for  years,  and  at  present  Bro.  Miller 
is   bedfast.     They  would   appreciate   the   prayers   of  their  many 
friends   in   their   declining  years  and   sickness. 
Leeton,   Mo.  Mrs.    Martha   Burns   Rummel. 


John  A.  Carpenter  Sixty-Sixth  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  March  8,  1941,  Brother  and  Sister  John  Carpenter  cele- 
brated the  sixty-sixth  anniversary  of  their  wedding  at  their 
home  in  Fruita.  Colo. 

John  A.  Carpenter,  now  87  years  of  age,  and  Mattie  F.  Brown, 
now  86  years  old,  were  married  at  Doylesville,  Va.,  on  March  8, 
1875.  They  were  both  raised  in  Virginia  and  lived  there  for 
a  short  time  following  their  marriage.  They  then  moved  to 
Illinois,  and  from  there  to  Reno  County,  Kansas.  When  the 
Oklahoma  territory  was  opened  for  settlement,  they  took  a  claim 
near  Cushing  and  lived  there  until  the  year  1903.  They  then 
moved  to  the  Grand  Valley  of  Colorado  and  have  made  their 
home  near  and  in  Fruita  ever  since. 

Sister  Carpenter  united  with  the  Brethren  Church  in  August 
of  1877,  and  Bro.  Carpenter  became  a  member  'while  living  in 
Kansas.  They  have  labored  for  many  years  in  the  office  of  dea- 
con. To  their  home  have  come  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living.  Their  oldest  daughter,  Effie,  is  living  with  them,  doing 
much  to  help  during  their  declining  years. 

The  members  of  the  Fruita  church  and  their  many  other 
friends  join  in  congratulating  this  fine  old  couple. 

Fruita,  Colo.  Marion  M.   Stern. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Reading-Harpine. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Philip  Boley  Reading  and  Marie  Virginia 
Harpine,  both  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  Oct.  19,  1940.— Jacob  H.  Hol- 
linger,  Washington,   D.   C. 

Roach-Shute. — Bro.  James  A.  Roach  and  Ruth  E.  Shute,  both 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Feb.  19,  in  the  Germantown  Church  of  the 
Brethren,    by    the    undersigned. — B.    F.    Waltz,    Philadelphia,    Pa. 

Wakeman-Bucklew. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington 
City  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Walter  David  Wakeman  and  Lessie 
Faye  Bucklew,  Sept.  14,  1940. — Jacob  H.  Hollinger,  Washington, 
D.    C. 

Wyati-Howell. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home  in  Lancaster, 
Ind.,  March  2,  1941,  John  Wyatt  and  Margaret  Howell,  both  of 
Warren,   Ind. — W.   C.   Stinebaugh,   Huntington,   Ind. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Bowser,  Wilford  Newton,  oldest  son  of  James  Corbett  and 
Sarah  Elizabeth  Bowser,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1878,  in  South  English, 
Iowa,  and  passed  away  in  St.  Lukes  hospital  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
Jan.  13,  1941.  On  Feb.  6,  1902,  he  was  married  to  Emma  K. 
Brower  of  South  English,  Iowa.  Besides  his  companion,  he  is 
survived  by  four  children,  thirteen  grandchildren,  two  sisters 
and  five  brothers.  Two  brothers  and  one  sister  preceded  him  in 
death.  At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren near  South  English.  In  1927  he  united  with  the  Old  Order 
Dunkard  church  near  Robins,  and  remained  a  faithful  member 
to  the  end.  He  grew  to  manhood  near  South  English,  and  later 
lived  near  Wellman,  near  Cedar  Rapids,  near  Robins,  and  since 
last  year  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  a  loving  companion  and 
father,  a  home  loving  man.  In  the  church  he  faithfully  assisted 
in  every  possible  way.  His  last  illness  was  brief,  but  his  suffer- 
ing was  intense.  Funeral  services  at  the  Moen  funeral  home  in 
Cedar  Rapids  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro. 
H.  L.  Ruthrauff;  and  at  the  English  River  church  assisted  by  Bro. 
H.  F.  Caskey.  Burial  was  in  the  family  lot  at  South  English. — 
O.  A.  Myer,  Robins,  Iowa. 

Elder,  Virginia  Alice,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Beulah  Elder, 
was  born  June  23,  1940,  and  died  Jan.  7,  1941,  after  a  brief  ill- 
ness. She  leaves  her  parents,  a  sister,  a  brother,  three  grand- 
parents and  two  great-grandparents.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  undersigned  at  the  Allison  Prairie  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the  near-by  cemetery. — Dolar  Rit- 
chey,  Lawrenceville,  111. 

Fike,  Carrie,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  Wotring,  was 
born  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  March  1,  1877,  and  died  Feb.  8, 
1941.  On  May  27,  1897,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Edwin 
Fike,  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
survive.  In  1916  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Shepherd  and  lived  a  faithful  Christian  life.  She  always  took 
an  active  part  in  community  life  and  was  ready  to  share  her 
home  with  the  less  fortunate.  Besides  the  husband,  children 
and  twenty-two  grandchildren,  she  leaves  a  sister  and  one 
brother  who  made  his  home  with  them  for  the  past  ten  years. 
One  sister  and  one  brother  preceded  her  in  death  several  years 
ago.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church  in 
Coleman,  Mich.,  with  Brethren  C.  A.  Spencer  and  the  writer  in 
charge. — David  P.   Schechter,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 

Light,  Samuel  J.,  was  born  Feb.  19,  1868,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Iona,  Feb.  1,  1941,  after  a  brief  illness.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Sallie  Yeagley  Light,  two  sons,  three  daughters,  two  broth- 
ers and  two  sisters.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  a  former 
wife,  Alice  Krall  Light,  and  three  children.  Funeral  services  in 
the  Midway  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  conducted  by  Breth- 
ren S.  K.  Wenger  and  Aaron  S.  Heisey.  Interment  was  in  the 
Iona  U.  C.  cemetery. — Nora  L.  Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Mansfield,  Pauline,  was  born  near  Gaston,  Ind.,  Aug.  7,  1903, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Bessie  Cox  Rench.  Her  mother  died 
when  Pauline  was  a  little  more  than  two  years  old.  Her  aunt 
and  uncle  who  had  no  children  of  their  own  took  her  into  their 
home  and  reared  her  to  womanhood,  loving  her  as  their  own. 
She  was  baptized  Jan.  9,  1916,  and  was  married  May  8,  1921,  to 
Irvin  Mansfield.  Three  children  were  born  to  them.  She  died  at 
the  Ball  Memorial  hospital  of  pneumonia,  Feb.  28,  1941.  Besides 
the  husband  and  children,  she  leaves  her  father  and  stepmother, 
one  sister  and  a  half  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Union  Grove  church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  I.  C.  Snavely. 
— J.  Andrew  Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Ockerman,  Laura  Bell,  aged  84  years,  2  months  and  4  days, 
the  widow  of  Eld.  David  Allen  Ockerman,  passed  away  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Kokomo,  Ind.  Death  came  after  an 
illness  of  one  year  of  complications.  She  was  born  in  Highland 
County,  Ohio,  Nov.  8,  1857,  one  of  six  children  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Davis.     She   and   her  husband   located   in   Kokomo  in  No- 


vember of  1917.  Her  husband  was  a  minister  and  elder,  serving 
at  Kokomo  and  several  near-by  churches.    He  died  Feb.  11,  1931. 

She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Sur- 
viving are  the  daughter,  one  son,  Eld.  L.  E.  Ockerman  of  Peru, 
four  grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren  and  two  great- 
great-grandchildren. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Schaffner,  Martin  S.,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1865,  and  died  Jan.  7, 
1941.  He  was  the  last  of  his  immediate  family,  being  survived 
only  by  nephews  and  nieces.  He  was  a  resident  of  the  NefTsville 
Brethren  Home  during  his  last  years.  Services  were  held  at  the 
Bowser  funeral  home  at  Hummelstown  in  charge  of  Eld.  Thomas 
Patrick  of  the  Hanoverdale  church.  Burial  was  at  Union  De- 
posit.— Irene  K.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Smith,  Maria  Katherine,  wife  of  Ed  V.  Smith,  was  born  Aug.  24, 
1859,  and  died  Oct.  28.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Adam  and 
Ellen  Hilkey  Michael  of  Greenland,  and  spent  the  greater  part 
of  her  life  in  that  vicinity,  moving  to  Arthur  some  twenty  years 
ago.  This  devoted  wife  and  mother  and  helpful  friend  lived  a 
beautiful  Christian  life.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one  daugh- 
ter, three  sons,  a  sister,  a  brother  and  six  grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  from  the  Brick  church  by  Bro. 
P.  I.  Garber,  assisted  by  Bro.  Norman  A.  Seese.  Interment  was 
in  the  Smith  cemetery. — Mrs.  Virgil  Cassady,  Arthur,  W.  Va. 

Van  Horn,  William  Alfred,  was  born  in  Iowa,  Aug.  23,  1863, 
and  passed  away  Jan.  13,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  son  at  Ontario, 
Calif.,  while  attending  the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne  Col- 
lege. His  health  had  been  good  up  to  the  time  of  his  passing. 
He  calmly  went  to  sleep  while  resting  in  an  easy  chair.  Sur- 
viving are  his  widow,  who  was  Margaret  Moomaw,  one  daughter, 
six  sons,  eleven  grandchildren,  five  great-grandchildren,  a  broth- 
er and  a  sister.  One  son  and  one  daughter  preceded  him  in 
death.  His  sister,  residing  at  Shady  Cove,  Oregon,  passed  away 
upon  hearing  of  his  death.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  Kansas,  Oregon 
and  the  Imperial  Valley,  Riverside  and  Bakersfield,  Calif.  He 
helped  to  build  the  first  irrigation  canal  in  Imperial  Valley  and 
saw  the  Salton  Sea  formed.  He  was  always  forward  looking. 
Successful  financially,  he  kept  very  little  for  himself.  He  never 
spoke  ill  of  anyone  and  was  loved  and  esteemed  by  a  great  host 
of  friends.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Bakersfield  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  and  his  companion  had  been  married  almost 
fifty-five  years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer. 
Interment  was  in  the  Greenlawn  cemetery,  Bakersfield. — C.  Earl 
Fisher,  Bakersfield,  Calif. 

Wagner,  Susan  Smith,  was  born  June  27,  1881,  and  died  Jan.  18, 
1941.  Her  husband,  four  daughters,  four  brothers  and  one  sister 
survive.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  Stump  funeral  home 
at  Hummelstown  and  at  the  Hanoverdale  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren by  Brethren  Frank  Carper  and  H.  J.  Frysinger.  Burial  took 
place  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Irene  K.  Frysinger,  Harris- 
burg,   Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arizona 

Phoenix. — We  recently  completed  the  second  unit  of  our  build- 
ing program,  the  social  hall.  This  is  a  rectangular  building,  like 
the  educational  unit,  of  grey  lime  brick.  A  large  part  of  the 
labor  was  donated.  On  Feb.  20  a  dedication  banquet  was  held, 
the  program  in  charge  of  Bro.  O'Dell  Laughrun.  Eld.  H.  A. 
Frantz  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  spoke  on  The  X  Quantity  in  the 
Church.  Other  talks  were  given  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Glen  Montz, 
Bro.  B.  F.  Waas  of  Glendale,  Ariz.,  Dr.  R.  U.  Merrill,  President 
of  the  Phoenix  Ministerial  Association,  Bro.  Keith  Miller,  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee  and  a  business  man  of  the  city. 
Music  was  furnished  by  Helen  Laughrun,  Leone  Gaetz,  Dolores 
Montz  and  Joe  Neff.  The  high  school  group  of  young  people 
had  the  first  social  in  the  new  hall.  In  a  fire-building  ceremony 
the  fireplace  was  dedicated.  In  addition  to  social  uses  the  hall 
will  be  the  assembly  place  for  the  junior  department.  Follow- 
ing the  city-wide  church  canvass  in  the  fall  a  more  intensive 
survey  of  our  immediate  community  will  be  made  soon.  Along 
with  our  Christmas  offering  for  world-wide  missions,  a  white 
gift  offering  was  made  and  a  large  amount  of  supplies  given  to 
the  needy.  The  women's  work,  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Iris  Montz,  is  making  good  progress.  The  missionary  division, 
led  by  the  writer,  is  studying  Stand  By  for  China.  The  mission- 
ary meeting  is  held  once  each  month  on  a  prayer  meeting  night, 
and  a  prayer  service,  with  the  emphasis  on  missions  and  mission 
work,  is  a  part  of  each  meeting.  In  a  similar  plan  equal  empha- 
sis is  given  to  the  meetings  for  teachers.  The  aid  society  has 
done  sewing  for  needy  families  and  for  the  Red  Cross.  Earlier 
we  held  a  rummage  sale  and  bazaar  and  served  refreshments  to 
the  men  working  on  the  social  hall.  We  have  two  groups  of 
young  people  active  in  the  two  divisions  of  the  Youth's  Temper- 
ance Council  sponsored  by  the  local  W.  C.  T.  U.  The  church 
took  part  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  held  by  the  Federated  Mis- 
sionary Societies  of  the  city,  Bro.  Montz  giving  the  afternoon 
address. — Lois  Greenawalt,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  March  3. 

California 

Empire. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen,  and  family  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  La  Verne.  On  Jan.  12  the  finance 
board  sponsored  the  play,  The  Alabaster  Cruse.  On  Jan.  26  the 
last  services  were  held  in  our  old  church  building.  In  the 
morning  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  preached;   in  the  afternoon  David 
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Studebaker  and  Mary  Esbensen  were  married  in  the  church. 
In  the  evening  there  was  an  inspiring  song  service  followed  by 
talks  by  Brethren  C.  H.  Deardorff  of  Elgin,  J.  W.  Deardorff  of 
Waterford  and  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne.  Large  audiences 
were  in  attendance  throughout  the  day.  On  the  next  day  the 
dismantling  of  the  building  began.  Work  on  the  new  project 
has  been  slow  because  of  heavy  rains.  The  new  building  will  be 
of  brick  veneer.  It  will  seat  650  people,  will  have  a  social  hall 
seating  300,  and  will  have  twenty-one  classrooms.  Bro.  C.  H. 
Deardorff  planned  the  building  and  is  here  part  of  the  time.  We 
are  having  services  in  the  grammar  school  auditorium.  On 
Feb.  17  at  the  occasion  of  the  reorganization  of  women's  work 
a  talk  was  given  by  Sister  Martha  Shick,  and  Chinese  refresh- 
ments were  served.  At  the  father  and  son  banquet,  held  on 
Feb.  27,  a  program  was  given  and  pictures  were  shown.  At 
our  spring  business  meeting  it  was  decided  to  have  the  pastoral 
board  serve  as  the  nominating  committee.  Norman  McCoy  will 
be  our  treasurer  for  relief  and  camp  offerings.  The  cantata, 
The  Crucified,  will  be  given  by  the  choir  at  the  Easter  season. 
We  are  glad  to  have  Bro.  Mays  Heiny  and  wife  of  Colorado 
spend  the  winter  here. — Pearl  Kappler,  Empire,  Calif.,  March  3. 

Hermosa  Beach. — Following  the  regional  conference  at  La 
Verne  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  preached  for  us  Jan.  17.  The  message 
was  greatly  appreciated.  On  Jan.  22  the  district  officers  of  wom- 
en's work  came  to  our  group  in  an  all-day  meeting  with  an  in- 
spiring program.  All  phases  of  the  work  were  presented  in  a 
most  interesting  way.  Our  quotas  have  been  paid  to  relief 
work,  to  the  missionary  program  and  to  the  Achievement  Of- 
fering. The  aid  keeps  busy  quilting  and  doing  fancy  work. 
We  are  studying  the  mission  book  now.  The  men  sponsored 
the  painting  of  the  baptistry  and  of  the  beautiful  scenery  on 
the  walls  by  Bro.  W.  E.  Trostle  of  Pasadena,  and  secured  sup- 
port for  the  one  hundred  per  cent  club  plan  for  the  Gospel 
Messenger.  At  the  prayer  meeting  hour  the  pastor  leads  us  in 
the  study  of  Acts.  Several  of  our  Sunday-school  children  are 
awaiting  baptism.  On  Feb.  23  the  La  Verne  deputation  team  was 
in  our  church  with  a  program  of  music  and  talks.  Our  Achieve- 
ment Offering  was  nearly  $35. — Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,  Hermosa 
Beach,   Calif.,   March  3. 

Lindsay. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  adopted  a  system  to 
increase  our  attendance  at  Sunday  school.  Our  records  already 
show  an  increase  over  last  year's  record.  The  women's  work 
group  of  the  church  has  a  regular  meeting  each  month  spon- 
sored by  different  committees.  In  the  month  of  January  the 
missionary  committee  presented  a  play;  in  February  the  tem- 
perance committee  had  the  state  W.  C.  T.  U.  director  as  guest 
speaker;  the  mother  and  daughter  committee  will  present  the 
program  in  March.  In  the  early  winter  Rev.  George  Burcham, 
who  is  working  with  the  transient  groups  in  this  county  under 
the  direction  of  the  Methodist  Church  arid  associated  groups, 
brought  us  valuable  information  concerning  a  needy  field  at  our 
door.  We  appreciated  the  message  by  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  who 
has  done  a  great  work  in  bringing  relief  among  war-stricken 
people.  On  Dec.  22  a  group  presented  the  play.  White  Christ- 
mas, under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Louise  Stoltenberg.  The  week 
of  prayer  was  observed  by  the  churches  of  Strathmore  and  Lind- 
say in  a  union  service  each  evening  from  Jan.  6  to  10.  A  very 
beautiful  and  impressive  church  wedding  was  solemnized  on 
Jan.  25  when  Bro.  Gnagy  performed  the  ceremony  uniting  his 
daughter  Florine  and  Andrew  J.  Wise  in  marriage.  The  couple 
will  reside  in  Iowa.  Our  pastor  attended  the  district  fieldmen's 
council  at  Elgin  and  the  conference  of  the  International  Council 
of  Religous  Education  in  Chicago.  In  his  absence  the  pulpit 
was  filled  by  his  son,  Eugene,  by  the  Gospel  Messengers  who 
give  a  half-hour  religious  program  over  radio  station  KTKC 
each  weekday,  the  Reedley  Junior  College  male  quartet,  Bro. 
F.  A.  Yearout  from  Fresno  and  Sister  Gnagy.  On  Feb.  27  the 
Lindsay  W.  C.  T.  U.  will  hold  an  all-day  institute  in  our  church. 
—Mrs.  Edna  M.   Shryer,  Lindsay,   Calif.,  Feb.  25. 

Pomona. — On  Feb.  13  the  men's  brotherhood  sponsored  a  fel- 
lowship turkey  dinner  attended  by  250  persons.  No  price  was 
set  for  the  meal,  but  a  freewill  offering  amounted  to  $290.96. 
Fifty  dollars  worth  of  food  and  other  materials  were  donated, 
including  seven  turkeys.  The  net  proceeds  were  approximately 
$265.  At  the  reorganization  of  women's  work  we  elected  the 
following  officers:  director,  Mrs.  Fred  Hallett;  president  of  la- 
dies' aid,  Mrs.  Cora  Neher;  director  of  peace  and  temperance, 
Mrs.  Lee  Newland;  director  of  Bible  reading,  Mrs.  Harry  Thom- 
as; director  of  mothers  and  daughters  and  missionary  society, 
Mrs.  Evelina  Blocher.  The  ladies'  aid  is  busy  at  present  with 
relief  sewing  for  China.  We  are  enjoying  Mrs.  Thomas'  Bible 
lessons  in  the  Book  of  Philippians.  The  missionary  group  is 
launching  out  on  a  project  to  visit  the  entire  church  group  and 
those  connected  in  various  ways.  Thirty-five  women  have  of- 
fered their  services  for  the  afternoon  of  March  7;  fifteen  of 
these  will  furnish  cars.  Plans  are  under  way  for  a  pre-Easter 
revival.  Our  children's  director,  Mrs.  Ira  Fasnacht,  is  prayer- 
fully planning  a  decision  day  for  the  junior  church  on  the  last 
Sunday  in  March.  For  the  last  four  months  Pastor  Harry 
Thomas  has  issued  a  church  letter  to  every  member  of  the 
church  telling  the  important  happenings  of  the  program.  All 
of  us  look  forward  to  these  monthly  letters,  especially  the  shut- 
in  members.  We  were  glad  to  have  the  La  Verne  deputation 
team  with  us  on  Feb.  16.  Our  choir  is  under  the  able  leadership 
of  Marvin  Bolinger.  Last  week  another  exit  was  made  to  our 
basement  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $125.  Most  of  the  labor 
was  donated.— Mrs.  Fred  Hallett,  Ontario,  Calif.,  Feb.  24. 


Colorado 

Rocky  Ford. — We  profited  from  the  evangelistic  ministry  of  the 
Canfields,  who  were  with  us  Feb.  4-16.  Besides  the  convicting 
power  of  Bro.  Canfield's  sermons  the  messages  they  brought  in 
music  were  greatly  appreciated.  The  home  group  brought  one 
special  number  of  music  each  evening.  Nine  were  received  into 
the  church.  In  addition  to  the  joy  of  baptizing  new  members  we 
rejoice  that  four  whom  we  welcomed  are  making  our  church 
their  home  in  order  that  their  families  might  be  unified  by  mem- 
bership in  one  instead  of  two  churches.  At  the  father  and 
son  banquet  held  Feb.  17  Bro.  Canfield  was  the  speaker.  We 
are  co-operating  in  a  city-wide  union  pre-Easter  meeting  with 
Bishop  Meade  of  the  Methodist  Church  as  speaker.  Brother 
and  Sister  B.  F.  Stauffer  and  Pastor  Ernest  Shively  attended  the 
regional  conference  at  McPherson,  Kans.  We  are  participating 
in  plans  for  a  union  daily  vacation  Bible  school  for  the  summer, 
also  a  union  young  people's  sunrise  service  on  Easter  morning. — 
Mrs.  Roy  E.  Miller,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  Feb.  26. 

Florida 

Tampa. — A  number  of  our  group  attended  a  watch  service  at 
the  church  on  the  last  evening  of  1940.  The  first  part  of  the 
service  was  devoted  to  the  playing  of  games  after  which  we 
had  a  series  of  pictures  about  the  work  of  some  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  We  spent  the  closing 
minutes  of  the  old  year  around  the  fire  in  meditation  and  re- 
consecration.  In  January  Bro.  Kahle  gave  us  a  number  of  lec- 
tures about  how  to  spend  money  wisely.  Those  who  attended 
regularly  received  valuable  information.  The  Dorcas  circle 
sponsored  a  Valentine  party  for  the  mothers  and  daughters  at 
the  home  of  Sister  A.  D.  Crist  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  13.  Bro. 
Fred  Hollenberg  of  Sebring,  Fla.,  has  been  conducting  a  series 
of  revival  meetings  for  the  past  two  weeks.  The  attendance 
has  been  good  and  we  feel  we  have  been  greatly  benefited  by 
Bro.  Hollenberg's  unselfish  and  conscientious  efforts.  Several  of 
our  friends  from  the  North  have  been  worshiping  regularly  with 
us. — Marion  E.  Gunn,  Tampa,  Fla.,  March  4. 

Indiana 

Mexico. — All  churches  of  Middle  Indiana  were  well  repre- 
sented in  a  called  district  meeting  held  Jan.  19  to  consider 
financing  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  for  boys  of  draft 
age.  We  are  happy  that  we  can  share  in  this  worthy  work.  On 
Feb.  23  we  observed  our  annual  missionary  day.  The  children's 
offering  was  $11.74;  the  adults',  $105.18.  Eld.  Harley  Fisher  was 
chairman  of  the  meeting  with  Brethren  Walter  Balsbaugh  and 
L.    E.    Ockerman    leading    in    devotion    and    prayer.     Bro.    J.    O. 


Change  of  Messenger  Address 


Your  Messenger  will  reach  you  prompt- 
ly at  your  new  address  if  you  will  give  us 
at  least  two  weeks'  notice  of  change.  Help 
us  to  serve  you  better,  avoiding  both  delay 
and  expense,  by  sending  the  information 
suggested  below: 


Brethren  Publishing  House 
16-24  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  I1L 

Please  note  the  following  change  in  ad- 
dress for  my  Gospel  Messenger — 


Name  

New  Address   

City .  State 

Old  Address  

City State 
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Winger  brought  the  missionary  message.  The  church  choir  and 
quartet  furnished  special  music— Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico, 
Ind.,   Feb.  27. 

Kansas 

Lamed. — In  the  fall  men's  work  had  a  rally.  The  chalk  talks 
by  Bro.  Harry  Clark,  our  district  president  of  men's  work,  were 
very  hielpful.  Bro.  Harley  Martin  is'  president  of  our  local  men's 
work  organization.  The  women  are  active  under  the  leadership 
of  Sister  Blanche  Daughenbaugh,  president  of  women's  work. 
In  the  fall,  they  sewed  and  collected  garments  for  European 
relief,  sponsored  a  fellowship  supper,  supplied  food  for  Christ- 
mas dinner  for  a  needy  family,  and  paid  the  remainder  of  the 
Crumpacker  fund.  They  are  sponsoring  a  school  of  missions 
again  this  year.  Our  church  feels  keenly  the  loss  by  death  of 
Eld.  E.  S.  Fox.  He  was  the  last  of  the  ministers  who  served  our 
congregation  through  the  years  in  the  free  ministry.  Bro.  H. 
D.  Michael,  a  former  pastor  here  and  now  pastor  of  the  Eden 
Valley  congregation,  succeeds  Bro.  Fox  as  elder.  A  Christmas 
program  was  given  by  the  children.  In  December  the  young 
people  sponsored  a  slide  lecture,  The  Book  Goes  Forth.  The 
young  people  were  entertained  at  a  Christmas  social  at  the  par- 
sonage. A  well  attended  community  revival  was  held  in  our 
church  Feb.  14-23.  Rev.  E.  E.  Showalter  from  the  Mennonite 
church  at  La  Junta,  Colo.,  brought  helpful  Biblical  sermons; 
also  interesting  stories  for  the  children.  The  evangelist,  with 
the  Methodist  and  Brethren  pastors,  made  many  calls  during 
the  revival.  There  were  two  confessions.  Several  of  our  Sun- 
day-school teachers  attended  the  special  one-day  conference  at 
McPherson.  Our  pastor  and  Elvin  Brown,  Jr.,  attended  most  of 
the  regional  conference,  bringing  back  helpful  reports.  Pastor 
Robert  Haney  represented  us  at  the  special  district  meeting. 
Eld.  H.  D.  Michael  officiated  at  a  very  impressive  love  feast  on 
March   2. — Irva   Kendrick   Haney,   Larned,   Kans.,   March   4. 

Maryland 

Ridgely. — At  our  recent  quarterly  council  delegates  elected  to 
district  meeting  were  Pastor  J.  S.  Rittenhouse  and  Edward  Bow- 
man. On  Dec.  29  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  Christmas  play,  The  Cob- 
bler Shop.     On  Dec.  22  the  primary  department  presented  a  pro- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La   Verne,    Calif.,   June    18-24. 
DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.   C,  April  23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  April  16,  17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — (To  be 
located),    April   30,   May    1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,    April    8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,    April    17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April  16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,   April   18,    19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April    23-25. 

LOVE   FEASTS 
California 
April   18,   Waterford. 
Illinois 

April  12,  7:30  pm,  Walnut 
Grove. 

Indiana 
April   10,   Rock   Run. 
April  10,  7:30  pm,  Fort  Wayne. 
April    11,    7:30    pm,    West    Ma- 
rion. 
May  3,  7:30  pm,  Mexico. 
May  24,   7:30   pm,   Middletown. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 


Maryland 

April  10,  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 

Michigan 
March  29,   7:30  pm.  Buchanan. 
April    11,    7:45    pm,    Woodland. 

Missouri 
April    11,    North    Bethel. 

Nebraska 

April    14,    Lincoln. 
Ohio 

April   11,   Lick   Creek. 

April    13,    Canton,   Maple   Ave- 
nue. 

April  13,  8  pm,  Sand  Ridge. 

April     20,     7:30     pm,     Canton, 
First. 

Pennsylvania 
April  10,  7  pm,  Chambersburg. 
April    10,    Meyersdale. 
April  10,  Mount  Joy. 
April   10,   Waynesboro. 
April   13,    Coventry. 
April    13,    Lebanon. 
April  13,  Windber. 
April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 
April    27,    7    pm,    Bellwood. 
May    4,    7   pm,    Green   Tree. 
May   11,   2  pm,   East  Fairview. 
May    11,    Germantown. 
May   13,   7  pm,  Greencastle. 
May      25,      Lower      Conewago, 
Bermudian    house. 

Virginia 

April  10,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 
April   12,   6   pm,   Oak   Grove. 
April  13,  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April  28,   Cloverdale. 
Washington 
April  11,  Ellisforde. 


gram  at  the  morning  service,  and  at  the  close  our  pastor  and 
family  were  presented  with  a  radio  as  a  gift  from  the  church. 
Our  church  has  a  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club  this  year, 
and  the  bonus  subscriptions  were  sent  to  nonmember  homes.  On 
Christmas  Eve  we  participated  in  a  midnight  service  at  the  Re- 
formed church  in  which  our  pastor  had  a  part.  At  our  Febru- 
ary meeting  Sister  Estelle  Rittenhouse  was  elected  president  of 
our  women's  work. — Dorothy  Cherry,  Ridgely,  Md.,  Feb.  27. 

Michigan 

Florence. — Brother  and  Sister  George  Sherck  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Harry  Oxender  attended  the  meeting  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan. 
18  and  heard  the  peace  message  given  by  Bro.  Paul  Bowman.  On 
Feb.  22  Brother  and  Sister  Sherck  attended  the  peace  meeting  at 
Bethany,  Ind.  On  Feb.  23  Bro.  Homer  Schrock  and  family  of 
White  Pigeon  visited  our  church  and  Bro.  Schrock  gave  a  very 
inspiring  sermon.  Recently  a  number  from  our  congregation 
heard  a  converted  priest  give  a  sermon  on  Why  a  Preacher  In- 
stead of  a  Priest.  On  March  2  Bro.  Charles  Light  of  Howe,  Ind., 
and  Bro.  Gorman  Zook  of  La  Grange,  Ind.,  gave  us  a  talk  per- 
taining to  peace.  We  are  doing  our  part  toward  financing  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp.  Our  aid  is  still  doing  relief  work. 
— May  Myers,  Constantine,  Mich.,  March  3. 

Sunfield. — We  were  grateful  for  the  ministry  of  Bro.  J.  F. 
Baldwin  and  Bro.  David  Schechter  from  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary. At  the  close  of  these  brief  meetings  we  held  our  fall 
love  feast  with  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters,  our  elder,  in  charge.  We  did 
not  have  a  Christmas  program  on  account  of  so  much  sickness 
in  our  group  but  the  Sunday  school  observed  the  white  gift 
service  by  giving  $29.60.  Of  this  amount  the  primary  depart- 
ment gave  $22.60.  Bro.  Walter  Fisher  has  been  serving  in  pas- 
toral work  since  Sister  Martha  Keller  moved  away.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  was  $30.76.  At  the  council  meeting  held 
on  Jan.  5  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  elder,  H.  W.  Peters; 
clerk,  W.  R.  Cheal;  treasurer,  C.  D.  Frantz;  music  director,  Royal 
Frantz;  Messenger  agent,  Walter  Kimmel;  Messenger  corre- 
spondent, Mrs.  Oscar  Ulrey.  Our  church  is  using  the  Messenger 
one  hundred  per  cent  subscription  plan. — Mrs.  Oscar  Ulrey,  Ver- 
montville,  Mich.,  March  5. 

Nebraska 

Omaha. — On  the  morning  of  Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  was 
given  by  the  primary  department,  followed  by  a  sermon  by 
Bro.  M.  C.  Early.  In  the  evening  the  annual  white  gift  serv- 
ice was  held,  followed  by  a  cantata  by  the  choir.  On  Christmas 
Eve  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sang  carols  at  the  homes  of  some  of  our 
members.  On  Dec.  29  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  took  charge  of  an  evening 
candlelighting  service.  Great  Christian  leaders  who  have  kept 
the  light  of  Christ  aflame  through  the  centuries  were  repre- 
sented by  the  lighting  of  candles.  The  symbolic  light  of  Christ 
was  then  given  to  everyone  in  the  audience  to  light  our  own 
century.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  voted  to  give  $10  to  the  finance  com- 
mittee. The  junior  choir  has  taken  part  in  several  devotional 
programs.  On  Jan.  19  Sister  Nettie  Senger  showed  slides  on 
mission  work  in  China.  On  Jan.  26  and  Feb.  2  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
sponsored  moving  pictures  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Work  in  Africa,  and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Work  in 
America.  There  seems  to  be  a  renewed  spirit  of  unity  and  co- 
operation in  the  church. — Vivian  Lowell,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  Feb.  28. 

Ohio 

Canton,  First. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  C.  Inman,  accepted  a  call 
to  the  Ashland  City  church  and  assumed  his  duties  there  on 
Jan.  1.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  All  Christian  class 
has  sponsored  a  Bible  study  class  which  has  been  increasing 
each  week  in  interest  and  attendance.  Bro.  Warren  Showalter 
is  leader  of  the  class.  On  Dec.  27  we  held  a  farewell  party  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Inman.  The  ministers  of  the  community 
shared  in  this  fellowship.  The  All  Christian  class  presented  the 
Christmas  play  entitled  The  Gift.  The  women's  work  held  a 
Christmas  party  in  the  church  basement  at  which  time  an  ex- 
change of  gifts  was  enjoyed.  The  women  have  been  very  busy 
this  winter  at  their  monthly  meetings  in  the  various  homes. 
They  have  collected  clothing,  made  quilts  for  relief  and  sold 
articles  to  earn  money  for  local  use.  Increased  attendance  and 
much  interest  are  encouraging.  On  March  5  they  held  their 
secret  sister  party  at  the  church.  Two  members  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  letter;  one  has  been  taken  by  death.  Our  plan 
of  a  penny-a-meal  for  relief  has  been  keeping  up  with  much 
interest  and  enthusiasm.  The  trustees  report  the  parsonage 
painted  and  the  interior  redecorated.  A  call  from  our  church 
was  extended  to  Bro.  Robert  Sherfy  of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  and  the 
ministerial  board  reports  his  acceptance,  his  pastoral  work  to 
begin  June  8.  We  are  planning  to  hold  our  semiannual  Easter 
communion  service  on  April  20.  The  men's  work  group  has 
raised  $15  on  our  ten  cents  per  man  per  month  for  refugee  relief 
work;  they  have  raised  $45  for  the  Brethren  Service  camps. 
The  Canton  Sub-District  No.  3  men's  group  will  hold  its  monthly 
meeting  at  Canton,  First  church  on  April  6,  at  which  time  Ray 
Walters  will  give  a  talk  on  Rehabilitation  and  Peace  Education. 
The  men  raised  their  part  of  the  $250  Camp  Zion  project  for 
1940-41.  The  choir  members  are  joining  with  the  Wooster  church 
choir  to  render  the  cantata,  The  Glory  of  Easter,  at  both 
churches,  one  on  Palm  Sunday  and  the  other  on  Easter  Sunday 
night. — Cora  Masters,   Canton,  Ohio,   March   5. 

Cedar  Grove. — Following  is  an  account  of  the  organization  of 
our  church  after  becoming  a  congregation  separate  from  Prices 
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Creek.  So  much  interest  has  been  shown  that  the  need  was 
felt  to  organize  our  own  church  and  to  separate  from  the  Prices 
Creek  congregation,  of  which  Cedar  Grove  has  always  been  a 
part.  It  was  believed  that  an  organization  here  would  create 
more  responsibility  among  our  local  members  and  the  service 
could  be  better  adjusted  to  the  needs  of  our  community.  On 
Feb.  6  the  Prices  Creek  church  met  at  our  church  to  assist  in 
this  organization.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher,  elder  at  Prices  Creek, 
acted  as  chairman.  Brethren  Oliver  Royer  and  H.  M.  Coppock 
represented  our  mission  board.  Several  adjoining  elders  were 
present.  Bro.  Theodore  Eley,  pastor  of  the  Harris  Creek  church, 
was  chosen  elder,  after  which  the  other  necessary  officers  were 
chosen.  The  ministerial  committee  has  secured  Bro.  Ira  Blocher 
of  Greenville  to  preach  for  the  next  few  weeks.  We  hope  to 
have  the  services  of  a  summer  pastor  in  a  few  months.  The 
women  and  men  have  each  organized  for  special  work  that  can 
be  done  for  our  church  and  community.  Several  attended  the 
women's  and  men's  meetings  at  the  Salem  church  Feb.  22.  At 
the  time  of  this  organization  our  membership  consisted  of  forty- 
five  charter  members  and  nine  nonresident  members. — Amos 
Hollinger,  Hollansburg,  Ohio,  Feb.  28. 

Center. — On  Dec.  22  the  children  rendered  a  short  Christmas 
program  at  the  close  of  the  Sunday-school  hour.  At  our  regu- 
lar quarterly  business  meeting  held  on  Jan.  15  we  decided  to 
hold  a  week's  pre-Easter  service,  Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor  to  have 
charge  and  secure  whatever  help  he  may  need.  Four  letters  of 
membership  were  received.  Bro.  Taylor  and  Sister  Moomaw  at- 
tended the  called  district  meeting  held  in  the  Wooster  church 
on  Jan.  17,  18.  Bro.  Taylor  gave  a  report  of  the  meeting  to  the 
church  on  the  following  Sunday.  The  wedding  of  Esther  Royer 
and  Eli  Miller  took  place  at  the  church  on  Jan.  19.  Our  wom- 
en's work  organization  has  been  meeting  twice  a  month.  We 
do  quilting,  make  sunbonnets  and  dust  caps,  and  piece  squares 
for  quilts.  In  February  we  made  and  presented  a  comfort  to  a 
needy  family  of  the  community.  Brother  and  Sister  C.  Ray  Keim 
were  with  us  on  Feb.  9  and  Bro.  Keim  gave  us  a  very  inspira- 
tional sermon. — Mrs.  Jennie  Weyand,   Louisville,  Ohio,   March  5. 

Danville.- — The  congregation  met  at  the  parsonage  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Dec.  18  to  wish  our  pastor  and  family  a  merry  Christmas 
and  a  happy  New  Year.  The  Christmas  program,  a  play  en- 
titled Twentieth  Century  Lullaby,  presented  by  the  young  peo- 
ple and  adults,  and  a  white  gift  service  were  held  Dec.  22.  After 
the  program  the  young  people  went  caroling  to  the  homes  of 
shut-ins.  The  women's  work  met  Feb.  11  to  make  a  comforter 
and  to  pack  clothing  for  relief  work.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
we  have  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  membership  subscribing 
for  the  Gospel  Messenger  this  year. — Mrs.  Herschel  Richert,  Dan- 
ville,  Ohio,   Feb.   27. 

Piqua. — On  the  evening  of  Dec.  5  a  large  group  gathered  at 
the  home  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  H.  Eidemiller,  to  help  him  cele- 
brate his  birthday  and  to  say  good-by  before  he  and  Sister 
Eidemiller  went  to  La  Verne,  Calif.,  to  visit  a  daughter.  On  Dec. 
22  the  young  people  and  primary  department  presented  a  very 
inspiring  Christmas  program  to  a  full  house.  On  the  following 
Sunday  evening  the  Oakland  group  of  thirty-five  voices  pre- 
sented the  cantata,  The  Star  of  Bethlehem.  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of 
Pleasant  Hill  brought  us  two  inspiring  messages  on  Jan.  5  and  19. 
The  Manchester  volunteer  group  came  on  the  evening  of  Jan. 
12.  Miss  Lorita  Shull  told  us  many  interesting  things  about 
India.  On  Jan.  29  the  men's  group  of  the  district  brought  a  fine 
message  in  song.  On  Feb.  2  Bro.  Calvert  Ellis  of  Juniata  Col- 
lege brought  us  a  fine  message.  On  Feb.  9  our  pastor  was  wel- 
comed back.  On  the  following  Sunday  a  basket  dinner  was  en- 
joyed by  many,  and  Bro.  Eidemiller  told  us  interesting  things 
about  their  trip.  We  are  glad  to  report  fine  co-operation  of  our 
group  in  the  support  of  missions,  relief  and  the  current  emer- 
gency in  Civilian  Public  Service.  The  aid  is  very  busy,  meeting 
each  week  with  good  attendance.  The  missionary  group  meets 
regularly,  and  is  now  preparing  a  play,  The  Missionary  Awaken- 
ing of  Elm  Grove,  to  be  presented  some  time  in  March.  The 
men's  group  also  is  busy. — Mrs.  Earl  Garber,  Covington,  Ohio, 
Feb.  28. 

Salem. — Our  church  has  been  improved  by  the  addition  of 
sanitary  rest  rooms.  On  Feb.  3  the  members  of  our  church  met 
in  a  special  council  meeting  called  to  explain  more  fully  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps  for  the  young  men  who  have  en- 
listed as  conscientious  objectors.  We  decided  to  have  our  peace 
and  temperance  committee  select  a  group  to  make  a  house-to- 
house  canvass  to  explain  the  camp  program  and  to  distribute  a 
peace  cup  to  each  family.  On  Feb.  22  more  than  seven  hundred 
women  attended  the  district  women's  work  conference  held  at  our 
church.  Sister  Minnie  Bright  led  the  devotions  at  both  morning 
and  afternoon  sessions,  and  Sister  Anna  Beahm  Mow  gave  very 
helpful  messages  at  both  services.  In  the  afternoon  Bro.  E.  M. 
Studebaker  gave  a  talk  on  Bethany  Hospital.  The  morning  of- 
fering was  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  and  relief,  and 
the  afternoon  offering  for  women's  work.  At  noon  we  enjoyed 
many  exhibits  displayed  by  the  different  churches.  The  South- 
ern Ohio  mass  meeting  of  men  was  held  on  the  same  day  at  the 
Philhpsburg  Christian  church,  at  which  approximately  250  men 
were  present.  The  Pastor's  Use  of  Men's  Work  in  the  Local 
Church  was  given  by  Galen  B.  Royer.  An  uplifting  message 
was  given  by  Rev.  A.  Ward  Applegate,  well  known  among  the 
Friends  for  his  work  on  peace  and  international  relations.  Our 
annual  revival  meeting  will  be  held  March  16-30,  conducted  by 
Eld.  C.  C.  Sollenberger  of  Uniontown,  Pa. — Mrs.  Louise  Swartz, 
Verona,  Ohio,  March  1. 


Pennsylvania 

Huntingdon. — A  weekday  program  of  religious  education  was 
started  in  the  Huntingdon  high  school  in  January.  The  plan 
provides  for  a  forty-minute  period  of  religious  instruction  each 
Monday  morning,  at  which  time  the  pastors  of  the  local  churches, 
including  the  Catholic  priest  and  a  leader  of  the  Jewish  faith, 
meet  with  the  young  people  of  their  respective  denominations. 
The  introductory  course  being  offered  by  all  the  Protestant  min- 
isters is  The  Bible  Story  and  Content.  The  intermediate  group 
of  our  church,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  George  Detweiler, 
Mrs.  Robert  Wear  and  Mrs.  Harold  Engle,  has  been  meeting 
one  evening  each  week  for  the  past  year  and  a  half.  Miss  Eva 
Smawley,  formerly  a  missionary  to  China  under  the  Presbyterian 
Board  and  now  active  in  home  mission  work,  spoke  to  the  group 
several  times  and  inspired  interest  in  a  project  to  benefit  the 
underprivileged  children  of  Kentucky  mountains.  As  a  result, 
the  group  recently  mounted  several  hundred  pictures  and  pasted 
Scripture  verses  over  the  personal  messages  on  a  large  number 
of  Christmas  greeting  cards  for  use  in  the  schools  and  Sunday 
schools  of  the  southern  mountain  districts.  This  is  the  second 
shipment  of  such  materials.  Our  evangelistic  services  from  Feb. 
2  to  Feb.  16,  conducted  by  Bro.  Wilfred  Staufer,  pastor  of  the 
New  Enterprise  church,  were  characterized  by  strong  gospel 
messages.  Thirteen  decisions  were  made  for  Christ.  These  ap- 
plicants for  church  membership  meet  with  Pastor  George  Det- 
weiler during  the  Sunday-school  hour  in  a  class  of  special  in- 
struction, preparatory  to  the  baptismal  service  on  Easter  morn- 
ing. During  the  Lenten  season  two  union  midweek  prayer  serv- 
ices are  being  held  in  two  areas  of  the  city.  The  district  con- 
ference of  Middle  Pennsylvania  will  be  held  in  the  Fredericks- 
burg church,  April  8-10.  The  delegates  chosen  to  represent 
our  church  are  Brother  and  Sister  Detweiler,  Sister  O.  R.  Myers 
and  Bro.  Lewis  S.  Knepper.  The  women's  missionary  society  is 
using  for  study  Dr.  Gordon  Poteat's  book.  Stand  By  for  China. 
At  the  January  meeting  Miss  Florence  Crumpacker,  a  student  at 
Juniata  College,  and  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Frank 
Crumpacker,  spoke  to  the  group  concerning  the  work  of  her 
parents  in  China.  She  solicited  prayers  for  them  and  for  the 
native  Christians  who,  under  severe  persecution,  are  endeavor- 
ing to  carry  on  the  work  of  evangelism. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Engle,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  March  1. 

Quakeriown. — On  Jan.  5  our  pastor  conducted  installation 
services  for  our  new  church  officers.  We  observed  New  Year's 
Eve  with  a  prayer  service,  a  song  service,  and  a  candlelighting 
service.  Altogether  it  was  a  very  effective  and  impressive  meet- 
ing. On  Jan.  25  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president  showed  motion  pic- 
tures of  the  Africa  mission  field.  On  Feb.  1  Rev.  Norman  Cress- 
man  and  family,  returned  missionaries  from  China,  spoke  of 
their  work  in  that  field.  Bro.  George  Landis  brought  the  mes- 
sage on  Feb.  2  when  we  dedicated  the  parsonage  and  the  bap- 
tistry. On  Feb.  2  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  special  anniversary  pro- 
gram. On  Feb.  7  the  intermediates  organized,  with  our  pastor 
superintendent  of  boys  and  Sister  Nora  Holsinger  superintendent 
of  girls.  They  plan  to  hold  monthly  meetings  and  have  charge 
of  each  third  Sunday  evening  B.  Y.  P.  D.  service.  On  Feb.  15  we 
held  our  fourth  anniversary  service  with  Bro.  Ralph  Jones  as  the 
speaker.  On  Feb.  16  the  women  gathered  in  the  aid  room  for 
a  business  meeting  and  a  short  program.  The  ladies'  aid  is  busy 
quilting.  The  women  plan  to  meet  soon  to  sew  for  the  needy 
and  to  make  tablecloths  and  aprons  for  use  at  love  feasts.  On 
Feb.  12  the  Sunday-school  board  met  to  discuss  how  to  improve 
our  Sunday  school.  On  Feb.  22  the  young  people  from  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  Perkasil  had  charge  of  the  service.  Our  pastor 
and  wife  had  open  house  on  Sunday  afternoon  of  Feb.  23.  Gifts 
were  presented  to  them.  Bro.  Lester  A.  Bucher  of  the  Allen- 
town  church  gave  an  illustrated  temperance  lecture  on  March  1. 
Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  had  charge  of  the  service  on  March  2. 
The  Co-workers  Sunday-school  class  is  sponsoring  a  musical 
program  by  Rev.  Wallace  Jones  and  family.  Rev.  Jones  is  pastor 
of  the  Furlong  Union  church  near  Doylestown.  Our  intermedi- 
ate department  is  planning  to  have  its  first  fellowship  gathering 
at  the  parsonage  on  March  7.  We  expect  to  have  Bro.  Nevin 
Zuck  speak  for  us  on  March  8.  There  is  much  interest  shown  at 
our  prayer  service.  At  our  last  meeting  there  were  forty  pres- 
ent.— Mrs.   Raymond   Bleam,   Coopersburg,   Pa.,   March  3. 

Richland. — On  Nov.  3  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Elizabethtown 
College  delivered  a  message  on  the  theme.  The  Christ  Centered 
Home.  On  the  morning  of  Nov.  17  the  student  volunteers  of  the 
college  presented  an  interesting  program.  Our  evangelistic 
services  continued  from  Dec.  29  to  Jan.  14.  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  was  the  evangelist.  Eleven  were  baptized  and 
one  was  reclaimed.  On  Feb.  9  our  local  peace  group  had  charge 
of  the  evening  service  and  presented  a  panel  discussion  on  this 
timely  subject.  Bro.  Harvey  Kline  of  Annville  spoke  to  our 
young  people  on  Feb.  16  on  Faith  of  Our  Fathers.  Our  congre- 
gation participated  in  a  joint  missionary  meeting  at  the  Myers- 
town  church,  at  which  time  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  delivered 
three  very  interesting  messages.  On  March  1  and  2  Pres.  Ralph 
W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College  conducted  a  Bible  insti- 
tute. The  ladies'  chorus  of  Messiah  Bible  College  will  render 
a  program  of  sacred  music  on  April  16. — Eva  A.  Bollinger,  Rich- 
land, Pa.,  March  3. 

Virginia 

Copper  Hill. — In  the  autumn  months  the  members  from  the 
entire  congregation  donated  used  clothing  for  relief  and  made 
one   hundred   one   new   garments.     The  men   raised  four   dollars 
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per  month  to  buy  material  to  be  made  into  clothing.  On  Dec.  8 
the  deputation  team  from  Bridgewater  College  presented  a  very 
interesting  program.  On  Dec.  22  the  young  people  at  Copper 
Hill  presented  a  pageant,  A  Gift  for  the  Christ  Child.  Programs 
were  also  given  at  Mt.  Union  and  Bottom  Creek,  mission  points 
in  the  congregation.  Eight  baskets  were  sent  to  the  shut-ins 
by  the  Copper  Hill  aid,  and  nine  baskets  to  shut-ins  from  the 
Mt.  Union  Sunday  school.  On  Dec.  24  the  Sunday  school  at 
Copper  Hill  gave  a  short  program,  at  which  our  former  pastor, 
Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter,  and  family  were  present.  The  amount  of 
money  set  for  our  goal  in  missions  has  been  raised  and  sent  in. 
Several  meetings  were  held  by  the  pastor  with  the  young  men 
in  regard  to  our  peace  position.  A  Sunday-school  bus  will  be 
sent  out  March  2  to  bring  children  to  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Carl 
Spangler,  our  field  worker,  showed  slides  of  The  Ten  Most  Fa- 
mous Hymns.  Cleophus  Stump,  Carl  Stump  and  our  pastor  at- 
tended the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater.  There  were 
eight  to  attend  the  training  school  which  was  held  at  the  First 
church,  Roanoke,  Jan.  27-31.  Our  pastor  will  begin  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Mt.  Union  sometime  in  May.  Bro.  Fike  and  wife 
will  be  in  a  series  of  meetings  at  Lost  Creek,  Pa.,  from  March  20 
to  April  13.  We  now  have  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  fifty-three  or 
more  homes. — Mrs.  G.  P.  Fralin,  Air  Point,  Va.,  Feb.  28. 

Lebanon. — On  Sunday  preceding  Christmas  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and 
the  children's  department  gave  a  play  entitled  The  Old  Time 
Christmas.  Eld.  B.  B.  Garber  continues  to  preach  for  us  two 
Sundays  each  month.  At  our  regular  quarterly  council  held 
Jan.  1  Bro.  Earl  Smith  was  licensed  to  preach.  Elders  N.  W. 
Coffman  and  D.  B.  Garber  were  with  us  on  this  occasion.  On 
Jan.  12  a  freewill  offering  was  taken  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kern,  Ger- 
man refugees  who  are  attending  Bridgewater  College.  Re- 
cently the  children's  department  was  moved  to  the  basement  of 
the  church.  An  aged  brother  and  sister  donated  an  organ  to 
this  department,  which  was  greatly  appreciated.  Plans  are  be- 
ing made  for  an  entrance  to  the  basement  from  the  inside  of  the 
church,  and  for  painting  the  church.  Our  congregation  was  glad 
to  reach  the  new  goal  in  securing  Messenger  subscriptions  this 
year.  Quite  a  few  of  our  members  attended  the  Spiritual  Life 
Institute  held  at  Bridgewater  College  Jan.  5-10.  Weekly  sing- 
ings are  being  held  in  homes  of  the  members,  sponsored  by  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  Our  aid  society  meetings  are  well  attended,  and 
much  interest  is  shown  in  relief  work  both  at  home  and  in 
war-torn  countries.  Quite  a  few  from  our  church  have  been 
attending  the  Bible  training  school  at  Mt.  Sidney  High  School. 
Oneitta  Byers,  Mt.  Sidney,  Va.,  March  1. 

Wakemans  Grove. — At  our  council  on  Feb.  9  Bro.  L.  S.  Miller 
was  re-elected  elder  for  another  year,  and  Bro.  Alfred  Wake- 
man  was  elected  delegate  to  the  district  conference  which  is  to 


be  held  at  this  place  in  April.  Work  has  been  started  on  addi- 
tional Sunday-school  rooms  in  the  church.  We  are  grateful  for 
a  gift  of  three  pulpit  chairs  from  our  elder.  The  following 
ministers  have  served  us  during  the  year:  L.  S.  Miller,  B.  S. 
Landis  of  Harrisonburg,  Lawrence  Helsley  and  J.  S.  Stevens  of 
Woodstock.  We  have  four  sermons  a  month,  a  Sunday  school  at 
Evergreen  and  an  active  aid  society.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  recently 
elected  new  officers.  We  decided  to  have  a  revival,  but  have 
not  yet  secured  a  pastor. — Mrs.  Ida  Barrick,  Edinburg,  Va„ 
Feb.   27. 

Washington 

Ellisforde. — The  work  is  steadily  going  forward.  Our  church 
officers  include:  pastor,  Clement  Bontrager;  joint  elders,  C.  V. 
Stern  and  H.  M.  Rothrock;  elder  emeritus,  William  Mohler: 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  David  Shamberger;  president  of 
men's  work,  George  Stern;  president  of  women's  work,  Mrs. 
Percy  Shamberger.  The  women's  work  is  an  active  group.  At 
present  they  are  planning  a  Sunday  morning  breakfast  club,  the 
first  meeting  to  be  March  30.  They  are  also  helping  to  put  the 
Messenger  in  all  of  the  homes.  The  women's  work  group  is 
active  with  projects.  We  used  the  envelope  system  to  raise 
money  for  our  national  project  and  for  the  Hazel  Rothrock  fund, 
the  venture  proving  quite  a  success.  We  served  several  dinners 
to  crews  packing  apples.  The  group  has  been  giving  substan- 
tial help  to  a  needy  family  and  sending  relief  bundles  to  war- 
torn  countries.  Some  persons  drove  thirty  miles  to  hear  Paul 
Bowman,  Jr.,  when  he  was  here.  Our  evangelistic  meetings  are 
scheduled  for  March  20  to  April  13,  with  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick 
in  charge.  Communion  services  will  be  held  on  Good  Friday 
evening.  The  young  adults  are  attempting  to  have  more  get- 
togethers.  This  large  interested  group  can  accomplish  much 
good  work.  Our  young  people  continue  to  be  an  active  group. 
They  assist  in  publishing  the  Evergreen  Promoter.  Recreational 
grounds  near  the  church  were  recently  purchased  by  the  young 
people,  and  plans  are  being  made  to  make  this  an  interesting 
recreational  center.  Our  local  church  yearbook  was  recently 
published  for  the  second  time.  This  useful  book  is  much  appre- 
ciated. Harvey  Weddle  is  music  director  this  year.  Mrs.  Doyle 
Ruark  is  director  of  the  senior  choir,  and  Bertha  Longanecker 
director  of  the  junior  choir.  Several  of  our  young  people  are 
in  school  at  La  Verne  College,  business  colleges  in  Spokane  and 
Wenatchee,  and  in  nurses'  training  in  Wenatchee.  Brother  and 
Sister  Noble  Deardorff  and  Bro.  J.  Fred  Ulery  were  here  in  in- 
stitute work  this  winter.  Clement  Bontrager,  Mrs.  Gaylen  Ver- 
beck,  Earl  Longanecker  and  Raymond  Verbeck  helped  in  insti- 
tute work  in  various  churches  of  the  state  during  the  winter 
months. — Mrs.  Earl  Longanecker,  Tonasket,  Wash.,  Feb.  28. 
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•J  A  thrilling  narrative  of  Rosanna  McGonegal  Yoder,  the  Irish 
Catholic  baby  girl  who  providentially  came  under  the  influence 
of  the  Amish  maiden  lady,  Elizabeth  Yoder. 

•J  You  will  love  the  heroine  of  this  story  as  you  follow  the  colorful 
yet  common  career  of  this  Amish  girl.  Nothing  of  interest  in  an 
Amish  girl's  life  is  omitted. 

•I  Heartstrings  will  be  touched  with  such  incidents  as  the  death 
of  Rosanna's  mother;  Rosanna's  deep  affection  for  "Momly"; 
Rosanna's  first  husking  bee;  Little  Crist's  visits  to  see  Rosanna; 
the  wedding;  the  dower;  the  first  sorrow;  and  the  new  house  by 
the  tannery. 

<J  The  author,  as  one  of  the  Amish  folks,  understands  and  gives 
an  honest,  sympathetic,  and  straightforward  account  of  the  re- 
ligious, social,  and  economic  customs  and  traditions  which  have 
been  adhered  to  for  more  than  two  hundred  fifty  years. 

*§  The  book  reads  interestingly  from  beginning  to  end.  In  all 
there  are  twenty  chapters  with  more  than  320  pages.  Aptly  illus- 
trated with  lifelike  sketches  of  Amish  folk  and  scenes.  Cloth 
bound  with  colorful  jacket.    Price  $2.00. 

Order  today 
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579  CHURCHES  HAVE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER  CLUBS 

Below  we  list  the  churches  with  club  plans,  either  100%  or 
75%,  that  have  established  new  plans  or  renewed  former  plans 
since  Dec.  1,  1940.  These  579  churches  have  sent  in  almost  7,500 
new  subscriptions  which  with  over  14,000  renewals  make  a  total 
of  almost  22,500  subscriptions  for  churches  with  clubs. 


California,   No. 

Bakersfield 
Chico 
Empire 
Fresno 
Laton 
Lindsay 
Live  Oak 
McFarland 
Modesto 
Oakland 
Raisin 
Reedley 

Sacramento,   Sub- 
urban 
Waterford 

Calif.,  S.,   arid  Ariz. 

Covina 

Glendale,   Ariz. 

Glendale,   First 

Glendora 

Hemet 

Hermosa  Beach 

Inglewood 

La  Verne 

Long  Beach 

Los  Angeles,  Bel- 
vedere 

Los  Angeles,  Cal- 
vary 

Los   Angeles,    First 

Pasadena 

Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Pomona 

San  Bernardino 

San  Diego 

Santa  Ana 

Canada,     Western 

Bow  Valley 

Colorado 
Colorado    Springs 
Denver 
Fruita 
Rocky  Ford 
Sterling 
Wiley 

Florida    &    Georgia 

Arcadia 
Miami 
Sebring 
Tampa 
Winter  Park 

Idaho,  W.  Mont. 

Bowmont 

Clearwater 

Emmett 

Fruitland 

Moscow 

Nampa 

Nezperce 

Twin   Falls 

Weiser 

111.,   N.,   and   Wis. 
Batavia 
Bethel 

Cherry  Grove 
Chicago,    Douglas 

Park 
Chicago,   First 
Chippewa  Valley, 

Wis. 
Dixon 
Elgin 

Franklin  Grove 
Freeport 
Lanark 
Lena 

Milledgeville 
Mt.  Morris 
Polo 

Rice  Lake.  Wis. 
Stanley,  Wis. 
Sterling 
West  Branch 
Yellow  Creek 

Illinois,     Southern 
Allison  Prairie 
Astoria 
Canton 
Cerro  Gordo 
Decatur 
Girard 

Hurricane   Creek 
Kaskaskia 
La  Motte  Prairie 
Liberty 
Oak   Grove 
Oakley 


Okaw 

Panther  Creek 
Springfield 
Virden 

Walnut   Grove 
Woodland 

Indiana,  Middle 

Cart  Creek 

Flora 

Hickory    Grove 

Huntington 

Liberty   Mills 

Lower    Deer    Creek 

Manchester 

Markle 

Mexico 

Monticello 

Pipe   Creek 

Pleasant  Dale 

Pleasant   View 

Salamonie 

Santa   Fe 

Spring  Creek 

Sugar  Creek 

Upper   Deer   Creek 

Wabash   City 

Wabash    Country 

West   Manchester 

West    Marion 

Indiana,    Northern 

Auburn 
Baugo 
Bethany 
Bethel 
Blissville 
Blue  River 
Bremen 

Buchanan,   Mich. 
Cedar  Creek 
Cedar  Lake 
Elkhart  City 
Elkhart   Valley 
English   Prairie 
Fort    Wayne 
Goshen  City 
La  Porte 
Michigan   City 
Mt.    Pleasant 
Nappanee 
New   Paris 
New  Salem 
North   Liberty 
North  Webster 
Pine  Creek 
Pleasant   Hill 
Pleasant    Valley 
Plymouth 
Rock  Run 
South   Bend,   First 
South   Bend,    Sec- 
ond 
Union    Center 
Wakarusa 
Walnut 
Wawaka 
Yellow  Creek 

Indiana,    Southern 

Anderson 
Beech   Grove 
Buck   Creek 
Fairview 
Indianapolis 
Ladoga 
Maple  Grove 
Middletown 
Muncie 
Nettle  Creek 

(Locust   Grove) 
Nettle    Creek 

(White    Branch) 
Nettle   Creek 

(Brick) 
Pyrmont 
Richmond 
Rossville 
Union  Grove 
Upper  Fall  Creek 
White 

Iowa,   Middle 

Cedar 

Cedar  Rapids 

Coon  River 

Dallas  Center 

Des    Moines 

Des    Moines    Valley 

Fernald 

Garrison 

Iowa   River 

Panther  Creek 

Prairie  City 

Robins 


Iowa,   N.,   Minn.,    & 
So.  Dak. 

Greene 

Guthrie 

Ivester 

Lewiston,   Minn. 

Minneapolis,    Minn. 

Root  River 

Sheldon 

South    Waterloo 

Spring  Creek 

Union    Ridge 

Waterloo 

Willow     Creek,     S. 

Dak. 
Worthington,  Minn. 

Iowa,  Southern 

Council  Bluffs 

English   River 

Franklin 

Libertyville 

Monroe  County 

Salem 

South   Keokuk 

Kansas,     Northeast. 

Appanoose 

Buckeye 

Holland 

Morrill 

Navarre 

Olathe 

Ottawa 

Ozawkie 

Richland    Center 

Topeka 

Wade    Branch 

Washington 

Washington    Creek 

Kansas,    Northwest. 

Belleville 
Burr    Oak 
Maple   Grove 
North   Solomon 
Quinter 
White   Rock 

Kansas,     Southeast. 

Galesburg 
Independence 
Paint   Creek 
Parsons 

Kansas,    Southwest. 

Bloom 

Conway    Springs 

McPherson 

Monitor 

Newton 

Pleasant  View 

Prairie    View 

Wichita,  First 

Maryland,  Eastern 

Baltimore,   First 

Baltimore,     Wood- 
berry 

Bethany,  Del. 

Denton 

Frederick 

Green   Hill 

Long  Green   Valley 

Meadow   Branch 

Monocacy 

Piney    Creek 

Pipe   Creek 

Pipe   Creek    (Union 
Bridge) 

Sams   Creek 

Thurmont 

University   Park 

Westminster 

Maryland,     Middle 
Beaver    Creek 
Broadfording 
Brownsville 
Manor 

Pleasant  View 
Welsh   Run 

Maryland,    Western 
Bear  Creek 
Frostburg 
Westernport 

Michigan 

Battle  Creek 
Beaverton 
Crystal 
Detroit 

Elmdale 


Flint 

Grand    Rapids 

Harlan 

Lansing 

Marilla 

New    Haven 

Onekama 

Ozark 

Pontiac 

Rodney 

Shepherd 

Sugar  Ridge 

Sunfield 

Thornapple 

Woodland 

Zion 

Missouri,  Middle 

Adrian 

Mineral    Creek 
Warrensburg 

Missouri,    Northern 

Bethany 
North   Bethel 
Plattsburg 
Rockingham 
Shelby   County 
Wakenda 

Mo.,  S.i  and  Ark. 
Cabool 
Carthage 
Greenwood 
Mountain   Grove 
Peace   Valley 
Shoal  Creek 
Springdale,    Ark. 

Nebraska 
Beatrice 
Bethel 
Lincoln 
Octavia 
Omaha 
Silver    Lake 
South    Beatrice 

N.   and  S.   Carolina 

Flat    Rock 
New  Haven 
Pleasant  Grove 

No.   Dak.,    E.   Mont. 

Cando 
Carrington 
James  River 
Minot 

Poplar  Valley 
Surrey 

Ohio,    Northeastern 

Akron 

Ashland    Dickey 

Black  River 

Canton,  First 

Canton,  Maple  Ave. 

Chippewa 

Danville 

East    Chippewa 

Hartville 

Kent 

Mansfield 

Maple    Grove 

Olivet 

Owl   Creek 

West  Nimishillen 

White    Cottage 

Woodworth 

Wooster 

Zion   Hill 

Ohio,     Northwest. 

Bellefontaine 

Black   Swamp 

Defiance 

Dupont 

Eagle   Creek 

Fostoria 

Lick  Creek 

Lima 

Marion 

Oak  Grove 

Pleasant    Center 

Pleasant  View 

Ross 

Silver  Creek 

Sugar  Creek 

Swan   Creek 

Toledo 

Ohio,  Southern 

Bear    Creek 

Beech   Grove 

Bradford 

Brookville 

Castine 

Donnels    Creek 

East  Dayton 

Eversole 

Fort    McKinley 

Georgetown 

Gratis 

Greenville 


Harris    Creek 
Lower  Miami 
Lower   Stillwater 
Marble   Furnace 
Middle   District 
New  Carlisle 
Painter    Creek 
Piqua 
Pitsburg 
Pleasant    Valley 
Poplar    Grove 
Prices   Creek 
Salem 
Sidney 
Trotwood 
Troy 

Union  City,  Ind. 
West  Alexandria 
West   Charleston 
West   Dayton 
West  Milton 

Okla.,  Pan.  of  Tex., 
New    Mexico 

Ames 
Big   Creek 
Clovis,    N.    Mexico 
Guthrie 

Oklahoma   City 
Pampa,  Tex. 
Thomas 
Waka,  Tex. 
Washita 

Oregon 

Albany 
Ashland 
Grants   Pass 
Mabel 

Myrtle   Point 
Newberg 
Portland 
Weston 

Pa.,   Eastern 

Akron 

Allentown 

Chiques 

Conestoga 

Conestoga,   West 

Conewago 

East    Fairview 

East  Petersburg 

Elizabeth  town 

Ephrata 

Harrisburg 

Hatfield 

Heidelberg 

Indian   Creek 

Lake    Ridge,    N.    Y. 

Lancaster 

Lebanon 

Lititz 

Maiden    Creek 

Mechanic  Grove 

Midway 

Mingo 

Mountville 

Myerstown 

Palmyra 

Reading 

Richland 

Ridgelv,    Md. 

Schuylkill 

Spring   Creek 

Spring  Grove 

Swatara,    Big 

Swatara,   Little 

West   Greentree 

White   Oak 

Pa.,  Middle 

Altoona,     Twenty- 
eighth    St. 

Cherry  Lane 

Clover    Creek 

Drv    Vallev    (Mait- 
land) 

Dunnings   Creek 

Fairview 

Koontz 

Lower  Claar 

New   Enterprise 

Smithfield 

Spring     Mount 

Soring    Run 

Woodbury,     Curry- 
ville 

Pa.,  S.  E.,  N.  J.,   & 
E.  N.  Y. 

Ambler 

Coventry 

Green  Tree 

Norristown 

Parkerford 

Philadelphia,    First 

Pottstown 

Quakertown 

Springfield 

Wilmington,   Del. 

Pennsylvania,     So. 

Back  Creek 
Boiling  Springs 


Buffalo 

Carlisle 

Codorus 

Hanover 

Lost   Creek   (Bunk- 

ertown) 
Lost     Creek     (Free 

Spring) 
Lower  Conewago 
Madison  Avenue 

(York) 
Mechanicsburg 
Mt.   Olivet 
New   Fairview 
Perry 
Ridge 
Welty 
York 

Pa.,   Western 

Brothersvalley 

(Pike) 
Conemaugh 
County  Line 
Fairview-Sculton 
Geiger 

Georges    Creek 
Hooversville 
Manor 
Maple   Glen 
Maple   Grove 
Markleysburg 
Middle    Creek 
Mt.   Pleasant 
Oakdale 
Penn  Run 
Pleasant   Hill 
Plum    Creek 
Scalp    Level 
Shade  Creek 
Tire    Hill 
Uniontown 
Westmont 
Windber 
Wooddale 

Tennessee 

Johnson  City 
Liberty 
Limestone 
New  Hope 
Pleasant   Hill 
Walnut  Grove 

Tex.  and  Louisiana 

Falfurrias 
Roanoke,    La. 
Rosepine,  La. 

Virginia,    Eastern 

Fairfax 

Manassas 

Midland 

Nokesville 

Richmond 

Valley 

Virginia,    First 

Antioch 
Bethany 
Cloverdale 
Copper  Hill 
Johnsville 
Lynchburg 
Monroe,   W.   Va. 
Mt.   Joy 
Oak   Grove 
Peters   Creek 
Pleasant  View 
Selma 
Troutville 

Virginia,     Northern 

Greenmount 

Harrisonburg 

Linville  Creek 

Mill    Creek 

Mt.    Zion 

Salem 

Timberville 

Unity  (Bethel) 

Unity    (Fairview) 

Virginia,     Second 

Barren    Ridge 
Beaver  Creek 
Bridgewater 
Elk  Run 
Lebanon 
Middle  River 
Moscow 
Mt.  Vernon 
Pleasant    Valley 
Sangerville 
Summit 
Valley   Bethel 

Virginia,     Southern 

Antioch 
Beaver    Creek 
Bethlehem 
Bethlehem     (Monte 

Vista) 
Continued  on  Page  30 
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EDITORIAL 


"While  in  This  World  Below" 

Sometime  when  you  have  a  few  minutes  to 
spare,  and  are  not  too  tired,  try  picturing  what 
the  world  could  be  like  if  people  would  do  what 
they  could  and  ought  to  do.  For  example,  we 
could  be  working  together  to  form  a  better  world, 
not  trying  to  throw  it  down,  even  upon  ourselves, 
as  did  blind  Samson  when  he  strained  at  the  two 
middle  pillars  until  the  house  fell. 

Yet,  in  a  world  like  ours,  it  seems  that  one  must 
be  content  with  something  far  short  of  the  ideal. 
Then  what  can  one  do  "while  in  this  world  be- 
low"? The  truly  courageous  have  lived  by  faith. 
While  so  living  they  have  tried  to  bring  in  the  bet- 
ter times  that  ought  to  be. 

If  this  outlook  seems  rather  discouraging,  re- 
member that  it  is  not  yet  altogether  clear  just 
what  we  shall  be,  but  John  thinks  "we  shall  be 
like  him"  (1  John  3:  2).  Patience  and  discipline 
do  include  something  in  the  way  of  compensation. 
Nature  seems  to  say  as  much  when  we  read  that 
pouring  ultra-violet  rays  on  green  algae  up  to 
two  thirds  of  the  time  required  to  kill,  stimulates 
extraordinary  growth  and  produces  a  new  species 
of  cells!  H.  A.  B. 

When  Nobody  Says  Anything  About  It 

Suppose  you  do  something  a  little  extra  nice  for 
the  cause  and  nobody  seems  to  notice  it.  Have 
you  had  that  distressing  experience?  Pretty  pain- 
ful sometimes,  especially  if  you  were  becomingly 
careful  to  do  it  in  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  way, 
but  with  a  secret  expectation  that  the  whole  story 
would  leak  out  and  then  it  didn't  leak.  Rather 
tough,  not? 

There  are  compensations,  however.  He  whose 
eye  is  on  the  sparrow  must  have  noticed  and  if 
you  can  have  patience  enough  just  to  wait  for  his 


recognition,  the  glory  of  that  occasion  will  make 
up  for  any  temporary  shortage  in  handclapping 
and  hurrahs.  There  is  good  authority  for  the  com- 
forting conviction  that  he  sees  in  secret  and  re- 
wards well-doers  openly. 

That  isn't  all.  The  fibers  of  your  own  conscience 
know  all  about  it  and  they  will  not  forget.  They 
will  whisper  it  in  your  ear  as  it  seeks  tonight's 
welcoming  pillow,  and  the  sweet  strains  of  an- 
swering chords  will  be  far  better  to  go  to  sleep  on 
than  counting  sheep.  Nor  is  that  all.  The  "well 
done"  from  the  echo  in  your  own  soul  is  the  great- 
est character  encourager  yet  found,  and  the  often- 
er  it  is  repeated,  the  surer  and  faster  will  be  your 
growth  in  sensitiveness  to  life's  richest  rewards. 

It  doesn't  matter  so  very  much  after  all  if  the 
folks  are  a  little  slow  in  appreciating  what  you 
have  done.  God  and  time  and  patience  will  recti- 
fy that  oversight.  e.  f. 

Henry  Kurtz  Decides 

Second  excerpt  from  Meet  Henry  Kurtz,  the  story  of  the  life 
of  the  man  who  revived  printing  for  the  Brethren.  The  story  is 
picked  up  at  the  point  where  Elder  George  Hoke  urges  Henry 
Kurtz  to  join  the  Brethren  and  print  a  paper  for  them.— Ed. 

"We  were  saying  that  too  little  is  known  of  the 
beginnings  of  the  Brethren  in  the  old  country," 
resumed  Henry  Kurtz.  "I  would  say  that  too  lit- 
tle will  also  soon  be  remembered  of  what  has 
happened  since  coming  to  America.  You  came  to 
this  wilderness  from  Pennsylvania,  but  long  be- 
fore free  and  convenient  travel  is  possible  the 
west  and  the  east  will  differ.  This  can  easily  mean 
division  for  your  people." 

"That  is  all  too  true,"  admitted  Hoke.  "But  we 
do  have  one  thing  that  serves  to  bind  us  together. 
That  is  the  Big  Meeting  that  comes  once  a  year. 
You  may  know  it  was  held  in  this  very  communi- 
ty in  1822." 
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"Yes,  but  that  is  not  enough,"  argued  Kurtz. 

"What  more  should  we  do?"  questioned  Hoke. 
As  he  waited  for  Kurtz  to  speak  he  picked  up  the 
snuffers,  trying  to  trim  the  candlewick  to  make 
the  flame  burn  more  brightly. 

"I  would  say  that  no  religious  group  can  hope 
to  maintain  itself  long  without  some  means  for 
training  its  ministers,  some  organization  for  di- 
recting its  work,  some  means  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas,  some  effort  to  preserve  the  records  of  its 
achievements." 

"You  can  see  our  problems  from  the  vantage 
point  of  the  educated  man,"  said  Hoke  with 
thoughtful  deliberation.  "But  who  am  I?  Just  a 
rough  and  ready  preacher  in  this  great  American 
wilderness.  See  my  people  today,  scattered  and 
divided  over  the  problems  of  life  as  they  arise  in 
a  new  land!  My  friend,  what  should  we  do?  What 
can  we  do?" 

"Here  is  something  that  appeals  to  me,"  began 
Kurtz  slowly.  "Suppose  someone  were  to  publish 
a  paper  for  the  Brethren,  not  just  a  parish  paper 
like  my  little  Der  Friedensbote  von  Concordia,  but 
something  that  could  be  sent  far  and  wide  to  all 
the  Brethren.  In  this  way  it  would  be  possible  to 
touch  all  homes,  not  just  once  a  year  as  some  are 
reached  through  the  Big  Meeting,  but  all  homes 
and  as  many  as  a  dozen  times  a  year!  Think  what 
a  medium  such  a  paper  would  be  for  the  exchange 
of  thought,  for  retelling  the  story  of  the  faith  of 
the  founders!  It  could  prepare  the  people  for  the 
problems  of  change  and  adjustment  which  are 
sure  to  multiply  in  this  new  land  of  ours." 

Hoke  listened  intently  and  with  inner  dismay  as 
he  contemplated  the  situation  of  his  people  and 
the  truth  of  what  Henry  Kurtz  was  saying.  But 
another  thing  troubled  him.  He  arose  and  began 
pacing  the  floor  as  the  smaller  man  looked  on. 

"Henry  Kurtz,"  said  Hoke,  turning  to  his  friend, 
"all  that  you  say  is  surely  too  true.  My  people 
need  to  know  their  history.  They  should  have  the 
story  of  their  struggles.  One  with  your  education 
might  write  such  a  book.  We  should  have  a  paper 
advancing  ideas  like  training  for  ministers  and 
better  organization  for  work,  offering  such  advan- 
tages as  the  exchange  of  plans  and  ideas,  and  sup- 
plying a  knowledge  of  the  things  the  fathers  have 
achieved.  But  my  people  are  a  people  who  have 
forgotten  much.  I  am  not  sure  they  will  take  too 
kindly  to  the  things  of  which  we  speak.  We  must 
have  patience,  but  we  must  help  them  or  they  will 
perish  in  the  wilderness!  My  friend,  you  are  one 
who  has  come  to  know  us.  You  understand  our 
doctrines  and  our  needs.  I  cannot  offer  you  fame 
or  riches,  but  there  is  the  opportunity  for  you  to 


serve  a  people  in  the  hour  of  their  need.  Come, 
be  one  of  us!" 

Kurtz  sat  intently  staring  into  space.  He  was 
thinking  hard.  At  last  he  arose  with  an  air  of  de- 
cision and  offered  his  hand. 

"I  will,"  said  he.    "I  will  do  the  best  I  can." 

Hoke  grasped  the  proffered  hand.  He  drew 
Kurtz  close  and  saluted  him  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  Brethren. 

"God  be  praised,"  he  said  fervently.  Then  he 
added:  "Tomorrow  you  can  be  baptized  if  you 
are  ready." 

Came  April  6,  1828.  Out  on  the  Royer  farm,  un- 
der a  towering  maple  tree,  and  in  the  creek  run- 
ning close  by,  Henry  Kurtz  was  baptized  into  the 
name  of  "the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost." 
He  received  the  rite  of  baptism  at  the  hands  of 
Elder  George  Hoke.  h.  a.  b. 

The  Church  Needs  Scribe-Disciples 

Not  many  of  the  scribes  of  Jesus'  day  became 
his  disciples.  As  a  class  they  were  against  him. 
He  welcomed  them,  however,  as  he  did  all  who 
would  follow  him  in  truth.  He  was  especially 
eager  to  have  the  scribes,  because  their  superior 
intellectual  attainments  would  fit  them  for  un- 
usual service.  Such,  he  said,  would  be  like  the 
"householder  who  bringeth  forth  out  of  his  treas- 
ure things  new  and  old"  (Matt.  13:  52). 

There  was  a  most  important  and  absolute  con- 
dition, however.  The  scribe  must  be  really  "a  dis- 
ciple to  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  He  must  be  a 
true  learner,  constantly  seeking  to  understand 
this  kingdom  better.  You  see  it's  so  different 
from  other  kingdoms.  There's  no  outward  show 
of  power.  The  force  by  which  it  moves  and  grows 
is  of  the  quiet  sort.  It  operates  entirely  in  human 
hearts.  It  wins  its  way  through  the  contagion  of 
goodwill. 

A  converted  scribe  is  a  great  asset  to  the  king- 
dom if  he  understands  this  well.  Not  the  least  of 
his  services,  as  Jesus  pointed  out,  is  his  ability  to 
put  old  and  new  together.  He  sees  the  point  of 
contact  between  them,  as  the  unlettered  fisher- 
man and  tax-collector  cannot,  and  so  discerns  be- 
tween the  passing  and  the  permanent  in  both.  He 
does  not  waste  his  time  and  strength,  either  in 
trying  to  hold  that  which  ought  to  pass  away,  or 
in  chasing  after  mere  novelties  which  have  noth- 
ing substantial  in  them. 

How  the  church  needs  his  kind  today,  the  truly 
cultured  man  and  woman  who  have  been  made 
real  disciples  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven!  There 
is  so  much  of  worth  both  old  and  new  that  ought 
not  to  be  lost.  e.  f. 
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The  Christ  of  the  Cross 

BY  EARL   SNADER,  JR. 

A  question  pertinent  to  camp  and  young  peo- 
ple's leaders  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  today 
is:  "Are  we  losing  sight  of  the  Christ  of  the 
Cross?"  This  may  seem  to  be  a  strange  question 
for  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  with 
its  wonderful  Brethren  heritage,  to  ask  them- 
selves. Is  it  true  that  comparatively  fewer  young 
people  in  our  present-day  Church  of  the  Brethren 
"know  what  the  score  is,"  to  put  it  in  modern 
language?  Are  young  people  in  our  church  now 
learning,  through  the  instruction  given  in  Sunday 
school  and  summer  camp,  what  the  "victorious 
life"  in  Christian  manhood  and  womanhood  is? 
Maybe  we  cannot  dogmatically  say  they  are  not, 
but  we  can  seriously  question  ourselves — and 
justifiably — whether  they  are.  Undoubtedly  the 
young  people's  leaders  in  our  church  have  this 
problem  on  their  minds.  It  is  something  to  think 
about. 

I  have  a  great  deal  of  respect  for  the  older 
brethren  of  our  church,  who  lived  at  a  time  when 
every  member  was  expected  to  read  from  regu- 
larly and  know  about  the  Bible.  Surely  that  was 
no  ideal  age  in  the  history  of  our  church;  but  was 
it  not  an  age  when  the  meaning  of  the  Christ  of 
the  Cross  in  everyday  living  was  more  vital  than 
it  is  now,  taking  the  brotherhood  as  a  whole?  That 
was  the  day  when  a  "Dunker's  word  was  as  good 
as  his  bond,"  according  to  the  saying.  Are  people 
still  saying  that  about  the  Brethren  people  as  a 
whole?  A  short  while  ago  I  was  speaking  to  a 
Presbyterian.  I  know  him  well  and  respect  his 
opinions.  During  the  course  of  the  conversation 
this  man  said  he  used  to  think  of  the  Brethren  as 
a  people  "set  apart,"  and  he  said  they  had  his  sin- 
cere respect.  Then  he  went  on  to  say  that  no 
longer  could  he  think  that  of  the  Brethren  people 
to  the  degree  that  he  used  to.    Have  we  lost  our 


uniqueness? — not  that  uniqueness  of  itself  is  of 
much  value,  but  because  it  is  necessary  for  people 
in  the  present-day  world  to  be  unique  if  they  are 
to  be  Christian.  In  the  present  struggle  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  come  to  the  fore  in 
making  a  definite  stand  and  testimony  for  peace. 
Our  church  is  a  historic  peace  church  and  that 
stand  is  part  of  our  conviction,  and  it  seems  that 
the  Lord  has  really  blessed  the  efforts  for  peace  in 
the  present  crisis.  But  here  is  this  question:  "Are 
we  making  a  stand  for  the  Christ  of  the  Cross  with 
as  much  earnestness  as  we  are  making  a  stand  for 
peace?"  It  is  true  our  desire  for  peace  comes 
from  an  attempt  to  follow  the  Master's  teachings, 
but  are  we  at  the  same  time  trying  to  make  sure 
that  the  source  of  power  to  be  an  aggressive  paci- 
fist is  being  presented  to  the  members  of  our 
brotherhood,  young  people  in  particular? 

It  would  be  very  interesting  to  send  a  question- 
naire to  representative  young  people  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  asking  them  to  write  in 
five  simple  statements  what  they  as  members  of 
our  church  believe  the  gospel  of  Christ  and  the 
kernel  of  Christianity  is.  The  answers,  perhaps, 
would  be  many  and  varied;  or  on  the  other  hand 


Challenge 

BY  MARY  McDOWELL 

Rise  up,  O  church,  and  like  the  sun 
Increase  thy  light;  day  has  begun! 
Shine  brighter,  church,  upon  the  world; 
Expand  the  power  by  love  unfurled. 
The  world,  bowed  low  with  deadly  care, 
Awaits  thy  challenge!     Do  you  care? 

Rise  up,  O  church,  and  with  the  Son 
Complete  the  way  by  him  begun. 
The  way  of  peace  is  yet  untried; 
Rise  up!     For  peace  our  Master  died! 
The  cross  is  urging,  ghastly  bare. 
Take  up  thy  challenge!     Do  you  dare? 

Millersburg,  Ind. 
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they  might  be  rather  consistent  and  in  line  with 
the  fundamental  teaching  of  Scripture.  This  is 
our  question. 

Much  time  and  effort  is  being  given  in  meetings, 
conferences  and  discussions  in  summer  camps  and 
young  people's  groups,  in  an  attempt  to  teach 
pacifism,  and  to  teach  to  modern  young  people 
Christian  ways  of  recreation  and  ways  in  which 
the  presence  of  God  can  be  sensed  in  nature,  in 
the  mountains  and  fields  and  woods.  It  seems  to 
be  the  general  opinion  that  it  will  take  much  ef- 
fort and  planning  to  help  young  people  follow  the 
Christian  pathway  in  these  respects.  If  so  much 
effort  is  necessary  to  put  across  the  message  of 
peace  and  other  messages  of  that  nature,  is  not 
as  much  effort  necessary  in  making  clear  to  mod- 
ern young  people  the  way  God  has  given  a  plan 
of  salvation  and  a  source  of  power  in  individual 
lives  through  the  presence  of  the  saving  knowl- 
edge of  our  Lord  Jesus? 

Sometimes  it  seems  as  though  we  are  putting 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  We  are  building  the 
walls  of  a  Christian  life  without  the  foundation  of 
original,  complete,  and  genuine  conversion.  Many 
of  our  young  people  are  being  drawn  aside  by  the 
evil  influences  of  this  world.  The  only  way  to  stop 
this  is  to  make  sure  that  the  young  people  of  our 
church  know  how  they  can  receive  power  to  be 
a  living  Christian  testimony.  Teaching  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Christian  life  gives  no  power  to 
the  individual  to  follow  that  development.  Only 
the  teaching  of  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  life 
gives  power  to  follow  that  life.  "But  as  many  as 
received  him,  to  them  gave  he  the  power  to  be- 
come the. sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe 
on  his  name"  (John  1:  12). 

Waynesboro,  Pa. 


Ten  Reasons  Why  Every  Thinking  Person 

Should  Form  a  Habit  of  Drinking 

Intoxicating  Liquors 

BY  CLEO   C.   BEERY 

1.  Because  the  cultivation  of  a  taste  for  intoxi- 
cating liquors  will  unquestionably  increase  your 
taste  for  art  and  for  literature. 

2.  Because  it  is  an  unerring  method  of  making 
the  crooked  ways  straight,  as  foretold  by  the 
prophets;  for  truly,  he  who  drives  an  automobile 
when  he  is  intoxicated  eliminates  the  curves  and 
corners! 

3.  Because  every  person  needs  to  express  him- 
self, and  he  who  is  intoxicated  has  an  opportunity 
for  self-expression  without  any  inhibitions. 

4.  Because  it  is  a  painless  way  to  support  the 


government,  for  he  who  is  intoxicated  has  no  un- 
derstanding, not  even  when  he  is  paying  taxes. 

5.  Because  intoxicating  drinks  are  good  anti- 
dotes for  poison,  and  a  habit  of  drinking  will  per- 
mit you  to  go  hiking  without  any  fear  of  rattle- 
snakes or  copperheads — reach  for  a  drink  instead. 

6.  Because  it  will  give  your  breath  such  a 
"fetching"  quality. 

7.  Because  it  will  increase  your  efficiency  so 
much  that  your  boss  often  will  permit  you  to  leave 
your  work  and  go  home  early. 

8.  Because  a  habit  of  drinking  will  help  your 
complexion  and  give  your  face  a  nice  rosy  tint — 
especially  your  nose. 

9.  Because  it  will  be  the  magic  key  which  will 
open  the  door  of  entrance  to  the  best  society — the 
drunkards  and  the  inebriates. 

10.  Because  a  long-continued  habit  will  inevit- 
ably increase  your  capacity  for  seeing  visions  and 
dreams — as  well  as  hallucinations. 

Clovis,  N.  M. 


A  Church  in  Which  We  May  Fellowship 

BY  ROY  D.  BOAZ 

When  Jesus  Christ  was  on  earth  he  announced 
his  purpose  to  build  a  church.  Just  what  form  it 
should  take  and  how  it  should  function  he  did  not 
say.  He  was  primarily  interested  in  its  faith  and 
purposes.  All  we  know  about  it  from  him  is  that 
it  was  to  be  built  upon  the  rock  of  personal  loyal- 
ty and  trust — this  faith  expressed  by  Peter,  "that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God."  He 
is  to  be  the  chief  Cornerstone. 

The  Scriptures  speak  of  the  church  as  the  "body 
of  Christ."  As  a  lad,  I  wondered  many  a  time 
just  what  that  meant.  It  was  hard  for  me  to  trans- 
late that  phrase  into  practical  common  sense.  But 
is  not  the  church  the  revealing  place  for  the  spirit 
of  Christ?  The  church  is  not  the  end  but  the 
means.  Church  membership  is  not  the  end  of  the 
religious  life,  but  rather  the  organizational  instru- 
ment for  the  revelation  of  God  in  Christ.  Judging 
from  the  teachings  and  the  sayings  of  Jesus  in  the 
four  Gospels,  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  our 
Lord's  major  interest  was  the  kingdom  of  God.  In 
fact,  the  theme  of  the  four  Gospels  is  the  kingdom 
of  God.  That  kingdom  is  to  be  set  up  by  men  and 
women  who  are  to  be  transformed  by  his  spirit. 
So,  after  he  had  been  going  about  doing  good, 
healing  the  sick,  sympathizing  and  loving  people 
who  had  never  known  anything  but  the  calculat- 
ing operation  of  law  before,  he  wanted  some  sort 
of  a  framework  in  which  and  by  which  this  work 
could  be  carried  on.  He  wanted  an  organization 
in  which  the  ethical  sense  of  God  might  be  kept 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— March  29,  1941 


alive.  Consequently,  the  new  church  he  pro- 
posed not  upon  the  old  law  only,  but  upon  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  law  in  love,  came  into  being.  That 
church  has  been  called  the  "body  of  Christ." 

Then  the  church  is  the  organized  Christianity  of 
the  community.  And  what  a  history  the  Christian 
church  has  had!  Ever  since  the  days  of  our  Lord 
on  earth  the  form  and  method  of  its  organization 
have  been  a  source  of  contention.  Age  after  age  has 
witnessed  the  scourge  of  a  powerful  hierarchy  or 
ecclesiastical  system,  which  sooner  or  later  tot- 
tered and  fell  because  of  the  misuse  of  that  sacred 
power  which  had  been  entrusted  to  them.  Age 
after  age,  because  of  this,  witnessed  also  the  revo- 
lution of  certain  pious  individuals  and  groups  of  in- 
dividuals, who,  because  of  that  misuse  of  power, 
sought  purer  forms  of  worship,  and  thus  came  to 
set  up  their  own.  Witness  the  Quakers,  the  Con- 
gregationalists  and  the  Methodists  in  England;  our 
Brethren  people,  and  the  Mennonites  in  Germany; 
many  other  sects  too  numerous  to  mention.  From 
these  groups  others  have  again  seceded  until  the 
forms  of  church  organization  have  certainly  be- 
come legion.  The  seriousness  and  the  confusion 
of  the  times  in  which  we  live,  it  seems  to  me,  has 
exalted  the  mission  and  the  simplicity  of  the  hum- 
bler people,  the  historic  peace-loving  commun- 
ions. The  so-called  average  man,  I  find  in  my  ex- 
perience, cares  very  little  about  elaborate  church 
ritual,  or  multitudinous  church  activities.  The 
average  man  wants  to  see  the  Christ;  he  wants  to 
hear  a  voice  which  is  not  merely  an  echo  of  his 
own,  a  voice  which  is  not  a  mere  reverberation  of 
the  confusion  of  his  generation,  but  a  voice  out- 
side of  himself — the  voice  of  God.  So  in  the  midst 
of  confusion  he  looks  for  a  framework,  the  sim- 
pler the  better. 

There  is  no  better  proof  to  me  of  the  divinity  of 
the  church  than  the  character  of  its  persistence- — 
its  bearing  up,  carrying  on  its  message  despite  all 
the  human  frailty  and  the  weakness  of  its  admin- 
istration. Each  Sunday  morning  I  am  amazed  as 
I  see  worshiping,  side  by  side,  the  capitalist  and 
the  WPA  worker;  the  juniors  and  intermediates 
from  the  Sunday  school  praying  side  by  side  with 
old  men  almost  ready  to  cross  the  river;  women 
of  intelligence  singing  the  praises  of  God  with  the 
ignorant!  Service  organizations  select  their  men, 
but  the  church  says:  "Whosoever  will  may  come." 
So  they  come,  and  so  we  receive  them.  Yet  de- 
spite these  wide  differences  in  age,  in  intelligence, 
in  social  status,  and  in  economic  status,  they  come 
to  the  church  of  the  living  God,  because  it  is  the 
only  organization  under  heaven  by  which  men 
can  be  saved.  And  when  has  the  need  for  salva- 
tion been  so  intense  as  today? 


Then  the  church  is  a  fellowship  and  a  brother- 
hood of  those  who  believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ 
and  the  Son  of  God.  We  usually  think  of  the  dis- 
ciples as  the  original  brotherhood.  Has  it  ever  oc- 
curred to  you  what  an  unusual  group  they  were? 
They  were  surely  not  of  the  same  mind  one  to 
another.  It  is  not  difficult  to  think  of  each  one  as 
a  representative  of  a  distinct  type  differing  from 
all  the  rest.  Nathanael  was  frankly  prejudiced. 
"What  good  can  there  come  out  of  Nazareth?" 
Thomas  was  always  doubting,  and  usually  absent 
when  the  roll  was  called.  Peter,  impetuous,  an 
incessant  talker,  plunged  in  "where  angels  fear  to 
tread,"  always  to  have  the  humiliating  experience 
of  repenting  afterwards.  James  and  John  were 
ever  hoping  and  praying  that  they  might  be  given 
elevated  positions  in  the  new  kingdom.  Judas 
was  one  whose  heart  was  turned  by  thirty  pieces 
of  silver.  John  was  the  beloved.  Imagine  that 
group  ever  becoming  the  nucleus  of  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ!  But  they  did.  The  power  lay  in  the 
fact  that  they  had  one  thing  in  common;  that  was 
the  greatest  truth  of  all  the  ages,  that  truth  which 
became  the  hope  for  the  human  race.  On  that 
basis  they  were  organized.  That  knowledge  they 
held  was  ever  stronger  than  that  which  separated 
them  one  from  another.  We  feel  sometimes  that 
the  church  should  be  more  nearly  perfect.  We  are 
apt  to  become  disappointed  and  disillusioned 
when  we  see  so  many  evils,  so  many  inconsist- 
encies within  the  ranks;  but  our  Lord  himself 
said  the  church  will  never  be  perfect.  The  tares 
grow  with  the  wheat;  animals  which  look  like 
sheep,  but  which  are  not,  get  into  the  fold.  Many 
say,  "Lord,  Lord,"  whom  Christ  does  not  know. 
But  even  so,  the  church  is  a  brotherhood.  It  is  a 
fellowship.  One  black  sheep  can  never  ruin  the 
whole  flock. 

Yes,  in  the  Christian  church  we  have  an  institu- 
tion into  which  Jesus  breathed  his  own  purpose. 
Its  measure  of  divinity  is  such  that  the  "gates  of 
hell"  have  never  prevailed  against  it.  We  are 
likewise  confident  that  they  never  shall.  Man- 
kind, according  to  our  Lord,  is  ever  on  the  march 
toward  God,  and  our  Lord  has  declared  himself  to 
be  the  Way  and  the  Truth — the  Companion  along 
that  way.  Back  of  the  particular  organization  of 
each  generation  there  is  the  golden  thread  of  con- 
tinuity which  is  ever  taken  up  and  carried  along 
by  the  young  in  every  generation.  Despite  its 
faults,  its  weaknesses,  it  has  stood  firm  in  the 
struggle  of  the  spiritual  against  the  physical;  it 
has  stood  for  faith  as  over  against  force;  for  the 
poor,  the  sick  and  the  obscure,  against  haughty  op- 
pression; yes,  the  Divine  over  against  the  human. 

However,  the  perfect  church  is  yet  to  be.    It  is 
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not  an  organization  of  saints.  It  is  an  organization 
of  human  beings  who  are  pledged  to  the  Lord  of 
all,  the  Son  of  God.  No  church  is  stronger  than 
the  behavior  of  its  members;  and  the  church,  in 
order  to  attract  men,  must  lift  up  the  Christ.  Its 
members  must  be  willing  to  go  on  errands  of  love 
and  mercy.  The  faith  of  church  members  must 
shine  with  the  splendor  seen  on  the  holy  mount  of 
old.  The  church  needs  the  energy,  she  needs  the 
intelligence,  she  needs  the  affection,  she  needs  the 
devotion,  she  needs  the  prayers  and  the  consecra- 
tion to  minister  to  a  sick  and  hungry  world. 

But  what  is  the  church?  How  easy  to  speak  of 
it  objectively,  as  if  it  were  something  of  which  we 
were  not  a  part.  After  all,  we  are  the  church.  We 
are  those  who  have  named  his  name.  We  are  those 
who  are  hungry  for  fellowship.  We  are  those  who 
are  laboring  toward  the  more  perfect  church. 

West  Haven,  Conn. 


In  the  Army  or  Outside 

BY   DAN   WEST 

We  can  be  profoundly  grateful  that  the  peace- 
time conscription  law,  regrettable  though  it  is  in 
fundamental  aspects,  has  recognized  the  right  of 
religious  consciences.  It  is  the  first  time  in  our 
history  that  some  can  move  so  far  from  the  war 
system  without  violating  the  law. 

Conscience  is  a  personal  matter  and  because 
people  are  different,  they  do  not  come  to  the  same 
conclusions  even  when  sincerely  following  their 
consciences.  That  makes  matters  awkward  at 
least,  but  it  is  bound  up  with  our  Christian  respect 
for  personality. 

Doubtless,  some  drafted  men  will  take  full  serv- 
ice in  the  army  for  reasons  of  conscience.  Others 
will  take  "noncombatant"  service  for  reasons  of 
conscience.  Still  others  will  not  go  into  the  army 
at  all  but  will  take  "work  of  national  importance 
under  civilian  direction"  for  reasons  of  conscience. 
A  few  more  adventurous  souls — none  in  our 
church  to  my  knowledge — have  refused  all  co- 
operation with  the  existing  law  for  reasons  of 
conscience.    They  went  to  prison. 

We  cannot  avoid  the  question,  "Which  way  is 
nearer  right?"  but  neither  can  we  answer  it — ex- 
cept every  one  by  his  own  conscience.  But  we  can 
help  one  another  understand.  We  can  within  the 
law  deal  with  one  other  important  question,  "Is  it 
better  for  Christian  young  men  to  go  into  the 
army  or  stay  outside?" 

One  Quaker,  speaking  about  this  some  time  back, 
put  it  thus:  "If  a  man  takes  noncombatant  serv- 
ice he  agrees  ahead  of  time  to  obey  any  command 
of  his  superior  officer  or  the  commander-in-chief 


of  the  United  States,  its  possessions,  or  elsewhere, 
for  defense  purposes  for  a  period  of  eleven  years." 
That  eleven  years  looks  bigger  than  the  one  year 
of  service  provided  for  now,  but  the  ten  years 
with  the  reserves  give  it  meaning. 

In  the  first  world  war,  I  took  noncombatant 
service  for  conscience'  sake.  I  saw  no  way  to  fol- 
low my  conscience  outside  the  army.  Since  we 
have  the  provision  within  the  law  now,  I  could 
not  do  again  what  I  did  then.  My  conscience 
would  not  allow  me  to  become  such  a  part  of  the 
military  system. 

The  question  is  personal  at  first,  but  it  becomes 
more  than  that  when  a  church  practice  develops. 
And  when  we  try  to  look  across  decades,  it  be- 
comes important.  And  how  we  meet  this  problem 
as  a  church  may  determine  our  future. 

Sixty  years  ago  the  Mennonites  in  Russia 
worked  out  a  plan  for  alternative  service — all  out- 
side the  army,  and  almost  entirely  at  their  own 
expense.  Their  testimony  continued,  although 
their  persecution  has  been  horrible  in  the  past 
twenty  years.  In  Germany  the  drafted  men  went 
into  the  army — as  noncombatants  at  first.  There 
was  no  persecution,  but  their  testimony  died  out. 
Maybe  we  can  learn  from  them. 

We  have  three  questions  to  settle: 

1.  What  does  every  man's  conscience  tell  him  to 
do? 

2.  What  plan  written  large  will  best  insure  the 
survival  of  our  way  of  life? 

3.  What  plan  will  give  our  most  effective  testi- 
mony to  a  warring  world? 

Goshen,  Ind. 


Blessed  Thorn  in  the  Flesh 

BY  LULA  R.  TINKLE 

In  the  beautiful  Nueces  Bay,  along  the  Gulf 
Coast  of  Texas,  is  a  small  oyster  reef.  There  men 
gather  the  oysters,  shell  and  all,  into  boats,  to  be 
prepared  for  market.  Watch  them  as  they  open 
each  shell.  They  are  searching  for  something. 
What  is  it?  The  afflicted  oyster  is  the  object  of 
their  search.  An  oyster  is  afflicted  when  a  grain 
of  sand  is  washed  into  its  mouth.  It  sets  about  to 
rid  itself  of  the  impediment  by  secreting  a  sub- 
stance called  pearl  fluid;  and  lo,  a  precious,  beau- 
tiful pearl  is  formed.  The  handicap  is  forgotten. 
Men  search  for  the  pearl  hidden  within  the  af- 
flicted oyster,  and  it  is  sold  for  a  substantial  price. 

Have  you  not  seen  human  afflictions  turned  into 
great  blessings?  When  Fanny  Crosby's  mother 
learned  that  her  little  girl  would  never  see  the 
light  of  day,  she  did  not  try  to  quiet  the  child's 
fears  by  assuring  her  of  relief  from  her  affliction. 
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She  did  the  wise  thing,  though  it  must  have  pained 
her  deeply.  She  told  Fanny  the  truth,  and  ex- 
plained as  best  she  could  how  her  eyes  would  nev- 
er see  the  beauties  of  God's  world;  and  then  set 
about  teaching  her  to  appreciate  the  opportunity 
of  turning  her  affliction  into  a  blessing  to  others. 
And  what  a  blessing  it  has  been!  What  a  loss  to 
us  if  we  had  none  of  Fanny  Crosby's  songs  to  help 
us  into  deeper  spiritual  realms!  What  could  take 
the  place  of  Blessed  Assurance,  Blessed  Hour  of 
Prayer,  Thou,  My  Everlasting  Portion,  All  the 
Way  My  Savior  Leads  Me?  I  glance  through  my 
hymnal  and  find  there  listed  thirteen  hymns  writ- 
ten by  this  blind  woman.  She  did  not  lament. 
She  did  not  complain.  She  sang  and  she  wrote. 
She  opened  her  blind  eyes  and  beheld  a  spiritual 
realm,  which  but  a  few  have  approached.  How 
her  inspired  words  touch  and  lift  the  soul,  as  the 
gentle  dew  freshens  and  lifts  the  drooping 
flowers!  Her  affliction  was  her  crown,  not  her 
cross. 

The  time-honored  poet,  Homer,  in  his  blindness 
could  still  influence  the  thought  and  character  of 
the  Greek  nation  through  his  masterpieces,  The 
Iliad  and  The  Odyssey.  Almost  three  hundred 
years  have  passed  since  the  blind  poet,  Milton, 
gave  to  the  world  his  great  epic,  Paradise  Lost, 
which  contains  many  passages  never  yet  sur- 
passed in  English  poetry.  Few  they  are,  though 
they  possess  all  their  faculties,  even  two  good 
eyes,  who  have  inscribed  their  names  on  tablets 
of  fame,  and  influenced  literature  as  did  Milton  in 
his  blindness  and  home  persecutions. 

Coming  down  to  our  own  generation  most  of  us 
could  name  a  long  list  of  people  whom  we  have 
known  or  seen,  whose  afflictions  were  not  handi- 
caps, because  they  themselves  had  used  affliction 
as  a  steppingstone.  I  shall  never  forget  a  guest 
who  came  into  my  childhood  home,  an  old  man 
with  a  wooden  leg.  He  was  my  mother's  first  and 
best  schoolteacher.  All  through  life  he  had  hob- 
bled on  his  one  good  leg  and  the  wooden  peg,  in- 
spiring youth  and  imparting  knowledge  in  such  a 
way  that  he  still  lives  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
a  long  list  of  pupils. 

Almost  sixty  years  ago  a  little  girl,  an  only 
child,  suffered  under  the  affliction  of  the  dreaded 
disease,  infantile  paralysis.  Cheerfully  and  zeal- 
ously she  went  about,  swinging  her  twisted  body 
on  crutches.  She  loved  music,  and  her  determina- 
tion to  do  something  worth  while  in  life  led  her 
into  the  great  New  York  Conservatory  of  Music. 
She  became  an  artist  at  the  piano,  but  chose  to 
use  her  talent  in  teaching  boys  and  girls  to  appre- 
ciate the  beautiful  in  music,  rather  than  record 
her  name  with  those  on  the  stage.    She  still  gives, 


out  of  the  richness  of  her  talent,  to  those  who 
come  to  her  studio.  And  you  would  never  guess 
that  she  has  suffered  affliction  all  through  life. 
May  it  be  that  the  hand  of  affliction  refines,  pol- 
ishes, beautifies  and  reveals  the  finest  and  best 
God  has  concealed  within  the  human  heart? 

One  who  sought  the  Lord  three  times,  pleading 
that  the  thorn  in  the  flesh  might  be  removed, 
when  he  found  God's  grace  sufficient  said,  "I  take 
pleasure  in  infirmities,  for  when  I  am  weak,  then 
am  I  strong." 

"Who  best  bear  his  mild  yoke,  they  serve  him 
best;  .  .  .  they  also  serve  who  only  stand  and 
wait."  Only  the  Master  himself  knows  how  cost- 
ly is  the  pearl  you  bring  to  him  in  the  hand  of 
affliction. 

Cerro  Gordo,  III. 


What  About  These  Weak? 

BY  S.   LOREN  BOWMAN 

Always  the  Christian  religion  has  insisted  that 
the  strong  ought  to  bear  the  burdens  of  the  weak. 
Does  the  modern  church  understand  this  redemp- 
tive process?  Does  the  church  see  it  as  a  commis- 
sion or  as  a  concept?  Certainly  a  great  number 
are  weak  in  our  world.  Many  are  physically 
weak.  They  are  unable  to  carry  on  in  our  rapidly 
moving  mechanized  civilization.  Their  bodies  and 
their  nerves  crack  under  the  strains  of  one-hun- 
dred-miles-per-hour  living.  Others  are  mentally 
weak.  One  needs  only  to  observe  the  increased 
rolls  of  our  mental  hospitals.  Large  numbers  can- 
not shift  gears  as  rapidly  as  our  contemporary 
world  demands.  And  the  end  is  not  yet!  Still 
others  are  economically  weak.  There  is  no  place 
for  many  in  our  present  economic  organization. 
There  are  not  enough  creative  jobs  to  go  around. 
Even  some  who  work  cannot  make  ends  meet  in 
a  world  gone  mad  after  things.  Many  are  morally 
weak.  Our  social  order  is  new.  The  old  guide- 
posts  are  gone;  the  late  restraints  are  broken. 
There  is  not  adequate  moral  stamina  or  courage 
to  define  new  ones.  Spiritually  many  are  weak, 
also.  So  many  other  achievements  have  been  up- 
held as  worthy — so  much  concern  has  been  given 
to  personal,  material  success,  that  man's  spiritual 
capacity  is  dwarfed.    Indeed,  many  are  weak! 

The  blueprints  for  saving  these  weak  are  not 
yet  made  clear.  The  first  step,  however,  consists 
of  greater  compassion  for  them.  The  church  waits 
for  an  adequate  appreciation  of  her  Master's  re- 
sponsiveness to  human  need.  "They  that  are 
whole  need  not  a  physician;  but  they  that  are  sick. 
I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  re- 
pentance."   But  lately  church  members  have  been 
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so  busy  keeping  themselves  straight  that  no  time 
has  remained  to  help  others.  There  have  been  so 
many  disappointments  that  the  strong  have 
steeled  themselves  against  capture  by  sentimen- 
tality. So  much  suffering  has  been  observed  that 
a  little  more  does  not  move  us  greatly.  Right  now 
Christians  ought  to  take  inventory  of  their  ca- 
pacity for  compassion. 

If  these  weak  are  not  saved,  the  church  will 
deny  its  function  as  the  salt  of  the  earth.  Further- 
more, these  groups  produce  the  politically  un- 
sound, the  emotionally  unstable,  the  socially  in- 
different, the  physically  incompetent,  and  the 
spiritually  dependent.  Shall  the  church  go  be- 
yond compassion  and  develop  fellowship  centers 
where  these  weak  can  be  guided  and  restored? 
And,  upon  the  background  of  greater  stability 
which  this  would  inspire  in  these  weak,  shall  the 
church  go  on  to  offer  Christ  as  the  answer  to  all 
their  needs?  Or  shall  there  be  assumed  ignorance 
of  their  existence?  And,  shall  they  be  allowed  to 
pull  others  down  to  levels  of  fettered  living?  What 
about  these  weak? 

Stuarts  Draft,  Va. 


Faith  Has  Two  Legs 

BY  ALBERT  C.  WIEAND 

Before  your  religion  can  make  real  progress 
your  faith  must  have  two  legs  on  which  to  walk. 
The  intellectual  is  one  and  the  volitional  is  the 
other.    You  must  think,  but  you  must  also  will. 

After  many  years  a  certain  evangelist  came 
back  to  his  home  community.  There  he  went  to 
see  an  old  college  chum  of  his  who  was  a  lawyer, 
but  who  had  lost  his  faith.  The  minister  asked  his 
old-time  friend  about  his  religion. 

"Well,"  he  said,  "you  know  I  have  become  an 
atheist." 

At  this  the  minister  asked  him  what  he  believed 
concerning  Jesus  Christ. 

He  said,  "Well,  I  believe  that  he  was  a  good 
man,  a  great  teacher,  in  fact  the  world's  greatest 
teacher." 

The  minister  replied,  "Do  you  really  believe 
that?" 

"Yes,  I  do." 

"Then,"  said  the  minister,  "Will  you  come  to 
our  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  and  tell  that  to 
the  people?" 

Whereupon  the  lawyer  responded,  "Well,  you 
wouldn't  want  me  to  be  a  hypocrite,  would  you?" 

"Would  that  be  hypocrisy?"  said  the  minister. 
"You  believe  it  sincerely,  do  you  not?" 

"Well,  then,  of  course,  it  wouldn't  be  hypocrisy," 


admitted  the  lawyer.  Finally  the  lawyer  con- 
sented to  come.  At  the  appropriate  moment  in 
the  meeting  he  got  up  and  gave  his  testimony  as 
to  what  his  belief  really  was:  that  he  believed 
Jesus  Christ  was  the  greatest  teacher  the  world 
had  ever  seen.  Then  something  happened  inside 
of  him,  and  before  he  sat  down  he  stumbled  about 
and  said,  "I  suppose  I  do  believe  more  than  that, 
too." 

As  he  began  to  live  up  to  the  light  he  had,  new 
light  came;  and  as  he  began  to  give  expression  to 
the  faith  which  he  had,  his  faith  grew  and  made 
one  step  in  advance. 

So  it  always  is.  The  faith  which  we  hold  only 
theoretically  becomes  stale  and  dusty  and  lifeless 
and  thereby  fades  away.  The  faith  which  we  have 
which  is  expressed  in  practical  deeds  becomes 
vitalized  and  invigorating;  it  becomes  a  deeper 
reality  and  so  becomes  established.  In  fact,  there 
is  only  one  way  whereby  faith  can  become  thor- 
oughly established,  and  that  is  by  living  it  out. 
Only  so  is  progress  made. 

A  minister  went  to  visit  a  lighthouse.  He  and 
the  lighthouse  keeper  entered  with  a  lantern. 
When  the  door  was  closed  the  minister  said, 
"Ooo!  it's  dark  in  here."  The  keeper  replied, 
"You  see  the  light  on  that  step?"  "Yes."  "Well, 
now  step  up  here  where  the  light  is."  Then  he 
said,  "Now  you  see  the  light  on  this  next  step,  do 
you  not?"  And  so  it  was  all  the  way  up  to  the 
top.  And  there  they  lighted  up  the  great  light, 
with  the  reflectors  behind  it,  and  sent  the  rays  far 
out  to  sea  to  help  to  guide  the  ships  sailing  there. 

Is  not  this  a  true  parable  of  life,  to  see  a  bit  of 
light  ahead,  then  live  up  to  the  light  you  have? 
Then  you  see  more  light,  and  again  you  step  into 
that  light;  finally,  you  can  see  around  the  corner 
which  was  wholly  obscure  before.  From  there 
you  go  on,  and  a  new  road  opens  up  before  you. 

The  story  goes  that  once  upon  a  time  D.  L. 
Moody  was  preaching  at  a  certain  place  about  the 
importance  of  Bible  study,  of  Bible  reading  every 
day.  After  the  service  a  lady  came  up — a  jaded, 
worn  woman  showing  the  effects  of  many  burdens 
and  cares. 

"Mr.  Moody,  I  don't  believe  what  you  preached 
tonight,"  she  said.  "I  read  my  Bible  every  day, 
have  for  years.  But  it  means  nothing  to  me.  It 
is  lifeless  and  worthless  to  me." 

"You  read  your  Bible  too  much,"  answered 
Moody.  "Tomorrow  morning  read  the  Bible  until 
it  tells  you  something  to  do.  Then  stop.  Go  and 
do  what  it  tells  you  to  do.  Then  after  that  come 
back  and  read  again  until  you  find  something  to 
do,  then  go  and  do  it  before  reading  on." 

She  took  Moody  at  his  word  and  for  two  weeks 
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practiced  his  suggestion.  She  then  came  back  a 
totally  different  woman — so  changed  in  outward 
feature  that  Mr.  Moody  did  not  recognize  her. 
Then  she  told  him  of  the  wonderful  times  she  had 
had  with  the  old  Book. 

This  woman's  experience  may  be  yours.  You 
try  the  experiment  and  you  will  find  that  your 
faith  will  grow  exceedingly.  Why  should  the 
Spirit  of  God  take  the  Word  of  God  and  make  it 
a  reality  to  you  and  teach  you  what  to  do,  if  you 
are  not  willing  to  do  it?  Remember  Psa.  86:  11, 
"Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord.  I  will  walk  in  thy 
truth."  Here  are  the  two  legs  on  which  faith  must 
make  progress.  The  Spirit  of  God  does  give  you 
light  and  show  you  the  next  step  ahead;  then  you 
must  walk  in  the  truth  which  God  has  taught. 
When  you  do  that  he  will  again  teach  you  what 
the  next  step  is,  and  when  that  step  is  taken,  he 
will  lead  you  on  to  the  next. 

Just  recently  I  have  been  studying  anew  the 
history  of  our  own  denomination,  going  back  to 
the  beginning  in  the  pietistic  movement  started 
by  Philip  Jacob  Spener.  The  whole  matter  started 
in  this  way:  Spener  felt  especially  led  to  preach 
a  certain  sermon.  It  took  unusual  hold  on  the 
people — so  much  so  that  some  were  greatly  of- 
fended. Others  were  very  much  inspired;  they 
wanted  to  do  something  about  it;  so  they  asked 
him  if  they  might  meet  him  privately  for  further 
instructions.  They  talked  about  the  sermon  and 
the  subject  discussed  there. 

Before  they  were  through  they  asked  if  they 
might  have  another  meeting  after  the  next  Sun- 
day's sermon,  and  so  they  met  again  and  talked 
matters  over.  After  that  they  decided  they  wanted 
to  meet  regularly.  By  and  by  they  discussed  oth- 
er subjects  and  prayed  together  for  each  other's 
personal  spiritual  advance.  Step  by  step  they 
moved  on.  God  gave  one  bit  of  light  and  belief. 
They  lived  up  to  that.  And  gradually  they  dis- 
covered in  the  New  Testament  so  many  things 
that  they  had  not  known  before,  that  the  churches 
were  not  doing,  and  they  became  willing  to  do 
them. 

The  same  thing  was  true  in  the  case  of  August 
Hermann  Francks.  He  also  was  led  step  by  step. 
For  example,  in  the  orphanages  which  he  started, 
he  took  an  orphan  child  into  his  home.  Before 
long  he  found  another  orphan  child,  and  he  took 
that  into  his  home.  Before  the  year  was  over,  he 
had  quite  a  number  of  children  in  his  home.  Oth- 
er folks  hearing  about  this  told  him  of  other  or- 
phans and  so  gradually  the  work  grew  until  he 
had  hundreds  of  orphans  that  he  supported 
through  a  number  of  years. 

The  money  for  this  needed  to  be  gotten.     He 


prayed  for  the  money,  and  it  came.  And  as  the 
money  came  he  enlarged  the  work.  So  also  in  ev- 
ery other  phase  of  his  work. 

So  it  was  with  Alexander  Mack.  When  he  was  a 
young  man  of  twenty-one  he  was  stirred  up  about 
these  new  truths  and  was  willing  to  do  them. 
Then  he  was  persecuted.  Then  he  found  out 
about  a  refuge  where  people  might  go  and  live 
in  peace  with  their  consciences.  So  as  a  matter  of 
conscience  he  lived  up  to  the  light  he  had,  forsak- 
ing all  in  order  to  do  it.  The  next  step  was  that 
he  joined  in  telling  these  truths  to  others,  going 
out  with  an  evangelist  to  herald  the  truths  abroad. 
As  he  preached  to  others  his  own  faith  grew,  and 
by  and  by  he  found  that  there  were  certain  ordi- 
nances that  needed  to  be  practiced  by  the  people 
of  God.  He  could  see  no  opportunity  to  practice 
them  unless  a  certain  group  was  willing  to  prac- 
tice them  together.  So  they  organized  on  that 
memorable  day  in  the  year  1708  in  order  that  they 
might  live  up  more  fully  to  the  Word  of  God. 
And  so  step  by  step  they  followed  on.  Today  we 
have  the  rich  heritage  which  we  have  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

You  remember  in  the  story  in  Franklin's  auto- 
biography that  one  of  our  Brethren  told  him  that 
we  were  so  much  misunderstood.  Franklin  sug- 
gested, "Print  your  faith  in  my  paper."  The 
brother  replied,  "We  are  afraid  to  do  that  because 
if  we  did,  maybe  we  wouldn't  want  to  change 
from  time  to  time.  The  Lord  has  shown  us  new 
light  and  we  have  lived  up  to  it.  Maybe  there 
will  be  new  light  coming  to  us,  and  we  want  to 
live  up  to  that  as  fast  as  it  comes.  So  if  we  print 
our  faith,  maybe  we  wouldn't  want  to  change." 

Thus  you  see  how  faith  has  two  legs  to  walk 
on:  new  light  and  then  new  practice;  then  more 
new  light  and  then  more  new  practice.  Is  your 
faith  growing  as  it  ought?  Which  of  the  legs  of 
your  faith  is  weakest?  Will  you  take  the  next 
step  now? 

Oak  Park,  III. 


They   Are   Safe 

BY  JULIA  GRAYDON 

Are  you  thinking  today  of  some  of  your  loved  ones 
who  have  gone  before  you  into  the  great  beyond? 
Are  you  puzzled  and  perhaps  unhappy  without  them? 
Do  you  find  doubts  arising  within  you? 
Do  you  wonder  why  God  took  them  away? 
Is  it  hard  to  "check  the  rising  doubt,  the  rebel  sigh?" 
Say  over  to  yourself  these  lines  from  one  of  our  earlier 
poets. 

Thank  God  for  all  my  loved 

That  out  of  pain  and  care 

Have    safely    reached    the    heavenly    heights 

And   stay  to   meet   me   there. 

Harrisburg,    Pa. 
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Out  Ihi 

Wotk. 


ISSIGH 


Ula'd  Sac  Heahi  imcos  . . . 

Letters  mean  much  in  the  lives  of  missionaries  and  their  children, 
for  the  members  of  missionary  families  are  often  scattered — father  and 
mother  at  their  station,  sons  and  daughters  hundreds  of  miles  away 
in  some  school,  or  even  in  the  homeland  finishing  their  education.  In 
India  our  mission  territory  is  about  one  thousand  miles  from  the  Wood- 
stock School  where  the  missionary  children  are  sent  to  be  educated. 
Here  the  climate  is  more  like  what  Americans  are  used  to,  and  here 
the  growing  child  can  live  and  learn  somewhat  more  like  his  cousins 
in  the  United  States.  In  what  follows  the  India  missionaries  are  shar- 
ing with  the  Messenger  readers  some  of  the  things  their  children  have 
written  to  missionary  fathers  and  mothers.  The  picture  shows  a  group 
of  younger  children  off  to  Woodstock. — Ed. 


on  a  throne  while  the  helpers  and 
attendants  stood  around.  Each 
passenger  was  called  up  in  turn  to 
be  initiated.  First,  you  had  to 
look  through  binoculars  to  see  the 
equator.  They  were  smeared  with 
shoe  polish  which  got  your  face  all 
black.  Then  a  "doctor"  examined 
you,  after  which  you  were  shaved 
or  given  a  facial  of  white  paste 
made  of  flour  and  water.  This  was 
all  done  by  the  swimming  pool, 
and  after  this  you  were  pushed 
into  the  swimming  pool,  clothes 
and  all,  and  "dunked"  by  men  in 
there.  Of  course,  some  old  ladies, 
etc.,  were  excused.  But  among 
the  men,  even  the  captain  was  in- 
itiated. Grace  and  I  wore  swim- 
ming suits. 

The  captain  is  a  very  nice  man, 
friendly  and  all,  named  Hawkins 
— a  regular  sea  name.  .  .  .  The 
American  flags  painted  on  the  sides 
of  the  ship  have  flood  lights  on 
them  at  night. 

Today  we  get  off  at  Capetown. 
From   the   deck   we  can   see   very 


Lorita  Shull,  daughter  of  the  Chalmer  Shulls,  on  her 
way  to  America  and  somewhere  between  Bombay  and 
Capetown,  wrote  her  parents  in  part  as  follows- — ■ 

Heave  ho,  me  lads,  the  wind  is  up.  The  waves  are 
blowing  high!  Monsoon  weather  is  what  is  doing  it 
and  the  old  tub  tips  so  that  most  stay  in  the  seclusion 
of  their  own  cabins.  Even  Grace  and  I,  good  sailors  as 
we  claimed  to  be,  have  each  lost  one  meal.  However, 
we  are  over  that  now,  and  in  any  case  we  never  were 
really  sick.  .  .  .  The  first  meal  on  board  we  ate  with 
an  old  woman  and  her  granddaughter.  The  girl,  Olga, 
was  very  sweet  and  we  had  a  lot  of  fun  (she's  twelve). 
But  the  grandmother  could  talk  of  nothing  but  what 
she  was  able  to  eat  and  what  she  couldn't — and  all 
her  ailments.  So  we  asked  to  be  moved,  and  now  we 
are  at  the  same  table  with  E.  Stanley  Jones. 

Dr.  Jones  preached  a  very  good  sermon  today — and 
I  played  the  piano.  It  appears  that  there  is  no  one 
else  who  plays,  so  I  am  the  official  one  so  far.  I  have 
practiced  quite  a  bit  since  I  came  on. 

The  other  day  we  crossed  the  equator.  Of  course, 
everyone  who  hadn't  crossed  it  had  to  be  "initiated." 
Among  those  who  have  crossed  it  is  Dr.  Jones,  who  has 
crossed  it  seven  times.  But  the  majority  hadn't  passed. 
We  crossed  about  2:30  P.M.  The  officers  came  out 
dressed  in  wigs  of  long  yellow  hair  and  colored  cos- 
tumes. Neptune  had  a  long  flowing  beard,  hair,  and 
even  false  eyebrows.  His  "wife"  had  on  a  long  white 
dress  and  wore  yellow  hair.     The  king  and  queen  sat 


mountainous  land.  This  morning 
an  airplane  came  and  circled  above  us  several  times. 
Apparently  it  was  satisfied.  ...  It  is  cold.  I  am 
wearing  my  suit. 

P.  S.  I  received  your  air  mail  letter  and  was  de- 
lighted. Everyone  was  so  jealous!  .  .  .  Have  to  sit 
on  board  while  the  boat  is  in  port  for  no  neutrals  are 
allowed  off.  Only  four  passengers,  including  Grace, 
can  get  off. 

Gordon  Shull,  brother  of  Lorita,  had  this  to  say  to  his 
folks  when  he  wrote  from  Woodstock — 

Thanks  for  sending  up  the  pictures.  The  intramural 
softball  games  are  nearly  over.  The  final  game  is  the 
only  game  left,  and  we  are  in  it!  ...  New  lights  are 
in  the  study  hall.  Before  this  the  lights  had  been  poor 
and  were  on  the  tables.  Now  they  are  suspended  from 
the  ceiling.  In  this  way  the  tables  can  be  moved  out 
and  a  party  had  in  the  study  hall.  ...  A  whole  new 
building  has  been  attached  to  the  back  of  the  boarders' 
dining  room  at  school.  In  this  two-story  building  are 
a  music  room,  the  central  kitchen,  and  a  hall  where  the 
day  scholars  eat  lunch  and  boarder  boys  have  tea.  The 
old  hall  has  been  divided  by  a  wall  on  one  side  of 
which  is  the  4th  standard  classroom. 

We  get  cinnamon  rolls  instead  of  buns  on  Sundays 
now. 

Stephen  Blickenstaff,  son  of  the  L.  A.  Blickenstafjs, 
was  also  at  Woodstock  when  he  set  this  down  for  his 
parents  to  read — 
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Last  night  we  had  a  party  for  Gordon  Taylor  be- 
cause he  is  leaving  for  America.  He  is  going  by  a 
very  novel  way — a  way  which  I  would  like  to  go. 
From  Calcutta  he  is  taking  a  seaplane  to  Bangkok, 
Siam,  and  from  there  a  landplane  to  Hong  Kong  where 
he  catches  a  President  boat.  He  says  it  is  costing  him 
less  in  the  long  run  than  if  he  went  by  boat  the  whole 
way.  .  .  .  Today  we  went  to  church  and  Mr.  Suther- 
land preached  a  very  good  sermon.  This  afternoon  it 
started  to  rain.  Soon  the  playground  was  flooded  with 
water.  Most  of  us  tenth  standard  boys  went  over  to 
the  falls  where  the  rocks  were  being  washed  down 
something  awful.  We  saw  a  whole  landslide  come 
down.    It  was  a  magnificent  sight. 

The  Howard  L.  Alleys  have  children  away  at  the  Wood- 
stock School.  When  Nina  May  was  ten  she  wrote  home 
about  such  things  as — 

I  made  a  May  basket  today,  but  I  am  sorry  I  can't 
send  it  to  you;  I  am  going  to  give  it  to  Miss  Neiler, 
my  music  teacher. 

I  like  school  very  much  and  have  lots  of  friends. 

When  are  you  coming  up?  I  can  hardly  wait  for  an 
answer. 

I  came  out  of  the  hospital  on  Saturday.  I  had  quite 
a  nice  time  in  the  hospital. 

I  like  my  music  very  much  and  the  pieces  I  have  to 
play  for  examination  are  very  easy. 

Thelma  Kathleen  Alley,  when  aged  twelve,  had  this 
to  tell — 

Tonight  our  teacher  is  taking  us  to  look  at  the  moon 
and  stars  through  a  telescope. 

Now  this  is  something  that  will  make  you  happy,  I 
think.  I  got  honors  in  my  theory  examination.  I  got 
93. 

When  do  you  come  up?  I  have  lots  to  cook  for  you. 
We  are  having  cooking  once  a  week  for  eighty  minutes. 

Yesterday  my  class  gave  a  tea  for  the  mothers  and 
fathers  of  the  children  in  our  class.  We  girls  did  the 
cooking.  We  girls  who  don't  have  fathers  and  mothers 
up  here  invited  two  of  the  teachers. 

Missionary   Society   Program   for   April 

BY  ESTHER  E.   BEAHM 

"Call  the  Doctor!"  is  the  title  of  our  next  lesson.  An 
old  Chinese  proverb  says,  "When  sickness  is  extreme, 
people  are  disturbed  until  they  find  relief."  When  sick- 
ness is  the  outcome  of  war  that  disturbance  is  very 
vital. 

But  even  in  the  face  of  war  conditions  we  wonder  if 
the  situation  is  as  hopeless  as  it  was  when  Peter  Parker, 
the  first  medical  missionary,  landed  in  China  in  1834. 

It  took  real  Christian  love  for  men  to  cause  Dr.  Bar- 
low to  expose  himself  again  and  again  to  diseases  in  or- 
der to  be  able  to  trace  the  germs  to  their  source. 

Out  of  all  this  sacrifice  China  now  has  a  great  number 
of  doctors  and  nurses  of  her  own,  trained  as  well  as  any 
Westerner,  who  are  ready  to  carry  the  load. 

You  will  miss  much  if  you  do  not  send  to  the  General 
Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois,  and  get  the  mission  study 
book,  Stand  By  for  China,  sixty  cents,  and  program  sug- 
gestions for  the  leader,  twenty-five  cents. 

Chicago,  III. 


Raymond  Lee  Alley,  also  at  Woodstock,  had  this  to 
say  when  he  was  fifteen — 

This  year  I  am  patrol  leader  and  we  hope  to  have  a 
good  year  of  Scout  work. 

The  Scouts  went  for  a  camp  about  one-half  mile 
from  the  hostel  over  the  week  end.  Mr.  McCullough 
couldn't  be  there  very  much  of  the  time,  so  he  left  me 
in  charge  of  the  twenty-four  boys.  There  weren't  so 
many  who  were  larger  than  I,  and  even  they  listened 
to  me  quite  well,  so  we  had  a  swell  time. 

Sale  Day  went  off  with  a  bang.  Almost  everything 
was  sold,  especially  things  to  eat.  As  usual  the  8th 
standard  gave  the  sale  plays.  In  one  play  I  was  the 
grandfather. 

On  Tuesday  after  the  sale  I  went  with  Mr.  Ward- 
well  in  his  private  car  to  Saharanpur  for  my  holi- 
days. 

Erma  Frances  Alley,  also  at  Woodstock,  writes — 

Mr.  Joe  Bowers  led  our  C.  E.  this  evening  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  problems  we  will  have  to  face  when  we 
go  to  the  U.  S.  A. 

I  was  again  put  in  charge  of  the  C.  E.  music. 

Mrs.  Alter  has  put  me  in  charge  of  the  Junior  church 
music. 

I  am  hospital  monitor  for  the  college.  The  college 
girls  somehow  escaped  the  mumps  until  yesterday. 
Our  first  victim  is  Betty  Jeanne.  She  wasn't  feeling 
well  yesterday  morning  and  as  monitor  I  had  to  treat 
her. 

Mr.  Fleming  took  us  down  to  the  Dhobi  ghats  yester- 
day for  a  short  sociology  trip.  We  had  to  draw  plans 
of  the  village  from  two  different  angles  and  then  we 
broke  up  into  groups  and  visited  every  house. 

Margaret  Ruth  Brooks,  daughter  oj  Harlan  and  Ruth 
Brooks,  was  nine  years  old  when  she  wrote — 

This  morning  I  had  a  nice  music  lesson.  Just  as  we 
were  starting  to  play  a  tune  my  D  string  broke,  so  I 
had  to  put  another  one  on.  That  is  the  first  string  that 
has  broken  since  I  came  up  here  this  year. 

I  counted  the  days  until  we  start  to  get  on  the  train 
to  come  down  to  Vyara  and  I  found  out  that  there  are 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  days  yet. 

Please  tell  the  people  down  there  that  I  cannot 
write  to  them  as  I  do  not  know  how  to  write  the  Indian 
language. 

Betty  Jeanne  Brooks  is  Margaret  Ruth's  sister.  One 
time  when  she  wrote  home  she  said — 

How  are  Piki  (the  peacock)  and  Ginger  (the  cat) 
and  Friend  (the  horse)?  Please  get  a  lot  more  pets 
till  I  come  down  so  we  can  take  care  of  them. 

I'm  enclosing  the  blue  ribbon.  It  was  for  the  220 
yard  girl's  relay  race  in  annual  sports.  You  see  there 
were  four  of  us  girls  who  ran  against  four  of  the  sixth 
standard,  one  after  the  other  passing  the  stick.  It  was 
loads  of  fun. 

The  Amsey  Bollingers  have  three  children.  All  were 
at  Woodstock  when  the  following  was  written.  Lowell 
is  the  oldest.     He  said — 

The  much  talked  of  and  prepared  for  sacred  concert 
is  at  last  over  and  it  certainly  lived  up  to  its  name. 
We  went  through  it  without  a  hitch.  It  is  very  im- 
pressive to  see  a  thousand  boys  and  girls,  uniformly 
dressed,   rise   at   a   signal   and   burst   out   singing   with 
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great  volume  on  a  hymn.  The  hall  was  packed  as 
predicted,  though  it  was  a  cold,  windy  day.  .  .  .  Last 
Wednesday  we  went  down  to  Deerfield  for  another 
lacrosse  game  which  we  also   won. 

Virginia  Bollinger  is  three  years  younger  than  her 
brother.     Here  is  something  -from  one  of  her  letters — 

I'm  having  a  swell  time  here  but  I  wish  you  were 
coming  up  sooner.  ...  I  got  my  shoes  made  mocca- 
sin style.  They  look  very  nice,  like  boughten  shoes. 
.  .  .  On  Saturday  I  went  to  see  Betty  Jeanne.  I 
helped  serve  at  Margaret's  party.  They  had  ice  cream 
and  was  it  good! 

This  evening  we  had  our  C.  E.  meeting  in  the  grave- 
yard below  the  hostel.  The  violins  and  horns  did  not 
keep  together  so  it  sounded  awful.  When  we  sang  it 
sounded  like  a  funeral  because  we  went  so  slow.  We 
were  in  a  graveyard,  so  all  we  needed  was  a  corpse. 

Mother,  when  I  come  down  to  the  plains  I  will  be 
able  to  cook  vegetables  because  in  industrial  arts  we 
are  making  all  sorts  of  things. 

Dickie  Bollinger  was  twelve  when  he  wrote — 

There  is  going  to  be  a  basketball  game  after  school 
today.  I  am  on  one  of  the  teams.  We  are  called 
"Lightning  Bugs." 

In  my  beetle  collection  I  have  gotten  thirteen  beetles. 
I  get  some  every  day  on  lamp  posts  and  trees.  .  .  . 
Tomorrow  we  have  a  holiday  because  it  is  the  4th  of 
July.  Down  at  the  hostel  we  are  going  to  have  fire- 
works from  3  to  5  P.M.  ...  I  had  a  good  time  at 
parties  last  Friday  and  Saturday.  We  had  good  grub 
on  both  occasions.  ...  It  is  not  very  long  now  until 
you  come  up.     Come  up  as  soon  as  possible. 


Lassa,  Africa,  News 

BY  ZALMA  WEAVER 


Brethren  in  Service  in  Africa 

After  being  in  isolation  during  the  rainy  season,  Las- 
sa prepared  to  welcome  Garkida  and  Marama  in  the 
Annual  Meeting.  The  guests  arrived  enthusiastic  and 
eager  to  enter  into  the  spiritual  and  social  program 
which  had  been  planned.  Brethren  in  Service,  the 
theme,  was  the  nucleus  of  the  inspirational  talks  and 
special  music.  Not  only  was  the  theme  predominant  in 
the  program,  but  also  in  the  fine  Christian  fellowship  of 
the  missionaries.  Problems  were  shared  and  criticisms 
kindly  given  and  taken. 

True  Fellowship 

A  get-together  supper,  picnic,  formal  banquet  and 
children's  party  during  the  week  added  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  the  program.  The  recreation  was  varied  and 
informal. 

Saluting  Old  Friends 

Many  groups  of  the  Lassa  natives,  decked  out  in  all 
their  finery,  came  from  the  village  to  salute  old  friends 
and  make  new  ones.  Some  of  the  missionaries  went  to 
the  village  and  returned  the  friendly  greetings.  Each 
missionary  will  no  doubt  return  to  his  task  imbued  with 
greater  zeal  to  be  Brethren  in  Service. 

Nine  Take  the  Covenant 

Last  Sunday  we  had  the  inspiring  sight  of  seeing  nine 
young  boys  take  the  covenant.  In  the  next  year  they 
will  try  to  learn  more  fully  what  it  means  to  follow  Je- 
sus as  they  prepare  for  baptism. 


Two  New  Schools 

Within  the  last  two  months  we  have  opened  two  more 
village  schools.  The  interest  is  running  high  in  both  of 
those  villages.  Some  of  our  boys  take  great  pride  in 
the  work  of  the  village  schools  and  really  aim  to  build  a 
Christian  community.  One  of  our  teachers  has  been 
able  to  gain  almost  the  complete  support  of  the  village 
in  his  Christian  program. 

Lassa,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


The  Importance  of  Home  Mission  Work 

BY  LEANDER  SMITH 

Our  Lord  said  in  his  day  that  it  was  written,  and 
that  it  behooved  him  to  suffer  and  to  rise  from  the  dead 
the  third  day,  and  that  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins  should  be  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations, 
beginning  at  Jerusalem.  He  also  said  that  we  are  wit- 
nesses of  these  things.  We  are  to  begin  at  Jerusalem — 
and  that  is  at  home.  That  means  the  Ozarks  for  me. 
Home  missions  are  important. 

The  whole  life  of  Christ,  and  also  the  life  of  the  apos- 
tle Paul,  must  ever  stand  as  practical  illustrations  of 
what  a  missionary  should  be.  The  very  first  attempt  to 
copy  their  exalted  examples  would  inevitably  lead  to  a 
missionary  life.  The  farewell  commission  given  just 
before  the  heavens  received  him  out  of  the  sight  of 
mortal  eye  is  a  perpetual  injunction  from  the  Lord  of 
glory  to  foster  and  maintain  the  spirit  of  missions.  Be- 
cause no  sooner  does  the  believer  ask,  "What  shall  I  do 
in  reference  to  the  souls  of  the  unsaved?"  than  he  hears, 
breaking  out  of  the  cloud  on  Olivet,  "Go  ye  .  .  .  into 
all  the  world,  .  .  .  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature." 

Previous  to  entering  this  needy  field,  I  never  real- 
ized the  great  opportunity  that  we  have  here;  this  is 
largely  a  rural  district,  and  the  program  of  our  church 
will  fit  into  the  lives  of  this  people.  Brethren  in  reality, 
now  is  the  time  for  us  to  demonstrate  our  reality  in 
evangelizing  this  needy  field. 

Evangelize  is  our  first  and  greatest  mission  as  a  body 
of  New  Testament  Christians,  and  if  we  fail  to  evan- 
gelize we  soon  die.  We  should  send  out  a  militant  army 
of  Spirit-filled  and  Spirit-guided  flaming  evangels  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  crying  "Come  under  the  blood,  catch 
the  flame  and  shed  the  light."  The  first  thing  is  to  get 
men  under  the  blood — which  means  salvation;  then 
they  should  be  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit — as  only  those 
who  catch  the  flame,  and  can  shed  the  light.  An  army 
of  this  kind  would  set  the  world  on  fire  for  Christ.  Oh, 
for  evangels  who  fear  nothing  but  sin,  hate  nothing  but 
the  devil,  and  love  nothing  but  God  and  the  souls  of 
men!  Such  an  army  would  bring  in  the  kingdom  in  a 
blaze  of  glory. 

We  have  a  large  territory  that  is  not  occupied  by  any 
church.  If  we  do  not  evangelize  those  people,  who 
will?  We  are  responsible  for  the  proclamation  of  the 
gospel  in  this  territory. 

This  mission  of  Christ  is  the  mission  of  his  blood- 
bought  churches.  His  mission  is  our  mission.  There 
needs  to  be  an  enlargement  of  our  work.  "Lift  up  your 
eyes  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white  already 
to  harvest." 

These  observations  are  the  outgrowth  of  personal  vis- 
its I  made  in  this  needy  field,  and  I  simply  call  the  at- 
tention of  our  brotherhood  to  these  important  facts  hop- 
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ing  that  any  consideration  of  them  may  prove  beneficial 
to  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 

Our  great  need  today,  as  the  Lord's  people,  is  not 
greater  numbers,  not  better  equipment,  not  greater 
learning.  It  is  true  that  these  all  contribute  materially 
to  the  work  of  the  kingdom,  but  what  we  really  need  is 
greater  spiritual  power.  We  need  power  not  only  to 
do  God's  will,  but  to  suffer  for  God's  will;  and  it  often 
takes  more  grace  to  suffer  for  God's  will  than  to  do  it. 
We  must  go  forward  with  Christ. 

We  solicit  your  prayers  in  behalf  of  our  work. 

Springdale,  Ark. 


I  Push  the  Wheelbarrow 

BY  FERDINAND  GOWA 

The  following  article,  I  Push  the  Wheelbarrow,  was  written  by 
a  Viennese  refugee  who  learned  American  ways  at  Quaker  Hill 
hostel.  This  is  indeed  a  significant  essay,  revealing  as  it  does 
a  fundamental  weakness  of  European  intellectualism.  Theirs 
was  an  intellectualism  which  outlawed  honest  toil  with  the  hands 
for  the  educated.  This  is  a  philosophy  that  is  neither  intelligent 
nor  practical,  and  may  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  decay  of 
European  culture,  resulting  in  the  present  tragic  struggle.  For 
one  who  was  reared  in  such  an  environment  to  speak  of  three 
wheelbarrows  as  persons,  in  fact  as  intimate  friends  and  teachers, 
reveals  a  deep  transformation  in  his  own  life  and  a  keen  appre- 
ciation for  the  underlying  cause  of  America's  greatness.  But 
alas,  some  in  America  have  been  forgetting  this  truth;  we  have 
been  drifting  from  our  former  love  for  "the  man  with  the  hoe"  or 
the  "three  wheelbarrows."  Let  all  camp  planners,  teachers  and 
preachers  take  note,  yes  and  some  parents,  too.  It  is  through 
the  kindness  of  Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz,  chairman  of  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee,  that  we  are  able  to  present  this  interesting  ex- 
perience.— Merlin  C.  Shull. 

I  was  happy  every  morning  when  I  came  to  seize 
Brunhilde  or  Susi  or  Gretchen  by  the  handles.  These 
three  were  the  wheelbarrows,  the  big  one,  the  smaller 
one,  and  the  smallest  one  respectively.  They  stood 
against  the  left  wall,  outside  the  garage.  There  they 
waited  in  the  clear  sunshine,  and  there  on  cool  mornings 
I  seized  in  turn  their  cold  wooden  or  metallic  handles 
and  pushed  them  to  the  work  place.  And  how  we 
worked  together!  Have  you  forgotten  it,  wheelbarrows 
— as  women  like  to  forget?  We  cleaned  the  big  dump 
heap.  We  built  the  amphitheater,  grading  the  slope  for 
seats,  and  erecting  the  stage.  You  had  to  carry  plenty 
of  earth;  you  had  to  bear  the  cement  mixing.  Do  you 
remember:  Six  shovels  of  gravel,  three  shovels  of  ce- 
ment, three  cups  of  mortar  and  three  cans  of  water. 
And  all  mixed  up.  And  always  repetition.  For  Stan- 
ley, our  mason,  seemed  sure  to  call,  "Morr-tarr!  Morr- 
tarr!"  And  often  we  went  down  with  the  whole  por- 
tion instead  of  using  the  buckets.  Brunhilde  was  not 
too  well  balanced  and  liked  to  turn  over;  she  was  like 
all  Amazons,  an  obstinate  girl.  Always  obedient  was 
Susi;  she  was  the  most  beautiful  in  face  and  body  and 
everybody  was   fond   of  her. 

Some  could  describe  your  work  with  us  without  feel- 
ings, without  thoughts.  I  cannot.  I  had  feelings,  im- 
pressions, thoughts  when  I  was  pushing  you.  Perhaps, 
it  would  be  better  if  you  would  tell  me  the  feelings,  the 
impressions,  the  thoughts  you  had  at  first. 

"You  would  not  be  very  happy,"  the  wheelbarrows 
say,  "if  we  would  tell." 

"Why?" 

"Certainly  not!" 

"But  I  am  curious." 

"You  folks  are — Europeans,"  they  answer,  laughing. 


"What  an  intolerant  answer  for  wheelbarrows,  which 
are  living  with  Quakers,"  I  reply  angrily. 

"The  answer  is  not  intolerant.     It  states  facts." 

"I  cannot  understand  you.  Please,  don't  puzzle  me 
like  all  American  girls." 

"It  is  very  simple,"  answers  the  spokeswoman  for  the 
wheelbarrows.  "You  Europeans  have  not  the  strength 
of  the  Americans.  We  prefer  when  Byron  or  Cecil  or 
Bob  are  pushing  us.  There  is  more  pep  in  such  fel- 
lows!" 

And  so  I  understand.  I  think  my  love  to  Brunhilde, 
Susi,  and  Gretchen  will  become  a  melancholy  love. 

However,  these  wheelbarrows  are  right,  completely 
right.  It  was  the  mistake  of  all  intellectuals  in  Europe 
that  they  forgot  to  push  wheelbarrows.  You  will  laugh, 
perhaps,  friends  of  the  Viennese  cafes.  But  I  advise 
you  not  to  laugh,  for  these  three  simple  wheelbarrows 
are  right.  We  have  to  learn  in  our  studios  and  in  our 
libraries,  in  our  concert  halls  and  in  our  theaters  to 
push  the  wheelbarrows.  We  had  forgotten  the  earth, 
the  simple  earth! 

Now  we  are  exiled,  because  we  had  not  the  strength 
and  the  power  to  object  and  to  defend — we  refugees. 
Please,  don't  be  conceited.  It  is  not  important,  what 
you  have  done.  It  is  important,  what  you  will  do.  Push 
the  wheelbarrow  and  you  will,  perhaps,  find  it.  In  the 
morning  in  the  fresh  air,  push  the  wheelbarrow;  look 
in  the  sun  and  feel  the  wind  of  the  summer  or  of  the 
spring  or  of  the  fall. 

You  will  state  the  error  you  and  your  ancestors  have 
made,  but  you  will  find  at  the  same  time  the  way  to 
your  regeneration  and  to  America  and  to  the  Americans, 
the  people  of  brain  and  body. 

I  was  pushing  the  wheelbarrow,  and  I  found  myself 
and — a  new  native  country. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  March  29-April  5 
To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions   Calendar   and   the  Missionary  Picture   Sheets.     The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

In  the  last  letter  which  Sister  Goldie  Swartz  of 
Dahanu,  India,  wrote  to  the  Elgin  office,  she  finished 
with  this  statement:  "In  the  face  of  disaster  and  loss, 
we  are  grateful  for  health  and  strength,  and  we  are 
thankful  that  we  are  alive  and  that  we  experience  our 
Father's  fellowship  and  find  his  blessing  fully  suffi- 
cient for  each  occasion."  Such  a  paragraph  assures  us 
that  Sister  Swartz  goes  forth  in  faith.  Traveling  among 
the  villages  calls  for  physical  strength  as  well  as  for 
courage  of  the  highest  type.  She  should  have  our  help 
in  prayer  as  she  goes  among  the  villages. 

In  writing  a  short  account  of  Sister  B.  Mary  Royer's 
work  on  the  India  field,  Sister  Anna  Lichty  said  of  her, 
"It  is  not  far  wrong  to  call  her  one  of  the  pioneer  moth- 
ers of  the  Marathi  work  of  our  mission  in  India."  Sister 
Royer  went  to  India  in  1913.  During  these  twenty- 
eight  years  she  has  turned  her  hand  to  all  the  various 
lines  of  mission  work.  There  are  few  types  of  mission 
work  to  which  she  has  not  given  of  her  strength  at  one 
time  or  another.  At  the  present  time  she  lives  at 
Dahanu  and  her  special  concern  is  for  evangelistic  work 
on  and  near  the  mission  compound.  This  also  means 
that  she  has  classes  with  the  women.  Together  they 
study  the  Bible  as  well  as  other  subjects  which  help  the 
women  to  enter  into  a  fuller  Christian  experience. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Calendar  for  Sunday,  March  30 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ's  Commission. — Luke 
24:  36-53. 

Christian  Workers,  Participation.  Luke  14:  15-24; 
Matt.   22:1-14. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  By  Our  Example. 

Intermediates,  Do  We  Love  Others? 

•  •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Laton  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  D.  C. 
Snider,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Ander- 
son church,  Ind.,  Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  Hynd- 
man  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Olympia  church,  Wash.,  Bro. 
Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist;  Bro.  Mark  Schrock,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  as  associate  member 
in  the  First  Grand  Valley  church,  Colo.,  Brother  and 
Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  evangelists. 

Two  baptized,  one  reclaimed  and  two  dedicated  their 
lives  anew  in  the  Second  church,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Jesse  Whitacre,  evangelist.    Also  two  baptized  since  the 

revival. 

•  •        • 

Out  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  John  R.  Snyder,  pastor,  April  6-13,  in  the  Tyrone 
church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck  of  Ambler,  Pa.,  March  30  to  April 
9,  in  the  Wilmington  church,  Del. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Rockingham,  Va.,  April  7- 
20,  in  the  Wiley  Ford  church,  W.  Va. 

Bro.  A.  Slauffer  Curry  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  March  20 
to  April  6,  in  the  Richmond  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
March  30  to  April  13,  in  the  Ellisforde  church,  Wash. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

The  E.  L.  Ikenberrys,  lately  returned  from  China 
with  the  Crumpackers,  are  also  located  for  a  while  at 
La  Verne,  Calif.,  we  are  informed. 

A  Better  Fellowship  is  the  sermon  subject  of  Pastor 
B.  F.  Waltz  tomorrow  morning,  March  30,  in  the  Ger- 
mantown  church,  Philadelphia.  In  the  evening  it  is 
Conscience  Purged  From  Dead  Works. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler's  address  is  changed  from  Sebring, 
Fla.,  to  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111.  Sis- 
ter Zigler  brought  him  home  last  week  with  a  fresh  sup- 
ply of  enthusiasm  born  of  southern  breezes. 

Two  Bethany  men  of  Michigan  and  Virginia  respec- 
tively, David  Schechter  and  Wendell  Flory,  were  Mon- 
day callers  at  the  Messenger  offices.  The  last  named  is 
present  president  of  Brethren  student  volunteers. 

Sister  Minerva  Metzger,  who  was  with  the  Crum- 
packer-Ikenberry  returning  missionary  party,  passed 
through  Chicago  Wednesday  of  last  week,  being  greeted 
there  by  Secretary  Bonsack.  Her  address  is  Mulberry, 
Ind.,  care  of  E.  D.  Blickenstaff. 


Bro.  G.  W.  Petcher  of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  is  reported  as 
making  satisfactory  recovery  from  the  injuries  received 
in  his  recent  automobile  accident.  He  expected  to  be 
able  to  leave  his  bed  about  the  date  of  this  issue. 

Bro.  Walter  Kimmel,  his  good  wife  and  their  daugh- 
ter Ruth,  of  Lake  Odessa,  Mich.,  thought  it  was  time  to 
see  the  Publishing  House  and  did.  The  same  prudent 
action  was  taken  by  Bro.  Paul  Baker  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

Dean  A.  C.  Baugher  "after  nearly  two  months  of  de- 
liberation and  weighing  of  the  invitation"  has  accepted 
the  presidency  of  Elizabethtown  College.  He  trusts,  as 
do  we  all,  that  the  institution  "will  continue  to  receive 
the  prayers  of  her  many  friends." 

Prof.  C.  Ray  Keim  of  Manchester  College,  referring  to 
Director  Paul  H.  Bowman's  article  on  the  Selective 
Service  Act  in  our  issue  of  March  15,  page  20,  would 
"urge  all  pastors  to  have  their  draftees  and  others  save 
that  copy.  It  is  very  valuable  and  timely  in  helping  the 
draftees  with  their  many  questions." 

Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  will  be  in- 
stalled into  his  new  Greencastle  pastorate  at  7:30  P.  M., 
April  6,  by  Pastor  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Waynesboro,  sec- 
retary of  the  Southern  Pennsylvania  Ministerial  Board. 
He  will  be  available  for  two  revival  meetings  each  year. 
His  new  address  is  Addison  Ave.,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Dr.  Kirby  Page,  widely  known  author  and  lecturer 
and  leader  in  peace  activities,  was  guest  speaker  at  a 
conference  of  the  Publishing  House  office  staff  Thursday 
afternoon,  March  20.  With  him  were  Mrs.  Page  and 
Don  Smucker,  Mennonite  youth  leader.  The  same  eve- 
ning Dr.  Page  addressed  a  greatly  interested  audience 
in  the  Elgin  church. 

•       •        • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Eastern  Pennsylvania,  please  note:  All  matter  for  the 
district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Hatfield,  April  30  and 
May  1  should  reach  Clerk  Nathan  Martin,  Lebanon,  Pa., 
not  later  than  the  early  days  of  April. 

Southern  Ohio,  please  note:  All  business  for  the  dis- 
trict conference  to  be  held  at  New  Carlisle,  May  3, 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  Secretary  H.  H.  Helman,  New 
Carlisle,  Ohio,  not  later  than  April  12. 

The  Center  Hill  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  will 
begin  a  pre-Easter  revival  April  6,  with  Sister  Alice  D. 
Sell  as  evangelist,  assisted  by  Pastor  W.  C.  Sell.  Non- 
resident members  are  urged  to  come  home  for  the  East- 
er season  and  enjoy  these  meetings. 

The  ministry  to  nonresident  members,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  General  Boards  of  the  church,  is  eager 
to  serve  all  members  who  have  moved  or  will  move  to 
new  centers  of  industrial  activity.  New  communities 
are  springing  up  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The 
next  few  years  may  see  a  great  shift  in  population.  If 
you  know  of  Brethren  people  in  such  places,  kindly  send 
their  names  to  the  Fellowship  of  Nonresident  Members, 
22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  111.  It  is  very  important 
that  we  have  the  street  or  route  numbers.  In  cases 
where  your  members  move  to  communities  having 
Brethren  churches,  we  urge  that  you  send  the  names 
directly  to  the  pastors  or  elders.  If  this  is  done  imme- 
diately many  members  will  be  saved  to  the  church. — 
Merlin  C.  Shull.   • 
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Tomorrow,  March  30,  there  is  an  all-day  meeting, 
sponsored  by  men's  work,  with  sessions  morning,  after- 
noon and  evening,  at  the  Salunga  house,  East  Peters- 
burg congregation  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  Uplifting 
music  and  able  discussion  of  inspiring  themes  are  on 
the  program.  We  note  such  names  as  those  of  Elders  P. 
J.  Forney,  Edward  Ziegler,  A.  P.  Wenger  and  Nathan 
Martin. 

A  Bible  institute  will  be  held  in  the  Huntsdale  con- 
gregation of  Southern  Pennsylvania,  April  4-6,  with 
sessions  Friday  evening,  Saturday  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning, and  all  day  Sunday.  The  principal  instructors  are 
Professors  Forrest  L.  Weller  of  Elizabethtown  College 
and  William  Kinsey  of  New  Windsor,  Md.  These  able 
men,  along  with  forum  and  music  features,  promise  an 
interesting  and  profitable  program.  "Bring  your  Bible, 
notebook  and  hymnal." 

•        •       • 
With  Our  Schools 
McPherson  College 

McPherson  has  recently  enjoyed  what  by  many  was 
thought  to  be  the  greatest  regional  conference  that  has 
ever  been  held  in  this  region.  The  attendance  was 
probably  the  largest  we  have  ever  had.  Certainly  the 
leadership  provided  by  our  own  church  was  as  strong 
as  is  to  be  found.  The  outstanding  outside  help  came 
from  Dr.  Albert  Buckner  Coe,  distinguished  Congrega- 
tional minister  of  Oak  Park,  111. 

March  14  and  15  there  assembled  at  McPherson  one 
hundred  seventy-four  college  men  and  women  from 
twenty-two  colleges  of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  in  an  Edu- 


Business  for  Annual  Conference 

We  spend  much  time  and  money  in  going  to  Confer- 
ence. And  Conference  has  adopted  certain  regulations 
so  that  the  best  ends  may  be  attained.  Here  are  a  few 
of  these  regulations  that  are  too  often  overlooked: 

1.  Queries  of  a  "general  and  ecclesiastical  character" 
shall  be  published  in  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

2.  Queries  from  churches  and  from  "Boards  that 
have  been  granted  the  right  to  bring  queries  direct  to 
the  Annual  Meeting,  and  all  reports  of  committees,  shall 
appear  in  the  Conference  Booklet." 

3.  "Answers  formulated  by  committees  upon  ques- 
tions referred  to  them  shall  be  published  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger  not  later  than  April  15,  so  that  the  member- 
ship may  have  opportunity  to  consider  them  before 
meeting  them  in  open  Conference." 

4.  Clerks  of  state  districts  shall  furnish  the  Secre- 
tary of  Conference  "minutes  of  district  meeting,  with 
queries  marked  intended  for  Annual  Meeting." 

Once  when  the  people  of  Israel  were  negligent  in 
keeping  the  Sabbath  and  came  to  market  as  on  other 
days,  they  found  the  gates  of  the  city  shut  against  them. 
It  did  not  take  them  long  to  learn  that  they  were  ex- 
pected to  abide  by  their  own  rules.  I  wonder  what 
would  happen,  should  Conference  apply  its  own  rules 
on  the  matters  mentioned  above!  Would  it  not  be  well 
for  those  to  whom  these  rules  apply  to  observe  them; 
or,  if  the  rules  are  not  applicable  to  present  conditions, 
ask  for  a  revision  that  will  give  us  rules  to  meet  our 
needs?  Think  it  over. — J.  E.  Miller,  Conference  Secre- 
tary. 


cational  Training  Conference.  This  conference  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  this  section  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  sponsored  jointly  by  the  North  Central 
Association  of  Colleges  and  McPherson  College. 

Our  men's  debating  learn  has  again  won  the  champion- 
ship of  the  colleges  of  our  state.  This  makes  eleven 
championships  in  the  past  twenty  years.  Twice  during 
this  period  of  time  our  teams  have  won  second  place. 
Dr.  Desmond  W.  Bittinger  is  our  new  debate  coach;  he 
succeeded  Professor  Morris  A.  Hess  who  for  years  has 
done  an  outstanding  piece  of  work. 

The  trustees  at  their  annual  meeting  voted  that  we 
should  go  ahead  in  the  building  of  a  new  dormitory, 
providing  additional  funds  could  be  secured  to  make 
certain  the  completion  of  the  building.  Since  their 
meeting  one  gift  of  $5,000  from  the  estate  of  Bro.  S.  G. 
Hoover  has  with  a  number  of  smaller  ones  been  added 
to  the  money  now  in  this  fund.  A  few  thousand  dol- 
lars of  additional  funds  and  our  boys  will  be  assured  of 
a  new  home  when  college  opens  next  September.  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  it  was  voted 
that  all  funds  from  the  booster  banquet  this  year  shall 
go  to  the  dormitory  fund. 


Ghoui  Sooki 


Living  Prayerfully.  Kirby  Page.  Farrar  and  Rine- 
hart,  1941.     522  pages.     $2.00. 

This  is  just  the. book  for  these  times.  This  is  a  be- 
wildered generation,  flabby  in  heart  and  mind,  lacking 
sympathy  for  and  understanding  of  those  whose  toil  and 
sufferings  make  possible  their  ease  and  pleasure.  Kirby 
Page  is  an  outstanding  example  of  one  who  has  a  true 
and  highly  developed  combination  of  social  responsi- 
bility and  responsiveness  to  the  divine.  Many  social 
programs  have  failed  because  they  were  unaware  of 
that  eternal  presence  at  the  heart  of  the  universe  and 
in  all  of  life.  Many  religionists  lack  social  conscious- 
ness because  at  heart  they  are  mere  moral  mechanics, 
operating  ecclesiastical  machines.  This  great  volume, 
composed  of  the  very  finest  of  devotional  materials,  will 
be  a  boon  to  all  receptive  souls.  It  will  warm  their 
hearts  at  the  altars  of  God  and  send  them  forth  like  a 
Kagawa,  a  Livingstone  or  a  Grenfell,  to  do  battle  for 
the  Lord.  Men  need  this  book,  for  "there  is  more  lost- 
ness  in  the  world,  more  widespread  and  deliberate  lost- 
ness  than  ever  before.  Progress  does  not  carry  with  it 
religious  progress.  It  means  rather  that  men  have 
found  new  ways  of  being  lost."  This  book  of  one  hun- 
dred daily  devotions  will  help  men  find  themselves  and 
their  brothers. 

Seven  alert  and  keen-minded  youths  helped  Dr.  Page 
select  the  materials.  The  devotions  alternate  between 
the  following  themes:  Adoration,  Thanksgiving,  Con- 
fession, Commitment,  Petition,  Communion  and  Social 
Action.  No  one  can  deny  that  these  are  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  devotional  and  practical  Christian  life. 
The  whole  marvelous  realm  of  nature,  as  constantly 
being  revealed  by  great  scientists,  as  well  as  the  many 
and  varied  emotions  of  the  human  heart,  come  within 
the  pages  of  this  devotional  guide.  Beautiful  poetry, 
winsome  prose,  prayers  by  the  greatest  of  God's  serv- 
ants, and  gripping  hymns  are  carefully  chosen  and  skill- 
fully interwoven  into  a  literary  fabric  of  great  beauty 
and  power. — Merlin  C.  Shull. 
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BY  ELIZABETH  R.  BLOUGH 

A  young  woman  in  a  blue  dress  came  down  the  path. 
She  wore  her  hair  in  two  heavy  braids  which  were 
wound  around  her  small  head.  Her  skin  had  a  warm 
whiteness;  her  eyes  were  like  stars.  She  was  on  her 
way  to  meet  her  husband,  Sam  Burkhart,  and  they  met 
before  she  had  gone  very  far.  Sam  listened  to  her  soft 
voice  telling  him  that  the  baby,  who  had  smiled  her 
welcome  weeks  ago,  was  now  trying  to  talk.  Sam 
was  not  accustomed  to  thinking  that  the  best  things  of 
life  could  be  his.  He  had  never  gotten  over  the  won- 
der of  having  Anndora  for  his  wife.  She  ran  ahead  of 
him  now  to  take  up  the  baby  as  she  said,  "Of  course,  she 
won't  say  Dada  now,  but  it  sounded  like  it  today." 

They  sat  down  to  their  simple  meal  of  ham  and  eggs, 
hot  biscuit  and  honey.  He  admired  her  dress  of  some- 
thing soft,  pale  blue  like  a  cloud,  and  with  snowy  collar 
and  cuffs.  Anndora's  dress  gave  an  air  of  festivity  to 
their  supper.  She  asked,  "Are  you  thinking  of  the 
farm,  wishing  you  were  there  instead  of  working  in  the 
store?" 

"I'd  like  that  better,  of  course;  but  since  the  store 
is  my  job,  I'll  do  what  I  can  there."  Sam  was  thinking 
that  life  was  not  a  matter  of  ease  and  comfort  and  no 
worry;  there  was  apparently  no  place  where  living  was 
free  from  struggle.  Just  then  the  telephone  rang  and 
Sam  answered  it.  He  came  back  and  said,  "That  was 
Deacon  Thomson  of  White  Pine  asking  me  to  come  back 
home  at  once,  says  I  am  needed  there,  Aunt  Liza  is 
sick." 

"Tomorrow  is  Sunday;  you  can  get  away." 

"But  I  am  not  going." 

Anndora  turned  away,  hurt  by  the  stony  indifference 
of  Sam.  She  knew  that  deep  down  in  his  heart  there 
lurked  a  cold  hatred  of  his  Aunt  Liza.  While  drinking 
his  coffee  he  began  to  talk  of  his  life  on  the  farm.  "You 
have  never  understood  how  things  were.  I  had  all  that 
father's  care  and  love  could  give  me  until  I  was  four- 
teen years  old;  then  he  died.  I  took  a  man's  place  on 
the  farm.  I  like  the  work,  but  Aunt  Liza  sneered  at 
every  mistake  I  made;  there  was  never  a  kind  word. 
The  food  was  poor,  not  what  a  growing  boy  needs."  The 
look  of  pain  and  sorrow  in  Anndora's  eyes  made  him 
pause,  but  mentally  every  wrong  suffered  in  his  boy- 
hood was  etched  clearly  before  him.  "When  I  supposed 
that  I  had  the  right  to  bring  you  there  and  keep  on 
farming  the  land,  surely  you  remember  how  she  turned 
us  from  the  door?     That  was  three  years  ago." 

There  was  a  moment's  silence.  Then  Anndora  said, 
"But  if  she  is  sick,  maybe  she  would  treat  you  better." 

"No,  you  don't  begin  to  see  what  she  is  like.  Yet 
there's  not  a  tree  nor  a  plant  on  that  place  but  is  dear 
to  me." 

"Couldn't  you  do  it  for  our  baby?" 

He  was  white  as  a  sheet  as  he  replied:  "You  haven't 
the  right  to  ask  that  of  me;  there's  nothing  I  wouldn't 
do  for  you  and  little  Doris,  but  you  can't  ask  that." 

So  nothing  more  was  said. 
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That  night  as  they  lay  side  by  side,  neither  of 
them  sleeping,  Sam  could  bear  it  no  longer.  Anndora 
explained  how  she  was  troubled  about  him. 

Sam  felt  this  must  not  be.  Finally  he  said,  "I'll  go  to- 
morrow for  your  sake  and  the  baby's." 

"Oh,  Sam,  I  am  so  thankful!"  This  was  Anndora's 
answer. 

In  the  morning  she  was  getting  breakfast  when  he 
came  downstairs,  ready  to  leave.  Just  before  he  left 
Anndora  said,  "Sam,  I  know  you  better  than  you  know 
yourself.  Didn't  you  do  all  your  father  expected  of 
you?  And  after  he  was  gone  you  worked  on  for  Aunt 
Liza.  You  might  have  run  away,  but  you  stood  for  her 
abuse."    Tears  stood  in  her  eyes;  she  could  say  no  more. 


For  a  Fiftieth  Wedding  Anniversary 

BY  HELEN  HOAK  EIKENBERRY 

The  day  of  our  life  has  worn  into  afternoon; 

The  trees  in  the  west  are  casting  their  shadows  to- 
ward us. 

How  strange  that  we  should  pause  to  rest, 

Thinking  to  watch  the  setting  sun,  or  greet  the  moon, 

When  all  through  life  we've  hurried  to  this  hour! 

Now  we  have  reached  this  place.  We  can  look 
back,  or  forward. 

The  milestones  of  the  past  are  visible  in  one  great 
picture; 

And  think  you  not  that  it  is  beautiful? 

Somehow  the  places  that  were  hard 

Seem  lovelier  than  all  the  rest. 

Let  us  rejoice.    The  picture  of  our  life  is  such 

That  we  review  it  all  with  pleasure  now, 

Since  we  have  reached  this  point. 

What  would  a  backward  glance  reveal 

If  I  had  never  met  you  on  the  way? 

And  what  would  your  life  be?    We  cannot  tell. 

Thank  God  we  met,  and  we  have  traveled  well. 

So  many  burdens  you  have  helped  me  bear, 

And  I  have  cheered  you,  too,  you  often  say. 

See  children,  friends  and  flowers  on  that  way! 

How  rich  with  joy  and  color  the  road  we  view  to- 
day! 

But  the  hours  that  lie  ahead  are  no  less  fair. 

We  have  mellowed  as  the  autumn  fruits  that  waited, 

ripening  there 
Upon  some  tree.     Glowing  now,  content  to  hang  a 

time, 
And  then  fulfill  their  useful  purpose.     Thus  'twill  be 
In  the  intervening,  glorious  hours  that  finish  out  our 

day, 
Before  the  sunset  here,  and  dawn  in  splendor  o'er 

the  way. 
Oh,   our  journey  hasn't  ended,   though  we  cast  a 

backward  eye. 
See!     The  sunset  clear  and  radiant,  as  we  face  it — 

you  and  I! 

Sterling,  III. 
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It  wasn't  so  much  what  Anndora  said  that  got  Sam; 
it  was  the  way  she  said  it  and  the  look  in  her  eyes.  He 
kissed  her  good-by.  Awkwardly,  tenderly,  he  held  the 
baby  for  a  moment,  saying,  "She's  our  precious  one." 

When  he  arrived  at  White  Pine,  he  went  first  to  see 
Deacdn  Thomson,  who  made  him  welcome,  saying,  "I 
am  glad  you've  come.  Your  neighbors  hated  to  see  you 
leave  us.  Sit  down  and  let  me  tell  you  why  I  sent  for 
you.  You  see  your  Aunt  Liza  is  sick.  Some  one  ought 
to  look  after  things.  She  asked  Doctor  Stowe  to  get  a 
letter  out  of  her  desk.  And  as  he  was  lookin'  for  it 
there  he  come  acrost  your  father's  will;  an'  we  decided 
to  send  for  you  right  away.  We  believe  that  your  aunt 
hid  that  will.  She  was  too  sick  to  know  that  the  doctor 
found  it.    He  never  told  her;  here  it  is — the  will." 

What  Sam  saw  was  a  sheet  of  ruled  paper,  yellow 
with  age.  The  words  were  written  painstakingly,  in  a 
hand  unaccustomed  to  the  pen. 

"To  my  adopted  son,  Sam  Burkhart,  I  leave  all  of  my 
property.  I  give  him  the  house  and  the  land  outright. 
I  want  him  to  farm  the  old  place.  I  trust  him  to  care 
for  my  sister,  Liza,  as  he's  done  his  duty  by  me." 

Sam  read  the  will  again;  then  he  said,  "I  don't  know 
how  to  thank  you  for  doing  this  for  me.  I'll  see  you 
again." 

After  closing  the  deacon's  door  behind  him,  Sam 
walked  toward  the  farm.  At  first  he  thought  of  sneer- 
ing words,  the  bitter  phrases  of  hatred  and  ugliness 
prompted  by  his  passion  for  revenge  and  that  he  wanted 
to  say  to  her  face.  Then  it  came  to  him  that  he  could 
not  say  the  cruel  things  he  knew  by  heart.  He  had 
brooded  over  them  too  long. 

Sam's  desire  for  vengeance  had  raged  and  spent  it- 
self. Like  a  flaming  sword  barring  him  from  retalia- 
tion stood  Anndora  with  her  loving  faith  in  him.  He 
walked  up  through  the  orchard,  marking  with  satisfac- 
tion how  the  young  trees  he  and  his  father  had  planted 
were  grown.  There  had  been  no  neglect.  He  followed 
the  slope  of  the  old  pasture  toward  the  black  mass  of 
woods  on  the  farther  side.  It  seemed  as  if  the  spirit  of 
his  father,  drawn  by  love  for  old  scenes,  was  hovering 
near.  He  went  into  the  house  and  found  Aunt  Liza  a 
pitiful  figure,  old,  unloved  and  futile.  He  told  her  that 
he  would  try  to  get  down  to  see  about  the  plowing,  that 
perhaps  Anndora  could  make  her  more  comfortable. 

There  was  something  more — the  prayer  his  father  had 
taught  him,   "Forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our 


Life 

BY  JUNE  FAW 

There  is  a  story  long  and  true, 
A  better  tale  I  never  knew. 
The  story  seems  to  have  no  end; 
It's  one  that  you  could  never  mend. 
Oh,  life's  the  story  that's  so  long. 
Sometimes  it's  just  one  happy  song, 
Or  so  till  sorrow's  at  the  door, 
And  then  you  wish  that  you  had  more 
Of  life's  best  comforts  to  apply 
Against  the  sorrows  passing  by. 
Mortals  can  write  of  pain  and  strife, 
But  only  God  can  write  a  life. 

Yakima,  Wash. 


debtors."  And  there  was  Peter  asking,  "How  oft  shall  I 
forgive,  until  seven  times?"  Then  Jesus'  answer,  "I 
say  unto  thee,  not  until  seven  times,  but  until  seventy 
times  seven."  It  seemed  to  Sam  that  he  must  have  for- 
given Aunt  Liza  that  many  times;  but  he  was  too  tired 
to  probe  any  longer;  no  matter  what  happened  he  could 
not  and  would  not  hurt  her. 

A  burden  had  been  rolled  away  from  his  heart.  Sud- 
denly he  was  happy.  He  found  himself  reckoning  up 
the  hours  until  he  could  be  with  Anndora  and  the  baby; 
he  knew  the  joys  of  forgiving  one  who  had  injured  him. 
They  would  move  to  the  farm  in  the  spring. 

Hatfield,  Pa. 

The  School  and  Character  Education 

BY  LEAH  GODFREY 

To  understand  more  fully  character  education  in  our 
schools  today,  we  must  look  back  through  the  years  and 
try  to  see  its  development.  We  may  think  this  to  be  one 
of  the  recent  trends,  but  we  are  really  mistaken,  for 
the  ancient  Greeks  set  before  their  children  the  ideals 
of  their  ancestors.  Generation  after  generation  learned 
the  pattern  that  had  been  placed  before  their  parents. 
A  little  later  came  the  Christian  Era  in  which  nobler 
ideas  of  God  were  instilled  in  the  hearts  of  youths.  To 
a  great  extent  their  character  was  judged  by  their  be- 
lief in  another  world,  in  one  that  they  were  preparing 
for  by  their  work  in  this.  Around  1700  the  church  be- 
came separated  from  the  state.  People  began  to  think 
that  it  was  easier  to  tell  twenty  people  how  to  live  than 
to  be  one  of  the  twenty. 

Today  we  have  character  education  entering  all  our 
curriculums  and  courses  of  study,  into  all  our  school 
subjects,  whether  relics  of  classics  or  the  newer  social 
studies,  into  our  extra-curriculars,  music,  art,  and  phys- 
ical education.  This  trend  seems  to  be  one  which  is 
both  fortunate  and  dangerous.  Public  opinion  is  one  of 
the  things  which  help  to  support  the  schools  in  their 
character  training.  It  helps  to  break  down  the  tradi- 
tional practice,  which  is  changing  the  type  of  educa- 
tion to  conform  to  the  type  of  age  in  which  we  live. 
However,  there  are  things  which  do  not  change:  prin- 
ciples such  as  motion  and  function,  tension  and  strain. 
We  must  learn  more  about  these  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, and  then  with  experimentation,  work  toward  de- 
sired goals.  Here  is  where  the  danger  often  enters.  We 
cast  off  entirely  the  old  and  tried  which  has  been  sanc- 
tified by  its  use,  and  let  down  the  bars  to  every  new  fad 
that  comes  along,  no  matter  how  impractical  or  on  what 
educational  principles  it  is  based.  We  must  plan  every 
detail  before  exposing  the  proposition.  The  community 
must  be  educated  or  there  will  be  complaints  and  oppo- 
sition, thus  causing  a  set-back  instead  of  an  advance. 

The  child  today  is  living  in  a  world  of  conflict.  What 
is  exemplary  to  one  person  may  be  an  insult  to  another. 
What  is  considered  as  loyalty  to  one  may  be  treason  to 
another.  An  accepted  thing  in  one  gang  is  ostracized  in 
another.  Except  for  a  few  national  boundaries,  group- 
ings overlap.  Thus  religious,  political  and  economic 
problems  arise.  The  parents  of  the  child  may  be  doing 
business  with  all  these  different  groups  or  may  even 
be  living  in  the  same  house.  Therefore  he  must  make 
adjustments  to  all  of  these  groups.  This  is  the  goal  of 
character  education. 

First  of  all,  the  school  must  show  the  child  the  folk- 
(Continued  on  Page  23) 
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By    L.    Avery    Fleming,    General    Secretary,    Board    of    Christian 
Education 

Introduction 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  imagine  that  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  would  not  show  great  interest  in  the  farm 
situation  and  in  rural  life  as  a  whole.  Traditionally,  we 
have  been  a  rural  people.  We  are  still  largely  rural. 
Even  the  members  of  our  city  churches  are  for  the 
most  part  probably  rural  in  origin.  In  view  of  these  im- 
pressive facts  we  would  expect  that  our  church  would 
be  well  up  in  the  front  ranks  of  those  churches  which 
are  attempting  solutions  of  rural  problems.  But  such 
is  not  the  case.  Justice  for  farmers  does  not  seem  to  be 
a  burning  issue  in  a  majority  of  the  churches  in  rural 
areas.  Some  one  has  observed  that  most  of  the  church- 
es in  small  communities  are  neither  rural  nor  country 
churches — they  are  simply  churches  in  the  country.  And 
rural  problems  are  seldom  discussed  either  in  city  pul- 
pits or  in  city  church  organizations. 

Some  Interesting  Facts 

Much  credit  for  making  practical  efforts  to  solve  rural 
problems  belongs  to  a  denomination  whose  rural  mem- 
bership is  relatively  low.  Monsignor  Luigi  G.  Ligutti 
of  the  Catholic  Church  has  been  responsible  for  the 
co-operative  development  of  the  Granger  Homesteads 
in  Iowa.  These  small  homesteads  were  financed  by 
means  of  a  local  credit  union.  Self-support  and  a  new 
measure  of  respect  were  thus  brought  to  about  fifty  fam- 
ilies who  would  otherwise  have  been  on  relief.  Father 
Ligutti  estimated  that  the  Granger  Homesteads  saved 
hundreds  of  dollars  of  relief  funds. 

Information    from    reliable    sources    shows    that    re- 


lief costs  of  city  families  average  about  $800  per  year, 
while  the  average  cost  of  rural  families  on  relief  is  $325 
per  year.  But  a  loan  program  which  plans  to  get  people 
back  on  the  farm  and  which  looks  forward  to  ultimate 
ownership  costs  only  $72  per  family  in  terms  of  relief 
costs. 

Mark  Dawber,  secretary  of  the  Home  Missions  Coun- 
cil, has  pointed  out  the  fact  that  Home  Mission  Boards 
prefer  to  loan  their  money  to  city  investors  rather  than 
to  take  the  risks  of  rural  reconstruction.  Plans  or  funds 
for  helping  young  people  to  get  settled  on  the  land  close 
to  church  are  still  awaiting  a  new  vision  of  our  oppor- 
tunities. 

The  home  mission  agencies  have  the  closest  contacts 
of  all  church  organizations  with  the  farm  situation.  For 
twenty  years  a  co-operative  service  to  agricultural  mi- 
grants has  been  administered  by  the  Council  of  Women 
for  Home  Missions,  recently  merged  with  the  Home 
Missions  Council  of  North  America.  The  Home  Mis- 
sions Council  has  plans  for  employing  specially  trained 
ministers  to  work  with  the  sharecroppers.  The  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  has  made  special  studies  of  cotton 
growing  communities  and  other  areas. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  has  taken  an  active  part  in  a  three- 
day  conference  on  "How  Can  a  Church  Help  to  Stabil- 
ize a  Community  by  Creating  a  More  Permanent  Ten- 
ure." The  conference  was  sponsored  by  the  Home  Mis- 
sions Council  and  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches. 
Chapter  18  of  the  mimeographed  report  of  the  confer- 
ence contains  a  summary  of  suggestions  that  might  be 
followed  by  the  local  church  in  contributing  to  the  solu- 
tion of  rural  problems.  (These  suggestions  are  too 
lengthy  to  be  included  here,  but  they  may  be  mailed 
upon  request.) 

The  Christian  education  program  of  the  church  should 
be  vitally  concerned  with  growing  persons  who  always 
develop  in  a  total  environment  which  helps  to  make  or 
wreck  character.  The  "growing  edge"  of  Christian 
character  is  to  be  found  wherever  a  person  is  influenced 
or  is  being  influenced  by  his  environment,  whether  it 
is  natural,  spiritual,  social  or  cultural.  Obviously,  there- 
fore, the  church  cannot  afford  to  continue  ignoring  the 
problems  of  rural  life.  Education  either  begins  where 
people  are  or  it  does  not  begin  at  all. 

Prevailing  Points  of  View 

Among  the  "schools  of  thought"  regarding  rural  life 
and  the  solutions  of  its  problems  are  found  at  least  three 
groups.  One  group  assumes  that  everybody  can  be  suc- 
cessful if  he  will  only  try.  Persons  with  this  outlook 
have  little  patience  with  rehabilitation,  government  ex- 
penditures for  relief  or  other  efforts  to  help  those 
in  distress.  A  second  group  believes  in  agricultural 
self-sufficiency.  These  "agrarians,"  as  they  call  them- 
selves, favor  individual  small  farm  units  and  a  simple, 
highly  co-operative  economy  based  on  production  for 
use  before  exchange.  The  third  group  is  composed  of 
agricultural  and  industrial  planners  who  favor  effi- 
ciency, low-cost  production  of  goods  and  expansion  of 
industrial  production  with  a  considerable  amount  of 
governmental  guidance  and  direction. 
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It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  all  three  of  the  above 
viewpoints  are  to  be  found  in  the  churches  and  that 
anything  the  church  attempts  to  do  will  be  affected  by 
them.  "I  hate  parts  of  the  national  farm  program — I 
am,  however,  for  it,  even  for  the  parts  that  I  hate,"  was 
the  way  one  churchman  summed  up  his  attitude.  What- 
ever attitude  one  assumes  it  ought  to  be  based  upon  a 
sincere  study  of  the  rural  situation  and  should  con- 
tribute to  a  Christian  solution. 

Some  Rural  Problems 

In  any  attempt  the  church  makes  to  study  rural  life, 
the  important  problems  to  be  considered  are  usually 
connected  with  the  following  activities — 

1.  Soil  Conservation.  Benefit  payments  are  made  to 
the  80  per  cent  of  the  six  million  farmers  of  the  nation 
who  have  been  co-operating  with  the  government. 

2.  Commodity  Loans.  Federal  funds  are  loaned 
against  supplies  stored  on  farms.  These  loans  are  the 
main  support  of  the  prices  of  cotton  and  tobacco  at  a 
time  when  the  export  market  has  almost  vanished. 

3.  Price  Adjustment  Payments.  These  have  been 
made  to  the  producers  of  selected  staple  crops,  mainly 
those  that  have  been  heavily  exported  in  the  past. 

4.  Crop  Insurance.  This  is  experimental  and  applies 
only  to  wheat. 

5.  Marketing  Quotas  and  Agreements.  These  are  ap- 
plied only  after  referenda  approved  by  the  producers 
which  are  affected. 

6.  Removal  of  Surplus  Crops.  Four  new  laboratories 
have  been  built  to  discover  new  industrial  uses  for  farm 
crops.  Extensive  supplies  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Surplus  Marketing  Administration  and  given  to  relief 
agencies  in  the  cities.  The  Food  Stamp  Plan  has  been 
a  means  of  subsidizing  the  consumption  of  low-income 
families. 

7.  Relief,  Rehabilitation  and  Resettlement.  This  is 
applied  to  the  poorest  of  farmers  by  the  Farm  Security 
Administration. 

8.  County  and  Community  Planning.  Over  70,000 
farmers  serve  on  planning  boards  in  more  than  1,200 
counties.  The  scope  of  this  type  of  planning  is  being 
rapidly  extended.  Church  leaders  cannot  afford  to  ig- 
nore the  development  of  community  planning  and  or- 


Rural  Life  Sunday 

Both  rural  and  city  churches  will  observe  Rural  Life 
Sunday,  May  18,  1941,  which  is  the  fifth  Sunday  after 
Easter.  The  usual  observance  is  in  the  form  of  the 
Sunday  morning  hour  for  a  special  worship  service  and 
a  sermon  or 'address.  Pageants,  plays,  forums,  or  formal 
services  may  also  be  arranged  for  the  evening.  City 
churches  may  invite  town  and  country  ministers  to 
speak  on  an  appropriate  theme.  The  particular  form  of 
service  to  be  arranged  will  depend  upon  local  needs  and 
conditions.  But  the  importance  of  each  church  making 
some  recognition  of  the  day  cannot  be  overemphasized. 

Rural  Life  Sunday  is  a  modern  version  of  Rogation 
Sunday,  which  has  been  observed  by  many  churches 
for  many  centuries.  Today  Rural  Life  Sunday  is  a  day 
set  apart  for  emphasizing  the  meaning  of  Christianity 
for  rural  life,  for  the  invocation  of  God's  blessing  upon 
the  cultivators  of  the  earth,  for  consideration  of  justice 
for  agriculture  and  of  the  spiritual  values  inherent  in 
rural  life. 


ganization  in  many  areas  of  modern  life.     It  may  be  a 
trend  which  has  profound  implications  for  the  future. 

Selected  References  for  Study 

The  writer  believes  that  there  is  immediate  need  for 
study  of  the  rural  problem.  Perhaps  the  most  immedi- 
ate contribution  to  be  made  by  the  church  is  a  program 
of  study  and  the  observance  of  Rural  Life  Sunday  (May 
18).  The  references  which  follow  are  inexpensive  and 
should  be  useful  for  both  purposes. 

The  Church  in  Rural  Life,  by  David  Edgar  Lindstrom. 
(A  Gish  Fund  Book)  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin, 
111.     50c. 

A  National  Program  for  the  Rural  Church.  New 
York,  Home  Missions  Council,  297  Fourth  Avenue.  1938, 
10c. 

Farmers  in  a  Changing  World  (Yearbook  of  Agricul- 
ture, 1940)  Washington,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Where  the  Grapes  of  Wrath  Are  Stored,  and  The 
Church  and  the  Farm  Situation.  General  Boards, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.  5c 
each. 

Saving  Our  Soil  and  Adrift  on  the  Land.  Public  Af- 
fairs Pamphlets;  Board  of  Christian  Education,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111.     10c  each. 


The  Church  and  Rural  Youth 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 

Any  church  with  a  purpose  to  expand  must  find  ways 
to  put  a  fair  share  of  its  best  young  people  on  the  land. 
Rural  families  are  the  major  source  of  our  future  popu- 
lation. The  Church  of  the  Brethren  needs  more  of  these 
families.     Getting  them  is  a  part  of  our  task. 

It  is  more  difficult  now  for  youth  to  get  a  start  on  the 
land  than  it  used  to  be.  There  are  fewer  farms  avail- 
able. No  new  lands  wait  to  be  settled.  The  number  of 
farm  units  is  decreasing  because  of  the  urgency  of  small 
units  by  reason  of  large  machinery.  This  demand  for 
farms  makes  tenant  contracts  less  favorable  to  the  rent- 
er. Relatively  low  prices  for  farm  products  make  the 
paying  for  a  farm  very  difficult.  High-priced  machin- 
ery makes  the  amount  of  capital  needed  to  start  farm- 
ing much  greater  now  than  in  past  years  when  the  rela- 
tion between  the  prices  that  the  farmer  paid  and  those 
which  he  received  was  more  favorable  to  him.  As  a 
result  of  these  difficulties,  many  parents  and  children 
have  given  up  hope  and  are  turning  to  the  city  where 
they  find  economic  advantage.  The  city  being  unfavor- 
able to  children  automatically  lowers  the  birth  rate,  and 
the  church's  future  is  imperiled. 

To  some  it  would  seem  to  be  a  wise  procedure  for 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  launch  a  movement  (1)  to 
help  keep  on  the  land  the  Brethren  families  who  are 
now  there,  (2)  place  more  Brethren  families  in  rural 
areas,  and  (3)  evangelize  the  nonchurch  dwellers  of 
whom  there  are  millions  in  the  country. 

To  do  this,  adults  and  youth  must  be  enlightened 
through  study  as  to  the  values  involved.  Parents,  teach- 
ers and  ministers  will  need  to  co-operate  in  building 
morale  and  creating  opportunities.  Money,  supervision 
and  farms  must  be  available  to  the  youth  who  give  evi- 
dence of  trustworthiness  and  ability. 

Considerable  study  is  being  made  of  this  problem  by 
the  various  churches  and  rural  life  agencies.  Write  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  for  suggestions  for  study. 
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Rural  Church  Expansion 

By   D.   D.   Funderburg,   Director   of  Adult  Work 

The  countryside  still  remains  the  great  home  mission 
field.  Religion  has  always  thrived  better  in  the  open 
spaces.  Most  of  the  great  religions  had  their  beginnings 
in  the  country. 

Today  there  are  millions  of  rural  dwellers  who  are 
not  churchgoers.  Shifting  populations  have  reduced 
some  strong  churches  to  mere  shadows  of  what  they 
used  to  be.  It  seems  that  many  of  these  congregations 
need  help  in  the  way  of  money  and  supervision  to  carry 
on  a  program  adequate  to  serve  the  new  community. 
Some  of  our  best  mission  opportunities  are  to  be  found 
in  these  old  rural  churches.  Mission  Boards  will  do  well 
not  to  overlook  them  in  their  search  for  opportunities. 

Most  rural  communities  are  still  full  of  people,  but 
often  the  church  has  lost  its  leadership.  This  must 
be  supplied  in  some  way.  Sometimes  a  pastor  paid  by 
a  mission  board  is  the  way  to  supply  this  leadership. 
Sometimes  a  few  resident  free  ministers  or  one  living 
on  the  land  with  partial  support  is  the  best  way. 

Sometimes  a  few  families  of  strong  laymen,  the  kind 
that  our  church  used  to  use  as  deacons,  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  community,  is  the  greatest  need.  It  may 
be  that  churches  should  be  merged  when  one  church 
can  serve  the  community  better  than  two  or  three. 
This  merging  process  may  easily  be  an  expansion  move- 
ment. It  tends  to  make  more  efficient  use  of  the  exist- 
ing leadership.  In  these  merging  experiences  it  may  be 
necessary  to  send  out  a  mission  bus  each  Sunday  to 
gather  in  those  who  need  transportation. 

Our  program  of  expansion  must  adapt  itself  to  pres- 
ent-day conditions  and  needs.  These  are  changing  rap- 
idly and  the  near  future  may  see  even  greater  changes. 
We  must  be  prepared  to  meet  them. 


Schools  for  Rural  Ministers 

By  Alberta  Yoder,  Office  Secretary 
Three  thousand  ministers  in  town  and  country  church- 
es will  attend  special  summer  schools,  institutes  and 
camps  to  be  held  at  theological  seminaries  and  agricul- 
tural colleges  in  the  summer  of  1941,  it  is  announced  by 
Benson  Y.  Landis,  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Town 
and  Country  of  the  Home  Missions  Council  of  North 
America.  Forty-one  schools,  more  than  at  any  previous 
time,  will  provide  "continuing  education  for  the  minis- 
ter in  town  and  country,"  Mr.  Landis  stated. 

The  purposes  of  these  special  educational  offerings 
are  to  help  ministers  become  acquainted  with  tested 
methods  of  town  and  country  church  work,  to  interpret 
trends  of  modern  country  life,  to  promote  fellowship 
among  rural  ministers  and  to  increase  the  contacts  of 
ministers  with  agricultural  leaders. 

The  cost  of  attending  the  schools  is  being  kept  down 
to  an  absolute  minimum.  Charges  are  made  only  for 
board,  room  and  registration,  and  these  costs  range  from 
about  $15  to  $25  for  the  two  weeks'  session.  At  many 
of  the  schools  there  are  special  activities  for  women, 
mainly  for  the  wives  of  ministers. 

For  1941  the  schools  and  institutes  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
are: 

Town-Country  Leadership  Summer  School,  University  of  Wis- 
consin, Madison,  Wis.,  June  30  to  July  11. 

Indiana  Rural  Leaders'  School,  Purdue  University,  LaFayette, 
Ind.,  June  23  to  28. 

Summer  Institute  for  Town  and  Country  Pastors  and  Religious 
Workers,  Washington  State  College,  Pullman,  Wash.,  July  7  to  18. 


God's  Acre 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 
Recently  we  heard  of  a  church  that  decided  to  pay 
certain  debts  which  they  had  on  their  property  by  use 
of  the  God's  Acre  plan. 

The  women  solicited  the  farmers  of  the  congregation 
and  received  the  promise  of  33  acres  to  be  raised  and 
given  to  the  church.  Hybrid  seed  corn  dealers  fur- 
nished the  seed.  At  each  of  the  33  fields  which  con- 
tained a  plot  of  dedicated  corn  the  following  sign  was 

placed:      God's   Acre   Hybrid   Seed   furnished   by   

Company.  Each  farmer  tended  his  own  acre,  saving 
time  and  effort  in  travel  which  would  be  necessary 
when  the  acres  were  in  one  plot.  The  signs  in  33  fields 
also  must  have  been  impressive  to  the  passer-by. 

In  the  autumn  a  God's  Acre  festival  was  planned  at 
the  village.  Each  farmer  brought  his  truck  load  of  corn 
with  sign  attached.  This  made  a  significant  parade. 
The  village  stores  co-operated  in  offering  goods  at  re- 
duced prices  and  free  lunches. 

The  debts  were  paid  and  the  church  and  community 
were  blessed  as  is  always  the  case  when  people  work 
willingly  and  sacrificially  for  Christ.  Then,  too,  we  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  farming  experience  took  on  a  new 
meaning  for  each  farmer  participating.  God  was  in  the 
midst  of  it  all. 


Cornell  Summer  School  for  Town  and  Country  Ministers,  Cor- 
nell University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  July  28  to  Aug.  8. 

Faribault  Summer  School  of  Christian  Education,  St.  Mary's 
Hall  and   Shattuck   School,   Faribault,   Minn.,   July  21   to  Aug.   1. 

Pastors'  Institute,  Divinity  School,  University  of  Chicago,  Chi- 
cago Theological  Seminary,  Disciples  Divinity  House,  Chicago, 
July  29  to  Aug.  9. 

Institute  for  Ministers  in  Service,  Fort  Valley  Institute,  Fort 
Valley,   Ga.      (Date  to  be  announced.) 

Morgan  College,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  2  to  12. 

Sam  Houston  College,  Austin,  Tex.,  April  29  to  May  9. 

Wiley  College,  Marshall,  Tex.,  May  13  to  23. 

Johnson  C.  Smith   University,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  June   16  to  27. 

Gulfside,  Waveland,  Miss.,  June  3  to  13. 

Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  June  17  to  27. 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  July  8  to  18. 

Claftin  College,  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  July  22  to  Aug.  1. 

Bennett  College,  Greensboro,  N.  C,  Aug.  5  to  15. 

Schools  in  which  graduate  credit  is  obtainable  (two  weeks  or 
more )    are  : 

Interdenominational  School  for  Rural  Leaders,  Garrett  Biblical 
Institute,  Evanston,  111.,  June  16  to  July  18. 

Course  on  the  Church  in  Town  and  Country,  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  July  28  to  Aug.  15. 

Pastors'  Summer  School,  Hollister,  Mo.,  Aug.  4  to  15. 

Schools  and  institutes  of  one  week  or  less  are: 

Virginia  Summer  School  for  Rural  Ministers,  Virginia  Poly- 
technic Institute,  Blacksburg,  Va.,  July  7  to  11. 

Rural  Church  Institute,  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.  C,  June 
2  to  7. 

North  Dakota  Summer  School  for  Ministers  and  Ministers' 
Wives,  Jamestown,  N.  Dak.,  July  7  to  11. 

Kentucky  Rural  Leadership  Institute,  College  of  Agriculture, 
Lexington,  Ky.,  May  12  to  16. 

Ministers'  Short  Course  in  Community  Leadership,  South  Da- 
kota State  College,  Brookings,  S.  Dak.,  July  7  to  12. 

Nebraska  Christian  Rural  Fellowship  Institute,  College  of  Ag- 
riculture, Lincoln,  Nebr.,  June  16  to  20. 

Short  Course  for  Town  and  Country  Pastors,  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  Pa.,  June  16  to  20. 

Montana  Summer  School  for  Christian  Workers,  Polytechnic- 
Intermountain    College,    Polytechnic,    Mont.,    Sept.    1    to    5. 

Institute  for  Town  and  Country  Ministers,  Rutgers  University, 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  June  9  to  11. 

Rural  Church  Institute,  Butler  University,  College  of  Religion, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  July  1  to  3. 

Institute  for  Ministers  in  Service,  Tuskegee  Institute,  Tuskegee, 
Ala.     (Date  to  be  announced.) 

Institute  for  Town  and  Rural  Pastors,  Alcorn  A.  &  M.  College, 
Alcorn,  Miss.,  June  9  to  14. 
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Prairie  View  College,  Prairie  View,  Texas,  May  26  to  31. 

Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  June  30  to  July  5. 

Morristown  College,  Morristown,  Term.,  Nov.  3  to  7. 

Conferences  are  announced  as  follows: 

West  Virginia  State  Ministers'  Conference,  Jackson's  Mill,  W. 
Va.,  May  13  to  16. 

New  England  Rural  Church  Workers'  Conference,  Ocean  Park, 
Maine,,  June  23  to  27. 

Rural  Church  and  Community  Conference,  School  of  Religion, 
Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  21  to  26. 

The  camps  are: 

Rural  Ministers'  Summer  Camp  School,  Camp  Ohio,  Utica, 
Ohio,  Prof.  J.  P.  Schmidt,  College  of  Agriculture,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  June  30  to  July  8. 

School  for  Town  and  Country  Pastors,  University  of  Missouri 
Extension  Service,  Columbia,  Mo.    (Date  to  be  announced.) 

Iowa  Rural  Church  Leaders'  Institute,  Camp  Comar,  Iowa,  Prof. 
W.  H.  Stacy,  College  of  Agriculture,  Ames,  Iowa,  July  11  to  18. 


4.  Shall  we  refuse  to  accept  the  new  standards  of 
moral  purity  and  social  welfare?  At  what  points  do  we 
refuse  to  conform? 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

God's  Love  for  the  Lost,  Part  II 

Scripture:     Luke  15:  11-32 
Sunday,  April  13 

I.  Our  Problem 

1.  In  Part  I  of  this  discussion  we  said  that  our  inter- 
est was  to  find  out  what  God  is  like.  We  continue  that 
search  in  this  parable  or  parables. 

2.  We  ourselves  sometimes  find  that  we  have  gone  to 
far  countries  even  within  the  confines  of  the  church. 
Sometimes  we  even  find  ourselves  eating  husks  instead 
of  nourishing  food.  Then  we  wonder  if  we  had  not  bet- 
ter try  to  get  back.  This  parable  gives  us  encourage- 
ment and  direction. 

3.  Today  as  always,  men  and  women,  young  and  old, 
fret  and  chafe  under  restraints  and  disciplines  of  home, 
church  and  state,  and  many  break  away.  This  parable 
may  help. 

4.  Some  people  would  not  be  guilty  of  reckless  waste 
and  immorality,  but  would  indulge  in  selfishness,  jeal- 
ousy and  stubbornness,  making  life  miserable  for  them- 
selves and  all  their  associates. 

5.  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  the  most  divinely  ten- 
der and  most  humanly  touching  story  ever  told  on  our 
earth.    Everyone  should  know  it  well. 

II.  The  Solution 

1.  Consider  that  in  this  parable  of  Jesus  (Luke  15:  11- 
32)  the  young  man  went  as  far  as  possible  from  the  old 
hated  restraints  as  his  carefree  self-will  would  take  him. 
But  still  he  was  not  free. 

2.  He  was  still  subject  to  the  physical,  mental  and  so- 
cial laws  of  the  universe.  There  was  an  end  to  his  reck- 
less spending.  He  was  hungry  in  a  cold  world.  A 
mighty  physical,  mental  and  social  famine  was  his. 

3.  Hardship  brought  him  to  his  senses. 

4.  Common  sense  turned  his  thoughts  and  steps  back 
to  the  father. 

5.  Pride  went  out  as  suffering  came  in. 

6.  He  was  surprised  and  blessed  by  the  unfathomable 
love  of  his  father. 

7.  The  joy,  the  loveliness  and  the  richness  of  the  ex- 
perience were  spoiled  by  the  unloving  brother. 

III.  How  Can  the  Teaching  of  This  Parable  Be  Put  Into 
Practical  Action? 

1.  Shall  we  teach  respect  for  law  and  discipline  in  the 
home,  school,  church?     Suggest  definite  ways. 

2.  Shall  we  resolve  to  bury  our  pride  and  place  our- 
selves at  the  mercy  of  our  father,  confessing  our  sins? 

3.  Shall  we.  check  our  lives  against  that  of  the  elder 
brother  to  see  if  we  may  be  hindering  God's  love  from 
flowing  freely? 


The  School  and  Character  Education 

(Continued  From  Page  19) 

ways  and  mores  of  his  own  group.  In  nearly  all  cases 
he  will  stay  in  that  path,  and  must  therefore  have  their 
accepted  ways  of  doing  things.  He  must  realize  the 
values  of  the  group  he  is  in.  A  good  character  educa- 
tion program  will  include  also  the  alternative  groups 
and  the  principles  they  support.  The  child  must  ex- 
pect oppositions  from  these  people.  He  must  be  willing 
to  make  sacrifices  as  well  as  to  gain  preferment.  He 
must  be  able  to  accept  responsibilities.  If  he  wants  the 
pleasure  of  coasting  down  a  hill,  he,  too,  must  learn  to 
pull  the  sled  up  again. 

One  of  the  greatest  factors  in  character  education 
within  the  school  is  that  of  the  playground.  Dewey 
says:  "Education  is  life."  Does  not  the  playground  fit 
perfectly  into  the  picture?  Honesty,  industry  and  char- 
acter are  developed  by  actually  doing  rather  than  by 
merely  reading  or  hearing  about  something.  If  a  child 
has  learned  to  play,  he  has  learned  most  of  the  prin- 
ciples included  in  good  character  training.  The  ones 
he  has  learned  and  acquired  are  health,  co-operation, 
leadership,  being  a  good  follower,  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  respect  for  public  property,  an  appreciation  of 
the  out  of  doors,  and  self-control.  Play  is  a  develop- 
ment of  skills.  A  young  person  will  learn  these  skills 
quicker  than  an  adult.  It  is  extremely  important  that 
all  learn  how  to  play.  The  person  who  does  not  will 
live  a  tragic  life. 

Character  education  is  a  challenge  to  every  teacher 
and  administrator.  Birmingham  definitely  has  taken 
steps  in  advancement.  Here  they  believe  in  putting  in- 
to practice  the  virtues  learned  at  home  and  at  church, 
in  creating  an  atmosphere  in  which  character  normally 
and  naturally  develops.  An  undisciplined  child  put  un- 
der the  influence  of  right  school  spirit  will  fall  into  line. 
Each  year  the  Birmingham  school  selects  a  slogan. 
Their  first  was  Development  of  Character  Through 
Health,  then  followed  an  emphasis  on  sportsmanship, 
beauty,  thrift,  courtesy,  and  other  objectives.  In  this 
campaign  they  tried  to  interest  the  whole  city  through 
papers,  clubs  and  speakers.  They  crowned  their  cam- 
paign with  the  character  principle  of  self-reliance.  The 
teachers  faded  out  of  the  picture  and  let  the  pupils  come 
to  the  front.  If  Birmingham  has  made  a  success  in 
such  an  attempt,  why  cannot  other  schools  do  the  same 
thing?  Teachers  today  know  more  about  character 
education  than  those  of  several  years  ago.  They  know 
that  lecturing,  scolding,  admonishing  and  preaching  have 
no  marked  effect  on  character.  They  know  also  that  if 
a  child  is  put  in  a  natural  setting  conducive  to  good 
living,  he  will  soon  comply  with  the  rules  of  good  ethics. 

The  development  of  character  is  from  within  and  can 
be  compared  to  the  growth  of  a  plant.  No  wise  gar- 
dener concerns  himself  extremely  with  the  branches, 
leaves  or  fruit.  Instead,  he  sees  that  the  soil  is  right 
and  that  there  are  proper  light  and  moisture.  Nothing 
would  be  more  absurd  than  to  pin  leaves  on  the  plant. 
So  it  is  with  the  child;  we  cannot  pin  character  on  the 
outside.  He  has  to  have  the  right  environment  and  a 
good  character  will  develop. 

Red  Lion,  Pa. 
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Sister  James  A.  Sell 

Sister  Esther  B.  Sell,  wife  of  Elder  James  A.  Sell,  died 
at  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1941.  Her  life  came  to  a 
close  without  pain  and  suffering;  she  cared  for  herself 
to  the  very  last.  To  few  is  it  allotted  that  the  span  of 
life  is  lengthened  to  ninety- 
three  years,  ten  months  and 
eight  days.  And,  seventy- 
six  years  of  that  life  lived 
in  the  service  of  the  Lord, 
but  so  it  was  in  the  life  of 
Sister  Sell. 

She  was  born  in  the  Loop, 
near  Hollidaysburg,  Pa., 
April  3,  1847,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  Stiffler,  a 
pioneer  family  of  Blair 
County.  She  was  one  of 
eleven  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  a  sister 
being  past  ninety-two  years 
of  age,  and  two  brothers 
past  eighty.  Her  parents 
were  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  and 
she,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  united  with  the 
church.  It  was  at  this  time 
that  she  first  met  James  A. 
Sell,  her  future  husband. 
As  she  came  up  out  of  the 

baptismal  waters  Bro.  Sell  was  the  first  to  greet  her,  he 
being  at  that  time  the  youngest  minister  in  the  broth- 
erhood. This  meeting  was  the  beginning  of  an  ac- 
quaintance, which  two  years  later,  Oct.  19,  1867,  ter- 
minated in  marriage. 

It  proved  to  be  a  long,  happy  and  useful  wedded  life 
— together  for  more  than  seventy-three  years  is  the  un- 
usual record.  Last  October,  on  their  anniversary,  they 
were  said  to  be  the  oldest  wedded  couple  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

They  went  to  housekeeping  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa., 
but  after  two  years,  they  established  a  home  at  Leam- 
ersville,  Blair  County,  Pa.,  where  they  lived  for  fifty- 
two  years. 

She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons;  the  youngest,  How- 
ard M.  Sell,  died  Feb.  13,  1938.  Surviving  her  are  Mat- 
thew W.  Sell  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.;  Jesse  C.  and  D. 
Elmer  Sell  of  Altoona,  Pa.  She  is  also  survived  by  thir- 
teen grandchildren  and  twenty-three  great-grandchil- 
dren, and  by  her  ninety-five-year-old  husband,  who  feels 
keenly  the  loss  of  his  longtime  companion. 

Sister  Sell  was  endowed  with  considerable  native 
ability.  Her  education  was  received  in  the  oldtime 
country  school,  but  she  acquired  much  after  school  days 
were  over.  She  had  the  quality  of  leadership.  She  was 
an  organizer,  full  of  energy  and  perseverance.  She  held 
offices  which,  at  that  period  in  our  church  history,  wom- 
en did  not  generally  fill.  She  was  active  in  organizing 
the  first  Sunday  school  in  the  Leamersville  church,  serv- 
ing as  its  superintendent  for  five  years,  and  as  teacher 
in  the  various  departments  for  forty  years. 

She  also  organized  an  aid  society  and  served  as  its 


president  a  number  of  years.  The  society  was  active 
and  purposeful  in  helping  to  build  a  new  church  build- 
ing, and  the  interior  furnishings  of  it  were  supplied  by 
funds  from  the  aid  society. 

She  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  sister  put  on 
the  program  for  an  address  at  a  ministerial  meeting  in 
Middle  Pennsylvania.     Sister  Sell  had  the  gift  of  song. 


She  could  voice  the  psalmist's  words:  "I  will  sing,  yea, 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord."  She  had  a  clear, 
sweet  voice,  which  she  willingly  used  in  leading  the 
music  for  many  years  in  Sunday-school  and  church 
services. 

She  and  Bro.  Sell  often  sang  together.  Their  music 
was  always  appreciated.  It  is  said  that  in  her  last  days 
she  would  sing  snatches  of  hymns. 

Sister  Sell  was  pleasant.  Her  face  readily  lit  up  in 
smiles.  We  remember  "those  sunshine  looks."  She 
was  kindly,  too,  and  had  the  grace  of  hospitality.  Min- 
istering brethren  were  always  entertained  in  the  Sell 
home.  The  sons  could  freely  bring  their  friends  home, 
sure  of  a  hearty  welcome.  Even  the  stranger  found 
lodgment.  The  poor  and  needy,  and  the  beggar  at  the 
gate,  did  not  go  away  empty-handed,  nor  cheerless. 

Like  the  Israelite  women  of  old  she  served  "willing- 
hearted."  It  was  her  joy  to  serve  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  She  was  a  helpmeet  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word 
to  her  minister  husband;  and  to  her  sons,  she  was  a  de- 
voted mother. 

The  years  of  greatest  usefulness  and  strength  were 
given  to  service  in  the  Leamersville  church,  but  her  in- 
terest in  the  activities  of  the  church  never  waned. 

For  sixteen  years  their  residence  was  in  Hollidays- 
burg, until  infirmities  of  age  caused  them  to  break  up 
their  home,  and,  for  two  years  she  and  her  husband  re- 
sided at  the  Morrison  Cove  Home  at  Martinsburg,  where 
she  died. 

Impaired  sight,  hearing  and  memory  marked  the  clos- 
ing years  of  her  life,  yet  she  always  enjoyed  visits  of 
friends  and  relatives. 
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Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Memorial 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Martinsburg,  Feb.  14,  with 
the  following  ministers  officiating:  W.  S.  Long  of  Al- 
toona,  Pastor  A.  R.  Coffman  of  Martinsburg,  F.  J.  Byer 
of  Hollidaysburg,  C.  O.  Beery  of  Clearville  and  T.  F. 
Henry  of  Roaring  Spring. 

Bro.  Long  spoke  from  Gen.  23:  2:  "And  Sarah  died  in 
Kirjath-arba;  the  same  is  Hebron  in  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan; and  Abraham  came  to  mourn  for  Sarah,  and  to 
weep  for  her."  Bro.  Beery  also  spoke,  as  both  he  and 
Bro.  Long  were  associated  for  many  years  with  Elder 
and  Sister  Sell  in  work  in  Middle  Pennsylvania. 

Favorite  hymns  of  Sister  Sell's  were  read  by  different 
ministers:  The  Bright  Forever,  The  Gate  That  Stands 
Ajar,  Oh,  That  Will  Be  Joyful,  and  The  Sinless  Sum- 
merland.  This  last  one  she  and  Bro.  Sell  sang  many 
times  as  a  duet,  in  recent  years. 

Interment  was  in  the  Leamersville  cemetery,  awaiting 
the  first  resurrection,  and  the  reunion  that  shall  follow. 

She  will  never  quite  leave  us, 

This  friend  who  has  passed 
Through  the  shadows  of  death  to 

The   sunlight   above; 
A  thousand  sweet  memories 

Are  holding  her  fast 
To  the  place  which  she  blessed 

With  her  presence  and  love. 


helping  her  minister  husband  shepherd  the  flock.  The 
need  is  for  the  minister  and  wife  who  can  truly  say, 
when  their  work  is  ended,  "We  have  done  that  which 
it  was  our  duty  to  do"  (Luke  17:  10). 

Adel,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Ed  Reiste. 


Clearville,  Pa. 


Mrs.  Sannie  Shelly  Beery. 


The   Minister's   Wife 

As  I  sat  in  a  group  of  some  sixty  women  in  the  inter- 
denominational world  day  of  prayer  service  my  atten- 
tion was  drawn  now  and  then  to  a  flippant  young  lady 
sitting  across  from  me.  She  seemed  very  young.  Her 
face  was  wreathed  in  curls  in  the  latest  "hair  do";  several 
diamond  rings  sparkled  upon  the  soft  white  hands  with 
scarlet  nails.  She  was  wearing  the  latest  style  of  dress. 
Her  skirt  scarcely  more  than  covered  her  knees.  I 
kept  wondering  who  she  was  and  just  where  she  be- 
longed. 

During  tea  I  was  surprised  to  learn  she  was  the  wife 
of  a  prominent  minister  in  this  small  town,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children. 

As  we  sat  sipping  our  tea  I  found  myself  comparing 
this  minister's  wife  with  another  minister's  wife  in  the 
same  room.  This  other  woman  wore  no  curls,  no  dia- 
monds, no  flaming  red  nails.  Her  subdued  apparel  was 
of  the  conservative  type,  yet  neat  and  attractive.  But 
there  was  something  else  that  appealed  to  me.  The 
lines  on  her  face  bespoke  years  of  service,  yet  she  was 
not  so  old. 

I  tried  to  picture  the  flippant  and  fashionable  child- 
like wife  in  sickrooms  doing  humble  tasks  to  make  the 
sick  more  comfortable,  in  the  homes  of  the  less  fortu- 
nate or  slum  district,  sitting  by  the  bedside  of  one  whose 
life  was  slowly  ebbing  away,  comforting  sorrowing 
hearts  bereft  of  a  loved  one,  down  on  her  knees  in 
prayer  with  a  soul  struggling  to  find  Christ  (unmindful 
that  this  might  mean  runners  in  her  sheer,  expensive 
hosiery).  I  tried  to  picture  her  walking  side  by  side 
with  her  husband  in  whatever  the  task  might  be,  or  in 
whatever  trials  and  problems  that  might  occur,  but  I 
failed.  She  did  not  seem  to  belong  to  such  a  life.  It 
took  the  other  minister's  wife  to  fit  into  these  places, 
and  I  found  myself  asking  God  for  a  minister's  wife  like 
her,  one  who  is  willing  to  be  used  for  real  service  in 


The  International  Congress  on  Christian  Education 

To  Be  Held  in  Mexico  Cily,  July  16-20,  1941 

The  International  Congress  on  Christian  Education 
will  be  held  in  times  of  trouble.  It  is  altogether  likely 
that  the  wars  in  Europe  and  Asia  will  continue  beyond 
July,  and  they  may  spread  far  beyond  their  present 
borders.  But  even  if  an  armistice  should  occur  before 
July,  there  will  remain  a  hard  struggle  to  restore  order, 
confidence,  and  normal  commerce  among  the  peoples  of 
the  earth.  And  lasting  peace  can  be  built  only  on  foun- 
dations of  righteousness  in  the  hearts  of  the  people. 

In  the  midst  of  such  conditions,  the  congress  will  be 
a  symbol  of  the  vitality  and  persistence  and  faith  of  the 
followers  of  Christ.  But  it  will  be  more  than  a  symbol, 
for  it  will  aid  in  guiding  and  inspiring  the  forces  of 
Christian  education  around  the  world  as  they  examine 
their  responsibilities  for  helping  the  peoples  of  the  earth 
move  forward  to  a  new  day. 

The  Theme 

Christian  education  and  world  evangelization,  with 
special  reference  to  the  implications  for  Christian  edu- 
cation, today  and  tomorrow,  of  contemporary  world 
conditions. 

The  Purposes 

Three  principal  purposes  are  guiding  the  planning  of 
the  program — 

1.  Deeper  insight  into  the  task,  the  obstacles,  and  the 
opportunities  which  Christian  education  faces  as  it  goes 
forward  with  its  part  in  world  evangelization  today  and 
tomorrow. 

This  deeper  insight  should  result  from — 

(a)  A  re-emphasis  upon  the  eternal  realities  in  the 
Christian  faith. 

(b)  An  examination  of  the  meaning  for  Christian  edu- 
cation of  the  past  achievements  of  Christian  education, 
of  the  trends  of  the  times,  and  of  the  influences  which 
the  world  is  exerting  upon  children,  young  people  and 
adults. 

(c)  A  consideration  of  the  obstacles  and  opportunities 
which  Christian  education  faces  in  helping  to  bring  into 
being  the  kind  of  world  which  Christians  hope  to  have 
tomorrow. 

(d)  An  interchange  among  the  delegates  from  many 
lands  of  their  experience  in  various  aspects  of  Christian 
education. 

2.  Practical  help  for  the  work  at  home. 

The  congress  is  international  in  character  and  will 
have  delegates  from  several  major  sections  of  the  world. 
Its  effort  to  provide  practical  help  will  not,  therefore, 
duplicate  that  of  local  conventions  and  training  schools. 
Instead,  the  congress  will  seek  to  assist  delegates  in  de- 
ciding what  major  emphases  should  have  a  place  in 
Sunday-school  classes  and  elsewhere  where  the  Chris- 
tian religion  is  being  taught.  And  it  will  try  to  point 
to  some  of  the  more  effective  plans  which  may  be  used 
in  extending  and  improving  Christian  education  in  ev- 
ery country. 
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3.  Renewed  inspiration  to  teach  the  Christian  religion 
in  such  a  day  as  this. 

The  prominence  of  evil  in  recent  years  is  dishearten- 
ing, but  the  delegates  to  the  congress  will  find  their 
faith  and  courage  renewed  and  strengthened — 

(a)  By  the  worship,  the  music,  and  the  addresses  in 
the  general  sessions. 

(b)  By  the  helpful  discussions  in  the  sectional  con- 
ferences. 

(c)  By  the  fellowship  with  persons  from  many  lands. 
In  this  fellowship  may  be  found  one  of  the  greatest  val- 
ues of  the  congress. 

The  Program 

In  its  general  sessions,  the  congress  will  deal  with 
such  matters  as  these:  the  past  and  present  achieve- 
ments of  the  forces  of  Christian  religious  education;  the 
pressures  and  problems  of  the  present  day  for  children, 
young  people  and  adults;  the  heart  of  the  Christian  mes- 
sage for  this  day  and  all  days;  a  bird's-eye  view  of 
Christian  education  around  the  world;  and  the  con- 
tribution which  Christian  education  can  make  to  lasting 
and  real  international  peace. 

There  will  be  a  series  of  conferences  on  the  basic 
problems  to  be  faced  today  and  tomorrow  in  the  Chris- 
tian education  of  children,  young  people  and  adults;  and 
another  series  of  conferences  on  Christian  education  in 
such  areas  of  the  world  as:  east  Asia,  the  Philippines, 
North  America,  Latin  America,  Africa  and  the  Near 
East. 

Worship  will  have  a  central  place  in  all  sessions. 

Music,  the  universal  language,  will  unite  all  the  dele- 
gates in  the  bond  of  Christian  love. 

Invitations  and  Registrations 

A  person  interested  in  being  invited  to  attend  the 
congress  is  asked  to  make  known  his  desire  to  his  na- 
tional denominational  secretary  for  Christian  education. 

The  registration  fee  is  $5.  (Checks  should  be  made 
payable  to  and  sent  to  the  World's  Sunday  School  As- 
sociation, 156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.)  Regis- 
tration fees  are  not  returnable.  In  the  event  that  a 
person  finds  it  impossible  to  attend  the  congress,  the 
registration  fee  will  be  retained  by  the  World's  Sunday 
School  Association,  and  applied  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  congress. 

Our  church  has  been  assigned  a  delegation  of  ten 
persons.  Delegates  should  be  representative  church 
leaders  and  should  plan  to  share  the  experiences  of  the 
conference  as  widely  as  possible.  Materials  and  infor- 
mation relating  to  the  conference  will  be  mailed  upon 
request.  For  information  write  to  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  22  South  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

L.  Avery  Fleming, 

Elgin,  111.  General  Secretary. 


Stray  Shots 

Did  the  pastor's  sermon  last  Sunday  tramp  on  your 
toes?  If  so,  do  not  criticize  him;  take  another  seat  next 
time.    Get  your  feet  out  of  the  way. 

Did  you  say  that  you  are  as  good  as  half  of  the  church 
members?  No  doubt  you  are — but  which  half?  Where 
are  they  going?     Do  you  want  to  go  along? 

How  will  you  explain  when  the  day  of  reckoning 
comes,  that  though  you  prayed,  "Thy  kingdom  come," 


as  directed,  yet  on  election  day  you  voted  for  one  whom 
you  knew  to  be  a  political  renegade,  just  because  he 
happened  to  be  on  your  ticket? 

"The  average  lodge  member  is  better  than  the  aver- 
age church  member."  But  remember  the  lodge  is  sup- 
posed to  select  only  good  persons  for  membership,  while 
the  function  of  the  church  is  to  make  good  people  of  the 
bad  ones. 

Anarchists  are  opposed  to  all  laws.  "We  ought  to 
obey  God  rather  than  man"  holds  good  today  as  well  as 
in  the  days  of  St.  Peter,  but  he  who  breaks  a  law  that 
violates  no  moral  principle  just  because  it  does  not  suit 
his  fancy  is  just  that  much  of  an  anarchist. 

Did  you  justify  your  misrepresentation  by  saying  that 
you  were  not  under  oath?  Would  you  have  the  same 
regard  for  your  oath  if  the  penalty  was  removed,  or  you 
were  certain  you  would  not  get  caught? 

Greenville,  111.  John  H.  Nowlan. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Browand-Young. — Sept.  11,  1940,  at  the  home  of  the  under- 
signed, Clyde  Browand  of  Litchfield,  Ohio,  and  Lucile  Young  of 
Wadsworth,   Ohio. — Arthur  L.   Dodge,   Spencer,   Ohio. 

Cogswell-Morris. — In  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Hermosa 
Beach,  Calif.,  on  Feb.  21,  George  Cogswell  and  Elsie  Morris,  both 
of  Hermosa  Beach,  by  the  undersigned. — Galen  K.  Walker,  Her- 
mosa  Beach,   Calif. 

Daniels-Schaad. — Oct.  4,  1940,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned, 
Calvin  H.  Daniels  of  Lodi,  Ohio,  and  Evelyn  A.  Schaad  of  Bur- 
bank,   Ohio. — Arthur   L.   Dodge,   Spencer,   Ohio. 

Smiih-Kreider. — March  9,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, Brother  and  Sister  Jonas  Kreider  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Lester 
M.  Smith  and  Miriam  S.  Kreider. — S.  K.  Wenger,  Rexmont,  Pa. 

Weiss-Krall. — March  1,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned, 
Howard  B.  Weiss  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  Amanda  M.  Krall  of 
Myerstown,  Pa. — S.  K.  Wenger,  Rexmont,  Pa. 


FALLEN  ASLEEP 


Abner,  Minnie,  wife  of  James  Abner,  died  suddenly  at  her 
home  in  Long  Run  on  Dec.  17,  1940,  aged  54  years.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1932.  She  was  a  teacher  of 
the  primary  class  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Eld.  S.  G.  Meyer  and  her  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I. 
Byler,  in  the  Long  Run  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Long  Run 
cemetery. — Mrs.    Helen    Reber,    Bowmanstown,    Pa. 

Armstrong,  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jesse  Pu- 
derbaugh,  was  born  at  Wabash,  Ind.,  Aug.  22,  1860,  and  died  at 
her  home  in  Pomeroy,  Wash.,  Feb.  26,  1941.  When  four  years 
old  she  went  with  her  parents  to  Oskaloosa,  Kans.  When  she 
was  five  her  father  died.  She  was  the  last  surviving  member  of 
her  family.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Thomas  L.  Arm- 
strong, and  to  them  were  born  five  daughters  and  three  sons. 
Two  daughters  preceded  her  in  death.  Her  husband  passed 
away  Jan.  1,  1928.  The  family  moved  from  Kansas  to  Pomeroy 
in  1902.  In  1899  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
For  many  years  she  lived  where  she  could  not  attend  the  church 
of  her  choice,  but  she  remained  faithful  to  the  church  she  dearly 
loved.  She  read  her  Bible  and  committed  to  memory  many 
verses.  She  had  a  sunny  disposition  and  spread  cheer  wherever 
she  went.  It  was  the  writer's  happy  privilege  to  have  learned 
to  know  her  and  to  admire  her  faith  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren despite  her  isolation.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Pom- 
eroy by  Rev.  James  O.  McGahey.  Interment  was  in  the  city 
cemetery  at  Pomeroy. — A.  R.  Fike,  Moscow.   Idaho. 

Beach,  Annie,  wife  of  John  M.  Beach,  residing  for  the  past 
nine  years  near  Martinsburg,  died  at  the  Nason  hospital  March 
5.  She  had  been  ill  the  past  two  months  and  was  admitted  to 
the  hospital  two  weeks  ago.  Mrs.  Beach  was  born  at  Millers- 
town  on  July  4,  1872,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  Bollinger 
Falknor,  and  was  married  to  Mr.  Beach  on  Jan.  30,  1894.  For 
many  years  they  resided  near  Saxton,  later  moving  to  Roaring 
Spring,  and  finally  settling  on  a  farm  near  Martinsburg  now 
occupied  by  their  son.  Some  time  ago  they  had  a  sale  and  went 
to  make  their  home  with  their  daughter  in  Williamsburg.  Mrs. 
Beach  was  a  member  of  the  Memorial  Church  of  the  Brethren 
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at  Martinsburg.  Surviving  are  the  husband,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters,  twenty  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Services  at  the  home  of  her  son  at  Roaring  Spring  were  in  charge 
of  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery, 
Martinsburg. — Mrs.  Ray  Miller,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Clapper,  Harry  K.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  Kegarise  Clap- 
per, was  born  in  Yellow  Creek,  Pa.,  March  3,  1868,  and  died  Jan. 
4,  1941.  His  wife  was  Anna  Creps,  who  preceded  him  in  death 
five  years  ago.  He  was  a  deacon,  church  treasurer  for  a  number 
of  years  and  teacher  of  the  Willing  Workers  class.  Bro.  Clap- 
per was  a  regular  attendant  at  church  and  was  always  ready  to 
serve  in  any  way  he  could.  He  is  survived  by  four  sons,  five 
daughters,  twenty  grandchildren,  six  great-grandchildren  and 
four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Yellow 
Creek  church  by  Eld.  D.  I.  Pepple,  assisted  by  Eld.  Paul  Dilling. 
Interment  was  in  the  Steele  cemetery. — Mrs.  Bertha  Snyder, 
Hopewell,    Pa. 

Clark,  Laure,  died  at  Staunton  on  Jan.  23,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four years.  She  was  baptized  thirteen  years  ago,  and  was 
faithful  to  her  church.  She  attended  services  as  long  as  health 
permitted.  Funeral  services  at  Mount  Joy  were  in  charge  of  our 
pastor,  Sister  S.  B.  Broughman,  assisted  by  Bro.  O.  L.  Bryan. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Alvin  Walker,  Bu- 
chanan,  Va. 

Deener,  Rosa  M.,  daughter  of  the  late  David  Henry  Clay  and 
Mary  Daniel  Deener,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Jan.  11,  1941.  She  was  born  July  24,  1871,  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Md.,  but  for  the  last  fifteen  years  resided  in 
Pittsburgh.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Surviving  are  one  son,  one  daughter,  five  grand- 
children, one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Brownsville  church  by  Pastor  Roy  K.  Miller,  with 
interment  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Martin, 
Brunswick,   Md. 

Ditto,  Scott,  aged  78  years,  died  March  5,  at  his  home  in  Welsh 
Run.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  church. 
He  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren,  one 
brother  and  two  sisters.  Services  in  the  Welsh  Run  church  were 
in  charge  of  Brethren  William  Hunsberger  and  Clarence  Huns- 
berger.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — John  D. 
Martin,    Mercersburg,    Pa. 

Eikenberry,  Joseph,  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Peters  Eikenberry,  was  born  Jan.  1,  1857, 
in  Franklin  County,  Va.  When  eight  years  old  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  near  Eaton,  Ohio.  A  few  years  later  they  moved 
near  Painter  Creek.  In  1883  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Four- 
man,  with  whom  he  lived  a  long  and  prosperous  life,  lacking 
only  about  four  months  of  reaching  their  golden  wedding  anni- 
versary. His  wife  passed  away  on  Sept.  17,  1932.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  About  1894  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  a  liberal  giver  to  the 
various  church  projects,  and  a  regular  attendant  at  Sunday- 
school  and  church  services  even  after  his  eyesight  had  failed 
and  his  feet  needed  guidance  by  others.  In  his  younger  days 
he  stored  away  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  He  was  quite  re- 
sourceful and  helpful  in  the  class  of  elderly  men,  of  which  he 
was  the  oldest.  He  passed  away  suddenly  while  sitting  in  his 
chair  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  on  Feb.  16,  1941.  He  leaves 
six  children,  two  sisters,  five  brothers,  thirty-two  grandchildren 
and  sixteen  great-grandchildren.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Pastor  Roy  Honeyman  from  the  Painter  Creek  church. 
— Levi  Minnich,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Etter,  Elmer,  aged  66  years,  died  Feb.  10,  1941,  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter  near  Fort  Loudon,  Pa.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Welsh  Run  congregation  most  of  his  life.  He  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  four  brothers,  one  sister  and  five  grandchildren. 
Services  at  the  Upton  church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  M.  B. 
Mentzer  and  Edgar  Landis.  Burial  was  in  the  Greencastle  ceme- 
tery.— John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Frederick,  Rebecca,  daughter  of  the  late  William  and  Mary 
Ann  Hinton,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  on  July  23,  1889, 
and  died  at  her  home  near  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  on  Jan.  4,  1941. 
The  end  came  as  a  result  of  a  heart  condition  and  complications; 
she  had  been  in  failing  health  for  several  years.  Her  husband, 
Bro.  Andrew  S.  Frederick,  preceded  her  in  death  six  years  ago. 
Sister  Frederick  united  with  the  church  early  in  life  and  lived  a 
quiet,  unassuming  Christian  life.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
women's  Bible  class  and  attended  services  when  health  per- 
mitted. She  is  survived  by  two  daughters  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  in  the  Roaring  Spring  church  were  in  charge  of 
Pastor  T.  F.  Henry,  assisted  by  Eld.  Joseph  Clapper  of  Yellow 
Creek.  Interment  was  in  the  Diehl's  Cross  Roads  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Lena  M.   Hoover,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Green,  Rae  Yingling,  wife  of  Arthur  L.  Green,  Graceham,  Md., 
died  at  the  Frederick  City  hospital,  Feb.  28,  1941.  Besides  her 
husband  she  is  survived  by  two  small  daughters,  her  parents, 
two  sisters  and  two  brothers.  She  was  twenty-nine  years  old. 
She  became  a  member  of  the  Thurmont  church  after  her  mar- 
riage. She  was  very  active,  being  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D., 
vice-president  of  the  ladies'  aid  society  and  treasurer  of  the  la- 
dies' Bible  class.  She  was  always  kind  and  thoughtful  of  oth- 
ers. Her  very  presence  was  an  inspiration.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Thurmont  church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  Kurtz, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Elmer  Schildt.  Interment  was  in  the  Blue 
Ridge  cemetery,  Thurmont.— Mrs.  Strofford  Lawyer,  Thurmont, 
Md. 


Grimm,  George  Brown,  aged  78  years,  son  of  the  late  Abra- 
ham and  Martha  Jennings  Grimm,  died  at  his  home  near  Sandy 
Hook,  Jan.  27,  1941,  of  complications.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  one  daughter, 
two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Brownsville  church  by  Bro.  John  W.  Bowlus  and  Bro.  Roy 
K.  Miller.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Blanche  D.   Martin,  Brunswick,  Md. 

Hackman,  Jeremiah  S.,  son  of  the  late  Eld.  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth Stauffer  Hackman  of  Oregon,  Pa.,  was  born  Nov.  30,  1885, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
Jan.  5,  1941.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  one  son  and  one 
brother.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Zook  Hackman,  preceded  him  in 
death  in  1926.  Bro.  Hackman  was  baptized  in  1875,  and  called 
to  the  deacon's  office  in  1914.  For  many  years  he  served  the 
church  as  treasurer  and  trustee.  He  was  always  faithful  and 
efficient  in  these  capacities.  Services  were  at  the  Elizabethtown 
church  in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted  by  Brethren  R.  W. 
Schlosser  and  Ralph  R.  Frey.  Interment  was  in  the  Mt.  Tunnel 
cemetery. — M.  Clyde  Horst,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Hamm,  Marvin,  son  of  Charles  and  Sadie  Hamm,  was  born 
near  Jasper,  Mo.,  and  passed  away  March  3,  1941,  at  the  age  of 
15  years,  1  month  and  22  days.  A  sophomore  in  the  Jasper 
high  school,  Marvin  was  held  in  high  esteem  there.  For  some 
time  he  had  been  afflicted.  He  was  always  cheerful,  however, 
and  while  in  the  Brooks  hospital  won  the  affection  of  doctors 
and  nurses.  On  Nov.  26,  1939,  he  was  baptized  in  the  Jasper 
church.  The  clouds  hung  low  over  his  physical  life,  but  his 
spiritual  life  was  sunshine.  He  leaves  his  father  and  mother,  one 
brother  and  one  sister.  The  funeral  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed was  in  the  church  in  Jasper.  Burial  was  in  the  Hendrix 
cemetery. — A.  W.  Adkins,  Cabool,  Mo. 

Harrington,  Mary  Bowman,  wife  of  the  late  Richard  Harring- 
ton, departed  this  life  Feb.  8,  1941.  She  was  born  July  7,  1864, 
in  a  time  of  national  crisis  and  lived  to  hear  the  rumblings  of 
what  may  be  even  a  greater  crisis  for  our  country.  In  her  early 
girlhood  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was 
faithful  to  her  professed  faith  to  the  end.  For  more  than  three- 
score and  ten  years  the  quiet  deeds  of  her  life  and  the  radiance 
of  her  personality  reflected  the  extreme  opposite  of  the  turbu- 
lent world  of  which  she  heard  much  and  saw  so  little.  The  gra- 
ciousness  of  her  manner  was  a  shield  from  many  a  storm.  She 
is  survived  by  four  children,  four  grandchildren  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment 
was  in  the  Niota  cemetery. — John  B.  White,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Hawbaker.  Jacob,  aged  70  years,  died  Jan.  31,  1941,  at  his 
home  in  Welsh  Run,  two  weeks  after  his  wife  died.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sons,  three  daughters,  one  brother,  four  sis- 
ters and  eighteen  grandchildren.  Services  in  the  Welsh  Run 
church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  William  Hunsberger  and  Al- 
bert Niswander.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Hawbaker,  Mary,  aged  69  years,  died  Jan.  13  at  the  home  of 
her  son  in  Welsh  Run.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  church. 
She  is  survived  by  three  sons,  three  daughters  and  eighteen 
grandchildren.  Services  in  the  Welsh  Run  church  were  in 
charge  of  Brethren  William  Hunsberger  and  Albert  Niswander. 
Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — John  D. 
Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Leslie,  Daniel  B.,  died  Feb.  6  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Shreve- 
port,  La.,  after  four  weeks'  illness.  He  was  born  in  Goshen, 
Ind.,  nearly  eighty-nine  years  ago.  For  the  last  eighteen  years 
he  had  resided  in  Shreveport,  and  since  the  death  of  his  wife  in 
1937,  had  lived  with  his  son  in  this  city.  Isolated  from  immediate 
contacts  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  he  looked  eagerly 
for  the  coming  of  the  church  paper  and  read  it  with  interest. 
Surviving  are  five  sons,  three  daughters  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Osborn  funeral  home  in  Shreveport 
in  charge  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  pastor  of  the  Cadda  Heights  Bap- 
tist church.  Burial  was  in  the  Greenwood  cemetery. — Mrs.  Dan 
B.  Leslie,   Shreveport,  La. 

Marshall,  Oscar  Lee,  died  at  his  home  in  Hooversville,  Pa.,  on 
Feb.  20,  1941,  at  the  age  of  67  years,  5  months,  and  27  days. 
He  leaves  his  widow,  Ida  Berkey  Marshall,  two  sons  and  one 
granddaughter.  Two  daughters  and  one  son  preceded  him  in 
death.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  at  the 
home  in  Hooversville.  Burial  was  in  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Sons 
of  America  cemetery  near  Hooversville. — N.  H.  Blough,  Davids- 
ville,   Pa. 

Middaugh,  Andrew  H.,  was  born  near  Millersburg,  Ohio,  the 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Susanna  Middaugh,  and  died  at  his  home 
near  Louisville,  Feb.  24,  1941.  On  Feb.  12,  1885,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Hannah  Matilda  Swoveland.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  them.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1914  and  died  in  that  faith.  As  long  as  health  per- 
mitted he  was  a  regular  attendant  at  church.  His  last  sickness 
extended  over  a  period  of  more  than  two  years.  There  remain 
his  widow,  two  daughters,  three  sons,  thirteen  grandchildren,  ten 
great-grandchildren  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Center  church  in  charge  of  Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Jennie  Weyand,  Louisville, 
Ohio. 

Miller,  Mary,  died  Jan.  9,  1941,  aged  66  years  and  4  days.  She 
lived  in  the  Welsh  Run  congregation  most  of  her  life.  She  is  sur- 
vived by   her  husband,   one  son   and   one  daughter.     Services  in 
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the  Mercersburg  church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  Edgar  Lan- 
dis  and  A.  M.  Dixon.  Burial  was  in  the  Mercersburg  cemetery. 
— John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Ness,  Albert  S.,  son  of  Eld.  Christian  Ness,  was  born  May  5, 
1860,  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Dunkard 
Valley  after  a  short  illness,  at  the  age  of  80  years,  8  months  and 
21  days.  Surviving  are  two  daughters,  one  son,  one  brother  and 
one  sister.  Services  were  conducted  from  Riedels  funeral  home 
with  Bro.  George  Keeny  of  the  Brethren  Church  and  J.  L.  Myers 
of  the  Dunkard  Brethren  Church  officiating.  Interment  was  in 
Blymire's  cemetery  near  Dallastown. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dal- 
lastown,  Pa. 

Sauble,  Emma  Amanda,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  grand- 
daughter in  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  on  Jan.  9,  1941,  as  a  result  of  a 
paralytic  stroke  occurring  on  Dec.  24,  1940.  She  had  been  in 
failing  health  for  the  past  several  years.  She  was  aged  80  years, 
9  months  and  8  days.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Augustus 
Henry  and  Hannah  Pfoutz  Williar  and  was  the  last  member  of 
her  family.  She  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Peter  G.  Sauble,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  sixteen  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  one 
granddaughter  and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  She  was  a 
lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  home  and  the  church  in  Union  Bridge,  Bro. 
Joseph  Bowman  officiating,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  J.  John  and  Bro. 
Daniel  Englar.  Interment  was  in  the  Beaver  Dam  cemetery. — 
Helen  P.  McDaniel,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Stark,  Mary,  widow  of  George  Stark,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1863, 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  Ness  and  wife.  She  died  Feb.  26,  1941, 
after  a  prolonged  illness,  a  few  days  of  which  she  was  bedfast. 
Surviving  are  two  daughters,  two  grandchildren  and  two  sis- 
ters. She  will  be  remembered  by  many  as  a  cheerful,  helpful 
mother.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  her  home  in  Logan- 
ville  by  Brethren  S.  C.  Godfrey  and  Obed  Fry. — Mary  A.  Leh- 
man, Dallastown,  Pa. 

Treesh,  Eva  Jackson,  daughter  of  Willard  and  Rebecca  Jack- 
son, was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  13.  1874,  and  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  her  stepson  at  Garrett,  Ind.,  Jan.  22,  1941. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Harvey  of  Garrett,  Ind.,  on 
Oct.  10,  1894.  To  this  union  were  born  two  daughters,  who  sur- 
vive. John  Harvey  passed  away  in  1910.  In  1931  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Edward  Treesh  of  Auburn,  Ind.  He  died  in  1936. 
Two  sisters  survive.  Sister  Treesh  united  with  the  Auburn 
church  in  1932  and  lived  a  consecrated  Christian  life.  Her  frail 
health  kept  her  from  doing  many  things  she  would  like  to  have 
done.  She  was  a  loyal  mother,  neighbor  and  friend.  Services 
at  the  home  were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Flory,  and  at  the  Au- 
burn church  by  the  writer,  her  pastor,  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  F. 
Morris.  Burial  was  in  the  Union  cemetery  near  Garrett,  Ind.— 
Mrs.  Goldie  Killion,  Auburn,   Ind. 

Walsh,  Mrs.  Emma,  died  at  the  St.  Joseph  hospital,  Aurora, 
111.,  March  3,  1941.  She  was  born  Feb.  14,  1863,  at  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land, and  spent  her  early  life  in  and  about  London.  She  came 
to  this  country  in  1914  with  three  of  her  children,  and  most  of 
the  time  resided  with  her  daughter  in  Batavia.  She  was  em- 
ployed for  twenty-three  years  at  Mooseheart,  a  home  for  chil- 
dren. She  resigned  her  position  there  in  1938.  She  is  survived 
by  her  immediate  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
eighteen  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren.  One  son 
is  in  London.  She  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Women  of  the 
Moose,  Batavia.  Since  1926  she  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  which  she  served  faithfully.  Funeral  services  at 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the 
undersigned.  Interment  was  in  the  East  Batavia  cemetery. — 
David  R.  Landis,  Batavia,  111. 

Webber,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Lozenza  and  Anna  Himes 
Phillips,  was  born  near  Weverton,  Md.,  May  7,  1902,  and  died 
at  the  Schnauffer  hospital  in  Brunswick,  Jan.  9,  1941,  after  a 
short  illness.  Early  in  her  teens  she  joined  the  church  and  re- 
mained faithful.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Russel  M. 
Webber,  Dec.  15,  1922.  To  this  union  six  sons  were  born.  Her 
mother  and  two  sons  preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  her 
husband,  four  sons,  her  father,  two  brothers  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Brownsville  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller.  Interment  was  in 
the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Martin,  Brunswick, 
Md. 

Woods,  Clara,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Garver  Pittenger, 
was  born  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  15,  1863,  and  died  at  her 
late  home  in  Spencer,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1941.  On  Dec.  28,  1886,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  M.  Woods,  who  died  in  1904. 
Two  children  were  born  to  this  union,  a  son  who  preceded  his 
mother  in  death  by  nearly  six  months,  and  a  daughter,  Beulah, 
who  served  on  the  India  mission  field  for  a  time.  Surviving 
also  are  a  sister,  a  brother,  a  granddaughter  and  a  great-grand- 
son. Sister  Woods  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Black 
River  congregation.  Services  were  at  the  Black  River  church 
by  the  writer,  and  interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — 
Arthur  L.   Dodge,   Spencer,  Ohio. 

Zappe,  Leah  M.,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Moyer  Gauby, 
was  born  at  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  Jan.  6,  1855,  and  died  at  Washing- 
ton, Kans.,  Feb.  25,  1941.  In  September  1879  she  married  Levi  F. 
White.  In  the  spring  of  1880  they  moved  to  Washington,  Kans., 
with  her  parents  and  families.  Mr.  White  died  July  9,  1882,  and 
left  her  with  an  infant  daughter.  He  was  the  first  person  to  be 
buried  in  the  Merkey  cemetery  east  of  Washington.     In  August 


1888  she  was  married  to  H.  A.  Wade,  who  died  May  3,  1891,  and 
left  her  with  an  infant  son.  On  Oct.  17,  1893,  she  married  Otto  F. 
Zappe.  She  and  her  husband  were  baptized  in  June  1895  by  Eld. 
Humphrey  Talhelm.  The  next  year  he  was  elected  deacon. 
Bro.  Zappe  died  Nov.  23,  1932.  An  invalid  for  several  years, 
Sister  Zappe  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  daughter  and  hus- 
band. Also  surviving  are  the  son  and  six  grandchildren.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  in  the  Brethren  church  by  Rev.  George 
Sunstrum  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  church. — Martin  D.  Gauby, 
Washington,  Kans. 

Zirkle,  Maria  Ann,  was  born  Feb.  12,  1854,  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.  Her  father  was  A.  H.  Brubaker.  In  1873  she  united  with 
the  Christian  Church.  By  reading  her  Bible  she  was  led  to  unite 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1875.  She  often  said  that  in 
reading  the  Word  she  found  she  could  not  obey  some  commands 
in  other  churches  as  she  could  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  married  B.  G.  Zirkle  in  1875,  and  to  them  eight  children 
were  born.  They  moved  to  Howell  County,  Mo.,  in  1913.  She 
was  a  faithful  worker  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  as  well  as  in  the  activ- 
ities of  the  church,  and  was  a  cheerful  giver  to  the  work.  She 
was  sick  but  a  short  time  with  erysipelas  followed  by  a  stroke. 
She  passed  away  Feb.  4.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Bro. 
P.  L.  Fike  in  the  Peace  Valley  church.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery   near   by. — Mrs.   Ethel  Broyles,   West  Plains,   Mo. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Fresno. — A  recent  letter  from  Sister  Forest  Eisenbise  tells  us 
that  Bro.  Eisenbise  is  very  busy  with  relief  work  in  China,  while 
she  is  finding  her  days  quite  full  in  La  Verne.  Our  substitute 
pastor,  Bro.  Glenn  Harmon,  has  organized  a  Junior  Hi-Y  and  a 
number  of  boys  are  becoming  interested.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  C. 
Ernest  David  spoke  at  both  morning  and  evening  services,  his 
topics  being  Seek  Peace  and  Pursue  It,  and  The  Brethren  Mo- 
bilize for  Peace.  He  gave  a  special  talk  to  the  young  people  on 
A  Charter  for  Nonconformity.  When  our  men's  brotherhood 
sponsored  the  redecoration  of  our  church  auditorium  they  started 
something.  Since  then  the  young  people  and  the  young  married 
people  have  refinished  their  respective  rooms.  New  linoleum 
has  been  laid  in  the  mothers'  room,  this  being  made  possible  by 
the  Alpha  Gamma  girls  and  the  women's  auxiliary;  and  a  new 
rug  has  appeared  upon  the  floor  of  the  nursery  classroom.  Va- 
rious committees  gave  encouraging  reports  at  our  council  on 
March  3.  The  women's  auxiliary  circles  have  been  studying 
China  and  report  that  four  boxes  of  clothing  have  been  mailed 
to  that  country.  The  women  voted  $10  toward  placing  a  pastor 
and  his  wife  in  the  migrant  field.  Miss  Inez  Green,  a  mission- 
ary unable  to  return  to  China,  gave  a  most  interesting  talk 
about  the  girls'  school  where  she  worked.  If  the  intermediate 
department  keeps  growing  it  will  require  larger  quarters.  The 
young  people  have  had  two  very  successful  skating  parties  since 
the  first  of  the  year,  clearing  a  considerable  sum  for  their  treas- 
ury. At  the  public  forum  the  adult  Christian  Endeavor  has 
been  discussing  important  problems  such  as  the  migratory  prob- 
lem. All  departments  have  completed  a  mission  study  project. 
Last  Sunday  the  superintendent  referred  us  to  the  record  which 
read  "Attendance  Today  202 — A  Year  Ago  140."  Diamond  Hart- 
man  was  relicensed  to  preach  for  another  year.  He  and  his 
family  are  doing  a  worth-while  work  at  Palm  Mission,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Fresno.  It  was  decided  to  make  plans  for  evan- 
gelistic meetings.— Mrs.  Elmer  Erdman,  Fresno,   Calif.,  March  4. 

Macdoel. — At  our  council  held  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  16  we 
elected  Pastor  Lester  Huffman  as  our  Brethren  Service  secretary 
to  take  charge  of  raising  funds  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  during  the  Easter 
season.  A  committee  was  elected  to  plan  an  Easter  program. 
We  are  to  have  in  our  homes  and  in  our  church  Sister  Martha 
Shick  during  the  month  of  April. — Mrs.  Virgil  Holbrook,  Mac- 
doel,  Calif.,   March   4. 

Illinois 

Walnut  Grove. — At  the  council  meeting  held  on  Feb.  8  Bro. 
Howard  Ridgely  was  selected  as  local  peace  adviser.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  sectional  meeting  will  be  held  here  April  6.  Bro.  A.  C. 
Wieand  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Good  Friday  services  for  the 
township  are  being  planned.  The  date  for  our  love  feast  is 
April  12,  at  7:30  P.  M. — Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing.  Calhoun,  111., 
March    10. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  Feb.  26  we 
planned  to  have  pre-Easter  meetings,  and  a  sunrise  service,  the 
ministerial  board  to  arrange  definite  plans.  We  also  planned  for 
our  Homecoming  Day  next  September.  The  motion  picture,  The 
Life  of  Christ,  will  be  in  our  church  March  20,  21  and  22.  At  the 
special  district  meeting  held  in  this  church  on  Jan.  17,  plans 
were  made  to  participate  in  the  peace  and  Civilian  Public 
Service  project.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman,  is  district 
promotional  secretary  and  peace  director.  The  church  exceeded 
its  quota  of  $600  for  general  mission  work  for  the  year;  we  hope 
to  do  as  well  for  peace  and  relief  work.  There  is  a  good  interest 
in  all  departments  of  church  work,  and  church  attendance  has 
been  on  the  increase.  The  young  people  have  an  active  organi- 
zation and  are  co-operating  in  a  splendid  way  in  the  entire 
church  program.  They  are  now  planning  an  exchange  of  pro- 
grams with  a  neighboring  group.     Recently  two  were  baptized, 
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and  two  received  by  letter. — Mrs.  A.  P.  Musselman,  Anderson, 
Ind.,  March  11. 

Mexico. — At  the  recent  monthly  council  two  letters  were 
granted.  Eld.  Harley  Fisher  was  chosen  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference;  Bro.  L.  E.  Ockerman,  alternate.  A  special  offering 
was  taken  on  Feb.  16  to  help  finance  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.  The  church  decided  to  have  a  spring  love  feast  on  May  3. 
The  local  churches  are  planning  pre-Easter  services  and  a  Good 
Friday  service.  The  choir  is  preparing  some  songs  for  the 
Easter  morning  service.  The  Flora  church  will  give  an  Easter 
cantata  in  the  evening.  Our  church  has  been  added  to  the  sev- 
enty-five per  cent  Messenger  -club. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico, 
Ind.,  March   10. 

Middlelown. — We  met  in  council  recently,  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
J.  A.  Miller,  as  moderator.  There  was  not  much  business  trans- 
acted. On  Feb.  21  the  Sunshine  class  had  a  supper  meeting  at 
the  church.  Bro.  Russell  Showalter  of  Anderson  gave  a  good 
talk  on  What  Is  in  a  Name?  The  members  of  this  class  meet  in 
the  homes  every  two  weeks  and  every  three  months  invite  any- 
one who  wishes  to  attend.  Our  aid  society  is  doing  good  work. 
At  a  market  on  the  first  of  March  the  women  cleared  over  $19, 
and  at  an  earlier  one,  $16.  Sister  Ordel  Wagner  is  the  president. 
We  shall  not  send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. — Florida 
Green,   Middletown,    Ind.,    March   9. 

Upper  Deer  Creek. — On  Jan.  19  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet 
gave  a  program  highlighted  by  a  talk  which  Lester  Young  gave 
concerning  his  experiences  in  Europe.  On  Feb.  28  our  church 
participated  in  a  World  Day  of  Prayer  observance  in  which  the 
entire  township  took  part.  On  March  1  we  met  in  quarterly 
council.  Since  there  was  little  regular  business  to  transact,  our 
elder,  Bro.  H.  U.  Fisher,  talked  to  us  about  the  way  we  should 
conduct  our  lives  during  the  perilous  times  in  which  we  are  liv- 
ing. We  discussed  the  two  modes  of  training  open  to  conscien- 
tious objectors.  We  decided  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  because  of  the  expense  it  would  incur.  We  are 
grateful  that  we  can  qualify  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  cent  club  this  year. — Anna  Margaret  Murphy,  Wal- 
ton, Ind.,  March  5. 

Iowa 

Beaver. — During  the  winter  our  church  co-operated  with  the 
high  school  in  showing  various  educational  films.  One  reel  was 
on  the  poisoning  effects  of  alcohol,  one  on  temperance  and  three 
on  Africa.  On  a  Sunday  evening  our  community  4-H  group  gave 
us  an  excellent  program.  On  Dec.  22  the  Sunday  school  pre- 
sented the  play,  Going  Home  for  Christmas.  On  Jan.  12  Sister 
Nettie  Senger  spoke  at  the  morning  worship  hour,  and  showed 
slides  on  China  in  the  evening.  On  Jan.  26  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had 
charge  of  the  evening  service.  On  Jan.  28  the  men's  work  had 
the  annual  pancake  and  sausage  supper.  On  Feb.  26  we  had  a 
farewell  party  for  those  moving  from  our  community.  In  March 
we  expect  to  have  a  get-acquainted  party  for  those  who  had 
moved  in.  On  March  2  Sister  Senger  was  again  with  us,  this 
time  at  the  request  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  She  gave  a  message  at 
both  morning  and  evening  services,  and  at  six  o'clock  went  to 
a  home  and  served  a  Chinese  supper  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On 
March  9  our  elder,  D.  D.  Fleishman,  was  present  for  our  spring 
business  meeting.  We  decided  to  have  our  love  feast  at  the 
close  of  our  revival  meeting.  On  the  evening  of  March  9  we 
recalled  our  service  and  went  to  the  special  district  conference 
at  the  Panther  Creek  church. — Mrs.  S.  K.  Powers,  Beaver,  Iowa, 
March  12. 

Des  Moines  City. — Among  the  items  of  business  considered  in 
semiannual  council  meeting  on  March  3  was  the  decision  to 
extend  to  Brother  and  Sister  S.  L.  Shenton  the  call  to  work  with 
us  for  another  five-year  period.  They  have  accepted  the  call. 
The  work  in  Des  Moines  is  in  better  spiritual  condition  than  it 
has  been  for  many  years.  We  have  an  extensive  and  active 
young  people's  program  which  is  proving  a  great  blessing  to 
many  in  Des  Moines  and  surrounding  communities.  Some  of  the 
young  people  are  passing  out  gospel  tracts  on  Sunday  after- 
noons; others  visit  the  sick  and  shut-ins;  and  still  others  go  to 
the  County  Farm,  nursing  homes  and  other  places  to  sing  the 
gospel  message.  Our  pastor  and  wife  are  ready  to  accompany 
the  groups  and  to  use  their  car.  Recently  the  choir  visited  the 
Girls'  Industrial  School  at  Mitchellville,  Iowa,  where  they  held  a 
worship  service.  We  have  an  active  Sunday  school.  Our  aver- 
age attendance  thus  far  in  1941  has  been  146.  During  this  time 
we  have  been  participating  in  a  Bible  reading  contest.  The  at- 
tendance at  our  prayer  meeting  is  larger  than  it  has  been  at  any 
time  since  the  organization  of  the  church.  Early  in  December 
we  entertained  Miss  Nettie  Senger,  missionary  to  China  since 
1916.  She  used  slides  in  reporting  her  work  in  that  country. 
We  are  also  looking  forward  to  having  her  with  us  again  on 
March  9.  The  fact  that  one  of  our  members,  Pauline  Abuhl,  has 
been  accepted,  and  is  planning  to  sail  for  service  in  Africa  in  the 
summer  or  early  fall,  is  cause  for  rejoicing  among  the  mission- 
ary-minded members  of  our  group.  This  is  the  first  missionary 
who  has  ever  gone  out  from  the  Des  Moines  City  church.  At 
present  she  is  taking  some  special  language  work  at  the  New 
York  Biblical  Seminary.  The  Christmas  season  was  duly  cele- 
brated by  a  children's  program  in  the  morning  and  a  cantata  by 
the  choir  in  the  evening  of  Dec.  22.  Baskets  of  food  were  dis- 
tributed to  needy  families  and  shut-ins.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we 
had  a  watch  night  service  with  talks  by  students  at  home  for 
the  holidays,  special  music,  a  sermon  by  the  pastor,  consecra- 
tion prayers  by  members  of  the  congregation,  a  short  fellowship 


hour  and  refreshments.  We  are  rejoicing  that  Bro.  George 
Goughnour  has  been  permitted  to  be  present  again  after  two  op- 
erations on  his  eye  and  the  loss  of  one  eye. — Dorothy  M.  Smith- 
son,   Des   Moines,   Iowa,   March  6. 

Greene. — Feb.  23  was  a  full  day.  The  people  of  the  Christian 
church  met  with  us  during  the  worship  hour,  after  which  we  had 
a  basket  dinner  in  the  dining  room.  In  the  afternoon  we  met 
for  council  meeting.  Several  resignations  were  reluctantly 
accepted.  The  church  and  community  are  expressing  regrets 
that  Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  and  son  are  moving  to 
Fredericksburg,  and  that  the  Ray  Swab  family  is  moving  to 
California.  There  has  been  much  interest  shown  in  our  wom- 
en's work  meetings  during  the  year.  "The  work  must  go  on" 
was  the  sentiment  expressed  at  the  council  meeting. — Mrs. 
Ed  Eikenberry,   Greene,  Iowa,  March   5. 

Maryland 
Brownsville. — Since  our  last  report  three  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter.  On  Dec.  22  the  com- 
bined choirs,  with  the  young  people,  rendered  a  cantata  under 
the  direction  of  Pastor  Roy  K.  Miller.  On  Dec.  23  the  intermedi- 
ate department  gave  a  pageant.  The  Three  Wise  Men.  We  are 
glad  to  report  that  we  were  able  to  place  the  Messenger  in  sev- 
enty-five per  cent  of  the  homes.  Our  women's  work  has  given 
several  worth-while  programs.  At  our  annual  women's  meeting 
held  Feb.  2  our  guest  speaker.  Sister  Ella  Flohr  of  Vienna,  Va., 
gave  an  inspiring  message  on  Africa,  Its  Need,  and  Its  Response. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,   Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  April  23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  April  16,   17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — (To  be 
located),  April  30,  May   1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,   April  8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,  April  17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April   16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,  April  18,   19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April  23-25. 

LOVE   FEASTS 

California 

April   18,   Waterford. 

Delaware 

April  10,  7:30,  Wilmington. 

Illinois 

April  11,  7:30  pm,  Polo. 

April     12,     7:30     pm,     Walnut 

Grove. 
April   14,    7   pm,    Okaw. 
May     31,     7:30     pm.     Panther 
Creek. 

Indiana 
Rock  Run. 

7:30  pm,  Fort  Wayne. 
7:30  pm,  West  Goshen. 
7:30    pm,    West    Ma- 
Second,  South  Bend. 
7:30   pm,    North   Wi- 

:30  pm,  Mexico. 
7:30   pm,  Middletown. 
7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 


April     10, 
Branch. 


6:30     pm,     Meadow 


April  10, 
April  10, 
April  10, 
April    11 

rion. 
April   12, 
April    14, 

nona. 
May  3,  7 
May   24, 
May  31, 

Iowa 

April  11,  South  Waterloo. 
May  24,  Fernald. 

Kansas 
April  10,  Wichita,  First. 
April    13,    Monitor. 
April   16,   Independence. 

Maryland 

April  10,  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 


April  27,  5  pm,  Woodberry. 
May  4,  6:30  pm.  Pipe  Creek. 

Michigan 

March   29,   7:30   pm,  Buchanan. 
April    11,    7:45    pm,    Woodland. 

Missouri 

April  11,  Mountain   Grove. 
April  11,  North  Bethel. 

Nebraska 

April   14,   Lincoln. 
Ohio 

April  11,  Lick  Creek. 

April    13,    Canton,   Maple   Ave- 
nue. 

April  13,  8  pm,  Sand  Ridge. 

April  20,  Fort  McKinley. 

April     20,     7:30     pm.     Canton, 
First. 

Oklahoma 
April  9,  8  pm,  Guthrie. 
April  20,   Big  Creek. 

Oregon 

April   12,    Myrtle   Point. 
May    3,    Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

April  10,  7  pm,  Chambersburg. 

April   10,   Meyersdale. 

April  10,  Mount  Joy. 

April    10,   Waynesboro. 

April   11,   Lititz. 

April  13,  Coventry. 

April   13,  Lebanon. 

April  13,  Windber. 

April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 

April  13,  7  pm,  Tyrone. 

April  27,  7  pm,  Bellwood. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 

May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

May  11,  Germantown. 

May    11,    7    pm,    Snake    Spring 

Valley. 
May   13,  7  pm,   Greencastle. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Conestoga, 

Bareville. 
May      25,      Lower      Conewago, 

Bermudian    house. 

Virginia 

April  10,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 
April  10,  7  pm,  Middle  River. 
April  10,  7  pm,  Mt.  Zion. 
April  12,  6  pm,  Oak  Grove. 
April  13,  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April  28,   Cloverdale. 
May  4,  Sangerville. 

Washington 

April   11,   Ellisforde. 
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We  use  the  relief  bank  system  in  our  homes  and  twice  a  month 
accompanied  by  a  short  devotional  service  place  the  offerings  in 
the  large  container  at  the  church.  Our  offering  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  amounted  to  $189.75;  the  Achievement 
Offering.  $47.59.  The  West  Brownsville  church  house  was  re- 
cently repaired,  and  a  rededication  service  held  on  March  2.  The 
men's  work  had  charge  of  the  devotions  and  the  pastor  preached 
a  sermon,  This  Is  the  Lord's  House. — Mrs.  Blanche  D.  Martin, 
Brunswick,  Md.,  March  5. 

Frederick. — On  Jan.  5,  at  the  evening  worship  service  spon- 
sored by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Rachel  Garner  of  Westminster  talked 
about  the  migrant  work  camp  projects.  On  Jan.  10  Bro.  Frank 
Williar  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  quarterly  workers'  confer- 
ence supper.  He  and  Pastor  Shober  told  of  plans  for  church 
camps  that  are  being  established  over  the  brotherhood.  On  Jan. 
18  the  officers  of  the  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  were  at  this  church  in 
a  supper  meeting.  On  Jan.  19  the  evening  service  was  a  men's 
work  program  on  the  theme.  For  Better  Living.  Jesse  C.  Shaver 
presided,  and  addresses  were:  Playing  the  Game  as  a  Christian, 
by  Walter  R.  Thomas;  Lifting  the  Level  of  Life,  by  Roy  L. 
Leatherman.  Pastor  Shober  has  been  appointed  as  an  associate 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  Registrants  for  Frederick 
County  and  will  assist  the  two  groups  of  attorneys  aiding  the 
drafted  men.  On  Jan.  26  a  district  missionary  institute  was  held 
in  our  church.  Bro.  Charles  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  was  guest 
speaker  at  our  morning  service,  and  in  the  afternoon  sessions 
Bro.  Edward  K.  Ziegler  of  York,  Bro.  Bonsack,  Sister  Ida  Shu- 
maker,  on  furlough  from  India,  and  Bro.  Newton  Long  of  Bal- 
timore. The  evening  message,  India  Needs  Christ,  was  given  by 
Sister  Shumaker.  On  Feb.  3  the  federated  church  women  held 
their  monthly  meetings  in  our  church.  On  Feb.  9  our  own  Boy 
Scout  Troop  No.  4  attended  church  service  in  a  body.  On  Feb. 
16,  the  date  for  the  annual  pulpit  exchange  of  Protestant  min- 
isters in  our  city,  Rev.  Henri  L.  Kieffer  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church  filled  our  pulpit,  while  Pastor  Shober  preached 
in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  Under  the  direction  of  the 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  Harry  B.  Grove,  the  evening  of 
Feb.  23  was  Sunday-school  night.  Classes  with  their  teachers 
gathered  in  the  church  for  a  worship  program.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Edward  S.  Rice,  and  there  was  special  music  by  the 
young  people's  choir.  Recognition  of  class  attendance  was  given. 
On  Feb.  28  we  held  our  semiannual  council  with  Pastor  Shober 
in  charge.  Delegates  elected  to  district  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  are  Mrs.  Jesse  C.  Shaver,  Norman  Ford,  G.  E. 
Brengle  and  Pastor  Shober.  A  committee  was  selected  to  work 
out  plans  for  the  educational  and  financial  work  of  supporting 
the  Brethren  Service  camp  project. — Mrs.  John  W.  Wolfe,  Fred- 
erick,  Md.,   March    10. 


Do  You  Know— 

When  the  First  Paper  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  was  pub- 
lished? 

Where  it  was  published? 

By  whom? 

Watch  for  the  answers — Page  32 
Next  Week's  Gospel  Messenger 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
Elgin,  Illinois 


Missouri 

North  Bethel. — At  the  business  session  on  Feb.  24  Bro.  E.  N. 
Huffman  resigned  as  elder-in-charge,  and  Pastor  J.  A.  Wyatt  was 
elected  to  succeed  him.  Bro.  John  M.  Andes  was  elected  local 
secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  Other  matters 
voted  on  favorably  were  the  painting  of  the  parsonage  in  the 
spring;  a  series  of  meetings  to  be  held  in  the  fall  provided  an 
evangelist  can  be  secured;  plans  for  Easter  and  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices. During  the  week  preceding  Easter  there  will  be  services 
each  night,  closing  on  Friday  night  with  the  love  feast.  Events 
of  the  fall  and  winter  included  our  district  conference  and  the 
coming  of  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  J.  A.  Wyatt.  Because  of  inclem- 
ent weather  and  muddy  roads  attendance  at  our  services  has  been 
hindered  for  the  last  two  months.  Our  aid  society  has  been 
holding  regular  meetings.  Recently  the  women  served  lunch  at 
a  farm  sale,  with  net  proceeds  of  $26.  A  special  Christmas  of- 
fering was  taken  for  missions.  The  young  people  gave  a  play 
on  Christmas  Eve. — Mrs.  J.  L.  Marti,  Mound  City,  Mo.,  March  8. 

North  Carolina 

Fraternity. — During  February  we  had  two  guest  speakers,  Bro. 
R.  O.  Bennett  and  Bro.  Clayton  B.  Miller.  Our  quarterly  church 
council  was  held  March  6.  At  this  meeting  we  decided  to  get  a 
summer  pastor  again  this  year.  He  will  be  Bro.  Ray  Reed  if  he 
will  serve.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  the  homes  in  the 
congregation  to  explain  our  method  of  raising  funds  for  the  con- 
scientious objectors'  camps.  The  young  people  are  conducting  a 
unit  of  study  on  the  Ideals  and  Doctrines  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  led  by  Bro.  H.  J.  Woodie.  On  March  15  Bro.  Virgil  C. 
Finnell  will  give  a  lecture.  Bro.  W.  M.  Kahle  will  be  with  us 
April  20-23.— Blanche  Everidge,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  March  10. 


579  Churches  Have  Gospel  Messenger  Clubs 


Boone   Mill 
Christiansburg 
Fraternity 
Germantown 
Laurel  Branch 
Mt.   Hermon 
Pulaski 
Redoak  Grove 
Snow    Creek 
St.  Paul,  N.  C. 
Topeco 


(Continued  From  Page  2) 

Washington 

Ellisforde 

Olympia 

Outlook 

Sunnyside 

Tacoma 

Whitestone 

Yakima 

W.    Virginia,    First 

Allegheny 


Beaver   Run 
Eglon 
Keyser 
Petersburg 
Sandy   Creek 
Sunnyside 
Tear   Coat 
Terra  Alta 

W.   Va.,  Second 

Bowden 


ATTEND  OUR  BRETHREN 
COLLEGES! 


Our  six  colleges  and  the  seminary 
are  conveniently  located  throughout 
the  entire  brotherhood. 

Strong  curricula  are  offered  in:  Lib- 
eral Arts,  Science,  Teacher  Educa- 
tion, Business  Administration,  Home 
Economics,  Music,  Industrial  Arts, 
Physical  Education  and  Theology. 

Write  to  the  college  in  your  area  for 
catalogs  and  other  literature. 

GENERAL   EDUCATION   BOARD 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
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OFFICIAL    DIRECTORY- 


Note:  All  addresses  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  III.,  unless  otherwise  given. 
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Mission  Education,  Anetta  C.  Mow. 
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H.   L.   Hartsough,   Chairman,   N.   Manches- 
ter, Ind. 
M.     Clyde     Horst,     Vice-Chairman,     Eliza- 
bethtown,   Pa. 
W.   H.    Yoder,    Treasurer,    R.    1,    Waterloo, 
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Harl  Russell,  President,  Marshalltown, 
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Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

RAILWAY     TRANSPORTATION     AGENT 

W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

OUR    MISSIONARIES 
SWEDEN 

Graybill,  J.  F.,  and  Alice,  Spangatan  38, 
Malmo,   Sweden,    1911. 

CHINA 

College    of    Chinese    Studies,    Baguio,    via 

Manila,   Philippine   Islands 

Angeny,  Edward  T.,  and  Helen  F.,  1940. 
Cunningham,    Dr.     E.     Llovd,     and    Ellen, 

1938. 
Crim,  Bessie  M.,  R.  N.,  1940. 
Flory,  Rolland  C,  and  Josephine  K.,  1940. 
Thomas,  Susie  M.,  1939. 

Note:  China  missionaries  temporarily  in 
the  community  of  Peking  can  be  ad- 
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Road,    Tientsin,    North    China. 

Liao  Hsien,  Shansi.  North  China 
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Rothrock,  Hazel  M.,  1938. 

Ping  Ting  Hsien,  Shansi,  North  China 

Wertz,   Corda  L.,   R.   N.,    1932. 
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Clapper,   V.    Grace,    1917. 

Tai  Yuan  Fu,   Shansi,  North  China 

Myers,   Minor   M.p    1919. 

189  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road,  Shanghai 

Eisenbise,  Forest  S.,  %  Friends  Centre, 
1940. 


On  Furlough 

Bright,  J.  Homer,  and  Minnie,  %  Mrs.  Ed 
Miller,  R.   1,  Union,  Ohio,   1911. 

Myers,   Sara,   Bridgewater,   Va.,    1916. 

Oberholtzer,  I.  E.,  and  Elizabeth,  801  Mul- 
berry St.,  Muncie,   Ind.,   1916. 

Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,  3519 
W.  Hamilton,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,   1933. 

Schaeffer,  Mary,  505  Hand  St.,  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  1917. 

Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,  Iowa,   1916. 

Sollenberger,  O.  C,  and  Hazel,  418  Weitzel 
St.,  Oceanside,   Calif.,   1919. 
On  Furlough,  %  General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,   111. 

Crumpacker,  F.  H,  and  Anna,   1908. 

Hutchison,  Anna,  1911. 

Ikenberry,  E.  L.,  and  Olivia,   1922. 

Metzger,    Minerva,    1910. 

Shock,    Laura.     1916. 

Smith,  W.  Harlan,  and  Frances,  1919. 
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AFRICA 
Garkida,  Nigeria,  West  Africa,   via  Jos 

Engel.  Alice,   R.  N.,   1937. 

Faw,  Chalmer  E.,  and  Mary  P.,  1939. 

Harper.    Clara,    1926. 

Horn,   Evelyn   J.,   R.   N.,    1930. 

Heckman,  Clarence  C,  and  Lucile,  1924. 

Moyer,  Edna  Faye,  1931. 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N..   1941. 

Petre,  Ira  S.,  and  Mary  M.,   1939. 

Shisler,   Sara  C,   1926. 

Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 

1934. 

Lassa,  via  Maiduguri,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 
Brumbaugh,   Grayce,  R.  N.,  1937. 
Kulp.   H.   Stover,    and   Christina,    1922   and 

1927. 
Weaver.  E.  Paul  and  Zalma  F.,   1939. 

Marama,     via     Damatura,     Nigeria,     W. 

Africa. 
Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  1938. 
Royer,  Harold  A.,  and  Gladys  H.,  1930. 
Utz,   Ruth,   R.   N.,    1930. 

On  Furlough 
Bittinger,  Desmond  and  Irene  Frantz,  1314 

E.  Euclid,  McPherson,  Kans.,  1930. 
Bosler,    Dr.    Howard    A.,    and    Edith,    New 

Paris,   Ind.,   1931. 
Burke.  Dr.   H.  L.,  and   Marguerite,  R.   N., 

Walkerton,    Ind.,    1928. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs,  Surat  Dist.,  India 

Alley,   Howard  L.,   and   Hattie   Z.,   1917. 
Ebbert.   Ella.   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Dist.,  India 
Bollinger,    Amsey    and   Florence   M.,    1930. 
Grisso,  Lillian,   1917. 

Lichty,  D.  J.,  and  Anna,  1902  and  1912. 
Moomaw,  I.  W.,  and  Mabel,   1923. 
Warstler,   Anna  M.,    1931. 
Ziegler,  Emma  K.,   1930. 

Bulsar,  Surat  Dist.,  India 
Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,  Verna  M.,  R.  N.,  1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,  1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N..   1921. 
Zigler,   Earl  M.,   and   Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu  Road,  Thana  Dist.,  India 
Messer,  Hazel  E.,  R.  N„  1931. 
Nickey,  Dr.  Barbara  M.,  1915. 
Rover,   B.   Mary,   1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,   1916. 

Palghar,    Thana   Dist.,    India 
Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,   and   Susan   L.,    1927. 

Umalla,    Broach   Dist.,   India 
Kinzie,   Wm.   G.,   and   Pauline   G.,   1937. 
Miller,   Sadie   J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via   Surat,   India 
Brooks.  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,   and  Joy   C,   1940. 
Kiracofe,    Kathryn,    1937. 
Widdowson,    Olive,    1912. 

115    Mahatma     Gandhi    Road,     Bombay, 
India 
Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,   and  Mary.   1921. 

Landour,   Mussoorie,    U.   P.,   India 
Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On    Furlough 
Cottrell,  Drs.   A.   R.   and  Laura,    %    A.   M. 

Stout,  R.   1,  Lynn,   Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,    Eliza    B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1, 

Waterloo,    Iowa,    1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,   and  Anna  B.,  3435  Van 

Buren,  Chicago,  111.,  1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   S.,    105   Beachly   St.,   Mey- 

ersdale,   Pa.,    1910. 
Townsend,   Ralph,   41   W.    10th,   Columbus, 

Ohio,   1937. 
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FAITH  is  ™  ANSWER 


SMILEY  BLANTON 
DOCTOR   OF   MEDICINE 


NORMAN    VINCENT    PEALE 
DOCTOR   OF   DIVINITY 


Says  the  psychiatrist:  "In  both  spheres  the  problem  is  essentially  the  same — to  renew 
faith  where  faith  has  been  lost;  faith  in  self,  faith  in  fellow  men,  and  faith  in  God." 

Says  the  pastor:  "I  believe  that  religion  can  change  and  cure  every  troubled  personality 
who  yields  to  its  benign  influence.  I  also  believe,  as  the  result  of  our  experience,  that  psy- 
chiatry can  and  will  make  an  ever  increasing  contribution  to  religious  work.  Our  book  at- 
tempts to  show  how  this  co-operation  is  now  functioning  in  the  daily  work  of  the  psychiatrist 
and  the  pastor." 

An  experienced  psychiatrist  of  New  York  City  and  the  pastor  of  a  famous  Fifth  Avenue 
Church  have  collaborated  in  this  book  on  the  practical  working  unity  of  religion  and  psy- 
chiatry— a  unity  demonstrated  daily  in  helpfulness  to  numerous  individuals  who  consult  the 
authors  in  the  Church  Clinic  of  Marble  Collegiate  Church.  To  the  Clinic  come  all  sorts  of 
average  men  and  women  to  learn  how  fear,  worry,  inferiority,  inadequacy,  loneliness,  and 
sickness  may  be  transformed  to  peace,  power,  and  strength.  The  counseling  experience  in- 
volved and  the  principles  which  underlie  it  are  vividly  set  forth  in  FAITH  IS  THE  ANSWER. 

THE   CONTENTS 

THE  POWER  OF  FAITH.  THE  HIDDEN  ENERGIES  OF  THE  MIND.  FEAR.  WORRY,  AND  ANXIETY.  CON- 
SCIENCE AND  THE  SENSE  OF  GUILT.  SELF-CRITICISM,  FAILURE,  AND  SUCCESS.  GRIEF  AND  SORROW. 
THE   COMPANY   OF   THE   LONELY.     LOVE   AND   MARRIAGE.     THE  FAITH  THAT  HEALS. 


Price 


$2.00 


THIS  IS  THE  VICTORY 

By  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead 

Messages  for  this  present — a  burning,  enheartening,  challenging  affirmation  of  the  faith 
"that  overcometh  the  world." 

In  a  world  whose  philosophy  has  broken  down,  England's  great  spiritual  leader  here 
proclaims  renewed  faith  in  a  God  who  is  sensitive  to  the  wounds  of  the  world — whose  sta- 
bility gives  human  minds  a  place  to  rest  amid  desperate  weariness  and  turmoil — whose  vi- 
sion for  mankind  still  functions  above  all  human  programs — whose  divine  will  is  man's 
only  victory  and  only  peace. 

THE  ARGUMENT 

I.  We  thought   we  were   making  progress,   but   we   were  mis 


THE   CONTENTS 

PART    I      OUR    FAITH 

I.  Faith   in  Progress   Shattered 
n.  Faith   in   Life's   Worthwhileness 

III.  Faith  in  God  Essential 

IV.  Faith  Must  Keep  Her  Eyes  on  God 
V.  Faith  Misunderstood 

VI.  Faith's   Triumphant   Declarations 
VII.  Faith's  Supreme   Claim 
VIII.  Faith's    Final   Security 

PART  II     SOME  OF  FAITH'S  ALLIES 
IX.  Beauty 
X.  Humor 
XL  Patience 
XII.  Hope 

XIII.  Truth 

PART   III     FAITHS   FORWARD   LOOK 

XIV.  Faith   in   the   Church   Eternal 
XV.  Faith  in  the  Church  of  Tomorrow 

XVI.  Faith  in   the  New  World 


We  thought   we  were   making  progress, 

taken. 
II.  Our   philosophy    of    life    has    broken    down.     It   wasn't    big 

enough. 
m.  We  had  left  God  out. 
IV.  Faith  to  be  victorious  must  be  faith  in  God,  and  must  keep 

her  eyes  on  God. 
V.  We   have   misunderstood   what   faith    in    God    is   and    does. 
VI.  Faith  believes  things   about   God   which   give   our   minds   a 

place  to  rest. 
VII.  But   she   goes   on   to   faith   in   a   Person,   not   in   statements 

about  a  Person. 
VIII.  Can  faith  give  the  human  spirit  a  sense  of  final  security — 

that   it  will   be   safe   even   though   loved   ones,   possessions, 

and  life  itself  be  lost? 

Beauty  helps   us   to   maintain   faith  in   God.     Beauty   is   of 

ultimate  value. 

Humor  makes  faith  buoyant.     Humor   is  of  God. 

God  often  works  so  slowly  that  we  lose  faith   if  we  have 

no  patience. 

Hope  is  not  anemic,  but  a  vital  ally  of  faith. 

The   importance  for  faith  of  the  solid  ground  of  truth. 

We  need  faith  restored  by  a  vision  of  the  eternal  Church. 

Then   we   recapture   faith   in   a   Church   of   altered   method 

and  approach. 

Can    Christian    faith    in    and    through   the    Church   make    a 

contribution  to  the  new  age? 


IX. 

X. 
XI. 

XII. 
XIII. 
XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 


Price — $2.00 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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This  is  the  first  unit  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  as  it  appeared  in  1899.  The  present  building  is 
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The  Church  of  the  Brethren  Today— 


The  institution  now  known  as  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  was  organized  at  Schwarze- 
nau,  Germany,  in  1708,  by  Alexander  Mack 
and  seven  others  of  like  convictions. 

Persecution  soon  resulted  in  most  of  the 
membership  fleeing  to  America.  Peter  Beck- 
er came  with  twenty  families  in  1719.  Alex- 
ander Mack  headed  a  group  of  thirty  fam- 
ilies arriving  in  1729. 

The  original  settlements  were  made  in  the 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  mother 
church  is  located  at  Germantown,  same 
state. 

Naturally  Pennsylvania  has  continued  as 
a  stronghold  of  the  Brethren  people.  At  pres- 
ent approximately  one  fourth  of  a  total  mem- 
bership of  over  175,000  live  in  this  state. 

However,  the  Brethren  joined  in  the  west- 
ward movement  of  the  American  people  and 
today  have  churches  as  far  west  as  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  as  far  north  as  western  Canada, 
and  as  far  south  as  Texas  and  Florida. 

Interest  in  foreign  missions  dates  from  the 
seventies.  The  principal  fields  of  work  are 
in  Scandinavia,  India,  China  and  Africa,  be- 
gun respectively  in  1876,  1894,  1908  and 
1922. 

The  mission  force  on  the  foreign  fields  is 
nearly  one  hundred  missionaries,  the  native 
membership  upwards  of  8,000,  and  the  fields 
for  development  large  and  promising. 

Official  headquarters  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  are  maintained  at  16-24  South  State 
St.,  Elgin,  111.    Sometimes  known  as  the  con- 


servative branch  of  the  Dunkers,  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  should  not  be  confused  with 
the  United  Brethren.  The  church-owned 
Brethren  Publishing  House  is  also  located  at 
Elgin.  Here  are  published  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger (the  church  paper)  and  a  full  line  of 
Sunday-school  papers  and  helps. 

The  1,021  congregations  are  organized  in- 
to 48  state  districts  under  a  general  Annual 
Conference.  Officers  of  this  are  a  moder- 
ator, reader,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The 
Conference  proper  is  made  up  of  two  dele- 
gate bodies:  the  Standing  Committee  rep- 
resenting the  state  districts,  and  the  delegate 
body  composed  of  representatives  from  local 
churches. 

Special  interests  are  cared  for  by  boards 
or  committees,  for  example:  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  General  Ministerial  Board,  Gen- 
eral Education  Board,  Board  of  Christian 
Education. 

The  church  has  one  seminary,  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  in  Chicago,  111.  Interest 
in  education  of  college  grade  is  evidenced 
by  a  chain  of  colleges  located  as  follows: 
Juniata  College,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Elizabeth- 
town  College,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.;  Bridge- 
water  College,  Bridgewater,  Va.;  Manchester 
College,  N.  Manchester,  Ind.;  McPherson 
College,  McPherson,  Kans.;  La  Verne  Col- 
lege, La  Verne,  Calif. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  no  creed 
but  the  New  Testament,  is  evangelical  in 
faith  and  outlook,  and  is  definitely  striving 
to  realize  the  ideals  set  forth  in  the  New 
Testament. 
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Ninetieth  Anniversary  Number 

In  April  of  1851  Editor  Henry  Kurtz  mailed  out 
the  first  issue  of  his  Monthly  Gospel  Visitor.  A 
little  mental  arithmetic  will  reveal  that  this  num- 
ber of  the  Gospel  Messenger  appears  on  the  nine- 
tieth anniversary  of  that  occasion.  The  Gospel 
Visitor  heralded  the  revival  of  printing  among  the 
Brethren.  From  the  little  monthly  printed  in  the 
springhouse  loft  has  come  the  Gospel  Messenger 
of  today,  indeed  the  whole  range  of  our  printing 
interests  as  represented  by  books,  periodicals  and 
the  church-owned  printing  plant  at  Elgin,  111. 

In  this  Messenger  the  reader  will  find  several 
articles  and  a  number  of  pictures  appropriate  for 
an  anniversary  number.  The  panel  at  the  top  of 
this  page  shows  editors  James  Quinter,  H.  B. 
Brumbaugh,  D.  L.  Miller,  J.  H.  Moore  and  Ed- 
ward Frantz,  the  latter  the  present  editor.  Others 
might  be  added  if  pictures  were  available.  Henry 
Kurtz  should  head  the  list.  A  few  have  suggested 
we  should  have  waited  for  the  centenary  in  1951. 
However,  what  has  been  done  so  far  is  really  noth- 
ing more  than  some  of  the  necessary  ground  work 
for  what  might  be  done  ten  years  hence,  h.  a.  b. 

On  Weighing  All  the  Facts 

We  have  received  an  interesting  letter  with  a 
kindly  criticism  which  is  very  welcome.  Its  use- 
fulness is  limited  by  its  failure  to  take  into  ac- 
count all  the  factors  in  the  case.  The  author  is 
not  in  position  to  know  all  these  factors  but  he  did 
not  think  of  that. 

How  like  him  we  all  are.  We  presume  to  pass 
judgment  on  the  basis  of  what  knowledge  we 
have,  without  asking  whether  there  may  not  be 


other  considerations  which  would  set  the  matter 
in  a  different  light. 

The  habit  of  careful  questioning  of  oneself  on 
this  point  is  a  good  one  to  cultivate.  In  making 
any  decision,  especially  a  decision  involving  judg- 
ment on  the  actions  of  other  persons,  it  is  well  to 
pause  and  think:  Have  I  really  tried  to  get  all 
the  pertinent  facts  and  have  I  weighed  them  all? 

Did  not  Jesus  have  something  to  say  about  this? 
It  might  be  a  good  thing  to  look  that  up  before 
going  further.    It  is  probably  important.      E.  F. 

New  Hands  for  Old 

This  is  the  third  excerpt  from  the  story  of  the  life  of  Elder  Henry 
Kurtz.  James  Quinter  became  assistant  editor  of  the  Gospel  Vis- 
itor in  the  spring  of  1856.  That  same  fall  Henry  R.  Holsinger 
came  to  help  in  the  springhouse  print  shop.  For  the  rest  of  this 
Holsinger  story  the  reader  will  need  to  see  Meet  Henry  Kurtz,  a 
new  book  printed  in  commemoration  of  the  ninetieth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Gospel  Visitor.  From  this  beginning  came 
the  printing  interests  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  we  know 
them   today. — Ed. 

In  the  concluding  issue  for  1854,  and  as  he  looked 
forward  to  volume  V,  the  editor  felt  to  remark 
that  although  he  could  not  "boast  of  any  extraor- 
dinary success,  he  has  outlived  the  difficulties  he 
had  to  contend  with  at  the  beginning,  and  is  now 
permitted  to  pursue  his  course  in  peace,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,"  his  aim  remaining  as  expressed 
in  the  first  number  of  the  first  volume.  As  for 
circulation,  the  Visitor  was  then  nearing  the  six 
hundred  mark,  for  this  is  the  figure  he  mentions  in 
the  paper  for  August  of  1855. 

As  it  happens,  the  year  just  mentioned  was  des- 
tined to  prove  momentous  both  in  the  life  of  the 
editor  of  the  Visitor,  and  also  for  a  certain  young 
and  eloquent  minister  from  Pennsylvania.  Near- 
ing sixty-one,  Kurtz  was  feeling  his  years  and  was 
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anxious  to  find  new  hands  for  old.  At  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  for  -1855,  which  was  held  in  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  James  Quinter  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  eldership  on  advice  of  the  elders  as- 
sembled at  Annual  Conference.  He  was  also  nomi- 
nated the  assistant  clerk  of  the  meeting. 

This  work  brought  Kurtz  and  Quinter  together 
in  an  intimate  and  revealing  way.  The  older  man 
was  amazed  at  Quinter's  poise,  command  of  the 
English  language,  and  winsome  Christian  spirit. 
Need  he  look  farther  for  a  helper  with  his  precious 
Gospel  Visitor?  Here  was  his  dream  in  the  flesh! 
The  fine  appearing  and  gracious  Quinter  was  to 
Kurtz  the  answer  to  years  of  search  and  prayer. 
"We  took  courage  to  call  him  to  our  assistance  in 
the  editorship,  as  being  pointed  out  by  the  finger 
of  God"  (Gospel  Visitor,  Vol.  VI,  No.  1,  page  4) . 

The  chance  to  help  with  the  Visitor  came  to 
James  Quinter  quite  unsolicited  and  as  a  complete 
surprise.  But  he  realized  the  compliment  Kurtz 
had  paid  his  abilities,  and  the  opportunities  to 
serve  which  the  new  relationship  would  give.  He 
could  not  be  disobedient  in  the  face  of  such  a 
heavenly  vision.  Accordingly,  he  adjusted  his 
private  affairs,  took  sorrowful  leave  of  the  con- 
gregation he  had  pastored  so  successfully  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  moved  to  Poland,  Ohio,  in 
the  spring  of  1856,  to  be  assistant  editor  of  the 
Visitor. 

The  high  promise  of  what  Kurtz  had  found  in 
Quinter  caused  him  to  seek  other  new  hands  for 
old.  "From  a  long  list  of  applicants,  because  I 
was  of  German  extract,  and  could  speak  and  read 
the  language,"  is  what  Henry  Holsinger  says  of 
the  reasons  why  he  got  his  chance  to  learn  print- 
ing under  the  tutelage  of  Henry  Kurtz.  He  came 
to  work  on  the  Gospel  Visitor  in  the  fall  of  1856, 
meanwhile  making  his  home  with  the  editor's 
family. 

Now  Henry  Holsinger  proved  an  exceedingly  apt 
student.  He  showed  then,  as  afterwards,  that  he 
possessed  one  of  the  most  brilliant  minds  pro- 
duced by  the  Brethren.  But  he  was  not  overbur- 
dened with  patience.  In  the  few  months  that  he 
helped  with  the  Visitor  he  sized  up  the  situation  to 
his  own  satisfaction  and  was  ready  with  a  plan 
for  action.  He  saw  that  Editor  Kurtz  was  old  and 
handicapped  by  various  infirmities.  He  saw  that 
no  one  of  the  Kurtz  sons  was  ready  to  follow  the 
father.  What  of  James  Quinter?  Holsinger  later 
wrote:  "James  Quinter  was  nominal  associate 
editor.  .  .  .  He  was  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
office  in  the  way  of  furnishing  copy,  which  was 
about  the  extent  of  his  knowledge  of  the  printing 
business  up  to  that  time." 

It  was  evidently  clear  to  Holsinger  that  new  and 


aggressive  blood  was  needed  on  the  editorial  staff. 
He  had  convictions  as  to  who  the  proper  person 
might  be.  In  his  mind  he  rolled  over  ideas  that 
thrilled  and  obsessed  him.  But  how  could  he  con- 
vince Kurtz  or  make  Quinter  understand?  One 
day  he  had  occasion  to  go  from  the  springhouse 
print  shop  to  the  house,  where  the  editorial  office 
was.  Young  Holsinger  felt  that  perhaps  this  would 
be  the  time  to  present  his  grand  plan.        H.  a.  b. 

Looking  Toward  Greater  Strain 

"How  can  we  prepare  to  meet  greater  strain?" 
We  saw  the  question  in  a  workers'  conference 
agenda  and  wondered  what  they  did  with  it.  Do 
you  suppose  they  found  a  simpler,  easier  way  than 
by  meeting  well  the  strain  we  are  under  right 
now?    They  will  surely  tell  us  if  they  did. 

The  question  implies  an  expectation  that  great- 
er strain  is  coming  and  that  is  a  sign  of  wise  ap- 
proach to  the  situation.  The  normal  course  of  life 
leads  continuously  into  greater  and  greater  strain. 
How  else  could  we  get  the  discipline  we  need  and 
what  good  would  it  do  to  keep  on  living?  God 
would  have  no  further  use  for  us. 

You  see  he  has  a  lot  of  unfinished  work  to  be 
done  yet  to  get  his  kingdom  going  properly,  and 
he  wants  to  get  out  of  us  all  he  can.  And  to  put 
into  us  all  he  can.  But  he  cannot  get  into  us  any- 
more than  we  can  hold.  We  must  get  strong 
enough  to  stand  more  strain.  It  is  the  making  of 
us,  we  need  it  and  the  cause  needs  it. 

Until  we  hear  from  the  committee  we  recom- 
mend standing  up  courageously  under  the  strain 
that  is  already  on  us.  E.  f. 

Wrong  Accent  Is  Bad 

It  makes  such  a  difference  which  word  you  un- 
derscore. It  is  not  words  alone  that  determine 
what  you  say,  it  is  the  way  you  say  them. 

Too  often  we  get  the  emphasis  at  the  wrong 
place.  It's  bad  enough  when  we  accent  the  wrong 
syllable  though  that  may  not  be  serious.  It  is 
more  unfortunate  when  we  accent  the  wrong  word 
and  if  that  means,  as  it  often  does,  accenting  the 
wrong  thought,  then  it  is  very  bad  indeed. 

Two  things  may  be  equally  true  but  one  of 
them  may  be  much  more  important  than  the  oth- 
er. In  that  case  if  the  less  important  one  gets 
first  place  in  the  program  it  may  wreck  all  chance 
of  progress  in  the  right  direction.  It  may  set  the 
cause  of  truth  in  an  utterly  false  light. 

We  ought  to  bear  down  hard  on  the  weightier 
matters.  There  are  lesser  things  worth  attention 
too,  but  there  is  far  less  danger  of  error  here  if 
the  emphasis  is  kept  where  it  belongs.  e.  f. 
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BY  HENRY  KURTZ 

When  Henry  Kurtz  prepared  the  first  copy  of  his  Monthly  Gos- 
pel Visitor  he  evidently  gave  long  and  serious  thought  to  what 
he  should  put  on  its  opening  pages.  His  project  would  stand  or 
fall  on  the  general  reaction  to  his  Address  to  the  Reader.  What 
is  offered  here  will  serve  to  give  Messenger  readers  the  case  for 
a  church  paper  as  it  appeared  to  Kurtz  in  April  of  1851. — Ed. 

Thousands  of  presses  are  daily  working  in  this 
our  country,  and  are  issuing  a  multitude  of  publi- 
cations, some  good,  some  indifferent,  and  some, 
alas!  too  many  absolutely  bad  and  hurtful.  They 
find  their  way  not  only  in  every  village,  but  we 
may  say,  into  every  family  or  cabin  of  our  land. 
Every  denomination  almost  publishes  a  paper  of 
their  own,  holding  forth  and  defending  their  pecu- 
liar tenets.  Popular  errors  and  the  most  in- 
genious counterfeits  of  truth  are  brought  to  our 
very  doors,  and  our  children  are  charmed  with  the 
same.  Nay  more;  we  have  to  look  for  such  times, 
when,  "if  it  were  possible,  the  very  elect  shall 
be  deceived."  Now  if  this  be  the  case,  should  we 
not  use  every  means  in  our  power,  to  counteract 
the  evil  tendencies  of  our  time,  and  to  labor  in 
every  possible  way  for  the  good  of  our  fellow 
men,  and  for  the  glory  of  God  and  his  truth  as  it 
is  in  Christ  Jesus? 

Someone  will  say:  We  have  the  gospel,  and 
that  is  sufficient  for  us.  Truly  we  have  abundant 
cause  to  be  thankful  to  God,  that  he  has  given  and 
thus  preserved  unto  us  the  blessed  gospel,  not 
only  in  the  original  language,  but  in  so  many  dif- 
ferent translations,  that  every  one  may  read  it  in 
his  own  tongue.  But  we  would  ask:  Are  there 
now  none  among  the  many,  who,  reading  their 
Bible,  if  they  were  questioned  like  the  Eunuch, 
"Understandest  thou  what  thou  readest?"  would 
have  to  answer  with  him:  "How  can  I,  except 
some  man  should  guide  me?" 

Says  another:  Yes,  we  must  have  preachers  to 
expound  the  scriptures  unto  us,  to  teach,  to  ex- 
hort, to  reprove  and  to  warn  the  people  according 
to  the  gospel,  but  this  must  be  done  by  their  word 
of  mouth,  and  not  by  writing  and  printing.  Say 
we:  "Not  so  fast,  dear  friend,  or  dear  brother. 
Remember,  that  if  the  first  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel had  not  preached  by  writing  too,  we  would 
have  no  written  or  printed  gospel  at  all." 

Seeing  then,  that  we  have  apostolic  example,  of 
writing  such  things  which  may  be  profitable  for 
doctrine,  etc.,  and  that  we  are  not  to  put  the  light 
under  a  bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick,  so  that  it 
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The  Gospel  Visitor  was  first  printed  in  the  loft  of  this 
springhouse  on  the  Henry  Kurtz  farm  near  Poland,  Ohio. 
This  sketch  was  drawn  from  memory  by  Mrs.  Irene  Kurtz 
Summers,  a  granddaughter  of  the  editor  of  the  Gospel  Vis- 
itor. See  A  History  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  North- 
eastern Ohio,  page  297. 

may  give  light  unto  all  that  are  in  the  house,  we 
trust  no  more  need  be  said  even  about  printing. 

But  we  are  asked:  What  do  you  want  to  print, 
and  what  is  your  object?  We  will  try  to  answer 
in  a  few  words.  We  are  as  a  people  devoted  to 
the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  We  believe  the 
church  as  a  whole,  possesses  understandingly  that 
truth,  and  every  item  of  it.  But  individually  we 
are  all  learners,  and  are  progressing  with  more  or 
less  speed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For 
this  purpose  we  need  each  other's  assistance.  But 
we  live  too  far  apart.  If  one  in  his  seeking  after 
a  more  perfect1  knowledge  becomes  involved  in 
difficulty,  which  he  is  unable  to  overcome,  this 
paper  opens  unto  him  a  channel  of  stating  his 
difficulty,  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt,  but 
among  the  many  readers  there  will  be  some  one 
who  has  past  the  same  difficult  place  and  can  give 
such  advice  as  will  satisfy  the  other. 

Again,  a  brother  is  solemnly  impressed  with  a 
view  of  the  gospel-truth  or  gospel-practice,  which 
appears  to  him  to  throw  additional  light  on  some 
particular  point.  In  his  humility  he  mistrusts 
himself,  and  wishes  to  see  his  view  scrutinized 
and  tried,  knowing  that  we  are  in  constant  danger 
to  mistake  a  false  light  for  the  true  one.  In  his 
love  to  his  fellow  men  on  the  other  hand,  he  de- 
sires to  communicate  to  others  what  he  believes 
to  be  true.  In  either  case  this  paper  will  open  a 
channel,  to  have  wrong  views  corrected,  and  right 
views  promulgated. 

While  we  would  thus  invite  and  crave  the  co- 
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operation  of  our  beloved  brethren  in  this  our  un- 
dertaking, we  would  candidly  state  here,  that  in 
making  our  selections,  we  shall  be  guided  by  a 
sincere  love  of  truth,  and  publish  only  what  may 
appear  to  us  most  generally  useful.  No  names  of 
correspondents  shall  be  published,  as  we  neither 
wish  to  humble  our  erring  brother,  nor  to  tempt 
his  vanity,  if  we  approve  of  him.  If  our  names 
are  only  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life,  we 
may  be  satisfied. 

We  have  adopted  a  different  name  from  the 
one  first  proposed,  to  speak  its  character  in  the 
least  objectionable  manner.  May  it  ever  be  a 
Gospel- Visitor,  that  is  a  visitor  in  the  power  and 
spirit  of  the  gospel. 

Finally  our  humble  prayer  is,  that  the  Lord  in 
his  infinite  mercy  may  grant  his  blessing  to  us 
and  you  all,  and  to  this  little  work,  so  that  none  of 
us  shall  be  ashamed  in  his  coming,  when  he  shall 
require  of  us  an  account  of  our  stewardship. 


Early  Days  of  the  Pilgrim 

BY  J.   B.   BRUMBAUGH 

This  sprightly  account  of  the  beginnings  of  the  Pilgrim  will 
give  the  reader  some  idea  of  what  was  involved  in  the  starting 
of  a  church  paper.  This  article  is  taken  from  the  Messenger  for 
Nov.  25,   1911. 

When  I  was  quite  a  young  man,  I  had  a  desire 
to  become  a  printer,  but  the  way  did  not  open  for 
me  to  enter  a  printing  office  until  I  was  past  twen- 
ty-one years  old.  Then  I  found  I  was  too  old  to 
make  a  successful  compositor,  and  I  almost  de- 
spaired of  entering  the  calling  of  my  choice.  But 
while  I  could  not  become  a  successful  typesetter, 
I  concluded  I  might  conduct  a  printing  business, 
and  the  next  question  was  how  to  embark  in  it. 
I  studied  over  this  matter  for  a  month  or  more, 
and  finally  I  concluded  that  if  I  could  get  a  part- 
ner who  had  some  ability  as  a  writer,  we  might 
start  a  religious  paper.  This,  I  felt  sure,  would  be 
in  accord  with  my  inclinations  and  would  give  me 
just  the  kind  of  work  I  wanted  to  do. 

One  evening,  after  office  hours,  I  got  to  work  to 
formulate  my  plans.  When  I  was  done  I  found 
that  the  clock  had  already  struck  the  hour  of  two 
and  I  had  used  fourteen  pages  of  foolscap  paper. 
My  brother,  H.  B.  Brumbaugh,  lived  on  a  farm, 
and  I  knew  that  he  too,  had  some  inclinations  to- 
ward the  printing  business,  and  it  occurred  to  me 
that  we  together  might  go  into  the  publishing 
business  and  start  a  religious  paper.  I  sent  my 
plans  to  him  for  approval,  and  I  shall  never  forget 
the  anxiety  with  which  I  awaited  his  reply.  It 
was  only  a  few  days  until  I  got  a  letter  from  him, 
in  which  he  approved  of  my  ideas  of  our  entering 
the  publishing  business  and  starting  a  paper. 


This  was  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  by  Jan.  1,  1870, 
the  first  number  of  the  Pilgrim  was  printed,  edited 
by  H.  B.  and  George  Brumbaugh,  and  published 
by  J.  B.  Brumbaugh  and  Company.  The  paper 
was  printed  in  Huntingdon,  and  the  finished 
copies  sent  out  to  Marklesburg  Station,  twelve 
miles  distant.  From  there  they  were  taken  six 
miles  into  the  country  where  my  brother,  H.  B. 
Brumbaugh,  lived.  Here  the  papers  were  ad- 
dressed, and  then  taken  back  to  Marklesburg  to 
be  mailed.  In  a  short  time,  however,  my  brother, 
H.  B.  Brumbaugh,  left  the  farm  and  moved  to 
Marklesburg.  We  purchased  a  secondhand  press, 
type,  and  such  other  material  as  the  publication 
of  our  paper  demanded,  and  the  Pilgrim  became  a 
weekly  publication. 

Although  we  received  considerable  encourage- 
ment from  a  number  of  our  brethren,  yet  we  did 
not  have,  by  any  means,  smooth  sailing.  The  first 
year's  receipts  came  rather  far  from  meeting  the 
outlay,  and  it  was  either  sink  or  swim.  We  con- 
cluded to  swim.  We  went  to  work  with  a  deter- 
mination to  win,  and  this  we  knew  could  only  be 
hard  work.  The  click  of  the  old  hand  press  was 
heard  many  times  at  the  midnight  hour,  and  any- 
one who  knows  anything  about  the  hand  press 
knows  that  it  is  slow  and  hard  work  to  run  one. 

In  a  year  or  more  we  laid  aside  the  hand  press 
and  procured  a  cylinder  press — one  that  we  turned 
by  hand.  This  was  a  great  improvement  on  the 
old  hand  press,  and  yet  it  was  hard  work  to  turn 
it.  In  running  both  the  hand  and  cylinder  presses 
we  took  our  turn  with  the  printer,  and  we  still 
have  vivid  recollections  of  the  fact  that  we  were 
extremely  weary  when,  late  at  night,  we  would 
finish  running  the  edition.  Finally  we  procured 
an  engine,  and  then  we  thought  we  had  arrived 
at  the  acme  of  printing  equipments.  The  men, 
women  and  children  of  the  village  were  excited 
over  the  new  appliance,  and  for  some  time  we  had 
more  visitors  on  press  day  than  were  really  con- 
venient. Some  of  the  nearest  neighbors  were  a 
little  suspicious,  fearing  that  the  boiler  might 
"bust"  and  destroy  their  peaceful  domains. 

By  this  time  things  began  to  look  a  little  bet- 
ter. Our  subscription  list  was  gradually  growing, 
and  by  hard  work  and  close  economy  we  were  be- 
ginning to  come  out  whole  financially  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  We  now  began  to  see  that  our  loca- 
tion was  not  what  it  should  be  for  the  success  of 
our  business.  Marklesburg  was  a  little  village, 
situated  in  the  country,  about  a  mile  from  the  rail- 
road station,  and  we  came  to  realize  that  we  could 
not  build  up  the  business  we  had  in  mind  amid 
such  surroundings  and  conditions.  Consequently 
my  brother  secured  lots  in  Huntingdon — our  coun- 
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ty  town — built  an  office  and  dwelling,  and  in  Jan- 
uary 1874,  we  moved  with  our  office  and  fixtures 
to  Huntingdon.  We  found  this  a  much  better  lo- 
cation. Our  business  grew,  the  Pilgrim  grew  in 
favor  with  our  people,  and  our  prospects  of  suc- 
cess continued  to  grow  brighter.  But  those  who 
are  running  the  present  publishing  business  can 
never  know  how  hard  it  was  to  swim  against  the 
current  in  the  publishing  business  of  those  days. 
In  October  of  1876  we  consolidated  with  the 
Primitive  Christian,  published  by  Bro.  Quinter,  at 
Meyersdale,  Pa.  From  that  time  on  we  labored 
together  harmoniously  and  successfully,  until  the 
church  became  the  owner  of  the  entire  publishing 
business,  which  has  now  become  a  most  important 
factor  in  our  church  work  and  of  which  we,  as  a 
church,  may  justly  be  proud. 


Historical  Sketch  of  Printing  in  the  Church 

BY  D.   L.   MILLER 

What  follows  is  a  part  of  an  article  by  Elder  D.  L.  Miller  which 
appeared  in  the  Yearbook  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  1919. 
This  excerpt  begins  at  the  point  where  Henry  Kurtz  appears  on 
the  scene  and  continues  until  well  past  the  time  when  the  prin- 
cipal mergers  were  effected  and  the  Gospel  Messenger  became 
church  owned.  No  one  ever  was  or  is  better  fitted  to  tell  this 
story  than  was  the  author  of  this  Historical  Sketch  of  Printing  in 
the  Church.  For  a  period  of  forty  years  he  was  active  in  our 
church  printing  interests,  and  a  major  factor  in  shaping  policies 
and  determining  influence.  The  most  important  changes  since 
this  article  first  appeared  are  these:  the  merging  of  the  Mission- 
ary Visitor  and  The  Gospel  Messenger.  This  was  arranged  in 
1930  and  put  into  effect  with  the  first  issue  in  1931.  At  the  same 
time  the  paper  was  changed  from  a  large-sized  sixteen-page  pub- 
lication to  a  thirty-two  page  magazine  size.  In  the  fall  of  1934  a 
club  subscription  plan  was  inaugurated.  This  has  enabled  the 
Messenger  to  regain  circulation  and  as  recently  revised  promises 
to  enable  the  Messenger  to  exceed  former  circulation  records.  The 
concluding  paragraphs  of  Bro.  Miller's  article  are  still  a  fine 
statement  of  the  aims  and  hopes  of  the  editors  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger.— Ed. 

The  destruction  of  the  Sower  printing  plant 
practically  closed  the  first  active  period  of  print- 
ing by  the  membership  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  America.  It  was  not  until  1851  that 
it  was  again  revived,  in  a  very  limited  and  modest 
way.  In  1840  Eld.  Henry  Kurtz,  an  active,  schol- 
arly man  among  us,  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
became  deeply  impressed  with  the  fact  that  if  the 
church  was  to  succeed  and  become  an  active 
power  for  great  good  in  the  world  she  must  have 
a  church  paper  and  use  the  power  of  the  press 
to  accomplish  good.  He  agitated  the  subject  for 
some  years,  consulted  leading  elders  of  his  day, 
and  finally  received  sufficient  encouragement  to 
induce  him  to  make  a  start.  The  first  copy  of  the 
first  church  paper  printed  by  our  people  bears  date 
of  April  1,  1851.  It  was  a  monthly  publication  and 
bore  the  good  name  of  The  Gospel  Visitor.  This 
was  the  opening  of  the  second  period  of  printing 
by  our  people,  The  Visitor  our  first  church  paper. 

The  proposal  of  Bro.  Kurtz  to  publish  a  church 


paper  was  very  cautiously  received  and  with  op- 
position and  much  fear  by  some.  A  query  was 
sent  to  the  Conference  of  1850  reading  as  follows: 
"Whether  there  is  any  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  publishing  a  paper  among  us?  Answer: 
"This  subject  to  lay  over  until  next  Annual  Meet- 
ing." 

At  the  next  Annual  Meeting  (1851)  another  re- 
quest came  up  and  the  query  was  given  the  fol- 
lowing answer:  "Considered  .  .  .  that  we  will 
not  forbid  Bro.  Henry  Kurtz  to  go  on  with  the 
paper  for  one  year;  and  that  all  the  brethren  or 
churches  will  impartially  examine  The  Gospel 
Visitor,  and  if  found  wrong  or  injurious,  then  let 
them  send  in  their  objections  at  the  next  Annual 
Meeting." 

The  final  action  on  the  subject  was  not  taken 
until  1853.  In  1852  this  deliverance  was  sent  out: 
"That  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  diversity  of  opinion 
upon  the  subject — some  in  favor  and  others  op- 
posed— we  cannot  forbid  its  publication  at  this 
time,  and  hope  that  those  brethren  opposed  to  it 
will  exercise  forbearance,  and  let  it  stand  or  fall 
on  its  own  merits." 

The  following  year  the  question  came  up  again 
and  the  editor,  Bro.  Kurtz,  says  he  went  to  the 
Conference  with  fear  and  trembling,  not  knowing 
what  to  expect.  He  rejoiced  in  the  following  de- 
cision: "Inasmuch  as  The  Gospel  Visitor  is  a  pri- 
vate undertaking  of  its  editor,  we  unanimously 
conclude  that  this  meeting  should  not  any  further 
interfere  with  it." 

Here  the  discussion  of  the  paper  question  ended 
in  our  Conferences,  and  Eld.  Henry  Kurtz's  paper, 
The  Gospel  Visitor,  was  finally  established  and 
went  on  to  success.  The  printing  office  was  in  a 
springhouse  loft  near  Poland,  Ohio.  Bro.  Kurtz 
was  editor,  typesetter,  pressman  and  office  man. 
He  was  a  hard  worker.  Compare  the  springhouse 
loft  with  the  great  Publishing  House  at  Elgin,  111., 
today. 

In  June,  1856,  Bro.  James  Quinter  joined  Bro. 
Kurtz  as  associate  editor.  Bro.  Quinter's  associa- 
tion with  the  enterprise  and  his  editorial  work 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  patrons  of  The 
Visitor,  for  the  circulation  increased  and  the  pub- 
lication became  a  power  for  good.  Bro.  Kurtz, 
owing  to  the  infirmities  of  age,  finally  withdrew 
from  the  publishing  business,  leasing  his  interest 
in  it  to  his  son,  H.  J.  Kurtz,  and  Bishop  James 
Quinter,  who  now  became  the  editor  of  The  Gos- 
pel Visitor. 

There  then  came  a  pressure  that  the  paper  be 
published  semimonthly  or  weekly,  but  the  pub- 
lishers did  not  deem  it  wise  to  accede. 

Brother,  afterward  Elder,  H.  R.  Holsinger  was  a 
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typesetter  and  learned  the  printing  business  in 
The  Visitor  office.  Henry  strongly  urged  the  own- 
ers of  The  Visitor  to  make  it  a  weekly  paper  and 
give  him  a  place  on  the  editorial  staff.  Not  get- 
ting what  he  wanted,  he  left  the  office,  returning 
to  Tyrone,  Pa.  He  started  the  publication  of  a  lo- 
cal paper.  The  Tyrone  Herald,  in  the  interest  of 
the  Republican  party.  But  his  ideal  was  much 
higher  than  this,  and  May  10,  1864,  he  printed  a 
sample  copy  of  The  Christian  Family  Companion, 
a  weekly  church  paper,  the  first  of  the  kind  pub- 
lished. He  had  the  advice  of  his  state  district 
conference  in  this  query,  "Will  this  meeting  ap- 
prove of  the  proposition  of  Bro.  H.  R.  Holsinger 
to  publish  a  weekly  paper?"  Answer:  "He  may 
go  on  at  his  discretion."  His  new  weekly  paper 
was  received  with  favor;  the  subscription  list 
grew  and  the  paper  was  financially  successful. 

After  the  starting  of  The  Weekly  Companion, 
other  weekly  papers  were  published.  In  1870 
Brethren  Henry  B.  and  John  B.  Brumbaugh  com- 
menced the  publication  of  The  Pilgrim,  with  Elder 
George  Brumbaugh  as  associate  editor.  It  was 
published  at  James  Creek,  Pa.,  and  was  received 
with  favor  and  secured  a  good  circulation.  The 
subscription  price  was  one  dollar  a  year.  It  be- 
came an  established  fact  that  the  church  was 
ready  to  support  good  Christian  weekly  papers. 

Then  The  Golden  Dawn,  a  monthly  magazine, 
the  monthly  Vindicator,  The  Brethren's  Messen- 
ger, The  Young  People,  The  Brethren  at  Work, 
The  Gospel  Preacher,  Der  Bruderbote  (a  German 
monthly),  The  Progressive  Christian,  The  Breth- 
ren's Advocate,  Our  Sunday  Schools,  The  Deacon, 
The  Missionary  Advocate,  The  Landmark  and  oth- 
ers were  published. 

At  this  point  an  outline  of  the  history  of  The 
Brethren  at  Work  is  in  place.  Bro.  J.  T.  Myers 
published  The  Brethren's  Messenger,  a  monthly 
paper,  in  English,  in  1876.  It  did  not  prove  as  suc- 
cessful as  was  hoped,  and  Aug.  26,  1876,  a  notice 
was  published  in  The  Primitive  Christian  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Bro.  J.  T.  Myers,  of  Germantown,  Pa.,  has  com- 
pleted arrangements  to  move  The  Brethren  Mes- 
senger to  Lanark,  111.,  and  instead  of  The  Messen- 
ger being  printed  part  in  English  and  part  in  Ger- 
man, two  papers  will  be  published,  one  a  weekly, 
in  English,  entitled  The  Brethren  at  Work,  price, 
prepaid,  $1.35  per  annum;  and  the  other  a  Ger- 
man monthly,  entitled  Der  Bruderbote,  price, 
$0.75  per  annum,  both  of  which  to  be  edited  and 
published  by  J.  H.  Moore,  J.  T.  Myers,  M.  M. 
Eshelman;  associate  editors,  R.  H.  Miller,  J.  W. 
Stein  and  Daniel  Vaniman;  associate  editress,  Mat- 
tie  A.  Lear." 


The  new  paper  was  well  received  and  for  a 
time  was  a  financial  success.  The  brotherhood 
then  had  two  prominent  weekly  papers,  one  pub- 
lished in  the  East  and  the  other  in  the  West,  be- 
sides numerous  other  publications. 

It  was  then  felt  that  we  were  having  too  many 
publications  and  that  it  would  be  wise  to  begin 
consolidations,  especially  since  some  of  them 
seemed  to  threaten  the  peace  of  the  church.  The 
Vindicator  became  the  official  organ  of  the  Old 
Order  Brethren,  and  The  Progressive  Christian, 
that  of  the  Progressive  Brethren. 

In  1873  Bro.  James  Quinter  purchased  Bro. 
Kurtz's  interest  in  The  Gospel  Visitor  and  Bro.  H. 
R.  Holsinger's  Christian  Family  Companion  and 
united  the  two  into  one  paper,  The  Primitive 
Christian,  and  in  October  1876,  The  Primitive 
Christian  and  The  Pilgrim  were  consolidated  and 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  became  the  place  of  publication. 
In  1881  Eld.  Joseph  Amick  and  the  writer  became 
owners  of  The  Brethren  at  Work.  It  had  failed 
financially  and  it  took  hard  work  and  careful  man- 
agement to  restore  it.  Bro.  Amick  was  an  active, 
able  business  man,  and  in  a  few  years  the  paper 
was  placed  on  a  paying  basis.  A  few  years  prior 
Bro.  J.  H.  Moore  had  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
paper  to  Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman.  Bro.  J.  H.  Moore 
was  secured  as  editor  and  he  served  several  years. 

From  the  first,  the  owners  of  The  Brethren  at 
Work  urged  consolidation  as  well  as  that  the 
church  should  own  and  manage  its  publishing  in- 
terest. In  June  1883,  The  Primitive  Christian  and 
The  Brethren  at  Work  became  one  paper — The 
Gospel  Messenger,  published  at  Mount  Morris, 
111.,  and  soon  became  the  leading  paper  of  the 
church. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Moore  was  office  editor  of  The  Gospel 
Messenger.  In  a  short  time  he  resigned  and  moved 
to  Florida.  Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh  served  until 
1885,  when  the  writer  was  appointed  and  he  has 
served  continually  on  the  editorial  staff  of  The 
Messenger  ever  since.*  In  1891,  desiring  to  con- 
tinue his  travels,  he  secured  Bro.  Moore's  valuable 
services  as  office  editor.  Bro.  Moore  continued  his 
services  until  1915,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Elder  Edward  Frantz.  Since  1885  the  writer's 
name  has  appeared  as  an  editor.  Since  the  paper 
was  turned  over  to  the  church  in  1897  he  has 
served  without  compensation.  .  .  .  This  sketch 
cannot  be  better  concluded  than  by  what  the  writ- 
er said  once  before: 

"It  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  the  highest 
aim  and  constant  endeavor  of  the  editorial  staff 
and  the  Missionary  Board  to  so  conduct  the  paper 
as  to  help  to  edify  and  encourage  all  the  members 
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of  the  church  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  all  the 
elements  together  with  a  view  of  unifying  them 
and  bringing  them  into  that  oneness  in  Christ  Je- 
sus that  should  exist  in  the  body  of  the  professed 
believers  in  Christ.  This  policy  has  been  promi- 
nent from  the  first.  It  was  not  adopted  hastily 
nor  without  prayer  and  thoughtful  consideration. 
"The  Messenger  is  one  of  the  cleanest,  purest 
and  best  religious  papers  published  today,  and  to 
our  own  people  is  immeasurably  above  all  others, 
in  standing  for  the  truth.  Its  value  to  the  church 
from  a  religious,  moral  and  intellectual  standpoint 
is  incalculable.  Its  helpfulness  to  ministers  and 
laity  is  freely  admitted  by  all  who  read  it.  It  is, 
to  a  large  extent,  moulding  and  shaping  the  des- 
tiny and  directing  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Its  highest  aim  is  to 
teach  and  maintain,  with  all  its  power,  the  doc- 
trines and  principles  of  the  Gospel,  as  understood 
and  practiced  by  our  Fraternity.  It  stands  for  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  for  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  first,  last  and  all  the  time." 


The  Drawing  Power  of  Christ 

BY  D.   E.   CRIPE 

Jesus  said,  "And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the 
earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  me"  (John  12:  32). 
This  he  said  signifying  what  death  he  should  die. 
In  this  he  had  reference  to  the  time  when  his 
work  on  earth  should  be  finished,  when  he  had 
died  on  the  cross,  risen  from  the  tomb  and  as- 
cended to  heaven.  Then  as  people  learned  how  he 
had  loved  mankind  and  died  for  them  it  would  be 
the  means  of  drawing  them  unto  him. 

When  we  remember  what  a  drawing  power  he 
had  while  he  was  here  in  the  flesh  over  men  and 
women  who  saw  him  and  gladly  listened  to  his 
teaching,  we  can  understand  how  those  who  learn 
about  the  crucified  Christ  will  be  drawn  to  him 
who  suffered  so  much  to  make  it  possible  that  they 
might  be  saved. 

Two  strong  men  who  had  come  from  far  Galilee 
to  the  Jordan  where  John  had  been  baptizing,  saw 
a  Stranger  walk  by  one  day  and  heard  the  Baptist 
say,  "Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world!"  They  followed  him  and  lis- 
tened to  his  teaching  until  the  sun  went  down. 
Then  they  found  their  comrades  and  said,  "We 
have  found  the  Christ."  So  soon  and  so  complete- 
ly were  they  convinced  that  this  was  the  long  ex- 
pected Messiah. 

Peter  and  James,  to  whom  they  told  this,  also 
went  and  listened  to  this  great  Teacher,  and  they 
felt  so  sure  this  was  the  Christ  that  they  were 
ready  to  follow  him.  Then  as  they  started  on  their 


return  journey  two  other  good  men  joined  them, 
also  accepting  him  for  their  Savior.    All  these  six ' 
became  his  faithful  and  devoted  followers  during 
the  earthly  pilgrimage  of  Jesus. 

On  another  occasion,  when  Jesus  was  talking 
with  the  woman  at  the  well,  he  told  her  to  go  and 
call  her  friends.  They  came  and  listened  to  his 
teaching.  Then  they  said,  "Now  we  believe,  not 
because  of  what  the  woman  told  us,  but  because 
of  what  we  have  heard  you  say." 

On  a  later  occasion  a  large  multitude  were 
with  Jesus  by  Lake  Gennesaret,  and  they  pressed 
so  close  to  him  that  he  had  no  room  to  stand.  He 
stepped  into  a  boat  and  asked  the  owner  to  push 
out  a  little  so  he  could  speak  to  the  people.  They 
were  anxious  to  come  very  near  him.  Even  the 
multitude  who  were  hungry  sat  down  to  wait 
while  he  was  breaking  the  bread.  They  were 
more  hungry  for  his  words. 

After  persecution  had  scattered  the  disciples  far 
and  wide,  wherever  these  followers  of  Jesus 
would  go  they  would  tell  the  story  of  Christ  and 
the  cross.  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  drawn  and 
added  to  these  persecuted  people. 

After  Saul,  the  great  persecutor  of  the  church, 
had  become  Paul,  the  Christian  preacher,  the  Lord 
sent  him  as  an  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  to  go  far 
and  wide  preaching  Christ.  He  was  given  but  lit- 
tle to  carry.  The  Gentiles  had  no  use  for  the  He- 
brews or  Jews,  and  cared  not  for  the  law  of  Moses 
or  for  the  prophets,  and  Paul  did  not  preach  these 
things.  But  he  could  preach  Christ,  his  love,  his 
gentleness,  his  purity,  his  holiness  and  his  ascen- 
sion to  heaven.    He  could  preach  Christ  crucified. 

Paul  and  his  faithful  assistants  did  preach 
Christ,  and  his  drawing  power  brought  great  mul- 
titudes into  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Perhaps  there 
has  been  no  preaching  from  that  day  to  this  which 
has  built  up  the  church  as  did  the  preaching  of 
Christ  by  those  holy  men.  Nothing  can  bring  men 
and  women  to  repentance  and  implant  in  them  the 
love  of  God  and  the  hope  of  heaven  as  does  the 
preaching  of  Christ. 

Christ's  drawing  power  cannot  reach  those  who 
do  not  know  him,  and  there  are  people  even  in 
this  country  who  know  little  more  about  him  than 
they  do  of  other  historical  characters.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  such  people  be  taught  the  sacredness 
and  the  holiness  of  his  name,  and  the  majesty  of 
his  power.  It  is  the  work  of  the  minister  to  teach 
the  unchurched  people  about  the  Son  of  God,  the 
Savior  of  the  world.  What  can  be  more  interest- 
ing to  honest  people  than  this  soul-saving  knowl- 
edge? 

Wichita,  Kans. 
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The  First  Conference 

BY  I.   N.  H.   BEAHM 

The  first  Brethren  conference  was  in  the  Holy 
City,  Jerusalem,  Anno  Domini,  in  the  first  century 
of  our  era. 

The  local  church  at  Antioch  was  being  threat- 
ened with  a  backward  movement  toward  the  cove- 
nant of  death,  and  the  issue  turned  on  the  funda- 
mental and  outstanding  doctrine  and  practice  of 
the  "church  in  the  wilderness."  It  was  then  de- 
cided to  refer  the  matter  to  the  mother  church, 
composed  outstandingly  of  the  apostles  and  elders 
who  were  at  Jerusalem  when  the  delegates, 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  who  had  been  "brought  on 
their  way  by  the  church"  presented  the  matter, 
and  thus  the  great  gathering  was  called  by  the 
apostles  to  consider  the  matter.  The  New  Testa- 
ment seems  to  emphasize  the  "apostles"  and  the 
"elders."  It  was  a  place  of  very  free  and  much 
discussion  (Acts  15:  7). 

In  Rev.  12:  1  the  woman  is  the  church,  the 
moon  is  the  law,  the  sun  is  the  gospel  and  the 
twelve  stars  are  the  twelve  apostles. 

How  different  from  this  and  even  from  the 
Levitical  priesthood  was  the  new  and  convenient 
religion  under  Jeroboam  (see  1  Kings  12:  25-33). 
Jeroboam  loosened  and  liberalized  the  priesthood. 
He  liberalized  and  lowered  religion.  He  set  up  the 
"calves  of  Samaria"  at  Bethel  in  the  south  and  at 
Dan  in  the  north  so  that  their  religion  would  be  a 
matter  of  expediency  and  convenience,  and  then 
with  this  twofold  kind  of  religion  he  drifted  into 
idolatry. 

Now  I  am  asking  the  question,  What  became  of 
this  loose  and  convenient  religion  among  the  ten 
tribes  of  Israel?  The  answer  is,  It  was  lost. 
However,  the  book,  Two  Sticks,  by  M.  M.  Eshel- 
man,  is  a  very  interesting  one;  but  the  lesson  here 
is  that  laxity  and  looseness  do  not  promote  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth.  Brother  Jude  was  a 
half  brother  to  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  and  he 
commanded  that  we  "contend  earnestly  for  the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints." 

But  some  one  asked,  "What  has  this  to  do  with 
the  First  Conference?  Why,  it  is  this:  We  have 
a  committee  at  work  right  now  on  the  question  of 
loosening  and  lowering  the  standard  of  the  apos- 
tleship  and  the  eldership  in  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  This  we  cannot  and  dare  not  do  without 
sacrificing  for  the  sake  of  convenience  and  expedi- 
ence. It  is  hoped  and  prayed,  therefore,  that  the 
members  of  the  committee  who  are  studying  this 
question  will  report  unfavorably  on  the  proposi- 
tion of  lifting  informally  the  laity  of  the  church 
into  the  apostleship  and  eldership  of  the  church 


of  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  "the  pillar  and  ground 
of  the  truth."  The  Jeroboam  policy  of  loosening 
and  lowering  the  priesthood  and  the  standards  of 
religion  in  the  "calves  of  Samaria"  is  a  terrific 
warning  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  There- 
fore, let  there  be  no  lowering  of  the  standardiza- 
tion and  personnel  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Amen! 
Nokesville,  Va. 


The  Forgiving  Christ  Speaks  to  Our  Day 

BY  HOWARD  H.  KEIM,  JR. 

"Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do"  (Luke  23:  34). 

The  passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  not 
merely  a  pantomime.  It  is  not  a  mute  spectacle 
which  we  must  interpret  for  ourselves,  though  it 
might  be  exceedingly  meaningful  even  if  it  were. 
We  have  with  the  tragic  drama  of  suffering,  the 
words  of  the  Sufferer,  the  seven  last  words  on  the 
cross.  Jesus'  death  is  the  crown  of  his  life.  His 
utterances  on  the  cross  are  the  key  to  all  his 
teachings. 

Jesus  came  into  a  world  of  bitter  hatreds.  He 
speaks  from  the  cross  again  today,  to  a  world  of 
bitter  hatreds.  Nation  has  risen  up  against  nation 
to  kill,  ravish,  plunder  and  destroy.  Class  has 
risen  against  class,  race  against  race,  and  creed 
against  creed.  Those  who  are  busy  and  ingenious 
at  hating  one  another  are  trying  to  evangelize  the 
world  with  their  hatreds. 

Jesus  speaks  to  us  of  a  forgiving  spirit  which 
is  basic  in  the  nature  of  God.  The  heavenly  Fa- 
ther is  like  the  father  of  the  prodigal  son  and  his 
self-righteous  brother.  Men  may  fall  ever  so  low, 
but  God's  love  will  follow  them  to  the  gutter  or  to 
the  pig  pen  to  bring  them  back,  if  possible,  into  a 
glorious  filial  relationship  with  himself.  Men  may 
become  ever  so  proud,  self-righteous,  or  hypo- 
critical, but  the  Father's  love  will  continue  to 
plead  with  them  to  enter  the  fellowship  of  divine 
love.  God  is  like  Jesus,  we  believe,  ever  seeking 
to  forgive  those  who  revile,  curse,  betray,  or  cru- 
cify him. 

The  Master  speaks  to  us  today  of  a  forgiving 
spirit  which  is  basic  in  the  good  life.  He  makes 
it  clear  that  we  are  incapable  of  receiving  God's 
forgiveness  until  we  have  the  forgiving  spirit  in 
ourselves.  He  said,  "When  ye  stand  praying,  for- 
give, if  ye  have  aught  against  any;  that  your  Fa- 
ther which  is  in  heaven  may  also  forgive  you  your 
trespasses"  (Mark  11:  25).  Again  he  suggests,  "If 
thou  art  offering  thy  gift  at  the  altar  and  there 
rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  aught  against 
thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  go 
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thy  way,  first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and 
then  come  and  offer  thy  gift"  (Matt.  5:  23,  24). 
We  have  been  given  a  responsibility,  according  to 
these  statements,  not  only  to  forgive,  but  to  help 
the  other  person  forgive. 

Peter  one  time  asked  Jesus  if  he  should  forgive 
until  seven  times,  and  Jesus  responded,  "Not  until 
seven  times;  but  until  seventy  times  seven"  (Matt. 
18:  22) .  Our  forgiveness  must  be  of  the  spirit  of 
God  and  without  limitations.  He  who  is  unfor- 
giving sins  against  himself  as  well  as  against  his 
neighbor  and  against  God.  He  is  out  of  tune  with 
the  universe.  A  piece  of  pig  iron  and  a  magnet 
contain  the  same  elements.  In  the  pig  iron,  we 
are  told,  the  electrons  are  jumbled  so  as  to  coun- 
teract one  another.  In  the  magnet  the  electrons 
are  harmoniously  arranged  so  that  the  electrical 
force  of  the  universe  flows  through  it.  So  is  the 
life  that  contains  the  forgiving  spirit.  The  divine 
force  of  the  Creator  is  drawing  all  men  to  him- 
self through  such  lives  as  truly  exemplify  the 
Christian  spirit. 

Why  did  Jesus  make  this  prayer:  "Father,  for- 
give them  for  they  know  not  what  they  do"?  Not 
because  he  was  asking  God  to  ignore  the  sins  of 
men,  nor  because  he  himself  was  overlooking 
their  sinfulness.  He  knew  man  as  no  one  else 
has  ever  known  him.  He  was  not  pleading  for 
God  to  be  lenient  toward  sin  and  its  consequences. 
He  did  not  ask  for  the  burden  of  the  cross,  the 
fruit  of  sin  which  he  carried  for  our  sakes,  to  be 
lightened.  He  did  not  ask  God  to  change  the  rule 
of  the  universe  which  states  that  "the  wages  of  sin 
is  death."  He  was  earnestly  praying  that  God's 
forgiving  spirit  might  enter  the  lives  of  those  who 
crucified  him,  so  that  they  might  pass  out  of  death 
into  life.  The  prayer  was  not  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  changing  God,  but  that  God  might  be  re- 
vealed in  a  true  light.  We  see  the  loving  charac- 
ter of  the  Father  in  the  bleeding  Savior  of  the 
world.  We  visualize  his  redemptive  purpose  in 
Jesus'  prayer  of  forgiveness.  He  did  not  send  his 
angels  to  destroy  those  who  killed  his  Son,  but  he 
put  in  the  mouth  of  his  Son  words  that  would 
ultimately  win  the  hearts  of  his  executioners.  No 
one  had  ever  imagined  such  love  until  Jesus  died 
on  the  cross.  He  longed  for  the  redemption  of 
sinful  man.  He  hoped  with  a  divine  hope  that 
when  God's  forgiving  love  was  revealed  men 
would  turn  from  their  hatred  of  one  another  and 
would  build  a  world  family  of  brotherly  love. 
Sometime  they  will.  We  can  help  answer  this 
prayer  of  Jesus  by  living  lives  of  love  and  for- 
giveness and  by  refusing  to  hate  anyone,  even 
those  who  persecute  us. 

Huntington,  Ind. 


Preparing  for  Easter  Through  Fellowship 

BY  DAN  WEST 

For  Christians,  Easter  is  the  high  time  of  the  year. 
At  Christmas  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ;  but  at 
Easter,  his  resurrection.  Our  Christian  faith  is  more 
nearly  centered  about  his  resurrection. 

An  increasing  number  of  Protestants  are  following  the 
old  idea  of  Lent — borrowed  from  the  Catholic  Church — 
and  some  take  it  with  extreme  seriousness.  For  them, 
Easter  is  the  climax  of  a  longer  period.  Without  a 
doubt,  the  self-denial  of  conscientious  Christians  does 
make  Easter  more  meaningful,  but  I  have  also  observed 
the  letdown  after  Easter.  Most  of  us  who  have  been 
through  many  seasons  of  Lent  and  many  Easters  have 
not  grown  spiritually  as  we  wanted  to  grow. 

Perhaps  we  haven't  gone  at  this  in  the  most  effective 
way.  More  and  more,  I  am  coming  to  believe  that  our 
deepest  spiritual  meanings  are  so  closely  tied  up  with 
the  fellowship — or  lack  of  it — with  our  brethren  that 
we  can  better  prepare  for  Easter  through  the  building 
or  restoring  of  fellowship  than  in  any  other  way  that 
leaves  out  this  process. 

We  have  not  built  the  habit  of  forgiveness  because 
our  self-respect  has  been  built  on  other  foundations. 
Then  we  have  not  learned  the  technique  of  forgiveness, 
and  so  we  harbor  remorse  and  ill-feelings  right  up 
through  Easter,  though  wanting  all  the  while  to  unite 
our  spirits  with  that  of  Christ.  I  am  convinced  that  it 
cannot  be  done.  And  so  I  propose  that  we  take  with  a 
new  seriousness  this  Easter  time  and  some  clear  com- 
mandments of  Jesus. 

"All  things  therefore  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men 
should  do  unto  you,  even  so  do  ye  also  unto  them:  for 
this  is  the  law  and  the  prophets"  (Matt.  7:  12). 

"If  therefore  thou  art  offering  thy  gift  at  the  altar, 
and  there  rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath  aught 
against  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and 
go  thy  way,  first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and  then 
come  and  offer  thy  gift"  (Matt.  5:  23,  24). 

"And  if  thy  brother  sin  against  thee,  go,  show  him 
his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone:  if  he  hear  thee, 
thou  hast  gained  thy  brother.  But  if  he  hear  thee  not, 
take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  at  the  mouth 
of  two  witnesses  or  three  every  word  may  be  estab- 
lished. And  if  he  refuse  to  hear  them,  tell  it  unto  the 
church:  and  if  he  refuse  to  hear  the  church  also,  let 
him  be  unto  thee  as  the  Gentile  and  the  publican"  (Matt. 
18:15-17). 

"Then  came  Peter  and  said  to  him,  Lord,  how  oft 
shall  my  brother  sin  against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  un- 
til seven  times?  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  I  say  not  unto 
thee,  until  seven  times;  but  until  seventy  times  seven" 
(Matt.  18:21,  22). 

"Take  heed  to  yourselves:  if  thy  brother  sin,  rebuke 
him;  and  if  he  repent,  forgive  him.  And  if  he  sin  against 
thee  seven  times  in  the  day,  and  seven  times  turn  again 
to  thee,  saying,  I  repent;  thou  shalt  forgive  him"  (Luke 
17:  34). 

"For  if  ye  forgive  men  their  trespasses,  your  heavenly 
Father  will  also  forgive  you.  But  if  ye  forgive  not  men 
their  trespasses,  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  your 
trespasses"  (Matt.  6:  14,   15). 

If  we  use  this  method  to  get  us  ready  for  Easter,  there 
will  be  no  letdown. 

Goshen,  Ind. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


lliete  tike  Healts  Uoulaceous 


BY  MAY  ALLREAD  BAKER 


"And  he  spake  a  parable  unto  them  to  this  end,  that  men 
ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint"  (Luke  18:  1). 

We  hear  much  today  of  courage — of  the  bravery  of 
men  under  fire;  of  civilians  under  bombing.  All  this  is 
admirable  enough  when  horrible  necessity  requires  it, 
but  I  would  write  of  the  courage  of  little  things — the 
common,  everyday  sort  of  courage  that  goes  to  make  up 
the  sum  of  living. 

I  have  seen  the  courage  of  men  at  their  daily  tasks — 
men  balanced  perilously  on  a  slender  girder,  high  in  the 
air,  fastening  the  beams  in  place  as  they  erect  our  mod- 
ern skyscrapers.  I  have  seen  them  moving  along  the 
roads,  driving  trucks  loaded  with  nitroglycerin.  I  have 
seen  miners  going  down  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
even  on  the  next  day  but  one,  following  a  disastrous 
cave-in,  to  dig  the  coal  to  feed  our  fires.  I  have  seen 
men  cutting  down  big  trees,  or  freeing  locked  logs 
caught  in  dangerous  ice  jams,  where  a  single  mistake 
would  be  fatal — all  with  the  courage  and  a  coolness 
that  any  individual  might  envy. 

Once  I  watched  a  huge  building  burning.  I  saw  fire- 
men cheerfully  risking  their  lives  as  they  entered  the 
flaming  structure.  I  have  known  of  telephone  operators 
sticking  to  their  posts,  warning  neighboring  communi- 
ties while  the  wild  waters  rose  higher  and  higher  about 
them.  I  have  known  of  policemen  entering  houses 
where  armed  and  desperate  criminals  lurked.  These 
may  seem  like  small  things,  all  in  the  course  of  a  day's 
work,  but  they  are  as  truly  great,  in  their  way,  as  an 
aviator  spanning  the  Atlantic! 

And  I  would  write  also  of  the  greatest  courage  of 
all — of  the  mental  and  spiritual  courage  shown  in  fac- 
ing great  odds — physical,  financial,  or  social. 

I  am  thinking  of  Fanny  Crosby,  the  blind  hymn  writ- 
er who  has  brought  new  hope  and  happiness  to  thou- 
sands physically  afflicted  as  was  she  herself.  Near  the 
close  of  a  beautiful  life  she  wrote  Memories  of  Eighty 
Years.  Or  there  was  a  poor  Negro  boy,  born  a  slave, 
who  when  thought  near  death  from  whooping  cough, 
was  sold  for  less  than  three  hundred  dollars.  But  he 
was  a  boy  hungering  and  thirsting  after  knowledge.  He 
worked  his  way  through  the  grade  school,  high  school, 
and  then  through  college.  He  was  rejected  at  one  col- 
lege because  he  was  a  Negro.  Starting  a  small  laundry, 
he  worked  at  this  and  at  odd  jobs  until  he  was  finally 
able  to  graduate  from  the  Iowa  State  College  with  hon- 
ors in  the  class  of  1890.  Now  all  the  world  knows  of  the 
almost  miraculous  scientific  researches  of  George  Wash- 
ington Carver. 

I  am  thinking,  too,  of  Helen  Keller.  Blind,  deaf  and 
dumb,  her  head  was  once  likened  to  a  pillar  of  living 
stone.  But  finally,  overcoming  these  terrific  handicaps, 
she  enjoys  life  almost  as  any  normal  person.  She  has 
written  books,  given  lectures,  and  has  brought  cheer 
into  many  homes  and  to  thousands  of  afflicted  people. 

And  I  am  thinking  of  a  man  who  faced  the  loss  of  a 
great  fortune.  Buying  a  little  farm,  and  going  into  debt 
for  it  in  the  bargain,  he  learned  to  work  out  in  the  fields, 
straining  nerve  and  sinew  under  the  hot,  summer  sun. 


He  accepted  floods  and  droughts  as  they  came  his  way. 
Milking  and  tending  stock  in  the  wintertime  was  a 
great  change  for  one  who  had  once  had  a  palatial  estate 
at  Palm  Beach  and  a  string  of  polo  ponies.  But  he  won 
out  with  the  help  of  his  devoted  wife — not  to  regain 
great  wealth,  but  a  modest  competence  that  supports  his 
family  in  comfort,  and  to  achieve  a  soundness  of  health 
that  had  never  been  his  in  his  former  pampered  way 
of  living. 

And  there's  the  story  of  another  brave  man — a  man 
basely  deserted  by  a  worthless  wife.  How  he  clung, 
with  desperate  resolution,  to  his  four  small  boys!  He 
made  beds,  cooked,  swept — even  did  the  family  washing 
and  mending  until  such  time  as  he  could  afford  to  do 
otherwise.  He  did  all  this  extra  work  willingly  and 
cheerfully  on  Saturdays  and  when  he  had  a  holiday 
from  the  factory.  He  sent  the  boys  to  school  with  clean 
clothes  and  clean  faces,  and  to  Sunday  school  every 
Sunday  morning.  Today  these  boys  have  grown  into 
fine  young  men.  All  are  making  places  for  themselves 
in  the  world,  and  thinking  with  reason  that  their  father 
is  the  finest  pal  on  earth. 

There's  the  heroic  woman  with  a  crippled  daughter. 
Bravely  she  goes  about  the  streets  of  the  small  village 
where  she  lives,  pushing  her  child  in  a  cart  made  for 
her  by  a  neighbor. 

"Yes;  life's  hard,"  she  will  say,  when  one  pauses  for 
a  friendly  chat.  "But  it  could  have  been  so  much  worse! 
John  had  the  cottage  paid  for  before  he  died,  and  I  can 
raise  a  sight  of  garden  truck  on  those  two  big  lots. 
And,  thank  heaven,  I  have  always  been  strong!  I  really 
enjoy  washing  and  baking  for  folks.  I've  a  bit  of  in- 
surance put  aside  for  Mary — just  in  case  something  hap- 
pens to  me.  Oh,  I've  always  found  the  Lord'll  pro- 
vide— somehow  or  other." 

Three  hour's  driving  from  historic  New  Orleans,  in 
the  piney  woods  of  southern  Mississippi,  it  was  my 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  spend  a  few  days  with  a  fight- 
ing old  Irishwoman  with  a  great  heart  and  a  spirit  as 
courageous  as  a  lion.  Bowed  with  the  weight  of  eighty 
years,  half-blind  with  cataracts,  crippled  with  rheuma- 
tism, she  valiantly  carried  on.  She  was  baking,  sweep- 
ing, cooking,  raising  turkeys  and  chickens,  and  working 
in  the  garden.  Said  she:  "If  Van's  sheep  do  better  this 
year,  I'll  go  to  the  city  for  an  operation.  I  can't  afford 
it  otherwise.  The  doctor  says  anytime  in  the  next  year 
will  do  to  remove  these  pesky  cataracts." 

Then  she  went  on  to  tell  me  about  son  Van's  hard 
luck — how  he  came  to  this  Mississippi  farming  com- 
munity twelve  years  before  with  seventeen  thousand 
dollars  in  cash  which  he  had  invested  in  the  four-hun- 
dred-acre sheep  ranch.  How  aggravating  the  poor  beasts 
were!  And  then  there  was  yearly  loss  from  stray  dogs, 
tick  fever,  hoof  disease  and  from  burned-up  pasture 
lands.  She  told  also  of  the  hazards  of  the  cotton  crop, 
and  the  shiftlessness  of  many  of  the  share-cropping  Ne- 
groes. "We're  both  sick  of  the  ranch — but  maybe  Van 
will  get  a  buyer.  If  not — well,  we're  here;  we  shall  just 
have  to  make  the  best  of  it.  Times  are  bound  to  get 
better — someday." 
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Summer's 
golden 
opportunity  . 

a  candidate 
for  vacation 
school. 


(See  Church  at 
Work,  page   18) 


But  late  that  night,  when  the  old  lady  had  retired, 
and  Van,  my  husband  and  I  were  sitting  on  the  ver- 
anda, Van,  a  youngish,  tanned  man  in  his  early  forties, 
said  that  there  was  little  prospect  of  times  getting  bet- 
ter— and  none  of  a  buyer.  "This  sheep  business  is  a 
joke.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  mother's  pluck  I'd  have  quit, 
long  ago.  However,  I'll  keep  on  fighting — I  owe  it  to 
her.  One  thing,  she's  going  to  have  her  eyes  taken  care 
of,  after  the  shearing — if  it  takes  my  last  loose  dime." 

I  am  thinking  of  another  mother — a  country  girl, 
basely  deceived  by  a  "fine-haired  city  fellow"  who  took 
advantage  of  her  lack  of  training  and  a  moment's  weak- 
ness. 

With  magnificent  courage,  she  secured  a  job.  She 
went  to  work  day  after  day,  refusing  to  take  a  coward's 
way  out.  Up  until  six  weeks  of  her  child's  birth  she 
worked,  paying  her  own  hospital  bills;  and  afterwards, 
she  paid  the  child's  keep  in  a  day  nursery.  She  made 
a  home  for  him  when  he  became  of  school  age,  carefully 
choosing  his  companions  and  books.  "His  father's  yel- 
low," she  said,  briefly.  "But  my  child  is  going  to  have 
every  chance  to  make  good."  And  she  kept  her  word. 
Today,  this  boy  holds  a  responsible  position;  the  mother 
is  a  loved  and  honored  member  of  the  household — a  pil- 
lar of  the  largest  church  in  the  community. 

I  would  write  of  the  courage  of  another  girl.  This  girl 
earnestly  desired  to  enter  a  nurses'  training  school.  But 
her  parents  were  poor;  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
furnish  her  the  necessary  training  fee.  So  she  went  into 
homes,  this  brave  girl,  where  there  was  illness  and 
new-born  babies.  Here  she  entered  a  private  training 
course  of  her  own.  Here  she  did  all  sorts  of  work,  for  a 
modest  price — cooking,  mopping  dirty  floors,  washing 
diapers,  carrying  bed  pans,  bathing  patients,  bearing 
their  fretful  tempers  with  marvelous  patience. 

Today  this  girl,  whom  I  am  proud  to  claim  as  my 
cousin,  is  assistant  superintendent  of  nurses  in  one  of 
the  finest  hospitals  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

There  is  the  courage  of  a  writer  who,  when  told  by 
his  physician  that  he  had  only  a  few  months  to  live,  re- 
torted that  he  must  then  make  haste  to  finish  his  book. 


"There's  a  message  I  want  to  get  across — it'll  be  one  of 
the  best  I've  ever  written."  So,  instead  of  repining  his 
fate,  or  rushing  into  senseless  dissipation,  he  worked 
steadily  away  until  his  great  masterpiece  was  finished. 
He  was  thus  able  to  give  to  the  world  a  priceless  heri- 
tage ere  his  frail,  earthy  life  vanished  away  into  eter- 
nity. 

I  would  write  of  the  courage  of  many  men  and  wom- 
en— of  everyday  men  and  women.  I  would  write  of 
men  going  about  with  smiles  on  their  faces  when  their 
hearts  were  consumed  with  anxiety.  How  were  they  to 
meet  the  interest  on  the  mortgage?  How  could  they 
provide  for  another  little  life  coming  into  the  world? 
How  best  keep  their  sons  and  daughters  from  the  tav- 
erns that  infest  the  roadsides?  Facing  everywhere  the 
subtle  temptations  of  Satan's  agents,  yet  keeping  them- 
selves clean  and  honest  and  pure  in  a  topsy-turvy  world. 
I  would  write  of  the  courage  of  men  brave  enough  to 
stand  before  an  angry,  surging  mob  and  state  calmly 
and  convincingly  their  conceptions  of  right  and  wrong. 

Then  there  are  the  little  mothers — weary  mothers — 
toiling  to  keep  their  homes  bright  and  attractive,  mak- 
ing the  best  of  a  slender  income,  worried  about  food  and 
rent  and  fuel,  but  keeping  their  faces  cheerful,  and  their 
courage  undaunted.  There  are  the  praying  mothers — 
praying  against  great  odds  for  their  boys  and  girls — but 
with  hopeful  hearts,  for  they  know  that  God  is  good — 
that  he  is  never  mocked. 

Yes,  I  would  write  of  these  truly  great  men  and  wom- 
en. It  is  such  as  these  who  make  life  worth  while — 
who  make  life  akin  to  the  divine. 

Arcanum,  Ohio. 


We  had  best  stop  and  look  at  Everychild. 

He  is  not  alone  for  his  mother, 

Not  alone  for  his  father, 

But  belongs  to  every  one  of  us. 

He  is  the  deepest  concern  of  us  all. 
What  shall  be  done  for  Everychild? 

— Peterson. 
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Esther    Ruth    Shull 

at  about  eight  months 


(With  Apologies  to  Mrs.  Roosevelt) 
BY  BABY  ESTHER  RUTH  SHULL 
My  day,  Aug.  4,  1940,  started  as  usual  with  a  feed  at 
about  6  A.  M.  After  the  routine  of  regular  morning 
care  I  played  around  in  my  bed  till  eight  o'clock  when 
I  had  my  orange  juice  and  Radiostoleum.  Then  mother 
bathed  and  dressed  me  for  the  special  dedication  service 
to  be  held  in  the  church.  I  wore  that  little  dress  Aunt 
Jennie  sent  me.  You  remember  it  has  the  blue  ma- 
deira embroidery  down  the  front  and  blue  collar  and 
cuffs.  Mother  loaded  up  my  "pram"  with  such  a  lot  of 
things — diapers,  pads,  bags,  and  books,  until  there  was 
hardly  room  for  me  to  sit.  She  finally  put  my  topi  on 
and  we  were  off.  The  road  was  very  muddy  and  slip- 
pery in  some  places.  As  we  arrived  a  bit  late,  we  went 
directly  to  the  women's  class.  Miss  Swartz  was  teach- 
ing.   I  liked  seeing  the  pictures  and  maps  on  the  wall. 

During  the  intermission  between  Sunday  school  and 
church  a  lot  of  little  children  gathered  round  to  see  me. 
Indu  entertained  me  by  snapping  her  fingers,  Charles 
talked  to  me,  and  Vimala  gave  me  a  pretty  pink  flower. 
Soon  it  was  time  to  go  in  for  the  church  service.  We 
heard  the  children  singing,  "Yesuchi  Priti"  (Jesus  Loves 
Me).  There  were  special  seats  placed  in  front  for  the 
four  babies  and  their  parents.  The  three  besides  my- 
self were  Pushpamala,  Satyadan,  and  Satgurn.  Prak- 
ash  has  moved  away  or  he  would  have  been  with  us. 
Daddy  carried  me  in  and  held  me  through  this  service. 
Bro.  Blough  had  Mr.  Gorde  read  in  Marathi  the  verse, 
"Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Then 
Bro.  Blough  read  in  Gujarati  from  the  Pastor's  Manual 
a  beautiful  service  for  our  dedication  to  God.  He  asked 
our  parents  several  questions  to  which  they  answered, 
"Yes,"  "Hoy,"  or  "Haji."  All  of  us  babies  were  quite 
good  during  this  service.  Pushpamala  had  been  sick 
and  she  coughed  and  cried  a  little,  but  not  much.  Once 
I  started  to  pull  off  daddy's  glasses  and  that  made  Mallu 
and  Pratap  smile,  but  other  than  that  everything  went 
off  fine.  The  special  thank  offering  received  from  the 
parents  amounted  to  Rs.  7-8-0  (about  $2.00).  After  the 
dedication  prayer  we  went  back  to  our  regular  places 
in  the  audience.  Bro.  Blough  preached  on  the  text  read 
above.  I  forgot  to  say  that  the  church  gave  the  mothers 
each  a  copy  of  a  booklet  called  A  Mother's  Pilgrimage. 
It  takes  Jesus  as  an  example  of  spiritual  growth  from 
infancy  and  childhood  to  youth  and  adult  life,  giving 
suggestions  of  little  prayers,  verses,  and  songs  for  moth- 
ers to  teach  their  children.  I  was  quiet  during  the 
church  service  until  my  feeding  time  and  then  mother 
took  me  out  to  feed  me  in  the  next  room. 

During  the  midday  I  played  in  my  pen  with  my  green 
rubber  rat  and  an  oilcloth  dolly.  Later  I  went  to  sleep 
and  when  I  awakened  I  had  a  lot  of  fun  romping  with 
daddy  on  the  big  bed.  I  love  to  pull  his  hair  and  pinch 
his  nose.  He  let  me  play  with  his  watch  and  listen  to 
it.  I  know  just  where  to  find  mother's  spectacle  case 
and  flashlight  under  her  pillow — that  is,  if  I  see  a  little 
bit  sticking  out,  and  I  can  crawl  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  bed  to  get  these  things  to  play  with.  Mother  has 
cleaned  them  in  Dettol,  you  know. 


At  tea-time  the  big  folks  had  lemonade,  cookies,  can- 
dy, and  coconut  as  they  sat  out  on  the  front  veranda. 
I  could  see  them  from  my  "pram."  When  I  got  tired  of 
sitting  up  I  just  reached  around  and  turned  over  on  my 
"tummy."  Then  I  had  the  most  fun  getting  up  on  all 
fours  and  springing  back  and  forth  until  folks  began 
fearing  I'd  go  over  the  top.  Then  mother  put  me  in 
my  play  pen.  The  Bloughs  had  to  leave  shortly  after 
tea  for  the  four-thirty  train. 

Mother  and  Miss  Swartz  decided  to  go  into  the  vil- 
lage and  take  me  along  for  the  first  time  in  my  "pram." 
We  stopped  at  Nathu's  but  had  to  wait  out  on  the  road 
as  there  was  too  much  water  in  the  ditch  crossing  their 
roadway.  Banubai  came  out  bringing  the  baby  on  her 
hip.  Little  Shankar  walked  out.  They  seemed  glad  to 
see  me  and  I  smiled  back  at  them.  Banubai's  sore  foot 
is  about  well  now.  After  a  little  visit  we  started  on  to- 
ward the  village.  I  enjoyed  looking  up  at  the  big  ban- 
yan trees  shading  the  road.  Some  fisherwomen  with 
baskets  on  their  heads  stopped  to  talk  a  bit. 

Our  next  stop  was  at  Nathu's  father-in-law's  place. 
Banubai's  mother  is  always  so  friendly,  you  know.  She 
saw  us  coming  and  came  out  to  the  road  to  meet  us. 
There  was  too  much  sticky  mud  around  all  the  grass 
huts  there,  so  we  had  to  go  by  the  main  road  into  the 
compound  where  Laxmibai's  folks  live.  A  lot  of  chil- 
dren had  gathered  round  to  see  me.  We  sat  on  the 
veranda  and  after  visiting  awhile  we  asked  them  if 
they  would  like  to  help  sing  a  song.  Then  we  sang 
"Raju  Esu  Ala"  (King  Jesus  Came).  Laxmibai's  sister 
held  me  and  I  was  not  afraid  at  all.  There  was  a  little 
eleven-day-old  baby  in  the  house  and  we  went  in  to  see 
it.  The  mother  took  it  out  of  its  little  swing  cradle  and 
showed  it  to  us.  It  stretched  and  yawned,  reminding 
mother  of  the  way  I  used  to  do  at  that  age. 

We  next  called  to  see  the  friend  who  lives  in  the  big 
house  with  an  outdoor  swing  in  the  well-kept  front 
yard.  That  lady  picked  me  up  and  played  with  me. 
Her  husband  seemed  quite  pleased,  watching  us  play. 
He  spoke  in  English.  He  seems  to  be  well  educated,  but 
at  present,  is  out  of  a  job. 

Then  at  the  Mohammedan  home  next  door  we  saw  a 
house  full  of  people.  Some  guests  had  come  from  Bom- 
bay. Mother  asked  for  a  cutting  of  the  purple  bougain- 
villea  which  was  growing  up  over  their  fence.  One  of 
the  boys  climbed  up  into  a  tree  near  by  and  cut  several 
pieces  from  the  top  of  the  plant.  Nathu  has  planted 
them  at  the  base  of  that  big  framework  west  of  the 
house. 

As  usual  we  found  the  Parsi  liquor  shop  going  strong. 
Marnakbai  called  out,  "Sahib-ji,"  and  we  stopped  for  a 
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little  visit  with  her.  Their  Marathi  servant  girl  is  also 
quite  friendly.  Marnakbai  held  me  awhile  but  had  to 
hand  me  back  to  mother  when  she  went  to  draw  "daru" 
(fermented  palm  juice)  from  a  barrel  and  sell  it  to  some 
customers.  Mother  is  sorry  to  see  these  people  do  such 
bad  business  and  has  talked  to  them  about  it. 

As  Hanuman  Singh's  mother  wasn't  at  home  we  did 
not  stop  at  their  house.  It  was  about  my  feeding  time 
so  we  came  home.  Mother  got  me  ready  for  bed,  fed 
me,  and  put  me  to  sleep  in  my  little  bed.  I  played 
awhile  and  then  went  to  sleep. 

Palghar,  India. 


Peace  News 

Many  people  are  greatly  interested  in  the  Quaker  hostels  for 
refugees  located  at  Quaker  Hill,  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  Scattergood, 
West  Branch,  Iowa.  It  has  been  our  good  fortune  to  receive 
several  copies  of  the  news  sheets  which  are  published  regu- 
larly by  these  hostels.  We  have  just  received  a  copy  of  the 
February  Bulletin  from  Quaker  Hill.  It  seems  a  special  recep- 
tion was  held  for  some  new  arrivals.  The  newcomers  were  asked 
to  introduce  themselves,  giving  something  of  their  background 
and  experience.  These  proved  to  be  of  such  unusual  interest 
that  we  thought  you  should  read  some  of  them.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  should  rejoice  that  we  can  have  so  vital  a  part  in 
this  Christlike  ministry.  We  are  giving  $5,000  this  year  toward 
the  support  of  these  hostels. — Merlin  C.  Shull. 

The  Newcomers  Introduce  Themselves 
My  name  is  Franz  L.  Foges  and  I  was  born  in  Vienna, 
Austria,  where  I  lived  all  my  life.  I  am  married  and 
the  father  of  one  daughter,  eighteen  years  old.  After 
high  school  and  the  University  of  Vienna  I  started  with 
a  banker,  where  I  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  complicated  banking  business.  Because  of  this  ex- 
perience I  was  hired  by  the  largest  life  insurance  com- 
pany in  Vienna  for  the  administration  of  the  funds  and 
assets,  where  I  worked  for  the  last  twelve  years.  In 
connection  with  this  work,  and  because  of  my  book- 
keeping experience,  I  had  auditing  to  do  also.  My  lei- 
sure I  spent  mainly  in  working  at  my  favorite  hobby, 
photography.  After  Hitler  occupied  Austria  I  was  not 
allowed  at  my  favorite  hobby,  photography.  After  Hit- 
ler occupied  Austria  I  was  not  allowed  to  work  any 
longer  and  left  for  England.  There  I  stayed  fourteen 
months  until  I  got  my  immigration  visa.  I  have  been  in 
the  U.  S.  since  last  April.  I  am  eager  to  start  my  life 
anew  and  am  busy  looking  for  a  job,  preferably  one  in 
which  I  can  profit  by  the  experience  I  got  in  my  voca- 
tion or  my  hobby. 

I,  Gregory  Rayport,  was  born  in  Russia.  I  graduated 
from  Charkow  University  as  a  lawyer,  but  left  Russia  in 
1923  and  settled  in  Germany,  where  I  changed  my  pro- 
fession, working  as  an  employee  in  a  large  lumber  com- 
pany. Since  1929  I  have  lived  in  Brussels,  where  I  con- 
tinued my  work  in  lumber  and  veneers.  I  arrived  in 
the  United  States  in  November,  1940.  I  am  interested 
in  finding  a  job  in  the  veneer  or  plywood  industry. 

I,  Elizabeth  Gerold  Spitzer,  am  an  opera  and  concert 
singer  from  Vienna.  After  graduating  from  the  State 
Academy  of  Music  in  Vienna,  I  sang  in  concerts  and 
opera  performances  in  Vienna,  Budapest  and  other  Cen- 
tral European  cities.  I  frequently  took  part  in  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  Viennese  Adult  Education  Program,  sup- 
porting the  idea  of  serving  the  poorer  members  of  the 
community  by  interpreting  the  music  of  the  great  mas- 
ters. I  arrived  only  recently  from  England  for  perma- 
nent residence  in  this  country,  where  I  hope  to  continue 


my  musical   career   and   use   my   experience   in  voice 
training. 

I,  Emil  George  Spitzer,  a  lawyer-economist  from 
Vienna,  held  a  position  as  section-manager  in  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  department  of  one  of  the  largest 
banks  in  Vienna.  I  studied  law  and  economics  at  the 
University  of  Vienna,  was  graduated  as  Doctor  of  Law 
and  held  a  scholarship  at  the  Bureau  of  International 
Studies  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  where  I  became  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  League  of  Nations  problems. 
I  resigned  my  post  in  the  bank  and  left  Vienna  soon 
after  the  invasion  in  1938.  I  went  to  Switzerland  and 
France  and  from  there  to  England,  where  I  remained 
two  years.  I  have  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  Eng- 
lish and  hope  to  find  a  position  in  commerce  or  industry 
where  my  former  training  could  be  utilized.  An  oppor- 
tunity for  some  retraining  in  business  or  in  a  profes- 
sional line  would  also  be  appreciated. 

I,  Alex  S.  Szittya,  came  from  Hungary.  I  am  thirty- 
six  years  old,  single,  a  physician,  and  a  specialist  in 
eye-surgery  and  plastic  surgery.  I  attended  schools  in 
Hungary  and  Italy.  I  worked  as  a  state  doctor  in  Hun- 
gary for  ten  years.  When  the  modern  barbarism — Hit- 
lerism — spread  in  Hungary  too,  I  lost  my  position  and 
citizenship.  As  a  visitor  I  arrived  in  the  U.  S.  A.  and 
just  now  I  am  trying  to  change  to  a  permanent  visa.  As 
a  visitor  I  am  not  allowed  to  work,  therefore  I  spend 
my  time  here  learning  English  and  American  ways  of 

life. 

■  ♦  ■ 

What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  April  5-12 
Throughout  this  week,  the  church  is  asked  to  remem- 
ber four  of  our  Africa  missionaries  and  pray  for  them 
and  their  work.     They  are  Clara  Harper,  Ruth  Utz  and 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp. 

Clara  Harper  is  at  present  in  Garkida,  Africa.  She 
returned  from  furlough  in  1938  to  take  up  the  fourth 
term  of  service.  Her  fifteen  years  of  work  in  Africa 
have  proved  to  both  her  fellow  missionaries  and  Af- 
rican friends  that  she  is  faithful  in  all  she  does.  Much 
of  her  time  and  strength  has  been  given  to  the  women 
and  children  in  Garkida  and  in  the  outlying  villages. 
Her  teaching  touches  every  phase  of  life  which  helps 
the  African  homes  to  be  better  equipped,  more  sanitary, 
happier  and  more  Christian  in  spirit.  Think  of  her  as 
moving  in  and  out  among  the  homes  and  associating 
closely  with  the   women   of  Buraland. 

Ruth  Utz,  R.  N.,  is  now  upon  the  high  seas  as  she 
returns  to  Africa  With  her  are  two  other  nurses,  Mary 
Alice  Engel  and  Sylvia  Oiness  For  them  let  us  ask  for 
journeying  mercies.  Sister  Utz  went  to  Africa  first 
in  1930  and  already  has  spent  two  terms  on  the  field. 
Her  home  was  at  Marama. 

Bro.  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp  may  also  be  some- 
where on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  this  time.  They  ex- 
pected to  leave  Africa  about  the  middle  of  March. 
During  the  past  four  years,  the  Kulps  have  served  at 
Lassa  and  have  opened  up  mission  activity  in  the  Chib- 
buk  area.  They  have  been  responsible  for  much  of 
the  mission  work  at  the  Lassa  station  and  have  helped 
not  a  little  with  the  total  field  program.  As  they 
return  to  America  and  are  reunited  with  their  two 
children,  Philip  and  Naomi,  let  us  pray  that  this  fur- 
lough period  may  be  one  filled  with  rich  experiences, 
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Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  6 

The  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics  listed  are  those  of  the  Inter- 
national Uniform  Lessons,  copyrighted  by  the  International 
Council  of  Religious   Education,   and   used   by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ  Promises  Power. — Acts 
1:1-12. 

Christian  Workers,  God's  Love  for  the  Lost,  I.  Luke 
15:  1-7. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  By  Our  Comradeship. 

Intermediates,  Are  We  Loyal  to  Christ? 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Laton  church,  Calif. 

One  baptized  in  the  Union  Grove  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Robert  Sherfy,  pastor. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Springfield  church,  111.,  Bro. 
Merlin  Garber,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Plains  church,  Okla., 
Bro.  Harley  Stump,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized,  two  received  on  former  baptism  and 
one  reconsecrated  in  the  White  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Yaki- 
ma church,  Wash.,  Bro.  M.  G.  Blickenstaff,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler,  pastor,  April  6-13,  in  the  Middle- 
town  church,  Ohio. 

Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Auburn,  Ind.,  May  4,  in  the 
Syracuse  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland,  Pa.,  May  12-24,  in 
the  Codorus  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  May  10,  in 
the  Annville  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  pastor,  April  13,  in  the  New 
Paris  house,  Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  April  14,  in  the 
Salunga  church,  East  Petersburg  congregation,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  March  31,  in  the 
Beaverton  church,  Mich.;  first  two  weeks  of  August,  in 
the  Mt.  Valley  church,  Tenn. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

China,  we  have  just  been  informed,  has  chosen  Eld. 
O.  C.  Sollenberger  as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to 
the  La  Verne  Conference. 

Northwestern  Ohio  has  chosen  as  Standing  Commit- 
tee delegates  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  Elders  J.  J. 
Anglemeyer  and  Chas.  E.  Zunkle  with  Elders  C.  R. 
Bowman  and  J.  L.  Guthrie  as  alternates. 

Professor  Bittinger  of  McPherson  College  will  be  with 
the  Hutchinson  church  of  Southwestern  Kansas  in  its 
pre-Easter  meetings  and  will  also  speak  at  the  union 
church  service  of  the  city  on  Good  Friday  afternoon. 


Of  course  Esther  Ruth  Shull,  whose  My  Day  story  ap- 
pears on  page  14,  has  her  mother,  Mrs.  Susan  Stoner 
Shull,  to  thank  for  the  actual  writing. 

Elder  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  author  of  Early  Days  of  the 
Pilgrim,  see  page  6  of  this  Messenger,  passed  on  June 
11,  1922.  This  may  be  of  interest  in  connection  with  the 
reading  of  the  article  referred  to. 

Thanks  for  thinking  it  worth  while  to  call  on  us  are 
hereby  extended  to  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  M.  Kinzie 
and  daughter  Lela  Mae  of  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  as  also  to 
Bro.  Charles  C.  Pickert  of  St.  Charles,  Minn. 

President  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  College  will  con- 
duct a  Bible  Institute  in  the  Purchase  Line  church  of 
the  Manor  congregation,  Western  Pennsylvania,  April 
18-20.    Friends  of  near-by  churches  are  welcome. 

Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming,  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  will  be  with  the  Waterloo  City 
church  of  Northern  Iowa  in  pre-Easter  services,  begin- 
ning tomorrow,  April  6,  and  including  Easter  Sunday. 

Not  to  see  us  especially  but  to  confer  about  the  needs 
of  intermediates  came  Sisters  S.  L.  Cover  and  W.  R. 
Bollinger  of  Franklin  Grove  and  Oak  Park  respectively, 
with  Brethren  Fred  Butterbaugh  of  Chicago,  Mark  Shell- 
haas  of  Trotwood,  Ohio,  and  J.  H.  Mathis  of  Lewiston, 
Minn. 

Will  you  rejoice,  please,  with  Brother  and  Sister  O.  P. 
Yost  of  Hughson,  Calif.,  and  with  Brother  and  Sister 
William  Hedrick  of  the  Marble  Furnace  church  of 
Southern  Ohio.  The  first  named  were  joined  in  wed- 
lock March  10,  1891,  and  the  last  named,  nine  years  be- 
fore that  date. 

Brother  Winger  is  the  college  president  we  quite  un- 
expectedly almost  collided  with  as  we  entered  the  House 
Friday  afternoon.  He  at  once  explained  that  he  had 
been  at  the  North  Central  College  Association  meeting 
in  Chicago,  came  out  to  Bethany  and  then  it  was  only 
this  much  farther  out  here.  A  descendant  of  Michael 
Frantz,  prominent  in  early  Pennsylvania  Brethren  his- 
tory, he  has  been  looking  up  said  Michael's  other  de- 
scendants.    He  could  hardly  believe  there  are  so  many. 

Do  you  know  the  members  of  our  B.  C.  E.  Music  Com- 
mission? They  were  counseling  together  in  our  midst 
last  week  and  took  Tuesday  evening  off  to  prove  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  local  congregation  that  they 
can  make  good  music  as  well  as  talk  about  it.  The  con- 
sulting professors  were  the  Brightbills,  Alvin  and  Elias, 
of  Bethany,  Paul  Halladay  of  Manchester,  Nelson  Huff- 
man of  Bridgewater,  Perry  Huffaker  of  Hagerstown, 
George  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon,  Nevin  Fisher  (safe- 
guarded by  Mrs.  Fisher)  of  McPherson,  William  Beery 
of  Elgin. 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  names  and  addresses  of  descendants  of  Jonas  El- 
lenberger  and  Elizabeth  Slonaker,  who  were  married 
March  24,  1824,  are  desired  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Slonaker,  334 
Kingsley  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 
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April  25-27  is  the  date  of  the  Mid-West  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  Conference  to  be  held  at  Merom,  Ind. 
The  theme  is  A  Positive  Pacifism  for  1941.  The  leaders 
include  such  well  known  authorities  as  A.  J.  Muste,  Don 
E.  Smucker,  Arthur  E.  Holt.  For  further  particulars 
address  Mid-West  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Room 
406-D,  740  Rush  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

The  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  Bethany  Bible 
Training  School  Catalogues  for  1940-1941,  combined  as 
usual  in  one  neat  publication,  came  to  hand  as  this  Mes- 
senger was  in  the  making.  Thanks  for  a  copy  for  our 
files,  though  the  catalogue  number  of  the  Bethany  Bul- 
letin did  not  have  far  to  travel  since  it  was  printed  here 
at  the  House. 

Help  Wanled.  Men  are  wanted  to  volunteer  a  day's 
work  at  Camp  Mack,  April  5,  12,  14,  or  15.  Northern 
Indiana  men  are  requested  to  come  April  5;  Middle  In- 
diana men  are  asked  to  come  April  12.  Anyone  can 
come  any  of  these  days.  Tree  planting,  landscaping 
and  putting  in  drains  will  be  the  program.  Bring  your 
lunch  along. — L.  W.  Shultz,  Eldon  Evans. 

The  Golden  Trumpet  class  of  young  people  at  Lans- 
ing, Mich.,  carried  on  when  Pastor  Walter  M.  Young 
was  absent  one  Sunday  night.  They  didn't  call  it 
preaching  but  besides  the  worship  in  song  and  prayer 
they  talked  about  How  the  War  Has  Affected  Our 
Homes,  What  a  Work  Camp  Is,  A  Service  Committee, 
Wanted — A  Man,  and  the  Trial  of  Arle  Brooks,  reported 
in  the  Messenger  of  Feb.  8,  page  19. 

Western  Clergy  Rates  to  Conference.  There  are  three 
clergy  rates  west  of  Chicago,  corresponding  to  the  three 
classes  of  passenger  travel.  Clergy  fare  each  way  Chi- 
cago to  Los  Angeles,  tourist  class  $24.95;  coach  $19.75. 
Clergy  fare  Los  Angeles  to  Chicago  via  San  Francisco, 
Portland,  Seattle  and  St.  Paul,  tourist  class  $29.40; 
coach  $23.70.  Pullman  fares,  tourist  lower,  Chicago  to 
Los  Angeles,  $8.95;  upper,  $6.80. — Warren  W.  Slabaugh. 

Conference  Business 
Northern  Indiana 

1.  Inasmuch  as  the  church  includes  in  her  work  and 
fellowship  all  regardless  of  race  or  color,  and  embraces 
and  promotes  the  ideal  of  world  brotherhood,  and  be- 
cause there  is  far  too  much  emphasis  placed  on  national- 
ism in  the  world,  we,  the  members  of  the  North  Liberty 
congregation  of  Northern  Indiana  assembled  in  council, 
petition  Annual  Conference  through  district  meeting 
that  the  term  "National"  be  not  used  to  designate  any 
phase  of  our  church  work  o.~  organization  and  that  the 
term  "General"  be  used  to  designate  all  phases  of  our 
church  work  and  organization  as  related  to  the  General 
Conference  in  its  scope. 

Answer,  Passed  to  Annual  Meeting. 

2.  Inasmuch  as  Annual  Meeting  Minutes  of  1908,  Art. 
9  and  1915,  page  195  of  Revised  Minutes,  give  us  the 
principles  underlying  our  relation  with  labor  unions,  but 
give  us  no  specific  statement  of  a  Christian's  attitude  in 
time  of  stress,  we,  the  Joint  Boards  of  Northern  Indiana, 
petition  Annual  Conference  of  1941,  through  district 
meeting,  to  prepare  a  statement  which  can  be  used  by 
a  member  in  clarifying  his  relationships  with  labor  un- 
ions as  regards  oaths,  assistance  at  strikes,  or  lockouts, 
etc. 

Answer,  Passed  to  Annual  Meeting. 


Juniata  College  has  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the  in- 
stitution's catalog  for  1940-41,  with  announcements  for 
1941-42. 

On  March  20  the  Selective  Service  Board  reported 
draftees  assigned  to  Class  rV-E  as  follows:  New  Eng- 
land States,  151;  Middle  Atlantic  States,  337;  Southeast- 
ern States,  47;  Middle  South  States,  113;  Great  Lake 
States,  589;  Plains  States,  268;  Southwest  States,  84; 
West  Coast  States,  234.  This  gives  a  total  of  1,823  in  this 
classification  to  date.  The  board  reports  572  now  ready 
for  call  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  this  basis 
it  is  estimated  that  7,200  will  have  been  classified  in 
IV-E  by  July  1,  1941.  The  states  with  the  largest  num- 
ber of  men  in  Class  IV-E  are:  Ohio,  212;  California,  188; 
Pennsylvania,  187;  Indiana,  149;  Illinois,  122;  Michigan, 
93;  Kansas,  83;  Tennessee,  63;  Virginia,  49;  Oklahoma, 
48;  Iowa,  35;  Missouri,  33;  Texas,  29;  Maryland,  21;  West 
Virginia,  20.  The  breakdown  by  denominations  is  not 
yet  very  significant  but  Brethren,  Mennonites  and 
Friends  are  decidedly  in  the  minority. 


Qbout  oocki 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 

Meet  Henry  Kurtz.  Harry  A.  Brandt.  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  1941.     136  pages.    $1.00. 

All  who  enjoy  a  good  story,  and  especially  those  who 
are  interested  in  Brethren  history,  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  another  story  of  our  people  is  now  available.  As 
a  companion  book  to  Christopher  Sower  and  Son,  H.  A. 
Brandt's  new  book,  Meet  Henry  Kurtz,  tells  of  the  re- 
vival of  printing  among  the  Brethren  after  the  three 
quarters  of  a  century  that  followed  the  destruction  of 
the  Sower  press. 

Henry  Kurtz,  a  young  German,  came  to  America  in 
1817  and  after  teaching  for  a  while  became  a  Lutheran 
minister.  After  a  successful  pastorate  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania he  became  the  pastor  of  an  influential  congre- 
gation in  the  growing  city  of  Pittsburgh.  During  this 
second  pastorate  he  became  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  church  and,  to  maintain  his  own 
honesty,  he  withdrew  from  the  church.  Settling  on  a 
farm  near  Poland,  Ohio,  he  began  life  anew.  There  he 
met  Elder  George  Hoke  and  others  of  the  Brethren,  and, 
finding  their  doctrines  like  his  own,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  in  1828.  Later  he  was  called  to  the 
ministry.  Having  always  been  interested  in  printing, 
he  began  to  think  of  a  church  paper,  and  after  years  of 
uncertainty,  delay  and  failure  he  started  the  Gospel 
Visitor,  the  forerunner  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  to- 
day. 

The  book  is  no  mere  recital  of  facts,  although  natural- 
ly facts  have  been  observed  wherever  available.  The 
imagination  has  been  used  to  reconstruct  probable 
scenes.  We  meet  not  only  Henry  Kurtz  but  also  George 
Hoke,  Frederick  P.  Loehr,  Henry  Reubsome,  John  Kline, 
Henry  Holsinger  and  other  Brethren  leaders.  The  story 
is  interestingly  told.  A  number  of  pen  sketches  and 
pictures  add  to  the  human  interest  and  historical  value 
of  this  "historette." 

In  format  and  materials  used,  special  pains  were  tak- 
en to  make  this  volume  a  sample  of  printing  worthy  of 
the  ninetieth  anniversary  of  the  revival  of  printing  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Off  for  an  early  start 
for  vacation  school. 


"We  who  desire  peace  must  write  it  in 
the  hearts  of  our  children." 

"The  tiniest  bits  of  opinion,  sown  in 
the  minds  of  children  in  private  life,  af- 
terward issue  forth  to  the  world  and 
become  a  public  opinion;  for  nations  are 
gathered  out  of  nurseries  and  they  who 
hold  the  leading  strings  of  children  may 
even  exercise  a  greater  power  than  those 
who  hold  the  reins  of  government." 
— Charles  Kingsley. 


lite  Vacation  Gnuiclt  felted  in  ItyLfl  . 


How  to  Organize  and  Conduct  a  Church  School 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director   of  Children's  Work 
What  Is  a  Vacation  Church  School? 
It  is  a  school  for  children  conducted  under  church  aus- 
pices, lasting  from  two  to  six  weeks  during  the  summer 
vacation,  two  and  one-half  or  three  hours  each  morn- 
ing; except  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

lis  Need 

Stanley  High  says,  "The  non-Christian  peoples  of  the 
earth  are  sitting  elbow  to  elbow  in  a  vast  world  theater, 
watching  to  see  whether  or  not  we  [America]  are  mak- 
ing good  in  our  own  home  town." 

The  vacation  church  school,  properly  conducted,  will 
help  America  to  make  good.  A  single  summer  school 
furnishes  more  hours  for  teaching  than  a  year  in  Sun- 
day school;  and  those  hours  are  more  valuable  because 
they  are  consecutive. 

Its  Problems 

Without  doubt,  there  is  a  need  for  it.  Increasingly,  it 
is  becoming  a  part  of  our  whole  program  of  religious 
education.  But  there  are  several  important  problems 
which  every  leader  ought  to  consider  before  introduc- 
ing it  in  the  community. 

One  is  the  problem  of  teachers.  Do  you  have  com- 
petent teachers?  Can  they  hold  the  respect  of  your 
children  for  two  weeks  or  more,  and  give  them  some- 
thing worth  while? 

If  you  do  have  competent  teachers,  are  they  willing  to 
donate  their  time?  If  they  are,  fortunate  for  you!  Many 
communities  are  forced  to  pay  their  teachers  as  the  only 
means  of  securing  them.  In  a  few  places,  teachers  are 
being  paid  at  the  same  rate  as  public  school  teachers. 

Can  you  secure  a  competent  director?  If  so,  will  he 
donate  his  time? 

This  introduces  the  problem  of  finance.  Can  your 
church  afford  to  put  on  a  school?  If  competent  direc- 
tors and  teachers  can  be  secured  only  by  paying  them, 
can  your  church  afford  to  do  it? 

If  not,  could  all  the  churches  of  your  community 
working  together  put  on  a  high-grade  school,  through 
co-operation? 


If  you  are  in  a  country  church,  as  a  large  per  cent  of 
you  are,  can  you  handle  the  transportation  problem? 
Will  your  men  drive  cars?  Could  you  hire  a  school 
bus? 

Teachers,  director,  money,  transportation — these  are 
problems,  and  they  ought  to  be  faced  squarely  before 
undertaking  a  school.  The  money  is  not  the  greatest 
factor.  A  pastor  who  is  putting  on  a  fifteen-hundred- 
dollar  school  for  four  weeks  every  year — more  than 
most  of  us  dream  of  doing — says  that  raising  the  money 
is  the  easiest  part  of  the  work.  It  is  true.  A  school 
whose  teaching  staff  can  command  the  respect  of  the 
community  will  be  supported  by  people  of  sound  busi- 
ness sense. 

Its  Organization 

1.  Your  board  of  Christian  education  has  discussed 
the  preliminary  problems.  It  has  decided  that  your 
church  can  afford  a  school  with  competent  director  and 
teachers,  and  that  it  should  be  a  school  sponsored  by 
your  church  alone.  The  first  step  therefore,  is  a  formal 
decision  to  have  one.  This  being  done,  the  board  may 
turn  over  the  details  of  organization  to  a  vacation 
school  committee,  if  it  so  desires. 

2.  Decide  on  the  time  and  length  of  school.  When  can 
you  get  your  director?  Your  teachers?  The  children? 
Your  people  for  transportation?  How  long  a  school  will 
your  finances  permit? 

3.  Secure  your  director.  Much  depends  on  this  per- 
son. A  successful  Christian  public  school  principal  is 
best.    Your  pastor  can  be  director  if  he  has  the  time. 

4.  Engage  your  teachers.  They  should  be  adequately 
trained.  They  will  be  secured  especially  from  the  fol- 
lowing sources:  the  minister,  college  and  theological 
students  who  have  had  training  for  teaching,  public 
school  teachers  now  in  service,  wives  and  mothers  who 
have  had  training  and  experience  in  public  school  work, 
church-school  teachers  who  have  had  teacher  training. 

Tell  them  that  there  will  be  some  kind  of  a  training 
school  held  and  promise  them  their  textbooks  at  least 
six  weeks  before  the  school. 

5.  Get  a  secretary,  pianist  (if  needed),  and  helpers  for 
at  least  the  Beginner  and  Primary  classes.  Arrange  for 
the  janitor's  services. 
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6.  Make  a  canvass  of  the  community.  Be  sure  to  visit 
the  non-Christian  homes.  Get  the  name,  age  and  school 
grade  of  each  child  who  will  attend. 

7.  Order  your  textbooks  and  other  supplies.  Write 
for  free  1941  materials  leaflet — Materials  for  the  Vaca- 
tion School.  The  teachers  should  be  consulted  in  the 
ordering  of  supplies. 

8.  Plan  for  the  finance.  Shall  it  be  a  part  of  the  church 
budget?  Raised  by  special  subscription?  Tuition  fees 
from  the  pupils?     A  special  offering? 

9.  Plan  for  transportation,  if  necessary. 

10.  Give  the  school  publicity.  Write  a  series  of  an- 
nouncements for  the  newspapers.  You  have  already 
given  publicity  through  the  survey.  Create  interest 
through  the  teachers  of  Sunday-school  classes.  A  dig- 
nified, attractive  sign  on  the  front  of  the  church  helps. 
Posters  are  good.  Letters  to  parents  create  sentiment. 
If  you  have  a  church  calendar,  a  series  of  announce- 
ments should  be  planned  for  it. 


11.  Plan  some  kind  of  a  training  school  for  the  teach- 
ers and  other  workers.  This  may  be  a  series  of  weekly 
meetings  for  several  months  preceding  the  school.  It 
may  be  a  brief  three-day  or  week  institute.  A  number 
of  these  training  schools  are  now  being  put  on  by  in- 
ternational organizations.  Perhaps  you  could  co-operate 
in  one  of  these. 

12.  Take  care  of  final  details.  Assign  classes  to  rooms. 
(Your  preliminary  survey  will  give  you  some  idea  as  to 
size  of  classes.)  See  that  chairs  and  tables  are  properly 
arranged,  and  that  maps  and  blackboards  are  in  place. 

How  to  Conduct  the  School 

Worship  and  instruction  through  stories,  discussion, 
memorization,  dramatization,  prayer,  music,  and  di- 
rected play  should  all  find  their  place  in  a  balanced 
daily  program. 

The  daily  schedule  might  be  somewhat  as  follows: 
Worship  period  (all  together) — 20  minutes. 

Processional  hymn  (all  marching  in). 

Call  to  worship. 

Prayer. 

Response — chorus  of  Day  Is  Dying  in  the  West. 

Scripture. 

Story. 

Hymn. 

Dismissal  to  classes. 
Class  period — 60  minutes. 
Supervised  play — 15  minutes. 
Class  period — 40  minutes. 
Closing  period  (all  together) — 15  minutes. 

This  schedule  is  only  suggestive.  The  worship  period 
may  be  placed  last,  if  desired.  It  should  be  reverent, 
beautiful  and  free  from  drill.  Every  distraction  should 
be  removed. 

The  play  period  is  important  and  it  should  be  planned 
for  day  by  day. 

The  closing  period  may  be  omitted  in  some  schools.  It 
is  valuable  as  a  time  for  drill  on  materials  for  the  wor- 
ship period,  for  developing  school  loyalty,  and  for  par- 
ticipation by  the  various  groups  in  giving  for  the  rest  of 
the  school  songs,  dramatizations,  and  memory  work 
done  in  class.     Some  schools  use  the  flag  drills  here. 

If  a  good  music  teacher  is  available,  a  music  period 
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may  be  instituted — the  teacher  going  from  class  to  class 
throughout  the  morning. 

Class  groupings  should  be  similar  to  those  used  in 
Sunday  school — Beginners  (4-5  inclusive),  Primaries  (6- 
8  inclusive),  Juniors  (9-11  inclusive),  and  Intermediates 
(12-14  inclusive).  Large  classes  with  good  teachers  are 
better  than  small  classes  with  poor  ones. 

Teachers'  meetings  during  the  school  should  be  held 
daily  if  possible.       / 

Expressional  work  is  important,  but  it  should  have  a 
minor  place  in  the  program.  It  is  valuable  in  itself;  and 
it  is  worth  while  as  a  drawing  card  in  holding  the  pupil 
to  regular  attendance.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  is  no  expression  without  impression;  and  also  that 
the  most  valuable  expression  is  to  be  found  in  the  day- 
by-day  conduct  of  the  pupil  after  the  school  is  over. 

A  missionary  offering  is  good  as  an  outlet  for  service; 
but  high-pressure  methods  for  getting  a  large  amount 
must  be  avoided. 

Discipline  should  be  recognized  and  handled  as  a 
problem.  The  same  respect  for  the  rights  of  others 
should  prevail  in  public  school  and  vacation  school.  At 
the  same  time,  a  happy  atmosphere  ought  to  be  every- 
where. Careful  discipline  and  freedom  can  go  hand  in 
hand. 

A  closing  program  is  worth  while.  Parents  will  be 
interested  in  seeing  and  hearing  what  their  children 
have  done.  The  songs,  stories,  dramatizations  and  mem- 
ory work  done  as  a  part  of  regular  classwork  should 
constitute  this  program.  No  special  preparation  need  be 
made. 

Careful  reports  need  to  be  made.  It  is  by  means  of 
statistics  that  we  measure  gains  and  losses,  and  find  the 
leaks. 

The  final  report  will  raise  these  questions: 

Was  the  attendance  in  fair  proportion  to  the  enroll- 
ment? If  not,  what  can  be  done  next  year  to  increase 
regular  attendance? 

How  many  of  the  pupils  were  not  enrolled  in  any 
Sunday  school?    Could  they  be  enrolled  in  ours? 

How  many  children  were  from  other  denominations? 
Would  other  denominations  wish  to  co-operate  next 
year?    If  they  should,  would  it  be  advisable? 


How  to  Make  a  Failure 

Listen  to  Homer  L.  Grice:  "Unfortunately,  this  ques- 
tion is  easy  to  answer;  think  that  putting  on  a  daily  va- 
cation Bible  school  is  an  easy  task  which  requires  no 
preparation;  get  smattering  knowledge  of  the  subject; 
half  plan;  get  busy  about  four  days  or  a  week  before 
the  school  is  to  open;  and  then  when  the  school  is  over, 
with  failure  written  in  big  red  letters  across  the  ef- 
fort, spend  the  next  twelve  months  saying  the  vacation 
church  school  is  'no  good  nohow.'  " 


Devoted  Leadership — The  Secret  of  a  Successful 
Vacation  School* 

By  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cover,  Franklin  Grove,  Illinois 
The  .daily  vacation  Bible  school  at  the  Pleasant  Dale 
church,  Decatur,  Ind.,  has  aroused  the  interest  of  a  num- 
ber of  folks,  and  I  have  been  asked  a  number  of  times 
to  write  an  article  concerning  it,  that  others  might  be 
inspired  by  the  efforts  of  that  community  to  build  a 
school  of  its  type  for  their  community.  I  am  sure  what 
has  been  done  in  this  school  could  be  duplicated  in  any 
of  our  Brethren  communities  providing  there  were  a 
few  people  in  the  church  who  would  become  interested. 

In  1926  the  writer  was  asked  to  conduct  a  Bible  school 
in  the  above-mentioned  church.  First  we  tried  to  inter- 
est the  other  churches  in  the  community,  but  it  was  so 
new  that  no  one  of  them  cared  to  enter  the  project. 
However,  this  did  not  discourage  the  Pleasant  Dale 
people  so  we  went  ahead  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  neighborhood  to  ascertain  the 
number  we  could  depend  on  to  attend  the  school.  We 
had  some  bills  struck  explaining  all  about  the  school 
and  the  committee  took  these  and  went  from  house  to 
house  explaining  about  the  school  and  asking  for  the 
children  of  the  home  for  the  school,  also  leaving  one  of 
the  bills  for  the  parents  as  they  left.  After  the  survey 
was  made  the  committee  reported  that  they  were  quite 
sure  we  could  depend  on  perhaps  fifty  but  they  scarcely 
thought  there  would  be  more  than  that.  The  writer  had 
experienced  other  reports  like  this  so  she  suggested 
that  we  buy  supplies  for  a  school  of  one  hundred,  which 
we  did.     We  also  chose  our  teachers  for  a  school  of  a 


•This  article,  written  several  years  ago,  is  still  a  fine  statement 
of  the  possibilities  of  a  vacation  Bible  school. 
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hundred  students,  meeting  each  one  separately,  going 
over  each  lesson,  all  the  motivated  handwork  they 
would  use,  and  every  little  detail  a  teacher  would  need 
as  she  went  before  her  class  for  the  first  time  in  a 
school  of  this  sort  that  was  at  that  time  perfectly  new 
to  everyone  except  the  director. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  opening  of  the  school 
over  one  hundred  were  there,  and  before  the  first  week 
was  over  we  had  an  enrollment  of  171.  The  school  sold 
itself  the  first  year  to  the  community,  thanks  to  the 
splendid  work  of  those  first  teachers  and  people  who 
stood  back  of  it  so  faithfully.  Busy  farmers  left  their 
fields  to  transport  the  children  to  and  from  the  school, 
not  that  they  were  financially  able  to  make  the  sacri- 
fice, but  they  were  interested  in  the  boys  and  girls  of 
their  community.  This  was  the  beginning.  Since  that 
time  the  school  has  grown  until  the  record  enrollment 
has  reached  308.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
rural  vacation  schools  in  the  U.  S.  The  Pleasant  Dale 
church  is  located  several  miles  from  any  town  or  village, 
on  a  beautiful  quiet  country  road,  with  a  fine  big  church- 
yard where  the  children  can  play  on  the  mornings  when 
they  arrive  early,  and  in  the  few  minutes  allowed  them 
each  day  between  classes. 

Just  how  did  the  school  come  to  grow  so  rapidly? 
First,  let  me  say  that  God  was  with  us  for  we  asked  him 
to  guide  each  step  of  the  way.  And  we  could  see  his 
guiding  hand  working.  The  pastors  of  the  neighboring 
churches  saw  the  great  value  of  the  school  and  gave  us 
their  moral  and  financial  support.  One  pastor  came  to 
us  the  second  year  and  told  us  what  it  had  meant  to  the 
children  of  his  church  and  that  we  could  count  on  him 
to  be  100%  back  of  the  school  the  next  year.  True  to 
his  word,  we  have  no  greater  supporter  than  he.  There 
are  about  eight  denominations  working  together  now 
in  the  school  and  there  is  no  jealousy,  no  unkind  feel- 
ing, and  no  one  trying  to  outdo  the  other. 

This  year  will  mark  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the 
school,  which  has  become  as  much  a  part  of  the  com- 
munity program  as  the  day  school. 

During  these  ten  years  we  have  graduated  seven  class- 
es, about  125  students.  Many  of  these  have  come  back 
into  the  school  to  teach  or  work  in  some  capacity.  Many 
of  them  enjoyed  the  work  so  much  that  they  ask  for 
more  advanced  work  for  themselves,  so  in  1933  we 
called  the  pastors  together  and  talked  it  over  and  de- 
cided to  organize  a  Leadership  Training  School  to  run 
twenty  weeks  during  the  winter.  This,  too,  has  been  a 
decided  success  and  next  year  will  graduate  a  large 
class,  most  of  them  graduates  from  the  D.  V.  B.  S.  A 
number  of  them  are  teachers  of  the  school  who  feel  they 
want  more  preparation  for  their  work. 

This  little  message  would  not  be  complete  without 
telling  of  some  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  good  folks 
of  that  community,  for  it  is  through  their  undying  in- 
terest and  co-operation  that  the  school  has  been  suc- 
cessful. Farmers  who  during  the  depression  of  the  past 
few  years  have  wondered  if  they  could  possibly  hold  on 
to  their  farms  have  never  yet  refused  to  take  their  cars 
and  drive  for  many  miles  to  gather  up  the  children  and 
have  them  at  the  church  by  the  time  of  opening.  Some 
of  the  busy  farmer  wives  leave  their  work  and  give 
their  time  teaching  in  the  school.  One  lady  who  lives 
on  a  farm  and  does  much  of  her  own  farm  work  has 
given  of  her  time  each  year  for  these  ten  years  to  the 
teaching  of  the  little  ones.     The  school  has  been  for- 


tunate in  having  excellent  secretaries  who  have  sacri- 
ficed much  to  keep  accurate  records  of  each  pupil  and 
assist  the  director  in  many  ways. 

Were  you  to  visit  the  school  some  morning  you  would 
first  behold  the  children  on  the  playground  with  direc- 
tors playing.  When  you  entered  the  church  you  would 
find  each  teacher  getting  ready  for  the  day  in  her  own 
classroom.  At  8:15  you  would  see  the  teachers  and  offi- 
cers gathered  together  for  ten  minutes  of  prayer  and  con- 
secration. At  8:30  the  bell  would  ring  and  each  teacher 
would  be  found  just  outside  the  church  with  her  class, 
ready  to  march  quietly  into  the  church  while  the  piano 
plays  quieting  music.  After  all  have  taken  their  places 
you  would  see  more  than  three  hundred  children  and 
teachers  worshiping  together  for  twenty  minutes,  each 
feeling  the  sacredness  of  the  hour,  after  which  all  would 
go  to  their  classes.  Here  the  teachers  have  them  for 
two  hours,  then  the  older  classes  reassemble  for  an- 
nouncements, singing  and  the  learning  of  hymns.  This 
would  close  the  work  of  the  day.  After  the  benediction 
the  children  and  teachers  march  quietly  out  to  be  taken 
by  the  faithful  farmers  to  their  homes. 

There  is  much  more  that  could  be  said  about  the 
school.  There  is  much  improvement  that  could  be 
made.  Meanwhile  we  are  thankful  to  our  Father  for 
making  such  a  school  possible  and  for  the  good  it  has 
been  able  to  render  in  the  community.  The  school  lives 
in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  its  students,  as  one  can 
readily  see  when  each  year  all  the  old  graduates  get  to- 
gethed  for  a  basket  dinner  and  to  make  plans  to  do 
something  worth  while  for  the  cause  of  Christian  educa- 
tion in  the  community. 


Curriculum  Suggestions  for  Peace  Education 

If  you  would  like  to  make  a  special  emphasis  on 
peace  in  your  vacation  school  this  summer,  here  are 
some  suggestions  for  the  curriculum: 

Changing  Swords  Into  Plowshares.  Four  units  of  work  for 
Junior  children  on  the  problems  of  peace  and  war.     30c.     1937. 

How  Nations   Share — Battle.     50c.     1932. 

Learning  About  War  and  Peace — McPherson.  (One  of  the  co- 
operative vacation  school  series  for  Juniors)   $1.00.     1937. 

Living  and  Working  in  Our  Country — Baxter.      $1.00.     1938. 

Learning  How  to   Settle   Disputes — DeMoss.     $1.00.     1941. 

Makers  of  Peace — Armstrong.  A  Junior  League  unit  of  5  les- 
sons.     25c.      1935. 

Neighbors    at   Peace — Taylor.     $1.00.      1938. 

Other  helpful  materials  in  planning  a  program  of  peace  edu- 
cation for   children   are: 

Adventuring  in  Peace  and  Good  Will — Brooks.     $1.00.     1930. 
Broken  Guns — Brainard.     $1.00.     1937. 

Children  and  the   Changing  World— Baxter.     25c.     1938. 

Educating   Children    for   Peace— McPherson.     $2.00.     1936. 

Peace  Lessons  for  Schools — Van  Loan.  Part  I,  Primary;  Part  II, 
Junior;   Part  III,   Intermediate.     $1.00  each,   1925. 

Ship  East— Ship  West— Lobingier.     $1.00.     1937. 

Through  the  Gateway— Boeckel.     75c.     1926. 

Suggested  Materials  for  the  Administration  of 
Vacation  Schools 

Administering  the  Vacation  Church  School — Armen trout.  $1.00. 
1929. 

Church  and  Community  Co-ordination,  The.     35c.     1937. 

Curriculum  Materials  for  Vacation  Church  Schools,  Bulletin 
803.     10c.     1935. 

How  to  Plan  and  Conduct  a  Vacation  Church  School.    25c.    1937. 

New  Co-operative  Series  Vacation  and  Weekday  Church  School 
Texts.     Free.     1941. 

New  Vacation   Church   School,  The — Blair.     $1.50.     1935. 

Teaching  Religion  Creatively — Myers.     $2.00.     1932. 

Report  Blanks.     Free. 

Enrollment    Cards.     40c   per   hundred. 


22 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— April  5,   1941 


Books  on  Activities  for  the  Vacation  School 


Books  on  Music  and  Worship 


For  Beginners. 


When  the  Little  Child  Wants  to  Sing— Laufer. 
$1.00. 

Worship    and    Conduct    Songs — Shields.      For    Beginners    and 
Primaries.     $1.00. 

Primary  Music   and  Worship — Laufer.     $1.25. 

Hymns  for  Junior   Worship.     75c. 

Junior  Hymns  and   Songs — Shields.     65c. 

Living  Hymns.     20c   paper,   35c   cloth. 

Hymnal  for  Boys  and  Girls — Parker   and  Richards.     $1.10. 

Children's  Worship  in  the   Church  School— Perkins.     $2.00. 

Junior    Worship    Materials — Burgess.      $1.50. 

Seventy-Five   Stories  for  the   Worship   Hour — Eggleston.    $1.50. 

Books  on  Handcraft  and   Play 
The  Book  of  Games — Forbush  and  Allen.     $2.00. 
Manual  for  Training  in  Worship — Hartshorne.     $1.50. 
One   Hundred  One  Things  for   a   Boy   to   Make — Horth.     $2.00. 
Hundred  Things  a  Girl  Can  Make — Snow  and  Froehlich.    $2.50 
Amateur   Poster   Maker — Perkins.     $1.00. 

Make  It,  No.  1,  for  Beginners — Primary  Children — Clyde.    50c. 
Make  It,  No.   1,   for  Junior-Intermediate   Girls — Clyde.     50c. 
Make  It,  No.   1,  for  Junior-Intermediate  Boys — Clyde.     50c. 

Curriculum  Materials  for  the  Vacation  School 

_     ,  The  Co-operative  Series 

Beginners 

Our   Happy   World— Freivogel.     $1.00.     1934. 

Let's   Go   Out  of  Doors — Milton.     $1.00.     1935. 

Happy  Times  in  Our  Church — Shields.     $1.00.     1939. 

Primary 
Learning   About   Our   Church — Fraser.     $1.00.     1934. 
Exploring  God's  Out  of  Doors — Rice.     $1.00.     1935. 
Bible  Homes  and  Homes  Today— Reed.     $1.00.     1937. 
Child  Life  in  Bible  Times— Taylor.     $1.00.     1939. 

Junior 

Friends  at  Work— Ball.     $1.00.     1934. 
Living  in   Our  Community — Martin.     $1.00.     1935. 
Learning  About  War   and   Peace— McPherson.     $1.00.     1937. 
Discovering  the  Lands   of  the  Bible — Hazelwood.     $1.00.     1939. 
Observing    National    Holidays    and    Church    Festivals — Martin. 
$1.00.      1939. 

Intermediate 

Discovering  God  in  the  Beautiful — Clyde.     $1.00.     1934. 
We   All   Need    Each   Other— Jenness.      $1.00.      1935. 
Our   Living   Church — Desjardins.     $1.00.      1936. 

Other  Texts 

Children  of  One  Father— Kent.     50c.     1932.    (Primary). 
Exploring   Our   Neighborhood — Eakin.     $1.25.      1936    (Junior). 
God's   Friendly   World — Clements.     $1.00.      1938    (Beginner). 
How    Nations    Share — Battle.     50c.      1932    (Junior). 
Jesus   and   His  Friends — Heflin.     $1.00.     1938   (Primary). 
Neighbors    at   Peace — Taylor.      $1.00.      1938    (Junior). 
Our   Daily   Bread— Baird.      50c.      1937    (Primary). 
What  Is  in  Your  Bible?— Battle.     50c.     1937  (Junior). 


ADULT  CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Toward  Better  Homes 
Part  I.    Where  Shall  We  Live? 

Scripture:     Gen.  2:  8-15;  13:  12 

Sunday,  April  20 

Our  purpose  is  to  examine  some  factors  that  help  us 

to  determine  where  to  establish  a  home.     Let  us  not 

argue   or  debate.     Our  aim  is   information.     Let   each 

think  his  own  problem  over  before  God. 

I.  Is  It  Better  to  Rent  or  Own  One's  Own  Home? 

1.  Factors  that  influence  people  to  rent  are — 

(a)  Uncertainty  of  position. 

(b)  Impossibility  of  buying  close  to  one's  work. 

(c)  Fear  of  responsibility  involved  in  paying  for 

a  home. 

(d)  Idea  that  it  is  financially  impossible  to  buy 
with  little  capital. 

(e)  What  reasons  do  you  think  of? 

2.  Reasons  for  buying  one's  home — 

(a)  Belief  that  a  house  and  land  are  good  invest- 
ments. 


Outlines  on  Better  Homes 

Toward  Better  Homes  is  the  general  theme 
for  the  adult  discussion  group  for  four  sessions 
prior  to  Mother's  Day.  The  specific  problems 
suggested  are:  Where  Shall  We  Live?  Home 
Atmosphere,  Hospitality  in  Our  Day,  Ideal 
Mothers  and  Fathers.  Leaders  will  find  help 
for  these  discussions  in  the  Adult  Discussion 
Outline  appearing  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  each 
week,  in  The  Home  Beautiful,  by  Mary  M. 
Chalmers  (40c),  and  the  Church  at  Work  sec- 
tion of  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  April  19  and 
May  10. 


(b)  Desire  to  tie  oneself  to  a  plan  that  compels 

saving. 

(c)  Desire  for  a  feeling  of  permanency. 

(d)  Desire  for  satisfaction  of  ownership. 

(e)  Desire   to   build   the   home   to   express   one's 
personality. 

(f)  List  other  reasons  that  occur  to  you. 

3.  Modern  finance  plans  might  well  be  explained. 

II.  Shall  We  Live  in  the  City.  Suburb,  or  Country? 

List  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of: 

1.  Living  in  the  city. 

2.  Living  in  the  country. 

3.  Living  in  open  spaces  and  working  in  the  city. 

III.  How  Important  Is  the  Neighborhood  in  Choosing  a 
Home  Site? 

1.  In  what  way  do  neighbors  affect  the  family? 

2.  Should  the  church  be  considered?     How  much? 

3.  Should  the  school  make  a  difference? 

4.  What  makes  a  neighborhood  desirable  in  regard 
to  health? 

5.  How  may  a  family  choose  its  own  associates? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Why  Support  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps 

Excerpts   from    an    Address   Given   at   a   Sangerville 
Council  Meeting 

Two  hundred  thirty-three  years  ago,  in  the  far-away 
land  of  Germany,  the  formal  organization  of  the  church, 
so  dear  to  us,  was  perfected  by  pious  souls  whose  re- 
ligious lineage  twines  tenderly  through  the  ages,  and 
attaches  to  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ.  When  persecution 
became  almost  unbearable  in  Germany,  and  quenched 
much  of  the  holy  zeal  of  our  ancestors  in  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  their  descendants  fled  first  to  Holland  and 
finally  to  our  own  land. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  although  persecuted, 
themselves  never  persecuted  anyone.  Let  us  remember 
that  the  church  was  born  to  suffer  persecution,  but  not 
to  persecute  others. 

When  we  think  of  the  wonderful  faith  that  the  organ- 
izers of  our  church  had  in  their  God,  and  they  suffered 
because  they  loved  peace  and  believed  in  goodwill  to 
everyone,  it  should  be  a  stimulus  to  us  today,  as  well  as 
an  urge,  to  press  forward  with  a  determination  as  strong 
as  they  had  to  carry  out  God's  will  toward  all  people 
even  if  it  brings  persecution  or  death. 
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Fortunately,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  history  of  our 
church  we  have  been  protected  under  the  arm  of  a 
great  government,  one  which  has  given  us  the  privilege 
of  exercising  our  conscience  as  to  what  we  do.  How- 
ever, here  in  this  beloved  America,  a  few  great  trage- 
dies have  happened  to  our  people. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War,  one  of  our  great  lead- 
ers, Christopher  Sower,  was  arrested  and  humiliated, 
and  reduced  to  poverty  because  his  conscience  would 
not  allow  him  to  take  sides  in  the  war.  Again,  during 
the  Civil  War,  Elder  John  Kline  was  shot  from  ambush 
because  he  insisted  on  being  a  friend  to  all,  and  because 
he  continued  to  preach  to  both  sides.  And  even  one  of 
our  ministers,  here  in  the  Sangerville  congregation,  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  was  taken  to  Richmond  and  impris- 
oned because  he  would  not  fight.  Will  we  be  any  less 
brave  if  we  should  be  called  upon  to  train  or  fight? 

Realizing  our  attitude  toward  war,  our  government 
agreed  to  work  out  a  plan  with  our  representatives 
whereby  our  boys  will  not  have  to  take  military  train- 
ing. This  plan  has  already  been  worked  out,  and  this 
seems  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  arrangement.  A  num- 
ber of  camps  will  be  established  over  the  United  States 
which  are  to  be  known  as  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.  Our  boys,  who  because  of  their  religious  train- 
ing believe  it  is  wrong  to  train  for  war,  are  allowed  to 
take  training  in  soil  conservation,  forestry,  reforesta- 
tion, etc.  The  camps  will  be  their  homes  while  this 
service  is  being  given.  Here  they  will  be  trained  spir- 
itually under  some  of  the  very  best  leaders  in  our 
church.  This  will  be  the  greatest  opportunity  for  train- 
ing that  some  of  our  boys  have  ever  had.  And  even 
though  they  are  thoroughly  conscientious  that  it  is  not 
right  to  train  for  war  they  will  no  doubt  come  out  of 
camp  with  a  real  conviction  against  war  and  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  great  peace  principle  of  our 
church. 

They  will  give  one  year's  service  at  hard  labor,  with- 
out pay,  which  would  seem  a  reasonable  sacrifice. 

The  government  will  provide  scientific  civilian  lead- 
ership for  the  conservation  work.  This,  too,  should  be 
a  great  opportunity  to  become  efficient  in  the  field  of 
service. 

Even  though  our  boys  will  receive  no  salary,  they 
will  need  to  be  clothed  and  fed — and  that  is  your  and 
my  opportunity  to  show  to  the  world  whether  or  not  we 
believe  in  the  principle  of  peace  as  taught  by  Jesus. 

Our  Brethren  Service  Committee  at  Elgin  is  sug- 
gesting that  each  congregation  in  the  brotherhood  give 
$2  per  member,  during  the  year,  as  a  contribution  to- 
ward this  expense. 

The  plan  they  have  suggested  by  which  we  may  raise 
this  money  is  by  placing  a  peace  cup  on  the  dinner  ta- 
ble. It  is  suggested  that  we  sacrifice  in  every  way  pos- 
sible, and  put  the  money  saved  through  such  sacrifice 
in  the  peace  cup.  It  suggested  that  we  sacrifice  one 
meal  each  week,  that  we  give  up  a  joy  ride,  that  we 
buy  one  less  dress,  put  off  buying  a  new  suit,  run  the 
old  automobile  another  year,  buy  less  chewing  gum, 
make  fewer  trips  to  town  and  put  the  difference  in  the 
peace  cup. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  has  just  recently 
completed  a  beautifully  designed  peace  cup  card  to  be 
used  around  the  peace  cup.  This  card  is  so  designed 
as  to  combine  both  the  thought  of  relief  and  Civilian 


Public  Service.  These  cards  should  be  placed  around 
our  peace  cups  to  keep  us  aware  of  the  continued  need 
and  responsibility  toward  the  Brethren  Service  program. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
that  each  local  church  call  all  its  peace  cup  money  in  on 
the  last  Sunday  of  each  month.  It  is  also  suggested 
that  a  good  plan  be  formulated  by  which  this  money 
may  be  received  at  the  church.  The  committee  suggests 
that  a  large  receptacle  be  placed  in  each  church.  All 
peace  cup  money  should  be  sent  by  the  church  treasurer 
direct  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  at  22  South 
State  St.,  Elgin,  111.  To  all  who  will  give  five  dollars 
or  more  to  this  work,  a  beautiful  Brethren  Service  Cer- 
tificate will  be  issued  in  denominations  of  $5,  $10,  $25, 
$50  and  $100.  The  certificate  will  be  issued  only  after 
the  money  is  received  in  Elgin.  This  certificate,  in  your 
hands,  will  be  a  testimony  that  you,  too,  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  great  peace  principle  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  as  taught  by  Jesus  himself. 

Bridgewater,  Va.  C.  A.  Click. 


On  Seeing  Men  Go  to  War 

This  morning  I  saw  105  men  of  the  naval  reserve  unit 
leave  for  service.  It  was  the  first  time  I  had  ever  seen 
men  going  to  war.  These  young  men  had  enlisted  sev- 
eral years  ago — not  for  war,  but  for  the  experience  and 
the  spending  money  that  came  easily.  I  decided  when 
I  saw  them  that  they  were  not  lovers  of  war. 

Reports  said  that  many  of  them  were  married,  per- 
haps as  many  as  two  thirds  of  them.  Their  call  came 
more  suddenly  than  they  had  expected.  They  left 
homes,  wives  and  children,  and  sweethearts.  Most  of 
them  had  good  jobs  and  were  good  citizens. 

There  was  no  band.  I  saw  no  flags.  The  mother  of 
the  boy  whom  I  came  to  "see  off"  said:  "No  one  would 
care  to  hear  a  band  this  morning."  She  was  not  the  only 
one  who  felt  that  way.  Many  were  shedding  tears. 
Some  of  the  men  leaving  also  showed  emotion — sure 
they  were  "brave  soldiers,"  but  they  were  men  like  the 
rest  of  us — they  were  leaving  homes  and  loved  ones. 

I  suggested  to  a  man  standing  near  me  that  this 
looked  a  bit  different  from  the  campaign  promises  of  a 
few  months  back.  He  came  back  emphatically:  "I'll 
say  it  does.  I  have  a  son  in  there  too.  He's  married 
and  has  a  little  baby.  His  wife  is  sick  and  will  have  to 
have  an  operation  within  the  next  week  or  two.  We're 
taking  them  in  with  us.  He  had  a  good  job  and  liked 
it.  He  sure  hated  to  go."  He  had  some  more  comments 
about  our  being  in  the  war  already. 

I  passed  a  young  lady  whom  I  knew.  Tears  were  in 
her  eyes,  too.  "Do  you  have  a  brother  going?"  I  asked. 
"No,  my  boy  friend,"  was  her  answer.  She,  too,  didn't 
want  him  to  go. 

The  emotion  of  the  crowd  seemed  almost  unanimous. 
There  was  very  little  cheering  of  the  boys,  but  many 
heartfelt  "good-bys."  Did  this  crowd  of  parents,  wives, 
sweethearts,  and  friends  want  these  boys  to  go?  Did 
the  boys  themselves  want  to  go?  If  I  am  any  judge  of 
human  emotions  I  would  say  emphatically  that  they 
did  not.  If  this  is  war,  we  are  going  into  it  with  a  dif- 
ferent spirit  than  we  did  in  most  of  the  wars  in  our  his- 
tory. 

This  experience  brought  me  suddenly  "down  to  earth" 
in  another  respect.     I  have  been  rather  hoping  that  it 
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might  be  possible  for  us  to  keep  out  of  this  war  by 
some  means  or  other.  I  have  awakened  to  find  that  we 
are  in  it.  Troops  are  moving.  Mechanical  units  are 
rolling  on  our  highways.    Our  boys  are  going  to  camps. 

As  I  walked  away  from  the  station,  wiping  away  a 
tear  or  so  from  my  own  eyes  at  seeing  so  many  fine 
young  men  being  taken  away,  I  thought  thus:  "Well, 
this  is  happening  in  many  countries  today.  It  has  been 
happening  in  Europe  for  some  time.  Perhaps  they,  too, 
love  their  homes,  their  wives  and  their  children.  May- 
be they,  too,  don't  care  to  go.  Young  men  going  out  to 
destroy  each  other,  and  both  against  their  own  wishes, 
and  against  the  wishes  of  their  loved  ones."  Why?  An- 
swer that  question  clearly  so  the  world  can  see  it,  and 
you  will  rid  the  world  of  its  greatest  curse. 

Michigan  City,  Ind.  W.  Glenn  McFadden. 


Spiritual  Defense 

The  mind  of  America  is  revolving  around  the  idea  of 
national  defense.  Meanwhile  the  Christian  educators 
need  to  prepare  unitedly  for  the  spiritual  defense  of 
America.  Is  it  not  true  that  our  youth  is  being  in- 
creasingly subjected  to  non-Christian  propaganda  and 
influence?     How  may  we  fortify  them  against  this? 

My  mind  turns  to  the  vacation  Bible  school  as  a  help. 
While  in  the  Sunday  school  we  must  plan  for  the  sym- 
metrical development  of  Christian  character,  in  our  va- 
cation school  we  may  choose  a  specific  goal  or  objective 
as  circumstances  seem  to  demand.  Do  you  not  agree 
with  me,  that  this  year  our  emphasis  should  be  on  loy- 
alty to  Christ  and  his  church?  We  could  study  the 
church  as  an  institution:  what  she  stands  for,  what  she 
means  to  us  as  individuals,  what  she  means  to  us  as  a 
nation,  her  place  in  the  world,  and  how  we  may  show 
our  loyalty  to  the  church.  We  could  study  characters 
who  have  stood  firm  against  persecution. 

In  our  Co-operative  Series  of  Vacation  School  Texts 
we  have:  Happy  Times  in  Our  Church — Beginners, 
Learning  About  Our  Church— Primaries,  Friends  at 
Work — Juniors,  Our  Living  Church — Intermediates. 
These  courses  would  give  us  a  good  foundation  upon 
which  to  build  our  program.  It  would  be  well,  also,  to 
enlist  the  interest  of  our  Sunday-school  teachers  in 
gathering  additional  materials,  illustrations  and  charac- 
ter studies. 

Some  might  prefer  to  use  this  theme  in  their  Sunday 
evening  departmental  meetings,  and  some  of  you  who 
are  ministers  might,  with  profit,  work  out  a  series  of 
sermons  on  loyalty  to  Christ. 

May  we  carefully  and  prayerfully  think  on  these 
things. 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.  Viola  Gow. 


The  Regional  Conference  of  the  Central  West  Area 

Sixty  persons  traveled  a  combined  distance  of  fifty- 
eight  thousand  miles  to  attend  the  regional  conference 
held  at  McPherson  College,  Feb.  23-28.  Twelve  states 
from  Louisiana  and  Texas  on  the  south  to  Minnesota 
and  Idaho  on  the  north  were  represented  among  the 
hundreds  of  visitors.  And  the  conference  seemed  to  be 
well  worth  the  effort. 

To  be  heard  in  the  various  sessions  were  Desmond 
Bittinger,  Raymond  Peters,  Thomas  A.  Williams,  H.  L. 


Hartsough,  Ellen  Wagoner,  Ruth  Shriver,  Paul  Brandt, 
Paul  Bowman,  Sr.,  and  Albert  Buckner  Coe.  And 
among  the  subjects  discussed  were  these  suggestive 
themes:  The  Covered  Wagon,  Calling  Ourselves  to  Or- 
der, Disappointing  One's  Future,  The  Youth  Program  of 
the  Church,  Where  Ministers  Are  Made  or  Broken, 
Justifying  Ourselves,  Creative  Leadership  for  Children's 
Work,  The  Lifting  Power  of  Great  Thoughts,  Certainty 
in  an  Uncertain  World,  On  Being  True  to  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  The  Civilian  Public  Service  Program  of  the 
Church,  and  Rededicating  Our  Lives. 

In  addition  to  the  general  sessions  there  were  con- 
ducted during  the  week  sectional  conferences  on  Chil- 
dren's Work,  Young  People's  Work,  Women's  Work, 
Men's  Work,  and  The  Ministry.  The  sacred  concert 
given  by  the  college  choirs  was  most  inspiring. 

As  one  glances  through  the  report  of  the  Conference 
prepared  by  college  students  he  notes  statements  like 
the  following: 

The  Harp  of  God  has  many  strings.  Play  on  all  of  them.  The 
minister   should   preach   a   balanced   gospel,    avoiding    tangents. 

I  have  learned  that  a  speech  need  not  be  eternal  in  order  to 
be   immortal. 

Ministers  are  made  or  broken  in  the  citadel  of  their  own  hearts. 

Whoso  loves  a  child  loves  God.  Whoso  delights  a  child  labors 
with  God  in  his  workshop  of  the  world  of  hearts.  Whoso  helps 
a  child  brings  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  whoso  saves  a  child 
from  the  fingers  of  evil  sits  in  the  seat  with  the  builders  of  cities 
and   the  procurers   of  peace. 

A  Chinese  philosopher  was  once  asked,  'What  has  made  you 
happier  than  anything  else?"  He  replied,  "To  see  a  child  going 
down  the  road  happy  after  asking  me  the  way." 

If  you  desire  certainty  you  will  not  find  it  on  the  basis  of  two 
plus  two  equals  four,  but  on  the  basis  of  knowledge,  religious 
emotional  experience,  action,  and  life  with  Christ  who  lived  con- 
stantly in  an   atmosphere   of  certainty. 

McPherson,  Kans.  Burton  Metzler. 


Laudner  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  23,  Brother  and  Sister  Conrad  Laudner  of 
Bristow,  Iowa,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  hav- 
ing been  married  fifty  years  the  previous  Friday. 

They  were  married  Feb.  21,  1891,  at  the  home  of  her  parents, 
Brother  and  Sister  John  Fierheller,  of  Milledgeville,  111.  They 
first  moved  to  a  farm  near  Laurens,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  for 
fifteen  years.  Then  wishing  to  bring  up  their  family  in  a  con- 
gregation of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  they  moved  to  a  farm 
in  Franklin  County,  near  the  Union  Ridge  church,  where  they 
farmed  until  retiring  to  Bristow,  three  years  ago.  Bro.  Laudner 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Union  Ridge  church  for  many  years. 

They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children  and  have  thirty-five 
grandchildren    and    two    great-grandchildren. 

Six  of  their  children:  Mrs.  C.  I.  Norman  of  Ionia,  Iowa,  J.  D. 
Laudner  of  Rockford,  Iowa,  Mrs.  Clifford  McKinney  of  Hampton, 
Iowa,  Ezra  Laudner  of  Bristow,  Mrs.  Harry  Brown  and  R.  L. 
Laudner  of  Aredale,  Iowa,  and  their  families,  were  present  to 
enjoy  with  them  a  bounteous  wedding  dinner.  Mrs.  F.  K.  Allen 
of  Bemidji,  Minn.,  John  Laudner  of  Sheffield,  Iowa,  D.  B.  Laud- 
ner of  Bakersfield,  Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Earl  Stroud  of  Belle  Plaine 
and  their  families  were  unable  to  attend.  Open  house  was  held 
in  the  afternoon  with  many  neighbors  and  friends  attending. 
Congratulations  and  gifts  were  given  to  the  couple  and  light 
refreshments  were  served. 


Ionia,  Iowa. 


Mrs.  C.  I.  Norman. 


Anna  Royer  Meyer 


Anna  Royer  Meyer,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mahala  Royer,  was 
born  on  a  farm  near  Richland,  Pa.,  on  Feb.  22,  1884.  While  she 
was  yet  small  her  parents  moved  to  the  eastern  shore  of  Mary- 
land where  she  grew  up.  After  living  in  Maryland  about  fifteen 
years  her  parents  moved  back  to  Pennsylvania. 

Mrs.  Meyer  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early 
age.  She  attended  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land. While  a  student  at  Elizabethtown  College,  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  the  friendship  started  which  resulted  in  her  marriage  to 
Jacob  G.  Meyer  in  October  of  1910. 

From  1910  to  1924  their  home  was  in  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  where 
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her  husband  taught  in  Elizabethtown  College,  and  served  as 
president  of  the  college  for  several  years.  Their  five  children 
were  born  here:  Mildred,  now  Mrs.  Kenneth  Kintner  of  Mish- 
awaka,  Ind.;  Helen  Grace,  now  Mrs.  Max  Kraning  of  Chicago, 
m.;  Jacob,  Jr.,  Irvington,  N.  Y.;  Charlotte  and  Mary  Janet,  at 
home. 

In  192^  the  family  moved  to  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  where 
her  husband  was  dean  of  the  school  of  education  from  1925  to 
1939. 

In  1940  they  moved  to  Milton,  Wisconsin,  where  Dr.  Meyer 
became  president  of  Milton-College. 

Early  in  January  Mrs.  Meyer  went  to  California  in  the  hope 
of  regaining  her  health.  She  stayed  at  the  home  of  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Edw.  H.  Stayer  of  La  Verne,  Calif.  Part  of  the  time  she 
visited  in  the  home  of  another  sister,  Mrs.  Robert  Morris,  of  the 
same  place. 
V  Reports  from  Mrs.  Meyer  and  from  her  sisters  indicated  a 
marked  improvement  in  health.  Then  she  suddenly  and  very 
unexpectedly  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Stayer. 

Sister  Meyer  was  not  only  faithful  to  her  Lord  and  loyal  to 
the  church,  but  she  brought  a  real  testimony  for  Christ  in  an 
unassuming  but  very  practical  ministry  in  the  community.  She 
still  lives  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  members  of  the  Man- 
chester  church. 

Her  brothers  and  sisters  all  survive.  They  are:  Rufus  and 
Mark  Royer  of  Denver,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Amy  H.  Stayer  and  Mrs.  Sadie 
Morris  of  La  Verne,  Calif.;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Musser  of  Ephrata,  Pa. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sunday  afternoon,  March  9,  at  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  church  in  Milton,  conducted  by  Rev.  Car- 
roll L.  Hill  of  Milton  and  the  writer. 


North   Manchester,    Ind. 


H.   L.   Hartsough. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Bates-Hartsough. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Brother 
and  Sister  Otis  Hartsough,  Lester  L.  Bates  and  Ruth  J.  Hart- 
sough,  by  the  undersigned,  Feb.  21,  1941. — J.  S.  Zigler,  Goshen, 
Ind. 

Criles-Waas. — Laverne  Crites  of  Live  Oak,  Calif.,  and  Altonetta 
Waas  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  March  1,  1941,  at  the  Glendale  church, 
•  Calif.,  by  Bro.  B.  F.  Waas  of  Glendale,  Ariz.— Lulu  Terford, 
Glendale,  Calif. 

Nash-Gans. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  groom's 
parents,  in  Yakima,  Wash.,  Richard  Nash  and  Mary  Gans, 
March   1,   1941.— M.   G.   Blickenstaff,   Yakima,   Wash. 

Price-Yoder. — Cornell  H.  Price  of  Howe,  Ind.,  and  Mary  Lou- 
ise Yoder  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  at  the  Rock  Run  church  by  the  un- 
dersigned, March  16,  1941. — J.  S.  Zigler,  Goshen,  Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Andrews,  Laura,  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  Sept. 
12,  1876,  to  Davis  B.  and  Martha  Frank  Summers.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Benton  C.  Andrews  at  Holdredge,  Nebr., 
Dec.  18,  1905.  She  died  Oct.  11,  1940,  at  her  home  near  Welling- 
ton, Colo.,  where  they  have  lived  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
Being  isolated  there  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  they  made 
their  church  home  with  the  Federated  church  of  Wellington. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four  brothers  and  a  sister. 
After  the  funeral  service  at  Wellington  in  charge  of  Rev.  E.  A. 
West  and  Rev.  Ralph  Plummer,  the  body  was  taken  to  Denver, 
Colo.,  for  interment  in  the  Crown  Hill  cemetery.  The  service 
there  was  conducted  by  Eld.  I.  J.  Sollenberger  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Hardman,  Sparland,   111. 

Andrews,  Stephen  B.  was  born  Oct.  1,  1854,  in  Illinois  City, 
111.,  and  departed  this  life  in  Denver,  Colo.,  Dec.  2,  1940.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Catherine  Detrick,  April  8,  1876,  at 
Minburn,  Iowa.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  one  dying 
in  infancy.  Abut  1892,  while  living  on  a  homestead  near  Wal- 
lace, Nebr.,  he  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
When  they  moved  to  Maxwell,  Nebr.,  they  were  isolated  from 
the  church.  There  in  1920  they  took  membership  in  the  Nazarene 
church.  Since  1933  he  made  his  home  with  the  son  and  daugh- 
ter in  Denver.  His  wife  died  in  1933.  Besides  the  five  children 
there  survive  fourteen  grandchildren,  thirty-one  great-grand- 
children, one  sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Nazarene  church,  Rev.  Rombo  conducting  the  serv- 
ice. Burial  was  in  the  Plainview  cemetery  in  Maxwell. — Mrs. 
J.   H.  Hardman,  Sparland,  111. 

Ault,  David  V.,  a  member  of  the  Christian  Scientist  Church, 
was  born  on  June  16,  1859,  and  departed  this  life  on  Jan.  26,  1941, 
at  the  home  of  his  son,  George  Ault,  near  Menges  Mills,  Pa. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  Eld.  N.  S.  Sel- 
lers. Interment  was  in  Druid  Hill  cemetery,  Baltimore,  Md. — 
Mark  A.  Wildasin,  Lineboro,  Md. 


Baldwin,  Everett  Wayne,  second  son  of  David  and  Laura  Hard- 
man  Baldwin,  was  born  in  Lacon,  111.,  March  17,  1927,  and  passed 
away  at  the  home  of  his  parents  in  Lacon,  July  1,  1940,  after  an 
illness  of  several  months.  He  leaves  his  father,  mother,  three 
brothers,  one  sister,  his  grandparents  and  a  step-grandmother. 
Funeral  services  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Lacon  were  in 
charge  of  Rev.  C.  M.  Temple.  Interment  was  in  the  Sparland 
cemetery,  with  Bro.  J.  A.  Whisler  in  charge. — Mrs.  Hattie  L. 
Hardman,   Sparland,    111. 

Blauch,  Annie  Miller  Beachy,  was  born  in  Grantsville,  Md., 
and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Aurora,  Ohio,  March  13,  1941, 
at  the  age  of  78  years,  6  months  and  14  days.  On  Jan.  25,  1885, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jonas  C.  Beachy,  who  passed 
away  Sept.  4,  1914.  She  was  married  to  E.  K.  Blauch  in  April 
1925.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  E.  K.  Blauch,  of  Aurora, 
four  sisters,  two  foster  children,  eight  stepchildren,  twenty-two 
step-grandchildren,  two  step-great-grandchildren.  On  Sept.  10, 
1878,  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained 
a  faithful  and  active  member  until  her  death.  By  her  ability, 
generosity,  and  spirit  of  good  will  she  became  a  much-loved 
member  of  the  family  at  Aurora  and  a  respected  member  of  the 
community.  Her  love  for  boys  and  girls  and  her  great  concern 
for  their  welfare  and  happiness  endeared  her  to  her  grandchil- 
dren. She  gave  herself  freely  for  others.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Aurora  Mennonite  church  with  Bro.  E.  A.  Ed- 
wards, pastor  of  the  Kent  Church  of  the  Brethren,  officiating, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Stolsfuss  of  the  Mennonite  Church. — Milton  E. 
Blough,  Kent,   Ohio. 

Blickenstaff,  widow  of  Cyrus  W.  Blickenstaff,  departed  this 
life  on  Feb.  16,  1941,  after  a  long  illness  at  the  San  Mar  Home 
for  the  Aged.  She  was  born  Oct.  18,  1863,  and  had  been  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Grossnickle  church.  She  is  survived  by 
four  daughters,  five  sons  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Grossnickle  church  by  Pastor  C.  F.  Hol- 
sopple.  Burial  was  in  the  Grossnickle  cemetery. — Pauline  De 
Lauter,  Smithsburg,  Md. 

Boyd,  George,  died  very  suddenly  Jan.  20,  1941,  at  his  home 
near  Neffsville,  Pa.,  aged  61  years,  3  months  and  29  days.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Boyd  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  ten 
years  ago,  and  lived  exemplary  lives.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
one  daughter,  three  sons  and  one  brother.  Services  in  the 
Longenecker  house  were  conducted  by  the  home  ministers.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Campbelltown  cemetery,  Lebanon  County. — 
Susan   M.   Cassel,   Manheim,  Pa. 

Brower,  Pauline  Evelyn,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen 
Fickling,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  7,  1913,  and 
departed  this  life  March  12,  1941.  She  was  married  to  Bro. 
Franklin  Brower,  May  23,  1935.  Pauline  possessed  those  noble 
qualities  that  put  life  on  a  high  standard.  She  earned  the  high- 
est respect  of  all  who  knew  her.  Her  sweet,  sunny  disposition 
helped  her  always  to  have  a  bright  outlook  on  life.  She  lived 
the  Christian  way  of  life.  Besides  her  husband  and  two  baby 
boys  she  leaves  sorrowing  relatives  and  friends.  Services  at 
the  English  River  church  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
Homer  Caskey. — Virgil   S.   Coffman,   South   English,   Iowa. 

Brown,  Ida  Rebecca,  was  born  near  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  Feb.  21, 
1867.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  Bosserman 
Albert.  She  spent  her  childhood  and  youth  at  East  Berlin.  On 
Dec.  22,  1892,  she  was  married  to  Charles  Brown.  Soon  after 
her  marriage  they  went  to  live  in  Kansas,  where  both  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Later  Bro.  Brown  was  called 
to  the  ministry.  He  preceded  her  in  death  about  five  years  ago. 
Their  home,  never  blessed  by  children  of  their  own,  was  one 
with  an  open  door.  At  least  one  foster  son  was  the  object  of 
their  love  and  devotion.  After  Bro.  Brown's  death,  Sister  Brown 
sold  her  beautiful  home  near  Thomasville,  Pa.,  and  moved  to 
York.  Here  she  was  greatly  loved  by  the  York  church  for  her 
quiet,  radiant  Christian  spirit,  and  her  gracious  generosity  to  the 
church  and  to  any  who  were  in  need.  After  a  month  in  the 
York  hospital,  and  several  months  of  suffering  at  home,  all  of 
which  she  bore  with  quiet  and  radiant  patience,  she  was  called 
home  on  Jan.  15,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  two  sisters  and  a 
brother.  The  funeral,  conducted  by  the  writer  and  Eld.  J.  J. 
Bowser,  was  held  at  Mummert's  meetinghouse.  East  Berlin,  and 
interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Edward  K.  Ziegler, 
York,  Pa. 

Brubaker,  Emma  L.,  wife  of  Eugene  K.  Brubaker,  and  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Martin  and  Sallia  Lane  Forney,  departed  this  life 
on  Jan.  17.  She  was  born  Aug.  14,  1874,  married  Nov.  15,  1892, 
and  with  her  husband  united  with  the  church  in  1894.  She  served 
faithfully  and  efficiently  with  her  husband  in  the  deacon's  office 
in  the  White  Oak  congregation  and  in  his  trusteeship  at  the 
Brethren  Home  at  Neffsville,  Pa.  She  was  treasurer  of  the 
clothing  committee  and  rendered  active  service  in  the  care  of 
the  institution.  She  lived  a  courageous  Christian  life,  with  a 
keen  desire  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  others.  She  maintained 
a  hospitable  home,  even  during  the  time  of  her  failing  health. 
She  was  not  blessed  with  children  of  her  own,  but  cared  for 
orphans  and  others  who  rise  up  to  call  her  blessed.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  home  ministers  at  the  Longe- 
necker church  near  Lititz,  with  interment  in  the  adjoining  cem- 
etery.— Norman   K.   Musser,    Columbia,   Pa. 

Brubaker,  Rosetta  Ethel,  wife  of  Eld.  William  R.  Brubaker, 
was  born  in  Illinois,  Nov.  28,  1880,  and  passed  away  March  1, 
1941,  at  the  Oroville  hospital.  Her  early  life  was  spent  in  Kansas 
and    Oklahoma.      She   was   married    on    Sept.    21,    1898.     To   this 
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union  were  born  nine  children,  one  dying  in  early  life.  Be- 
sides eight  children  she  leaves  thirteen  grandchildren.  She  was 
a  devoted  and  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
since  thirteen  years  of  age.  Her  first  life  concern  was  to  see 
people  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  She  was  a  faithful  work- 
er and  friend  of  the  W.  C.  T.  XT.  She  and  Elder  Brubaker  came 
to  Live  Oak  in  February  1911;  she  was  one  of  the  three  charter 
members  of  the  local  congregation.  Funeral  services  in  the  local 
church  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Lee 
Whipple,  pastor  of  the  Chico  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was 
at  Sutter. — S.  Paul  Daugherty,  Live  Oak,  Calif. 

Charlton,  John  William,  died  at  his  home  near  Broadway,  Va., 
March  11,  1941,  at  the  age  of  67  years,  2  months  and  16  days,  fol- 
lowing an  illness  of  several  months.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late 
William  and  Lydia  Spitzer  Charlton.  Surviving  are  three  broth- 
ers and  three  foster  children.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  in 
1930.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  Linville  Creek  church,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  with  his  pastor,  the  writer,  in  charge, 
assisted  by  Eld.  S.  D.  Zigler.  Burial  was  In  the  Linville  Creek 
cemetery. — Samuel  D.   Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Connelly,  Joseph,  died  in  the  General  hospital,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
of  complications,  aged  66  years,  1  month  and  9  days.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  some  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  three  daughters  and  one  brother. 
Services  at  Beck's  funeral  home,  Manheim,  were  conducted  by 
Brethren  C.  W.  Gibbel  and  Ollie  Hevener.  Interment  was  in 
Graybill's   cemetery  near   Elm. — Susan  M.   Cassel,   Manheim,  Pa. 

Cool,  Virginia  Alice,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Anna  Sanger  Cool, 
was  born  Dec.  31,  1868,  and  died  Dec.  28,  1940.  She  had  been  in 
declining  health  for  several  years.  The  deceased  was  born  and 
reared  near  Sangerville,  Va.  In  1908  she  moved  from  the  home 
place  and  has  resided  at  intervals  in  Ohio,  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware. Six  years  ago  she  returned  to  Virginia  and  made  her 
home  at  Bridgewater.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  early  childhood.  Two  brothers  survive.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  the  Bridgewater  church  by  her  pastor, 
Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  M.  Foster.  Interment  was  in 
the  family  plot  in  the  Sangerville  cemetery. — Mrs.  Stuart  Miller, 
Bridgewater,   Va. 

Cripe,  Simon,  son  of  Eli  and  Matilda  Cripe,  was  born  near 
Oakley,  111.,  Nov.  8,  1873,  and  passed  away  in  a  Modesto  hospital 
on  March  5,  1941.  At  the  age  of  about  ten  Simon's  parents 
moved  to  Kansas.  Later  they  went  to  Oklahoma  and  then  back 
again  to  Illinois.  On  Sept.  24,  1907,  he  was  married  to  Leona 
Cripe  of  Iowa.  They  made  their  home  in  La  Place,  where  Simon 
was  in  business.  Two  sons  were  born  to  them.  In  1920  the 
Cripes  moved  to  Patterson,  Calif.,  where  they  continued  to  re- 
side. He  retired  from  active  business  about  two  years  ago  and 
appeared  to  be  in  good  physical  condition  until  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  death.  In  his  youth  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  an  evangelistic  meeting  conducted  by  Bro.  Andrew 
Hutchison,  a  prominent  preacher  of  an  earlier  day.  He  served 
on  the  trustee  board  of  the  Patterson  church,  and  after  its 
closing  attended  regularly  at  the  Modesto  church.  He  loved  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  district,  summer  camps  and  district 
conferences.  He  leaves  his  faithful  companion,  two  sons,  five 
brothers    and    one    sister. — Paul   B.    Studebaker,    Modesto,    Calif. 

Crist,  Mary  Catherine,  died  March  13,  1941,  at  the  Harrison- 
burg hospital,  Va.,  following  a  long  illness,  at  the  age  of  73 
years,  3  months  and  3  days.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Jacob  and  Rebecca  Wampler  Crist,  and  was  born  near  Timber- 
ville, where  she  spent  most  of  her  life.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Linville  Creek  congregation.  Surviving  are  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  Timberville 
church  with  the  writer,  her  pastor,  officiating  and  Bro.  I.  C. 
Senger  assisting.  Burial  was  in  the  Timberville  cemetery. — 
Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Donahey,  Mary  Matilda,  passed  away  March  6  in  her  home 
near  East  Run,  aged  83  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Caroline  Wise  Fyock.  Her  husband,  Edward  Donahey,  died 
in  1939.  Surviving  are  eight  children,  twenty-five  grandchildren 
and  one  brother.  She  was  a  faithful  Christian,  a  kind  and  lov- 
ing mother,  a  good  neighbor.  Services  were  conducted  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Bro.  Howard  Keiper  officiating. 
Interment  was  in  the  Montgomery  cemetery. — Mrs.  Annie  Walk- 
er, Rochester  Mills,  Pa. 

Frye,  Paul  Harrison,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  P.  Frye, 
was  born  in  Shipshewana,  Ind.,  on  Nov.  16,  1911,  and  died  March 
1,  1941,  at  the  Robert  Long  hospital  in  Indianapolis,  following  an 
operation  for  removal  of  a  brain  tumor.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Emma  Mennonite  church.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  one  son, 
two  daughters,  his  parents  and  two  brothers.  Services  at  the 
West  Goshen  church  were  in  charge  of  Rev.  George  Stull  and 
Rev.  Wilbur  Yoder.  Burial  was  in  the  Violett  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Mina  Ganger,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Gilbert,  Oren  Slifer,  son  of  Eld.  Silas  and  Frances  Gilbert,  was 
born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  22,  1874,  and  departed  this 
life  March  3,  1941.  He  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  three  broth- 
ers and  four  sisters.  He  was  married  on  March  9,  1893,  to  Min- 
nie Puterbaugh  of  Darke  County,  Ohio.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  When  he 
was  about  twenty-one  Oren  with  his  family  moved  to  Grundy 
County,  Iowa,  at  which  place  he  resided  for  fourteen  years. 
Then  he  moved  to  Northern  California.  Most  of  these  years 
were  spent  in  Modesto.  His  occupation  was  carpentering.  At  the 
age   of  sixteen  he  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord.     He  was  a  con- 


sistent, faithful  servant  of  the  Lord  during  these  many  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was  elected  deacon  at  Grundy 
Center,  Iowa.  In  Iowa  he  served  the  district  mission  board  for 
several  years.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Modesto  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  A  number  of  things  about  the  church  are  the 
work  of  his  skilled  hands  and  remain  as  a  token  of  his  love 
and  devotion.  Surviving  are  his  faithful  companion,  five  chil- 
dren, six  grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  one  sister. — Paul  B. 
Studebaker,  Modesto,   Calif. 

Hill,  Myrtle  Flora,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ervin  Hilt, 
York,  Pa.,  was  born  March  12,  1919,  and  died  at  her  parents' 
home,  Feb.  7,  1941,  of  a  complication  of  diseases.  Never  well, 
Myrtle  had  suffered  much  the  last  few  months  of  her  life.  About 
a  year  ago  she  was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  She 
was  anointed  a  few  days  before  her  death  by  her  pastor  and 
by  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents,  seven 
sisters  and  two  brothers.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  L.  Myers  of  Loganville.  Interment 
was  in  the  Mt.  Rose  cemetery. — Edward  K.  Ziegler,  York,  Pa. 

Hopper,  Ida,  died  at  her  home  near  Onward,  Feb.  25,  1941. 
She  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  29,  1865,  and  was 
one  of  six  children  of  Christian  and  Sarah  Shively.  On  Dec.  20, 
1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  James  Hopper,  and  to  them 
were  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Pipe  Creek  church  for  many  years.  Her  husband  died  two 
weeks  after  her  death.  Surviving  are  four  children,  ten  grand- 
children, and  four  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Eld.  Charles  Oberlin  and  Eld.  T.  A.  Shively.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Metzger  cemetery. — Martha  O.  Hessong,  Peru,  Ind. 

Hopper,  James  M.,  died  at  his  home  near  Onward,  March  13, 
1941,  just  two  weeks  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  Ida.  Death 
came  suddenly  although  he  had  been  in  poor  health.  He  was 
born  Aug.  28,  1863,  the  son  of  Franklin  and  Margaret  Hopper, 
and  was  the  last  survivor  of  this  family.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Peru  and  Bro.  T.  A. 
Shively. — Martha  O.  Hessong,  Peru,  Ind. 

Hummel,  Mrs.  Fianna,  widow  of  Ezra  Hummel,  died  of  pneu- 
monia on  Jan.  29,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  granddaughter  near 
Lebanon,  Pa.  She  was  aged  89  years  and  21  days.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  church  for  sixty-six  years.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter,  thirteen  grandchildren,  thirty-two  great- 
grandchildren and  one  great-great-grandchild.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  the  Union  house  by  Bro.  I.  W.  Heisey, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Ammon  Meyer.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — Mrs.    Light    M.    Bomberger,    Lebanon,    Pa. 

Myers,  Emma,  died  very  suddenly  at  her  home  in  Manheim, 
Pa.,  aged  69  years,  7  months  and  17  days.  Sister  Myers  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years 
amid  many  trials  and  reverses.  She  is  survived  by  one  daughter 
and  two  sons.  One  son  preceded  her  in  death  several  years 
ago.  Services  at  Beck's  funeral  home  in  Manheim  were  con- 
ducted by  Brethren  C.  W.  Gibbel  and  J.  N.  Cassell.  Interment 
was  in  Hernley's  Mennonite  cemetery.. — Susan  M.  Cassel,  Man- 
heim, Pa. 

Naff,  Andrew  Tazewell,  aged  83  years,  quietly  passed  away  at 
his  home  at  Floyd,  Va.,  Feb.  5,  1941.  Death  was  due  to  pneu- 
monia. He  was  married  to  Eliza  Howery,  who  with  four  chil- 
dren preceded  him  in  death.  Six  children,  thirty-five  grand- 
children and  fifteen  great-grandchildren  survive.  He  had  been 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Redoak  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  about  twenty-two  years.  He  served  in  the  ministry  for 
some  time,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  a  son-in-law  and  a 
grandson  proclaim  the  gospel.  His  greatest  interest  was  in  his 
church  and  in  the  salvation  of  lost  souls.  Bro.  Naff  was  always 
at  church  when  it  was  possible  for  him  to  be  there.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  W.  F.  Vest  and  C.  E.  Wil- 
liams. Interment  was  in  the  family  burying  ground. — Ada  M. 
Basham,  Floyd,  Va. 

Seilz,  Lawrence,  was  born  near  Maitland,  Mo.,  on  Sept.  8,  1919, 
and  passed  away  at  Fairfax,  Mo.,  Nov.  26,  1940.  He  leaves  his 
father,  mother,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  He  graduated  from 
the  Maitland  High  School  in  1938.  He  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1933.  He  loved  his  church  and  was  never  absent 
from  services  when  it  was  possible  for  him  to  attend.  Lawrence 
was  a  kind,  generous-hearted  and  affectionate  boy,  loved  and 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  always  thought  of 
doing  the  little  things  for  his  parents,  brother  and  sister,  deny- 
ing himself  that  those  about  him  might  be  made  happy.  His 
life  will  live  on  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends.  He  was  an 
industrious  young  man,  engaged  in  trucking  for  the  past  year 
and  a  half.  His  untimely  passing  came  as  a  shock  to  his  fam- 
ily and  all  who  knew  him.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted 
by  his  former  pastor,  Bro.  J.  A.  Eby,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  at 
the  Bethel  church.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Marti,  Mound  City,  Mo. 

Sheaffer,  John  S.,  son  of  Martin  and  Leah  Sheaffer.  was  born 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter near  Woodburn,  Iowa,  Dec.  12,  1940,  aged  90  years  and  2 
days.  Although  in  failing  health  the  past  three  months  he  was 
bedfast  only  two  days  with  pneumonia.  At  the  age  of  ten  he 
moved  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  where  they  resided  two  years 
before  moving  farther  west  to  Lena,  111.  Here  he  grew  up.  On 
Aug.  25,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Celina  Eby.  They  had  cele- 
brated their  sixty-eighth  wedding  anniversary.  In  1875  they 
moved  to  Iowa  and  settled  near  Adel.  This  was  their  home  with 
the  exception  of  seventeen  years  which  were  spent  in  Carring- 
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ton,  N.  Dak.  Early  in  life  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  He  served  faithfully  as  deacon  for  a  long  time.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  district  mission  board  for  nine  years.  The 
work  of  the  church  was  always  given  first  place  in  his  life.  He 
is  survived  by  his  aged  companion,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
twenty-five  grandchildren,  sixteen  great-grandchildren  and  one 
sister.  Services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  J.  B.  Spurgeon  and 
Olin  Shaw  at  the  Panther  Creek  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  C.  G.  Wicks,  Adel,  Iowa. 

Sipling,  Harry  B.,  a  cheerful  worker  and  loyal  follower,  was 
widely  known  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Conscientious, 
devoted  and  sincere,  he  reached  always  upward  with  a  strength 
and  will  that  were  his  through  an  unshakable  faith.  Many  were 
the  times  when  his  counsel  and  assistance  were  the  means  of 
accomplishing  church  improvements.  He  was  busy  at  such  a 
task,  working  alone  in  the  church,  when  he  was  suddenly 
stricken.  After  failing  to  return  home  in  the  evening  investi- 
gation revealed  that  he  had  suffered  a  cerebral  hemorrhage.  He 
did  not  regain  consciousness  and  quietly  passed  away  during  the 
night.  Bro.  Sipling  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  26, 
1876,  but  moved  as  a  small  boy  with  his  parents  to  Illinois. 
Here  in  his  youth  he  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  In  later  years  he  was  elected  a  deacon.  Bro.  Sip- 
ling's  efforts  in  furthering  the  work  of  the  kingdom  were  not 
limited  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  While  living  in  Iowa, 
where  he  reared  his  family,  he  became  interested  in  interde- 
nominational Sunday-school  work  and  for  two  years  was  state 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Many  also  will  remember  him 
as  an  usher  at  Annual  Conference.  On  Aug.  26,  1896,  Bro. 
Sipling  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cordia  Hair,  his  faithful  com- 
panion for  more  than  forty-four  years.  There  were  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  this  union,  seven  of  whom  are  living.  Also  sur- 
viving are  his  father,  a  sister  and  eleven  grandchildren.  Bro. 
Sipling  died  Feb.  26,  1941.  His  passing  while  busy  in  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  church  was  as  he  might  have  preferred. — Esther  R 
Sipling,  Denver,  Colo. 

Small,  Bertha  Irene,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Krebs, 
was  born  near  Marsh  Creek,  April  21,  1908.  She  lived  in  York 
for  the  past  several  years.  She  died  Feb.  13,  1941,  after  many 
months  of  suffering.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  York  about  a  year  ago.  She  is  survived  by  her  mother, 
two  brothers  and  a  son.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by 
the  undersigned  at  Sleeger's  funeral  home  in  York,  and  burial 
was  in  the  Marsh  Creek  cemetery. — Edward  K.  Ziegler,  York, 
Pa. 

Swander,  Mary  Ann  Wyatt,  was  born  near  Auburn,  Ind.,  Feb. 
18,  1864.  She  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Swan,  Ind..  March  3, 
1941,  at  the  age  of  95  years.  On  Dec.  13,  1862,  she  was  married  to 
John  J.  Swander,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1929.  To  this 
union  were  born  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  daughters 
preceded  her  in  death,  and  the  five  sons  survive.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Cedar  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years  and  remained  faithful  to  the  last.  The  funeral  service 
was  held  at  the  Clark  funeral  home  in  Avilla  with  interment  in 
the  Huntertown  cemetery.  Bro.  J.  S.  Flory,  pastor  of  the  Cedar 
Creek  church,  conducted  the  services. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Smith, 
Garrett,   Ind. 

Taylor,  Bert,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Azariah  Taylor,  was  born 
at  Milbury,  Ohio,  in  1879,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  March  11,  1941.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  in  this  community,  in  which  he  spent  most  of  his  life. 
He  had  not  been  well  for  some  time;  at  the  end  he  was  found 
dead  in  his  bed.  He  leaves  one  son,  one  daughter,  one  sister  and 
two  brothers.  Services  at  the  Tagsold  funeral  home,  Blissfield, 
were  in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  A.  Guthrie  of  Metamora,  and  burial 
was  in  Memorial  park  near  Toledo.— Mrs.  J.  A.  Guthrie,  Meta- 
mora, Ohio. 

Thomas,  Addie  S.,  daughter  of  William  and  Catherine  Finken- 
binder,  was  born  at  Pearl  City,  111.,  Sept.  2,  1864,  and  passed 
away  Feb.  22,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe  and  wife,  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  where  she  and 
her  husband  were  visiting.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Wm. 
H.  Thomas,  Sept.  25,  1881,  near  Pearl  City,  111.,  where  they  resided 
until  1892.  In  that  year  they  moved  to  Red  Cloud,  Nebr.,  where 
they  built  their  home  and  resided  for  forty-nine  years.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  After  the  church  in  Red  Cloud  was  disorganized,  she 
with  her  husband  attended  the  Methodist  church.  She  was 
faithful  in  attendance  at  the  public  services  of  the  church,  and 
was  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  from  early  life.  She  was 
beautiful  in  her  home.  Her  gracious  consideration  and  sac- 
rificial service  were  felt  and  appreciated.  Her  hospitality  ex- 
tended to  friends  and  relatives  far  and  near,  especially  in  the 
early  days  of  pioneer  church  work.  She  was  always  interested 
in  civic  work  such  as  Red  Cross,  4-H,  and  community  welfare 
work.  The  shock  of  her  sudden  passing  was  somewhat  softened 
by  the  fact  that  she  slipped  away  quietly  and  without  pain. 
Her  beloved  companion  and  two  daughters  were  with  her  dur- 
ing the  last  few  minutes  of  this  gentle  translation.  Besides  her 
husband  there  survive  three  daughters  and  one  son,  seven 
grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren,  and  one  sister. 
The  daughters  are  all  wives  of  pastors — Mrs.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe, 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Whitaker,  Mrs.  Bruce  N.  Eshelman.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Red  Cloud  by  Rev. 
Arthur  Swanson,  pastor,  and  Rev.  G.  R.  Birch  of  the  Congrega- 
tional  Church. — J.   Edwin   Jarboe,   Lincoln,   Nebr. 


Torfin,  Virge  S.,  was  born  Aug.  4,  1918,  at  Plaza,  N.  Dak.,  and 
departed  this  life  March  2,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  aunt  and 
uncle  in  Tacoma,  Wash.  Brother  and  Sister  Elmer  Goodyear 
affectionately  reared  him  since  his  mother's  death  in  his  in- 
fancy. At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Tacoma.  For  several  years  he  had  been  afflicted  with 
tuberculosis.  In  recent  years  he  was  at  the  sanitarium  or  con- 
fined to  his  bed  at  home.  While  being  denied  the  ordinary  ac- 
tivities of  youth,  he  grew  in  his  love  for  his  Savior.  He  read 
the  Bible  much.  Two  of  his  favorite  chapters  were  Psa.  143 
and  Rev.  21.  His  last  request  was  that  others  might  tell  the 
people  about  Jesus.  He  felt  that  God  wanted  him  to  come  home 
for  closer  fellowship.  Services  were  conducted  by  his  former 
pastor,  Bro.  Verne  Spillman,  and  the  writer.  He  is  survived  by 
his  father  and  stepmother,  a  half  sister  and  five  half  brothers. 
Interment  was  in  the  old  Tacoma  cemetery. — Earl  E.  Roop,  Seat- 
tle, Wash. 

Ulery,  Jacob  W.,  son  of  Jacob  L.  and  Susannah  Warner  Ulery, 
was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  Sept.  25,  1853,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  a  daughter  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  Feb.  12,  1941.  He  had  been 
bedfast  since  Christmas  Day.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  which  one  sister  survives.  On  Dec.  8,  1881,  he  was 
married  to  Lavina  Shriner,  who  died  in  1933.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  survive.  Eight  grand- 
children and  six  great-grandchildren  also  survive.  He  united 
with  the  West  Goshen  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1888  and  re- 
mained faithful  unto  death,  a  period  of  almost  fifty-three  years. 
He  served  the  church  as  deacon  for  forty-three  years.  During 
fifteen  years  of  that  time  he  also  acted  as  church  treasurer.  Bro. 
Ulery  was  always  active  in  the  work  of  the  church  and  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  services  as  long  as  he  was  able.  It  is  said 
he  did  not  miss  a  communion  service  for  forty-five  years.  Serv- 
ices were  in  the  West  Goshen  church  in  charge  of  Elders  M.  D. 
Stutsman  and  Samuel  E.  Miller.  Burial  was  in  the  West  Goshen 
cemetery.— Mrs.   Mina   Ganger,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Wenger,  Lucinda  E.  Bowersox,  was  born  in  Union  County,  Pa., 
March  3,  1846,  and  passed  away  in  the  home  of  her  son  at  Ollie, 
Iowa,  Dec.  16,  1940.  When  she  was  nine  years  old  she  came  with 
her  parents  to  Stephenson  County,  111.  There,  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen, she  gave  her  heart  to  the  Lord.  On  June  19,  1864,  she  was 
married  to  William  J.  Wales,  and  located  in  Washington  County, 
Iowa.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union.  In  the  spring 
of  1870  they  moved  to  Keokuk  County,  where  she  had  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  Wales  died  in  1870,  and  in  1872  she  was  married  to 
Daniel  Stoner.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Stoner 
died  March  27,  1887.  On  Jan.  26,  1913,  she  was  married  to  Joseph 
H.  Wenger.  They  lived  in  South  English  until  March  17,  1919, 
when  Mr.  Wenger  passed  away.  The  entire  community  knew 
and  loved  Grandma  Wenger.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
English  River  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Homer  Caskey. 
Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Virgil  S.  Coffman,  South 
English,   Iowa. 

Whillock,  Charlotte,  died  on  Dec.  11,  1940,  aged  95  years.  Her 
death  was  due  to  a  fall.  She  was  married  March  21,  1867,  to 
George  W.  Whitlock,  who  preceded  her  in  death  forty-five  years 
ago.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  two  of  whom  sur- 
vive. She  also  leaves  a  brother,  five  grandchildren,  sixteen 
great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great-grandchild.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  about  twenty-five  years  ago. 
She  was  faithful  but  unable  to  attend  church  services  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  funeral  was  held  in  the  home  by  Breth- 
ren W.  F.  Vest  and  C.  E.  Williams.  Interment  was  in  the  family 
burying  ground. — Ada  M.  Basham,  Floyd,  Va. 


----- -     CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Lalon. — At  the  council  on  March  3  it  was  decided  to  retain 
Bro.  D.  C.  Snider  as  our  pastor  for  another  year.  Bro.  Snider 
is  doing  very  fine  work  here;  we  feel  fortunate  to  have  him  as 
our  pastor.  We  are  unanimous  in  approving  the  program  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  Two  young  men  have  been  bap- 
tized since  our  last  report.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is  on 
the  increase.  Our  monthly  family  nights  are  well  attended.  We 
met  for  service  on  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. — Erma  A.  Brabb,. 
Laton,   Calif.,  March  11. 

Live  Oak. — On  Feb.  2  our  pastor  brought  the  first  of  a  series  of 
sermons  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  On  Sunday  evenings  the  Home 
Builders  class  is  discussing  the  book,  Christ  in  the  Home.  On 
Feb.  3  the  men's  club  of  the  church  entertained  the  wives  at  a 
turkey  dinner  and  an  interesting  program.  The  men  were  in  full 
charge.  On  Feb.  10  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  began 
a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  in  Gridley.  On  Feb.  16  the  junior 
department  opened  the  Sunday-school  hour  with  a  number  of 
spiritual  songs  directed  by  Sister  Daugherty.  It  was  inspiring  to 
hear  the  children  sing.  Our  pastor  brought  a  very  inspiring 
sermon  on  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Rev.  Allen  Tucker  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church  brought  the  evening  message.  Bro. 
Will  Bashor  is  leading  the  midweek  prayer  meetings  while  our 
pastor  is  at  Gridley.  We  are  studying  the  Book  of  Mark.  Bro. 
Albert  Crites  was  appointed  Brethren  Service  secretary  for  our 
congregation.  On  Feb.  23  we  enjoyed  spiritual  messages  in 
hymns  by  the  women's  glee  club  of  our  church,  which  had  full 
charge  of  the  morning  service.  On  March  5  we  met  for  quar- 
terly  council   meeting.     On   March   11   Sister   Martha   Shick   will 
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arrive  to  be  with  us  for  a  while.  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  will  be  in 
charge  of  a  week's  revival  meeting  starting  March  17. — Mrs. 
Dale  Ferris,  Gridley,   Calif.,  March  12. 

Los  Angeles,  Belvedere. — We  have  enjoyed  some  very  fine 
special  meetings.  In  January  we  were  blessed  by  the  ministry 
of  President  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College.  Three  churches  of 
the  city  combined  for  this  meeting  and  all  enjoyed  the  fellow- 
ship. This  same  month,  Bro.  O.  C.  Sollenberger,  missionary 
returned  recently  from  China,  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on 
conditions  in  that  country  and  the  status  of  the  missionaries 
there.  We  were  recently  visited  by  a  La  Verne  College  deputa- 
tion team  and  their  field  manager,  Bro.  Frank  Howell.  We  es- 
pecially like  the  music  of  these  fine  groups.  The  men's  work 
has  been  active  in  good  work.  They  have  been  contributing 
their  time  in  painting  and  varnishing  the  main  auditorium  and 
working  on  the  annex.  They  recently  sponsored  a  fellowship 
potluck  dinner  for  the  entire  church  which  was  well  attended 
in  spite  of  copious  rain.  A  team  from  the  Union  Rescue  Mis- 
sion of  this  city  sang  and  gave  testimony.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  E. 
Steinour,  is  often  called  upon  to  speak  to  the  men  who  are 
gathered  from  the  streets  to  be  fed,  clothed  and  evangelized  at 
this  mission.  On  March  16  we  had  as  our  guest  pastor,  Bro.  J.  S. 
Zimmerman  of  La  Verne,  who  gave  us  a  very  good  sermon. 
Attendance  at  services  has  been  encouraging.  One  new  member 
has  been  received  by  letter. — Violetta  Oliver,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  March   16. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — On  March  2  we  enjoyed  a  full  evening  of 
music  rendered  by  the  deputation  team  from  our  college  at  La 
Verne.  One  of  the  members  of  the  team  gave  a  very  inspira- 
tional address.  At  our  midweek  prayer  meeting  we  are  study- 
ing the  Book  of  Matthew,  led  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Fred  Flora. 
We  are  learning  many  new  lessons  as  we  always  do  when  we 
study  God's  holy  Book. — Mrs.  Hilda  Quesinberry,  Alhambra, 
Calif.,    March    11. 

Colorado 

First  Grand  Valley. — On  Jan.  5  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Can- 
field  came  to  our  church  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  meeting.  His  in- 
spiring sermons  were  greatly  enjoyed.  Sister  Canfield's  leading 
in  special  singing  with  Bro.  Canfield's  playing  old-time  songs 
was  appreciated.  Four  were  baptized  and  one  was  made  an 
associate  member.  Our  young  people  purchased  new  songbooks 
and  presented  them  to  the  church.  Group  discussions  are  par- 
ticipated in  each  Sunday  evening.  Our  church  will  do  its  share 
in  assisting  in  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Our  choir, 
under  the  capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  Ben  Spitzer,  presented  a 
beautiful  Christmas  service.  Our  aid  society  is  directed  by  Mrs. 
John  Mitchel  and  Mrs.  Wells  Ferguson.  Bro.  Floyd  L.  Jarboe, 
our  pastor  for  two  years,  will  be  leaving  us  in  September. — Mrs. 
C.  L.  Heiny,  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  March   12. 

Illinois 

Oakley. — We  have  a  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club  this 
year.  Several  of  our  members  attended  the  special  district 
meeting  held  in  Decatur  on  Jan.  25.  Our  members  also  had  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Sunday  school  and  Bible  institute 
held  in  Cerro  Gordo  during  the  second  week  in  February.  On 
Feb.  16  we  held  an  all-day  meeting  at  the  church,  with  regular 
services  in  the  morning,  a  potluck  dinner  at  noon  and  a  busi- 
ness meeting  in  the  afternoon.  Elections  were  held  for  trustees, 
members  of  the  welfare  board,  and  the  vacation  Bible  school 
committees.  The  undersigned  was  made  Messenger  correspond- 
ent. David  Hamm  was  chosen  as  our  local  promotional  secre- 
tary for  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  work.  Teams  have 
been  selected  and  plans  are  being  made  to  canvass  all  of  the 
members.  The  ladies'  aid  served  lunch  at  a  farm  sale  on  Feb.  24. 
They  have  also  purchased  a  cook  stove  for  the  kitchen  in  the 
church.  The  young  people  are  planning  to  attend  a  sectional 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting  at  Decatur  on  March  23. — Idabelle  Hood, 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  March  17. 

Okaw. — Recent  improvements  in  our  church  include  a  new 
baptistry  and  water  system  and  new  carpet  for  the  platform  and 
front  of  the  church.  At  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings  Bro.  James 
Claytor  is  conducting  a  very  interesting  discussion  on  What 
Church  Membership  Means.  The  study  will  continue  to  Easter. 
Pastor  Jacob  Dick  has  charge  of  our  prayer  meetings  each  Sat- 
urday evening.  Our  attendance  is  not  so  large  but  those  who 
attend  enjoy  great  spiritual  help.  Recently  we  had  a  candle- 
lighting  service,  which  was  very  impressive.  On  Jan.  19  Bro. 
Lyle  Klotz  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  gave  both  the  morning 
and  evening  addresses  and  favored  us  with  special  music.  On 
March  2  a  group  presented  a  missionary  play,  Chinese  Gold.  On 
March  9  the  same  play  was  given  in  Cerro  Gordo,  and  on  March 
16  at  Decatur.  On  March  1  we  had  a  fellowship  supper,  fol- 
lowed by  prayer  meeting  and  our  regular  quarterly  council.  We 
decided  to  pay  two  dollars  per  member  for  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  from  the  church  treasury  as  the  money  is  needed. 
Bro.  Dick  preached  the  following  day  on  Brethren  in  Christian 
Service  and  handed  out  peace  cups.  It  may  be  that  most  of  the 
money  can  be  raised  and  put  back  in  the  treasury  in  this  way. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  week's  pre-Easter  service  to  be  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor,  followed  by  our  love  feast  on  April  14. 
Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  the  evening  of 
March  28.  Mrs.  Galen  T.  Lehman  of  Springfield,  111.,  will  be  our 
guest  speaker.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Miller,  our  elder,  was  able  to  be 
back  to  church  Sunday  after  several  weeks'  illness. — Mrs.  Mar- 
vin Arnold,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  March  18. 


Panther  Creek. — At  the  council  held  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
March  9,  Brethren  H.  F.  Wiley  and  Guy  Nofsinger  were  elected 
delegates  to  district  conference  to  be  held  in  the  Astoria  church 
Aug.  29-31.  Our  spring  love  feast  will  be  held  on  May  31.  The 
ministerial  board  was  instructed  to  investigate  the  matter  of  a 
summer  pastor  for  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August;  also 
to  procure  an  evangelist  for  revival  meetings  next  fall,  the  date 
to  be  set  later.  The  trustees  are  to  watch  for  a  suitable  date 
to  call  the  men  together  to  do  the  outside  spring  cleaning  at  the 
church.  The  aid  has  made  a  quilt,  several  comforters,  and  some 
coverings  and  has  done  work  for  the  Red  Cross  in  recent 
months.  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  will  be 
with  us  for  morning  and  evening  services  on  a  Sunday  in  May. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  preparing  an  Easter  program.— Elsie  Nof- 
singer, El  Paso,  111.,  March   17. 

Sterling. — On  Dec.  15  our  men's  work  had  a  meeting  with  the 
district  directors,  Brethren  Powers,  Williams  and  Hohnadel, 
and  a  luncheon  in  the  church  basement.  At  the  Christmas  sea- 
son our  children  gave  a  fine  program  in  the  morning.  A  play, 
The  Coming  of  Peace  and  Light,  was  presented  in  the  evening. 
Each  departrnent  of  the  Sunday  school  enjoyed  its  own  party 
during  Christmas  week.  Our  pastor  and  family  were  well  re- 
membered at  this  time  in  appreciation  of  their  untiring  efforts 
for  the  church.  Some  of  our  members  took  part  in  a  community 
pageant  and  carol  sing.  During  a  part  of  the  winter  mission 
classes  were  held  for  all  ages  on  Sunday  evenings.  Our  church 
co-operated  in  the  union  Sunday  evening  services  this  winter, 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  hear  prominent  religious 
leaders.  A  new  Sunday-school  class,  including  those  between 
twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age,  has  been  organized;  also  a  fine 
orchestra  under  the  direction  of  Guy  Bishop.  It  was  voted  to 
subscribe  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  every  family.  Great  in- 
terest has  been  shown  in  the  Brethren  camps  for  drafted  men, 
and  Bro.  Don  Wilson,  with  Bro.  T.  E.  Hults  as  assistant,  was 
elected  secretary  for  that  work  in  this  congregation.  On  March 
9  Bro.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack  was  with  us  to  give  a  missionary  mes- 
sage in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  talk  about  the 
Brethren  camps.  A  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  the  church  on  that 
day.  On  March  2  a  candlelighting  service  made  our  mite  box 
program  impressive.  The  church  is  grateful  to  one  of  our  num- 
ber who  has  remodeled  and  beautified  our  audience  room. — 
Helen   Hoak  Eikenberry,  Sterling,  HI.,  March  17. 

Indiana 

Logansport. — A  very  large  group  met  in  council  on  March  12. 
We  have  rearranged  our  church  by  placing  the  seats  to  face  the 
north.  The  decorating  committee  reported  that  plans  were  made 
and  money  raised  to  paper  our  church  before  Easter.  A  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  to  raise  money  and  buy  two  chairs 
for  the  pulpit.  We  decided  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  Conference 
this  spring.  We  voted  to  continue  the  service  of  Bro.  D.  H. 
Fouts,  Jr.,  and  family  for  another  year.  We  will  be  happy  to 
have  Bro.  Fouts  and  family  move  to  our  city  when  his  work  is 
finished  at  Manchester  College  this  spring.  Services  have  been 
well  attended  this  winter.  At  our  pre-Easter  meetings  a  speaker 
from  Manchester  College  will  be  in  charge  each  night.  An  Eas- 
ter program  is  being  planned.  Bro.  Marion  Flora  of  Mexico,  Ind., 
spoke  to  us  recently  on  his  eightieth  birthday. — Laura  Wells, 
Logansport,  Ind.,  March  18. 

North  Winona. — The  church  met  in  regular  members'  meet- 
ing on  March  5.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  pre-Easter  re- 
vival meeting  to  be  held  by  Bro.  J.  E.  Baldwin  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary.  Our  communion  service  is  scheduled  for  Mon- 
day evening,  April  14.  Since  our  last  report  Bro.  Lloyd  Hoff 
and  Bro.  Paul  Halladay  from  North  Manchester  filled  the  pulpit 
in  the  absence  of  our  pastor.  Our  church  will  entertain  our 
county  Sunday-school  convention  this  spring.  The  aid  society 
has  done  a  great  deal  through  the  winter  months  to  change 
the  appearance  of  the  interior  of  our  church. — Mrs.  Alma  E. 
Hanawalt,   Pierceton,   Ind. 

Pipe  Creek.— Bro.  Lawrence  Shultz  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  was  with  us  March  16.  At  our  council  meeting  held 
March  14  several  vacancies  in  church  offices  were  filled.  Sister 
Lois  Miller  was  elected  Messenger  agent,  and  Bro.  Milo  Huffman 
Brethren  Service  director.  Our  aid  society  will  make  three 
packets  to  send  to  the  service  camp.  The  annual  report  of  our 
aid  work  read  at  this  meeting  showed  an  average  attendance  of 
twenty.  Sister  Myrtle  Shively  will  act  as  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference.  Our  communion  will  be  held  on  May  31.  For  two 
days  the  men  cut  wood  for  the  church.  The  ladies  furnished 
dinner  and  did  aid  work  on  these  days. — Martha  O.  Hessong, 
Peru,  Ind.,  March  19. 

Sampson  Hill. — Morning  and  evening  services  were  held  on 
March  9  with  Bro.  Carnie  Carpenter  of  Jeffersonville  in  charge. 
Bro.  Carpenter  preached  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  sermon, 
taking  his  text  from  John  and  Luke.  The  song,  This  World  Is 
Not  My  Home,  was  sung  by  the  small  son  and  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Carpenter.  We  hope  to  have  Bro.  Carpenter 
and  family  back  with  us  again  soon.  Grandma  Johnson,  who  is 
eighty  years  of  age,  has  been  unable  to  attend  church  and  Sun- 
day school  recently.  She  is  greatly  missed  for  she  was  always  a 
regular   attendant. — Gertrude   Tranter,   Shoals,   Ind.,   March   13. 

South  Bend,  Second. — Since  our  last  report  Bro.  William 
Beahm  and  Dr.  O.  S.  Hamer  brought  messages  to  us  when  our 
pastor  was  away  conducting  a  revival  meeting.  From  Feb.  3  to 
16  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre   assisted  us  in   a   revival.     The  meetings 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,   Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  April  23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va.,  April  16,   17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — H  a  t- 
field,   April  30,   May   1. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Clover 
Creek,   April  8-10. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
em,  N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York- 
Coventry,  April  17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April   16-18. 

Virginia,  Norther  n — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,  April  18,   19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April  23-25. 

LOVE     FEASTS 

California 

April   11,  Laton. 
April  18,   Waterford. 

Delaware 

April  10,  7:30,  Wilmington. 

Illinois 
April  11,  7:30  pm,  Polo. 
April     12,     7:30     pm,     Walnut 

Grove. 
April  14,  7  pm,   Okaw. 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 

Indiana 

7   pm,   Plymouth. 
Rock  Run. 
7:30  pm,  Arcadia. 
7:30  pm,  Fort  Wayne. 
7 :30  pm,  West  Goshen. 

7:30   pm,    West   Ma- 
Second,  South  Bend. 

7:30   pm.   North   Wi- 

7:30  pm,  Brick,  Nettle 

Union  Grove. 
:30  pm,  Mexico. 
7:30   pm,  Middletown. 
7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

pm,  Cedar  Creek. 
7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 


April  9, 
April  10, 
April  10, 
April  10, 
April  10, 
April   11; 

rion. 
AprU  12, 
April   14, 

nona. 
April  26, 

Creek. 
April  27, 
May  3,  7 
May  24, 
May  31, 
May  4,  8 
May  31 


Iowa 

April  11,  Libertyville. 
April  11,  South  Waterloo. 
April  30,  English  River. 
May  24,  Fernald. 

Kansas 

April  10,  Wichita,  First. 
April    13,    Hutchinson. 
April    13,    Monitor. 
April  16,  Independence. 
May  4,   7  pm,  Belleville. 

Maryland 

April  10,  7  pm,  Frederick  City. 
April     10,     6:30     pm,     Meadow 

Branch. 
April  27,  5  pm,  Woodberry. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
May   11,   7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
May  25,  Ridgely. 

Michigan 

April   6,   Flint. 

April   11,    7:45   pm,   Woodland. 


Missouri 
April  11,  Mountain  Grove. 
April  11,  North  Bethel. 

Nebraska 

April    11,   Enders. 
April  14,  Lincoln. 

North  Carolina 

April  10,  Fraternity. 

Ohio 

April    10,    7:30   pm,   Greenville. 

April   10,  7:30  pm,  Lima. 

April  11,  Lick  Creek. 

April  11,  7:45  pm.  Marble  Fur- 
nace. 

April  12,  7:30  pm,  Pleasant  Hill. 

April  13,  Canton,  Maple  Ave- 
nue. 

April  13,  7:30  pm,  Silver 
Creek. 

April  13,  8  pm,  Sand  Ridge. 

April  20,  Fort  McKinley. 

April  20,  7:30  pm,  Canton. 
First. 

May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

Oklahoma 

April  9,  8  pm,  Guthrie. 
April  16,  8  pm,  Guthrie. 
April  20,   Big  Creek. 

Oregon 

April   12,   Myrtle   Point. 
May   3,   Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

April  6,   7:30  pm,  Aughwick. 

April  10,  7  pm,  Chambersburg. 

April  10.  Meyersdale. 

April  10,  Mount  Joy. 

April  10,  Waynesboro. 

April  11,  Lititz. 

April  13,  Coventry. 

April  13,  Lebanon. 

April  13,  Windber. 

April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 

April  13,  7  pm,  Tyrone. 

April  20,  Fairview. 

April   27,   Ligonier. 

April  27,  7  pm,  Bellwood. 

May   4,   East  Petersburg. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 

May  9,  10,  1:30  pm,  Annville. 

May  11,  10  am,  Shrewsbury. 

May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

May  11,  Germantown. 

May    11,    7   pm,    Snake    Spring 

Valley. 
May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Conestoga, 

Bareville. 
May   17,   18,   Salunga. 
May    17,    18,    1:30    pm,    Upper 

Conewago,   Mummerts. 
May  24,  25,   10  am,   Schuylkill. 
May   25,    Codorus. 
May     25,     Lower     Conewago. 

Bermudian   house. 

Tennessee 

April   10,   7   pm,  Johnson   City. 
April  26,  Mt.  Valley. 

Virginia 

April  10,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek 
April   10,   7  pm,   Middle   River. 
April  10,  7  pm,  Mt.  Zion. 
April  12,  6  pm,  Oak  Grove. 
April  13.  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April     13,     6:30     pm,     Fairfax, 

Oakton. 
April  28,  Cloverdale. 
May  4,  Sangerville. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Timberville. 
May  12,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Bethel. 
May   18,   7   pm,   Linville   Creek 

at    Cedar    Run. 

Washington 

April  11,  Ellisforde. 


were  well  attended,  although  there  was  much  sickness  at  that 
time.  The  messages  were  spiritual  and  inspiring.  Bro.  Whitacre 
and  our  pastor  visited  in  many  homes.  Two  were  baptized,  one 
reclaimed,  one  received  from  another  church  and  two  lives  were 
dedicated  anew.  Very  recently  two  aged  brethren  were  bap- 
tized. Three  were  received  from  other  churches  previous  to  our 
revival.  Others  have  expressed  a  desire  to  unite  with  the 
church.  Interest  and  attendance  are  increasing.  Our  ladies' 
aid  observed  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  April  12.  We  will  have  an  Easter  sunrise  service  fol- 
lowed with  breakfast  for  all.  Committees  were  chosen  to  ar- 
range for  a  vacation  Bible  school,  teacher  training  class  and 
Bible  institute.  We  hope  to  place  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  one 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes. — Mrs.  Claude  Ullery,  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  March  18. 

Kansas 

Washington  Creek. — At  our  December  council  Eld.  L.  H.  Grif- 
fith, after  many  years  of  service,  resigned  and  Eld.  W.  B.  De 
Vilbiss  of  Ottawa  was  elected  to  serve  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
At  our  Christmas  program  The  Royal  Guest  was  given  and  an 
offering  was  taken.  The  men  of  the  community  met  one  day  in 
December  to  cut  and  saw  wood  for  the  pastor.  Due  to  unfavor- 
able weather  and  roads,  attendance  was  small  for  six  weeks 
after  Christmas.  There  were  no  preaching  services  on  Feb.  9 
because  Pastor  Reynolds  and  wife  were  absent.  The  ■women  of 
the  church  have  been  busy,  the  aid  society  quilting  one  day 
every  two  weeks.  They  pay  the  pastor's  telephone  bill  and  re- 
cently made  a  contribution  to  the  pastoral  fund.  The  mission- 
ary society  has  been  engaged  in  Bible  study  which  has  proved 
very  interesting.  Some  of  our  young  people  attended  the  re- 
gional young  people's  banquet  at  Ottawa  in  January.  The  pas- 
tor and  his  wife  attended  the  regional  conference  at  McPherson, 
and  with  Mrs.  Elva  M.  Craik,  the  called  district  conference  at 
Topeka.  The  purpose  of  the  district  meeting  was  to  plan  for 
the  care  of  our  boys  in  camps.— Lila  Kinzie  Haas,  Lawrence, 
Kans.,  March  3. 

Nebraska 

Lincoln. — About  twenty  young  people  attended  the  social  held 
on  Jan.  15.  A  part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  planning  a  Sun- 
day night  church  service.  The  program  consisted  of  songs, 
readings  and  a  talk  by  Mrs.  Floyd  McLain  on  her  trip  to  Pales- 
tine several  years  ago.  On  Feb.  14  the  men's  organization  spon- 
sored a  supper  in  the  church  basement.  About  225  attended  and 
a  profit  of  about  $31  was  made.  Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe  spoke  at 
the  city  mission  on  the  eleventh.  Mrs.  Addie  S.  Thomas,  mother 
of  Sister  J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  passed  away  suddenly  on  the  twenty- 
second  while  visiting  at  the  home  of  the  Jarboes.  Her  home  was 
at  Red  Cloud,  Nebr.,  and  the  funeral  was  held  there.  On  the 
last  Sunday  of  February  the  message  of  the  morning  was  brought 
by  Bro.  Chester  N.  Van  Dyke,  pastor  at  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  and 
in  the  evening  he  showed  the  pictures  of  The  Land  of  the  Mon- 
key-bread Tree. — Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Feb.  28. 

Ohio 

Eagle  Creek. — On  Jan.  26  members  and  friends  of  the  church 
helped  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer,  celebrate  his  sixty- 
sixth  birthday.  Dinner  was  served  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  Rev.  Gale  Freed  preached  in  the  afternoon.  The  church 
presented  Bro.  Anglemyer  a  gift,  consisting  of  a  chair,  ottoman 
and  end  table.  A  business  meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  26.  Dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  are  Hazel  Pore  and  Helen  Freed;  alter- 
nates are  Mabel  Bibler  and  Helen  Thomas.  The  committee  to 
look  after  repair  work  in  the  church  consists  of  Alpha  Stein- 
man,  John  King  and  Jay  Longworth.  The  church  decided  to  sup- 
port the  camp  program  for  conscientious  objectors. — Mrst  Fred 
Eberhart,   Findlay,   Ohio,   March   10. 

Lick  Creek. — During  the  Christmas  vacation  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller 
of  Manchester  College  was  with  us  in  a  Bible  institute.  On 
Feb.  9  we  enjoyed  having  a  deputation  team  from  Manchester 
College,  one  member  of  which,  Bro.  Bruce  Wood,  brought  the 
morning  message.  At  our  semiannual  council  meeting  on  March 
7  four  letters  of  membership  were  received  and  four  granted. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Dewey  Rowe,  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference  at  La  Verne,  Calif.  Bro.  Rowe  and  his  wife 
were  chosen  delegates  to  our  district  conference  to  be  held  in 
the  Fostoria  church  March  19,  20.  We  are  planning  services  for 
Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  nights  preceding  Easter,  to 
be  conducted  by  our  pastor.  Communion  services  will  be  held 
on  Good  Friday  evening.  Our  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Hazel  Lautsenhizer,  is  preparing  the  cantata,  The  Glory  of 
Easter,  to  be  presented  on  Easter  Sunday  evening.  We  are  ex- 
panding our  relief  offerings  to  help  care  for  the  additional 
budget  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service. — Mrs.  Leo  Stombaugh, 
Bryan,  Ohio,  March  11. 

Reading. — We  met  in  council  Feb.  18  at  which  time  the  church 
voted  to  support  the  camp  project  as  outlined  by  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee.  Bro.  Charles  Messer  was  chosen  peace 
secretary.  The  men's  organization  gave  the  church  building  two 
coats  of  paint  last  fall,  and  will  complete  the  painting  as  soon  as 
the  weather  permits.  The  interior  is  being  redecorated  also, 
with  all  the  woodwork  painted  and  the  benches  revarnished,  and 
walls  newly  papered.  Bro.  Jesse  D.  Reber  of  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Cleveland  will  conduct  our  revival  meetings 
this  spring  from  April  20  to  May  4.     Communion  services  will  be 
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held  at  the  close   of  the  meetings.— Mrs.   H.   C.  Lehman,   Salem, 
Ohio,  March  10. 

Swan  Creek. — On  Dec.  22  a  Christmas  program  was  given  by 
the  children  and  young  people's  department  to  a  well-filled 
house.  After  the  program  a  beautiful  floor  lamp  was  presented 
to  the  pastor  and  wife  by  the  members  of  the  church.  Through 
the  earnest  efforts  of  our  Messenger  agent,  Mrs.  Pearl  Haller, 
and  the  co-operation  of  our  members,  we  have  the  one  hundred 
per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  club  this  year.  We  are  grateful  for 
a  piano  that  was  presented  to  the  church  by  one  of  our  members, 
Sam  Berkebile,  in  memory  of  his  wife.  On  Feb.  9  an  appropri- 
ate memorial  service  was  conducted  in  recognition  of  this  gift. 
On  Feb.  16  Rev.  Harold  Hendricks  preached  for  us  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  pastor,  who  was  called  to  Maryland  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  his  mother.  The  trustees  have  greatly  improved 
the  appearance  of  the  interior  of  our  church  by  sanding  and 
varnishing  the  floor.  On  March  7  at  our  semiannual  business 
meeting  Stephen  Stutzman  and  Carl  Wyse  were  chosen  delegates 
to  our  district  meeting.  We  decided  to  have  a  pre-Easter  meet- 
ing of  one  week,  to  be  directed  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  W.  E.  Ham- 
ilton.— Mrs.  Mildred   Hamilton,   Delta,  Ohio,   March  8. 

Oregon 
Albany. — The  ten-day  evangelistic  meeting  conducted  by  Pas- 
tor Ralph  Hatton  of  the  Portland  church  brought  much  inspira- 
tion and  help  to  our  church.  On  account  of  sickness  for  six 
weeks  our  Sunday-school  attendance  was  very  small,  but  has 
now  gone  above  the  enrollment.  A  Christmas  play,  Why  the 
Christmas  Chimes  Rang,  was  given  by  the  young  people.  The 
aid  society  has  been  busy  preparing  clothing  for  China  relief. 
We  have  also  been  helping  the  unfortunate  of  our  own  commu- 
nity. Our  regular  council  was  held  March  2,  with  Eld.  J.  S. 
Culp  in  charge.  It  was  decided  to  secure"  a  summer  pastor.  We 
expect  to  have  a  pastor  for  full-time  work  by  Sept.  1.  Our  com- 
munion service  is  to  be  held  May  3. — Mrs.  N.  E.  Miller,  Albany, 
Oregon,   March   10. 

Pennsylvania 

Akron. — Brethren  David  Snader  and  Harry  Dohner  were  dele- 
gates to  the  special  district  meeting  which  was  held  at  Elizabeth- 
town  on  Feb.  22.  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  was  with  us  on  Feb.  16  in 
a  Bible  institute  at  both  morning  and  evening  services.  He 
also  taught  the  Sunday  school  in  a  group.  The  Achievement 
offering  on  this  date  amounted  to  $19.02.  On  Feb.  23  the  dele- 
gates gave  a  report  of  the  special  district  meeting.  It  was  de- 
cided to  take  an  offering  on  March  2  for  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee.  On  March  4  the  church  convened  in  council  with 
Eld.  David  Snader  presiding  and  Elders  James  Moore  and  Har- 
vey Markley  present.  A  report  was  given  by  Paul  Dohner  that 
the  Messenger  is  now  placed  in  every  member's  home  and  that 
some  from  the  other  churches  have  subscribed.  The  church  de- 
cided to  hold  an  offering  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month.  David  Snader  was  elected  elder 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  Mabel  Reitz  was  elected  president  of 
the  aid  society,  David  Snader  and  Harry  Dohner,  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  The  church  decided  not  to  send  a  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference  this  year.  Our  spring  love  feast  will  be  held 
May  31.  On  March  2  we  took  an  offering  amounting  to  $125.20 
for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  Two  were  received  by  let- 
ter since  our  last  writing. — Geo.  B.  Wolfe,  Akron,  Pa.,  March  5. 

Bellwood. — On  Sept.  1  Bro.  Clyde  Bush  began  his  pastoral 
work  at  our  church.  On  Oct.  1  his  family  moved  into  the  par- 
sonage, which  had  been  remodeled  prior  to  their  coming.  We 
had  a  reception  for  our  new  pastor  and  gave  special  recognition 
to  Brother  and  Sister  Cox  for  their  services  during  the  past  ten 
years.  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks,  elder  of  our  church  and  active 
since  its  beginning,  expressed  sincere  appreciation  of  the  friend- 
ship and  service  of  Brother  and  Sister  Cox  and  family  and  ex- 
tended to  Brother  and  Sister  Bush  and  family  a  hearty  welcome 
into  the  service  and  ministry  here.  Rev.  Stone,  president  of 
the  Bellwood  Ministerium,  expressed  regrets  at  losing  Bro.  Cox 
and  extended  an  invitation  to  Bro.  Bush  to  become  a  member 
of  the  ministerial  board.  There  was  an  attendance  of  about  one 
hundred  at  our  fall  love  feast.  Bro.  Bush  visited  in  every  home 
in  the  congregation  during  the  first  quarter.  On  the  morning  of 
Dec.  22  our  Sunday  school  observed  church  school  day,  and  in 
the  evening  we  enjoyed  a  Christmas  candlelighting  service,  which 
was  well  attended.  At  Christmas  time  the  church  presented 
Brother  and  Sister  Bush  a  set  of  lamps.  We  have  been  favored 
with  special  music  by  the  Koontz  Gospel  Singers,  and  by  the 
Lewistown  mixed  chorus,  sponsored  by  the  Gleaners  Bible  class. 
— Mrs.  Jennie  Walters,  Bellwood,  Pa.,  March  1. 

Chambersburg. — Our  attendance  has  been  good  at  Sunday 
school  and  church  although  there  has  been  much  sickness  dur- 
ing the  winter.  Our  young  people  gave  a  very  creditable  pres- 
entation of  the  Christmas  pageant,  The  Shining  Window.  Our 
revival  meeting  was  held  Feb.  2-16,  with  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick 
as  evangelist.  The  meetings  were  well  attended.  Thirteen  were 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  At  our  council  on  March  12  new 
officers  were  elected  and  former  ones  re-elected.  Bro.  M.  B. 
Mentzer  was  elected  elder  for  a  year.  Our  Messenger  agent, 
Bro.  Aaron  Eversole,  and  fellow  workers  are  very  busy.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes,  and  wife  will  move  to  Greencastle 
April  1  to  take  up  their  work.  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  and  family 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  will  take  up  the  pastoral  work  here 
about  June  15.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  April  10.— Mrs. 
Geo.    Haldeman,    Chambersburg,   Pa.,   March    10. 


East  Fairview. — On  New  Year's  Eve  we  held  an  impressive  and 
inspirational  watch  night  service.  At  our  January  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
meeting  the  young  people  of  the  Middle  Creek  church  rendered 
the  program.  In  the  morning  services  on  Jan.  5  Bro.  Thomas 
Patrick  and  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  of  Big  Swatara  were  with  us, 
Bro.  Norman  Patrick  giving  the  sermon.  Missionary  Sunday  was 
observed  on  Feb.  16  with  Bro.  Phares  Forney  bringing  the  ser- 
mon and  the  church  responding  liberally  with  an  Achievement 
Offering  of  $413.57.  Sister  Eliza  Miller,  who  has  spent  forty 
years  in  missionary  service  in  India,  brought  a  very  timely  mis- 
sionary message  at  our  February  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On  Feb.  16  the 
Spurlock  Singers,  a  Negro  male  quartet,  gave  a  very  inspiring 
musical  program  of  songs  and  Negro  spirituals  to  an  audience 
of  about  900  people.  We  met  in  council  on  March  3.  Bro.  Nor- 
man Weaver,  a  member  of  our  local  board  of  Christian  educa- 
tion, was  appointed  local  secretary  to  the  district  secretary.  Eld. 
H.  A.  Merkey  has  been  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  at 
La  Verne,  Calif.  Bro.  Jacob  Ruhl,  Bro.  Norman  Weaver  and 
Sister  Ada  Turner  have  been  elected  to  serve  as  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  Three  have  been  received  by  letter.  Since  the 
first  of  the  year  we  have  had  charge  of  the  prayer  meeting 
at  the  Brethren  Home  and  are  looking  forward  to  such  a  meet- 
ing soon  again. — Jerome  H.  Brubaker,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  March  10. 

Green  Tree. — Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  March  5 
with  Bro.  David  Hanawalt  presiding.  Delegates  elected  to  the 
district  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Coventry  church  on  April  17 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Hanawalt,  Mrs.  E.  Neuhauser  and 
George  Hallman,  Sr.  Six  members  of  the  Sunday  school  took 
the  leadership  training  course  held  in  Phoenixville  during  Janu- 
ary and  February.  Bro.  Hanawalt  was  an  instructor  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  response  to  pledges  for  the  support  of  Sister 
Clara  Harper  in  Africa  surpass  that  of  other  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Daryl  Parker,  missionaries  on  furlough  from  China,  will  be  at 
our  church  March  23  for  the  Sunday  school  and  church  hour. — 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Dunmore,  Oaks,  Pa.,  March  7. 

Lewistown. — Since  the  coming  of  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Harold 
Snider  from  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  we  have  had  very  uplifting, 
spiritual,  gospel  messages.  One  Sunday  morning  service  a 
month  is  especially  for  children.  There  is  a  growing  interest  in 
our  midweek  prayer  service  now  in  the  study  of  the  Book  of 
Genesis.  Each  Thursday  night  we  are  spiritually  blessed  with 
enlightening  Bible  prophecy.  A  junior  choir  has  been  organized 
under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Snider.  A  new  official  board  was 
recently  organized,  consisting  of  deacons,  trustees,  a  pulpit  com- 
mittee, director  of  the  children's  department,  director  of  wom- 
en's work,  and  Sunday-school  superintendent.  A  committee  has 
been  appointed  to  make  plans  for  remodeling  the  interior  of  the 
church.  Repairs  have  been  made  in  the  parsonage.  Delegates 
to  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Fredericksburg  will  be  Brother 
and  Sister  Harold  Snider,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Strausser  and  Ida  Fisher. 
Beginning  March  23  Bro.  Snider  will  conduct  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival in  our  church.  During  the  absence  of  a  pastor  from  Oc- 
tober to  December  Bro.  E.  W.  Strausser  faithfully  assisted  in 
keeping  the  flock  together,  in  addition  to  teaching  the  men's 
Bible  class  every  Sunday  morning  and  acting  as  Sunday-school 
superintendent. — O.    O.   Brumbaugh,    Lewistown,    Pa.,    March    10. 

Oaks. — The  Episcopal  church  and  the  Green  Tree  church  are 
planning  to  organize  a  Boy  Scout  troop.  A  number  of  meetings 
have  been  held  to  complete  the  plans.  On  Feb.  27  Albert  John 
Stillman  and  Ida  Kathryn  Freece  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
parsonage.  On  March  9  about  twenty-five  intermediate  boys 
and  girls  took  part  in  the  morning  service.  A  candlelighting 
service  was  held  at  the  evening  worship  hour,  with  a  consecra- 
tion message  by  Bro.  David  Hanawalt. — Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Dunmore, 
Oaks,  Pa.,  March  10. 

Roaring  Spring. — Our  pastor,  Eld.  T.  F.  Henry,  was  re-elected 
elder  for  the  new  year;  other  church  officers  are  practically  the 
same  as  last  year.  Our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  Clover  Creek  church  April  9  are  Brethren  Louis 
Hoover  and  S.  B.  Brumbaugh  and  Sisters  Ethel  Long  and  Eliza 
Over.  On  Feb.  2  our  pastor  united  in  marriage  in  the  church 
Sister  Julia  Susanna  Replogle  and  Paul  D.  Longenecker.  On 
March  2  our  evening  speaker  was  one  of  our  boys,  Bro.  Wilbur 
Hoover,  who  was  recently  licensed  to  the  ministry  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  where  he  is  attending  the  university.  We  are  re- 
painting and  redecorating  the  interior  of  our  church  building. 
We  have  purchased  an  electric  organ  which  we  dedicated  on 
March  9.  Our  pastor  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  the 
morning  to  a  large  audience,  and  Clarence  Black  of  Tyrone,  Pa., 
gave  an  organ  recital,  accompanied  by  several  selections  from 
the  Melody  Makers  male  quartet.  We  expect  to  have  a  rededi- 
cation  service  on  March  30  after  the  redecorating  is  complete. 
Our  pastor  is  holding  evangelistic  services  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  at 
the  present  time. — Mrs.  Lena  M.  Hoover,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa., 
March   11. 

Welrys. — The  congregation  met  in  a  special  business  meeting 
on  the  evening  of  Jan.  23  to  consider  the  program  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee.  It  was  decided  to  accept  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  special  district  meeting  held  at  the  Huntsdale 
church  on  Jan.  11,  to  foster  the  work  of  the  Service  Committee, 
and  to  care  for  this  congregation's  share  of  the  financial  support 
of  the  program.  Bro.  George  Clopper  was  elected  to  serve  as 
the  local  representative.  So  far  gifts  totaling  $208  have  been 
received.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  16  a  missionary  program  was 
presented,  consisting  of  special  music,  recitations  and  a  mis- 
sionary talk  by  Sister  Thomas.     At  the  close  of  this  program  the 
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Achievement  Offering  of  $243.43  was  received,  the  largest  for  the 
past  six  years. — Martha  Heefner,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  March  7. 

Yellow  Creek. — At  our  council  held  on  Jan.  11  at  the  Bethel 
house  Bro.  George  S.  Batzell  was  elected  assistant  elder;  Bro. 
Ralph  Hane,  deacon;  Sister  Elizabeth  Kegarise,  clerk;  Sister 
Bertha  Snyder,  Messenger  agent  and  correspondent.  It  was  de- 
cided to  relicense  Bro.  James  Fink  for  one  year.  Three  letters 
were  received  and  one  granted.  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury 
is  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  at  the  Bethel  house  in 
June.  On  Dec.  24  Bethel  gave  an  interesting  Christmas  pro- 
gram—Mrs. Bertha  Snyder,  Hopewell,  Pa.,  March  10. 

Virginia 

Oak  Grove. — Recent  visitors  who  spoke  from  our  pulpit  were 
Bro.  H.  C.  Eller  of  Luray,  Bro.  E.  C.  Woodie  of  Troutville  and 
Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm.  On  Jan.  12  slides  on  ten  famous  hymns 
were  presented.  On  March  2  we  started  study  classes  to  con- 
tinue through  six  Sunday  evenings.  The  adults  are  studying 
Achieving  a  Christian  Home.  The  young  people  are  finding 
many  interesting  things  studying  the  history  of  our  church,  and 
the  children  are  studying  China.  At  our  council  on  March  5  the 
building  committee  reported  the  amount  of  the  church  debt  is 
to  be  paid  by  April  1.  We  pledged  $100  for  the  Civilian  Service 
camp,  to  be  paid  by  March  23.  Bro.  H.  C.  Spangler  was  appointed 
as  secretary-treasurer  of  this  project.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Saturday  before  Easter.  Delegates  to  district  meeting 
are  Mattie  Mills,  Ruth  Spangler  and  H.  C.  Spangler.  The  district 
men's  fellowship  supper  will  be  held  in  our  church  April  1. 
We  will  have  morning  and  afternoon  services  on  Mother's  Day 
with  dinner  at  the  church. — Mrs.  O.  D.  Eller,  Salem,  Va..  March  8. 

Sangerville. — An  installation  service  was  conducted  at  the 
Sangerville  church  on  March  2  for  our  first  pastor,  Bro.  Isaac 
Garber  of  Durbin,  W.  Va.  Services  were  recalled  at  the  Branch 
and  Emanuel  houses  and  all  met  together  for  this  service  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  J.  T.  Glick  and  Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  of  the  district 
ministerial  board.  Bro.  C.  A.  Click  is  our  local  secretary  for 
Civilian  Public  Service  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month 
the  offering  is  brought  for  this  work  and  for  relief.  Our  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  Bro.  Otho  Zimmerman,  is  back  with  us 
again  after  an  absence  of  three  months  due  to  an  accident  in 
which  he  was  badly  hurt.  Our  women's  work  made  one  com- 
plete layette  and  sent  several  boxes  of  used  clothing  for  relief. 
They  are  making  a  study  of  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China. 
Three  fourths  of  our  families  are  getting  the  Messenger.  The 
Sangerville  and  Emanuel  houses  have  a  combined  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and 
the   programs  are   given   alternately   at   each   church.     A   Bible 


quiz  was  conducted  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  March  16.  At  a  r< 
cent  meeting  the  John  T.  Glick  family  presented  a  program.- 
Mrs.  Hattie  Simmons,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  March  16. 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes   the   following   New   Testament   rites:     Baptism   of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;   Acts  2:38);   feet  washing    (John  13:1-20;    1  Tim.  5 
10);  love  feast   (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12) 
communion    (Matt.  26:26-30);   the  Christian  salutation    (Rom.  16 
16;   Acts  20:37);   proper  appearance  in  worship    (1   Cor.  11:2-16) 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord   (James  5:13- 
18;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands   (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true   believers  and  as   such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and   aged    (Acts   6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18):  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 
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JUST  OFF  THE  PRESS 

MEET  HENRY  KURTZ 

By  H.  A.  BRANDT 

•  Ninety  years  ago  this  month,  Henry  Kurtz  revived  the  print- 
ing industry  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  publishing  the 
Gospel  Visitor,  which  paper  through  mergers  and  consolidations 
was  the  forerunner  of  The  Gospel  Messenger. 


•  THE  AUTHOR  has  been 
assistant  editor  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  for  more 
than  seventeen  years.  His 
ability  as  a  writer  has  been 
evidenced  through  his 
many  editorials.  This  book 
is  a  result  of  months  of  re- 
search for  the  meager  facts 
about  Henry  Kurtz. 


Meet 

HENRY  KURTZ 


RA.Brandt 


•  THE  BOOK  contains  136 
pages  of  readily  readable 
matter.  10  chapters  illus- 
trated with  pen  sketches 
by  the  author.  Introduction 
by  J.  E.  Miller.  Printed  on 
tinted  paper  to  reduce  eye 
strain.  Large  readable 
type.  Cloth  binding.  Strik- 
ing jacket.     Price  $1.00. 


WHY  MEET  HENRY  KURTZ? 

BECAUSE  he  was  a  man  of  conviction,  taking  his  stand  for  what  he  believed 
to  be  right  even  though  it  cost  him  dearly. 

BECAUSE  the  printing  business  which  he  began  in  a  springhouse  was  the 
start  of  our  church-owned  Brethren  Publishing  House  at  Elgin,  Illinois. 

BECAUSE  his  Monthly  Gospel  Visitor  facilitated  the  exchange  of  ideas  and 
fanned  the  enthusiasms  which  resulted  in  a  Brethren  renaissance. 

BECAUSE  he  was  a  champion  of  "gospel  principles  and  gospel  practice  in 
their  primitive  simplicity  and  purity  in  order  to  promote  Christian  union, 
brotherly  love  and  universal  charity." 

BECAUSE  Henry  Kurtz  is  one  of  the  really  significant  figures  in  Brethren 
history  about  whom  all  too  little  is  known. 

Order  today 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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When  Mary  Magdalene  Saw  Jesus 

"She  .  .  .  saw  Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was 
Jesus. 

Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Woman,  why  weepest  thou? 
Whom  seekest  thou?  She,  supposing  him  to  be  the  gar- 
dener, saith  unto  him,  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne  him  hence, 
tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will  take  him 
away. 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Mary.  She  turned  herself,  and 
saith  unto  him,  Rabboni;   which  is  to  say,  Master. 

Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Touch  me  not;  for  I  am  not  yet 
ascended  to  my  Father:  but  qo  to  my  brethren,  and  say 
unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father;  and 
to  my  God,  and  your  God. 

Mary  Magdalene  came  and  told  the  disciples  that  she 
had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things 
unto  her."  (John  20:  14-18). 
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About  THE  CHURCH 


By 
J.  B.  Wieand 


In  March  we  have  measles  and  chicken  pox  to 
hinder  church  attendance.  Whooping  cough  is 
also  said  to  be  on  the  way.  In  February  it  was 
flu.  There  was  pneumonia,  too,  as  well  as  many 
other  sicknesses.  One  Sunday  in  January  we  had 
a  severe  snow  storm.  Visiting  and  overeating 
took  a  tremendous  toll  out  of  the  services  of 
worship  at  Christmas  time.  And  the  New  Year 
casualty  list,  spiritually  speaking,  belied  the  value 
of  resolutions.  In  the  winter  it  is  hard  for  the 
children  to  get  their  mothers  up  in  time  to  get 
them  ready  for  Sunday  school.  Sunday  afternoon 
shows  are  a  hindrance  Sunday  evening,  while  the 
blame  is  put  on  Monday  morning  school.  These 
are  a  few  of  the  tales  we  hear,  or  see,  all  winter. 

Yet  the  cumulative  effort  of  the  church  shows 
good  results  when  April  comes.  Then  we  reach 
a  peak  in  attendance.  This  is  not  just  because 
the  calendar  says  it  is  Easter,  but  because  the 
church  has  had  an  Easter  attitude  all  winter. 
Through  all  the  obstacles  of  the  long  winter  the 
church  has  expected  better  things  to  come  soon, 
and  has  worked  unceasingly  to  bring  them  into 
being.  But  what  of  the  summer  when  most  of 
these  hindrances  are  removed? 

During  the  past  number  of  years  the  writer 
has    disbelieved    in    the    necessity    of    a    summer 


slump  in  the  work  of  the  church.  This  disbelief 
has  gradually  evolved  into  a  strong  conviction 
that  this  much  heralded  condition  is  purely  an 
attitude  of  mind  on  the  part  of  the  interested 
workers.  And  further,  that  this  wrong  notion  is 
most  acute  in  the  ministry. 

During  the  summer  of  1939  I  did  my  work  as 
a  minister  on  the  assumption  that  it  is  easier  to 
build  attendance  in  the  summer  than  at  any 
other  time  of  year.  Throughout  these  months  our 
attendance  at  all  services  exceeded  that  of  the 
spring  season.  In  1940  we  talked  a  little  more 
about  this  matter.  Superintendents  and  teachers 
were  urged  to  avoid  all  reference  to  vacations, 
trips  and  reunions.  For  when  these  are  men- 
tioned, the  very  mention  of  them  educates  toward 
their  use  as  excuses. 

If  the  minister  takes  his  vacation  in  the  sum- 
mer, if  the  Sunday  evening  services  are  surren- 
dered, if  there  is  a  warm  weather  complex  with 
reference  to  the  Sunday  morning  attendance,  if 
there  is  a  letdown  of  aggressive  effort  at  this 
season,  then  the  church  is  surrendering  its  great- 
est opportunity.  Then  the  church  is  relinquish- 
ing its  gains  made  during  the  year.  This  reminds 
me  of  the  story  my  father  used  to  tell  about  the 
man  who  missed  feeding  his  hogs  occasionally  to 
put  on  a  streak  of  lean.  When  the  church  must 
start  over  again,  it  must  build  again  from  the  be- 
ginning, in  order  to  try  to  retrieve  what  has  been 
deliberately  thrown  away  during  the  summer. 

How  different  the  whole  story  of  many 
churches  would  be  if  they  would  keep  building 
during  the  summer!  Then  there  is  little  weather 
hindrance.  Disease  is  at  a  minimum.  There  is 
no  school.  In  spite  of  a  few  vacations,  most  of 
the  hindrances  to  church  growth  are  removed. 
Let's  use  the  opportunity.  Let's  grow.  Summer 
is  the  best  time  to  move  forward.  And  if  we  take 
this  attitude  we  have  a  glorious  feeling  when 
September  comes. 

In  order  to  maintain  this  resurrection  attitude 
it  would  be  well  for  ministers'  vacations  to  be 
some  other  time  instead  of  summer.  Church 
workers  should  never  admit  that  summer  is  a 
time  for  slump.  Never  talk  about  vacation  time 
in  this  connection.  Put  continuous  emphasis  on 
church  attendance  twice  each  Sunday  whether 
at  home  or  away  from  home. 

Decatur,  III. 
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After  Three  Days 

When  the  men  who  hated  Jesus  so  bitterly  set 
the  mob  to  clamoring  for  his  crucifixion  and  the  re- 
lease of  Barabbas  they  thought  they  had  the  mat- 
ter settled.  So  do  they  who  today  choose  the 
Barabbas  method  of  dealing  with  injustice  and 
oppression.  The  first  group  made  a  terrible  mis- 
calculation. We  fear  the  second  is  doing  the 
same  thing. 

Comes  Easter  again  at  this  critical  juncture  in 
world  history  with  its  never  more  timely  word  of 
cheer  and  warning.  Its  word  of  cheer  is  that  truth 
crushed  to  earth  will  rise  again.  Its  word  of 
warning  is  that  there  is  no  shortcut  to  the  tri- 
umph of  righteousness.  Better  let  patience  have 
her  perfect  work. 

Can  you  wait  three  days,  especially  when  you 
do  not  know  how  long  they'll  be  nor  what  will 
happen  meanwhile?  There  has  been  a  lot  of  un- 
important argument  about  the  three  days  which 
ended  with  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord,  just  as 
there  is  now  about  the  time  required  for  the 
transformation  of  the  world  kingdom  into  his. 
The  essential  point  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  that 
whenever  wrong  has  the  day,  another  day  is 
coming.    Faith  keeps  its  eyes  on  that. 

In  his  early  discipleship  Peter  was  shortsighted 
and  impetuous.  He  wanted  to  have  it  all  over  in 
a  hurry.  Years  and  experience  brought  him 
wisdom.  Then  he  could  see  how  a  day  and  a 
thousand  years  look  alike  to  a  God  who  lives  in 
the  middle  of  two  endless  eternities. 

He  alone  knows  what  we  are  headed  for  in  the 
nearer  future.  Tyranny  of  the  most  ruthless 
Roman  Empire  kind,  quite  worthy  of  the  first 
century  or  any  of  the  barbarous  centuries  since, 
stalks  abroad  in  our  world  today.  Insurrections 
of  the  Barabbas  brand  are  straining  every  nerve 
to  overthrow  it,  with  what  success  we  cannot  now 
foresee.  We  can  foresee  that  real  and  lasting 
victory  will  come  only  when  Jesus  Christ  has  his 


way  with  both  the  tyrants  and  the  insurrectionists. 

If  Jesus  is  being  crucified  afresh,  as  indeed  he 
is,  let  all  who  love  him  be  not  too  much  dismayed. 
After  three  days  he  will  rise  again.  e.  f. 

Memories  of  My  Grandfather 

This  is  the  fourth  and  concluding  installment  from  Meet  Henry 
Kurtz,  the  story  of  the  man  who  revived  printing  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  In  this  excerpt  Sister  Eliza  A.  Good,  who  lived  for 
some  months  in  her  grandfather's  home,  tells  some  of  the  inter- 
esting things  she  remembers  of  this  experience. — Ed. 

In  the  Henry  Kurtz  home  one  granddaughter 
had  the  privilege  of  spending  some  months.  When 
well  past  eighty  years  of  age,  Eliza  A.  Good,  look- 
ing back  across  a  lifetime,  recalled  scenes  of  her 
grandfather's  last  years  for  the  improvement  of 
our  story — 

"I  remember  very  distinctly  what  he  looked  like. 
He  was  a  small  man  with  a  hump  on  his  back,  and 
he  always  used  a  cane  when  he  walked.  He  took 
short,  quick  steps.  He  had  rather  long  white  hair, 
but  the  top  of  his  head  was  bald  and  in  cold 
weather  he  always  wore  a  little  silk  cap  to  cover 
that  bald  spot.    He  had  long  white  whiskers. 

"His  home  was  in  Columbiana,  Ohio,  when  I  was 
staying  with  my  grandparents.  As  there  was  no 
Church  of  the  Brethren  near,  he  went  with  me  to 
the  Grace  church  a  time  or  two,  or  until  I  got 
acquainted.  It  was  quite  a  walk  for  him,  but  I 
was  much  pleased  to  walk  by  his  side  to  Sunday 
school. 

"Well,  we  used  to  get  books  to  read  that  were 
very  interesting.  I  remember  the  first  one  I 
brought  home.  After  I  was  through  reading  it  he 
said  he  wanted  to  read  it  too.  He  wanted  me  to 
write  what  I  had  read  about,  and  in  my  own 
words.  Well,  I  did  the  best  I  could,  for  I  loved 
him.    I  know  now  it  was  a  good  thing  for  me  to  do. 

"I  am  seven  years  older  now  than  my  grand- 
father was  when  he  died.  I  was  not  living  in  their 
home  when  he  passed  away.  But  grandmother 
found  him  asleep  in  his  chair. 
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"I  remember  very  well  how  his  room  looked. 
We  entered  from  a  hall  in  which  were  shelves  of 
books.  I  spent  many  an  hour  looking  over  his 
books.  His  room  was  about  twenty  by  twenty,  I 
think,  and  there  were  an  old-fashioned  heating 
stove  and  his  rocker  to  the  left  of  it.  At  his  left 
was  a  stand  with  a  lamp  on  it.  In  the  corner,  back 
of  him,  was  the  old  pipe  organ  which  came  from 
Germany.  Along  the  wall  was  a  long  table  which 
he  used  for  a  writing  desk,  and  his  bed  was  in  one 
corner.  There  was  a  dresser  to  the  right  of  the 
stove.  He  always  had  a  buffalo  robe  thrown  over 
his  chair. 

"Sometimes  he  played  on  the  organ  and  en- 
joyed teaching  me  some  little  songs  on  Sunday 
afternoons  after  Sunday  school.  He  gave  me 
many  good  suggestions  and  rules  to  follow,  which 
I  remember  and  some  which  I  have  followed  all 
my  life. 

"He  was  very  particular  about  himself.  He  was 
neat  and  clean  and  expected  those  in  his  home  to 
be  the  same.  He  was  a  great  man  for  order.  He 
had  a  place  for  everything,  and  if  you  did  any 
dusting  or  cleaning  you  had  to  be  pretty  careful 
to  place  everything  just  as  it  was  or  you  would 
hear  from  him — but  only  in  a  joking  way.  But  I 
always  tried  to  remember  to  place  everything  in 
its  place  as  I  found  it.  His  room  was  always  used 
for  worship.  Every  night  he  would  read  from  the 
Bible,  sometimes  in  German,  then  we  would  kneel 
in  prayer,  closing  with  the  Lord's  Prayer.  Grand- 
mother would  quite  often  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer 
in  German,  which  I  learned  by  hearing  her  repeat 
it. 

"My  grandfather  was  a  jolly  and  good  man.  I 
do  not  think  he  ever  had  any  pictures  taken — at 
least  I  never  saw  any.  I  cannot  remember  of 
hearing  him  say  why  he  came  to  America,  but  I 
think  he  wanted  more  freedom.  He  was  a  great 
reader.  When  you  went  into  his  room  he  would 
be  sitting  in  his  rocker,  reading.  .  .  .  Well,  may- 
be these  few  lines  will  land  in  the  waste  basket. 
Maybe  you  can  pick  out  a  few  things  that  will 
suit,  but  you  will  have  to  arrange  them,  as  I  can- 
not place  them  as  I  ought."  h.  a.  b. 

When  Not  to  Insist 

"Not  that  I  care  for  myself  at  all,  it's  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  thing,"  he  said,  but  more  than  one  of 
those  who  heard  him  wondered  how  well  he  knew 
his  own  mind.  To  some  it  sounded  like  personal 
pride,  if  not  plain  stubbornness. 

One  ought  to  be  very  sure  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
principle,  and  a  vital  one  at  that,  to  justify  hold- 
ing out  against  the  judgment  of  the  others  in  the 


group.  If  it  is,  let  him  stand  fast  regardless,  but 
he  should  think  it  over  again  and  ask  himself 
whether  it  might  not  be  only  the  way  of  doing  it 
that  is  at  stake. 

Suppose  it  is  a  question  of  method  only  but  you 
are  sure  that  your  way  is  better,  then  what?  Well, 
in  that  case  you  should  consider  very  carefully 
whether  the  advantage  gained  would  be  great 
enough  to  offset  the  bitter  feelings  stirred  up  by 
your  insistence.  To  yield  the  point  when  it  really 
does  not  matter  much,  to  persuade  graciously  and 
convincingly  when  it  does — this  is  the  secret  of 
getting  along  with  people  and  at  the  same  time 
making  a  little  progress.  E.  F. 

"The  Glory  of  the  House" 

"The  glory  of  the  house  is  hospitality."  This  is 
one  line  from  a  motto  that  once  graced  a  fireplace. 
If  St.  Paul  could  have  had  his  way  he  probably 
would  have  urged  the  placing  of  these  words  on 
the  walls  of  every  Christian  home.  For  it  was  he 
who  said  that  a  bishop  should  be  "given  to  hos- 
pitality" (1  Tim.  3:2).  Of  course,  some  measure 
of  what  was  good  for  a  bishop  should  be  good  for 
his  people  as  well. 

Consider  how  much  hospitality  meant  to  one 
who  traveled  widely  as  did  St.  Paul.  However, 
the  hospitable  home  was  for  Paul  much  more 
than  a  convenient  and  congenial  place  to  stop. 
It  was  in  such  homes  that  he  found  the  men  and 
women  with  open  minds,  those  ready  to  share  their 
hopes  and  insights  as  well  as  food  and  shelter. 

Recalling  the  life  of  Christ,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Jesus  visited  in  the  home  of  Peter,  dined 
with  the  inquiring  Zacchaeus,  was  at  a  wedding 
feast  at  Cana  and  at  the  farewell  feast  given  by 
Matthew,  and  accepted  invitations  to  dine  with 
the  critical  Pharisees  and  the  beloved  Lazarus  of 
Bethany.  He  gathered  his  disciples  about  him  for 
a  last  supper.  He  illustrated  the  spirit  of  his  gos- 
pel with  a  parable  about  a  good  and  hospitable 
Samaritan. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  spirit  of  hospitality  is 
exemplified  in  Christ,  was  appreciated  and 
praised  by  Paul,  and  was  an  important  factor  in 
the  development  of  the  early  church.  As  for  the 
Brethren,  we  glory  in  certain  traditions  of  hos- 
pitality, though  our  present  practice  leaves  some- 
thing to  be  desired. 

Now  if  hospitality  has  so  much  to  recommend  it, 
one  may  well  ask  a  question  regarding  its  nature. 
In  what  sense  is  it  the  glory  of  the  home?  We 
venture  this:  Hospitality  is  the  fine  art  of  sharing, 
whether  with  stranger  or  friend,  the  things  which 
constitute  the  real  values  in  life.  H.  A.  B. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


(in  Gastel  nleditatien 


BY  MRS.  S.  PAUL  DAUGHERTY 


Easter  gains  an  added  joy  because  it  rises  out 
of  the  sadness  of  the  Lenten  season  like  a  star  out 
of  dark  clouds.  The  fresh  beauty  of  spring  brings 
with  it  a  sense  of  freedom,  a  thrill  of  exhilaration 
in  the  rising  of  life  overflowing  the  desert  places, 
making  them  sweet  with  the  promises  of  flowers. 
This  fitly  symbolizes  the  brightness  of  the  hope 
which  issues  out  of  the  long  fasting  and  tempta- 
tion when  the  desert  fades  out  of  sight  and  the 
angels  of  the  resurrection  stand  beside  the  empty 
tomb.  Against  the  most  terrible  mysteries  of 
life,  the  mystery  of  sin,  and  the  most  pathetic  of 
all  the  events  in  life — death — comes  the  glory  of 
the  risen  Christ.  This  victory  of  the  spirit  over 
the  weakness  of  the  body,  this  disclosure  of  im- 
mortality not  as  a  vision,  is  a  fact  among  the  un- 
certainties and  decays  and  vanishings  of  immor- 
tality. 

Therefore,  at  the  darkest  hour  the  day  breaks 
on  the  blackest  mystery;  the  light  falls,  through 
the  tragedy  of  the  body;  but  the  soul  escapes  into 
the  fullness,  the  freedom  of  bliss  of  the  perfect 
mind. 

As  the  Christ  was  born  in  the  lowliest  station,  so 
that  no  place  or  condition  has  the  sanctity  of  the 
divine,  so  out  of  sin  and  death — the  most  appalling 


facts  in  human  history — the  immortality  of  the 
soul  emerges  serene  and  victorious.  A  thoughtful 
teacher  of  ethics  has  said  that  no  philosophy  will 
ever  satisfy  men  which  cannot  throw  a  plank 
across  a  grave.  To  bridge  that  chasm  is  the  great 
necessity  of  the  soul  of  the  race.  Hosts  of  men  and 
women  would  live  their  lives  in  all  purity  and 
honor  if  they  knew  that  there  was  a  fair  country 
beyond  the  gates  of  death.  Meanwhile  many  are 
living  without  hope,  putting  courage  in  the  place 
of  faith  and  bearing  the  wounds  of  heart  in  stoical 
silence.  But  if  that  hope  were  to  die  out  of  society, 
the  light  would  go  out  of  the  world,  the  joy  out  of 
art,  the  highest  thought  out  of  philosophy,  the 
deepest  inspiration  to  right  living  out  of  conduct, 
and  the  mystery  of  life  would  degenerate  into  a 
meaningless  tragedy. 

The  bursting  of  the  bonds  of  death,  the  rising  of 
one  man  out  of  the  grave,  the  triumph  of  that  one 
Man  over  death  has  changed  all  life  and  made 
the  world  a  home  instead  of  a  sepulcher.  The  place 
of  burial  has  become  God's  acre,  where  the  body  is 
sown  in  corruption  and  reaped  in  incorruption. 
This  crown  of  immortality  is  no  reward  to  be 
seized  by  an  idle  hand;  it  must  be  won  as  all  hap- 
piness must  be  won,  by  sacrifice  and  self-surren- 


Resurrection 

BY    EDWARD    K.     ZIEGLER 

If  the  silver  and  rosy  flush  of  a  willow  bud 

Can  burst  its  sheath  and  pour  its  radiant  beauty 

Into  the  winy  air  of  sunny  March  afternoons   .   .  . 

If  the  patient  tender  blades  of  common  grass 

Gently  mocking  the  frosty  iron  of  the  winter's  sod 

Can  spread  an  emerald  glow  on  meadow,  field  and  hill  .  .  . 

If  a  lifeless,  crusty  crocus  bulb  can  stir 

And  push   its  hopeful,   glowing   shoot   and  lift 

A  shining  crown  of  golden  petals  to  the  pregnant  breeze  .  .  . 

If  strange  tides  of  irresistible  longing  have  power  to  lift 

Wild  ducks  from  southern  marsh  and  stream 

To  wing  their  way  unerring  to  their  northern  home  .  .  . 

Then,  dost  thou  think  it  strange,  O  soul  of  mine, 
That  Christ  the  Lord  of  Life  hath  risen  from  the  grave 
To  bid  thee  rise  and  live,  and  love,  and  grow? 

Let  winter  come!   What  matter  storm  and  cold? 

For  sure  as  April  brings  the  swelling  willow  bud, 

And  wakens  all  the   migrant  birds,  who,  stirred  with  new  desire 

Wing  straight  and  true  with  joy  and  song  due  north  to  home, 
So  shall  my  soul,  new-wakened,  growing,  immortal,  free — 
Through  him  who  in  another  April  dawn 
Came  forth  from  Joseph's  rock-hewn  garden   tomb — 
Rise  up  and  walk  in  splendor,  through  spring  to  immortality. 
York,  Pa. 
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der  in  service.  They  who  are  worthy  shall  wear 
it.    It  is  an  achievement  as  well  as  a  gift  from  God. 

Life  is  not  mere  continuing  of  existence;  it  is 
thought,  emotion  and  action.  Immortal  life  is  not 
an  automatic  projection  of  individual  conscious- 
ness out  of  what  we  call  time  into  what  we  call 
eternity;  it  is  fullness,  completeness  of  living  in 
thought,  emotion  and  action.  In  the  joy  of  the 
great  festival  of  life,  therefore,  there  come  not 
only  consolation,  hope  and  deep-seated  peace; 
there  comes  also  a  solemn  note  of  warning.  Easter 
follows  Lent  and  marks  the  issue  of  the  conflict  in 
the  desert;  it  is  the  sign  and  symbol  of  temptation 
resisted  and  evil  vanquished;  it  is  the  victory  not 
of  innocence,  but  of  righteousness;  it  is  supreme 
evidence  that  the  pure  thought  and  the  divine  af- 
fection have  passed  on  through  into  character. 
For  the  Christ,  there  could  have  been  no  other 
crown  than  that  which  flashed  on  a  sorrowful 
world  on  that  first  Easter  morning.  But  who  can 
predict  the  quality  of  the  life  that  is  coming  to  us 
in  the  great  hereafter?  Does  it  not  depend  on  the 
quality  of  this  present  life?  Are  we  not  today 
determining,  not  so  much  how  we  shall  live  for- 
ever, as  whether  we  shall  live  forever  with  Him? 
Are  we  not  now  making  for  ourselves  the  heavens 
to  which  our  hopes  climb  with  timid  feet  in  the 
uncertainties  of  our  journey?  There  stands  the 
open  door,  and  One  stands  beside  it  whose  hands 
were  pierced;  but  when  we  have  entered,  how  far 
shall  we  go  and  what  shall  our  possessions  be? 

Live  Oak,  Calif. 


Divine  Forgiveness 

BY  I.  S.   LONG 


"Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do." 

The  cross  represents  the  worst  moment  in  man's 
history.  It  was  a  crisis — and  a  crisis  reveals.  If 
one  be  a  coward  or  selfish,  the  unexpected  mo- 
ment flings  aside  the  curtain  and  one  is  seen  as  he 
is.  Crises  do  not  make  great  souls:  they  merely 
reveal.  Our  Lord  habitually  went  about  doing 
good.  The  above  prayer  therefore  should  not  have 
surprised  the  world.  A  new  spirit,  forgiveness, 
never  dying  love,  were  born  with  him. 

In  that  awful  hour  he  called  God  "Father."  God 
is  Father  in  spite  of  his  anguish.  He  is  love;  is 
Father  even  though  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise 
him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief. 

Egerton  Young  carried  the  gospel  to  the  Sas- 
katchewan Indians.  Once  an  old  gray  warrior 
asked,  "Did  you  say  the  Great  Spirit  is  our  Fa- 
ther?" Mr.  Young  replied,  "Yes,  he  is  our  Fa- 
ther who  is  in  heaven." 


"That  is  new  and  sweet,"  said  the  chief.  "We've 
heard  him  in  the  thunder  and  lightning  and  tem- 
pest and  blizzard  and  are  afraid.  But  you  say  the 
Great  Spirit  is  Father.  That  is  very  beautiful 
indeed."    It  is  beautiful. 

We  falter  in  dark  hours.  A  so-called  moral  man 
looked  up  into  the  sky  and  cursed  God  Almighty 
for  taking  away  his  fine  boy  in  death.  Our  Mas- 
ter won.  Note  his  appeal,  "Father,  forgive  them." 
Their  treatment  of  him  was  wholly  unjust,  in- 
human, yet  he  forgave  them.  Many  before  this 
had  been  crucified,  but  theirs  were  pleadings  for 
release  or  else  curses  upon  their  enemies.  Our 
Lord  had  taught  forgiveness.  This  he  practiced 
on  the  crucifixion  day. 

Those  were  times  when  revenge  was  considered 
sweet  satisfaction.  One  considered  great  used  to 
say,  "No  man  ever  did  more  good  to  friends,  or 
more  mischief  to  enemies  than  I."  Another  said, 
"There  are  some  wrongs  one  ought  never  to  for- 
give, and  I'll  be  a  villain  the  day  I  shake  hands 
with  that  man."  General  Oglethorpe  said  to  Wes- 
ley, in  South  Carolina,  when  a  subordinate  dis- 
obeyed, "I  never  forgive,  sir."  Wesley  answered, 
"Then  I  hope  you  never  sin."  Emerson  said  of 
Lincoln,  "His  heart  was  as  great  as  the  world,  but 
there  was  no  memory  in  it  for  a  wrong."  Peter 
suggested  that  if  one  forgives  seven  times,  he  is 
doing  grandly.  Our  Master  suggested  that  one 
who  does  not  forgive  is  in  no  position  to  receive 
any  good  thing  from  the  Father  (Matt.  6:  14). 

In  forgiving  as  he  hung  upon  the  cross,  our  Lord 
expressed  perfect  union  with  the  Father.  He 
asked  that  the  relationship  between  himself  and 
his  murderers  be  as  if  the  deed  had  not  been  done. 
He  wanted  the  true  relationship  to  be  restored, 
wanted  at-one-ment.  If  one  sees  Christ's  death 
meant  that  for  him,  he  should  be  ready  to  abhor 
the  sin  which  drove  the  nails  through  his  holy 
hands.  He  died  for  the  sinner's  iniquities  and  for- 
gave the  sinner.    Marvelous  grace! 

The  forgiving  spirit  is  the  Christian  spirit.  If 
one  talks  lightly  of  forgiveness  it  is  not  real,  I 
fear. 

Good  men  have  succeeded  in  forgiving.  Steph- 
en did.  "Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge" 
(Acts  7:  60). 

When  Gladstone  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer he  bungled  figures  in  a  speech  and 
papers  poked  fun  at  him.  Gladstone  called  the 
clerk,  who  on  coming  in  made  profuse  requests 
for  forgiveness.  Mr.  Gladstone  replied,  "I  can  im- 
agine the  torture  of  your  feelings.  Because  of 
your  splendid  record  I  did  not  verify  your  figures 
before  giving  them  out.  I  compliment  you  on  such 
a  fine  record  and  set  you  at  ease." 
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The  Unsealed  Tomb 

BY  MARY  STONER  WINE 

The  Lord  of  life  and  love  lay  dead 
Within  a  new  made  grave  of  stone. 
His  foes  remembered  he  had  said 
That  he  would  suffer  all  alone, 
And  rise  again,  and  so  they  made 
His  sepulchre  secure.     They  sealed 
The  stone,  they  set  a  watch,  afraid 
That  life  from  death  would  be  revealed. 

But  why  should  death  be  made  secure, 
The  tomb  be  sealed,  a  watch  be  made? 
Can  there  be  any  foe  more  sure 
Than  death?     Or  any  grave  be  laid 
Whose  precious  dead  come  back  again, 
Or  any  watch  that  men  may  keep, 
Except  to  soothe  their  love  and  pain, 
To  comfort  longing  hearts  who  weep? 

But  all  the  guards  and  seals  of  Rome 

Were  futile  on  that  Easter  day, 

For  life  eternal  sought  its  home 

Although  within  a  grave  it  lay. 

Celestial  glory  filled  that  tomb 

And  won  the  victory  over  strife. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  death's  power  and  gloom 

Are  but  the  door  to  endless  life. 

Greenville,  Ohio. 


What  a  fine  thing  it  is  to  forgive  others  who 
have  done  you  a  wrong!  What  a  difference  this 
example  of  our  Lord  has  made  in  the  minds  of  a 
sinning  world!  Ishii,  a  Japanese  prisoner,  reading 
this  prayer  for  the  first  time,  says,  "I  was  stabbed 
to  the  heart,  as  if  pierced  by  a  five-inch-long  nail, 
and  I  believed  on  him.  Through  that  sentence  I 
was  led  to  Christ."    His  last  words  were: 

My  name  is  defiled, 

My  body  dies  in  prison, 

But  my  soul,  purified, 

Today  returns  to  the  city  of  God. 

Finally,  his  apologetic  is  heard,  "For  they  know 
not  what  they  do."  The  appalling  thing  was  not 
the  crime,  but  that  they  did  not  know  what  they 
did  and  to  whom  they  were  doing  it.  Peter  says, 
"I  wot  that  through  ignorance  ye  did  it,  as  did 
also  your  rulers"  (Acts  3:  17) .  Paul  says,  "For  had 
they  known  it,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory"  (1  Cor.  2:  8).  They  thought  they 
were  being  rid  of  a  nuisance,  merely.  Paul  also 
was  a  blasphemer  and  a  persecutor  and  injurious; 
"But  I  obtained  mercy,  because  I  did  it  ignorant- 
ly  in  unbelief."  Certainly,  a  penitent  will  find 
mercy.  Our  God,  knowing  our  blindness  and  ig- 
norance, is  ready  ever  to  forgive.    What  a  Savior! 

A  Canadian  was  in  China  and  it  so  happened 
that   while   dining   with   the   Generalissimo   and 


Madame  Chiang  there  was  an  air  raid  by  the 
Japanese.  Before  leaving  he  was  invited  to  join 
them  in  the  evening  devotions.  The  general  read 
the  Bible  and  called  to  prayer,  in  which  all  three 
joined.  He  was  amazed  to  hear  the  general,  among 
other  things,  pray  God  to  help  him  and  his  people 
not  to  hate  the  Japanese  people.  He  prayed  also 
for  Japanese  Christians  and  all  the  suffering  mul- 
titudes of  Japan  whose  impoverishment  was  mak- 
ing the  war  possible  in  China.  He  prayed  for  the 
people  who  were  bombed,  and  for  forgiveness  for 
those  doing  the  bombing. 

En  route  to  his  hotel,  the  Canadian  found  him- 
self saying,  "At  last  I  have  found  two  Christians." 

Baltimore,  Md. 


The  Challenge  of  the  Gospel 

BY  JOHN  M.  STOVER 

"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ: 
for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every 
one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the 
Greek"   (Rom.  1:  16). 

This  was  Paul's  famous  apologia  to  the  church 
at  Rome.  All  religious  cults  and  philosophies  of 
his  day  centered  there.  Paul  knew  them  all  for 
he  was  a  cosmopolitan. 

What  makes  his  words  so  effective  is  the  fact 
that  he  had  tested  the  "power  of  the  gospel"  in  his 
own  experience  and  knew  whereof  he  spoke.  He 
had  seen  it  take  hold  of  sinners  and  idolaters  and 
turn  them  to  salvation  in  Christ.  He  knew  that 
it  could  and  would  triumph  where  philosophies 
failed  and  other  religions  fell  down.  This  message 
of  the  apostle  should  be  unceasingly  preached  in 
this  rationalistic  and  materialistic  age  in  which 
we  live.  The  names  of  the  substitutes  for  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ  are  legion.  Our  papers  are  full  of 
them.  Some  tell  us  to  cleanse  the  race  by  getting 
rid  of  the  slums  with  their  degrading  influence 
and  filthiness.  We  are  told  that  cleanliness  is  next 
to  godliness,  and  so  it  is.  Cleanliness  is  a  very 
striking  virtue  as  health  is  dependent  upon  it,  but 
sanitation  is  not  salvation.  Cleanliness  may  be 
next  to  godliness,  but  it  is  not  godliness;  the 
church  is  not  a  laundry  or  a  dry-cleaning  estab- 
lishment. 

Environment  has  much  to  do  with  this  question, 
but  not  all.  It  is  a  splendid  thing  to  work  toward 
the  improvement  of  material  conditions,  for  there 
is  almost  endless  room  for  such  activities;  but 
character  is  not  dependent  on  environment.  Many 
men  and  women  have  forged  ahead  and  out  of 
their  environment  and  sought  a  better  one  in 
which  to  live. 

The  first  parable  in  the  Bible  is  about  a  man  and 
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woman  who  lived  in  a  perfect  environment:  a 
perfect  earthly  home,  perfect  food  and  blessed 
conditions  even  to  companionship  with  their  Mak- 
er. And  lo,  they  stooped  below  themselves!  What 
a  lesson  that  parable  is — if  we  would  but  heed  its 
teaching. 

Once  I  saw  an  educated  pig  and  it  was  wonder- 
ful what  that  pig  could  do;  but  it  was  a  pig  in  spite 
of  its  education.  So  you  see,  you  may  put  a  pig  in 
a  palace  but,  unless  you  change  the  nature  of  the 
pig,  the  only  thing  that  will  be  changed  will  be 
the  palace  and  that  not  for  the  better. 

Again,  there  are  those  who  tell  us  that  igno- 
rance is  the  root  of  all  evil;  they  are  profound  be- 
lievers in  the  gospel  of  education.  They  say  that 
people  act  the  way  they  do  because  they  know  no 
better,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  truth  in  that  state- 
ment. Think  of  the  untold  physical  suffering  in 
the  world  because  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  hygiene.  However,  culture,  education 
and  refinement  will  not  change  to  gold  the  lead 
that  is  within  us. 

As  a  nation  we  have  wonderful  advantages  in 
education.  We  have  more  college  graduates  in 
proportion  to  our  population  than  any  other  na- 
tion on  the  globe;  and  yet  we  swim  in  graft  and 
political  corruption. 

We  turn  with  loathing  from  Germany's  boasted 
culture  and  science  because  Germany  turned 
them  loose  to  perfect  horrors  and  brutish  cruelty. 
Culture!  To  us  the  word  is  almost  horrible. 
Where  do  we  go  to  find  moral  horror?  To  the  cen- 
ters of  culture  in  all  ages — Athens,  Rome,  Paris, 
London,  New  York,  and  not  to  the  islands  of  the 
sea  with  their  savages  and  cannibals. 

Culture  without  religion  is  nothing  but  ve- 
neered animality.  We  do  not  need  more  culture, 
God  help  us,  but  wisdom  to  see  that  culture  will 
not  save  us  from  horror  and  sensuality! 

There  is  a  power  that  will  transmute  the  lead 
within  us  to  gold,  and  check  the  animal  propensi- 
ties inherent  in  all  of  us  and  bring  the  best  upper- 
most.   "It  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation." 

Jesus  spoke  a  word  to  a  man  who  was  down  to 
the  utmost  depths  of  degradation  and  vile  envir- 
onment, that  of  evil  spirits,  and  afterwards  his 
friends  found  him  clothed  and  in  his  right  mind. 

Down  deep  in  your  heart  and  mine  are  depths 
of  sin  to  make  us  shudder;  for,  "the  heart  is  de- 
ceitful above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked: 
who  can  know  it?"  Education  will  not  help.  Cul- 
ture can  do  no  good,  but  the  gospel  of  Christ  will. 

Then  there  are  the  folks  who  tell  us  that  the 
thing  we  need  is  will  power.  If  we  will  to  do  right, 
right  action  will  follow.  This  might  be  good  coun- 


sel, but  it  is  not  gospel.  Will  power  is  a  splendid 
asset  in  the  affairs  of  life.  What  a  man  sets  his 
head  to  do,  he  generally  does. 

If  you  think  you  are  beaten,  you  are: 

If  you  think  you  dare  not,  you  don't. 

If  you  would  like  to  win,  but  think  you  can't, 

It's  almost  certain  you  won't. 

If  you  think  you  will  lose,  you've  lost; 

For,  out  of  the  world  we  find, 

Success  begins  with  a  fellow's  will. 

It's  all  in  the  state  of  his  mind. 

Yes,  we  live  in  dire  need  of  this  splendid  phi- 
losophy that  laughs  at  impossibilities  and  says, 
"It  can  be  done." 

Somebody  scoffed,  "Oh,  you'll  never  do  that; 

At  least  no  one  ever  has  done  it." 

But  he  pulled  off  his  hat,  and  he  took  off  his  coat, 

And  the  first  thing  we  knew,  he'd  begun  it, 

With  a  lift  of  his  chin  and  a  bit  of  a  grin, 

Without  any  doubting  or  quit  it, 

He  started  to  sing  as  he  tackled  the  thing 

That  couldn't  be  done,  and  he  did  it. 

"I  delight  in  the  law  after  the  inward  man:  but 
I  see  another  law  in  my  members  warring  against 
the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivi- 
ty to  the  law  of  sin  which  is  in  my  members.  O 
wretched  man  that  I  am!  Who  shall  deliver  me 
from  the  body  of  this  death?" 

But  Paul  did  not  stop  there,  thank  God,  but  told 
of  his  glorious  deliverance:  "For  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath  made  me  free 
from  the  law  of  sin  and  death."  So,  when  it  comes 
to  giving  will  and  strength,  the  gospel  is  the 
power  of  God  fitting  us  "both  to  will  and  to  do 
of  his  good  pleasure." 

Last  we  have  the  material  evolutionist  who  fails 
to  recognize  that  evolution  is  the  law  of  the  uni- 
verse and,  therefore,  of  its  August  Maker,  who 
tells  us  that  "sometime  in  the  age-long  process 
there  will  be  a  people  evolved  who  will  rise  to  the 
highest  and  best."  This  is  a  splendid  theory  but 
it  fails  to  meet  the  test.  Evolution  does  not  neces- 
sarily mean  progress  in  an  upward  direction.  It 
means  a  succession  of  events  governed  by  natural 
laws.  This  theory  fails  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
in  evolution  there  are  revolutions  and  that  being 
a  succession  of  natural  events  is  entirely  outside 
the  realm  of  the  spiritual. 

What  would  be  the  use  to  tell  me  that  sometime 
in  the  ages  to  come  there  would  arise  a  people 
who  would  be  blessed  and  entitled  to  the  higher 
life  that  is  to  come?  I  want  something  that  will 
reach  my  case;  something  that  will  set  my  feet  in 
the  highway  that  leads  to  a  better  life. 

In  all  the  universe  there  is  none  other  than 
Paul's  words:     "It  is  the  power  of  God  unto  sal- 
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vation  to  every  one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first 
and  also  to  the  Greek."  That  means  you,  brother, 
all  of  us.  Power!  Power  to  take  away  our  sins, 
to  wean  the  drunkard  from  his  cup;  to  cleanse  the 
vilest  and  make  them  fit  to  enter  the  court  of 
heaven. 

Bradford,  Ohio. 


Let's  Send  Delegates 

BY   RAYMOND    R.    PETERS 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  committed  to  a 
representative  body  as  a  method  of  transacting 
official  business.  Local  churches  elect  delegates  to 
district  meetings  and  Annual  Conference.  The 
district  meeting  also  sends  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference.  Delegates  are  chosen  by  the  people. 
This  represents  a  vote  of  confidence  and  the  dele- 
gates become  the  duly  authorized  representatives 
of  the  church.  This  has  been  a  workable  plan 
throughout  the  history  of  our  church. 

Delegates  are  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  church.  This  being  true,  every  eligible 
group  should  take  the  responsibility  seriously. 
When  a  group  gathers  to  elect  delegates  they 
should  consider  the  ability  of  the  person  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Conference  and  his  capacity  for 
growth  as  a  result  of  such  an  experience.  The 
person  chosen  will  be  expected  to  understand  the 
program  of  the  church  sufficiently  to  speak  on  the 
matters  brought  before  the  delegate  body  and  to 
vote  intelligently.  Therefore  it  would  seem  wise 
to  elect  persons  whose  spirit  and  knowledge  is  in 
keeping  with  the  best  interests  of  the  church.  A 
delegate  to  a  district  meeting  or  Annual  Confer- 
ence has  a  significant  opportunity  to  get  a  better 
understanding  of  the  church.  It  is  a  growth  pro- 
cess. If  more  than  one  delegate  is  sent  one  should 
have  had  a  previous  experience  and  be  able  to 
make  a  definite  contribution  to  the  Conference. 
The  other  might  have  less  experience  and  go  as  an 
apprentice. 

The  local  church  or  district  that  has  a  represent- 
ative will  always  benefit  by  the  larger  experience 
which  comes  to  the  delegate.  There  are  usually 
opportunity  for  delegates  to  report  when  they  re- 
turn home,  but  more  important  is  the  new  point  of 
view  which  the  delegate  can  express  when  policies 
of  the  church  are  discussed. 

Should  the  group  electing  the  delegate  pay  the 
expenses  entailed?  Many  local  churches  have  lost 
a  great  deal  by  not  paying  at  least  part  of  the 
delegate's  expense  to  Annual  Conference.  The 
church  that  is  frequently  represented  and  by  dif- 
ferent people  at  Conference  each  year,  is  usually 
more  aggressive  and  has  a  broader  conception  of 


the  Christian  message.  Spending  money  for  dele- 
gates' expenses  is  one  of  the  most  productive  lead- 
ership education  procedures.  The  church  will  take 
on  new  meaning  in  the  eyes  of  the  members  when 
delegates  are  chosen  by  popular  vote  and  backed 
up  financially.  This  gives  to  the  persons  elected 
a  sense  of  importance  and  often  encourages  one  to 
assume  added  responsibility.  It  is  unfortunate 
when  a  church  decides  to  ask  that  whoever  goes 
from  the  church  shall  serve  in  the  capacity  of 
delegate.  This  has  happened  for  many  years  in 
local  churches  and  recently  in  a  district  meeting 
a  motion  was  passed  not  to  send  a  member  to  the 
Standing  Committee  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  but 
should  any  elder  be  going,  the  district  would  be 
most  happy  to  have  him  serve  them  at  his  own 
expense.  This  represents  on  the  part  of  church 
and  district  a  rather  limited  vision  of  the  place 
and  significance  of  delegates. 

Every  church  and  district  should  assume  the 
responsibility,  and  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity to  send  duly  elected  delegates  to  our  of- 
ficial conferences.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  back 
of  our  total  church  program. 

Elgin,  III. 

■  »  ■ 

The  Cross  Is  God's  Plus  Sign 

BY  CECIL  C   IKENBERRY 

Two  parallel  lines  can  never  cross,  no  matter 
how  far  they  may  be  extended.  If  the  will  of  man 
had  remained  parallel  to  the  will  of  God,  there 
could  never  have  been  a  cross.  But  when  men  de- 
liberately opposed  the  will  of  God,  there  immedi- 
ately came  about  the  need  for  the  cross.  The  cross 
thus  indicates  there  is  an  alienation  of  man  from 
God,  and  the  willingness  on  the  part  of  God  to 
bring  man  back  into  full  harmony  with  his  right- 
eousness. It  has  become  the  sacred  symbol  of  all 
Christendom,  signifying  a  vicarious  spirit  of  serv- 
ice and  suffering.  It  is  the  only  way  of  redemption 
from  sin.  It  takes  man  in  the  negative  areas  of 
life  and  lifts  him  into  a  realm  of  positive  and  con- 
structive ways  of  living.  Thus  the  cross  is  God's 
plus  sign.  Whenever  it  is  added  to  a  minus  quan- 
tity, however  great,  the  result  is  always  infinitely 
positive.  Jesus  said,  "I  came  that  you  might  have 
life,  and  have  it  abundantly."  Why,  then,  should 
we  be  satisfied  to  live  such  cheap  negative  lives,  or 
even  marginal  lives,  when  the  gift  of  the  abundant 
life  is  offered  to  us  so  freely?  May  we  each  one 
strive  to  enrich  our  spiritual  lives  during  this 
Easter  season  by  the  acceptance  of  God's  infinite 
love  as  revealed  through  Jesus  Christ  on  the  cross, 
and  resolve  to  maintain  this  positive  relationship 
throughout  life. 

Johnson  City,  Tenn. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Why  Q  Clm  a  Ttlembei 

ok  the  CMu'tch  ok  the  oietmen 


BY  G.  BJERKANDER 
Translated  From  the  Swedish  by  Bro.  Glen  E.  Norris,  Former   Missionary    in    Sweden. — Ed. 


Many  times  during  conversations  with  friends  and 
acquaintances  there  has  arisen  the  question,  "Why  are 
you  today  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren?"  I  have  on 
such  occasions  briefly  given  my  answer.  I  shall  now 
in  our  paper  (Evangelii  Budbarare)  again  clarify  for 
all  its  readers  the  reason  for  my  entrance  into  the 
above-named  church. 

As  many  likely  know,  I  have  not  always  been  free- 
church  minded.  The  writer's  intention  from  the  be- 
ginning was  to  become  a  priest  within  the  Swedish 
State  Church.  For  several  reasons  this  intention  was 
never  realized.  I  completed  my  studies  in  Upsala,  and 
for  some  years  held  a  position  as  assistant  and  chief 
caretaker  at  a  home  for  neurotic  men. 

I  can,  however,  safely  say  that  the  Lord,  after  he  in 
a  powerful  manner  met  me,  showed  me  another  way.  I 
could  not,  or  dared  not  resist  the  call  to  go  out  as  a 
witness  of  the  Lord.  Strait  and  narrow  seemed  the 
way,  but  the  Lord  had  called  me,  and  I  had  to  obey. 
Accordingly  I  sought  entrance  into  the  Bible  school  at 
Kortebo,  where  I  came  into  contact  with  good,  conse- 
crated teachers  and  associates.  For  a  short  time  I  was 
also  out  witnessing  for  the  Lord  on  their  field  of  work. 
So  I  came  to  Malmo,  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in 
order  to  fill  the  pastor's  place  during  the  Graybill 
family's  visit  to  America.  It  was  during  this  time  that 
I  sought  more  fully  to  familiarize  myself  with  the 
Brethren  doctrine  and  principles.  I  found  then  that 
this  church,  which  came  into  existence  in  Germany 
within  the  first  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in  spite 
of  sufferings  and  severe  persecution  in  that  they  were 
driven  from  place  to  place,  nevertheless  strove  pur- 
posefully and  fearlessly  for  what  they  considered  to 
be  right  according  to  the  Bible.  As  I  read  about  these 
persecutions  and  saw  the  unprecedented  opposition 
which  they  encountered,  I  asked  myself  more  than 
once  how  they  could  hold  out.  I  found  the  answer  in 
this — they  could,  because  they  desired  in  every  par- 
ticular to  be  guided  by  the  Word  of  God  and  go  the 
way  of  which  the  Bible  tells,  in  that  they  accepted  the 
New  Testament  as  their  creed  and  declared  themselves 
willing  to  follow  literally  all  the  commands  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

There  would  be  much  more  to  write  about  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  but  we  leave  that 
for  this  time.  I  will  merely,  in  brief,  mention  some- 
thing else.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  which  looks 
upon  the  baptism  of  adults  as  the  only  Biblical  bap- 
tism, baptizes  with  a  threefold  immersion  while  the 
candidate  kneels  in  the  water  with  head  bowed  for- 
ward— a  picture  of  Jesus'  baptism  of  suffering  as  well 
as  of  the  death  of  Christ  on  the  cross  (Matt.  28: 19;  Luke 
22:41,  42;  Acts  2:38;  22:16;  Rom.  6:3;  John  19:30). 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren  considers  baptism  to  be 
unto  the  forgiveness  of  sins  and  a  condition  of  receiv- 
ing the  Holy  Spirit    (Acts  2:38;  Matt.  3:11).     When  I 


faced  this  matter  of  baptism — though  I  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  Biblical  teaching  was,  first,  faith,  then 
baptism,  it  was  still  a  hard  step  for  me  to  take.  I 
tried  time  after  time  to  convince  myself  that  this  ques- 
tion of  baptism  was  a  side  issue.  But  it  was  not  and 
is  not.  Through  my  studies  in  the  New  Testament  it 
became  clearer  and  clearer  to  me  that  I  must,  in  order 
to  be  an  obedient  child  of  the  Lord,  go  the  whole  way 
in  obedience.  I  neither  will  nor  have  the  right  to  cen- 
sure those  whose  eyes  have  not  been  opened  to  this 
act  of  obedience,  but  for  me — so  I  must  say — it  would 
have  been  a  sin  not  to  go  the  way  the  Lord  has  so 
clearly  shown  in  his  Word. 

While  I  held  the  pastoral  position  there  in  Malmo, 
there  soon  came  another  troublesome  question.  The 
Brethren  practice  both  literally  and  spiritually  Jesus' 
teaching  on  humility  in  being  one  another's  servant, 
and  consider  that  the  least  they  can  do  is  to  follow  his 
example  as  given  in  John  13:4-15.  Brethren  look  upon 
it  as  disobedience  to  his  command  not  to  do  as  he  has 
shown  and  said  that  we  shall  do  (John  13:8).  I 
shook  off  this  question  and  held  the  opinion,  as  many 
others  do,  that  it  was  just  a  picture  which  was  to 
teach  us  humility.  I  tried  even  to  convince  myself, 
that  this — feetwashing — was  merely  a  custom  which 
was  common  in  the  Orient.  But  the  question  had  been 
raised,  and  it  disturbed  me.  If  this  which  is  described 
in  John  13  be  an  Oriental  custom,  it  should  be  per- 
formed by  a  slave,  since  that  was  a  slave's  duty.  But 
if  we  read  carefully,  we  find  it  stated:  "He  riseth  from 
supper,  and  laid  aside  his  garments;  and  took  a  towel, 
and  girded  himself."  So  then  they  had  probably  al- 
ready eaten  the  meal  before  Jesus  washed  his  dis- 
ciples' feet — here  therefore  it  was  not  a  question  of  a 
slave's  duty,  which  was  performed  on  coming  into  the 
home.  Indeed,  one  day  the  Scripture  spoke  in  serious 
warning  to  me,  that  one  must  obey  also  in  this;  another 
day  I  tried  by  manifold  pretexts  to  "interpret"  the  Bible 
statement  and  take  it  figuratively.  But  the  Bible  word 
still  stood,  disturbing  and  warning.  The  particular 
statement  which  I  could  not  get  by  was  that  in  John 
13:14,  15:  "If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have 
washed  your  feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's 
feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an  example,  that  ye  should 
do  as  I  have  done  to  you."  And  verse  17  says  further: 
"If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them." 
However,  as  I  wrestled  and  strove,  I  could  not  get 
away  from  the  gravity  of  this  command.  For  my  part, 
I  had  to  yield  before  the  demand  and  the  truth  of  the 
Scripture,  to  participate  in  its  full  blessing.  He  who 
has  received  light  in  this  matter  is  in  my  opinion  ob- 
ligated to  act  upon  it,  according  to  the  Savior's  own 
words.  Not  a  disparaging  word  will  I  say  about  those 
who  do  not  do  according  to  this  scripture,  if  they  have 
not  been  enlightened  in  this  matter.  They,  however, 
who  have  received  light  and  yet  neglect  to  do  accord- 
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ing  to  it,  commit — so  I  believe — a  sin  (James  4:17; 
Luke  12:47). 

I  know  that  this  way  is  in  a  special  degree  the  way 
of  humility.  But  it  is  precisely  in  that  way  that  we 
shall,  follow  the  Master.  Even  so  the  Brethren,  each 
time  they  celebrate  the  communion,  do  it  in  connection 
with  the  love  feast  and  feetwashing. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  accordance  with  the 
words  of  the  Bible  (James  5:14-16),  also  treats  the  sick 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  when  they  so  request;  and  I 
have,  since  coming  into  the  church,  even  in  this  come 
to  see  how  wonderfully  the  Lord  helps. 

Much  more  could  be  said  about  Brethren  doctrine 
and  principles,  but  I  stop  here.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
exalt  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  over  other  churches, 
but  I  have  found  that  with  the  support  of  the  Bible 
this  church  desires  in  all  things  to  follow  her  Lord  and 
Master.  Much  weakness  clings  to  us;  we  are  but  chil- 
dren. But  the  Lord,  who  sees  his  own,  will  be  with 
us  to  help.  The  churches  [of  the  Brethren]  here  in 
Sweden  are  not  so  many  and  large,  but  we  pray  and 
hope  for  progress.  We  are  assured  that  the  work  is 
his,  and  in  this  firm  conviction  we  desire  to  labor.  As 
the  leader  and  presiding  officer  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Sweden  and  Denmark  we  have  Pastor  J. 
F.  Graybill.  The  work  is  carried  on  also  in  the  Amer- 
ican States,  where  large  congregations  are  found;  also 
in  India,  China  and  Africa. 

So  then  I  will,  since  the  Lord  in  his  goodness  has 
shown  me  this  way,  faithfully  and  quietly  work  as 
long  as  the  Lord  gives  the  grace.  My  prayer  is  that 
the  Lord  may  give  me  strength  to  accomplish  the 
work  that  he  wants  to  have  accomplished  through  me, 
and  that  I  shall  not  fear  or  be  ashamed  to  bear  witness 
to  the  narrow  but  glorious  way,  which  he  in  his  Word 
and  by  his  life  here  below  has  shown  us.  In  great 
humility  and  sincere  joy  I  am  thankful  that  I  by  grace 
have  caught  sight  of  these  truths.  There  was  con- 
flict— there  is  conflict,  but  it  is  a  glorious  conflict,  and 
God  helps  his  struggling  children. 

Malmo,  Sweden. 


Missionary  Institutes 

BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

Soon  two  excellent  opportunities  will  knock  at  the 
doors  of  our  missionary  spirited  churches  located  in 
Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Minnesota. 
These  opportunities  come  in  the  form  of  two  splendid 
missionary  institutes  or  schools  of  missions.  Each  dis- 
trict and  every  local  church  as  well  as  individuals  are 
informed  that  these  schools  invite  as  many  as  possible  to 
attend. 

The  Indianapolis  Missionary  Education  Institute  will 
be  held  May  12-14  at  the  Third  Christian  church,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  This  is  an  interdenominational  insti- 
tute, affiliated  with  the  Missionary  Education  Movement, 
and  it  seeks  to  serve  missionary  education  teachers  and 
leaders. 

All  district  boards,  local  church  committees  or  per- 
sons who  desire  to  prepare  themselves  for  missionary 
education  work  and  for  the  use  of  the  mission  study 
books  in  the  year  ahead  should  write  to  Missions  Build- 
ing, 222  Downey  Avenue,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  for  full  in- 
formation. 


Aug.  10-17  the  Geneva  Summer  School  of  Missions  is 
to  be  held  at  Conference  Point,  Williams  Bay,  Wis. 
This  will  be  a  week  of  study  on  the  restful  shores  of 
Lake  Geneva.  The  school  is  open  to  women  and  girls. 
Write  for  the  leaflet  giving  details  concerning  this  school 
of  missions  to  Anetta  C.  Mow,  22  South  State  Street, 
Elgin,  111. 

Both  of  these  institutes  will  prove  of  great  help  and 
inspiration  to  all  who  can  attend.  It  would  be  worth 
while  for  any  woman  to  lay  aside  her  routine  program 
for  one  week  to  go  to  Lake  Geneva,  and  it  would  prove 
of  real  value  to  any  teacher,  man  or  woman,  to  spend 
three  days  in  definite  mission  study  at  Indianapolis. 


New  Testaments  and  Psalms  for  Packets 

BY    ANETTA    C.    MOW 

A  very  nice  New  Testament  and  Psalms  is  now 
available  at  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  for  the 
Civilian  Service  packets.  The  book  is  small  enough 
to  be  carried  in  a  pocket.  It  is  2Vo  x  4%  inches  and 
enclosed  in  a  black  leather  zipper  binding.  It  has  a 
black  leather  cover  and  will  wear  well.  Regular  price, 
single  copy,  $1.00;  in  lots  of  ten  or  more,  70c  each.  They 
have  been  approved  by  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee. 

The  igroups  of  women  who  prepare  packets  for 
camps  will  want  to  secure  these  very  neat  looking 
New  Testament  and  Psalms,  for  you  will  know  that 
they  will  wear  well  even  when  continually  carried 
about  in  the  pocket. 

Order  from  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois.    Ask  for  No.  2116P  New  Testament  and  Psalms. 

Elgin,  III. 


What  to  Pray  For 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Week  of  April  12-19 

In  the  book,  The  Foreign  Missionary,  written  by  A.  J. 
Brown,  such  a  clear  summary  has  been  written  about 
missionary  administration  that  it  is  herein  quoted.  The 
author  is  speaking  about  mission  boards. 

"Mission  boards  are  earnestly  trying  to  administer 
their  great  trust  wisely,  economically  and  effectively 
and  on  sound  business  and  scientific  as  well  as  religious 
principles. 

"World  evangelization  being  the  supreme  work  of  the 
church,  the  method  of  administration  should  be  com- 
mensurate in  scope  and  dignity  with  the  task  to  be  per- 
formed. Such  a  work  cannot  be  properly  done  by  indi- 
viduals or  by  congregations  acting  separately.  It  is  too 
vast,  the  distance  too  great,  the  single  act  too  small.  Lo- 
cal churches  do  not  have  the  experience  in  dealing  with 
missionary  problems  or  the  comprehensive  knowledge 
of  details  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  such  an 
enterprise.  Moreover,  the  individual  may  die  or  lose 
his  money.  The  single  church  may  become  indifferent 
or  discouraged.  Even  if  neither  of  these  alternatives 
happened,  the  work  would  lack  stability.  It  would  be 
fitful,  sporadic,  too  largely  dependent  upon  accidental 
knowledge  or  temporary  emotion.    A  chance  newspaper 
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article  or  a  visit  from  some  enthusiastic  missionary 
might  direct  a  disproportionate  stream  of  gifts  to  one 
field,  while  others  equally  or  perhaps  more  important, 
would  be  neglected.  The  wise  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money  in  far  distant  lands,  the  checks  and  safeguards 
essential  to  prudent  control,  the  equitable  distribution 
of  workers  and  forms  of  work,  the  proper  balancing  of 
interests  between  widely-scattered  and  isolated  points, 
the  formulation  of  principles  of  mission  policy — all  these 
require  a  central,  administrative  agency. 

"These  men  regard  the  work  as  of  divine  authority 
and  beneficent  character.  They  reverently  look  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  the  administrator  of  the  enterprise,  be- 
lieving that  their  chief  reliance  must  be  upon  his  guid- 
ance. They  realize  that  God  is  not  limited  to  human 
methods  and  that  the  failure  of  a  cherished  plan  may 
not  argue  injury  to  the  cause  but  only  defects  in  the 
plan.  They  feel  that  their  only  safety  is  to  keep  close 
to  Christ  and  to  seek  to  know  his  will.  Prayer,  there- 
fore, begins  and  pervades  all  deliberations  and  wings 
every  appeal  for  funds.  Heavy  as  are  the  anxieties  and 
responsibilities,  every  board  counts  it  an  honor  and  a 
privilege  to  represent  the  church  in  the  administration 
of  this  noblest  of  all  Christian  activities." 

Let  us  pray  for  the  secretaries  and  members  of  our 
General  Mission  Board. 


Our  Combatant  and  Non-combatant 
Brethren 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

There  are,  even  among  Brethren,  divergent  points  of 
view.  We  are  not  all  conscientious  objectors.  Not  a 
few  young  men  of  the  church  have  volunteered  for  mili- 
tary service;  others  have  gone  into  the  combatant  forces 
under  the  Selective  Service  Act;  and  still  others  have 
accepted  noncombatant  service  within  the  army.  These 
last  two  groups  are  assigned  to  classes  I-A  and  I-A-O 
and  are  now  being  inducted  into  military  camps 
throughout  the  country.  They  are  in  the  ranks  of  the 
army  as  full-fledged  soldiers. 

Our  interest  and  concern  for  the  young  men  who  sup- 
port the  position  of  the  church  and  go  to  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  must  not  overshadow  the  spiritual 
needs  of  men  who  go  into  the  army.  We  must  go  with 
them  too  with  our  spiritual  administration.  They  need 
the  counsel  and  nurture  of  the  church  even  more  than 
others.  A  chaplain  service  is  being  maintained  within 
the  army,  and  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  is  un- 
dertaking a  large  program  in  this  connection.  But  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  will  certainly  follow  these  men 
personally  with  her  prayers,  her  sympathy  and  what- 
ever other  service  she  can  offer. 

The  following  Brethren  are  serving  as  regional  coun- 
selors and  visitors  for  men  in  military  camps: 

Southeastern  Region — Ralph  E.  White,  712  Loudon  Ave.,  N.  W., 
Roanoke,   Va. 

Eastern  Region — Levi  K.  Ziegler,  113  S.  Church  St.,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

Central  Region — John  D.  Metzler,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Central  West  Region — Hylton  Harman,  304  Huron  Bldg.,  Kan- 
sas  City,   Kans. 

Southwest  Region — C.  Ernest  Davis,  2310  Fourth  St.,  La  Verne, 
Calif. 

Northwest    Region — Clement    Bontrager,    Tonasket,    Wash. 

There  have  been  appointed  district  counselors  in  each 
state  district  as  follows: 

Florida  and  Georgia — MeKinley  Coffman,  42  Magnolia  Avenue, 
Sebring,  Fla. 


Maryland,  Eastern— I.  S.  Long,  22  Gwyndale  Ave.,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Maryland,  Middle— Paul  M.  Robinson,  120  E.  Washington  St., 
Hagerstown,  Md. 

Maryland,  Western— Newton  D.  Cosner,  508  Twentieth  St., 
Windber,  Pa. 

North  and  South  Carolina— Fred  Harrell,  Relief,  N.  C. 

Tennessee,  S.  H.  Garst,  Blountville;  Cecil  Ikenberry,  310  E. 
Chilhowie   Ave.,    Johnson   City,   Tenn. 

Virginia,  Eastern— Chester  I.  Harley,  Stanardsville,  Va. 

Virginia,  First— C.  M.  Key,  Route  1,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Virginia,  Northern — Earl  M.  Bowman,  276  W.  Market  St.,  Har- 
risonburg, Va. 

Virginia,  Second — J.  M.  Henry,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

West   Virginia,   First— Foster   Bittinger,   Eglon,   W.   Va. 

West  Virginia,  Second — Robert  Byrd,  Junior,  W.  Va. 

Virginia,  Southern— J.  A.  Naff,  Boone  Mill,  Va.;  H.  W.  Peters, 
Leaksville,  N.  C. 

Pennsylvania,   Eastern — James   M.   Moore,   Lititz,   Pa. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle — Wilfred  N.  Staufer,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania,   Southeastern — W.    S.   Price,   Royersford,   Pa. 

Pennsylvania,  Southern — J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,  80  W.  King  St., 
Shippensburg. 

Pennsylvania,  Western— W.  J.  Hamilton,  Route  5,  Cumberland, 
Md. 

Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin — W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago,  111.;  D.  D.  Funderburg.  22  S.  State  Street, 
Elgin,  111. 

Illinois,  Southern — I.  D.  Heckman,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Indiana,  Middle — C.  Ray  Keim,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Indiana,  Northern — H.  F.  Richards,  1523  Miami  St.,  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

Indiana,  Southern — Robert  Sherfy,  E.  North  St.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Michigan — J.  Edson  Ulery,  Onekama,  Mich. 

Ohio,  Northeastern — Jesse  D.  Reber,  14074  Superior  Road, 
Cleveland   Heights,   Ohio. 

Ohio,  Northwestern — Charles  E.  Zunkel,  625  E.  Elm  Street, 
Lima,   Ohio. 

Ohio,  Southern — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,   Ohio. 

Colorado — B.  F.  Stauffer,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 

Iowa,  Middle — Glenn  M.  Baird,  Elkhart,  Iowa. 

Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Dakota — J.  H.  Mathis, 
Lewiston,  Minn. 

Iowa,  Southern — Homer  F.  Caskey,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Kansas,  Northeastern — Hylton  Harman,  304  Huron  Bldg.,  Kan- 
sas  City,  Kans. 

Kansas,   Northwestern — D.   W.   Kesler,   Quinter,   Kans. 

Kansas,  Southeastern — John  L.  Mohler,  McCune,  Kans. 

Kansas,    Southwestern — Burton    Metzler — McPherson,    Kans. 

Missouri,  Middle — Irvin  V.  Enos,  4410  Campbell  St.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Missouri,  Northern — X.  L.  Coppock,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 

Missouri,  Southern,  and  Arkansas — J./  H.  Morris,  Mountain 
Grove,   Mo. 

Nebraska — Paul  K.  Brandt,   Holmesville,  Nebr. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Mont. — Ralph  Petry,  Surrey,  N.  Dak. 

Oklahoma,  Texas  and  New  Mexico — Ora  Huston,  1731  N.  W. 
38th  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Texas  and  Louisiana — J.  F.  Hoke,  Welsh,  La. 

California,  Northern — Floyd  A.  Yearout,  2146  Merced  St.,  Fres- 
no, Calif. 

California,    Southern — Edgar   Rothrock,   Pomona,    Calif. 

Idaho  and  Western  Montana — A.  J.  Ellenberger,  Payette,  Idaho. 

Oregon— H.  G.  Shank,  5256  N.  E.  73rd  Ave.,  Portland,  Oregon. 

Washington — Clement   Bontrager,   Tonasket,   Wash. 

We  offer  the  following  suggestions  to  families,  pastors, 
elders,  Sunday-school  superintendents  and  teachers  and 
to  local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  organizations: 

1.  Report  the  names  and  addresses  to  your  district 
and  regional  counselors  of  any  young  man  now  in  the 
army  and  others  who  may  enter. 

2.  Arrange  through  these  counselors  to  send  to  these 
boys  the  Gospel  Messenger,  Our  Young  People  and  oth- 
er literature  of  the  church. 

3.  Keep  them  in  touch  with  the  local  church  by  send- 
ing them  weekly  bulletins,  reports  and  any  other  ma- 
terial available. 

4.  Send  them  letters,  postal  cards,  birthday  greetings 
and  other  personal  messages.  This  should  be  definitely 
organized  in  order  to  know  that  it  is  being  done  faith- 
fully and  regularly. 

5.  Do  not  forget  that  this  service  lays  upon  the  church 
added  expense.  Is  the  "Brethren  Service  Cup"  on  your 
dinner  table?  Do  not  let  the  "sun  go  down"  on  your 
negligence. 

Bridgewater,   Va. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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Ike  jLohjb  lis  Risen  Qvibeebi' 


BY  LEO  LILLIAN  WISE 


"Come,  Earl,  we  are  ready  to  go,"  his  Aunt  Ellen 
called  to  the  young  man  who  had  stayed  up  in  his 
room  until  the  last  possible  minute.  As  he  came 
slowly  down  the  stairs  he  wondered  again  why  he  had 
consented  to  go  with  his  aunt  and  her  husband  to  the 
early  sunrise  service. 

A  year  ago  he  would  have  been  overjoyed  because 
he  had  a  chance  to  attend  one  of  the  nation's  famed 
outdoor  Easter  services.  But  a  year  ago  Cary,  his 
adored  brother,  had  been  alive  and  bubbling  over  with 
zest  for  life  and  service.  Since  that  time  Cary  had 
gone  far  abroad  to  render  service  to  folks  in  a  land 
ravaged  by  the  merciless  inhumanity  of  other  peoples. 
And  then  Cary  had  fallen  in  the  line  of  duty  and  lay 
in  a  lonely  grave  far  from  all  who  loved  him  so. 

Thus  for  these  several  months  Earl  had  been  held  in 
the  viselike  grip  of  sorrow.  He  could  not  see  why 
Cary  had  been  snatched  out  of  life  just  when  he  was 
needed  so  much,  nor  why  his  life  should  have  stopped 
in  a  moment's  time.     It  had  seemed  such  utter  waste. 

Not  only  had  Earl  been  caught  up  in  the  mesh  of 
floundering  doubts  because  of  his  brother's  death,  but 
also  because  of  the  uncertainties  of  his  own  future. 
What  did  it  hold  for  him?  He  could  not  go  out  and 
train  for  the  killing  of  other  men;  but  just  how  could 
he  prove  himself  a  man  who  loves  his  fellow  man  and  is 
willing  to  build  life? 

Aunt  Ellen  and  Millie  were  in  the  back  seat  of  the 
car.  They  had  left  the  place  beside  Uncle  David  for 
Earl.  As  they  drove  along  the  highway  in  a  steady 
flow  of  traffic,  Aunt  Ellen  talked  at  length  of  the 
beginning  of  the  outdoor  Easter  sunrise  service  and 
how  it  had  been  witnessed  yearly  by  ever-growing 
crowds  of  men,  women  and  children.  Earl  would  have 
been  amazed  if  he  could  have  lifted  the  curtain  to  his 
aunt's  mind,  and  have  known  how  much  she  under- 
stood his  inner  soul's  turmoil. 

As  they  filed  into  a  given  place  from  which  they 
could  see  dimly  outlined  upon  yon  hillside  the  singers 
who  were  waiting  the  first  gleam  of  the  sunrise  which 
would  be  their  cue  to  begin,  Earl  stared  at  the  scene 
before  him.  There  was  a  weird  something  about  it, 
a  hushed  and  studied  silence.  He  could  barely  dis- 
cern the  white-robed  singers  massed  in  the  form  of 
a  cross  and  closely  encircled  about  by  black-robed 
figures. 

Suddenly  it  came  to  the  young  man  that  just  so  had 
Christ  been  hemmed  in  and  circumscribed  about  by 
intolerance,  injustice  and  misunderstanding.  And  all 
those  forces  had  finally  culminated  in  the  crucifixion. 
Surely  the  weight  of  all  that  had  been  enough  to  pierce 
the  heart  of  the  Son  of  God  before  ever  he  hung  upon 
a  wooden  rood! 

Just  as  the  first  sign  of  the  rising  sun  was  made 
known  the  singers  began  slowly,  softly,  and  something 
was  happening  to  Earl  himself.  An  air  of  expectancy 
held  him  and  he  listened  as  one  enthralled.  Aunt  Ellen 
stole  cautious  glances  at  him  now  and  then,  while  her 
own  eyes  were  filled  with  tears.  The  volume  of  music 
gathered,  swelled,  and  grew  into  a  glorious  alleluia. 


Earl  found  himself  crying,  not  the  bitter  squeezed- 
out  tears  that  had  racked  his  very  soul,  but  the  healing 
tears  were  streaming  down  his  cheeks.  They  were 
tears  of  joy  and  he  was  unashamed  of  them.  For  had 
not  the  Son  of  God  again  been  proclaimed  free  from 
all  chains  and  bonds.  Death  had  lost,  and  Life  was 
surging  ever  upward  and  onward,  a  growing  strength 
which  could  not  be  enchained. 

And  such  a  free  and  risen  Redeemer  was  One  who 
would  be  able  to  save  His  own  from  all  the  powers 
of  evil,  no  matter  in  what  form  they  attacked  you, 
whether  by  bomb  or  sly  insidious  trick.  And  in  the 
keeping  of  such  a  Redeemer  one  would  be  free  in  his 
soul  even  though  thrust  into  some  dank  prison  cell  by 
tyrannic  force.  Now  in  the  light  of  a  new  resurrec- 
tion day  he  could  not  feel  his  brother's  life  had  been 
wasted.  Rather,  it  had  been  poured  into  the  life- 
giving  stream  and  the  returns  were  not  all  in. 

Earl  suddenly  found  himself  free  from  the  bands  of 
grief  and  all  the  troubling  uncertainties  that  had  op- 
pressed him.  He  did  not  know  what  the  future  held 
in  store  for  him — whether  defeat,  suffering,  or  service. 
But  one  thing  he  knew,  and  he  turned  to  an  old  man 
at  his  left  and  said  in  a  happy,  albeit  solemn  voice: 
"Sir,  the  Lord  is  risen  indeed!" 

Degraff,  Ohio. 


From  My  Diary  of  1904 

BY    MARY    E.     STOVER 
Friday,  Jan.  22 

Bro.  McCann  asks  Wilbur  and  me  to  go  with  him  on 
a  trip  to  visit  villages  in  Raj  Pipla  State,  where  most 
likely  no  foreign  woman  has  yet  visited. 

It  is  kind  of  the  ladies  here  to  urge  me  to  go,  and  to 
offer  to  take  charge  of  things  in  our  absence.  Eliza 
will  see  to  the  work  in  general.  There  are  more  than 
three  hundred  children  in  the  orphanage.  The  other 
ladies  will  have  the  housekeeping,  teach  Emmert  his 
lessons,  and  care  for  little  Miriam,  besides  their  lan- 
guage study.  I  do  not  often  have  a  chance  to  go,  ex- 
cept on  short  trips,  a  day  or  so  at  a  time. 

Saturday,  Jan.  23 

Wilbur  and  I  came  on  the  train  from  our  home  in 


14 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— April  12,  1941 


Bulsar,  meeting  Bro.  McCann  in  Anklesvar.  The  ox- 
cart with  supplies,  a  man  who  says  he  knows  the  way, 
a  boy  who  knows  some  cooking,  and  the  driver,  are 
to  leave  here  early  tomorrow  morning. 

We  came  to  Vali  this  afternoon  to  attend  the  love 
feast.  There  were  baptisms  too,  thirty-nine  in  all, 
among  them  several  women. 

Sunday,  January  24,  in  Vali. 

Wilbur  preached  this  morning.  Five  women  were 
baptized.  We  are  glad  to  have  women  come,  for,  until 
now,  men  have  been  far  in  the  majority. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  26 

Here  we  are,  somewhere  in  Raj  Pipla  State,  the 
country  of  the  Bhil  people.  Ublo,  a  Christian,  walked 
while  we  rode  and  walked  by  turns.  We  have  two 
horses  for  three  of  us — four,  counting  Ublo. 

We  spent  the  night  at  Ublo's  village.  The  family  has 
only  one  rope  cot,  which  they  insisted  I  must  sleep 
on.  His  wife  slept  near  me  on  the  floor,  the  men  on 
the  far  side  of  the  room,  also  on  the  floor.  There  was 
not  much  of  the  night  left  after  meeting  closed.  People 
said  they  were  neither  hungry  nor  sleepy  so  long  as 
they   could   hear   such    "good   words." 

We  left  early  this  morning,  stopped  at  noon  by  the 
river  side,  ate  our  lunch,  fed  and  rested  the  horses. 
Ublo  found  the  footprint  of  a  tiger  in  the  soft  ground, 
and  we  all  went  to  look  at  it.  Perhaps  we  seemed 
frightened,  for  he  hurried  to  assure  us  that  tigers 
drink  water  from  the  river  in  the  morning,  and  hide 
among  the  bushes  in  the  heat  of  the  day! 

It  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  find  our  way 
alone.  Villages  are  few  and  scattered.  We  came 
through  dense  woods,  along  jungle  paths,  up  hills  much 
of  the  way.  No  one  is  sure  of  the  distance,  perhaps 
twenty  miles. 

The  village  headman  was  expecting  us  and  had  a 
room  ready.  It  is  one  of  two  rooms  in  a  straw  hut. 
It  has  a  good  roof.  In  the  other  room  the  villagers 
store  their  grain.  They  watch  at  night  to  guard  it 
from  thieves.  They  say  no  one  will  steal  if  we  are 
here. 

The  men  gathered  wood  for  a  fire  in  front  of  the 
house.  They  took  turns  keeping  up  the  fire  all  night. 
They  said  there  were  tigers  prowling  around,  and  the 
night  was  cool.  We  had  a  fine  meeting,  and  it  was 
late,  but  our  cart  had  not  yet  arrived. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  27 

We  had  just  decided  to  wrap  up  in  our  coats  and  try 
to  sleep  when  in  the  distance  we  heard  the  tinkling 
of  the  bells  on  the  oxen.  It  was  our  cart,  and  the 
weary  travelers.  I  do  not  know  which  were  more  glad, 
they  or  we.  They  had  missed  the  road  and  came  by  a 
longer  way  than  necessary. 

Several  sepoys  (petty  government  officers)  came  to 
see  us  this  morning.  When  they  had  gone  the  people 
told  us  they  often  come  and  demand  whatever  they 
have,  chickens  or  goats,  if  they  want  them.  "When  you 
are  here,"  they  said,  "the  sepoys  will  be  very  friendly, 
then  go  away." 

Thursday,  Jan.  28 

Had  a  big  meeting  last  night.  Showed  the  magic 
lantern  pictures  of  the  "Life  of  Christ."  The  people 
listened  quietly,  were  slow  in  leaving,  afterward  sat 
by  the  fire  in  little  groups,  talking  it  over  together. 


Friday,  Jan.  29 

The  men  went  on  horseback  to  visit  other  villages, 
while  I  went  to  see  the  women  in  their  homes.  Found 
only  a  few  older  women.  The  younger  women  work 
in  the  fields. 

Under  a  tree  I  sat  down.  Soon  they  came  near  and 
began  to  ask  questions.  How  about  the  buttons  on  my 
dress?  Do  they  grow  on  trees?  How  is  my  hair  kept 
up?  Hairpins  are  a  curiosity.  They  twist  their  hair, 
and  tie  it  with  a  string  or  old  rag.  Why  is  my  skin 
white,  and  theirs  dark?  Are  my  feet  black,  or  why 
do  I  cover  them  with  shoes  and  stockings?  Why  do  I 
wear  glasses?  When  their  curiosity  was  at  last  partly 
satisfied,  they  listened  while  I  told  them  of  "our 
Father"  and  his  love  for  us  all. 
Saturday,  Jan.  30 

Today  I  went  to  a  house  and  asked  if  I  might  come 
in.  I  had  discovered  that  a  woman  was  there.  She 
told  me  to  come  in,  but  did  not  get  up  from  the  floor, 
so  I  sat  down  beside  her.  When  she  had  finished 
smoking  her  cigarette,  a  rolled  tobacco  leaf,  she  was 
more  talkative. 

One  end  of  the  one-room  hut  sheltered  chickens 
and  goats.  They  came  and  went  as  they  liked,  the 
door  being  open.  The  other  end  of  the  room  had  two 
babies  lying  on  a  mat  on  the  floor.  One  was  nice  and 
fat,  the  other  a  mere  skeleton.  The  woman  was  their 
grandmother,  and  she  said  they  were  twins.  She  said 
that  since  they  were  boys,  they  kept  both,  but  did  not 
feed  the  one  very  much.  The  opium  keeps  him  sleep- 
ing the  most  of  the  time.  The  mother  came  in  and 
nursed  the  fat  baby.  I  asked  her  how  old  they  were. 
She  said,  "Who  knows?  Who  can  count  the  days? 
We  are  poor  and  ignorant."  She  told  me  it  was  bad 
luck  to  have  twins,  so  they  would  have  to  let  the  poor 
little  baby  die.  I  told  her  I  did  not  think  twins  bring 
bad  luck,  and  tried  to  explain  to  her  God's  kindness 
in  giving  twins. 

I  had  to  go  then  to  help  the  "boy"  get  dinner.     He 
doesn't  know  much  about  cooking. 
Sunday,  Jan.  31 

Last  evening  the  father  of  the  twins  asked  Bro. 
McCann  whether  I  spoke  "true  words"  about  the 
twins.  Bro.  McCann  said  they  were  true,  and  that 
they  would  not  bring  bad  luck.  He  told  him  I  had  two 
little  ones  at  home,  and  knew  how  to  care  for  them. 
That  was  a  kind  compliment. 


Death  Is  a  Door 

Selected  by  Emma  L.  Miller,  Carthage,  Missouri 

Death  is  only  an  old  door 

Set  in  a  garden  wall; 

On  gentle  hinges  it  gives,  at  dusk 

When  the  thrushes  call. 

Along  the  lintel  are  green  leaves, 
Beyond  the  light  lies  still; 
Very  willing  and  weary  feet 
Go  over  that  sill. 

There  is  nothing  to  trouble  any  heart- 
Nothing  to  hurt  at  all. 
Death  is  only  a  quiet  door 
In  an  old  wall. 

— Nancy  Byrd  Turner. 
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I  went  to  see  the  twins  again  and  found  the  mother 
nursing  the  poor  little  one. 

More  women  came  to  the  meetings  today.  The  peo- 
ple asked  us  to  send  them  a  teacher  to  live  here.  I  do 
hope  we  have  one  and  his  wife  who  can  come.  We 
need  trained  workers  so  badly. 

The  headman  of  a  village  where  there  are  a  few 
Christians  visited  here  today.  He  says  his  people  are 
less  troublesome  now,  they  do  not  fight  so  much,  nor 
drink  liquor,  since  they  listen  to  the  teacher  in  the 
evenings. 
Monday,  Feb.  1 

Started  early,  stopped  at  Ublo's  village,  had  a  good 
meeting,   with   baptism   of  fourteen   and   a   love   feast. 
The  cart  travels  with  us. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  2 

We  came  by  another  road,  reaching  Amletha  by 
evening.  We  saw  many  wild  peacock  and  several  deer. 
Bro.  McCann  had  his  gun  but  did  not  get  any  game. 
Wednesday,  Feb.  3 

We  hope  for  a  strong  congregation  here  soon.  Since 
I  am  near  the  railway,  decided  to  go  home.  I  may  be 
needed  more  there  than  here.  Wilbur  says  the  cook- 
ing may  have  to  do  itself  now,  but  he  and  Bro.  McCann 
will  be  coming  home  in  a. few  days. 
Thursday,  Feb.  4 

We  all  had  a  good  native  dinner  with  Dhanjibhai  and 
his  family  last  evening,  and  a  meeting  far  into  the 
night.  I  came  home  to  Bulsar  by  early  train.  No 
one  knew  I  would  be  coming.  I  walked  home  from  the 
railway  station.  Boys  working  in  the  garden  saw  me 
first,  and  called  out,  "Mamma  is  coming,"  and  soon  I 
was  greeted  on  all  sides.  All  had  gone  well.  It  feels 
good  to  be  at  home  with  the  little  ones  tonight. 

Postscript  written  several  years  later:  A  young  man 
and  his  wife  have  been  living  in  the  hill-village.  Their 
work  has  been  well  blessed.  We  found  a  small  con- 
gregation, attended  a  love  feast.  Was  so  glad  to  see 
the  little  twins.  The  mother  said,  "When  we  tried  to 
starve  our  baby,  we  did  not  know.  We  are  Christians 
now." 

Tulare,  Calijornia  (now  in  1941) 


Security 

BY  ROSA  M.  BENNETT 

The  gentle  hissing  of  water  sprinkling  the  petunia 
bed — the  fuzzy  hum  of  a  hummingbird  making  its  final 
evening  tour  of  trumpet  vines  and  honeysuckle — the 
soft  sweet  scent  of  the  just-opened  nicotiana — a  kitten 
ecstatically  chasing  its  ever-elusive  tail — the  distant 
roar  of  an  airplane,  then  the  dark  gray  shape  etched 
against  the  lighter  gray  of  a  sky  swiftly  giving  away  its 
blue  to  the  dusk  of  a  passing  day — such  is  the  American 
picture  of  calmness,  tranquility,  peace,  security. 

All  this  is  best  regarded  as  a  gift,  or  perchance  an  in- 
heritance— for  surely  we  neither  earned  nor  purchased 
this  security  of  ours.  And  it  is  a  threefold  blessing — a 
physical,  a  mental,  and  a  spiritual  security.  Do  we  ap- 
preciate it?  Do  we  value  it?  Do  we  even  know  its 
value? 

Recently  at  a  little  party  the  sweet  hostess  was  very 
worried  because  her  delicious  chocolate  cup  cakes  had 
cracked  across  their  tops.  To  the  writer  it  seemed  truly 
wonderful   that   this   young   mother   could   be   worried 


over  little  cakes  while  her  tiny  daughter  sat  on  the 
doorstep  with  her  Sazzy  (Sammy)  cat  in  her  arms,  chat- 
tering little  nothings  to  the  world  in  general — wonder- 
ful because  the  child  sat  there  in  security  and  safety. 

Mother,  please  do  not  be  annoyed  when  your  little 
twelve-year-old  daughter  and  her  chum  are  discussing 
the  merits  of  their  respective  boy  friends.  Rather,  get 
down  on  your  knees  and  thank  God  that  they  are  not 
discussing  the  latest  air  raid  or  the  number  of  their 
brothers,  uncles  and  cousins  killed  in  action  on  the 
front. 

We  seem  to  have  forgotten  beautiful  phrases  and  are 
living  in  a  world  of  words.  They  jump  at  you  from 
the  printed  page,  they  snap  at  you  from  the  radio,  and 
they  come  drifting  in  from  each  and  every  group  of 
men  and  women.  Some  of  the  words  becoming  hateful 
to  us  are  propaganda,  disloyalty,  fifth  column — but  they 
are  real  live  words.  Ignoring  them  does  not  lessen  or 
change  them.  For  instance,  to  say  that  there  is  no  fifth 
column  does  not  immediately  drop  said  column  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Real  things  have  to  be  met  face  to  face, 
met  but  not  necessarily  endured. 

If  security  were  something  to  buy,  something  to  slave 
for  and  keep  in  a  safe  place  after  obtaining,  something 
to  hold  in  our  hands,  to  admire,  to  gloat  over,  to  pos- 
sess corporeally  we  would  appreciate  it  more  and  more. 
However,  to  man  it  is  a  thing  to  be  cherished.  The 
babe  in  its  mother's  arms  feels  this  security,  as  yet  not 
knowing  what  it  means.  The  necessity  of  it  seems  to 
lessen  through  childhood  and  youth.  Then  comes  the 
time  when  its  nearness  and  dearness  envelopes  one  like 
sunshine  through  an  open  doorway. 

Youth  would  feel  a  new  security  if  it  would  say,  "We 
have  a  great  responsibility.  We  take  it  willingly,"  in- 
stead of,  "We  demand  this  or  that." 

Pray  that  you  may  keep  your  security,  that  you  may 
work  and  play  free  from  fear  and  dread,  that  you  may 
continue  to  worship  God  in  the  way  you  have  chosen  to 
worship. 

Say  in  the  morning,  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the 
fullness  thereof,"  and  in  the  evening,  "It  is  well — it  is 
well — with  my  soul." 

Copley,  Ohio. 


His  Son 

BY  JULIA  GRAYDON 

Some  time  ago  I  read  in  a  daily  paper  of  the  suicide 
of  a  man  who  had  evidently  become  discouraged  with 
life. 

There  in  his  room  his  friends  found  a  cigar  box  half 
full  of  pennies  which  one  of  them  said  he  was  saving 
for  his  little  boy. 

He  loved  his  boy,  no  doubt,  but  even  that  could  not 
keep  him  from  taking  his  life,  for  other  worries  had 
swept  in  and  crowded  out  that  former  love. 

Had  he  seen  more  of  his  child  perhaps  he  would  have 
felt  a  father's  responsibility  for  his  own  offspring. 

A  cigar  box  of  pennies  could  not  make  up  for  a  fa- 
ther's love,  but  we  know  he  had  that  love  in  his  heart 
and  planned  to  make  his  boy  happy  by  the  gift. 

That  little  hand  in  his  might  have  saved  him  from 
despair. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  13 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ  Shows  Himself  Alive. — 
Luke  24:  13-17,  25-35.  Golden  Text,  "I  .  .  .  was  dead; 
and.  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore"  (Rev.  1:  18). 

Christian  Workers,  God's  Love  for  the  Lost,  II.  Luke 
15: 11-32. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  We  Make  Life  New  (Easter). 

Intermediates,  The  Message  of  Easter. 
•        e        • 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Chiques  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Hawthorn  church,  Tenn. 

One  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church,  Ind. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Okeechobee  church,  Fla. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Roy  K.  Miller,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Painter  Creek  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Wilmer  A.  Petry  of  Akron,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Sunnyslope  church,  Wash.,  Bro. 
Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist;  Bro.  Noble  E.  Deardorff, 
elder. 

Ten  baptized  and  eight  reconsecrated  in  the  Grand 
Rapids  church,  Mich.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins, 
evangelists.  •       •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Lee  G.  Whipple,  pastor,  April  6-13,  in  the  Chico 
church,  Calif. 

Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre,  April  21  to  May  4,  in  the  Stoners- 
town  church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Caniield,  May  18,  in  the  Vic- 
tor church,  Kans. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  April  16,  in  the  Nan- 
ty  Glo  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhoads  of  Berlin,  Pa.,  April  14,  in  the 
Ligonier  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Theo.  R.  Eley  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  Aug.  3,  in  the 
Castine  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Aug.  10,  in 
the  Moscow  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Max  Hartsough  of  Redfield,  Kans.,  April  6-13,  in 
the  Belleville  church,  Kans. 

Bro.  Norman  K.  Musser  of  Columbia,  Pa.,  May  18,  in 
the  Marsh   Creek  house,   Pa. 

Bro.  Samuel  D.  Lindsay  of  Timberville,  Va.,  May  11- 
18,  in  the  Flat  Rock  church,  Va. 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Nokesville,  Va.,  April  20,  in 
the  Fredericksburg  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Robert  L.  Cocklin,  pastor,  May  4-18,  in  the  Ridge 
congregation,   Fogelsanger  house,   Pa. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  April 
15-29,  in  the  Richland  Valley  church,  Wash. 


Bro.  W.  Harold  Row  of  Richmond,  Va.,  April  30  to 
May  11,  in  the  Bethel  church,  Unity  congregation,  Va. 

Bro.  Jonathan  F.  King  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  May  12,  in 
the  Middle  Creek  house,  West  Conestoga  congregation, 

Pa. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 
Western  Maryland  has  asked  Eld.  Wesley  Harvey  to 
represent  the  district  on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Com- 
mittee. 

Middle  Missouri  will  have  Eld.  James  M.  Mohler  on 
the  La  Verne  Standing  Committee,  with  Eld.  Ira  Wit- 
more  as  alternate. 

Northwestern  Kansas  has  Eld.  F.  A.  Wagner  as  Stand- 
ing Committee  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference, 
with  Eld.  D.  W.  Kesler  as  alternate. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  is  available  for  three  evangel- 
istic meetings  within  the  present  year.  Churches  desir- 
ing his  services  may  address  him  at  209  S.  Frederick  St., 
Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

Two  able  men.  President  Otho  Winger  of  Manchester 
and  Pastor  M.  Clyde  Horst  of  Elizabethtown,  will  be  the 
main  speakers  at  the  Juniata  College  Ministerial  Fellow- 
ship May  5  and  6.     Watch  for  more  details  later. 

Bro.  J.  Oscar  Winger  of  Manchester  College  will  offi- 
ciate at  the  love  feast  in  the  Nettle  Creek  congregation 
(Brick  church)  of  Southern  Indiana,  Saturday  evening, 
April  26,  and  will  preach  morning  and  evening  on  Sun- 
day following. 

Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  is  due  to  arrive  at  San  Francisco 
on  the  S.  S.  President  Coolidge  May  8.  We  understand 
that  Bro.  Minor  Myers  will  supervise  the  Shanghai  re- 
lief work  along  with  his  keeping  in  touch  with  develop- 
ments at  our  mission  stations. 

Bro.  L.  H.  Prowant  of  Durand,  Mich.,  who  had  been 
making  monthly  trips  to  Rodney,  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five miles  distant,  to  serve  the  church  there,  is  now 
located  in  his  new  pastorate.  His  correspondents  will 
please  address  him  henceforth  at  Rodney,  Mich. 

Recent  arrivals  of  returning  China  missionaries  have 
included  the  Harlan  Smith  family,  the  Ernest  Wampler 
family,  Mrs.  Minor  Myers  and  two  children,  and  Sisters 
Anna  Hutchison  and  Laura  Shock.  We  are  informed 
that  Bro.  Smith  is  taking  up  pastoral  work  at  Greene, 
Iowa. 

Three  New  Gish  Books 

The  following  books  have  been  placed  on  the  Gish 
Fund  list  and  are  now  available  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  prices  indicated.  Each 
minister  may  buy  only  one  copy  of  a  Gish  Fund  book. 

279.  A  Preface  to  Christian  Theology,  by  John 
Mackay.    Regular  price,  $2.00;  Gish  price,  90c. 

280.  Preaching  From  the  Bible,  by  Andrew  Black- 
wood.   Regular  price,  $2.00;  Gish  price,  90c. 

281.  The  Messages  of  the  Prophets,  by  Dallas  Baer. 
Will  be  on  the  list  only  a  few  months.  Regular  price, 
$1.50;  Gish  price,  70c. 

Watch  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  other  announce- 
ments during  the  next  few  weeks. 
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Two  good  housewives  and  church  workers  at  Lewis- 
ton,  Minn.,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mathis  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Radatz, 
were  among  our  most  recent  visitors. 

The  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  La  Verne 
Conference  from  the  First  District  of  West  Virginia  is 
Eld.  Raymond  Martin,  with  Eld.  A.  R.  Showalter  as 
alternate. 

Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman  will  address  the  business  session 
of  the  Southern  Ohio  district  conference  at  9  A.  M., 
May  3.  He  is  scheduled  for  three  addresses  at  the  vari- 
ous meetings  of  May  2.    The  place  is  New  Carlisle. 

Sister  Annie  Hawbaker  of  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  moth- 
er of  Africa  Missionary  Gladys  Hawbaker  Royer,  was 
found  dead  in  her  home  on  the  morning  of  March  25. 
She  had  apparently  fallen  to  the  floor  while  attempting 
to  reach  the  telephone  from  her  couch.  You  will  share 
our  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  ones  far  away  and 
near. 

Editor  E.  G.  Hoff,  as  he  was  returning  from  a  meet- 
ing of  the  interdenominational  Sunday-school  Lesson 
Committee,  at  which  both  uniform  and  graded  lesson 
courses  were  outlined,  attended  the  special  district 
meeting  of  Second  West  Virginia.  He  found  there  a  fine 
spirit  of  eagerness  to  accept  the  extra  burdens  which 
these  difficult  times  are  laying  upon  the  churches. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Middle  Maryland  will  have  district  conference  at  9:00 
A.  M.,  April  17,  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  The  elders  will 
meet  at  1:30  P.  M.,  April  16. 

Lagro  Camp,  according  to  the  latest  word  at  hand,  has 
been  approved  by  the  government.  J.  Clyde  Forney  is 
director,  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  educational  director,  and 
Clement  Lapp,  business  manager.  The  date  of  opening 
will  be  announced  as  soon  as  known. 

The  Beech  Grove  church  of  Southern  Ohio  has  some 
secondhand  Hymns  of  Praise,  Nos.  1,  2,  "which  the 
church  is  willing  to  donate  to  some  church  which  needs 
songbooks  by  paying  the  express  charges."  If  inter- 
ested, write  Pastor  E.  S.  Hollinger,  New  Paris,  Ohio. 

To  the  churches  of  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Mon- 
tana: All  reports,  papers  or  queries  to  be  printed  in  our 
district  conference  booklet  must  be  in  my  hands  not 
later  than  May  7.  The  conference  will  be  held  at  Car- 
rington,  N.  Dak.,  June  26  to  29. — Ray  Harris,  Writing 
Clerk,  Box  97,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 

March  Brotherhood  Giving.  Conference  Budget  giv- 
ing for  March,  the  first  month  of  our  fiscal  year,  totaled 
$5,119,  as  compared  with  $6,211  for  the  corresponding 
month  of  1940.  Brethren  Service  giving  for  March  to- 
taled $11,342,  as  compared  with  $1,182  for  the  cor- 
responding month  of  1940.  The  Civilian  Public  Service 
program,  which  we  did  not  have  a  year  ago,  accounts 
for  the  huge  increase  in  Brethren  Service  giving.  The 
decrease  in  Conference  Budget  giving  is  regrettable  be- 
cause the  church  has  set  out  to  carry  its  regular  pro- 
gram (local,  district  and  brotherhood)  and  to  carry  our 
Brethren  Service  program,  including  Civilian  Public 
Service  and  war  relief,  as  an  extra,  whatever  the  sacri- 
fice may  be.  Churches  deserve  commendation  for  the 
growing  response  to  the  Brethren  Service  program, 
which  asks  $2.00  per  person  for  the  year.  Let  us  do 
this  and  still  maintain  our  regular  giving. — H.  Spenser 
Minnich,  Financial  Secretary. 


The  combined  choruses   of  the  Wooster  church  and 
the  First  church  of  Canton,  Northeastern  Ohio,  will  sing 
the  cantata,   The   Glory   of  Easter,   tomorrow   evening, 
April  13,  7:30,  at  Canton,  as  they  did  last  Sunday  eve- 
ning at  Wooster.    The  chorus  contains  thirty-five  voices 
or  more  and  is  under  the  direction  of  Brother  and  Sister 
D.  W.  Showalter.     This  is  your  invitation. 
•       •       • 
Conference  Business 
Middle  Indiana 

The  mission-ministerial  board  of  Middle  Indiana  asks 
Annual  Conference  to  decide  that  the  Elders'  Body  of  a 
district  may  discipline  any  of  its  members  without  re- 
ferring the  case  to  a  local  church,  whenever,  in  its 
judgment,  a  case  warrants  such  action,  provided  this  is 
done  in  a  regularly  called  Elders'  Meeting  and  that  two 
thirds  of  the  elders  present  concur. 

Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 
Oklahoma.  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 

We  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  district,  feeling  the  need  of  a 
definite  program  of  sharing  the  sacrifice  which  the  con- 
scientious objectors  and  their  dependents  will  be  forced 
to  undergo:  Petition  Annual  Conference  through  Dis- 
trict Meeting  assembled  at  Pampa,  Texas,  August  20-22, 
to  set  up  and  administer  such  a  plan. 

Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

Committee  on  Lay  Representation 

We,  your  committee  appointed  by  Annual  Conference 
of  1940  to  consider  the  problem  of  lay  representation  on 
the  General  Boards  and  on  Standing  Committee  and  re- 
port to  the  Conference  of  1941,  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

Representation  on  the  General  Boards 

After  considering  the  provisions  made  by  Annual 
Conference  of  1940  in  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Ten- 
ure of  Office  1940  (p.  10)  for  lay  representation  on  the 
General  Boards,  and  after  studying  a  widely  circulated 
questionnaire,  the  committee  deems  the  provisions  to 
provide  adequately  for  lay  representation  on  the  Gen- 
eral Boards. 

We  therefore,  recommend  that  no  change  be  made. 
Representation    on    Standing    Committee 

Since  the  work  of  Standing  Committee  is  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  delegate  body,  which  is  the  highest 
authority  in  the  church,  and  can  change  or  annul  de- 
cisions of  Standing  Committee,  and  since  lay  members, 
both  men  and  women,  serve  as  delegates,  your  commit- 
tee, after  deliberation  and  study  of  the  questionnaire 
returns,  recommend  the  removal  of  the  restriction  on 
lay  representation  on  Standing  Committee,  thereby  per- 
mitting lay  members  irrespective  of  sex  to  serve  also  on 
Standing  Committee. 

We  recommend  that  three  times  in  five  years,  districts 
may  select  representatives  on  Standing  Committee  from 
the  laity. 

All  previous  decisions  of  the  Annual  Conference  not 
in  harmony  with  the  above  are  hereby  repealed. 

(The  committee  regrets  that  Bro.  Nathan  Martin, 
chairman,  was  not  able  to  be  present  when  the  recom- 
mendations were  made.) 

Committee:  Nathan  Martin,  David  Metzler,  Allen 
Weldy,  Lester  Young,  Anetta  Mow. 
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BY   RUFUS   D.   BOWMAN 
President  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 


The  class  of  1941  is  larger  than  we  have  had  for  a 
number  of  years.  There  are  seventeen  in  the  Seminary: 
thirteen  candidates  for  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree, 
and  four  candidates  for  the  Master  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion degree.  There  are  also  eleven  candidates  for  grad- 
uation from  the  Bible  Training  School.  These  twenty- 
eight  consecrated  young  people  love  the  church  and  are 
eager  to  serve.  They  have  done  good  work  in  school, 
are  spiritually  strong,  and  are  worthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  church.  Bethany  presents  them  and  I  am  sure 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  welcomes  them. 

The  names  of  the  Bible  Training  School  graduates  are 
as  follows:  candidates  for  the  B.  S.  L.  degree  are  Annie 
Clopper,  H.  Austin  Cooper,  Iva  I.  Haynes,  Emily  J.  Pat- 
rick, Ward  E.  Pratt,  and  Helen  R.  Wolfe.  Those  who 
will  receive  the  diploma  for  the  completion  of  the  two- 
year  Bible  Training  School  course  are  Mary  Belle  Jones, 
Velma  Lam  Ritchie,  Mildred  Shideler  and  Mabel  Shri- 
der.  Geiman  D.  Young  will  receive  the  diploma  for  the 
completion  of  the  three-year  music  course. 

The  pictures  of  the  Seminary  graduates  with  their 
wives  are  included  in  this  article  together  with  brief  life 
histories. 

Jacob  F.  Baldwin  was  born  Sept.  17,  1893,  at  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  He  attended  Bethany  from  1925  to 
1930,  receiving  the  B.  S.  L.  degree.  He  has  held  pas- 
torates at  Sterling,  111.,  Modesto,  Calif.,  and  Morrill,  Kans. 
While  at  Morrill,  Kans.,  he  finished  his  college  work, 
graduating  at  McPherson  College  in  1938.     Bro.  Bald- 


win has  been  active  in  evangelistic  and  district  work. 
He  has  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  Arthur  M.,  Elmer 
R.,  Charles  L.,  and  Alice  Nadine  Baldwin.  Mrs.  Bald- 
win's birthplace  was  Menominee,  Wis.  She  has  shared 
fully  the  active  pastoral  work  with  her  husband.  She 
served  as  district  secretary  of  women's  work  of  North- 
ern California  for  a  period  of  two  years.  Bro.  Baldwin 
will  finish  the  requirements  for  the  B.  D.  degree  at  the 
end  of  the  summer  session  of  1941  after  which  he  will 
return  to  pastoral  work. 

James  H.  Beahm  was  born  Jan.  3,  1917  at  Salisbury, 
Pa.  He  is  the  son  of  Elder  J.  C.  and  Martha  E.  Beahm. 
James  graduated  from  Greencastle  High  School,  Pa.,  in 
1934  and  Elizabethtown  College  in  1938.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Student  Volunteers  in  our  church 
during  1939.  James  held  summer  pastorates  at  the 
Cherry  Grove  and  Georges  Creek  churches,  Maryland 
(1935);  Green  Springs  church,  Ohio  (1938);  Whitefish 
church,  Montana  (1939);  and  has  been  student  pastor  at 
the  West  Marion  church,  Indiana,  since  June  1940. 
James  entered  Bethany  the  fall  of  1938.  On  June  2, 
1940,  James  Beahm  was  married  to  Marie  Bendsen,  the 
daughter  of  Niels  P.  and  Ingeborg  Bendsen  of  Chicago, 
111.  Mrs.  Beahm  has  taken  work  at  Manchester  College 
and  Bethany  Bible  Training  School.  With  her  husband, 
she  is  consecrated  to  the  work  of  the  church. 

Samuel  Boyd  Dickey  was  born  March  18,  1907,  at 
Meyersdale,  Pa.  He  is  the  son  of  Bruce  B.  and  Emma 
B.  Dickey  of  Berlin,  Pa.     Boyd  graduated  at  the  Berlin 
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High  School  and  Juniata  College  and  in  addition  took 
some  graduate  work  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  and 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Boyd  has  taught  school  in 
the  Pottstown  High  School  and  in  the  schools  of  Somer- 
set County.  He  entered  Bethany  in  September  of  1938. 
During  this  time  he  has  had  several  summers  of  valu- 
able preaching  experience  and  is  looking  forward  to  the 
pastorate.  Sharing  life  with  Boyd  Dickey  is  his  wife, 
Barbara  Francine,  whom  he  married  April  28,  1934. 
Mrs.  Dickey  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  R.  and  Laura  C. 
Berg  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.  Mrs.  Dickey  is  a  graduate 
of  California  State  Teachers'  College,  California,  Pa. 
Two  sons  grace  their  home — Bruce  B.,  born  Feb.  18, 
1936;  David  S.,  born  March  28,  1939. 

Ivan  Clyde  Feiierman  was  born  April  17,  1906,  in 
Montgomery  Township,  Indiana  County,  Pa.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Ellen  Fetterman.  Ivan  graduated  from 
Juniata  College  in  1936,  received  the  degree,  Master  of 
Education,  from  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  in  1938  and 
also  took  graduate  work  at  Princeton  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Harvard  University,  and  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  New  York  City.  He  taught  public  school  for 
ten  years  and  has  had  ten  years  of  experience  as  a  part- 
time  pastor  in  the  Montgomery  and  Penn  Run  churches 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  We  are  happy  that  Bro.  Fet- 
terman came  to  take  his  senior  year  of  seminary  work 
at  Bethany. 

James  Ford  was  born  April  17,  1902,  at  Alva,  Okla. 
He  is  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Ford  of  Aline, 
Okla.  James  attended  school  at  McPherson  College, 
Lewis  Institute,  Union  Theological  College,  and  the 
Northern  Baptist  Seminary  of  Chicago,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1937.  James  has  worked  his  way  through 
school,  showing  unusual  persistence  and  consecration. 
For  more  than  ten  years  he  has  worked  as  a  mail  han- 
dler for  the  Rock  Island  and  New  York  Central  Rail- 
roads. James  is  looking  forward  with  eagerness  to 
more  active  church  service.  Mrs.  Ford  is  the  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  G.  C.  Dresher  of  Canton,  Kans. 
She  graduated  from  McPherson  College  in  1929  and  re- 
ceived the  M.  A.  degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois 
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in  1940.  She  was  a  cataloger, 
Forsyth  Library,  Ft.  Hays  Kansas 
State  College,  1930-39. 

Merlin  E.  Garber  was  born 
March  26,  1912,  at  Ft.  Defiance,  Va. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  C.  and 
Estella  Houff  Garber.  Merlin  at- 
tended Bridgewater  College  for 
two  years  and  finished  his  college 
work  at  the  University  of  Illinois, 
graduating  during  the  school  ses- 
sion of  1936-37.  He  also  received 
the  M.  A.  degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois  in  1939. 
Merlin  has  attended  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  during 
the  last  two  years  and  will  receive  the  B.  D.  degree 
with  the  class  of  '41.  He  has  been  pastor  at  Champaign, 
111.,  since  June  1934,  and  is  continuing  this  work  which 
he  loves.  On  June  3,  1934,  Merlin  Garber  married 
Dorothy  Faw,  the  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ross 
A.  Faw  of  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  Mrs.  Garber  attended 
Bridgewater  College  from  1928-32.  Two  children  grace 
this  home:  Leland  Faw  Garber,  born  Aug.  9,  1938; 
Elaine  Estella  Garber,  born  March  4,  1940. 

John  D.  Long  was  born  Aug.  14,  1914,  at  Meyersdale, 
Pa.  He  is  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Daniel  W.  Long. 
John  graduated  from  Meyersdale  High  School  in  1932 
and  from  Juniata  College  in  1936.  He  preached  in  the 
Salisbury,  Maple  Glen,  Beachdale,  and  Garrett  church- 
es near  Meyersdale  from  1936  to  1938.  He  entered  Beth- 
any during  the  fall  of  1938  and  for  two  years  was  stu- 
dent pastor  at  Liberty  Mills,  Ind.  During  his  senior 
year,  John  has  been  president  of  the  student  body  at 
Bethany.     He  is  looking  forward  to  the  pastorate. 

Olden  D.  Mitchell  was  born  Sept.  14,  1912,  at  Boone 
Mill,  Va.  He  is  the  son  of  Elder  Z.  E.  and  Martha  Iken- 
berry  Mitchell.  Olden  attended  the  Boone  Mill  High 
School  for  three  years  and  graduated  from  the  Daleville 
Academy  in  1930.  He  graduated  from  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege in  1935.  Olden  had  a  number  of  summer  pastorates 
and  preached  at  the  Valley  Bethel  church,  Second  Vir- 
ginia, during  the  year  1935-36,  along  with  public  school 
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teaching.  From  1936-1938  he  served  the  Shippensburg 
and  Ridge  church  in  Southern  Pennsylvania.  He  en- 
tered Bethany  in  the  fall  of  1938  and  is  looking  forward 
with  interest  to  rural  pastoral  work.  Sharing  life  with 
Olden  Mitchell  is  Myrtle  Belle  Mitchell,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  June  1940.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  B.  M.  Hartgerink  of  Manistee,  Mich.  Mrs. 
Mitchell  graduated  from  Manchester  College  in  1939  and 
taught  for  a  year  in  the  high  school  at  Ida,  Mich.  This 
year  she  has  been  taking  graduate  work  with  her  hus- 
band at  Bethany. 

Galen  B.  Ogden  was  born  Feb.  18,  1913,  on  a  farm 
near  Unionville,  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Orlando  Ogden.  Galen  attended  Mount  Morris  and  Mc- 
pherson Colleges,  graduating  from  McPherson  the  spring 
of  1935  with  the  B.  S.  degree.  Following  graduation,  he 
married  Oma  Abuhl,  who  served  with  him  for  three 
years  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Monitor  church,  South- 
western Kansas.  In  the  spring  of  1938  Mrs.  Ogden  and 
their  son,  Dennis  Lee,  met  with  a  fatal  automobile  ac- 
cident. In  the  fall  of  1938,  Galen  entered  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary.  During  this  period  he  has  served  in  the 
offices  of  president  of  the  student  body,  director  of  the 
work  office,  and  for  a  period  was  student  pastor  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Monticello,  Ind.  He  is  look- 
ing forward  with  eagerness  to  a  life  of  active  church 
service. 

Newton  L.  Poling  was  born  March  25,  1914,  at  Philip- 
pi,  W.  Va.,  the  son  of  C.  H.  Poling,  deceased,  and  Willye 
Idleman  Poling.  He  graduated  from  Philippi  High 
School  in  1931.  He  attended  Alderson-Broaddus  Col- 
lege from  1931-34,  taught  two  years  in  the  rural  schools 
of  West  Virginia  and  attended  Bridgewater  College  for 
one  year,  graduating  in  1937.  Newton  attended  the 
Union  Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond,  Va.,  1937-39, 
while  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Hopewell  church.  He  en- 
tered Bethany  the  fall  of  1939  and  during  this  time 
served  as  a  summer  pastor  in  Greene  County,  Va.  New- 
ton is  looking  forward  to  active  pastoral  work,  especial- 
ly in  the  rural  field. 

Clarence  H.  Rosenberger  was  born  Sept.  6,  1914,  at 
Lansdale,  Pa.  He  is  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Elmer 
W.  Rosenberger.  Clarence  graduated  from  Lansdale 
High  School  in  1932  and  from  Juniata  College  in  1936. 
He  took  some  graduate  work  at  Temple  University, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  Clarence  served  as  summer  pastor  of 
the  Woodworth  church,  Ohio,  1938;  student  pastor  of 
the  Salem  church,  Northern  Indiana,  from  June  1939  to 
January  1941,  and  is  now  serving  as  student  pastor  of 
the  Osceola  church,  Northern  Indiana.  Clarence  Rosen- 
berger married  Ida  Rae  Neiderhiser  on  Sept.  3,  1939. 
Mrs.  Rosenberger  is  a  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister 
N.  E.  Neiderhiser  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  She  graduated 
from  Juniata  College  in  1934  and  has  taken  graduate 
work  at  the  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  The  Rosenbergers  are  anticipating 
an  active  life  of  pastoral  service. 

Walter  M.  Young  was  born  near  Westminster,  Md., 
Aug.  9,  1895.  He  is  the  son  of  David  Milton  and  Susan 
Alice  Young.  He  graduated  from  Blue  Ridge  College 
in  1925  and  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the  Meadow 
Branch  church  near  Westminster,  Md.  Bro.  Young  has 
held  pastorates  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.;  New  Philadel- 
phia, Ohio;  Canton,  Ohio;  Lansing,  Mich.  He  has 
served  the  Lansing  church  during  the  last  three  years 
while  a  student  at  Bethany.    This  church  has  decided  to 


begin  a  full-time  pastoral  program  Sept.  1  and  has 
called  Bro.  Young  to  serve  as  full-time  pastor.  On  Oct. 
12,  1915,  Walter  M.  Young  was  married  to  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Geiman,  daughter  of  David  R.  and  Ida  R.  Geiman. 
Mrs.  Young  attended  Blue  Ridge  College  and  has  taken 
work  at  Bethany  Bible  Training  School  in  preparation 
for  serving  with  her  husband  in  the  pastoral  field.  The 
Youngs  have  four  children:  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Leon 
DeLauter;  three  sons,  David  Geiman,  graduating  this 
year  at  Bethany  in  Sacred  Music;  Walter  M.  Jr.,  and 
Roland  S. 

Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr..  was  born  March  27,  1915,  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.  He  is  the  son  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Harry  K.  Zeller.  He  graduated  from  the  Hagerstown 
High  School  in  1932,  and  from  Bridgewater  College  in 

1936.  Harry  attended  the  Union  Theological  Seminary 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  1936-39,  and  while  there  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Hopewell,  Va., 
1936-37,  and  at  Richmond,  Va.,  1937-39.  He  represented 
the  Church  Committee  for  China  Relief  as  Field  Repre- 
sentative in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  during  the 
year  1939-1940.  Harry  has  been  active  in  young  peo- 
ple's work,  having  served  as  president  of  the  South- 
eastern B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinet,  1939-40  and  as  chairman  of 
the  National  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinet  during  the  same  period. 
We  are  happy  that  Harry  Zeller  came  to  Bethany  for 
his  senior  year  of  seminary  work.  During  this  year  he 
has  been  student  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  will  continue  as  full-time 
pastor.  Sharing  life  with  him  is  Juanita  H.  Zeller,  to 
whom  he  was  married  Sept.  5,  1939.  Mrs.  Zeller  is  the 
daughter  of  Elder  and  Mrs.  Q.  A.  Holsopple  of  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Pa.  She  has  taken  school  work  at  Juniata 
College,  1936-37,  Temple  University,  1937-39,  and  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  during  this  session. 

Olive  Yoder  Brighibill  was  born  Nov.  13,  1910,  at 
Salisbury,  Pa.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Elder  and  Mrs. 
G.  E.  Yoder  of  Scalp  Level,  Pa.  Mrs.  Brightbill  grad- 
uated from  Manchester  College  in  1931.     On  March  28, 

1937,  she  married  Elias  F.  Brightbill.  Two  children,  Syl- 
via and  Richard,  grace  this  home.  Mrs.  Brightbill  spent 
two  summers  at  Camp  Harmony  and  she  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  directing  the  Junior  Choir  at  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Chicago.  She  is  a  candidate  for  the 
Master  of  Religious  Education  degree. 

Anna  Beahm  Mow  was  born  at  Daleville,  Va.,  July 
31,  1893.  She  is  the  daughter  of  I.  N.  H.  and  Mary 
Bucher  Beahm.  She  graduated  from  Hebron  Seminary 
in  1914,  Manchester  College  in  1918,  and  received  her 
B.  D.  degree  from  Bethany  in  1921.  She  married  Bax- 
ter M.  Mow,  March  30,  1921.  The  following  year  they 
served  as  home  missionaries  in  Rappahannock  County, 
Va.,  and  for  another  year  taught  high  school  at  Nokes- 
ville,  Va.  In  September  of  1923  the  Mows  sailed  for 
India  as  missionaries.  They  have  spent  two  terms  on 
the  field.  Three  children  grace  their  home:  Lois  Anet- 
ta,  born  Dahanu,  India,  April  23,  1924;  Joseph  Baxter, 
born  Landour,  India,  July  10,  1926;  David  Merrill,  born 
Dahanu,  India,  Dec.  25,  1928.  We  are  glad  that  Mrs. 
Mow  returned  to  Bethany  for  her  Master  of  Religious 
Education  degree. 

Mary  Margaret  Parker  was  born  Dec.  22,  1913,  at  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  She  is  the  daughter  of  D.  R.  Parker, 
deceased,  and  Mrs.  Nondas  L.  Parker  of  Okeechobee, 
Fla.  She  graduated  from  the  Andrews  High  School, 
Indiana,  in  1929  and  from  Manchester  College  in  1933. 
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For  two  years  following  graduation  she  did  substitute 
teaching  and  worked  in  a  small  private  hospital  and  a 
doctor's  office.  During  the  winters  of  '35  and  '36  she 
continued  hospital  work  in  Sebring.  Because  of  her 
interest  in  the  cause  of  peace,  she  led  a  girl's  team  in 
the  Emergency  Peace  Campaign  the  summer  of  '36.  She 
taught  high  school  at  Etna  Green,  Ind.,  from  1936-38 
and  entered  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  the  fall  of  1938. 
Margaret  has  had  experience  in  vacation  school  and 
camp  work  in  Florida.  She  is  a  candidate  for  the  Mas- 
ter of  Religious  Education  degree. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Wieand  was  born  Dec.  4,  1914,  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George  B.  Wertz, 
deceased,  and  Blanche  Ober  Wertz.  She  graduated 
from  the  Johnstown  High  School  and  Juniata  College, 
receiving  the  B.  S.  degree  in  public  school  music.  Fol- 
lowing that  she  took  graduate  work  in  music  at  North- 
western University  and  spent  one  year  at  the  Biblical 
Seminary  in  New  York.  For  three  years,  she  taught 
music  and  English  in  the  J.  Leonard  Replogle  High 
School,  New  Enterprise,  Pa.  On  Aug.  26,  1939,  she  mar- 
ried David  J.  Wieand  of  Chicago,  111.  Both  David  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  are  teaching  in  Bethany  Bible  Training 
School.  Mary  Elizabeth  is  a  candidate  for  the  Master  of 
Religious  Education  degree. 


ADULT   CHRISTIAN  WORKERS 

Toward  Better  Homes 
Part  II.    Home  Atmosphere 

Scripture:     Gen.   28:16-17;   Deut.   6:7 
Sunday,   April   27 

I.  The  Situation 

Spiritual  atmosphere  is  hard  to  define,  but  it  is  real 
and  powerful.  Every  home  has  an  influence  which  af- 
fects favorably  or  unfavorably  all  who  enter  it,  or 
meet  the  family.  Home  is  either  a  place  of  harmony, 
love,-  joy,  helpfulness,  faith,  hope,  or  the  opposites. 
Atmosphere  is  a  compound  of  persons  and  things.  The 
home's  greatest  influence  is  on  the  little  child,  but  all 
are  affected. 

II.  How  may  the  atmosphere  of  the  home  be  improved? 

1.  Let  the  parents  try  to  square  their  daily  living 
with  their  profession  and  their  best  thinking. 

2.  Let  the  parents  endeavor  to  give  the  children 
moral  and  spiritual  guidance.  Religion  should  be 
taught   (Deut.  6:4-9). 

3.  Parents  are  workmen  and  should  study  how  to 
teach  religion  (2  Tim.  2:15). 

4.  Parents  should  realize  that  the  Sunday  school  is 
not  a  substitute  for  the  home  in  teaching  religion.  It 
can  often  help  the  parents  with  their  task  when  co- 
operation is  right. 

5.  The  atmosphere  of  prayer  may  be  developed 
through  bedtime  prayers,  grace  at  the  table,  family 
worship,  private  devotion. 

6.  Religious  music,  Bible  stories  and  pictures,  plus 
the  prayer  life  of  the  household  create  in  a  large 
measure  the  religious  atmosphere  of  a  home. 

7.  Families  will  do  well  to  share  their  experience  in 
trying  to  improve  the  atmosphere  of  the  home. 


MUSIC 

"Let  the  Whole  Church  Sing" 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  benefited  greatly 
from  congregational  singing.  Let  us  not  lose  this 
means  of  grace. 

Why  not  announce  two  weeks  ahead  that  your  church 
will  sponsor  an  "All  Church  Sing"  on  a  certain  Sun- 
day evening  for  one  full  hour.  Have  it  understood 
that  all  age  groups  are  expected  to  be  present.  Your 
best  song  leader  should  be  in  charge,  backed  up  by 
the  minister.  The  choir,  if  you  have  one,  will  be  pres- 
ent, but  not  in  the  choir  loft.  They  should  be  placed 
in  four  definite  places  in  the  congregation  according  to 
the  parts  they  sing.  It  will  be  understood  by  all  that 
each  person  of  the  congregation  may  join  one  of  these 
groups  according  to  his  or  her  voice  range.  The  un- 
trained voices  will  profit,  it  is  hoped,  by  hearing  the 
trained  voices. 

The  leader,  in  selecting  the  hymns,  should  see  that 
some  are  old,  some  new.  They  may  be  selected  ac- 
cording to  a  definite  theme  or  otherwise.  The  specific 
aim  of  the  hour  is  not  worship,  but  worship  may  easily 
be  a  result.  The  leader  should  feel  perfectly  free  to> 
give  such  interpretation  to  the  hymns  and  such  train- 
ing in  the  mechanics  of  singing  as  are  necessary. 

This  effort  may  be  repeated  as  often  as  desired,  once 
a  week  for  a  period  of  weeks,  or  every  night  for  a 
week,  or  just  once  in  awhile.  Such  an  effort,  honestly 
made,  would  certainly  be  a  lift  to  any  congregation. 


CHILDREN'S  WORK 

Victrola  Records  for  Use  With  Small  Children 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 
Beginning  April  15  victrola  sales  rooms  over  the 
country  will  have  available  a  set  of  records  for  use  in 
the  home  with  small  children,  entitled  "Sleepytime 
Songs."  They  are  a  new  venture  in  victrola  records 
and  it  is  hoped  that  many  persons  and  groups  will  be 
interested  in  experimenting  with  them.  The  price  is 
all  right.  They  will  be  available  for  $1  a  set,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Snuggle    Down   Lullaby 

What  Is   God   Like? 

Lullaby   of  Little   Ones 

I  Took  a  Walk  in  the  Woods 

Songs  of  Growing  Things 
Children  of   America 

This  means  that  there  are  three  double-faced  rec- 
ords. They  will  be  10  inches  in  size  and  packaged  in 
an  illustrated  paper  cover. 

Mrs.  Olive  K.  Volkmar,  of  Evanston,  111.,  is  the  author. 
Karolyn  Harris,  who  has  been  Singing  Lady  on  the 
Carnation  Hour,  does  the  reading  and  singing  parts; 
Allan  Grant,  staff  pianist  for  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company,  at  Chicago,  wrote  and  plays  the  music. 

The  fact  that  this  material  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Education  means  that  all  of  the 
records  have  a  religious  approach  and  any  mothers  of 
small  children  will  recognize  the  value  upon  hearing 
any  one  of  them. 
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^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

To  Editors,  Writers  and  Preachers 

The  Gospel  Messenger  has  been  coming  into  many  of 
our  homes  for  many  years.  In  recent  weeks  it  has  been 
going  into  thousands  of  homes  for  the  first  time.  The 
folks  who  had  been  receiving  it  under  the  old  plan  sub- 
scribed for  it  because  they  really  wanted  it.  It  was 
rather  a  select  group  of  people.  Most  of  them  had  an 
active  interest  in  the  general  program  of  the  church. 
Many  were  officers  and  leaders.  Now  it  is  going  into 
many  homes,  not  because  the  folks  necessarily  wanted 
it,  but  because  the  church  felt  it  is  needed  in  every 
church  home.  Its  circulation  therefore  reaches  all  class- 
es of  church  homes.  This  creates  a  situation  that  the 
editors  and  writers  should  seriously  consider  in  prepar- 
ing the  contents  of  the  Messenger. 

Many  writers  write  as  they  are  able  to  write,  not  as 
their  readers  are  able  to  understand  or  read.  The  same 
is  true  of  many  preachers.  They  have  had  unusual  op- 
portunities to  prepare  themselves  for  their  work — col- 
lege, seminary,  travel,  etc.  It  is  true  that  we  must 
present  something  which  will  challenge  the  thought  of 
the  highly  educated  ones  in  our  audiences.  But  we 
must  remember  that  most  of  our  hearers  have  not  had 
opportunities  equal  to  ours.  Therefore,  when  we  speak 
to  and  for  the  educated  ones,  the  others  may  not  be  able 
to  understand  us.  Jesus  taught,  not  as  he  was  able  to 
teach,  but  as  his  hearers  were  able  to  hear. 

Consider  the  person  who  never  went  to  high  school 
or  maybe  never  even  finished  the  grades;  consider  the 
busy  farmer  or  his  wife,  the  miners  or  laborers;  one  who 
never  attends  a  convention  or  services  outside  his  own 
church.  Then  take  a  copy  of  the  Messenger,  an  average 
copy,  and  go  through  it  for  material  which  will  appeal 
to  and  will  be  understood  by  such  as  named  above.  I 
am  not  criticizing  just  for  the  sake  of  criticism.  But  I 
believe  that  group  has  been  neglected.  Perhaps  you 
have  heard  it  said,  "I  read  the  Messenger  but  I  can't 
get  anything  out  of  it.  There  is  really  no  need  of  my 
getting  it." 

Many  churches  today  are  comparatively  empty 
because  the  sermons  preached  are  "over  the  heads" 
of  many  of  the  people,  and  then  we  wonder  why 
our  people  are  flocking  to  hear  some  of  these  preachers 
who  come  into  our  communities  representing  some 
"ism,"  or  preaching  the  "old  gospel."  No  preacher  or 
church  has  a  monopoly  on  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  recognize  it  the  way  some 
preachers  dress  it  up.  I  maintain  that  if  we  present 
the  gospel  in  a  simple  but  dignified  manner,  so  that  the 
common  people  can  understand  it,  they  will  appreciate 
it  and  our  church  attendance  will  show  it.  One  of  the 
finest  compliments  I  ever  had  on  a  sermon  was  by  a 
member  who  had  just  recently  begun  to  attend  church 
after  an  absence  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  when  he  said, 
"I  surely  enjoyed  that  sermon.  You  made  everything 
so  plain." 

A  good  lady  in  a  rural  section  some  years  ago  asked 
me  if  I  had  gone  to  seminary.  Upon  receiving  a  nega- 
tive reply,  she  said,  "I  feel  sometimes  you  are  better 
off  and  can  do  more  effective  work  if  you  don't."  Her 
pastor  was  a  young  man,  a  seminary  graduate.  He 
showed  his  training  in  such  a  way  that  it  was  difficult 
for  his  people  to  understand  him.     Our  training,  what- 


ever it  is,  should  make  us  more  useful  in  the  Master's 
service. 

Since  the  Messenger  will  find  its  way  into  homes  of 
nonchurch-going  members,  its  message  to  them  should 
supply  such  instruction,  information,  encouragement, 
guidance  and  exhortation  as  they  would  receive  from 
the  pulpit  if  they  were  in  church.  Since  it  is  the  Gospel 
Messenger,  it  should  be  a  carrier  of  the  gospel  message. 
It  goes  into  many  nonmember  homes.  To  these  it  should 
carry  the  message  of  salvation,  Bible  exposition,  church 
doctrines,  the  explanation  of  and  the  reasons  for  such 
doctrines. 

In  many  congregations  the  present  Improved  Club 
Plan  is  an  experiment  for  this  year.  If  the  Messenger 
meets  the  needs  of  these  people  they  will  want  to  con- 
tinue it.  Otherwise  we  had  just  as  well  return  to  the 
old  plan. 

Personally  I  appreciate  the  help  this  will  give  in  my 
pastoral  work.  I  feel  very  keenly  the  need  for  our 
church  people  to  have  this  contact  with  the  work  of  the 
church.  It  should  help  in  many  ways,  and  I  believe  it 
will. 


Salisbury,  Pa. 


A.  Jay  Replogle. 


In  Memory  of  Elder  John  Flory 

On  March  6,  1941,  Elder  John  Flory  passed  to  his  re- 
ward at  the  age  of  86  years,  7  months  and  18  days.  He 
was  born  in  Adams  Township,  Defiance  County,  Ohio, 

July  18,  1854.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  the  adjoining 
township  near  Jewell,  Ohio, 
the  last  of  the  seven  chil- 
dren of  Eld.  John  and 
Susanna   Noffsinger  Flory. 

He  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann  Shock  on  Dec.  17,  1876, 
and  six  children — two  sons 
and  four  daughters — were 
given  them.  The  two  sons 
and  two  of  the  daughters 
survive  him.  One  daughter 
died  in  childhood,  his  wife 
was  called  away  June  17, 
1915,  and  his  second  daugh- 
ter went  to  her  eternal  home  in  1924.  She  was  Nora  E. 
Berkebile,  who  with  her  husband  spent  a  term  of  serv- 
ice as  missionaries  in  India  until  they  were  forced  to  re- 
turn by  the  failure  of  Bro.  Berkebile's  health. 

Bro.  Flory  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  1895  at  the 
age  of  41.  At  that  age  most  men  would  hesitate  to  ac- 
cept such  a  responsibility;  but  it  was  characteristic  of 
him  that  when  the  church  asked  anything  of  him,  he 
responded  with  all  that  he  had.  Though  he  had  only  a 
common  school  education,  he  was  a  clear  thinker  and 
made  his  Bible  a  lifelong  study.  In  consequence,  his 
was  an  effective  ministry.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership  about  1908,  and  for  years  was  in  charge  of  the 
Poplar  Ridge  church.  To  this  church  he  gave  the  best 
that  he  had;  as  a  result  it  grew  and  prospered  under 
his  care.  So  well  did  his  influence  permeate  his  com- 
munity that  he  was  called  on  to  preach  almost  500 
funerals  during  his  ministry,  not  only  for  his  own  peo- 
ple, but  for  those  of  every  denomination  in  the  com- 
munity and  for  those  of  no  denomination. 
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Two  Catholic  friends  who  had  often  enjoyed  the  hos- 
pitality of  his  home  asked  the  privilege  of  writing  his 
obituary  for  the  funeral.  Two  quotations  from  what 
they  wrote  are  pertinent: 

"No  man  more  strongly  possessed  the  characteristic 
of  unswerving  constancy  to  his  friends.  Never  doubt- 
ing, never  fearing,  he  was  always  ready  with  a  strong 
arm  to  lean  upon,  a  true  heart  to  confide  in,  and  with 
instant  response  to  every  call  made  upon  him  as  a  spir- 
itual comforter  and  as  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens 
of  his  community." 

"It  was  in  the  tranquility  of  his  home,  where  the  spirit 
of  love  and  duty  wisely  ruled,  where  the  daily  life  was 
honest,  sensible,  kind  and  loving,  that  he  found  his  high- 
est peace  and  happiness;  and  no  one  knew  better  than 
he,  from  a  glad  and  bright  experience,  that  earth  holds 
no  joy  so  sweet  as  the  quiet  contentment,  the  gentle  and 
confiding  love,  the  serene  and  hallowed  associations 
that  cluster  around  the  Christian  home.  It  was  in  the 
daily  tenderness  and  devotion  of  domestic  life  that  the 
golden  threads  were  so  wrought  into  the  texture  of  his 
moral  character  and  spiritual  life  as  to  give  him  calm 
and  peaceful  entrance  into  the  beautiful  home  of  the 
soul." 

The  funeral  was  held  at  his  home  church  where  he 
had  so  often  ministered  from  the  Word  of  God,  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  March  9.  An  audience  of  neighbors  and 
friends  filled  the  auditorium  of  the  church  and  a  good 
part  of  the  basement,  in  tribute  to  his  memory.  The 
service  was  conducted  by  Brethren  Jay  Hornish,  Harold 
R.  Myers  and  the  writer.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  by 
the  side  of  his  companion  whose  memory  he  had  cher- 
ished for  the  more  than  twenty-five  years  that  death  had 
separated  them.  "Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord." 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Edward  Kintner. 


The  Yosts  Wed  Fifty  Years 

Brother  and  Sister  O.  P.  Yost  of  Hughson,  Calif.,  were  the 
honored  couple  March  9,  1941,  celebrating  their  fiftieth  wedding 
anniversary.  They  were  married  March  10,  1891,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  an  uncle  of  the  bride. 

One  hundred  eighty-seven  guests  were  greeted  by  the  couple, 
who  were  seated  under  an  arch  entwined  with  jasmine  and  cen- 


tered with  two  golden  bells.  In  the  background  hung  a  picture 
taken  in  their  early  married  life. 

At  noon  forty-two  relatives  and  friends  were  served  a  turkey 
dinner.  They  were  seated  around  tables  appropriately  decor- 
ated with  gold  cord  and  bells.  It  was  regretted  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Yost  was  unable  to  attend  as  she  was  in  southern  California. 

Open   house   was   held   from    2:00   until   6:00    o'clock.     At   3:00 


o'clock  a  short  service  was  held  by  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen,  pastor 
of  the  Empire  church.  After  this  M.  T.  Killingsworth,  a  nephew 
from  Long  Beach,  gave  an  interesting  history  of  their  married 
life.  Musical  numbers  were  rendered  by  some  of  the  grand- 
children. 

Brother  and  Sister  Yost  were  both  born  in  Missouri.  In  1897 
they  moved  to  California,  making  their  home  most  of  the  time 
in  Glendora.  They  were  charter  members  of  that  church  and 
Bro.  Yost  was   elected   deacon  in   1903. 

In  1915  the  family  moved  near  Empire,  the  church  which  they 
attended  regularly  until  ill  health  overtook  them. 

Brother  and  Sister  Yost  have  three  living  children,  all  of  Cal- 
ifornia: Herbert  of  Modesto,  Dorothy  Byfield  of  Hughson  and 
Anna  Shively  of  Fellows.  Olive  Jane  passed  away  in  infancy. 
They   have    eleven    grandchildren. 

All  of  their  many  friends  wish  them  God's  richest  blessings. 

Fellows,  Calif.  Anna  Shively. 


Mrs.  Mary  Bosserman 

Mary  Bosserman  was  born  July  16,  1844,  near  Columbus  Grove, 
Ohio.  She  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  C.  R. 
Burnette,  in  Columbus  Grove,  Nov.  7,  1940,  having  reached  the 
ripe  old  age  of  96  years,  3  months  and  21  days.     Although  her 

age  was  greatly  prolonged,  she 
enjoyed  more  than  a  reasonable 
degree  of  good  health,  even  in  the 
latter  end  of  her  life.  Her  pass- 
ing came  quickly  and  unexpect- 
edly. In  her  departure  she  left 
the  witness  of  the  Lord's  keeping 
power,  even  to  the  end. 

In  young  womanhood  she  was 
married  to  Oliver  Dunlap.  Three 
children  were  given  to  this 
union.  All  of  them,  however, 
and  also  their  father,  preceded 
her  in  death.  Later  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Newton  Pugh.  "Aunt 
Mary,"  as  we  all  knew  her.  came 
into  the  Pugh  home  where  she 
mothered  the  three  sons  of  Mr. 
Pugh  in  a  very  gracious  way. 
The  sons  were  Frank,  Harry  and 
Hort.  Five  children  were  given 
to  this  union,  two  passing  on  a 
number  of  years  ago.  Those 
who  continue  to  abide  are  Mrs. 
C.  R.  Burnette,  Columbus  Grove,  Ohio;  Mrs.  R.  C.  Ketzenberger, 
Rawson,  Ohio;  and  R.  D.  Pugh,  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Some  time  after  the  passing  of  Mr.  Pugh  she  was  again  united 
in  marriage,  this  time  to  Elder  Eleiazar  Bosserman.  He  passed 
away  twenty-five  years  ago.  As  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Bosserman  family,  again  she  did  her  part  in  a  noble  manner  as  a 
mother  to  the  Bosserman  household.  The  stepchildren  that  re- 
main are  Mrs.  R.  C.  Donaldson,  Williamstown,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Melis- 
sa Hauman,  Findlay,  Ohio;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Krabill,  Denton,  Md.;  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Tombaugh,  Clarkville,  Mich.;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Kepler,  Lake 
Odessa,  Mich.;  Elder  L.  D.  Bosserman,  Riverside,  Calif.;  and 
Elder  W.  P.  Bosserman,  West  Plains,  Mo.  Another  of  close  fam- 
ily relationship  is  a  foster  daughter,  Mrs.  Ella  Sharp,  Findlay, 
Ohio. 

Ninety-six  years  is  a  long  life  as  men  count  years.  The  fore- 
going makes  mention  of  many  adversities  as  this  dear  soul 
traveled  over  life's  uncertain  pathway.  But  none  ever  heard 
her  complain  because  of  the  hardships  of  the  way.  Instead  of 
giving  manifestation  to  complaint,  she  took  her  experiences  of 
affliction  as  opportunities  to  bring  glory  to  God.  She  showed 
constantly  that  he  is  greater  than  any  inconvenience  that  may 
befall  us  on  the  road  that  leads  to  the  City  of  Many  Mansions. 
She  was  certain  of  the  terminal,  that  it  would  be  a  place  where 
she  would  not  only  meet  those  gone  before,  but  that  in  this 
place  she  would  learn  why  there  were  so  often  days  when  the 
sun  seemed  to  refuse  to  shine.  She  lived  a  life  which  magnified 
the  Christ  who  had  saved  her  many  years  before.  She  knew 
that  the  sufferings  of  the  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  the  better  land. 
And  with  such  a  confidence  of  faith  she  took  her  departure  from 
her  loved  ones  to  whom  she  had  been  such  a  blessing.  Her  chil- 
dren, and  many  others,  unite  in  calling  her  blessed.  For  many 
years  she  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Eagle  Creek  church. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  from  the  home  of  her  daughter 
in  Columbus  Grove,   in  charge  of  her  pastor,  who  was   assisted 
by  the  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  N.  H.  Bradley.    Her 
body  rests  in  the  Maple  Grove  cemetery  at  Bluffton. 
Williamstown,    Ohio.  Jesse   J.    Anglemyer. 


Death  of  S.  L.  Huffman 

A  long  and  useful  life,  spent  in  the  service  of  his  Master,  came 
peacefully  to  a  close  when  Samuel  Lewis  Huffman  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus,  Sunday,  Feb.  23,  1941.  He  had  been  suffering  from  heart 
attacks.  The  fatal  stroke  came  as  members  of  the  family  were 
arising  to  take  up  the  duties  of  the  day.     He  led  a  very  active 
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life,  and  was  seldom  absent  from  the  services  of  the  Lord's 
house. 

Samuel  Lewis  Huffman,  son  of  Frank  and  Rebecca  Whitmore 
Huffman,  was  born  at  the  old  Huffman  homestead  near  Center- 
ville,  Augusta  County,  Va.,  Oct.  28,  1857.  He  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Minnie,  near  Churchville,  Va.,  Feb.  23,  1941,  aged 
83  years,  3  months   and   26   days. 

He  was  married  Jan.  12,  1879,  by  John  Flory  to  Mary  Jane 
Craun  of  Centerville.  Sister  Huffman  preceded  her  husband 
Feb.  11,  1928.  Eight  children  came  to  bless  this  union.  One 
daughter  died  in  infancy,  and  one,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Zigler,  in  1936. 
He  leaves  five  daughters:  Mrs.  S.  A.  Kniceley,  Kirkville,  N.  J.; 
Mrs.  O.  F.  Foley,  Bridgewater,  Va.;  Mrs.  C.  Guy  Stoutamyer, 
Lone  Fountain,  Va.;  Mrs.  E.  D.  Smith,  Churchville,  Va.;  and 
Mrs.  H.  F.  Rexrode  of  Sacramento,  Calif.;  and  an  only  son,  E.  L. 
Huffman,  Bridgeport,  N.  Y.;  twenty-four  grandchildren,  ten 
great-grandchildren;  one  sister,  Mrs.  John  Wagner,  Bridgewater; 
one  half  sister,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hawkins,  Weyers  Cave;  two  half 
brothers,  B.  L.  Huffman,  Weyers  Cave,  Va.;  and  S.  H.  Huffman, 
Mt.   Sidney,  Va. 

Bro.  Huffman's  family,  as  well  as  Sister  Huffman's,  were  of  the 
Lutheran  faith,  but  some  good  brother — whose  name  and  fame 
are  not  known — but  who  was  given  to  preaching  the  gospel  with 
no  uncertain  sound,  led  them  to  become  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  The  family  lived  in  the  bounds  of  the  Barren 
Ridge  church  for  a  number  of  years,  where  most  of  their  child- 
ren were  born.  Sometimes  during  these  years  he  was  called  to 
the  deacon's  office. 

In  the  spring  of  1899  they  bought  a  farm  and  moved  to  the 
home  near  Churchville,  where  years  were  spent  and  their  work 
done.  After  Sister  Huffman's  death,  Bro.  Huffman  lived  among 
his  children,  mostly  with  Mrs.  Smith  and  his  son.  For  forty- 
two  years  he  had  held  his  membership  in  the  Elk  Run  church. 
Being  one  of  the  deacons,  he  gave  much  time  to  the  work  of 
the  church.  He  also  served  for  thirteen  consecutive  years  as 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  for  many  years  as 
teacher  of  the  adult  Bible  class.  The  Huffman  home  was  one 
given  to  hospitality.  The  aim  of  his  life  seemed  to  be  to  glorify 
God   by   his   daily   living. 

The   funeral  was  held   from  the  Elk  Run  church   on   Feb.   25, 

with  Dr.  Jno.  S.  Flory  conducting  the  services,  assisted  by  Bro. 

C.  G.  Hesse,  also  of  Bridgewater.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Elk   Run   cemetery. 


Churchville,  Va. 


Zada  E.  Collins. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Bookhout-Anderson. — Vernon  Bookhout  and  Lucile  Anderson, 
both  of  Salem,  111.,  in  the  bride's  home,  by  the  undersigned. 
March  23. — Oliver  Dearing,   Calhoun,  111. 

Builer-Kinlzel. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home  near  Pine 
Grove,  Pa.,  March  22,  1941,  Leonard  F.  Butler  and  Elizabeth  Mae 
Kintzel,  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jessie  Kintzel.  Both  are 
from  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  and  will  reside  on  his  farm  near  the  city. 
— D.  Franklin  Painter,  Pine   Grove,  Pa. 

Schrock-Sass. — Carl  W.  Schrock,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Schrock  of  South  Waterloo,  and  Laurine  Albertine  Emelie  Sass, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  F.  Sass  of  Washburn,  Iowa,  Dec. 
29,  in  the  Trinity  Lutheran  church  by  Rev.  G.  E.  Melchert,  Wat- 
erloo,  Iowa. — J.   W.   Schrock,   Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Shanholtz-Yingling. — By  the  undersigned,  March  1,  1941,  in  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Oscar  Shanholtz  and  Helen  T. 
Yingling,  both  of  Baltimore,  Md.— I.  S.  Long,  Baltimore,  Md. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Beagle,  Jane,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Margaret  Harshe,  was 
born  at  Ada,  Ohio,  Dec.  7,  1865,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1941,  at  her 
home  at  Arrowwood,  Alberta,  after  a  short  illness.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  before  she  married  John  Pres- 
ley Beagle.  After  her  marriage  she  united  with  the  Brethren 
Church,  in  which  she  was  a  devoted  and  faithful  worker.  In 
1896  the  family  moved  to  North  Dakota,  where  they  were  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  to  organize  the  Kenmare  church.  It  was 
here  in  1905  that  her  husband  died.  The  family  moved  on  to 
Alberta  in  1906  to  endure  again  the  hardships  of  settling  a  new 
country.  In  addition  to  caring  for  her  large  family  she  found 
time  to  minister  to  the  sick  in  the  community.  Truly  her  life 
was  one  of  unselfish  service.  One  son  and  one  daughter  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  Surviving  are  three  sisters,  two  brothers, 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  thirty-four  grandchildren  and  eight 
great-grandchildren.  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  S.  Culp  of  Albany,  Oregon.  Interment  was  in  the  Arrow- 
wood  cemetery. — Mrs.  R.  L.  Culp,  Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada. 


Bowley,  Evelyn  Setty,  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  10,  1909,  and  departed  this  life  March  12,  1941.  She  came  to 
Middletown  with  her  parents  before  she  was  one  year  of  age. 
Here  she  grew  to  womanhood,  attending  the  South  school  and 
graduating  from  the  city  high  school.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Harry  Bowley,  and  to  them  there  was  born  one  daugh- 
ter, who  was  only  eighteen  months  of  age  when  her  father 
passed  away.  Ruth,  too,  was  called  by  the  death  angel  in  her 
seventh  year.  Evelyn  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  her  girlhood.  Her  great  joy  was  to  worship  in  the  church 
of  her  choice,  where  she  was  very  active  as  long  as  health  per- 
mitted. She  bore  her  long  suffering  patiently.  She  received 
the  anointing  service  on  Easter  Day,  March  24,  1940.  She  leaves 
her  mother,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Her  friendly  disposi- 
tion and  pleasant  manner  won  the  esteem  and  kindly  regard  of 
all  with  whom  she  associated.  Services  were  held  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler. — Margie  B. 
Young,   Middletown,    Ohio. 

Bowman,  Lessie,  the  oldest  of  eleven  children  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Felix  May,  was  born  on  Jan.  11,  1897,  near 
Mathias,  W.  Va.,  and  died  at  the  Emergency  hospital,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  March  3,  1941.  Early  in  life,  while  the  family  lived 
in  the  Belmont  congregation,  she  was  baptized  by  Bro.  I.  M. 
Neff.  Later  the  family  located  at  Bristow.  While  living  here 
she  was  a  student  at  Hebron  Seminary,  Nokesville,  Va.  In  1921 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Wilbur  I.  Bowman  of  Oakton. 
Their  entire  married  life  was  spent  on  a  dairy  farm  near  the 
Oakton  church.  Sister  Bowman  had  two  major  interests,  her 
home  and  church.  She  was  a  faithful  wife  and  mother  and  a 
capable  homemaker.  She  gave  devoted  care  to  her  husband's 
parents  during  their  declining  years,  and  aided  in  the  care  of 
several  nieces  and  nephews  by  taking  them  into  her  home. 
Her  husband  was  a  deacon  in  the  church  and  she  was  a  true 
helpmate.  Probably  her  largest  contribution  in  recent  years  was 
serving  as  teacher  of  the  beginner  class  of  the  Oakton  church. 
She  was  devoted  to  this  age  group  and  found  a  ready  response 
in  them.  During  the  past  fall  she  underwent  a  major  operation 
from  which  she  had  largely  recovered.  Three  weeks  before  her 
death  she  was  stricken  with  influenza,  which  later  developed  in- 
to pneumonia.  It  was  during  this  last  illness  that  she  called  for 
the  anointing  service  to  be  administered  by  her  elder  and  pas- 
tor. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  her  parents,  four  brothers  and  six  sisters.  Funeral 
services  in  the  Oakton  church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  E.  E. 
Neff  and  A.  J.  Caricofe.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  by  the 
church. — Mrs.  Pearl  R.  Miller,  Vienna,  Va. 

Cupp,  Mattie  Jane,  daughter  of  the  late  Newton  and  Bettie 
Driver  Cupp,  was  born  near  Ottobine,  Va.,  Nov.  12,  1905,  and 
died  of  complications  at  a  hospital  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  March  16, 
1941,  following  an  illness  of  several  years.  Ten  years  ago  she 
went  to  Ohio  to  live  with  relatives.  She  possessed  a  quiet  and 
unassuming  manner,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  since  childhood.  She  is  survived  by  two  brothers,  three 
sisters  and  a  number  of  nephews  and  nieces.  Services  were 
held  in  the  Branch  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren  J.  M. 
Foster  and  Isaac  Garber.  Interment  was  in  the  near-by  ceme- 
tery.— Hazel   M.    Foster,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

Decker,  William  Lewis,  was  born  on  Nov.  2,  1875,  at  Sundale, 
Ohio.  When  a  young  man  he  left  Ohio  and  went  to  Madison 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming 
for  a  long  period  of  years.  On  Oct.  15,  1902,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Inez  Smith.  To  this  union  one  son  was  born,  who 
preceded  his  father  in  death  on  Feb.  14,  1926.  In  1917  the  family 
moved  to  Colorado.  They  spent  some  time  in  the  vicinity  of 
Colorado  Springs  seeking  a  suitable  climate  for  the  ailing  son. 
Later  they  came  to  Haxtun.  Here  again  he  was  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  farming,  together  with  working  at  the  trade  of 
carpentering.  On  May  9,  1929,  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Haxtun,  in  which  faith  he  continued  to  serve  his 
Lord  until  the  time  of  his  death.  After  a  long  period  of  sick- 
ness, which  occasioned  much  suffering,  he  died  March  5,  1941. 
Besides  his  wife  there  remain  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Fu- 
neral services  in  the  church  in  Haxtun  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
E.  F.  Weaver.  Burial  was  in  the  Haxtun  cemetery. — Mrs.  War- 
ren Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

Harry,  Mary  Ann  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  T.  Harry,  died 
at  her  home  in  Mt.  Airy  on  March  6  at  the  age  of  79  years. 
A  shut-in  for  a  number  of  years,  she  bore  her  suffering  with 
patience  and  showed  a  beautiful  Christian  character.  She  had 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  Church  for  forty-five 
years.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two  daughters,  four  broth- 
ers, two  sisters  and  seventeen  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
in  the  Locust  Grove  church  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  David  Klein, 
assisted  by  Wm.  E.  Baker.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — B.   R.   Purdum,    Mt.    Airy,   Md. 

Holderman,  Frank,  aged  80  years,  11  months  and  28  days,  died 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Nappanee,  Ind.,  March  8,  1941.  He 
was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  Wheeler  Holderman,  the  sec- 
ond child  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  He  spent  his  entire  life 
in  his  home  vicinity.  Bro.  Holderman  seemed  in  good  health 
and  attended  services  quite  regularly  until  two  weeks  prior  to 
his  passing,  when  he  took  suddenly  ill  with  pneumonia.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  married  life. 
In  1882  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Matilda  Clay,  who 
passed  away  in  1914.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born.  He 
was  later  united  in  marriage  to  Lydia  Hinebaugh  Swinehart;  she 
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preceded  him  in  death  in  May  1940.  He  is  survived  by  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  also  one  stepson,  eighteen  grandchildren, 
two  step-grandchildren,  thirteen  great-grandchildren,  three 
brothers,  three  half  brothers  and  one  half  sister.  Services  were 
conducted  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  David  Metzler, 
with  his  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  assisting.  Interment  was  in 
the  Union  Center  cemetery.— Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Janich,  Michael,  was  born  in  Serbia,  April  15,  1895,  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  Middletown,  Ohio,  March  9,  1941.  In  early 
youth  he  became  a  member  of  the  St.  John's  church,  but  after 
his  marriage,  Nov.  27,  1914,  to  Maude  Hall  he  expressed  church 
preference,  but  never  became  a  member  of  any  other  church. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  his  untimely  departure  his  wife,  a  son  and 
a  daughter,  one  grandson  and  two  brothers  of  Woodland,  Pa. 
Services  were  held  in  the  Brethren  church  by  the  undersigned. 
— C.  Walter  Warstler,  Middletown,  Ohio. 

King,  Emma  Cathrine  Rohrer,  was  born  April  19,  1855,  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  and  passed  away  March  8,  1941.  On  Oct. 
26,  1856,  her  parents  moved  to  Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  where  she  grew 
to  womanhood,  joined  the  Brethren  church  and  on  Aug.  31,  1887, 
was  married  to  Samuel  L.  King.  In  the  spring  of  1897  they 
moved  to  Cando,  where  they  have  since  made  their  home.  Sur- 
viving are  her  husband,  three  children,  two  stepchildren,  one 
sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  from  the 
Brethren  church  in  Cando,  conducted  by  the  undersigned.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Cando  cemetery. — W.  W.  Smeltzer,  Cando,  N. 
Dak. 

King,  Warding,  son  of  Bro.  Harvey  and  Sister  Lillian  King, 
was  born  April  18,  1921.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  three 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Lives  have  been  touched  with  sorrow 
because  of  his  untimely  passing,  but  some  day  we  may  under- 
stand. Services  from  the  Montgomery  Church  of  the  Brethren 
were  in  charge  of  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  assisted  by  Bro.  Oran 
Fyock.  Interment  was  in  the  East  Mahoning  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Annie   S.   Walker,   Rochester   Mills,    Pa. 

Landis,  Charles  Henry,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Landis,  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  July  18,  1866.  Fifty-four 
years  ago  he  came  to  Indiana  and  after  his  marriage  on  Feb.  27, 
1891,  to  Mary  Ellen  Weaver,  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Weaver, 
he  located  in  Kosciusko  County.  One  daughter  was  born  to  this 
union.  Later  he  moved  to  Wabash  County,  where  he  lived  until 
the  time  he  retired  from  active  farming  in  October  1939.  It 
was  then  that  he  moved  to  the  home  of  his  daughter,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  on  March  14,  1941.  Mr.  Landis  was  a  good 
citizen,  a  good  husband  and  father,  and  was  well  known  in 
both  Wabash  and  Kosciusko  counties.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  the  daughter,  three  grandchildren,  a  brother  and  a  sister. 
The  funeral  service  was  conducted  at  the  West  Manchester 
church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver. — 
H.  L.  Hartsough,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Leedy.  Mary  Naomi,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Edna  Leslie 
Leedy,  was  born  July  11,  1911,  at  Sidney,  Ind.  When  she  was 
a  year  and  a  half  old  the  family  moved  to  North  Manchester. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twelve. 
She  departed  this  life  on  March  16,  1941.  She  leaves  a  maternal 
grandfather,  mother,  three  sisters  and  a  brother.  Her  father 
preceded  her  in  death  six  months  ago.  The  funeral  service  con- 
ducted at  the  Manchester  church  was  in  charge  of  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Eld.  Edward  Kintner.— H.  L.  Hartsough,  North 
Manchester,   Ind. 

Lloyd,  Lewis  Henry,  was  born  in  Paris,  111.,  March  6,  1884,  the 
son  of  the  late  William  and  Lydia  Lloyd  of  Charleston,  111.  He 
disappeared  from  his  home  on  Dec.  21,  1940.  All  efforts  to  lo- 
cate him  were  of  no  avail.  On  March  24,  1941,  his  body  was  re- 
covered from  the  St.  Mary's  River  in  Fort  Wayne.  In  August 
1904  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cladora  Richards,  and  to  them 
was  born  one  daughter.  He  came  to  Fort  Wayne  in  1918,  and  on 
Dec.  14,  1920,  was  married  to  Sister  Daisy  Leatherman.  He 
leaves  the  widow,  a  daughter,  two  stepdaughters,  one  grand- 
child, five  step-grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  Serv- 
ices were  held  from  the  Schone  funeral  home  by  the  under- 
signed, with  further  brief  service  at  the  cemetery  at  Dupont, 
Ohio,  by  Eld.  D.  P.  Weller  and  the  writer. — Van  B.  Wright,  Fort 
Wayne,   Ind. 

Loose,  James  Ross,  son  of  John  K.  and  Hannah  Hoover  Loose, 
was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1885.  He  died  Feb.  15, 
1941,  after  a  lingering  illness.  He  suffered  much,  but  complained 
little.  He  was  baptized  Oct.  25,  1910,  in  the  Fairview  church 
and  was  a  faithful  member.  He  served  as  church  and  Sunday- 
school  chorister  for  more  than  twelve  years.  He  was  a  lover  of 
church  music.  Often  his  fellow  laborers  heard  him  humming 
the  hymn  tunes.  He  was  married  March  22,  1911,  to  Emma  Hin- 
kle,  who  survives  with  two  children,  three  brothers  and  three 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Fairview  church 
in  charge  of  Elders  Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh  and  I.  B.  Kensinger. 
Interment  was  in  the  Snively  cemetery. — Mrs.  Ernest  A.  Brum- 
baugh, Williamsburg,  Pa. 

Palmer.  John,  died  at  his  home  March  11,  from  a  heart  attack. 
Bro.  John  was  a  noted  member  of  the  Grossnickle  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  many  years.  He  taught  the  men's  Bible  class  of 
the  Sunday  school.  Besides  his  wife,  Martha  Elden  Palmer,  he 
is  survived  by  two  daughters,  three  sons,  several  grandchildren 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  and 
the  church,  Bro.  Irving  R.  Stotelmyer  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro. 
C.  M.  Frushour  and  Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple.    Burial  was  the  ceme- 


tery adjoining  the  church. — G.  Pauline  DeLauter,  Smithsburg, 
Md. 

Pippenger,  John  K.,  was  born  in  Richland  County,  Wis.,  Jan. 
25,  1851,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  at  Appleton  City, 
Mo.,  Feb.  16,  1941.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  daughters, 
four  sons,  nineteen  grandchildren  and  fourteen  great-grandchil- 
dren. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pippenger  were  married  at  Jasper,  Mo.,  Oct. 
5,  1873.  They  were  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
1875.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Appleton  City,  Mo.,  and 
burial  was  at  Mount  Moriah  cemetery  near  Kansas  City. — Mrs. 
Hattie  Easterla,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Shaffer,  Delilah  Wise,  was  born  Feb.  5,  1857,  in  Indiana  County, 
Pa.,  and  died  Feb.  27,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  at 
Denton,  Md.  Her  husband,  Bro.  Valentine  Shaffer,  whom  she 
married  July  4,  1875,  died  Feb.  11,  1920.  She  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  four  sons,  thirty-two  grandchildren  and  fourteen 
great-grandchildren.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  ever  true  to  her  vows. 
With  considerable  effort  she  attended  the  last  love  feast  in  No- 
vember 1940.  A  short  service  by  her  pastor,  N.  J.  Miller,  was 
held  in  the  home,  after  which  the  body  was  sent  to  Pennsylvania 
for  burial.  Further  services,  held  in  the  Penn  Run  church,  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck.  Interment  was  in  the  Manor 
cemetery  beside  her  companion. — Mrs.  C.  A.  Pentz,  Denton,  Md. 

Trout,  Katherine  Cundiff,  was  born  June  26,  1892,  in  Roanoke, 
Va.,  where  she  lived  her  entire  life.  She  married  Eld.  C.  E. 
Trout  in  1915.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons,  who,  with  the 
husband,  survive.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  First  church,  Roanoke.  She  be- 
came a  charter  member  of  the  Ninth  Street  congregation,  to 
which  she  gave  a  life  of  devoted  service.  As  a  minister's  wife, 
she  made  her  contribution  to  the  church  at  large.  In  the  aid 
society  and  the  Sunday  school  she  was  an  active  worker  and 
leader.  Illness  forced  her  a  few  months  ago  to  resign  as  a 
teacher.  Her  life,  although  not  long,  was  lived  well  and  was  full 
of  good  works.  She  was  released  from  months  of  suffering  by 
death  on  March  18,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Ninth  Street  church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  S. 
Showalter. — N.   M.   Shideler,   Roanoke,    Va. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Chico. — The  young  people  presented  the  play  entitled  What 
Shall  It  Profit?  at  the  young  people's  circuit  meeting  at  Live 
Oak  on  March  16,  and  at  the  local  church  on  March  19.  They 
have  been  invited  to  present  it  in  another  town  a  little  later. 
The  church  and  Sunday  school  are  preparing  for  an  Easter  serv- 
ice. A  few  months  ago  the  church  installed  a  gas  heater  which 
we  are  enjoying.  The  aid  group  is  doing  much  toward  paying 
for  the  furnace  along  with  their  other  projects. — Leota  Rife, 
Chico,   Calif.,   March  20. 

Laton. — On  March  19  the  brethren  met  to  chop  wood  for  the 
church,  and  the  women  to  sew.  All  enjoyed  a  potluck  lunch  at 
noon.  Mrs.  Nell  Flickinger  of  Raisin,  the  district  president  of 
women's  work,  two  other  officers  and  Marie  Ruple  were  with  us 
and  in  the  afternoon  conducted  a  very  instructive  and  spiritual 
service,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Our  women  are  preparing 
Civilian  Public  Service  packets  so  they  will  be  ready  when  the 
call  comes.  Four  have  been  baptized  since  our  last  report.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  on  Good  Friday  evening. — Erma  A.  Brabb, 
Laton,   Calif.,   March  21. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — At  our  quarterly  council  meeting  on  March  12  we 
discussed  plans  for  a  spring  love  feast  and  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school;  definite  arrangements  for  these  were  left  until  later. 
About  $30  was  cleared  on  a  bazaar  and  supper  although  weather 
conditions  were  not  favorable.  The  board  of  the  Platte  Valley 
Christian  Endeavor  met  here  on  Jan.  9  as  the  guests  of  our 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  We  regret  to  report  the  passing  on  March  5  of  an- 
other of  our  members,  Bro.  W.  L.  Decker.  On  March  10  the 
funeral  of  our  local  park  superintendent,  A.  C.  Heldt,  was  held 
from  this  church  because  of  limited  room  in  the  church  to  which 
he  belonged.  Our  mother  and  daughter  organization  held  a 
social  on  Feb.  14,  to  which  the  church  families  were  invited.  On 
Feb.  20  the  ladies'  aid  quilted  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Tom  Crist. 
On  March  13  they  had  an  all-day  meeting  at  Mrs.  Thelma  Hof- 
meister's  to  sew,  finish  a  small  quilt  and  take  care  of  some  mat- 
ters of  business  including  the  purchasing  of  new  cups  for  the 
kitchen.  On  Feb.  27  the  ladies'  aid  served  the  annual  banquet 
for  the  Masons.  On  March  16  a  basket  dinner  was  held  in  the 
church  basement  for  teachers  and  officers  and  those  interested 
in  the  Sunday  school. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo., 
March  19. 

Sterling. — At  our  business  meeting  on  March  22  church  officers 
were  chosen  for  a  year.  The  writer  was  chosen  correspondent 
and  Messenger  agent.  Others  whose  time  had  expired  were 
chosen  to  fill  in  on  committees.  Several  satisfactory  reports 
were  given.  Our  ladies'  missionary  society  meets  once  a  month 
with  an  attendance  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen.  We  are  studying 
Stand  By  for  China  and  find  it  very  interesting. — Mrs.  Ollie 
Ullery,   Sterling,   Colo.,   March   26. 
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Idaho 

Bowmoni  church  is  making  progress  with  Bro.  Samuel  Bol- 
linger as  our  pastor.  He  is  giving  us  some  fine  sermons  on  the 
true  way  of  living.  Sunday-school  attendance  is  encouraging. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  directs  some  of  the  Sunday  evening  meetings 
to  our  joy  and  satisfaction.  The  aid  is  still  very  busy.  On  Feb. 
23  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker  was  with  us  with  an  inspiring  message  on 
faith.  Rev.  H.  G.  Shank  preached  for  us  recently.  We  appre- 
ciate very  much  the  coming  of  these  men.  The  young  people 
gave  a  rally  at  Bowmont  on  March  15,  16.  Eighty  were  in  at- 
tendance at  the  banquet.  They  gave  a  play  on  Saturday  night, 
which  was  very  good,  and  on  Sunday  they  had  their  business 
meeting  and  took  for  their  project  assistance  for  the  camps  for 
the  conscientious  objectors.  They  also  received  a  missionary 
offering. — Mrs.  V.  W.  Goodman,  Nampa,  Idaho,  March  19. 

Illinois 
Springfield. — The  young  people  of  Southern  Illinois  are  antici- 
pating having  Raymond  Peters  of  Elgin  with  them  at  their 
annual  spring  rally  April  27.  Our  love  feast  and  communion 
service  will  be  held  April  10.  The  choir  is  preparing  an  Easter 
cantata,  The  Day  of  Resurrection.  The  church  and  community 
have  been  blessed  and  strengthened  by  a  two  weeks'  evangel- 
istic campaign  which  closed  March  16.  Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of 
Champaign,  the  evangelist,  worked  diligently.  The  morning 
prayer  meetings  will  continue.  Thirteen  have  been  baptized. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  T.  Lehman,  is  conducting  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  in  the  church  in  Champaign,  the  meetings  to  close  on 
Palm  Sunday.  During  our  pastor's  absence,  Brethren  A.  C. 
Wieand  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  I.  D.  Heckman  of 
Cerro  Gordo  will  preach  for  us. — Mrs.  Gladys  L.  Hollis,  Spring- 
field,  111.,   March  24. 

Indiana 

Buck  Creek. — At  our  regular  quarterly  business  session  on 
March  7  one  letter  was  granted;  it  was  decided  to  make  a  new 
entrance  to  our  church  house,  and  to  make  a  change  in  song- 
books.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church  service  has 
increased  steadily  over  last  year.  Since  the  classes  are  taking 
turns  in  conducting  the  opening  worship  exercises  of  the  Sunday 
school  interest  has  been  deepened.  Special  music  in  the  de- 
votional service  by  different  age  groups  is  revealing  musical  tal- 
ent the  church  needs.  The  ladies'  aid  contributed  $10  to  place 
the  Messenger  in  homes  that  may  not  otherwise  have  the  paper. 
We  sent  a  hundred-pound  feed  sack  well  packed  with  clothing  to 
Manchester  recently  to  be  used  in  relief  work.  Our  Messenger 
agent,  Sister  Charles  Bowman,  has  secured  a  number  of  new 
subscribers.  Recently  a  W.  C.  T.  U.  was  organized  in  our  group, 
with  nine  charter  members.  The  pastor's  wife,  Sister  Edna  Pet- 
ers, is  president  of  the  organization.  The  younger  mothers  are 
taking  an  active  part.  The  county  president,  Mrs.  Fisher,  an  or- 
dained minister,  was  present  to  organize  our  group.  One  insti- 
tute has  been  held  with  one  white  ribbon  recruit.  On  March  9 
we  had  with  us  Miss  Chung,  a  Chinese  student  from  Manchester 
College,  who  spoke  on  present  conditions  in  her  native  land. 
Pastor  I.  E.  Oberholtzer  and  wife  of  Muncie  and  a  number  of  the 
young  people  from  there  were  present  at  the  service.  An  offer- 
ing was  taken  to  aid  in  Chinese  relief.  The  young  people's  class 
attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  at  Indianapolis  on  March  3  and  gave 
a  brief  report  of  the  meeting.  We  are  planning  a  sunrise  serv- 
ice for  Easter  morning,  and  breakfast  at  the  church.  A  number 
of  the  young  people  will  sing  Easter  carols.  Our  new  pastor  and 
wife  are  greatly  appreciated. — Ella  Oxley,  Blountsville,  Ind., 
March   20. 

Cedar  Creek. — At  our  regular  council  on  March  17,  our  elder, 
Bro.  Charles  Gump,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  C.  Flory, "  adminis- 
tered the  anointing  service  to  two  of  our  faithful  sisters  who  are 
in  poor  health.  Reports  were  given  and  several  items  of  busi- 
ness taken  care  of.  It  was  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  the 
first  Sunday  in  May.  We  will  have  a  sunrise  service  on  Easter 
morning  and  a  program  in  the  evening.  Our  attendance  has 
been  good  considering  the  sickness  in  our  community.  We  hope 
every  one  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  regularly  again. — Mrs. 
Lawrence   Smith,   Garrett,   Ind.,   March   25. 

Four  Mile. — On  Feb.  13  one  of  our  boys  went  to  camp  in  Ken- 
tucky. On  Feb.  23  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  and  their  adviser 
attended  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  held  at  Indianapolis.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  conference  was  to  clear  up  some  of  the  problems  that 
face  the  local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On  March  10-21  a  Bible  school  was 
conducted  at  the  Kitchel  schoolhouse.  Our  young  people  are  to 
present  two  plays,  The  House  on  the  Sand,  and  The  Handy  Man, 
March  28.  With  the  money  received  we  hope  to  carry  on  further 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  work. — Mildred  Brower,  Liberty,  Ind.,  March  24. 

Nappanee. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger  of  Manchester  College  closed  Feb.  16,  with  the  love  feast 
following  on  Thursday  evening.  Bro.  Winger  worked  earnestly, 
and  along  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  visited  in  many 
homes.  Nine  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Winger 
gave  the  dedication  service  for  our  newly-remodeled  basement. 
A  program  appropriate  to  the  occasion  followed  dinner  at  the 
church.  Bro.  Winger  also  addressed  the  Nappanee  Kiwanis  Club 
while  here.  The  Nappanee  church,  erected  in  1833  as  a  part  of 
the  Turkey  Creek  congregation,  became  the  Nappanee  congre- 
gation in  1898  with  Bro.  J.  C.  Murray  as  its  first  presiding  elder. 
The  house  was  remodeled  in  1917,  when  basement,  vestibule  and 


balcony  were  added.  No  other  material  change  had  been  made 
until  the  present  remodeling.  Eld.  David  Metzler  has  served  as 
presiding  elder  of  this  congregation  almost  continuously  since 
1919  and  by  his  exemplary,  faithful  life  the  church  has  been 
served  well.  Full-time  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are: 
J.  F.  Appleman,  David  Metzler,  Galen  B.  Royer,  Paul  B.  Stude- 
baker  and  the  present  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert.  We  partici- 
pated in  the  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer,  with  Rev.  A.  R. 
Sanks  of  the  Methodist  church  speaking  in  our  church.  Re- 
cently Bro.  John  Metzler,  our  field  worker  on  peace,  Bro.  How- 
ard Kreider  and  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  spoke  about  the  program  for 
conscientious  objectors.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Bible  in- 
structor in  our  city  schools.  Sister  H.  D.  Emmert,  the  grade  pu- 
pils gave  a  program.  On  March  2  Dr.  Howard  Bosler,  medical 
missionary  now  on  furlough  from  Africa,  gave  a  lecture  and 
moving  pictures  on  the  work  in  that  field.  On  March  13  the 
ladies'  aid  served  dinner  to  the  public.  This  has  become  an 
annual  affair.  Unified  services  will  begin  the  first  of  June  and 
continue  throughout  the  summer  months.  It  was  decided  we 
would  not  send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  this  year.  Sev- 
enty-five per  cent  of  our  members  are  receiving  the  Messenger 
in  their  homes. — Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  March  24. 

Plymouth. — On  Feb.  23  the  church  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  its  organization.  Bro.  David  Metzler  spoke  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  a  sacred  concert  by  the  Motett  choir  of  Goshen  was 
given  in  the  evening.  Many  former  members  were  present  to 
enjoy  this  occasion.  Our  spring  communion  will  be  held  April  9. 
On  Good  Friday  evening  the  Manchester  College  chapel  choir 
will  give  a  sacred  concert.  On  March  24  the  men's  work  spon- 
sored a  program  featuring  the  pictures  which  John  Metzler  had 
taken  of  the  churches  of  Northern  Indiana.  The  church  has  re- 
elected Bro.  Arthur  C.  Keim  as  pastor  for  another  two  years. 
We  have  lost  by  death  one  of  our  older  ministers,  Bro.  John 
Christian,  and  Bro.  John  Markley's  wife.  The  church  will  have 
an  early  sunrise  meeting  on  Easter  morning,  and  a  play  will  be 
given  in  the  evening. — Mrs.  Harry  Rohrer,  Plymouth,  Ind., 
March  20. 

Santa  Fe.— At  our  regular  quarterly  council  held  on  March  20 
the  decision  was  made  to  retain  Bro.  P.  E.  Coblentz  as  elder  for 
another  year.  Attendance  at  church  services  has  kept  up  well  in 
spite  of  much  sickness  in  the  homes  of  the  community.  The 
church  succeeded  in  the  plan  to  have  the  Gospel  Messenger  go 
into  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes.  We  hope  this  use  of 
the  church  paper  will  have  the  desired  effect.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  president,  Sister  P.  E.  Coblentz,  the  ladies'  aid  has 
been  making  clothing  and  comforters  for  relief  work,  and  get- 
ting the  packets  ready  for  our  boys  in  camp  at  Lagro,  Ind.,  when 
they  are  called.  Our  Sunday  school  is  making  progress  with 
Bro.  Claud  Wolf  and  Bro.  Adrian  Clingenpeel  as  superintendents. 
On  March  11  the  young  people  held  their  monthly  meeting  with 
their  teacher,  Bro.  F.  P.  Hostetler,  in  his  home.  The  church  has 
set  the  last  Sunday  in  March  as  the  date  for  raising  money  for 
our  camp  project. — Mrs.  Dossie  Webb  Fewell,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind., 
March  24. 

Spring  Creek. — Since  our  last  report  three  members  have  been 
received  by  letter.  Bro.  Byron  Miller,  who  was  installed  in  the 
ministry  Dec.  29,  preached  his  first  sermon  Jan.  12.  The  ladies' 
aid  with  Mrs.  Harley  Mishler  as  president  is  busy  quilting  and 
making  packets  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Lagro. 
At  our  church  business  meeting  we  decided  to  rebuild  our  fur- 
nace and  put  in  an  air  circulating  system.  We  are  sending  a  rep- 
resentative to  each  age  group  session  at  Camp  Mack  this  sum- 
mer. We  are  planning  special  programs  for  Easter,  Mother's 
Day,  children's  day  and  father's  day.  On  the  morning  of  Feb.  9 
Byron  Miller  preached  for  us,  and  in  the  evening  the  picture. 
Ten  Nights  in  a  Bar  Room,  was  shown.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  L.  W. 
Shultz  told  us  about  the  relief  work  and  the  camps  for  the  con- 
scientious objectors.  During  the  past  quarter  our  special  offer- 
ings for  missions  and  peace  have  exceeded  $200.  On  the  evening 
of  March  9  Bro.  Howard  Sollenberger  showed  pictures  of  his 
relief  work  in  China. — Mrs.  George  Wirth,  South  Whitley,  Ind., 
March  21. 

Union  Grove. — On  Feb.  16  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  was  with  us.  At 
the  morning  service  he  brought  a  message  which  was  an  in- 
spiration to  all.  After  our  dinner  hour  Bro.  Bonsack  answered 
questions  and  gave  us  much  general  enlightenment  on  missions. 
At  this  time  we  lifted  our  Achievement  Offering  of  more  than 
$40.  Our  gifts  of  the  past  year  have  greatly  exceeded  those  of 
the  year  previous.  On  March  9  we  closed  a  two  Weeks'  revival 
conducted  by  Bro.  Robert  Sherfy,  pastor  at  Kokomo.  It  was 
inspiring  to  have  such  a  young  man  give  us  the  sound  teachings 
of  practical  Christianity,  and  challenge  us  to  live  our  best  by 
our  separation  from  every  appearance  of  evil.  One  young  man 
was  baptized.  Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Pease  special 
numbers  in  music  were  featured  every  evening,  some  of  them 
from  other  church  groups.  Scarlet  fever  and  other  sickness  and 
a  death  prevented  full  attendance.  In  a  recent  council  Pastor 
I.  C.  Snavely  was  unanimously  asked  to  continue  his  work 
among  us  another  year,  beginning  Sept.  1.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  April  27.  At  its  monthly  meetings  our  missionary  so- 
ciety has  a  devotional  program  and  a  circle  prayer  period.  We 
packed  another  supply  of  relief  clothing  recently.  We  often 
serve  dinners  at  sales  as  a  means  of  earning  more  mission  funds. 
A  centennial  program  is  being  planned  for  our  church  this  year. 
— Mrs.  Virginia  Snavely,  Muncie,  Ind.,  March  20. 
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West  Eel  River  church  held  its  revival  Feb.  17  to  March  2  with 
Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  as  evangelist.  Six  re- 
consecrated their  lives;  two  have  not  yet  been  baptized. — Mrs. 
Dora  Helser,  Claypool,  Ind.,  March  25. 

West  Goshen. — At  the  council  meeting  on  March  3  five  letters 
were  Yeceived;  Bro.  M.  D.  Stutsman  was  selected  as  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference,  and  a  decision  was  made  to  hold  a  music 
institute  in  the  near  future  with  Bro.  Brightbill  as  director. 
This  church  has  enjoyed  many  special  meetings  during  the  past 
few  months.  On  Jan.  12  Dr.  Howard  Bosler  gave  an  illustrated 
talk  on  The  Land  of  the  Monkey  Bread  Tree.  On  Jan.  18  a  spe- 
cial district  meeting  was  held  in  this  church  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  the  work  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On 
the  following  Sunday  Bro.  Charles  D.  Bonsack  spoke  during  the 
morning  worship  hour.  On  Jan.  26  Frank  F.  Wright,  author  of 
the  Wright  Bone  Dry  law  and  member  of  the  Anti-Saloon 
League,  spoke  to  us.  An  offering  of  $30.24  was  received  with 
pledges  of  $6  for  this  work.  On  Feb.  9  during  the  evening  wor- 
ship hour  Bro.  Galen  Bowman  of  Middlebury  and  Bro.  George 
Phillips  of  Elkhart  spoke  in  the  interest  of  peace  work.  Feb.  16 
was  observed  as  Achievement  Day.  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  of 
Milford  brought  the  message,  and  an  offering  of  $321  was  re- 
ceived. Our  first  offering  for  the  camp  work  was  $204.14.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  pre-Easter  services  beginning  April 
6  and  continuing  each  evening  until  after  Easter  with  Bro.  Ira 
Long  of  Middlebury  as  speaker.  On  Thursday  evening,  April 
10,  we  will  hold  our  communion  services. — Mrs.  Mina  Ganger, 
Goshen,    Ind.,    March    13. 

White. — Our  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter B.  M.  Rollins  closed  March  16.  Bro.  Rollins  gave  us  spiritual 
and  instructive  messages  and  Sister  Rollins  directed  the  music, 
told  interesting  stories  and  had  rag  paintings  for  the  children. 
There  was  special  music  each  night.  There  were  delegations 
from  Rossville,  Fairview,  Ladoga  and  Middletown.  There  were 
nine  converts  and  one  reconsecration.  Seven  of  these  were  heads 
of  families.  We  feel  much  good  has  been  done  in  the  commu- 
nity. On  the  evening  of  March  18  there  was  an  impressive  bap- 
tismal service.  A  contest  increased  our  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance. Our  young  people  took  charge  of  the  Sunday-school  serv- 
ice on  Feb.  16.  We  have  prayer  meetings  every  Thursday  eve- 
ning, conducted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ellis  Wagoner. — Robert 
Luper,   Darlington,   Ind.,   March  25. 

Iowa 

Dallas  Center. — By  means  of  a  doughnut  sale  in  January  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  cleared  about  $30  for  their  pledge  toward  the  Youth 
Serves  project.  All  regular  services  continue.  With  milder 
weather  we  expect  an  increase  in  attendance.  Several  of  our 
regular  attendants  have  been  on  the  home  department  list  be- 
cause of  illness  or  accident.  We  appreciate  the  monthly  mission- 
ary and  quarterly  temperance  reports  by  the  secretaries  of  the 
respective  departments.  Our  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
assistant  plan  variety  in  the  morning  worship  service,  giving  us 
helpful  inspiration.  At  the  March  business  meeting  Eld.  D.  D. 
Fleishman  was  retained  as  elder,  and  Maud  Moser  and  Martha 
Wingert  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district  meeting.  A  com- 
mittee of  five  draft-age  men  has  been  chosen  to  receive  the 
initial  offering  for  the  camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  They 
report  the  money  coming  in  well.  Our  service  was  dismissed  for 
the  evening  of  March  9  in  order  that  we  might  attend  a  mass 
meeting  at  the  Panther  Creek  church  to  hear  Bro.  Raymond 
Peters  from  Elgin  give  us  information  on  the  camps  and  the 
conscientious  objectors  of  our  church.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  D.  C. 
Gnagy  from  California  conducted  a  fine  worship  service  preced- 
ing an  interesting  talk  by  Eliza  B.  Miller.  Also  in  the  audience 
was  Mary  Emmert  of  the  Brethren  mission  in  French  West 
Africa,  who  recently  returned  from  the  field.  One  has  been  re- 
ceived by  letter  since  our  last  report.  During  the  past  year 
four  brides  have  come  into  our  local  church  by  letter.  Plans 
are  under  way  for  the  Lenten  season  with  an  evangelistic  ser- 
mon each  Sunday,  a  cantata  for  Palm  Sunday  and  a  play  on 
Easter  Day. — Maud  L.  Moser,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  March  24. 

English  River.— At  our  business  meeting  held  Feb.  22  the 
church  unanimously  decided  to  retain  the  services  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Homer  F.  Caskey  for  another  year.  Our  church  build- 
ing fund  has  had  two  substantial  gifts  from  the  estates  of  James 
and  Nettie  Folck  and  Lucinda  Stoner  Wenger.  Plans  have  been 
made  for  a  revival  meeting  in  May,  with  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick 
as  evangelist.  We  will  hold  our  love  feast  about  May  30.  Sister 
Nettie  Caskey  is  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Bro. 
Caskey  will  represent  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa  on  the 
Standing  Committee.  We  are  very  fortunate  in  having  Sister 
Nettie  Senger  with  us.  Many  of  her  friends  enjoyed  hearing  her 
talk  from  radio  station  WOI  at  Ames,  where  she  has  been  taking 
some  school  work.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  play  at  the  Kinross 
high  school  which  was  very  interesting  and  entertaining.  The 
proceeds  will  help  to  meet  their  missionary  pledge. — Virgil  S. 
Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa,  March   18. 

Fernald. — Bro.  Earl  E.  Jarboe  has  been  retained  as  pastor  for 
another  year.  On  Dec.  29  Bro.  Elmer  Dadisman  and  wife  were 
installed  into  the  ministry.  On  Jan.  5  Sister  Nettie  Senger  pre- 
sented her  slides  and  lectured  concerning  her  mission  work  in 
China.  Recently  two  letters  were  received  and  two  granted. 
On  Jan.  27,  with  the  assistance  of  the  men's  group  from  Marshall- 
town,  Iowa,  a  men's  work  group  was  organized  with  Bro. 
Charley  Hostetler  as  president.     One  of  their  projects  is  solicit- 


ing two  dollars  per  member  for  our  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.  To  date  one  fourth  of  our  quota  has  been  paid.  On 
Feb.  10  the  two  groups  met  in  separate  sessions  and  at  the  close 
had  a  fellowship  supper  in  the  church  basement.  On  Feb.  12 
our  women  attended  the  women's  work  conference  held  in  the 
Des  Moines  Valley  church.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  24. 
— Mrs.  Earl  E.  Jarboe,  Fernald,  Iowa,  March   13. 

Panther  Creek. — Brethren  Virgil  Marshall  and  Vernon  Bru^ 
baker  were  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendents  for  another 
year.  Mrs.  Anna  Mae  Royer  was  made  superintendent  of  the 
primary  department  and  Mrs.  Mabel  Snyder  superintendent  of 
the  junior  department.  The  aid  had  a  food  sale  and  bazaar  in 
December  which  netted  about  $40.  They  also  served  lunch  at 
two  farm  sales  which  profited  them  a  little  over  $50.  Recently 
the  interior  of  the  church  has  been  varnished,  the  floor  sanded 
and  refinished  and  new  window  blinds  hung.  The  aid  has  sewed 
for  and  donated  bedding  to  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  home  for  unfortu- 
nate girls  in  Des  Moines.  Bro.  L.  A.  Walker  is  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference,  with  Bro.  Roy  Book  as  alternate.  Bro.  O.  E. 
Messamer  was  present  on  Feb.  16  and  preached  for  us  in  the 
morning,  and  Bro.  Byard  Snyder,  a  lay  member,  preached  in 
the  evening.  We  hope  that  more  of  our  young  people  will  vol- 
unteer for  such  service.  On  the  evening  of  March  19  Bro.  Ray- 
mond R.  Peters  from  Elgin  was  the  speaker  at  a  mass  meeting 
at  the  Panther  Creek  church.  The  nine  churches  of  the  western 
section  of  Middle  Iowa  were  well  represented  at  this  meeting. 
He  told  of  the  camps  that  the  church  is  building  for  the  boys 
who  do  not  take  up  military  training.  After  his  very  interest- 
ing address  a  number  of  questions  were  discussed.  We  enjoyed 
a  New  Year's  watch  service  at  the  church.  After  a  social  time 
and  refreshments  we  assembled  in  the  main  auditorium  to  be 
guided  in  devotional  thought  by  Bro.  Glenn  Baird,  pastor  of  the 
Des  Moines  Valley  church.  We  were  made  to  rejoice  recently 
when  one  who  had  been  out  of  the  church  for  a  number  of  years 
asked  to  be  taken  back  into  full  fellowship.  The  District  Meet- 
ing of  Middle  Iowa  will  meet  here  Aug.  30  to  Sept.  1.  We  will 
hold  our  annual  birthday  supper  in  April.  On  Feb.  26  we  had 
a  potluck  supper  for  all  that  are  moving  from  our  community. 
Our  pastor  and  Sunday-school  superintendent  called  on  all  the 
new  families  in  our  community  and  extended  an  invitation  to 
a  fellowship  supper  on  March  12.  About  thirty-five  came.  After 
a  social  hour  two  movie  reels  were  shown  by  the  highway  patrol- 
man portraying  the  results  of  careless  driving.  A  locating  and 
employment  committee  has  been  chosen  to  assist  those  who  wish 
to  change  location  and  those  who  need  work. — Mrs.  C.  G.  Wicks, 
Adel,  Iowa,  March   18. 

Kansas 

Belleville. — At  our  council  on  March  1  Lawrence  Dooley  gave 
a  report  on  the  drive  for  funds  to  support  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps.  We  are  few  in  number  but  do  want  to  support 
this  peace  cause.  The  churches  must  make  this  a  success  or  we 
may  never  be  given  the  opportunity  again.  It  was  decided  to 
have  a  love  feast  May  4.  Since  Bro.  W.  W.  Gish  and  family  have 
left,  Bro.  Lamar  Bollinger  from  Delphos,  Kans.,  has  been  filling 
the  pulpit  at  least  once  a  month.  We  have  Sunday  school  on 
other  Sundays  and  each  class  in  turn  is  responsible  for  a  message 
or  program  after  Sunday  school.  Brother  and  Sister  Max  Hart- 
sough  from  Redfield  are  coming  to  spend  a  week  among  the 
members  of  the  church.  We  hope  they  will  come  a  week  before 
Easter  and  be  here  for  that  important  day  in  the  church  calen- 
dar.— Vera  Dooley,   Scandia,  Kans.,   March  25. 

Monitor. — Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  J.  Yoder,  was  with  us  in  our  reg- 
ular business  meeting  on  March  16.  After  explanation  and  con- 
sideration of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  project  four  persons 
were  elected  as  a  committee  to  solicit  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  boys  who  will  have  to  go  to  camp.  Bro.  Ernest  Sherfy  from 
Rockingham,  Mo.,  was  chosen  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings 
for  us  some  time  this  fall.  We  will  have  a  love  feast  on  Easter 
Sunday  evening,  after  a  week  of  pre-Easter  services  conducted 
by  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  Warren  Gish.  On  Wednesday,  March  12, 
our  mothers  and  daughters  entertained  the  missionary  society  of 
Groveland  and  the  ladies'  aid  of  Conway.  Miss  Delia  Lehman  of 
McPherson  College  was  our  guest  speaker.  After  refreshments 
were  served  a  period  of  sociability  was  enjoyed  by  all.  It  was 
a  fine  way  of  getting  acquainted.  In  January  the  Groveland 
missionary  society  and  our  mother  and  daughter  society  jointly 
served  dinner  to  about  300  men  who  had  flocked  in  from  a  rabbit 
round-up.  We  really  feel  that  we  are  getting  acquainted  with 
our  neighbors. — Mrs.  E.  L.  Crumpacker,  McPherson,  Kans., 
March  17. 

Wichita,  First. — We  will  hold  our  love  feast  on  Thursday  of 
Passion  Week.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  March  one  of  the  Sunday- 
school  classes  raised  $75  for  the  building  fund.  A  potluck  din- 
ner was  enjoyed,  affording  fine  fellowship  for  the  members  of 
the  class.  The  fund  is  growing  steadily.  A  number  from  our 
congregation  attended  the  regional  conference  at  McPherson. 
At  our  March  council  a  report  of  the  conference  on  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  was  given;  we  pledged  ourselves  as  a 
congregation  to  the  support  of  that  work.  Bro.  Heckman,  chair- 
man of  our  welfare  board,  urged  that  each  family  place  a  cup 
on  the  table  and  contribute  regularly  to  this  fund.  One  of  the 
local  mortuaries  recently  purchased  a  pipe  organ  and  presented 
our  church  their  old  instrument — a  combination  organ  and  piano, 
which  makes  a  valuable  addition  to  our  church  equipment. 
One  of  our  young  men,  Bobby  Agnew,  was  seriously  injured 
while  working  under  an  automobile.     We  are  hopeful  of  his  re- 
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covery.  The  superintendent  of  our  primary  department,  Mrs. 
Helen  Shaffer,  tendered  her  resignation  of  that  office  because  a 
new  baby  girl  has  come  into  the  family.  The  work  will  go  for- 
ward under  the  capable  supervision  of  the  assistant,  Ruth  Ro- 
mine.  Thus  far  we  have  not  secured  an  evangelist  for  our  fall 
revival. — Dora  B.  Cripe,  Emporia,  Kans.,  March  14. 

Maryland 
Baltimore,  First. — At  the  winter  council  meeting  Bro.  Donald 
M.  Pfoutz  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  by  the  district  minis- 
terial board.  Brethren  Wilbur  White  and  Wilmer  Fitzwater  were 
installed  as  deacons.  An  interesting  missionary  program  on 
China  was  held  on  Feb.  2  by  the  Sunday-school  classes.  The 
women's  Bible  class  raised  a  total  of  $584  for  missions  and  local 
church  work  during  the  past  year.  Dr.  Paul  Bowman,  director 
of  Civilian  Public  Service  for  our  brotherhood,  will  speak  to  us 
on  March  30  on  the  plans  for  civilian  camps.  During  the  present 
period  of  industrial  activity  many  people  are  coming  to  Balti- 
more for  employment.  We  extend  an  invitation  to  these  people 
to  come  to  our  church.  Our  pastor  will  appreciate  the  names 
and  addresses  of  newcomers  to  our  city.  Sisters  Mary  Alice 
Engle  and  Sylvia  Oiness  have  gone  to  New  York  to  sail  for 
Africa,  where  they  will  serve  as  nurses  in  our  mission. — M.  Mil- 
dred Wolf,  Baltimore.  Md.,  March   16. 

Meadow  Branch. — Our  church  has  been  getting  along  well  with 
the  free  ministry  system.  Home  talent  is  being  developed  in 
beneficial  worship.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  takes  four  of  our  preaching 
appointments  in  the  home  church  at  Meadow  Branch.  And  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Reisterstown  mission  does  the  same.  They 
had  inspiring  programs  at  recent  meetings  at  both  places.  The 
ladies'  aid  society  of  the  congregation  was  never  more  prosper- 
ous. It  grows  in  numbers.  The  young  people  ara  giving  more 
attention  to  their  department  than  ever  before.  The  welfare 
board  keeps  busy  with  the  part  of  the  work  assigned  them  for 
peace  measures.  Under  this  head  comes  keeping  abreast  with 
the  brotherhood's  best  information  for  conscientious  objectors. 
Our  regular  church  attendance  is  above  the  average. — Wm.  E. 
Roop,  Westminster,  Md.,  March  11. 

Ridgely. — On  March  21  our  young  people  and  adult  leaders  at- 
tended the  annual  covered  dish  fellowship  supper,  held  in  the 
Denton  church.  The  five  Mar-Dela  churches  were  represented. 
Tim  Hollinger  was  the  guest  speaker.  We  are  planning  to  have 
our  annual  family  night  supper  at  the  church  April  25.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  25.  Our  women  are  busy  quilting. 
We  plan  to  rearrange  our  church  kitchen  for  greater  conven- 
ience. Our  Sunday  evening  meetings  are  growing  in  interest 
and  inspiration.  Pastor  J.  S.  Rittenhouse  attended  the  special 
district  meeting  held  at  Elizabethtown  College  in  the  interest  of 
conscientious  objector  camps.  On  March  16  our  church  received 
the  first  offering  in  the  effort  to  raise  our  quota  for  this  work. 
Esther  K.  Crouse  was  appointed  peace  secretary  for  the  local 
church. — Dorothy  Cherry,  Ridgely,  Md.,  March  24. 

Michigan 
Flint. — At  the  ladies'  aid  meeting  in  February  Sister  Anna 
Taylor  was  elected  president.  We  have  been  spiritually  en- 
riched by  messages  from  Bro.  L.  H.  Prowant  and  Bro.  Hugh 
Warstler  of  Durand.  On  Feb.  23  Bro.  Prowant  gave  an  inspir- 
ing sermon  on  The  Christian  Life  a  Life  of  Progress.  Since  Bro. 
Prowant  had  served  as  pastor  here  for  ten  years  his  return  was 
much  appreciated.  The  older  adult  class  had  charge  of  a  Sun- 
day evening  service  in  January,  and  the  younger  adult  group 
conducted  an  evening  service  March  9.  A  relief  offering  is 
lifted  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month.  Many  of  our  group  at- 
tended the  revival  meetings  at  the  Pontiac  church,  where  Bro. 
J.  E.  Ulrey  was  evangelist.  On  March  16  we  held  our  regular 
quarterly  council.  We  expect  to  have  a  summer  pastor  to  fill  the 
vacancy  left  by  Bro.  Arthur  Taylor,  who  is  at  Camp  Little  Eden. 
We  plan  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  and  revival  meetings 
sometime  during  the  summer.  Our  communion  service  is  to  be 
held  on  April  6. — Mrs.  Ernest  Leckrone,  Davison,  Mich.,  March  24. 

Sugar  Ridge. — On  March  2  and  9  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe  of  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  delivered  the  sermons.  On  Jan.  8  the 
aid  society  met  at  the  D.  O.  Flory  home  for  an  all-day  meeting. 
We  decided  to  give  $55  for  church  work  and  $100  for  the  new 
parsonage.  During  the  past  year  we  quilted  ten  quilts,  served 
several  suppers  and  two  banquets,  had  thirty-four  all-day  meet- 
ings for  work  and  earned  $300.53.  On  March  16  the  church  de- 
cided to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Homer  Kiracofe  as  our  sum- 
mer pastors.  At  our  council  meeting  on  March  22  we  decided  to 
tear  down  the  old  parsonage  and  build  a  new  one.  A  commit- 
tee of  the  three  trustees  and  our  elder,  B.  A.  Miller,  will  super- 
vise this  project.  Our  church  correspondent  is  Sister  Eliza 
Blocher,  and  our  Messenger  agent  is  the  aid  society. — Eliza 
Blocher,  Custer,  Mich.,  March  25. 

Missouri 
Mountain  Grove. — At  our  church  council  on  March  16  we 
voted  to  purchase  new  copies  of  the  Brethren  Hymnal  and 
decided  to  use  the  birthday  offerings  for  library  material.  The 
church  endorsed  the  Civilian  Public  Service  work  and  sent  in 
its  first  quota.  We  have  put  the  Messenger  in  one  hundred  per 
cent  of  our  homes.  In  February  our  ladies'  aid  sent  a  bundle 
of  clothing  to  China  relief.  The  midweek  services  are  held 
every  Wednesday  evening.    We  are  looking  forward  to  our  week 


of  pre-Easter  services  which  will  be  conducted  by  our  home 
ministers.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  April  11. — Mrs.  Dora 
Atkins,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo.,  March  18. 

Shoal  Creek. — At  the  church  council  on  March  6  Bro.  Tom 
Argabright  was  appointed  to  collect  for  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  funds,  and  the  date  for  our  spring  love  feast  was  set 
for  May  17.  The  aid  has  been  busy  quilting  this  winter. — Mrs. 
Wilbert  Erisman,  Fairview,  Mo.,  March  26. 

Nebraska 

Enders. — The  building  and  improvement  work  on  the  church, 
begun  on  Jan.  1,  is  now  almost  completed  with  all  expenses 
paid.  All  the  remodeling,  painting,  plumbing  and  designing  has 
been  done  by  donated  labor.  We  now  have  two  extra  class- 
rooms in  the  new  balcony,  one  extra  room  leading  off  from  the 
pulpit,  two  rest  rooms  and  extra  storage  space,  a  remodeled 
kitchen,  buildings  painted  inside  and  out,  carpeted  platform  and 
aisles,  floors  newly  sanded  and  varnished;  and,  best  of  all,  a 
community  pride  and  a  warm  feeling  of  fellowship.  The  church 
is  planning  a  celebration  dinner  to  include  all  who  donated 
time,  money  and  enthusiasm.  The  communion  service  will  be 
held  the  Friday  before  Easter.  The  young  people  are  busy  with 
a  musical  program  to  be  given  March  26,  and  are  also  working 
on  their  cantata  for  Easter.  The  junior  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  with  twenty 
members,  gave  a  play  before  the  adult  congregation  on  March  23. 
They  meet  regularly  each  Sunday  evening  at  6:30. — Vesta  Wine, 
Imperial,  Nebr.,  March  24. 

Ohio 

Bellefonlalne. — Our  church  was  greatly  blessed  by  the  coming 
of  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  to  conduct  an  evan- 
gelistic meeting  which  closed  March  9.  He  endeared  himself  to 
all  by  his  unassuming  manner  and  his  earnest  gospel  messages. 
Twelve  were  baptized;  others  are  very  near  decision.  We  have 
had  the  privilege  of  hearing  Doctors  A.  R.  and  Laura  Cottrell  a 
number  of  times  since  they  returned  from  India.  They  are 
guests  of  Bro.  D.  O.  Cottrell  and  family  at  the  parsonage.  Some 
time  ago  we  had  new  carpet  placed  in  the  church,  a  much- 
needed  improvement.  Bro.  D.  O.  Cottrell  and  Gertrude  Snyder 
will  serve  as  delegates  to  the  district  conference.  We  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  congregation  are 
receiving  the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  are  highly  pleased  with 
the  way  our  young  people  are  rallying  to  meet  the  challenge  in 
giving  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  fund. — Leo  Lillian 
Wise,  DeGraff,  Ohio,  March  15. 

Covington. — Not  having  a  regular  pastor,  we  have  been  de- 
pending on  our  good  neighbor  ministers  to  fill  our  pulpit.  Bro. 
John  Stover  of  Bradford,  Bro.  John  Eikenberry  of  Harris  Creek, 
Bro.  Isaac  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  of  Brook- 
ville,  and  Bro.  H.  Spenser  Minnich  of  Elgin,  111.,  have  been  with 
us,  also  Drs.  Cottrell  of  Bulsar,  India.  Bro.  J.  Oscar  Winger 
spoke  at  a  father  and  son  banquet  Jan.  23.  A  male  quartet 
from  North  Manchester  accompanied  Bro.  Winger  and  rendered 
several  pleasing  numbers.  The  ladies  served  meals  at  the 
church  and  lodged  delegates  who  came  from  a  distance  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  policy  holders  on  Feb.  4,  5.  The  church 
has  extended  a  call  to  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  to 
become  our  pastor,  which  call  nas  been  accepted.  Bro.  Shank 
will  move  about  June  1.  The  district  meeting  of  women's  work 
at  the  Salem  church,  and  the  meeting  of  men's  work  at  Phillips- 
burg,  Feb.  22,  were  well  attended.  Our  missionary  society  was 
pleasantly  entertained  by  the  sisters  at  Bradford  in  the  church 
parlors  the  first  Thursday  evening  of  this  month.  Mrs.  Robert 
H.  Miller  is  president  of  the  missionary  society. — Mrs.  Fred  A. 
Watson,  Covington,  Ohio,  March  24. 

Dupont. — On  March  7  at  our  regular  business  meeting  D.  P. 
Weller  was  elected  elder;  Verna  Kohart,  re-elected  Sunday-school 
superintendent;  Orville  Spangler,  Christian  Workers'  leader; 
Mrs.  John  Noffsinger,  Messenger  agent  and  correspondent; 
George  Hornish  and  I.  F.  Leatherman,  delegates  to  district 
meeting  at  Fostoria.  We  have  just  completed  the  one  hundred 
per  cent  Messenger  club.  The  Home  Builders'  class  gave  a  play 
at  Christmas  time.— Anna  Measel,  Oakwood,  Ohio,  March  17. 

Eversole. — On. Feb.  9  Bro.  Parker  Filbrun  showed  pictures  of 
Florida  and  Alaska.  The  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on 
Feb.  16  with  sixty-seven  present.  At  this  time  our  men's  work 
was  organized  with  Bro.  Roy  Peters  as  president.  At  our  re- 
cent council  we  decided  to  co-operate  with  Bear  Creek  in  pre- 
Easter  services.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  31.  Our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Conference  will  be  Naomi  Erbaugh.  Delegates  to 
district  conference  will  be  Clarence  Priser,  Anna  M.  Landis  and 
Arben  Lentz.  On  the  evening  of  March  9  Bro.  Howard  Erbaugh 
was  with  us  in  the  interest  of  men's  'work;  his  message  was 
Personal  Evangelism.  A  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  been  organized  to  meet 
the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  nights  of  each  month.  We  have 
been  having  discussions  on  friends.  On  the  evening  of  March  23 
Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  spoke  to  the  young  people  on  How  to  Be  a 
Friend. — Anna   M.   Landis,   Brookville,    Ohio,   March   25. 

Fort  McKinley. — We  are  happy  to  report  that  we  have  the 
Gospel  Messenger  coming  into  every  home  of  our  congregation. 
Our  women's  work  recently  reorganized  with  officers  as  follows: 
president,  Mrs.  John  Sanders;  aid  society  director,  Mrs.  Robert 
DuVall;  peace  and  temperance  director,  Mrs.  T.  S.  Eikenberry; 
mission  director,  Mrs.  Emerson  Rasor;  mother  and  daughter  di- 
rector, Mrs.  Paul  Weimer;  Bible  director,  Mrs.  Russell  Helstern. 
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The  aid  society  has  been  meeting  about  three  times  a  month. 
The  men  of  our  church  recently  entertained  the  men  from  four 
neighboring  churches  in  a  Saturday  evening  meeting.  A  small 
group  of  our  workers  has  been  meeting  each  Monday  evening  for 
prayer  service.  On  March  9  Mrs.  Homer  Bright  was  with  us, 
speaking  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  later  to  the  entire  congregation. 
We  are  planning  a  father  and  son  banquet  for  March  28.  Our 
pre-Easter  services  will  be  conducted  by  the  pastor,  with  a 
play  on  Saturday  evening.  The  choir  is  preparing  an  Easter 
cantata  to  be  given  on  Sunday  evening.  Our  spring  love  feast 
has  been  set  for  April  20. — Mrs.  R.  F.  Helstern,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
March  17. 

Mansfield. — Bro.  J.  D.  Reber,  pastor  of  the  First  church  in 
Cleveland  Heights,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  informative  dis- 
cussion about  our  responsibility  in  maintaining  the  Civilian 
Service  camps.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  been  studying  Bro.  War- 
ren D.  Bowman's  book.  Home  Builders  of  Tomorrow.  Plans 
are  already  under  way  for  Holy  Week  services.  Seven  from 
our  group  were  enrolled  in  interdenominational  evening  classes 
held  every  Tuesday  evening  for  five  weeks.  Some  studied  The 
Prophets  and  Their  Message,  some  Youth  and  Worship,  some 
Building  and  Administering  a  Junior  High  Program,  some  Guid- 
ing Junior  Children  in  Christian  Conduct,  and  still  others  The 
Christian  Growth  of  the  Primary  Child.  Competent  instructors 
helped  us  come  back  to  our  work  more  eager  and  fitted  for  our 
tasks.  The  marriage  of  Margaret  Jacoby  to  Richard  Thorpe  was 
announced  and  the  church  gave  them  a  miscellaneous  shower. — 
La  Nola  Meyers,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  March  10. 

New  Carlisle. — Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  the  Trotwood  church  and 
Pastor  H.  H.  Helman  exchanged  pulpits  on  Feb.  9.  Bro.  Fisher 
gave  us  a  very  helpful  message  on  the  subject,  For  Such  a  Day 
as  This.  Following  this  message  our  first  offering  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  was  received.  On  Feb.  18  our  Sunday  school 
held  its  first  annual  birthday  dinner.  Entire  families  were  urged 
to  attend  and  bring  well-filled  baskets.  Bro.  Galen  Barnhart, 
our  superintendent,  was  toastmaster.  The  speaker  of  the  eve- 
ning was  Rev.  Wobus,  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  church  of  Sid- 
ney, Ohio.  The  offering  of  one  cent  per  year  for  each  one's  age 
was  given  for  missions.  Instead  of  the  sermon  on  Feb.  23,  re- 
ports from  the  men's  and  women's  conferences  of  Southern  Ohio 
were  given.  The  men's  chorus  of  group  two,  men's  work  of 
Southern  Ohio,  gave  a  splendid  program  of  sacred  music  on 
March  2.  The  women's  missionary  society  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  invited  the  other  missionary  societies  of  our  town  to  be 
their  guests  at  a  tea  on  March  6.  Sister  Minnie  Bright  gave  an 
inspiring  message,  and  a  fine  fellowship  was  enjoyed.  Our 
mother  and  daughter  society  held  a  regular  meeting  on  March  11 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Emma  Gump.  At  the  business  meeting 
held  on  March  7  delegates  were  chosen  to  both  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  district  conference.  There  were  interesting  discussions 
on  several  phases  of  our  work.  Our  church  is  planning  to  en- 
tertain the  elders'  meeting  and  district  conference  of  Southern 
Ohio  on  May  2,  3.  In  soul-feasting  messages  Bro.  H.  H.  Helman, 
our  pastor,  is  emphasizing  the  Lenten  spirit  in  our  Sunday  eve- 
ning services. — Ida  Kempton,   New   Carlisle,   Ohio,   March   14. 

Prices  Creek. — At  our  December  council  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of 
Trotwood  was  re-elected  elder.  The  men's  work  gave  a  splendid 
report  for  the  year.  One  of  their  projects  was  putting  out  eight- 
een acres  of  corn.  Another  was  placing  temperance  signs  along 
some  of  the  main  highways.  They  reported  making  $312  during 
the  year.  Cedar  Grove,  a  church  about  eighteen  miles  from 
Prices  Creek,  requested  organization  as  a  separate  congregation, 
and  the  request  was  granted.  On  Dec.  22  the  children  presented 
their  annual  Christmas  program,  ably  assisted  by  the  young 
people,  who  dramatized  the  play.  The  Midnight  Clear.  Various 
classes  spread  Christmas  cheer  by  donations  of  baskets  and 
other  useful  articles  to  needy  families.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  work- 
ing hard  under  the  leadership  of  our  presidents,  Sisters  Melissa 
Cline  and  Martha  Royer.  We  have  been  assisting  the  Red  Cross 
and  have  done  considerable  work  for  European  relief.  The  of- 
ferings from  the  mite  boxes  amounted  to  $69.36.  In  the  new 
year  our  pastor  has  given  some  very  spiritual  and  worth-while 
sermons  on  the  Beatitudes.  At  one  of  our  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices the  intermediate  class  presented  a  play,  Peace  I  Leave  With 
You,  written  by  their  teacher,  Bro.  Kenneth  Miller.  The  young 
people  exceeded  their  goal  of  $75  in  their  giving  to  the  Youth 
Serves  Project.  They  now  have  B.  Y.  P.  D.  services  every  other 
Sunday  evening.  On  March  2  Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg  of  Elgin  worshiped  with  us,  Bro.  Funderburg  delivering  the 
message.  The  Wares  Chapel  Evangelical  church  co-operated 
with  us  in  observing  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  Twenty-one 
ladies  attended  the  women's  work  conference  at  Salem.  Bro. 
R.  H.  Nicodemus  will  assist  us  in  our  revival.  We  are  making 
plans  for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school. — Mrs.  Paul  Getz,  West 
Manchester.  Ohio.  March  14. 

Sidney. — The  church  voted  to  support  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  and  has  contributed  $115  to  date.  Arrangements 
are  being  made  for  a  father  and  son,  and  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  to  be  held  this  spring.  Some  splendid  improvements 
have  been  made  to  the  church  and  parsonage  and  others  are 
planned.  Several  men  and  women  attended  the  men's  work  and 
women's  work  meeting  at  the  Salem  church.  The  young  people 
have  pledged  $30  to  the  Youth  Serves  project  and  are  working 
hard  to  raise  the  money.  The  ladies'  aid  society  has  been  sewing 
for  the  local  Red  Cross  in  addition  to  their  regular  line  of  work. 
Our  pastor  and  wife  and  several  others  went  to  the  Pleasant 
Hill  church  March  18.    Our  pastor  delivered  the  message  and  the 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.   C,  April  23. 

Maryland,  M  i  d  d  1  e — Martins- 
burg,  W.  Va„  ARril  16,  17. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — H  a  t- 
field,  April  30,  May  1. 

Pennsylvania,  Southeast- 
ern, N.  J.,  &  E.  New  York — 
Coventry,  April  17. 

Virginia,  Firs  t — Green  Hill, 
April  16-18. 

Virginia,  Northern — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,   April    18,    19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April  23-25. 

LOVE    FEASTS 
California 

April  14,   Chico. 

April  18,  Waterford. 

April  27,  6:30  pm,  Pasadena. 

May  4,  4  pm,  Glendale,  First. 

Florida 

April  16,  Okeechobee. 


Illinois 

7:30    pm, 


Hurricane 


7:30     pm,     Walnut 


April    12, 
Creek. 

April     12, 
Grove. 

April  14,  7  pm,  Okaw. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Mt.  Morris. 

May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 
Creek. 

Indiana 

April  12,  Second,  South  Bend. 

April   14,   7:30   pm,  North  Wi- 
nona. 

April    15,    Walnut. 

April  26,  7:30  pm,  Brick,  Nettle 
Creek. 

April  27,  Union  Grove. 

May  2,  7  pm,  Roann. 

May   3,   7:30   pm,    Mexico. 

May    8,    Blue    River. 

May  24,   7:30   pm,   Middletown. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 

June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

April  30,  English  River. 
May  24,  Fernald. 

Kansas 
April   13,   Conway   Springs. 
April  13,   Hutchinson. 
April  13,  Monitor. 
April      13,      8      pm,      Conway 

Springs. 
April  16,  Independence. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Belleville. 

Maryland 

April  27,  5  pm,  Woodberry. 
April  27,  6:30  pm,  Sams  Creek. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
May  11,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
May  17,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
May  25,  Ridgely. 

Michigan 
April  11,  8  pm,  Florence. 

Minnesota 
April  11,  Lewiston. 


Missouri 

May  17,  Shoal  Creek. 

Nebraska 

April  14,  Lincoln. 

Ohio 


Pleasant  Valley. 
7 :30     pm,     Pleasant 


7  pm,  Fostoria. 
7:30  pm,  Hamilton. 
7:30      pm.      Silver 

pm,  Sand  Ridge. 
Fort  McKinley. 
7:30     pm.     Canton, 


April  11, 

April     12, 
Hill. 

April  13,  Canton,  Maple  Ave- 
nue. 

April   13, 

April   13, 

April      13, 
Creek. 

April  13, 

April  20, 

April     20, 
First. 

May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

Oklahoma 

April  16,  8  pm,  Guthrie. 
April  20,  Big  Creek. 

Oregon 

April  12,  Myrtle  Point. 
May  3,  Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

April  13,  Coventry. 

April  13,  Hooversville. 

April  13,  Lebanon. 

April  13,  Windber. 

April  13,  6  pm,  Somerset. 

April  13,  7  pm,  Tyrone. 

April  20,  Fairview. 

April  27,  Dunnings  Creek. 

April  27,  Ligonier. 

April  27,  7  pm,  Bell  wood. 

May  4,  East  Petersburg. 

May  4,  Palmyra. 

May  4,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

May  4,  6:30  pm,  Huntsdale. 

May  4,  6:30  pm,  New  Enter- 
prise. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Norristown. 

May  9,  10,  1:30  pm,  Annville. 

May  11,  10  am,  Shrewsbury. 

May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

May   11,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove. 

May  11,  Germantown. 

May  11,  7  pm,  Snake  Spring 
Valley. 

May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 

May  17,  1:30  pm,  Conestoga. 
Bareville. 

May  17,  18,  Salunga. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,   Mummerts. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Ridge,  Fogel- 
sanger   house. 

May  24,  25,  10  am,  Schuylkill. 

May   25,   Codorus. 

May  25,  Lower  Conewago, 
Bermudian  house. 

May  27,  28,   10  am,  Chiques. 

June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 

Tennessee 
April  26,  Mt.  Valley. 

Virginia 

April  12,  Moscow. 
April  12,  6  pm,  Oak  Grove. 
April   13,  4  pm,  Green  Hill. 
April     13,     6:30     pm,     Fairfax, 

Oakton. 
April  28,  Cloverdale. 
May  4,  Sangerville. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Greenmount,  Mt. 

Zion. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Timberville. 
May  12,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Bethel. 
May  18,  7  pm,  Linville  Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 
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men's  quartet  sang.  At  our  quarterly  council  on  March  20  Bro. 
G.  L.  Wine  was  re-elected  elder  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Blough  and  wife  were  chosen  delegates  to  district  conference. 
The  men's  work  organization  of  group  two  will  hold  its  meeting 
in  our  church  in  May.  A  men's  chorus  has  been  organized,  and 
a  quartet  becomes  a  part  of  the  chorus.  Special  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices will  be  held  by  our  pastor.  A  sunrise  service  at  the  church 
and  an  Easter  program  are  being  arranged.  Our  pastor  will  have 
a  part  in  the  union  three-hour  service  on  Good  Friday.- — Mar- 
garet Friend,   Sidney,  Ohio,  March  22. 

Oklahoma 
Big  Creek. — We  held  a  school  of  missions  during  January. 
Each  Sunday  evening  there  were  study  groups  and  then  stere- 
opticon  slide  lectures  given  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  A.  Byerly. 
Most  of  these  slides  were  about  China  and  other  mission  work. 
The  entire  program  was  interesting.  Much  sickness  in  our 
vicinity  has  lowered  the  attendance  during  the  winter  months. 
Bro.  Byerly  attended  the  regional  conference  at  McPherson, 
Feb.  23-28.  A  box  of  war  relief  clothing  was  sent  in  February. 
Brethren  R.  A.  Byerly  and  Arthur  Holderread  represented  our 
congregation  at  a  special  district  meeting  held  at  Thomas,  Okla., 
March  3.  Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman  was  present  and  explained  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  work.  Bro.  Leslie  Holderread  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  men's  work  group,  and  Sister  Lottie 
Pippenger  has  been  re-elected  president  of  women's  work.  At 
our  quarterly  council  on  March  13  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  set  the  dates  and  work  out  details  for  a  vacation  Bible  school. 
The  church  voted  to  keep  Bro.  Byerly  as  pastor  another  year. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening,  April  20. — Abbie 
S.  Pote,  Ripley,  Okla.,  March  17. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — To  date  170  pounds  of  clothing  have  been  sent 
to  China,  and  $73  has  been  received  for  relief  in  China.  A  sum 
of  $22  has  been  given  to  the  Brethren  Service  camp  fund.  At  the 
mother  and  daughter  program  on  Jan.  2  a  drama,  The  Two 
Builders,  was  presented  to  a  large  audience.  The  blue  plates 
which  were  given  out  a  year  ago  were  received  with  a  total 
sum  of  $48.75  raised  by  this  method  to  be  used  in  our  building 
fund.  On  Feb.  13  the  ladies'  aid  met  at  the  home  of  Olga  John- 
son to  sew  for  one  of  our  members  and  to  make  bandages  for 
the  needy  in  China.  On  Feb.  2  several  of  our  members  attended 
the  joint  church  at  work  conference  at  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman,  and  wife  attended  the  National 
Christian  Mission  at  Portland,  Oregon.  Our  church  council  was 
held  on  March  9.  Bro.  Stutsman  and  wife  will  be  with  us  an- 
other year.  We  decided  to  hold  a  vacation  Bible  school  if  suf- 
ficient help  can  be  obtained. — Teckla  Olsen,  Grants  Pass,  Ore- 
gon, March  17. 

Myrtle  Point. — On  Dec.  31  the  mother  and  daughter  group 
with  their  invited  guests,  the  fathers  and  sons,  met  for  an  hour's 
program.  Mrs.  Robert  Kroeger  gave  a  splendid  reading  which 
was  followed  by  a  discussion  on  home  relationships,  led  by  Sis- 
ter Wicks.  Games  were  enjoyed  until  11:30,  when  an  impres- 
sive candlelighting  service  was  held,  and  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  gave 
a  devotional  talk.  The  church  bell  rang  the  old  year  out  and 
the  new  year  in.  Four  of  the  Myrtle  Point  churches  united  for 
four  weeks  of  evangelistic  services.  The  meetings  began  Jan.  26 
when  Rev.  Mitchelmore  of  the  Presbyterian  church  spoke  each 
evening  for  a  week  in  the  Church  of  Christ  building.  The  next 
week  Dr.  White  of  the  Church  of  Christ  preached  each  evening 
in  the  Methodist  church.  The  following  week  Rev.  Pryor,  the 
Methodist  pastor,  spoke  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  During 
the  closing  week  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  preached  each  evening  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  The  meetings  were  well  attended;  some 
faithful  ones  being  present  at  every  service.  We  feel  that  the 
meetings  were  very  worth  while  in  that  they  established  a 
friendly  relationship  which  could  not  be  attained  in  any  other 
way.  After  services  on  Sunday  evening,  Feb.  23,  one  junior 
boy  was  baptized.  On  Feb.  28  we  joined  with  the  other  churches 
in  observing  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  in  the  Methodist  church. 
On  March  2  the  church  at  work  conference  was  held  in  our 
church.  Bro.  Frank  D.  Howell,  field  representative  of  La  Verne 
College,  gave  a  good  sermon  on  Come  and  See.  In  a  sectional 
meeting  for  young  people  and  adults  worship  was  discussed 
under  three  parts:  the  Usher,  by  M.  F.  Drake;  the  Music  Direc- 
tor, by  Mrs.  Howard  Johnson;  the  Worshiper,  by  Mary  Har- 
lacher.  Interesting  discussions  were  continued  after  a  basket 
dinner,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  Howell  preached  a  splendid  ser- 
man  on  Confidential  Faith.  At  our  council  on  March  9  Merle 
Poland  was  elected  local  secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  and  Louis  Root  as  solicitor  for  the  Brethren  mutual 
aid  association.  Lyle  Paull  and  Orlin  Lett  were  elected  deacons. 
— Minnie  M.  Hermann,  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon,  March  11. 

Pennsylvania 
Annville. — On  Christmas  Eve  our  young  people  went  caroling 
and  left  tokens  on  doorknobs.  On  Feb.  9  the  members  of  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  rendered  a  program  on  Stewardship  at  the  church 
at  Myerstown.  On  Feb.  11  Eliza  B.  Miller,  returned  missionary, 
gave  a  talk  at  Annville.  On  Feb.  16  our  chorus  rendered  a  pro- 
gram at  Annville.  On  March  2  Bro.  Jonathan  King  of  Myers- 
town  gave  a  very  helpful  welfare  sermon.  On  the  evening  of 
March  3  we  met  in  council  with  Brethren  Nathan  Martin  of 
Lebanon  and  Norman  Musser  of  Mountville,  members  of  the  min- 
isterial board,  to  install  Bro.  Harvey  Kline  to  the  ministry  and 


Brethren  Monroe  Zeigler  and  Alfred  Gingrich  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  On  March  11  we  met  in  council  to  handle  our  regular 
business.  Much  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  relief  cups 
as  shown  by  the  offerings.  New  appointments  and  reappoint- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  year  1941.  Our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Conference  is  Harold  Bomberger,  and  Harry  Gingrich  is 
alternate.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Harry  Gingrich, 
Monroe  Zeigler  and  Alfred  Gingrich.  Sister  Sue  Zeigler  is  pres- 
ident of  the  aid  society.  Our  young  people  are  looking  forward 
to  the  fellowship  meeting  of  the  Eastern  District  which  will  be 
held  on  April  27  at  Annville.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
evangelistic  services  beginning  May  10,  to  be  conducted  by  Bro. 
Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
May  9  and  10. — Fannie  K.  Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  March  17. 
Conesioga. — Two  sermons,  The  Art  of  Forgetting  Things  That 
Mar,  and  The  Day  After,  marked  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 
On  Jan.  12  we  had  an  interesting  missionary  meeting  planned 
by  the  Willing  Workers'  Bible  class.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer 
spoke  at  both  afternoon  and  evening  sessions  about  the  Church 
at  Work  in  China,  and  also  gave  impressive  pictures  of  condi- 
tions there,  and  of  the  great  task  yet  to  be  done.  On  Feb.  9 
we  had  our  regular  quarterly  missionary  meeting  when  Bro. 
H.  B.  Yoder  of  Lancaster  brought  us  a  challenging  message  on 
Achieving  for  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  an  offering  of  $154  was 
lifted.  Our  congregation  was  well  represented  at  our  special 
district  meeting  at  Elizabethtown  on  Feb.  22.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  our  elder,  Bro.  D.  S.  Myer,  gave  a  report  of  the 
work  done  and  of  plans  made  for  supporting  our  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps.  A  liberal  offering  was  lifted  for  this  work. 
On  March  12  at  our  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  reports 
of  committees  and  auxiliaries  of  the  church  were  presented. 
Eleven  certificates  of  membership  were  granted.  We  decided  to 
arrange  for  evening  services  during  Holy  Week.  Delegates  to 
district  meeting  are  Sister  Mildred  Myer  and  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Harry  Heinaman.  We  recently  enjoyed  a  visit  of  the  mixed 
quartet  from  the  Akron  church.  We  appreciated  a  visit  from 
Bro.  Milton  Hess  of  the  Mountville  church,  who  preached  on 
Working  Together  With  God.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
May   17. — Minnie  M.  Myer,   Leola,   Pa.,   March   14. 

Fredericksburg. — One  of  our  oldest  members,  Mrs.  Fianna 
Hummel,  died  Jan.  29.  Two  delegates  and  a  number  of  others 
attended  the  special  district  meeting  held  at  Elizabethtown, 
Feb.  22.  On  March  3  at  our  regular  church  council  Bro.  S.  G. 
Meyer  was  re-elected  elder.  Bro.  Perry  Sanger  from  the  Mid- 
way congregation  brought  us  a  helpful  sermon  on  child  rescue 
work  on  the  evening  of  March  9  at  the  Union  house.  On  the 
afternoon  of  March  16  our  church  had  charge  of  the  services  at 
the  Lebanon  County  Home.  Bro.  Ammon  Merkey  preached  and 
some  of  our  members  rendered  special  music.  A  number  of  our 
folks  attended  the  meeting  in  the  Little  Swatara  congregation  at 
which  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher  explained  how  the  Selective  Service  Act 
is  related  to  our  church  program. — Mrs.  Light  M.  Bomberger, 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  March   17. 

Long  Run. — Our  church  has  a  new  coat  of  paint.  The  Souder- 
ton  Needle  Work  Guild  of  America  sent  us  a  splendid  assortment 
of  clothing  which  has  been  distributed  among  needy  families. 
The  Richland  church  presented  us  with  seventy-five  songbooks, 
and  a  group  from  the  Hatfield  church  gave  us  folding  chairs  for 
our  primary  department.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  interest  and 
help  we  have  received,  since  this  is  a  mission  point  and  we  are 
few  in  number.  The  ministerium  of  Weissport  directed  a  week 
of  prayer  in  January.  One  of  the  meetings  was  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  and  Rev.  James  Rapp  of  the  Evangelical  church 
delivered  a  splendid  message  to  a  full  house.  The  offering  went 
to  the  ministerium  to  help  the  needy  in  our  district.  On  Feb.  27 
Mrs.  Grace  Brown  of  the  Weissport  Evangelical  church  directed 
a  playlet  of  her  own  production,  using  people  from  her  church 
and  from  ours.  The  play  dramatized  very  beautifully  the  change 
that  can  come  into  a  home  and  into  the  individual  life  when 
Christ  comes  in  to  stay. — Mrs.  Helen  Reber,  Bowmanstown,  Pa., 
March  19. 

Shamokin. — Regardless  of  bad  weather  and  sickness  our  evan- 
gelistic meetings  from  Feb.  24  to  March  9  were  well  attended. 
Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Ohio  delivered  fine  gospel  messages  which 
were  helpful  not  only  to  our  own  members  but  to  visitors. 
Friends  from  neighboring  churches  rendered  special  music  and 
their  efforts  were  greatly  appreciated.  On  Sunday  afternoon, 
March  16,  five  were  baptized.  There  were  also  three  reconse- 
crations.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to  the  Easter  season  with 
renewed  hope  for  better  work  for  the  advancement  of  the 
church. — Desna  Weikel,   Shamokin,  Pa.,  March   17. 

Spring  Creek. — Our  congregation  had  open  house  at  the  par- 
sonage during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Friendships  were 
strengthened  as  our  pastor  and  wife  entertained  the  church 
members  in  zone  groups  on  several  nights  with  a  program  and 
refreshments.  The  mixed  chorus  rendered  a  Christmas  cantata 
entitled  The  Monarch  Divine  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  A.  G. 
Breidenstine.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  service  on  Christmas  Eve 
and  went  caroling.  On  New  Year's  Eve  we  enjoyed  a  candle- 
lighting  service  which  was  in  charge  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  The 
Servants  of  the  Master  class  held  a  successful  rummage  sale  in 
December.  The  Grantham  College  choir  and  the  Juniata  Col- 
lege choir  each  gave  a  special  program  in  February.  On  Feb.  28 
a  World  Day  of  Prayer  service  was  held  in  our  church.  Mary 
Schaeffer  was  the  speaker.  The  men's  work  held  a  father  and 
son  meeting  on  March  8.  The  ladies'  aid  is  having  all-day  sew- 
ings on  Wednesdays.     Our  mixed  chorus  and  junior  chorus  are 
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helping  the  worship  service  with  the  songs  they  render.  At  our 
quarterly  council  we  voted  to  send  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Herbert 
Miller  as  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Orie  Grove  has 
been  elected  local  secretary  for  Brethren  Civilian  Service  work. 
A  committee  is  going  from  house  to  house  to  explain  the  need  of 
sacrificial  giving  to  support  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  and 
the  stand  we,  as  a  peace  church,  take  in  helping  the  needy,  and 
refugees.  We  are  planning  to  have  our  church  and  parsonage 
repainted  this  spring.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  Bible  insti- 
tute by  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Elizabethtown  College  this  week 
end. — Mrs.  Mary  E.  Kauffman,  Campbelltown,  Pa.,  March  14. 

Virginia 

Chrisliansburg. — -The  church  fellowship  has  been  enriched  by 
the  addition  of  several  new  families.  The  pastor  conducted  a 
class  for  the  conscientious  objectors  in  the  early  fall.  The  at- 
tendance in  the  young  people's  department  has  been  commend- 
able. Choosing  their  own  units  of  study,  they  have  discussed 
How  Can  I  Find  God?  How  Can  We  Get  Along  With  Our  Par- 
ents? Why  Go  to  Church?  and  Prayer.  A  nativity  pageant  and 
white  gift  service  was  given  Dec.  22  and  the  offering  amounted 
to  $24.10.  Nine  boxes  of  fruit  were  taken  to  as  many  families 
and  two  boxes  of  clothing  were  given.  Gifts  to  the  church  in- 
cluded a  light  for  the  piano,  a  light  on  the  outside  of  the  church, 
and  curtains  for  the  front  of  the  church.  Other  gifts  of  service 
and  substance  were  pledged.  The  children  rendered  a  program 
on  Dec.  25.  On  Dec.  31  the  young  people  held  a  social  and  watch 
service.  The  pastor  and  family  attended  the  Spiritual  Life  In- 
stitute at  Bridgewater,  Jan.  6-10.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table 
for  Floyd  and  Montgomery  counties  was  held  at  the  Christians- 
burg  church  Jan.  11.  A  workers'  council  is  held  monthly.  Help- 
ful business  meetings  and  socials  are  held  each  month  by  the 
adult  classes.  A  new  furnace  has  been  installed  recently  in  our 
church.  The  men  have  done  some  work  on  the  church  grounds 
and  will  paint  the  church  soon.  The  women's  group  has  been 
busy  providing  food  and  clothing  for  the  sick  and  needy  of  the 
community  and  church.  They  have  been  quilting  and  carrying 
on  monthly  programs.  Our  church,  the  Methodist,  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian  churches  of  the  town  are  having  well-attended 
union  midweek  and  Sunday  evening  services.  Interest  is  grow- 
ing in  choir  practice  held  each  Thursday  evening  at  the  church. 
On  Dec.  29  Mrs.  Swigart  began  a  series  of  discussions  on  How  to 
Meet  Failure,  How  to  Meet  Sorrows,  How  to  Meet  Criticism,  and 
How  to  Meet  Disappointment.  On  Feb.  9  the  young  people  gave 
the  play,  The  Abundance  of  Corn,  at  Pulaski.  The  Bridgewater 
glee  club  will  render  a  program  on  March  21.  A  district  wom- 
en's missionary  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in 
March,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Swigart  will  give  an  address  on  Why 
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I  Believe  in  Missions.— Mrs.  H.  S.  Spradling,  Christiansburg,  Va., 
March  17. 

Middle  River. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Feb.  21.  Dele- 
gates elected  to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Waynesboro 
April  23-25  are  Brethren  Joseph  Humbert  and  E.  C.  Geiman.  The 
treasurer  reported  that  the  total  receipts  for  the  past  year 
amounted  to  $3,675.96.  The  district  adult  round  table  was  held 
at  our  church  on  Feb.  23.  The  various  churches  of  the  commu- 
nity joined  in  the  observance  of  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  on 
Feb.  28.  Pre-Easter  services  will  be  held  beginning  April  8,  with 
the  love  feast  on  Thursday  evening. — Bessie  Diehl,  Staunton,  Va., 
March  18. 
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HE  1/  RISEN... 

In  the  end  of  the  sabbath,  as  it  began  to  dawn  toward  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary  to 
see  the  sepulchre.  And,  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake: 
for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  descended  from  heaven,  and  came  and 
rolled  back  the  stone  from  the  door,  and  sat  upon  it.  His  coun- 
tenance was  like  lightning,  and  his  raiment  white  as  snow: 
And  for  fear  of  him  the  keepers  did  shake,  and  became  as  dead 
men. 

And  the  angel  answered  and  said  unto  the  women,  Fear  not 
ye:  for  I  know  that  ye  seek  Jesus,  which  was  crucified.  He  is  not 
here:  for  he  is  risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  the 
Lord  lay.  And  go  quickly,  and  tell  his  disciples  that  he  is  risen 
from  the  dead;  and,  behold,  he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee; 
there  shall  ye  see  him:  lo,  I  have  told  you. 

And  they  departed  quickly  from  the  sepulchre  with  fear  and 
great  joy;  and  did  run  to  bring  his  disciples  word. 

—Matt.  28:  1-8 
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Many  pastors  are  finding  this  little 
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A  Typical  Lesson 

GOD 

Learn  the  answer 


Memorize  the  first  text 
to  each  question. 


FIRST   WEEK'S   WORK 

1.  Who  is  God? 

God  is  the  great  Creator  of  all  the  earth,  and  our  heav- 
enly  Father. 

Gen.  1:  1 — In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven 
and    the    earth. 

Gen.  2:  1-4;   Isa.  40:28;  Heb.  11:3. 

2.  Is  there  only  one  God? 

There  is  but  one,  the  living  and  true  God.  God  is  a 
Spirit,  who  shows  himself  to  us  in  three  Persons — 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Isa.  45:  5;   John  4:  24;    1  Cor.  8:  6;   Eph.  4:  6. 


3.  Is  God  good? 


God  is  righteous  and  holy,  and  all  his  ways  are  good. 
Ex.  34:6;   Deut.  32:3,  4;    Psa.   107:8,  9;   Jer.  9:24. 
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By  Anetta  C.  Mow- 
Do  you  remember  many  years  ago 

When  every  kitchen  held  a  spinning  wheel, 
When  Aunty  used  to  card  and  spin  and  sew 

And  wind  soft  fluffy  wool  upon  the  reel? 

But  now  the  wheel  stands  "still"  behind  the  door, 
A  grand,  old,  dusty  relic  of  the  past, 

Bringing  back  tender  memories  of  yore 
To  you  and  me  so  long  as  time  shall  last. 


Number  16 


See    Church    at    Work, 
Pages  18-21 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER  CLUB  PLAN 

A     FAMEL     D1SCUSSIOM 

1.  What  is  the  Gospel  Messenger  Club  Plan?  It  is  an  arrangement 
whereby  a  quantity  rate  is  applied  to  the  Gospel  Messenger,  mak- 
ing it  possible  for  more  Brethren  homes  to  receive  the  paper. 

2.  What  is  that  rate?  There  are  two  rates:  (a)  Where  100%  of  the  resi- 
dent family  units  will  subscribe  to  the  paper  the  rate  is  $1.00  per 
year;  (b)  if  only  75%  subscribe  the  rate  is  $1.25  per  year. 

3.  What  is  a  resident  family  unit?  For  the  purpose  of  figuring  Messen- 
ger club  percentages,  it  is  suggested  that  any  household  in  the 
bounds  of  your  congregation  having  at  least  one  member  of  the 
church  in  it  should  be  considered  as  a  family  unit.  Where  a  mem- 
ber lives  in  a  nonmember  home  and  is  employed,  this  plan  would 
consider  that  family  as  an. additional  family  unit. 

4.  What  is  the  best  method  of  handling  a  club  plan?  There  are  sev- 
eral ways  to  do  this:  (a)  Have  the  church  decide  to  adopt  the  plan, 
placing  it  in  the  budget,  and  send  in  the  names  of  all  family  units, 
(b)  Some  adult  group  such  as  Men's  Work,  Women's  Work,  or  Aid 
Society,  might  sponsor  such  a  club,  asking  all  who  can  to  pay  their 
own  subscription  and  then  for  others  the  sponsoring  group  will  take 
the  funds  from  their  own  treasury,  (c)  In  some  churches  funds  are 
taken  from  the  Sunday  school,  (d)  Birthday  offerings  are  used  in 
other  churches,    (e)  Individual  contributions. 

5.  How  can  we  determine  what  family  groups  to  include?  We  believe 
each  local  church  should  determine  this  for  themselves,  as  condi- 
tions vary  greatly  between  congregations. 

6.  What  would  a  non-resident  member  pay  for  the  Gospel  Messenger 
if  one's  church  had  the  100%  Club  Plan?    The  75%  Club  Plan?     (a) 

$1.00.    (b)  $1.25. 

7.  May  inactive  members  receive  club  plan  rates?  Yes,  the  same  as 
non-resident. 

8.  What  rate  would  apply  to  additional  non-members?  The  same  that 
regular  family  units  enjoy. 

9.  Our  subscriptions  do  not  expire  at  the  same  time.  How  can  we  set 
up  a  club?  Determine  upon  some  definite  date  when  most  of  your 
subscriptions  expire,  then  adjust  all  others  to  this  date  by  sending  in 
fractional  year  subscriptions. 

10.  Must  club  subscriptions  be  sent  in  at  one  time  or  can  they  be  sent  in 
any  time?  For  economic  reasons  we  prefer  club  subscriptions  be 
grouped.  You  may  have  two  or  three  groups  a  year,  but  it  is  more 
economical  for  us  to  handle  group  subscriptions.  However,  if  neces- 
sary, single  subscriptions  may  be  sent  in  any  time. 

1 1 .  Where  there  is  more  than  one  preaching  point  how  shall  we  qualify 
for  club  rates?  Either  as  one  congregation,  or  if  this  isn't  advisable 
then  let  each  preaching  point  work  as  a  separate  unit.  However,  a 
family  unit  can  be  included  in  only  one  group. 

12.  What  rate  is  made  to  those  who  do  not  qualify  in  any  club?     The 

$2.00  regular  subscription  rate  remains. 
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Oc)itoiial 


Forward,  Christian  Pioneer! 

In  American  history  the  pioneer  was  the  one 
who  pressed  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  settled  and 
tried  country  in  the  hope  of  finding  something 
better.  Sometimes  he  found  it  in  his  lifetime, 
and  sometimes  he  did  not.  Most  of  us  who  sit  in 
rocking  chairs  in  comfortable  homes  have  little  or 
no  idea  of  what  the  pioneer  paid  out  in  toil  and 
blood  that  we  might  enter  into  the  harvest  of  his 
dreams.  What  we  have  to  enjoy  is  ours  because 
some  pioneer  never  gave  up. 

In  much  the  same  way  the  Christian  pioneer 
ventures  on  into  the  realms  of  the  untried,  seek- 
ing out  the  better  way  of  life.  Or  it  may  be  he 
is  just  insisting  on  a  closer  following  of  the  Master 
in  the  areas  of  conduct  we  know.  But  having  set 
his  face  toward  a  certain  goal  in  Christian  living, 
the  Christian  pioneer  refuses  to  retreat.  The  set 
of  his  face  is  forward.  When  he  comes  to  a  cross- 
road he  takes  the  one  that  leads  on. 

One  of  our  Friends  was  thinking  of  the  Chris- 
tian pioneer's  problem  when  he  wrote:  "We  are 
in  this  thing  three  hundred  years  too  deep  to  back 
down.  It  is  no  farther  through  to  the  other  side 
than  to  turn  back.  Confidence  in  our  testimony 
and  profession  of  peace  in  the  future  depends  upon 
an  all-out  sacrifice."  The  Christian  pioneer  is  not 
going  to  falter  at  this  or  any  other  stage  of  the 
test.  H.  A.  B. 

For   Emotion   and   Intelligence 

"A  second  major  observation  was  that  we  have 
become  afraid  of  emotion."  That  was  an  observa- 
tion of  major  importance  indeed.  Emotion  is  the 
dynamic  that  gets  things  to  going.  This  extreme 
and  unreasoning  fear  of  it  has  provided  fertile  soil 
for  the  growth  of  all  manner  of  cults  which  live 
on  nothing  but  emotion. 

Intelligence  and  emotion  need  each  other.  They 
can  live  together  on  the  friendliest  of  terms  and 
must,  if  either  is  to  be  of  any  use  in  helping  the 


kingdom  of  God  to  come.  The  first  is  the  balance 
wheel  for  keeping  the  second  under  control.  The 
second  is  the  fire  for  putting  steam  under  the 
first.  E.  F. 

Among  the  Basic  Needs 

Both  the  journalist  and  the  magazine  in  which 
his  article  appears  are  of  the  high  class  type.  They 
have  a  well-earned  reputation  for  reliability.  The 
article  is  an  appraisal  of  one  of  the  smaller  relig- 
ious sects,  in  some  respects  much  like  our  own. 
After  noting  the  strict  integrity  characteristic  of 
these  people,  the  author  goes  on  to  say  by  way  of 
contrast: 

"I  never  knew  or  heard  of  a  modern  statesman 
.  .  .  who  would  boggle  for  an  instant  at  lying  like 
a  hundred  devils,  if  some  political  exigency  re- 
quired it  of  him;  nor  one  who  would  not  on  like 
occasion  break  his  word  at  a  moment's  notice,  con- 
nive at  any  form  of  violence  and  crime,  or  act  the 
part  of  an  arrant  swindler.  The  [people  under 
discussion]  will  do  none  of  these  things  under  any 
circumstances.  .  .  .  And  this,  I  repeat,  no  modern 
statesman  that  I  know  or  ever  heard  of  seems 
either  able  to  do  or  even  notably  desirous  of  do- 
ing." 

Those  are  strong  words  indeed.  One  would  like 
to  believe  that  they  exaggerate  the  facts.  But  we 
have  seen  enough  within  the  last  year  to  beget  a 
great  fear  that  they  come  too  close  to  the  cold 
truth  for  the  safety  of  our  country. 

Speaking  of  what  the  country  needs,  as  many  of 
us  have  been  doing  lately,  can  there  be  any  ques- 
tion that  one  of  the  most  basic  things  is  common 
honesty  in  her  public  servants?  Is  it  not  the  most 
basic  need?  What  is  more  fundamental  than  in- 
tegrity? If  men  in  positions  of  public  trust  cannot 
be  trusted,  then  all  hope  of  better  things  in  na- 
tional and  international  life  is  gone. 

Public  officials  are  made  of  private  citizens. 
There  is  no  way  to  get  more  honesty  in  our  public 
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life,  except  to  put  more  of  it  into  private  people. 
That  is  the  job  of  Christian  evangelism  and  Chris- 
tian education.  The  church  is  in  the  world  for  this 
very  purpose.  This  is  precisely  what  Jesus  said 
in  his  final  charge. 

Along  with  the  group  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has,  or  at 
least  once  had,  a  fairly  well-earned  reputation  for 
honest  dealing  and  simple  living.  That  reputation 
is  worth  preserving.  The  opportunity  welcomes 
us  with  wide-open  arms. 

Here  is  another  kind  of  defense  program,  the 
urgency  of  which  is  overwhelming.  The  demand 
for  this  product,  though  unexpressed  and  in  large 
part  unrealized,  is  far  greater  than  we  shall  be 
able  to  supply  in  a  long  time,  working  day  and 
night.  e.  f. 

Stories  of  Our  Brethren 

"There  Is  No  God" 

"Good  morning,  lady,  would  you  give  me  a  bite 
to  eat?  I  am  really  hungry.  Had  very  little  yes- 
terday," were  the  words  of  a  strapping  big  man  to 
a  little  woman  about  to  eat  her  dinner.  Her  hus- 
band had  just  eaten  his  noon  lunch  and  gone  to 
work.  For  a  good  reason  she  was  not  ready  to  eat 
when  she  had  him  sit  down  to  the  table.  Thus 
her  own  lunch  was  still  waiting  to  be  eaten. 

Looking  him  squarely  in  the  face  she  said: 
"Why,  yes,  I  will  feed  you.  I  have  not  yet  eaten 
dinner,  though  it  has  been  beckoning  me.  Be 
seated  and  I  will  give  you  what  I  had  prepared 
for  myself."  So  saying  she  turned  to  the  kitchen 
and  returned  with  a  tray  well  loaded  with  appe- 
tizing food  and  a  cup  of  hot  coffee. 

At  first  he  protested  that  he  did  not  wish  to  eat 
her  dinner.  Rather  would  he  go  hungry  than  have 
her  be  dinnerless.  But  she  insisted  that  he  should 
eat  while  the  food  was  hot,  saying  that  it  should 
not  be  a  hardship  for  her  to  go  without  one  meal 
when  he  was  forced  to  miss  so  many  good  meals. 
While  he  was  devouring  the  food,  just  as  a  hun- 
gry man  would,  the  following  conversation  was 
carried  on. 

"Why  are  you  not  working?" 

"Not  able  to  find  a  job  though  I  have  tried  hard 
and  long." 

"Out  of  money,  are  you?" 

"Yes,  I  hardly  know  what  money  looks  like." 

"Life  has  been  unkind  to  you  in  this  good 
world?" 

"Lady,  you  don't  know  this  world  as  I  do.  This 
is  a  hard  world  and  the  poor  man  has  no  chance." 

"You  are  mistaken.  God  made  this  world  and 
his  is  a  good  world." 

"Don't  talk  to  me  about  God.    There  is  no  God." 


"Yes,  there  is  and  he  is  a  good  God.  He  made  a 
good  world.  We  ourselves  have  made  it  bad,  if 
bad  it  is.  Were  it  not  for  my  faith  in  him  and  my 
experience  with  him,  I  would  never  have  given 
my  dinner  to  you.  I  know  that  God  is.  He  is  my 
Friend,  your  Friend;  my  Father,  your  Father." 

Her  simple  faith  and  absolute  sincerity  startled 
him.  He  had  not  heard  such  words  for  many  a 
day.  She  had  shared  her  dinner  with  him,  nay, 
had  given  him,  a  stranger,  her  own  dinner  and 
was  going  without  food  for  that  meal.  This  was  a 
new  experience  for  him.  Might  there  be  a  God 
after  all,  and  was  what  she  had  just  said  true? 
Her  faith  and  words  reminded  him  of  his  own 
mother,  now  gone,  often  forgotten,  but  back  in  his 
own  life  again  just  then. 

Dinner  over,  the  conversation  drew  to  a  close 
and  he  arose  to  go.  Her  last  words  rang  in  his 
ears  all  day:  "There  is  a  God.  If  it  were  not  for 
my  faith  in  him  and  my  experience  with  him,  I 
would  never  have  shared  my  dinner  with  you." 

As  he  trudged  along  the  highway  he  said  to 
himself:     "Might  she  be  right  after  all?" 

J.  E.  M. 

How  He  Got  to  Feeling  Better 

A  man  we  know  fairly  well  found  himself  in  a 
mood  of  questioning  what  profit  there  is,  if  any, 
under  the  sun.  The  failure  of  goodness  to  receive 
just  recognition,  the  success  of  self-seeking  and 
hypocrisy  in  high  places,  the  inconceivable  vast- 
ness  of  man's  inhumanity  to  man  and  the  appar- 
ent helplessness  of  those  who  still  love  brotherli- 
ness — all  this  had  gone  down  deep  into  his  soul  as 
he  wondered  and  waited  and  looked  up  towards 
the  hills. 

Then  he  fell  upon  a  story  of  another  like  expe- 
rience, set  down  thousands  of  years  ago.  He  noted 
with  great  interest  the  ancient  explorer's  dis- 
appointment with  life's  vexations  and  injustices 
and  his  unsuccessful  search  for  what  it  was  good 
for  the  sons  of  men  that  they  should  do  under 
heaven  all  the  days  of  their  life.  For  some  strange 
reason  the  discovery  made  him  feel  better.  So  he 
was  not  the  first  one  to  wish  and  wonder  and  wait 
and  look  around  for  light! 

Then  he  thought  of  some  of  the  great  deliver- 
ances which  had  come  to  men  and  women  in  trou- 
ble and  some  of  the  great  victories  which  had 
come  to  righteousness  since  that  ancient  ques- 
tioner had  wrestled  with  his  wonderings.  He 
thought  of  prophets  and  apostles  and  of  the  tri- 
umphant faith  which  had  sustained  them  and  in- 
spired them.  He  thought  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.  And  then  he 
felt  much  better.  e.  f. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


A  Peculiar  People 

BY  F.  E.  MALLOTT 

Nothing  has  been  more  characteristic  of  those 
groups  who  trace  their  spiritual  ancestry  through 
Schwarzenau,  than  the  insistence  that  they  were 
called  to  be  a  peculiar  people. 

If  at  times  this  emphasis  upon  peculiarity  has 
tended  to  become  extreme  and  seems  to  have 
served  no  useful  purpose,  there  are  two  things  to 
say  in  extenuation.  First,  a  tendency  to  extremes 
is  evidence  of  the  weakness  of  man — one  evidence 
of  that  imperfection  which  fills  all  things  human. 
Secondly,  the  test  of  immediate  usefulness — utili- 
tarianism— is  one  of  the  heresies  of  our  times;  a 
purblind  heresy  which  fails  to  recognize  the  realm 
of  the  Spirit. 

After  a  generation  of  diminishing  emphasis 
upon  the  fact  of  peculiarity,  this  company  of  peo- 
ple is  just  beginning  to  experience  a  great  resur- 
gence of  the  consciousness  of  being  non-conform- 
ists. 

In  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
Dunker  garb  began  to  take  form.  From  1800  to 
1911,  peculiarity  of  garb  was  a  prominent  feature 
of  church  life.  The  peculiar  garb  was  the  unpre- 
meditated and  unplanned  outgrowth  of  the  nonre- 
sistant  principles  of  the  early  Brethren.  The  garb 
originated  in  Mennonite  and  Quaker  circles  and 
was  imitated  in  part  by  the  Brethren  as  an  expres- 
sion of  sympathy  for  and  kinship  with  the  other 
nonresistant  peoples  in  their  struggles  with  the 
militaristic  party  in  early  Pennsylvania. 

For  a  time  the  garb  was  a  major  issue.  But  the 
process  of  urbanization,  or  as  others  state  it,  the 
assimilation  of  the  Brethren  into  industrial  capi- 
talist society  has  proceeded  far.  It  has  seemed  the 
peculiar  garb  was  an  issue  of  a  former  day.  The 
grandchildren  of  those  who  had  worn  it  seemed  to 
be  growing  ashamed  of  being  peculiar. 

But  suddenly  events  have  put  a  new  face  on  the 
entire  situation.  We  find  that  we  are  peculiar. 
We  find  ourselves  at  grips  with  the  major  evil  of 
contemporary  industrial  society — war. 

With  the  other  "historic  peace  churches" — our 
old  colleagues  of  the  eighteenth  century — we  stand 
as  Gideon's  forces — a  handful  before  a  host.  Of 
old  the  victory  belonged  to  the  handful.  But  to 
stand  with  that  handful  today  is  to  be  conspic- 
uously peculiar. 

But  what  is  the  essence  of  this  peculiarity?  And 
how  is  it  related  to  the  growing  spirit  of  unity  and 


*  Reprinted  by  permission  from  Schwarzenau,  Volume  II,  Num- 
ber 2,  pp.  75-77,  a  journal  of  Dunker  history  encouraged  by 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


inter-church  co-operation,  which  is  said  to  be  the 
special  characteristic  and  hope  of  our  century? 

It  needs  be  said  first,  that  this  emphasis  upon 
the  peculiar  people  is  directed  against  the  world 
and  not  against  Christians  of  other  traditions. 
Whenever  and  wherever  the  doctrine  of  the  pecu- 
liar people  has  been  invoked  to  exalt  our  own  de- 
nomination over  other  denominational  churches, 
it  has  been  the  abuse  and  unintelligent  misunder- 
standing of  the  words  of  Holy  Scripture. 

Dunkers  remain  a  peculiar  people  because  of  the 
elements  within  the  religious  position  hammered 
out  at  Schwarzenau.  Within  that  position  are  at 
least  three  elements  capable  of  being  stated. 

The  Brethren  are  by  inheritance  mystics.  The 
mystic  appeals  to  the  spiritual.  He  accepts  the 
basic  values  as  being  invisible  and  intangible. 
Anyone  who  will  adopt  the  way  of  mysticism  as 
the  basic  attitude  of  his  life  and  refer  his  con- 
duct to  an  invisible  norm  will,  in  this  world  of 
ours,  be  regarded  as  peculiar. 

The  Brethren  are  by  inheritance  pietistic.  Orig- 
inating as  they  did  from  a  background  in  the 
Pietistic  Revival,  an  emphasis  upon  personal  moral 
goodness  is  a  prominent  element  in  Brethren  faith. 
If  anyone  will  make  moral  goodness  the  major 
goal  of  his  striving,  he  will  be  peculiar  in  this 
world  of  ours. 

The  Brethren  are  by  inheritance  Biblical.  The 
early  Brethren  were  far  ahead  of  the  majority  of 
their  day  in  being  able  to  distinguish  between  the 
Old  Dispensation  and  the  New. 

Recently  in  conversation,  a  fellow-minister  ad- 
vanced the  idea  that  since  the  adoption  of  the  uni- 
form International  Sunday  School  lessons,  the 
traditional  Brethren  sharpness  of  distinction 
between  Old  and  New  Testaments  has  become 
dimmed.  Even  so,  quite  generally  in  Brethren 
circles  there  is  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the 
New  Testament  in  relation  to  the  Old. 

In  a  world  at  war  the  most  obvious  thing  that 
forces  itself  on  the  attention  of  the  reader  of  the 
New  Testament  is  its  pacific  utterances  and  its 
picture  of  its  Central  Figure  as  the  Prince  of 
Peace. 

If  anyone  in  simplicity  and  naivete  adopts  the 
New  Testament  as  a  manual  of  life  he  will  be  pe- 
culiar in  such  a  world  as  ours. 

To  summarize  this  analysis,  the  Brethren  pre- 
sent the  aspect  of  a  party  of  pietistic  Biblical  mys- 
tics. Peculiarity  is  not  something  assumed  nor 
is  it  something  elaborately  worked  up.  Peculiar- 
ity is  the  result  of  the  fundamental  underlying 
viewpoint. 

Such  a  clarification  enables  one  to  see  the  rela- 
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tionship  of  the  Brethren  to  the  possible  World 
Council  of  Churches.  The  last  thing  expected  of 
any  group  in  an  ecumenical  church  would  be  the 
denial  of  that  group's  true  identity.  The  Brethren 
will  remain  as  the  party  of  pietistic  mysticism. 
But  without  the  Biblical  element  their  right  to  a 
place  within  the  on-going  "Constantinian"  church 
would  be  uncertain.  But  the  Biblical  element 
furnishes  the  formal  element  and  the  regulative 
norm  of  Dunker  life  and  links  us  to  the  historical 
Christian  church. 

In  these  days  of  Armageddon-like  struggle,  we 
stand  alone  (almost  alone)  in  contemporary  so- 
ciety. The  struggle  will  have  effects  upon  us 
which  we  shall  bear  for  many  decades.  (In  the 
mercy  of  God,  may  we  leave  effects  upon  the 
world!)  There  may  be  unexpected  by-products 
and  extreme  developments  from  the  struggle. 

Hence  there  may  be  real  need  for  us  to  define  the 
roots  of  our  peculiarity.  It  is  particularly  import- 
ant that  a  people  who  boast  they  have  no  creed 
examine  their  mental  anchorage,  in  a  day  of  in- 
stabilities. 

There  are  two  sources  for  careful  examination. 
One  is  our  textbook — the  New  Testament.  The 
other  is  our  own  history,  for  its  parallels  and 
suggestive  lessons. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 

3435  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


The  Bill 

BY   DAN   WEST 


As  this  is  written  Congress  is  debating,  and  per- 
haps deciding  on  appropriations  of  about  fifteen 
billions  of  dollars  for  "defense."  Part  of  it  is  for 
Britain  and  other  countries,  and  part  for  our  own 
expanding  military  and  naval  forces.  Now  fifteen 
billions  of  dollars  is  a  lot  of  money,  I  guess.  I 
have  read  how  long  it  would  take  to  count  it,  but 
that  kind  of  arithmetic  doesn't  help  much.  I  can 
think  better  on  how  much  it  will  cost  me — and 
the  other  Americans. 

If  every  man,  woman,  and  child  would  pay 
equally,  that  fifteen-billion-dollar  bill  means  to 
the  150,630,720  Americans — I  guess  the  Alaskans, 
§amoans,  Hawaiians,  Filipinos,  Puerto  Ricans  and 
others  will  have  to  help  on  it — just  a  little  less 
than  $100  apiece.  I  am  told  that  this  fifteen  bil- 
lions is  not  the  whole  bill  at  all,  but  part  of  the 
new  development.  The  whole  bill  added  up  will 
total  100  billions,  according  to  some  estimates. 
Some  make  it  more,  but  we  will  leave  their  figures 
out  now. 

One  hundred  billions  must  be  a  lot  of  money, 
too.     Divided  by  the  same  number  of  people,  it 


means  that  every  man,  woman  and  child  will  have 
a  bill  of  more  than  $663.  If  there  is  interest  to  be 
paid,  too,  it  will  total  much  more  than  that.  What 
will  my  children  or  grandchildren  say  when  some 
one  says  they  must  help  pay  that  bill?  And  sup- 
pose they  want  to  know  what  it  was  for,  how  it 
was  spent? 

Not  all  of  the  people  now  or  forty  years  from 
now  will  be  able  to  pay  their  share  of  such  a  bill 
as  that.  In  1935-36  one  third  of  Americans  living 
in  these  states  received  a  total  income  of  not  more 
than  $780  for  the  whole  year.  How  can  they  help 
—where  will  they  get  $663  plus  to  pay  their  share? 
If  they  can't  pay  it,  the  rest  will  have  a  heavier 
share  to  pay.  Will  the  rest  pay  it?  I  don't  know, 
but  I  hope  they  don't  repudiate  government  debts, 
as  some  people  think  they  will. 

And  the  resources  of  the  earth  which  we  de- 
stroy in  order  to  kill  our  own  kind — how  can  our 
children's  children  get  along  without  them  for  liv- 
ing purposes?  And  if  it  is  going  to  be  hard  for 
them  to  make  a  living,  how  can  they  pay  these 
enormous  debts  which  our  generation  is  creating? 

I  wish  I  had  the  answers  to  those  questions,  and 
I  wish  more  people  would  ask  them. 

Goshen,  Ind. 


Pray  Without  Ceasing 

Reprinted  by  request  from  the  Gospel  Visitor,  January,  1854 

At  an  association  of  clergymen  on  a  certain  oc- 
casion, it  was  proposed  to  hold  a  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  words  of  the  apostle, 
"Pray  without  ceasing."  The  meeting  was  to  be 
held  in  a  month,  and,  in  the  meantime,  each 
clergyman  was  to  write  down  his  opinion  and 
bring  it  to  be  read.  A  religious  servant  girl,  who 
lived  in  the  house  of  one  of  the  clergymen,  over- 
heard him  talking  about  the  matter,  whereupon 
she  exclaimed: 

"What!  a  month  wanted  to  tell  the  meaning  of 
that  text?  It  is  one  of  the  easiest  and  best  texts 
in  the  Bible!" 

"Well,  well,  Mary,"  said  the  old  minister,  "what 
can  you  say  about  it?  Let  us  know  how  you  un- 
derstand it — can  you  pray  all  the  time?" 

"Oh,  yes,  sir!  the  more  I  have  to  do,  the  more 
I  can  pray." 

"Indeed!  Well,  Mary,  do  let  us  know  how  it  is 
— for  most  people  think  otherwise." 

"Well,  sir,"  said  the  girl.  "When  I  first  open  my 
eyes  in  the  morning,  I  pray,  Lord  open  the  eyes  of 
my  understanding;  and  while  I  am  dressing,  I 
pray  that  I  might  be  clothed  with  the  robe  of 
righteousness;  and  when  I  have  washed  me,  I  ask 
for  the  washing  of  regeneration;  and  as  I  begin 
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work,  I  pray  that  I  may  have  strength  equal  to 
my  day;  when  I  begin  to  kindle  up  the  fire,  I  pray 
that  God's  work  may  revive  in  my  soul;  and  as  I 
sweep  out  the  house,  I  pray  that  my  heart  may  be 
cleansed  of  all  its  impurities;  and  while  preparing 
and  partaking  of  breakfast,  I  desire  to  be  fed  with 
the  hidden  manna,  and  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
word;  and  as  I  am  busy  with  the  little  children,  I 
look  to  God  as  my  Father,  and  pray  to  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  that  I  may  be  his  child — so  on,  all  day; 
everything  I  do  furnishes  me  with  a  thought  of 
prayer." 

"Enough!  enough!"  cried  the  old- divine.  "These 
things  are  revealed  to  babes,  and  hid  from  the 
wise  and  prudent.  Go  on,  Mary,"  said  he,  "pray 
without  ceasing — and  as  for  us,  my  brethren,  let 
us  bless  the  Lord  for  this  exposition,  and  remem- 
ber that  he  said  that  the  meek  will  he  guide  in 
judgment." 

So,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  you  can  see  from 
the  above  that  the  Lord  through  the  apostle  has 
not  required  of  his  followers  that  which  we  can- 
not perform;  that  if  we  act  consistent  with  the 
gospel,  we  will  not  engage  in  any  business  what- 
ever that  we  cannot  ask  the  Lord  to  help  us. 

Yes,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  we  ought  never 
to  engage  in  any  work  whatever  that  we  cannot 
consistently  ask  the  Lord  to  help  and  strengthen 
us  to  perform.  Oh,  then  let  us  be  careful  how  we 
ask  or  pray  that  we  do  not  ask  amiss  as  the  apos- 
tle James  says,  "Ye  ask  and  receive  not,  because 
ye  ask  amiss."  Oh,  then  let  us  try  to  be  consistent 
with  the  directions  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  and 
remember  that  we  must  always  use  the  lawful 
means  that  we  may  obtain  the  things  that  we  day 
by  day  stand  so  much  in  need  of.  J.  h.  g. 


Bits  of  Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bii  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

"Would  you  care  to  take  this  glass  of  jelly  back 
to  the  city  with  you?" 

To  this  timid  suggestion  the  young  man  was 
about  to  reply  hastily:  "Oh,  no!  I  can  get  all  of 
that  sort  of  thing  I  need  in  the  stores." 

But  something  halted  him!  Suppose  in  all  the 
world  there  was  no  relative  or  friend  who  cared 
to  give  him  a  glass  of  jelly!  This  was  more  than 
just  a  small  amount  of  fruit  juice.  It  was  human 
kindness  and  love. 

Just  a  glass  of  jelly!  But  every  time  a  young 
man  in  the  distant  city  looks  at  it,  beautiful  mem- 
ories flash  upon  that  "inward  eye"  which  is  the 
bliss  of  solitude. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Obedience,  the  Lens  of  the  Soul 

BY  D.   W,   KURTZ 

Text:  John  7:17,  "He  that  willeth  to  do  his  will 
shall  know." 

How  can  we  know  God?  Some  of  our  knowl- 
edge is  borrowed;  we  accept  the  testimony  of 
others  whom  we  believe  to  be  honest,  and  efficient. 
The  big  end  of  our  reading  is  to  obtain  the  testi- 
mony of  others — what  they  believe  on  the  basis  of 
their  experiences.  Much  of  education  is  the  pro- 
cess of  transmitting  to  the  coming  generation  the 
experiences  of  the  race  which  we  deem  important 
for  the  welfare  of  posterity.  But  educators  have 
found  that  much  of  education  is  very  superficial 
unless  the  pupil  goes  into  the  laboratory  and 
makes  the  experiments  himself,  and  learns  by  do- 
ing. When  I  was  a  student,  we  memorized  the 
textbook  in  physics;  but  today  the  student  makes 
the  experiments  himself,  and  gets  a  very  superior 
quality  of  knowledge.    We  learn  by  doing. 

This  is  even  more  true  in  the  field  of  ethics.  No 
one  can  know  life  without  living;  or  love  without 
loving;  or  mercy  and  forgiveness  without  the 
practice  of  these  virtues.  In  all  the  arts  this  is 
absolutely  essential.  We  could  not  even  imagine 
an  expert  in  playing  the  violin,  or  piano  who  has 
not  practiced;  no  one  becomes  an  athlete  who  has 
not  lived  the  life  of  discipline,  self-denial,  and 
loyalty  to  his  art.  No  one  can  really  know  any 
art  except  as  he  wills  to  do,  wills  to  act,  to  prac- 
tice, and  to  live  his  art.  He  may  be  a  spectator, 
look  at  it  from  the  balcony,  but  he  will  not  know 
the  essence  of  any  art  without  living  it. 

So  it  is  with  religion.  Too  many  people  are  only 
spectators,  viewing  it  from  a  distance,  and  thus 
they  miss  the  real  thing,  for  real  religion  is  life; 
it  is  the  life  of  God  in  the  heart  of  man — the  life 
of  man  in  harmony  with  God.  No  one  knows 
swimming  unless  he  swims.  No  one  can  know  God 
without  obedience.  Man  must  respond  to  God,  ac- 
cept his  program  of  life  as  revealed  in  Christ,  and 
do  the  things  that  he  showed  us,  in  genuine  loyal- 
ty, then  he  knows  God.  This  is  not  the  way  of 
the  balcony,  but  the  way  of  the  road,  to  use  the 
phrase  of  Dr.  Mackay,  in  his  excellent  book.  The 
very  nature  of  the  Christian  life  is  such  that  it 
cannot  be  known  by  observation,  it  must  be  lived 
to  be  understood. 

The  problem  of  evangelism  is  to  witness  and 
testify  to  the  unconverted  with  such  clearness  that 
they  will  accept  our  testimony,  and  take  the  ven- 
ture, and  follow  their  Lord,  and  then  know  for 
themselves.  The  Samaritan  woman  testified,  but 
when  the  citizens  of  Sychar  had  fellowship  with 
Jesus  they  believed,  no  longer  on  her  testimony, 
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but  because  of  their  own  experience.  The  man  of 
the  world  simply  cannot  know  the  peace  that  pas- 
seth  understanding  till  he  obeys,  and  he  will  not 
likely  respond  unless  he  has  confidence  in  our 
testimony.  This  witness  must  be  largely  in  the 
revelation  of  lives  that  show  that  we  have  been 
with  Jesus.  Our  light  must  so  shine  that  others 
will  follow,  then  they  will  know.  For  obedience 
is  the  lens  of  the  soul. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Behind  the  Wire — Or  Life  in  England 
During  a  War 

BY  JOHN  W.  BARWICK 

The  many  letters  I  received  on  my  birthday  indicate 
such  an  interest  in  this  Work  and  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  is  done  that  a  fuller  account  of  it  seems  in 
order.    So  I  shall  give  the  principal  features  of  it. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  there  were  many  people 
of  enemy  origin  living  in  England.  Some  had  lived 
there  for  many  years.  Others  had  come  over  recently 
as  refugees  or  for  other  reasons.  After  the  collapse  of 
France  they  were  all  interned  for  the  security  of  this 
country.  As  can  be  imagined,  the  numbers  ran  high  in 
the  thousands. 

No  immediate  attempt  was  made  to  separate  the  hos- 
tile from  the  friendly  "enemy"  aliens.  Lately,  however, 
a  commission  has  been  sitting  and  after  hearing  the  evi- 
dence has  released  many  who  have  proved  they  are 
friendly  to  this  country.  But  there  are  many  who  have 
lost  their  papers  or  never  had  any.  Some  cannot  find 
witnesses  acceptable  to  this  government.  So  the  in- 
terned yet  include  many  who  came  to  this  country  as 
refugees  and  whose  plight  was  pitiable. 

The  task  of  looking  after  the  welfare  of  these  interned 
aliens  was  entrusted  to  the  guard  which  was  made  up  of 
units  of  the  British  army.  When  one  considers  that 
these  officers  were  not  trained  social  workers,  and  that 
they  were  thrust  into  the  work  at  a  moment's  notice, 
caring  for  thousands  for  whom  every  detail  of  housing 
and  feeding  had  to  be  handled  immediately,  their 
achievement  is  nothing  short  of  marvelous.  They  have 
shown  administrative  ability  and  a  sympathetic  hu- 
manity not  prescribed  in  army  regulations. 

Here  is  an  instance.  I  have  gone  with  an  officer  and 
an  internee  outside  the  barbed  wire  and  down  a  quiet 
English  lane  to  a  waiting  car.  Out  of  it  came  a  chubby 
lad  who  cried,  "Dad!"  That  father  did  not  want  his  son 
to  see  him  behind  the  wire  and  to  think  of  him  as  a 
prisoner — as  one  of  society's  undesirables.  The  officer 
and  I  walked  up  and  down  the  road  while  they  had 
their  visit.  I  have  learned  of  many  similar  cases  that 
the  army  regulations  fail  to  cover,  at  least,  adequately. 

Many  of  the  internees  were  taken  without  much 
warning,  leaving  their  homes  and  businesses  often  at 
loose  ends.  Thus  there  were  intimate  questions  to  be 
handled  through  the  theoretically  hard-boiled  adjutant 
or  welfare  officer.  After  watching  these  gentlemen  func- 
tion for  almost  six  months,  seeing  them  help  needy 
charges  with  money  from  their  own  meagre  salaries, 
getting  their  own  wives  to  do  shopping  for  men  who 
could  not  go  outside  the  "wire,"  working  umpteen  hours 


per  day  and  seven  days  per  week,  I  take  off  my  hat  to 
the  British  officer.  He  has  been  trained  somewhere  and 
somehow  for  every  duty  imaginable — from  leading  a 
cavalry  charge  into  a  machine-gun  nest  to  caring  for  a 
nursing  infant!  His  charitable  outlook  is  redeemed 
from  soft  sentimentality  by  his  detached  air  of  poise. 

Besides  the  official  interest  in  welfare  problems  there 
is  a  voluntary  body  made  up  of  religious  societies  and 
the  Red  Cross.  Dr.  William  Paton,  chairman  'of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  is  chairman  of  this  group. 
The  wide  experience  he  brings  to  this  work  makes  the 
lively  interest  of  the  body  all  the  more  effective.  Dr. 
Paton  is  our  "contact  man"  with  the  government.  The 
administration  of  Internment  is  distinct  from  that  of 
Prisoners  of  War.  Internees  are  a  charge  of  the  Home 
Office  and  the  others  are  under  the  War  Office.  The 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  Red  Cross  are  concerned  with  both 
groups. 

The  British  Home  Office  will  ever  be  for  me  the  sym- 
bol of  unshakable  calm.  On  one  side  Parliament  has  an 
awkward  habit  of  conducting  private  discussions  in 
public.  The  opposition  has  never  distinguished  itself 
for  its  mercy  or  discretion  if  a  point  was  to  be  scored 
against  a  secretary.  On  another  side  the  security  of  the 
nation  is  at  stake  and  the  experience  of  other  lands  with 
the  fifth  column  indicates  the  need  of  the  most  extreme 
caution.  On  yet  another  side  the  relatives  of  the  in- 
terned and  their  friends  are  crying  to  high  heaven  for 
a  hearing.  And  on  yet  another  side  is  to  be  found  our 
group,  I  fear.  It  is  my  hope  that  we  are  constructive  in 
our  criticism  and  helpful  in  our  work.  At  any  rate  I 
have  not  noticed  much  immediate  effect  on  the  pro- 
cedure of  the  Home  Office. 

And  it  is  best  so,  in  the  long  run.  Mistakes  have  been 
made  and  are  likely  to  be  made.  But  just  as  surely  as 
slowly  the  problems  of  internment  are  being  wisely 
worked  out.  Difficulties  that  seemed  insuperable  a  few 
months  ago  are  being  overcome  by  careful  planning  fol- 
lowed by  decisive  action.  The  courtesy  and  sympathy 
with  which  our  suggestions  have  been  received  and 
ultimately  acted  upon  have  earned  for  those  hard- 
pressed  but  imperturbable  officials  the  respect  of  at 
least  one  American  whose  lot  happened  to  be  thrown 
with  them  rather  intimately. 

The  hardships  of  internment  have  received  what  I 
should  call  ample  treatment  in  the  daily  press  and  even 
in  book  form.  In  general,  the  housing  and  the  food 
given  the  internees  is  better  in  quality  than  that  given 
the  fighting  forces.  I  have  eaten  the  food  and  found  it 
ample  and  good.  I  have  also  seen  the  internees  in  com- 
fortable beds  with  mattresses  while  the  forces  enjoyed 
a  paillasse  at  best  with  canvas  for  shelter.  Playing 
cards,  chess  sets,  draughts,  dominoes,  footballs,  volley 
balls,  boxing  gloves,  sports  shoes,  table  tennis,  medicine 
balls  and  other  games  or  equipment  have  been  furnished 
the  camps.  Libraries  averaging  four  books  per  in- 
ternee have  been  built  up.  Educational  material  and 
organizational  help  are  being  furnished  all  the  time. 
All  this  is  the  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Other  agencies 
have  helped  on  personal  problems,  notably  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

All  this  added  to  safety  that  is  denied  the  average 
Englishman  makes  me  less  than  sympathetic  to  some  of 
the  harrowing  tales  that  have  appeared.  The  Home  Of- 
fice officials  have  borne  the  abuse  quite  patiently.  Not 
all  have  been  ungrateful,  however.    I  have  seen  literal- 
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ly  hundreds  of  letters  from  released  internees  who  were 
generous  in  their  expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  un- 
tiring efforts  of  the  guard  officers  and  those  who  ad- 
ministered their  welfare.  It  is  clearly  a  case  of  the 
sensational  reaching  the  public  ear  first  and  closing  it 
to  the  facts  of  the  situation. 

In  the  case  of  some  internees  who  were  "refugees 
from  nazi  oppression"  they  are  better  off  than  if  they 
were  free.  The  privilege  of  earning  a  living  is  denied 
most  aliens  in  this  and  many  other  countries.  With  the 
prolonging  of  the  war  the  situation  grew  rapidly  worse 
for  many.  The  burden  became  too  heavy  for  voluntary 
bodies.  But  with  internment  they  were  relieved  of  the 
task  of  providing  food  and  shelter  for  the  time  being  at 
any  rate.  The  justice  of  leaving  the  load  for  the  British 
government  to  carry  is  open  to  question.  Like  so  many 
problems  facing  us  in  this  work,  there  seems  to  be  no 
proper  or  fair  solution. 

Not  all  incapable  of  earning  a  living  are  interned.  In 
some  cases  the  head  of  the  family  was  the  only  one  in- 
terned. That  leaves  in  many  homes  dependents  incapa- 
ble of  self-support.  Added  to  that,  their  homes  are 
sometimes  destroyed  and  the  situation  becomes  too  com- 
plex for  belief.  Cases  pitiable  past  belief  have  come  to 
our  attention  and  to  the  other  voluntary  bodies.  Chil- 
dren of  school  age  have  not  seen  the  inside  of  a  school 
for  over  a  year  or  more.  Many  are  citizens  of  no  coun- 
try and  have  no  legal  rights  or  national  representation. 
Peace  or  an  armistice  will  come  far  short  of  healing  the 
wounds  of  social  disruption. 

While  the  treatment  of  interned  civilians  and  prison- 
ers of  war  is  defined  by  conventions  agreed  to  at  Geneva 
by  the  belligerent  powers,  the  care  of  prisoners  of  war — 
combatants  taken  in  the  course  of  conflict — is  quite  care- 
fully laid  down.  In  this  country  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  share  the  responsibility  for  their  welfare. 
The  War  Office  is  immediately  responsible  to  the  British 
government  and  outlines  the  activity  of  our  own  or- 
ganization. 

The  work  has  increased  considerably  lately  due  to  the 
capture  of  many  officers  and  men  of  the  German  Luft- 
waffe. Most  of  the  prisoners  captured  before  my  arrival 
had  been  sent  overseas  to  the  Dominions.  As  a  rule, 
officers  and  men  are  in  separate  camps.  As  in  the  case 
of  the  internees,  the  guard  is  made  up  of  Army  units. 
Some  of  them  were  prisoners  in  Germany  during  the 
last  war. 

The  camps  follow  no  rule  as  to  location.  Some  are 
near  cities  while  others  are  in  remote  places.  In  one 
case  a  huge  factory  building  has  been  converted  into  a 
prison.  In  another  a  country  home  among  the  hills 
makes  a  beautiful  location.  The  site  always  has  ample 
grounds  which  usually  include  an  athletic  field  and 
space  for  walking  or  other  exercise.  Several  high  fences 
of  barbed  wire  enclose  the  area.  I  suspect  it  is  not 
needed  so  much  to  keep  the  prisoners  in;  they  know 
the  present  temper  of  the  English  people  after  the 
bombing  raids,  and  protection  is  quite  useful. 

The  men  have  pallets  with  several  blankets  and  a 
straw  mattress.  Coal  is  furnished  in  winter  as  well  as 
warm  clothing.  The  food  is  similar  to  that  supplied  to 
the  army.  I  have  eaten  with  both  groups  and  would 
say  that  the  food  prepared  by  the  prisoners  and  in- 
ternees is  slightly  better.  Large  common  rooms  are 
available  and  are  used  freely  by  the  prisoners.     In  the 


largest  camp  is  a  big  gymnasium  where  they  play  bas- 
ketball and  roller  skate. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  chiefly  concerned  with  the  welfare 
of  the  men.  This  includes  educational  work,  religious 
services,  sports  and  indoor  games.  Being  one  of  the 
few  contacts  with  the  outside  world,  we  are  frequently 
asked  to  help  the  prisoners  in  personal  problems  as 
well.  Under  such  circumstances  one  forms  curious 
friendships.  When  the  commander  of  one  of  the  camps 
left,  the  camp  leader,  a  strapping  young  German  chosen 
by  the  prisoners,  expressed  his  deep  regret  to  me.  His 
words  I  shall  not  soon  forget,  "When  you  are  friends 
with  your  enemy,  you  are  real  friends."  That  statement 
had  more  color  in  the  German  than  it  has  in  the  English 
language.  But  it  more  or  less  sums  up  the  relation 
with  one's  technical  foes  who  turn  out  to  be  rather  like 
ourselves  in  many  instances. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  see  a  deepening  interest 
in  religious  and  humanitarian  lines  in  the  prison  camps. 
The  one  that  gave  me  the  most  concern  is  changing  in  a 
gratifying  measure.  There  certainly  is  no  time  like 
that  of  imprisonment  for  reaching  men  intimately  and 
quickly.  The  chief  difficulty  is  that  it  is  impossible  for 
one  visitor  to  contact  the  men  in  all  the  camps,  scat- 
tered as  they  are,  and  with  the  curtailed  facilities  for 
travel  inevitable  in  wartime. 

It  is  my  intention  to  write  more  fully  later  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  camps.  It  must  suffice  here  to  say 
that  the  British  officers  with  whom  I  deal  in  connection 
with  the  prisoner  of  war  work  represent  the  highest 
type  of  the  Christian  gentleman.  The  highest  praise  I 
could  give  would  be  no  stronger  than  that  of  the  prison- 
ers themselves  as  they  have  expressed  themselves  freely 
to  me  on  different  occasions.  Many  factors  make  their 
work  and  their  relation  to  us  a  rather  delicate  one.  The 
position  of  an  American  is  somewhat  anomalous  at  best 
at  the  present.  But  I  have  never  found  anything  but 
ready  co-operation.  When  difficulties  arise,  I  find  the 
director  a  valuable  source  of  good  advice.  There  is  al- 
ways a  place  at  the  mess  table  and  a  welcome  awaiting. 
The  ironies  of  war  are  no  more  apparent  anywhere 
than  when  the  guard  officer,  the  neutral  welfare  visitor 
and  the  prisoner  sit  down  together  to  talk  over  their 
problems. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  that  more  of  you 
are  not  here  with  me  at  this  time  in  England.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  a  situation  where  the  possibilities  of  do- 
ing good  are  so  limitless,  unfortunately.  The  homeless, 
the  destitute,  the  wounded  and  the  imprisoned  are  on 
every  side.  Providing  one  can  avoid  the  major  hazards, 
there  is  no  end  of  need  to  be  met.  Strength  and  fi- 
nances are  the  only  limits.  One  learns  soon  that  there 
are  worse  things  than  death,  that  human  relations  are 
stronger  than  any  bond  or  division,  and  that  human  val- 
ues outweigh  political  or  material.  Those  are  new  words 
to  me.  The  British  people  may  be  many  things,  but  the 
last  thing  I  should  say  of  them  is  that  they  are  "de- 
cadent." It  seems  we  all  have  gained  a  new  perspective 
on  human  life  and  what  constitutes     "welfare." 

London,  January  3,  1941 


The  bitterest  things  of  life  may  be 
By  trying  made  the  sweetest; 
The  most  incipient  things  of  life 
The  grandest  and  completest. 

— Robert 


Byrd. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


x^  My  Matkei 

BY   ELIZABETH   C.   GLICK 

God,  she  has  had  so  many  disappointments  and  trials 
and  problems  and  she  has  borne  them  all  so  beautifully. 
She  has  had  to  sacrifice  so  much  of  youth,  of  desire,  of 
strength,  of  thirst  for  the  outdoor  world — of  everything, 
God.  How  much  she  has  sacrificed  and  how  great  was 
the  cost  thou,  alone,  canst  know. 

God,  she  never  knew  a  mother's  love  as  I  have  and 
do.  Her  mother  was  taken  from  her  when  she  was  very 
young,  and  she  had  to  be  her  own  mother  and  the 
mother  of  her  sisters.  She  has  never  known  youth  and 
freedom  as  I  have,  God. 

She  never  went  to  school  young  and  carefree  and 
happy  as  I  do.  In  fact,  it  was  long  before  she  could  go 
at  all.  Responsibilities  and  cares  were  heavy  on  her 
young  shoulders.  Freedom,  as  I  know  it,  was  unknown 
to  her;  yet  she  bore  all  patiently  and  loyally  and  with- 
out complaining. 

Then  she  was  married.  She  struggled  bravely,  tire- 
lessly, to  get  debts  paid,  and  get  a  little  ahead,  along- 
side my  father. 

And  then  there  were  the  babies,  God.  There  were 
twelve  of  us  in  all.  And  oh,  God,  for  long,  long  years 
she  stayed  at  home  and  toiled  and  sacrificed  and  labored 
that  we  might  grow  up  to  be  fine  men  and  women — 
worthy  and  noble.  God,  the  hard  labor,  the  pain,  the 
sleepless  nights,  the  care,  the  responsibility — how  heavy 
it  all  must  have  weighed  upon  her — yet,  she  opened  not 
her  mouth.  She  just  went  on  sacrificing  and  smiling, 
and  binding  up  stubbed  toes,  and  kissing  bumped  heads, 
and  loving  with  all  her  might. 

Well,  God,  a  good  many  years  have  passed  and  we 
children  are  growing  up.  And  still  she  is  toiling  on. 
Oftentimes  she  has  double  duty,  God,  because  father 
holds  revivals  here  and  there.  And  there  are  so  many, 
many  things  to  attend  to  on  the  farm — and  even  though 
each  does  his  part,  yet  the  responsibility  is  still  upon 
her.  And  God,  we  dhildren  don't  half  understand  how 
heavily  these  burdens  rest  upon  her.  We  don't  realize 
as  fully  as  we  should  all  that  she  has  done  for  us — no, 
we  don't  even  begin  to.  I  guess  that  is  one  of  the  things 
that  are  unsearchable — past  finding  out.  It's  so  easy  to 
want  more  than  must  necessarily  be  my  share  in  such  a 
large  family.  It's  so  easy  to  say  unkind  and  nasty 
words  which  must  needs  hurt  her  loving  mother-heart. 
It's  so  easy  to  do  things  against  her  wishes.  But  I  don't 
mean  or  want  to  hurt  her,  God.    Please  help  me  not  to. 

But  God,  she  just  loves  and  prays  and  toils  on,  ever 
willing  to  sacrifice  anything  for  herself  if  it  will  make 
better  men  and  women  of  us  or  make  us  happy. 

God,  accept  my  thanks  for  this  blessed  gift  of  thine,  I 
pray.  Accept  them — heartfelt  thanks,  God — and  touch 
my  heart  and  life  and  make  me  fine  and  noble.  And 
God,  if  ever  I  should  prove  false  to  earthly  friends  and 
loved  ones — please  keep  me  true  to  her  to  whom  I  owe 
everything  I  am  or  shall  ever  be.  Please,  God — for  in 
Christ  I  pray — please  keep  me  true  to  mother.     Amen. 

Bridgewater,  Vai 


A  Great-Grandmother 

Mrs.  Sarah  Swartz  is  the  oldest  member  of  the  Rock  Run  church, 
located  about  five  miles  from  Goshen,  Ind. 

She  united  with  the  church  about  sixty  years  ago,  and  has 
been  a  regular  attendant  at  all  church  services  ever  since. 

This  picture  was  taken  in  her  home  where  she  has  resided  for 
the  past  sixty-two  years.  Although  she  is  eighty-five  years  of 
age  she  seldom  misses  a  Sunday  morning  service,  and  also 
attends  many  evening  services. 

She  has  one  son,  Melvin  Swartz  of  Goshen,  Ind.;  two  daughters: 
Mrs.  W.  U.  Miller  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Cripe  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  with  whom  she  resides.  There  are  eight  grand- 
children and  five  great-grandchildren. 


Home-bound  at  Forty 

BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 

Sometimes  a  woman  with  a  keen,  alert  mind,  mount- 
ing ambitions  and  enough  nervous  energy  to  trundle 
trunks  is  an  invalid.  Sue  Manning  was  that  person. 
The  specialist  promised  recovery,  but  it  would  be  slow. 
Her  attitude  had  been  splendid  from  the  first  and  con- 
ducive to  helping  matters  along.  She  had  been  a  de- 
cidedly "active"  member  of  the  Home  Department  with 
keen  ideas  and  nimble  fingers.  But  her  birthday  was 
just  around  the  corner  and  she  was  inconsolable.  She 
had  the  depression,  recession  and  the  sum-total  of  the 
'cessions  beaten  a  mile  with  her  bitterness. 

"Forty  in  a  few  days  and  I've  accomplished  so  little. 
My  ambitions  and  my  dreams  are  still  there  and  still 
empty,"  she  grieved.  "It's  unbearable.  It  grows  with 
the  hours  and  days.     Seems  as  if  I  can't  live  with  it." 

We,  friends  of  hers,  were  disturbed  and  wanted  to 
help.  One  day  I  said  to  her,  "What  of  your  mother? 
Tell  me."  For  she  had  come  to  our  town  as  a  bride  and 
we  knew  nothing  of  her  folks. 

"My  mother?  She  was  the  most  alive,  alert  person  I 
ever  knew.  You  know  I  went  home  two  years  ago  and 
was  with  her  that  gray  daybreak  when  she  went  away. 
Her  mind  was  keen  to  the  last.  I  can't  tell  you  how 
much  she  meant  to  me.  I  think  of  her  so  much  and  I 
miss  her  more  every  day.  My  love  for  her  grows  all  the 
time  and  I  see  her  and  love  her  in  a  different  way." 

"How  old  was  she  when  you  were  eight?"  I  asked. 

"When  I  was  eight?"  She  thought  a  minute.  "Why, 
she  was  about  forty.    But  why  when  I  was  eight?" 

"Because  your  own  Jean  is  just  eight  now  and  you  are 
nearly  forty.     What  do  you  remember  your  mother  do- 
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My  Choice 

BY  MARY  ALBAUGH 

Worldly  pleasures  cannot  comfort; 

All  of  these  I  count  but  dross. 
I  would  rather  be  Christ's  partner, 

Nailed  upon  a  rugged  cross. 

In  this  world's  mad  rush  for  pleasure 
God's  Word  still  will  be  my  guide. 

Led  by  it,  I  would  far  rather 
With  my  Lord  be  crucified. 
Elkhart,  Iowa. 

ing   after  you   knew   her?      Had   she   stopped   living?" 

"No,  indeed,  she  never  stopped  living.  Those  were 
all  the  years  of  my  schooling — grades,  high  school,  and 
college — my  professional  work  and  several  years  of  my 
married  life.  I  see  what  you  mean.  Her  life  did  run 
rather  parallel  with  mine.  I  never  thought  about  that. 
She  never  grew  old  to  me  and  I  never  thought  of  her 
being  any  certain  age.  You  want  me  to  make  her  my  guide 
and  my  inspiration,  don't  you?  That's  a  thought.  Life 
can  go  on  from  forty  even  if  my  legs  are  no  good." 

Sue  passed  her  fortieth  birthday  in  high  spirits  with 
eyes  ready  to  see  the  wonders  and  advantages  open  to 
her,  knowing  she  had  time  enough  to  make  many  of  her 
dreams  come  true. 

One  day  since  she  said  to  me:  "The  more  experiences 
there  are  the  surer  and  firmer  foundations  there  are  for 
me  to  build  on.  I  have  you  to  thank  and  I  do  thank  you 
for  making  me  think,  for  Jean's  sake  and  for  my  own. 
My  constant  prayer  is,  'Please,  God,  help  me  to  be  brave 
and  successful.'  It's  a  glorious  challenge  just  to  be  alive 
to  opportunities." 

Oregon,  III. 


Red,  White,  and  Blue 

BY  LTJLA  R.  TINKLE 

The  red,  the  white,  the  blue!  We  love  those  colors. 
But  what  do  they  mean  to  you?  The  children  in  school 
are  taught  that  red  is  for  courage  and  bravery;  white  is 
for  peace  and  purity;  blue  is  for  truth  and  loyalty.  Such 
ideals  woven  into  the  stars  and  stripes  make  it  a  flag 
worthy  of  our  love  and  devotion.  But  do  these  colors 
always  inspire  us  to  these  fine  ideals?  Do  they  fill  us 
with  love  and  devotion  for  our  own  America,  or  do  they 
fill  us  with  hatred,  distrust  and  enmity  for  other  na- 
tions? 

I  have  been  observing  with  much  interest  the  in- 
creasing use  of  the  colors  red,  white  and  blue  during  re- 
cent months.  Go  into  the  ten-cent  stores  and  observe 
the  toys  of  every  kind  painted  in  red,  white  and  blue. 
Hair  ribbons,  broaches,  balloons,  notebook  covers,  pen- 
cils, handkerchiefs,  flower  pots  and  dishes,  in  red,  white 
and  blue.  They  are  best  sellers.  In  the  dry  goods  stores 
we  find  the  same  striking  colors  in  neckties,  sweaters, 
skirts,  belts,  scarfs,  window  curtains,  shirts,  towels, 
stockings  and  shoe  laces.  The  furniture  store  has  taken 
up  the  color  scheme,  and  their  windows  display  the  gay- 
ly  painted  breakfast  sets,  and  smart  chair  tidies  in  our 
national  colors.  The  significant  thing  about  this  is  that 
the  fad  increases  as  the  war  hysteria  increases.  It  is 
certainly  a  mark  of  nationalism.  What  is  wrong  with 
nationalism?    It  is  founded  upon  selfishness,  and  dislike 


for  other  nations.  Nationalism  should  not  be  confused 
with  patriotism.  Patriotism  has  in  it  loyalty  and  de- 
votion, but  breeds  no  injustice  to  other  nations.  The 
patriotic  man  must  be  righteous.  Why?  Because  "right- 
eousness exalteth  a  nation."  He  cannot  be  righteous  if 
he  is  unjust  in  his  dealings  with  his  foreign  neighbors; 
and  if  he  does  not  exalt  his  nation  he  is  not  patriotic. 

Can  you  see  in  this  color  display  any  war  propa- 
ganda? People  are  buying  the  red,  white  and  blue  be- 
cause it  says  so  loudly,  "America  first,"  or  "We  are 
proud  to  be  Americans."  Fine  mottoes  these  would  be 
if  underneath  were  not  written:  "Away  with  the  Ital- 
ians," "Down  with  the  Germans,"  "Be  gone,  you  Japs." 
When  we  foster  nationalism  we  destroy  peace.  When 
we  teach  brotherhood  we  destroy  war.  Shame  on  us  if 
we  allow  our  flag,  the  red,  the  white  and  the  blue,  to  be 
hoisted  to  add  fuel  to  the  war  hysteria;  to  create  and 
generate  in  our  children  and  young  people  a  dislike  for 
other  nations  under  the  guise  of  loyalty  to  our  America. 
It  is  a  time  when  Christian  people  need  to  be  on  guard, 
lest  we  be  swept  off  our  feet  by  this  spirit  of  national- 
ism, and  find  ourselves  carried  along  with  the  multitude 
by  the  manufacturers  of  war  propaganda  under  the  pro- 
tecting guise  of  our  beloved  flag,  the  red,  the  white  and 
the  blue. 

Cerro  Gordo,  III. 


Assurance 


BY  MARY  TETER  HINKEL 


I  wept  because  they  seemed  in  vain — 

Those  childhood  lessons  I  had  taught. 

My  soul  cried  out  in  bitter  pain 

That  they  so  soon  should  come  to  naught. 

For  I  had  taught  him  to  be  kind, 

True  to  his  playmates;  and  to  be 

A  brother  to  some  weaker  lad 

Who  seemed  less  fortunate  than  he. 

I  tried  to  teach  him  to  be  brave, 

Yet  shun  those  things  which  made  for  strife; 

But  most  of  all,  I  taught  him  to  love 

Not  God  alone, 

But  all  his  fellow  men — and  life. 

And  now  the  armies  of  the  world  march  by; 

They  catch  him  in  their  stride, 

Nor  will  they  wait. 

Must  he  be  taught  that  life  and  love  are  wrong, 

And  learn  so  soon  to  kill,  and  main  and  hate? 

Oh,  God!     'Tis  almost  more  than  I  can  bear! 

What  chance  have  I,  against  ten  million  men! 

Must  I  give  up  in  grim  despair, 

Stand  idly  by,  while  they  take  my  boy 

And  make  a  beast  of  him? 

Nay — God  forbid! 

For  lo,  I  see  ten  million  mothers  rise, 

And  standing  in  their  very  midst  is  One 

Who  prayed  alone  while  others  slept, 

Who  bore  alone  the  cross  of  Calvary. 

He  raises  nail  pierced  hands  .  .  . 

All  battles  cease  .  .  . 

And  the  whole  world  listens 

While,  in  tones  so  filled  with  melody  and  peace 

He  speaks  to  me  .  .  . 

"Fear  not,  my  child,  I'll  strengthen  thee." 

Davenport,  Nebr. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


"tye  Ane 

The  personal  testimonies  that  follow  show  how  men  and 
women  are  being  led  to  Christ  in  India  and  how  they  are  passing 
on  the  good  news  to  others. — Ed. 

In  April  of  1939  my  mother  fell  very  ill.  I  took  her 
to  a  government  dispensary  where  the  doctor  examined 
her.  He  told  me  to  take  her  away  as  he  had  no  hopes 
for  her  life.  So  I  took  her  to  the  Vyara  mission,  where 
a  room  was  given  us.  There  each  evening  she  was 
treated  and  there  was  much  prayer.  One  missionary 
said,  "Do  not  be  afraid,  Bro.  Manilal.  Keep  courage. 
Keep  faith  in  God.  We  are  all  praying  and  giving  her 
the  best  service  we  can."  Accordingly  we  received  the 
fruits  of  our  prayers  and  service,  for  my  old  mother  be- 
came well.  Hearing  our  prayers,  the  Lord  by  a  great 
miracle  created  hope  where  there  was  no  hope.  Since 
my  mother  became  well,  I  cannot  live  without  giving 
this  witness.  In  all  this  the  brethren  of  our  Christian 
church  and  all  the  missionaries  were  worthy  helpers, 
therefore  I  express  thanks  to  them. — Manilal  Mahaiji. 

When  I  first  gave  my  heart  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  I 
felt  it  my  first  duty  to  begin  in  my  own  house.     I  am 


happy  to  say  that,  up-to-date,  my  father  and  two  broth- 
ers, as  well  as  my  own  wife,  have  been  baptized. 

In  a  village  where  I  was  teaching,  there  was  lack  of 
co-operation  among  the  villagers;  they  were  party 
lines.  By  prayer  and  patience  and  longsuffering  we 
brought  about  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation,  and  so  it  be- 
came very  easy  to  gain  support  for  any  kind  of  worthy 
project. 

One  day  there  was  to  be  a  big  wedding.  The  bride- 
groom's party  had  arrived  and  all  was  in  readiness  for 
the  wedding;  but,  for  some  unexplainable  reason  there 
was  a  gross  misunderstanding,  and  the  whole  village 
was  in  an  uproar  and  the  people  ready  to  fight  and  beat 
each  other.  At  this  moment  God  gave  me  the  courage 
to  step  between  them  as  a  peacemaker,  and  the  quarrel 
was  settled  much  to  the  relief  of  all  present.  Thank 
God  for  his  testimony! — Maganlal  Madhavlal  Patel. 

After  I  became  a  Christian  I  began  giving  my  per- 
sonal testimony  when  I  had  an  opportunity.  I  prayed 
much  that  those  to  whom  I  might  be  led  to  speak 
would  be  willing  to  hear,  and  then  seek  and  accept  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior  and  come  quickly  into 
the  kingdom  of  God. 

Perhaps  my  strongest  testimony  has  been  right  in  my 
own  home  village.  Last  year  one  of  my  relatives  had 
been  very  sick  for  about  six  months.  One  day  he  said 
to  me,  "When  your  father  died  you  did  not  honor  him 
by  setting  apart  a  plot  of  land  in  front  of  your  house  in 
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The  pictures:  Upper  row,  (1)  sons  of  Dctngi  chiefs 
in  Ahwct  Boarding  School.  During  the  last  several 
years,  the  government  has  run  a  hostel  at  Ahwa  for 
these  boys.  It  is  under  the  management  of  the  mis- 
sionary. (2)  Sadanand  Powar,  nine  years  old.  (3) 
Suntoch  Nagar,  daughter-in-law  of  Dhanjibhai  of 
Taropa  and  wife  of  Nagar  Dhanji,  who  teaches 
school  at  Taropa.  She  came  to  the  mission  orphan- 
age in  time  of  famine,  when  she  was  a  small  girl. 
She  is  the  mother  of  nine  children.  Lower  row,  (1) 
the  hope  of  the  Anklesvar  church  and  Christian  com- 
munity children  form  a  Sunday-school  band.  (2)  The 
Sunday-school  band  with  their  teacher  go  with  na- 
tive drums  and  the  clear  voices  of  children  to  sing 
from  house  to  house,  calling  the  people  to  church. 
Their  banners  say:  "Sunday-school  Band,"  "Keep 
the  Sabbath  Holy." 

which  to  place  his  wooden-idol-image  to  represent  him 
and  to  protect  us  from  evil  spirits  and  the  anger  of  the 
gods.  Now  his  spirit  is  troubling  me  and  causing  me  to 
be  sick  so  long  and  to  suffer  so  much.  You  must  go  at 
once  and  set  up  his  image  so  the  anger  of  the  gods  will 
be  appeased  and  so  his  spirit  does  not  trouble  me  any 
more.  If  you  do  not,  then  I  will  cause  it  to  be  done  and 
you  must  bear  all  this  expense  for  I  will  take  that  much 
land  of  yours  and  make  a  place  for  these  images." 

I  answered  him,  "The  spirit  of  my  father  does  not 
give  me  trouble  and  suffering." 

He  replied,  "That  is  because  you  are  a  Christian. 
Therefore  no  evil  spirit  or  anger  of  the  gods  can  harm 
you." 

To  which  I  answered,  "Then  you  should  also  become 
a  Christian." 

That  caused  him  to  think  very  seriously.  As  time 
went  on  he  understood  that  idol  worship  is  only  gross 
superstition.  As  this  fact  enters  his  mind  more  fully, 
little  by  little  and  day  by  day  his  life  is  being  changed 
and  I  constantly  pray  that  he  may  yet  give  his  life  to 
Jesus. — Nicchobhai  Shankarbhai. 

When  I  began  to  live  the  Christian  life  I  was  the  only 
Christian  in  the  village  where  I  was  teaching  school.  A 
girl  who  was  not  a  Christian  was  chosen  for  me  to  be 
my  wife. 

My  first  witness  outside  of  my  work  in  the  school  was 
in  my  own  home.  When  my  wife  became  a  Christian 
through  my  living  testimony,  we  began  to  build  a 
Christian  home — the  only  one  in  the  village.  God  sent 
children  into  the  home.  When  sickness  came  the  vil- 
lage people  saw  that  we  did  not  go  to  the  priest  in  the 
idol  temple,  but  to  the  hospital.  We  have  peace  and  joy 
in  our  home;  also  neatness  and  cleanliness.  That  also 
appealed  to  the  people. 

The  next  to  come  because  of  our  witness  was  my 
brother-in-law.  His  influence  in  the  church  and  in  the 
village  has  been  a  real  blessing,  for  he  is  an  influential 
man  of  the  village.  So  we  began  to  change  the  evil 
customs  in  the  village  because  lives  were  being 
changed. — Chhaganlal  Bhikabhai. 

Most  of  the  people  of  the  village  in  which  I  was  teach- 
ing were  addicted  to  the  very  bad  habits  of  drinking 
and  smoking.  They  worshiped  idols  and  believed  in  all 
the  superstitions  connected  therewith.  Most  of  the  men 
and  boys  wore  on  the  top  of  their  heads  the  tuft  of  hair 
called  the  "chotli"  as  well  as  the  significant  ear  rings. 


However,  seeing  that  as  a  Christian  I  did  not  prac- 
tice any  of  these  customs,  and  that  the  evil  spirits  and 
the  witches  did  not  give  me  any  trouble  of  any  kind  or 
put  curses  upon  my  wife  and  child,  many  have  given  up 
these  bad  customs.  We  hope  they  will  go  forward  in 
other  ways  as  well  and  take  Jesus  as  their  Savior. — 
Ukhad  Premabhai. 

I  was  the  son  of  non-Christian  parents.  I  used  to 
direct  my  life  according  to  my  own  pleasure.  I  roamed 
where  I  willed,  I  went  with  bad  companions,  I  would 
not  mind  my  parents,  I  smoked  and  drank  liquors,  and 
used  other  harmful  stuff.  My  friends  and  I  used  to  do 
unbecoming  things. 

The  thought  of  starting  a  night  school  and  teaching 
the  children  of  our  village  about  the  true  God  occurred 
to  one  of  my  friends.  This  he  did.  Many  pupils  came, 
I  among  them.  I  took  to  heart  so  many  good  teachings 
that  I  joined  the  Christians.  As  I  learned  more  and 
more  I  dropped  my  evil  companions,  clinging  to  my 
Christian  friends.  I  quit  those  evil  habits.  Later  I 
came  to  Vyara  Boarding  School  and  now  I  am  in  the  6th 
Standard.  I  am  still  receiving  good  teaching  from  my 
superiors  and  I  wish  to  spend  my  life  that  others  may 
have  the  advantage  of  that  teaching.  I  am  taking  care 
that  my  life  may  be  a  proper  example. 

I  tell  my  village  friends  of  the  Way  of  Life.  In 
order  that  I  may  grow  in  Christ,  I  ask  God's  help  daily. 
I  keep  in  mind  that  at  first  I  was  in  a  deep  pit.  But  I 
have  come  out  of  it,  for  which  I  thank  God.  Taking 
Christ  as  my  Savior,  I  shall  be  able  to  keep  safely  dis- 
tant from  the  world's  evil  ways.  Amen. — The  testimony 
of  an  earnest  farmer  boy  as  translated  into  English  by 
H.  J.  Brooks. 


Sylvia  Marie  Oiness 

BY   MARY   ALICE   ENGEL 

Sylvia  Marie  Oiness  was  born  Nov.  17,  1912,  in  Bel- 
lingham,  Wash.,  the  only  child  in  the  home  of  Hans  and 
Rose  Christensen  Oiness.     When  Sylvia  was  nine  years 
old  she  suffered  the  loss  of  her  father;  then  mother  and 
daughter   had    to    go    on   alone. 
Some    time    later    her    mother 
married   Peter   Krogstad.      Syl- 
via has  one  stepbrother  and  two 
stepsisters. 

The  early  training  of  her 
Christian  home  bore  fruit  in  her 
being  saved  at  the  age  of  eleven, 
when  she  united  with  the  Bap- 
tist church.  She  united  with 
the  Liberty  Heights  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  Baltimore  in 
1940. 

Sylvia  finished  elementary 
school  in  Bellingham  and  took  her  high  school  work  at 
Albert  Lea,  Minnesota.  In  the  fall  of  1931  she  entered 
Wheaton  College,  Wheaton,  111.,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  1935  with  the  B.  A.  degree,  hav- 
ing majored  in  Bible. 

College  days  were  busy  days  for  Sylvia,  as  she 
took  an  active  part  in  many  student  activities.  Music 
was  one  of  her  special  interests,  and  she  served  as  man- 
ager and  president  of  the  college  glee  club  on  their  con- 
cert tours  through  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 
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Sylvia's  mother  is  a  nurse  and  from  childhood  she 
saw  in  her  mother's  work  a  way  of  Christian  service. 
This  interest  led  her  on  graduation  from  college  to  enter 
nurse  training.  She  chose  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital 
Nurses  Training  School,  which  she  entered  in  the  fall  of 
1935.  It  was  there  I  first  met  her  and  came  to  appre- 
ciate her  as  a  nurse  and  as  a  friend.  As  a  nurse  she  is 
untiring  in  her  efforts.  She  is  not  content  with  merely 
doing  her  work  well,  but  ever,  even  when  most  pressed 
by  the  constant  hurry  and  care  of  a  nurse's  day,  she  is 
found  doing  the  little  extra  things  which  add  to  the 
patient's  comfort  and  contentment.  She  is  ever  cheer- 
ful and  thoughtful  of  others,  always  giving  of  herself 
without  reserve.  The  hospital  recognized  her  nursing 
ability  by  giving  her  the  position  of  head  nurse  on  one 
of  the  private  floors,  on  her  graduation  in  1938.  In  this 
work  she  proved  her  ability  as  an  executive. 

It  was  a  precious  experience  for  Sylvia  when  she  be- 
came fully  affiliated  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  came  into  the  church  in  Baltimore  while  she  was 
still  working  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  hospital.  Her  testi- 
mony was  one  of  joy  and  her  dedication  was  renewed 
to  give  herself  to  the  great  task  in  Africa.  In  her  own 
words,  she  said,  "I  pray  that  if  there  is  anything  at  all 
in  me  which  God  can  use,  may  his  will  be  done." 

Through  the  years  Sylvia  has  had  the  desire  to  serve 
in  Africa.  How  often  during  training  days  did  a  little 
group  of  four  meet  together  to  talk  about  the  land  so 
constantly  in  our  thoughts!  When  Sylvia  goes  to  Afri- 
ca she  will  be  the  third  of  that  group  to  realize  the  vi- 
sion of  those  days.  Her  going  means  a  sacrifice  which 
many  would  be  unwilling  to  make,  and  it  proves  the 
depth  and  sincerity  of  her  purpose.  Her  first  concern  is 
that  in  all  her  plans  the  will  of  the  Lord  should  be  done 
and  her  going  to  Africa  follows  a  decision,  based  on 
certainty  born  of  much  prayerful  consideration. 

Sylvia  was  appointed  to  the  Africa  mission  field  at 
the  Ocean  Grove  Conference  in  1940,  and  sailed  for 
Africa  on  March  19,  1941.  With  her  ability  and  train- 
ing and  most  of  all  her  sincere  love  for  the  people  to 
whom  she  goes,  she  has  a  real  contribution  to  make  to 
the  work  of  spreading  the  gospel  in  one  of  the  dark 
spots  of  the  earth. 

Garkida,  Nigeria. 


of  mission  work,  it  is  nevertheless  mission  work  of  a 
definite  type.  At  the  present  time,  eleven  Church  of  the 
Brethren  children  are  attending  Woodstock  School. 


What  to  Pray  For 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Pictures  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Week  of  April  19-26 

From  the  heights  of  the  Himalaya  Mountains  in  India 
comes  the  request  for  prayer  during  this  week.  Let  the 
church  remember  the  Woodstock  School  and  its  chil- 
dren and  its  teachers.  During  the  past  four  years,  two 
young  men  from  our  church  have  served  as  teachers  in 
Woodstock.  They  are  Ralph  Townsend  and  Joseph 
Bowers. 

At  the  present  time,  Bro.  Townsend  is  at  home  in 
America  and  Bro.  Bowers  is  in  India.  Both  of  these 
men  have  expressed  their  pleasure  for  the  privilege  of 
being  at  Woodstock.  Their  daily  contacts  are  with  mis- 
sionary children  and  they  consider  this  a  real  oppor- 
tunity for  missionary  service.  Although  this  teaching 
responsibility  is  a  bit  different  from  the  usual  phases 


Missionary  Society  Program  for  May 

BY  ESTHER  E.   BEAHM 

This  fifth  lesson  on  the  mission  study  book,  Stand 
By  for  China,  can  be  the  most  interesting  thus  far. 

"First  you  must  have  faith,  then  you  will  have 
power,"  said  Sun  Yat-sen.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
Chinese  Republic.  One  of  his  earliest  teachers  was  a 
Christian  woman  who  surely  had  a  great  deal  of  faith 
as  she  taught  him. 

The  faith  of  missionaries  has  been  rewarded  in  spite 
of  events  like  the  Boxer  Movement.  Dr.  Sun  died 
before  he  saw  a  well-established  republic,  but  the  ball 
was  rolling.  You  will  want  to  study  about  it  in  your 
group. 

Send  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111.,  and 
ask  for  Stand  By  for  China,  sixty  cents,  and  program 
suggestions  for  the  leader,  twenty-five  cents. 

Chicago,  III. 


Report  of  Clothing  Sent  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  in  1940 

BY   MRS.   R.   D.   MURPHY 

Month                                                  Weight  Value 

January    2,118  $  1,548.45 

February    506  484.00 

March   39  36.50 

April   352  279.05 

May   71  53.05 

June    133  81.25 

July  8,014  5,976.15 

August    13,6141/2  10,198.15 

September  7,309  5,558.25 

October    9,685%  8,216.56 

November    1,621  1,330.20 

December    5,341%  3,741.35 

In  the  year  1941 — 

January    1,510  $  1,131.00 

February    1,379  1,035.00 

Total   51,692%  $39,668.96 

Note:  The  above  evaluation  is  based  upon  an  eighty-cent-per- 
pound  average.  This  holds  good  for  the  larger  shipments,  but 
some  of  the  smaller  shipments  of  layettes,  new  clothing  and 
woolen  material  average  much  higher  than  eighty  cents  per 
pound,  so  I  think  the  total  evaluation  is  quite  conservative.  I 
judge  with  what  has  been  collected  on  the  West  Coast,  our  entire 
clothing  project  for  the  fourteen  months  would  easily  reach  a 
$50,000  evaluation  and  in  weight  between  50,000  and  60,000 
pounds. 

Letter   of   Appreciation 

To  Mrs.  R.  D.  Murphy  from  Eleanor  Stabler  Clarke, 
Chairman  of  Clothing  Committee  of  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania— 

"I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  send  greetings 
to  the  many  Brethren  who,  with  the  Friends  and  other 
people  of  goodwill,  are  providing  clothing  for  the  relief 
of  suffering  people.     The  Church  of  the  Brethren  sent 
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to  the  Philadelphia  storeroom  during  1940  more  cloth- 
ing than  any  other  one  group.  On  the  West  Coast,  the 
Brethren  and  Friends  are  working  together  to  send 
clothing  to  China.  The  arrival  of  the  first  shipment  has 
been  joyfully  reported  to  us  by  both  Brethren  and 
Quaker  workers  in  Shanghai. 

"In  a  world  at  war,  clothing  does  more  than  warm  the 
bodies  of  those  who  receive  it;  it  warms  the  hearts. 
Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your  large  share  in  our  joint 
undertaking." 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


racies — as  Holland,  Denmark,  Norway  and  Finland — 
have  always  been  friends  of  America.  We  trust  it  will 
not  be  long  till  we  can  help  feed  the  hungry  men  and 
women  also.  Thus  it  seems,  at  long  last,  that  more 
of  our  stored-up  food  and  clothing  will  reach  the  places 
of  real  need. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  announced 
recently  that  a  $25,000  shipment  of  children's  and 
infants'  clothing  had  been  given  the  Red  Cross  for 
distribution  in  unoccupied  France.  According  to  com- 
mittee officials,  the  cargo  was  sent  to  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
to  be  forwarded  to  Europe  aboard  the  S.  S.  Exmouth, 
sailing  March  8.  The  $1,250,000  cargo  of  foods,  medi- 
cines and  clothing  was  to  have  been  distributed  by  the 
Red  Cross  in  southern  France.  Most  likely  there  was 
considerable  Brethren  clothing  in  this  shipment. 

In  recent  weeks  Peace  News  has  made  several  refer- 
ences to  the  war  refugees  of  Europe.  It  should  perhaps 
be  stated  again  that  307  new  industries  have  been 
started  in  the  United  States  by  refugees  and  that  every 
two  refugees  have  put  three  Americans  to  work.  Self- 
ishness often  creeps,  almost  unawares,  into  the  hearts  of 
good  people  and  they  say,  "Why,  these  refugees  will 
take  the  places  of  Americans  who  want  work!"  How 
easy  it  is  for  individuals  and  nations  to  fight  to  keep 
what  they  have  or  to  get  that  which  belongs  to  another, 
rather  than  to  use  their  minds  and  their  strength  to  dis- 
cover new  ways  to  develop  new  industries,  or  other 
means  of  increasing  the  spread  of  prosperity! 

That  a  mercy  ship  docked  at  Marseille,  France,  on 
March  10,  is  the  welcome  newspaper  report.  "Flying 
both  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  the  Geneva  Red  Cross 
flag,  the  American  freighter  Cold  Harbor  of  Philadel- 
phia attracted  much  interest  as  she  took  her  mooring 
this  morning  in  Marseille  harbor.  She  brings  1,500  tons 
of  milk,  vitamins  and  clothing  for  French  children  in 
the  free  zone.  Every  possible  courtesy  was  extended 
Captain  Allred  M.  Moore,  her  master,  who  is  a  typical 
New  England  seaman.  All  formalities  were  reduced  to 
a  minimum.  First  to  go  on  board  were  several  of- 
ficials, including  Jean  Fremont,  representing  the  pre- 
fect, who  greeted  Captain  Moore  on  behalf  of  the 
French  government.  The  party  also  included  Richard 
Allen  representing  the  American  Red  Cross.  ...  It  had 
been  intended  originally  that  several  hundred  French 
school  children  should  welcome  the  Cold  Harbor  on 
her  arrival.  The  program  was  changed  when  it  was 
realized  that  the  boys  and  girls  might  have  to  wait  a 
long  time  on  the  pier.  Distribution  of  the  cargo  pro- 
ceeded without  delay  under  the  direction  of  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross,  assisted  by  a  French  committee  includ- 
ing representatives  of  welfare  organizations  and  of  all 
religious  creeds.  It  was  intended  that  all  the  food 
and  clothing  should  go  to  children  in  the  free  zone." 
There  is  evidence  that  much  more  aid  will  shortly  be 
extended  to  unoccupied  France,  and  it  is  hoped  to  the 
small  democracies  also.     France  and  the  small  democ- 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  February  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totalled  $61,279.94.  The  total  received 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1,  1940  was  $238,177.36, 
detail  as  follows: 

Receipts  Total  receipts 

for  February  since  3-1-40 

World   Wide   Missions    $  7,065.82  $  40,365.58 

Women's   Work   Project    8,489.56  16,559.45 

Home    Missions     341.05  7,101.57 

Foreign    Missions     1,030.41  4,962.33 

Junior    League    Project    259.21  2,293.72 

Intermediate    Project     12.00  105.63 

India    Mission    197.04  2,237.31 

India    Native    Worker    50.00  93.00 

India   Boarding  School    57.41  402.78 

India    Share   Plan    648.00  2,636.71 

India    Missionary    Supports    6,798.56  23,295.27 

Rhodes  Memorial  (Anklesvar  Training 

School)     2,000.00 

India  Special  Project  Fund    405.50 

China    Mission     513.03  2,963.43 

China   Native  Worker    43.14 

China    Share    Plan    485.00  979.33 

China   Missionary   Supports    6,418.69  20,485.11 

South   China  Mission    178.45 

Sweden    Mission     105.58  205.00 

Sweden   Missionary   Supports    704.82  1,150.33 

Africa   Missionary    Supports    3,641.40  14,663.57 

Africa    Mission    931.70  4,533.54 

Africa    Share   Plan    364.08  969.89 

Africa     Leper 289.66 

Conference    Budget    Undesignated    21,136.29  67,697.93 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for: 

Board   of   Christian   Education    111.36  2,566.63 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)  125.51  2,645.69 

Bethany   Biblical  Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     33.00  1,023.40 

General  Education  Board    72.58 

General    Ministerial    Board     84.06 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 

Fund     13.35  36.19 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan    75.17  168.50 

Youth    Serves     1,599.44  8,900.25 

Christian   Faith   Offering    72.46  6,061.83 

61,279.94  238,177.36 

Non-Budget  items — 

American   Red   Cross    63.70 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    2,240.00                     2,785.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    2,620.75                     3,339.71 

China   War  Relief    1,192.89                   11,126.37 

Civilian   Public   Service    7,669.17                     9,580.01 

European    Relief     383.13                     1,366.72 

European    Wheat   Fund    1,545.16 

Finnish    Relief     14.20 

Flood  Relief    73.86 

General    Relief    883.58                     1,248.69 

Jewish    Relief 1.12 

Michigan   Work    Camp    94.00 

Peace    and    Relief 3,353.10                   34,048.01 

Polish    Relief « 5.00 

Refugee    Fund     1.084.27 

Rehabilitation    Fund     9.24                            9.24 

Stranded    Missionaries     45.00                     1,156.50 

$79,676.80  $305,718.92 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mis- 
sion Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1941. 

Income  since  March  1,  1940    $209,749.01 

Income  same  period  last  year  190,244.38 

Expense  since  March  1,   1940   214,949.87 

Expense  same  period  last  year  203,898.00 

Mission  surplus  February  28,   1941    8,606.36 

Mission  surplus  January  31,  1941  5,514.37 

Increase  in  surplus,  February,  1941   3,091.99 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  April  20 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Using  Witnessing  Power. — 
Acts  2:1-4;  4:8-20.  Golden  Text,  "They  were  all  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  they  spake  the  word  of  God 
with  boldness"  (Acts  4:31). 

Christian  Workers,  Chapters  from  "The  Home  Beauti- 
ful"— Chalmers. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  "A  Cup  of  Cold  Water." 

Intermediates,  God  in  Music. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  White  Oak  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
David  Gibble,  evangelist. 

Twenty-one  baptized  in  the  Leetown  church,  W.  Va., 
Bro.  C.  N.  Grubb,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Shippensburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J. 
Linwood  Eisenberg,  pastor-evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray  for   the  success   of  these   meetings? 

Bro.  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  pastor,  April  20  to  May  4,  in 
the  First  church,  York,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ernest  Munizing  of  Rockingham,  Va.,  May  7-18, 
in  the  Rileyville  church,  Va. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler  of  Everett,  Pa.,  May  6-10,  in  the 
Cherry  Lane  congregation,  Black  Valley  house,  Pa. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fyock  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  April  14-27,  in  the 
Brownsville  congregation,  West  Brownsville  house,  Md. 

Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  May  4,  in 
the  Shade  Creek  congregation,  Sugar  Grove  house,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

A  cable  from  Bro.  Myers  says  that  Sister  Corda  Wertz 
is  returning  from  China  on  the  S.  S.  President  Cleveland 
due  to  arrive  at  San  Francisco  April  23. 

Sister  Martha  Burkholder  of  David  City,  Nebr.,  was 
eighty-five  on  March  28,  last.  She  thanks  her  many 
friends  from  California  to  Pennsylvania  for  their  beau- 
tiful birthday  remembrances. 

Another  first-time  caller  at  the  Publishing  House  was 
Sister  (Mrs.  Floyd)  Reiff  of  Glendora,  Calif.,  guest  in  the 
home  of  Former  Manager  R.  E.  Arnold,  as  she  was  on 
her  way  to  visit  kindred  in  Indiana. 

Sister  Ellen  H.  Wagoner,  former  missionary  in  India, 
for  some  years  past  has  been  serving  faithfully  in  the 
offices  of  the  general  boards.  Last  week  she  left  us  for 
her  new  home  in  La  Verne,  Calif.  More  details  will  be 
coming  to  you  in  due  time,  no  doubt,  but  you  will  be 
especially  interested  in  the  prospective  addition  to  her 
name. 


Bro.  J.  E.  Small,  pastor  of  the  Panther  Creek  church  of 
Southern  Illinois,  has  time  for  some  evangelistic  meet- 
ings this  summer  from  June  1  to  Sept.  1.  Churches  de- 
siring his  help  may  address  him  at  Roanoke,  111. 

Bro.  Stephen  A.  Weaver  of  the  Elmdale  church  of 
Michigan  was  a  recent  first-time  visitor  at  the  Publish- 
ing House.  He  had  some  illustrated  lecture  engagements 
farther  west  and  thought  he  might  as  well  see  us  on 
the  way. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  A.  Harry  have  been  living  on 
a  farm  four  miles  southeast  of  Moorefield,  Nebr.,  for 
more  than  a  half  century.  They  (the  bride  was  Naomi 
Lapp)  were  married  at  Cherrybox,  Mo.,  March  6,  1881. 
Figure  it  out.  Don't  you  think  they  should  have  your 
congratulations  and  best  wishes? 

Sister  Ada  I.  Correll  of  Keota,  Iowa,  has  generously 
given  a  copy  of  the  Brethren's  Encyclopedia  and  assorted 
copies  of  the  Gospel  Visitor  to  be  placed  with  the  Breth- 
ren historical  materials  in  the  vault  at  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House.  The  J.  H.  Moore  Memorial  Library 
and  Historical  Data  is  the  nucleus  of  the  material  at 
Elgin. 
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Middle  Pennsylvania  has  chosen  Elders  D.  B.  Mad- 
docks,  T.  F.  Henry  and  C.  O.  Beery  as  Standing  Commit- 
tee delegates  to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  with  Elders 
W.  N.  Staufer  and  Geo.  L.  Detweiler  as  alternates. 

A  radiogram  received  at  the  mission  offices  April  8  an- 
nounced the  expected  arrival  of  Brother  and  Sister  H. 
Stover  Kulp,  on  furlough  from  Africa,  April  18.  They 
were  coming  on  a  Barbour  Line  boat,  scheduled  to  dock 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Minor  Myers  family,  except  Bro.  Myers  himself 
who  remains  at  his  China  post  to  care  for  our  interests 
there,  were  visitors  at  the  Publishing  House  Good  Fri- 
day afternoon,  through  the  kindness  of  Cousin  Rufus  D. 
Bowman  who  brought  them  out  from  Chicago.  They 
were  on  their  way  to  Bridgewater,  Va. 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  La  Verne  Conference  Program  Committee  has  an 
interesting  statement  in  this  Messenger.  See  the  north- 
west corner  of  page  22. 

Do  you  know  any  Brethren  members  who  have  lo- 
cated at  Martinsville,  Va.?  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel, 
Boone  Mill,  Va.,  Executive  Secretary  for  Southern  Vir- 
ginia, would  like  to  have  their  names  and  addresses. 

On  May  18  the  Painter  Creek  church  of  Southern 
Ohio  will  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  be- 
ginning of  their  Sunday  school  with  an  appropriate  all- 
day  program.  This  comes  near  being  "the  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  first  public  religious  services 
when  Bro.  Philip  Younce,  noted  circuit  rider,  made  his 
trip  every  eight  weeks  to  this  community  and  preached 
for  the  Brethren  in  their  log  cabins.  .  .  .  All  who  ever 
attended  services  at  Painter  Creek  have  a  special  invi- 
tation." 

Old  Gish  Books  Available 

A  number  of  copies  of  Gish  Fund  books  remained  un- 
sold at  the  time  their  titles  were  removed  from  the  list 
a  few  years  ago.  These  are  listed  below  with  the  num- 
bers by  which  they  were  designated,  and  with  the  Gish 
prices.  If  any  minister  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
does  not  have  these  books  he  can  secure  them  at  the 
regular  Gish  prices.  Be  sure  to  give  the  number  of 
each  book  when  ordering.  The  second  number  preced- 
ing each  title  indicates  the  number  of  copies  on  hand. 

92.  33,    Greatness    and    Simplicity    of    the    Christian 
Faith.    10c. 

93.  7,  Essentials  of  Evangelism.     35c. 
95.  20,  Parish  Evangelism.    25c. 

107.  3,  Report  of  Washington  Missionary  Conference. 

35c. 
111.  10,  Visitation  Evangelism.     25c. 
116.  10,  The  Local  Church.     25c. 
121.  19,  The  Clash  of  Color.     30c. 
149.  3,  The  Madness  of  War.     30c. 
157.  2,  Between  War  and  Peace.     55c. 
167.  5,  Preacher  and  His  Missionary  Message.    35c. 
183.  1,  Grace  in  the  New  Testament.     50c. 
185.  23,  Liberating  the  Lay  Forces  of  Christianity.  45c. 
195.  1,  F.  B.  Myer.     45c. 

201.  2,  Preachers  Present  Arms.     55c. 

202.  6,  Home  Missions  Today  and  Tomorrow.    25c. 
208.  3,  Sadhu  Sundar  Singh.     45c. 

212.  9,  John  Frederick  Oberlin.     35c. 


Materials  for  Vacation  Schools,  1941,  is  the  revised  list 
of  administrative  and  curriculum  materials  for  vacation 
schools.  Write  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  22  S. 
State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  free  copies  of  this  leaflet. 

Greetings  from  the  non-resident  members  themselves 
constitute  the  most  interesting  feature  of  the  Easter 
Bulletin  which  Pastor  Shull  prepared  for  this  wide- 
spread fellowship.  This  implies  no  disparagement  of 
the  pastoral  letter  or  the  letter  from  B.C.E.  Secretary 
Fleming  or  Bro.  Zigler's  description  of  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  program.  More  than  four  thousand  homes 
out  of  convenient  touch  with  local  churches  are  enjoying 
this  service  and  most  of  them  seem  to  appreciate  it 
greatly. 

A  Word  of  Explanation:  Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys 
and  Girls  is  the  name  of  the  booklet  used  as  the 
Children's  Fellowship  of  Prayer.  This  booklet  is  pre- 
pared for  use  in  the  period  just  before  Easter,  but  we 
believe  it  would  be  usable  at  other  times  of  the  year 
also.  It  contains  day-by-day  worship  suggestions  begin- 
ning with  Ash  Wednesday.  Our  supply  of  these  book- 
lets for  this  year  has  been  completely  exhausted  for 
some  time.  We  do  have  on  hand,  however,  copies  of 
"Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys  and  Girls"  for  1940,  and 
also  some  for  1939.  The  price  on  these  has  been  reduced 
to  5c  each.  These  may  be  used  in  other  years  as  each 
day's  date  does  not  appear  in  the  booklet.. 
•  •  • 
With  Our  Schools 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

Bro.  Clarence  Sink,  Middler,  attended  as  Bethany's 
delegate  at  the  Merom  Institute  Rural  Life  Institute  on 
March  21  and  22. 

Bro.  Harper  Will,  the  recently  arrived  pastor  of  First 
church,  conducted  chapel  recently.  Bro.  Will  is  a  former 
student  of  Bethany. 

President  Rufus  Bowman  attended  the  district  meet- 
ing of  Northwestern  Ohio,  March  16-18,  speaking  sev- 
eral times  at  the  meeting. 

The  dramatized  cantata,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  Passeth  By, 
was  given  to  an  audience  of  over  500  on  the  evening  of 
March  16.  The  demand  for  a  second  performance  has 
been  so  great  that  it  has  been  promised. 

Prof.  William  Beahm  was  speaker  at  the  week-end 
institute  at  Bremen,  Ind.,  March  21  and  22.  This  is  the 
first  of  a  series  of  such  institutes  under  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  Northern  Indiana.  Bro.  Beahm 
delivered  his  lectures  on  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

This  year's  graduating  class  consists  of  seventeen 
Seminary  graduates  and  eleven  Training  School  grad- 
uates. The  Seminary  graduates  are  divided,  with  four 
receiving  the  Master  of  Religious  Education  degree  and 
thirteen  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity.  Of  the  Training 
School  graduates,  six  receive  the  B.  S.  L.,  four  receive 
two-year  certificates  and  one  is  a  music  diploma  grad- 
uate. 

The  enrollment  of  Bethany  for  the  academic  year 
presents  these  interesting  statistics.  Total  enrollment, 
164.  The  Seminary  enrollment  is  the  largest  on  record 
— seventy-eight.  Of  this  latter  number  sixty  are  men 
and  eighteen  are  women.  Within  the  student  body  are 
seventy-one  ministers  and  thirty-two  wives  of  ministers. 
We  have  less  than  our  usual  quota  of  foreign  mission- 
aries, there  being  but  one  in  resident  study. 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 
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Litany  of  the  Home 

By  Mrs.  Dan  Fierheller,  Freeport,   Illinois 

Leader:  In  the  midst  of  strife  and  conflict,  surrounded 
by  war  and  destruction,  where  suspicion  and  intol- 
erance are  abroad,  for  a  spirit  of  love  and  brother- 
hood .  .  . 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  In  a  world  where  moral  values  have  faded, 
where  virtue  has  lost  its  appeal,  where  the  family 
altar  has  long  been  forgotten,  for  a  return  to  spiritual 
values  .  .  . 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  For  our  homes,  on  which  hang  the  fate  of  the 
nation;  for  our  homes,  that  parents  may  have  mutual 
love  and  trust;  for  our  homes,  that  children  may 
respect  and  love  their  parents;  for  our  homes,  that 
they  may  be  havens  of  love  and  peace  .  .  . 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  From  the  outward  foes  of  family  life,  from 
the  vanity  of  pleasure-seeking,  from  the  vain  at- 
tempt to  keep  up  appearances,  for  deliverance  from 
shallow  thinking  ...  ' 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  From  inner  foes  of  family  life,  from  petty 
quarrels  and  nagging  tongues,  from  hasty  words  and 
angry  looks,  for  deliverance  from  selfish  think- 
ing ..  . 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  For  higher  ideals  among  the  youth  of  the  na- 
tion, for  the  strength  and  courage  of  maturity  to  fight 
the  social  evils  of  the  day,  for  bonds  of  home  that  will 
draw  people  closer  in  love  and  loyalty  .  .  . 

Response:    Father  of  all,  we  beseech  thee. 

Leader:  Thou  who  hast  ordained  the  sanctity  of  the 
home  from  the  beginning  of  creation,  thou  who  hast 
set  mother-love  as  a  jewel  in  the  hearts  of  men,  thou 
who  dost  love  all  nations,  and  has  taught  that  all 
men  are  brothers, 

Response:    Have  mercy  upon  us  and  hear  our  prayer. 

Amen. 

«  ♦  » 

Dedication  Service  for  Parents 

By  Mrs.  Dan  Fierheller,  Freeport,  Illinois 

Leader:  From  time  immemorial  God  has  established 
the  home.  To  the  husband  and  wife  united  in  mu- 
tual love,  he  has  entrusted  the  blessing  of  children,  to 
bring  the  parents  into  deeper  love  toward  each  other, 
and  to  give  them  a  deeper  understanding  of  his  di- 
vine love  toward  us. 

Response:  Heavenly  Father,  we  thank  thee  for  thy 
love. 

Leader:  In  these  homes,  it  is  our  responsibility  as  par- 
ents to  establish  a  small  kingdom  of  love  in  so  far  as 
we  are  able.  It  is  our  task  to  provide  for  the  child 
entrusted  to  our  care  a  suitable  and  congenial  back- 
ground, where  his  talents  and  personality  may  be 
developed  unhindered.  It  is  our  task  to  bring  him 
up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord. 

Response:    We  dedicate  ourselves  to  this  task,  O  Lord. 

Leader:    Every  child  has  a  right  to  be  well-born.     He 


Observance  of  Mother's  Day 

Time:  Second  Sunday  in  May 
Emblem:  The  White   Carnation 

1.    Program  Suggestions 

Flowers.    Wear  and  give  flowers. 

Poems  on  mothers  and  the  home. 

Songs  on  mothers  and  the  home. 

Life  stories  of  famous  mothers. 

Tributes  to  women  of  the  Bible,  womanhood. 

Plays  on  the  home. 

Readings,  illustrations,  prayers. 

Pictures.  Madonnas,  home  scenes. 

2.  Sermon 

Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother  (Prov.  31: 
1-31). 

3.  Parties 
Family  gathering. 

A  special  meal. 

Banquets — Mothers    and    sons;    mothers    and 
daughters. 

4.     Letters  to  mothers 

5.     Visits 

Call   on   shut-in   mothers;   visit   old   people's 
homes;  honor  someone's  mother. 


has  a  right  to  expect  parental  care  and  training  in  at 
least  three  ways — physically,  mentally  and  morally. 
The  responsibility  of  the  parents  does  not  end  when 
they  have  provided  food,  shelter  and  clothing  for 
the  child;  the  need  for  an  education  must  also  be  met. 
But  mental  alertness  is  of  no  avail  unless  with  it 
has  come  a  development  of  moral  standards.  To  this 
end  we  as  parents  should  continually  strive  to  exem- 
plify Christian  character.  It  is  our  task  not  only  to 
teach  the  Christian  virtues,  but  to  practice  them  in 
our  daily  lives. 

Response:    We  dedicate  ourselves  to  this  task,  O  Lord. 

Leader:  Parents  are  often  called  upon  to  make  deci- 
sions in  family  life — perhaps  only  the  settling  of  a 
childish  quarrel,  yet  so  important  that  it  may  affect 
the  entire  future  of  the  life  of  the  family.  We  as 
parents  often  feel  utterly  unable  to  cope  with  the 
situation.  We  feel  so  keenly  our  own  limitations  and 
ignorance.  At  such  times,  our  only  hope  is  to  go 
to  the  source  of  wisdom,  our  heavenly  Father,  and 
entreat  him  for  divine  wisdom  and  guidance. 

Response:  We  pray  for  thy  wisdom  and  guidance,  O 
Lord. 

Leader:  In  the  everyday  routine  of  life,  we  parents 
sometimes  feel  that  we  have  lost  our  way,  that  ev- 
erything for  which  we  have  struggled  so  hard  has 
failed,  that  instead  of  the  love  and  affection  we  so 
much  crave  from  our  children,  we  receive  criticism 
and  blame.  In  these  trying  times,  we  must  cling  hard 
to  these  three  practical  virtues — patience,  courage  and 
hope.  Patience  in  order  to  carry  through  the  ordi- 
nary routine  of  our  lives,  courage  to  do  it  cheerfully, 
and  hope  that  in  the  end  all  things  will  work  out 
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for  good.  We  must  not  forget  to  refer  occasionally 
to  our  own  youth,  and  to  the  mistakes  and  blunders 
we  made  then.  And  always  we  must  remember,  not 
to  try  to  put  an  old  head  on  young  shoulders.  Wis- 
dom and  experience  will  come  with  the  years. 

Response:  We  pray  for  patience,  courage  and  hope, 
O  Lord. 

Leader:  We  as  parents  must  acknowledge  God  in  all 
our  ways,  and  know  that  in  so  doing  he  will  direct 
our  path. 

Prayer  for  Parents:  Our  heavenly  father,  we  lift  our 
hearts  to  thee  in  prayer  for  all  the  parents  of  the 
land.  Grant  unto  us  wisdom  and  strength  so  that  we 
may  impart  Christian  virtues  to  our  children.  Help 
us  to  be  strong  in  times  of  temptation,  patient  in 
times  of  stress,  courageous  in  times  of  despair  and 
humble  at  all  times,  remembering  our  own  weak- 
nesses. Help  us  to  establish  in  our  own  homes  a 
little  kingdom  of  love,  and  in  that  reflect  thy  glory 
upon  earth.     Amen. 


The  Christian  Family  Month 

By  Mrs.  Ralph  White,  Roanoke,  Virginia 
The  month  of  May  is  pre-eminently  the  month  of  the 
Christian  family.  Some  churches  have  the  practice  of 
celebrating  the  first  Sunday  as  cradle  roll  Sunday,  on 
which  there  is  special  recognition  and  dedication  of  the 
cradle  roll  babies.  The  second  Sunday  is  Mother's  Day 
with  special  recognition  of  the  mothers.     The  men  in 


one  church  always  give  each  mother  present  a  lovely 
potted  plant.  The  last  Sunday  of  this  month  can  be 
celebrated  as  Memorial  Day,  at  which  time  the  absent 
members  of  the  family  are  remembered.  This  is  a 
suitable  time  for  the  family  to  present  memorials  to  the 
church  in  memory  of  the  members  "loved  long  since, 
and  lost  awhile." 

It  is  probably  impossible  to  bring  back  the  family 
pew  in  most  of  our  churches,  but  why  not  call  this 
month,  Family  Pew  Month  or  The  Family  Marches  to 
Church.  Recognition  should  be  given  to  the  family  who 
can  have  a  hundred  per  cent  present.  Special  recogni- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  family  who  can  have  several 
generations  present. 

During  this  Christian  Family  Month  have  the  differ- 
ent families  take  charge  of  the  devotions  for  Sunday 
school  and  prayer  meeting.  It  is  surprising  what  inter- 
est will  be  taken  in  this  and  the  fine  devotions  a  family 
group  can  have. 

Of  course,  during  this  month  many  churches  will  have 
their  annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet.  Some  of 
the  fathers  and  sons  could  serve  the  meal. 

On  one  week  night  during  this  month  there  could  be  a 
Progressive  Game  Night  at  which  time  the  different 
families  compete.  This  has  been  done  and  was  found 
to  be  very  interesting. 

The  pastor  could  use  a  series  of  themes  on  family  life 
during  this  Christian  Family  Month. 


What  About  fycMuly  AtialU .  .  . 


Mrs.  Warren  D.  Bowman  of  Washington,  D.  C,  says  .  .  . 

Every  church  calendar  should  provide  for  an  annual 
family  night.  It  may  take  the  form  of  a  social,  provid- 
ing "food,  fun,  and  fellowship,"  welcoming  new  families 
into  the  church,  and  featuring  an  interesting  program 
utilizing  family  hobbies  or  stunts.  One  rural  church 
holds  a  family  night  every  two  weeks,  consisting  of  a 
supper  and  sing,  clean-up  in  the  kitchen,  choir  rehear- 
sal, and  a  closing  period  of  games.  The  annual  church 
turkey  dinner  might  emphasize  family  fellowship  as 
well  as  finances.  Family  nights  act  not  only  as  great 
socializers,  but  also  as  great  evangelizers,  for  playing 
together  makes  it  easier  to  worship  together. 

Family  night  may  be  an  evening  church  service  when 
families  as  units  occupy  the  pews  and  worship  together. 
The  service  should  be  simple  and  should  aim  to  in- 
crease family  strength,  devotion,  and  loyalty.  It  is  good 
for  the  church  to  be  aware  of  itself  as  a  "fellowship  of 
families."  Suggested  times  are  a  Sunday  early  in  the 
fall,  the  Sunday  before  Christmas,  or  Mother's  Day. 
The  opening  of  public  schools,  graduation,  or  scout  cele- 
brations provide  opportunities  for  certain  families  to 
participate  in  an  excellent  type  of  family  night. 

Part  of  the  value  of  family  night  lies  in  the  prepara- 
tion for  it.  Through  family  councils  and  devotions  at 
home  during  the  preceding  week,  the  conscientious  fam- 
ily will  take  an  inventory  of  its  needs,  strive  to  Chris- 
tianize all  relationships,  and  give  thanks  for  many  bless- 
ings too  easily  taken  for  granted. 


Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Trotwood,  Ohio,  says  .  .  . 

A  new  acquaintance  and  understanding  among  church 
families  is  promoted  by  a  family  night  for  your  whole 
church.  Thinking  of  your  own  family  adventures,  why 
not  try  an  evening  together  at  the  church,  with  the 
theme,  Traveling  Together? 

Here  is  a  suggestive  plan  for  an  evening  of  fun,  food 
and  family  fellowship: 

1.  Decorate  the  room  with  maps,  posters,  travel  liter- 
ature and  sign  posts. 

2.  Have  the  tables  gay  with  a  highway  down  the  cen- 
ter, travel  guides,  signs,  toy  cars,  favors  in  the  shape  of 
baggage,  and  a  program  at  each  place. 

3.  Seat  the  people  by  families  as  much  as  possible. 

4.  Program:  Have  the  group  sing  one  verse  of  a  song, 
followed  by  thanks  for  the  meal.  After  eating  the  meal, 
one  family  could  be  in  charge  of  the  devotions.  Use 
folks  from  all  age  groups  in  the  program  in  some  way. 
If  you  have  time,  volunteers  might  tell  some  outstand- 
ing experience  that  has  brought  their  family  closer  to- 
gether. The  main  speaker  of  the  evening  should  be  one 
who  can  guide  the  thinking  from  the  travel  symbols 
displayed  to  the  big  adventure  of  the  journey  of  life  for 
each  family. 

To  get  your  church  thoroughly  interested  in  the  fam- 
ily night  you  have  planned,  the  preceding  Sunday 
morning  service  might  stress  a  related  theme.  Your 
minister  will  be  glad  to  co-operate  by  using  for  his  ser- 
mon the  thought  of  the  family  worshiping  together,  and 
together  promoting  the  church. 


20 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— April  19,  1941 


Mother  and  Daughter  Tea 

By  Cora  A.  Helman,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio 
A  mother  and  daughter  tea  can  be  a  lovely  affair,  and 
one  long  to  be  remembered.  It  may  be  very  simple,  or 
more  elaborate,  as  the  group  or  committee  desires;  but 
in  either  event,  make  it  beautiful.  We  prefer  it  to  a 
banquet  because  it  is  less  formal,  requires  less  work 
and  less  expense,  and  allows  for  greater  variation  of 
numbers  in  the  group.  Yet  it  serves  the  same  purpose 
— that  of  fellowshiping  together.  In  fact,  the  program 
may  be  the  same,  with  a  toastmistress  in  charge.  How- 
ever, the  program  precedes  the  tea. 

Having  our  mother  and  daughter  tea  in  May,  we  then 
have  flowers  in  our  gardens  for  decorating,  often  letting 
them  suggest  our  color  scheme.  For  example,  if  we 
have  tulips,  spirea,  etc.,  and  pink  and  white  are  the 
colors  chosen,  pink  tulips  with  white  spirea  or  white  li- 
lacs, well  arranged,  make  a  beautiful  centerpiece,  using 
pink  and  white  candles,  lighted  during  the  tea.  Plac- 
ing pink  tissue  paper  over  a  white  table  paper  on 
the  table  under  the  lace  cloth  makes  it  lovely.  Carry 
out  the  same  colors  in  napkins,  mints,  etc.,  and  if  de- 
sired in  the  decoration  of  the  dainty  tea  cakes  and  open- 
face,  or  nut  or  date  bread  sandwiches,  keeping  them 
small  and  neat. 

The  table  is  the  center  of  interest,  so  make  it  attrac- 
tive, but  do  not  overcrowd.  Place  the  tea  service  at 
each  end  of  the  table,  arranging  plates  and  cups  con- 
veniently beside  the  persons  who  pour.  The  napkins 
and  spoons  are  arranged  attractively  near  the  plates; 
cream,  sugar  and  lemon  for  tea,  near  the  tea  service. 
The  sandwiches,  cakes  and  candies  or  nuts  are  placed 
along  the  sides  of  the  table. 

It  is  nice  to  have  a  mother  seated  at  one  end  of  the 
table  and  a  daughter  at  the  other,  to  pour,  thus  repre- 
senting both  mothers  and  daughters.  If  desired,  group 
the  mothers  on  one  side  and  the  daughters  on  the  other, 
passing  in  opposite  lines  so  the  mother  pours  for  the 
daughters,  and  the  daughter  for  the  mothers. 

Space  forbids  details  for  various  committees,  but 
these  can  be  worked  out  by  the  officers  of  the  mother 
and  daughter  society  to  meet  your  own  needs. 


Schools  for  the  Family 

Why  should  not  a  church  have  a  School  for  the  Fam- 
ily as  well  as  a  School  of  Missions? 

Each  Sunday  night  during  a  month  might  well  be 
spent  by  the  entire  church  group  in  a  study  of  those 
ideals  and  practices  which  are  imperative  for  the  Chris- 
tian family  today.  Each  age  group  would  study  books 
and  literature  dealing  with  home  life  and  family  prob- 
lems and  carry  on  discussions  which  would  help  each 
member  to  understand  and  practice  the  highest  family 
values. 


Annual  Silver  Tea 

By  Mrs.   Ora  E.  Mote,  Detroit,  Michigan 
The  women's  organizations  of  our  council  meet  joint- 
ly four  times  each  year  for  programs  and  fellowship — 
mother  and  daughter  banquet,  spring  luncheon,  annual 
meeting  and  dinner,  and  silver  tea. 

Our  annual  silver  tea  is  held  early  in  December  at  the 
parsonage.    It  is  long  enough  before  Christmas  to  avoid 


Father's  Day 

Time:  Third  Sunday  in  June 

Emblem:  Poppy  Flower 

In  some  places  Father's  Day  is  held  the  week 

following  Mother's   Day.     In   other  places  the 

ideas   of  Mother's   Day   and   Father's  Day  are 

combined. 


the  busy  days  of  December,  and  yet  not  too  early  to  feel 
the  spirit  of  Christmas. 

This  is  a  very  informal  occasion,  but  every  effort  is 
made  to  make  it  as  beautiful  as  possible.  Our  pastor's 
wife  is  the  hostess  and  is  assisted  by  two  or  three  oth- 
ers. The  entire  house  is  made  attractive  with  Christ- 
mas decorations  and  the  warmth  and  gracious  atmos- 
phere is  felt  on  crossing  the  threshold. 

We  meet  from  2:00-4:00  P.  M.  Part  of  the  time  is 
spent  in  visiting,  as  we  seldom  find  time  to  relax  and  be 
sociable.  After  all  are  at  ease  there  is  a  short  impres- 
sive program  which  consists  of  readings,  a  playlet, 
talks  on  Christmas  in  other  lands  or  the  origin  of 
Christmas  carols  and  the  singing  of  several  of  the  better 
known  carols. 

Following  this,  we  are  invited  to  the  dining  room 
where  a  lovely  lunch  is  served  consisting  of  a  variety 
of  dainty  sandwiches,  delicious  homemade  cookies  and 
tea.  Two  of  the  officers  of  the  council  pour  tea.  The 
table  is  decorated  with  cut  flowers,  candles  and  a  silver 
tea  service  at  each  end.  With  the  napkins  and  silver 
arranged  in  an  artistic  fashion  it  is  possible  to  arrange  a 
very  picturesque  setting  for  celebrating  the  annual  silver 
tea  for  mothers  and  daughters. 

A  receptacle  is  in  the  vestibule  where  each  may  drop 
her  silver  offering  when  leaving.  This  is  used  to  bring 
cheer  to  some  one  at  Christmas.  The  spirit  of  goodwill 
reigns  and  the  occasion  is  a  spiritual  fellowship  which 
prepares  us  for  the  holiday  season. 


Mother  and  Daughter  Breakfast 

By  Mrs.  Paul  Shiffler,  Naperville,  Illinois 

For  several  years  we  have  enjoyed  a  fellowship  of 
mothers  and  daughters  at  a  breakfast  on  Mother's  Day 
morning. 

In  preparation  for  this  breakfast  we  appoint  a  dec- 
orating committee,  a  program  committee,  and  a  food 
committee.  The  decorations  are  very  simple,  using 
mostly  flowers  and  blossoms.  For  the  program  we 
usually  have  a  speaker  and  weave  our  program  around 
her  subject.  The  food  committee  plans  a  simple  three- 
course  breakfast  such  as:  grapefruit  or  fruit  juice, 
creamed  or  shirred  eggs  on  toast,  coffee  or  cocoa  and 
rolls. 

We  gather  at  8  o'clock  for  our  breakfast.  There  is 
something  inspirational  about  an  early  morning  meet- 
ing. As  we  sing  together,  pray  together,  eat  together, 
and  then  listen  together  to  a  helpful  talk,  we  receive  a 
morning  blessing  that  is  strangely  not  present  at  other 
meetings  of  the  day. 

When  we  first  planned  a  breakfast,  we  thought  per- 
haps we  could  not  get  our  mothers  out  that  early.  How- 
ever, the  mothers  planned  accordingly  and  felt  that  they 
received  a  blessing  for  their  special  effort. 
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Banquets,  Teas.  Plays,  Books 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoff,  Elgin,  Illinois 
I.    Banquet   Programs 

1.  Materials  for  Mothers  and  Daughters  Programs,  10c. 

2.  Along  the  Mother  and  Daughter  Trail,  5c. 

3.  The  Home  Nest,   5c. 

4.  Bells,  5c. 

5.  Lavender  and  Old  Lace,  5c. 

6.  The  Captain's  Dinner,  5c. 

7.  A  Teie-a-Teie  for  Mothers  and  Daughters  (a  tea),  5c. 

II.     Plays 

1.  Homes  and  Homes.  Two  mothers  and  two  daughters.  Show- 
ing right  and  wrong  relationships.     10  minutes.     Free. 

2.  As  Families  Go.  A  play-discussion  combination.  This  play 
shows  in  the  first  half,  friction  in  the  family:  in  the  second,  har- 
mony.    3  men,  4  women.     10c. 

3.  The  Two  Builders.  Five  acts,  6  characters.  10c.  One  moth- 
er builds  well;   the  other  fails. 

4.  The  Deferred  Payment  Plan.  The  family  pays  the  debt  of 
appreciation  they  owe  their  mother.  13  adults,  7  children.  Time, 
30   minutes.      10c. 

5.  Such  as  I  Have.  A  play  interpreting  Christian  stewardship 
in  a  single  setting  wherein  a  cultured  woman  realizes  the  folly 
of  her  selfish,  proud  way  of  living  and  reforms.  5  women. 
Price,  10c. 

6.  An  Alabaster  Cruse.  A  play  on  stewardship  for  5  women 
wherein  a  young  girl  found  that  counting  the  cost  is  not  only  in 
money  expenditure  but  in  spiritual  values  and  giving  of  self  to 
others.     10c. 

III.    Books  and  Leaflets 

1.  Religion  in  the  Home.  5c.  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  297 
Fourth  Avenue,  New  York.  Lists  fourteen  recommendations  for 
church  programs  of  education  for  family  life. 

2.  Beatitudes  for  the  Family,  Wood.  Cloth,  $1;  paper,  50c. 
Ideal  for  use  in  programs  on  family  life  and  for  gifts  to  friends 
and  bride  and  groom.  They  are  inspirational,  poetic  and  of  en- 
during value.    In  Loan  Library. 

3.  Mother's  Day.  Rice  and  Schauffler,  1938.  In  Loan  Library. 
It  is  full  of  useful  ideas  for  the  observance  of  Mother's  Day, 
poems,   quotations,   stories,   lullabies,   mothers   of  famous  men. 

4.  And  So  He  Made  Mothers,  Applegarth.  Stories  and  banquet 
suggestions.     In  the  Loan  Library. 

5.  Leaflets  for  Suggestions  on  the  Observance  of  the  Festival  of 
the  Christian  Home  are  published  by  Committee  on  Marriage  and 
the  Home,  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  297  Fourth  Ave.,  N.  Y., 
at  low  cost.     A  prayer  for  the  festival  is  also  available  for  2c. 

6.  Two  free  leaflets:  (1)  Friendly  Hints  for  Parenls-to-Be  and 
(2)  Food  and  Sunshine  for  Infants  and  Children  may  be  obtained 
from  Department  of  Public  Health,  Springfield,  Illinois. 

7.  Christ  and  the  Fine  Arts,  Maus.  A  leader  in  the  field  of 
teaching  religion  through  religious  art,  song,  story  and  poetry. 
A  vast  anthology  for  building  worship  programs  and  other  pro- 
grams.   This  is  a  Loan  Library  book,  also  a  Gish  Fund  book. 

8.  Home  Dedication  Service.  Scripture,  poems,  prayers,  hymns, 
dedication. 

IV.    Program  Suggestions 

Why  not  have  a  Mother-Daughter  lea?  Snowballs  in  profusion 
make  ideal  decorations.  A  collection  of  famous  Madonnas  adds 
to  the  effectiveness  of  the  setting.  For  the  program,  ask  several 
of  your  best  speakers  to  give  ten-minute  speeches.  Include  some 
good  music.  Let  two  silver-haired  grandmothers  pour,  assisted 
by  young  girls  in  white. — Mrs.  Ray  Keim,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

A  Welcome  Party.  The  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son  might  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  this  banquet.  It  might  be  held  when  girls 
are  home  for  the  holidays  or  for  vacation.  The  ones  welcomed 
home  should  be  shown  special  honors.  Table  centers  may  be 
pigpens  of  drinking  straws  or  macaroni.  Little  fat  pig  banks 
may  serve  as  pigs.  Pig  troughs  made  of  construction  paper  hold 
candy  corn  at  each  plate.  Frisky  calves  folded  double  so  they 
stand  serve  as  place  cards  or  program  guides.- — Mrs.  Ray  Keim, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Why  not  a  Chinese  Supper  for  a  very  small  group.  Remove  the 
furniture.  Arrange  a  table  surface  of  boards  in  the  center  of 
the  room  eight  or  ten  inches  from  the  floor.  Cover  with  black 
crepe  paper.  Burning  incense  and  Chinese  wall  decorations  cre- 
ate an  exotic  atmosphere.  Sofa  cushions  are  used  instead  of 
chairs.  Gay  paper  pompoms  are  provided  for  the  girls.  Boys 
in  Chinese  costume  with  braided  crepe  paper  queues  serve  chop 
suey  in  bowls.  The  food  may  be  eaten  with  chopsticks. — Mrs. 
Ray  Keim,  North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Mother's  May  Day  Basket.  Use  baskets  of  flowers  in  season  in 
profusion.  Use  basket  favors  to  hold  nuts  and  basket  shapes  for 
the  program  and  the  menu.  The  dinner  is  served  by  Sweet 
Williams,  Johnny-jump-up  and  Bachelor  Buttons.  Serve  cow- 
slip (steak),  clover  leaf  (rolls),  sweet  peas,  tuberoses  (potatoes), 
American  Beauty  (sliced  tomatoes),  tulips  (radishes),  snowballs, 
(ice  cream)  and  frosted  cup  cakes.  The  program  may  be  of  your 
own  choosing.  Fragrance  for  devotions.  Let  someone  give  a 
talk  appropriate  to  May  Day.  A  tableau,  Rose  Leaves,  presents 
scenes  of  womanhood  from  babyhood  to  old  age  in  an  art  frame. 
Poems  are  read  and  soft  music  accompanies  the  reading. — Mrs. 
Jennie  Heckman,  McPherson,  Kans. 


Building  a  Home  can  furnish  the  theme  for  a  program  for  a 
mother  and  daughter  meeting.  It  could  be  used  as  a  banquet 
idea  as  well.  Lincoln  log  cabins,  doll  houses,  split  rails  and 
small  cut-out  hatchets  and  saws  may  be  used.  If  you  have  an 
artist,  the  home  may  be  sketched,  part  by  part,  on  an  easel. 
Various  logs  may  be  worship,  work,  unselfishness,  health,  play, 
self-control.  The  roof  may  be  Psa.  19;  the  door,  hospitality;  the 
windows,  vision;  the  chimney,  love  and  warmth.  The  final 
feature  is  home  dedication.  The  story,  How  the  New  Home  Was 
Built,  in  Mother  Stories  fits  nicely.  This  comes  from  Franklin 
Grove,  Illinois. 

Shell  Place  Cards.  Tiny  shells,  colored  and  glued  to  cards 
make  lovely  place  cards. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Toward  Better  Homes 
Part  III.    Hospitality  in  Our  Day- 
Scripture:    Luke  10:  38-42;  1  Tim.  3:  2 
Sunday,  May  4 

I.  What  is  the  situation? 

1.  Hospitality  is  the  practice  of  entertaining  friends- 
and  strangers  with  kindness  and  liberality. 

2.  In  grandmother's  day  travel  was  difficult,  there 
were  fewer  places  to  go,  houses  were  large,  and  guests 
were  appreciated. 

3.  In  spite  of  changing  conditions,  hospitality  should 
have  a  large  place  in  our  home  life. 

4.  Young  people  are  being  crowded  out  of  the  modern 
home  and  they  seem  to  be  going  somewhere  all  the 
time. 

5.  Hospitality  is  so  important  that  bishops  were  urged 
to  be  "given  to  hospitality"  (1  Tim.  3:2). 

6.  Many  hosts  and  hostesses  have  never  been  trained 
for  the  job.  They  tend  to  overdo  in  expense,  work  and 
anxiety,  with  the  result  that  neither  host  nor  guest  is 
happy. 

II.  How  may  hospitality  in  our  day  be  enriched? 

1.  Hospitality  should  be  free  from  pretense  and  dis- 
honesty.    Apologies  are  never  in  place. 

2.  It  should  be  simple  and  free  from  overwork,  waste 
and  extravagance. 

3.  Provision  should  be  made  for  both  material  and 
spiritual  food.  The  entertainment  should  be  planned  in 
advance  the  same  as  the  meal. 

4.  Guests  should  remember  that  a  successful  experi- 
ence of  hospitality  requires  something  from  them.  Ap- 
preciation, gratitude,  and  responsiveness  are  to  be  ex- 
pected. 

5.  Parents  may  well  cultivate  hospitality  for  the  sake 
of  the  children.  Guests  may  be  other  children  or  adults 
who  broaden  the  interests  of  the  family. 

6.  Children  enjoy  the  experience  of  hospitality  when 
allowed  to  help  prepare  the  home  and  the  food,  and  have 
some  small  part  in  the  conversation  and  entertainment. 

7.  Churches  do  well  to  meet  and  eat  together  as  a 
whole  and  in  groups.  Eating  together  is  a  Christian 
practice.     It  tends  to  promote  fellowship. 

8.  A  hospitable  person  likes  persons  for  themselves, 
is  unselfish,  has  a  happy  disposition,  is  approachable,  is 
open  to  new  ideas,  and  is  charitable. 

9.  Avoid  the  temptation  to  go  beyond  one's  means 
and  do  like  one's  neighbors.    Be  yourself. 

10.  What  are  some  good  rules  for  a  guest  to  observe? 

11.  Notice  the  emphasis  of  the  New  Testament  writ- 
ers upon  the  virtue  of  hospitality. 

12.  What  effort  does  your  church  put  forth  to  make 
strangers  feel  at  home? 
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^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

La  Verne  Conference 
(June  18-24) 

The  Program  Committee  is  ready  to  announce  some 
of  the  interesting  things  to  which  Conference-goers  will 
be  treated  at  La  Verne.  Voices  which  we  may  expect 
to  hear  at  the  Conference  include:  Frank  H.  Crum- 
packer,  Chas.  D.  Bonsack,  M.  J.  Brougher,  Howard  Sol- 
lenberger,  Raymond  R.  Peters,  J.  Quinter  Miller,  V.  F. 
Schwalm,  H.  Stover  Kulp,  and  many  others. 

C.  Ernest  Davis,  the  1941  moderator,  will  speak  on 
the  theme,  Faith  Is  the  Victory.  Dr.  Kirby  Page  has 
promised  to  be  with  us  Friday  afternoon  and  our  pro- 
gram will  be  greatly  strengthened  by  this  noted  church 
worker.  Paul  H.  Bowman  will  speak  on  Sunday  after- 
noon on  Civilian  Public  Service.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill 
will  be  music  director.  Paul  B.  Studebaker  is  to  serve 
as  general  Conference  director.  Miss  Gladdys  Muir  will 
direct  the  Historical  Pageant  to  be  presented  on  Monday 
evening. 

The  theme  for  the  Conference  is  Building  With  Christ. 
With  this  as  the  background,  many  other  vital  themes 
will  be:  Christian  Faith  for  Such  a  Day  as  This,  Peace 
in  a  War  World,  Brethren  Service  in  the  Field  of  Re- 
lief, The  World-wide  Mission  of  the  Church,  The  Place 
of  Christian  Education,  and  Local  Community  Relation- 
ships. 

The  General  Boards  will  convene  at  La  Verne  in  busi- 
ness sessions  June  16.  On  Tuesday,  June  17,  at  2  P.  M. 
district  boards  will  begin  a  full  day's  session  discussing 
district  activities.  Standing  Committee  will  meet  at  1 
P.  M.  on  Wednesday,  June  18,  for  its  first  session. 

The  foregoing  is  only  a  partial  presentation  of  the 
many  features  of  the  program.  Other  able  speakers  will 
be  announced  later. 

Elgin,  111.  H.  Spenser  Minnich, 

Secretary  Conference  Program  Committee. 


Enjoy  the  Simple  Things  of  Life 

If  everyone  tried  to  enjoy  the  simple  things  of  life  as 
fully  as  they  seem  to  sense  that  greater  things  count, 
the  problem  of  much  unhappiness  in  this  world  would 
be  solved.  For  I  have  never  seen  anyone  who  has 
learned  to  value  the  significance  of  the  everyday  sim- 
plicity of  things  altogether  unhappy.  The  person  who 
grasps  and  takes  hold  of  the  small  things  of  life  does 
have  a  great  and  fine  personality.  Accomplishment  in 
the  greater  things  of  life  becomes  real  through  enjoying 
and  making  use  of  the  small  and  simple  things  of  life. 

I  love  the  springtime  with  its  awakening  to  life,  and 
young  plants  coming  through  the  earth.  I  enjoy  the 
grass  turning  green,  the  leaves  and  buds  forming  on  the 
trees,  the  singing  of  the  birds,  the  many  things  that  God 
has  given  to  us  that  no  man  can  take  away.  God  gives 
nature  a  chance  to  do  her  best,  and  she  never  fails.  It 
is  we  who  fail  nature  and  God.  It  is  a  lost  opportunity 
when  anyone  forgets  to  enjoy  the  simple  things  of  life. 
God  gave  us  an  example  in  his  Son,  Jesus.  His  life  was 
a  blessing  in  simplicity  from  his  very  birth.  He  chose 
humble  parents  for  his  Son.  Jesus  was  not  after  rank 
or  superior  power,  although  superior  to  all  things.  To 
show  to  us  the  blessing  of  simplicity  God  chose  for  his 


Son  an  humble  birth.  All  through  his  life  here  on 
earth  Jesus  lived  simply. 

Winter  has  its  stern  realities,  its  harsh  cold  winds  that 
penetrate  to  the  very  bone.  But  beyond  this,  think  how 
needful  for  nature  to  show  us  the  simple  beauty  of  the 
softly  falling  snow!  How  beautiful  the  landscape  on  a 
morning  when  every  tree  and  shrub  is  adorned  as  a 
bride  dressed  in  white  waiting  for  her  husband!  On 
such  occasions  there  remains  a  sense  of  beauty,  a  feel- 
ing that  all  is  well  with  the  world;  for  love  remains, 
and  love  will  abide  through  all  ages  if  everyone  tries 
to  enjoy  the  simple  things  of  life. 

New  Enterprise,  Pa.  Mrs.  Eme  Clouse. 


When  a  Spirit  Soars 

A  broad  smile  transformed  the  face  of  the  elderly 
brother  as  he  reached  into  his  pocket  to  bring  forth  his 
contribution  for  the  Brethren  Civilian  Service  Camps. 
Though  he  is  not  young,  and  has  no  boys  who  will  oc- 
cupy these  camps,  in  giving  money  for  the  same  his 
soul  and  body  are  trying  to  say,  as  Paul,  "for  me  to  live 
is  Christ."     Christ,  too,  was  a  cheerful  giver. 

As  I  observed  this  man  after  the  sermon  on  the  Ci- 
vilian Service  Camps  and  the  Conscientious  Objector, 
and  noticed  his  splendid  reaction,  I  saw  a  true  patriot- 
ism of  the  church  portrayed.  A  picture  drifted  through 
my  mind.  It  was  that  of  a  man  no  longer  young 
tramping  along  a  lonely  mountain  road,  his  destination 
a  little  country  church  twenty  miles  away.  The  day 
was  one  of  February's  coldest,  but  the  heart  inside 
the  man  was  warm  and  filled  with  thanksgiving  to  God, 
for  he  was  bringing  his  contribution  to  help  make  pos- 
sible the  stand  for  "peace  by  his  beloved  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  a  world  of  turmoil.  My  heart  is  filled  with 
thanksgiving,  too,  for  people  such  as  he. 

There  are  perhaps  no  persons  more  admired  than 
the  men  and  women  who,  no  matter  how  active 
their  lives  may  be,  seem  to  possess  an  inner  tranquility. 
We  often  see  lakes  filled  by  streams  running  into  them, 
but  we  sometimes  see  lakes  at  a  high  level  with  no  vis- 
ible supply.  They  are  fed  by  secret  springs.  The  life 
of  the  man  I  have  just  pictured  is  surely  fed  by  a  secret 
spring. 

Sparta,  N.  C.  Nancy  Reed. 


By  Their  Fruits 

I  was  sitting  in  the  car  recently,  waiting  outside  the 
community  sale  barn.  As  one  section  of  livestock  was 
sold  the  men  interested  in  them  left  the  barn  and  strode 
in  ragged  lines  toward  their  cars. 

Meanwhile,  I  mused  on  the  variety  in  human  physi- 
ognomy, and  of  the  effect  of  life  on  one's  appearance. 
Among  other  things,  I  noted  the  angle  at  which  the  men 
smoking  held  their  pipes  and  cigarettes,  and  the  slouch 
or  pride  with  which  the  men  carried  themselves. 

Suddenly  a  new  trend  of  thought  presented  itself. 
Now  one  by  one,  and  in  conversational  pairs,  came  more 
than  a  dozen  men  by  actual  count.  But  there  was  no 
sign  of  smoking  apparatus!  A  cursory  glance  proved 
the  individuals  strangers,  but  I  wondered  if  they  came 
from  the  neighboring  congregation  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Regardless  of  the  color  or  make  of  clothing 
worn  they  looked  decent  and  trustworthy.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  just  plain,   Christian,   American  citizens. 
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Searching  for  confirmation,  I  continued  watching  them 
until  among  the  stragglers  I  saw  two  or  three  who 
proved  my  theory  right.  They  were,  no  doubt  mostly 
members  of  our  own  "like  precious  faith."  Verily,  by 
their  fruits  of  clean  living  I  knew  them! 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa.  Maud  L.  Moser. 


Lessons  From  the  Sky 

"For  the  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield"  (Psa.  84:  11). 
I  wonder  whether  the  sun  has  said  to  you  what  it  said 
to  ■  me  one  morning.  It  transformed  the  clouds  into 
brilliant  hues — a  glorious  opening  for  the  day. 

As  I  was  riding  toward  the  west  I  saw  only  the  clouds 
farthest  from  the  sun,  and  they  were  beautiful,  but  the 
sun's  rays  had  to  go  further  to  light  them  up.  Then  I 
looked  at  the  sun  itself,  and  saw  a  sight  that  thrilled  my 
heart.  The  clouds  that  were  nearest  the  sun  were  glow- 
ing with  a  borrowed  light  more  glorious  than  those  at 
a  distance  from  the  sun. 

The  thought  came  to  me  that  as  we  keep  close  to  the 
Son  of  God  we  have  a  borrowed  glow  to  light  the  paths 
of  others.  We  should  all  try  to  be  the  clouds  up  close 
to  the  Son.  Unlike  the  clouds  of  the  sky  it  is  within 
the  wills  of  each  one  of  us  to  get  close  to  the  Son.  If  we 
will  let  him  shine  through  us  in  all  his  glory,  then  we 
will  not  get  our  light  unfocused  by  the  glitter  of  the 
world  (Matt.  6:  24).  The  man-made  lights  send  up  a 
glow  which  does  not  reach  half  a  mile  toward  the  near- 
est star,  but  the  sun  (God's  creation)  is  continually  shed- 
ding light  on  some  part  of  the  world,  while  God's  own 
Son  sheds  eternal  light  in  the  hearts  of  men  (John  8:  12). 

When  I  looked  at  the  sun  I  saw  a  glory  far  surpass- 
ing anything  around  the  sun,  and  so  it  is  with  us.  When 
we  look  on  Jesus  and  see  him  only,  we  are  emptied  of 
self  and  he  finds  his  place  within  us.  By  keeping  our 
eyes  on  him  we  can  sing  from  a  personal  experience  of 
the  heart — 

Transformed  by  grace  divine, 
The  glory  shall  be  thine. 
To  thy  most  holy  will,  O  God, 
We  now  our  all  resign. 

Eugene,  Oregon.  Elouise  Williams. 


Are  We  Living  Up  to  Our  Profession? 

"Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in 
the  world.  If  any  man  love  the  world  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him"  (1  John  2:  15).  When  we  gave 
our  hearts  to  God  we  promised  to  renounce  all  of  these 
things — the  lust  of  the  flesh  and  the  lust  of  the  eyes, 
the  pride  of  life,  the  things  that  tend  to  draw  our  af- 
fections from  God  and  his  Word.  For  all  that  is  in  the 
world  is  of  the  world.  Again,  "For  where  your  treasure 
is  there  will  your  heart  be  also"  (Luke  12:  34).  Then  the 
Lord  tells  us  not  to  lay  up  for  ourselves  treasures  upon 
earth  where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal.  We  cannot  serve  God 
and  mammon.  We  cannot  serve  two  masters.  God  is  a 
jealous  God.    He  does  not  want  a  half-way  service. 

We  are  to  m  let  our  light  so  shine  that  all  may  see  our 
good  works.  Our  failure  in  this  is  the  reason  why  so 
many  people  make  excuses  for  not  accepting  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  They  take  us  for  their  guide  instead  of 
the  Word.  They  watch  our  actions,  and  if  we  make  a 
misstep  they  know  it.  Then  they  say  they  are  as  good 
as  we  are. 


With  many  there  is  no  work  of  distinction,  for  they 
seem  to  try  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  world.  They 
want  to  keep  up  with  those  in  society  for  fear  they  can- 
not otherwise  associate  with  them.  We  had  better  lose 
their  friendship  than  that  of  God.  Many  places  they 
hold  to  the  worldly  amusements  to  get  people  to  join 
the  church.  We  cannot  call  such  the  church  of  God. 
He  will  bring  all  to  account  in  that  great  judgment  day. 
So  it  becomes  us  to  be  very  careful  how  we  stand  with 
God.  Why  stand  for  the  evil  one  with  no  hope  for  our 
future  happiness?  It  is  far  better  to  serve  our  blessed 
God  in  hope  of  eternal  joy  and  peace.  "As  it  is  written, 
Eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  the  things  God  has  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him"  (1  Cor.  2:  9). 

Middletown,  Ind.  Florida  J.  E.  Green. 


Eugene  Morgan  Crouch 

North  River  is  beautiful  and  sacred.  Its  blue  waters 
sweep  under  the  bridge  and  wash  the  shores  of  the 
little  country  town.  As  "Stonewall"  Jackson  was 
marching  his  men  on  to  Cross  Keys  and  Port  Republic 
to  neutralize  60,000  Union  soldiers  and  on  to  Richmond 
in  1862,  he  pontooned  the  river  with  wagons  for  his 
20,000  Southern  soldiers  to  foot  it  across. 

It  was  at  this  sacred  and  historic  spot  where  on  a 
sunny  October  Sunday  afternoon  my  eyes  witnessed  the 
apostolic  baptism  in  1888  of  the  young  college  profes- 
sor— now  the  subject  of  this  brief  character  sketch. 

I  then  witnessed  the  stately  figure  of  E.  M.  Crouch 
bowing  and  bending  and  being  buried  in  the  crystal  wa- 
ters of  this  mountain  stream  flowing  from  a  thousand 
springs  in  yonder  rugged  realms  of  hill  and  forest.  But 
as  this  is  written,  March  20,  1941,  or  more  than  fifty- 
two  years  later  and  in  sadness  and  solemnity,  I  behold 
that  once  stately  form  struck  down  by  death,  and  buried 
on  the  sunny  slope  of  the  Wetsel  cemetery  in  old  Greene 
County,  Va. 

What  marvels  a  half  a  hundred  years  have  wrought! 
Bro.  John  S.  Flory,  a  former  student  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  the  officiating  minister  on  this  out- 
standing day.  Bro.  H.  S.  Knight,  the  Brethren  pastor 
of  the  community,  stood  in  sorrow  with  many  others. 

In  Bro.  E.  M.  Crouch  we  had  a  man  of  honest  pur- 
pose and  purity  of  heart.  Tennessee  was  his  native 
state,  and  Milligan  College  was  his  Alma  Mater.  He 
was  later  on  touched  up  at  the  University  of  Virginia 
and  doctored  up  at  Columbia  University.  His  scholar- 
ship and  his  teaching  experience  were  well  known  at 
Bridgewater,  Lordsburg  and  Manchester.  His  educa- 
tional administrative  powers  were  called  forth  at  Bridge- 
water  and  Manchester.  He  also  figured  at  large  in  edu- 
cational leadership  in  state  affairs. 

His  marriage  was  to  a  wonderful  and  ladylike  wom- 
an. He  was  of  the  orator  type.  While  for  many  years 
he  was  a  forceful  Brethren  preacher,  his  teaching  and 
doctrinal  powers  were  overshadowed  by  the  richness 
and  resonance  of  his  voice.  In  fact  in  many  ways  he 
physically  resembled  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  It  is  true, 
however,  in  tenderness  of  heart  and  compassionate  feel- 
ing and  creative  imagination  that  Beecher  was  beyond 
him.  Yet  I  always  pictured  him  in  terms  of  the  thun- 
dering preacher  of  Brooklyn  Heights. 

An  instance  is  specially  worthy  of  note.     One  morn- 
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ing  in  chapel  he  arose  to  give  a  few  words,  or  so  I 
thought.  But  he  went  higher  and  higher  until  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  was  an  hour  of  great  aspiration  and 
inspiration.  He  took  the  occasion  by  storm.  We  forgot 
our  classes  and  studies.  The  address  was  an  overwhelm- 
ing surprise.  Had  he  given  himself  to  platform  work 
entirely  his  heights  of  achievement  would  have  been 
marvelous. 

His  theme  that  chapel  morning,  as  well  as  his  man- 
ner, was  unique  and  dramatic.  He  drew  out  a  well 
worn  Bible  and  beside  it  he  placed  a  dark,  flattened 
liquor  flask.  It  was  indeed  a  marvelous  antithesis — the 
Bible  and  the  bar,  God's  Book  and  the  devil's  bottle! 
He  appeared  to  me  that  time  as  perhaps  one  of  the 
finest  specimens  of  humanity  I  have  ever  beheld.  I  love 
to  think  of  him  in  terms  of  that  glorious  chapel  day. 

Through  the  years  I  have  counseled  with  him,  worked 
with  him  and  traveled  with  him.  I  have  prayed  and 
preached  with  him.  I  always  loved  him.  I  had  real 
fellowship  with  him.    I  shall  never  forget  him. 

God  be  merciful  and  blessed  to  his  widow  and  to  his 
children;  to  his  friends  and  to  his  unpublished  book! 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 
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Esta  M.  Butterbaugh 

Esta  M.  Butterbaugh  was  born  in  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  on  April  15,  1883,  to  George  W.  and  Lydia  Miller 
Butterbaugh.  He  had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  sur- 
vives him.  On  Feb.  20,  1908, 
he  was  married  to  Grace 
Holsinger  at  Pyrmont,  Ind. 
To  them  were  born  three 
children,  who  with  his  wife 
survive.  The  children  are: 
Eugene  of  Dayton,  Galen  of 
Peru,  and  Wesley  of  South 
Bend. 

He  had  lived  two  years 
in  Chicago,  five  years  in  Ida- 
ho and  California,  and  sev- 
en years  in  Warsaw,  Ind., 
before  moving  to  South 
Bend  where  he  had  since 
lived. 

He  united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 
In  1918  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
North  Winona  church.  In  this  capacity  he  had  faith- 
fully served.  Since  1924  he  had  served  on  the  finance 
and  trustee  boards  of  the  First  church,  South  Bend,  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  For  almost  the  same  number 
of  years  he  was  church  treasurer.  To  these  duties  he 
gave  careful  and  faithful  attention. 

He  was,  however,  more  widely  known  as  a  member  of 
the  general  Auditing  Committee  of  the  brotherhood,  in 
which  capacity  he  had  served  from  1918  to  1939.  On 
this  committee  he  had  worked  with  L.  R.  Peifer,  R.  E. 
Burger,  J.  J.  Oiler  and  C.  J.  Kistler.  His  fine  Christian 
spirit  and  his  efficiency  as  an  accountant  gave  him  this 
long  term  of  service. 

He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  and  was  al- 
ways to  be  counted  upon.  He  seldom  missed  a  service 
of  worship  until  his  late  illness  kept  him  confined  to  his 
home.  His  unassuming  and  kindly  spirit  won  for  him 
many  friends.    Near  midnight  on  March  10  he  concluded 


his  earthly  pilgrimage,  and  an  illness  extending  across 
two  years,  four  months  of  which  confined  him  to  his 
bed.  Services  by  the  writer,  with  burial  in  Pleasant 
Hill  cemetery  near  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

South  Bend,  Ind.  H.  F.  Richards. 


Dove   Golden  Wedding   Anniversary 

On  Aug.  23,  1940,  at  their  home  in  Hotchkiss,  Colo.,  George  A. 
and  Ida  C.  Dove  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 
Their  only  son,  Jesse  Dove,  and  family  of  Compton,  Calif.,  were 


present  to  help  them  celebrate  the  occasion.  On  Jan.  5,  1867, 
in  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  Bro.  Dove  was  born,  being 
the  son  of  William  R.  and  Elizabeth  Dove  of  Mathias,  W.  Va. 
On  Feb.  22,  1869,  at  what  was  then  known  as  Howards  Lick, 
Ida  A.  Nazelrod  was  born,  being  the  daughter  of  Emanuel  and 
Christenia  Nazelrod  of  Mathias,   W.  Va. 

On  Aug.  23,  1890,  at  Crawford,  Nebr.,  Brother  and  Sister  Dove 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  on  May  2,  1892,  they  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  being  baptized  by  Eld.  John  J. 
Hoover  of  Nebraska.  In  1897  Brother  and  Sister  Dove  emigrated 
to  Hotchkiss,  Colo.,  where  they  have  since  made  their  home.  On 
April  4,  1903,  Bro.  Dove  was  chosen  to  the  ministry.  Faithful 
in  this  work,  on  April  4,  1904,  he  was  advanced  to  the  second 
degree  of  the  ministry.  In  June  of  1905  he  and  Sister  Dove  were 
ordained  to  the  eldership.  This  being  on  the  frontier  and  iso- 
lated from  the  main  body  of  the  brotherhood,  a  church  was 
organized  and  known  as  the  Smith  Fork  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Here  for  a  number  of  years  Bro.  Dove  was  preacher,  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  Bible  teacher,  also  assistant  elder 
under  Brethren  Noah  Brubaker,  J.  E.  Bryant  and  Salem  Beery. 
In  later  years  the  members  of  the  Smith  Fork  church  moved 
away,  and  the  district  meeting  of  Western  Colorado  and  East- 
ern Utah  thought  it  advisable  to  disorganize  the  Smith  Fork 
church.  Brother  and  Sister  Dove  then  placed  their  membership 
in  the  First  church,  Grand  Valley,  near  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 
Being  seventy-five  miles  from  the  church  at  Grand  Junction, 
Brother  and  Sister  Dove  attended  the  Church  of  God  in  Hotch- 
kiss for  the  past  twelve  years,  where  Bro.  Dove  has  been  adult 
Bible  teacher.  In  all  these  years  Brother  and  Sister  Dbve  have 
never  lost  their  love  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


Paonia,  Colo. 


Jacob  G  Dove. 


Walter  Emory  Cox 


Walter  Emory  Cox,  lifelong  resident  of  Warriors  Mark  Valley, 
passed  away  June  10,  1940,  at  his  residence  in  Spring  Mount, 
death  being  attributed  to  a  heart  condition  and  complications. 
He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  more  than  a  year.  He  was 
born  at  Spring  Mount,  Pa.,  Sept.  12,  1868,  the  son  of  James  S.  and 
Anna  MacAfee  Cox,  both  deceased.  He  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  rural  schools  of  the  vicinity.  In  his  earlier  years 
he  followed  the  painters'  trade.  In  1900  he  took  up  the  under- 
taking business  which  his  father  pioneered  in  Warriors  Mark 
Valley,  continuing  until  recent  years,  when  he  passed  the  busi- 
ness on  to  his  youngest  son,  Bruce.  His  retirement  was  due  to 
ill-health.  He  was  united  in  marriage  forty-nine  years  ago  at 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  with  Bertha  Laird  of  his  home  community. 
Mrs.  Cox  preceded  her  husband  in  death  by  three  years.  The 
deceased  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Spring  Mount  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the 
work  of  his  church,  holding  the  office  of  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent a  period  of  twenty-five  years  and  the  office  of  deacon 
since  early  manhood.     His  loyalty  to  his  church  was  shown  by 
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a  provision  in  his  will  for  a  gift  to  the  General  Mission  Board. 
He  also  served  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  church  home  for  the  aged  at  Martinsburg,  Pa.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  four  brothers:  Porter  J.  of  Warriors  Mark,  Ira  of  Pitts- 
burg, Charles  L.  of  Claysburg  and  Ralph  M.  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
Mrs.   Harvey  Ritchey,   an   only   sister,  passed   into   death   several 


years  ago.  The  surviving  children  are  H.  Paul  of  Bellwood,  Pa., 
Kenton  M.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Martin  of  Lancaster,  Mrs.  Cloyd  Omo 
of  Huntingdon  and  Bruce  E.  and  Mrs.  Stuart  Chronister  of 
Spring  Mount,  all  of  whom  treasure  the  memory  of  a  father  and 
mother  who  from  their  earliest  childhood  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple taught  them  the  way  of  truth  and  life  as  it  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Twelve  grandchildren  survive. 
Bellwood,  Pa.  H.  Paul  Cox. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Holler-Ring. — March  30,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned, 
M.  J.  Holler  and  Lillian  Ring,  both  of  Conway,  Kans. — J.  J.  Yo- 
der,   McPherson,   Kans. 

Miller-McSpadden.— Feb.  22,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  under- 
signed, Clarence  E.  Miller,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  McSpadden,  both  of 
Lamar,   Colo. — J.  J.  Yoder,  McPherson,   Kans. 

Yoder-Hanson. — March  28,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  under- 
signed, Russell  L.  Yoder  and  Carrie  Alice  Hanson,  both  of  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. — J.  J.  Yoder,  McPherson,  Kans. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Alexander,  Eliza  Ellen,  daughter  of  John  and  Cathrine  Shrull, 
was  born  on  Sept.  25,  1861,  near  Bucyrus,  Ohio.  When  quite 
young  she  came  to  this  community  with  her  parents  and  lived 
here  most  of  her  life.  At  an  early  age  she  was  baptized,  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Pine  Creek. 
She  was  faithful  in  attending  services  until  her  failing  health 
made  it  impossible.  On  March  4  she  received  the  anointing, 
committing  herself  to  the  Lord's  will.  On  March  15  she  passed 
away.  Surviving  are  one  son  and  two  daughters,  twelve  grand- 
children and  three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  at 
the  North  Liberty  church  were  in  charge  of  the  writer.  Burial 
■was  in  the  Center  cemetery. — Ervin  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Berkepile.  Amsy  A.,  son  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Berkepile, 
was  born  near  Bourbon,  Ind.,  on  Jan.  27,  1860,  and  died  March  26, 
1941.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  intervals  of  short  duration  his 
entire  life  was  spent  in  this  vicinity.  He  leaves  six  brothers, 
two  sisters,  one  daughter  and  four  grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  the  writer  were  in  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  place  of  his  birth. — N.   H.  Miller,  Bourbon,   Ind. 

Brubaker,  Emma  Forney,  wife  of  Bro.  Eugene  Brubaker,  died 
Jan.  16,  1941,  at  their  home  in  Lititz,  Pa.,  aged  66  years,  5  months 
and  3  days.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  more  than  forty  years.  She  served  faithfully  as 
a  deacon's  wife  after  her  husband's  election  to  that  office  in 
March  1907.  Having  no  children  of  their  own,  they  took  two  in 
their  home  who  were  bereft  of  parents  and  reared  them  as  their 
own.  Many  were  entertained  in  their  hospitable  home.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  brothers  and  one  stepsister.  Serv- 
ices at  the  Longenecker  house  were  in  charge  of  the  home  min- 
isters. Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Susan  M. 
Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Chaloupka,  Roxie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Lula  Chal- 
oupka,  was  born  Jan.  5,  1921,  and  departed  this  life  Feb.  9,  1941. 
She  attended  the  country  school  near  her  home,  the  Panora  high 
school,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1938,  and  a  business  college 
in  Des  Moines.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on 
June  15,  1936.  Roxie  was  a  lover  of  the  out  of  doors  and  en- 
joyed  all   kinds   of  sports.     She   patiently   bore   a   great   deal   of 


pain  for  some  time,  but  seldom  complained.  She  had  a  kind 
word  and  a  smile  for  all.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  her 
father  and  mother,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  church  with  the  undersigned  officiating  and 
Bro.  E.  C.  Trostle  assisting.  Interment  was  in  the  Brethren 
cemetery. — Earl  F.   Deardorff,  Panora,   Iowa. 

Dohner,  Alice  A.  Hostetler,  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  60  years,  1  month  and  12  days.  Thirty- 
four  years  ago  she  was  married  to  William  Dohner.  They  had 
three  daughters  and  one  son;  one  child  died  in  infancy  and  one 
daughter  about  a  year  ago.  A  member  of  the  church  for  thirty- 
one  years,  she  tried  to  live  a  Christian  life.  She  taught  a  Sun- 
day-school class  and  worked  with  three  different  program  com- 
mittees. During  the  last  year  a  weakening  heart  caused  Sister 
Dohner  to  realize  that  her  time  to  depart  from  this  earth  was  not 
far  distant.  She  wrote  instructions  for  her  funeral  procedure, 
selected  her  own  text  (Phil.  1:21)  and  hymns  and  requested  that 
her  Bible  be  placed  in  her  hand.  She  had  often  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  go  home  to  her  daughter  and  parents.  Sister  Dohner 
served  with  her  husband  in  the  office  of  deacon  for  many  years. 
The  church  will  miss  her.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Big  Dam  house  in  charge  of  Eld.  S.  K.  Wenger,  Bro.  Perry  San- 
ger and  Bro.  Painter.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Dora   Groh   Herring,   Pinegrove,   Pa. 

Fike,  Mary  Elizabeth  Vansickle,  died  March  22,  1941,  aged  73 
years,  6  months  and  2  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  A.  J. 
Fike,  Feb.  12,  1888.  To  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  one 
daughter.  The  son  died  in  1907;  her  husband  died  in  1934. 
The  daughter,  five  grandchildren  and  three  sisters  survive.  Sis- 
ter Fike  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  fifty  years.  She  was  afflicted  with  a  complication  of  diseases 
for  years;  a  heart  attack  ended  her  earthly  pilgrimage.  Funeral 
services  by  the  undersigned  were  held  in  the  Union  Chapel  of 
the  Markleysburg  congregation,  where  the  deceased  held  her 
membership.  Interment  was  in  the  Thomas  cemetery  near 
Markleysburg. — B.  B.  Ludwick,   Markleysburg,  Pa. 

Friend,  Samuel  Elza,  son  of  George  and  Mary  Friend,  was 
born  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  Oct.  31,  1878,  and  departed  this  life 
Dec.  18,  1940,  at  the  home  of  his  sister  near  Smith  Center,  Kans. 
He  had  been  an  invalid  since  his  fourth  year  and  was  cared 
for  by  his  parents  in  the  home.  He  appreciated  every  kindness 
shown  to  him.  At  an  early  age  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Three  brothers  and  three  sisters  survive;  his 
father,  mother  and  one  sister  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Portis  church  by  Bro.  Frank 
Wagner. — Mrs.    Lewis   Naylor,    Palco,   Kans. 

Gibble,  Abraham  M.,  was  born  Oct.  15,  1859,  and  died  at  his 
home  near  Mt.  Hope,  Jan.  5,  1941.  after  a  lingering  illness.  He 
was  married  to  Annie  M.  Pfoutz,  who  survives  with  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  young  manhood.  He  was  always  interested  in  the  activities 
of  the  church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Mt.  Hope 
house  by  the  home  ministers.  Interment  was  in  the  Masterson- 
ville  cemetery. — Mrs.  Fanny  Zug  Shearer,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Gorman,  George,  aged  77  years  and  15  days,  died  on  March  28, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  West  of  May  Hill,  Ohio. 
He  was  born  on  March  13,  1864.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Strait  Creek  congregation  of 
Southern  Ohio  for  many  years.  For  several  months  he  had  been 
ill  with  heart  trouble  and  suffered  immeasurably,  but  never  did 
his  faith  falter.  He  was  a  Christian  example  to  all  who  knew 
him.  He  is  survived  by  no  immediate  family  or  relatives.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  May  Hill  Christian  church  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  Ralph  Young  of  the  Belfast  Meth- 
odist church.  Interment  was  in  the  Strait  Creek  cemetery  near 
Sinking   Spring,   Ohio.— Paul  J.    Wright,   Peebles,    Ohio. 

Hardman,  Curtis  E.,  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  Warner 
Hardman,  was  born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  24,  1874. 
In  January  1898  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Clara  Miller.  To 
them  were  born  four  children,  two  dying  in  infancy.  Bro.  Hard- 
man  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  over 
thirty  years.  His  death  came  March  10,  1941.  Surviving  are  his 
wife,  one  son,  one  daughter,  five  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and 
one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed and  Brethren  J.  E.  Smeltzer  and  Lee  R.  Smith  at  the  Eel 
River  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — Geo. 
W.   Deaton,    Claypool,    Ind. 

Knepper,  Mary,  only  child  of  Elder  Josiah  and  Ann  Miller 
Berkley,  was  born  May  26,  1860.  When  she  was  six  years  old  the 
family  moved  on  a  farm  in  Milford  Township.  Here  she  re- 
sided until  her  death  on  March  6,  1941,  a  period  of  seventy-five 
years.  Sister  Knepper  was  a  devoted  and  lifelong  member  of 
the  Middle  Creek  church,  always  faithful  and  willing  in  her 
service  to  the  church.  On  Oct.  7,  1876,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Solomon  Knepper.  To  this  union  three  children  were 
born.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  Feb.  19,  1912;  a 
daughter  and  a  son  also  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived 
by  one  son,  seven  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  in  the  Middle  Creek  church  were  conducted  by 
the  pastor,  Bro.  W.  F.  Berkebile,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  of 
Rummel.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  Lillian 
Bruner,  Rockwood,  Pa. 

Marshall,  Lee  O.,  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Marshall,  was 
born  in  Virginia  on  Aug.  23,  1873,  and  passed  away  at  his  home 
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in  Hooversville  on  Feb.  20,  1941.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Ida  Berkey  Marshall,  two  sons,  one  granddaughter,  two  brothers, 
two  stepbrothers,  two  stepsisters  and  two  half  sisters.  Services 
were  conducted  at  the  home  by  Bro.  Norman  Blough  of  Davids- 
ville. — Blanche   M.   Hershberger,   Hooversville,   Pa. 

Michael,  Susie,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  Nov.  22,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther  Billhimer. 
In  early  childhood  her  parents  pioneered  in  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
and  there  were  charter  members  of  the  Painter  Creek  church. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  united  with  the  church.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children.  There  survive  five  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  San 
Diego  by  Bro.  Charles  Forror,  pastor  of  the  San  Diego  church. — 
Orpha  A.   Dunker,  Yountville,  Calif. 

Palmer,  Daniel,  son  of  James  and  Hanna  Palmer,  was  born  in 
Ellerton,  Md.,  Nov.  15,  1864,  and  died  Feb.  21,  1941,  at  Dayton, 
Ohio.  On  May  30,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Hill;  to  this 
union  were  born  four  children.  He  united  with  the  West  Day- 
ton Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1890.  His  wife  died  April  13,  1918. 
His  second  marriage  was  to  Mary  Esabelle  Orth.  who  survives. 
When  the  West  Dayton  church  was  built  in  1889  he  helped  to  lay 
the  foundation  and  to  do  the  construction  work.  Thus  for  nearly 
fifty-two  years  he  knew  the  work  of  the  church.  Few  will  have 
to  their  credit  a  larger  number  of  visits  to  the  sick  and  infirm. 
Funeral  services  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  were  in  charge  of  the  under- 
signed, and  burial  was  in  the  Castine  cemetery. — J.  Perry 
Prather,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Phillabaum,  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Peter  T.  and  Margaret 
Coblentz,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  June  10,  1864, 
and  died  Feb.  1,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Noah 
Lehman  on  Oct.  23,  1892.  To  this  union  were  born  a  daughter, 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son.  Her  husband  died  May  16,  1907. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Andrew  Phillabaum,  July  3,  1909. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lower  Miami  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  lived  in  that  congregation  for  many  years.  A  few  years 
ago  she  moved  into  the  Bear  Creek  community.  She  leaves  her 
husband,  son,  one  sister,  one  brother  and  three  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Bear  Creek  church  with  Bro. 
Parker  M.  Filbrun  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Lower 
Miami  cemetery  .—Olive  Stoner,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Ressler,  Adie  H.,  was  born  near  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  Jan.  15, 
1868.  After  an  emergency  operation  in  the  hospital  in  Waynes- 
boro, following  a  few  days'  illness,  he  passed  away  on  March  21, 
1941.  He  was  the  son  of  John  W.  and  Susan  C.  Shaw  Ressler. 
His  early  life  was  spent  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  where  he  attended 
public  school  and  Juniata  College.  When  fourteen  years  of  age 
he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Huntingdon,  being 
baptized  by  Eld.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh.  On  April  6,  1910,  in  the 
First  church,  Philadelphia,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon, 
which  office  he  filled  very  efficiently.  In  1922  he  came  to 
Waynesboro,  where  he  served  as  church  chorister  for  many 
years,  as  he  had  done  previously  in  the  Philadelphia  and  Hunt- 
ingdon churches.  He  was  genial,  kindly  and  helpful.  His 
serenity  and  courage  during  his  wife's  long  period  of  critical 
illness  were  evidence  of  his  abiding  faith.  On  Nov.  29,  1906,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Sister  Gertrude  Hess  of  Waynesboro, 
who  survives,  together  with  his  sister  and  his  brother.  Services 
were  held  in  the  Grove  funeral  home  by  his  pastor,  Eld.  Levi 
K.  Ziegler,  and  his  intimate  friend,  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Hunting- 
don. Interment  was  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery. — Sudie  M. 
Wingert,   Waynesboro,   Pa. 

Sims,  Lora  Dell,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Wesley 
Van  Dyke,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1910,  at  Carrizozo,  N.  Mex.,  and 
died  Feb.  20,  1941.  By  the  time  she  had  reached  the  age  of  two 
and  a  half  years  her  parents  had  passed  on  to  their  reward.  In 
1914  she  came  to  Nocona  to  make  her  home  with  her  uncle  and 
aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  App  Molsbee.  At  the  age  of  nine  years  she 
was  baptized.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  David  Simms  on 
March  3,  1940,  and  to  this  union  one  child  was  born.  Her  foster 
mother  preceded  her  in  death  by  about  seven  years.  She  was 
a  devout  Christian  who  will  long  be  remembered  in  the  com- 
munity. Surviving  are  her  husband  and  infant  son,  her  foster 
father,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Molsbee  chapel  by  Bro.  W.  E.  Peckover.  Interment 
was  in  the  Molsbee  cemetery. — Mrs.  Maggie  Molsbee,  Nocona, 
Texas. 

Slsuffer,  Fannie  Horner,  widow  of  Harvey  F.  Stauffer,  was 
born  Nov.  20,  1853,  and  died  in  Manheim,  Pa.,  Dec.  21,  1940,  at 
the  home  of  her  daugher.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Chiques  church.  She  was  married  three  times.  Her  first  hus- 
band died  from  injuries  received  when  the  structure  of  the  for- 
mer Chiques  church  collapsed.  She  is  survived  by  two  daugh- 
ters, four  stepsons  and  three  stepdaughters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  home  ministers  at  the  Chiques  house. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Fanny  Zug 
Shearer,   Manheim,    Pa. 

Waller,  Lewis  W.,  son  of  George  and  Susan  Walter,  was  born 
at  Queen,  Pa.,  Nov.  1,  1868,  and  died  Feb.  13,  1941,  as  the  result 
of  a  heart  attack.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Mentzer  on  Sept.  20,  1890,  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  and  had 
resided  there  since.  His  wife  died  April  4,  1933,  and  a  son  died 
at  Camp  Lee,  Va.,  on  Sept.  30,  1918.  He  is  survived  by  three  sons, 
three  daughters,  four  grandchildren  and  two  brothers.  He  was 
a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were   held    in   the   New   Enterprise   church   by   his   pas- 


tor, Bro.  W.   N.   Staufer.     Interment  was   in  the   cemetery   near 
by. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Whitehead,  Mollie,  was  born  at  Fort  McKinley,  Ohio,  Dec.  2, 
1877,  and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  near  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  on  March  14,  1941.  She  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Susan  Erbaugh.  On  Jan.  30,  1895,  she  was  married  to  Clay- 
ton Whitehead.  For  over  forty  years  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  teaching  in  the  Sunday  school  and  serv- 
ing with  her  husband  in  the  deacon's  office.  ,  She  leaves  her 
husband,  six  children,  nine  grandchildren,  three  brothers  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Bear  Creek 
church  with  Bro.  Parker  M.  Filbrun  officiating,  assisted  by 
Brethren  Galen  B.  Royer  and  George  Hunn.  Interment  was  in 
the  Erstine  cemetery. — Olive  Stoner,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Glendale,  First. — Our  love  feast  services  will  be  held  May  4. 
At  our  last  regular  quarterly  council  meeting  Bro.  H.  A.  Frantz 
was  again  chosen  as  our  pastor  for  a  period  of  three  years.  Pre- 
Easter  evangelistic  work  is  being  carried  on  by  personal  activity 
in  the  community  and  church,  supplemented  by  the  women's 
work  department.  A  special  musical  program  is  being  prepared 
for  Easter  by  Mrs.  Clyde  Creamer,  choir  director.  On  Feb.  2  Bro. 
Wm.  Trostle,  our  assistant  elder,  brought  the  morning  sermon 
on  the  subject,  The  Unrent  Veil  and  the  Rent  Veil.  On  March  2 
the  deputation  team  of  La  Verne  College  gave  a  program  in  the 
morning.  In  the  evening  Bro.  B.  F.  Waas  of  Glendale,  Ariz., 
brought  a  short  message.  Bro.  Waas  was  here  to  officiate  the 
previous  evening  at  the  marriage  ceremony  of  one  of  our  young 
people,  Altonetta  Waas,  his  niece.  On  March  2  we  enjoyed  the 
cantata  given  by  the  Calvary  choir  of  Los  Angeles.  Our  pastor, 
who  was  ill  in  the  hospital  for  several  weeks,  is  now  at  home 
convalescing  and  gradually  taking  up  his  work. — Mrs.  Lulu  Ter- 
ford,   Glendale,  Calif.,  April   1. 

Pasadena. — The  evening  services  for  Jan.  12  were  dismissed 
in  favor  of  the  regional  conference,  which  was  in  session  at 
La  Verne.  On  Jan.  19  the  school  of  friendship  began.  The 
children's  classes  continued  their  study  during  the  church  hour 
in  the  morning,  and  the  young  people  and  adults  had  their 
lesson  at  6:30  in  the  evening.  The  children  studied  the  migrants 
and  the  young  people  and  adults  China.  Never  was  the  mission 
study  entered  into  with  more  interest  and  enthusiasm  than  this 
year.  The  children  were  enchanted  with  the  stories,  and  made 
and  gave  many  useful  gifts  for  their  underprivileged  friends. 
The  pastor  led  the  young  people  in  their  study  of  China,  and 
Bro.  David  Brower  led  the  adults.  Besides  these,  the  following 
addresses  were  given  and  pictures  shown:  Jan.  28,  moving  pic- 
tures of  migrants;  Feb.  2,  lecture  on  China  by  Miss  Lee,  director 
of  physical  education  for  girls  in  Shanghai,  China;  Feb.  9,  a 
lecture  and  pictures  of  mission  work  among  the  migrants  by 
C.  H.  Charlton  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union;  Feb.  16, 
a  report  of  our  own  mission  work  at  San  Diego,  Calif.,  by  Bro. 
Charles  Forror,  their  pastor.  On  Feb.  23  the  school  closed  with 
a  dramatization,  China,  directed  by  Mrs.  Marguerite  Gilbert. 
These  programs  were  arranged  for  and  sponsored  by  the  mis- 
sionary committee  of  the  church,  Mrs.  Ida  Gibbel,  chairman,  E. 
A.  Calvert  and  Walter  P.  Gilbert,  co-deans.  On  Feb.  6  the 
ladies'  aid  entertained  the  women  of  the  district  council  at  a 
noon  luncheon,  after  which  the  guests  presented  an  exceed- 
ingly helpful  program.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  21  the  congre- 
gation observed  family  night  with  lunch  at  the  church  bunga- 
low, followed  by  the  quarterly  business  meeting.  Though  the 
rain  poured,  eighty  or  more  enjoyed  the  fellowship  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  business  session.  A  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  in  the  church  bungalow  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  28.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  March  Bro.  J.  S.  Zimmerman  of  La  Verne  led 
the  adult  Christian  Workers  in  a  much-appreciated  study  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Preaching  service  for  the  evening  of  March 
16  was  recalled  in  favor  of  the  National  Christian  Mission  held 
in  one  of  the  large  churches  of  the  city.  This  mission  continued 
for  three  days.  The  church  is  planning  for  a  Pasadena  Day, 
June  29,  the  Sunday  following  the  Annual  Conference  at  La 
Verne.  All  friends  still  in  the  vicinity  are  cordially  invited  to 
participate  in  the  worship  and  Christian  fellowship  of  the  day. 
The  time  set  for  the  spring  communion  service  is  6:30  P.  M., 
April   27. — Maud   Newcomer,   Pasadena,    Calif.,   March   28. 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington  City. — Dr.  Garry  Cleveland  Myers,  editor-in-chief 
of  the  magazine,  Children's  Activities,  and  Mrs.  Myers  con- 
ducted an  institute  in  our  church  Jan.  4-6.  Sponsored  by  the 
southeast  inter-church  council,  the  program  was  given  with  a 
view  to  helping  parents  solve  the  problems  of  child  training,  and 
it  proved  to  be  most  helpful.  Dr.  Myers  filled  our  pulpit  on 
Sunday  morning  and  evening,  and  Mrs.  Myers  addressed  the 
combined  group  on  the  subject,  Choosing  a  Life  Mate.  On  Jan.  5 
a  tea  was  served  by  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  to  the  young  people  of  the 
churches  of  southeast  Washington.  On  Jan.  7  and  8  a  school 
of  religion  was  conducted  in  our  church.  On  Jan.  12  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  rendered  a  hymn  appreciation  program;  on  the  same  date 
our  pastor  began  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  beatitudes.  Our 
Boy  Scouts  held  their  tenth  anniversary  banquet  at  the  church 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— April  19,  1941 


27 


Jan.  17.  This  organization,  known  as  Troop  18,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Bro.  Snowden  Londberger,  chief  scoutmaster,  has  de- 
veloped into  one  of  the  most  outstanding  troops  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Our  Sunday-school  library  is  attracting  consid- 
erable attention,  because  of  the  many  new  books  which  have 
recently  been  added  to  the  collection.  These  include:  The  Chil- 
dren and  the  Church,  Psychology  for  Christian  Teachers,  Edu- 
cational Work  of  the  Church.  Contributions  from  the  adult 
classes  made  these  additions  possible.  On  Jan.  19  our  church 
was  favored  with  a  lantern  slide  lecture  by  Bro.  Chas.  E.  Res- 
ser  on  The  Land  Our  Savior  Trod.  An  illustrated  lecture  was 
also  given  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  The  Life  of  Christ  in  Master- 
pieces of  Art.  The  orchestra  which  was  recently  organized  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  Paul  Garrett  is  greatly  appreciated. 
The  well-equipped  nursery  installed  in  the  church  is  proving  to 
be  a  valuable  asset,  as  the  mothers  can  now  enjoy  the  services 
while  their  babies  are  in  the  care  of  efficient  trained  nurses. 
The  preaching  mission  which  was  held  in  our  city  Feb.  2-9  with 
E.  Stanley  Jones  as  the  outstanding  speaker  was  very  helpful 
to  our  people.  On  Feb.  6  at  the  women's  council  luncheon  Sis- 
ter Eliza  B.  Miller,  returned  missionary  from  India,  was  the 
guest  speaker  and  a  missionary  offering  was  received.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  amounted  to  $190.  On  Feb.  19  the  annual 
banquet  of  the  Goodwill  and  Friendship  classes  was  held  at  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  with  approximately  one  hundred  present.  On  Feb. 
23  we  enjoyed  the  unusual  treat  of  having  our  former  pastor, 
Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  deliver  the  morning  sermon.  Delegates 
to  district  meeting  are  Brethren  Warren  D.  Bowman,  J.  S.  Noff- 
singer,  J.  H.  Hollinger,  W.  O.  Grapes,  Arthur  Pursell  and  Sister 
Agnes  Cook.  Pastor  Warren  D.  Bowman  is  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  On  March  18  the  annual  B.  Y.  P.  D.  social 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Elder  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hollinger.  Our 
pastor  is  preaching  strong  evangelistic  sermons  each  Sunday 
night  and  will  climax  these  services  on  Easter  Sunday.  We 
have  splendid  attendance  at  our  services.  We  have  recently  in- 
stalled an  amplifier  system  in  our  church  with  a  view  to  taking 
care  of  those  who  cannot  be  accommodated  in  the  main  audi- 
torium. Our  people  are  attending  the  Lenten  services  being 
held  at  the  Penn  theater  each  weekday  until  Easter.  Our  pas- 
tor is  participating  in  these  services  along  with  other  ministers 
of  the  city.  This  fine  co-operative  spirit  brings  the  Protestant 
churches  closer  together. — Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Hollinger,  Washington, 
D.   C,  March  31. 

Florida 

Arcadia. — Quite  a  few  Brethren  from  other  states  have  been 
with  us  this  winter.  Among  these  were  Brother  and  Sister  Wil- 
liam Zobler  from  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Sister  Ritiza  Ebersole  and 
Mrs.  Anna  Trayer  from  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  and  Brother  and 
Sister  George  H.  Brallier  from  Curlew,  Iowa.  Bro.  Zobler  gave 
the  morning  message,  Bro.  Brallier  the  evening  message.  Bro. 
Walter  Kahle  gave  an  interesting  message  in  February.  We  are 
glad  to  have  so  many  of  our  Brethren  with  us.  Bro.  George 
A.  McDaniel  gave  a  series  of  sermons  at  the  Sunday  evening 
services  on:  faith,  repentance,  confession,  baptism,  love,  feet 
washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  communion,  nonresistance  and 
temperance.  These  services  were  well  attended  by  the  young 
people.  We  plan  to  have  the  Sunday-school  convention  May  4, 
1941. — Mrs.   George   W.    Summeralls,    Arcadia,    Fla.,    March   30. 

Okeechobee. — At  our  last  council  meeting  Brethren  Harle  Wil- 
liams and  Robert  La  Martin  were  licensed  to  the  ministry.  The 
church  has  enjoyed  visits  of  several  brethren  from  the  North: 
Bro.  Zobler  and  wife  from  Pennsylvania;  Brother  and  Sister 
George  Brallier  from  Iowa;  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Ohio.  Bro.  Orion 
Erbaugh  and  family  from  Ohio  conducted  a  two  weeks'  series  of 
meetings  from  Jan.  26  to  Feb.  9.  Bro.  W.  M.  Kahle,  wife  and 
daughter  from  Virginia  were  here  for  a  few  days.  Bro.  Kahle's 
fine  stewardship  program  was  greatly  appreciated.  Sister  Ida 
Shumaker  talked  to  the  women's  aid  society  in  the  afternoon  and 
to  the  church  on  the  evening  of  March  5.  The  aid  society  re- 
cently purchased  service  for  two  additional  communion  tables. 
Other  new  equipment  includes  an  electric  stove,  a  heating  sys- 
tem and  a  new  piano.  New  members  are  constantly  being  added 
to  our  number.  Three  were  baptized  last  Sunday.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  April  16,  following  a  week  of  pre-Easter  meet- 
ings.— Mrs.    H.   L.   Briscoe,   Okeechobee,   Fla.,   March   26. 

Illinois 
Franklin  Grove. — The  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  sub- 
scription list  was  completed  by  the  men's  work.  The  school  of 
missions  was  carried  on  through  January  with  Mrs.  O.  D.  Buck 
as  dean.  We  studied  the  interesting  book,  Stand  By  for  China. 
Our  annual  birthday  supper  held  on  Feb.  12  was  well  attended. 
The  offering  received  was  for  missions.  We  are  using  the  cups 
for  relief  offerings,  bringing  to  the  church  the  last  Sunday  of 
each  month  the  amounts  collected.  From  March  28  to  30  our 
church  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill's  leadership 
in  a  music  revival  of  seven  sessions.  With  Bro.  Brightbill  were 
Brother  and  Sister  Garner  from  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
Bro.  William  Beery.  Bro.  Beery's  contributions  were  greatly  ap- 
preciated. The  Garners  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  morning 
service  which  was  a  song  sermon  based  on  John  3 :  16.  We  have 
a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  hymns  and  of  the  value  of  music  in 
worship  because  we  had  this  institute.  Our  church  has  co-oper- 
ated with  the  other  churches  in  town  for  three  Wednesday 
evening  Lenten  services.  Our  communion  service  will  be  held 
April  10.— Nina  Pfoutz,  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  April  2. 


Indiana 
Blue  River. — A  number  of  our  members  attended  the  special 
district  meeting  held  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  18.  In  the  follow- 
ing week  a  members'  meeting  was  held  to  explain  and  plan  for 
our  quota  to  be  raised  for  financing  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  Our  quota  was  promptly  met.  On  Jan.  26  the  North- 
ern Indiana  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  was  in  charge  of  our  Sunday 
evening  services.  On  Jan.  30  Bro.  John  Metzler  gave  an  illus- 
trated lecture  on  the  churches  of  Northern  Indiana.  On  Feb.  7 
the  Blue  River  Conservation  club  enjoyed  its  annual  fish  fry. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  attended  the  spring  rally  held  at  the  Cedar  Lake 
church,  Feb.  23.  The  theme  of  the  program  was  The  Founda- 
tion of  the  Nation — the  Home.  The  district  men's  mass  meeting 
was  held  at  our  church  March  23,  with  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney, 
Lagro  camp  director,  and  Bro.  Joseph  E.  Whitacre,  pastor  of 
the  Pine  Creek  church,  speakers  in  the  afternoon  and  evening. 
Supper  was  served  by  the  ladies'  aid.  On  Sunday  morning  our 
guests  were  Bro.  A.  F.  Morris,  who  taught  our  adult  Sunday- 
school  class,  and  Bro.  John  Metzler,  who  gave  us  a  sermon  on 
Leadership  in  These  Times.  The  aid  keeps  busy  quilting.  It 
has  two  packets  almost  ready  for  the  boys  who  go  to  camp,  and 
has  bought  blinds  for  the  church  and  one  Venetian  blind  for 
Bethany  Hospital.  The  date  of  our  spring  communion  is  May  8. 
— Alice  E.  Frank,  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  March  29. 

Center. — Recently  Bro.  John  Metzler  of  Bourbon  gave  us  two 
evening  services,  showing  pictures  of  the  churches  of  Northern 
Indiana,  as  well  as  slides  of  other  places  of  interest  over  the 
brotherhood.  Bro.  Ben  R.  Cross,  of  La  Porte,  is  now  completing 
his  fifth  year  as  our  pastor.  His  work  is  more  effective  and 
more  appreciated  as  he  continues  to  serve.  We  take  a  special 
offering  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  to  meet  the  conscientious 
objector  service  fund  and  are  going  over  the  top.  Our  Sunday- 
school  attendance  is  slightly  above  that  of  last  year;  attendance 
at  evening  services  was  somewhat  irregular  through  the  winter 
months.  For  the  first  time  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  Mes- 
senger into  all  the  homes  of  the  congregation.  We  are  planning 
on  several  special  services  during  the  coming  months  to  increase 
the  interest  of  our  little  flock.  Interest  in  general  is  good. — 
O.  D.  Harbaugh,  Plymouth,  Ind.,  March  31. 

North  Webster. — On  March  23  the  young  people's  Fidelis  class 
surprised  their  teacher,  Mrs.  Jones,  with  a  potluck  dinner  and 
birthday  gifts.  The  ladies'  aid  society  has  spent  the  winter 
knotting  comforters  and  quilting.  On  March  29  the  aid  held  a 
bake  sale  at  a  store  at  Warsaw.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  Northern 
Indiana,  Section  5,  held  its  spring  conference  at  our  church  on 
the  afternoon  and  evening  of  March  30.  Representative  churches 
assumed  responsibility  for  the  various  phases  of  the  program, 
which  included  worship,  addresses,  a  banquet,  recreation,  a  play, 
The  Terrible  Meek,  and  a  candlelighting  service.  The  pre-Easter 
community  services  will  be  held  at  the  Methodist  church,  con- 
tinuing through  the  week  of  April  6-13,  with  a  different  speaker 
each  evening. — Mabel  Morehead,  Leesburg,  Ind.,  March  31. 

Walnut. — At  our  council  meeting  held  on  March  14  two  dea- 
cons were  elected,  Brethren  Ernest  Fanning  and  Russell  Rohrer. 
An  installation  service  was  held  the  following  Sunday  morning. 
There  will  be  a  pre-Easter  service  at  the  church  each  evening 
during  Holy  Week,  a  different  class  to  have  charge  of  the  de- 
votions each  evening.  The  communion  service  will  be  held  on 
April  15.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  meeting  every  two  weeks  with 
a  good  attendance.  The  picture,  Not  One  to  Spare,  was  pre- 
sented recently  on  a  Sunday  evening.  On  another  Sunday  eve- 
ning Bro.  John  Metzler  was  here  to  show  stereopticon  slides  of 
the  work  of  the  church.  Sister  Clara  Fanning  has  been  ap- 
pointed treasurer  of  the  money  obtained  for  peace  work.  A 
temperance  program  will  be  presented  by  the  ladies'  aid  on 
March  30. — Mrs.  Ernest  Mowiser,  Tippecanoe,  Ind.,  March  28. 

Kansas 
Conway  Springs. — Pastor  Paul  Thompson  had  charge  of  the 
funeral  of  Mrs.  H.  M.  Gregory  on  Jan.  13  at  the  Methodist  church. 
Dr.  Lindsay,  formerly  of  Conway  Springs,  was  buried  at  Viola, 
Kans.,  Jan.  12.  On  Jan.  19  we  had  a  basket  dinner  at  the  church 
in  recognition  of  our  pastor's  birthday.  On  Jan.  24  the  Willing 
Workers'  class  had  a  doughnut  sale,  handling  eighty  dozen 
doughnuts  and  collecting  over  $16.  On  Feb.  2  we  raised  the 
Crumpacker  support  offering  in  full.  We  are  now  using  church 
bulletins.  On  Feb.  9  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher  of  McPherson,  Kans., 
was  here  for  a  local  Sunday-school  meeting  following  a  basket 
dinner.  The  World  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  at  the  Presby- 
terian church  on  Feb.  28.  Some  of  our  members  attended  the 
regional  conference  at  McPherson,  Kans.  On  March  9  a  large 
audience  saw  a  four-reel  motion  picture  of  the  mission  work  in 
Africa.  The  offering  received  on  this  occasion  will  be  used  for 
peace  and  relief  work.  The  Sunday-school  rally  of  the  north- 
west district  of  Sumner  County  was  held  at  the  Methodist  church 
on  March  17  with  a  covered  dish  supper.  The  attendance  was 
good  and  there  were  able  speakers  and  teachers  from  the  county. 
Peace  and  relief  offerings  are  being  taken  on  the  last  Sunday  of 
the  month.  About  $20  has  been  raised  so  far.  On  March  28  we 
had  our  business  meeting  with  Bro.  James  H.  Elrod  of  Wichita 
in  charge.  Our  pastor  is  to  stay  with  us  another  year  beginning 
Sept.  1,  1941.  The  date  for  our  love  feast  is  April  13.  We  appre- 
ciate the  new  curtains  in  the  annex,  placed  there  by  the  Will- 
ing Workers'  class.  We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  next 
fall.— Amos  O.  Brubaker,  Conway  Springs,   Kans.,   April  2. 
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Kansas  City,  First  Central. — At  the  business  meeting  in  Feb- 
ruary the  church  voted  to  retain  our  pastor,  Bro.  Hylton  Harman, 
and  wife  for  another  year,  the  year  beginning  in  September. 
We  had  as  guest  speaker  in  February  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock  of 
Plartsburg,  Mo.  The  young  married  people's  Sunday-school 
class  has  been  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  funds  for  the  Breth- 
ren Service  camps.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting  is  now  being 
sponsored  by  the  various  organizations  of  the  church  with  in- 
creasing interest  and  attendance.  Our  women's  work  has  spon- 
sored several  penny  suppers  and  rummage  sales  during  the  win- 
ter months.  Our  weekday  church  school  has  been  very  success- 
ful under  the  supervision  of  Mrs.  Edna  Hull,  the  enrollment  be- 
ing 150  children.— Mrs.  Harrison  Freeman,  Turner,  Kans., 
March  29. 

Victor. — Because  of  extremely  stormy  weather,  bad  roads  and 
sickness,  church  attendance  decreased  during  the  winter  months. 
In  the  fall  we  had  an  all-day  service.  Following  the  custom  of 
years  ago,  there  were  Sunday  school,  special  talks  for  the  chil- 
dren, dinner  and  fellowship  at  the  noon  hour,  afternoon  services, 
and  communion  in  the  evening.  The  profits  from  the  annual 
birthday  oyster  supper  (nearly  $34)  were  sent  to  Elgin  to  be  used 
for  missions.  Bro.  Price  Winder  has  been  confined  to  his  home 
during  the  winter  because  of  illness.  The  men's  work  sponsored 
a  day  of  work  for  him  in  the  fall,  and  the  ladies'  aid  served  them 
dinner  at  the  church.  Sister  Grover  Bradshaw's  father,  Joseph 
Moye,  passed  away  in  January.  Recently  we  held  our  December 
and  March  councils  on  the  same  date.  Pastor  F.  A.  Wagner  was 
re-elected  elder  and  the  Christian  Workers  officers  were  unani- 
mously re-elected.  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  will  be 
with  us  May  18  for  a  revival.  We  are  planning  for  a  spring  love 
feast.  We  are  planning  for  an  Easter  breakfast  at  the  church, 
and  the  children  will  give  an  Easter  program  during  the  morn- 
ing service.  The  customary  union  meeting  at  Covert  High  School 
on  Sunday  evening  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Girl  Reserves.  Many 
from  our  church  plan  to  attend  the  district  young  people's  con- 
ference to  be  held  at  Portis,  April  4-6.  Brother  and  Sister  F.  A. 
Wagner  will  represent  this  district  at  our  Annual  Conference  in 
June.  The  district  conference  will  be  held  at  Victor  this  fall. 
The  ladies'  aid  will  meet  at  the  church  for  an  all-day  quilting  on 
March  27. — Jessie  O.  Merkey,  Covert,  Kans.,  March  26. 

Maryland 

Beaver  Creek. — After  an  annual  revival,  held  in  the  fall  by 
Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Brownsville  church,  six  were 
baptized.  The  mothers  and  daughters  have  held  regular  monthly 
meetings  and  quilted  every  week.  In  January  Mrs.  Howard 
Grossnickle  was  elected  president  of  women's  work.  In  Febru- 
ary we  gave  a  missionary  play  entitled  Soup,  Sand  and  Sage- 
brush. We  are  planning  to  give  this  play  in  other  churches. 
The  young  people  have  been  taking  charge  of  the  morning  serv- 
ice every  other  Sunday.  We  have  regular  meetings  every  other 
Sunday  night.  We  plan  to  give  our  Easter  play  in  neighboring 
churches.  At  the  spring  council  held  on  March  22  at  the  Beaver 
Creek  house  Cora  Foltz  and  William  Harshman  were  elected 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  Bro.  D.  Victor  and  wife  were 
granted  letters  of  membership  to  the  Manor  congregation.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  17.  We  decided  not  to  send  a  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Meeting. — Carrie  Moser,  Boonsboro,  Md., 
March  28. 

Michigan 

Fairview. — For  the  second  school  year  our  pastor  is  teaching 
religion  in  the  Metamora  high  school  on  Friday  of  each  week. 
Bro.  Samuel  Bollinger  of  Vestaburg,  Mich.,  spoke  to  us  on  Feb.  2. 
The  student  volunteer  group  from  Manchester  College  gave 
a  play  and  music  on  Sunday  morning;  a  basket  dinner  was 
served  at  noon. — Ada  Leininger,  Jasper,  Mich.,  March  31. 

Montana 

Whilefish. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  March  10  to 
arrange  the  work  for  the  coming  year  and  to  elect  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  in  Nampa,  Idaho,  in  May. 
Bro.  R.  E.  Cripe  and  Sister  A.  P.  Becker  are  the  delegates.  On 
March  20  we  enjoyed  a  get-together  meeting.  On  the  evening 
of  March  23  Bro.  Becker  preached  at  the  Methodist  church  and 
Rev.  Wilcox  preached  at  our  church.  We  plan  to  have  union 
services  at  the  different  churches  during  Holy  Week.  Our  Sun- 
day school  and  preaching  services  are  well  attended. — Lewis 
Fry,  Whitefish,   Mont.,  March  29. 

North  Carolina 

Spray. — Despite  much  sickness  during  the  winter  months,  at- 
tendance at  church  services  was  gratifying.  When  our  pastor, 
Bro.  H.  W.  Peters,  was  ill  one  Sunday  our  services  continued 
under  the  direction  of  another.  Recently  a  number  of  the  chil- 
dren's leaders  of  the  district  met  with  us.  We  have  an  active 
missionary  circle;  small  groups  work  in  various  areas  and  joint 
meetings  are  held  once  a  month.  We  are  glad  to  report  co-op- 
eration from  our  group  on  relief  and  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  Special  services  will  be  held  four  days  preceding 
Easter  and  on  Easter  Sunday  by  Bro.  Raymon  Eller  of  Bassetts, 
Va.  We  plan  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  to  begin  soon  after 
the  closing  of  the  public  schools.  Our  finance  board  is  active 
in  its  important  task. — Mrs.  Sam  B.  Thomas,  Leakesville,  N.  C, 
March  26. 


Ohio 

Bear  Creek. — At  our  council  on  March  5  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer 
was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  with  Bro.  Parker  M. 
Filbrun  alternate.  Delegates  to  our  district  conference  are  Anna 
Filbrun,  Charles  Erbaugh  and  Arden  Denlinger.  During  the 
month  of  March  our  Sunday  morning  sermons  were  planned  to 
prepare  us  for  the  Easter  season.  The  following  ministers  filled 
the  pulpit  during  that  time:  March  2,  Rev.  Havermale,  secretary 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  United  Brethren  Church; 
March  9,  Bro.  J.  C.  Flora;  March  16  and  23,  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank; 
March  30,  Bro.  Galen  Royer.  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  director  of 
Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service,  will  be  the  speaker  at  our 
pre-Easter  meetings,  April  6-13.  Twenty-six  of  our  teachers  and 
workers  attended  the  leadership  training  school  held  at  Trot- 
wood  during  February.  On  Sunday  evening,  March  23,  the 
adults  closed  a  six-week  study  of  Uprooted  Americans  with  Anna 
Filbrun  as  teacher.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  studied  God's  Will  Be  Done 
in  the  Community,  with  Galen  B.  Royer  as  leader.  The  teacher 
for  the  juniors  was  Eunice  Royer. — Olive  Stoner,  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  March  27. 

Beech  Grove. — On  the  evening  of  Feb.  23  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Kinsey 
of  the  Friends  church  near  Richmond,  Ind.,  gave  us  an  interest- 
ing program  of  evangelistic  singing.  Purchased  by  the  women's 
work,  new  Brethren  Hymnals  were  presented  to  the  church  at 
a  special  service  on  Sunday  morning,  March  9.  There  were  fif- 
teen ladies  present  at  the  women's  meeting  at  Salem,  Ohio.  Bro. 
Andy  Petry  is  our  promotional  secretary  for  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice projects.  On  March  30  our  Brethren  Service  financial  pro- 
gram had  reached  one  dollar  per  member.  During  Holy  Week 
we  are  having  special  services  each  night  from  Monday  to  Thurs- 
day evening.  On  Sunday  evening,  April  13,  we  will  have  a  home 
communion  service.  Our  church  is  co-operating  with  other 
churches  of  the  community  in  a  sunrise  service  on  Easter  morn- 
ing at  the  Hollansburg  Christian  church. — Mrs.  Chas.  Baker,  New 
Madison,   Ohio,  April  7. 

Castine. — At  our  regular  council  on  March  19  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Glenn  Rust,  was  re-elected  for  another  year.  Our  delegates  to 
district  meeting  are  Bro.  Christian  Crawford  and  Bro.  Walter 
Petry.  We  plan  to  join  with  Prices  Creek  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school  to  be  held  at  Prices  Creek.  Our  revival  meetings  will 
start  Aug.  3,  with  Bro.  Theo.  R.  Eley,  pastor  of  the  Harris  Creek 
church,  as  our  evangelist.  On  Jan.  20  our  pastor  with  several 
other  members  attended  a  special  district  peace  meeting  at  West 
Milton.  In  February  we  raised  our  fifty  cents  per  member  for 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  ladies'  aid  is  very  active, 
meeting  each  week.  The  men  are  also  organized.  They  gave  a 
program  for  the  members  of  the  Brethren  Home  at  Greenville, 
Ohio,  on  March  23.  The  young  people  are  busy  working  toward 
their  goal  for  support  of  the  $4,000  project  of  Southern  Ohio.  We 
are  happy  to  report  a  good  attendance  at  all  services. — Mary 
Esther  Fasnacht,  Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Greenville. — Late  in  January  the  women's  work  of  our  church 
was  fully  organized.  Sister  G.  L.  Wine  was  chosen  president. 
We  sent  delegates  to  the  women's  work  meeting  at  Salem  on 
Feb.  22,  and  were  represented  by  a  delegate  at  the  Bible  read- 
ing society  and  at  the  missionary  division.  The  Mary  and 
Martha  society  has  been  chosen  as  the  name  of  our  missionary 
society,  and  we  meet  the  last  Monday  night  of  each  month  to 
study  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China.  Our  finance  board  is  rais- 
ing money  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  young 
people  financed  the  planting  of  new  shrubbery  around  the  front 
of  the  church.  On  Sunday  evening  from  5:15  to  7:15  a  group  of 
young  people  above  high  school  age,  with  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine  as 
their  teacher,  are  studying  The  Manhood  of  the  Master.  We 
will  again  have  pre-Easter  services  April  7-9,  concluding  with 
our  love  feast  on  Thursday,  April  10.  Our  choir  will  render  a 
cantata  on  Easter  Sunday  night. — Marlene  Wandle,  Greenville, 
Ohio,  March  24. 

Lima. — At  our  recent  quarterly  council  delegates  elected  to 
district  meeting  were  Brethren  D.  S.  Early  and  Gilbert  Clum. 
Harold  Dodge  was  appointed  promotional  secretary  for  Civilian 
Public  Service.  On  Feb.  10  our  father  and  son  banquet  was  well 
attended.  Judge  Smith  was  the  guest  speaker  and  Floyd  Over- 
holser  was  toastmaster.  Under  the  direction  of  Pastor  Charles 
E.  Zunkel  two  of  our  adult  Sunday-school  classes  are  conducting 
helpful  and  interesting  discussions  on  Problems  of  the  Home. 
In  February  the  adult  classes  contributed  over  twenty  dollars 
with  which  the  women  purchased  materials  and  made  garments 
to  ship  to  war-torn  areas.  Attendance  and  interest  are  steadily 
increasing  in  the  weekly  cottage  prayer  meetings.  The  studies 
are  on  the  Life  and  Message  of  Jesus,  under  the  leadership  of 
our  pastor.  During  the  past  winter  our  young  people  organized 
under  the  presidency  of  Howard  Ritchie.  Our  tax  stamps  saved 
over  a  period  of  fourteen  months  netted  our  women's  organiza- 
tion $71.59.  Under  the  direction  of  Professor  Sims  the  choir  is 
preparing  an  Easter  cantata,  Holy  City.  Our  spring  communion 
will  be  held  April  10.  We  will  observe  Holy  Week  with  special 
services  each  evening  and  have  sunrise  services  on  Easter  morn- 
ing.— Ellen  Vore,   Lima,   Ohio,  March  21. 

Marion. — In  our  fall  council  meeting  we  decided  to  start  our 
church  year  Oct.  1  instead  of  Jan.  1.  Fremont  Miller  is  our 
Sunday-school  superintendent  and  Bro.  J.  J.  Anglemyer  of  Wil- 
liamstown  is  our  elder.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler,  held 
evangelistic  meetings  from  Nov.  3  to  Nov.  17,  with  ten  additions 
to  the  church.     Our  trustees,  with  the  help  of  others,  have  been 
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remodeling  parts  of  the  church  building  to  meet  the  needs  of 
growth.  Our  pastor  and  wife  were  delegates  to  our  district 
meeting  held  at  Fostoria  March  18-20  and  presented  an  invita- 
tion from  the  Marion  church  to  the  district  meeting  of  North- 
western Ohio  for  1942;  the  invitation  was  accepted.  Our  de- 
partments are  all  active  with  good  leaders.  Our  aid  society  is 
planning  a  rummage  sale,  and  the  Gleaners  class  a  penny  supper 
for  April.  Our  church  is  co-operating  in  a  union  evangelistic 
meeting  in  our  city  for  two  weeks.  We  had  with  us  the  Doctors 
Cottrell  from  India  for  the  morning  service  on  March  23.  We 
commend  our  pastor  for  his  good  work  and  alert  interest  in  all 
the  service  of  the  church. — Mrs.  Lowell  Messenger,  Marion, 
Ohio,  March  24. 

Middletown. — Our  Sunday-school  attendance  was  reduced  in 
recent  months  because  of  the  flu  and  other  sickness,  but  is  now 
beginning  to  get  back  to  normal.  One  has  been  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Walter  Hawke  recently  showed  two 
interesting  Bible  pictures.  Instead  of  having  our  Missiongrams 
of  February  read,  they  were  presented  in  a  unique  way.  Each 
note  from  our  many  missionaries  was  presented  in  conversation 
by  a  family  group;  devotionals  were  led  by  Herman  Lawrence. 
On  March  16  Bro.  Parker  Filbrun  showed  pictures  of  his  trav- 
els. On  March  23  a  play,  If  These  Stones  Would  Cry  Out,  was 
presented  to  a  fine  audience;  the  Lentz  family  of  the  Eversole 
church  furnished  special  music.  From  April  6  to  13  pre-Easter 
services  will  be  conducted  by  Pastor  C.  W.  Warstler.  Special 
children's  services  will  be  held  on  Easter  morning.  This  will 
also  be  decision  day.  An  evening  program  will  be  given  by  the 
older  group. — Margie  B.  Young,  Middletown,  Ohio,  March  24. 

Piisburg. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  March  13  Brethren 
Walter  Swinger  and  William  Royer  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  district  conference  to  be  held  in  the  New  Carlisle  church. 
Verl  L.  Wright  is  president  of  our  men's  work  organization.  A 
committee  has  been  chosen  to  care  for  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice work  for  our  church.  To  date  $250.48  has  been  raised  by 
offerings,  whiph  amounts  to  about  two  thirds  of  our  quota. 
Our  refugee  offerings  have  amounted  to  $9.02.  The  Achieve- 
ment Offering  was  $35.78.  Some  contributed  to  the  offerings  for 
missions  at  the  all-day  missionary  meeting  held  here  Feb.  2. 
Contributions  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  fund  were  $53.50.  Plans 
were  made  for  our  church  paper  to  be  received  in  each  home  of 
our  local  congregation.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  week  of  pre- 
Easter  services,  with  Bro.  F.  C.  Hollingshead,  pastor  of  the  Oak- 
land church,  as  guest  speaker.  Some  time  during  the  fall  months 
Bro.  Eldon  M.  Petry  of  North  Canton,  Ohio,  will  be  with  us  for 
our  revival  meeting  for  the  year  1941.  A  delegation  from  our 
congregation  attended  the  revival  in  the  neighboring  church  at 
Painter  Creek,  where  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry,  a  former  pastor  of  our 
church,  was  serving  as  evangelist.  There  was  an  attendance  of 
twenty-one  women  at  our  women's  work  meeting  held  in  the 
Salem  church  Feb.  22,  and  an  equal  attendance  of  men  at  the 
men's  meeting  held  the  same  day. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Eikenberry,  Ar- 
canum,   Ohio,   March   21. 

Pleasant  Valley. — At  the  council  meeting  on  March  3  two  let- 
ters were  granted.  Delegates  to  district  conference  are  Gerald 
Lenker  and  John  Puterbaugh.  Communion  services  will  be  held 
on  the  evening  of  Good  Friday.  Ethel  Stocksdale  and  Lillie  Mc- 
Kibben  were  elected  to  promote  camp  and  relief  work.  A  spe- 
cial collection  of  fifty  cents  per  member  was  raised  for  this 
cause.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Erbaugh,  is  to  represent  us  at  Annual 
Conference.  We  are  planning  for  another  Bible  school  this  sum- 
mer for  the  children.  The  church  was  greatly  helped  by  our 
revival  meetings  held  by  Bro.  Harley  Coppock.  Our  attendance 
has  been  very  good  during  the  winter  months.  Prayer  meetings 
are  held  each  week  in  the  homes.  The  young  people  have  a  good 
start  on  the  project  for  1941.  Having  reached  our  goal  in  1940, 
we  are  striving  to  give  even  more  this  year.  Fifty  cents  per 
member  was  raised  for  the  camp  work  and  this  will  be  counted 
on  our  project  for  1941.  The  ladies  of  the  church  are  doing 
splendid  work  in  sewing  and  other  helpful  work  in  the  commu- 
nity. The  Gospel  Messenger  was  sent  by  the  Sunday  school  to 
all  members  and  those  interested  in  the  church. — Marie  Caupp, 
Union  City,  Ind.,  April  1. 

Silver  Creek. — At  our  council  on  March  6  we  decided  to  hold 
one  week  of  pre-Easter  services  to  be  conducted  by  our  pastor. 
The  date  for  our  communion  is  April  13.  The  board  of  Chris- 
tian education  is  planning  a  series  of  studies  on  Temperance  and 
on  church  etiquette.  We  will  observe  decision  day  on  March  25. 
We  enjoyed  a  family  night  meeting  in  the  basement  of  the 
church,  our  guest  speaker  being  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  His  message  was  a  challenge  to  the  Christian 
family.  Our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  H.  P.  Garner, 
offered  their  resignation  to  take  effect  next  September.  They 
have  done  efficient  work  in  this  congregation  the  past  four  years. 
On  March  30  our  young  people  acceptably  dramatized  a  stew- 
ardship play.  Our  aid  society  meets  twice  a  month. — Mrs.  Ottie 
Fisher,  Pioneer,  Ohio,  March  31. 

Oklahoma 
Pleasant  Plains. — Brother  and  Sister  Harley  Stump  of  Cordell, 
Okla.,  came  to  our  church  for  evangelistic  services  March  2-15. 
He  preached  seventeen  inspiring  sermons.  Eight  were  received 
by  baptism.  Our  love  feast  was  held  at  the  close  of  the  meetings 
with  forty-nine  present.  Sister  Cecil  Ford  and  Bro.  K.  U.  Thralls 
and  wife  attended  the  regional  conference  at  McPherson,  Kans. 


Our  church  delegates,  Eld.  Sam  Ayres  and  wife,  attended  the 
called  district  meeting  held  in  the  Thomas  church  March  3  in 
regard  to  the  peace  program  of  the  church.  Everette  Tompkins, 
one  of  our  young  men,  was  called  to  camp.  The  church  spon- 
sored a  farewell  social  for  him.  Our  women's  work  sent  a  sack 
of  clothing  for  relief.  We  meet  twice  a  month  at  the  church  to 
quilt.— Mrs.  Tom  Williams,  Carmen,  Okla.,  March  22. 

Pennsylvania 

Chiques. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  Feb.  27  it  was  decided  to 
start  a  Bible  study  class.  The  delegates  to  district  meeting  are 
Brethren  David  Gibble,  Elmer  Zug  and  B.  G.  Stauffer.  On 
March  16  a  very  profitable  Bible  institute  was  held  at  the  Chiques 
house  with  Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  from  Richland  as  our  instructor. 
On  March  23  our  chorus,  with  the  Midway  and  Annville  cho- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

Maryland,  Eastern — Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  April  23. 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern — H  a  t- 
field,  April  30,  May  1. 

Virginia,  Northern — Wake- 
man's  Grove  house,  Pleasant 
View,  April   18,    19. 

Virginia,  Second — Waynesboro, 
April  23-25. 

LOVE    FEASTS 
California 
April  27,  6:30  pm,  Pasadena. 
May  4,  4  pm,  Glendale,  First. 

Illinois 

May  4,  7  pm,  Mt.  Morris. 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

April  26,  7:30  pm,  Brick,  Nettle 

Creek. 
April  27,  Union  Grove. 
May  2,  7  pm,  Roann. 
May   3,   7:30   pm,   Mexico. 
May   8,   Blue   River. 
May  18,  6:30  pm,  Rossville. 
May  24,  Burnettsville. 
May  24,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
May  4,  8  pm.  Cedar  Creek. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

April  30,  English  River. 
May  24,  Fernald. 

Kansas 
May  4,  7  pm,  Belleville. 

Maryland 

April  26,  Long  Meadow. 
April  27,  5  pm,  Woodberry. 
April  27,  6:30  pm,  Sams  Creek. 
May  3,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
May   11,   6:30  pm,   Monocacy. 
May  II,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
May  17,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
May  18,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 
May  25,  Ridgely. 

Ohio 

April  20,  Fort  McKinley. 
April     20,     7:30     pm.     Canton. 
First. 

May  24,  7  pm,  East  Nimishillen. 
May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

Oklahoma 
April  20,  Big  Creek. 


Oregon 

May  3,  Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

April  20,  Fairview. 

April  27,  Dunnings  Creek. 

April  27,  Ligonier. 

April    27,    6:30    pm,    Leamers- 

ville. 
April  27,  7  pm,  Bellwood. 
May  4,  East  Petersburg. 
May  4,  Palmyra. 
May   4,   all-day   meeting,   Moh- 

lers,  Lower  Cumberland. 
May  4,  Smithfield. 
May  4,  6  pm,  Hanover. 
May  4,  6  pm,  York,  First. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Huntsdale. 
May   4,   6:30   pm.   New   Enter- 
prise. 
May   4,    6:30   pm,   Philadelphia, 

First. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Norristown. 
May   4,   7:30   pm,   Pittsburgh. 
May  9,  10,  1:30-  pm,  Annville. 
May  10,  1:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 
May  10,  11,   1:30  pm,  Midway. 
May  11,  Cherry  Lane. 
May  11,  10  am,  Shrewsbury. 
May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 
May  11,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove. 
May  11,  Germantown. 
May  11,  7  pm,  Claysburg. 
May    11,    7    pm,    Pike    church, 

Brotherton. 
May    11,   7   pm.   Snake   Spring 

VaUey. 
May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Conestoga. 

Bareville. 
May  17.  18,  Salunga. 
May    17,    18,    1:30    pm.    Upper 

Conewago,   Mummerts. 
May  18,  4  pm,  Harrisburg. 
May    18,    7   pm,   Madison   Ave- 
nue, York. 
May    18,    7    pm,    Ridge,    Fogel- 

sanger  house. 
May     18,     7     pm,     Westmont, 

Johnstown. 
May  24,  25,  10  am,  Schuylkill. 
May  25,  Codorus. 
May     25,     Lower     Conewago, 

Bermudian  house. 
May  27,  28,   10  am,  Chiques. 
May      31,      7      pm,      Mechanic 

Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,  10  am,  Antie- 

tam,    Prices    Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 

Tennessee 

April   26,   Mt.   Valley. 

Virginia 
April  28,  Cloverdale. 
May  4,  Sangerville. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Greenmount,  Mt. 

Zion. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Lebanon. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Timberville. 
May  12.  7  pm.  Unity  at  Bethel. 
May  18,  6  pm,  Garber  church, 

Cooks  Creek. 
May  18,  7  pm,  Linville  Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 
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ruses,  held  a  song  feast  at  the  high  school  at  Quakertown  under 
the  leadership  of  Bro.  Henry  Gottshall  of  Annville.  The  young 
people's  adult  classes  will  sponsor  a  program  at  Chiques  March 
30;  the  Fisher  a  cappella  chorus  from  Souderton  will  furnish  the 
music.  The  Truthseekers  class  will  sponsor  a  program  at  the 
Chiques  house  on  the  evening  of  April  12.  Recently  the  Donegal 
male  chorus  gave  a  delightful  program  at  the  Mt.  Hope  house. 
Our  prayer  meetings,  which  had  been  discontinued  during  the 
winter  months,  will  begin  in  April.  We  had  the  first  directory 
for  our  local  church  distributed  by  the  brethren  while  making 
the  church  visit.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  Chiques 
house  May  27,  28,  at  10  A.  M.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will  be 
held  at  Chiques  in  the  evening  from  July  14  to  25.  Bro.  David 
G.  Gibble  is  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Kreider  house. 
Since  our  last  report  four  young  people  were  baptized. — Mrs. 
Fanny  Zug  Shearer,  Manheim,  Pa.,  March  27. 

Codorus. — As  has  been  our  plan  for  the  past  thirteen  years, 
we  will  hold  nightly  Holy  Week  services  at  Codorus,  with  our 
home  ministers  in  charge.  Our  spring  love  feasts  will  be  held 
at  Shrewsbury  May  11,  at  Codorus,  May  25.  Revival  services 
will  begin  at  Codorus  May  12,  Eld.  Michael  Kurtz  to  be  the 
evangelist.  Since  the  first  of  November  death  has  claimed  four 
of  our  oldest  members.  On  Feb.  11  a  Bible  institute  was  held  in 
the  Shrewsbury  house.  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  services 
led  by  Eld.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  proved  to  be  very 
interesting  and  helpful.  Our  young  people,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Leah  Godfrey,  went  into  the  homes  of  the  members  to 
gather  used  and  new  clothing  to  send  to  the  Friends  Service 
Committee  in  Philadelphia  for  relief  purposes.  Our  people  re- 
sponded well  to  the  request.  On  March  23  we  had  a  temperance 
program  at  Codorus.  Rev.  E.  N.  Bergerstock,  representative  of 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  of  Pennsylvania,  gave  a  chalk  talk.  The 
facts  he  presented  about  money  spent  and  lives  lost  because  of 
drunken  drivers  are  appalling.  An  offering  was  lifted  and  pre- 
sented to  Rev.  Bergerstock  for  the  cause  he  represents. — Mary 
A.  Lehman,  Dallastown,  Pa.,  March  24. 

Conewago. — During  the  past  few  months  several  ministers  have 
been  called  in  to  speak  at  our  regular  Sunday  morning  services. 
On  Feb.  2  Bro.  John  H.  Hershman  from  Elizabethtown  spoke  at 
the  Conewago  house.  On  Feb.  9  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  from  Eliz- 
abethtown conducted  a  Bible  institute  at  the  Bachmanville  house. 
The  three  sessions  proved  to  be  exceedingly  interesting  and 
beneficial.  Our  regular  council  was  held  on  March  6.  A  num- 
ber of  minor  issues  were  discussed,  and  three  cases  involving 
the  granting  of  church  letters.  The  young  people's  committee 
obtained  the  permission  of  the  church  to  sponsor  a  tent  meet- 
ing sometime  in  July.  A  special  council  was  held  on  March  7  in 
the  evening.  Bro.  Harry  Heisey  was  installed  into  the  deacon- 
ship  while  Bro.  Elmer  Ebersole  was  elected  and  charged  for  the 
ministry  and  Bro.  Emmert  Gibble  was  elected  and  charged  for 
the  deaconship;  their  wives  were  also  duly  charged  with  the 
duties  of  the  respective  offices.  Bro.  Norman  Weaver  from  the 
Fairview  congregation  spoke  at  our  Sunday  morning  service  on 
March  16.  Our  young  people's  committee  was  in  charge  of  a 
program  rendered  on  the  evening  of  March  23,  at  the  Bachman- 
ville house.  The  subject  throughout  the  service  was  the  observ- 
ance of  the  ordinances;  each  was  discussed  by  one  of  the  young 
people.  Eld.  Howard  Merkey  from  the  Fairview  congregation 
was  in  charge  of  the  closing  moments  and  read  a  poem  in  mem- 
ory of  two  of  our  beloved  and  faithful  sisters  who  have  passed 
from  our  midst,  Sister  Amanda  Aldinger  and  Sister  Lissie 
Aldinger. — Lillie  I.  Heisey,  Hershey,  Pa.,  April  1. 

Dunnings  Creek.— On  Jan.  28  Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller  of  the  India 
mission  field  told  us  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  there.  Her 
good  message  was  very  much  enjoyed.  The  World  Day  of 
Prayer  was  observed  in  a  union  service.  There  was  an  impres- 
sive candlelighting  service  by  the  New  Paris  W.  C.  T.  U.,  fol- 
lowed by  volunteer  prayers  for  peace,  readings,  and  special 
music;  Bro.  John  Rowland  brought  the  message  of  the  evening. 
An  Easter  play,  Blessed  Are  They,  will  be  presented  by  the 
young  people's  class  in  the  New  Paris  church  on  April  12.  We 
are  expecting  to  have  a  six  o'clock  union  service  and  a  special 
Easter  sermon  following  the  Sunday-school  hour.  On  Easter 
evening  Pastor  Rowland  will  begin  a  two  weeks'  revival  meet- 
ing to  close  with  the  love  feast  on  April  27.  At  a  recent  business 
meeting  two  letters  of  membership  were  received  and  two 
granted.  Bro.  Rowland  was  appointed  to  contact  district  repre- 
sentatives and  the  Elgin  office  regarding  the  plans  to  collect 
money  for  camps  provided  for  the  conscientious  objectors.  Bro. 
Albert  Ritchey  was  appointed  treasurer  for  this  special  fund. 
Two  delegates  were  elected  to  represent  our  congregation  at 
district  meeting,  Brethren  Sewell  Rogers  and  O.  K.  Beach.  Re- 
cently the  Holsinger  church  was  wired  for  the  use  of  electricity. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
Dunnings  Creek  congregation  on  May  18  with  an  all-day  meeting 
in  the  Holsinger  house.  Among  the  speakers  will  be  Sister  Ida 
Shumaker  of  the  India  mission  field  and  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger. 
During  the  week  preceding  there  will  be  services  in  one  of  the 
churches  with  a  different  speaker  each  evening.  Bro.  Rowland 
will  begin  a  two  weeks'  meeting  in  the  Point  church,  June  1. 
The  aid  society  has  been  busy  quilting,  making  aprons,  etc.,  and 
doing  good  work.  There  are  increasing  attendance  and  interest 
in  both  Sunday  school  and  church  services. — Mrs.  Albert  S. 
Ritchey,   Schellsburg,  Pa.,  March  31. 

East  Petersburg..— During  1940  we  received  eighteen  by  bap- 
tism and  sixteen  by  letter;  six  were  anointed  and  there  was  one 


death.  On  Feb.  9  the  ladies'  chorus  of  Grantham  College  ren- 
dered a  musical  program  at  Salunga,  sponsored  by  the  Light 
Bearers  class.  On  March  2  the  young  people  of  the  congregation 
gave  a  musical  at  the  East  Petersburg  church.  Pre-Easter  serv- 
ices at  East  Petersburg  will  be  conducted  by  the  home  ministers, 
April  9-12.  Under  the  direction  of  Sister  Roy  Forney,  the  chorus 
will  render  a  program  at  Salunga  on  Easter  evening.  Bro.  C.  E. 
Grapes  will  begin  revival  services  at  Salunga,  April  14.  The  love 
feast  at  East  Petersburg  will  be  held  May  4;  at  Salunga,  May  17, 
18. — Mrs.  Emanuel  Seifert,  Landisville,  Pa.,  March  22. 

Fairview. — Recently  we  had  two  musical  programs,  having  as 
our  guests  Dot  and  Homer,  radio  gospel  singers,  and  the  Koontz 
Gospel  Singers.  During  January  and  February  our  church  audi- 
torium was  completely  redecorated,  including  a  new  hardwood 
floor.  On  March  16  Eld.  H.  H.  Nye,  professor  at  Juniata  College, 
very  ably  preached  our  rededication  sermon.  The  members  of 
our  church  are  to  be  commended  for  their  splendid  co-operation 
in  the  actual  labor,  which  greatly  reduced  the  cost  of  this  proj- 
ect. Our  calendar  for  the  near  future  calls  for  the  following: 
March  30,  the  Juniata  College  student  volunteers;  April  3,  4,  Paul 
Voronaeff,  a  Russian,  who  supplements  his  lecture  with  slides  of 
conditions  in  Russia;  April  10,  11,  Ida  Shumaker,  returned  mis- 
sionary from  India;  April  12,  a  hymn  interpretation  program; 
Easter  Sunday,  two  special  programs.  Our  district  meeting  del- 
egates are  Paul  Brumbaugh  and  Mrs.  Howard  Dilling. — Mrs. 
Ernest  A.  Brumbaugh,  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  March  24. 

Hooversville. — We  were  happy  to  place  the  Gospel  Messenger 
in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes.  On  Feb.  23  Bro.  Kenneth 
Blough  of  Davidsville  filled  our  pulpit.  On  the  morning  of 
March  23  the  student  volunteers  of  Juniata  College  presented  an 
interesting  program.  We  are  planning  to  hold  our  love  feast  on 
Easter  Sunday. — Blanche  M.  Hershberger,  Hooversville,  Pa., 
March  24. 

Johnstown,  Walnut  Grove. — During  February  Bro.  Ray  O. 
Shank  of  Ohio  closed  a  very  inspirational  evangelistic  meeting 
which  resulted  in  thirty-one  additions  to  the  church.  At  a 
cost  of  $1,000  we  finished  remodeling  the  balcony,  with  improve- 
ments in  the  junior  and  cradle  roll  departments.  There  will  be 
a  father  and  son  banquet  held  at  the  church  on  April  3.  The 
Walnut  Grove  church  will  co-operate  with  other  churches  of  the 
city  in  a  three-hour  service  on  Good  Friday.  The  a  cappella 
choir  of  Juniata  College  will  render  a  sacred  concert  on  April  20. 
We  shall  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  dedication 
of  our  church  on  April  27.  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst  will  be  with  us 
for  this  occasion.  A  very  appropriate  program  has  been  ar- 
ranged. Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  moving  pictures 
to  be  taken  of  everyone  who  attends  this  service.  The  camera 
will  be  placed  immediately  outside  the  main  entrance  to  the 
building  and  pictures  will  be  taken  on  entering.  The  Walnut 
Grove  church  is  making  progress  with  the  plan  to  have  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  of  our  congregation  subscribe  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger.— C.   T.    Noffsinger,   Johnstown,   Pa.,   March   22. 

Meyersdale. — On  April  3  a  foodless  banquet  will  be  held  at  the 
church,  for  which  tickets  are  being  sold  at  twenty-five  cents 
each.  In  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  Lent,  there  will  be  an  eight- 
een- to  twenty-hour  fast,  from  Thursday  noon  until  Friday 
morning.  Those  observing  it  will  use  the  money  saved  by  the 
fast  for  the  purchase  of  tickets  to  the  foodless  banquet.  The 
proceeds  will  be  divided  equally  between  the  various  benevolent 
interests  of  the  local  church.  The  tables  will  be  arranged  in 
the  form  of  a  cross  and  set  as  for  a  meal,  but  without  food.  The 
program  will  be  divided  into  several  parts,  corresponding  to  the 
courses  of  a  meal.  The  thought  is  to  carry  out  the  words  of 
Jesus  when  he  said,  "I  have  meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not  of." 
During  the  course  of  the  program  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller  will 
deliver  a  devotional  talk  on  the  theme,  Except  Ye  Die.  On  Palm 
Sunday  there  will  be  special  music  by  two  choirs  and  the  bless- 
ing of  the  babies.  There  will  be  services  each  evening  during 
Holy  Week;  on  Wednesday  evening,  baptism;  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, the  Lord's  Supper  and  communion.  On  Good  Friday  in  the 
Reformed  church  there  will  be  a  union  three-hour  service.  In 
the  evening  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  will  give  the  play,  The  Terrible  Meek. 
A  sunrise  service  will  be  observed  at  6:30  in  the  union  cemetery. 
On  the  evening  of  Easter  Day  the  Juniata  College  a  cappella 
choir  will  render  a  sacred  concert. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyers- 
dale,  Pa.,  March  31. 

Middle  Creek. — The  women's  work  has  made  two  shipments  of 
clothing  to  Philadelphia  for  European  relief.  They  have  also 
quilted  several  quilts  this  winter.  Our  congregation  lost  three 
elderly  members  during  the  month  of  March.  The  children  of 
the  Sunday  school  will  present  a  short  program  at  the  worship 
service  on  Easter  morning.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
shown  a  marked  improvement  with  the  coming  of  better 
weather.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  June  1. — Mrs.  Lillian 
Bruner,   Rockwood,  Pa.,  March   31. 

Norristown. — The  work  at  this  place  is  progressing  under  the 
direction  of  Brother  and  Sister  A.  S.  Alderfer.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
is  quite  active  with  Ronald  Harley  as  leader.  They  take  charge 
of  the  evening  services  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month.  We  en- 
joyed a  number  of  guest  speakers  during  the  winter,  including 
Bro.  Ralph  Jones;  Joe  McMullen,  a  student  of  the  Eastern  Bap- 
tist Seminary;  Miss  Henrietta  Wang,  a  student  in  a  Philadelphia 
Bible  school;  Bro.  Norman  Fredrick  and  Bro.  A.  A.  Price.  On 
March  9  the  young  people  from  the  Ambler  church  gave  us  a 
good  program.     Our  intermediate  boys  and  girls  conducted  the 
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morning  service  March  23  in  observance  of  intermediate  Sunday. 
We  are  planning  for  services  during  Holy  Week.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  May  4. — Emma  N.  Cassel,  Norristown,  Pa.,  March  28. 
Somerset. — In  January  Bro.  William  Beery  of  Elgin  and  Bro. 
A.  F.  Brightbill  of  Chicago  gave  a  very  inspiring  musical  pro- 
gram? Bro.  Brightbill  led  the  audience  in  the  singing  of  many 
old  hymns.  With  each  hymn  he  showed  beautiful  pictures 
which  helped  to  bring  out  the  real  meaning  of  the  words.  Bro. 
Beery  sang  several  solos.  It  is  seldom  that  one  can  hear  a  man 
of  Bro.  Beery's  age  sing;  his  part  of  the  program  was  greatly 
appreciated.  On  Feb.  20  the  men's  work  organization  held  a 
father  and  son  banquet.  About  eighty  men  and  boys  enjoyed  a 
fine  program  and  evening  of  fellowship.  The  meal  was  served 
by  the  women's  work  organization.  A  circuit  rally  was  held  in 
our  church  from  Feb.  28  to  March  2.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  was  the 
speaker  and  brought  a  very  inspiring  message  at  each  service. 
Groups  of  young  people  from  the  various  churches  in  the  cir- 
cuit conducted  the  services.  Not  only  the  young  people  but  all 
who  attended  the  rally  were  greatly  benefited.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  our  evangelistic  services  which  begin  March  23  and 
to  special  services  during  Holy  Week.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Easter  Sunday  evening. — Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cage,  Jr.,  Som- 
erset,  Pa.,    March   20. 

Tennessee 
Hawthorn. — We  have  improved  our  church  building  by  laying 
new  floors  and  putting  in  new  windows,  rearranging  the  kitchen 
and  painting  the  building.  We  also  have  electric  lights.  We 
have  called  Bro.  A.  M.  Laughrun  as  pastor.  He  filled  his  ap- 
pointment on  March  22,  23.  There  have  been  six  additions  to  the 
church. — F.  M.  Feathers,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  March  25. 

Virginia 
Branch,  Sangersville. — On  Dec.  5  the  aid  society  met  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Gertie  Cupp  for  an  all-day  meeting.  At  this  time 
the  names  of  the  Sunshine  Sisters  were  revealed.  At  a  later 
date  they  met  at  Sister  Mary  Driver's  and  packed  sunshine  boxes 
for  the  sick  and  needy  of  the  community.  The  women's  work  has 
purchased  material  and  is  making  garments  for  the  needy  in 
Europe.  They  have  also  been  busy  quilting.  The  children's 
workers  have  their  meetings  quarterly.  They  have  pieced  a 
quilt  and  started  a  fancy  work  chest  as  a  means  of  raising  funds. 
Bro.  John  Evans  Bowman,  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president,  met 
with  the  local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  to  discuss  the  Youth  Serves  project. 
They  plan  to  launch  this  program  in  the  near  future.  The  mak- 
ing of  apple  and  pear  butter  has  proved  a  better  way  of  raising 
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funds  than  oyster  suppers  and  such  like.  Plans  are  being  made 
to  enlarge  the  cemetery.  Our  congregation  was  represented  at 
the  special  district  meeting  at  Bridgewater.  At  our  council  on 
March  7  three  letters  were  received.  Bro.  C.  A.  Click  has  been 
selected  as  our  peace  promotional  secretary  with  Bro.  Walter 
Cupp  assistant.  The  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  has  been  set 
aside  for  collecting  the  money  from  our  peace  cups  for  the 
Brethren  Service  funds.  For  the  year  relief  offerings  from  the 
congregation  amounted  to  $204.05,  and  $190.58  for  the  camps.  On 
March  2  we  went  to  Sangersville  for  the  installation  service  of 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Isaac  Garber.  Our  services  have  been  well  at- 
tended this  winter  in  spite  of  much  sickness.  Brethren  Rice  and 
Walker,  student  ministers  of  Bridgewater  College,  recently 
preached  for  us;  also  Bro.  N.  J.  Miller  of  Denton,  Md. — Hazel 
M.  Foster,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  March  20. 

Elk  Run. — A  deputation  of  student  volunteers  from  Bridge- 
water  College  gave  a  program  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  January. 
We  observed  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  in  our  church  with  the 
neighboring  churches  co-operating.  Mrs.  Sidney  Siron  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  was  in  charge  of  this  service.  We  met  in 
council  on  March  15.  Elders  John  T.  Glick  and  A.  S.  Thomas  of 
the  district  ministerial  board  were  present  by  request  to  consider 
the  matter  of  Bro.  Carl  Zigler's  installation  into  the  ministry. 
He  was  relicensed  for  one  year.  Bro.  D.  B.  Garber,  moderator- 
elect  for  district  meeting  of  the  Second  District  of  Virginia,  was 
present  and  gave  some  very  helpful  suggestions  on  the  financial 
situation — general,  district  and  congregational.  The  present  out- 
look seems  hopeful  and  goals  attainable.  We  will  not  send  a 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference  this  year.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Waynesboro  are  Bro.  E.  D.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Lena 
Allanson.  The  various  boards  and  committees  reported  progress 
in  their  work.  The  men's  and  women's  work  groups  have  made 
some  much-needed  repairs  on  the  church  building,  including  a 
new  heating  plant.  Other  improvements  will  be  made  as 
weather  permits.  Our  annual  old  folks'  singing  is  to  be  held 
April  6.  Since  our  last  report  three  were  received  by  letter, 
eight  letters  were  granted,  and  two  members  were  lost  by  death. 
One  of  our  senior  deacons  has  been  very  ill  for  some  time  with 
pneumonia  and  its  aftereffects.  His  wife  and  daughter  are  also 
shut-ins  from  illness.  We  expect  to  have  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing 
of  Rockingham,  Va.,  hold  our  revival  meeting  sometime  in  July. 
According  to  a  custom  of  the  women's  work  group  to  hold  a  mis- 
sionary program  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  the  month,  such  a  pro- 
gram was  given  on  the  evening  of  March  30.  On  the  same  date 
a  special  offering  was  taken  at  the  morning  service  for  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee. — Zada  E.  Collins,  Churchville,  Va., 
March  31. 
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Around  the  Educational  World 


The  National  Youth  Administra- 
tion is  training  20,000  girls  in  radio 
and  electrical  repairing,  welding  and 
sheet  metal  work. 

"There  will  be  a  much  different 
type  of  educational  development  in 
the  future,"  predicts  Aubrey  Wil- 
liams, administrator  of  the  National 
Youth  Administration.  "People  will 
be  taught  to  work  with  their  hands — - 
the  women  as  well  as  the  men." 

Clyde  Erwin,  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  in  North  Carolina, 
has  made  provision  for  certified 
credits  to  be  given  students  taking 
elective  Bible  courses  in  North  Car- 
olina high  schools.  Students  taking 
the  courses  will  receive  credits  to- 
ward college  entrance. 

Continued  rapid  growth  of  the 
junior  colleges  is  revealed  by  the 
Junior  College  Directory  1941.  En- 
rollment in  these  institutions  has 
doubled  in  the  last  six  years  and 
now  totals  236,162.  The  number  of 
junior  colleges  is  now  610,  an  addi- 
tion of  35  in  1940  and  an  addition  of 
205  since  1929. 

Germany  is  developing  leaders  in 
the  common  schools  from  the  age  of 
ten  upward.  Twenty  per  cent  of  the 
time  of  Hitler  youth  is  given  to 
training  in  German  and  Nazi  party 
history  and  instruction  in  National 
Socialist  Weltanschaununrung.  This 
per  cent  applies  to  three  afternoons 
and  alternate  Sundays  of  each  week, 
all  of  which  are  given  over  wholly 
to  the  Hitler  Jugend.  Recent  visit- 
ors to  Germany  report  that  while  the 
older  generation  shows  signs  of  dis- 
illusion and  distrust  in  the  war  pro- 
gram, the  youth  of  Germany  are 
eagerly  confident  and  militant. 

A  unique  democratic  leadership 
laboratory  is  scheduled  by  Town 
Hall  for  the  period  of  May  12  to  30. 
"Somewhere  between  showmanship 
and  academic  dullness  we  shall  find 
a  way  to  train  leaders  in  American 
democracy,"  declares  Dr.  George  V. 
Denny,  Jr.,  president  of  Town  Hall, 
Inc.  Inasmuch  as  our  highly  organ- 
ized life  requires  leaders  for  many 
thousands  of  local,  state  and  national 
organizations,  it  is  evident  that  only 
the  combined  and  fully  conscious  ef- 
fort of  all  our  schools  of  higher  edu- 
cation will  fill  the  bill.  The  Town 
Hall  experiment  will  serve  mainly 
as  a  stimulant  to  laggard  schools. 


"Students  will  not  be  exempt 
from  the  draft,"  announces  Brigad- 
ier-General Lewis  B.  Hershey.  "I  do 
not  believe  colleges  can  afford  to  de- 
mand privileges  which  appear  to 
single  out  one  class  of  Americans." 
His  word  is  that  exemptions  will 
not  be  granted  to  professors  or  stu- 
dents beyond  next  summer.  Delay 
until  July,  1941,  he  declares,  was 
provided  only  to  permit  students  to 
make  some  plans  concerning  their 
future.  Further  delay,  he  insists,  will 
jeopardize  the  morale  of  the  fighting 
forces,  which  requires  that  "the  best 
of  our  citizenship  accept  their  res- 
ponsibility along  with  the  rest." 

Plans  to  relate  the  nation-wide 
adult  education  movement  to  na- 
tional defense  have  been  announced 
by  Morse  A.  Cartwright,  director  of 
the  American  Association  for  Adult 
Education. 

Unusual  recognition  to  a  Negro 
came  when  thirty-one-year-old  Cleo 
W.  Blackburn  of  Indianapolis  was 
awarded  the  city's  junior  chamber 
of  commerce  distinguished  service 
medal  annually  presented  to  a  man 
under  thirty-six  adjudged  to  have 
rendered  notable  civic  service.  Mr. 
Blackburn  is  executive  secretary  of 
Flanner  House,  a  Negro  social  serv- 
ice center.  He  has  made  an  impor- 
tant sociological  investigation  of 
1,501  Negro  families  of  Indianapolis, 
and  has  a  special  interest  in  helping 
southern  rural  Negroes. 


Habits  and  motives  that  are  ac- 
quired in  the  home  play  an  impor- 
tant part  in  success  or  failure  in  col- 
lege. This  is  one  of  the  main 
conclusions  of  What  It  Takes  to 
Make  Good  in  College,  a  pamphlet 
prepared  by  Prof.  Samuel  L.  Ham- 
ilton of  New  York  University  on  a 
study  made  in  forty  typical  men's 
colleges  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Yale  University  Department  of  Re- 
ligious Education. 

Christians,  Hindus  and  Moham- 
medans in  Jubbulpore  City,  India, 
have  formed  an  all-religious  associ- 
ation. The  purpose  of  the  associa- 
tion will  be  "to  stimulate  mutual 
understanding  and  tolerance  among 
different  religious  groups,  to  educate 
the  public  on  questions  of  religious 
importance,  to  promote  brotherhood 
and  co-operation  and  respect  for  the 
founders  and  leaders  of  different  re- 
ligions, and  to  promote  human  wel- 
fare." 

The  broad  meaning  of  leadership 
training  has  been  achieved  by  stu- 
dents of  Furman  University,  S.  C. 
The  entire  population  of  Greenville 
County  (136,289)  has  been  reached 
during  the  past  five  years.  The  stu- 
dents made  surveys  which  disclosed 
major  problems  and  existing  agen- 
cies available  for  their  solution. 
Achievements  to  date  include  co- 
operation of  rural,  industrial  and 
city  schools;  joint  purchasing  of  li- 
brary books  and  school  supplies; 
"live-at-home"  programs;  a  library 
building  project;  an  adult  center;  a 
recreation  program;  a  flower  show; 
a  public  park;  a  farmer's  exchange 
bulletin. 

Camp  William  James,  near  Shar- 
on, Vt.,  is  dedicated  to  the  realization 
of  "a  moral  equivalent  for  war." 
The  camp  has  been  developed  by 
virtue  of  the  co-operation  of  six  col- 
lege students  with  the  local  farmers. 
The  camp  schedule  includes,  in  ad- 
dition to  general  welfare  projects 
such  as  soil  conservation  and  erosion 
control,  help  for  individual  farmers 
in  emergencies,  a  central  sheep  pas- 
turage project,  participation  in  the 
social  activities  of  the  community  as 
members.  The  benefits  of  the  camp 
accrue  to  college  and  non-college 
youth  alike,  regardless  of  financial 
status.  The  young  men  choose  their 
own  camp  manager  and  council.  The 
camp  has  the  endorsement  of  the 
federal  government  and  the  counsel 
of  Dr.  Eugen  Rosenstock-Huessy, 
professor  of  social  philosophy  at 
Dartmouth  College. 
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Keep  the  Main  Track  Clear 

Essentially  the  task  of  the  church  is  no  differ- 
ent now  from  what  it  was  five  years  ago  or  all 
down  the  ages.  We  hear  much  talk  about  the 
present  crisis  and  what  we  should  do  about  it, 
some  of  this  more  confusing  than  enlightening. 
Some  of  the  concrete  things  involved  in  the  church 
task  are  different,  when  the  world  is  at  war,  from 
what  they  are  in  peace  times,  but  to  see  these 
clearly  we  must  keep  the  main  track  clear  first  of 
all. 

There  is  more  than  one  good  way  of  saying  it 
but  none  more  fitting  today  than  the  way  Jesus 
said  it  when  his  disciples  tried  to  draw  him  out  on 
an  unimportant  question  of  chronology.  "Be  my 
witnesses,"  he  said.  What  is  better  suited  to  these 
critical  times  than  just  that?  If  the  church  is  a 
faithful  witness  for  Jesus  Christ,  that  will  cover 
the  case  quite  well  indeed. 

That  will  require  showing  his  spirit  in  all  cir- 
cumstances. What  does  that  leave  out?  It  will 
mean  winning  as  many  people  as  possible  to  his 
way  of  life.  It  will  mean  trying  to  put  that  kind 
of  people  into  positions  of  leadership  and  public 
trust.  What  social  problem  is  not  covered  by  that? 
It  will  mean  standing  up  for  Christ  everywhere 
all  the  time.  What  war  situation  could  escape  that 
program?  e.  f. 

Painless  Giving 

A  Virginia  sister,  sending  in  her  subscription 
for  a  well-known  magazine,  says:  "I  understand 
that  if  I  subscribe  through  you  the  Publishing 
House  will  get  a  commission  which  will  help  to 
meet  its  own  publishing  expense." 

Did  you  get  the  import  of  what  the  Virginia  sis- 
ter says?  She  is  really  calling  attention  to  a  type 
of  painless  giving  which  could  add  thousands  of 
dollars  per  year  to  the  income  of  your  church  pub- 
lishing house. 

The  point  is  this:    when  you  decide  to  subscribe 


for  a  magazine  or  to  buy  a  book,  do  it  through  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  at  Elgin,  111.  The  mag- 
azine or  book  will  not  cost  you  any  more  than  if 
ordered  direct,  but  your  publishing  house  will  get 
a  commission. 

If  the  thirty  thousand  Messenger  subscribers 
would  generally  follow  this  practice  there  would 
be  money  enough — well,  just  get  your  pencil  and 
paper  and  multiply  30,000  times  what  you  think 
the  average  would  be.  h.  a.  b. 

• 

A  Story  of  Two  Thirsty  Lovers 

A  much  favored  basis  for  Good  Friday  medita- 
tions is  The  Seven  Words.  Did  you  almost  over- 
look the  shortest  one?  Better  not,  even  yet.  Cer- 
tainly none  more  closely  identifies  the  Sufferer 
with  the  famishing  world  for  which  he  was  dying. 

As  naturally  as  the  child  who  will  not  go  to 
sleep  until  mother  brings  a  drink,  he  said,  "I 
thirst."  It  was  not  the  first  time.  Being  so  like 
unto  us,  he  must  have  thirsted  often.  Comes  in- 
stantly to  mind  the  great  occasion  on  which  he  sat 
by  a  well  and  said  to  a  woman,  "Give  me  to 
drink." 

Nor  was  this  the  last  time.  Fact  is,  he  has  been 
thirsty  ever  since,  and  never  more  so  than  today. 
From  that  day  on  he  has  been  crying  out,  "Give 
me  to  drink,"  and  at  this  very  hour  his  thunderous 
tones  are  truly  deafening. 

You  do  not  recognize  his  voice?  Then  go  again 
to  that  "inasmuch"  judgment  scene  which  he  had 
painted  just  before  going  to  Calvary.  Then  come 
back  quickly  and  listen  to  the  ether  waves  from 
the  far  corners  of  the  earth.  Above  all  the  din  of 
the  battlefields  you  can  catch  the  cry  of  thirst,  in- 
tensified by  a  million  multiplications.  No,  there 
is  no  possibility  of  mistaken  identity  here.  It  is 
his  cry.  "Give  these  thirsty  millions  to  drink," 
he  says,  "and  that  will  quench  my  thirst  too." 

Indeed,  only  that  will  quench  it.  There  is  no 
other  way  to  cool  his  burning  lips.     Only  as  we 
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do  it  to  these  his  brethren,  can  we  do  it  to  him. 
Does  he  not  now,  as  he  did  then,  deserve  some- 
thing better  than  the  vinegar  and  gall  we  offer 
him? 

Strange  paradox,  is  it  not,  that  he,  in  whose  Cal- 
vary cry  of  thirst  is  voiced  the  pleading  of  the 
suffering  millions,  should  himself  be  able  to  offer 
these  thirsty  millions  living  water,  which,  if  they 
drink  that,  will  become  a  never  failing  spring,  al- 
ways ready  to  stop  the  more  deeply  agonizing 
thirsts  which  threaten  them!  By  so  much  as  the 
thirst  of  the  spirit  is  more  torturing  than  that  of 
the  flesh,  by  that  much  is  the  slaking  of  that  thirst 
more  satisfying. 

Which  leads  directly  to  a  still  more  glorious 
paradox  in  this  shortest  of  The  Seven  Words.  That 
cry  not  only  voiced  the  pain  of  famishing  human- 
ity, it  symbolized  the  heart  yearning  of  suffering 
deity.  The  "I"  that  thirsted  there  was  God  as 
well  as  man.  Yea,  verily,  the  whole  tragic  trans- 
action was  .the  expression  of  that  mighty  fact. 
Even  more  than  rebellious  man  knew  how  to  seek 
the  forgiving  embrace  of  God,  a  heartbroken 
Father  was  longing  for  the  return  of  his  wayward 
children.  Both  were  languishing  for  lack  of  mu- 
tual love. 

Man  needed  to  learn  what  was  the  matter  with 
him,  what  alone  would  heal  the  awful  hurt  within 
him.  The  hurt  in  God's  heart  was  even  deeper  but 
he  knew  what  would  heal  that.  And  so  he 
stretched  out  his  arms  that  day  as  far  as  he  could 
reach,  and  cried  in  his  most  pleading  tones,  "I 
thirst.  I  want  a  drink.  I'm  famishing  for  my 
children's  love.  Come  back  to  me.  Let's  love  and 
live  together." 

Though  that  day  in  our  church  year  is  already 
two  weeks  gone  our  sadly  misguided  world  is  so  in- 
tensely with  us;  might  it  not  be  useful  in  the  try- 
ing months  ahead,  to  carry  with  us  constantly  the 
picture  of  the  thirsty  God-man?  Shall  we  not 
see  here,  beyond  the  physical  anguish  of  the 
Prince  of  Sufferers,  first,  also  that  of  the  suffering 
millions  of  his  brothers  of  our  day,  and  then,  the 
spirit  thirst  of  God  and  man  for  each  other,  a 
thirst  of  two  estranged  lovers  which  can  be  quieted 
only  in  the  loving  embrace  of  each  other.       e.  f. 

The  Christian  Isles 

The  storms  that  are  devastating  the  world  of 
our  day  are  revealing  the  insular  nature  of  Chris- 
tianity. Of  course,  we  have  long  known  that 
God's  elect  are  a  called-out  people  maintaining 
cultural  islands  in  the  seven  seas  of  paganism. 

The  smallest  of  these  isles  is  the  individual 
Christian.     Though  the  seas  of  our  figure  break 


over  him,  he  has  an  intellectual  anchor  of  the 
soul  in  the  ocean  of  uncertainty.  Furthermore,  he 
is  conscious  of  unifying  purpose  in  a  world  torn 
asunder  by  war;  he  experiences  the  satisfactions 
of  creative  living  in  contrast  to  the  pagan's  moods 
of  despair. 

The  next  larger  isles  of  Christian  living  are 
godly  homes  and  vital  church  groups.  In  these 
tiny  areas  one  finds  respect  for  life  and  reverence 
for  God.  Here  fellowship  with  others  of  like  mind 
and  communion  with  the  Father  are  possible. 
Here  one  gains  many  of  the  insights  which  sus- 
tain faith  and  hope  and  love. 

But  with  thousands  upon  thousands  of  these 
Christian  Isles  bound  together  by  ties  that  trans- 
cend time  and  space  and  the  current  culture,  it  is 
evident  that  in  Christ  there  is  no  real  east  or 
west.  The  Christian  Isles  constitute  a  world  en- 
circling archipelago  which  will  ultimately  redeem 
our  sphere.  h.  a.  b. 

They  Missed  the  Bridge 

There  will  probably  be  a  good  deal  of  moraliz- 
ing about  the  recent  tragedy  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Wis.  We  refer  to  the  three  girls  and  four  boys 
from  Iowa,  who  after  a  visit  to  a  theater  and  a 
round  of  the  available  taverns  missed  the  bridge 
and  drove  into  the  river.  Of  course  they  were  all 
drowned — one  girl  fifteen  years  old,  two  girls  sev- 
enteen, one  boy  eighteen,  one  boy  nineteen,  and 
two  boys  twenty. 

The  picture  on  the  back  page  of  our  metropoli- 
tan paper  showed  the  scene  of  the  tragedy.  In 
the  foreground  appeared  the  tracks  of  the  car  in 
the  snow,  the  same  being  solemnly  examined  by 
a  number  of  grownups.  We  cannot  be  sure,  but 
doubtless  there  are  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  vic- 
tims in  the  picture.  The  tracks  in  the  picture  lead 
right  down  into  the  icy  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  Above  and  beyond  tower  the  arches  of  the 
bridge  that  was  missed. 

How  could  such  a  wholesale  tragedy  happen? 
The  newspaper  reporter  who  sent  in  the  story 
gave  the  secret  away.  It  is  strange  indeed  that  no 
sharp-eyed  editor  blue-penciled  his  damaging  ad- 
mission. It  seems  there  was  a  bottle  of  whisky  in 
the  car  when  it  was  dragged  from  the  river.  Of 
course  there  had  been  other  bottles  emptied. 

You  see  the  tragedy  happened  because  seven 
young  minds  were  befuddled  by  drink.  That  is 
why  there  is  sorrow  in  seven  homes.  That  is  why 
we  have  a  picture  of  people  gazing  at  tracks  that 
lead  into  the  river.  Millions  of  parents  missed 
realizing  their  responsibility  before  these  seven 
young  people  drove  into  a  river.  h.  a.  b. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


// 


Jesus  Christ  Is  the  Answer 


// 


BY    H.    F.    RICHARDS 


Our  world  is  confronted  with  a  combination  of 
circumstances  which  for  complexity,  magnitude 
and  gravity  are  perhaps  unparalleled  in  history. 
Budgets  have  been  overreached,  mortgaging  un- 
born generations.  Millions  have  walked  the 
streets  in  the  vain  search  for  employment.  Crime 
has  stalked  the  country,  costing  the  government 
thirty  millions  a  day.  Wealth  and  luxury  have 
existed  by  the  side  of  poverty  and  degradation. 
Freedom  has  been  challenged  and  has  disappeared 
from  wide  areas  of  the  earth.  New  pagan  phi- 
losophies have  risen  up  and  old  ideas  and  institu- 
tions are  going.  The  most  powerful  engines  of 
human  destruction  ever  known  have  been  brought 
into  operation. 

For  many  it  is  a  time  of  disillusionment,  cynic- 
ism and  pessimism.  Serious-minded  people  are 
confronted  with  three  great  and  vital  questions. 
The  first  is:  "Is  there  a  God?  If  so,  who  and 
where  is  he?  What  is  he  doing?"  When  the  wise 
men  scanned  the  starry  heavens  in  their  deep 
silence  for  a  clue,  and  trudged  the  weary  miles 
across  the  desert,  they  symbolized  humanity's  long 
quest  for  God.  That  quest  is  accented  in  our 
day.  Are  we  orphans  on  a  floating  island  going 
from  nowhere  to  nowhere?  Are  we  caught  be- 
neath the  upper  and  nether  millstones  of  fate? 
By  a  word  from  the  Book  the  wise  men  were 
guided  to  a  small  village  to  find  an  humble  peasant 
pair  with  a  tiny  Babe.  This  Babe  was  the  sym- 
bol of  God.  He  was  not  to  be  a  puzzle  but  a  so- 
lution. Grown  to  manhood,  he  said,  "He  that  hath 
seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father."  The  father  waits 
for  the  son  to  be  through  with  his  escapades  in 
the  far  country,  that  he  may  welcome  him  home. 
The  crucial  years  tell  of  the  patience  of  a  Father 
whose  only  chosen  weapon  is  suffering  love  and 
patience,  and  who  is  on  a  quest  like  a  shepherd 
amid  the  cliffs  and  recesses  of  the  mountains  on 
a  dark  and  threatening  night  to  find  his  lost  sheep. 
For  this  undying  and  redeeming  faith  and  hope, 
we  are  indebted  to  Jesus. 

A  second  question  now  is,  Has  life  any  meaning? 
One  in  the  midst  of  trouble  asked,  "Does  it  pay  to 
do  right?"  Does  it,  in  a  world  where  men  seek  to 
"get  by"?  A  materialistic  philosophy  his  beguiled 
many  a  youth  into  believing  that  the  trinity  of 
blessedness  is  a  job,  a  car,  and  social  standing,  and 
many  a  parent  into  believing  that  the  only  legacy 
is  a  material  one.  Then,  when  some  day  the  wells 
have  run  dry,  they  speak  in  the  words  of  Eccles- 
iastes,  "Vanity,  vanity,  all  is  vanity."    A  wealthy 


farmer  once  said  to  the  evangelist,  Billy  Sunday, 
"I  would  give  all  my  farms  to  have  my  little  son 
back  to  hear  me  pray  just  once." 

Jesus'  words  burn  with  reality.  "A  man's  life 
consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things 
which  he  possesseth."  Again,  "He  that  saveth  his 
life  loseth  it."  We  need  not  more  inventions,  but 
more  convictions;  not  more  things  to  live  with, 
but  more  to  live  for;  not  more  goods,  but  more 
goodness  at  the  heart  of  life  to  use  aright  the  goods 
we  have;  not  more  of  the  things  seen,  but  more  of 
the  unseen;  not  more  fads,  but  more  faith  that  can 
cure  broken  hearts  and  mend  ruined  lives;  not 
more  pampering,  but  more  self-discipline.  To 
have  meaning  life  must  have  a  purpose  and  pas- 
sion. Jesus  gave  that  in  terms  of  the  kingdom  to 
live  for,  "Seek  ye  first  his  kingdom  and  his  right- 
eousness," and  the  prayer,  "When  ye  pray,  say, 
Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as 
in  heaven." 

A  third  question  so  full  of  peril  is,  How  shall  we 
get  along  together?  A  university  professor  began 
a  course  with  the  words,  "The  supreme  human 
problem  is  the  problem  of  living  together."  Here 
is  just  so  much  in  material  resources  to  be 
shared.  Here  are  so  many  different  temperaments 
to  be  adjusted.  Here  are  conflicting  philosophies 
from  which  to  select.  Something  is  desperately 
wrong.  We  are  not  getting  along.  We  have  the 
haves  and  the  havenots,  and  among  both  individ- 
uals and  nations.  At  this  point  Jesus'  word  seems 
sometimes  fulfilled  literally,  "From  him  that  hath 
not,  shall  be  taken  even  that  which  he  hath  and 
given  to  him  that  hath  abundance."  Temper- 
aments of  selfish  ambition  ride  rough  shod  over 
the  meek  and  lowly.  What  is  the  world's  answer 
to  this?  It  is  trying  to  hold  itself  together  with 
a  balance  of  power  and  by  pitting  selfishness 
against  selfishness.  As  a  result  our  world  society 
is  tottering.    Who  knows  the  end? 

What  does  Jesus  answer?  "That  ye  may  be 
sons  of  your  Father  who  maketh  his  sun  to  rise 
on  the  evil  and  the  good  and  sendeth  rain  on  the 
just  and  the  unjust."  But  back  of  that  lies  the  Be- 
atitudes— for  to  the  poor  in  spirit  belongeth  the 
kingdom.  The  meek  shall  inherit  the  earth.  Love 
your  enemies  and  pray  for  them  that  persecute 
you.  In  short,  be  sons  of  God  by  being  brothers 
of  men.  This  reverses  our  accepted  scale  of 
human  virtues.  The  older  help  the  younger.  The 
strong  help  the  weak.  There  is  sympathy,  under- 
standing, tolerance,  suffering  love,  without  which 
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no  political  or  economic  system  can  work.  Be- 
neath the  surface  of  race,  nation  and  social  group- 
ings there  lies  the  deep  unit  of  sonship  and  broth- 
erhood. 

The  world  did  not  understand  Jesus,  but  most  of 
us  it  understands  all  too  well.  We  tend  to  walk 
the  broad  level  places  where  the  masses  go.  It  is 
high  time,  perhaps  past  time,  that  we  in  more  ef- 
fective ways  seek  to  convince  the  world  that  Jesus 
has  and  is  the  answer.  Yea  more,  that  we  convince 
the  church  of  that  fact.  And  to  bring  it  yet 
closer  home,  that  we  ourselves  become  more  firm- 
ly convinced  and  living  exponents  of  its  truth. 
The  hour  calls  for  more  than  beautiful  quotations. 
From  here  on  we  must  deal  with  rugged  realities. 

South  Bend,  Ind. 


The  Whole  Family 

BY   DAN   WEST 

It  was  right  that  we  concentrated  our  thinking 
and  planning  on  the  Civilian  Public  Service  plans 
for  the  past  three  months.  It  was,  and  still  is  a 
new  thing,  and  it  needed  our  best.  Like  a  new 
baby,  it  received  more  attention  than  the  older 
children  for  the  time.  It  is  a  most  promising  baby, 
and  better  looking  than  some  of  its  brothers  and 
sisters. 

But  the  newest  child  is  not  the  whole  family, 
and  in  the  long  run  its  welfare  depends  on  the  wel- 
fare of  the  rest.  Our  church  membership  totals 
more  than  175,000.  Depending  on  how  fast  the 
army  builds  up,  we  may  have  one  thousand  men 
who  have  to  meet  the  draft  situation  this  year. 
How  many  will  choose  civilian  service  rather  than 
army  service  we  do  not  know,  but  I  wish  all  of 
them  would — for  conscience'  sake;  maybe  half  or 
more  of  them  will  choose  that  way. 

This  group  of  Dunkers  may  be  more  strategic 
than  any  other  1,000  members,  measured  in  terms 
of  what  they  give  up,  what  they  learn,  and  what 
they  experience  in  this  new  strain;  but  they  total 
less  than  one  percent  of  the  whole  family.  The 
other  99%  count,  too. 

Not  yet  is  an  educational  and  action  program 
established  for  them,  and  yet  they  may  have  a 
harder  time  giving  the  pacifist  testimony  than  the 
drafted  men.  If  our  differing  neighbors  are  not 
clear  as  to  what  we  stand  for — our  faith,  and  our 
way  of  building  up  instead  of  destroying — they 
may  come  to  dislike  us  thoroughly.  And  if  we  are 
not  clear  ourselves  as  to  what  we  believe,  and  how 
we  shall  show  our  faith  by  our  works,  our  testi- 
mony may  be  a  very  dim  light.  One  draftee  in  the 
other  war  reported  that  the  C.O.'s  in  army  camps 
were  clearer  about  our  pacifist  faith  than  the  folks 
back  home. 


We  shall  never  return  to  conditions  as  they  were 
before  these  wars  broke  out.  Some  wistful  souls 
may  think  of  "normalcy"  again,  but  I  am  sure  it 
will  never  come.  We  must  be  prepared  for  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  world;  we  may  not  have  much  to 
say  about  what  kind,  but  we  must  meet  it  anyhow. 

Looking  at  the  internal  condition  of  the  church 
on  this  matter,  we  are  in  better  shape  than  ever 
before.  But  looking  at  the  difficulties  we  shall 
have  to  meet,  we  may  be  in  worse  shape  than  ever 
before.  In  our  own  strength  we  cannot  meet  the 
hardships  ahead  of  all  those  who  insist  on  being 
different  in  wartime,  but  we  have  the  resources 
of  our  Christ  to  live  by.  If  the  church  as  a  whole — 
not  just  a  few  persons  or  a  few  groups — deter- 
mines to  use  those  resources,  to  educate  in  the 
light  of  the  gospel  primarily,  to  "count  the  cost" 
and  then  pay  whatever  it  is,  to  live  joyfully  in  the 
midst  of  strain,  the  whole  "family"  will  take  on 
new  life  and  radiance.  And  it  will  sometime  be- 
come a  new  center  for  the  "neighborhood." 

It  is  time  now  to  look  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
family,  and  to  put  to  work  the  fundamental  faith 
of  our  fathers. 

Goshen.  Ind. 


An  Important  Question 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

After  teaching  his  disciples  one  day  Jesus  asked 
them,  "Why  call  ye  me,  Lord.  Lord,  and  do  not 
the  things  which  I  say?"  He  knew  their  thoughts 
and  did  not  need  to  ask  them  for  himself;  perhaps 
they  did  not  realize  their  own  attitude,  and  so 
needed  to  be  stirred  up  and  made  to  think  on  this 
most  vital  matter.  And  the  question  is  just  as 
much  to  be  answered  by  us  as  it  was  by  .the  dis- 
ciples nineteen  hundred  years  ago.  Why  do  we 
profess  to  put  Christ  first  in  our  lives,  and  then 
so  often  consider  ourselves  and  our  desires  before 
we  think  earnestly  and  truly  why  we  do  not  make 
a  better  showing?  We  say  to  ourselves  and  some- 
times to  others  in  public  that  we  have  done  what 
we  should  not,  and  have  left  undone  what  we 
should  have  done. 

But  we  do  not  often  enough  face  ourselves  and 
give  ourselves  as  clear  and  definite  an  answer  as 
we  should.  The  question  must  be  answered  by 
each  one  of  us,  and  there  can  be  no  avoiding  it. 
It  would  be  much  better  for  each  of  us  to  meet  the 
issue  now,  and  be  done  with  it.  The  question 
makes  it  very  plain  to  each  of  us  that  there  is  sin 
back  of  our  neglect  to  do  as  well  as  to  hear  the 
words  of  Jesus.  If  there  had  not  been  this  neglect, 
there  would  have  been  no  occasion  to  ask  the 
question.  James  tells  us  our  position:  "Be  ye 
doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving 
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your  own  selves."  We  may  neglect  the  doing,  and 
then  forget  about  it;  but  God  does  not  forget.  We 
deceive  ourselves  when  we  hope  to  get  by  in  such 
a  way  as  that.  There  will  be  no  mistakes  and  no 
omissions  when  the  great  day  of  auditing  the  books 
of  our  lives  comes. 

We  must  do  the  things  commanded  by  our  Lord, 
as  well  as  call  him  Lord.  If  we  fail  in  the  doing 
it  is  very  good  evidence  that  we  do  not  really  be- 
lieve. If  fully  convinced  that  failure  to  do  all 
means  separation  from  our  Lord,  could  we  be  as 
unconcerned  as  many  appear  to  be?  People  are 
careful  to  be  ready  to  meet  dates  as  they  come, 
and  to  do  the  things  appointed  for  those  days;  but 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  many  will  fail  to  be  ready 
for  the  most  important  date  of  all. 

We  do  not  know  how  many  times  we  shall  be 
asked,  "Why  did  you  do  this?"  or,  "Why  did  you 
leave  that  undone?"  It  is  all  plainly  written  for 
us.  We  need  to  search  the  Scriptures.  It  would  be 
well  if  we  would  read  carefully,  and  note  just  what 
is  given  us  to  do.  The  Old  Law  was  superseded  by 
the  New  Testament.  The  Old  Testament  said, 
"Man  doth  not  live  by  bread  only,  but  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord  doth  man  live."  The  New  Testament  says, 
"Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
In  both  books  the  requirement  is  the  same,  "by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God." 

There  used  to  be  much  said  about  essentials  and 
nonessentials  in  the  Book  of  God.  But  the  Book 
says  there  are  no  nonessentials — every  word  from 
God  must  be  kept.  Persons  sometimes  ask 
whether  one  thinks  that  God  would  condemn  one 
for  failing  to  keep  some  command  that  seemed  un- 
important to  the  man.  Another  question  might 
be  asked  here:  Do  you  think  that  God  would  give 
a  command  he  did  not  mean?  Or  that  he  would 
say  every  word  is  essential,  and  then  say  that 
some  of  them  were  not?  It  is  a  question  of  what 
man  must  do  to  be  saved.  Would  God  tell  him 
something  was  necessary  if  it  were  not?  It  is  not 
to  be  thought  so  for  a  moment.  His  word  is  yea, 
yea,  and  nay,  nay;  it  is  not  yea  and  nay. 

Why  are  those  who  profess  to  believe  on  Jesus 
so  desirous  to  omit  as  many  of  his  commands  as 
they  do  not  like  to  obey?  Is  he  God  and  are  his 
laws  binding,  or  is  he  like  human  lawmakers, 
proclaiming  the  laws  and  leaving  man  to  obey  or 
disobey,  and  then  rewarding  the  obedient  and  the 
disobedient  in  the  same  way?  Our  God  is  not  of 
that  kind.  He  says,  "This  do,  and  live."  And  if  it 
is  not  done  there  is  no  promise  of  living.  The  im- 
portant question  is  still  to  be  answered,  "Why  call 


ye  me,  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I 
say?"  If  he  is  our  Lord,  as  we  profess  him  to  be, 
he  must  be  obeyed;  otherwise  he  is  not  our  Lord  at 
all.  We  cannot  take  part  and  leave  part.  He  is 
not  a  divided  Savior;  he  does  not  belong  partly  to 
earth  and  partly  to  heaven.  His  kingdom  is  not 
of  this  world. 

Most  of  us  have  a  feeling  that  we  are  in  the  lat- 
ter days,  that  it  will  not  be  very  long,  even  as  men 
count  time,  until  the  end  will  be  here,  and  this 
age  will  come  to  an  end.  Blessed  will  they  be 
whom  the  Lord  finds  watching  when  he  comes. 
But  we  cannot  be  ready  unless  we  are  doing  his 
will,  his  will  in  all  things,  obeying  all  his  com- 
mandments. Many  advantages  and  blessings  have 
been  ours.  Will  we  at  the  last  show  ourselves 
worthy  of  them?  Whatever  time  our  age  lasts,  our 
time  as  individuals  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  Let  us 
in  our  last  days  not  be  asking  why  we  should  do 
this  or  that  but  let  us  be  doing  all  that  we  were 
commanded  to  do. 

Rehobeth.  Md. 


The  Narrow  Gate  and  the  Hard  Road 

BY   D.    W.   KURTZ 

Matt.  7:14,  "But  the  gate  is  narrow  and  the  road 
is  hard  that  leads  into  life,  and  there  are  few  that 
find  it." 

The  gate  to  all  truth  is  narrow;  the  gate  to  all 
kinds  of  error  is  wide,  infinitely  wide.  The  nar- 
rowest thing  in  the  world  is  the  multiplication 
table — there  is  just  one  answer  to  each  proposi- 
tion. So  is  the  whole  of  science.  In  physics  and 
chemistry  there  is  just  one  answer  to  each  prob- 
lem. How  narrow!  Why  should  not  a  guess  do? 
But  the  universe  is  so  made  that  it  is  dependable; 
it  behaves  in  a  certain,  definite  way — and  that 
definite  way  is  not  just  any  way.  All  truth  is  nar- 
row. 

The  wrong  way  is  wide;  it  is  infinitely  wide  on 
both  sides  of  the  true  way;  it  is  either  too  much,  or 
too  little,  and  there  is  no  limit  for  the  "too  much" 
or  the  "too  little."  The  broad  road  can  be  found 
without  any  effort  at  all;  any  gambling  chance  will 
hit  the  broad  road,  for  all  the  lower  instincts  are 
on  the  broad  road.  The  natural  man  is  on  the  broad 
road.  He  cannot  miss  the  broad  road  except  the 
true  road  is  shown  him,  and  by  an  act  of  definite 
commitment  he  follows  the  Guide  who  alone 
knows  the  true  road  that  leads  to  life.  The  gate  is 
narrow;  Jesus  alone  is  the  door;  there  is  no  other 
door  that  admits  one  to  the  road  of  life.  There  are 
multiplied  millions  of  other  doors  and  roads — but 
only  one  that  is  right. 

We  are  told  the  true  road  is  hard.    The  old  ver- 
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sion  uses  the  word  "straitened."  This  word  is  not 
used  much  in  the  common  language  of  the  day, 
yet  I  have  heard  the  expression,  "He  is  in  strait- 
ened circumstances."  The  Greek  word  that  de- 
scribes this  road  means  literally  "hard  pressed," 
and  is  usually  translated  in  the  New  Testament  by 
the  words  persecution,  affliction,  distress.  It  is 
a  hard  road  because  it  demands  effort,  self-denial, 
discipline  and  genuine  loyalty.  Only  those  who 
follow  their  Guide  closely  will  find  the  way  into 
life. 

But  is  not  the  road  a  hard  road  to  all  human  ex- 
cellence? Most  of  us  found  the  road  to  an  educa- 
tion pretty  hard:  without  money,  and  friends  to 
encourage  us,  and  difficult  studies  that  demanded 
close  application,  and  the  denial  of  all  temptations 
to  pleasure.  As  far  as  I  was  concerned  it  was  a 
hard  road  to  work  my  way  through  four  years  of 
an  academy,  four  years  of  college,  three  years  of 
seminary,  then  three  years  more  beyond  the  sem- 
inary. I  received  no  money  from  home;  I  had  only 
one  friend  to  encourage  me,  and  many  to  discour- 
age me.  It  was  a  hard  road.  But  today  I  feel  that 
the  very  difficulties  were  blessings  in  disguise. 
God  does  not  want  us  to  be  weaklings,  to  be  nin- 
compoops. He  wants  us  to  be  strong  sons  of  God. 
And  strength  can  only  be  developed  through  hard 
discipline.  This  road  demands  loyalty,  absolute 
loyalty  to  the  one  program  of  our  Lord.  That 
means  self-denial  and  discipline,  the  way  to  ex- 
cellence. 

But  Jesus  also  says,  "My  yoke  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  is  light."  And  all  the  saints  testify  that 
the  yoke  is  easy,  and  the  burden  light.  The  burden 
is  not  light  because  it  is  small,  or  of  no  importance, 
but  love  multiplies  our  strength  so  that  all  bur- 
dens seem  light.  We  are  not  alone  on  the  Way, 
but  we  are  co-workers  with  him  in  the  enterprise 
and  the  great  adventure. 

The  true  saints  have  experienced  the  fact  that 

Bits  of  Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

Two  Chinese  sat  over  in  a  corner.  Other  train 
passengers  were  playing  games,  talking  politics, 
even  singing.  They  silently  looked  out  the  win- 
dow. 

A  business  executive  noticed  them.  Having  rep- 
resented his  firm  in  China  he  understood  their 
aloofness,  so  invited  them  to  dinner. 

At  their  table,  fifteen  minutes  later,  two  happy 
Chinese  were  in  lively  conversation  with  the  man 
who  understood  and  did  his  "bit." 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


the  gate  is  narrow,  and  the  way  hard,  and  also  that 
love  for  their  Lord  made  the  yoke  easy  and  the 
burden  light,  and  the  Way  led  to  the  life  of  joy 
and  peace  and  victory. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


There  Are  Two  Kingdoms 

BY    I.    N.    H.    BEAHM 

The  majestic  figure  whom  we  know  familiarly 
as  John  the  Baptist  said,  "Repent  ye  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  at  hand"  (Matt.  3:2).  And  the 
blessed  Christ,  the  great  successor  of  John  the 
Baptist,  said  likewise,  or  Matt.  4: 17  reads:  "From 
that  time  Jesus  began  to  preach,  and  to  say,  Re- 
pent for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand." 

A  new  era  and  a  new  dispensation  were  dawn- 
ing upon  the  human  race.  Jesus  was  under  the 
law  until  he  died  on  the  cross;  and,  therefore,  he 
had  to  die — because  the  law  was  the  covenant  of 
death.  However,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  began  on 
earth  with  John  the  Baptist,  and  the  Mosaic  dis- 
pensation ended  with  the  death  of  Jesus  on  the 
cross.  We  see,  therefore,  that  the  Mosaic  dispensa- 
tion and  the  Christian  dispensation  were  netted 
together  like  the  sutures  of  the  human  skull  or 
somewhat  in  dovetailed  form.  In  fact  they  lapped. 
The  kingdom  of  heaven  grew  out  of  the  law  per- 
iod. The  gospel  succeeded  the  law.  First,  God 
manifested  his  wisdom  in  truth  and  justice;  and 
second,  he  manifested  his  wisdom  in  truth  and 
love. 

The  kingdom  of  law  was  "an  eye  for  an  eye  and 
a  tooth  for  a  tooth."  War  grew  or  grows  out  of  a 
consciousness  of  justice,  rightly  or  wrongly  under- 
stood; but  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  the  kingdom 
of  love,  where  each  does  no  violence  to  his  fellow 
man.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  the  kingdom  of 
peace  and  of  righteousness. 

Jesus  said  on  one  occasion,  "My  kingdom  is  not 
of  this  world.  If  it  were,  then  would  my  servants 
fight."  This  shows  very  clearly  that  the  use  of  the 
sword  and  the  terrific  game  of  fighting  belongs 
potentially  to  the  kingdom  of  this  world,  but  that 
nonbelligerency  with  carnal  weapons  specifically 
and  primarily  belongs  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
on  earth.  It  is  true,  however,  that  in  teaching 
school,  the  teacher  used  corporal  punishment  the 
first  year.  Then  less  the  second  year.  From  that 
onward,  corporal  punishment  vanished.  So  it 
should  be  in  national  affairs.  Wisdom  and  di- 
plomacy should  eliminate  all  war  physically. 

It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  discuss  the  terrors  and 
horrors  and  destructiveness  of  life  and  property 
and  morals,  but  it  remains  for  the  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  keep  the  two  kingdoms  before  the 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— April  26,  1941 


people  and  to  show  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
and  the  kingdom  of  this  world  are  two  separate  in- 
stitutions, two  separate  kingdoms.  Therefore,  the 
New  Testament  urges  that  the  weapons  of  our 
warfare  are  not  carnal  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

According  to  Romans  13  it  is  clear  that  the  king- 
dom of  this  world  is  a  divine  institution,  but  we 
recognize  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  a  greater 
and  still  more  divine  institution.  It  is  in  this 
world  and  yet  not  of  this  world.  The  kingdom  of 
this  world  may  use  force  by  carnal  weapons,  as 
St.  Paul  allows,  but  the  kingdom  of  heaven  uses 
only  the  power  of  persuasion  and  instruction  by 
way  of  truth  and  love  and  direct  obedience  to  the 
rules  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  church  does  not  seek  to  control  the  world 
except  by  way  of  teaching  and  preaching  and  liv- 
ing. Again,  is  not  the  United  States  the  only 
country  that  really  separates  church  from  state? 
It  was  Thomas  Jefferson  who  wanted  to  be  remem- 
bered in  the  future  by  three  things:  (1)  that  he 
was  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 

The  Land  of  My  Dreams 

BY  ROBERT   BYRD 

There's  a  beautiful  place  in  the  land  of  my  dreams, 

And  I  long  for  its  comforting  smile. 

I  can  see  it,  but  now  in  my  visions  it  seems 

Tis  the  land  of  the  After-a-While. 

It  is  all  that  I've  dreamed  of  a  heaven  most  high 

With  a  fellowship  lovely  and  sweet, 

But  sages  still  call  it  the  Sweet  Bye  and  Bye 

Where  God  and  the  spirit  shall  meet. 

We  have  wonderful  plans  for  the  land  of  our  dreams, 

And  oft  at  its  altars  we  pray. 

We  see  but  in  fancy  its  radiant  beams, 

Forgetting  the  world  of  today. 

We  dream  of  the  time  when  the  kingdom  of  God 

Will  come  and  abide  among  men, 

Where  all  will  be  one  in  a  great  brotherhood 

And  with  infinite  glory  within. 

I  wonder,  I  must  as  my  spirit  fires  burn, 

Can  it  be  we  have  wandered  astray? 

Oh,  may  it  not  be  that  the  land  of  our  dreams 

Should  be  built  in  the  Land  of  Today? 

Is  it  but  a  dream,  or  a  fancy  I  ween, 

Of  a  wonderful  far-away  land? 

Or  may  we  not  build  it  with  effort  and  love, 

The  kingdom  of  heaven  at  hand? 

God,  grant  us  the  courage  to  labor  and  bleed! 

And  let  not  our  dreams  be  apart. 

May  our  efforts  be  spent  in  the  ocean  of  need 

With  the  will  of  God  first  in  the  heart. 

And  though  we  may  dream  of  the  After-a- While, 

And  plan  as  the  mystics  have  planned, 

God  grant  us  the  courage  to  work  with  a  smile 

For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  at  hand. 

Junior,  W.  Va. 


dence;  (2)  that  he  was  the  author  of  the  statute 
for  freedom  of  religion  in  Virginia;  (3)  that  he 
was  the  founder  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  It 
was  he,  and  the  great  state  of  Virginia,  who  led  in 
putting  the  American  Bill  of  Rights  into  the  Amer- 
ican Constitution — that  is,  the  first  ten  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  and  the  first  of  these 
ten  amendments  expressly  and  positively  cuts  the 
United  States  in  clean  separation  from  religion. 
This  first  amendment  makes  a  state  religion  im- 
possible; it  is  the  guarantee  of  absolute  freedom 
in  religion.  In  fact,  the  United  States  through 
colonial  development  was  conceived  and  devel- 
oped for  the  sake  of  religion.  Also,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  his  message  to  Congress 
on  the  state  of  the  nation,  Jan.  5,  1941,  was  out- 
standing and  positive  on  freedom  in  religion  as 
among  other  freedoms  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and 
in  the  pursuits  and  happiness  of  life.  I  do  not 
have  to  buy  my  religious  freedom.  I  was  born 
with  it  under  the  Constitution.  I  grant  the  carnal 
weapon  to  the  kingdom  of  this  world,  by  Christ 
and  Paul  to  the  civil  government  of  the  United 
States.  The  United  States  guarantees  my  religious 
conscience  and  religious  freedom.  Uncle  Sam  and 
I  understand  each  other.  I  let  him  alone  directly, 
and  he  lets  me  alone  when  it  comes  to  any  clash 
on  civil  affairs  and  church  affairs.  I  like  Uncle 
Sam,  and  he  likes  me.  John  the  Baptist,  in  his 
first  statement  to  the  soldiers,  said,  "Do  violence 
to  no  man,"  and  this  was  a  part  of  his  message  to 
the  soldier  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  did  not 
quit  my  soldiering  when  I  joined  the  church.  I 
changed  only  my  attitude  of  mind  and  my  actions 
and  my  weapons,  and  thus  do  violence  to  no  man. 
As  a  soldier  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  I  am  to 
serve  everybody  and  harm  nobody,  but  in  the 
kingdom  of  this  world,  we  seem  yet  to  need  police 
for  the  city,  militia  for  the  state,  and  a  standing 
army  for  the  nation. 

Some  time  ago  a  certain  group  of  good  brethren 
said,  "All  war  is  sin."  They  met  some  pointed 
opposition  on  this,  and  yet  they  prevailed.  Sever- 
al years  passed  by,  and  they  softened  down  by 
saying,  "We  believe  all  war  is  sin."  Again,  they 
met  some  pointed  opposition  but  prevailed.  In  the 
month  of  December,  1940,  some  of  these  same  wise 
and  zealous  defenders  of  the  Christian  faith  had 
a  conference,  but  this  time  they  did  not  propose 
to  classify  war  on  the  basis  of  sin  or  no  sin.  They 
are  yielding  inch  by  inch,  and  they  are  consciously 
or  unconsciously  recognizing  that  the  disciple  of 
Jesus  Christ  must  win  his  battles  by  regeneration, 
truth,  love,  and  obedience  to  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  and  to  win  on  the  basis  of  this  new  and 
gospel  kingdom.    War  is  to  be  eliminated  finally 
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by  light  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  and  truth  and 
love  and  mercy  and  humanitarianism  through  sci- 
ence and  art  and  experience.  So  the  tendency  of 
the  kingdom  of  this  world  should  be  and  is  to  catch 
up  with  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  regeneration 
and  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord. 

Question:  If  we  take  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment, are  we  not  of  the  government?  We  are  of 
the  government  in  the  sense  of  taxes  and  diligence 
and  true  neighborship.  But  however  difficult  this 
question  is,  it  is  true  that  we  may  be  in  the  war 
without  being  of  the  war.  Just  as  Jesus  said,  "We 
are  in  the  world  but  not  of  the  world."  If  this 
humble  writer  is  wrong  in  this  presentation  of 
the  two  kingdoms,  he  prays  for  enlightenment 
from  the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures. 

Nokesville.  Va. 


David   Long — Pathfinder  in  Maryland 

BY  J.   M.   HENRY 

Members  of  the  Society  of  Dunkers  settled  out  on  the 
frontiers  along  the  Cumberland  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  as 
early  as  1742.  Some  pioneer  families  moved  down  the 
beaten  trail  along  the  Conococheague  and  Antietam 
creeks  into  Maryland.  Two  great  pioneer  preachers, 
Martin  Urner  and  George  Adam  Martin,  visited  these 
early  settlements  and  preached  in  the  homes  where  ac- 
commodations were  available.  The  first  person  baptized 
in  this  area,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  a  young  Sister 
Angle  who  was  only  about  sixteen  years  old. 

A  few  years  later  she  was  married  to  Jacob  Brombach 
(Brumbaugh),  one  of  the  great  men  of  his  day.  Tradi- 
tion, well  established,  says  that  Generals  Edward  Brad- 
dock  and  George  Washington  spent  the  night — probably 
by  invitation — with  Jacob  Brombach  about  April  30, 
1755. 

George  Adam  Martin  was  later  assisted  in  his  mis- 
sionary work  by  Conrad  Beissel.  Services  were  being 
held  July  26,  1764,  in  the  Antietam  community  when  a 
post-rider  came  galloping  to  the  meeting  place  and  an- 
nounced that  a  teacher,  Enoch  Brown,  and  nine  of  his 
ten  pupils  had  been  massacred  by  the  Indians  near  the 
present  site  of  Greencastle,  Pa.  Conrad  Beissel  coun- 
seled his  hearers  to  trust  in  God  and  not  resort  to  the 
use  of  arms  for  protection. 

Only  one  pupil  escaped  to  tell  the  tragic  story.  Archie 
McCullough  fled,  and  supposedly  escaped  into  the  forest 
with  the  whoop  of  Indian  pursuers  ringing  in  his  ears. 
He  lived  to  be  an  old  man  but  it  is  said  that  the  injuries 
received  and  the  horrifying  fear  affected  his  mentality 
throughout  his  long  life. 

George  Adam  Martin  was  succeeded  by  Nicholas  Mar- 
tin, and  he  in  turn  by  his  son,  Nicholas,  David  Long, 
and  a  Brother  Ohlinger.  A  brief  account  of  the  life  and 
work  of  Pathfinder  David  Long  was  published  a  few 
years  ago  in  the  History  of  the  Brethren  in  Maryland  but 
additional  data  has  been  discovered  by  Samuel  Lindsay, 
who  has  recently  written  a  new  account  of  the  Broad- 
fording  church  in  Maryland.  The  writer  is  indebted  to 
him  for  facts  unknown  before  about  David  Long. 

This  great  preacher  was  married  to  Catherine  Reich- 


ard,  daughter  of  the  old  pietistic  pathfinder,  Jacob 
Reichard.  In  his  will,  probated  March  14,  1808,  Jacob 
Reichard  mentions  his  daughter,  Catherine,  and  further 
stipulates  that  "I  give  and  bequeath  unto  all  denomina- 
tions for  the  poor  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  David  Long  or  his  successor  for  them 
to  distribute  the  same  among  the  poor  and  needy  at 
their  direction." 

David  Long  must  have  been  married  three  times  from 
data  recently  discovered.  His  first  wife,  Catherine,  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  buried  in  the  family  burying  ground 
on  the  farm  of  her  brother,  Daniel  Reichard,  in  whose 
home  the  Annual  Meeting  was  held.  1826,  near  the 
Salem  Reformed  church  about  six  miles  west  of  Hagers- 
town,  Md.  The  gravestones  have  been  removed  and  no 
mark  has  been  found  of  the  resting  place  of  Catherine 
Long  but  the  tradition  is  that  she  was  buried  there 
while  David  Long  is  buried  one-fourth  mile  east  of  the 
Broadfording  church.  His  second  wife,  Elizabeth,  died 
May  15,  1815,  and  is  buried  by  his  side.  The  graveyard 
is  located  not  far  from  the  Old  Mill  where  it  is  supposed 
D.  L.  Miller  of  beloved  memory  was  born.  David  Long 
passed  to  his  reward  June  13,  1816. 

In  his  will  made  May  18,  1816,  David  Long  stipulated 
that  his  wife,  Susanna,  was  to  get  one  third  of  his  estate 
and  his  riding  horse.  Bequests  were  made  to  his  rela- 
tives but  no  children  of  his  own  are  mentioned.  How- 
ever, it  is  stated  that  bequests  would  be  void  if  heirs 
were  born  to  his  wife,  Susanna.  One  exception  in  the 
will  was  made — the  part  to  Lydia  Slutzman  should  stand 
as  willed. 

The  family  owning  the  farm  where  David  Long  is 
buried  relates  a  tradition  to  the  effect  that  the  first  house 
built  on  this  farm  was  erected  by  David  Long  and  was 
a  log-bodied  structure.  About  ten  years  before  the  Civil 
War  this  farm  passed  into  the  hands  of  Jacob  Martin  of 
the  Mennonite  Church.  He  passed  it  on  to  his  son, 
Henry  Martin.  The  present  owner  is  Harry  Martin, 
grandson  of  Jacob. 

David  Long  was  a  great  leader  in  the  later  colonial 
era.  He  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  churches  of 
his  day.  He  had  much  to  do  with  the  delicate  problem 
of  making  the  dividing  line  between  the  churches  hav- 
ing membership  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  The 
committee  sent  by  Annual  Conference  in  1810  to  effect 


The  Universe 

BY  MIRIAM  HOHF 

There   is  glory  of   heaven   on   this  earth   of  ours. 
Yet  we  sit  at  home  and   scorn  at  life   as   the   hater   scorns  love. 
Beauty  is  about  us  everlasting. 

Only  by  opening  our  hearts  and  minds  to  beautiful  thoughts 
Can  we  appreciate  what  beauty  God  has  wrought  for  us. 
Nature  can  by  every  eye  be  seen,  and  is  glorified 
In  the  sight  of  those  who  love  the  best  in  life. 
Seas  roll  on  in  endless   time. 
The  sky  is  the  roof  of  the  world; 
Under  it  nature  and  her  beauty  slumbers, 
Never   disturbed   by    the   evil   trespassing   upon   it, 
But  taking  its  beating  as  a  helpless  creature  by  its  master. 
Cool  as   the   ice   it  helps   to  form. 
The  wind  a  spirit,  a  ghost,  a  whisper,   a  hush. 
Gathers   in   folds   to  blow   in  harmony   of   tune. 
And  goes  singing  past  our  ears. 

But  where  it  comes  from,  where  it  goes,  no  one  ever  knows. 
As  the  wind,  the  Spirit  of  God  watches  over  his  children. 
They  are  now,  and  always  will  be,  the  faithless,  hopeless  flock 
Wandering,  some  in  pastures  of  scorn,  crouching,  tired  and  worn 
Hugging   the  rugged   earth,   their   home    and   universe. 
Brodbeck.  Pa. 
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the  division  and  oversight  of  the  above-mentioned  mem- 
bership, was  composed  of  Henry  Danner,  Herman  Blos- 
ser  and  Martin  Garber.  The  writer  found  the  original 
report  of  this  committee  in  his  research  some  years  ago. 
It  was  dated  August  10,  1810.  At  that  time  Nicholas 
Martin  was  presiding  elder  of  the  old  Conococheague 
■church  and  David  Long  was  assistant  elder.  This  great 
pathfinder  passed  to  his  reward  in  the  prime  of  life  at 
the  age  of  only  54  but  as  a  pioneer  he  had  builded  better 
.than  he  knew. 
Bridgewater,    Va. 


My  Peace  Convictions 

BY  G.  O.  STUTSMAN 
I.    My  Religious  Convictions 

„A.  Sanctity  of  Human  Life 

1.  God  alone  can  give  life,  therefore,  he  alone  has 
the  right  to  take  it. 

(a)  Regardless  of  the  sinfulness  of  man,  he  may 
repent,  may  be  reformed. 

(b)  The  time  for  repentance  is  during  the  natural 
life;  God  alone  should  say  when  the  time  of  this  op- 
portunity is  past. 

2.  Murder  cannot  be  licensed.  Nor  can  moral  law 
be  changed  to  meet  some  present  condition. 

(a)  Such  an  assumption  destroys  all  moral  law  and 
declares  it  unable  to  cope  with  human  need. 

(b)  We  would  not  accept  this  idea  for  other  moral 
laws. 

B.  Jesus  Is  Our  Teacher 

1.  His  concern  for  physical  life  is  taught  in  every 
word  and  act.  He  healed  the  sick,  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
blind,  fed  the  hungry;  in  fact,  did  everything  he  could 
to  give  people  the  best  in  physical  life. 

2.  His  attitude  and  teaching  toward  enemies  is  shown 
as  follows:  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do."  "If  thy  enemy  hunger  feed  him."  "If  ye 
love  only  those  that  love  you,  what  do  ye  more  than 
others?"     "I  say  unto  you,   Love  your  enemies." 

My  most  fantastic  imagination  cannot  visualize  Jesus 
as  a  soldier  using  a  gun,  a  bomb  or  a  bayonet  to  take 
life. 

3.  Moral  suasion,  not  physical  force,  should  be  the 
correcting  influence  for  society. 

(a)  Man  as  a  free  moral  agent  must  choose  the  way 
he  shall  go  and  reap  the  rewards  or  suffer  the  results 
of  such  choice.  "Come  after  me."  "Take  up  thy 
cross." 

(b)  Did  he  use  physical  force?  They  that  sought 
him  fell  backward;  but  although  he  manifested  his 
power,  he  would  not  use  it,  but  allowed  them  to  take 
him  and  kill  him.  He  made  a  whip  of  cords  and  drove 
out  the  sheep  and  oxen,  but  there  is  no  record  that  he 
struck  a  man,  much  less  took  his  life. 

4.  Was  his  day  comparable  to  our  day? 

(a)  He  was  born  and  lived  his  entire  life  in  a  na- 
tion invaded  and  controlled  by  another.  Soldiers  were 
in  every  large  city  in  control  of  the  acts  of  every  citi- 
zen. Taxes  were  collected  to  support  an  enemy  nation 
ruled  by  a  dictator  of  the  worst  kind. 

(b)  He  was  looked  to  as  the  One  who  might  deliver 
Israel  from  these  oppressors,  and  they  turned  away 
when  he  refused  this  office  and  taught  that  the  way  of 
love  is  the  way  of  life. 

(c)  He  did  not  approve  of  the  invading  armies,  but 


taught  that  every  freedom  is  obtained  by  convincing 
men  that  the  real  force  of  life  is  godliness  and  truth 
expressed  in  love  and  fellowship. 

II.    My  Altitude  Toward  Government 

A.  Organized  Government  Is  God's  Way  of  Controlling 
Society  (Rom.  13) 

1.  This  does  not  mean  that  God  approves  of  all  the 
acts  of  any  or  all  governments. 

2.  This  is  God's  way  of  controlling  and  organizing 
society,  and  of  giving  people  opportunities  for  devel- 
opment. 

B.  My  Own  Government 

1.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  in  fundamental  prin- 
ciples yet  devised  to  govern  men.  It  conforms  to  the 
teaching  of  the  New  Testament  more  nearly  than  any 
other. 

(a)  It  gives  opportunity  for  individual  development, 
which  is  the  highest  purpose  in  life. 

(b)  It  provides  that  all  may  have  a  part  in  a  govern- 
ment "of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people." 

2.  I  desire  to  give  of  my  best  to  my  country — 

(a)  To  serve  in  a  constructive  way  as  much  as 
possible.  I  would  not  flee  from  hardships  or  physical 
dangers. 

(b)  I  would  be  amenable  to  all  its  demands  unless 
they  are  contrary  to  God's  command,  in  which  case  I 
must  choose  to  "obey  God  rather  than  man." 

III.    Shall  Physical  Force  Be  an  Element  in  the 
Operations  of  Organized  Society? 

A.  The  Purpose  of  the  Use  of  Physical  Force  Should 
Be  to  Restrain  Until  by  Choice  Man  Selects  the  Bet- 
ter Way 

Examples:  A  child  is  physically  restrained  from 
playing  with  fire  or  taking  a  playmate's  toys  until  he 
learns  a  better  way.  A  criminal  is  placed  in  prison  for 
a  time  that  he  may  understand  and  choose  a  better 
way  of  citizenship. 

B.  Police  and  Soldiers 

1.  Police  are  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property. 
Some  of  the  world's  best  systems  do  not  arm  their 
force  so  as  to  take  life.  The  entire  training  has  in 
view  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  and  respect  for 
property  rights. 

2.  A  soldier's  training  is  for  the  destruction  of  life 
and  all  property  that  may  be  of  any  use  to  the  enemy. 
The  property  rights  of  the  enemy  are  disregarded. 
The  soldier  must  learn  to  hate  his  enemies,  or  he  can 
hardly  be  considered  a  good  soldier. 

IV.     My  Conduct 

A.  Shall  I  Take  Life  in  Self-Defence  or  Defence  of 
Loved  Ones? 

1.  Did  Jesus?  He  must  be  my  practical  example  at 
all  times,  or  not  at  all. 

2.  Which  is  best  in  the  largest  consideration,  that  a 
good  man  die  or  an  evil?  The  good  man  is  prepared. 
The  evil  one  may  yet  repent.  If  it  is  wrong  to  kill, 
then  the  good  man  may  become  evil.  The  evil  man 
dead  has  no  chance  to  repent.  God  alone  should  de- 
cide when  his  time  of  opportunity  is  past.  Under  this 
condition  I  would  use  physical  force  to  restrain  an  in- 
tended criminal  assault  not  only  for  my  own  safety 
but  that  the  criminal  might  yet  be  kept  from  the  act  of 
sin  until  he  learned  a  better  way  of  life.     This  is  my 
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ideal.  No  man  knows  how  he  will  stand  in  the  hour  of 
temptation.  But  no  man  will  rise  above  the  ideals  of 
his  best  thinking  in  hours  of  calm  consideration. 

B.  What  Shall  I  Do  to  Help  in  Bringing  Righteousness 
Upon  the  Earth? 

1.  Teach  and  live.  Sow  the  seed  and  some  will  fall 
on  good  soil  and  bring  a  harvest.  Persuasion  by  love 
and  truth  must  conquer,  or  all  is  lost.  War  only  in- 
tensifies the  problems  of  the  world.  Force  only  de- 
cides which  brute  is  the  stronger.  Prove  this  truth  by 
living  to  show  that  love  and  fellowship  is  the  way  of 
life. 

2.  Active  participation.  Make  operative  the  force  of 
love  and  brotherhood  by  infusing  them  into  the  rela- 
tions between  capital  and  labor,  between  the  different 
races,  in  every  area  of  life.  By  this  make  war  im- 
possible because  man  is  to  learn  to  love  his  neighbors 
as  himself. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


"What  I'd  Like  to  Find  in  the  Membership" 

BY  C.  NOBLE  STUTSMAN 
Given  at  an  Oregon  Church-at-Work  Conference 
In  the  consideration  of  the  topic,  My  Wish  for  My 
People,  I  feel  that  my  very  best  answer  to  the  query  is 
summarized  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in  Eph.  3:14-19.  With 
him,  I  believe  I  can  truthfully  say  that  my  first  desire 
for  you,  my  people,  is  that  you  "be  strong."  But  we 
qualify  this  by  the  expression,  "in  the  inner  man,"  the 
bona  fide  spiritual  personality  residing  within  your 
physical  body.  And  we  also  specify  that  our  expecta- 
tion is  that  this  can  be  accomplished  only  "by  his  Spir- 
it," the  true  source  of  all  blessings  religious  and  divine, 
for  his  resources  are  unlimited. 

We  long,  too,  that  you  "be  truly  Christ's,"  or  Christian 
by  the  actual  presence  of  the  indwelling  Christ,  through 
faith,  which  is  the  only  door  by  which  he  will  enter, 
and  by  faith,  which  is  the  process  of  his  entry.  We 
would  that  you  should  "know  the  love  of  Christ,"  com- 
prehend something  of  its  boundless  and  oceanlike  pres- 
ence all  around  us,  live  in  and  upon  it  as  having  your 
roots  reaching  down  into  its  fathomless  supply  for  the 
amount  and  the  type  of  food  best  adapted  to  your  souls' 
growth. 

Yes,  we  would  desire  that  you  be  actually  "filled  with 
the  fullness  of  God."  But  one  will  say,  "What  is  that?" 
And  at  once  we  are  reminded  that  "in  Christ  dwelleth 
all  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily"  (Col.  2: 9). 
Whatever  Christ  was  and  is,  that  is  the  fullness  of  God. 
We  are  told  that  "God  is  love,"  and  we  understand  that 
Christ  is  the  literal  embodiment  of  such  love  so  that  it 
may  become  visible  to  us.  We  read  that  "God  is  light," 
while  in  Christ  we  see  manifested  that  light  for  all 
men  on  matters  moral,  ethical,  religious,  or  spiritual. 
We  find  God  represented  to  be  a  "God  of  order,  not  con- 
fusion." In  Christ  we  find  order  and  harmony  exempli- 
fied by  implicit  obedience,  by  a  full  and  complete  sur- 
render of  the  personal  will,  by  a  submission  which  is 
far  from  slavish,  but  which  is  perfectly  synchronized 
as  to  time  and  purpose  and  method.  "Not  my  will  but 
thine  be  done."  The  kingdom  of  God,  which  Christ 
brought  to  earth,  is  "righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost"  (Rom.  14:  17).  These  are  embodied  in 
Christ's  own  person,  and  are  parts  of  the  fullness  of 
God. 


What,  then,  are  the  specific  marks  or  evidences  by 
which  we  may  definitely  be  able  to  identify  this  "full- 
ness of  God"  in  a  group  in  our  present  day?  Among  the 
many  which  might  be  presented,  we  select  but  a  repre- 
sentative few  for  our  consideration  here. 

First,  there  will  be  evidences  of  a  bona  fide  desire  to 
be  fed  with  unadulterated  mental  milk,  "the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word."  Too  often  those  who  would  be  called 
Christian  say  to  their  ministers,  in  effect  if  not  in  words, 
"Prophesy  not  unto  us  right  things,  but  speak  unto  us 
smooth  things.    Prophesy  deceits"  (Isa.  30: 10). 

Second,  there  will  appear  evidences  of  growth,  of  ad- 
vance toward  maturity,  with  the  ability  to  "eat  meat" 
rather  than  always  remain  infants.  Especially  is  this 
needed  in  the  realm  of  morals  and  ethics.  It  is  unfair 
to  your  minister  if  he  seems  compelled  to  continue  in- 
definitely in  instructing  you  in  "the  principles,"  when 
he  ought  to  be  able  to  lead  you  forward  "unto  perfec- 
tion" (Heb.  5:  14). 

Third,  this  growth  in  fullness  will  result  in  regularity 
of  attendance  upon  the  seasons  of  public  assembly,  es- 
pecially in  times  of  stress,  of  temptation,  of  threatening 
apostasy.  It  might  be  well  to  remark  in  this  connection 
that  this  attendance  will  also  be  marked  by  behavior  "as 
becometh  people  professing  Godliness."  If  the  mem- 
bers comprise  a  congregation  that  shows  itself  attentive 
and  expectant,  that  very  fact  becomes  a  source  of  en- 
couragement to  your  minister,  and  he  will  strive  the 
more  to  bring  forth  the  treasures  "both  new  and  old"  by 
which  your  expectancy  shall  not  have  been  in  vain. 

Fourth,  there  will  appear  a  definite  "lay-by"  plan  of 
financial  matters:  one  which  includes  regularity,  as  "on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,"  and  proportional  or  fractional 
computation,  "as  God  has  prospered  you."  This  "busi- 
ness way"  of  dealing  with  the  financial  affairs  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  will  also  come  to  be  followed  by 
the  group  as  a  whole,  so  there  shall  be  no  longer  that 
element  of  haphazard  unpreparedness  concerning  hon- 
est liabilities  of  the  church. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  we  will  expect  to  find  an 
ever-increasing  "adornment."  When  the  apostle  ad- 
vises that  the  saints  "adorn  the  doctrine  of  God,"  he 
meant  to  put  it  in  a  position  and  condition  of  honor. 
This  is  true  of  the  organization  known  as  the  church — 
"the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth" — as  it  is  also  true 
of  the  house  in  which  we  meet.  Let  me  plead  that  you 
be  mindful  of  your  private  life,  of  your  emotions,  your 
reactions,  your  desires  or  ambitions,  in  order  that  they 
adorn  your  Christian  profession.  Your  public  life  is 
more  particularly  a  matter  of  actions,  attitudes,  associa- 
tions and  platforms,  but  is  none  the  less  effective  as 
adornment  of  your  profession.  Your  home  relationships, 
your  occupations,  physical  environment — these  all  need 
to  be  kept  in  a  position  and  condition  of  honor.  The 
physical  condition  of  the  church  plant,  its  arrangement, 
equipment,  etc.,  may  speak  to  some  folks  as  loud  as  the 
procedures,  program,  or  personnel  of  the  organization 
speaks  to  others.  And,  "above  all  these  things,  put  on 
Charity,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness." 

Grants  Pass,  Ore. 


If  Jesus  lived  in  the  church  today 
Where  people  might  know  and  see, 
O  King  of  muses,  reveal,  I  pray, 
What  a  'wonderful  church  'twould  be. 

— Robert  Byrd. 
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Glimpses  Into  Vyara  Station  History 

BY  KATHRYN  KIRACOFE 

In  May  of  1905  Brother  and  Sister  Ross  opened  up 
Vyara  station.  Vyara  territory  contains  140,000  or  more 
people  living  in  some  400  villages.  Brother  and  Sister 
Ross,  with  an  Indian  helper,  laid  a  solid  foundation  for 
the  work  here  by  their  faithful  early  witness  among  the 
people.  Ministering  to  their  physical  needs  they  gained 
their  confidence.  Medical  work  has  always  claimed 
some  of  the  time  of  every  missionary  living  at  Vyara. 

In  the  early  part  of  1909  the  first  fruits  were  reaped 
when  one  soul  accepted  Christ  through  baptism.  Dur- 
ing the  year  several  others  came.  In  December  of  the 
same  year  the  first  church  was  organized.  Now  there 
are  five  organized  churches  in  the  Vyara  territory  with  a 
total  membership  of  approximately  2,665. 

In  the  1912  report  one  can  read:  "During  the  year 
167  were  baptized.  .  .  .  Our  adversaries!  Here  are  a 
few  of  them — liquor,  idolatry,  superstition,  ignorance 
and  indifference.  Not  a  man  or  woman  is  ever  bap- 
tized, of  course,  who  does  not  wholly  denounce  these 
things  and  promise  faithfully  to  attend  religious  serv- 
ices. But  when  one  has  to  reckon  with  the  liquor  seller 
who  will  freely  give  the  vile  stuff  in  order  to  form  the 
habit,  the  money  lender  who  takes  25%  interest  and 
more,  one  and  all  of  whom  oppress  these  people,  one 
wonders  how  they  live  at  all.  In  one  village,  however, 
where  nearly  all  the  men  are  Christians,  the  liquor  seller 
recently  told  our  workers  that  he  had  sold  only  two 
cents  worth  all  day.  In  another  Christian  village,  in- 
stead of  drinking  liquor  and  dancing  at  the  time  of  wed- 
dings and  births  and  other  festive  occasions,  the  people 
now  have  begun  presenting  sugar  and  other  sweets  to 
everybody  as  a  token  of  their  joy." 

Bro.  Blough  writes  (1926),  "In  this  district  there  are 
weekly  bazaars,  and  in  them  we  have  a  fine  opportunity 
to  reach  many  people.  They  will  come  to  listen  for  an 
hour  or  so  gladly,  and  then  go  on  with  their  buying. 
Two  days  the  rain  hindered  us.  One  evening  it  began  to 
rain  when  we  were  just  half  through  the  meeting.  You 
know  our  audiences  sit  in  the  open  on  the  ground.  An- 
other evening  it  rained  at  five  o'clock  and  we  supposed 
that  we  could  not  have  a  meeting,  but  groups  of  people 
came  and  sat  around  the  tent  waiting  for  us  to  begin. 
So  we  had  a  meeting  for  an  hour  and  a  half.    And  150 


people  sat  on  the  wet  ground  and  listened  to  our  songs 
and  sermons.  Such  eagerness  makes  one's  heart  rejoice. 
"The  month  of  February  is  the  time  for  special  evan- 
gelistic efforts  in  our  Indian  churches.  Every  Christian 
is  urged  to  contribute  in  some  way,  each  one  according 
to  his  ability.  From  the  Vyara  church  ten  groups  went 
out  into  surrounding  villages.  The  equipment  consisted 
of  the  Word  of  God,  Sunday-school  picture  rolls  to  il- 
lustrate the  Bible  stories,  and  a  few  Indian  musical  in- 
struments. At  the  end  of  the  month  there  was  a  report 
given  to  the  church  of  the  work  done.  There  was  great 
enthusiasm  in  this  meeting  and  great  joy.  The  last  week 
was  given  to  prayer  and  fasting,  followed  by  special  of- 
ferings for  the  Lord's  work." 

For  1931  we  read:  "We  finished  the  new  Vyara  church 
building  this  year.  The  Vyara  members,  with  the 
splendid  co-operation  of  non-Christians  of  Vyara  town, 
raised  the  balance  of  their  pledge  of  one  fourth  of  the 
entire  cost  of  the  building.  .  .  .  One  of  the  town  mer- 
chants presented  a  beautiful  Gujarati  pulpit  Bible  to  the 
church  on  the  day  of  dedication. 

"We  would  have  the  home  church  believe  as  we  do, 
that  it  is  better  farther  on.  For  while  things  are  far  from 
ideal  at  this  station,  on  the  whole  the  work  is  progress- 
ing and  hopeful.  And  we  go  forward  trusting  him  whose 
we  are  and  for  whom  we  witness." 


Then  and  Now  in  Travel 

BY  ELLA  EBBERT 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  Florence  B.  Pittenger 
wrote  as  follows: 

"On  Tuesday  we  left  Ahwa  with  two  ox  carts,  a  horse 
and  four  men.  We  were  from  8  A.M.  until  5  P.M.  getting 
to  our  first  stopping  place.  The  oxen  were  unhitched 
and  turned  loose  to  graze.  In  half  an  hour  a  cobra  had 
bitten  the  best  one  and  he  died.  Three  of  our  men  spent 
nearly  all  night  hunting  another  ox.  The  next  day 
about  one  o'clock  we  came  to  the  largest  river  of  the 
journey.  Nearly  all  the  men  and  boys  of  the  village  we 
had  just  passed  came  to  help  us  across  the  high  water. 
All  our  luggage  was  unloaded  and  our  empty  carts  were 
taken  over  first.  Four  men  hung  on  to  each  side  of  the 
cart  to  keep  it  from  washing  away.  Next  came  my  turn. 
One  of  the  best  swimmers  tied  about  a  dozen  gourds 
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around  his  waist.  I  was  placed  on  his  back  and  held  to 
his  neck.  Then  eight  other  men,  four  on  each  side,  took 
hold  of  the  man  and  all  swam  across,  dragging  him  and 
his  burden.  Our  weight  took  us  into  the  water  to  our 
armpits.  On  the  other  side  I  waited,  breathlessly  watch- 
ing my  husband  and  little  boy  being  brought  over.  It 
took  in  all  about  two  hours  to  cross  the  river,  and  it 
was  long  after  dark  when  we  reached  our  camping 
place  for  the  night.  Thursday  we  traveled,  Friday  we 
traveled,  and  Saturday  morning  we  had  eight  miles  to 
go  to  get  to  the  railway  station.  We  reached  the  station 
in  time  to  catch  the  train,  and  by  night  we  were  in  Bul- 
sar."    In  all  it  was  a  five-day  journey. 

Contrast  with  the  above  the  following: 

July  26,  1940,  10:15  A.M.— The  mail  motor  stops  at 
the  gate  in  front  of  the  bungalow.  Bro.  Alley,  with  his 
water  bottle  in  his  hand,  gets  into  the  front  seat  by  the 
driver,  while  Kasu  puts  his  bedding  roll  and  trunk  in 
at  the  back.  Mrs.  Alley  hands  him  a  small  tin  box  con- 
taining some  sandwiches  and  a  few  delicious  cookies  for 
lunch,  and  he's  off  to  the  station.  In  just  one  hour  and  a 
quarter  he  is  at  Waghai,  where  he  takes  the  little  train 
for  Bilimora.  In  a  short  time  he  gets  another  train 
which  lands  him  in  Bulsar  at  9  P.M.  The  time  used  is 
eleven  hours  for  the  same  journey  as  above. 


Facts  Concerning  Relief 

BY  MRS.  R.  D.  MURPHY 
Clothing,  Philadelphia  Center,  Jan.  1 -April   1 

During  the  month  of  March  some  36,000  garments  for 
infants  and  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  twelve  years 
were  sent  through  the  Philadelphia  Clothing  Center  to 
unoccupied  France.  These  garments  were  all  new  and 
amounted  in  evaluation  to  about  $25,000.  This  shipment 
included  layettes,  individual  items  of  clothing  for  the 
various  ages,  knitted  sacques,  socks,  afghans  and  sweat- 
ers, with  an  extra  supply  of  diapers  and  crib  blankets. 
All  of  this  clothing  was  packed  with  the  Service  Com- 
mittee stamp  and  sent  with  the  expectation  that  it  will 
be  distributed  by  our  own  relief  workers.  Transporta- 
tion was  secured  on  the  Red  Cross  ship  which  is  the  only 
method  of  contacting  France  with  supplies  at  present, 
except  by  way  of  clipper  service. 

At  the  moment  of  this  writing,  April  1,  we  are  in  the 
midst  of  preparations  for  a  large  shipment  of  all  kinds 
of  clothing  to  England.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
winter  a  dire  need  for  warm  clothing  has  developed 
among  the  war  sufferers  there.  We  now  recognize  the 
good  judgment  and  providential  direction  in  having  col- 
lected so  many  warm  comforters  and  blankets.  These 
will  be  used  in  air-raid  shelters  and  all  kinds  of  make- 
shift residences  for  the  war  victims.  This  shipment  will 
amount  to  about  fifteen  tons  in  weight  and  is  all  ready 
for  immediate  transportation.  It  will  be  used  to  relieve 
the  suffering  of  German  refugees  and  other  foreigners, 
as  well  as  the  native  English  citizens. 

We  are  also  preparing  a  consignment  of  about  ten  tons 
of  clothing  for  Finland.  This  was,  to  a  large  extent, 
made  possible  because  of  Brethren  Service  Committee 
contacts  through  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.  This  shipment  will 
be  made  up  largely  of  heavy  and  durable  used  clothing, 
which  is  greatly  needed  and  for  which  we  had  a  definite 
request  by  way  of  a  cablegram  directly  from  Helsinki. 

Refugees  in  the  United  States  are  being  supplied  with 


clothing  as  the  need  arises  and  as  contacts  are  made 
through  the  refugee  department  of  the  Service  Commit- 
tee in  Philadelphia.  Small  consignments  are  also  being 
made  to  South  American  refugee  settlements  and  other 
places  in  the  western  hemisphere.  A  report  has  recently 
appeared  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  concerning  clothing 
sent  to  Shanghai,  China. 

It  is  well  that  we  have  clothing  available  to  meet  these 
various  needs.  It  now  behooves  us  to  continue  our  ef- 
forts toward  supplying  an  even  greater  need  which  we 
know  will  exist  six  months  hence.  New  literature  with 
the  necessary  information  is  now  being  prepared  and 
can  be  secured  from  the  Elgin  office. 

Relief  Work  in  France 

Our  relief  work  in  France  during  the  winter  has  met 
many  and  varied  needs,  chief  of  which  has  been  the 
complete  responsibility  of  feeding  and  caring  for  about 
35,000  women  and  children.  Many  additional  children 
are  given  supplementary  meals  through  school  canteens 
and  otherwise.  The  aged  and  the  sick  are  being  helped 
by  supplying  the  necessary  diet  and  medicine.  Interned 
refugees  are  also  given  both  spiritual  and  material  aid. 
Needy  Belgians  who  still  remain  in  unoccupied  France 
are  receiving  assistance.  Some  rehabilitation  work  is 
being  carried  forward  according  to  the  "village  scheme." 
We  are  helping  to  provide  permanent  homes  for  about 
fifty  specially  chosen  families  in  a  practically  empty 
village.  This  is  being  done  by  guaranteeing  their  food 
supplies  for  the  first  three  months  and  also  a  supply  of 
the  most  essential  gardening  utensils  and  tools.  This 
plan  is  being  carried  out  in  close  collaboration  with  the 
civil  authorities  of  the  community. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  is  rightly 
honored  by  noble  men  and  women  throughout  the 
world  for  its  great  humanitarian  services.  In  a  recent 
pamphlet  we  find  the  following  concise  and  challenging 
summary  of  the  vast  ministry  directed  by  this  Com- 
mittee: "Motivated  by  a  faith  in  education  as  an  effec- 
tive instrument  of  human  progress,  faith  in  mankind, 
faith  in  the  efficacy  of  overcoming  violence  with  irre- 
sistible and  constructive  goodwill,  and  faith  in  God, 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  has  engaged  in 
peace-making  since  1917.  It  was  founded  then  by  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers)  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  ministering  to  the  material  and  spiritual 
needs  arising  from  the  first  World  War.  Since  that  time 
it  has  initiated  many  projects  to  promote  international 
and  industrial  understanding,  and  to  afford  sincere 
young  people  with  opportunities  for  constructive  pa- 
triotic service.  Its  relief  work  in  war  areas  following 
the  World  War,  its  more  recent  work  in  depressed  in- 
dustrial sections  of  the  United  States,  and  its  present 
relief  efforts  abroad  have  been  participated  in  and  sup- 
ported by  Americans  of  all  denominations.  In  addition 
to  its  projects  for  college  and  university  students,  such 
as  Peace  Caravans,  Service  Seminars,  Work  Camps  and 
the  Philadelphia  Service  Group,  the  committee  con- 
ducts International  Centers  in  Europe,  International  Re- 
lations Institutes  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
sponsors  a  Homestead  Project  in  Pennsylvania  and 
South  Carolina,  administers  a  relief  program  in  France, 
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and  is  taking  a  large  part  in  administering  and  financing 
Civilian  Public  Service  for  conscientious  objectors." 

The  Brelhren  Service  Committee  has  received  its  in- 
spiration from  the  Friends,  just  as  our  missionary  pro- 
gram was  inspired  by  other  denominations  in  its  early 
years.  This  committee  has  made  a  fine  record  in  leading 
our  people  into  a  great  service  in  its  short  history.  We 
have  been  a  strong  right  arm  to  the  Friends  (Quakers). 
It  is  admitted  that  the  Brethren  have  sent  large  supplies 
of  clothing  to  Philadelphia.  We  have  been  on  the 
scene  of  activity  in  France,  Spain  and  England.  Our 
money  has  helped  support  the  Quaker  Hostels  at  Scat- 
tergood,  Iowa,  and  Quaker  Hill,  Richmond,  Ind.  The 
Friends  have  learned  how  to  do  these  tasks  through 
years  of  experience,  and  they  have  won  the  right 
to  work  in  places  of  great  political  tension.  We  have 
wisely  assisted  them  in  these  critical  days.  A  proposal 
will  come  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  looking  toward 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Service  Committee. 
This  is  a  time  when  the  church  should  do  much  careful 
thinking.  Many  questions  come  to  one's  mind.  These 
questions  do  not  grow  out  of  lack  of  sympathy  with  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  program.  One  of  the  finest 
things  that  has  happened  has  been  this  unique  and 
Christlike  ministry  to  the  unfortunate.  However,  our 
development  has  been  very  different  from  that  of  the 
Friends.  We  have  had  a  challenging  missionary  pro- 
gram, much  stronger  than  that  of  the  Friends.  What 
shall  be  the  relation  of  the  Service  Committee  to  the 
General  Mission  Board?  We  do  not  mean  simply  by  way 
of  organization,  but  also  in  its  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  our 
people.  Shall  ministry  to  hungry  people  be  service,  and 
the  steady  maintenance  of  hospitals  in  India,  Africa 
and  China  something  else?  Should  the  interests  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  and  the  General  Mission 
Board  be  combined  into  one  great  committee  with  pos- 
sibly a  different  name?  We  believe  the  vast  majority  of 
our  people  are  whole-heartedly  back  of  the  work  of  both 
this  Board  and  this  Committee.  But  occasionally  we 
hear  a  very  responsible  person  say,  "There  is  a  vast 
shift  of  interest  in  the  program  of  the  Brethren;  it  is 
moving  away  from  missions  into  the  field  of  relief  and 
other  humanitarian  services."  Isn't  it  possible  to  add 
another  specialized  interest  without  losing  the  former 
loyalty?  If  not,  we  wonder  if  it  is  possible  that  we 
may  lose  more  than  we  gain.  The  way  the  La  Verne 
Conference  organizes  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this 
new  day  will  have  a  lot  to  do  with  the  future  unity,  ex- 
tent and  power  of  the  ministry  of  the  Brethren. 

The  Quaker  Hill  Post  is  the  title  of  the  news  sheet  is- 
sued by  the  Quaker  Hostel  at  Richmond,  Ind.  There 
are  many  interesting  things  in  this  little  paper.  Under 
the  title,  New  Residents,  we  note  the  following: 

"Stanley  J.  Foster  came  to  this  country  from  Vienna 
in  the  summer  of  1939.  He  is  twenty-eight  years  old 
and  has  had  experience  in  statistical  work  and  other 
office  work,  as  well  as  contact  work  in  a  hosiery  firm, 
a  hotel,  and  the  sugar  trading  department  of  one  of  the 
larger  Austrian  banks.  The  latter  part  of  his  time  in 
this  bank  was  spent  as  secretary  to  the  president.  He  is 
unusually  familiar  with  English,  as  he  has  used  it  fre- 
quently ever  since  his  youth.  He  is  unmarried.  One  of 
his  favorite  sports  is  tennis,  a  sport  in  which  he  excels. 

"Richard  Wallach  is  a  junior  college  professor  from 
Vienna  who  came  to  this  country  by  way  of  Ireland.  He 
spent  ten  months  there  while  awaiting  his  U.  S.  permit. 


He  hopes  to  bring  his  wife  and  two  children  to  this 
country  as  soon  as  he  is  permanently  established.  His 
experience  qualifies  him  to  teach  history,  geography, 
and  ancient  and  modern  languages.  He  demonstrated 
his  ability  to  teach  in  English  as  a  guest  lecturer  before 
graduate  students  in  history  at  Duke  University  during 
January  of  this  year.  The  universities  which  he  at- 
tended in  Europe  are:  Vienna,  Heidelberg  and  Munich. 
From  the  first  he  received  his  Ph.  D.  in  1913." 

Give  Us  a  Chance!  is  the  subject  of  an  urgent  and 
appealing  challenge  by  Franz  L.  Foges,  a  refugee  at 
Quaker  Hill.  "All  of  us  came  from  Europe — like  you  or 
your  fathers  and  forefathers — driven  out  by  hatred  and 
persecution  of  a  kind  the  world  never  saw  before.  Like 
millions  of  persecuted  people  before  us,  we  found 
refuge  in  this  land  of  liberty  and  want  only  to  become 
useful  members  of  the  new  community  and  good  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  We  found  a  special  refuge  at 
Quaker  Hill,  but  we  don't  want  to  stay  there  for  a  long 
time.  We  consider  it  only  as  a  junction  in  our  migra- 
tion, the  last  junction  where  the.  train  of  our  life  shall 
branch  off  in  the  American  way.  What  we  want  is  your 
help  in  branching  out.  Our  aims  are  not  to  live  by  the 
community,  but  for  the  community.  .  .  .  We  are  used 
to  keeping  our  families  by  our  work,  and  to  serving  our 
former  country  in  this  way.  We  want  to  do  it  again. 
Since  we  could  save  hardly  more  than  our  life,  we  did 
not  bring  over  any  fortune  except  our  experience  and 
knowledge.  Then  it's  very  sad  to  hear  that  our  experi- 
ence does  not  count,  without  a  trial,  because  it  is  Euro- 
pean. We  realize  the  paradox  that  experience  can  be  a 
disadvantage.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  chance  for 
us  to  acquire  the  desired  American  experience  if  no- 
body tries  us.  Many  of  us  are  eager  to  learn  a  profes- 
sion and  are  perfectly  able  to  do  so,  but  there  is  no 
chance  to  start  as  an  apprentice.  How  else  can  we 
prove  our  abilities  for  our  America?  We  are  sure  we 
can  adjust  ourselves  to  the  American  requirements  in  a 
surprisingly  short  time.  .  .  .  We  are  not  half  so  bad  as 
we  are  said  to  be.    Give  us  a  chance  and  try  us!" 

Elgin,  III. 

■  ♦  » 

What  to  Pray  For 

Week    of   April   26— May   3 

This  What  to  Pray  For  column  appears  each  week  in 
the  Gospel  Messenger  for  the  express  purpose  of  calling 
the  church  to  prayer  in  behalf  of  her  missionaries. 
Throughout  the  year  every  missionary  is  brought  to  our 
attention  and  the  latest  word  concerning  each  mission- 
ary's work  is  given  in  order  that  we  may  pray  with 
more  understanding  and  knowledge.  This  week  we  are 
directed  to  remember  Sister  Sara  Shisler  of  Garkida,  Af- 
rica, in  our  intercession. 

In  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  March  15,  Sister  Shisler 
shared  some  news  from  Garkida  with  the  entire  church. 
Turn  again  to  page  19  and  see  what  she  has  written 
and  then  pray  for  her  and  her  fellow-laborers  and  for 
their  work. 

It  is  a  testimony  which  rings  with  hope  and  cheer 
when  a  missionary  can  recount  a  list  of  duties  which 
keep  her  busy  from  morning  until  night,  and  end  her 
statement  by  saying,  "And  I  love  it  all."  Sister  Shisler 
said  that  in  one  of  her  recent  letters. 

Prayer  changes  things.  May  our  prayers  help  to 
change  things  in  Africa  to  the  glory  of  God. 
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KINGDOM     GLEANINGS 


Brotherhood  Theme  ior  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  April  27 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Early  Church  Meeting 
Human  Needs.— Acts  4:34,  35;  6:1-7.  Golden  Text:  And 
the  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart 
and  soul.    Acts  4:32. 

Christian  Workers,  Chapters  from  "The  Home  Beauti- 
ful"— Chalmers. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Where  Can  I  Serve? 

Intermediates,  God  in  Pictures. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Bartlesville  church,  Okla. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Marion  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  E.  M. 
Hertzler,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Morrill  church,  Kans.,  Bro.  W. 
A.  Kinzie,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Lancaster  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  T. 
F.  Henry,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Sipesville  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Cecil 
O.  Showalter,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Curryville  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jo- 
seph H.  Clapper,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Pontiac  church,  Mich.,  Bro.  J. 
Edson  Ulery,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Hamilton  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
Walter  E.  Hawke,  pastor-evangelist. 

Six  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  South 
Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder,  pastor. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  one  awaits  baptism  in  the  Inde- 
pendence church,  Kans.,  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin,  pastor- 
evangelist. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the 
Beaverton  church,  Mich.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rol- 
lins, evangelists. 

Eight  baptized  and  five  reconsecrated  in  the  Live 
Oak  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear,  evangelist;  Bro.  S. 
Paul  Daugherty,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Md.,  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller,  evan- 
gelist; Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple,  elder. 

•        •        • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray   for   the   success   of   these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  C.  L.  Cox,  pastor,  April  27  to  May  11,  in  the 
Claysburg  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  June  15,  in 
the  Koontz  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Christian  Gibble  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  May  18  to  31, 
in  the  Welsh  Run  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  April  21  to  May 
4,  in  the  Pleasant  Ridge  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Russell  G.  West  of  Pampa,  Texas,  April  28  to 
May  11,  in  the  Thomas  church,  Okla. 


Bro.  John  Buffenmyer,  May  11-25,  in  the  Lower  Cone- 
wago  congregation,  Bermudian  house,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  pastor,  April 
28  to  May  12,  in  the  Greencastle  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  William  Kinsey  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  June  1-8, 
in  the  Beachdale  church,  Pa.;  June  9-15,  in  the  Maple 

Glen  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  R.  H.  Nicodemus  changes  his  address  from  Stur- 
gis  to  Beaverton,  Mich.,  R.  2. 

The  China  missionaries  temporarily  located  at  La 
Verne,  one  correspondent  reports,  have '  some  very 
interesting  things  to  say  to  the  home  church.  Last 
week  the  Crumpackers  were  saying  them  at  Lindsay, 
Calif. 

Bro.  W.  I.  Buckingham  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  long- 
time leader  in  the  councils  of  his  district,  passed  into 
rest  March  24,  after  an  illness  of  five  weeks  with  a  heart 
ailment.  We  are  to  have  more  about  his  life  and  labors 
for  later  publication. 

Why  Brother  Nye  showed  up  at  the  Messenger  offices 
Saturday  morning  when  the  Mission  Board  meeting 
would  not  begin  until  Monday,  was  a  question  which 
easily  yielded  to  a  little  reasonable  inquiry.  Some  pre- 
liminary committee  work  was  the  answer. 

Dean  Carl  W.  Holl  and  Assistant  Registrar  Gletha 
Mae  Noffsinger  of  Manchester  College  were  welcome 
visitors  even  though  the  primary  interest  which  brought 
them  was  the  college  catalogue  which  the  House  is 
printing  for  them.  It  was  the  time  for  last-minute  cor- 
rections and  suggestions. 

Prof.  D.  W.  Boyer  of  Manchester  College  and  his 
Chapel  Choir  of  more  than  thirty  voices  were  guests  of 
the  Publishing  House  on  last  week's  Friday  morning. 
They  had  inspired  a  large  audience  at  the  Elgin  church 
the  preceding  evening,  being  on  a  ten  days'  tour  among 
Indiana  and  Illinois  churches  and  schools. 

E.  Stanley  Jones  will  be  the  speaker  at  the  Bethany 
Alumni  Banquet  at  6:00  P.M.,  Friday,  May  23,  at  First 
church,  Chicago.  Graduates  and  former  students  are 
urged  to  be  prompt  in  securing  tickets  (65  cents),  as 
other  seminary  friends  are  already  desiring  to  attend. 
Get  tickets  from  David  J.  Wieand,  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  3435  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago. 

•  •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Today  at  12:30,  April  26,  there  is  a  luncheon  confer- 
ence for  intermediates  at  the  First  church  of  Philadel- 
phia. The  program  looks  interesting  and  we  are  sorry 
we  could  not  tell  you  about  it  sooner. 

List  of  Plays  for  Church  Groups  has  just  come  from 
the  press.  It  is  a  revised  and  printed  edition  of  the 
mimeographed  leaflet  which  has  been  in  use  for  several 
years.  The  table  of  contents  includes  plays  listed  under 
the  following  headings:  Biblical,  Children's  Day,  Christ- 
mas, The  Church,  Easter,  Ethical,  Home  Life  and 
Mother's  Day,  Missions  and  World  Friendship,  Peace, 
Rural,  Stewardship,  Temperance,  Urban  and  Industrial 
Problems,  and  Collections.  Send  for  your  free  copy  to 
the  General  Boards,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  111- 
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Have  you  ordered  your  Meet  Henry  Kurtz?  How  can 
you  meet  him  until  you  do?  The  price  is  one  dollar.  It 
is  worth  more  than  that  to  know  the  real  founder  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger.     See  last  page  of  issue  for  April  5. 

"In,  regard  to  your  request  about  Missiongrams,  will 
you  please  continue  my  name  and  address.  No  pastor 
should  be  without  them.  As  long  as  I  am  a  pastor  of  a 
church,  will  you  please  place  me  permanently;  and  if 
no  longer,  then  as  the  church  may  see  fit. — Yours  for  the 
Master's  service,  Martin  Scholten,  Rockhill  Furnace, 
Pa." 

Tomorrow,  April  27,  from  9:45  A.M.  to  8:30  P.M.,  the 
four  churches  of  Northern  California  which  make  cir- 
cuit number  two — Empire,  Modesto,  Waterford,  Oak- 
land— will  hold  a  "Great  Young  People's  Convention"  at 
the  Oakland  church.  The  theme  is  Living  Successfully 
in  Christian  Service.  The  day  will  be  filled  with  inspi- 
ration, recreation,  fellowship,  worship.  "We  invite  all 
who  can  come  to  be  with  us." 

Camp  Mack  will  have  on  June  1,  under  the  direction 
of  men's  and  women's  work,  the  annual  opening  mass 
meeting.  This  year  it  will  consist  of  a  fellowship  of 
Friends,  Mennonites  and  Brethren  in  the  afternoon  with 
a  speaker  from  each  group.  In  the  evening  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill  will  conduct  a  mass  choir  of  the  singers  of 
the  churches  in  a  grand  choral  program.  Directions  will 
be  sent  soon  to  each  church.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 
attend. 

Two  Opportunities  for  Service  and  Livelihood:  A  com- 
munity in  West  Virginia  has  need  of  a  dentist  to  serve 
both  city  and  rural  areas.  There  is  also  an  opportunity 
for  a  man  with  a  little  capital  to  start  a  lumber  and 
building  materials  business  in  this  same  community. 
The  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  located  there 
is  very  anxious  to  have  some  of  our  good  brethren  who 
may  be  interested  write  him  through  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee,  Elgin,  111. 

Pastor  John  B.  Wieand  urges  all  pastors  to  act  imme- 
diately when  their  members  move  away.  It  means  a 
lot  to  a  Brethren  family  or  an  individual  to  have  the 
new  Brethren  pastor  call  upon  them  as  soon  as  they 
move  into  a  new  community.  Bro.  Wieand  says:  "A  few 
ministers  write  twice,  before  they  move  and  again  when 
they  have  the  address.  That  shows  the  Shepherd's 
heart."  The  office  of  Ministry  to  Nonresident  Members 
is  convinced  that  hundreds  of  people  are  lost  to  the 
church,  over  a  period  of  a  few  years,  because  members 
are  not  discovered  until  long  after  they  have  moved  into 
the  community.  This  is  especially  true  in  big  cities. 
Shall  we  do  all  in  our  power  to  save  our  members  for 
the  church?— Merlin  Shull. 

Thank  the  fieldmen  and  others  who  have  urged  the 
revival  of  an  Around  the  World  page  for  the  reappear- 
ance of  that  feature  in  this  Messenger.  Seasoned  readers 
will  recall  such  a  page  of  general  news  was  regularly 
carried  up  to  the  time  of  the  merger  with  the  Missionary 
Visitor  on  Jan.  3,  1931.  There  have  been  recurring  sug- 
gestions that  the  Around  the  World  page  be  restored, 
the  latest  made  at  a  recent  fieldmen's  meeting.  So  the 
feature  is  back  again  and  will  be  found  regularly  on 
page  2.  This  week  the  items  happen  to  deal  with  edu- 
cation, but  there  will  be  variety,  as  the  field  is  the 
world.  As  for  the  writer  of  this  page,  we  are  happy  to 
say  that  Edith  Barnes,  who  had  charge  of  a  somewhat 
similar  department  in  Our  Young  People  for  several 
years,  will  gather  the  material  for  the  Around  the  World 
page. 


Tomorrow,  April  27,  the  churches  of  Middle,  Western 
and  Southeastern  Pennsylvania,  which  did  not  do  so  last 
Sunday,  are  observing  the  second  annual  Juniata  Day, 
at  which  time  college  faculty  members  and  administra- 
tive workers  appear  in  many  pulpits.  This  feature  is 
designed  to  bring  together  the  interests  of  the  churches 
and  the  college. 

Detroit  Silver  Anniversary:  May  16-18  the  First 
church  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  observe  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  its  founding.  Dr.  Merton  S.  Rice  of 
Detroit  will  speak  Friday  evening,  Prof.  J.  O.  Winger  of 
Manchester  on  Saturday  evening,  Bro.  Edward  Frantz 
of  Elgin  on  Sunday  both  morning  and  evening.  Dinner 
at  the  church  Sunday  and  reminiscences  in  the  after- 
noon. The  Cadillac  Motor  Male  Chorus  will  sing  Sun- 
day evening.  Pastor  Harvey  R.  Hostetler  extends  "a 
cordial  invitation  to  all  former  members  and  friends  of 
the  Detroit  church  to  come  and  enjoy  the  occasion  with 
us." 

The  Ministers'  Fellowship  at  Juniata  College,  May  5 
and  6,  will  begin  with  an  address  by  Pastor  Ross  D. 
Murphy  on  The  Church  and  Selective  Service  at  4:00 
P.M.,  Monday.  At  7:30  Pastor  M.  Clyde  Horst  will 
speak  on  God  in  the  Present  Crisis,  followed  by  Presi- 
dent Otho  Winger  on  The  Church  and  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  Tuesday  at  8:00  A.M.  Pastor  De  Witt  Miller  will 
lead  the  Quiet  Hour,  after  which  Pastors  Nevin  Zuck, 
Quincy  Holsopple  and  Galen  Blough  will  tell  How  and 
Where  I  Get  Ideas  for  Sermons.  The  Chapel  Address 
by  President  Winger  will  be  followed  by  Pastors  M. 
Clyde  Horst  and  Harold  Snider  on  Magnifying  the  Of- 
fice. In  the  afternoon  Presidents  Ellis  and  Winger  will 
speak  on  The  Church  College  Today  and  The  Persist- 
ent Characteristics  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Looks 
as  if  you'd  better  go  after  all,  doesn't  it? 


Gbout  ftoohi 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111.— Ed. 

He  Opened  the  Book.  Teunis  E.  Gouwens.  Revell, 
1940.     187  pages.    $1.50. 

One  readily  sees  in  reading  this  book  that  a  lover  of 
the  Bible  is  trying  to  lead  others  to  love  it  more  and  use 
it  more  wisely.  He  pertinently  reminds  us  of  our  need 
of  the  Bible  by  saying  that  "the  intellectualism  of  our 
day  has  found  no  worthy  substitute  for  the  gospel." 
While  recognizing  the  human  instruments  involved  in 
producing  the  Bible,  Dr.  Gouwens  maintains  that  God 
has  spoken  and  is  still  speaking  through  it.  Using  the 
phonograph  as  a  comparison,  the  author  says,  "In  spite 
of  human  weaknesses  in  the  instrument,  one  recognizes 
it  as  the  Master's  voice."  The  Bible  is  a  book  of  life 
and  is  applicable  to  life  today,  bringing  to  us  a  gospel 
both  social  and  personal,  speaking  "to  our  confusion 
.  .  .  our  haste,  our  selfishness,  our  stupidity,  our  fear, 
our  sorrow  and  our  sin.  In  every  realm  this  book  has 
the  lifegiving  Word."  The  author  handles  his  subject 
in  a  simple,  understandable  and  practical  way,  discuss- 
ing such  matters  as  the  minister's  relation  to  the  Bible, 
the  promotion  of  Bible  reading,  and  the  place  of  the 
Bible  in  today's  world,  our  social  life,  the  parish,  the 
study,  the  pulpit  and  the  sermon.  Although  written 
primarily  as  a  help  to  ministers,  the  book  deserves  read- 
ing by  laymen  as  well. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


Jim  Goes  to  Prayer  Meeting 


BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 


Martha  sighed  deeply  as  she  stirred  the  sizzling  pota- 
toes frying  in  the  large  skillet.  Jim  liked  fried  potatoes 
so  well — especially  for  supper  after  a  hard  day's  work. 
For  a  fleeting  instant,  Martha  dared  to  think  that  if  she 
made  the  supper  especially  tasty  Jim  might  offer  to  go 
with  her  to  prayer  meeting  tonight!  Poor  Jim — so  kind, 
such  a  good  provider,  so  generous,  so  loving  ....  if  only 
he  were  a  Christian! 

But  that  was  the  one  subject  on  which  they  could 
never  converse  freely.  It  was  the  one  dearest  Martha's 
heart,  and  Jim  was  never  unkind  about  it — he  simply 
refrained  from  talking  about  such  things.  If  Martha 
pressed  the  subject,  Jim  would  just  sit  silently  by;  and 
Martha  would  sigh  and  give  up,  hoping,  always  hoping 
that  some  day  things  would  be  different — some  day  be- 
fore it  was  too  late.  Jim's  job  with  the  construction 
company  was  dangerous. 

Jim's  cheery  whistle  preceded  him  up  the  walk.  Mar- 
tha gave  the  potatoes  a  final  stir  and  slid  the  skillet 
back  on  the  stove.  Then  he  was  inside,  planting  his 
welcome  kiss  on  her  cheek,  calling  her  his  old-time 
sweetheart,  and  bustling  around  getting  washed  so  that 
they  could  enjoy  the  meal. 

Jim  seemed  in  high  spirits  tonight,  and  Martha  re- 
joiced. 

She  even  imagined  there  was  a  shade  of  regret  in  his 
tones  when  he  answered  her  usual  Wednesday-evening 
question.  "No,  Martha,  I  can't  go  to  prayer  meeting. 
Not  this  time.  You  see,  Tom  Miller's  going  to  be  wait- 
ing for  me  in  the  park.  Got  some  important  matters  to 
talk  over,  and — well,  you  know  Tom.    My  best  pal." 

Not  that  Martha  had  really  expected  Jim  to  go.  It 
was  just  a  sort  of  polite  ceremony  which  they  went 
through  nearly  every  Wednesday  evening,  these  two 
lovers  who  adored  each  other  so  much.  And  Martha 
felt  sad  as  she  reflected  that  if  Jim  really  did  feel  re- 
gretful it  was  because  he  was  sorry  to  be  away  from 
her — not  that  he  cared  about  the  Lord  or  such  things  as 
the  prayer  meeting  would  bring  to  him. 

Down  street,  as  she  walked  along,  she  saw  a  dim  light 
in  the  church.  Someone  had  gotten  there  already,  even 
though  she  was  early.  The  "faithful  few"  would  be 
there — at  least  a  few  of  them.  Some  always  came,  rain 
or  shine — and  it  looked  as  if  rain  might  fall  this  eve- 
ning. 

There  was  Tom  Miller  walking  down  the  other  side 
of  the  street.  And  Susan,  Tom's  wife,  crossing  toward 
the  church.  Poor  Susan!  There  was  another  woman 
to  be  pitied.  They  had  something  in  common,  those 
two.  Tom,  although  a  member  of  the  church,  usually 
found  other  things  more  interesting,  and  seldom  came. 

Martha  "yoo-hoo-ed"  and  Susan  waited.  They  en- 
tered the  church  together. 

It  was  pleasant  in  the  park  and  Tom  and  Jim  en- 
joyed their  chat  as  they  sat  on  a  convenient  bench. 
Probably  neither  would  have  gone  homeward  at  the 
promised  hour  if  a  sudden  gust  of  wind,  swirling  sand, 
dust  and  papers  about  them,  had  not  warned  that  a 
storm  was  about  to  break. 

"Storm's   coming,   Tom,"  Jim  spoke   up.     "Guess   I'll 


have  to  run  along,  or  Martha'll  get  home  before  me,  and 
worry  if  I'm  not  in  sight." 

"Same  here,  Jim."  Tom  grinned.  "Susan's  real 
handy  with  the  rolling-pin." 

"At  making  pies,  I  guess,"  Jim  corrected  him.  "Can't 
imagine  your  gentle  Susan  even  speaking  a  cross  word 
to  you,  old  man." 

"Nor  can  I,  Jim.  Susan's  a  saint  if  ever  there  was 
one." 

"Martha's  another,  I  reckon." 

"We'd  better  run.  Rain's  beginning  to  fall.  Here, 
let's  step  into  the  church  doorway  a  minute.  It'll  soon 
pass  over." 

But  the  rain  drove  them  into  the  vestibule.  They 
could  hear  voices  in  the  prayer  meeting  room  near  by. 
The  two  conversed  in  subdued  whispers  for  a  time,  not 
wishing  to  annoy  the  worshipers.  Then  Tom  held  up  a 
warning  finger,  motioning  for  silence.     Both  listened. 

Sam  Weller,  the  general  merchant  down  street,  was 
leading  the  meeting.  "Folks,"  he  was  saying  in  earnest 
tones,  "I  have  a  peculiar  request  here  for  special  prayer 
tonight.    I  don't  know  who  sent  it,  but  the  Lord  knows. 


A  True  Patriot 

BY  ORA  W.   GARBER 

Say  not 

He  is  no  patriot 

Who  will  not  fight, 

Who,  true  to  conscience,  can 

Not  kill  his  fellow  man, 

Whose  trust  is  not  in  might. 

In  love  and  kindliness, 

With  words  and  works  which  bless, 

He  helps  meet  human  need. 

In  service  all  can  see 

He  shows  himself  to  be 

A  patriot  indeed. 

These  truths  he  clearly  sees: 
War  is  a  foul  disease; 
However  big  or  strong, 
His  own  beloved  state 
Can  not  be  truly  great 
By  doing  others  wrong; 

The  more  abundant  life 

Is  not  achieved  through  strife; 

The  nation's  highest  good — 

That  which  can  most  be  prized — 

Is  only  realized 

Through  peace  and  brotherhood. 

Say  not 

He  is  no  patriot 

Who  will  not  fight. 

A  saner,  happier  day, 

With  war  clouds  cleared  away, 

Will  know  that  he  is  right. 


Elgin,  III. 
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I  got  it  in  the  mail  this  morning.  I'll  read  it:  'Will  you 
please  ask  the  prayer  meeting  folks  to  pray  for  the  sal- 
vation of  my  husband.  He  is  such  a  splendid  man,  but 
takes  no  interest  in  religion  and  the  church.  I  long  and 
pray  for  his  conversion,  and  I  ask  your  prayers,  too.' 
There's  no  name  signed  to  it,"  Sam  Weller  added.  "But 
as  I  said,  the  good  Lord  knows  who  this  man  is.  Let  us 
spend  some  time  in  prayer  now — and  let  us  especially 
remember  this  husband  and  wife." 

Old  Brother  Gibson  led  off  with  a  fervency  that  was 
intense.  Then  Mrs.  Monroe  prayed.  Henry  Walton,  the 
barber,  was  next.  Betty  Simpson,  the  only  young  per- 
son present,  who  came  to  play  the  piano,  offered  a 
touching  petition.  And  after  several  others  had  prayed, 
Sam  Weller  closed. 

Through  it  all,  Tom  and  Jim,  in  the  vestibule,  stood 
with  heads  bowed  reverently — each  busy  with  his 
thoughts. 

"Could  it  be  Jim?"  thought  Tom. 

"Is  it  Tom?"  Jim  wondered. 

Two  very  much  surprised  ladies  were  escorted  home 
that  night,  for  the  first  time  in  months,  from  church. 
Two  strangely  silent  husbands  "saw  them  home,"  after 
explaining,  rather  lamely,  how  they  came  to  be  inside 
the  vestibule. 

Near  the  house,  Jim  broke  the  silence.  "Martha,  who 
was  the  man  for  whom  they  prayed  this  evening?" 

"Must  have  been  the  husband  of  one  of  our  mem- 
bers," Martha  said.  Jim  imagined  her  voice  trembled 
just  a  bit  as  she  said  it. 

"Do  you  know,  Martha,"  he  added  shyly,  "I  believe 
Tom  Miller  was  the  most  uncomfortable  man  I've  ever 
seen,  while  they  were  praying.  Wouldn't  be  much  sur- 
prised if  it  was  Susan  who  sent  that  letter  to  Sam  Wel- 
ler." 

"Maybe,"  said  Martha,  quietly.  "I  reckon  her  Tom's 
not  as  earnest  a  Christian  man  as  he  ought  to  be." 


"Martha,"  Jim  said  presently,  "maybe  it  was  Susan 
and  maybe  it  wasn't  Susan  who  sent  that  letter.  But 
your  old  Jim's  going  along  to  prayer  meeting  next 
Wednesday  evening,  and — "  Martha's  little  gasp  of  joy 
passed  unnoticed.  "And  Martha,  tell  me — do  you  think 
God  will  forgive  such  an  old  sinner  like  me?  Before 
my  wife  writes  a  letter?" 

Winter  Park,  Fla 


"Of  One  Blood" 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

Left  alone  in  the  world  when  a  young  woman,  Anne 
sought  employment  in  a  distant  city.  During  almost 
forty  years  of  life  spent  there,  she  faithfully  served  one 
family.  And  just  as  faithfully  she  served  the  Lord  and 
her  church.  Her  Christian  life  was  so  genuine  and  her 
walk  so  upright  that  to  know  her  was  to  love  and  re- 
spect her. 

She  did  not  shout  her  religion.  She  lived  it.  If  any- 
one swore  at  the  table,  she  would  stop  serving.  Her 
employers  would  warn  guests  about  this.  She  had  such 
a  ready  smile  and  never  presumed  on  friendliness  or 
kindness  shown. 

When  she  was  taken  suddenly  on  her  way  to  church 
one  Sunday,  they  found  her  book  of  daily  devotions  in 
the  kitchen,  open  where  she  had  last  read.  She  was 
busy  early  and  late  but  did  not  neglect  communion  with 
God. 

Four  ministers  occupied  the  pulpit  and  spoke  at  her 
funeral  service.  Her  employers  shed  honest  tears  over 
her  going  and  testified  that  all  the  ministers  said  con- 
cerning her  was  true. 

Let  us  not  fail  to  give  full  credits — her  skin  was  black. 
God  makes  no  difference  because  of  skin  color.  Then 
why  do  we? 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Evening  Reverie 

BY  ALLIE  EISENBISE 

At  the  close  of  the  day  when  the  twilight 
Is  drawing  the  shades  of  the  night, 

I  seat  myself  down  by  the  window 

And  watch  the  last  long  rays  of  light  .  .  . 

As  they  fade  away  midst  all  the  colors 
Of  crimson  and  purple  and  gold, 

Which  adorn  the  long  shining  pathway 
Of  the  sun  as  he  enters  night's  fold. 

Then  I  turn  to  the  Book  on  my  table, 

And  sit  in  the  soft  candlelight 
As  I  open  the  leaves  of  this  treasure 

Where  the  face  of  my  Savior  shines  bright. 

And  I  read  how  he  strengthens  the  weary, 
To  broken  hearts  brings  sweet  release — 

His  presence  sets  my  heart  singing. 
In  him  I  find  comfort  and  peace. 

Chicago,  III. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Conference  Offering  Theme:        No  Blackout  of  the  Cross' 


The  nations  are  feverishly  at  war.  Millions  of  people  live  in 
blackouts,  Our  own  nation  is  preparing  for  national  defense.  Chris- 
tianity is  a  world  movement.  For  it  there  are  no  national  boundar- 
ies. As  a  church,  we  want  to  keep  the  cross  shining  brightly  for 
all  humanity.  With  this  purpose  it  is  quite  appropriate  to  use  the 
theme,  "No  Blackout  of  the  Cross." 

This  poster  will  be  sent  to  each  congregation  to  help  emphasize  the 
Conference  Offering.  The  small  envelope  held  by  the  hand  in  front  of 
the  poster  is  the  envelope  available,  without  charge,  for  congregations 
to  supply  each  member  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  the  Conference 
Offering. 


J/o  8/ackwt 


Conference  Budget  for  Year  Ending  February  28,  1942 

General  Mission  Board  $165,000 

Board  of  Christian  Education 19,250 

General  Ministerial  Board  6,750 

General  Education  Board  1,500 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  26,500 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 16,000 

Missionary  Service  Loan  Fund 2,000 


$237,000 


Missions  in  Wartime 


Mission  work  is  more  difficult  in  wartime.  Condi- 
tions may  grow  worse  and  make  work  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult. Under  such  conditions,  should  the  church  cease  its 
evangelization  work  until  the  times  are  more  suitable? 
The  Christian  answer  is  "No."  In  wartime  the  need  is 
all  the  greater.  People  are  hungry.  They  need  a  fresh 
assurance  of  God.  They  want  real  religion.  When 
blackouts  are  really  literal,  the  church  should  do  all 
possible  to  keep  the  spiritual  light  burning.  Difficulty 
and  danger  spell  opportunity.  May  it  never  be  said 
that  the  church  lost  its  opportunity  in  this  war. 


Sunday-school  Classes  and  the  Offering 

Our  churches  are  well-organized  through  the  Sunday 
schools.  Every  class  has  its  methods  of  procedure  and  is 
a  good  unit  for  the  accomplishing  of  work.  Many  Sun- 
day-school classes  can  help  their  church  by  agreeing  on 
a  certain  goal  for  the  Conference  Offering  and  striving 
to  give  this  amount,  or  more. 


Why  Use  Offering  Envelopes? 

Envelopes  for  the  local  church  to  give  to  each  indi- 
vidual member  for  Sunday  prior  to  the  offering  are 
furnished  by  the  General  Mission  Board,  and  without 
charge.  The  envelope  is  like  the  one  held  in  the  hand 
in  front  of  the  "No  Blackout"  poster  in  the  picture. 
Many  churches  find  the  envelopes  of  great  value,  while 
others  have  not  used  them.  The  value  of  the  envelope 
lies  in  that  (1)  it  is  a  reminder  more  effective  than  just 
a  verbal  announcement;  (2)  the  envelope  says  some- 
thing about  the  offering  and  has  instructional  value;  (3) 
children  bringing  a  Conference  Offering  are  not  so  liable 


to  lose  the  money;  (4)  the  envelope  given  out  through 
the  Sunday-school  classes  means  that  each  individual, 
even  those  who  are  not  members  of  the  church,  is 
given  a  definite  invitation  to  participate  in  the  offering; 
(5)  large  and  small  gifts  alike  can  be  made  without  the 
donor  doing  it  so  publicly  as  when  put  openly  in  the 
offering  plate.        

Youth  Serves  and  the  Conference  Offering 

How  can  young  people  loyally  help  the  church  in  all 
of  its  special  missionary  offerings  and  at  the  same  time 
fulfill  its  responsibilities  for  the  youth  project  entitled 
Youth  Serves?  This  project  includes  the  whole  brother- 
hood program  as  authorized  in  the  Conference  Budget. 
It  takes  in  all  of  the  general  program,  excepting  the 
Brethren  Service  program,  which  includes  relief  and 
Civilian  Public  Service. 

Suggestion  is  made  that  the  individual  offering  en- 
velopes, which  are  furnished  free  from  the  General 
Mission  Board,  be  marked  in  any  manner  which  the 
treasurer  understands  and  all  money  given  by  the 
young  people  in  these  envelopes  be  forwarded  to  Elgin 
as  from  the  young  people  of  the  local  church.  The  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board  will  receive  such,  ear-marking  it  for 
the  Youth  Serves  project.  In  this  way,  the  young  people 
can  loyally  support  the  Conference  and  give  to  the 
general  brotherhood  offering  and,  at  the  same  time,  re- 
ceive credit  in  its  Youth  Serves  giving. 


Conference  Offering  Order  Blank 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois — 
Offering  Envelope  for  every  member. 


.Leaflet,  No  Blackout  of  the  Cross,  by  Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

(For  general  distribution.) 
.Local  Church  Bulletin  on  mimeograph  stock  printed   on 

two   pages.     Two   pages   for    local    announcements.     No 

charge. 


Name    Date 

Address      


Congregation    District    

Note:    Consult    the    minister,    superintendent    and    missionary 
committee  to  avoid  duplication  in  orders. 
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Conference  Offering  and  Brethren  Service  Funds 

The  brotherhood  is  now  engaged  in  two  main  divi- 
sions of  work,  indicated  by  these  two  titles.  These 
funds  are  not  put  together  at  Elgin.  Congregations  re- 
ceive two  types  of  credit:  credit  for  Conference  Budget 
giving,  which  includes  all  our  general  missionary,  the 
Seminary,  and  General  Boards  expense;  and  Brethren 
Service  giving,  which  includes  all  fields  of  war  relief 
and  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program. 

The  goal  for  the  Conference  Budget  is  $237,000— and 
for  Brethren  Service,  an  average  of  $2.00  per  member 
for  the  year.  t  #  t 

Source  Material  for  Ministers 

Mimeographed  source  materials,  along  with  other 
items  helpful  for  sermons  and  talks,  are  available  with- 
out charge  upon  request  by  ministers.  The  autumn  is- 
sue of  Christian  World  Facts  will  be  sent  as  long  as 
the  supply  lasts.    Use  the  order  blank  below — 

Source  Material  lor  Ministers  Order  Blank 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois- 
Please  send  me   source  material   for  ministers. 

Name    

Address      

Congregation     

Expenditure  of  the  Conference  Budget  Dollar 
For  Year  Ended  February  28.  1941 

1.  Missions,  $162,445.40  (Total  of  A  to  H  below)    68.2% 


Total        Received  From 
Expended     Living  Donors 

A.  Home    Missions     ($37,128.37)        $  27,713.79* 

B.Scandinavia   Missions    ....(    4,041.76)  3,016.90* 

C.  India    Missions    (  78,095.31)  58,292.82* 

D.  China    Missions     (  34,614.15)  25,837.10* 

E.Africa    Missions    (40,598.74)  30,304.19* 

F.  Missionary  Administration    (  11,508.32)  8,590.17* 

G.  Missionary    Education     ...(     8,963.22)  6,690.43* 
H.  Student  Loan  Fund,  for 

prospective    missionaries     2,000.00 

Board  of  Christian  Education  19,250.00 

Ministerial  and   Missionary   Service    14,000.00 

General  Ministerial  Board   6,750.00 

General  Education  Board    1,500.00 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary    26,500.00 

General  Services  to  the  Church   7,731.96 


11.6% 

1.3% 

24.5% 

10.9% 

12.7% 

3.6% 

2.8% 

.8% 
8.1% 
5.9% 
2.8% 

.6% 

11.1% 

3.3% 


$238,177.36     100.0% 

•These  mission  amounts  represent  only  the  expenditure  of 
money  from  living  donors.  Additional  money,  $49,303.61  from 
endowments,  bequests  and  lapsed  annuities,  together  with  part 
of  mission  balance  left  over  from  the  year  before,  increased  the 
amount  available  for  missions.  The  figures  in  parentheses  show 
$214,949.87,  the  total  expended  for  mission  purposes. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Toward  Better  Homes 

Pari  IV.    Ideal  Fathers  and  Mothers 

Scripture:    Pro  v.  31 

Sunday,  May  11 

I.  Husband  and  Wife 

1.  Read  Col.  3:19;  1  Peter  3:7;  1  Tim.  3:2;  Prov.  18:22. 

2.  Evaluate  the  following,  one  by  one,  as  to  impor- 
tance when  considered  as  qualities  that  make  a  good  hus- 
band or  wife:  ambition,  cheerfulness,  health,  education, 
good  looks,  interest  in  religion,  moral  character,  wealth, 
will  power,  love  for  the  family,  common  sense,  neatness 
in  dress,  social  ability,  cooking  ability,  business  ability, 
fidelity,  and  disposition. 


3.  Common  faults  of  husbands  and  wives.  Discuss  the 
following,  and  add  others: 

(a)  Lack  of  knowledge  of  and  interest  in  homemak- 
ing  and  child  care. 

(b)  Lack  of  courtesy,  chivalry,  manners. 

(c)  Too  great  absorption  in  business. 

(d)  Not  being  open  and  honest  with  one's  mate. 

II.  Father  and  Mother 

1.  Read  Matt.  7:9-11;  Luke  15:20,  32;  1  Tim.  3:4,  5; 
Luke  1:26-55;  John  19:26,  27. 

2.  What  qualities  make  a  good  father?    mother? 

3.  What  kind  of  help  do  parents  in  your  community 
need  most? 

4.  What  can  the  church  do  to  help  fathers  and  mothers 
do  their  job? 

5.  How  promote  a  parent  study  group  in  your  church 
or  group? 

6.  How  may  your  fathers  and  mothers  have  access  to 
books  and  other  literature  that  will  help  them  with  their 
job  of  being  parents? 

7.  Do  your  parents  use  the  Brethren  Loan  Library  at 
Elgin,  Illinois? 


MUSIC  ""**'  i  te;  i.'-^J 

Meeting  of  the  Music  Commission  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education 

By  L.  Avery  Fleming 
General  Secretary,  Board  of  Christian  Education 

The  Music  Commission  and  staff  members  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  held  their  annual  meet- 
ing in  Elgin  on  March  25  and  26.  The  commission  is  com- 
posed of  the  following  persons:  P.  L.  Huffaker,  Hagers- 
town,  Md.;  A.  F.  Brightbill,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary; 
George  L.  Detweiler,  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  H.  L.  Young, 
Elgin,  111.;  Paul  Halladay,  Manchester  College;  Nelson 
T.  Huffman,  Bridgewater  College;  Nevin  W.  Fisher,  Mc- 
Pherson  College.  All  members  of  the  commission  were 
present  at  the  meetings.  Bro.  William  Beery,  well- 
known  pioneer  minister  of  music  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  conducted  the  opening  devotionals  and  was 
an  enthusiastic  participant  in  the  discussions.  Other 
members  of  the  Elgin  staff,  including  representatives  of 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  were  also  present  and 
made  various  contributions  to  the  work  of  the  commis- 
sion. On  Tuesday  evening  the  commission  presented  an 
excellent  program  in  the  Highland  Avenue  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

The  summary  which  follows  includes  the  important 
recommendations,  suggestions,  and  plans  relating  to  the 
work  of  the  commission: 

1.  The  integration  of  our  church  music  programs  with 
Christian  education  in  terms  of  a  definite  "advance"  in 
the  future. 

2.  Definite  plans  for  promoting  a  wider  use  of  the 
Brethren  Hymnal. 

3.  Providing  the  music  for  Annual  Conference. 

4.  The  promotion  of  congregational  singing. 

5.  Building  a  curriculum  for  the  use  of  music  schools 
in  local  churches. 

6.  Providing  guidance  to  churches  in  the  selection  of 
church  organs. 

7.  A  study  of  trends  in  the  use  of  Protestant  hymnals. 

8.  The  promotion  of  music  schools  in  summer  camps. 

9.  Providing  a  syllabus  for  the  use  of  music  leaders 
in  camps. 

10.  The  promotion  of  district  music  institutes. 
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11.  Recommending  to  our  colleges  the  urgent  need  for 
the  training  of  ministers  of  music  for  our  churches. 

12.  Providing  a  small  songbook  of  selected  hymns 
for  supplementary  use  in  our  churches. 

In  the  reorganization  of  the  commission,  George  L. 
Detweiler  was  unanimously  re-elected  chairman  for 
another  year. 

The  Music  Commission  of  our  church  is  composed 
almost  entirely  of  young  men  who  are  well-trained,  ex- 
perienced and  outstanding  musicians.  Their  enthusi- 
asm for  the  church  and  their  earnest  desire  to  minister 
to  its  musical  needs  are  resources  which  ought  to  be 
utilized  much  more  fully  by  our  churches.  Lack  of 
finances  seems  to  be  the  principal  obstacle  to  the  re- 
lease of  these  musical  resources. 


YOUNG   PEOPLES   WORK 

Young  People  Gather  on  April  27 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 

Sunday,  April  27,  will  be  a  great  day  for  Church  of 
the  Brethren  young  people.  Information  has  come  to 
my  office  from  many  sources  about  district  and  sub- 
district  gatherings.  Each  group  has  planned  a  worth- 
while program. 

Northern  California — sectional — Oakland 

Northern  Illinois — district — Sterling 

Southern  Illinois — district — Springfield 

Eastern  Maryland — Blue  Ridge  Pioneer — Bush  Creek 

Northern  Indiana — sectional— Michigan  City 

Eastern    Pennsylvania — district — Annville 

Middle  Missouri — district— Kansas  City 

I  am  sorry  that  I  could  not  accept  invitations  from 
several  groups.  I  received  Southern  Illinois'  invitation 
first  so  will  be  at  Springfield,  April  26  and  27. 

No  doubt  there  are  other  youth  meetings  about  which 
I  do  not  know.  To  all  groups  I  wish  a  most  meaningful 
meeting  and  would  be  glad  to  have  a  report  from  each 
one. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Unique  Bible  Conference 

The  Bible  Conference  held  in  the  Upper  Conewago 
congregation,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  at  Mummert's 
meetinghouse,  near  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  March  12  to  16,  will 
be  remembered  as  a  unique  conference.  It  was  unique 
because  of  its  supreme  objective,  the  defense  and  pro- 
motion of  the  "distinctive  doctrines"  of  the  "noncon- 
formist churches."  It  was  also  unique  in  that  the 
speakers  were  selected  from  four  such  groups,  namely: 
The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  The  Brethren  in  Christ, 
Dunkard  Brethren,  and  the  Mennonite  Church.  The 
conference  was  also  unique  in  that  although  there  are 
some  denominational  differences,  there  was  not  one  note 
of  discord  from  the  first  address  to  the  last  address. 

The  emphasis  of  the  conference  was  Biblical;  the  ex- 
positions and  interpretations  were  sane,  sensible  and 
scriptural.  The  messages  were  timely,  and  took  into 
account  present  world  conditions.  The  applications  were 
applied  concretely  to  the  needs  of  men,  women  and 
youth  today.  There  was  considerable  discussion  of  the 
historical  background  of  the  "nonconformist  churches." 

The  speakers  represented  a  wide  range  of  personality: 
bishops,  elders,  bankers,  educators,  evangelists,  farmers 


and  pastors.  This  wide  range  of  men,  and  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  faith  and  its  application  to  life  in  its  mani- 
fold forms  made  their  own  peculiar  impress.  The  speak- 
ers of  the  conference  were  the  following:  Bishop  C.  F. 
Derstine,  Kitchener,  Ont.;  Bishop  E.  J.  Swalm,  Dun- 
troon,  Ont.;  Elder  Reuel  B.  Pritchett,  White  Pine,  Tenn.; 
Bishop  C.  N.  Hostetter,  Jr.,  Grantham,  Pa.;  Elder  D.  I. 
Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa.;  Eld.  Arthur  B.  Rice,  Frederick, 
Md. 

Another  feature  much  appreciated  was  the  wide  range 
of  moderators,  choristers  and  devotional  workers,  who 
all  made  their  distinct  contribution.  Back  of  their  work 
were  the  local  church  and  elder  and  a  splendid  program 
committee  with  only  one  definite,  ultimate  purpose  in 
mind,  to  remain  true  to  the  teachings  of  the  church,  the 
spirit  of  the  church  and  the  history  of  the  church.  All 
in  all  there  was  much  prayer,  and  the  power  of  God  was 
mightily  present,  and  the  different  personalities  were 
used  of  the  Lord.  Souls  were  refreshed,  backsliders  ar- 
rested, and  we  trust  many  unsaved  reached.  Bible  con- 
ferences are  not  outdated  nor  outmoded.  They  are 
practical,  inspirational  and  challenging. 

East  Berlin,  Pa.  Bertha  E.  Hull. 


Clergymen  Decide  Duty  in  Crisis 

A  group  of  clergymen,  members  of  the  Church  De- 
fense division  for  the  southern  end  of  Lancaster  county, 
adopted  a  resolution  expressing  what  they  feel  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  church  in  the  national  crisis,  at  a  meeting 
this  week  in  Quarryville. 

The  Rev.  Walter  F.  Bryan  said  it  was  felt  by  those 
present  that  the  church  could  best  assist  this  nation,  as 
well  as  the  world,  by  being  loyal  to  the  principles  of 
Jesus  Christ;  that  its  pulpit  should  not  be  used  to 
champion  any  military  program  and  that  its  help  should 
be  entirely  along  the  lines  of  morality  and  deeds  of  heal- 
ing and  mercy;  that  it  should  ever  emphasize  the  fact 
that  men  were  created  to  live  together  in  love  and  in 
brotherhood  rather  than  to  hate  and  to  kill. 

Those  signing  the  resolution  were:  Walter  F.  Bryan, 
Quarryville,  Methodist;  Rufus  Bucher,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Mechanic  Grove;  Sylvan  Lehman,  General 
Conference  of  Mennonites,  Mechanic  Grove;  William  H. 
Davies,  Presbyterian  Church  of  U.  S.  A.,  Little  Britain; 
Eaton  R.  Burrows,  Colerain  Baptist;  Francis  E.  Walz, 
Mount  Nebo  Methodist  parish;  Robert  Whiston,  Church 
of  Christ,  Adamstown;  and  C.  H.  Kichline,  St.  Paul's 
Reformed  and  Evangelical,  Quarryville. — Intelligencer 
Journal,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


My  Sunday  Morning 

As  I  awakened  on  a  recent  Sunday  morning  the  words 
of  the  beautiful  poem,  The  Vesper  Hour,*  by  Walter 
Swihart,  were  still  echoing  in  my  thought  world.  They 
had  calmly  lulled  me  to  sleep  the  evening  before,  when 
after  a  wearying  day,  I  gratefully  took  the  Messenger, 
which  had  just  come,  to  bed  with  me.  I  always  read  the 
editorials  first.  There  is  something  about  them  which 
quickens  the  interest,  and  acts  as  an — shall  I  say — ap- 
petizer, to  the  good  things  which  follow.  Sometimes 
their  brevity  makes  one  think  and  ponder  deeply  their 
meaning,  so  as  not  to  be  guessing  about  it.  Then  I  came 
to  this  poem,  which  I  read  and  studied  for  some  time. 
Then  after  reading  several  articles,   I  again   turned   to 


See  Gospel  Messenger  for  March  22.  1941.  page  5. 
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this  poem.  It  was  uplifting.  I  felt  drawn  out  of  this 
world,  especially  by  the  thought  of  the  last  line — "God's 
everywhere  there's  Life;  and  Life  is  God!"  This  thought 
was  evident  all  around  me.  God  is  Life  and  Life 
is  God.  God  pulsing  in  everything,  waiting  to  be  spoken 
to;  waiting  to  be  acknowledged. 

Thus  the  thought  was  still  with  me  when  I  awakened. 
How  beautifully  this  brother  expressed  his  thoughts. 
I  went  about  my  tasks  with  a  deeper  joy  and  with 
faith  strengthened.  Entering  the  sun-parlor  on  an  er- 
rand, I  chanced  to  look  up  at  a  wall  motto  with  these 
words,  "I  will  come  again  and  receive  you,"  and  with 
the  picture  of  our  Savior  portrayed  in  the  ascension. 
What  I  saw  served  as  a  continuation  of  my  thoughts. 
With  misty  eyes  I  contemplated  the  motto  with  a  deep 
sense  of  yearning,  then  turned  away  and  continued  my 
duties,  whispering.  "Oh,  blessed  promise!  Oh,  blessed 
hope." 

God  is  everywhere  there's  Life;  and  Life  is  God.  And 
God  is  in  the  silence  too.  An  event  last  summer  brought 
this  to  my  mind.  We  were  camping  in  the  mountains 
over  the  Fourth  of  July  vacation,  and  because  I  had  re- 
cently had  a  long  illness,  we  lived  in  Ski  Lodge,  built 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  love  winter  sports.  I 
thought  I  had  been  over  all  the  trails  on  former  occa- 
sions, but  found  one  I  had  missed.  My  family  looked 
at  me  with  misgiving.  "Now,  mother,"  they  warned, 
"don't  you  go  to  climbing."  "But,"  I  remonstrated,  "it 
doesn't  look  steep,  and  I'll  go  slow."  My  family  knew 
my  propensity  for  climbing,  but  they  did  not  know  I 
did  not  rely  on  my  own  strength  when  out  by  myself. 

It  was  nine  on  Sunday  morning.  I  took  some  Gospel 
Messengers  and  started  up  the  trail,  resting  at  inter- 
vals. As  I  climbed  and  rested  I  kept  looking  back,  and 
was  surprised  at  how  rapidly  I  mounted  upward.  When 
we  have  a  vision  before  us,  a  goal  we  would  attain,  we 
do  press  onward  and  upward  eagerly.  As  I  mounted 
upward,  and  rested  often,  I  had  much  time  to  meditate 
upon  these  things.  It  took  me  a  long  time  to  get  where 
I  wanted  to  be.  The  trail  was  a  well  traveled  one,  and 
I  wondered  how  many  others  had  traversed  it,  per- 
haps without  giving  a  thought  to  the  wonders  of  the 
Creator.  As  my  upward  way  progressed,  new  vistas 
were  ever  opening  before  me,  and  every  moment  was 
filled  with  interest  and  enjoyment.  At  last  I  was  up 
where  I  could  see  all  about  me.  My  watch  told  me  it 
had  taken  me  two  hours  to  go  less  than  one-half  mile. 

Seating  myself  on  the  end  of  a  log,  my  whole  being 
was  thrilled  in  awe  and  wonder  at  the  panorama  which 
opened  up  before  me  and  on  every  side.  In  the  deep 
silence,  my  heart  was  lifted  up  in  adoration  and  praise 
to  God  for  helping  me  to  this  place  where  I  might  view 
his  wonderful  creation.  Rugged  peaks  were  in  the 
distance,  some  still  decorated  with  the  snows  of  winter. 
In  the  deep  ravines  and  the  densely  wooded  slopes  that 
I  knew,  there  was  life  in  abundance.  Had  we  not  seen 
a  whole  herd  of  deer  grazing  on  Ski  Hill?  Then  there 
were  the  saucy  squirrels  and  chipmunks,  who  scolded 
you  roundly  if  you  crossed  their  paths. 

I  opened  one  of  the  Messengers  and  began  reading  an 
article.  I  read  where  Moses  asked  God  to  show  him 
his  glory.  God  replied  that  he  would  show  his  goodness 
instead.  Again  I  looked  about  me,  and  thanked  God  for 
his  goodness  in  permitting  me  in  my  weakness  to  view 
his  glory.  It  was  not,  I'm  sure,  the  kind  of  glory  Moses 
wished  to  see;  but  God  spoke  to  my  heart  there,  and 


taught  me  this  lesson.  If  we  would  see  the  glory  of 
God  we  must  climb  upward  in  Christian  living.  "God's 
everywhere  there's  Life;  and  Life  is  God." 

Now  back  to  my  Sunday  morning.  I  turned  on  the 
radio  for  the  bird  program  from  San  Francisco.  As  I 
went  quietly  about  completing  my  morning  tasks,  and 
listening  to  the  music  of  the  birds,  I  could  scarcely  be- 
lieve I  was  in  the  house.  Looking  from  the  windows  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  March,  I  saw  budding  trees, 
green  grass,  and  one  early  shrub  in  full  bloom;  but  no 
leafy  bowers  for  the  birds  to  be  fluttering  in.  The 
thought  came  that  no  doubt  there  were  leafy  bowers 
where  the  music  came  from. 

Then  came  the  morning  services  from  the  Wenatchee 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Their  pastor,  Bro.  W.  T. 
Luckett,  has  been  giving  some  very  good  sermons  on  the 
Beatitudes.  From  the  air  I  plucked  these  thoughts  in 
his  opening  service:  "Be  ye  reconciled  to  God.  .  .  .  Be- 
hold now  is  the  acceptable  time.  ...  Of  having  nothing, 
yet  possessing  all  things.  .  .  .  As  I  sat  by  the  radio 
singing  this  dear  old  hymn,  I  Love  to  Tell  the  Story, 
with  the  Wenatchee  congregation,  I  wondered  if  we 
loved  to  tell  it  well  enough  to  tell  it  often  enough.  If  we 
would  make  it  more  of  a  theme  here,  perchance  it  would 
be  a  happier  theme  in  glory. 

In  listening  to  sermons,  I  like  to  catch  a  thought  to 
carry  about  with  me.  In  Bro.  Luckett's  sermon  on 
Blessed  Are  the  Poor  in  Spirit,  this  is  the  thought  I 
gleaned,  "He  that  wants  nothing,  has  everything."  This 
is  worth  pondering  and  putting  into  practice  in  our  daily 
prayer  lives.  How  wonderful  are  the  blessings  God  be- 
stows when  we  forget  self  and  just  think  of  others!  Last 
Sunday  he  preached  on  Blessed  Are  the  Peacemakers. 
He  said  that  peacemakers  must  pay  a  price;  that  you 
can't  make  peace  by  smoothing  things  over.  You  must 
dig  deep  and  eradicate  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  The  day 
this  was  written  Bro.  Luckett  preached  on  Blessed  Are 
They  Which  Are  Persecuted  for  Righteousness  Sake.  He 
said  peacemakers  are  often  persecutors.  I  pondered 
about  that,  but  here  are  my  notes:  "We  preach  the  way 
that  makes  people  soft  ...  no  conflict,  no  victory.  If 
you  don't  want  to  be  persecuted — say  nothing — do  noth- 
ing— be  nothing.  There  is  a  kingdom  of  pain,  reverses, 
suffering,  both  mental  and  physical.  Jesus  suffered  all 
physical  pain  for  all  humanity.  We  waste  our  pain  in- 
stead of  using  it  to  make  us  stronger.  We  must  not 
lose  the  finer  things  of  life  because  of  pain  and  reverses. 
Is  there  a  blessing  in  persecution?  If  we  suffer  with 
Jesus,  we  will  also  reign  with  him.  There  is  only  one 
way  to  know  Jesus,  and  that  is  to  suffer  with  him  and 
for  him.  There  is  only  one  person  responsible  for  your 
failure,  and  that  person  is  you.  There  is  nothing  under 
God's  sun  to  keep  you  from  the  love  of  God,  but  you. 
Oh,  that  we  had  that  quality  in  us  that  our  reverses,  our 
sorrows,  our  sufferings,  would  drive  us  upward!" 

Omak,  Wash.  Mrs.  Ella  Dynes. 


Women's  Rally — Middle  Iowa 

The  western  section  of  Middle  Iowa  held  the  annual 
women's  rally,  in  the  Dallas  Center  church  on  Feb.  18. 
1941.  Despite  a  very  cold  day  a  good  attendance  shared 
an  inspirational  service.  District  officers  as  well  as 
guests  from  the  other  churches  were  present. 

The  theme,  The  Healing  of  the  Nations,  was  carried 
through  in  well-thought-out  devotional  services,  as  well 
as  in  the  temperance  address  by  Mrs.  Luella  Ely,  presi- 
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dent  of  the  Guthrie  County  W.  C.  T.  U.  There  were 
two  inspirational  and  informational  addresses  by  Eliza 
B.  Miller  of  Waterloo. 

We  were  glad  for  the  report  that  our  quota  to  the  na- 
tional project  has  been  exceeded. 

Roll  call  of  the  churches  preceded  a  delicious  covered 
dish  dinner  served  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa.  Maud  L.  Moser. 


"As"  and  "So" 

Some  texts  from  the  Bible  are  like  some  joys  or  sor- 
rows, gains  or  losses  or  scenery — we  cannot  forget  them. 
Since  there  is  little  that  is  new  under  the  sun,  perhaps 
there  are  still  some  new  approaches  to  old  truths.  For 
centuries  men  have  vied  with  each  other  to  lift  truth 
a  bit  above  the  common  level.  The  wise  man  in  Prov. 
27:  19  perhaps  excels  in  the  statement  of  one  great 
truth  when  he  says,  "As  in  water  face  answereth  to  face, 
so  [doth]  the  heart  of  man  to  man."  Centuries  later 
Paul  worded  the  same  truth  a  bit  differently,  stressing 
that  whatsoever  a  man  sows,  that  shall  he  also  reap. 

The  wise  man's  words  require  study  for  appreciation. 
For  the  writer,  it  took  ten  years  of  meditation  on  this 
text  before  it  began  to  flower  and  bloom!  Only  after 
a  rain  on  a  Saturday  night,  and  as  we  were  driving  on 
Sunday  morning  to  a  Quaker  community  to  preach,  was 
this  great  text  made  plain.  As  Molly  trotted  along  we 
looked  into  the  water  along  the  road  and  saw  the  bodily 
movements  and  color  of  our  steed.  We  saw  the  buggy 
wheels  turning  on  their  axles,  also  the  fleeting  clouds  of 
varying  colors  and  shapes.  We  saw  the  fences,  tele- 
phone poles  and  wires  with  an  occasional  bird,  mute  or 
singing.  In  the  remaining  pools  of  water  we  saw  re- 
flected the  peach,  apricot  and  cherry  trees  in  bloom;  the 
buds  of  apple  and  pear  trees  with  their  varying  colors, 
just  then  bursting  to  add  glory  and  beauty  to  the  land- 
scape. At  the  foot  of  the  distant  slopes  were  green 
patches  of  alfalfa,  with  pine  and  fir  trees  dotted  here  and 
there  about  the  ranch  homes.  But  above  this  were  the 
snow-capped  mountains  adding  their  majesty  to  the 
marvelous  scene.  And  all  this  we  saw  in  God's  first, 
last  and  best  mirror — water.  The  after-the-rain  pools 
of  water  reflected  what  was  above  them.  It  was  then 
that  these  few  words  were  made  plain.  I  said  to  my- 
self, "I  know  what  that  ten-year  text  means  to  say. 
What  we  put  into  life  we  get  out  of  it.  That  is  just 
what  Paul  said  in  a  different  way,  or  that  whatsoever  a 
man  sows,  so  also  shall  he  reap." 

But  this  text  excels  all  others  in  that  we  need  not 
wait  five  or  ten  years  to  see  its  truth  demonstrated. 
There  are  few  country  folks  who  have  not  tested  this 
text  in  their  childhood.  As  a  boy,  Solomon  waded  in 
the  water  mirror,  as  you  all  have  in  this  first  mirror. 
As  Solomon,  you  have  found  a  smile  coming  back  if 
you  smiled,  an  ugly  face  if  yours  was  ugly.  Smash  ev- 
ery glass  factory  and  destroy  every  seed,  and  we  yet 
will  have  God's  first  mirror  by  which  to  verify  the  truth 
of  our  text. 

Man  and  water  have  always  gone  together.  Over 
mountains  or  across  plains  or  deserts,  man  must  keep 
near  this  mirror.  Man  can  live  apart  from  many  things, 
but  not  from  water.  He  has  this  element  to  remind  him 
daily  of  the  fact  that  we  get  what  we  sow.  The  next 
time  it  rains  walk  down  the  street  and  prove  for  your- 


self that  God  is  benevolent,  provident  and  wise  when  he 
related  us  so  closely  to  water  and  the  truth  it  teaches. 

Not  to  believe  this  truth  is  to  forsake  all  truth  and 
plunge  the  world  into  a  state  of  hopelessness  and  help- 
lessness. We  must  insist  that  all  believe  this  eternal 
truth.  "As  in  water  face  answereth  to  face,  so  [doth] 
the  heart  of  man  to  man." 

"As"  and  "so,"  though  small  words,  are  most  signifi- 
cant; between  these  lie  all  joys  and  victory,  all  triumphs 
and  enrichments,  all  success  or  remorse,  loss  and  trag- 
edy. The  "as"  of  a  man's  life  tells  what  the  "so"  will 
be;  or  the  "so"  of  his  life  tells  what  the  "as"  has  been. 
How  different  and  divergent  each  may  be  and  will  be  if 
we  disbelieve  or  neglect  to  put  the  best  into  life! 

What  will  the  world  be  like  when  we  get  our  first 
glimpse  of  the  "so"  of  this  program?  This  unforgettable 
text  is  one  that  never  misdirects  if  obeyed.  It  will  end 
in  a  glorified  "so." 

Mooreland,  Ind.  Jno.  R.  Peters. 


Robinson,  Pa.,  Women's  Work 

The  Women's  Helping  Hand  organization  was  organ- 
ized in  the  Robinson  church  in  November  of  1939.  There 
are  thirty-eight  members  with  an  average  attendance 
of  twenty-six.  We  have  had  reports  of  the  mission 
fields  during  the  meetings.  Our  mission  quota  has  been 
paid  and  $140  was  donated  for  the  improvement  of  our 
church  basement.  The  church  has  been  working  to  com- 
plete the  basement  for  six  Sunday-school  classes.  The 
labor  of  painting  the  walls  and  repairing  the  floor  was 
largely  donated.  The  expense  of  the  materials  was  paid 
by  the  women's  organization  and  others. 

The  first  Tuesday  of  every  month  is  the  regular  meet- 
ing time.  At  the  last  meeting  of  1940,  new  officers  were 
elected  and  the  group  decided  to  be  as  active  as  pos- 
sible. Our  emphasis  this  year  is  for  the  spiritual  en- 
richment of  the  church  and  with  that  the  better  at- 
tendance in  church,  Sunday  school,  and  our  women's 
meeting.  We  are  enclosing  a  list  of  the  objectives  for 
this  work  for  the  year. 

Objectives  of  ihe  Robinson  Women's  Work  for  1941 

A.  Enrichment  of  Our  Spiritual  Life — 

1.  Attend  the  regular  church  service  once  a  month  in 
a  body. 

2.  Have  a  definite  worship  period  at  the  regular 
monthly  meeting. 

3.  Encourage  Bible  reading  and  memorizing  of  Scrip- 
ture. 

4.  Bring  children  and  husbands  to  Sunday-school  and 
church  services  regularly. 

5.  Sponsor  some  project  during  the  Lenten  season. 

6.  Let  God  direct  our  thoughts,  our  acts,  our  words. 

7.  Pray  more. 

8.  Do  all  we  can  for  the  upbuilding  of  Christ's  church 
upon  earth. 

B.  Evangelism  and  Missionary  Work — 

1.  Nearly  every  home  has  someone  who  does  not  be- 
long to  the  Lord.  Start  winning  that  individual  to 
Christ. 

2.  Certainly  in  every  family  relationship  there  are 
those  who  are  outside  of  Christ.  Help  them  to  turn  to 
him  now. 

3.  Study   together   some   missionary   book   and   facts 
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about  our  mission  work.    Much  material  may  be  found 
regularly  in  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

4.  Support  the  church  in  a  series  of  evangelistic  mes- 
sages. 

5.  CJo  the  second  mile  in  service. 

C.  Finer  Social  Life — 

1.  Resolve  to  be  agreeable. 

2.  Put  away  antagonistic  attitudes. 

3.  Show  a  spirit  of  forgiveness. 

4.  Practice  equality. 

5.  Refuse  to  listen  to  unwholesome  facts.    Absolutely 
refuse  to  repeat  them  to  others,  even  to  friends. 

6.  Forget  petty  differences. 

7.  Be  possessed  with  the  spirit  of  co-operation. 

D.  Physical  Life  and  Family  Adjustment — 

1.  Maintain  wholesome  living  for  young  and  old. 

2.  Give  proper  instruction  to  boys  and  girls  as  they 
mature. 

3.  Teach  cleanliness  of  body  and  mind. 

4.  Respect  the  highest  ideals. 

5.  Make  our  homes  more  Christian. 

6.  Plan  recreation  for  relaxation  and  creative  living. 

E.  District  Project — 

1.  Give  support  to  Camp  Harmony. 

2.  Arrange  for  a  part  scholarship  for  one  or  two  of 
our  children  a  year.  Mrs.  Robert  Dunsmore, 

Robinson,  Pa.  Mrs.  John  H.  Clawson. 


Bro.  Jos.  A.  Hylton 

March  2  of  this  year  the  Ninth  Street  church  was  saddened  by 
the  news  that  Bro.  Jos.  A.  Hylton,  senior  deacon,  had   passed 
away  the  night  before. 
Bro.  Hylton  was  born  June  21,  1878,  near  Cave  Spring,  Roanoke 

County,  Virginia.  All  his  life 
was  lived  in  or  near  Roanoke. 
He  was  married  in  1895  to  Vir- 
ginia King.  Fifteen  children 
were  born  to  them.  The  wife 
and  eight  children  survive.  Bro. 
Hylton  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
but  eight  years  later  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

It  was  nearly  forty  years  ago 
that  he  came  to  this  neighbor- 
hood and  farmed  the  very  land 
on  which  his  home  now  stands, 
as  well  as  the  factory  in  which 
he   worked. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hylton 
were  among  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Ninth  Street  church 
and  have  always  been  faithful 
members.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  they  have  served  in  the 
deacon's  office  and  for  several 
years  past  Bro.  Hylton  has  been  chairman  of  the  deacon  body. 
He  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  members  of  the  Ninth  Street 
church  and  by  the  many  friends  with  whom  he  worked  at  the 
silk  mill  where  he  was  affectionately  known  as  "Uncle  Joe"  by 
many  who  had  learned  to  appreciate  his  words  of  kindly  advice 
and   helpfulness. 

The  memory  of  his  Christian  life  is  a  heritage  for  his  children 
far   greater  than  wealth   or  riches. 

Roanoke,  Va.  H.  A.  Hoover. 


Another    Home    Going 

Ida  Alice  Brubaker,  daughter  of  Javan  and  Mary  Gibson,  was 
born  near  Virden,  111.,  Sept.  27,  1862.  She  died  Feb.  25,  1941,  at 
Canton,  Ohio.  She  grew  to  maturity  near  Virden,  111.,  in  a 
happy  Christian  home.  She  attended  the  country  school  and  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church  where  she  was  baptized  in  youth.  On 
March  13,  1879,  she  married  Peter  Brubaker.  To  them  four 
children  were  born.  When  they  were  yet  small  they  were 
among  the  couples  who  felt  the  West  calling  and  they  located  on 
a  farm  near  Great  Bend,  Kans.  They  lived  through  the  grass- 
hopper years  and  the  times  when  scorching  winds  resulted  in 
slight  crops.     They  were  active  in  the  Walnut  Valley  church. 


Sterling,  111.,  was  their  next  home,  where  they  had  pleasant 
associations  with  Elder  and  Sister  Peter  Keltner.  Frontier 
places  always  had  their  appeal  to  this  busy  couple;  thus  the 
early  nineteen  hundreds  found  them  in  the  church  at  Worthing- 
ton,  Minn.  Here  Sister  Brubaker  was  active  in  the  work  of  the 
church,  encouraging  others  to  do  likewise.  Here  she  saw  her 
two  sons  called  to  the  office  of  deacon  and  her  husband  to  the 
ministry.  In  October  1905  she  joined  her  husband  and  daughter, 
Cora,  as  leaders  in  organizing  the  mission  in  Minneapolis  under 
the  direction  of  the  district  mission  board.  Here  she  was  a  real 
leader  among  the  women.  Her  personal  kindnesses  and  Chris- 
tian manner  were  a  great  asset  to  the  mission.  Young  people 
found  an  understanding  comrade.  The  frontier  West  farther  on 
called  again,  and  the  church  at  Medicine  Hat,  Canada,  found 
them  loyal  supporters  and  leaders.  Her  home  and  hearth  always 
had  its  latch  strings  out. 

The  last  eight  years  they  lived  in  the  home  of  their  daughter, 
Mrs.  David  Masters  (Cora)  in  Canton,  Ohio,  spending  the  winters 
in  Florida. 

March  13,  1929,  they  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniver- 
sary at  the  Belvedere  church  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  where  they 
resided  for  a  few  years. 

She  had  an  unusual  love  for  poetry.  She  committed  poems  by 
the  dozen  and  entertained  many. 

Last  November  she  had  a  stroke  and  for  ninety-three  days  she 
lay  patiently  and  waited  until  she  passed  on.  One  son  died  in 
youth;  Albert  and  Elmer  both  passed  on  before  her.  She  has 
nine  grandchildren  and  fourteen  great-grandchildren  besides  her 
daughter  and  her  companion  who  miss  her  precious  life.  Then 
there  are  two  living  sisters,  Mrs.  Julia  Carr  and  Melva  Wrights- 
man,  both  of  Virden,  111.  Many  nieces,  including  the  writer,  and 
nephews,  who  affectionately  knew  her  as  Aunt  Ida,  also  mourn 
her   going. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Inman,  her  pastor,  conducted  the  funeral  services  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Canton,  Ohio. 


Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich. 


Mrs.  David  P.  Schechter. 


From  Paradise,  California 

When  I  returned  to  Paradise  I  found  that  the  chairs,  piano, 
and  songbooks  had  been  taken,  and  that  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Mission  Home  sign  had  been  torn  down  and  removed. 
They  had  constructed  crude  benches  to  take  the  places  of  the 
neat  and  comfortable  chairs;  they  were  singing  in  the  good  old 
Brethren    fashion.      Their    enthusiasm    was    simply    marvelous. 

The  attendance  was  around  forty-five,  even  though  rain  had 
been  coming  down  in  copious  amounts  for  a  number  of  weeks. 
The  mission  has  had  an  attendance  of  as  many  as  seventy-two  at 
different  times  since  it  started  in  June  of  1937. 

We  have  made  plans  for  our  camp  meeting  to  be  held  the 
same  place  as  last  year,  or  on  Bro.  Fager's  property  across  the 
street  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Mission,  which  is  at  the 
intersection  of  Sawmill  and  Pearson  roads  in  Paradise,  Calif., 
beginning  June  28. 

Last  summer  at  camp  time  Dr.  Davis  was  with  us  in  a  con- 
ference in  which  we  discussed  plans  for  an  industrial  and  Bible 
project.  Classes  were  carried  on  in  a  small  way  in  crafts  and 
sewing  during  the   summer. 

The  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Mission  asked 
Brother  C.  D.  Fager  to  preach  for  the  mission,  but  as  his  health 
is  not  good  he  could  only  take  it  in  this  emergency.  Anyone 
willing  to  know  more  about  this  need  may  correspond  with  Bro. 
C.  D.  Fager  of  Paradise,  Calif. 

Anyone  coming  to  the  camp  meeting,  which  is  free,  will  find 
ample  room  for  camping.  Last  year  two  hundred  and  fifty 
people  registered,  although  many  lived  in  near-by  churches  and 
some  came  from  a  distance  for   one  day  only. 

The  Bible  teaching  was  so  beneficial  that  thirteen  were  bap- 
tized. The  Christian  fellowship  was  indeed  refreshing,  so  come 
again. 

Bring  your  own  table  service  and  lunch  any  day  and  fellow- 
ship with  us  if  you  cannot  come  and  camp  out  for  the  entire 
summer. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  fruit  and  vegetables  in  this  commu- 
nity and  we  plan  to  have  a  building  on  the  grounds  in  which  to 
do  some  canning  for  local  workers,  the  college,  or  needy  ones. 

Anyone  willing  to  give  woolen  goods  which  can  be  worked 
up  into  quilts,  please  bring  it,  or  send  it  to  us,  as  our  sewing 
department  can  use  it.  Last  year  the  Cripe  sisters  helped  in  the 
sewing  work,  and  the  craft  work  is  being  planned  ahead  of  time 
this  year. 

Miss  Fager,  who  was  camp  nurse  at  Camp  Mack  last  year,  lives 
near  Paradise  now,  and  how  nice  that  she  is  here  to  help  us. 
She  helped  entertain  a  group  of  our  Sunday-school  children  one 
evening. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.  groups  are  invited  to  be  with  us  July  the  6th. 
Bring  picnic  lunch  and  table  service  and  eat  with  the  mission 
group.     Your  fellowship  will  be  appreciated. 


Paradise,  Calif. 


Elice  B.  Neher. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Eisan-Kutchback. — In  the  Little  Church  of  the  Flowers,  Glen- 
dale,  Calif.,  Leslie  Eisan  and  Frances  L.  Kutchback,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, April  5,  1941. — W.  I.  T.  Hoover,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Price-Becker. — March  22,  by  the  undersigned,  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  Galen  Price  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  Elaine  Becker  of 
Modesto,   Calif.— John  H.  Price,  Hemet,  Calif. 

Price-Vaniman. — Aug.  30,  by  the  undersigned,  in  Yuma,  Ariz., 
Glenn  Price  of  Hemet,  Calif.,  and  Marcia  Vaniman  of  La  Verne, 
Calif.— John  H.   Price,  Hemet,   Calif. 

Raver-Keeny. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Codorus,  Pa.,  March  22,  1941,  Harold  Raver  and  Lillian 
Keeny,  both  of  Codorus,  Pa. — Obed  Fry,  New  Freedom,  Pa. 

Ritchie-Lam. — Clyne  Ritchie  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  and  Velma  Lam 
of  Astoria,  111.,  Feb.  16,  at  the  Astoria  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
by  the  undersigned. — John  B.  Grimley,  Chicago,  111. 

Schechler-Yordy. — At  the  Panther  Creek  church,  Roanoke,  111., 
by  the  undersigned,  David  Oliver  Schechter  of  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Mich.,  and  Ruby  Yordy  of  Roanoke,  111.,  April  6,  1941.— Albert 
C.  Wieand,  Chicago,  111. 

Sites-Elder. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Walter  Sites 
and  Margaret  F.  Elder,  by  the  undersigned,  April  5,  1941. — I.  W. 
Sites,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Weimer-Brantner. — At  the  First  church  in  Chicago,  on  March 
26,  1941,  Virgil  Dennis  Weimer  of  Arlington,  Va.,  and  Merle 
Salome  Brantner  of  Polo.  111.,  by  the  undersigned. — Albert  C. 
Wieand,    Chicago,   111. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Beeghley,  Rosa  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Butz,  was 
born  in  Frederick,  Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1894,  and  died  at  the  Good 
Samaritan  hospital,  Dayton,  Ohio,  March  19,  1941.  She  became 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Middle  District  con- 
gregation, when  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  never  lost  her 
love  for  Christ  and  the  church.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elmer  E.  Beeghley.  Nov.  28,  1917,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  daughters.  Surviving  are  the  husband,  three  daughters, 
three  brothers,  and  two  sisters.  Services  at  the  East  Dayton 
church  were  in  charge  of  the  writer,  assisted  by  Brethren  Wil- 
liam Hollinger  and  Henry  Barnhart.  Interment  was  in  the 
Memorial  Park  cemetery. — Hugh  Cloppert,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Burketl,  Gertha,  daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  Clark  Hubble, 
was  born  Sept.  16,  1875,  and  passed  away  March  27,  1941,  at  the 
Methodist  hospital  in  Indianapolis.  She  was  married  to  Charles 
Burkett,  Dec.  30.  1896.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  passed  away  sustained  by  the  hope  of 
eternal  life.  She  was  a  loving,  faithful  wife  and  mother.  A 
daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, three  sons  and  five  daughters,  two  sisters,  four  brothers 
and  seven  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
the  Jamestown  Christian  church  by  Bro.  W.  J.  Heisey. — Lina  N. 
Stoner,  Ladoga,  Ind. 

Carpenter,  Barbara,  aged  76  years,  died  Feb.  5,  1941,  at  her 
home  in  Parsons,  Kans.  She  was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
and  grew  to  womanhood  there.  She  and  her  husband,  Lewis 
Carpenter,  lived  in  Indiana  two  years  before  coming  to  Kansas 
in  February  1884.  With  six  other  families  they  came  to  Parsons, 
in  which  community  they  continued  to  live.  Mr.  Carpenter  died 
in  1917.  Sister  Carpenter  was  an  active  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  a  regular  attendant  at  the  services.  Sur- 
viving are  two  brothers,  two  sisters  and  a  number  of  nieces  and 
nephews.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Parsons 
church  by  Pastor  Lawrence  E.  Lehman,  assisted  by  J.  A.  Camp- 
bell. Interment  was  in  the  Elston  cemetery  near  Altamont, 
Kans. — J.   A.   Campbell,  Parsons,  Kans. 

Chambers,  John  Michael,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Chambers, 
was  born  July  17,  1866,  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  and  passed  away 
at  his  home  in  Octavia,  Nebr.,  March  15,  1941.  He  was  the  last 
of  a  family  of  seven  brothers  and  sisters.  On  Aug.  30,  1891,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Gillie  Crook,  and  to  them  ten  chil- 
dren were  born.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  eight  children,  fif- 
teen grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  The  family  moved 
from  Roanoke,  Va.,  to  Nebraska  in  1914,  where  they  since  re- 
sided. Bro.  Chambers  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  Oc- 
tavia, Oct.  5,  1925,  and  remained  faithful  to  the  end.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Octavia  Brethren  church  in  charge  of 
Bro.  Sam  Garber.  Interment  was  in  the  Edholm  cemetery. — 
Mrs.   Susie   Burkholder,   Octavia,   Nebr. 

Cox,  Frank,  aged  47  years,  8  months  and  2  days,  died  in  the 
Lancaster  General  hospital,  March  3,  1941,  after  an  operation  for 
appendicitis.  Surviving  him  are  his  wife,  eight  children,  an  aged 
father,    two    brothers    and    four    sisters.     Funeral    services    were 


conducted  in  the  Quarryville  funeral  parlors  by  Rev.  Davies, 
pastor  of  the  Little  Britain  Presbyterian  church,  and  Bro.  Rufus 
Bucher,  pastor  of  the  Mechanic  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren.— 
Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa. 

Harris,  George  R.,  son  of  John  and  Mahala  Harris,  was  born 
in  Vigo  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  30,  1859,  and  died  March  31,  1941.  He 
was  married  to  Maggie  West,  April  15,  1891.  To  them  were  born 
six  children,  one  son  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom,  with  his 
wife,  survive.  He  lived  his  entire  life  in  the  county  of  his  birth 
and  seldom  got  far  from  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  were  bap- 
tized in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Dec.  17,  1939,  only  thirteen 
days  before  reaching  the  fourscore  mark.  Because  of  age,  dis- 
tance and  lack  of  conveyance  he  could  not  attend  church  serv- 
ices, but  was  happy  in  his  church  relationship.  On  the  evening 
before  his  death  he  helped  with  the  chores  on  the  farm,  but  soon 
afterward  became  very  ill,  and  at  about  midnight  Eld.  J.  C. 
Mitchell  was  called  to  administer  the  anointing.  He  became  un- 
conscious and  at  noon  on  Monday  passed  away.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  First  Brethren  church  in  Clay  City  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Elders  J.  C.  Mitchell  and  Alfred  Camp- 
bell.— J.  A.  Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Johnson,  Peter  W.,  died  at  his  home  near  Westover,  Md., 
March  9,  1941,  at  the  age  of  83  years,  4  months  and  28  days.  He 
leaves  his  widow,  seven  sons,  two  daughters,  twenty-eight 
grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren.  In  1919  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Green  Hill  church  in  charge  of  Eld.  W.  K.  Mahan.  Interment 
was  in  the  Quinton  cemetery. — Mrs.  E.  Johnson,  Westover,  Md. 

Moore,  Reuben  P.,  was  born  in  Greenbrier,  W.  Va.,  May  4,  1874, 
and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  March  10,  1941. 
He  was  the  son  of  Reuben  B.  and  Octavia  Moore.  Left  an  or- 
phan at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his  eld- 
est sister,  who  preceded  him  in  death  several  years  ago.  On 
Jan.  18,  1900,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Susie  Henry.  To  this 
union  were  born  nine  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Surviving  are  his  wife,  four  daughters,  three  sons,  one  sister  and 
thirteen  grandchildren.  The  early  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in 
Virginia,  where  he  operated  a  general  store.  In  1913  he  with  his 
family  came  to  Greencastle.  He  loved  his  home  and  found  his 
greatest  joy  in  the  companionship  of  his  wife  and  children.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  During  the  past  year  he  had  undergone  great  suffer- 
ing, but  he  bore  it  with  patience  and  expressed  his  gratitude  to 
those  who  were  so  faithful  during  his  illness. — Lewis  Deardorff, 
Ladoga.  Ind. 

Shrider,  Martha  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
Ritter,  was  born  May  27,  1866,  near  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  passed 
away  at  the  Ingham  County  sanitorium,  Lansing,  Mich.,  Feb.  12, 
1941.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  and  remained  a  loyal  and  faithful  worker  to  the 
end  of  her  beautiful  Christian  life.  On  Jan.  1,  1890.  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Neri  Shrider.  To  this  union  three  children 
were  born:  two  sons,  who  preceded  her  in  death,  and  a  daughter. 
Besides  the  husband  and  daughter,  one  grandson  survives.  Fu- 
neral services  in  the  Crystal  church  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Harley  V.  Townsend  of  Woodland,  Mich.,  assisted  by  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Bollinger  of  Vestaburg.  Burial  was  in  the  Crystal  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Harley  V.  Townsend,  Woodland,  Mich. 

Skiles,  Eveline,  born  near  Edna  Mills,  Ind.,  April  26,  1863,  died 
in  Rossville,  Ind.,  April  1,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Susan  BlickenstafE.  She  married  Samuel  Skiles  on  Oct.  1, 
1883.  He  died  in  1918.  One  adopted  daughter,  one  sister  and 
one  brother  survive.  Funeral  services  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Rossville  were  conducted  by  Bro.  John  Root.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Rossville  cemetery. — Lillian  A.  Hufford,  Rossville, 
Ind. 

Stark,  David,  died  in  the  Cambridge  hospital  Jan.  23,  1941,  at 
the  age  of  87  years  and  7  days.  Bro.  Stark  was  baptized  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mechanic 
Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  five  years  only,  but  he  re- 
joiced greatly  in  the  new  life  he  received.  Although  his  failing 
health  prevented  him  from  attending  the  services  he  always  sent 
his  contributions  to  the  church.  The  past  few  years  he  lived 
with  his  son,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  immediate  family. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Quarryville  funeral  parlors 
with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Rufus  Bucher,  in  charge.  Interment  was 
in  the  Quarryville  cemetery. — Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville. 
Pa. 

Switzer,  Benjamin  Franklin,  aged  66  years,  died  at  his  home 
near  Vestaburg.  He  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  HI.,  the  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Susan  Switzer.  He  married  Susannah  Dett- 
weiler  at  Midland,  Va.,  in  1896.  In  1905  they  moved  to  Tuscola 
County  and  in  1908  to  the  Vestaburg  vicinity.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty-nine  years.  Surviving 
are  the  widow,  five  sons,  eight  grandchildren,  one  sister  and 
three  brothers.  Services  at  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Ferris  were 
in  charge  of  Bro.  H.  V.  Townsend,  assisted  by  the  writer. — Sam- 
uel Bollinger,  Vestaburg,  Mich. 

Switzer,  Linda  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Janet 
Switzer,  was  born  March  13,  1941,  and  died  March  15,  1941.  She 
is  survived  by  her  parents  and  three  grandparents.  Interment 
was  in  the  Lebanon  cemetery  near  Mt.  Sidney. — Oneitta  Byers. 
Mt.  Sidney,  Va. 

Wicker t,  Ira  C,  son  of  Martin  and  Mary  Bucher  Wickert.  was 
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born  near  Ipava,  111.,  Jan.  6,  1898,  and  departed  this  life  at  the 
Bell  Mission  hospital,  Maywood,  Calif.,  Mar.  19,  1941.  He  was 
one  of  twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  His  mother, 
three  brothers  and  six  sisters  survive  him.  After  finishing  high 
school  at  Astoria,  111.,  he  attended  Bethany  Training  School  in 
Chicago  for  one  year.  The  next  year  he  entered  Mt.  Morris 
College,1  from  which  school  he  received  his  degree  in  1922.  He 
continued  his  school  work  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin  the  fol- 
lowing year,  receiving  his  degree  at  the  close  of  the  school  year. 
He  came  to  California  in  1926  and  was  employed  by  the  Los 
Angeles  board  of  education  for  thirteen  and  one-half  years.  On 
June  27,  1925,  he  was  married  to  Esther  Marie  Snavely  of  Wat- 
erloo, Iowa.  Three  sons  were  born  to  this  union  who,  with  the 
wife,  survive.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  in  which  he  worshiped  and  served  until  his  go- 
ing home.  He  possessed  three  elements  of  personality  that  go  to 
make  a  great  character:  he  accepted  the  world  as  divinely  cre- 
ated, and  especially  found  pleasure  in  being  a  student  of  nat- 
ural plant  life;  he  was  a  lover  of  people,  retaining  many  ac- 
quaintances of  years'  standing,  as  well  as  being  interested  in 
many  people  performing  worthy  services;  he  had  an  indomitable 
faith  in  God  which  motivated  his  active  life,  provided  him  with 
comfort  in  the  years  of  affliction,  and  gave  him  a  clear  vision  and 
a  peaceful  hope  as  he  approached  his  entrance  into  eternal  life. 
Memorial  services  at  the  Rice  mortuary  in  Maywood  and  at  the 
La  Verne  Memorial  Park  were  in  charge  of  the  writer. — G.  O. 
Stutsman,  Los  Angeles,   Calif. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS  ' 

California 
Hemel. — During  the  winter  we  enjoyed  an  increase  in  attend- 
ance at  Sunday-school  and  church  services,  especially  in  the  chil- 
dren's department.  Recently  we  received  the  letters  of  mem- 
bership of  Brother  and  Sister  Alvo  Price  and  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Zafon  Hartman.  These  families  are  contributing  much  to  our 
church.  On  Feb.  2  the  deputation  team  from  La  Verne  College 
gave  an  interesting  program  at  the  morning  service  after  which 
a  basket  dinner  and  social  time  were  enjoyed.  On  Feb.  21  at 
a  birthday  dinner  sponsored  by  the  women's  work  the  women's 
work  council  of  the  district  gave  an  interesting  and  helpful  pro- 
gram. We  are  decorating  the  church  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Challengers'  class.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Good 
Friday  evening,  and  an  Easter  breakfast  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  I.  B.  Gibbel  following  the  sunrise  service  at  the  Ro- 
mona  Bowl.  Hemet  Valley  has  a  healthful  climate  and  our  lit- 
tle church  has  need  of  workers;  if  you  are  looking  for  a  home 
we  would  be  happy  to  have  you  locate  here. — Mrs.  Sadie  Price, 
Hemet,   Calif.,  April  3. 

Oakland. — We  have  received  eight  letters  of  membership  since 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  During  the  world  week  of  prayer 
we  held  three  special  prayer  meetings  at  the  church.  On  Feb.  4 
our  adult  Sunday-school  class  enjoyed  a  social  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Alice  Jackson.  On  Feb.  24  the  entire  church  group  met 
for  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  church  with  Mr.  Lawton  Harris, 
executive  secretary  of  the  East  Bay  Church  Federation,  bringing 
us  a  message  in  the  interest  of  the  National  Christian  Mission, 
followed  by  an  old-fashioned  "sing"  led  by  Mr.  Harris.  We 
were  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  enjoy  so  many  phases  of 
this  Christian  mission.  Of  outstanding  interest  was  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  denominational  luncheon,  at  which  Bro.  J. 
Quinter  Miller  told  us  in  a  most  interesting  way  about  the  work 
of  the  church  federation  and  of  the  Christian  mission.  We  have 
enjoyed  having  a  little  part  in  the  program  of  peace  and  relief. 
What  we  have  appreciated  most  has  been  fellowship  with  our 
returned  missionaries.  The  Crumpackers  and  Ikenberrys  with 
Sister  Minerva  Metzger  arrived  on  March  13.  At  the  morning 
worship  hour  Sister  Metzger  brought  an  inspiring  message  about 
the  conditions  which  are  forcing  our  missionaries  to  leave  their 
work  in  China.  On  March  15  the  two  families  went  to  Los 
Angeles.  On  March  20  Sisters  Anna  Hutchison  and  Laura  Shock 
and  Bro.  Harlan  Smith  and  family  arrived.  We  were  sorry  that 
Sister  Smith  could  not  leave  the  boat  because  of  illness  in  the 
family.  Sisters  Hutchison  and  Shock  and  Bro.  Smith  gave  us 
interesting  messages  at  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  church  on  the 
twenty-first.  They  all  went  to  Los  Angeles  the  next  day.  On 
March  29  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Wampler  and  two  sons  and 
Sister  Minor  Myers  with  her  son  and  daughter  arrived,  and 
were  with  us  over  Sunday.  Bro.  Wampler  brought  us  the  mes- 
sage in  the  morning;  we  enjoyed  another  period  of  fellowship 
with  dinner  at  the  church;  and  Sisters  Wampler  and  Myers 
gave  us  messages  in  the  evening.  These  contacts  with  faithful 
servants  of  our  Master  surely  will  increase  our  interest  and 
service  in  his  work. — Ivy  Walter,  Oakland,  Calif.,  April  7. 

Florida 
Winter  Park. — March  brought  us  a  number  of  visiting  speak- 
ers, with  highly  inspirational  messages.  From  March  9  to  14 
Bro.  Walter  Kahle  spoke  on  The  Christ  Approach  to  the  Money 
Problem,  giving  us  some  very  helpful  suggestions  on  how  to 
"stretch  short  dollars"  and  avoid  "fifth  column"  activities  when 
spending  our  money.  On  March  16  Sister  Ida  Shumaker.  who 
has  completed  thirty  years  of  service  as  a  missionary  to  India, 
brought    us    several   messages    in    her    inimitable    manner.      Mis- 


sions should  mean  a  great  deal  more  to  us  because  of  her  visit. 
On  March  23  Bro.  Harl  Russell  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  national 
president  of  the  Brethren  men's  work  organization,  addressed  us 
on  the  subject.  We  Must  Build.  His  inspiring  message  was  ap- 
preciated by  all.  Our  council  will  meet  April  10.  A  number  of 
tourist  brethren  and  sisters  have  spent  some  time  in  our  midst 
and  lent  inspiration  to  the  work  here. — Chester  E.  Shuler,  Win- 
ter Park,  Fla.,  April  4. 

Idaho 
Winchester. — At  our  church  council  held  March  11  it  was  de- 
cided to  retain  Bro.  Willis  O.  Neff  as  pastor  until  the  beginning 
of  the  church  year.  Our  aid  society  meets  every  two  weeks. 
This  group  has  helped  a  needy  family  with  clothing,  and,  in 
co-operation  with  the  community  aid,  gave  Sister  Neff  a  shower. 
— Amanda  E.  Flory,  Culdesac,  Idaho,  April  4. 

Indiana 

'  Ladoga. — At  the  council  held  on  April  5  Bro.  W.  J.  Heisey  was 
chosen  elder  for  another  year.  The  church  is  united  in  its  finan- 
cial support  of  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  plan. 
The  offering  received  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  is  given 
for  relief  work  and  for  the  support  of  the  camp  at  Lagro. — Lina 
N.  Stoner,  Ladoga,  Ind.,  April  3. 

Pittsburg. — At  our  council  meeting  on  March  8  we  planned  to 
have  pre-Easter  services  beginning  April  9  and  a  two  weeks' 
revival  meeting  and  Bible  school  sometime  in  July,  the  latter 
in  charge  of  Bro.  John  B.  Wieand  of  Decatur,  111.  The  inter- 
mediate Sunday-school  class  recently  named  themselves  Live 
Wires.  Their  co-operation  in  the  church  services  by  organiz- 
ing a  choir  is  appreciated.  They  are  planning  a  program  for 
Easter.  On  March  16  Lester  Young  and  four  other  young  peo- 
ple had  charge  of  the  service  after  Sunday  school.  It  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  A  basket  dinner  was  served  at  the  church  after 
the    service. — Mrs.    Floyd    Schrader.    Delphi.    Ind.,    April    4. 

Rossville. — At  the  council  on  March  27  Eld.  Robert  L.  Sink, 
who  has  been  pastor  of  this  church  for  the  past  two  years,  was 
re-elected  for  another  year.  One  letter  was  read.  Bro.  Floyd 
Gochenour  was  chosen  secretary  to  represent  this  church  in  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  program.  The  regular  spring  communion 
was  set  for  May  18.  The  church  voted  not  to  be  represented  at 
Annual  Conference  this  year.  The  Sunday-school  and  church 
attendance  has  been  unusually  good  this  winter  and  spring. 
Bro.  Sink  delivered  a  sermon  on  Sunday  night,  March  30,  when 
he  was  feeling  very  ill,  and  on  Monday  morning  following  at  the 
Lafayette  hospital  he  was  operated  on  for  appendicitis.  At  this 
time  he  is  making  satisfactory  progress.  Minerva  Metzger. 
missionary  in  China  for  thirty  years,  has  retired  from  service 
and  is  now  resting  after  a  very  tiresome  journey  home  and  a 
very  trying  experience  in  the  war  territory  in  Shansi  province. 
She  will  make  her  home  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ed  Blickenstaff. 
She  greeted  the  Rossville  church  with  a  short  talk  on  March  23. 
and  stated  she  would  tell  of  her  experiences  at  a  later  date.  She 
will  speak  briefly  at  a  sunrise  Easter  community  service  at  the 
Methodist  church.  In  their  regular  meetings  the  women's  work 
group  is  studying  Stand  By  for  China.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  con- 
tinuing to  meet  every  two  weeks  in  its  new  quarters  in  the 
church  basement.  A  different  speaker  is  invited  for  each  serv- 
ice.— Lillian  A.   Hufford,   Rossville,   Ind.,   April  3. 

Maryland 
Beaver  Dam — Our  church  met  in  semiannual  council  on  April 
5  with  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  R.  Klein,  presiding.  After  a  short  dis- 
cussion it  was  decided  to  have  the  trustees  arrange  for  a  more 
adequate  lighting  system.  Brethren  C.  D.  Metz  and  Norman  E. 
Bohn  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held 
in  Washington,  D.  C.  It  was  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  on 
May  18. — Norman  E.  Bohn,  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  April  5. 

Flower  Hill. — We  held  our  spring  council  on  March  10,  and  our 
love  feast  on  March  23.  Pastor  Jesse  Ziegler  officiated  at  the 
love  feast,  and  the  visiting  brethren  were  Jesse  Kline,  Walter 
Thomas  and  Jesse  P.  Weybright,  chairman  of  the  district  mis- 
sion board.  Delegates  to  district  conference  are  Clark  Toms  and 
Otho  Holsinger.  Our  church  continues  to  grow  under  the  effi- 
cient leadership  of  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
Jesse  Ziegler.  A  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club  is  being 
formed  this  year.  We  have  made  some  improvements  on  our 
church  by  painting  it  both  inside  and  out,  remodeling  the  base- 
ment, changing  the  stairway,  building  a  kitchen  and  adding  a 
heating  plant.  We  plan  to  do  some  work  on  the  church  grounds 
in  the  near  future.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  we  re- 
ceive a  relief  offering.  From  August  1940  to  March  1941  we  have 
received  $130.90.  Two  members  have  been  received  by  letter. 
Bro.  Walter  Miller,  who  has  been  with  us  for  nine  years,  has  left 
for  the  West.  We  are  losing  a  good  man.  The  church  gave  the 
family  a  farewell,  including  the  presentation  of  gifts — a  teacher's 
Bible  to  Bro.  Miller  and  table  linen  to  Sister  Miller.  Our  minis- 
ter and  others  are  showing  us  that  we  have  been  and  are  a 
peace-loving  church,  opposed  to  war. — Mrs.  Dorcas  R.  Davis, 
Rockville,  Md.,  April  5. 

Monocacy. — On  the  evening  of  Feb.  9  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  its 
regular  meeting,  followed  by  a  very  interesting  program  of  vo- 
cal music  and  art  by  Eld.  Ira  Arnold  and  wife  from  Monrovia.  On 
March   16   the  Juniata  mission   band   gave   us   a  very   instructive 
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program  after  which  an  offering  of  $8.29  was  lifted  for  mission 
work  in  Africa.  At  the  regular  spring  council  meeting  on  March 
29  Bro.  Lester  Wolfe  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  and  Eld. 
E.  P.  Schildt  was  re-elected  as  elder  in  charge  for  another  year. 
Eld.  E.  C.  Bixler  assisted  in  these  elections.  The  delegates  to 
district  meeting  are  Charles  A.  Stover  and  John  Fogle.  We  will 
hold  our  spring  love  feast  on  May  11. — Elsie  A.  Eigenbrode, 
Rocky  Ridge,  Md.,  April  3. 

University  Park. — At  our  church  council  on  March  12  a  num- 
ber of  splendid  reports  'were  made  of  the  work  done  during  the 
past  year  by  the  pastor,  men's  work,  ladies'  aid,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and 
other  working  groups.  The  church  kitchen  has  undergone  com- 
plete remodeling  with  new  equipment  added.  During  the  year 
twenty-eight  members  have  been  added  to  the  church,  thirteen 
by  baptism  and  fifteen  by  letter;  twelve  or  more  will  be  received 
in  the  near  future.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  who  has 
served  us  faithfully  for  six  years,  has  been  elected  to  a  teach- 
ing position  on  the  faculty  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  The 
church  accepted  his  resignation  with  appreciation  for  his  service 
rendered  and  regrets  for  his  going  from  us.  The  church  made 
choice  of  Bro.  Alton  Williar  for  deacon  and  unanimously  ratified 
the  licensing  of  Bro.  Robert  McKay  to  serve  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  Brother  and  Sister  S.  L.  Brumbaugh  were  elected 
delegates  to  district  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Washington  City 
church  in  April.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  making  layettes  to  be  used 
in  relief  work.  The  home  enrichment  group  is  giving  a  miscel- 
laneous program  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month,  an  evening 
devoted  to  fellowship  and  worship.  '  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  taking 
up  the  study  of  Christian  Stewardship  and  giving  a  short  talk 
each  Sunday  morning  on  how  a  Christian  in  various  occupa- 
tions may  figure  his  tithe.  Our  annual  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  will  be  held  in  May.  We  are  fortunate  in  having  with 
us  this  week  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe,  head  of  the  department  of  Bible 
and  Religious  Education  at  Bridgewater  College. — Mrs.  Mack 
Baliles,  Washington,  D.  C,  April  7. 

Michigan 

Onekama. — Bro.  Galen  Barkdoll  of  Marilla  is  conducting  our 
pre-Easter  services  now  in  progress.  On  March  16  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  Edson  Ulery  returned  home  from  their  winter's  evangel- 
istic work,  and,  as  usual,  Bro.  Ulery  has  been  very  busy  in 
church  work  at  home.  On  March  5  Bro.  J.  E.  Joseph,  while  de- 
livering produce  in  Manistee,  suffered  a  heart  attack.  He  was 
taken  by  ambulance  to  the  hospital  where  he  remained  four 
days  and  then  was  taken  to  his  home  where  he  is  still  confined 
to  his  bed.  We  are  taking  this  opportunity  to  inform  our  friends 
in  the  West  and  Northwest  that  we  desire  an  interest  in  your 
prayers  and  would  appreciate  a  message  of  comfort.  We  are 
trusting  the  Lord  for  strength  to  carry  on. — Mrs.  J.  E.  Joseph, 
Onekama,  Mich.,  April  7. 

Nebraska 
Octavia. — Since  our  last  report  eleven  have  been  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Our  Sunday  school  has  maintained  an  av- 
erage attendance  during  the  winter  months.  On  Feb.  16  the 
women's  work  group  sponsored  a  covered  dish  dinner  and  re- 
ceived a  freewill  offering.  Bro.  Sam  Garber  and  wife  and  son 
located  here  March  1  to  take  up  the  pastoral  work.  On  March  24 
we  held  a  social  and  grocery  shower  for  them,  with  about  fifty 
present.  Pre-Easter  services,  a  sunrise  service  and  breakfast 
on  Easter,  and  an  Easter  program  by  the  Sunday  school  have 
been  planned.  Eld.  L.  L.  Meek  and  daughter  will  soon  return 
to  their  home  in  Octavia,  after  having  spent  the  winter  at  Ply- 
mouth, Nebr. —  Mrs.   Susie  Burkholder,   Octavia,   Nebr.,  April  3. 

Ohio 

Painter  Creek. — Our  series  of  meetings  began  March  17  and 
closed  March  30  with  a  large  audience.  Bro.  Wilmer  A.  Petry  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  gave  us  strong,  gospel  sermons,  such  that  we  did 
not  want  to  miss  a  single  meeting.  There  were  eleven  bap- 
tized; six  young  married  people  from  our  Home  Builders  class 
and  five  Sunday-school  girls  of  intermediate  age.  Before  the 
meetings  began  our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman,  had  preached 
five  timely  and  helpful  sermons  on  What  Our  Church  Stands  For. 
At  our  regular  business  meeting  held  on  March  13  nine  letters 
of  membership  were  granted.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are 
Millard  Snider,  Ethel  Loxley  and  Herman  Neff.  The  question  of 
representation  at  our  Annual  Conference  was  postponed  for  a 
later  date.  Under  the  direction  of  Kenneth  Honeyman,  a  group 
of  singers  from  our  church  is  practicing  with  those  of  Oakland 
and  the  Gettysburg  churches  for  a  sunrise  service  on  Easter, 
when  the  Messiah  will  be  presented.  The  Sunday  school  at  the 
Red  River  house  is  planning  for  a  program  on  Easter  Sunday 
evening. — Mrs.  Levi  Minnich,  Greenville,  Ohio,  April  3. 

Troy. — At  our  business  meeting  in  March  plans  were  made  for 
a  mother  and  daughter  meeting,  for  love  feast  on  May  4  and 
for  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  early  fall.  Our  church  is 
making  splendid  progress  in  spiritual  and  financial  matters. 
Sunday-school  attendance  is  on  the  increase  and  church  attend- 
ance is  good.  We  are  having  a  week's  service  before  Easter  and 
a  sunrise  service  on  Easter  morning.  A  good  program  was  ren- 
dered at  our  father  and  son  banquet. — Mrs.  Cora  Brill,  Troy, 
Ohio,  April  4. 

Wooster. — The  church  has  felt  the  loss  of  two  of  our  deacon 
body,   Bro.   John   Hochstetler  and   Bro.   Alvin   Fetter.     Each   one 


was  helpful  in  his  own  way.  We  were  fortunate  to  have  Janette 
Basile  of  Canton,  China,  now  a  student  at  Manchester  College, 
give  us  a  talk.  At  that  time  $9.76  was  given  for  the  China  relief 
fund.  The  special  district  meeting  held  here  in  January  was 
well  attended  and  aroused  much  interest  in  the  camp  project. 
The  ladies  have  been  busy  sewing  for  relief  work,  and  furnish- 
ing funds  to  complete  the  painting  in  the  classrooms.  On  March 
9  Mrs.  W.  D.  Fisher  took  charge  of  an  inspirational  dedication 
service  of  our  new  hymnals.  Bro.  Melvin  Hochstetler  spoke  on 
the  influence  of  Christian  music.  Our  pastor  and  church  are 
assisting  in  the  community  Good  Friday  services.  On  Palm  Sun- 
day Bro.  Fisher  conducted  consecration  services  for  four  chil- 
dren. In  the  evening  the  Wooster  and  Canton  churches  co-op- 
erated in  giving  to  a  well-filled  church  the  cantata,  The  Glory 
of  Easter.  At  our  last  business  meeting  the  church  set  May  4 
as  the  date  for  the  love  feast.  We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  Sister 
Letha  Holmes,  our  Messenger  agent,  in  making  it  possible  for 
us  to  qualify  as  a  one  hundred  per  cent  club.  Bro.  Henry  Korn- 
haus  and  Bro.  Joe  Musser  were  chosen  delegates  to  district 
meeting  to  be  held  at  Camp  Zion  in  August.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  all-day  meeting  in 
May. — Mrs.  Ivan  Moomaw,  Wooster,  Ohio,  April  9. 

Pennsylvania 

Mechanic  Grove. — Since  our  last  report  to  the  Messenger  we 
have  received  fifteen  members  by  letter.  We  heartily  welcome 
these  folks  to  our  church  membership,  which  now  totals  245. 
Three  members  have  been  lost  by  death  and  one  moved  into 
another  church  district.  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville, 
Ohio,  will  begin  a  revival  meeting  in  our  church  April  27  to 
continue  for  two  weeks.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Saturday 
evening,  May  31,  preceded  by  a  self-examination  service  in  the 
afternoon.  Delegates  to  the  district  meeting  are  Bro.  Charles 
Schreiber  and  Sisters  Anna  Schreiber  and  Naomi  Wenger.  Our 
senior  and  junior  aid  societies  are  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  relief  causes.  Plans  are  being  made  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school  to  be  held  this  summer. — Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville, 
Pa.,  April  5. 

Midway. — On  Jan.  5  the  church  decided  to  assume  the  support 
of  Sister  Bessie  Crim,  missionary  to  China.  On  the  evening  of 
Feb.  9  the  mixed  chorus  of  the  church  rendered  a  program  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  H.  G.  Gottshall.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  P.  H. 
Sanger  delivered  a  challenging  missionary  sermon,  and  an  offer- 
ing of  $219.85  was  received.  On  Feb.  26  the  men's  work  organ- 
ization sponsored  a  program  on  Civilian  Public  Service  camps 
with  Bro.  James  M.  Moore  as  guest  speaker.  At  our  March 
council  the  following  delegates  were  chosen  to  represent  our 
church   at   district   meeting:   Brethren   Mark   Keller,   Henry   W. 


Change  of  Messenger  Address 


Your  Messenger  will  reach  you  prompt- 
ly at  your  new  address  if  you  will  give  us 
at  least  two  weeks'  notice  of  change.  Help 
us  to  serve  you  better,  avoiding  both  delay 
and  expense,  by  sending  the  information 
suggested  below: 


Brethren  Publishing  House 
16-24  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  I1L 

Please  note  the  following  change  in  ad- 
dress for  my  Gospel  Messenger — 


Name 

New  Address   

City State 

Old  Address  

City State 
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Patches,  Howard  Patches  and  Paul  Forney.  Our  delegate  to  the 
Annual  Conference  is  Bro.  Cyrus  Krall.  Since  our  last  report 
one  applicant  was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  six  cer- 
tificates of  membership  were  received  and  eleven  granted.  At 
our  Bible  institute,  the  week  end  of  March  30,  Bro.  A.  C. 
Baugher  delivered  two  inspirational  messages.  We  are  planning 
an  all-day  rally  for  April  27,  with  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  as  the  guest  speaker.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  May  10  and  11. — Nora  L.  Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  April  2. 

Mi.  Olivet.— On  March  30  Bro.  Forrest  Weller  of  Elizabeth- 
town  College  conducted  a  Bible  institute.  His  messages  were 
helpful  and  inspiring.  The  young  people's  meeting  of  the  north- 
ern zone  of  Southern  Pennsylvania  will  be  held  at  Mt.  Olivet 
in  the  near  future.  We  expect  to  hold  our  annual  council  meet- 
ing May  4  and  our  love  feast  May  5.  Bro.  Mark  Ebersole  of 
Hershey  will  become  our  pastor  for  the  summer  months  be- 
ginning June  1.  On  account  of  much  sickness  our  services 
were  not  so  largely  attended  during  the  winter  months.  We 
pray  that  with  the  coming  of  spring  and  the  Easter  season  new 
zeal  and  courage  will  lead  us  to  consecrate  our  lives  more  fully 
to  the  service  of  the  kingdom. — -Mrs.  Ada  Brandt,  Millerstown, 
Pa.,  April  8. 

Palmyra. — Early  in  the  year  a  number  of  the  men  of  the 
church  went  two  by  two  to  visit  in  the  homes  of  the  members 
and  secure  subscriptions  for  the  Messenger.  The  younger  men's 
Bible  class  has  recently  prepared  a  church  bulletin,  containing 
the  order  of  worship  and  announcements  for  each  Sunday.  On 
the  evening  of  March  13  the  mothers  and  daughters  rendered  an 
interesting  program  on  the  theme.  Friendship.  During  March 
several  illustrated  lessons  on  temperance  were  presented  during 
the  Christian  Workers'  hour.  On  a  Sunday  night  in  February 
slides  on  our  China  mission  field  were  shown.  During  the  Chris- 
tian Workers'  period  on  the  evening  of  March  23  Bro.  F.  S. 
Carper  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  conditions  now  existing  in 
China.  This  date  marked  the  twenty-ninth  anniversary  of  his 
service  in  the  Christian  ministry.  At  the  morning  service  there 
were  sixteen  members  present  who  were  present  on  the  occa- 
sion of  Bro.  Carper's  being  installed  by  Elders  John  Herr  and 
Samuel  Hertzler.  In  our  Sunday  evening  services  Bro.  Carper 
has  been  giving  us  a  series  of  very  helpful,  practical  sermons  on 
worship.  Brethren  Zug  and  Garber  preach  every  third  Sunday 
morning  and  each  of  our  ministers  teaches  an  adult  Bible  class. 
Our  prayer  meetings  are  growing  in  attendance  and  interest, 
having  some  seventy  present  as  we  study  the  Psalms  under  Bro. 
Carper's  teaching.  Sister  Mary  Shaeffer  will  be  with  us  for  all 
the  services  on  March  30.  Our  quarterly  council  will  be  held  on 
the  evening  of  April  2,  and  our  love  feast  on  May  4  with  services 
all  day.  We  expect  to  have  a  series  of  services  during  Passion 
Week. — Mrs.  Moses  Groy,  Palmyra,  Pa.,  March  27. 

Schuylkill. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  March  16  Bro. 
S.  K.  Wenger  was  again  elected  elder  for  three  years.  Our 
church  schedule  has  been  changed.  We  now  have  Sunday  school 
and  church  at  the  Big  Dam  house  every  Sunday  morning  and 
at  the  Struphour's  house  every  four  weeks  at  2  P.  M.  The  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  are  Sister  Painter  and  Bro.  Mark  Wolf. 
In  the  Big  Dam  church  improvements  have  been  added  in  var- 
nishing and  new  carpet.  The  chorus  class  has  installed  new 
lights  and  purchased  an  electric  sweeper.  At  our  missionary 
meeting  on  March  30  Bro.  Ammon  Merkey  of  Fredericksburg 
gave  a  very  inspiring  sermon.  We  expect  to  have  Bro.  A.  C. 
Baugher  of  Elizabethtown  College  to  conduct  a  Bible  institute 
April  5,  6.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  24,  25  in  the  Big 
Dam  house. — Dora  G.  Herring,  Pinegrove,  Pa.,  March  31. 

Spring  Grove. — At  the  regular  council  on  March  29  one  cer- 
tificate of  membership  was  granted;  three  were  granted  earlier 
in  the  year.  The  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Bro.  Clar- 
ence Horst  and  the  writer,  alternates  Brethren  Horace  Warner 
and  Simon  Landis.  It  was  decided  to  have  an  all-day  meeting 
at  the  Kemper  house  sometime  this  summer.  The  date  for  our 
love  feast  at  the  Kemper  house  is  May  11. — Noah  W.  Martin, 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  March  31. 

Smiihfield. — We  met  in  council  on  the  evening  of  April  1  with 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  presiding.  Brethren  Eli  Hoover  and  C.  D. 
Baker  were  elected  delegates  to  our  district  meeting.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  May  4  with  Bro.  I.  B.  Kensinger 
officiating.  Bro.  Clarence  Ferry,  who  moved  from  our  congre- 
gation, was  granted  his  church  certificate.  Our  evangelistic 
meeting  will  be  conducted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Emmert  Frederick; 
the  date  will  be  announced  later.  The  Juniata  College  mission 
band  presented  an  inspiring  program  in  our  church  on  March  30. 
— Mrs.  Fred  Hoover,  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  April  7. 

Virginia 
Greenmounl. — At  the  council  meeting  on  March  14  the  fol- 
lowing delegates  to  district  meeting  were  appointed:  Walter 
Wampler,  C.  T.  Good,  Sallie  Myers  and  D.  R.  Miller.  We  will  not 
send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  A  summary  for  the  year 
showed  that  the  total  Sunday-school  enrollment  for  our  con- 
gregation the  past  year  was  491,  the  total  Sunday-school  offerings 
were  $785.61,  the  amount  raised  for  peace  and  relief  was  $143.77, 
and  the  total  given  to  missions  was  $851.93.  Bro.  Marion  J. 
Craun  has  been  called  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church,  his  serv- 
ices to  begin  on  May  1,  1941.  The  children  and  young  people  of 
the  Greenmount  church  are  preparing  a  program  for  the  Easter 
morning  service.    Our  communion  service  at  the  Mt.  Zion  church 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

North     Dakota     and     Eastern 

Montana — Carrington,      June 

26-29. 
Ohio,    Southern — New   Carlisle, 

May  2,   3. 
Pennsylvania,      Eastern — H  a  t- 

field,  April  30,  May  1. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

California 

April  27,  6:30  pm,  Pasadena. 
May  4,  4  pm,  Glendale,  First. 

Idaho 

May  17,  Clearwater. 

Illinois 

May  4,  7  pm,  Mt.  Morris. 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

April  26,  7:30  pm,  Brick,  Nettle 
Creek. 

April  27,  Union  Grove. 

May  2,  7  pm,  Roann. 

May  3,  7:30  pm,  Anderson. 

May  3,  7:30  pm,  Mexico. 

May  8,  Blue  River. 

May  17,  7:30  pm.  West  Man- 
chester. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Rossville. 

May   24,   Burnettsville. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

May   31,   7:30   pm,   Pipe   Creek. 

June  14,  7:30  pm.  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

April  30,  English  River. 
May  24,  Fernald. 

Kansas 

May  4,  7  pm,  Belleville. 

Maryland 

April  26,   Long  Meadow. 
April  27,  5  pm,  Woodberry. 
April  27,  6:30  pm,  Sams  Creek. 
May  3,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
May  3,  4  pm,  Manor. 
May  4,  6:30  pm.  Pipe  Creek. 
May  11,  6:30  pm,  Monocacy. 
May  11.  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Broadford- 

ing. 
May  17,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
May  18,  6  pm,  Westminster. 
May  18,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 
May  25,  Ridgely. 

Michigan 

May  4,  6  pm,  Pontiac. 
May   11,   7:30  pm,  Lansing. 

Ohio 

April  27,  Springfield  (N.  E.) 
May  4,  Wooster. 
May  24,  7  pm,  East  Nimishillen. 
May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

Oklahoma 

May   12,  Thomas. 

Oregon 

May    3,    Albany. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Grants  Pass. 

Pennsylvania 

April  27,  Dunnings  Creek. 

April  27,  Ligonier. 

April    27,    6:30    pm,    Leamers- 

ville. 
April  27,  7  pm,  Bellwood. 


April  27,  7:30  pm,  Upper  Claar. 
May  3,  4,  10  am,  Little  Swatara, 

Ziegler  house. 
May  4,  Allentown. 
May  4,  East  Petersburg. 
May  4,  Lancaster. 
May  4,  Palmyra. 
May  4,   all-day  meeting,   Moh- 

lers,  Lower  Cumberland. 
May   4,   Smithfield. 
May  4,  6  pm,  Hanover. 
May  4,  6  pm,  York,  First. 
May    4,    6:30   pm,    Huntsdale. 
May    4,    6:30    pm,    New    Enter- 
prise. 
May   4,   6:30   pm,   Philadelphia, 

First. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Replogle. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Norristown. 
May  4,  7:30  pm,  Pittsburgh. 
May   9,    10,    1:30   pm,   Annville. 
May  10,  1:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 
May  10,  11,  1:30  pm,  Midway. 
May    10,    11,    10:30   am,    Falling 

Spring,  Hade  house. 
May  10,  11,  1:30  pm,  Richland. 
May  11,  Cherry  Lane. 
May  11,  10  am,  Shrewsbury. 
May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 
May    11,   2   pm,    Spring    Grove. 
May  11,  Germantown. 
May  11,  7  pm,  Claysburg. 
May    11,    7    pm,    Pike    church, 

Brotherton. 
May    11,    7    pm,    Snake    Spring 

Valley. 
May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Conestoga, 

Bareville. 
May   17,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 
May  17,  18,  Salunga. 
May  17,  18,  10  am,  Big  Swatara, 

Hanoverdale. 
May    17,    18,    1:30    pm,    Upper 

Conewago,   Mummerts. 
May   18,   Koontz. 
May  18,  4  pm,  Harrisburg. 
May  18,  7  pm.  Ambler. 
May    18,    7   pm,   Madison    Ave- 
nue,  York. 
May    18,    7    pm,    Ridge,    Fogel- 

sanger  house. 
May      18,      7     pm,     Westmont, 

Johnstown. 
May   20,    21,    Springville,    Moh- 

ler  house. 
May  24,  25,   10  am,   Schuylkill. 
May  25,  Codorus. 
May      25,      Lower      Conewago, 

Bermudian    house. 
May  25,  7  pm,  Perry,  Farmers 

Grove. 
May  25,   7:30  pm,  Jennersville. 
May  27,   28,   10   am,  Chiques. 
May   31,    1:30   pm,   Welsh   Run. 
May      31,      7      pm.      Mechanic 

Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,  1C  am,  Antie- 

tam,  Prices  Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm.  Middle  Creek. 
June  8,  7  pm,  Beachdale. 
June   15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 

Tennessee 

April  26,  Mt.  VaUey. 

Virginia 

April  28,   Cloverdale. 

May   4,   Sangerville. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Greenmount,  Mt. 

Zion. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Lebanon. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Timberville. 
May  12,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Bethel. 
May   18,  6  pm,  Garber  church. 

Cooks   Creek. 
May  18,  7  pm,  Linville  Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 
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house   will   be  held   Sunday   evening,  May  4. — Effie   S.  Wampler, 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,  April  1. 

Moscow. — At  our  council  on  March  14  eight  were  received  by 
letter.  The  matter  of  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  was  dis- 
cussed and  Evelyn  Reeves  was  appointed  as  secretary  of  this 
work.  We  decided  to  pay  fifty  cents  per  member  at  this  time. 
Delegates  appointed  to  district  meeting  were  R.  P.  Clatterbuck, 
Glen  Byerly  and  Joe  Shull.  The  date  set  for  our  communion  was 
April  12.  We  expect  Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg  to  be- 
gin a  series  of  meetings  Aug.  10,  to  continue  two  weeks.  Our 
Achievement  Offering  amounted  to  $173.  We  observed  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer.  On  Jan.  26  we  were  pleased  to  have  Bro.  E.  B. 
Craun  of  Summit  preach  for  us.  On  Feb.  2  Bro.  W.  H.  Sanger 
of  Bridgewater  brought  a  very  interesting  sermon.  On  Feb.  15 
Bro.  Wm.  Clague,  a  student  of  Bridgewater  College,  brought  the 
morning  message.  On  March  23  the  young  people  conducted  a 
silver  medal  temperance  contest. — Mrs.  Verna  Z.  Sheetz,  Mt. 
Solon,  Va.,  March  28. 

Mount  Hermon. — Our  church  has  been  blessed  with  many  spir- 
itual feasts  during  the  past  months.  Bro.  S.  H.  Flora,  our  pastor, 
attended  the  Spiritual  Life  Institute  at  Bridgewater.  At  our 
council  meeting  on  Feb.  15  Bro.  W.  M.  Stone  was  elected  financial 
secretary  to  take  charge  of  relief  funds.  The  women  of  the 
church  presented  an  interesting  missionary  program  on  Feb.  16. 
A  training  school  was  held  in  the  Bassett  church  March  3-7  for 
the  benefit  of  both  Bassett  and  Mount  Hermon  congregations. 
Much  interest  was  shown  and  quite  a  number  of  our  groups 
took  credit.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro.  E.  C. 
Woodie  of  Troutville  to  conduct  a  revival  meeting  April  21  to 
May  4.  We  are  happy  to  have  placed  the  Gospel  Messenger  in 
one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes  this  year. — Leah  Flora,  Bas- 
sett, Va.,  March  30. 

Mt.  Zion. — We  were  glad  to  have  a  group  of  student  volun- 
teers from  Bridgewater  College  bring  us  a  worship  program  in 
February.  Pastor  Henry  Eller  led  the  young  people  in  a  series 
of  studies  and  discussions  for  several  weeks  on  Youth  Thinks 
About  the  Church.  Progress  is  being  made  on  our  new  church 
house  in  Luray,  the  building  now  being  ready  for  the  bricks. 
At  our  council  on  March  14  the  local  Brethren  service  committee 
was  discontinued  and  a  promotional  secretary  for  peace  and  re- 
lief was  appointed.  Bro.  Leonard  Vaughan  was  chosen  to  fill 
this  position.  The  ministerial  board  reported  Bro.  Eller's  en- 
gagement in  a  series  of  meetings  at  Ida  Grove,  March  23  to 
April  4,  and  at  Mt.  Zion  in  August.  Our  love  feast,  held  for  the 
first  time  in  the  spring,  will  be  on  Thursday  night  before  Easter. 
The  cups  for  peace  and  relief  offerings  will  be  placed  on  our 
tables.     Bro.  Bauserman  reported  that  to  date  $107.62  had  been 


raised  for  the  peace-relief  fund.  Delegates  to  district  meeting 
are  Sister  Elizabeth  Wakeman  and  Brethren  Fred  Atwood,  Gro- 
ver  Hinton  and  Clarence  Sowers.  The  young  people  are  work- 
ing on  the  pageant,  The  Nazarene,  to  be  presented  at  Easter. 
The  date  for  the  corner  stone  laying  of  the  new  church  house 
will  be  set  soon.  The  women's  work  of  the  church  presented  an 
interesting  service  on  the  fifth  Sunday  of  March  on  the  theme, 
Messages  of  the  Ten  Brides.  A  mother  and  daughter  fellowship 
supper  will  be  held  in  the  Mt.  Zion  house  in  May.  Home-coming 
day  will  be  observed  at  the  Ida  Grove  church  on  Mother's  Day. 
— Elsie  M.  Broyles,  Luray,  Va.,  April  1. 

Washington 

Glenwood. — This  is  a  mission  point  of  the  Outlook  church. 
Eld.  B.  J.  Fike,  former  pastor  of  the  Outlook  church,  located  at 
this  place,  and  is  conducting  services  each  Sunday.  Previous  to 
this  there  was  a  small  Sunday  school  here.  Since  having  serv- 
ices each  Sunday  the  attendance  has  increased.  There  are  won- 
derful opportunities  at  this  place,  for  people  are  interested  and 
enthusiastic.  They  appreciate  Brother  and  Sister  Fike's  help. 
Brother  and  Sister  Wagner  spent  a  week  in  Glenwood,  during 
which  time  they,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Fike,  made  seventeen 
calls.  They  visited  homes  in  which  the  habit  of  attending  church 
is  unknown.  But  people  are  concerned  about  having  a  church 
in  the  community.  On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  Fike  preached  to 
a  large  audience  on  the  text,  Ye  Must  Be  Born  Again.  All  re- 
mained at  the  church  for  a  birthday  dinner  in  honor  of  Sister 
Holly. — Mrs.  C.  A.  Wagner,  Outlook,  Wash.,  March  25. 

Outlook. — The  church  work  is  progressing  steadily.  We  have 
redecorated  the  inside  of  our  church  building  this  spring,  and 
made  new  curtains  for  the  windows.  At  our  last  council  meet- 
ing we  voted  to  continue  our  association  with  our  present  pastor, 
Bro.  Paul  S.  Longenecker,  for  at  least  another  year.  A  mission- 
ary play  entitled  The  Conversion  of  the  Honorable  Mrs.  Ling  was 
presented  by  the  Sunshine  Spreaders  class  at  Outlook  on  Jan.  26. 
at  Sunnyside  on  Feb.  25  and  at  Yakima  on  March  2.  The  men's 
work  sponsored  the  annual  father  and  son  banquet  on  Feb.  29 
at  the  church.  The  women's  work  has  organized  a  missionary 
society  and  a  home  builders  department  in  addition  to  the  aid. 
Our  annual  birthday  dinner  and  program  were  held  at  the 
church  on  March  28.  The  board  of  trustees  is  contemplating  the 
purchase  of  a  home  in  Outlook  to  be  used  as  a  parsonage,  but 
no  definite  decision  has  been  made  yet.  A  group  of  singers,  in- 
cluding the  church  choir  and  others,  under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
Joe  Myers,  is  preparing  an  Easter  cantata.  A  sunrise  service  on 
Easter  morning  will  be  held  on  the  hills  near  our  church. — Mrs. 
Oliver  Johnson,  Outlook,  Wash.,  March  28. 


Just  off  the  press! 

MI/UNDER/TCCD 
/U  EJECT/ 

BY  REV.  WM.  KINSEY,  B.  D. 

formerly  Professor  of  Bible  and  Church  History  in  Blue 
Ridge  College,  New  Windsor,  Md.,  and  also  pastor  of 
several  city  churches. 

•  Introduction  by  Dr.  F.  E.  Mallott,  Professor 
of  Old  Testament  and  Church  History, 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Chicago,  111. 

•  The  author  attempts  to  give  Biblical  an- 
swers to  these,  and  many  other  ques- 
tions: 

Is  the  world  growing  better? 

Can  we  have  world  peace? 

How  are  we  saved? 

Will  the  Jews  return  to  Palestine? 

When  will  Christ  return? 

What  is  the  Millennium? 

Is  Satan  bound? 

Shall  the  Bible  be  taken  literally? 

Price,  $1.00 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
Elgin.  111. 


ATTEND  OUR  BRETHREN 
COLLEGES! 


Our  six  colleges  and  the  seminary 
are  conveniently  located  throughout 
the  entire  brotherhood. 

Strong  curricula  are  offered  in:  Lib- 
eral Arts,  Science,  Teacher  Educa- 
tion, Business  Administration,  Home 
Economics,  Music,  Industrial  Arts, 
Physical  Education  and  Theology. 

Write  to  the  college  in  your  area  for 
catalogs  and  other  literature. 

GENERAL   EDUCATION   BOARD 
Church  of  the  Brethren 
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GENERAL  MISSION   BOARD 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chairman,  3435  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

H.  H.  Nye,  Vice-Chairman,  1631  Mifflin 
St.,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Otho  Winger,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Nora  Rhodes,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

W.  Newton  Long,  3600  Hillsdale  Rd.,  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

M.  S.  Frantz,  Nampa,  Idaho. 

Frank  S.  Carper,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

General  Secretary,  C.  D.  Bonsack. 

Financial  Secretary,  H.   Spenser  Minnich. 

Home  Mission  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Mission  Education.  Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

(Directors  same  as  for  Mission  Board) 
Manager-Treasurer,  E.  M.  Hersch. 
Secretary,  Earl  Kurtz. 
Sales  Director.  Omer  B.  Maphis. 

BOARD    OF    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 
A.  C.  Baugher,  Chairman,  Elizabethtown, 
Pa. 

C.  S.  Ikenberry,  Vice-Chairman,  Daleville, 
Va. 

L.  W.  Shultz,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

John  I.  Coffman,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Warren  D.  Bowman,  2910  20th  St.,  N.  E., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Paul  W.  Kinsel.  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Burton  Metzler,   McPherson,   Kans. 

Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave., 
Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Harl  Russell,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

General   Secretary,   L.   Avery   Fleming. 

Peace  Representative,  Dan  West. 

Director  of  Adult  Work,  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg. 

Director  of  Young  People's  Work,  Ray- 
mond  R.    Peters. 

Director  of  Children's  Work,  Ruth  Shriver. 

Editor,    E.    G.   Hoff. 

Assistant  Editor,  Edith  Barnes. 

Children's    Editor,    Genevieve    Crist. 

Young  People's  Editor,  Inez  Goughnour. 

GENERAL  EDUCATION  BOARD 

C  C.  Ellis,  President,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

V.  F.  Schwalm,  Vice-President,  McPher- 
son, Kans. 

H.  F.  Sanger,  Secretary  of  Nursing  and 
Medical  Education,  821  S.  Ridgeland 
Ave.,   Oak  Park,   111. 

J.   I.   Baugher,   Hershey,   Pa. 

D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Paul   H.  Bowman,   Bridgewater,  Va. 
R.  W.   Schlosser,  Elizabethtown,   Pa. 
C.  Ernest  Davis,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Otho   Winger,    North    Manchester,   Ind. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 
Secretary-Treasurer,   A.  C.   Baugher,  Eliz- 
abethtown, Pa. 

GENERAL    MINISTERIAL    BOARD 

H.  L.  Hartsough,  Chairman,  N.  Manches- 
ter,  Ind. 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Vice-Chairman,  Eliza- 
bethtown,   Pa. 

W.  H.  Yoder,  Treasurer,  R.  1,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Raymond   R.   Peters. 

Executive  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

CONFERENCE     PROGRAM     COMMITTEE 

H.  L.  Hartsough,  Chairman,  N.  Manches- 
ter, Ind. 

H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Secretary. 

J.   I.  Baugher,   Hershey,   Pa. 

John   I.   Coffman,   McFarland,   Calif. 

C.  Ernest  Davis,  Moderator  Elect,  La 
Verne,    Calif. 

J.  E.  Miller,  Conference   Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS    COMMITTEE 
M.   Clyde   Horst,  Elizabethtown,   Pa. 
Harper  S.   Will.   Chicago.   111. 
Calvert  N.   Ellis,   Huntingdon,   Pa. 

ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 

M.  R.  Zigler,   Chairman. 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

BRETHREN  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

L.  W.  Shultz,  Chairman,  N.  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Paul  W.  Kinsel,  Secretary,  Brookville, 
Ohio. 

C.  D.  Bonsack. 

L.    S.    Brubaker. 

A.  W.   Cordier,  N.  Manchester,   Ind. 

J.  I.  Baugher,  Hershey,  Pa. 

J.  A.  Robinson,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

M.  R.  Zigler. 

Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice, Paul  H.  Bowman,  337  N.  Carolina 
Ave.,  S.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Treasurer.   C.   M.   Culp. 


COUNCIL  OF  BOARDS 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Chairman,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Vice-Chairman,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

NATIONAL   COUNCIL   WOMEN'S   WORK 

Mrs.   Ross  D.   Murphy,  President,  2258  N. 

Park  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mrs.    H.    L.    Hartsough,    Aid    Societies,   N. 

Manchester,  Ind. 
Mrs.   E.   G.   Hoff,  Mothers  and   Daughters, 

1073  W.  Chicago  St.,  Elgin.  111. 
Mrs.  Wm.   M.   Beahm,  Missions,   3435  Van 

Buren  St.,   Chicago,   111. 
Anetta   C.   Mow,   Secretary-Treasurer. 

COUNCIL   OF   MEN'S   WORK 

Harl  Russell,  President,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

Allen  Weldy,  First  Vice-President.  2101 
Prairie   St.,  Elkhart.   Ind. 

C.  E.  Resser,  Second  Vice-President,  2805 
35th  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

G.  A.  Cassel,  Third  Vice-President,  Ash- 
land,  Ohio. 

C.  M.  Culp,  Recording  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary,  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. 

Ross   Heminger,   Wenatchee,   Wash. 

J.  N.  Via,  Roanoke,  Va. 

B.  F.  Stauffer,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
P.  G.  Stahly,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
James  Breitigan,   Lititz,   Pa. 

E.   M.  Hersch. 

Stanley  Keim,  Nampa,   Idaho. 
Chester   George,   Gettysburg,   Ohio. 
H.  V.  Stutsman,   Girard.   111. 
M.    B.    Williams,    3416    Springle   Ave.,    De- 
troit,  Mich. 
A.  G.  Breidenstine,  Hershey,  Pa. 

NATIONAL   B.   Y.   P.   D.    CABINET 

Lester   Young,   Chairman,   Route   2,   North 

Manchester,  Ind. 
Grace  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
Ernest    Lefever,    640    Pennsylvania    Ave., 

York,   Pa. 
Kurtis   Naylor,   Holyrood,  Kans. 
David   Studebaker,  La  Verne  College,  La 

Verne,  Calif. 

PASTORS'  ASSOCIATION 

C.  G.  Hesse,  President,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
George      L.       Detweiler,      Vice-President, 

Huntingdon.   Pa. 
Earl      M.       Frantz,       Secretary-Treasurer, 
Grundy    Center,    Iowa. 

AUDITING    COMMITTEE 

C.  J.  Kistler,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

John  S.  Flory,  Jr.,  Oak  Park,  HI. 

ANNUAL    MEETING    TREASURER 
E.   J.   Stauffer,   Barry,   111. 

MEMBER  ADVISORY  BOARD,  A.  B.   S. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

RAILWAY     TRANSPORTATION     AGENT 

W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago,  111. 

OUR    MISSIONARIES 
SWEDEN 
Graybill,   J.  F.,   and   Alice,   Spangatan  38, 
Malmb,    Sweden,    1911. 

CHINA 
College    of    Chinese    Studies,    Baguio.    via 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands 

Angeny,  Edward  T.,  and  Helen  F.,  1940. 
Cunningham,    Dr.     E.     Lloyd,     and    Ellen, 

1938. 
Crim,  Bessie  M..  R.   N.,   1940. 
Flory,  Rolland  C,  and  Josephine  K,  1940. 
Thomas,  Susie  M.,  1939. 

Note:  China  missionaries  temporarily  in 
the  community  of  Peking  can  be  ad- 
dressed %  Norman  Knight,  53  Race  Course 
Road,    Tientsin,    North    China. 

Liao  Hsien,  Shansi,  North  China 
Ober,    Mary   Velma,    1936. 
Rothrock,  Hazel  M.,  1938. 

Ping  Ting  Hsien,  Shansi,  North  China 

Wertz,   Corda  L.,   R.   N.,    1932. 

Show  Yang  Hsien,  Shansi,  North  China 
Clapper,   V.   Grace,    1917. 

Tai  Yuan  Fu,  Shansi,  North   China 

Myers,   Minor   M.,    1919. 

On  Furlough 
Bright,  J.  Homer,  and  Minnie,  %  Mrs.  Ed 

Miller,  R.  1,  Union,  Ohio.  1911. 

Crumpacker,  F.  H.,  and  Anna.  La  Verne. 
Calif..   1908. 


Hutchison.  Anna,  2157  5th  St.,  La  Verne, 
Calif.,   1911. 

Ikenberry,  E.  L..  ar-'  Olivia,  2480  5th  St., 
La  Verne,   Calif.,  1922. 

Metzger,  Minerva,  MuiDerry,  Ind.,  1910. 

Myers,   Sara,   Bridgewater,   Va.,   1916. 

Oberholtzer,  I.  E.,  and  Elizabeth,  801  Mul- 
berry  St.,  Muncie,  Ind.,   1916. 

Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,  3519 
W.  Hamilton,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1933. 

Schaeffer,  Mary,  505  Hand  St.,  Lancaster, 
Pa..   1917. 

Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,  Iowa,  1916. 

Shock,  Laura,  2157  5th  St.,  La  Verne, 
Calif.,   1916. 

Smith,  W.  Harlan,  and  Frances,  Greene, 
Iowa,   1919. 

Sollenberger,  O.  C,  and  Hazel,  418  Weitzel 
St.,  Oceanside,  Calif.,  1919. 

Wampler,  Ernest  M.,  and  Elizabeth  B., 
R.  N.,  506  Wayne  Ave.,  Greenville,  Ohio, 
1918   and   1922. 

Wertz.  Corda  L.,  R.  N,  %  General  Mis- 
sion   Board,    Elgin,   111. 

AFRICA 
Garkida,   Nigeria,  West  Africa,  via  Jos 

Engel,  Alice,   R.  N.,   1937. 

Faw,  Chalmer  E.,  and  Mary  P.,  1939. 

Harper,    Clara,    1926. 

Horn,   Evelyn   J.,   R.   N.,    1930. 

Heckman,  Clarence  C.  and  Lucile.  1924. 

Moyer,  Edna  Faye,  1931. 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N..   1941. 

Petre,   Ira  S.,   and   Mary  M..   1939. 

Shisler,   Sara   C,   1926. 

Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 

1934. 

Lassa,  via  Maiduguri,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 
Brumbaugh,   Grayce,  R.  N.,   1937. 
Weaver.  E.  Paul  and  Zalma  F..   1939. 

Marama,     via     Damatura,     Nigeria.     W. 

Africa. 
Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M..  1938. 
Royer,  Harold  A.,  and  Gladys  H.,  1930. 
Utz,   Ruth,   R.   N.,    1930. 

On  Furlough 
Bittinger,  Desmond  and  Irene  Frantz,  1314 

E.  Euclid,  McPherson,  Kans.,  1930. 
Bosler,   Dr.    Howard    A.,    and    Edith,    New 

Paris,   Ind.,   1931. 
Burke,   Dr.   H.  L.,   and   Marguerite,  R.   N., 

Walkerton,    Ind.,    1928. 
Kulp,     H.     Stover,     and     Christina,     R.     1, 

Pottstown,  Pa..  1922,  and  1927. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs.  Surat  Dist.,  India 

Alley,   Howard  L.,   and   Hattie   Z.,   1917. 
Ebbert.   Ella.   1917. 

Anklesvar,   Broach  Dist.,  India 
Bollinger,    Amsey    and   Florence   M.,    1930. 
Grisso,  Lillian,   1917. 

Lichty,  D.  J.,  and  Anna,  1902  and  1912. 
Moomaw,  I.  W.,  and  Mabel.   1923. 
Warstler,   Anna   M.,   1931. 
Ziegler,   Emma  K.,   1930. 

Bulsar,  Surat  Dist.,  India 
Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty.  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,  Verna  M.,  R.  N.,  1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,  1903. 
Shickel.   Elsie  N,   1921. 
Zigler,   Earl   M.,   and   Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu  Road,  Thana  Dist.,  India 
Messer.  Hazel  E„  R.  N.,  1931. 
Nickey,  Dr.  Barbara  M.,  1915. 
Royer,   B.   Mary,    1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,  1916. 

Palghar,   Thana  Dist.,   India 
Shull,    Chalmer,   1919,  and   Susan  L.,   1927. 

Umalla,    Broach   Dist..   India 
Kinzie.   Wm.   G..   and   Pauline  G.,   1937. 
Miller,   Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via   Surat,   India 
Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,   and  Joy   C,   1940. 
Kiracofe,    Kathryn,    1937. 
Widdowson.    Olive,    1912. 

115    Mahatma     Gandhi    Road.     Bombay, 
India 
Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,   and   Mary,   1921. 

Landour,   Mussoorie,   U.   P.,   India 
Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On    Furlough 
Cottrell,  Drs.  A.  R.  and  Laura,   %   A.  M. 

Stout,  R.   1,  Lynn,   Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,    Eliza    B..    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1. 

Waterloo.    Iowa,   1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,   and   Anna  B.,  3435  Van 

Buren,  Chicago,  111.,  1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   S..    105   Beachly   St.,   Mey- 

ersdale.   Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend.   Ralph,   41   W.   10th,   Columbus, 

Ohio,   1937. 
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jRoaamta  af  %  Amialj 


I.  H.  fo&rr 


fl  A  thrilling  narrative  of  Rosanna  McGonegal  Yoder,  the  Irish 
Catholic  baby  girl  who  providentially  came  under  the  influence 
of  the  Amish  maiden  lady,  Elizabeth  Yoder. 

€J  You  will  love  the  heroine  of  this  story  as  you  follow  the  colorful 
yet  common  career  of  this  Amish  girl.  Nothing  of  interest  in  an 
Amish  girl's  life  is  omitted. 

1$  Heartstrings  will  be  touched  with  such  incidents  as  the  death 
of  Rosanna's  mother;  Rosanna's  deep  affection  for  "Momly"; 
Rosanna's  first  husking  bee;  Little  Crist's  visits  to  see  Rosanna; 
the  wedding;  the  dower;  the  first  sorrow;  and  the  new  house  by 
the  tannery. 

•I  The  author,  as  one  of  the  Amish  folks,  understands  and  gives 
an  honest,  sympathetic,  and  straightforward  account  of  the  re- 
ligious, social,  and  economic  customs  and  traditions  which  have 
been  adhered  to  for  more  than  two  hundred  fifty  years. 

^  The  book  reads  interestingly  from  beginning  to  end.  In  all 
there  are  twenty  chapters  with  more  than  320  pages.  Aptly  illus- 
trated with  lifelike  sketches  of  Amish  folk  and  scenes.  Cloth 
bound  with  colorful  jacket.    Price  $2.00. 

Order  today 
BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE,   ELGIN,   ILLINOIS 
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Mission  Work  in  Large  Cities 

What  to  Pray  For,  May  3-10 

The  writer  of  this  call  to  prayer  column  has  just  looked  at  some 
splendid  pictures  recently  taken  in  the  great  city  of  New  York.  The 
towering  skyscrapers  seem  to  scrape  the  sky.  The  horizon  is 
sharply  cut  with  great  peaks  and  pointed  spires.  The  pictures  are 
beautiful.     They  make  the  city  look  beautiful. 

But  far  back  in  the  deep  stone  canyons  and  along  the  miles  of 
streets  are  conditions  which  no  picture  can  transform  into  beauty. 
The  great  cities  of  our  land  are  filled  with  teeming  humanity  which 
need  the  assurance  and  blessing  of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  These 
great  cities  are  vast  mission  fields.  They  challenge  every  church 
within  their  borders. 

Although  our  denomination  does  not  have  many  organized 
churches  within  the  great  cities  of  America,  nevertheless  we  should 
pray  for  every  effort  that  is  put  forth  to  make  the  Christian  churches 
effective. 

If  you  do  not  know  much  about  the  city  and  its  needs,  read  such 
books  as  The  American  City  and  Its  Church,  City  Man,  The  City's 
Church,  The  Crowded  Way,  City  Shadows  and  Street  Corner. 
Then  you  can  pray  intelligently  and  fervently. 
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Around  the  World  . . . 


In  Geneva,  Switzerland,  wheat  is 
growing  in  the  parks  around  the 
League  of  Nations  Palace,  which 
have  been  requisitioned  by  the  Swiss 
government. 

The  legislature  of  Indiana  has 
passed  a  bill  designating  Good  Fri- 
day as  a  legal  holiday.  This  action 
makes  Indiana  the  thirteenth  state 
to  adopt  such  legislation. 

The  income  tax  in  Great  Britain 
is  now  the  highest  in  its  history,  a 
blahket  rate  of  fifty  per  cent.  The 
exemption  has  been  lowered  to  $320 
for  a  single  man  and  $560  for  a  mar- 
ried man. 

A  plea  to  clergymen  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  industrial- 
ists has  been  voiced  by  the  secretary 
of  the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers' Committee  on  Co-opera- 
tion With  the  Churches. 

More  than  30,000  children  in  Vir- 
ginia are  now  attending  classes  in 
religious  instruction  offered  in  the 
public  schools  of  twenty-seven  coun- 
ties and  three  cities,  according  to 
Minor  C.  Miller,  director  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Council  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion. 

Under  the  terms  of  a  bill  passed 
by  the  1941  session  of  the  Oregon 
legislature,  a  total  of  approximately 
8,165  pupils  in  private  and  parochial 
elementary  schools  of  this  state  may 
benefit  as  those  in  the  public  ele- 
mentary schools  now  do  through  the 
use  of  free  textbooks. 

Damage  done  by  air  attack  to 
churches  in  the  British  Isles  up  to 
Feb.  1  was  as  follows:  282  Anglican 
churches  destroyed  or  seriously 
damaged  in  England,  five  in  Wales; 
89  Baptist  churches,  123  Congrega- 
tionalism 118  Methodist,  17  Presby- 
terian, 58  Roman  Catholic,  others  22. 
Churches  damaged  less  severely 
were:  Anglican  in  England,  1,070; 
in  Wales,  30;  free  churches,  710;  Ro- 
man Catholic,  135. 


Tuberculosis  is  still  the  cause  of 
death  of  more  people  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  forty  than  any 
other  disease.  Army  doctors  have 
found  that  one  out  of  every  100 
draftees  has  tuberculosis. 

The  New  Mexico  house  of  repre- 
sentatives has  passed  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-one  to  three  a  bill  to  allow 
children  to  be  excused  from  school 
two  hours  each  week  to  receive  re- 
ligious instruction.  The  bill  is  now 
before  the  senate. 

A  religious  revival  was  held  re- 
cently at  Hillcrest  Memorial  Hos- 
pital, a  privately  owned  institution 
in  Tulsa,  Okla.  Baptist,  Lutheran, 
Christian  and  Methodist  pastors  con- 
ducted the  services  which  were 
largely  attended  by  patients,  doctors 
and  nurses. 

Holy  Bibles  and  "equipment,  fur- 
niture and  furnishings  sold  to  trus- 
tees of  churches  for  use  in  church 
and  Sunday-school  buildings"  were 
exempted  from  North  Carolina's 
three  per  cent  sales  tax  in  legislation 
passed  by  the  state  legislature  dur- 
ing a  recent  session. 

Blueprints  for  interfaith  regional 
planning  of  the  location  of  churches 
in  Great  Britain  after  the  war  have 
already  been  started  by  the  Church 
Damages  Commission.  The  parishes 
of  different  denominations  will  be 
distributed  so  that  no  section  will 
have  too  many  or  too  few. 

A  religious  revival  is  becoming 
apparent  throughout  Holland.  Par- 
ticularly noticeable  is  this  move 
among  the  laboring  classes  which 
have  heretofore  been  considered 
more  or  less  apathetic  toward  the 
church.  The  circulation  of  theolog- 
ical journals  and  religious  books  has 
been  steadily  increasing.  The  shift 
in  sentiment  is  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  the  church  has  been  one  of 
the  few,  if  not  the  only,  institution 
to  remain  firm  in  a  time  of  crisis. 


A  language  study  trend  in  New 
York  City  high  schools  shows  that 
French,  long  the  most  popular  for- 
eign language,  dropped  sharply  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  term,  and 
Spanish  had  more  beginning  stu- 
dents than  all  other  languages  com- 
bined. 

A  recent  Gallup  poll  showed  that 
of  the  60,000,000  voters  in  the  United 
States,  one  third  are  giving  thought 
to  a  new  peace,  and  about  eight  mil- 
lion of  them  lean  toward  some  form 
of  international  federation  of  coun- 
tries, either  on  the  League  of  Na- 
tions principle  or  some  variation 
thereof. 

A  bill  providing  bus  transporta- 
tion for  parochial  school  students 
has  been  passed  by  the  state  senate 
at  Trenton,  N.  J.  The  bill  provides 
that  pupils  of  schools  not  operated 
for  profit  are  entitled  to  the  same 
bus  transportation  as  public  school 
children  in  areas  where  the  distances 
between  homes  and  schools  are  too 
great. 

"A  New  Testament  in  every  home" 
is  the  purpose  of  a  committee  which 
officially  launches  a  campaign  on 
May  18  "to  call  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  to  the  sacred  scriptures  .  .  . 
to  commemorate  the  new  revision  of 
the  Challoner-Rheims  New  Testa- 
ment and  to  secure  the  distribution 
of  the  New  Testament  among  all 
Catholics." 

At  the  southeastern  regional  con- 
ference on  higher  education  Dr. 
Boyd  M.  McKoewn  told  the  200  pres- 
idents, deans  and  other  authorities 
of  Methodist  colleges  that  but  one  in 
five  Methodist  college  students  at- 
tends a  Methodist  college,  while  two 
thirds  of  the  students  attending 
Methodist  colleges  are  not  members 
of  that  denomination. 

The  Intervarsity  Christian  Fellow- 
ship is  invading  the  colleges  of  this 
country.  One  of  the  oldest  and 
largest  evangelical  Christian  student 
movements,  launched  in  1877  in 
Cambridge  University,  England,  it 
has  spread  around  the  world.  Its 
program  is  simple.  The  appeal  is 
directly  to  the  personal  faith  of  the 
individual  through  the  medium  of 
prayer  meetings  and  Bible  study.  A 
favored  development  is  the  campus 
house  such  as  the  one  located  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  The  organ- 
ization is  a  powerful  agency  for  the 
creation  of  international  goodwill, 
and  cultivates  a  religious  foundation 
of  ethics  which  is  essential  to  the 
democratic  spirit. 
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A  Gentle  Word  of  Caution 

To  suffer  persecution  for  righteousness'  sake  is 
a  blessed  experience,  Jesus  said,  and  such  an  op- 
portunity may  easily  be  hidden  in  the  uncertain 
days  ahead.  The  blessedness,  however,  lies  in  the 
being  and  the  doing,  not  in  inviting  the  world's 
attention  to  it.  True  martyrdom  is  always  marked 
by  great  modesty  and  humility.  It  calls  its  af- 
fliction "light"  and  "for  a  moment,"  rejoicing  in- 
wardly in  the  privilege  of  enduring  for  Christ's 
sake. 

No  phase  of  Christian  experience  is  without  its 
own  peculiar  kind  of  temptation,  not  even  this. 
"See  what  a  hero  I  am"  makes  a  strong  appeal  to 
a  certain  temperament  but  it  is  not  the  most  ef- 
fective type  of  kingdom  advertising.  Posing  for  a 
picture  seldom  yields  as  good  a  result  as  being 
caught  unawares.  It  may  be  useful  to  remember 
that  the  same  thing  is  true  of  witnessing  for  Christ. 

E.  F. 

This  Side  of  Too  Much 

Most  people  are  neither  anarchists  nor  com- 
munists. They  do  not  carry  their  belief  in  per- 
sonal liberty  or  in  centralized  control  to  the  ut- 
most. They  stop  short  of  the  extreme  position. 
They  all  believe  in  some  measure  of  both  these 
necessary  things.    They  differ  only  in  how  much. 

This  troublesome  fact  makes  political  parties 
and  varying  schools  of  thought  in  education,  in 
religion  and  in  many  spheres  of  human  interest. 
Sometimes  it  makes  factions  in  the  church.  It 
is  a  most  prolific  source  of  differences  of  opinion. 
Do  you  think  something  should  be  done  about  it? 

Now  we  know  well  that  any  useful  approach  to 
the  problem  will  demand  clear  insight,  good  judg- 
ment, faith  in  the  possibility  of  learning  something 
and  a  lot  of  love.  We  just  wondered  if  you  might 
know  of  some  quicker,  easier  way  to  find  the  line 
between  too  much  doing-as-you-please  and  too 
much  being-told-by-higher-ups.  E.  f. 


The  Confessions  of  an  Editor 

In  the  Monthly  Gospel  Visitor  for  May  1854 
Henry  Kurtz  wrote:  "For  three  years  we  have 
been  constantly  engaged  in  the  difficult,  laborious 
and  responsible  task  of  editing  a  paper  devoted  to 
the  exhibition  and  defence  of  gospel-principles 
and  gospel-practice  in  their  primitive  purity  and 
simplicity,  in  order  to  promote  Christian  union, 
brotherly  love  and  universal  charity"  (p.  282). 
From  this  it  is  clear  that  Editor  Kurtz  took  his 
work  seriously,  so  much  so  that  at  times  he  was 
almost  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  responsibility. 
The  reader  who  will  take  the  time  to  scan  the 
early  volumes  of  the  Gospel  Visitor  will  find  the 
editor  opening  his  heart  with  a  frankness  that  is 
at  once  revealing  and  refreshing. 

By  the  first  issue  of  Volume  2  he  had  managed 
to  arrive  in  editorial  hot  water,  as  witness  the 
following:  "Inasmuch  as  we  had  been  advised 
not  to  admit  anything  at  all  of  a  controversial 
character  into  this  present  volume,  and  on  the 
other  hand  being  particularly  requested  to  give 
the  following  letter  an  insertion,  and  having  been 
rebuked  for  not  doing  so  sooner,  our  readers  will 
see  that  we  are  sometimes  in  a  very  narrow 
place." 

Even  as  today,  the  editor  of  ninety  years  ago 
could  not  decipher  all  that  came  his  way.  "We 
can  guess  a  good  deal  in  reading  common,  and 
even  bad  handwriting,  but  we  cannot  guess  names 
of  which  we  have  no  previous  knowledge,  nor  can 
we  correct  wrong  spelling  in  such  names."  To  a 
tedious  article  Kurtz  appended  this  note:  "We 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  abbreviate  the  above 
somewhat  toward  the  end,  partly  on  account  of 
being  illegible,  .  .  .  and  partly  on  account  of  con- 
sidering the  subject  sufficiently  stated."  Another 
place  he  comments:  "Our  brother  P.  R.'s  last 
communication  was  almost  too  lengthy  for  in- 
sertion. Four  sheets  full  of  closely  written  manu- 
script on  one  single  subject  is  almost  too  much" 
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(Vol  5,  No.  1,  p.  47).  To  a  brother  anxious  to  see 
an  article  on  the  Laodicean  or  lukewarm  state  of 
our  churches  the  editor  writes:  "Why  should  you 
not  yourself  give  us  your  views  on  the  subject,  in- 
asmuch as  it  has  evidently  engaged  your  mind?" 

.  Concerning  matter  acceptable  for  the  Visitor, 
the  editor  remarks  in  Vol.  Ill,  page  34,  that  "it 
might  contain  as  regards  doctrinal  subjects  any- 
thing that  you  or  I  would  be  permitted  to  preach 
according  to  the  gospel."  Correspondents  wonder- 
ing what  an  editor  thinks  about  problem  articles 
might  ponder  this,  "that  we  feel  our  responsibility 
for  whatever  we  publish,  and  that  while  we  would 
be  condemned  for  an  improper  article,  the  writer 
being  unknown  would  go  scot-free."  Even  so,  "we 
can  scarcely  avoid  giving  occasionally  an  article  to 
which  we  ourselves  have  serious  objections.  .  .  . 
Should  we  reject  those  articles  entirely,  we  should 
be  accused  of  partiality  and  give  offense.  ...  If 
the  writer  is  a  preacher,  he  is  likely  preaching  the 
same  doctrine  he  writes.  He  has  perhaps  few 
books  besides  his  Bible,  and  he  imbibes  unawares 
the  opinions  of  his  favorite  author.  If  in  error  he 
should  be  set  right,  and  there  is  no  better  way  in 
our  view,  but  to  give  his  article  a  place  in  the 
Visitor,  and  to  let  any  brother  undertake  the  task 
of  which  James  speaks  (5:19,  20)." 

That  an  editor  has  his  personal  difficulties  must 
be  apparent  to  all.  It  may  not  be  anything  more 
serious  than  a  temporary  "weakness  and  soreness 
of  the  eyes"  obliging  him  to  combine  the  next  two 
numbers  (Vol.  VI,  No.  1,  p.  32).  Again,  "It  is  for 
want  of  good  and  excellent  articles,  that  we  are 
sometimes  compelled  to  insert  inferior  ones,  even 
our  own  poor  and  often  hastily  written  composi- 
tions, provided  they  are  deemed  at  least  harmless" 
(Vol.  2,  No.  11,  p.  241) .  The  observing  reader  may 
wonder  why  Editor  Kurtz  put  his  Christmas  ma- 
terial in  the  January  issue  for  1854  and  followed 
with  a  New  Year's  article  in  the  February  number. 
The  explanation  is  this:  in  the  latter  part  of  Octo- 
ber and  early  part  of  November  of  1853  the  editor 
and  his  son  made  a  trip  to  Indiana.  "When  we 
came  home  from  our  journey  we  were  so  crowded 
and  hurried  with  business  that  we  had  no  time  to 
think  or  write  something  for  Christmas  or  New 
Year  in  season.  So  it  happened  that  what  we 
ought  to  have  given  in  the  December  number  ap- 
peared in  the  January  number,  and  now  we  gladly 
avail  ourselves  of  the  following  article  from  a 
new  subscriber  and  correspondent,  having  no- 
thing better  to  offer  as  a  New  Year's  gift,  though 
it  came  late  to  hand"  (Vol.  Ill,  No.  9,  p.  193) . 

Sometimes  things  got  mislaid,  and  much  time 
went  by  before  they  could  appear.  Thus  of  a 
certain  obituary  Kurtz  writes  as  follows:    "Had 


we  known  that  it  might  cause  hard  feelings  [the 
delay],  we  should  have  written  long  ago  and 
stated  the  fact  [that  it  was  mislaid].  Having  a 
little  leisure  and  thinking  it  yet  possible  to  find 
that  lost  letter,  we  spent  nearly  half  a  day  looking 
over  our  files,  and  lo  and  behold,  when  we  had 
nearly  given  up  our  search,  we  found  several  let- 
ters, and  the  one  we  sought  among  them"  (Vol. 
IV,  No.  4,  p.  96). 

Has  it  ever  occurred  to  subscribers  that  it  is  a 
good  policy  to  pay  in  advance?  Says  Kurtz:  "We 
should  think  it  to  be  obvious  to  all,  who  will  re- 
flect, that  payment  in  advance  is  the  best  all 
around.  .  .  .  For  it  is  certainly  easier  for  each 
subscriber  to  pay  his  dollar  in  advance  than  for 
the  printer  to  pay  out  hundreds  of  dollars  in  ad- 
vance during  the  year,  and  wait  for  his  pay  to  the 
end  of  it"  (Vol.  V,  No.  1,  p.  23).  "The  printer 
should  know  who  wants  his  publication,  and  the 
subscriber  should  know  his  duty"  (Vol.  II,  No.  9, 
p.  195).  Note  this  caution  about  money:  "We 
have  received  lately  several  counterfeit  bills,  of 
which  one  only  ($5)  we  could  send  back  with  an 
assurance  from  whence  it  came,  and  expect  it  to 
be  refunded"  (Vol.  4,  No.  1,  p.  24)/  And  then 
there  was  money  lost  in  the  mail.  "Among  others, 
one  of  $10  from  Belsana,  and  one  of  $7  from  Pugh- 
town,  both  of  Pennsylvania.  ...  If  the  letter  was 
properly  mailed  we  are  willing  to  bear  the  loss" 
(Vol.  VI,  No.  2,  p.  56).  In  the  November  Visitor 
for  1856,  page  315,  Editor  Kurtz  suggests  care  in 
addressing  letters.  When  one  writes  Portland  he 
cannot  expect  it  to  go  to  Poland.  He  thinks  it  bet- 
ter to  use  a  draft  on  some  good  bank  or  merchant. 
"Do  not  register  your  letters,  as  this  is  only  tempt- 
ing those  who  are  dishonestly  inclined." 

In  the  December  Visitor  for  the  same  year  (pp. 
345,  346)  the  editor  makes  clear  that  the  Visitor  is 
attaining  a  businesslike  status.  After  explaining 
that  the  Gospel  Visitor  began  as  an  experiment, 
and  on  a  small  scale,  "not  wishing  to  give  our  sub- 
scribers any  trouble  in  case  the  settling  of  our 
affairs  should  fall  into  other  hands,  we  kept  no 
regular  accounts  with  them.  We  have  depended 
upon  the  honesty  of  our  subscribers  for  justice. 
Now  if  any  know  they  are  indebted  to  us  for  the 
Gospel  Visitor,  they  will  please  send  us  the  amount 
when  they  may  find  it  convenient  to  do  so.  Our 
business  now  being  more  extensive,  we  have  found 
it  necessary  to  adopt  a  more  exact  method  of 
doing  up  our  matters,  and  hereafter  we  shall  know 
how  they  stand."  The  reader  will  remember  it 
was  in  the  spring  of  1856  that  James  Quinter  came 
as  assistant  editor.  This  fact  likely  accounts  in 
large  measure  for  the  decision  to  be  more  business- 
like, h.  A.  B. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


Conservation,  a  Work  of  National  Importance 


BY  WM.   J.  TINKLE 


The  first  people  in  the  world,  Adam  and  Eve, 
were  assigned  a  work  program  of  importance. 
Even  before  the  fall,  as  a  part  of  the  original  plan 
of  God,  they  were  placed  in  the  Garden  of  Eden 
to  dress  it  and  to  keep  it.  In  our  modern  ter- 
minology, they  were  made  responsible  for  conserv- 
ing the  natural  resources  of  the  Garden.  This 
work  was  not  too  hard  for  them,  and  would  have 
secured  to  them  many  satisfactions  and  pleasures 
if  they  had  followed  the  plan  of  their  Lord. 

We,  too,  should  conserve  natural  resources,  and 
the  motive  power  of  the  conservation  movement  is 
a  sense  of  stewardship.  We  may  have  to  employ 
technicians  and  engineers  to  show  us  how  to  do 
the  work,  but  they  do  not  necessarily  give  us  a  de- 
sire to  do  it.  Self-interest  of  the  landowner  is  not 
always  a  sufficient  incentive  to  induce  him  to  care 
for  the  land;  for  life  is  uncertain  and  he  may  not 
live  long  enough  to  secure  the  rewards  of  good 
care.  We  should  recognize  (as  the  true  incentive) 
that  the  world  belongs  to  God  and  we  are  stew- 
ards of  it,  responsible  to  him.  If  we  squander  a 
part  of  the  world  he  has  intrusted  to  us  we  are  not 
good  stewards;  neither  do  we  love  our  children, 
ior  we  make  their  lives  hard. 

The  soil  is  the  greatest  material  gift  that  God 
has  given  our  country.  More  valuable  than  all  the 
automobiles,  all  the  railroads,  all  the  buildings,  is 
this  layer  of  the  earth's  surface  from  which  come 
our  food  and  clothing.'  I  speak  not  of  "dirt"  in 
general,  not  the  whole  of  the  covering  of  the  bed 
rock,  but  the  more  fertile,  upper  layer  of  it.  On 
the  black  prairies  it  may  be  two  feet  or  more 
deep;  but  in  most  places  it  is  not  deeper  than  the 
furrow  of  a  breaking  plow,  or  six  to  eight  inches. 
On  many  a  hillside  this  rich  layer  has  gone  down 
the  gullies  and  rivers  with  the  spring  rains,  leav- 
ing only  the  sterile  sub-soil. 

What  is  the  process  that  has  formed  this  val- 
uable material,  containing  the  potentialities  of  po- 
tatoes, corn,  beef,  and  cotton?  It  is  easy  to  see 
that  the  sand  is  broken  fragments  of  rock,  broken 
up  by  the  wear  and  tear  of  nature.  The  clay  also 
has  been  formed  from  rock,  but  by  processes  that 
include  more  than  mechanical  means.     Grind  up 


Trees  are  a  great  natural  resource.  Their  roots 
hold  the  loose  ground  on  slopes  and  mountainsides, 
their  falling  leaves  help  to  retain  moisture  and  en- 
rich the  soil,  while  wood  can  be  turned  to  countless 
uses  for  man.  To  plant  and  care  for  trees  is  to  share 
in  nature's  long-time  conservation  plan. 


rock  as  fine  as  you  can,  and  when  you  have  fin- 
ished you  will  have  talcum  powder,  not  clay.  You 
cannot  raise  potatoes  in  talcum  powder,  but  must 
employ  naturally-made  soil.  The  most  valuable 
constituent  of  soil,  the  organic  part,  has  been 
formed  by  accumulations  from  animals  and 
plants,  mostly  the  latter.  They  are  fulfilling  the 
destiny  that  was  spoken  even  of  man:  "Dust 
thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return." 

After  the  soil  layer  has  been  washed  away,  the 
effort  of  man  to  make  a  new  soil  is  a  slow,  labor- 
ious, often  fruitless  process.  Fertilizers  may  be 
placed  on  the  soil,  but  unless  they  contain  organic 
matter  they  do  but  little  good;  and  the  supply  of 
organic  matter  is  always  limited.  It  is  much  bet- 
ter to  save  the  soil  that  God  has  given  us,  by  a 
wise  program  of  conservation.  If  the  water  that 
falls  upon  the  land  is  slowed  down,  so  that  it  can- 
not flow  rapidly,  it  will  not  wash  much  soil  away. 
The  essential  feature  in  soil  conservation  is  some 
means  of  slowing  down  the  water  that  falls  as 
rain. 

Another  great  natural  resource  is  the  trees. 
Life  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  was  easy  and  pleasant 
because  of  them.  As  compared  with  the  labor  ex- 
pended upon  them  they  give  a  large  return  in 
food,  building  material,  and  fuel.  In  countries 
where  there  are  but  few  trees  the  citizens  are 
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poor  and  work  for  low  wages.  We  associate  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  sentiment  with  trees,  and  this  is 
well;  but  they  are  more  closely  related  to  national 
well-being  than  to  sentiment.  Our  country  has 
become  prosperous  through  its  enormous  use  of 
timber  and  other  tree  products.  Substitutes  for 
wood  are  expensive  and  often  not  so  good.  We 
have  enough  land  to  grow  the  trees  that  we  need; 
and  much  of  it  is  not  good  enough  to  produce  any 
other  crop. 

There  is  a  close  relationship  between  conserva- 
tion of  soil  and  use  of  trees.  Soil  on  hills  too  steep 
for  farming  may  yet  produce  good  trees  of  certain 
species;  the  trees  holding  the  soil  in  position  and 
enriching  it  by  furnishing  leaves  to  augment  the 
valuable  supply  of  organic  matter. 

In  these  days  of  destruction  through  war,  this 
vital  program  of  husbanding  and  building  up  is 
likely  to  be  neglected.  Then  should  not  the  meek, 
industrious  stewards  of  God  concentrate  upon 
such  a  program?  Is  there  any  service  of  greater 
national  importance?  It  does  not  appeal  to  those 
who  have  learned  the  art  of  war,  but  it  does  ap- 
peal to  the  meek;  and  do  not  forget,  "The  meek 
shall  inherit  the  earth."  The  world  doubts  this 
statement,  yet  there  are  more  sheep  in  the  world 
than  wolves,  and  better  cared  for. 

Our  country  has  reached  a  stage  where  we  can 
increase  exploitation  of  our  natural  wealth  only 
at  our  peril.  The  pioneer  spirit  no  longer  fits 
our  needs.  We  must  care  for  our  natural  re- 
sources, as  good  stewards  of  God. 

Cerro  Gordo,  III. 


Passing  the  Buck 

BY    WALTER    S.    COFFMAN 

I  had  done  my  very  best  to  portray  the  picture 
of  a  day  spoken  of  by  the  prophets  when  "they 
shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their 
spears  into  pruning  hooks."  At  the  close  of  the 
service  a  lady  said,  "Yes,  the  prophets  spoke  of 
that  day;  but  is  not  that  day  to  be  after  Christ 
comes?  And  there  is  nothing  much  we  can  do 
about  it  until  then?" 

What  a  "passing  of  the  buck!"  Nothing  for 
Christians  to  do  about  the  great  sin  of  war! 
Just  to  sit  still  and  let  things  run  their  evil  course 
until  Christ  comes!  Then,  automatically  peace 
will  come!    What  an  easy  berth  for  Christians! 

And  then  to  hear  Christian  ministers  (with  a 
heritage  of  peace  teaching  232  years  old)  say  that 
the  New  Testament  clearly  teaches  that  war  is 
inevitable  and  that  we  can  do  nothing  about  it! 
What  an  inference  such  a  viewpoint  implies!  Is  it 
impossible  that  people  who  take  part  in  the  sin  of 
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What  is  so  sturdy  and  strong,  so  suggestive  of 
much  from  little,  as  the  naked  boles  of  trees  standing 
against  the  winter  sky! 

war  can  be  converted?  Does  not  the  statement 
imply  just  that?  Could  not  the  same  be  said  of 
any  other  sin  committed  by  such  persons  as  Paul 
mentioned  to  Timothy:  lovers  of  self,  lovers  of 
money,  boastful,  haughty,  railers,  disobedient  to 
parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  af- 
fection, implacable,  slanderers,  without  self-con- 
trol, fierce,  no  lovers  of  good,  traitors,  headstrong, 
puffed  up,  lovers  of  pleasure  rather  than  lovers  of 
God,  holding  a  form  of  godliness,  but  having  de- 
nied the  power  thereof?  The  Bible  speaks  about 
these  sins  too;  are  we  to  do  nothing  about  them 
either  until  Christ  comes? 

It  seems  to  me  that  for  one  to  deny  that  people 
can  be  converted  from  the  sin  of  war  is  to  deny 
that  Christ  is  able  to  save  people  in  these  days. 
But  we  have  seen  many  instances  of  conversion 
from  sin,  even  great  world  sins  like  dueling  and 
slavery.    Why  not  from  war  as  well? 

Is  it  not  possible  that  people  are  mistaken  in 
believing  that  Christ's  coming  is  dependent  en- 
tirely upon  the  evil  in  the  world,  and  that  he  just 
cannot  come  until  the  evil  gets  so  miserable  that 
God  is  forced  to  take  a  hand?  Is  it  not  rather  a 
more  Christian  belief  that  God's  hand  is  even  now 
working  in  his  world?  Also  that  the  good  people 
in  the  world  working  in  conjunction  with  him  are 
bringing  Christ's  kingdom  in? 
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There  is  nothing  futile  about  endeavoring  to  ful- 
fill a  prophecy  now.  Many  people  have  been  con- 
verted from  the  sin  of  war;  yes,  many  of  those 
who  actually  took  part  in  the  last  great  war  have 
vowed  never  to  take  part  in  another.  If  such  could 
be  converted,  others  can.  War  is  not  inevitable. 
The  New  Testament  does  not  teach  that  it  is.  So 
I  am  going  to  continue  to  have  the  same  vision  of 
a  warless  world  that  the  prophets  had,  and  do  what 
little  I  can  toward  fulfilling  it.  Let  others  "pass 
the  buck"  if  they  will. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 


The   Simple   Life   in   a   Complex  World 

BY  DE  WITT  L.  MILLER 

First  Half 

The  world  is  so  full  of  a  number  of  things, 
I'm  sure  we  should  all  be  as  happy  as  kings. 

These  two  lines  from  Robert  Louis  Stevenson 
sound  almost  like  irony  in  this  day  in  which  we 
live.  Stevenson  lived  in  the  last  half  of  the  last 
century.  He  did  not  know  anything  about  auto- 
mobiles, airplanes  and  radios  and  the  thousand 
and  one  gadgets  that  clutter  up  our  lives.  The 
Victorian  age  was  a  simple  age  compared  to  the 
mechanized  age  in  which  we  live.  The  industrial 
era  was  just  beginning  to  dawn  with  its  promise 
of  material  benefits  to  all  that  would  enable  them 
to  live  in  a  luxury  undreamed  of  by  the  kings  of 
old.  But  that  promise  has  never  been  completely 
fulfilled,  and  the  evils  of  unemployment  and  strife 
between  capital  and  labor,  along  with  insecurity, 
centralization  of  wealth  apd  the  nervous  tensions 
caused  by  the  speed  of  our  age,  have  completely 
overshadowed  the  blessings  which  the  industrial 
age  has  brought  to  us. 

For  the  more  than  two  hundred  years  of  Breth- 
ren history  our  church  has  stood  for  the  simple 
life.  This  doctrine  of  our  church  has  had  many 
and  varied  expressions.  It  has  expressed  itself  in 
nonconformity  in  the  way  we  have  dressed, 
in  the  way  in  which  we  have  lived,  and  by 
our  refusal  to  be  enveloped  by  the  cultural 
patterns  of  the  community  of  which  we  are 
a  part,  while  at  the  same  time  we  developed 
cultural  patterns  of  our  own.  But  the  simple  life 
doctrine  will  have  to  express  itself  in  the  future 
in  far  more  significant  ways  than  in  forms  of  dress 
and  in  negative  approaches  to  the  cultural  pat- 
terns of  the  community  in  which  our  people  find 
themselves.  We  will  have  to  seek  for  deeper 
meanings. 

While  the  story  of  Jesus  dining  in  the  home  of 
Mary  and  Martha  and  Lazarus  has  never  been 


used  as  a  scriptural  basis  for  the  simple  life  em- 
phasis among  us,  at  least  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
and  experience  go,  it  has  always  appealed  to  me 
as  the  most  significant  scripture  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament referring  to  the  simple  life.  You  recall 
the  story.  When  Jesus  went  as  a  guest  into  this 
home  in  Bethany,  Mary  sat  talking  with  him  while 
Martha  was  busy  preparing  the  meal.  Finally 
Martha  came  and  complained  that  Mary  should 
help  her  in  the  kitchen.  Then  Jesus  said,  "Mar- 
tha, Martha,  you  are  anxious  and  troubled  about 
many  things:     but  one  thing  is  needful." 

Many  meanings  have  been  read  into  this  story, 
but  I  like  especially  the  one  which  Professor  Find- 
lay  of  England  gives.  He  discounts  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  practical  Martha  and  the  imprac- 
tical Mary.  He  points  out  that  Martha  was  al- 
lowing herself  to  become  "fussed"  over  the  details 
of  a  big  meal,  when,  as  their  guest,  he  wasn't  in- 
terested in  the  meal.  The  thing  that  Jesus  wanted 
was  sympathetic  companionship.  Mary  was  giv- 
ing him  that.  Jesus  was  interested  in  human  rela- 
tionships and  in  the  rich  experiences  of  the  fel- 
lowship of  kindred  minds.  A  dinner  and  material 
considerations  were  of  no  moment  except  as  they 
served  this  more  important  interest.  When  they 
got  in  the  way  of  the  more  important  matter  they 
were  to  be  put  in  their  place  or  forgotten  entirely. 
This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  an  adequate  scriptural 
basis  for  the  doctrine  of  the  simple  life  in  our 
complex  world. 

I  suppose  the  most  natural  thing  is  to  condemn 
the  world  in  which  we  live  as  being  wicked  and 
worldly.  When  the  tensions  and  irritations  make 
life  almost  unbearable;  when  the  speed  of  our  day 
wears  us  down  to  a  frazzle;  and  when  things  of 
our  modern  age  clutter  up  our  lives  and  get  us  all 
confused,  I  suppose  the  easiest  thing  is  to  wish 
for  the  good  old  days.  The  good  old  days  were 
simple.  They  were  not  as  confusing  nor  so  be- 
wildering. They  were  days  in  which,  as  someone 
has  suggested,  "you  could  read  the  will  of  God  by 
the  fences."  But  to  go  back  to  those  days  is  im- 
possible even  if  it  were  actually  desirable. 

We  do  not  have  to  have  streamlined  trains.  Our 
fathers  went  from  one  ocean  to  another  in  cov- 
ered wagon  caravans.  We  could  do  the  same.  We 
do  not  have  to  have  automobiles.  Our  fathers 
went  in  wagons,  on  horseback  and  on  foot.  We 
could  do  the  same.  We  do  not  have  to  have  ra- 
dios. Our  fathers  relied  on  the  early  models  of 
the  phonograph  and  before  that  produced  their 
own  music  and  entertainment.  We  could  do  the 
same.  We  do  not  need  our  carefully  tailored 
clothing.  Our  fathers  wore  homespun.  So  could 
we.    But  who  of  us  will  do  it! 
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It  is  not  because  we  have  succumbed  to  the  spir- 
it of  the  time.  It  is  not  because  we  are  worldly 
and  proud.  It  is  not  because  we  are  less  Christian 
than  our  fathers  were  before  us.  It  is  because 
this  modern  age  has  brought  blessings  untold. 
Take  the  radio  as  an  example.  Much  that  comes 
over  the  air  is  to  the  human  emotions  what  liquor 
is  to  the  mind  and  body.  A  lot  of  the  radio  pro- 
grams are  positively  unwholesome.  It  is  also  true 
that  our  nerves  are  being  frayed  out  by  the  con- 
stant din  of  the  radio  loud  speaker  in  those  homes 
where  it  is  turned  on  from  morning  until  night. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  also  a  means  of  edu- 
cation, culture  and  inspiration.  Think  of  the  thou- 
sands who  never  heard  a  grand  opera  or  a  sym- 
phony concert  until  the  radio  brought  them  to  our 
living  rooms!  Think  of  the  sick  and  the  shut-ins 
who  can  hear  religious  services  and  have  some 
wholesome  entertainment  with  which  to  while 
away  many  lonely  hours. 

The  way  out  is  not  the  way  back.  It  never  is. 
New  inventions  and  new  discoveries  are  never  un- 
mixed curses  or  blessings.  For  one  person  they 
may  be  one  thing  and  to  another  something  en- 
tirely different.  And  here  is  where  I  believe  the 
doctrine  of  the  simple  life  has  a  contribution  to 
make  to  the  day  and  age  in  which  we  are  living. 
In  the  first  place  it  gives  us  the  right  point  of 
view.  Jesus  didn't  have  any  objection  to  the  din- 
ner that  Martha  was  preparing  for  him  except 
when  it  obscured  more  important  things. 

We  need  to  keep  this  in  mind.  If  we  are  bitter 
about  the  modern  age  it  is  perhaps  because  we 
have  been  using  the  things  that  belong  to  the 
modern  age  in  the  wrong  ways.  It  may  be  be- 
cause we  have  never  taken  the  time  to  think 
through  what  the  good  Lord  would  have  us  do 
with  these  things  that  seem  to  clutter  up  our  lives. 
If  we  are  down  on  the  radio  it  may  be  because  we 
have  never  learned  how  to  use  it  in  the  right  way. 

We  must  remember  what  Jesus  said  about  the 
use  of  Sunday.  He  said  that  the  Sabbath  was 
made  for  man  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath.  That 
does  not  mean  that  we  can  do  just  whatever  we 
please  on  Sunday.  We  can  well  afford  to  look 
upon  the  increased  secularization  of  the  Lord's 
Day  with  considerable  alarm.  It  means  that  the 
law  of  the  Sabbath  was  given  because  man  needs 
time  set  aside  for  the  cultivation  of  the  spiritual 
graces  and  the  acquiring  of  a  spiritual  interpreta- 
tion of  life.  We  need  time  to  see  ourselves  as  God 
sees  us  and  look  at  life  through  his  eyes.  But  the 
underlying  principle  is  sound.  The  things  that 
make  up  our  lives  should  be  judged  by  the  way 
in  which  they  contribute  to  human  values. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


The  Profit  Motive 

BY  PAUL  MOHLER 

Reward  or  Punishment 

I  am  sixty-three  years  old.  I  have  worked  as 
day  laborer  at  low  wages,  as  schoolteacher  for 
small  salaries,  as  a  farmer  for  fair  rewards,  as 
minister  for  nothing  or  next  to  nothing,  as  manu- 
facturer for  fair  profits,  as  salesman  on  salary 
or  on  commission,  and  I  have  even  taken  an  active 
part  in  one  of  the  numerous  co-operative  enter- 
prises which  landed  on  the  financial  rocks.  Out 
of  it  all,  I  have  had  enough  to  maintain  a  waist 
line  of  sufficiently  ample  girth.  What  was  my 
motive?  It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  tell  which 
has  been  uppermost  in  the  majority  of  my  ef- 
forts, the  hope  of  reward  or  the  fear  of  punish- 
ment— the  desire  to  have  plenty  or  the  fear  of  not 
having  enough.  It  would  be  fine  if  I  could  say 
that  I  had  always  worked  from  the  motive  of 
unselfish  love  without  regard  to  reward,  and  that 
I  had  just  trusted  God  to  take  care  of  me.  I 
cannot  say  it. 

Even  when  I  was  young,  poor  and  raising  a 
family  while  working  for  a  wealthy  church 
which  paid  me  only  what  they  felt  like,  if  and 
when  they  felt  that  way — or  for  a  poor  church 
that  did  not  pay  anything  at  all,  I  was  encouraged 
by  my  older  brethren  to  hope  for  an  eternal 
reward,  even  as  Moses  looked  to  the  recompense 
of  reward.  So  the  reward  idea  has  always  had 
its  influence  with  me. 

Competition 

I  have  noticed  that  many  who  discuss  the 
profit  motive  stress  the  factor  of  competition  as 
a  great  and  evil  feature  of  our  present  economic 
situation.  You  will  notice  also  that  my  exper- 
ience covers  quite  a  range  from  that  of  "wage 
slave"  to  co-operative.  In  which  of  these  experi- 
ences did  I  find  freedom  from  competition?  In 
none  of  them.  I  held  one  job  as  farm  laborer  be- 
cause I  did  more  work  for  the  money  than  other 
men  did. 

I  applied  for  one  school  for  which  there  were 
fifteen  applicants.  I  got  the  school  because  I  was 
the  largest  man  that  applied.  They  wanted  some- 
body who  could  knock  down  and  drag  out,  and 
they  chose  me  on  that  basis.  I  did  not  disappoint 
them.  Even  in  co-operatives,  I  found  that  there 
is  keen  rivalry  for  the  good  positions.  I  learned 
that  churches  often  prefer  a  mediocre  pastor  who 
costs  little  to  a  better  pastor  who  costs  more. 
Certainly  they  want  the  best  they  can  get  for 
the  money,  and  that  promotes  competition.  Yes, 
churches  strive  in  competition  for  community 
leadership.     Anybody  that  can  find  any  system 
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that  removes  competition  from  human  relation- 
ship is  a  lot  smarter  than  I  am. 

Good  and  Evil 

We  are  told  that  our  competitive  economic 
system  forces  people  to  an  evil  attitude  toward 
competitors.  Let  us  see.  Apparently,  Cain  and 
Abel  were  in  competition  for  the  favor  of  God. 
Cain  killed  Abel.  That  was  evil.  Joseph  and  his 
brethren  were  in  competition  for  the  favor  of 
their  father  as  well  as  for  leadership  in  the  group. 
The  brethren  sold  Joseph.  That  was  evil.  Abra- 
ham and  Lot  were  in  competition  for  the  pastur- 
age of  Canaan.  Abraham  gave  Lot  his  choice  of 
the  land  and  all  that  he  wanted  of  it.  That  was 
good.  David  and  Saul  were  in  competition  for 
the  leadership  of  Israel.  In  Saul,  that  stirred  up 
every  evil  trait;  in  David,  it  stimulated  all  his 
innate  nobility  of  character. 

But  somebody  says  that  big  business  is  not  that 
way.  Well,  Henry  Ford  and  Walter  Chrysler  are 
competitors  on  a  large  scale;  but  we  are  told  that 
they  are  warm  friends.  We  are  also  told  that  the 
members  of  the  Automobile  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce pool  their  patents  after  each  has  been  in 
use  by  its  originator  for  a  period  of  time.  This 
is  done  in  order  that  the  automotive  industry 
can  serve  the  public  better  by  the  universal  shar- 
ing of  new  ideas.    Is  that  good,  or  evil? 

From  all  of  these  and  numerous  other  examples, 
I  find  that  either  good  or  evil  may  arise  from  com- 
petition— all  depending  on  the  reactions  of  in- 
dividuals. Unless  I  am  sadly  mistaken,  we  can 
never  get  rid  of  competition  by  any  system  that 
can  be  devised  without  taking  from  us  the  very 
glory  of  manhood,  individual  initiative,  aspira- 
tions, and  creative  impulses.  In  fact,  we  are 
urged  in  the  Scriptures  to  provoke  one  another  to 
love  and  good  works,  and  a  good  example  of  such 
provoking  is  given  us  in  2  Cor.  9:2,  certainly  an 
appeal  to  competition  in  excellence.  And  that,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  is  the  answer  to  the  problem 
— changing  the  spirit  of 'the  competition. 

The  Egg  and  the  Chicken 

Some  very  earnest  and  prominent  Christian 
leaders  are  convinced  that  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
velop a  Christian  civilization  while  competition 
in  economic  efforts  continues.  They  wish  to 
change  the  system  to  get  rid  of  the  evils  of  com- 
petition. Others  as  earnest  say  that  the  way  to 
get  rid  of  the  evils  of  competition  is  to  Christian- 
ize our  civilization.  It  is  a  case  of  deciding  which 
to  get  first,  the  egg  or  the  chicken.  If  I  were  go- 
ing into  the  chicken  business  and  had  to  decide 
that  question,  I'd  get  whichever  one  I  could  get 
the  handiest,  and  go  on  from  there.    Why  not  do 


the  same  with  our  Christian  civilization  enter- 
prise? In  other  words,  with  an  Abraham-Lot 
situation,  instead  of  trying  to  revolutionize  the 
grazing  industry,  why  not  introduce  the  spirit 
of  Abraham  and  trust  God  to  prosper  it  as  he 
did  Abraham?  I  doubt  if  there  is  a  congregation 
of  Brethren  anywhere  that  has  not  seen  the  spirit 
of  Abraham  enter  tense  conditions  of  competition 
and  rivalry  with  triumphant  results.  Forcing  de- 
sired results  has  never  worked  very  well  in  small 
matters;  is  there  reason  for  believing  that  it 
would  work  better  in  large  undertakings  such  as  a 
national  economic  revolution  must  be?  Russia 
tried  it  on  a  large  scale.  Without  discussing  its 
reported  successes  or  failures  within  its  own  do- 
minions, how  would  you  like  to  have  its  blessings 
extended  unto  us  as  they  were  extended  to  Fin- 
land? How  would  you  like  to  see  a  national  force 
built  up  in  our  own  country  sufficiently  strong  to 
overcome  all  resistance  to  an  economic  revolu- 
tion? Would  that  be  safe  if  not  Christianized? 
Don't  you  think  it  safer  to  begin  with  the  egg? 

Jesus'  Idea 

John  the  Baptist  wanted  Jesus  to  be  a  full- 
grown  dictator — fierce  enough  to  master  all  the 
other  dictators  in  the  world.  He  was  bitterly  dis- 
appointed when  he  found  that  Jesus  was  be- 
ginning with  eggs  of  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffer- 
ing,  kindness,  goodness,  faithfulness,  meekness 
and  self-control.  John  thought  the  situation  was 
desperate  and  called  for  desperate  measures.  If 
he  were  living  now,  he  would  be  ready  to  declare 
an  emergency.  What  would  Jesus  do?  I  think 
he  would  have  the  same  idea  today,  and  start  in 
just  as  he  started  then — to  sow  the  seeds  of  the 
kingdom  which  should  grow  up  in  the  hearts  of 
men  until  it  should  change  either  the  economic 
system  or  the  spirit  which  operates  it — whichever 
proved  to  be  the  more  practical. 

The  Key 

Jesus  recognized  economic  necessities  when  he 
gave  us  his  prayer.  He  included  a  petition  for 
our  material  needs  in  the  fourth  petition — Give 
us  our  daily  bread.  He  knew  better  than  we  the 
evils  sure  to  arise  from  a  liberal  answer  to  that 
petition — the  love  of  money,  of  luxury,  of  the 
power  which  wealth  provides;  the  bitterness  in 
economic  rivalry;  the  divisions  created  by  wealth 
and  poverty;  the  oppression  suffered  by  the  vic- 
tims of  greed;  the  world  wars  which  might  result. 
How  could  he  even  allow  us  to  ask  God  for  such 
dangerous  provisions?  There  must  have  been 
something  else  included  in  the  prayer  that  would, 
if  answered,  open  the  door  to  unlimited  material 
blessings  without  admitting  the  dangers  which 
would  enter  if  unopposed.    In  other  words,  there 
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must  have  been  a  door  of  opportunity  controlled 
by  a  key  that  locked  it  against  frustrations  of 
every  kind.    What  was  that  key? 

The  Neglected  Petitions 

The  dangers  of  materialism  are  so  great  that 
Jesus  provided  most  liberally  and  abundantly 
against  them.  In  fact,  he  provided  three  great 
petitions,  both  as  sound  foundation  for  all  ma- 
terial benefits  and  as  guards  against  materialistic 
dangers:  thy  name  be  hallowed,  thy  kingdom 
come,  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  in  heaven. 
How  have  we  regarded  them?  Have  we  not 
neglected  them  as  unimportant — beautiful  as  a 
dream,  but  impractical  for  realization?  Repeat 
them?  Yes,  often  enough  we  have  repeated  them, 
but  only  with  our  lips,  and  not  with  our  heart, 
soul,  mind  and  strength  as  we  have  the  fourth 
petition,  for  bread,  or  even  as  we  have  the  fifth 
petition,  for  forgiveness.  We  have  been  most 
deeply  concerned  about  the  answer  to  the  fourth 
petition,  and  have  been  ready  to  work  with  God 
in  every  way  toward  its  answer— but  we  have 
not  dealt  so  with  the  first  three.  We  have  been 
concerned  about  the  forgiveness  of  our  "original 
sin,"  our  sins  of  meanness,  immorality,  violence 
and  all-round  wickedness;  but  not  of  the  sin  of 
neglecting  the  first  three  petitions,  which  are  the 
greatest,  the  most  fundamental  and  the  nearest 
to  the  heart  of  Jesus  of  them  all.  In  fact,  I  be- 
lieve that  our  neglect  of  the  aims  and  objects  ex- 
pressed in  these  three  petitions  is  our  greatest 
sin  of  all — the  greatest  source  of  the  evils  of 
which  we  complain — the  greatest  source  of  misery 
in  the  world — and  the  greatest  cause  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  church  as  the  body  of  Christ. 

What  to  Do 

The  previous  section  should  suggest  the  answer 
—repentance,  a  complete  change  of  heart,  mind, 
aims,  purpose,  faith  and  works  to  line  up  fully 
with  the  three  neglected  petitions.  And  that 
doesn't  mean  for  the  other  fellow.  It  would  be 
fine  if  we  could  get  the  whole  world  as  a  radio 
audience  and  put  the  proposition  so  clearly  and 
powerfully  that  everybody  would  make  the  great 
change  at  once;  but  it  won't  work  that  way.  We 
have  tried  mass  evangelism  before  and  know 
about  how  long  it  lasts.  We  must  have  that  change 
in  ourselves  so  revolutionary  that  God  can  an- 
swer our  prayers  in  and  through  us.  Then  we 
must  give  ourselves  as  wholeheartedly  to  the 
first  three  petitions  as  we  have  ever  done  to  the 
fourth,  in  thinking,  planning  and  working  for 
practical  results. 

What  to  Expect 

Would  it  not  be  fine  if  we  could  expect  im- 


mediate results  on  such  a  large  scale  that  wars 
would  all  cease  this  year;  industries  would  all 
get  on  an  unselfish  basis;  commerce  would  be 
always  honest,  unselfish,  and  loving;  and  finance 
would  be  all  turned  to  serve  the  universal  need? 
But  have  I  the  right  to  expect  that  when  I  have 
been  neglecting  for  sixty  long,  blind  years  the 
devotion  to  those  three  petitions  which  I  have 
given  to  the  fourth?  The  kingdom  is  said  to  be 
like  the  mustard,  which  is  small  among  all  seeds. 
True,  the  mustard  plant  will  become  the  greatest 
of  all — but  seeds  must  have  time  to  grow.  I  rather 
expect  that  we  must  wait  awhile  for  the  political 
and  economic  results  which  are  implied  in  those 
petitions.  It  may  be  that  our  children  will  see 
some  fruitage  from  our  sowing.  I  hope  so.  At 
any  rate,  it  is  my  business  to  sow,  and  leave  the 
increase  to  God. 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


How  to  Decide 


BY   ROY   WHITE 

"Everyone  is  doing  it,  and  anyway  I  do  not  see 
any  harm  in  it."  This  explanation  has  been  used 
to  defend  countless  evils  and  questionable  activi- 
ties from  cannibalism  on  down  to  more  modern 
malconduct.  A  careful  check  on  such  a  statement 
often  reveals  that  the  finest  type  of  people  actually 
are  not  doing  the  thing  in  question,  and  in  many 
cases  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  harm  in 
some  things  which  are  rather  widely  defended. 
The  chances  are  that  the  people  advocating  the 
questionable  practice  have  some  private  interest 
to  serve. 

When  a  person  is  in  doubt  about  any  proposed 
action,  he  should  subject  it  to  the  following  test? 
at  least: 

1.  Is  it  a  wise  thing  to  do?  It  is  not  easy  to 
disregard  facts  which  we  know  quite  well  to  be 
true,  if  we  really  stop  to  think. 

2.  Is  it  right?  Is  this  the  sort  of  thing  that  I 
would  admire  in  another  person  or  that  I  should 
like  to  have  done  to  me?  If  it  is  not  fair,  if  it  is 
not  kind,  then  it  is  not  right. 

3.  Would  Christ  do  it?  His  ideals  were  high, 
but  they  were  not  too  high.  He  simply  demon- 
strated how  our  bodies  were  meant  to  be  used 
and  how  we  should  meet  our  problems  if  we  are  to 
avoid  hardship,  heartbreak  and  death. 

It  could  not  be  claimed  that  conduct  which 
passes  these  three  tests  is  being  done  by  every- 
one. However,  it  could  be  claimed  that  everyone 
who  is  really  wise,  and  right,  and  Christian  is  do- 
ing it,  and  that  is  a  pretty  good  crowd  to  string 
along  with. 

Chicago,  III. 
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The  Personal  Holy  Spirit 

BY  A.  R.  COFFMAN 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  third  person  of  the  God- 
head. This  does  not  mean  that  he  is  less  than  the 
other  two,  but  that  there  are  three.  He  hears, 
knows,  has  mind;  he  is  our  Comforter,  Helper,  In- 
tercessor; we  can  grieve,  quench,  lie  to  or  blas- 
pheme him.  None  of  these  things  could  be  said 
of  an  "influence."  When  Jesus  went  away  he  said 
that  he  would  pray  the  Father,  and  that  he  would 
give  us  another  (not  comfort  but)  Comforter  (like 
himself).  We  have  never  seen  the  Spirit,  but 
neither  have  we  seen  God;  and,  when  we  have 
seen  the  Master,  we  have  really  seen  the  Father 
and  the  Spirit  who  is  like  him.  We  experience  the 
presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  spiritual  presence 
of  God.  It  is  said  of  Dr.  Torrey  that  he  was  nat- 
urally a  timid  man,  and  that  he  could  not  enjoy 
preaching  until  he  realized  that  there  was  One  by 
his  side  (the  Paraclete)  to  strengthen  him  and  to 
overrule  things  for  good  and  then  preaching  was 
a  delight. 

We  possess  the  Spirit.  If  we  have  been  bap- 
tized not  only  ceremonially,  but  of  the  Spirit,  we 
have  received  or  come  into  possession  of  him. 
There  is  but  one  baptism  but  there  are  many 
"fillings"  of  the  Spirit.  There  is  one  Fountain,  one 
Source,  but  many  hearts  come  to  drink.  The  fol- 
lowing is  attributed  to  Rev.  J.  W.  Erdman,  D.  D., 
"Through  the  heaven-descended  Spirit  of  God  the 
sons  of  God  are  forever  united  with  the  heaven- 
ascended,  glorified  Son  of  God."  We  must  never 
doubt  that  what  God  has  said  he  has  performed. 

The  Spirit  possesses  us.  There  are  places  along 
the  upward  pathway  over  which  we  cannot  go, 
and,  if  we  do  not  have  the  substitutionary  ar- 
rangement of  life,  we  cannot  bridge  the  gap.  It 
may  be  very  humiliating,  but  we  just  have  to  be 
carried  over.  And,  as  we  go  on,  we  shall  find  that 
we  want  him  where  we  might  not  feel  that  we 
would  absolutely  have  to  have  him.  Another  dis- 
covery that  we  make  is  that  when  we  think  we  are 
doing  things  of  ourselves  we  realize  that,  after  all, 
he  is  doing  them,  for  we  are  his  workmanship, 
created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works  (Eph. 
2:10).  Our  works  are  only,  truly,  eternally  good 
as  they  are  his.  The  Spirit  is  not  limited  by  our 
weakness  but  by  our  unwillingness.  The  church 
is  lacking  in  power  because  she  does  not  allow  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  possess  her.  Each  one  of  us  needs 
to  realize  his  responsibility.  One  stubborn  indi- 
vidual may  cut  the  fullness  of  the  power  of  the 
Spirit.  In  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  Canaan,  the 
sin  of  one  man,  Achan,  blocked  the  success  of  the 
march  against  Ai. 

The  Spirit  blesses  us  with  himself.     No  good 


thing  will  the  Lord  withhold  from  us,  but  no 
gift  can  be  as  great  as  the  Giver.  A  winsome  per- 
sonality, patience,  love,  courage,  mastery  of  self, 
all  these  and  innumerable  others  are  of  infinitely 
more  value  than  silver  and  gold.  And  when  God 
has  blest  everyone  of  his  children  with  the  wealth 
of  his  love  and  light  and  life,  he  has  just  as  much 
left.  It  cannot  become  less.  Another's  spiritual 
riches  do  not  impoverish  me.  Why  don't  we  ask 
too,  and  also  receive?  Whosoever  will,  let  him 
pray. 

Martinsburg,  Pa. 


The  Church  Today 

BY  PAUL  J.  WRIGHT 

Abraham  was  one  of  those  rare  individuals  who 
were  little  disturbed  by  the  world  and  its  tangents. 
When  Abraham  passed  to  his  reward,  his  friends, 
who  knew  him  and  understood  that  he  had  served 
his  God  faithfully  and  diligently,  knew  also  that 
his  reward  was  to  be  heaven.  Because  Abraham 
was  of  the  soil  and  stayed  by  it,  because  he  was 
uncompromising  with  the  world,  and  because 
Abraham  had  that  immense  faith  in  the  promises 
of  God,  he  was  amply  rewarded  when  God  spoke 
of  him  as  "Abraham,  my  friend." 

To  many  of  us,  our  own  church  is  a  "rare  indi- 
vidual" among  churches.  This  must  be  our  own 
opinion,  else  why  are  we  members  of  it?  Our 
church  has  three  attributes,  as  did  Abraham, 
which  are  the  bulwark  of  her  strength. 

First,  we  can  well  speak  of  our  church  as  being 
of  the  soil.  Having  always  been  a  simple  folk, 
the  Brethren  have  always  been  associated  with 
and  advocates  of  the  simple  and  humble  life. 
Much  of  the  prestige  of  the  church  has  been  es- 
tablished through  its  being  identified  with  the  un- 
pretentious attitude  of  its  founders  and  their  doc- 
trines. The  church  has  always  in  the  past  held 
fast,  and  I  hope  in  the  future  will  hold  fast  to 
the  rugged  principles  which  made  it  what  it  is  to- 
day. To  continue  our  progress,  we  cannot  sacri- 
fice this  great  heritage. 

Second,  our  church  has  attained  and  kept  its 
high  standards  because  it  was  and  is  uncompro- 
mising with  the  false  doctrines  of  the  world.  We, 
as  did  Christ,  have  made  allowance  for  the  chang- 
es necessary  to  live  in  harmony  with  our  fellow 
men,  but  never  have  we  allowed  our  progress  or 
expansion  to  lead  us  from  the  Christlike  way  of 
life.  If  we  cannot  say  this  of  ourselves  or  our 
churches,  then  the  time  has  come  for  rigid  self- 
examinations.  The  world  is  full  of  compromisers. 
Our  church  always  has  been  and  should  continue 
to  be  an  institution  which  can  be  relied  upon  by  its 
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membership,  and  the  world  for  that  matter,  to 
stand  for  the  ideals  and  teachings  of  Christ  with- 
out fear  or  favor. 

And  third — now  that  the  world  has  begun  to 
place  its  faith  in  the  forces  of  blood  and  steel,  let 
us  stand  true  upon  the  promises  of  God  and  place 
our  trust  in  him.  It  may  seem  somewhat  difficult 
to  understand  God's  purpose  in  these  troubled 
days,  but  if  we  turn  to  Prov.  3:  5,  6  we  find  a  rath- 
er polite  admonition  to  "trust  in  the  Lord  with  all 
thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto  thine  own  under- 
standing. In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and 
he  shall  direct  thy  paths."  With  God's  many 
promises,  do  we  need  more  than  this?  Regard- 
less of  whether  we  suffer  a  little  pain  or  not,  God 
will  always  be  with  us  and  ready  to  receive  his 
own. 

Many  people  and  organizations  have  been  spir- 
itually crippled  and  maimed  in  attempting  to  pat- 
tern after  the  world.  If  God's  body,  the  church, 
is  to  stand  it  must  do  that  which  is  right.  Right, 
not  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  in  the  sight  of 
Almighty  God. 

Peebles.  Ohio. 


In  Reality 

BY    ARLO    GUMP 

It  was  a  great  conference.  In  the  extreme  back 
part  of  the  grounds,  even  before  the  crowd  began 
to  arrive,  one  could  observe  an  interesting  scene. 
There  an  old  bus  had  been  parked.  It  was  quite 
devoid  of  its  engine,  had  evident  memories  of 
many  hard  miles,  and  was  blessed  with  a  good 
percentage  of  flat  tires.  Around  this  tired  old 
traveler  of  the  roads  hovered  a  group  of  poor  chil- 
dren with  a  mother  who  appeared  to  be  equally 
tired.  One  could  easily  see  that  this  was  home, 
for  there  was  no  possible  means  of  moving  on. 
Somehow  it  seemed  like  the  end  of  the  trail. 

Into  this  scene  came  a  sudden  contrast.  People 
were  arriving  for  the  conference.  One  evening  a 
long  powerful  car  with  an  ample  number  of  cylin- 
ders came  to  park  near  the  old  bus.  To  the  car 
was  attached  a  very  modern  trailer  with  interior 
comforts  that  must  have  cost  thousands  and  with 
an  exterior  that  made  most  observers  exclaim, 
"What  an  outfit!" 

The  conference  days  came  to  a  close  and  the 
trailer  camp  and  the  rest  of  us  went  home.  The 
bus-home  still  rested  under  the  trees.  A  janitor 
who  was  cleaning  up  the  great  hall  might  have 
noticed  a  sign,  "Brethren  in  Reality,"  stretched 
across  the  front  of  the  room.  I  am  sorry  now  that 
I  did  not  ask  the  poor  folks  who  stayed  when  we 
left  if  they  had  learned  that  our  conference  had  a 


motto.  You  understand  that  I  was  in  a  hurry  to 
get  home  and  did  not  think  of  it  until  later. 

Did  the  folks  in  the  big  car  see  that  motto?  Did 
you?  I  like  to  think  that  some  of  us,  even  in  old 
cars,  saw  an  opportunity  to  do  something  in  real- 
ity, for  then  I  could  feel  that  indeed  it  was  a  great 
conference. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Qualification 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

During  the  waiting  period  before  Pentecost, 
when  the  assembled  believers  took  up  the  matter 
of  choosing  one  of  their  number  to  be  an  apostle 
in  Judas'  place,  one  qualification  is  recorded.  It 
was  a  must.  "Wherefore  of  these  men  which  have 
companied  with  us  all  the  time  that  the  Lord  Je- 
sus went  in  and  out  among  us,  beginning  from 
the  baptism  of  John,  unto  the  same  day  that  he 
was  taken  up  from  us,  must  one  be  ordained  to  be 
a  witness  with  us  of  his  resurrection"  (Acts  1:  21, 
22). 

Only  those  were  eligible  who  had  personal- 
ly witnessed  what  had  transpired  from  the  time 
of  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist  to  the  ascen- 
sion of  Christ.  He  must  be  able  to  testify  to  the 
truth  of  what  was  preached. 

Is  the  qualification  for  disciples  any  different  to- 
day if  their  profession  is  to  be  effective?  Testi- 
mony that  contains  doubts  carries  little  weight. 
Must  we  not  too  really  "know  him  [Christ]  and 

In  Tune  With  God 

BY  EDWARD  K.  ZIEGLER 

God,  play  upon  the  harpstrings  of  my  heart! 
Draw  out  from  them  the  music  thou  dost  love. 
Make  me  of  thy  great  symphony  a  part. 
Keep  me  in  tune  with  thy  great  choir  above. 

If  in  the  score  of  that  great  symphony 
Are  minor  chords  of  sorrow  and  of  pain, 
Still,  O  my  Lord,  my  harp  belongs  to  thee; 
Thou  bringest  beauty  to  my  soul  again. 

And  beauty  is  not  all  in  major  chords, 
And  life  not  always  lived  on  sunny  days; 
Help  me  to  play  through  minor  music  towards 
The  resolution  of  it  in  triumphant  praise. 

I  would  not  be  like  clay  on  potter's  wheel, 
Lifeless,  a  lump,  a  senseless  thing; 
Nay,  rather  be  my  heart  a  string  of  steel 
Vibrant  under  the  Master's  touch  to  sing  .  .  . 

In  tune  with  thee.     O  God,  grant  thou  my  prayer; 
May  every  note  be  true,  and  let  me  be 
Thy  harp,  on  which  thou  playest  the  air 
Or  just  a  phrase,  of  heaven's  symphony! 

York,  Pa. 
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the  power  of  his  resurrection"  (Phil.  3:  10)  ?  We 
must  have  experienced  having  been  brought  from 
death  unto  life.  Such  a  life  and  testimony  is  dy- 
namic and  convincing. 

In '  the  early  days  of  the  church  those  thus 
changed  and  then  powered  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
"turned  the  world  upside  down."  Not  a  few  gave 
their  life  because  their  witnessing  was  so  sin  con- 
victing. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


The  Pastor's  Relation  to  the  Music 
of  the  Church 

BY  AMMON  P.  WENGER 

Does  the  pastor  have  any  relationship  to  the 
music  department  of  the  church,  or  is  it  a  depart- 
ment separate  and  apart  form  his  activities?  In 
the  past,  I  think,  the  latter  was  considered  too 
often  the  case.  The  pastor  was  simply  thought  of  as 
one  whose  duty  in  the  church  service  was  limited 
to  the  preparation  and  delivery  of  his  sermon,  dis- 
regarding any  thought  concerning  the  environ- 
ment into  which  he  was  projecting  his  ideas.  I 
am  sure  we  would  all  agree  that  it  would  be  fool- 
ish for  a  farmer  to  sow  grain  before  first  preparing 
the  soil  into  which  he  is  putting  the  grain,  but  is 
not  that  exactly  what  the  minister  does  in  the  field 
of  religion  when  he  presents  his  ideas  without  any 
consideration  to  activities  prior  to  his  sermon? 
Today,  however,  the  pendulum  is  swinging  and  we 
no  longer  consider  the  music  of  the  church  sep- 
arate and  apart;  we  think  of  it  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  entire  church  program. 

Music  is  a  great  factor  in  helping  to  unite  the 
thought  of  a  group.  It  helps  to  purge  the  mind 
from  the  distracting  influences  of  everyday  life 
and  leads  one  into  a  realm  of  spirituality.  The 
music  should  be  so  planned  as  to  prepare  the  list- 
ener for  the  particular  type  of  sermon  about  to  be 
given. 

"The  old  notion  that  music  is  merely  an  adjunct 
to  the  church  service,  an  embellishment  of  it,  is 
happily  giving  way  to  the  recognition  of  music  as 
an  integral  part  of  the  service  itself,"  says  William 
Arms  Fisher  in  the  introductory  words  to  one  of 
his  anthems.  "The  sense  of  separation  that  has 
too  often  existed  between  the  pulpit  and  the  choir 
loft  is  yielding  to  a  better  understanding  of  the 
higher  function  of  music  as  a  vital  factor  in  any 
worshipful  service.  Choir  and  clergy  are  fortun- 
ately reaching  a  mutual  understanding  of  their 
interdependence. " 

Because  of  the  increasing  importance  of  the  pas- 
tor in  relation  to  the  music  program  of  the  church, 
the  situation  demands  that  he  be  well  trained  in 


the  whole  program  of  church  music.  He  should 
have  a  thorough  grounding  in  the  history,  style 
and  meaning  of  church  music  as  a  preparation  for 
the  conduct  of  public  worship.  He  need  not  be  an 
accomplished  musician  himself,  but  he  should 
know  enough  to  command  the  respect  of  those  who 
know  more,  as  well  as  to  be  able  to  appreciate  fully 
the  problems  of  those  who  are  working  in  the  mu- 
sic department.  The  pastor  should  always  be  will- 
ing to  defer  his  problem  to  experts  in  the  field  of 
music,  and  willingly  incorporate  their  knowledge 
where  his  may  be  limited.  He  should  know  how 
music  assists  and  what  style  and  grade  of  music 
will  best  serve  his  purpose.  It  is  his  business  to  see 
that  all  music  used,  instrumental  or  vocal,  shall 
co-ordinate  and  function  properly  in  securing 
the  results  for  which  he  has  planned  in  his  worship 
program. 

On  the  whole,  the  pastor  must  obtain  his  ambi- 
tions for  the  music  department  indirectly.  Very 
seldom  is  the  minister  the  active  choir  director  or 
the  active  chorister,  and  it  is  only  proper  that  the 
burden  of  the  program  be  distributed,  especially 
where  other  able  musicians  are  within  the  church. 
In  the  average  church  the  minister  works  through 
the  music  committee  of  the  church  as  well  as  in 
direct  collaboration  with  the  music  director.  The 
music  committee  need  not  necessarily  be  composed 
of  musicians,  but  it  should  include  individuals  who 
are  saturated  with  the  idea  that  the  music  depart- 
ment has  an  important  role  to  play  in  the  church  as 
a  whole.  The  pastor  should  at  all  times  be  con- 
sidered an  advisory  member  of  this  committee. 
He  should  be  able  to  see  the  whole  church  pro- 
gram in  perhaps  a  truer  perspective  than  any 
other  and  in  this  way  be  better  qualified  to  set  up 
ideals  or  goals  for  the  music  department.  To- 
gether they  should  work  out  a  program  for  the 
music  department  and  the  pastor  should  advise 
the  committee  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  music 
leaders  to  be  chosen  and  the  books  to  be  used. 
His  attitude  should  be  that  of  directing  rather  than 
that  of  dictating  policies. 

Upon  this  basis  the  pastor  is  able  to  exercise  a 
certain  amount  of  control  over  the  musical  life  of 
the  church.  If  the  pastor  is  wise  he  will  avoid 
meddling  with  the  petty  details.  Those  in  charge 
of  the  music  should  feel  themselves  free  to  work 
out  their  own  problems  as  long  as  they  stay  within 
range  of  the  policies  laid  down  by  the  music  com- 
mittee. 

The  minister  should  show  his  appreciation  to  his 
musical  assistants  from  time  to  time  for  the  part 
they  play  in  the  service  of  the  church.  He  may 
do  this  in  part  by  making  an  effort  to  understand 
their  work  from  their  point  of  view.    He  will  try 
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to  follow  their  work  as  a  partner  rather  than  as  a 
meddler.  He  should  make  himself  a  welcome  vis- 
itor at  the  choir  rehearsals  without  in  any  way  in- 
terfering with  the  leader's  freedom  in  his  own 
field.  Through  the  process  of  frequent  exchange 
of  ideas  with  the  musicians,  he  will  find  that  his 
hold  upon  them  will  be  strengthened  and  together 
they  will  be  able  to  build  a  much  more  unified 
church  program. 

The  pastor  should  have  a  conference  with  the 
music  leader  early  in  the  week  to  discuss  the  music 
for  the  following  Sunday.  Although  he  may  not 
as  yet  have  his  sermon  entirely  completed,  he 
should  have  the  purpose  of  the  sermon  clearly  in 
mind,  in  order  that  he  may  give  the  music  leader 
the  hymn  selections,  as  well  as  intimate  the  type 
of  prelude  and  anthem  needed  for  his  particular 
type  of  service.  This  conference  will  give  the 
music  director  an  idea  of  his  contribution  to  that 
service,  and  by  working  this  idea  will  help  in  cre- 
ating an  integrated  and  worth-while  worship  serv- 
ice. 

In  order  to  make  the  worship  service  of  most 
help  to  the  audience  it  is  essential  that  the  pastor 
know  the  needs  of  his  parishioners  and  adapt  his 
program  to  their  needs.  Perhaps  the  audience  to 
which  he  is  speaking  is  the  older  age  group,  or  it 
may  be  a  group  consisting  of  all  ages.  When  he 
is  planning  the  music  for  his  program  he  should 
take  this  into  consideration.  There  are  types  of 
songs  that  appeal  to  the  older  folks  who  have 
tasted  both  the  "bitter  and  sweet"  in  life,  while 
this  type  of  song  does  not  always  appeal  to  the 
younger  group  because  of  a  certain  lack  of  experi- 
ence. Thus  he  needs  to  appropriate  types  of  songs 
that  appeal  to  younger  age  groups  as  well  as  songs 
that  appeal  to  the  older  age  group.  He  may  get 
an  idea  for  the  selection  if  he  has  all  age  groups 
give  their  favorite  hymns.  The  young  folks  pre- 
fer a  greater  variety  of  songs  and  with  the  empha- 
sis on  the  present  rather  than  the  future  life — 
songs  of  inspiration  rather  than  comfort,  the  call 
to  social  service  as  well  as  individual  aspiration. 

The  list  of  songs  which  the  average  member  in 
a  church  knows  is  comparatively  small.  This  list 
should  be  increased.  The  pastor  should  introduce 
new  hymns  from  time  to  time.  It  might  be  a  good 
plan  to  introduce  the  new  song  first  at  the  mid- 
week service  or  during  choir  rehearsal.  In  this 
way  a  small  group  will  already  be  familiar  with 
the  song  when  introduced  at  the  regular  church 
service  and  it  will  not  detract  from  the  regular 
mood  of  worship. 

Every  pastor  should  be  familiar  with  his  church 
hymnal.  He  should  realize  the  importance  it  plays 
in   his   services,   and   should   ever   challenge   his 


audience  to  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  great 
hymns  therein.  He  might  do  this  in  several  ways. 
The  hymns  and  their  authors  would  make  an  in- 
teresting study  for  midweek  meetings  or  other 
gatherings.  One  would  often  have  a  deeper  ap- 
preciation for  a  hymn  if  he  knew  the  author  and 
what  inspired  the  author  to  write  it.  The  pastor 
could  also  use  the  hymnal  as  an  occasional  source 
book  for  his  sermons.  Many  a  hymn  is  taken  from 
the  Scriptures.  Noble  truths  are  imbedded  in  the 
poetry  of  the  great  hymns,  but  too  often  we  sing 
them  just  as  a  familiar  tune,  disregarding  the  mes- 
sage which  lies  hidden  in  the  depth  of  the  words. 
If  our  attention  is  called  to  these  striking  truths, 
we  will  naturally  come  to  a  fuller  appreciation  of 
the  hymn  in  its  entirety. 

Conspicuousness  in  its  various  phases  should  be 
eliminated  when  planning  the  music  program  of 
the  church.  The  music  program  should  be  viewed 
in  its  entirety  rather  than  in  part.  Choir  robes 
help  to  eliminate  the  conspicuousness  which  we 
might  otherwise  find  in  dress.  The  pastor  should 
encourage,  wherever  possible,  locating  the  choir 
in  a  position  which  is  not  in  direct  view  of  the 
audience.  In  this  way  the  audience  will  tend  to 
be  led  in  a  deeper  sense  of  worship  than  it  would 
be  if  it  were  continually  watching  the  outward 
actions  of  the  choir  members.  An  ideal  location 
for  a  choir  would  be  in  the  rear  balcony  of  the 
church.  This  is  often  impossible.  Our  churches 
in  the  past  have  too  often  been  built  without  any 
recognition  as  to  the  position  of  a  choir  loft,  only 
to  stick  it  in  some  odd  corner  after  the  church  is 
completed.  We  need  some  definite  planning  for 
the  choir  before  the  church  building  is  construct- 
ed. 

Until  a  few  years  ago  musical  instruments  were 
taboo  in  many  of  our  churches,  but  we  are  happy 
to  say  that  the  pendulum  is  swinging  to  the  other 
side  in  this  respect,  and  perhaps  at  times  too  far 
to  the  other  extreme,  in  the  endeavor  to  find 
the  happy  mean.  Musical  instruments  have  their 
place  in  church  worship,  but  it  is  the  task  of  the 
true  Christian  musician  to  appropriate  the  musical 
instruments  as  a  means  to  the  worship  of  God. 
Here  the  minister  again  must  use  his  guiding  in- 
fluence in  order  that  the  church  music  may  not  be- 
come secularized,  but  that  it  may  continue  to  be 
used  as  an  asset  to  true  worship. 

In  conclusion,  may  we  remember  that  music 
is  a  gift  from  God  and  our  musical  talents  are  God 
sent  and  should  be  used  to  his  honor  and  glory. 
But  the  major  responsibility  for  the  guidance  of 
this  program  rests  upon  the  ministers  of  today  and 
tomorrow. 

Ephrata,  Pa. 
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One  Foot  In  Heaven 

By  Hartzell  Spence.  Copyright  1940  by  the  author. 
298  pages.    $2.50. 

Here  is  a  popular  and  outstanding  book  which  will 
help  the  pastor  to  see  himself,  his  people,  and  their 
mutual  relationships  more  clearly,  and  will  also  help  the 
people  of  the  church  to  see  themselves  and  their  pastor 
in  those  relationships.  The  author  is  the  son  of  a  Meth- 
odist pastor  who  was  singularly  successful  in  keeping 
one  foot  in  heaven  and  the  other  on  earth — that  is,  he 
maintained  a  firm  grip  on  spiritual  reality  and  at  the 
same  time  had  a  practical  outlook  on  this  present  life 
with  its  numerous  material  and  social  interests.  The 
fortunes  of  the  preacher  are  traced  from  school  days  in 
Canada  and  the  first  parish  in  Iowa  down  through  a 
busy  and  useful  ministry  in  a  number  of  parishes.  He 
loved  his  Lord  and  his  people.  He  loved  his  work,  "had 
a  whale  of  a  good  time"  at  it,  and  was  very  successful 
in  it  although  not  always  conventional  about  it.  He 
knew  how  to  "let  other  people  have  his  way"  without 
them  suspecting  that  that  was  what  was  happening,  but 
in  turn  his  faithful  wife  had  her  way  with  him  without 
him  knowing  it — to  the  mutual  advantage  of  everyone 
concerned.  The  author-son  writes  brilliantly  and  clev- 
erly, but  always  sympathetically,  respectfully  and  lov- 
ingly. Beneath  the  abundance  of  sparkling  humor  real 
life  is  portrayed, '  life  as  all  of  us  might  live  it  and 
observe  it,  but  as  we  probably  would  not  be  able  to 
write  about  it.  A  few  bits  of  realism  are  present  without 
which  the  story  would  not  have  been  spoiled,  but  be- 
cause of  which  it  need  not  be  spoiled  for  anyone.  You 
will  be  delighted  by  this  story. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

The  Supernaiuralness  of  Christ — Can  We  Still  Believe 

In  It?     Wilbur  M.  Smith.     W.  A.  Wilde  and  Company, 
1940.     235  pages.     $1.50. 

This  book,  written  by  a  professor  of  English  Bible  at 
Moody  Bible  Institute,  is  a  polemic  for  the  supernatural 
elements  in  the  life  of  Christ.  For  all  who  hold  the 
conservative  point  of  view  in  Biblical  interpretation,  it 
will  prove  a  mine  of  reasoned  argument  and  will 
strengthen  their  faith  in  the  verities  of  the  common 
faith  about  Jesus  Christ. 

Chapter  one  sets  out  to  show  how  widespread  are  the 
doubt  and  disbelief  of  the  supernatural  elements  in  the 
life  of  Christ.  The  second  chapter,  on  the  Historical 
Trustworthiness  of  the  Gospel  Records,  is  the  best  in  the 
book;  clearly  reasoned  and  well  documented,  it  is  the 
best  piece  of  writing  in  the  volume.  Chapters  three  to 
five  take  up  in  turn  the  virgin  birth  of  Christ,  the  super- 
naturalness  of  the  miracles  performed  by  Jesus,  the 
unique  transfiguration  of  Christ,  and  the  resurrection  of 
Christ.  In  each  chapter,  Dr.  Smith  quotes  extensively 
from  many  authors  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  usual- 
ly giving  enough  of  the  context  so  that  one  gets  the  full 
trend  of  thought  of  the  author  he  quotes. 

Some  of  Dr.  Smith's  methods  and  conclusions  may  be 
open  to  serious  question.  "He  doth,  methinks,  protest 
too  much."  He  weakens  his  case  often  by  propagandist 
devices  in  praising  the  authors  who  prove  his  case,  and 
by  deriding  the  authors  and  thinkers  who  do  not  agree 
with  him.  It  is  open  to  question,  too,  whether  one 
should  insist  that  those  who  disagree  with  his  conclu- 


sions should  be  considered  insincere  and  dishonest.  But 
on  the  whole,  the  book  will  be  stimulating  reading. 
Chapters  II  and  VI  are  worth  the  price  of  the  book. — 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  York,  Pa. 

Faith  Is  the  Answer.  Smiley  Blanton,  M.  D.,  and  Nor- 
man Vincent  Peale,  D.  D.  Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1940. 
223  pages.     $2.00. 

"Simple  faith  in  God  opens  our  lives  in  an  amazing 
manner  to  the  forces  of  healing  and  strength  and 
growth.  All  serious  students  of  mankind  know  that 
man's  essential  quality  is  not  physical  or  material,  but 
spiritual.  A  man  can  live  a  purely  physical  and  ma- 
terial life  for  awhile,  but  he  will  be  beaten  eventually 
because  he  has  cut  himself  off  from  the  source  of  life- 
giving  vitality.  .  .  .  Life  is  unhappy  and  sinful  because 
it  is  cut  off  from  the  flow  of  life-giving  force.  Simple 
faith  and  surrender  to  God  correct  this  condition.  It  is 
remarkable  what  a  sincere  attempt  to  harmonize  our 
lives  with  God's  power  will  do  physically,  mentally  and 
spiritually." 

The  above  paragraph  reveals  something  of  the  heart 
of  a  book  written  by  a  psychiatrist  and  a  minister  who 
have  been  co-operating  in  a  church  clinic  where  "nor- 
mal individuals  with  everyday  problems  are  helped  to 
fresh  joy  in  living." 

Chapter  headings  are:  The  Power  of  Faith;  The  Hid- 
den Energies  of  the  Mind;  Fear,  Worry  and  Anxiety; 
Conscience  and  the  Sense  of  Guilt;  Self-Criticism,  Fail- 
ure and  Success;  Grief  and  Sorrow;  The  Company  of  the 
Lonely;  Love  and  Marriage;  and  The  Faith  That  Heals. 

In  the  first  half  of  each  chapter  Dr.  Blanton  discusses 
these  problems  from  the  psychiatrist's  point  of  view, 
but  in  simple  and  nontechnical  language,  while  in  the 
last  half  of  the  chapter  Dr.  Peale  describes  how  faith 
has  helped  to  solve  the  same  problems. 

There  are  many  illustrations  from  both  authors'  wide 
experience  in  dealing  with  people.  The  book  is  prac- 
tical, helpful,  and  stimulating. — Omer  B.  Maphis. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  ior  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  4 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Church  Enlarging  Its  Fel- 
lowship.—Acts  8:1-8,  14-17,  25.  Golden  Text,  "They 
therefore  that  were  scattered  abroad  went  about  preach- 
ing the  word"  (Acts  8:4). 

Christian  Workers,  Chapters  from  "The  Home  Beauti- 
ful"— Chalmers. 

B.Y.P.D.,  How  Shall  I  Make  a  Living? 

Intermediates,  God  in  Nature. 
•        •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Flora  church,  Ind. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Lima  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Covina  church,  Calif. 

Two  baptized  in  the  New  Hope  church,  Tenn. 

One  baptized  in  the  Fruita  church,  Colo.,  Bro.  Marion 
Stern,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  A.  P. 
Wenger,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Omaha  church,  Nebr.,  Bro.  Mil- 
ton Early,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  McPherson  church,  Kans.,  Bro. 
B.  N.  King,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bakersfield  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  C. 
Earl  Fisher,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Guthrie  church,  Okla.,  Bro.  Al- 
bert Williams,  elder. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Lancaster  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  T. 
F.  Henry,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Worthington  church,  Minn.,  Bro. 
Joshua  Schechter,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Myerstown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  S. 
Clyde  Weaver,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Independence  church,  Kans., 
Bro.  Leonard  Birkin,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Blue  River  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
L.  U.  Kreider,  pastor-evangelist. 

Eight  baptized,  two  reconsecrated  and  three  received 
by  letter  in  the  Sand  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 

Five  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt. 
Morris  church,  111.,  Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  First 
church,  Wichita,  Kans.,  Bro.  James  H.  Elrod,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Battle 
Creek  church,  Mich.,  Bro.  David  Schechter,  evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the 
Hagerstown  church,  Md.,  Bro.  Paul  M.  Robinson,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Somerset  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  pastor- 
evangelist. 


Four  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Meyersdale  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  pastor. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  three  received  on  former  bap- 
tism in  the  Lincoln  church,  Nebr.,  Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jar- 
boe,  pastor-evangelist. 

•  •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray   for   the   success   of   these   meetings? 

Bro.  C.  M.  Key  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  May  5-18,  in  the 
Schoolfield  church,  Va. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Vienna,  Va.,  May  12-25,  in  the 
Stone  Bridge  church,  Md. 

Bro.  W.  N.  Zobler  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  May  5-18,  in 
the  Springfield  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Jonathan  King  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  May  12,  in 
the  West  Conestoga  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  April 
30,  in  the  Albany  church,  Oregon. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  May 
11,  in  the  English  River  church,  Iowa. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  May  12-25,  in  the 
Pine  Glen  house,  Spring  Run  congregation,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

First  Virginia  names  Elders  Ralph  E.  White  and  C.  M. 
Key  for  membership  on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Com- 
mittee, with  Elders  M.  G.  Wilson  and  C.  E.  Eller  as 
alternates. 

Northern  Virginia  has  chosen  Elders  P.  I.  Garber  and 
Homer  J.  Miller  as  Standing  Committee  delegates  to  the 
La  Verne  Conference,  with  Elders  O.  F.  Bowman  and 
Ernest  Muntzing  as  alternates. 

Southeastern  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey  and  Eastern 
New  York  has  selected  as  Standing  Committee  delegate 
to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  Elder  Clayton  H.  Gehman, 
with  Eld.  J.  Grannum  Mahan  as  alternate. 

The  Doctors  Cottrell,  A.  Raymond  and  Laura  of  Bul- 
sar,  India,  honored  the  Messenger  offices  with  their 
presence  on  Monday  of  last  week,  which  was  none  the 
less  appreciated  because  what  really  brought  them  here 
was  the  Mission  Board  meeting. 

Pastor  Carl  Smucker  of  the  Rockford,  111.,  church 
would  be  glad  for  the  names  of  any  of  our  young  men 
arriving  at  Camp  Grant.  He  will  appreciate  also  the 
names  and  addresses  of  any  Brethren  persons  or  fam- 
ilies moving  to  Rockford  for  work.  If  your  yearbook  is 
not  handy  his  address  is  2709  W.  State  St.,  Rockford,  111. 

Two  courageous  men.  Missionaries  E.  M.  Wampler  and 
O.  C.  Sollenberger,  told  the  Mission  Board  last  week  the 
story  of  the  evacuation  of  their  China  stations  and 
the  slaying  of  the  native  Christians.  The  most  interest- 
ing part  of  it  was  that  they  want  to  go  back.  Their 
hearts  are  with  their  Chinese  brethren.  They  think 
they  can  get  in  by  the  back  door  before  long,  if  not 
right  now. 
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Three  Illinois  men  who  extended  their  greetings  to 
Publishing  House  friends  on  the  same  day  were  Pastors 
Foster  B.  Statler,  John  B.  Wieand  and  Galen  T.  Lehman, 
of  Mount  Morris,  Decatur  and  Springfield,  respectively 
and  respectfully. 

Northern  California  will  be  represented  on  the  La 
Verne  Standing  Committee  by  Eld.  Andrew  Blicken- 
staff,  alternate  for  Eld.  Paul  B.  Studebaker,  who  has 
been  asked  to  serve  the  Conference  as  Program  Di- 
rector. 

Two  board  members,  for  their  own  better  protection 
and  encouragement,  brought  their  good  wives  along, 
Sisters  H.  L.  Hartsough  and  W.  H.  Yoder,  contributing 
thereby  to  the  greater  satisfaction  of  their  friends  at 
the  Publishing  House. 

Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp,  recently  returned  from  Africa, 
will  speak  tomorrow  evening,  May  11,  in  the  First 
church  of  Philadelphia.  Bro.  Roland  L.  Howe  will 
speak  in  the  morning.  The  occasion  is  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  church  at  Dauphin  and  Carlisle  Streets, 
but  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  of  the  work  in 
Philadelphia. 

When  Bro.  Edgar  Rothrock  called  at  the  Messenger 
offices  the  other  day — he  was  in  attendance  at  the  Min- 
isterial Board  meeting — he  left  with  us  a  special  issue 
of  the  La  Verne  College  bulletin,  commemorating  the 
Golden  Anniversary  (1891-1941)  of  the  college.  It  con- 
tains a  concise  historical  sketch  and  is  very  attractively 
printed  and  beautifully  illustrated. 

Bro.  E.  E.  John  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  now  in  his 
middle  eighties,  has  served  the  church  long  and  faith- 
fully in  various  capacities,  notably  in  child  rescue 
work.  Until  last  week  we  had  not  known  of  his  interest 
in  manual  arts,  particularly  woodcraft  of  the  finer  sort. 
In  appreciation  of  the  slight  remembrance  he  receives 
from  the  ministers'  service  fund,  he  has  presented  the 
General  Ministerial  Board  with  a  violin,  product  of  his 
own  skilled  hands.  Its  money  value  will  add  needed 
dollars  to  the  fund,  unless  the  board  finds  a  greater 
need  in  the  relaxation  it  can  give  its  members  wearied 
by  long  and  arduous  deliberations. 


The  Moderator  Makes  Up  His  Mind 

BY   C.    ERNEST    DAVIS 
Moderator    of    La    Verne    Annual    Conference 

I  have  decided  that  this  year  my  giving  to  the  Con- 
ference Budget  shall  exceed  by  Annual  Meeting  time 
my  total  giving  to  that  purpose  during  all  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  Why?  Because  I  am  giving  a  good  bit  to 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee's  program  and  I  am 
determined  that  my  giving  for  the  main  work  of  the 
church  shall  not  suffer  because  of  my  gifts  for  emergency 
purposes.  Missions,  Christian  religious  education,  the 
ministry,  and  our  colleges  and  the  seminary  represent 
the  regular  and  long-time  program  of  the  church,  the 
program  that  must  go  on  and  that  needs  to  be  augmented 
rather  than  decreased  in  these  days  of  crisis.  Therefore, 
I  have  decided  that  early  in  the  year  the  treasurer  shall 
have  from  me  more  than  I  gave  during  all  of  last  year. 
If  all  will  do  this,  the  boards  will  know  they  can  go  for- 
ward. Such  a  Conference  Offering  will  put  every  board 
and  agency  of  the  church  on  its  toes  for  a  great  year's 
work  to  match  a  time  of  tremendous  spiritual  need. 
Let's  make  the  1941  Conference  Offering  the  best  in 
years.    The  times  demand  it. 


Two  General  Boards,  Mission  and  Ministerial,  met  in 
regular  sessions  last  week  with  all  members  present. 
Do  you  know  who  they  are?  Messenger  readers  should. 
If  necessary  refer  to  issue  of  April  26,  page  31. 

•  •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Live  Oak  church  of  Northern  California  will  cel- 
ebrate its  thirtieth  anniversary  with  an  all-day  home- 
coming program  June  15. 

This  evening  and  tomorrow.  May  3  and  4,  the  young 
people  of  First  Virginia  are  having  a  conference  at  the 
Bethany  church  at  Charmco,  W.  Va.  The  program  looks 
interesting. 

Thursday,  May  15,  7:30  P.M.,  the  Pleasant  Valley  and 
Middlebury  churches  of  Northern  Indiana  will  hold  a 
joint  communion  service  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  church. 
"Everyone  welcome." 

The  Springfield  church  of  Southeastern  Pennsylvania 
will  have  an  all-day  seventy-fifth  anniversary  program 
June  15.  "Guest  speakers  and  special  music  have  been 
arranged  for.    Come  and  bring  your  friends." 

A  good  brother  would  like  several  copies  of  J.  Wilbur 
Chapman's  book,  When  Home  Is  Heaven,  now  out  of 
print.  Anyone  having  a  copy  will  please  write  us,  tell- 
ing price  wanted  for  as  well  as  condition  of  the  book. 

S190.02,  not  $19.02,  was  the  achievement  offering  figure 
that  should  have  appeared  in  the  church  news  note  from 
the  Akron  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  issue  of 
April  5,  page  30.  The  linotype  room  is  sorry  for  the 
error. 

The  Andrews  church  of  Middle  Indiana  has  an  all-day 
home-coming  and  rededication  service,  with  basket  din- 
ner at  noon,  tomorrow,  May  4.  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney, 
Director  of  Camp  Lagro,  will  be  the  speaker  both  morn- 
ing and  afternoon.  Pastor  H.  B.  Dickey  extends  an 
"invitation  to  anyone  who  can  be  with  us,  especially 
those  who  have  formerly  worshipped  with  the  Andrews 
church." 

Camp  Mack,  June  1,  Mass  Choir.  Those  who  can  help 
sing  in  the  mass  choir  on  the  evening  of  June  1  at  Camp 
Mack  will  please  prepare  on  Numbers  22,  29,  52,  75,  91, 
192,  361,  365,  363,  364  in  the  Brethren  Hymnal.  The 
theme  for  the  evening  of  music  is  Building  Goodwill, 
and  the  theme  tune  is  Finlandia  by  Sibelius.  All  singers 
in  the  churches  are  invited  to  participate.  A.  F.  Bright- 
bill  will  direct  the  choir. — L.  W.  Shultz. 

Church  treasurers  can  save  themselves  time  and  re- 
duce work  in  the  treasurer's  office  at  Elgin  by  sending 
money  for  different  purposes  all  in  one  covering  check, 
but  of  course  with  a  notation  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  divided. 
For  example,  if  your  mission  offering  was  $50,  and  you 
have  $25  for  relief  and  $25  for  Civilian  Public  Service  to 
send,  do  not  write  three  separate  checks,  but  one  check 
for  the  total  with  a  note  as  to  how  the  money  is  to  be 

used. 

•  •       • 

Conference  Business 
Northern  Virginia 

We,  the  Harrisonburg  church,  assembled  in  regular 
quarterly  council  on  March  5,  1941,  petition  the  Annual 
Conference  of  1941,  through  the  District  Conference  of 
the  Northern  District  of  Virginia,  to:  (1)  authorize  the 
Standing  Committee  to  meet  at  any  time  in  case  of 
an  emergency;  and  (2)  to  accept  its  action  as  author- 
itative. 

Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


Our  First 
Church  Wedding 

BY    LILLIAN    A.    HUFFORD 

"A  fine  way  to  start  a  Christian  home  is  to  be  mar- 
ried in  the  church,"  said  a  worker  in  the  women's 
work  group  of  the  Rossville  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
This  was  agreed  to  by  several  others  of  the  group.  And 
it  all  happened  one  day  when  the  women  of  the  church 
were  busy  sticking  their  thumbs  and  fingers  with  tiny 
sharp  needles  to  earn  money  for  a  particular  missionary 
project.  The  work  was  tedious,  but  they  did  not  mind 
that  as  it  brought  them  together  to  talk  over  many 
things  of  interest  to  a  growing  church — topics  of  interest 
to  young  as  well  as  old. 

This  question  about  church  weddings  was  discussed 
pro  and  con.  The  cons  were  the  younger  members  of 
the  group.  They,  in  turn,  said  that  a  church  wedding  for 
them,  well — depended  on  whether  the  parties  concerned 
minded  being  gazed  at,  or  being  conspicuous.  They 
would  not  want  to  be  the  laughingstock  or  joke  of  a  wo- 
men's work  group. 

But  the  older  women  insisted  they  were  serious,  that 
they  would  not  consider  it  a  joke  to  prepare  for  a  church 
wedding.  Several  expressed  themselves  as  having  de- 
sired that  their  own  sons  and  daughters  be  married  in 
the  church,  but  their  children  had  thought  otherwise. 

"The  most  sacred  institution,  invoking  God's  blessing, 
should  be  witnessed  by  God's  people,"  remarked  one 
saintly  sister  in  the  group. 

Now  all  this  took  place  several  years  ago,  but  one 
young  girl  remembered  the  discussion  and  recently  shy- 
ly reminded  a  few  of  this  same  women's  work  group  of 


their  wish  to  arrange  their  church  for  a  wedding.  She 
said  that  if  they  would  take  the  responsibility  of  this 
work,  she  would  pay  them  well  for  their  labors.  Her 
only  request  was  that  she  wanted  plenty  of  garden  flow- 
ers and  goldenrod  with  ferns. 

Of  course,  the  women  were  delighted,  and  why  not? 
This  was  to  be  the  first  wedding  ever  held  in  this 
church,  and  the  church  was  built  in  1905! 

The  women  set  about  plans  that  had  often  been  con- 
sidered in  view  of  the  fact  that  such  an  occasion  might 
materialize. 

Thus  it  happened  that  the  church  took  on  a  festive  air 
as  loads  of  pink  and  blue  asters  in  great  clusters  were 
brought  to  the  church.  The  frost  blackened  some  of 
the  goldenrod  along  the  roadside  but  the  women  soon 
discovered  that  there  are  even  different  varieties  of  that 


The  Mother 

selected  by  mrs.  j.  hugh  heckman, 
Mcpherson,  kansas 

The   wedding  march  peals   forth — I   turn   to  see 

The  bride  come  softly  down  the  ribboned  aisle 
Arrayed  in  shimmering  white,  upon  her  father's  arm, 

And  on  her  face  a  faint  and  tremulous  smile. 
My  baby  once,  who  walks  so  regally  and  slow. 
I  hear  her  first  glad  footsteps  in  the  long  ago. 

Beneath   her   lacy   cap   brown   ringlets   circle   down — 

So   silken  were   her  first   thin  wisps   of  hair. 
So  dimpled  was  that  little  form  that  now  attains 

Full  stature  of  sweet  womanhood  naively  fair. 
Gold  flames  reach  up  from  tapers  tall  and  white.. 
Once  candles  on  a  little  cake  meant  sheer  delight. 

The  altar  is  abloom  with  pale  and  fragrant  flowers — 
Her  chubby  hands  would  bring  a  little  bright  bouquet 

When  April  spread  its  loveliness  upon  the  fields. 
She  stands  now  by  his  side,  and  his  adoring  way 

Stirs  gladness   in  my  heart  while  firm  vows  make  them  one — 

May  happiness  attend  my  daughter  and  my  son! 

—Nell  Griffith  Wilson. 


THIS  IS  THE  CHURCH 
AS  IT  LOOKED  ON 
THAT  FIRST  WED- 
DING DAY 
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age-old  standby,  and  by  driving  around  they  found  the 
most  beautiful  golden  clusters  imaginable. 

The  church  seats  were  moved  in  toward  the  center 
aisle  to  make  a  place  for  tall  urns  of  pink  dahlias  and 
blue  lilies  interspersed  with  golden  rod.  Ferns  and 
pink  apple  blossom  begonias  were  banked  around  the 
altar.  Lacy  corsages  of  pink  and  blue  and  golden  flow- 
ers decorated  the  seats.  The  women  worked  three  days, 
gathering  flowers  and  arranging  them  to  stay  as  fresh 
and  beautiful  as  the  bride-elect. 

And  yet,  why  not?  She  was  one  of  their  workers,  a 
member  of  the  mother  and  daughter  committee  and  a 
very  dutiful  daughter  in  a  farmer's  home. 

The  ceremony  was  beautiful  and  sacred.  The  pastor 
appreciated  the  interest  of  the  church  people  in  this 
first  wedding  of  the  church,  for  the  church,  and  by  the 
church — for  it  was  witnessed  by  many  Christian  church- 
going  people  of  several  denominations. 

Rossville,  Ind. 


Signboard  Sermons 

BY  FOREST  S.  EISENBISE 
4.    "Hospital — Quiet" 

It  is  not  on  one  of  the  large  signboards,  but  every 
now  and  again  seen  on  a  neat  metal  sign  throughout 
the  communities  of  the  land.  And,  for  the  most  part, 
it  claims  some  recognition  from  those  who  pass  by. 

Why?  Well,  there  seems  to  be  a  well-defined  feeling 
of  consideration  for  those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  in  need  of  hospitalization.  So,  we,  the  public,  are 
willing  to  exercise  unusual  care  that  we  may  not  add 
to  the  suffering  of  those  whose  lot  is  already  one  of 
privation  and  pain.  Indeed,  we  will  go  further,  and 
in  every  possible  way  make  a  positive  contribution  to 
the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  such  patients  as  may 
be  known   to  us,   or  with  whom  we   come   in   contact. 

This  is  all  very  well.  In  fact  it  seems  to  fulfil  the 
spirit  of  Rom.  15:1,  2.  Yet,  how  pitifully  inadequate 
this  attitude  is  in  the  face  of  the  world's  suffering  may 
be  revealed  in  a  few  moments  of  sincere  meditation. 
There  is  a  real  sermon  here,  one  which  is  greatly  needed 
among  men  everywhere.  The  world  is  full  of  consid- 
eration for  others,  but  how  woefully  ill-timed  most  of 
it  is,  how  seriously  misplaced! 

For,  note  that  we  sympathize  with  the  victim  of  ac- 
cident, but  drive  with  the  attitude  toward  others  which 
makes  accidents  and  victims  possible.  We  pity  the  in- 
ebriate but  condone  the  traffic  which  produced  him. 
We  sell  munitions  abroad  that  life  may  be  maimed  and 


Keeping  the  Boys  in  Sunday  School 

Charles  E.  Resser  of  Washington,  D.  C,  writes  the 
following:  "Recently  Malcom  D.  Lamborne,  the  effi- 
cient superintendent  of  the  Lewis  Memorial  Methodist 
church  in  Washington,  hit  upon  a  method  for  keeping 
certain  boys  in  Sunday  school.  He  had  several  at  the 
age  when  their  voices  were  changing,  which  made  it 
difficult  for  them  to  join  successfully  in  the  singing  of 
their  departmental  group.  As  a  result  they  lost  inter- 
est and  began  dropping  out.  At  his  suggestion  the  girls 
sang  the  hymns  while  the  boys  whistled.  Before  long  all 
the  boys  were  back  in  Sunday  school  and  had  brought 
others  with  them." 


destroyed,  then  organize  great  drives  for  funds  with 
which  to  relieve   the  suffering   caused. 

How  confused  everything  seems  to  be.  Invasion  and 
relief,  either  side  by  side,  or  one  after  the  other  abroad, 
and  unequal  distribution  and  relief  stalking  hand  in 
hand  up  and  down  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  own 
country.  Sympathy  for  the  unfortunate  and  relief  for 
the  hungry  and  suffering;  but,  as  yet,  no  concerted 
willingness  to  deal  with  the  situation  in  a  way  which 
might  banish  the  major  portion  of  man's  misery. 

We  must  begin  sooner.  We  must  cultivate  consid- 
eration for  others  where  they  are  and  as  they  are  now. 
We  must  be  willing  to  share  wherever  possible  that 
men  may  not  become  the  broken  victims  of  either  a 
militaristic  machine  or  an  industrial  or  economic  jug- 
gernaut. "Hospital — Quiet"  should  remind  us  of  duties 
and  responsibilities,  yes,  opportunities  and  privileges 
for  the  practice  and  demonstration  of  brotherly  consid- 
eration for  all  men  everywhere — not  the  sick  and  suffer- 
ing only,  but  those  of  every  class  and  condition — that 
inequality  and  injustice,  oppression  and  intolerance 
may  ultimately  be  banished  from  society,  and  peace 
and  prosperity  may  be  shared  by  all. 

Shanghai,  China. 


No  Sad  Farewell 

BY   J.   W.   LEAR 
(See    Correspondence,    Page    25) 

The  going  home,  for  me,  sustains  no  fright; 
I'm  passing  to  the  land  of  "pure  delight." 
To  leave  you  would  be  bitter  otherwise, 
But  now  the  going  to  my  home  beyond  the  skies 
Unfolds  celestial  grandeur  to  my  weary  eyes. 
And  so,  I  say,  "Good  night!" 

I  say  to  those  I  love  and  leave  awhile  behind, 
Don't  wish  me  back,  for  that  would  be  unkind. 
I  love  you  none  the  less  for  having  gone; 
My  keen  delight  will  be  to  have  you  come 
And  join  me,  in  this  bright  and  heavenly  home. 
So  now,  I  say,  "Good  night!" 

I've  met  my  Lord,  who,  on  the  cruel  tree, 
Laid  down  his  life,  and  now,  in  him,  I'm  free. 
You'll  see  him  too,  when  day  for  you  is  done, 
If  faithfully  the  race  of  life  you  run; 
And  that  glad  day  may  come  to  you  quite  soon. 
Till  then,  I  say,  "Good  night!" 

The  road  will  smoother  be  for  every  one  of  you, 
If  you  find  great  delight  his  will  and  work  to  do. 
I  hope  you'll  praise  him  every  passing  day; 
That  you  will  live  for  others  all  along  life's  way, 
And  so  your  night  will  meet  the  glorious  morning 
ray. 
And,  then,  you'll  say,  "Good  night!" 

When  you  arrive  at  this  fair  clime  and  shore, 
You'll  meet  a  host  of  friends  you've  known  before. 
And  though  you  suffered  many  losses  down  below, 
Up  here  you'll  have  such  increase  over  what  you 

sow, 
That  praise  will  fill  your  days,  and  so  for  you,  I 
know 
Good  night  will  be  good  morn! 

Glendora,  Calif. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


On  First  Coming  to  Khergam  .  . 


Khergam    School   Garden 


BY  ELDER  AND  MRS.  N.  V.  SOLANKI 


It  was  on  Jan.  20,  1927,  that  we  came  to  Khergam  with 
our  family,  as  per  the  plan  of  the  mission.  The  work  as- 
signed to  us  was  in  part  to  open  up  a  boarding  school 
for  the  girls  of  the  backward  classes,  to  build  up  a  self- 
supporting  and  self-propagating  church  and  community, 
and  to  push  the  district  evangelistic  work  in  as  many 
villages  as  we  could  reach. 

The  mission  had  about  ten  acres  of  land  on  the 
border  of  Dharampur  State.  A  small  bamboo  house  was 
built  (not  finished  when  we  came)  which  was  to  house 
our  family  of  twelve  and  the  twenty  girls  who  were  to 
be  admitted  to  the  boarding  school  the  first  year.  As 
we  were  arranging  our  household  goods  our  smaller 
children  were  viewing  the  situation.  They  saw  a  plot  of 
bare  land,  not  yet  fenced.  There  were  no  trees  and  no 
well.  All  that  was  growing  was  stubby  grass  which  even 
the  goats  did  not  seem  to  relish.  Suddenly  they  began 
to  cry.  That  moved  our  hearts  and  we  also  wept,  but 
at  the  same  instant  we  knelt  to  pray.  God  heard  and 
gave  us  wonderful  strength  and  comfort.  We  arose,  de- 
termined to  go  forward  in  Jesus'  name  and  in  his 
strength — at  any  cost. 

"What  God  hath  wrought"— 

Since  that  humble  beginning  200  girls  have  studied  in 
the  school,  of  whom  ninety-nine  have  accepted  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  Quite  a  few  have  married  Christian  boys 
trained  in  the  boarding  school  and  they  are  now  build- 
ing Christian  homes. 

From  the  Boys'  Boarding  School,  in  which  1,500  boys 
have  been  registered,  have  gone  out  teachers,  carpen- 
ters, tailors,  forest  workers,  postmen,  fitters,  black- 
smiths, engineers  and  farmers.  Of  this  number  298  have 
been  baptized. 

A  Christian  co-operative  credit  society  has  been  a 
great  help  in  building  up  the  church  and  the  Christian 
community.  Our  chief  and  only  aim  in  organizing  this 
society  has  been  to  help  our  Christian  families  buy  plots 


of  land  and  build  their  houses,  to  dig  wells,  to  buy 
oxen  and  carts,  and  to  improve  their  farms.  In  the  be- 
ginning in  order  to  make  this  society  possible  we  took 
a  small  loan  from  the  Land  Investment  Fund  of  the 
mission. 

The  boarding  and  village  schools,  with  their  daily 
Bible  teaching,  organized  Sunday  schools  and  small 
libraries  of  Christian  literature,  exert  a  Christian  in- 
fluence on  the  children  and  their  parents  who  congregate 
regularly  at  the  school  for  Bible  reading,  singing  and 
prayer.  There  are  at  present  nineteen  village  schools 
with  an  enrollment  of  about  1,000. 

The  Khergam  church,  organized  in  1928,  in  a  little 
bamboo  church  house  with  sixty  members  present,  has 
grown  to  a  congregation  with  a  membership  of  458. 
Brother  and  Sister  Otho  Winger  were  present  at  that 
meeting,  and  we  remember  Bro.  Winger's  words:  "When 
you  effect  such  an  organization — the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ — you  have  the  highest  and  the  best." 


Recent  Red-letter  Days  at  Palghar 

BY  C.  G.  AND  SUSAN  SHULL 
On  a  February  day  our  church  group  went  to  the  river 
where  one  teacher  and  five  schoolboys  received  baptism. 
These  were  the  first  for  several  years  to  be  added  to  our 
numbers  in  the  Palghar  church,  and  it  is  needless  to  say 
that  our  hearts  rejoiced.  The  teacher  was  Bhiva  Mahun- 
dakar,  a  representative  of  the  main  caste  group  of  people 
among  whom  we  are  working  and  a  boy  whose  contacts 
with  us  were  a  number  of  years  ago  when  he  entered 
the  Pinjal  school.  Here  he  learned  for  several  years  and 
when  the  school  closed  he  came  to  Palghar.  Later  he 
studied  at  Ahwa  and  Anklesvar,  passing  his  vernacular- 
final  examination  at  Anklesvar.  His  stand  for  Christ 
was  taken  after  careful  deliberation  and  we  are  glad  to 
say  that  his  relatives  have  not  disowned  him  because  of 
this.     Next   year   Bhiva   wishes   to   take   the   two-year 
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teacher-training  course,  and  we  hope  he  may  also  re- 
ceive Bible  training.  We  trust  that  he  will  lead  many 
to  Christ  in  our  area. 

A  few  days  later  the  wedding  of  a  village  schoolteach- 
er, Sumant  Salve,  to  Pritabai  Vidharte,  whose  father  is  a 
worker  in  the  Salvation  Army  mission,  was  an  occasion 
of  much  joy  for  those  who  were  present.  It  was  held  at 
5  P.  M.  in  the  church  room,  which  was  gaily  decorated 
with  various  colored  paper  chains  and  festoons.  Follow- 
ing the  ceremony  a  wedding  supper  was  served  to  all 
guests  on  the  school  veranda,  after  which  there  was  a 
gayan  sabha  (singing  meeting)  till  nearly  midnight.  Here 
was  founded  a  Christian  home  to  bear  its  light  in  the 
little  village  of  Gundale  where  it  is  hoped  that  the  work 
among  the  men,  women  and  children  will  bring  them  to 
accept  Christ  and  thus  make  possible  other  happy 
Christian  homes. 

The  church  held  a  farewell  service  for  Lorita  just  be- 
fore she  left  for  Bombay  to  sail  for  America,  The  little 
brass  vase  engraved  in  Marathi  "Lalitabai,  from  the 
Palghar  Church"  was  a  token  of  their  loving  esteem 
for  one  who  had  entered  into  their  lives  so  fully.  In- 
deed, she  has  been  missed,  especially  by  the  little  chil- 
dren to  whom  she  gave  unselfishly  of  her  time  in  di- 
recting their  play  and  in  letting  them  help  do  things 
in  and  around  the  bungalow. 

Some  time  ago  the  village  workers  at  Dahanu  united 
with  those  at  Palghar  for  a  month  and  a  half  of  refresher 
course  work  through  a  study  of  the  Bible  and  methods  of 
teaching.  Miss  Swartz  gave  a  course  on  Acts  and  Evan- 
gelism to  the  men,  and  one  to  the  women  on  Christian 
Home  Education.  Bro.  Shull  led  studies  in  Christian 
Doctrine,  in  Methods  in  Religious  Education  with  special 
reference  to  the  technique  of  story  telling,  and  in 
Christian  Stewardship.  The  last  named  class  met  at 
night  so  that  all  men  who  wished  could  attend  it.  Com- 
petent Indian  teachers  gave  special  help  in  music  and 
in  the  methods  of  effective  day-school  teaching. 

These  meetings  reached  their  climax  in  a  testimonial 
meeting  on  the  last  night.  One  of  our  former  school 
graduates  who  had  been  in  the  classes,  but  who  had  not 
yet  become  a  Christian,  made  an  open  confession  and 
declaration  of  faith.  His  baptism  will  follow  soon.  One 
of  our  men  who  had  gone  to  Vada  for  week-end  services, 
and  who  was  detained  longer  because  of  heavy  rains,  re- 
turned with  thrilling  reports  of  open  hearts  in  two 
villages  where  we  had  formerly  worked.  He  brought 
requests  from  five  boys  who  would  like  to  enter  our 
boarding  school.  We  closed  our  meeting  with  faith  in 
Christ,  in  men,  and  in  the  outlook  for  the  future. 


The  Lord  as  a  Partner 

A  good  woman  whose  husband's  affliction  does  not 
permit  him  to  earn  the  family  living  sends  $25  for  mis- 
sion work.  Nineteen  dollars  of  this  money  is  from  a 
gift  which  she  received  to  buy  a  much  needed  article  of 
furniture.  She  says,  "But  I  would  rather  send  it  to  our 
missionaries.  As  my  husband  cannot  work  on  our  little 
farm,  I  am  with  the  Lord  Jesus  as  a  partner  going  into 
the  chicken  business  in  order  to  get  some  money  for 
mission  work.  I  believe  the  good  Lord  will  make  our 
work  prosper  as  every  good  gift  cometh  down  from  the 
Father  of  lights.  If  each  and  every  one  of  us  shines  just 
where  we  are,  Christ's  kingdom  will  soon  be  won." 


Witnessing  Among  Neighbors 

BY  RAMJIBHAI  KESURBHAI 

About  twelve  years  ago  an  incident  occurred  in  my 
father's  house  that  had  a  quickening  effect  on  all  pres- 
ent at  the  time.  My  younger  brother  became  very  ill. 
All  hope  of  saving  his  life  had  gone.  He  was  uncon- 
scious for  three  days  and  took  no  nourishment  at  all. 
By  the  urgent  and  persistent  requests  of  our  neighbors, 
my  father  yielded  to  their  advice  and  called  the  priest 
of  the  idol  temple.  He  came  and  began  to  use  his  meth- 
ods of  incantations  and  to  powwow.  About  this  time 
I  also  arrived  on  the  scene,  and  saw  the  serious  situa- 
tion. I  went  to  a  quiet,  secluded  spot  to  pour  out  my 
heart  in  earnest  prayer  to  the  true  God  I  worshiped, 
and  in  behalf  of  my  sick  brother  and  others  standing 
by,  who  were  spiritually  ill.  I  did  so  three  or  four 
times  till  I  had  God's  assurance  of  what  he  would  do 
in  this  case. 

As  I  joined  the  family  again  I  heard  the  priest  saying 
in  grave  tones  of  voice,  "Till  midnight  this  boy  is  yours; 
after  that  he  is  not."  This  was  so  distressing  and  pain- 
ful that  all  began  to  weep  and  cry  out  as  only  those 
who  know  not  the  true  God  can  do.  At  this  moment 
God  gave  me  the  courage  to  step  forward  and  pray  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  before  them  all,  "Oh,  Jesus,  Lord 
Jesus!  Thou  canst  save  my  little  brother,  and  wilt! 
Such  is  my  faith."  God  had  given  me  this  assurance 
so  I  made  it  known  and  said,  "Tonight  at  midnight  my 
little  brother  will  sit  up."  On  hearing  this  testimony 
the  temple  priest  felt  very  uneasy  and  got  so  angry 
that  he  left  at  once. 

Praise  God!  at  midnight  my  little  brother  sat  up  and 
asked  for  food.  He  ate  and  was  refreshed.  Soon  after 
he  began  to  talk.  One  thing  he  said  was,  "Many  jackals 
came  to  take  me  but  One  dressed  in  white  garments 
came  on  the  scene  and  drove  them  all  away.  How  they 
did  run!" 

To  this  group  I  said,  "It  was  Jesus,  my  guru,  [spir- 
itual teacher],  who  heard  my  prayer  of  faith  and  has 
saved  my  little  brother."  This  gave  me  a  golden  oppor- 
tunity to  witness  to  this  group  for  my  Master.  I  taught 
them  many  things  about  the  Jesus  Way  of  Life.  They 
listened  very  earnestly  and  understood  more  fully.  I 
thank  God  for  his  great  help  at  this  time! 


Peace  News 

COMPILED   BY   MERLIN   C.    SHULL 

Two  hundred  people,  mostly  young  men  and  women 
from  New  York  City,  met  in  a  United  Pacifist  Confer- 
ence at  the  Labor  Temple  from  March  29  to  31.  Their 
purpose  was  to  learn,  plan  and  worship.  "Their  think- 
ing was  keen  and  their  spirit  excellent,"  says  our  Peace 
Secretary,  Dan  West.  And  he  adds,  "The  faith  of  'Our' 
fathers  lives  on  in  our  church  and  elsewhere,  and  it  is 
growing."  The  following  are  some  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  this  United  Pacifist  Conference  which  may  be 
of  interest  to  Messenger  readers: 

"Whereas  we  fervently  desire  that  the  United  States 
of  America  do  not  become  further  involved  in  the  pres- 
ent war, 

~Be  it  resolved  that  the  United  Pacifist  Conference 
recommend  the  passage  of  Senator  Nye's  proposal  of  a 
National  Advisory  Election  to  be  held  for  the  purpose 
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of  obtaining  an  official  registration  of  American  public 
opinion  on  the  question  of  whether  armed  forces  of  the 
United  States  of  America  shall  be  sent  to  fight  outside 
of  the  western  hemisphere  and  possessions  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  above  recommendation  shall 
not  be  construed  to  imply  a  qualification  of  our  funda- 
mental opposition  to  all  war  at  any  time. 

Be  it  resolved  that  all  pacifist  groups  be  urged  to  sup- 
port the  present  efforts  of  establishing  privately  fi- 
nanced work  camps  for  conscientious  objectors. 

Resolved  that  the  two  Yearly  Meetings  of  Friends 
which  are  to  be  held  in  New  York  in  the  near  future  and 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the  Mennonite  Church 
be  greeted  with  the  following  message  from  the  United 
Pacifist  Conference — 

Dear  Friends:  The  United  Pacifist  Conference,  meet- 
ing in  the  Labor  Temple  ...  in  full  recognition  of  the 
testimony  of  your  society  (or  church)  sends  you  greet- 
ings. We  have  drawn  inspiration  from  your  opposition 
to  war  and  the  causes  of  war,  and  wish  to  state  that  we 
are  fully  appreciative  of  the  work  done  by  your  society 
(or  church)  for  the  conscientious  objectors  in  our  country 
and  for  the  victims  of  war  abroad.  We  look  forward  to 
continued  inspiration  from  your  society  (or  church). 

Resolved  that  the  United  Pacifist  Conference  heartily 
endorse  such  activities  of  pacifist  peace  teams  as  the 
Harlem  Project,  under  which  a  group  of  pacifists  is  pre- 
paring a  playground  in  the  under  privileged  community 
of  Harlem,  and  urge  full  support  and  extension  of  such 
activities,  with  the  aim  of  working  toward  a  permanent 
training  center  in  the  form  of  a  week-end  work  camp 
similar  to  that  developed  by  the  Philadelphia  Friends. 

Resolved  that  we  .  .  .  endorse  fully  House  Joint  Res- 
olution 131,  to  establish  a  Joint  Congressional  Peace 
Commission  to  bring  about  a  cessation  of  hostilities  on 
all  fields  of  battle,  and  appropriating  fifty  million  dol- 
lars for  the  orderly  and  scientific  preparation  of  world- 
wide peace,  reconstruction  and  relief.  We,  therefore, 
urge  immediate  hearings  on  this  resolution  by  the  House 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  We  .  .  .  believe  that  it 
is  not  enough  to  plan  for  peace  after  the  war  is  over, 
but  to  attempt — and  if  necessary  times  without  number 
— to  halt  war  now." 

"I  Was  in  Prison  .  .  .  and  Ye  Came  Unto  Me,"  is  the 
title  of  a  neat  and  challenging  pamphlet,  issued  by  the 
War  Prisoners'  Aid  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of 
which  Dr.  John  R.  Mott  is  chairman.  Three  million  men 
and  boys  and  a  few  women  are  interned  in  prisoner  of 
war  camps.  After  only  one  year  of  war  there  are  now 
in  prison  camps  half  as  many  prisoners  as  were  taken 
during  the  whole  of  the  first  World  War.  In  Germany 
there  are  2,500,000  French,  Belgian,  Polish  and  British 
prisoners;  200,000  African  French  troops  and  200,000 
French  prisoners — now  in  working  battalions — are  in 
occupied  France.  There  are  thousands  of  Germans  in 
the  British  Isles,  Canada,  Australia  and  other  British 
Dominions.  Some  40,000  Polish  and  French  are  in  Swit- 
zerland, where  they  sought  refuge.  Hundreds  are  im- 
prisoned in  Italy,  Palestine,  East  and  South  Africa,  Rou- 
mania,  Hungary,  Sweden  and  Uruguay.  "They  are  not 
criminals,"  said  the  commandant  of  one  camp.  "They 
are  soldiers  out  of  luck.  They  are  no  longer  enemies; 
they  did  their  duty;  we  do  not  hate  them."  These  men 
are  sons,  husbands  and  fathers.  A  tall,  husky  Canadian 
ilyer  sends  personal   greetings   and   his   picture   to   his 


father  and  mother  by  one  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretaries 
visiting  his  camp.  A  German  boy  swallows  hard  when 
he  receives,  in  a  prison  camp  in  Canada,  a  picture  of  his 
old  mother  from  the  hands  of  a  secretary  who  has  seen 
her  in  Berlin.  "Is  she  well?"  is  all  he  can  say  in  a  choked 
voice.  An  old  colonel  who  lost  his  own  son  in  the  war, 
now  in  charge  of  a  prison  camp,  writes  to  a  Danish  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  secretary:  "I  ask  your  co-operation.  A  Polish 
officer  has  received  a  letter  which  I  dare  not  give  him. 
His  wife  and  children  have  been  deported  from  eastern 
Poland  to  a  far  distant  prison  camp.  The  news  would 
break  him.  I  know  him.  Can  you  help  his  family?" 
We  wish  space  would  permit  a  more  lengthy  account  of 
this  Christlike  ministry  to  those  who  are  "in  prison." 
But  we  were  glad  to  see  the  name,  "The  Church  of  the 
Brethren,"  as  one  of  the  few  organizations  assisting  the 
National  Alliance  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  this  noble  ministry. 
John  Barwick  has  been  our  full-time  representative 
among  the  German  prisoners  in  England. 
Elgin,  III. 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  March  contributions  for  the  Con- 
ference Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies  in 
the  budget  totalled  $5,154.03.  The  total  received  for  the 
year  beginning  March  1,  1941  was  $5,154.03,  detail  as 
follows: 

Receipts        Total  receipts 
for  March  since  3-1-41 

World   Wide   Missions    $  940.94               $     940.94 

Women's    Work    Project    809.99  809.99 

Home    Missions     35.00  35.00 

Foreign    Missions     148.62  148.62 

Junior  League   Project    39.16  39.16 

Intermediate    Project     3.00  3.00 

India    Mission     103.25  103.25 

India  Boarding   School    30.00  30.00 

India    Share    Plan    119.63  119.63 

India   Missionary   Supports    206.16  206.16 

China   Mission    85.28  85.23 

China   Share  Plan    90.00  90.00 

China   Missionary    Supports    392.14  392.14 

South    China    Mission    11.52  11.52 

Sweden    Mission     17.50  17.50 

Denmark    Mission    7.50  7.50 

Africa  Missionary   Supports    463.73  463.73 

Africa    Mission    82.50  82.50 

Africa   Share    Plan    56.25  56.25 

Africa   Leper    7.70  7.70 

Conference  Budget  Undesignated    1,291.23  1,291.23 

Conference   Budget   Designated   for: 

Board  of  Christian  Education   29.87  29.87 

General  Ministerial  Board    1.00  1.00 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     29.00  29.00 

Conference    Budget    Share    Plan    22.25  22.25 

Youth    Serves     130.81  130.81 

$  5,154.03                 $  5,154.03 
Non-Budget   items — 

Brethren    Service    Certificates    1,615.00  1,615.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    3,323.35  3,323.35 

China    War    Relief    362.30  362.30 

Civilian   Public    Service    5,664.75  5,664.75 

European    Relief     41.29  41.29 

General    Relief    321.24  321.24 

Refugee    Fund     20.00  20.00 

$16,501.96  $16,501.96 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mis- 
sion Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  March 
31,  1941. 

Income   since   March   1,   1941    $7,649.87 

Income  same  period   last  year   7,065.18 

Expense  since  March   1,  1941    2,805.02 

Expense  same  period  last  year  16,838.33 

Mission  surplus  March   1,   1941    13,451.21 

Mission  surplus  February  28,  1941  8.606.36 

Increase  in  surplus,  March,  1941   4,844.85 
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Camp,  the  Missing  Link  in  Today  s  Education 


By  L.  W.  Shultz,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Why  Camp? 

1.  The  naturalness  of  life  in  the  woods  and  out  of 
doors,  in  contrast  to  complexity  of  civilized  city  life, 
is  a  resource  for  socializing  boys  and  girls. 

2.  Camp  gets  one  away  from  commercial  forms  of 
amusement;   it   kindles  imagination. 

3.  Camp  life  socializes  behavior;  it  fosters  desirable 
social  attitudes  and  more  effective  social  adjustment. 
Close  contact  reveals  personalities  and  calls  for  sharing 
and  co-operating. 

4.  Emancipation  from  parent  and  adult  domination 
and  devotion  makes  for  an  attainment  of  a  desired  kind 
of  independence  in  the  boy  and  girl. 

5./  A  whole  camp  organized  on  a  thoroughly  demo- 
cratic and  co-operative  basis  will  influence  public 
opinion. 

6.  It  is  the  most  ideal  co-operative  community  in 
life. 

Why    Church    Camps? 

1.  Camp  clarifies  the  meaning  and  philosophy  of  the 
Christian  way  of  living. 

2.  Presents  a  concept  of  the  educational  task  of 
the  church. 

3.  Camp    trains   through    service    and    participation. 

4.  Provides  opportunities  for  presentation  and  dis- 
cussion of  the  best  educational  methods. 

5.  Offers  knowledge  of  church  history  and  develops 
church  loyalty. 

6.  Aids  in  lifework  decisions. 

7.  Reveals  the  need  and  value  of  being  well  pre- 
pared for  the  work  of  life. 

8.  Is  a  great,  live  project  in  co-operation. 

9.  Affords  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  the  form- 
ing of  new  acquaintances. 

10.  Makes  vital  contacts  between  the  leadership  of 
the  church  and  its  present  and  future  workers. 

11.  Plans  for  camper's  physical  well-being. 

12.  Brings  camper  in  contact  with  God  through  na- 
ture. 

13.  Gives  time  for  meditation  and  worship. 

14.  Camp  lengthens  the  vision,  forms  and  deepens 
conviction.   Thus  camp  has  supreme  values. 

15.  The  person  who  has  made  friends  with  birds, 
beasts,  the  flowers  and  trees,  has  a  better  conception 
of  the  work  of  his  or  her  Creator. 

16.  The  one  who  works  and  plays  in  the  out-of-doors 
has  better  lungs,  better  nerves,  and  better  mental 
balance. 

17.  The  person  who  knows  how  to  live  in  the  quiet 
of  the  woods  has  a  better  perspective  in  the  complex 
civilization  of  today. 

We   Seek   Through   Camp 

To  help  youth  adjust  his  life  to 

I.     His  Maker 

1.     Commitment  to  Christ;  10%  definitely  are  not 
Christian. 
Some   planned   worship   services   in   vespers — 

morning   watch. 
Leaders  survey  of  campers. 
Arrange  for  interviews. 


2. 


II. 


III. 


Challenge  at  campfire  for  decision. 
Challenge  service  or  sermon. 
Commitment  by  the  90%   Christian. 
Planned  worship. 
Interviews. 

3.  Church    and    other    Christian    loyalties. 

4.  Growth  in  his  likeness. 

His  World 

1.     Discover  God's  world. 

Nature. 

Social  Problems. 

Economic  —  peace. 
His  Fellow  Men 
1.     Christian   living   at   i C3   b::t. 

Friendship. 

Fair  play. 

Recreation. 

Co-operation  in  camp  duties. 


TEMPERANCE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 

This  is  the  general  theme  for  five  adult  discussions 
beginning  May  18  and  ending  June  15.  For  this  study 
we  strongly  recommend  the  purchase  of  the  course  of 
lessons  on  this  theme  prepared  by  Deets  Pickett,  which 
costs  10c.  These  may  be  ordered  from  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

There  are  eight  lessons  in  this  course.  The  group 
may  choose  five  or  decide  to  combine  some  of  them,, 
or  devote  eight  sessions  to  the  study.  We  recommend 
that  the  group  choose  their  best  discussion  leader  for 
all  five  sessions.  Then  bring  in  as  resource  leaders  spe- 
cialists in  this  field,  such  as  doctors,  nurses,  policemen, 
judges,  and  temperance  workers. 

The  book,  The  Alcohol  Problem,  prepared  by  the 
National  Forum  (50c  to  members  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren),  may  also  be  used  as  a  text  or  reference. 
This  book  has  no  teaching  helps. 


MEN'S   WORK 

Men's  Work  Is  Not — 

By  R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary  of  Men's  Work 

1.  A  separate  organization  operating  independent  of 
the  church,  but  a  definite  department  of  the  church, 
working  for  and  promoting  the  whole  program  of  the 
church. 

2.  Men's  work  is  not  something  magic.  When  we 
know  the  whole  truth  I  doubt  that  the  word  "magic"  will 
have  a  very  large  place  in  our  world.  Men's  work  is 
no  different  from  any  other  department  of  the  church. 
It  is  just  another  branch  of  the  great  body  of  believers, 
and  can  and  may  have  a  most  wholesome  influence  in 
any  local  church. 

3.  Men's  work  is  not  something  that  will  run  by 
itself.  The  truth  is,  it  is  about  the  hardest  group  to 
promote  in  the  whole  church.  Most  men  who  can  run 
organizations  are  already  tied  down  with  too  much 
detail  and  work  to  take  on  any  very  large  additional 
task.  It  is  seldom  that  men's  work  functions  as  it 
should  unless  the  pastor  shows  an  interest  in  its 
program. 
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4.  Men's  work  is  not  supposed  to  do  something  that 
is  already  being  well  done  by  some  other  group  within 
the  church.  Men's  work  should  co-operate  wherever  it 
can,  and  not  worry  much  about  who  gets  the  credit  for 
the  thing  that  is  being  done. 


A  Case  of  Double  Inspiration 

By  Harvey  L.  Long,  Chicago,  Illinois 
A  double  pleasure  was  enjoyed  by  the  men  of  the 
First  church,  Chicago,  on  Feb.  10  when  the  men  were 
host  to  delegations  of  men  from  other  Brethren  church- 
es of  the  Chicago  area.  At  a  supper  meeting  in  the 
church  parlors,  Executive  Secretary  Robert  E.  Mohler 
of  McPherson  was  a  special  guest.  Bro.  Mohler  gave 
us  a  splendid  address.  He  was  followed  on  the  program 
by  Bro.  J.  Quinter  Miller  of  New  York  City,  who  is 
connected  with  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches.  Thus 
double  inspiration  was  received  by  all.  Other  visitors 
were  present  from  districts  as  far  west  as  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

These  facts  account  for  the  many  expressions  that  this 
meeting  was  the  best  men's  meeting  we  have  ever  had 
at  the  First  church.  During  the  past  year  the  men's 
work  program  has  tried  to  provide  opportunity  for 
closer  fellowship  of  all  of  the  men  of  the  church  and  at 
the  same  time  achieve  further  integration  and  wider 
participation  of  all  in  the  general  program  of  the  church 
at  large. 

The  retiring  chairman  feels  assured  that  the  leader- 
ship of  the  newly  elected  Men's  Work  Council  will  en- 
large upon  the  gains  we  have  made. 


CHILDREN'S  WORK 

Four  Things  to  Do  When  Children  Join  the  Church 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 
For  the  pastor: 

1.  Discuss  with  parents  through  pulpit  and  church 
bulletin  and  classes  your  feeling  about  the  age  at  which 
children  should  think  about  joining  the  church. 

Our  graded  lesson  materials  have  in  them  in  the 
third  year  junior,  third  quarter,*  thirteen  lessons  on 
When  We  Join  the  Church.  You  may  prefer  an  earlier 
age,  or  a  later,  but  an  understanding  among  parents, 
teachers  and  pastor  will  help. 

2.  Be  sure  that  something  is  done  to  prepare  boys 
and  girls  for  the  experience  of  church  membership. 

Some  people  think  we  do  not  make  enough  of  the 
obligations  and  meaning  of  belonging  to  the  church. 
If  this  is  true,  certainly  the  period  before  baptism,  when 
desire  has  been  awakened,  is  a  good  time  to  stress  these 
values. 

The  thirteen  lessons  in  our  regular  graded  material 
are  perhaps  the  best  possibility,  with  the  teachers  in 
this  group  realizing  that  on  them  rests  a  unique  respon- 
sibility for  the  total  church. 

If  a  special  class  seems  best,  taught  by  the  pastor, 
either  the  manual,  Preparing  for  Church  Member- 
ship (price  50c),  or  Finding  the  Way,  which  is  simply 
the  thirteen  lessons  lifted  out  of  the  graded  materials 
and  published  in  separate  form,  can  be  used. 

Thoughts  of  God  for  Boys  and  Girls  is  a  little  paper- 


covered  booklet  of  daily  devotional  readings  for  chil- 
dren or  for  family  worship.  It  is  published  each  year 
for  the  pre-Easter  period   (price  10c). 

3.  Refrain  from  letting  children  be  urged  into  the 
church  by  an  overernotional,  lurid  appeal  to  fear.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  a  few  evangelists  occasionally  use 
this  method  for  getting  results.  The  costs,  in  terms  of 
child  reactions,  are  very  dear.  Most  ministers  can 
better  afford  to  be  their  own  evangelists  so  far  as  bring- 
ing the  children  in  is  concerned.  A  sense  of  friendly 
comradeship  with  the  minister  goes  a  long  way. 

4.  Make  the  specific  day  of  baptism  one  of  quiet 
happy  celebration.  The  atmosphere  of  Easter  music, 
flowers,  and  the  shared  anticipation  of  adults  does  the 
needed  thing. 


*Write    the    Board    of    Christian    Education    for    Prospectus    of 
Brethren   Graded  Lessons. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 
Part   I.     What  Is  Your  Decision  About  Alcohol? 

Scripture:    Prov.  23:29-35;  1  Thess.  5:21,  22 
Sunday,  May  18 

I.  The  Problem— 

1.  Many  people  do  not  inform  themselves  as  to  the 
nature  and  effects  of  alcohol,  hence  make  no  definite  de- 
cisions  as   to   what   their   attitude   towards   it   will   be. 

2.  Every  normal  person  is  in  danger  of  acquiring  an 
alcohol  habit.  Too  many  are  already  addicts  to  this 
drug. 

3.  Alcohol  is  useful  to  man  when  used  outside  his 
body,  but  causes  trouble  when  used  as  a  drink. 

4.  Traffic  in  beverage  alcohol  has  been  a  very  profit- 
able business,  because  of  its  habit-forming  properties. 
Liquor  dealers  are  hunting  more  customers. 

5.  Many  people  are  led  to  believe  that  drinks  of  low 
alcoholic  content  are  not  harmful,  hence  they  indulge. 

II.  The  Solution — 

Every  person  should  know  the  facts  about  alcohol  as 
discovered  by  science,  medicine,  economics,  religion. 
See  Chapter  I  of  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life;  also 
Chapter  I  of  The  Alcohol  Problem. 

1.  Our  annual  drink  bill  per  person  now  is  nearly 
$25.     The  average  amount  consumed  is  13  Vz  gallons. 

2.  In  1937  our  nation  spent  for  all  education  $2,800,- 
000,000  and  for  alcoholic  drink  $3,287,000,000.  Which  is 
the  more  important? 

3.  In  1938  our  nation  spent  $84.88  per  family  for 
drinks  and  $40.68  for  milk.  Can  this  be  a  cause  of  so 
much  malnutrition? 

4.  In  1939  our  nation  consumed  1,859,242,050  gallons 
of  4.25%  beer,  83,409,167  gallons  of  14%  wine,  and 
116,510,447  gallons  of  50%  distilled  liquors.  The  low 
alcoholic  content  drinks  are  consumed  in  larger  amounts. 
It  is  the  amount  of  alcohol  consumed,  not  the  mixture, 
that  is  important.  However,  small  amounts  of  alcohol 
consumed  do  damage  to  the  person  at  the  higher  levels 
of  self-control  and  judgment. 

5.  Alcohol  possesses  a  habit-forming  quality.  One 
drink  calls  for  another.  This  grows  slowly.  Some  in- 
dividuals are  able  to  resist  the  insistent  appetite  it  de- 
velops; others  are  overmastered  by  it.  The  one  with 
self-control  may  easily  influence  another  who  will  drink 
to  excess. 

6.  "Wine  is  a  mocker."  It  promises  health,  wisdom 
and  freedom,  but  in  reality  gives  the  opposites. 

7.  Alcohol  is  a  handy  tool  for  the  person  who  wants  to 
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profit  at  the  expense  of  another.    The  drink  dealer,  the 
corrupt  politician,  and  the  libertine  are  examples. 

III.     What  Decision  Will  We  Make? 

1.  Let  it  alone? 

2.  Use  it  moderately? 

3.  Come  to  no  decision  at  all? 

4.  Influence  others  to  make  decision? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


MINISTRY 

Concerning  the  Selection  of  Gish  Fund  Books 

By  Ora  W.  Garber,  Secretary  of  Gish  Fund  Committee 
The  Gish  Fund  Committee  is  sincerely  trying  to  face 
the  problems  involved  in  doing  the.  work  assigned  to  it 
by  the  General  Mission  Board,  that  of  selecting  and 
making  available  at  reduced  prices  to  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  books  that  will  be  helpful 
to  them.  This  is  no  simple  task,  and  the  Committee 
recognizes  that  its  past  successes  have  been  possible  only 
because  of  the  co-operation  of  the  ministers.  In  order 
to  render  a  maximum  of  service  to  the  ministry  the 
Committee  welcomes  suggestions.  For  the  same  pur- 
pose and  for  the  sake  of  greater  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  ministers  the  Committee  makes  the  follow- 
ing statements  concerning  the  selection  and  distribu- 
tion of  Gish  Fund  books. 

1.  The  ministry  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is 
widely  varied.  In  the  matter  of  formal  schooling  both 
extremes  are  represented  and  there  are  all  possible 
shades  in  between.  In  the  matter  of  theological  view- 
point the  same  is  true.  Furthermore,  not  all  ministers 
have  equal  access  to  libraries  or  an  equal  amount  of 
time  for  reading.  A  book  adapted  to  the  needs  and 
viewpoint  of  one  minister  may  fail  to  meet  the  need 
or  win  the  approval  of  another.  The  Gish  Fund  Com- 
mittee endeavors  to  offer  books  helpful  to  all. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  funds  with  which  the  Commit- 
tee works  is  about  the  same  from  year  to  year,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  "balance  the  budget."  This  naturally 
limits  the  number  of  books  which  can  be  placed  on  the 
Gish  Fund  list. 

3.  The  terms  of  the  trust  specify  that  books  must  be 
read  and  approved  by  the  three  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee before  being  placed  on  the  list.  Since  only  a  few 
can  be  selected  out  of  the  scores  published  each  year, 
the  Committee  must  have  time  to  select  those  to  be  read 
for  consideration  and  then  to  read  them.  This  fact,  plus 
the  time  required  to  stock  the  books  and  announce  them, 
makes  it  impossible  to  get  them  to  you  as  soon  after  pub- 
lication as  we  wish  we  could  do. 

4.  The  Brethren  Publishing  House,  through  which  the 
distribution  of  the  Gish  Fund  books  is  effected,  can  allot 
only  one  copy  of  each  book  to  each  minister.  A  com- 
plete record  of  each  minister's  purchases  is  kept  here. 

5.  Gish  Fund  books  cannot,  under  our  present  ar- 
rangement, be  sent  out  on  approval. 

6.  In  view  of  items  1  and  5  above,  it  would  probably 
prove  most  satisfactory  to  select  from  the  announced 
titles  rather  than  to  have  your  name  on  the  standing 
order  list. 

7.  All  correspondence  regarding  the  purchase  of  Gish 
Fund  books  should  be  addressed  to  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House.  All  correspondence  regarding  the  selec- 
tion of  books  and  the  policies  of  the  Committee  should 
be  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  Committee. 


Ezra  Leroy  Brubaker 

E.  Roy  Brubaker,  as  he  was  known  to  his  friends,  passed  to 
his  heavenly  home  on  the  12th  of  April.  While  not  in  the  best 
of  health  for  some  time,  his  death  came  after  but  a  few  hours  of 
suffering.     He  was  born  Feb.  4,  1883,  near  Kokomo,  Ind. 

In  a  family  of  three  boys  and  five  girls,  Roy  was  the  second 
child.  His  father  was  Elder  John  S.  Brubaker.  His  mother, 
Emma  F.,  was  a  sister  to  Elder  Frank  Fisher,  Mexico,  Ind.  The 
parents  and  a  brother  and  a  sister  preceded  him  in  death. 

In  1891  the  family  moved  to  Merced,  Calif.,  and  there  they  made 
their  home  until  coming  to  Glendora,  Calif.,  in  1900.  Roy's 
father  was  the  highly  respected  elder  of  the  Glendora  congrega- 
tion from  the  time  of  its  organization  in  1902  until  his  death. 

He  professed  Christ  as  his  personal  Savior  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  and  on  Nov.  16  of  that  same  year  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Louise  E.  Whitmer  of  La  Verne,  Calif. 

He  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Glendora  church  and  he  served 
continuously  for  thirty  years.  In  1912  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  deacon  and  he  served  in  that  capacity  with  distinction. 

As  a  husband  he  was  kind  and  considerate,  and  as  a  father  he 
was  fondly  attached  to  his  children,  and  made  great  sacrifices 
to  give  them  the  best  preparation  for  lives  of  service.  His  ex- 
ample in  the  family  won  respect,  and  he  though  dead  will  con- 
tinue to  speak. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing:  his  faithful  wife;  five  children 
— Verda,  wife  of  Ernie  Carl;  Amelia,  wife  of  Robert  Walker; 
Cliff,  Clella,  and  Harper.  There  are  four  grandchildren — Gary 
and  Stanley  Carl  and  Philip  and  Jane  Walker.  Four  of  his  sis- 
ters were  at  the  funeral  but  the  brother,  Leland  Brubaker  of 
Elgin,   111.,   was  not  privileged   to   attend. 

He  is  not  dead,  this  friend;   not  dead, 

But  in  the  path  we  mortals  tread, 

Moved  some  few  trifling  steps  ahead, 

And  nearer  to  the  end; 

So  that  you,  too,  once  past  the  bend, 

Shall  meet  again,  as  face  to  face,  this  friend 

You  fancy  dead. 
A  large  concourse  of  relatives  and  friends  were  at  the  funeral 
occasion  which  was  held  in  the  Glendora  church.  Elder  G.  K. 
Walker  delivered  the  sermon.  He  was  assisted  by  Dr.  D.  W. 
Kurtz  and  the  pastor  of  his  church.  The  service  was  held  the 
afternoon  of  April  15.  A  poem  composed  for  the  occasion  and 
read  by  request  of  the  family  will  be  found  on  page  19. 

Glendora,  Calif.  J.  W.  Lear. 


Mrs.  Margaret  Haas  Schwenk 

Margaret  Haas  Schwenk,  wife  of  Eld.  Charles  A.  Schwenk, 
was  born  near  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  11, 
1879,  and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Jersey  Shore,  March  21, 
1941,  after  an  illness  of  nearly  two  years  of  a  kidney  and  heart 

condition.  The  last  four  months 
she  was  under  the  care  of  a 
trained    nurse. 

She  united  with  the  church  in 
1905  at  Harrisburg.  After  teach- 
ing several  terms  of  public 
school,  and  in  company  with  B. 
Mary  Royer  of  India,  she  at- 
tended Dr.  White's  Bible  School 
in  New  York  City  for  a  year, 
and  worked  in  the  Italian  Mis- 
sion and  in  the  Brooklyn  Mis- 
sion with  J.  Kurtz  Miller.  She 
taught  in  the  Bible  department 
of  Elizabethtown  College  for 
three  years— 1907  to  1910.  On 
June  2,  1910,  she  was  married  to 
Bro.  Schwenk  at  Benton  Har- 
bor, Mich.  They  lived  in  Chi- 
cago for  two  years  while  attend- 
ing Bethany  Bible  School.  In 
June  1912  they  came  to  the 
Sugar  Valley  congregation 
where  they  lived  and  worked  faithfully  until  her  last  illness. 
She  taught  a  class  in  Sunday  school  for  thirty  years  and  special 
classes  in  Bible  subjects  and  teacher  training. 

The  church  and  the  community  in  which  she  served  have  lost 
a  cheerful,  conscientious  and  loyal  worker,  and  a  deeply  spirit- 
ual Christian. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  instructor  in  the  biology 
department  of  Jersey  Shore  High  School;  one  daughter.  Laura 
Winona,  a  teacher  in  Haverford  Junior  High  School,  Philadel- 
phia; her  aged  mother;  and  her  sisters,  Laura  Haas  and  Mary 
Haas  Spangler  of  Carlisle.     Two  sons  preceded  her  in  death. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  her  request  by  Dr.  R.  W. 
Schlosser    of    Elizabethtown    College,    assisted    by    Bro.    John    C. 
Boone  and  Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer.    Interment  was  in  the  Eastville 
Brethren  cemetery. 
Mill  Hall,  Pa.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Long. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Burger-Richard.— April  12,  1941,  in  the  County  Line  church, 
Ind.,  Delbert  Burger  of  North  Liberty  and  Doris  Richard  of  Lake- 
ville,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — Edward  Stump,  North  Liberty, 
Ind. 

Cross-Beedy. — By  the  writer,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents near  Bovina,  Colo.,  March  23,  1941,  Donald  R.  Cross  and 
Inez  Beedy,  both  of  the  Bethel  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Arriba, 
Colo. — O.   E.   Messamer,   Wiley,   Colo. 

Filz-Keller. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  Sister  Annie 
Fitz,  grandmother  of  the  bridegroom,  April  12,  1941,  Nelson  Rus- 
sel  Fitz  of  York,  Pa.,  and  Frances  Mae  Keller  of  Dallastown,  Pa. 
— J.   L.   Miller,   York,   Pa. 

Myers-Emig. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Feb.  1,  1941,  Ervin  Robert  Myers,  Jr.,  and  Flo  Elizabeth  Emig, 
both  of  York,  Pa.— J.  L.  Miller,  York,  Pa. 

Shirk-Parrish. — In  the  Empire  Grammar  School  Cafeteria, 
April  12,  1941,  Bruce  E.  Shirk  and  Hazel  E.  Parrish,  both  of  Los 
Angeles,    by    the    undersigned. — Niels    Esbensen,    Empire,    Calif. 

Thomas-Cripe. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  church,  March  23, 
Pete  Thomas  and  Faye  Cripe,  both  of  Thomas,  Okla. — Albert 
Williams,  Thomas,  Okla. 

Welburn-Snyder.— April  13,  1941,  Glen  Welburn  of  Bourbon 
and  Agnes  Snyder  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  by  the  undersigned. — Edward  Stump,  North 
Liberty,   Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Aldrich,  Eliza  Ann,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Barbara  Smith,  was 
born  near  Gettysburg,  Pa..  Sept.  26,  1852,  and  passed  away  March 
5.  1941.  On  Nov.  7,  1869,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Theodore 
Aldrich.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children.  Her  husband 
and  six  children  preceded  her  in  death.  Many  years  ago  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Blue  Creek  near  Van 
"Wert,  Ohio,  and  was  a  faithful  member.  Besides  one  sister,  one 
son  and  two  daughters  there  survive  ten  grandchildren,  twenty- 
three  great-grandchildren  and  two  great-great-grandchildren. 
The  undersigned   officiated. — Dewey  Rowe,  Bryan,   Ohio. 

Billman,  Elizabeth  Ellen,  aged  89  years,  died  April  6,  1941,  at 
'her  home  in  New  Paris,  where  she  had  resided  for  seventy-five 
years.  She  suffered  a  fractured  hip  in  a  fall  on  March  20.  She 
was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her 
companion,  C.  Alfred  Billman,  died  in  1931.  Surviving  are  her 
stepdaughter,  five  nephews  and  one  niece.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  New  Paris  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the 
writer,  with  burial  in  the  Baintertown  cemetery. — William  Bru- 
haker.  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Cook,  James,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Cook,  was  born  Aug. 
13,  1851,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Fortville,  Ind., 
March  12,  1941.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Denny  in  March  1872 
.and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  twelve  daughters. 
Three  daughters  and  one  son  preceded  him  in  death,  and  his 
companion  on  March  18.  1911.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mrs.  Ida  Merrill  on  Nov.  27,  1913.  Surviving  are  the  widow,  ten 
children,  two  stepchildren,  thirty-four  grandchildren  and  thirty- 
six  great-grandchildren.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  from  early  life  and  was  also  a  deacon.  Services  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  E.  O.  Norris,  with  interment  in  the  Eden 
■cemetery. — Mrs.  Mary  Brandle,  Fortville,  Ind. 

Cox,  Lydia  Ann  Emaline,  daughter  of  William  and  Betsy  Kelley 
Connor,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  111.,  May  15,  1858,  and 
passed  away  at  her  home  in  Pleasant  Mound,  111.,  April  13,  1941. 
She  "was  united  in  marriage  to  Zachary  Cox  in  Vandalia,  111., 
Jan.  14,  1877.  To  them  were  born  eight  children,  three  dying  in 
infancy.  The  father  passed  away  Oct.  26,  1926.  She  is  survived 
by  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  also  thirteen  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild,  one  half  brother  and  two  half  sisters.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Pleasant  Mound, 
Aug.  5,  1929,  and  remained  faithful  until  she  was  called  to  her 
reward.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  the  undersigned  in 
the  church  in  Pleasant  Mound. — D.  J.  Blickenstaff,  Oakley,  111. 
Duker,  Eliza,  died  April  3,  at  the  age  of  77  years,  in  the  Mc- 
Donald hospital  at  Warsaw,  Ind.  For  forty-four  years  she  had 
lived  in  her  home  near  New  Paris.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
■Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Syracuse.  Her  husband,  Enos  Duker, 
•died  in  1932.  Surviving  are  her  stepmother,  three  daughters, 
■one  son,  nineteen  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  home  by  the  writer,  with  burial 
in  the  Union  Center  cemetery. — William  Brubaker,  New  Paris, 
Ind. 

Graybill,    Isaac   B.,   was   born   Aug.    30,    1862,   and   died    at   his 
home  in  Lititz,  Pa.,  March  24,   1941.     He  was  a  faithful  member 


of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  some  forty  years.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  one  brother  and  a  num- 
ber of  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Graybill's 
church  by  Brethren  Harvey  Markley  and  James  M.  Moore.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Emma  L.  Zook,  Lititz, 
Pa. 

Haney,  Lizzie,  was  born  in  Syracuse,  Ind.,  Aug.  8,  1866,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  March  15,  1941.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  A.  O.  Haney,  Nov.  21,  1883.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children.  She  is  survived  by  her  aged  husband,  five  sons,  two 
daughters,  twenty-six  grandchildren  and  twenty-three  great- 
grandchildren, all  living  within  an  hour's  drive  of  their  home. 
They  moved  to  Florida  in  1910.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
baptized  in  March  1892  at  Syracuse,  Ind.,  by  Eld.  I.  J.  Rosen- 
berger.  She  remained  true  to  the  church  and  always  attended 
when  health  permitted.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Orange  Hill  cemetery  near  Tampa. — 
A.  D.  Crist,  Tampa,  Fla. 

Hire,  Ida  S.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Kneese,  was  born 
in  Henry  County,  Ohio,  on  Oct.  6,  1862,  and  passed  away  March 
27,  1941.  On  March  31,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank 
Hire.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son.  Her  husband,  three 
sisters  and  two  brothers  preceded  her  in  death.  In  1888  she  and 
her  husband  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  known 
then  as  the  South  Poplar  Ridge  church  near  Defiance,  Ohio.  She 
lived  a  faithful  life  in  the  church,  always  attending  when  pos- 
sible. She  leaves  her  son,  one  granddaughter  and  one  brother. 
Bro.  Jay  Hornish  and  the  writer  officiated  at  the  funeral  service. 
— Dewey   Rowe,   Bryan,   Ohio. 

Lawver,  Edward  Lincoln,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Landis 
Lawver,  was  born  July  24,  1863,  near  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  de- 
parted this  life  April  10,  1941.  He  was  married  to  Emma  Shirk  in 
1891,  and  to  this  union  were  born  seven  children.  In  1892  the 
young  couple  began  life  together  on  a  homestead  near  Omego, 
Okla.,  where  they  continued  to  reside.  Besides  the  wife  and 
children  he  is  survived  by  sixteen  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandchild, three  sisters  and  two  brothers.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  when  he  was  a  lad,  and  remained  true 
to  this  faith.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  H.  W.  Forney 
of  Fay,  Okla.,  and  the  undersigned. — Albert  Williams,  Thomas, 
Okla. 

Lehman,  Hattie  Mae,  daughter  of  James  P.  and  Elizabeth  Law, 
was  born  in  Decatur,  111.,  March  3,  1866,  and  passed  away  in 
St.  Mary's  hospital  in  Decatur,  April  1,  1941.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Philip  L.  Lehman  on  Nov.  24,  1885.  They  lived  hap- 
pily together  for  nearly  fifty-six  years,  most  of  the  time  on  a 
farm  near  Decatur.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  church.  Later  when  acquaintance  ■was  formed 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  she  and  her  husband  united 
with  and  were  very  devoted  members  of  the  church  in  the  Oak- 
ley congregation.  She  leaves  her  husband,  one  sister,  a  half 
brother  and  many  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in 
the  Moran  and  Sons  funeral  home  in  Decatur  by  Bro.  W.  T. 
Heckman  and  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the  Mt.  Gilead 
cemetery. — D.  J.  Blickenstaff,   Oakley,   111. 

Longanecker,  Anna  Irene,  was  born  to  Patrick  Henry  and 
Frances  Lavina  Sipe  on  March  8,  1867.  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.  She  was  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  six  daughters  and  five 
sons.  She  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents  when  four  years  of 
age.  For  fifteen  years  they  resided  near  New  Lebanon,  then 
moved  near  Lewisburg.  While  residing  there  she  was  married 
to  Noah  Shank  on  Oct.  10,  1886.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
sons  and  three  daughters.  After  an  illness  of  three  years  the 
husband  died  July  12,  1911.  Mother  traveled  life's  pathway  alone 
for  about  three  years,  and  was  then  married  to  Eld.  Joseph 
Longanecker  of  West  Manchester,  Ohio,  May  27,  1914.  They 
journeyed  happily  together,  doing  what  they  could  in  the  work 
of  the  church  until  Nov.  21,  1927,  when,  very  suddenly.  Father 
Longanecker  died.  The  closing  years  of  mother's  life  were  spent 
with  her  children.  Soon  after  the  establishment  of  her  home 
she  and  father  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  in 
this  fellowship  she  lived  and  served.  While  she  never  aspired 
to  places  of  leadership,  she  was  always  looking  for  some  task 
that  she  could  perform  and  thereby  be  helpful  in  the  community. 
She  was  regular  in  church  attendance.  In  keeping  •with  this 
practice,  she  arose  early  on  Jan.  19  and  was  ready  to  go  to 
Sunday  school  and  church,  but  instead  was  taken  to  the  great 
beyond.  Besides  the  afore-mentioned,  she  was  preceded  in 
death  by  two  daughters,  one  dying  in  infancy  and  the  other 
Sept.  11,  1925.  Two  brothers  and  two  sisters  have  also  gone  on 
before.  Surviving  are  the  daughter,  three  sons,  eleven  grand- 
children, three  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Services  in  charge 
of  Elders  John  Flory  and  Arthur  Morris  were  held  in  the  Cedar 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  and  final  rites  in  the  home  church  at  Brook- 
ville,  Ohio,  in  charge  of  Eld.  Roy  B.  Teach.  Burial  was  in  the 
Parish  cemetery  at  Arlington. — Ray  O.  Shank,  Brookville,   Ohio. 

Miller,  Bonnie  June,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Verlie  Miller, 
was  born  June  4,  1940,  near  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  died 
April  6,  1941,  after  ten  days'  illness.  She  leaves  her  father, 
mother,  two  brothers,  four  sisters  and  four  grandparents.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  funeral 
home  in  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Interment  was  in  the  McComb 
cemetery. — J.  L.  Guthrie,  La  Fayette,  Ohio. 

Mishler.  Desiline,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Lydia  Stouder  Neff, 
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was  born  in  the  first  log  house  built  in  Union  Township,  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.,  Feb.  7,  1872.  She  resided  all  her  life  in  this 
community.  After  an  illness  of  about  ten  years  she  quietly  fell 
into  her  last  sleep  on  the  morning  of  March  14,  1941.  On  Oct.  16, 
1890,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Enos  Mishler.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  live  in  the  home  com- 
munity. For  nearly  thirty  years  she  and  her  companion  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Union  Center  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  had  the  happy  privilege  of  seeing  all  of  their  family  become 
interested  in  Christian  service.  Sister  Mishler  had  a  pleasing 
personality  with  a  ready  smile  for  everyone.  She  was  an  at- 
tentive listener  in  the  church  services.  Always  she  was  ready 
to  help  and  to  encourage.  She  was  patient  in  suffering.  Pre- 
ceding her  in  death  were  two  brothers  and  one  sister.  Sur- 
viving, besides  her  husband  and  children,  are  six  grandchildren 
and  one  great-grandchild,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers.  The 
funeral  service  was  held  in  the  Union  Center  church  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  David  Miller. — John  D.  Frederick, 
Nappanee,   Ind. 

Pollock,  Amanda,  widow  of  Jonas  Pollock,  died  April  7,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  near  Topeka,  Ind.,  after  an  illness  of 
twelve  days,  at  the  age  of  81  years,  7  months  and  2  days.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Jonas  Pollock,  Aug.  1,  1878.  He  died 
in  1934.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children.  She  had  spent 
her  entire  life  in  this  community.  She  was  a  faithful  and  de- 
voted member  of  the  New  Paris  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Sur- 
viving are  her  three  sons,  ten  grandchildren,  twelve  great-grand- 
children and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services  in  the  New  Paris 
Church  of  the  Brethren  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Eldon  Evans 
and  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Jackson  cemetery. — Wil- 
liam Brubaker,  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Schneider,  Amy  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Christian  G.  Schneider, 
died  Feb.  7,  1941,  aged  79  years,  4  months  and  1  day.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  the  late  John  and  Anna  Utz  Nusbaum.  She  and 
her  husband  were  married  Feb.  13,  1883,  and  lived  together  for 
fifty-eight  years  less  six  days.  She  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  early  youth  and  lived  faithful  to  the  end.  She  was 
a  devoted  wife  and  mother  and  a  true  friend.  Besides  her  hus- 
band she  is  survived  by  one  son,  two  granddaughters,  four  great- 
grandchildren, one  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Eld.  I.  S.  Long.  Interment  was  in  the  Union 
Bridge  cemetery. — Theresa   S.   Forney,   Taneytown,   Md. 

Shields,  George  H.,  of  Woodstock,  Minn.,  was  born  Feb.  23, 
1873,  and  passed  away  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  March  23,  1941,  as  the 
result  of  a  heart  attack.  He  was  a  son  of  James  and  Lucy 
Shields,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of  Murray  County,  Minn., 
having  homesteaded  here  in  1878.  He  was  married  in  1908  to 
Ethel  May  Edwards,  who  died  in  1917.  In  1921  he  was  married 
to  Chloe  Millin,  who,  with  his  one  brother  and  three  sisters, 
survives.  Brother  and  Sister  Shields  were  received  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  Worthington  church  by  baptism  on  June  23, 
1940.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Worthington  church  and 
at  Arlington,  Iowa,  where  the  body  was  interred. — J.  Schechter, 
Worthington,    Minn. 

Spanjer,  George  August,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1904,  at  Burr,  Nebr., 
and  died  March  24,  1941,  at  Haxtun,  Colo.  He  came  to  Colorado 
with  his  parents  in  1914  and  had  since  resided  in  the  Haxtun 
community.  He  received  most  of  his  education  in  the  Dailey 
school.  When  he  was  a  boy  he  was  confirmed  in  the  Elim 
Lutheran  church.  His  mother  preceded  him  in  death  in  August 
1934.  He  leaves  his  father,  two  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Haxtun,  Bro. 
E.  F.  Weaver  officiating. — Mrs.  Warren  Wood,  Haxtun,   Colo. 

Spurr,  Lucy  Frances,  was  born  March  5,  1853,  at  Athen,  Ky., 
and  passed  away  at  the  Lima  Memorial  hospital,  Lima,  Ohio, 
April  10,  1941.  She  was  married  to  James  Spurr,  Aug.  31,  1868; 
he  preceded  her  in  death  seventeen  years  ago.  To  this  union 
were  born  eight  children,  two  preceding  their  mother  in  death. 
She  lived  in  Lima  or  vicinity  for  the  last  forty-five  years.  The 
funeral  service  was  in  charge  of  the  writer  in  the  Davis  and 
Miller  and  Son  funeral  home.  Interment  was  in  the  Shonee 
cemetery. — J.  L.  Guthrie,  La  Fayette,  Ohio. 

Slarbuck,  Mary  Angeline,  died  suddenly  of  acute  heart  failure 
on  March  30.  She  was  born  Dec.  10,  1896,  near  Decatur,  Ind.,  to 
Nicholas  and  Malissa  Wagner.  Her  first  marriage  was  to  John 
E.  Schoenline,  Dec.  9,  1915.  The  husband  died  Jan.  4,  1918.  The 
second  marriage  was  to  James  J.  Starbuck,  Feb.  3,  1919.  He 
died  April  8,  1940.  A  son  from  the  first  marriage  survives. 
Mrs.  Starbuck  became  a  member  of  the  Huntington  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  1919.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
undersigned  at  the  Huntington  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial 
was  in  the  Mt.  Hope  cemetery. — Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  Hunt- 
ington,  Ind. 

Trimmer,  Emma,  daughter  of  the  late  Mathias  and  Mary  Mc- 
Gowan  Glouner,  was  born  in  East  Lampeter  Township  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Lancaster,  on  Feb.  7,  1941,  after  an  illness  of 
four  days.  Sister  Trimmer  resided  in  Lancaster  for  the  past 
fifty  years  and  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  many  years. 
Besides  her  husband,  Bro.  Joseph  Trimmer,  she  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  one  son,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  M.  J.  Weaver,  at 
the  Groff  funeral  home,  with  interment  in  the  Woodward  Hill 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Kenton  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Ulrey,  Barbara,  was  born  Dec.  17,   1863,  in  Pyrmont,  Ind.,  and 


passed  away  April  3,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Ko- 
komo,  Ind.  She  was  the  oldest  of  nine  children  of  John  P.  and 
Elizabeth  Ulrey.  Because  of  the  death  of  her  mother  when  she 
was  a  girl  her  schooling  was  very  limited,  but  by  her  own  ef- 
forts and  the  application  of  her  keen  mind  to  a  lifetime  of  learn- 
ing she  was  a  well-educated  woman.  She  married  Aaron  Ulrey 
in  1884;  he  passed  away  in  May  1939.  The  three  daughters  and  . 
one  son  born  to  this  union  reside  in  Indiana.  Sister  Ulrey  was  a 
loyal  and  wholehearted  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
since  childhood.  Her  many  years  of  Sunday-school  teaching,  her 
hospitality,  her  service  on  committees  and  her  interest  in  people 
were  fruitful  in  the  building  of  the  kingdom.  She  was  active 
in  the  Kokomo  church  during  the  last  eighteen  years  of  her  life. 
Her  personal  friendship  with  the  living  Christ  was  the  source  of 
her  spiritual  power.  Services  were  held  in  the  Pyrmont  church, 
with  Bro.  Jeremiah  Barnhart  and  the  undersigned  officiating. 
Interment  was  in  the  Pyrmont  cemetery. — Robert  L.  Sherfy,. 
Kokomo,   Ind. 


— CHURCH    NEWS    — 

Colorado 
Haxtun. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  closed  with  the  evening 
service  on  Easter  Sunday.  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield 
were  with  us  for  two  weeks  and  brought  inspirational  and  help- 
ful messages  both  in  sermon  and  song.  The  attendance  and  in- 
terest were  good  considering  an  epidemic  of  sickness.  We  ap- 
preciated the  co-operation  of  other  churches  for  worship  on 
several  occasions  and  the  special  numbers  given  by  various  ones. 
Five  dedicated  their  lives  to  God  and  one  sister  reconsecrated 
her  life  to  the  Master's  service.  We  were  glad  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  our  young  people  home  for  the  Easter  vacation.  The 
missionary  meeting  was  held  at  the  church  on  April  3.  We 
were  very  glad  to  have  Sister  Canfield  with  us  at  this  time  to 
give  a  vocal  number  and  an  interesting  talk  on  their  work.  The 
mite  box  offerings  amounted  to  $5.40. — Mrs.  Warren  Wood,  Hax- 
tun,   Colo.,   April    14. 

Florida 

Sebring. — Early  in  January  Bro.  Walter  M.  Kahle  gave  us 
stimulating  lectures  and  poster  studies  on  the  subject.  Stretch- 
ing Short  Dollars.  These  lectures  were  well  attended  and  in- 
spired us  to  improved  methods  of  saving  and  giving.  From  Feb. 
9  to  23  Bro.  Harper  S.  Will  and  family  were  with  us  conducting 
our  midwinter  Bible  conference.  He  gave  us  two  splendid  mes- 
sages each  day.  The  forenoon  periods  were  discussions  of  the 
parables  of  Jesus;  the  evening  subjects  were  inspirational  mes- 
sages. Interspersed  were  musical  selections  on  the  vibraharp 
from  his  talented  wife  and  daughters.  In  March  Sister  Ida 
Shumaker  brought  us  her  messages,  intimate  and  alive.  With 
several  talks  she  used  her  interesting  doll-children  and  their 
stories.  When  one  hears  Miss  Shumaker  one  sees  India.  Bro. 
M.  R.  Zigler  and  wife  were  with  us  for  a  while,  as  well  as  other 
well-known  people  from  the  North.  Our  pastor  and  his  helpers. 
are  busy  promoting  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  camp 
program.  The  church  has  given  liberally  financially  and  in  serv- 
ice. The  ladies  have  spent  much  time  in  their  aid  rooms  quilt- 
ing and  making  garments  for  the  refugee  and  relief  programs. 
They  have  also  sponsored  two  covered  dish  dinners  and  their 
mite  box  service.  The  choir  has  worked  faithfully  and  well. 
The  Loyal  Workers  Sunday-school  class  gave  very  creditably  a 
drama  entitled  Simon  the  Leper. — Mrs.  T.  L.  Horton,  Sebring, 
Fla.,    April    11. 

Idaho 
Clearwater. — Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  has  been  in- 
creasing during  the  spring  months.  One  was  baptized  since  our 
last  report.  During  the  winter  the  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy 
quilting  and  sewing.  We  are  planning  an  Easter  program  and 
basket  dinner  at  the  church  on  Easter  Sunday.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  May  17.  The  weather  and  roads  have  been  open 
so  that  our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  R.  Fike  of  Moscow,  Idaho,  has  made 
his  regular  appointments  during  the  winter.  We  have  put  the 
Gospel  Messenger  in  all  resident  Brethren  homes  except  one. 
Our  young  people's  meeting  has  been  held  every  Sunday  eve- 
ning with  fair  attendance.  Many  of  our  young  people  are  in 
school,  teaching  or  working  in  other  localities. — Mrs.  Carrie  E. 
Herring,   Lenore,   Idaho,   April  9. 

Illinois 
Cherry  Grove. — On  the  evening  of  March  14  we  met  in  church 
council,  at  which  the  following  officers  were  elected:  elder, 
Bro.  Merle  Hawbecker;  church  clerk,  Vernie  Heisler;  reporter. 
Pearl  Puterbaugh.  The  church  succeeded  in  the  plan  to  have 
the  Gospel  Messenger  go  into  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our 
homes.  We  hope  this  use  of  the  church  paper  will  have  the 
desired  effect.  Our  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
been  encouraging  during  the  winter  months.  We  have  a  fine 
group  of  young  people  who  are  interested  and  give  support  to 
both.  We  miss  very  much  one  of  our  young  men  who  has  been 
called  to  the  army  service.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  They  quilted,  served  sale  dinners  and 
sent  a  barrel  and  box  of  clothing  to  Manchester  to  be  used  in 
relief  work.  On  March  9  three  young  men,  one  from  Mt.  Morris, 
one  from  Naperville,   and   one  from   Wisconsin,   gave  interesting 
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talks  on  how  to  carry  on  the  church  work  in  an  encouraging  way. 
On  Easter  morning  the  Lanark  young  people  joined  with  the 
Cherry  Grove  young  people  at  Cherry  Grove  for  a  sunrise  serv- 
ice. Bro.  Paul  Miller,  pastor  of  the  Milledgeville  church,  was  the 
chief  speaker.  Breakfast  was  served  in  the  church  basement. 
An  Easter  play  was  given  by  the  Cherry  Grove  young  people 
during  the  church  service.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Merle  Hawbecker, 
and  his  wife,  who  have  been  with  us  for  two  years,  have  done 
much  for  the  church  and  community.  We  are  now  looking  for- 
ward to  our  love  feast  to  be  held  June  1. — Pearl  Puterbaugh, 
Lanark,  111.,  April  17. 

Indiana 

Beech  Grove. — We  met  in  council  on  March  4  with  Bro.  E.  O. 
Norris  in  charge.  The  pre-Easter  services,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Ira  Hiatt,  were  inspiring.  The  children  presented  a  program  on 
Easter  Sunday  evening.  A  group  of  students  from  Manchester 
College  will  present  a  play  on  the  evening  of  April  20.  Our 
communion  services  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  May  10. — 
Mrs.  Mary  Brandle,  Fortville,   Ind.,  April  15. 

Elkhart  Valley. — On  March  9  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  from  the  New 
Paris  church  delivered  a  very  interesting  sermon,  and  on  March 
16  Bro.  Earl  Nusbaum  from  the  Baugo  church  preached  for  us. 
On  March  31  we  had  our  quarterly  council  meeting.  From  April 
2  to  12  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  conducted  services  which  prepared 
us  for  the  experiences  of  Easter.  The  communion  service  was 
held  on  April  10.  with  Bro.  Claybaugh  in  charge. — Mrs.  R.  M. 
Stutsman,    Goshen,    Ind.,    April    12. 

Markle. — During  the  winter  our  aid  society  has  been  busy 
quilting,  making  comforters  and  rugs  and  doing  charity  work. 
There  has  been  a  ready  sale  for  these  articles.  Children's  cloth- 
ing and  a  comforter  were  sent  to  the  orphans'  home  in  Mexico. 
We  are  sending  three  packets  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp  at  Lagro.  A  contribution  of  $6  was  sent  to  Camp  Mack. 
Our  superintendent  is  Colene  McClurg;  our  president,  Mrs. 
Elsie  Kocher.  On  the  third  Sunday  of  each  month  since  Jan- 
uary an  offering  for  relief  work  is  taken  and  sent  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee.  A  men's  organization  has  been  organ- 
ized with  Charles  E.  Paul,  president.  A  fish  fry  in  January  was 
•well  attended.  The  speaker  on  this  occasion  was  County  Agent 
P.  K.  Connelly;  he  accompanied  his  talk  with  pictures  of  a  fish- 
ing trip  he  had  taken.  According  to  a  plan  of  holding  the 
monthly  W.  C.  T.  U.  meetings  in  the  various  churches,  in  Janu- 
ary a  program  was  given  at  the  Methodist  church,  and  in  March 
at  the  Evangelical  church.  An  organization  of  at  least  one  rep- 
resentative from  each  official  group  in  the  church  will  meet  at 
special  times  to  encourage  closer  working  together  for  the 
church.  On  March  30  a  group  of  men  with  our  pastor  attended 
the  men's  work  meeting  at  the  Wabash  City  church.  In  January 
there  was  a  consecration  service  for  the  cradle  roll  group.  At 
our  March  council  meeting  Olive  Harshbarger  was  elected  sec- 
retary for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  work.  Joe  Beck  was 
elected  a  church  trustee  to  take  the  place  of  Jesse  Cline,  de- 
ceased. On  the  evening  of  March  28  Bro.  Harshbarger  gave  a 
talk  with  pictures  on  the  crucifixion  of  Christ.  The  young  mar- 
ried people's  class  and  the  junior  Sunday-school  class  hold  their 
combined  meetings  once  a  month.  An  Easter  song  service  by 
the  children's  department  was  given  April  6  before  the  preach- 
ing hour.  On  April  13  a  group  representing  the  oldest  and  the 
youngest  in  the  Sunday  school  gave  an  Easter  program  of  songs 
and  Scripture  reading  illustrating  the  events  of  the  last  week  of 
Jesus'  life.  Two  from  our  Sunday  school  were  called  to  leave  for 
camp  on  April  12.  Another  son  of  members  of  our  church  will 
go  April  19.  These  boys  with  their  parents  deserve  our  earnest 
prayers. — Mrs.  Lillian  Earhart,  Markle,  Ind.,  April  14. 

North  Liberty. — With  the  co-operation  of  many  we  reached 
one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  membership  with  Gospel  Messen- 
ger subscriptions.  Our  church  was  recently  improved  with  a 
new  floor  and  a  new  carpet  in  the  main  auditorium.  Most  of 
the  labor  was  donated  by  the  men,  and  the  ladies'  aid  purchased 
the  carpet.  Rev.  J.  F.  Jenner,  Education  Secretary  for  the  Indi- 
ana Anti-Saloon  League,  gave  us  a  temperance  message  in  Jan- 
uary. At  a  missionary  program  on  Feb.  2  sponsored  by  the  men's 
•work  Dr.  Homer  Burke  gave  an  illustrated  talk  on  the  work  in 
Africa.  On  Feb.  9  the  young  people  had  charge  of  the  race  re- 
lations program,  and  a  group  from  Manchester  College  were  guest 
speakers.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  H.  F.  Richards  of  South  Bend  and 
Bro.  J.  D.  Metzler  of  Bourbon  presented  the  project  of  the 
Civilian  Public  Service.  On  Feb.  28  the  world  day  of  prayer 
"was  observed  in  a  union  service  at  our  church.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  March  10.  The  ladies'  aid  is  making  several 
packets  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service.  A  "clean  life"  program 
-was  sponsored  by  the  young  people  on  March  23;  Mrs.  Sharpless 
■of  New  Carlisle,  who  has  for  many  years  been  connected  with 
the  World's  Purity  Federation,  was  the  guest  speaker.  The 
churches  of  the  town  held  union  services  during  Passion  Week. 
The  Easter  program  was  given  by  the  primary  department  and 
the  young  people.  Our  spring  communion  was  held  on  April 
14. — Anna   Steele,   North  Liberty,   Ind.,   April   15. 

North  Winona. — Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  and  wife  from  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  came  on  April  4  to  assist  in  a  pre-Easter 
revival  meeting.  Each  evening  they  brought  to  us  some  heart- 
searching  messages.  Sister  Baldwin's  contribution  was  enjoyed 
by  the  older  people  as  well  as  the  children  even  though  her  sto- 
ries were  for  the  children.    Special  music  was  rendered  by  home 


talent  at  each  service.  Six  boys  and  one  girl  were  baptized. 
On  Saturday  afternoon  the  pastor,  Bro.  R.  C.  Wenger,  Brother 
and  Sister  Baldwin  and  a  number  of  the  children's  teachers  met 
with  the  children  at  the  church  and  enjoyed  a  happy  afternoon. 
On  April  14  we  had  an  impressive  communion  service.  Bro. 
Charles  Cripe  from  Argos  officiated,  assisted  by  Bro.  George 
Snell  from  Sidney.  The  church  is  making  progress  under  the 
leadership  of  our  pastor  and  his  co-workers. — Mrs.  Alma  E.  Han- 
awalt,  Pierceton,  Ind.,  April  16. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  March  29  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Clarence  Hoover,  as  moderator.  We  decided  not  to 
send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  because  of  the  expense 
it  would  incur.  We  are  grateful  for  our  one  hundred  per  cent 
Gospel  Messenger  club  this  year.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
May  17.  We  are  planning  for  an  all-day  meeting  with  basket 
dinner  on  May  18,  and  hope  many  will  plan  to  be  with  us. — Mrs. 
Phoebe  Good,  Middletown,  Ind.,  April  14. 

Wabash  City. — We  enjoyed  a  spiritual  revival  early  in  the 
winter  with  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester  as  evangel- 
ist. Members  from  the  Wabash  Country  and  Roann  churches 
were  represented.  Five  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing. Several  weeks  ago  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney  of  Elgin  gave  a 
very  interesting  and  informative  talk  on  the  camp  which  is  to 
be  established  near  Lagro.  Our  aid  has  been  very  busy  lately, 
and,  under  the  able  leadership  of  our  president,  Goldie  Dye, 
has  put  on  several  banquets  for  different  organizations.  The 
district  cabinet  of  women's  work  met  with  us  for  an  all-day 
meeting  April  4.  About  a  hundred  men  of  the  district  met  here 
March  30.  The  ladies'  aid  served  lunch  after  the  meeting.  On 
April  6  a  group  of  young  people  from  North  Manchester  gave 
a  very  inspirational  play  entitled  The  Terrible  Meek. — Mrs.  Ruby 
Bryant,   Wabash,  Ind.,  April   10. 

Kansas 

Garden  City. — Easter  was  the  climax  of  a  series  of  sermons 
given  by  Pastor  George  W.  Burgin  on  The  Meaning  of  the 
Cross.  At  the  evening  service  a  short  program  was  given  by 
the  children,  followed  by  a  pageant,  Through  Darkness  to 
Light.  The  young  people  of  the  church  had  an  inspiring  sunrise 
service  followed  by  breakfast.  About  a  year  ago  our  congrega- 
tion organized  women's  and  men's  work.  In  the  fall  we  planned 
a  program  for  the  year  and  adopted  a  budget  to  include  the 
various  phases  of  church  work.  The  men  have  dug  a  well  and 
installed  a  pumping  plant  to  water  the  lawn  and  young  trees 
recently  planted.  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm  gave  an  inspiring  sermon 
on  a  Sunday  evening  in  March  and  addressed  our  junior  college 
on  Monday.  We  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  Messenger  in 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  homes. — Mrs.  D.  A.  Sheaks,  Garden 
City,  Kans.,  April  14. 

Morrill. — Attendance  and  interest  were  very  good  during  the 
•winter  months   considering  the   illness  in  the  community.     Bro. 

A.  Sawyer  and  Bro.  Kemper  filled  the  pulpit  in  the  absence  of 
Pastor  W.  A.  Kinzie.  Bro.  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  McPherson  College 
delivered  an  inspiring  message  at  the  morning  service  on  Jan.  26. 
Our  women's  organization  held  its  quarterly  meeting  Feb.  17 
with  Misses  Book  and  Kauffman,  missionaries  of  the  Brethren  in 
Christ  Church,  on  furlough  from  Africa,  as  guest  speakers.  An 
offering  of  over  $45  was  taken.  Our  semiannual  business  meet- 
ing was  held  March  4.  A  peace  program  led  by  Ward  Nance,  our 
Civilian  Public  Service  secretary,  was  given  on  the  evening  of 
March  29.  At  five-thirty  on  Easter  morning  a  very  inspirational 
sunrise  service  was  held  at  the  church,  sponsored  by  the  young 
people  of  the  Morrill  and  Sabetha  churches  and  directed  by  Miss 
Mary  Lowe  of  Sabetha.  At  the  eleven  o'clock  hour  Bro.  Kinzie 
brought  the  Easter  message,  following  which  four  Sunday-school 
pupils  came  forward  for  baptism.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
the  cantata,  Crown  Him,  was  very  ably  rendered  by  a  choir  of 
some  twenty  voices,  led  by  Harold  Harpster.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  the  mother  and  daughter  tea,  and  the  father  and  son 
banquet  to  be  held  in  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Clint  Stover,  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  April  15. 

Maryland 
Manor. — At  our  council  meeting  on  March  29  Bro.  Rowland 
Reichard  was  unanimously  re-elected  elder  of  the  congregation. 
Bro.  Walter  Metz  was  elected  church  trustee,  and  Bro.  William 
Kershner,  treasurer.  Bro.  Walter  Green  and  Bro.  Louis  Shank 
were  called  to  serve  as  deacons.  They  with  their  wives  are  to 
be  installed  in  the  near  future.  Delegates  to  the  district  meet- 
ing are  Sisters  Ruth  Reichard,  Catherine  Miller  and  Ruth  Otto. 
May  3  is  the  date  for  the  communion  service  at  this  place.    The 

B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  become  quite  interested  in  studying  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  members  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
are  preparing  a  program  to  be  rendered  on  Easter  Sunday  night. 
The  women's  work  group  has  been  quite  active  this  winter,  with 
much  time  spent  quilting.  The  women  were  quite  successful 
with  lunch  stands  at  several  farm  sales,  and  much  of  the  money 
realized  from  these  activities  has  been  used  for  relief  work.  The 
Sunday  schools  at  both  Manor  and  Downsville  have  been  in- 
creasing in  membership,  interest  and  attendance.  Bro.  Walter 
Thomas  of  Westminster  worshiped  with  us  on  April  6  and 
preached  a  very  interesting  and  practical  sermon  on  The  Vita- 
mines  of  Religion.— Naomi  H.   Coffman,  Fairplay,  Md.,  April   10. 

Piney  Creek. — The  church  met  in  regular  council  on  April  5  in 
charge  of  Bro.  Charles  Stover.  We  elected  Bro.  Maurice  Bowers 
as  leader  of  prayer  meetings;   Edward  Copenhaver  and  Edward 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

Ohio,  Southern — New  Carlisle, 
May  2,  3. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

California 

May  4,  4  pm,  Glendale,  First. 
May    18,    4    pm,    Los    Angeles, 
First. 

Florida 

May  25,  Arcadia. 

Idaho 

May  17,   Clearwater. 

Illinois 

May  4,   Lanark. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Mt.  Morris. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Sterling. 

May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

May  3,  8  pm,  Cedar  Lake. 

May   4,    7:30   pm,   Muncie. 

May    10,    Beech   Grove. 

May  17,  7:30  pm.  Upper  Fall 
Creek. 

May  17,  7:30  pm.  West  Man- 
chester. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Rossville. 

May  18,  7:30  pm,  Blue  River. 

May  24,   Bethany. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Burnettsville. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 

June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

May   11,  Indian  Creek. 

May   17,   Des   Moines   Valley. 

May  24,  Fernald. 

June  1,  7  pm.  Union  Ridge. 

Kansas 

May  4,  7  pm,  Belleville. 

May    17,   Virdigris. 

May   18,  Washington  Creek. 

Maryland 

May  3,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 

May  3,  4  pm,  Manor. 

May  4,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 

May  11,  6:30  pm,  Monocacy. 

May  11,  7  pm,  Locust  Grove. 

May  17,  Bush  Creek. 

May  17,  1:30  pm,  Broadford- 
ing. 

May  17,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

May  18,  6  pm,  Westminster. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 

May   18,   7  pm,  Green  Hill. 

May  25,  Ridgely. 

June  7,  4  pm,  Long  Green  Val- 
ley. 

Michigan 

May  4,  6  pm,  Pontiac. 

May  11,  7:30  pm,  Lansing. 

Minnesota 

June    8,    Worthington. 

Ohio 

May    4,    Mohican. 
May  4,  Wooster. 
May  4,   7:30   pm,   Chippewa. 
May  24,  7  pm,  East  Nimishillen. 
May  24,  7:30  pm,  Bear  Creek. 
May   24,   7:30   pm.   Middle   Dis- 
trict. 


May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

Oklahoma 

May  12,  Thomas. 

Oregon 

May  4,  7  pm,  Grants  Pass. 

Pennsylvania 

May  3.  4,  10  am,  Little  Swatara, 

Ziegler  house. 
May  4,  Allentown. 
May  4,  East  Petersburg. 
May  4,  Lancaster. 
May  4,  Palmyra. 
May  4,  all-day  meeting,  Moh- 

lers.  Lower  Cumberland. 
May  4,  Roxbury. 
May  4,   Smithfield. 
May  4,  6  pm,  Hanover. 
May  4,  6  pm,  York,  First. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Berkey,  Shade 

Creek. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Everett. 
May   4,   6:30   pm,    Huntsdale. 
May   4,    6:30   pm,   New   Enter- 
prise. 
May   4,   6:30   pm,   Philadelphia. 

First. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Replogle. 
May      4,      6:30      pm,      Roaring 

Spring. 
May  4,  6:30  pm,  Tire  Hill. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Green  Tree. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Norristown. 
May  4,  7:30  pm,  Pittsburgh. 
May  9,   10.   1:30  pm,  Annville. 
May    10,    Welty. 
May  10,  1:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 
May  10,  11,  1:30  pm,  Midway. 
May    10,    11,    10:30    am.   Falling 

Spring.  Hade  house. 
May   10,  11,  1:30  pm,  Richland. 
May  10,  11,  4  pm.  Pleasant  Hill. 
May  11,  Cherry  Lane. 
May  11,  10  am,  Shrewsbury. 
May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 
May    11,   2   pm,    Spring    Grove. 
May  11,  7  pm,  Claysburg. 
May   11,  7  pm,   Germantown. 
May    11,    7    pm,    Pike    church, 

Brotherton. 
May    11,    7   pm,   Snake    Spring 

Valley. 
May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 
May    17,    1:30    pm,    Conestoga, 

Bareville. 
May   17,  2  pm,  Bachmanville. 
May  17,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 
May  17,  18,  Salunga. 
May  17,  18,  10  am,  Big  Swatara, 

Hanoverdale. 
May    17,    18,    1:30    pm,    Upper 

Conewago,   Mummerts. 
May   18,  Ephrata. 
May    18,   Koontz. 
May   18,  4  pm,  Harrisburg. 
May  18,  6:30  pm.  Maple  Spring. 
May  18,  7  pm.  Ambler. 
May    18,    7   pm,   Madison   Ave- 
nue, York. 
May    18,    7    pm,    Ridge,    Fogel- 

sanger  house. 
May     18,      7     pm,     Westmont, 

Johnstown. 
May   20,   21,    Springville,   Moh- 

ler  house. 
May    21,     22,     Graybill    house, 

White    Oak. 
May    24,    6:30    pm.    Pine    Glen 

house,  Spring  Run. 
May     24,     25,     10     am,     Meyer 

house,    Fredericksburg. 
May  24,  25,   10  am,   Schuylkill. 
May  25,  Codorus. 
May      25,     Lower     Conewago, 

Bermudian    house. 
May  25,  6:30  pm,  Springfield. 
May  25,  7  pm,  Perry,  Farmers 

Grove. 
May  25,  7:30  pm,  Jennersville. 


May  27.   28,   10   am,   Chiques. 
May  28,  29,  West  Conestoga. 
May   31,    1:30   pm,   Welsh   Run. 
May  31,  2  pm,   Akron. 
May      31,      7      pm,      Mechanic 

Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,  10  am,  Antie- 

tam.   Prices   Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June     4,      5,     Kreider     house, 

White    Oak. 
June  8,  7  pm,  Beachdale. 
June   15,   7   pm,   Maple   Glen. 


Tennessee 

May    10,   New   Hope. 

Virginia 

May  4,   Sangerville. 

May  4,   Summit. 

May  4,  7  pm,  Greenmount,  Mt. 

Zion. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Lebanon. 
May  4,  7  pm,  Timberville. 
May  12,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Bethel. 
May  18,  6  pm,  Garber  church, 

Cooks   Creek. 
May   18,  7  pm,  Linville  Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 


Forney  as  delegates  to  district  meeting:  Bro.  S.  K.  Utz,  elder  for 
one  year.  We  decided  to  paint  the  church.  The  young  people 
are  preparing  an  Easter  program. — Virgie  A.  Bowers,  Taneytown, 
Md„  April  11. 

Michigan 
Pontiac. — Our  church  was  greatly  blessed  by  the  coming  of 
Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  to  conduct  an  evange- 
listic meeting.  Five  were  baptized.  The  music  committee  is 
preparing  a  cantata  to  be  given  at  the  evening  service  on  Easter 
Sunday.  On  April  26  the  men  and  women  of  the  Pontiac,  Flint 
and  Detroit  churches  will  hold  a  joint  meeting  in  the  evening 
at  the  Pontiac  church.  Bro.  Hiram  Peters  of  Lansing  will  be 
the  speaker.  On  May  4  there  will  be  an  all-day  meeting  at  the 
church  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon  and  communion  service  at 
6  o'clock.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. — Mrs.  Paul  Shafer, 
Pontiac,  Mich.,  April  15. 

Rodney. — A  reception  was  held  for  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  L.  H. 
Prowant,  and  wife  on  the  evening  of  April  3.  The  district 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  meeting  was  held  at  the  Rodney  church  on 
April  6.  We  enjoyed  services  each  evening  before  Easter  with 
the  love  feast  on  Saturday  evening.  On  Easter  morning  the 
children  gave  a  short  program  and  presented  a  potted  lily  to  the 
oldest  person  attending  the  service.  Our  church  and  Sunday- 
school  attendance  is  good.  We  are  planning  a  birthday  supper 
on  the  evening  of  April  25,  the  money  to  be  used  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps.  We  expect  the  Manchester  quartet  to  be 
with  us  on  May  4.  Our  district  Sunday-school  conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Crystal  church  on  the  same  day. — Mrs.  Florence  Van 
Westrienen,   Rodney,   Mich.,   April   16. 

Minnesota 
Hancock. — On  the  evening  of  April  1  when  Bro.  J.  H.  Mathis 
was  with  us  we  held  our  council  meeting  at  the  Percy  Dage 
home.  Bro.  Mathis  told  us  many  interesting  things  about  our 
conscripted  boys  and  the  church  camps.  We  elected  Bro.  How- 
ard Griffet  and  Bro.  Percy  Dage  to  manage  the  repairing  of  the 
church  ceiling,  which  was  damaged  by  the  storm  in  November. 
We  also  elected  Bro.  Howard  Griffet  and  Bro.  Percy  Dage  to  at- 
tend the  district  meeting  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  this  year. — Mrs. 
Gilbert  Dage,  Hancock,  Minn..  April   14. 

Missouri 

Rockingham. — Our  members'  meeting  was  held  on  the  after- 
noon of  March  21,  presided  over  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Oscar  Early. 
The  time  was  spent  in  considering  plans  to  secure  a  pastor  and 
an  evangelist  for  the  coming  year,  and  some  business  in  regard 
to  our  local  work.  Our  women's  work  group  has  been  active 
this  winter,  meeting  almost  every  week  and  helping  very  sub- 
stantially with  the  financial  phase  of  the  local  work  as  well  as 
contributing  to  missions.  We  made  and  donated  twenty-one 
girls'  dresses,  and  a  quantity  of  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  to 
the  Mercy  hospital  at  Kansas  City.  We  are  now  papering  the 
parsonage  and  have  helped  with  the  painting  of  the  church  and 
parsonage.  Our  Sunday  school  has  had  a  creditable  average  at- 
tendance during  the  winter.  A  number  of  our  members  attended 
the  special  district  meeting  held  at  Plattsburg  to  consider  the 
camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  We  were  glad  for  the  help 
and  information  given  by  Bro.  Raymond  Peters. — Mattie  Lam, 
Hardin,  Mo.,  April  10. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — At  our  quarterly  council  meeting  on  March  7  the 
love  feast  was  set  for  April  14,  preceded  by  nightly  meetings 
beginning  on  the  fifth  and  ending  on  Easter  evening.  The  men's 
organization  cleaned  and  waxed  the  floor  on  the  nineteenth. 
Doughnuts  and  coffee  were  served  by  the  ladies  after  the  work 
was  finished.  The  women's  council  has  been  having  interesting 
meetings  every  two  weeks.  The  programs  included  outside 
speakers  and  book  reports.  Besides  the  regular  prayer  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening,  there  have  been  several  prayer  meetings  at 
the  various  homes.  — Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lincoln,  Nebr., 
April  14. 

Ohio 

Canton. — Our   Bible   school    attendance    increased    57    per   cent 

in   March   as   over   against   January   and   February.     On   April   2 

the  regular  meeting  of  the  women's  work  was  held  at  the  home 

of   Thelma   Forrer   with    an    attendance   of   twenty-six.     A    play, 
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The  Seeing  Heart,  was  given  and  a  comforter  was  finished  for 
the  colored  home  and  school  for  children  in  Kentucky.  The 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  at  the  church  May  7. 
We  were  host  to  sub-district  No.  3  men's  work  of  Northwestern 
Ohio  on  April  6.  Our  semiannual  communion  service  will  be 
held  April  20.  The  parsonage  has  been  newly  papered  and  the 
floors  sanded,  ready  to  be  refinished  for  the  coming  of  our  new 
pastor  in  June.  The  trustees  have  plans  for  repainting  the 
ceiling  of  the  auditorium  of  the  church  and  putting  new  temlock 
on  the  sides.  Our  Easter  offering  given  through  the  Bible  school 
classes  amounted  to  $130.98.  Since  our  last  report  the  men  have 
sent  in  $104  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  project.  Twen- 
ty dollars  was  raised  for  our  district  fund  of  ten  cents  per  man 
for  foreign  relief.  The  Bible  study  classes  being  held  on  Sunday 
nights  have  increased  monthly  in  attendance.  At  two  meetings 
we  learned  new  numbers  in  the  Hymnal.  The  combined  choirs 
of  the  Wooster  and  Canton  churches  gave  a  cantata.  The  Glory 
of  Easter,  in  the  Wooster  church  on  Palm  Sunday  night  and  in 
the  Canton  church  on  Easter  Sunday  night.  The  choir  consisted 
of  thirty-eight  voices  and  was  directed  by  Warren  Showalter. 
Bro.  Edward  Shepfer  of  Sugar  Creek  brought  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage on  Easter  morning.  Bro.  George  S.  Strasbaugh  of  the 
Zion  Hill  congregation  will  preach  on  April  20  and  remain  for 
the  evening  communion  service. — Cora  Masters.  Canton.  Ohio, 
April   17. 

Lower  Miami. — At  our  council  on  March  5  Eld.  John  M.  Garst 
was  chosen  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting,  with  Eld.  Jesse  Noff- 
singer  alternate.  Brethren  John  M.  Garst  and  E.  Ray  Stebbins 
will  represent  us  at  district  meeting.  Our  pre-Easter  services 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  Ross  Noffsinger.  Easter  sunrise  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  the  young  people.  After  Sunday  school 
the  children  rendered  a  very  appropriate  program.  Certificates 
were  then  presented  to  all  who  had  been  baptized  recently. 
After  this  Eld.  J.  S.  Noffsinger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  gave  a  short 
but  interesting  talk.  The  departments  of  women's  'work  are 
very  active  in  their  various  lines  of  work.  The  men  are  show- 
ing some  progress  in  their  work.  The  young  people  are  taking 
hold  of  church  work  in  a  commendable  manner. — Mrs.  Wm.  Fur- 
rey,  Dayton,   Ohio,  April   15. 

Oklahoma 

Bartlesville. — Before  the  communion  on  Jan.  26  four  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Chester  Van  Dyke  and 
Bro.  George  R.  Eller  were  delegates  to  the  special  district  meet- 
ing held  at  Thomas  to  consider  the  camps  for  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. On  March  19  we  met  in  council  meeting.  Our  present 
pastor,  Bro.  Chester  Van  Dyke,  was  retained  as  our  pastor  for 
another  year.  Our  men's  work  has  been  active,  planting  trees 
on  the  church  lawn  and  working  on  the  parsonage.  Bro.  Van 
Dyke  is  conducting  a  week's  pre-Easter  service  at  the  church. — 
Mrs.  Howard  Hurst,  Bartlesville,  Okla.,  April  10. 

Thomas. — The  ladies'  aid  has  been  quilting  one  day  a  week  for 
the  past  few  weeks.  The  women's  work  is  planning  a  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  for  April  11.  Brethren  B.  F.  Stutzman 
and  A.  L.  Williams  were  delegates  to  the  special  district  meeting 
held  at  our  church  on  March  2.  Sister  Bertha  Frantz  of  Guthrie 
conducted  a  teacher  training  course  from  March  17  to  23;  eleven 
received  certificates.  At  our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting 
on  March  28,  the  ministerial  committee  reported  that  they  have 
secured  Bro.  Russell  G.  West  of  Pampa.  Texas,  to  conduct  an 
evangelistic  meeting  from  April  28  to  May  11.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  May  12.  Bro.  George  Ennis  was  elected  trustee.  We 
are  planning  a  Sunday-school  picnic  for  Easter,  and  in  the  eve- 
ning there  will  be  a  special  Easter  program. — Mrs.  Frank  Hutch- 
ison, Thomas,  Okla.,  April   10. 

Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — Our  congregations  are  increasing  in  numbers.  We 
have  met  every  Thursday  evening  to  consider  the  days  before 
the  crucifixion.  The  women's  missionary  society  for  the  study 
of  missions  in  China  meets  with  Mrs.  Charles  Hoff.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  young  women's  Bible  class  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Leon 
Weir,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Daryl  Parker  gave  a  most  interesting  account 
of  their  work  in  our  China  mission.  Our  pastor  held  pre-Lenten 
services  in  the  Brethren  church  in  Wilmington.  A  unique  rec- 
ognition service  was  held  by  the  children  of  the  minister's  class, 
which  had  been  meeting  in  the  home  of  Bro.  Nevin  W.  Zuck  each 
Sunday  morning  for  sixteen  weeks  to  study  the  meaning  of 
church  membership.  Doris  McEwan  and  Everett  Shoemaker  took 
charge  of  the  opening  services,  and  the  pastor  preached  on  our 
obligations  to  Christ  and  the  church. — Elizabeth  R.  Blough,  Hat- 
field,  Pa.,   April   11. 

Gsrmanlown. — On  Jan.  10,  nineteen  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
conference  at  the  Ambler  church.  The  women's  meeting  on 
Jan.  30  was  addressed  by  Mrs.  Martha  Parker,  who  told  of  the 
work  in  China.  On  Feb.  23  the  Sunday-school  officers  and  teach- 
ers were  installed.  In  keeping  with  the  world  day  of  prayer, 
Sister  Robert  Jones  of  the  Bethany  church  gave  a  helpful  talk  on 
prayer  at  the  February  women's  meeting.  It  was  decided  to 
study  Stand  By  for  China.  A  newly-formed  choir  has  been  serv- 
ing at  both  morning  and  evening  services  each  Sunday.  On 
March  8  a  number  attended  the  Juniata  alumni  banquet.  On 
March  9  George  Sheffer,  a  senior  at  Juniata,  filled  the  pulpit  in 


the  morning.  At  the  Sunday-school  workers'  meeting  on  March 
17  it  was  decided  to  give  ten  scholarships  to  those  attending 
Camp  Star  Dust;  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  the  first  two 
weeks  in  July,  and  to  set  aside  June  28  as  the  date  for  the  Sun- 
day-school outing.  During  Lent  Pastor  B.  F.  Waltz'  sermons  on 
Sunday  evenings  have  been  evangelistic,  centering  around  the 
cross.  At  the  business  meeting  on  April  7  Bro.  Waltz  was  elected 
elder  for  three  years;  it  was  decided  to  install  Bro.  John  Landis 
into  the  ministry.  Brother  and  Sister  Waltz  and  Eld.  H.  H. 
Moyer  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  J.  P.  Harley, 
C.  E.  Pitzer  and  Ed  Ertel  were  elected  deacons. — Rebecca  Foutz, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  12. 

Greencaslle. — Approximately  one  hundred  twenty-five  persons 
were  present  to  enjoy  a  fellowship  supper  at  the  church  on  the 
evening  of  March  28.  This  occasion  climaxed  the  term  of  serv- 
ice of  our  former  part-time  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I.  Thomas,  and  fam- 
ily of  Smithsburg,  Md.  They  were  presented  a  gift  of  money  as 
an  expression  of  gratitude  for  their  service.  We  were  happy  to 
have  with  us  on  this  same  occasion  Brother  and  Sister  C.  E. 
Grapes,  our  newly-elected  pastor  and  wife.  Gifts  of  food  were 
given  to  them.  Bro.  Grapes  has  been  elder  of  our  church  for 
the  past  several  years.  An  impressive  installation  service  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  April  6,  conducted  by  Eld.  Levi  K.  Zeigler. 
The  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Paul  R.  Foust,  sang  an  anthem 
appropriate  for  Palm  Sunday.  We  held  our  quarterly  business 
meeting  on  April  7,  at  which  time  plans  were  made  for  the 
next  quarter.  Special  Passion  Week  services  were  observed,  con- 
cluding with  an  Easter  program  on  Sunday  morning  by  the 
children's  department.  Bro.  Grapes  will  hold  an  evangelistic 
meeting  at  the  Salunga  church.  Upon  his  return  he  will  be  in 
charge  of  a  similar  meeting  at  our  church.  Bro.  Grapes  has 
been  chosen  by  the  Southern  District  to  serve  on  the  Standing 
Committee  at  Annual  Conference. — Cora  E.  Oellig,  Greencastle, 
Pa.,  April  14. 

Green  Tree. — Five  young  people  have  united  with  the  church 
by  baptism  and  one  became  an  associate  member.  Two  were 
consecrated  at  a  special  service  on  April  6.  Special  services, 
under  the  direction  of  Paul  Voronaeff,  Russian  evangelist,  were 
held  on  the  evening  of  April  6.  There  were  services  on  Wednes- 
day, Thursday  and  Friday  evenings  during  Holy  Week,  with  vis- 
iting ministers  from  Phoenixville  in  charge. — Mrs.  Ralph  Dun- 
more,  Oaks,  Pa.,   April   10. 

Koontz. — Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Bro.  Merle  Det- 
wiler  and  Sister  Maggie  Baker.  We  are  planning  a  rally  day 
service  for  April  20,  at  which  time  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  will  bring 
the  evening  message.  We  are  striving  for  a  banner  attendance 
on  that  day.  Our  revival  meeting  will  begin  on  June  15  with 
Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  as  evangelist.  Our  spring  love  feast  will 
be  held  May  18  in  charge  of  Bro.  Edgar  Detwiler  of  Everett. 
He  will  also  have  three  evening  meetings  prior  to  the  love  feast. 
Bro.  Steinberger  of  the  Yellow  Creek  congregation  gave  us  three 
very  inspiring  sermons  during  the  month  of  March.     The  Koontz 


The   Church   of   the  Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16;  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
18;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and   aged    (Acts  6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43.  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18):  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
•  ):  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11:  Rom.  12:17):  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10:   1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 
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gospel  singers  have  fulfilled  a  number  of  engagements  within  re- 
cent months  and  are  preparing  for  more.  The  aid  society  has 
been  busy  quilting  during  the  winter  and  has  some  work  planned 
for  the  summer. — Laura  Baker,  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  April  10. 

Lancaster. — On  the  evening  of  Feb.  9  we  enjoyed  a  program 
planned  by  our  pastor.  Hymns  for  each  of  the  centuries  were 
sung  by  the  congregation,  the  choir  and  the  male  quartet.  On 
Feb.  16  the  Elizabethtown  College  choir  presented  a  splendid 
program.  The  women's  missionary  society  is  studying  the  mi- 
grant program.  Last  year's  district  meeting  delegates,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Weaver,  W.  E.  Glasmire  and  Kenton  Cox,  represented  us  at  the 
special  meeting  held  at  Elizabethtown  in  February  to  consider 
the  Civilian  Service  camps.  This  year's  delegates  are  M.  J. 
Weaver,  Raymond  Heistand  and  Stella  Martin.'  The  Achieve- 
ment Offering  amounted  to  $175.  On  Feb.  28  a  number  of  our 
women  attended  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  program  held  in  the 
St.  James  Episcopal  church.  Sister  Mary  Sheaffer  and  Sister 
Weaver,  our  pastor's  wife,  shared  in  the  program.  On  March  2 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  charge  of  the  evening  service,  at  which  Bro. 
Galen  Kilhefner  gave  a  helpful  talk  on  Christians  in  a  World  at 
War.  On  March  10  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry,  pastor  of  the  Roaring 
Spring  church,  began  a  most  helpful  revival  meeting.  Bro. 
Henry  and  our  pastor  worked  very  hard  contacting  as  many 
people  as  possible.  As  a  direct  result,  there  were  nine  additions 
to  the  church.  Bro.  Noah  Furhman  has  been  leading  the  dis- 
cussions in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings  for  several  weeks.  On 
April  5  and  6  the  Parkers  from  China  were  with  us.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  May  4. — Mrs.  Kenton  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
April  14. 

Lower  Conewago. — The  Ministerium  of  the  Southern  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  held  at  the  Bermudian  church  on  March  31, 
was  well  attended  and  will  be  remembered  for  the  inspiring 
messages  given  by  various  speakers.  Our  spring  council  was 
held  on  April  5.  The  installation  of  our  licentiates  will  take 
place  April  30.  There  was  a  program  rendered  on  Easter  morn- 
ing by  the  children  at  the  Bermudian  church;  in  the  evening 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  an  inspiring  drama  entitled  The  Way  of  the 
Cross.  Bro.  C.  B.  Sollenberger,  field  worker  for  Southern  Penn- 
sylvania, will  preach  for  us  at  the  Bermudian  church  on  April 
20.  Our  revival  at  the  Bermudian  church  will  begin  May  11  with 
Bro.  John  Buffenmyer  as  evangelist,  closing  with  our  love  feast 
May  25.  There  were  a  number  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  since  our  last  writing. — Ruth  Murphy  Harlacher,  Dover, 
Pa.,   April    18. 

Shade  Creek,  Sugar  Grove. — On  Jan.  12  the  volunteer  group 
from  Juniata  College  gave  a  helpful  program  in  our  church. 
It   is   planned   to   begin    our   revival   meeting   May   4,    with    Bro. 


Lawrence    Bianchi    as    evangelist. — Nellie    Lehman,    Hooversville, 
Pa.,  April  7. 

White  Oak. — During  our  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  Bro. 
David  Gibble,  the  evangelist,  brought  us  strong  spiritual  mes- 
sages. Two  accepted  Christ;  others  seemed  to  be  near  the  king- 
dom. Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  C.  W.  Gibbel,  Levi 
Fahnestock,  Ollie  Hevener  and  Milton  Hershey.  The  church  de- 
cided to  send  only  one  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  because 
of  the  distance.  Bro.  C.  W.  Gibbel  is  to  represent  our  congrega- 
tion, with  Milton  Hershey  as  alternate.  On  Sunday  morning, 
April  6,  Brethren  Harold  Kettering  and  Clyde  Weaver  came  to 
our  services  at  Manheim  and  brought  us  fine  spiritual  mes- 
sages. Three  of  our  ministers  are  engaged  to  conduct  revival 
meetings  during  May  and  June — Bro.  C.  W.  Gibbel  at  Welsh 
Run,  Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  in  the  South  Annville  church  and 
Bro.  Ollie  Hevener  in  the  Upper  Conewago  congregation. — Mil- 
ton L.   Hershey,   Manheim,  Pa.,  April  7. 

Virginia 

Sunny  slope.— At  our  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  on 
March  3  four  new  members  were  received  into  the  church  by 
letter.  It  was  decided  to  have  our  love  feast  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning of  Holy  Week.  The  usual  sunrise  services  are  planned  for 
Easter.  Our  church  has  sent  a  box  of  clothing  to  China  relief. 
The  men  have  been  busy  this  winter  working  on  our  new  church, 
plastering  rooms,  painting  and  decorating  the  interior,  and  finish- 
ing cupboards  in  the  kitchen.  The  ladies'  aid  has  furnished  all 
materials  for  the  kitchen,  including  the  cupboards.  The  aid 
meets  every  two  weeks  with  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  in  at- 
tendance. Our  work  consists  of  piecing  and  quilting  quilts.  The 
younger  group  is  practicing  for  an  Easter  cantata.  The  revival 
meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  Ralph  Rarick  closed  on  March  23. 
His  messages  were  inspiring  and  helpful,  and  much  interest  was 
shown.  The  meetings  closed  with  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the 
church.  Five  were  baptized. — Mrs.  George  Deardorff,  Wenat- 
chee,  Wash.,  March  29. 
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MotkexX  2>&f 

BY  N.   E.    NISWANDER 

They  tell  me  this  is  mother's  day 
That  she  may  call  her  own. 
Did  mother  ever  keep  a  thing 
Just  for  herself  alone? 

And  so  on  this  glad  mother's  day 
Although  we  far  may  roam, 
We  share  the  joys  of  mother's  day 
And  think  of  her  and  home. 
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Around  the  World 


Some  55,000  refugees  are  expected 
to  arrive  in  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  current  year. 

Chaplains  are  barred  from  Dutch 
Labor  Service  camps  except  on  the 
condition  that  their  presence  is  re- 
quested by  ill  soldiers. 

Committees  are  to  be  appointed  in 
the  Protestant  churches  of  Maryland 
and  Delaware  to  minister  to  service 
men  in  adjacent  camps. 

The  board  of  the  Baptist  Mission- 
ary Convention  of  New  York  in 
convention  in  Syracuse  adopted  re- 
ports approving  aid  to  Baptist  con- 
scientious objectors  to  military  serv- 
ice. 

The  Jewish  section  of  the  Inter- 
faith  Committee  for  Aid  to  the  De- 
mocracies has  presented  $25,000  to 
the  British  War  Relief  Society  for 
the  establishment  of  a  non-sectarian 
nursing  home  for  orphaned  children 
"somewhere  in  England." 

The  headquarters  of  the  British 
Christian  Endeavor  Union  in  Lon- 
don is  no  more.  The  attractive  four- 
story  building  in  the  shadow  of  St. 
Paul's  cathedral,  established  ten 
years  ago  as  a  part  of  the  golden 
jubilee  celebration,  was  destroyed 
by  incendiary  bombs. 

To  aid  in  the  state's  rural  minis- 
try, Michigan  State  College  is  of- 
fering a  four  year  agricultural  back- 
ground course  for  theological  stu- 
dents. The  course  leads  to  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture 
and  includes  some  minimum  re- 
quirements for  purely  agricultural 
studies. 


A  special  committee  has  been 
formed  in  Sweden  to  distribute  Eng- 
lish and  French  books  to  prisoners 
of  war  in  Holland.  The  books  are 
all  selected  under  the  supervision  of 
the  archbishop  of  Sweden. 

A  petition  containing  the  names  of 
more  than  6,000  persons  was  pre- 
sented to  the  state  department  by 
members  of  a  "Food-for-Europe  Pil- 
grimage" who  had  hiked  the  128 
miles  from  Wilmington,  Del.,  in  an 
effort  to  dramatize  the  plight  of  the 
starving  population  in  Europe. 

Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinchy,  president 
of  the  National  Conference  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews,  has  been  selected  by 
the  students  and  teachers  of  the 
James  Monroe  high  school  in  New 
York  City  to  receive  the  institution's 
annual  good  will  award,  presented 
each  year  to  the  "man  who  has  done 
most  to  promote  good  will  among  the 
peoples  of  the  world." 

Ecumenical  organizations  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  are  carrying 
on.  They  are  busy  doing  prac- 
tical welfare  work  for  war  victims, 
keeping  channels  of  communica- 
tion open,  encouraging  those  in 
difficult  situations  and  pursuing 
studies  on  the  ethical  function  of 
the  church  and  other  studies.  The 
organizations  include:  the  War 
Prisoners'  Aid  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
the  European  Student  Relief  Fund, 
the  Central  Office  for  Interchurch 
Aid,  the  World  Alliance  for  Inter- 
national Friendship  Through  the 
Churches,  the  World's  Y.  W.  C. 
A.,  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 


The  council  of  churches  in  North 
Carolina  has  challenged  its  member 
denominations  to  "minister  to  the 
thousands  of  men  now  pouring  into 
our  army  camps  and  into  the  areas 
of  large  national  defense  jobs"  in  the 
state. 

An  urgent  call  to  Methodists 
throughout  the  country  to  attend  an 
"exploratory  conference  on  the  bases 
of  a  just  and  lasting  peace,"  sched- 
uled to  be  held  in  Chicago,  May 
28-30,  has  been  issued  by  the  Com- 
mission on  World  Peace  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  Bishop  G.  Bromley 
Oxnam  of  Boston  will  be  the  con- 
ference chairman. 

The   East   German   Conference  of 

the  Methodist  Church  has  voted  to 
disband  so  that  its  thirty  parishes 
in  five  states  may  become  affiliated 
with  English-speaking  conferences. 
This  action  conforms  to  a  trend  com- 
mon among  foreign  language  bodies 
whose  younger  members  speak  Eng- 
lish exclusively.  The  East  German 
Conference  is  the  last  of  ten  to  take 
such  action. 

A  permanent  Institute  of  Social 
Studies  has  been  opened  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  "to  train  Catholic 
leaders  in  the  social  principles  of  the 
church,  and  in  the  study  of  the 
economic,  political  and  social  back- 
grounds to  which  they  are  to  be 
applied."  Students  are  expected  to 
include  clergymen,  seminarians, 
teachers,  lawyers,  government  offi- 
cials and  labor  leaders. 

In  an  attempt  to  improve  high 
school  teacher  preparation  in  the 
liberal  arts  college,  the  North  Cen- 
tral Association  of  Colleges  and  Sec- 
ondary 'Schools  has  been  carrying 
on  a  survey  of  teacher  preparation  in 
twelve  representative  liberal  arts 
colleges  of  the  association  area.  The 
survey  is  being  carried  on  by  Dr. 
Russell  M.  Cooper,  professor-on- 
leave  at  Cornell  College,  Mount  Ver- 
non, Iowa. 

"Dartmouth  College  has  put  her- 
self on  record  as  believing  that  one 
of  the  great  weaknesses  of  present 
home,  preparatory  and  college  edu- 
cation is  that  boys  have  no  chance 
to  learn  to  work  with  their  hands  as 
did  their  ancestors  who  preceded  the 
machine  age,"  says  Dean  E.  Gordon 
Bill  in  announcing  the  opening  of  a 
student  workshop.  Both  power  and 
hand  tools  will  be  available  for  use 
in  cabinet  work,  metalwork,  wood- 
turning  and  other  forms  of  shop- 
work. 
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In  the  School  for  Subterfuge 

It  has  been  some  years  now  since  many  first  be- 
gan to  have  uneasy  feelings  about  what  was  going 
on  in  high  places.  Continually  one  felt  that  he 
could  not  be  sure  as  to  policies  and  real  intent.  On 
the  level  of  international  relations  there  was  the 
bland  professing  of  one  thing  and  the  persistent 
doing  of  something  else.  Neutral  lands  were  as- 
sured no  harm  was  meant  when  all  the  while  arm- 
ies were  getting  set  for  the  surprise  drive. 

Even  in  our  national  scene  the  common  man  has 
been  kept  guessing,  charmed,  mystified.  He  is 
not  as  gullible  as  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  so 
has  resisted  more  in  what  he  has  come  to  sense  as 
our  modern  school  of  subterfuge.  Perhaps  he  has 
been  too  self-conscious.  But  even  so,  his  qualms 
have  been  real.  He  has  felt  that  he  was  being 
strung  along,  carefully  softened  for  this  or  that 
contingency. 

Which  sums  up  to  the  personal  conviction  that 
more  and  more  the  common  man  must  be  pre- 
pared to  stand  on  his  own  feet.  He  must  know 
what  he  thinks  and  why.  We  shall  have  to  do  as 
the  pioneers — study,  pray,  perhaps  work  out  our 
own  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  Only  so 
can  one  arrive  at  solid  convictions  and  maintain 
real  poise  in  the  school  for  subterfuge,      h.  a.  b. 

Faith  Is  the  Victory 

This  is  a  hard  world  to  live  in  without  faith. 
Not  only  is  it  impossible  to  please  God,  you  can- 
not even  please  yourself.  Without  faith  you  can- 
not find  a  reasonable  excuse  for  living  at  all.  It  is 
the  indispensable  prerequisite  to  sane  existence. 

But  why  be  so  surprised  and  upset?  This  is  not 
the  first  time  it  has  happened.  It  is  only  the  most 
recent.  It  breaks  right  into  the  middle  of  your 
experience  and  mine.  That  is  what  makes  it  so 
disturbing. 

In  this  respect  our  world  is  exactly  like  the  one 
which  troubled  a  righteous  soul  of  the  first  cen- 


tury, except  for  the  fact  that  it  did  not  trouble 
him  very  much.  He  opened  the  windows  of  his 
soul  to  the  sunlight  of  God's  love  and  he  saw 
things  as  they  were,  not  as  they  seemed  to  his 
shallow-minded  fellows.  Things  were  indeed 
shaking  and  crumbling  all  around  him  but  he 
staked  his  faith  on  the  things  which  could  not  be 
shaken  (Heb.  12:27). 

You  and  I  can  do  that  too.  We  ought  to  do  it 
more  easily  than  he  did.  We  have  more  history  to 
build  our  faith  on  than  he  had.  This  is  the  vic- 
tory that  overcomes  the  world.  E.  f. 

Mothers  and  Fathers  and  God 

The  highest  tribute  ever  paid  to  motherhood 
was  given  by  the  great  prophet  of  the  exile  when 
he  was  searching  for  something  to  illustrate  the 
imperishable  love  of  God  for  his  people.  The 
nearest  thing  to  it  that  he  could  think  of  was 
the  love  of  a  mother  for  her  child.  Even  that  was 
not  good  enough.  A  mother  may  forget,  now  and 
then  one  does,  but  God,  never.  His  children  are 
graven  on  the  palms  of  his  hands  so  he  cannot  miss 
seeing  them  every  day  (Isa.  49: 14-16). 

The  thought  of  God  as  a  father  attained  its 
highest  reaches  in  the  soul  of  Jesus.  The  word 
came  instinctively  to  his  lips,  especially  in  prayer. 
But  it  is  not  unknown  to  the  Old  Testament.  The 
God  of  the  last  book  in  it  was  a  father-creator 
(Mai.  2:10).  The  God  of  Israel's  sweet  singer 
was  like  a  father  who  pities  his  children  (Psa. 
103:13). 

It  was  natural  that  an  age  which  consigned 
women  to  a  very  subordinate  position  in  society 
should  think  of  God  in  masculine  terminology 
and  that  usage  continues  to  this  day,  though  no- 
body could  seriously  regard  God  as  subject  to  sex 
distinction  or  limitations.  It  is  a  surprise  to  most 
people  to  find  as  much  feminine  color  as  there  is 
in  the  Bible  portrayal  of  God. 

Take  that  beautiful  picture  of  the  mother  eagle 


The  Gospel  Messenger,  official  organ  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Published  weekly  by  Brethren  Publishing  House,  E.  M. 
Hersch,  General  Manager,  16  to  24  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at  $2.00  per  annum,  in  advance.  (Canada  75c  extra.)  Entered  at  the 
post  office  at  Elgin,  111.,  as  Second-class  Matter.  Acceptance  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for  in  section  1103,. 
Act  of  October  3,  1917,  authorized  August  20,   1918.     Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  10,  1941 


stirring  up  her  young  to  attempt  a  first  flight  and 
then  catching  them  with  her  wings  when  they 
would  otherwise  fall.  That  is  surely  a  bold  figure 
which  represents  God  as  in  like  manner  bearing 
upon  his  (her?)  wings,  his  own  frightened  and 
fledgeling  Israel  (Deut.  32:11;  Ex.  19:4). 

And  what  of  that  other  bold  and  beautiful  pic- 
ture of  the  mother  hen  protecting  her  brood  from 
the  gathering  darkness  or  storm,  so  like  the  Mas- 
ter's own  disappointed  longing  to  gather  the  chil- 
dren of  Jerusalem  together  under  his  wings  (Matt. 
23:37;  Luke  13:34) !  He  was  showing  that  God  is 
like  that. 

The  best  in  mothers  and  in  fathers  too  helps  us 
to  understand  God,  but  no  human  relationship  can 
explain  him  perfectly.  The  instance  cited  in  the 
first  paragraph  is  the  closest  possible  approach 
to  an  understanding  of  the  most  basic  thing  in  the 
nature  of  God,  his  unfathomable  love.  It  should 
make  all  mothers  humbly  proud  of  the  honor  thus 
done  them  and  all  the  rest  of  us  more  appreciative 
of  them. 

There  is  another  respect,  of  special  weight  right 
now,  in  which  mothers  can  best  help  us  to  know 
God.  It  is  they  who  carry  the  heaviest  part  of  the 
burdens  of  the  world.  They  can  understand  best 
how  God  feels  about  the  war  scourge  raging  so 
fiercely  and  threatening  to  engulf  us  all.  This 
is  indeed  only  a  different  aspect  of  the  point  al- 
ready noted,  for  it  is  because  they  love  their  sons 
so  much  that  the  war  threat  bears  down  most 
heavily  upon  them. 

Shall  we  not  breathe  a  prayer  of  a  little  extra 
fervency  for  the  mothers  of  the  world?  And  then 
another  one  that  all  mothers  and  fathers  may 
understand  God  better  and  work  together  with 
him  for  the  redemption  of  our  lost  world?       e.  f. 

The  Problem  Which  Is  Brother  Blank 


What  shall  we  do  with  Bro. 


-?    That  was 


the  question  propounded  by  a  church  leader  to 
whom  more  than  one  important  responsibility  has 
been  entrusted.  If  he  did  not  know  how  to  handle 
the  troublesome  brother,  who  would?  The  broth- 
er is  quite  a  problem,  there  was  no  doubt  of  that. 
His  peculiar  slant  on  religion  and  church  life 
makes  it  difficult  for  him  to  get  along  happily  with 
his  brethren. 

Like  the  lone  soldier  who  found  all  the  rest  of 
the  regiment  out  of  step,  though  marching  in 
perfect  unison  with  everybody  but  himself,  so 
this  brother  finds  something  wrong  with  the 
viewpoint  of  practically  everyone  else.  There 
would  be  little  trouble  if  he  were  willing  to  let  it 
go  at  that.    It  is  the  solemn  obligation  which  he 


feels  to  straighten  out  all  the  rest  of  us  that  keeps 
the  pot  boiling. 

The  answer  suggested  to  the  church  leader's 
question  was  that  we  shall  just  have  to  live  with 
our  overzealous  brother  with  as  much  grace  as 
possible.  Perhaps  you  can  think  of  a  better 
one,  but  those  who  know  him  best  are  convinced 
that  there  is  not  much  you  can  do  to  help  him. 
To  this  might  be  added  a  caution  not  to  take  him 
too  seriously,  more  seriously,  that  is  to  say,  than 
his  own  persistence  makes  necessary.  We  should 
of  course  have  an  open  mind,  ready  to  learn  from 
anyone.  Eccentric  and  lopsided  persons  do  some- 
times make  a  contribution  of  real  value. 

Then  there  is  always  the  rare  opportunity  for 
the  cultivation  of  patience  which  such  as  Brother 
Blank  provide.    We  can  thank  God  for  that. 

E.  F. 

He  Who  Plants  a  Tree 

He  who  plants  a  tree  may  do  quite  as  much  as 
the  knight  who  shared  his  crust.  The  poet  tells 
us  that  the  latter  feeds  three,  "himself,  his  hun- 
gering neighbor,  and  me."  The  writer  remembers 
an  English  walnut  tree  that  had  survived  much 
abuse.  At  last,  in  response  to  kind  treatment,  it 
began  to  yield  from  one  to  two  hundred  pounds 
of  nuts  per  year.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  shade 
it  furnished  and  the  beauty  it  added  to  a  certain 
local  scene.  So  far  as  we  know  it  is  still  offering 
its  triple  blessings  to  mankind — beauty,  shade  and 
fruit. 

And  now  it  is  tree-planting  time  around  the 
world — at  least  in  the  northern  hemisphere.  But 
not  everyone  can  or  will  respond.  Among  those 
who  could,  but  who  will  not,  are  the  people  who 
refuse  to  exert  themselves  if  there  is  no  promise 
of  personal  gain.  But  Johnny  Metzger  was  not  of 
this  clan.  When  well  past  eighty  he  set  out  some 
peach  trees.  His  was  a  foolish  investment  from  a 
dollars-and-cents  viewpoint.  Yet,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  Uncle  Johnny  lived  to  eat  fruit  from 
the  trees  he  planted. 

It  is  also  tree-planting  time  from  the  standpoint 
of  what  men  are  doing  to  each  other  and  to  moth- 
er earth.  God  grant  that  the  springtime  of  peace 
may  soon  come — the  time  when  men  will  sow  the 
living  seeds  in  hope  of  fruit,  not  bombs  in  the  race 
to  see  who  can  destroy  the  most.  Meanwhile 
some  few  who  are  not  completely  engulfed  in  the 
pattern  of  destruction  can  plant  trees — and  yet 
more  trees — the  symbols  of  hope  and  the  evi- 
dences of  unselfishness.  These  may  be  our  debt- 
free  gifts  to  children  who  must  pay  and  pay  for 
destruction.  h.  a.  b. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


Government 
For  the  People 


BY    JOE    VAN    DYKE 


In  our  century  the  solid  virtue  of 
patriotism,  which  is  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  one's  homeland,  is  being  re- 
placed by  nationalism,  which  is  devo- 
tion to  one's  homeland  gone  to  seed.  The  idea 
that  the  state  exists  for  the  benefit  of  us,  the 
people,  is  being  exchanged  for  the  primitive  be- 
lief that  we,  the  people,  exist  for  the  state.  Gov- 
ernment, which  once  existed  to  preserve  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  individuals,  now  demands  the 
surrender  to  the  state  of  all  such  private  posses- 
sions as  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness. 

In  the  United  States  this  regressive  philosophy 
has  not  made  the  same  headway  that  it  has  in 
other  parts  of  the  globe.  There  are  reasons  why 
it  has  not.  Such  a  fierce  nationalism  as  grew  up 
in  post-war,  Hitlerian  Germany  was  a  natural 
consequence  of  the  have-not  status  of  the  German 
people.  Such  peoples,  when  promised  economic 
salvation  in  exchange  for  their  rights  as  free  in- 
dividuals, gladly  took  the  chance.  So  desperate  a 
choice  has  not  been  offered  to  Americans  yet.  We 
have  been  too  contented  with  our  lot  as  it  is. 

But,  as  a  nation,  we  are  ambitious,  and  we  live 
in  a  world  where  unambitious  neighbors  are  no 
longer  found  except  in  deep  Africa.  The  struggle 
for  raw  materials  and  markets,  hallmark  of  the 
industrial  era,  has  become  a  life-and-death  strug- 
gle. The  nation  that  survives  this  economic  war- 
fare is  the  one  which  is  unified,  and  unity  in  our 
day  is  totalitarianism.  America  is  an  industrial 
nation.  She,  too,  must  be  strong  if  she  is  to  com- 
pete successfully.  Therefore,  they  tell  us,  we 
must  develop  nationalism  (devotion  to  the  wel- 
fare of  one's  country  at  the  expense  of  other 
countries)  in  order  to  have  a  powerful  state  which 
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can  demand  and  get  any  service  or  sacrifice  from 
its  citizens  which  is  deemed  necessary  to  main- 
tain her  world  position. 

The  American  people  are  now  on  the  threshold, 
looking  at  the  promised  and  unpromising  land. 
We  have  just  begun  to  give  up  our  liberties.  By 
our  own  choice,  through  our  elected  representa- 
tives, we  have  embarked  on  a  course  designed  to 
make  us  the  supreme  power  of  the  world,  the  one 
nation  that  can  dictate  to  the  lesser  nations  the 
terms  by  which  they  may  continue  to  exist.  To 
that  end  we  are  building  a  gigantic  land,  sea  and 
air  machine.  To  that  end  we  are  training  millions 
of  young  men  in  the  arts  of  violence  and  destruc- 
tion. To  that  end  we  are  supplying  the  sinews  of 
war  to  combatants  in  the  present  European  con- 
flict. Another  nation  threatens  to  become  the 
dominant  nation  and  that  we  cannot  permit. 
America  aspires  to  be  the  dictator  nation  of  the 
world,  and  we  call  our  aspiration  "defense  of 
democracy!" 

Maybe  this  is  a  good  choice.  Maybe  it  is  a 
lesser  evil  forced  upon  us.  Maybe  this  is  the  only 
course  left  for  us  to  follow,  the  alternative  being 
the  passive  acceptance  of  a  minor  place  in  the 
coming  world  order  with  a  reduced  standard  of 
living  for  all  of  us. 

And  maybe  this  is  the  end  of  democracy,  too, 
and  all  that  it  has  brought  into  being — the  end  of 
what  we  have  fondly  called  the  American  Way. 
For  let  us  be  clear  about  this:  if  we  are  to  assume 
the  position  of  world  domination  which  is  open 
before  us,  our  American  government  will  exist  for 
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a  new  purpose.  The  American  people  will  be  the 
tool  to  maintain  our  interests  abroad.  Govern- 
ment for  the  people,  which  in  more  or  less  pure 
forms  has  flourished  for  a  century  and  a  half,  will 
have  perished  from  the  earth. 

The  hardy  patriots  who  left  their  rocky  farms 
and  crossroads  stores  in  1775  to  fight  the  red  coats 
had  no  desire  to  set  up  a  powerful  state.  Many  of 
the  leaders  resisted  so  strenuously  the  erection  of 
a  federal  government  with  real  powers  that  it  was 
with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  a  government, 
strong  enough  to  bind  the  thirteen  states  together, 
was  authorized.  They  were  getting  rid  of  one 
tyranny;  they  did  not  mean  to  saddle  themselves 
with  a  new  tyranny  of  their  own  devising.  The 
pioneers  in  democratic  government  who  wrote  and 
ratified  our  Constitution  realized  that  true  gov- 
ernment exists  only  for  the  people — for  the  farm- 
er, for  the  city  worker,  for  the  educated,  for  the 
ignorant,  for  the  high  and  the  low.  A  good  gov- 
ernment serves  all  the  people.  Should  it  lose  that 
aim  and  become  an  end  in  itself,  a  government  has 
ceased  to  be  good.    It  deserves  to  be  scrapped. 

Some  eighty  years  after  the  founding  of  the 
American  Way  a  common  man  sat  in  the  chief 
executive's  chair.  And  because  he  was  a  common 
man  he  put  into  undying  phrases  the  political 
creed  of  the  common  man.  Our  government,  he 
said,  is  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the 
people.    We  must  not  let  such  government  perish. 

Another  eighty  years  have  passed  since  then, 
but  Abraham  Lincoln's  words  wear  well.  Ask  any 
man  who  has  his  feet  on  the  ground  and  he  will 
declare  his  faith  in  that  idea.  If  his  government 
helps  him  personally,  if  it  helps  his  friends  and 
neighbors,  then  it  is  a  good  government.  If  in- 
stead it  becomes  a  top-heavy  thing-in-itself,  de- 
manding more  and  more  in  return  for  less  and 
less,  his  loyalty  to  it  is  going  to  weaken,  die. 

Most  of  us  agree  that  anarchy  is  as  undesirable 
as  tyranny.  We  want  government,  but  we  want 
only  as  much  of  it  as  is  necessary.  We  want  gov- 
ernment to  be  a  servant,  not  a  master.  We  are 
interested  in  maintaining  a  government  which  is 
strong  enough  to  care  for  its  citizens,  but  not  in 
building  a  monstrosity  strong  enough  to  force  all 
other  nations  to  its  will.  We  are  130  million  peo- 
ple, all  giving  our  support  and  our  loyalty  to  our 
government.  We  expect  to  get  back  the  prime 
necessities  of  decent  living:  freedom  to  live  and 
work  and  play,  to  think  and  speak,  the  chance  to 
seek  happiness.  We  have  no  desire  at  all  to  com- 
pete with  Germany  for  the  privilege  of  becoming 
the  first  dictator  nation. 

As  responsible  American  citizens  it  is  our  duty 
to  understand  what  is  happening.    It  is  our  duty  to 


act  if  we  want  to  keep  our  heritage  of  freedom. 
Democracy  was  won  by  struggle;  it  can  be  lost  by 
simply  doing  nothing.  Government  for  the  people 
may  become  only  a  theory  for  our  children  to 
study  in  history  classes,  if  we  are  so  blind  as  to  let 
it  die. 

Burt,  Mich. 


The   Simple   Life   in   a  Complex  World 

BY  DE  WITT  L.  MILLER 

Second  Half 

The  things  of  this  old  world  must  take  a  second 
place  to  man  and  his  welfare.  Automobiles  must 
serve  man  and  his  good.  We  must  not  live  for  the 
sake  of  owning  an  automobile.  I  have  used  the 
automobile  as  an  example,  but  we  might  have 
used  anything.  The  thing  I  am  trying  to  say  is 
that  our  desire  for  things  must  not  become  domi- 
nant in  our  lives.  It  is  my  conviction  that  if  you 
and  I  cannot  be  happy  without  something  the 
chances  are  we  will  not  be  happy  with  it.  The 
philosophy  of  materialism  finds  expression  in  a 
desire  for  things  that  is  not  satisfied  by  their  pos- 
session. The  materialist  is  not  satisfied  with  own- 
ing a  car;  it  must  be  the  best  and  the  biggest  car. 
He  is  not  satisfied  with  owning  the  best  and  big- 
gest car;  he  must  have  two  cars.  And  so  on  it  goes. 
Happiness  and  success  in  life  consist  in  building 
a  life  out  of  what  we  have  or  are  able  to  have. 

Living  a  simple  life  in  a  complex  world  would 
consist,  therefore,  not  in  trying  to  decide  what  the 
fundamentals  of  life  are.  We  do  not  necessarily 
carry  out  the  doctrine  of  the  simple  life  by  reduc- 
ing life  to  its  basic  needs.  The  doctrine  of  the 
simple  life  consists  in  using  what  we  have,  and 
what  we  are  able  to  have,  to  the  greatest  good  of 
ourselves  and  our  fellows.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
whether  I  can  or  cannot  get  along  without  a  car; 
it  is  a  question  of  what  I  shall  do  with  a  car  if  I 
am  able  to  have  one  or  how  I  can  best  adjust  my- 
self to  my  world  if  I  am  not  able  to  have  one. 

This  will,  of  course,  involve  an  examination  of 
our  wants  and  desires.  Why  do  we  want  certain 
things?  Do  we  want  that  which  we  cannot  have? 
You  see  if  we  want  things  that  we  cannot  have  be- 
cause of  circumstances  which  we  cannot  control; 
if  we  want  things  because  others  have  them;  if  we 
want  them  to  gratify  certain  egocentric  tenden- 
cies, then  we  have  surrendered  to  the  doctrine  of 
materialism  which  holds  that  life  consists  in  the 
number  of  things  which  we  possess.  It  is  our 
capitulation  to  this  way  of  life  that  causes  us  to 
lose  ourselves  in  the  tangle  and  complexity  of 
modern  life.  It  is  the  man,  the  woman  or  the 
young  person  who  can  build  a  life  out  of  what 
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he  has  or  is  able  to  earn  for  himself  a  life 
that  is  rich  and  full  and  worth  while,  who  has  dis- 
covered the  meaning  of  the  doctrine  of  the  simple 
life. 

One  of  the  grave  dangers  of  modern  life  is  that 
we  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  have  our  lives  to 
build.  We  want  things  handed  to  us  on  a  silver 
platter.  We  want  the  world  to  give  us  our  living. 
We  want  freedom  without  discipline  and  oppor- 
tunity without  responsibility.  This  is  part  of  our 
dazed  condition  due  to  our  falling  in  love  with 
materialism.  The  simple  life  doctrine  would  re- 
call to  our  minds  certain  basic  virtues.  It  would 
demand  that  we  not  accept  anything  we  did  not 
earn.  It  would  demand  that  we  ask  for  no  easy 
road.  It  would  require  us  to  discipline  ourselves 
before  we  ask  for  freedom  and  to  prove  ourselves 
responsible  before  we  ask  for  privilege.  The  sim- 
ple life  is  the  way  of  discipline:  the  discipline  of 
self,  the  discipline  of  desire. 

And  so  the  doctrine  of  the  simple  life  would 
teach  us  to  look  at  our  world  not  with  an  antagon- 
istic outlook,  but  rather  with  the  idea  as  to  how 
we  can  best  use  what  we  have  and  what  we  are 
able  to  earn  to  the  enrichment  of  our  lives  and  the 
life  of  our  fellows. 

It  not  only  gives  us  this  point  of  view  but  it 
gives  us  the  criterion  or  the  yardstick  by  which 
we  measure  and  judge  the  use  to  which  we  put 
these  manifold  creations  of  our  modern  world. 
When  we  are  about  to  take  up  with  some  new- 
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"so  small  one  does  not  see  a  single  leaf  at  all." 


fangled  idea  or  acquire  some  new  gadget  the  doc- 
trine of  the  simple  life  would  ask  this  question: 
What  good  will  that  do  you? 

We  have  acquired  the  habit  of  asking  about  any 
given  action,  "What's  wrong  with  it?"  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  a  question  reflects  a  negative  type  of 
morality.  It  also  seems  to  me  that  it  is  based  upon 
the  conception  that  we  can  say  about  any  given 
deed  that  it  is  either  all  right  or  all  wrong.  You 
and  I  know  that  whether  or  not  it  is  right  or 
wrong  to  drive  a  car  is  determined  by  the  way  we 
drive  it  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  driven.  It 
is  also  more  to  the  point  to  ask  with  regard  to  any 
given  deed,  "What  is  right  with  it?"  A  young 
lady  said  to  me  recently,  "You  don't  think  it  is 
wrong  to  go  to  the  movies,  do  you?"  I  told  her, 
"I  don't  know.  You  see  it  depends  upon  why  you 
go,  how  often  you  go,  what  you  see  when  you  go, 
your  attitude  toward  what  you  see,  what  you  sac- 
rifice in  order  to  go  and  a  thousand  and  one  other 
things." 

We  need  to  learn  to  ask,  "What  can  this  act,  or 

New  Leaves  .  .  ,  New  Dreams 

BY   LUCILE  LONG 

And  is  this  why 

Leaves,  die? 
This  delicate  green  mist 
That  meets  the  eye? 
New  leaves  so  soft,  so  small, 
One  does  not  see  a  single  leaf  at  all — 
Only  a  sweep  of  green 
That  dims  each  scene 

And  everywhere  springs  up  to  meet  the  sky! 
Last  year  I  watched  the  old  leaves  fall 
Mourning  their  rich,  gay  colors,  all 
So  soon  to  go  to  earth. 
Now  is  this  birth 

Of  leaves  so  new,  so  beautiful,  we  fear 
Nothing  like  this  can  come  another  year! 

And  is  this  why 

Leaves  die? 

And  is  this  why 

Dreams  die? 
This  strange  new  hope  that  wakes  my  heart, 
Gladdens  my  voice? 
New  thoughts  so  shadowy,  so  sweet 
They  scarce  are  more  than  phantoms,  incomplete, 
But  still  so  rainbow-hued, 
Joyful,  imbued 

With  all  good  promises,  I  must  rejoice! 
Last  year  I  watched  my  old  dreams  perish 
Helpless  to  save  the  things  I  cherished. 
Now  they  are  dead 
Here  in  their  stead 

Are  visions  of  new  loves,  new  deeds  to  do, 
New  powers  at  work  shaping  my  life  all  new! 

This  must  be  why 

Dreams  die? 
Bridgewater,  Va. 
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this  thing,  do  to  make  my  life  richer  and  better?" 
This  is  the  way  the  doctrine  of  the  simple  life 
would  have  us  determine  our  conduct. 

And  then  some  other  questions  should  be  asked: 
"Why  do  you  want  your  vision  enlarged?  Why 
do  you  want  a  more  complete  understanding  of 
life?  Why  do  you  want  this  broader  cultural 
training?  Why  do  you  want  this  richer  Christian 
experience?"  Someone  has  said,  "The  act  of 
greatest  treason  is  to  do  the  right  thing  for  the 
wrong  reason."  And  the  doctrine  of  the  simple 
life  which  denies  to  me  the  right  to  acquire  either 
experience,  knowledge  or  things  for  their  sake 
alone,  requires  that  I  know  why  I  do  anything, 
why  I  desire  anything,  and  why  I  have  anything. 

Why  should  I  acquire  knowledge  and  truth  if 
not  to  save  another  from  error,  falsehood  and  ig- 
norance? Why  should  I  hear  a  song  and  take  it 
to  my  heart  if  not  to  share  its  music  with  another 
soul?  Why  should  I  seek  to  understand  the  mys- 
teries of  life  if  not  to  answer  the  questions  of  some 
bewildered  soul?  Why  should  I  have  a  vision  of 
God  and  a  personal  experience  of  Christ  through 
the  Hoty  Spirit  if  not  to  share  it  with  some  weary 
pilgrim  along  life's  way?  Why  should  I  have  a 
crust  if  I  am  unwilling  to  share  with  a  hungry 
brother?  Why  should  I  have  a  home  unless  I  am 
willing  to  provide  homes  for  the  homeless?  Why 
should  I  be  warm  if  I  am  unwilling  to  clothe  the 
naked  and  provide  shelter  for  those  without  shel- 
ter? 

It  is  when  you  and  I  have  acquired  a  sense  of 
values  that  will  put  spiritual  and  human  values 
first:  it  is  when  we  choose  the  experiences  and 
things  of  life  for  what  they  will  do  for  us — and 
use  them  to  enrich  other  lives,  that  we  have  found 


Bits  of  Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

A  certain  pastor  was  conducting  the  regular 
business  meeting  of  his  church.  A  local  amuse- 
ment was  being  questioned.  So  great  was  the  di- 
vision of  opinion  that  both  sides  asked  the  pastor 
to  decide. 

After  brief  reflection,  the  pastor  replied:  "I 
love  all  of  you.  I  believe  you  are  all  fine  people 
regardless  of  how  you  believe  in  respect  to  this 
matter.  With  your  permission  I  will  not  give  you 
a  definite  decision,  but  will  let  each  one  of  you 
discover  from  my  sermons  and  classes  what  you 
should  do.  However  you  may  decide,  remember  I 
am  still  your  friend  and  brother." 

Both  wise  and  brotherly! 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


the  secret  of  living  the  simple  life  not  only  in  this 
but  in  every  age. 

This  is  the  one  thing  that  is  needful.  When, we 
have  acquired  this  we  will  not  be  worried  and 
anxious  about  so  many  things. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Civilian  Public  Service  Field  Report 

BY  PAUL  H.   BOWMAN 

Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

(Note:  Mail  dealing  with  Civilian  ^Public  Service  should  be  ad- 
dressed: Civilian  Public  Service,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  337 
N.  Carolina  Ave.,  S.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C— Ed.) 

Opening  dates  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  have 
been  estimated  rather  unsuccessfully  to  date,  but  it 
seems  reasonably  sure  that  the  camps  will  open  now 
as  follows:  Patapsco,  Maryland,  will  open  with  approx- 
imately fifty  draftees  on  May  15;  Grottoes,  Virginia, 
will  open  with  approximately  fourteen  draftees  on  May 
22;  and  Lagro,  Indiana,  will  open  with  approximately 
twelve  men  on  May  22.  The  government  has  actually 
approved  these  lists  of  men  and  will  be  sending  their 
names  out  to  local  boards  to  give  notice  of  induction 
shortly. 

It  looks  as  if  the  Mennonite  and  Brethren  co-opera- 
tive camp  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  can  be  opened  June  1. 
The  work  project  here  will  be  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Forestry  Department.  The  camp  is  occupied  at 
the  present  time  by  a  CCC  unit,  but  they  will  move 
out  the  last  of  May  and  we  can  move  in  to  a  fully 
equipped  camp  the  first  of  June. 

Fifteen  men  will  be  assigned  to  the  Michigan  camp 
operated  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  in  the 
Manistee  Forest  about  June  15. 

All  sub-classes  under  I  are  eligible  for  reclassification 
under  IV-E  according  to  Selective  Service  Headquar- 
ters. If  there  are  any  conscientious  objectors  who  have 
been  placed  in  Class  I-A  or  I-B  they  should  immediate- 
ly ask  for  reclassification  into  IV-E.  Men  in  I-D  or 
I-E  as  students  available  for  military  or  limited  mili- 
tary service  should  see  their  local  boards  sometime 
before  July  1  and  ask  for  a  reclassification. 

It  is  very  important  that  all  cases  of  violations  of 
Selective  Service  regulations  be  carefully  checked  be- 
fore they  are  sent  to  either  our  office  or  the  office  of 
the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors. 
A  case  was  recently  sent  to  Selective  Service  to  be  in- 
vestigated in  which  it  seemed  that  a  registrant  had  not. 
been  given  his  legal  rights.  They,  in  checking  the  case,, 
found  that  the  facts  we  had  given  them  were  not  cor- 
rect. There  have  been  several  such  cases.  Selective 
Service  will  become  skeptical  of  the  accuracy  of  our 
facts  unless  we  are  more  careful.  They  point  out  that 
members  of  local  boards  are  serving  without  compen- 
sation and  should  not  be  asked  to  make  unnecessary 
investigations  when  a  check  on  our  part  would  show 
that  the  facts  are  different  than  a  statement  by  the 
registrant  would  indicate.  Neither  this  office  nor  the 
National  Service  Board  office  has  the  facilities  or  the 
resources  to  investigate  these  cases,  so  we  would  sug- 
gest that  when  a  complaint  is  made  it  should  be  checked 
carefully  to  see  that  it  is  accurate,  complete  and  clear. 
If  this  is  done,  we  will  secure  more  co-operation  from 
Selective  Service  and  get  quicker  action. 

All  complaints  of  violations  of  Selective  Service  reg- 
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illations  sent  to  this  office  should  include  the  name  and 
address  of  the  conscientious  objector;  name  and  address 
of  local  draft  board;  dates,  where  possible,  of  the  al- 
leged violations;  indication  whether  Form  47  has  been 
filed:  and  copies  of  any  pertinent  correspondence  with 
the  local  board. 
Bridgewater,  Va. 


Procedure  for  Inducting  Men  Into  Civilian 

Public  Service  Camps  After  They  Have 

Been  Placed  in  Classification  IV-E 

BY  M.   R.    ZIGLER 

Unless  there  is  a  change  in  government  order,  men 
will  be  inducted  into  Civilian  Public  Service  May  15. 
The  following  plan  according  to  our  present  understand- 
ing will  be  the  procedure  followed  in  inducting  men 
into  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 

1.  Local  draft  board  notifies  national  headquarters  of 
Selective  Service  System  in  Washington,  using  DSS 
Form  No.  48,  that  registrant  has  been  placed  in  classi- 
fication IV-E. 

2.  Selective  Service  System  office  in  Washington  no- 
tifies National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  in 
Washington  of  classification. 

3.  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  for- 
wards questionnaire,  NSB  Form  No.  101  to  IV-E  man. 

4.  IV-E  man  fills  out  questionnaire  and  promptly  re- 
turns it  to  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Ob- 
jectors in  Washington. 

5.  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors 
keeps  original  and  forwards  a  copy  of  such  question- 
naire to  the  proper  Civilian  Public  Service  headquar- 
ters. 

6.  The  proper  Civilian  Public  Service  office,  in  consul- 
tation with  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Ob- 
jectors, unofficially  assigns  IV-E  man  to  a  certain  camp, 
after  which  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious 
Objectors  notifies  National  Selective  Service  System  in 
Washington  of  such  unofficial  assignment. 

7.  National  Selective  Service  System,  if  it  concurs  in 
such  unofficial  assignment,  notifies  the  state  director  of 
Selective  Service  System  for  the  state  in  which  IV-E 
man  is  registered  and  orders  such  director  to  make  of- 
ficial assignment  of  such  IV-E  man  to  such  camp. 

(a)  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors 
sends  notification  of  such  official  assignment  to  the 
proper  Civilian  Public  Service  office  and  to  the  direc- 
tor of  the  camp  to  which  such  IV-E  man  has  been 
assigned. 

(b)  Camp  director  writes  letter  of  welcome  to  IV-E 
man  and  sends  him  instructions  concerning  his  pre- 
paration for  camp  life  and  service. 

8.  State  Director  of  Selective  Service  System  notifies 
the  IV-E  man's  local  board  of  such  assignment  and  or- 
ders the  board  to  call  such  IV-E  man  for  service  in  such 
camp. 

9.  Local  board  mails  IV-E  man  an  "Order  to  Report 
for  Work  of  National  Importance"  (DSS  Form  No.  50), 
ordering  him  to  report  to  the  board  on  a  designated  day 
for  transportation  to  camp.  (The  "Order  to  Report" 
should  be  retained  by  IV-E  man  during  the  entire  period 
of  his  service.) 


10.  IV-E  man  receives  "Order  to  Report"  and  pre- 
pares to  report  to  local  board  on  designated  day  for 
transportation  to  camp. 

11.  Local  board  on  designated  day  instructs  IV-E  man 
concerning  his  departure  for  camp,  pays  for  his  transpor- 
tation to  camp,  and  mails  five  additional  copies  of 
"Order  to  Report"  to  the  director  of  the  camp  to  which 
assignment  has  been  made. 

12.  IV-E  man  arrives  in  camp,  submits  to  medical 
examination  for  communicable  diseases  and  is  enrolled 
in  camp  and  becomes  a  campee. 

13.  Camp  director  endorses  all  five  copies  of  "Order 
to  Report,"  retains  one  copy  for  his  files  and  forwards 
four  copies  to  Selective  Service  System  in  Washington. 

14.  Selective  Service  System  sends  one  copy  of  such 
order  to  campee's  local  board,  one  to  the  state  director, 
retains  one  copy,  and  sends  one  copy  to  National  Serv- 
ice Board  for  Religious  Objectors. 

15.  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors 
sends  a  copy  of  such  order  to  the  proper  Civilian  Public 
Service  office  and  retains  one  copy  for  its  files. 

Any  advisers  to  our  young  men  or  young  men  them- 
selves finding  any  difficulty  in  following  through  to 
satisfactory  placement  in  classification  IV-E  for  induc- 
tion into  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  will  write  to 
Paul  H.  Bowman,  337  North  Carolina  Ave.,  S.  E.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Elgin,  III. 


A  Prayer  for  Peace 

BY  FOREST  S.  EISENBISE 

The  world  is  steeped  in  misery, 
War's  havoc  rules  the  earth; 
These  are  the  days  of  "blood  and  iron" 
Which  scorn  all  human  worth. 

There  seems  small  room  for  love  or  hope 

Among  the  sons  of  men; 

But  faithful  souls  are  praying  still 

For  peace  on  earth  again. 

Amidst  the  world's  vast  suffering 
There  move  some  little  bands, 
Who  seek  to  touch  men's  fevered  brows 
With  cooling,  gentle  hands. 

Devoted  to  the  Lord  of  Life, 
These  serve  in  Jesus'  name 
To  spread  his  gospel  of  goodwill, 
And  cherish  love's  small  flame. 

God  bless  all  such,  who  recognize 
That  God's  eternal  plan 
Embraces  all;  his  kingdom  means 
The  brotherhood  of  man. 

Lord,  fan  the  flame  of  holy  zeal 
For  righteousness  and  peace, 
That  it  may  spread  from  heart  to  heart 
And  make  all  carnage  cease  .  .  . 

Until  the  sons  of  men  are  joined, 
In  brotherhood  and  love, 
To  do  thy  holy  will  on  earth 
Like  as  in  heaven  above. 

Shaiighai,  China 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


About  the  Work 
at  Anklesvar . . . 

BY  EMMA  K.   ZIEGLER 


Anklesvar  Vocational 
School  in  1934 


In  order  to  assist  in  famine  relief,  in  evangelization, 
and  in  the  care  of  the  famine  orphans  in  1901,  a  group  of 
workers  from  other  missions  was  employed.  These, 
along  with  several  of  the  early  Bhil  converts,  formed  the 
nucleus  of  the  Anklesvar  church  which  was  organized 
in  June  of  1901  under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  S.  N.  Mc- 
Cann. 

The  boys  of  the  famine  period  remember  Bro.  McCann 
as  a  strict  disciplinarian,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
stamped  upon  their  memories  the  example  of  a  gener- 
ous and  upright  life. 

Bro.  W.  B.  Stover,  who  came  to  Anklesvar  in  1907 
with  his  family,  once  wrote  thus  about  one  of  his  exper- 
iences, "My  largest  experience  in  the  matter  of  baptisms 
was  when  on  one  Sunday  ninety-five  adults  were  bap- 
tized in  the  tank  on  the  Anklesvar  Mission  Compound." 
The  Stovers  gave  thirteen  of  the  best  years  of  their  life 
to  the  work  at  Anklesvar. 

In  1919  the  Bulsar  Girls'  School,  in  charge  of  Eliza  B. 
Miller,  was  moved  to  Anklesvar.  In  the  winter  of  1920- 
21  a  much-needed  school  building  was  erected.  For 
this,  thanks  are  due  to  the  Sisters'  Aid  Societies  of  Amer- 
ica. 

In  June  of  1924  the  Vocational  Training  School  was 
opened  with  twelve  boys  enrolled.  The  aim  of  the  school 
is  to  train  young  men  for  rural  leadership.  In  1927  the 
Rhodes  Memorial  Building,  housing  classrooms,  was  ded- 
icated with  Bro.  Otho  Winger  giving  the  dedicatory  ad- 
dress. The  money  for  this  spacious  building  was  given 
by  the  Rhodes  family  of  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  in  mem- 
ory of  the  only  son,  Floyd,  who  had  passed  away.  In 
1940,  when  this  building  had  become  too  small  for 
present  needs,  the  Rhodes  family  again  came  to  our  aid 
with  the  funds  required  to  build  two  additional  build- 
ings of  two  school  rooms  each. 

In  1936  a  new  dormitory  cottage  was  built  at  the 
Vocational  Training  School  with  funds  given  by  the 
Sassoon  David  Trust,  a  benevolent  organization  of  Bom- 
bay. An  annual  grant  of  Rs.  1,000  to  the  school  was  also 
begun  by  the  Tata  Trust,  a  benevolent  fund  set  up  by 
wealthy  Parsis  of  Bombay.  In  addition  to  this,  a  poul- 
try research  station  was  opened  at  the  school.  This  pro- 
ject is  being  financed  for  a  period  of  five  years  by  the 
Imperial  Council  of  Agricultural  Research,  after  which 
the  plant  becomes  the  property  of  the  School.    In  these 


various  ways  local  organizations  have  recognized  the 
splendid  work  which  the  Vocational  Training  School  is 
doing  for  the  uplift  of  rural  India. 


Then  and  Now  at  Dahanu 

BY  BARBARA  M.  NICKEY,  M.D. 

In  the  beginning — A  native  house  in  the  bazaar  with 
dirt  floor,  bamboo  partitions  and  poor  light,  served  as 
our  dispensary.  We  had  several  beds  for  in-patients. 
A  poor  woman  with  a  large  carbuncle  came  for  treat- 
ment. It  was  necessary  to  operate  on  her.  Having  no 
trained  assistant,  I  gave  chloroform  until  the  patient  was 
asleep,  then  handed  the  anesthetic  over  to  the  Bible 
woman,  who  had  no  medical  training.  She  dropped 
chloroform  under  my  supervision  while  I  washed  my 
hands.  We  had  the  boy  who  cleaned  the  dispensary  to 
scrub  his  hands  in  antiseptic  lotion.  He  was  to  assist  in 
the  operation.  When  he  had  them  well  scrubbed  he 
wiped  them  on  his  dhotie  (draped  trousers).  He  had  to 
scrub  again,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we 
got  him  to  keep  his  hands  surgically  clean  until  the  op- 
eration was  completed.  In  spite  of  difficulties,  the  wo- 
man made  a  good  recovery  and  was  very  grateful. 

Now — Last  week  a  woman  came  in  for  delivery.  It 
became  evident  that  delivery  could  only  be  accom- 
plished by  Caesarean  section.  With  our  American 
nurse,  staff  of  trained  nurses,  trained  anesthetist  and 
assistant,  proper  operating  room  and  equipment,  in  a 
very  short  time  all  preparations  were  ready  and  the 
operation  done.  Naturally  the  patient  is  progressing 
satisfactorily. 

Then — Patients  did  not  want  to  receive  their  medicine 
directly  from  our  hands.  Some  brought  water  along,  so 
that  if  any  water  was  needed  in  their  prescription  we 
should  use  their  water.  These  were  precautions  so  that 
they  would  not  be  defiled. 

Now — Most  of  the  patients  will  drink  our  water  and 
also  tea  that  we  make  for  them.  A  few  high  caste  pa- 
tients have  had  their  food  supplied  by  a  Christian  cook. 

In  the  summer  of  1939  the  government  graciously  put 
a  new  cement  road  from  the  railway  station  out  past  our 
compound,  thus  doing  away  with  much  of  the  dust  that 
has  been  such  a  hindrance  and  nuisance.  We  still  use 
kerosene  lanterns  to  light  our  hospital.     We  hope  that 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  10,  1941 


11 


sometime  we  may  have  electric  lights.  There  has  been 
talk  of  putting  an  electric  plant  in  the  town.  It  would 
be  a  great  boon  to  us. 


Therefore,  my  testimony  is  no  good,  for  I  neither  saw 
nor  heard  what  it  was  all  about."  If  all  had  done  as  he 
did,  no  case  would  have  developed.  This  is  a  good  les- 
son for  everyone. 


Umalla-Vali  Happenings  to  Remember 

BY  MRS.  W.  G.  KINZIE 

Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  secured  entry  for  the  Brethren  mis- 
sion into  Rajpipla  State  not  by  formal  request,  but 
through  the  door  of  social  service.  Due  to  lack  of  rain 
the  crops  of  1899  were  a  complete  failure.  The  whole 
province  of  Gujarat  was  overtaken  by  one  of  the  sever- 
est famines  of  history.  In  1901-02  an  army  of  number- 
less rats  destroyed  the  growing  crops  and  thousands  of 
deaths  and  depopulation  of  whole  villages  resulted.  In 
1903  an  orphange  building  was  begun.  It  was  filled  to 
overflowing  before  monsoon.  America's  splendid  re- 
sponse enabled  the  mission  to  help  the  starving  people  to 
the  extent  of  Rs.  16,000. 

Today  Rajpipla  State  is  proud  that  a  number  of  these 
orphans  have  returned  as  farmers,  carpenters,  teachers 
and  laborers,  with  an  intelligence  superior  to  that  of 
their  former  friends  and  neighbors.  With  their  return 
the  suspicion  died  that  some  of  these  children  had 
been  whisked  off  to  America,  and  that  others  were  cut 
up  for  extraction  of  spleen  medicine  and  eye  dope. 

1929 — Nurses  Blickenstaff  and  Wolf  took  seventeen 
children  from  the  Umalla  Baby  Home  to  the  Dahanu 
Baby  Home.  The  long  train  ride  was  a  "howling  suc- 
cess." 

1933 — In  the  evangelistic  and  rural  reconstruction 
campaign  seventy-two  villages  were  visited,  119  relig- 
ious meetings  and  sixty-eight  lectures  held,  with  an 
attendance  of  1,309  persons. 

1934 — Damadar  Pashabhai  was  elected  elder  of  the 
church  for  the  year. 

1935 — Offerings  at  Vali  for  the  year  were  Rs.  300. 

1940 — During  the  touring  season  eighty-two  persons 
were  baptized.  Miss  Eliza  Miller  left  Rajpipla  State  in 
July,  having  served  the  area  since  1932. 


Some  Vali  Church  History 

BY  SADIE  J.   MILLER 

When  missionaries  first  came  to  Vali  to  live,  they 
found  life  altogether  primitive.  Some  twenty-five  Chris- 
tians were  living  at  Vali,  but  there  was  no  church  or- 
ganization. All  houses  in  the  village  except  two  were 
huts  with  grass  walls  and  palmleaf  roofs.  On  the  plot  of 
ground  selected  for  the  location  of  the  bungalow,  there 
was  but  one  building,  and  it  was  only  a  hut.  This  hut 
was  remodeled  a  bit  and  we  lived  in  it  for  six  months. 

The  present  church  membership  in  the  immediate 
community  of  Vali  is  135,  but  there  are  about  300 
Christians  in  our  villages  who  also  belong  to  this  church. 
At  communion  time  or  other  special  meetings,  many  of 
them  come  in  to  the  compound. 

It  has  taken  years  for  this  church  to  become  a  real 
working  body.  There  have  been  and  still  are  some  out- 
standing Christians  among  us.  I  recall  at  a  church 
meeting  some  thirty  years  ago  one  man's  typical  spirit 
and  attitude.  A  difficult,  stubborn  case  was  on  in  the 
church.  Finally  one  man  was  asked  what  he  knew 
about  it.  He  stood  up  and  in  as  few  words  as  possible 
said,  "A  large  crowd  had  gathered  and  I  saw  there  was 
trouble,  so  I  ran  away  to  get  as  far  from  it  as  I  could. 


A  Haven  for  European  Refugees 

BY    EDWIN    KELLER 

The  experience  of  the  present  European  refugee  in 
America  is  not  always  a  pleasant  one.  He  is  often  un- 
able either  to  find  a  vocation  in  which  he  can  be  happy 
or  to  discover  a  congenial  social  group  to  which  he  can 
belong.  His  problem  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that 
most  Americans  either  regard  German  emigres  as  pos- 
sible fifth  columnists,  or  as  a  group  who  will  take  away 
the  jobs  of  American  workers.  And  we  who  theoreti- 
cally welcome  these  persecuted  people  are  slow  to  ac- 
cept them  completely  into  our  social  community. 

Because  of  the  resistance  of  an  established  society  to 
strangers  it  is  likely  that  the  most  satisfactory  plan  for 
taking  care  of  a  large  group  of  refugees  is  to  find  a  place 
where  they  can  form  a  new  community  without  the 
necessity  of  fitting  into  one  already  established.  That 
was  the  way  which  the  early  Pilgrims  discovered.  And 
such  a  solution  is  now  being  offered  to  present-day  vic- 
tims of  intolerance  by  the  Dominican  Republic. 

On  the  northeast  coast  of  the  island  of  the  Dominican 
Republic  is  a  fairly  rich  tract  of  land  of  26,000  acres 
which  the  Republic  has  offered  as  a  colony  for  refu- 
gees. A  corporation  in  America,  The  Dominican  Re- 
public Settlement  Association,  Inc.,  is  assisting  in  the 
settlement  of  refugees  on  this  land.  In  an  agreement 
between  the  Dominican  Republic  and  the  association,  the 
Republic  "guarantees  to  the  settlers  and  their  descend- 
ants full  opportunity  to  continue  their  lives  and  occupa- 
tions free  from  molestation,  discrimination  or  persecu- 
tion, with  full  freedom  of  religion  and  religious  cere- 
monials, with  equality  of  opportunities  and  of  civil, 
legal,  and  economic  rights,  as  well  as  all  other  rights  in- 
herent to  human  beings."  It  is  the  Settlement  Associ- 
ation's duty  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the 
refugees  and  to  assume  economic  responsibility  for  them 
until  they  become  self-supporting. 

At  the  first  of  this  year  there  were  already  300  people 
living  on  this  tract  of  land,  with  others  waiting  to 
come  as  soon  as  transportation  facilities  are  available. 
It  is  hoped  that  eventually  this  one  colony  will  include 
2,000  people.  If  it  is  successful  it  will  be  followed  by  the 
establishment  of  other  similar  communities  in  the  is- 
land republic. 

Each  family  is  given  from  six  to  ten  acres  of  land. 
In  addition  to  farming  his  own  farm,  each  man  is  to 
help  in  community  work.  A  co-operative  dairy  is  al- 
ready under  way.  Plans  are  being  made  for  various  in- 
dustries centering  around  agriculture.  Cheese  is  being 
produced  and  a  plant  for  the  extraction  of  perfume  oils 
is  being  established.  The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  helping  the  community  to  discover  what 
food  crops  will  be  most  suitable  for  the  semi-tropical 
climate. 

Every  indication  is  that  not  only  will  these  colonists 
be  self-supporting,  but  that  because  of  their  superior 
intelligence  and  their  industrious  nature,  they  will  ac- 
tually increase  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  Dominican 
Republic.  But  the  significance  of  this  new  project  is 
not  to  be  found  in  its  chances  of  economic  success.  The 
encouraging  aspect  of  this  venture  is  that  here  at  last 
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is  one  place  where  these  unfortunate  people  can  start 
life  anew  without  the  necessity  of  trying  to  fit  into  a 
suspicious  community  which  does  not  want  them,  and 
that  "'here  on  this  bit  of  land  in  the  Caribbean,  these 
men  and  women  of  more  than  a  half-dozen  nations  and 
religions  are  again  demonstrating  that  the  great  but  fad- 
ing vision  of  international  brotherhood  can  be  made  to 
work." 

Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  Pa. 


The  Leper  Colony  Thrills  Me 

"I  know  of  nothing  in  our  whole  mission  field  that 
gives  me  a  thrill  quite  as  much  as  our  leper  colony 
church.  Here  in  the  colony  we  have  more  than  600 
people,  all  of  them  with  leprosy.  Of  this  number,  some 
300  are  Mohammedans  and  pagans.  About  200  are 
baptized  Christians  and  the  remainder  are  'followers' 
in  various  stages  of  preparation  for  baptism.  Every 
Sunday  morning  and  afternoon,  these  people  gather  in 
that  church  for  services.  What  singing!  What  pray- 
ing! What  testimonies!  Of  course  you  might  not  recog- 
nize some  of  our  good  old  hymns  the  way  they  sing 
them,  but  it  is  the  spirit  with  which  they  sing  them  that 
inspires.  And  they  understand  the  spirit  of  sacrifice, 
too.  Out  of  their  scanty  subsistence  of  twelve  cents  a 
week,  they  give  a  portion  back  to  the  Lord — even  wo- 
men who  have  no  fingers  or  toes;  some  with  ulcers  all 
over  their  bodies;  some  blind,  some  halt.  But  the  re- 
ligious spirit  of  the  colony  rises  above  all  that.  They 
are  genuinely  happy  in  their  religion." — C.  C.  Heck- 
man,  Garkida,  Nigeria. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week   of  May    10-17 
Pray  for  Church  Boards  and  Committees 

"The  college  exists  for  the  student,  the  hospital  for 
the  sick,  the  charity  society  for  the  needy,  the  character 
building  agency  for  those  whose  characters  it  would 
help  to  mold,"  states  Mr.  Tead,  who  has  given  much 
study  to  the  subject  of  administration.  And  we  may 
well  add  that  the  church  organization,  the  church  com- 
mittee, the  church  board,  the  church  cabinet  exist  for 
the  sake  of  the  church.  It  is  for  the  church  that  boards 
and  committees  exist  at  all. 

Nowhere  should  one  expect  to  find  democratic  ideals 
and  democratic  methods  more  faithfully  observed  than 
among  church  boards.  The  very  nature  of  a  church  com- 
mittee demands  that  honest  sustained  effort  be  made  to 
apply  democratic  principles  in  administering  the  group's 
affairs.  That  which  Micah  says  about  doing  justly,  lov- 
ing mercy  and  walking  humbly  applies  equally  well  to 
committee  procedure.  The  golden  rule  which  reminds 
us  to  treat  others  as  we  would  have  them  treat  us  is 
apropos  on  a  board,  and  the  injunction  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves  is  intended  for  a  staff  meeting  as 
much  as  for  the  family  who  lives  across  the  garden  fence. 

It  is  true  that  not  enough  thought  and  study  have 
been  given  to  the  whole  field  of  administration.  Per- 
haps the  day  will  come  when  those  who  are  chosen  to 
serve  on  church  committees  will  have  studied  organiza- 
tion and  administration  until  they  know  the  underlying 
laws  of  satisfactory  and  efficient  service  on  a  board  or 
committee. 

The  apostle  Paul  might  well  have  been  thinking  of 
membership   on    a    church    board   when    he   said,    "My 


brethren,  be  not  many  masters."  Membership  on  a 
church  board  is  not  an  easy  place  to  fill.  The  position 
brings  its  criticism. 

Sympathetic  prayers  will  help  more  than  criticism. 
Let  us  as  members  who  long  to  have  our  church  grow  in 
every  good  way  pray  for  all  who  serve  as  committee- 
men. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

A  four-page  pamphlet  has  just  reached  us  explaining, 
the  plans  of  the  Old  German  Baptist  Brethren  Church 
for  their  conscientious  objectors.  In  this  pamphlet  we 
note  the  following  statements:  "It  was  proposed  that 
we  co-operate  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  or  oth- 
ers of  like  principles  concerning  military  training  and 
that  a  committee  of  seven  brethren  be  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  care  of  those  who  may  need 
it.  This  was  readily  accepted.  ...  It  was  the  sense  of 
the  meeting  to  give  an  expression  of  gratitude  to  the 
government  for  its  kindly  consideration  of  our  con- 
scientious convictions,  as  well  as  to  those  who  kindly 
gave  us  information  that  was  much  needed.  ...  In 
view  of  the  expense  involved,  in  setting  up  and  main- 
taining a  camp  of  our  own,  the  committee  recommends 
that  we  fit  in  and  co-ordinate  our  resources  with  an- 
other church  group  (Quakers,  Mennonites  or  Brethren) 
whose  program  includes  the  working  out  of  a  plan  ap- 
proved by  President  Roosevelt,  on  Dec.  19,  1940.  These 
groups  whose  work  will  be  co-ordinated  through  the 
National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  with  of- 
fices in  the  National  Press  Building,  Washington,  D.  C, 
under  the  direction  of  Paul  C.  French,  agree  to  finance 
within  the  limits  of  their  ability,  work  of  national  im- 
portance in  conjunction  with  various  governmental 
agencies  such  as  the  soil  conservation  service,  the  for- 
estry service  and  the  land  reclamation  service.  ...  It  is 
expected  that  a  CCC  camp  will  be  available  at  Lagro, 
Ind.,  through  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  all  our  conscientious  objector  brethren  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  should  be  concentrated  in  this  camp  at 
Lagro,  Ind.,  if  possible."  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is 
glad  to  welcome  their  boys  into  our  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  After  all,  the  word  Brethren  designates  all 
our  groups  who  look  to  Alexander  Mack  as  their  found- 
er, and  that  brotherly  spirit  has  been  abundantly  pres- 
ent in  all  the  meetings  of  the  branches  of  the  church. 

Elgin,  III. 


Woodberry,    Maryland,    Sunday    School    Supports 
Mission  Shares  Twenty  Years 

The  Woodberry  Sunday  school  has  the  record  of  faith- 
fully providing  $50  annually  for  a  definite  share  of  work 
in  the  Bulsar  station,  India,  for  twenty  years  and  in  the 
Liao  Chow  station,  China,  for  twenty  years. 

The  Share  Plan  of  support  is  an  arrangement  by 
which  a  Sunday  school  or  group  may  assume  responsi- 
bility for  a  certain  amount  of  work  in  one  of  our  mis- 
sion stations.  Each  supporter  is  issued  a  certificate 
which  continues  for  five  years.  When  the  annual  pay- 
ment is  made  a  red  seal  is  sent  to  be  affixed  to  the  cer- 
tificate which  in  most  cases  is  framed  and  hung  on  the 
classroom  or  Sunday-school  wall. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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Reflections  on  Babies 

BY  A  HAPPY  FATHER 

Wrrtten  in  Jefferson  Hospital,  Roanoke,  Va.,  at  the  time  of  a 
baby's  birth,  March  4,  1940. 

First  man  I  met,  asked,  "Are  you  joining  the  'floor 
walkers'?" 

"Yes,"  was  the  reply. 

"Ours  was  born  on  the  29th.  It's  a  boy."  This  was 
said  with  much  pride. 

The  nurses  are  nice  and  give  you  a  feeling  of  confi- 
dence— yet  the  hospital  is  a  rather  impersonal  place. 
Put  Dad  out  in  the  hall.     Can't  read — 

I  stand  around  where  I  can  observe  the  frequent  en- 
trances to  room  314.  Dr.  Grosclose  arrives.  It  seems 
all  is  going  well.  He  talks  to  people  in  the  hall.  Some 
time  later  he  enters — carefully  watching.  He  goes  and 
takes  off  his  coat — back  to  314  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
back — I  think — to  delivery  room. 

Not  much  action — must  wait  awhile.  Doctor  puts  coat 
back  on,  which  means  I  will  need  to  find  many  words  if 
I  keep  on  writing.  I  am  trying  to  keep  calm  and  not  ir- 
ritate the  nurses  by  getting  in  their  way. 

Why  all  this?  Well!  A  new  baby  is  about  to  see  the 
light  of  day — rather  electric  lights.  Again  the  wonder- 
ment— will  it  be  a  boy  or  a  girl?  Either  will  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Mother  and  I  are  more  concerned  about 
normality  and  life. 

Babies  are  wonderful — who  could  not  like  them? 
They  can  bring  parents  closer  together  and  give  them 
a  new  sense  of  the  greatness  of  God  and  human  depend- 
ence on  our  great  Maker. 

The  development  of  a  baby  from  the  uniting  of  two 
cells  remains  one  of  the  greatest  wonders  of  the  world. 

8:30  P.M. — It  is  a  long  quarter  hour  since  I  conceived 
the  idea  of  writing  to  release  tension  and  pass  the  time. 
Who  knows  but  in  such  a  moment  as  this  some  quite 
worth-while  idea  might  be  born!  Why  should  not  father 
travail  for  something  that  might  bless  the  world  while 
mother  suffers  for  our  child?  I,  too,  want  to  bless  the 
world  with  what  talent  God  has  given  me. 

May  it  be  that  this  babe  being  born  may  not  die  on  a 
battlefield,  or  from  the  indirect  results  of  this  sin  of 
man — war.  Would  that  the  forces  which  come  to  play 
on  this  life  might  direct  the  growing  personality  to  be- 
come one  of  God's  servants  who  will  help  fight  the  forces 
of  evil  and  make  the  world  a  better  place  in  which  to 
live. 

8:38  P.M. — Doctor  arrives — goes  in  room;  nurse  helps 
mother  and  she  goes  to  delivery  room.  Nothing  is  said 
to  Dad,  of  course.  He  is  of  no  value  now.  No  one 
notices  him.  Well,  why  should  not  mother  be  the  center 
of  attention?  She  is  bearing  the  burden  now — God  bless 
her  (moist  eyes). 

Just  now  I  think  of  the  first  born,  Barbara  Gray,  asleep 
with  Grandmother  and  Lois.  Understanding,  sympa- 
thetic and  helpful  ones  make  life  worth  living — and  give 
security.  Barbara  has  been  a  great  joy  and  blessing  to 
our  union. 

8:43  P.M. — Doctor  comes  out  and  goes  now  into  the  de- 
livery room  with  the  saintly  white  garb.  He  is  a  mes- 
senger of  God  for  us  this  hour.  Would  it  not  be  a  great 
blessing  to  Christ  and  the  kingdom  if  more  of  the  M.D.'s 


James  Bentley  Peters,  March  4,  1941 

could  go  about  their  sacred  tasks  with  a  consciousness 
of  their  relationship  to  God?  Yes,  with  a  more  genuine 
desire  to  serve  humankind — and  less  thought  of  material 
gain?     God  hasten  the  day  when  this  will  be  true. 

Mother  is  doing  well  and  the  news  which  will  gladden 
human  hearts  will  soon  be  announced — yet  the  news 
could  be  sad.     God  forbid — if  it  be  thy  will. 

8:47  P.M. — There  is  not  much  to  say  now.  This  is  a 
period  of  waiting.  ...  I  stop  writing  and  meditate. 

9:10  P.M. — Waiting.  Nurses  emerging  from  delivery 
room  and  returning — service  for  those  who  need  it. 

9:35  P.M. — Dr.  Grosclose  comes  from  delivery  room. 
"Mr.  Peters,  you  have  a  son.  Everything  is  going  fine. 
You  can  see  them  in  a  few  minutes." 

James  Bentley  Peters  was  born  9:22  P.M.  March  4, 
1940,  while  mother  was  asleep  from  anesthetics  and  Dad- 
dy was  writing  to  pass  the  time. 

Welcome,  son,  into  our  home.  Meet  your  sister  Bar- 
bara Gray  and  may  you  both  grow  to  be  useful  persons. 


I  Am  Anchored 

BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 

"Children  are  the  anchors  that  hold  a  mother  to  life." 

— Sophocles. 

A  neighbor  came  to  the  door  one  morning  and  greeted 
me  with,  "Do  you  know  anyone  you  like  better  than 
yourself?" 

"You  silly  woman,"  I  exclaimed,  laughingly — and  she 
came  in  and  we  talked  of  other  things. 

I  was  a  busy  person.  Alone  again  I  hustled  a  custard 
pie  into  the  oven,  hung  up  some  clothes  to  dry,  then 
wrote  until  time  for  Jean  and  me  to  sit  down  to  lunch. 
She  was  just  old  enough  to  be  coming  to  the  table  with 
me  and  I  was  proud  of  her  growing  up  so  splendidly.  I 
had  so  much  for  which  to  be  thankful,  so  much  to  be 
working  with  and  working  for.  As  we  sat  there  we 
were  very  quiet  because  Jean  wasn't  able  to  eat  and 
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talk  too.  My  mind  went  on  and  on — and  my  neighbor's 
question  of  the  morning  kept  coming  back.  "Was  there 
anyone  I  like  better  than  myself?"  My  neighbor  had 
children —  didn't  she  know?  Of  course  she  did.  My 
life  was  dated — before  I  was  a  mother,  and  afterwards. 
Things  would  never  be  the  same  again;  I  would  never 
be  the  same  again.  My  eyes  had  become  mother-eyes, 
my  ears,  mother-ears.  I  was  anchored.  That  was  it. 
And  Jean  was  the  anchor.  She  fixed  my  goal;  she  was 
my  standard,  my  measuring  rod  and  my  mirror.  She 
had  put  a  peculiar  and  definite  strength  and  power 
where  there  was  no  need  for  them  before. 

To  me  in  days  of  trouble  and  anxiety  she  is  a  God- 
send, a  lifesaver.  Her  very  sparkling  presence  makes 
her  a  companion,  worth  while  and  sincere.  I  do  not 
mean  that  Jean  is  to  use.  She  is  merely  giving  me  all 
without  an  effort,  without  knowing  she  is  giving  any- 
thing; but  she  gives  me  a  security  and  solid  footing  at 
the  times  when  all  else  is  seemingly  wiped  away. 

On  her  account  the  roots  grow  deeper.  She  is  a  de- 
ciding factor  in  cementing  our  home.  She  is  an  incen- 
tive for  keeping  my  individuality  and  for  growing  and 
broadening. 

Her  unspoken  advice  is  to  crowd  every  bit  of  living 
into  the  now.  There  are  hearts  and  minds  to  live  with 
as  well  as  budgets;  and  memories  and  foundations  are 
being  laid  and  built,  she  tells  me.  Ours  is  a  joyous 
companionship.  She  teaches  me  to  live  today  instead 
of  setting  my  mouth  in  a  fine  line  of  grim  determination 
intent  on  arriving  at  some  place  at  some  particular 
time,  and  forgetting  the  now.  She  keeps  me  conscious 
that  I  must  pass  over  the  unimportant  with  a  laugh  and 
stress  the  important  with  a  quiet  seriousness;  that  it  is 
necessary  to  leave  out  the  sharp  corners  and  petty  angles 
from  my  daily  training  and  association  with  her. 

To  train  a  child  takes,  first  of  all,  constant  self- 
training.  There  is  no  way  to  reach  my  goal  with  Jean 
save  through  the  endless  working  of  a  system  of  self- 
analysis  and  self-interest  that  takes  all  the  wisdom,  the 
warmth  of  heart,  the  breadth  of  mind  and  good  humor  I 
can  muster  up.  It  is  a  planned  business  for  every  day 
which  calls  for  prayer  and  hard,  intelligent  study  and 
work.  It  is  my  privilege  and  my  adventure  to  guard 
and  guide  her  so  that  she  will  have  the  proper  tools  with 
which  to  do  her  work — to  go  with  her  head  up,  her 
shoulders  proud,  her  eyes  fearless  and  full  of  wonder, 
and  her  outlook  on  life  fresh  and  confident. 

Yes,  it  is  my  job.  No  one  else  can  do  it  for  me.  She 
is  the  anchor  that  holds  me  to  it. 

For  her  sake  I  must  make  my  own  life  worth  sharing 
with  her.  I  am  thankful  for  her  beside  me  to  teach  me 
and  keep  me  ever  growing — to  keep  me  up  on  my  toes 
every  minute,  interested,  alive,  contented  and  lovely. 
She  is  my  mirror  and  I  am  particular  about  those  re- 
flections that  come  back  to  me.  From  a  pleasant  and 
secure  home,  from  my  smiling  gallantry,  my  sympathy, 
my  wise  leadership  and  example,  my  faith  and  my 
teaching  of  that  Greatest  Love  of  all,  I  must  help  her 
to  dream  and  build,  to  learn  values,  and  to  go  out  to 
dare  and  dare  and  dare. 

A  ship  is  at  anchor  when  it  is  fixed  by  some  means  to 
shore,  or  when  made  fast  to  a  buoy,  itself  fixed  to  soil, 
or  when  it  is  moored  to  a  dock.  To  become  a  mother  is 
"to  come  to  anchor." 

Oregon,  111. 


Thank  God  for  Happy  Homes 

BY    LILLIAN   BRUNER 

With  so  much  toil  and  strife  in  the  world,  with  so 
many  thousands  of  homes  being  destroyed  and  broken 
up,  let  us  take  time  from  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  daily 
living  to  thank  God  for  the  blessing  of  his  guiding  hand 
in  this  life's  greatest  retreat —  a  happy  Christian  home. 
For  a  home  to  be  happy,  it  must  first  be  Christian. 

It  is  natural  for  every  young  woman  to  dream  about 
and  look  forward  to  a  home  of  her  own.  It  is  natural 
for  every  young  man  to  labor  and  save  to  make  this 
dream  come  true.  "Home  ain't  a  place  that  gold  can 
buy  or  get  up  in  a  minute.  Afore  it's  a  home  there's 
got  t'be  a  heap  o'livin  in  it."  Home  is  a  refuge  from 
care,  the  center  of  our  life,  and  it  should  bring  content- 
ment, happiness  and  cherished  memories. 

As  we  count  up  life's  blessings  a  happy  home  heads 
the  list.  The  home  is  the  greatest  institution  produced 
in  all  ages.  It's  influence  molds  the  plastic  human  clay 
swaying  the  course  of  human  progress  in  the  universe. 

If  each  member  of  the  home  would  take  as  his 
motto: 

J  esus — first 
O  thers — second 
Y  ourself — last 
it  would  spell  joy  for  every  member  of  the  household. 

We  somehow  think  of  the  home  creator  as  the  wife 
and  mother.  Wife  life  in  its  highest  sense  is  beautiful. 
A  good  wife  is  a  man's  greatest  blessing.  The  good 
wife  makes  an  ideal  mother.  She  establishes  a  beauti- 
ful relationship  with  her  children.  The  atmosphere 
which  she  creates  lifts  her  husband  up  to  bigger  and 
better  work.  Her  pattern  of  life  rings  true  at  all  times. 
"She  who  does  her  best  to  make  her  home  all  that  God 
dreams  for  it  to  be,  has  accomplished  one  of  the 
greatest  achievements  of  a  life  time."  But  she  is  only 
able  to  do  this:  first,  through  much  prayer  and  consecra- 
tion; second,  with  the  tender  love  and  affection  of  her 
husband.  His  true  love  and  caresses  stimulate  her  to 
higher  and  nobler  living.  She  who  receives  but  the 
husks  of  lust  is  building  on  a  tottery  foundation.  The 
husband  plays  a  very  important  role  in  the  creation  of 
a  home.  Too  often  we  think  of  him  merely  as  a  meal 
ticket,  forgetting  his  real  mission.  We  are  heedless 
of  his  trials  and  struggles  as  he  plods  along  day 
after  day  smoothing  the  way  for  his  loved  ones.  The 
mother  and  father  must  join  hands  to  build  a  firm  foun- 
dation for  the  little  buds  in  the  garden  of  love.  It  does 
take  the  presence  of  little  children  to  make  the  home 
complete.  But  these  little  ones  must  have  a  feeling  of 
love  and  security  if  they  are  to  grow  into  wholesome 
boys  and  girls  and  young  men  and  women. 

Let  us  pause  at  this  shrine  of  childhood  and  think  of 
the  mothers  and  fathers  in  other  lands.  Many  have 
had  to  send  their  children  far  away,  not  seeing  them 
for  months;  or  lacking  the  privilege  of  sending  them 
away,  may  see  them  maimed  or  hungry.  Just  what 
would  you  take  for  that  rosy  cheeked,  chubby  cherub? 
How  thankful  we  should  be  for  our  precious  jewels  and 
their  comparative  safety! 

May  our  training  be  such  as  they  grow  up  and  go 
forth  into  the  world  that  they  will  perpetuate  the  prin- 
ciples and  ideals  we  have  tried  to  instill  into  them. 

We  should  thank  God  for  each  member  of  our  house- 
hold, for  the  physical  comforts  of  our  homes,  for  the  in- 
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spiration    and   mutual   helpfulness    our    association    to- 
gether brings. 

May  God's  blessing  rest  upon  each  home. 

Rockwood.  Pa. 

■  ♦  ■ 

Stewardship  Nuggets 

BY  HOWARD  H.  KEIM,  JR. 

A  group  of  schoolboys  thought  they  would  play  a 
trick  on  their  biology  teacher.  They  created,  with  the 
assistance  of  much  glue  and  thread,  a  very  unusual  bug. 
They  used  the  body  of  a  moth,  legs  of  a  grasshopper, 
wings  of  a  butterfly,  and  head  of  a  beetle.  As  they 
presented  the  specimen  they  said,  "Professor,  can  you 
tell  us  what  kind  of  a  bug  this  is?" 

"Where  did  you  find  it?"  he  asked. 

"In  the  open  field,"  they  responded. 

Then  said  the  professor,  "Did  the  bug  hum  when  you 
were  catching  it?" 

"Oh,  yes,"  answered  the  leader  of  the  boys,  glancing 
meaningfully  at  his  companions. 

"That  being  the  case,  it  seems  evident,"  announced 
the  professor,  "that  we  have  here  a  perfect  specimen  of 
humbug." 

Some  people  seem  to  think  they  are  tricking  God. 
They  patch  together  a  jumbled  assortment  of  trivial  re- 
ligious mechanics  and  present  their  ingenious  creation 
to  God,  in  the  name  of  stewardship.  In  reality  they 
trick  no  one  but  themselves.    The  humbug  which  they 


present  to  God  finally  appears  real  to  them  and  damns 
their  souls. 

The  Pharisee  of  old  presented  to  God  a  tithe  of  all 
his  little  garden  vegetables.  But  during  the  daily  inter- 
course of  life  he  robbed  widows,  devoured  property  of 
the  poor,  and  left  life's  battered  unfortunates  by  the 
roadside  to  perish.     Mercy  and  love  were  forgotten. 

Today,  likewise,  many  people  pretend  to  be  good 
stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God  by  giving  an  oc- 
casional nickle,  dime,  or  quarter,  an  hour's  service,  a 
visit  to  the  sick.  These  are  all  good,  but  not  good 
enough.  We  may  fasten  these  and  other  miscellaneous 
acts  of  benevolence  together  and  present  them  to  the 
Lord  in  the  name  of  stewardship.  If  we  have  ears  open 
to  the  spiritual,  we  can  hear  God  say,  "Humbug!  Woe 
unto  you  scribes  and  Pharisees  hypocrites." 

No  one  is  a  true  steward  of  God  till  he  learns  to  dedi- 
cate his  all  to  the  heavenly  Father,  and  then  proceeds 
systematically,  regularly  and  religiously  to  separate  a 
worthy  portion  of  his  income  for  direct  kingdom  pro- 
motion. God's  Word,  both  Old  Testament  and  New 
Testament,  recommends  that  the  separated  portion  be  a 
tenth.  But  it  must  never  become  mechanical.  We  dare 
not  forget  justice,  mercy  and  love.  Some  will  be 
prompted  by  these  motives  to  give  more  than  a  tenth. 
Whatever  is  given  by  the  true  steward  will  be  sug- 
gested by  love  and  followed  by  justice  and  mercy. 

Huntington,  Ind. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday.  May  11 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  The  Responsibility  of  the  Home 
Regarding  Beverage  Alcohol.— Deut.  6:4-7;  Jer.  35:5-10. 
Golden  Text,  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go 
and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.  Prov. 
22:6. 

Christian  Workers.  Chapters  from  "The  Home  Beau- 
tiful"— Chalmers. 

B.Y.P.D.,  The  Christian  Plans  His  Budget. 

Intermediates.  God  in  My  Home. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Inglewood  church,  Calif. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Gratis  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Henry 
Mankey,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Rice  Lake  church,  Wis.,  Bro.  C. 

A.  Bryan,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Freeport  church,  111.,  Bro.  Clar- 
ence Fike,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Bellwood  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Clyde  Bush,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Fairchance  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J. 
Ewing  Jones,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Boiling  Springs  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  Albert  Cook,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Fostoria  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  J. 
Edson  Ulery,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Huntington  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  pastor. 

Forty-three  baptized  in  the  Wenatchee  Valley  church, 
Wash.,  Bro.  W.  T.  Luckett,  pastor. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Dallas  Center  church,  Iowa, 
Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman,  pastor-evangelist. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Waterford  church,  Calif., 
Bro.  C.  H.  Cameron,  pastor-evangelist. 

Six  baptized  and  nine  received  by  letter  in  the  Nampa 
church,  Idaho,  Bro.  M.  S.  Frantz,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Empire  church,  Calif.,  and 
others  await  the  rite,  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  Glen  M.  Baird,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  eleven  received  by  letter  at  the 
Rockford  church,  111.,  Bro.  Carl  Smucker,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Two  baptized  and  three  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  Lincoln  church,  -Nebr.,  Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  pastor- 
evangelist. 

One  received  through  confession  and  previous  bap- 
tism and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Payette  Valley 
church,  Idaho. 

Ten  baptized,  ten  received  by  letter  and  one  received 
by  statement  in  the  Fort  Wayne  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Van 

B.  Wright,  pastor. 


Two  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Spring- 
field church  (N.E.),  Ohio,  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized,  three  received  on  former  baptism  and 
one  received  by  letter  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa, 
Bro.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Ellisforde 
church,  Wash.,  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist;  Bro. 
Clement  E.  Bontrager,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized,  two  received  on  former  baptism  and 
one  reconsecrated  in  the  White  church,  Ind.,  Brother 
and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the 
Frederick  City  church,  Md.,  Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg, 
evangelist;  Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray   for   the   success   of  these  meetings? 

Bro.  J.  E.  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  May  25,  in  the 
Marilla  church,  Mich. 

Bro.  Moyne  Landis  of  Pierceton,  Ind.,  Aug.  11-24,  in 
the  Fairview  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Walter  Hartman  of  Annville,  Pa.,  May  25  to  June 
8,  in  the  Mingo  church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins.  May  26,  in  the 
English  Prairie  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  May  12-25, 
in  the  Center  Hill  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Merle  Detwiler  of  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  May 
19-25,  in  the  Riddlesburg  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Africa  has  chosen  Eld.  H.  Stover  Kulp  as  Standing 
Committee  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  is  scheduled  to  speak  over  WKPA 
(1200  to  1300),  New  Kensington,  Pa.,  May  18,  2:00  P.M. 
eastern  standard  time. 

Second  Virginia  has  chosen  Elders  Murray  L.  Wagner 
and  O.  S.  Miller  to  represent  the  district  on  the  La 
Verne  Standing  Committee.     , 

Bro.  W.  R.  Argabright  has  returned  to  a  former  pas- 
torate and  his  address  is  changed  accordingly  from  Car- 
thage to  Deep  water,  Mo.,  R.  1. 

Middle  Maryland  has  selected  as  Standing  Committee 
delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  Eld.  C.  F.  Hol- 
sopple,  with  Eld.  Roy  K.  Miller  as  alternate. 

Prof.  W.  W.  Peters  of  Manchester  College  has  accepted 
a  call  to  the  presidency  of  McPherson  College.  Both 
the  man  and  the  institution  have  our  hearty  congratu- 
lations. 

Eastern  Maryland  has  selected  Elders  I.  S.  Long  and 
Joseph  Bowman  as  Standing  Committee  delegates  to 
the  La  Verne  Conference,  with  Elders  William  Kinsey 
and  George  A.  Early  as  alternates. 

The  Daryl  M.  Parkers  write  to  say  their  mail  should 
be  addressed  during  June  in  care  of  H.  C.  Parker,  1432 
E.  Maple  St.,  Glendale,  Calif.;  after  July  1,  in  care  of 
the  Methodist  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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Bro.  J.  Ray  Klingensmith  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  General 
Secretary  for  Brethren  Church  activities  centering  there, 
was  a  recent  visitor  at  the  Publishing  House  and  ex- 
tended his  greetings  to  the  Messenger  offices. 

The  morning  of  May  1  the  mission  offices .  received 
word  from  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  at  Pottstown,  Pa.,  that 
his  good  mother  had  passed  into  rest  the  preceding 
night.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  last  Sunday  afternoon. 
It  will  be  one  source  of  comfort  to  the  missionary  son, 
though  by  no  means  the  greatest,  that  he  could  realize 
his  hope  to  get  home  from  Africa  in  time  to  greet  his 
long  afflicted  mother  with  a  face-to-face  farewell. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

McPherson  College  has  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the 
Institution's  latest  annual  catalogue.  The  same  reward 
is  ready  for  three  other  colleges  if  they  choose  to  favor 
our  files  in  like  manner. 

Notice  to  ministers  desiring  to  serve  as  farmer-minis- 
ters. Several  churches  have  indicated  that  they  have 
farms  on  which  ministers  could  locate  and  earn  a  share 
of  their  income  by  farming.  Any  one  interested,  please 
write  to  the  General  Ministerial  Board,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111. 

Three  ashrams  are  planned  for  this  summer:  July 
18-30,  Occidental  College,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  Aug.  1-15, 
Blue  Ridge,  N.  C;  Aug.  15-29,  Westminster  Lodge,  Sau- 
gatuck,  Mich.  For  further  information  write  Jesse  M. 
Bader,  Department  of  Evangelism,  297  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

On  June  1  at  Camp  Mack  will  occur  a  state-wide  fel- 
lowship of  Historic  Peace  Churches.  The  afternoon 
program  will  be  addressed  by  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  our 
group,  Dean  Harold  I.  Bender  of  the  Mennonites  and 
Errol  T.  Elliot  of  the  Friends.  W.  I.  Duker  of  the  Breth- 
ren will  close  the  meeting.     All  are  welcome  to  attend. 

The  Gish  Fund  Committee  announces  that  the  new 
book  by  H.  A.  Brandt,  Meet  Henry  Kurtz,  has  been 
placed  on  the  Gish  Fund  list  as  number  282.  It  is  now 
available  to  ministers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  Gish  price  of  50c.  A  review  of  the  book  appeared  on 
page  17  of  the  April  5  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

Many  requests  have  been  received  for  a  catalog  of 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House.  A  new  issue  has  been 
in  the  making  for  several  months.  It  is  now  in  press 
and  should  be  out  in  a  few  weeks.  We  propose  to  send 
a  copy  to  each  Gospel  Messenger  subscriber,  so  if  you 
are  now  receiving  the  Gospel  Messenger  you  will  auto- 
matically receive  a  copy  of  our  new  catalog  without 
further  request. 

Time  is  an  important  factor  in  getting  Gospel  Messen- 
ger subscriptions  on  our  mailing  lists.  The  printing  of 
the  paper  begins  about  two  weeks  before  the  publica- 
tion date.  At  that  time  we  estimate  our  requirements, 
so  print  that  number.  New  names  are  being  added 
daily  to  our  mailing  lists,  hence  it  can  happen  that  more 
names  appear  at  the  time  of  mailing  than  we  had  esti- 
mated, so  someone  will  need  to  be  left  out.  We  started 
with  22,500  papers  weekly  and  are  now  printing  about 
30,000  copies.  Therefore  to  assure  subscribers  getting 
their  papers  regularly  renewals  should  be  in  our  hands 
at  least  three  weeks  prior  to  expiration  dates  and  new 
subscribers  should  allow  at  least  three  weeks  before 
expecting  their  first  copies.  Most  magazines  require 
four  weeks  to  add  subscribers  or  renew  subscriptions. 


Sunday,  June  8,  the  Brethren  in  Christ  will  be  holding 
their  annual  conference  at  Camp  Mack.  Many  of  our 
people  will  attend  this  conference,  June  4-9. 

The  dedication  of  a  new  home  can  be  a  beautiful 
and  impressive  ceremony.  A  correspondent  writes  us 
of  one  such  at  the  newly  established  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  L.  D.  Rose  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  all  the  more 
significant  now  that  Sister  Rose  has  been  charged  with 
the  added  responsibilities  of  an  elder's  wife. 

This  evening.  May  10,  the  Dunnings  Creek  congrega- 
tion of  Middle  Pennsylvania  begins  a  series  of  anni- 
versary services,  the  first  four  at  the  Point  house;  Tues- 
day to  Friday  evenings  at  New  Paris;  last  four  at  Hol- 
singer  church  closing  Sunday  evening,  May  18.  Mis- 
sionary Ida  Shumaker  and  Pastor  L.  R.  Holsinger  are 
among  the  speakers.  Inquire  on  the  spot  for  more  de- 
tails. 

•  •       • 

Conference  Business 

Eastern  Maryland 

Since  the  Annual  Conference  has  authorized  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  as  a  part  of  the  installation  service  for 
the  office  of  deacon,  thus  implying  that  its  function  is  of 
major  importance  in  the  life  of  the  church,  we,  the 
elders  of  the  district,  request  the  Annual  Conference  of 
1941,  through  the  District  Meeting  of  Eastern  Maryland, 
to  authorize  and  provide  for  a  careful  study  of  the 
deaconship  with  special  reference  to  its  place,  function, 
and  duties  in  the  church  of  today.  If  the  study  con- 
cludes that  the  office  should  be  preserved,  the  committee 
is  requested  to  recommend  ways  and  means  for  restor- 
ing the  office  to  a  position  of  influence  and  service  within 
the  church. 

Passed  to  Annual  Conference. 

•  •       • 
With  Our  Schools 

La  Verne  College 

Four  college  students  were  baptized  by  Dr.  Kurtz  dur- 
ing the  Easter  season. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Saraiian,  professor  of  education,  is  the 
author  of  the  leading  article  in  the  April  19  issue  of 
School  and  Society.  The  article  is  entitled,  Education 
and  a  New  Formalism. 

Dean  Lorell  Weiss  attended  a  recent  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  in  Elgin. 
He  also  represented  La  Verne  at  a  meeting  of  deans  and 
counselors  of  men  held  at  the  University  of  California 
in  Berkeley. 

The  Association  of  Colleges  and  Universities  of  the 
Pacific  Southwest  held  their  spring  meeting  on  our 
campus  on  Saturday,  April  19.  President  C.  Ernest 
Davis  was  elected  second  vice  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion for  the  coming  year. 

The  special  chapel  service  on  March  27,  commemo- 
rating the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  purchase  of  the 
original  college  property,  was  addressed  by  Dr.  S.  J. 
Miller,  President  Emeritus.  Representatives  of  the 
families  of  each  of  the  founding  fathers — Henry  Kuns, 
David  Kuns,  Samuel  A.  Overholtzer,  and  Daniel  Houser 
— attended  the  service.  A  relative  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Garst, 
first  president,  and  two  of  the  first  students,  Miss  Jennie 
Stoner  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Kuns  Williams,  were  also  in 
the  audience. 

(Continued  on  Page  23) 
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What  About  Our  Homes?  ■ . . 


Demoralizing  Influences  in  the  Home 

By  Mrs.  V.  F.  Schwalm,  McPherson,  Kansas 

By  request  I  am  writing  about  the  disruptive  influ- 
ences affecting  family  life.  It  would  be  more  pleasant 
to  think  and  write  on  the  positive  side,  but  that  will  be 
done  by  others. 

In  the  cities  members  of  the  family  rarely  work  or  eat 
together.  Father  goes  to  the  store,  son  has  a  job  at  the 
newspaper  office,  daughter  works  at  the  soda  fountain 
and  mother  has  membership  in  a  number  of  clubs.  Their 
lunch  and  dinner  hours  do  not  coincide.  At  night  they 
find  their  diversions  in  different  ways.  Their  vacation 
periods  do  not  coincide  either,  so  the  sense  of  family 
solidarity  does  not  exist.  They  do  not  understand  each 
other.    Their  intimate  sense  of  belonging  is  nonexistent. 

Into  this  home  come  the  daily  papers,  a  number  of 
secular  magazines,  and  there  are  two  or  three  radios. 
The  motion  picture  provides  entertainment  for  son  and 
daughter  and  occasionally  for  mother  and  father.  Their 
lives  are  constantly  impinged  upon  by  a  secular,  not  to 
say  a  worldly  point  of  view.  Family  prayers  are  not 
heard  of;  Scripture  reading  is  not  regularly  practiced; 
life  is  a  hurried,  feverish,  onrushing  affair,  without 
depth,  peace  or  happiness. 

The  books  and  magazines  in  a  home  are  somewhat 
of  an  index  to  the  inner  life  of  those  who  live  there. 
"As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart  so  is  he."  Consciousness 
tends  to  express  itself.  Much  popular  modern  fiction 
with  its  eternal  triangle,  seasoned  with  highly  stimulat- 
ing sex  materials,  is  destructive  of  the  finest  sentiment 
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of  pure  love  and  the  sweetest  family  ties.  I  wonder  if 
the  reading  we  moderns  do  is  not  very  often  at  the 
bottom  of  broken  and  unhappy  homes! 

In  a  society  geared  to  the  speed  of  gasoline  and  elec- 
tricity there  are  often  frayed  nerves  and  weary  minds. 
It  is  easy  to  forget  the  common  courtesies  and  to  speak 
in  harsh  and  impatient  tones.  Soft  voices,  kind  words, 
and  sincere  appreciation  are  builders  of  happy  homes 
and  gentle  lives. 


Destructive  Forces  in  the  Home 

By  Mrs.  Levi  Shively,  Muncie,  Indiana 
What  is  happening  in  our  American  homes?    Do  these 
life  situations  sound  familiar?     It  must  have  happened 
in  the  house  next  door! 

"But,  dad,"  fussed  Bill,  "why  can't  I  take  the  car? 
All  of  the  other  fellows  get  their  cars.  Their  'old  men' 
aren't  so  tight." 

"You  see,  madam,  even  if  you  don't  have  the  money 
now,  you  needn't  wait  to  buy.  We  sell  on  the  easy  in- 
stallment plan.  If  you  want  it,  pay  us  just  $2  now  and 
we'll  deliver  it  tomorrow.  Then  you  only  have  to  pay 
$1  a  week.  Isn't  that  easy?  You  can  buy  all  of  your 
furniture  and  clothes  that  way  now." 

Two  months  later:  "I'm  sorry  to  have  to  take  it, 
madam,  but  you  haven't  made  your  weekly  payments." 

"Now  look  here,  Sarah,"  shouted  her  husband.  "Who 
pays  the  bills  anyway?  Who  earns  the  money?  You 
don't!  So  you  think  you  do  enough  work  to  have  a 
little  to  say,  do  you?  Bah!  I  could  do  in  an  hour  all 
you  do  in  a  day.    I  earn  the  money  and  I'll  spend  it!" 

Beulah  McGraham  was  granted  a  divorce  from  John 
McGraham.  The  custody  of  the  three  children  was 
given  to  the  mother  and  the  father  was  given  the  priv- 
ilege of  visiting  the  children  at  specified  times.  "I 
never  grant  a  divorce  to  parents,"  said  the  judge,  "with- 
out feeling  a  heavy  responsibility.  You  may  be  able 
to  adjust  yourselves  to  this  new  life,  but  your  children 
are  going  to  suffer.  It  isn't  fair  to  them.  It  is  from 
broken  homes  that  we  get  the  most  of  our  juvenile 
delinquents.    May  God  forgive  you!" 

We  hear  childish  voices.  "Oh,  Bob,  I  wish  I  could 
come  to  your  house  oftener." 

"Why?" 

"Because  it  is  so  nice  here.  Your  mother  is  so  good 
to  us.  Mom  goes  to  her  card  parties  and  when  I  go 
home  from  school  there  is  no  one  there.  She  doesn't 
keep  our  house  nice  and  clean  like  yours  either,  and 
never  has  time  to  play  with  us.  She  was  awful  sick 
when  she  came  home  the  other  day  and  daddy  said 
she  drank  too  many  cocktails.  I  didn't  ask  any  ques- 
tions." 

"But,  Jane,  Mildred  is  just  no  help  to  me  at  all.  She 
doesn't  like  home  duties  and  I'd  rather  do  them  my- 
self than  continually  ask  her  to  help.  She  hates  to 
spoil  her  finger-nail  polish  so  I  always  wash  the  dishes. 
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I  just  love  to  work  for  my  family.    They  should  have  a 
good  time  for  they  are  young  only  once." 

Betty  is  being  coaxed  by  the  boy  friend. 

"Qh,  come  on,  Betty.  Be  a  good  sport.  It  won't  hurt 
you  to  go  to  that  roadhouse  once  in  your  life.  .  .  .  But 
you  don't  need  to  tell  your  mother.  .  .  .  It's  too  cold  to 
sit  out  here  in  the  car  and  there  isn't  any  other  place 
to  go." 

"Gee,  dad,  did  you  say  you  always  went  along  to 
church  with  grandpa  when  you  were  little?" 

"Yes,  Jimmy,  but  when  I  got  old  enough  to  be  my 
own  boss,  I  quit.  And  when  you  get  older  you  can 
choose  your  religion,  if  you  want  any.  I  doubt  if  it 
is  worth  anything  anyway." 


Building  Forces  in  the  Home 

By   Sara   Halladay,   North    Manchester,    Indiana 

No  institution  or  society  has  yet  appeared  which  can 
take  the  place  of  the  home  in  building  a  good  citizenry 
and  Christlike  society.  We  are  conscious  of  the  many 
destructive  forces  at  work  in  each  of  our  own  commun- 
ities; and  the  influence  of  good  home  life  and  teaching 
becomes  increasingly  necessary.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  has  always  placed  a  great  deal  of  emphasis  on 
home  training.  It  is  a  commonplace  of  education  today 
that  to  produce  any  sort  of  character  in  children  they 
must  be  surrounded  with  the  right  environment.  No 
matter  how  splendid  are  the  ideals  we  hold  up  before 
our  children,  our  teachings  are  not  convincing  unless 
we  practice  them.  Our  children  need  examples  in  con- 
crete form  before  their  very  eyes.  This  applies  to  all 
building  forces  in  the  home. 

Any  wise  parent  wants  his  home  to  be  the  embodi- 
ment of  decency  and  nobleness,  a  place  where  the  good 
things  of  life  are  fostered.  It  is  well-nigh  impossible 
to  eradicate  all  liquor  and  narcotic  advertising  in  news- 
papers, radio  and  magazines.  However,  a  good  home 
will  teach  and  encourage  abstinence  from  these  indul- 
gences both  by  precept  and  example.  A  good  home  will 
supply  activities  such  as  literature,  music,  hobbies, 
games,  gardening,  etc.,  rather  than  indulgences. 

Brethren  homes  have  long  stood  for  the  cultivation 
of  industrious,  stable,  peace-loving  citizens.  We  can 
and  must  maintain  these  standards.  Let  us  keep  our 
homes  where  children  learn  to  work  side  by  side  with 
father  and  mother.  Where  better  can  industry  and  good 
management  be  taught?  We  have  the  finest  opportunity 
for  teaching  children  the  virtue  of  work,  getting  along 
together,  of  working  for  something  greatly  desired,  shar- 
ing financial  responsibilities,  etc.  A  young  man  who 
was  making  a  failure  of  his  college  life,  recently  said  to 
me,  "I  have  never  wanted  for  a  thing;  my  mother  always 
furnished  everything  I  wanted."  Had  he  been  taught 
to  work,  to  share  responsibilities,  his  life  would  surely 
have  been  different.  His  personality  was  warped  be- 
cause mother  always  saw  that  he  wanted  for  nothing. 

I  think  one  weakness  common  among  us  parents  to- 
day is  that  of  making  it  too  easy  for  our  children  while 
under  the  home  roof.  We  know  all  too  well  that  the 
world  will  not  treat  them  easily  when  they  leave  our 
firesides.  Let  them  share  the  responsibility  of  the  home. 
Washing  dishes,  carrying  out  ashes,  feeding  livestock, 
helping  make  the  family  budget  and  planning  leisure 
time  activities  are  good  not  only  because  they  make 


the  burden  a  bit  easier  for  father  and  mother,  but  give 
the  child  confidence  in  himself.  He  will  feel  that  he  is 
a  part  of  the  family  and  is  needed  to  keep  things  going. 
The  sharing  of  burdens  cannot  help  but  strengthen  him 
for  future  responsibilities. 

There  are  comparatively  few  parents  who  do  not  want 
their  children  to  be  religious,  at  least  to  the  extent  of 
feeling  answerable  to  God  for  clean  conduct.  In  order 
to  obtain  that  desire  children  must  see  in  their  parents 
signs  that  they  really  take  God  into  account.  We  must 
take  the  responsibility  of  teaching  spiritual  values.  The 
value  of  the  family  altar  cannot  be  overestimated. 
Grace  at  the  table  with  different  members  participating 
is  a  great  opportunity  to  teach  dependence  on  God  as 
well  as  thankfulness.  Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  the 
bedtime  stories  and  worship? 

An  atmosphere  of  Christ's  teaching  is  present  in  a 
home  where  ideals  are  high,  and  these  ideals  are  real- 
ized in  beautiful  living,  where  kind  words  are  spoken, 
where  mother  and  father  are  considerate  of  each  other, 
where  all  speed  is  used  to  right  a  wrong  and  forgiveness 
is  asked.  May  I  repeat  my  opening  sentence — No  institu- 
tion or  society  has  yet  appeared  which  can  take  the 
place  of  the  home  in  building  a  good  citizenry  and 
Christlike  society. 


Guests  in  the  Home 

By  Mrs.  B.  N.  King,  McPherson,  Kansas 
Hospitality  should   characterize   all  Christian  homes. 

We  should  deem  it  a  privilege  to  have  in  our  homes 

radiant  Christian  guests. 

They  broaden  one's  outlook  and  widen  one's  interest 

in  life.     Guests  provide  opportunities  for  members  of 
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the  family  to  be  less  selfish,  more  kind  and  courteous  to 
those  of  their  acquaintances  and  friends.  In  the  home 
they  make  indelible  impressions  upon  the  lives  of 
children  that  mean  much  in  character  building. 

Two  successful  young  men  of  today  were  inspired  to 
go  to  one  of  our  church  colleges  largely  as  a  result  of 
the  visits  of  a  college-minded  young  couple  in  their 
homes. 

An  influential  missionary  testifies  that  her  decision 
to  become  a  foreign  missionary  originated  in  her  as- 
sociations with  a  cheery  and  enthusiastic  missionary 
who  often  came  to  that  home. 

As  the  ideals  of  womanhood  were  being  set  in  the 
life  of  an  observing  girl,  she  saw  with  satisfaction  the 
dignity  and  force  of  the  character  of  visiting  elders  and 
decided  that  some  day  she  would  like  to  be  a  minister's 
wife. 

A  three-year-old  son  is  thrilled  at  the  thought  of 
"company,"  especially  overnight  guests,  and  long  after 
influential  visitors  have  gone  he  relives  those  impres- 
sive experiences. 

Many  incidents  could  be  related  illustrating  the  im- 
measurable good  of  old-fashioned  hospitality  in  the 
home.     Let's  have  more  of  it. 


and  all  sorts  of  information  are  placed  on  the  bulletin 
board.  In  this  way,  the  family  is  kept  informed  con- 
cerning the  whereabouts  of  each  other.  "Please  wake 
me  early"  and  "Good  night,  mother  and  daddy"  are 
dear  little  messages  which  always  bring  cheer. 


Christmas  Traditions 

By  Mrs.  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Elgin,  Illinois 
The  Christmas  season  is  a  joyous  one  for  every  mem- 
ber of  the  family.  It  can  have  meaning  for  even  the 
smallest  child.  Too  often  the  commercial  crowds  out 
the  spiritual  and  the  day  is  just  another  holiday  rather 
than  a  holy  day.  There  are  many  lovely  things  that 
can  be  done  to  give  added  meaning  each  year. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  customs  is  the  burning  of 
the  candle.  On  Christmas  Eve  at  the  family  gift  open- 
ing, light  the  candle  and  let  it  burn  for  an  hour.  Dur- 
ing this  time  have  a  little  service  of  worship.  Read  the 
Christmas  story,  Dickens'  Christmas  Carol  or  other 
stories,  sing  carols,  pray  and  meditate  together.  Use 
this  same  candle  from  year  to  year  until  it  is 
all  burned  up.  What  a  lovely  way  for  the  newly-married 
couple  to  observe  the  first  Christmas  in  their  new  home! 
What  is  your  family  custom  on  Christmas? 


A  Family  Bulletin  Board 

By  Mrs.  Wilbur  R.  Bollinger,  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
We  bemoan  the  good  old  days  when  the  family  spent 
most  of  its  time  together  in  the  home.  But  in  the  midst 
of  a  changing  world,  we  also  have  the  changing  pattern 
of  family  relationships.  The  general  effects  of  these 
changes  are:  members  of  the  family  have  major  inter- 
ests centered  outside  the  home;  they  have  fewer  inter- 
ests in  common  and  are  in  each  other's  company  less; 
there  are  fewer  duties  about  the  home  for  members  of 
the  family  to  perform  for  one  another.  Let  us  be  a  little 
creative  as  parents  and  play  a  game  that  every  member 
can  play  and  keep  the  children's  interest  in  the  home. 
Let  us  have  a  family  bulletin  board  and  have  a  place 
for  each  member  to  make  his  or  her  contribution.  The 
children  will  be  eager  to  find  poems,  good  pictures,  clip- 
pings, and  perhaps  will  want  to  place  on  a  board  a  school 
paper  which  has  received  a  good  mark.  Such  a  bulletin 
board  has  been  found  to  be  a  great  help  to  memories. 
Written  instructions  to  various  members  of  the  family 


"B-Cabbage" 

By  Mrs.  T.   S.   Eikenberry,  Dayton,  Ohio 

We  still  laugh  about  the  B-Cabbage  announcement 
posted  on  our  family  bulletin  board  one  Saturday  morn- 
ing in  autumn  some  years  ago. 

As  was  the  custom,  each  young  son  found  his  special 
tasks  listed  on  the  bulletin  board  or  on  a  convenient 
paper  that  he  carried  in  his  pocket.  Mother  tried  to 
make  the  lists  constructive  to  each  boy,  but  she  learned 
the  lesson  one  day  that  it  pays  to  be  definite. 

Before  leaving  one  morning,  she  wrote — 

Son  No.  II,  List 

1.  Make    your    bed.  4.  Learn  Beatitudes,  Matt.   5:3-12. 

2.  Sweep     kitchen.  5.  Gather   ripe   tomatoes. 

3.  Scrub  porch  and  walks.  .6.  Cut  B-Cabbage. 

That  evening  mother  inquired  of  Son  No.  II,  "Was 
there  very  much  bursted  cabbage  to  gather?"  "Why, 
mother,  I  thought  the  'B'  was  for  big,  and  so  I  cut  all 
of  the  big  cabbages  and  left  the  bursted  heads  stand. 
O  dear,  I  am  sorry."  "Son,  I  am  sorry,  too;  but  the  mis- 
take lies  at  my  door  because  I  did  not  explain  better." 
That  winter  we  had  a  lot  of  sauerkraut  to  eat  and  many 
a  good  joke  about  "B-Cabbage." 


The  Family  Worships 

By   Mrs.   Raymond   R.   Peters,  Elgin,   Illinois 

In  these  days  of  hustle  and  bustle  it  seems  hard  to 
find  time  for  the  family  to  have  a  few  quiet  moments 
together.  But  I  like  to  think  of  those  happy  and  beau- 
tiful homes  where  love  and  deep  understanding  radiate 
the  highest  and  best  things  life  has  to  give. 

I  know  one  home  where  a  certain  corner  is  designated 
as  the  worship  center.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  small 
children.  There  is  always  an  appropriate  picture  with 
candlelighting  effects.  Here  is  where  they  sit  for  the 
story  hour. 

Some  homes  have  one  evening  a  week  for  family  wor- 
ship. It  can  be  planned  by  different  members  of  the 
family  and  worked  out  to  meet  the  needs  of  each  age. 
Much  depends  on  the  atmosphere  created  by  the  usage 
of  pictures  and  lighting  effects.  Candles  are  more  ef- 
fective than  bright  lights. 

Fortunate  is  the  home  with  musical  talent.  Nothing 
integrates  a  family  group  more  than  the  singing  and 
playing  of  great  hymns. 

The  fireplace — genuine  or  improvised — creates  a  won- 
derful atmosphere  for  worship  and  meditation.  In  the 
light  of  the  slowly  burning  embers  we  can  sit  in  a  semi- 
circle and  sing  and  pray  together. 


Recreational  Activities 

By  Mrs.  Bob  Tully,  La  Verne,  California 
The  recreational  activities  carried  on  by  members  of 

a  family  exert  a  definite  influence  on  that  family.    We 

are  interested  in  activities  that  will  be  an  influence  for 

the  enrichment  of  family  life. 

In  our  home  we  played  a  lot  of  games.     Father  and 

mother  were  just  as  willing  to  share  our  play  as  our 
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Books  for  Study 

1.  Books  in  Loan  Library.  Write  for  Loan 
Library  catalogue;  secure  books  dealing  with 
the  home.  More  than  eighty-five  books  are 
available.  Each  one  will  give  some  excellent 
help.  These  books  are  available  for  the  postage 
both  directions. 

2.  Suggestive  Study  Courses  for  Mothers' 
Groups,  5c. 

3.  A  Guide  to  the  Discussion  of  Friendship, 
Courtship  and  Marriage,  Living  Together  and 
the  Family,  10c. 

4.  Christian  Education  and  Missionary  Lit- 
erature catalogue.  Study  the  long  list  of  helpful 
leaflets  and  booklets  dealing  with  the  Christian 
family  and  parent  education. 


work,  study,  or  other  experiences.  They  always  had  our 
home  well  supplied  with  interesting  and  inexpensive 
games  which  we  enjoyed  on  rainy  days,  evenings,  Sun- 
day afternoons,  or  whenever  company  dropped  in. 

We  had  a  radio  in  our  home,  too.  Sometimes  the 
whole  family  would  listen  to  some  good  musical,  dra- 
matic, or  religious  program.  Other  times  different  mem- 
bers of  the  family  had  their  favorite  programs  to  which 
they  listened.  An  eastern  family  schedules  their  radio 
by  looking  up  the  programs  for  the  week.  Each  mem- 
ber chooses  the  programs  he  wants  to  hear  and  a  radio- 
log  is  made  out  so  that  all  members  can  enjoy  their  own 
favorite  programs.  The  M  family  had  few  cultural  or 
spiritual  contacts,  nor  did  they  know  anything  about 
world  or  national  affairs  until  they  got  a  radio.  Then 
a  definite  change  was  noticeable.  Living  became  more 
meaningful. 

Many  times  seemingly  unimportant  things  aid  the 
spirit  of  fellowship  and  companionship  in  the  family. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  K  and  son  added  an  outdoor  fireplace  to 
the  physical  features  of  their  home.  One  evening  the 
son  was  entertaining  a  group  of  young  boy  friends  with 
a  wiener  roast  and  his  parents  were  having  a  good  time 
helping  out.  The  boys  were  enjoying  it  immensely  and 
were  including  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K  in  the  fun.  Those  same 
boys  would  have  been  ill  at  ease  in  the  K's  dining  room 
and  the  parents  would  have  lost  that  close  relationship 
with  their  son  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C  and  their  children  all  enjoy  picnics. 
They  live  in  a  mild  climate  where  picnicking  is  pos- 
sible the  greater  part  of  the  year.  These  little  trips  serve 
a  double  purpose.  The  C's  visit  points  of  interest  and 
educational  value  and  have  a  great  time  eating  away 
from  home.  It  happens  that  the  C  family  live  far  from 
relatives  and  on  normal  homecoming  days  they  add  a 
specialness  by  having  a  picnic.  Once  they  went  out  on 
the  desert  for  Christmas  dinner. 

A  musical  hobby  makes  one  admire  the  H  family. 
After  losing  their  mother  and  grandmother  by  death, 
the  responsibility  of  the  home  fell  on  the  children  and 
father.  Yet  during  all  this  distressing  time  the  children 
and  several  neighborhood  friends  continued  to  learn  to 
play  a  number  of  different  musical  instruments.  The 
father  was  wise  in  organizing  a  neighborhood  orchestra. 
This  proved  to  be  a  good  thing  in  several  ways.  (1)  It 
helped   to   develop   further   their   musical   talents;    (2) 


provided  a  good  wholesome  companionship  with  their 
friends;  (3)  helped  strengthen  their  family  ties  and  in- 
terest in  their  home,  for  the  father  directs  the  orchestra 
of  about  a  dozen  members  (five  of  whom  are  his  own 
children)  and  they  practice  in  the  H  home. 

Surely  those  who  have  experienced  these  types  of 
activities  in  the  home  can  say  they  have  been  forces  for 
the  enrichment  of  family  life. 


Meditation  for  the  Home 


By   Mrs.    Dan    Fierheller,    Freeport,    Illinois 

Soft  music,  Home  Sweet  Home,  the  first  phrase  of 
which  is  played  before  any  word  is  spoken.  From  then 
on,  it  may  continue  softly  throughout  the  service,  or 
it  may  be  discontinued  after  the  first  verse  is  played, 
and  only  use  the  chorus  after  the  close  of  the  prayer. 

Leader:  God  has  given  an  individual  no  greater  bless- 
ing than  to  place  him  in  a  happy  home. 

Response:  For  our  happy  homes,  we  thank  thee.  Help 
us  to  remember  that  in  order  to  keep  a  home  happy, 
each  one  must  do  his  part. 

Leader:  The  strength  of  the  nation  is  the  strength  of 
the  home.  The  Roman  empire  collapsed  when  the 
morals  of  the  home  collapsed.  Modern  civilization  will 
prevail  only  as  long  as  moral  standards  prevail. 

Response:  By  guarding  well  our  own  hearth  fires, 
we  may  keep  alight  the  fires  of  Christian  virtues. 

Leader:  Let  us  consider  this  poem  by  Henry  van 
Dyke: 

I  found   within   a   poet's  book, 
A  word  that  starred   the  page: 
'Stone  walls  do  not  a  prison  make, 
Nor   iron   bars   a   cage.' 

Yes,  that  is  true,  and  something  more: 
You'll  find  where'er  you   roam, 
That  marble  walls  and  castle  walls 
Can  never  make  a  home. 

But  every  place  where  love  abides, 
And  friendship  is  a  guest 
Is  surely  home,  and  home,  sweet  home, 
For  there  the  heart  can  rest. 

Voices  of  Mothers:  To  be  a  mother  is  to  be  highly 
blessed.  To  care  for  our  loved  ones  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  to  mend  the  broken  finger  and  soothe  the 
wounded  feelings  are  among  life's  greatest  blessings. 
But  sometimes  in  our  long  hours  of  serving,  the  physi- 
cal body  is  exhausted,  and  our  strength  is  weak.  We 
need  thy  strength,   O  Lord. 

Leader:  As  a  mother  comforteth  her  children,  so  will 
I  comfort  you,  saith  the  Lord. 

Voices  of  Fathers:  A  father's  responsibility  is  not 
easy.  We  are  admonished  not  to  provoke  our  children 
to  wrath.  Too  often  we  provoke  anger  by  the  manner 
in  which  we  correct  our  children.  We  are  impatient 
with  their  childishness,  and  chide  them  harshly  for 
something  that  is  not  wicked,  but  only  immature.  We 
need  thy  patience,  O  Lord. 

Leader:  "If  ye  then  being  evil  know  how  to  give 
good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall 
your  Heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  unto  them 
that  ask  him." 

Response:  Our  heavenly  Father,  accept  the  thanks  we 
bring  thee  for  thy  blessings.  We  thank  thee  for  Chris- 
tian homes,  for  the  faith  of  our  fathers  and  the  love 
of  our  mothers  that  have  combined  to  make  a  Christian 
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home.  Give  us  of  thy  love,  thy  strength,  and  thy  wis- 
dom, that  we  may  build  our  homes  into  a  stronghold 
of  Christian  love,  and  in  that  way  establish  a  sure 
foundation  for  future  generations.  Amen. 

Music  finishes  with  chorus  of  Home  Sweet  Home. 


A  Home  Problem 

By   Elizabeth    Shoemaker,    Waynesboro,    Pennsylvania 
Scene  I. 

■Scene:  A  living  room.  Mother  is  sitting  at  the  table 
working  on  household  accounts.  She  speaks  aloud  to 
herself. 

Mother:  The  rent's  due  next  week,  and  Jimmy's  teeth 
must  be  filled.  Let's  see — (She  writes  on  a  piece  of 
paper.)  And  the  coal  bill  must  be  paid,  and  the  grocery 
bill — and  father  really  must  have  a  new  pair  of  shoes 
this  month.  Oh,  dear!  I  get  so  worried  trying  to  make 
things  come  out.  (Writes  down  more  figures). 

Daughter  (Entering):  Mother,  Dorothy's  having  a 
party  Friday  night. 

Mother  (Without  listening):  That's  nice,  dear. 

Daughter:  And  I  just  have  to  get  a  new  dress.  I 
can't  wear  that  old  blue  thing  again.  Everybody's  sick 
of  it.  So  I  stopped  in  at  Blank's  and  tried  on  the  love- 
liest one.  They're  sending  it  out  on  approval,  but  of 
course  I'll  keep  it. 

Mother  (Beginning  to  realize  what  is  being  said) : 
You've  ordered  a  new  dress? 

Daughter:   Yes,  mother,  I've  just  been  telling  you. 

Mother:   Well,  you  can  send  it  right  back. 

Daughter:   But,  mother,  it's  only  ten  dollars. 

Mother:  Ten  dollars!  You  mean  you  think  you're 
going  to  spend  ten  dollars  for  a  dress!  When  I  was 
your  age,  if  I  got  a  dress  for  ten,  I  expected  to  wear 
it  for  years. 

Daughter:  I  don't  see  why  I  can't  have  a  new  dress? 

Mother:   You  can't  because  I  say  so. 

Daughter:   That  isn't  a  reason  at  all. 

Mother:   It's  all  the  reason  you're  going  to  get. 

Daughter:  Can't  I  even  get  a  cheap  dress?  One 
ninety-eight? 

Mother:  No,  not  now.  You  can  have  a  new  dress 
sometime  later,  when  I  see  fit. 

Daughter:  But  that  won't  be  in  time  for  Dorothy's 
party.  I  think  it's  mean.  I  won't  go!  Or  else  I'll  just  go 
in  an  old  burlap  sack,  and  say:  "My  mother  won't  buy 
me  any  clothes." 

Mother:  That  will  do.  I  have  worries  enough  without 
your  impudence.  Go  up  to  your  room  and  stay  there 
until  supper. 

Daughter:  You're  treating  me  like  a  baby  again. 
■(Begins  to  cry.)  All  right,  I'll  go,  and  you  can  just  set 
-the  table  and  get  the  supper  yourself.  You  don't  need 
to  call  me,  either.  I  don't  want  anything  to  eat.  I'd  just 
as  soon  starve  to  death  as  look  like  a  beggar.  (Runs  off 
•crying.) 

Mother  (Sighing  and  bending  over  her  accounts) : 
'She'll  just  have  to  get  over  these  fits  of  temper.  She'll 
have  to  learn  that  when  I  say  a  thing,  I  mean  it.  And 
1  couldn't  pay  even  $1.98  for  a  dress  this  month.  That 
girl  has  no  idea  of  my  worries.  If  she  had,  maybe  she 
wouldn't  be  so  difficult.  All  I  hope  is  that  she'll  have  a 
daughter  of  her  own  some  day — then  maybe  she'll 
know  what  I've  had  to  put  up  with.  Let's  see — groceries, 
£oal,  Jimmy's  teeth.  (Goes  on  writing.) 


Scene  II. 

Scene:  A  living  room.  Mother  has  just  finished  house- 
hold accounts,  and   has  taken  up   her   knitting. 

Mother  (To  herself):  Well,  if  no  emergency  turns 
up,  we're  going  to  come  out  nicely  this  month.  Church 
contributions,  rent,  fuel,  food — and  enough  over  for 
father  to  buy  an  overcoat.  I'm  glad  about  that.  If  he 
had  to  wait  over  another  month,  he  might  get  pretty 
chilled  before  he  got  it. 

(Sighs  a  little.  Looks  up  to  see  daughter  coming  in.) 

Mother:   Hello,  daughter. 

Daughter:  Hello,  mother,  what  do  you  think?  There's 
a  party  at  Dorothy's  Friday. 

Mother  (Laying  down  her  knitting):  That's  nice. 
Are  you  invited? 

ADULT  DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 

Pari  II.    Why  Do  People  Drink? 

Scripture:  Prov.  20:1;  1  Cor.  6:19,  20. 
Sunday,  May  25 
As  we  witness  the  rapid  growth  of  the  use  of  bever- 
age alcohol  in  our  society,  we  may  well  ask,  "Why  do 
people  drink?"  Will  the  increase  continue  at  the  same 
rate?  What  can  be  done  by  church  or  state  to  remove 
the  causes?  Listing  reasons  why  people  drink,  we 
note — 

1.  To  Be  Sociable 

Liquor  interests  have  made  capital  of  the  human  de- 
sire to  be  sociable.  They  say  everybody  is  doing  it. 
Drink  is  offered  and  it  is  difficult  to  refuse  without  great 
embarrassment.  Too  often  there  has  been  no  definite 
decision  not  to  drink.  The  second  drink  is  easier  than 
the  first. 

2.  For  Mental  and  Physical  Stimulation 

Alcohol  is  a  narcotic.  It  tends  to  numb  the  feelings. 
Anyone  suffering  from  worry,  an  inferiority  feeling, 
sorrow,  fatigue  or  fear  can  get  temporary  relief  by  using 
alcohol.  But  alcohol  does  not  change  the  condition; 
thus,  when  the  drug  effect  wears  off,  the  situation  is 
worse  than  before. 

3.  To  Quench  a  Growing  Thirst 

Alcohol  is  a  poison  and  the  body  naturally  sets  up  a 
resistance  to  it.  Thus  to  get  the  same  effect,  more  and 
more  alcohol  is  needed.  Herein  lies  the  danger  of  being 
overmastered  by  this  growing  habit. 

4.  A  Way  of  Escape 

Most  people  find  the  accepted  moral  and  ethical  stand- 
ards of  their  social  group  a  powerful  influence  in  their 
behavior.  Some  people  feel  hampered  and  want  to  cut 
loose  from  these.  Alcohol  makes  it  possible  to  violate 
their  usual  behavior  without  the  usual  feeling  of  em- 
barrassment or  self-condemnation. 
Suggestions  for  Discussion 

How  may  the  modern  temptations  to  drink  be  over- 
come? 

What  is  the  best  way  to  deal  with  social  pressure  to 
drink? 

Is  there  ever  a  physical  need  for  alcohol? 

Does  religion  offer  a  better  remedy  for  worry,  fear, 
fatigue,  etc.? 
Suggestions  for  Reading 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life,  Pickett — Chapter  II. 

The  Alcohol  Problem — Chapter  II. 
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Daughter:  Oh,  yes.  Mother,  do  you  think  I  could 
have  a  new  dress?  My  brown  dress  is  pretty  old. 

Mother:   What  were  you  thinking  of  paying  for  it? 

Daughter:  I  thought  you'd  know  how  much  we  could 
afford. 

Mother:  Let's  look  at  the  accounts.  Father  and  I 
were  working  on  them  last  evening  and  I've  just  been 
looking  them  over  again.   (She  gets  the  accounts.) 

Mother  (Pointing,  as  daughter  leans  forward  to 
look.)  Here's  what  we  can  spend  this  month.  Here  are 
our  church  contributions,  this  is  for  rent,  this  for  coal, 
this  for  food,  this  for  gasoline  for  the  car. 

Daughter:  I  see.  That  takes  a  good  bit,  doesn't  it? 

Mother:  Yes.  See,  after  the  expenses  are  added  to- 
gether we  have  this,  and  this  is  what  we  have  left. 

Daughter:  That  would  be  enough  to  buy  a  couple 
dresses. 

Mother:  Yes,  it  would,  but  perhaps  there's  something 
else  more  important  to  buy. 

Daughter:    Something  else? 

Mother:  Well,  have  you  noticed  your  father's  over- 
coat? 

Daughter:  It  does  look  old.  The  cuffs  are  all  frayed. 

Mother:  We'd  planned  to  use  this  money  for  a  new 
overcoat.  But  it  will  take  all  of  it.  If  we  buy  you  a 
new  dress,  we'll  have  to  save  what's  left  over  until 
next  month,  then  we  can  add  enough  to  pay  for  the 
coat. 

Daughter:  It  might  be  pretty  cold  by  next  month. 
I  guess  father  had  better  get  his  coat  right  away. 

Mother:  That's  my  good  girl.  Maybe  we  can  do 
something  to  brighten  up  your  brown  dress. 

Daughter:   I  might  wear  the  yellow  jacket  with  it. 

Mother:    That's  a  very  good  idea. 

Daughter:  Besides,  we  always  have  so  much  fun  at 
Dorothy's  that  it  doesn't  matter  what  anybody's  wear- 
ing. 

Mother:  Those  are  the  best  kind  of  parties.  Any- 
how, I  think  next  month  we  may  be  able  to  get  you 
another  dress. 

Daughter:  Oh,  lovely!  But,  I  think  the  brown  and 
yellow  will  look  nice  together.  Shall  I  set  the  table 
now?  Let's  have  an  omelet  for  supper. 

Mother:  All  right.  Since  all  our  accounts  are  settled 
we  can  go  on  reading  aloud  tonight.  It's  father's  turn 
to  read.  (They  go  out  together.) 


With  Our  Schools 

(Continued  From  Page   17) 

John  M.  Swomley,  Jr.,  National  Youth  Secretary  of 
the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  and  Vice  President  of 
the  National  Council  of  Methodist  Youth,  addressed  our 
chapel  service  recently  on  the  subject,  A  Practical  Pac- 
ifist Program  for  America  Today. 

Five  students  participated  in  the  Keiser  Oratorical 
Contest  on  April  22.  First  place  was  won  by  Donna 
Eisenbise  with  the  subject,  Objection  Sustained.  The 
oration  was  a  ringing  indictment  of  war  and  policies 
leading  to  war.  Second  place  was  taken  by  Joe  Jen- 
nings and  third  by  Ralph  Smith.  This  contest  was 
started  thirty  years  ago  by  E.  T.  Keiser  of  Pomona,  Calif., 
who  has  provided  the  prize  money  each  year.    Because 


of  illness   the  sponsor  was   unable   to   be   present   this 
year. 

Ray  Cullen,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  superintendent  of  schools  in 
La  Verne  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  has  resigned  his 
position  and  will  become  Director  of  Guidance  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Vocational  Psychology  in  La  Verne  College 
next  year.  He  has  built  a  great  reputation  for  himself 
in  southern  California  through  his  vocational  guidance 
and  personality  counseling  work.  As  a  special  feature 
during  Annual  Conference  Dr.  Cullen  will  conduct,  un- 
der college  auspices,  a  workshop  for  teachers  and  min- 
isters who  would  like  to  know  more  about  methods  and 
techniques  of  counseling.  Also  a  complete  vocational 
guidance  service  will  be  available  for  young  people  who 
may  be  struggling  with  the  problem  of  vocational  se- 
lection. Those  taking  advantage  of  these  opportunities 
will  find  but  little  interference  with  the  regular  Con- 
ference program.  A  nominal  fee  will  be  charged  for 
each  of  these  services. 

The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Celebration  schedule  will 
include  the  following  events: 

A  recital  by  the  college  speech  choir,  Thursday,  May 
29,  7:30  P.M. 

The  Senior  Class  play,  Friday,  May  30,  8  P.M. 

The  Alumni  Banquet  featuring  the  attendance  of 
former  students,  faculty  members,  and  employees  of  the 
college  as  well  as  graduates,  Saturday,  May  31,  6:30  P.M. 
Send  reservations  at  75c  per  plate  to  Miss  Ethel  Dresher, 
La  Verne  College,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

The  baccalaureate  service,  Sunday,  June  1,  11  A.M. 

A  historic  and  reminiscence  program,  Sunday,  June 
1,  2:30  P.M. 

A  sacred  music  concert,  Sunday,  June  1,  7:30  P.M. 

An  Educational  Conference,  Monday,  June  2. 

Forenoon  session  with  addresses  by  Prof.  R.  E.  Moh- 
ler  and  Dr.  Oliver  M.  Butterfield,  10  A.M. 

Luncheon  session  with  address  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz, 
12:15  P.M. 

Afternoon  session — Fiftieth  Anniversary  Address, 
Humanizing  the  West,  by  Dr.  James  A.  Blaisdell,  Presi- 
dent Emeritus  of  Claremont  Colleges,  2:30  P.  M. 

Commencement — Address  by  Leland  S.  Brubaker, 
Monday,  June  2,  8  P.M. 


^^^    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Eastertide  at  Ellisforde 

Easter  of  this  year  met  up  with  me  while  engaged 
in  evangelistic  work  in  the  Pacific  Northwest,  state  of 
Washington,  in  the  Ellisforde  church  of  the  Okanogan 
valley,  "just  south  of  the  border"  up  Canada  way.  That 
is  where  my  good  friends,  the  Clement  E.  Bontragers, 
formerly  also  of  Indiana,  are  in  pastoral  charge.  It  is- 
where  they  and  an  alive  parish  are  engaged  in  a  grat- 
ifying forward  movement  for  the  Master. 

In  truth,  the  most  impressive  and  inspiring  Easter 
sunrise  service  I  have  ever  experienced  was  this  recent 
Easter  morning.  It  was  a  union  service  for  all  Christian 
people  of  that  section  of  the  Okanogan  valley.  In  more 
ways  than  one  it  was  a  mountaintop  experience.  As 
that  valley  is  narrow  and  we  were  between  two  ranges 
of  mountains,  the  site  for  this  service  was  a  unique 
and  near-by  high  point,  overlooking  miles  of  fertile 
valley  and  a  colorful  panorama  of  gorgeous  blooming 
orchards.  ' 

I  was  among  the  first  to  arrive  at  the  elevated  meet- 
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ing  place.  It  was  also  a  spectacle  of  worth  to  see  the 
automobiles  below  coming  in  over  the  ribbon  of  high- 
way, and  then  in  turn  to  see  the  worshipers  in  a  long 
line  climbing  the  trail  in  single  file.  At  the  top  the 
effect  was  heightened  by  three  crosses  which  had  been 
planted  there  for  the  occasion.  While  the  temperature 
was  a  trifle  chilling  to  begin  with,  it  was  agreeably 
warmer  after  the  sun  appeared  above  the  mountain 
on  the  opposite  and  east  side  of  the  valley.  It  was 
fortunately  an  "unclouded  day."  What  a  sunrise!  And 
how  enjoyable  also  was  our  lingering  in  the  radiance 
of  its  shining,  enabling  us  easily  to  thrill  with  the  day's 
dominant  emphasis  of  victory.  The  well-planned  and 
impressively  rendered  worship  program  in  connection 
gave  us  a  decidedly  great  beginning  on  our  Easter  Day. 

An  Easter  breakfast,  with  continued  Christian  fellow- 
ship, sponsored  by  the  community  young  people,  was 
subsequently  experienced  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
Tonasket.  In  the  same  church  on  Thursday  evening 
previously,  we  had  assembled  in  what  also  proved 
quite  special  and  spiritually  enriching  in  a  union  com- 
munion service.  A  meeting  of  this  nature  would  of 
course  be  good  at  any  time,  but  it  was  characterized 
with  special  significance  on  this  same  night  of  Holy 
Week  when  the  communion  was  first  instituted  by 
Jesus  with  his  disciples  in  connection  with  the  upper- 
room  Last  Supper. 

In  our  Ellisforde  revival  we  had  a  "silent  night"  that 
Thursday  night,  in  favor  of  the  union  communion  ser- 
vice in  Tonasket.  In  line  with  the  planning  of  the 
ministerium,  I  brought  the  message  and  Pastor  Bon- 
trager  officiated  in  the  climax  by  administering  the 
elements  of  the  communion.  We  were  therefore  largely 
in  charge  of  the  service,  and  our  Brethren  people  fur- 
thermore made  the  largest  of  the  number  of  groups 
participating.  So  it  was  felt  that  we  did  not  lose  but 
gained  by  this  rearrangement  of  service  that  night, 
and  we  experienced  an  added  blessing  in  this  sharing 
with  many  others  who  could  also  sing  meaningfully 
with  us — "My  Jesus,  I  love  thee!" 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Ralph  G.  Rarick. 


"Hey!     Cut  It  Out!" 

Sermons  are  often  heard  covering  the  subject  of  Lot's 
wife,  but  it  is  less  frequent  that  we  hear  anything  at  all 
about  the  wife's  Lot.  Something  like  this  is  often  true 
in  both  our  actions  and  speech.  We  become  one-sided. 
It  is  well  to  know  that  in  quietness  one  may  seek  to 
remedy  it  all,  and  find  a  solution. 

Not  long  ago  a  certain  mother,  careless  in  her  speech, 
called  to  her  child,  "Cut  it  out!"  He  invariably  heard 
this  slang  expression  whenever  he  was  about  to  do  any- 
thing of  which  his  mother  disapproved.  It  had  its  ef- 
fect.    "Cut  it  out"  meant  just  one  thing  to  him. 

Came  Christmas  and  with  it  the  display  of  toys  and 
playthings  that  Santa  had  left.  Among  the  various 
gifts  was  a  book  of  cutouts.  The  mother  demonstrated 
iiow  to  play  with  the  cutouts,  and  handing  the  book  to 
her  youngster,  said,  "Now  you  cut  it  out."  The  child 
seemed  hurt  and  the  mother  again  told  him  to  "cut  it 
out."  Soon  tears  were  flowing  down  the  face  of  the 
little  child.  The  mother  at  once  held  her  darling  close 
to  her,  but  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  her  baby. 

That  evening,  in  the  quietness  of  her  heart  and  home 
she  asked  in  prayer  for  wisdom  and  judgment.  She 
asked  the  great  Child  Finder  for  help  to  become  a  real 


mother  to  her  child.  Finally  it  dawned  upon  her.  She 
had  indeed  become  careless  and  one-sided  in  her  speech. 
She  had  disregarded  some  of  the  important  things  in 
life  that  make  for  happiness  and  satisfaction. 

A  smile  came   over  her  face   as   she  read  the   little 
poem.  .  .  . 

I  am  a  little  child,  and  I 

Am  ignorant  and  weak; 

I  gaze  into  the  starry  sky 

And  then  I  cannot  speak. 

For   all   behind    the   starry    sky, 

Behind   the   world   so   broad, 

Behind  men's  hearts  and  souls  doth  lie 

The  infinitude  of  God. 


Lanark,  111. 


Joseph  F.  Piesen. 


Celebrates  Ninety-Seventh  Birthday 

Mrs.  Julia  Pratt  celebrated  her  ninety-seventh  birth- 
day anniversary  Thursday,  March  27,  at  the  home  of 
her    son-in-law     and    daughter,    Mr.   and    Mrs.   Hugh 

Adams,  with  whom 
she  has  made  her 
home  the  past  seven 
years. 

Mrs.  Pratt  was 
born  in  Accident, 
Md.,  March  27,  1844, 
the  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  Ogg, 
and  on  Oct.  24,  1866, 
was  married  to  Lem- 
uel Pratt  at  Lansing, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Pratt,  who 
was  a  Civil  War  vet- 
eran, died  Feb.  14, 
1910. 

Mrs.  Pratt  has  four 
children  living,  Len 
Pratt  of  Lanesbor- 
ough,  Minn.;  Mrs. 
Harry  Beckwith  of 
Nampa,  Idaho;  Mrs. 
Hugh  Adams  and  Mrs.  Minnie  Parks  of  Fredericks- 
burg. One  son,  Clarence,  of  Weiser,  Idaho,  died  a  num- 
ber of  years  ago.  She  has  seventeen  grandchildren, 
thirty-five  great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great- 
grandchild. 

Mrs.  Pratt  has  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  about  sixty  years  and  when  weather  per- 
mits attends  church  and  other  social  gatherings  and  has 
a  keen  interest  in  all  life's  activities  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this,  her  ninety-seventh  birthday,  will  be  one  of 
great  enjoyment. — Fredericksburg  News  for  March  27, 
1941. 

Mrs.  Edwin  Klotz,  who  sent  the  Messenger  the  clip- 
ping as  printed  above,  adds  this  about  the  subject  of 
the  sketch:  "Mrs.  Pratt  enjoys  fairly  good  health,  has 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  our  community  and  church, 
and  loves  her  church." — Ed. 


In  Memoriam — Alfred  Day  Bowser 

The  Center  Hill  church  was  greatly  saddened  wherr  again  the 
death  angel  visited  our  community  and  removed  one  of  our  faith- 
ful deacons.  It  has  left  a  vacant  place  that  is  hard  to  fill,  and 
yet  knowing  that  God's  way  is  always  the  best  way  we  bow  our 
heads   in   submission   to  his  holy  will. 

Alfred  Day  Bowser,  a  son  of  Margaret  and  William  Bowser, 
was  born  in  Armstrong  County,  North  Buffalo  Township,  Kittan- 
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ning.  Pa.,  Dec.  7,  1874.  He  passed  away  Feb.  3,  1941,  at  the  Arm- 
strong County  Kittanning  hospital.  Death  was  due  to  a  severe 
accident  when  a  tree  which  he  was  helping  to  cut  down  fell 
upon  him,  leaving  him  in  a  very  serious  condition.  He  was  taken 
immediately  to  the  hospital  where  doctors  and  nurses  and  a 
faithful  wife  and  two  sons  and  a  sister  gave  him  every  care 
possible.  His  suffering  at  times  was  very  severe,  and  yet  he 
bore  it  >all  so  patiently,  trusting  in  the  sustaining  grace  of  God, 
and  never  asked  for  anything  to  ease  his  pain. 

He  was  quiet  and  gentle  in  disposition,  a  deep  thinker  and  an 
excellent  counselor,  and  so  appreciative  of  even  the  smallest 
favor  given  in  his  behalf.  He  never  spoke  ill  of  anyone.  He 
loved  his  family.  He  loved  his  church  and  his  God,  and  was 
faithful  not  only  in  church  attendance,  but  in  doing  everything 
possible  that  he  felt  he  was  capable  of  doing.  At  different  times 
he  served  in  almost  every  capacity,  such  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent, trustee  and  as  a  member  of  various  boards.  He  united 
with  the  Center  Hill  church  June  1,  1893.  In  1902  he  was  elected 
deacon  and  continued  in  that  office  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He   was  also   a  member   of   the   ministerial  board. 

In  Jan.  6,  1898,  he  was  married  to  Wilda  May  Wood.  Two  sons, 
Caroll  W.  S.  and  Wood  J.  R.,  came  to  bless  the  home.  He  lived 
to  see  both  of  these  sons  happily  married.  Later  he  had  the 
privilege  of  dividing  his  love  with  two  little  granddaughters,  the 
children  of  Caroll,  Von  Avanelle  and  Joyce  Corrine,  whom  he 
loved  devotedly. 

Beside  his  faithful  and  loving  companion,  he  is  survived  by 
two  sons  mentioned.  Caroll  was  with  him  when  the  fatal  acci- 
dent occurred.  Two  sisters  survive,  Miss  Fiaura  Bowser,  the 
pianist  of  the  Center  Hill  church,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Claypoole. 
There  are  also  two  granddaughters,  several  nieces,  a  nephew, 
other  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Center  Hill  church, 
which  was  filled  to  capacity.  The  services  were  conducted  by 
the  pastor,  W.  C.  Sell,  assisted  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Greaser  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.  The  burial  took  place  in  the  Center  Hill  cemetery 
adjoining   the   church. 

Another  faithful  life  is  closed,  but  his  memory  shall  continue 
to  live  on  in  all  of  our  hearts.  He  shall  be  greatly  missed  in  the 
home  and  in  the  church  and  yet  his  good  life  shall  challenge  us 
onward  and  upward  to  greater  heights  and  more  fervent  forms 
of   service. 


Kittanning,  Pa. 


Mrs.  W.   C.   Sell. 


Elder  Jacob  Edward  Walls 

Eld.  Jacob  Edward  Walls,  son  of  John  C.  and  Sara  E.  McClos- 
key  Walls,  was  born  near  Salisbury,  Pa.,  Feb.  12,  1884.  He  died 
Feb.  24,  1941.    He  was  the  oldest  of  four  children  and  was  seven 

years  old  when  his  father  died. 
On  June  20,  1905,  he  married 
Sara  E.  Butler  and  on  Oct.  14, 
1905,  he  with  his  wife  was  re- 
ceived into  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  baptism.  Seven 
years  later  he  was  elected  to 
the  ministry.  On  Oct.  1,  1927, 
he  was  installed  as  elder  and 
served  as  pastor  and  elder  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death. 


For  the  past  several  years  his 
health  was  not  good  and  many 
times  his  listeners  saw  that  he 
was  scarcely  able  to  be  in  the 
pulpit,  yet  he  never  missed  any 
services  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  be  present.  Last  November 
his  affliction  gradually  grew 
worse,  until  on  Feb.  12,  which 
was  his  fifty-seventh  birthday, 
he  was  moved  to  the  Memorial 
hospital  and  twelve  days  later  he  passed  away.  He  called  for  the 
anointing  service  while  at  his  home,  and  again  in  the  hospital. 
Besides  his  aged  mother  he  leaves  his  wife  and  five  children: 
Wilbur  of  Titusville,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Forrest  Greathouse,  Guy  Mills, 
Pa.;  Mrs.  Harry  Donelson  and  Mrs.  John  Lewis,  Grantsville,  Md.; 
and  Cleda,  at  home.  There  are  two  brothers,  three  half  sisters, 
one  half  brother  and  ten  grandchildren. 

He  had  only  the  common  school  education  of  his  day,  but  by 
much  study  and  meditation  could  deliver  a  sermon  better  than 
many  with  a  higher  education.  He  served  the  Maple  Grove 
church  as  pastor  for  about  twenty-nine  years  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the  ministerial  board  of  the 
Western  District  of  Maryland. 

He  traveled  many  miles  over  rough  roads  preaching  at  school- 
houses,  and  going  where  others  did  not  care  to  go.  He  was 
always  willing  to  do  what  he  could  when  called  upon  unexpect- 
edly to  preach  or  teach.  He  was  one  minister  who  truly  lived 
what  he   preached. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  his  home  church  where  he  had 
so  often  ministered  from  the  Word  of  God.  Services  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Howard  Whittaker  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  assisted 
by    Roy   L.    Kinsinger    of   the    Mennonite    faith.     Although    the 


weather  was  bad,  the  roads  icy  and  some  even  drifted  shut,  it 
was  said  by  many  of  the  older  folks  that  this  was  the  largest 
funeral  ever  held  at  the  Maple  Grove  church.  A  group  of  sing- 
ers from  the  neighboring  Mennonite  and  Amish  churches  sang 
several  of  his  favorite  selections.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Grantsville  cemetery. 

Grantsville,  Md.  Mrs.  Arthur  Resh. 


Golden   Wedding   Celebration 

Charlie  B.  Jamison  and  Elizabeth  Mullins,  both  of  Wertz,  Va.„ 
were  married  at  Callaway,  Va.,  Oct.  30,  1890.     Since  all  of  their 
children  could  not  be  together  in  October,  as  several  are  teach- 
ers,   the    golden    wed- 
ding   celebration    took  .  ■■-  • - •     '; 

place  on  Christmas 
Day,  Dec.  25,  1940, 
with  a  family  dinner 
at  noon  and  open 
house  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Brother  and  Sister 
Jamison  lived  in  Vir- 
ginia until  February 
of  1906,  when  they 
moved  to  their  farm 
at  Q  u  i  n  t  e  r,  Kans., 
where  they  have  since 
lived.  Their  life  has 
been  a  quiet  yet  busy 
one.  Bro.  Jamison 
served  as  deacon  in 
the  church  and  both 
he  and  his  companion 
served  faithfully  until 
later  years  when 
health    has    interfered. 

They  have  reared  a 
fine  family  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom 
are   living.     There   are 

also  twenty-six  grandchildren.  This  fine  couple  received  the 
congratulations  of  their  church  and  the  community  on  this 
great  occasion.  Many  gifts,  cards  and  flowers  were  enjoyed  by: 
them. 


Quinter,  Kans. 


Ruth   Miller  Jamison. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given.- 


Dunn-Cripe. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Decatur  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  March  30,  James  Franklin  Dunn  and  Mary  E. 
Cripe. — John  B.  Wieand,  Decatur,  111. 

Gibble-Hetrick. — Bro.  Mervin  S.  Gibble  of  near  Mastersonville 
and  Elsie  I.  Hetrick  of  near  Bachmansville,  at  the  home  of  the 
undersigned,  Feb.  22,  1941. — Herbert  O.  Wolgemuth,  Manheim, 
Pa. 

Kane-Ruff. — At  the  home  of  the  undersigned.  Marvin  Elmer 
Kane  of  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  and  Betty  June  Ruff  of  Plymouth, 
Ind. — Edward   Stump,   North   Liberty,    Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Baker.  Nancy  Emeline,  was  born  March  21,  1858,  and  departed 
this  life  Jan.  13,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  a  number  of 
years  ago.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Graceville 
Lutheran  church  in  Bedford  County  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Geary.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple, 
Pa. 

Barr,  Emma  Catherine,  daughter  of  Rudolphus  and  Mary  Ann 
Foltz  Palsgrove,  was  born  near  Millstone,  Md.,  Nov.  2,  1847,  and 
died  on  Feb.  23,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  Barr, 
to  which  union  were  born  two  children.  Her  husband  and 
son  preceded  her  in  death.  She  made  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter. She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from 
her  youth,  and  was  at  the  time  of  her  death  the  oldest  member 
of  the  Hagerstown  congregation.  Two  brothers,  a  sister,  ten 
grandchildren,  eighteen  great-grandchildren  and  three  great- 
great-grandchildren  also  survive.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  her  late  home,  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Edward 
Burger  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Stone  Bridge 
cemetery. — Paul   M.    Robinson,    Hagerstown,   Md. 

Bollinger,  Cathrine,  died  at  her  home  in  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Feb. 
1,  1941.     She  was  born  Oct.  22,  1851.     At  an  early  age  she  united 
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with  the  church  and  was  an  active  member  to  the  very  end.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  preceded  her 
in  death.  Although  she  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years 
her  passing  was  sudden.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Myerstown  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren  Michael  Kurtz 
and  Jonathan  King.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  at  the 
Royer's  church. — Mrs.  Clarence  Dubble,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Brough,  William  Edward,  died  very  suddenly  a  few  minutes 
after  leaving  the  church  services  at  the  Mummerts  Church  of 
the  Brethren  near  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  on  March  16,  1941.  He  was 
aged  76  years,  9  months  and  9  days.  He  leaves  a  wife,  two  daugh- 
ters, two  sons-in-law  and  a  number  of  grandchildren.  Bro. 
Brough  served  faithfully  in  the  deacon's  office  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  good  financier  and  a  fine  housekeeper  in  the  deacon's 
office.  He  will  be  missed  in  the  home,  church  and  the  commu- 
nity. Services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  J.  Monroe  Danner  and 
the  writer  in  the  Mummerts  Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  inter- 
ment in  the  cemetery  adjoining. — W.  G.  Group,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Bush,  Adelaide  V.,  aged  48  years,  passed  away  at  her  home 
in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  on  March  26,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  sev- 
eral months.  She  was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Md.,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and  many  relatives.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Hagerstown  church  with  the  under- 
signed in  charge.  Burial  was  in  the  Rose  Hill  cemetery. — Paul 
M.  Robinson,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Chedisier,  Carrie,  daughter  of  M.  M.  and  Lucy  Chedister,  was 
born  Aug.  7,  1895,  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  and  died  April  5, 
1941.  Thirty-three  years  ago  she,  with  her  parents,  moved  to  a 
farm  three  miles  east  of  Mendon,  Ohio.  Miss  Chedister  united 
with  the  Montezuma  Disciples  of  Christ  church  thirty-five  years 
ago.  After  moving  to  Mendon  she  attended  the  Ross  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  All  through  her  life  she  clung  to  her  early  faith 
in  Christ,  trusting  him  fully.  She  leaves  one  brother  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  rites  were  conducted  at  the  Salem  Presbyterian 
church  with  Bro.  A.  L.  Coil,  pastor  of  the  Ross  Brethren  church, 
officiating. — Minnie   Aufderhar,   Mendon,   Ohio. 

Clark,  Mary  Jane,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  niece  on 
March  8,  1941,  at  the  age  of  78  years,  2  months  and  1  day.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Crouse  Clark,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Knob  Creek  when  she  was 
a  girl.  She  expressed  a  beautiful  Christian  spirit  throughout  her 
life.  She  is  survived  by  a  brother.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  by  the  undersigned,  with  interment  in  the  family  ceme- 
tery.— Cecil   C.    Ikenberry,   Johnson   City,   Tenn. 

Conway,  Sadie  Tissue,  wife  of  Okey  Conway  of  near  Mark- 
leysburg,  Pa.,  was  born  June  24,  1878,  and  died  April  7,  1941. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  sons,  one  brother,  one 
half  sister,  eighteen  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Services  were  in  the  home  by  the  undersigned. — B.  B.  Ludwick, 
Markleysburg,  Pa. 

Day,  F.  M.,  son  of  J.  B.  and  Nancy  Day,  was  born  Sept.  26, 
1861,  at  Portland,  Oregon,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Yakima, 
Wash.,  March  9,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  about  two  years.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Dora  B.  Wade  on  Nov.  4,  1888.  To 
this  union  were  born  seven  children,  one  having  died  in  infancy. 
Bro.  Day  united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  at 
nineteen  was  called  to  the  deacon's  office.  Surviving  are  his 
wife,  two  sons,  four  daughters,  twelve  grandchildren  and  five 
great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Chap- 
man and  Poulin  funeral  home  in  charge  of  Bro.  M.  G.  Blicken- 
staff,  assisted  by  Bro.  Paul  S.  Longenecker  of  Outlook,  Wash. 
Interment  was  in  the  Tahoma  cemetery  at  Yakima. — M.  G.  Blick- 
•enstaff,  Yakima,   Wash. 

Fair,  Martha  Adeline,  was  born  to  William  and  Susan  Bigelow, 
May  23,  1871,  and  died  April  20,  1941.  She  united  with  the 
church  at  the  age  of  eighteen  and  was  active  in  Sunday  school 
and  women's  work  as  long  as  she  was  physically  able.  Her 
marriage  was  to  John  Fair,  April  24,  1891.  A  daughter  died  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  Her  husband  survives.  Funeral  services 
•were  conducted  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Roy  Gil- 
mer, at  the  Huntington  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  in 
rthe  Mt.  Hope  cemetery. — Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Fike,  Betty  Louise,  aged  13,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Cora  Wis- 
singer  Fike,  died  April  11  in  Hazel  McGilvery  hospital  from 
severe  body  burns  sustained  when  her  clothing  ignited  from  a 
bonfire  at  the  home  a  few  days  prior  to  her  death.  Betty  was  a 
talented  child  and  did  her  bit  cheerfully  in  the  activities  of 
her  Sunday-school  class  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On  Palm  Sunday  she 
was  one  of  the  two  who  led  the  procession  of  children  to  the 
altar.  Surviving  are  her  parents,  a  sister  and  a  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  at  the  Fike  home  by  Bro.  DeWitt 
L.  Miller,  with  interment  in  the  Union  cemetery  at  Meyersdale. 
— W.  A.   Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Gnagey,  Jonas  E.,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1850,  in  Garrett  County, 
Md.,  and  died  Oct.  23,  1940,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  where  he  had  been  visiting.  In  spite  of  his 
ninety  years  he  had  been  unusually  active  until  a  short  time 
before  his  death.  On  Aug.  7,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Swauger.  A  large  family  was  left  when  the  mother 
was  taken  by  death  following  the  birth  of  the  sixteenth  child. 
His  life  was  spent  in  and  around  the  community  where  he  was 


born.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Maple  Grove  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Surviving  are  six  sons  and 
six  daughters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home 
of  a  daughter  in  Grantsville  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum,  and  bur- 
ial was  in  the  cemetery  at  that  place. — Mrs.  Arthur  Scrogum, 
Accident,  Md. 

Horning,  David  R.,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Sept.  20,  1852, 
the  son  of  Eld.  William  and  Pricilla  Rittenhouse  Horning.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  married  to  Maggie  C.  Riglin  on  Dec.  25,  1876.  One  son 
and  one  daughter  were  born  to  this  family,  both  of  whom  sur- 
vive. He  moved  to  Nebraska  near  Fairmont,  where  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  over  sixty  years  ago.  A  few 
years  later  he  was  elected  to  the  deacon's  office.  He  lived  for 
three  years  in  South  Dakota,  and  came  from  there  to  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  fifty-one  years  ago.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  this 
church.  He  was  very  active  in  Sunday-school  work  as  teacher 
and  superintendent.  While  in  South  Dakota  he  superintended 
one  Sunday  school  in  the  morning  and  another  in  the  afternoon. 
Bro.  Horning  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  For  the  past  ten  years 
he  was  blind,  for  the  past  three,  bedfast.  His  wife  has  been  an 
invalid  for  a  number  of  years.  The  end  came  on  March  11.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  church  by  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz. 
Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery  at  La  Verne. — Grace 
Hileman  Miller,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

John,  Mary  Jane,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on 
Nov.  2,  1852.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Daniel  F.  John  on 
Feb.  15,  1872.  She  with  her  husband  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Bear  Creek  on  Feb.  18,  1883.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  thirty-two  years  ago  and  since  that  time 
Aunt  Jane  has  lived  alone.  She  was  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Bear  Creek  church  but  was  seldom  absent  from  the  Sunday 
morning  service  and  never  missed  a  communion.  After  an  ill- 
ness of  seven  weeks  she  died  April  2,  1941.  She  leaves  one  half 
sister  and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Bear  Creek  church  with  Bro.  Parker  M.  Filbrun 
officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  George  Hunn.  Burial  was  in  the 
Bear  Creek  cemetery. — Olive  Stoner,  New  Lebanon,   Ohio. 

Johnson,  Mae  A.,  widow  of  William  J.  Johnson,  died  April  10, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Westminster,  Md.  She  was  aged 
75  years.  Confined  to  her  bed  for  five  months,  she  bore  her  ill- 
ness with  Christian  fortitude.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  childhood  and  found  great  joy  in 
serving  her  church.  She  leaves  four  sons  and  six  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  of  the  son  by  Eld. 
George  A.  Early  and  Rev.  Lester  Welsh.  Interment  was  in  the 
Meadow  Branch  cemetery. — Mrs.  H.  Edgar  Royer,  Westminster, 
Md. 

Lichty,  Sallie  E.,  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  M.  and  Susan 
Livengood  Lichty,  was  born  June  16,  1873,  and  died  March  11, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  her  brother  in  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  following 
a  lingering  illness.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  active  in  all  of  its  work.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  home  of  her  brother  with  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller 
officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Union  cemetery  at  Meyersdale. 
— W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

Lingafeller,  William  J.,  was  born  July  29,  1851,  near  Kendall- 
ville,  Ind.,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1941.  When  he  was  a  young  man 
his  parents,  David  and  Marguerite,  moved  to  Syracuse.  Later 
he  entered  the  farming  industry  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  where  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Rothrock  on  Jan.  26,  1879.  To  this  union  were 
born  five  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  In 
1908  the  family  came  to  Reedley,  Calif.,  from  Lake  Odessa,  Mich., 
and  have  resided  at  this  place  most  of  the  time  since.  He  was 
baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twenty 
and  lived  a  devoted,  loyal,  Christian  life.— Mrs.  Anna  V.  Ram- 
sey, Reedley,  Calif. 

Lohr,  Ralph,  was  born  Nov.  12,  1904,  and  departed  this  life  at 
the  age  of  36  years,  3  months  and  22  days.  In  addition  to  his 
parents  he  is  survived  by  two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  parental  home  by  Bro.  J.  M. 
Geary.  Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Spring  church  cemetery. — Mrs. 
J.  M.   Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Miller,  Mrs.  Ellen  Wright,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Flick 
Wright,  was  born  in  Somerset,  July  5,  1846,  and  died  March  8, 
1941.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. She  is  survived  by  three  sons,  three  daughters,  one  broth- 
er, one  sister,  forty-five  grandchildren  and  twenty-seven  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  in  the  Middle  Creek  church 
were  conducted  by  Pastor  W.  F.  Berkebile.  Interment  was  in 
the   church   cemetery. — Lillian  Bruner,   Rockwood,   Pa. 

Miller,  Susan  A.,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Christine  Schrock 
Miller,  was  born  Dec.  13,  1845.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  thir- 
teen children,  only  two  of  whom  survive.  She  joined  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age  and  was  an  active  member.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  in  the  Pike  Run  church  by  Bro. 
W.  F.  Berkebile.  Interment  was  in  the  Somerset  County  Me- 
morial Park.— Lillian   Bruner,   Rockwood,  Pa. 

Mills,  George,  was  born  in  Scotland,  Feb.  10,  1873,  and  died 
April  6,  1941.  Surviving  are  the  wife,  three  sons,  one  daughter, 
eight  grandchildren,  three  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  home  by  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Stahls  Mennonite  cemetery. — Wm.  H.  Rummel, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 
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Rodabaugh,  Fanny,  daughter  of  Eld.  John  and  Hannah  Bair 
Krabill,  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  near  West  Independence, 
Ohio,  June  1,  1850,  and  passed  away  April  18,  1941.  On  May  16, 
1872,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Solomon  Rodabaugh.  A  fam- 
ily of  seven  children  were  given  to  this  union.  Three  preceded 
the  parents  in  death;  the  father  passed  away  eighteen  years  ago. 
There  are  also  twelve  grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchil- 
dren. At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  mother  made  a  confession  of 
her  Lord  in  the  West  Independence  community.  At  once  she 
began  to  live  a  life  of  trust  and  faithful  service.  For  the  past 
sixty-nine  years  she  held  membership  in  the  Eagle  Creek  con- 
gregation, where  she  wrought  well  for  her  Master  in  whatever 
way  duty  called  her.  She  was  faithful  in  attendance  at  the  serv- 
ices of  God's  house.  One  of  the  regrets  of  her  last  months  was 
that  she  was  deprived  of  the  blessings  of  fellowship  at  the  altar 
of  prayer  where  for  so  many  years  she  held  communion  with 
those  of  like  precious  faith.  During  the  past  several  years,  when 
the  infirmities  of  age  were  felt  she  lived  with  her  children.  In 
their  homes  her  life  was  a  beautiful  beacon  of  Christian  light. 
Since  December  last  her  strength  had  been  slowly  failing.  As 
the  physical  was  ebbing  the  spiritual  grew  stronger.  Not  a  day 
passed  but  that  she  spoke  of  her  expectations  of  a  house  not 
made  with  hands,  and  of  the  dear  ones  awaiting  her  coming. 
In  that  peace  which  passeth  all  understanding  she  fell  quietly 
asleep.  We  will  miss  her  in  our  homes  and  in  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  The  funeral  service,  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  G.  Freed, 
assisted  by  the  writer,  was  held  at  the  home  of  her  son.  In- 
terment was  in  the  Eagle  Creek  cemetery. — J.  J.  Anglemeyer, 
Williamstown,  Ohio. 

Seese,  Thomas  B.,  was  born  in  1865,  at  Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va., 
and  died  Feb.  22,  1941,  at  Leckrone,  Pa.,  after  an  illness  of  some 
months.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  daughter,  one  son  and 
five  stepchildren.  He  was  received  into  the  church  Dec.  2,  1940, 
by  baptism  although  he  was  so  weak  as  to  be  helpless.  This 
act  gave  him  hope  and  comfort  and  enabled  him  better  to  endure 
suffering.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  H.  Glover,  a  lifelong  acquaint- 
ance. Burial  was  in  the  Acklin  cemetery  near  Republic,  Pa. — 
C.   C.   Sollenberger,  Uniontown,   Pa. 

Shiflletl,  John  H.,  aged  44,  -was  born  near  Lynnwood,  Va.,  and 
died  at  his  home  near  the  Mill  Creek  church  on  April  1,  1941, 
following  a  period  of  ill-health.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  ShifHett.  A  member  of  the  Mill  Creek  church,  he  was 
a  good  Christian  man.  He  was  married  to  Willie  Raines,  who 
survives  him,  along  with  his  parents,  one  son,  one  daughter,  two 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Brethren  Homer  J.  Miller  and  C.  E.  Long  at  the  Mill  Creek 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Lera  Bow- 
man Jarrels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

Shively,  John  Curtis,  son  of  Robert  V.  and  Phietta  Knause 
Shively,  was  born  Jan.  13,  1862,  at  Salem,  Pa.,  and  passed  away 
at  his  home  near  Homeworth,  Ohio,  April  14,  1941.  He  and  his 
wife,  who  was  Mary  Gwynne,  celebrated  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary  Sept.  28,  1936.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Reading  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  had  been  a  teacher  of  an 
adult  Bible  class  for  fifteen  years.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  six  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchil- 
dren. Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  home  by  his  pas- 
tor, the  undersigned. — H.  C.  Lehman,  Salem,  Ohio. 

Snively,  Sudie  Winifred,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Amanda  Ham- 
maker  Snively,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1887,  and  passed  away  March  7, 
1941.  She  had  lived  her  entire  life  at  her  birthplace  south  of 
Waynesboro.  Although  she  suffered  from  heart  trouble  for  a 
number  of  years,  her  death  came  suddenly  after  an  evening  of 
quilting  for  the  aid  society.  For  ten  years  she  and  two  sisters 
cared  for  their  invalid  father,  who  lived  to  be  ninety-three.  She 
was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is 
survived  by  two  sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  home  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I.  Thomas,  with  inter- 
ment in  the  Greenhill  cemetery. — Martha  Heefner,  Waynesboro, 
Pa. 

Thomas,  William  H.,  was  born  April  27,  1866,  and  died  April  8, 
1941.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  twenty-five  years  ago.  He 
is  survived  by  one  son,  five  grandchildren,  four  great-grandchil- 
dren, two  great-great-grandchildren  and  two  brothers.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  over  fifty  years, 
serving  as  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  about  twenty-two 
years.  Services  by  the  undersigned  were  in  the  Asher  Glade 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  interment  in  the  Barnhouse  ceme- 
tery.— B.  B.  Ludwick,  Markleysburg,  Pa. 

Thompson,  Cassie  D.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth 
Deeter  Gauby,  was  born  near  Bradford,  Ohio,  July  22,  1866,  and 
died  in  the  hospital  in  Greenville,  Ohio,  March  13,  1941.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  she  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Harris  Creek.  On  Feb.  5,  1885,  she  was  married  to  William  E. 
Thompson,  who  preceded  her  in  death  July  9,  1940.  To  them 
one  son  was  born,  who  with  eleven  grandchildren  and  ten  great- 
grandchildren survive.  Her  funeral  was  conducted  in  the  home 
of  the  son  by  Bro.  F.  C.  Hollingshead,  pastor  of  the  Oakland 
Church.  Interment  was  in  the  cemetery  at  the  Harris  Creek 
church. — Martin   D.    Gauby,   Washington,   Kans. 

Trimmer,  Elsie  L.,  daughter  of  the  late  Lewis  H.  and  Alice 
Ferree  Trimmer,  died  April  14,  1941,  at  the  South  Mountain 
Sanitarium,  aged  57  years.  Services  were  held  in  Mummerts 
Church   of   the   Brethren   near   East   Berlin,    Pa.,    by   Dr.   Baker, 


a  Lutheran  minister,  and  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery adjoining. — W.  G.  Group,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Wagner,  Ellen  Wiley,  died  at  her  home  in  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  Jan. 
15,  1941,  aged  73  years,  4  months  and  13  days.  She  leaves  a 
husband,  one  son  and  five  sisters.  Sister  Wagner  was  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  Upper  Conewago  congregation  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  the 
writer,  with  interment  in  the  Mummert  cemetery  near  East 
Berlin. — W.  G.  Group,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Whitmer,  Lester,  of  Calverton,  Va.,  died  April  5,  1941,  aged  34 
years.  His  death  came  as  a  train  struck  the  car  in  which  he  was 
riding.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  was  Mae  Kline,  five 
children,  three  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  in  the 
Midland  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  A. 
Hinegardner.  Interment  was  in  the  Midland  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Wm.   S.   Heddings,    Catlett,   Va. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS  ' 

California 

Bakersfield. — Thirty  were  present  for  our  love  feast  on  April  18 
with  Bro.  C.  Earl  Fisher  officiating.  Since  our  last  report  two 
have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism,  and  two  have  been 
taken  by  death.  Our  new  pastor,  Bro.  C.  Earl  Fisher,  has  been 
giving  us  some  very  fine  sermons,  and  the  singing  is  greatly  im- 
proved under  the  direction  of  the  pastor's  wife.  On  Easter  eve- 
ning about  twenty  presented  a  cantata.  With  the  help  of  our 
pastor  our  Bible  studies  and  prayer  services  are  very  interesting 
each  Wednesday  evening.  We  now  have  the  hundred  per  cent 
Gospel  Messenger  club.  We  enjoyed  some  very  interesting  pre- 
Easter  services.  We  are  having  our  church  house  painted  this 
spring.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  each  Thursday  all  day  with  hot 
lunch  at  the  noon  hour.  We  are  busy  piecing,  quilting,  knotting 
comforters  for  the  needy  and  doing  various  other  things.  We 
would  be  glad  for  more  workers. — Mrs.  Belle  Hylton,  Bakersfield, 
Calif.,  April  19. 

La  Verne. — On  Easter  Sunday  morning  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz 
baptized  twenty-two  persons;  others  are  considering  this  rite 
for  a  later  date.  The  three  choirs  participated  in  the  morning 
services,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Beckner  directing  the  juniors.  Mrs.  Robert 
Tully,  the  high  school  group,  and  Prof.  Charles  E.  Wagoner,  the 
adult  choir.  On  April  6  the  adult  organization  gave  an  Easter 
cantata.  On  April  10  the  college  young  people  rendered  a  drama 
at  the  chapel  hour.  The  children's  choir  went  caroling  on  Easter 
morning,  then  enjoyed  breakfast  served  by  the  Dorcas  club  and 
the  Friendship  class  at  Fellowship  Hall.  Children  of  the  primary 
department  went  to  the  homes  of  shut-ins  during  the  Sunday- 
school  hour  and  gave  short  Easter  programs. — Grace  Hileman 
Miller,  La  Verne,  Calif.,  April  17. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — On  Easter  Sunday  we  enjoyed  a  program 
rendered  by  our  Sunday-school  pupils,  followed  by  an  inspira- 
tional sermonette  by  Pastor  Fred  Flora.  In  closing  Bro.  Flora 
gave  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  unsaved.  There  were  ten  con- 
verts. A  baptismal  service  will  be  held  April  20  following  the 
morning  service.  The  date  for  our  spring  love  feast  is  May  18. 
— Mrs.  Hilda  Quesinberry,  Alhambra,   Calif.,  April  17. 

Reedley. — Special  services  were  held  preceding  Easter,  with 
speakers  from  the  various  churches  of  Reedley,  and  on  Good 
Friday  there  were  union  services  at  the  First  Mennonite  church. 
On  Friday  evening  our  pastor,  Bro.  David  Studebaker,  will 
bring  the  message,  on  which  occasion  we  will  make  our  initial 
contribution  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Elder  and 
Sister  D.  F.  Sink  were  the  honored  guests  at  a  social  held  re- 
cently at  the  church  in  appreciation  of  their  long  and  faithful 
service.  Eld.  Sink  has  had  oversight  of  the  church  almost  con- 
tinuously for  twenty-three  years.  A  program  was  held  and  a 
large  lamp  and  a  picture  were  presented  them.  Our  love  feast 
is  to  be  held  on  April  20.  There  is  to  be  a  baptismal  service  on 
that  day  also. — Mrs.  Anna  V.  Ramsey,  Reedley,   Calif.,  April  20. 

Colorado 
Fruila. — On  Feb.  19  we  held  a  birthday  supper  with  an  inter- 
esting program,  each  one  contributing  as  many  pennies  as  he 
was  years  old.  On  Feb.  28  in  the  Baptist  church,  we  joined 
with  the  other  churches  of  Fruita  in  observing  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer.  On  March  16  we  had  a  missionary  tea  in  the  evening, 
at  which  time  Sister  Mary  High  gave  an  interesting  review  of 
Soudan's  Second  Sunup.  On  April  4  we  had  an  all-church  sup- 
per, after  which  we  held  our  regular  quarterly  council.  Be- 
cause of  the  effect  of  the  high  altitude  on  his  health,  Bro.  Marion 
Stern  handed  in  his  resignation  as  pastor.  The  church  regrets 
very  much  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  Stern  leave;  their  efforts 
have  been  greatly  appreciated  outside  as  well  as  in  the  church. 
Bro.  Stern  is  chairman  of  the  ministerial  group  of  the  town! 
On  April  10  a  baby  daughter  came  to  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Stern.  On  April  9  there  was  hearty  co-operation  in  clean- 
ing and  planting  around  the  church.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every 
week  for  quilting.  Since  our  last  report  this  group  has  served 
a  dinner,  held  a  bazaar  and  food  sale  and  purchased  two  dozen 
steel  chairs  for  our  dining  room.  We  joined  with  the  other 
churches  in  Good  Friday  services  and  Easter  sunrise  services. 
In  a  beautiful  candlelight  service  one  was  received  by  baptism. 
Under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Stern  the  intermediates  are  putting 
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out  a  patch  of  potatoes  in  order  to  raise  money  to  go  to  camp 
this  summer. — Josephine  Ulrich,  Fruita,  Colo.,  April  19. 

Florida 

Miami.— Every  Sunday  for  more  than  six  months  we  have  had 
out-of-state  visitors  worship  with  us.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  S. 
Crumpacker  of  Virginia  were  here  for  several  weeks;  Brother 
and  Sister  George  Brallier  of  Curlew,  Iowa;  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Calvin  Ulery  of  North  Manchester.  The  first  wedding  was 
held  in  our  new  church  on  March  2.  Sister  Vivian  Clay  and 
Henry  Laws  were  married  at  the  close  of  the  morning  service 
by  our  pastor,  Bro.  T.  Simon  Richardson.  The  church  was  beau- 
tiful with  flowers.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  a  returned  missionary, 
gave  us  two  very  fine  talks.  Bro.  McKinley  Coffman,  district 
director,  and  our  elder,  Bro.  C.  C.  Price,  are  always  welcomed 
by  young  and  old.  Our  young  people  gave  a  beautiful  Easter 
pageant,  enjoyed  by  everyone  present.  Anyone  having  friends 
or  relatives  living  in  or  near  Miami  please  write  our  pastor  or 
this  correspondent,  giving  name  and  address. — Mrs.  Enos  Over- 
holser,  Box  4002,  Pinewood  Station,  Miami,  Fla.,  April  23. 

Illinois 
Cerro  Gordo. — Our  church  members  met  in  regular  council 
meeting  on  April  6.  One  of  the  items  of  business  was  making 
plans  for  a  fund  for  redecorating  the  interior  of  the  church. 
The  men's  work  has  purchased  new  hymnals  for  the  church, 
and  the  women's  work  two  stoves  for  the  church  basement.  A 
class  of  fifteen  in  preparation  for  church  membership  has  been 
meeting  weekly.  In  February  we  held  a  Sunday-school  and  Bible 
institute  with  Bro.  Lester  Fike  of  Astoria  and  Bro.  Galen  Leh- 
man of  Springfield  in  charge.  On  Feb.  21  the  women's  work  had 
a  special  meeting,  with  an  interesting  program,  an  offering  and 
a  social  hour.  On  the  evening  of  March  36  we  gave  a  musical 
program,  consisting  of  instrumental  and  vocal  numbers,  readings 
and  a  short  talk  by  our  pastor.  We  had  pre-Easter  meetings  dur- 
ing Holy  Week  and  communion  on  Good  Friday  evening.  The 
young  people  of  the  church  united  with  the  Methodist  young 
people  for  an  Easter  sunrise  service.  On  Easter  morning  the 
children  gave  a  program  of  songs  and  recitations  and  our  pas- 
tor conducted  a  consecration  service  for  babies  and  their  par- 
ents.—Edith  M.  Gossett,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  April  21. 

Hurricane  Creek. — From  Feb.  25  to  27  we  were  hosts  to  the 
Sunday-school  and  Bible  institute  of  this  section.  With  Bro. 
Oliver  Dearing  leading  we  discussed  ideas  for  improvements 
of  Sunday-school  work.  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman  was  in  charge  of 
the  Bible  study.  Our  ministerial  committee  has  obtained  Bro. 
W.  T.  Heckman  to  hold  our  evangelistic  meeting  the  first  of 
August.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  decided  to  sponsor  a  vacation  Bible 
school  this  summer  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Mary  Swinger. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  working  on  a  play  to  be  given  in  the  near 
future.  This  group  is  presenting  the  church  with  a  communion 
:service.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Ausby  Swinger,  conducted  services 
the  week  before  Easter,  with  a  love  feast  on  Saturday  evening. 
Eld.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff  presided  and  there  were  forty-four  pres- 
■  ent.  ¥e  met  in  council  meeting  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Bro. 
Blickenstaff  brought  us  the  Easter  messages  on  Sunday  in  the 
absence  of  our  pastor,  who  was  called  to  his  mother's  bedside. 
.She  passed  away  on  April  15.  The  work  here  has  been  growing 
steadily  through  the  help  of  Brother  and  Sister  Swinger  during 
the  past  year.  We  look  forward  to  a  greater  spiritual  growth  in 
^:he  coming  year,  with  Bro.  Swinger  as  full-time  pastor  after 
.June  1. — Martha  Dooly,  Vandalia.  111.,  April  21. 

Lanark. — A  beautiful  Easter  program  of  music,  reading  and  a 
play,  The  Resurrection,  was  given  on  Sunday  evening,  April  13. 
This  play  was  also  given  in  the  Freeport  church  on  April  6. 
The  young  people  of  that  church  gave  us  a  splendid  program  and 
a  short  temperance  play,  Why  Should  I?  on  March  30.  About  sev- 
enty young  people  of  our  church  and  the  Cherry  Grove  church 
attended  Easter  sunrise  services  at  Cherry  Grove.  A  service 
•of  consecration  of  babies  and  the  reception  of  new  members 
was  held  at  the  close  of  the  Easter  morning  worship.  We  dis- 
missed our  Sunday  evening  service  of  April  20  to  attend  the  play, 
Pontius  Pilate,  given  at  the  First  Brethren  church.  They  and 
several  other  churches  of  the  town  attended  our  Easter  pro- 
gram. On  April  15  the  Manchester  Chapel  Choir  gave  us  a  splen- 
did program.  A  short  dramatization  of  the  United  States  of 
America  Vs.  Arle  Brooks  was  given  by  our  pastor  and  four  men. 
At  the  morning  service  on  March  16  Bro.  Paul  Miller  of  Mil- 
ledgeville  preached  for  us  and  in  the  evening  a  union  meeting 
'was  held  at  our  church,  with  Rev.  H.  H.  Donnenworth  of  the 
Anti-Saloon  League  as  speaker.  The  fathers  and  sons,  under 
the  presidency  of  R.  M.  Livengood,  had  a  potluck  supper  and 
program  with  Bro.  John  F.  Burton  of  Lena  as  guest  speaker. 
"We  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  at  a  recent 
morning  service.  It  was  decided  at  our  last  business  meeting 
to  retain  Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman  as  pastor  for  two  years.  The 
«date  for  our  love  feast  is  May  4.  The  church  has  grown  since 
our  recent  revival  meetings  by  Brother  and  Sister  Canfield  with 
their  inspiring  messages  and  beautiful  instrumental  music  and 
songs. — Mrs.   Virgil  Royer,   Lanark,   111.,   April  20. 

Polo. — Annual  family  night,  sponsored  by  the  Friendship  Cir- 
cle, was  observed  Feb.  26  at  the  church  with  150  present  for  a 
scramble  supper.  A  program  of  music  and  readings  and  colored 
moving  pictures  of  the  state  hospital  at  Dixon  was  given.  On 
March  4  the  ladies  of  the  church  served   lunch  at  Price   Heck- 


man's  sale  and  cleared  $42.76.  Superintendent  John  I.  Master- 
son  of  the  Forreston  school  was  guest  speaker  at  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
on  March  2,  and  Bro.  Francis  Shenefelt  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  spoke  during  the  church  service  the  same  evening. 
At  our  council  on  March  10  we  voted  to  entertain  the  district 
meeting  here  Aug.  30  to  Sept.  1.  Delegates  elected  to  district 
meeting  were  Brethren  C.  W.  Stauffer,  William  Hare  and  Mrs. 
Rhoda  Davis.  Bro.  Jesse  Baker  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting.  A  temperance  play,  The  Pact,  was  given  March  23  by 
the  young  people.  Rev.  W.  E.  Royston  of  Chicago  delivered  a 
temperance  sermon  March  30.  Our  church  co-operated  in  the 
World  Day  of  Prayer  service,  in  union  pre-Easter  services,  in 
Easter  sunrise  service  at  the  Pines  state  park,  and  in  the  three- 
hour  service  on  Good  Friday.  All  these  were  sponsored  by  the 
six  Protestant  churches.  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman  of  Cerro  Gordo  con- 
ducted meetings  during  Holy  Week.  Our  young  people's  choir, 
under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  R.  O.  Blough,  sang  each  evening. 
Twelve  were  baptized  on  Good  Friday  night,  this  service  being 
followed  by  our  love  feast  with  116  seated  at  the  Lord's  table. 
On  Easter  morning  there  were  249  at  Sunday  school.  The  Man- 
chester College  Chapel  Choir,  directed  by  Prof.  D.  W.  Boyer, 
gave  a  concert  on  the  afternoon  of  Easter  Day. — Mrs.  Hazel 
Krum,  Polo,  111.,  April  21. 

Indiana 

Bethany. — We  met  in  council  on  March  6  with  Eld.  A.  E.  Clem 
officiating.  May  24  was  set  as  the  date  for  our  communion. 
On  March  9  Bro.  Howard  Bosler  showed  his  pictures  in  the 
evening.  On  March  16  the  Motet  singers  of  Goshen  gave  us  a 
fine  program.  The  six  churches  of  Jackson  Township  held  union 
pre-Easter  services,  exchanging  pulpits  and  ministers  each  eve- 
ning. A  sunrise  service  was  held  at  the  Methodist  church.  The 
aid  society  is  doing  fine  work.  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Man- 
chester will  be  with  us  in  a  series  of  meetings  next  fall. — Mrs. 
Bertha  B.   Weybright,  Syracuse,   Ind.,   April  21. 

Burnettsville.— On  March  23  two  girls  were  received  by  bap- 
tism. At  our  council  meeting  on  March  25  Bro.  Wilbur  Holsinger 
and  Bro.  Ralph  Brechbiel  were  chosen  deacons.  Eld.  Thomas 
Shively  and  wife  were  here  to  assist  in  this  service.  Bro. 
Shively  also  preached  for  us  on  April  20  and  installed  these 
brethren  with  their  wives  into  the  office  of  deacon.  On  March  26, 
27  the  White  County  Sunday-school  convention  was  held  at  our 
church.  The  two  main  speakers  were  Bro.  Otho  Winger  of 
North  Manchester  and  Mr.  Albertson  of  Indianapolis.  On  April 
6  Bro.  Hiram  Peters  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  brought  a  very  good  mes- 
sage. On  the  evening  of  April  13  the  high  school  baccalaureate 
sermon  was  delivered  in  our  church  by  Rev.  D.  S.  Dodson,  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  church.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  will  be 
held  April  25  with  Rev.  Howard  Jenkins  of  Delphi  as  guest 
speaker.  There  will  be  a  pulpit  exchange  on  April  27;  Rev. 
David  Foutz  of  Logansport  will  be  in  the  pulpit  at  Burnetts- 
ville. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Saturday  evening.  May  24. — 
Martha  Reiff  Tobias,  Burnettsville,   Ind.,   April  21. 

Flora. — The  council  meeting  on  March  25  was  well  attended 
and  interesting.  We  voted  to  co-operate  with  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  work  in  every  way  possible.  Our  church  united  with 
the  other  churches  of  town  in  union  services  each  Wednesday 
evening  during  Lent.  The  men's  quartet  from  Manchester  Col- 
lege was  with  us  on  April  6  for  both  morning  and  evening  serv- 
ices. This  day  was  also  the  beginning  of  our  pre-Easter  meet- 
ings.    Our   pastor   brought   the  messages   to   a   well-filled   house. 


Open  Letter  to  Messenger  Correspondents 

The  time  and  effort  given  by  correspondents  to  the 
work  of  reporting  news  for  their  church  paper  is  greatly 
appreciated.  However,  a  few  suggestions  may  make 
it  easier  for  both  those  who  send  in  the  news  and  those 
who  prepare  it  for  publication  in  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
Please  note   that — 

1.  Matter  intended  for  the  Messenger  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  paper  rather  than  to  an  individual. 

2.  Be  sure  to  give  the  name  of  your  church.  Write 
names  legibly  and  recheck  figures. 

3.  Report  news  promptly  and  briefly,  rather  than 
stale  items  at  long  intervals. 

4.  When  a  writer  is  not  the  regular  correspondent, 
be  sure  to  check  with  this  person  in  order  to  prevent 
duplication    and    confusion    in    reporting. 

5.  Endeavor  to  report  news  you  think  will  be  of 
more  than  purely  local  interest. 

6.  Write  plainly  and  on  one  side  of  the  paper.  If 
your  copy  is  typewritten,  be  sure  to  double  space. 
Leave   generous   margins. 

7.  When  in  doubt  as  to  how  to  prepare  matter  for  pub- 
lication, look  up  how  similar  matter  is  printed  in  the 
Messenger. 

Yours  fraternally, 

GOSPEL  MESSENGER. 
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On  the  evening  of  Good  Friday  five  united  with  the  church 
by  baptism.  Union  sunrise  services  were  held  at  our  church  on 
Easter,  with  Rev.  Kitzmiller  of  the  Baptist  church  speaking. 
The  Resurrection  Story  was  given  by  our  choir  on  Easter  eve- 
ning at  the  Mexico  church. — Mrs.  E.  H.  Brubaker,  Flora,  Ind., 
April  18. 

Fort,  Wayne. — On  Feb.  2  the  temperance  committee  presented 
a  program  of  education  by  use  of  the  film,  A  Tower  of  Strength, 
and  a  demonstration  of  the  effect  of  alcohol  upon  various  ar- 
ticles of  food.  When  our  pastor  had  the  flu  Mrs.  Wright  filled 
the  pulpit.  From  Feb.  6  to  8  the  ladies  of  the  church  held  a 
rummage  sale  with  proceeds  amounting  to  $41.66.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Feb.  9  the  Brethren  Service  deputation  team  from  Man- 
chester College  presented  a  film  showing  phases  of  life  in  the 
work  camp  at  Blough,  Pa.  On  Feb.  16  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a 
reception  for  the  younger  members  who  were  received  into  their 
fellowship.  Arlo  Gump  of  North  Manchester  spoke  to  the  group 
on  Balance^  The  Christian  Workers'  Society  was  invited  to  at- 
tend this  meeting.  On  Feb.  17  the  Amicus  club  enjoyed  a  tour 
through  the  Lincoln  Museum.  A  junior  choir  has  been  organized 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Wright.  At  a  workers'  meeting  on 
Feb.  18  we  discussed  many  problems.  One  of  these  was  a  unified 
service  for  the  summer  months  as  a  means  of  encouraging  at- 
tendance and  at  the  same  time  recognizing  vacations  and  visit- 
ing. On  the  evening  of  Feb.  23  the  official  board  was  in  charge 
of  the  service  while  our  pastor  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  at 
Cedar  Lake.  On  Feb.  28  the  women's  organization  sponsored 
its  annual  everybody's  night  at  the  church.  On  March  10  some 
attended  a  meeting  at  Cedar  Creek  for  instructions  regarding  a 
canvass  for  Brethren  Service  work.  The  executive  secretary  of 
the  district,  John  D.  Metzler,  conducted  the  meeting.  On  March 
10  the  Little  Women's  club  held  a  meeting  at  the  church  with 
Rev.  Eric  L.  A.  Hill  of  the  South  Wayne  Baptist  church  as 
speaker.  On  March  16  Bro.  S.  A.  Weaver  preached  for  us.  On 
March  23  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney,  director  of  our  Lagro  camp, 
spoke  to  our  congregation  on  Where  Do  You  Live?  Recent  gifts 
to  the  church  consisted  of  robes  for  the  choir,  two  hundred  indi- 
vidual communion  glasses  and  two  palms  for  the  altar.  We 
appreciate  the  deep  feelings  of  desire  to  serve  in  this  way.  Our 
church  is  giving  for  Brethren  Service  work  and  is  glad  to  have 
a  part  in  sending  our  district  over  the  top  with  our  quota  for 
the  Conference  Budget.  Early  on  Easter  morning  about  one 
fourth  of  our  membership  assembled  for  a  sunrise  service  con- 
sisting of  music,  a  reading  of  the  day-by-day  activities  of  Jesus' 
last  week  and  a  dramatic  presentation  of  the  women  at  the  tomb. 
A   simple    breakfast   was    served    by    the    ladies    of    the    church. 


Stewardship  and  evangelism  were  the  special  emphases  at  the 
meetings  before  Easter.  Ten  were  baptized,  ten  letters  were  re- 
ceived, and  one  came  by  statement.  On  Easter  evening  the 
choir  rendered  the  cantata,  The  Victorious  Christ.  On  April  1 
Bro.  S.  A.  Weaver  presented  the  film,  The  Life  of  Christ,  based 
on  the  Passion  Play.  On  April  6  Sister  Frances  Miller  Gans 
presented  a  program  using  a  reflectoscope  and  Perry  pictures. 
Following  this  the  baptismal  service  was  held.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  April  10.  Good  Friday  services  were  held  at  five  places 
in  the  city,  Bro.  Wright  speaking  at  the  First  Methodist  church. 
We  had  a  Good  Friday  service  in  the  evening  at  our  church  for 
the  benefit  of  those  employed  during  the  day. — Marie  Valentine, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  April  21. 

Muncie. — On  March  9  Miss  Jeanette  Chen,  a  Chinese  student 
at  Manchester  College,  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  China,  with  a 
strong  religious  appeal.  From  March  31  to  April  13  we  held  our 
evangelistic  services,  with  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Brookville, 
Ohio,  as  the  evangelist.  Members  from  adjoining  churches  wor- 
shiped with  us  and  brought  special  music.  Three  have  been  bap- 
tized and  two  are  awaiting  the  rite.  Some  of  Bro.  Shank's  ser- 
mon themes  were:  Objectives  of  the  Church,  A  Vital  Religion, 
and  The  Holy  Spirit.  On  Easter  Sunday  the  young  people  spon- 
sored the  sunrise  service  with  good  attendance.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May.  A  special  class  of  in- 
struction is  being  conducted  Sunday  evenings  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
I.  E.  Oberholtzer,  for  the  children  and  those  young  in  the  faith. 
After  a  serious  illness  of  a  few  days  Bro.  George  Hoover  passed 
away. — Mrs.  Cletis  R.  Bowers,  Muncie,  Ind.,  April  18. 

Iowa 
Union  Ridge. — We  held  our  business  meeting  in  the  evening  of 
March  21,  our  elder,  Bro.  E.  M.  Frantz,  presiding.  We  decided  to 
have  our  spring  love  feast  June  1.  Plans  for  finishing  our  church 
basement  in  the  near  future  were  considered.  Our  general  mis- 
sionary offering  amounted  to  $46.  The  ladies'  aid  served  lunch 
for  farm  sales  during  this  winter  and  did  some  quilting.  A 
community  gathering  was  held  in  our  church  on  the  evening  of 
March  14.  The  speaker  was  Mr.  Donahue  of  Hampton,  and  his 
talk  was  a  report  of  a  trip  to  Mexico.  A  potluck  supper  was 
served.  It  was  decided  to  have  one  of  this  kind  on  the  second 
Friday  of  each  month.  The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  will 
be  held  on  May  9.  We  had  a  splendid  Easter  service  with  spe- 
cial numbers  in  music  and  readings  and  a  missionary  offering. 
A  brief,  impressive  dedication  service  was  conducted  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Easter  morning  program  in  behalf  of  the  young 
people  of  our  community  who  have  launched  the  Youth  Serves 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

May   18,   4   pm,   Inglewood. 
May    18,    4    pm,    Los    Angeles, 
First. 

Florida 

May  25,  Arcadia. 

Idaho 
May    17,    Clearwater. 

Illinois 
May    18,    Oak   Grove. 
May   18,   7  pm,   Sterling. 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 
June  1,  7:30  pm.  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

May   10,   Beech  Grove. 

May    11,    Buck    Creek. 

May  17,  7:30  pm.  Upper  Fall 
Creek. 

May  17,  7:30  pm,  West  Man- 
chester. 

May   18,   6:30  pm.   Rossville. 

May  18,  7:30  pm,  Blue  River. 

May    24,    Bethany. 

May  24,  North  Webster. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Burnettsville. 

May  24,   7:30   pm,   Middletown. 

May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 

May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

May   31,   7:30   pm,   Pipe   Creek. 

June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Iowa 

May   11,   Indian   Creek. 

May  17,  Des  Moines  Valley. 

May  24,  Fernald. 

June  1,  7  pm.  Union  Ridge. 

June  5,   7:30   pm,  Prairie   City. 

Kansas 

May  17,  Virdigris. 

May   18,  Washington  Creek. 

Maryland 

10,  4    pm,   Brownsville. 

11,  6:30    pm,    Monocacy. 
11,    7    pm,   Locust   Grove. 
17,   Bush   Creek. 
17,    1:30    pm,    Broadford- 

17,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

18,  6   pm,   Westminster. 
18,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 
18,  7  pm.  Green  Hill. 

24,  Grossnickle. 

25,  Ridgely. 
7,  4  pm.  Long  Green  Val- 


May 
May 
May 
May 
May 

ing 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
May 
June 

ley. 

Michigan 

May    11,    7:30    pm,    Lansing. 
June  7,  10  am,  New  Haven. 

Minnesota 

June  8,  Worthington. 

Ohio 
May  11,  8  pm,  Swan  Creek. 
May  24,  7  pm.  East  Nimishillen. 
May   24,   7:30   pm,   Bear  Creek. 
May   24,   7:30   pm,   Middle   Dis- 
trict. 
May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 
June  1,  Olivet. 

Oklahoma 

May  12,  Thomas. 


Pennsylvania 

May    9.    10    1:30    pm,    Annville. 

May  10,  Welty. 

May  10,  1:30  pm,  Indian  Creek. 

May    10,   11,   1:30   pm,   Midway. 

May  10,  11,  10:30  am.  Falling 
Spring,   Hade   house. 

May  10,   11,  1:30  pm,  Richland. 

May  10,  11,  4  pm.  Pleasant  Hill. 

May   11,   Cherry   Lane. 

May   11,   10  am,   Shrewsbury. 

May  11,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

May   11,  2  pm,   Spring  Grove. 

May    11,   7   pm,   Claysburg. 

May   11,  7  pm,  Germantown. 

May  11,  7  pm,  Pike  church, 
Brotherton. 

May  11,  7  pm,  Snake  Spring 
Valley. 

May  13,  7  pm,  Greencastle. 

May  14  and  15,  West  Greentree 
at  Florin  house. 

May  17,  1:30  pm,  Conestoga, 
Bareville. 

May  17,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 

May  17,  18,  Bachmanville. 

May  17,  18,  Salunga. 

May  17,  18,  10  am.  Big  Swatara, 
Hanoverdale. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
berg. 

May  17.  18,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,    Mummerts. 

May   18,  Ephrata. 

May  18,  Koontz. 

May  18,  New  Fairview. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Mechanics- 
burg. 

May  18,  4  pm,  Harrisburg. 

May  18,  6:30  pm.  Maple  Spring. 

May   18,   7  pm.  Ambler. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Madison  Ave- 
nue, York. 

May  18,  7  pm.  Ridge,  Fogel- 
sanger    house. 


May      18,      7     pm,     Westmont, 

Johnstown. 
May    20,    21,    Springville,    Moh- 

ler  house. 
May     21,     22,     Graybill    house. 

White    Oak. 
May    24,    6:30    pm,    Pine    Glen 

house.   Spring   Run. 
May     24,     25,     10     am,     Meyer 

house,    Fredericksburg. 
May  24.  25,   10   am,   Schuylkill. 
May  25,  Center  Hill. 
May   25,   Codorus. 
May      25,      Lower      Conewago, 

Bermudian    house. 
May   25,    Riddlesburg. 
May    25,    6:30    pm,    Springfield. 
May  25,  7  pm.  Perry,  Farmers 

Grove. 
May   25,   7:30  pm,  Jennersville. 
May  27,  28,  10  am,  Chiques. 
May  28,  29,  West  Conestoga. 
May   31,    1:30   pm,   Welsh   Run. 
May  31,  2  pm,  Akron. 
May      31,      7      pm.      Mechanic 

Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,   10  am,  Antie- 

tam.  Prices  Creek. 
June   1,   Boiling   Springs. 
June  1,  2:30  pm,  Marsh  Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June     4,      5,     Kreider     house. 

White    Oak. 
June  7,  2:30  pm,  Mingo. 

Tennessee 

May  10,  New  Hope. 

Virginia 

May  12,  7  pm.  Unity  at  Bethel. 

May   17,  Midland. 

May   18,  6  pm,  Garber  church. 

Cooks    Creek. 
May   18,   7   pm,   Linville   Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 
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project  in  the  local  church  in  co-operation  with  the  other  eight- 
een B.  Y.  P.  D.  groups  of  Northern  Iowa,  for  the  $500  pledge.  It 
was  evident  that  each  participant  appreciated  the  opportunity 
of  sharing  the  joy  of  placing  nickles,  dimes,  quarters,  half  dol- 
lars or  whole  dollars  in  the  special  envelopes. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Allen, 
Dumont,  Iowa,  April  21. 

Minnesota 
Root  River. — At  our  annual  business  meeting  Bro.  Mark  Burn- 
er was  elected  to  serve  as  our  pastor  for  another  year.  The 
Gospel  Messenger  was  placed  in  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
homes.  On  Feb.  7  a  special  members'  meeting  was  called  to  de- 
termine what  our  congregation  wished  to  do  concerning  the 
camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  We  decided  to  support  the 
movement.  Our  young  people  presented  a  Bible  to  each  of  the 
two  young  men  from  our  group  leaving  for  camp.  We  observed 
the  day  of  prayer  with  a  neighboring  ladies'  aid  society.  Bro. 
Burner  conducted  a  week's  pre-Easter  service  followed  by  an 
Easter  program  given  by  the  children.  Our  church  will  observe 
its  eighty-fifth  anniversary  on  July  6  with  Bro.  Zook  as  guest 
speaker.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend,  especially  those  who 
have  been  members  of  our  church. — Marjorie  Tammel,  Preston, 
Minn.,  April  16. 

Missouri 
Cabool. — A  special  council  meeting  was  held  in  the  Cabool 
church  Jan.  28,  1941,  to  discuss  the  peace  program  of  the  church. 
The  Mountain  Grove  and  Greenwood  churches  were  represented. 
We  voted  one  hundred  per  cent  to  support  the  peace  work 
adopted  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  On  April  13  the 
play,  The  Way  of  the  Cross,  was  well  given,  in  a  setting  of  an 
illuminated  cross  and  a  background  of  electrical  floating  cloud 
effects.  Our  love  feast  held  on  April  14  was  largely  attended. 
The  women's  work  meets  every  Wednesday,  and  every  first 
Wednesday  of  the  month  is  missionary  day  with  an  all-day  meet- 
ing. We  have  completed  and  mailed  a  large  box  of  clothing  for 
relief.  We  are  planning  to  hold  a  mother  and  daughter  meeting 
May  7.  The  men  are  beginning  work  on  the  young  people's  dis- 
trict camp.  They  are  building  new  fences,  painting,  etc.  The 
camp  will  be  available  to  other  groups.  The  Baptists  used  it  last 
year  and  have  asked  for  it  again  this  year. — Mrs.  Le  Roy  Riley, 
Cabool,  Mo.,  April  21. 

North  Dakota 

Carruigton  church  met  in  council  on  March  30  with  Eld.  Syl- 
van Stemen  presiding.  Prior  to  the  council  a  committee  on  ar- 
rangements for  the  district  conference  was  chosen;  also  a  church 
program  committee.  A.  B.  Richards,  our  church  treasurer, 
moved  recently  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash.,  with  his  family,  and  Rus- 
sel  Hart  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  Bro.  Richard's  time 
expires.  Sister  W.  I.  Brower  was  re-elected  as  president  of  the 
ladies'  aid  society.  On  March  27  Bro.  D.  D.  Funderburg  of 
Elgin  led  us  in  a  very  interesting  and  constructive  service.  Bro. 
Ralph  Petry  and  his  father  were  also  at  the  service.  A  very 
fine  all-day  service  was  enjoyed  on  Easter  Day. — Mrs.  Walter 
McKee,  Carrington,  N.  Dak.,  April  15. 

Pennsylvania 

Little  Swalara. — On  the  evening  of  March  9  at  the  Merkey 
house  Bro.  Cyrus  B.  Krall  of  Midway  was  guest  speaker  at  our 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting.  He  brought  us  a  very  timely  message  on 
Youth  Can  Serve.  The  Sanger  male  quartet  was  also  with  us  for 
this  occasion.  We  met  in  regular  council  on  March  15  at  the 
Ziegler  house.  We  decided  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  this  year.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Brethren 
Elam  Weaver,  J.  P.  Merkey  and  Miley  Weaver.  At  a  welfare  pro- 
gram held  on  March  16  at  Frystown,  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher  of  Her- 
shey  brought  a  fitting  address  on  Selective  Training  a  Challenge 
to  the  Church.  In  our  Sunday  school  and  preaching  service  at 
the  Ziegler  house  on  March  23  Miss  Rachel  Heisler,  a  represent- 
ative of  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  brought  us  a  message  on  Truths 
About  Alcohol.  A  few  words  of  greeting  were  also  brought  by 
the  president  of  the  Berks  County  Sabbath  School  Association. 
In  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  March  23  we  held  our  local 
Sunday-school  and  missionary  meeting  at  the  Ziegler  house.  At 
the  pre-Easter  services  at  the  Ziegler  house,  April  7-13,  messages 
were  brought  each  night  by  Bro.  J.  F.  King  of  Myerstown  and 
Bro.  Ammon  Merkey  of  Fredericksburg  as  guest  ministers,  and 
the  home  ministers.  At  the  Easter  program  at  the  Frystown 
house  on  April  13  the  Heidelberg  octet  brought  messages  in  song 
and  Bro.  David  H.  Markey  of  Reading  the  sermon.  Our  spring 
love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  Ziegler  house,  May  3  and  4.  Our 
ladies'  aid  society  has  progressed  since  its  organization  on  July 
29,  1940,  under  the  supervision  of  President  Nora  Frantz.  The 
society  at  the  time  of  its  organization  had  thirteen  members; 
at  present  there  are  sixty  members.  The  society  has  been  send- 
ing clothing  to  the  needy,  besides  doing  other  mission  work, 
quilting  and  making  clothing. — Stella  D.  Merkey,  Bethel,  Pa., 
April  14. 

Parkerford. — Bro.  Harold  Row,  minister  of  the  Richmond,  Va., 
church,  delivered  a  very  helpful  message  one  Sunday  in  Janu- 
ary on  the  subject,  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand.  Richard 
Gay,  a  student  at  Ursinus  College,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society  Feb.  2.  The  young  people  of  the 
church  enjoyed  a  covered  dish  supper  on  Feb.  20.    Mr.  and  Mrs. 


S.  Mathias  of  Spring  City  provided  the  entertainment.  John  Si- 
mon is  president  of  the  senior  Christian  Endeavor.  With  Mrs. 
P.  H.  Simon,  president,  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  ladies'  aid 
are  largely  attended.  The  ladies  provided  the  funds  for  paper- 
ing and  painting  several  rooms  in  the  parsonage,  and  furnishing 
new  rugs  for  the  church  basement.  Their  pledge  of  $25  for  the 
women's  work  project  is  paid  for  this  year.  Our  Sunday-school 
fellowship  supper  was  held  in  the  church  basement  on  March  14. 
The  young  people  furnished  the  entertainment  for  the  social 
hour  after  supper.  Miriam  Fox,  the  district  children's  superin- 
tendent, was  in  charge  of  the  children's  workers'  conference  held 
at  our  church  on  March  29.  The  conference  was  very  interest- 
ing and  worth  while.  At  the  quarterly  business  meeting  on 
April  2  the  trustees  decided  to  paint  the  church  buildings.  The 
church  pledged  $150  for  district  missions,  of  which  $75  is  to  be 
paid  at  our  district  meeting.  The  Sunday  school  has  also  pledged 
$150.  Mrs.  Frank  Staufer  and  Mrs.  Sadie  Overholtzer  have  been 
elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  Holy  Week  services 
were  held  at  the  following  churches:  Harmony ville,  Parkerford, 
Pottstown,  and  Coventry.  The  attendance  at  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing services  has  been  increasing.  On  Easter  Sunday  a  large 
number  heard  Bro.  Clayton  H.  Gehman  deliver  a  sermon  on  Vital 
Christianity.  The  evening  worship  was  in  music  and  song  given 
by  the  musical  organizations  of  the  church.  An  Easter  cantata, 
Redemption's  Song,  was  given. — Flora  Bronson,  Phoenixville, 
Pa.,  April  14. 

Hummel. — During  the  week  of  prayer  the  pastors  of  this  dis- 
trict exchanged  pulpits.  Bro.  Newton  Cosner  and  Bro.  Ralph 
Shockey  of  the  Lutheran  church  each  brought  us  a  very  good 
message.  The  women's  Bethany  Bible  class  will  use  the  birthday 
offerings  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  and  relief.  In  Jan- 
uary this  group  entertained  the  women's  federated  Bible  classes 
of  this  district.  The  men's  Bible  class  has  received  two  twenty- 
first  year  seals  for  two  full  share  plan  offerings.  They  are  as- 
sisting in  the  support  of  one  girls'  school  and  one  boys'  school 
in  India.  The  young  married  people's  class  which  has  been  or- 
ganized for  the  past  two  years  is  awaiting  a  second  seal  for 
one  half  of  a  share  in  a  school  in  China.  The  primary  super- 
intendent reports  increased  attendance  of  the  children  at  the 
church  services.  Our  young  people  meet  every  Sunday  evening 
with  their  adult  advisers,  Brother  and  Sister  Maurice  Knavel. 
The  theme  being  used  now  is  Life's  Problems.  Recently  the  girls 
had  charge  of  the  evening  and  gave  some  very  interesting  facts 
on  What  I  Think  a  Young  Man  Should  Be,  and  the  next  Sunday 
evening  the  boys  spoke  on  What  I  Think  a  Young  Girl  Should 
Be.  They  have  been  active  during  the  past  quarter,  giving  pro- 
grams for  shut-ins  and  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Scalp  Level. 
They  gave  the  play,  In  Perfect  Peace,  in  the  Lutheran  church 
at  Ogletown  and  at  the  Berkey  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  at 
the  women's  federated  Bible  class  meeting.  On  March  2  the 
Brethren  pastors  of  this  district  and  Johnstown  district  ex- 
changed pulpits.  Bro.  John  Ellis  of  the  Moxham  church  brought 
us  a  splendid  sermon  while  our  pastor  went  to  the  Ridge  church. 
During  Holy  Week  the  services  each  evening  were  in  charge 
of  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  on  Why  the  Cross?  Special  music  was 
arranged  for  each  service.  The  cantata,  Easter  Sunrise,  was  pre- 
sented Easter  Sunday  evening.  On  March  18  the  Berwind  male 
chorus  of  Windber  gave  us  a  fine  program  of  vocal  and  musical 
selections.    The  women's  council  has  again  distributed  mite  bags 
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to  the  different  classes.  We  are  planning  a  missionary  program 
to  be  given  in  the  near  future.  We  recently  sent  a  large  dona- 
tion of  clothing  to  Philadelphia  for  war  relief.  The  ladies'  aid 
has  again  started  to  work  after  a  rest  during  the  winter  months. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  4.  Three  fourths  of  our  mem- 
bers have  subscribed  to  the  Gospel  Messenger. — Mrs.  Alton  Stat- 
ler,  Windber,  Pa.,  April  14. 

Three  Springs.— On  March  16  Eld.  S.  C.  Godfrey  of  Red  Lion 
was  with  us  for  a  special  council.  Bro.  Harold  Smith  was  elected 
clerk  to  take  the  place  of  Bro.  Charles  Steerman.  We  appreci- 
ated the  coming  of  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  for  a 
one-day  Bible  institute  March  30.  We  have  planned  to  have  the 
love  feast  of  the  Perry  congregation  at  Farmers  Grove  May  25. 
Because  of  this  there  will  be  no  love  feast  at  Three  Springs.  We 
think  it  would  be  an  inspiration  for  that  church  to  have  the  love 
feast  there  since  the  members  are  few  in  number.  Letters  were 
granted  to  Brother  and  Sister  R.  L.  Cocklin  and  children  and  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Eugene  Rice.  After  June  1  the  mission  board 
will  be  in  charge  until  a  pastor  is  secured.  Bro.  Cocklin  expects 
to  deliver  his  last  sermon  on  May  25. — Mrs.  David  E.  Roth,  Loys- 
ville,  Pa.,  April   15. 

Welsh  Run. — At  our  council  held  on  April  5  Brethren  John 
Long  and  Clyde  Shipp  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing. Bro.  Clyde  Shipp  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent; Bro.  Russell  Martin  was  elected  to  the  ministry.  We 
expect  Bro.  Christian  Gibble  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  to  hold  a  series 
of  meetings,  beginning  May  18  and  closing  with  the  love  feast  on 
May  31.  On  March  16  we  lifted  an  offering  of  $69.07  for  Chinese 
relief. — John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  April  14. 

West  Conesloga. — At  our  church  council  on  March  15  delegates 
elected  to  district  meeting  were  Harvey  Markley,  Reuben  Myer 
and  Bard  Kreider.  The  monthly  offerings  for  relief  indicate 
much  interest  in  the  cups  on  the  tables  in  our  homes.  On  March 
16  Sister  Mary  Shaeffer,  a  returned  missionary  from  China, 
spoke  about  her  work  and  experience  and  the  great  task  yet  to 
be  done  in  that  field.  Anna  Pfoutz,  a  missionary  of  another  de- 
nomination, spoke  to  the  young  people's  class  about  her  work  in 
South  China.  The  offering  amounted  to  $94.  On  March  22  the 
Chiques  mixed  chorus  gave  a  splendid  program  of  sacred  music 
under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Godshall.  Our  young  people  are 
planning  to  organize  a  similar  chorus  in  our  church  under  the 
direction  of  Bro.  Godshall.  On  March  23  Bro.  Henry  Bucher 
from  Lebanon  was  present  to  explain  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
work.  A  liberal  offering  was  received  for  this  work.  On 
March  25  our  young  people  rendered  a  program  at  the  Zion's 
old  folks'  home.  We  plan  to  have  a  Bible  institute  on  May  11 
with  Bro.  Ralph  W.  Schlosser  from  Elizabethtown  as  instructor. 
We  expect  to  start  a  revival  at  Middle  Creek  on  May  12  with 
Bro.  Jonathan  King  of  Myerstown  as  evangelist.  Our  spring 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  28,  29.— Emma  L.  Zook,  Lititz,  Pa., 
April  15. 

Tennessee 
New  Hope. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  in  December 
Bro.  A.  M.  Laughrun  was  elected  elder;  Bro.  Warner  Bacon, 
Sunday-school  superintendent;  Bro.  Niles  Hilbert,  president  of 
men's  work;  Sister  Hugh  Sherfy,  president  of  women's  work; 
the  writer,  Messenger  correspondent.  Our  Sunday  school  is  in- 
creasing in  interest  and  attendance.  We  have  preaching  each 
Sunday  with  our  home  preachers  in  charge,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Bro.  G.  W.  Slagle  of  the  Limestone  congregation.  Two 
have  recently  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  May  10. — Mrs.  J.  O.  Bacon,  Jonesboro,  Tenn., 
April  14. 

Texas 

Pampa. — A  number  of  our  members  attended  the  regional  con- 
ference at  McPherson  and  the  recent  special  district  meeting  at 
Thomas,  Okla.,  to  hear  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman  present  the  Civil- 
ian Public  Service  program.  Following  these  conferences  our 
church  met  in  council,  approved  the  Brethren  Service  program 
and  elected  Bro.  Ralph  A.  Byrum  as  promotional  secretary. 
Those  present  volunteered  the  sum  of  $51  to  cover  the  initial 
offering  of  fifty  cents  per  member.  We  also  voted  to  make  use 
of  the  Brethren  Service  cups  on  our  tables.  On  Easter  we  en- 
joyed a  number  of  helpful  services.  The  young  people,  with 
practically  one  hundred  per  cent  present,  conducted  a  sunrise 
service  and  ate  breakfast  at  the  church,  beautifully  decorated 
with  palms  and  flowers.  Among  the  flowers  were  a  number  of 
canaries  which  added  their  springtime  melodies  to  those  of  the 
worshipers.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Russell  G.  West,  had  just  com- 
pleted a  large  oil  painting  of  the  Christ  entitled  Easter  Sunrise; 
this  became  the  center  for  worship  and  the  basis  of  the  morning 
sermon.  At  noon  we  enjoyed  a  fellowship  dinner  followed  by  an 
egg  hunt  for  the  children.  We  are  looking  forward  to  an  all-day 
meeting  on  April  27,  at  which  time  we  will  have  with  us  Broth- 
er and  Sister  V.  F.  Schwalm  and  Brother  and  Sister  R.  E.  Moh- 
ler  of  McPherson  College.  Bro.  Schwalm  will  preach  for  us 
morning,  afternoon  and  evening.  Our  church  is  a  member  of 
the  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club.  Our  women's  work 
group  meets  once  each  week  and  is  now  purchasing  some 
needed  equipment  for  the  dining  room  and  kitchen.  The  men 
are  ceiling  the  church  basement  and  promoting  a  project  to  pur- 
chase four  dozen  folding  chairs.  The  young  people  are  working 
on  a  peace  play  to  be  given  at  our  sectional  young  people's 
conference. — Mrs.   Charlie  Pipes,  Pampa,   Texas,  April   14. 
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ART  AIDS  IN  WORSHIP 

WORSHIP  PROGRAMS  IN  THE  FINE  ARTS  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE  .  $2.00 

Alice  A.  Bays 

Thirty-seven  complete  worship  services  centering  in  works  of  art — 
paintings,  sculpture,  hymns — especially  planned  to  fit  the  interests  and 
needs  of  young  people.  The  Worship  Service  Themes  are  drawn  from 
carefully  selected  works  of  art,  in  each  of  which  Mrs.  Bays  has  discovered 
the  inner  message  which  the  painter,  sculptor,  or  composer  sought  to  ex- 
press. Each  service  is  complete  but  easily  adaptable  for  formal  or  in- 
formal programs,  so  planned  that  all  present  may  share  in  the  experience 
of  worship  with  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  true  and  the  beautiful. 

THE  CONTENTS:   Foreword.     Introduction.     Part  One — Paintings:   The  Nazarene.     Christ 
With  Mary  and  Martha.     The  Friend  of  the  Humble.     Death  the  Victor.     Christ  in  Gethsemane. 
For  He  Had  Great  Possessions.     Sir  Galahad.     The  Magdalene.      The   Lost   Sheep.     The   Hope   of   the  World.     The 
Healer.     The  Presence.     The  Light  of  the  World. 

Part  Two — Sculpture:  The  Hand  of  God.  Moses.  Francis  Asbury.  Margaret  of  New  Orleans.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln.    The  Pioneer  Mother.     The   Scout.     Christ   of   the   Andes. 

Part  Three — Hymns:  O  Love  That  Wilt  Not  Let  Me  Go.  Dear  Lord  and  Father  of  Mankind.  O  God,  Our  Help  in 
Ages  Past.  Where  Cross  the  Crowded  Ways  of  Life.  All  Creatures  of  Our  God  and  King.  In  Christ  There  Is  No 
East  or  West.  O  Young  and  Fearless  Prophet.  Lift  Every  Voice  and  Sing.  Rise  Up,  O  Men  of  God.  God  of  Grace 
and  God  of  Glory.  Silent  Night.  America  the  Beautiful.  Christ  the  Lord  Is  Risen  Today.  Marching  With  the 
Heroes.     I  Would  Be  True.     This  Is  My  Father's  World.     Appendix:  Notes.     Sources  for  Prints.     Sources  for  Hymns. 


FAMOUS  BIBLE  PICTURES  AND  STORIES  THEY  TELL 

Elizabeth  Hubbard  Bonsall 


$1.00 


The  ideal  way  to  teach  the  great  Bible  stories  to  children  is  to  asso- 
ciate the  story  with  the  picture.  In  FAMOUS  BIBLE  PICTURES  AND 
STORIES  THEY  TELL  you  will  find  a  book  which  does  this  very  thing. 
In  it  are  page-size  reproductions  of  fifty  great  Bible  paintings  by  artists 
that  are  known  the  world  over.  Opposite  each  picture  is  a  page  con- 
taining the  story  itself,  simply  but  entertainingly  told  by  one  who  knows 
how  to  talk  to  children.  A  number  of  thought-provoking  questions  about 
the  picture  are  also  included  on  this  page,  and  a  short  prayer  provides  a 
fitting  close.  At  the  back  of  the  book  there  is  an  instructive  section  on 
the  lives  of  the  artists  who  painted  the  pictures. 


FAMOUS  HYMNS:    WITH  STORIES  AND  PICTURES 

Elizabeth  Hubbard  Bonsall 


$1.00 


Sixty  famous  hymns,  60  stories  about  those  hymns,  60  pictures  il- 
lustrating the  general  theme  of  the  hymns.  Opens  flat  for  piano.  The 
feeling  of  coziness  and  comfort  of  the  home  in  which  mother  gathers  the 
children  around  her  for  a  short  period  of  singing,  play,  study  and  good 
fellowship  leaves  a  memory  that  lingers  through  life. 
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A  view  of  the  new  parsonage,  Lititz  church,  Pennsyl- 
vania, dedicated  the  morning  of  March  9.  See  Church 
News  note  on  page  29. 


Qn  litis  uumbet 

Editorial 

Around  the  Agricultural  World  (E.  B.) 2 

The  Century  of  the  Country  (E.  F.) 3 

Back  to  Earth  (H.  A.  B.) 3 

One  Mighty  Mind  (H.  A.  B.) 4 

Professor  Phelps  Speaks  Up  (E.  F.) 4 

About  the  Two  Kingdoms  (E.  F.) 4 

Kingdom  Gleanings   16,   17 

About  Books   17 

The  General  Forum 

Serving  in  the  Country.     By  H.  H.  Helman 5 

Millions  for  Defense,  But  Not  One  Cent — 

By  Ira  H.  Frantz  6 

Do  Better  Than  Last  Year.    By  Earl  M.  Bowman  . .   7 

Lay  Representation.     By  David  Metzler   7 

The  Little  Country  Church  (Verse). 

By  Cleo  Marie  Konow   8 

"The  Conscientious  Objector  Under  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940." 
By  Paul  W.  Bowman 9 

A  Rural  Project  in  Abbeville  County,  South  Car- 
olina.   By  Don  and  Mary  Lou  Royer 9 

Conference  Business   , 10 

Our  Mission  Work 

Resolutions  of  the  General  Mission  Board. 

By  Chas.  D.  Bonsack 11 

The  Present  War  Effects  on  Sweden. 

By  J.  F.  Graybill  11 

What  to  Pray  For 12 

Peace  News.     Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull   ....13 

A  Letter  About  a  Letter  From  Africa 13 

Notice  Concerning  Clothing   13 

Home  and  Family 

Doorways.     By  Florence  S.   Studebaker   14 

Myra's  Temple.    By  Ada  Thompson  Hoy 15 

In  Praise  of  Laughter  (Verse).    By  Lucile  Long  ...  1 5 
Stewardship  Nuggets.    By  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.  ..15 

The  Church  at  Work 

Trends  in  Conference  Budget  Giving  Arranged 
'   by    Regions;    Nampa    Men's    Work;    Men's 
Work  at  Mansfield;  Men's  Work  in  Northern 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin;  Alcohol  and  the  Chris- 
tian Life;  "Give  of  Your  Best  to  the  Master"  .  .  18-20 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  17,  1941 


Around  the 
Agricultural 
World . . . 


The  average  size  of  the  American 
farm  increased  almost  17  acres  in 
the  decade  from  1930  to  1940,  or 
from  156.9  acres  to  174  acres. 

Winter  wheat,  planted  last  fall, 
promises  to  be  about  five  per  cent 
greater  than  last  year's  crop.  The 
department  of  agriculture  figures 
that  it  will  amount  to  about  616,000,- 
000  bushels. 

Only  in  the  Americas  is  spring 
planting  going  on  normally.  Many 
hungry  people  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  are  looking  toward  American 
farms.  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Wickard  says  American  food  may 
decide  the  outcome  of  the  war. 

The  TVA  has  planted  110,000,000 
trees  in  the  South.  One  tree  intro- 
duced is  a  black  walnut  which  in- 
creases the  meat  of  the  nut  by  four 
times;  another  is  the  rich,  fruit  pro- 
ducing Japanese  persimmon;  and  a 
third,  the  hardy,  soil-building  black 
locust. 

Some  20,000  children  in  the  rural 
schools  of  the  Southern  highlands 
were  kept  in  school  during  the  past 
year  by  aid  of  the  Save  the  Children 
Federation.  One  of  the  gifts  of  this 
organization  was  40,000  school  desks 
from  city  schools  to  mountain 
schools. 

A  twenty-year  program  of  experi- 
mentation and  research  work  has 
brought  North  Dakota's  certified  po- 
tato industry  to  the  front  as  one  of 
the  nation's  chief  sources  of  founda- 
tion potato  seed  stock.  North  Da- 
kota now  ranks  second  only  to 
Maine  in  certified  seed   production. 

Negro  country  schools  in  Missis- 
sippi now  run  on  a  term  increased 
to  six  months  in  most  counties. 
Teachers  receive  an  average  of  $25 
a  month.  Recently  53  schools  united 
in  an  impressive  joint  commence- 
ment service  instead  of  graduating 
a  pupil  or  two  in  little  country 
schools. 


A  thousand  European  weeds  have 
invaded  America  in  the  past  300 
years,  reports  Dr.  M.  L.  Fernald,  of 
Harvard  University,  in  a  report  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution.  They 
include  the  devil's  paintbrush,  Can- 
ada thistle,  dandelion,  plantain  and 
pigweed. 

In  an  investigation  of  the  problems 
of  2,171  rural  youth  from  selected 
localities  of  North  Dakota  it  was 
found  that  less  than  half  of  the  older 
youth  left  home  as  a  solution  of  the 
economic  problem.  But  these,  on 
the  whole,  fared  little  better  eco- 
nomically than  those  remaining  at 
home. 

Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, will  conduct  this  summer  a 
sociological  field  course  on  Condi- 
tions in  the  South.  The  group  will 
meet  in  Washington  for  an  orienta- 
tion period  and  will  spend  the  re- 
maining time  in  a  Southern  county 
which  is  a  cross  section  of  the  old 
South  from  the  Appalachian  High- 
lands to  cotton  areas  and  including 
also  an  industrial  center. 


Forty-one  schools,  more  than  at 
any  previous  time,  will  provide 
this  summer  "continuing  educa- 
tion for  the  minister  in  town  and 
country."  The  purpose  is  to  help 
ministers  become  acquainted  with 
tested  methods  of  town  and  coun- 
try life,  to  promote  fellowship 
among  rural  ministers  and  to  in- 
crease the  contacts  of  ministers 
with  agricultural  leaders.  Schools 
are  conducted  without  tuition 
charge  and  the  costs  are  only  for 
board  and  room.  At  many  of  the 
schools  there  are  special  activi- 
ties for  the  wives  of  ministers. 
These  schools  are  sponsored  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Town  and 
Country  of  the  Home  Missions 
Council  of  North  America  and  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches. 


No  back-to-the-farm  trend  was  in 
evidence  in  the  past  decade,  accord- 
ing to  Census  Bureau  figures.  When 
figures  were  taken  a  year  ago,  30,- 
475,206  persons  lived  on  farms,  an 
increase  of  only  29,856,  or  0.1  per 
cent  since  1930.  On  the  Pacific 
Coast  the  increase  was  ten  per  cent, 
while  in  the  dust  bowl  area  it  fell 
off  sharply. 

In  the  procedure  for  rural  life  con- 
ferences being  recommended  for  the 
second  half  of  1941  and  the  first  half 
of  1942,  the  whole  church  is  being 
asked  to  consider  its  relationship  to 
rural  life.  The  events  proposed  are 
for  laymen  and  laywomen,  young 
people,  city  and  country  ministers, 
supervisors  of  churches  and  religious 
education,  officers  of  farm  organiza- 
tions, social  agencies,  government 
officials,  etc. 

Seventy-five  plants  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  Bible  were  exhib- 
ited at  the  International  Flower 
Show  in  New  York  City  in  March. 
There  was  a  lecture  on  Plants  of  the 
Bible  by  Dr.  Harold  N.  Moldenke, 
associate  curator,  who  has  made  a 
thorough  survey  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets concerned  with  Bible  botany. 
Plants  of  the  Holy  Scripture  was  the 
title  of  a  paper  recently  presented 
in  a  journal  issued  by  The  New  York 
Botanical  Garden. 

Guideposts  for  Rural  Youth  is  the 
title  of  a  bulletin  sponsored  by  the 
American  Youth  Commission.  It 
tells  the  story  of  constructive  activ- 
ities undertaken  by  various  local 
groups  which  have  determined  to  do 
something  about  the  specific  prob- 
lems confronting  their  own  youth. 
Community  programs  to  improve  the 
situation  of  rural  youth  are  de- 
scribed as  they  actually  operate  in 
various  places  with  reference  to  get- 
ting a  job,  general  education,  recre- 
ation, religion,  health  and  medical 
care,  home  and  family,  organizations 
for  rural  youth,  and  young  people's 
co-operation  in  community  activity. 
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The  Century  of  the  Country 

The  world  is  going  back  to  the  country  to  live, 
say  the  experts.  Life  in  cities  has  become  too  dan- 
gerous.   The  dive  bombers  will  get  you. 

They  cannot  afford  to  waste  an  expensive  bomb 
on  just  one  family  and  besides  this,  a  single  house 
out  on  the  farm  is  much  harder  to  hit  than  a  city 
block.  You  will  be  safer  there.  Then  too  you  can 
have  an  air-raid  shelter  all  your  own  and  fix  it 
up  to  your  personal  taste. 

What  a  comment  it  is  on  our  modern  war  civi- 
lization (?)  that  such  reflections  half  jokingly 
made  can  have  any  point  at  all!  But  such  is  life 
(or  death)  in  the  last  decade  of  the  first  half  of 
the  twentieth  century. 

A  prominent  magazine  publisher  a  little  while 
ago  suggested  that  we  ought  to  make  this  the 
American  century,  by  which  he  meant  the  cen- 
tury of  American  imperialism.  It  was  a  subtle 
plea  for  putting  America  into  the  war  to  gather 
up  the  remains  of  the  crumbling  imperialisms  of 
Europe  and  Asia  and  build  a  bigger  one  with  the 
American  label  on  it. 

A  worthier  ambition  would  be  to  make  this  cen- 
tury, or  the  next  if  this  one  is  too  far  gone,  the 
century  of  the  country.  When  the  cities  are  all 
destroyed  the  country  will  still  be  here  crying 
out  for  a  new  and  better  handling  of  the  vast  re- 
sources still  hidden  in  it.  We  believe  that  the 
tide  from  country  to  city  is  bound  to  turn  back 
and  that  the  country  must  again  come  into  its 
own.  What  agency  is  better  fitted,  both  by  tradi- 
tion and  by  training,  to  lead  in  this  great  move- 
ment than  the  country-nurtured  Church  of  the 
Brethren? 

We  have  the  young  men  and  the  young  women 
and  they  have  the  vision  or  they  can  open  their 
eyes  and  get  it.  Rise  up,  O  men  of  God,  and  make 
the  last  half  of  the  twentieth  century  the  first  half 
of  the  century  of  the  country.  e.  f. 


Back  to  Earth 

The  usual  span  of  life  is  too  short  for  man  to  see 
how  God  works  through  the  long  days  that  he 
takes  to  accomplish  his  purposes.  Here  and  there 
a  poet,  a  philosopher  or  a  prophet  may  think  in 
terms  of  thousand-year  cycles.  But  the  average 
man  is  too  close  to  the  scene,  too  much  a  part  of 
the  process,  to  understand  what  is  happening. 

However,  if  one  can  detach  himself  sufficiently 
to  stand  aside  and  gain  something  of  the  perspec- 
tive of  history,  he  will  see  that  there  is  much  ris- 
ing and  falling  in  the  affairs  of  men.  If  what  has 
been  is  any  sample  of  what  is  to  be,  then  there 
will  be  more  ups  and  downs  as  the  inexorable 
cycles  of  civilization  run  their  courses. 

It  is  at  the  point  of  interpreting  the  shifting 
scenes  of  life  that  the  rural  person  has  some  ad- 
vantage over  his  city-bred  cousin.  In  the  short 
generations  of  the  plants  of  the  fields  and  the 
creatures  living  about  him  the  country  cousin 
gains  clews  to  the  larger  meanings  of  life.  From 
the  confidences  of  mother  nature  he  draws  the 
vitalizing  intimations  of  hope  and  immortality 
that  sustain  his  faith.  This  is  why  it  is  so  impor- 
tant to  get  back  to  earth.  And  this  is  why  if  men 
do  not  consciously  seek  out  renewal,  they  ulti- 
mately gravitate  to  the  level  of  dust. 

As  for  the  city  cousin,  he  sees  the  culture  of  his 
time  at  an  advanced  stage  in  its  flowering.  Draw- 
ing a  parallel  from  the  life  of  the  century  plant, 
the  city-located  family  is  at  the  stage  where  the 
century  plant  is  when  it  flowers  and  dies.  All 
about  him  the  city  man  sees  at  work  the  processes 
which  consume  but  do  not  replace  or  reproduce. 
For  example,  the  city  receives  the  products  of  the 
countryside  by  the  trainload,  but  the  best  it  can 
do  is  to  change  their  form.  Nothing  is  produced 
except  in  the  secondary  sense  of  taking  apart,  ar- 
bitrary assemblage,  or  convenient  and  attractive 
packaging.  The  futility  of  much  that  the  city 
does  is  suggested  by  the  changing  of  wheat  and 
corn  into  devitalized  breakfast  foods.     Is  it  any 


The  Gospel  Messenger,  official  organ  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Published  weekly  by  Brethren  Publishing  House,  E.  M. 
Hersch,  General  Manager,  16  to  24  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at  $2.00  per  annum,  in  advance.  (Canada  75c  extra.)  Entered  at  the 
post  office  at  Elgin,  111.,  as  Second-class  Matter.  Acceptance  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for  in  section  1103, 
Act  of  October  3,  1917,  authorized  August  20,   1918.     Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  17,  1941 


wonder  the  city  man's  philosophy  of  life  is  tinged 
with  gloom? 

Of  course  there  is  something  in  all  of  this  of 
especial  importance  to  the  men  and  women  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  We  need  to  give  increas- 
ing thought  to  the  ways  by  which  we  can  get  back 
to  earth.  Our  heritage  is  rural.  Life  will  mean 
the  most  for  us,  and  in  terms  of  what  we  can  con- 
tribute to  the  world,  if  we  solve  the  problem  of 
how  to  live  under  the  country  sky.  In  the  every 
day  of  life,  in  education,  and  in  religion,  our  hope 
lies  in  getting  back  to  earth.  h.  a.  b. 

One  Mighty  Mind 

In  trying  to  account  for  one  sudden  advance  in 
civilization  of  ancient  Egypt,  the  keeper  of  Egyp- 
tian and  Assyrian  Antiquities  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum says:  "The  conclusion  seems  inevitable  that 
it  was  a  sudden  development,  due  to  a  single 
brain."  The  reference  is  to  Imhotep,  in  whose 
lifetime  the  first  stone  house  was  built,  the  first 
pyramid  erected  and  Egyptian  architecture  given 
the  characteristics  which  distinguish  it  from  other 
styles.  The  man  responsible  for  these  basic 
changes  is  depicted  as  a  priestly  person,  and  as 
seated,  reading  a  scroll  laid  across  his  knees. 

Think  of  the  great  ages  of  history  that  you  may 
have  read  about,  and  of  the  factors  which  made 
them  great  or  times  of  trembling  and  deep  dis- 
tress. Usually  it  is  clear  that  behind  it  all  is 
some  mighty  mind,  or  master  minds  collaborating 
toward  a  common  ideal.  Now  put  with  this  the 
statement  that  the  set  of  the  mind  is  determined 
even  before  the  child  goes  to  school.  How  great 
are  the  issues  of  life  in  the  home,  where  even  the 
mighty  minds  must  get  their  bent.  And  how 
much  rests  in  the  hands  of  parents,  particularly 
those  of  the  mother,  whose  spirit  is  the  chief  de- 
terminant of  the  atmosphere  in  a  home.       h.  a.  b. 

Professor  Phelps  Speaks  Up 

Surely  you  must  know  or  know  about  the  ven- 
erable William  Lyon  Phelps,  much  loved  and  long 
revered  and  now  retired  Yale  teacher  of  English. 
He  has  ideas  about  the  substance  of  good  preach- 
ing as  well  as  the  phrasing  of  it,  Here's  one  of 
them:  "I  wish  ministers  knew  how  sick  and 
weary  college  students  are  of  hearing  the  war 
dominate  sermons." 

What  do  you  suppose  he  thinks  ought  to  be  the 
dominating  note  in  sermons?  Perhaps  you  can 
guess.  You  may  also  know  of  others  besides  col- 
lege students  who  feel  a  slight  tendency  to  nausea 
when  the  war  news  and  war  problems  get  so  large 
a  place  in  the  church  services.  Prof.  Phelps  would 


agree  that  sermons  should  be  adapted  to  present 
spiritual  needs.  He  wishes  more  ministers  under- 
stood what  these  needs  are.  E.  F. 

About  the  Two  Kingdoms 

When  Jesus  said,  in  answer  to  the  questions  of 
the  governor  of  Judea:  "My  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world,"  he  drew  a  sharp  line  of  distinction 
between  his  kingdom  and  the  kingdom  of  the 
world.  He  directed  attention  to  the  necessary 
conflict  between  these  kingdoms  in  principles, 
ideals,  methods  and  aims. 

This  significant  saying  of  the  Master  has  been 
much  in  evidence  recently,  in  discussions  of  the 
war  and  the  Christian's  relation  to  it.  And  it  is 
very  proper  that  it  should  be.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  emphasize  too  strongly  the  great  truth 
embodied  in  these  words. 

It  is,  therefore,  all  the  more  discouraging  to 
note  the  confused  manner  in  which  reference  is 
often  made  to  this  other  kingdom,  the  kingdom  of 
the  world,  the  kingdom  that  is  not  the  kingdom  of 
Jesus.  Uncertainty  as  to  its  true  nature  and  as  to 
who  the  king  is,  whether  God  or  Satan,  seems  to 
be  the  root  of  the  trouble.  Sometimes  it  is  regarded 
as  a  political  organization  and  identified  with  the 
civil  government.  But  whether  so  identified  or 
not,  it  is  interesting,  though  disappointing,  to  see 
speakers  and  writers  refer  to  it  at  one  time  as  op- 
posed to  God  and  all  that  is  good,  and  at  other 
times,  as  a  kind  of  annex  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
itself — something  so  useful  to  God  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  purposes  that  he  could  not  get 
along  without  it. 

There  are,  indeed,  two  "kingdoms,"  but  their 
principles  are  diametrically  antagonistic.  One  is 
the  kingdom  of  Jesus,  the  kingdom  of  God,  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven,  the  kingdom  of  Righteous- 
ness. The  other  is  the  kingdom  of  "this  world," 
the  kingdom  of  Satan,  the  kingdom  of  sin  of  every 
kind.  It  is  bad  through  and  through,  has  not  one 
thing  to  be  said  in  its  favor,  and  God  has  nothing 
to  do  with  it  except  to  oppose  it  and  seek  its  over- 
throw by  persuading  its  citizens  to  renounce  their 
allegiance  and  become  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ.  Was  it  the  same  John  who  preserved  for 
us  these  illuminating  words  of  Jesus:  "My  king- 
dom is  not  of  this  world,"  who  also  heard  the 
"great  voices  in  heaven"  say:  "The  kingdom  of 
this  world  is  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
of  his  Christ"? 

From  an  editorial  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  of 
April  6,  1918. 
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By 
H.  H.  HELMAN 


Our  Lord's  ministry  began  in  the  country.  It 
ended  in  the  city.  The  country  people  gave  him 
hosannas;  the  city  people  crucified  him.  He  won 
the  country  people.  The  city  turned  him  down 
and  hung  him  on  a  cross. 

The  country,  through  the  past  decades  of  Amer- 
ican history,  has  produced  the  preachers  and  mis- 
sionaries, the  leaders  in  church  and  church  school; 
the  city  has  accepted  and  consumed  their  best 
efforts.  In  contrast,  the  city  has  been  America's 
great  problem,  the  country  the  source  of  the  so- 
lution. 

The  country  dare  not  consecrate  itself  to  mem- 
ories, even  of  salvation  brought  to  the  city's  mil- 
lions. Its  present  field  is  not  the  far  one;  it  is  an 
immediate  one:  it's  own  salvation.  It  may  be 
that  even  yet  the  country  has  the  hope  of  the  world 
in  its  keeping.  She  must  not  come  to  love  herself 
most,  but  she  may  need  to  save  herself  first. 
Something  has  happened  to  country  religion — to 
the  country  Sunday  school  and  church.  It  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be.  It  is  not  producing  what  it 
used  to  produce.  Something  is  lacking.  What  is 
it? 

Our  country  homes,  our  farms  and  our  rural 
industries  express  intelligence,  thrift  and  progress. 
They  are  apace  with  other  American  movements. 
Science  is  a  familiar  term  to  country  people.  They 
know  it  and  use  it.  They  are  thoroughly  up-to- 
date  in  their  way  of  doing  secular  things. 

Can  as  much  be  said  of  the  Sunday  school  and 
•church?  Can  it  be  said  at  present,  that  rural  re- 
ligion is  the  foundation  source  of  leadership  for 
American  ideals?  How  about  Sunday-school  and 
church  membership  and  attendance?  The  Grange, 
;the  Farm  Bureau,  the  Four-H  Clubs  and  the  Fu- 


ture Farmers  of  America  have  been  increasing 
their  membership  and  activities.  Has  the  church? 
They  furnish  a  new  fellowship  for  farm  people. 
How  about  fellowship  in  the  rural  church?  These 
farm  organizations  felt  a  duty;  they  saw  an  op- 
portunity and  acted  upon  it.  They  brightened 
human  hope  for  farm  people.  They  espoused  the 
causes  that  affected  farm  life.  They  enlisted  on 
the  side  of  the  farmer.  Why  have  so  few  rural 
churches  and  Sunday  schools  seized  the  opportun- 
ities for  great  service  to  the  rural  population  in 
the  period  of  transition  and  need?  Why  have  they 
so  seldom  caught  a  vision  of  a  better  way  of  life 
for  country  people?  Why  have  they  not  striven 
to  bring  hope  and  song,  faith  and  wisdom,  loyalty 
and  devotion  to  the  rural  constituency?  Why  have 
they  not  caught  a  vision  of  a  rural  Christian  way 
of  life? 

In  the  awareness  of  a  pressing  rural  religious 
problem,  the  spotlight  is  being  thrown  upon  the 
rural  church.  Opportunities  for  effective  spiritual 
leadership  in  rural  communities  are  being  pointed 
out  by  denominational  leaders  and  others.  As  the 
tide  of  immigration  seems  to  be  turning  toward  the 
country  it  is  hoped  that  better  leadership  will  be 
gained  for  the  rural  Sunday  schools  and  churches. 
If  these  centers  had  back  some  of  the  leadership 
they  have  given  to  the  cities,  or  equally  good  lead- 
ers now,  a  new  day  would  be  in  the  dawning  for 
rural  religion.  The  need  is  not  everywhere  for 
a  new  leadership,  but  often  simply  for  a  heartened 
and  hopeful  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  present 
leadership.  There  is  plenty  right  now,  it  would 
seem,  to  put  a  new  heart  and  hope  into  rural  spirit- 
ual leaders — teachers,  superintendents,  youth 
leaders,  church  boards  and  pastors. 
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It  is  a  hopeful  thing  that  in  the  main  rural 
people  have  not  lost  their  courage  and  outlook. 
They  are  not  selling  out  and  moving  away  like 
the  shifting  urban  population.  They  are  adept  and 
quick  at  adjustments  to  conditions.  They  nearly 
always  find  a  "way  out"  or  a  "way  through." 
What  better  type  of  people  could  a  church  or  Sun- 
day school  wish  out  of  which  to  build  an  effective 
spiritual  program?  People  who  hold  steady  dur- 
ing a  crisis  are  the  very  foundation  for  good  re- 
ligious work.  The  country  has  them.  They  have 
been  used  by  other  organizations;  the  church  must 
find  use  for  them  and  enlist  them  in  the  religious 
enterprise.  People  with  emotional  stability, 
dogged  stick-to-it-iveness,  hard-headed  business 
sense,  rugged  self-possession  and  confidence — 
these  are  the  stuff  out  of  which  the  rural  commu- 
nity can  build  a  new  program  and  begin  to  usher  in 
a  new  day. 

The  strategy  which  superintendents,  teachers, 
pastors  and  others  need  to  make  use  of  is  that  of 
exercising  leadership  intensively  while  adjust- 
ments in  rural  life  are  going  on,  while  conditions 
are  fluid  and  in  the  process  of  being  molded. 
Truly  today  is  the  day  of  salvation  for  the  rural 
church  and  Sunday  school.  Tomorrow  may  be  too 
late;  or,  at  least  it  will  be  beset  with  much  greater 
difficulties.  Today  folks  may  enlist;  tomorrow  we 
may  not  even  be  able  to  conscript  them. 

There  are  those  who  say  that  the  losses  of  rural 
religion  very  definitely  will  be  the  losses  of  the 
entire  nation,  that  to  save  America  at  all  the  coun- 
try must  be  saved  first  and  primarily.  That  may 
be  true,  and  if  it  is,  what  better  place  can  there  be 
for  life  investment  in  kingdom  building  than 
right  in  the  rural  Sunday  school  or  church.  If 
the  rural  church  is  still  the  base  of  supplies  for 
city  kingdom  work,  what  may  be  the  outreach  of 
a  life  dedicated  to  rural  religious  education  or  any 
type  of  rural  religious  work?  Archimedes  said, 
"Give  me  a  fulcrum  on  which  to  stand  and  I  will 
move  the  world."  Translated  into  terms  of  Amer- 
ica's religious  future,  if  the  rural  communities  of 
America  can  be  made  sufficiently  Christian  there 
may  be  no  question  about  the  future  Christian 
education  and  evangelization  of  the  nation. 
Strategy  requires  that  whatever  else  is  done,  and 
for  the  sake  of  all  else  that  needs  to  be  done,  the 
rural  church  must  take  on  new  life  and  new  vigor 
and  institute  a  new  program  in  keeping  with  the 
new  and  changed  life  of  farm  people. 

No  one  can  doubt  that  the  rural  people  have 
been  the  fountainhead  of  American  moral  and  eth- 
ical ideals.  The  stratum  of  rural  society  has  been 
one  where  great  dangers  seldom  lurked,  where 
noble  sentiments  were  cultivated  by  nature  and 


by  spiritual  parents,  where  grim  necessity  built 
hardiness  and  endurance  into  life,  where  sanctions 
were  sacred,  where  great-heartedness  had  a  natu- 
ral development,  and  where  faith  was  cultivated 
by  the  experiences  of  everyday  living.  Out  of 
such  training  and  out  of  such  strength  have  come 
the  spiritual,  religious  and  moral  leadership  of 
America.  It  could  have  the  same  source  again — 
we  of  the  rural  communities  can  bring  that  about 
again.  Let  us  reclaim  the  rural  community  in  the 
name  of  its  salvation  and  of  the  future  spiritual 
welfare  of  America. 

There  is  a  ringing  challenge  for  rural  religious 
leaders,  including  teachers,  superintendents, 
youth,  parents  and  pastors  to  love  the  country  way 
of  life  as  a  best  way  of  life  and  carry  that  spirit 
into  all  their  efforts  and  achievements.  Let  a 
restoration  of  the  country  as  the  center  of  domi- 
nant Christian  influence  be  the  aim  and  goal. 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 


Millions  for  Defense,  but  Not  One  Cent — 

BY  IRA  H.  FRANTZ 

Greater  than  any  probability  that  Hitler  could 
successfully  invade  America  is  the  threat  of  the 
economic  war  he  is  sure  to  wage  against  us  in  the 
event  of  his  triumph  over  Britain.  This  is  a  real 
threat  and  one  which  no  pacifist  can  deny.  If  Hit- 
ler wins  he  will  edge  in  on  our  foreign  trade.  This 
means  less  profit  and  a  lower  standard  of  living 
for  America.  If  Hitler  realizes  his  ambitions  we 
Americans,  that  is  we  common  people,  will  cer- 
tainly find  it  necessary  to  be  more  economical. 
Most  of  us  will  not  be  able  to  afford  a  new  car  as 
often  as  heretofore.  We  shall  have  to  cut  down 
on  the  number  and  length  of  our  pleasure  trips, 
wear  our  clothes  until  they  are  threadbare,  have 
our  shoes  half-soled  once  oftener,  eat  more  bread 
and  less  pastry,  and  in  a  hundred  other  ways 
recognize  that  the  supply  of  economic  goods  is 
limited. 

Those  persons  who  are  inciting  the  war  hysteria 
need  no  better  slogan  material  than  this;  for  to- 
most  Americans  the  thought  of  a  lowered  standard 
of  living  is  an  unthinkable  calamity — one  to  be 
resisted  at  any  cost.  The  war  preparation  is 
America's  answer  to  this  threat. 

And  what  kind  of  an  answer  is  it?  We  have  ap- 
propriated, not  millions,  but  billions  of  dollars  for 
defense.  (Can  anybody  remember  how  many?) 
The  ceiling  for  the  national  debt  has  been  raised 
and  raised  again  until  it  seems  that  "the  sky's  the 
limit."  Taxes  have  become  ruinous  with  further 
larger  increases  inevitable.  We  have  diverted 
men  and  factories  from  the  production  of  useful 
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goods.  We  are  compelling  our  young  men  to  take 
a  year  out  of  their  lives  and  spend  it  in  a  training 
camp. 

Has  anybody  taken  the  trouble  to  consider  the 
relation  of  all  this  to  our  standard  of  living?  Is 
there  any  possibility  of  maintaining  our  present 
standards  in  this  way?  Data  on  which  to  base  a 
comparison  are  not  available,  of  course,  but  there 
is  ground  for  the  conjecture  that  what  we  have 
already  done  in  preparation  for  war  will  lower  our 
standard  of  living  far  more  than  the  Nazis  could 
ever  lower  it  by  their  economic  competition. 

Thus,  again,  war  becomes  the  supreme  folly.  We 
are  faced  with  a  lowered  standard  of  living.  There 
is  no  escaping  it.  Christianity  would  meet  it 
cheerfully,  rejoicing  to  share  the  good  things  of 
life  with  those  whose  standard  has  always  been 
low.  War  meets  it  sullenly,  determined  that  if 
our  living  standards  are  to  be  lowered  at  least  no 
other  people  shall  benefit  thereby. 

Billions  for  defense  but  not  one  cent  for  good- 
will! 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Do  Better  Than  Last  Year 

BY  EARL  M.  BOWMAN 

There  is  a  very  valid  reason  why  our  Annual 
Conference  Offering  this  year  ought  to  be  better 
than  last  year.  That  reason  is  the  condition  of  the 
world  today.  A  most  virulent  pagan  ideology  is 
spreading  over  the  whole  world  threatening  to  be- 
come a  catastrophe  to  engulf  civilization.  The 
sponsors  of  this  ideology  are  called  nihilists.  For 
a  nihilist  it  is  impossible  even  to  conceive  of  the 
existence  of  God.  As  a  consequence  of  this  we 
are  seeing  narrow  nationalism,  greed,  hate,  race 
prejudice  and  persecution,  widespread  moral  and 
spiritual  decay,  .international  anarchy  and  the 
world's  worst  war. 

Now  the  best  antidote  for  the  disease  which  af- 
flicts the  world  is  a  better  ideology.  Since  the  dis- 
ease is  world-wide,  the  cure  must  be  a  universal 
one.  Since  the  disease  basically  is  spiritual  de- 
linquency, the  cure  must  also  be  spiritual.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  found  in  a  religion  capable  of 
meeting  world  requirements.  Christianity  is  pre- 
cisely what  the  world  now  most  desperately  needs. 
It  teaches  that  all  men  are  common  sons  of  a  com- 
mon Father.  As  never  before  this  universal  con- 
cept needs  to  be  kept  alive  and  active  in  every 
land.  It  is  imperative  that  there  be  maintained 
in  every  nation  strong,  active  groups  of  Christians 
who  believe  that  there  is  a  God  who  governs 
the  world,  and  who  believe  in  a  common  hu- 
manity under  him.     Nothing  will  mean  more  to 


the  future  of  civilization  than  to  maintain  in  every 
country  dynamic  centers  of  Christian  influence. 
This  will  count  enormously  more  than  will  ar- 
mored tanks,  warplanes,  battleships  and  guns. 

But  the  most  basic  condition  of  missionary  giv- 
ing today  is  one  of  world-view.  The  pastor  of 
a  certain  church  reported  that  his  Sunday  school 
had  raised  $125  for  missions,  but  voted  that  it 
must  all  be  spent  in  this  country.  Their  action  was 
because  they  did  not  really  conceive  of  Christian- 
ity being  essentially  a  world  religion.  If  we  be- 
lieve that  Christianity  is  for  our  country  only,  or 
for  our  country  first  and  supremely,  we  are  not 
likely  to  be  interested  in  foreign  missions.  But  if 
we  believe  in  a  common  humanity  under  God;  that 
Christ  died  for  all  men  and  that  his  gospel  is  for 
all  peoples;  that  God's  love  reaches  out  to  the  Jew 
and  the  Greek,  bond  and  free,  and  that  in  God  is 
neither  East  nor  West,  then  we  shall  want  to  give 
most  generously. 

The  most  practical  thing  any  Christian  can  do 
toward  the  arrest  of  paganism  and  the  abolition  of 
war  is  to  keep  warm  within  himself  his  sense  of 
the  world  fellowship  and  mission  of  Christianity, 
and  to  do  all  he  can  to  strengthen  that  fellowship 
in  every  other  land.  We  can  do  our  share  toward 
this  end  by  giving  sacrificially  to  our  Conference 
Offering.  Probably  nothing  we  could  do  may  be 
more  consequential!  There  has  never  been  a  time 
when  it  was  more  imperative  so  to  strengthen  the 
arms  of  the  church  that  it  can  make  a  universal 
Christ  universally  known,  loved,  and  obeyed. 
Now  is  no  time  to  retreat!  Now  is  the  time  to 
be  witnesses  to  the  love  of  God  and  demonstrators 
of  what  his  love  does  among  men. 

Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Lay  Representation 

BY    DAVID    METZLER 

The  following  may  be  assigned  in  part  as  reasons 
for  the  answer  of  the  committee  on  lay  represen- 
tation which  permits  the  laity  irrespective  of  sex 
to  serve  on  Standing  Committee. 

Men's  work,  women's  work  and  young  people's 
work  in  the  church  are  activities  of  comparatively 
recent  origin,  that  are  far-reaching  and  of  vital 
importance  and  can  be  easily  underestimated. 
These  changed  conditions  should  also  be  accom- 
plished. This  change  should  permit  lay  represen- 
tation on  Standing  Committee,  which  would  allow 
a  closer  co-operation  of  these  different  activities  by 
which  the  total  program  of  the  church  could  be 
made  more  effective.  There  would  perhaps  be  no 
better  place  than  Standing  Committee  where  these 
different  phases  of  work  could  be  considered  more 
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carefully  and  thoroughly,  or  where  better  provi- 
sion could  be  made  for  their  proper  functioning. 

Jesus'  example  of  the  use  of  laymen  in  his  work 
should  be  helpful  in  arriving  at  proper  conclusions 
on  the  use  of  the  laity  in  the  work  of  the  church. 
The  way  he  used  and  honored  Mary  Magdalene, 
and  other  women,  too,  in  the  promotion  of  his 
work  is  noteworthy  and  should  not  be  overlooked 
in  dealing  with  this  problem.  He  bestowed  upon 
this  consecrated  and  devoted  woman  the  greatest 
of  all  honors  by  revealing  himself  to  her  first,  as 
the  risen  living  Lord.  The  first  words  spoken  by 
him  after  his  resurrection  were  addressed,  not  to 
Peter  or  John,  but  to  this  noble  woman.  Her  name, 
Mary,  was  the  first  name  to  fall  from  his  lips. 
Likewise  she  also  had  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
person  privileged  to  speak  to  him. 

It  might  be  well  for  us  as  elders  to  consider  this 
point.  Jesus  gave  honor  to  whom  honor  was  due. 
Why  should  not  we  follow  his  example  if  serving 
on  Standing  Committee  is  an  honor,  as  many  con- 
sider it  to  be?  There  may  be  others  who  are 
more  deserving  than  we. 

He  honored  her  further  by  making  her  his  first 
message  bearer.  He  commissioned  her  to  carry  to 
the  apostles,  not  the  apostles  to  her,  the  fact  of 
his  resurrection  from  the  dead.  Her  message  gave 
to  them  a  changed  outlook  on  life,  and  a  better 
understanding  of  the  nature  and  work  of  his  king- 
dom. What  an  indispensable  revelation  Jesus 
privileged   this   woman   to   make   to   these   men! 

If  these  examples  mean  anything,  they  should 
mean  that  in  the  estimation  of  Jesus  women  are 
qualified  to  serve  acceptably  and  profitably  in  the 
extension  of  his  kingdom;  and  further,  that  it  is 
possible  for  good  and  consecrated  women  to  im- 
part to  men,  even  to  officials  in  the  church,  infor- 
mation that  will  be  helpful  in  providing  for  a  more 
intelligent  and  profitable  course  of  procedure  for 
the  church.  Women  are  now  serving  as  ministers, 
pastors,  teachers,  missionaries,  delegates,  Sunday- 
school  superintendents  and  such  like,  all  of  which 
is  in  line  with  work  on  Standing  Committee. 

Then  another  surprise  as  we  are  accustomed  to 
think  of  church  leadership  is  the  fact  that  Jesus 
made  his  second  appearance  to  two  laymen,  still 
leaving  the  apostles  in  the  background.  He  ap- 
peared to  these  men  and  revealed  himself  to  them 
as  the  risen  Christ  and  gave  to  them  a  fund  of 
information  about  himself  and  the  teaching  of  the 
Scriptures  and  his  kingdom  that  made  their 
"hearts  burn."  And  so  much  so  that  they  at  once 
sought  the  apostles  in  Jerusalem,  where  they  had 
gathered  together,  and  made  a  most  valuable  con- 
tribution to  their  assembly.  After  this  Jesus  also 
appeared  to  them,  thereby  confirming  their  au- 


thority and  statements.  The  example  of  Jesus  is 
always  safe  to  follow,  even  in  the  use  of  laymen  for 
the  promotion  of  his  kingdom. 

It  is  safe  to  conclude  that  the  laity  is  able  to 
contribute  profitable  information  concerning  cer- 
tain lines  of  church  work  that  the  elders  do  not 
have,  and  is  therefore  able  to  make  valuable  con- 
tributions even  to  Standing  Committee.  It  is 
also  evident  that  Jesus  did  not  consider  apostleship 
or  official  standing  as  being  of  first  importance  in 
the  matter  of  imparting  his  information  or  assign- 
ing service.  He  honored  consecration,  devotion 
and  loyalty  wherever  he  found  them  irrespective 
of  sex.  Official  standing  does  not  necessarily  qual- 
ify one  to  do  effective  church  work. 

Lay  representation  on  Standing  Committee 
would  not  violate  any  principle  of  our  church  gov- 
ernment. It  would  not  give  any  authority  to  the 
laity  that  it  does  not  now  have.  The  laity,  both 
men  and  women,  serve  on  the  delegate  body  where 
they  exercise  more  authority  than  they  could  on 
Standing  Committee — since  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee is  advisory  and  the  work  of  the  delegates  is 
final.  May  we  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the  dele- 
gate body  where  the  laity  now  serves  is  the  high- 
est authority  in  the  church.  Therefore,  the  laity's 
authority  would  not  be  affected  by  serving  on 
Standing  Committee. 

On  the  other  hand,  lay  representation  would  not 
affect  the  Committee's  authority.  It  would  not  be 
decreased  nor  increased,  but  would  continue  to  be 
advisory  as  it  had  been  before.     But  it  would  at 

The  Little  Country  Church 

BY  CLEO   MARIE  KONOW 

I  love  the  little  church  upon  the  hill 

That  stands  amid  the  shades  of  maple  trees, 

A  sacred  sentinel,  so  hushed  and  still, 

So  white  and  clean  and  washed  by  summer  breeze. 

The  lawn  is  bare  with  footprints  in  the  sod, 
While  through  the  trees  the  sunlight  streams 
As  neighbor  folks  come  there  to  worship  God, 
Unmindful  of  the  strife  of  worldly ,  schemes. 

The  organ  sounds  some  well-remembered  key 
As  voices  young  and  old  unite  to  sing 
Lead,  Kindly  Light,  in  tones  so  fervently 
Attuned  in  heartfelt  praise  to  Christ  the  King. 

In  low-pitched  voice  the  preacher  reads  the  psalm„ 
Then  speaks  a  kindly  message  to  each  soul; 
He  bids  them  to  be  humble,  peaceful,  calm, 
And  ever  mindful  heaven's  their  goal. 

Within,  no  worldly  whisper  e'er  is  heard. 
The  benediction  falls  as  of  God's  will, 
While  from  outside  the  song  of  some  lone  bird 
Drifts  in,  a  voice  celestial  from  the  hill. 

Chillicothe,  Mo. 
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least  open  an  avenue  through  which  valuable  in- 
formation might  be  received,  thereby  enabling  it 
to  visualize  more  fully  the  needs  and  possibilities 
of,  church  work  and  serve  more  effectively. 

With  these  facts  clearly  before  us,  why  should 
not  our  present  restriction  on  lay  representation 
on  Standing  Committee  be  removed,  thereby  per- 
mitting the  laity,  irrespective  of  sex,  to  serve  on 
Standing  Committee  the  same  as  it  is  now  serving 
on  the  delegate  body? 

It  is  always  wise  to  change  methods  if  by  so  do- 
ing a  principle  can  be  served  better. 

Nappanee,  Ind. 


"The   Conscientious   Objector   Under   the 
Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940" 

BY  PAUL  H.   BOWMAN 
Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

Note:  Sections  of  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  entitled,  "The  Conscientious 
Objector  Under  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940 — 
Work  of  National  Importance"  which  describes  the  rights  and 
possible  alternatives  of  the  conscientious  objector  as  authorized 
by  the  President  and  other  officials  of  the  United  States  will  be  re- 
printed in  these  columns  as  a  series  of  four  articles.  This  is  the 
lirst  article  in  that  series. 

Noncombatant  Service  and  Work  of  National  Importance 
The  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940  pro- 
vides consideration  for  persons  conscientiously  unable 
to  perform  combatant  military  service  and  for  persons 
conscientiously  unable  to  perform  any  type  of  military 
service. 

Local  boards,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  the 
regulations,  are  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
determining  the  sincerity  of  all  registrants  claiming 
exemption  from  combatant  and  from  noncombatant 
service  on  the  grounds  of  conscientious  convictions 
against  participation  in  war  because  of  religious  train- 
ing and  belief. 

This  provision  in  the  Act  is  new  in  American  law 
and  differs  widely  from  the  previous  military  conscrip- 
tion laws  in  their  consideration  of  conscientious  objec- 
tors. In  the  past,  and  especially  under  the  Draft  Act 
of  1917,  persons  holding  conscientious  scruples  against 
participation  in  war  received  consideration  only  if  they 
were  members  of  recognized  sects  and  groups  which 
forbade  members  to  engage  in  military  training  or 
service.  Under  the  terms  of  the  present  law,  however, 
individual  conscience  alone  is  judged  and  all  persons 
are  eligible  to  exemption  on  a  basis  of  their  personal 
sincerity  without  regard  to  membership  in  any  religious 
sect  or  organization. 

Official  Attitude 

Officials  of  the  Selective  Service  System  have  ex- 
pressed their  concern  that  this  provision  of  the  Act 
should  be  interpreted  with  sympathy  and  intelligence, 
even  though  they,  or  members  of  local  boards,  do  not 
agree  with  the  position  taken  by  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. 

A  memorandum  read  at  a  meeting  of  all  State  Direc- 
tors in  the  Selective  Service  System  late  in  December 
states  in  part:  "The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  passage  of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act 


of  1940,  recognized  the  importance  of  individual  con- 
science in  a  democracy  and  made  provision  for  defer- 
ment from  combatant  military  and  service  of  those 
registrants  judged  by  local  boards  to  be  sincere  in  their 
conscientious  opposition  to  participation  in  war.  The 
Act  specifically  provides  consideration  for  all  such  per- 
sons on  a  basis  of  their  individual  conscientious  con- 
victions and  does  not  require  membership  in  a  religious 
organization  or  sect  as  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of 
their  convictions. 

"This  provision  is  important  and  illustrates  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  a  democratic  form  of 
society  in  that  it  recognizes  that  a  democracy  respects 
the  conscientious  convictions  of  individuals  represent- 
ing a  very  small  minority,  even  though  the  great  ma- 
jority of  our  citizens  cannot  agree  with  their  position. 

"Local  Boards  should  make  an  attempt  to  understand 
the  viewpoint  of  those  registrants  who  claim  deferment 
from  military  service  on  the  grounds  of  conscientious 
objection,  and  to  see  that  all  sincere  persons  receive 
proper  classification.  On  the  other  hand,  every  care 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  any  registrant  from  being  so 
deferred  whose  claim  is  based  on  a  desire  to  evade 
and  avoid  service,  rather  than  on  a  sincere  religious 
belief  opposing  participation  in  war." 

(To   Be   Continued) 


A  Rural  Project  in  Abbeville  County, 
South  Carolina 

BY  DON  AND  MARY  LOU  ROYER 

Don  and  Mary  Lou  Royer,  formerly  of  Denver,  Pa.,  have  re- 
cently been  sent  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  to  help  Wil- 
mer  and  Mildred  Young  and  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee in  a  farm  project  designed  to  help  solve  some  of  the  farm 
problems  of  the  South.  Their  first  interesting  report  to  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  is  here  shared  with  the  Gospel  Messenger 
readers. — D.  D.  Funderburg. 

The  People  and  the  Project 

Although  we  shall  be  able  to  interpret  much  more 
clearly  in  a  year  the  thoughts,  feelings,  and  hopes  of 
the  Southern  tenant  farmer,  there  are  several  observa- 
tions which  may  be  of  interest  at  this  time. 

The  "project"  in  which  we  are  helping  is  an  800-acre 
farm  divided  into  two  400-acre  plots,  lying  about  one 
half  mile  apart.  The  one  plot  is  inhabited  entirely  by 
white  people,  the  other  by  Negroes.  The  Youngs  have 
not  yet  attempted  to  erase  this  segregation.  To  do  so 
would  be  suicide  for  the  experiment.  The  white  plot  is 
inhabited  by  eight  families,  including  the  Youngs  and 
ourselves.  The  Negro  plot  at  present  contains  four  fam- 
ilies. The  housing  conditions  on  the  Negro  plot  are 
typical  of  what  the  Northerner  would  expect  to  see  on 
"Tobacco  Road."  The  dwellings  on  our  plot  are  one- 
story,  four-room  frame  houses  heated  by  fireplaces. 

Our  800  acres  is  but  a  small  chunk  out  of  the  heart  of 
the  great  cotton  belt.  Yet  a  pattern  may  be  worked  out 
here  for  the  restoration  of  an  impoverished  land  and 
people  which  will  be  applicable  in  other  Southern  com- 
munities. 

Although  the  people  here  are  tenant  farmers  they  are 
not  sharecroppers.  There  are  three  types  of  tenants  in 
the  South,  lowest  in  the  scale  being  the  sharecroppers 
who  own  no  tools  or  stock,  the  landlord  receiving  from 
them  half  the  crop.  The  second  group  is  known  as  share 
tenants.  They  own  their  tools  and  stock,  the  landlord 
receiving  one  third  of  the  cotton  and  one  fourth  of  the 
corn.     The   third   group   is   composed   of   cash   tenants. 
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From  them  the  landlord  receives  a  fixed  amount  in  cash 
or  lint  cotton  as  a  rental  fee,  while  he  supplies  only  the 
house,  land,  and  fuel.  The  tenants  on  our  farm  pay  in 
cotton  bales  according  to  the  size  and  productivity  of 
their  plot.  Consequently  they  fall  somewhere  between 
share  and  cash  tenants.  Of  the  three  types  the  "crop- 
pers" predominate  throughout  the  South.  One  observer 
recently  remarked  that  "tenancy  has  become  not  only 
a  method  of  making  a  living,  but  also  a  way  of  living." 
And  may  we  add,  a  way  of  living  without  roots,  for  the 
average  tenant  is  forced  to  move  once  every  four  years. 

Wilmer  and  Mildred  Young  and  the  AFSC 

In  1939  the  Youngs  said  of  the  Southern  tenant  farmer, 
"His  is  an  illness  calling  for  a  blood  transfusion,  and 
some  of  us  will  have  to  merge  our  lives  with  his  in  a 
common  effort  toward  health  if  he  is  to  be  reclaimed." 
This  merging  of  lives  is  the  essence  of  the  work  here. 
We  discover  that  the  Youngs  by  living  quietly  and  work- 
ing hard  with  their  hands  have  earned  a  deep  respect 
from  the  native  families.  They  (the  Youngs)  are  demo- 
cratic in  their  approach  to  the  community,  and  have  also 
been  most  helpful  in  getting  us  settled  and  adjusted  to 
our  new  farm  tasks.  The  community  thinks  of  us  as 
the  Youngs'  helpers. 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  official 
sponsors  of  the  project,  gained  title  to  the  land  on  March 
22  of  this  year  during  the  first  meeting  of  the  advisory 
committee  here  on  the  farm.  The  advisory  committee  to 
the  Youngs  is  at  present  composed  of  Tom  Potts  and 
Howard  Taylor,  business  man  and  farmer  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Riverton,  N.  J.,  respectively;  Dudley  Carroll 
and  Richard  Hobbs,  both  of  the  University  of  North  Car- 
olina faculty.  The  committee  will  be  expanded  to  in- 
clude several  South  Carolinians  expert  in  rural  work. 

And  Ourselves 

When  one  moves  into  a  new  situation,  one's  attention 
centers  largely  upon  his  immediate  corner  of  the  en- 
vironment and  his  relation  to  it.  If  the  situation  is 
quite  different  from  the  habitual,  one  for  a  time  almost 
loses  sight  of  the  whole  in  adjusting  himself  in  his  "cor- 
ner."   So  it  was  with  us. 

It  was  good  to  spend  a  few  days  with  the  Youngs 
first.  We  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  renew  our  friend- 
ship and  to  observe  Mildred  Young  at  housekeeping  in 
this  set-up,  realizing  the  thought  she  had  put  on  econ- 
omy of  time  and  money,  and  to  note  the  balance  Wilmer 
Young  had  worked  out  between  his  untiring  manual 
labor  and  mental  stimulation.  It  was  cheering  for  us, 
also,  to  return  for  supper  to  a  warm  home  and  friends 
after  a  day  of  scrubbing  dingy  walls  of  our  new  tem- 
porary dwelling.  (This  was  a  privilege,  we  reminded 
ourselves,  that  the  Youngs  did  not  have  upon  their  ar- 
rival exactly  a  year  ago.) 

Our  first  few  days  in  our  new  abode  were  spent  in  one 
room  (with  a  fireplace)  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
our  kitchen  range.  When  stove  and  trunks  came 
through,  we  migrated  into  two  other  rooms  amidst  the 
confusion  of  REA  men  sawing  holes  in  the  walls  (to  add 
to  the  holes  already  there!).  The  electric  current  is  to 
be  turned  on  by  the  latter  part  of  May. 

Our  chief  problem  was  feeding  the  stove.  Many  a 
morning  found  us  at  morning  meditation  with  our  feet 
in  the  oven!  Each  day  Don  would  bring  in  more  finely 
chopped  wood  from  the  piles  of  timber  (or  "lumber"  as 
he  had  called  it — his  first  boner!)  which  they  had  just 
hauled  from  the  forest.    With  patient  coaxing,  however, 


the  oven  has  since  yielded  surprisingly  good  bread  as 
well  as  other  satisfactory  creations  produced  with  a 
studied  emphasis  upon  food  value  and  economy. 

When  we  next  write  we  shall  be  moved  into  our  new 
residence  near  our  garden.  You  see,  we  share  the  in- 
secure feeling  of  the  tenant  and  the  sharecropper,  but  as 
the  Youngs  have  assured  us  from  oft-proved  experience, 
it  is  part  of  the  "seasoning"  process. 

Abbeville,  S.  C. 


Conference  Business 

Committee   on   Bethany   Hospital 

To  the  Annual  Conference  of  1941: 

We,  your  committee,  find  that  commendable  progress 
has  been  and  is  now  being  made  in  solving  certain  prob- 
lems confronting  Bethany  Hospital.  We  especially  wish 
to  point  out  the  following: 

1.  That  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  institution  is 
less  than  one  half  as  large  as  it  was  two  years  ago,  and 
that  plans  have  been  made  by  the  trustees  to  reduce  it 
further.  The  improved  financial  situation  is  due  to 
cash  donations,  cancellation  of  obligations  by  bond- 
holders and  creditors,  and  earnings  from  operating  in- 
come. 

2.  That  the  present  net  value  of  the  institution  is  in 
excess  of  $100,000. 

3.  That  the  present  management  of  the  hospital  is 
committed  to  a  policy,  as  far  as  possible,  of  liquidating 
its  capital  indebtedness  through  the  solicitation  of  gifts 
from  interested  donors,  and  meeting  all  current  expenses 
through  operating  income. 

4.  That  the  hospital  still  possesses  its  state  license  to 
train  nurses  and  definitely  plans  to  resume  again  that 
function  as  soon  as  its  capital  structure  shall  permit. 

5.  That  most  church-related  hospitals  are  held  in  trust 
by  independent  boards,  and  are  not  owned  by  the 
churches  whose  names  may  be  attached. 

We,  your  committee,  recommend: 

1.  That  the  ownership  and  management  of  Bethany 
Hospital  continue  as  is,  namely,  that  it  continue  as  an 
independent  institution  held  in  trust  for  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

2.  That  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  inter- 
ested in  the  ministry  of  healing  be  encouraged  to  assist 
the  trustees  of  the  hospital  in  further  reducing  its  capi- 
tal indebtedness. 

3.  That  a  temporary  Hospital  Committee  of  three  be 
appointed  by  Annual  Conference,  whose  function  it 
shall  be  to  visit  the  institution  and  make  an  annual  re- 
port thereon.  Such  committee  to  serve  until  such  time 
as  a  Nurses'  Training  Program  shall  have  become  re- 
established, at  which  time  the  superintendent  of  the 
hospital  shall  become  an  ex-officio  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Education  Board.  (The  members  of  the  temporary 
committee  shall  serve  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
except  the  first  appointed  shall  be  one  for  one  year, 
one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.) 

4.  That  the  present  committee  be  discontinued. 

L.  D.  Ikenberry,  Chairman 

J.  S.  Noffsinger,  Secretary 

J.  J.  Yoder 

B.  F.  Studebaker 

Rufus  P.  Bucher 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 
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Resolutions  of  the  General  Mission  Board 


BY  CHAS.   D.   BONSACK 
Secretary  General  Mission  Board 


At  the  April  meeting  of  the  General  Mission 
Board  the  members  faced  realistically  the  present 
tragic  world  situation.  Much  prayerful  thought 
was  given  to  the  necessary  changes  that  the  pres- 
ent world  struggle  is  likely  to  create.  They  tried  to 
measure  our  responsibilities  as  a  church  to  such 
a  world.  Realizing  the  need  of  poise  and  faith  in 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  God,  with  a  comradeship 
of  understanding  and  goodwill  for  such  a  time  as 
this,  they  passed  the  following  resolutions.  They 
are  simple  but  vital.  They  do  not  express  all  the 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  emphasis  that  was  felt 
in  the  meeting,  for  words  always  fail  us  at  this 
point. 

"First,  because  of  possible  discouragement  or  in- 
difference on  the  part  of  many,  growing  out  of  tragic 
world  conditions,  we  beseech  and  pray  that  our 
church  may  strengthen  her  Christian  work  at  home 
and  abroad. 

"Second,  that  we  call  for  a  sacrificial  and  united 
support  of  our  church  program,  both  spiritually  and 
financially. 

"Third,  that  we  call  for  well  qualified  and  conse- 
crated workers  to  go  to  the  mission  fields. 

"Fourth,  that  we  strengthen  our  mission  reserve 
funds  for  the  many  tremendous  needs  ahead  of 'us. 

"Fifth,  that  we  strive  to  deepen  our  own  faith  in 
the  gospel  of  Christ  as  the  world's  need  and  hope, 
when  exemplified  in  Christian  service. 

"Sixth,  that  since  others  sacrifice  for  that  which 
leads  to  destruction  and  ill  will,  we  call  upon  our 
church  people  to  do  even  more  for  goodwill  and  the 
kingdom  of  God." 

Every  calamity  can  be  made  an  opportunity. 
Those  with  faith  in  God  and  courage  to  live  help- 
fully in  these  days,  wherever  they  are,  are  the 
heroes  that  God  will  use  in  healing  the  nations. 
We  must  not  allow  the  fact  that  a  few  missionaries 
were  forced  from  their  work  in  China  to  discour- 
age us.  It  can  easily  be  God's  way  of  strengthen- 
ing the  church  there.  It  can  also  help  us  to  return 
to  the  work  again  in  a  few  months  with  new  con- 
tacts and  new  hope.  We  are  all  so  human  that  it 
takes  upheavals  like  these  to  help  us  to  new  think- 
ing and  more  radiant  living.  Increased  demands 
on  our  giving  and  service  to  others  will  only 
strengthen  our  faith  and  make  our  Christianity 
more  vital.  Stephen's  face,  turned  toward  heaven, 
was  still  radiant  as  enemies  stoned  him!  "When  it 
gets  dark  enough  the  stars  usually  come  out." 
Christianity  is  at  its  best  when  it  gives  the  heal- 
ing touch  to  a  suffering  world. 

It  was  to  such  a  world  that  God  sent  a  Savior! 


That  is  what  such  a  world  needs!  That  is  what  a 
gospel  of  hope  and  redemption  is  for!  Such  days 
and  times  are  the  church's  opportunity  to  redis- 
cover its  mission.  Neither  must  we  look  alone  at 
the  size  of  the  world's  tragedy  and  feel  we  can 
do  so  little  about  it.  Jesus  began  in  a  carpenter 
shop  in  an  obscure  village.  He  had  neither  money 
nor  prestige;  but  he  had  a  life  and  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Never  did  any  other  bring  such  hope  to  the 
world.  Dr.  Roy  L.  Smith  has  recently  said,  "Too 
many  of  us  worry  about  the  closed  churches  in 
Russia  and  forget  they  are  open  at  home."  Let  us 
turn  from  the  selfish  things  that  tempt  us  and  go  to 
church,  enter  into  its  work  and  spirit.  Enthuse 
others  with  our  determination  to  help  those  who 
suffer  and  encourage  those  who  serve.  Let  us  re- 
spond to  the  challenge  of  these  resolutions  and  do 
something  about  it.  Remember  Moses.  He  felt 
he  could  do  nothing,  too,  but  God  used  just  what 
he  had.    "What  is  that  in  thine  hand?" 


The  Present  War  Effects  on  Sweden 

BY  J.  F.  GRAYBILL 

Sweden  has  had  war  all  around  it  for  well  on  to  a  year 
and  a  half.  One  can  understand  that  a  small  country 
like  this,  dependent  largely  on  export  and  import,  will 
be  seriously  affected  by  the  war  and  the  effects  will  in- 
crease as  the  war  continues. 
The  Commercial  Effects 

Sweden's  principal  exports  are  ore,  paper  pulp,  tex- 
tile and  dairy  products,  of  which  much  goes  to  England 
and  some  to  Germany.  The  country  imports  fuel,  mostly 
from  England;  gasoline  and  other  oils  from  U.S.A.;  hides 
and  coffee  from  South  America;  tropical  fruits  from  the 
United  States  and  the  countries  south  of  us.  After  the 
German  blockade  in  the  west  most  of  these  imports  were 
cut  off.  The  war  came  rather  unexpectedly  and  caught 
some  people  napping,  and  consequently  Sweden  was 
not  as  well  prepared  as  it  should  have  been. 

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  gas  and  oils 
were  confiscated  by  the  government  and  put  on  rations 
until  May  of  1940,  when  private  cars  were  stopped,  and 
later  most  automobiling  was  stopped.  Gradually  gas 
plants  were  installed  and  at  present  nearly  all  cars  and 
trucks  going  are  run  in  this  way.  -Wood  and  charcoal 
are  used  for  fuel.  No  birch  or  beech  wood  can  be  bought 
for  fuel,  as  it  is  being  used  for  running  cars  and  trucks. 
The  price  of  wood  has  increased  75%.  Nearly  all  com- 
merce is  with  the  countries  south  of  Sweden. 
Economic  Effects 

With  the  war  risk  insurance  and  all  connected  with 
war  risk  prices  soared,  and  the  cost  of  living  increased 
from  35  to  40%;  some  items  even  higher  above  normal. 
So  far  as  fuel  is  concerned,  coal  and  coke  are  all  im- 
ported from  Germany  at  present  and  are  of  poor  quality, 
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while  the  price  has  increased  150r<-.  The  exchange  is 
not  favorable  for  Sweden.  To  this  was  added  an  un- 
usually cold  winter.  Sweden  had  the  coldest  January 
for  over  one  hundred  years.  With  the  waterways  frozen 
and  the  harbors  icebound,  a  serious  fuel  famine  resulted. 
It  was  simply  impossible  to  heat  apartments  comfort- 
ably. The  outside  temperature  in  Malmo  was  from  six 
to  ten  below  zero,  while  the  inside  temperature  was  not 
above  50  to  60  degrees.  There  was  much  suffering.  In 
a  company  of  soldiers  in  the  northern  part  of  Sweden 
there  were  twenty-nine  who  had  frozen  feet.  Some  had 
to  have  their  toes  amputated.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country  it  registered  from  20  to  30  below  zero. 

Industries  are  seriously  affected,  especially  such  as 
have  to  depend  on  imported  raw  material.  The  automo- 
bile industry,  repair  and  rubber  tire  works,  the  gas  indus- 
try, shoe  and  textile  industry,  yarn  and  thread  are  confis- 
cated; building  and  shipping  industries  are  all  seriously 
affected.  The  only  real  booming  industries  are  mount- 
ing cars  and  trucks  with  gas  plants  and  the  charcoal  and 
peat  industry. 

Although  many  of  the  men  are  called  into  military 
service,  there  is  still  much  unemployment.  Many  of 
these  men  have  families,  and  these  must  in  some  way 
be  supported  while  the  bread  winner  is  in  government 
service.  This  increases  taxes.  I  know  of  people  who 
are  paying  2%%  of  their  earnings  in  extra  defense  tax. 
On  many  things  that  we  buy  there  is  a  6%  war  tax  lev- 
ied.   This  seriously  affects  the  country  economically. 

Much  money  must  be  spent  for  the  protection  of  life 
by  the  property  holders.  There  are  numerous  public 
bomb-secure  shelters  arranged  all  over  the  city;  public 
buildings,  such  as  banks,  must  have  their  working  room 
re-enforced  for  protection  against  bombing  raids.  All 
industrial  works  must  have  secure  places  for  the  em- 
ployees. Property  holders  are  by  law  forced  to  have 
bomb-secure  rooms  for  all  tenants.  These  must  also  be 
gas-proof  and  have  all  mechanical  devices  to  work  a  way 
out  of  a  wrecked  building.  These  are  not  only  temporary 
arrangements  for  the  present  war,  but  they  are  to  be 
prepared  for  war  or  wars  to  come  in  the  future.  These 
rooms  are  to  be  inspected  at  regular  intervals  in  time  of 
peace.  Sweden  seemingly  does  not  believe  in  a  per- 
manent peace.  We  will  never  find  out  the  amount  of 
money  that  is  being  spent  by  neutrals  for  security  in 
time  of  a  war. 

Everything  in  the  line  of  food  is  rationed,  except  vege- 
tables. But  the  amount  we  receive  is  in  nearly  every- 
thing sufficient  for  most  people.  The  fuel  condition  is 
most  severe. 

The  Moral  Effects 

These  effects  cannot  be  fully  estimated.  Taking  a 
man  from  his  wife  and  family  in  the  extreme  southern 
part  of  the  country,  and  moving  him  to  the  most  north- 
ern part  for  six  or  eight  months,  as  is  often  the  case,  is 
taking  him  from  his  normal  life.  On  the  other  hand  it 
places  temptation  at  the  door  of  the  morally  weak. 
Authorities  are  having  their  eyes  opened  within  the 
past  few  months.  Cases  are  becoming  so  alarmingly 
numerous  that  the  authorities  are  puzzled  to  know  what 
to  do  about  it.  We  have  heard  of  a  case  where  not  less 
than  eight  girls  pointed  out  the  same  man  as  father  of 
their  expected  children.  While  this  is  an  exception,  the 
number  of  visible  moral  effects  is  utterly  alarming.  And 
the  number  of  invisible  effects  is  evidently  still  greater. 

There    is    also   excessive   drinking   at   these   soldiers' 
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camps.  There  are  also  some  women  who  volunteer,, 
some  evidently  under  the  mantle  of  patriotism,  to  pro- 
tect their  country.  The  moral  effects  are  not  all  on 
those  who  are  away  in  military  service,  but  on  those 
who  are  left  by  the  stuff.  Robber  gangs  of  boys  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-two  are  quite  common.  Traffic  with 
older  men  and  schoolgirls  from  a  certain  school  in 
Malmo  shocked  the  community  last  week. 

The  Spiritual  Effects 

The   first   World   War   left   very   depressive   spiritual 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  May  17-24 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

As  the  church  prays  for  Dr.  Leonard  and  Nurse  Betty 
Blickenstaff  during  this  week,  what  more  definite  word 
could  it  have  than  the  following  direct  quotations  from 
their  letters? 

"We  like  our  new  home  here  at  Bulsar  so  very  much. 
Drs.  Cottrell  did  everything  they  could  to  have  the 
house  as  nice  as  possible  for  us  to  move  into.  We  feel 
it  is  quite  cheery  and  we  enjoy  it. 

"I  enjoy  the  church  services.  It  is  such  a  satisfaction 
to  go  to  church  and  know  what  the  minister  is  talking 
about.  Sometimes  Bro.  Govindji  warms  up  to  his  sub- 
ject so  much  and  talks  so  fast  and  uses  such  big  words 
that  I  cannot  follow  him.  One  Sunday  he  announced 
a  hymn  which  I  did  not  understand.  He  saw  that  I  was 
perplexed  and  so  he  gave  the  number  in  English,  look- 
ing straight  at  me. 

"It  is  such  a  pleasure  to  learn  to  know  our  Christian 
leaders.  Bro.  Govindji  has  been  teaching  me  scripture 
and  having  some  conversation  in  Gujarati.  The  evan- 
gelist's wife  has  been  helping  me  too. 

"Dr.  Leonard  has  been  rather  busy.  Many  people 
have  known  him  such  a  long  time  that  they  consider 
him  their  doctor.  We  are  very  happy  about  their  con- 
fidence. 

"It  is  such  a  joy  to  be  doing  the  work  we  have  waited 
so  long  to  get  to  do." 
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effects,  from  which  we  had  not  recovered.  Schoolteach- 
ers complained  that  the  children  were  harder  to  handle. 
This  was  evident  in  Sunday-school  work  and  in  all 
church  work.  Spiritual  values  were  lowered.  The  light 
and  the  salt  was  taken  out  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Instead  of  the  people  seeking  the  God  of  their  salva- 
tion, an  attitude  of  bitterness  and  indifference  charac- 
terized them.  If  the  effects  of  this  war  compare  with 
those  of  the  first  World  War,  there  is  cause  for  trembling 
at  the  very  thought.  Shall  the  Christian  faith  survive? 
There  is  cause  for  deep  concern.  If  our  hope  is  built  on 
the  solid  rock,  Christ  Jesus,  we  know  that  Christianity 
will  triumph  in  the  end.  This  is  a  time  for  testing  of 
faith.  I  fear  that  many  who  have  built  on  sinking  sand 
will  be  disappointed  when  they  discover  that  their  foun- 
dation is  slipping  away  from  them.  The  world  of  today 
is  in  need  of  the  gospel  as  never  before.  It  stands  in 
need  of  the  light  of  the  world  and  the  salt  of  the  earth. 
It  is  a  time  that  challenges  the  best  that  is  in  people. 
May  we  not  lose  courage,  but  realize  more  and  more  that 
our  strength  is  in  the  Lord.  He  shall  reign  till  all  his 
foes  are  subject  to  him.  God  help  us  to  be  on  the  Lord's 
side. 

Malmo,  Sweden. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.   SHULL 

The  Evening  Star,  a  well-known  newspaper  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  in  a  recent  issue  published  a  front-page 
article  on  Conscientious  Objectors  Go  Into  Work  Camps 
May  15.  This  article  says:  "Making  a  new  democratic 
approach  to  an  age-old  problem,  about  2,000  certified 
Selective  Service  men  whose  religious  scruples  exempt 
them  from  being  soldiers  will  start  moving  into  estab- 
lished work  camps  on  May  15  for  a  year  of  civilian  serv- 
ice. Seven  unused  CCC  camps  in  widely  scattered  areas 
— remote  from  the  Army  training  centers  and  under  the 
supervision  of  religious  agencies — are  now  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  first  group  of  conscientious  objectors.  By  next 
July  it  is  expected  the  decisions  of  local  draft  boards 
will  swell  their  number  to  around  7,000.  Fourteen  ad- 
ditional camps,  already  selected,  will  be  necessary  to  ac- 
commodate this  army  in  overalls.  With  Mennonites, 
Brethren  and  Quakers  predominating,  their  ranks  are 
representative  of  sixty-three  different  religious  denom- 
inations and  sects.  .  .  .  Each  is  a  bona  fide  registrant 
who  has  been  certified  by  a  local  board  as  sincere  in  de- 
termining to  serve  in  the  emergency  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  In  the  official  record 
they  are  the  men  who  have  been  assigned  to  Class  IV-E, 
which  stands  for  work  of  national  importance  under 
civilian  direction."  This  article  goes  on  to  say:  "The 
humane  consideration  given  these  conscientious  objec- 
tors is  in  marked  contrast  to  their  treatment  when  the 
country  was  at  war  in  1917-18." 

The  Washington  Star  also  says:  "Congress  in  the 
passage  of  the  1940  Draft  Act  recognized  the  importance 
of  individual  conscience  in  a  democracy  and  made  pro- 
vision for  deferment  from  combatant  military  service 
and  the  service  of  those  registrants  judged  by  local 
boards  to  be  sincere  in  their  conscientious  opposition  to 
participation  in  war.  The  act  specifically  provides  con- 
sideration for  all  such  persons  on  a  basis  of  their  indi- 
vidual conscientious  convictions  and  does  not  require 
membership  in  a  religious  organization  or  sect  as  evi- 
dence of  the  sincerity  of  their  convictions."     The  Star 


names  the  three  leaders  of  the  Civilian  camps  of  the  his- 
toric peace  churches,  as  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Jones,  President 
of  Fisk  University  for  the  Friends  (Quakers);  Dr.  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  president  of  Bridgewater  College  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren;  and  Dr.  Henry  A.  Fast  of  New- 
ton, Kans.,  for  the  Mennonites.  All  this  work  is  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  National  Service  Board  for 
Religious  Objectors  with  offices  in  the  National  Press 
Building  in  Washington,  D.  C,  with  M.  R.  Zigler  as 
chairman,  and  Paul  Comly  French,  a  Quaker,  as  Execu- 
tive Secretary. 

Elgin,  111. 

■  ♦  ■ 

A  Letter  About  a  Letter  From  Africa 

Glendora,  Calif.,  April  15,  1941 
I  am  inclosing  part  of  a  letter  which  I  received  not  long 
ago  from  Herman  and  Hazel  Landis  from  Marama,  Ni- 
geria, Africa.  It  tells  what  $5  will  do  in  their  work,  and 
I  thought  it  would  make  a  very  good  little  missionary 
article  for  the  Messenger,  which   I  hope  you  can  use. 

What  $5.00  Will  Do 

Spenser  wrote  us  that  he  had  received  $5  earmarked  for  our 
work  from  your  Intermediate  Department,  and  that  the  next  time 
we  drew  out  expense  money  we  would  be  drawing  this  $5.  So 
Herman  and  I  have  just  been  figuring  what  that  money  was 
probably  spent  for. 

We  have  told  you  before  about  taking  the  Chevrolet  truck  out 
each  Sunday  loaded  ■with  about  fifteen  or  eighteen  boys  to  go  out 
preaching.  The  first  stop  is  seven  miles  out,  and  the  last  is  fif- 
teen miles.  These  boys  get  to  over  twenty  villages.  Between 
600  and  800  people  would  attend  services  in  those  twenty  vil- 
lages. 

It  costs  ten  cents  a  mile  to  run  the  truck,  so  one  trip  costs  $3. 
Thus  we  figure  that  your  $5  practically  paid  for  two  Sunday  trips 
with  the  car.  Well,  I'd  say  your  $5  preached  twice  to  between 
600  and  800  people — say,  altogether,  about  1,500.  What  do 
you  think,  was  that  worth  the  work  it  took  to  raise  the  $5? 

We  have  altogether  sixty-six  villages  on  the  list  of  Sunday 
services  now,  and  reach  most  of  them  every  week.  So  altogether 
it  means  about  2,500  people  a  week  in  the  services,  or  prayers, 
as  they  are  called  here." 

Evelyn  R.  Miller. 


Notice  Concerning  Clothing 

It  is  too  bad  that  complaint  has  been  heard  about  the 
condition  of  some  clothing  sent  in  for  relief.  This  ought 
not  be  true.  No  clothing  should  ever  be  sent  in  dirty 
and  ragged. 

The  following  rules  should  be  carefully  observed: 

1.  Send  clean  clothing. 

2.  Send  patched  and  darned  clothing. 

3.  Send  mended  shoes,  clean  bedding. 

4.  Do  not  pack  clothing  in  burlap  bags  unless  the 
clothing  is  well-wrapped  in  heavy  paper  or  other 
protective  material. 

5.  Pack  in  heavy  cartons  or  other  types  of  strong 
boxes. 

6.  Wrap  layettes  and  children's  new  garments  in 
cheese  cloth  or  clean  old  window  curtains,  etc. 

Aid  societies  and  young  people's  groups  providing 
clothing  for  relief  should  be  so  organized  that  washing, 
cleaning  and  mending  shall  be  done  before  clothing  is 
packed  and  shipped.  It  is  too  expensive  to  have  clean- 
ing and  mending  done  in  Philadelphia  or  at  the  college 
storerooms  and  at  the  Pacific  depots.  Such  work 
should  be  done  by  the  local  groups  that  send  the  cloth- 
ing. 
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BY  FLORENCE  S.  STUDEBAKER 

My  neighbor  is  building  a  new  house.  A  great  deal 
of  thought  has  been  put  into  the  plans  that  the  quarters 
may  be  livable,  convenient  and  pleasant  for  the  pros- 
pective residents. 

"I  am  very  anxious  that  the  doors  be  placed  at  exactly 
the  right  place  both  for  convenience  and  appearance," 
said  Mrs.  A.  "I  have  read  a  great  deal  lately  on  the 
importance  of  the  entrance,  or  about  the  impressions 
a  guest  receives  as  he  steps  into  a  home.  Does  he  think 
of  the  spaciousness?  Is  he  reminded  of  the  charming 
personality  of  the  people  who  live  there?  Does  he  catch 
a  spirit  of  hospitality  permeating  the  atmosphere?" 

I  pondered  long  on  my  friend's  interest  in  doorways 
and  then  one  day,  while  looking  through  some  choice 
clippings,  I  came  upon  this  prayer  taken  from  Prayers 
for  an  Indian  college — - 

Master  and  Lord, 

Keep  us  this  day  in  thy  presence. 

Fence  round  our  hearts  with  thy  love  and  thy  purity 

That  no  evil  thing  may  come  near  us. 

Purge  us  from  all  selfish  motives  and  ambitions. 

Teach  us  to  love  our  fellowmen 

With  a  love  that  shall  be  thy  love  breaking  into  the  world  through 
us; 

Illumine  our  souls  with  a  clear  and  glorious  perception  of  spir- 
ituality; 

With  a  knowledge  of  thy  divine  beauty  and  truth. 

That  shall  fill  us  with  joy  and  peace; 

Make  us  messengers  of  thy  grace, 

Ambassadors  among  men. 

Make  us  doorways  through  which  thou  thyself  mayest  enter 
freely  into  thy  world. 

"Make  us  doorways,"  I  breathed.  Can  it  be  that  God 
intends  for  each  Christian  to  be  a  doorway;  a  means  of 
entrance  into  the  larger  life  of  the  kingdom  of  God? 
Yes,  as  a  follower  of  Jesus,  the  true  Door,  I  cannot  be 
satisfied  just  to  save  myself.  I  must  reach  out  for  others. 
D.  L.  Moody,  once  seeing  a  steel  engraving,  was  much 
pleased  with  it  and  accordingly  purchased  it.  "I  thought 
it  was  the  finest  thing  I  had  ever  seen."  It  was  the  pic- 
ture of  a  woman  coming  out  of  the  water  and  clinging 
with  both  hands  to  the  Rock  of  Ages.  Afterwards  he 
saw  another  picture  that  spoiled  the  first  one  entirely. 
He  said,  "It  was  the  picture  of  a  person  coming  out  of 
the  dark  waters  with  one  arm  clinging  to  the  cross, 
but  with  the  other  she  was  lifting  someone  else  out  of 
the  waves." 

The  writer  of  the  hymn,  Just  as  I  Am,  became  a 
doorway  through  which  hundreds  of  people  have  en- 
tered the  kingdom.  That  minister,  thinking  because 
of  the  stormy  night  there  would  be  but  a  handful  at 
the  services,  overcame  his  temptation  not  to  preach  and 
converted  a  man  who  later  won  thousands  to  Christ. 
That  humble  farmer  who  made  money  honorably  be- 
came a  doorway  through  which  many  in  heathen  dark- 
ness found  the  light.  That  lowly  widow  who  felt  her 
inability  to  give  large  sums  to  missions,  nevertheless 
shared  the  hospitality  of  her  home  with  those  who 
came  and  went  in  the  King's  business,  and  became  a 
doorway  of  great  blessing  to  many. 

It  is  said  that  when  William  Booth  looked  for  the 
first  time  on  the  dreary  horror  of  White  Chapel,  he 
wrote,  "I  fell  in  love  with  the  great  crowds  of  people 


who  seem  to  be  outside  the  pale  of  Christian  churches." 
How  many  souls  have  been  reached  through  the  door- 
way of  this  great  man,  God  only  knows. 

Then  there  is  the  old  Scotch  woman  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  giving  a  penny  a  day  for  missions,  who 
was  given  a  sixpence  by  a  visitor  to  buy  some  meat — 
a  luxury  she  had  not  lately  enjoyed.  But  she  thought  to 
herself,  "I  have  long  done  very  well  on  porridge,  so 
I  will  give  the  sixpence  also  to  God." 

Somehow  the  fact  became  known  to  a  missionary 
secretary  who  told  it  at  a  missionary  breakfast.  Deeply 
impressed,  the  host  declared,  "I  have  never  so  much 
as  denied  myself  a  chop  for  the  Lord,"  and  at  once 
subscribed  £500  additional.  Others  of  the  group  fol- 
lowed his  lead  till  a  large  sum  had  been  raised.  Had 
the  little  old  lady  known  the  outcome  of  her  self-denial 
how  astonished  she  would  have  been!  How  little  she 
dreamed  her  act  would  prove  to  be  a  doorway  to  the 
larger   dedication   of   gifts. 

As  a  missionary  visited  in  a  home  a  child  was  moved 
to  give  a  small  part  of  his  savings  to  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions. The  gift  was  taken  to  Australia  and  used  to 
purchase  a  Prayer  Book.  One  morning  as  the  mission- 
ary- sat  in  the  church  a  step  at  the  door  attracted  his 
attention.  There  was  a  young  girl  who  had  found  em- 
ployment at  a  farm  twenty  miles  distant.  He  gave  her 
the  book  and  returned  to  his  study. 

Several  weeks  had  passed  when  a  rough-looking  man 
appeared,  inquiring  if  this  was  the  minister  who  had 
given  the  slave  girl  a  Prayer  Book.  The  missionary 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  Thereupon  the  man  told  of 
the  grave  illness  of  his  wife  and  begged  for  a  pastoral 
visit.  The  missionary  went  and  led  the  wife  to  Jesus 
before  her  passing.  The  husband  was  so  impressed  that 
he  roused  the  community  so  that  a  church  was  built  at 
that  point. 

Even  a  child  may  be  a  doorway!  What  blessings  are 
lost  to  our  neighbors  and  friends  and  the  world  as  well 
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if  we  close  ourselves  against  the  call  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  refuse  to  be  used  in  service.  May  we  strive  each 
day  to  become  doorways  of  blessing  and  fellowship  as 
opportunity  affords. 

Modesto,  Calif. 


Myra's  Temple 

BY    ADA    THOMPSON    HOY 

Myra's  days  of  active  church,  work  were  over.  Her 
hands  could  fly  as  fast  as  ever,  but  her  feet  were 
crippled  and  kept  her  in  her  chair.  She  bemoaned  the 
fact  she  couldn't  help  clean  up  the  church,  couldn't  help 
with  the  church  suppers.  She  didn't  come  right  out 
and  say  so,  but  we  knew  she  felt  that  everything  was 
going  to  wrack  and  ruin. 

"I  left  my  own  housework  too  many  times  to  make 
things  hum  at  the  church.  The  folks  nowdays  don't 
do  that.  They  don't  believe  in  hustling  around,"  she'd 
say. 

We  were  really  doing  pretty  well  at  the  church.  Many 
of  us  were  doing  work  we  hadn't  been  sure  we'd  please 
Myra  about  when  she  was  there,  so  we'd  rather  stand 
back  and  let  her  do  it.  And  she'd  do  it. 

Now  we  wanted  the  advantage  of  Myra's  experiences 
and  of  her  friendship,  but  our  calls  were  always  filled 
up  listening  to  the  "if  only"  side  of  it.  This  did  Myra 
no  good,  and  was  a  tiresome  experience  to  those  who 
had  the  hardihood  to  call  on  a  discouraged  woman. 

One  day  one  of  the  most  daring  of  us  went  to  see 
her  to  ask  her  advice  and  opinions  about  a  number 
of  the  church  duties.  She  couldn't  get  to  her  problems. 
Myra  talked  incessantly.  There  she  sat — a  soiled  dress, 
scuffed  shoes,  hair  untidy  and  hands  and  fingernails 
unsightly.  Everything  going  to  wrack  and  ruin?  The 
caller  thought — well,  Myra  is  going  the  fastest.  So  she 
swallowed  hard,  straightened  her  shoulders  and  inter- 
rupted— 

"Myra,  all  you  talk  of  is  the  spotlessness  of  God's 
temple,  of  the  perfection  you  think  should  shine  forth 
from  that  church  building.  That  church  is  important, 
but  the  most  important  part  of  it  is  what  it  stands  for 
in  our  minds  and  our  hearts.  The  building  was  made 
by  men.  You  have  a  temple  of  your  own — "  She  hurried 
on  before  the  astonished  Myra  could  get  the  head 
start.      "That   temple   is   God's   handiwork   and   it   was 


In  Praise  of  Laughter 

BY  LUCILE  LONG 

Laughter  is  a  part  of  courage! 

Generous  folk  and  wise 
Face  their  tasks  with  merry  hearts 

And  eager,  open  eyes. 

Wisdom  lives  not  with  despondence; 

Men  have  been  betrayed 
By  a  grave,  owl-like  demeanor. 

Hearts  all  unafraid 


given  to  you  for  a  lifetime  purpose.  That  purpose  is  a 
glorious  one.  Now  that  you  can't  keep  the  church  build- 
ing in  splendid  order,  you  are  unhappy  and  you  are 
cheating  yourself  and  everyone  around  you.  Why  don't 
you  work  on  your  own  temple?  It's  the  only  sporting 
thing  for  you  to  do.  You  must  wear  neat  clothes  and 
clean,  and  be  well-dressed  and  well-groomed  for  your 
children  and  grandchildren  and  for  all  of  us  who  are 
your  friends  and  who  need  your  help  and  advice.  A 
neat  body  and  clothes  would  set  a  standard  for  the 
working  of  your  mind.  After  all,  your  mind  is  part  of 
your  body  and  it  can  be  filled  up  with  petty,  fretty 
things,  or  with  a  richness  worth  sharing  with  all  of 
us  who  want  you.  Even  if  you  are  laid  up  you  have 
duties  galore,  and  I  know  if  you  go  to  work  on  your 
temple  you'll  be  able  to  get  all  the  courage  and  cheer- 
fulness you  want — and  work  too.  We'll  be  waiting  in  a 
line  to  see  you.  Your  radiance  will  still  make  the  church 
work  go  on  as  you  like — and  all  of  us  will  be  taking 
orders.  I'm  going  now.  May  I  come  back  sometime?" 
The  caller  hesitated.  She  hadn't  been  able  to  read  the 
quietness. 

"Yes,"  Myra  answered.  "And  all  of  them.  Don't  tell 
anybody."  Myra  put  out  her  hand.  "This  is  our  secret. 
Thank  you."  And  there  were  tears  in  her  eyes.  Happy 
tears. 

The  next  day  callers  found  a  new  Myra — and  if  they 
looked  around  they  noticed  a  full-length  mirror  hang-, 
ing  opposite  Myra's  chair.  But  they  were  too  glad  and 
thankful  to  be  curious  for  long  at  her  transformation.. 
And  the  transformer  kept  her  silence. 

Oregon,  111. 


Know  the  secret  of  the  ages, 
Mysteries  understand. 

Laughter  is  a  part  of  courage; 
They  walk  hand  in  hand! 
Bridgewater,  Va. 


Stewardship  Nuggets 

BY  HOWARD  H.   KEIM,  JR. 

Our  Lord  was  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem  to  die  on  a 
cross  that  he  might  save  lost,  sinful  men  to  a  redeemed 
way  of  life.  Wearied  by  his  journey,  one  evening  he 
turned  with  his  twelve  disciples  to  a  little  village  that 
he  might  find  within  its  protecting  walls  a  night's  shel^ 
ter  and  rest.  As  he  approached  the  gate  of  the  village 
ten  lepers  hurriedly  left  their  miserable  dugouts  in 
the  village  dump  and  came  hobbling  toward  him,  fran-. 
tically  waving  their  leprous,  deformed  hands.  They 
had  recognized  the  Galilean  Teacher.  They  asked  no 
alms,  but  pled  for  mercy.  Out  of  his  compassionate 
heart  he  responded  to  their  need,  healed  them  and 
sent  them  to  the  priest,  who  acted  as  health  officer,  for 
certification  of  cleansing.  As  they  departed  to  carry- 
out  his  instructions  they  became  aware  of  their  re-, 
gained  health.  But,  tragedy  of  all  tragedies,  only  one 
returned  to  thank  God  and  Jesus  for  the  blessing  re-, 
ceived.  That  man  was  a  foreigner.  The  other  nine 
were  Jews,  looking  for  the  Messiah,  but  they  were  too 
blind  to  see  him.  Amazed  and  saddened  by  their  moral 
and  spiritual  depravity,  Jesus  said,  "Where  are  the 
other  nine?" 

Am  I  among  the  nine?  This  day  and  every  day  God 
has  richly  blessed  me.  Do  I  receive  his  gracious  bless- 
ings and,  like  the  ungrateful  nine,  continue  to  center 
my  thoughts  and  activities  on  my  own  needs  and  re^ 
quirements.  Or  like  the  blessed  "foreigner,"  do  I  turn 
to  God  with  grateful  heart  and  pledge  my  life,  my  all 
to  him  in  sacrificial  service  and  sanctified  living? 

Huntington,  Ind. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday.  May  18 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Broadening  Christian  Horizons: 
Saul's  Conversion. — Acts  9:1-16.  Golden  Text,  I  was  not 
disobedient  unto  the  heavenly  vision.     Acts  26:19. 

Christian  Workers,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Our  Money  and  Our  Church. 

Intermediates,  My  Hours  at  Home. 
o        •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Omak  church,  Wash. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Portland  church,  Oregon. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Virden  church,  111.,  Bro.  E.  F. 
Caslow,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Waynesboro  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Levi  K.  Ziegler,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  and  six  await  the  rite  in  the  Sipesville 
church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Trot- 
wood  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  four  await  baptism  in  the  Summit 
Mills  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C.  D.  Brendlinger,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized,  two  await  the  rite,  and  eight  received 
by  letter  in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  M.  Clyde 
Horst,  pastor. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Frederick  City  church,  Md., 
Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,  evangelist;  Bro.  Ralph  E. 
Shober,  pastor. 

•  .   •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you   pray   for   the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of  Champaign,  111.,  June  8,  in  the 
Staunton  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Oliver  Dearing  of  Calhoun,  111.,  May  19,  in  the 
County  Line  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  William  L.  Gould,  pastor,  May  18-25,  in  the 
Spring  Mount  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  June  1,  in 
the  Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  Point  church,  Pa. 

•  •        • 

Personal  Mention 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  has  chosen  Elders  A.  P.  Bucher, 
A.  C.  Baugher  and  R.  W.  Schlosser  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegates  to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  with  El- 
ders H.  F.  King,  Nathan  Martin  and  A.  P.  Wenger  as 
alternates. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Auvil  of  Independence,  W.  Va.,  writes  us 
that  Sister  Auvil,  whose  health  was  already  much  im- 
paired, is  now  in  the  Grafton  City  Hospital  suffering 
from  a  hip  fracture.  "We  crave  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  all  Messenger  readers,  especially  of  those  who 
know  us." 


Bro.  Mark  Y.  Schrock  changes  his  address  from  Breth- 
ren, Mich.,  to  Fourth  Avenue  and  Frederick,  Olympia, 
Wash. 

Idaho  and  Western  Montana  has  chosen  as  Standing 
Committee  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  Eld.  A. 
J.  Ellenberger,  with  Eld.  Walter  S.  Coffman  as  alter- 
nate. 

Bro.  Otto  Laursen,  pastor  of  Bethany  and  East  Liber- 
ty churches  of  Southern  Ohio,  suffering  from  a  nervous 
condition  for  two  years  past,  desires  an  interest  in  "the 
prayers  of  God's  people  in  his  behalf." 

Southern  Ohio  has  chosen  Elders  E.  R.  Fisher,  R.  O. 
Shank  and  J.  W.  Fidler  as  Standing  Committee  dele- 
gates to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  with  Elders  G.  L. 
Wine,  Hugh  Cloppert  and  Roy  B.  Teach  as  alternates. 

Bro.  Paul  M.  Robinson  and  wife  of  the  Hagerstown 
pastorate,  Middle  Maryland,  with  due  apologies  for  hav- 
ing neglected  us  this  long,  made  up  for  it  by  the  gracious 
things  they  said  on  the  occasion  of  their  first  visit  last 
week.  They  even  appreciate  the  Messenger  with  all  of 
its  shortcomings. 

The  two  good  sisters  who  honored  the  Messenger  of- 
fices with  their  presence  the  other  day  were  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Miller  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  our 
community,  and  her  legally  acquired  daughter,  Ruth 
Sollenberger  Miller  of  Wheaton,  111.,  formerly  office  sec- 
retary for  the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
•  o  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Conference  Choir  Music  is  ready  at  $1.40  per  set 
postpaid.    Order  from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 

Anyone  having  three  or  four  dozen  copies  of  Glad 
Songs  that  they  wish  to  dispose  of  might  do  themselves  a 
favor,  as  well  as  Mrs.  J.  E.  Bubb,  Astoria,  Illinois. 
Please  specify  condition  and  price  being  asked  for  the 
books. 

Sister  Mary  E.  Stover  (Mrs.  Wilbur  B.)  would  like  a 
couple  copies  of  her  husband's  book,  India  a  Problem, 
which  is  now  out  of  print.  Anyone  willing  to  share  with 
Sister  Stover  may  write  her  directly  at  147  South  E  St., 
Tulare,  Calif. 

May  24  at  Camp  Mack  is  Clean-Up-Day.  The  young 
people  and  adults  of  the  area  are  invited  to  come  in — 
bring  a  potluck  dinner  and  make  the  camp  ready  for  the 
opening  May  30.  A  goodly  response  is  requested — 
James  Schrock  and  Lester  Young. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northeastern  Ohio  to  be 
held  next  Wednesday,  May  21,  in  the  Cleveland  church 
has  an  attractive  program.  If  you  ever  have  any  trouble 
in  deciding  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong,  perhaps 
you  would  better  go  and  learn  how  this  is  done.  The 
hours  are  from  10:00  A.M.  to  3:00  P.M. 

Brethren  Action,  after  one  year's  intermission,  has 
resumed  publication.  "There  is  no  intention  on  the 
part  of  Brethren  Action  editors  or  writers  to  supplant 
the  official  papers.  We  do  hope  to  complement  and 
supplement  them."  The  editors  are  Joe  Van  Dyke,  Burt, 
Mich.,  and  Elizabeth  F.  Miller,  1713  Home  Ave.,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 
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Have  you  an  extra  copy  of  the  Annual  Meeting  Min- 
utes of  1925?  The  Brethren  Publishing  House  is  eager 
to  secure  several  copies.  If  you  can  spare  a  copy,  mail 
it  to  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111.,  attention  J. 
E.  Miller.     Thanks. 

For  trends  in  Conference  Budget  giving  as  arranged 
by  regions,  see  the  interesting  graph  on  page  18.  The 
membership  and  dollar  figures  are  actual  for  the  regions. 
The  percentage  figures  represent  each  region's  relation- 
ship to  the  total  brotherhood  membership  and  giving. 

The  Wooster  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio  has  a  one 
hundredth  anniversary  and  home-coming  program  to- 
morrow, May  18,  with  a  noon  fellowship  basket  lunch. 
Pastor  W.  G.  McFadden  of  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  speaks 
in  the  morning  and  Prof.  R.  V.  Bollinger  of  Ashland 
College  in  the  afternoon.  "The  Wooster  church  extends 
a  cordial  invitation  to  all  former  members  and  friends  to 
come  and  enjoy  the  occasion." 

Tomorrow  afternoon.  May  18,  4:30,  eastern  standard 
time,  some  three  hundred  singers  from  our  Southern 
Ohio  churches  will  broadcast  over  a  two  station  hook- 
up, WIZE  (1340),  Springfield  and  WING  (1410),  Dayton. 
This  time  is  allotted  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
the  "All  American  Program  of  the  Air."  Director  C.  W. 
Detrick  will  lead  the  chorus  and  Pastor  J.  Perry  Prather 
will  speak  as  interpreter  of  the  program. 

"The  Star  of  Cathay  is  published  semiannually  by  the 
missionaries  of  the  Shansi  Mission  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with  their  work,  their 
needs,  and  themselves."  In  the  latest  issue  Editor  Cun- 
ningham writes  most  appropriately  on  The  Values  of 
Adversity,  concluding  with  that  strong  note  of  faith 
struck  by  a  great  missionary  of  the  first  Christian  cen- 
tury, "Now  we  would  have  you  know,  brethren,  that  the 
things  which  have  happened  unto  us  have  fallen  out 
rather  unto  the  progress  of  the  gospel." 
•  •  • 
Status  of  Students  After  July  1,  1941 

The  group  deferment  of  students  provided  by  the 
Selective  Service  Act  of  1940  in  Section  5  (f)  expires 
July  1.  Indications  now  are  that  this  blanket  deferment 
of  students  will  not  be  extended  at  that  time.  Local 
boards  have  been  instructed  to  reclassify  all  students 
now  in  Class  I-D  or  I-E  prior  to  July  1.  All  facts  in  the 
possession  of  the  local  board  at  the  time  of  the  student's 
classification  will  be  again  given  full  consideration  to- 
gether with  any  evidence  of  changed  status  which  may 
have  occurred  since  classification. 

Local  Boards  have  been  urged  to  consider  each  case 
carefully  to  determine  if  the  registrant  is  in  training  or 
preparation  for  any  industry,  business  employment,  ag- 
ricultural pursuit,  government  service  or  any  other  serv- 
ice or  endeavor  which  is  essential  to  the  national  health, 
safety  or  interest.  If  he  is,  according  to  paragraph  352  of 
the  Regulations,  he  should  be  classified  in  II-A  as  a 
necessary  man.  In  determining  whether  the  registrant 
because  of  his  course  of  instruction  is  a  necessary  man 
the  local  board  has  been  instructed  to  consider  such  fac- 
tors as  the  length  of  time  which  the  student  has  been 
pursuing  the  course  in  question,  his  relative  progress  and 
standing  in  such  course,  and  his  relative  chances  for  em- 
ployment or  placement  in  the  activity  for  which  he  is 
preparing. 

The  period  of  deferment  in  Class  II-A  may  not  exceed 
six  months,  but  such  deferment  may  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time  if  the  local  board  finds  that  such  continu- 
ance is  justified  under  the  Regulations.     In  the  whole 


realm  of  classification  the  local  boards  are  autonomous 
to  a  large  extent,  but  a  registrant  always  has  the  right 
to  appeal  a  decision  of  a  local  draft  board. — P.  H.  Bow- 
man. 
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Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 

Guideposls  for  Rural  Youth.  E.  L.  Kirkpatrick. 
American  Council  on  Education,  1940.    $1.00. 

This  book  has  increased  my  longing  for  the  farm.  The 
author  has  demonstrated  that  there  are  many  oppor- 
tunities for  youth  in  rural  America.  Most  rural  people 
including  church  leaders  need  to  have  a  larger  vision  of 
the  possibilities  at  home.  The  problems  facing  rural 
youth  are  pointed  out  and  many  helpful  suggestions  are 
given  for  their  solution. 

Our  people  will  especially  appreciate  the  chapter  on 
going  to  church.  Reference  is  made  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  and  her  contribution  to  rural  life  with 
special  mention  of  the  South  English,  Iowa,  church.  All 
who  read  this  book  will  be  inspired  with  the  great 
possibilities  on  the  farm.  Guideposts  for  Rural  Youth 
should  be  read  by  every  rural  minister  and  adult  leader 
of  youth. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 

Come,  Let  Us  Worship.  Albert  W.  Palmer.  The  Mac- 
millan  Company,  1941.     136  pages.    $1.50. 

Men  who  have  read  the  former  volumes  by  Dr.  Pal- 
mer, such  as  Paths  to  the  Presence  of  God,  or  The  Minis- 
ter's Job,  will  be  greatly  interested  in  this  volume  of 
worship  suggestions  for  small  churches.  It  is  hearten- 
ing to  know  that  a  man  who  has  been  pastor  of  out- 
standing churches,  a  leader  in  both  national  and  inter- 
national religious  circles,  and  who  is  the  president  of  a 
great  seminary,  should  affectionately  dedicate  this  vol- 
ume to  "the  congregation  of  the  little  white  church  in 
South  Wallingford,  Vermont,  [a  picture  of  which  appears 
upon  the  jacket]  where,  as  a  student  pastor  many  years 
ago,  I  first  struggled  with  the  problems  of  leadership  in 
public  worship."  The  author  gladly  recognizes  that  the 
vast  majority  of  Protestants  worship  in  small  rural  and 
town  churches.  He  writes  to  and  for  the  leaders  of  these 
churches,  and  in  his  usual  vivid  and  constructive  man- 
ner. Pastors  of  conservative  churches,  where  there  has 
been  for  years  a  very  simple  worship  service  and  where 
changes  must  be  made  gradually  and  carefully,  might 
well  begin  by  reading  chapters  ten  and  eight.  Their 
titles  are:  Dangers  to  Be  Avoided,  and  Educating  the 
Congregation  About  Worship.  These  and  the  other 
chapter  titles  well  express  the  contents  of  the  book. 
They  are:  Hopes  and  Needs  of  the  Worshiping  Con- 
gregation, Preaching  and  Worship,  The  Bible  and  Wor- 
ship, Literary  Materials  for  Worship  Programs,  Organ- 
izing the  Church  Service,  The  Building  Problems  of 
Small  Churches,  The  Accessories  of  Worship,  Worship 
for  Youth,  a  Case  Study.  If  you  want  to  know  what 
scriptures  are  the  best  for  worship  purposes;  how  to 
select  and  use  effectively  poetry,  hymns  and  choir  music; 
how  to  arrange  the  pulpit  and  choir;  how  to  place  the 
large  Bible,  cross  or  religious  picture  to  have  the  best 
effect;  how  to  reconstruct  the  small,  poorly-arranged 
building;  and  what  is  even  more  important,  how  to  grow 
as  a  leader  of  devotions  and  in  skill  in  leading  others 
to  accept,  appreciate  and  helpfully  use  the  many  beau- 
tiful aids  to  worship,  read  this  book. — Merlin  C.  Shull. 
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1941 


1931 


1936 
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Eastern  Region 

Southeastern   Region 

Central  Region 

Central    West    Region 

Western  Region 

Pa.,    S.    E. 

N.   &   S.   C. 

111.,  N..  &  Wis. 

Colorado 

Calif.,  N. 

Pa.,   Mid. 

Fla.    &    Ga. 

111.,   S. 

Iowa,  Mid. 

Calif.,   S.,   &   Ariz. 

Pa.,  W. 

Md.,   E. 

Ind.,  Mid. 

la.,  N.,  Minn.   &  S.  D. 

Canada 

Pa.,  E. 

Md.,   Mid. 

Ind.,  N. 

Iowa,  S. 

Idaho   &   W.   Mont 

Pa.,  S. 

Md.,  W. 

Ind.,  S. 

Kans.,  N.   E. 

Oregon 

Tennessee 

Michigan 

Kans.,  N.  W. 

Washington 

Va.,  E. 

Ohio,  N.  E. 

Kans.,  S.  E. 

Va.,  1st 

Ohio,  N.  W. 

Kans.,  S.  W. 

Va.,  N. 
Va.,    2nd 
Va.,  S. 

Ohio,  S. 

Mo.,   Mid. 

Mo.,  N. 

Mo.,  S.,  &  Ark. 

[I    Membership 

W.  Va.,  1st 
W.  Va.,  2nd 

Nebraska 

N.  D.  &  E.  Mont. 

1   Giving 

Okla.,  Pan.  of  Tex.  & 

N.  M. 

Texas  &  La. 

Conference  Budget  Giving 

The  Conference  Budget  giving  includes  all  of  our 
foreign  mission  work,  home  mission  work  administered 
from  Elgin,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  General  Ministerial  Board,  General  Ed- 
ucation Board,  and  Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 
"Relief"  Fund.  It  does  not  include  the  Brethren  Service 
work  covering  Relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service. 

Per  Capita  Giving  by  Regions  for  Year 
Ending  February  28,  1941 

Eastern  Region    $1.80 

Southeastern  Region   75 

Central  Region 1.48 

Central  West  Region   1.22 

Western    Region    1.37 

Interpretation  of  the  Statistical  Data 

Statistics  reveal  a  lot  but  they  do  not  tell  the  whole 
story.  Seeing  this  data  should  not  make  the  reader 
draw  conclusions  too  hastily.  Back  of  these  figures  are 
facts,  such  as  the  economic  conditions  of  every  territory, 
mountain  churches,  dust  bowl  churches,  mission 
churches,  churches  with  a  free  or  a  paid  ministry, 
churches  with  local  building  debt  or  with  heavy  district 
expenditures.  Some  churches  have  given  quite  well  for 
the  Brethren  Service  program,  the  report  of  which  is 


not  included  in  the  above  data.  The  figures  also  reveal 
the  extent  of  stewardship  teaching  and  the  missionary 
outlook  of  the  members. 

These  interpretations  are  given  not  as  an  alibi  for  any 
region  in  its  low  giving,  but  out  of  justice  in  the  light  of 
conditions  for  which  members  are  not  responsible.  The 
figures,  instead  of  being  an  alibi,  should  be  a  challenge 
toward  greater  faithfulness  in  the  stewardship  of  the 
Lord's  affairs. 

The  Conference  Offering  to  be  lifted  prior  to  the  La 

Verne  Annual  Conference,  June  18-24,  gives  opportunity 

for    every   member   in    every   congregation    to   express 

zeal  and  earnestness  for  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.    Let 

everyone  of  us  take  it  as  an  occasion  to  give  generously. 

Note:  In  succeeding  weeks  we  will  publish,  by  districts,  the 
record  of  each  region. 


MEN'S  WORK 

Nampa  Men's  Work 

By  Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho 
The  men  of  Nampa,  assisted  by  the  women,  gave  the 
church  house  a  thorough  cleaning  just  prior  to  Easter. 
At  a  recent  election  of  officers  Dr.  Clarence  L.  Heuck 
was  re-elected  president;  Sumner  B.  Eshelman,  vice- 
president;  David  Corder,  secretary;  John  Richards,  trea- 
surer. 
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Recently  there  was  a  tree-planting  through  which 
the  men  sought  to  beautify  the  church  grounds.  The 
Nampa  city  park  furnished  a  large  number  of  shrubs 
gratis,  thanks  to  Brethren  Elmer  Kinney  and  Wallace 
Keim  of  the  Park  Board,  Lee  Redmond,  the  caretaker, 
and  La  Vern  Martin  of  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. 


Men's  Work  at  Mansfield 

By   Howard   Kissel,    Mansfield,    Ohio 

The  men's  organization  at  the  Mansfield  church  has 
been  very  active  in  the  past  six  months.  The  new  offi- 
cers elected  last  fall  for  the  year  1940-'41  are  as  fol- 
lows: president,  Howard  Kissel;  vice-president,  Lowell 
Erbaugh;  secretary-treasurer,  Homer  Weaver.  The  or- 
ganization meets  the  third  Monday  of  each  month.  The 
average  attendance  has  been  twelve.  The  booster  name 
adopted  by   the   group   is   Bigger,   Better   Brotherhood. 

Last  fall  the  men  paid  for  and  planted  shrubbery  on 
the  church  grounds.  At  Christmas  time  a  needy  family 
was  adopted  and  a  large  Christmas  dinner  was  given 
to  this  family. 

Recently  a  chicken  supper  was  sponsored  by  this 
organization  and  the  profit  of  sixty  dollars  will  be 
given  to  the  building  fund. 

The  group  is  very  active  in  the  subdistrict  men's 
meeting,  and  one  of  the  members  is  president  of  the 
subdistrict. 


Men's  Work  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 

By  E.  B.  Williams,  Naperville,  Illinois 

Because  of  our  unsuccessful  attempt  to  accomplish 
what  we  believe  should  be  the  maximum  results  in 
men's  work  in  the  district  in  the  past,  we  decided  im- 
mediately after  district  meeting  last  year  to  formulate 
a  plan  which  would  take  us  into  every  church. 

The  executive  committee  and  their  program  is  as 
follows:  F.  W.  Powers,  president — organization;  Ver- 
non Hohnadel,  vice-president — stewardship;  E.  B.  Wil- 
liams, secretary-treasurer — our  responsibilities  to  our 
church  institutions. 

Our  plan  to  go  to  our  northwest  Wisconsin  churches 
last  November  did  not  materialize,  but  the  writer  car- 
ried our  message  to  the  Chippewa  Valley  church  near 
Mondovi. 

On  Dec.  15,  1940,  we  went  to  Milledgeville,  Sterling 
and  Dixon;  on  Feb.  16,  to  Freeport  and  Yellow  Creek; 
on  Mar.  9,  to  the  Hickory  Grove,  Cherry  Grove  and 
Rockford  churches. 

On  Feb.  10  we  held  our  fourth  annual  men's  banquet 
in  the  First  church  in  Chicago,  for  the  men  of  the 
Chicago  area.  We  had  as  our  guest  speakers  two 
brethren  who  are  recognized  as  great  men  in  a  time 
like  this:  Prof.  R.  E.  Mohler  of  McPherson  College, 
our  national  secretary  of  men's  work,  subject,  The  Cer- 
tainties of  Life;  Dr.  J.  Quinter  Miller  of  New  York, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches   in  America,   subject,   Faith   of   Our  Fathers. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Feb.  15,  we  met  with  the  men 
of  the  Freeport  church  in  their  father  and  son  banquet. 

We  greatly  appreciate  the  co-operation  of  the  pastors 
of  these  churches.  The  churches  are  responding  well 
to  the  $1  per  year,  every  resident  member,  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  campaign. 


We  have  exceeded  our  amount  of  $150  for  the  past 
two  years  as  a  gift  to  help  a  student  through  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  According  to  reports  and  responses 
we  have  assurance  our  personal  contacts  with  the 
churches  and  their  men  are  and  will  prove  effective. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 
Part  III.     What  Does  Alcohol  Do  to  Persons? 

Scripture:    Dan.  1:1-20;  1  Thess.  5:6-18 
Sunday,  June  1 

Note:  It  is  expected  that  the  group  leader  will  have 
access  to  the  10c  pamphlet,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian 
Life,  by  Deets  Pickett.  Studies  III  and  IV  should  be 
covered  in  this  program.  Also  see  The  Alcohol  Problem, 
prepared  by  the  National  Forum.  Order  from  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education,  Elgin,  111. 

In  this  study  the  following  questions  are  considered: 
Is  alcohol  a  food  or  a  drug?  How  sacred  is  the  human 
body?  What  are  the  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  body?  Is 
light  drinking  harmful?  What  per  cent  of  the  people 
who  begin  drinking  alcohol  become  alcoholics?  What 
has  age,  habit,  empty  stomach  and  time  of  drinking  to 
do  with  the  effects  of  alcohol?  What  parts  of  the  person 
are  affected  first  by  alcohol?  How  does  alcohol  affect 
car  drivers? 

Can  alcohol  actually  change  character?  Is  liquor  most 
dangerous  to  the  most  gifted  or  the  least  gifted  person? 


WORSHIP 


"Give  of  Your  Best  to  the  Master" 


Arranged  by  Miriam  Bowman,  Roanoke,  Virginia 

Note:  "Study  to  be  quiet,"  said  Saint  Paul.  If  his  world  needed 
an  exhortation  to  calmness,  poise,  and  quietude,  it  seems  that  in 
our  day  the  need  is  for  a  law,  for  today  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  many  folks  to  find  a  quiet  place.  Radios,  telephones,  door- 
bells, sirens  and  a  million  other  machines  that  we  feel  we  can- 
not do  without  scream  at  us  from  morning  until  night.  But  in  our 
worship  programs  in  church  organizations,  we  ought  to  find  oc- 
casionally a  place  for  quiet  meditation.  Such  a  service  can  be 
made  most  inspiring  and  beautiful.  With  Bible  browsing  and 
soft  music,  the  following  is  a  suggestion  for  silent  worship.  It 
would  be  helpful  if  a  copy  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each 
worshiper. 

Scripture 

"Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth;  but  if  the  salt  has  lost  its 
savour,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  .  .  .  Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world.  .  .  .  Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  father  which  is  in  heaven"  (Matt.  5:13-16). 

Poem 

To  each  one  is  given  a  marble  to  carve  for  the  wall, 
A  stone  that  is  needed  to  heighten  the  beauty  of  all; 
And  only  his  soul  has  the  magic  to  give  it  grace; 
And  only  his  hands  the  cunning  to  put  it  in  place. 

Yes,  the  task  that  is  given  to  each  one,  no  other  can  do; 
So   the  errand   is   waiting;    it   has  waited   through   ages   for  you. 
And  now  you  appear;  and  the  hushed  ones  are  turning  their  gaze, 
To  see  what  you  do  with  your  chance  in  the  chamber  of  days. 

— Edwin   Markham. 
Meditation 

Talent  is  creative  power.  It  grows  out  of  man's  kin- 
ship to  God,  who  created  a  world.  One's  talent  is  a 
sacred  trust;  therefore,  most  important  to  Christian  de- 
velopment. Whatever  one's  talent,  to  be  a  Christian  he 
must  use  it.  One  may  think  and  teach  in  poetic  form; 
another  in  a  song;  and  others  in  the  expression  of  peace 
and  goodwill  through  their  divine  gifts  of  sociability  and 
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personality;  or  in  a  sermon;  or  in  the  business  world, 
making  money  and  giving  to  the  church  and  the  poor 
but  all  according  to  the  teaching  of  Jesus  will  receive 
the  same  reward:  "Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful 
servant." 

Read  Matt.  25:14-30. 

An  Inspiration 

Socrates  drank  the  hemlock  rather  than  give  up  his 
talent  for  teaching.  He  was  one  of  the  greatest  teachers 
before  Jesus. 

And  Jesus  .  .  .  what  a  masterful  Teacher  was  he! 

Michelangelo,  almost  unrivaled  as  a  painter,  gave  of 
his  best  to  St.  Peter's  without  remuneration.  He  called 
it  his  gift  to  God. 

Martin  Luther  opposed  his  parents  in  giving  himself 
to  the  ministry. 

The  great  Milton  in  one  of  his  sonnets  spoke  of  his 
"one  talent,  which  is  death  to  hide." 

Rather  than  give  up  his  preaching,  Bunyan  faced 
twelve  years  of  imprisonment. 

Did  these  men  taste  "the  abundant  life"  that  Jesus 
talked  about? 

Prayer 

Father  of  all,  speak  often  to  us  in  our  quiet  moments. 
Help  us  find  the  Divine  in  ourselves — our  gift  from  thee. 
Give  us  courage  and  self-forgetfulness  in  the  tasks  that 
become  ours  to  do  in  the  living  of  the  Christian  life. 
Make  us  truly  Christian  in  our  attitude.  Guide  us  in 
the  choosing  of  values — may  we  never  find  ourselves 
burying  our  best  in  a  multiplicity  of  mere  activity  and 
organization  that  kill  our  talents  and  personality,  the 
truly  spiritual  of  our  being.  Whatever  our  gift  from 
thee,  we  pray  that  our  church  shall  always  recognize 
it  and  till  the  soil  for  its  growth.  Accept  our  thanks  for 
thy  breath  within  us,  and  our  adoration  of  thy  kinship. 
Amen. 

Thought  for  the  Day 

This  above  all;  to  thine  own  self  be  true, 
And  it  must  follow,  as  the  night  the  day, 
Thou  canst  not  then  be  false  to  any  man. 

— Shakespeare. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Northern  California  Special  District  Conference 

The  Northern  California  Special  District  Conference 
convened  in  the  Fresno  church,  March  6,  with  Moder- 
ator Paul  B.  Studebaker  in  charge.  Every  church  in 
the  district  was  represented  with  the  exception  of  one 
congregation.  There  were  also  representatives  from 
the  Old  German  Baptist  churches,  the  Brethren,  Dunk- 
ard  Brethren  and  the  Mennonite  churches. 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Annual  Conference  Mod- 
erator, presented  a  very  clear  cut  and  inspirational 
account  of  the  progress  of  the  conscientious  objector 
camp  idea  from  its  beginning  to  the  present  date,  laying 
before  us  the  challenge  of  these  C.  O.  camps  and  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  them.  Bro.  Bowman  gave 
us  a  report  of  the  Special  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  of  the  action  taken  at  that  meeting 
and  its  recommendations  to  the  districts  and  local 
churches. 

Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis,  president  of  La  Verne  Col- 
lege and  moderator-elect  of  Annual  Conference,  pre- 
sented the  various  types  of  work  in  which  our  C.  O. 


camps  will  engage,  such  as  soil  conservation,  refores- 
tation and  flood  control.  He  followed  up  with  a 
description  of  the  San  Dimas  Camp  and  its  particular 
work  of  reforestation  and  seepage  control.  Bro.  Davis 
then  contrasted  the  C.  O.  camps  with  their  moral,  spir- 
itual and  physical  advantages  to  the  military  camps. 
He  closed  his  address  with  an  inspiring  appeal  to  the 
churches  for  their  moral,  spiritual  and  financial  sup- 
port of  these  C.  O.  camps. 

The  purpose  of  the  special  district  conference  being 
to  consider  the  action  and  recommendations  of  the 
special  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee,  the  con- 
ference voted  unanimously  to  sustain  the  action  of 
the  Standing  Committee. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Gnagy,  chairman  of  the  District  Peace 
Committee,  presented  a  recommendation  to  the  con- 
ference pertaining  to  the  organization  for  carrying  on 
the  C.  O.  camp  work  and  its  financing.  As  a  result, 
this  work  was  assigned  to  the  District  Peace  Commit- 
tee. 

Bro.  Rufus  Bowman,  as  a  matter  of  information, 
gave  a  report  of  the  conditions  and  work  on  the  China 
mission  field. 

An  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  names  and  the 
total  number  of  those  young  men  who  have  been  or 
are  soon  to  be  called  to  military  service.  This  infor- 
mation was  requested  by  the  regional  peace  commit- 
tee in  order  that  they  might  form  some  estimate  of  the 
number  of  young  men  who  would  report  to  the  C.  O. 
camps. 

Bro.  W.  C.  Buntain,  pastor  of  the  Oakland  church, 
reported  that  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
cubic  feet  of  clothing  had  been  shipped  from  that 
depot  and  that  there  was  about  twenty-three  cubic 
feet  on  hand,  which  would  be  shipped  soon. 

The  sermon  of  the  evening  was  delivered  by  Bro. 
Bowman,  who  used  for  his  subject,  Brethren  Ideals 
for  1941.  This  brought  to  a  close  a  conference  far  dif- 
ferent from  any  experienced  in  this  district,  but  it 
proved  an  inspiration  to  all  who  attended. 

Stockton,  Calif.  Cecil  W.  Smith,  Writing  Clerk. 


Conference  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 

Middle  Pennsylvania  held  its  conference  at  the  Fred- 
ericksburg house  April  8  to  10.  It  was  an  inspirational 
meeting  throughout. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  and  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  were  with 
us  and  added  much  to  the  spirit  of  the  meeting. 

The  conference  voted  a  hearty  approval  of  Standing 
Committee  taking  the  stand  it  did  in  regards  to  civilian 
camps  and  relief,  as  well  as  approved  the  support  of 
conscientious  objectors  in  the  camps. 

The  district  voted  a  goal  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
for  missions  for  1941. 

Hopewell,  Pa.  Joseph  H.  Clapper,  Secretary. 


General  Welfare 

Ho,  awake,  arise  and  shine  (act),  ye  patriots!  We 
have  passed  the  crossroad  and  are  fast  going  down  the 
grade.  If  we  do  not  put  on  the  brakes  and  face  about 
we  and  our  posterity  are  doomed.  Will  it  take  another 
war  to  bring  us  to  our  senses.  Our  greatest  enemies 
are  within.  The  termites  of  greed,  intemperance  and 
selfishness  have  destroyed  the  foundations  of  democracy. 
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King  Alcohol  and  his  cohorts  are  in  the  saddle  and 
they  will  bring  us  to  ruin.  Awake,  ye  men,  and  help 
those  noble  women  (the  W.C.T.U.)  to  deliver  not  only 
our  fair  state,  but  the  nation  from  this  archdemon.  We 
need,  most  of  all,  a  moral  and  spiritual  rearmament  in 
order  that  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  tran- 
quility insured,  the  common  defense  provided  and  the 
general  welfare  be  raised  to  new  levels. 

We  need  to  be  reminded  that  but  one  fifth  of  our  eli- 
gible voters  brought  about  this  stupendous  blunder. 
Here  is  the  real  fifth  column.  Here  it  is  in  a  nutshell: 
ordinarily  only  about  three  out  of  five  vote  at  all,  and 
one  of  these  will  vote  wet  and  one  dry  and  the  third  is  on 
the  fence.  He  is  the  one  who  brought  in  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment  and  later  voted  it  out.  Hence,  it  should  not 
be  too  hard  to  convince  him  of  his  error,  if  not  convinced 
already.  Our  legislators  should  be  reminded  of  this 
fact.  It  is  important  that  there  should  be  milk  regula- 
tions to  protect  the  babies,  but  it  is  equally  important  to 
safeguard  them  when  grown  up. 

Newton,  Kans.  U.  S.  Royer. 


A  Witness 

In  Acts  1:8  we  have  these  words  of  Jesus  spoken  to 
his  disciples  just  before  his  ascension:  "But  ye  shall 
receive  power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon 
you:  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me  both  in  Jeru- 
salem and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth."  The  disciples  were  in- 
structed to  tarry  in  Jerusalem  until  they  were  endued 
with  power  from  on  high  (Luke  24:49).  This  command 
was  carried  out  in  Acts  1  and  2  when  about  one  hundred 
twenty  were  with  one  accord  in  prayer  in  the  upper 
room.  At  this  time  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  which  came  as  a  rushing  mighty  wind. 

A  great  criticism  arose  among  the  people  of  Jeru- 
salem concerning  the  peculiar  actions  of  the  disciples 
and  the  doctrine  of  Christ  which  they  preached.  But 
Peter  gave  the  answer  (Acts  2:17)  and  preached  that 
memorable  sermon  on  Christ — his  life,  works,  death  and 
resurrection,  after  which  three  thousand  souls  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  disciples  went  everywhere 
preaching  and  performing  miracles  and  adding  members 
to  Christ's  church.  Throughout  the  New  Testament 
we  have  the  witness  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  hearts  of  men  and  women. 

After  some  nineteen  hundred  years  people  are  still 
believers  in  Christ.  Probably  there  is  more  preaching 
done  today  than  at  any  previous  age  of  the  world,  but 
does  it  have  power?  There  are  some  who  believe  in  a 
definite  Holy  Spirit  baptism,  at  which  time  the  blood 
of  Jesus  is  applied  to  the  individual's  soul.  In  John 
3:5  Jesus  says:  "Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of 
the  Spirit  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Many  people  believe  that  the  water  and  Spirit  baptisms 
are  administered  at  the  same  time.  Under  this  latter 
idea  I  grew  up,  having  practically  no  understanding  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  its  work. 

I  have  been  a  believer  in  Christ  since  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, at  which  time  I  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  received  the  water  baptism.  For  thirty- 
two  years  I  labored  in  the  church  doing  what  I  thought 
was  Christian  service,  but  only  in  my  own  physical 
strength,  not  knowing  that  I  had  never  been  born  again 
— that  Jesus  had  never  washed  away  my  sins.     In  the 


later  years  of  my  life  I  began  to  feel  an  emptiness  in  my 
life.  I  felt  there  was  something  lacking.  I  rededicated 
my  life  to  the  Lord  at  different  times  but  this  brought 
only  temporary  satisfaction.  I  sought  to  learn  more  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  how  he  guided  the  individual's  life. 
I  asked  ministers  concerning  it,  but  never  could  receive 
a  satisfactory  explanation.  I  kept  reading,  praying  and 
seeking.  The  older  I  grew  in  years  the  more  I  realized 
my  life  was  a  failure.  Finally,  poor  health  seized  upon 
me  and  I  had  little  strength  for  home  or  church  duties. 
In  fact  I  was  an  invalid  for  months.  I  truly  believe  I 
was  near  death's  door.  It  is  a  very  true  saying,  "Man's 
extremity  is  God's  opportunity"  and  it  seemed  so  in  my 
case. 

There  came  to  our  neighborhood  a  woman  evangelist, 
Mrs.  Alice  Lisk,  from  Philadelphia,  Pa.  She  has  had  a 
very  unusual  and  miraculous  experience  both  physically 
and  spiritually.  Having  heard  her  experience  and  wit- 
nessing for  Jesus  I  soon  discovered  she  possessed  some 
quality  we  professing  Christians  lacked.  The  burden 
of  her  messages  carried  the  words  Jesus  spoke  to  Nico- 
demus,  "Ye  must  be  born  again." 

I  did  not  discover  the  secret  of  her  powerful  life  until 
after  she  left  our  community.  On  the  morning  after 
she  left,  when  I  arose  to  prepare  breakfast,  May  29,  1939, 
there  was  a  terribly  heavy  burden  on  my  heart.  I  im- 
mediately went  to  a  secret  place  of  prayer  and  there  on 
my  knees  I  poured  out  to  God  my  soul's  desire,  pleading 
for  Jesus  to  come  into  my  life,  fully  promising  him 
that  I  would  do  anything  he  wanted  me  to  do.  In  a 
moment,  as  quick  as  a  lightning  flash,  something  filled 
my  body  from  head  to  toe  and  almost  took  my  breath.  I 
arose  to  my  feet  wondering  what  had  happened  to  me. 
I  felt  so  lighthearted  and  so  happy.  Oh,  how  my  soul 
rejoiced!  My  work  was  no  longer  a  burden.  The 
world  seemed  a  new  place  and  I  a  new  creature.  All 
week  long  I  was  literally  covered  up  with  songs  and 
Scripture  quotations  and  praises  to  God.  The  Lord 
brought  to  my  sight  such  marvelous  things  I  said,  "Sure- 
ly I've  been  born  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  know  some  won- 
derful change  has  taken  place  in  my  life." 

On  Saturday  evening  of  this  eventful  week  my  daugh- 
ter, Louise,  and  a  neighbor  girl  came  running  in  the 
house  to  me.  Louise  said,  "Mamma,  we  saw  a  man  going 
back  to  heaven  and  a  tiny  gate  in  the  clouds."  We  went 
out  hoping  to  see  what  they  saw,  but  instead  we  saw  a 
most  holy  scene.  The  clouds  were  banked  thick,  heavy 
and  fleecy  in  the  southwest.  There,  in  the  clouds,  we 
saw  the  beautiful  spirit  of  Jesus  from  his  waist  up.  It 
was  not  made  of  clouds  but  was  a  spiritual  figure.  I 
exclaimed,  "Oh,  I  see  Jesus,  do  you?"  They  answered, 
"Yes."  We  stood  there  beholding  this  marvelous  scene, 
but  I  could  not  grasp  the  full  meaning.  It  was  not  until 
the  next  day  that  I  realized  that  this  wonderful  experi- 
ence had  come  about  through  the  baptism  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  which  I  had  received  on  Monday  morning  a  week 
before. 

How  much  like  the  pictures  we  have  does  Jesus  really 
look!  Surely  the  hand  of  God  guided  the  artist's  brush 
as  he  painted  on  canvas  the  picture  of  this  holy  man, 
our  Savior.  Oh,  I  can  never  forget  this  marvelous,  this 
indescribable,  this  holy  scene.  How  I  do  praise  God  for 
leading  me  into  the  marvelous  light  to  receive  the  sal- 
vation which  Jesus  brought  about  through  his  death  on 
Calvary.  "The  blood  of  Jesus  cleanseth  us  from  all 
unrighteousness." 

Besides  being  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus  I  have 
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discovered  that  my  Bible  is  a  new  Book.  The  truths 
therein  are  revealed  to  me  in  a  new  light.  One  of  the 
first  lessons  Jesus  taught  me  was  that  found  in  1  Peter 
1:16:  "Be  ye  holy  for  I  am  holy."  How  carefully  and 
prayerfully  a  follower  of  Christ  must  walk,  talk  and 
work!  It-is  so  sweet  to  walk  with  Jesus  and  really  know 
when  we  please  him.  Jesus  never  fails  me,  but  I  fail 
him  so  many,  many  times.  I'm  just  a  babe  in  Christ, 
less  than  two  years  of  age,  feeding  upon  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  Word. 

As  our  minds  return  to  the  last  week  of  our  Savior's 
stay  on  this  earth,  the  sadness  and  sorrow  which  he 
endured,  and  the  horrible  death  on  the  cross,  we  appre- 
ciate more  and  more  the  redemption  he  brought  to 
fallen,  sinful  men.  His  love  for  me  was  unbounded. 
How  much  should  I  love  him?  "Love  so  amazing,  so 
divine,  demands  my  soul,  my  life,  my  all," 

We  praise  God  that  the  grave  could  not  hold  Jesus. 
He  arose  a  victor  over  sin  and  death.  After  having  re- 
vealed himself  to  many  of  his  followers,  comforting 
them  and  giving  them  instructions  concerning  the  work 
of  his  kingdom,  telling  them  to  be  witnesses  of  him  to 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  he  took  his  departure 
from  them,  being  received  up  in  a  cloud.  We  have  the 
blessed  promise  that  he  is  coming  again  just  as  he  was 
seen  to  go  away.  Because  he  lives  we  shall  live  and 
reign  with  him.  When  his  bride,  the  church,  is  com- 
pleted then  he  is  coming. 

Dear  reader,  are  you  a  member  of  Christ's  kingdom? 
Has  the  blood  of  Jesus  been  applied  to  your  soul?  Have 
you  been  born  again? 

Jesus  will  do  the  same  for  you  that  he  did  for  me. 
The  invitation  says,  "Whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely."  Come  into  his  kingdom  and  help 
gather  the  golden  grain.  There  are  souls  dying  every 
day  for  the  need  of  a  little  bit  of  love.  Can  you  not 
say,  "Here  am  I,  send  me"?  "The  harvest  truly  is 
plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few;  pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  will  send  forth  laborers 
into  his  harvest." 

Jonesboro,  Tenn.  Mrs.  Albert  T.  Ferguson. 


Elder  Charles  A.  Shank 


The  community  and  the  church  have  suffered  a  great 
loss  in  the  going  of  Elder  Charles  A.  Shank,  of  Abilene, 
Kans.,  where  he  and  his  good  wife  had  served  as  super- 
intendent and  matron  of  the  Brown  Memorial  Home  for 
the  Aged  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Bro.  Shank  was  born  Oct.  21,  1871,  in  Hagerstown, 
Md.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Dickinson  County, 
Kansas,  in  1878.  With  the  exception  of  seven  years 
spent  in  Colorado  where  he  preached  and  taught  school, 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Dickinson  County, 
this  state. 

lie  served  at  various  times  as  elder  and  pastor  of 
the  Holland,  Navarre,  Buckeye  and  Abilene  churches 
for  approximately  forty  years.  He  possessed  a  beauti- 
ful Christian  spirit,  and  was  congenial  and  consider- 
ate in  working  with  others.  He  was  loved  by  all  of 
the  guests  of  the  Home,  appreciated  by  the  churches  he 
served,  and  admired  by  his  neighbors  and  all  with 
whom  he  mingled. 

His  home  life  was  beautifully  lived  and  graciously 
shared  with  his  family  and  friends.  It  was  both  a 
pleasure  and  an  inspiration  to  visit  at  the  Shank  home. 


Many  young  people  chose  to  have  Bro.  Shank  pro- 
nounce their  marriage  blessing  at  the  sacred  altar. 
Sorrowing  hearts  were  comforted  as  he  spoke  tenderly 
at  the  last  rites  of  so  many  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors.   He  will  be  sadly  missed. 

Elder  Shank  had  been  in  ill  health  for  several  years. 
At  intervals  he  seemed  to  be  much  improved,  when 
suddenly  new  afflictions  would  steal  in  upon  his  weak- 
ened body,  until  early  on  the  morning  of  March  >2 
his  faithful  heart  rested,  and  he  answered  the  call 
of  Christ  whom  he  served,  having  been  among  us  for 
more  than  sixty-nine  years. 

He  is  survived  by  his  companion,  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  seven  grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Me- 
morial services  were  conducted  March  14,  from  the  Na- 
varre church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Dr. 
Townely,   of  the  Presbyterian   church, 

Morrill.  Kans.  W.  A.  Kinzie, 


Kingdom  Vitamins 

Read  Rom.   12:2,  the  text,  and  the  verses  following. 

Pastor  Harper  Will's  subject  was  The  Brethren  Doc- 
trine of  Nonconformity.  Our  church  was  founded  233 
years  ago  because  the  founding  fathers  felt  that  con- 
formity with  the  society  of  their  day  violated  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Book.  They  were  nonconformists  and  non- 
conformity has  been  the  hub  of  our  religious  belief  and 
practice  ever  since.  It  has  been  given  various  emphases: 
dress  and  simple  living,  avoidance  of  jewelry,  and  cer- 
tain types  of  amusement.  These  are  yet  valid,  but 
greater  emphasis  on  peace  and  justice  in  human  re- 
lations is  now  the  rule. 

There  are  two  ways  to  get  into  trouble  with  society: 
one  is  to  fall  below  the  standard  set  by  society;  the 
other  is  to  rise  above  it.  Centuries  ago  murder  was 
condemned  by  society;  in  the  1860's  slavery  was  con- 
demned by  society  in  this  country.  Violations  of  these 
laws  are  punished.  In  1917,  our  society  justified  mur- 
der in  war,  and  those  of  our  men  who  rose  above  the 
standard  of  society  went  to  Leavenworth  or  Atlanta. 
The  monument  to  John  Kline  attests  the  rising  of  a 
brother  above  the  standard  of  society  in  an  earlier  day. 

It  is  said  that  Christianity  has  been  tried  and  has 
failed.  The  truth  is  that  Christianity  has  been  tried 
and  was  found  hard.  We've  underestimated  the  cost  of 
Christian  discipleship. 

Chicago,  111.  Gleaned  by  H.  M.  Eby. 


B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  Northwestern  Kansas  Meets 

The  young  people  of  the  Northwestern  District  of  Kan- 
sas met  in  their  annual  conference  April  5,  1941,  at  Portis, 
Kans.,  with  the  young  people  of  the  Portis  church.  Prof. 
Bittinger  of  McPherson  was  guest  speaker  at  the  con- 
ference. 

During  our  business  meeting  Bro.  Lewis  Naylor,  our 
adult  adviser,  explained  to  the  group  the  Youth  Action 
Guide  which  Raymond  Peters  promotes.  Several  re- 
ports were  given  of  the  different  divisions  as  set  forth 
in  this  Guide.  Wayne  Crist  of  Quinter,  Kans.,  was 
elected  president  of  the  district,  and  Delores  Anken- 
man  of  Wilsonville,  Nebr.,  was  elected  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Our  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Burr  Oak  church 
next  year. 

Wilsonville,  Nebr.  Delores  Ankenman. 
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How  Real  God  Has  Been  to  Me 

After  reading  the  article,  Is  God  Real?  by  Ollie 
Fisher  Benjamin  in  the  March  1  issue,  I  want  to  testify 
how1  real  God  has  been  to  me. 

About  ten  years  ago  my  husband  had  the  flu  and  it 
settled  in  his  head,  causing  a  very  bad  case  of  mastoid 
trouble.  The  doctors  said  they  would  have  to  operate. 
He  was  taking  chills,  which  meant  the  poison  was  flow- 
ing into  the  blood  stream.  His  suffering  was  so  intense 
that  I  looked  forward  for  the  time  to  come  when  they 
were  ready  to  operate.  I  followed  him  to  the  operating 
room,  and  then  went  to  the  waiting  room  to  wait. 

Being  alone,  the  minutes  seemed  like  hours.  I  prayed 
that  the  Lord's  will  might  be  done,  and  it  seemed  some- 
one said  to  me:  "It  is  I,  be  not  afraid."  The  message 
was  so  real  I  looked  up  to  see  who  might  be  speaking, 
but  no  one  was  there.  I  soon  fell  asleep  and  peacefully 
slept  until  I  was  awakened  by  the  doctor  coming  to  tell 
me  the  operation  was  over  and  everything  was  all  right. 

The  way  that  had  seemed  so  dark  now  seemed  much 
brighter,  for  I  knew  my  husband  was  going  to  get  well. 

This  proved  to  me  that  God  is  real  not  only  to  the 
sick  in  the  hospital,  but  also  to  the  ones  who  are  well. 
In  later  years  in  my  own  afflictions  when  I  become  im- 
patient I  can  hear  the  Master  say,  "It  is  I,  be  not  afraid." 

When  we  have  problems  too  great  for  us,  just  leave 
them  in  the  Father's  care  and  say,  "Thy  will  be  done,  O 
Lord." 

Stuarts  Draft,  Va.  Mrs.  W.  P.  Kimble. 


Tragic  Death  of  Elder  Jacob  S.  Klepper 

The   White    Horn    congregation,   friends    and    relatives    of   Eld. 

Jacob  S.  Klepper  were  grief  stricken  on  the  evening  of  April  4, 

1941,    when    they    received    the    sad    news    that    their    elder    and 

friend  had  been  instantly  killed 
by  lightning. 

Jacob  S.  Klepper  was  the  son 
of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Jane 
Klepper,  and  was  born  Feb.  25, 
1882,  at  Alum  Well,  Tenn.  Early 
in  life  he  professed  faith  in 
Christ  and  joined  the  Cedar 
Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
He  and  Cordelia  L.  Stills  were 
married  April  15,  1906.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  children: 
Fannie  Klepper  Weems,  who 
died  Oct.  2,  1933;  Tilda  Klepper 
Snapp  and  Starks  Klepper,  who 
are  surviving.  Besides  his  wid- 
ow and  two  children,  Bro. 
Klepper  is  survived  by  one 
grandson,  Wayne  Snapp;  two 
brothers,  I.  S.  and  S.  H.  Klep- 
per of  Rogersville,  Tenn.;  one 
sister,  Mrs.  Martha  Davis  of 
Spartanburg,    S.    C.      There    are 

several  nieces  and  nephews  and  a  host  of  friends. 
Bro.  Klepper  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  first  degree 

in  October   of   1906,  and   to   the   second  degree   in   September   of 

1908.     He  was  ordained   to   the   eldership   in   September  of   1915. 

He  had  given  a  life  of  service  to  the  ministry. 
He  was  elected  pastor  and  elder  of  the  White  Horn  church  on 

Aug.   5,    1933.     He   served   as   pastor   until   Aug.    3,   1940,    and   as 

elder  until  his  tragic   death. 
Bro.  Klepper  was  educated  in  the  Alum  Well  Academy  school 

and    attended   Daleville    College,   Virginia,   for   three   years.     He 

also    attended    the    East    Tennessee    State    Teachers'    College    at 

Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  for  a  number  of  years. 

He  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Hawkins  County,  Tennessee, 

for  twenty-one  years. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  from  the  Cedar  Grove  church 

with  the  pastor,  Glenon  C.  Brown,   officiating.     He  was  assisted 

by  Elders  Reuel  B.  Pritchett  and  Kay   Wine   and  Rev.   John  R. 

Chiles,  Baptist  minister  from  Rogersville. 
The  many  beautiful  floral  tributes  spoke  mutely  of  the  love  and 

sympathy  of  relatives  and  friends.     Interment  was  in  the  church 

cemetery. 
Bulls   Gap,   Tenn.  Louise   Long. 


In  Memory  of  Aaron  Bigler 

On  March  29,  1941,  Bro.  Aaron  Bigler  passed  to  his  reward  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  88  years,  10  months  and  10  days.  He  was 
born  in  Harrison  Township,  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  May   18,  1852. 

He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter and  son-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilmer  Roberts,  of  six  miles 
northwest  of  Goshen.  He  suf- 
fered a  hip  fracture  in  a  fall  last 
October  and  had  been  bedfast 
since    that    time. 

The  deceased  was  the  son  of 
Andrew  Bigler,  a  minister.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mar- 
tha Jane  Chapman  on  Dec.  20, 
1874.  She  departed  this  life  in 
1921.  Bro.  Bigler  accepted  Christ 
and  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two and  later  was  called  to  the 
office  of  deacon,  which  office 'he 
graced  with  honor,  spending 
much  time  on  the  visitation.  He 
was  a  beloved  and  helpful  co- 
worker in  the  church  which  he 
loved. 

Brother  and  Sister  Bigler  were 
the  parents  of  five  children:  John  of  Middlebury,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Wil- 
mer Roberts,  at  whose  home  he  died;  Mrs.  Oliver  Plank  of 
Mishawaka,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Clarence  Stoner  of  Middlebury,  Ind.;  and 
a  son,  Vernon,  who  died  Dec.  6,  1898.  There  are  also  ten  grand- 
children and  seventeen  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  West  Goshen  Church  of  the  Brethren  with 
Brethren  Lewis  Overholser  and  Samuel  Miller  officiating.  Burial 
was   in  the   West   Goshen   cemetery. 


Goshen,  Ind. 


Mrs.  Mina  Ganger. 


Passing  of  Alfred  Johnson 

Alfred  Johnson,  son  of  the  late  Nicholas  and  Elizabeth  Cover 
Johnson,  was  born  Nov.  23,  1853,  in  what  is  now  South  Union- 
town,   Pa.   In   infancy,   childhood,   and   youth   his   parental  home 

was  near  New  Geneva. 
Since  he  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of 
age  his  residence  had 
been  in  Uniontown. 
He  was  the  last  in  a 
family  of  seven  chil- 
dren to  depart  this 
life.  Preceding  him 
in  death  were  three 
brothers  and  three' 
sisters:  Isaiah,  Sam- 
uel, John,  Sarah  Ann, 
Mary  Johnson  Miller, 
and  Susan  Johnson 
Maust. 

On     Sept.     14,      1893, 
Bro.     Johnson     and 
Janie     Williams     were 
united      in      marriage. 
To     this     union     were 
born       one       daughter 
and    five    sons,    all    of 
whom    survive    except 
Howard,    twin    brother 
of   Wallace,    who    died 
in  infancy.     He  leaves 
to    mourn     their    loss, 
his      companion,      and 
the      following      chil- 
dren:    Anna     Johnson 
Praay,  of  Elsie,  Mich.; 
Dr.      Wallace      W.      of 
Newark,    Del.;    Robert 
H.  of  Morgantown,  W. 
Va.;  Ewing  A.  of  Fair- 
mont, W.  Va.;   Samuel 
C.  of  Uniontown.    Sur- 
viving   also    are    nine 
grandchildren. 
Bro.  Johnson  was  one  of  three  brothers  who  for  many  years 
operated  in  business  in  Uniontown  under  the  firm  name  of  John- 
son   Machine    Co.      About    eighteen    years    ago   he    retired    from 
business,  and  devoted  much  time  to  heating  jobs  and  surveying 
projects,  besides  many  other  subjects  of  interest.     Bro.  Johnson 
was    an    excellent    thinker,    and    possessed    an    inventive    genius 
which   expressed   itself  in   tangible  form.     Several  patents  were 
secured,  sold,  and  are  now  used  in  business  concerns. 

He  was  also  blessed  with  a  unique  memory,  was  a  great 
reader,  the  fruits  of  which  were  turned  into  many  channels  of 
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usefulness.  He  was  sweet-tempered  and  exercised  magnificent 
poise  under  all  circumstances. 

Bro.  Johnson  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Uniontown  seventy  or  more  years  ago,  when  in  youth.  He 
served  on  church  committees  and  boards,  and  many  records  bear 
his  name  as  secretary.  In  the  deacon's  office  he  faithfully 
worked  for  many  years.  His  interests  in  the  church  were  vital 
and  permanent,  and  always  first.  Secular  interests  never  took 
precedence  over  church  work  or  Christian  duty.  In  fact,  his 
abiding  interest  in  the  general  work  of  the  church  was  such  that 
in  former  years  he  left  his  work  and  attended  many  district  and 
Annual  Conferences  at  his  own  expense.  His  knowledge  of  the 
history  of  the  church  in  this  community  far  exceeded  that  of  any 
other  for  many  years.     He  had  been  the  church  historian. 

Bro.  Johnson  was  blessed  with  remarkable  health  throughout 
his  entire  life.  He  was  never  ill  until  about  nine  months  ago, 
when  he  suffered  a  light  stroke  from  which  he  could  not  recover. 
He  passed  away  quietly  and  quickly  the  forenoon  of  April  8,  at 
the  remarkable  age  of  87  years,  4  months,  15  days. 

In  more  than  eleven  years  of  pastoral  ministry  I  have  found 
Bro.  Johnson  a  sympathetic  and  understanding  brother,  a  dis- 
cerning and  helpful  counselor,  a  dependable  and  loyal  official 
of  the  church,  a  noble  Christian  gentleman. 

As  we  look  through  a  glass  darkly,  it  would  seem  to  us  now 
that  his  passing  is  a  distinct  loss  to  the  church.  Who  will  an- 
swer the  call  of  God  to  take  up  the  work  he  so  nobly  laid  down? 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Fairview  church  near 
Masontown,  in  charge  of  the  pastor,  C.  C.  Sollenberger,  assisted 
by  M.  J.  Brougher  and  his  guest,  D.  I.  Pepple.  Burial  in  the 
church  cemetery. 

Uniontown,  Pa.  C.   C.   Sollenberger. 


William  David  Harris 


William    David    Harris    was    born    Nov.    30,    1853,    in    Granger 


County,  Tennessee, 
ended   at   McClave, 


His  life  of 
Colo.,   Feb. 


87  years,  2  months  and  27  days 
27,  1941.  He  grew  to  manhood 
near  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
in  1875  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Margaret  Brooks.  To 
them  were  born  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Three  sons  and  three  daughters 
survive. 

In  the  year  1880  Bro.  Harris 
and  his  family  moved  to  Mis- 
souri, and  about  twenty  years 
later  to  Kansas.  In  1905  they 
came  to  Colorado,  having  lived 
continuously  in  the  McClave 
community  until  his  death. 

His  first  wife,  the  mother  of 
his  children,  passed  away  in 
April  of  1918.  He  later  married 
Susan  Troxal,  who  died  in  1929. 
Eleven  years  ago  he  married 
Sallie  Greenwood,  who  survives. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
Bro.  Harris  became  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Five  years  later  he  was  called  to 
the  deacon's  office  in  which  he  served  faithfully  until  elected  to 
the  ministry  in  1897.  He  was  ordained  to  the  full  ministry  in 
1909. 

During  all  these  years,  rearing  his  family  amid  frontier  con- 
ditions and  hardships,  the  church  and  her  interests  loomed  large 
for    Bro.    Harris. 

In  Colorado  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  McClave 
church  more  than  thirty  years  ago  and  served  as  elder  and  min- 
ister for  many  years. 

Although  enfeebled  physically,  Bro.  Harris  retained  his  intel- 
lectual faculties  to  the  last  and  was  always  interested  in  the 
church  activities,  both  local  and  general.  Only  a  few  days  before 
his  death  he  gave  his  hearty  approval  and  consent  to  the  Gospel 
Messenger    one-hundred-per-cent    club. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  community  building 
by  Eld.  Roy  E.  Miller  of  Rocky  Ford,  a  long-time  friend  and  as- 
sociate in  the  ministry.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  R.  Bish  and 
the  writer,  his  pastor  for  the  last  four  and  one-half  years.  In- 
terment was  in  the  McClave  cemetery. 
Wiley,  Colo.  O.  E.  Messamer. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Griffin-Grimes.— Edsel  Griffin  and  Violet  Grimes,  both  of  Pay- 
ette, at  the  Glover  home.— E.  J.  Glover,  Payette,  Idaho. 


Meizger-Miller. — In  the  parsonage  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Peru,  Ind.,  Emery  Metzger  and  Ina  Miller  of  Claypool,  Ind., 
by  the  undersigned. — Charles  R.   Oberlin,  Peru,   Ind. 

Mummert-High. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  April  12, 
1941,  Harold  Mummert  of  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  Orpha  Pearl  High 
of  New  Plymouth,  Idaho,  by  the  undersigned. — L.  H.  Eby,  Fruit- 
land,   Idaho. 

Rodabaugh-Hoover. — Paul  Rodabaugh  and  Sarah  Hoover,  both 
of  Weiser,  Idaho. — E.  J.  Glover,  Payette,  Idaho. 

Truex-Houser. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  April  12,  1941,  Lester  Ervin  Truex  and  Edna  Mae  Houser, 
both  of  North  Liberty,  Ind. — Ervin  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Boaz,  Rebecca  Jane,  died  at  her  home  in  Mattawana,  Pa., 
March  13,  1941,  aged  67  years,  4  months  and  8  days.  Death  was 
due  to  pneumonia  following  a  week's  illness.  Surviving  are  six 
sons,  two  daughters  and  eight  grandchildren.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  sixteen  years  ago.  She  was  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Pine  Glen  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of 
years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Mennonite 
church  by  Bro.  Lawrence  Ruble,  assisted  by  Bro.  Milo  Yoder 
of  the  Mennonite  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Hertzler  cemetery, 
Mattawana. — Margaret  L.  Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Cave,  Doley  O.,  was  born  June  15,  1867,  and  died  at  his  home 
near  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  Feb.  26,  1941,  after  a  lingering  illness. 
He  was  married  to  Gertie  Campbell,  who  survives  with  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  one  sister  and  two  brothers.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  young  manhood  and  was 
always  interested  in  the  church.  Virginia  was  his  native  state. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Annville  congregation  for  a  number  of 
years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Hanoverdale 
church  by  Eld.  Walter  Hartman  and  Bro.  Simon  G.  Bucher.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Fannie  K.  Longenecker, 
Lebanon,  Pa. 

Cooley,  Henry,  was  born  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  on  Sept.  13,  1849, 
and  departed  this  life  March  15,  1941.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  he  was  a  young  man.  He  was  the  father 
of  six  children.  For  the  past  fifty-three  years  he  had  resided  in 
Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  convictions,  and  a  strong 
believer  in  the  doctrines  and  message  of  the  church.  Possibly 
his  strongest  conviction  was  that  he  would  live  to  see  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed.— J.  Perry  Prather,  Dayton,   Ohio. 

Dage,  Jacob,  son  of  Jonas  and  Dianah  Dage,  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  24,  1857,  and  died  April  2,  1941.  He 
was  the  oldest  of  seven  children.  His  sisters,  three  in  number, 
preceded  him  in  death.  His  three  brothers  survive.  When  he 
was  sixteen  his  father  died.  At. the  age  of  seventeen  he  moved 
with  his  mother  to  Iowa.  In  1879  he  married  Ella  Liveringhouse. 
To  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter.  There  are 
nine  grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchildren.  He  resided 
in  Iowa  from  1873  to  1885.  At  this  latter  date  he  moved  to 
Juniata,  Nebr.,  and  in  1901  to  Ramey,  Minn.,  where  he  lived 
until  1919.  It  was  here  that  his  wife  died  on  May  1,  1911.  After 
her  death  he  made  his  home  with  his  son.  In  1919  the  family 
moved  to  Hancock,  Minn.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  and  lived  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian life.  He  was  a  staunch  believer  in  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  the  church,  prizing  the  New  Testament  as  the  great 
guide.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren with  Rev.  Edward  Duncan  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the 
Lake  Emily  cemetery. — Mrs.  Gilbert  Dage,  Hancock,  Minn. 

Forshey,  Vine,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Wigner,  was 
born  June  1,  1880,  and  passed  away  Jan.  20,  1941.  Her  husband, 
Mell  Forshey,  preceded  her  in  death  three  years  ago.  On  April 
21,  1929,  both  of  them  became  members  of  the  Springfield  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  church  by 
her  pastor,  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger,  and  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry,  her 
former  pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Fred   Young,   Mogadore,   Ohio. 

Geib,  Amanda  Hunsicker,  aged  78  years,  widow  of  Frank  Geib, 
died  Dec.  29,  1940,  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Elizabethtown.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Annville  church  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
is  survived  by  one  son,  three  daughters  and  a  number  of  grand- 
children. Services  at  the  Kreamers  funeral  home  and  the  Mid- 
way church  were  in  charge  of  Eld.  Walter  Hartman  and  Bro. 
Daniel  Bucklew.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Fannie  K.  Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Ladd,  Charlotte  Ann,  daughter  of  Susanna  and  William  Thom- 
as, was  born  March  18,  1854,  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
Grove  City,  Ohio,  on  April  25,  1941.  She  was  the  oldest  in  a 
family  of  nine,  all  having  preceded  her  in  death  except  one 
brother.  On  Dec.  2,  1880,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Newton 
Ladd,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  28,  1925.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children.  Two  died  in  infancy  and  one  on  Oct.  22,  1936. 
She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  one  brother,  seven  grandchil- 
dren and  five  great-grandchildren.  In  early  life  she  joined  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  May  Hill,  Ohio,  and  remained  faith- 
ful in  the  service  of  the  Lord.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by 
the  undersigned  in  the  Marble  Furnace  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
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Interment  was  in  the  Marble  Furnace  cemetery. — Paul  J.  Wright, 
Peebles,   Ohio. 

Lichty,  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  J.  J.  and  Barbara  Maust  Schrock, 
was  -born  near  Berlin,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the  Presbyterian  hos- 
pital in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  on  April  10,  1941,  at  the  age  of  85  years 
and  21  days.  When  twelve  years  of  age  the  family  moved  to 
Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  where  they  resided  for  one  year.  The 
next  spring  they  moved  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and 
located  on  a  farm.  Here  she  grew  to  young  womanhood  and  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  Lichty  on  March  12,  1876.  He  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  on  Aug.  2,  1922.  After  their  marriage  they 
located  on  a  farm  one  mile  from  the  family  homestead.  This 
was  the  family  home  until  1903,  when  they  built  a  new  home  in 
Waterloo  and  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  farm  life.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  children,  both  surviving.  She  also 
leaves  seven  grandchildren  and  twelve  great-grandchildren. 
About  sixty-five  years  ago  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  lived  a  consecrated  and  devoted  life.  She  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  Sunday  school  and  all  of  the  services  of 
the  church  whenever  her  health  would  permit.  Her  interest 
and  attention  have  been  a  constant  source  of  cheer  and  encour- 
agement. Funeral  services  in  the  Waterloo  City  Church  of  the 
Brethren  were  conducted  by  her  pastor.  Burial  was  in  the 
Orange  cemetery. — Albert  Perry  Blough,  Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Plott,  Joseph  William,  son  of  Harvey  and  Anna  Plott,  was  born 
on  Jan.  16,  1894,  in  Wyandotte  County,  Ohio.  In  1907  he  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Gratiot  County,  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death  on  April  11,  1941.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  an  early  age.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Drushal  on  July  10,  1917.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children, 
one  dying  in  infancy.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  three 
daughters,  his  father,  stepmother  and  a  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  the  undersigned  and  Brethren  Charles 
Spencer  and  Hiram  Peters  at  the  New  Haven  church. — J.  F.  Sher- 
rick,  Carson  City,  Mich. 

Shumaker,  Charlotte  E.,  wife  of  the  late  Ross  Shumaker,  died 
at  the  Kittanning  hospital  April  9,  1941,  in  her  eighty-fifth  year. 
Her  death  was  attributed  to  a  fall  which  resulted  in  a  fractured 
hip  and  arm.  She  was  born  Aug.  20,  1856,  near  Ringgold,  a 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Letitia  Reed  Maurer.  Most  of  her  life 
was  spent  on  the  farm  home  in  Mahoning  Township  where  she 
began  housekeeping  in  1879.  For  the  past  two  winters  she  re- 
sided in  Kittanning  with  her  daughters,  who  faithfully  gave  her 
thoughtful  consideration  and  tender  care.  Surviving  also  are 
two  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  since  early  childhood,  attending  as  long  as  her  health 
permitted.  Her  love  was  expressed  in  service  and  devotion  to 
her  home,  church  and  community.  Her  pleasing  personality  and 
her  wise  counsel  will  be  missed.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted from  the  Oakdale  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  her  former 
pastor,  Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer.  Burial  was  in  the  Distant  cemetery. 
• — Mrs.  Mary  E.  Nelson,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Sollenberger,  Edward,  died  March  26,  1941,  at  his  home  in 
Huntsdale,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  70  years.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Huntsdale  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Mary  Shatto  Sollenberger,  a  daughter,  a  son,  two  stepsons, 
four  brothers,  two  sisters  and  a  stepbrother.  Funeral  services 
at  the  Lutz  funeral  home  in  Carlisle  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Otho  J.  Hassinger.  Interment  was  in  the  Centerville  cemetery.— 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Slremmel,  Andrew  Jackson,  son  of  George  and  Mary  Brod- 
beck  Stremmel,  was  born  March  3,  1861,  in  Jefferson,  Pa.,  and 
died  April  12,  1941.  On  Sept.  19,  1906,  he  married  Anna  Burgard, 
who  preceded  him  in  death  April  29,  1921.  On  June  14,  1922,  he 
married  Mrs.  Nettie  Burgard.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and 
nine  stepchildren,  one  sister  and  one  half  sister.  In  young  man- 
hood he  was  given  a  Bible  which  he  spent  much  time  reading 
while  herding  cattle  on  a  western  ranch.  This  Bible  reading  led 
him  to  think  about  his  Creator,  and  eventually  to  accept  Christ. 
After  coming  to  Fulton  County  he  was  a  faithful  attendant  at 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  baptized  about  1921.  Fu- 
neral services  in  the  Astoria  Church  of  the  Brethren  were  con- 
ducted by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike,  assisted  by  Eld.  C.  A. 
Gruber.  Burial  was  in  the  South  Fulton  cemetery. — Rose 
Wickert,  Astoria,  111. 

Wine,  Jacob  Benjamin,  son  of  John  and  Anna  Miller  Wine, 
was  born  at  Indian  Springs,  Tenn.,  Oct.  9,  1878,  and  died  at  the 
Pomona  Valley  hospital,  April  7,  1941,  as  a  result  of  an  automo- 
bile accident  which  occurred  a  week  previous  to  his  death,  and 
from  which  he  never  regained  consciousness.  Bro.  Wine  came  to 
California  forty-two  years  ago,  and  after  a  year's  residence 
joined  the  army  and  spent  two  years  in  the  Philippines.  He 
married  Susan  E.  Larimer,  Dec.  27,  1903.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1905.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a 
son,  two  brothers  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Brown  and  Waggoner's  mortuary  in  Santa  Ana  by  Bro. 
Roy  Hylton,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Fair- 
haven   cemetery. — A.   O.   Brubaker,    Santa   Ana,   Calif. 

Yoder,  Elmer  Ellsworth,  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Woods 
Yoder,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  Sept.  13,  1864.  He  was 
married  to  Mary  Catherine  Lammedee  in  1892.  Bro.  Yoder  was 
baptized  about  thirty-two  years  ago  immediately  following  the 
baptism  of  his  wife,  having  come  to  his  decision  while  witness- 


ing the  administration  of  this  rite  for  his  companion.  He  was  a 
loyal  and  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  serv- 
ing as  deacon  in  the  Oak  Grove  congregation  for  many  years. 
For  eight  months  he  suffered  from  a  heart  ailment  which  re- 
sulted in  death  on  April  22,  1941.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
two  daughters,  two  sons,  six  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  Oak  Grove  church  by 
the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  Sumption  Prairie  cemetery. — Er- 
vin  Weaver,  North  Liberty,   Ind. 


^^^^    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Inglewood. — Progress  for  the  kingdom  is  seen  in  increased  in- 
terest and  attendance  at  this  place.  Eight  have  been  baptized 
and  five  letters  received  since  Feb.  1.  On  Easter  morning  a 
number  attended  sunrise  services  in  a  near-by  park,  returning 
to  the  church  for  breakfast.  The  church  was  crowded  for  the 
morning  service.  Several  Sunday-school  classes  sang  at  the  close 
of  Sunday  school.  Three  babies  were  consecrated  and  seven  per- 
sons baptized  on  Easter  Day.  On  April  16  the  president  of  our 
district  women's  work,  and  the  four  sisters  heading  the  different 
departments  of  that  work,  gave  a  very  good  program  to  the  la- 
dies of  this  church  after  a  fellowship  hour  and  a  meal.  Bro. 
Earnest  Carl  showed  us  moving  pictures  of  Camp  La  Verne,  which 
we  hope  many  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  during  the  coming 
summer.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Brother  and  Sister 
Ernest  Ikenberry  and  children,  returned  missionaries  from 
China,  with  us  in  two  services  on  April  27.  To  you  who  may  be 
planning  to  make  our  fair  state  your  home,  investigate  the  ad- 
vantages of  Inglewood,  on  the  southwest  edge  of  Los  Angeles. 
Many  airplane  factories  are  giving  employment  to  thousands  lo- 
cated in  the  vicinity.  The  date  of  our  love  feast  is  May  18. — Mrs. 
Walter  A.  Dull,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  April  24. 

Walerford. — Since  our  last  writing  there  has  been  great  activ- 
ity in  all  departments  of  our  work.  Our  series  of  meetings  be- 
gan with  our  homecoming  on  March  30,  our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  H. 
Cameron,  in  charge.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  those  who 
formerly  worshiped  here.  In  the  afternoon  some  of  the  charter 
members  and  others  recounted  the  organization  and  growth  of 
this  church.  On  April  6  there  was  held  an  impressive  consecra- 
tion service  for  eighteen  babies.  On  Easter  afternoon  seven- 
teen were  baptized  and  one  was  reconsecrated.  In  these  addi- 
tions ten  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  our  homes  where  there 
is  one  hundred  per  cent  membership  in  the  family.  Eight  have 
been  received  by  letter  recently.  Our  love  feast  was  held  April 
18.  During  the  meetings  there  were  special  services  for  the 
children  under  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  interest  was  so  great 
that  a  total  attendance  of  1,314  was  registered  for  the  fifteen 
evenings  or  an  average  of  more  than  eighty-seven.  The  girls 
won  the  attendance  by  thirty.  As  a  result  sixty-nine  girls  and 
fifty-nine  boys  met  close  by  the  church  on  April  26  for  a  wiener 
roast,  given  by  the  boys.  Our  Sunday-school  work  is  growing 
steadily  with  Bro.  Chester  Bradshaw  as  our  superintendent. — 
Mollie  Bock,  Waterford,  Calif.,  April  28. 

Colorado 
Glade  Park. — At  the  business  meeting  on  April  6  Bro.  O.  H. 
Feiler  was  re-elected  elder,  Clara  Miracle  director  of  Christian 
education,  and  the  writer  church  clerk.  It  was  agreed  that  we 
join  the  Fruita  and  Grand  Valley  churches  in  the  spring  and  fall 
love  feasts.  The  thirty-one  present  voted  to  make  a  call  for  a 
summer  pastor  and  instructed  the  clerk  to  write  Bro.  John  Wm. 
Detrick  of  McPherson,  whose  two  summers  of  valuable  service 
were  appreciated  by  this  community.  It  was  agreed  to  change 
the  Bible  study  and  preaching  hours  to  the  forenoon  to  give  Bro. 
Feiler  time  for  his  city  church  services.  We  have  a  fine  group 
of  young  people  and  children.  The  future  outlook  is  promising. 
— Mossie  Miracle,  Glade  Park,  Colo.,  March  21. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — In  the  absence  of  Pastor  M.  S.  Frantz,  who  was  at- 
tending a  meeting  of  the  General  Mission  Board  in  Elgin,  our 
church  was  privileged  to  hear  two  good  sermons  from  Bro.  H.  G. 
Shank  of  Portland,  Oregon.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  dur- 
ing the  Easter  season  and  since  our  last  report  six  have  been 
received  by  baptism  and  nine  by  letter.— Stanley  B.  Keim, 
Nampa,   Idaho,  April  20. 

Iowa 
Indian  Creek. — The  church  held  its  regular  council  on  April  6 
with  the  pastor  presiding.  Our  elder,  Bro.  M.  W.  Eikenberry, 
was  present.  We  plan  to  hold  our  spring  love  feast  May  11. 
Our  church  co-operated  with  the  other  churches  in  Maxwell  for 
Holy  Week  services,  the  first  service  being  in  the  church  in  the 
country  house.  At  this  service  there  were  fifty  present,  with 
increasing  attendance  throughout  the  week.  On  Sunday  night 
all  the  churches  attended  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Maxwell, 
where  a  cantata  was  given.  The  young  people  of  Maxwell  held  a 
sunrise  service  in  the  Presbyterian  church  on  Easter  morning.— 
Mrs.  Ralph  W.  Quakenbush,  Maxwell,  Iowa,  April  21. 

Kansas 
Independence. — Nine   of   our   members  attended   the   School   of 
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Christian  Living  held  in  the  Christian  church  from  Jan.  6  to  10. 
On  Jan.  25  Don  Miller  of  Plevna,  Kans.,  and  Evelyn  Amos, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Amos,  were  united  in  marriage  at 
the  church.  The  groom  was  baptized  the  same  day,  which  gave 
him  a  double  blessing.  He  is  a  coach  at  the  high  school  at 
Plevna.  On  Feb.  8  the  men  cut  wood  for  the  church  and  par- 
sonage. On  Feb.  13  the  mothers  and  daughters  gave  a  mission 
program.  A  mission  study  program  is  given  once  a  month  by 
Sister  Birken  at  the  ladies'  aid.  On  March  2  Dr.  Paul  Bowman, 
president  of  Bridgewater  College,  presided  at  a  district  meeting 
called  to  consider  conscientious  objectors,  the  draft  and  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps.  At  a  members'  meeting  on  March  17  it 
was  decided  to  give  a  penny  a  meal  for  relief.  Members  from 
four  of  our  Sunday-school  classes  attended  a  sunrise  worship 
service  on  Easter.  In  the  evening  a  cantata,  Life  Eternal,  was 
given  by  the  women's  chorus.  Fourteen  were  baptized  at  the 
close  of  our  pre-Easter  revival  held  by  Pastor  Leonard  Birkin. 
The  oldest  was  seventy-two,  the  youngest  eight.  One  more  is 
awaiting  baptism.  On  April  16  our  communion  service  was  at- 
tended by  thirty  sisters  and  ten  brethren.  Rain  and  high  waters 
kept  others  from  attending.  Both  church  and  Sunday-school 
attendance  are  increasing  under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Birkin 
and  R.  L.  Daggett,  superintendent.— W.  E.  Burroughs,  Independ- 
ence,  Kans.,   April   18. 

McPherson — Stewardship  and  missions  were  emphasized  at  the 
school  of  missions  held  in  January.  Dr.  D.  W.  Bittinger  and  fam- 
ily, who  came  to  the  college  last  fall,  were  a  great  inspiration  on 
this  occasion.  One  feature  of  the  school  was  a  meal  of  fellow- 
ship and  sacrifice,  consisting  of  mush  and  milk.  At  the  annual 
birthday  dinner  an  offering  of  $112  was  given  to  the  Frank 
Crumpacker  fund.  The  local  church  was  spiritually  enriched 
during  the  regional  conference  held  from  Feb.  23  to  28.  On  this 
occasion  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman  gave  us  information  concerning 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  A  conference  for  teachers 
and  leaders  of  children  in  the  church  school  was  sponsored  by 
the  cabinet  of  children's  work  of  Southwestern  Kansas.  One 
of  the  most  significant  historical  days  for  this  church  was  Feb. 
24.  On  that  day  a  pipe  organ  was  ordered.  The  music  com- 
mittee and  others  were  busy  on  previous  days  soliciting  neces- 
sary funds.  We  pray  that  the  instrument  will  be  entirely  free 
from  debt  on  dedication  day.  The  World  Day  of  Prayer  was 
observed  at  the  Methodist  church,  with  Mrs.  Ellen  Wagoner  of 
Elgin  as  speaker.  On  March  13  the  women's  council  held  a  sil- 
ver tea,  at  which  Mrs.  Dale  Strickler  and  Mrs.  Homer  Kimmel 
reviewed  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China.  A  forward  movement 
campaign  for  attendance  and  evangelism  launched  early  in  Jan- 
uary to  continue  to  Easter  Sunday  resulted  in  a  marked  growth 
in  Sunday  school  and  church  services.  During  the  Lenten  sea- 
son the  pastor  gave  meditations  at  vesper  services  held  at  the 
church  each  Thursday  evening.  The  pastor  conducted  a  class 
for  boys  and  girls  who  were  interested  in  church  membership. 
Seven  were  baptized.  At  a  peace  fellowship  supper  held  on 
March  20  it  was  decided  to  use  the  peace  cups.  On  the  altar 
table  is  a  beautiful  peace  cup,  a  gift  of  the  industrial  arts  de- 
partment of  the  college.  A  number  of  workers  from  our  church 
are  attending  a  community  leadership  training  school  in  session 
at  the  Congregational  church.  Communion  service  was  observed 
on  Good  Friday  evening.  An  Easter  sunrise  service  was  held  at 
the  church.  The  Upper  Room  devotional  booklet  is  used  by  a 
large  number  of  our  members.  A  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet is  being  planned  for  May  1.  At  a  recent  council  the  pastor 
was  asked  to  remain  with  us  for  another  term  of  three  years. 
Pastor  B.  N.  King  and  Eld.  J.  J.  Yoder  are  our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference. — Mrs.  J.  Hugh  Heckman,  McPherson,  Kans., 
April  20. 

Pleasant  View. — In  February  the  men  of  the  church  helped 
with  the  butchering  at  the  Brethren  Home.  We  were  glad  to 
see  the  temperance  picture.  The  Payoff,  which  so  graphically 
portrays  the  good  and  evil  uses  of  alcohol.  On  a  Sunday  night 
we  joined  the  Castleton  community  church  in  a  program  by  the 
men's  quartet  of  McPherson  College.  Quite  a  number  from  our 
group  attended  the  regional  conference  and  a  number  were  at 
the  special  called  district  meeting;  Brethren  V.  W.  Hornbaker 
and  E.  E.  Barnhart  were  delegates  to  the  latter.  All  of  the 
teachers  of  the  children's  classes  attended  the  opening  day  of 
the  regional  conference.  Bro.  Bernard  King  assisted  us  in  get- 
ting started  on  our  Brethren  in  Christian  Service  work.  To  date 
we  have  raised  one  offering  and  two  have  purchased  certificates. 
We  expect  to  present  our  offerings  from  the  cups  next  Sunday. 
The  church  voted  unanimously  to  support  the  general  brother- 
hood effort.  We  are  expecting  that  one  of  our  fine  young  men, 
Bro.  Vincent  Hornbaker,  will  go  to  camp  before  long.  Some  have 
already  gone  to  the  regular  army  camps.  The  pastor  urgently 
requests  that  we  follow  these  with  our  prayers  and  interest.  We 
have  had  two  missionary  meetings  since  our  last  report,  one  un- 
der the  direction  of  Sister  Nellie  Hollinger  and  one  with  the 
Bittingers  as  our  speakers.  We  were  edified  by  the  messages, 
the  pictures  and  personal  presence  of  these  splendid  people. 
An  offering  was  lifted  for  missions  in  the  evening.  Our  com- 
munion on  Saturday  night  before  Easter  was  well  attended. 
A  very  enjoyable  program  was  given  at  the  young  people's 
breakfast  on  Easter  morning,  with  Bro.  Lyle  Albright  of  Mc- 
Pherson as  speaker.  Our  Easter  program  in  the  evening  was 
much  appreciated.  The  women  have  been  busy  quilting  and 
sewing  for  the  Negro  day  nursery  in  Hutchinson.  Our  pastor 
and  family  expect  to  be  leaving  in  the  fall.    We  have  succeeded 


in  placing  the  Messenger  in  every  member's  home  and  arranging 
that  all  subscriptions  will  run  the  same  length  of  time.— Mrs. 
Florence  Barnhart,  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  April  22. 

Verdigris.— After  morning  services  on  March  30  we  had  lunch 
and  the  business  meeting  in  the  afternoon.  Our  elder,  Bro. 
Charles  Miller  of  Garnett,  delivered  the  message  in  the  morning 
and  had  charge  of  the  business  meeting.  The  McPherson  Col- 
lege choir  will  be  with  us  on  May  10.  The  love  feast  will  be 
held  May  17.  We  appreciate  the  pastoral  service  of  Bro.  Wilmer 
Lehman  and  family,  who  are  with  us  now.  He  is  a  brother  to 
the  pastor  we  had  during  the  summer  months.  We  hope  the 
church  may  grow  under  their  leadership.  We  have  decided  to 
have  a  community  meeting  once  a  month  at  our  church  during 
the  summer.— Mrs.  Ella  Garriott,  Madison,  Kans.,  April  21. 

Wichita,  First. — Beginning  the  first  of  the  year,  our  pastor  has 
preached  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  life  of  Christ  and  his  teach- 
ings from  the  Gospel  of  Mark,  leading  up  to  Passion  Week  and 
Easter.  On  April  6,  after  the  evening  service,  ten  persons,  in- 
cluding adults  and  children,  were  baptized.  Two  men  were  re- 
ceived on  reconfession  of  faith,  having  been  baptized  before. 
Our  love  feast  on  April  10  was  enjoyed  by  a  good  representation 
of  our  membership,  including  those  who  had  just  been  received 
in  the  church.  After  the  Easter  sunrise  services  several  classes 
met  for  breakfast.  We  had  a  full  house  for  the  morning  Easter 
service,  and  in  the  evening  the  choir  gave  a  program  of  music. 
Letters  were  granted  to  Eld.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Heckman,  who  go  to 
work  in  the  Lone  Star  congregation.  On  April  12  Alice  Louise 
Sell  and  J.  Tom  Herndon  were  united  in  marriage  in  a  beauti- 
ful ceremony  in  the  church. — Dora  B.  Cripe,  Wichita,  Kans., 
April  19. 

Maryland 

Green  Hill. — At  our  council  on  March  2  we  voted  to  add  to  our 
church  building  in  order  to  have  more  room  for  classes.  Our 
church  was  well  represented  at  the  annual  covered  dish  fel- 
lowship supper  held  in  the  Denton  church.  We  plan  to  have 
our  annual  basket  lunch  on  May  11  with  a  program  honoring 
mothers.  Our  spring  love  feast  will  be  held  May  18.  We  were 
happy  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  N.  J.  Miller  on  April  20 
in  an  exchange  of  ministers.  He  preached  the  first  sermon  in  this 
church  in  1916  with  twenty-eight  charter  members.  We  are 
sorry  to  report  that  Brother  and  Sister  Ira  Eby  are  on  the  sick 
list.  Our  church  received  its  first  offering  for  the  camps  for 
conscientious  objectors.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  Sunday  school  are 
making  progress.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  completed  the  making  of 
bookracks  under  the  benches,  which  service  we  appreciate. — 
Fannie  P.   Johnson,   Westover,  Md.,   April  22. 

Grossnickle. — At  our  spring  council  held  on  April  6  Brethren 
Basil  Grossnickle  and  Harry  Harshman  were  elected  delegates  to 
district  meeting;  Bro.  C.  M.  Frushour  was  re-elected  elder;  Bro. 

C.  F.  Holsopple  will  represent  our  church  at  Annual  Conference. 
The  love  feast  will  be  held  May  24,  preceded  by  a  two  weeks' 
revival  service  conducted  by  Brethren  C.  F.  Holsopple  and  I.  R. 
Stottlemyer.  A  committee  from  the  young  people's  department 
will  make  arrangements  for  the  rendering  of  special  music  each 
night.  The  offering  to  support  the  camps  for  conscientious  ob- 
jectors was  encouraging.  The  Easter  pageant.  Blessed  Are  They, 
was  well  done. — G.  Pauline  De  Lauter,  Smithsburg,  Md.,  April  21. 

Meadow  Branch. — About  250  communed  at  the  semiannual  love 
feast  on  April  10.  Bro.  W.  Grant  Group,  elder-in-charge  of  the 
Marsh  Creek  and  Gettysburg  congregation,  officiated.  Other 
ministers  assisting  were  Brethren   W.   A.   Keeny   of  Gettysburg, 

D.  E.  Englar  of  New  Windsor,  and  C.  Oren  Garner  of  the  Pipe 
Creek  congregation.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Brethren 
Arthur  Naill,  Herbert  J.  Petry  and  J.  W.  Thomas.  The  delegates 
to  Annual  Meeting  are  Elder  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Roap.  The 
Elizabethtown  chorus  of  thirty-five  well-trained  voices  rendered 
one  of  their  best  programs  to  a  full  house  on  March  30.  They 
were  entertained  by  the  church  with  a  dinner  served  in  the 
Social  Hall  of  Roop's  Lookabout  camp.  On  Easter  morning 
Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  gave  one  of  her  edifying  and  inspiring 
missionary  addresses,  illustrated  with  the  things  used  in  the 
everyday  life  of  the  Indian  people  and  in  their  worship  of  the 
many  gods  of  India.  An  offering  of  $47.50  was  lifted  for  her  India 
work.  The  young  people  of  the  congregation  gave  a  pageant. 
The  Dawning  Light,  in  the  evening  of  Easter  Day.  One  of  our 
young  members  of  this  congregation,  Sister  Rachael  Garner, 
will  give  a  talk  in  our  Westminster  church  on  April  20,  on  her 
experiences  in  camp  life  as  she  saw  it  in  California  and  in  the 
East. — Wm.  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md.,  April  18. 

Pleasant  View. — We  met  in  council  April  6.  Olive  Eckard  and 
Mary  Bowlus  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  to 
be  held  in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  The  finance  board  reported  that 
our  apportionment  of  $250  for  the  peace  program  has  been  met 
in  full.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meet- 
ing sometime  during  the  summer,  Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple  to  be  the 
evangelist.  A  call  came  from  the  deacon  body  to  elect  two  dea- 
cons. Consequently  Brethren  Arthur  Guyton  and  Thomas 
Arnold  were  elected.  Bro.  John  Bowlus  was  re-elected  elder. 
The  date  of  our  love  feast  is  May  4.  Our  attendance  at  church 
service  and  at  Sunday  school  has  been  very  good  although  there 
has  been  much  sickness  during  the  winter.  The  women's  work 
has  been  progressing.  Several  boxes  of  clothing  for  the  needy 
in  Europe  have  been  packed  and  sent.  At  the  request  of  Sister 
Mary  Petre  we  purchased  several  bolts  of  cloth  and  in  a  day's 
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meeting  made  it  up  into  garments  for  babies  in  the  hospital  in 
Africa.  Each  month  our  missionary  director  appoints  someone 
to  write  to  Brother  and  Sister  Petre.  (This  is  Sister  Petre's 
home  church.)  We  have  received  frequent  letters  of  interest 
telling  of  their  program  on  the  field  and  of  their  home  life  in 
Africa.  Because  of  the  illness  of  its  adult  adviser,  Sister  Ruth 
Ausherman,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  not  been  functioning  regularly. 
Sister  Ausherman  is  in  a  hospital  in  Brunswick. — Mrs.  J.  S.  Bow- 
lus,  Jefferson,  Md.,  April  24. 

Minnesota 

Lewiston. — Our  business  meeting  held  on  March  27  was  not 
largely  attended  because  of  bad  roads.  Bro.  W.  O.  Tannreuther 
of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  was  with  us  at  this  meeting.  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  H.  Mathis  will  continue  their  work  here  another 
year  under  the  same  arrangements  as  the  past  few  years.  The 
church  voted  to  accept  the  service  of  a  student  minister  for  the 
summer  if  the  peace  program  continues  to  demand  so  much  of 
the  pastor's  time.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  vacation  Bible  school 
this  summer,  the  Sunday-school  board  bearing  the  responsibility 
of  carrying  through  this  project.  We  held  a  special  meeting  on 
April  10,  and  our  communion  on  April  11.  Nearly  all  the  mem- 
bers were  at  the  communion.  A  special  program  was  given  on 
Easter  Sunday  evening.  The  Gospel  Messenger  is  coming  to 
every  home  in  our  congregation  this  year.  Our  attendance  at 
Sunday  school  and  church  services  is  increasing  since  spring  has 
come. — Ruth  Eddy,  Stockton,  Minn.,  April  22. 

Worthinglon. — We  enjoyed  an  inspiring  Easter  message  in  the 
presentation  of  a  cantata,  Life  Eternal,  given  by  a  mixed  chorus 
directed  by  Albert  Shade.  Pastor  Joshua  Schechter  assisted  in 
the  union  Good  Friday  services,  and  some  of  the  young  people 
took  part  in  the  sunrise  services  of  the  young  people's  federa- 
tion. On  the  following  evening  Bro.  Schechter  had  charge  of 
the  services  at  the  Southwestern  Minnesota  Sanitorium.  He 
was  assisted  by  the  men's  chorus  of  Worthington.  On  April  15 
two  were  received  by  baptism.  A  Mother's  Day  program  will  be 
given  by  the  children's  department  and  a  group  of  intermediate 
girls  on  the  morning  of  May  11.  June  8  is  the  date  of  our  com- 
munion service. — Mrs.  Henry  Hauenstein,  Reading,  Minn., 
April  19. 

Missouri 
Kansas  Clly. — The  men's  work  has  placed  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger in  every  member's  home  in  addition  to  a  few  nonmembers' 
homes.  On  the  evening  of  March  9  the  young  people  sponsored 
the  coming  of  Rev.  George  K.  Vaughan  of  the  Allied  Youth,  In- 
corporated, with  his  educational  motion  pictures  on  the  effects 
of  liquor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  Rhoades  and  children  recently 
moved  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  Mr.  Rhoades  has  taken  up 
work.  We  regret  losing  them  but  are  happy  for  his  success. 
The  women's  work  sponsored  the  annual  McPherson  College 
benefit  dinner  on  March  21.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  I.  V.  Enos,  has  des- 
ignated the  last  Sunday  in  each  month  for  collecting  our  funds 
for  the  Brethren  Service  camps.  On  Easter  Sunday  the  choir,  at- 
tired in  new  robes,  presented  several  numbers.  The  young  peo- 
ple of  the  district  will  hold  their  rally  in  Kansas  City  en  April  27. 
— Mrs.  Hattie  Easterla,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  April  22. 

Montana 

Proctor. — On  March  16  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker  stopped  at  Dayton  to 
give  a  short  talk  and  then  came  on  to  Proctor  and  preached  to 
about  seventy-five  persons.  There  are  only  sixteen  members 
here.  After  services  a  basket  dinner  was  served  at  the  school- 
house.  On  April  7,  8  Bro.  Becker  preached  two  pre-Easter  ser- 
mons at  Proctor,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  ninth  he  spoke  in  the 
Dayton  church.  Sister  Becker's  contribution  in  music  and  story 
to  the  children  was  much  appreciated.  Again  on  April  20  Bro. 
Becker  and  also  Bro.  Fields  were  with  us.  On  April  27  the  Day- 
ton Sunday  school  came  to  visit  and  worship  with  the  Proctor 
Sunday  school.  As  a  further  effort  in  closer  fellowship  among 
our  churches,  Whitefish  plans  to  visit  the  Proctor  church  some- 
time during  the  summer. — Mrs.  Levi  Learn,  Proctor,  Mont., 
April   28. 

Whitefish. — Our  services  are  well  attended.  We  enjoyed  a 
beautiful  candlelight  communion  service  on  April  10,  and  on 
Easter  morning  there  was  a  dedication  service  for  babies.  Union 
services  were  held  on  Monday  at  the  Holiness  Methodist  church, 
on  Tuesday  at  the  Lutheran  church,  on  Wednesday  at  the  Naza- 
rene  church,  and  on  Friday  at  the  Presbyterian  church.  There 
have  been  two  letters  granted  since  our  last  report.  Because  of 
illness  some  of  our  members  were  unable  to  attend  our  com- 
munion  service.— Lewis  Fry,  Whitefish,   Mont.,  April   16. 

Nebraska 
Enders. — On  April  11  a  number  from  the  Afton  church  made 
the  two-hundred-mile  drive  to  share  in  the  communion  service 
held  here.  On  Easter  evening  a  choir  of  twenty  voices  sang  the 
cantata,  Victorious  King.  One  of  the  goals  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
has  been  to  broaden  acquaintance  and  fellowship  with  other 
groups  of  young  people  of  the  various  denominations.  For  the 
past  two  years  the  Enders  group  has  given  its  programs  in  the 
neighboring  churches  and  has  driven  several  hundred  miles  on 
various  occasions  to  our  Brethren  churches.  The  invitation  has 
been  extended  to  surrounding  communities  to  exchange  their 
worth-while  activities  with  us.     During  this  Easter   season  the 


fine  response  we  have  had  has  been  gratifying.  On  April  20 
the  Methodist  choir  from  Imperial  gave  us  their  Easter  cantata. 
On  April  21  the  Union  church  of  Hamlet  sang  their  cantata,  and 
on  April  27  the  Methodist  choir  from  Wauneta  presented  a  can- 
tata. These  three  towns  are  from  ten  to  twenty  miles  east  and 
west  of  Enders.  The  wholesome  spirit  dominating  these  gather- 
ings makes  the  future  seem  brighter. — Vesta  Wine,  Imperial, 
Nebr.,   April  29. 

North  Dakota 
Minot. — We  have  been  doing  some  housecleaning,  both  within 
and  without  the  church  building.  The  aid  society  financed  the 
plastering  and  inside  painting  and  a  new  carpet  for  the  pulpit 
platform.  The  church  is  financing  the  shingling  and  other  out- 
side improvements.  Our  attendance  was  very  good  throughout 
the  winter.  At  Easter  the  sisters  gave  an  impressive  play  en- 
titled The  Challenge  of  the  Cross.  Our  Christian  Workers'  serv- 
ice is  conducted  by  the  several  divisions  of  the  Sunday  school 
and  church,  the  men  and  women,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  inter- 
mediate girls  taking  their  turns.  We  are  well  pleased  with  the 
results. — Mrs.  Charles  A.   Zook,  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  April  28. 

Ohio 

Black  Swamp. — Church  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected  at  the  quarterly  council  meeting  held  on  March  13.  Bro. 
Wilbur  Bantz  was  elected  elder;  Brother  and  Sister  George 
Garner,  delegates  to  district  meeting;  Sister  Olah  Johnson,  Mes- 
senger correspondent.  Mrs.  Hazel  Weise,  a  former  member  of 
this  church,  was  granted  her  church  letter  to  the  Delta  church, 
where  she  now  resides.  Many  attended  the  district  meeting  in 
the  Fostoria  church,  at  which  place  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  gave 
very  interesting  and  instructive  addresses.  On  March  30  the  five 
student  volunteers  from  Manchester  College  presented  a  very 
impressive  play  entitled  The  Terrible  Meek.  Our  regular  spring 
love  feast,  was  held  on  April  10.  Our  Good  Friday  services  this 
year  were  held  in  the  Millbury  Evangelical  church.  Several 
singers  from  our  church  participated  in  a  choir  composed  of 
voices  from  all  churches  in  the  township.  The  young  people 
from  our  church  gave  an  Easter  play  on  April  13.  The  story  of 
Mary  and  Martha  in  a  Bethany  home  was  well  dramatized  under 
the  direction  of  Sister  Aldah  Kurfis.  The  evangelistic  commit- 
tee reports  that  our  revival  meetings  this  fall  will  be  held  by 
Bro.  John  Good. — Mrs.  Harold  Johnson,  Millbury,  Ohio,  April  17. 

East  Dayton. — During  the  absence  of  our  pastor  on  Jan.  26  Bro. 
Wm.  Hollinger  explained  what  the  Civilian  Service  camps  mean 
to  our  conscientious  objectors  and  to  the  churches.  We  unani- 
mously decided  to  support  these  camps  by  sending  in  our  first 
quota  for  the  same.  The  evening  services  were  in  charge  of  the 
women's  work  committee,  each  worker  giving  a  talk  on  her 
work.  The  mite  box  offering  netted  $98.64.  The  Dorcas  society 
is  holding  all-day  weekly  meetings,  and  along  with  its  usual 
work  is  collecting  clothing  for  relief.  On  Feb.  2  Bro.  Henry 
Barnhart  brought  us  a  much-appreciated  message.  On  March  9: 
three  were  received  into  the  church  by  letter.  On  March  16  the 
Service  Committee  held  a  mass  meeting  for  the  neighboring 
churches  at  our  church  with  the  district  secretary,  Bro.  E.  R. 
Fisher,  as  speaker.  During  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert's  absence  in; 
meetings  at  Eaton,  Ohio,  the  messages  were  brought  by  Brethren 
Wm.  Hollinger,  Henry  Barnhart  and  Lon  Karns.  On  the  evening 
of  March  23  a  play,  The  Eternal  Hills,  was  given  by  the  young 
people  of  the  West  Milton  church  to  a  very  appreciative  audi- 
ence. Our  pre-Easter  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  O.' 
Winger,  whose  messages  were  a  challenge  to  go  onward  and; 
upward.  Three  were  received  by  baptism  on  April  14.  Under; 
the  leadership  of  Bro.  Winger  our  young  people  held  an  Easter  ■ 
dawn  service  at  the  Wright  Memorial  park.  Our  love  feast  was; 
held  April  19.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Sarah  Jones,; 
William  Hollinger,  William  Miller  and  Jesse  Martin.  An  Easter 
message  in  song  was  given  by  the  young  people's  chorus  on, 
the  evening  of  April  20. — Nettie  L.  Siefer,  Dayton,  Ohio,  April  21. i 

Gratis. — At  the  close  of  the  pre-Easter  services,  conducted  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Henry  Mankey,  six  new  members  were  received 
by  baptism.  On  Easter  evening  a  play  was  presented,  Children, 
of  Galilee,  with  Bro.  Russell  Miller  director.  Delegates  to  the. 
Southern  Ohio  district  meeting  are  David  Kalter  and  Azel  Bru-j 
baker.  Our  Civilian  Public  Service  committee  is  being  super- 1 
vised  by  Bro.  Azel  Brubaker  and  Bro.  Cyrus  Kiracofe.  We; 
have  an  average  attendance  of  one  hundred  at  Sunday  school. 
On  April  27  the  ministers  of  Southern  Ohio  exchanged  pulpits. 
Bro.  John  Root  of  the  Eversole  church  gave  us  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage.— David  Kalter,   Camden,   Ohio,  April  28.  j 

Maple  Avenue,  Canton. — Our  pre-Easter  services  were  well  at- ! 
tended.  We  appreciated  the  helpful  and  inspiring  messages  giv-. 
en  by  various  ministers.  At  the  morning  services  on  Easter  Day  ■ 
a  class  of  seven  girls  was  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and ; 
two  mothers  had  their  babies  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  In  the' 
evening  we  held  our  communion  service  with  Eld.  M.  M.  Taylor  ' 
assisting  our  pastor,  Bro.  Dwight  B.  Horner.  On  March  11  our; 
church  group  was  saddened  by  the  passing  of  Sister  Mary  Priest  J 
The  newly-painted  walls  greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  the  • 
interior  of  our  church. — Mrs.  Cathrine  Paulus,  East  Sparta,  Ohio,; 
April  18. 

Middle  District. — At  our  quarterly  business  meeting  on  March. 
8  delegates  were  chosen  for  district  meeting  and  a  decision  j 
was  made  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.     The  date 
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of  our  love  feast  is  May  24.  This  year  the  service  will  be  held 
in  the  basement,  which  has  been  newly  decorated.  We  enjoyed 
a  few  evenings  of  pre-Easter  services,  and  a  sunrise  service.  Be- 
cause of  epidemics  of  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  our  Easter  pro- 
gram was  given  on  Easter  morning.  We  are  planning  for  a  fel- 
lowship supper  to  be  given  April  24  and  a  program  to  follow. 
Our  attendance  has  not  been  very  encouraging  this  winter.  Sev- 
eral families  have  moved  away,  and  we  have  had  much  sickness. 
—Ethel  Coppock,   Tipp   City,   Ohio,  April  21. 

Mohican. — We  met  in  council  on  April  16.  The  date  of  our 
love  feast  is  May  4.  Our  attendance  has  been  commendable 
under  the  able  leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  D.  E.  Sower,  and 
Sunday-school  superintendents,  Mrs.  Ray  Gortner  and  Dan  Horst. 
The  young  people  gave  an  inspiring  program  on  Easter  Sunday 
evening  to  an  appreciative  audience.  The  offering  received  on 
this  occasion  will  be  applied  to  their  apportionment  for  Camp 
Zion. — Mrs.  Avery  Morris,  West  Salem,  Ohio,  April  23. 

Olivet.— Bro.  Ora  DeLauter  and  Bro.  C.  F.  Helser  attended  the 
called  district  meeting  of  Northeastern  Ohio,  which  was  held  in 
the  Wooster  church  in  January.  On  Jan.  26  they  reported  to  the 
congregation  the  discussion  and  action  which  had  taken  place 
at  this  meeting  concerning  church  camps  for  boys  of  draft  age 
who  are  conscientious  objectors.  On  Feb.  2  the  gospel  team  of 
northern  Perry  County,  of  which  three  of  our  young  people  are 
members,  conducted  the  evening  services  at  the  Methodist 
church  in  Somerset,  Ohio.  The  Olivet  dramatic  team  presented 
the  one-act  play,  The  House  on  the  Sand,  before  the  local  con- 
gregation on  Feb.  9.  They  participated  in  the  county  drama  con- 
test on  Feb.  16.  and  in  the  district  contest  held  at  Circleville 
on  March  9.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held  every  Wednes- 
day during  Lent  with  special  meetings  the  week  immediately 
preceding  Easter.  The  average  attendance  for  the  quarter  was 
eighty-seven.  Our  ladies'  aid  held  three  all-day  meetings  with 
an  average  attendance  of  eighteen.  Several  of  our  boys  are 
being  called  to  camp.  June  1  has  been  set  as  the  date  for  our 
love  feast. — Mrs.  Floyd  De  Rolph,  Thornville,  Ohio,  April  22. 

Ross. — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  March  29,  with 
Eld.  A.  P.  Musselman  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  in  charge,  we  decided 
to  have  a  revival  meeting  from  Oct.  5  to  19,  with  communion  on 
Oct.  20.  The  service  will  be  in  charge  of  Sister  Edna  Etter  of 
Ottawa,  Ohio.  We  are  planning  an  all-day  harvest  meeting 
Sept.  7,  with  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester  as  speaker. 
Our  Sunday-school  picnic  will  be  held  July  20,  and  children's 
day  June  15. — Minnie  Aufderhar,  Mendon,  Ohio,  April  21. 

West  Charleston. — Since  our  last  report  Bro.  Walter  Hawke  of 
New  Carlisle  showed  religious  pictures  at  our  church.  One  of 
our  faithful  trustees,  William  Miller,  has  passed  away.  At  our 
last    council   meeting    Sisters   Deda    Senseman    and   Anna   Miller 


were  chosen  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  New 
Carlisle  May  3.  The  mothers  and  daughters  gave  a  supper  and 
bazaar  from  which  $71  was  cleared.  They  have  pledged  $60  a 
year  toward  our  pastor's  support.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  V.  Cop- 
pock, conducted  pre-Easter  services,  closing  with  our  communion 
on  Thursday  night.  Two  juniors  (twins)  came  forward  one 
evening  to  accept  Christ.  Bro.  J.  C.  Flora  preached  for  us 
March  30,  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery,  April  6,  and  Bro.  William  Hollinger, 
April  20.  Our  young  women  have  given  us  some  beautiful  songs 
recently.  Our  church  seems  to  have  taken  on  new  life. — Mrs. 
Martha  West  Wray,  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  April  23. 

Pennsylvania 
Berkey,  Shade  Creek. — During  the  winter  months  fourteen  of 
our  young  people  took  leadership  training  courses  given  in  the 
Windber  Presbyterian  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  John  Graham, 
taught  one  of  the  classes.  Bro.  C.  C.  Weaver  and  wife,  who 
spent  part  of  the  winter  in  Sebring,  Fla.,  are  home  again.  Our 
women  have  been  meeting  every  two  weeks  for  a  day  of  quilting. 
On  the  evening  of  March  30  the  Berwind  male  chorus  of  Wind- 
ber rendered  a  fine  program  in  our  church.  Plans  are  under 
way  to  refinish  our  kitchen  and  use  it  as  an  aid  room.  Easter 
was  observed  by  a  sunrise  service  sponsored  by  the  churches 
of  Circuit  No.  1  of  Western  Maryland.  Bro.  Newton  Cosner  was 
the  speaker  at  this  impressive  service.  Following  the  Sunday- 
school  hour  the  young  people  rendered  a  pageant  entitled  Eas- 
ter Sunrise.  In  the  evening  members  of  the  Friendship  Bible 
class  gave  the  play.  Blessed  Are  They,  to  a  large  audience.  Our 
communion  services  will  be  held  May  4.  At  a  recent  council 
meeting  the  trustees  recommended  some  improvements  at  the 
parsonage. — Mrs.   John   F.   Graham,   Windber,  Pa.,   April   21. 

Ephrata. — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  March  11  Eld. 
A.  P.  Wenger  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  18.  The  church  voted  to  license  Bro. 
Donald  Martin  to  the  ministry.  Elders  H.  F.  King  and  N.  K. 
Musser,  members  of  the  district  ministerial  board,  had  charge  of 
the  installation  service  of  Brother  and  Sister  Martin.  On  Feb.  23 
the  a  cappella  choir  of  Elizabethtown  College  rendered  a  splen- 
did program.  On  March  16  Bro.  Ellis  Studebaker  of  Bethany 
Hospital,  Chicago,  gave  us  an  inspiring  message.  Pre-Easter 
services  were  held  from  April  9  to  11.  On  Good  Friday  a  union 
three-hour  devotional  service  was  held  in  the  Bethany  Evangel- 
ical and  Reformed  church.  On  Easter  Sunday  the  children's 
department  gave  a  program  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening 
we  enjoyed  an  illustrated  Easter  service,  accompanied  by  the 
choir.  Since  our  last  report  four  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism,  and  seven  by  letter,  and  four  letters  have 
been  granted. — Mabel  M.  Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa.,  April  21. 


Conference  Offering  for  Missions  and  Church  Service 
(Conference  Budget) 

Blank  for  Sending  Money 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find  dollars.  Unless  desig- 
nated on  the  blank  line  this  money  is  to  be  used  for  the 
agencies  included  in  the  Conference  Budget. 


Please  place  this  money  to  the  credit  of 


Individual 


Class 


Sunday  School      Name  of  sender 


Congregation      Street  Address  or  R.  D. 


District      Post  Office   State. 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,    111. 

Please  state  what  congregation  and  district  should  have 
credit  for  this.  Full  name  and  address  should  be  given  to 
insure  a  prompt  return  of  receipt. 


Date 
193.. 

Amount  Enclosed 
$   
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Heidelberg. — At  two  services  on  Feb.  23  Heidelberg  united 
with  Richland  and  Myerstown  at  the  latter  place  in  a  combined 
missionary  meeting.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  returned  missionary 
from  China,  was  the  speaker.  At  our  council  meeting  on  March 
8  we  decided  to  offer  Heidelberg  as  a  place  for  the  ministerial 
meeting  next  fall,  and  the  invitation  was  accepted.  Bro.  Ralph 
Heisey  ministered  to  us  in  our  morning  service  of  March  16. 
He  grew  up  in  our  church,  but  his  vocation  took  him  elsewhere. 
He  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the  Springville  church,  where 
he  now  serves.  A  regional  peace  institute  was  conducted  at 
Heidelberg  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  March  30.  Bro. 
Henry  Bucher  and  Bro.  Roy  Forney  were  the  speakers  of  the 
afternoon,  and  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher  and  Bro.  James  Moore  brought 
the  messages  of  the  evening.  The  speakers  provoked  our  think- 
ing and  challenged  the  best  in  us.  On  April  5  and  6  Bro.  Ralph 
Schlosser  was  with  us  in  a  Bible  institute.  Every  session  proved 
to  be  very  interesting.  On  Easter  morning  the  children  gave  a 
program.  Bro.  Howard  Merkey  of  the  East  Fairview  congrega- 
tion gave  a  most  interesting  Easter  message.  Since  the  new  year 
ten    members    were    received    by    letter    and    eight    letters   were 

Litilz. — Eld.  Rufus  Bucher  of  Quarry ville  conducted  a  series  of 
meetings  in  our  church  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  beginning 
Feb.  9.  Bro.  Bucher's  sermons  were  very  inspirational  and  were 
delivered  to  large  and  attentive  congregations,  and  the  quartets 
and  choruses  from  adjoining  congregations  were  appreciated. 
Twenty  were  received  into  church  membership  by  baptism,  Eld. 
James  M.  Moore  administering  the  rite.  The  morning  service 
on  March  9  was  given  to  the  dedication  of  the  church  parsonage. 
[See  picture  on  the  cover  page  of  this  Messenger.]  Bro.  A.  C. 
Baugher  of  Elizabethtown  preached  the  sermon  and  the  dedi- 
catory prayer  was  offered  by  our  pastor.  A  brief  report  of  the 
building  and  the  finance  committees  was  given  by  Bro.  John  G. 
Hershey.  Brother  and  Sister  Moore  moved  into  the  parsonage 
the  next  day.  Flowers  for  the  church  are  being  furnished  by 
various  Sunday-school  classes — each  class  supplying  them  for  a 
month  at  a  time.  Our  church  met  in  council  on  March  12.  Our 
delegate  to  Annual  Meeting  is  Bro.  J.  M.  Moore.  The  love  feast 
was  held  on  Good  Friday  evening.  Our  Easter  program  was 
rendered  in  the  church  on  April  12.  The  vacation  Bible  school 
committee,  Sister  Mayno  Hershey,  Sister  Grace  Miller  and  Bro. 
Samuel  Longenecker,  has  set  the  last  week  in  July  and  the  first 
week  in  August  as  the  time  for  this  year's  Bible  school,  and  has 
asked  Bro.  Longenecker  to  have  charge  of  same.  The  next 
Sunday-school  workers'  meeting  will  be  held  on  May  15.  Sister 
Laura  Hershey  was  recently  appointed  in  charge  of  the  temper- 
ance work.  The  Spurlock  quartet  of  colored  singers  from  Phil- 
adelphia gave  a  very  pleasing  program  in  our  church  on  April 
27. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa.,  April  28. 


granted.  One  member  was  received  by  baptism. — Candace 
Royer,  Myerstown,  Pa.,  April  23. 

Huntsdale. — From  April  4  to  6  a  Bible  institute  conducted  by 
Bro.  Forrest  L.  Weller  of  Elizabethtown  College  and  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Kinsey  of  New  Windsor,  Md.,  proved  to  be  very  instructive. 
Special  music  was  furnished  by  the  men's  quartet  of  York,  and 
the  ladies'  chorus  of  Carlisle.  On  the  evening  of  April  13  the 
Sunday  school  presented  a  drama,  The  Way  of  the  Cross.  We 
united  with  the  Dickinson  Presbyterian  church  for  pre-Easter 
services.  At  our  recent  council  meeting  we  elected  Bro.  Otho 
J.  Hassinger  pastor  for  a  period  of  two  years  beginning  Sept.  1. 
We  also  elected  three  deacons:  Brethren  Ralph  Clopper,  Ralph 
Sheaffer  and  Clifford  Myers.  We  decided  to  have  a  mother  and 
daughter  meeting. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  April  25. 

Maple  Grove. — We  have  been  blessed  with  fine  spiritual  mes- 
sages from  our  minister,  Bro.  P.  C.  Strayer,  and  Bro.  Brumbaugh 
of  Conemaugh,  who  filled  the  pulpit  during  Bro.  Strayer's  ab- 
sence. A  number  of  new  members  were  added  to  our  Sunday 
school  during  the  winter.  A  program  of  musical  and  literary 
numbers  was  given  by  the  Sunday  school  on  Easter  evening. 
Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  on  Thursday  before  Easter.  The 
ladies'  aid  is  working  on  several  projects  led  by  their  new  pres- 
ident, Mrs.  H.  Stutsman.  We  were  happy  to  welcome  a  group  of 
student  volunteers  from  Juniata  College  in  a  worship  program  in 
April.  Our  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  secretary  reports 
that  the  members  are  united  and  responding  splendidly  to  the 
project.  On  April  27  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  brought  us  an  in- 
spiring message.  Although  she  has  retired  from  active  work  in 
India,  she  will  carry  the  torch  for  India  through  her  messages. 
The  Sunday-school  groups  expect  to  present  a  program  on  Moth- 
er's Day.  We  have  in  our  congregation  a  mother,  Mrs.  Caroline 
Knavel,  who  became  ninety-five  years  old  last  January.  She  is 
enjoying  fairly  good  health,  has  a  brilliant  mind  and  is  well 
acquainted  with  her  Bible. — Florence  Kelley,  Fulton,  Pa., 
April  28. 

Maple  Spring. — We  met  in  council  on  April  3  with  Eld.  W.  K. 
Kulp  presiding.  The  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  various  com- 
mittees were  encouraging  evidence  of  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  kingdom.  Lee  Weaver  and  Calvin  Bowman  recently  brought 
very  helpful  messages  to  our  young  people.  The  young  people, 
under  the  leadership  of  Gerald  Yoder,  continue  to  make  a  real 
contribution  to  the  program  of  the  church.  The  Easter  season 
was  appropriately  observed  with  special  services  conducted  by 
Pastor  J.  M.  Geary.  The  children  of  the  three  departments  pre- 
sented a  program  on  Easter  Sunday  morning.  We  recently  en- 
joyed enlightening  and  inspirational  messages  from  Sister  Eliza 
B.  Miller,  returned  missionary  from  India.  Our  church  will  hold 
a  week  of  pre-communion  services  from  May  11  to  18.     We  will 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 


LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

4  pm,   Inglewood. 
4    pm,    Los    Angeles, 


May  18, 
May    18, 

First. 

Florida 
May  25,  Arcadia. 

Idaho 
May    17,    Clearwater. 

Illinois 
May  17,  La  Motte  Prairie. 
May    18,    Oak   Grove. 
May  18,  7  pm,  Sterling. 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 
June  1,  7:30  pm.  Yellow  Creek. 


Indiana 

7:30      pm, 


English 


7:30    pm,   Upper   Fall 


May      17 
Prairie 

May    17, 
Creek. 

May    17,    7:30    pm,    West   Man- 
chester. 

May   18,  6:30  pm,   Rossville. 

May  18,  7:30  pm,  Blue  River. 

May    24,    Bethany. 

May   24,   New    Salem. 

May  24,  North  Webster. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Burnettsville. 

May  24,   7:30  pm,   Middletown. 

May    25,    White. 

May     31,     7:30     pm,     Kilbuck 
church,   Antioch. 


May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 
May   31,   7:30   pm,   Pipe   Creek. 
June  4,  8  pm,  Baugo. 
June   7,   7   pm,   Michigan   City. 
June  11,  8  pm,  Wakarusa. 
June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

May  17,  Des  Moines  Valley. 

May  24,  Fernald. 

June   1,   Brooklyn. 

June  1,  7  pm,  Union  Ridge. 

June  5,   7:30  pm,  Prairie   City. 

Kansas 

May  17,  Virdigris. 

May  18,  Washington  Creek. 


Maryland 

May   17 

Bush   Creek. 

May    17 

1:30    pm,    Broadford- 

ing. 

May  17, 

4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

May   18 

6   pm,   Westminster. 

May  18, 

6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam 

May  18, 

7  pm,  Green  Hill. 

May  24, 

Grossnickle. 

May  24, 

6  pm,  Stone  Bridge. 

May  25, 

Ridgely. 

June  7, 

4  pm,  Long  Green  Val- 

ley. 

Michigan 

June  7, 

10  am,  New  Haven. 

Minnesota 

June  8, 

Worthington. 

Nebraska 

May  25, 

Bethel. 

Ohio 

May  24,  7  pm.  East  Nimishillen. 
May  24,   7:30  pm,  Bear  Creek. 
May  24,   7:30   pm.   Middle   Dis- 
trict. 


May  25,  7  pm,  Oakland. 
May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 
June  1,  Olivet. 
June    8,    Pleasant    Center. 
June    8,    7:45    pm,    West    Alex- 
andria. 

Pennsylvania 

May  17,  1:30  pm.  Back  Creek 
church,    Brandt. 

May  17,  1:30  pm,  Conestoga, 
Bareville. 

May  17,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 

May  17,  18,  Bachmanville. 

May  17,  18,  Salunga. 

May  17,  18,  10  am,  Big  Swatara, 
Hanoverdale. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
berg. 

May  17,  18,  1:30  pm,  Upper 
Conewago,   Mummerts. 

May   18,   Carson   Valley. 

May  18,  Ephrata. 

May  18,  Koontz. 

May  18,  New  Fairview. 

May  18,  2  pm,  Maiden  Creek. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Mechanics- 
burg. 

May  18,  4  pm,  Harrisburg. 

May  18,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 

May   18,  7  pm,  Ambler. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Madison  Ave- 
nue, York. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Ridge,  Fogel- 
sanger    house. 

May  18,  7  pm,  Westmont, 
Johnstown. 

May  20,  21,  Springville,  Moh- 
ler  house. 

May  21,  22,  Florin  house,  West 
Green    Tree. 

May  21,  22,  Graybill  house, 
White   Oak. 


May  24,  1:30  pm,  Myerstown. 
May    24,    6:30    pm,    Pine    Glen 

house,   Spring   Run. 
May    24,    25,    Shamokin. 
May     24,     25,     10     am,     Meyer 

house,   Fredericksburg. 
May  24,  25,   10   am,   Schuylkill. 
May     24,     25,     10     am.     Upper 

Codorus,  Black  Rock. 
May  25,  Center  Hill. 
May   25,   Codorus. 
May     25,     Lower     Conewago, 

Bermudian    house. 
May   25,   Riddlesburg. 
May  25,  6  pm,  Carlisle. 
May    25,    6:30    pm,    Springfield. 
May  25,  7  pm,  Perry,  Farmers 

Grove. 
May  25,   7:30  pm,  Jennersville. 
May  27,  28,  10  am,  Chiques. 
May  28,  29,  West  Conestoga. 
May   31,    1:30   pm,   Welsh   Run. 
May  31,  2  pm,  Akron. 
May     31,      7      pm,      Mechanic 

Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,  10  am,  Antie- 

tam,  Prices  Creek. 
June  1,  Boiling  Springs. 
June  1,  2:30  pm,  Marsh  Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June     4,     5,     Kreider     house, 

White   Oak. 
June  7,  2:30  pm,  Mingo. 
June   8,   Yellow   Creek,    Bethel 

house. 
June   8,    7   pm,   Beachdale. 
June  15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 


Virginia 

May  17,  Midland. 

May  18,  6  pm,  Garber  church, 

Cooks    Creek. 
May   18,   7   pm,   Linville   Creek 

at  Cedar  Run. 
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observe  the  love  feast  on  May  18,  with  Pastor  Geary  in  charge. — 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary,  Holsopple,  Pa.,  April  17. 

Mechanicsburg. — Our  present  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow, 
and  family  came  from  Sipesville  to  our  town  March  23  to  begin 
their  pastoral  work.  An  installation  service  was  held  April  5, 
Sunday-school  rally  day,  by  Grant  Group,  our  presiding  elder. 
A  short  play  was  given  during  the  evening  of  the  same  day  by 
the  young  people.  A  mother  and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held 
on  May  8.  -  On  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day  a  program  will  be 
sponsored  by  women's  work.  Our  love  feast  will  be  observed  in 
the  evening  of  May  18  with  a  preparatory  service  in  the  morning. 
All  services  are  on  Daylight  Saving  Time. — Mrs.  D.  K.  Miller, 
Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  April  28. 

Meyersdale. — A  very  spiritual  Lenten  season  in  the  local 
church  closed  on  April  20,  with  a  play  entitled  Children  of  Gal- 
ilee. This  play  was  rendered  by  the  intermediate  and  junior  de- 
partments, assisted  by  a  few  adults.  The  Temple  Choir,  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  two  mentioned  grades,  had  charge  of 
the  worship  service.  On  Palm  Sunday  three  were  received  in- 
to the  church  by  letter  and  four  by  baptism.  At  this  same  serv- 
ice three  babies  were  dedicated.  Pastor  DeWitt  L.  Miller  deliv- 
ered the  sermon  at  the  union  sunrise  service  held  in  the  Union 
cemetery.  Juniata  day  will  be  celebrated  on  April  27,  with  Bro. 
H.  H.  Nye,  a  member  of  the  college  faculty,  guest  speaker.  An 
envelope  offering  will  be  lifted  for  the  Oiler  Hall  auditorium 
fund.  Sister  Ida  C,  Shumaker  will  speak  at  the  morning  church 
service  on  May  4,  substituting  for  Pastor  Miller,  who  will  speak 
at  the  anniversary  services  in  the  Morrellville  church.  Boosting 
the  Messenger  subscriptions  in  our  congregation  was  discussed 
at  our  last  quarterly  council  and  responsibility  for  the  same 
given  to  the  men's  work  organization.  Financing  the  attendance 
of  our  pastor  and  wife  to  the  Annual  Conference  will  no  doubt 
be  arranged.  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  our  pastor  should 
attend  all  of  the  Annual  Conferences  whether  a  delegate  or  not. 
On  April  27  Brother  and  Sister  Miller  will  begin  a  series  of 
Sunday  evening  services  on  the  theme,  Building  a  Christian 
Home.  After  an  extensive  reading  and  study  in  this  field,  Bro. 
Miller  and  wife  will  present  certain  phases  of  the  problem  by 
using  the  new  technique  of  public  address — the  planned  conver- 
sation. There  will  also  be  a  question  period. — W.  A.  Shoemaker, 
Meyersdale,   Pa.,   April   21. 

New  Fairview. — On  Jan.  19  and  March  30  we  received  offerings 
totaling  $437  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  Feb.  1,  2 
we  held  a  Bible  institute,  with  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  as  speaker. 
We  received  our  college  achievement  offering  at  this  time.  Mis- 
sionary day  was  observed  on  Feb.  23  with  our  district  fieldman, 
Bro.  C.  B.  Sollenberger,  as  speaker.  On  March  16  Bro.  Myers 
from  the  Marsh  Creek  congregation  gave  the  sermon  in  the 
morning;  in  the  evening  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  program  with 
Eld.  S.  C.  Godfrey  as  guest  speaker.  Bro.  Godfrey  also  preached 
the  evening  sermon.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  program  March  30, 
using  the  Ten  Commandments  as  their  theme.  They  had  charge 
of  the  sunrise  service  on  the  lawn  on  Easter  morning.  Bro. 
W.  N.  Zobler  preached  for  us  on  April  12.  Our  spring  love  feast 
will  be  held  May  18.— H.  B.  Markey,  York,  Pa.,  April  22. 

Pittsburgh. — Pastor  Wilbur  Neff  and  wife  are  excellent  lead- 
ers. Each  sermon  on  the  theme,  Christ  and  His  Message,  seems 
better  than  the  one  before  it.  Our  Wednesday  evening  prayer 
and  meditation  hours  have  proved  to  be  a  spiritual  uplift.  The 
Bible  school  has  gained  in  attendance.  The  music  has  been  in- 
spiring. At  the  Sunday  evening  fellowship  hour  there  have  been 
discussions  on  our  church,  its  organization  and  practices.  A 
junior  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mabelle  Burket,  has  given 
special  interest  to  our  Sunday  evening  services.  Lent  was  ob- 
served by  a  special  weekly  service  up  to  the  time  of  Passion 
Week,  at  which  time  our  resident  ministers  preached — Breth- 
ren V.  C.  Holsinger,  W.  D.  Rummel  and  T.  R.  Coffman.  We  are 
fortunate  in  having  Bro.  Coffman  as  teacher  of  our  senior  Bible 
class.  Our  regular  quarterly  council  was  held  April  13,  follow- 
ing a  fellowship  supper.  Forty-seven  were  present.  The  reports 
of  the  various  boards  were  encouraging,  especially  the  one  from 
the  finance  board  stating  that  our  debt  to  the  old  folks'  home 
has  been  paid.  One  letter  was  granted  at  this  council.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  May  4.  There  was  evidence  on  Easter 
Sunday  that  the  church  can  be  filled.  The  day  started  with  a 
very  impressive  sunrise  service.  A  breakfast  was  served  to 
about  fifty  persons.  After  the  Bible  school  the  children  pre- 
sented a  program  of  songs  and  recitations,  and  the  Easter  ser- 
mon and  special  offering  closed  the  forenoon  service.  In  the 
evening  the  young  people  presented  a  drama,  The  Great  Dawn. 
— M.    Elizabeth    Barnett,    Pittsburgh,   Pa.,    April   22. 

Somerset. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  conducted  very 
inspiring  evangelistic  services  in  our  church  for  two  weeks,  be- 
ginning March  23.  Delegations  from  neighboring  churches  at-, 
tended  a  number  of  services  and  furnished  special  music.  On 
Tuesday  evening  of  Holy  Week  the  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  Ernest  Statler,  presented  the  cantata,  Joseph's  Garden.  On 
Good  Friday  evening  we  had  a  worship  service  with  a  brief  mes- 
sage by  our  pastor.  Following  this  service  eleven  new  members 
were  taken  into  the  church  by  baptism.  We  also  received  seven 
new  members  by  letter.  Early  on  Easter  morning  we  met  for  a 
sunrise  service.  In  the  evening  292  of  our  members  gathered  for 
our  love  feast  and  communion  service.  On  April  17  the  women's 
work  organization  served  a  dinner  to  over  200  Farm  Bureau 
members.     The    proceeds   from    this    dinner   were    given    to   the 


building  fund  of  the  church.  Bro.  Donald  Martin  of  Ephrata 
preached  for  us  in  the  morning  service  on  April  20,  and  brought 
a  message  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  in  the  evening.  In  our  evening  serv- 
ice we  were  privileged  to  hear  Bro.  Martin  and  his  wife  sing. 
On  April  21  a  large  audience  enjoyed  a  sacred  concert  by  the 
male  chorus  from  the  Messiah  Bible  College,  Grantham,  Pa. — 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cage,  Jr.,  Somerset,  Pa.,  April  24. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  met  in  council  March  26,  with  Eld.  D.  I. 
Pepple  presiding.  Brethren  George  S.  Batzell,  E.  Paul  Dilling 
and  Percy  Kegarise  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Fredericksburg.  On  April  6  the  student  volunteer  group 
of  Juniata  College  gave  an  interesting  program  in  the  afternoon 
at  the  Bethel  house  and  in  the  evening  at  the  Yellow  Creek 
house.  On  April  27  Circuit  No.  4  held  its  rally  at  Yellow  Creek. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  June  8  at  the  Bethel  house. — Mrs. 
Bertha  Snyder,  Hopewell,  Pa.,  April  30. 

Virginia 

Jones'  Chapel. — On  April  6  we  organized  our  Sunday  school 
with  Bro.  M.  A.  Bowman  as  superintendent  and  chose  five  teach- 
ers and  other  officers.  This  was  the  first  service  to  be  held  in 
our  new  church,  which  has  just  been  completed  except  for  some 
work  on  the  church  grounds.  Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing 
favorably  with  an  enrollment  of  sixty-six.  The  adult  class  has 
as  its  teacher  Bro.  John  W.  Brown,  who  formerly  taught  the 
men's  class  at  the  Spray  church,  N.  C.  On  April  24  we  met  with 
Eld.  L.  A.  Bowman  and  organized  the  church  program.  Bro. 
Bowman  was  elected  elder  for  the  Jones'  Chapel  congregation, 
Bro.  M.  A.  Bowman  clerk,  and  Bro.  Jesse  Draper,  treasurer.  We 
hope  to  have  our  plans  completed  for  dedication  services  on 
June  29  and  for  a  revival  meeting  to  follow.  We  are  now  looking 
forward  to  having  Bro.  Walter  M.  Kahle  and  family  with  us 
May  4  and  for  several  night  meetings  following. — Mrs.  William 
H.  Coffman,  Martinsville,  Va.,  April  26. 

Midland. — We  met  in  council  on  March  1.  Bro.  A.  L.  Smith 
was  re-elected  on  the  ministerial  board,  Bro.  J.  M.  Kline  elected 
sexton  for  the  Midland  church,  Bro.  D.  J.  Myers  sexton  for  the 
Mt.  Hermon  church.  It  was  decided  to  put  electric  current  in  the 
Midland  house,  Brethren  J.  A.  Hinegardner  and  S.  K.  Andes  to 
look  after  the  work  and  Sisters  Hilda  and  Virginia  Long  to 
solicit  funds.  On  March  9  the  women's  work  organization  gave 
a  peace  program  and  received  an  offering  for  the  Brethren  Civil- 
ian Public  Service  project.  In  March  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored 
a  radio  entertainment  which  netted  them  $30  to  be  used  for 
lighting  the  church.  This  organization  gave  five  dollars  to  the 
Mt.  Hermon  aid  society  for  carpet  in  the  church.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  is  going  into  all  our  homes.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  May  17  in  the  Midland  house.  Bro.  Wm.  Heddings  is  the 
local  secretarv  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  work. — Mrs.  Wm. 
S.   Heddings,   Catlett,  Va.,   April  21. 

Mill  Creek. — Our  spring  council  was  held  on  March  22,  at 
which  time  Bro.  Homer  J.  Miller  was  re-elected  pastor  for  the 
year  beginning  Sept.  1.  Delegates  to  district  conference  and 
church  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  also  elected.  Reports 
of  the  church  treasurer  and  aid  societies  were  given.  Plans  for 
the  communion  service  were  made.  The  finance  committee  was 
asked  to  work  out  plans  and  the  cost  of  a  new  heating  system 
for  the  church.  A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  make  plans 
for  a  mother's  room  and  a  nursery  class  which  is  to  be  organ- 
ized soon.  A  treasurer  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  project 
was  elected.  The  first  offering  for  this  project  was  $94.80.  It 
was  decided  to  work  with  the  other  churches  of  the  community 
in  trying  to  close  the  local  theatre  on  Sunday.  A  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  will  be  held  some  time  during  the  spring. 
The  date  for  the  fall  council  was  set  for  Aug.  23.  Recently  vis- 
iting ministers  have  brought  the  Sunday  morning  message,  Bro. 
Russel  Showalter,  Bro.  Samuel  Stickley  and  Bro.  Cecil  Sho- 
walter.  The  Madison  College  choral  club  rendered  a  program 
of  sacred  music  on  March  23.  The  aid  societies  have  been  doing 
Red  Cross  sewing.  The  Gospel  Messenger  has  been  placed  in 
one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes.  Several  young  men  from 
the  congregation  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the 
work  at  the  Mt.  Vernon  church  during  the  summer.  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Pence  and  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary 
at  their  home.  The  eleven  children,  the  grandchildren  and  a 
large  group  of  friends  gathered  at  their  home  to  celebrate  the 
happy  occasion.  Bro.  Pence  was  called  to  the  ministry  more 
than  thirty-seven  years  ago,  during  which  time  he  has  faith- 
fully served  the  Mill  Creek  congregation.  Our  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices were  held  each  evening  during  Passion  Week.  Bro.  Walter 
Hartman  of  Annville,  Pa.,  brought  an  inspiring  message  each 
evening.  Five  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Holy  Thursday.  On  Easter  Sunday  night  a 
story  cantata,  The  Garden  of  Joseph,  was  rendered  by  the  young 
people  of  the  church. — Lera  Bowman  Jarrels,  Penn  Laird,  Va., 
April    18. 

Trevilian. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  March  14  with  Eld. 
W.  E.  Cunningham  presiding.  Since  the  electric  lineman  cut 
down  so  many  of  our  fine  old  oak  trees  we  decided  to  work  up 
the  grounds  and  sow  grass.  From  April  6  to  11  Bro.  Cunning- 
ham conducted  a  series  of  pre-Easter  services,  but  he  could  not 
be  with  us  on  Easter  Sunday.  We  had  preaching  services  each 
first  and  third  Sundays  during  the  winter.— Anna  Glick,  Louisa, 
Va.,   April    15. 
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Washington 

Wenalchee  Valley. — The  Easter  season  with  its  rich  meaning 
for  the  Christian  left  its  blessings  on  this  church.  Bro.  W.  T. 
Luckett,  our  pastor,  and  his  wife  worked  faithfully  and  ear- 
nestly in  two  weeks  of  evangelistic  meetings  before  Easter. 
Forty-three  were  baptized  at  the  opening  service  of  the  love 
feast,  and  others  expect  to  be  baptized  soon.  Two  came  by  let- 
ter and  three  were  reinstated.  Ten  of  the  group  are  heads  of 
families,  and  a  number  of  new  families  have  been  brought  into 
the  church  by  the  boys'  troop  led  by  Bro.  Ezra  Crist  and  Bro. 
Fred  Ulrey.  Attendance  at  Sunday  school  on  Easter  morning 
was  489,  a  number  exceeding  all  former  records  by  fifty-eight. 
We  united  with  several  other  churches  of  the  city  for  a  sunrise 
service  on  the  court  house  lawn,  with  Bro.  Luckett  as  speaker. 
Our  young  people  served  breakfast  at  our  church  to  those  who 
cared  to  stay.  Because  the  jar  on  the  pulpit  would  not  hold  all 
the  offerings  from  the  family  cups,  a  large  fish  bowl  was  brought 
in  to  receive  the  money.  More  than  $27  was  sent  to  Elgin.  Bro. 
Paul  Longenecker  of  Outlook  and  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager  of 
Tonasket  are  with  us  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  Brethren 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  children  have  maintained 
interest  in  the  church  services  during  the  winter.  On  several 
occasions  there  were  three  rows  of  them  present  to  hear  the 
pastor's  stories.  The  junior  choir  took  part  in  the  special  music 
of  the  pre-Easter  meetings.  At  least  once  a  month  they  bring  the 
special  music  for  the  evening  services.  The  evening  attendance 
doubled  during  the  winter  months.  Bro.  O.  C.  Woods,  the  first 
choir  director  of  this  church,  came  from  Cashmere,  where  he 
now  lives,  to  direct  the  adult  choir  for  the  cantata  given  on 
Easter  evening. — Geraldine  Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  April  25. 

West  Virginia 

Tear  Coat. — A  pre-Easter  revival  was  held  in  our  church  con- 
cluding with  the  communion  on  Easter  Sunday  evening.  Rev. 
Patterson  of  the  Christian  church  delivered  an  inspiring  sermon 
in  this  service.  Our  spring  council  was  held  in  March  with  the 
best  attendance  we  have  had  for  a  long  time.  Bro.  Raymond 
Martin  was  re-elected  elder;  Bro.  P.  Stein  Hockman,  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  another  year.  Bro.  Helsley  Sowers 
will  be  our  summer  pastor.  Our  pastor  will  serve  on  Standing 
Committee  at  Annual  Conference,  and  then  be  engaged  in  evan- 
gelistic work  after  he  returns.  On  April  5  the  ladies'  aid  society 
held  a  bake  sale,  the  proceeds  amounting  to  $17.  Our  group  has 
been  studying  Stand  By  for  China  and  discussing  a  chapter 
each  month.  The  young  people  meet  in  the  homes  once  a  month 
for  a  social.  We  find  this  plan  helpful  as  young  and  old  learn  to 
play  and  laugh  together  as  well  as  work  together.     We  are  hav- 


ing good  attendance  at  all  our  church  meetings  now. — Mrs.  Mary 
Martin,  Augusta,  W.  Va.,  April  23. 

Valley  River,  Junior. — At  our  January  council  Bro.  Ernest 
Corley  was  licensed  to  the  ministry.  He  is  now  the  youngest 
minister  in  the  district.  On  Feb.  16  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  the 
play,  The  Lost  People,  and  on  March  16  the  junior  aid  rendered 
an  impressive  program  on  stewardship.  During  the  winter 
months  the  ladies'  aid  has  been  very  busy  quilting.  Recently 
they  packed  two  kits  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The 
men  are  very  active  in  the  completion  of  the  basement  and  in- 
stalling of  new  light  fixtures  in  the  church.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Robert  Byrd,  is  back  with  us  again  from  his  Bible  training  va- 
cation at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  full  of  inspiration  and  ready 
to  make  things  go.  The  special  session  of  district  conference 
was  held  in  the  Junior  church.  The  meeting  was  well  attended 
and  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  and  interest  was  shown  toward 
the  peace  program  of  the  church.  Bro.  Ernest  G.  Hoff  of  Elgin, 
111.,  was  the  guest  speaker.  On  Wednesday  evenings  during  Lent 
Bro.  Byrd  led  us  in  a  study  of  the  Passion  Week.  On  Easter 
morning  the  children's  department  presented  the  Easter  Jubilee. 
On  Easter  night  the  adults  and  young  people  gave  the  play, 
Easter  Continued,  an  impressive  scene  portraying  the  life  of  the 
early  Christians  and  the  courage  it  took  to  be  a  follower  of 
Christ  in  that  day.  We  are  happy  to  see  our  Sunday-school 
rooms  taking  form.  New  chairs  have  been  placed  in  the  chil- 
dren's department  and  one  of  our  good  carpenters  has  been  busy 
making  tables  suitable  for  each  room.  Worship  centers  are  be- 
ing planned  for  each  room  and  Bibles  placed  in  them  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Bookcases  for  the  library  are  being  built.  Since  our 
nursery  department  is  growing  the  "fun"  of  finishing  it  is  a 
project  planned  for  the  near  future.  Recently  we  very  much 
enjoyed  having  Mrs.  Ruth  Rinehart  with  us:  her  lecture  on  peace 
was  very  instructive. — Ermina  Miller,  Junior,  W.   Va.,   April  25. 

Wisconsin 
Rice  Lake. — Two  were  baptized  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  A. 
Bryan.  Bro.  John  Heckman  from  Polo,  111.,  was  in  charge  of  our 
communion.  Twenty-seven  participated  in  the  Lord's  supper, 
some  of  whom  had  not  taken  communion  for  a  while.  Some  non- 
members  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  fellowship.  We  held  a  business 
meeting  with  Bro.  Heckman  in  charge.  A  unanimous  vote  was 
taken  to  retain  Brother  and  Sister  Bryan  for  another  year.  Bro. 
Heckman's  presence  and  his  messages  were  uplifting.  When  he 
left  he  assured  us  that  the  outlook  for  the  church  here  is  more 
encouraging  now  than  it  has  been  since  he  has  known  the 
church.  Plans  are  being  made  for  our  vacation  Bible  school 
to  be  held  in  June. — George  M.  Hineline,  Rice  Lake,  Wis., 
April  27. 


HCW  TC  ECONOMIZE 


We  have  found  in  the  series  of  bulletins  listed 


is  the  problem  that  many  of  us  are  facing  today, 
below  a  possible  answer  to  our  inquiry. 

These  bulletins  make  available  in  a  compact  form  the  results  of  research  and  experiments 
carried  on  by  Mr.  and  "Mrs.  Ralph  Borsodi  and  other  research  workers,  who  living  together  on 
a  farm  not  too  distant  from  a  metropolitan  center  have  discovered  some  interesting  and  worth- 
while ways  to  satisfy  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  average  American  Family.  They  are  called 
Homestead  Bulletins  and  carry  the  following  titles: 

How  to  Economize  in  Building  Your  Home  How  to  Economize  in  Financing  Your  Home 

How  to  Economize  in  Buying  Land  ior  Your  Home  How  to  Economize  on  Laundry 

How  to  Economize  in  Buying  Food:   A  Manual  on  Storage  and  Refrigeration 

How  to  Economize  on  Bread.  Cake  and  Pastry:  A  Manual  on  Baking  at  Home 

How  to  Economize  on  Canned,  Bottled  and  Preserved  Foods:  A  Manual  on  Canning  and  Preserving 

How  to  Economize  on  Poultry  and  Eggs:  A  Manual  on  Poultry  Keeping 

How  to  Economize  on  Vegetables:  A  Manual  on  Gardening 

How  to  Economize  on  Fruit:  A  Manual  on  Berry  and  Fruit  Growing 

How  to  Economize  on  Milk  and  Cream:  A  Manual  on  the  Home  Dairy 

How  to  Economize  on  Butter:  A  Manual  on  Butter  Making 

How  to  Economize  by  Sewing  at  Home  How  to  Economize  by  Weaving  at  Home 

How  to  Economize  by  Knitting  at  Home 

How  to  Economize  on  Flour  and  Cereals:  A  Manual  on  Home  Milling  of  Wheat  and  Corn 

Price  per  bulletin — 25c 

Address  The  School  of  Living,  Sufiern,  N.  Y.  and  mention  the  Gospel  Messenger,  or  order 
through 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin.  111. 
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The  FARM  FEEDS  AMERICA 


Rural  life  has  values  that  abide.  Let's  not  lose  them  but  let  us  keep  in- 
formed and  preserve  these  values.  A  prominent  church  leader  believes  that 
the  future  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  depends  largely  on  the  Rural  Church. 
Keep  informed  by  reading  these  books  on  rural  life. 


AGRICULTURE  IN  MODERN  LIFE   $3.50 

O.  E.  Baker.  Ralph  Barsodi  and  M.  L.  Wilson 

In  this  valuable  book  three  national  authori- 
ties representing  various  aspects  of  farm  life 
analyze  the  present  several  proposals  for  a 
solution.  In  the  fourth  section  of  the  book  a 
dialogue  is  presented  to  clarify  their  various 
proposals  and  viewpoints. 

FIFTH  AVENUE  TO  FARM   $3.00 

Frank  Fritts  and  Ralph  Gwinn 

(Available  to  Ministers  on  Gish  Fund) 
A  discussion  of  the  biological  problems  of 
the  survival  of  our  civilization  as  related  to  the 
current  trends  in  American  life.  They  offer  a 
practical  plea  for  the  attractiveness  of  the  rural 
life  for  people  who  are  aggressive  and  want  to 
get  ahead.  One  of  those  books  that  are  difficult 
to  lay  aside  after  you  begin  reading  them. 

THE   AGRARIAN   REVIVAL $1.50 

Russel  Lord 

This  is  an  interesting  study  of  agricultural 
extension  work  by  one  who  participated  in  this 
enterprise.  He  later  went  back  to  evaluate  the 
work. 

AGRICULTURAL    ARTS    $1.75 

Eugene  Davenport  and  Arelas  Nolan 

Some  things  every  one  should  know  about 
farming.  Eight  sections  dealing  first  with  the 
historical  development  of  farming,  then  on  to 


farm  animals,  crops,  problems,  helps  to  good 
farming,  vocational  guidance  and  home  proj- 
ects. "America  was  developed  through  the 
process  of  establishing  rural  homes.  She  will 
be  preserved  in  their  conservation." 

THE   CHURCH   IN   RURAL   LIFE 85c 

David  Edgar  Lindstrom 

The  rural  church  must  be  an  integral  part  of 
the  total  rural  life  program.  It  must  recognize 
its  place  and  adjust  itself  to  the  needs.  A  very 
worth-while  paper  bound  book. 

GUIDEPOSTS  FOR  RURAL  YOUTH  ....$1.00 

E.   L.   Kirkpatrick 

See  page  17  for  review. 
RURAL  LIFE  PRAYERS    15c 

Compiled  by  Mark  Rich 

The  prayers  in  this  booklet  have  been  chosen 
for  Rural  Life  Sunday  or  Rogation  Days,  Har- 
vest Home  and  Thanksgiving  services,  Arbor 
Day  observances,  and  other  occasions  which 
center  about  the  spiritual  interests  of  rural  life. 
It  is  the  hope  of  the  Committee,  however,  that 
families  in  their  daily  prayer  fellowship,  indi- 
viduals in  their  personal  devotions,  and  farm 
organizations  conducting  religious  services  will 
find  these  selections  an  expression  of  their  grati- 
tudes, concerns,  hopes  and  aspirations  for 
rural  living. 


Order  today 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE 
Elgin,  Illinois 


Gospel  Messenger 


Volume  90 


Ulay  2L[,  \ty\ 


Number  21 


SCHWARZENAU  ON  THE  EDER 
(See  Article  on  Page  5) 

Qn   litis  Tlumbe\ 


Editorial — 

Around  the  World  (E.  B.)   

Light  Through  Darkness  (E.  F.) 
Change  the  Atmosphere  (H.  A.  B.) 
Ways  of  Dying  for  Defense  (E.  F.) 

The  Mark  of  the  Beast  (E.  F.) 

Shall  I  Be  Kind?  (H.  A.  B.) 

Kingdom  Gleanings    


16 


2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
17 


General  Forum — 


How  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Came  to  Be. 

By  J.   E.  Miller    5 

"Thy  Kingdom  Come."     By  Grant  Mahan   6 

Humility.     By  Roy  White   7 

The  Confidence  of   the  Government  in  Our  Inter- 
pretation of  Service.    By  Clarence  B.  Fike 8 

The  Christmas  Spirit  Needed  Now. 

By  J.  P.  Dickey  9 

A  Further  Thought  on  Standing  Committee. 

By  Norman  A.  Seese  9 


"The  Conscientious  Objector  Under  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940."  By  Paul  H. 
Bowman 10 

Our  Mission  Work — 

Gleanings  From  the  Bulsar  Past  Records. 

By  Amsey  and  Florence  Bollinger   12 

What  to  Pray  For.     By  W.  H.  Yoder 12 

Missionary  Society  Program  for  June. 

By  Esther  Beahm   . . . 13 

Peace  News.     Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull  13 

Home  and  Family — 

Brethren    Hostels — A    Blueprint   for    Brotherhood. 

By  L.  John  Weaver   14 

"As  Thy  Soul  Prospereth."   By  Chester  E.  Shuler  . .  15 
What  Is  Wrong  With  Daddy?    By  Virgil  D.  Ritchie  15 

Church   at  Work — 

La  Verne  Annual  Conference;  La  Verne  Confer- 
ence Program;  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life; 
Trends  in  Conference  Budget  Giving    18-22 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  24,  1941 


Around  the  World  . . . 


The  enrollment  and  faculties  of 
universities  in  England  have 
dropped  forty  per  cent. 

Britons  have  inaugurated  a  prac- 
tice of  observing  one  minute  of  silent 
prayer  when  Big  Ben  strikes  the 
evening  hour  of  nine. 

Every  country  in  South  America 
depends  on  Europe  to  buy  from  31 
per  cent  of  its  exports,  as  in  Colom- 
bia, to  73  per  cent  in  Argentina,  and 
90  per  cent  in  Bolivia. 

The  American  Bible  Society  will 
provide  pulpit  Bibles  for  the  604 
chapels  which  are  to  be  erected  by 
the  war  department  in  every  train- 
ing camp  throughout  the  country. 

American  Airlines  has  received 
recognition  by  the  National  Safety 
Council  for  flying  1,000,000,000  pas- 
senger miles  over  a  five-year  period 
without  a  fatality  to  passenger  or 
crew. 

New  hymnals  are  being  published 
for  use  in  the  army  and  navy.  The 
hymnals  will  be  divided  in  three  sec- 
tions, for  use  by  members  of  the 
Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish 
faiths. 

The  Disciples  of  Christ  Church  has 
appointed  a  commission  to  visit  all 
communities  near  army  camps  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  the  spirit- 
ual and  moral  welfare  facilities 
available  in  each  locality. 

An  airplane  which  flew  by  so  fast 
it  disappeared  before  its  motors 
could  be  heard  has  made  its  debut 
recently  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
speed  of  this  Lockheed  plane,  its 
pilot  says,  was  458  miles  an  hour. 

A  bill  to  permit  Amish  and  cer- 
tain Mennonites  to  allow  their  chil- 
dren to  discontinue  school  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  to  take  up  agriculture, 
after  having  satisfactorily  completed 
six  grades,  has  been  passed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  senate. 


In  the  anti-war  demonstrations  on 
April  23,  twenty  imprisoned  consci- 
entious objectors  in  the  federal  pri- 
son at  Danbury,  Conn.,  remained  in 
their  cells  and  fasted  during  the  noon 
hour. 

According  to  figures  collected  by 
the  United  States  Department  of 
Commerce,  the  15,115  moving  pic- 
ture theaters  operating  in  the  United 
States  during  1939  grossed  $673,045,- 
000.  This  is  an  increase  of  $164,000 
over  the  1935  receipts. 

One  of  the  most  complete  collec- 
tions of  ancient  and  modern  works  of 
art  is  at  the  University  of  Buffalo. 
Working  with  a  grant  of  $23,000  con- 
tributed in  March  1939  by  the  Car- 
negie Corporation  of  New  York,  the 
university  has  thus  far  amassed 
10,000  slides. 

Since  Japan  invaded  China,  750,- 
000  converts  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  have  been  baptized  and 
1,000,000  Chinese  have  come  under 
instruction,  Mgr.  George  Telford, 
national  director  of  the  Pontifical 
Mission  Aid  Societies  in  this  coun- 
try, told  the  Universe,  a  Catholic 
journal. 


The  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
will  issue  a  peace  handbook 
which  will  contain  excerpts  from 
leading  religious  and  secular 
pronouncements  on  peace  and 
post-war  society.  Included  will 
be  statements  from  the  Malvern, 
Oxford  and  Madras  conferences, 
from  Pope  Pius  XII,  from  Protes- 
tant and  Roman  Catholic  leaders 
in  England,  resumes  of  proposals 
advocating  a  world  constitution, 
a  supreme  federal  court  and  fed- 
eral union,  and  national  peace 
conference  reports  on  the  world 
community. 


A  proposed  merger  of  the  United 
Brethren  and  Evangelical  Churches 
in  America  "probably  will  take  place 
within  four  years,"  Rev.  George 
Hallman  of  Sunbury  declared  in  ad- 
dressing the  eastern  Pennsylvania 
conference  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Railroad  passenger  revenues,  in 
the  first  two  months  of  this  year,  in- 
creased 12.7  per  cent  over  the  same 
time  a  year  ago.  The  reasons  for  this 
sharp  rate  of  gain  are  commercial 
activity  attendant  on  the  defense 
program,  troop  movements  and  im- 
proved national  income. 

A  "crying  room"  for  mothers  with 
noisy  babies  has  been  installed  in 
the  Christ  Lutheran  Church  in  Mon- 
terey, Calif.  Mothers  can  sit  with 
their  babies  behind  one-way-vision 
glass  partitions  and  hear  the  sermon 
over  loud  speakers,  unseen  and  un- 
heard by  the  congregation. 

All  youth  organizations  in  the 
Methodist  Church  will  hereafter  be 
grouped  under  one  inclusive  desig- 
nation to  be  known  as  the  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  The  fellowship 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  early  in 
the  fall  of  this  year  in  conjunction 
with  the  National  Council  of  Metho- 
dist Youth. 

In  Holland  arrests  of  Student 
Christian  Movement  members  are 
frequent.  Numbers  of  citizens  have 
been  shot  in  the  first  executions  of 
political  prisoners  in  almost  300 
years.  But  the  Movement  carries  on 
with  frequent  conferences  on  biblical 
themes  and  meetings  in  the  univer- 
sities to  "overcrowded  auditoriums." 

Indigenous  music  presents  an  op- 
portunity for  the  cementing  of  a 
higher  degree  of  understanding  be- 
tween the  two  Americas,  Marshall 
Bartholomew,  director  Yale  Univer- 
sity glee  club,  told  the  Eastern  Music 
Educators  Conference.  At  this  con- 
ference there  was  a  seminar  discus- 
sion on  how  school  and  church  may 
join  hands  in  developing  our  musical 
youth. 

No  Presbyterian  mission  has  been 
closed  because  of  war.  Adjustments 
have  been  made  in  missionary  strat- 
egy in  China,  Korea,  Japan  and  Iran, 
and  in  some  cases  there  have  been 
limited  withdrawals;  but  the  work 
goes  on.  There  is  persistent  pro- 
gress in  Iraq,  Syria  and  Africa.  In 
India,  Thailand,  the  Philippines  and 
Latin  America  missionaries  have 
won  increased  confidence  by  adapt- 
ing their  work  to  new  needs. 
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Cfiditolial 


Light  Through  the  Darkness 

It  looks  pretty  dark,  he  said,  referring  to  the 
morning  newspaper  headline.  He  wondered  if  we 
had  any  light  on  the  subject.  It  happened  that  we 
had.  We  told  him  that  the  light  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  darkness.  He  would  have  to  look  be- 
yond that  to  see  it. 

His  face  did  light  up  a  little,  but  he  could  not 
wholly  forget  the  appalling  blackness  of  the 
threatening  darkness.  Who  could,  at  seeing  his 
own  country  steadily  slipping,  along  with  the 
other  nations,  into  the  boiling  cauldron  which  fu- 
ture generations  will  refer  to  as  the  greatest  dis- 
aster of  all  time? 

Those  generations  will  never  cease  to  marvel  at 
the  human  folly  which  brought  such  a  calamity 
upon  the  world.  When  the  nations  have  at  last 
been  ground  sufficiently  fine  in  the  mills  of  God's 
necessary  discipline,  they  will  have  learned  that 
his  way  of  brotherliness  is  better  for  all  than  man's 
way  of  selfishness.  But  that  lesson  is  costly  and 
the  full  price  must  be  paid. 

At  evening  time  there  shall  be  light.  Even  now 
the  light  of  the  great  truth  noted  above  shines 
faintly  through  the  darkness  but  the  darkness  does 
not  apprehend  it.    Don't  you  see  it?  E.  f. 

Change  the  Atmosphere 

Some  years  ago  the  writer  spent  a  day  at  the 
asphalt  pits  near  Los  Angeles  from  which  the 
bones  of  strange  animals  of  the  past  were  being 
dug.  And  standing  there,  one  was  moved  to  try 
to  reconstruct  in  imagination  the  fearsome  world 
of  the  long  ago  when  saber-toothed  tigers,  the 
giant  sloth  and  the  mighty  members  of  the  Dino- 
sauria  family  roamed  the  West. 

But  no  less  strange  than  that  long  ago  is  this 
present  world  of  man's  making.  Today  metal 
monsters  roar  across  bloody  battlefields  and 
thunder  through  the  sky.  It  seems  that  all  the 
energies  of  man  are  in  process  of  being  sucked 


into  the  maelstrom  of  destruction  now  overwhelm- 
ing the  world.  How  long  are  the  death-dealing 
Dinosauria  of  our  day  to  rule  the  earth? 

It  is  said  that  the  frightful  monsters  of  long  ago 
disappeared  because  of  a  fundamental  change  in 
atmosphere.  Here  is  a  cue  for  the  Saint  Georges 
of  our  day.  The  new  monsters  are  hardly  to  be 
destroyed  by  a  head-on  battle.  An  atmosphere  of 
selfishness  and  hate  will  but  spawn  yet  more  ter- 
rible engines  of  destruction.  But  if  we  can 
change  the  atmosphere,  the  tank  will  change  into 
a  steam  shovel  and  the  bomber  into  a  freight  ship 
of  the  sky.  H.  A.  B. 

Ways  of  Dying  for  Defense 

"Hitler's  greatest  triumph,"  the  rabbi  said  in 
the  Message  of  Israel  program,  "is  that  he  has 
compelled  us  in  self-defense  to  adopt  his  meth- 
ods." 

That  was  a  very  keen  observation  indeed,  ex- 
cept for  the  use  of  the  word  "compelled."  It  sure- 
ly is  a  triumph  for  "that  bad  man,"  as  Churchill 
very  fittingly  calls  him,  but  he  could  not  have 
compelled  us  to  use  his  methods  if  we  had  not  let 
him.  His  triumph  is  in  the  fact  that  we  have  per- 
mitted him  to  lead  us  into  this  predicament.  We 
could  have  used  other  methods  in  dealing  with 
him,  those  of  the  lowly  Nazarene,  for  instance. 

We  understand  very  well  that  the  governments 
would  laugh  at  such  a  suggestion  but  this  does  not 
alter  the  essential  truth.  The  nations  could  have 
used  the  other  method,  with  far  better  chances  of 
early  success  if  they  had  begun  five  years  ago,  or 
ten,  or  twenty.  But  that  golden  opportunity  is 
gone  forever.  The  only  one  remaining  is  today's 
and  tomorrow's,  which  means  that  the  price  of 
success  is  multiplied  beyond  calculation.  It  also 
means  that  the  infinitely  higher  price  must  be 
paid  sometime.  The  world  will  yet  learn  there 
isn't  any  other  way. 

In  seeking  to  justify  American  intervention,  a 
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recent  editorial  said:  "We'd  rather  die  than  live 
in  a  world  dominated  by  Hitler,"  a  sentiment  with 
which  most  decent  Americans  will  heartily  agree. 
There  still  remains,  however,  a  choice  as  to  the 
most  desirable  method  of  dying,  as  well  as  the 
question  how  the  world  can  be  freed  from  the 
suggested  dreaded  domination.  The  two  points 
are  very  closely  related. 

In  dealing  with  the  first,  two  ways  are  open. 
We  can  die  trying  to  out-Hitler  Hitler.  That  is 
the  way  suggested  by  the  rabbi  and  clearly  im- 
plied in  the  editorial  quoted.  Or  we  can  die  heap- 
ing coals  of  the  hotter  fire  on  the  head  of  our  ad- 
versary, overcoming  evil  with  good.  Both  meth- 
ods offer  an  excellent  chance  of  dying.  In  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  tastes  are  bound  to  differ,  but  we 
incline  strongly  to  the  last  named.  We  think  it 
the  more  glorious.  Not  only  does  it  have  the  en- 
dorsement of  Paul's  inspired  reasoning,  it  has  back 
of  it  the  high  example  of  our  Lord. 

Best  of  all,  it  has  ahead  of  it  a  prospect  with  a 
real  thrill  in  it,  the  prospect  of  certain  victory. 
The  only  uncertain  factor  involved  is  that  of  time. 
That  isn't  our  worry.  God  has  boundless  stores  of 
it  on  hand.  He  can  slice  off  as  large  a  section  of 
the  future  as  may  be  required  at  any  moment  and 
still  have  as  much  left  as  before. 

The  other  method  has  no  such  prospect  before 
it,  even  beyond  the  most  distant  horizon.  On  that 
basis  there's  nothing  ahead  but  an  interminable 
struggle  for  material  mastery,  a  struggle  which 
can  never  end  until  the  method  is  abandoned.  Ev- 
ery armistice  contains  the  guarantee  of  its  own 
failure. 

This  thought  has  led  us  right  into  the  answer  to 
the  other  question,  how  we  can  make  our  dying 
effective  in  ridding  the  world  of  Hitler  tyranny. 
That  it  will  take  plenty  of  dying  we  cannot  doubt. 
Neither  can  we  doubt  that  this  will  be  the  dying 
which  belongs  to  the  method  of  Jesus  in  over- 
coming the  world. 

They  are  indeed  right  who  say  that  Christ  alone 
can  destroy  this  awful  plague  and  bring  world 
peace.  In  doing  it  he  will  not  adopt  the  Hitler 
technique.  He  will  use  his  own  weapons  and  they 
are  not  carnal.  He  will  not  belie  his  divine  son- 
ship  nor  deny  his  own  nature.  He  is  the  supreme 
champion  of  the  doctrine  of  self-denial  but  it  isn't 
that  kind. 

He  wants  us  to  help  him  rid  the  world  of  Hitler 
tyranny.  We  can  do  it  by  living  and  dying  his 
way.  E.  f. 

The  Mark  of  the  Beast 

An  earnest  pastor  has  found  a  way  of  identi- 
fying the  arch-tyrant  of  Europe  with  the  beast  of 


Revelation  whose  number  is  six  hundred  and 
sixty-six.  We  know  that  the  science  (?)  of  nu- 
merology has  almost  infinite  possibilities. 

There  is  another  way,  however,  of  recognizing 
the  mark  of  this  unlovely  animal,  available  to  all 
who  can  tell  the  difference  between  the  works  of 
the  flesh  and  the  fruit  of  the  spirit.  It  has  the 
endorsement  of  both  Jesus  and  Paul.  We  recom- 
mend it  as  the  simplest  and  most  reliable. 

We  also  recommend  more  diligence  in  preach- 
ing the  gospel  of  Christ,  knowing  that  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  and  that  the  tri- 
umph of  the  wicked  is  short.  e.  f. 

Shall  I  Be  Kind? 

If  I  beat  my  animals,  lord  it  over  my  family, 
and  quarrel  with  my  neighbors  I  can  hardly  ex- 
pect beast  or  man  to  care  for  me.  In  the  long  run 
I  will  get  about  what  I  show  myself  worthy  to  re- 
ceive. It  would  therefore  seem  that  my  own 
interests  are  best  served  when  I  am  kind. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  good  way  to  get  a  smile 
is  to  wear  a  smile.  I  know  that  if  I  am  rude  and 
sarcastic  my  fellow  workers  will  lose  patience 
with  me.  It  is  really  amazing  how  one's  attitude 
conditions  the  state  of  his  relations  with  others. 
If  I  am  thoughtful,  generous  and  kind,  I  may  be 
sure  that  most  people  will  work  with  and  for  me. 

It  might  almost  be  said  that  modern  business 
rests  upon  a  code  of  kindness.  For  business  can- 
not proceed  except  as  business  men  have  mutual 
confidence  and  deal  with  each  other  as  neighbors. 
Sales  and  service  is  not  an  empty  phrase.  It  is 
just  a  roundabout  way  of  saying  that  it  pays  to 
be  kind. 

Many  have  observed  that  the  rain  falls  on  the 
unjust  as  well  as  upon  the  just.  This  suggests 
that  the  Lord  of  all  is  beneficent,  kind.  His  pur- 
pose includes  kindly  thought  for  all.  Thus  when 
I  am  kind  I  am  like  the  Lord  and  Father  of  man- 
kind. I  am  fitting  myself  into  his  plan  for  the 
universe. 

Though  the  armies  of  the  world  march  by  as 
symbols  of  power,  and  seem  to  be  immediately 
and  terribly  efficient,  Paul  was  right  when  he 
said,  "Be  ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted, 
forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's 
sake  hath  forgiven  you." 

One  can  tear  open  a  bud,  but  he  cannot  by  such 
means  compel  a  flower  to  bloom.  That  must  come 
about  by  the  action  of  inner  forces  which  can  be 
stimulated  by  love  and  care.  It  is  so  with  the 
human  heart.  It  can  be  crushed  but  not  mastered 
— except  through  what  it  takes  for  love  and  kind- 
ness, h.  A.  B. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


This  is  the  party  that  went  to  the  Amsterdam  Conference  in  1939,  and 
later  visited  the  Schwarzenau  community.  In  front,  reader's  left  to  right: 
Kurtis  Naylor  and  L.  S.  Brubaker;  back  row:  Paul  Kinsel,  Deane  Rumburg, 
Lester  Young,  Vera  Miller,  A.  Stauffer  Curry. 


How  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Came  to  Be 


BY   J.   E.    MILLER 

(The  following  is  a  selection  from  chapter  one  of  the  author's 
forthcoming  book,  The  Story  of  Our  Church.) 

Come  with  me  to  the  historic  Rhine  region  with 
its  castles,  its  terraced,  vine-clad  hills,  and  its  lib- 
erty-loving people  as  they  are  busy  with  their 
several  occupations.  It  is  a  period  of  religious  un- 
rest, of  spiritual  awakening.  Down  the  road  come 
two  men  on  horseback,  engaged  in  earnest  conver- 
sation. They  have  often  traveled  thus  up  and 
down  the  Rhine  Valley.  They  are  not  in  harmony 
with  the  state  churches  and  are  discussing  relig- 
ious matters.  They  have  been  associated  with  the 
Pietists,  and  are  on  one  of  their  preaching  tours, 
proclaiming  the  gospel  as  best  they  have  been  able 
to  understand  it  from  long  study.  They  believe 
that  Christianity  is  a  Christlike  way  of  life.  They 
condemn  loose  living  and  insist  that  the  conduct 
of  Christians  must  be  of  higher  standard  than  that 
so  commonly  found  in  adherents  to  the  state 
churches.  Their  preaching  has  brought  them  into 
conflict  with  the  civil  and  religious  authorities,  at 
whose  hands  they  have  suffered  persecution,  im- 
prisonment and  the  spoiling  of  their  goods.  They 
do  not  murmur,  for  they  have  taken  seriously  the 
Master's  statement:  "Blessed  are  they  that  have 
been  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake:  for  theirs 
is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Blessed  are  ye  when 
men  shall  reproach  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely,  for  my 
sake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for  great  is 
your  reward  in  heaven:  for  so  persecuted  they 
the  prophets  before  you"  (Matt.  5:10-12).  They 
travel  and  preach  at  their  own  expense,  and  glad- 
ly accept  the  reward  their  Lord  promised  them. 
They  have  lived  and  studied  together,  and  are 
eager  to  share  their  Christian  experience  with 
others. 

Who  are  these  two  men?  Alexander  Mack  and 
Ernest  Christoph  Hochmann  von  Hochenau.  For 
short  we  will  call  them  Mack  and  Hochmann. 
Neither  is  in  full  accord  with  the  established 
churches.     They   have   mingled   much   with   the 


Pietists  and  have  much  in  common  with  them. 
Hochmann  will  probably  remain  a  Pietist,  but  not 
Mack,  whose  soul  craves  something  that  Pietism 
cannot  satisfy.  As  Mack  studied  his  New  Testa- 
ment the  religion  of  Jesus  appealed  to  him  as  a 
way  of  life  shaped  and  directed  by  full  obedience 
to  all  New  Testament  teaching.  Always  that  was 
fundamental  with  him.  He  saw  that  not  only  was 
fellowship  with  the  saints  taught,  but  a  church 
was  required  to  observe  ordinances.  His  soul  was 
grieved  that  the  established  churches  were  so  lack- 
ing in  spirituality,  and  fell  far  short  in  teaching 
and  practicing  the  ordinances.  Nor  was  Mack 
alone  in  this.  There  were  others  like  him.  All 
such  were  branded  as  religious  dissenters.  The 
aftermath  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  which  was 
largely  a  religious  war,  left  much  to  be  desired  by 
those  out  of  harmony  with  the  established 
churches. 

Mack  and  his  group  gave  themselves  to  Bible 
study  and  interpretation.  They  believed  that  God 
was  speaking  to  them  through  his  Word  and  that 
they  would  most  readily  and  most  nearly  under- 
stand his  message  if  they  would  accept  it  at  its 
face  value.  This  enabled  them  to  avoid  wild 
speculation  in  their  Bible  study,  and  prepared 
them  to  accept  the  truth  when  and  as  they  found 
it.  Thus  it  was,  that,  abandoning  all  man-made 
creeds,  they  gave  themselves  to  prayer,  Bible 
study,  and  meditation,  maintained  an  unshakable 
faith  that  God  would  reveal  his  will,  and  deter- 
mined to  go  wherever  God  would  lead  them.  They 
did  not  go  far  until  they  were  ready  to  accept  the 
New  Testament  as  their  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 
Yes,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  had  its  origin  in 
Bible  study,  and  Bible  study  has  marked  it  all 
along  the  way.  The  Methodist  Church  was  born 
in  a  revival,  and  a  revival  church  it  has  ever  been. 
The  Salvation  Army  had  its  birth  in  the  slums, 
and  in  the  slums  it  has  found  its  great  field  for 
Christian  service. 
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Having  accepted  the  New  Testament  as  their 
guide,  they  sought  studiously  to  know  all  its 
teachings.  They  found  faith  fundamental.  They 
knew  they  were  sinners,  they  were  sorry  for  their 
sins,  and  they  desired  to  turn  from  their  sins. 
They  accepted  the  New  Testament  teaching  that 
sinful  men  need  a  Savior,  and  that  they  must  re- 
pent of  their  sins.  Faith  and  repentance  became 
fundamental  in  their  Bible  study. 

They  read  that  John  preached  repentance  and 
baptized  the  repentant  multitudes,  that  Jesus  was 
baptized,  and  commanded  others  to  be  baptized, 
that  the  apostles  baptized,  and  that  the  church 
through  all  the  ages  had  continued  the  practice. 
In  the  New  Testament  they  found  baptism  in  close 
connection  with  faith  and  repentance.  They 
read  the  story  of  Pentecost  and  studied  Peter's 
great  sermon.  They  heard  those  who  were 
"pricked  in  their  heart"  cry  out,  "Brethren,  what 
shall  we  do?"  They  read  Peter's  reply:  "Repent 
ye,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  unto  the  remission  of  your  sins; 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
For  to  you  is  the  promise,  and  to  your  children, 
and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call  unto  him"  (Acts  2:37-39). 
They  accepted  the  promise.  They  considered 
themselves  among  those  "afar  off"  and  those  whom 
God  had  called.  They  would  not  claim  the  prom- 
ise unless  they  accepted  the  command  to  be  bap- 
tized. They  found  faith,  repentance  and  baptism 
closely  associated  in  the  New  Testament.  Not  so 
in  the  established  churches,  where  infants,  who 
could  neither  believe  nor  repent,  were  the  regular 
subjects  of  baptism.  They  could  in  no  way  recon- 
cile the  prevailing  practice  of  infant  baptism  with 
positive  New  Testament  teaching  of  faith  and  re- 
pentance as  requisites  for  baptism. 

This  led  them  to  a  thorough  study  of  baptism. 
They  studied  it  from  both  the  Biblical  and  histor- 
ical point  of  view.  Their  Biblical  studies  told  them 
that  baptism  is  for  believers.  Scholars  told  them 
that  the  word  translated  baptize  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament meant  dip,  immerse.  They  found  in  his- 
tory that  the  early  mode  of  baptism  was  true  im- 
mersion. But  they  would  make  doubly  sure.  Mack 
sought  light  wherever  he  went.  His  views  were 
confirmed  as  he  interviewed  scholars.  He  read 
again  the  command  of  Jesus  to  baptize  as  recorded 
by  Matthew  in  the  great  commission.  He  saw  that 
it,  too,  commanded  trine  immersion.  Only  a  triple 
action  would  satisfy  the  command,  "baptizing 
them  into  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit"  (Matt.  28: 19).  With  such 
zeal  and  pains  did  these  early  Brethren  search  for 
the  truth. 


As  they  studied  Matthew  18  they  met  Peter's 
question  about  forgiveness.  Jesus  stressed  the 
forgiving  spirit  to  a  degree  that  the  apostles  had 
never  heard  of.  He  also  told  how  to  deal  with 
unrepentant  transgressors.  He  spoke  of  discipline 
on  the  part  of  the  church.  "Tell  it  unto  the  church" 
could  not  be  idle  words.  Some  of  the  Pietists  be- 
lieved in  the  church.  Others,  because  of  the  short- 
comings of  the  church  in  certain  matters,  dis- 
carded all  formal  church  organization.  Mack  be- 
longed to  the  former;  Hochmann  to  the  latter. 
They  had  long  been  fast  friends.  Both  were  dili- 
gent, sincere  seekers  after  the  truth.  On  the  mat- 
ter of  a  formal  church  organization  they  did  not 
agree.  Neither  could  yield  in  what  he  considered 
to  be  vital,  essential  and  Biblical.  Having  come  to 
the  fork  of  the  road  they  separated,  each  to  go  his 
own  way.  Mack  and  his  group  continued  their 
studies.  The  sifting  continued  until  finally  eight 
souls- — five  men  and  three  women — were  ready  to 
associate  themselves  in  a  visible,  formal  church 
organization. 

Elgin,  III. 

All  rights  reserved 


"Thy  Kingdom  Come" 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

These  are  words  which  we  as  followers  of  Jesus 
use  very  frequently.  When  we  utter  them  what 
do  we  mean  by  them?  What  is  our  conception  of 
the  coming  of  the  kingdom?  What  changes  will 
be  necessary  in  ourselves  and  in  society  in  gen- 
eral before  the  world  will  be  ready  for  the  coming 
of  the  kingdom?  Men  have  expressed  their  ideas 
of  the  kingdom,  but  none  of  them  seem  to  be  at  all 
satisfactory.  What  are  we  expecting  to  do  when 
we  get  into  the  kingdom,  and  do  we  now  consider 
ourselves  fit  subjects  for  that  kingdom?  What 
have  we  done  that  makes  us  worthy  to  enter  in  and 
be  at  home  there? 

The  best  place,  and  the  only  reliable  place,  to 
learn  about  this  kingdom  is  in  the  Bible,  especially 
in  the  New  Testament.  That  is  authoritative,  and 
it  is  the  final  word  on  the  subject.  The  directions 
for  getting  there  and  entering  in  are  all  made 
plain.  We  can  learn  what  kind  of  persons  belong 
there.  Note  some  of  the  words  of  Jesus  himself 
about  the  kingdom.  When  he  was  here  in  the 
flesh  he  said  the  kingdom  of  God  was  at  hand,  and 
that  those  who  heard  him  should  repent  and  be- 
lieve the  gospel.  He  went  out  and  preached  the 
good  news,  and  he  sent  others  out  to  do  likewise. 
When  he  left  the  world  he  gave  commandment 
that  those  who  followed  him  should  go  and  teach 
until  the  whole  world  was  reached. 

And  notice  the  first  teaching,  "The  kingdom  of 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  24,  1941 


God  is  at  hand:  repent  ye,  and  believe  the  gospel." 
John  the  Baptist  came  and  taught  repentance. 
The  Jews  had  been  a  sinful  people,  so  sinful  that 
God  repeatedly  allowed  them  to  be  slaves  of  the 
heathen.  And  repentance  means  to  be  sorry  for 
sin,  so  sorry  that  one  turns  from  it.  When  the 
punishment  came  and  their  sufferings  were  great, 
then  they  were  sorry.  But  they  did  not  go  on  and 
amend  their  lives.  We  know  how  long  they  con- 
tinued in  this  way;  but  they  were  as  bad  as  ever 
in  the  time  of  Christ.  Recall  the  hard  charges  he 
brought  against  them  as  a  nation. 

When  Jesus  came  to  them  he  added  something 
to  the  old  call  to  repentance,  "Repent  ye,  and  be- 
lieve the  gospel."  They  were  not  only  to  turn 
away  from  their  old  sin,  but  to  lay  hold  on  some- 
thing else;  and  that  something  else,  that  gospel, 
was  intended  to  be  an  anchor  to  the  soul.  Our 
hope  rests  in  the  truth  of  the  gospel  and  in  the  . 
faithfulness  of  the  Author  of  that  gospel.  This 
hope  is  an  anchor  both  sure  and  steadfast.  Re- 
pentance from  past  sins  and  firm  faith  in  the  gospel 
and  its  Author  give  entrance  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  here  and  in  the  world  to  come.  These  two, 
repentance  and  belief  in  the  gospel,  are  funda- 
mental, indispensable. 

In  the  beatitudes  Jesus  gave  other  character- 
istics: 

"Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit." 

"Blessed  are  they  that  mourn." 

"Blessed  are  the  meek." 

"Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness." 

"Blessed  are  the  merciful." 

"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart." 

"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers,"  and  this  does  not 
include  those  who  make  peace  by  filling  cemeter- 
ies. 

"Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for 
righteousness'  sake." 

"Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and 
persecute  you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil 
against  you  falsely,  for  my  sake." 

Men  and  women  who  stand  the  test  in  these 
qualities  are  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Peter  wrote  to  those  who  were  in  the  kingdom 
of  God  on  earth:  "His  divine  power  hath  given 
unto  us  all  things  that  pertain  unto  life  and  godli- 
ness through  the  knowledge  of  him  that  hath 
called  us  to  glory  and  virtue;  whereby  are  given 
unto  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises: 
that  by  these  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the  divine 
nature,  having  escaped  the  corruption  that  is  in 
the  world  through  lust.  And  beside  this,  giving 
all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith  virtue;  and  to  vir- 
tue knowledge:     and  to  knowledge  temperance; 


and  to  temperance  patience;  and  to  patience  godli- 
ness; and  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness;  and  to 
brotherly  kindness  charity." 

Much  more  might  be  said  about  those  who  will 
be  counted  worthy  of  a  home  in  the  city  of  God. 
And  this  cannot  be  because  of  any  merit  of  our 
own.  "By  grace  are  ye  saved,  through  faith:  and 
that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God." 
"Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  for- 
eigners, but  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of 
the  household  of  God."  "Put  on  the  new  man, 
which  after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and 
true  holiness."  "Seeing  then  that  all  these  things 
shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons  ought 
ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness." 

If  we  believe  these  things,  is  it  not  passing 
strange  that  we  do  not  live  more  as  we  ought  to 
when  looking  forward  to  such  a  future?  "This  is 
a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners; of  whom  I  am  chief."  "I  therefore  beseech 
you,  that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  where- 
with ye  are  called,  with  all  lowliness  and  meek- 
ness, with  longsuffering,  forbearing  one  another  in 
love;  endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace."  "I  press  toward  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus."  "God,  who  hath  saved  us,  and  called  us 
with  an  holy  calling."  "We  pray  for  you  always, 
that  our  God  would  count  you  worthy  of  this 
calling."  "Wherefore,  holy  brethren,  partakers  of 
the  heavenly  calling." 

Would  that  we  could  more  fully  realize  what  a 
high  calling  is  ours,  this  calling  to  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  that  we  would  live  more  worthy  of  it; 
for  in  all  the  earth  there  is  no  other  calling  that 
can  be  compared  with  it  for  importance  and  glory. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 


Humility 

BY   ROY   WHITE 

Even  under  the  shadow  of  the  cross,  Jesus  paused 
to  teach  the  twelve  apostles  humility.  No  doubt 
they  needed  this,  and  yet  no  more  than  do  his  fol- 
lowers. 

A  young  couple  quarreled  and  were  both  un- 
happy and  half-penitent.  Unkind  words  which 
they  really  did  not  mean  had  been  spoken  on  both 
sides.  Then  pride  entered  in  and  sealed  the  divi- 
sion permanently  between  them.  If  either  one 
had  possessed  enough  of  the  grace  of  humility, 
they  would  have  broken  down  the  wall  of  reserve 
between  them,  but  they  both  were  proud.  What 
might  have  been  a  lovely  home  was  broken  and 
beautiful  dreams  never  were  realized,  because 
they  were  proud. 
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Two  Brethren  disagreed,  in  the  very  church  of 
God.  They  became  heated  in  their  argument. 
The  subject  they  discussed  was  not  very  impor- 
tant, but  they  both  made  strong  statements  be- 
fore witnesses  and  they  both  were  proud.  Others 
took  sides  and  the  division  affected  many  in  the 
church.  The  work  of  God  in  that  place  was 
seriously  checked.  Either  one  of  them  could  have 
started  a  chain  of  events  which  would  have  led 
to  apology  and  forgiveness  and  peace  and  the  will 
of  God — but  they  were  proud.  So  is  many  another 
who  bears  the  name  "Christian"  even  in  our 
church  and  yet  today. 

Chicago,  III. 


The  Confidence  of  the  Government  in  Our 
Interpretation  of  Service 

BY  CLARENCE  B.   FIKE 

The  government  has  given  the  church  a  vote  of 
confidence.  We  cannot  afford  to  betray  this 
vote.  Our  action  will  not  only  determine  the 
faith  of  the  government  in  us,  but  will  set  the  at- 
titude she  will  hold  to  others  who  take  a  like  inter- 
pretation in  the  future. 
I.  The  government  has  given  a  vote  of  confidence. 

1.  Our  convictions  on  war  are  known  to  the  of- 
ficials of  the  government.  They  have  been  con- 
stantly aware  of  our  movements.  Everything  has 
been  done  aboveboard.  They  have  not  only  recog- 
nized our  work  at  home,  but  they  have  been  con- 
scious of  our  peace  action  abroad. 

2.  This  vote  of  confidence  has  come  in  a  time  of 
a  national  fear  of  internal  enemies.  The  bund,  the 
fascist,  communism,  the  fifth  column,  or  whatever 
term  you  may  place  upon  the  internal  enemy,  all 
are  under  the  governmental  X  ray.  Our  action 
has  also  passed  under  this  X  ray.  The  men  who 
have  been  appointed  to  keep  their  earphones  on 
the  heart  of  the  nation  have  declared  our  pulse 
safe.  They  have  pronounced  us  healthy  citizens. 
The  red  sign  is  not  on  our  door. 

The  President  has  approved  the  church  camps 
as  an  outlet  of  service  under  this  phase  of  the 
Conscription  Act.  The  leaders  of  the  country  are 
cognizant  of  the  need  of  America's  inner  defenses. 
They  realize  our  nation  cannot  long  endure  apart 
from  a  high  moral  standard.  Their  decision  in  re- 
lationship to  those  who  oppose  war,  I  believe,  is 
twofold.  First,  they  believe  those  who  oppose 
war  can  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  na- 
tional welfare  under  a  program  which  does  not 
demand  the  sacrifice  of  personal  conscience. 
They  believe  in  the  voice  of  the  minorities  as  well 
as  in  the  voice  of  the  majorities.  Second,  they  be- 
lieve that  man  in  the  performance  of  a  task  which 


is  contrary  to  the  spirit  which  he  possesses  can 
not  be  efficient.     Real  service  regardless  of  the 
nature  of  the  obligation  cannot  be  rendered  in  a 
halfhearted  manner. 
II.  We  must  not  betray  this  confidence. 

1.  We  can  be  true  to  this  trust  by  building  the 
moral  defense  of  our  nation.  The  nation  cannot 
long  endure  apart  from  a  strong  moral  resource. 
The  church  can  thus  help  build  America's  de- 
fenses. No  nation  can  be  sure  of  the  democratic 
way  of  life  apart  from  Christian  ideals  and  the 
privilege  to  pursue  them.  We  can  then  be  true 
to  our  country  and  our  Christ  in  the  support  of  our 
moral  obligations. 

2.  We  can  be  true  to  this  trust  and  maintain  our 
allegiance  to  God.  In  Germany  you  have  a  na- 
tion moving  on  the  doctrine  that  the  first  and  high- 
est allegiance  is  not  to  God,  but  to  the  state.  Un- 
der this  program  that  which  is  considered  wrong 
is  right  if  it  serves  the  state.  Honor,  truth,  and 
respect  for  the  rights  of  others  can  be  cast  to  the 
elements  if  the  act  in  so  doing  serves  the  state. 
Under  this  program  superiority  of  race  is  empha- 
sized. This  leads  to  strife,  oppression,  hatred  and 
bitterness. 

The  Christian  program  demands  respect  to  the 
state  and  utilization  of  right  in  the  service  of  the 
state.  But  the  realism  of  the  Christian  way  will 
not  cast  honor,  truth,  and  the  respect  of  the  rights 
of  others  to  the  elements  in  order  to  serve  the 
state.  The  Christian  faith  demands  the  preserva- 
tion of  truth  and  right.  The  Christian  thought 
holds  all  men  as  equal  in  the  sight  of  God.  Belief 
in  the  brotherhood  of  man  as  taught  by  Jesus 
Christ  smothers  the  spirit  of  hatred  and  establishes 
the  spirit  of  love  and  unity.  The  spirit  of  the 
equality  of  men  is  as  essential  to  the  life  of  a  de- 
mocracy as  lime  is  to  sour  soil.  In  the  mainten- 
ance of  Christian  ideals,  we  are  true  to  God  and  a 
blessing  to  our  country. 

3.  We  can  be  true  to  this  trust  by  being  Chris- 
tian in  fact  as  well  as  in  word.  If  we  love  Christ, 
we  will  have  to  think  of  being  Christian  in  fact  as 
well  as  in  word.  Especially  is  this  true  in  our  pres- 
ent world.  To  do  this,  there  will  be  a  demand  to 
pay  the  price.  As  long  as  we  have  men  who  are 
willing  to  repudiate  Christian  standards  to  meet 
their  ends,  we  will  need  men  who  will  stake  their 
lives  on  the  standards  of  Christ.  There  is  the  spirit 
which  destroys  life  to  meet  its  end.  Many  are 
engaged  in  this  program.  This  spirit  seeks  to  save 
life  by  destroying  other  life.  Then,  there  is  the 
spirit  which  seeks  to  preserve  life  to  meet  its 
ends.  This  spirit  does  not  extinguish  the  smoking 
flax,  or  break  the  bruised  reed.  It  seeks  to  save 
life  by  giving  its  life.    To  which  spirit  do  we  as 
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Christians  owe  our  allegiance?  We  cannot  be 
faithful  to  both. 

Even  as  it  is  true  that  the  army  of  the  country 
cannot  go  far  with  men  whose  spirits  do  not 
serve  with  them,  the  program  entrusted  to  the 
church  by  the  government  cannot  accomplish  its 
task  effectively  unless  the  men  in  its  ranks  are  liv- 
ing testimonies  of  the  position  they  hold.  If  our 
fires  of  Christian  faith  burn  lower  and  lower  in 
America,  our  democracy  is  unsafe.  Our  govern- 
mental officials  are  not  ignorant  of  what  can  rise 
out  of  a  congregation  of  man  power  under  discip- 
line. The  fact  that  our  boys  are  committed  to  us 
for  this  period  of  training  is  evidence  of  the  faith 
they  have  in  the  movement  of  the  church.  We 
dare  not  betray  this  trust. 

Hitler  declared  to  his  soldiers,  "Today  you  enter 
upon  a  battle  that  will  decide  Germany's  destiny 
for  a  thousand  years."  Today  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  along  with  other  peace  churches,  has 
launched  forth  on  an  enterprise  which  will  win  or 
lose  for  her  the  right  to  her  peace  testimony. 
That  testimony  maintains  that  war  or  any  par- 
ticipation in  war  is  wrong  and  entirely  incompat- 
ible with  the  spirit,  example,  and  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  am  sure  that  this  program  will 
suffer  unless  we  invest  some  real  red-blooded  liv- 
ing in  it.  It  will  take  a  greater  vision  than 
Judas  had  not  to  betray  Christ  in  this  program. 
All  Judas  was  able  to  see  was  the  political  king- 
dom. We  must  not  ignore  our  civil  kingdom,  but 
unless  our  vision  goes  beyond  the  horizon  of  man's 
power,  we  too  will  accept  the  price  of  a  slave. 
America  will  be  watching  our  own  work  tables  for 
action.  Woe  unto  America  and  to  Christianity  in 
America  if  we  sleep  now. 

Freeport,  III. 


The  Christmas  Spirit  Needed  Now 

•BY  J.  P.  DICKEY 

In  1915  on  the  western  front  two  hostile  armies 
had  dug  in  within  speaking  distance.  It  meant 
death  to  any  mother's  son  to  expose  himself  to 
the  view  of  the  enemy.  But  Christmas  gifts  and 
greetings  from  home  had  reached  the  boys  in 
trenches.  A  big  Irishman,  gift  and  greeting  in 
hand,  thinking  of  home,  mother,  sweetheart,  death 
and  God,  went  over  the  top  without  weapons.  In 
clarion  voice  he  shouted  to  friend  and  foe  alike, 
"A  merry  Christmas  to  you."  A  Boche  then  came 
over  the  top,  cast  his  rifle  and  helmet  to  the 
ground  and  responded  in  kind.  "There  was  tu- 
mult in  the  air,"  but  it  was  a  tumult  of  goodwill. 

Then  for  hours,  contrary  to  military  discipline 
and  official  remonstrance,  two  enemy  armies  fel- 


lowshiped  as  men  and  gloriously  celebrated 
Christmas  before  military  discipline  and  death 
again  prevailed  to  make  them  enemies.  That  scene 
was  a  prophetic  vision  of  what  shall  yet  be  be- 
cause of  the  Christ  Child  of  the  manger. 

From  the  Magi  come  the  star  and  goodwill 
gift,  from  the  Germans  the  yule  tree,  from  the 
Romans  the  feast,  from  the  Spanish  and  the  Dutch 
the  name  of  Santa  Claus,  from  America  the  tur- 
key, and  from  the  persecuted  Jew  the  Christ 
Child,  our  Savior.  "Behold  I  bring  you  good  tid- 
ings of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people." 

A  great  composite  picture  yet  to  be! 

Pomona,  Calif. 


A  Further  Thought  on  Standing  Committee 

BY  NORMAN  A.   SEESE 

I  have  read  with  interest  the  report  of  the  spe- 
cial committee  appointed  by  the  Ocean  Grove 
Conference  to  study  and  report  on  the  idea  of  a 
wider  representation  on  Standing  Committee. 
Since  reading  the  report  which  the  Committee 
will  bring  before  this  Conference  I  feel  that  it  is 
in  keeping  with  the  best  interests  of  the  church. 
To  some  it  may  seem  to  reflect  upon  the  com- 
petency and  character  of  the  eldership  of  the 
church  from  whose  membership  the  Committee  in 
the  past  has  been  chosen.  I  think,  however,  the 
true  spirit  back  of  the  report  and  of  the  query 
which  raised  the  issue  is  not  that.  But  it  seems 
to  me  that  by  widening  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion, diversified  talent  can  be  enlisted  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  church  at  an  important  place.  I  also 
believe  there  will  be  no  lowering  of  the  past  char- 
acter of  the  Committee. 

There  is,  however,  another  phase  of  Standing 
Committee  relative  to  tenure  of  service  on  the 
Committee  which  I  feel  should  be  considered  now 
that  the  matter  is  open  for  study  and  discussion 
and,  probably,  change.  I  believe  the  efficiency  of 
Standing  Committee  would  be  greatly  improved 
if  members  were  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years 
instead  of  just  one.  They  should  be  elected  so 
that  approximately  one-half  of  the  membership 
retires  each  year.  This  would  give  an  added  ele- 
ment of  stability  and  a  carry-over  of  familiarity 
with  the  previous  years'  business  which  would  be 
a  distinct  advantage.  We  observe  the  same  prin- 
ciple when  appointing  the  membership  of  our  gen- 
eral boards,  and  also  in  appointing  district  boards. 
It  is  the  principle  generally  followed  when  boards 
of  directors,  trustee  bodies,  school  boards,  and 
legislative  bodies  are  appointed. 

In  these  strenuous  days  in  which  we  are  now 
living,  I  believe  that  the  church  will  be  served 
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better  by  a  Standing  Committee  whose  member- 
ship is  not  confined  to  the  eldership  of  the  church 
and  one  whose  members  hold  office  for  two  years 
instead  of  one.  Fortunately  for  this  plan,  most  of 
our  districts  elect  two  members  on  Standing  Com- 
mittee. They  could  then  elect  one  each  year  for 
a  term  of  two  years.  A  few  elect  only  one.  They 
could  continue  to  elect  for  one  year;  it  would 
affect  the  holdover  but  slightly.  Then  there  are 
a  few  districts  which  elect  three  members  and 
they  could  elect  one  for  two  years  and  two  for  one 
year.  There  might  be  other  matters  of  detail 
which  would  need  to  be  worked  out,  but  certainly 
there  is  nothing  which  would  give  serious  trouble. 
Petersburg,  W.  Va. 


"The   Conscientious    Objector   Under   the 
Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940" 

BY  PAUL  H.   BOWMAN 
Director  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

Note:  Sections  of  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  entitled  The  Conscientious 
Objector  Under  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940 — 
Work  of  National  Importance,  which  describes  the  rights  and 
possible  alternatives  of  the  conscientious  objector  as  authorized 
by  the  President  and  other  officials  of  the  United  States,  will  be 
reprinted  in  these  columns  as  a  series  of  four  articles.  This  is  the 
second  article  in  that  series. 

And  another  section  of  the  memorandum  defines, 
broadly,  the  meaning  of  "religious  training  and  belief." 
"Religious  training  or  discipline  may  be  considered  as 
having  been  received  in  the  home,  in  the  church,  in 
other  organizations  whose  influence  is  religious  though 
not  professedly  such,  in  the  school,  or  in  the  individual's 
own  personal  experience  and  conduct  of  life.  Any  and 
all  influences  which  have  contributed  to  the  consistent 
endeavor  to  live  the  good  life  may  be  classed  as  're- 
ligious training.'  Belief  signifies  sincere  convictions. 
Religious  belief  signifies  sincere  conviction  as  to  the 
supreme  worth  of  that  to  which  one  gives  his  supreme 
allegiance. 

"  '.  .  .  conscientiously  .  .  .  opposed  to  participation  in 
war  in  any  form'  may  be  interpreted  as  meaning  that 
a  person  may  have  become  a  conscientious  objector  to 
war,  either  by  specific  teaching,  as  for  instance,  the 
Quaker  tenet  of  non-participation  in  war,  or  by  specific 
application  of  fundamental  doctrines,  as  for  instance, 
the  Christian  doctrines  of  reverence  for  life,  "non- 
retaliation,'  'brotherly  love,'  expressed  in  phrases  such 
as  'Love  your  enemies';  'Render  to  no  man  evil';  etc." 

Noncombatant  Service 

The  first  point  of  deferment  provides  for  exemption 
from  service  in  combatant  regiments  or  units  of  the 
army  and  navy,  for  those  judged  sincere  by  local  boards, 
who  are  conscientiously  able  to  accept  noncombatant 
training  and  service  under  the  military  authorities.  On 
December  6,  1940,  President  Roosevelt  signed  an 
Executive  Order  defining  the  branches  of  the  army 
which  are  considered  as  noncombatant  and  providing 
for  assignment  of  those  conscientious  objectors  able  to 
accept  such  service  in  the  order  in  which  their  numbers 
are  called  by  local  boards. 

The  Executive  Order  reads  as  follows: 


1.  "By  virtue  of  authority  contained  in  section  5  (g) 
of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940,  ap- 
proved September  16,  1940,  whereby  it  is  provided: 

"Nothing  contained  in  the  Act  shall  be  construed  to 
require  any  person  to  be  subject  to  combatant  training 
and  service  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  who  by  reason  of  religious  training  and  belief  is 
conscientiously  opposed  to  participation  in  war  in  any 
form.  Any  such  person  claiming  such  exemption  from 
combatant  training  and  service  because  of  such  con- 
scientious objections  whose  claim  is  sustained  by  the 
local  board  shall  if  he  is  inducted  into  the  land  and 
naval  forces  under  this  Act,  be  assigned  to  noncom- 
batant service  as  defined  by  the  President,  or  shall,  if 
he  is  found  to  be  conscientiously  opposed  to  participa- 
tion in  such  noncombatant  service,  in  lieu  of  such  in- 
duction, be  assigned  to  work  of  national  importance 
under  civilian  direction.  .  ." 

"I  hereby  declare  that  the  following  military  service 
is  noncombatant  service: 

"(1)  Service  in  any  unit  which  is  unarmed  at  all 
times. 

"(2)  Service  in  the  Medical  Department  wherever 
performed. 

"(3)  Service  in  any  unit  or  installation  the  primary 
function  of  which  does  not  require  the  use  of  arms  in 
combat,  provided  the  individual's  assignment  within 
such  unit  or  installation  does  not  require  him  to  bear 
arms  or  to  be  trained  in  their  use. 

"I  further  declare  that  noncombatant  training  con- 
sists of  training  in  all  military  subjects  except  marks- 
manship, combat  firing,  target  practices,  and  those  sub- 
jects relating  to  the  employment  of  weapons. 

2.  Persons  inducted  in  the  military  service  under  the 
above  act  whose  claim  to  exemption  from  combatant 
training  and  service  because  of  conscientious  objection 
has  been  sustained  will  receive  noncombatant  training 
and  be  assigned  to  noncombatant  military  service  as 
defined  in  paragraph  one." 

Civilian  Service 

The  second  type  of  exemption  provides  for  those  per- 
sons conscientiously  unable  to  accept  noncombatant 
service,  but  who  are  conscientiously  able  to  perform 
"work  of  national  importance  under  civilian  direction." 

Under  army  regulation,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
President's  Order,  combatant  units  of  the  army  would 
include  infantry,  artillery  (coast,  antiaircraft,  and  field), 
cavalry,  engineers,  Air  Corps,  Armored  Force,  Chemical 
Warfare  Service,  etc. 

As  a  result  of  conferences  between  officials  of  the  Se- 
lective Service  System  and  representatives  of  the  Na- 
tional Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors,  a  program 
of  civilian  work  was  prepared  and  discussed  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  the  Administrator  of  the  Federal  Security 
Agency,  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget,  and  the  President's 
Advisory  Committee  on  Selective  Service.  On  Decem- 
ber 19,  1940,  President  Roosevelt  approved  a  memoran- 
dum submitted  by  Dr.  Dykstra  outlining  the  broad  pro- 
gram of  "work  of  national  importance  under  civilian  di- 
rection" which  would  provide  for  sincere  conscientious 
objectors. 

Approved  Plan 

The  plan  approved  by  the  President  gives  the  religious 
groups  of  America  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  in  a 
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practical  way  their  faith  in  a  different  type  of  life  by  as- 
suming the  costs  of  maintenance  and  administration  of 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  It  presents  a  great  re- 
sponsibility and  a  challenge  to  show  that  they  are  pre- 
pared to  make  financial  sacrifices  to  support  the  things 
they  hold  precious  in  our  democracy. 

Persons  drafted  for  military  service,  whether  combat- 
ant or  noncombatant,  will  be  provided  with  clothing, 
food,  and  shelter  and  all  necessary  medical,  dental  and 
hospital  care.  In  addition  they  will  receive  regular 
army  pay  of  $21  a  month  for  the  first  four  months  of 
their  service  and  $30  per  month  for  the  remaining  eight 
months.  Persons  who  perform  a  year's  service  under 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  program  will  receive  no  pay 
and  in  addition  either  they,  or  their  religious  group,  will 
pay  for  their  own  maintenance  and  the  general  admini- 
stration of  the  camps  as  an  expression  of  their  willing- 
ness to  make  sacrifices  for  the  things  they  believe  in. 

Under  the  program,  the  Federal  Security  Agency  has 
agreed  to  provide  unused  CCC  camps,  if  available;  the 
War  Department  agreed  to  provide  basic  camp  equip- 
ment (such  as  cots,  cooking  and  heating  stoves,  blankets, 
etc.)  if  such  are  available;  while  technical  agencies  like 
Interior  and  Agriculture  agree  to  provide  technical 
equipment  and  direction  for  the  work  projects.  Selec- 
tive Service  officials  will  have  the  responsibility  of 
checking  health  and  sanitary  facilities  in  the  camps. 

Camp  Administration 

The  administration  of  the  camps  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  the  Mennonite  Central 
Committee,  and  any  other  agency,  or  agencies,  which 
may  be  authorized  to  operate  camps  in  the  future.  (Note 
— Since  this  was  written  the  Catholic  Workers  have  been 
authorized  to  operate  a  camp.) 

Method  of  Assignment 

When  local  boards  are  satisfied  with  the  sincerity  of 
a  registrant  and  assign  him  to  Class  IV-E  (the  class  for 
"work  of  national  importance  under  civilian  direction"), 
his  name  and  address,  together  with  the  approximate 
date  he  will  be  called  for  service,  will  be  submitted  to 
the  national  headquarters  of  the  Selective  Service  Sys- 
tem. 

His  name  will  then  be  transmitted  by  the  Selective 
Service  System  to  the  National  Service  Board  for  Relig- 
ious Objectors.  The  National  Service  Board  will  imme- 
diately mail  him  a  questionnaire  (Form  No.  101)  which 
should  be  filled  out  and  returned  to  the  National  Service 
Board,  National  Press  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  at 
once.  On  the  basis  of  the  information  contained  in  the 
questionnaire,  and  after  consultation  with  the  three  ad- 
ministrative agencies  (American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee, Brethren  Service  Committee,  Mennonite  Central 
Committee),  the  National  Service  Board  will  inform  the 
proper  officials  of  Selective  Service  of  the  camp  location 
to  which  the  registrant  should  be  sent. 

The  local  board  will  then,  through  proper  channels  of 
the  Selective  Service  System,  be  notified  to  prepare  and 
forward  Form  D.S.S.  50  to  the  registrant.  This  form  will 
instruct  him  to  report  to  his  local  board  on  a  definite 
date  to  receive  transportation  to  camp. 

Notice  of  Assignment 

The  registrant  will  be  given  at  least  five  days'  notice 
of  the  time  he  will  report  for  camp  and  during  this  per- 


iod the  camp  director  will  receive  notice  from  the  Na- 
tional Service  Board  that  the  registrant  has  been  as- 
signed to  his  camp. 

On  arrival  at  the  camp,  the  registrant  will  be  given  a 
medical  examination  by  a  civilian  physician  employed 
by  one  of  the  three  administrative  agencies. 

Each  camp  will  provide  "work  of  national  importance" 
required  by  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of 
1940  and  a  carefully  planned  religious  and  educational 
program. 

The  medical  examination  for  each  registrant  will  be 
given  on  arrival  at  camp  and  will  be  comparable  to  the 
examination  given  at  a  military  induction  center.  Dur- 
ing the  week  or  ten  days  necessary  to  complete  the  var- 
ious injections  required  by  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Service,  the  camp  director  will  help  to  orientate 
the  new  arrival  and  to  classify  him  for  the  work  he  is 
best  able  to  perform.  Living  quarters  will  be  assigned 
and  the  whole  work  and  educational  program  explained. 

What  to  Bring  to  Camp 

Registrants  are  expected  to  bring  the  following  per- 
sonal effects  to  camp  with  them,  or  if  unable  to  provide 
any  or  all  of  the  material  listed,  to  immediately  notify 
the  administrative  agency  operating  the  camp.  They 
may  purchase  supplies  in  communities  near  the  camp  if 
they  prefer,  but  they  may  find  it  advantageous  to  secure 
them  at  home  where  they  know  the  places  of  business. 

1.  Not  more  than  one  suit  of  clothes  suitable  for  Sunday  wear. 

2.  Not   more   than    one    camp    suit;    these    clothes    suitable   for 
wear  evenings  and  Saturday  afternoon. 

3.  Overcoat. 

4.  Raincoat. 

5.  Work  clothes: 

a.  Three  pairs  of  good  quality  blue  denim  trousers. 

b.  Three  good  quality  blue  denim  jackets. 

c.  Three  good  quality  work  shirts. 

d.  Light   sweater   or   similar   windbreaker   garment   to   wear 
under  jacket  when  necessary. 

e.  Two  pairs  of  gloves. 

f.  Two  good  pairs  of  work  shoes. 

g.  One   pair   of   overshoes   (arctics), 
h.  One  warm  cap. 

i.  Six  pairs  of  work  socks. 

6.  Three  shirts  for  good  wear. 

7.  One   pair   of   good    business   shoes. 

8.  Several  pairs  of  Sunday   socks. 

9.  Underwear: 

a.  Two    pairs    medium    weight    long    underwear    with    long 
sleeves    and    legs. 

b.  Lighter  underwear  if  desired  for  camp  purposes. 

10.  Linens: 

a.  Three   bed   sheets   good   quality   at   least   63  by   99   inches 
when  finished. 

b.  Two  pillowcases  same  quality  material. 

c.  Three  hand   towels. 

d.  Two   bath   towels. 

e.  Two  wash  cloths. 

11.  Personal    items    for    supplies    may    later    be    replenished    in 

camp: 

a.  Shaving    supplies. 

b.  Dental    supplies. 

c.  Toilet   supplies. 

d.  Shoe   polish   supplies. 

e.  Stationery  and  stamps. 

f.  Literature  supplies — notebook,  devotional  literature,  Bible, 
etc. 

g.  Musical  instrument  if  desired, 
h.  Hand  mirror. 

i.  Mending  kit,  needles,  thread,  pins,  buttons,  etc. 
j.  Other    personal    items,    other    things    you    consider    indis- 
pensable.    Do   not  bring   a   whole   wardrobe. 

(To  Be  Continued) 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Gleanings  From  the 
Bulsar  Past  Records 

BY  AMSEY   AND  FLORENCE   BOLLINGER 

Since  Bulsar  was  our  first  mission  station  opened  in 
India,  the  following  "firsts"  may  prove  of  general  in- 
terest. 

1895 — March — First  Brethren  Missionaries  to  India,  Bro. 
and  Sister  Stover  and  Sister  Bertha  Ryan,  came 
to  Bulsar. 
1896 — First  converts  baptized. 
1899 — First  Church   of  the  Brethren   in   India   (Bulsar) 

organized. 
1907 — First  Indian  minister  elected. 

1908 — First  Brethren  church  building  in  India  erected  at 
Bulsar  and  dedicated  in  March  of  1909.    The  con- 
gregation still  worships  in  this  building. 
1917 — First  hospital  built — Quinter  Memorial  Hospital. 
This  was  never  completed  according  to  original 
plans,  but  the  work  is  carried  on  in  a  dispensary 
with  an  operating  room  added,   and   in  lines  of 
rooms  for  patients. 
1926 — First  Indian  elders,  Govindji  K.  Satvedi  and  Nar- 
anji  V.  Solanki,  were  ordained  at  Bulsar.     Both 
these  elders  are  still  at  work  in  Bulsar  district. 
In  the  old  days  at  Bulsar  there  was  much  going  on. 
Here  were  the  orphanages  for  both  boys  and  girls,  with 
more  than  a  hundred  in  each  for  some  years.     Feb.  1, 
1906,  was  a  great  day  at  Bulsar,  for  on  that  day  the  two 
boys'  orphanages  were  merged,  and  ninety-four  orphan 
boys  from  Anklesvar  arrived  at  Bulsar.    Special  prepar- 
ations had  been  made  beforehand,   for  this  was  more 
than  the  number  of  boys  at  that  time  in  the  orphanage. 
A  group  of  the  boys  went  to  the  station  to  welcome  the 
newcomers,  some  of  whom  were  friends  and  relatives. 
They  had  to  be  crowded  in  a  bit  but  all  got  along  to- 
gether as  well  as  could  be  expected. 

As  the  orphans  grew  up,  the  problem  of  suitable 
Christian  marriages  came  up.  Marriages  in  India  are 
arranged  by  the  parents.  Since  these  children  had  no 
parents,  or  were  separated  from  them,  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  missionaries  to  find  suitable  matches.  Some- 
times their  ideas  did  not  agree  with  those  of  the  pupils; 
sometimes  it  was  hard  to  get  an  unattractive  girl  mar- 
ried off;  sometimes  there  were  not  enough  girls  for  each 
boy  to  secure  a  wife,  and  girls  would  have  to  be  brought 
in  from  near-by  missions. 

Then  there  were  the  minor  incidents  to  lend  color 
and  excitement  to  life.  Sometimes  a  small  girl  would 
go  too  near  the  edge  of  the  open  well  and  fall  in.  Then 
she  would  cling  to  the  rope,  the  bucket,  or  the  side  of 
the  well  until  a  brave  boy  could  be  summoned  from 
the  neighboring  school  to  perform  a  rescue. 

Nowadays  the  hospital  and  a  day  school  are  the  only 
institutions  on  the  compound.  The  Bible  school  is  on 
the  church  compound.  The  groups  of  orphans,  or  board- 
ing school  boys  and  girls  as  they  came  to  be  called 
about  1910,  are  no  longer  found  here.  The  carpentry 
work,  weaving,  and  other  industrial  work  as  carried  on 
now  is  by  individuals.  Since  1919  there  has  been  no 
girls'  boarding  school  at  Bulsar,  and  the  boys'  boarding 
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Evangelistic   Camp   Under    a   Spreading   Mango   Tree 

school  was  later  closed  when  the  Anklesvar  Training 
School  opened. 

For  many  years  there  was  only  one  bungalow,  together 
with  small  quarters  for  one  or  two  Miss  Sahebs.  In  1913, 
with  the  coming  of  new  missionaries  and  others  being 
sick  coming  to  Bulsar  for  treatment,  the  small  bungalow 
was  overcrowded.  That  winter  Mrs.  Blough  was  doing 
the  housekeeping  for  the  Bloughs,  Holsopples  and  Hei- 
seys.  This  allowed  for  each  family  one  room,  with  a 
living  room  for  all.  In  December  the  Drs.  Cottrell  came 
from  America  to  join  the  family.  They  were  allotted  a 
room,  and  the  Bloughs  curtained  off  one  side  of  the 
living  room  for  their  own  use,  and  all  ate  on  the  big 
verandah.  At  Christmas  time  Brethren  G.  B.  Royer  and 
H.  C.  Early  of  the  deputation  came.  They  were  accom- 
modated in  a  big  tent  in  the  backyard.  In  spite  of  the 
inconveniences,  all  had  a  wonderful  fellowship,  and  as 
the  old  year  ended,  the  missionaries  of  the  other  stations 
were  welcomed  for  a  few  days. 

Bulsar,  being  on  the  main  railway,  and  having  a  hos- 
pital, is  still  a  center  of  much  coming  and  going.  We 
welcome  you  all  to  visit  us. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


What  to  Pray  For 

BY  W.  H.  YODER 
Week  of  May  24-31 
Member  General  Ministerial  Board  for  the  Central  West  Region 
In  the  great  Central  West  where  churches  are  few 
and  many  times  small  and  the  distances  great,  is  need 
for  prayer  for  the  courageous  men  and  women  who  hold 
up  the  Master's  cause.  May  we  call  on  you  for  prayers 
for  four  groups: 

1.  The  District  Mission  Board  members  give  time  and 
energy  without  thought  of  pay  to  the  interests  of  the 
church  in  fifteen  districts.  These  men  and  women  need 
wisdom  to  use  the  money  entrusted  to  them,  and  cour- 
age and  faith  to  advance  when  funds  are  low. 

2.  The  workers  in  mission  churches  who  are  supported 
by  funds  from  the  General  Mission  Board  and  the  dis- 
trict. Often  in  hard  places,  far  removed  from  other 
Brethren  groups,  pastors  become  lonely  and  sometimes 
feel  a  bit  forsaken  by  the  rest  of  the  brotherhood. 
Here  much  of  the  pay  for  services  rendered  is  the  hope 
of  giving  an  unselfish  service  that  will  be  remembered. 

3.  A  large  group  of  pastors  who  serve  in  hard  places 
and  small,  where  they  earn  their  subsistence  with  their 
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own  hands  through  six  days  of  the  week  in  order  to 
keep  soul  and  body  together  and  minister  to  the  flock  on 
the  Lord's  Day. 

41  Other  pastors  settled  in  more  strongly  centered 
Brethren  communities,  where  they  labor  to  keep  not 
only  their  own  churches  growing  and  going  stronger,  but 
where  they  share  to  help  build  the  mission  points  at  the 
other  ends  of  their  districts.  Pray  that  the  fort  may 
hold. 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 


Missionary  Society  Program  for  June 

BY  ESTHER  BEAHM 

"The  use  of  force  in  subduing  men  cannot  subdue 
their  hearts,"  as  observed  by  a  Chinese  sage,  is  more 
than  true  now  in  China. 

Perhaps  Christianity  has  never  played  a  greater  role 
in  shaping  any  country's  progress  than  it  was  doing  as 
the  present  war  broke  out  in  China. 

It  is  thrilling  to  read  the  last  chapter  of  the  book, 
Stand  By  for  China.  Among  other  things,  you  will  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  military  man  who  became 
a  Christian  and  was  humble  enough  to  follow  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Christian  wife.  Many  other  Christians  were 
drafted  into  the  government's  service. 

When  the  war  broke  over  China  again,  it  was  her 
homes  and  schools  which  suffered  most.  They  stand  at 
the  heart  of  China.  The  students  and  teachers  of  the 
eastern  schools  have  managed  to  trek  into  the  hinter- 
land. Now  in  the  midst  of  the  war  in  the  east,  the  wes- 
tern part  of  China  is  awakened  and  is  growing. 

You  can  get  the  book  for  study  if  you  write  to  the 
General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois,  and  ask  for 
Stand  By  for  China,  60c,  and  program  suggestions  for 
the  leader,  25c. 

Chicago,  III. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

The  Bridgewater  Aid  Society,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  has 
just  recently  sent  a  check  for  fifty  dollars  for  the  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service  program.  It  is  indeed  gratifying 
to  note  the  growing  response  from  the  churches  to  this 
significant  program. 

Lucile  Cosner  (Mrs.  J.  D.  Cosner)  a  nonresident  mem- 
ber at  Thermal,  Calif.,  sends  five  dollars  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  program  and  says:  "I  am  wondering 
about  the  relief  cup  cards.  I  think  they  have  such  and 
I  would  like  to  keep  one  in  our  home.  We  got  one  in 
La  Verne  several  years  ago  for  China  relief,  but  do  not 
have  it  anymore.  Perhaps  other  nonresident  members 
would  appreciate  a  copy  as  well.  With  those  cups  on 
our  tables  it  was  easier  to  give  then  than  now  without 
them."  We  like  this  statement  and  are  glad  to  report 
that  other  nonresident  members  are  greatly  interested 
in  this  program  and  are  sending  their  contributions. 

Sir  Richard  Acland,  liberal  member  of  the  English 
Parliament,  gives  this  challenge  to  the  church  leaders  of 
England:  "In  order  to  save  humanity  from  the  horror 
of  the  Black  Knight  of  naziism  we  must  find  a  way  of 
living  superior  not  merely  to  naziism,  but  to  that  which 
we  ourselves  knew  before.    We  are  unprepared  for  this. 


We  are  caught  like  the  unwise  virgins.  Like  them,  and 
Hitler,  we  would  like  more  time  to  get  oil.  .  .  .  You 
must  be  prepared  to  offend  people,  who  are  determined 
to  preserve  the  existing  order.  ...  I  beg  of  you  now  to 
proclaim  the  new  society  openly.  Proclaim  that  it  is 
now  at  hand;  that  this  new  way  of  living  can  never  be 
achieved  until  the  great  resources  of  the  community 
cease  to  be  owned  by  private  individuals.  ...  So  and 
only  so  will  you  save  yourselves  and  us." 

Orphaned  missions,  is,  as  you  would  suppose,  the  term 
applied  to  those  missions  started  and  supported  by 
churches  of  European  countries  that  are  now  at  war.  Like 
orphans  they  are  left  without  parental  support.  The 
churches  of  America  up  to  the  end  of  last  December  had 
already  actually  sent  $376,096.54  to  sustain  these  chil- 
dren of  the  church.  In  the  midst  of  a  battle  for  her 
life  England  has  kept  her  own  mission  work  intact  and 
has  given  $18,565  for  this  work.  Even  the  Chinese 
churches  have  given  $1,709.83.  The  Christian  Century 
says:  "Probably  the  most  Christian  thing  which  the 
churches  have  done  during  the  year  has  been  their 
adoption  of  missions  and  missionaries  left  'orphaned'  by 
the  progress  of  the  war."  Our  own  denomination  is 
helping  a  neighboring  orphan  mission  in  Africa.  Part 
of  the  Sunday  morning  offering  at  the  Ocean  Grove 
Conference  went  for  this  most  noble  and  Christlike 
cause. 

The  power  of  nonviolence  rests  on  a  unique  and  ab- 
solute faith  in  the  supremacy  of  the  spiritual.  This  doc- 
trine does  not  guarantee  the  comfort  or  safety  of  the 
physical  man,  but  it  does  promise,  when  strictly  adt- 
hered  to,  an  inner  poise  and  victory,  beautiful  and  sat- 
isfying beyond  description.  The  following  bit  of  verse 
from  an  unknown  author,  taken  from  a  book  of  poems 
called  The  Desert,  delightfully  expresses  this  confi- 
dence— 

I  said  to  a  man  who  stood  at  the  gate  of  the  year: 
"Give  me  a  light  that  I  may  tread  safely  into  the  unknown." 
He  replied,  "Go  out  into  the  darkness  and  put  your  hand 
into  the  hand  of  God.     This  shall  be  to  you  better  than  a 
light  and  safer  than  a  known  'way." 

Fellowship  is  the  journal  of  the  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation, published  once  each  month.  This  is  an  ex- 
cellent peace  publication  representing  one  of  the  larg- 
est peace  groups  in  America.  Many  members  of  the 
pacifist  churches  support  the  Fellowship  of  Reconcilia- 
tion, which  is  an  international  peace  organization.  The 
magazine  is  ten  cents  per  copy  or  one  dollar  for  one 
year.  The  issue  for  February,  1941,  contains  articles  as 
follows:  No  Peace,  No  Justice,  by  John  Middleton  Mur- 
ry;  Who  are  the  C.  O.'s?  by  Donovan  Smucker;  No  Com- 
pulsory Work-Camps,  by  Oswald  Garrison  Villard; 
What  Conscription  and  War  Mean  to  Labor,  by  Warren 
D.  Mullin.  The  following  words  by  Harry  Emerson 
Fosdick,  spoken  on  Jan.  14,  1941,  are  found  on  the  cover 
page:  "I  will  keep  my  pledge  never  to  use  my  minis- 
try to  sanction  or  support  war.  Were  I  of  draft  age  I 
would  be  a  conscientious  objector.  On  realistic,  factual 
grounds  I  think  our  nation's  belligerent  participation  in 
this  war  would  be  the  greatest  disaster  in  the  history  of 
the  Republic.  On  Christian  grounds  I  can  see  no  pos- 
sibility of  any  reconciliation  between  the  central  mean- 
ings of  Jesus'  teaching  and  the  necessary  operations  of 
war.  On  every  ground  I  am  more  convinced  now  than 
ever  of  the  necessity  of  an  unwavering  Christian  con- 
science against  war." 
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Brethren  Hostels  . . ■ 

A  Blueprint  for  Brotherhood 
By  L.  JOHN  WEAVER 

Some  of  the  most  interesting  stories  we  have  heard 
from  Brethren  a  generation  or  two  older  than  ourselves 
are  of  the  love  feasts  of  years  ago.  In  those  days  people 
came  from  miles  away  to  spend  a  day  or  two  in  the 
community,  not  merely  attending  services,  but  getting 
acquainted  and  visiting.  Large  homes  were  taxed  to 
their  capacity  while  people  from  even  the  adjoining 
counties  came  in.  Our  church  was  truly  a  brotherhood 
then.  Since  those  days  our  people  have  traveled  more 
but  visited  less.  We  have  not  yet  gotten  something  to 
take  the  place  of  the  former  hospitality. 

Would  it  not  be  an  excellent  thing  if,  as 
we  traveled  through  new  sections  of  our 
country,  we  could  meet  the  Brethren,  see 
their  problems,  visit  in  their  homes  and 
churches  and  see  the  places  of  special  in- 
terest to  Brethren?  This  can  be  done  if  we 
believe  there  is  sufficient  value  to  be  gained. 
In  Europe  and  in  parts  of  the  United 
States,  particularly  New  England,  the  youth 
hostel  idea  has  been  tried  with  success. 
Why  not  modify  the  hostel  idea  and  have 
some  Brethren  homes  in  all  sections  of  the 
country  caring  for  overnight  guests  who  are 
going  through  their  region?  Could  not 
many  of  the  old-time  values  of  Brethren 
visiting  be  saved  by  a  plan  modified  to  suit 
modern  conditions? 

Suppose  a  family  from  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania were  going  to  the  Conference  in 
La  Verne,  California,  this  year.  As  they 
are  ready  to  stop  off  for  the  night,  they  con- 
sult a  map  of  Brethren  Hostel  Homes  and 
find  a  near  one  along  their  way.  With  the 
printed  directions  they  find  the  home  with- 
out trouble.  Since  both  the  tourists  and 
the  hosts  have  much  in  common,  if  they 
wish,  there  might  be  ample  chance  to  con- 
verse. People  who  love  the  soil  have  an 
interest  in  the  farming  of  other  regions.  It 
is  a  rare  hotel  manager  or  cabin  owner  who 
will  talk  at  any  length  with  his  guests.  How 
different  it  would  be  when  people  of  the 
same  faith  and  often  of  the  same  family 
stock  meet!  Surely  in  most  cases,  the  trav- 
elers and  hosts  will  know  some  of  the  same 
people;  often  they  might  be  related.  Imag- 
ine the  pleasure  old  college  chums  and  old 
neighbors  might  have!  The  anticipation  of 
meeting  new  guests  or  hosts  would  brighten 
up  the  dullest  of  days. 

If  the  morning  is  Sunday,  quite  likely 
the  people  would  share  the  church  services 
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together.  Some  guests  would  enjoy  taking  an  active 
part.  All  of  them  would  appreciate  the  experience  of 
worshiping  in  a  different  locality,  but  with  those  of 
the  same  faith.  Our  pastors  would  be  happy  to  meet  the 
people  and  have  them  for  the  service.  When  our  East- 
ern Pennsylvanians  get  back  home,  reading  the  Gospel 
Messenger  accounts  of  South  Waterloo,  Iowa,  or  Clovis, 
New  Mexico,  and  other  churches  will  be  more  interesting 
if  they  have  attended  services  at  these  places. 

Our  church  is  particularly  adapted  for  this  "blueprint 
of  brotherhood."  We  are  not  so  large  as  to  be  too  im- 
personal for  the  plan — yet  we  are  sufficiently  widespread 
to  cover  much  of  the  United  States  and  parts  of  Canada. 
We  have  isolated  members  who  would  be  better  able  to 
maintain  contact  with  the  church  by  being  hosts  and 
guests  than  in  any  other  way.  We  have  essentially  the 
same  interests  and  love  the  same  ideals.  Many  of  our 
people  hesitate  to  travel  because  they  do  not  like  to  stay 
at  overly-commercialized  lodging  places;  if  the  hostels 
were  limited  to  the  various  Brethren  groups,  they  would 
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enjoy  it.  Some  homes  are  hungry  for  contact  with 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  church;  some  could  well  use 
the  modest  fees  they  would  receive  for  running  a  hostel. 
Some  of  our  group  who  travel  extensively  would  enjoy 
finding  a  more  homelike  lodging  at  times.  Nearly  every 
church  would  have  one  home,  or  more  if  needed,  which 
would  be  desirably  located  and  suited  for  hostelry.  Our 
people  have  a  unique  number  of  bonds  of  friendship 
formed  at  college,  conferences  and  camps  which  this 
would  stimulate.  The  increasing  interest  in  Dunker  his- 
tory and  Brethren  lore  would  be  happily  aided.  The 
church  could  print  the  spot-maps  and  the  necessary  di- 
rections for  finding  the  hostels  and  even  suggest  routes 
of  travel. 

This  plan  would  be  a  departure  from  the  European 
and  American  Youth  Hostels  (these  were  interestingly 
described  in  the  April  20  issue  of  Our  Young  People)  in 
that  it  would  be  adapted  to  motorists  and  would  be  of 
as  much  value  to  those  middle-aged  and  over  as  it  is  to 
youth.  The  neat  booklets  the  State  of  Washington 
churches  distributed  at  our  Nampa  Conference  show  an 
interest  in  this  emphasis  on  brotherhood.  It  would  pre- 
serve and  increase  the  spirit  of  fellowship  which  has 
been  such  an  envied  characteristic  of  our  brotherhood. 

In  the  meeting  of  the  Recreational  Fellowship  follow- 
ing the  Ocean  Grove  Conference  of  1940,  the  idea  of 
Brethren  hostels  was  born  and  sanctioned.  The  sug- 
gestion was  carried  to  the  General  Boards  where  it  was 
approved.  It  is  upon  the  advice  of  both  groups  that  the 
plan  is  presented  here.  Write  to  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois,  at  once  if  inter- 
ested in  having  your  home  used  as  a  hostel. 

Chicago,  III. 


"As  Thy  Soul  Prospereth" 

BY  CHESTER  E.   SHULER 

A  young  man  who  had  recently  begun  to  live  the 
Christian  life,  and  who  had  become  very  dear  to  the 
heart  of  his  pastor,  was  called  to  live  in  another  city 
some  distance  away.  Thus  he  was  separated  temporari- 
ly from  the  fellowship  of  his  pastor  and  friend.  Corre- 
spondence between  the  two  began  and  the  youth  found 
the  minister's  letters  very  helpful  and  instructive. 

One  day  a  letter  came  which  was  unusually  interest- 
ing.   Below  the  signature  appeared  "3  John  1,  2." 

Curiosity  prompted  the  young  man  to  look  up  this 
reference  at  once  in  his  Bible.    He  read: 

"Beloved,  I  wish  above  all  things  that  thou  mayest 
prosper  and  be  in  health,  even  as  thy  soul  prospereth." 

A  lasting  impression  was  made  upon  this  young 
Christian.  The  significance  of  the  words  were  never 
forgotten  by  him. 

"Even  as  thy  soul  prospereth."  What  a  fine  thing  it  is 
to  have  a  soul  in  which  such  a  condition — so  prosperous, 
if  you  please — that  others  can  safely  wish  us  physical 
health  and  material  prosperity  of  like  nature!  How  in- 
finitely more  valuable  and  more  to  be  desired  is  a 
cleansed  soul  than  physical  strength  end  worldly  pros- 
perity! And  yet  in  these  days  the  latter  qualities  seem 
more  in  demand  than  soul  prosperity. 

Physical  health  and  material  gain  will  finally  vanish 
away.    A  soul  cleansed  and  made  holy  will  live  forever. 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 


What  Is  Wrong  With  Daddy? 

BY  VIRGIL  D.  RITCHIE 

"What  is  keeping  daddy,  mother, 

He  seems  so  late  tonight? 
I  have  done  my  work  already 

And  everything  is  neat  and  bright. 
Tell  me,  mother,  is  he  coming? 

My  evening  prayer  I've  said; 
And  I'm  waiting  to  kiss  daddy — 

Just  before  I  go  to  bed." 

Gazing  through  a  moonlit  window 

Stood  the  mother  of  this  child; 
But  unknown  were  the  flashes, 

In  her  voice  so  sweet  and  mild. 
"Daughter,  I  can  only  tell  you 

Daddy  made  a  change  of  late, 
And  the  place  in  which  he's  working — 

Is  the  cause  of  this  sad  fate." 

Pure  and  sweet  in  bloom  of  childhood, 

Without  the  power  to  understand; 
Looking  up  at  anxious  mother, 

With  a  curl  tucked  in  its  hand, 
Spoke  this  daughter  full  of  sunshine: 

"Mother  dear,  kiss  me  goodnight. 
I'll  be  sleeping  warm  and  cozy, 

When  daddy  comes — good — night." 

Moments  of  solitude  passed  by  slowly; 

With  dread  of  being  a  drunkard's  wife. 
For  a  previous  night  bespoke  a  token, 

Of  husband  ruining  his  happy  life. 
Gazing  ardently  in  the  far  moonlight, 

With  pain  this  wife  did  wait, 
Only  to  see  husband  coming, 

Walking  with  an  unsteady  gait. 

Morning  dawned  very  peaceful. 

The  little  daughter  awoke  with  glee. 
"I'm  up  to  help  you,  mother, 

It's  time  for  school,"  said  she. 
"Run  to  the  room  and  call  daddy, 

Hurry,  darling,  it's  getting  late," 
Said  the  worried  voice  of  a  mother 

Whose  anxiety  was  very  great. 

To  the  room  she  ran  for  daddy, 

But  she  found  him  not  in  bed. 
He  had  lain  all  night  long 

On  a  little  cot  instead. 
"What  is  wrong  with  you,  dear  daddy, 

You  won't  kiss  me  like  you  did?" 
And  beneath  her  curls  so  golden 

Precious  little  tears  were  hid. 

Mother  entered,  and  by  his  bedside 

With  their  little  daughter  fair, 
Spoke  the  words  of  things  so  sacred, 

Till  alcohol  had  left  his  care. 
Satan  retraced  his  terrible  footsteps; 

God  again  had  answered  prayer, 
And  since  then  a  happy  family 

Have  their  names  all  written  there. 

Mathias,  W.  Va. 


16 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  24,  1941 


. . .  KiviGoom  (jleanina. 


Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  May  25 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Broadening  Christian  Hori- 
zons: Peter's  Vision. — Acts  11:5-18.  Golden  Text, 
"And  Peter  opened  his  mouth,  and  said,  Of  a  truth  I 
perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons"  (Acts  10: 
34). 

Christian  Workers,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Can  a  Christian  Be  Rich? 

Intermediates,  Peace  Begins  at  Home. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Franklin  Grove  church,  111.,  Bro. 
S.  L.  Cover,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Westernport  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Foster  Bittinger,  pastor. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  C.  C. 
Sollenberger,  evangelist. 

Twenty-two  baptized  in  the  La  Verne  church,  Calif., 
Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz,  pastor. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Rockwood  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
M.  J.  Brougher,  evangelist. 

Twenty  baptized  in  the  Huntingdon  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
George  L.  Detweiler,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Calvary  church,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  Bro.  G.  O.  Stutsman,  pastor. 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Nettle 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  O.  D.  Werking,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the 
Harrisburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  June  2-15,  in  the 
Yellow  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio,  June  8,  in 
the  Raven  Run  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  pastor,  June  1,  in  the  Dunnings 
Creek  congregation,  Point  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Emmert  Frederick  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  May 
25  to  June  8,  in  the  Smithfield  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the 
Sunnyside  church,  W.  Va.,  May  25  to  June  8. 

Bro.  Ollie  Hevener  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  June  8,  in  the 
Mummert  house,  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  May  12-25, 
in  the  Amaranth  church,  Pa.;  June  2-15,  in  the  Colum- 
bia Furnace  church,  Va. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  has  changed  his  address  from 
Rockingham,  Va.,  to  32  Lawn  Ave.,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  takes  up  the  pastorate  of  the  Cov- 
ington church  of  Southern  Ohio,  June  1.  His  address 
will  be  changed  from  Brookville  to  Covington,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Ammon  Merkey.  R.  2,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  would  like 
to  secure  a  copy  of  the  Pastor's  Manual,  edition  of  1923, 
now  out  of  stock.  If  you  have  one  you  would  dispose 
of,  please  communicate  with  him. 

Three  of  our  missionaries,  Ruth  Utz,  Mary  Alice  Engel 
and  Sylvia  Oiness,  all  nurses,  were  on  the  Egyptian 
steamer  Zamzam,  reported  lost  somewhere  between 
Pernambuco  and  Capetown.  At  this  writing  there  are 
no  details  available  as  to  the  cause  of  the  sinking  or  the 
fate  of  the  passengers. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee, 
elsewhere  mentioned,  were  also  the  directors  of  three  of 
our  camps:  Lloyd  Blickenstaff  of  Camp  Manistee,  J. 
Clyde  Forney  of  Camp  Lagro,  and  J.  H.  Mathis  of  Camp 
Magnolia.  The  last  of  these  three  left  early  to  receive 
equipment  for  the  camp. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  meeting,  held  over 
last  week  end,  brought  in  many  not  seen  so  often  about 
the  House  halls.  Among  those  on  hand  were  Chairman 
L.  W.  Shultz,  Director  Paul  H.  Bowman,  A.  W.  Cordier, 
Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  J.  A.  Robinson,  W.  Newton  Long, 
Frank  S.  Carper,  J.  I.  Baugher  and  Paul  Kinsel. 

Bro.  A.  K.  Mow,  left  alone  by  the  recent  death  of  Sis- 
ter Mow,  removes  from  Froid  to  Kalispell,  Montana, 
that  he  may  live  with  a  married  daughter.  We  are  in- 
formed that  Bro.  Mow  is  blind,  "but  someone  in  the 
church  volunteers  to  read  the  Messenger  aloud  to  him." 
Let  us  hope  he  will  continue  to  enjoy  that  privilege. 

The  field  report  on  Civilian  Public  Service  for  May  5- 
9  states:  Selective  Service  headquarters  indicate  that 
in  the  near  future  all  men  classified  in  I-B  will  be  as- 
signed to  special  divisions  of  army  service  and  these 
whole  divisions  while  getting  military  training  will  re- 
ceive special  medical  care  to  bring  the  draftees  up  to 
the  physical  standards  of  the  army.  Any  conscientious 
objectors  in  I-B  ought  to  immediately  take  steps  to  be 
reclassified. 

Bro.  Chas.  L.  Flory,  pastor  of  the  Troy  church  of 
Southern  Ohio,  died  Monday,  May  12,  following  a  severe 
heart  illness  of  only  a  few  days'  duration.  Less  widely 
known  than  his  deceased  brother  Ezra,  or  his  sister  Min- 
nie Flory  Bright,  recently  returned  from  China,  he  was 
none  the  less  a  much  appreciated  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ,  having  faithfully  served  his  district  in  numerous 
capacities.  There  will  be  more  to  say  of  his  life  and 
labors  in  due  time. 

Would  you  like  to  join  the  Messenger  in  extending 
congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  two  former  India 
missionaries,  bereaved  of  their  companions  by  earlier 
marriage,  now  living  happily  together  in  La  Verne, 
Calif.?  Beautiful  idea,  not?  The  formal  notice  to  ap- 
pear in  next  week's  matrimonial  column  does  not  tell 
how  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz  of  La  Verne  was  assisted  by 
Pastor  J.  W.  Lear  of  Glendora  in  the  dedication  of  the 
new  home  which,  though  it  may  continue  to  have  Bro. 
D.  L.  Forney  as  its  head,  will  now  have  Sister  Ellen 
Heckman  Wagoner  for  its  heart. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 

All  communications  concerning  housing  for  the  La 
Verne  Conference  should  be  addressed  to  C.  I.  Myer, 
2281  Third  St.,  La  Verne,  Calif.  Postage  should  be  en- 
closed for  reply.  For  further  details  concerning  Con- 
ference see  pages  18-21  in  this  Messenger. 

"I  would  like  to  go  back  to  the  Washington  work 
camp  again  this  summer  and  would  like  to  earn  my  way 
out  by  driving  a  car  but  taking  care  of  all  my  expenses 
such  as  food  and  overnight."  That  was  Rachel  Garner 
speaking,  dietitian  at  the  Haverford  Refugee  Hostel. 
Her  address  is  824  Buck  Lane,  Haverford,  Pa. 

All  reports,  queries  and  new  business  for  the  district 
meeting  of  Southern  Illinois,  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
Secretary  Galen  T.  Lehman,  2158  S.  11th  St.,  Springfield, 
111.,  by  July  1,  1941,  for  publication  in  the  program 
booklet.  Churches  should  send  their  funds  for  district 
work  to  H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111.,  by  the  same  date, 
so  credit  can  be  given  in  the  treasurer's  financial  state- 
ment on  each  church's  apportionment. 

The  following  railroads  serve  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Annual  Conference:  Santa  Fe,  direct  line  from  Chi- 
cago to  La  Verne;  Southern  Pacific,  to  Pomona,  connec- 
tions may  be  made  with  the  road  at  New  Orleans, 
Tucumcari,  N.  Mex.,  Ogden,  Utah,  and  Portland;  Union 
Pacific,  to  Pomona,  eastern  connection  at  Omaha,  Nebr. 
Pomona  is  three  miles  from  La  Verne. — Warren  W.  Sla- 
baugh,  General  Railway  Transportation  Agent. 

In  the  hope  that  we  may  help  to  keep  our  country  out 
of  complete  involvement  in  war,  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  strongly  urges  all  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  to  send  personal  telegrams  (twenty-five- 
word  night  letters  are  not  so  expensive)  to  the  Presi- 
dent, the  two  Senators  and  Representatives  from  their 
own  districts.  We  recommend  urging  the  government 
to  refuse  to  use  convoys  and  that  it  give  its  best  efforts 
toward  mediating  the  conflict.  After  the  telegrams  will 
you  write  all  four  of  these  persons,  explaining  your  rea- 
sons briefly  and  courteously  but  clearly?  The  cost  in 
money  and  in  time  is  small  compared  to  the  worth  of 
peace.  We  trust  the  cause  will  not  fail  for  lack  of  your 
effort.  American  Christians  can  still  keep  our  country 
out  of  war.    Will  you  do  your  part  now? 


Standing  Committee  for  1941 

Africa    H.   Stover   Kulp 

California,   Northern    Andrew   Blickenstaff 

Calif.,  Southern  and  Ariz D.  W.  Kurtz,  J.  W.  Lear 

Canada,    Western    

China   O.  C.  Sollenberger 

Colorado    E.   R.   Harris 

Florida  and  Georgia   S.  W.  Bail 

Idaho  and  Western  Montana  A.  J.  Ellenberger 

Illinois,  Northern  &  Wisconsin,  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  J.  Clyde  Forney 

Illinois,  Southern  Oliver  Dearing 

India,    First    

India,    Second     

Indiana,  Middle  Edward  Kintner,  Chas.  R.  Oberlin, 

T.  A.  Shively 

Indiana,  Northern    Ira  E.  Long,  John   D.  Metzler, 

Russell  A.  Sherman 

Indiana,  Southern   R.  S.  Showalter 

Iowa,  Middle  U.  J.  Fike 

Iowa,  Northern,  Minn.  &  S.  Dak Roy  E.  Stern 

Iowa,   Southern    Homer   Caskey 

Kansas,    Northeastern    L.    H.    Root 

Kansas,  Northwestern   F.  A.  Wagner 

Kansas,   Southeastern    D.  P.   Neher 

Kansas,   Southwestern    Burton   Metzler 

Maryland,  Eastern   I.   S.  Long,   Joseph  Bowman 

Maryland,   Middle    C.   F.  Holsopple 

Maryland,  Western   Wesley  Harvey 

Michigan    F.  E.   Mallott 

Missouri,   Middle    James   M.   Mohler 

Missouri,  Northern    Oscar  Early 

Missouri,  Southern  &  Ark Leander  Smith 

Nebraska    Paul  K.   Brandt 

North  Dakota  &  E.  Montana   W.  W.  Smeltzer 

North  &  South  Carolina    

Ohio,  Northeastern   W.  D.  Fisher,  Ora  DeLauter 

Ohio,  Northwestern   J.  J.  Anglemeyer,  Chas.  E.  Zunkel 

Ohio,  Southern   E.  R.  Fisher,  R.  O.  Shank,  J.  W.  Fidler 

Oklahoma,  Pan.  Tex.  &  N.  Mex Russell  G.  West 

Oregon    George  R.  Shade 

Pennsylvania,   Eastern    R.  P.  Bucher,   A.   C.  Baugher, 

R.  W.  Schlosser 
Pennsylvania,  Middle  ..D.  B.  Maddocks,  T.  F.  Henry,  C.  O.  Beery 

Pennsylvania,  Southeastern,  etc Clayton  H.  Gehman 

Pennsylvania,  Southern,  C.  E.  Grapes,  S.  C.  Godfrey,  N.  S.  Sellers 

Pennsylvania,  Western   M.  J.  Brougher,  Chas.  W.  Blough 

Sweden     

Tennessee   , J.  R.  Jackson 

Texas  &  Louisiana    M.  H.  Peters 

Virginia,  Eastern   L.  L.  Mason 

Virginia,   First    Ralph  E.   White,   C.   M.   Key 

Virginia,  Northern P.  I.  Garber,  Homer  J.  Miller 

Virginia,  Second   Murray  L.  Wagner,  O.  S.  Miller 

Virginia,  Southern   Z.  E.  Mitchell,  S.  B.  Alderman 

Washington    Clement   Bontrager 

West   Virginia,   First    Raymond   Martin 

West  Virginia,  Second   A.  C.  Auvil 


An  9mpjositant  AHMXutncetftetU 


Finally  the  first  young  men  of  the  church  have  been 
called  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  These  men  are 
answering  the  call  of  the  government  with  one  year  of 
their  lives  in  unremunerative  sacrificial  labor  as  an  al- 
ternative to  military  training.  It  is  the  price  they  pay 
for  the  conviction  that  war  is  eternally  wrong  and  that 
violence  and  force  as  means  of  adjusting  difficulties 
among  men  and  nations  are  sheer  madness.  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren  will  go  along  to  camp  with  these  young 
men  and  will  keep  going  with  others  who  are  to  follow. 
We  must  all  sacrifice  together  for  a  common  conviction. 
We  shall  all  join  them  as  we  work  and  labor  and  sacri- 
fice to  supply  food,  shelter  and  spiritual  succor  during 
their  term  of  service.  The  gifts  of  the  church  for  this 
service  must  not  lag.  Promptness  in  our  sacrifice  is 
now  urgent. — Paul  H.  Bowman,  Director  Brethren  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service. 


First  Men  to  Camp 

Bernard  William  Vaughn  of  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Everett  Earl  Herron   of  Kendallville,  Ind. 

John  M.  Lantis  of  Milltown,  Ind. 

Ora  Everett  Hahnert  of  Logansport,  Ind. 

Oren  Keith  Moser,  of  Goshen,  Ind. 

Robert  Lane  Holderread  of  LaPorte,  Ind. 

Arthur   Wagner   of   Elkhart,   Ind. 

E.  L.  Zollers  of  Frankfort,  Ind. 

Harold  Phend  of  Albion,  Ind. 

Jesse  Clem  of  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Arthur  Joel  Thomas  of  Greencastle,  Ind. 

Forest  Wendell  Shively  of  Muncie,  Ind. 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


La  Verne  Annual  Conference 


BY  H.  A.  FRANTZ 


In  1928  the  Annual  Conference  was  held  in  La  Verne. 
It  is  with  pride  that  we  look  back  to  that  Conference. 
We  now  look  forward  to  the  Conference  of  1941  to  be 
held  on  the  same  grounds  June  18-24. 

La  Verne  is  the  home  of  La  Verne  College  and  beau- 
tifully situated  halfway  between  Los  Angeles  and  the 
San  Bernardino  Mountains,  and  is  in  the  "Heart  of  the 
Orange  Empire." 

The  large  tent  which  will  be  used  will  be  placed  in  a 
wide  open  grass  plot  in  the  center  of  La  Verne  City  Park, 
with  beautiful  trees,  shrubbery  and  grass  surrounding  it. 
As  for  Conference  provisions,  there  could  not  be  a  more 
compact  set-up. 

Adjoining  the  park  on  the  north  is  the  city  hall,  and 
also  provision  for  exhibits  and  Publishing  House  dis- 
plays. On  the  east,  across  the  street  is  the  Post  Office, 
and  on  the  southwest  corner  will  be  the  large  cafeteria 
accommodating  approximately  three  hundred  people  at 
one  time.  Also  adjoining  this  same  corner  will  be  space 
for  a  number  of  trailers  with  electric  connections.  The 
College  Buildings  adjoin  the  park  just  across  the  street 
on  the  west,  while  on  the  northwest,  one  entire  block  300 
x  500  feet  wide  will  provide  ample  parking  space.  Also 
abundant  trailer  camp  space  will  be  provided  by  the  La 
Verne  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  school  grounds 
where  bath  and  shower  facilities  are  excellent,  also  elec- 
tric connections  available. 

Housing  will  be  provided  in  the  homes  of  La  Verne 
residents;  Pomona  being  only  six  minutes  distant  will 
also  provide  beds  in  its  homes  and  hotels.  Though  we 
anticipate  a  large  attendance  there  will  be  ample  housing 
for  all  who  come. 


The  college  dormitory  (Miller  Hall)  is  reserved  for 
those  of  the  Elgin  Staff  and  General  Board  Members, 
Standing  Committee  members,  and  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements  who  make  reservations  not  later  than 
June  1.  Miller  Hall  is  equipped  with  three-quarter  beds, 
two  persons  in  a  room  at  75c  each,  or  $1  single;  sleeping 
porch  ward  cots  at  75c  per  persons  if  reserved  before 
June  1.    Beds  in  homes,  $1.00  single;  75c  two  in  a  room. 

Facilities  for  feeding  the  people  will  be  excellent.  In 
addition  to  city  restaurants  which  are  within  one  block 
of  the  park,  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  will  oper- 
ate the  large  Cafeteria,  Miller  Dining  Hall,  and  Fellow- 
ship Hall.  Ample  provision  is  being  made  for  all  meal 
conferences  which  will  be  announced  in  the  Conference 
Program. 

Full  co-operation  by  La  Verne  City  Council,  its  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  and  its  citizenry,  together  with  the 
united  help  of  surrounding  towns  and  churches  is  an  in- 
dication of  the  welcome  which  will  await  those  who 
come.  Notice  of  preliminary  meetings  will  be  announced 
by  the  Conference  Program  Committee  through  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger. 

The  large  tent  will  provide  seating  for  three  thousand 
to  four  thousand  people  and  will  be  equipped  with  ade- 
quate amplification  so  that  all  can  hear.  This  tent  will 
be  known  as  Park  Auditorium.  An  electric  orgatron  will 
be  installed  by  courtesy  of  Birkel-Richardson  of  Los 
Angeles,  and  a  grand  piano  by  Ford  Music  Company  of 
Pomona,  and  another  is  yet  to  be  supplied. 

Rooms  will  be  assigned  after  guests  arrive  on  the 
grounds,  or  those  who  wish  to  make  previous  arrange- 

(Continued    on    Page   21) 
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La  Verne  Conference  Program  .  .  . 


General  Conference  Program 

The  155th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
La  Verne,  California,  June  18-24 

Conference  Director,  Paul  B.  Studebaker 

Music   Director,   Alvin   F.   Brightbill;   Assistant,   Mrs. 

Frances  Creamer 

Arrangements  Director,  H.  A.  Frantz 

Publicity   Director.   H.    Spenser   Minnich 

Exhibit  Directors,  L.  Avery  Fleming  and  Omer  B.  Maphis 

Orgatron,    courtesy    Birkel-Richardson     Company,    Los    Angeles 

Grand  Piano,  courtesy  Ford   Music  Company,  Pomona 

Conference  Theme:  Building  With  Christ 
BOARD  MEETINGS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES 
General  Ministerial  Board.  Monday,  June  16,  10:00  A.M., 

Methodist  Church. 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  Monday,  June  16,   10:00 

A.M.,  Grammar  School  Music  Room. 
General   Mission   Board,   Monday,   June    16,    1:00   P.M., 

College  Recreation  Room. 
Council  of  Boards.  Tuesday,  June  17,   10:00  A.M.,  City 

Council  Room. 
District   Boards    (General  Boards   to   attend),   Tuesday, 

June   17,   2:00  P.M.   to   Wednesday   Noon,   June   18.* 

City  Hall. 
Standing   Committee,  Wednesday,   June   18,    1:00   P.M., 

City  Council  Room. 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  Wednesday,  June  18,  1:30 

P.M.,  College  Recreation  Room. 
Boards  that  have  no  conflict  with  Standing  Committee 

may  have  meetings  during  the  Standing  Committee 

meetings. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE   17 
2:00  *District   Boards,   W.   H.   Yoder,   Chairman,   City 
Hall. 

Discussion   of  Regional  Work. 
Eastern  Region,  J.  A.  Robinson. 
Southeastern   Region,   C.   S.   Ikenberry. 
Central  Region,  H.  L.  Hartsough. 
Central  West  Region,  Burton  Metzler. 
Western   Region,  F.   H.   Barr. 

Relation  of  the  College  to  the  Regional  Program,   C.  Er- 
nest Davis. 
Discussion  Leader,  W.   H.  Yoder. 

7:00  M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman,  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Auditorium. 
District  Field  Executive. 

When  Does  a  District  Need  an  Executive,  C.  M.  Key. 
Executive  Qualifications,  E.  F.  Sherfy. 

Relation   Between   Board   and   Executive,   M.    E.   Clingen- 
peel  and  D.  P.  Neher. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  18 
8:00  Chairman,  T.  F.  Henry,  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Auditorium. 
Financing   District   Work. 

Present  Method  of  District  Finance,  H.  Spenser  Minnich. 
Discussion  Leader,  John  D.   Metzler. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 
SECTIONAL  CONFERENCES 

7:00-  9:00  General  Session  (all  age  groups),  La  Verne 
Church  of  the  Brethren  Auditorium. 
Theme:   Spiritual  Development  of  Church  Mem- 
bership, John  D.  Metzler,  chairman. 
Hymn  Singing   and   Prayer. 


Addresses — 

1.  By  Prayer  and  Meditation,  G.  W.  Phillips. 

2.  By    Service   and   Giving,   J.   W.    Lear. 

3.  By    Sacrifice    and    Suffering,    Anna    Hutchison. 
Discussion. 

9:30-10:30  Campfire  for  young  people,  Athletic  Field. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  19 
7:30-  9:00  Breakfast  Conferences. 

1.  Ministerial,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman,  Annex  A. 
Theme:   Enlistment   of   Men   for   Ministry. 
Evaluation   of   Our   Present   Enlistment   Procedures,    J. 

W.   Lear. 
Discussion,   How  Can  We  Improve  the  Plan  of  Enlist- 
ment,  M.   Clyde   Horst. 

2.  District  Cabinets  of  Children's  Work. 
8:00-11:00  Sectional  Conferences. 

1.  Women's  Work,  Church  of  the  Brethren  Audi- 
torium. 

Chairman, 

Devotionals. 

What  Our  Women   Are   Doing  for   Relief  and   Service, 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Murphy. 
Music. 

This  Is  Our  Task,  Marie  W.  Brubaker. 
Business  Session. 

2.  Young   People,   Chairman,   Lester  Young,   Col- 
lege Auditorium. 

Worship,    Grace    Bowman. 
Joint    Sessions: 

Presentation  of  Work  Camp  Program,  Dan  West. 

Young  Adults,   D.  D.  Funderburg. 

Seminars: 

Adult  Leaders  of  Youth,  Galen  T.  Lehman,  Leader. 
Intermediate   Leaders,   Grace   Hollinger,   Leader. 
Building  a  World  Fellowship,  E.  L.  Ikenberry,  Leader. 
The  Brethren  Way  of  Life,  S.  L.  Barnhart. 
Worship  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Leader. 
Basic  Philosophy  of  Nonviolence,  Dan  West,  Leader. 
Creative    Recreation. 

Learning    to    Know    Your    Bible,    Kenneth    C.    Bechtel, 
Leader. 

3.  Intermediates,  Fred  Butterbaugh,  Leader.   First 
Brethren  Church. 

11:15-12:00  Bible  Hour,  Mrs.  I.  S.  Long,  presiding;  Roy 
Crist,  Leader,  Park  Auditorium. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 
2:00-  4:00  1.  Adult  Work  Section,  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren Auditorium. 

Including  Men's  and  Women's  Work,  Adult  Bible 
Classes,  Adult  Discussion  Groups,  Young  Adults,  Mis- 
sionary Societies  and  all  other  adult  work  agencies, 
Chairman,   D.    D.    Funderburg. 

1.  Adults   and    the    Total   Educational    Program    of   the 
Church,    L.    Avery    Fleming. 

2.  Helping  Adults   With   the  Problems   of  Family   Life, 
Warren    D.   Bowman. 

3.  Helping   Adults   to  Know   and  Use   the  Bible,  Rufus 
D.    Bowman. 

4.  Adult  Projects  in  Study  and  Action,  R.  E.  Mohler. 

5.  Young  Adults  in  the  Church,  Olden  Mitchell. 

6.  Adults  and  the  Alcohol  Problem,  Alberta  Yoder. 

2.  Young  People,  Continuation  of  Seminar  Groups 
(see  forenoon  program),  College  Auditorium. 

3.  Intermediates,  First  Brethren  Church. 

4:30-  5:10  High  Hurdles  (a  temperance  play),  La  Verne 
Drama  Club,  College  Building. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  SESSIONS 

THURSDAY  EVENING 
7:30  Park  Auditorium,  Chairman,  Paul  B.  Studebaker. 
Song  Leader,  Alvin  F.  Brightbill. 
Conference  Choir. 
Welcome,  E.  R.  Blickenstaff. 


20 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  24,  1941 


Response,  Warren  D.  Bowman. 

Worship  and  Memorial  Service,  C.  G.  Hesse. 

Conference  Choir. 

Sermon,  Building  With  Christ,  James  H.  Elrod. 

FRIDAY  FORENOON,  JUNE  20 
SECTIONAL  CONFERENCES 

7:30-  9:00  Breakfast  Conferences. 
Men's  Work.  Fellowship  Hall. 
R.  E.  Mohler,  presiding. 
Men,   Ministers,  Miracles,   Harl  L.   Russell. 

8:00-  9:30  Sectional  Conferences. 

1.  Women's  and  Children's  Work,  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Auditorium. 

Burton  Metzler,  presiding. 

Prayer,    chairman. 

New  Books  and  Materials  for  Children's  Work,   1941-2, 

Velma  Fasnacht  and  Ruth  Shriver. 
Address,  The  Good  Community,  J.  Welty  Le  Fever. 
Playlet,   The   Nelson   Family   Crusades. 
La  Verne  Children's  Choir. 

2.  Young  People.  Continuation  of  Seminar 
Groups  (see  Thursday  forenoon  program),  Col- 
lege Auditorium. 

3.  Ministerial,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman,  Methodist 
Church. 

Theme:    Development    of    Adequate    Support    for    Full 

Time   Ministry. 
General  Conditions  Regarding  Pastoral  Support,  D.  D. 

Funderburg. 
Discussion,  How  to  Secure  More  Satisfactory  Support, 

Galen   T.   Lehman. 

4.  Intermediates,  First  Brethren  Church. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  SESSIONS 

10:00-12:00  Park  Auditorium,  E.  R.  Fisher,  presiding. 
Theme:  Our  Church  in  Community  Relationships. 

1.  To  Other  Church  Bodies,  Ralph  E.  White. 

2.  To  Community  Agencies  (such  as  Farm  Bureau,  Co- 
operatives, Schools,  Grange,  Y.  M.,  Y.  W.,  Community 
Chests,  Weekday  Religious  Instruction  in  Schools,  etc.), 
W.  H.  Yoder. 

3.  To  the  Community  at  Large  (Evangelism,  Service  to 
the  Needy,  Land  Ownership,  Moral  Issues,  etc.),  Paul 
K.  Brandt.     Discussion. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 
2:00-  4:00  Park  Auditorium.     M.  R.  Zigler,  presiding. 
Worship  and  Address,  The  Church  in  War  Time, 

Kirby  Page. 
Questions   and   Discussion. 

2:00-  4:00  Intermediates.     First  Brethren  Church. 

4:00-  7:30  Friends  of  Children's  Work — Tour  over 
"America's  Best  City" — Pasadena,  California,  with 
fellowship  supper  following  (40c  meal).  Com- 
mittee in  charge  of  tour:  Mrs.  Mary  Everhart, 
Harper  Frantz,  Gladdys  Muir.  Lorell  Weiss, 
speaker. 

4:20-  5:00  Missionary  Presentation,  India,  College 
Auditorium. 

FRIDAY  EVENING 
7:00-  9:00  Park  Auditorium,  Rufus   D.  Bowman,   pre- 
siding. 
Worship,  Directed  by  Rufus  D.  Bowman. 
Conference  Choir. 

Conference  Sermon,  Faith  Is  the  Victory,  Moder- 
ator, C.  Ernest  Davis. 
Letters  and  Greetings. 
Appointment  of  Boards  and  Committees. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  21 
SECTIONAL  CONFERENCES 

7:30-  9:00  Breakfast  Conferences. 
Men's  Work,  Fellowship   Hall. 
Allen    Weldy,    presiding. 
The  Church  in  These  Times,  M.  Clyde  Horst. 

8:00-  9:30  Sectional  Conferences. 

1.  Women's  Work,  Church  of  the  Brethren  Audi- 
torium. 

Chairman. 
Devotionals. 

Love  Never  Faileth,   Anna  Crumpacker. 

The  Chinese  Church  Faces  the  Storm,  Laura  Shock. 

Music. 

Women's  Work  in  Africa,  Christine  Kulp. 

My  First  Tour,   Hazel  Landis. 

And  She  Arose,  Dr.  Laura  Cottrell. 

Christ  Is  Changing  India,  Eliza  B.  Miller. 

Music. 

Mission  Study  Books  for  1941-42,  Esther  Beahm. 

2.  Young  People,  College  Auditorium. 
Chairman,    Lester    Young. 

Reports   and   Business   Session. 

Brethren  Youth  Program,  Raymond  R.  Peters. 

3.  Ministerial,  M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman,  Methodist 
Church. 

Theme:   Retirement  Plan   for   Ministers. 
Essential  Requirements  in  a  Retirement  Plan,  E.  M. 

Hersch. 
Discussion,   Proposals   for    Church    of   the   Brethren, 
Paul  H.  Bowman. 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  SESSIONS 

9:45-11:15  Park  Auditorium,  Edgar  Rothrock,   presid- 
ing. 
Theme:  Educational  Influence. 
Brethren  Educational  Pioneering,  D.  W.  Kurtz. 
The  Continent  Spanned,  Gladdys  Muir. 
The    Christian    College    in    Our    World,    V.    F. 
Schwalm. 
11:15-12:00  Bible    Hour,    Burtpn    Metzler,    Park    Audi- 
torium. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON 
2:00-  4:00  Park  Auditorium,  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  pre- 
siding. 
Conference  Choir. 

Theme:  Sharing  the  Christian  Faith. 
Speakers,  H.  Stover  Kulp;  J.  Quinter  Miller. 
Worship. 
Men's  and  Women's  separate  envelope  offerings. 

4:00-  6:00  Young  People's  Picnic  in  charge  of  South- 
ern California  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinet. 

4:00-  6:00  Intermediate  Picnic. 

4:20-  5:00  Missionary     Presentation,     Africa,     College 
Auditorium. 

5:00  College    Dinner,    Bonita    High    School    Banquet 
Room,  75c.    Walter  F.  Dexter,  speaker. 

5:10-  6:40  Dinner — Ministers   and   Wives    (directed   by 
Pastoral  Association),  Fellowship  Hall. 

SATURDAY  EVENING 
7:00-  7:30  Orgatron    Recital,    Park   Auditorium. 

7:00-  9:00  Park     Auditorium,     sponsored     by     Young 

People. 
Chairman,  Kurtis  Naylor. 
Theme:   Building   With   Christ. 
Worship. 
Talks,  We  Would  Build,  Ernest  Lefever;  Strength 

for  the  Building,  John  Long. 
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SUNDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  22 

7:30-  9:00  Breakfast  Conferences. 
Men's  Work,  Fellowship  Hall. 
,     P.   G.   Stanly,  presiding. 

The  Persistence  of  the  Ideal,  A.  C.  Baugher. 
9:30-10:30  Sunday  School- 
Nursery  and  Beginners,  Grace  Hileman  Miller. 
Children's  Department,  places  to  be  announced. 
Primary  and  Junior. 

Intermediates,     Superintendent,     William     Smith; 
Teacher,   Mrs.   C.   P.   Shaffer;   place   to  be   an- 
nounced. 
Young  People,  Superintendent,  David  Studebaker; 

Teacher,  Lorell  Weiss. 
Adults,  Superintendent,  L.  H.  Root;  Teacher,  Ed- 
ward Frantz,  Park  Auditorium. 

10:45-12:00  Worship  and  Sermon,  Park  Auditorium. 
A.  C.  Baugher,  presiding. 
A.  F.  Brightbill,  Song  Leader. 
Worship,  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Leader. 
Congregational  Singing. 
Scripture  Reading  and  Prayer. 
Offering. 

Conference  Choir. 
Sermon,  F.  H.  Crumpacker. 

SUNDAY  AFTERNOON 
2:00-  4:15  Park  Auditorium,  L.  W.  Shultz,  presiding. 
Theme:  Brethren  Service. 
Southern  California  Junior  Choir,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Eis- 

enbise,  directing. 
A    Worshipful    Portrayal    of    Brethren    Service. 

Reader,  D.  W.  Kurtz. 
Speakers:  Relief  Work  in  China,  Howard  Sollen- 

berger  and  F.  S.  Eisenbise. 
Civilian  Public  Service,  Paul  H.  Bowman. 

4:20-  5:00  Missionary  Presentation,  China,  College  Au- 
ditorium. 

5:00-  7:15  Fellowship  Dinner  for  Young  People,  Bonita 

High  School. 

Toastmaster,  Dwight  Hanawalt. 
Speaker,   Raymond  R.   Peters. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
7:30  Park  Auditorium,  R.  L.  Showalter,  presiding. 
Bible  Hour,  D.  W.  Kurtz. 
Conference  Choir. 

Sermon,  Jesus  Christ  the  Hope  of  the  World,  or 
the  World's  Need  of  Christ,  M.  J.  Brougher. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  23 

7:30-  9:00  Breakfast  Conferences. 
Men's  Work,  Fellowship  Hall. 
Ross  Heminger,  presiding. 
Men's  Work  in  General,  R.  E.  Mohler. 

8:00-11:30  Business   Session,   Park  Auditorium. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON 
1:30  Missionary  Convocation,  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  pre- 
siding, Park  Auditorium. 

Entry  of  groups  marching  to  seats  reserved  for  (1)  Stand- 
ing Committee,  (2)  parents  of  missionaries  under  appoint- 
ment, (3)  members  and  secretaries  of  all  General  Boards, 
(4)  missionaries  under  appointment  (5)  missionaries  on 
furlough,  (6)  Conference  budget  fieldmen  and  (7)  mem- 
bers   of   district   mission   boards. 

Introduction  of  groups  by  chairman. 
Hymn  singing. 
Prayer,  J.  J.  Anglemeyer. 
Address,  C.  D.  Bonsack. 


Introduction  of  new  missionaries. 

The  commissioning  of  new  missionaries,  directed 

by  the  Moderator. 
Offering  of  money. 
Consecration   of   life   and   possessions,   prayer   by 

Homer  F.  Caskey. 

4:30-  7:00  District   Conference   Budget  Fieldmen  Din- 
ner, Fellowship  Hall. 

Tea  for  Children's  Workers.  Hour  to  be  announced.  At 
home  of  Mrs.  Crawford  Brubaker,  529  North  Grand 
Street,  west  of  La  Verne. 

MONDAY  EVENING 
7:30  Park    Auditorium,    Harvey    Hostetler,    presiding. 
Historical  Pageant    (Pacific   Coast   Regional   His- 
tory, prepared  by  Gladdys  Muir). 

TUESDAY  MORNING,   JUNE  24  i"""'    * 

8:00  Business  Session. 


La  Verne  Annual  Conference 

(Continued    From    Page    18) 

ments  may  write  to  C.  I.  Myer,  2281  4th  St.,  La  Verne. 
All  other  communications  may  be  addressed  to  Commit- 
tee Chairman  or  Secretary.  Every  inquiry  should  be  ac- 
companied by  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  for  re- 
ply.   Watch  for  later  announcements  in  the  Messenger. 

The  personnel  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  is  as 
follows:  H.  A.  Frantz,  Chairman,  616  N.  Pacific  Ave., 
Glendale,  Calif.;  J.  E.  Steinour,  Secretary,  133  N.  East- 
man Ave.,  Los  Angeles;  C.  I.  Myer,  Treasurer,  2281  Third 
St.,  La  Verne;  Paul  B.  Studebaker,  129  Rosemont  Ave., 
Modesto;  Floyd  Yearout,  6546  Lane  St.,  Fresno,  Calif. 

Glendale,  Calif. 


WEBM 


LA  VERNE  COLLEGE  GYMNASIUM 
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ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 
Part  IV.    Public  Problems  and  Drink 

Scripture:    Titus   2:1-18 
Sunday,  June  8 

Note:  See  Study  V  in  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 
by  Deets  Pickett,  10c. 

The  following  questions  should  be  considered:  Is  it 
any  of  your  business  if  I  want  to  spend  my  money  for 
whisky?  When  a  person  gives  most  of  his  money  to  the 
liquor  business,  what  other  businesses  suffer?  What 
happens  to  the  person's  home,  school,  church,  means  of 
livelihood?  Does  it  matter  to  society  if  in  the  United 
States  six  cents  of  the  consumer's  dollar  goes  for  liquor? 
How  much  crime,  pauperism,  political  corruption,  inef- 
ficiency in  industry,  is  due  to  alcohol?  If  alcohol  numbs 
the  judgment,  self-control,  and  clear  thinking  of  people, 
how  can  liquor  help  society  out  of  the  mess  the  world  is 
in  today?  How  can  alcohol  help  one  to  be  patriotic?  a 
good  church  man?  a  good  family  man? 

Sixty  per  cent  of  auto  accidents,  80%  of  neglect  of 
children,  and  90%  of  abuse  of  children  are  said  to  be  due 
to  liquor.  How  can  anyone  say  drinking  beverage  alco- 
hol is  purely  an  individual  question? 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

An  Example  to  Emulate 

One  of  the  most  effective  incentives  to  worthy  effort 
is  the  power  of  a  noble  example. 

Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  our  lives  sublime, 
And  departing  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time. 

Recently   the   Board   of   Administration   of   Northern 


Illinois  and  Wisconsin  was  the  recipient  of  a  bequest  of 
several  thousand  dollars  from  the  estate  of  Bro.  David 
W.  Barkman  and  his  wife  Susan  of  Franklin  Grove,  111. 
It  is  out  of  a  feeling  of  deep  appreciation  for  this  bequest 
that  this  tribute  is  written  in  the  hope  that  this  worthy 
example  may  stimulate  others  to  a  more  faithful  stew- 
ardship. 

Bro.  Barkman  departed  this  life  in  1929  at  the  age  of 
ninety.  Sister  Barkman,  after  many  years  of  declining 
health  and  anxious  waiting,  took  her  departure  in 
February  of  1941  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven. 

The  Barkmans  were  typical  Brethren  people  of  their 
generation,  gaining  their  livelihood  and  accumulating  a 
modest  surplus  from  the  soil  by  practicing  honesty,  in- 
dustry and  economy.  They  did  not  claim  the  world 
owed  them  a  living,  but  that  they  owed  the  world  a 
life.  Their  attitude  toward  their  possessions  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  early  disciples  of  whom  it  was  written,  "Not 
one  of  them  said  that  ought  of  the  things  which  he  pos- 
sessed was  his  own." 

Like  most  founders  of  Christian  homes,  they  desired 
that  their  home  might  be  blessed  with  children;  but  this 
cherished  hope  was  suddenly  turned  into  deep  sorrow 
when  their  only  child  died  at  birth. 

With  no  child  to  inherit  their  estate,  and  recognizing 
God  as  the  Senior  Partner  in  the  stewardship  of  their 
life  and  possessions,  they  decided  he  should  be  the  sole 
heir,  as  the  following  facts  will  testify. 

During  their  lifetime  they  gave  generously  to  the  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  local  church  and  the  brotherhood. 
They  also  gave  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  General 
Mission  Board,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  the  Hos- 
pital, on  the  annuity  plan,  receiving  a  regular  annual 
income.  In  addition  to  this  Bro.  Barkman  made  a  will 
in  which  he  provided  that  after  his  death  and  that  of 
his  companion  their  estate  should  be  given  to  the  Dis- 
trict Mission  Board  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin, 


TRENDS  IN  CONFERENCE  BUDGET  GIVING 


By  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Financial  Secretary 


In  the  Messenger  for  May  17  figures  were  given  by  regions, 
showing  the  trends  in  both  membership  and  Conference  Budget 
giving.  We  present,  herewith,  figures  for  the  Eastern  Region, 
which  includes  the  five  districts  of  Pennsylvania. 

These  figures  are  very  revealing,  yet  they  cannot  tell  all  the 
facts  back  of  them.  The  giving  of  a  district  may  be  affected  by 
the   presence   or  absence   of   individuals   of   means,   who   are   led 


to  give  generously.  The  giving  figures  for  1931  reflect  the  pros- 
perity of  the  era  just  preceding  it;  the  1936  figures  reflect  the 
depression  from  which  the  country  had  not  yet  freed  itself;  the 
1941  figures  indicate  industrial  activity  with  better  income,  and 
we  hope  a  growth  in  spiritual  interest. 

Next  week  we   purpose  to  publish  the   figures   for  the   South- 
eastern Region,  which  includes  thirteen  districts. 


Eastern  Region 


Membership 


Conference    Budget 
Giving 


District 

Pennsylvania,     Eastern     

Pennsylvania,    Middle     

Pennsylvania,  Southeastern,  New  Jersey  &  Eastern  New  York 

Pennsylvania,    Southern     

Pennsylvania,    Western     


1931   j  1936   |  1941   ||     1931   |     1936   |     1941 


1941  Percentage 

of  Increase  or 

Decrease  Over 

1931 


a. 

s 


8.183 

9,672 

10,910 

$34,751 

$27,878 

$35,434 

$4.25 

$2.88 

$3.25 

8,769 

10,243 

11.288 

13,935 

11,503 

15,904 

1.59 

1.12 

1.41 

3,129 

3,396 

3,509 

9,734 

4,540 

5,604 

3.11 

1.34 

1.60 

5,096 

6,401 

7,437 

16,261 

11,524 

12,425 

3.19 

1.80 

1.67 

10,928 

12,275 

12,625 

13,894 

9,033 

12,805 

1.27 

.74 

1.01 

+  33.3% 
+  28.7 
+  12.1 
+  45.9 
+  15.5 


+  2.0% 
+  14.1 
-42.4 
-23.6 
-   7.8 
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now  the  Board  of  Administration.  Sister  Barkman  also 
made  a  will  which  provided  that  a  small  amount  of 
property  which  was  in  her  name  should  be  given  to  the 
General  Mission  Board,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
the  Hospital. 

Their  bodies  lie  in  the  Emmert  cemetery  by  the  busy 
highway  of  traffic  where  thousands  pass  by  as  they  ea- 
gerly follow  the  various  pursuits  of  life,  but  they  are  at 
rest.  Yet  the  memory  and  influence  of  their  lives  live 
on  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  the  Barkmans  and 
the  money — the  coinage  of  life  or  the  minted  personality 
— which  they  bequeathed  to  the  various  worthy  causes 
is  working  for  them  now,  and  will  continue  to  work 
through  succeeding  generations,  bringing  benefits  and 
blessings  to  many. 

May  we  heed  the  admonition  of  one  who  said: 

Use  your  money   while  you're   living; 
Do  not  hoard  it  to  be  proud; 
You  can  never  take  it  with  you, 
There's  no  pocket  in  a  shroud. 

Gold  can  help  you  on  no  farther 
Than  the  graveyard  where  you  lie; 
And  though  you  may  be  rich  while  living, 
You're  a  pauper  when  you  die. 


ien 


Use  it,  then,  some  lives  to  brightei 
As   through   life  they  weary  plod. 
Place  your  bank  account  in  heaven 
And  grow  richer  toward  your  God. 

Use  it  wisely,  give  it  freely; 
Do  not  hoard  it  to  be  proud; 
You  can  never  take  it  with  you, 
There's   no  pocket   in   a   shroud. 


Franklin  Grove,  111. 


O.  D.  Buck, 


Appreciating  Our  Church 

Recently  it  was  my  pleasure  to  sit  in  with  a  group 
of  church  members  other  than  our  own  denomination 
at  a  board  meeting.  There  were  two  major  items  of 
business  that  impressed  me  greatly. 

The  first  had  to  do  with  music.  The  pastor  tried 
desperately  to  help  them  visualize  the  ultimate  results 
of  good  music,  reasoning  that  hymns  make  lasting  im- 
pressions upon  the  minds  of  children  and  youth,  and 
should  be  used  rather  than  the  catchy  songs;  but  all  his 
persuasion  and  argument  seemed  of  no  avail.  Reverent- 
ly I  thought  of  the  old  black  hymnal  we  Brethren  chil- 
dren were  raised  on,  and  loving  those  inspired  old 
hymns  I  heartily  agreed  with  the  pastor. 

The  other  major  item  was  the  matter  of  attempting 
to  keep  the  children  after  Sunday  school.  After  listen- 
ing for  some  time  to  suggestions  as  to  how  this  was  to 
be  accomplished,  a  lady  in  the  group  turned  to  me  and 
asked,  "How  do  your  people  keep  the  children  after 
Sunday  school?" 

To  this  I  gladly  answered:  "Our  Sunday  school  and 
church  are  one;  we  have  never  separated  them.  The 
children  understand  that  one  belongs  with  the  other. 
Since  our  church  was  established  we  have  taught  unity 
of  the  two,  and  that  one  is  just  as  important  as  the 
other.  We  have  never  practiced  intermission;  thus  there 
is  no  dismissal,  but  a  continuation  of  the  service." 

Another  lady  in  the  group,  knowing  our  people,  added 
this:  "Their  parents  go  and  take  the  children  instead  of 
sending  them,  and  the  children  have  to  stay." 

Then  I  began  to  wonder  if  we  Brethren  are  living  up 
to  our  heritage  as  we  should.    The  church,  like  individ- 


uals, is  exemplary  one  way  or  another.  If  we  have 
headachy  or  rheumatic  parents  on  Sunday  who  are 
prone  to  send  the  children  instead  of  taking  them,  re- 
member we  are  being  watched. 

Each  member  is  a  part  of  the  church,  thus  the  church 
is  judged  by  the  habits  of  the  members.  We  will  do  well 
to  remember  the  splendid  habits  of  our  Brethren  par- 
entage and  practice  them  in  our  own  homes. 

Are  we  not  our  brother's  keeper?  How  can  we  better 
accomplish  this  than  to  live  exemplary  lives  and  main- 
tain good  habits? 

Adel,  Iowa.  Nettie  Hildreth  Reiste. 


Meeting  of  Bethany  Hospital  Trustees 

The  trustees  of  Bethany  Sanitarium  and  Hospital  held 
two  regular  meetings  during  the  year.  The  most  recent 
meeting  was  held  at  the  hospital  in  Chicago,  April  22, 
1941.  There  are  seven  trustees  as  follows:  Peter  Frantz 
of  Sterling,  Illinois,  Edgar  Rothrock  of  La  Verne,  Cali- 
fornia, Dr.  A.  W.  Cordier  of  North  Manchester,  Indiana, 
F.  N.  Sargent  and  Mrs.  Fred  Strohm  of  Chicago,  A.  C. 
Wieand  of  Oak  Park,  Illinois  and  C.  H.  Shamberger  of 
Elgin,  Illinois. 

Graduation  exercises  were  held  for  three  nurses  at 
First  Church  in  Chicago  the  evening  of  April  22.  Dr. 
Cordier  delivered  the  commencement  address.  Those 
who  graduated  are  Kathryn  Hollinger,  Versailles,  Ohio, 
Thelma  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Indiana,  and  Sara  Ruth 
Casebeer,  Chicago,  Illinois.  These  girls  represent  the 
last  of  those  who  took  work  in  the  Nurses'  Training 
School.  It  was  reported  that  the  hospital  retains  its 
license  from  the  state  to  operate  a  nurses'  training  school 
and  that  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  training  will  be 
resumed  at  some  future  time. 

The  demand  for  nurses  occasioned  by  defense  meas- 
ures has  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  nurses  and  it  is  a 
definite  problem  to  secure  nurses  for  regular  duty  in 
the  hospital. 

Ellis  M.  Studebaker,  administrator,  since  May  15,  1940, 
reported  on  the  finances  and  presented  the  budget  for 
the  coming  year.  Donations  of  money  during  the  past 
year  amounted  to  over  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000). 
Some  of  it  was  given  to  be  used  as  interest  on  the  bonds 
of  the  hospital  and  to  pay  back  salaries  of  employees. 
Due  to  donations  from  friends  and  cancellations  by  the 
personnel,  back  salaries  are  nearly  paid.  A  number  of 
people  holding  bonds  have  cancelled  back  interest  and  a 
few  have  cancelled  part  of  their  bond  holdings. 

The  Women's  Auxiliary,  with  the  support  of  interested 
women,  especially  in  Indiana,  and  the  alumni  have 
raised  funds  to  supply  the  building  with  Venetian  blinds 
and  have  added  extra  surgical  instruments  which  greatly 
facilitate  surgery.  Several  hundred  dollars  were  con- 
tributed in  this  manner.  It  was  gratifying  to  learn  that 
individuals  and  organizations  throughout  the  church  are 
making  inquiry  as  to  specific  ways  in  which  they  can 
contribute  to  the  hospital.  The  will  of  one  person  was 
reported  in  which  the  hospital  is  made  the  beneficiary. 

There  were  forty-one  adult  patients  and  eleven  in- 
fants in  the  hospital  when  the  trustees  were  in  session. 
That  is  practically  capacity  operation.  There  have 
been  various  times  during  recent  months  when  it  seemed 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  turn  patients  away,  but 
with  only  a  couple  exceptions  room  has  always  been 
found  for  them.    I  have  just  learned  that,  since  the  board 
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meeting,  there  were  forty-seven  adults  and  thirteen 
babies  registered  on  April  26  and  that  April  was  the 
best  April  since  the  hospital  has  been  in  existence. 

The  trustees  evidenced  their  confidence  in  the  man- 
agement of  Bro.  Studebaker  by  extending  him  a  three- 
year  contract.  Frank  Sargent,  who  has  been  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  since  the  beginning  of  the  hos- 
pital twenty  years  ago,  asked  to  be  relieved  of  that 
responsibility,  but  agreed  to  serve  as  vice  president. 
The  writer  was  elected  president. 

Elgin,  111.  C.  H.  Shamberger. 


"Me  and  Pap  and  Mother" 

Next  Sunday,  from  the  time  I  am  writing  this,  will  be 
May  11,  Mother's  Day.  But  this  particular  date  means 
more  to  me  than  to  honor  mothers  and  motherhood  in 
general.  It  happens  to  be  also  my  own  mother's  birth- 
day. She  was  born  May  11,  1854.  Last  Oct.  7,  at  the 
ripe  age  of  eighty-six,  she  joined  Father  Rarick,  who 
departed  this  life  thirty-four  years  ago,  in  1906. 

So  Mother's  Day  will  have  a  different  meaning  for 
me  this  year  than  ever  before.  I  will  not  now  be  able 
to  send  her  greetings  or  otherwise  give  her  tokens  of 
love.  If  I  wear  a  flower  this  Mother's  Day,  it  will  need 
to  be  a  change  from  red  to  white,  and  worn  now  in  her 
memory.  Life  looks  different  and  does  indeed  assume 
a  solemnly  changed  aspect,  when  both  parents  are  this 
way  away.  But  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  have  the  blessed 
assurance  that,  although  they  are  "absent  from  the 
body,"  they  are  "at  home  with  the  Lord."  Also  that  we 
the  children  may  have  our  reunion  with  them  "some 
sweet  day,"  to  be  together  always  without  parting,  in  the 
better  land  "where  the  gates  swing  outward  never." 

As  with  all  of  you  who  may  be  in  similar  position  as 
regards  your  parents,  heaven  is  nearer  and  dearer  now. 
None  of  us  will  be  able  ,to  repay  adequately  our  par- 
ents for  what  they  have  done  for  us.  We  should  of 
course  and  indeed  do  our  very  best  by  them  while  they 
are  living.  But  mostly  our  privilege  and  part  will  be  to 
pass  on  a  parental  love  and  ministry  to  our  children, 
and  as  much  as  in  us  is  to  be  helpful  to  all  others  pos- 
sible in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus! 


North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Ralph  G.  Rarick. 


Mother    Moore    Has    Gone    Home 

Anne  Maria  Calvert,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Rachel  Jones  Calvert, 
was  born  July  26,  1850,  in  Huntington  County,  Indiana.  She 
passed  away  Nov.  22,  1940,   at  her  home  in  Glendora,   Calif.,  at 

the  age  of  90  years,  3 
?■■-  '        months,  27  days. 

In  1870  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to 
John  Moore,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death 
thirty-one    years. 

To  this  union  were 
born  eight  children, 
three  passing  away  in 
infancy — C  1  a  r  a,  Roy, 
and  Emma.  Left  to 
mourn  her  passing 
are:  Mrs.  Bertha  Mc- 
Bride  of  Summitville, 
Ind.;  Elmer  Moore  of 
Riverside,  Calif.;  Rolla 
D.  Moore  of  Orleans, 
Ind.;  Mrs.  Chloe  Ash- 
enfelter  of  Laplace, 
111.;  Mrs.  Flossie  Hart- 
man,  Glendora,  Calif., 
with  whom  she  has  always  made  her  home,  and  who  with  her 
husband  tenderly  cared  for  her  during  her  declining  years,  and 
especially  during  her   last   illness.     She  also   leaves  three  foster 


children:  Raymond  Regan  of  Pasadena,  Calif.;   Leland  Jones  of 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  Mrs.  Maudie  Patrick  of  Lawrenceville,  111. 

She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  nineteen 
years  of  age,  being  baptized  by  Bro.  Hire  of  Crawford  County, 
Illinois. 

She  and  her  husband  took  a  great  interest  in  the  Lord's  work 
and  were  soon  installed  in  the  deacon's  office.  She  has  been  true 
to  her  Lord  the  entire  remainder  of  her  life,  having  never  wav- 
ered in  her  convictions  concerning  the  teachings  of  God's  Word. 
Even  during  their  busy  life  on  the  farm  they  never  neglected  to 
conduct  their  family  worship. 

She  came  to  California  in  November  of  1919.  She  and  her 
daughter  built  their  home  in  Glendora  near  the  church  in  which 
she  lived  the  last  fourteen  years  of  her  life. 

Among  the  various  writings  she  has  left  it  seems  that  the  out- 
standing thought  in  her  mind  was  that  her  dear  children  might 
look  up  on  high  and  believe  that  she  is  there  with  all  the  re- 
deemed and  sanctified,  and  that  they  may  live  to  meet  her  there 
when  life  is  finished  here. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Rev.  Cecil  Cline, 
assisted  by  Brethren  J.  W.  Lear  and  W.  H.  Wertenbaker. 

Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Flossie  Hartman,  accompanied  the  body 
to  Lawrenceville,  111.,  where  services  were  held  at  the  Allison 
Prairie  church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Dolar  Ritchie.  Interment  was 
in  the  Centerville  cemetery  by  the  side  of  her  husband. 

Glendora,  Calif.  Flossie  Moore   Hartman. 


In  Memory  of  John  and  Mary  Ellen  Weller 

The  La  Motte  Prairie  church  in  Southern  Illinois  feels  very 
keenly  the  loss  of  two  faithful  members  by  death.  But  our  loss 
is  their  eternal  gain. 

John  Weller  and  Mary  Ellen  Swinger  started  on  life's  journey 

together  on  March 
17,  1878,  and  shared 
each  others  joys 
and  sorrows,  lack- 
ing only  a  few 
weeks  of  being 
married  sixty-three 
years,  when  the 
death  angel  called 
her  home  Jan.  26, 
1941.  Just  three 
weeks  later,  or  on 
Feb.  16.  Bro.  Wel- 
ler joined  her  in 
the  great  beyond. 

Aunt  Mary  Ellen, 
as  she  was  famil- 
iarly known,  was 
the  daughter  of 
Eld.  Jacob  and 
Martha  Hyre 
Swinger.  She  was 
born  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  Feb. 
21,  1860.  Early  in  life  she  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior  and 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  remaining  a  faithful 
member  until  called  to  her  reward.  She  was  noted  for  her  sunny 
disposition  and  cheerful  smile.  She  was  always  looking  on  the 
bright  side  of  life.  Even  though  she  had  to  walk  with  a  crutch 
the  last  few  years  and  was  unable  to  get  away  from  home  very 
often  she  never  complained. 

Uncle  John,  son  of  Adam  Weller,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
Dec.  4,  1855,  his  mother  dying  at  his  birth.  When  a  small  child 
his  father  moved  to  Darke  County,  Ohio,  and  when  he  was 
eleven  years  old  they  moved  to  Illinois.  The  Jacob  Swinger 
family  moved  to  Illinois  soon  after  and  the  subjects  of  this  sketch 
attended  the  same  school.  Bro.  Weller  accepted  Christ  early  in 
life  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  church  at  La 
Motte  Prairie  the  remainder  of  his  life.  They  resided  on  the 
farm  near  the  church  until  1915,  when  they  moved  to  Minnesota 
for  his  health.  Later  they  came  back  to  Hutsonville,  where  they 
lived  a  comfortable,  retiring  life.  They  attended  services  at  the 
country  church  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  drive  his  car,  then 
being  past   eighty. 

They  never  had  any  children  of  their  own,  but  were  parents 
to  two  foster  sons,  Earl  La  Gow,  now  of  Mankato,  Minn.,  and  Joe 
Weller,  a  half  brother,  now  living  in  Chicago.  Besides  the  two 
foster  sons  she  leaves  a  brother  and  sister.  They  have  several 
nieces  and  nephews  and  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. 

Their  funerals  were  both  conducted  at  the  Oak  Grove  church 
by  Eld.  Dolar  Ritchey,  with  interment  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 
Palestine,  111.  Mrs.  Laura  Plunkett. 


For  the  La  Verne  Conference  program  and  other  de- 
tails see  pages  18-21  of  this  Messenger. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Crone-Fisher.— April  18,  1941,  in  the  First  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Mansfield,  Ohio,  Harold  Eugene  Crone  and  Louise  Gwen- 
dolyn Fisher,  both  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Roland 
L.    Showalter,    Mansfield,    Ohio. 

DeWester-Brubaker. — In  the  Methodist  church  by  the  pastor, 
Nov.  30,  1940,  Robert  DeWester  of  Los  Angeles  and  Bernadine 
Brubaker  of  Covina,   Calif. — H.   Melvin  Brubaker,   Covina,   Calif. 

Faust-Chapman. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Shade  Creek  par- 
sonage, on  March  8,  1941,  George  Earl  Faust  of  Windber,  Pa.,  and 
Dorothy  E.  Chapman  of  Windber,  Pa. — John  F.  Graham,  Wind- 
ber, Pa. 

Ferguson-Gales. — At  the  home  of  Howard  Gates,  Earl  Fergu- 
son and  Alice  Gates,  March  16,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— P.  L. 
Fike,  West  Plains,  Mo. 

Groff-Meyer. — Paul  D.  Groff  of  El  Monte  and  Lois  E.  Meyer 
of  La  Verne,  April  4,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  C.  Groff,  El 
Monte,  Calif. 

Gross-Oli. — Harry  H.  Gross  of  Highspire,  Pa.,  and  Helen  E. 
Ott  of  Windber,  Pa.,  April  12,  1941.  at  the  parsonage  of  St.  James 
Lutheran  church,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  by  Rev.  George  W.  Lingle. 
— John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 

Maxey-Shelly.— April  25,  1941,  at  the  parsonage  in  Fruita,  by 
the  undersigned,  Thomas  Earl  Maxey  of  Pueblo  and  Opal  Shelly 
of  Fruita. — Marion  M.  Stern,  Fruita,  Colo. 

Palmer-Blickenstaff. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Astoria 
church  parsonage,  April  27,  1941,  William  C.  Palmer  and  Mary 
Blickenstaff,  both  of  the  Woodland  congregation  near  Astoria. — 
Lester  E.   Fike,   Astoria,   111. 

Swiharl-Brubaker. — In  the  La  Verne  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
April  26,  1941,  Donald  Swihart  of  Buttonwillow,  Calif.,  and 
Wanda  Brubaker  of  Covina,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned,  father  of 
the   bride. — H.   Melvin   Brubaker,    Covina,    Calif. 

Welsh-Smilh.— Alton  E.  Welsh  and  Miriam  Mae  Smith,  both  of 
Brookville,  Ohio,  April  12,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned. 
— N.  B.  Wine,  Dayton,   Ohio. 

Wissing-Tammel.— May  3,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, Merlin  Wissing,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wissing  of  Green- 
leafton,  and  Marjorie  Tammel,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Tammel. — Mark   Burner,   Preston,   Minn. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Cakerice,  Eliza  Ann  Slifer,  was  born  in  Ohio  on  May  6,  1854, 
and  died  on  March  8,  1941.  In  early  life  she  moved  with  her 
family  to  Lanark,  111.  In  1878  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bro. 
J.  H.  Cakerice.  Bro.  Cakerice  worked  as  a  farmer  preacher  for 
many  years,  and  his  companion  was  always  a  willing  helper, 
sacrificing  much  for  the  welfare  of  the  church  which  she  loved. 
During  their  ministry  they  served  churches  at  Lawrence  and 
Abilene,  Kans.,  and  several  churches  in  Iowa.  On  June  6,  1922, 
her  companion  preceded  her  in  death.  Since  that  time  she  lived 
with  her  children,  most  of  the  time  in  the  home  of  her  son  and 
family  at  Eldora,  Iowa.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
Church  in  youth  and  was  a  faithful,  consistent  Christian.  Her 
concern  for  the  church  led  her  to  an  openness  to  the  truths  of 
the  kingdom  and  a  willingness  to  co-operate  in  forward  move- 
ments, even  though  they  might  be  a  bit  different  from  her  for- 
mer ideals.  Her  eighty-seven  years  of  life  are  a  benediction  to 
those  left  behind.  Services  were  held  at  the  Ivester  church 
by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. — Earl  M.  Frantz,  Grundy  Center, 
Iowa. 

Horgeshimer,  Zachery,  was  born  Sept.  5,  1860,  and  died  April 
18,  1941,  at  the  Trinity  hospital  in  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  of  pneumonia. 
He  was  born  at  Culver,  Ind.,  and  lived  there  until  1894,  when 
he  married  Barbara  Ellen  Overmire.  In  1907  he  moved  to  Minot. 
He  leaves  one  son  and  three  daughters,  two  sisters,  two  brothers, 
seventeen  grandchildren  and  twenty-four  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  at  the  church  in  Minot  were  in  charge  of  the 
writer  and  interment  was  in  the  Rose  Hill  cemetery  in  Minot. — 
D.  A.  Miller,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 

Jasper,  Gerry  E.,  son  of  William  and  Louisa  Hall  Jasper,  was 
born  Oct.  27,  1890,  on  a  farm  near  Elkhart,  Iowa,  where  he  spent 
most  of  his  life.  He  was  united  in  marriage  on  Jan.  18,  1911,  to 
Josephine  Elsie  Schneider,  who  passed  away  Aug.  29,  1923.  To 
this  marriage  were  born  five  children.  On  Feb.  27,  1925,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Grace  Bridge  Kauffman,  who  during  these 
years  has  been  a  devoted  companion  and  a  loving  mother.  At 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, in  which  he  has  been  a  loyal  member,  and  a  faithful  serv- 
ant. He  had  served  his  church  as  a  deacon  and  a  trustee.  At 
all  times  he  showed  a  deep  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  church 


and  the  cause  which  it  represented.  He  was  never  too  busy  to 
lend  a  helping  hand.  The  end  came  quite  suddenly  from  a 
hemorrhage  of  the  brain  April  20,  1941,  in  the  Lutheran  hospital 
in  Des  Moines.  In  his  passing  the  community  lost  an  honest, 
dependable  and  highly  respected  citizen;  his  church,  a  sincere 
and  faithful  member;  and  the  family,  a  devoted  and  loving  hus- 
band and  father.  Besides  his  wife  and  five  children,  a  sister  and 
a  brother  survive.  A  brother  and  a  sister  preceded  him  in 
death.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Des  Moines  Valley 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  the  writer  officiating.  Burial  was 
in  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Glen  M.  Baird,  Elkhart,  Iowa. 

Massic,  Alice  G,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Mary  Jane  Williams, 
was  born  near  Roaring  Springs,  Pa.,  Aug.  4,  1872,  and  died  Aug. 
31,  1940.  On  March  19,  1891,  she  was  married  to  Samuel  D. 
Massic,  to  which  union  were  born  six  children.  One  son,  one 
daughter  and  her  companion  preceded  her  in  death.  About 
forty  years  ago  she  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  continued  faithful  unto  the  end.  She  loved  her 
church  and  enjoyed  the  services  of  God's  house.  It  was  very 
unusual  for  her  to  be  absent,  and  only  after  her  illness  had  de- 
veloped to  a  serious  state,  did  she  cease  coming.  In  1919  the 
family  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  one  sister  and  twelve  grandchildren.  Interment  was 
at  Roaring  Springs,  Pa. — Mrs.  C.   H.  Petry,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Rentschler,  Timna  Yoder,  was  born  on  Aug.  4,  1849,  at  Mohrs- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  died  March  4,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Richland. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  seventy- 
two  years  and  a  faithful  worker  at  all  times.  She  was  the  second 
oldest  member  to  pass  on  since  the  organization  of  the  Richland 
Sunday  school.  Her  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Brethren 
church  at  Mohrsville.  She  was  known  for  her  kind  heart  and 
devotion  to  those  dearest  to  her  and  her  many  friends.  She  was 
preceded  in  death  by  her  husband,  one  daughter,  one  sister, 
four  brothers  and  two  grandchildren.  She  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  three  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild  and  one 
brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  Wike's  funeral 
home,  Schaefferstown,  and  in  the  Maiden  Creek  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.  Elders  Michael 
Kurtz  and  Henry  Reber  had  charge  of  the  service. — Eva  A.  Bol- 
linger, Richland,  Pa. 

Risk,  Addie,  was  born  in  Coldwater,  Mich.,  Nov.  6,  1869,  and 
died  at  her  home  near  York,  N.  Dak.,  April  29,  1941.  Surviving 
are  one  brother,  one  sister,  four  sons,  one  daughter  and  ten 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  at  the  Brethren  church  near 
York,  N.  Dak.,  were  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  and  interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  by  the  church. — D.  A.  Miller,  Minot,  N.  Dak. 

Seefong.  Roger  William,  son  of  William  and  Lotisha  Seefong, 
was  born  Sept.  4,  1911.  On  April  10  he  was  fatally  injured  in 
a  collision  of  an  automobile  and  the  motorcycle  he  was  riding. 
Death  occurred  before  he  reached  the  hospital.  Roger  was  of  a 
kind  disposition,  having  made  many  friends.  In  the  home  he  was 
very  much  attached  to  his  mother  and  sister.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Center  church  Aug.  18,  1923.  His  father  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  Jan.  9,  1940.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted on  Easter  Sunday  at  the  Center  church  by  Bro.  M.  M. 
Taylor.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  Jennie 
Weyand,   Louisville,   Ohio. 

Seese,  John  B.,  was  born  in  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  April  12, 
1873,  and  died  at  Kieslerville,  Pa.,  April  24,  1941.  On  Oct.  30, 
1901,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Kate  Hibbard.  Eleven  children 
were  born  to  them,  four  having  preceded  him  in  death.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  three  daughters,  four  sons,  one  brother  and 
thirteen  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Methodist  church  at  Upper  Middletown  in  charge  of  the  under- 
signed and  Bro.  H.  H.  Glover,  a  lifelong  friend  of  the  deceased. 
Burial  was  in  the  churchyard  cemetery. — C.  C.  Sollenberger, 
Uniontown,    Pa. 

Shumaker.  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Murray  Shumaker,  deceased, 
passed  away  at  her  home  in  Tarentum,  Pa.,  Jan.  6,  1941,  at  the 
age  of  69  years.  She  united  with  the  church  while  living  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Red  Bank  church,  now  Center  Hill,  and  remained 
faithful  until  death.  Although  she  was  isolated  by  distance  from 
the  church  for  the  past  twenty  years,  her  interest  had  not  less- 
ened. Several  children  survive.  Funeral  services  in  the  Walters 
funeral  home  in  Tarentum  were  conducted  by  Eld.  M.  J. 
Brougher  of  Greensburg,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Neff,  pastor  of 
the  Pittsburgh   church. — M.   Elizabeth   Barnett,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Silkniiier  Chloe,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Rosannah  Rininger, 
was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  21,  1870,  and  died  Aug. 
30,  1940.  She  was  the  oldest  child  in  a  family  of  ten  children. 
On  Oct.  12,  1890,  she  was  married  to  Winfield  Silknitter.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children.  Two  sons  and  her  companion 
preceded  her  in  death.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  she  became 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  has  remained 
faithful  through  the  years.  She  was  not  able  to  attend  services 
much  of  the  time,  but  she  never  lost  interest  in  the  things  of 
the  kingdom  of  God.  In  1924  the  family  moved  to  Akron,  where 
she  had  since  made  her  home.  Surviving  are  three  sons,  two 
daughters  and  ten  grandchildren.  Interment  was  at  Greensburg, 
Ohio. — Mrs.    C.    H.    Petry,   Akron,    Ohio. 

Smith,  David  Clinton,  aged  79  years,  8  months  and  12  days, 
died  April  27,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Syria,  Va.,  where  he  spent 
his  entire  life.     He  was  married  to  Mollie  Berry  in  1886.     To  this 
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union  were  born  eleven  children,  two  preceding  him  in  death. 
He  was  baptized  forty-five  years  ago  by  the  late  Dennis  Weimer 
and  remained  a  faithful  member  of  the  Rose  River  church.  His 
pastor,  Eld.  W.  E.  Cunningham,  conducted  the  service  at  the 
home,  and  burial  took  place  in  the  family  cemetery  near  by. — 
T.   B.  Finks,   Syria,  Va. 

Swinger,  Minnie,  eldest  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Horning 
Colliflower,  was  born  March  26,  1863,  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  and  died  April  15,  1941.  On  Sept.  29,  1878,  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  she  remained  a  faithful  and 
devoted  member.  For  many  years  she  served  as  Sunday-school 
teacher  and  capably  filled  other  offices  of  the  church.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jesse  Swinger,  March  25,  1883.  To  this 
union  were  born  six  children.  Into  this  home  was  also  taken  a 
foster  daughter  when  she  was  six  days  old.  Surviving  are  five 
children,  twenty  grandchildren,  six  great-grandchildren,  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  faithful  Christian,  a  loving 
and  self-sacrificing  mother.  She  loved  to  study  and  read  her 
Bible,  having  completed  reading  it  many  times.  In  her  latter 
hours  she  bade  farewell  to  her  children  in  a  parting  blessing, 
confident  of  meeting  her  loved  ones  in  the  great  beyond.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
Pastor  Dolar   Ritchey. — Mildred   Walton,   Hutsonville,   HI. 

Tyler,  Milton  B.,  was  born  May  4,  1859,  in  Germantown,  Pa., 
where  he  spent  his  life.  He  died  April  22,  1941,  at  his  daugh- 
ter's home  at  Gardenville,  Pa.  For  forty  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Germantown  church  and  for  twenty  years  was  caretaker 
of  the  church  cemetery.  He  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  a  step- 
daughter and  a  stepson.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  Pastor 
B.  F.  Waltz  in  the  Germantown  church,  with  burial  in  the  ceme- 
tery adjoining.— Rebecca  Foutz,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


Alabama 

Fruiidale. — We  are  indeed  glad  to  have  our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  W. 
Petcher  of  Citron elle,  with  us  again.  On  May  4  he  was  able  to 
fill  his  place  in  the  pulpit  after  being  ill  for  several  months  from 
the  results  of  an  automobile  accident.  We  are  very  thankful  for 
his  recovery  and  have  greatly  missed  him  and  Sister  Petcher. 
During  Bro.  Petcher's  absence  his  son,  Ret  Petcher,  carried  on 
the  work.  We  are  planning  to  have  our  communion  services  on 
Friday,  May  9.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  will  hold  a  vesper  service  near 
the  church  on  May  11.  We  hope  that  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  spirit  will 
be  newly  aroused  in  each  member. — Myrtle  Alice  Carpenter, 
Fruitdale,  Ala.,  May  6. 

Illinois 

Canton. — The  ladies'  aid  sewed  several  days  for  the  Red  Cross 
besides  collecting  a  large  bundle  of  clothing  for  relief.  At  the 
annual  business  meeting  in  March  all  officers  were  retained  with 
the  exception  of  Mrs.  Blanche  Westerfield,  who  offered  her  res- 
ignation as  missionary  director;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Rose  was  elected 
to  fill  the  office.  The  Cheerful  Climbers  class  held  an  annual 
birthday  supper  March  13,  with  a  large  number  present.  Our 
men's  brotherhood  has  met  once  a  month  all  winter  to  paint  the 
church  basement  and  two  Sunday-school  rooms.  Brother  and 
Sister  Charles  Dumond's  daughter,  Gladys,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Rev.  William  Zimmerman  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  on 
March  23  after  church  services.  On  March  19  our  semiannual 
council  meeting  was  held,  Bro.  I.  J.  Gibson  of  Astoria  pre- 
siding. A  unified  system  of  financing,  originally  known  as  the 
Baughman  plan,  was  adopted  to  be  started  next  October,  the 
beginning  of  our  church  finance  year.  The  council  also  voted 
approval  of  the  Brethren  Service  plan.  Cottage  prayer  meet- 
ings were  held  from  March  31  to  April  4  at  various  homes,  fol- 
lowed by  a  week  of  union  services  with  the  other  churches  of 
Canton.  On  Thursday  evening  we  observed  the  love  feast  at 
our  church  while  the  other  churches  had  a  community  communion 
at  the  Christian  church.  The  church  attendance  has  been  stead- 
ily increasing,  as  well  as  the  Sunday-school  attendance,  espe- 
cially in  the  junior  and  beginner  departments.  On  Easter  Sun- 
day evening  four  were  baptized.  The  mother's  study  club,  which 
was  organized  a  year  ago,  has  been  increasing  in  membership. 
The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  May  7.  The 
Home  Builders'  class  held  its  annual  pie  social  April  23,  with_ 
good  attendance  and  enjoyable  fellowship. — Mrs.  Evelyn  Rose, 
Canton,  111.,  May  2. 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — Attendance  and  interest  have  been 
very  good.  Classes  of  instruction  in  church  membership  were 
started  in  January  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  White,  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Ray  Over.  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  conducted  services  each 
night  of  the  week  preceding  Easter,  climaxing  them  with  his 
splendid  sermon  on  Easter  morning.  Nine  young  people  were 
baptized  on  Easter  morning.  On  May  4  five  more  were  baptized, 
three  of  whom  will  become  members  of  the  Hastings  Street 
church.  The  Hastings  Street  church  will  join  us  in  the  com- 
munion service  on  May  9.  Our  church  was  well  represented  at 
the  teacher  training  classes  held  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
A  special  council  meeting  was  held  on  Feb.  5.  On  Feb.  6  the 
ladies'  aid  held  a  successful  Plunkett  supper.  Bro.  William  Bos- 
serman,  a  student  at  the  seminary  at  Bethany,  took  charge  of 
our  evening  church  service  on  Feb.  9.     The  mystery  daughters 


and  their  mothers  enjoyed  a  Valentine  party  on  Feb.  13.  In  the 
past  two  years  the  choir  of  our  church,  under  the  able  and 
faithful  leadership  of  Bro.  Henry  Pederson,  has  become  a  vital 
part  of  our  services.  A  special  musical  program  was  given  by 
this  group  on  Feb.  23,  the  second  anniversary  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  choir.  The  men's  quartet  and  the  women's  trio  also 
helped  in  this  program.  Bro.  Pederson  and  his  wife  gave  a  St. 
Patrick's  party  for  the  choir.  The  ladies'  aid  has  made  a  com- 
plete layette  for  a  refugee  child  and  quilted  two  quilts  to  be  sent 
to  Europe.  They  are  planning  another  Plunkett  supper.  The 
Douglas  Park  church  enjoyed  the  Bible  classes  which  Bro.  David 
Wieand  conducted  on  Sunday  evenings.  We  are  sorry  that 
Bro.  David  Joiner  has  left  our  group.  His  family  will  join  him 
soon  at  their  new  home  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Our  pastor  is 
planning  a  special  Mother's  Day  service  for  May  II.  At  the  last 
council  meeting  it  was  decided  that  the  choir  members  would 
wear  uniform  black  robes  with  white  collars.  Our  pastor  is 
making  plans  for  the  daily  vacation  Bible  school. — Mrs.  Berniece 
Pfolsgrof,  Chicago,  111.,  May  5. 

Freeport. — Race  relations  and  youth  Sunday  was  observed 
Feb.  2  with  Rev.  David  Cunningham,  pastor  of  the  Negro  Meth- 
odist church,  bringing  the  message  on  Christian  Growth.  In  the 
evening  a  temperance  play,  Why  Should  I  Give?  was  given  by 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  group.  Our  father  and  son  banquet  held  on 
Feb.  15  was  well  attended.  Rev.  Leonard  Odiorne,  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church,  was  the  guest  speaker.  On  Feb.  16 
Brethren  Willard  Powers  of  Mt.  Morris,  Vernon  Hohnadel  of 
Gratiot,  Wis.,  and  E.  B.  Williams  of  Batavia,  laymen  of  the  dis- 
trict, gave  short  talks  at  the  morning  service.  At  the  business 
meeting  held  Feb.  26  the  church  voted  to  retain  Pastor  Clarence 
Fike  and  wife  for  two  more  years  beginning  in  September.  For 
four  evenings  preceding  Easter  special  services  were  held  by  our 
pastor.  On  Easter  morning  the  children  gave  a  program  follow- 
ing the  Sunday-school  hour,  and  Bro.  Fike  preached  a  sermon  on 
The  Value  of  the  Resurrection.  Through  these  services  four 
accepted  Christ  and  were  received  by  baptism.  In  the  evening 
we  observed  the  love  feast.  While  the  attendance  was  not  as 
large  as  sometimes,  it  was  a  spiritual  feast.  Our  group  is  co- 
operating in  relief  and  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  We 
have  just  completed  the  redecoration  of  the  church  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Sunday-school  classes  and  the  ladies'  aid  soci- 
ety. Our  pastor's  wife,  who  is  talented  in  art,  painted  and  do- 
nated to  the  church  a  large  picture  of  Christ  in  the  garden.  The 
Freeport  church  prizes  this  gift  very  highly.  A  candlelighting 
rededication  service  was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  20,  with 
Eld.  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Lanark  as  the  speaker.  We  feel  that 
we  are  making  progress  spiritually  and  financially  under  the 
leadership  and  earnest  work  of  Brother  and  Sister  Fike. — Laura 
LeBaron,  Freeport,   111.,  April  28. 

La  Molle  Prairie. — On  April  27  business  was  transacted  at  the 
regular  council  meeting.  Since  our  church  lawn  was  badly  in 
need  of  care  it  was  decided  that  the  men  should  bring  their 
lawn  mowers  and  put  them  to  use  before  prayer  meeting  on 
Thursday  evenings.  The  date  for  our  love  feast  is  May  17.  There 
was  some  discussion  about  an  afternoon  service  preceding  the 
love  feast;  decisions  for  the  same  were  left  with  the  young 
people.  The  offerings  were  then  received.  The  church  offering 
amounted  to  $4.55,  and  the  district  missionary  offering  to  $1.80. — 
Mildred  Walton,  Hutsonville,  111.,  May  1. 

Oak  Grove. — On  Jan.  19  the  Mennonite  chorus  brought  us  a 
message  in  song  which  was  very  much  appreciated.  We  met  in 
council  on  March  30  and  elected  the  following  officers:  clerk, 
Wilma  Kenyon;  treasurer,  William  Hare;  Messenger  correspond- 
ent, Allie  Kenyon;  Messenger  agent,  Willard  Hardmeier.  Bro. 
M.  -  A.  Whisler  was  unanimously  re-elected  elder  for  another 
year.  Ruth  Hare  and  Alberta  Whisler  were  chosen  delegates  to 
district  conference.  On  March  22  Bro.  John  Wieand  of  Decatur 
held  morning  and  afternoon  services  in  Bible  study  and  gave 
us  some  good  thoughts  on  a  new  work  system.  There  were  many 
interesting  discussions  at  the  ministers'  conference  held  at  our 
church  April  19.  A  group  from  our  church  attended  the  Passion 
Play  in  Bloomington  on  April  20.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
May  18. — Mrs.  Allie  Kenyon,  Lowpoint,  111.,  April  25. 

Virden. — A  play,  Prisoner  of  the  Bar,  was  given  in  our  church 
the  latter  part  of  January.  Home  talent  from  all  the  churches 
of  the  town  was  used.  Two  other  plays  have  also  been  given 
recently.  One  was  sponsored  by  the  peace  and  temperance 
committee  and  the  other  by  the  ladies  of  our  missionary  group. 
The  missionary  meetings  held  once  a  month  are  well  attended 
and  enjoyed.  The  ladies'  aid  is  planning  a  bazaar  to  be  held 
next  fall.  Our  church  joined  with  the  other  churches  of  the 
town  in  a  union  communion  service  just  before  Easter  and  in  a 
Good  Friday  service.  A  special  program  was  arranged  for  our 
Easter  morning  worship.  Two  boys  from  our  Junior  department 
were  baptized  Easter  morning.  Four  adults  have  been  received 
by  letter  since  the  first  of  the  year.  A  goodly  number  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  district  young  people's  rally  in 
Springfield  on  April  27.  Our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Caslow, 
remains  confined  to  her  bed.— Mrs.  Velma  Hamilton,  Virden,  111., 
May  5. 

Indiana 
Baugo. — At  the  regular  business  meeting  on  Feb.  21  the  year's 
program   was  planned   and   a  budget   adopted.     Our  communion 
was    appointed    for    June    4.      Children's    day    will    be    observed 
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June  8;  the  date  for  the  harvest  meeting  was  set  for  Sept.  14.  On 
Feb.  24  Bro.  Ray  Shank  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  began  a  revival 
meeting  which  continued  for  two  weeks.  Bro.  Shank's  messages 
were  strong,  wholesome,  gospel  sermons.  While  no  converts 
were  added  to  the  church  during  these  meetings  we  feel  much 
good  was  done  in  strengthening  the  membership.  The  song  serv- 
ice was  very  ably  conducted  by  Bro.  George  Anglemyer. — H.  S. 
Bowers,  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  May  6. 

Cedar  Lake. — We  met  in  regular  business  session  on  April  2 
with  Eld.  A.  F.  Morris  in  charge.  Interest  and  attendance  have 
been  good.  A  number  of  activities  have  provided  opportunity 
for  fellowship.  Our  young  people  entertained  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
conference  of  this  district  on  Feb.  23,  and  presented  the  play, 
The  House  on  the  Sand.  This  play  has  been  presented  three 
additional  times.  On  Easter  morning  a  sunrise  service  was  held 
at  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  to  which  the  Cedar  Lake,  Auburn  and 
Pleasant  Chapel  churches  were  invited.  Bro.  Russell  Sherman 
gave  the  Easter  message.  The  entire  service  was  very  inspira- 
tional. On  May  10  the  joint  mother  and  daughter  association 
of  this  section  will  be  held  at  our  church.  An  all-day  farewell 
service  is  planned  for  May  25  in  honor  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Gor- 
man Zook,  and  family.  They  are  leaving  us  on  June  1  to  go  to 
the  Osage  church  in  Southeastern  Kansas.  His  resignation  was 
accepted  with  profound  regret,  but  we  would  not  keep  him  from 
greater  opportunities.  The  church  has  steadily  grown  in  every 
way  under  his  fine  leadership.  In  the  future  he  plans  to  give 
full-time  service  to  the  church;  heretofore  he  was  a  teacher  and 
part-time   pastor. — Mrs.    David   Wagner,   Garrett,    Ind.,   April   27. 

English  Prairie. — On  Easter  Sunday  evening  we  presented  the 
cantata,  The  Conquering  King,  to  a  large  audience.  Brother  and 
Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  will  be  with  us  in  a  revival  meeting  be- 
ginning at  the  church  on  Sunday  following  the  communion. 
Because  of  the  revival  meetings  we  will  not  have  our  children's 
day  program  until  June  15.  Our  harvest  meeting  will  be  held 
Aug.  10.  We  have  chosen  Bro.  Carl  Robbins  to  act  as  our 
Brethren  Service  promotional  secretary.  Our  delegates  to  dis- 
trict conference  are  Bro.  Charles  Light  and  wife. — Mrs.  Charles 
Light,  Howe,  Ind.,  April  30. 

Fairview. — We  met  in  council  meeting  on  April  30,  with  a  good 
attendance,  considering  the  busy  season,  and  the  late  evening 
factory  employment  of  many  of  our  members.  We  decided  to 
have  missionary  day  on  May  18,  at  which  time  we  shall  receive 
an  offering  for  world-wide  missions,  and  have  Sister  Minerva 
Metzger,  returned  missionary  from  China,  give  the  address.  The 
Sunday  school  will  send  three  to  Camp  Mack  this  summer,  one 
from  each  of  the  three  classes — boys,  girls  and  young  people.  It 
was  decided  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold  from  Mary- 
land to  give  us  one  of  their  programs  in  September.  Bro.  Moyne 
Landis  of  Pierceton  is  to  conduct  our  revival  meeting  from 
Aug.  11  to  24.  We  decided  to  be  represented  by  delegate  at  An- 
nual Conference  to  be  held  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24.  Be- 
cause the  Old  Order  Brethren  are  having  their  Conference  so 
near  our  location,  it  was  decided  to  dismiss  our  morning  preach- 
ing service  on  June  1  to  attend  the  conference.  While  Bro.  Rob- 
ert Sink  was  a  patient  at  the  hospital  Bro.  J.  W.  Root  presided 
at  our  council. — Mrs.  Lulu  E.  Root,  La  Fayette,  Ind.,  May  1. 

La  Porle. — Our  share  in  financing  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp  is  being  met  by  special  offerings.  Bro.  John  Metzler,  dis- 
trict educational  secretary,  was  with  us  for  two  evenings  to 
show  picture  views  of  the  work  of  the  churches  in  Northern 
Indiana.  On  the  second  evening  a  fellowship  supper  was  a  part 
of  the  service.  Bro.  Christian  Metzler  preached  for  us  on  Easter 
Sunday,  and  in  the  evening  an  Easter  cantata  and  pageant  were 
given  by  our  chorus  class.  Some  of  the  Brethren  met  at  the 
church  on  aid  day  to  plant  trees  on  the  church  lawn;  the  wom- 
en quilted  and  prepared  the  dinner.  Our  aid  made  a  comforter 
for  a  needy  family  of  nonmembers.  The  ladies  surprised  our 
pastor's  wife  recently  when  they  met  at  her  home  to  make  two 
comforters  and  then  presented  them  to  her.  On  April  22  our 
missionary  society  president,  Sister  Grace  Rensberger,  gave  a 
play,  The  Chestnut  Magic,  at  the  close  of  the  business  session. — 
Mrs.  Nathan  B.  Cross,  La  Porte,  Ind.,  May  5. 

Middlebury. — The  interests  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps  have  been  presented  in  a  Sunday  morning  service  in 
charge  of  Mark  Schrock  and  in  a  fellowship  supper  with  John 
Metzler  as  speaker  of  the  evening.  There  are  two  peace  teams 
organized  to  visit  the  members  and  explain  the  peace  camp 
project.  They  are  Troy  Schrock  and  Noble  Nusbaum,  and  Al- 
bert Kindy  and  Glen  Kindy.  Our  offering  for  Brethren  Service 
camps  thus  far  has  been  $148.  Our  Achievement  Offering 
amounted  to  $47.  The  men  have  placed  the  Messenger  in  one 
hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes.  On  Feb.  28  the  churches  of 
Middlebury  met  at  our  church  for  observance  of  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer.  May  11  is  the  day  set  aside  for  the  consecration  of 
babies. — Mrs.  Gladys   Schrock,   Goshen,   Ind.,  May  5. 

North  Webster. — We  met  in  council  with  our  finance  board  at 
the  church  on  April  17.  Our  spring  communion  service  will  be 
held  May  24.  A  short  Mother's  Day  program  is  being  planned 
for  May  11.  We  expect  to  have  a  harvest  meeting  in  September. 
— Mabel  Morehead,  Leesburg,  Ind.,  April  28. 

West  Manchester. — During  the  last  few  months  our  church  has 
engaged  in  a  large  number  of  activities.  We  were  successful  in 
reaching  the  Gospel  Messenger  one  hundred  per  cent  club  plan. 
Our    church    was    host    to    the    district    ministerial    meeting    on 


March  29.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  was  with  us  on  two  evenings  pre- 
ceding Easter  to  give  illustrated  lectures  on  his  trip  to  the  Holy 
Land;  Bro.  George  Deaton  gave  six  worth-while  sermons.  The 
young  people  of  the  township  held  their  annual  sunrise  service 
on  Easter  morning.  The  Sunday  school  and  the  church  service 
were  very  well  attended.  Bro.  Deaton  gave  the  morning  message, 
and  a  fine  Easter  play  was  presented  in  the  evening.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver,  was  selected  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  17.  Five  of  our  members 
have  been  called  by  death  within  the  last  few  months.  Our 
men's  organization  is  responsible  for  the  Brethren  Service  pro- 
gram in  our  local  church.  Our  women's  organization  has  been 
quite  busy  with  a  number  of  sale  dinners,  other  special  dinners 
and  worth-while  projects.  On  ministerial  exchange  day  in  our 
district,  April  27,  Bro.  Walter  Balsbaugh  from  the  Mexico  church 
was  our  speaker. — Mrs.  S.  L.  Young,  West  Manchester,  Ind., 
April  30. 

Nettle  Creek. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  April  7 
Eld.  O.  D.  Werking  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Conference, 
with  Bro.  Carl  Hilbert  as  alternate.  Recently  two  members  were 
received  by  letter  and  one  by  baptism.  During  Bro.  Werking's 
evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Richmond  church,  the  Brick  church 
had  Bro.  Virgil  Finnell  of  North  Manchester  to  give  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  messages  on  March  30.  Bro.  Estel  McCullough 
of  Middletown  gave  us  two  inspiring  sermons  on  April  6.  The 
Master  Keys  class  of  the  Brick  church  sponsored  the  annual 
Easter  sunrise  service  and  breakfast  on  Easter  Sunday.  Rev. 
Wilbur  E.  Allen,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Pershing, 
gave  us  the  early  Easter  message,  and  the  Methodist  church 
of  Hagerstown  furnished  two  musical  numbers.  Breakfast  was 
served  to  170.  In  the  evening  the  Easter  play,  The  Rock,  coached 
by  Sister  Thelma  Stout,  was  given  to  a  large  audience.  We  have 
new  chairs  for  the  basement.  We  held  our  love  feast  April  26 
with  Prof.  J.  Oscar  Winger  of  North  Manchester  officiating.  On 
the  following  day  he  gave  us  the  morning  sermon.  Many  at- 
tended both  of  these  services.  Interest  has  been  very  good.— 
Mary  Dutro,  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  May  1. 

New  Salem. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  remodeled  the 
basement  of  the  church.  The  aid  room  has  been  painted,  new 
linoleum  laid  on  the  floor  and  table  tops,  and  a  new  electric  hot 
plate  installed.  On  April  19  the  ministerial  meeting  of  Northern 
Indiana  was  held  here.  Bro.  William  Beahm  spoke  on  the 
Divinity,  Humanity  and  Works  of  Jesus.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  May  24. — Mrs.  Grace  Ulrey,  Leesburg,   Ind.,  May  6. 

North  Manchester. — The  Manchester  College  male  quartet  and 
women's  quartet  presented  a  concert  of  sacred  music  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  2.  On  Feb.  16  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  brought 
us  a  helpful  message  on  Experiments  in  Practical  Christianity, 
and  addressed  the  young  people  in  their  evening  service.  He 
has  given  us  much  firsthand  information  concerning  relief  work 
in  Europe.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  23  Howard  Sollenberger 
showed  pictures  of  his  work  in  China.  In  the  morning  service 
of  Feb.  23  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin  reminded  us  that  the 
modern  way  of  life  is  likely  to  make  us  poor  neighbors  and 
friends,  thus  robbing  Christianity  of  its  vital  personal  influence. 
A  splendid  achievement  offering  was  lifted  on  that  morning. 
On  March  16  Julian  Gromer  of  Elgin  showed  his  delightful  travel 
pictures  of  the  Northwest  and  Alaska.  The  Life  of  Christ  in 
pictures  on  March  30  and  31  was  a  suitable  program  to  prepare 
us  for  the  Easter  season.  At  the  council  on  April  3  Bro.  H.  L. 
Hartsough  was  re-elected  pastor  for  another  three  years.  The 
church  voted  unanimously  to  install  Vernon  Miller  in  the  minis- 
try. Brethren  Hartsough  and  W.  W.  Peters  were  chosen  dele- 
gates to  Annual  Meeting.  On  Palm  Sunday  the  children  and  the 
junior  choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  O.  W.  Neher,  fur- 
nished special  music.  Holy  Week  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  W.  W.  Slabaugh,  and  communion  was  observed  on  April  10. 
A  Good  Friday  service  was  held  in  collaboration  with  the  other 
churches  of  the  town.  The  children's  department  participated 
in  the  services  on  Easter  morning,  and  in  the  evening  a  concert 
of  sacred  music  was  presented  by  the  various  choirs  of  the 
church.  Twenty-three  new  members  were  welcomed  into  the 
fellowship  of  the  church. — Mrs.  Erie  Cullar,  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,    May    2. 

West  Marion. — Bro.  J.  A.  Snell  of  our  district  conducted  the 
pre-Easter  services  of  one  week's  duration.  These  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  of  great  spiritual  benefit  to  all.  The  semi- 
annual communion  service  was  held  on  Good  Friday  evening 
with  Bro.  Snell  officiating.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  our 
pastor,  Bro.  James  H.  Beahm,  will  move  to  our  city  immediately 
following  his  graduation  from  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
He  has  been  rehired  for  another  year  beginning  Sept.  1  and 
plans  to  give  practically  his  full  time  to  the  work  of  the  church. 
Bro.  Walter  Stinebaugh  of  the  Salamonie  church  was  guest 
speaker  in  the  exchange  of  pulpits  by  the  ministers  of  the  dis- 
trict. The  ladies'  aid  has  been  contributing  towels,  blankets  and 
washcloths  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  in  Michigan. 
The  men's  organization  sponsored  the  completion  of  the  bap- 
tistry and  the  installation  of  a  heating  unit.  The  Sunday  school 
presented  a  program  dramatizing  the  quarter's  studies  in  the 
Book  of  Luke.— Ruby  Witter,  Marion,  Ind.,  April  30. 

Iowa 

Brooklyn. — At    our    council    on    Feb.    23    church    officers    were 
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elected  for  the  coming  year:  Mabel  Rhinehart,  clerk;  Glenn 
Connell,  treasurer;  Stella  Connell,  chorister;  May  Breneman, 
pianist.  On  March  5  the  men  met  at  the  parsonage  and  organ- 
ized the  men's  work.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  June  1. — May 
Breneman,  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  May  3. 

Dallas  Center. — During  the  Lenten  season  our  pastor  gave  an 
evangelistic  sermon  each  Sunday  morning  and  extended  an 
invitation.  On  the  evening  of  April  27  fourteen  were  baptized; 
three  were  adults  and  the  others  were  Sunday-school  children. 
One  entire  intermediate  class  was  among  the  number.  On  Palm 
Sunday  evening  an  Easter  cantata,  The  Conquering  Christ,  under 
the  direction  of  the  pastor's  wife,  was  given  to  an  appreciative 
audience.  The  program  committee  had  charge  of  the  impressive 
Easter  play,  Into  Thy  Kingdom.  Because  of  the  death  of  the 
aged  church  janitor  early  on  Easter  morning  the  play  was  post- 
poned until  the  following  Sunday  evening.  Our  attendance  is 
increasing.  The  home  department  is  extending  its  service  to  in- 
clude the  young  men  in  army  service.  None  of  our  number  has 
yet  been  sent  to  the  conscientious  objector  camp.  Our  aid  so- 
ciety president  is  recovering  from  a  major  operation;  others 
who  have  been  ill  are  improving  steadily.  On  the  first  Sunday 
of  each  month  we  are  informed  concerning  missionary  news 
from  our  missionary  superintendent,  and  we  receive  a  special 
offering.  We  miss  the  kindly  faces  of  Annie  Hawbaker,  mother 
of  Gladys  Royer  of  Nigeria,  Africa,  and  of  our  aged  janitor,  An- 
drew Bechtel. — Maud  Moser,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  May  3. 

Des  Moines  Valley. — We  have  enjoyed  some  very  fine  spiritual 
meetings  and  the  work  is  progressing  in  an  encouraging  way. 
Recently  a  number  of  our  members  have  been  in  hospitals  and 
a  few  of  our  faithful  members  have  passed  away.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  is  going  to  one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  homes.  The 
various  departments  of  women's  work  have  been  very  active. 
In  February  the  women's  regional  conference  was  held  here. 
Our  missionary  society  has  met  regularly  to  study  the  book, 
Stand  By  for  China,  and  has  sent  a  number  of  bags  of  relief 
clothing.  The  ladies'  aid  group  meets  regularly  each  week  to 
sew  and  in  addition  has  served  at  one  sale.  The  women's  work 
has  given  $100  for  improvements  at  the  parsonage,  $50  for  gen- 
eral missions  and  $50  to  our  church  treasury.  Raymond  Peters 
was  a  guest  speaker  here  and  at  a  group  meeting  at  the  Panther 
Creek  church.  The  men's  work  has  been  active  with  several 
projects.  Pre-Easter  services  were  well  attended  with  a  special 
service  on  Easter  Sunday.  Our  contribution  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  project  since  March  1  is  $91.10.  The  offering  from 
our  peace  cups  is  given  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month.  We 
have  two  young  men  in  class  rV-E  ready  for  one  of  our  church 
camps.  At  our  last  business  meeting  Brother  and  Sister  Glen  M. 
Baird  were  unanimously  chosen  to  be  with  us  for  a  period  of  two 


years.  Recently  three  members  were  added  by  baptism  and  one 
by  letter.  We  are  planning  a  vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held 
from  May  26  to  June  6.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
will  be  held  May  1,  and  our  communion  service  May  17.  A  chil- 
dren's consecration  service  will  be  held  on  Mother's  Day. — Mrs. 
Earl  M.  Goughnour,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  30. 

Prairie  City. — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  April  1  we 
decided  to  secure  a  summer  pastor  providing  one  is  available. 
It  was  decided  not  to  send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  be- 
cause of  the  expense.  Merlin  Brewer  and  Flossie  Buckingham 
were  chosen  delegates  to  district  meeting.  A  group  of  our 
women  attended  the  women's  work  council  held  at  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  church  in  February.  Sister  Nettie  Senger  spoke 
at  the  morning  and  evening  services  on  March  2  and  showed 
slides  on  China.  The  church  has  felt  the  loss  of  our  elder,  Bro. 
W.  I.  Buckingham,  who  passed  away  on  March  24.  Union  serv- 
ices were  conducted  each  evening  during  Holy  Week  by  our,  pas- 
tor, Eld.  B.  F.  Buckingham,  and  the  pastors  of  our  neighboring 
Methodist  and  Christian  churches.  Our  women's  work  council 
has  been  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross.  Our  annual  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  will  be  held  in  June.  Our  love  feast  has  been 
set  for  June  5.— Mrs.  Gail  Timmons,  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  April  29. 

Kansas 
Burr  Oak. — On  April  27  we  met  in  business  meeting,  which  had 
been  deferred  for  more  than  a  month  because  of  rainy  weather 
and  muddy  roads.  Our  pastor,  who  had  been  confined  to  the 
hospital  at  Concordia  for  over  a  week,  has  almost  recovered  from 
his  affliction  although  he  still  has  some  rheumatism.  Eight 
church  letters  were  granted  to  members  who  had  moved  away 
some  years  ago  without  letters.  We  are  planning  a  series  of 
meetings  to  be  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield 
the  last  part  of  August.  The  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  close 
of  these  meetings.  Sister  Rose  Renner  was  chosen  to  represent 
the  church  on  our  district  peace  committee,  and  Sister  Cora  Pair 
on  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  now  busy 
quilting  each  week  after  a  recess  during  the  severe  winter 
weather  of  January,  February  and  March. — Mrs.  E.  E.  Thomp- 
son, Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  April  28. 

Maryland 
Westminster.— The  Sunday  school  gave  the  drama.  Children 
of  Galilee,  on  Easter  Sunday  evening.  Services  were  held  by 
Bro.  Berkley  Bowman  and  Bro.  F.  E.  Williar  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  evenings  before  Easter.  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell  of  Naper- 
ville,  111.,  has  accepted  the  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  West- 
minster church.  We  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  coming 
of  Brother  and   Sister   Mitchell   the   latter   part   of  the   summer. 


Conference  Offering  for  Missions  and  Church  Service 
(Conference  Budget) 

Blank  for  Sending  Money 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find  dollars.  Unless  desig- 
nated on  the  blank  line  this  money  is  to  be  used  for  the 
agencies  included  in  the  Conference  Budget. 


Please  place  this  money  to  the  credit  of 


Individual 


Class 


Sunday  School      Name  of  sender 

•     Congregation      Street  Address  or  R.  D. 


District      Post  Office   State. 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,    111. 

Please  state  what  congregation  and  district  should  have 
credit  for  this.  Full  name  and  address  should  be  given  to 
insure  a  prompt  return  of  receipt. 
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The  Bridgewater  College  glee  club  gave  an  excellent  sacred 
concert  at  the  morning  service  on  April  20.  In  the  evening 
Sister  Rachel  Garner  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  her  work  last 
summer  among  the  migrants  in  the  Northwest.  Sister  Mary 
Schaeffer's  message  of  April  29  on  the  mission  work  in  China 
was  much  appreciated.  A  number  of  our  church  women  at- 
tended the  interdenominational  church  women's  luncheon  held 
at  Western  Maryland  College  May  1.  Over  two  hundred  church 
women  of  the  community  enjoyed  this  fine  Christian  fellowship. 
Mrs.  A.  N.  Warner,  who  wrote  the  first  chapter  of  Moving  Mil- 
lions, was  the  guest  speaker.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
will  be  held  May  14.— Mrs.  H.  Edgar  Royer,  Westminster,  Md., 
May   5. 

Michigan 

Detroit,  First. — We  had  a  busy  winter  in  our  church,  and  at- 
tendance has  improved.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Harvey  Hostetler,  has 
been  preaching  inspiring  sermons.  On  Feb.  8  the  young  people 
sponsored  a  dinner  on  which  they  cleared  about  thirty  dollars 
to  be  presented  as  a  gift  to  the  church.  On  Feb.  9  they  had 
charge  of  the  evening  program.  On  the  evening  of  March  9  Bro. 
Perry  Hoover,  state  fieldman,  preached  on  the  subject,  To 
Whom  Shall  We  Go?  At  the  morning  service  on  March  9  Dr. 
Clarence  Hill  Frank,  executive  secretary  of  the  Detroit  council 
of  churches,  gave  an  address,  Draw  Nigh  to  God.  On  March  16 
we  had  as  guest  soloist,  Joseph  Cole,  an  able  Negro  singer.  In 
the  evening  after  a  concert,  a  talk  was  given  by  Hartley  Fowler 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  on  the  War  Prisoners  in  Europe  and  Asia. 
After  the  service  all  present  were  entertained  at  tea  in  the  din- 
ing room  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Gordon  in  honor  of  their  son 
who  left  on  Feb.  10  for  a  Selective  Service  Training  camp.  On 
March  12  the  ladies  held  their  annual  spring  luncheon.  On 
March  23  the  Detroit  Alumni  Association  of  Manchester  College 
held  a  meeting  at  the  church.  The  church  choir,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Earl  Hoover,  gave  an  evening  program  on  March  29. 
The  young  people  enjoyed  an  Easter  dawn  breakfast  and  serv- 
ice. The  Junior  choir  assisted  in  the  special  music  at  the  morn- 
ing worship  service.  In  the  evening  the  Chinese  Sunday  school 
was  in  charge  of  the  service.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
will  be  held  May  9.  We  are  planning  for  the  silver  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Detroit,  to  be 
held  May  16,  17  and  18.  Today,  with  a  membership  of  almost 
500  and  a  beautiful  place  of  worship  on  which  the  indebtedness 
is  less  than  $12,000,  we  feel  we  have  come  a  long  way  since 
June  10,  1916,  when  fifteen  persons  met  in  a  store  building.  We 
expect  Dr.  Merton  S.  Rice,  a  noted  Detroit  minister,  to  speak 
on  May  16.  The  following  evening  Bro.  Otho  Winger  of  Man- 
chester College  will  be  the  speaker,  and  on  Sunday  Bro.  Edward 
Frantz  of  Elgin  will  give  the  morning  and  evening  addresses. — 
Mrs.  Walter  K.  Gordon,  Detroit,  Mich.,  April  24. 

Florence. — On  April  6  Noble  Bowman  of  Middlebury,  Ind., 
gave  a  splendid  sermon  while  Brother  and  Sister  George  Sherck 
visited  the  English  Prairie  church.  Bro.  Homer  Schrock  of  Mid- 
dlebury, Ind.,  officiated  at  our  communion  services  held  on 
April  11.  On  April  13  Bro.  George  Sherck  gave  us  a  very  in- 
spiring sermon,  and  in  the  evening  the  young  people  gave  an 
Easter  play.  On  April  27  the  Lake  City  quartet  of  Syracuse, 
Ind.,  gave  a  spiritual  sermon  in  song.  Brother  and  Sister  Sherck 
visited  the  Brethren  church  at  Flint  on  that  date.  On  May  18  at 
our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  Mrs.  James  P.  Hockzema  was 
the  speaker.  Dainty  refreshments  were  served  to  about  seventy- 
five  guests.  On  May  9  Brother  and  Sister  Sherck  entertained  the 
congregation  at  a  fellowship  meeting.  On  May  11  Bro.  Sherck 
gave  a  splendid  sermon  on  mother,  and  in  the  evening  there  was 
a  play  in  honor  of  mothers.  Our  aid  society  meets  once  a  month 
to  sew  and  quilt. — May  Myers,  Constantine,  Mich.,  May  12. 

Grand  Rapids. — On  Race  Relations  Sunday  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Kenneth  Long,  exchanged  pulpits  with  Rev.  H.  C.  Toliver  of  the 
Truelight  Baptist  church  (colored).  Rev.  Toliver  brought  along 
his  junior  choir,  which  gave  several  numbers.  At  our  evening 
meetings  we  studied  Brethren  in  China,  by  Bro.  F.  H.  Crum- 
packer.  At  our  council  meeting  in  March  we  voted  unanimously 
to  retain  our  pastor  and  wife  for  another  year  beginning  in  Sep- 
tember. Bro.  Harold  Chambers  with  his  wife  was  installed  in 
the  ministry.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  Marilla 
are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elwood  Beckwith.  We  received  much  spiritual 
benefit  from  the  splendid  evangelistic  services  conducted  from 
March  17  to  30  by  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins.  Sister  Rol- 
lins told  stories  to  the  children,  directed  the  congregational  mu- 
sic and  made  rag  paintings.  At  the  close  of  the  meetings  ten 
were  baptized  and  eight  were  reconsecrated.  Our  spring  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  Good  Friday  evening  with  our  pas- 
tor in  charge.  The  intermediate  boys  and  girls  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Elaine  Cherry,  intermediate  girls'  teacher,  gave  a  splen- 
did sunrise  Easter  program.  Each  year  we  have  a  dedication 
service  for  babies;  this  year  it  was  on  Mother's  Day.  We  will 
enjoy  our  annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  14. — Mrs. 
Richard  Kayser,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  May  13. 

Long  Lake. — We  met  on  April  20  to  discuss  plans  for  reopen- 
ing the  church  and  Sunday  school  for  the  summer,  and  for  re- 
organizing. Our  elder  is  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery,  and  our  pastor 
is  Bro.  H.  H.  Helman,  both  of  Onekama.  We  extend  a  hearty 
welcome  to  all  who  may  be  coming  north  this  summer  on  vaca- 
tion to  stop  and  worship  with  us.     Our  church  is  on  the  main 


highway  U.  S.  31,  seven  miles  south  of  Manistee. — Mrs.  John  H. 
Landis,  Manistee,  Mich.,  April  23. 

Marilla. — Three  council  meetings  have  been  held  recently  in 
order  to  complete  plans  for  the  church  basement.  The  excavat- 
ing has  been  finished  and  the  cement  block  wall  is  to  be  laid  at 
once.  After  busy  days  the  men  have  hauled  the  blocks  at  night, 
using  a  donated  truck.  We  are  pleased  with  the  co-operation  in 
labor  and  in  funds.  We  recently  sent  $11  to  European  relief. 
Our  pastor  held  a  week's  pre-Easter  service  at  Onekama.  Our 
Sunday  school  gave  a  short  program  on  Easter  morning  followed 
by  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Beers.  In  the  evening  the  young  people 
presented  an  inspiring  play,  The  Lost  Church.  We  appreciate 
Ed  Lander's  good  work  as  coach.  The  Sunday  school  endeavored 
to  express  to  Rev.  Beers  on  his  seventy-fifth  birthday  apprecia- 
tion of  his  work  as  superintendent.  We  look  forward  to  our  re- 
vival by  Bro.  J.  E.  Ulery,  to  begin  May  25,  and  also  to  the  dis- 
trict conference  which  will  convene  here  in  August. — Bernice  J. 
Barkdoll,  Copemish,  Mich.,  April  25. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis. — At  our  quarterly  council  officers  were  re-elected 
to  hold  office  to  July  1942.  Bro.  W.  O.  Tannreuther  was  re- 
elected to  serve  as  elder  another  year.  Matters  of  importance 
came  before  the  church  and  were  disposed  of  in  a  brotherly  way. 
The  church  decided  to  call  for  two  deacons,  the  lot  falling  upon 
Bro.  Homer  Vought  and  Bro.  Joe  Revis.  The  latter  declined  for 
the  present  and  in  another  vote  Bro.  Harry  Eaton  was  chosen. 
Very  impressive  installation  services  were  conducted  by  Breth- 
ren Joshua  Schechter  and  J.  H.  Mathis.  Regular  church  serv- 
ices are  going  forward  nicely  under  the  temporary  leadership  of 
Bro.  Ned  Zook.     We  are  trusting  some  good  brother  will  come 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,   Calif.,  June   18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

North      Dakota      and     Eastern 


Montana — Carrington, 
26-29. 


June 


LOVE   FEASTS 

California 

May    25,    4    pm,    Los    Angeles, 
Calvary. 

Florida 

May  25,  Arcadia. 

Illinois 
May     31,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

May  24,  Bethany. 

May  24,  North  Webster. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Burnettsville. 

May   24,   7:30   pm,  Middletown. 

May  25,  White. 

May  31,  New  Salem. 

May     31,     7:30     pm,     Kilbuck 

church,  Antioch. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
May  4,  8  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
June  4,  8  pm,  Baugo. 
June  7,  7  pm,  Michigan  City. 
June  8,  Pleasant  Hill. 
June   11,   8  pm,   Wakarusa. 
June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

May  24,  Fernald. 

June  1,  Brooklyn. 

June  1,  7  pm,  Union  Ridge. 

June  1,  8  pm,  Dallas  Center. 

June   5,   7:30   pm,   Prairie   City. 

Maryland 

May  24,   Grossnickle. 
May  24,  6  pm,  Stone  Bridge. 
May  25,   Maple  Grove. 
May  25,  Ridgely. 
June  7,  4  pm,  Long  Green  Val- 
ley. 

Michigan 
June  7,  10  am,  New  Haven. 


Minnesota 

June   8,   Worthington. 

Nebraska 
May  25,  Bethel. 

Ohio 

May  24,  7  pm.  East  Nimishillen. 

May   24,  7:30   pm,   Bear   Creek. 

May  24,  7:30  pm,  Middle  Dis- 
trict. 

May  25,  7  pm,  Oakland. 

May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 

June  1,  Olivet. 

June  1,  7:30  pm,  Salem. 

June  7,  8  pm,  Defiance. 

June  8,  Pleasant  Center. 

June  8,  7:45  pm,  West  Alex- 
andria. 

Pennsylvania 
May  24,   1:30   pm,  Myerstown. 
May    24,    6:30    pm,    Pine    Glen 

house,  Spring  Run. 
May  24,  25,  Shamokin. 
May    24,    25,     10    am,     Meyer 

house,  Fredericksburg. 
May  24,  25,   10   am,   Schuylkill. 
May     24,     25,     10     am,     Upper 

Codorus,   Black  Rock. 
May  25,  Center  Hill. 
May   25,   Codorus. 
May      25,      Lower      Conewago, 

Bermudian  house. 
May  25,  Riddlesburg. 
May  25,  6  pm,  Carlisle. 
May  25,  6:30  pm,  Maitland. 
May    25,    6:30    pm,    Springfield. 
May  25,  7  pm.  Perry,  Farmers 

Grove. 
May  25,   7:30  pm,  Jennersville. 
May  27,  28,   10  am,  Chiques. 
May   28,  29,  West  Conestoga. 
May   31,    1:30   pm,   Welsh   Run. 
May  31,  2  pm,  Akron. 
May  31.  7  pm.  Mechanic  Grove. 
May  31,  June  1,  10  am,  Antie- 

tam.  Prices  Creek. 
June  1,  Boiling  Springs. 
June  1,  2:30  pm.  Marsh  Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June     4,      5,     Kreider     house, 

White  Oak. 
June   7,  2:30   pm,  Mingo. 
June    8,    7    pm,    Beachdale. 
June  15,  6:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek, 

Bethel    house. 
June  15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 
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to  us  and  take  charge  of  the  work  here  and  bind  us  closer  to- 
gether for  the  work  of  the  kingdom. — E.  D.  Blocher,  Minneap- 
olis,  Minn.,  May   5. 

Worthington. — Family  day  was  observed  on  April  27,  when 
Mrs.  Ira  Henrickson  brought  us  a  very  interesting  message  on 
Church  Attendance.  On  May  4  we  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  V.  F. 
Schwalm  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  visit  our  church  and  preach  at 
both  morning  and  evening  services.  On  May  18  the  men  of  our 
congregation  are  giving  a  program  and  serving  a  fellowship 
dinner  in  the  church  parlors  in  recognition  of  mother  and  daugh- 
ter week.  We  are  all  very  happy  that  Sister  Armitta  Wells  is 
able  to  attend  church  services  again  after  several  months'  ill- 
ness. Mrs.  Wells  celebrated  her  eighty-seventh  birthday  on 
Jan.  19  and  is  the  oldest  member  in  the  Worthington  congrega- 
tion.— Mrs.  H.  H.  Hauenstein,  Reading,  Minn.,  May  5. 

Ohio 

Ashland. — A  two  weeks'  pre-Easter  service  was  held  by  Bro. 
J.  C.  Inman.  On  Easter  Sunday  evening  seven  were  baptized. 
A  large  attendance  enjoyed  our  love  feast  on  April  21.  At  our 
quarterly  council  in  April  Bro.  Inman  was  elected  delegate  to 
Annual  Meeting.  The  young  people's  sub-district  held  a  ban- 
quet in  our  church  May  2.  Bro.  Russel  Bollinger  was  the 
speaker  of  the  evening;  Ashland  College  furnished  the  music. 
Mrs.  Cordelia  Swinehart  passed  away  on  March  11  at  her  daugh- 
ter's home  at  Barberton,  Ohio.  Brethren  W.  L.  Desenberg  and 
D.  E.  Sower  were  in  charge  of  the  funeral. — Dorothy  Mumow, 
Ashland,  Ohio,  May  6. 

Black  River. — The  attendance  at  our  regular  quarterly  council 
on  April  25  was  above  the  average.  Dean  Bowman,  treasurer  of 
the  camp  program,  reported  that  he  has  collected  $140  in  cash 
and  $70  in  pledges.  A  letter  was  granted  to  Marion  Shank,  who 
has  decided  to  continue  his  church  fellowship  with  the  Metho- 
dist church  in  Medina,  Ohio.  We  regret  losing  him,  but  are  glad 
that  he  and  his  wife  can  fellowship  in  one  church.  The  com- 
munion date  has  been  set  for  June  7.  It  was  decided  not  to  send 
a  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference  this  year.  Bro.  J.  C.  Inman 
and  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger,  members  of  the  district  ministerial 
board,  attended  our  meeting.  Pastor  Arthur  Dodge  handed  in 
his  resignation  to  take  effect  Sept.  1;  it  was  accepted  by  the 
council.  Bro.  D.  E.  Sower,  pastor  of  the  Maple  Grove  church, 
held  our  pre-Easter  services  this  year  from  Thursday  through 
Saturday  evening.  Bro.  Walter  M.  Kahle  has  been  invited  to 
visit  our  church  sometime  this  summer  to  give  a  lecture  on 
Money  Management.  We  have  word  that  Sister  Corda  Wertz, 
our  missionary  to  China,  has  landed  safely  in  California.  Some 
time  ago  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Nolt  and  family  from  Mon- 
tana visited  friends  in  the  community. — Hazel  Browand,  Spencer, 
Ohio,   April   29. 

Fosloria. — On  Feb.  9  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich., 
came  to  our  church  to  begin  a  two  weeks'  series  of  evangelistic 
meetings.  Good  interest  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
were  manifest  throughout  the  services.  Six  adults  and  one  child 
were  received  into  the  church.  On  March  13  we  convened  in 
quarterly  business  meeting,  with  Eld.  George  W.  Garner  presid- 
ing. For  the  first  time  in  seventeen  years  the  district  conference 
was  held  in  this  church,  March  18-20.  There  were  many  inspir- 
ing thoughts  expressed  by  the  various  speakers.  Bro.  Rufus  D. 
Bowman  gave  a  strong  challenge  to  the  churches  of  Northwest- 
ern Ohio.  Our  church  is  now  numbered  with  the  one  hundred 
per  cent  Messenger  clubs.  Pastor  Reuben  Boomershine  preached 
a  series  of  sermons  prior  to  Easter  on  the  crucifixion  and  res- 
urrection of  Christ,  closing  with  the  love  feast  on  Easter  Sunday 
evening.  In  this  service  young  and  old  were  filled  with  a  spirit 
of  new  life.  One  was  added  to  the  church  at  this  time. — J.  C. 
Warstler,  Fostoria,  Ohio,  April  28. 

Oakland. — Twenty-four  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the 
evangelistic  meetings  held  by  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher.  Our  Sunday 
school  and  church  attendance  has  increased.  Since  our  meeting 
our  pastor  has  been  conducting  an  instruction  class  for  our  new 
members.  At  our  union  Easter  sunrise  service  The  Messiah,  by 
Handel,  under  the  capable  leadership  of  Kenneth  Honeyman, 
was  given  to  a  full  house  at  the  Methodist  church.  Youth  Sun- 
day was  observed  on  March  2  when  our  young  people  took 
charge  of  our  Sunday  school  and  worship  services.  Our  father 
and  son  banquet  was  well  attended,  with  Bro.  Grant  Weaver  of 
Bradford  as  the  speaker.  The  Civilian  Public  Service  and  relief 
work  is  being  well  supported  by  our  people.  A  missionary 
meeting  was  held  at  our  church  on  April  30,  with  Sister  Minnie 
Bright,  from  China,  as  speaker.  She  gave  a  general  outline  of 
her  work  which  was  much  appreciated.  Recalling  the  satisfac- 
tory results  of  the  community  vacation  school  of  last  summer, 
we  are  planning  for  another  for  this  summer.  A  music  institute, 
conducted  at  our  church  by  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Garner  and  William  Berry,  was  enjoyed  by  both  young 
and  old.  Henry  Miller,  Ray  Petersime  and  Ralph  Miller  will  rep- 
resent us  at  district  meeting. — Mrs.  William  Toman,  Gettysburg, 
Ohio,  May  2. 

Pleasant  Cenler. — The  church  met  in  regular  quarterly  busi- 
ness session  on  March  7.  Our  elder,  Bro.  S.  U.  Snavely,  and  Bro. 
Earl  Bock  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting.  The 
date  of  the  love  feast  was  set  for  June  8.  A  special  drive  to 
raise  our  quota  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  on  the  next 
two    Sundays    resulted    in   raising    an    amount   above    the   quota. 


On  March  16  Bro.  Charles  Light  of  Howe,  Ind.,  began  a  series  of 
meetings  to  continue  through  the  next  two  weeks.  We  feel  that 
these  meetings  were  very  beneficial  to  all  who  attended.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  planning  a  program  to  be  given  at  the  Old  Folks' 
Home  in  Fostoria. — Clara  Ada  Painter,  Green  Springs,  Ohio, 
May    1. 

Springfield  (N.  E.) — The  sunshine  sister  organization  entered 
its  third  year  with  expressions  of  interest  and  pleasure.  Bro. 
Stanley  Noffsinger  and  wife  have  been  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship, and  Bro.  Russel  Young  with  his  wife  installed  to  the  office 
of  deacon.  Four  letters  of  membership  were  recently  accepted. 
During  the  Easter  season  two  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  one  letter  of  membership  was  accepted,  totaling  seven 
in  five  months.  Recently  our  congregation  purchased  a  Chris- 
tian flag  and  a  national  flag  and  placed  them  in  the  church  audi- 
torium. Our  pastor  and  the  ladies'  quartet  broadcast  a  program 
over  WJW,  Akron.  On  Feb.  16  a  number  attended  the  E.  Stan- 
ley Jones  meeting  at  the  Akron  Armory.  On  March  2  H.  R. 
Bracken,  the  only  colored  teacher  in  the  Akron  public  schools, 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  at  our  church  on  The  Economic 
Color  Line.  The  theme  for  the  men's  program  on  March  9  was 
Marks  of  the  Master  Man,  and  the  subjects  discussed  were  Our 
Origin,  Our  Human  Relations,  Our  Greatness  and  Our  Destiny. 
— Mrs.  Fred  Young,  Mogadore,  Ohio,  April  26. 

Swan  Creek. — Since  our  last  report  one  letter  of  membership 
was  received,  and  there  was  one  accession  during  the  pre-Easter 
meetings.  Two  weddings  Were  solemnized  at  our  church  on 
Easter  Sunday  afternoon.  Our  Easter  program  was  given  in  the 
evening  by  the  beginner,  primary,  junior,  and  intermediate  de- 
partments of  the  Sunday  school.  The  date  of  our  love  feast  is 
May  11.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  busy  making  new  garments  for  relief. 
—Mrs.  Mildred  Hamilton,  Delta,  Ohio,  April  29. 

Trotwood. — We  were  happy  to  be  the  hosts  on  the  occasion  of 
the  missionary  rally  of  the  Southern  Ohio  district  in  February. 
At  our  last  council  meeting  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  was  elected  delegate 
to  Annual  Meeting;  Brother  and  Sister  Fisher,  Brethren  Thomas 
Karns  and  Bro.  Mark  Shellhaas  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
The  Home  Builders'  class  installed  a  new  lighting  system  in  the 
main  auditorium  of  the  church.  The  services  on  Easter  Sunday 
were  very  inspiring.  The  cantata,  Our  Risen  Lord,  was  given 
by  the  three  choirs  of  the  community  to  a  very  large  audience 
in  the  school  auditorium.  During  the  pre-Easter  services  Bro. 
J.  W.  Fidler,  Bro.  Royer  and  Bro.  F.  E.  McCune  of  the  Four 
Mile  church  of  Indiana  brought  us  inspiring  messages.  During 
the  Easter  season  two  were  baptized  and  one  was  received  by 
letter.  On  an  evening  in  April  Mrs.  Simone,  a  German  refugee, 
and  Mrs.  Stanley  Hamilton  of  the  staff  at  Quaker  Hill  were  with 
us.  On  another  Sunday  evening  a  program  was  given  by  the 
Presbyterian  orchestra.  The  exchange  of  pulpits  on  April  27 
brought  Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  to  our  church  while  Bro.  Fisher  went 
to  Covington. — Myrtle  Landis,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  May  2. 

West  Alexandria. — At  our  semiannual  council  meeting  held 
April  4  we  chose  as  delegates  to  the  district  conference  Bro. 
J.  G.  Groff  and  Bro.  Henry  Landis.  We  discussed  sending  a 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference  but  decided  not  to  do  so  this 
year.  Our  communion  service  will  be  held  June  8.  A  commit- 
tee consisting  of  the  pastor  and  two  others  was  named  to  set  a 
date  and  plan  a  service  for  clearing  the  church  debt  this  summer. 
Our  church  received  from  Lewis  P.  Miller  a  donation  of  $500  as 
a  memorial  to  his  parents,  Bro.  Samuel  and  Sister  Margaret 
Miller.  The  ministerial  board  voted  to  retain  Bro.  Groff  for 
another  year,  but  he  handed  in  his  resignation  to  take  effect 
Sept.  1.  He  has  served  the  church  ten  years.  On  May  1  a  called 
meeting  was  held  in  charge  of  Bro.  C.  F.  McKee  of  Fort  Mc- 
Kinley,  chairman  of  the  ministerial  board  of  Southern  Ohio.  We 
accepted  a  recommendation  of  the  ministerial  board  to  engage 
Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  of  Brookville  for  a  year  beginning  Sept.  1.  Bro. 
Kinsel  is  to  give  one  sermon  a  Sunday  and  to  help  direct  the 
work  of  the  young  people.  The  women's  work  has  as  its  pres- 
ident Frances  Gilbert;  director  of  mother  and  daughter  de- 
partment, Edna  Landis;  director  of  missionary  department,  Myr- 
tle Henry;  Bible  study,  Mary  West;  children's  department,  Beu- 
lah  Reigel;  peace  and  temperance,  Hester  Good.  The  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  May  10.  On  April  5  the 
ladies'  aid  served  a  banquet  for  the  mothers  and  daughters  of 
the  Ingamor  church.  On  April  27  a  group  from  Manchester 
College  gave  a  program. — Mrs.  Virgil  Cunningham,  West  Alex- 
andria, Ohio,  May  1. 

Zion  Hill. — Since  our  last  report  one  member  has  been  re- 
ceived by  letter.  On  a  recent  Sunday  morning  we  enjoyed 
echoes  from  the  Anti-Saloon  League  brought  by  Mr.  McNought. 
On  a  Saturday  in  January  the  men  went  to  the  woods  to  pro- 
cure firewood  for  the  church.  A  number  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  special  district  meeting  held  at  Wooster,  Jan.  18. 
Much  interest  is  being  shown  in  plans  for  a  vacation  Bible  school 
to  be  held  for  two  weeks  in  June.  Brethren  E.  G.  Diehm,  Carl 
Lehman  and  Brumbaugh  filled  the  pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Strausbaugh.  With  the  refund  of  tax  stamps  the 
ladies'  aid  has  purchased  new  hymnals  for  the  church.  This 
organization  has  been  busy  sewing  for  relief.  The  pre-Easter 
services  closed  with  the  love  feast  on  Easter  Sunday  evening. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  summer  with  better  attendance  and 
interest. — Kathryn  Rohrer,  North  Lima,  Ohio,  May  2. 
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Oklahoma 

Guthrie. — On  Jan.  29  Eld.  Albert  Williams  conducted  our  busi- 
ness meeting.  Our  pastor  gave  an  encouraging  report  of  the 
year's  work.  Notwithstanding  much  sickness  and  bad  weather 
we  had  an  evangelistic  campaign  in  house-to-house  visitation 
prior  to  our  love  feast  which  was  held  April  16.  Our  elder 
preached  for  us  on  Easter  Sunday  and  baptized  five.  Bro.  Rob- 
ert Byerly  of  the  Big  Creek  church  presided  at  our  love  feast. 
On  Feb.  23  a  returned  missionary  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  gave  us  an  interesting  message  of  conditions  in  Egypt. 
The  Gospel  Messenger  is  now  being  read  in  one  hundred  per 
cent  of  our  Brethren  homes.  Sisters  Boggs  and  Frantz  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  McPherson;  Sisters  Frantz,  Mohler 
and  Dodd,  the  district  conference  at  Thomas.  Delegates  to  dis- 
trict conference  reported  to  the  church  at  a  called  council,  re- 
minding us  of  the  obligation  we  have  in  the  present  crisis.  A 
message  on  music  was  brought  at  a  dedication  service  for  our 
new  Brethren  hymnals.  On  March  2  Bro.  Long  of  the  Primitive 
Baptists  preached  an  old-fashioned  Dunker  sermon,  which  was 
much  enjoyed.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  we  receive 
an  offering  for  relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service  work.  The  aid 
is  making  and  selling  doughnuts  one  day  each  month  to  help 
with  the  finances.  We  are  planning  to  prepare  another  ship- 
ment of  clothing  to  the  needy  as  soon  as  possible.  We  meet  for 
prayer  in  our  homes,  or  at  the  church  every  week.  Much  rain 
has  hindered  the  attendance.  Sister  Frantz  has  been  away  for 
three  weeks  teaching  Bible  teacher  training  classes  elsewhere. — 
Mrs.  Ellen  Lehman,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  April  20. 

Pennsylvania 

Carlisle. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  April  14,  with 
Eld.  H.  M.  Snavely  presiding.  The  pastor's  report  was  read  and 
approved,  and  the  church  and  Sunday  school  treasurer's  report 
approved.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  data  for  the 
historical  society.  We  expect  to  have  with  us  on  May  4  Dr. 
Daryl  Parker  and  wife,  returned  missionaries  from  China.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  on  May  25. — J.  E.  Faulkner,  Carlisle,  Pa., 
May  5. 

Carson  Valley. — We  met  in  regular  council  March  7  with  our 
assistant  elder,  Bro.  Jacob  Hoover,  in  charge.  Prior  to  our  love 
feast,  which  will  be  held  May  18,  we  will  have  a  week's  meeting 
conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks  of  Altoona,  and  our 
ministers.  We  are  making  some  outside  as  well  as  interior  im- 
provements to  our  church  building.  The  children  of  the  Sunday 
school  presented  a  short  Easter  program  and  are  now  preparing 


for  Mother's  Day.  The  attendance  at  our  young  people's  meet- 
ings is  very  encouraging  and  the  young  people  continue  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  church. — Ellen  M.  Brubaker, 
Duncansville,  Pa.,  April  30. 

Elizabelhtown. — On  the  evening  of  Feb.  12  Eliza  B.  Miller, 
returned  missionary  from  India,  spoke  in  our  church.  During 
Lent  our  pastor  stressed  evangelism  in  the  Sunday  morning  and 
evening  services.  The  speakers  during  Passion  Week  were  Pas- 
tor M.  Clyde  Horst,  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher,  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  and 
Bro.  H.  H.  Nye.  The  culmination  of  these  services  was  the  first 
Easter  love  feast  in  the  Elizabethtown  church.  Since  our  last 
report  nine  have  been  baptized,  and  two  are  awaiting  the  rite. 
Eight  have  been  received  into  our  fellowship  by  letter  and  one 
by  transfer  from  the  Brethren  in  Christ.  Because  of  the  resig- 
nation of  Bro.  Ira  D.  Brandt  as  superintendent  at  Swatara  Hill, 
Bro.  Mark  Geyer  has  been  selected  as  his  successor  with  Bro. 
John  Baker  taking  care  of  the  preaching.  Brethren  M.  Clyde 
Horst  and  A.  C.  Baugher  are  our  delegates  to  Annual  Meeting. 
From  April  14  to  27  a  revival  was  held  at  Stevens  Hill,  with  Bro. 
John  Buffenmyer  as  evangelist.  As  a  result  two  confessed  Christ, 
one  of  whom  will  unite  with  our  church.  On  April  20  the 
a  cappella  choir  of  the  college  presented  an  excellent  program  in 
our  church.  We  are  again  planning  a  vacation  Bible  school.  The 
church  choir  has  been  meeting  faithfully  every  Wednesday  eve- 
ning.— Amos  A.  Hummer,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  April  30. 

Hatfield. — We  met  in  regular  church  council  on  March  29,  with 
Bro.  David  N.  Cassel  officiating  in  the  absence  of  our  elder,  Bro. 
Norman  S.  Frederick,  who  was  recovering  from  an  operation. 
Numerous  reports  were  given  and  a  generous  sum  of  money 
was  raised,  including  a  missionary  offering  and  a  Brethren  Serv- 
ice offering.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  April  26  with  a  well- 
filled  house.  Bro.  Roy  S.  Forney,  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  offi- 
ciated at  this  service  and  preached  on  Sunday  morning.  Ar- 
ranging for  the  district  meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  at 
Hatfield_incurred  extra  work.  During  the  conference  the  weath- 
er was  ideal  and  attendance  was  very  large.  We  had  an  ampli- 
fying system  loaned  and  installed  with  loud  speakers  in  the 
basement  so  that  those  preparing  the  meals  heard  some  of  the 
high  points  of  the  meeting  while  they  worked.  There  was  an 
overflow  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  when  Bro.  James  M. 
Moore  brought  the  message,  Adorning  the  Doctrines  of  the 
Church.  Bro.  Frank  Munzinger  and  the  writer  served  as  dele- 
gates. We  expect  to  hold  our  annual  Bible  term  at  the  Hatfield 
house  on  May  18  with  Sister  Martha  Martin  of  Elizabethtown 
as  the  instructor. — J.  Herman  Rosenberger,  Souderton,  Pa., 
May   3. 
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HARMONY  IN  MARRIAGE 

Leland  Foster  Wood 


Cloth,  $1.00 
Paper,    75c 


•  To  the  clergyman  especially  HARMONY  IN  MARRIAGE 
offers  the  solution  to  the  gift  problem  for  marriages  which 
he  himself  performs  and  the  success  of  which  becomes  his 
personal  anxiety. 

The  helpful  "word  in  time,"  so  difficult  to  speak,  is  fully 
given  here  in  impersonal  type.  The  pitfalls  into  which 
new  ventures  into  matrimony  may  stumble  if  not  warned 
are  candidly  discussed.  The  spirit  of  the  book  is  whole- 
some and  reverent,  and  its  value  has  been  proved  both 
by  the  author  and  by  many  hundreds  of  pastors  -who  make 
a  practice  of  presenting  a  copy  to  each  couple  they  unite 
in  matrimony.  The  chapters  of  a  medical  nature  are  the 
work  of  a  collaborator,  a  noted  gynecologist. 

For  gift  preseptation  a  special  edition  is  available,  at- 
tractively bound  in  leather-tone  paper  and  appropriately 
boxed,  with  marriage  certificate  included.  These  are  of- 
fered at  a  special  price  for  quantity  orders,  limited  to  pas- 
tors. 

HOME  LIFE  IN  THE  BIBLE $1.25 

Emma  Williams  Gill 

With  a  background  of  tours  of  Palestine  and  Egypt  in 
company  with  her  husband,  Mrs.  Gill  shows  what  great 
emphasis  our  Bible  gives  to  home  life — marriage,  house 
construction,  furnishings,  shrubbery,  gardening,  household 
duties,  farm  animals,  and  so  forth.  Interpretative,  illus- 
trative, and  delightful  to  read. 


.$1.00 


MAKING   MARRIAGE   CHRISTIAN  . 

Strother  A.  Campbell 

No  subject  is  just  now  receiving  more  attention  from 
church  leaders  and  in  educational  circles  than  marriage 
and  homebuilding,  especially  as  a  moral,  Christian  salvag- 
ing influence  in  our  modern  life.  The  eleven  chapters  of 
this   book  are   informal,   practical,   pointed  and   interesting. 

INGLENOOK    COOK    BOOK   $1.00 


Good  cooking  is  the  joy 
of  any  husband  and  the 
pride  of  any  wife.  One 
of  the  most  practical  cook 
books  on  the  market  with 
its  more  than  1,500  tested 
and  signed  recipes  all 
contributed  by  house- 
wives.  who  sent  in  their 
favorites.  The  whole 
emphasis  of  the  book  is 
upon  that  simple  and 
wholesome  art  of  cooking 
that  constitutes  true  kitch- 
en economy.  Bound  in 
white  washable  leather- 
ette that  will  stand  years 
of  constant  usage.  An 
appreciated    gift    by    any  bride  and  groom. 
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For  Those  June  Weddings 


No.    24 — A    beau- 

tiful   floral    design 
of  which  the  main 
features  are  roses 
and    doves.     Lith- 

'« 
¥'$) 

ographed      in 
many     colors     on 
heavy     plate     pa- 
per.   Size   15x1 9^2 

inches.    Price,  25c 

each;     per    dozen, 

$2.75. 

No.  81 — Roses  and  orange  blossoms  decorate  this  beauti- 
ful wedding  certificate.  The  rich  colorings  give  one  a 
feeling  of  looking  at  the  real  objects.  Size  12x15  inches. 
Price,  30c  each;   per  dozen,  $2.88. 


No.  87 — A  very  beautiful 
marriage  certificate,  oblong 
style,  11x14  inches,  and  litho- 
graphed in  rich  colors  of  or- 
chids and  a  spray  of  Lily  of 
the  Valley,  with  a  verse  en- 
twined on  a  ribbon  effect. 
Price,    25c    each;     per    dozen,  $2.75. 

WEDDING  CERTIFICATES  IN  BOOK  FORM 

Our  Wedding  Book.  Boxed   $1.00 

Designed  by  Anna  McAuliff,  and  illustrated  by  Gaye 
Woodring   Coons 

Size  71/2x9,  a  beautiful 
white  and  silver  wash- 
able moire  binding.  Our 
Wedding  Book  is  designed 
to  provide  a  place  for  all 
the  events  of  the  most 
important  occasion  in  two 
lives.  Pages  are  pro- 
vided for  photographs  of 
both  the  bride  and  groom, 
for  birth  dates  and  birth 
places,  and  interesting 
items  concerning  each; 
birthday  and  wedding  an- 
niversaries, with  space  for  anniversary  gifts  and  a  list  of 
the  kind  of  gifts  each  wedding  anniversary  requires. 

Interesting  and  charming  verses  are  interspersed 
throughout  the  book,  and  it  gives  more  recognition  to  the 
groom  and  his  activities  than  is  found  in  some  wedding 
books. 


Bridal  Blossoms — Six- 
teen pages  of  exquisite 
designs  by  one  of  the 
best  American  design- 
ers, texts  and  arrange- 
ments carefully  chosen. 
Poems  on  the  wedding 
day  by  Tennyson,  with 
benediction  and  betroth- 
al date,  wedding  cer- 
tificate and  pages  for 
guests  and  gifts.  Printed 
on  finest  Strathmore  pa- 
per by  the  new  Aqua- 
relle process  that  gives 
an  effect  of  real  water  colors  and  drawings.  Size  7Vix5% 
inches.  Two  bindings.  Stiff  Vellum  covers,  titles  in  gold 
with  gold  edges,  60c;   white  silk  cover,  $1.20  each. 

Bridal  Bells — Similar  in  size  and  quality  to  Bridal  Blos- 
soms but  with  different  designs  and  poems.  Eight  pages 
in  color  and  eight  in  graytone.  Paged  for  certificate,  guests 
and  gifts.  Two  bindings.  Stiff  Vellum  cover  in  gold  and 
color,  60c  each;   white  silk,  $1.20. 


To  Have  and  to  Hold — 

Seven  pages  beautifully 
lithographed  in  ten  colors, 
with  certificate  and  appro- 
priate verse.  Genuine 
leather  gold  stamp,  $1.25; 
white  art  paper  cover, 
gold   stamp,   45c. 


Wedding  Bells.  W211 

— Twenty-eight  pages 
alternate  in  gray  and 
color  with  decorative 
titles,  Engaged,  Gifts, 
Showers,  Invitation, 
Personal  Trousseau 
the  Wedding  Day  and 
Marriage  Certificate. 
Size  8V2X6V2  inches. 
Cover  of  ivory  Vellum 
lithographed  in  four 
exquisitely  soft  color 
tones.  Price,  $1.00 
each. 
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Gospel  Messenger 


This  picture  was  taken  May  30,  1938,  in  connection  with  the  Christopher  Sower  memo- 
rial program  held  at  the  Germantown  church.  The  photo  came  from  Bro.  Nelson  H. 
Bergey  of  Keyport,  N.  J.  Shown  in  the  picture,  reader's  left  to  right,  are:  George  Henning, 
Hiram  Eshelman,  Joseph  N.  Cassel,  Mrs.  Joseph  N.  Cassel,  Mrs.  Carrie  Smith,  Chas.  D. 
Bonsack. 
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Around  the 
World  With 
People 


Joshua  Gaveit  has  been  pastor  of 
the  Galilee  Baptist  church  in  Den- 
ver, Colo.,  for  fifty  years.  He  is  still 
carrying  on  with  as  fruitful  results 
as  ever. 

Princess  Tshai,  the  twenty-two- 
year-old  daughter  of  the  emperor  of 
Abyssinia,  has  spent  five  years  in 
England.  Recently  she  returned  to 
Abyssinia  to  use  her  training  as  a 
nurse  in  becoming  a  member  of  an 
ambulance  unit. 

Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  nationally 
known  Negro  educator,  recently  re- 
signed as  president  of  Bethune- 
Cookman  College  to  give  her  entire 
time  to  the  promotion  of  the  Na- 
tional Youth  Administration  pro- 
gram for  Negro  youth. 

Dr.  George  W.  Carver,  Negro 
scientist  of  Tuskegee  Institute,  has 
been  selected  to  receive  the  award 
of  the  Catholic  Committee  of  the 
South,  a  committee  formed  a  year 
ago  to  aid  in  solving  economic  and 
social  problems  of  the  South. 

Carrie  B.  Adams,  composer  of 
church  music  and  operettas,  and  for 
twenty-five  years  associate  editor  of 
the  Choir  Herald,  died  recently.  At 
fourteen  she  wrote  her  first  anthem. 
At  eighty-one,  shortly  before  her 
death,  she  completed  a  cantata. 

Douglas  Steere  of  Haverford  Col- 
lege recently  returning  from  Europe 
says:  "We  as  pacifists  have  got  to 
take  a  more  dangerous  way  than  the 
militarists.  Unless  we  care  more 
than  we  do  we  will  never  change 
the  basic  structure  of  our  world." 

Mary  Hughes,  the  Jane  Addams 
of  London,  died  recently.  She  spent 
her  days  in  a  tiny  room  in  an  old 
public  house  among  the  poor  of 
Whitechapel,  winning  the  heart  of 
her  neighbors  by  being  one  of  them. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Judge 
Hughes,  the  author  of  Tom  Brown's 
Schooldays. 


Around  the  world  are  millions 
of  orphans  and  homeless  children. 
There  are  more  of  these  in  China 
than  in  all  of  Europe.  For  the  third 
year  Madame  Chiang  Kai-shek 
continues  her  work  in  behalf  of 
25,000  of  them.  Recently  she  re- 
organized the  War  Orphan  Asso- 
ciation, sorting  the  children  ac- 
cording to  age,  training,  ability 
and  aptitude,  and  announced 
that  the  budget  for  the  care  of  the 
same  has  doubled.  Forty  dollars 
in  our  money  is  now  required  to 
feed,  clothe  and  educate  a  child. 


Dr.  William  Ernest  Hocking,  head 
of  the  department  of  philosophy  at 
Harvard  University,  said  recently, 
"Religion  alone  can  complete  the 
task  of  psychiatry,  for  the  affection 
which  is  acquired  must  be  toward  a 
worthy  object  and  this  object  can- 
not be  professionalized." 

Senator  Elbert  D.  Thomas,  Demo- 
crat of  Utah,  has  introduced  into  the 
United  States  Senate  a  resolution 
directing  the  senate  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  or  an  authorized 
subcommittee  of  it,  to  make  an  in- 
vestigation of  "all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent and  lasting  peace  throughout 
the  world  and  the  avoidance  of  fu- 
ture wars." 

Dr.  John  Sutherland  Bonnell,  pas- 
tor of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church  of  New  York  City,  is  on  a 
good  will  tour  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship to  the  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland  as  official  representative  of 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the 
United  States,  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America, 
the  American  section  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the  World 
Alliance  for  Friendship  Between  the 
Churches. 


Rev.  Allan  Clay  Lambert,  young 
Lutheran  minister  of  the  Sinking 
Valley  parish,  near  Altoona,  Pa., 
has  tendered  his  resignation  in 
preparation  of  a  federal  court  trial 
on  charges  of  violating  the  Selective 
Service  Act. 

Maude  Royden,  the  English 
preacher  who  was  an  absolute  paci- 
fist in  the  last  war,  announces  that 
she  is  not  a  pacifist  in  this  war.  In 
a  thoughtful  explanation  she  states 
that  she  still  believes  in  the  triumph 
of  spiritual  power  over  physical 
force,  but  thinks  "there  is  some- 
thing worse  than  war — Hitlerism." 

Rev.  Edgar  M.  Wahlberg,  pastor 
of  a  Methodist  church,  has  founded 
in  the  mountains  near  Denver,  Colo., 
a  "boystown"  modeled  after  Father 
Flanagan's  famous  institution  in 
Nebraska.  It  will  be  a  co-operative 
enterprise  sponsored  by  Grace  Com- 
munity church,  the  Denver  juvenile 
court,  the  National  Youth  Admin- 
istration and  the  Colorado  State  Vo- 
cational Education  Service. 

Gov.  Murray  D.  Van  Wagoner  of 

Michigan  has  appointed  three  clergy- 
men to  various  commissions  to  medi- 
ate labor  disputes.  They  are  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Wolfe,  pastor  of  the  Bay 
City  Methodist  church;  Dr.  Henry 
Hitt  Crane  of  Detroit;  and  Rev.  Rol- 
land  Fairbanks  of  Grosse  He.  He 
also  appointed  Father  Borkowicz  of 
Detroit  to  the  state  correction  com- 
mission. 

Pastor  Heinrich  Niemdller,  father 
of  Martin  Niemoller,  died  late  in 
March  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  Not  long  before  his  death  he 
said  in  an  interview  with  an  Amer- 
ican: "Yes,  it  is  a  terrible  thing  to 
have  a  son  in  a  concentration  camp. 
Paula  [his  wife]  and  I  know  that. 
But  there  could  be  something  more 
terrible  for  us:  if  God  had  needed  a 
faithful  martyr  and  our  Martin  had 
been  unwilling." 
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The  Incomprehensible  Swiss 

The  latest  aspirants  to  world  conquest  are  hav- 
ing difficulty  comprehending  the  Swiss.  Why 
should  these  European  mountaineers  remain  aloof, 
so  unfriendly?  Why  should  they  consider  demol- 
ishing bridges  and  tunnels  as  possible  means  of 
defense? 

The  reich  has  beaten  enough  nations  to  earth 
that  by  this  time  even  the  independent  Swiss 
should  be  friendly.  But  such  does  not  seem  to  be 
the  case.  They  remain  "wholly  incomprehensible" 
to  the  latest  conquerors.  It  may  be  recalled  that 
the  Japanese  came  to  the  same  wonder  about  the 
Chinese. 

It  has  been  said  that  one  can  lead  a  horse  or 
cow  to  water,  but  that  he  cannot  make  the  animal 
drink.  The  writer  recalls  that  as  an  impatient 
boy  he  had  some  revealing  experiences  with  a  Jer- 
sey cow  that  always  took  her  time  in  such  matters. 
It  was  discovered  that  grabbing  her  horns  and 
forcing  her  nose  into  the  water  did  not  speed  up 
the  drinking  process. 

We  would  imagine  that  most  men  have  quite  as 
much  will  and  sense  of  importance  as  a  Jersey 
cow  with  two  horns.  This  is  the  reason  why 
shooting  part  of  a  nation  does  not  put  love  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  remain.  Rather,  it  is  but  a 
sowing  of  dragon's  teeth  bound  to  bring  a  new 
crop  of  hates  and  disasters.  h.  a.  b. 

Why  We  Have  Conference  Programs 

A  glance  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  program 
at  once  showed  possibilities  beyond  one's  fondest 
dreams,  if  only  somebody  could  invent  a  sure-fire 
way  of  realizing  about  a  hundred  per  cent  divi- 
dend on  them.  First  thing  to  catch  attention  was 
Spiritual  Development  of  Church  Membership,  to 
be  explained  by  three  qualified  leaders  under  these 
heads:  By  Prayer  and  Meditation,  By  Service  and 
Giving,  By  Sacrifice  and  Suffering. 

Suppose  we  could  transfer  that  from  something 


to  talk  about  to  results  achieved  in  Christian  ex- 
perience. Can  you  imagine  what  that  would  do  to 
the  church?  That  would  be  salt  for  the  earth  and 
light  for  the  world,  such  as  Jesus  wanted  his 
church  to  be. 

Or,  take  Building  a  World  Fellowship,  which 
does  sound  rather  ambitious,  and  Helping  With  the 
Problems  of  Family  Life,  which  gets  closer  to 
where  we  actually  live.  We  must  continue  to 
hope  that  it  does  some  good  to  think  these  great 
themes  over  together.  Perhaps  in  ways  too  com- 
monplace to  be  noticed  and  in  processes  like  that 
of  seed  hidden  in  the  ground,  something  will  hap- 
pen and  then  something  more  and  still  some  more 
until — well,  until  we  all  attain.  e.  f. 

Good-By,  Europe 

(The  following  is  a  selection  from  chapter  two  of  the  author's 
forthcoming  book,  The  Story  of  Our  Church.) 

Mack  was  wealthy.  He,  however,  considered 
his  possessions  not  his  own  to  use  for  himself  but 
a  trust  from  the  Lord  to  be  spent  in  the  service 
of  others.  Thus  his  wealth  was  consumed  in  pay- 
ing fines  for  the  persecuted  and  imprisoned  and  in 
supporting  the  poor  and  needy.  Once  rich,  like 
his  Master,  he  became  poor  in  helping  others.  He 
instilled  his  own  spirit  of  benevolence  in  the 
hearts  of  his  followers.  A  beautiful  example  of 
this  is  found  in  the  brief  obituary  he  wrote  of  one 
of  the  Brethren:  "Died,  in  West  Friesland,  brother 
Adrian  Pfau,  God's  chosen  faithful  overseer  of 
the  poor,  who  annually  distributed  100,000  Hol- 
landish  Guilders  of  his  own  means,  in  Amster- 
dam." 

You  will  appreciate  Pfau's  generosity  as  you 
realize  that  a  guilder  equaled  an  American  dollar. 
Doubtless  this  "overseer  of  the  poor"  corresponded 
with  what  we  call  "deacon"  and  Adrian  Pfau  may 
be  considered  an  early  deacon  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  The  Brethren  from  the  very  beginning 
considered  caring  for  the  poor  a  part  of  Christian 
living.    With  them  Christianity  was  a  way  of  life. 
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They  knew  the  meaning  of  John's  question,  and 
its  answer:  "But  whoso  hath  the  world's  goods, 
and  beholdeth  his  brother  in  need,  and  shutteth  up 
his  compassion  from  him,  how  doth  the  love  of 
God  abide  in  him?" 

Being  a  keen  observer  Mack  saw  too  well  what 
the  future  had  in  store  for  his  congregation.  Na- 
turally communications  were  kept  up  with  those 
who  had  gone  to  the  New  World.  Through  this 
exchange  of  letters  the  contrast  between  the 
freedom  enjoyed  in  America  and  the  persecution 
endured  in  Europe  became  the  more  marked.  For 
nine  years  the  church  abode  in  Westervain.  In- 
stead of  improving,  conditions  grew  worse.  Mack's 
finances  were  no  longer  what  they  once  had  been. 
His  great  and  compassionate  heart  would  keep 
nothing  for  himself  while  his  brethren  suffered. 
Nowhere  were  dissenters  wanted.  But  whither 
should  they  flee  now?  Penn's  protection  in  the 
province  of  Pennsylvania  held  out  a  new  hope.  A 
second  time  the  church  in  Europe  turned  longing 
eyes  to  the  far  west.  In  due  time  plans  were  com- 
pleted. The  church  was  ready  to  follow  Mack, 
ready  to  exchange  Europe  with  its  persecution  for 
America  with  its  freedom,  as  Becker  and  his  con- 
gregation had  done  ten  years  before.  Westward 
we  will  follow  the  church  and  note  its  develop- 
ment. 

We  go  first  to  Rotterdam,  where,  on  July  7, 
1729,  we  meet  Mack  and  his  group,  one  hundred 
twenty-six  souls,  about  thirty  families.  They  are 
about  to  embark  on  the  good  ship  Allen.  Their  de- 
parture will  chronicle  the  end  of  the  organized 
church  in  Europe.  As  we  view  the  group  we  miss 
Sister  Mack  and  little  daughter,  both  of  whom 
have  been  called  to  their  heavenly  home  where 
suffering  and  persecution  are  unknown.  The  day 
of  sailing  has  arrived,  the  last  farewells  have  been 
said,  the  last  look  at  the  homeland  has  been 
taken,  and  they  are  off  on  a  voyage  of  seventy-one 
days  between  Rotterdam  and  Philadelphia.  Some 
of  these  days  were  calm,  others  stormy.  Other- 
wise the  voyage  would  have  been  much  shorter. 

Their  voyage  ended,  the  same  port  that  had  wel- 
comed Becker  and  his  group  ten  years  before  wel- 
comed Mack  and  his  congregation.  But  there  was 
this  difference:  This  new  group  was  welcomed  by 
those  of  like  precious  faith.  Only  those  who  have 
been  strangers  in  a  strange  land  where  they  knew 
no  one  understand  what  that  meant.  It  was  a  hap- 
py meeting  for  Mack  and  Becker.  The  church  of 
Europe  and  the  church  of  America  again  became 
one  people  in  one  place. 

We,  who  cross  the  Atlantic  in  a  week  and  less, 
in  modern  vessels  with  every  convenience,  can- 
not appreciate  the  conditions  on  a  sailing  vessel 


two  hundred  years  ago.  Neither  can  we,  who  live 
surrounded  by  congregations  of  our  own  people, 
know  the  joy  that  those  experienced  who  had  been 
separated  for  ten  years.  Only  those  who  have 
pioneered  can  understand  what  it  meant  to  these 
two  groups  when  they  were  reunited  and  bowed  in 
worship  at  the  throne  of  grace.  The  homes  of 
the  members  were  thrown  open  to  the  new  ar- 
rivals until  further  arrangements  could  be  made. 
The  church  in  America  rejoiced  that  Mack  was 
again  in  their  midst  to  lead  and  inspire.  The  new- 
comers rejoiced  that  they  could  worship  in  har- 
mony with  New  Testament  teaching  and  the  lead- 
ings of  conscience.  Eld.  Peter  Becker,  who  never 
sought  leadership,  graciously  looked  to  Eld.  Alex- 
ander Mack  to  assume  leadership  in  America  as  he 
had  accepted  it  in  Europe.  The  two  had  always 
worked  harmoniously  in  Europe;  they  looked  for- 
ward to  complete  understanding  and  co-operation 
in  America.  J.  E.  M. 

All  rights  reserved 

Toward  a  Better  Society 

Trying  to  cure  symptoms  instead  of  the  disease 
which  causes  them  is  a  very  old  human  weakness, 
and  the  practice  is  not  limited  to  physical  ail- 
ments. It  is  especially  common  in  the  social 
realm. 

There  is  so  much  wrong  in  international  rela- 
tions and  in  group  relations  of  all  sorts  that  no 
right-minded  person  can  be  content  to  do  nothing 
about  it.  The  easiest  way  to  release  pent-up 
anxiety  is  to  attempt  some  rearrangement  of  the 
parts  or,  perhaps,  to  add  another  something  some- 
where. Inventive  genius  can  always  find  a  place 
to  tack  more  on. 

Sometimes  it  does  a  little  good.  The  reason  it 
does  so  little  good,  and  so  often  none  at  all,  is  that 
the  main  trouble  is  overlooked.  We  may  profess 
to  recognize  it  and  certainly  will  if  the  point  is 
raised,  but  we  do  not  take  it  seriously  enough. 
We  do  not  give  it  the  central  place  which  it  de- 
serves. 

The  simple  meaning  of  these  insinuations  is 
that  such  personal  virtues  as  integrity  and  unsel- 
fishness must  rate  higher  in  our  plans.  We  cannot 
man  the  social  structures  we  set  up  with  the  char- 
acter required  to  make  them  work  well.  The 
quality  demanded  is  produced  only  by  a  deeper 
work  of  divine  grace  in  human  hearts. 

The  most  pressing  need  in  all  collective  action 
programs  is  managers  who  are  themselves  man- 
aged by  Jesus  Christ.  If  you  can  help  make  them 
faster  you  will  make  a  real  contribution  to  social 
justice.  e.  F. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


ABRAHAM  AND  LOT 

ABRAHAM  BUILDS  AN  ALTAR 

We  Need 

Men  of  Faith 

Now! 

BY   NATHAN   MARTIN 


There  came  to  the  man,  now  so  generally  spoken 
of  as  "the  father  of  the  faithful,"  a  call  from  God, 
saying,  "Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and  from 
thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's  house,  unto  a 
land  that  I  will  shew  thee"  (Gen.  12:1).  Faith  is 
opposed  to  sight.  Faith  has  to  do  with  those  things 
which  we  cannot  see  nor  comprehend.  Dr.  Pente- 
cost writes,  "I  remember  the  first  time  I  saw  a 
telephone.  I  was  told  that  through  it  I  could  speak 
to  my  friend  two  miles  away,  and  receive  an  im- 
mediate answer.  I  believed  what  my  scientific 
friend  told  me,  although  I  did  not  at  all  compre- 
hend the  wonder  of  it.  I  used  the  telephone  long 
before  I  understood  its  construction." 

"By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called  .  .  . 
obeyed;  and  he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he 
went"  (Heb.  11:8).  "He  looked  for  a  city  which 
hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is 
God"  (Heb.  11: 10) .  In  faith,  in  simplicity,  in  hope, 
with  a  far-off  look  in  his  eye,  he  journeyed  on. 

Christopher  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of  this 
continent,  sailing  on  day  after  day,  with  no  land 
in  sight,  nor  anything  to  indicate  land,  used  to 
write  in  his  logbook  at  evening  the  date,  and  then 
added,  "Sailed  on!"  He  was  counted  crazy.  Paul 
was  accused  of  being  mad  from  much  learning. 
Christian  in  Pilgrim's  Progress  was  shunned  by 
his  own  household  when  he  acted  so  strangely. 

When  John  Wesley  was  leaving  England  to  be- 
come a  missionary  to  the  Indians  in  Georgia,  an 
unbeliever  said:  "What  is  this,  sir?  You  want 
nothing:  you  have  a  good  provision  for  life,  and 
are  in  the  way  of  preferment;  and  must  you  leave 
all  to  convert  savages  in  America?" 

The  call,  "Get  thee  out,"  embraced  a  threefold 
test.  It  meant  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  is  dearest 
in  this  life — country,  kindred,  home.  Says  some 
one,  "To  part  with  solid  acres  and  get  nothing  but 


hopes  of  an  inheritance  in  the  skies  looks  like  in- 
sanity, and  is  the  only  true  wisdom.  'Get  thee 
out'  is  plain;  'the  land  that  I  will  show  thee'  looks 
like  the  doubtful  outlines  seen  from  afar  at  sea, 
which  may  be  but  clouds."  But  "Abraham,  when 
he  was  called,  .  .  .  obeyed;  and  he  went  out." 

No  Christian  can  fail  to  have  a  profound  admi- 
ration for  Abraham  in  his  peaceful  separation  from 
his  unthankful  nephew,  Lot.  That  page  should  be, 
in  every  ardent  Bible  student's  book,  well  worn 
and  well  marked,  which  records  the  first  arbitra- 
tion in  history,  "Is  not  the  whole  land  before  thee? 
separate  thyself,  I  pray  thee,  from  me:  if  thou 
wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  right; 
or  if  thou  depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go 
to  the  left"  (Gen.  13:9).  Reminds  one  of  the 
legend  of  Hercules.  Once,  while  traveling  along 
a  narrow  road,  there  appeared  threateningly  be- 
fore him  a  strange-looking  animal.  Hercules 
struck  it  with  a  club,  whereupon  it  approached 
him  still  more  threateningly  but  three  times  its 
first  size.  Hercules  struck  fast  and  furiously,  the 
animal  meantime  becoming  larger  and  more  fu- 
rious. It  was  a  monster.  It  completely  blocked  the 
road.  Then  Pallas  appeared,  warned  him  to  stop, 
and  explained,  "It's  name  is  Strife.  Let  it  alone 
and  it  will  soon  become  its  former  size."  All 
strife  and  quarreling  will  automatically  end  if 
one  of  the  quarrelers  withdraws  from  the  scene. 
"Blessed  are  the  peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God"   (Matt.  5:9). 

Mrs.  Allyn  had  a  son  in  Alaska,  and  a  daughter 
in  Africa.  Some  one  asked,  "How  can  you  always 
be  so  serene  and  happy?  I  should  be  half  wild 
most  of  the  time,  yet  you  never  seem  to  worry." 
When  asked  whether  she  never  worried,  she  re- 
plied, "No,  God  is  in  Africa  and  Alaska  as  well 
as  here.    If  I  feel  anxious,  I  have  only  to  ask  our 
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Father,  who  loves  my  children  better  than  I  can, 
to  protect  them  from  harm,  surround  them  with 
his  love,  guide  them  aright,  and  swift  as  a  thought 
can  fly  they  are  helped  far  better  than  I  could 
help  them  were  I  close  at  hand."  "And  your  faith 
is  as  strong  as  that?"  "It  would  not  be  faith  if  it 
were  not.  The  promises  are  sure.  There  is  no 
room  for  doubt." 

Intercession  means  much  in  soul  winning.  Mr. 
Moody  told  of  an  experience  of  his  along  this  line. 
"I  once  knew  a  little  cripple  who  lay  upon  her 
deathbed.  She  had  given  herself  to  God  and  was 
distressed  only  because  she  could  not  labor  for  him 
actively.  Her  pastor  visited  her,  and,  hearing  her 
complaint,  told  her  that  there,  from  her  sickbed, 
she  could  offer  prayer  for  those  she  wanted  to  see 
saved.  He  advised  her  to  write  their  names  down 
and  then  to  pray  earnestly  for  them.  Soon  a 
feeling  of  great  religious  interest  sprang  up  in  the 
village,  and  the  churches  were  crowded  nightly. 
The  little  cripple  heard  of  the  revival  and  inquired 
anxiously  for  the  names  of  the  saved.  A  few 
weeks  later  she  died,  and  under  her  pillow  was  a 
paper  bearing  the  names  of  fifty-six  persons,  ev- 
ery one  of  whom  had  been  converted  in  the  re- 
vival. By  each  name  was  a  little  cross  by  which 
the  little  cripple  saint  had  checked  off  the  name 
of  each  convert  as  it  had  been  reported  to  her. 

No  mere  man  has  ever  been  so  widely  and  so 
permanently  honored  as  Abraham.  Mohammed- 
ans, Jews  and  Christians  alike  revere  his  name. 
"Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  unto 
him  for  righteousness:  and  he  was  called  the 
Friend  of  God"  (James  2:23). 

Lebanon,  Pa. 


The  Ottering  of  the  Lord 

BY    JOSEPH    N.    CASSEL 

Ever  since  God  placed  man  upon  the  earth,  man 
has  felt  the  urge  to  make  offerings.  It  is  easy  to 
think  of  this  as  an  evidence  of  the  divine  that  is  in 
man.  God  loves  to  give,  and  gives  bountifully.  He 
evidently  delights  in  our  appreciation.  Man  loves 
to  give.  We  like  to  give  choice  morsels  to  our  do- 
mestic pets  and  animals  because  they  show  their 
appreciation. 

Before  human  society  was  organized  man 
brought  of  that  which  was  dear  to  him,  and  had 
real  value  in  the  support  of  his  physical  being,  to 
make  his  offering  to  the  Lord,  or  to  his  accepted 
god,  as  the  case  may  have  been.  Man  conceived 
the  idea  that  the  greater  and  more  frequent  his 
offerings  were,  the  more  his  god  would  be  pleased; 
also  that  failure  to  bring  sufficient  would  invoke 
his  god's  displeasure.     Thus  in  the  face  of  great 


danger  or  disaster  he  increased  his  offerings  and 
their  value.  For  example,  kings  offered  their  sons 
when  their  enemies  seemed  to  prevail  against 
them. 

When  Moses  organized  the  children  of  Israel  he 
gave  details  as  to  just  how  the  different  offerings 
should  be  presented  so  as  to  make  them  meaning- 
ful and  helpful  to  those  who  would  offer  them. 
There  came  times  when  the  priests  took  advan- 
tage of  the  offerings  to  enrich  themselves.  This 
greatly  displeased  the  Lord  and  brought  his  con- 
demnation and  judgement  (1  Sam.  2). 

Unfortunately,  when  the  offerings  to  the  Lord 
became  more  meaningful  by  being  used  in  the  pro- 
motion and  perpetuation  of  worship,  then  men 
neglected  them  the  more.  Malachi  speaks  of  rob- 
bing God  through  failure  to  bring  all  the  offerings 
and  tithes.  God  evidently  loves  the  offerings  of  his 
people  much  as  we  like  to  see  our  trees  bud  and 
bloom  and  then  bear  fruit.  Paul  was  pleased 
when  he  heard  of  the  liberality  of  the  church,  for 
it  was  an  evidence  of  their  fruit-bearing. 

Normal  man  loves  to  give  when  he  sees  and  feels 
the  need.  When  a  man  feels  the  need  and  does  not 
give,  God's  love  does  not  dwell  in  him  (1  John 
3:17). 

In  the  above  statement  is  the  basic  principle  that 
needs  to  be  considered  in  the  developing  of  a  giv- 
ing church.  Competitive  drives  and  campaigns 
may  have  their  place,  but  they  will  never  take 
the  place  of  giving  because  we  love  to  give  and 
because  we  feel  the  need. 

One  morning  I  sat  in  a  Sunday-school  class  con- 
stituted of  men  past  middle  age.  The  teacher  was 
the  elder  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  church 
for  many  years.  They  had  followed  his  leading 
and  feeding,  for  it  was  excellent.  On  this  particu- 
lar day,  in  the  worship  following  the  Sunday 
school,  an  offering  for  the  educational  interests  of 
the  district  was  to  be  lifted.  Before  the  lesson 
was  taught  the  elder  told  his  class  that  they  repre- 
sented the  money  power  of  the  church  and  that 
they  should  give  at  least  five  dollars  each  into  the 
offering.  Being  a  farmer  as  well  as  elder  of  a 
congregation,  naturally  I  was  curious  about  re- 
sults, so  I  watched.  (Jesus  also  saw  what  was  cast 
into  the  treasury.)  As  far  as  I  could  see  it  was 
mostly  hard  money  that  the  class  gave.  I  think 
the  elder  gave  five  dollars;  the  bill  was  folded  as 
it  should  have  been.  Now  what  miscarried?  Evi- 
dently the  good  brethren  had  followed  their  faith- 
ful elder  so  well  he  felt  that  all  that  was  necessary 
was  his  word,  and  the  money  would  be  forthcom- 
ing. The  better  plan  would  have  been  for  the 
elder  to  have  spoken  a  brief  word  on  the  value  of 
the  educational  interests  to  the  individual,  and  to' 
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A  Tryst  With  God 

BY  EVELYN  SAATHOFF 

I  saw  a  birch  keep  tryst  with  God. 
It  waited  by  a  hill. 
Its  every  twig  bowed  reverence, 
Its  frosty  boughs  were  still. 

Its  mossy  trunk  was  yellow-green, 
Its  boughs  a  creamy  white; 
Its  lovely  head  was  bent  and  bare 
Before  the  dawn's  soft  light. 

I  saw  a  birch  keep  tryst  with  God. 
I  bowed  and  did  not  see 
When  God,  himself,  kept  covenant 
And  blessed  the  birch  and  me! 

Bemidji,  Minn. 


Birches  at  Lake  Itasca  State  Park.  Minnesota.    Photo 
by  E.  G.  Hoff 


the  congregation,  and  not  even  intimated  how 
much  they  should  give.  Then  he  might  have 
looked  for  results.  Men  like  to  be  invited  to  help 
in  a  good  cause,  but  they  do  not  like  to  be  told  how 
much  they  should  give.  I  suppose  it  is  the  free 
spirit  that  dwells  within. 

In  the  days  of  Joash  the  King  (2  Chron.  24) ,  the 
house  of  the  Lord  was  badly  spoiled  and  the  instru- 
ments for  the  services  taken  away.  An  effort  was 
made  to  secure  money  to  make  the  needed  re- 
pairs by  sending  Levites  out  as  solicitors.  This 
failed.  It  was  at  too  long  a  range.  So  the  plan  of 
making  a  chest  and  placing  it  at  the  door  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  was  proposed  by  Joash.  This 
worked  beautifully.  Why?  It  had  all  the  ele- 
ments necessary  for  results.  The  appeal  of  the 
chest  came  when  the  people  were  in  the  mood  to 
worship.  They  were  not  told  how  much  they 
should  give.  They  saw  the  great  need,  for  the  of- 
ferings were  received  at  the  door  of  the  ruined 
temple,  and  they  were  given  into  the  charge  of  the 
most  trustworthy  men  in  the  kingdom.  There  was 
no  fear  that  the  men  who  did  the  collecting  wanted 
a  good  share  for  their  work. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  intimation  in  the  New 
Testament  that  any  apostle,  prophet,  elder  or 
church  board  has  any  right  to  tell  a  member  how 
much  to  give  to  any  cause.  (If  a  member  is  in- 
experienced and  desires  advice,  surely  it  should 


be  given.)     No  board  should  assume  such  author- 
ity. 

The  gospel  rule  of  giving  is  stated  by  Paul  in 
2  Cor.  9:7:  "Every  man  according  as  he  purposeth 
in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give;  not  grudgingly,  or  of 
necessity:  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver." 
Cheerfulness  in  giving  is  fostered  first  by  worth- 
iness of  the  cause,  and  afterward  by  the  wise  and 
economical  way  in  which  the  funds  are  admin- 
istered. Rumors  of  certain  tendencies  along  these 
lines  are  crippling  the  work  of  some  of  our  major 
charitable  organizations.  May  the  church  of 
Christ  forever  steer  clear  of  anything  questionable 
along  this  line.  Deficits  would  fade  and  surpluses 
would  appear  if  our  people  would  give  the  things 
of  real  value  their  rightful  place  in  their  thinking. 
The  life  of  a  child  saved  now  may  result  in  his 
becoming  a  great  benefactor  to  the  human  race. 
A  soul  saved  now  at  some  isolated  mission  may  be- 
come a  mighty  champion  for  right  and  truth. 
Helping  some  one  to  a  Christian  education  may 
some  day  return  to  us  an  hundredfold,  and  yet  re- 
main to  bless  the  generation  to  come.  Here  is  a 
kind  of  giving  enriching  both  the  one  who  re- 
ceives and  the  one  who  gives. 

In  the  great  need  that  now  confronts  us,  shall  we 
do  less  than  we  can?  "She  has  done  what  she 
could"  (Mark  14: 8) . 

Fairview  Village,  Pa. 
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Jesus  Against  War 

BY    A.    B.    VAN    DYKE 

In  these  days  of  apostasy  and  unbelief  of  1941, 
when  the  dogs  of  war  are  growling  furiously,  and 
spirituality  is  waning,  and  men  are  "lovers  of 
pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God"  (2  Tim.  3:4), 
and  "after  their  own  lusts  shall  they  heap  to  them- 
selves teachers,  having  itching  ears"  (2  Tim.  4:3), 
let  us  turn  to  the  teaching  of  our  Lord  Jesus  and 
see  what  he  has  told  us. 

"Blessed  are  the  merciful:  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy"  (Matt.  5:7).  Is  there  any  mercy  in  war? 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for  they  shall  see 
God"  (Matt.  5:8).  Can  one  that  is  pure  in  heart 
go  out  and  kill  his  neighbor?  "Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God"  (Matt.  5:9).  How  do  children-of-God 
peacemakers  operate?  Do  they  go  out  with  sword 
and  spear,  with  machine  guns  and  cannon,  with 
warplane  and  torpedo  boats?  "Blessed  are 
they  which  are  persecuted  for  righteousness' 
sake,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven"  (Matt. 
5:10).  Does  this  give  any  place  for  self-defense, 
and  shall  we  persecute  in  return?  "Blessed  are  ye, 
when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and 
shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely, 
for  my  sake."  All  this  comes  to  the  pure  in  heart, 
the  peacemakers,  the  merciful  and  the  child  of 
God.  "Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad:  for  great 
is  your  reward  in  heaven:  for  so  persecuted  they 
the  prophets  which  were  before  you"  (Matt.  5: 
11,  12).  Nowhere  does  the  Lord  Jesus  give  his 
children  any  right  to  self-defense. 

"But  I  say  unto  you,  That  ye  resist  not  evil:  but 
whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek, 
turn  to  him  the. other  also"  (Matt.  5:39).  Self- 
defense  is  not  in  the  teaching  of  Jesus.  True,  he 
did  tell  his  disciples  just  before  he  was  taken  by 
the  angry  mob,  "He  that  hath  no  sword  let  him 
sell  his  garment  and  buy  one."  But  that  sword 
was  not  for  self-defense,  but  to  make  a  wound 
that  Jesus  might  heal — a  wound  on  his  enemy  in 
the  midst  of  the  angry  mob;  yet  before  he  went 
to  the  cross,  that  he  might  show  his  love  and  dem- 
onstrate his  power  and  willingness  to  bless  his 
enemy,  even  though  they  were  ready  to  take  his 
life.  He  did  not  intend  to  have  a  sword  there  for 
self-defense,  for  in  Matt.  26:50-53  we  learn  that 
when  they  came  to  take  Jesus,  when  Peter  smote 
off  the  servant's  ear,  Jesus  rebuked  him,  and  said: 
"All  they  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the 
sword,"  and  that  he  could  pray  to  his  Father  and 
he  would  presently  give  more  than  twelve  legions 
of  angels  if  it  Were  for  self-defense.  "Jesus  an- 
swered, My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world:  if  my 
kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  ser- 


vants fight,  that  I  should  not  be  delivered  to  the 
Jews:  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence" 
(John  18:36).  The  servants  of  Christ  are  subject 
to  the  King  Eternal;  they  must  deny  themselves  of 
these  hateful,  carnal  dispositions  that  cause  people 
to  want  to  kill  each  other.  And  this  principle  of 
nonresistance  may  force  us  to  the  same  conclusion 
that  Peter  and  John  came  to  in  Acts  4:19.  "But 
Peter  and  John  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hearken 
unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye."  There 
are  things  in  the  civil  law  that  the  man  of  God 
cannot  do  without  violating  some  of  the  teaching 
of  Christ  Jesus.  We  do  well  if  we  remember 
Matt.  7: 12,  which  is,  "Therefore  all  things  whatso- 
ever ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye 
even  so  to  them;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the  proph- 
ets." 

Law  is  for  the  lawless.  And  war,  I  suppose,  is 
for  those  who  are  not  willing  to  be  governed  by 
the  teaching  of  Jesus.  It  is  for  those  who  are  not 
willing  to  keep  the  golden  rule,  who  want  to  sup- 
press their  neighbor,  who  go  out  and  kill  and 
crush  and  abuse  in  order  to  have  their  way.  War 
is  the  way  of  those  who  forget  a  neighbor's  rights, 
disregarding  all  rules  of  mercy,  love  and  peace. 
Here  is  where  the  conflict  comes  between  the  child 
of  God  and  the  children  of  the  evil  one. 

In  these  days  of  gloom  and  error  we  must  walk 
as  men  of  God.  It  is  not  the  hearer  that  is  blest, 
"but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven."  So  says  the  Lord  Jesus.  Again,  it 
was  this  consciousness  of  right  and  wrong  that 
caused  Shadrach,  Meshach  and  Abednego  to  be 
cast  into  the  fiery  furnace,  and  Daniel  into  the 
lions'  den.  But  God  overruled  and  they  came  out 
unharmed.  Just  before  Jesus  went  to  the  cross  on 
Calvary  he  said,  "If  they  do  these  things  in  a 
green  tree,  what  shall  be  done  in  the  dry?"  And 
John  15:20,  "Remember  the  word  that  I  have  said 
unto  you:  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his 
lord.  If  they  have  persecuted  me  they  will  also 
persecute  you."  So  it  was.  Stephen  was  stoned. 
James  was  killed  with  a  sword.  Many  saints  of 
the  Lord  suffered  much,  even  death.  And  we  are 
admonished  by  Paul,  2  Tim.  2:3,  "Thou  therefore 
endure  hardness,  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ." 
So  we  must  suffer  for  his  sake  if  we  would  reign 
with  him.  "For  unto  you  it  is  given  in  the  behalf 
of  Christ,  not  only  to  believe  on  him,  but  also  to 
suffer  for  his  sake"  (Phil.  1:29).  And  if  we  who 
are  called  conscientious  objectors  are  criticized,  ill- 
treated  and  suffer  imprisonment  or  death,  remem- 
ber others  have  gone  to  their  reward  over  the 
same  road  of  suffering  before  us.  And  they  have 
gone  rejoicing  in  the  God  of  their  salvation,  who 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  31,  1941 


redeemed  them  from  this  present  evil  world. 
Many  of  us  need  to  kneel  before  our  Maker,  even 
fall  on  our  faces  in  the  solitude  of  our  own  cham- 
bers, and  there  alone  with  God  pour  out  our  souls 
to  him,  confessing  our  sins  and  seeking  his  guid- 
ance and  beseeching  him  for  wisdom  and  boldness 
to  speak  forth  his  word  of  truth.    For — 

We  are  passing  away  to  the  great  judgment  day, 
There  to  answer  for  the  deeds  we  have  done; 
The  Savior  has  given  us  commands  to  obey, 
If,  at  last  the  victory  shall  be  won. 

Winona  Lake,  Ind. 


The  Future  Hope 

BY  A.  R.  COFFMAN 

This  hope  is  a  certain  hope.  The  reason  why  it 
is  hope  is  not  that  there  is  any  lack  of  assurance 
but  that  it  is  future.  We  rejoice  in  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God  (Rom.  5:2).  "And  hope  maketh  not 
ashamed  [does  not  allow  us  to  be  conquered]  be- 
cause the  love  of  God  is  poured  out  into  our 
hearts  by  the  Holy  Spirit  who  is  given  unto  us" 
(Rom.  5:5).  "And  now  abideth  faith,  hope,  love" 
(1  Cor.  13:13).  There  is  no  hesitancy  in  these 
statements,  but  an  established  confidence  that 
faces  the  future  on  solid  footing. 

The  future  hope  is  comforting.  The  Holy  Spirit 
is  the  Comforter  (John  14: 16) .  And  he  expects 
us  to  comfort  one  another  with  the  same  comfort 
wherewith  we  ourselves  are  comforted  of  God  (2 
Cor.  1:4).  Paul  tells  us  in  1  Thess.  4:15-18  and  1 
Cor.  15:51,  52  that  the  Lord  shall  come,  and  the 
dead  in  Christ  be  raised  and  believers  who  are 
alive  at  the  time  be  changed  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  and  all  together  be  caught  up  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  air  and  be  forever  with  him.  Paul 
says  that  this  is  on  the  authority  of  the  word  of 
the  Lord;  and,  if  we  are  familiar  with  the  state- 
ments of  Jesus,  we  know  that  it  is  true.  And  then 
he  adds  that  we  shall  comfort  one  another  with 
these  words.  And  there  are  none  more  comfort- 
ing. 

The  future  hope  is  purifying.  1  John  3:2,  3 
makes  this  plain.  The  truth  that,  if  we  are  to 
see  him  as  he  is,  we  shall  need  to  be  like  him,  is 
self-evident,  for  like  sees  like.  The  pure  in  heart 
are  the  ones  who  shall  see  God  (Matt.  5:8)  be- 
cause God  is  the  Source  and  very  Essence  of  pur- 
ity. It  is  no  wonder  that  every  man  who  has  this 
hope  in  him  purifies  himself,  even  as  he  is  pure. 

The  future  hope  is  blessed  and  glorious.  Turn- 
ing our  backs  on  the  ungodliness  and  lust  of  the 
world,  we  are  to  live  the  real,  Christian  life  here 
and  now,  looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the 


glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa- 
vior, Jesus  Christ  (Titus  2:13). 

The  future  hope  is  victory,  and  that  means  work. 
There  is  no  victory  without  work.  God  works  for 
us  and  through  us.  When  the  Lord  gathers  his 
wheat  into  the  garner,  the  good  fish  into  his  ves- 
sels— those  precious  people,  his  treasures  and  his 
pearls  whom  he  has  bought  with  his  own  blood 
that  is  infinitely  more  priceless  than  silver  and 
gold,  those  who  have  chosen  their  Savior  to  be 
their  all;  when  he  has  separated  them  from  the 
tares,  the  stones,  the  briars,  the  thorns,  the  barren 
soil,  corruption  and  mortality,  then  it  can  be  said 
that  death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory.  Even  now 
there  is  that  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  (Matt.  13;  1  Peter  1:18,  19;  1  Cor.  15:53-57). 

Martinsburg,  Pa. 


They  Fish  for  Men 

BY  ROY  WHITE 

Most  businesses  fail,  but  that  was  small  con- 
solation to  Simon  and  his  partners.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  they  were  not  making  a  go  of  it,  even 
with  satisfactory  equipment,  quiet  labor  condi- 
tions and  a  good  market  to  work  in  their  favor. 
For  awhile  the  partners  let  Jesus  use  the  boat  for 
preaching  services — it  wasn't  paying  expenses 
anyway — then  they  started  out  again  under  new 
management.  Almost  immediately  they  saw  that 
things  now  were  different.  Their  success  was  spec- 
tacular. The  possibilities  of  this  thing  seemed  un- 
limited. Why  not  steal  a  march  on  competition 
and  corner  the  local  trade?  They  might  even 
branch  out  into  new  territory. 

Jesus  saw  the  possibilities,  too;  in  fact,  he  saw 
all  of  them.  He  knew  that  these  men  had  an  un- 
usual faith  in  God  and  in  himself.  Their  ability 
to  accomplish  great  things  together  under  his  di- 
rections had  been  demonstrated.  He  had  a  strong 
combination  here — a  good  group  of  workers — in 
fact,  too  good  to  invest  in  any  but  the  highest  ob- 
jectives. 

Fish  are  valuable,  and  someone  is  needed  to 
catch  them;  but  almost  everyone  knows  about  the 
value  of  fish.  A  countless  host  have  given  their 
lives  to  supply  fish  to  men.  As  Jesus  saw  it,  there 
was  a  much  greater  danger  of  a  shortage  of  the 
grace  of  God  in  the  lives  of  men  than  there  was 
danger  of  a  fish  shortage.  Even  overproduction 
of  food  does  not  stop  hunger  and  desperation  in  a 
nation  which  lacks  a  saving  knowledge  of  the 
Christ. 

Each  of  these  men  had  but  one  life  to  live;  they 
had  to  sacrifice  something.  So  it  would  be  better 
for  them  to  neglect  the  thing  that  others  were  sure 
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to  do;  better  for  them  to  undertake  a  task  that 
was  worthy  of  their  best,  and  which  was  more 
likely  to  be  neglected.  Christ  himself  was  willing 
to  lead  the  way.  Their  call  was  from  the  very 
Son  of  God.  If  they  stayed  with  the  fish  he  might 
not  call  again.  Just  where  he  would  lead  them, 
they  did  not  know;  what  all  it  might  cost  them 
they  could  not  say — but  his  call  was  clear,  "and 
when  they  had  brought  their  boats  to  land  they 
left  all  and  followed  him." 
Chicago,  III. 


The  Minister's  Relationship  to  the  Church 

BY  C.  E.  GRAPES 
(Read  2  Cor.  6:  1-10) 

Paul,  in  this  passage,  is  pointing  out  some  of 
his  varied  experiences  and  results  of  his  preach- 
ing. These  are  considered  by  him  as  proof  that  as 
a  minister  his  relationship  to  the  church  is  divine- 
ly ordained.  He  believes  in  the  never  failing 
principle  expressed  in  the  words  of  the  Master, 
"By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

The  season  of  vacations  is  just  before  us.  This 
period  to  me  is  one  of  the  hardest  seasons  of  the 
year.  I  have  never  been  able  to  hold  my  church 
up  to  a  level  of  interest  as  I  should  like.  I  have 
my  own  personal  ideas  as  to  the  minister's  place 
in  the  entire  yearly  program  of  the  church.  Dur- 
ing the  months  of  July  and  August  most  of  the 
churches  in  towns  where  I  have  served  omit  at 
least  the  evening  service  and  prayer  meeting. 
Many  ministers  at  this  time  also  take  a  vacation. 
Many  of  our  people  at  one  time  or  another  take 
vacations.  The  Sunday  evening  services  during 
these  months  have  been  carried  on  in  some 
churches  without  the  official  board,  the  chorister, 
the  choir  and  many  that  should  fill  the  pews. 
What  shall  be  done  about  it?  I  am  now  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Lord's  house  should  not  be 
closed  at  any  time.  I  know  that  we  all  need  rest, 
relaxation  and  recreation,  and  no  one  needs  it 
more  than  the  minister.  In  my  own  experience 
of  seventeen  years  I  have  not  been  absent  from 
both  morning  and  evening  services  in  my  own 
church  with  the  exception  of  one  Sunday  until 
this  past  month  when  I  held  a  revival  meeting  in 
Lancaster  County.  I  have  not  missed  preaching 
somewhere  on  a  single  Sunday  for  seventeen 
years,  except  when  at  Conference. 

The  minister  should  be  a  leader,  a  shepherd,  a 
guide,  and  an  example  in  all  the  work  of  the 
church.  There  is  no  place  for  the  minister  in  the 
thinking,  planning  and  moving  of  the  church  un- 
less he  is  well  ahead  of  his  people.  This  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  time  passes  so  swiftly  for  the 
busy  minister.    He  must  be  thinking  about  Easter 


while  his  people  are  still  enjoying  the  Christmas 
tree.  He  must  be  seeing  the  harvest  even  before 
the  seed  is  planted. 

In  shepherding  the  flock  he  must  always  know 
where  the  green  pastures  are  and  should  be  able 
to  lead  his  people  to  them.  There  are  always 
those  of  the  flock  who  have  a  tendency  to  stray 
and  who  must  be  tenderly  guided  back  to  the  fold. 

As  a  guide,  the  minister  is  the  logical  person. 
He  above  all  others  must  know  where  he  is  going 
and  how  to  get  there.  His  effectiveness  will  be 
much  improved  if  he  will  take  the  time  and  pains 
to  familiarize  himself  with  the  way  before  he 
starts.  He  must  have  careful  and  definite  plans. 
He  must  also  be  able,  when  circumstances  require 
it,  to  alter  his  plans  or  to  even  change  his  course. 

The  minister  should  surely  bear  a  relationship 
to  his  church  expressed  in  the  words  of  Jesus, 
"For  I  have  given  you  an  example."  He  can  ex- 
pect no  more  in  loyalty,  devotion  and  faithfulness 
on  the  part  of  his  people  than  he  himself  sets  forth, 
by  his  own  example.  Let  the  minister  bring  to 
his  work  a  worthy  example  that  will  be  a  chal- 
lenge to  his  people  to  whom  it  is  his  sacred  trust 
to  minister. 

"I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mer- 
cies of  God,  to  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacri- 
fice, holy,  acceptable  to  God,  which  is  your  spir- 
itual service"  (Rom.  12:1). 

Greencastle,  Pa. 


Standing  in  the  Need  of  Prayer 

BY  LEANDER  SMITH 

Paul  urged  the  Christians  of  his  day  to  pray  for 
all  men.  This  is  the  supreme  task  of  the  church. 
We  need  to  pray  for  a  reawakened  spirituality;  we 
need  to  pray  for  the  regeneration  of  the  lost;  we 
need  to  pray  for  a  deeper  sense  of  brotherhood,, 
and  we  need  to  pray  for  a  closer  walk  with  God. 

We  need  to  pray  for  the  re-establishment  of  the- 
family  altar  in  the  American  home.  When  I  think 
of  the  days  of  my  youth,  when  the  family  altar 
was  in  use,  I  cannot  but  wonder  what  to  think  of 
the  present  generation  and  the  unsettled  homes 
where  the  inmates  may  be  out  at  midnight.  We 
need  to  pray  for  the  home  in  the  home. 

All  men  stand  in  the  need  of  prayer.  Our  Presi- 
dent needs  our  prayers.  His  burdens  are  great  be- 
yond knowledge.  The  President,  the  Congress 
and  all  the  forces  of  our  government  stand  in  the 
need  of  prayer.  The  welfare  and  the  future  hap- 
piness of  the  home,  the  nation,  and  the  church  de- 
pend much  on  our  prayers  for  the  President  and 
his  advisers. 
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Our  state  and  county  officers  would  appreciate 
the  prayers  of  the  Christian  people.  Our  people 
can  render  them  and  the  legislative  bodies  an  in- 
valuable service  by  praying  for  them.  Then,  too, 
our  city  fathers,  as  they  are  generally  called, 
would  like  to  have  our  advice  and  the  prayers  of 
the  people  they  have  been  chosen  to  serve.  They 
are  harassed  by  demands  to  make  the  city  better. 

The  old  adage  used  to  run,  "To  labor  is  to  pray." 
I  prefer  to  turn  it  around  and  have  it  read,  "To 
pray  is  to  labor."  We  can  pray  people  into  the 
kingdom  when  every  other  means  or  agency  has 
failed.  It  was  Dr.  J.  B.  Shaw  who  said,  "If  I  could 
have  fifty  people  in  my  church  who  would  prom- 
ise to  work  unremittingly  for  souls,  and  five  who 
would  covenant  to  pray  without  ceasing  for  souls, 
I  would  unhesitatingly  choose  the  latter." 

I  have  noticed  this,  that  when  you  find  a  man 
or  woman  who  prays  he  or  she  always  associates 
prayers  and  alms  together.  So  let  us  pray  and 
work  till  the  Master  comes. 

Springdale,  Ark. 


Education  for  a  Time  and  a  Church 
Like  Ours 

BY  R.  H.  MILLER 

Among  the  pioneers  who  have  had  a  hand  in 
the  development  of  our  country  the  educational 
leaders  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  during  the 
last  fifty  years  should  be  given  a  high  place.  For 
courage  in  the  face  of  indifference  and  opposition, 
for  resourcefulness  in  the  use  of  extremely  lim- 
ited resources,  for  ingenuity  in  the  face  of  count- 
less and  unprecedented  problems,  for  practical 
sanity  and  poise,  they  have  been  excelled  by  few. 

One  of  the  most  significant  marks  of  the  excel- 
lence of  their  work  is  that,  as  they  hand  it  over  to 
us,  it  is  full  of  possibilities  of  growth  and  expan- 
sion. If  this  seems  like  strange  praise,  consider 
that  parents  relinquish  the  care  of  their  children 
right  when  those  children  begin  to  reach  out  to- 
ward larger  achievements.  If  this  were  not  so  we 
should  consider  ourselves  failures  as  parents.  A 
pretty  good  test  of  any  man's  work  is  what  hap- 
pens to  it  when  he  leaves  it.  If  it  falls  he  has 
failed;  if  it  stands  he  has  done  his  part  well.  By 
this  test  our  educational  pioneers  have  done  their 
work  well.  As  they  leave  it  to  us  it  is  full  of  pos- 
sibilities of  bigger,  richer  development.  This  and 
a  subsequent  article  attempt  to  suggest  some  of 
the  directions  of  this  development. 

I 
It  is  pretty  generally  agreed  that  we  are  going 
to  have  to  get  along  with  less  cash  than  we  have 
been  accustomed  to.    Militarism,  taxation  and  de- 


pression will  see  to  that.  It  does  not  necessarily 
follow,  however,  that  we  must  be  deprived  of  the 
means  necessary  to  good  living.  Lack  of  cash  can 
be  turned  into  an  opportunity  to  develop  one  of 
the  fine  characteristics  of  our  people:  I  refer  to 
the  willingness  to  work  with  our  hands.  More 
than  once  have  I  heard  some  good  brother  or  sis- 
ter say,  "I  made  it  with  my  own  hands."  Such 
willingness  is  entitled  to  the  best  training. 

The  farmer  boy  in  college  cannot  spend  all  of 
his  time  at  books;  he  must  keep  up  his  physical 
exercise.  Part  of  that  physical  exercise  should  be 
in  the  form  of  play,  but  not  all  of  it.  It  takes 
some  manual  labor  to  keep  his  menu  balanced.  No 
young  person  should  be  allowed  to  grow  up  a 
stranger  to  the  type  of  work  needed  to  feed, 
clothe  and  house  people.  There  is  solid  good 
sense  in  that  principle  of  Bible  times:  that  every 
youth,  whatever  his  vocation,  must  learn  a  trade. 

Everyone  should  be  able  to  do  something  useful 
with  his  hands.  No  thought  is  complete  until  it 
has  issued  in  action.  The  man  who  thinks  out 
something  and  then  does  it  is  a  better,  happier 
man  for  doing  it. 

II 

A  second  characteristic  of  our  people  which  has 
a  bearing  upon  education  is  our  symbolism.  Our 
symbolism  is  of  a  peculiar  type — democratic,  in- 
expensive, not  "high  church."  It  is  the  symbol- 
ism of  common  life.  Name  our  distinctive  prac- 
tices and  you  will  see  at  once  that  this  is  true: 
baptism,  feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
anointing  service.  A  people  who  can  see  and  ex- 
press high  truth  in  common  things  are  fertile  soil 
for  the  development  of  the  fine  arts,  for  that  is 
what  the  fine  arts  are,  the  expression  of  high  truth 
in  common  things. 

I  am  not  thinking  of  masterpieces  to  be  put  in 
art  galleries  where  only  those  who  have  wealth 
and  leisure  can  enjoy  them.  I  am  thinking  of  the 
artistic  training  which  enables  a  family  to  gather 
around  a  piano  and  play  and  sing  together,  which 
teaches  a  mother  to  set  a  beautiful  table  or  furnish 
a  room  appropriately,  which  can  lay  out  fences 
and  arrange  the  buildings  of  a  farm  home  so  that 
it  bespeaks  solid  comfort  and  moral  health. 

A  people  who  can  worship  with  the  commonest 
of  symbols  have  it  in  them,  if  properly  trained,  to 
spread  beauty  in  the  common  ways  of  life.  The 
fine  arts — music,  painting,  modeling,  weaving, 
dress  designing,  landscaping,  house  planning — 
should  have  a  much  larger  place  in  our  educa- 
tional procedure  than  they  have  at  the  present 
time. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 

To  be  continued 
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"The    Conscientious    Objector    Under    the 
Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940" 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

Director  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

Note:  Sections  of  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  Na- 
tional Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  entitled,  The  Con- 
scientious Objector  Under  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act 
of  1940 — Work  of  National  Importance,  which  describes  the  rights 
and  possible  alternatives  of  the  conscientious  objector  as  author- 
ized by  the  President  and  other  officials  of  the  United  States  will 
be  printed  in  these  columns  as  a  series  of  four  articles.  This  is 
the  third  article  in  that  series. 

National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors 

The  National  Service  Board,  with  offices  in  Washing- 
ton, is  the  official  representative  of  all  of  the  co-oper- 
atmg  agencies  in  dealing  with  the  various  branches  of 
the  United  States  government.  It  handles  complaints, 
appeal  proceedings,  establishment  of  new  camps,  the  in- 
spection service  of  operating  camps,  assignment  of  boys 
in  co-operation  with  the  administrative  agencies,  and 
attempts  to  interpret  the  position  and  philosophy  of  the 
religious  pacifist  to  the  government  and  general  public. 

The  board  of  directors  consists  of  M.  R.  Zigler,  Chair- 
man, Elgin,  Illinois;  Orie  Miller,  Vice  Chairman,  Akron, 
Pennsylvania;  Paul  J.  Furnas,  Treasurer,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania;  Arthur  L.  Swift,  Jr.,  New  York  City; 
Charles  F.  Boss,  Jr.,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Walter  W.  Van 
Kirk,  New  York  City;  James  A.  Crain,  Indianapolis,  In- 
diana. Paul  Comly  French,  a  Quaker,  is  Executive 
Secretary. 

The  organizations  represented  include  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  Brethren  Service  Commit- 
tee, Commission  on  World  Peace  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Mennonite  Cen- 
tral Committee,  Molokan  Advisory  Committee,  and 
Committee  on  the  Conscientious  Objector  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  and  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  Department  of  Social  Welfare. 

(Editorial  Note:  Since  this  was  written  a  Consultative  Council 
has  been  formed  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the  National 
Service  Board.  All  religious  denominations  which  have  members 
claiming  conscientious  objection  are  eligible  for  membership.  To 
date  the  following  groups  have  officially  accepted  the  invitation  to 
the  Consultative  Council:  Church  of  Christ  in  America;  Mediggo 
Mission;  General  Conference  of  Seventh-Day  Adventists;  United 
Lutheran  Church  in  America;  Evangelical  Church;  Episcopal 
Pacifist  Fellowship;  Episcopal  Church;  War  Resisters  League;  and 
the  Pentecostal  Church,  Inc.,  of  Houston,  Texas.) 

Administrative  Agencies 

The  National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors 
will  not  function  in  an  administrative  capacity.  The 
actual  administration  of  camps  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  various  agencies  represented  on  the  National  Service 
Board.     The  existing  administrative  agencies  are: 

American  Friends  Service  Committee,  20  South 
Twelfth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  Thomas 
E.  Jones,  Director  of  Friends  Civilian  Public  Service. 

Brethren  Service  Committee,  337  N.  Carolina  Ave., 
S.E.,  Washington,  D.  C,  Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Director 
of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service. 

Mennonite  Central  Committee,  Dr.  Henry  A.  Fast, 
Akron,  Pennsylvania,  Director  of  Mennonite  Civilian 
Public  Service. 

While  there  is  close  co-operation  between  the  three 
administrative  agencies,  each  one  is  responsible  for  the 
administration  and  financing  of  its  own  camps. 

Camps  are  being  established  which  will  be  adminis- 


tered by  one  of  the  three  agencies  in  conjunction  with 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America, 
the  World  Peace  Commission  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  Disciples  of  Christ,  and  other  organizations  which 
prefer  to  function  on  this  basis  rather  than  to  establish 
individual  camps. 

(To  Be    Continued) 


Concerning  the  Zamzam  Incident 

(The  statement  printed  below  was  released  on  May  21  to  the 
press,  to  officials,  and  to  other  interested  agencies  or  persons. 
—Ed.) 

On  the  Egyptian  ship  Zamzam  which  was  sunk  at  sea, 
and  whose  passengers,  it  is  reported,  are  being  held  in 
German  occupied  territory,  were  four  from  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  fellowship.  Four  nurses,  Miss  Mary 
Alice  Engel,  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  Miss  Sylvia  Oiness,  and 
Mrs.  Merle  Schwartz  were  registered  nurses  on  their 
way  to  render  services  of  mercy  in  most  needy  places 
of  Africa.  Dr.  Merle  Schwartz,  Mennonite,  and  his  wife 
were  going  out  as  consecrated  missionaries  under  the 
Mennonite  Church. 

The  General  Mission  Board  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  the  parents  of  the  missionaries,  and  the  church 
as  a  whole  join  in  pleading  for  the  American  Press  and 
American  people  not  to  use  this  incident  as  propaganda 
to  move  our  country  any  closer  to  war.  The  missionar- 
ies themselves  went  out  knowing  fully  the  dangers  in- 
volved. They  were  willing  to  give  life  for  the  welfare 
of  humanity,  but  it  would  be  entirely  against  their  spirit 
and  devotion  and  the  cause  which  they  represent  if  this 
unfortunate  circumstance  should  be  used  in  any  way 
to  further  the  hate  and  tragedy  of  this  present  war.  We 
hope  and  pray  that  this  occurrence  may  serve  to  turn 
the  attention  of  American  people  toward  the  necessity 
for  peace  and  goodwill. 

The  following  statement  written  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  W.  Bowman,  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Merle  Schwartz, 
upon  first  hearing  the  news  of  the  disaster  when  it  was 
thought  that  the  lives  of  their  children  were  lost,  illus- 
trates the  spirit  of  both  parents,  missionaries,  and  the 
church:  "Inasmuch  as  our  children  have  embarked  on 
a  mission  of  peace  and  goodwill,  on  which,  however, 
they  have  met  with  disaster,  we  as  parents,  desire  that 
their  sacrifice  should  not  be  used  in  any  way  to  stir  up 
hatred  or  revenge.  We  disavow  any  attempt  to  use  this 
incident  as  a  cause  of  hostility,  which  we  feel  would 
betray  the  very  purpose  to  which  their  lives  were  given. 
It  is  our  hope  that  this,  our  loss,  may  become  a  gain  for 
peace  and  goodwill." 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Moderator  of  Annual  Con- 
ference, Church  of  the  Brethren 
Charles  D.  Bonsack,  Secretary,  General  Mission 
Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren 


From  My  Scrapbook 

SELECTED   BY   MARTHA  CLICK   SENGER 

A  small  circle  is  as  perfect  as  a  large  one,  and  a  man 
of  small  ability  may  be  as  perfectly  endowed  as  a  man 
of  great  ability. 

Some  people  are  overcome  by  the  summits  of  life, 
while  to  some  they  are  a  challenge. 

Holiness  is  not  the  way  to  Christ,  but  Christ  the  way 
to  holiness. 

Glendale,  Calif. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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Memorial  Day . . . 

BY    C.    A.    BARNHART 

It  was  late  in  May,  the  day  before  Memorial  Day, 
that  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  me.  He  said, 
"Go  make  for  me  a  floral  wreath — a  spray — no,  make 
it  a  blanket;  for  tomorrow  I  will  decorate  the  grave  of 
the  one  whom  the  Lord  deems  most  worthy  to  be  re- 
membered." 

He  continued  by  saying: 

"But  to  make  this  floral  decoration,  collect  not  flowers 
from  formal  gardens,  or  pampered  blooms  from  rich 
conservatories,  or  giant  blossoms  of  the  florist's  art;  but 
collect  for  me  the  wild,  neglected  flowers  from  hedges 
and  fence  rows;  from  beside  the  brooks  and  in  the 
fields.  Gather  them  from  the  moors  and  the  heathered 
wastes.  Gather  wild  roses  from  the  hills,  daisies  from 
sunny  slopes,  violets  and  buttercups  from  the  meadows. 
Search  in  the  thicket  and  woodlands  for  the  trillium  and 
the  anemone.  Pluck  bits  of  woodbine  from  beside  the  cot- 
tage door,  and  trailing  arbutus  from  sandy  waste  lands. 
Weave  them  into  one  thick  blanket.  And  in  the  pat- 
tern, with  rosemary  and  forget-me-nots,  trace  out  these 
words,  Here  Lies  My  Own  Beloved.  Then  line  it  with 
moss  and  bind  its  edges  with  myrtle  and  ivy,  and  to- 
morrow  bring   the   piece   to   me." 

All  day  I  worked  and  toiled  over  hills  and  vales.  I 
gathered  spring  beauties,  anemones  and  columbines.  In 
a  deep  canyon  on  a  mountain  side  I  gathered  rhodo- 
dendrons and  laurel;  and  by  a  waterfall  I  collected 
great  mats  of  moss.  All  day  long  I  gathered  and  wove 
and  fashioned,  and  at  dusk  I  spread  the  blanket  under 
the  stars.  The  dew  fell  upon  it  and  watered  it;  and 
the  night  winds  kissed  each  tender  blushing  petal. 

When  Memorial  Day  dawned  I  took  the  blanket  to 
the  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  he  said,  "You  have  done 
well.  Now  bring  it  and  follow  me."  And  together  we 
followed  the  winding  road  that  leads  to  Graceland — 
that  jeweled,  cone-shaped  mount,  the  great  city  of  the 
dead. 

We  entered  the  arched  gate;  and,  turning  to  the  right, 
we  followed  the  terraced,  spiral  walk  that  leads  around 
and  around  from  the  base  to  the  crest.  We  passed  ten 
thousand  tombstones,  giant  pillars  and  glazed  scrolls, 
gray  and  white  marble  carved  in  the  images  of  lambs, 
doves  and  crucifixes;  simple  marble  slabs,  moss-covered 
and  weathered  with  age  until  the  inscriptions  were 
illegible;  giant  sarcophagi  and  mausoleums;  metal  urns 
gorgeous  wth  dracenas,  blooming  flowers  and  hanging 
vines. 

We  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill;  and  here  we 
found  a  great  shaft  of  polished  granite,  a  giant  obelisk. 
It  stood  alone  in  a  spacious  lawn,  twelve  lots — nay, 
twenty  lots  in  one.  It  was  a  grand  memorial,  majestic 
and  imposing. 

"Shall  I  place  it  here,  my  Lord?"  I  asked. 

"Nay!"  he  replied, 

"He  was  a  man  of  honor,  to  be  sure — 
There   are   many   such! 
He  made  great  gifts  to  charity, 
But  he  kept  too  much." 

He  turned  and  walked  away.  I  followed,  bearing  the 
blanket.  We  descended  the  gravel  roadway  that  leads 


down  the  hill  opposite  the  gate.  It  was  down,  down 
below  the  zone  of  perpetual  care.  It  was  the  drive  that 
leads  to  the  dump  where  the  sexton  hauls  broken  vases, 
withered  wreaths,  and  clippings  from  the  mowing. 
And  over  in  the  corner  was  the  pit  where  earth  was 
dug  to  fill  in  sunken  graves.  It  was  a  forlorn  spectacle 
— a  desolate  waste. 

Presently  the  angel  said,  "Stop."  I  stopped  and 
turned,  and  beside  the  drive  was  the  potter's  field.  Here, 
huddled  together,  were  a  score  or  more  of  poor  neglect- 
ed mounds,  with  staggering  wooden  slabs  for  head- 
stones, weathered  and  falling  into  decay. 

The  angel  bowed  his  head, 
And  from  his  eye  he  dashed  a   tear; 
And,  pointing  with  his  hand,  he  said: 
"Spread  out  the  blanket  here." 

I  could  not  read  the  name.  The  wooden  slab  had 
fallen,  and  the  inscription  had  weathered  away.  I 
tried  to  spread  the  blanket.  I  said  to  the  angel:  "There 
is  so  little  room.  The  mounds  are  crowded  so." 


The  Christian's  Paradox 

BY  DESSA  A.   KREPS 

I  am  so  glad  my  lines  are  cast  where  freedom's 

found; 
And  yet,   so   sad   for  those  who   live  where  wars 

abound. 

I  am  so  glad  for  food,  for  warmth,  no  fear  of  foe; 
But  really  sad  for  those  in  want,  distress  and  woe. 

I   am   so   glad  for  health   and   strength   and  body 

sound; 
And  yet,  so  sad  for  all  by  pain  and  weakness  bound. 

I  am  so  glad  my  parents  knew  and  loved  the  Lord 
And  taught  me,  too,  to  follow  Christ  and  heed  his 
Word. 

I'm  glad — yet  sad  for  those  bereft  of  such  a  prize — 
Who  never  knew,  who  know  not  now  where  safety 
lies. 

I  am  so  glad  I  have  enough,  and  some  to  spare 
To  help  another  not  so  blest,  his  burdens  bear. 

I  am  so  glad  Christ  came  to  die  and  rose  again. 
But  yet,  so  sad,  so  little  faith  is  found  with  men. 

This  is  the  Christian's  paradox:    to  weep  while  sin 
Is    rampant;    yet    find   peace,    so    strangely    sweet, 
within. 


La  Verne,  Calif. 
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He  said:  "It  matters  not!  The  blanket  is  big  enough 
for  all,  for  she  would  have  it  so.  Of  all  who  slumber 
here  she  is  most  worthy  to  be  remembered.  She  gave 
all  she  had  for  others — all  else  except  a  bit  of  clay,  and 
she  gave  that  to  me." 

I  spread  the  blanket  upon  the  poor  neglected  mound, 
and  it  seemed  to  grow  in  my  hands  until  it  covered 
the  whole  potter's  field.  I  turned  to  express  my  surprise 
to  the  angel,  but  he  had  vanished. 

Then  I  remembered  these  words  by  Bryant: 

All  that  tread  the  globe  are  but  a  handfull  to  the 

Tribes  that  slumber  in  its  bosom.     The  hills, 

Rock-ribbed,  and  ancient   as  the  sun;    the  vales 

Stretching   in   pensive   quietness  between; 

The  venerable  woods;  rivers  that  move 

In  majesty,  and  complaining  brooks, 

That  make  the  meadows  green;  and  poured  round  all 

Old  ocean's  gray  and  melancholy  waste — 

Are  but  the  solemn  decorations  all 

Of  the  great  tomb  of  man." 

Then  I  knew  why  God  in  his  loving  kindness  had 
planted  the  wild  flowers  where  I  had  found  them. 
Not  a  sparrow  falleth  to  the  ground  without  his  knowl- 
edge; and  he  knows  the  resting  place  of  each  one  of 
the  children  of  men;  and  days  when  wild  flowers  bloom 
are  God's  Memorial  Days. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Growth  of  Women's  Work  in  the 
Church   of   the   Brethren 

BY  MRS.  A.  J.   CIRACOFE 

God  said,  "It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone."  So  he 
made  for  man  a  helpmeet.  Since  that  time  woman  has 
been  a  helpmate  in  the  home;  later  in  the  church  and 
throughout  the  world.  It  seems  that  God  has  endowed 
her  with  the  spirit  of  helpfulness.  He  has  placed  with- 
in her  the  love  for  children  and  a  sympathetic  interest 
and  concern  for  all  humanity.  He  has  given  her  the  de- 
sire to  reach  out  of  her  home  to  the  homes  of  the  poor 
and  needy.  One  woman  can  do  much  to  relieve  these 
conditions,  but  when  the  women  of  the  church  are 
banded  together  the  good  that  they  can  do  is  multiplied. 

Even  before  an  organization  was  permitted  among 
our  women  they  worked  together.  This  letter  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Primitive  Christian,  from  Harleysville, 
Pa.,  in  1876.  "As  I  am  much  interested  in  the  Danish 
mission,  I  hold  forth  the  necessity  of  contributing  to  it, 
upon  which  the  following  young  sisters  (mostly  sewing 
girls)  resolved  to  contribute  all  that  they  could  earn  by 
one  week's  sewing;  but  while  the  price  of  sewing  varies, 
the  result  of  their  labor  (although  equally  industrious)  is 
also  very  different."  Following  were  the  names  of  six 
girls  and  the  amounts  they  were  contributing  for  mis- 
sions.   The  total  amount  was  $10.75. 

A  few  years  later  the  Gospel  Messenger  published  the 
appeal  of  Sister  Ella  Snavely,  asking  that  each  sister 
send  a  missionary  contribution  to  Annual  Conference. 
Many  prayers  and  appeals  of  the  sisters  had  been  un- 
heeded but  this  one  resulted  in  publicity.  One  day 
during  Conference  a  meeting  was  held.  At  this  time  the 
letters  containing  the  money  were  opened.  Then  an 
offering  was  taken.  The  immediate  results  of  this  ap- 
peal amounted  to  $284.    More  was  sent  in  later. 

So  the  women  of  the  church  were  working  in  their 
quiet  way.    The  sentiment  for  organizing  their  work  in 


the  name  of  the  local  church  kept  growing  until  in  July 
1885,  fifty-six  years  ago,  the  first  little  group  of  women 
was  organized.  This  was  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  under  the 
leadership  of  Eliza  Freet.  In  September  of  the  same 
year,  a  second  aid  society  was  organized,  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  in  the  home  of  Sister  H.  B.  Brumbaugh. 

During  the  next  few  years  aid  societies  were  or- 
ganized in  many  other  parts  of  the  brotherhood.  But 
there  were  discouragements  on  every  side  and  the  work 
seemed  to  move  slowly.  Yet  in  spite  of  difficulties  and 
hardships  the  women  kept  on  working  and  praying  that 
their  work  might  be  worth  while.  "The  needle  seemed 
to  be  their  natural  ally."  They  made  many  garments 
for  the  poor.  They  also  made  many  articles  for  sale, 
so  that  they  could  buy  groceries  for  the  needy  and  send 
donations  for  missions. 

In  1909,  when  Annual  Conference  met  in  Harrison- 
burg, Va.,  the  first  general  aid  society  meeting  was  held, 
with  Sister  W.  D.  Keller  presiding.  Sister  Elizabeth 
Howe  Brubaker  was  elected  president  for  one  year. 
Since  this  time  the  women  have  met  each  year  at  Con- 
ference. The  next  year,  in  1910,  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion was  effected;  a  constitution  was  adopted  and  the 
keeping  of  records  was  begun. 

In  1915  the  general  aid  society  decided  to  sponsor 
some  special  project  under  the  direction  of  the  General 
Mission  Board  for  one  year  or  for  a  period  of  years.  So 
in  1915  the  building  of  the  Mary  Quinter  Hospital  in  In- 
dia was  the  three-year  project  undertaken. 

The  women  of  the  church  were  learning  about  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  women  and  girls  in  the 
heathen  lands  where  the  God  of  love  is  little  known. 
They  knew  that  in  these  lands  the  women  had  very  lit- 
tle consideration  and  heavy  burdens  to  bear,  that  they 
are  considered  as  the  property  of  men.  It  is  thought 
they  are  so  far  inferior  to  man  that  they  cannot  learn 
nor  be  educated.  An  old  chief  asked  of  a  missionary: 
"Will  there  be  any  women  in  heaven?"  "Why  ask  a 
question  like  that?"  said  the  missionary.  "Well,  if  there 
are  no  gardens  to  tend,  no  flour  to  pound,  no  food  to 
cook,  no  work  to  do,  why  should  we  have  women  there?" 
In  Jewish  history  we  read  that  the  pious  Pharisee 
thanked  God  every  day  that  he  was  not  born  a  woman, 
a  leper,  nor  a  gentile.  Thus  one  can  understand  why 
the  sympathy  and  helping  hand  of  Christian  women 
were  extended  across  the  sea  to  help  our  sisters  in 
heathen  lands. 

The  projects  continued  as  follows:  1918,  hospital  at 
Ping  Ting,  China,  and  Girls'  Boarding  School,  India,  for 
three  years;  1921,  Greene  County,  Virginia,  Industrial 
School  for  three  years;  1924,  Ruth  Royer  Kulp  Memorial 
Hospital,  Africa,  for  two  years;  1926,  addition  and 
equipment  to  India  hospital  for  three  years.  In  1930 
the  support  of  the  girls'  schools  in  India,  China  and 
Africa  was  begun,  and  has  continued  until  the  present 
time.  At  Conference  this  year  the  project  was  enlarged 
to  include  giving  to  the  women  who  are  working  in 
close  touch  with  the  girls'  schools;  also  to  the  peace 
and  temperance  interests  of  the  church  and  to  the  office 
and  secretarial  work  of  the  women's  work  national  of- 
fice. 

This  statement  I  copied  from  a  leaflet:  "The  project 
money  is  placed  into  the  lives  of  girls  and  women.  It 
becomes  transmuted  gold,  for  it  is  the  means  of  trans- 
forming lives  and  making  them  over  into  the  image  of 
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Departed  Joys 

BY  MRS.  D.  G.  CLICK 

Oh,  joys  that  are  gone, 

Will  you  ever  return 

To  gladden  our  hearts  as  of  yore? 

Will  we  find  you  awaiting  us 

Some  happy  morn 

When  we  drift  to  eternity's  shore? 

Will  dear  eyes  meet  our  own 

As  in  the  days  that  are  past? 

Will  we  thrill  at  the  touch  of  a  hand? 

Oh,  joys  that  are  gone, 

We  will  find  you  at  last 

On  the  shores  of  that  wonderful  land. 


Bridgewater,  Va. 


Christ.  When  through  the  project  an  illiterate,  under- 
privileged girl  is  given  the  chance  to  become  a  beauti- 
ful, intelligent,  Christian  woman,  the  women  of  the 
church  know  that  they  have  been  sharing  Jesus  Christ 
with  a  soul  who  otherwise  might  not  have  known  him." 

When  Theodore  Roosevelt  went  on  a  hunting  trip  to 
Africa  he  visited  the  Christian  mission.  He  said,  "I 
want  to  know  if  it  is  worth  while  to  spend  money  on 
missions.  I  want  to  see  your  product.  I  want  to  know 
if  there  is  any  change  in  the  African  after  the  mission- 
aries have  worked  with  him."  He  was  taken  to  the 
homes  of  the  native  Christians.  He  sat  in  their  homes. 
He  talked  with  them.  When  he  returned,  he  said,  "I 
have  seen  your  product.  I  am  satisfied.  What  a  differ- 
ence in  the  African  after  Christ  has  come  into  his  life!" 

In  1930,  it  was  decided  to  enlarge  the  work  of  the 
women  and  change  the  name  from  aid  society  (which 
included  only  a  few  of  the  women)  to  women's  work 
(which  includes  every  woman  of  the  church). 

So  today  we  have  not  only  the  aid  work,  which  is 
helping  the  needy,  remembering  the  sick  and  shut-ins, 
and  making  minor  improvements  in  the  local  church; 
but  we  have  home  enrichment,  or  a  mother  and  daugh- 
ter department,  which  requires  a  director  to  encourage 
and  work  towards  better  homes  in  her  church  and  com- 
munity. 

We  also  have  missions  as  another  phase  of  our  work. 
This  department  requires  a  director  to  study  and  devise 
ways  by  which  we  may  become  better  acquainted  with 
our  mission  work  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Then  we  have  as  another  phase  of  work  peace  and 
temperance,  which  also  calls  for  a  director.  In  a  critical 
day  like  this,  who  is  not  concerned  about  peace  among 
the  people  of  our  country  as  well  as  of  other  nations? 
Temperance  is  also  a  large  field  for  service.  Much  ma- 
terial suitable  for  programs  and  study  groups  can  be 
secured  from  the  Gospel  Messenger,  and  through  Miss 
Anetta  Mow,  Elgin,  111. 

Our  women  have  not  all  organized  along  all  these  dif- 
ferent lines  of  work,  but  there  are  more  lining  up  as 
they  see  and  feel  the  need  for  acting  promptly  and 
courageously.  This  should  be  considered  not  only  as 
a  duty,  but  as  an  opportunity  for  greater  service  for  the 
Christ. 

As  you  can  see,  our  sisters  have  worked  courageously 
and  hard  in  the  past.  They  have  builded  a  good  and 
firm  foundation  through  faith,  prayer,  love  and  work. 
Are  we,  the  women  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to- 


day, going  to  let  the  work  lag?  Or  will  we  continue  to 
be  helpmates,  and  press  on  towards  the  standard  our 
sisters  have  set  up  for  us? 

"Be  strong! 
We  are  not  here  to  play — to  dream,  to  drift. 
We  have  hard  work  to  do  and  loads  to  lift. 
Shun  not  the  struggle — face  it;  'tis  God's  gift!" 
Vienna,  Va. 


When  "Little  Ones"  Lead 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

A  very  prosperous  farmer,  living  on  a  neighboring 
farm,  had  been  seriously  considering  the  matter  of  his 
soul's  salvation.  But  he  did  not  make  the  decision.  His 
chief  difficulty  seemed  to  be  the  idea  of  trusting  God 
to  order  all  his  ways.  Secretly,  he  longed  for  some 
"sign,"  some  proof  perhaps,  which  would  strengthen 
his  faith. 

And  then,  late  one  hot  July  afternoon,  he  was  hurry- 
ing toward  a  distant  pasture  field  to  drive  home  his 
cattle  before  the  brewing  thunderstorm  should  break. 
The  wind  swept  through  the  trees  overhead,  lightning 
flashed  through  the  gathering  gloom,  and  thunder 
rolled   ominously. 

He  quickened  his  pace.  Then  glancing  back  toward 
home,  he  became  aware  of  some  small  object  in  the 
path.  It  was  his  tiny  four-year-old  daughter,  who  was 
following  him  as  rapidly  as  her  little  legs  could  run. 
The  father,  alarmed  lest  the  storm  should  break  upon 
them  before  they  could  reach  home,  tried  to  remain 
outwardly  calm  as  he  said — 

"Where  are  you  going,  Mary?" 

"Doin'  wif  you,  daddy,"  was  the  answer. 

"And  where  am  J  going,  little  one?" 

"I  don't  know!" 

Then,  more  distinct  than  the  noise  of  the  coming 
storm,  there  came  to  the  father's  heart  the  question, 
"Though  the  way  seems  dark,  and  often  you  are  in 
doubt  and  trouble,  knowing  not  which  way  to  turn, 
can't  you  trust  your  God  as  your  little  child  trusts  you?" 

The  gentleman  who  related  this  story  added:  "God 
spoke  to  the  man's  heart  through  the  act  and  words  of 
his  child,  and  he  gave  his  heart  to  Christ.  But  the  re- 
membrance of  the  story  was  brought  back  to  me  by  a 
curious  coincidence.  I  was  riding  on  a  train  some  time 
ago.  Seated,  alone,  in  the  seat  just  in  front  of  me  was 
a  small  boy.  Being  fond  of  children,  I  leaned  forward 
and  began  a  conversation  with  him — I  judge  he  was 
about  five  years  of  age. 

"  'Well,  my  little  man,  aren't  you  afraid  to  be  riding 
all  alone  on  this  big  train?' 

"His  eyes  went  wide  at  my  folly  and  his  lips  bubbled 
with  laughter. 

"  'Oh,  mister,'  he  fairly  squealed,  'there  can't  nothing 
hurt  me  on  this  train.  My  daddy's  the  conductor.'  " 

Are  we  not  inclined  to  forget,  in  these  troublous 
times,  that  our  heavenly  Parent  is  conducting  this  old 
world  through  the  universe?  How  glad  we  may  be  that  it 
is  he  who  will  guide  us  in  grief,  in  sickness,  in  health,  in 
joy  or  sorrow — even  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow! 

Our  children's  faith  holds  a  great  and  needed  lesson 
for  us.  We  can,  if  we  will,  have  a  like  faith  in  our 
heavenly  Father's  goodness  and  wisdom,  no  matter 
what  the  circumstances. 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 


16 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  31,  1941 


.  •  •  Kinacom  (jleaninGt 


Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  1 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Broadening  Christian  Horizons: 
The  Antioch  Movement.— Acts  11:19-30.  Golden  Text, 
"For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel:  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believ- 
eth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Greek"  (Rom.  1:16). 

Christian  Workers,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life. 

B,  Y.  P.  D„  What  Does  It  Mean  to  Be  a  Friend? 

Intermediates,  The  Long  Summer  Days. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Denver  church,  Colo. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Palmyra  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  La  Verne  church,  Calif. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Huntington  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Lake  Ridge  church,  N.  Y. 

Nine  baptized  at  San  Mar,  Md.,  Bro.  Rowland  Reich- 
ard,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Troutville  church,  Va.,  E.  C. 
Woodie,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  As- 
toria church,  111. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the 
Anderson  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  First  church, 
York,  Pa.,  Bro.  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  pastor-evangelist. 

Six  baptized,  one  awaiting  baptism  and  two  previous- 
ly baptized  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Tenn.,  Frank  W. 
Isenberg,  pastor. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the 
Polo  church,  111.,  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman,  evangelist;  Bro.  H. 
Jesse  Baker,  pastor. 

Five  baptized,  one  received  through  confession  and 
former  baptism  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Green 
Tree  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  David  K.  Hanawalt,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Richland  Valley  church,  Wash., 
Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist;  Bro.  Ezra  L.  Whisler, 
elder.     Five  others  baptized  outside  the  meetings. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the 
Oakton  church,  Fairfax  congregation,  Va.,  Bro.  Ralph 
Shober  of  Frederick,  Md.,  evangelist;  Bro.  A.  J.  Cari- 
cofe,  pastor. 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you   pray   for  the   success   of   these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  Rollins,  June  9  in  the  New  Hope 
church,  Ind. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  May  25,  in  the 
Hamilton  church,  Ohio. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Baldwin  of  Chicago,  111.,  May 
27,  in  the  Elmdale  church,  Mich. 

Bro.  Otho  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  in  the 
Marble  Furnace  church,  Ohio,  Aug.  3-17. 


Bro.  Linford  Rotenberger  of  Quakertown,  Pa.,  June 
15-29,  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Bro.  Walter  Thomas  of  Westminster,  Md.,  in  the  Lo- 
cust Grove  church,  Md.,  the  first  two  weeks  in  August. 
•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Baxter  M.  Mow  will  represent  the  First  District 
of  India  on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Committee. 

Bro.  Walter  E.  Hawke,  pastor  of  the  Hamilton  church 
of  Southern  Ohio,  is  removing  from  New  Carlisle  to 
Hamilton,  715  Cleveland  Ave. 

Northwestern  Ohio  will  have  Eld.  Clarence  R.  Bow- 
man on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Committee  in  the  place 
of  Eld.  J.  J.  Anglemeyer,  who  will  not  be  able  to  at- 
tend. 

Sister  Nettie  Senger  looks  well  and  strong  and  would 
like  to  go  back  to  China.  She  reports  a  very  enthusi- 
astic reception  in  her  visit  among  the  churches  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Alabama. 

You  are  invited  to  rejoice  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Samuel  Pence  of  Mount  Crawford,  Va.,  in  recent  cele- 
bration of  their  golden  wedding,  all  the  more  significant 
in  that  it  follows  about  forty  years  of  faithful  service  in 
the  ministry. 

The  memory  of  Bro.  Ezra  Flory's  active  life,  making 
speeches  on  religious  education,  telling  stories  to  the 
boys  and  girls  who  crowded  around  him  so  eagerly,  is 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  thousands.  All  this  is  vividly 
recalled  as  Sister  Flory  visits  the  Publishing  House  and 
Elgin  friends. 

Bro.  Gorman  A.  Zook  is  leaving  the  pastorate  of  the 
Cedar  Lake  church  of  Northern  Indiana  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  Osage  church  of  Southeastern  Kansas  and 
executive  secretary  of  that  district.  His  address  will  be 
changed  accordingly,  after  June  10,  from  Lagrange,  Ind., 
to  McCune,  Kans. 

Y.  P.  Director  Raymond  R.  Peters  is  the  new  presi- 
dent of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.  He  is  taking  this  new  responsibility  serious- 
ly, as  he  does  all  others,  and  will  welcome  your  sugges- 
tions. How  do  you  think  the  alumni  can  help  to  make 
the  seminary  of  the  church  most  useful?  Write  him  at 
22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Bro.  Byron  M.  Flory,  who  spent  fifteen  years  on  the 
China  mission  field  and  recently  served  two  churches  in 
Eastern  Virginia,  has  time  for  some  evangelistic  work 
this  summer.  Or  he  will  accept  a  summer  pastorate  if 
light  housekeeping  quarters  are  available  for  his  family. 
He  might  even  be  persuaded  to  take  a  regular  rural  pas- 
torate again.     His  address  is  Staunton,  Va.,  R.  3. 

Last  week's  visitors  included  four  from  Western  Penn- 
sylvania: E.  L.  Miller,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Miller,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Shoff,  Mrs.  Earl  C.  Miller;  three  from  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania: Mrs.  Aaron  Sollenberger,  Mildred  Sollenberger 
and  Marjorie  Sollenberger;  six  from  Northern  Illinois: 
Paul  Miller,  Robert  Reiff,  Clinton  Stauffer,  Gertrude 
Stauffer,  Faye  Stauffer,  Mrs.  Omer  B.  Maphis.  Every- 
one of  them  was  welcome  and  so  were  any  others  who 
may  have  escaped  editorial  attention. 
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Mrs.  Mary  E.  Stover  appreciates  the  response  to  her 
request  for  copies  of  India  a  Problem,  of  which  she  now 
has  all  the  copies  she  needs. 

Bro.  J.  Walter  Thomas.  Westminster,  Md.,  R.  7,  al- 
ready dated  for  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Locust 
Grove  church,  Aug.  3,  is  available  for  other  engage- 
ments in  the  fall  and  winter  months. 

Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming,  B.  C.  E.  general  secretary,  ac- 
companied by  his  family  will  spend  next  week  end  en- 
joying the  events  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
University  of  Kansas.  A  feature  of  special  interest  to 
him  will  be  his  part  in  the  commencement  exercises, 
June  9,  at  which  he  will  receive  his  doctor's  degree. 

Brother  and  Sister  F.  H.  Crumpacker  were  guests  of 
honor  on  May  10  at  a  surprise  gathering  of  former  Mc- 
Pherson  College  classmates  at  the  home  of  Prof,  and 
Mrs.  B.  S.  Haugh  in  La  Verne,  Calif.  In  the  group  were 
eleven  China  missionaries,  including  five  recently  re- 
turned and  six  who  had  served  in  earlier  years.  They 
"had  a  wonderful  evening.  Many  had  not  met  for  thir- 
ty years  who  enjoyed  the  fellowship  together." 

Bro.  H.  L.  Young,  for  thirty-six  years  with  the  Breth- 
ren Publishing  House  and  foreman  of  the  bindery  de- 
partment for  the  last  twenty,  will  appreciate  your  sym- 
pathetic interest.  His  faithful  wife,  a  woman  of  rare 
personal  charm  and  loveliness,  gave  up  the  long  strug- 
gle and  peacefully  fell  asleep  at  midday,  May  21.  Her 
mortal  remains  were  laid  to  rest  on  Friday  afternoon, 
following  appropriate  services  by  Chas.  D.  Bonsack  and 
J.  E.  Miller. 

Pastor  Cleo  C.  Beery  of  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  wishes  some 
of  our  people  driving  through  to  the  La  Verne  Confer- 
ence would  stop  with  them  over  Sunday,  June  15.  Their 
isolated  church  needs  the  contact  with  others  of  like 
precious  faith.  If  you  could  pick  up  the  Beery's  and 
take  them  along  that  might  be  advantageous  to  both 
parties  in  more  than  one  way.  Sister  Beery  is  the  old- 
est daughter  of  our  lamented  Wilbur  Stover  and  hopes 
to  see  her  mother  in  California  whose  health  is  none  too 
good.  They  live  at  713  W.  Fourth  Street. 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Buffalo  church  of  Middle  Indiana,  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt, 
pastor,  made  their  Messenger  club  more  than  a  hundred 
per  cent,  which  means  that  in  addition  to  all  the  mem- 
ber families  a  number  of  friends  outside  the  church 
subscribed.  Bro.  John  Marion  of  Monon,  Ind.,  is  the 
enterprising  agent. 

To  all  descendants  of  Joseph  Flory  and  Elizabeth 
Beeghly,  pioneer  settlers  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio:  The 
compiler  of  a  genealogy  of  the  Beeghly  family  is  seek- 
ing all  possible  information  on  this  subject.  Can  you 
help  him?  Address  all  communications  to  Wilbert  G. 
Beeghly,  P.  O.  Box  146,  Listie,  Pa. 

The  McPherson  church  of  Southwestern  Kansas  will 
have  a  special  service  Sunday  evening,  June  1,  includ- 
ing an  organ  recital,  thus  dedicating  the  recently  in- 
stalled two  manual  Reuter  pipe  organ.  This  will  be 
presented  as  a  part  of  the  commencement  activities  of 
McPherson  College. 

We  have  written  to  ministers  in  charge  of  churches 
for  names  and  classifications  by  local  draft  boards  as 
follows:  (1)  those  who  have  accepted  complete  military 
service,  I-A  (give  camp  addresses  if  called  to  camp);  (2) 
those  who  have  accepted  noncombatant  service  within 
the   military,   I-AO   (give   camp   addresses   if   called   to 


camp);  (3)  those  who  have  been  classified  in  IV-E  to  be 
assigned  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  (give  camp 
addresses  if  called  to  camp);  and  (4)  those  who  have 
been  deferred  (give  reasons  for  deferment).  In  order 
that  we  might  have  an  accurate  checking  we  would  ap- 
preciate having  individuals  or  families  inform  us  as  to 
the  location  of  men  in  camps  and  their  complete  ad- 
dresses so  that  we  might  give  spiritual  counsel  to  every- 
one who  is  a  member  of  our  church  fellowship.  This 
information  as  requested  will  help  us  check  against  the 
list  sent  in  from  the  ministers  to  make  sure  that  we 
have  every  one  who  has  been  called  into  service.  Spe- 
cial visitation  is  being  provided  by  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence Committee. — M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman,  Advisory 
Committee  for  Conscientious  Objectors. 

Camp  Lagro  opened  on  May  22  as  per  schedule  with 
John  M.  Lantis  of  Milltown,  Ind.,  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  as  the  first  enrollee.  Next 
week's  Messenger  will  contain  pictures  and  a  writeup  of 
this  significant  event  in  our  church  history. 

Concerning  the  opening  of  Camp  Lagro  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man, Brethren  Director  of  Civilian  Public  Service, 
stated  in  part:  "We  are  today  inducting  into  camp  the 
first  detachment  of  men  assigned  us  by  the  government 
as  having  been  adjudged  sincere  by  Selective  Service  in 
their  objection  to  military  training  and  service.  Their 
presence  at  the  camp  is  a  testimony  to  their  conviction 
and  honesty,  and  to  the  integrity  of  our  government 
and  its  ability  to  deal  with  individuals  and  minorities  in 
the  true  spirit  of  democracy.  We  know  the  history  and 
background  of  these  men.  They  are  genuine  American 
citizens.  They  are  devoted  to  their  country.  They  and 
their  fathers  before  them  have  for  nearly  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  rejected  military  service  on  the  ground 
that  the  taking  of  human  life  is  wrong  and  war  in  the 
end  is  futile,  as  a  means  of  adjusting  national  and  in- 
ternational issues.  These  men  are  in  service  to  toil  for 
twelve  months  without  compensation  as  a  demonstra- 
tion of  a  way  of  life — a  way  of  love,  and  sacrificial  serv- 
ice— which  they  believe  to  be  the  only  certain  way  out 
of  the  morass  of  hate  and  bitterness  into  which  man- 
kind has  fallen.  This,  too,  is  a  program  of  national  de- 
fense— a  defense  of  those  values  which  have  made  de- 
mocracy priceless  to  millions  of  freedom  loving  peoples. 
These  young  men  want  to  defend  and  preserve  those 
values  without  having  to  take  the  lives  of  their  fellow 


With  Our  Schools 
Manchester  College 

The  52nd  year  of  Manchester  College  will  close  with 
the  commencement  exercises  June  2  at  9  A.  M.  Dr.  A. 
J.  Brumbaugh,  dean  of  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
formerly  president  of  Mount  Morris  College,  will  give 
the  class  address.  146  seniors  will  complete  the  four- 
year  course  and  receive  degrees.  The  baccalaureate 
sermon  will  be  on  Sunday,  June  1,  at  3  P.  M.,  by  Presi- 
dent Otho  Winger. 

This  is  the  thirtieth  and  last  year  for  Otho  Winger  as 
president  of  Manchester  College.  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm, 
now  president  of  McPherson  College,  will  begin  his 
work  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

This  has  been  a  great  year  for  the  college.  The  at- 
tendance at  all  times  has  been  well  above  the  six  hun- 
dred mark.  Manchester  has  achieved  a  good  record 
this  year  not  only  in  classwork  but  in  athletic,  debating 
and  oratorical  contests  with  other  colleges. 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 


•  ••••••••••••••••••••• 

For  America  They  Have  Only 
Words  of  Gratitude  .  . . 


BY   MABEL  WINGER   MOOMAW 


(Written  while  enroute   to  India,   a   journey   that   took  two   and   one-half  months,  because  of  delays  in  Japan  and  in  several  ports.) 


We  were  standing  out  near  the  stern  of  the  ship  watch- 
ing the  gathering  clouds,  for  it  was  reported  that  we 
were  approaching  a  typhoon.  Near  by  stood  a  lady  of 
thirty-five  years  or  more.  I  had  seen  her  often  and 
wanted  to  know  just  who  she  was,  but  she  had  appeared 
rather  unapproachable.  This  time  she  smiled  and  re- 
marked about  the  beauty  of  a  storm  at  sea.  After  a  few 
comments  on  the  weather  she  said,  "I  presume  you  are 
an  American." 

"Yes,  I  am  an  American — and  may  I  ask  your  native 
land?" 

"I  am  Russian;  Harbin  has  been  my  home  for  years." 

I  confessed  that  I  did  not  know  just  where  Harbin 
was,  so  she  explained,  "It  is  just  across  in  Manchuria. 
It  is  an  international  settlement  built  up  largely  as  a 
place  of  refuge  for  thousands  of  my  people  after  the 
revolution." 

I  was  eager  to  know  more  about  her  and  I  was  hop- 
ing that  we  could  become  better  acquainted  in  spite  of 
her  professional  and  reserved  air.  She  volunteered  to 
comment,  "You  have  a  wonderful  country.  I  am  most 
grateful  for  the  privilege  of  being  in  America  for  three 
years.  I  would  like  to  have  continued  on,  but  I  must 
return  to  my  aged  mother.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
American  people  do  not  know  what  a  wonderful  country 
they  have — they  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  blessings 
that  are  theirs.  They  can  truly  sing  America  the  Beau- 
tiful." 

During  the  following  half  hour  we  sat  in  our  deck 
chairs  and  my  Russian  friend  told  me  more  of  her  life. 
Her  family  was  of  the  priest  class.  In  1917,  when  she 
was  quite  young,  she  saw  her  father  and  elder  brothers 
shot  because  of  some  trivial  charge  that  was  imposed 
upon  them.  She  and  her  mother  escaped  after  weeks 
of  hardship,  to  Harbin.  She  stopped  in  the  midst  of  her 
story.  "Why  should  I  be  telling  you  this?  You  are  an 
American  and  Americans  with  their  traditions  of  free- 
dom and  so  many  blessings  cannot  in  any  measure  un- 
derstand what  it  all  means."  Three  years  ago  she  went 
to  New  York  to  study  music  and  to  teach  part  time  for 
expenses.  "Now  I  am  returning  to  my  people.  Many 
love  music.  I  want  to  help  the  young  people.  They 
are  too  poor  to  pay,  but  they  must  have  music."  Our 
conversation  turned  to  world  events  and  as  we  parted 
she  said,  "We  are  grateful  for  your  country,  America." 

After  leaving  Kobe  some  of  our  ship  companions  were 
Jews.  The  mother  of  one  of  the  families  remained  in 
her  cabin  often.  She  complained  of  being  bothered  with 
seasickness.  One  afternoon  I  called  to  see  her  and  to 
say  that  I  wanted  to  have  my  afternoon  tea  with  her. 
She  seemed  pleased  at  my  attempt  to  become  acquaint- 


ed. Her  knowledge  of  English  was  limited  but  we  did 
not  find  much  of  an  obstacle.  It  was  not  long  until  I 
understood  that  her  illness  was  due  largely  to  a  de- 
pressed spirit  and  disappointment.  She  seemed  to  find 
relief  sharing  with  me  some  of  her  sad  experiences  dur- 
ing the  last  eighteen  months.  They  had  been  fortunate  to 
escape  from  their  native  land,  Poland,  just  as  it  was 
being  occupied  by  the  invaders.  "My  home  with  so 
many  lovely  rooms,  furnishings  all  so  ideal,  our  three 
big  merchant  shops — all  this  we  decided  to  leave  in  just 
a  few  minutes  after  we  had  to  believe  what  was  really 
happening."  They  spent  some  time  in  Lithuania  and 
then  went  to  Russia.  From  there  they  crossed  Siberia 
into  Japan.  They  felt  sure  that  they  could  go  to  the 
United  States  or  Canada,  but  repeated  attempts  to  get 
permission  to  enter  either  of  these  promised  lands  failed. 
They  were,  therefore,  beginning  their  pilgrimage  to  Pal- 
estine. Her  eyes  sparkled  in  spite  of  the  tears  as  she 
said,  "We  thank  God  for  America  and  her  kindness. 
In  Kobe  we  received  American  dollars  for  our  journey. 
In  Bombay  we  may  receive  more.  The  American  people 
are  very  kind  and  we  are  grateful  that  they  have 
shared  with  us  in  this  time  of  need."  It  was  from  a 
New  York  charity  fund  that  they  had  received  help. 
There  was  true  gratitude  in  their  hearts  for  America. 
Third  class  passengers  on  a  small  Japanese  ship  have 
few  accommodations  and  comforts,  but  it  is  amazing  to 
find  how  circumstances  force  some  of  the  best  of  folks 


The  Thoughts  I'm  Thinking 

BY  MARY  E.  STOVER 

.  I  wonder  and  I  wonder, 
In  the  quiet  of  the  night, 
If  all  the  thoughts  I'm  thinking 
Are  just  exactly  right. 

And  the  words  that  I  am  speaking, 
If  in  serious  mood  or  gay, 

Are  these  what  I  wish  remembered 
When  I'm  called  to  go  away? 

Then  the  little  deeds  I'm  doing — 
Meager  ones  they  are  at  best — 

Are  they  what  I'll  wish  they  had  been 
When  at  last  I  take  my  rest? 

So  I'm  thinking  and  I'm  wondering 

In  the  quiet  of  the  night, 
Of  thoughts  and  words  and  actions: 

Are  they  all  exactly  right? 

Tulare,  Calif. 
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to  travel  this  way.  We  were  glad  that  our  ship's  third 
class  passengers  were  given  reasonable  deck  privileges. 
One  young  student  traveling  third  introduced  himself  in 
a  rather  jovial  manner,  "Perhaps  you  have  heard  of 
'the  Bloody  Turk.'  Well,  I  am  one  of  them."  He  had 
spent  three  years  at  the  University  of  California  and 
now  was  returning  tq  his  home  town,  Istanbul.  "My 
country  needs  me,"  he  said.  "America  is  a  wonderful 
land  of  plenty  and  beauty.  We  are  grateful  for  her 
kindness  and  consideration  of  people  in  need  throughout 
this  old  world." 

Those  of  us  who  leave  our  native  land  and  loved  ones 
for  service  abroad  have  the  deepest  feeling  of  loyalty 
and  it  is  only  natural  that  we  should  be  touched  as  we 
hear  our  Russian,  Turkish  and  Jewish  friends  praying 
God's  blessing  upon  America.  We  know  that  many  of 
our  home  people  are  sacrificing  to  share  with  world- 
wide causes,  while  others  give  from  their  abundant  pos- 
sessions; but  withal  we  believe  that  our  home  people 
are  sharing  in  these  perilous  times  freely  because  of 
gratitude  for  the  blessings  they  have,  and  they  that  re- 
ceive thank  God  and  are  truly  grateful  too. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  May  31 — June  7 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

The  last  letter  which  comes  from  Baguio,  Philippine 
Islands,  tells  of  the  illness  of  little  Larry  Cunningham. 
He  was  then  in  a  Philippine  hospital.  Our  prayers  should 
be  in  behalf  of  this  little  lad. 

During  the  month  of  March,  eight  of  the  new  China 
missionaries  went  to  the  Philippine  Islands  to  attend 
the  language  school  at  Baguio.  On  April  7,  the  school 
began,  and  everyone  was  eager  to  take  up  his  intensive 
study  again. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  months  spent  in  Baguio  shall  be 
months  of  preparation  for  the  time  when  the  mission- 
aries may  return  to  their  work.  This  is  the  deepest 
desire  of  their  hearts. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 
Stories  of  great  human  interest  come  from  relief 
workers  in  France.  "Yvonne,  a  little  French  girl  of 
fifteen,  comes  from  Warsaw,  where  her  father  was  a 
director  in  a  bank.  She  lived  through  the  terrible  bom- 
bardments of  that  city,  where  she  stayed  for  days  in  a 
district  completely  destroyed,  without  water,  electricity 
or  heating,  before  leaving  the  country  with  her  elder 
sister.  The  two  young  girls  sought  refuge  with  an  aunt 
in  Lyon,  who  could  not  keep  them,  however,  since  her 
funds  did  not  permit.  The  elder  girl  looked  for  work, 
while  the  younger  came  to  Pringy  where  she  told  us 
with  a  happy  air  she  wanted  to  help  us  look  after  the 
younger  children.  The  experiences  she  has  gone  through 
have  done  nothing  to  unbalance  this  charming  young 
girl.  Sylvie,  her  little  comrade  from  Toulouse,  is  less 
brave.  She  is  mourning,  for  her  eldest  brother,  who 
supported  his  family,  did  not  return  from  the  front.  The 
family  received  a  little  letter  informing  them  of  his 
death.  Sylvie  is  homesick.  Her  parents  are  dead.  She 
lived  with  her  sister,  who  has  three  children  to  look 


after,  and  could  not  keep  her  long.  She  is  not  old 
enough,  and  has  not  the  physical  strength  to  work.  She 
feels  her  situation  with  all  the  vehemence  of  her  char- 
acter. Two  other  children,  Suzanne  and  Robert,  from 
Mulhouse,  lost  their  father  four  years  ago;  their  mother 
has  earned  a  living  by  selling  chocolate  in  the  streets. 
When  the  war  came  she  was  evacuated  from  Alsace,  and 
came  to  Messia-les-Chilly,  a  little  village  in  the  Jura 
where  she  lived  as  a  refugee.  And  there  are  the  three 
Goth  brothers,  the  twins,  Marcel  and  Robert,  and  little 
Emile.  Their  father,  an  agricultural  worker,  was  placed 
in  a  lunatic  asylum  some  months  ago.  His  madness  is 
said  to  have  been  brought  about  by  war.  On  the  faces 
of  the  three  boys  are  traces  of  misery  and  privation. 
And  the  two  little  blond  sisters  at  the  end  of  the  table? 
Renee  and  Michelle,  from  Lyon?  Will  they  ever  see 
their  father  again?  Since  June  (1940)  they  have  had 
no  news  of  him.  Perhaps  he  is  a  prisoner?  Or  killed? 
Questioned,  they  hang  their  heads  and  say  nothing." 

Ruth  von  Wild,  the  relief  worker  who  gives  these  in- 
teresting experiences,  concludes  by  saying:  "Our  first 
wish  is  to  strengthen  the  children  with  good  food  and 
plenty  of  open-air  exercise;  our  second,  to  get  them 
away  from  the  atmosphere  of  war  and  misery  into  which 
they  have  been  plunged;  to  have  them  live  in  happy 
surroundings,  under  conscientious  guidance  and  care, 
the  life  to  which  they  have  a  right.  We  want  to  make 
them  feel  a  true  affection — to  make  them  understand 
that  understanding  between  nations  is  a  real  and  pos- 
sible thing,  even  in  these  times  of  tribulations." 

Promised  Land  is  the  title  of  an  interesting  article 
concerning  European  refugees  coming  to  this  country. 
This  article  is  from  The  Evening  Bulletin  of  Philadel- 
phia for  April  12,  1941.    We  quote  a  part  of  this  article. 

"Hundreds  of  European  refugees,  victims  of  racial 
hatreds  and  political  animosity,  have  found  new  homes 
and  a  Promised  Land  in  southern  New  Jersey.  From 
Yugoslavia,  Poland,  Czecho-Slovakia,  The  Netherlands 
and  France — from  every  country  the  Swastika  has  in- 
vaded— they  have  come  to  start  life  over  again — as 
chicken  farmers.  Many  of  them  are  bankers.  Others 
were  manufacturers,  business  executives  and  craftsmen 
in  their  native  lands.  About  150  families  are  in  Cumber- 
land county  around  Vineland,  Millville,  Bridgeton  and 
Landis  township,  settled  on  farms  which  range  from  two 
to  ten  acres,  although  a  few  of  them  contain  40  acres  or 
more.  Francis  A.  Raymaley,  Cumberland  County  farm 
agent  at  Bridgeton,  has  become  their  general  adviser  on 
all  subjects  ranging  from  egg  production  to  law,  finance 
and  fertilizer.  He  is  enthusiastic  over  the  ambition  of 
these  'fortunate  unfortunates,'  as  one  of  the  newcomers 
termed  himself  and  his  fellows,  and  the  facility  with 
which  they  have  trimmed  the  square  pegs  of  their 
former  lives  to  fit  into  the  round  holes  of  a  business  to 
which  they  were  strangers.  The  stories  of  most  of  them 
have  a  familiar  ring.  Eric  Seiler,  who  owned  a  textile 
mill  employing  120  persons,  left  Prague,  Czecho-Slo- 
vakia, in  1938,  a  short  while  before  Hitler  and  his  legions 
moved  into  the  country.  Looking  younger  than  his  37 
years,  Eric  and  his  wife,  Kate,  landed  near  Millville 
about  a  year  ago.  He  bought  his  forty  acre  place  from 
a  retiring  farmer,  stocked  it  with  a  couple  thousand 
young  chicks,  repaired  the  house,  barn  and  out-buildings 
and  now,  with  one  helper,  operates  his  Dreamland  poul- 
try farm.  He  produces  about  1,400  eggs  a  day,  has  2,200 
laying  hens  and  2,800  chicks.  If  order  were  restored  to 
Europe  and  his  textile  mill  returned  to  him,  would  he 
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go  back?  'AH  that  is  past,'  says  Eric.  'I'm  young  and 
right  now  more  interested  in  whether  my  chickens  are 
healthy  than  in  whether  I'll  ever  get  anything  back  from 
my  homeland.  If  I  do,  it  will  be  turned  over  to  the  old 
ones,  those  past  the  age  where  they  can  start  life  anew. 
I'm  lucky.  People  born  here  don't  realize  how  much 
they  have  that  those  in  other  countries  can  never  have. 
I'm  looking  to  the  future;  the  past  is  gone.'  Eric  is  now 
trying  to  get  his  mother — from  whom  he  receives  letters 
'but  no  information' — into  this  country.  His  brother-in- 
law  is  in  Haifa,  Palestine." 

This  article  says  of  another  refugee:  "For  300  years 
Sali  Mayerfeld's  family  lived  in  the  same  house  in 
Crumstadt,  a  small  town  of  about  1,500  near  Frankfort, 
Germany.  He  operated  a  fertilizer,  grain  and  feed  busi- 
ness that  did  1,000,000  marks  a  year.  Today  on  his 
ten  acre  farm  in  Landis  township  he  sells  about  1,600 
eggs  a  day.  He  left  Germany  in  1938,  lived  at  Sag 
Harbor,  L.  I.,  for  a  while  and  then  came  to  New  Jersey. 
With  him  are  his  wife,  Helen;  three  sons,  and  Mrs. 
Mayerfeld's  parents. 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  April  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totalled  $7,500.33.  The  total  received  for 
the  year  beginning  March  1,  1941  was  $12,654.36,  detail 
as  follows: 

Receipts  for      Total  receipts 
April  since  3-1-41 

World  Wide  Missions   $  1,097.93  $    2,038.87 

Women's  Work  Project  141.44  951.43 

Home   Missions    36.00  71.00 

Foreign    Missions    324.42  473.04 

Junior  League  Project    15.85  55.01 


Intermediate   Project    3  00 

India  Mission    50.10  153]35 

India    Native    Worker    6.00  6  00 

India   Boarding   School    50.76  80  76 

India   Share  Plan    109.10  228.73 

India   Missionary   Supports    1,295.92  1,502  08 

India  Special  Projects   100. 00  100  00 

China   Mission    39. 00  124  28 

China  Native   Worker    3.71  3.71 

China  Boys'  School   5.00  5  00 

China   Share   Plan    31.25  121.25 

China  Missionary  Supports   ".        511.31  903.45 

South   China   Mission    11.52 

Sweden    Mission     15.00  32.50 

Denmark    Mission     7. 50 

Africa  Missionary   Supports    420.81  884.54 

Africa    Mission     169.81  252.31 

Africa  Share  Plan   56.27  112.52 

Africa    Leper    63.50  71.20 

Conference  Budget  Undesignated    1,098.75  2,389.98 

Conference   Budget  Designated  for: 

Board    of    Christian   Education    1,420.12  1,449.99 

General   Ministerial   Board    9.57  10.57 

General   Education   Board    61.72  61.72 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)           14.85  14.85 
Bethanv  Biblical  Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     75.00  104.00 

Conference  Budget   Share  Plan    11.25  33.50 

Youth   Serves   265.89  396.70 

$  7,500.33  $  12.654.36 

Non-Budget  items — 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    2,890.00  4,505.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    5,577.79  8,901.14 

China   War    Relief    293.63  655.93 

Civilian   Public   Service    5,608.88  11,273.63 

European    Relief    52.72  94.01 

Finnish   Relief    5.00  5.00 

General    Relief    633.99  955.23 

Michigan    Work    Camp    2.00  2.00 

Refugee    Fund     17.00  37.00 

$22,581.34                $  39,083.30 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 

Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  April  30, 

1941: 

Income  since  March  1,   1941    $  8,193.05 

Income   same   period    last   year    9,045.34 

Expense   since   March    1,    1941    18,560.22 

Expense   same   period   last   year    28,850.04 

Mission   surplus   April   30,    1941    6,239.19 

Mission   surplus  March  31,   1941    13,451.21 

Decrease   in  surplus,   April,   1941    7,212.02 


Trends  in  Membership  Growth  and  Giving 


By  H.   Spenser  Minnich,  Financial  Secretary 


All  of  the  districts  in  the  Southeastern  Region  report  growth  in 
membership  in  the  past  ten  years.  This  growth  is  accounted  for 
by  evangelistic  activity,  by  good  work  which  churches  are  doing 
and  probably  by  better  statistical  records  now  than  ten  years  ago. 
At  any  rate,  it  is  a  matter  for  rejoicing  to  see  the  increase  in 
membership. 

The  increase  in  giving  to  the  Conference  Budget  is  not  so  pro- 
nounced. There  have  been  changes  in  economic  conditions, 
which   have   made   giving   harder   for   many   people   than   under 


conditions  ten  years  ago.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  well  be  said 
that  we  could  have  been  more  faithful  in  the  giving  of  material 
possessions.  We  would  grade  low  in  our  Christian  stewardship. 
The  fluctuations  of  some  districts  up  or  down  may  depend  on  the 
presence  or  absence  of  certain  special  contributions  or  local  ex- 
penses and  factors  which  statistics  cannot  reveal. 

The  Messenger  next  week  will  report  the  figures  for  the  Central 
Region. 
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2.80 

.60 

.22 

.36 

.89 

.64 

.84 

1.38 

.22 

1.05 

.55 

$1.51 
1.64 
1.21 
.30 
.04 
.28 
.57 
.64 
.44 
.98 
.22 
.54 
.22 

$2.01 

1.54 

1.40 

.30 

.10 

.35 

.71 

.49 

.59 

1.05 

.42 

.30 

.22 

+   59.8% 
+   33.8 
+  63.7 
+  59.0 
+  55.3 
+   18.1 
+  48.6 
+  46.9 
+  40.7 
+  30.3 
+   58.1 
+   45.5 
+  107.6 

+     4.8% 

Maryland,     Eastern     . . . ' 

-   19.9 

Maryland,     Middle     

-   18.0 

North   and   South   Carolina    

Tennessee    

-  21.8 

-  30.1 
+   15.0 

Virginia.    Eastern    

+   19.0 

Virginia,   First    

Virginia,    Northern 

+   12.0 
-       .09 

Virginia,    Second 

-       .8 

Virginia,    Southern    

+  205.0 

-  57.8 

-  15.3 
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For  further  information  or  help  write 

Raymond  R.  Peters 

22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois 

CALIFORNIA 

Camp  Beulah   R.  4,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 

D.    C.    Gnagy,    R.    2,    Box    858,    Lindsay, 
Calif. 

Summer  Assembly    July   14-21 

Paul  B.  Studebaker,  129  Rosemont  Ave., 
Modesto,  Calif. 

Greenhorn  Mountain   Glennville,  Calif. 

Ed   Baker,   McFarland,   Calif. 
Summer  Assembly   Aug.   11-18 

D.  C.    Gnagy,    R.    2,    Box    858,    Lindsay, 
Calif. 

Camp  La  Verne   Seven  Oaks,  Calif. 

Ernest     Carl,     1230     Hillcrest,     Pomona, 
Calif. 

Older  Boys    July  7-14 

Marion    Roynon,    2591    I    St.,    La    Verne, 
Calif. 

Younger  Boys   July  14-21 

Marion    Roynon,    2591    I    St.,    La   Verne, 
Calif. 

Younger  Girls    July  21-28 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer,  Box  267,  Cucamonga, 
Calif. 

Older  Girls  July  28— Aug.  4 

Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer,  Box  267,  Cucamonga, 
Calif. 

Young  People    Aug.   17-25 

Bob    Tully,   2345   Fourth    St.,   La    Verne, 
Calif. 

CANADA 

Blackfoot  Camp   Arrowwood,  Alberta 

Chester  Armey,  Arrowwood,  Alberta. 
Young  People    July   10-15 

COLORADO 
Grand  Mesa  Camp,  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

O.  E.  Messamer,  Wiley,  Colo. 
Young  People    Aug.  4-10 

E.  F.  Weaver,  Haxtun,  Colo. 

FLORIDA 

Camp  Wing-Mann   Avon  Park,  Fla. 

McKinley  Coffman,   Sebring,  Fla. 

Young  People    July   28— Aug.  4 

Intermediates    Aug.    4-10 

IDAHO 
Camp   Stover    Meadows,   Idaho 

James  McClure,  Nampa,   Idaho 
Family   Camp    Aug.   4-10 

R.  V.  Keim,  Nampa,   Idaho 

ILLINOIS 

Camp  Kiwanis   R.  D.,  Decatur,  111. 

J.   W.   Metzger,   1506   W.   Main,   Decatur, 
111. 

Intermediates    Aug.   4-9 

Mrs.   John   Wieand,    1412   N.   Water,   De- 
catur, 111. 

Camp   Lewistown    Lewistown,   111. 

D.  D.  Funderburg,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 

Young    People    Aug.    11-16 

Galen  T.  Lehman,  2158  S.  Eleventh  St., 
Springfield,    111. 

Camp  Rude    

D.  D.  Funderburg,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin, 
111. 


..'..  '  >_J      .  "i     '::■..:       .     . 


Intermediates    July   28 — Aug.   2 

J.  Clyde  Forney,  787  Highland  Ave.,  El- 
gin,  111. 

INDIANA 

Camp  Mack    Milford,   Ind. 

L.  W.   Shultz,  North  Manchester,   Ind. 
Training  School  and  Music   Camp 

June   30— July   5 

Raymond  R.  Peters,  22  S.  State   St.,  El- 
gin, m. 

Juniors    July   6-13 

Lester   Young,   R.   2,   North   Manchester, 
Ind. 

Intermediate   Girls    July   13-20 

Mrs.  May  Warstler  Ober,  311  N.  Huron, 
Goshen,   Ind. 

Intermediate   Boys    July   20-27 

Arlo  Gump,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Young  People   July  27— Aug.  6 

Fred    Hollingshead,    Gettysburg,    Ohio 
Young  Adults   Aug.   14-17 

IOWA 

Pine  Lake  Camp  Eldora,  Iowa 

Older   Campers    Aug.    8-10 

Intermediates    Aug.    11-16 

Leland  Nelson,  McPherson,  Kans. 

Young  People    Aug.   16-21 

Desmond      W.      Bittinger,      McPherson, 
Kans. 

KANSAS 

Camp    Cauble    Benedict,   Kans. 

Mark   Porter,   Fredonia,    Kansas 

Intermediates    June   3-5 

Camp  Wa-Shun-Ga   .  .Junction  City,  Kans. 
Zeta  Rodgers,  422  E.  Tenth  St.,  Newton, 
Kans. 

Young  People   Aug.   11-16 

Hylton    Harman,     304    Huron    Building, 

Kansas    City,    Kans. 
Bernard  King,   McPherson,  Kans. 

MARYLAND 
Camp  Peniel   Thurmont,  Md. 

Berkley  Bowman,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 
Intermediates   July  20-26 

A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Wilma  Stern,  736  Harvard  Ave.,  Swarth- 
more,  Pa. 
Juniors    July  27— Aug.   2 

Norman   Ford,  Frederick,  Md. 
Young  People    Aug.  3-9 

A.    Stauffer   Curry,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

MICHIGAN 

Camp  Little  Eden  Onekama,  Mich. 

A.    E.    Taylor,    1202    Mann    Ave.,    Flint, 
Mich. 

Intermediates    June   29 — July   6 

A.    E.    Taylor,    1202    Mann    Ave.,    Flint, 
Mich. 

Young  People    July  20-27 

Kenneth    Long,    311    Burton    St.,    S.    W., 
Grand  Rapids,   Mich. 


MISSOURI 
Gardner's  Lake  Camp 

Excelsior   Springs,   Mo. 

R.    J.    Gibbs,    5509    E.    15th    St.,    Kansas 
City,   Mo. 
Young  People    Aug.   11-16 

Mary    Roop,    Warrensburg,    Mo. 
Camp  of  the  Ozarks  ...R.  D.,  Huston,  Mo. 

A.  W.  Adkins,  Box  35,  Cabool,  Mo. 
Young  People    July  21-26 

MONTANA 

Camp  Glein    Dogmar,  Mont. 

Mrs.   Peter   Glein,   Dogmar,   Mont. 
Intermediates    and   Young   People 

June   7-12 

Wilburn    Lewallyn,    Bisbee,    N.    Dak. 

NEBRASKA 
Nebraska    Camp    Crete,   Nebr. 

Swigart  F.   Miller,  Pickrell,   Nebr. 
Family   Camp    Aug.  4-9 

Paul  K.   Brandt,   Holmesville,  Nebr. 

OHIO 

Camp  Sugar  Grove   Covington,  Ohio 

Mark   Shellhaas,  Trotwood,   Ohio 
Junior  Girls   July  7-12 

Martha    Jane    Shellhaas,    Pleasant    Hill, 
Ohio 
Younger  Girls   July  14-19 

Mrs.    Florence    Rust,    West    Manchester, 
Ohio 
Older  Girls    July  21-26 

Mary    Eikenberry,    200    E.    Somers    St., 
Eaton,    Ohio 
Junior   Boys    July   28 — Aug.   2 

Russell   Helstern,  R.   10,   Dayton,   Ohio 
Intermediate   Boys    Aug.  4-9 

Russell   Helstern,   R.   10,   Dayton,   Ohio 
Young  People   Aug.   10-16 

Fred   Hollingshead,   Gettysburg,   Ohio 

Camp  Zion  R.  D.,  East  Sparta,  Ohio 

Ministers'  Camp   July  14-17 

A.  H.  Miller,  444  Sixth  St.,  N.  W.,  New 
Philadelphia,   Ohio 
Young  People    July  20-26 

Ora   DeLauter,   R.    1,   Thornville,   Ohio 
Intermediates  July  27 — Aug.  2 

Clyde  Mulligan,   Hartville,   Ohio 
Home  Makers    Aug.  2-3 

Elmer  Brumbaugh,  Ravenna,  Ohio 

OKLAHOMA 
Camp   Saline    Cleo   Springs,   Okla. 

Otho    Clarke,    Oklahoma    City,    Okla. 
Young  People    July   28 — Aug.   4 

Russell   West,   Pampa,   Tex. 
Intermediates    Aug.   4-6 

Kenneth   Thralls,   Helena,   Okla. 

OREGON 

Camp  Myrtlewood   Bridge,  Oreg. 

H.  G.  Shank,  5256  N.  E.  73rd  Ave.,  Port- 
land,   Oreg. 
Summer  Assembly    July  21-27 


22 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— May  31,  1941 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Camp    Conewago    Elizabethtown,   Pa. 

Galen  Kilhefner,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
Intermediates   July  27 — Aug.  2 

Mrs.  Rufus  K.  Eby.  Palmyra,   Pa. 
Seniors    Aug.    3-9 

Caleb    Bucher,    119   Clay   St.,    Lancaster, 
Pa. 
Young  People   Aug.  10-16 

Rufus   K.    Eby,   Palmyra,   Pa. 
Camp   Harmony    Hooversville,   Pa. 

H.   B.   Speicher,   Boswell,  Pa. 
Work  Camp   June  2-7 

H.   B.   Speicher,   Boswell,  Pa. 
Intermediate  Boys   June   15-22 

D.    Howard   Keiper,   406    Chandler   Ave., 
Johnstown,   Pa. 
Youth  Leadership   June  22-29 

Perry  L.   Huffaker,  212   Hager  St.,   Hag- 
erstown,   Md. 
Young  People    June  29 — July  6 

Wilma  L.   Stern,   Swarthmore,   Pa. 
Intermediate  Girls   July  6-13 

Wilma   L.   Stern.   Swarthmore,   Pa. 
Assembly    July  20-27 

M.  J.  Brougher,   Greensburg,  Pa. 
Junior  Girls   July  27-30 

Mary   Keiper,   Woodbury,    Pa. 
Junior  Boys   July  30— Aug.  2 

Millard   Weaver,   Box  366,   Windber,  Pa. 


Regional  B.  Y.   P.   D.   Leadership 

Aug.    1-4 

Raymond  R.  Peters,  22  S.   State  St.,  El- 
gin, 111. 

Camp    Stardust Oaks,    Pa. 

Ross    D.    Murphy,    2258    N.    Park    Ave., 

Philadelphia,   Pa. 
Nevin  H.  Zuck,  323  Fairview  Ave.,  Am- 
bler,  Pa. 

Juniors     Aug.    3-9 

B.  Mildred  Grater,  R.  2,  Norristown,  Pa. 

Intermediates    Aug.    10-16 

Wilma  Stern,  736  Harvard  Ave.,  Swarth- 
more, Pa. 

Young  People    Aug.  17-23 

Luke  Ebersole,   Crozer  Seminary,   Ches- 
ter,  Pa. 

TENNESSEE 

Summer  Conference,  Knob  Creek  Church 

Young  People    July   15-18 

John  B.  White,  R.  4,  Jonesboro,  Tenn. 

VIRGINIA 

Camp   Bethel    Fincastle,   Va. 

Stover   D.    Bowman,    Main    St.,    Wasena, 
Roanoke,    Va. 

Intermediate  Girls   June  16-23 

Deane    Rumburg,    Staunton    Ave.,    Roa- 
noke,   Va. 


Juniors   June  23-30 

Mr.    and    Mrs.    Cecil    Ikenberry,    310    E. 
Chilhowie  Ave.,   Johnson  City,  Tenn. 
Intermediate  Boys    June  30 — July  7 

Murray   Wagner,   Weyers   Cave,   Va. 
Youth  Leadership    July  7-10 

A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
Young  People    July   14-21 

W.  Harold  Row,  2215  E.  Broad  St.,  Rich- 
mond, Va. 
Adults    July  21-25 

C.  G.  Hesse,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

WASHINGTON 
Washington  Assembly 

Lake  Wenatchee,   Wash. 

Summer  Assembly    July  29 — Aug.  4 

W.   T.   Luckett,   546   Malaga,  Wenatchee, 
Wash. 

WEST    VIRGINIA 
Camp  Galilee  Terra  Alta,  W.  Va. 

O.  P.  Jones,  Kitzmiller,  Md. 
Intermediates    Aug.   4-9 

Murray  L.  Wagner,  Weyers  Cave,  Va. 
Young  People    Aug.   10-16 

Perry   L.   Huffaker,  212   Hager  St.,   Hag- 
erstown,  Md. 
Adults    Aug.    17-22 

Foster  M.  Bittinger,  Westernport,  Md. 
Juniors   Aug.   17-22 

Juniata  Moyers,  Brandonville,   W.  Va. 


Camp  Highlights 

By  Florence  Stombaugh,  Bryan.  Ohio 
There  are  several  reasons  why  we  need  camps.  In 
the  world  today  young  people  have  more  leisure  time 
than  did  people  some  years  ago.  Camp  is  a  very  worth- 
while place  to  spend  several  weeks  of  this  leisure  time. 
Years  ago  the  Sunday  school  was  introduced  as  a 
new  method  and  plan  in  the  promotion  of  church  work. 
Today,  the  church  camp  is  a  new  method  of  training 
youth  for  service.  Even  the  government  believes  camps 
are  necessary  for  training,  but  we  find  a  different  kind 
of  camp  training  necessary  for  Christian  youth. 

Camps  provide  the  opportunity  for  living  together 
normally  on  the  highest  Christian  level.  The  finest 
leader  is  one  who  never  fails  to  select  and  make  real 
those  life  values  which  are  eternal — those  values  that 
make  and  develop  Christian  culture.  Surely  the  effect 
of  morning  watch  and  vesper  services  should  permeate 
not  only  all  of  camp  life,  but  our  entire  lives.  It  has 
been  said,  "Unless  there  is  within  us  that  which  is 
above  us,  we  shall  soon  yield  to  that  which  is  about 
us."    Camp  is  a  seeking  after  that  which  is  above  us. 

What  are  some  of  the  values  to  be  gained  from  camp? 
First,  camp  life  gives  one  a  broadened  horizon.  Many 
younger  campers  have  never  been  out  of  their  home 
communities  until  they  go  to  camp.  Here  they  meet 
other  Christian  campers  and  learn  their  interests,  their 
attitudes  and  their  ideals.  They  learn  to  know  many 
interesting  leaders  such  as  refugees  and  returned  mis- 
sionaries, besides  learning  to  know  many  outstanding 
leaders  of  our  church.  Many  campers  further  broaden 
their  horizon  by  beginning  to  realize  the  needs  of  other 
people  and  other  countries.  I  am  thinking  of  two  inter- 
mediate camps  which  raised  $100  for  missions  in  one 
week.  Some  campers  helped  those  in  need  by  sewing 
for  them  in  a  class  called  the  Joy  Class.  It  really  was 
a  "joy  class"  for  they  were  happy  to  help  those  who 
needed  clothing  so  badly. 

A  second  value  to  be  gained  from  camp  is  clean  fun. 
Isn't  it  fun  to  sing  camp  songs  at  the  table,  at  campfire, 
and  at  other  camp  programs?  How  about  those  jokes 
you  played  on  your  cabin  mates — or  the  ones  that 
were  played  on  you?     Then  there  are  the  recreational 


activities — games  of  all  kinds,  boating,  swimming,  and 
hikes.  Those  early  morning  hikes  not  only  give  you 
exercise,  develop  your  appetite,  and  get  you  up  early, 
but  also  develop  your  appreciation  of  the  great  out-of- 
doors. 

Camp  helps  one  to  have  a  co-operative  attitude.  Can 
you  think  of  a  better  way  for  two  hundred  boys  and 
girls  to  learn  to  work  together  than  by  washing  dishes 
at  camp?  One  will  also  learn  to  be  more  thoughtful 
of  others.  I  am  thinking  of  a  girl  who  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  camp  had  the  habit  of  reaching  clear  across 
the  table,  helping  herself,  and  then  setting  the  food 
down  again,  while  her  hungry  table  mates  waited  pa- 
tiently. 

Even  following  a  camp  schedule  will  help  one  .  to 
learn  to  co-operate  with  others.  You  have  the  choice 
of  getting  up — or  being  rolled  out  by  your  cabin  mates. 
You  will  be  on  time  for  breakfast,  do  without,  or  have 
the  whole  camp  know  you  were  lazy  or  late.  Yes,  you 
will  get  in  on  time — or  have  the  dean  or  manager  of 
the  camp  on  your  trail  with  a  flashlight.  Intermediate 
girls  are  usually  in  bed  and  asleep  by  the  time  the 
lullaby  is  sung.  Perhaps  they  are  tired — or  could  it  be 
because  there  are  no  boys  around? 

This  co-operative  attitude  is  also  furthered  through 
the  relief  offerings  which  are  sent  to  those  in  need. 
Through  mission  classes  campers  learn  to  know  and 
understand  people  of  other  countries.    When  they  have 
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learned  to  understand  other  people,  then  they  will  be 
ready  to  co-operate   and  work  with  them. 

,A  fourth  value  gained  from  camp  is  that  of  worship. 
What  means  of  worshiping  are  there  at  camp?  The 
morning  watch  by  the  lakeside  helps  one  to  start  the 
day  with  thoughts  of  God  and  the  beauty  of  his  handi- 
work. At  vespers  one  has  only  to  see  the  lake  and 
sky  painted  with  a  glorious  sunset  to  realize  God's 
power  in  the  universe  and  in  our  lives. 

Many  campers  have  their  first  introduction  to  some 
of  the  great  hymns  of  our  church  at  camp.  I  am  think- 
ing of  a  worship  service  which  was  held  in  the  hillside 
auditorium  in  which  this  song  was  sung: 


f-v 


Look  for  the  beautiful, 
Look  for  the  true; 
Sunshine  and  shadow 
Are  all  around  you. 


Looking  out  on  the  lake  one  could  see  the  sun  and 
shadow  dotting  the  waves  as  the  fleecy  clouds  moved 
across  the  sky  above.  Surely  this  exemplified  the  sun- 
shine and  shadow  around  us  as  we  search  for  the  beau- 
tiful and  the  true. 

Many  of  the  hymns  take  on  a  still  deeper  meaning 
when  studied  under  the  direction  of  our  experienced 
church  musicians.  Through  this  study  one  learns  the 
value  and  message  of  many  hymns  of  the  church. 

Camp  also  helps  one  to  find  himself.  One  of  the 
most  inspiring  consecration  services  took  place  when 
200  intermediate  girls  and  their  leaders  gathered  in 
front  of  the  new  auditorium  and  consecrated  themselves 
to  a  new  life.  From  here  they  carried  the  new  life 
and  light  which  they  found  out  to  others.  This  was 
finding  God  and  through  finding  God,  finding  them- 
selves, and  giving  to  others  what  they  had  found. 

Through  attendance  and  participation  in  camp  life, 
one  also  develops  leadership.  Camp  helps  us  to  forget 
ourselves  and  find  the  things  we  can  do.  After  devel- 
oping and  using  our  ability,  we  can  go  to  our  groups 
at  home  and  at  church  and  aid  in  promoting  their 
programs. 

What  will  be  the  future  of  our  church  camps?  The 
Selective  Service  Act  has  brought  many  new  factors 
into    the    contemporary    picture.      There    is    no    doubt 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life 
Part  V.    What  Can  We  Do  About  It? 

Scripture:    Gal.  3:20-25;  1  Cor.  5:9-13 
Sunday,  June  15 

Note:  See  Studies  VI,  VII,  and  VIII  in  Alcohol  and 
the  Christian  Life,  by  Deets  Pickett,  10c. 

The  following  questions  should  be  considered:  Why 
is  moderation  an  unsatisfactory  solution?  What  is  the 
first  and  greatest  contribution  each  person  can  make 
toward  the  solution  of  the  liquor  problem? 

What  methods  for  control  of  liquor  seem  most  effec- 
tive? Most  ineffective?  Was  the  alleged  failure  of  pro- 
hibition political  or  moral? 

What  can  we  do  in  our  own  community  to  improve 
the  situation?  In  our  state?  In  the  nation?  If  we  do 
nothing  about  the  liquor  situation  can  we  expect  it  to 
get  better,  worse,  or  remain  the  same? 

What  are  some  of  the  things  you  would  change  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  liquor  in  your  community? 


that  the  experiences  which  accrue  from  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  will  greatly  influence  our  regular 
camping  program. 

The  camps  of  the  future  must  be  an  integral  part  of 
the  on-going  church  program.  They  will  be  more  cre- 
ative, will  deal  more  with  the  basic  concepts  of  human 
life,  and  will  help  people  to  learn  how  to  live  together. 
No  doubt  there  will  be  fewer  and  better  camps.  Prob- 
ably within  the  near  future  we  shall  see  an  increased 
number  of  camps.  Then  will  follow  a  period  of 
weeding  out — leaving  the  best  camps  which  are  suited 
to  our  needs. 

So,  for  the  present  let's  do  our  part  to  see  that  the 
effect  of  morning  watch  and  vespers  permeates  not 
only  all  of  camp  life,  but  our  entire  lives.  "Unless  there 
is  within  us  that  which  is  above  us,  we  shall  soon  yield 
to  that  which  is  about  us." 


Open  Their  Eyes  That  They  May  See 

By  Rachel   Garner,  Haverford,   Pennsylvania 

The  fire  burns  low  in  our  living  room  fireplace,  and 
as  I  sit  Indian  fashion  before  the  fire  watching  the  glow 
of  the  dancing  flames  on  this  chilly  May  evening,  my 
thoughts  go  far  away.  We  are  so  comfortable  here  at 
the  co-operative  college  workshop.  Friendliness,  kind- 
ness and  a  deep  expression  of  understanding  is  on  every 
hand. 

It  is  springtime.  The  buds  burst  into  bloom  and  now 
on  every  tree  there  are  signs  of  fruit.  The  leaves  are 
losing  that  delicate  tint,  changing  to  a  deep  green.  But 
out  across  the  sage  brush  hills  of  the  West  I  can  see  in 
imagination  a  long  string  of  slowly-moving  freight  cars 
creeping  over  the  great  divide  toward  the  Pacific.  The 
engine  puffs  along  slowly,  and  hidden  among  the  freight 
cars  are  men.  Bums  we  call  them.  They  understand 
the  meaning  of  a  kind  of  new  beginnings  and  hopes,  but 
fail  to  notice  the  meaning  of  spring. 

Up  in  the  hop-raising  region  of  the  Northwest  it  is 
early  morning.  The  sun  is  just  making  a  light  streak  on 
the  eastern  horizon.  The  call  of  the  Indian  can  be 
heard  from  the  distant  hop  yards.  There  they  go,  whole 
families  in  little  old  half-homemade  jallopies.  Yes, 
they  are  the  migrants  and  their  sleepy  little  children 
going  out  to  the  fields.  It  should  be  a  child's  right  to 
get  enough  sleep,  but  every  little  hop  that  is  thrown  in- 
to a  basket  goes  toward  making  another  pound;  so  ev- 
ery child  picks. 

Mid-afternoon,  and  we  go  out  into  the  fields  among 
the  pickers.  Little  Jimmie,  three  months  old,  sleeps  on 
the  ground,  a  dirty  sack  for  a  blanket.  He  is  so  dirty, 
flies  crawling  all  over  him,  and  yet  he  sleeps  so  peace- 
fully, it  seems,  in  the  hot  afternoon  sun.  Other  small 
children  squirm  in  the  dust  and  dirt,  tired — children  so 
young  but  who  seem  so  old.  There  are  mothers— lots  of 
them — and  they  have  lost  their  beauty  so  early  in  life, 
for  shifting  and  following  crops  is  an  empty,  unsatisfy- 
ing life. 

It  is  dark  now  and  families  have  gone  home.  Per- 
haps to  a  tent  by  an  irrigation  ditch,  a  cabin  in  a  labor 
camp  or  a  little  shack.  Is  it  fried  potatoes,  or  boiled 
potatoes,  or  just  plain  potatoes  they  are  eating  tonight? 
Weakened  cries  of  little  children  steal  out  into  the  night 
and  you  wonder  if  it  is  cold  or  hunger  or  pain  that 
causes  the  crying.  You  talk  with  men  and  women,  lis- 
tening to  their  stories  of  back  home,  and  out  comes  an 
old  album  that  has  been  hidden  among  a  few  of  their 
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prized  possessions.  You  look  at  the  pictures  with  them 
as  they  talk  of  their  youth  and  laugh.  Many  of  the  mi- 
grants come  from  the  Middle  West,  the  dust  bowl  sec- 
tion, to  this  land  of  opportunity  they  have  read  about, 
but  only  to  be  met  by  disappointment.  Do  they  know 
the  joy  of  spring?  I  often  wonder  if  we  have  anywhere 
near  the  courage  and  generosity  that  those  people  who 
have  so  little  materially,  but  who  know  so  much  of 
suffering.  It  seems  so  little  to  ask  in  a  land  of  plenty, 
food  enough  and  shelter  to  make  one  fit  to  work  in  a 
place  that  he  would  like  to  call  home!  I  go  into  our 
chain  stores  sometimes  and  there  I  see  California  aspar- 
agus for  forty-five  cents  a  bunch,  and  a  certain  brand 
of  Oregon  berries  for  ten  cents  a  can,  and  I  think  of  the 
little  migrant  children.  Shiftless  they  are  called,  but 
now  that  I  have  lived  among  them  and  worked  and 
played  with  them  I  wonder  .  .  . 

Down  in  the  deep  South  the  share  croppers  are  strug- 
gling for  existence,  for  a  chance  to  express  themselves 
in  community  affairs  and  make  a  decent  living  for  their 
families.  Living  amid  the  cotton  and  watching  it  grow, 
does  spring  mean  anything  to  the  share  cropper  when 
he  knows  that  harvest  time  is  like  being  a  slave? 

On  a  dusty  hillside  in  a  company-owned  mining  town 
are  little  shacks.  Every  day  father  goes  down  into  the 
mines,  if  he  has  work,  and  pecks  away  at  the  coal  that 
is  found  under  good  old  mother  earth.  Sometimes  he 
stands  in  water;  other  times  lies  on  his  back.  The  coal 
he  mines  sometimes  he  can't  even  afford  to  buy  and  his 
own  children  are  often  cold. 

Our  cities  are  filled  with  all  races  and  nationalities. 
There  is  bitterness,  labor  tension,  slums,  great  wealth, 
unemployment,  bad  housing  conditions.  Children  play 
in  narrow  streets  and  filth;  their  fathers  often  look  for 
food  in  the  rich  man's  garbage  can.  Cherry  trees  and 
blossoms  are  far  removed  from  folks  in  the  slums. 

Work  camps  are  set  up  and  many  youths  are  willing 
to  give  up  their  summer  and  go  out  and  work  among 
the  unwanted  and  new  Americans,  often  going  into 
places  where  stress  and  difficulty  are  very  great.  Work- 
ing not  for  the  people,  but  with  the  people,  many  such 
never  having  handled  saw  and  hammer  before,  blisters 
come  fast  on  tender  hands.  But  they  work  on  untiring- 
ly for  justice  among  the  coal  miners,  the  share  croppers, 
people  in  the  slums  and  the  migrants. 

The  fire  is  about  out.  A  few  fading  embers  linger, 
and  now  and  then  a  spark  shows.  And  so  one  recalls 
that  a  spark  of  good,  even  though  small  in  the  begin- 
ning, can  do  untold  things  to  set  a  world  in  tune  so  that 
the  people  can  find  that  which  is  good  and  beautiful. 


The  Yakima  Work  Camp 

By  Clement  Bontrager,  Tonasket,  Washington 
Chairman  Work   Camp   Committee,   Yakima   Work   Camp 

Why  a  Work  Camp? 

The  world  of  today  is  characterized  by  much  uncer- 
tainty, sickness,  suffering  and  death.  To  a  large  extent 
it  is  organized  on  the  basis  of  continuing  this  misery. 
Some  of  us  feel  that  there  is  still  room  for  a  positive 
approach  to  life — for  happiness  and  joy.  Such  qualities 
come  most  readily  to  man  as  he  ministers  to  a  brother 
less  fortunate. 

In  a  world  of  death  some  of  us  must  be  committed  to 
a  philosophy  of  life.  We  must  work  to  supplant  hate 
with  love,  sickness  with  health,  despair  with  hope;  and 


where  sorrow  reigns  we  must  bring  laughter  to  little 
children  and  a  joyful  ray  of  light  where  there  would 
otherwise  be  only  darkness.  I  say:  "Some  of  us  must"! 
We  must  unless  our  civilization  is  to  be  allowed  to  "slip 
over  the  brink."  While  others  are  learning  the  arts  of 
death  we  must  make  an  art  of  life.  We  must  bring  har- 
mony, symmetry  and  color.  We  must  bring  depth  and 
meaning.  Muriel  Lester  has  said  that  the  people  who 
will  take  the  leadership  in  building  the  new  world  will 
be  the  ones  who  have  identified  themselves  with  the 
world's   underprivileged. 

Many  of  our  fellow  Americans  exist  only.  They  exist 
in  shanties  and  tents,  with  few  if  any  of  such  advantages 
as  sanitation,  proper  food,  medical  care  and  education. 
Their  children  find  it  hard  to  get  along  in  school,  for  no 
sooner  do  they  get  started  than  it  is  time  for  another 
move.  Of  many  it  is  true:  "Here  we  have  no  abiding 
city." 

Such  conditions  cannot  be  other  than  a  liability  to 
America's  welfare  because  one  of  the  prime  essentials 
to  a  satisfied  citizenry  is  that  they  shall  have  a  sense  of 
permanence.  There  is  an  idea  in  the  word  "patriotism" 
which  is  often  overlooked.  It  is:  the  love  of  a  people  for 
the  land  of  their  birth.  People  need  to  become  rooted 
to  the  soil  and  where  this  is  not  possible  some  of  us  who 
are  thus  rooted,  who  have  a  sense  of  permanence — ad- 
vantages such  as  good  homes,  sanitary  living  conditions, 
good  food  and  medical  care — need  to  share  with  our  less 
fortunate  fellow  citizens. 

The  work  camp  idea  is  one  way  in  which  we  can  share 
with  those  in  desperate  need.  It  offers  an  opportunity  to 
give  patriotic  service.  It  tends  to  compensate  in  part 
for  the  uncertainty,  the  suffering,  the  sickness  and  death 
which  are  always  staring  some  people  in  the  face.  Com- 
pensate? Yes,  for  nature  always  compensates  for  its 
hurts.  Someone  has  suggested  that  a  pearl  is  an  acci- 
dent for  which  nature  has  cared.  Who  knows  the  pearls 
we  might  find  this  summer  in  work  camp) — the  gems 
in  human  form?  And  as  we  minister  to  a  small  part  of 
our  fellow  men  we  tend  to  lift  the  entire  level  of  the 
world's  life.  Perhaps  if  there  were  enough  projects 
similar  to  work  camps  the  world-level  of  human  exper- 
ience might  be  lifted  far  above  all  war,  all  hate,  sick- 
ness and  uncertainty.  Instead  of  living  in  a  world  where 
death  reigns  supreme  we  would  find  life.     Who  knows? 

Information  About  the  Yakima  Work  Camp 

The  Location:  Near  Moxee,  ten  miles  from  Yakima, 
Wash.  Moxee  is  one  of  the  larger  hop  growing  areas  of 
the  Yakima  Valley. 

Co-operating  Groups:  The  Friends  (Quaker)  group  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest;  the  Y.M.C.A.-Y.W.C.A.  groups  in 
the  Seabeck  region  and  other  denominational  groups  are 
helping  to  recruit  work  campers.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  Yakima  Council  of  Church  Women  and  other  inter- 
ested groups  and  individuals  will  assist  with  the  nursery 
project. 

The  Time:  Work  camp  will  begin  Aug.  2  and  continue 
until  the  latter  part  of  September. 

The  Cost:  Each  camper  will  contribute  $5  per  week 
toward  co-operative  living  expenses  of  the  group  and 
will  arrange  transportation  to  and  from  Yakima.  At- 
tempts will  be  made  to  provide  opportunities  for  earn- 
ing a  portion  of  the  fees.  A  $5  deposit  should  accom- 
pany the  application.  The  major  part  of  the  remaining 
fees  is  payable  upon  arrival  unless  other  arrangements 
have  been  made. 
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Brethren  Volunteer 
Work  Camps — 
1941 


By  Dan  West 

Peace    Representative 


(See  also  Rachel  Gar- 
ner's article  on  page 
23.  The  picture  shows 
two  of  the  children  in 
last  year's  camp  in 
Washington.) 


Our  youth  camps  have  done  much  to  help  build  the 
church.  Our  mission  and  relief  work  has  given  our 
testimony  in  other  countries.  In  order  to  combine  some- 
thing of  the  essentials  of  both  efforts  in  America,  we  are 
developing  an  integrated  program  of  work  camps  for 
this  summer. 

It  is  not  nobler  to  work  in  a  foreign  country,  nor 
away  from  our  home  communities.  We  need  a  plan  for 
beginning  at  home  but  reaching  out  toward  the  whole 
world.  In  these  times  our  deeds  must  lead  and  our 
words  follow  as  best  they  can. 

In  addition  to  our  C.  P.  S.  plan  for  "work  of  national 
importance"  we  are  planning  five  volunteer  work  camps 
where  we  help  to  produce  results  of  lasting  value  and 
train  at  the  same  time  for. work  abroad  and  in  home 
communities. 

1.  Pierce,  West  Virginia.  A  mining  town  of  500  pop- 
ulation. No  church  in  the  town.  Machines  have  dis- 
placed some  miners — not  needed  elsewhere.  Both  the 
operators  and  miners  welcome  us. 

WORK  JOBS:  Supervise  recreation,  build  playground, 
help  in  homes. 

STUDY  INCLUDES:  The  coal  problem,  understanding 
employers  and  miners,  rehabilitating  the  community, 
nonviolent  solution  to  soft  coal  problems. 

TIME:  June  27  to  Aug.  22;  COST:  $40  per  camper. 

2.  Blough,  Pennsylvania.  A  partly  worked-out  coal- 
mine community.  After  the  present  boom  is  over  fam- 
ilies must  suffer  if  they  do  not  learn  self-support.  (We 
had  a  camp  here  last  year.) 

WORK  JOBS:  Repair  water  reservoir,  also  road,  di- 
rect recreation,  provide  health  and  home  education. 

STUDY  INCLUDES:  Abandoned  coal  areas,  subsis- 
tence farming,  reconstructing  community,  nonviolent 
methods  in  communities. 

TIME:  June  27  to  Aug.  23;  COST:  $40. 

3.  Shepherd,  Michigan.  3,000  Mexicans  are  on  the 
way  from  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  to  the  sugar  beet  fields 
of  central  Michigan.  Their  children  need  care  which 
the  parents  cannot  give. 

WORK  JOBS:  Manage  nursery,  direct  evening  recre- 


ation,  build  playground,   Daily  Vacation  Bible   School, 
helping  in  homes. 

STUDY  INCLUDES:  Understanding  the  Mexican  la- 
borers, also  the  sugar  beet  industry,  the  American-Indi- 
ans, technics  for  rural  recreation,  nonviolent  community 
methods. 

TIME:  June  1  to  July  20;  COST:  $35. 

4.  Wichita,  Kansas.  Underprivileged  families  need 
houses.  Three  families  are  ready  now.  With  Mennon- 
ites  and  Friends  and  outside  campers  we  plan  to  build 
some  of  the  needed  houses.  Money  is  available,  the  city 
furnishes  the  tools,  and  the  labor  unions  are  agreed  to 
our  plans. 

WORK  JOBS:  Dig  basements,  lay  foundations,  build 
with  new  lumber;  also  direct  recreation  and  develop 
self-help  plans. 

STUDY  INCLUDES:  Family  life  in  the  community, 
self-help  plans,  technics  for  raising  levels  of  interests. 

TIME:  Not  fixed  yet,  but  in  July  and  August;  COST: 
not  determined  as  yet. 

5.  Yakima,  Washington  (in  the  Yakima  Valley). 
33,000  migrant  hop  pickers  come  every  year  into  a  valley 
ten  miles  wide.  The  Friends,  the  Y.M.C.A.,  the  Y.W. 
C.A.,  and  the  Yakima  Council  of  Church  Women  are 
helping. 

WORK  JOBS:  Maintain  nursery,  direct  recreation,  and 
pick  some  hops. 

STUDY  INCLUDES:  Democratic  living,  migrant  labor, 
nonviolent  methods. 

TIME:  Aug.  2  to  Sept.  25;  COST:  $5  a  week. 

The  size  of  the  camps  is  fifteen  to  twenty  persons, 
about  half  men  and  half  women. 

For  further  information  write  Dan  West,  22  S.  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.     (See  also  preceding  article.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Mother's  Day,  Fahrney  Memorial  Home 

Mother's  Day  at  the  Fahrney  Memorial  Home,  San 
Mar,  Md.,  was  a  full  one  for  the  guests.  In  the  morn- 
ing there  were  Sunday  school  and  preaching,  with  Bro. 
Harvey  Martin  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  bringing  the  mes- 
sage. In  the  afternoon  the  young  people  from  the  Pipe 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  rendered  a  very  interest- 
ing program.  One  of  the  features  was  an  accordion  solo 
by  Miss  Roop.  In  the  evening  the  program  was  spon- 
sored by  the  ladies'  Bible  class.  There  was  vocal  and 
instrumental  music.  There  were  a  duet,  a  quartet,  a 
reading  and  a  talk  by  Mr.  Esmer.  After  this  the  play, 
Mothers  of  Long  Ago,  was  given  by  the  Home  folks  to 
a  full  house.    Many  visitors  called  to  see  their  friends. 

The  writer  has  been  a  guest  of  the  Home  for  more  than 
five  years  and  thinks  there  is  no  place  like  a  home  of 
this  kind  for  the  aged  who  are  left  alone.  Here  we  have 
all  the  comforts  and  no  cares.  We  come  in  contact  with 
those  who  are  near  our  own  age.  We  can  discuss  hap- 
penings of  years  ago.  In  connection  with  the  Home 
there  is  a  farm  where  our  produce  is  grown  and  meats 
are  cured.  A  small  herd  of  Holstein  cattle  furnish  milk 
and  butter. 


Boonsboro,  Md. 


H.  F.  Caylor. 
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About  the  Ard  S.  Georges 

Ard  S.  George  celebrated  his  eightieth  birthday  on  March  28 
and  his  wife.  Anna,  celebrated  her  seventy-ninth  birthday  on  the 
sixteenth    of  the   same   month. 

Bro.  George  was  born  and  reared  in  Juniata  County,  Pa.,  and 

Anna  Garland  was  born 
and  reared  in  Snyder 
County. 

They  were  married  on 
Aug.  1,  1880,  and  shortly 
after  their  marriage  left 
for  the  West  with  the  Wil- 
liam Garlands,  parents  of 
the    bride. 

They  located  in  Lanark, 
111.,  where  the  young  cou- 
ple united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  About 
eight  years  later  they  went 
to  Farewell,  Texas,  where 
Bro.  George  organized  a 
Sunday  school  which  was 
attended  by  the  cowboys 
of  that  section.  They  were 
there  less  than  a  year  and 
then  located  in  Carthage, 
Mo.  While  living  in  Mis- 
souri Bro.  George  was 
agent  for  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

In  1897,  because  of  the  failing  health  of  his  father  and  young- 
est brother,  Bro.  George  brought  his  family  back  to  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  too  late  to  see  the  brother  but  was  in  time  to  spend 
some   time  with  his  father. 

The  family  located  in  Lancaster  where  they  lived  until  1915, 
when  they  moved  to  Perry  County,  five  miles  from  Landisburg. 

Bro.  George  has  been  bedfast  since  last  fall  and  his  faithful 
■wife,  though  ailing  herself,  still  takes  care  of  him. 

Of  their  eight  children,  four  boys  and  four  girls,  two  have 
passed  on.  The  other  six  are  scattered,  one  living  in  Summer- 
dale,  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  in  Carlisle,  one  in  Mount  Joy  and 
the  two  near  the  home  nest  in  Perry  County.  There  are  fifteen 
grandchildren  and  nine  great-grandchildren  living.  Ever  since 
moving  to  Perry  County  Bro.  George  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Sunday-school  association  and  until 
disability  prevented  it  he  and  his  faithful  helpmate  missed  very 
few  state  and  county  Sunday-school  conventions.  They  enjoy 
visits  of  their  friends  and  relatives,  especially  since  they  are 
shut-ins. 


Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 


Emma  C.  George  Geib. 


Elizabeth  Fyock  Swartz 

Elizabeth  Fyock  Swartz,  affectionately  known  to  many  as 
'Aunt  Liz,"  passed  to  her  home  beyond  on  April  3.  1941,  at  her 
home  near  the  Purchase  Line  church  in  the  Manor  congregation 
of  Western  Pennsylvania.  She  was  85  years,  11  months  and  2 
days  old,  being  born  on  May  1,  1855.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Wise  Fyock  and  lived  all  her  life  near  the 
Purchase  Line  church,  of  which  she  had  been  a  faithful  and 
consistent  member  since  girlhood.  For  many  years  she  taught 
the  young  people's  class,  and  in  later  years  the  adult  Bible  class. 
Her  influence  has  gone  out  for  good  in  the  lives  of  many. 

She  was  an  active  member  of  the  aid  society  and  interested 
in  missions.  She  was  a  personal  friend  of  Olive  Widdowson,  Ida 
Shumaker,  Ida  Himmelsbaugh,  Grace  Clapper  and  other  mission- 
aries. Her  parents'  home  was  always  open  to  ministers,  church 
workers  and  those  who  came  from  far  and  near  to  attend  re- 
vivals and  love  feasts  as  the  custom  was  in  those  days. 

There  were  nine  children  in  the  home  and  they  helped  to 
entertain  and  care  for  these  visitors.  Elizabeth  remained  in  the 
home  longer  than  her  sisters  and  among  her  possessions  was  a 
book  in  which  she  kept  the  names  of  the  ministers,  their  texts, 
and  the  names  of  visitors  in  the  Fyock  home  during  some  of  the 
meetings  held  as  far  back  as  1883.  Among  these  names  are  those 
of  Solomon  Bucklew,  J.  H.  Beer,  Joe  Holsopple,  J.  M.  Mohler, 
Isaiah  Rairigh,  James  A.  Sell,  Joe  Berkey  and  others.  The  lists 
of  visitors  are  long,  sometimes  fifteen  or  twenty  for  a  meal  and 
that  many  to  stay  all  night.  This  notation  was  found  after  a 
list  during  a  meeting  held  by  J.  H.  Beer.  "During  this  meeting 
I  cooked  meals  for  230  strangers,  and  21  strangers  was  the  high- 
est we  had  all  night  and  24  strangers  the  highest  we  had  for 
dinner." 

The  Fyock  home  was  noted  for  its  hospitality  and  when 
Elizabeth  married  D.  H.  Swartz  in  1899  she  settled  on  the  old 
homestead  and  continued  to  entertain  for  the  church  and  the 
Master.  She  was  also  a  ready  and  willing  worker  in  other 
homes,  at  weddings  and  special  occasions.  It  was  the  writer's 
privilege  to  live  a  number  of  years  as  her  nearest  neighbor,  to 
know  and  to  love  her  for  her  kindness,  her  personality,  her  keen 
mind   and   interesting  life   as   a   Christian. 

No   children    came    to    bless    their    home.      Her    husband    pre- 


ceded her  in  death,  and  a  relative,  Emma  Strong,  who  made  her 
home  with  them,  also  preceded  her.  She  is  survived  by  one 
brother  and  two  sisters:  S.  L.  Fyock,  Mrs.  Sadie  Mumaw  and 
Mrs.  A.  C.  Ober,  all  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Funeral  services,  which  were  attended  by  a  very  large  con- 
course of  friends  and  relatives,  were  held  at  the  Purchase  Line 
church  in  charge  of  her  pastor,  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  assisted 
by  Bro.  E.  A.  Edwards.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Taylorsville 
cemetery.  May  her  memory  and  influence  help  others  to  carry 
on   the  work  for  the  Master. 


Indiana,  Pa. 


Mrs.   Jacob   I.  Fyock. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Bensiead-Sieinman. — Bro.  Harlow  Benstead  and  Sister  Mar- 
jorie  Steinman,  both  of  Worthington,  Minn.,  May  11,  1941,  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Worthington,  Minn.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— J.  Schechter,  Worthington,  Minn. 

Carlile-Ashby. — Donald  L.  Carlile  and  Pauline  Ashby,  both  of 
Anderson,  Ind.,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  May  9,  1941. — 
A.  P.  Musselman,  Anderson,  Ind. 

Emmeri-Benlall. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Panther  Creek 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  April  27,  Robert  Emmert  and  Doris 
Bentall. — L.  A.  Walker,  Adel,  Iowa. 

Forney-Wagoner. — Eld.  Daniel  L.  Forney  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Heck- 
man  Wagoner,  May  4,  1941,  at  Bro.  Forney's  home  in  La  Verne, 
Calif.— D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Gnagey-Flory. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Pittsburg  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  April  12,  1941,  Robert  Gnagey  of  Arcanum,  Ohio, 
and  Alyce  Flory  of  Greenville,  Ohio. — J.  B.  Gump,  New  Carlisle, 
Ohio. 

Gump-Kinsley. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Hartville  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  April  13,  1941,  Robert  Gump  of  Trotwood,  Ohio, 
and  Bette  Kinsley  of  Hartville,  Ohio. — J.  B.  Gump,  New  Carlisle, 
Ohio. 

Harms-Hilton. — May  3,  at  the  Grammar  School  auditorium, 
Charles  Harms  and  Dorothy  Hilton,  both  of  Empire,  Calif.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Niels  Esbensen,  Empire,   Calif. 

Hershey-Peppler. — Feb.  25,  1941,  in  the  Episcopal  parsonage, 
Bel  Air,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned,  Herbert  K.  Hershey  of  Dover, 
Pa.,  and  Betty  Lou  Peppier  of  York,  Pa. — M.  A.  Jacobs,  York,  Pa. 

Knee-Swariz. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Panther  Creek 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  April  13,  Leslie  B.  Knee  and  Helen  M. 
Swartz. — L.   A.  Walker,   Adel,   Iowa. 

Kreiser-Ranhauser. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Rutter  of  York,  Pa.,  Joseph  Lloyd  Kreiser  and 
Betty  Evelyn  Ranhauser,  both  of  York,  Pa. — M.  A.  Jacobs,  York, 
Pa. 

Lowry-Seefong. — By  the  undersigned,  Lyman  C.  Lowry  of  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  and  Blanch  Elnora  Seefong  of  Louisville,  Ohio,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  mother.  Sister  Loticia  Seefong,  May  9. — M.  M. 
Taylor,    Louisville,    Ohio. 

Madara-Dieizen. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Anderson  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Edward  E.  Madara  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Dietz- 
en,  April  12,  1941. — A.  P.  Musselman,  Anderson,  Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Baker,  David  J.,  was  born  Aug.  4,  1859,  and  died  March  25, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter.  Two  other  daughters,  two 
sons,  one  brother,  one  sister,  nineteen  grandchildren  and  four 
great-grandchildren  survive.  He  was  elected  deacon  in  1910. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  of  the  daughter 
and  in  the  Hanoverdale  church,  with  Bro.  Norman  Patrick  offi- 
ciating, assisted  by  Bro.  U.  L.  Gingrich.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Irene  K.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Bushong.  Amanda  B.,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1851,  and  died  April  27, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Magdalena  Bear  Brubaker.  In  1876  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Bro.  Milton  R.  Bushong,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in 
April  1932.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children.  Besides  the 
children  there  survive  two  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children. Sister  Bushong  was  a  faithful  and  consistent  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  The  physical 
weakness  of  her  later  years  only  tended  to  accentuate  the  beauty 
of  her  Christian  soul.  Her  implicit  faith  continues  to  be  a  source 
of  inspiration  to  all.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home 
and  at  the  Lititz  church  by  Elders  James  M.  Moore,  Harvey  M. 
Eberly  and  John  W.  Hevener.  Burial  was  in  the  Longenecker 
cemetery  near  Lititz. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Claar.  John  Adam,  of  the  Dunnings  Creefe  congregation,  Pa., 
died  in  Ohio  April  15,  1941,  aged  79  years*  3.  months  and  24  days. 
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His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  about  one  year  ago.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  two  brothers  and  three  sons.  Services  were  conducted 
by  the  writer  at  the  home  of  his  son,  at  the  old  home  place  near 
the  Holsinger  church,  and  burial  was  in  the  old  Mock  cemetery. 
— John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Eisenhour.  Minerva,  was  born  near  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  June  25, 
1872,  and  departed  this  life  at  the  Elkhart  General  hospital  on 
April  25,  1941.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Catherine  Roose. 
While  still  a  young  girl  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  and  in  her  quiet  unassuming 
way  lived  a  faithful  Christian  life.  She  was  anointed  April  23. 
In  1903  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ira  C.  Eisenhour,  who  de- 
parted this  life  some  years  ago.  To  this  union  were  born  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  Sister  Eisenhour  was  active  in  church 
work,  faithful  as  a  minister's  wife,  a  friend,  a  mother  and  grand- 
mother. Surviving  are  the  son,  a  daughter,  a  stepdaughter,  four 
sisters,  three  brothers  and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
at  the  West  Goshen  church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  M.  D. 
Stutsman,  S.  E.  Miller  and  Foster  Berkey.  Burial  was  in  the 
Union  Center  cemetery. — Mrs.  Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Kinsey,  Mary  Wertz,  died  April  3,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her 
niece  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  aged  87  years,  4  months  and  28  days. 
She  was  spending  the  winter  at  the  Haynes  home,  and  was  en- 
joying good  health.  She  was  ill  for  only  an  hour  or  two  before 
her  death.  Her  husband  died  ten  years  ago,  and  since  then  she 
made  her  home  with  relatives;  New  Paris  was  her  original  home. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Dunnings  Creek  congregation 
for  many  years,  and  quite  liberal  with  her  means  to  the  church 
and  its  program.  A  bit  reserved,  she  was  blessed  with  a  beau- 
tiful disposition  and  loved  by  many.  Her  body  was  brought  to 
the  New  Paris  church,  where  services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer  and  Bro.  T.  B.  Mickle,  with  burial  in  the  Shellsburg  cem- 
etery.— John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Miller,  Helen  L.  Sandaal,  well-known  resident  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley  community,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1898,  and  passed  away 
March  22,  1941,  at  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital  following  a 
brief  illness.  She  was  born  near  Nokesville,  Va.,  where  she 
spent  her  childhood  days.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  began  her  Christian 
life  by  introducing  family  worship  into  her  home.  For  thirteen 
years  she  was  engaged  in  school  teaching  and  missionary  work 
in  Greene  and  adjoining  counties  of  Virginia.  She  also  spent 
some  time  as  a  nurse  in  training  at  the  Staunton  hospital.  In  Sep- 
tember of  1929  she  married  Bro.  L.  S.  Miller  and  moved  to  Rock- 
ingham County.  She  worked  faithfully  in  the  temperance  and 
missionary  causes.  During  the  last  year  she  served  as  president  of 
the  local  W.  C.  T.  U.  and  the  sisters'  aid  society  of  the  Wakeman 
Grove  church.  Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
her  mother,  one  sister  and  one  brother.  Her  life  was  short  in 
years  but  full  of  good  works.  Funeral  services  were  held  from 
the  Pleasant  Run  church  with  Bro.  B.  S.  Landis  and  associate 
ministers  officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Bridgewater  cemetery.— 
Olive  Flory,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Morrison,  A.  Edward,  was  born  Dec.  20,  1918,  and  died  May  2, 
1941.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  child,  father,  mother,  three  brothers 
and  six  sisters.  At  a  saw  mill  he  was  thrown  on  the  saw  by  a 
piece  of  lumber  and  his  body  was  severely  cut.  He  was  conscious 
for  two  hours,  then  died  on  the  operating  table.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  any  church.  Services  by  the  writer  were  in  the 
Bethel  church  of  the  Markleysburg  congregation.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — B.  B.  Ludwick,  Markleysburg,  Pa. 

Mow,  Elizabeth  Swihart,  died  May  8,  1941,  forty-two  days  after 
she  and  her  husband  had  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anni- 
versary. She  was  born  in  Indiana,  Feb.  8,  1868.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  March  24,  1889,  to  J.  K.  Mow.  In  that  same  year  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  1907  the  family 
moved  to  Montana.  They  were  the  oldest  of  the  remaining  pio- 
neers of  the  Froid  community.  Sister  Mow  had  been  in  poor 
health  for  some  time  and  peacefully  slept  away  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter  in  Froid.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  two  sons,  two 
daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  two 
brothers  and  one  sister.  Services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed at  the  Congregational  church  in  Froid. — Mark  W.  Ems- 
wiler,  Poplar,  Mont. 

Oakes,  John  Frederick,  passed  away  May  2,  1941,  at  the  home 
of  his  daughter  in  Martinsburg,  Pa.  He  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  some  time,  but  became  seriously  ill  only  a  few  days 
before  his  death.  He  was  born  at  Henrietta  on  Oct.  15,  1858,  the 
son  of  Christian  and  Margaret  Emeigh  Oakes.  On  Oct.  16,  1880, 
he  was  married  to  Harriet  Ritchey,  who  passed  away  in  1937.  He 
was  the  last  member  of  his  immediate  family.  He  is  survived  by 
four  sons  and  three  daughters,  thirty-five  grandchildren  and 
twenty-three  great-grandchildren.  The  funeral  service  was  held 
in  the  Memorial  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  The  pastor,  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman,  officiated,  assisted  by 
Bro.  G.  S.  Batzel  of  Everett.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview 
cemetery,   Martinsburg. — Mrs.   Ray    Miller,    Martinsburg,   Pa. 

Ober,  Sadie  Adella,  was  born  Nov.  29,  1875,  in  Noble  County, 
Ind.,  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  Analyza  Gump  Pepple.  On  July 
4,  1897,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  David  Ober,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  Aug.  10,  1931.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  one  daughter  dying  in  infancy.  She 
shared    the    blessings    of    her   home    with    two    foster    daughters. 


On  March  17  she  became  ill  and  was  bedfast  until  the  time  of 
her  death  on  May  3.  Besides  the  children  there  survive  three 
brothers,  two  sisters,  one  foster  sister  and  seven  grandchildren. 
She  was  active  for  many  years  as  a  Sunday-school  teacher  and 
always  filled  her  place  in  any  capacity  in  which  she  could  pro- 
mote the  Master's  work. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Smith,   Garrett,  Ind. 

Overholt,  Aaron,  son  of  Samuel  and  Amanda  Overholt,  was 
born  April  27,  1872,  near  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  May  4,  1941.  His  first  wife,  Sarah  Swove- 
land  Penrod  Overholt,  died  Dec.  29,  1928.  In  1931  he  married 
Catherine  Brooks,  who  survives.  Besides  his  companion,  he 
leaves  two  sons,  five  grandchildren,  a  brother,  a  sister  and  two 
stepdaughters.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren since  early  manhood.  Funeral  services  in  charge  of  the 
writer  were  held  in  the  Maple  Grove  church,  with  burial  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — William  Brubaker,  New  Paris,  Ind. 

Peck,  Mary,  wife  of  John  D.  Peck,  died  at  the  Peck  farm  home 
at  Maple  Glen  April  8,  1941,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  several 
years.  She  was  born  March  21,  1899,  at  Vim  near  Meyersdale, 
Pa.,  the  daughter  of  Milton  A.  and  Emma  Vought  Fike.  Prior 
to  her  marriage  she  was  a  schoolteacher.  She  had  been  confined 
to  her  bed  for  several  months.  She  passed  quietly  away  while 
her  husband  was  reading  the  Twenty-third  Psalm  to  her.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  three  children,  her  parents  and  four 
sisters.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Maple  Glen  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  where  the  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  A. 
Jay  Replogle.  Interment  was  in  the  Union  cemetery  at  Meyers- 
dale,  Pa. — Mrs.  Ruth  Lohr,  Springs,  Pa. 

Ransboliom,  Margaret  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Stoley,  was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  April  12,  1860,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  April  28,  1941.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  M.  L.  Ransbottom  sixty-two  years  ago.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  sons  and  five  daughters;  the  husband  and 
one  daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  Sister  Ransbottom  and  her 
husband  and  oldest  daughter  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  about  forty-eight  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  County  Line  church.  Interment 
was  in  the  Liberty  Chapel  cemetery. — J.  L.  Guthrie,  La  Fayette, 
Ohio. 

Rinehart,  Charles  Franklin,  son  of  Daniel  D.  and  Rachel  Rine- 
hart,  was  born  July  2,  1869,  near  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and 
died  March  9,  1941.  His  lingering  illness  of  several  years  was 
borne  with  patience  and  Christian  fortitude.  On  Dec.  31,  1900, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Martha  Paddock,  and  to  this 
union  were  born  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  November 
1935  he  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and 
to  this  faith  he  remained  true.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  his 
children,  four  grandchildren  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Brick  church,  with  Bro.  O.  D.  Werking  in 
charge.  Burial  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mary  Dutro,  Hag- 
erstown,   Ind. 

Shriver,  Frank  Thomas,  aged  73  years,  died  very  suddenly  of 
a  heart  attack  on  April  15,  1941,  at  his  home  near  Union  Bridge, 
Md.  He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  several  years.  When  he 
was  four  years  old  his  father  died  and  he  was  placed  in  an 
orphan's  home.  He  was  soon  taken  to  the  home  of  a  farmer 
where  he  lived  for  many  years  and  did  work  that  was  too  heavy 
for  a  boy.  He  received  his  education  in  the  school  of  hard 
knocks,  having  attended  school  only  a  few  months  of  his  life. 
By  the  assistance  of  his  faithful  wife  he  learned  to  read  as  well 
as  the  average  person.  On  Nov.  23,  1890,  he  was  married  to  Bar- 
bara Ellen  Kregle,  who  preceded  him  in  death  two  years  ago. 
He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Sept.  17,  1889.  He 
became  active  in  Sunday-school  and  church  work,  serving  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  a  number  of  years.  He  had 
no  children  of  his  own  but  he  loved  children  and  they  loved 
him.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  old  people  and  for  several 
years  he  assisted  the  home  department  superintendent  in  making 
the  quarterly  visits.  He  was  elected  to  the  deacon's  office  May 
11,  1919.  No  work  was  too  hard  for  him.  He  was  as  happy  in 
making  a  cement  walk  for  the  church  as  in  teaching  a  Sunday- 
school  class.  He  will  be  remembered  for  his  kind  words  and 
his  good  deeds.  Funeral  services  in  the  church  in  Union  Bridge 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  John  J.  John,  assisted  by  Bro.  Joseph 
Bowman.  Interment  was  in  the  Pipe  Creek  cemetery. — Helen  P. 
McDaniel,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Tombaugh.  John  Clark,  son  of  Jacob  and  Clementine  Tom- 
baugh,  was  born  May  21,  1884,  in  Gratiot  County,  Mich.,  and 
passed  away  April  8,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  brother  in  Lansing. 
He  had  been  ill  for  nearly  two  years;  a  final  illness  kept  him  con- 
fined at  home  for  seven  weeks.  He  suffered  severely,  but  bore 
his  suffering  patiently.  The  anointing  service  gave  him  added 
courage  and  hope.  Surviving  are  his  aged  mother,  three  sisters 
and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Eld.  L.  H.  Prowant.  Interment  was  in 
the  Marting  cemetery. — Hiram  W.  Peters,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Treisch.  Lydia  Ann,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  Bordner,  was 
born  Feb.  11,  1863,  and  died  March  12,  1941.  She  lived  in  this 
community  for  fifty  years.  She  was  the  wife  of  John  Treisch, 
who  died  March  11,  1898.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  for  many  years,  faithful  in  attendance  as  long  as 
health  permitted.  She  is  survived  by  three  children,  a  brother, 
a  sister  and  two  grandchildren.     Funeral  services  were  held  in 
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the  Union  Center  church  by  Bro.  David  Metzler  and  the  under- 
signed. Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — David  Miller, 
Nappanee,  Ind. 

Umberger,  Mary  Elizabeth,  widow  of  William  Umberger,  died 
April  29,  1941,  and  was  buried  on  her  eighty-second  birthday. 
Two  sons,  two  stepsons,  nineteen  grandchildren  and  seventeen 
great-grandchildren  survive.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Hanoverdale  church,  of  which  she  was  a  loyal  and  consistent 
member  for  many  years.  Brethren  Thomas  Patrick  and  U.  L. 
Gingrich  officiated,  assisted  by  Brethren  H.  J.  Frysinger,  Nor- 
man Patrick  and  Frank  Carper.  Burial  took  place  in  the  ad- 
joining  cemetery. — Irene   K.   Frysinger,   Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Will,  Samuel  G.,  was  born  near  Timberville,  Va.,  Feb.  26,  1876, 
and  died  at  his  home  near  Dayton,  Va.,  on  March  4,  1941.  He 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Annie  Jones  Will.  At  an  early  age  he 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle  near  Timberville,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1896  when  he  married  Sallie  Virginia  Holler.  For 
some  years  they  resided  in  Shenandoah  County.  Later  he  moved 
to  the  farm  near  Dayton  where  hs  resided  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  well-known  farmer,  livestock  dealer  and  dairy- 
man. He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Sur- 
viving are  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  three  brothers  and  a 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Rosenberger  funeral 
home,  with  Bro.  W.  F.  Flory  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the 
Bridgewater   cemetery. — Olive   Flory,   Harrisonburg,   Va. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Los  Angeles,  Calvary. — On  March  2  our  choir  gave  a  musical 
program  at  the  Glendale  church  under  the  direction  of  Grace 
and  Charles  Mahin.  On  March  7  a  convert  from  the  Union  Res- 
cue Mission  gave  his  testimony,  followed  by  a  number  of  ear- 
nest testimonies  by  members  of  the  congregation.  Pastor  G.  O. 
Stutsman  has  a  regular  appointment  the  fourth  Wednesday  of 
the  month  at  the  mission.  A  young  married  people's  class  has 
been  organized  with  Waldo  Tindall  as  teacher.  The  deputation 
team  from  La  Verne,  with  Bro.  Frank  Howell,  was  again  wel- 
comed. A  box  social,  clearing  $25,  was  sponsored  by  the  men's 
organization.  The  evangelistic  committee  with  the  pastor  and 
Burton  Forney,  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  conducted 
pre-Easter  services  in  each  of  the  Sunday-school  departments. 
Seven  were  baptized  on  Easter  Sunday.  Easter  sunrise  services 
were  followed  by  a  breakfast  prepared  by  the  men  of  the 
church,  with  Oliver  Palmer  president.  Consecration  of  children 
was  held  during  the  morning  services.  A  musical  program  by 
the  choir  assisted  by  guest  soloists  was  given  at  the  vesper 
services.  On  April  20  Frank  Crumpacker  gave  an  interesting 
message  on  his  experiences  in  China.  Mrs.  Stutsman  enter- 
tained the  older  women  of  the  church  at  the  parsonage  at  a  pot- 
luck  luncheon.  Each  woman  was  presented  with  a  corsage,  and 
an  enjoyable  afternoon  was  spent  looking  at  old  pictures  and 
snapshots  brought  by  the  guests.  On  May  3  it  was  our  privilege 
to  entertain  the  girls  of  the  district  at  their  annual  conference 
with  Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer,  girls'  camp  director.  Camp  pictures 
were  shown  after  lunch.  The  homebuilders,  with  Mrs.  Sylvia 
Lentz  director,  have  arranged  for  a  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet May  9.  Five  letters  have  been  received. — Ethel  C.  Smith, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  May  7. 

Canada 
First  Irricana. — At  Eastertide  both  Brethren  churches  and  the 
Irricana  United  church  joined  in  union  meetings.  The  first 
gathering  was  held  April  9.  Our  young  people  presented  a  play, 
Blessed  Are  They,  which  showed  the  religious  problems  of  an 
average  family.  Bro.  McCune  brought  a  short  sermon  and  a 
mixed  quartet  sang.  On  April  10  Rev.  Hinchey  spoke  and  a  male 
quartet  from  the  German  United  church  was  with  us.  On  Friday 
night  our  young  people  gave  an  inspiring  play,  The  Things  That 
Are  Caesar's,  a  Biblical  drama  bringing  out  the  trials  of  a  young 
Roman  soldier  and  the  glorious  sacrifice  he  made.  Bro.  Harold 
K.  Michael  directed  both  plays.  A  choir  of  the  three  churches 
sang  several  beautiful  Easter  hymns.  Communion  for  the  Breth- 
ren churches  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  in  the  Second  Irri- 
cana church.  Because  of  unfavorable  weather  only  a  few  could 
attend  this  sacred  gathering.  On  Sunday  evening  the  three 
churches  met  in  the  United  church,  with  Bro.  Michael  as  speaker. 
Our  young  people  have  long  planned  to  build  a  railing  about  the 
church  altar.  With  the  help  of  our  pastor  and  wife  this  was 
completed  by  Easter.  The  wine-colored  velvet  hangings  lend  a 
definite  spiritual  atmosphere.  From  April  14  to  20  Brother  and 
Sister  Michael  spent  a  week  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Arrowwood.  Our  pastor  spent  the  next  two  weeks  working 
with  our  brethren  at  different  points  in  Saskatchewan.  He  re- 
ports a  fine  spirit  and  eager  enthusiasm  among  our  isolated 
members.  Bro.  J.  Crawford  conducted  the  services  April  20,  and 
Bro.  David  Beard,  April  27.  Our  first  evening  meeting  for  the 
summer  was  held  May  4.  During  the  season  the  young  people 
will  have  their  meetings  immediately  following  the  church  serv- 
ices.— Ruth  Beard,  Airdrie,  Alta.,   Canada,  May  9. 

Oregon 

Portland. — On  Feb.  7  the  teacher  training  class  for  children's 
teachers  of  the  city  met  in  our  church.     The  aid  society  served 


luncheon  to  one  hundred  twenty-four  at  the  noon  hour.  On 
Feb.  9  the  missionary  committee  presented  a  program,  consisting 
of  a  missionary  playlet,  Asleep  in  Zion,  a  pantomime,  chalk 
pictures  and  music;  an  offering  for  missions  was  taken.  On  the 
first  Sunday  in  March  two  young  ladies  were  baptized  by  the 
pastor.  On  March  9  the  Portland  church  entertained  the  Sun- 
day-school convention  and  young  people's  rally  of  the  five  north- 
ern churches  in  Oregon.  There  was  a  good  attendance  and  an 
interesting  program  was  given.  Bro.  Frank  Howell,  fieldman  for 
La  Verne  College,  gave  us  two  splendid  addresses.  On  March  30 
Bill  Finley  of  Washington  was  with  us  in  the  interest  of  Civilian 
Public  Service  and  work  camps.  The  Portland  council  of 
churches  and  the  council  for  prevention  of  war  are  gathering 
clothing  to  be  shipped  to  China  for  relief  work.  In  March  they 
shipped  two  tons  of  clothing.  Our  church  is  co-operating  in  the 
gathering  of  clothing,  using  our  church  building  for  storage  until 
shipments  are  made.  Any  church  can  ship  clothing  to  our  pas- 
tor and  it  will  be  included  in  the  shipments.  We  had  a  week  of 
pre-Easter  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Hatton.  There  were 
good  interest  and  attendance.  At  the  Easter  morning  service  the 
missionary  offering  amounted  to  $41.84.  We  held  a  candlelight 
communion  service  on  Easter  Sunday  evening.  At  the  present 
time  we  are  redecorating  the  church  basement,  the  aid  society 
furnishing  the  materials  and  the  men  of  the  church  doing  the 
work.  Mother's  Day  will  be  observed  with  a  sermon  by  the  pas- 
tor in  the  morning  and  a  program  by  the  Home  Builders'  class 
in  the  evening. — Mrs.  H.  G.  Shank,  Portland,  Oregon,  April  28. 

Pennsylvania 

Harrisburg. — At  the  church  council  on  April  1,  our  elder,  Bro. 
R.  W.  Schlosser,  presiding,  Bro.  William  G.  Willoughby  was 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  Brethren  Henry  King  and  Norman  K. 
Musser  represented  the  district  ministerial  board.  Raising  the 
assessment  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  was  referred  to 
the  finance  committee.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser,  who  will  serve  as 
a  member  of  a  board  at  Annual  Conference,  graciously  consented 
to  serve  as  a  delegate  from  our  congregation.  Delegates  chosen 
to  represent  our  church  at  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  at 
Hatfield,  Pa.,  were  Sister  H.  B.  Heisey,  Bro.  Wm.  Trimmer  and 
Sister  E.  M.  Byrem.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  18.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  reported  that  ten  were  received  by 
letter  and  three  by  confession  of  faith  since  Oct.  1.  The  young 
people  of  our  church  were  awarded  the  banner  for  the  best 
Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  of  Dauphin  County  in  a 
three  months'  contest  promoted  by  the  Youth  Division  of  the 
Council  of  Christian  Education  of  Greater  Harrisburg  and 
Dauphin  County.  The  young  people  are  directed  by  Brethren 
Ray  L.  Fyock,  adviser,  and  E.  M.  Byrem,  teacher.  We  are 
happy  for  the  fine  interest  our  young  people  take  in  all  our 
services.  On  Palm  Sunday  we  observed  decision  day;  seven  from 
the  church  school  accepted  Jesus  Christ  and  one  was  received 
by  letter.  On  Easter  Day  the  children  of  the  church  school  pre- 
sented a  program  to  the  adult  department,  and  the  choir  pre- 
sented the  Easter  story  in  song. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem,  Camp  Hill, 
Pa.,   May  5. 

Ligonier. — We  had  a  community  Good  Friday  service  in  the 
United  Brethren  church  and  an  Easter  sunrise  service  in  our 
church.  On  Easter  morning  the  children  gave  a  program  at  the 
preaching  hour.  On  April  14  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhoads  of  Berlin,  Pa., 
began  a  two  weeks'  service  that  closed  with  a  largely  attended 
love  feast.  We  have  organized  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  with  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  Daniel  Wolford  as  adult  advisers.    Our  young  people  are 


"ALL  ABOARD  for  La  Verne!" 

Very  soon  now,  train  callers  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  shouting,  "All  aboard  for  La  Verne!"  and 
very  soon  the  beautiful  new  Southern  Pacific  station 
in  Pomona,  Calif.,  will  be  a  bee  hive  of  activity,  for 
that  will  be  the  end  of  the  line  for  many  of  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  National  Confer- 
ence opening  on  June  18,  and  especially  those  delegates 
from  the  East  and  Middle  West. 

"The  Friendly  Californian,"  the  popular  train  of  the 
Rock  Island  and  Southern  Pacific,  runs  daily  from  Chi- 
cago to  California  over  the  Phoenix  direct  low  altitude 
route.  There  is  no  more  delightful  or  comfortable  way 
to  travel  across  the  country,  and  this  famous  economy 
train,  "The  Californian,"  will  give  the  best  of  every- 
thing,   and   at   minimum   cost. 

Pomona  is  a  natural  rail  gateway  to  La  Verne,  which 
is  but  a  few  miles  distant,  and  there  will  be  no  trans- 
portation problem  involved  in  taking  delegates  arriv- 
ing at  Pomona  over  to  La  Verne,  for  that  has  all  been 
arranged. 

So,  it's  "All  Aboard  for  La  Verne,  via  Pomona  on  the 
Southern  Pacific's  Friendly  Californian." 

W.  E.  Campbell,  Traveling  Passenger  Agent 
Pomona,  Calif. 
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also   becoming   interested   in    choir   work. — Mrs.   W.    E.   Wolford, 
Ligonier,  Pa.,  May   14. 

Maple  Glen. — On  April  9  a  group  of  about  thirty  young  people 
directed  by  Pastor  A.  Jay  Replogle  gave  a  cantata,  King  of  Glory. 
Some  of  the  members  of  the  Springs  Mennonite  church  helped 
to  give  this  program.  Our  business  meeting  was  held  April  6,  at 
which  time  we  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  June  15  with  meet- 
ings the  previous  week.  Bro.  William  Kinsey  from  New  Wind- 
sor, Md.,  is  expected  to  be  with  us.  A  representative  from  Juni- 
ata College  brought  a  very  inspiring  message  to  our  congrega- 
tion on  Juniata  day.  On  May  5  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  us  a 
splendid  message.  On  May  11  a  group  of  student  volunteers  of 
Juniata  College  presented  a  very  good  program  at  our  church. 
On  May  4  our  pastor  spoke  on  Brethren  in  Christian  Service. — 
Mrs.  Ruth  Lohr,   Springs,  Pa.,   May  10. 

Shamokin. — All  Easter  services,  including  a  sunrise  service, 
were  well  attended.  Our  young  people  are  now  preparing  a 
Mother's  Day  program.  The  spring  council  meeting  and  love 
feast  will  be  held  May  24,  25.  Delegates  to  the  district  meeting 
held  April  30  and  May  1  at  Hatfield  were  Mrs.  Ruth  Reedy  Reitz 
and  Mrs.  Ruth  Kerstetter.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  A.  Nedrow,  has 
tendered  his  resignation  and  expects  to  leave  in  August. — Desna 
Weikel,   Shamokin,   Pa.,   May   1. 

Sipesville. — After  faithful  service  as  pastor  and  elder  for  six 
years  Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  was  called  to  another  pastorate 
April  1.  The  vacancy  was  immediately  filled  by  Bro.  Cecil  O. 
Showalter,  who  came  from  Luray,  Va.  Our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil on  April  16,  with  Bro.  Charles  Blough,  elder  in  charge.  It  was 
decided  that  the  church  would  not  send  a  delegate  to  Annual 
Conference  this  year.  Because  of  the  increasing  importance  of 
the  use  of  a  baptismal  certificate  in  business  and  and  government 
interests  it  was  decided  that  the  pastor  shall  see  that  proper 
certificates  be  given  to  all  new  members.  Bro.  Blough  pre- 
sented the  plan  of  removing  the  debt  on  the  Old  Folks'  Home  and 
asked  the  church  to  support  the  work.  The  church  appointed 
the  local  ministerial  board  to  study  the  matter.  It  was  decided 
that  Pastor  Showalter  should  hold  our  revival  meeting  next  fall. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  very  active  and  gave  a  good  report.  In 
February  the  ladies'  aid  sponsored  a  drive  to  reduce  the  parson- 
age debt;  as  a  result  the  church  raised  $739.  Bro.  Blough  con- 
ducted the  installation  services  for  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Showalter, 
in  whose  honor  a  reception  was  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
church  immediately  following  the  council.  Our  pastor  conducted 
a  week  of  pre-Easter  meetings  with  an  attendance  of  1,398  peo- 
ple. Six  were  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  well  attended  on 
Easter  Sunday  evening.  Interest  is  growing  in  a  series  of  nine 
Sunday  evening  sermons  by  the  pastor  on  youth  and  marriage 
problems.  The  devotionals  at  those  meetings  are  in  charge  of 
our  young  people,  who  have  well-prepared  programs.  Church 
activities  scheduled  for  the  future  are  a  workers'  conference  of 
all  church  school  teachers  and  officers,  a  mother  and  daughter 
banquet,  a  Mother's  Day  consecration  service  for  children  and 
a  daily  vacation  Bible  school;  the  latter  will  be  held  some 
time  in  June.  In  addition  to  the  six  persons  uniting  with  the 
church  at  Easter  six  more  await  the  rite. — O.  P.  Thomas,  Sipes- 
ville,  Pa.,   May   5. 

Summit  Mills. — The  revival  services  conducted  by  Bro.  C.  D. 
Brendlinger  closed  May  2.  His  messages  were  inspiring  and 
helpful,  and  much  interest  was  shown.  Eight  persons  have  re- 
quested baptism;  four  have  been  baptized.  Our  church  and 
Sunday-school  attendance  has  been  encouraging  during  the  win- 
ter months.  Our  pulpit  is  being  filled  by  visiting  ministers  at 
present.  Bro.  Brendlinger,  while  conducting  the  revival,  vis- 
ited in  many  homes  in  our  community. — N.  C.  Gnagey,  Meyers- 
dale,  Pa.,  May  5. 

Waynesboro. — For  ten  Wednesday  evenings  beginning  Jan.  29 
we  co-operated  with  the  union  Christian  preaching  mission, 
which  attracted  a  large  crowd  each  night.  Bro.  Clyde  Horst  of 
Elizabethtown  delivered  the  message  on  Feb.  19.  Our  leadership 
training  class,  which  studied  My  Christian  Beliefs  under  the 
leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  had  an  average 
attendance  of  twenty-one.  On  Feb.  16  the  a  cappella  choir  of 
Juniata  College  gave  a  sacred  concert,  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
March  9  the  men's  chorus  of  Messiah  Bible  College  of  Grantham, 
Pa.,  gave  a  concert  in  the  church  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Christian  Youth  Council.  On  the  evening  of  April  8  our  choir 
and  the  choir  of  the  Christ  Reformed  church  of  Hagerstown,  Md.t 
presented  the  oratorio,  Olivet  to  Calvary.  Later  in  the  week 
they  presented  it  in  the  Reformed  church  at  Hagerstown.  Look- 
ing forward  to  decision  day  on  Palm  Sunday,  our  Sunday-school 
teachers  co-operated  by  special  teaching  in  their  classes  on  two 
consecutive  Sunday  mornings.  There  were  five  decisions  for 
Christ  at  our  worship  service  on  that  day.  Eight  have  recently 
been  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  April  10  with  our 
pastor  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  James  Widdowson  of  York 
and  Brethren  H.  C.  Muck,  W.  C.  Wertz  and  Earl  Snader  of  our 
local  church.  Private  communion  was  given  by  Bro.  Ziegler 
to  twenty  persons,  one  of  whom  passed  away  a  few  days  there- 
after. At  our  recent  business  meeting  our  pastor  was  elected 
delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  It  was  decided  to  begin  our  Sunday 
morning  worship  service  during  the  summer  at  10:30  instead 
of  10:45.  Our  Sunday  school,  which  will  begin  as  usual  at  9:30, 
will  end  its  session  fifteen  minutes  earlier  by  omitting  the  clos- 


ing worship  service.  At  our  mother  and  daughter  luncheon  on 
May  2  Mrs.  Daryl  M.  Parker,  missionary  on  furlough  from  China, 
gave  a  helpful  address  on  Home  Relations.  In  our  church  serv- 
ices yesterday  recognition  was  given  to  national  boys  and  girls' 
week  by  having  our  young  people  lead  in  the  worship  services 
of  the  church  and  serve  as  ushers.  National  music  week  was 
observed  last  evening  by  singing  many  familiar  hymns. — Sudie 
M.   Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,   May  6. 

Texas 

Waka. — The  work  is  progressing  under  the  able  leadership  of 
our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Dan  L.  Blickenstaff.  Our 
attendance  has  greatly  improved  since  the  coming  of  warmer 
weather.  The  building  of  a  parsonage  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted in  June.  All  of  the  work  on  it  thus  far  has  been  donated. 
The  local  Brethren  Service  work  is  going  forward  with  Bro. 
Ray  G.  Burger  as  chairman;  our  share  of  support  has  been 
collected  and  sent  in.  The  young  people  have  a  splendid  pro- 
gram prepared  for  the  sectional  conference  which  meets  here 
May  31.  Our  Easter  Sunday  morning  worship  service  was  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor.  Bro.  P.  E.  Rhine,  from  Liberal,  Kans.,  de- 
livered the  evening  sermon,  which  was  inspiring  and  appreci- 
ated. Since  our  last  report  three  groups,  adults,  young  people 
and  intermediates,  have  been  organized.  These  groups  meet  on 
Sunday  evening  and  discuss  various  problems.  Our  annual 
birthday  banquet,  sponsored  by  the  women's  work  group,  netted 
$24  in  offerings  and  was  a  very  enjoyable  occasion.  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Stump  is  superintendent  of  our  newly-organized  cradle  roll.  Our 
pastor  is  sending  the  church  bulletins  to  non-resident  members 
once  each  month.  In  March  Sister  Bertha  Frantz  from  Guthrie, 
Okla.,  conducted  a  two  weeks'  course  in  Bible  study  and  teacher 
training.  Nine  completed  the  course,  which  was  very  helpful. 
— Harry  T.  Miller,  Waka,  Texas,  May  5. 

Virginia 

Siaunlon. — On  Feb.  23  the  women's  department  of  the  church 
had  a  "cherry  tree"  program,  serving  cherry  pie  and  ice  cream. 
A  goodly  sum  of  money  was  realized  through  this  effort.  During 
the  month  of  March  Bro.  S.  Loren  Bowman,  peace  director  of  the 
Second  District,  gave  us  a  splendid  talk  on  the  peace  principles 
of  the  church.  On  the  evenings  of  March  27  and  April  3  we 
were  privileged  to  hear  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater  College 
in  several  lectures  on  Christ's  teaching  on  peace.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  March  30  Prof.  Nelson  Huffman,  assisted  by  the  men's 
glee  club  of  Bridgewater,  favored  us  with  a  very  fine  musical 
program.  On  April  6  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  splendid  play  en- 
titled The  Unlighted  Cross.  Mrs.  Lois  Cline  and  Miss  Eva  Lee 
Lotts  were  delegates  to  our  district  meeting.  Beginning  June  8, 
our  series  of  meetings  will  be  conducted  by  Bro.  Merlin  Garber 
of  Champaign,  111.  He  is  the  son  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  C.  Garber. 
Prof.  Nelson  T.  Huffman  will  have  charge  of  the  music  during 
these  meetings. — Anna  Flory,  Staunton,  Va.,  May  1. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois 

May     31,     7:30     pm.     Panther 

Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Cherry  Grove. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 

Indiana 

May  31,  New  Salem. 

May     31,     7:30     pm,     Kilbuck 

church,  Antioch. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
May  31,  7:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
June  4,  8  pm,  Baugo. 
June  7,  7  pm,  Michigan  City. 
June  8,  Pleasant  Hill. 
June   11,  8  pm,  Wakarusa. 
June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Iowa 

June  1,  Brooklyn. 
June   1,   Spring   Creek. 
June  1,  7  pm,  Union  Ridge. 
June  1,  8  pm,  Dallas  Center. 
June  5,  7:30  pm,  Prairie  City. 

Maryland 
June  7,  4  pm,  Long  Green  Val- 
ley. 


Michigan 

June  7,  10  am.  New  Haven. 
June   22,   10:30   am.   Crystal. 

Minnesota 

June  8,  Worthington. 
June    14,   Guthrie. 

Ohio 

May  31,  7  pm,  Eversole. 
June  1,  Olivet. 
June  1,  7:30  pm,  Salem. 
June  7,  8  pm,  Defiance. 
June  8,  Pleasant  Center. 
June   8,   7:45   pm,    West   Alex- 
andria. 

Pennsylvania 

May  31,  Lower  Claar. 

May  31,   1:30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 

May  31,  2  pm,  Akron. 

May  31,  7  pm.  Mechanic  Grove. 

May  31,  June  1,  10  am,  Antie- 

tam,  Prices  Creek. 
June  1,  Boiling  Springs. 
June  1,  2:30  pm.  Marsh  Creek. 
June  1,  6:30  pm,  Middle  Creek. 
June     4,     5,     Kreider     house, 

White  Oak. 
June  7,  2:30  pm,  Mingo. 
June   8,   7   pm,   Beachdale. 
June  15,  6:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek, 

Bethel   house. 
June  15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 
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Washington 

Omak. — Since  our  last  report  seven  men  and  boys  have  been 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism,  among  them  a  father  and  three 
of  his  sons.  On  March  29  and  30  Elders  Jay  Eller  and  Noble 
Deardorff  were  with  us;  we  had  a  fellowship  dinner  at  the  church 
and  at  the  afternoon  service  Bro.  Roger  Breshears,  youngest  son 
of  our  departed  Eld.  B.  E.  Breshears,  was  licensed  to  the  min- 
istry. Bro.  Luther  Shatto  has  been  elected  to  serve  as  our  elder. 
Our  pre-Easter  services  were  Spirit-led  and  inspiring;  the  sun- 
rise service  was  well  attended;  breakfast  was  served  at  the 
church.  Bro.  Shatto  preached  the  morning  sermon,  and  in  the 
evening  a  good  program  was  presented  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On 
April  23  Bro.  Paul  Longenecker  and  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager,  re- 
gional directors,  showed  the  church's  responsibility  to  those  who 
are  called  to  the  camps.  We  had  our  love  feast  on  April  26,  with 
about  sixty  present,  including  Brother  and  Sister  Verne  Stern 
and  Bro.  Bontrager  and  family  from  Ellisforde.  Both  of  these 
brethren  brought  us  messages  which  were  much  appreciated. — 
Mrs.  Florence  I.  Breshears,  Omak,  Wash.,  April  30. 

Richland  Valley. — April  29  ended  Bro.  Ralph  Rarick's  two 
weeks'  campaign  in  our  church.  It  was  a  most  inspirational  and 
helpful  meeting  and  the  church  has  felt  a  spiritual  growth  and 
enrichment  because  of  the  fine  messages  received.  Five  were 
baptized.  Previous  to  this,  Pastor  E.  L.  Whisler  baptized  five. 
Our  communion  held  on  April  26  was  well  attended.  Bro.  Rarick 
officiated.  A  fellowship  dinner  and  all-day  meeting  was  enjoyed 
on  April  27.  Our  Easter  sunrise  service  on  Roe's  hill  in  charge  of 
the  young  people's  class  was  well  attended.  Our  monthly  mu- 
sical program  was  given  Easter  emphasis.  From  the  proceeds  of 
a  Christmas  card  sale  the  young  people's  department  has  pur- 
chased new  Bibles  for  the  use  of  the  Sunday  school  and  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  Bro.  Whisler  gave  an  impressive  dedication  service  for 
the  new  benches  which  were  used  for  the  first  time  on  April  6. 
We  have  been  making  improvements  on  the  church  grounds. 
The  ladies'  aid  and  the  Homebuilders  class  planted  shrubbery 
and  had  a  clean-up  day  for  the  outside  and  inside  of  the  church. 
The  young  people's  class  has  raised  funds  for  a  bell  for  the 
church.  The  Homebuilders  class  sponsored  a  pie  social  to  help 
towards  their  project  of  building  the  belfry.  Twenty  new  chairs 
have  been  purchased  for  the  choir  loft.  On  May  9  the  ladies' 
aid  sponsored  mother  and  daughter  night.  The  program  of 
tableaux  and  songs  was  enjoyed  by  all;  refreshments  were 
served.  We  have  had  a  steady  growth  and  interest  in  the  work 
here. — Mrs.  Harry  Steele,  Ajlune,  Wash.,  May  10. 

Tacoma. — During  the  month  of  March  the  church  letters  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Click  and  children  were  read  and  accepted. 


Recently  Bro.  Paul  Longenecker  and  Sister  Maude  Gregory  were 
here  to  conduct  a  discussion  concerning  home  life.  On  March  19 
the  church  held  its  quarterly  council.  On  March  16  five  young 
people  were  baptized.  From  April  6  to  Easter  Sunday  Sister 
Icy  Click  directed  pre-Easter  meetings.  Before  the  meetings 
started  Sister  Click  and  a  group  of  young  people  canvassed  the 
district  around  the  church.  Mrs.  Musser  has  been  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  ladies'  aid.  On  April  9  there  was  a  mother  and 
daughter  tea,  the  program  consisting  of  devotions,  a  reading, 
special  songs,  and  an  address  by  Sister  Maude  Gregory. — Mrs. 
Milton   Massey,  Jr.,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  April  30. 

West  Virginia 

Elkins. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has  in- 
creased during  the  past  two  months.  From  April  6  to  13  our 
pastor  conducted  pre-Easter  services  which  recalled  the  events 
of  Passion  Week,  illustrated  with  pictures.  At  our  special  dis- 
trict conference  at  Junior  on  April  3  Bro.  V.  L.  Bennett  and 
Edith  M.  Scrogum  served  as  delegates,  and  many  of  our  mem- 
bers were  present.  On  May  4  Bro.  Ernest  Corley  of  Beverly 
gave  us  his  first  sermon  on  his  birthday.  On  May  11  Bro.  W.  J. 
Row  of  Junior,  chairman  of  the  district  ministerial  board,  gave 
us  a  good  Mother's  Day  sermon.  Robert  Byrd,  our  district  field 
worker,  will  be  with  us  May  18.  Bro.  A.  C.  Auvil  of  Independ- 
ence, secretary  of  our  district  mission  board,  will  preach  for  us 
on  May  25.— Edith  M.   Scrogum,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  May.   12. 

Oakvale. — We  organized  our  Sunday  school  on  April  13.  The 
officers  elected  were:  superintendent,  Harvey  Akers;  Bible 
teacher,  Charlie  Ingram;  young  people's  teacher,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Shumate;  beginner  teacher,  Louise  Shumate;  primary  teacher, 
Mrs.  Sherman  Booth;  secretary,  Evelyn  Brown. — Fannie  Wim- 
mer,  Oakvale,  W.  Va.,  May  12. 

Old  Furnace. — At  our  recent  council  meeting  the  following 
election  was  effected:  elder,  Jesse  W.  Whitacre;  Messenger  agent, 
the  ladies'  aid;  Messenger  correspondent,  Ruth  Whitacre;  peace 
representative,  Jesse  W.  Whitacre.  The  building  committee  was 
continued.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  finished  a  "name"  quilt  and  has 
been  having  interesting  meetings.  They  sponsored  the  play,  The 
House  on  the  Sand,  given  on  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day.  We 
plan  to  give  the  play  in  near-by  churches  that  may  desire  it. 
Bro.  Frank  Nies  from  near  Reading,  Pa.,  brought  us  an  interest- 
ing Mother's  Day  message  in  the  morning  services.  We  are 
planning  an  all-day  children's  day  service  for  the  third  Sunday 
of  June.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  which  begins 
June  16,  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing. — Mrs.  Jesse 
W.  Whitacre,  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  May  10. 


COMING  /CON 

Watch  for  a  more  definite  announcement  of  a  new  history  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  that  is  being  written  by  one  of  our 
foremost  elders  and  educators  in  the  church. 

In  a  simple  narrative  form  are  presented  the  conditions  leading 
to  the  organization  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Europe,  the 
flight  and  search  for  religious  freedom  in  America  and  the 
settling  first  at  Germantown,  Pennsylvania.  Next  we  see  the 
spread  of  the  church  across  America,  the  rise  of  such  move- 
ments as  Annual  Meeting,  District  Meeting,  Education,  Sunday 
School,  Missions,  etc. 

Not  a  dry-reading  history  book  but  one  filled  with  human  in- 
terest for  old  and  young  alike. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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GENERAL   MISSION   BOARD 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chairman,  3435  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

H.  H.  Nye,  Vice-Chairman,  1631  Mifflin 
St.,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Otho  Winger,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Nora  Rhodes,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

W.  Newton  Long,  3600  Hillsdale  Rd.,  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

M.  S.  Frantz,  Nampa,  Idaho. 

Frank  S.   Carper,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

General  Secretary,  C.  D.  Bonsack. 

Financial  Secretary,  H.  Spenser  Minnich. 

Home  Mission  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Mission  Education,  Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

(Directors  same  as  for  Mission  Board) 
Manager-Treasurer,  E.  M.  Hersch. 
Secretary,  Earl  Kurtz. 
Sales  Director.  Omer  B.  Maphis. 

BOARD    OF    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Chairman,  Elizabethtown, 
Pa. 

C.  S.  Ikenberry,  Vice-Chairman,  Daleville, 
Va. 

L.  W.  Shultz,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

John  I.  Coffman,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Warren  D.  Bowman,  2910  20th  St.,  N.  E., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Paul  W.  Kinsel,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Burton  Metzler,  McPherson,  Kans. 

Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave., 
Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Harl  Russell,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

General  Secretary,  L.  Avery  Fleming. 

Peace  Representative,  Dan  West. 

Director  of  Adult  Work,  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg. 

Director  of  Young  People's  Work,  Ray- 
mond   R.    Peters. 

Director  of  Children's  Work,  Ruth  Shriver. 

Editor,   E.    G.   Hoff. 

Assistant  Editor,  Edith  Barnes. 

Children's   Editor,   Genevieve   Crist. 

Young  People's  Editor,  Inez  Goughnour. 

GENERAL  EDUCATION  BOARD 

C.  C.  Ellis,  President,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

V.  F.  Schwalm,  Vice-President,  McPher- 
son, Kans. 

H.  F.  Sanger,  Secretary  of  Nursing  and 
Medical  Education,  821  S.  Ridgeland 
Ave.,   Oak  Park,   111. 

J.  I.  Baugher,  Hershey,  Pa. 

D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
R.  W.  Schlosser,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
C.  Ernest  Davis,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Otho   Winger,   North   Manchester,   Ind. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 
Secretary-Treasurer,  A.  C.  Baugher,  Eliz- 
abethtown, Pa. 

GENERAL    MINISTERIAL    BOARD 

H.  L.  Hartsough,  Chairman,  N.  Manches- 
ter,  Ind. 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Vice-Chairman,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa. 

W.  H.  Yoder,  Treasurer,  R.  1,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Raymond  R.  Peters. 

Executive  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

CONFERENCE    PROGRAM    COMMITTEE 

H.  L.  Hartsough,  Chairman,  N.  Manches- 
ter, Ind. 

H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Secretary. 

J.   I.  Baugher,   Hershey,  Pa. 

John   I.   Coffman,   McFarland,   Calif. 

C.  Ernest  Davis,  Moderator  Elect,  La 
Verne,   Calif. 

J.  E.  Miller,  Conference  Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS    COMMITTEE 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 
Harper  S.  Will,   Chicago,   111. 
Calvert  N.  Ellis,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 

M.  R.  Zigler,  Chairman. 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

BRETHREN  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

L.  W.  Shultz,  Chairman,  N.  Manchester, 
Ind. 

Paul  W.  Kinsel,  Secretary,  Brookville, 
Ohio. 

C.  D.  Bonsack. 

L.    S.    Brubaker. 

A.  W.  Cordier,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

J.  I.  Baugher,  Hershey,  Pa. 

J.  A.  Robinson,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

M.  R.  Zigler. 

Director  of  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice, Paul  H.  Bowman,  337  N.  Carolina 
Ave.,  S.   E.,  Washington,   D.   C. 

Treasurer,   C.   M.   Culp. 


COUNCIL  OF  BOARDS 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Chairman,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Vice-Chairman,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

NATIONAL   COUNCIL   WOMEN'S   WORK 

Mrs.   Ross  D.   Murphy,  President,  2258  N. 

Park  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mrs.    H.   L.   Hartsough,   Aid   Societies,   N. 

Manchester,  Ind. 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoff,  Mothers  and  Daughters, 

1073  W.  Chicago  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Beahm,  Missions,  3435  Van 

Buren  St..  Chicago,  111. 
Anetta   C.  Mow,   Secretary-Treasurer. 

COUNCIL   OF  MEN'S   WORK 

Harl  Russell,  President,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

Allen  Weldy,  First  Vice-President.  2101 
Prairie  St.,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

C.  E.  Resser,  Second  Vice-President,  2805 
35th  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

G.  A.  Cassel,  Third  Vice-President,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

C.  M.  Culp,  Recording  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary,  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. 

Ross   Heminger,  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

J.  N.  Via,  Roanoke,  Va. 

B.  F.  Stauffer,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
P.  G  Stahly,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
James  Breitigan,   Lititz,  Pa. 

E.  M.  Hersch. 

Stanley  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho. 
Chester  George,  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 
H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111. 
M.    B.    Williams,    3416    Springle   Ave.,   De- 
troit,  Mich. 
A.  G.  Breidenstine,  Hershey,  Pa. 

NATIONAL   B.   Y.   P.  D.   CABINET 

Lester   Young,   Chairman,   Route   2,  North 

Manchester,  Ind. 
Grace  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
Ernest    Lefever,    640    Pennsylvania    Ave., 

York,   Pa. 
Kurtis  Naylor,   Holyrood,  Kans. 
David  Studebaker,  La  Verne  College,  La 

Verne,   Calif. 

PASTORS'  ASSOCIATION 

C.  G.  Hesse,  President,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
George      L.      Detweiler,      Vice-President, 

Huntingdon,  Pa. 
Earl      M.      Frantz,      Secretary-Treasurer, 
Grundy   Center,   Iowa. 

AUDITING    COMMITTEE 

C.  J.  Kistler,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

John  S.  Flory,  Jr.,  Oak  Park,  111. 

ANNUAL    MEETING    TREASURER 

E.  J.   Stauffer,  Barry,  111. 

MEMBER  ADVISORY  BOARD,  A.  B.  S. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

RAILWAY     TRANSPORTATION     AGENT 
W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago, m. 

OUR    MISSIONARIES 
SWEDEN 

Graybill,  J.  F.,  and  Alice,  Spangatan  38, 
Malmo,   Sweden,   1911. 

CHINA 

College    of    Chinese    Studies,    Baguio,    via 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands 

Angeny,  Edward  T.,  and  Helen  F..  1940. 
Cunningham,    Dr.    E.    Lloyd,    and    Ellen, 

1938. 
Crim.  Bessie  M..  R.  N.,  1940. 
Flory.  Rolland  C,  and  Josephine  K,  1940. 
Thomas,  Susie  M„  1939. 

Note:  China  missionaries  temporarily  in 
the    community    of    Peking    can    be    ad- 
dressed   53    Race    Course    Road,    Tientsin, 
North  China. 
Ober,    Mary   Velma,    1936. 
Rothrock,  Hazel  M.,  1938. 
Clapper.   V.    Grace,    1917. 
Myers,   Minor   M.,    1919. 

On  Furlough 

Bright,  J.  Homer,  and  Minnie,  %  Mrs.  Ed 
Miller,  R.  1,  Union,  Ohio.  1911. 

Crumpacker,  F.  H.,  and  Anna,   La  Verne, 

Calif.,   1908. 
Hutchison,   Anna,   2157   5th   St.,  La  Verne, 

Calif..  1911. 


Ikenberry,  E.  L..  and  Olivia,  2480  5th  St., 

La  Verne.  Calif.,  1922. 
Metzger,  Minerva,  Mulberry,  Ind.,  1910. 
Myers,  Sara,  Bridgewater.  Va.,  1916. 
Oberholtzer.  I.  E.,  and  Elizabeth,  801  Mul- 
berry St.,  Muncie,  Ind.,   1916. 
Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,  3519 

W.  Hamilton,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1933. 
Schaeffer,  Mary,  505  Hand  St.,  Lancaster, 

Pa.,  1917. 
Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,  Iowa.  1916. 
Shock.    Laura,    2157    5th    St.,    La    Verne, 

Calif.,   1916. 
Smith,  W.   Harlan,   and   Frances,  Greene, 

Iowa,   1919. 
Sollenberger,  O.  C,  and  Hazel,  418  Weitzel 

St..  Oceanside.  Calif.,  1919. 
Wampler,    Ernest    M.,    and    Elizabeth    B., 

R.  N.,  506  Wayne  Ave.,  Greenville,  Ohio, 

1918   and   1922. 
Wertz,  Corda  L.,  R.  N.,  Spencer,  Ohio,  1932. 

AFRICA 

ChLbuk.    Nigeria,    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaluru 

Petre,  Ira  S..  and  Mary  M.,  1939. 

Garkida,    Nigeria,    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaluru 

Engel.   Alice,   R.   N..   1937. 

Faw,  Chalmer  E.,  and  Marv  P.,  1939. 

Horn,  Evelyn  J.,  R.  N.,  1930. 

Heckman,  Clarence  C,  and  Lucile,  1924. 

Moyer,  Edna  Faye,  1931. 

Oiness,   Sylvia   M.,   R.   N.,    1941. 

Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 
1934. 

Lassa,    via    Jos    and    Damaluru,    Nigeria, 
W.   Africa 

Brumbaugh,   Grayce,   R.   N.,   1937. 

Royer,  Harold  A.,  and  Gladys  H.,   1930. 

Weaver,  E.  Paul  and  Zalma  F.,  1939. 

Marama,  via  Jos  and  Damaluru,  Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Harper,   Clara,    1926. 

Shisler.  Sara  C.  1926. 

Utz,  Ruth.  R.   N.,   1930. 
On  Furlough 

Frank,  Evelyn  E.,  R.  N.,  511  East  E.  Ave- 
nue, Glendale,  Arizona,  1938. 

Kulp,    H.    Stover,    and   Christina,   Route    1, 
Pottstown.   Pennsylvania,   1922   and   1927. 

Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  %   Gen- 
eral Mission  Board.  Elgin,  111.,  1938. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs,  Surat  Dist.,  India 

Alley,  Howard  L.,  and  Hattie  Z.,  1917. 
Ebbert.  Ella.   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Dist.,  India 
Bollinger.    Amsey   and   Florence   M.,    1930. 
Grisso,  Lillian,   1917. 

Lichty,  D.  J.,  and  Anna,  1902  and  1912. 
Moomaw,  I.  W.,  and  Mabel,  1923. 
Warstler,   Anna  M.,   1931. 
Ziegler,  Emma  K.,  1930. 

Bulsar,  Surat  Dist.,  India 
Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff.  Verna  M.,  R.  N.,  1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,  1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N.,   1921. 
Zigler,   Earl  M.,  and  Rachel  M.,  1937. 

Dahanu  Road,  Thana  Dist.,  India 
Messer,  Hazel  E.,  R.  N.,  1931. 
Nickey,  Dr.  Barbara  M.,  1915. 
Royer,   B.   Mary,   1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E..  1916. 

Palghar,   Thana   Dist.,   India 
Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,  and   Susan  L.,   1927. 

Umalla,   Broach  Dist.,   India 
Kinzie,   Wm.   G.,   and  Pauline   G,   1937. 
Miller,   Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via   Surat,   India 
Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,  and  Joy  C,  1940. 
Kiracofe,    Kathryn,    1937. 
Widdowson,    Olive,    1912. 

115    Mahatma     Gandhi    Road,     Bombay, 
India 
Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,  and  Mary,  1921. 

Landour,   Mussoorie,   U.   P.,   India 
Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On   Furlough 
Cottrell,  Drs.  A.  R.  and  Laura,   %  A.  M. 

Stout,  R.   1,  Lynn.  Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,   Eliza   B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,   R.    1. 

Waterloo,    Iowa,    1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,  and  Anna  B.,  3435  Van 

Buren,  Chicago,  111.,  1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   C.   105   Beachly   St.,  Mey- 

ersdale,   Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend,  Ralph,  41  W.   10th,  Columbus, 

Ohio,   1937. 
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Brethren  Printers  in  the  18th  and  19th  Centuries 
THC/E  BRETHREN  PRINTER/ 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  made  several  very  significant  contributions  to  the  Chris- 
tian literature  of  America.  Read  about  them  in  the  two  books  written  by  Brother  Harry  A. 
Brandt.  The  author  needs  little  introduction,  since  he  has  been  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  a  number  of  years.  Months  of  searching  through  old  files,  papers,  books  and 
personal  correspondence  have  gone  into  the  preparation  of  these  books.  Both  books  should 
be  in  every  Brethren  home  and  church  library. 

CHRISTOPHER    SOWER    AND    SON  $0.75 

In  CHRISTOPHER  SOWER  AND  SON  is  told  the  story  of  our  first  printing  efforts  in 
America.  It  was  Christopher  Senior  who  set  up  in  1738  the  press  on  which  were  printed  pa- 
pers, almanacs,  songbooks,  religious  magazines  and  the  first  Bible  printed  in  America  in  a 
continental  language.  Christopher  Junior  followed  his  father  and  printed  two  more  editions 
of  the  Bible,  which  were  the  first  books  printed  in  America  on  paper  made  in  America  and 
with  type  made  in  America.  His  faith,  loyalty  and  courage  should  arouse  the  admiration  of 
every  member  of  the  church. 

MEET  HENRY  KURTZ $1.00 

By  the  same  author  as  CHRISTOPHER  SOWER  AND  SON,  is 
MEET  HENRY  KURTZ,  editor,  publisher,  preacher,  clerk  of  Annual 
Conference,  and  a  champion  of  "Christian  union,  brotherly  love  and 
universal  charity."  His  monthly  paper,  THE  GOSPEL  VISITOR,  was 
begun  after  years  of  printing  silence  in  the  church  and  was  the  fore- 
runner of  our  present  GOSPEL  MESSENGER.  Henry  Kurtz  initiated  a 
printing  era  in  the  church  from  which  resulted  our  Publishing  House 
as  we  have  it  today.  Another  indispensable  book  in  every  Brethren 
library. 

Available  to  ministers  through  the  Gish  Fund. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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The  above  group  represents  the  Committee  on  East  Asia  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  Amer- 
ica with  the  Japanese  Christian  deputation. 

Front  row,  left  to  right:  Reisner,  Jorgensen,  Yuasa,  Kagawa,  Matsuyama,  Ogawa,  Higdon,  Fairfield,  Saito,  Ross,  son  of  Mat- 
suyama,  Kazaki. 

Second  row:  unidentified,  unidentified,  Rhoads,  Doan,  unidentified,  unidentified,  Diehl,  Decker,  Smith,  unidentified,  Kawai, 
Tyler,  Weddell. 

Third  row:  Van  Kirk,  unidentified,  Drach,  Knapp,  Arnup,  Parsons,  Cavert,  Bollman,  Fahs,  Bonsack,  Warnshuis,  Mrs.  Warn- 
shuis,  Taylor,  Lyon,  Axling,   Shaffer. 

Fourth  row:  Leber,  Lobenslein,  Hooper,  Casselman,  Huckabee,  Cartwright,  Watts,  Fleming,  Felton,  Burdick,  Hopkins,  Thomas, 
Ruland,  Abe,  Diffendorfer. 


A  convincing  demonstration  of  the 
values  of  international  and  interde- 
nominational Christian  fellowship 
and  discussion  took  place  in  Atlantic 
City  from  May  9  to  11.  Eight  Jap- 
anese, constituting  a  delegation  from 
the  National  Christian  Council  of 
Japan,  and  forty-five  Americans  rep- 
resenting mission  boards  and  seven 
other  agencies  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  conferred  about  ways 
for  the  Christians  of  these  lands  to 
be  mutually  helpful. 

Dr.  William  Axling,  Baptist  mis- 
sionary and  honorary  secretary  of 
the  National  Christian  Council  of 
Japan,  interpreted  the  mind  and  pur- 
pose of  his  Japanese  colleagues  when 
he  reported  a  conversation  he  had 
heard  in  the  National  Christian 
Council  office  in  Tokyo.  A  man 
challenged  one  of  the  members  of  the 
deputation  with  the  question,  "On 
what  ground  do  you  base  your  hope 
that  you  can  accomplish  anything  in 
America  at  such  a  time  as  this?" 
"I  base  it  on  the  ground,"  the  dele- 
gate replied,  "that  I  still  believe  in 
the  God  of  the  impossible." 

Financial  Support 

The  Rev.  Shiroshi  Tada,  a  Presby- 
terian clergyman,  first  gave  public 
utterance  to  a  dream  when  he  sug- 
gested in  an  address  in  Osaka  that 


The  JAPANESE  CHRISTIAN 
DEPUTATION 

Christians  of  today  should  have  the 
faith  and  courage  that  characterized 
the  early  followers  of  Christ,  and 
should  dare  to  cultivate  international 
understanding  and  good  will  even  in 
a  time  of  the  most  tragic  tension  that 
has  ever  existed  between  Japan  and 
the  United  States.  A  Japanese  lay- 
man who  heard  Mr.  Tada  sent  him  a 
check  for  a  thousand  yen  and  asked 
that  it  be  made  part  of  a  fund  to 
send  a  delegation  of  Christians  to 
America.  The  Sakai  church  (Pres- 
byterian) contributed  five  thousand 
yen  for  the  same  purpose.  The  par- 
ents of  a  young  woman  who  had  re- 
cently died  gave,  out  of  poverty,  a 
memorial  of  fifty  yen.  Many  other 
Christians  and  some  non-Christians 
brought  the  total  to  seventy  thou- 
sand yen  (about  $14,000). 

The  New  Church  in  Japan 

Bishop  Yoshimune  Abe  of  the  Ja- 
pan Methodist  Church,  chairman  of 
the  commission  on  union,  announced 
that  the  charter  has  been  accepted 
by  uniting  groups  and  submitted  to 
the  government,  not  for  approval 
but  for  recognition.  He  said  that 
the  "organization  of  The  Church  of 


Christ  in  Japan  is  another  important 
step  in  the  progress  for  Christian 
unity  throughout  the  world.  It  is  a 
union  of  all  the  Protestant  Christians 
in  Japan  except  the  Episcopalians 
and  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists. 
...  On  October  17,  1940,  at  a  great 
mass  meeting  attended  by  25,000 
Christians,  it  was  definitely  decided 
to  establish  a  united  church.  A  com- 
mission on  church  union,  composed 
of  eighty  members,  spent  six  months 
in  continuous  study  of  this  compli- 
cated problem." 

The  Missionaries 

Missionaries  who  may  return  to 
Japan  in  the  future  will  wear  no 
denominational  labels  and  will  be 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
new  church.  Relieved  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  administering  institutions, 
they  will  be  free  to  give  their  time  to 
the  service  of  tuberculars  and  lepers, 
to  rural  evangelism,  to  social  recon- 
struction, to  fellowship  with  the  Jap- 
anese, to  inspiration  in  daily  living, 
to  be  "attendants  at  service  stations 
to  keep  the  windows  clean  and  clear 
and  to  put  fuel  in  the  gas  tank,"  as 
Kagawa  said. 

Money  from  abroad  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted for  current  expenses  but  will 
be  welcomed  for  endowment  and 
building  funds  and  for  social  work. 
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Two  Good  Words  Need  Rest 

Challenge  and  crisis  are  both  great  words  but 
they  have  been  worked  so  hard  they  really  de- 
serve a  little  rest.  Sometimes  nothing  else  seems 
to  fill  the  bill  but  the  use  of  them  easily  becomes 
a  habit,  so  that  their  force  is  weakened  when  extra 
emphasis  would  be  desirable. 

Almost  a  quarter  century  ago  a  great  preacher 
wrote  a  book  in  which  he  rang  the  changes  on 
these  words  constantly,  putting  both  of  them  into 
the  title  of  the  book.  He  afterward  became  so 
ashamed  of  it  that  he  recalled  it  from  circulation. 
The  crisis  and  the  challenge  were  both  very  real 
but,  as  he  himself  later  confessed,  he  had  sadly 
misunderstood  them. 

These  two  good  words  are  abundantly  justified 
by  the  urgency  of  the  present  situation,  but  it 
will  not  help  matters  to  keep  repeating  them  so 
lightly.  The  demand  of  this  hour  is  not  for  a 
more  cunningly  devised  line  of  approach,  but  for 
more  faithfulness  in  the  vocation  whereunto  our 
Lord  has  called  us.  Challenge  and  crisis  or  not — 
the  words  do  not  matter — the  supreme  need  is 
more  and  better  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,    e.  f. 

The  Singer  Found  It  Out  First 

The  editor  of  The  Christian  Advocate,  Dr.  Roy 
L.  Smith,  observes  that  when  the  modern  psycho- 
logical clinic  undertakes  to  "restore  an  emotional 
balance"  in  a  "disordered  personality,"  it  is  doing 
what  the  shepherd  psalmist  described  in  simpler 
terms,  "He  restoreth  my  soul."  He  makes  the 
further  pertinent  point  that  our  psychologist  suc- 
ceeds in  his  endeavor  in  proportion  as  he  places 
his  chief  reliance  exactly  where  the  ancient  singer 
placed  his.  There  is  nothing  like  sure  and  steady 
confidence  in  God  for  quieting  soul  disturbances. 

We  recommend  it  as  especially  suited  to  the 
needs  of  our  own  day,  so  filled  with  fears  and 
threats  of  things  to  come.  Nothing  but  a  firm  grip 
on  God  will  answer  for  these  times.  Nor  is  this  a 
counsel  of  despair,  a  last  resort.     It  has  behind 


it  the  richest  experience  of  the  ages.  The  finest  and 
sanest  of  world  personages  have  found  their  refuge 
and  strength  in  God,  a  very  present  help  in 
trouble.  Hosts  of  otherwise  baffled  men  and  wo- 
men have  been  kept  in  peace,  if  not  always  perfect 
peace,  because  their  minds  were  stayed  on  him. 

Better  than  a  rabbit's  foot  in  your  pocket  or  an 
amulet  about  your  neck  is  "He  restoreth  my  soul" 
in  your  heart.  e.  f. 

Facing  Up  With  Truth 

While  man  is  mobile,  and  has  made  himself  in- 
creasingly so,  there  is  still  a  sense  in  which  every 
individual  is  bound  to  a  certain  time  and  place  as 
certainly  as  a  plant  or  tree.  But  for  the  interven- 
tion of  man,  the  seedling  must  live  and  die  where 
it  first  sends  down  its  roots. 

In  the  first  year  of  the  depression  a  good  sister 
was  helping  out  on  a  Y.W.C.A.  membership  cam- 
paign. In  one  home  she  found  a  strong  man 
sitting  twirling  his  thumbs.  He  had  worked  in 
the  watch  factory  for  twenty  years  and  knew 
nothing  but  his  line.  He  either  could  not  or  would 
not  learn  anything  else.  He  was  as  helpless  as  a 
tree  growing  by  a  stream  that  had  gone  dry. 

What  is  true  for  the  worker  is  quite  as  true  for 
the  business  man.  He  also  has  his  difficulties  in 
facing  up  with  change.  There  is  a  certain  seaway 
about  which  men  have  different  convictions.  We 
do  not  profess  to  know  which  side  is  right,  but 
when  we  read  that  Sorel,  Three  Rivers  and  St. 
Lawrence  business  men  opposed  the  seaway  be- 
cause these  three  ports  "would  lose  a  great  deal  of 
revenue,  both  from  grain  handling  and  harbor 
dues,"  it  looked  to  us  like  a  case  of  refusal  to  con- 
sider all  of  the  factors  in  a  situation. 

Even  though  facing  up  with  truth  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  life  adjustments  to  make,  it  is  a  thing 
which  has  been  done.  What  is  more,  it  is  some- 
thing which  must  be  done  more  or  less  contin- 
uously if  one  is  to  grow  and  live  up  to  the  best 
light  he  has.    And  even  if  one  does  not  grow  he 
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cannot  escape,  for  the  world  is  changing  and  one 
must  face  up  with  new  situations  or  perish.  By 
this  we  do  not  mean  that  one  must  follow  the 
crowd.  If  the  crowd  is  going  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion, then  it  is  clear  that  the  wise  man  will  resist 
the  tide. 

There  is  nothing  essentially  new  about  the  situ- 
ation that  confronts  our  modern  world.  In  every 
dynamic  age  men  have  been  obliged  to  rethink 
their  positions,  and  have  made  new  progress  in 
proportion  as  they  faced  up  with  truth.  Our  own 
fraternity  has  an  interesting  history  in  this  re- 
spect. It  was  founded  by  men  who  studied  and 
prayed  in  order  that  they  might  know  the  truth. 
It  was  their  discoveries  in  the  field  of  gospel  truth 
which  set  them  free. 

Of  course,  there  is  a  price  to  pay.  Good  things 
are  seldom  gotten  for  nothing.  Even  at  the  pres- 
ent stage  of  civilization  the  new  way  cannot  be 
lived  without  toil  and  suffering,  though  the  com- 
pensations are  also  greater.  Today  there  are  phi- 
losophies being  advocated,  even  imposed  at  the 
point  of  the  gun,  that  are  clearly  in  opposition  to 
the  best  the  world  has  gleaned  from  experience. 

Then  how  live  in  1941?  Certainly  not  on  a  level 
lower  than  facing  up  with  the  truth,  even  though 
it  will  cost  dearly  in  this  generation.  Always  we 
must  hold  to  that  which  is  good  and  true  and 
beautiful.  For  our  crisis  is  part  of  the  groaning 
and  travailing  of  creation  as  God  works  out  his 
plan  of  salvation.  We  shall  have  to  pray  more 
earnestly  for  strength  to  meet  the  obligations  and 
opportunities  of  our  age.  This  means  also  that  the 
inner  life  will  have  to  be  kept  pure  and  sweet.  It 
means  that  family  and  brotherhood  groups  must 
realize  the  fellowship  which  makes  for  faith  and 
inspiration. 

Shall  we  face  up  with  the  truth  though  the  way 
be  strait  and  narrow?  Shall  we  seek  the  best  we 
know  though  the  path  leads  by  a  cross  on  a  hill? 
God's  people  have  always  taken  the  high  way. 
And  so  must  we — if  we  would  be  his.  h.  a.  b. 

Appreciation  of  a  Wise  Committee 

In  two  places  on  the  same  page  we  saw  some- 
thing about  knowing  your  Bible.  This  made  us 
think  the  program  committee  must  regard  the  sub- 
ject as  important.  Then  when  we  noticed  that  in 
the  second  occurrence  of  it  there  was  the  added 
thought  of  using  what  you  know,  we  knew  the 
committee  had  been  very  wise.  It  is  really  a  great 
idea. 

Unused  knowledge  in  the  mind  is  like  undi- 
gested food  in  the  stomach.  It  sours  and  makes 
you  sick.    The  likeness  extends  further.    It  makes 


you  grouchy  and  disagreeable  to  your  friends. 
But  get  the  facts  straight,  please.  By  unused 
knowledge  we  mean,  not  the  knowledge  you  fail  to 
tell  us  all  about — we  can  easily  forgive  that  over- 
sight— but  the  knowledge  you  fail  to  translate  into 
character  and  service  to  mankind. 

It  pleases  us  that  our  committee  is  so  strong  for 
knowing  your  Bible,  and  still  more  that  it  wants 
your  knowledge  used.  Incidentally  that  is  the 
very  best  help  toward  knowing  your  Bible  better. 

E.  F. 

Why  Church  Workers  Work 

Industry  is  naturally  much  interested  in  discov- 
ering what  makes  a  worker  like  to  work.  One  re- 
port of  certain  studies  suggests  that  the  energiz- 
ing factor  is  really  compounded  of  two  things:  a 
sense  of  one's  worth  or  importance  in  relation  to 
the  job  to  be  done,  and  the  clearing  away  of  the 
personal  inhibitions  which  cramp  the  worker's 
style. 

Strangely  enough  it  is  not  wages  and  working 
conditions  that  are  the  sole  factors  in  determining 
one's  attitude  toward  his  work.  There  is  a  more 
subtle  something  which  comes  out  of  that  which 
was  first  mentioned — a  sense  of  worth  in  relation 
to  the  thing  to  be  done  and  the  clearing  up  of  un- 
favorable conditions  in  one's  private  life. 

Now  as  one  thinks  about  these  matters  memories 
are  stirred  with  respect  to  what  is  said  of  the 
methods  used  by  the  greatest  Leader  of  all.  He 
regarded  every  person  as  possessed  of  a  soul  of 
infinite  worth.  Treating  men  as  equals,  he  called 
his  disciples  his  friends.  Constantly  Jesus  acted  as 
though  the  sky  is  the  limit  so  far  as  human  possi- 
bilities are  concerned.  So  much  for  personal 
worth  in  relation  to  kingdom  work  needing  to  be 
done. 

As  for  the  inhibitions  or  situations  which  keep 
men  at  a  level  below  their  real  selves,  one  should 
note  that  he  healed  the  sick,  fed  the  hungry,  com- 
forted the  troubled,  offered  rest  to  the  weary  and 
helped  the  confused  to  planes  of  new  insight  and 
understanding.  Wherever  men  were  bound,  it  was 
his  purpose  to  set  them  free  for  more  abundant 
living. 

But  what  has  this  to  do  with  why  church  work- 
ers work?  Just  this,  that  at  long  last  industry  is 
sensing  the  value  of  what  the  great  Leader  used 
so  long  ago.  And  that  may  help  some  to  be  a  little 
surer  of  the  fact  that  all  workers  do  their  best — 
church  workers  included — when  they  are  con- 
vinced of  their  importance  in  relation  to  a  task, 
and  when  they  are  freed  of  the  personal  problems 
which  cramp  and  hinder.  H.  a.  b. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


A  college  dean  once  admitted  that  the  best  thing  students  get 
from1  college  is  precious  friendships  .  .  .  but  in  many  cases  it  is  more 
...  a  vision  of  life  as  an  opportunity  to  invest  one's  resources  of 
character  in  Christian  service. 

Photo  by  E.  G.  Hoff 

My  Lyric  . . . 

to  Brethren  Colleges 

BY  MIRIAM  BOWMAN 

"Why  I  ever  attended  a  Brethren  college"  is  a 
question  that  often  flashed  through  my  mind.  And 
until  recently,  it  remained  an  unanswered  query. 

Being  pinched  for  a  decisive  statement,  I  rea- 
soned with  myself.  Why?  Was  it  less  expensive? 
No,  it  could  not  have  been  that  for  there  is  a  good 
state  college  nearer  my  home  with  financial  ad- 
vantages. Were  my  friends  in  the  Brethren 
schools?  No,  most  of  them  went  to  the  state  in- 
stitution and  to  other  colleges  in  our  state.  Was 
it  my  parents?  My  home?  Those  devout  repre- 
sentatives that  came  into  our  community  every 
summer?  There,  I  think,  is  the  answer  to  my 
question.  Those  of  the  older  generation  caused 
me  to  love  and  prefer  Brethren.  I  think  now  that 
must  have  been  the  only  reason  that  I  ever  had 
then.  There  was  never  an  argument  in  my  mind 
about  where  I  would  go  to  college.  I  really  never 
had  to  make  a  decision. 

But  after  much  observation,  reflection,  and  ex- 
perience, there  are  very  definite  reasons  why  I 
would  choose  a  Brethren  college.  (Age  has  a  way 
of  answering  questions  that  are  never  issues  at  all 
in  thoughtless  youth) . 

It  is  interesting  to  me  to  note,  however,  that 
what  must  have  been  my  only  reason  in  youth  is 
still  first  in  my  mind.  That  is  that  I  love  and  pre- 
fer my  people. 

I  like  and  respect  the  personality  and  the  man- 
ner of  life  of  our  educated  men  and  women.  They 
love  life.  Their  knowledge  and  wisdom  and  un- 
derstanding make  them  serene  individuals.  They 
are  not  a  standardized  brand  of  human  beings. 
They  live  successfully  in  so  many  ways — in  their 
religion,  in  their  homes  with  their  mates  and  chil- 
dren, in  their  communities,  and  in  their  profes- 
sions. They  have  a  Christian  philosophy  of  life 
and  live  by  it.  It  is  a  simple  life  of  dignity  and 
poise  with  a  love  of  humanity  that  makes  them 
willing  to  sacrifice.  Most  of  them  could  secure 
positions  more  glamorous  and  more  remunerative 
perhaps. 


I  love  and  prefer  that  kind  of  living,  and  thank 
God  that  our  own  Brethren  education  offers  an 
opportunity  for  us  to  get  a  taste  of  that  farsighted 
wisdom  and  understanding  of  abundant  life  that 
our  leaders  have  showed  many  times,  according  to 
our  history. 

These  are  the  spiritual  and  the  eternal  values 
of  education.  Mere  theories  and  conventions 
change  and  pass  into  oblivion.  Anyone  with  nor- 
mal intelligence,  under  modern  conditions  and 
with  a  little  background,  can  acquire  a  factual  and 
conventional  knowledge  along  with  the  social 
graces  without  entering  college  gates. 

If  one  can  interpret  the  trend  of  the  present  day 
in  talk  and  writing,  our  Brethren  leaders  have  al- 
ways had  what  the  masses  are  longing  for  now. 
So  many  periodicals,  addresses,  plays,  and  movies 
reveal  a  hunger  for  the  very  things  that  my  peo- 
ple have  always  stood  for — peace,  quiet,  faith,  hu- 
mility, high  ideals,  the  simple  life.  Money,  mech- 
anized forces,  commercialization,  and  expert  skill 
and  efficiency  without  mercy  have  not  assured 
these  things  for  people,  and  they  are  disappointed, 
many  of  them.  They  have  been  disillusioned  and 
are  restless.  Our  educators  have  never  become 
one  with  this  worldly  group.  I  feel  often  that  I 
would  love  to  go  back  and  sit  again  for  one  ses- 
sion in  the  classes  of  my  old  professors  and  try  to 
discover  more  effectively  their  secrets  of  life  and 
personality  as  they  unfolded  their  minds  and  spir- 
its on  the  subject  of  universal  truth. 

Our  colleges  have  a  moral  and  spiritual  atmos- 
phere around  them  that  gives  one  the  discipline 
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and  attitude  that  a  person  needs  to  get  along  suc- 
cessfully in  after-school  life.  The  low,  the  com- 
mon, the  selfish,  the  intolerant  are  spurned.  The 
ones  who  have  lived  the  best  within  that  atmos- 
phere are  the  ones  who  have  been  the  most  useful 
and  influential.    Records  show  that. 

Recently,  a  prominent  man  of  one  of  our  great 
cities  said  to  a  representative  of  one  of  our  church- 
es:    "If  that   small   Brethren   college   had   done 

nothing  other  than  help  to  produce  Doctor of 

our  city,  it  would  have  justified  its  existence." 
That  one  citizen  is  not  the  only  one  in  the  Hall  of 
Fame  of  Brethren  colleges. 

All  of  our  schools  have  dared  to  cling  to  ideals 
that  the  world  around  us  has  lost  and  is  now  try- 
ing hard  to  regain.  Journalism  and  world  events 
reveal  that  too  often  to  argue  the  point.  In  many 
ways  our  colleges  are  Utopian  Islands  in  a  sea  of 
selfishness,  greed,  jealousies,  dissipation,  self-in- 
dulgence of  every  kind,  all  of  which  they  spurn  in 
trying  to  keep  alive  the  beautiful,  the  simple,  and 
the  true.  They  are  institutions  of  great  distinc- 
tion to  me. 

I  hope  that  my  college,  my  Alma  Mater,  re- 
mains as  constant  as  the  sun.  And  that,  as  the 
earth  to  the  sun,  young  people  move  around  her, 
adjusting  themselves  to  her  steadfastness,  grow- 
ing, developing  always  with  an  upward  glance  to 
her  light  and  to  her  way. 

Roanoke,  Va. 


Education  for  a  Time  and  a  Church 
Like  Ours 

BY  R.  H.  MILLER 
III 

A  third  characteristic  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  to  be  kept  in  view  in  shaping  our  edu- 
cational policy,  is  our  hospitality,  fellowship, 
brotherhood.  One  of  the  pleasant  memories  of 
men  of  my  age  is:  a  half-dozen  buggies  parked 
in  the  barn  lot,  children  and  young  people  playing 
under  the  trees  in  the  yard,  their  parents  enjoying 
a  leisurely  talk-fest  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Mother 
used  to  make  it  a  rule  to  have  a  company  dinner 
ready  every  Sunday,  in  anticipation  that  someone 
from  a  distance  might  be  at  church  who  would  be 
our  guest  for  the  day.  Hospitality  is  one  of  our 
finest  traditions. 

Are  we  preserving  this  precious  tradition  and 
expressing  it  in  ways  that  fit  our  day?  Or  are  we 
letting  the  theater,  automobile  and  roadhouse  take 
over  the  function  which  used  to  be  done  so  well 
by  the  big  homes  and  big  hearts  of  our  parents? 
The  job  is  difficult,  I  know,  but  it  is  not  impos- 


sible. If  our  schools  are  to  carry  on  the  best  in 
our  church  heritage  our  social  program  will  have 
to  receive  more  thought  and  effort  than  we  have 
been  accustomed  to  give  it. 

IV 

We  are  a  rural  people — does  our  education  di- 
rect young  people  toward  the  farm  or  away  from 
the  farm?  Does  it  glorify  rural  life  or  does  it  hold 
out  visions  of  richer,  fuller  living  in  the  towns 
and  cities?  I  fear  the  answer  to  these  questions 
is  not  what  we  could  wish  it  to  be. 

Certainly  we  are  not  able  to  compete  with  our 
state-supported  agricultural  colleges;  there  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  attempt  it.  But  there  are 
certain  things  which  are  needed  for  life  in  the 
country  which  no  school  can  teach  so  well  as  a 
school  which  is  made  up  of  people  who  come  from 
the  country.  Our  heritage  and  background  call 
us  to  do  something  for  rural  life  which  no  other 
schools  can  do. 

We  need  to  develop  the  attitude  of  mind  which 
finds  fellowship  with  God  in  working  close  to  na- 
ture, a  kind  of  feeling  for  the  soil,  the  sunshine 
and  the  open  air.  Leisure,  independence,  enjoy- 
ment, and  culture  are  possible  on  the  farm — and 
they  must  be  made  more  so.  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren colleges  should  be  committed  to  this  task. 

V 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been  known 
for  its  teaching  and  practice  of  the  simple  life. 
Some  years  ago  the  simple  life  had  a  very  definite 
emphasis  through  certain  forms  and  habits.  We 
must  restore  that  emphasis. 

All  forms  of  high-pressure  salesmanship  are  at 
us  constantly  to  whip  up  our  desire  for  things.  In 
view  of  this  pressure,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
only  a  few  things  are  supremely  needful,  we  must 
develop  the  ability  to  choose  wisely  and  to  deny 
ourselves  of  unimportant  things.  We  must  learn 
to  do  without  the  things  for  which  we  have  little 
need  in  order  that  more  of  us  may  have  the  things 
for  which  we  have  great  need. 

I  can  speak  from  actual  experience  of  the  satis- 
faction one  gets  from  making  the  old  suit  and  the 
old  pair  of  shoes  last  through  another  season  in 
order  to  add  a  half  dozen  books  to  one's  library. 
There  is  an  unusual  pleasure  in  doing  without  an 
automobile  in  order  to  pay  for  a  home.  When  you 
anticipate  doing  without  something  you  think  you 
couldn't  stand  it;  but  it  isn't  half  that  bad.  You 
come  to  like  it. 

Simple  living  has  something  to  teach  us  about 
certain  habits  upon  which  our  church  has  frowned. 
Tobacco  money  ($50  a  year  for  the  average  smok- 
er) may  be  the  margin  between  failure  and  sue- 
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cess  in  life.  When  to  the  money  spent  is  added 
the1  damage  to  one's  personal  efficiency,  the  sound 
arguments  are  all  against  its  use.  And  the  same 
words  apply  to  liquor,  with  many  times  the  force. 
And  they  apply  also  to  every  expenditure  of  time, 
energy,  thought  and  wealth.  To  live  simply  is  to 
spend  our  money  for  that  which  is  bread  and  our 
labor  for  that  which  brings  lasting  satisfaction. 

We  have  a  distinct  religious  heritage  which 
needs  to  be  fulfilled  by  being  translated  into  a 
program  of  education  in  our  homes,  church 
schools,  camps  and  colleges.  If  we  merely  ape 
other  educational  institutions  there  is  not  much 
reason  for  our  existence.  If  we  seek  to  preserve 
only  the  outward  forms  of  our  heritage  we  shall 
isolate  ourselves  from  society.  If  we  fulfill  our 
heritage  we  shall  grow  in  usefulness  and  power. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Rebuilding  the  Rural  Church 

BY  FRANK  A.   LINDHORST 

"There  is  no  final  answer  to  these  problems  of 
the  rural  church,"  said  a  friend  to  me  recently. 
This  is  true,  for  as  rapidly  as  we  make  progress  in 
one  direction,  our  horizon  shifts,  is  pushed  beyond, 
and  we  see  life  in  new  terms  and  the  ultimate  goal 
is  on  a  higher  plane.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for 
such  procedure  makes  for  growth. 

The  question  assigned  is  Rebuilding  the  Rural 
Church.  This  may  imply  that  we  must  tear  down 
and  reconstruct.  I  would  rather  think  of  our 
task  as  being  that  of  providing  the  situations  in 
which  unfolding  growth  can  take  place.  The 
church,  like  the  persons  who  make  up  its  constit- 
uency, has  potential  powers  of  development.  And 
also  like  these  persons,  if  given  the  suitable  situ- 
ations, those  potential  powers  will  unfold  and 
express  themselves.  This  implies  that  to  better 
the  rural  church  situation,  we  start  with  what  we 
have  and  move  on  from  there. 

It  is  well  to  ask,  then,  "What  do  we  have  in  the 
present  rural  church  on  which  to  build?" 

First,  we  have  a  heritage  of  consecrated  living, 
high  idealism,  stamina  in  the  face  of  hardships, 
and  integrity  among  rural  folk  of  the  last  hundred 
years  from  which  we  still  reap  benefits,  and  on 
which  America's  security  is  still  resting.  For  at 
least  the  first  hundred  fifty  years  of  American 
governmental  life,  the  majority  of  its  leadership  in 
all  walks  of  life  came  from  the  farm.  If  rural 
America  has  done  that  in  the  past,  it  can  do  it 
again. 

Second,  the  rural  church  is  "planted"  where  it 
has  the  surest  economic  base.  It  is  not  always  easy 
to  see  this.    But  it  is  true,  nevertheless.    The  peo- 


ple who  flocked  to  the  farms  during  the  depression 
revealed  this  foundation  of  American  economic 
life.  When  banks,  factories,  and  other  industries 
failed,  the  soil  continued  to  grow  food. 

Third,  the  rural  church  is  closer  to  the  natural 
manifestations  of  God  than  those  churches  not  so 
situated.  Nature  speaks  his  language:  "Through 
the  rustling  grass  I  can  hear  him  pass;  he  speaks 
to  me  everywhere."  The  Christian  gospel  was 
demonstrated  by  a  man  who  was  close  to  and 
knew  his  Father's  world.  He  who  lives  in  the 
country  and  who  "has  eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear" 
has  the  supreme  opportunity  to  interpret  the  great 
spiritual  truths  of  life. 

Fourth,  the  rural  church  works  with  compara- 
tively small  groups.  While  there  are  some  disad- 
vantages in  small  numbers,  there  are  also  de- 
cided gains.  And  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
gains  far  outdistance  the  losses.  Some  things  can 
and  need  to  be  accomplished  in  the  mass,  but 
great  movements  spring  from  the  smaller  groups. 

Upon  these  and  other  fundamental  assets  of  the 
rural  church  we  can  depend.  Inherent  in  the  rural 
situation  are  strong  potentialities.  Given  release 
they  have  power  like  unto  the  power  of  love. 

Where,  then,  do  we  need  to  place  our  emphasis 
if  we  are  to  help  the  rural  church  to  blossom  into 
greater  usefulness  and  influence? 

First,  we  should  place  our  emphasis  upon  the 
leadership  for  rural  churches  and  communities. 
Doctor  Lindstrom's  study  at  this  point  is  inter- 
esting. Qualities  of  leadership  which  rural  folk 
prefer  and  for  which  they  feel  the  most  need  are: 
broad-mindedness,  influence,  willingness  to  learn, 
co-operation,  public-spiritedness,  considerateness, 
tolerance,  well  informed  minds,  unselfishness,  will- 
ingness to  take  responsibility,  and  the  ability  to 
carry  things  through.  I  cannot  conceive  of  one 
having  all  of  these  qualities  without  being  devoted 
to  working  with  persons.  This  is  a  big  order,  but 
much  of  it  can  be  realized  if  we  set  ourselves  to  do 
it.  What  can  we  do  to  strengthen  leadership  for 
the  rural  church? 

We  can  work  for  longer  pastorates.  It  takes  time 
to  become  acquainted  with  people  and  their  ways, 
whims  and  abilities — with  their  hopes  and  weak- 
nesses. I  am,  after  seventeen  and  fourteen  years, 
trying  better  to  understand  two  daughters.  If  it 
takes  an  earthly  father  that  long,  how  long  will  it 
take  the  spiritual  father  to  know  his  "flock"? 

We  can  change  the  psychology  of  persons  so  that 
they  expect  a  pastor  to  stay  with  them  awhile. 
The  frequency  with  which  many  of  our  churches 
change  leadership  works  directly  against  progress. 
It  is  time  we  cease  to  use  circuit  rider  methods  in 
the  appointment  of  ministers. 
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We  can  change  the  attitude  of  young  ministers 
who  think  that  rural  churches  are  the  stepping- 
stones  to  the  city  pulpits,  and  the  attitude  of  older 
ministers  that  they  should  return  to  the  rural 
church  for  retirement.  These  very  attitudes  are 
undermining  the  strength  of  rural  religious  life. 
Having  changed  these  attitudes,  men  and  women 
will  seek  the  kind  of  training  which  fits  them  for 
rural  specialization  and  be  proud  of  it!  We  can 
demand  of  our  theological  schools  that  they  give 
larger  recognition  to  this  phase  of  the  training  of 
young  ministers.  If  there  is  any  field  that  needs 
the  vigor  of  health,  the  vision  of  youth,  and  the 
steadiness  of  maturity,  it  is  the  rural  field. 

This  calls  for  a  financial  undergirding  of  the 
ministry  that  makes  it  possible  for  a  minister  to 
stay  by.  How  that  adequate  income  for  the  min- 
istry is  to  be  secured,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have 
some  ideas  about  it.  Certainly  a  stronger  eco- 
nomic base  for  all  rural  life  will  help.  A  sense  of 
the  worthwhileness  of  religion  will  help.  How- 
ever, these  require  a  long-time  program  of  educa- 
tion. Something  needs  to  be  done  at  once.  And 
we  who  are  ministers  can  do  something  at  once; 
that  is,  if  we  have  enough  religion.  We  can  adopt 
a  plan  of  adequate  support  for  every  minister  be- 
fore any  have  luxuries. 

Any  plan  of  adequate  support  for  ministers  in 
rural  fields  will  need  the  sympathetic  backing  of 
the  laity.  Laymen  must  be  willing  that  some  of 
the  money  raised  on  the  larger  charge  or  parish 
for  pastoral  support  be  shared  with  the  weaker 
ones.  Someone  told  me  once  that  that  was  com- 
munism and  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it! 
And  laymen  in  the  weaker  situations  must  not 
rest  on  their  oars,  refusing  to  do  all  they  can,  in 
the  belief  that  their  minister  will  be  taken  care  of 
by  others. 

Again,  to  meet  the  need  for  leadership,  we  can 
do  better  work  in  finding,  training,  and  using  lay 
leadership.  In  this  we  are  weak.  We  must  learn 
how  to  do  it.  Most  leaders  are  prone  to  do  the  task 
themselves  rather  than  to  train  others  to  do  it. 
Many  persons  native  to  the  community  in  which 
they  live  have  ability  not  yet  discovered  or  seldom 
used.  To  make  surveys  of  leadership,  of  the  tal- 
ents and  skills  of  persons,  would  help.  Perhaps 
we  are  also  obligated  to  open  the  doors  for  persons 
so  that  they  can  find  expression  in  the  right  way 
for  the  talents  they  have. 

A  youth  in  Chicago  with  some  vocal  ability 
sought  a  place  to  use  it  to  help  him  through  school. 
He  found  a  job  in  a  tavern.  When  he  sought  simi- 
lar work  in  the  churches,  they  turned  him  down 
because  he  had  been  singing  in  the  tavern! 

A  friend,  a  pastor  of  a  small  church,  sought  for 


a  teacher  for  a  woodwork  class.  The  woodwork 
class  was  a  part  of  his  mid-week  program.  There 
was  no  one  in  his  church  who  could  do  it.  He 
finally  found  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  who  for 
five  years  before  the  depression  had  taught  man- 
ual training  in  a  high  school. 

Furthermore,  we  can  give  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  selection  and  training  of  the  younger 
boys  and  girls.  Leadership  training  may  begin 
very  young.  Every  experience  in  which  we  guide 
a  youth  into  successful  accomplishment  will  con- 
tribute to  his  future  effectiveness  in  leading  others. 
This  is  an  art.  We  can  cultivate  it.  At  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  in  a  certain  church  school,  a  ten-day  training 
program  for  Negro  young  people  was  held,  follow- 
ing which  these  young  people  went  by  twos  into 
needy  communities  for  summer  work.  Again,  we 
can  demand  of  our  church  colleges  that  they  train 
youth  in  the  ordinary  skills  for  happy  home, 
church,  and  community  life.  Teach  them  the 
classics?  Yes.  These  will  enrich  life.  But  let 
us  not  forget  the  need  for  volunteer,  avocational 
leadership.  Every  community  needs  such  leader- 
ship. Colleges,  for  the  most  part,  train  profes- 
sional musicians,  professional  recreational  coaches, 
professional  craftsmen.  But  most  of  our  communi- 
ties need  volunteer  music  talent  for  music  festival 
leadership,  volunteer  recreational  leaders  for  play- 
grounds, volunteer  handcraftsmen  who  will  teach 
hobbies  to  the  rank  and  file.  The  regular  products 
of  our  church  colleges  do  not  now  often  take  this 
trend. 

And  again,  we  can  share  over  the  wider  areas 
the  leadership  that  is  now  available.  The  best 
plan  I  know  for  accomplishing  this  is  the  larger 
parish  plan.  Many  of  our  church  administrators 
could  show  a  greater  interest  in  this  approach. 
Many  churches,  joined  in  an  official  program  for 
sharing  leadership,  would  be  greatly  strengthened. 

Second,  we  need  to  place  an  emphasis  upon 
making  all  that  the  church  does  tie  in  where 
people  live — wherever  and  however  they  live. 
Our  program  must  "bite  into  life  as  a  rivet  bites 
into  the  steel  when  clinched." 

To  accomplish  this,  we  can  see  that  God  and 
religion  are  interpreted  in  terms  of  living  in  the 
present  world  situation. 

We  can  show  an  interest  in  and  seek  to  give  help 
for  the  problems  and  tensions  our  people  have. 

We  can  show  an  interest  in  and  seek  to  work 
with  the  welfare  agencies  and  projects  in  which 
these  same  persons  are  participating. 

We  can  demonstrate  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
with  our  own  church  society,  and  encourage  forms 
of  co-operation  which  will  through  the  very  pro- 
cess help  our  people  to  develop  a  Christian  spirit. 
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In  the  third  place,  we  can  seek  to  provide  that 
which  develops  the  beautiful  in  life.  After 
all,  beauty  is  the  heart  of  true  culture.  In  one 
Protestant  parish  where  no  one  had  ever  known  of 
a  church  wedding  being  held  in  that  community, 
the  pastor's  wife,  with  a  group  of  young  people, 
discussed  the  desirability  of  such  an  experience, 
and  how  they  might  decorate  the  church  if  a  wed- 
ding were  to  be  held.  It  was  not  long  until  one  of 
that  group  announced  her  intention  to  have  a 
church  wedding.  It  opened  the  eyes  of  the  people 
to  a  new  beauty,  and  gave  them  a  higher  self-re- 
spect. 

Closely  related  to  this  attempt  to  make  our  liv- 
ing beautiful  is  the  development  of  the  creative 
in  life.  We  can  stimulate  this.  Youth  and  adults 
can  be  guided  into  fine  experiences  into  which 
they  put  their  own  efforts  and  abilities.  In  an  Illi- 
nois community  youths  are  helping  in  a  church 
remodeling  program  by  excavating  and  planning 
the  use  of  a  basement  floor. 

In  West  Virginia  they  hold  a  Rural  Life  Jubi- 
lee during  the  summer,  where  once  a  year  thou- 
sands of  persons  come  to  participate  in  a  week's 
program.  Some  share  with  others  their  prize 
grain  and  fruits.  Some  share  their  drama,  some 
their  music,  some  their  athletic  teams.  One  day 
is  Church  Day. 

There  is  at  least  one  further  point  to  which  we 
can  and  must  give  special  attention  if  we  are  to 
help  the  rural  church  to  grow  in  its  effectiveness. 
That  is  our  concern  for  human  life. 

Let  us  not  be  fooled.  The  rural  church  will 
again  be  the  force  for  righteousness  in  America 
when  its  leaders  and  members  have  so  deep  a  con- 
cern for  what  happens  to  men  that  they  will  not 
have  time  to  quibble  with  the  pastor  over  the 
question  of  whether  he  shall  preach  a  sermon  on 
Christian  economics. 


A  Brethren  Program  for  the  Times 

BY  CARLOS  K.  WIEST 

Since  its  inception  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has- held  to  a  fine  and  lofty  position  on  the  subject 
of  peace  and  war.  However  worthy  our  heritage, 
we  of  today  cannot  live  on  the  record  of  the  past. 
We  cannot  justify  ourselves  by  the  saintliness  of 
the  character  of  our  Brethren  in  Christian  Serv- 
ice who  have  gone  on  before.  We  must  make  our 
own  contribution.  We  must  express  our  deep  con- 
viction on  this  matter  of  peace,  in  our  own  day, 
and  in  a  world  that  seems  to  be  crumbling  before 
our  very  eyes,  as  a  result  of  war,  and  man's  selfish- 
ness, hatred  and  lust  for  power. 

It  is  a  world  that  seems  to  have  forgotten  that 


basic  Christian  teaching,  namely,  that  evil  can 
be  overcome  only  with  good.  As  Brethren  we  have 
interpreted  the  philosophy  of  Christ  to  indicate 
that  force,  violence,  or  war  as  we  currently  call 
it,  is  wrong — and  in  direct  contradiction  of  God's 
great  law  of  love  and  kindness  and  self-forgetting 
service.  We  believe  with  George  Fox,  the  founder 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  that  "the  gospel  is  a 
gospel  of  life  and  light  and  love,  and  in  it  there  is 
no  place  or  possibility  for  war,  or  for  the  taking  of 
human  life  on  any  ground  whatsoever."  As  Doc- 
tor Brumbaugh  once  stated  in  my  hearing,  "all 
war  is  hell." 

If,  then,  war  is  the  great  evil  that  we  as  Breth- 
ren and  Friends  and  Mennonites  and  other  Chris- 
tian believers  have  declared  it  to  be,  what  can  we 
do  to  free  the  world  from  the  strangling  and  de- 
moralizing grip  of  this  affliction? 

We  are  morally  bound  as  members  of  the  body 
of  Christ,  as  well  as  citizens  of  this  great  and  good 
republic,  under  whose  laws  we  live  and  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  freedom,  to  make  our  contribution 
toward  the  preservation  of  society,  and  toward  the 
more  abundant  life  for  all  people.  Our  only  di- 
vergence is  in  the  method  or  means.  We  cannot 
believe  there  is  a  Christian  way  of  killing  a  man, 
even  in  war.  However,  we  cannot  merely  take  a 
negative  stand.  We  must  be  prepared  to  make  the 
same  generous  contribution  of  our  time,  our  ener- 
gy, our  money  and  our  lives  if  necessary,  as  do 
our  fellow  countrymen  who  lay  down  their  lives 
on  the  field  of  battle.  A  certain  wise  man  has  said 
it  is  harder  to  live  for  one's  country  than  to  die  for 
one's  country.  On  us  descends  the  double  duty 
both  to  live  and  if  necessary  to  die  for  our  cause. 
To  devote  our  lives  so  unselfishly  to  the  welfare  of 
mankind  in  helping  to  solve  the  many  problems, 
cruelties,  injustices,  and  hatreds  that  exist  in  the 
world  is  our  particular  duty.  The  history  of 
man's  long  struggle  to  climb  higher  shows  so  plain- 
ly that  force  or  violence,  as  a  method,  accomplishes 
no  permanent  good.  Hundreds  of  years  before  the 
time  of  Christ,  Mencius,  the  philosopher,  with  deep 
insight  said:  "He  who  would  make  a  military 
conquest  makes  no  conquest  at  all;  the  opposition 
is  merely  resting  until  they  gain  their  strength. 
.  .  .  The  only  conquest  is  the  conquest  of  the 
mind  and  heart." 

What,  then,  can  we  as  Brethren  do  to  help  make 
a  better  world  order,  in  a  peaceful,  nonviolent 
way? 

I.  Personal  Purification.  Before  we  can  effec- 
tively wrestle  with  the  iniquities  and  injustices  of 
this  world  we  must  thoroughly  scrutinize  our  own 
lives.  We  must  personally  attempt  to  purge  our- 
selves of  that  which  is  carnal — the  base  and  anti- 
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social  instincts,  and  of  that  which  is  unworthy.  If 
our  lives  are  to  be  motivated  by  love  and  unselfish 
service,  we  must  have  constant  contact  with  the 
deepest  wells  of  spiritual  power.  Through  prayer, 
meditation  and  contact  with  great  spiritual  leaders 
our  spiritual  life  will  grow  and  expand.  We  will 
do  well  to  return  to  the  simple  life  of  our  founders, 
the  life  of  plain  living  and  high  thinking  which  is 
more  concerned  with  ideas  and  ideals  than  with 
more  and  newer  material  comforts.  We  must  seek, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  to  banish  from  our  own 
lives  those  conflicts  that  so  largely  contribute  to 
unhappiness,  colorless  and  ineffective  lives — those 
conflicts  within  ourselves  between  spiritual  and 
carnal  forces,  or  between  a  worthy  or  less  worthy 
course  of  action.  By  eliminating  our  own  inward 
conflicts  we  release  energy  for  more  constructive 
work.  It  is  only  after  we  have  eliminated  our  own 
inner  conflicts  that  we  can  turn  our  minds  and 
hearts  outward  and  help  solve  the  big  conflicts  in 
society. 

II.  Aid  in  Eliminating  Conflicts  in  Society.  Con- 
flicts in  society  cause:  (a)  strikes,  lockouts,  (b) 
race  problems,  prejudices,  riots,  lynchings,  (c) 
revolution,  (d)  war.  Perhaps  most  of  our  own 
communities  are  comparatively  free  of  conflict. 
But  great  areas  of  our  country  do  suffer  from  con- 
flicts of  one  form  or  another.  Our  Brethren  work 
camps  are  one  means  of  relieving  tension  or  con- 
flict in  those  depressed  areas,  where  men  are  un- 
able to  earn  a  livelihood  for  their  families.  To 
help  them  to  become  self-supporting  again,  to  re- 
establish themselves,  to  bolster  their  morale,  and 
to  show  them  someone  is  concerned  about  their 
plight  is  to  us  as  believers  in  the  nonviolent  way 
our  particular  opportunity.  As  a  nation  we  have 
depressed  areas  in  rural  as  well  as  urban  commu- 
nities. There  are  slums  on  the  countryside,  as  well 
as  in  the  congested  cities.  The  share  croppers  of 
our  Southland  and  West,  the  migratory  workers, 
all  present  a  problem  that  we  as  Brethren  should 
feel  a  deep  concern  about.  As  a  church  we  are 
still  predominately  a  rural  people.  Not  only  are 
we  farmers,  but  for  generations  we  have  been 
good  farmers,  diversifying  our  crops,  maintaining 
the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  at  the  same  time  mak- 
ing a  substantial  living.  Contrast  our  way  of  farm 
life  with  that  practiced  in  great  areas  of  our 
country,  where  only  one  cash  crop  is  grown,  where 
the  soil  is  depleted,  and  where  the  farmers  live  in 
squalor  and  poverty.  It  would  seem  we  could 
make  a  great  contribution  to  these  unfortunate 
people  by  unobtrusively  practicing  among  them 
what  has  been  our  way  of  life  for  generations. 

III.  Relief,  Rehabilitation,  Reconstruction.  The 
gaunt  spectre  of  starvation  is  an  actuality  for  mil- 


lions of  people  in  Europe  and  Asia.  As  advocates 
of  the  nonviolent  way  of  life  we  can  do  no  less 
than  actively  aid  in  relieving  suffering  among 
these  stricken  people  and  by  providing  food  and 
clothing.  Closely  linked  with  this  work  is  the 
great  need  of  these  people,  both  now  and  when  the 
war  is  over,  which  will  be  necessary  to  help  them 
to  re-establish  themselves,  and  to  reconstruct  their 
shattered  homes. 

IV.  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps.  That  these 
camps  should  have  our  full  support  goes  without 
saying.  Here  we  who  object  to  the  militaristic 
way  are  given  an  opportunity  to  make  our  contri- 
bution to  the  national  welfare.  This  service  should 
be  but  the  beginning  of  a  service  in  human  wel- 
fare, and  one  to  continue  after  the  war  is  over. 
Our  aim  should  be  to  make  a  definite  contribution 
to  the  national  welfare  now,  and  also  to  train  these 
young  men  for  greater  social  and  spiritual  contri- 
butions later  on. 

V.  All  Out  Aid  by  the  Whole  Membership.  The 
success  of  a  vital  world-wide  peace  service  de- 
pends on  the  sincere  interest,  and  thorough  de- 
votion to  the  cause,  of  the  175,000  individuals  who 
make  up  our  church  membership.  As  each  one  of 
us  grasps  the  meaning,  and  wholeheartedly  ac- 
cepts the  challenge,  then  we  will  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  make  our  contribution.  For  many  that 
will  be  a  financial  contribution.  Certainly  we  who 
can  carry  on  at  our  regular  livelihood  in  these  tur- 
bulent times  should  generously  contribute  to  a 
program  so  indicative  of  human  good. 

Sheridan,  Pa. 


Thought  About  After  It  Was  Over 

BY   W.    O.    BECKNER 

The  Sunday-school  lesson  was  the  regular  quar- 
terly temperance  lesson.  The  teacher  presented 
a  good  outline  of  a  desirable  type  of  class  discus- 
sion. It  was  constructive  and  pointed  the  way  for 
us  to  get  somewhere.  But  we  just  would  not  let 
him  go  on. 

Most  of  what  we  wanted  to  talk  about  was  on 

the  negative  side:     What  harm  is  there  in ? 

Which  is  worse?  Where  must  the  line  be  drawn? 
How  do  you  get  around  this? 

My  thought  is  that  we  approach  the  temperance 
problem  too  often  from  the  negative  side.  When 
the  positive  side  is  accepted  all  such  minor  mat- 
ters are  washed  out.  The  positive  side  is  the  ideal 
of  a  pure  and  efficient  body  in  which  a  strong  and 
useful  personality  may  be  grown.  When  that 
ideal  is  held  before  us,  when  we  hold  that  ideal 
constantly  before  our  eyes,  there  is  no  further 
question   about  how  much  or  how  little  harm 
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there  is  in  beer  or  wine  or  whisky  or  any  other 
drink.  Nor  how  much  or  how  little  harm  in  to- 
bacco. 

The  successful  athletic  coach  does  not  begin  by 
holding  up  before  his  boys'  eyes  a  bottle  of  whis- 
ky and  telling  his  lads  about  its  good  and  bad 
points.  Rather,  he  stimulates  them  to  look  on  the 
fine  physical  and  mental  qualities  of  those  who 
have  achieved.  A  desirable  ideal  is  kept  before 
them.  Once  the  imagination  of  the  lad  is  fired 
with  admiration  for  the  ideal,  he  will  go  through 
fire  in  devotion  to  its  achievement.  He  is  led  to 
discover  that  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  does  not 
go  along  with  nor  come  out  of  the  use  of  some 
things  and  so  he  disdains  their  use  in  his  devotion 
to  his  purpose  to  achieve. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  unique  opportunity 
of  the  church  to  insist  on  the  ideal  life  for  every- 
one of  us,  to  hold  before  us  constantly  the  pattern 
of  the  perfect  life  as  exemplified  in  Jesus.  Are  we 
not  told  somewhere  to  keep  on  and  on  in  our  ef- 
forts to  "attain  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fullness  of  Christ"? 

Is  it  not  time  that  we  all  attain  something  more 
of  grownupness?  It  is  childlike  to  be  so  concerned 
with  the  how  much  or  how  little  phase  of  the  bev- 
erage question;  it  is  grown  up  to  keep  our  atten- 
tion fixed  on  purity  and  efficiency  of  body  and 
mind. 

Elgin,  III. 

■  ♦  ■ 

Thy  Will  Be  Done 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

This  will  must  be  done  by  those  who  enter  into 
his  kingdom.  But  sometimes  we  see  persons  and 
hear  them  talk  as  if  they  were  sure  of  a  home  in 
the  kingdom;  and  yet  they  often  fail  to  do  one  or 
more  of  the  things  which  the  Lord  has  com- 
manded. Are  they  mistaken  when  they  leave  much 
of  God's  will  undone,  or  are  we  when  we  try  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  to  do  all  that  he  has  said  we 
should  do?  We  cannot  believe  that  the  Lord  ever 
commanded  anything  unless  he  expected  or  re- 
quired that  it  be  done  by  those  whom  he  is  to 
bless  when  life  is  done.  We  believe  he  means  just 
what  he  says,  all  of  it,  and  it  must  be  done  before 
the  promised  blessing  for  doing  it  is  bestowed. 

Our  main  business  is  to  see  that  we  do  all  his 
will:  no  promise  of  any  good  thing  is  ever  made 
except  on  condition  that  the  thing  commanded  be 
done.  If  we  know  our  Lord's  will  and  do  it  not, 
to  us  it  is  sin.  This  will  must  be  the  supreme  law 
of  our  being:  there  is  nothing  else  that  can  be  sub- 
stituted for  it. 

The  phrase  following  shows  clearly  how  fully 


that  will  is  to  be  done  here — "in  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven."  There  is  no  division  of  authority  in 
heaven;  there  is  no  clashing  of  wills — there  is  only 
one  will  there,  and  that  is  God's.  Heaven  is  God's 
dwelling  place.  We  cannot  imagine  heaven  as 
being  a  place  of  discord.  It  is  a  place  of  peace  and 
harmony.  And  the  thing  we  are  to  desire  and  pray 
for  is  that  his  will  may  be  done  here  on  earth  and 
among  his  people  as  it  is  there  in  the  beautiful 
home  of  which  we  sing. 

We  pray  for  many  things,  and  I  wonder  how 
often  we  pray  for  things  we  should  not.  Are  all 
the  various  things  really  necessary  to  us?  Will 
they  be  a  help  or  a  hindrance  to  us  in  our  efforts 
to  do  God's  will?  And  if  we  do  pray  as  we  should, 
are  we  always  working  to  carry  out  God's  will,  or 
do  we  sometimes  work  for  selfish  purposes,  for 
personal  gain  or  position?  Are  our  heart -prayers 
in  harmony  with  the  words  we  utter? 

Do  we  pray  to  God,  or  do  we  pray  for  men  to 
hear?  There  were  men  in  the  time  of  Jesus  who 
prayed  to  be  heard  of  men — are  there  such  in  our 
days?  Are  we  like  the  heathen  who  think  they 
will  be  heard  according  to  the  length  of  their 
prayer?  Many  years  ago  I  attended  a  series  of 
meetings  conducted  by  a  good  brother  who  passed 
on  a  good  many  years  ago.  I  never  heard  any  min- 
ister make  as  long  prayers  as  he  did.  He  did  it 
night  after  night.  And  yet  it  was  always  spontan- 
eous, there  was  no  effort,  no  weaving  in  of  poetry, 
etc.  After  all  these  years  I  still  feel  that  he  prayed 
from  a  full  heart,  a  real  desire  to  draw  nearer  unto 
his  Maker  and  win  his  blessing  on  the  words  he 

(Continued   on    Page    14) 


Oh,  Master  Poet! 

BY  VERA  V.  VIA 


Oh,  Master  poet  of  Galilee, 

From  out  whose  lips  came  only  truth 
And  beauty,  that  Gethsemane 

Could  not  stamp  out  or  make  uncouth — 
Breathe  in  my  heart  thy  words  divine, 

That  all  my  thoughts  be  more  like  thine! 

Oh,  Master  Poet,  who  stilled  the  wave 
And  made  the  angry  waters  calm 

With  simple  words  in  tones  so  grave, 
Who  touched  the  tossing  sea  like  balm — 

Breathe  in  my  heart  thy,  "Peace,  be  still," 
And  all  my  soul  with  calmness  fill! 

Oh,  Master  Poet,  who  healed  the  ill 

With  words  that  banished  all  their  pain, 

And  made  the  demons  to  be  still, 
But  who  thyself  did  ne'er  complain — 

Breathe  in  my  heart  thy  healing  word, 
The  sweetest  sound  man  ever  heard! 
Bridgewater,  Va. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  8 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Beginning  of  World  Missions. 
—Acts  12:25—13:12.  Golden  Text,  "And  he  said  unto 
them,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
the  whole  creation"  (Mark  16:15). 

Christian  Workers,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life. 
B.Y.P.D.,  You're  Right— That's  Wrong. 
Intermediates,  Meet  the  World — On  the  Radio. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Ottawa  church,  Kans. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Plymouth  church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Dam  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Wakemans  Grove  church,  Va. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Timberville  congregation,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Chapel  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Topeka 
church,  Kans. 

Twenty-two  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church, 
Ohio. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  church,  111.,  Wm.  J. 
Tinkle,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Marion  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  E.  M. 
Hertzler,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  James  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Galen 
B.  Royer,  pastor. 

Fifteen  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  First 
church,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Covina  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Riddlebarger,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Clarence  Erbaugh,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  on  Easter  and  five  previously  in  the 
New  Philadelphia  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Washington  Creek  church, 
Kans.,  Charles  Reynolds,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized,  twenty-five  received  by  letter  and  one 
reinstated  in  the  Modesto  church,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the 
Geiger  church,  Pa.,  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Dixon 
church,  111.,  William  E.  Thompson,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Phoe- 
nix church,  Ariz.,  Bro.  Glen  Montz,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Mor- 
rill church,  Kans.,  Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  Live 
Oak  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  to  be  baptized  June  1  in  the  Peak  Creek 
congregation,  N.  C,  Bro.  N.  C.  Reed,  evangelist. 

Twelve  confessions  in  the  Lebanon  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
George  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  West  Greentree  congregation,  Pa., 
Brethren  Abram  and  Harry  Eshelman,  evangelists. 


Thirteen  baptized  in  the  New  Enterprise  church,  Pa. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Ship- 
pensburg  church,  Pa.,  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Fogelsanger  church,  Ridge  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Cocklin,  Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.,  pastor-evangelist. 

One  baptized,  two  received  by  confession  of  faith,  and 
two  reconsecrated  in  the  First  church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Bro.  M.  Guy  West,  evangelist. 

Twenty-tive  baptized  and  fourteen  received  by  letter 
as  a  result  of  pre-Easter  services  in  the  Washington, 
D.  C,  church,  Warren  Bowman,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Lester  Fike  of  Astoria,  111.,  in  the  Walnut  Grove 
church,  111.,  Aug.  7. 

Bro.  M.  C.  Valentine  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  in  the  Cor- 
ner church,  Pa.,  June  8-14. 

Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland,  Pa.,  in  the  Spring 
Grove  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  28. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Vienna,  Va.,  in  the  Pipe  Creek 
church,  Md.,  July  27  to  Aug.  10. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the 
Old  Furnace  church,  W.  Va.,  June  16  to  29. 

Bro.  John  T.  Glick  of  Centerville,  Va.,  in  the  Mt.  Olivet 
church,  Timberville  congregation,  Va.,  July  20  to  Aug.  3. 

Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalier  of  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va., 
June  1-15  in  the  Mt.  Grove  church;  July  6-13  in  the 
Canaan  church;  July  13  to  Aug.  3,  in  the  Shady  Grove, 
Clifton  and  Salem  churches,  one  week  at  each  church. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Michigan  will  have  Eld.  Harvey  R.  Hostetler,  the  al- 
ternate delegate,  on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Committee, 
instead  of  Eld.  F.  E.  Mallott  as  previously  announced. 

Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  pastor  of  the  First  church  of 
Philadelphia,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  federa- 
tion of  churches  of  that  city.  So  reports  the  "News  of 
the  Christian  World"  section  of  the  May  28  Christian 
Century. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  gave  the  House  a  friendly  call 
on  his  return  from  his  three  months'  evangelistic  work 
in  the  West,  mostly  on  the  northern  Pacific  coast. 
June  15  he  begins  his  pastoral  service  with  the  Cham- 
bersburg  church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania. 

Bro.  Edward  Kintner  has  been  convalescing  from  a 
flu  attack  for  the  last  two  months  and  is  now  able  to  be 
up  part  of  the  time  but  will  not  attempt  to  take  his  place 
on  the  La  Verne  Standing  Committee.  Alternate  J.  O. 
Winger  will  serve  in  his  place  for  Middle  Indiana. 

Three  seminary  men,  pastors  or  pastors-to-be,  honored 
the  Publishing  House  the  other  day  with  their  tempo- 
rary presence.  Not  so  long  ago  there  had  come  respec- 
tively from  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Eastern  Virginia,  and 
Western  Pennsylvania,  L.  John  Weaver,  Harry  K.  Zel- 
ler  and  John  D.  Long. 
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Bro.  David  O.  Schechter,  Bethany  student,  is  taking 
up  pastoral  work  for  the  summer.  His  address  is  changed 
to  78  Avenue  B,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  care  of  William 
Gow. 

Bro.  Paul  Hersch  and  wife  are  locating  with  the  White 
Rapids  church  of  Wisconsin  for  summer  pastoral  service. 
It  is  a  good  thing  to  unite  theory  and  practice  in  semi- 
nary training. 

Saturday  visitors  whom  most  of  us  missed  seeing 
were  Mrs.  Paul  Halladay  and  children,  Karston  and 
Ruth  Mary,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.  They  were  glad- 
ly welcomed,  however,  even  though  it  was  a  wedding 
of  college  student  friends  rather  than  the  Publishing 
House  that  brought  them  to  our  community. 

Two  good  mothers  of  West  Virginia,  each  sister  to  the 
other,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Poling  and  Mrs.  Loretta  Idleman,  had 
never  called  at  the  Messenger  offices  until  last  week. 
What  really  brought  them  this  time  was  the  very 
natural  desire  to  see  the  son  of  the  first  named  get  his 
Bethany  diploma,  and  then  almost  immediately  take  on 
his  wedding  vows.  Their  greetings  were  appreciated 
none  the  less. 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Manchester  College  has  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the 
latest  catalog.  It  is  attractively  printed  and  if  we  were 
not  too  modest  we  would  tell  you  where  it  was  done. 

The  West  Charleston  church  of  Southern  Ohio  has  a 
home-coming  tomorrow,  June  8,  with  "good  speakers" 
like  Prof.  W.  W.  Peters  and  Bro.  Ray  Shank,  good  music 
and  a  basket  dinner.  "Former  members  and  friends  are 
invited.    Welcome  to  all." 

The  adult  camp  at  Bethel  as  listed  in  May  31  Messen- 
ger has  been  cancelled  and  our  Brethren  people  are 
urged  to  attend  the  United  Christian  Adult  Conference 
at  Bridge  water  College,  June  16  to  23.  Write  to  Minor 
C.  Miller,  Registrar,  for  further  details. — Raymond  R. 
Peters. 

The  old  Mississinewa  congregation  of  Southern  Indi- 
ana, now  known  as  Union  Grove,  will  celebrate  its  one 
hundredth  anniversary  in  a  centennial  program  this 
coming  October,  with  a  love  feast  on  Friday  night,  Oct. 
17,  and  other  meetings  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  follow- 
ing. Former  residents  and  friends  of  this  congregation 
are  cordially  urged  to  plan  to  be  present  at  all  or  part 
of  these  services.    Program  to  be  announced  later. 

The  Alumni  Association  in  planning  its  spring  activi- 
ties this  year  was  unanimous  in  feeling  that  Alumni  Day 
on  May  31  should  center  around  a  tribute  to  President 
Winger  at  the  close  of  his  presidency.  Someone  sug- 
gested that  a  file  of  personal  testimonials  be  gathered 

General  Brotherhood  Giving 

Three  Months:  March — April — May 
Year  Conference  Budget  Brethren  Service 

1939  $21,853  $4,286 

1940  25,279  2,744 

1941  18,654  37,669 

Note:  Brethren  Service  giving  shows  an  increase  of  $34,925 
over  last  year,  reflecting  response  to  the  current  need. 

Conference  Budget  giving  shows  decrease  of  $6,625  below  last 
year.  As  the  program  is  the  same,  there  should  be  no  decrease 
in  giving.  May  figures,  hastily  computed,  are  subject  to  correc- 
tion. 

1941    Total  Conference  Budget  and  Brethren  Service  giving.  .$56,318 
1940    Total  Conference  Budget  and  Brethren  Service  giving . .  28,023 


together  from  friends,  students,  faculty,  alumni  and  pre- 
sented to  him.  This  idea  has  been  well  received  by 
many  of  the  alumni  who  have  sent  in  letters  of  appre- 
ciation. We  had  planned  to  have  these  letters  typed  and 
presented  in  a  bound  volume  on  May  31,  but  several 
expressed  a  desire  that  they  be  given  a  longer  time  and 
that  others  who  had  not  known  about  the  project  pre- 
viously might  be  given  a  chance  to  participate.  So  we 
are  throwing  it  open  to  Messenger  readers.  No  doubt 
there  are  many  among  you  whose  lives  have  been  vitally 
touched  by  President  Winger's  personality.  If  you  would 
like  to  express  to  him  your  appreciation,  won't  you 
sit  down  now,  put  your  thoughts  into  writing  and  mail 
your  letter  to  the  Alumni  Office  at  Manchester  College? 
Missionaries  on  the  Zamzam,  which  was  sunk  in  the 
South  Atlantic  about  April  17,  were  all  safely  landed  in 
German  occupied  France  a  month  later.  Among  the 
number  of  more  than  140  missionaries  were  the  three 
nurses,  Mary  A.  Engel,  Ruth  E.  Utz  and  Sylvia  M. 
Oiness,  on  their  way  to  Africa  under  our  own  Board. 
The  newspapers  have  reported  that  the  missionaries 
have  been  reasonably  well  cared  for,  under  the  circum- 
stances. Through  the  Secretary  of  Missions  in  Germany 
it  is  reported  that  the  German  government  has  granted 
that  these  workers  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  their  desti- 
nations in  Africa,  if  passport  and  transportation  facili- 
ties can  be  arranged.  The  secretary  of  Foreign  Missions 
Conference  in  New  York,  as  well  as  our  own  secretary, 
is  in  touch  with  the  State  Department  in  the  interest  of 
this  being  done.  But  there  is  no  definite  report  up  to 
date.  Papers  under  date  of  June  1  announce  that  they 
have  been  granted  passage  into  Spain  for  return  to 
United  States.  Efforts  to  contact  them  direct  have  not 
yet  been  possible. — C.  D.  B. 


Gbeut  Sooki 


Total  increase  in  giving  $28,295 


Why  All  This  Suffering?  E.  D.  Head.  Zondervan, 
1941.     140  pages.    $1.00. 

Here  is  a  type  of  book  likely  to  become  more  and 
more  common.  It  is  a  collection  of  twenty-four  short 
radio  addresses  on  the  general  theme  of  suffering.  The 
author  scarcely  answers  the  question  raised  in  the  title, 
but,  instead,  shows  how  we  may  use  suffering  to  enrich 
character  and  spiritual  life.  The  treatment  is  whole- 
some and  practical.  Each  address  is  woven  around 
some  Bible  passage.  They  were  originally  given  during 
a  family  worship  broadcast,  and  could  well  be  read  for 
individual  or  family  worship.  The  author  is  the  pastor 
of  a  Baptist  church  in  Houston,  Texas. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Songs  in  the  Night.  W.  R.  Siegart.  Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury  Press.    128  pages.    $1.00. 

The  six  chapters  of  this  book  point  the  reader  to  the 
way  of  peace  and  power  for  his  darkest  nights  of  liv- 
ing. Wrought  out  of  many  years  of  meditation  upon 
the  nights  of  experience,  the  author  offers  these  songs 
for  the  days  and  nights  of  difficult  living.  For  failure, 
doubt,  sin,  sorrow,  suffering  and  death  he  has  discovered 
a  song  from  God  to  lift  the  soul.  In  crisp  and  flowing 
style,  with  effective  illustrations  and  apt  poetic  quota- 
tions, the  author  expounds  a  Christian  faith  sufficient  for 
many  circumstances  of  adversity.  Of  the  many  strik- 
ing statements  in  the  book  one  is:  "A  change  of  scenery 
will  never  of  itself  take  the  place  of  a  change  of  heart; 
it  is  a  transformation  of  the  inner  man  which  is  neces- 
sary for  light  in  the  night  of  sin." — Edith  Barnes. 
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Thy  Will  Be  Done 

(Continued  From  Page  11) 

would  speak  during  the  sermon.  It  was  uplifting 
to  hear  him. 

There  is  such  a  difference  in  the  way  men  pray! 
Jesus  noted  that  when  the  Pharisee  and  the  publi- 
can prayed.  And  probably  we  have  felt  it  some- 
time when  men  were  praying.  But  we  need  to  be 
careful  in  our  thoughts  at  such  times.  To  one's 
own  Master  he  will  stand  or  fall.  We  are  not  to 
judge.  The  fault,  if  the  prayer  does  not  seem  spir- 
itual, may  be  in  ourselves,  and  not  in  the  one  pray- 
ing. We  are  not  to  consider  if  one  has  prayed  too 
long.  Jesus  prayed  all  night,  and  not  one  of  us 
would  think  his  prayer  too  long.  It  seems  that 
when  one  gets  near  to  God  he  feels  like  opening  his 
heart  and  telling  the  Lord  everything,  confessing 
his  weaknesses  and  sins.  And  we  should  do  that 
often. 

The  personal  desire  must  give  way  to  the  will  of 
God;  it  must  ever  be  "not  my  will,  but  thine,  be 
done."  We  know  nothing  in  comparison  with 
what  the  Lord  knows:  we  do  not  know  what  will 
be  best  for  us,  nor  what  to  pray  for.  We  need  his 
teaching.  Paul  makes  it  plain  in  Romans,  where 
he  says,  "The  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  infirmities: 
for  we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for  as  we 
ought:  but  the  Spirit  itself  maketh  intercessions 
for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered." 

James  gives  us  a  good  idea  as  to  how  much  we 
should  heed  God's  will:  "Go  to  now,  ye  that  say, 
Today  or  tomorrow  we  will  go  into  such  a  city,  and 
continue  there  a  year,  and  buy  and  sell,  and  get 
gain;  whereas  ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on  the 
morrow.  .  .  .  For  that  ye  ought  to  say,  If  the  Lord 
will,  we  shall  live,  and  do  this,  or  that."  In  these 
modern  days  we  do  not  seem  to  think  there  is  any 
necessity  of  depending  on  the  Lord  in  all  our 
plans.  God  is  not  in  all  our  thoughts  as  he  should 
be.  We  are  assured  that  he  careth  for  us,  and  yet 
so  often  he  is  left  out  of  consideration,  as  if  it  made 
no  difference  to  him,  or  to  us,  whether  he  is  con- 
sulted or  not  when  we  make  our  plans. 

It  is  important  to  each  of  us  that  we  depend  on 
the  Lord  and  seek  to  know  his  will  in  all  that  we 
do.  The  spirit  of  the  age  leads  toward  independ- 
ence; that  is  seen  everywhere,  in  the  homes,  in 
the  churches,  in  the  attitude  toward  government, 
and  in  the  attitude  toward  religion.  In  our  tem- 
poral affairs  it  is  not  of  so  much  importance,  per- 
haps; and  yet  there  is  not  much  that  we  do  that 
does  not  in  some  way  affect  all  our  future.  Jesus 
is  our  pattern.  While  here  on  earth  he  said,  "I  do 
always  those  things  that  please  him."  Is  there 
one  among  us  who  can  say,  "I  do  always  those 
things  that  please  him"? 


To  do  the  will  of  God  in  everything,  to  let  that 
will  be  our  law  at  all  times,  is  to  make  sure  of  the 
greatest  happiness  earth  and  heaven  afford.  But 
do  we  study  the  full  import  of  our  prayer  when  we 
say,  "as  it  is  in  heaven"?  If  we  do,  and  we  truly 
mean  what  we  say,  it  seems  to  me  we  will  be  more 
careful  and  try  harder  to  do  God's  will  as  we  be- 
lieve it  is  done  in  heaven.  And  if  we  put  forth 
such  an  effort  the  world  would  be  a  much  better 
place  in  which  to  live.  Our  prayers  must  come 
from  the  heart  if  they  are  to  reach  the  ears  for 
which  we  intend  them.  Let  us  do  our  part  to  try 
to  make  our  churches  places  where  all  try  to  obey 
as  they  pray. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 


Peace  on  Earth 


BY   ROY   WHITE 

We  are  being  led  into  war.  Is  there  not  a  large 
body  of  good  and  reasonable  people  still  in  the 
world?  What  if  we  should  bring  to  them,  clearly 
and  persistently,  a  message  such  as  this: 

Present  World  Problems  Can  Be  Solved  in  Harmony 
With  the  Laws  of  God 

Millions  of  lives  can  be  saved;  millions  of  homes 
can  be  saved;  billions  of  dollars  can  be  saved. 
Let's  unite  to  stop  this  destruction  by  being: 

1.  Humble.  We  have  done  wrong  along  with 
those  we  condemn.  We  are  not  perfect;  we  make 
mistakes;  our  methods  have  weaknesses;  we  can 
learn  from  other  leaders  and  other  nations.  We 
are  but  one  of  a  family  of  nations;  we  need  their 
help  even  as  they  need  ours.  We  do  not  have  the 
right  or  ability  to  be  a  dictator  nation  in  the  world. 

2.  Reasonable.  Other  nations  are  not  going  to 
do  all  the  giving  and  we  all  the  taking.  Sooner  or 
later  they  will  run  their  own  countries  in  their 
own  way.  They  are  just  like  Americans  in  this 
matter.  In  international  problems  there  are  two 
alternatives:  international  law  and  international 
wars.  If  there  is  to  be  international  law,  we  will 
have  to  obey  it.  Law  is  futile  without  a  court  and 
court  police.  Those  who  oppose  the  law  are  sup- 
porting anarchy.  To  refuse  to  prepare  for  peace 
and  to  pay  for  peace  is  to  promote  war. 

3.  Friendly.  If  we  get  many  things  that  we 
want,  we  will  have  to  get  them  from  other  nations. 
It  is  cheaper  and  easier  to  bargain  with  a  friend 
than  to  wrangle  with  an  enemy.  Other  peoples  are 
willing  to  be  friends  if  we  prove  friendly.  Once 
the  Chinese  hated  us  bitterly;  now  they  are  loyal 
friends.  We  have  enough  enemies.  Let's  set  out 
to  win  a  few  friends — not  slaves  or  vassals,  but 
friends. 
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4.  Optimistic.  There  are  just  as  many  Scripture 
texts  predicting  good  as  there  are  predicting  evil. 
Many  of  those  predicting  evil  must  be  fulfilled  by 
now.  When  the  devil  has  to  admit  that  a  good 
thing  is  good,  he  rushes  to  his  second  line  of  de- 
fense and  claims  it  is  impossible.  When  others  de- 
sert him,  he  appeals  to  church  people.  When  hid- 
ing places  are  scarce,  he  hides  behind  the  pulpit. 
No  evil  thing  is  here  because  God  wills  it  to  be. 
Evil  came  upon  the  people  of  Israel  because  of  evil 
in  their  own  hearts,  not  because  of  evil  in  the  mind 
of  God  for  them.  God  still  desires  only  good  for 
every  one  of  his  children.  We  still  can  see  visions 
and  dream  dreams.    We  can  have  faith  and  joy. 

5.  Active.  Wars  are  won  by  action;  peace  has 
to  be  won  by  action  also.  Many  are  working  for 
war;  we  should  work  harder  for  peace — it  is  worth 
more.  Church  people  control  the  situation  in  our 
country  today,  but  does  Christ  control  our  church 
people?  It  is  by  actions  rather  than  arguments 
that  we  must  answer  this  question.  We  can  do 
it.  It  is  not  too  late.  Tell  our  President,  our  rep- 
resentatives that  we  want  peace.  It  will  demand 
sacrifices  and  planning,  but  nothing  compared  to 
that  of  war.  We  are  sick  of  this  waste — this  insan- 
ity. These  problems  can  be  solved  in  harmony 
with  the  laws  of  God.  As  citizens  of  a  republic 
we  insist  that  this  course  be  followed. 

Chicago,  III. 


No  "Ersatz"  for  Brotherliness 

BY  IRA  H.  FRANTZ 

Like  a  fairy  tale  is  the  story  of  scientific  achieve- 
ment of  our  time.  Soil-less  agriculture,  improved 
plants,  synthetic  products  of  many  kinds,  and  cloth 
made  of  glass  are  just  a  few  of  the  amazing  things 
already  in  the  list  of  the  practical.  Still  more  won- 
derful is  the  promise  of  scientists  of  the  shape  of 
things  yet  to  come.  One  writer  on  the  subject  sug- 
gests that  science  will  even  put  an  end  to  war  by 
making  it  needless  for  men  to  fight  for  the  raw 
materials  and  resources  of  the  earth.  Instead  of 
fighting  for  a  raw  material  they  will  develop  a 
substitute. 

The  idea  is  intriguing.  With  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, Germany,  Italy,  Japan,  and  other  countries 
dependent  for  their  existence  on  securing  raw  ma- 
terials from  other  parts  of  the  world  and  eternally 
struggling  with  each  other  for  access  to  vital  sup- 
plies, we  listen  eagerly  to  the  suggestion  that  they 
may  in  time  be  able  to  supply  all  their  needs  with 
synthetic  products  made  from  water,  coal,  or  lime- 
stone. 

Our  forum  wanted  to  know  more  about  this. 
So  we  called  in  the  chemistry  professor  from  the 


college  and  asked  him  whether  science  really  does 
promise  to  remove  this  fundamental  cause  of  war 
— the  need  of  raw  materials.  We  asked  him  par- 
ticularly whether  Hitler  might  not  better  have 
turned  to  the  scientists  instead  of  to  the  militar- 
ists in  his  need  of  "lebensraum." 

The  answer  to  our  questions  was  a  bit  disap- 
pointing. The  professor  agreed  that  Hitler  would 
have  been  wiser  to  have  sought  help  from  the  sci- 
entists. He  deplored  war's  appalling  destruction 
of  valuable  resources.  He  deplored  the  fact  that 
science  has  been  perverted  to  this  work  of  de- 
struction. He  suggested  that  the  money  Hitler 
has  spent  for  war  would  have  gone  a  long  way  in 
buying  raw  materials  and  that  the  manpower  con- 
scripted for  armies  and  armament  manufacture,  if 
it  had  been  put  to  constructive  work,  could  have 
gone  far  toward  solving  Germany's  subsistence 
problem.  He  had  not  a  word  of  defense  for  the 
methods  by  which  Hitler  has  undertaken  to  get  for 
the  German  people  a  fair  share  of  the  good  things 
of  life. 

But  the  professor  insisted  that  "you  cannot  make 
something  out  of  nothing."  Often  the  materials 
for  making  the  substitute  are  no  cheaper  and  no 
more  plentiful  than  the  natural  product.  Even 
soil-less  agriculture  requires  all  the  chemical  ele- 
ments which  plants  naturally  take  from  the  soil. 
The  Germans  have  done  as  much  as  any  people  in 
developing  and  using  substitute  or  "ersatz"  pro- 
ducts.   But  they  cannot  make  bread  out  of  stones. 

It  really  appears  that  fertile  soils  and  other  nat- 
ural resources  of  the  earth  are  still  necessary  for 
human  subsistence.  It  appears  that,  inasmuch  as 
these  resources  are  unevenly  distributed  among 
the  various  nations,  men  must  continue  to  fight  for 
them — unless  they  can  learn  to  share  them  as 
brothers. 

Sharing  is  the  Christian  "ersatz"  for  war.  The 
trouble  with  sharing  is  that  we,  being  one  of  the 
"have"  nations,  would  need  to  be  generous  to  the 
"have-nots,"  possibly  to  the  extent  of  razing  our 
tariff  walls  and  raising  our  immigration  quotas. 
Most  of  us  in  America  do  not  see  why  we  should  be 
under  obligations  to  give  other  nations  access  to 
the  great  natural  resources  that  God  has  given  us. 
"America  for  Americans!"  We  forget  that  God  did 
not  give  America  to  us.  As  far  as  history  is  able 
to  get  at  the  facts,  it  appears  that  God  gave  Amer- 
ica to  the  red  men.  At  any  rate,  we  are  in  posses- 
sion of  it  with  all  its  resources  by  virtue  of  our 
ancestors  having  robbed  and  massacred  its  former 
owners.  The  truth  seems  to  be  that  God  gave  all 
the  world  to  all  mankind  to  use  and  to  share  in 
justice  and  equity. 

The  great  problem  still  is  to  work  out  the  means 
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for  this  equitable  sharing  of  the  limited  resources 
of  the  earth.  It  looks  as  if  the  spirit  of  brotherhood 
will  need  to  play  an  important  part  in  working  out 
this  plan.  Science,  in  its  present  state  of  develop- 
ment at  least,  offers  no  "ersatz"  for  brotherliness. 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 


The  Missing  Link 

BY  GALEN  T.  LEHMAN 

In  Three  Parts — Part  I 

A  letter  from  a  young  bride,  whose  previous 
experience  in  cooking  had  been  largely  confined  to 
making  fudge,  at  which  she  was  quite  skilled,  re- 
vealed the  interesting  information  that  her  cook- 
ing was  not  going  too  well.  Some  of  her  dishes 
did  not  come  up  to  expectations,  or  prove  to  be  as 
appetizing  as  the  bride,  and  perhaps  the  groom, 
too,  had  hoped  would  be  the  case.  A  good  cook 
has  long  since  learned  that  there  are  certain 
needed  ingredients,  properly  proportioned,  and 
prepared  under  favorable  conditions,  if  appetizing 
food  is  to  be  expected.  To  neglect  any  of  these  im- 
portant steps  means  a  partial  or  complete  failure. 

The  same  law  holds  true  in  the  matter  of  financ- 
ing the  church.  Certain  conditions  must  obtain 
if  sufficient  funds  are  to  be  given  for  carrying  on 
the  Lord's  work.  After  checking  the  situation  in 
numerous  churches  where  the  record  of  giving  was 
not  good,  it  was  discovered  that  invariably  there 
was  a  missing  link  in  the  chain  of  conditions  neces- 
sary for  liberal  giving.  In  cases  where  these  con- 
ditions were  rectified,  there  was  a  marked  im- 
provement in  giving.  Let  us  consider  therefore 
what  some  of  the  links  are  in  the  chain  of  good 
stewardship  and  sound  church  finance. 

The  first  link  is  that  of  spirituality.  The  truly 
devout  Christian,  who  is  thoroughly  consecrated 
to  the  Lord,  and  concerned  for  his  own  and  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  others,  with  few  exceptions 
will  be  more  liberal  that  the  lukewarm,  worldly, 
prayerless  Christian.  A  church  that  is  cold  and 
indifferent  will  not  be  inclined  to  take  seriously 
Christ's  claims  on  either  life  or  money. 

It  is  no  secret  that  where  your  heart  is,  there 
will  your  treasure  go  also.  Have  you  ever  noticed 
that  people  usually  find  money  for  the  things 
which  they  prize  most  highly?  It  is  surprising 
how  much  money  WPA  workers  can  spend  for 
tobacco,  liquor  and  movies.  A  person  who  loves 
the  world  rather  than  Christ  our  Lord  will  natu- 
rally use  his  money  to  gratify  self.  The  unregen- 
erated,  lukewarm  church  member  has  little  or  no 
interest  in  spiritual  values,  and  hence  will  not 
sacrifice  selfish  interests  for  Christ's  interests. 

It  works  both  ways  however.  Many  a  church 
can  not  prosper  spiritually  until  its  members  exer- 


cise themselves  in  the  grace  of  giving.  "Whoso 
hath  the  world's  goods,  and  beholdeth  his  brother 
in  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  compassion  from  him, 
how  doth  the  love  of  God  abide  in  him"  (1  John 
3:17)?  Many  a  church  has  had  a  revival  of  reli- 
gion and  spiritual  power  when  its  members  have 
been  persuaded  to  open  up  their  purse  strings. 
The  man  who  insisted  that  his  pocketbook  be  bap- 
tized with  him  had  laid  hold  of  a  fundamental 
idea.  We  bankrupt  ourselves  spiritually  when  we 
refuse  to  give  materially.  The  church  will  not 
lose  as  much  if  I  withhold  my  gifts  as  I  myself  will 
lose.  Giving  is  a  means  of  grace,  not  a  necessary 
nuisance.  It  gives  an  opportunity  for  growth  and 
the  development  of  faith. 

Was  it  only  an  accident  the  Macedonian  church 
gave  so  liberally  that  Paul  states  they  gave  be- 
yond their  power,  of  their  own  accord,  beseeching 
him  for  the  opportunity  to  share  in  the  ministering 
to  the  saints?  Not  at  all,  for  the  account  in  2 
Cor.  8: 1-5  tells  us  that  "first  they  gave  their  own 
selves  to  the  Lord,  and  to  us  through  the  will  of 
God."  When  this  is  done  first,  you  do  not  have  to 
send  the  finance  committee  around  with  high 
pressure  methods  to  get  people  to  give. 

Giving  is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  ability  as  it  is 
of  inclination  and  consecration.  A  check  in  almost 
any  church  will  show  that  it  is  the  regular  attend- 
ants at  church,  Sunday  school  and  prayer  meeting 
who  support  the  church  financially.  Records  of 
both  giving  and  church  attendance  for  three 
months  were  recently  made  in  one  church,  and 
the  results  showed  that  the  twenty  per  cent  of  the 
resident  members  having  the  highest  average 
church  attendance  gave  more  to  the  church  than 
the  other  eighty  per  cent  who  attended  little,  or 
not  at  all.  Yet  there  was  not  a  wealthy  member 
included  in  the  group  of  regular  attendants  at 
church. 

An  editorial  in  a  religious  magazine  recently 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  nation  spends 
more  money  on  pedigreed  dogs  than  it  does  to 
support  the  churches  of  our  land.  Our  country 
spends  over  eight  times  as  much  for  cosmetics  as  it 
does  for  foreign  missions.  What  does  this  speak 
for  the  spirituality  of  America?  Have  people 
really  come  to  sense  the  significance  of  a  religion 
centered  about  the  cross?    Can  we  deny  the  fact 


Man  does  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
Nor  does  he  live  without  it. 
His  life  is  not  what  he  may  own 
Although  it  helps,  none  doubt  it. 
Life  does  consist  of  what  he  is, 
Believes,  and  keeps  within  him; 
His  attitudes  to  what  he  has 
And  man,  and  how  to  win  him. 

— Robert  Byrd. 
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that  one  reason  for  the  pitifully  inadequate  giving 
of  a  large  per  cent  of  church  members  is  their  lack 
of  spirituality?  Here  is  one  of  the  missing  links  in 
the  chain.  Increase  the  spirituality  of  a  congre- 
gation, and  you  automatically  simplify  the  finan- 
cial problem. 
Springfield,  III. 


"The   Conscientious   Objector   Under   the 
Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940" 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 
Director  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

Note:  Sections  of  a  pamphlet  recently  published  by  the  National 
Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors  entitled  The  Conscientious 
Objector  Under  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940 — 
Work  of  National  Importance,  which  describes  the  rights  and 
possible  alternatives  of  the  conscientious  objector  as  authorized 
by  the  President  and  other  officials  of  the  United  States  will  be 
reprinted  in  these  columns  as  a  series  of  four  articles.  This  is 
the  fourth  and  last  article  in  that  series. 

Appeals  in  the  Selective  Service  System 

Registrants  applying  for  exemption  as  conscientious 
objectors  who  are  rejected  by  local  boards  within  the 
Selective  Service  System  may  file  an  appeal  within  five 
days  to  the  appeal  board  within  the  Selective  Service 
System.  The  appeal  board  will,  according  to  the  regu- 
lations, immediately  refer  the  matter  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  for  inquiry  and  hearing. 

No  appeal  board  has  the  authority  to  reject  an  appeal 
until  after  the  Department  of  Justice  has  investigated 
the  sincerity  of  the  registrant  and  has  held  a  personal 
hearing.  If  appeal  boards,  through  the  misunderstand- 
ing of  the  regulations,  reject  appeals  prior  to  the  investi- 
gation and  hearing  by  the  Department  of  Justice,  Section 
5-g  of  the  Act  should  be  called  to  their  attention.  The 
registrant  making  the  appeal  should  discuss  the  situation 
with  the  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict. 

Parole 

On  Jan.  21  the  President  approved  an  Executive  Order 
providing  for  parole  machinery  and  the  terms  under 
which  persons  convicted  of  violations  of  the  Selective 
Service  Act  may  be  paroled.    It  reads  as  follows: 

Amending  Section  VIII,  Volume  One  of  the  Selective 
Service  Regulations 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  the  Selec- 
tive Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940  (Pub.  No. 
783  76th  Cong.),  I  hereby  amend  Section  VIII,  Volume 
One  of  the  Selective  Service  Regulations,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  paragraph: 

176.  Parole,  a.  Any  person  who  has  heretofore  or  may 
hereafter  be  convicted  of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of 
1940,  or  any  amendment  thereto,  thereunder,  shall  at 
any  time  after  such  conviction  be  eligible  for  release 
from  custody  on  parole  for  service  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  for  work  of  national  im- 
portance under  civilian  direction,  or  for  any  other  spec- 
ial service  established  pursuant  to  said  Act,  in  the  man- 
ner and  under  the  conditions  hereinafter  set  out. 

b.  The  parole  provided  for  in  subparagraph  (a)  hereof 
may  be  granted  by  the  Attorney  General  to  any  person 
required  to  register  under  the  provisions  of  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940  and  any  proclamation 
of  the  President  thereunder,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Attorney  General  it  is  compatible  with  the  public  inter- 
est, and  the  enforcement  of  the  Selective  Training  and 
Service  Act  of  1940,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 


Director  of  Selective  Service.  Before  recommending  the 
parole  of  any  such  person,  the  Director  of  Selective 
Service  shall  determine,  and  include  in  his  recommenda- 
tion, whether  such  person  should  be  paroled  for  (1)  in- 
duction into  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States;  or  (2)  induction  into  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States  for  noncombatant  service  as  such  serv- 
ice has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  defined;  or  (3)  assign- 
ment to  work  of  national  importance  under  civilian  di- 
rection in  lieu  of  induction  into  the  land  or  naval  forces 
of  the  United  States;  or  (4)  assignment  to  such  other 
special  service  as  may  be  established  pursuant  to  the 
Selective  Training  Act  of  1940.  If  the  parole  is  granted, 
it  shall  conform  to  such  recommendation. 

c.  The  parole  provided  for  in  subparagraph  (2)  hereof 
may  be  granted  by  the  Attorney  General  to  any  person 
not  required  to  register  under  the  provisions  of  the  Se- 
lective Training  Act  of  1940.  Such  person  shall  there- 
upon be  inducted  into  the  land  or  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  if  he  is  acceptable  to  such  forces,  or  be  as- 
signed to  any  special  service  established  pursuant  to  the 
Selective  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  specified  by  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  the  Attorney  General  is  authorized  to 
establish  or  designate  such  special  services. 

d.  Any  person  who  is  paroled  for  service  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  but  is  not  actually 
inducted  into  said  forces,  or  who  after  induction  and  be- 
fore completion  of  the  service  specified  in  the  order 
granting  the  parole  is  discharged  from  such  forces,  may, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Director  of  Selective  Serv- 
ice, then  be  assigned  by  the  Attorney  General  to  work 
of  national  importance  under  civilian  direction  or  to  any 
special  service  established  pursuant  to  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940,  or  may  be  returned  to 
a  penal  or  correctional  institution  to  complete  the  sen- 
tence originally  imposed  with  or  without  deduction  for 
the  time  spent  on  parole  as  the  Attorney  General  may 
determine. 

e.  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  Director  of  Selective  Serv- 
ice any  person  paroled  for  assignment  to  work  of  na- 
tional importance  under  civilian  direction  or  other 
special  service  established  pursuant  to  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940  fails  or  refuses  to  per- 
form such  work  or  service  or  abide  by  the  rules  of  con- 
duct established  in  connection  therewith,  the  Director 
of  Selective  Service  shall  so  notify  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, who  may  revoke  the  parole  of  such  person  and  re- 
turn him  to  the  penal  or  correctional  institution  to  com- 
plete the  sentence  originally  imposed  with  or  without 
deduction  for  the  time  spent  on  parole  as  the  Attorney 
General  may  determine. 

f.  The  Attorney  General  shall  impose  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  he  may  deem  proper  upon  any  person  re- 
leased on  parole,  and  shall  supervise  the  parole  to  see 
that  he  abides  by  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  parole; 
provided,  however,  that  such  power  or  supervision  shall 
be  suspended  while  the  parolee  is  in  the  active  land  or 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

g.  The  parole  herein  authorized  may  be  revoked  at  any 
time  at  the  discretion  of  the  Attorney  General  or  his 
authorized  agent;  provided,  however,  that  such  power 
of  revocation  shall  thereupon  be  returned  to  the  proper 
penal  or  correctional  institution  to  complete  the  sentence 
originally  imposed  with  or  without  deduction  for  the 
time  spent  on  parole  as  the  Attorney  General  may  de- 
termine, or  until  reparole. 

h.  The  Attorney  General  and  the  Director  of  Selective 
Service  are  authorized  to  prescribe  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations not  inconsistent  herewith  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  proper  administration  of  their  respective  func- 
tions and  duties  set  forth  in  this  paragraph. 

i.  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  construed  as 
limiting  or  restricting  the  application  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  Act  to  parole  United  States  prisoners,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  June  26,  1910  (36  Stat.  819)  as 
amended. 

FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT. 
The  White  House 

January  18,  1941 
(F.R.  Doc.  41-487:  Filed,  January  21,  1941:  2:24  p.m.) 
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PORTRAIT  OF  A  YOUNG  BUSINESS  MAN 

From  Carpenter 
to  Crusader . . . 

A  Study  of  the  Importance  of  Vocation 

BY    C.    A.    BARNHART 

Why  should  one  want  to  cast  aside  his  workaday  tools 
and  go  into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil? 
Why  should  one  want  to  break  with  that  which  is 
usual  and  conventional?  Why  should  one  want  to  be  so 
different?  Why  should  one  want  to  challenge  the  powers 
that  be,  courting  the  disapproval  of  friends,  the  officers 
of  the  law,  spiritual  advisers,  judges,  kings  and  emper- 
ors? Why  should  one  want  to  give  up  the  safe  and 
sane  life  of  a  village  carpenter,  to  become  a  reformer,  a 
radical;  a  veritable  economic,  industrial  and  theological 
tornado?  Why  should  one  prefer  death  on  a  cross,  be- 
tween thieves,  to  the  quiet  death  of  a  common  carpenter 
on  his  bed  in  Nazareth? 

It  is  true  that  there  was  nothing  particularly  compel- 
ling about  being  a  carpenter.  We  have  no  evidence 
that  the  houses  of  Nazareth  were  built  any  better,  or 
more  artistically,  than  the  houses  in  any  other  city  or 
village  in  the  community.  Certainly  Nazareth  was  never 
famous  for  its  architecture.  In  fact  the  city  labored 
under  such  a  special  opprobrium  that  one  Galilean 
asked:    "Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth?" 

Why,  then,  did  the  carpenter's  son  throw  down  his 
tools  and  set  out  on  such  a  dangerous  mission?  There 
can  be  but  one  answer:  it  was  vocation.  What  is  voca- 
tion? Webster  defines  it  as:  a  call,  a  voice,  a  summons, 
a  call  from  God  to  do  a  special  work.  Jung  would  de- 
fine it  as  a  call  to  personality. 

Who  has  a  right  to,  and  can  expect,  a  call  to  person- 
ality or  vocation?  Let  Jung  answer:  "Now,  vocation, 
or  the  feeling  of  vocation,  is  not  perchance  the  preroga- 
tive of  great  personalities,  but  also  belongs  to  the  small 
ones  all  the  way  down  to  the  duodecimo  format:  only, 
with  the  decrease  of  proportions,  it  becomes  more  veiled 
and  unconscious. 

"The  smaller  the  personality  is,  so  much  the  more 
unclear  and  unconscious  it  becomes,  till  it  finally  merges 
into  one  with  society,  surrendering  its  own  wholeness 
and  dissolving  instead  into  the  wholeness  of  the  group. 
In  the  place  of  the  inner  voice  appears  the  voice  of  the 
the  social  group  and  its  conventions,  and  in  the  place 
of  vocation,  the  collective  necessities." 

Men  have  ways  of  playing  tricks  with  nature.  The 
nurseryman  will  prune  and  shape  the  saplings  in  his 
field  to  conform  to  the  type  of  tree  which  he  believes  his 
trade  demands.  He  has  found,  also,  a  demand  for  many 
kinds  of  monstrosities.  He  will  take  a  young  mulberry 
sapling  and  plant  it  with  its  branches  in  the  ground  and 
its  roots  in  the  air.  Rather  than  die,  the  tree's  nature 
will  reverse  itself.  The  branches  will  put  out  innum- 
erable fine  hair  roots,  and  the  aerial  roots  will  put  out 
leaves  to  the  sun.  Such  a  tree  will  offer  some  people  a 
peculiar  sense  of  beauty. 

The  Japanese  will  make  a  miniature  tree  bear  great 


quantities  of  cherries  or  apples.  The  florists  will  pro- 
duce a  plant  which  will  bear  a  blossom  ten  times  too 
big  for  it  to  sustain  under  outdoor  conditions.  The 
potter  can  mould  clay  into  any  shape  that  suits  his 
fancy.  Nature  is  very  plastic  and  impressionable,  and 
may  yield  itself  to  the  skill  or  the  whim  of  the  artist  or 
the  artisan. 

But  this  meddling  with  the  growing  impulse  is  not 
without  its  dangers.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  edu- 
cation of  human  beings.  When  we  enter  the  field  of 
education,  and  undertake  to  change  natural  human  im- 
pulses in  order  to  produce  a  standard  type  of  individual 
— one  that  will  blend  well  with  our  social  group — we  are 
playing  with  dynamite. 

Parents,  teachers  and  preachers  sometimes  make  so 
much  noise  that  we  cannot  hear  that  still  small  voice 
that  is  trying  to  tell  us  what  work  God  and  nature  have 
cut  out  for  us  to  do.  Once  in  a  great  while  some  one 
leaves  home,  breaks  out  of  a  schoolhouse,  or  escapes 
the  orthodox  theologians,  and  becomes  a  personality. 
But  most  of  us  yield  ourselves,  like  clay  in  the  potter's 
hands,  and  we  become  just  another  set  of  dishes  in  the 
cupboard  of  tradition  and  convention. 

The  man  who  hears  the  voice,  and  obeys  it,  becomes 
the  reformer,  the  composer,  the  poet,  the  artist,  the 
scientist,  the  inventor,  the  great  emperor:  and,  in  the 
case  of  the  carpenter  of  Nazareth,  he  became  Jesus  the 
Christ,  King  of  the  Jews,  the  great  Teacher,  the  Savior 
of  the  world! 

The  man  with  a  vocation  has  hitched  his  wagon  to  a 
star.  Nothing  under  heaven  matters  to  him  except  that 
he  go  to  the  place  where  duty  calls.  "If  any  man  come 
unto  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mother,  and  wife, 
and  children,  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own 
life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple"  (Luke  14:26). 

One  must  ask  just  where  such  personalities  get  the 
initial  drive  that  carries  them  to  such  heights  of  accom- 
plishment? They  get  it  from  the  same  place  where  the 
fig  tree  gets  its  fruitfulness,  the  grapevine  gets  its  wine, 
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or  the  lily  gets  its  whiteness  and  its  fragrance.  "Which 
of  you  by  taking  thought  can  add  one  cubit  to  your 
stature?" 

Listen  again  to  Jung:  "Personality  develops  itself  in 
the  course  of  life  from  germs  that  are  hard  or  impossible 
to  discern,  and  it  is  only  our  actions  that  reveal  who  we 
are.  We  are  like  the  sun  that  nourishes  the  life  of  the 
earth  and  brings  forth  every  kind  of  lovely,  strange  and 
evil  thing;  we  are  like  the  mothers  who  bear  in  their 
wombs  unknown  happiness  and  suffering.  At  first  we 
do  not  know  what  deeds  or  misdeeds,  what  destiny,  what 
good  or  evil  we  contain,  for  only  the  autumn  can  show 
what  the  spring  engendered;  only  in  the  evening  will  it 
be  seen  what  the  morning  began." 

No  one  can  predict  with  any  certainty  just  what  any 
fully  developed  personality  will  be  like;  and  since  no 
two  of  us  have  the  same  potentialities,  how  can  we  be 
sure  that  our  educational  tampering  will  not  produce 
another  human  monstrosity?  Certain  it  is  that  some 
of  us  have  been  planted  upside  down.  Because  we, 
like  the  mulberry  tree,  survive  and  vegetate  is  no  sign 
that  we  are  living,  growing  personalities.  That  mul- 
berry tree  droops;  and  so  do  we.  German  educators 
changed  Hitler,  the  artist,  into  Hitler  the  Terrible,  the 
"Scourge  of  God." 

As  two  rulers  once  walked  through  a  field  of  wheat 
one  asked  the  other  how  he  managed  to  hold  his  au- 
thority. He  answered:  "I  clip  off  the  heads  of  those  who 
rise  above  the  mass."  And  he  demonstrated  by  clip- 
ping off  the  heads  of  wheat  that  stood  too  high. 

King  Herod  sought  to  maintain  the  general  peace  and 
calm  in  his  kingdom  by  killing  off  the  budding  person- 
ality of  Jesus;  but  the  child  escaped — for  the  time. 
Many  of  the  greatest  personalities  in  history  have  been 
destroyed  by  a  purge;  some  by  mis-education. 

Jung  points  out  that  we  continue  to  honor  and  revere 
motherhood  even  though  that  thing  which  she  bears  in 
her  womb  may  be  a  potential  criminal,  maniac  or  a 
beast.  But  since  we  do  not  know  what  it  will  be,  we 
suffer  it  to  be  born;  and  we  honor  the  mother.  But  as 
soon  as  the  child  reaches  the  age  where  we  can  get  our 
hands  on  it  we  rush  it  off  to  school,  and  begin  to  mould 
it  according  to  our  own  notion  as  to  just  what  an  indi- 
vidual should  be.  But  in  the  process  we  turn  a  potential 
artist  into  a  Hitler,  and  a  young  Paul  into  an  insurance 
salesman. 


To  a  Child 

BY  H.   A.  BRANDT 

In  calm  and  undisturbed  sleep  the  child, 
As  yet  more  animal  than  man,  intent 
On  nought  but  yielding  as  some  instinct  sent 
In  blind  desire,  the  laggard  hours  beguiled. 
One  day  he  babbled  childish  words  and  smiled. 
Instinct  was  giving  way,  the  mind  was  bent 
On  mastery,  and  thus  the  innocent 
And  bright-eyed  soul  triumphs  within  the  child. 
How  full  is  every  hour!     Each  day  is  new 
In  an  unfolding  life.     If  we  could  tell, 
Or  you,  dear  child,  the  way  that  you  should  go- 
lf we  could  guide  the  trusting  soul  in  you 
In  your  own  spirit's  quest,  in  nought  compel, 
How  swift  and  true  would  be  your  life's  upflow! 
Elgin,  III. 


We  dare  not  let  our  children  grow  up  wild,  lest  they 
should  become  Lincolns.  Tradition  has  it  that  two 
brothers,  the  founders  of  Rome,  were  suckled  by  a  wolf. 
Had  we  not  better  send  a  pack  of  wolves  to  Europe  to 
mother  a  few  great  personalities — men  who  can  rebuild 
the  continent  along  more  enduring  lines  of  justice  and 
equality? 

Somehow,  in  God's  great  nursery,  men  evolved  through 
the  years;  and  at  the  time  of  earliest  recorded  history 
had  reached  a  high  state  of  civilization.  Surely  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  since  has  not  been  com- 
mensurate with  the  effort  expended.  Divided  council 
and  poor  teaching  have  crushed  initiative,  and  have 
driven  whole  nations  in  the  wrong  direction. 

Would  it  not  be  worth  while  to  send  some  of  our  chil- 
dren into  the  wilderness,  with  the  hope  that  they  might 
hear  the  voice?  We  may  be  sure  that  some  of  them 
would  yield  to  the  temptings  of  the  devil;  but  even  the 
society  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  did  not  make  of 
Judas  Iscariot  anything  but  a  traitor  and  a  suicide. 

It  is  evident  that  no  teacher  can  implant  in  an  indi- 
vidual a  talent  or  a  skill  that  is  not  already  there.  It  is 
God  who  hands  out  the  talents.  Who,  then,  is  qualified 
to  prune  the  developing  personality? 

The  psychologists  tell  us  that  deep  down  in  our  sub- 
conscious minds  we  are  housing  150  generations  of  an- 
cestors. "For  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  man, 
proceedeth  evil  thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  mur- 
ders, thefts,  covetousness,  wickedness,  deceit,  lasciv- 
iousness,  an  evil  eye,  blasphemy,  pride,  foolishness" 
(Mark  7:21,  22). 

If  our  certificate  to  teach  read  like  that,  do  you  sup- 
pose a  school  board  would  give  us  a  position?  And 
when  we  realize  that  our  pupils  and  their  parents  have 
a  corresponding  background,  can  we  be  sure  of  the  re- 
sults of  our  teaching? 

In  the  following  quotation,  George  Bernard  Shaw 
tells  what  the  English  schools  have  done  for  his  con- 
temporaries: "They  are  not  beautiful;  they  are  only 
decorated.  They  are  not  clean:  they  are  only  shaved 
and  starched.  They  are  not  dignified;  they  are  only 
fashionably  dressed.  They  are  not  educated;  they  are 
only  college  passmen.  They  are  not  religious;  they  are 
only  pew  renters.  They  are  not  moral;  they  are  only 
conventional.  They  are  not  prosperous;  they  are  only 
rich.  They  are  not  loyal;  they  are  only  servile;  not 
dutiful,  only  sheepish;  not  public-spirited,  only  patri- 
otic; not  courageous,  only  quarrelsome;  not  determined, 
only  obstinate;  not  masterful,  only  domineering;  not 
self -controlled,  only  obtuse;  not  self-respecting,  only 
vain;  not  kind,  only  sentimental;  not  social,  only  gre- 
garious; not  considerate,  only  polite;  not  intelligent,  only 
opinionated;  not  progressive,  only  factious;  not  imagin- 
ative, only  superstitious;  not  just,  only  vindictive;  not 
generous,  only  propitiatory;  not  disciplined,  only  cowed; 
and  not  truthful  at  all." 

What  can  one  expect  vocation  to  do  for  the  individual? 
Jung  says:  "Just  as  great  personalities  act  upon  society 
to  alleviate,  liberate,  transform  and  heal,  so  the  birth  of 
personality  has  a  restoring  effect  upon  the  individual. 
It  is  as  if  a  stream  that  was  losing  itself  in  marshy  trib- 
utaries suddenly  discovers  its  proper  bed,  or  as  if  a 
stone  that  lay  upon  the  germinating  seed  were  lifted 
away  so  that  the  sprout  could  begin  its  natural  growth." 

Saul  of  Tarsus,  the  tent-maker,  "at  the  feet  of  Gama- 
liel," the  most  eminent  of  all  doctors  of  the  law,  became 
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a  finished  Greek  scholar;  a  loyal,  orthodox,  enthusiastic 
persecutor  of  the  Christians;  but  the  real  Paul  was  Paul 
the  missionary,  the  eloquent,  the  fearless,  the  scourged, 
the  imprisoned,  the  beheaded. 

So  when  parents,  teachers  and  preachers  start  to  cut 
away  the  branches  of  the  unfolding  personality,  they 
should  know  what  they  are  about.  And,  unless  they, 
themselves,  have  vocation,  we  may  have  a  case  of  the 
blind  leading  the  blind;  or  a  hack  surgeon  performing 
a  delicate  operation  in  the  dark.  Certainly  the  growing 
personality  should  be  cultivated,  stimulated,  educated; 
but  it  should  not  be  bound  or  stifled.  "Train  up  a  child 
in  the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will 
not  depart  from  it"  (Prov.  22:6).  The  way  he  should 
go  has  been  predetermined  by  the  talents  God  gave  him. 
The  best  we  can  hope  to  do  is  to  help  him  to  find  him- 
self and  his  God;  and  God  can  best  express  himself 
through  man. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  a  manual  laborer  to  a  crusader, 
from  opulence  to  penury,  from  an  imperial  edict  to 
Gethsemane,  from  a  throne  to  Calvary;  and  in  holding 
up  a  worthy  ideal  to  youth,  what  teacher,  without  voca- 
tion, would  have  recommended  the  road  which  Jesus 
took? 

Columbus,  Ohio. 


Phoebe  Ann's  Ideas 

BY  ELIZABETH  R.  BLOUGH 

Two  elderly  women  sat  before  a  large  window  com- 
manding a  full  view  of  Pine  and  Shannon  Streets.  The 
green  light  at  this  corner  started  most  of  the  traffic  of  the 
town.  Perhaps  that  was  the  reason  Phoebe  Ann  and 
Aunt  Fanny  were  sitting  there.  "I  never  get  lonesome," 
said  Phoebe  Ann.  "There  is  too  much  to  be  seen  from 
this  window." 

Aunt  Fanny  replied,  "There's  a  sight  of  folks  pass 
this  way,  and  I  keep  wondering  where  they  are  all 
going." 

An  automobile  with  six  young  people  in  it  stopped 
near  the  open  window.  There  was  an  earnest  discus- 
sion and  the  elderly  women  heard  one  say,  "Let's  go  to 
Allen's  drugstore."  Then  a  pretty  brown-eyed  girl, 
wearing  a  red  jacket  spoke  up,  "Why  not  go  to  Cou- 
turier's for  our  luncheon?"  One  of  the  boys  answered, 
"I  am  the  only  one  with  courage  enough  to  say  that 
Couturier's  is  too  expensive."  Another  answered,  "That's 
okay  with  me.  Let's  go  to  Dillmans;  they  have  good 
meals."  The  carload  of  young  people  drifted  away  from 
the  window  without  having  decided  where  they  would 
go. 

Aunt  Fanny  remarked,  "Just  like  our  young  folks; 
they're  reckless  and  wild.  Think  what  people  would 
have  said  if  we'd  a  gone  out  like  that  when  we  were 
girls!" 

Phoebe  Ann  answered  deliberately.  "Of  course,  tele- 
phones, radios  and  automobiles  give  them  great  oppor- 
tunities. They  can  do  more  than  we  could,  and  I  am 
glad  of  it;  they  always  seem  more  honest  and  outspoken 
than  we  used  to  be.  Perhaps  they  need  to  learn  that 
some  of  the  fun  and  entertainment  so  foolishly  provided 
for  them  is  cheap  and  tawdry  and  leads  to  idleness  and 
bad  habits." 

Aunt  Fanny  shook  her  head  gloomily.  "You  can't  tell 
them  anything  about  having  a  good  time." 

"Perhaps   not;   they   crave   pleasure   and   excitement. 


A  Prayer 

BY  MARY  ALBAUGH 

When  we're  faced  by  hosts  of  evil 
And  nothing  good  on  earth  we  see, 
Throw  thy  loving  arms  around  us, 
Draw  us  closer,  Lord,  to  thee. 

Closer,  ever  closer,  Master — 
This  shall  be  our  daily  prayer 
Till  the  gates  of  heaven  open 
And  we  find  a  welcome  there. 


Elkhart,  Iowa. 


They  indulge  in  extreme  styles  in  dressing.  But  then, 
Fanny,  I  don't  like  to  think  of  some  of  the  clothes  I 
wore  when  I  was  about  sixteen." 

Aunt  Fanny  seemed  determined  to  prove  her  side  of 
the  question.  "The  young  married  folks  are  just  as 
bad;  there's  Jim  Thomas,  away  from  home  in  the  eve- 
nings. Ida  is  down  town  nearly  every  day,  buying  things 
on  credit.  They  are  terribly  in  debt;  Jim  is  discouraged." 

Phoebe  Ann  replied,  "  I  am  sorry  for  both  of  them. 
I  do  wonder  why  we  are  so  influenced  by  seeing  people 
spend  money.  We  were  taught  that  the  reasonable  sav- 
ing of  money  was  respectable.  Inconspicuous  dressing 
and  quiet,  gracious  manners  were  more  clever  than 
swagger  picked  up  in  cheap  amusement  places.  Our 
Sundays  in  the  meetinghouse  settled  some  things  for  us. 
Culture  and  refinement  came  to  us  as  a  part  of  going  to 
church.  We  learned  to  be  quiet  and  patient;  and  so," 
Phoebe  Ann  said,  "I  want  to  really  understand  my 
young  people.  You  speak  of  Ida's  buying  things  she 
does  not  need.  She  had  so  little  in  her  own  home  that 
things  tempt  her." 

Aunt  Fanny  continued,  "There's  Joan  and  Henry  run- 
ning around  the  streets  at  night.  They  are  losing  their 
standing  in  town  by  going  with  boys  and  girls  who  are 
not  good  enough." 

Phoebe  Ann  replied,  "That's  the  worst  of  it.  You  can 
lose  your  reputation  very  easily,  but  how  are  you  going 
to  get  it  back  again?" 

Aunt  Fanny  spoke  decisively,  "You  don't.  Things  like 
that  are  told  years  afterward." 

Phoebe  Ann,  looking  out  of  the  window,  spoke  very 
earnestly.  "There  goes  Edna  Stokes.  I  guess  you 
know  that  her  father  is  bankrupt  and  her  mother  is  sick. 
The  girls  were  talking  to  her  about  college;  she  is  a 
junior.  I  am  proud  of  her  loyalty  to  her  own  family. 
She  said  to  me,  'There's  my  father  and  my  mother  and 
our  home.  I  could  not  leave  now;  they  are  in  trouble. 
I  love  them;  that  means  that  I  am  in  trouble,  too.  I  hope 
to  find  some  work.  Mr.  Hallet  promised  me  a  place  in 
his  store.'  She  never  complained  or  whined;  she  told 
me  calmly  what  she  hoped  to  do;  she  has  courage  and 
loyalty." 

Aunt  Fanny  concluded  with,  "I  am  glad  you  feel  that 
way  about  our  boys  and  girls;  I  get  clean  out  of  heart 
sometimes." 

And  we  who  listened  thought  of  these  lines: 

Judge  not  the  workings  of  his  brain, 
When  in  his  heart  thou  canst  not  see; 
What  looks  to  thy  dim  eyes  a  stain 
In  God's  pure  light  may  only  be 
A  scar  brought  from  some  well-won  field 
Where  thou  wouldst  only  faint  and  yield. 

Hatfield,  Pa. 
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BY  CHAS.  D.  BONSACK 
Secretary  General  Mission  Board 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  developing  world 
tragedy.  The  war  with  its  diplomatic  and  mili- 
tary pressures  has  created  many  changes  and  un- 
certainties, and  the  end  is  not  yet  in  sight.  Inter- 
national hate  and  propaganda  have  led  to  much 
misunderstanding  and  made  mission  work  most 
difficult  in  some  places,  and  closed  doors  tempo- 
rarily in  others.  But  present  conditions  are  a 
challenge  to  Christianity  to  make  its  fellowship 
more  vital  and  world-wide,  so  that  the  spirit  of 
Christian  goodwill  may  break  down  the  lines  of 
division  that  man  creates  by  selfishness  and  hate. 

Personnel 

During  the  year  eight  new  missionaries  were 
sent  abroad:  to  China,  Rolland  and  Josephine 
Flory,  Edward  and  Helen  Angeny,  and  Bessie 
Crim,  R.N.;  to  India,  Everett  and  Joy  Fasnacht;  to 
Africa,  Sylvia  M.  Oiness,  R.N.  This  provides  a 
total  for  India  of  forty-two;  for  China  thirty-six; 
and  Africa  twenty-six;  or  a  total  of  106  in  all  fields 
including  those  on  furlough.  In  this  number  are 
five  who  probably  will  retire  at  the  end  of  their 
furlough  because  of  age. 

China 
Perhaps  China  among  all  mission  fields  the  past 
year  has  been  most  difficult  and  most  disturbed. 
Our  own  mission  especially  so.  The  opposition 
became  so  strong  in  the  form  of  persecution  and 
death  to  our  Chinese  Christians  that  the  presence 
of  the  missionaries  became  a  liability  rather  than 
an  asset,  and  of  course  they  evacuated  their  sta- 
tions. This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  those  who 
left  their  own  work  because  of  difficulties  or  at 
the  request  of  government  officials.  This  resulted 
in  mothers  with  children,  those  whose  furloughs 
were  about  due  and  those  with  impaired  health 
returning  home.  Of  these  there  were  fourteen. 
Eight  transferred  with  the  Language  School  to  the 
Philippines  to  continue  language  study  and  three 
remained  in  North  China,  to  keep  in  touch  with 
our  work.  Reports  tell  us  that  the  Chinese  Chris- 
tians meet  in  homes  and  chapels  for  worship  and 
fellowship,  much  as  did  the  early  Christians.  They 


need  our  prayers  that  God  may  strengthen  their 
faith  through  their  trials. 

Other  Fields  Abroad 

In  India  the  work  has  advanced  most  satisfac- 
torily. Uncertain  transportation,  interrupted  and 
censored  mail,  increased  costs  and  other  hin- 
drances of  a  world  in  war  have  made  the  work 
more  difficult.  However,  results  on  the  field  are 
encouraging.  We  now  have  a  membership  in  In- 
dia of  over  7,000.  There  are  twenty-one  congre- 
gations and  465  were  baptized  during  the  year. 
The  hospitals  gave  over  47,000  treatments  to  more 
than  1,100  different  patients  and  received  nearly 
$14,000  in  fees.  More  than  4,700  young  people  are 
in  the  various  schools. 

Africa  has  sent  no  statistical  report  for  the  year 
but  the  work  proceeds  with  hope.  A  new  station 
was  opened  there  this  year  and  another  awaits 
the  coming  of  more  workers.  The  great  present 
need  is  a  school  for  missionary  children  in  order 
to  keep  the  workers  on  the  field.  This  would  be  a 
good  project  on  the  part  of  some  liberal  person  or 
group  to  provide. 

A  Comparison  of  Twenty  Years 
The  following  brief  figures  do  not  show  every- 
thing, nor  do  they  indicate  completely  the  prog- 
ress of  the. work.    Faith,  life  and  character  are  not 


No.  of  Mis-     Cost  on           Baptized          Students  in 

sionaries          Fields               Christians       Schools 

Year 

Africa    . 
Europe 

20-21  40-41       20-21           40-41       20-21     40-41     20-21     40-41 
65         45     $130,320     $  78,095     2,137       7,129     1,747     4,768 
48        33         70,671         37,274        401       2,670        637        790 

•         26              *             39,821          *            528          •          632 

7           2           9,212           6,640        153          160 

120      106    $210,203    $161,830    2,691     10,487    2,384    6,190 
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readily  reduced  to  figures.  They  do  show,  how- 
ever, that  the  work  has  had  most  commendable 
progress  with  a  decreasing  investment  of  money; 
which  means  the  mission  churches  are  beginning 
to  bear  the  burden  of  the  work.  But  new  areas 
ought  to  be  entered. 

Cents  are  omitted;  see  page  21.  The  figures  on 
baptized  Christians  from  Africa,  China  and  Eu- 
rope are  from  the  previous  year.  It  is  true  too, 
that  expenses  were  high  in  the  report  of  the  year 
closing  February  1921.  A  deputation  in  that  year 
with  a  rise  of  prices  prevailing  accounts  for  a  few 
extra  thousand  dollars. 

The  Church  in  the  Homeland 

During  the  summer  of  1940  forty-two  summer 
pastors  served  under  the  supervision  of  the  Home 
Department  of  the  General  Mission  Board,  thus 
helping  many  young  men  as  well  as  congregations 
to  the  larger  Christian  service.  Twenty-two  of 
these  received  partial  support  from  the  Board  un- 
der the  Student  Summer  Service  Plan.  One  evan- 
gelist assisted  in  serving  the  weaker  churches  of 
the  brotherhood.  A  new  project  which  has  been 
greatly  appreciated  by  churches  was  instituted 
the  past  year  with  the  beginning  of  the  spe- 
cial service  of  a  Church  Building  Counselor  not 
only  to  advise  as  to  church  building  procedure,  but 
actually  to  assist  in  the  building  process.  Several 
churches  have  been  helped  to  hold  their  church 
property.  The  Board  has  helped  nineteen  districts 
to  have  district  fieldmen  and  forty-two  churches 
have  been  provided  with  pastoral  care. 

The  General  Outlook 

The  outlook  has  much  uncertainty.  There  are 
many  conditions  for  distress  and  discouragement. 
But  these  are  times  when  our  Christian  witness  in 
the  world  is  most  needed.  Never  before  have  the 
Christian  folks  across  battle  lines  been  able  to 
hold  goodwill  and  fellowship  as  in  the  present 
conflict.  This  spirit  must  be  strengthened.  Only 
the  spirit  of  the  Living  Christ  can  do  this  for  man- 
kind. It  is  this  challenge  that  caused  the  Board 
at  the  April  meeting  to  pass  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

First,  that  we  appeal  to  our  church  people  to 
strengthen  our  Christian  work  at  home  and  abroad. 

Second,  that  we  call  for  a  sacrificial  support  of 
our  Christian  program,  both  spiritually  and  finan- 
cially. 

Third,  that  we  call  for  well  qualified  and  conse- 
crated workers  to  go  to  our  mission  fields. 

Fourth,  that  we  strengthen  our  mission  reserve 
funds  for  the  tremendous  needs  ahead. 

Fifth,  that  we  strive  to  deepen  our  faith  in  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ  as  the  only  hope  of  the  world. 

Sixth,  that  in  a  time  when  others  are  responding 


sacrificially  to  causes  that  destroy  goodwill,  we  call 
upon  our  church  people  to  do  even  more  for  the 
kingdom  of  God,  which  alone  establishes  under- 
standing and  goodwill  in  the  world. 

Financial 
The  Board  deeply  appreciates  the  commendable 
increase  in  giving  during  the  year.  To  increase 
giving  to  the  budget  over  $12,000  and  still  give 
over  $67,000  to  other  needs  arising  out  of  our 
tragic  world  situation  is  an  evidence  that  the 
church  is  awake  to  its  mission.  This  same  gener- 
ous spirit  to  the  point  of  sacrifice  will  be  needed 
in  the  present  year.  Below,  from  the  recent  re- 
port of  the  treasurer,  we  give  comparative  figures 
that  show  the  year's  work  at  a  glance,  with  in- 
creases and  decreases  as  the  case  may  be. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Mission  Funds 

Receipts 

Increase  (  I ) 
1939-1940       1940-1941       Decrease  (D) 

Contributions   of   living 

donors     $148,107.06     $160,445.40     $12,338.34(1) 

Bequests  and  lapsed  annui- 
ties, net  income  from  in- 
vestments,   etc 43,137.32         49,303.61         6,166.29  (  I ) 

$191,244.38     $209,749.01     $18,504.63  (  I  ) 
Endowments   and   annuities       40,372.76         15,375.14      24,997.62    (D) 

Expenditures 

General   Secretary's 

Department      $     5,712.34     $     7,884.41     $  2,172:07  (  I  ) 

Treasurer's    Department     . . .       3,288.94  3,623.91  334.97  (  1 ) 

Missionary    Education    6,982.14  8,963.22  1,981.08  (  I  ) 

India    Mission     69,399.17  78,095.31  8,696.14  (  I  ) 

China    Mission     36,061.81  34,177.49  1,884.32  (D) 

South   China   Mission    323.87  436.66  112.79  (  I  ) 

Sweden    Mission     4,594.76  3,895.59  699.17  (D) 

Denmark    Mission     116.74  146.17  29.43  (  I  ) 

Africa    Mission     39.821.08  40,598.74  777.66  (  I  ) 

Home   Missions    37,597.15  37,128.37  468.78  (D) 

$203,898.00     $214,949.87     $11,051.87(1) 

As  stated  above,  from  living  donors  there  was 
an  increased  giving  of  over  $12,000.  Of  this 
amount  about  $9,000  was  an  increase  in  designa- 
tions for  missions  and  $3,000  from  Conference 
Budget  undesignated.  The  income  from  invest- 
ments and  lapsed  annuities  gives  a  commendable 
increase  for  these  times  of  difficult  investment 
conditions.  The  giving  to  the  permanent  funds 
dropped  for  the  year  about  $25,000,  which  is  a 
variable  amount  and  likely  caused  in  part  by  the 
lowered  rate  on  annuities  of  a  year  ago.  We  be- 
lieve, however,  it  is  still  a  fund  that  ought  to  be 
considered  by  many  who  seek  a  certainty  of  in- 

India  Mission  Statistics  for  1940 
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come  for  old  age  and  assurance  that  any  residue 
will  be  used  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

In  the  expenditures  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
General  Secretary's  department  had  an  increase 
of  slightly  over  $2,000.  This  is  due  to  an  extra 
salary  carried  for  the  year,  increased  gifts  to  in- 
terdenominational work,  and  other  office  adjust- 
ment expense.  The  increase  in  missionary  educa- 
tion is  due  to  increases  in  literature  and  a  drop  in 
sales  with  some  adjustments  in  salaries  and  office 
rearrangement.  The  comparison  on  the  foreign 
fields  would  likely  have  shown  a  decrease,  owing 
to  advantages  in  exchange;  but  at  the  auditors'  re- 
quest we  put  fourteen  months  in  this  year  as 
against  twelve  last  year.  Other  special  projects 
are  also  to  be  accounted  for. 

Our  investments  brought  in  for  missions  $26,000 
above  all  charges  and  office  expense.  This  is  a 
$9,000  increase  over  last  year.  Our  average  in- 
vested position  throughout  the  year  was  $1,752,- 
461.    Our  net  yield  on  this  was  4.47%. 


Annual  Report  for  the  Scandinavian 
Mission  for  1940 

BY  J.  F.  GRAYBILL 
Sweden 

The  year  1940  has  come  to  an  end:  in  fact,  the  end 
came  before  we  expected  it.  Time  seems  to  speed  up. 
There  were  wars  and  rumors  of  war  all  the  year  long, 
and  at  times  right  at  our  back  door.  In  this  respect  1940 
stands  alone  in  its  class.  At  times  there  was  occasion 
for  a  little  excitement  and  not  a  little  concern,  but  the 
year  ended  with  peace  in  the  land,  but  an  intense  pre- 
paration for  war,  and  playing  war  for  preparation  and 
defense. 

Now  we  are  well  on  the  way  of  1941,  with  the  clouds 
hanging  heavily  over  us  and  much  uncertainty  in  the 
air.  There  are  various  evidences  at  this  writing  indi- 
cating a  greater  expansion  of  the  conflict.  There  is 
much  prayer  for  peace  being  offered  while  preparation 


for  war  continues.  Many  ask  the  question:  "Will  the 
end  of  the  conflict  come  in  the  year  1941?"  We  venture 
no  prediction.  We  shall  hope  for  the  best,  but  can  only 
wait  and  see  as  to  the  outcome. 

Of  course,  with  the  war  so  near  us,  it  sets  its  stamp  on 
nearly  everything.  As  to  our  church  work,  we  have  not 
been  seriously  affected  in  Sweden.  Some  denomina- 
tions were  required  to  vacate  their  mission  property, 
which  was  taken  for  use  as  military  barracks.  Some  of 
these  properties  were  used  in  a  way  that  was  offensive 
to  the  owners.  Protests  were  made  and  as  a  result  con- 
ditions improved. 

Military  officers  inspected  our  mission  property  at 
Olserod  on  the  Baltic  coast.  The  only  objection  was  that 
the  cookstove  was  too  small.  The  small  cookstove  saved 
the  situation  for  us. 

There  were  numerous  camps  stationed  around  the  mis- 
sion at  this  place.  Some  of  the  men  in  these  camps  were 
Christian  professors,  preachers  and  evangelists.  Some 
of  these  found  great  pleasure  and  spiritual  uplift  in  at- 
tending our  services  and  in  taking  part  in  testimony  and 
song.  They  said  the  coffee  at  the  barracks  was  short  in 
quantity  and  poor  in  quality.  Coffee  means  much  in  the 
life  of  a  Swede.  The  members  of  the  mission  did  their 
best  in  making  it  as  pleasant  as  possible  for  these  men  by 
serving  them  coffee  privately,  and  sometimes  in  con- 
nection with  the  services.  They  always  showed  their 
appreciation  for  this  kindness. 

Many  men,  some  heads  of  families,  were  called  from 
their  homes  and  work  for  some  months  of  the  year  to 
serve  in  the  army  as  protectors  of  the  country.  Their 
allowance  was  so  meager  that  it  became  hard  for  the 
family.  To  this  was  added  the  high  cost  of  living,  which 
brought  about  a  condition  that  is  not  so  easily  under- 
stood. Life  became  a  battle  for  bread.  People  who 
were  not  religiously  inclined,  and  this  includes  the 
greater  part  of  the  people,  were  not  brought  nearer  the 
Christian  faith  by  these  conditions.  Those  who  were 
religiously  inclined,  or  even  Christians,  were  put  to  a 
severe  test.  Instead  of  taking  their  refuge  in  God,  they 
were  driven  to  bitterness  and  unbelief. 

So  far  as  church  attendance  is  concerned,   we  have 

no  cause  to  complain.     Many  other  denominations  are 

complaining  of  a  falling  away  and  indifference  among 

the  church  members.    But  those  who  attend  are  mostly 

(Continued  on  Page  31) 
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See  page  21  for  the  Fifty-Sixth  An- 
nual Report  of  the  General  Mission 
Board.  Table  I  for  India  appears  on 
page  22.  Conditions  abroad  have 
made  it  impossible  to  have  the  mis- 
sion field  reports  as  complete  as 
usual. 
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page  represent  scenes  on  opposite  sides  of  the  world.  The  smaller  picture  is  a  view  of  the  Woodstock  School 
d  in  the  first  ranges  of  The  Himalaya.  It  is  to  this  school  that  the  children  of  our  India  missionaries  are  sent.  Bro. 
icher  representative  at  Woodstock. 

i  a  view  of  the  La  Verne  Valley  from  a  point  on  the  hills  of  the  south  and  west  of  La  Verne,  but  too  far  west  to 

to  the  right  of  the  reader's  center  of  the  picture  are  those  of  Bonita  High  School  which  serves  La  Verne  to  the  east 
est.  The  college  dinner  will  be  held  in  the  high  school  banquet  room,  Saturday  evening,  June  21.  The  snow- 
1  the  background  are  as  they  sometimes  appear  in  winter.  If  your  eyes  are  good  you  can  find  the  white  "L"  for 
ae  intersection  of  a  dark  ridge  and  a  white  field  of  snow,  center  sky  line  in  the  picture. 
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Financial  Report  of  the  General  Mission 

Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 

the  Year  Ended  February  28, 1941 

MISSION  INCOME  AND  EXPENSE 

INCOME 

World   Wide  Fund    $123,894.92 

India   Mission    31,568.27 

China    Mission    25,091.32 

South   China    Mission    178.45 

Sweden    Mission     1.355.33 

Africa    Mission     20,553.25 

Home    Missions    7,107.47 

Memo — 

From    living    donors     $160,445.40 

From    other    sources     49,303.61 

Total  Mission  Income   $    209,749.01 

BALANCES  March  1,  1940— 

World  Wide  Fund    1,467.06 

India    Funds    9,197.42 

China    Funds    1,213.00 

Denmark   Funds    1,929.74 


EXPENSE 
General        Secretary's        De- 
partment     

Treasurer's    Department     . . . 

Missionary    Education    

India    Mission     

China    Mission    

South   China   Mission    

Sweden    Mission    

Denmark    Mission     

Africa  Mission    

Home     Missions     

Total   Mission   Expense    

BALANCES  February  28,  1941— 

India    Fund    $  8,197.42 

China    Fund    1,213.00 

Denmark   Fund    1,783.57 

Less      deficit,      World      Wide 
Fund      


7,884.41 

3,623.91 

8,963.22 

78,095.31 

34,177.49 

436.66 

3,895.59 

146.17 

40.598.74 

37,128.37 


11,193.99 


2.587.63 


13,807.22 
$    223,556.23 


$    214,949.87 


8.606.36 
$    223,556.23 


$    148,329.37 


BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  FEBRUARY  28,  1941 

ASSETS 

CURRENT 

Cash   on   hand   and   in   banks  $  86,366.43 

Contributions   Receivable    . . .  14,447.53 

Accounts    Receivable     11,506.17 

Advances   to   field    treasurers  27,341.99 

Deferred    Charges    8,667.25 

INVESTMENTS        FOR        EN- 
DOWMENT   AND    ANNUI- 
TIES 
Bonds — 

Public    Utility     $448,430.38 

Industrial       232,222.25 

U.  S.  Government  obligations  160,100.00 

Railroad      161,825.00 

City   Real    Estate    122,408.00    1,124,985.63 

Stocks — 

Common     177,589.75 

Preferred     47,009.25 

Brethren   Publishing   House 

(100%    of   capital   stock) 50,000.00       274,599.00 

First   Mortgages — 

Farm   Loans  and   Advances.  .   189,696.12 

City   Real   Estate   Loans    32,500.00      222,196.12 

Real   Estate   owned    78,418.09 

Real     Estate     Contracts     and 

Advances     78,682.20 

Sundry     1,107.00 

General  Securities  and  Ad- 
vances— 

Contingent  Investments  Re- 
ceivable           66,051.59 

Advances    thereon    7,060.87        73,112.46 

Church  Extension  Bills  Re- 
ceivable      46,185.27 

$  18,545.64 


1,779,988.04 


119,297.73 
$2,047,615.14 


Accounts    Payable    12,193.22 

Foreign  Transmission  Certif- 
icates   Outstanding    12,161.91 

Foreign    Salaries    Payable...  10,190.27 

Special  Funds — 

General  Relief  and  Recon- 
struction     $  55,216.18 

Foreign  Treasurers'  Revolv- 
ing           17,177.17 

Ministerial     and     Missionary 

Service  5  425  52 

Book  and  Tract'  Work    .'.'.'.'.'.       5!o08!o5 

Board  of  Christian  Education      1,302.21 

Denmark    Poor     1,484.93 

Gish     Publishing     1,038.58 

Gish    Testament    1,100.00 

Africa    Leper    889.60 

Student    Loan     3,956.82 

Memorial   Funds    300.00 

Sundry      1,217.39         94,116.45     $    147,207.49- 

ENDOWMENT     AND     ANNU- 
ITY FUNDS 
Mission   Endowments — 

World    Wide    825,908.86 

India      7,632.13 

Floyd     F.     Rhodes    Memorial  2,650.00 

China     1,932.54 

Cuba     Memorial     1,000.00 

H.   H.   Rohrer   Memorial    779.81 

Mary  A.  Culp  Memorial   389.89 

Africa      2,414.79 

Minneva   J.   Neher   Memorial  1,000.00      843,708.02 

Miscellaneous  Endowments — 

Gish   Estate    44,289.21 

Book   and    Tract    22,647.61 

Gospel    Messenger    14,230.42 

Ministerial     and     Missionary 

Relief     24,353.70       105,520.94 

Endowment    Annuity    Bonds  335,002.68 

Mission   Annuity    Bonds    337,132.91       1,621,364.55- 

GENERAL  FUNDS 

Contingent  Agreements — ■ 

contra      66.051.59 

Deferred   Income   thereon    . .  172.68        66,224.27 

Church    Extension     44,601.49         110,825.76 

MISSION    SURPLUS 

Building  and  Contingent  Re- 
serve        98,968.59 

Reserve  for  Mission  Ad- 
vances       60,642.39 

Current    funds —  > 

India      8,197.42 

China      1.213.00 

Denmark      1,783.57 

11  193  99 
Less  deficit  World   Wide  Fund      2!587.63  8,606.36         168,217.34 


I 


$2,047,615.14r 


Schedules 
1.    India  Mission  Fund 

Balances,   March    1,    1940 — 

Quinter  Memorial  Fund    $    6,571.91 

India  Village  Fund    950.00 

Dahanu   Family   Line    Hospi- 
tal   Fund     63.05 

Stover   Memorial   Fund    583.96 

J.  B.  Emmert  Memorial  Fund  28.50 
Floyd    F.     Rhodes    Memorial 

Fund    1,000.00     $        9.197.42 

Receipts — 

Contributions — 

India   general   donations    $  2,237.31 

India  Native  Workers    93.00 

India   Boarding   School    402.78 

India   Share  Plan    2.636.71 

India    Missionary    Supports..  23,295.27 

India    Special    Project    405.50 

Floyd  F.   Rhodes  Memorial..  2,000.00        31,070.57 

Endowment   Income — 

Floyd  F.   Rhodes   Memorial..  108.00 

India   general   endowment    . .  305.53 

Rohrer   Memorial    31.22  444.75 

Floyd  F.  Rhodes  Memorial  En- 
dowment        50.00 

Bequests  and  Lapsed  Annuities  2.95 

Total    receipts    31,568.27 

From     World     Wide     Fund     to 

balance     45,527.04 


$      86,292.73 


LIABILITIES 


CURRENT 
Demand    Notes    Payable 


Expenditures — 

American    Missionaries — 

Supports     $  32,805.79 

Less    refunds       298.64     $  32,507.15 
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Doctors'    literature     

542.50 

19.90 

111.46 

2,024.57 

150.00 

Outfit    allowances     

200.00 

16.00 

Total  expense   directed  from 

Stover  Memorial   Fund    

J.  B.  Emmert  Memorial  Fund 


583.96 
28.50 


8,197.42 


Annual  Budget  Expenses 

(Field    Operating) — 
Ahwa — 

Boarding    School    656.94 

Evangelistic      1,128.01 

Property    Expense    61.16 

Station   Expense    363.57 

Anklesvar — 

Evangelistic    1,839.83 

Farm      40.41 

Girls'   Boarding   School    1,127.20 

Property    Expense    181.82 

Station     Expense     254.02 

Vocational    Training    School.  3,535.91 

Bulsar — 

Primary    School    471.00 

Khergam       Boys'       Boarding 

School     1,082.13 

Bulsar  Evangelistic    1,314.06 

Khergam   Evangelistic    2,018.86 

Khergam       Girls'      Boarding 

School     1,063.85 

Khergam    Industrial    School.  231.27 

Property    Expense    714.54 

Station    Expense    458.18 

Dahanu — 

Evangelistic      441.02 

Property    Expense    992.06 

Station    Expense    221.06 

Jalalpor — 

Evangelistic      1,854.55 

Property     Expense     138.86 

Station   Expense    100.00 

Palghar — 

Day     School     598.88 

Evangelistic      764.13 

Property    Expense    366.48 

Station    Expense    135.45 

Umalla — 

Evangelistic      2,095.68 

Property    Expense    69.12 

Station    Expense     228.79 

Vyara — 

Boys'   Boarding   School    1,044.36 

Evangelistic      3,181.46 

Girls'   Boarding   School    1,477.44 

Industrial    School     276.36 

Property    Expense    352.73 

Station   Expense    304.00 

General — 

Administrative   Offices    674.98 

Baby    Home     325.71 

Bible    School— Gujarati    863.24 

Council    Fees    550.73 

Furlough      4,200.56 

Furniture     33.09 

Landour  Property  Expense..  181.66 

Language     195.55 

Medical     59.86 

Missionary    Children     School 

Expense      367.61 

Publishing     200.00 

Training     692.21 

Vacations     662.73 

Widows'    Allowance     281.38 

Total    field    operating    expense 
Estimated    field    expense    Jan- 
uary-February,   1941    


Less   Vada   Bungalow   rents    . . 
Total  Annual  Budget   Expense 

New  Properly  (New  land, 
buildings  and  equipment) — 

Projects   not    completed    

Special  Project  Fund — not 
completed     

Gain  on  Annual  Budget  and 
New    Property    exchange.. 

Less  exchange  loss  on  Revolv- 
ing   Funds    

Total    Expenditures     

Balances,  February  28,  1941 — 

Quinter  Memorial  Fund    .... 

India  Village  Fund    

Dahanu  Family  Line  Hos- 
pital Fund    


$     35,571.58 


2,209.68 


6,898.37 


7,353.89 


1,654.14 


2,093.41 


1,864.94 


2,393.59 


6,636.35 


9,289.31 

40,393.68 

5,635.85 

46,029.53 
136.90 


45,892.63 


3,170.31 
168.00 


84,802.52 

6,879.37 

172.16 

6,707.21 

78,095.31 

6,571.91 
950.00 

2-A.    China  Mission  Fund 


Balances,  March  1,  1940 — 

Liao      Chou      Girls'      School 

Building     

Ping    Ting    Girls'    Dormitory 

Receipts — 

Contributions — 

China  general  donations   $    2,963.43 

China   Native   Worker    43.14 

China   Share   Plan    979.33 

China     Missionary     Supports    20,485.11 

Endowment    Income — 

China    general    77.36 

Cuba    Memorial     40.00 

Bequests  and  Lapsed  Annuities 

Total   Receipts    

From     World     Wide     Fund     to 
balance     


Expenditures — 

American  Missionaries — 

Supports     $  19,334.08 

Less   exchange   sharing    120.22 

Medical    grants    

Educational    grants    • 

Furlough    rents    

Attending   Conferences    

Publications  to  field    

Transportation   to  field    

Outfit   allowances    

Doctors'   literature    

Unclassified    expense    

Total    expense    directed    from 
home   office    

Annual  Budget  Expenses 
(Field   Operating) — 

Liao  Chou — 

Repairs     ,      500.00 

Boys'    School     332.06 

Girls'    School    410.38 

Men's  Evangelistic    800.00 

Women's    Evangelistic    1,150.00 

Medical     3,939.13 

Language    Teacher     17.00 

Miscellaneous    33.33 

Subsidy— Aid     1,840.79 

Ping   Ting — 

Rent     6.91 

Repairs     642.40 

Boys'  and   Girls'  School    2,617.61 

Men's  Evangelistic    2,633.92 

Women's  Evangelistic   1,648.65 

Medical     4,067.03 

Language  Teacher    133.25 

Miscellaneous    562.58 

Subsidy— Aid     5,149.52 

Shou  Yang — ■ 

Repairs      204.74 

Boys'   and  Girls'   School   805.51 

Men's     and    Women's    Evan- 
gelistic      698.24 

Medical       51.75 

Language  Teacher    105.00 

Miscellaneous    171.92 

Subsidy— Aid     773.97 

Tai  Yuan — 

Rent     173.50 

Repairs     450.00 

Men's    Evangelistic     504.43 

Women's     Evangelistic     178.10 

Language    Teacher    220.00 

Miscellaneous    52.96 

Subsidy— Aid     547.25 

Tsin  Chou— 

Rent     2.80 

Men's  Evangelistic 1,043.79 

Women's    Evangelistic    . .  329.22 

Subsidy— Aid     72.19 

General — 

Agency    Hire     600.00 

Furloughs      2,117.87 

Inter-furloughs     450.00 

Language    School    2,038.14 

Miscellaneous    985.63 

Tung  Chou  Tuition    568.34 

Tung   Chou   Contribution    . . .  400.00 

National   Christian   Council. .  175.00 

N.  C.  C.  R.  E 50.00 


813.00 
400.00 


$      86,292.73 


$        1,213.00 


24,471.01 


117.36 
502.95 


25,091.32 

9,086.17 

$      35,390.49 


$  19,213.86 

354.03 

800.00 

202.00 

264.20 

30.71 

2,805.80 

500.00 

60.00 

99.90 


$      24,330.50- 


9,022.69 


17,461.87 


2,707.63 


2,126.24 


1,448.00 


63.05 


Total    field    operating    expense 


7,384.98 
40,151.41 


28 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— June  7,   1941 


Estimated   field   expense  Janu- 
ary-February,   1941    

Total   Annual  Budget   Expense 
Specials — 

Scholarship  Fund    

Tai  Yuan  Church  Property.. 

Motorcycle     

Exchange   on   currency    

Exchange  on  special  budgets 

Gross    Expenditures    

Less  Sales,  Refunds — 

Ping  Ting  repairs   

Liao   Chou   coal   oil    

Tai   Yuan   local   receipts    

Liao  Chou  1939  budget   

Shou  Yang   Hospital    

Exchange  gain  on  Annual 
Budget    expense    

Total  Expenditures   

Balances,  February  28,  1941 — 

Liao  Chou  Girls'  School 
Building     

Ping    Ting    Girls'    Dormitory 


975.14 


153.94 

13.51 

100.00 

644.47 

2,873.89 


5.29 
15.81 

1.24 
62.50 
33.96 

34,946.57 


813.00 

400.00 


2-B.   South  China  Mission  Fund 
Receipts — 

Contributions — 


_      ,  M  3.    Sweden  Mission  Fund 

Receipts — 

Contributions — 
Sweden  general  donations. . .  $       205.00 

Sweden   Missionary   supports  1,150.33 


41,126.55 


3,785.81 
69,242.86 


35,065.37 
34,177.49 


1,213.00 
$      35,390.49 


South  China  general  donations 
From    World    Wide    Fund    to 

$         51.66 

27.25 

630.00 

$ 

178.45 
258.21 

$ 

436.66 

Expenditures — 
Annual  Budget  Expenses 
(Field  Operating) — 
School     

$ 

Repairs     

Moy    Gwong   support    

Total   field    operating    expense 
Estimated   field   expense   Janu- 

708.91 
56.60 

Total   Annual   Budget   Expense 
Specials — 

Exchange   on   drafts    

Loss     on     exchange     federal 

1.79 
1.75 

35.80 

765.51 
39.34 

Less  exchange  gain — 
On    Annual   Budget   Expense 

804.85 
368.19 

$ 

436.66 

From    World    Wide    Fund    to 
balance     

$ 

$ 

1,355.33 
2  540  26 

$ 

3,895.59 

Expenditures — 
American  Missionaries — 
Supports    

1,450.00 

3.85 

12.66 

Publications  to  field    

Expense  on  remittances  .... 

Total    expense    directed    from 

Annual  Budget  Expense 

(Field  Operating) — 
Malm  6 — 
Publications     $ 

144.72 
140.94 
89.33 
874.75 
122.69 

$ 

1,372.43 

480.10 
133.95 

365.89 

1,466.51 

Traveling     

Native    Worker    

Vannaberga — 
Prooerty    Expense    

369.04 
53.17 
57.89 

Kavlinge — 

Olserod — 
Property    expense    

268.87 
53.60 
43.42 

Total    field    operating    expense 
Estimated  field   expense   Janu- 
ary-February, 1941    

Total  Annual  Budget  Expense 

Gross    Expenditures    

Less  exchange  gain  on  Annual 
Budget  Expense   

Total   Expenditures    


2,352.37 
348.91 


2,701.28 


4,167.79 
272.20 


4.    Denmark  Mission  Fund 


Balances,  March  1,  1940 — 
Denmark        Church        House 

Fund    

Denmark  General  Fund    


1,429.13 
500.61 


No   receipts 


$        3,895.59 


$        1,929.74 


$        1,929.74 


Expenditures — 
Annual   Budget   Expense 
(Field  Operating) — 

Traveling     

Publications     

Interest    on    loan    

Property    expense    

Total    field    operating    expense 
Estimated   field   expense   Janu- 
ary-February,   1941    

Total    Annual    Budget   Expense 

Less  exchange  gain  on  Annual 

Budget    Expense     

Total    Expenditures    

Balances,  February  28,  1941 — 
Denmark  Church  House  Fund 
Denmark  General  Fund   .... 


5.  Africa  Mission  Fund 

Receipts — 

Contributions — 
Africa  Missionary  Supports..?  14,663.57 
Africa    general    donations    . .       4,533.54 

Africa  Share  Plan   969.89 

Africa    Leper    289.66    $  20,456.66 

Endowment   Income    96.59 

Total   Receipts    

From     World     Wide     Fund     to 
balance     


Expenditures — 

American   Missionaries — 

Supports    $  20,916.69 

Medical    grants    378.23 

Educational     grants     148.00 

Furlough    rents    243.00 

Attending   Conferences    40.00 

Publications  to  field   60.13 

Transportation   to   field    3,713.42 

Africa  Literature   Committee  100.00 
Africa     Committee    of    For- 
eign Missions   Conference  100.00 

Doctors'  literature   50.00 

Outfit  allowances   100.00 

Unclassified  expense  20.60 

Total    expense    directed    from 
home    office 

Annual  Budget  Expense 
(Field  Operating) — 

Garkida — 

Elementary    School    $  597.88 

Medical    1,689.13 

Touring   and   Field   Work    ..  197.23 

Upkeep     362.42 

General      337.23 

Improvements     375.78 

Shop    119.86          3,679.53 

Lassa — 

Elementary  School  518.14 

Medical     717.44 

Touring  and  Field  Work   ...  243.06 

Upkeep     242.03 

General    240.97 

Improvements     110.14 

Shop     55.12          2,126.90 

Marama — 

Elementary  School  333.76 

Medical    605.32 

Touring  and  Field  Work   ...  273.20 

Upkeep     143.82 

General    69.28 


.           25.07 
62.87 
50.59 
13.40 

$ 

151.93 
20.88 

172.81 
26.64 

1,429.13 
354.44 

146.17 
1,783.57 

$ 

1,929.74 

$     20,553.25 

20,045.49 

$      40,598.74 


$     25,870.07 
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Improvements     243.00 

Shop    45.84 

Ghibuk — 
General    Station    

General — 

Furloughs     1,737.97 

General   Administration    1,185.98 

Training    School    286.58 

Agriculture     148.29 

Total  field  operating  expense. . 
Estimated  budget  expense  Jan- 
uary-February,   1941    

Total  Annual  Budget  Expense 

New      Property      (New      land, 
buildings  and  equipment) — 

Garkida — 

Residence  No.   6    1,380.12 

Dental  House    145.80 

Press  Building    185.65 

Lumber    Store    324.47 

Cost     of     partly     completed 
projects     


Less  cost  of  partly  completed 
projects  reported  last  year 

Actual  New  Property  Expense 

Specials — 

Commissions  on   drafts   . . . 
Staff  services  of  Dr.  Munch- 
heimer    


1,714.22 
429.16 


3,358.82 

11,308.63 

2,003.00 


1,525.92 


Gross   Expenditures 

Less  exchange  gain — 

On  Annual  Budget   items 
On  New   Property   items    . 


6.    Home  Mission  Fund 
Receipts — 

Contributions 


•Last  year's  figures  should 
correctly  have  been  shown 
as  Northwest  Kansas, 
$150.00;  Southeast  Kansas, 
$1,241.60. 

Interest  on  Church  Debts — 

Mansfield,  Northeastern  Ohio 

Lake    Ridge,    N.    Y—  Eastern 

Pa 


13,311.63 


510.12 

2,320.28 

4,356.32 

1,207.62 

3,148.70 

34.68 

362.37 

397.05 

42,727.45 

1,665.09 
463.62 

2,128.71 

$ 

40,598.74 

Home    general   donations    . . . 
From     Bequests     and     Lapsed 

$ 

7,101.57 
5.90 

From     World     Wide     Fund     to 

7,107.47 
30,020.90 

$ 

37,128.37 

Expenditures — 
Aid  to  Districts — 

Florida  and  Georgia   

North  and  South  Carolina   . . 

$  292.50 
849.96 

1,452.50 

707.46 

75.00 

2,442.44 
542.46 
960.00 
330.00 
892.50 
568.50 
450.00 

1,325.27 
200.00 

424.98 
727.50 
799.92 
100.00 
334.98 
660.00 
49.98 
240.00* 
879.90* 
537.42 

1,520.28 
210.00 

1,181.63 
366.58 

424.98 

654.96 

1,486.92 

1,054.98 

2.099.94 

971.46     $ 

Second    West    Virginia    

S.  E.  Pa.,  N.  J.  and  N.  Y.  ... 
Western    Pennsylvania     

N.  Dakota  and  Eastern  Mon- 

N.  Iowa,  Minn,  and  S.  Dakota 

Oklahoma,       Panhandle       of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico    . . 

Southern    Missouri    and    Ar- 

Southern    California    

Idaho  and  Western   Montana 

25,815.00 

120.00 
109.50 


Mt.   Pleasant,   Western   Pa...  46.00 
Petersburg,    First    West    Vir- 
ginia      150.00 

Connellsville,  Western  Pa.   ..  52.48  477.98 

Summer  Pastors — 

Eastern    Pennsylvania    175.00 

Eastern    Virginia    301.00 

Colorado      50.00 

Western   Canada    258.35 

N.  Iowa,  Minn.  &  S.  Dakota  383.00 

Michigan     347.50 

Western    Pennsylvania     200.00 

Southern    Virginia    95.55 

Southern    Illinois    150.00 

Northern    Missouri     166.62 

Washington     325.00 

Oklahoma,       Panhandle       of 

Texas  and  New  Mexico   . .  242.65 

Northeastern    Ohio    157.50 

Southern  Pennsylvania    \  150.00 

Second    Virginia    269.00 

Northern    California    121.88             3,393.05 

Miscellaneous — 

Home   Mission   Council    100.00 

Cumberland   Homestead    25.00 

Federal  Council  of  Churches — 
Evangelism     25.00  150.00 

Traveling  Evangelists — 

G.     G.     Canfield— Idaho     and 

W.     Montana,     N.     Dakota 

and  E.  Montana,  N.  Illinois 

and    Wisconsin,    Colorado — 

(miles  traveled  5,294) 

Time    and    mileage    $     1,411.76 

Printing     27.84 

1,439.60 
Less    offerings'     1,138.68  300.92 

I.  N.  H.  Beahm— Second 
West  Virginia 

Time    125.00 

Less    offerings*     62.87  62.13 

J.  F.  Baldwin — S.  Alabama..  40.00 

J.   S.   Zimmerman— S.   Calif..  43.00 

Insurance      8.80  454.85 

Non-Resident  Members — 
Merlin   Shull — time    and   ex- 
tra   help     938.14 

Printing   and   supplies    241.71 

Office    equipment    52.22 

Postage     190.85 

Office   rent 30.00 

Group    insurance    13.76             1,466.68 

Church  Building  Counsel — 

C.   H.   Deardorff   (6  months) 
(4,541  auto  miles) 

Time  and  mileage    957.10 

Advance   for   trailer    600.00 

Miscellaneous    1.53 

1,558.63 
Less    offerings*     67.60  1,491.03 

Home  Secretary  Department 
Expense — 

Salaries  and  office  help 2,547.90 

Traveling     447.29 

Rent     81.00 

Stationery   and   supplies    ....  159.07 

Telephone  and  telegraph    . . .  38.16 

Postage     127.66 

Literature  and  Loan  Library  325.90 

Miscellaneous    7.76 

Conferences      56.00 

Group    Insurance    89.04             3,879.78 

Total   Expenditures    $     37,128.37 

7.    Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service  Fund 

Balance,    March    1,    1940    $     4,651.70 

Receipts — 

Gish  Estate  Endowment  In- 
come     $       354.60 

General   Endowment    Income         994.15 

Endowment  principal   500.00 

Conference   Budget    14,000.00 

Bequests  and  Lapsed  Annui- 
ties      684.63 

Total   Receipts    16,533.38 

21,185.08 
Expenditures — 

Registered   allowances    15,233.17 

Ministers'    Specials    346.54 

Missionary    Specials    179.85 

Total  Expenditures    15,759.56 

Balance,  February  28,   1941  $         5,425.52 

*To     be     reported     in     detail 
elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
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8.    Special  Funds 

Student   Loan  Fund — 

Balance,  March   1,   1940    

Receipts — 

From       Conference       Budget 

Fund      $    2,000.00 

Loans    repaid    750.00 

Interest   thereon    252.87 

Expenditures- 
Loans    made    

Balance,    February    28,    1941.. 
Gish  Publishing  Fund — 

Balance,  March   1,   1940     

Receipts — 

From     Gish     Estate     Endow- 
ment     

Expenditures — 

Publicity      82.32 

Committee    books     66.35 

Committee    meetings    14.11 

Loss  on  sales  to  ministers   . .  2,622.69 


$     1,353.95 


3,002.87 

4,356.82 

400.00 


2,405.66 

1,418.39 
3,824.05 

2,785.47 


Balance,   February  28,   1941.. 
Book  and  Tract  Work — 

Balance,   March  1,   1940    

Receipts — 

Contributions    

Endowment   note    interest    . . 
Endowment    Income    

Expenditures — ■ 

Endowment    rebates    

Tract    mailing     

Tract  publication 

Balance,  February   28,   1941.. 
Gish  Testament   Fund — 

Balance,    March    1,    1940    

No  receipts — No  expenditures 

Balance,  February   28,   1941.. 
Denmark   Poor   Fund — 

Balance,  March  1,   1940    

No  receipts — No  expenditures 

Balance,   February  28,   1941.. 
Africa  Leper  Fund — 

Balance,  March   1,   1940    

Receipts— 

From    American    Mission    to 
Lepers     

Expenditures — 
Withdrawn    by    Africa    Mis- 
sion   Treasurer     

Balance,  February  28,   1941.. 
Memorial  Funds — 

Balance,  March   1,   1940   

Receipts — 

Interest     

Transfer      to      World      Wide 
Mission   Fund    

Balance,   February  28,   1941.. 

Foreign  Treasurers'   Revolving 
Funds — 

Balance,  March   1,   1940    

Receipts — transfers — 

India   Revolving  Funds    

Expenditures — transfers — 

India    Revolving    Funds    

Denmark     Revolving     Funds 

Balance,   February   28,   1941.. 
Sundry   Balances — 

(No  change  from  last  year) 

Japan    Mission    Fund    

Philippine    Mission    Fund    . . 
Porto  Rico  Mission  Fund   . . . 

Arab  Mission  Fund    

South  America  Mission  Fund 
New    England    Mission    Fund 

Cuba  Mission  Fund    

Australia   Mission   Fund    .... 
Jerusalem  Mission  Fund    . . . 

Conference  Budget  Fund — 

Receipts     

Expenditures     

Total  Special  Funds    


25.59 

6.00 

906.62 


10.40 

98.43 

514.94 


915.09 
325.53 


$      3,956.82 


4,693.61 


938.21 
5,631.82 


623.77 


1,100.00 


1,484.93 


987.84 


1,038.58 


5,008.05 


1,100.00 


1.484.93 


Report  of  Evangelistic  Offerings 

The  following  is  a  report  of  offerings  taken  at  evangelistic 
meetings  or  otherwise.  These  are  not  credits  on  the  Conference 
Budget. 

(A)    G.   G.   Canfield  for  year  ended  February  28,   1941 

Payette  Valley,  Idaho  and  Western  Montana  $  50.00 

Fruitland,  Idaho  and  Western  Montana   58.55 

Emmett,   Idaho   and   Western   Montana    30.00 

Clearwater,  Idaho  and   Western  Montana    25.50 

Nezperce,  Idaho  and  Western  Montana   50.00 

Winchester,   Idaho   and   Western  Montana    26.82 

Milk  River  Valley,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   .  .  .     30.00 

Camp   Glein,   Eastern   Montana    5.00 

Grandview,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   9.62 

District  Meeting,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   10.00 

Surrey,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   60.00 

Kenmare,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana 31.00 

Berthold,   North   Dakota   and  Eastern   Montana    16.68 

Minot,   North   Dakota   and  Eastern   Montana    50.75 

Ellison,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   55.05 

Cando,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana    75.00 

Pleasant  Valley,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   58.15 

Carrington,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   66.54 

Poplar  Valley,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana    47.19 

Zion,  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   75.00 

Lanark,  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin   112.73 

First   Grand   Valley,    Colorado    65.10 

Fruita,    Colorado    50.00 

Rocky   Ford,   Colorado    80.00 

$1,138.68 
(B)   I.  N.  H.  Beahm  for  Summer,  1940 

Bethany,  Second  West  Virginia   $  15.41 

Pleasant  Hill,   Second  West   Virginia    31.62 

Goshen,   Second   West  Virginia    15.84 

$  62.87 
(C)    C.   H.    Deardorff,    Building    Counselor 

Big  Creek,   Oklahoma,  P.  Tex.  &  N.  Mex $    4.50 

Thomas,   Oklahoma,   P.   Tex.   &   N.   Mex 4.00 

Oklahoma  City,   Oklahoma,  P.  Tex.  &  N.   Mex 8.70 

Empire,    Northern    California    50.40 

$  67.60 


Statement  of  Gish  Publishing  Fund  for 
Year  Ended  Feb.  28,  1941 
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4,050.00 

26 
36 

5,037.84 

92 

93 

4,148.24 

95 
107 

889.60 

108 
111 

350.00 

116 
121 

17.50 

149 
157 

367.50 

167 

67.50 

300.00 

176 

181 
183 

185. 

16,609.49 

192. 
195 

1,808.29 

196. 

18,417.78 

199. 

200. 
201. 

1,240.62 

17,177.16 

202. 

204. 
205. 

208. 

209. 

98.80 

212. 

81.40 

219 

234.42 

220. 

50.00 

221 

152.34 

224. 

52.50 

225. 

331.27 

226. 

16.00 

227 

200.66 

1,217.39 

229. 

230. 

231. 

88,233.66 

233. 

88,233.66 

234. 
235. 

5 

32,172.53 

Bible  Dictionary    

Bible    Atlas    

Universalism  Against  Itself   ....  164 
Greatness  and  Simplicity  of  the 

Christian    Faith     34 

Essentials   of   Evangelism    8 

Parish    Evangelism     21 

Report    of   Washington    Mission- 
ary Conference    4 

One  Volume  Bible  Commentary 

Visitation    Evangelism    11 

The  Local  Church    11 

The  Clash   of  Color   20 

The  Madness  of  War    4 

Between   War   and   Peace    ■    4 

Preacher     and     His     Missionary 

Message,    The    6 

Open    Doors    in    Religious    Edu- 
cation        1 

Flashlights    From    History    25 

Grace   in  the  New   Testament. .  3 
Liberating  Lay  Forces  of  Chris- 
tianity       24 

Cruden's   Concordance    

F.   B.   Meyer    3 

Cultural  Changes  in  the  Church 

of  the  Brethren    1 

The  Finality  of  Jesus  Christ   ...  1 

Cokesbury  Funeral  Manual   ....  13 

Preachers   Present   Arms    4 

Home   Missions   Today   and   To- 
morrow     •  17 

Revolution  in  Economic  Life   .  .  11 
Life   Portrayed    in    the    Sermon 

on   the   Mount    43 

Sadhu    Sundar    Singh     . . .  5 

Prayer 1 

John   Frederick   Oberlin    11 

The  Funeral  Message    21 

Religion    in    Shoes    6 

The   Minister's   Wife    18 

The  Minister's  Job   19 

Living   Religion    22 

Oxford   Message   and   Decisions.  76 

Edinburgh    Conference    Report.  94 

Home  Builders  of  Tomorrow    .  .  15 

Adventures  in  Radiant  Living.  .  12 

The  Singing  Church    14 

Psychology  for  Christian  Teach- 
ers      12 

Fifth  Avenue  to  Farm   81 

Prayer  and  Worship   6 
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236.  World  Mission  of  the  Church   ..33  6 

237.  What  Shall  I  Do  With  Jesus?   . .  34         25  58           1 

238.  Complete  Index  to  Thought  and 

Teachings  of  Christ    9         75  77           7 

239.  Supplementary   Bible    61  61 

240.  Worship   in   the  Village   Church  176  81         95 

241.  Doran's    Ministers   Manual,    1940  26  26 

242.  Christian   Home  Making    12          50  62 

243.  Youth  and  the  Way  of  Jesus   . .  50         25  75 

244.  Christ  and  the  Fine  Arts   46        200  3        224          19 

245.  Educational  Work  of  the  Church  62  54           8 

246.  When  You  Call  on  the  Sick   ...  335  305         30 

247.  Your   Self   and   Health    215  198          17 

248.  Message  of  the  Book  of  Revela- 

tion        250  3        228          19 

249.  Christian   Alternative    to    World 

Chaos    150  134          16 

250.  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Vol.  1 200  200 

251.  The  Church  in  Rural  Life   125  123           2 

252.  I  Have  a   Stewardship    225  6        192         27 

253.  Gospel  of  Jesus   175  162         13 

254.  Bartlett's  Familiar   Quotations..  175  170           5 

255.  Settlement   of   the   Brethren    on 

the  Pacific  Slope    125  110         15 

256.  Brethren   Minister's   Manual    ...  938  890          48 

257.  New  Testament  Basis  of  Pacifism  670  670 

258.  Pastoral    Psychiatry     175  146          29 

259.  Gospel   of   Matthew    150  2        148 

260.  The   Opening  Doors  of  Childhood  1§0  112         38 

261.  Christian     Education     and     the 

Alcohol   Problem    150  119         31 

262.  Alcohol  Problem   Visualized    ...  300  152        148 

263.  Doran's   Ministers'  Manual,    1941  325  2        261          62 

264.  Highland    Shepherds    150  108          42 

265.  Conversations   of  Jesus    150  115         35 

266.  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Vol.  II   . .  150  133         17 

267.  Rites       and       Ordinances       and 

Ground   Searching   Questions  150  122         28 

268.  Is  the  Kingdom  of  God  Realism?  200  3        163         34 
•269.     Church  Management  (magazine) 

*270.    Expositor  (magazine) 
*271.     International     Journal     of     Re- 
ligious Education  (magazine) 

272.  We   Won't  Murder    200  2        114         84 

273.  Bible  Dictionary    '. 100  73         27 

274.  History  of  the  Christian  Church  100  75         25 

275.  His   Truth   Endureth    100  78          22 

276.  Gospel  of  Mark   100  83          17 

277.  Faces  About  the  Cross    150  104         46 

278.  Reaching  the  Unchurched    100  74         26 

1,333     7,536  44     7,096     1,729 

•Listed  only;  orders  at  cost  through  Brethren  Publishing  House. 
(For  statement  of  the  Fund,  see  Schedule  8  preceding  this  table.) 


Annual  Report  for  the  Scandinavian 
Mission  for  1940 

(Continued   From   Page  23) 

Christians.  Very  few  non-Christian  people  attend  church 
services.  Those  who  most  need  to  hear  the  message  of 
salvation  are  not  there.  How  to  reach  the  masses  that 
do  not  attend  church  is  the  burning  question  of  the  day. 
The  established  attitude  and  practice  in  Sweden  is  that 
Sunday  school  is  only  for  children  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  thirteen,  and  that  church  services  are  not  for 
children  but  only  for  people  grown  up  and  those  who 
make  a  Christian  profession.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  or 
fourteen  most  children  are  confirmed.  Then  they  are 
considered  Christian  regardless  of  confession  or  the  life 
they  are  living.  Some  take  their  confirmation  sincerely, 
but  many  do  not.  If  the  junior  and  young  people's  so- 
cieties do  not  succeed  in  holding  them,  they  are  lost  to 
all  Christian  influence.  If  they,  at  their  confirmation 
age,  turn  their  backs  to  the  church  they  are  hard  to 
win. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  special  evangelistic 
meetings  at  three  of  our  mission  stations,  two  such  series 
of  meetings  at  Malmo.  One  of  these  was  especially  in- 
teresting. We  had  a  good  attendance,  but  very  few  un- 
saved attended.  Several  confessed  their  desire  to  live  a 
life  for  God,  but  there  were  no  evidences  of  a  thorough 
conversion,  or  accessions  to  the  church.  Some  of  these 
attend  our  services  and  fruits  may  develop  later.  We  are 
praying  to  this  end.  We  have  had  but  one  addition  in 
Malmo,  one  death  and  one  disowned,  which  leaves  us 
one  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.     At  Olserod 


two  were  baptized  and  one  was  lost  by  death.  At 
Vannaberga  there  was  no  baptism,  but  one  was  dis- 
owned. At  present  a  series  of  meetings  is  being  con- 
ducted at  this  place  and  the  interest  is  good,  so  that  they 
are  continuing  longer  than  had  been  planned.  At  this 
place  we  have  more  people  in  attendance  who  are  not 
professing  Christians.  We  hope  there  will  be  some  re- 
sults of  these  meetings. 

The  most  encouraging  feature  of  our  work  during  1940 
was  the  young  people's  camp.  This  was  our  first  camp. 
The  attendance  was  good,  the  spirit  fine  and  the  results 
promising.  There  were  several  conversions  and  three 
were  baptized. 

We  are  planning  for  tent  services  for  1941.  In  this 
way  we  hope  to  reach  a  class  composed  of  those  who  do 
not  go  to  church  or  mission  halls.  This  work  is  suc- 
cessful in  other  denominations  and  we  hope  to  win 
some  for  the  kingdom  in  this  way. 

Financial  Report  for  Sweden 

Receipts 

Balance   from    1939    $    261.99 

Received  from  General  Mission  Board $3,493.97 

Foreign   Mission    Offering    35.68      3,529.65 

$3,791.64 
Expenditures 

Missionaries'   salaries    $1,360.30 

Native  workers'   support    1,560.84 

Traveling    expense     217.80 

Property    expense     98.39 

Publication     130.00       3,367.33 

Balance    to    1941    $    424.31 

Denmark 

I  was  able  to  make  but  one  trip  to  Denmark  during 
1940.  That  was  in  January.  Two  efforts  were  made 
later  to  get  there,  but  present  political  conditions  did  not 
allow  the  granting  of  a  passport  vise. 

Because  of  strict  censorship  I  am  not  able  to  say 
anything  about  conditions  generally.  In  fact  we  find 
out  very  little,  although  we  are  so  near.  At  the  time 
of  my  visit  all  was  well  and  the  church  was  looking  for- 
ward to  the  installation  of  the  young  brother  who  was 
elected  to  the  ministry  a  year  before,  and  who  was  to 
be  installed  in  July  of  1940.  This  young  brother  con- 
cluded his  work  at  a  Bible  institute  in  June.  A  few 
months  before  this  a  great  change  took  place  in  Den- 
mark politically,  which  has  made  it  impossible  for  me 
to  get  there.    This  has  somewhat  handicapped  the  work. 

According  to  the  meager  reports  from  this  young  bro- 
ther, they  are  permitted  to  carry  on  with  public  services, 
Sunday-school  and  young  people's  work.  He  endeavors 
to  make  a  pastoral  visit  to  the  members  once  a  month. 
Even  if  he  is  not  installed  and  has  a  number  of  problems, 
he  seems  to  be  encouraged  in  the  work  and  hopeful  for 
the  future.  They  are  anxious  that  I  make  a  visit,  and 
have  sent  a  petition  to  the  authorities  at  Copenhagen, 
urging  them  to  grant  a  passport  vise  for  my  trip.  This 
is  pending,  but  the  consulate  at  Malmo  says  there  is 
little  hope  of  this  being  granted.  Communication  with 
Denmark  is  very  slow.  For  an  answer  to  a  letter  one  is 
obliged  to  wait  from  four  to  six  weeks. 

Our  prayer  is  that  peace  soon  may  be  restored  and 
that  normal  conditions  will  be  restored  so  that  the 
Lord's  work  may  carry  on  unhindered.  All  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are 
called  according  to  his  purpose.  Yet  it  is  hard  to  under- 
stand what  good  will  come  from  the  great  struggle  that 
is  going  on  at  present.  Most  important  for  us  is  to  en- 
deavor to  know  the  Lord's  will  concerning  us  and  work 
faithfully  to  accomplish  his  will.     In  this  way  his  will 
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may  be  done,  and  then  we  can  await  the  ushering  in  of 
his  kingdom  at  his  appointed  time  and  in  his  appointed 
way. 

Financial  Report  for  Denmark 

Receipts 

Balance  from  Chr.  Hansen  fund    Kr.  9,273.23 

Interest   on  bank  account    193.93 

Kr.  9,467.16 
Expenditures 

Native   workers'    support    Kr.  1,557.50 

Traveling    expenses     93.55 

Publication     234.60 

Payment  on  loan  and  property  expense..  238.75  2,124.40 

Balance  to   1941    Kr.  7,342.76 

P.  S.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  rate  of  exchange, 
but  it  is  somewhere  between  Kr.  5  to  5.20  to  the  dollar. 

Malmo,  Sweden. 

■  ♦  ■ 

The  Africa  Mission  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren 

Report  for   1940 

BY    H.    STOVER    KULP 
The  Staff 

The  year  opened  with  a  missionary  staff  of  only  ten. 
By  the  first  of  June,  however,  this  number  was  in- 
creased to  twenty-one.  A  party  of  six  newly  appointed 
missionaries  joined  us  about  the  middle  of  February. 
These  were:  Chalmer  E.  Faw  and  wife  and  their,  two 
children;  Ira  Petre  and  Mrs.  Petre;  Paul  Weaver  and 
wife  and  their  daughter.  With  them  came  Miss  Shisler, 
who  was  gladly  welcomed  to  her  work  in  Nigeria  after 
several  years'  absence.  Near  the  end  of  May  four  more 
returned  from  furlough,  to  enter  their  third  term  of 
service:  Harold  A.  Royer  and  wife,  Miss  Faye  Moyer 
and  Miss  Evelyn  Horn.  The  Africa  mission  was 
glad  to  welcome  the  new  members  to  the  staff  and  are 
grateful  to  the  home  church  for  sending  them.  Al- 
though most  of  their  time  this  year  was  spent  in  lan- 
guage study,  by  the  end  of  the  year  they  were  already 
giving  considerable  help  in  many  phases  of  the  mission 
work  at  the  stations  at  which  they  were  located. 

Three  children  were  born  into  mission  families  dur- 
ing the  year: 

Elizabeth  Joan  Studebaker,  Jan.  11,  1940. 

Rebecca  Elizabeth  Petre,  March  23,  1940. 

William  Robert  Faw,  Aug.  20,  1940. 

There  were  three  stations  with  resident  missionaries: 
Garkida,  Lassa  and  Marama.  There  was  not  sufficient 
staff  to  have  a  resident  missionary  at  Chibbuk.  However, 
at  the  Annual  Mission  Meeting  held  in  November  the 
Petres  were  assigned  to  go  to  Chibbuk,  and  will  be  going 
there  in  the  spring  of  1941.  At  this  same  meeting  a 
definite  location  was  decided  upon  for  a  fifth  station  at 
a  place  called  Gasi.  This  is  northwest  of  the  Marama 
station. 

New  Buildings 

At  Garkida  several  small  buildings  were  erected,  in- 
cluding a  place  in  which  to  do  dental  work  and  a  build- 
ing to  store  medicines.  We  are  now  buying  medicines 
in  quantities  and  a  central  place  is  needed  for  storing 
them,  from  which  they  can  be  distributed  as  needed. 

At  the  Leper  Colony  considerable  progress  was  made 
in  the  construction  of  a  Medical  Laboratory  Building. 
When  completed  this  building  will  house  the  laboratory 


equipment  needed  for  making  tests  which  are  essential 
for  proper  medical  treatment  of  leper  patients.  This 
laboratory  will  also  serve  doctors  in  our  general  medi- 
cal mission  work,  and  will  be  invaluable.  The  money  for 
this  building  comes  from  a  grant  from  the  government 
through  the  British  Empire  Leprosy  Relief  Association. 
Funds  for  the  equipment  are  from  the  American  Mission 
to  Lepers  and  other  sources. 

At  Marama  a  fine  new  missionary  residence  was  near- 
ly completed,  this  to  replace  a  small  building  which 
the  nurse  has  been  living  in  for  about  ten  years  and 
which  was  falling  down.  Ten  years  ago  it  was  not 
possible  to  get  suitable  building  materials  for  a  perma- 
nent residence.  The  new  building  structure  is  of  stone 
and  cement,  therefore  permanent  and  substantial. 

At  Lassa  two  small  buildings  were  erected.  The  first 
was  a  building  in  which  to  keep  our  supply  of  lumber, 
the  second  a  place  in  which  to  do  our  printing  and  multi- 
graphic  work.  The  lumber  which  we  use  for  our  build- 
ings and  for  making  furniture  and  equipment  for  our 
residences,  schools  and  hospitals  is  sawed  out  locally  by 
the  mission.  It  is  necessary  that  this  be  stored  for  two  or 
more  years  in  order  to  dry  and  cure  properly.  We  lost 
over  $1,000  worth  of  lumber  by  fire  some  years  ago.  We 
now  have  all  our  lumber  stored  in  fireproof  buildings. 
The  second  building  we  call  the  Yedseram  Press.  In  it  is 
our  multigraph  machine  which  is  daily  at  work  printing 
books  and  papers  for  our  mission  work. 

The  Church  and  Evangelism 

There  have  been  notable  advances  in  the  expansion 
and  spiritual  life  of  the  church.  The  number  of  villages 
where  regular  services  are  being  held,  in  most  cases 
weekly,  was  greatly  increased.  In  1939  the  number  of 
villages  reached  totaled  approximately  115;  in  1940  the 
number  was  more  than  150.  These  services  could  be 
compared  to  Sunday  schools,  and  are  for  the  most  part 
conducted  by  voluntary  workers.  A  series  of  Bible  les- 
sons is  worked  out  and  those  who  go  out  to  conduct  the 
services  meet  regularly  for  a  period  of  study  and  pre- 
paration. In  about  thirty  villages  weekday  classes  for 
religious  instruction  were  being  conducted  in  1940. 
These  classes  are  all  taught  by  Africans  and  most  of 
them  are  supported  through  their  own  churches.  In 
addition  to  Bible  study,  literacy  and  the  bettering  of 
health  conditions  are  the  aims  of  these  classes. 

In  addition  to  the  above  more  general  Christian  serv- 
ices and  education,  the  teaching  of  those  who  were 
actually    looking    forward    to    church    membership    has 
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EXPENDITURE  OF  THE  CONFERENCE 
BUDGET  DOLLAR 

BY    H.    SPENSER    MINNICH 
(For  Year  Ended  February  28,  1941) 


$  27,713.79•       11.6% 


1.  Missions,  $162,445.40  (Total  of  A  to  H  below)   ....  68.2% 

Total      Received  from 
expended   living  donors 

A.  Home  Missions    ($37,128.37) 

B.  Scandinavia 

Missions    (     4,041.76) 

C.  India    Missions     (  78,095.31) 

D.  China   Missions    (  34,614.15) 

E.  Africa     Missions     (  40,598.74) 

F.  Missionary  Admin- 

istration     (  11,508.32) 

G.  Missionary  Educa- 

tion       (     8,963.22) 

H.  Student  Loan   Fund,  for  pro- 
spective  missionaries    

2.  Board  of  Christian  Education   19,250.00 

3.  Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service...  14,000.00 

4.  General  Mission   Board    6,750.00 

5.  General   Education    Board    1,500.00 

6.  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary    26,500.00 

7.  General   Services   to   the   Church 7,731.96 


3,016.90* 
58,292.82* 
25,837.10* 
30,304.19* 

8,590.17* 

6,690.43* 

2.000.00 


1.3% 
24.5% 
10.9% 
12.7% 

3.6% 

2.8% 

.8% 
8.1% 
5.9% 
2.8% 

.6% 

11.1% 

3.3% 


$238,177.36     100.0% 

'These  mission  amounts  represent  only  the  expenditure 
of  money  from  living  donors.  Additional  money,  $49,303.61 
from  endowments,  bequests  and  lapsed  annuities,  together 
with  part  of  mission  balance  left  over  from  the  year  before, 
increased  the  amount  available  for  missions.  The  figures 
in  parentheses  show  $214,949.87,  the  total  expended  for 
mission  purposes. 


greatly  improved.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 
more  than  150  who  were  in  classes  receiving  such  in- 
struction. 

The  Spiritual  Life  of  Ihe  Church 

It  has  become  customary  to  hold  our  love  feast  quar- 
terly. The  simplicity  of  the  African  eating  arrangements 
makes  it  possible  for  the  church  to  have  this  love  feast 
supper  with  no  undue  burden  of  preparation  falling  on 
any  one.  The  background  of  African  life  and  customs 
makes  the  symbolic  teaching  of  this  impressive  drama 
easily  understood.  The  ordinance  is  a  real  means  of 
grace  and  this  regular  quarterly  observance  does  much 
for  the  spiritual  growth  of  the  church. 

There  has  been  instituted  the  deacons'  visit.  This 
takes  place  once  a  year,  preceding  one  of  the  love 
feasts.  This  has  been  welcomed  by  the  church  and  has 
led  to  a  deepening  of  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
church. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  prayer  meeting  of 
the  church,  several  voluntary  prayer  groups  have  been 
started.  There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  personal 
work  done,  as  well  as  other  indications  of  spiritual 
growth  resulting  from  the  activities  of  these  groups. 

A  total  of  ninety-three  were  baptized  during  the  year. 

The  second  annual  retreat  for  our  Christian  leaders 
was  held  just  prior  to  the  district  meeting  in  March. 

Education  and  Literature 

The  educational  work  has  had  a  growth  in  two  di- 
rections. There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  who 
are  doing  elementary  school  work.  This  is  indicated  by 
the  increased  number  in  our  village  classes  for  relig- 
ious instruction  where  most  of  the  first  two  years  of 
elementary  education  is  done.  There  has  also  been  an 
attempt  to  achieve  a  higher  standard  for  those  who  shall 
go  on  to  become  leaders  and  teachers.  This  has  been 
accomplished  by  adding  two  years  of  Post  Elementary 


work  in  our  schools.  Two  or  three  of  our  young  men 
have  been  given  scholarships  for  training  in  another 
mission  school  where  the  work  is  more  advanced  than 
we  are  yet  able  to  give. 

There  was  a  renewed  interest  in  the  language  work 
this  year  due  to  the  beginning  of  language  study  in 
February  by  the  six  new  missionaries.  Considerable 
progress  was  made  on  a  Bura  dictionary,  and  work  on 
the  grammar  planned  as  an  aid  to  those  learning  the 
language  is  also  well  advanced. 

The  production  of  a  literature  in  the  vernacular  for 
our  school  and  the  church  needs  continues.  A  revised 
and  enlarged  edition  of  an  Old  Testament  Story  Book 
was  completed.  Two  gospels  were  translated  into  Mar- 
gi  and  small  editions  were  multigraphed. 

In  connection  with  the  literature  work,  the  plans  for 
a  system  of  teaching  adults  to  read  have  had  much  con- 
sideration. A  pre-primer  has  been  worked  out  together 
with  charts  and  cards,  the  aim  of  which  is  a  system  to 
teach  adults  to  read. 

The  entire  adult  group  is  illiterate.  An  increasing 
number  of  adults  are  becoming  Christians.  In  one  area 
last  year  approximately  50%  of  those  who  made  their 
first  profession  of  Christianity  were  married  people. 
These  facts  present  a  challenge  to  the  mission  for  a 
plan  for  adult  education  in  order  that  our  church  may  be 
composed  of  literate  Bible-reading  Christians. 

In  1940  the  publication  of  a  small  local  monthly  paper 
was  begun.  This  is  called  Light  on  the  Way.  It  is 
printed  on  the  mission  multigraph.  Plans  for  further 
increase  of  our  literature  have  been  made,  including  the 
purchasing  of  a  hand  press. 

Medical — Leprosy 

There  was  an  increase  of  the  medical  work  in  1940  as 
measured  by  the  number  of  new  patients  admitted  to  our 
hospitals  and  dispensaries.  The  work  of  public  health 
and  sanitation  has  also  grown  considerably.    The  Leper 
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Colony  now  has  a  total  of  over  700  in  residence.  All  this 
medical  work  was  supervised  by  one  doctor  and  three 
nurses.  The  other  members  of  our  medical  staff  were 
detained  in  America.  War  conditions  made  it  impos- 
sible to  arrange  sailings  to  return  at  the  regular  time. 

In  connection  with  our  medical  work,  nurseries  have 
been  conducted  at  Garkida  and  Lassa  to  care  for  mother- 
less babies  and  for  babies  born  to  leper  mothers.  Due 
largely  to  lack  of  nursing  staff,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
curtail  some  of  this  work,  and  at  present  only  babies 
born  to  leper  mothers  are  being  admitted  to  the  nursery. 

Agriculture 

Improvement  in  the  agricultural  life  of  the  people  has 
always  been  a  concern  of  the  mission  and  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  improving  the  methods  of 
farming  and  introduction  of  new  crops.  All  this  means 
an  improvement  in  diet  and  also  in  the  economic  life  of 
the  people.  The  mission  has  decided  to  set  up  a  special 
budget  for  carrying  on  this  work. 

On  Furlough. 


Supports  of  Missionaries 

Each  missionary  receives  a  personal  support.     The  following  list 

shows  the  supports  being  provided  in  a  special  way: 
California 
Covina    Missionary    Class,    partial    support    of    Susan    Ikenberry 

(daughter  of  E.  L.  Ikenberry),   China. 
Glendora  Primary  Department,  partial  support  of  Gordon  Shull 

(son  of  C.  G.  Shull),  India. 
Glendora   Sunday   school,    Willing   Helpers'    Class,   Herman   and 

Hazel  Landis  budget,*  Africa. 
La  Verne  congregation  and  Sunday  school,  Lynn  A.  Blickenstaff 

and  wife,   India;    Susan   S.   Shull,   India. 
La  Verne   congregation,   Friendship   Class,   Stephen  Blickenstaff 

(son  of  L.  A.  Blickenstaff),  India. 
Long   Beach   Sunday  school,   Lucile   G.   Heckman,   Africa. 
Northern  California  Sunday  schools,  Dr.  Lloyd  E.  Cunningham, 

China. 
Pasadena      Sunday      school.     Fellowship,     Seniors,     Men's      and 

Women's  Bible   classes,   Dr.  Lloyd  R.   Studebaker,  Africa. 
Southern  California  Aid  Societies,  Modena  Minnich  Studebaker, 

Africa. 
Southern     California     Sunday    schools,    Clarence     C.    Heckman, 

Africa. 

Colorado 

Rocky   Ford    congregation   and   Sunday   school,    partial   support 
of  Ernest  M.  Wampler,  China. 

Florida  and  Georgia 

Sebring,  Individual,  Susie  Thomas,  China. 
Idaho 

Idaho  and  Western  Montana  congregations,  Amsey  F.  Bollinger, 
India. 

Illinois 

Astoria    congregation,    partial   support   of    Olivia   D.    Ikenberry, 

China. 
Canton    congregation,    partial   support   of   Olivia    D.    Ikenberry, 

China. 
Cerro  Gordo  Sunday  school,  partial  support  of  Dr.  A.  R.  Cottrell, 

India. 
Chicago  Sunday  school.  Dr.  Daryl  M.  Parker  budget,*   China. 
Decatur    Sunday    school,    partial    support    of    Richard    Moomaw 

(son  of  I.   W.  Moomaw),   India. 
Girard  Sunday  school,  one-half  support  of  Dr.  Laura  M.  Cottrell, 

India. 
Mount  Morris    (individual),  Dr.  Lloyd  E.   Cunningham  budget,* 

China. 
Mount  Morris  College  Missionary  Society,  D.  J.  Lichty,  India. 
Mount  Morris  Sunday  school,  Sadie  J.  Miller,  India. 
Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Sunday  schools,  Hazel  E.  Messer, 

India. 
Virden  Sunday  school,  one-half  support  of  Dr.  Laura  M.  Cottrell, 

India. 
Woodland  congregation,  partial  support  of  Olivia  D.  Ikenberry, 

China. 

Indiana 

Blue    River    congregation,    one-half    support    of    Evelyn    Frank, 

Africa. 
Cedar  Lake  congregation,  partial  support  of  Mary  Velma  Ober, 

China. 


Elkhart  City  congregation,  partial  support  of  Mary  Velma  Ober, 
China. 

Manchester  congregation,  personal  and  budget*  of  Josephine  K. 
Flory,   China. 

Mexico  congregation,  Lillian  Grisso,  India. 

Middle  Indiana  Sunday  schools,  Mabel  W.  Moomaw,  India. 

Middle  Indiana  Men's  Work,  I.  W.  Moomaw,  India. 

Nettle  Creek,  Betty  Blickenstaff,  India. 

New  Paris  congregation  (individuals),  Dr.  Leonard  Blickenstaff, 
India. 

New  Paris  congregation  and  Truth  Seekers'  Class,  one-half 
support   of   Chalmer   G.   Shull,   India. 

Northern  Indiana  Sunday  schools,  Mary  Schaeffer,  China;  Mar- 
guerite Burke,  work  budget,*  Africa. 

South  Bend,  First,  congregation,  Anna  Warstler  budget,*   India. 

Southern  Indiana  Sunday  schools,  Dr.  Leonard  Blickenstaff  bud- 
get,*   India. 

West  Goshen  congregation,  Anna  Warstler,  India. 

Iowa 

Cedar   Rapids   congregation,   Hazel  Rothrock,   China. 

English  River  Sunday  school,  Nettie  M.  Senger,   China. 

Dallas  Center  Sunday  school,  half  support  of  Harold  and  Gladys 
Royer,  Africa. 

Ivester  congregation,  W.  Harlan  Smith  and  wife,   China.t 

Panther  Creek  Sunday  school,  one-half  support  of  Olivia  D. 
Ikenberry,   China. 

South  Waterloo  Sunday  school,  Primary  Department,  Nora 
Anne   Royer    (daughter   of  Harold   Royer),   Africa. 

South  Waterloo  Sunday  school,  Intermediate  and  Junior  Depart- 
ments, one-half  support  of  Lorita  Shull  (daughter  of  C.  G. 
Shull),  India. 

Kansas 

Northeastern  Kansas  Sunday  schools,  Ella  Ebbert,  India. 
Southwestern     Kansas     congregations,    Frank     H.    Crumpacker, 
China. 

Maryland 

Baltimore,   First   congregation,   partial   support  of   Alice   Engel, 

Africa. 
Eastern  Maryland  Sunday  schools,  Ruth  Utz  budget,*   Africa. 
Hagerstown,  Harlan  J.  Brooks  and  wife,  India. 
Middle  Maryland   Sunday  schools,   Ira   S.  Petre,  Africa. 
Western    Maryland    congregations,    Ida    C.    Shumaker    budget,* 

India. 

Michigan 

Michigan  Sunday  schools,  Primary  Departments,  Haven  Crum- 
packer   (daughter   of  F.  H.   Crumpacker),   China. 

Michigan  Sunday  schools,  Junior  Departments,  partial  support 
of  Ernest  Ikenberry,  Jr.   (son  of  Ernest  L.  Ikenberry),  China. 

Michigan    Sunday    schools,   Edith   Bosler,    Africa. t 

Ohio 

Bear  Creek  congregation,  Anna  M.  Lichty,  India. 

Black  River  congregation,  one-half  support  of  Corda  L.  Wertz, 

China. 
Brookville  congregation,  Elizabeth  B.  Wampler,  China. 
Castine  congregation,  Kathryn  Kiracofe  budget,*  India. 
Center  congregation,   I.  W.  Moomaw   budget,*   India. 
Eagle    Creek    Sunday    school,    Myrna    Jean    Faw,    daughter    of 

Chalmer   E.    Faw,    Africa. 
Freeburg   congregation,    Corda   L.   Wertz   budget,*    China. 
Greenville  congregation,  Ernest  Joseph  Wampler    (son  of  E.  M. 

Wampler),  China. 
Happy   Corner   Sunday  school    (Lower   Stillwater  congregation), 

Betty  J.   Brooks    (daughter  of  H.  J.  Brooks),  India. 
Hartville    congregation,    partial    support,    Grayce    Brumbaugh, 

Africa. 
Lima  Sunday  school,  Beau  Stanley  Bittinger    (son  of  Desmond 

Bittinger),  Africa.f 
Moyer,    brothers   and    sisters,    partial   support   of   Faye   Moyer, 

Africa. 
Netzley,  Effie  K.,  Corda  L.  Wertz  budget,*   China. 
Northwestern   Ohio   Sunday  schools,   one-half  personal  support 

and  part  of  budget,*  Faye  Moyer,  Africa. 


•Each  missionary  receives  a  personal  support.  The  missionary 
uses  this  money  for  his  personal  living  expenses,  such  as  food, 
clothing,  etc.  In  addition  to  the  personal  support  the  presence 
of  each  missionary  on  the  field  calls  for  a  great  deal  of  money 
to  carry  on  the  program  of  work.  This  expense  includes 
transportation  to  and  from  the  field,  the  cost  of  residence, 
schools,  hospitals,  evangelistic  tours,  literature,  etc.  In  order 
to  link  congregations  and  individuals  with  missionaries  in  a 
personal  way,  portions  of  the  missionary's  work  expense  which 
we  call  "work  budget,"  have  been  assigned  in  many  cases.  The 
star  differentiates  such  assignments  from  the  personal  supports. 

There  are  several  missionaries  whose  support  is  not  assigned 
to  any  church  or  individual.  The  General  Mission  Board  desires 
to  correspond  with  any  church  or  person  who  desires  to  provide 
full  or  part  support  for  one  of  these  consecrated  and  able 
workers. 

tAt  present  not  on  the  foreign  field.  Support  assignment  may 
be  revised.  Any  support  not  paid  to  the  missionary  will  be 
used  in  the  general  work  of  his  or  her  mission. 
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Giving  of  Individual  Congregations 

The  summary  tables,  and  some  other  ma- 
terial for  this  Annual  Report  Number  of  the 
Messenger,  which  could  not  be  prepared  in 
time,  or  which  was  delayed  for  good  rea- 
son, will  appear  in  the  Messenger  for  July  7. 
—Ed. 


Poplar    Grove     (individual    family).    Donald    Eugene    Wampler 

(son  of  E.  M.  Wampler),  China. 
Prices  Creek,  Kathryn  Kiracofe  budget,*  India. 
Salem  congregation,  Minnie  F.  Bright,  China. 
Southern   Ohio   Sunday   schools,    O.    C.    Sollenberger    (personal), 

and  Elizabeth  B.  Wampler  budget,*  China. 
Trotwood   congregation,   Elizabeth   Oberholtzer,    China. t 
Upper  Twin    (Eaton),  Kathryn  Kiracofe  budget,*  India. 
Upper  Twin    (Gratis),   Kathryn  Kiracofe   budget,*   India. 
West  Alexandria  congregation,  Kathryn  Kiracofe  budget,*  India. 
White    Cottage    congregation,    partial    support    of   Evelyn    Horn, 

Africa. 

Pennsylvania 

Altoona,  First,  congregation  and  Sunday  school,  Earl  and  Rachel 

Zigler,  India. 
Altoona,  28th  Street  congregation,  E.  Paul  Weaver,  Africa. 
Big  Swatara   (individual),  partial  support  of  Chalmer  G.  Shull, 

India. 
Carlisle  congregation,  partial  support  of  Sara  Myers,   China. 
Chiques  congregation.  Alice  M.  Graybill,   Sweden. 
Conemaugh,    J.    O.    Y.    Young   Married    Women's    Class,    partial 

support  of  Robert  L.  Parker    (son  of  D.  M.  Parker),  China. 
Coventry   congregation,   H.   Stover  Kulp,   Africa. 
East  Fairview  congregation  and  Sunday  school,  Sara  C.  Shisler 

budget,*    Africa. 
East  Petersburg   congregation,   Baxter   M.   Mow,   India. 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Sunday  schools,  I.  E.  Oberholtzer,  China; 

Desmond  W.  Bittinger,  Africa.t 
Elizabethtown   congregation,   Mary  P.   Faw,   Africa. 
Ephrata  congregation,  part  personal  support  and  budget,*  Alice 

Engel,  Africa. 
Family  in   Southern  Pennsylvania,   Ernest  L.   Ikenberry,   China. 
Greensburg   congregation,   Martha   N.   Parker   budget,*    China. 
Greencastle    congregation.    Willing    Workers'    Class,    Emma    K. 

Ziegler  budget,*   India. 
Green   Tree   congregation,   Clara   Harper,   Africa. 
Hatfield,   Other  Folks  class,   Donald  Parker    (son   of  Dr.   D.   M. 

Parker),  China. 
Hatfield    Sunday    school,    Margaret    Ruth    Brooks    (daughter    of 

H.  J.  Brooks),  India. 
Heidelberg,  Meyerstown  and  Richland  Sunday  schools,  Desmond 

W.   Bittinger   budget,*   Africa.t 
Huntingdon  congregation   and   college,   J.   M.   Blough,   India. 
Indian   Creek   congregation,   Sara   Shisler,   Africa. 
Lancaster  congregation   and  B.  Y.  P.   D.,  Nelda  Feme  Weaver, 

(daughter   of  E.  Paul   Weaver),   Africa. 
Lancaster  congregation,   Mary   Schaeffer   budget,*    China. 
Lebanon    congregation,    Florence    Bollinger,    India. 
Lewiston    congregation   and    Sunday    school,    Zalma   E.    Weaver, 

Africa. 
Maiden   Creek   congregation,   Bessie   Crim,   China. 
Maple    Spring    (Quemahoning    congregation),    Earl    and    Rachel 

Zigler  budget,*  India. 
Martinsburg  (Clover  Creek  congregation),  Dr.  Daryl  M.  Parker, 

China. 
Mechanic   Grove  Sunday  school.  Willing  Workers  Class,  partial 

support  of  Lois  Mow    (daughter  of  Baxter  Mow),  India.f 
Mechanic  Grove   congregation.   Sunshine   Scatters   Class,   partial 

support  of  Joseph  Mow  (son  of  Baxter  Mow),  India.f 
Middle  Pennsylvania  Sunday  schools,  Martha  N.  Parker,  China. 
Middle  Pennsylvania  B.  Y.  P.  D.'s,  Pauline  Kinzie,  India. 
Midway  congregation,  Bessie  Crim  budget,*   China. 
New  Enterprise  Sunday  school,  Emma  K.  Ziegler,  India. 
Palmyra  congregation,  J.  F.  Graybill,  Sweden. 
Peach  Blossom  congregation,   two-thirds  support,  Anna   Hutch- 
ison, China. 
Richland   congregation,   B.   Mary    Royer,   India. 
Richland  congregation.  Gleaners  and  Friendship  classes.  Patricia 

L.  Bittinger   (daughter  of  Desmond  W.  Bittinger),  Africa.t 
Roaring  Spring  congregation.   Anna   Crumpacker,   China. 
Royersford.    (individual),    William    Gehard   Kinzie,    Jr.    (son   of 

Wm.  G.  Kinzie).  India. 
Rummel  congregation,  partial  support  of  Anna  Z.  Blough.  India. 
Scalp  Level  congregation,  partial   support   of  Anna   Z.   Blough. 

India. 
Scalp    Level    congregation,    personal    support    and    budget*    of 

Sylvia  Oiness,  Africa. 


Shade  Creek  congregation,  partial  support  of  Anna  Z.   Blough. 

India. 
Shippensburg    congregation.    Men's    Work    and    Women's    Work. 

Richard  Bollinger    (son  of  Amsey   F.  Bollinger),  India. 
Snake  Spring  congregation.   Faithful   Workers'   Class,  J.  Homer 

Bright,  China.f 
South  Annville   Sunday  school    (Annville   congregation),   partial 

support  of   Gladys   Royer,   Africa. 
Southeastern   Pennsylvania    Sunday    schools,    Philip    and   Naomi 

Kulp   (son  and  daughter  of  H.  S.  Kulp),  Africa. 
Southeastern    Pennsylvania    congregations,    Edward    T.    Angeny 

and   wife,   China. 
Southern  Pennsylvania  Sunday  schools,   Christina  Kulp,  Africa. 
Spring  Creek  congregation,  Eliza  B.  Miller,  India. 
Spring  Run  and  Pine  Glen  Houses    (Spring  Run  congregation). 

Dr.  Barbara  Nickey,  India. 
Tire   Hill,   Earl   and    Rachel   Zigler   budget,*    India. 
Walnut  Grove   (Johnstown  congregation).  Good  Samaritan  Bible 

Class,  one-third  support  of  Anna  Hutchison,  China. 
Waynesboro    congregation    (Missionary    Association),    Minor    M. 

Myers,  China. 
Western     Pennsylvania     Sunday     schools     of     Seventh     Circuit, 

Martha  N.  Parker   budget,*   China. 
Western    Pennsylvania    Sunday    schools,    Ida    C.    Shumaker   and 

Olive  Widdowson,  India,  and  V.  Grace  Clapper,  China. 
West   Conestoga  congregation,  I.   W.   Moomaw  budget,*   India. 
West   Green   Tree   congregation,  Wm.   G.   Kinzie,   India. 
White  Oak  congregation,  B.   Mary  Royer  budget,*   India. 
Windber  congregation,  partial  support  of  Anna  Z.  Blough,  India. 
Woodbury   congregation,   Adult   Bible    Class,   partial  support   of 

Harold  Royer,  Africa. 
York,   First.   Sunday   school,   J.   M.  Blough  budget,*   India. 
Tennessee 
Tennessee    congregations,    partial    support    of    Dr.    Howard    A. 

Bosler,  Africa.t 
Virginia 

Bridgewater  Sunday  school,  Anna  B.  Mow,  India.f 
Madison   congregation    and    Novella   E.    Utz,    Ruth   Utz   budget,* 

Africa. 
Manassas    congregation    or    B.    Y.    P.    D.,    Edward    K.    Ziegler 

budget,*   India. 
Mount    Hermon    congregation     (individual),    Kathryn    Kiracofe, 

India. 
Northern    Virginia    Sunday    schools,    Earl    and    Rachel    Zigler 

budget,*   India. 
Pleasant    Valley    congregation,    partial    support    of    Sara    Myers, 

China. 

Washington 

Washington   Women's   Work,   Hazel   Rothrock  budget,*    China. 
Washington  Men's   Work,   Hazel   Rothrock  budget,*    China. 
West  Virginia 

Eglon   congregation,    Ilda   Ziegler,   India.f 


Conferences  and  Schools  of  Missions 

The  following  list  of  conferences  is  given  with  the 
hope  that  a  number  of  our  Brethren  people  will  be  able 
to  attend  the  conference  which  is  nearest  to  them.  It 
would  be  splendid  if  many  of  our  people  could  attend 
these  schools  of  missions  and  prepare  themselves  to  be- 
come leaders  in  schools  of  missions  within  their  own 
local  churches. 

June 

Winona  Lake,  Indiana — June  21-28 — Summer  School 
of  Missions,  Mrs.  Silvester  Schiele,  2028  W.  110th  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 

Boulder,  Colorado — June  22-28 — Summer  Conference 
and  School  of  Missions,  President,  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Maris, 
4128  Grove  Street,  Denver,  Colo. 

Eagles  Mere,  Pennsylvania — June  26 — July  3 — Inter- 
denominational Conference  of  Missions,  Mrs.  C.  Eugene 
Perkins,  2321  East  Cumberland  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

July 
Mount     Hermon,     California — July     19-2(5 — Federate 
School  of  Missions,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Pugh,  999  Fell  Street,  San 
Francisco,  Calif. 

Mountain  Lake   Park,  Maryland — July   12-18 — Inter- 
denominational Summer  School  of  Missions,  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Bitzer,  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Md. 
(Continued    on   Pace   40) 
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First  Day  at  Camp  Lagro 

The  pictures  on  these  two  pages,  taken  by  Editor  E.  G.  Hoff,  show  some  of  the 
things  that  happened  on  May  22,  opening  day  at  Camp  Lagro.  Reader's  left,  the 
camp  flag  was  raised:  below,  Anetta  Mow  of  Women's  Work  handing  first  enrollee 
John  M.  Lantis  a  Testament  from  the  kit,  while  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  stands  ready  with 
a  cot  and  blankets. 


■Below,  reader's  left,  the  road  leading  into  Camp  Lagro;   right,  above,   Mrs.  Pearl  Leatherman,   camp  cook.     Below,   government 
men  in  charge  of  the  project:  Neal  A.  McCoy  and  Mr.  Nesbit. 
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Lagro  Camp  officials, 
including  Paul  Comly 
French  of  the  National 
Service  Board,  en- 
rollees  and  visitors 
have  a  meal  together 
on  the  opening  day. 


First  men  to  arrive  at 
Camp  Lagro.  The  sec- 
ond man  from  the 
reader's  right  is  John 
M.  Lantis,  the  first  ©n- 
rollee. 


See    next    page    for    a 

statement  explaining 

the    project    at    Camp 

Lagro 


Lagro  Is  Camp  Number  6 


Partial  view  of  grounds  and  buildings,  Camp  Lagro 
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Soil  Conservation  Work  in  Civilian  Public  Service 
Camps 

By  Neal  A.  McCoy,  Superintendent  of  Work  Project, 
Lagro,   Indiana 

To  many  people  it  is  still  a  new  thought  that  soil  can 
wear  out,  and  be  destroyed  by  erosion.  But  soil  can 
wear  out,  and  with  terrible  speed.  We  have  ruined  or 
severely  damaged  282  million  acres  of  land  in  this 
country,  and  our  nation  is  still  a  young  nation. 

Trees,  shrubs  and  grasses  form  a  cover  that  holds  the 
soil  in  place.  This  cover  is  the  home  of  all  kinds  of 
wild  life.  When  it  is  removed,  both  the  soil  and  the 
wild  life  are  left  unprotected,  and  are  soon  destroyed. 
This  fact  is  the  key  to  soil  and  wild  life  conservation. 
Vegetation  is  nature's  weapon  against  soil  erosion.  Man 
has  found  no  better  one. 

As  long  as  farming  has  been  practiced,  farmers  have 
known  that  soils  wear  out  and  that  they  are  destroyed 
by  erosion;  but  very  little  has  been  done  to  prevent  it. 
So  long  as  there  was  virgin  land  in  our  country  to  clear 
arid  to  plow,  we  prospered.  But  there  is  no  more  virgin 
land.  The  future  security  of  the  American  people  de- 
pends in  part  upon  how  wisely  we  use  the  land  we  are 
now  farming. 

Years  ago,  the  United  States  government,  becoming 
alarmed  at  the  enormous  losses  caused  by  soil  erosion, 
established  experiment  stations  to  study  methods  of 
controlling  erosion.  More  recently,  demonstration  proj- 
ects have  been  established  to  apply  the  findings  of  this 
experimental  work  to  larger  areas  of  agricultural  land, 
usually  on  a  small  watershed. 

The  establishment  of  the  CCC  Camps  offered  oppor- 
tunities for  greatly  expanding  this  work.  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  Technicians  working  with  the  CCC 
Camps  have,  in  the  past  six  or  seven  years,  assisted 
thousands  of  farmers  in  planning  their  farms  so  that 
farming  might  be  continued  without  permitting  the  land 
to  be  destroyed  by  soil  erosion. 

The  Public  Service  camp  at  Lagro,  Indiana,  and  serv- 
ice camps  at  other  places,  will  perform  services  similar 
to  those  performed  by  the  CCC  Camps.  The  work  will 
be  done  on  privately-owned  farm  land.  The  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  Technicians  at  the  camps  will  assist 
farm  owners  and  operators  in  planning  their  farms  so 
that  each  acre  is  put  to  its  best  use.  This  may  involve 
retirement  of  steep  or  seriously  eroded  areas  to  forestry 
purposes.  Certain  areas  may  be  retired  from  crop  land 
to  permanent  pasture  land.  Proper  pasture  manage- 
ment such  as  mowing,  fertilizing  and  avoidance  of  over- 
grazing will  be  encouraged.  On  the  crop  land,  improved 
rotations,  proper  fertilizing,  liming,  and  other  improve- 
ments will  be  carried  out.  In  some  instances  strip  crop- 
ping, terracing,  or  contour  cultivation  may  be  found 
necessary  to  control  erosion. 

The  men  who  come  into  the  Service  camps  as  en- 
rollees  will  assist  in  establishing  erosion  control  prac- 
tices on  the  land  by  rearranging  the  farm  fences,  con- 
structing terraces,  stabilizing  gullies  by  seeding  and 
sodding,  reforesting  the  areas  which  are  to  be  retired  to 
woodland,  and  in  many  other  ways. 

We  want  the  enrollees  of  the  Public  Service  camps 
to  study  soil  conservation  while  they  are  in  camp.  We 
want  them  to  know  why  each  fence  is  built  in  its  par- 
ticular location  and  in  what  way  it  contributes  to  the 
conservation  of  soil.  We  want  them  to  know  the  bene- 
fits to  be  derived  from  good  pasture  management,  im- 


Civilian  Public  Service  Camps 

As  announced  in  last  week's  Messenger,  the  first 
Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  was  opened  on 
May  22  at  Lagro,  Ind.  On  pages  36  and  37  of  this  issue 
will  be  found  nine  pictures  dealing  with  the  opening 
events  of  the  day.  They  were  selected  from  a  number 
taken  by  Sunday-school  Editor  E.  G.  Hoff,  who  is  an 
expert  in  photography.  The  beginning  article  on  this 
page  is  the  substance  of  an  address  made  by  Neal  A. 
McCoy,  one  of  the  two  government  men  who  will  direct 
the  project  of  national  importance  to  be  undertaken  at 
Camp  Lagro.  Careful  reading  of  this  article  will  give 
one  some  idea  of  the  tremendous  importance  of  a  pro- 
gram designed  to  save  the  basic  physical  resources  of 
our  land.  For  a  note  on  the  spirit  of  our  young  men 
who  are  sacrificing  to  do  this  service,  see  the  statement 
by  Director  Paul  H.  Bowman  on  page  17  of  the  Messen- 
ger for  May  31. — Ed. 


proved  crop  rotations,  strip  cropping  and  terracing.  We 
hope  that  at  the  conclusion  of  their  period  of  service 
they  will  be  able  to  return  to  their  homes  with  a  greater 
appreciation  and  a  better  understanding  of  the  farm 
practices  which  have  been  found  effective  in  control- 
ling soil  erosion.  Finally,  we  want  them  to  practice 
and  demonstrate  soil  conservation  in  their  respective 
communities  and  on  their  home  farms  whenever  oppor- 
tunities are  provided. 


TEMPERANCE 

A  New  Answer  for,  "Do  You  Drink?" 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 

According  to  the  May  number  of  The  Allied  Youth, 
a  certain  college  girl  was  asked  the  very  common  ques- 
tion, "Do  you  drink?"  to  which  she  immediately  answer- 
ed, "Oh,  no,  I  don't  need  to;  really  I  don't."  This  popular 
university  student  then  added  that  there  is  really  no 
reason  for  drinking  since  boys  really  hate  you  for  doing 
it  and  it  also  spoils  one's  complexion. 

If  a  person  has  talent  and  strength  of  personality,  he 
or  she  will  get  along  without  drinking;  if  one  does  not, 
alcohol  will  only  make  things  worse.  Recently  a  bril- 
liant young  person  made  this  remark  to  a  tipster,  "I've 
been  making  a  study  about  alcohol  and  everything  I've 
found  out  about  it  is  bad.  One  need  not  be  brilliant  to 
make  this  discovery." 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

Women's  Work  Nominating  Committee 

By  Anetta  C.  Mow,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  Women's  Work 
In  the  business  session  of  Women's  Work  at  the  1940 
Ocean  Grove  Annual  Conference,  the  following  minute 
was  passed:  "That  in  the  future,  the  Executive  Secre- 
tary be  chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee  of  three 
and  that  the  committee  be  appointed  at  the  fall  meeting 
of  the  Women's  Work  Council  and  that  the  nominees  be 
consulted  before  Conference  time." 

In  compliance  with  this  ruling,  the  1940-41  Nominat- 
ing Committee  was  appointed  at  the  Women's  Work 
Council  Meeting  in  October  of  1940.  The  three  commit- 
tee members  were  chosen  to  represent  the  west,  east 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— June  7,  1941 


39 


and  central  portions  of  the  brotherhood.  The  commit- 
tee, members  elected  were  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  of  Cali- 
fornia, Mrs.  Earl  Bowman  of  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Everett 
Fisher  of  Ohio. 

During  the  past  eight  months,  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee has  very  seriously  considered  the  work  laid  to 
its  charge.  It  has  been  its  duty  to  select  nominees  for 
the  two  offices  of  President  of  Women's  Work  and  Direc- 
tor of  Aid.  The  President  is  to  be  elected  for  a  term  of 
five  years  and  the  Director  of  Aid  for  a  term  of  three 
years. 

After  much  conscientious  and  prayerful  thinking,  the 
committee  now  has  a  slate  of  nominees  ready  to  present 
for  vote  to  the  women  of  the  church  at  the  Thursday 
session  of  Women's  Work  at  the  La  Verne  Conference. 
The  business  session  will  be  held  on  June  19,  8:00  to 
11:00  A.  M. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Gambling  and  the  Christian  Life 

Part  I.  What  Is  Wrong  With  Gambling? 

Scripture:    Matt.   5:13-16;   2  Cor.   6:14-18;   Jer.   5:26-28 

Sunday,  June  22 

Note:  This  study  is  based  on  materials  found  in  the 
pamphlet,  "A  False  Road  to  Fortune,"  by  Deets  Pickett 
(10c).  Order  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Education, 
Elgin,  111. 

I.  How  Important  Is  the  Gambling  Problem? 

It  is  estimated  that  the  gambling  bill  for  the  United 
States  is  $7,000,000,000  each  year.  It  is  probable  that 
one  dollar  in  ten  of  the  national  income  goes  to  gamblers. 
Gambling  seems  to  be  on  the  increase.  More  people  are 
gambling.  Laws  to  legalize  it  are  being  enacted  as  a 
result  of  commercial  promotion.  Punch  boards,  slot 
machines,  horse  racing,  dog  racing,  lotteries,  bank  night, 
and  bingo  are  to  be  found  almost  everywhere.    Much  of 


gambling  is  connected  with  the  underworld,  yet  not 
all.  Some  is  found  in  so-called  respectable  society  and 
business. 

II.  What  Is  Gambling? 

Herbert  Spenser  said,  "Gambling  is,  first,  gain  without 
merit;  and  secondly,  gain  through  another's  loss."  It 
is  an  action  by  which  pleasure  is  gained  at  the  cost  of 
pain  to  another.  Gambling  transfers  property  from  one 
person  to  another  without  the  rendering  of  a  just  equiv- 
alent, the  transfer  being  dependent  upon  an  uncertain 
event  not  directly  related  to  the  persons  involved.  In 
many  instances  a  third  party  receives  a  profit  for  which 
he  has  taken  no  risk  at  all.  If  chance  is  the  predominant 
element  in  the  transaction,  it  is  gambling. 

III.  How   Does   Gambling   Differ   from   Legitimate   Ad- 
venture and  Business? 

1.  Marriage  need  not  be  a  gamble.  Intelligent  prepar- 
ation can  all  but  eliminate  the  element  of  chance. 

2.  Life  need  not  be  a  gamble.  It  can  be  guided  by  a 
divine  purpose. 

3.  Business  is  not  predominantly  chance;  neither  does 
it  seek  to  profit  by  the  loss  of  another. 

4.  Insurance  is  not  a  gamble  in  that  all  involved  profit 
through  distribution  of  the  loss. 

IV.  What  Are  the  Dangers  Involved  in  Gambling? 

1.  That  the  experience  will  grow  into  a  habit  which 
one  cannot  break. 

2.  That  suffering  through  loss  will  result  to  the  gam- 
bler, his  family,  his  friends,  and  others. 

3.  That  the  gambler  will  lose  interest  in  honest  indus- 
try, legitimate  business,  and  purposeful  living. 

V.  What  Is  the  Remedy? 

1.  Beware  of  petit  gambling  and  chance. 

2.  Choose  a  great  purpose  in  life  and  learn  to  get 
thrills  from  it. 

3.  Avoid  if  possible  too  much  and  too  little  security 
so  as  not  to  rob  life  of  adventure. 


TRENDS  IN  MEMBERSHIP  GROWTH  AND  GIVING 

By  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Financial  Secretary 


The  membership  in  all  districts  of  the  Central  Region  has  in- 
creased during  the  past  decade.  Very  likely  the  statistical  re- 
ports ten  years  ago  were  not  as  complete  as  now  and  some  al- 
lowance should  be  made  for  this  fact. 

The  per  capita  giving  to  the  Conference  Budget  for  all  of  the 
nine  Central  Region  districts  was  better  ten  years  ago  than  now.' 
Three  districts  show  a  percentage  increase  in  giving.  Back  of 
these  figures  are  many  facts  such  as  change  in  economic  condi- 
tions, decline  in  wealth  of  certain  congregations,  agricultural  or 


industrial  conditions  which  strengthen  or  weaken  a  district  dur- 
ing a  given  year,  an  increasing  or  decreasing  interest  in  the 
world-wide  mission  of  the  church,  stronger  or  weaker  promotion 
in  giving  by  district  and  local  leaders,  and  a  larger  or  smaller  use 
of  funds  for  local  and  district  work. 

In  previous  Messengers  the  record  was  shown  for  the  Eastern 
and  Southeastern  Regions,  and  next  week  the  record  will  be 
shown  for  the  Central  West  Region. 


Central  Region 


Membership 
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District 

Illinois,  Northern,  and  Wisconsin 

Illinois,   Southern    

Indiana,    Middle    

Indiana,   Northern    

Indiana,    Southern    

Michigan    

Ohio,   Northeastern    

Ohio,    Northwestern    

Ohio,    Southern    
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1941  Percentage 

of  Increase   or 

Decrease   Over 

1931 
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4,007 

4,639 

5,029 

$12,795 

$  6,964 

$  8,205 

$3.19 

$1.50 

2,364 

2,602 

2,934 

3,923 

2,635 

3,350 

1.66 

1.01 

5,343 

5,904 

6,259 

14,252 

9,951 

10,763 

2.67 

1.69 

5,747 

7,871 

8,998 

13,164 

11,592 

15,368 

2.29 

1.47 

2,728 

3.343 

3,647 

4,699 

5,884 

5,084 

1.72 

1.76 

2,039 

2,491 

2,759 

2,451 

2,188 

2,295 

1.20 

.88 

4,363 

5,404 

5,971 

11,763 

7,614 

6,875 

2.70 

1.41 

2,494 

2,936 

3,212 

4,370 

3,461 

3,807 

1.75 

1.18 

8,621 

10,043 

11,265 

16,377 

13,068 

18,214 

1.90 

1.30 

$1.63 
1.14 
1.72 
1.71 
1.39 
.83 
1.15 
1.19 
1.62 


+  25.5% 
+  24.1% 
+  17.1% 
+  56.6% 
+  33.7% 
+  35.3% 
+  36.9% 
+28.8% 
+  30.7% 


-35.9% 
-14.6% 
-24.5% 
+  16.7% 
+  8.2% 
-  6.4% 
-41.6% 
-12.9% 
+  11.2% 
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Conferences  and  Schools  of  Missions 

(Continued  From  Page  35) 
August 
Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin — Aug.  10-17 — Summer  School 
of  Missions,  President,  Mrs.  George  P.  Lottich,  3253  Wil- 
son Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

September 

Southern  California — Sept.  23-28 —  World  Community 
Institutes,  President,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Bowen,  1657  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, Los  Angeles,  Calif.:  Los  Angeles,  Sept.  29 — Oct.  1; 
San  Bernardino,  Oct.  6-8;  Santa  Barbara,  Oct.  9-11. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  June  7-14 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Many  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  are  now 
on  their  way  to  La  Verne,  California,  to  attend  the  1941 
Annual  Conference — the  155th  Recorded  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  church. 

The  Annual  Conference  has  long  been  an  estab- 
lished institution  in  our  church,  and  it  has  long  been 
considered  a  source  of  great  blessing. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  1941  Conference  may  prove  help- 
ful to  everyone  who  attends  and  to  everyone  who  re- 
mains behind  and  faithfully  carries  on  the  work  at 
home. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Elder  W.  I.  Buckingham 

Elder  William  Irwin  Buckingham,  son  of  Fredrick  and 
Mary  Schneider  Buckingham,  was  born  near  Cerro  Gor- 
do, 111.,  Jan.  31,  1861.  He  passed  into  the  beyond  at  his 
home  near  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  March  24,  1941,  at  the  age 
of  80  years,  1  month,  24  days. 

He  grew  to  manhood  in  the  vicinity  where  he  was 
born.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  baptized  by  Eld. 
Joseph  Hendrix,  while  a  revival  meeting  was  in  prog- 
ress in  a  schoolhouse  in  the  community. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cathrine  Nickey  of 
Carlisle,  Pa.,  Dec.  25,  1884.  They  lived  near  La  Place, 
111.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  twenty-two 
years.  It  was  here  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  on 
Dec.  7,  1897.  He  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  Feb.  17, 
1906.  He  was  very  happy  in  the  service  of  the  Master, 
and  did  his  work  faithfully  and  willingly.  Bro.  Buck- 
ingham was  a  man  of  sterling  character.  He  was  gen- 
uinely honest,  even  when  this  meant  a  financial  sacri- 
fice. He  was  intensely  interested  in  missions,  a  firm  be- 
liever in  tithing  and  practiced  tithing  through  his  entire 
life.  His  great  concern  was  for  the  unsaved  and  he 
would  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  his  time  and  talent  when 
there  was  an  opportunity  to  bring  souls  into  the  king- 
dom. From  La  Place  he  moved  with  his  family  to  a  farm 
near  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  where  he,  in  co-operation 
with  Eld.  I.  W.  Brubaker,  ministered  to  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  church  and  community  for  several  years. 
With  his  wife  he  then  spent  two  years  with  the  Worden 
church  near  Stanley,  Wis.,  as  pastor.  For  seven  years 
he  was  pastor  at  Hampton,  Iowa.     The  last  decade  of 


his  life  was  spent  with  his  home  church  at  Prairie  City, 
Iowa,  in  supplying  the  ministerial  needs,  assisted  by 
his  son,  Eld.  B.  F.  Buckingham.  At  his  funeral  many 
were  the  expressions  that  "we  have  lost  a  good  man." 

He  with  his  good  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding anniversary  Dec.  25,  1934,  and  were  greeted  by 
their  many  friends  who  extended  to  them  their  best 
wishes.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  July  3,  1936. 
Since  his  wife's  death  he  had  made  his  home  with  his 
son  Irvin  and  family  who  tenderly  cared  for  him,  sup- 
plying every  need. 

To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  two  sons  and 
two  daughters.  One  daughter  passed  into  the  beyond  in 
1901.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  going,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter;  one  brother  of  Virden,  111.;  one  sister  of  Mar- 
shalltown,  Iowa.  There  are  twenty-eight  grandchildren 
and  three  great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Walnut  Ridge 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  conducted  by  Elder  J.  Q.  Gough- 
nour  of  Ankeny,  Iowa,  assisted  by  Elders  D.  D.  Fleish- 
man and  M.  W.  Eikenberry,  both  of  Dallas  Center,  Iowa, 
and  Rev.  Bulah  Hughes  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who  is 
pastor  of  the  Christian  church  in  the  community  where 
he  resided.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  lot 
in  the  cemetery  near  by. 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa.  M.  W.  Eikenberry. 


Inspiration  at  Twilight 

Often  in  the  twilight  when  the  sun  is  setting  in  the 
multicolored  west,  it  seems  to  me  that  some  uranic  band 
of  carolers  are  softly  calling.  As  I  listen  intently  all 
their  intermezzos  bring  reminiscences  of  both  happiness 
and  sadness. 

I  am  filled  with  an  inexplicable  feeling  of  content- 
ment and  love  for  nature  and  the  whole  universe  while 
a  melodious  quietness  spreads  slowly  about.  Sinking 
beyond  the  horizon,  the  sun  sends  out  its  last  rays  that 
slowly  mingle  with  fading  clouds  which  no  artist  could 
ever  paint.  Sweet  music  seems  to  float  from  every 
cloud  to  enchant  the  world  with  peace. 

As  I  watch  the  tinted  skies  silently  weaving  their 
evening  melodies  together,  whispering  shadows  steal 
softly  over  the  world.    Pondering  over  these  great  mys- 
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teries  of  God's  handiwork,  I  wonder  why  humans  can- 
not discover  some  simple  way  to  add  some  beauty  like 
that  of  the  twilight  to  their  lives  to  make  God's  dreams 
come  true. 

Fruitdale,  Ala.  Myrtle  Alice  Carpenter. 


Elias  Peter  Dunbar 

A  long  and  useful  life,  spent  in  the  service  of  his  Master, 
came  peacefully  to  a  close  when  at  sunset  on  May  7,  1941,  Elias 
Peter  Dunbar  fell   asleep   to   awaken   no   more   in   this  earthly 

realm.  He  had 
been  ailing  for 
several  months, 
but  the  fatal  ill- 
ness of  compli- 
cations lasted 
but  six  days. 

Elias  Peter 
Dunbar,  son  of 
Elias  and  Esther 
Bowers  Dunbar, 
was  born  on  the 
old  Abner  Bow- 
ers homestead 
near  Bowers 
Station,  Mont- 
gomery County, 
Ind.,  Feb.  14, 
1861.  He  grew 
to  manhood  un- 
der the  guiding 
hand  of  a  godly 
grandfather,  Ab- 
ner Bowers,  attending  the  little  country  school,  reading  the 
McGuffy  readers,  and  completing  Ray's  Higher  Arithmetic.  He 
did  not  let  his  education  stop  here,  but  continually  surrounded 
himself  with  good  literature,  completing  his  library  with  a 
thirty  volume  set  of  Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 

Nov.  13,  1884,  he  married  Violet  May  Lane  of  Colfax,  Ind.  She 
passed  away  March  23,  1887.  On  March  27,  1889,  he  was  married 
by  the  late  D.  C.  Campbell  to  Emma  Coe  Parker  of  Smyrna, 
Del.  Eight  children  came  to  bless  this  union:  two  daughters: 
Mae  E.  Halladay  of  Coshocton,  Ohio;  Lillian  E.  Judy  of  Clarks- 
burg, W.  Va.;  six  sons:  Joseph  E.,  at  home;  Austin  W.  of  Lin- 
den, Ind.;  Willard  P.  of  Colfax,  Ind.;  Harvey  N.  of  Clarkshill, 
Ind.;  Roscoe  A.  of  Dayton,  Ind.;  Theodore  B.  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.  There  are  nineteen  living  grandchildren  and  two 
infants  asleep  in  Jesus. 

Early  in  life  Bro.  Dunbar  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  White  church  congregation.  In  1890  he 
accepted  the  ministry,  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  in 
1894.  Although  he  never  actively  followed  the  ministry,  he 
served  constantly  with  the  deacons  and  was  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  eight  years.  In  1907  he  was  sent  by  the 
church,  as  a  delegate,  to  the  Annual  Conference  held  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  Dec.  4,  1915,  he  was  ordained  an  elder,  serving 
faithfully  in  every  way  his  health  would  permit.  His  life's 
record  may  be  found  in  the  diary  he  has  kept  since  the  age  of 
fourteen   years. 

He  owned  and  operated  the  old  Abner  Bowers  homestead 
until  his  retirement  in  1921,  when  he  moved  his  family  to  their 
present  home  in  Colfax,  Ind.  In  this  home  on  June  4,  1939,  he 
and  his  good  wife  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  All  mem- 
bers of  their  family  were  present,  and  they  received  a  host  of 
relatives   and  friends  from  far   and   near. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  at  the  White  church  on  May 
9,  1941,  with  Bro.  Ellis  Waggoner  officiating,  assisted  by  Rev. 
E.  I.  Odle  of  the  Methodist  church  of  Colfax,  Ind.  The  six  sons 
acted  as  pallbearers,  and  the  grandchildren  as  flower-bearers. 
A  large  audience  of  relatives  and  friends  filled  the  church  in 
tribute  to  his  memory.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  beau- 
tiful Plainview  cemetery  at  Colfax,  Ind. 

The  memory  of  his  Christian  life  is  a  heritage  for  his  children 
far   greater   than   riches   or   gold. 

Coshocton,  Ohio.  May  E.  Halladay. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Buckley-Kenaga. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents.  May  10, 
1941,  Maynard  Buckley  and  Maxine  Kenaga,  both  of  Elkhart,  by 
the  undersigned.— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Hartsough-Leek.— At  the  home  of  the  bride  on  May  10,  William 


Junior  Hartsough  and  Cleo  Phyllis  Leek,  both  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
by   the   undersigned. — J.    S.    Zigler,    Goshen,    Ind. 

Taylor-Flora. — In  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  May  11,  1941,  by  the  un- 
dersigned, James  Quinn  Taylor  and  Gladys  Marie  Flora,  both  of 
San  Diego,  Calif. — Fred  A.  Flora,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


FALLEN  ASLEEP 


Beach,  Annie  Weaver,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Kochen- 
darfer  Weaver,  was  born  April  26,  1858,  at  Martinsburg,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  New  Enterprise,  April  28,  1941.  On  Feb.  1,  1880, 
she  was  married  to  Eli  Replogle,  who  died  in  1884.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  the  son  dying  in  infancy.  In  1905  she 
married  Adam  Beach.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one  daugh- 
ter, two  stepdaughters,  six  stepsons,  twenty-seven  grandchildren 
and  eight  great-grandchildren.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years  and  always  attended 
services  when  health  permitted.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  New  Enterprise  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Wilfred  Staufer, 
assisted  by  Brethren  D.  T.  Detwiler  and  D.  P.  Hoover.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New 
Enterprise,   Pa. 

Bechiel,  Andrew,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Susan  Bechtel,  was 
born  Sept.  20,  1861,  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  and  died  April  13, 
1941.  He  came  to  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  more  than  sixty-five  years 
ago.  On  Jan.  11,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Lydia  Ebersole,  who 
survives.  One  son,  a  foster  daughter,  three  grandchildren,  one 
sister  and  two  brothers  also  survive.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  church  for  many  years.  For  the  past  twelve  years  he  had 
faithfully  served  as  janitor  of  the  Dallas  Center  church.  His 
genial  disposition  made  friends  wherever  he  was  known.  The 
funeral  services  at  the  church  were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  D. 
D.  Fleishman,  assisted  by  Elders  M.  W.  Eikenberry  and  C.  B. 
Rowe.  Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Maud  L.  Moser, 
Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

Blouch,  M.  Mabel,  daughter  of  Mary  A.  and  the  late  Amos 
Blouch,  was  born  in  Dauphin  County,  Nov.  26,  1886,  and  died 
April  23,  1941.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
May  1905  and  was  always  a  regular  attendant  at  all  church  serv- 
ices. She  was  a  member  of  the  Willing  Workers  class  of  the 
Palmyra  Sunday  school.  She  is  survived  by  her  mother  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  in  the  Palmyra  church  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Frank  S.  Carper.  Interment  was  in  the  Hanover- 
dale   cemetery. — Edith   M.   Blouch,   Palmyra,   Pa. 

Chronisler,  Katie  Jacobs,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1867,  and  died 
April  9,  1941,  at  her  home  near  Spry,  Pa.  On  Dec.  1,  1889,  she 
was  married  to  Elmer  Chronister,  who  preceded  her  in  death 
thirteen  years  ago.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
forty-two  years  ago  and  remained  faithful,  always  lending  a 
hand  in  the  work  of  the  church.  She  is  survived  by  six  sons, 
four  daughters,  twenty-five  grandchildren,  four  great-grandchil- 
dren, one  brother  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Michael  Markey  and  Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  in  the 
New  Fairview  church.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— H.  B.  Markey,  York,  Pa. 

Crist,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sallie  Garber  Early, 
was  born  at  Broadway,  Va.,  July  24,  1872,  and  died  Jan.  15,  1941. 
While  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Washington,  caring  for 
her  three  grandchildren  in  the  absence  of  their  parents,  she  was 
burned  to  death.  She  was  married  to  Joseph  F.  Crist  on  Jan.  10, 
1900.  Surviving  her  are  her  husband,  two  sons,  one  daughter, 
and  five  grandchildren.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  she  was  a  girl.  She  was  a  woman  of 
kindly  disposition  and  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  church.  The 
body  was  brought  to  her  home  in  Bridgewater  for  burial.  The 
pastor,  C.  G.  Hesse,  assisted  by  O.  S.  Miller,  conducted  the  serv- 
ice.—Mrs.  Stuart  Miller,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Custer,  Landon  Quinter,  was  born  in  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1882,  and 
died  in  a  hospital  in  San  Francisco,  March  23,  1941.  He  was 
baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  his  teens.  On  April 
4,  1906,  he  was  married  to  Rhoda  Myers.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
he  moved  to  Codora,  where  he  had  since  resided.  He  was  elected 
to  the  deacon's  office,  in  which  he  served  until  his  death.  For 
many  years  he  held  the  office  of  church  treasurer.  He  was  a  wise 
counselor  and  an  excellent  worker  for  the  church.  He  was 
anointed  four  weeks  before  his  death.  Surviving  him  are  his 
widow,  three  sisters,  two  brothers  and  his  stepmother.  The 
funeral,  held  in  the  Sweet  funeral  home  in  Willows,  Calif.,  was 
conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned.— Arnie  Wright,  Chico, 
Calif. 

Finkenbinder,  Ellen,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Maria  Wirtz  Stude- 
baker,  was  born  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  Dec.  22,  1855,  and  died  at  a 
Freeport  hospital,  April  21,  1941.  She  had  been  in  the  hospital 
with  a  hip  fracture  since  Jan.  28.  She  came  to  the  Pearl  City 
community  with  her  parents  eighty-four  years  ago.  On  Sept.  6, 
1875,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  Finkenbinder,  who 
preceded  her  in  death.  Three  children  also  preceded  her  in 
death.  Two  sons,  six  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren 
survive.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  and  remained  a  faithful  and  devoted  member.  She  was 
anointed  by  her  pastor  and  Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner  on  Feb.  27.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  Pearl  City 
and  at  the  Yellow  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  her  pastor, 
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the  undersigned,  in  charge. — Galen  G.  Gerdes,  Pearl  City,  111. 

Garver,  Ida  Mae,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Thrawl  Til- 
bury, was  born  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  May  18,  1861,  and  died 
at  the  Mexico  Welfare  Home  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
On  May  9,  1880,  she  was  married  to  Bro.  Lewis  E.  Garver,  who 
died  eighteen  months  ago.  She  had  come  to  the  Welfare  Home 
ten  years  ago  from  Logansport,  Ind.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Logansport  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  liked  to  attend  church 
when  her  health  permitted.  Surviving  are  a  foster  daughter  and 
two  half  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Welfare  Home 
with  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  officiating. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mex- 
ico, Ind. 

Hawbaker,  Annie  Robins,  was  born  Dec.  12,  1874,  and  was 
found  dead  in  her  home  on  the  morning  of  March  25,  1941.  She 
was  one  of  the  large  family  born  to  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Robins 
and  had  lived  in  this  community  all  her  life.  She  was  married 
to  Emmert  Hawbaker  on  Feb.  19,  1901.  To  this  union  were  born 
two  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Gladys  Royer,  is  a  missionary  to 
Africa.  Five  grandchildren  and  one  brother  also  survive.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  early  in  life  and  re- 
mained loyal.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  home 
by  Eld.  C.  B.  Rowe,  and  at  the  church  by  the  pastor.  Eld.  D.  D. 
Fleishman.  Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Maud  L. 
Moser,   Dallas   Center,   Iowa. 

Landis,  Deliah,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Julia  Ann  Brooks,  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  24,  1869,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  her  son,  May  4,  1941.  On  Oct.  15,  1886,  she  was  married 
to  Daniel  Landis.  To  this  union  seven  children  were  born,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Long  Lake 
church.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  who  is  ill  in  the  state 
hospital  at  Traverse  City,  three  sons,  three  daughters,  thirty- 
three  grandchildren,  twenty  great-grandchildren,  three  sisters, 
and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Long 
Lake  church  by  Eld.  J.  Edson  Ulery.  Burial  was  in  the  Long 
Lake  cemetery. — Mrs.  John   H.   Landis,   Manistee,  Mich. 

Perry,  Harvey  Milton,  the  son  of  the  late  Jacob  and  Annie 
Shaeffer  Petry,  was  born  near  Westminster,  Md.,  Sept.  18,  1870, 
and  died  very  suddenly  March  27,  1941.  He  was  married  to  Annie 
Fitze.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children.  Since  boyhood 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  a  dea- 
con, a  trustee  and  a  member  of  the  cemetery  board  of  the 
Meadow  Branch  church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  undersigned  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J.  Walter  Thomas,  Westminster,  Md. 

Roush,  Melvin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Roush,  died  sud- 
denly April  18,  1941,  while  at  work,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  nine  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents  and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  in 
the  Elkhart  City  church  were  conducted  by  the  writer  Burial 
was  in  the  Prairie  Street  cemetery. — G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Sprinkle,  Beulah  Sargent,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  N. 
Sargent,  was  born  Nov.  3,  1899,  at  Clarkson,  Okla.,  and  died 
May  6,  1941,  at  Miami,  Fla.  On  June  3,  1934,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Wilbur  D.  Sprinkle  of  Missouri.  After  spending  a 
year  in  California  they  went  to  Florida,  where  they  lived  for  the 
past  several  years.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  as  a  child  at  Cottonwood,  Kans.  Following  her  mar- 
riage she  identified  herself  with  the  church  of  her  husband,  a 
branch  of  the  Brethren  faith.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
a  son,  her  parents,  one  brother  and  three  sisters.  The  funeral 
service  was  held  at  the  First  church,  Chicago,  by  the  writer  and 
Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand.  Interment  was  in  the  Glen  Oak  cemetery 
near  Chicago. — Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  HI. 


!  CHURCH    NEWS  I 

Arizona 

Phoenix. — On  March  20  the  district  women's  council  gave  a 
very  interesting  and  helpful  program.  The  following  Sunday 
the  deputation  team  from  La  Verne,  accompanied  by  the  field 
representative,  Bro.  Frank  Howell,  had  charge  of  the  morning 
service.  Pre-Easter  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  W.  Ar- 
nold and  the  pastor,  Bro.  Glen  Montz.  The  Glendale  and  Phoenix 
churches  had  a  joint  love  feast  April  10.  Easter  services  in- 
cluded a  program  by  the  Sunday  school,  a  consecration  for 
babies,  a  welcome  for  the  new  members,  and  a  play,  The  Way  of 
Life,  presented  by  the  young  people.  Nine  have  been  baptized 
and  six  received  by  letter.  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crum- 
packer  and  Brother  and  Sister  W.  H.  Neher  visited  the  Phoenix 
church  on  May  4.  Bro.  Crumpacker  preached  in  the  morning 
and  Sister  Crumpacker  showed  pictures  of  China  in  the  evening. 
At  the  council  on  May  6  three  deacons  were  chosen.  Brethren 
Keith  Miller,  O'Dell  Laughrun  and  Joe  Neff.  The  indefinite 
tenure  of  service  of  the  pastor  was  adopted  by  the  church.  On 
May  14  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  under  the 
supervision  of  Sister  Alice  Allman.  Sister  B.  F.  Waas  of  Glen- 
dale was  the  guest  speaker.  A  recreation  yard  opening  out  from 
the  social  hall  of  the  church  is  proving  attractive  to  the  high 
school  group.  The  underground  sprinkling  system  is  in  use  and 
the  cooling  system  will  be  ready  soon. — Lois  Greenawalt,  Phoe- 
nix, Ariz.,  May  16. 


Arkansas 

New  Hope. — We  held  our  regular  council  on  March  29.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year:  elder  and  pastor, 
Bro.  Luke  Burnett;  assistant,  Bro.  J.  A.  Birkhead;  clerk,  Law- 
rence Spencer;  Messenger  correspondent,  the  writer.  Our  love 
feast  on  May  10,  at  which  Bro.  Luke  Burnett,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Birkhead,  officiated,  was  an  inspiration  to  all  present.  During 
the  winter  and  spring  the  attendance  at  all  the  services  has  been 
good.  We  have  preaching  services  each  Sunday.  We  are  look- 
ing for  a  young  evangelist  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  this 
summer.  The  young  people's  conference  will  be  held  in  our 
church  on  the  first  Sunday  in  July.  We  are  very  well  pleased 
with  the  outlook  for  the  church  this  year. — Mrs.  Mary  Birkhead, 
Cherry  Valley,  Ark.,  May  17. 

California 

Covina. — On  March  16  Bro.  Ernie  Carl  of  Pomona  showed  pic- 
tures of  Camp  La  Verne.  A  church  dinner  was  held  March  18 
in  honor  of  the  returned  missionaries.  Brother  and  Sister  Frank 
Crumpacker  and  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Ikenberry.  Each  of 
the  missionaries  gave  a  much-appreciated  talk.  On  Easter  the 
children's  department  gave  a  program  in  the  morning  and  the 
adults  a  cantata  in  the  evening.  The  deputation  team  of  La 
Verne  College  presented  a  program  on  April  20.  Sister  Anna 
Hutchison  was  the  guest  at  the  mother  and  daughter  meeting  in 
April.  She  gave  an  inspiring  talk.  On  April  27  the  Crumpackers 
were  guests  of  the  Covina  church.  Bro.  Crumpacker  brought 
the  morning  message.  It  is  a  pleasure  and  an  inspiration  to 
have  these  missionaries  give  talks  in  our  church.  The  pastor  and 
elder,  Bro.  "William  Riddlebarger,  officiated  at  the  candlelight 
communion  service,  which  was  held  May  4.  The  theme  of  the 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  11  was  Bells.  At  the 
close  of  the  Mother's  Day  sermon  one  young  man  applied  for 
church  membership.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  Conference 
at  La  Verne. — Mrs.  Tempie  S.  Funk,  Charter  Oak,  Calif.,  May  13. 

La  Verne. — The  church  in  annual  business  session  re-elected 
Crawford  Brubaker  superintendent  and  Earl  Brubaker  associ- 
ate; Roy  P.  Hylton,  clerk;  C.  Ernest  Davis,  presiding  elder;  O.  L. 
Minnich,  assistant  elder;  Frank  Howell  and  Edgar  Rothrock, 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference;  Crawford  Brubaker  and  D.  W. 
Shock,  alternates.  J.  A.  Smeltzer  was  retained  as  general  super- 
intendent of  Christian  Worker  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings.  Four 
were  baptized  on  the  Sunday  following  Easter;  others  are  con- 
sidering the  rite.  People  of  La  Verne  are  getting  ready  for  the 
Annual  Conference.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  folks  are  set- 
ting the  church  house  in  order;  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  is 
making  plans  for  the  Conference,  etc.  The  work  of  taking  care 
of  the  Conference  children  is  being  combined  with  the  commu- 
nity daily  vacation  Bible  school  under  the  superintendency  of 
the  writer.  It  will  be  in  session  from  8:45  to  11:30  A.  M.  five 
days  a  week  from  June  16  to  27.  The  beginners  will  be  directed 
by  Joyce  Kyhl;  the  primaries  by  Mrs.  Ira  Fasnacht;  the  upper 
division,  juniors  with  a  board  of  junior  high  helpers,  by  the 
writer. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La  Verne,  Calif.,  May  13. 

Live  Oak. — The  young  people's  rally  of  circuit  one  was  held 
in  our  church  on  March  16.  In  the  evening  the  young  people 
of  the  Chico  church  gave  the  play,  What  Shall  It  Profit?  Bro. 
J.  W.  Lear  brought  fine  messages  during  our  two  weeks'  revival. 
Seven  were  baptized  and  two  rededicated  their  lives.  The  con- 
gregation was  strengthened  and  brought  nearer  to  God.  Martha 
Shick  has  been  with  us  this  month.  She  gave  an  inspiring  talk 
at  the  Dorcas  meeting,  told  several  stories  to  the  children,  and 
on  April  1  brought  a  strong  message  to  the  church.  Our  love 
feast  and  communion  service  was  held  on  April  11.  Union  Good 
Friday  services  were  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  jun- 
ior choir  sang  at  the  Easter  service.  The  Easter  offering  for 
missions  amounted  to  $22.63.  We  have  placed  the  peace-relief 
cards  in  all  the  homes.  The  peace-relief  offering  was  $83.71.  On 
April  27  the  intermediates  took  part  in  the  service.  On  Mother's 
Day  a  special  program  was  given  in  the  evening.  The  cradle 
roll  presented  Grandma  Hopper  with  a  beautiful  bouquet.  Bro. 
Ernest  Ikenberry  gave  us  a  very  interesting  talk.  Our  mother 
and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  on  May  12.  The  following 
Sunday  there  will  be  a  service  of  dedication  for  babies  and  the 
cradle  roll  department  will  present  a  program.  The  Home  Build- 
ers have  a  discussion  group  on  Sunday  evening  on  How  to 
Reach  the  Unchurched.  The  Dorcas  society  has  been  sewing  for 
the  less  fortunate,  and  the  aid  has  been  quilting.— Mrs.  Dale 
Ferris,  Gridley,  Calif.,  May  12. 

Modesto.— For  several  Sundays  before  Easter  our  pastor 
preached  special  sermons.  On  Easter  there  was  a  fine  sermon 
and  special  music  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  a  play. 
Victory  Over  Death,  written  and  directed  by  Mrs.  Studebaker, 
was  given.  Ten  were  baptized,  twenty-five  received  by  letter, 
and  one  was  reinstated.  On  Good  Friday  we  joined  with  the 
other  churches  in  town  in  a  service.  On  intermediate  day  in 
April  the  intermediate  department  furnished  special  music  and 
some  of  them  were  ushers.  Our  love  feast  in  April  was  well 
attended.  The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  this  year  was  held 
at  the  "China  Clipper,"  which  is  run  by  Chinese  attending  our 
Sunday  school.  Four  babies  were  dedicated  on  Mother's  Day. 
Many  are  planning  to  attend  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne. 
On  May  16  Bro.  Ernest  Ikenberry  from  the  China  mission  field 
gave  us  a  very  interesting  talk  about  conditions  there.    We  plan 
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to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  under  the  leadership   of  Mrs. 
Studebaker  —  Edith   Bohn,   Modesto,   Calif.,   May    19. 

Sacramento  Suburban. — Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  is  in- 
creasing. Since  our  last  report  five  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  letter.  On  Mother's  Day  we  had  an  all-day  meeting 
at  the  church.  Bro.  Deardorff,  wife  and  daughter  are  with  us. 
He  is  helping  in  the  building  of  the  new  church.  The  ladies' 
aid  meets  once  each  week  to  sew  and  quilt.  On  May  13  Bro. 
E.  L.  Ikenberry  gave  us  a  talk  on  China,  which  was  much  ap- 
preciated.— Mrs.   Dicia  J.   Lehman,   Sacramento,   Calif.,   May   16. 

Colorado 

Denver. — The  church  sustained  a  genuine  loss  in  the  death  of 
Bro.  Harry  B.  Sipling,  who  was  a  deacon  and  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  and  of  the  finance  committee.  He  was  also  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  with  tact  and  understanding.  The  wom- 
en of  the  church  recently  reorganized  under  the  name,  The 
Women's  Organization.  At  present  they  meet  twice  a  month  to 
do  relief  sewing.  The  officers  are:  president,  Mrs.  Maxine  Hill; 
vice-president,  Mrs.  Luella  Kelly;  secretary-treasurer,  Mrs.  Imo- 
gene  Swerdfeger.  Mrs.  William  Greig  directs  the  sewing  project. 
During  the  Easter  season  nine  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  and  several  by  letter,  among  whom  are  Brother  and 
Sister  Oliver  H.  Austin.  May  1  marked  the  date  of  the  birthday 
supper,  which  included  the  birthdays  in  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year.  The  offering  of  seventeen  dollars  will  go  into  a  fund 
for  the  replacement  of  the  floor  of  the  basement.  At  this  party 
our  Sunday-school  superintendent,  Harold  D.  Fasnacht,  was  sur- 
prised. Since  he  is  leaving  for  the  summer  months  an  electric 
kitchen  clock  was  presented  in  appreciation  of  the  service  he 
and  his  wife  have  given  the  church.  A  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  was  held  on  May  15.  One  of  our  young  ministers,  Harry 
Reeves,  who  has  just  finished  his  first  year  at  McPherson  Col- 
lege, has  been  appointed  as  summer  pastor  at  Arriba,  Colo. — 
Agnes  E.  Stinnette,  Denver,  Colo.,  May  16. 

Sterling. — Two  weeks  of  evangelistic  meetings  were  conducted 
by  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  from  April  14  to  20.  The 
messages  in  both  sermon  and  song  were  greatly  appreciated. 
On  April  16  the  church  had  a  fellowship  supper.  On  April  18 
the  ladies'  missionary  society  prepared  a  Chinese  dinner  to 
which  each  one  invited  a  guest.  Mrs.  Canfield  gave  an  interest- 
ing talk  on  their  tour  and  mission  work;  she  also  told  us  about 
our  foreign  work.  On  May  5  Bro.  O.  E.  Messamer  showed  pic- 
tures of  the  church  in  action,  and  on  the  same  evening  Bro. 
Stern  of  Grand  Junction  showed  pictures  of  Grand  Mesa  in  the 
interest  of  camp  promotion.  Our  young  people's  camp  will  be 
held  from  Aug.  4  to  10  at  Grand  Mesa.  Recently  at  a  short  busi- 
ness session  the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  O.  P.  Williams, 
was  read  and  accepted. — Mrs.  Ollie  Ullery,  Sterling,  Colo.,  May  6. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — The  Idaho  and  Western  Montana  district  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Nampa  church  early  in  May.  There  was  a  fine  at- 
tendance; some  of  the  delegates  traveled  six  hundred  fifty  miles 
from  Whitefish,  Mont.  Pastor  M.  S.  Frantz  addressed  the  Sun- 
day morning  meeting,  which  six  hundred  attended.  The  spring 
love  feast  was  held  last  week  with  Bro.  Walter  C.  Coffman  offi- 
ciating. About  one  hundred  twenty-five  people  communed.— 
Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho,  May  15. 

Twin  Falls. — On  April  6,  following  a  potluck  dinner  at  the 
church,  there  was  a  short  program  and  a  talk  by  Lawrence 
Turner.  On  Easter  a  program  was  given  by  the  children  in  the 
morning,  and  four  young  girls  were  baptized  at  a  candlelight 
service  in  the  evening.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  C.  Miller,  has  re- 
signed. The  church  decided  to  get  a  pastor  from  the  West  if 
possible.  The  ministerial  committee  was  fortunate  in  securing 
Harold  K.  Michael  and  wife,  who  will  come  in  September.  Bro. 
Miller  took  six  of  our  young  people  to  district  meeting  at  Nampa 
on  May  3.  They  furnished  marimba  and  accordian  music  at 
the  meeting.  Brother  and  Sister  F.  G.  Edwards  served  as  dele- 
gates. On  Mother's  Day  a  program,  followed  by  a  sermonette, 
was  given  in  the  morning.  Bro.  Miller  and  family  are  planning 
to  attend  the  La  Verne  Conference. — Mrs.  F.  M.  Heistand,  Hazel- 
ton,   Idaho,   May   15. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — The  special  church  institute  for  this  section  of  the 
district  was  held  in  the  Woodland  church.  Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike 
conducted  pre-Easter  services  in  the  Romine  church  from  April 
1-13.  Bro.  Paul  Rhodes  was  chosen  promotional  secretary  for  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  March  30  the  young  people 
gave  the  stereopticon  lecture,  Youth  Serves.  The  union  Good 
Friday  service  was  held  in  the  Astoria  church.  Brother  and 
Sister  Shawgo  presented  new  light  fixtures  for  the  auditorium 
and  west  room  of  the  church.  The  aid  society  is  preparing  for 
the  district  meeting,  which  will  be  held  Aug.  29-31.  Eliza  Miller, 
former  missionary  to  India,  was  the  speaker  at  the  Mother's  Day 
program  of  the  Astoria  and  Woodland  churches.  The  church  was 
strengthened  by  the  inspiring  messages  of  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank, 
who  conducted  our  evangelistic  meeting  from  April  14-27.  Seven 
were  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter.  There  were  134  pres- 
ent at  the  love  feast  on  April  28.  Six  brethren  held  a  love  feast 
at  the  home  of  Bro.  Jacob  Powell.  On  May  17  a  deputation  team 
from  Manchester  College  gave  a  report  of  the  summer  camp  in 


Washington  and  then  presented  the  play,  The  Color  Line. — Rose 
Wickert,  Astoria,  111.,  May  18. 

Camp  Creek. — We  have  met  every  second  and  fourth  Sundays 
of  each  month  with  good  attendance.  At  the  end  of  every  sec- 
ond Sunday  a  peace  offering  is  received.  On  April  22  the  church, 
the  yard  and  the  cemetery  were  cleaned,  and  a  new  fence  was 
put  around  the  cemetery.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  D.  B.  Cave,  is  our 
faithful  leader.  He  has  done  much  for  our  church  and  we  thank 
God  for  such  people  as  Bro.  Cave  and  his  family.  Brother  and 
Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  have  been  engaged  to  hold  revival  meetings 
at  Camp  Creek  from  June  23  to  July  9. — Harriet  Wetzel,  Ten- 
nessee, 111.,  May  9. 

Woodland. — On  Feb.  16  a  group  of  young  people  from  our 
church  attended  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting  at  Canton.  On  Feb.  23 
the  Berean  class  gave  slides  on  India.  A  special  council  was 
called  on  March  13  to  transact  business  pertaining  to  the  pas- 
toral work.  An  Easter  program  was  given  by  the  children  of 
the  Sunday  school  at  the  morning  services,  and  the  young  peo- 
ple presented  a  play,  The  Unlighted  Cross,  in  the  evening.  We 
are  planning  a  joint  Mother's  Day  program  with  the  Astoria 
church.  We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  April  30.  The 
treasurer  gave  a  very  encouraging  report,  heartily  endorsing 
the  envelope  system.  The  church  decided  to  purchase  fifty 
new  Hymns  of  Praise  songbooks.  The  vacation  school  was  dis- 
cussed. A  full-time  pastor  has  not  yet  been  secured,  but  we  are 
planning  to  have  Virgil  Weimer  for  the  summer  months.  A  few 
of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  group  attended  the  spring  rally  at  Springfield. 
— Mrs.   Reuben  D.   Wickert,  Vermont,  111.,  May  9. 

Yellow  Creek. — One  hundred  per  cent  of  our  members  and 
several  others  in  the  community  are  receiving  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. The  children  enjoyed  an  Indian  rice  and  curry  supper 
at  the  parsonage.  The  church  voted  to  support  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps.  A  council  meeting  was  held  on  March  7, 
at  which  time  Bro.  George  Fike  and  Bro.  William  Keltner  were 
elected  delegates  to  district  conference.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  love  feast  on  June  1.  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller,  instructor  in  Bible  at 
Manchester  College,  was  with  us  on  April  26  and  27.  We  greatly 
appreciate  his  coming  and  the  fine  lessons  in  Bible  study  and  the 
inspirational  sermon  he  brought  us.  On  the  evening  of  May  4  the 
children  presented  the  play,  Black  Tents.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
every  two  weeks  to  do  relief  sewing.  One  consignment  of 
clothing  and  bedding  has  been  shipped;  another  is  nearly  ready 
to  go.  We  greatly  miss  Sister  Ellen  Finkenbinder,  who  was  a 
faithful  worker  at  our  aid  meetings.  The  missionary  society  is 
studying  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China.— Mrs.  Leroy  Hecker, 
Pearl  City,  111.,  May  10. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — On  the  evenings  of  March  20,  21  and  22  the  inter- 
esting and  educational  motion  picture,  The  Life  of  Christ,  was 
shown  in  our  church.  Our  pre-Easter  activities  were  well  at- 
tended. There  was  an  early  sunrise  service  on  Easter  Sunday, 
and  in  the  evening  thirteen  were  baptized  and  two  received  by 
letter;  others  await  the  rite  of  baptism.  Our  love  feast  on  May  3 
was  a  spiritual  meeting;  Bro.  E.  L.  McCullough  of  Middletown 
officiated.  We  are  grateful  for  the  splendid  gift  of  a  Hammond 
organ  presented  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dietzen  as  a  memorial  to  her 
late  husband,  Albert  E.,  who  in  his  time  made  many  gifts  to  the 
church.  The  dedication  has  been  set  for  the  evening  of  May  25, 
at  which  time  we  will  also  dedicate  our  new  songbooks,  the 
Brethren  Hymnal.  Mother  and  daughter  week  activities  have 
been  carefully  planned. — Mrs.  A.  P.  Musselman,  Anderson,  Ind., 
May  10. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  church  met  in  semiannual  council  on  May 
12  with  the  writer  presiding.  Our  treasurer  reported  a  favorable 
financial  condition  in  the  church.  We  will  not  send  a  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference  this  year.  Carrie  Mishler  and  Mary  Sni- 
der will  be  our  delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack.  We 
chose  a  nominating  committee  to  select  names  for  all  church  and 
Sunday-school  offices  to  be  presented  at  the  August  council. 
Our  church  is  endeavoring  to  raise  its  quota  for  promotion  of 
Brethren  Service.  Our  church  is  co-operating  with  the  other 
churches  of  the  township  for  a  vacation  Bible  school  to  begin 
June  2  in  the  New  Paris  Church  of  the  Brethren. — William  Bru- 
baker,  New  Paris,  Ind.,  May  13. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — The  love  feast  was  held  on  May  17.  The 
attendance  was  the  largest  in  years.  The  ten  ministers  present 
were  Brethren  John  W.  Peters,  who  officiated,  Ira  Hiatt,  G.  D. 
Bowman,  Carl  Hilbert,  O.  D.  Werking,  D.  E.  Bowman,  A.  P. 
Musselman,  Ora  Zirkle,  C.  H.  Hoover,  and  Eld.  E.  L.  McCul- 
lough. Bro.  Carl  Hilbert  was  the  speaker  at  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship.  In  the  afternoon,  after  a  basket  dinner  at  the 
church,  a  fine  spiritual  service  was  held.  A  number  of  the  min- 
isters took  part.  The  Middletown  church  furnished  special  mu- 
sic.— Mrs.  Phoebe  E.  Good,  Middletown,  Ind.,  May  20. 

White  Branch. — Our  community  was  grieved  by  the  deaths  of 
five-year-old  George  Edward  Williams  and  Bro.  B.  F.  Hockens. 
The  daughter  of  the  latter  came  from  California  for  the  funeral 
and  will  remain  with  her  mother  for  a  while.  A  six-thirty 
prayer  service,  breakfast  at  seven  and  a  short  program  made  up 
our  Easter  services.  The  first  Sunday  of  May  was  missionary 
day.  Brother  and  Sister  Oberholtzer,  returned  missionaries  to 
China,  were  the  speakers.     A  basket  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  the 
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noon  hour.  A  joint  Mother's  and  Father's  Day  will  be  held  the 
last  of  May.  Our  aid,  which  has  been  well  attended,  is  supplied 
with  plenty  of  work.  We  plan  to  meet  in  the  homes  during  the 
summer  months.  Several  sacks  of  clothing  have  been  sent  for 
the  refugees  in  China.— Mrs.  Clara  Lammott,  Hagerstown,  Ind., 
May  21. 

Maryland 

Frederick. — Beginning  March  10  our  evangelistic  meetings  of 
two  weeks'  duration  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Linwood  Eisenberg 
of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  assisted  by  Pastor  Ralph  E.  Shober.  The 
children's  story  hour  was  in  charge  of  Sister  Eisenberg.  Dur- 
ing these  two  weeks  Bro.  Eisenberg  and  Pastor  Shober  visited  in 
about  one  hundred  homes.  On  the  afternoon  of  March  23  four- 
teen were  baptized;  four  were  received  by  letter,  making  a  total 
of  eighteen  since  our  last  writing.  Our  lives  have  been  enriched 
through  these  meetings.  On  March  30  and  April  6  our  pulpit  was 
filled  by  Bro.  Norman  Ford  during  the  absence  of  Pastor  Shober, 
who  was  conducting  evangelistic  meetings  in  the  Oakton  church 
at  Fairfax,  Va.  The  evening  service  of  March  30  was  conducted 
by  Florence  Garner,  missionary  director  of  women's  work.  The 
address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Roy  Leatherman.  At  the  evening 
service  on  April  6  Brother  and  Sister  Ira  Arnold  of  the  Monrovia 
church  brought  a  program  of  Worship  in  Art  and  Music.  On 
April  9  a  preparatory  service  was  conducted  by  Pastor  Shober, 
preceding  the  observance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  communion 
on  April  10.  In  the  high  school  auditorium  on  Good  Friday  night, 
under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Paul  B.  Beckhelm  of  Hood  College, 
our  senior  choir  with  the  community  chorus  presented  the  can- 
tata, Seven  Last  Words  of  Jesus,  by  Dubois.  Our  quarterly 
workers'  conference  supper  was  held  April  13  in  charge  of  John 
W.  Wolfe,  president  of  the  men's  work  organization;  the  program 
theme  was  Planning.  On  the  afternoon  of  April  20  the  Bridge- 
water  College  glee  club  of  thirty-five  voices,  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  Nelson  T.  Huffman,  gave  a  sacred  music  concert  in  our 
church.  About  fourteen  of  our  members  attended  the  district 
meeting  in  the  Washington  City  church  April  23.  Pastor  Shober 
was  elected  moderator  for  1942  and  John  W.  Wolfe  district  di- 
rector of  men's  work.  On  April  27  a  group  of  our  people  at- 
tended the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table  held  in  the  Monrovia  church. 
On  May  1  the  annual  Boy  Scout  supper  was  held  in  the  social 
rooms  of  our  church.  A  number  of  our  women  attended  the 
federated  church  women's  dinner  at  the  Calvary  Methodist 
church.  On  May  7  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  returned  missionary 
from  China,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  our  work  in  the  for- 
eign field.  About  one  hundred  attended  our  eleventh  annual 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  9.  The  guest  speaker  was 
the  district  director  of  home  enrichment  work,  Mrs.  Andrew  Hoff 
of  New  Windsor.  On  May  9  our  church  had  charge  of  morning 
devotions  over  station  WFMD,  Pastor  Shober  bringing  the  mes- 
sage. On  Mother's  Day  the  Sunday-school  devotion  period  was 
in  charge  of  the  senior  mixed  group  of  young  people  who 
brought  an  impressive  service  through  song  and  readings.  Dur- 
ing the  morning  worship  seven  babies  were  dedicated. — Mrs. 
John  W.  Wolfe,  Frederick,  Md.,  May  10. 

Longmeadow. — The  report  given  by  the  deacons  at  our  spring 
council  showed  that  we  have  111  members.  Bro.  Luke  Petre  was 
re-elected  trustee;  Bro.  Elmer  Rowland,  a  member  of  the  minis- 
terial board;  Bro.  Harry  Rowland,  elder.  Bro.  Roy  Miller  of 
Brownsville  and  Bro.  J.  W.  Fyock  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  were  guests 
at  our  love  feast  held  on  April  27;  Bro.  Elmer  Rowland  was  the 
officiating  minister.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were 
Claude  Wolfe  and  Chester  Strite.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  following 
the  guide  used  by  the  Southeastern  Region.  Some  members  of 
the  group  were  represented  at  the  last  round  table  held  in  the 
Hagerstown  church  in  April.  We  are  having  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent  attendance  each  Sunday  morning.  We  are  trying  to  get 
the  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club  started  in  the  congre- 
gation. The  women's  conference  of  Middle  Maryland  will  be 
held  in  our  church  on  May  15. — Genevieve  Rowland,  Hagerstown, 
Md.,   May   10. 

Wesiernporl. — The  young  people  of  our  church  sponsored  a 
pound  and  linen  shower  for  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Foster  Bittin- 
ger,  and  family  at  the  parsonage  on  March  6.  Each  class  par- 
ticipated in  the  entertainment.  Our  pre-Easter  services  were 
held  from  April  6  to  13.  Our  pastor  brought  a  very  inspiring 
message  each  evening.  The  Brethren  choir  from  Frostburg 
rendered  special  music  at  one  of  the  services.  Five  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  on  April  27.  The  children  of 
the  Sunday  school  gave  their  Easter  program  on  April  13.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  April  27  with  about  eighty-two  communi- 
cants. About  seventy  young  people  attended  the  fellowship 
banquet  of  Western  Maryland  held  here  on  May  2;  five  churches 
were  represented.  Bro.  P.  L.  Huffaker  was  the  speaker  of  the 
evening.  Our  pastor  held  a  dedication  service  for  children  on 
May  11.  The  men's  Bible  class  sponsored  the  services  on  the 
morning  and  evening  of  Mother's  Day.  At  the  evening  service 
each  woman  was  presented  a  lovely  flower.  The  women  are 
planning  a  special  service  for  Father's  Day,  and  the  children 
are  practicing  for  their  children's  day  program.  The  Sunday 
evening  services  during  May  will  be  centered  around  the  Chris- 
tian home. — Mrs.  Dorsey  Rogers,  Westernport,  Md.,  May  13. 

Michigan 
Battle   Creek.— On   Feb.   23  Bro.   Hiram   W.   Peters   of  Lansing 


brought  us  a  very  helpful  message  on  Sacrifices.  On  March  14, 
family  night,  165  persons  enjoyed  a  dinner  and  a  program.  On 
March  15  we  met  in  council  with  Bro.  Peters  in  charge.  At  this 
meeting  it  was  voted  to  keep  Bro.  Floyd  Mallott  for  another 
three  years  as  pastor.  We  used  our  new  furnace  for  the  first 
time  on  March  23.  Our  March  offering  for  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  was  $17.70.  On  Palm  Sunday  there  was  a  dedica- 
tion service  for  four  babies.  We  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  David 
P.  Schechter  preach  for  us  during  Passion  Week  and  on  Palm 
Sunday.  His  son,  Bro.  David  O.  Schechter,  was  ordained  at  this 
time.  The  young  people  held  sunrise  services  on  Easter  morning. 
The  junior  high  department  gave  the  play,  Christ  Is  Risen,  at  the 
Sunday-school  hour.  With  new  scenery,  it  was  a  play  long  to 
be  remembered.  In  the  afternoon  eleven  were  baptized  and  one 
was  reconsecrated;  in  the  evening  our  communion  services  were 
well  attended.  We  are  glad  to  welcome  Bro.  William  Rivell  and 
wife  from  Hastings  into  our  church  fellowship.  Bro.  Rivell 
preached  for  us  on  the  morning  of  April  20.  Bro.  Ted  Gandy 
of  Chicago  brought  us  the  evening  message.  Our  goodwill  of- 
fering on  April  13  was  $121.58.— Mrs.  Florence  Snow,  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  May  8. 

Elmdale.— Bro.  William  Tombaugh  has  been  our  pastor  since 
Jan.  1.  A  consecration  service  for  babies  is  planned  for  Mother's 
Day.  While  our  pastor  is  attending  a  Sunday-school  meeting  at 
the  Crystal  church  on  May  4,  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters  of  Lansing  will 
bring  the  morning  message.  In  the  evening  the  Manchester  Col- 
lege male  quartet  will  present  a  musical  program.  The  interme- 
diates, under  the  direction  of  their  teacher,  Naomi  Garver,  will 
sponsor  a  temperance  program  on  May  18  in  the  form  of  pictures 
by  Mr.  Lecrone  and  Mr.  Russell  of  Caledonia.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  May  26  when  Bro.  Frank  Baldwin  of  Chicago,  a  for- 
mer pastor  here,  will  begin  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting, 
closing  with  the  love  feast.— Mrs.  Ray  Wieland,  Freeport,  Mich., 
April  28. 

Nebraska 
"Lincoln. — A  revival  meeting  was  held  from  April  6  to  12.  All 
services  were  well  attended  and  the  messages  by  the  pastor,  Bro. 
J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  were  interesting  and  challenging.  As  a  result 
of  the  meeting  seventeen  were  received  into  church  fellowship 
by  baptism  or  on  former  baptism.  The  senior  B.  Y.  P.  D.  spon- 
sored a  very  interesting  Easter  service  in  the  church.  Follow- 
ing a  short  session  of  Sunday  school  on  Easter  morning  the 
elementary  department  gave  a  program  in  which  all  the  chil- 
dren had  a  part.  On  April  14  the  communion  was  held,  with 
Bro.  Jarboe  officiating.  An  attendance  of  120  was  the  largest 
for  some  time.  On  the  twentieth  a  junior  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  or- 
ganized for  the  ages  from  eleven  to  seventeen.  Eighteen  were 
present  at  the  first  meeting,  and  Mrs.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe  was  in 
charge.  On  April  20  five  more  were  received  into  church  fel- 
lowship. On  April  24  the  missionary  and  aid  society  of  the  wom- 
en's council  had  a  special  program  for  all.  Special  numbers  and 
a  book  report  by  Mrs.  Neil  Shepherd  on  Stand  By  for  China 
were  given.  On  April  29,  following  prayer  meeting,  a  farewell 
social  was  given  for  Esta  Farmer,  who  is  leaving  for  Washing- 
ton.—Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  May  9. 

Ohio 

Brookville. — Our  children's  department  gave  a  short  mission- 
ary program  on  Achievement  Day  between  the  Sunday-school 
hour  and  the  church  service.  On  this  day  a  missionary  offering 
of  $50  was  received  from  the  children's  weekly  contributions  in 
the  "ark,"  which  is  opened  annually.  Several  women  from  our 
church  attended  the  all-day  women's  work  conference  held  at 
the  Salem  church  on  Feb.  22.  At  our  council  meeting  in  Febru- 
ary we  elected  three  delegates  to  the  district  conference — Vern 
Dull,  Paul  Kinsel  and  Don  Frederick;  to  the  Annual  Conference 
we  elected  Brother  and  Sister  Teach  as  delegates.  Our  church 
treasurer  in  his  yearly  report  at  the  above  meeting  gave  inter- 
esting comparisons  of  our  average  church  offerings:  $39.31  in 
1938;  $41  in  1939;  $42.01  in  1940.  Ten  women  from  Brookville's 
four  churches  participated  in  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  observ- 
ance at  Dayton.  The  four  churches  of  our  town  co-operated  in 
making  a  religious  survey  of  Brookville.  The  thirty-two  work- 
ers were  divided  into  teams  of  two  each,  the  two  being  members 
of  different  churches.  On  March  23  visiting  brethren  made  a 
house-to-house  canvass  of  the  church  members  to  explain  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp  program  and  relief  work.  At  our 
annual  family  night  supper  on  the  evening  of  March  25,  191  were 
present.  The  tables  were  decorated  with  nests  of  Easter  eggs; 
fellowship  was  the  theme.  Two  duets  were  rendered  by  Faithe 
Couser  and  Alice  Coy  of  the  Beaver  Creek  church.  In  her  talk 
on  Fellowship  in  the  Family,  Sister  Mabel  Couser  caused  us  to 
think  of  the  importance  of  giving  children  the  rich  heritage  of 
life  in  the  open  spaces  of  the  farm.  For  the  second  time  our 
town  observed  union  Good  Friday  services.  At  the  pre-Easter 
services  during  Holy  Week  the  speakers  were  Brethren  J.  W. 
Fidler,  Paul  Kinsel  and  Roy  Teach.  Our  communion  was  ob- 
served on  Good  Friday  evening.  On  Easter  Sunday  night  our 
choir  presented  the  cantata,  Olivet,  by  D.  Prothroe.  Members 
of  the  United  Brethren  church  were  our  guests,  and  on  the 
following  Sunday  evening  we  were  their  guests.  At  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  program  on  April  20  the  picture,  The  Land  of  the  Monkey 
Bread  Tree,  was  given.  When  Sister  Teach,  our  pastor's  wife, 
was  in  the  hospital  for  an  appendectomy,  ten  of  the  church  worn- 
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en  cleaned  her  house.  The  ladies'  aid  cooked  and  served  dinner 
at  the  church  basement  for  the  workers.  On  April  27,  when 
there  iwas  a  general  exchange  of  pastors,  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman 
gave  a  message  here.  On  May  4  delegates  from  our  district 
conference  at  New  Carlisle  gave  their  reports.  Three  new  mem- 
bers have  been  received  by  letter  and  two  letters  have  been 
granted. — Mrs.  Russell  Miller,  Brookville,  Ohio,  May  10. 

Chippewa. — Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  May  4 
with  Bro.  T.  S.  Moherman  presiding  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  P. 
Early,  assisting.  Bro.  Early  will  continue  his  services  in  our 
church  for  another  year.  At  Easter  time  a  program  was  given, 
followed  by  a  play,  Resurrection.  The  ladies  of  the  church  held 
a  bake  sale  at  Wooster  on  Saturday  before  Easter,  which  netted 
$78  for  the  church.  The  organized  classes  of  the  Sunday  school 
have  been  having  interesting  class  meetings.  Our  church  has 
been  contributing  toward  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program. 
Sunday  evening  services  have  been  arranged  for  every  two 
weeks  during  the  summer  with  the  following  schedule:  June  1, 
pictures,  Life  of  Christ  in  Masterpieces  of  Art;  June  15,  children's 
day  program;  June  29,  musical  program  by  the  Braid  family; 
July  6,  Baltic  men's  chorus;  July  13-17,  Bro.  Walter  Kahle;  July 
27,  pictures,  Pageant  of  the  Sowers. — Mrs.  E.  A.  Garber,  Wooster, 
Ohio,  May  9. 

Salem. — During  the  winter  months  and  thus  far  this  spring 
attendance  has  been  good  considering  the  large  amount  of  sick- 
ness in  our  community.  The  revival  meetings  conducted  by  Eld. 
C.  C.  Sollenberger  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  began  March  16  and 
closed  March  30.  Everyone  has  been  spiritually  benefited  by  the 
splendid  messages.  On  April  1  fifteen  were  baptized,  ten  chil- 
dren and  five  adults.  Easter  sunrise  services  were  conducted 
by  the  young  people.  On  the  same  morning  following  Sunday 
school  they  gave  an  appropriate  program  entitled  The  Cross.  On 
Sunday  evening,  April  20,  our  Home  Builders'  class  rendered  a 
fine  program  on  the  home.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  com- 
munion services  to  be  held  June  1. — Mrs.  Louise  Swartz,  Verona, 
Ohio,  May  13. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — Our  ladies'  aid  has  sent  a  comforter  and  seventy- 
three  pounds  of  clothing,  a  second  shipment,  to  China  relief;  a 
local  family  was  given  sheets  and  pillow  slips.  Bro.  C.  N. 
Stutsman  and  wife  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  in 
the  Ashland  church.  On  Easter  Sunday  there  was  a  large  at- 
tendance to  hear  the  program  given  by  the  children,  and  the 
sermon  given  by  our  pastor.  An  Easter  cantata,  The  Prince  of 
Life,  by  the  Ashland  choir  was  given  April  27  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Sister  Marie  Pence.  On  April  20  we  honored  the  aged 
over  seventy  years  with  an  appropriate  sermon  and  songs  fol- 
lowed by  a  potluck  dinner.  It  was  also  the  occasion  of  the  Hox- 
ie's  fifty-seventh  wedding  anniversary.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
May  4  with  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman  officiating.  Several  members  at- 
tended from  the  Ashland  and  Medford  churches. — Teckla  Olsen, 
Grants  Pass,  Oregon,  May  5. 

Newberg. — On  home-coming  day,  April  20,  members  from  Al- 
bany, Salem,  Mabel  and  Portland  were  with  us.  Bro.  Ralph  R. 
Hatton  of  Portland  delivered  the  morning  sermon,  which  was 
followed  by  a  basket  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  several  interesting 
talks  were  given  by  Brethren  H.  H.  Ritter  of  Mabel,  J.  S.  Culp  of 
Corvallis,  J.  D.  Miller  of  Albany  and  E.  M.  Hubbard  of  Newberg. 
There  were  special  musical  numbers  by  the  young  people.  Bro. 
Hatton  comes  to  us  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  each  month; 
Sunday  school  at  2:30  and  sermon  at  3:30. — Gussie  V.  McPheron, 
Newberg,  Oregon,  May  10. 

Pennsylvania 

Beachdale. — The  date  for  our  love  feast  is  June  8.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Kinsey  will  be  our  evangelist  for  one  week,  assisted  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  a  splen- 
did talk  on  missions  to  a  large  representation  from  all  denomina- 
tions. We  are  planning  for  a  vacation  Bible  school  and  a  young 
people's  program.  Every  two  weeks  we  will  have  fellowship 
night  for  everybody;  it  includes  singing  and  Bible  study.  On 
the  evening  of  Mother's  Day  we  had  visitors  from  Juniata  Col- 
lege at  our  church. — Mrs.  Homer  Brant,  Garrett,  Pa.,  May  13. 

Huntingdon. — Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  who  recently  returned  to 
America  after  thirty  years  of  service  in  India,  brought  a  stirring 
message  in  our  morning  worship  service  on  Palm  Sunday.  In 
the  evening  our  church  choir  joined  with  the  other  choirs  of 
the  town  in  presenting  the  beautiful  oratorio,  The  Crucifixion, 
by  John  Stainer.  At  seven  o'clock  on  Easter  morning  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler,  administered  the  rite  of  bap- 
tism to  fifteen  persons.  The  evening  service  was  one  of  story 
and  song,  Love  Triumphant,  presented  by  the  church  choir  and 
Mrs.  Robert  Wear,  reader.  Juniata  Day  was  observed  in  our 
morning  service  on  April  20  with  Bro.  Glen  Norris,  pastor  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  Street  church  in  Altoona,  as  guest  speaker. 
The  evening  service,  in  observance  of  intermediate  Sunday,  was 
entirely  in  charge  of  the  intermediate  group.  The  beautiful 
post-Easter  play,  Children  of  Galilee,  was  presented  by  sixteen 
members  of  the  group.  The  offering  became  part  of  the  inter- 
mediate missionary  fund,  which  is  used  for  the  support  of  Mrs. 
William  Kinzie,  missionary  in  India.  In  the  absence  of  our 
pastor  on  April  27,  two  student  ministers  at  Juniata  College, 
Alfred  Replogle  and  Earl  Snader,  preached  at  the  morning  and 


evening  services  respectively.  The  spring  communion  service 
was  held  on  May  4,  with  Prof.  O.  R.  Myers  officiating.  On  May  5 
and  6  the  regional  ministers'  fellowship  conference,  sponsored 
by  the  college,  met  in  our  church  with  a  large  number  of  minis- 
ters and  their  wives  in  attendance.  The  main  speakers  were  Bro. 
M.  Clyde  Horst.  pastor  of  the  Elizabethtown  church,  and  Bro. 
Otho  Winger,  president  of  Manchester  College.  One  hundred 
thirty  attended  the  annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet  held 
in  the  social  room  of  the  church  on  May  8.  The  meal  was  served 
by  the  men  and  boys.  Miss  Ruth  Prentice,  a  graduate  of  Juniata 
College  in  the  class  of  1929,  who  is  home  on  her  first  furlough 
after  eight  and  one-half  years  of  missionary  service  in  China 
under  the  direction  of  the  China  Inland  Mission,  spoke  of  native 
life  and  mission  work.  The  principal  address  of  the  evening 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Ernest  Brumbaugh  of  Williamsburg,  who  is 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  women's  work  organization  of  the 
Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania.  On  May  13  the  young  people 
sponsored  a  fellowship  supper  in  honor  of  the  twenty-one  mem- 
bers of  the  group  who  will  be  graduated  from  high  school  and 
college  in  June.  All-church  night,  a  service  to  welcome  new 
members  and  to  foster  church  fellowship,  will  be  observed  on 
May  16.  At  our  church  business  meeting  in  April  Bro.  George 
Detweiler  and  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  were  chosen  to  represent  our  con- 
gregation at  Annual  Conference.  Five  more  persons  were  re- 
ceived into  the  membership  of  the  church  since  Easter. — Mrs. 
J.  Harold  Engle,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  May  14. 

Big  Swatara. — The  church  met  in  council  March  8.  It  was 
decided  to  send  the  Gospel  Messenger  to  every  home  where  one 
or  more  of  our  members  reside  and  to  conduct  a  Bible  school 
each  evening  from  July  21  to  Aug.  1,  with  H.  J.  Frysinger  in 
charge.  Brethren  Homer  Diehl,  Samuel  Wagner  and  J.  N. 
Wright  were  elected  and  served  as  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
Bro.  Norman  Patrick  will  represent  the  church  at  Annual  Con- 
ference. Bro.  Ralph  Fry  of  Elizabethtown  brought  the  message 
at  the  services  on  Good  Friday.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  charge  of 
the  Easter  service;  A.  C.  Baugher  was  the  guest  speaker.  On 
April  20  a  regional  peace  institute  was  held  at  the  Hanoverdale 
church.  The  intermediate  class  of  girls  of  the  Hanoverdale 
Sunday  school  presented  an  excellent  program  on  Mother's  Day. 
We  met  for  love  feast  on  May  17  and  18.  Brethren  M.  C.  Valen- 
tine of  the  Antietam  church,  I.  W.  Heisey  of  Fredericksburg, 
Hiram  Gingrich  of  Annville,  Ollie  Hevener  of  White  Oak  and 
Milton  Hess  of  Mountville  were  with  us.  H.  J.  Frysinger  was 
appointed  the  local  Brethren  Service  secretary.  Monthly  offer- 
ings in  the  church  and  Sunday  school  for  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  and  relief  indicate  a  keen  interest  in  the  work.  A 
series  of  discussion  groups  on  the  position  of  the  conscientious 
objector  is  arranged  for,  the  first  one  to  be  held  May  22. — Irene 
K.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  19. 

Lebanon. — The  quarterly  council  was  held  on  April  1.  Two 
letters  of  membership  were  granted.  Brethren  E.  E.  Meyer  and 
David  Stauffer  will  represent  our  church  at  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence at  La  Verne,  Calif.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  were 
Brother  and  Sister  Nathan  Martin.  On  March  23  Bro.  J.  I. 
Baugher  of  Hershey,  a  regional  member  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  discussed  the  peace  program  of  our  church.  In  the 
evening  of  March  2  Dr.  Northcote  Deck,  a  representative  of  the 
interdenominational  Bible  conference,  spoke  to  a  large  audience 
on  The  Second  Sight  of  Faith.  The  pastor,  Bro.  Carl  Zeigler, 
gave  a  series  of  pre'-Easter  presentations  at  the  midweek  prayer 
meetings.  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  of  the  Ephrata  church  and  Bro. 
Nevin  Zuck  of  the  Ambler  church  were  the  speakers  for  the 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  on 
March  16.  In  the  evening  the  a  cappella  choir  of  Elizabethtown 
College  gave  a  concert.  The  mothers  and  daughters  sponsored  a 
church  birthday  social  on  March  25.  The  offering  was  $55.  Bro. 
H.    H.   Nye,   professor   of   history   at   Juniata   College,   was   the 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL    CONFERENCE 

La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana— Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
Indiana 

June   7,   7   pm,   Michigan    City. 
June   8,    Pleasant   Hill. 
June  11,  8  pm,  Wakarusa. 
June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Maryland 

June  7,  4  pm,  Long  Green  Val- 
ley. 

June  14,  Corner  church,  Lick- 
ing Creek. 


Michigan 

June  7,  10  am,  New  Haven. 
June  22,  10:30  am.  Crystal. 

Minnesota 

June   8,   Worthington. 
June  14,  Guthrie. 

Ohio 

June  7,  8  pm,  Defiance. 
June   8,   Pleasant   Center. 
June   8,   7:45   pm,   West   Alex- 
andria. 

Pennsylvania 

June  7,  2:30  pm,  Mingo. 
June  8,  7  pm,  Beachdale. 
June  15,  6:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek, 

Bethel  house. 
June  15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 

West  Virginia 
June    15,    Mountain    Grove. 
Aug.    3,    Salem. 
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speaker  at  the  celebration  of  the  first  anniversary  of  our  new 
church.  During  Passion  Week  our  pastor  exchanged  pulpits  with 
Bro.  Frank  Carper  of  Palmyra  and  Bro.  Herbert  Miller  of  Her- 
shey.  Our  love  feast  was  observed  April  13.  Bro.  Zeigler  offici- 
ated, assisted  by  the  home  ministers.  Bro.  George  Detweiler  of 
the  Huntingdon  church  was  the  evangelist  for  the  revival  which 
closed  April  27.  As  a  result  of  his  inspiring  and  helpful  mes- 
sages twelve  stood  for  Christ.  The  women  recently  shipped  351 
articles  of  clothing  to  the  American  Friends  Service  Commission. 
Men's  work  sponsored  a  public  meeting  on  May  13  at  which  Mr. 
Keller,  who  painted  the  Ascension  picture  in  our  church,  pre- 
sented an  illustrated  talk,  Fruits  of  the  Flesh  and  Fruits  of  the 
Spirit.  The  successful  Easter  program  was  sponsored  by  the 
Sunday  school.  The  mothers  and  daughters  sponsored  the 
Mother's  Day  program,  music  by  the  ladies'  quartet  of  Messiah 
Bible  College  of  Grantham.  Each  mother  was  presented  with  a 
corsage. — Mrs.   P.    G.    Edris,   Lebanon,   Pa.,    May   20. 

Locust  Grove. — At  the  council  on  April  24  reports  of  the 
church  officers  and  committees  were  given.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  May  4.  The  Easter  program  was  in  charge  of  the  young 
people.  On  May  1  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  us  a  fine  talk  about 
conditions  in  India  and  her  work  in  the  mission  there.  Bro.  Lin- 
ford  Rotenberger  of  Quakertown  will  hold  an  evangelistic  meet- 
ing from  June  15  to  29. — Mrs.  W.  G.  Wilson,  Johnstown,  Pa., 
May   19. 

Mailland. — Holy  week  services  were  held  with  the  pastor,  Bro. 
Alvin  Cox,  in  charge.  The  attendance  was  good.  On  May  4 
Florence  Crumpacker  was  with  us  and  spoke  about  the  mission 
work  in  China.  On  May  11  Mother's  Day  was  fittingly  observed; 
the  young  ladies'  missionary  Bible  class  presented  a  fine  program 
in  the  morning  worship  service.  Our  communion  services  will 
be  held  on  May  25.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  have  been  living 
in  the  new  parsonage  for  several  months. — Mary  Cox,  Lewis- 
town,  Pa.,  May  15. 

Manor. — We  met  in  council  on  April  5  at  the  Purchase  Line 
house  with  Eld.  Charles  W.  Blough  of  the  Westmont  church 
presiding.  It  was  voted  to  adopt  the  plan  recommended  by  the 
committee  on  indebtedness  of  the  old  folks'  home.  The  report  of 
the  work  for  relief  and  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  denotes 
good  progress.  By  the  voice  of  the  church  it  was  favorably  rec- 
ommended that  our  pastor,  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  be  ordained 
as  elder,  and  that  Bro.  Paul  Lemmon,  who  was  licensed  to  preach 
a  year  ago,  be  advanced  to  the  full  ministry.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlos- 
ser  of  Elizabethtown  College  held  an  interesting  and  instructive 
three-day  Bible  institute.  Our  love  feast,  a  very  spiritual  meet- 
ing, was  held  on  May  4  with  Eld.  Charles  W.  Blough  officiating. 
Our  church  and  Sunday  school  have  been  going  forward  in  the 
Master's  work.  Some  of  our  older  members  have  been  called 
home.  We  have  an  active  young  people's  department  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  Meade  McCoy. — Lois  Fyock,  Indiana,  Pa., 
May  7. 

Mariinsburg. — The  cottage  prayer  meetings  and  union  wor- 
ship services,  held  each  Wednesday  evening  from  Feb.  5  until 
Easter,  were  well  attended.  Ten  took  work  in  the  recent  leader- 
ship training  school  conducted  at  Roaring  Springs.  A  World 
Day  of  Prayer  meeting  was  held  in  our  church  on  Feb.  28.  The 
speakers  for  our  February  and  March  missionary  meetings  were 
Prof.  John  H.  Hess  and  Bro.  Emmert  Frederick.  We  recently 
presented  our  missionary.  Dr.  Daryl  M.  Parker,  with  a  stere- 
opticon  lantern.  He  is  at  present  taking  a  year's  work  in  sur- 
gery, after  which  he  hopes  the  way  may  be  open  for  them  to  re- 
turn to  China.  On  March  2  we  dedicated  our  electric  organ  at 
a  homecoming  service.  The  speakers  were  Bro.  Walter  S.  Long 
of  Altoona  and  Bro.  George  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon.  After  a 
free  fellowship  lunch  Prof.  Walter  H.  Kelly  of  Altoona  favored 
us  with  an  organ  recital.  On  March  23  the  student  volunteers 
of  Juniata  College  had  charge  of  the  services  in  the  morning 
and  the  Boy  Scouts  were  our  guests  in  the  evening.  Fifteen 
men  from  our  church  attended  the  district  meeting  at  Stoners- 
town  on  March  28.  At  the  quarterly  council  on  April  4  delegates 
were  elected  to  district  and  annual  meetings.  Union  Good  Fri- 
day services  were  held  in  the  Reformed  church.  The  cantata, 
Now  Is  Christ  Risen,  was  presented  by  our  choir  on  the  evening 
of  April  13.  On  April  20,  educational  day,  Prof.  O.  R.  Myers 
of  Juniata  College  brought  us  a  fine  address.  The  women's  mis- 
sion study  class  of  our  church  had  charge  of  the  missionary 
meeting  on  April  27.  Meetings  preparatory  to  the  love  feast 
started  on  April  30  and  closed  with  the  communion  on  May  4. 
The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  held  on  May  9  was  well  at- 
tended and  enjoyed  by  all;  Mrs.  Wilfred  Staufer  was  the  guest 
speaker.  At  the  service  on  Mother's  Day  there  will  be  special 
music  and  a  consecration  service  for  the  babies. — Mrs.  Ray  Har- 
ris, Martinsburg,  Pa.,  May  10. 

Montgomery. — We  met  in  council  on  May  17.  The  reports  of 
the  various  committees  were  encouraging  evidence  of  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  kingdom.  The  church  voted  to  call  our  former 
pastor,  Ivan  Fetterman,  for  the  ensuing  year.  We  have  planned 
to  hold  revival  meetings,  beginning  July  6.  The  love  feast  will 
be  held  a  week  after  the  close  of  the  meetings. — Mrs.  Annie 
Walker,  Rochester  Mills,  Pa.,  May  19. 

New  Enterprise. — Further  plans  for  the  celebration  of  the  sev- 
enty-fifth anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Sunday  school 
were  made  at  the  quarterly  business  meeting  in  March.  These 
plans  were  realized  on  April  26  and  27,  when  Bro.  Rufus  Bow- 


man, president  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  was  with  us  in  a 
Christian  education  institute.  How  to  Help  Christian  Young 
People  in  a  World  of  Tragedy  was  his  subject  for  Saturday  eve- 
ning. His  message  on  Sunday  morning  was  directed  more  espe- 
cially to  the  children.  In  the  afternoon  his  talk,  Use  of  the  Bible 
in  the  Home,  emphasized  the  need  for  more  Bible  reading  and 
the  restoration  of  the  family  altar.  His  Sunday  evening  subject 
was  Improving  the  Christian  Educational  Program  of  the  Church. 
These  messages  were  rich  in  thought  and  spirit  and  helpful  to 
all.  On  March  16  the  Juniata  College  volunteers  gave  the  morn- 
ing program.  In  the  evening  of  April  16  the  Forensic  Choir  un- 
der the  direction  of  Bro.  Berger  Baker  rendered  the  cantata, 
Seven  Last  Words.  The  play.  Blessed  Are  They,  was  given  on 
Easter  morning  under  the  direction ,  of  Sister  Sue  Replogle.  In 
the  evening  Bro.  Staufer  presented  an  illustrated  sermon,  The 
Triumphant  Lord.  Brethren  Wilfred  Staufer  and  D.  P.  Hoover 
and  Sisters  Sara  Replogle  and  D.  P.  Hoover  were  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  At  the  services  held  prior  to  the  love  feast 
Brethren  C.  O.  Beery  of  Cherry  Lane  and  A.  Wayne  Carr  of 
Juniata  Park  and  our  pastor  were  the  speakers.  Thirteen  were 
baptized  on  May  4.  The  love  feast  was  held  that  evening  with 
a  large  attendance. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enterprise,  Pa., 
May  17. 

Oakdale. — On  May  2  men's  work  held  a  rally  to  dedicate  the 
new  electric  lights  and  to  acknowledge  the  gift  of  light  fixtures 
for  the  church  and  parsonage  from  C.  E.  Andrews,  Jr.,  of  New 
Bethlehem,  Pa.  An  interesting  address  was  given  by  J.  Frank 
Graff,  judge  of  the  Armstrong  County  court.  Special  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Calvary  male  chorus  of  Distant,  Pa.,  and  the 
male  quartet  from  the  Plum  Creek  church.  The  Sunday-school 
attendance  has  been  increasing.  With  the  aid  of  men's  work 
the  Messenger  was  placed  in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes. 
We  have  been  without  a  pastor  since  last  August. — Virginia 
Hetrick,  New  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  May  21. 

Spring  Grove. — In  the  evening  of  May  4  the  young  people  of 
the  Conestoga  church  gave  a  fine  program  on  Stewardship.  A 
sermonette  by  Bro.  Paul  Wenger  followed  the  program.  The 
visiting  ministers  at  our  love  feast  on  May  11  were  Bro.  Jacob 
Trimmer,  who  preached  the  morning  sermon  and  the  examina- 
tion sermon  in  the  afternoon,  and  Bro.  Harry  Eshelman  of 
Rheems,  who  gave  an  impressive  message  in  the  afternoon.  Plans 
are  made  for  an  all-day  meeting  at  the  Kemper  house  on  June  22. 
Some  of  the  speakers  expected  are  Brethren  J.  A.  Buffenmyer 
of  Bunkertown  and  Hiram  Kaylor  of  the  Green  Tree  church. 
An  invitation  is  extended  to  all.  Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland 
will  hold  our  revival  meetings,  beginning  Sept.  28. — Noah  Martin, 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  May  20. 

Williamsburg. — Since  our  last  report  Bro.  Frank  Nash  and 
Bro.  Charles  Flaig,  Jr.,  were  installed  in  the  deacon's  office  by 
our  elder,  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye.  Delegates  to  the  district  conference 
of  Middle  Pennsylvania  held  at  Clover  Creek  were  Sister  Sarah 
Shelly  and  Bro.  Elmer  Q.  Gleim.  During  Holy  Week  services 
were  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings  in  charge  of 
the  pastor.  Special  music  was  prepared  for  each  evening.  On 
the  evening  of  April  11  the  Forensic  choir,  directed  by  Berger 
Baker  of  New  Enterprise,  rendered  a  sacred  cantata  entitled  The 
Seven  Last  Words.  At  the  Easter  sunrise  service  in  charge  of 
our  young  people,  a  pageant  entitled  The  Victorious  Redeemer 
was  given.  On  Easter  evening  more  than  one  hundred  attended 
the  communion  service  in  charge  of  Bro.  Nye.  A  special  course 
in  guidance  for  the  youth  for  indoctrination  started  on  May  5  and 
will  continue  weekly  until  our  fall  evangelistic  meeting.  The 
leader  of  this  course  is  our  pastor.  Plans  are  being  made  for 
a  community  Bible  school  to  be  held  in  June.  The  Williamsburg 
ministerium  elected  Bro.  Gleim  as  dean  of  the  school.  Our  an- 
nual mother  and  daughter  banquet  will  be  held  on  May  15.  Spe- 
cial recent  services  included  the  J.  Roseborn  Johnson  Negro 
quartet  from  Altoona  and  Hollidaysburg.  On  March  30  the 
Juniata  College  student  volunteers,  consisting  of  four  young 
people,  brought  helpful  messages  on  our  mission  work  on  foreign 
fields.  The  offering  they  received  is  credited  to  the  support  of 
Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp.  We  are  happy  to  have  with  us  again 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp,  who  have  returned  from 
Africa  for  a  year's  furlough.  Their  children,  Philip  and  Naomi, 
who  have  been  with  us  for  four  years,  anxiously  waited  their 
return  to  America.  Our  heartfelt  sympathy  goes  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Kulp  and  family  in  the  loss  of  Bro.  Kulp's  mother,  who 
passed  away  a  few  weeks  after  her  son's  arrival  in  America. — 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sollenberger,  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  May  13. 

York. — On  March  9  the  Elizabethtown  a  cappella  choir  pre- 
sented a  sacred  concert  in  the  First  church.  A  Sunday-school 
teachers'  institute  was  held  March  14,  at  which  time  Dr.  Joseph 
B.  Baker  of  St.  Matthews  Lutheran  church  spoke  on  mediums 
to  promote  a  more  efficient  Sunday  school.  Our  services  during 
Holy  Week  were  conducted  by  Pastor  Edward  K.  Ziegler  and 
Eld.  Joseph  J.  Bowser,  at  both  the  First  and  Second  churches. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored  a  sunrise  service  on  a  hill  near  York 
with  Bro.  Jesse  O.  Jenkins  as  speaker.  Special  Easter  services 
were  held  at  both  churches  during  the  morning  worship  hour, 
and  in  the  evening  in  the  First  church  the  local  chorus,  under 
the  direction  of  Bro.  Stanley  S.  Dotterer,  presented  the  cantata. 
The  Risen  King,  and  two  anthems.  This  program  was  repeated 
in  the  Second  church  one  week  later.  The  chorus,  which  is  a 
permanent  organization,   is  devoting  some  time  to  studying  as 
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well  as  singing  sacred  and  secular  music.  A  midsummer  con- 
cert is  being  planned  by  the  chorus.  Brethren  Marshall  Wolfe, 
Perry » Huff aker  and  Edward  K.  Ziegler  were  leaders  in  group 
seminars  at  a  week-end  conference  sponsored  by  our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
The  groups  which  meet  every  Sunday  evening  one  hour  prior  to 
the  preaching  service  are  studying  some  phase  of  Christian 
home  building.  On  April  3  the  men's  work  organization  spon- 
sored a  public  meeting  with  William  S.  Livengood,  Secretary 
of  Internal  Affairs,  as  speaker;  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  a  cappella  men's 
chorus  of  our  city  sang  several  selections.  As  a  result  of  the 
young  people's  study  of  the  migrants  there  is  a  weekly  meeting 
for  everyone  to  help  in  some  way — knit,  sew  or  repair  and  re- 
model worn-out  toys.  On  April  17  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  migrant 
worker  social  at  the  country  home  of  Dr.  E.  J.  Bowser.  Dur- 
ing the  evening  a  one-act  play  entitled  Tractored  Out,  and  a 
movie,  The  Windlings  of  the  West,  were  given  to  acquaint  us 
with  the  living  conditions  of  the  migrants.  At  our  council 
meeting  on  April  18  the  five  new  deacons  and  their  wives  were 
installed.  At  the  same  business  meeting  Sister  Ruby  Landis  was 
appointed  local  secretary  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 
Our  pastor  will  represent  us  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  in  June. 
Our  pastor  conducted  our  evangelistic  services  beginning  April 
21  and  closing  May  4  with  the  love  feast.  Eight  persons  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  unite  with  the  church,  seven  of  whom  were 
baptized  on  May  4.  One  was  also  reinstated.  Bro.  Nathan  Mar- 
tin from  Lebanon  officiated  at  our  love  feast;  the  approximate 
attendance  was  500.  A  Mother's  Day  service  for  the  inmates  of 
the  York  County  prison  was  held  May  8.  There  will  be  a  dedi- 
cation service  for  little  children  on  Mother's  Day.  Among  the 
babies  will  be  Donald  Mark,  six-weeks-old  son  of  our  pastor. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  which 
will  start  June  30  and  continue  for  two  weeks.  Sister  Margaret 
Leas  will  supervise  the  school  this  year.  There  was  one  letter 
granted  since  our  last  report. — Mildred  Meals,  York,  Pa.,  May  9. 

Virginia 

Waynesboro. — At  the  quarterly  council  held  on  March  31  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  make  investigation  about  building 
a  new  parsonage.  The  choir  gave  a  beautiful  cantata  on  Easter 
morning;  the  various  Sunday-school  departments  a  program  on 
Easter  evening.  Both  were  well  attended.  The  district  meeting 
of  the  Second  District  of  Virginia  was  held  here  April  23-25. 
It  was  a  spiritual  and  well-attended  meeting.  The  guest  speakers 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Waynesboro.  Pa. 
Sister  Ziegler's  address  on  Wednesday  evening  was  Her  Three 
Loves,  and  the  theme  of  Bro.  Ziegler's  address  was  Fit  to  Live. 


The  Mission  of  the  Church,  The  Church  and  Her  Children  and 
The  Church  of  Tomorrow  were  other  inspirational  addresses 
given  by  Bro.  Ziegler.  Plans  are  being  made  for  vacation  Bible 
school  and  for  a  revival. — Mrs.  D.  B.  Garber,  Waynesboro,  Va., 
May  5. 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes   the   following   New   Testament   rites:     Baptism   of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;   Acts  2:38);  feet  washing    (John  13:1-20;   1   Tim.  5 
10);  love  feast   (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12) 
communion    (Matt.  26:26-30);   the  Christian  salutation    (Rom.  16 
16;   Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship    (1   Cor.  11:2-16) 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord   (James  5:13- 
18;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as   such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and  aged    (Acts   6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18);  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 


Books  on  Biographical  Brethren  History 


BUILDERS    OF    THE    CHURCH    OF    THE 
BRETHREN    60c 

John  S.  Flory 

Brief  biographies  of  men  who  played  a  leading  part  in 
founding  and  carrying  on  our  church.  History  being  the 
biography  of  leading  men  and  women,  we  have  here  a 
very  real  history  of  our  church. 

THE  BOY  AND   THE  MAN 35c 

J.  H.  Moore 

Though  handicapped  with  defective  hearing,  an  imped- 
iment in  his  speech  and  with  very  little  schooling  the  au- 
thor became  a  leader  in  the  church  and  the  editor  of  the 
church  paper  for  about  a  third  of  a  century.  His  own  story 
reads  well  and  will  be  an  inspiration  to  all  who  read  it. 

SOME   WHO   LED  25c 

D.  L.  Miller  and  Galen  B.  Royer 

Contains  brief  sketches  of  the  lives  of  more  than  fifty 
brethren  who  were  church  leaders  in  the  past.  In  addi- 
tion there  are  reproductions  of  many  rare  photographs. 


CHRISTOPHER   SOWER   AND    SON 75c 

H.  A.  Brandt 

An  interesting  story  of  the  two  Christopher  Sowers,  who 
printed  the  first  Bible  in  a  European  language  1743,  the 
first  Bible  printed  with  paper  made  in  America  1763,  and 
the  first  Bible  printed  from  type  made  in  America  1776 — 
Godly  men  who  stood  for  principle  above  safety. 

MEET   HENRY  KURTZ $1.00 

H.  A.  Brandt 

An  interesting  life  story  of  the  man  who  started  our  first 
church  paper  which  has  resulted  in  our  present  Gospel 
Messenger  and  the  Publishing  House.  An  active  elder  and 
writing  clerk  of  Annual  Meeting. 

SOME   BRETHREN   PATHFINDERS  .......35c 

J.  H.  Moore 

Biographies  of  some  of  the  men  who  helped  to  make  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  author  knew  personally  most 
of  these  men  and  tells  his  stories  so  that  facts  read  like 
romance. 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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A  New  History  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 

torg  of  (§m  OUjurrlj 

J.  E.  MILLER 

History  books  are  usually  written  as  study  texts  but  here  is  one  that  is  so  readable  that 
each  chapter  is  a  beckoning  hand  leading  you  further  through  the  book. 

Dry  facts  are  made  to  live  because  they  gather  around  persons,  places  and  events.  One 
forgets  that  he  is  reading  history. 

THE  AUTHOR 

To  the  older  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  the  author  needs  no  introduction,  having 
been  for  a  number  of  years  book  editor,  efficient  secretary  of  our  Annual  Meeting,  editor  of 
Sunday-school  publications,  world  traveler,  college  president  and  public  school  teacher.  A 
native  of  Illinois,  he  has  been  closely  associated  with  church  leaders  for  more  than  a  half 
century. 

THE  BOOK 

contains  183  pages,  divided  into  the  following  chapters: 

Preface 
Introduction 

1.  Beginnings 

2.  Leaving  Europe 

3.  Mack  Comes  to  America 

4.  Activities  Before  Eighteen  Hundred 

5.  Southward 

6.  Westward  in  Pennsylvania 

7.  North  of  the  Ohio 

8.  Beyond  the  Mississippi 

9.  Annual  Meeting 

10.  District  Meeting 

1 1 .  The  Press 

12.  Brethren  Schools 

13.  To  Other  Lands 

14.  Our  Heritage 

The  style  of  the  book  is  characteristic  of  the  author's  interesting  narrative  manner. 
While  written  especially  for  young  people,  every  member  of  the  church  will  enjoy  this  new 
book. 

The  binding  is  cloth  and  price  is  $1.25,  postpaid.     Order  today. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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BRYCE  CANYON,  UTAH 

On  the  trip  to  or  from  the  La  Verne  Confer- 
ence some  of  our  people  will  visit  Bryce 
Canyon.  Here  they  will  find  fantastically 
eroded  pinnacles  revealing  the  best  known 
exhibit  of  the  vivid  coloring  of  earth's  mate- 
rials. 


Photo  by  E.  G.   Hoff. 
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Around  the  World . . . 


American  colleges  are  more  and 
more  interesting  themselves  in  the 
betterment  of  their  local  commun- 
ities. 

Approximately  twenty-five  ships 
are  taking  supplies  from  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  to  British  ports  each 
month. 

The  City  Temple,  most  famous 
non-conformist  church  in  London, 
has  been  completely  razed  by  bombs. 
The  church  was  built  in  1874.  The 
present  minister  is  Leslie  Weather- 
head. 

Members  of  the  National  Peace 
Conference  have  addressed  a  letter 
to  President  Roosevelt  urging  that  a 
"responsible  governmental  agency" 
be  set  up  to  study  plans  for  "effec- 
tive international  co-operation  in  the 
post-war  world." 

A  national  anti-war  congress  will 
be  held  in  Washington  on  May  30  to 
support  a  resolution  now  before 
Congress  calling  for  an  advisory 
referendum  on  war.  The  resolution 
has  been  introduced  by  Senators 
Nye,  Wheeler,  Capper,  LaFollette, 
Clark  and  Shipstead. 

The  maldistribution  of  physicians 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  during 
the  last  thirty  years  the  concentra- 
tion of  medical  men  in  the  northern 
urban  states  decreased  only  three 
per  cent  while  in  the  South  the  re- 
duction was  21  per  cent.  In  some 
counties  the  ratio  of  physicians  to 
population  is  as  low  as  one  to  4,500. 

Liquor  legislation  has  been  mak- 
ing progress  in  Canada.  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  voted  recently  to  con- 
tinue prohibition.  Nova  Scotia  has 
reduced  the  hours  of  sale  of  govern- 
ment liquor  stores  and  has  closed 
some  entirely  on  Saturdays.  New 
Brunswick  has  ordered  liquor  stores 
closed  at  five  o'clock  from  Monday 
to  Friday  and  at  one  o'clock  on  Sat- 
urdays. 


The  Lutheran  Hour  broadcast, 
now  in  its  ninth  year,  is  heard  from 
more  than  200  stations  in  the  forty- 
eight  states  and  on  the  shores  of 
four  of  the  six  continents.  Its  spon- 
sors are  now  planning  to  establish 
contacts  in  Europe  and  Africa. 

Mennonites  in  North  America  are 
sending  $10,000  each  month  to  Po- 
land, unoccupied  France  and  Great 
Britain,  it  is  announced  by  Orie  O. 
Miller,  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee.  In 
addition  new  and  used  clothing  is 
being  sent  abroad  by  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Expert  leadership  from  the  ranks 
of  Christian  physicians,  psycholo- 
gists, psychiatrists,  mental  hygien- 
ists  and  ministers  is  getting  together 
this  summer  in  four  or  five  confer- 
ences across  the  country  to  consider 
such  subjects  as  How  Religion,  Psy- 
chology and  Medicine  Can  Co-oper- 
ate to  Serve  Personality,  Religion 
and  Personality  Integration,  Pastor- 
al Counseling,  and  others. 

To  co-ordinate  the  activities  of 
seven  major  China  relief  agencies, 
the  National  Committee  on  Churches 
and  Synagogues  for  United  China 
Relief  has  been  organized.  Dr. 
Luther  A.  Weigle,  president  of  the 
Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America,  and  Rabbi  Ed- 
ward L.  Israel,  president  of  the  Syn- 
agogue Council  of  America,  are  co- 
chairmen  of  the  committee. 

The  Cincinnati  group  of  the  Peace 
Heroes  Memorial  Society  held  its 
nineteenth  annual  service  of  remem- 
brance for  heroes  and  heroines  of 
peace  on  Memorial  Day.  After  a 
program,  flowers  were  placed  upon 
the  graves  of  the  men  and  women 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  discharge 
of  their  occupational  duties,  and  of 
a  woman  who  died  in  childbirth. 
Bishop  Paul  Jones,  president  of  the 
society,  presided. 


War  has  had  no  adverse  effect  on 
church  attendance  in  Canada,  and 
some  congregations  have  reported 
sizable  increases.  Giving  to  the 
church  is  maintaining  its  pre-war 
level  in  spite  of  the  heavy  demands 
made  upon  church  members  by  var- 
ious war  funds. 

Failing  to  register  under  terms  of 
the  Selective  Service  Act,  Paul  R. 
Ackermann,  former  minister  of 
Woodlawn  Methodist  Church,  Port- 
land, Oreg.,  and  Edwin  A.  Sanders, 
Quaker  instructor  of  English  at  Pa- 
cific College,  Newberg,  Oreg.,  are 
now  serving  sentences  of  one  year  at 
hard  labor  in  an  Oregon  road  camp. 

Pioneering  in  a  mild  form  of  so- 
cialized insurance,  Yale  University 
has  instituted  a  system  of  student 
group  medical  co-operatives  where- 
by new  students  may  be  insured 
against  medical  and  hospital  bills  up 
to  $500  a  year.  The  plan  will  be 
compulsory  next  year  and  will  in- 
volve an  expense  of  thirteen  dollars 
for  each  student. 

The  Rural  Resettlement  Project  of 
the  Farm  Security  Administration  at 
La  Forge,  Mo.,  is  a  successful,  grow- 
ing resettlement  project.  Construc- 
tive educational  forces  of  church  and 
school  and  agricultural  extension  are 
helping  the  white  and  colored  fam- 
ilies of  this  group  to  win  a  new  hope, 
heightened  morale  and  a  changed  at- 
titude toward  life. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Woods  is  an  Australian 
doctor  who  visits  his  patients  by 
airplane.  He  has  printed  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  on  leaflets  which 
he  drops  from  his  plane:  "Call  the 
doctor  on  your  wireless  as  early  as 
possible  so  that  he  may  fly  by  day- 
light. Light  a  smoky  fire  half  an 
hour  before  his  airplane  is  due  so 
that  he  will  know  where  your  land- 
ing field  is  and  the  strength  and  di- 
rection of  the  wind.  Flash  a  good- 
sized  mirror  in  the  direction  the  air- 
plane is  to  come." 

A  medical  cadet  corps  training 
camp  for  Seventh  Day  Adventists 
from  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas  and  New  Mexico  is  in  the 
process  of  construction  near  Okla- 
homa City.  The  camp  will  house 
2,000  persons  and  is  being  erected  by 
ministers  and  laymen  of  the  church. 
It  is  estimated  that  from  Aug.  18  to 
Sept.  7,  200  Adventist  youth  will 
complete  their  training  as  medical 
cadets.  The  forty-acre  site  will  also 
be  used  for  the  annual  encampment 
of  church  members. 
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The  Son  of  Man  Will  Find  Faith 

No  wonder  Jesus  wondered  whether  the  Son  of 
man  would  find  faith  on  the  earth  when  he  comes. 
If  he  had  been  listening  in  on  a  recent  Town  Meet- 
ing program  he  would  still  wonder.  One  discus- 
sionist  finished  his  speech  by  saying  that,  though 
it  is  bound  to  be  a  sad  world  in  any  case,  if  the 
democracies  win  the  war  there  will  be  some  hope 
for  the  future  while  if  the  dictator  wins  we  shall 
be  doomed  to  hopelessness. 

What  a  comment  on  the  faith  of  a  Christian 
minister  in  the  principles  which  he  professes  to 
proclaim!  In  the  crucial  test  he  dares  not  trust 
them.  He  prefers  to  stake  his  faith  on  the  doubt- 
ful chance  of  building  mightier  material  enginery 
than  the  other  side  can  do.  The  weapons  of  his 
warfare  are  carnal  and  they  are  mighty,  but  not 
through  God,  for  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds 
provided  they  are  mighty  enough.  If  not,  what 
then?  That  is  the  sure  road  of  hopelessness  and 
despair.    For  shame! 

When  the  Son  of  man  comes  will  he  find  faith 
on  the  earth?  Yes,  he  will,  thank  heaven,  for 
there  are  those  who  believe  that  his  way  of  fight- 
ing the  hosts  of  diabolism  is  the  one  sure  road  to 
victory.  e.  f. 

Two  Facets  of  a  Gem  of  Truth 

"Jesus  taught,  not  as  he  was  able  to  teach,  but  as 
his  hearers  were  able  to  hear." 

The  quotation  is  lifted  from  a  communication 
published  in  our  issue  of  April  12,  because  we 
fear  you  did  not  give  it  the  attention  which  it  de- 
serves. It  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate  the 
importance  of  the  truth  which  it  puts  so  pungent- 

iy. 

It  is  a  rebuke  to  the  temptation  to  place  thor- 
ough discussion  of  subjects  above  practical  help- 
fulness to  people.  Such  discussion  can  be  prac- 
tical and  useful — that's  the  only  good  excuse  for 
it — but  we  so  easily  forget.  The  fascination  of 
the^theme  leads  us  on  and  on,  tickling  our  pride — 


how  good  it  feels  to  know  so  much — and  blinding 
us  to  the  real  hunger  of  the  listener  or  reader, 
which  too  often  goes  unfed. 

Another  aspect  of  this  truth  invites  concern. 
Jesus  longed  to  say  much  that  he  did  not  say  be- 
cause his  hearers  could  not  bear  it.  He  left  that 
for  the  years  to  unfold  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Spirit  of  truth  (John  16:12,  13).  He  set  forth  a 
few  great  principles,  illustrating  them  by  concrete 
cases  from  the  life  of  his  own  time.  He  could  do 
no  more.  This  tells  us  that  whatever  love  de- 
mands of  life  in  our  day  is  implicit  in  his  teaching 
whether  he  ever  specifically  mentioned  it  or  not. 

The  truth  of  the  words  quoted  ought  to  burn  its 
way  into  the  depths  of  our  hearts.  It  will  if  we  let 
it.  E.  F. 

Third  Mission  Tour 

(The  following  is  a  selection  from  chapter  three  of  the  author's 
forthcoming  book,  The  Story  of  Our  Church.) 

Alexander  Mack  was  an  active  missionary  be- 
fore he  established  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
We  have  seen  him  as  he  went  from  place  to  place 
proclaiming  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament 
as  he  understood  them.  For  him  Matthew  28:19, 
20  taught  trine  immersion — and  missions.  He  so 
breathed  that  spirit  into  the  church  in  Europe 
that  the  first  converts  were  aggressively  mission- 
ary. After  those  who  first  came  to  Germantown 
were  settled  in  their  new  homes  they  too  became 
missionaries.  Yes,  the  first  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  America  was  a  missionary  church.  The 
mission  tours  of  1722  and  1723  grew  out  of  this 
mission  spirit  and  paged  the  way  for  the  third  and 
greater  tour  with  its  rich  fruitage  in  1724.  From 
its  proportions  we  know  that  not  a  little  prepara- 
tion was  made  for  it.  The  number  comprising  the 
party,  the  territory  covered,  the  messages  deliv- 
ered and  the  results  which  followed  show  a  great 
awakening. 

The  fall  of  1724  found  the  Brethren  of  German- 
town  all  astir.     Something  new  was  in  the  air. 
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Had  you  been  there  you  probably  would  have  seen 
something  like  this:  Neighbors  were  in  earnest 
conversation.  Groups  here  and  there  were  en- 
thusiastically exchanging  views.  What  was  it  all 
about?  The  church  was  about  to  send  out  a  group 
of  missionaries  to  hold  meetings  in  the  several 
places  where  Brethren  influence  was  making  it- 
self felt. 

The  seed  sown  on  the  other  two  mission  tours 
had  germinated  and  some  was  bearing  fruit  that 
was  about  ready  for  the  harvest.  The  time  for 
action  had  come.  Peter  Becker  was  the  leader 
and  had  the  support  of  others.  Perhaps  after  the 
morning  worship  some  Sunday  he  counseled  the 
congregation,  asking  them  to  decide  who  should 
go  and  when.  The  Brethren  have  never  been 
formal  in  their  services.  They  do  the  thing  needed 
and  when  needed.  They  respect  rules  and  prec- 
edents, but  are  not  afraid  to  establish  new  rules 
and  new  precedents.  At  the  first  baptism  they 
cast  lots  to  see  who  should  baptize  Alexander 
Mack.  The  vote  of  the  congregation,  not  of  the 
officials,  fixes  their  policy.  The  church  is  one 
great  democracy.  Voting  is  limited  neither  to  age 
nor  sex.  Whatever  the  process  used  at  this  par- 
ticular meeting,  we  know  the  final  outcome  from 
what  happened  on  October  23. 

What  the  congregation  has  decided  is  about  to 
be  carried  out  by  her  missionaries.  The  group  is 
gathering — some  to  go,  others  to  see  them  off.  Of 
those  going,  seven  are  afoot,  seven  on  horseback. 
They  plan  to  be  gone  two  weeks,  visiting  and  hold- 
ing meetings  in  German  settlements.  We  know 
not  their  exact  course,  but  we  do  have  sufficient 
records  to  trace  their  route  roughly.  Skippack, 
the  Skippack  Valley,  and  the  home  of  John  Jacob 
Price  are  mentioned  by  three  historians  as  their 
first  stopping  places.  There  being  fourteen  in 
their  number,  they  may  have  separated  into  sev- 
eral groups  so  as  to  reach  more  people.  Thus 
there  may  have  been  several  "first"  places.  Or,  in- 
terested parties  may  have  come  from  different  lo- 
calities to  some  central  place  where  a  meeting  was 
held,  and  the  places  from  which  they  came  may 
have  considered  their  localities  as  "first"  places. 
We  do  know  that  their  meetings  were  crowned 
with  "good  success,"  though  manj^  particulars  are 
wanting. 

They  set  their  faces  towards  the  north.  We 
next  see  them  in  the  home  of  "Brother  Albertus" 
at  Falckner's  Swamp.  How  we  would  like  to  sit 
in  and  hear  them  sing,  pray  and  preach  in  the 
German  tongue,  but  we  must  be  satisfied  with  the 
record  which  says  that  their  meetings  were  held 
with  "great  success."  Brotherhood,  union,  spir- 
ituality must  have  struck  a  high  note,  for  they 


closed  with  a  love  feast  in  the  evening.  Next  they 
stopped  at  Oley,  where  the  work  and  rich  experi- 
ence of  Falckner's  Swamp  were  duplicated. 

And  now  they  came  to  Coventry,  which  is  des- 
tined to  play  an  important  part  in  Brethren  his- 
tory, where  Martin  Urner  welcomes  them  into  his 
Christian  home.  This  is  the  Martin  Urner  whom 
Peter  Becker  baptized  first  at  the  first  Brethren 
baptism  in  America  on  Christmas  Day,  1723,  when 
six  were  immersed  in  the  Wissahickon  and  were 
received  into  church  fellowship. 

Martin  Urner  accepted  Christ  and  united  with 
the  church  not  only  for  salvation  and  fellowship, 
but  for  service.  Like  the  early  Christians  and 
like  the  first  Brethren  in  Europe  he  shared  his  new 
experience  with  neighbors  and  friends.  He  re- 
turned home  after  his  baptism  and  opened  his 
house  for  meetings  which  he  conducted.  Wher- 
ever he  found  opportunity  to  speak  a  word  for  his 
Master  he  labored  for  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
Nor  were  his  labors  without  results. 

When  the  mission  group  met  in  the  Urner  home 
for  preaching,  they  found  two  ready  for  baptism. 
The  meetings  were  followed  by  the  love  feast, 
that  service  instituted  by  our  Master  in  the  upper 
room,  a  service  that  has  had  such  a  great  part  in 
maintaining  the  spirit  of  equality  and  brother- 
hood in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  local 
group  was  organized  into  a  working  congregation 
and  became  the  second  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
America.  Martin  Urner  was  called  to  the  minis- 
try, and  the  second  Brethren  church  in  America 
began  its  ministry  of  service.  J.  E.  M. 

All  Rights  Reserved 

One  Thing  Preachers  Cannot  Know 

"We  must  throw  our  full  weight  now  into  the 
fight  for  freedom,  knowing  that  if  this  means  war, 
it  also  means  the  surest  and  swiftest  road  to 
peace." 

Ah,  if  they  only  could  know  that!  In  these  days 
of  hard  decisions  one  can  forgive  the  reverend 
gentlemen  who  signed  that  statement  for  think- 
ing that  war  is  the  surest  and  swiftest  road  to 
peace,  though  it  takes  some  grace  to  do  it!  But 
for  pretending  to  know  this,  one  cannot  forgive 
them.  That  is  an  inexcusable  and  unpardonable 
assumption. 

If  Jesus  Christ  was  right  in  his  interpretation  of 
"the  things  which  belong  unto  peace,"  there  is 
much  more  than  an  even  chance  that  these  men 
are  wrong  in  judging  war  to  be  the  best  way  to 
peace.  Humble  recognition  of  this  possibility 
would  have  been  highly  becoming  to  preachers  of 
his  gospel.  e.  F. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church 


1.   Some  Early  Experiences 


BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 


THE  OLD 
FLAT  ROCK 
CHURCH 


The  old  Flat  Rock  church  was  built  in  1841.  It  served  the  church  for  sixty-six  years,  when  its  walls 
began  to  crumble  in  places,  and  the  old  kitchen  was  in  a  bad  condition.  The  new  church  was  built  on  the 
same  old  rock.  No  better  foundation  could  be  found  than  the  Lord  had  furnished.  There  is  also  a  good 
parking  place  where  a  large  number  of  cars  can  be  parked  on  the  solid  rock.  Here  I  preached  my  first 
sermon. 


My  early  church  going  experience  comes  to  me 
quite  vividly.  Well  do  I  remember,  when,  as  a 
small  boy,  I  walked  nearly  two  miles  across  the 
fields  with  father  and  mother,  to  the  old  Flat 
Rock  church.  I  would  like  to  emphasize  that 
word  walked,  as  people  so  readily  excuse  them- 
selves from  attending  church  today  by  saying 
they  have  no  way  to  go — provided  an  automobile 
is  not  at  hand.  We  had  horses  then,  but  my  fa- 
ther, like  the  righteous  man,  regarded  the  life  of 
his  beasts  (Prov.  12:  10),  and  when  his  horses 
worked  hard  all  week,  he  would  say  on  Sunday 
morning:  "We'll  walk  to  church  today."  So  we 
walked — the  three  of  us.  Later  as  automobiles 
came  in  and  buggies  gradually  disappeared,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  neigh  of  the  horses  that  still 
brought  their  masters  to  church  had  a  sad  tone, 
and  they  seemed  to  be  lonesome,  because  there 
were  so  few  of  them  at  church.  Speaking  of 
walking  to  church,  I  recall  one  brother  who 
walked  nine  miles  to  night  preaching,  and  was 
fairly  regular  in  attendance.  I  also  remember  a 
poor  crippled  sister  who  walked  a  mile  and  a  half 
to  church  on  crutches,  unless  some  one  with  a 
carriage  happened  to  come  her  way  and  give  her 
a  ride.  Seldom  did  we  hear  people  say  they  had 
no  way  to  go  to  church. 


It  was  not  common  at  that  time  for  young  peo- 
ple in  our  section  to  belong  to  the  church,  and  we 
had  very  few  young  members  in  our  congregation. 
I  say  our  congregation  because  I  attended  the  dif- 
ferent services  of  the  church  so  regularly  that  I 
almost  felt  that  I  was  a  member,  and  it  took  some 
time  to  convince  me  that  I  had  to  take  some  pre- 
liminary steps  before  I  should  become  a  full- 
fledged  "Dunkard."  Our  church  and  people  were 
then  referred  to  as  "Dunkards,"  and  I  do  not  re- 
member hearing  outside  people  refer  to  us  at  that 
time  by  any  other  name.  I  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  nonmembers  speak  of  our  people, 
as  I  stood  outside  of  the  pales  of  the  church  until 
I  was  twenty-six  years  old. 

After  reaching  an  age  that  caused  me  to  think 
more  seriously  of  church  membership,  like  many 
others,  I  began  to  look  around  for  excuses.  The 
hypocrites  in  the  church,  of  course,  were  some 
hindrance,  but  I  soon  overcame  the  objections 
they  offered.  The  old  Brethren  preached  the  doc- 
trine of  the  church  so  thoroughly  that  I  was  soon 
satisfied  on  that  score.  I  early  learned  to  compare 
their  preaching  with  the  New  Testament,  and 
found  that  they  checked  up  all  right. 

One  of  the  things  that  caused  me  to  delay  unit- 
ing with  the  church  was  an  idea  that  a  few  young 
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friends  advanced,  although  they  were  really  favor- 
able to  the  church.  Some  of  us  had  been  to  col- 
lege, and  had  perhaps  a  little  more  education  than 
the  average  boys  and  girls  of  the  community.  One 
young  friend  spoke  our  feeling  when  he  said: 
"We  don't  want  to  be  too  much  in  a  hurry  about 
joining  the  church;  if  we  join  they  will  make 
preachers  of  us."  We  dreaded  that  at  that  time. 
Most  of  those  who  stood  aloof  on  this  account, 
however,  are  ministers  now,  and  see  the  folly  of 
the  excuse  they  made  at  that  time.  A  feeling  like 
this  was  prevalent  among  the  older  Brethren  of 
the  church.  I  remember  one  brother  of  some  age 
who  was  elected  to  the  deaconship.  He  refused  to 
serve,  as  he  felt  that  this  was  simply  a  step  toward 
the  ministry,  and  that  he  would  never  be  able  to 
preach.  It  was  quite  common  at  that  time  to  call 
the  ministry  from  the  deacons.  All  this  shows 
what  weak  excuses  the  devil  sometimes  puts  into 
our  heads. 

The  thing  that  drew  me  closer  to  the  church 
than  anything  else,  and  helped  me  to  make  a  de- 
cision, was  a  circumstance  that  took  me  away 
from  home,  and  from  the  good  Christian  people  I 
had  learned  to  love.  I  had  been  living  near  the 
church,  and  among  church  members  so  long  that 
I  felt  like  one  of  the  family,  and  was  not  worried 
about  my  condition — did  not  realize  that  I  was  a 
lost  sinner.  At  the  time  of  our  Annual  Meeting  at 
Ottawa,  Kans.,  in  1887,  I  was  holding  a  position 
with  a  wholesale  firm  in  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  as  a  ste- 
nographer. My  life  in  the  city  had  led  me  to  do  a 
good  deal  of  thinking  along  religious  lines,  and 
like  the  prodigal  I  finally  "came  to  myself."  My 
father  in  Virginia  decided  to  go  to  the  Annual 
Meeting  that  year.  As  it  would  not  be  a  long  trip 
from  Lincoln  to  Ottawa,  I  secured  permission 
from  my  firm  to  take  a  few  days  off  and  run  down 
to  meet  my  father.  I  had  been  away  from  Breth- 
ren and  people  of  our  faith  so  long  that  I  was 
homesick  to  be  near  them  again.  Hence  I  decided 
to  apply  for  membership  at  this  Annual  Meeting. 
Our  dear  old  brother,  S.  Z.  Sharp,  who  had  been 
one  of  my  teachers  at  Mt.  Morris  College,  was 
there,  and  to  him  I  went  for  help.  The  members 
of  the  church  from  Virginia  were  called  together 
in  my  father's  tent  for  a  council,  and  it  was  de- 
cided that  I  be  received  into  the  church  that  night. 
I  attended  preaching  service  in  the  tabernacle, 
after  which,  the  order  of  the  church  being  duly 
explained  to  me,  the  Brethren  took  me  "the  same 
hour  of  the  night"  (about  ten  o'clock)  to  the 
Marais  des  Cygnes  (Mary  Dee  Zeen)  River,  near 
by,  and  Bro.  Sharp  administered  to  me  the  sacred 
rite  of  baptism.  Being  received  in  this  way,  at  a 
general  Conference  of  the  whole  church,  I  have 


always  felt  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  church  as 
a  whole,  and  not  simply  a  member  of  the  Flat 
Rock  congregation. 

My  trip  to  Ottawa  proved  beneficial  to  me  in 
another  way.  At  the  Conference  I  gained  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  some  members  of  the  church 
that  were  living  only  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
Lincoln.  Among  them  was  my  dear  friend,  D.  G. 
Couser,  an  old  schoolmate  of  mine  at  Mt.  Morris. 
I  was  indeed  glad  to  hear  that  he  was  living  so 
near  to  where  I  was  working,  and  on  the  Sunday 
following  I  made  my  way  out  to  his  home  on  my 
bicycle.  There  was  no  preaching  in  Lincoln  by 
the  Brethren  at  that  time,  but  Bro.  Couser  and 
Bro.  A.  R.  Smith  (whose  niece  I  afterward  mar- 
ried) preached  in  a  schoolhouse  near  their  home. 
This  gave  me  a  good  opportunity  to  attend  serv- 
ices of  our  people,  and  this  I  very  much  enjoyed. 
The  coming  winter  and  spring,  however,  brought 
my  stay  in  Lincoln  to  an  end,  and  I  came  east  in 
search  of  a  climate  better  suited  to  my  physical 
condition,  and  work  more  congenial  than  confine- 
ment in  an  office. 

Moores  Store,  Va. 


Making  Friends 

BY  JAS.  Q.  GOUGHNOUR 

Luke  16:9 
Friendship  is  the  bond  of  souls,  the  medium  in 
the  high  commerce  of  human  fellowship.  In  its 
vital  form  it  is  the  circulating  agency  of  moral 
wealth.  Friendship  cannot  be  estimated  by  arith- 
metical computations,  treasured  in  banks  or  han- 
dled on  exchanges.  It  pertains  solely  to  human  re- 
lations that  knit  the  web  of  human  brotherhood. 

In  Luke  16:9  we  have  Jesus  telling  us  to  make 
friends  by  the  use  of  the  means  we  may  possess. 
Verse  eight  in  this  chapter  tells  us  of  an  existing 
fact  not  so  complimentary  to  Christianity,  when  it 
is  stated  that  they  of  this  world  are  wiser  than  the 
children  of  light.  If  this  be  true,  why  can  we  not 
profit  by  what  Jesus  said  in  the  ninth  verse,  and 
make  friends  with  any  talents  we  may  possess  and 
have  assurance  of  our  reception  in  the  eternal 
world  by  those  who  have  used  their  talents  in  this 
way  and  have  gone  on  before  and  are  ready  to 
greet  us  there? 

The  possibility  of  the  conversion  of  material 
things  into  spiritual  is  our  possibility  by  an  act  we 
may  perform  at  many  times. 

We  of  the  world  of  today  are  sadly  in  need  of 
making  friends  and  thereby  uniting  souls  in  the 
bonds  of  fellowship  and  brotherhood.  Friendship 
is  the  divine  music  ringing  through  the  world; 
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angels  have  chanted  snatches  of  its  strains  which 
the  ,world  cannot  forget. 

Friendship  shall  swell  in  full  and  concertive 
harmony  in  a  new  world  that  is  coming — a  world 
in  which  old  things  shall  at  last  be  resolved  into 
something  new. 

Our  lives  come  to  richer  and  fuller  flood  when 
they  are  merged  with  the  stream  of  others. 
May  we  endeavor  to  make  friends. 
Ankeny,  Iowa. 


The  Missing  Link 

BY  GALEN  T.  LEHMAN 

In  Three  Parts— Part  II 


We  need  more  than  spirituality,  however,  if  our 
people  are  to  become  consistently  good  givers. 
The  second  link  in  the  chain  is  training  and  teach- 
ing. Many  good  people,  spiritually  minded,  are 
giving  in  very  limited  amounts,  simply  because 
they  have  not  been  taught  and  challenged  to  give. 
How  frequently  the  church  has  been  woefully 
negligent  in  this  field.  You  often  find  churches 
where  scarcely  a  member  in  the  whole  congrega- 
tion knows  what  you  mean  when  you  mention  giv- 
ing a  tithe. 

Our  church  prides  itself  on  preaching  the 
whole  gospel,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  ministers  who  also  pride  themselves  on  the 
fact  that  they  never  preach  about  money.  How, 
pray  tell,  can  a  minister  preach  the  whole  gospel, 
and  neglect  to  preach  about  money,  and  the  Chris- 
tian obligation  to  give?  Christ  had  more  to  say 
on  this  matter,  by  far,  than  on  all  of  the  ordinances 
of  the  church  combined.  One  verse  out  of  every 
six  of  his  sayings  deals  with  the  problem  of 
money. 

The  minister  need  not  take  an  apologetic  atti- 
tude when  he  preaches  and  teaches  about  the 
Christian  use  of  money.  Indeed  it  is  unfair  to 
Christ  and  his  church  to  neglect  such  teaching. 
The  principal  emphasis  in  all  such  teaching  should 
be  the  spiritual  values  to  be  gained  through  gen- 
erosity and  sacrificial  giving.  Stewardship  is  pri- 
marily a  means  of  raising  men,  not  a  means  of 
raising  money. 

This  training  should  begin  in  early  youth.  If  a 
penny  a  week  becomes  the  accepted  amount  to 
give  to  Sunday  school  and  church,  how  can  we 
expect  the  youth  when  grown  to  think  in  terms  of 
generous  and  sacrificial  giving?  Train  up  a  child 
to  give  a  penny  a  week,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
hardly  depart  therefrom.  When  the  youth  of  our 
day  spend  nickels  and  dimes  and  quarters  for  can- 
dy, ice  cream,  shows  and  ball  games,  it  is  an  in- 


Life's  Loom 

BY  ROBERT  BYRD 

One  day  I  wove  with  silken  thread 
A  pattern  lovely  as  a  dream. 
My  heart  was  filled  with  awe  and  dread 
Lest  I  should  mar  one  stitch  or  seam. 
As  thus  I  wove  with  tedious  care 
I  mused  upon  the  pattern  planned; 
I  breathed,  perchance,  a  little  prayer 
That  God  would  guide  aright  my  hand. 

And  then  I  thought,  "More  lovely  still 
Than  any  pattern  yet  designed 
Are  those  small  webs  of  life  we  weave 
With  noble  thoughts  or  unrefined. 
God  grant  that  we  with  tedious  care 
Weave  in  the  beautiful  and  good, 
And  plan  those  webs  of  life  with  prayer 
And  carefulness  as  weavers  should. 

Today  I  weave  upon  life's  loom 

With  faltering  heart  and  trembling  hand 

A  lovely  destiny — or  doom; 

I  weave  as  in  my  heart  I've  planned, 

And  may  I  then  with  tedious  care 

Weave  in  the  beautiful  and  good. 

"God!  guide  my  hands  aright,"  my  prayer, 

"That  I  may  weave  as  weavers  should." 

Junior,  W.  Va. 

suit  to  Christ  and  the  church  for  parents  to  send 
their  children  to  Sunday  school  with  a  penny.  If 
they  are  to  judge  the  value  of  the  church  on  this 
basis,  what  will  be  their  appraisal? 

There  is  a  danger  of  pauperizing  churches  just 
as  well  as  individuals.  Leaders  in  the  church 
have  pitied  people,  and  told  them  they  were  too 
poor  to  give.  Is  that  what  Christ  did  when  he 
saw  the  poor  widow  give  her  last  two  mites? 
Most  church  members  do  not  need  to  be  told  that 
they  cannot  give.  Through  some  mysterious 
means  they  have  the  faculty  for  discovering  this 
for  themselves  without  any  outside  suggestions 
from  church  leaders.  Instead  of  praising  the  poor 
widow  as  Jesus  did,  how  many  of  us  would  have 
told  her,  with  the  best  of  intentions,  that  we  ap- 
preciated her  generosity  and  sacrificial  spirit,  but 
felt  it  would  be  wise  for  her  to  keep  what  little 
money  she  had  to  supply  her  own  needs? 

Of  whom  the  church  expects  little,  the  same 
will  give  little.  The  first  year  out  of  college,  the 
writer  was  receiving  a  $1,500  a  year  salary,  be- 
sides making  considerable  money  on  the  side.  It 
was  customary  for  single  members  to  be  assessed 
$2  per  year  for  church  expenses.  This  was  the 
amount  for  which  they  asked  and  the  amount  they 
received,  although  I  would  have  given  just  as 
readily  many  times  that  amount.  I  was  poorer 
and  the  church  was  too  when  so  little  was  ex- 
pected and  given.     How  frequently  it  has  been 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— June  14,  1941 


said  that  a  certain  church  was  giving  all  it  pos- 
sibly could,  and  then  the  church  by  supplying 
some  of  the  missing  links  has  turned  around  and 
given  more  than  they  dreamed  would  be  possible, 
and  with  a  consequent  blessing  to  all  concerned. 

When  congregations  find  money  coming  hard, 
and  it  becomes  difficult  to  meet  bills,  there  is  the 
temptation  to  retrench  and  reduce  the  budget.  It 
is  figured  thereby  to  save  money.  The  difficulty  is 
that  a  church  cannot  save  money  that  it  does  not 
get.  A  reduced  budget  is  taken  as  a  suggestion 
and  invitation  by  many  members  to  give  less 
money,  and  frequently  it  is  harder  to  raise  a  de- 
creased budget  than  it  is  an  enlarged  budget. 
When  the  budget  is  decreased,  something  has  to 
suffer.  Perhaps  the  pastor's  salary  is  cut  to  the 
point  where  he  is  tremendously  handicapped  and 
discouraged  to  the  point  that  he  cannot  do  his  best 
work.  Or  maybe  the  church  decides  they  will  get 
a  part-time  pastor  or  do  without  a  pastor  at  all. 
Then,  too,  the  church  can  neglect  upkeep  on  the 
church  property,  reduce  the  expenditure  on  re- 
ligious education,  or  cut  the  amount  given  for  dis- 
trict and  general  mission  work.  Such  steps  make 
for  inefficiency,  and  inefficiency  makes  for  a  low- 
ered morale.  The  program  of  the  church  no  longer 
challenges  the  youth  or  even  the  adults.  People 
are  not  interested  in  joining  such  an  organization. 
Thus  money  becomes  still  harder  to  raise,  the  pro- 
gram is  cut  still  further  and  the  church  finds  itself 
in  a  vicious  circle  and  downward  spiral. 

Many  people  give  according  to  challenge.  There 
is  no  challenge  in  a  reduced  program,  or  in  getting 
by  without  pastoral  care  in  order  to  save  money. 
In  the  business  meeting  of  one  of  our  churches 
they  voted  down  the  project  to  buy  carpet  for  the 
aisles  and  platform,  because  they  could  not  afford 
the  expense.  A  few  weeks  later  the  church  burned 
to  the  ground,  with  only  enough  insurance  to  buy 
a  new  church  site.  Yet  the  congregation  which 
could  not  afford  to  buy  carpet  for  the  old  church 
erected  a  fine  new  brick  church,  all  paid  for  ex- 
cept a  few  unpaid  pledges  collected  later.  We  are 
not  suggesting  that  our  church  houses  be  burned 
down  in  order  to  get  people  to  give,  but  it  is  sur- 
prising what  money  can  be  raised  in  the  face  of  a 
challenge  or  an  emergency. 

In  another  church  where  some  leaders  felt  that 
the  church  was  raising  all  it  possibly  could,  the 
budget  was  raised  $150  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  $280  in  the  regular  church  fund  with 
all  bills  paid.  In  addition  to  this  during  the  year 
a  large  number  of  families  in  the  congregation  be- 
gan giving  one  day's  wages  a  month  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  new  house  of  worship.  People 
like  to  invest  money  in  a  going  concern.    People 


must  be  trained,  taught  and  challenged  to  give. 
This  is  an  important  link  that  is  too  frequently 
missing. 
Springfield,  III. 


Three  Concerns 

BY  KERMIT  EBY 

When  a  Friend  (Quaker)  is  troubled  about 
some  problem  of  this  world  and  its  wickedness,  he 
expresses  his  concern.  A  concern  to  a  Friend  is 
more  than  a  conclusion  or  a  plan  of  action.  It 
combines  the  above  with  the  unrest  of  a  troubled 
soul  and  a  conviction  that  peace  can  come  only  to 
one  who  acts  on  the  promptings  of  his  inner  in- 
sights. So,  in  the  expression  of  the  Friends,  there 
are  several  trends  today  which  give  me  concern: 

(1)  It  seems  to  me  that  the  tendency  for  all  of 
us  to  pass  judgment  on  others  is  on  the  increase. 
The  insecurity  and  tension  around  us  motivate  us 
to  strike  out  and  castigate  our  contemporaries  for 
positions  they  take  or  refuse  to  take.  If  they  line 
up  with  us,  they  are  friends;  if  not,  enemies.  And 
often,  if  we  insist  on  an  independent  role  without 
identification  with  any  group,  we  are  damned  by 
both  sides.  This  inclination  to  judge  and  condemn 
is  unfortunate,  indeed.  None  of  us  know  enough 
about  another,  his  background,  his  convictions,  his 
motives  to  play  the  role  of  gods.  John  Bunyan 
once  remarked,  when  he  saw  a  drunk  in  the  gut- 
ter, "There,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  lies  John 
Bunyan."  All  of  us  would  be  happier  if  we  looked 
for  the  good  and  the  creative  in  others.  If  we  did, 
we  would  realize  that  the  greatest  waste  of  this 
century  is  not  in  natural  resources;  it  is,  instead, 
in  the  stifling  of  the  creative  urge  in  man  by  fear, 
which  destroys  our  efficiency. 

(2)  It  is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate,  neverthe- 
less it  is  true,  that  the  world  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
revolution.  Democracy  in  America  is  challenged 
by  other  ways  of  life,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  too 
many  of  us  in  our  solicitude  to  defend  democracy 
are  assuming  that  democracy  has  arrived,  that  it 
is  perfected.  Consequently,  our  position  is  static. 
We  are  on  the  defensive,  and  as  Dorothy  Thompson 
commented,  "Naziism  is  in  motion  and  if  we  would 
defeat  it,  we,  too,  must  move  ahead."  In  history 
as  in  football,  a  good  offense  is  often  the  best  de- 
fense. Specifically,  then,  we  need  to  convince  ev- 
ery American  that  he  has  a  stake  in  our  society, 
that  it  offers  him  security,  through  jobs  and  a 
home.  As  long  as  there  are  unemployed — 4,000,000 
youth;  10,000,000  adults;  as  long  as  there  are 
25,000,000  hungry  and  undernourished  Americans; 
that  long  is  our  society  insecure.  Stated  positively, 
we  need  to  grow  "roots,"  to  be  stockholders  in 
America's  future. 
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(3)  Roscoe  Pulliam,  president  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  State  Teachers  College,  when  commenting 
on  the  contemporary  scene,  expressed  his  concern 
as  follows:  "America  has  too  many  vertical  organ- 
izations, and  not  enough  horizontal  ones,  too  many 
pressure  groups  made  up  of  their  own  job  or  pro- 
fessional classifications  and  not  enough  organiza- 
tions which  incorporate  the  butcher,  the  baker, 
and  the  candlestick  maker."  It  seems  to  me  that 
Dr.  Pulliam  spoke  wisely,  for  as  the  competition 
for  survival  becomes  more  acute,  pressure  groups 
tend  to  solidify,  solidification  leads  to  more  aggres- 
sive action,  and  more  aggressive  action  to  ultimate 
disintegration  and  destruction.  Witness  France! 
So  instead  of  associating  only  with  our  kind,  we 
need  to  know  elevator  operators,  clerks,  business 
men,  and  domestics;  we  need,  as  never  before,  to 
organize  horizontally.  Perhaps  there  is  no  better 
example  of  a  horizontal  organization  than  the  po- 
litical party,  and  perhaps  a  no  more  typical  Amer- 
ican than  the  politician.  If  we  joined  them,  we 
W£uld  not  condemn  them  so  freely.  One  of  the 
tricks  of  demagoguery,  practiced  so  well  by  Hitler, 
was  to  sow  mistrust  for  the  politician  and  invite 
trust  of  himself.  Politicians  are  catalyzators,  dic- 
tators, drivers. 

Summarized,  my  concern  is  that  we  as  individ- 
uals integrate  ourselves,  our  organizations  and  our 
nation  around  a  positive  program,  not  a  negative 
one.  We  must  not  only  be  against  dictatorship, 
against  the  organizations  we  disagree  with,  against 
the  persons  we  dislike.  We  must  be  for  some- 
thing! 

Chicago,  III. 


Patriot  or  Traitor? 


BY  ALBERT  C.  WIEAND 

Jesus  was  facing  a  momentous  decision.  His 
fate  and  the  fate  of  the  nation  were  hanging  in  the 
balances. 

Jewish  patriotism  was  all  aflame.  War  hysteria 
was  running  high.  Jewish  independence  was  the 
burning  issue.  And  Jesus  was  the  man  of  the  hour. 
Crowds  of  multiplied  thousands  were  wildly  en- 
thusiastic about  him.  A  plot  was  afoot  to  "take 
him  by  force,  and  make  him  king"  (John  6:15), 
that  is,  to  draft  him  to  be  their  leader.  The  apos- 
tles themselves  were  swept  off  their  feet  by  the 
stampede.  So  acute  and  so  widespread  was  the 
agitation  that  Herod,  the  ruler  of  Galilee,  feared 
an  insurrection  was  brewing.  He  was  greatly  dis- 
turbed and  sent  for  Jesus. 

Jesus  had  now  been  preaching  and  healing  pub- 
licly for  two  years.  As  a  climax  of  his  work  in 
Galilee  he  had  organized  a  great  campaign  and  had 


sent  the  apostles  in  teams  of  two  "throughout  ev- 
ery city  and  village  of  Galilee."  Their  preaching 
and  healing  and  proclaiming  the  kingdom  of  God 
as  at  hand  had  produced  all  this  excitement;  and 
when  they  all  got  back  to  headquarters  at  Caper- 
naum they  found  the  place  jammed  with  such  un- 
precedented crowds  that  all  business  was  at  a 
standstill.  Only  one  question  was  on  everybody's 
lips,  "When  will  he  do  it?  Why  not  even  now, 
when  we  all  go  up  to  the  Passover  at  Jerusalem 
in  the  great  annual  pilgrimage?"  The  twelve 
apostles,  themselves  flushed  with  the  great  suc- 
cess of  their  recent  tour,  and  more  enthusiastic 
than  ever  about  their  great  Leader,  were  carried 
away  by  the  wild  war  hysteria. 

"What  will  Jesus  do?  How  will  he  meet  the 
great  crisis?  Will  he  be  true  patriot,  or  will  he  be 
a  traitor?"  These  were  the  questions  in  many 
minds. 

From  this  distance,  viewing  these  events  in  his- 
torical perspective,  we  see  with  perfect  clearness 
what  an  insane  thing  it  all  was,  and  how  disas- 
trous it  would  have  been  had  Jesus  also  lost  his 
head  and  been  swept  off  his  feet  by  the  popular 
war  hysteria.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the 
cold  hard  facts  of  the  situation,  to  which  their 
hysteria  and  fanaticism  made  them  purblind. 

They  were  dreaming,  wild-eyed,  of  insurrection 
and  revolution,  of  military  conquest;  yet  they  had 
no  weapons,  no  supplies,  and  no  organization. 
Just  how  could  they  have  hoped  to  win  against  the 
veteran  Roman  legions,  and  the  military  might  of 
Rome?  They  had  forgotten,  too,  the  essential  spir- 
itual nature  of  the  kingdom  which  Christ  was 
preaching.  They  did  not  see  that  "the  weapons  of 
his  warfare  were  not  carnal,"  that  the  goals  he 
aimed  at  were  moral  and  spiritual  excellence,  and 
that  the  use  of  force  and  insurrection  and  military 
means,  and  "doing  evil  that  good  might  come," 
were  the  flat  contradiction  and  would  spell  the 
ruin  of  all  he  stood  for,  was  living  for,  and  was 
soon  to  die  to  accomplish. 

Well,  what  did  Jesus  do  about  it?  How  did  he 
meet  the  emergency?  As  patriot  or  traitor?  A 
traitor  he  surely  would  have  proved  had  he 
yielded  to  the  popular  war  hysteria — a  traitor  to 
his  country  and  to  his  people.  Yes,  and  a  traitor  to 
you  and  to  me;  a  traitor  to  his  mission,  and  to 
God;  a  traitor  to  the  cause  of  truth,  and  righteous- 
ness, and  redemption  in  the  earth. 

Instead,  Jesus  became  the  greatest  patriot  by  re- 
fusing to  yield  to  the  fanaticism  and  hysteria  of 
the  moment. 

Just  what  did  Jesus  do?  First,  he  said  to  the 
apostles,  "Come  ye  apart  and  rest  awhile."  He 
retired  from  the  noise  and  confusion,  and  in  small 
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boats,  under  cover  of  darkness,  they  slipped  away 
and  went  over  to  the  other  side  of  Lake  Galilee. 
Then,  when  again  beset  by  the  great  crowds  on 
the  grassy  plain  near  the  mountainside,  he  quietly 
taught  and  healed  and  fed  the  multitudes.  Then 
when  evening  came  again  he  sent  the  multitudes 
away  happy,  while  he  himself  went  into  the  moun- 
tain alone  to  spend  the  night  in  prayer  to  God. 
And  so  he  clarified  his  mind  and  came  to  a  great 
conclusion. 

The  next  day,  having  come  back  again  to  Caper- 
naum and  being  in  the  great  synagogue  there,  he 
set  before  them  very  clearly  that  the  kingdom  of 
God  was  not  a  material  kingdom,  and  that  he  was 
not  an  earthly  king  as  they  supposed,  but  that  he 
was  the  spiritual  Messiah,  the  very  "bread  of 
heaven"  to  those  who  received  him.  He  showed 
that  he  would  win  his  kingdom  not  by  military 
conquest — by  killing  others — but  by  himself  being 
slain.  His  true  followers  must  "eat  his  flesh  and 
drink  his  blood."    Read  John  6  again. 

What  were  the  results?  Tragic  enough  and  just 
about  what  we  would  expect  today,  and  in  any 
day  of  crisis  such  as  that  was,  or  in  the  one  that 
we  face.  But  Jesus  had  clearly  foreseen  them, 
and  in  that  night  of  prayer  had  deliberately  chosen 
them.  And  when  the  next  day  dawned  he  set 
himself  to  carry  them  through  to  the  bitter  end — 
but  also  to  the  victorious  outcome  forevermore. 
Here  was  true  patriotism — the  highest  patriotism! 
It  cost  him  his  life — everything  except  failure  be- 
fore God. 

What  if  Jesus  had  failed  in  that  crisis?  Well, 
just  this:  instead  of  proving  the  world's  greatest 
patriot  he  would  have  been  the  greatest  traitor! 
But  thank  God,  he  did  not  fail. 

The  next  day  Jesus  met  the  crowds  calmly, 
serenely  (John  6) .  He  extended  to  them  the  high 
principles  of  supreme  love  for  country  and  love 
for  God  and  man. 

And  they,  when  they  faced  the  alternatives,  said 
in  effect,  "He  is  a  great  fool,  and  not  the  Messiah 
of  our  nation  we  had  thought  him  to  be."  So  what? 
They  got  up  and  walked  out  on  him.  "From  that 
time  many  of  his  disciples  went  back."  Among 
them,  too,  was  one  of  the  twelve  apostles — Judas. 
But  Peter  and  the  others  with  him  said,  "To  whom 
shall  we  go?    Thou  hast  the  words  of  life  eternal." 

And  finally?  They  killed  him.  They  crucified 
their  Messiah,  the  one  who  alone  could  have  saved 
their  nation  from  the  utter  destruction  which  be- 
fell it.  And  he?  It  broke  his  heart — for  he  loved 
his  nation,  as  no  one  else  ever  loved  it.  When  they 
turned  him  down,  rejecting  his  proposal,  he  wept 
bitter  tears  as  he  said:     "O  Jerusalem,  how  oft 


would  I  have  gathered  you  as  a  hen  gathered  her 
chickens.  .  .  .  But  ye  would  not.    Your  house  is 
left  desolate." 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


Abiding  Realities 

BY    WM.    J.    TINKLE 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Second  Corinthians 
Paul  speaks  of  his  declining  physical  strength. 
He  points  out  the  advantages  of  this,  however, 
stating  that  since  he  has  "this  treasure  in  earthen 
vessels,"  that  is,  the  power  of  God  in  a  weak  body, 
his  converts  may  be  led  to  God  and  not  to  him.  At 
the  close  of  the  chapter  the  inspired  writer  con- 
cludes by  stating  a  principle  of  wide  application: 
"While  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  seen, 
but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen:  for  the 
things  which  are  seen  are  temporal;  but  the  things 
which  are  not  seen  are  eternal."  This  we  read  in 
2  Cor.  4: 18. 

To  a  large  extent  we  judge  the  worth  of  a  useful 
thing  by  its  ability  to  last.  We  do  not  make  clothes 
of  cobwebs  nor  slippers  of  glass.  If  poems  and 
songs  are  still  inspiring  and  cheering  people  cen- 
turies after  their  authors  have  passed  on,  they 
must  contain  a  universal  appeal  to  the  heart  of 
man. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  experiences  are  very 
transient.  Travelers  in  the  desert  sometimes  seem 
to  see  before  them  a  clump  of  trees,  houses,  and  a 
well — only  to  look  up  presently  and  see  nothing 
but  the  blank  desert!  The  mirage  did  not  abide; 
it  was  soon  gone.  In  a  school  reader  that  I  used 
to  study  there  was  the  pathetic  story  of  The 
Little  Match  Girl.  Crouching  in  a  corner  between 
buildings  on  a  cold  evening,  she  was  afraid  to  go 
home.  She  had  sold  not  a  single  box  of  matches 
the  whole  day,  and  she  dreaded  the  wrath  of  her 
drunken  father.  If  she  lighted  a  match  it  might 
warm  her  bare  feet;  so  she  suited  her  action  to  the 
thought.  It  seemed  to  her  she  was  in  a  well-fur- 
nished room  before  a  glowing  fireplace,  and  she 
stretched  out  her  stiff  hands  and  feet  to  warm 
them;  but  it  all  vanished  as  the  match  went  out. 
Striking  another  match,  a  table  with  all  the  things 
she  liked  to  eat  appeared  before  her  and  she  was 
about  to  sit  down  in  glee;  but  it  lasted  no  longer 
than  did  the  fireplace.  Striking  a  third  match,  she 
was  confronted  by  the  face  of  a  kind  old  lady.  "O 
grandma,"  the  distressed  little  girl  pleaded,  "do 
take  me  with  you.  You  are  the  only  one  who  ever 
loved  me.  I  know  you  will  go  away  like  the  fire 
and  the  table.    Do  take  me  with  you." 

Next  morning  the  body  of  the  little  girl  was 
found  by  the  police,  crouched  in  the  corner,  hold- 
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ing  her  matches.  The  child  had  frozen  to  death. 
The  world  says  that  spiritual  values  are  mirages 
and  hallucinations,  like  the  above  examples,  hav- 
ing no  actual  being.  But  the  Bible  says  just  the 
reverse;  that  the  spirit  is  real,  while  material  has 
no  lasting  value.  It  does  not  say  that  matter  has 
no  existence,  but  that  its  value  is  relatively  slight, 
that  it  does  not  last.  The  material  things  upon 
which  we  are  inclined  to  lean  may  break,  may 
burn,  or  we  may  lose  title  to  them  so  quickly  that 
we  rub  our  eyes  and  wonder  how  it  came  about. 

It  is  very  pertinent  for  us  to  remember  that  we 
ourselves  are  spirits.  We  do  not  have  souls,  but 
we  are  souls,  and  we  possess  bodies.  The  infidel 
does  not  believe  this,  and  many  a  church  member 
lives  as  if  he  did  not  believe  it.  But  the  Christian 
knows  that  man  started  from  the  breath  of  God 
that  was  blown  into  the  clay,  and  that  Christ  has 
prepared  us  a  home  that  we  might  be  with  him 
forever.  Thus  we  are  spirits,  destined  to  abide 
forever. 

Being  spirits,  the  only  lasting  comforts  with 
which  we  can  surround  ourselves  are  spiritual 
entities.  How  destitute  will  be  the  man  (though 
the  world  may  call  him  rich)  who  awakes  to  find 
all  his  material  things  gone;  he  is  going  out  to 
meet  his  Maker,  out  into  space,  out  into  eternity, 
naked  and  shelterless.  His  delight  has  been  in. 
dainty  food,  fine  cars,  and  grand  houses;  now  they 
are  gone. 

Then  let  us  seek  those  values  that  abide.  "Now 
abideth  faith,  hope,  and  love."  Clothing  ourselves 
with  these,  we  never  shall  be  found  naked.  Let 
us  seek  also  to  serve  him  of  whom  the  psalmist 
says,  "Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place 
in  all  generations.     Before  the  mountains  were 


A  Way 

BY  ROY  WHITE 

Christ  is  the  Way! 
And  yet,  at  awful  cost 
Men  chose  to  stray 
And  from  the  Way  are  lost. 
Driven  by  fear  or  lust 
They  come  to  grief  or  dust 
Unless  their  lives  they  trust 
To  the  one  Way. 

Troops  die  today 
To  mark  a  boundary. 
Billions  we  pay 
To  fix  economy. 
And  then,  when  all  is  done, 
Men,  lines  and  all  are  gone 
Because  their  course  has  run 
Some  other  way. 


brought   forth,   or  ever   thou   hadst   formed   the 
earth  and  the  world,  even  from  everlasting  to  ev- 
erlasting thou  art  God." 
Cerro  Gordo,  III. 


Chicago,  III. 


The  Personality  of  a  Song  Leader 

BY  MRS.  ELSIE  BETTS  GARNER 

"The  real  organizing  force  in  any  body  of  singers 
is  its  musical  director;  without  him  it  is  simply  a 
mob.  Under  his  direction,  it  largely  becomes  an 
expression  of  his  personality,  with  his  faults  or  his 
virtues."  How  many  a  song  leader  thinks  of  his 
singers  as  being  reflections  of  his  own  personality? 
This  thought  may  strike  horror  in  the  hearts  of 
many  song  leaders.  Yet  it  is  true:  "Personality 
is  the  mysterious  power  which  can  influence  a 
group  to  respond  heartily  to  the  leadership  of  one 
director,  while  the  same  group  may  fail  to  respond 
to  another  leader  of  perhaps  equally  good  techni- 
cal skill."  This  makes  the  personality  of  the  song 
leader  a  matter  of  great  importance,  for  it  is  the 
key  to  all  heart-moving  musical  performances. 

One  of  the  first  requirements  for  a  powerful 
personality  is  that  the  church  music  director  be  a 
consecrated  Christian.  He  must  be  such  a  true 
follower  of  Christ  that  there  will  be  no  doubt  in 
anybody's  mind  about  his  life  objectives.  Earnest- 
ness and  sincerity  will  radiate  from  him.  "Only  a 
spiritual  man,  who  personally  knows  what  devo- 
tion toward  God  is,  can  properly  guide  the  musical 
expression  of  the  worship  of  either  choir  or  con- 
gregation." It  has  been  well  said  that  it  is  about 
as  easy  "to  set  a  blind  man  to  oversee  the  mural 
decorations  of  the  church,  as  to  expect  a  man  who 
cannot  pray,  who  has  no  sense  of  the  immediate 
presence  of  God  in  his  holy  temple,  to  lead  the  ex- 
pression of  the  religious  emotions  of  truly  devout 
people."  It  would  be  better  to  take  an  inferior 
leader  with  a  devout  mind  than  his  musical  supe- 
rior without  it. 

In  the  course  of  his  work,  the  song  leader  will 
be  dealing  with  some  of  the  greatest  music — music 
in  which  the  singer  can  express  his  real  spiritual 
yearnings  and  feelings.  Hence  anyone  who  can 
not  wholeheartedly  enter  into  the  true  spirit  of 
music  has  no  right  to  try  to  lead  other  people  to 
do  so. 

If  the  song  leader  is  earnestly  trying  to  live  a 
Christlike  life,  and  to  help  others  to  live  a  fuller 
life  through  the  ministry  of  song,  there  is  no  need 
to  mention  such  details  of  personality  as  self-con- 
trol, patience,  love  for  people,  cheerfulness,  and  so 
on.  These  qualities  are  all  a  part  of  a  sincere 
Christian  leader's  spiritual  equipment. 

But  the  song  leader  must  enjoy  his  work.    Arti- 


12 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— June  14,  1941 


ftcial  enthusiasm  can  never  win  a  crowd.  He  must 
feel  that  the  thing  that  he  is  doing  is  worth  while; 
that  there  is  something  really  important  to  be  ac- 
complished by  it.  Therefore,  it  is  worth  the  best 
that  he  can  give  it.  If  there  is  any  insincerity  at  all 
in  his  feelings  the  singers  will  quickly  sense  it. 
There  will  not  be  the  spontaneity  or  vigor  in  re- 
sponse that  there  should  be.  The  director  must  be 
a  "live  wire  from  whom  the  current  of  enthusiasm 
goes  tingling  and  inspiring  through  every  member 
of  the  choir." 

Just  as  enthusiasm  and  deep  happiness  are 
quickly  conveyed  to  other  people;  so,  too,  are  any 
indications  of  stage  fright  or  lack  of  self-confi- 
dence. The  leader  must  have  confidence  in  him- 
self. "He  must  not  only  know,  but  know  that  he 
knows."  People  are  not  going  to  follow  a  director 
who  is  not  positive.  They  will  probably  get  the 
feeling  that  he  is  not  as  capable  as  he  should  be. 
Or  possibly  they  will  feel  that  they  could  do  bet- 
ter themselves  than  he  is  doing.  It  is  contrary  to 
human  nature  to  depend  on  a  person  who  is  afraid 
to  depend  upon  himself.  Out  of  the  feeling  of  self- 
confidence  grows  the  quality  of  poise.  This  quiet 
and  easy  manner  is  very  desirable  in  any  type  of 
leadership. 

Closely  connected  with  self-confidence  is  the 
ability  of  leadership.  This  is  really  personal  mag- 
netism; it  is  the  power  to  cause  others  to  do  one's 
will.  There  must  be  a  certain  amount  of  personal 
popularity.  If  a  man  is  not  liked  by  his  comrades 
they  will  not  sing  for  him.  He  must  maintain  a 
mental  contact  with  his  chorus  that  will  insure  a 
ready  and  happy  response.  He  must  mix  with  the 
people  and  learn  their  likes  and  dislikes,  their 
wants  and  their  needs.  How  can  a  man  know  the 
needs  of  a  people  with  whom  he  does  not  mingle? 
He  must  also  have  the  ability  to  take  the  initiative, 
and  that  physical  energy  to  put  into  his  work, 
without  which  it  is  hard  to  arouse  enthusiasm. 

The  song  leader's  supreme  equipment  is  to  be 
able  to  impress  himself  on  the  members  of  the 
group,  and  to  have  that  indefinable  power  of  giv- 
ing life  to  music  which  belongs  to  all  great  players 
and  conductors.  He  must  be  able  to  master  not 
only  his  singers,  but  his  whole  audience.  Mere 
musical  knowledge  and  technical  skill  will  not  do 
it.  Personality  is  the  deciding  factor.  All  the 
qualities  that  have  been  mentioned  are  a  great 
part  of  it.  This  last  great  influential  power  is  a 
result  of  all  the  other  minor  qualities. 

Personality  is  you,  the  total  of  your  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  qualities.  Never  try  to  be 
somebody  else;  the  result  will  be  artificial  and  in- 
sincere.   Always  be  yourself,  but  be  your  best  self. 

Chicago,  III. 


A  Person  Should  Be  Unanimous 

BY  WALTER  S.  COFFMAN 

In  the  ministerium  we  were  discussing  what 
should  be  done  with  murderers.  The  question  was 
as  to  whether  or  not  capital  punishment  was  fit- 
ting for  them.  I  remarked  that  I  could  not  im- 
agine Jesus  sanctioning  the  taking  of  human  life 
for  any  cause  whatever.  That  included  war  as 
well  as  capital  punishment.  One  minister  an- 
swered me,  "Well,  brother,  that's  exactly  what  my 
heart  tells  me;  but  my  head  says  differently.  .  As 
it  is,  a  murderer  may  be  incarcerated  for  a  few 
years,  and  is  then  set  at  liberty  to  murder  more 
people  if  he  has  the  mind  to  do  it.  We  must  do 
something." 

Isn't  that  man  a  divided  personality?  His  heart 
tells  him  to  do  one  thing,  and  his  head  tells  him 
to  do  something  radically  different.  What  a  ter- 
rible state!  His  whole  body  must  be  full  of  dark- 
ness, just  as  Jesus  said.  "If  thine  eye  be  single 
thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  light;  but  if  thine 
eye  be  evil,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  dark- 
ness." It  has  been  said  that  a  person  must  be 
unanimous,  if  he  would  be  effective.  It  seems 
that  a  person  is  not  unanimous  if  head  and  heart 
speak  different  languages. 

The  next  speaker  made  answer  also  to  my  re- 
mark and  nearly  floored  me.  He  said  that  he  had 
no  difficulty  in  imagining  that  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances even  Jesus  would  sanction  the  taking 
of  life.  For,  he  said,  Jesus  believed  in  the  Old 
Testament,  where  there  is  abundant  evidence  for 
the  taking  of  life  both  in  war  and  as  capital  pun- 
ishment for  crime.  My  thought  was,  "Well,  you 
have  a  much  larger  imagination  than  I."  But  I 
did  not  say  it,  for  he  was  a  much  older  man  than 
I.  But  I  have  considered  his  answer  for  ten  years, 
and  have  found  only  evidence  for  strengthening 
my  belief. 

To  be  sure,  Jesus  believed  in  the  Old  Testament, 
as  far  as  it  went.  But  when  it  did  not  go  far 
enough  he  brought  it  up  to  date  with  the  latest 
edition  of  revealed  truth.  Jesus  did  not  hesitate 
to  say,  "It  has  been  said  by  them  of  old  time,  .  .  . 
but  I  say  unto  you."  Jesus  believed  the  Old  Tes- 
tament in  so  far  as  it  told  the  whole  truth;  but 
when  it  stopped  short  of  that  he  fulfilled  it. 

It  may  be  that  this  latter  minister  was  more 
nearly  unanimous  than  the  former.  He  spoke  with 
no  hesitation  as  did  the  former.  But  he  was  unan- 
imous in  the  wrong  direction.  Like  Saul,  on  his 
way  to  Damascus,  he  needed  to  be  converted. 
Saul  was  unanimous,  but  his  unanimity  needed 
change  of  direction. 

We  must  act  in  the  spirit  of  Jesus.    If  our  heads 
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say  things  to  us  that  are  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
Jesus,  then  our  heads  are  telling  us  falsehoods.  If 
the  heart  says  this  is  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  but  the 
head  says  we  must  do  otherwise,  it  is  safer  to  fol- 
low the  heart;  and  I  am  convinced  of  this  even 
though  hard-headed  logic  may  say  differently. 

I  have  a  religious  journal  which  says  that  we 
must  be  prepared  as  a  nation  to  defend  ourselves 
in  case  of  invasion.  But  Jesus  did  not  defend  him- 
self in  case  of  invasion,  neither  did  his  apostles 
or  the  Christian  martyrs.  The  spirit  of  Jesus  was 
the  criterion  for  their  actions  even  in  case  of  in- 
vasion. May  we  be  unanimous  personalities,  heart 
and  head  speaking  the  same  thing,  for  Jesus  was 
like  that. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 


Thinking  About  It  Afterwards 

BY    W.    O.    BECKNER 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  many 
homes  use  regularly  the  daily  readings  provided  in 
our  Sunday-school  quarterlies.  Occasionally  as 
I  read  them,  morning  by  morning  at  our  breakfast 
table  devotions,  something  shines  out  and  catches 
my  imagination  like  sparkling  diamonds. 

One  such  was  in  connection  with  the  reading  of 
the  sections  from  Lev.  19  about  various  social  mat- 
ters— stealing,  hating  and  robbing.  And  then 
came  the  injunction,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself." 

The  material  of  the  Book  of  Leviticus  came  out 
of  times  when  certainly  there  was  no  such  "en- 
lightenment" as  we  think  we  have  now.  The 
world  about  the  Hebrew  people  was  dark  and 
brutal.  The  stories  that  have  come  to  us  of  such 
characters  as  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Sargon  and 
scores  of  others  like  them  give  us  the  picture  of  a 
world  very  much  in  darkness.  The  leaders  of 
world  thought  in  their  times  had  no  such  light  of 
idealism  to  guide  them  as  we  have  today. 

And  yet,  somehow,  in  the  midst  of  that  darkness, 
there  came  a  light;  somebody  thought  about  a 
better  way  to  get  along  with  each  other  than  by 
the  brutal  methods  of  the  world  about  them.  We 
call  this  idealism,  the  notion  that  the  highest  and 
best  for  mankind  can  be  achieved  through  co- 
operative effort,  each  recognizing  the  other  as  his 
equal  before  a  Supreme  Being,  who  is  the  Judge 
of  the  conduct  of  all. 

Indeed,  that  was  a  light  in  a  dark  world!  But 
it  took  hold  on  the  imaginations  of  men  and  they 
saw  that  it  was  so  good  they  could  give  their  lives 
for  their  devotion  to  it. 

Moses  was  credited  by  the  Hebrew  people  as 
being  the  one  who  saw  that  light  first.    But  how 


did  it  come  that  anyone  saw  it  at  all?  The  atmos- 
phere was  certainly  clouded  and  befogged  with 
the  smoke  of  burning  passion,  the  result  of  injus- 
tice and  oppression.  Yet  some  one  saw  that  light. 
It  took  good  eyesight  to  see  that  first  and  to  under- 
stand its  meaning  and  implications. 

We  are  given  the  story  in  our  Bibles  that  God 
spoke  to  Moses  and  told  him  these  things.  It  is 
believed  by  many  that  God  speaks  to  men  today 
exactly  as  he  spoke  to  Moses;  the  trouble  is  that 
not  all  have  ears  to  distinguish  God's  voice.  I  sit 
by  my  radio  and  hear  a  voice  coming  in  on  the  air, 
but  I  know  that  there  are  scores  of  other  voices  on 
the  air  that  are  not  being  picked  up  by  my  radio 
at  the  time,  simply  because  I  am  not  tuned  in  to 
catch  them.  We  get  only  that  which  we  are  tuned 
in  to  catch. 

To  say  that  Moses  discerned  such  wonderful 
idealism  when  he  was  surrounded  by  such  dense 
selfishness  and  darkness  is  to  grant  that  he  stands 
among  the  world's  greatest  thinkers. 

The  system  of  life  conduct  which  he  stated  be- 
came the  religion  of  a  people,  so  clearly  did  they 
see  where  it  would  lead.  So  complete  was  the 
statement  of  that  way  of  living  that  Jesus  de- 
clared that  he  came  not  to  change  even  a  dot  of 
an  i  or  the  cross  of  a  t  in  it  all,  but  only  to  amplify 
it  and  give  it  fuller  meaning.  His  world,  too, 
with  such  despots  ruling  in  it  as  Herod,  was  not 
unlike  that  in  which  Moses  had  lived.  Had  there 
been  possible  such  a  thing  as  world  thought  in 
Jesus'  day,  as  we  speak  of  it  today,  such  idealism 
could  not  have  been  popular.  Yet  its  glistening 
light  has  continued  to  catch  the  imaginations  of 
men  through  the  centuries.  The  consummation  of 
the  Great  Ideal  is  that  all  the  members  of  the  hu- 
man family  shall  eventually  be  transformed  by 
their  love  for  the  Good  and  True,  by  their  love 
for  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  factors  in  the 
character  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  until  on  earth 
among  men  it  may  be  truly  said  that  God  rules, 
that  his  kingdom  has  been  brought  to  perfection. 
That's  world  brotherhood. 

To  have  a  part  in  the  establishment  of  such  a 
world  order  is  enough  to  catch  the  imagination 
of  even  the  dullest  of  us  now,  as  it  has  been  since 
the  time  of  Moses  himself. 

Elgin,  III. 


When  the  real  Christian  falls  from  grace  he  always 
strikes  on  his  knees. 

If  the  devil  had  to  work  without  a  mask  he  would 
never  leave  the  pit. 

You  can't  tell  how  big  a  man  is  until  you  know 
where  his  influence  is  going  to  stop. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


He  Earns 

Whate  er  He  Can  . . . 

BY   MARTHA  N.   PARKER 

On  a  hot,  dusty  street  in  Peking,  where  most  of  the 
sidewalk  was  occupied  by  little  outdoor  shops  of  all 
kinds,  the  pedestrians  overflowed  into  the  street,  adding 
to  the  difficulties  of  the  ricksha  pullers,  cyclists,  cart 
drivers  and  motorists  moving  in  and  out  through  this 
maze  of  traffic.  Except  for  an  occasional  blast  from  a 
car  horn,  the  noises  seemed  to  rise  and  fade  in  one  con- 
fused medley,  but  as  the  crowds  thinned  and  the  noises 
grew  less,  one  street  call  rang  out  above  the  rest.  It 
was  a  rhythmical  cl-ink  clink  clang-ng,  cl-ink  clink 
clang-ng. 

This  was  the  call  of  the  knife  sharpener.  It  was  pro- 
duced by  giving  a  slow  twist  and  then  a  jerk  to  the 
series  of  metal  plates  that  hung  on  a  string  from  the 
knife  sharpener's  belt  as  he  moved  slowly  up  the  street. 
He  carried  on  his  shoulder  the  wooden  sawhorse  to 
which  this  equipment  was  fastened.  His  call  became 
clearer  and  clearer  as  he  came  nearer.  Sometimes  he 
would  stop  the  swinging  of  the  metal  plates  to  call  out 
in  Chinese,  "Mo  tao,  mo  tao.  Sharpen  your  knives, 
sharpen  your  knives."  Whenever  he  came  to  a  pro- 
spective shop  door,  he  placed  his  tools  on  the  ground  and 
gave  his  call.  Then  he  rested  for  a  while.  As  he  re- 
moved his  battered  straw  hat,  his  close-shaven  head 
glistened  with  drops  of  perspiration.  Then  would  he 
pull  from  under  his  trouser  band  a  dirty  cloth  and  wipe 
his  face  and  head. 

His  short  jacket  of  faded  blue  cloth  was  fastened  down 
the  front  with  braided  cloth  buttons,  which  looked  like 
little  knots  caught  in  the  loops  from  the  other  side  of  the 
jacket.  His  trousers  of  the  same  material  were  shape- 
less, baggy  in  the  seat,  but  none  too  roomy  in  the  legs. 
At  this  season  of  the  year  he  wore  his  trousers  loose 
around  his  ankles,  but  in  the  winter  in  order  to  keep  out 
the  wind  he  would  have  them  bound  snugly  at  the  bot- 
tom with  a  black  band.  His  shoes  were  made  of  cloth. 
At  one  time  they  had  been  black,  but  now  they  were 
grey  from  dust  and  wear.  The  stitched  cloth  and  paper 
soles  were  badly  frayed.  As  he  hitched  up  his  trousers, 
his  bare  ankles  showed  that  he  wore  no  socks.  The  dirty 
cloth  that  he  had  used  as  a  handkerchief  he  replaced 
under  his  trouser  band,  and  as  he  did  so  his  crude 
homemade  leather  belt  had  to  be  readjusted.  Then  the 
battered  hat  was  again  placed  on  his  head,  and  with 
a  deliberate  precision  he  hoisted  the  tools  to  his  shoulder 
and  was  off  to  find  someone  who  needed  his  services. 

A  little  farther  up  the  street,  a  customer  came  out  with 
a  big  meat  cleaver.  Immediately  the  knife  sharpener 
set  up  his  shop  there  on  the  sidewalk.  It  was  only  a 
minute  until  he  was  ready  for  work.  He  stood  astride 
the  sawhorse,  on  one  end  of  which  was  fastened  the 
stone  for  sharpening  the  knives.  He  placed  two  strips  of 
wood  on  either  side  along  the  back  of  the  cleaver,  deftly 
tying  them  in  place  with  leather  thongs,  so  that  the 
protruding  ends  could  be  used  as  handles.  After  wet- 
ting his  stone  from  the  rusty  can  of  water  that  hung 
from  the  side  of  the  sawhorse,  he  took  a  firm  grip  on 
those   improvised   handles   and   began   the   sharpening. 


Leaning  forward  and  slowly  rising  on  his  toes,  he  pushed 
the  knife  away,  and  then  coming  back  on  his  heels,  he 
pulled  it  toward  himself  over  the  stone.  His  body  began 
to  move  in  rhythmical  swaying  motion.  These  back  and 
forward  motions,  halting  for  an  instant  at  each  end  as 
the  knife  was  turned  by  a  flip  of  his  wrist,  were  as  reg- 
ular as  heart  beats.  Becoming  warm  as  he  worked,  he 
stopped  to  roll  up  his  sleeves  and  open  the  front  of  his 
jacket,  and  when  he  resumed  his  work,  the  bulging, 
rippling  muscles  of  his  arms  and  chest  became  a  visible 
part  of  this  symphony  of  motion. 

The  job  was  soon  finished,  and  he  added  the  fee  for 
his  work  to  the  other  small  pieces  of  money  in  his 
leather  pouch  which  hung  from  his  belt.  Then  lifting 
his  tools  to  his  shoulder,  he  started  up  the  street,  be- 
ginning again  his  rhythmical  and  musical  call,  cl-ink 
clink  clang-ng,  and  occasionally  calling:  "Mo  tao,  mo 
tao.  Sharpen  your  knives,  sharpen  your  knives."  It 
was  thus  he  earned  whatever  he  could. 

On  Furlough  From  China. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  June  14-21 

To  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Emma  Ziegler  has  been  faithful  in  writing  interesting 
share  letters  to  shareholders  for  the  Anklesvar  Girls' 
School. .  In  her  last  letter  she  has  given  a  number  of 
details  about  the  Anklesvar  girls  and  their  school  pro- 
gram. In  spite  of  much  sickness  among  the  children,  the 
school  work  had  been  going  forward. 

Along  with  all  the  other  things  which  the  girls  are 
taught,  they  learn  the  joy  of  Christlike  sharing.  We 
quote  the  following  paragraph  from  Sister  Ziegler's  let- 
ter: 

"Each  year  the  girls  of  our  school  give  an  offering  at 
Christmas  time  for  some  special  purpose.  This  year 
they  decided  they  wanted  to  give  to  European  relief. 
Heretofore,  they  generally  denied  themselves  of  some 
article  of  their  diet  and  then  gave  that  money.  Usually 
they  decided  to  do  without  milk  for  a  week.  They  get 
such  a  little  milk  as  it  is,  and  so  we  tried  to  think  of 
some  way  whereby  they  could  earn  their  offering  rather 
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than  do  without  milk.  So  for  a  week  they  came  and  cut 
grass,  or  gathered  up  dry  grass,  or  carried  sand,  work- 
ing'for  an  hour  in  the  evening  at  one  cent  an  hour.  Con- 
sequently they  had  more  to  give  than  they  would  have 
had,  had  they  given  their  milk  money.  The  folks  who 
live  here  also  gave  some,  and  so  we  had  quite  a  liberal 
offering  to  send  for  relief." 

Lillian  Grisso  and  Emma  Ziegler  are  in  charge  of  the 
schools  and  the  dormitories  on  the  girls'  compound.  The 
details  of  their  work  are  like  those  of  a  mother  in  a 
large  family,  plus  those  found  in  the  schedule  of  su- 
perintendent, principal  and  teachers  of  elementary 
graded  schools  and  high  schools.  There  is  never  an  end 
to  the  duties  which  constantly  arise. 

Prayers  in  behalf  of  these  busy  missionaries  and  in 
behalf  of  the  school  girls  are  requested  during  this  week. 


The  All-India  Women's  Conference 

BY    MABEL    WINGER    MOOMAW 

During  the  past  eleven  years  the  daughters  of  Mother 
India  have  met  together  once  each  year  in  a  national 
conference.  The  conference  is  always  held  during  the 
last  week  in  December.  This  year  it  was  at  Bangalore, 
South  India. 

Our  friend  Dr.  Miss  Gungaben  Hadkar  from  the  neigh- 
boring town,  Broach,  was  a  delegate  to  the  conference. 
She  was  with  us  last  Sunday  and  spoke  to  the  students 
of  the  training  school  and  to  a  large  number  from  the 
community.  She  shared  with  us  the  news  of  the  confer- 
ence and  also  spoke  concerning  community  health. 

Last  year  the  women's  conference  sent  a  special  mes- 
sage to  Madam  Chiang  Kai-shek  inviting  her  to  be 
present  at  the  1940  annual  meeting.  The  First  Lady  of 
China  sent  her  greetings,  stating  that  due  to  the  perilous 
conditions  in  her  country  she  could  not  accept  their 
kind  invitation,  but  she  was  hopeful  that  she  might 
have  this  privilege  in  the  future.  She  writes,  "May  the 
bond  of  friendship  be  strengthened  between  our  two 
great  countries  and  may  we  join  together  in  helping  our 
sisters  to  more  abundant  living." 

Mrs.  Shrimati  Nehru,  who  presided  over  the  confer- 
ence, in  her  opening  address  spoke  of  the  great  need  of 
continuing  all  effort  to  promote  education  among  women 
and  girls.  Much  has  been  accomplished,  yet  the  fact  re- 
mains that  only  three  per  cent  of  India's  women  are 
literate.  "Women's  greatest  sphere  of  service  is  in  the 
home  and  to  fulfill  this  high  calling  she  must  have  an 
education  based  on  the  threefold  principle  of  health, 
beauty  and  economy." 

Mrs.  Nehru  also  pleaded  with  the  large  number  of  del- 
egates present  to  try  to  use  their  influence  in  helping  the 
untouchable  class.  "Members  of  this  very  unfortunate 
group  are  about  each  of  us  as  we  carry  on  our  daily  rou- 
tine, but  we  somehow  become  accustomed  and  hardened 
to  their  needs  and  pass  them  by,  feeling  that  they  were 
thus  predestined  and  nothing  can  be  done.  Do  some  act 
of  kindness  for  an  untouchable  woman  in  your  com- 
munity at  least  once  a  week,"  she  suggested.  "If  the 
children  are  not  permitted  to  sit  with  the  other  children 
in  school  as  the  law  permits,  use  your  influence  in  their 
behalf.  Kindness  and  service  to  the  untouchables  is  like 
the  redemption  of  a  crushing  debt.  Each  of  us  is  in- 
dividually and  collectively  responsible  for  the  terrible 
injustices  on  our  untouchable  sisters.  A  little  effort 
made  to  bring  light  and  cheer  into  the  dismal  life  of 


these  victims  of  our  own  oppression  will  lift  us  as  indi- 
viduals and  a  nation  to  a  higher  level." 

The  problems  pertaining  to  widow  remarriage  and 
women's  rights  of  inheritance  were  discussed  and  pro- 
posals for  bills  to  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  respec- 
tive provinces  were  made. 

India  is  a  land  of  caste  and  creeds  with  many  varied 
customs.  The  womenfolk  are  considered  more  ortho- 
dox in  remaining  true  to  age-long  customs.  The  All- 
India  Women's  Conference  is  a  unique  gathering  of 
women  from  the  Hindu,  Mohammedan,  Parsi  and  Chris- 
tian communities  working  together  for  a  common  pur- 
pose— the  uplift  of  women  in  Hindustan  and  a  friendly 
and  sympathetic  interest  in  women  of  other  lands. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


World-wide  News 

COMPILED  BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

Applied  Christianity 

In  New  York  City  Mayor  LaGuardia  placed  a  five 
dollar  bill  in  the  first  Salvation  Army  kettle  set  up  at 
Times  Square  and  he  said,  "The  job  done  by  the  Salva- 
tion Army  is  applied  Christianity  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  word." 

Not  in  Africa,  but  in  U.  S.  A. 

Dr.  Dedwylder,  a  white  man  born  and  raised  amid 
all  the  racial  prejudices  of  the  South,  has  no  inhibitions 
about  working  with  Negroes.  With  evangelical  zeal,  he 
preaches  screening  and  drainage  to  cut  the  malaria  toll 
in  Bolivar  County  in  the  Mississippi  Delta  region.  He 
and  his  small  staff  of  ten  people  conduct  ten  free  clinics 
a  week  which  treat  from  600  to  2,000  people. 

The  Confession  of  a  Scientist 

Dr.  Einstein,  the  great  German-Jewish  scientist,  who 
has  through  his  life  been  an  enemy  of  the  Christian 
church,  now  confesses  an  utter  change  in  his  feeling. 
He  said  that  he  looked  first  to  the  university,  then  to 
the  press,  and  finally  to  individual  writers  to  defend 
freedom  of  life,  but  all  have  failed.  In  his  own  words, 
he  "never  before  had  an  interest  in  the  church.  I  hated 
it  and  spoke  against  it,  but  now  I  feel  a  great  affection 
and  admiration,  because  it  alone  has  had  the  courage 
and  persistence  to  stand  for  intellectual  truth  and  mor- 
al freedom.  I  am  forced  to  confess  that  what  I  once 
despised,  I  now  praise  unreservedly." 

Pastors  in  Hospitals 

From  the  annual  meeting  in  Boston  of  the  American 
Protestant  Hospital  Association  comes  this  significant 
statement  concerning  religious  work  in  hospitals:  "In 
these  great  modern  institutions  where  our  sick  and  suf- 
fering and  dying  congregate,  we  recognize  that  there  is 
much  which  goes  beyond  the  realm  of  the  physical.  The 
clergyman  in  his  ministry  to  the  sick  and  the  dying  is 
concerned  with  aiding  in  the  recovery  of  health  in  any 
way  he  can.  .  .  .  The  minister  can  be  given  opportuni- 
ties and  obligations  which  will  enable  him  to  interpret 
the  spiritual  care  of  the  patient  in  such  a  way  as  to  in- 
fuse new  life  into  a  vital  truth  to  which  all  too  often 
only  genuflections  are  made." 

This  is  as  suggestive  to  the  minister  who  makes  calls 
in  the  hospital  as  it  is  to  the  full-time  or  part-time  hos- 
pital chaplains. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  June  15 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Progress  in  World  Missions. — 
Acts  13:44-52;  Gal.  3:26-29.  Golden  Text,  "For  ye  are 
all  sons  of  God,  through  faith,  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Gal.  3: 
26). 

Christian  Workers,  Alcohol  and  the  Christian  Life. 

B.  Y.  P.  D„  Our  Group — A  Christian  Fellowship. 

Intermediates,  Meet  the  World— In  Print. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Tyrone  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Fresno  church,  Calif. 

Two  confessions  in  the  Loon  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Thirteen  received  in  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Poplar  Grove  church,  Southern 
Ohio. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio,  Frank  Eby, 
pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Lost  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Oscar  R. 
Fike,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Yel- 
low Creek  church,  Ind. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Rockingham  church,  Mo.,  Bro.  X. 
L.  Coppock,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bermudian  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J.  A. 
Buffenmyer,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Toledo  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Ziegler,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Amaranth  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jesse 
W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Syracuse  church,  Ind.,  Sister 
Goldie  Killion,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Quakertown  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Stonerstown  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Mechanic  Grove  church,  Pa., 
Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized,  four  awaiting  baptism  and  three  re- 
ceived by  letter  in  the  Windber  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Columbus  churchy  Ohio,  the  late 
Bro.  Charles  Essick  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Iowa  River  church,  Iowa,  Brother 
and  Sister  H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  evangelists;  Bro.  J.  A.  Eby, 
pastor. 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  Rollins  in  the  Camp  Creek  church, 
111.,  June  30. 

Bro.  Ivan  Fetterman,  the  pastor,  in  the  Montgomery 
church,  July  6. 


Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  in  the  Tyrone 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  26. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  in  the  Limestone 
church,  Tenn.,  Dec.  1-14. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  in  the  Sugar  Val- 
ley congregation,  Pa.,  July  27  to  Aug.  10. 

Bro.  Oscar  R.  Fike  of  Airpoint,  Va.,  in  the  Mt.  Union 
house,  Copper  Hill  congregation,  Va.,  June  8-22. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Hol- 
singer  house,  Woodbury  congregation,  Pa.,  June  16-29; 
in  the  Onego  church,  W.  Va.,  July  7-20. 

•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Max  Hartsough,  who  has  been  with  the  Paint 
Creek  church  of  Southeastern  Kansas,  is  now  serving  the 
Belleville  church  of  Northwestern  Kansas.  His  address 
is  changed  from  Redfield  to  Belleville,  Kans.,  R.  2. 

Bro.  P.  L.  Huffaker,  director  of  music  in  the  Hagers- 
town  church  of  Middle  Maryland,  has  accepted  a  call  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  Spring  Run  church  of  Middle  Penn- 
sylvania. He  takes  up  the  work  there  July  1.  His  new 
address  will  be  McVeytown,  Pa. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  friends  on  their  way  to  the  Con- 
ference, Harry  Royer  and  wife,  Nathan  Dubble  and 
wife,  gave  the  Publishing  House  an  extra  early  Satur- 
day morning  call.  This  was  made  possible  through  the 
courtesy  of  their  host,  Secretary  Earl  Kurtz. 

Pastor  Moyne  Landis  of  the  Spring  Creek  church  of 
Middle  Indiana  and  Bro.  Byron  Miller,  the  latter  a  first- 
time  visitor  at  the  Publishing  House  and  the  former  al- 
most— he  had  not  been  here  for  twenty-five  years — 
were  Monday  callers  at  the  Messenger  offices. 

Bro.  Paul  Mohler,  formerly  active  in  the  evangelistic 
field,  has  recently  interested  many  audiences  with  his 
blackboard  presentations  of  Christian  truth.  Other 
churches  may  wish  to  know  that  he  is  open  to  engage- 
ment for  kingdom  service.  Address  him  at  2280  White 
Ave.,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer,  after  serving  the  Lost  Creek 
church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania  for  over  eight  years, 
has  accepted  a  call  from  the  Alliance  church  of  Northeast- 
ern Ohio.  He  will  have  time  for  two  revival  meetings 
elsewhere  each  year.  His  new  address  is  1120  S.  Free- 
dom Ave.,  Alliance,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Levi  Minnich's  little  history  of  the  Painter  Creek 
church  tells  how  Philip  Younce,  Southern  Ohio  pioneer 
preacher,  with  his  good  horse  Barney  swam  the  over- 
flowing stream,  dried  his  clothes  by  the  log  fire  in  Bro. 
Jacob  Stauffer's  home,  preached  next  morning  accord- 
ing to  previous  announcement,  returning  home  in  the 
afternoon.  Preaching  engagements  were  regarded  as 
important.  They  tried  to  keep  them. 
©  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Rockton,  Bethel  and  Greenville  churches  will 
have  a  joint  love  feast,  June  29,  at  7:30  P.  M.  at  the 
Rockton  church. 
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The  Fruila  church  of  Colorado  would  be  glad  if  some 
of  the  brethren  who  labor  in  word  and  doctrine  would 
stop  and  minister  to  the  people  there  on  their  way  to  or 
from  the  La  Verne  Conference.  Inquire  for  Paul  Henry 
at  Fruita,  Colo. 

The  Summer  Camps  list  in  the  Messenger  for  May  31 
may  be  brought  up  to  date  by  adding  Camp  Hope,  Hem- 
lock, W.  Va.,  Robert  Byrd,  Junior,  W.  Va.,  with  the 
young  people  and  intermediates  meeting  July  28 — Aug. 
2.  There  is  also  a  correction  in  the  date  for  the  Youth 
Leadership  camp  at  Bethel — July  7  to  14  instead  of  July 
7  to  10. 

This  Is  the  Victory  is  the  title  of  a  new  book  by  Les- 
lie D.  Weatherhead  which  has  just  been  placed  on  the 
Gish  list  and  is  now  available  to  ministers  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  The  regular  price  is  $2.00;  the  Gish 
price  is  $1.00.  It  will  be  listed  as  number  283.  See 
About  Books  in  this  issue  of  the  Messenger  for  a  re- 
view of  this  volume. 

The  children  of  the  Fairview  Sunday  school  in  the 
Unity  congregation  of  Northern  Virginia  decided  to 
give  up  their  Christmas  treat  of  candy  and  let  that 
money  be  used  to  get  bowls  of  soup  for  children  in  the 
war-stricken  countries.  One  child  in  the  Beginners' 
class  made  this  remark,  "But  why  can't  we  send  them 
candy  instead  of  soup?  I  think  they  would  like  candy 
at  Christmas  time." 

One  of  our  church  leaders  with  more  than  fifty  years 

of  experience  came  across  this  in  his  reading:     "There 

are   congregations    that   seem   to   feel   that   they   must 

change  pastors  every  time  there  is  a  disagreement  in  the 

official  board,   or  when  some  of  the  leading  members 

quit  coming  to  church.     And  there  are  preachers  who 

try  to  still  the  troubled  waters  by  changing  churches. 

All  this  is  like  trying  to  meet  the  mosquito  problem  by 

moving  to  the  other  side  of  the  pond  where  the  insects 

are  living." 

•       •       • 

About  the  Zamzam  Missionaries 

Cable  from  Mary  Alice  Engel,  received  June  6,  from 
Lisbon,  Portugal,  says:  "All  well.  Money  sufficient  for 
present.  Baggage  lost.  State  department  insisting  re- 
turn to  America.  Time  indefinite.  Notify  relatives. 
Address  American  Consulate,  Lisbon."  This  was  in  re- 
ply to  a  cable  from  the  office  of  the  Mission  Board  seek- 
ing such  information,  which  was  sent  about  twenty  hours 
earlier.  As  long  as  they  were  in  German  occupied 
France  communications  were  difficult  and  only  possible 
through  the  State  Department. 

A  letter  from  the  State  Department  at  Washington  on 
same  date  says  all  119  Americans  arriving  at  Lisbon  are 
well,  including  the  three  nurses  sent  to  Africa  under  our 
own  church.  These  were  Mary  A.  Engel,  Ruth  E.  Utz 
and  Sylvia  M.  Oiness.  Also  that  the  Department  is  ar- 
ranging sailings  to  America  from  Lisbon  on  the  Amer- 
ican Export  ships,  with  prior  privilege  for  space  for 
those  American  passengers;  but  even  this  may  still  mean 
delay  as  ships  are  few  for  such  purposes.  Every  effort 
has  been  made  to  have  them  proceed  to  Africa,  or  trans- 
fer to  relief  work  in  Europe;  at  either  place  they  could 
be  of  so  much  service  and  are  much  needed;  but  our 
government  refuses  to  validate  visas  for  that  purpose 
from  that  area  on  account  of  passing  through  combat 
areas  en  route.  We  rejoice  in  their  safety  and  thank 
God  for  their  deliverance  and  trust  for  a  safe  voyage 
home;  since  it  is  impossible  to  proceed  to  Africa  from 
there.  C.  D. B. 


Gkcut  Booh 


The  Story  of  Our  Church.  J.  E.  Miller.  Brethren 
Publishing  House,  1941.     190  pages.     $1.25. 

Pastors  and  other  church  leaders  have  felt  a  need  for 
a  book  which  would  present  in  a  simple  and  compre- 
hensive manner  the  story  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
tell  something  about  its  organization,  recount  the  story 
of  its  institutions  and  set  forth  its  general  point  of  view. 
Brother  Miller's  recent  book  does  all  of  that  for  us.  The 
church's  beginnings  in  Germany  are  shown  as  a  natural 
result  of  the  widespread  unrest  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. The  removal  of  the  church  to  Pennsylvania  and 
its  subsequent  growth  and  spread  within  the  colony  are 
traced,  each  major  movement  of  that  period  being  shown 
in  its  proper  historical  setting  under  the  leadership 
available.  The  spread  of  the  church  southward  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  westward  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  is 
traced  briefly,  each  state  in  which  there  are  now  Breth- 
ren churches  being  taken  in  turn.  Various  chapters  deal 
with  Annual  Conference,  district  meeting,  our  printing 
ventures  and  publications,  mission  and  relief  activities, 
and  educational  development.  The  chapter  on  Our 
Heritage  is  especially  appealing,  touching  such  items  as 
our  rural  background,  family  life,  the  dignity  of  toil,  fel- 
lowship and  peace. 

The  book  is  written  to  appeal  to  young  people  and  is 
therefore  certain  to  appeal  to  all  ages.  It  is  suitable  for 
individual  reading  and  for  study  in  groups  such  as 
Christian  Workers,  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  camp,  etc.  Coming  from 
one  whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  various  phases  of 
our  church's  life  and  work,  and  being  written  with  in- 
sight and  sympathy,  this  book  will  play  a  useful  part 
in  the  church  that  both  the  author  and  we  know  best 
and  love  most. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

This  Is  the  Victory.  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead.  Abing- 
don-Cokesbury,  1941.     276  pages.     $2.00. 

Writing  from  bomb-shattered,  suffering  London  amid 
the  crash  of  man-made  philosophies  along  with  man- 
made  buildings,  the  minister  of  the  City  Temple  gives 
us  in  somewhat  revised  form  the  substance  of  a  group  of 
sermons  on  the  text,  "This  is  the  victory  that  overcom- 
eth  the  world,  even  our  faith"  (1  John  5:4).  He  de- 
clares that  war  is  wrong  and  contrary  to  the  will  and 
spirit  of  Christ,  but  he  doesn't  see  how  England  could 
avoid  fighting  this  war,  hoping  through  victory  to  check 
the  evil  that  produced  it  but  recognizing  that  war  can- 
not eradicate  that  evil.  Although  confident  of  England's 
military  victory  he  sees  the  only  final  and  decisive  vic- 
tory to  be  the  victory  of  faith,  which  alone  can  over- 
come and  eradicate  evil.  But  he  further  states  that 
though  England  should  be  defeated,  his  own  faith  in 
God  would  remain  unshaken,  for  God  might  be  able  to 
use  a  humble,  defeated  nation  for  his  purposes  better 
than  he  could  a  proud,  victorious  people.  The  eight 
chapters  of  Part  I  deal  with  Our  Faith,  and  show  the 
essentials  of  real  faith  in  God.  In  Part  II  he  lists  in  as 
many  chapters  five  allies  of  faith — beauty,  humor,  pa- 
tience, hope,  truth.  The  three  chapters  of  Part  III  deal 
with  faith's  forward  look — faith  in  the  church  eternal, 
in  the  church  of  tomorrow,  and  in  the  new  world.  Al- 
though one  regrets  the  author's  inability  to  reach  the 
out-and-out  pacifist  position,  yet  one  appreciates  deeply 
the  achievements  of  mind  and  soul  displayed  in  these 
chapters.  One  need  not  accept  every  detail  of  the  au- 
thor's position  to  profit  immensely  from  a  thoughtful 
study  of  this  book. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


Home 
Enrichment 


BY  MRS.  HAROLD  ROW 


The  picture  in  the  parlors  at 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  was 
painted  to  represent  the  old 
Dunker  home. 


In  the  parlor  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  hangs  the 
picture  of  the  Old  Dunker  Home.  The  godly  father  and 
mother  sit  before  a  friendly  fireside — the  father  with 
the  open  Bible  in  his  hands  reading  to  his  good  wife  as 
her  fingers  are  busily  engaged  with  her  knitting.  Stal- 
wart Christian  character  and  real  piety  are  portrayed  in 
their  faces.  The  class  of  1931  of  the  seminary  gave  this 
gift  to  the  seminary — a  gift  symbolizing  our  rich  Breth- 
ren heritage. 

The  picture  hanging  in  the  Brethren  parlor  of  the 
Dunker  home  of  the  past  is  not  the  Dunker  home  of  to- 
day. For  not  only  have  times  changed,  but  homes  and 
people  have  changed  too.  The  outward  circumstances 
of  our  community,  of  our  nation,  and  of  our  world  have 
made  these  changes  necessary.  It  is  quite  fitting  then, 
that  such  a  gift  be  placed  to  remind  our  church  leaders 
as  they  receive  their  training,  not  only  of  our  Brethren 
heritage,  but  that  the  home  is  the  central  problem  in 
our  religious  work  today. 

The  home  is  the  smallest  social  unit  of  democracy  and 
as  such  is  its  fundamental  unit.  Our  homes  have 
changed  from  the  patriarchal  type  of  home,  where  the 
father  ruled  with  an  iron  hand,  to  the  democratic  type 
where  each  member  of  the  family  has  the  opportunity 
of  self-expression.  If  our  democracy  fails  at  all  it  will 
fail  first  of  all  in  the  home. 

The  home  from  its  beginning  has  been  the  first  and 
most  fundamental  unit  of  society.  It  was  the  first  eco- 
nomic unit  where  crops  were  raised  and  materials  pro- 
duced— having  its  own  butcher  and  baker.  It  was  the 
first  religious  center.  Hebrew  religion  centered  in  the 
home  as  did  colonial  American  religion.  It  was  the  first 
educational  institution;  and  biologically  it  was  and  is 
the  primary  unit.  So  we  can  safely  say  that  the  home 
was  a  social  order  in  miniature. 

Henry  Van  Dyke  in  his  Home  as  a  Nation  Builder 
gives  three  factors  which  control  the  development  of 
national  character — the  home,  the  state,  the  church.  He 
says,  "The  home  comes  first  because  it  is  the  seed  plot 
and  nursery  of  virtue.  A  noble  nation  of  ignoble  house- 


holds is  impossible.     Our  greatest  peril  today  is  in  the 
decline  of  domestic  morality,  discipline  and  piety." 

George  Walter  Fiske,  the  great  home  writer,  says  he 
is  convinced  that  our  greatest  distinction  in  America  is 
not  our  wealth  or  our  industrial  supremacy,  but  our 
Christian  family  life.  He  learned  this  truth  from  his 
Japanese  students  who  compared  our  American  Chris- 
tian home  to  the  sacred  mountain  of  Japan,  Fujiyama. 
America's  Fujiyama  is  the  Christian  home.  This  is 
America's  highest  challenge! 

The  church  awakened  to  find  the  home  its  most 
precious  possession  only  when  it  had  almost  lost  it. 
"The  future  of  the  church,"  says  Fiske,  "depends  upon 
keeping  family  religion  alive."  The  late  Calvin  Cool- 
idge  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  "the  greatest  need  of 
America  is  religion — the  religion  that  centers  in  the 
home."  We  who  have  come  from  good  Christian  homes 
know  their  value  and  we  should  try  to  preserve  the 
best  they  represent. 

We  are  all  conscious  of  the  transition  taking  place. 
Our  homes  are  no  longer  the  economic  unit,  no  longer 
do  they  act  as  the  educational  institution,  nor  does  re- 
ligion center  as  firmly  in  them  as  of  old.  Our  ma- 
chine age  is  responsible  for  new  systems  of  transporta- 
tion, new  inventions  in  machinery,  a  new  kind  of  de- 
pression, the  motion  picture  industry,  the  radio,  and  the 
changed  status  of  the  liquor  traffic.  With  all  of  our  con- 
veniences have  come  many  hard  problems.  It  is  a  com- 
plex age  in  which  we  live.  Dahlberg  in  his  book,  Youth 
and  the  Homes  of  Tomorrow,  tells  of  a  high  school  as- 
sembly speaker  who  was  speaking  of  the  complexity 
of  our  life  today.  He  wanted  to  know  if  we  would  be 
conscious  of  change  if  everything  would  expand  to  twice 
its  size  through  the  night  and  we  would  expand  the 
same  amount.  He  made  his  point  thus,  "We  have  twice 
the  complex  environment,  but  we  also  have  twice  the 
opportunities  for  culture  and  knowledge  with  which  to 
match  it.  Let  us  make  sure  that  the  expansion  of  the 
inner  personality  is  kept  equal  to  the  expansion  of  the 
outward  world.    If  we  have  a  vision  let's  live  by  it." 
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The  home  is  the  place  where  attitudes  and  tastes  are 
formed.  A  child  whose  mother  is  an  excellent  cook  and 
knows  how  to  serve  attractively  is  sharply  conscious  of 
poorly  cooked  and  uninvitingly  served  foods.  This  sim- 
ple illustration  holds  true  for  all  of  life.  A  child  is  con- 
ditioned by  the  experiences  he  has  had  in  childhood. 
The  first  five  years  determine  the  pattern  which  may  be 
modified  in  later  years  at  the  expense  of  continuous 
growth.  Olive  Schreiner  realized  the  importance  of 
these  early  years  when  she  said,  "The  souls  of  little 
children  are  marvelously  tender  and  delicate  things  and 
keep  forever  the  shadow  which  first  falls  upon  them — 
their  mother." 

There  is  a  new  emphasis  on  the  home  and  the  train- 
ing for  homemakers  today.  Marriage  and  home  courses 
are  the  most  popular  ones  in  camps,  conferences  and  in- 
stitutes. Ministers  are  counseling  with  young  people 
who  are  thinking  of  marriage  and  the  young  people  are 
very  eager  for  any  help  they  can  get.  Many  of  our 
women's  groups  are  doing  much  along  this  line.  It 
seems  to  be  an  especially  unique  opportunity  for  us  to 
put  our  forces  back  of  this  new  emphasis. 

Since  the  home  influence  is  all-important  let  us  be 
sure  that  we  begin  in  our  own  homes  to  create  an  en- 
riched atmosphere.  By  atmosphere  I  mean  the  total  life 
of  the  home,  its  words,  its  moods,  its  chance  reflections 
of  inner  attitude,  and  its  nameless  and  unremembered 
acts.  A  child  remembers  only  a  few  of  the  outstanding 
events  of  its  early  life — perhaps  the  happiest  or  the  sad- 
dest. It  is  the  sum  total  of  the  home  atmosphere  around 
him  that  makes  the  lasting  impression. 

Some  practical  suggestions  for  creating  a  religious 
home  atmosphere  would  be: 

1.  A  vital,  personal  religious  experience  for  the  par- 
ents. 

2.  A  happy  relationship  between  members  of  the 
family,  and  especially  parents. 

3.  There  should  be  regularity,  order,  quiet  and  beauty 
in  home  management. 

4.  Good  music,  art  and  drama  can  do  much  to  enrich 
home  atmosphere. 

5.  Good  conversation  should  be  cultivated. 


Home 

Selected  by  Eliza  B.  Miller,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

But  where  to  find  that  happiest  spot  below, 
Who  can  direct,  when  all  pretend  to  know? 
The  shuddering  tenant  of  the  frigid  zone 
Boldly  proclaims  that  happiest  spot  his  own; 
Extols  the  treasures  of  his  stormy  seas, 
And  his  long  nights  of  revelry  and  ease. 
The  naked  Negro,  panting  at  the  line, 
Boasts  of  his  golden  sands  and  palmy  wine; 
Basks  in  the  glare,  or  stems  the  tepid  wave, 
And  thanks  his  gods  for  all  the  good  they  gave. 
Such  is  the  patriot's  boast,  where'er  we  roam. 
His  first,  best  country,  ever  is  at  home; 
And  yet,  perhaps,  if  countries  we  compare 
And  estimate  the  blessings  which  they  share, 
Though  patriots  flatter,  still  shall  vision  find 
An  equal  portion  dealt  to  all  mankind; 
As  different  good,  by  art  or  nature  given 
To  different  nations  makes  their  blessings  even. 

— Oliver  Goldsmith. 


6.  The  realization  that  family  devotions  are  essential. 

The  least  we  as  women  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
can  do  is  to  study  the  problems  facing  the  home  today 
and  try  to  display  a  sympathetic  understanding  to  our 
young  people.  We  must  face  the  facts  and  see  through 
the  situations  so  that  we  can  offer  wise  and  safe  counsel. 
Much  literature  is  on  the  market  for  our  use — and  good 
literature  too. 

Then  more  important,  we  should  definitely  plan  to 
fellowship  with  the  younger  groups  of  the  church  and 
the  community.  Plan  many  activities  for  mothers  and 
daughters.  There  may  be  study  groups,  planned  meet- 
ings, banquets,  socials — or  relief  work  for  suffering  Eu- 
rope or  the  Orient.  Let  us  work  hard  that  a  finer  un- 
derstanding may  be  built  up  between  our  mothers  of  to- 
day and  our  mothers  of  tomorrow. 

I  should  like  to  see  another  artist's  portrayal  of  a 
Dunker  home.  This  time  in  a  modern  setting,  but  this 
time  as  in  the  first  preserving  the  ideals  of  purity,  sim- 
plicity, industry,  and  unselfish  helpfulness  and  friendli- 
ness— our  real  Brethren  heritage.  But  better  still,  I 
should  like  to  see  many  living  pictures  of  the  Dunker 
home  continue  to  bless  this  land  of  ours. 

Richmond,  Va. 


The  Measure  of  Life 

BY  DONNA  GRACE  PRICKETT 
A  First  Place  Oration  in   a  W.  C  T.  U.  Contest 

"Life  is  not  a  goblet  to  be  drained,  but  a  measure  to  be 
filled."  And  yet  today  millions  of  empty  beer  cans, 
whisky  bottles,  and  cocktail  glasses  bear  mute — and 
very  often  not  mute  but  horribly  destructive — testimony 
to  the  vain  efforts  of  hordes  of  people  to  "drain  the  gob- 
let dry."  Society  as  a  whole,  and  we  as  individuals,  can- 
not ignore  the  enormous  loss  of  life,  and  the  loss  of  fac- 
ulties that  make  life  worse  than  death,  that  result  when 
alcohol  takes  the  wheel.  We  shudder  at  the  mis- 
ery and  suffering  in  families  where  alcohol  saps  the 
lifeblood  and  eats  the  very  heart  out  of  the  home.  And 
we  experience  an  acute  sensation  of  revulsion  when 
we  pass  what  was  once  a  man — but  reeking  with  the 
fumes  of  liquor.  We  recognize  and  bitingly  denounce 
these  guilty  individuals  for  their  menace  to  society,  for 
their  attempts  to  drain  the  goblet  at  the  expense  of  the 
rest  of  us. 

However,  we  are  prone  to  disregard  a  condition  and  a 
philosophy  that  I  believe  are  even  more  damning  to  hu- 
manity than  are  the  apparent  overt  consequences  of 
extreme  alcoholism.  We  condone — or  at  least  ignore — 
the  moderate  drinker,  the  so-called  respectable  drinker, 
failing  to  realize  that  here  indeed  is  a  greater,  more 
insidious  poison  to  our  young  people  than  is  the  obvious 
drunkard  of  whom  we  can  make  a  pointed  example. 

No  one  can  deny  the  evils  of  alcohol  when  confronted 
with  the  deplorable  conditions  I  have  already  cited,  but 
the  danger  comes  when  a  young  person  points  to  Busi- 
nessman Smith  or  Mayor  Jones  and  says,  "He  takes  a 
drink  now  and  then,  he  and  his  wife  give  cocktail  par- 
ties, and  they  are  respected  citizens."  Yes,  the  young 
person  may  even  say,  "They  are  church  members!" 
Such  people  are  undermining  the  strength  of  the  men 
and  women  of  tomorrow;  they  are  "draining  the  goblet" 
and  leaving  only  the  dregs  for  the  coming  generation. 

Because  this  is  true,  I  am  not  so  concerned  about  the 
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evils  of  alcoholism,  for  I  believe  they  are  obvious;  but  I 
am  vitally  concerned  about  the  philosophy  of  life  which 
is  back  of  so-called  respectable  drinking.  There  are 
three  main  reasons  for  drinking  liquors,  and  collectively 
or  individually  they  form  a  degenerate  philosophy  that 
will  completely  demoralize,  disintegrate,  and  destroy 
our  civilization. 

"Everyone  does  it,"  "It's  the  smart  thing  to  do,"  "Why, 
we'd  be  socially  ostracized  from  our  set  if  we  didn't 
drink,"  or  "You're  a  sissy  if  you  don't  drink."  How  often 
have  we  heard  these  words  that  represent  the  first  step 
in  the  philosophy  that  is  gnawing  at  the  vitals  of  Amer- 
ican life.  Spineless,  jellyfish  individuals,  who  are  afraid 
to  think  for  themselves,  afraid  to  have  minds  of  their 
own,  repeat  these  excuses  in  parrotlike  fashion  and  con- 
tinue to  deprive  themselves  and  others  of  the  full  meas- 
ure of  life. 

Has  the  day  of  rugged  individualism  passed?  Are 
we  afraid  to  stand  on  our  own  feet?  What  a  dreary, 
dismal  picture  of  the  future  must  be  ours  if  this  weak- 
kneed,  passive,  conformist  philosophy  is  allowed  to 
throttle  the  young  blood,  the  pioneer  spirit  of  youth! 
We  are  not  less  capable  than  preceding  generations.  We 
have  the  potentialities  of  a  Washington,  a  Lincoln,  or  an 
Edison,  if  we  will  but  dare  to  be  different.  We  must 
not  allow  ourselves  to  be  pushed  around  by  an  unthink- 
ing mob.  Let  us  throw  off  the  shackles,  of  this  "every- 
body does  it"  philosophy.  Let  us  be  vital,  dynamic 
forces  in  society,  rather  than  putty  that  is  trampled  into 
the  conventional  mold.  Only  thus  can  we  find  the  true 
meaning  of  life,  cease  "draining  the  goblet,"  and  begin 
to  make  our  contribution  to  a  fuller,  richer  life  for  all. 

The  second  fundamental  evil  of  which  drinking  is 
only  a  surface  manifestation  is  the  incessant  desire  for 
new  thrills,  the  feeling  that  life  has  lost  all  zest,  and 
that  artificial  stimulation  is  needed.  The  more  we  at- 
tempt to  revive  a  jaded  interest  in  life  by  the  use  of 
strong  drink,  the  less  opportunity  there  is  of  success, 
for  the  more  we  attempt  to  stimulate  an  appetite  with 
strong  drinks  the  less  possibility  there  is  for  a  natural, 
normal  reaction. 

Are  we  invalids  that  must  be  tempted  with  fancy 
foods  that  eventually  do  us  more  harm  than  good;  or  are 
we  virile,  red-blooded  young  people  with  a  zest  for 
living  and  a  determination  to  win,  no  matter  what  the 
odds  against  us?  Life  is  humorous  and  exciting;  it  is 
full  of  genuine  thrills  and  all  sorts  of  experiences.  So  let 
us  not  lean  on  alcohol  or  other  artificial  stimulants,  but 
expect  great  things  of  life  and  attempt  great  things  for 
life.  And  also,  when  we  selfishly  "drain  the  goblet" 
for  a  passing  thrill  there  is  no  way  of  refilling  it;  but  if 
we  give  and  share  with  others  we  have  a  wealth  of 
genuine  thrills  that  heaps  the  measure  to  overflowing, 
and  our  kindnesses  return  to  us  a  hundredfold. 

The  last  phase  of  this  philosophy  that  underlies  the 
drink  habit  is  a  defeatist,  an  escapist  attitude  toward 
life.  If  a  man  drinks  not  because  it  is  the  smart  thing 
to  do,  or  because  he  needs  it  to  put  "pep"  back  into 
life,  then  often  it  is  that  he  is  not  strong  enough  to  face 
life,  and  he  seeks  refuge  in  drink. 

Are  we  lacking  in  moral  courage,  rationality,  and 
vigorous  manliness  and  womanliness  that  all  we  can 
do  is  retreat  into  a  drunken  stupor  until  the  game  of 
life  is  played?  Are  we  willing  to  be  failures,  weaklings, 
sissies  if  you  please?  Or  will  we  straighten  our  should- 
ers and  meet  life  squarely? 


I  believe  this  is  a  real  challenge  to  young  people.  We 
are  aware  of  the  untold  suffering  caused  by  alcoholism, 
but  it  is  this  pernicious,  vicious  philosophy  behind  re- 
spectable drinking  to  which  we  must  turn  our  attention. 
Let  us  begin  to  eradicate  the  evil  at  its  source  rather 
than  by  simply  removing  the  surface  evidence  of  it.  Let 
us  as  young  people  refuse  to  be  victims  of  this  spineless, 
boneless,  weak-kneed,  jelly-fish  philosophy.  Let  us 
completely  and  absolutely  refuse  to  "drain  the  goblet" 
in  a  selfish,  greedy,  and  destructive  manner.  Let  us 
stand  on  our  own  feet,  have  the  courage  of  our  convic- 
tions, the  optimism  and  enthusiasm  of  youth,  and  live 
dynamic,  positive  lives  that  will  add  to  the  measure  cf 
life  for  everybody.  We  accept  the  challenge  and  will 
live  the  motto,  "Life  is  not  a  goblet  to  be  drained,  but  a 
measure  to  be  filled." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Mcmlife  .  .  .  Godlife 

BY  PAUL  MOHLER 

Mcmlife  was  strong  in  pagan  ages; 
Mankind  advanced  by  mighty  stages. 
Fair  homes  were  built,  both  small  and  great, 
With  temple  and  school,  city  and  state. 

But  manlife  was  greedy,  selfish  and  proud. 
Justice  was  applauded,  but  seldom  allowed 
To  restrain  the  oppressors — the  rich  and  the  strong. 
Too  often  the  ways  of  manlife  are  wrong. 

When   resentment  and   envy  give   strength  to   the 

weak, 
Manlife  that  suffers  is  not  always  meek. 
Fierce  action  destroys  what  oppressors  have  built. 
Vast  ruins  now  lie  under  sand,  under  silt. 

So  manlife  builds  values  with  right  or  with  wrong. 
With  opposing  directors,  one  never  builds  strong. 
Too  often  is  ruined  in  passion  and  strife 
The  good  that  is  built  by  the  best  of  manlife. 

Is  manlife  the  best  that  our  world  can  afford? 
In  all  the  vast  universe,  is  there  no  Overlord? 
Just  once,  One  has  come  with  a  new  way  of  living. 
Just  One,  there  has  come,  not  for  getting,  but  giving. 

This   One  came  with  speech  such  as  never  man 

spoke. 
This  One  came  with  power  and  with  action  that 

broke 
The  bonds  with  which  selfishness  shackles  our  race. 
This  One  changes  lives  by  his  own  loving  grace. 

This  One  came  with  Life — Life-of-God  for  in  man — 
To  change  human  nature  as  only  God  can. 
This  One  is  at  work,  even  now  in  our  day 
Through  everyone  willing  to  work  in  his  way- 
Deep  desire  in  the  heart  always  brings  this  life  in. 
It  attunes  one  with  God  and  overcomes  sin. 
Offers  goodwill  on  earth  and  heaven  above. 
Discarding  old  manlife  for  Godlife  and  love 
Pasadena,  Calif. 
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As  the  picture  shows,  the  story  was 
an  interesting  one.  Photo  by  E.  G. 
Hoff. 


An 

Impressive 

Service 


By  I.  S.  Long,  Pastor  First  Church, 
Baltimore,  Maryland. 


There  are  kinds  and  kinds  of  services,  some  beautiful 
and  winsome,  and  some  otherwise.  In  certain  devo- 
tional hours  one's  soul  is  lifted  up  to  the  gates  of  Para- 
dise. When  a  little  child  is  dedicated  to  God  our  hearts 
fill  with  praise  that  parents  are  so  vitally  interested  in 
the  little  life  entrusted  to  them.  When  two  young  peo- 
ple of  good  character,  both  of  whom  love  the  Lord  sin- 
cerely and  love  each  other  with  all  their  hearts,  stand 
before  a  minister  and  vow  love  and  devotion  "till  death 
do  us  part,"  our  hearts  say,  "Beautiful!"  When  250  or 
more  serious-minded  and  spiritual  folks  sit  around  the 
table  of  the  Lord  in  solemn  worship  of  him  whose  body 
was  broken  and  whose  blood  was  shed  on  the  cross,  and 
in  the  breaking  of  the  bread  and  the  drinking  of  the 
cup  "do  show  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come,"  folks  look- 
ing on  are  always  deeply  impressed. 

But  there  is  one  service  or  rite  of  our  faith  which  may 
not  be  impressive,  at  least  if  we  are  not  careful  to  make 
it  so.  Folks  looking  on  are  not  always  favorably  im- 
pressed. Very  derogatory  remarks  are  made  at  times, 
even  out  loud.  It  was  near  Thanksgiving  Day,  on  a 
cold  November  day,  and  many  were  being  baptized  in  a 
river.  Two  ministers  were  officiating,  and  seemed  in  a 
hurry  to  get  it  over  with.  Folks  on  the  bank  were 
heard  to  say,  "I  wouldn't  do  one  of  my  hogs  that  way." 

But  on  a  cold  day,  and  under  other  unfavorable  cir- 
cumstances, the  rite  may  be  made  impressive.  Ten 
young  people  were  taken  to  the  river  for  baptism.  The 
river  had  risen  and  the  waters  were  muddy.  From  in 
the  water  the  minister  told  a  large  audience  of  the  dif- 
ficulties, and  yet  that  the  rite  of  baptism  is  of  God.  He 
asked  every  one  to  be  sympathetic  and  reverent.  Al- 
though he  had  difficulty  in  keeping  the  ladies  from  be- 
ing washed  out  from  under  his  hands,  yet  there  was  not 
a  whisper  from  folks  on  the  bank.  The  Spirit  of  God 
was  present. 

Were  you  ever  present  with  a  large  group  in  church 
when  the  minister  in  baptizing  did  it  so  rapidly  and 
with  such  pressure  that  you  heard  loud  splashing  and 
dashing  of  water?  Or  have  you  been  present  when 
some  were  baptized  with  great  difficulty?  There  was 
no  uplift  in  such  a  service. 


One  night  some  years  ago  I  saw  a  pastor  baptize  about 
fifteen  people.  He  was  calm  and  confident.  He  said 
"Upon  your  confession  of  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

as  Savior,  sister I  baptize  you  into  the  name  of 

the  Father,"  and  he  gently  bowed  the  candidate  under 
the  water,  and  there  was  a  mere  ripple  of  water,  but  no 
noise.  I  said  to  myself,  "Glorious!  The  angels  must 
smile  upon  this  service."  I  noted  that  every  candidate 
went  through  the  rite  gladly  and  was  happy  afterwards. 

If  taken  into  water  reaching  to  the  arm  pits  when 
kneeling,  and  the  candidate  is  assured  of  no  harm  what- 
soever, but  urged  to  receive  the  Lord  as  Savior  in  this 
rite,  there  need  be  no  scenes,  no  jumping  up:  but  it 
may  be  a  genuine  delight  to  both  candidate  and  on- 
looker. 

There  is  an  art  in  baptizing,  and  every  minister  ought 
to  know  this  art.  Let  this  moment  in  the  life  of  the 
candidate  be  one  never  to  be  forgotten,  the  moment 
when  his  sins  are  forgiven  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy 
One  comes  down!  I  enjoy  no  other  compliment  so 
much  as  when  after  I  have  led  people  to  my  Master  in 
baptism,  onlookers  remark,  "It  was  a  most  impressive 
service." 


WORSHIP 


Wisdom  and  Folly  in  Religion 


An  excerpt  from  Joseph  Haroutunian's  book  so  entitled.  Se- 
lected by  V.  F.  Schwalm,  McPherson,  Kans. 

The  quest  for  direct  visual  and  auditory  stimuli,  re- 
quiring minimum  belief  in  "the  living  God,"  makes  the 
usual  Protestant  service  of  hymn-singing,  scripture- 
reading,  praying,  and  sermonizing  quite  unsatisfactory. 
These  ordinary  elements  of  the  traditional  Protestant 
church  service  require  attention,  understanding,  and 
conviction.  We  want  to  feel  religious.  We  want  a  tech- 
nique of  worship  which  will  give  us  spiritual  experience 
without  disturbing  our  minds  or  our  consciences  too 
much.  We  are  now  trying  to  work  out  set  prayers, 
chanted  responses  and  the  like  which,  once  one  gets 
used  to  them,  are  inspiring  without  making  undue  de- 
mands upon  one's  credulity  and  thinking  faculty.  Some- 
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how,  mere  repetition  seems  to  make  them  spiritually 
effective:  which  is  what  we  want.  Besides,  we  are 
learning  a  great  deal  from  Catholicism.  We  are  getting 
used  to  the  quartette  choir  and  its  imitation  of  plain 
song.  Our  choir  is  almost  professional!  You  should 
hear  them  chant  "Praise  ye  the  Lord,"  "Lord  have  mer- 
cy upon  us,"  all  sorts  of  long  Amens,  and  the  like.  Real- 
ly, they  are  quite  impressive.  The  responsive  singing 
is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be  as  yet;  but  the  minister 
and  the  choir  leader  are  working  on  it:  you  know,  the 
kind  where  the  minister  says  something  and  the  choir 
breaks  into  a  moan  in  four  parts;  one  line  from  the  min- 
ister and  one  line  from  the  choir,  back  and  forth  about 
a  dozen  times.  The  whole  thing  keeps  one  from  falling 
asleep,  and  sometimes  gives  one  a  feeling  of  mystic 
drowsiness.  It  is  restful  and  pleasant,  and  rather  dif- 
ferent from  going  to  the  movies.  It  gives  one  a  sort  of 
"spiritual  uplift,"  and  makes  one  wonder  if  there  be  not 
something  behind  it.  .  .  .  The  stained  glass  windows 
with  those  antique  Christs,  apostles  and  saints,  the 
gilded  cross  and  would-be  altar  in  front,  the  flowers  sit- 
ting bashfully  wherever  they  are  placed — it  all  helps! 
It  gives  one  a  real  feeling  of  a  sort.  The  minister  says 
that's  "the  presence  of  ultimate  Reality." 


Gambling  and  the  Christian  Life 

Part  II.   The  Christian  Attitude  in  Regard  to  Gambling 

Scripture,  Rom.  6: 15-23;  12:  2 

Sunday,  June  29 

Note:     For  help  in  this  discussion  see  Study  V  in  A 

False  Road  to  Fortune,  by  Pickett,  mentioned  in  last 

week's  outline. 


I.  Attitude  of  the  Church 

1.  Let  the  church  recognize  that  gambling  is  a  vice, 
and  injures  people  as  do  all  other  vices. 

2.  Let  the  church  recognize  that  gambling  violates  the 
Christian  principle  of  stewardship  which  is  based  on  the 
fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

3.  Gambling  is  motivated  by  greed;  it  produces  noth- 
ing and  can  contribute  nothing  to  a  Christian  society. 

4.  Let  the  church  be  careful  to  avoid  manifestations  of 
gambling  in  her  own  activities.  Some  forms  of  recrea- 
tion and  also  some  methods  of  raising  money  will  be 
avoided  if  seen  in  their  true  relation  to  gambling.  The 
church  must  be  consistent  to  be  effective  in  opposing 
evil. 

II.  The  Attitude  of  the  State 

1.  The  state  could  refuse  to  license  gambling.  At  pres- 
ent the  trend  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  more  gambling. 

2.  The  state  can  seek  to  protect  business  by  eliminat- 
ing speculation.  Some  advance  has  been  made  in  this 
direction  during  the  past  decade.  Measures  to  stabilize 
prices  are  in  the  right  direction. 

3.  The  state  could  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  gam- 
bling devices  and  the  spread  of  information  concerning 
gambling  programs. 

4.  She  can  enforce  the  laws  we  have. 

III.  The  Attitude  of  the  Individual 

1.  The  individual  is  responsible  for  his  own  actions 
regardless  of  the  attitude  of  the  state  or  social  group. 
Legalizing  a  vice  does  not  make  it  right. 

2.  Every  person  should  inform  himself  as  to  the  basic 
nature  and  purpose  of  gambling. 


Trends  In  Membership  Growth  and  Giving 


By  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Financial  Secretary 


The  figures  of  membership  and  giving  represent  an  earnest 
but  very  hard  struggle  during  the  past  decade.  In  all  other  re- 
gions of  the  brotherhood  every  district  has  shown  some  gain  in 
membership.  In  the  Central  West  Region  four  districts  show  de- 
cline. This  is  true,  even  though  the  method  of  keeping  statistics 
now,  as  compared  with  ten  years  ago,  favors  an  upward  trend  in 
membership. 

The  Central  West  Region  has  produced  missionaries  and  other 


able  church  leaders,  but  economic  conditions  have  not  favored 
the  retaining  of  such  leaders  in  the  region.  The  severe  economic 
depression  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  giving.  The  territory 
covered  is  large  and  there  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  ability  of 
different  districts  and  even  different  congregations  within  a  dis- 
trict. Ten  years  ago  this  territory  was  giving  well  and  it  may 
be  expected  to  show  an  upward  trend  as  economic  conditions 
improve. 


Central  West  Region 


Membership 
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District 

Colorado    

Iowa,   Middle    

Iowa,  Northern,  Minnesota,  and  South  Dakota   . . 

Iowa,    Southern    

Kansas,    Northeastern    

Kansas,   Northwestern    

Kansas,  Southeastern   

Kansas,    Southwestern     

Missouri,    Middle    

Missouri,    Northern     

Missouri,   Southern,    and    Arkansas    

Nebraska     

North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana   , 

Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
Texas  and  Louisiana    , 
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1941  Percentage 

of  Increase   or 

Decrease   Over 

1931 


1,384 

1,762 

1,505 

$  1,951 

$1,130 

$1,116 

$1.41 

$  .64 

1,461 

1,743 

1,878 

11,179 

4,505 

6,669 

7.65 

2.58 

2,198 

2,271 

2,404 

7,693 

3,842 

4,898 

3.50 

1.69 

874 

1,129 

1,226 

2,409 

1,058 

1,817 

2.76 

.94 

1,804 

1,999 

1,795 

3,143 

1,474 

1,464 

1.74 

.74 

925 

907 

870 

1,550 

707 

479 

1.68 

.78 

795 

909 

909 

873 

660 

434 

1.10 

.73 

2,034 

2,137 

2,054 

3,780 

2,302 

2,296 

1.86 

1.08 

701 

803 

898 

778 

443 

475 

1.11 

.55 

1,188 

1,119 

1,053 

1,185 

588 

513 

1.00 

.53 

552 

644 

674 

319 

278 

224 

.58 

.43 

1,338 

1,372 

1,350 

1,447 

603 

973 

1.07 

.44 

860 

725 

567 

1.005 

424 

439 

1.17 

.58 

977 

1,262 

1,289 

1,582 

1,355 

875 

1.62 

1.07 

423 

386 

457 

730 

284 

410 

1.73 

.74 

$  .74 

3.55 

2.04 

1.48 

.82 

.55 

.48 

1.12 

.53 

.49 

.33 

.72 

.77 

.68 

.90 


+  8.7% 
+  28.5% 
+  9-4% 
+  40.3% 

-  .5% 

-  6.0% 
+  14.3% 
+  1.0% 
+  28.1% 
-11.4% 
+  22.1% 
+  .9% 
-34.1% 
+  31.9% 
+  8.0% 


-42.8% 
-40.3% 
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-50.3% 
-39.3% 
-38.9% 
-56.7% 
-29.8% 
-32.8% 
-56.3% 
-44.7% 
-43.8% 
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3.  The  betting  of  a  few  nickels  on  an  innocent  game 
may  be  similar  in  effect  to  the  stealing  of  a  dime.  Neither 
is  large  enough  to  disturb  society  much,  but  it  does 
violate  principle. 


Children's  Work  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 

June.  1941 

Mrs.  Frank  Howell,  Western  regional  director  of  children's 
work,  and  her  district  cabinet  have  worked  tirelessly  for  the 
last  two  months,  in  co-operation  with  the  Elgin  office,  to  make 
1941  the  best  Annual  Conference  program  we  have  yet  had  in 
children's  work.     Look  it  over  and  see  what  you  think. 

General  Announcements 

Daily  Workshop — Mrs.  Howell  and  Miss  Olive  Bagwell  in 
charge.  Learn  how  to  do  something  new!  Crafts,  visual  educa- 
tion and  victrola  records,  work  among  migrant  children;  a  place 
to  relax  and  rest  and  to  do  something  with  your  hands — if  you 
want  to.     Place,   inquire   at  General  Information. 

Visual   Education   Program — in    charge   of   Mr.   and   Mrs.   Fred 
Brunk.     Three  sets  of  pictures  per  day  will  be  shown;   one  for 
children  themselves,   one   for  children's  leaders,   one   of  general 
interest.     Watch   for   more   detailed   announcement. 
Daily  program  for  boys  and  girls — 8:45-11:30  A.  M. 
Beginner  children  (4,  5  years) — Miss  Joyce  Kyhl,  First  Breth- 
ren church. 
Primary    children    (6,    7,    8    years) — Mrs.    Velma    Fasnacht, 

Methodist   church. 
Juniors   (9,   10,   11   years) — Mrs.   J.   L.   Miller,   Church   of  the 
Brethren. 
Breakfasts  each  morning — Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber  in  charge.     District 

cabinets  of  children's  work.     Church  of  the  Brethren. 
General  exhibit  room — exhibit  of  children's  work  materials.     In 

charge  of  Miss  Miriam  Myer  and  Mrs.  Charles  Myer. 
Afternoons,   2:00-4:00 — Supervised   recreation   for   boys   and   girls. 
Marion  Roynon  in  charge. 

Thursday,   June    19 

7:00-  8:00 — Breakfast,  District  Cabinets  of  Children's  Work. 
8:45-11:30 — Hours  for  children. 

2:00-  4:00 — Supervised  recreation  for  boys  and  girls. 
4:00-  6:00 — Workshop. 

Friday,  June  20 
7:00-8:00 — Breakfast,  District  Cabinets  of  Children's  Work. 

8:00-9:30 — Women's  and  Children's  Work,  Church  of  the  Brethren 
Auditorium.     Burton  Metzler,   presiding. 

Prayer,  chairman. 

New  Books  and  Materials  for  Children  and  Children's  Workers, 
1941-42 — Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht  and  Ruth  Shriver. 

Address — The    Good    Community — Dr.    J.    Welty    LeFever,    Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California. 

Dr.  LeFever's  address  will  be  based  on  the  findings  of  E.  L. 
Thorndike's  survey  of  America's  300  best  cities,  and  will  be 
background  for  the  tour  to  Pasadena  on  Friday  afternoon. 

Playlet — The  Nelson   Family   Crusades — La  Verne   Players. 

La  Verne  Children's  Choir. 
8 :45-ll  :30— Hours   for    Children. 
10:00-12:00 — Park  Auditorium,  E.  R.  Fisher,  presiding. 

Theme:  Our  Church  in  Community  Relationships — 

1.  To  Other  Church  Bodies— Ralph  E.  White. 

2.  To   Community   Agencies — W.   H.   Yoder. 

3.  To  the  Community  at  Large — Paul  K.  Brandt. 

1:00-7:30  P.  M  —  Tour  of  "America's  Best  City."  Pasadena, 
Calif.,  ranked  at  the  top  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Thorndike's  300  good  cities 
in  a  recent  survey.  The  tour  will  touch  high  spots  of  interest  in 
child  welfare  and  education,  with  interpretations  from  city 
workers.  Committee  in  charge — Mrs.  Mary  Everhart,  Miss 
Gladdys  Muir,  Mr.  Harper  Frantz. 

Fellowship  supper  to  follow  in  a  Pasadena  church,  Toast- 
master,  James  Elrod. 

Introductions. 

Brief  presentations  from  Pasadena  workers. 

Children  in  a  Time  of  War,  Lorell  Weiss. 

Music — Mrs.  Dayton  Root,  Marvin  and  Anna  Emmert  Bolinger. 

Cost  of  tour  for  meal  and  transportation,  $1.00;  party  limited 
to  one  hundred. 

2 :00-4 :00 — Supervised  recreation . 

Saturday,  June  21 
7:00-  8:00 — Breakfast,  District  Cabinets  of  Children's  Work. 
8:45-11:30 — Hours  for   Children. 
4:00-  6 :00— Workshop. 
2:00-  4:00 — Supervised   recreation   for   children. 


Sunday,  June  22 

7:00-  8:00— Breakfast,   District   Cabinets   of   Children's   Work. 

9:00-10:30 — Sunday  School— Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Nursery  and  Beginner — 3,  4,  5  years  old. 
Primary — 6,  7,  8  years  old. 
Junior — 9,   10,   11   years  old. 

2:00 — California   Junior   Choir,   Mrs.   F.    S.   Eisenbise   directing. 

4 :00-6 :00— Workshop. 

Monday,    June   23 

7:00-  8:00— Breakfast,  District  Cabinets  of  Children's  Work. 

8:45-11:30 — Hours  for  Children. 

4:30-  6:00— Tea  for  Children's  Workers.     At  home  of  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford Brubaker,  529  North  Grand  Street,  west  of  La  Verne. 

Elgin,  111.  Ruth  Shriver. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Brethren  Work  Camp.  Blough,  Pennsylvania 

The  Brethren  work  camp  for  the  Eastern  Region  of  the 
brotherhood  will  be  held  at  Blough,  Pa.,  June  27  to  Aug. 
23.  It  is  a  volunteer  camp  providing  an  action  program 
for  the  Brethren  in  a  world  at  war. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  to  share  in  a  program  of  hard 
physical  work  for  both  men  and  women,  in  projects  re- 
lated to  year-round  plans  of  community  reconstruction. 
One  will  work  not  only  with  fellow  campers,  but  shoul- 
der-to-shoulder with  the  people  of  the  community,  as  a 
means  of  earning  the  right  to  speak  freely  with  them  on 
their  personal  and  community  life  problems. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  training  in  a  self-imposed 
discipline,  and  a  chance  to  deepen  your  own  personal  re- 
sources for  living. 

The  Pennsylvania  camp  will  again  provide  a  program 
of  co-operative  life,  work  and  study  for  a  selected  group 
of  young  men  and  women  of  college  age,  or  older,  for 
eight  weeks  of  the  summer  in  one  of  the  state's  prob- 
lem areas — the  soft  coal  region. 

Blough,  a  former  company-owned  mining  town,  is  sit- 
uated ten  miles  south  of  Johnstown.  The  mines  are 
abandoned,  and  for  the  past  few  years  the  people  have 
become  increasingly  impoverished.  Now  that  defense 
industries  ten  or  more  miles  away  are  booming,  some 
of  the  workers  are  finding  employment  there;  but  their 
basic  problems  remain,  only  to  strike  them  with  deadlier 
force  when  the  boom  collapses — unless  steps  are  taken 
to  make  the  community  self-supporting  now.  For  this 
reason  the  work  camp  will  continue  its  work  at  Blough 
this  summer  in  an  effort  to  develop  leadership  from 
within  the  community,  that  co-operative  activity  may 
not  bog  down  after  the  close  of  camp. 

Work  to  be  undertaken  this  summer  is  as  follows: 

Rebuild  the  community  water  reservoir. 

Repair  the  community  road. 

Provide  directed  recreation  for  children  and  young 
people. 

Conduct  Vacation  Bible  School. 

Provide  instruction  in  health  education  and  home  eco- 
nomics through  family  visitation. 

If  possible,  organize  community  canning  and  garden- 
ing project. 

Explore  possibilities  of  subsistence  farming. 

The  leaders  will  come  largely  from  within  the  group 
itself,  shifting  from  one  camper  to  another  as  the  group 
tackles  its  varied  projects  and  problems.  Well-known 
leaders  from  both  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  The 
Society  of  Friends  will  be  invited  into  camp,  as  well  as 
leaders  from  the  local  region. 


■*— 
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Responsibility  for  the  general  direction  of  the  camp  is 
shared  by  Galen  and  Mary  Hoffman.  For  information 
address  the  Hoffmans  at  Scalp  Level,  Pa. 

York,  Pa.  Ernest  Lefever. 


Juniata  College  Ministers'  Fellowship 

The  Ministers'  Fellowship  met  at  Juniata  College, 
May  5,  6,  1941.  This  was  the  thirteenth  year  that  the 
college  has  entertained  the  ministers.  The  interest  and 
fellowship  have  increased  with  the  passing  years. 

This  year  there  was  no  separate  program  for  the 
women,  but  ministers'  wives  were  present  in  response  to 
the  invitation  given  them  to  attend. 

The  conference  opened  at  four  o'clock  on  May  5  with 
President  A.  R.  Coffman  of  Martinsburg  acting  as  chair- 
man and  reading  the  Scripture.  This  was  followed  by 
prayer  offered  by  Brethren  M.  J.  Brougher  and  C.  O. 
Beery. 

The  special  speakers  were  Brethren  Otho  Winger  of 
Manchester  College,  Ind.,  and  M.  Clyde  Horst  of  Eliz- 
abethtown.  Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy  of  Philadelphia,  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious 
Objectors,  was  the  first  speaker  on  the  program,  discus- 
sing the  subject,  The  Church  and  Selective  Service. 

Six  years  ago  Conference  appointed  a  peace  committee 
that  did  a  good  work  by  creating  peace  sentiment  and 
giving  counsel  to  our  young  people.  They  also  estab- 
lished work  camps,  and  with  other  peace  churches  had  a 
conference  with  the  President  and  presented  their  peace 
position. 

Last  year  a  new  committee  was  appointed.  They 
presented  their  peace  beliefs  to  the  President  and  a 
bill  was  passed  by  Congress  permitting  conscientious 
objectors  to  serve  under  Civilian  Public  Service.  This 
was  a  victory  for  the  historic  peace  churches. 

Some  camps  are  ready  and  others  are  being  prepared 
for  occupancy  as  soon  as  the  government  sets  the  time. 
The  giving  for  maintaining  these  conscientious  objectors 
in  camp  is  our  greatest  opportunity  to  give  a  testimony 
for  peace. 

At  the  evening  session  of  the  conference,  acting  as 
chairman  and  also  leading  in  the  Scripture  reading  and 
prayer,  was  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg.  Bro. 
M.  Clyde  Horst  spoke  on  the  subject,  God  in  the  Pres- 
ent Crisis. 

The  speaker  began  by  quoting  the  oft-asked  question 
in  these  days  of  crisis,  "Why  doesn't  God  do  something 
about  it?"  That  God  is  in  the  world,  and  active,  is 
evidenced  by  the  natural,  mental,  moral  and  spiritual 
order  functioning  as  before. 

Another  question  asked  is,  "If  God  is  in  the  world, 
why  this  suffering  because  of  tyrants  and  dictators?" 
There  are  constructive  values  in  suffering,  and  disciplin- 
ary as  well.  Suffering  has  a  prominent  place  in  the 
providence  of  God.  "These  light  afflictions  work  for  us 
a  far  more  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

"Is  God  in  the  world?"  He  is  in  the  world,  exercising 
his  power  in  so  far  as  it  develops  his  way.  There  are 
those  who  think  that  problems  can  be  worked  out  by 
man  himself,  and  those  who  think  that  God  must  do  it 
all,  but  "workers  with  God"  is  the  evangelical  way. 

"Why  does  God  not  stop  this  war?"  One  might  ask, 
"Why  does  he  not  stop  injustice  and  inequality?"  The 
speaker  gave  as  the  answer  to  this  question  that  there 


are  not  enough  God-minded  people  to  do  it.  There  is 
need  for  greater  godliness,  and  though  it  is  difficult  to 
live  godly  in  this  present  life,  there  is  no  excuse  for  not 
being  at  our  best.  "Let  the  church  be  the  church  in  this 
day  of  crisis  and  opportunity,"  was  quoted  from  the 
Oxford  Conference. 

New  creatures  in  Christ  in  the  aggregate  make  a  new 
community.  Those  who  profess  Christ  must  walk  in 
newness  of  life.  Then  will  the  body  of  Christ  exhibit 
love,  unity  and  peace. 

The  second  address  of  the  evening  was  made  by  Presi- 
dent Winger  on  the  subject,  The  Church  and  the  King- 
dom of  God.  The  speaker  based  his  remarks  on  Matt. 
6:33.  He  said  that  the  word  "church"  was  familiar  to 
all,  but  the  "kingdom  of  God"  not  so  familiar.  He 
stressed  the  difference  between  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
the  kingdom  of  the  world.  The  church,  first  mentioned 
in  Matt.  16:18,  is  that  body  of  called-out  ones,  who  be- 
lieve that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.  The  church  is 
a  divine-human  institution.  It  is  a  building,  a  body,  a 
bride.  It  is  eternal,  and  when  Christ  is  triumphant,  the 
redeemed  shall  come  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue 
and  people  and  nation.  Then  will  "thy  kingdom"  have 
come. 

At  the  close  of  the  evening  session  the  conference 
guests  were  pleasantly  entertained  by  the  Brethren 
students. 

In  a  devout  manner  and  in  a  spiritual  atmosphere, 
Bro.  DeWitt  Miller  of  Meyersdale  conducted  the  Quiet 
Hour  period  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting  on  Tuesday 
morning.  A  printed  service  in  the  hands  of  each  en- 
abled all  to  participate  in  the  reading,  prayer  and  confes- 
sion. The  service  appropriately  opened  with  singing 
On  the  Radiant  Threshold  and  fittingly  closed  with  that 
consecration  hymn,  Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord. 

How  and  Where  I  Get  Ideas  for  Sermons  was  the 
subject  of  the  forum,  for  which  Bro.  Lawrence  Ruble 
acted  as  chairman. 

Bro.  Nevin  Zook  was  the  first  speaker.  He  gave  the 
Holy  Spirit  first  place  in  sermon  preparation.  He  sug- 
gested the  Word,  Christ,  gospel  and  kingdom  as  what 
to  preach.  The  needs  of  the  people  must  be  kept  in 
mind,  and  illustrations  from  some  familiar  event  are 
most  pertinent.  He  stressed  observation  and  reading  as 
helpful  in  sermon  building;  also  reading  the  Bible,  books 
and  newspapers,  having  in  mind  sermon  material. 

Bro.  Q.  A.  Holsopple  of  Mt.  Pleasant  was  the  second 
speaker  on  the  forum.  He  suggested  that  for  him  the 
church  year  influenced  the  choice  of  subjects  for  ser- 
mons— as  in  December  the  star,  manger,  shepherd  and 
angels.  Short  series  on  different  subjects,  such  as  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  disciples,  miracles, 
mission  fields,  books,  school  of  Christ — teacher,  matricu- 
lation, graduation,  are  possibilities.  To  these  could  be 
added  others.  In  closing  he  gave  this  personal  touch: 
when  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  at  Elgin  as  a  young 
man,  his  mother  admonished  him  to  "preach  the  gospel." 
This  goal  he  has  kept  before  him. 

Bro.  Galen  Blough  of  Somerset  was  the  last  speaker. 
"How  shall  I  live  and  how  can  I  serve"  are  the  pur- 
poses to  be  kept  before  the  preacher.  He  must  keep  the 
needs  of  the  congregation  in  mind  and  study  human 
nature.  Listening  to  sermons,  assimilating  their  mes- 
sage and  believing  and  living  these  truths,  as  they  accord 
with  the  Word  of  God,  provide  sermon  material. 

President  Winger  spoke  to  the  students  and  confer- 
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ence  guests  as  they  met  for  chapel  in  Oiler  Hall,  Juni- 
ata's newest  building.  Love  and  Life  was  his  subject, 
based  on  the  story  of  the  rich  young  ruler.  "Life  is  more 
than  existence"  were  his  opening  words.  Love  is  unsel- 
fish. Jesus  said,  if  you  want  to  live,  love.  He  told  how 
to  love  fully,  wholly,  and  unreservedly — thou  shalt  love 
with  all  thy  heart,  soul,  strength  and  mind.  That  is 
healthy  religion  going  the  whole  way.  That  is  the  anti- 
dote for  selfishness.  And  "love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self"; that  is  realism.     "This  do  and  thou  shalt  live." 

This  was  followed  by  an  address  by  Bro.  Horst  on 
Magnifying  the  Office.  In  his  opening  remarks  he  said, 
"It  means  something  to  be  a  minister,  to  represent  God, 
to  administer  the  communion,  to  baptize,  to  anoint,  to 
marry,  to  bury  and  to  prophesy." 

The  test  of  the  ministry  is  what  takes  place  in  life; 
the  final  test  is  what  kind  of  a  church  grows  up  under 
the  ministry.  Some  of  the  standards  set  up  for  the 
minis-try  are:  ability  to  preach,  to  administer  and  to 
organize.  Knowledge  of  the  people  and  their  environ- 
ment, a  well-balanced  grasp  of  the  Bible,  a  balanced 
message  and  a  prepared  life  are  some  of  the  essentials 
for  a  minister. 

The  urge  for  the  ministry  may  be  defined  in  Campbell 
Morgan's  words,  "Don't  enter  the  ministry  if  you  can 
stay  out  of  it." 

The  church  has  the  responsibility  in  training  for  the 
ministry.  The  minister's  wife  has  something  to  do  in 
magnifying  the  office. 

"A  man  who  is  a  man  apart,"  separated  unto  the  gos- 
pel, must  "spend  and  be  spent  if  he  would  magnify  his 
office"  was  the  concluding  thought  of  the  speaker. 

Discussion,  with  Bro.  Harold  Snider  presiding,  follow- 
ed the  above  presentation. 

In  the  afternoon  the  business  session  was  held.  The 
present  officers  were  re-elected:  president,  A.  R.  Coff- 
man;  vice  president,  E.  M.  Detwiler;  secretary,  C.  O. 
Beery.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  college 
for  the  hospitality  so  generously  accorded  the  conference 
guests. 

Dr.  Ellis  expressed  pleasure  in  entertaining  the  minis- 
ters and  hoped  the  stimulation  and  inspiration  received 
might  avail  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  respective 
churches. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  business  session,  Dr.  C.  C. 
Ellis  read  an  excellent  paper  on  The  Church  College 
Today.  In  the  opening  the  speaker  referred  to  education 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  saying  that  the  beginning 
was  made  by  Eld.  James  Quinter  when  he  opened  a 
school  in  Ohio  in  1861.  Individual  members  were  re- 
sponsible for  higher  education. 

There  is  a  need  for  Christian  education.  Many  higher 
religious  institutions  have  left  out  all  religion.  Many 
church  schools  so  started  have  ceased  to  function  as 
church  schools.  There  is  a  growing  emphasis  that  the 
state  take  control.  The  church  school  is  meeting  the 
difficulty  of  free  tuition  as  provided  in  the  state  schools. 
State  schools  are  now  endeavoring  to  get  legal  permis- 
sion to  train  for  trades  and  profession,  thus  undermining 
the  church  college. 

The  church  schools  are  subjected  to  unfairness  by  the 
state  taxing  all  the  people  and  returning  the  tax  to  only 
a  part  of  the  people.  Colleges  are  said  to  be  aristocratic 
and  state  institutions  democratic,  but  church  schools 
give    aid    to    many    people.      Juniata    College    gave   as 


much  aid  to  students  in  one  year  as  the  income  from  its 
endowment.  The  problem  of  the  survival  of  the  church 
college  is  a  financial  one.  The  church  ought  to  support 
the  college.  The  Catholic  Church  fully  supports  her 
educational  institutions,  and  our  church  ought  to  sup- 
port her  institutions  much  more  liberally  than  she  does. 
The  faculty,  endowment  and  equipment  must  be  upheld 
by  the  church  college.  There  is  a  necessity  for  the 
church  college,  for  those  trained  in  such  a  college  are  a 
contribution  to  public  education. 

The  closing  address  of  the  conference  was  given  by 
President  Winger  on  the  Persistent  Characteristics  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  speaker  gave  five  char- 
acteristics that  he  believed  were  practiced  by  the  Breth- 
ren. 

1.  We  are  evangelical — we  believe  the  Bible. 

2.  We  are  pietistic — we  believe  in  living  a  good  life, 
that  nothing  can  take  the  place  of  a  good  life. 

3.  We  are  puritanical — we  are  not  conformed  to  the 
world,  but  separate. 

4.  We  are  pacifistic — we  love  our  enemies  and  want  to 
live  at  peace  with  all  men. 

5.  We  are  evangelistic — we  want  to  obey  the  com- 
mand to  make  disciples  of  all  nations. 

These  characteristics  combine  to  make  a  fellowship  in 
our  Savior  and  Lord  and  with  one  another. 

Prayer  offered  by  Bro.  John  Pittenger  brought  to  a 
fitting  close  the  Ministers'  Fellowship  for  1941. 

Clearville,  Pa.  C.  O.  Beery. 


Bethany  Summer  School 

The  Summer  School  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
and  Bethany  Bible  Training  School  is  scheduled  for 
July  21  to  Aug.  15. 

Courses  and  Teachers 

Basic  Doctrines  of  the  Christian  Faith 

Dr.  William  M.  Beahm 

Wisdom  Literature   Dr.  Floyd  E.  Mallott 

Exegesis  of  Prophetic  Books Dr.  Floyd  E.  Mallott 

Pastoral  Visitation  and  Counseling  

Dr.  Ruf us  D.  Bowman 

Children's  Division  in  Christian  Education   

Miss  Carrie  R.  Simmers 

Credits 

Each  class  will  meet  two  hours  per  day  for  five  days 
a  week.  Students  may  earn  eight  quarter  hours  of 
credit  by  taking  two  classes. 

Expenses 

Expenses  are  held  to  the  minimum.  Rooming  ac- 
commodations may  be  secured  in  the  Bethany  build- 
ings. There  will  be  a  registration  fee  of  $2.00.  Beth- 
any rooms  and  apartments  will  be  rented  at  the  normal 
weekly  or  monthly  rate.  However,  for  ministers  in 
active  service,  scholarships  will  be  available  ranging 
from  $10.50  to  $15.00,  adjusted  according  to  the  rate  for 
apartment  rent.  Single  students  may  room  in  the  Beth- 
any dormitories. 

For  Whom 

Ministers,  ministers'  wives,  church  school  teachers, 
children's  workers,  and  others  preparing  for  more  ef- 
fective Christian  service. 

The  time  for  this  summer  school  has  been  set  in  order 
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that  pastors  might  attend  during  their  vacation  period. 

For  further  information  or  registration  blanks,  write 
to  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President,  3435  West  Van  Buren 
Street,  Chicago,  Illinois.  For  room  or  apartment  reser- 
vations, write  to  J.  E.  Keller,  Business  Manager. 

Chicago,  111.  Rufus  D.  Bowman. 


As  Abe  Lincoln  Did 


Almost  a  year  has  rolled  around  since  the  Ocean 
Grove  Conference,  but  the  memory  of  the  cloudburst 
on  Sunday  evening  will  linger  on  after  many  of  the  fine 
messages  in  song  and  word  are  forgotten.  I  am  writing 
to  you  because  the  following  incident  was  not  broad- 
cast on  "The  Gospel  Broadcasting  System." 

While  the  rain  was  pouring  down  Brother  X  was  in 
his  room  in  the  far  end  of  town  with  the  bayou  filling 
fast  between  him  and  the  auditorium.  Since  he  was  to 
give  his  address  at  the  evening  session,  something  had 
to  be  done  about  it. 

Thereupon  it  was  arranged  through  his  hostess  to 
borrow  a  suit  from  the  fire  company  near  by,  and  off 
■went  our  hero  clad  in  rubber  from  a  pull  down  hat  to 
liip  boots.  But  when  he  crossed  the  swirling  street 
Ihere  were  others  who  wanted  to  cross  also.  In  the 
.spirit  of  Abe  Lincoln  the  man  in  the  fireman's  suit 
Ihelped  the  group  across  the  water  in  true  fireman's  fash- 
ion. When  one  sister  ventured  to  ask,  "Say,  isn't  that 
Dr.  K?"  back  came  the  answer,  "The  man  did  talk  like 
Mm."  "Thank  you,"  was  said  again.  And  then  the 
'"fireman"  hurried  on  to  the  evening  session  to  give  that 
wonderful  discourse,  Christ  or  Chaos.  Much  of  it  has 
-come  true.  As  we  look  across  the  sea  of  experience  we 
learn — 

1.  If  you  want  anything  done,  ask  a  busy  person. 

•2.  Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no  trifle. 

3.  Let  him  who  would  be  great  among  you  be  your 
minister. 

4.  Go,  do  thou  likewise. 

The  Rambler. 


On  the  Way 

Having  closed  an  interesting  work  with  Fredericks- 
burg, Pa.,  members  May  4,  I  soon  found  myself  with 
Mary  and  Lois  and  Mother  Beahm;  also  found  the 
Nokesville  Brethren  parsonage  nearing  completion; 
then,  via  Richmond,  Va.,  with  its  190,000  and  historic 
settings,  as  the  one-time  famous  rebel  capital,  and  where 
Bro.  Harold  Row  is  pastor  of  the  Brethren  people. 

Mother's  Day  was  discoursed  sacredly  at  the  Timber 
Ridge  church,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  where  honored 
parents  are  buried.  It  was  touching  to  kneel  at  such 
:a  sacred  spot  after  the  service. 

Later,  as  speeding  on,  one  was  in  the  cozy  and  com- 
fortable home  of  Bro.  Paul  S.  Lewis  and  his  cheerful 
wife  sat  Damascus,  Va.  It  was  lovely  to  be  in  Damascus 
with  this  young  Brethren  preacher  who  was  chosen  to 
the  gospel  ministry  just  four  years  ago.  These  young 
jpeopJe  were  formerly  of  the  Bridgewater  bunch.  One 
•could  again  recount  reminiscences  of  ancient  Damascus 
iin  Syria  with  sweet  smelling  savor. 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  May  17  and  18,  were  spent  in 
joyful  fellowship  at  Taylors  Valley  where  the  Lewis 
brothers  carry  on  for  our  people  and  where  Bro.  A.  M. 
Laughrun,  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  married  his  great  and 
youthful  companion. 


Taylors  Valley  is  noted  not  only  for  its  fine  people, 
but  also  for  its  great  gushing  springs  and  mountain 
peaks  like  so  many  inverted  ice-cream  cones. 

A  lovely  drive  of  some  forty  miles  after  the  Sunday 
night  service  with  Bro.  Arthur  Lewis,  proprietor  of  the 
spacious  Hotel  Virginia,  hard  by  the  A.  M.  grounds  of 
1905,  Bristol,  Va.,  and  where  the  lights  went  out  while 
the  little  preacher  was  zealously  at  it  in  the  tabernacle. 
One  was  well  sheltered.  The  Tennessee  Brethren  did  a 
good  job  at  the  1905  Conference.  Wish  they  could  hold 
our  A.  M.  again! 

There  are  two  Bristols  here — Tennessee  and  Virginia 
— Main  Street  is  the  dividing  line  of  the  double  city — 
two  mayoralties.  The  Tennessee  one  has  a  population 
of  16,000,  and  the  Virginia  town,  14,000.  Bristol,  Va., 
has  all  the  hotels  and  railway  station  and  the  bus  station. 
So  Bristol,  Tenn.,  has  no  railroad  station  and  no  bus 
station  and  not  even  one  hotel.  Thus  Ripley  got  hold  of 
it  for  his  Believe  It  or  Not.  But  Bristol,  Tenn.,  stands 
out  in  Brethren  history  as  our  Conference  town  of  1905 
by  sacred  recollection! 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


When  Old  Times  Come  Back 

Some  Who  Led  was  received  today.  How  it  brings 
back  old  times  to  me!  We  lived  near  the  Mulberry 
Grove  church,  in  the  country  four  miles  from  the  town, 
and  all  the  preachers  stayed  at  our  house.  Uncle  John 
Metzger  was  one  of  these.  Elder  John  Wise  lived  in  a 
house  on  my  stepfather's  farm.  I  remember  the  first 
and  last  texts  I  heard  him  preach  from:  "For  I  long  to 
see  you,  that  I  may  impart  unto  you  some  spiritual  gift, 
to  the  end  that  ye  may  be  established."  The  last  was: 
"Finally,  brethren,  farewell"  (2  Cor.  13:11). 

There  are  many  I  remember  who  are  not  mentioned: 
Elder  Archie  Van  Dyke,  Joseph  Hendricks,  Elder  Mar- 
tin McClure,  and  Elder  Daniel  Gibson,  who  baptized  me. 
Dr.  Sturgis  and  his  wife  were  in  our  house  many  times. 
His  second  wife  I  knew  when  a  child;  she  was  Aunt 
Rachel  to  me.  If  there  ever  was  a  saint  on  earth,  Uncle 
John  Metzger  was  one. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Brother  Wise  was  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  was  blind,  though 
later  an  operation  restored  his  sight;  but  he  knew  my 
voice. 

Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  Nellie  Fink. 


Why  Be  Tardy  for  Church? 

If  you  come  to  church  really  intending  to  worship,  and 
do  not  come  on  time,  doesn't  missing  the  first  part  de- 
stroy the  whole  meaning  of  the  sermon?  At  least  part 
of  it  is  gone,  and  nowadays  everybody  is  out  for  all  he 
can  get.  Therefore,  smooth  out  your  lazy  wrinkles, 
throw  away  any  unbiased  excuses  you  may  have,  and 
try  being  on  time.  After  awhile  it  will  become  just  as 
easy  to  be  prompt  for  church  as  it  is  for  you  to  report 
to  your  boss  on  weekday  mornings. 

An  alert,  wide-awake  person  never  misses  out  on  any- 
thing in  the  worth-while  things  of  life;  for  instance,  re- 
ligion. You  like  our  services,  don't  you?  Of  course  you 
do,  or  you  would  not  attend  them.  Then  why  not  show 
your  minister  your  earnest  co-operation  and  respect  for 
his  teachings  by  not  interrupting  his  services. 

Let  me  illustrate  the  value  of  punctuality.     We  see 
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John  holding  the  responsible  position  as  radio  operator 
on  a  transatlantic  ship.  An  S.O.S.  call  is  put  through. 
Only  by  his  promptness  in  reporting  this  call  for  help  to 
the  captain  does  this  other  sinking  ship  receive  aid. 
Or  suppose  John  hadn't  even  been  at  his  post.  You  can 
imagine  what  would  have  happened! 

You  perhaps  say,  "Yes,  but  jobholders  get  paid  for 
being  on  time."  Then,  too,  doesn't  being  prompt  for 
church  pay  its  dividends  also?    Let's  try  it  and  see. 

Christiansburg,  Va.  Christine  Spangler. 


of  the  Brethren,  May  18,  1941,  Lewis  R.  Stark  of  Bristol,  Ind.,  and 
Viola  M.  Sherck  of  Middlebury.— T.  G.  Weaver,  North  Man- 
chester,  Ind. 


Pence  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Miss  Mary  Harshbarger,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Harshbarger,  became  the  bride  of  Samuel  Pence  on  April  2,  1891. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  at  the  home  of  the  bride  by  Eld. 

Isaac     Long     of     sacred 
memory. 

On  April  5,  1941,  they 
celebrated  their  fiftieth 
wedding  anniver- 
sary. All  of  their 
eleven  children  and  six 
of  their  seven  grand- 
children were  present 
for  the  occasion.  Quite 
a  number  of  relatives 
and  friends  were  pres- 
ent for  the  evening  and 
extended  greetings  and 
congratulations  to  the 
happy  couple. 

Many  beautiful  trib- 
utes in  the  form  of  gifts, 
flowers  and  cards  of 
congratulations  were 
presented. 

A  brief  informal  pro- 
gram was  given  during 
the  evening.  A  short 
talk  was  given  by  their 
pastor,  Homer  J.  Miller. 
A  poem  written  by  Miss 
Frances  Diehl,  a  close 
friend  and  neighbor, 
written  just  for  the  occasion,  was  read  by  a  granddaughter, 
Patricia  Ann  Showalter.  Their  pastor  also  led  a  number  of  old 
hymns  and  songs.  Eld.  C.  E.  Long,  grandson  of  Eld.  Isaac  Long, 
who  performed  the  ceremony  fifty  years  ago,  paid  a  beautiful 
tribute  to  the  couple  in  the  form  of  a  prayer. 

Bro.  Pence  served  in  the  ministry  close  to  forty  years  before 

retiring.     His   good   wife  has  labored  faithfully  along  with   him 

in  church  work,  sharing  the  responsibility  as  a  true  homemaker. 

Two   of  the   original   wedding   party,   Joseph   Pence   and   wife, 

brother  and  sister,  were  honored  guests  of  the  evening. 

The  eleven  children  are:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Sandy  and  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Garber  of  Waynesboro,  Va.;  Mrs.  Grace  Geiser  of  College  Park, 
Md.;  Miss  Mary  Pence  and  Charles  Pence  of  Washington,  D.  C; 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Garber  of  Spottswood,  Va.;  Mrs.  J.  Paul  Showalter  of 
Grottoes,  Va.;  Wilbur  Pence  of  Parnassus,  Va.;  Miss  Frances  and 
Jasper   and   Jacob   Pence   at  home. 


Grottoes,  Va. 


Mrs.  J.  Paul  Showalter. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Gromer-Jasper. — Orville  Gromer  and  Helen  Jasper,  both  of 
Elgin,  111.,  May  24,  1941,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  111., 
by  the  undersigned.— H.  A.  Brandt,  Elgin,  111. 

Johnson-Emmert. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Panther  Creek 
church,  May  24,  1941,  Richard  H.  Johnson  and  Ada  Emmert,  both 
of  Des  Moines,   Iowa. — L.  A.  Walker,  Adel,  Iowa. 

Poling-Smilh. — Newton  Lyon  Poling  and  Virginia  Dare  Smith, 
May  26,  1941,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  111.,  by  the 
undersigned. — M.  R.  Zigler,  Elgin,  111. 

Sherck-Bowman. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Middlebury 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  May  18,  1941,  Junior  R.  Sherck  and  Iva 
Mae  Bowman,  both  of  Middlebury. — T.  G.  Weaver,  North  Man- 
chester,  Ind. 

Siaxk-Sherck. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Middlebury  Church 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Appleman,  Clarence  T.,  died  very  suddenly  on  May  17,  1941,  a 
short  time  after  having  reported  for  work  at  the  East  Altoona 
roundhouse.  He  was  born  at  Bakers  Summit  on  June  28,  1891,  a 
son  of  John  and  Etta  Feathers  Appleman.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Sadie  Whysong  Appleman,  his  mother,  one  sister  and  one 
brother.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Street 
church.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Gilden  funeral 
home  in  charge  of  Bro.  Glenn  E.  Norris.  Interment  was  at  Pavia, 
Bedford   County. — Mrs.   Galen  Bittner,   Altoona,   Pa. 

Baird.  Mrs.  Robert,  died  at  her  home  in  Windsor,  May  1,  1941, 
aged  35  years,  8  months  and  5  days.  On  Dec.  4,  1922,  she  was 
married  to  Robert  Baird,  who  preceded  her  in  death,  Jan.  1,  1935. 
To  this  union  five  children  were  born.  The  children,  her  father, 
three  sisters  and  a  brother  survive.  She  was  baptized  in  the 
Leeton  church  on  Oct.  1,  1933.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  James  M.  Mohler.  Burial  was  in  the  Laurel  Oak  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.   Bacil   Thomas,   Leeton,   Mo. 

Becker,  Alice  W.,  died  at  her  home  in  Florin,  Pa.,  April  17, 
1941,  aged  64  years.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  she  united  with  the 
West  Greentree  congregation  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
remained  a  faithful  member  until  her  death.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  four  sons,  seven  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Florin  house 
by  Samuel  Shearer,  Hiram  Kaylor,  John  Brubaker  and  Abram 
Eshelman.  Interment  was  in  the  West  Greentree  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Paris  P.  Ober,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Foust,  Emma  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Abram  and  Minerva  Oaks 
Rife,  was  born  Aug.  3,  1874,  and  died  May  11,  1941.  She  spent 
thirteen  years  teaching  in  the  public  schools.  During  this  time 
she  became  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Later  she  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Sept.  13,  1908,  she  was  married 
to  Henry  Foust  of  Onward,  Ind.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
sons,  one  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  her 
husband,  one  son  and  two  sisters.  All  her  life  she  had  been  very 
active  in  church  work,  in  the  Sunday  school,  ladies'  aid,  mis- 
sionary society  and  women's  work.  In  addition  she  spent  much 
time  in  making  personal  visits.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Brethren  C.  E.  Joseph,  A.  C.  Keim  and  Cecil  Reed.  Burial 
was  in  the  Walnut  cemetery. — Mrs.  Harry  Rohrer,  Plymouth,  Ind. 
Grossnickle,  Johnathan  Edgar,  son  of  Johnathan  and  Isabel 
Grossnickle,  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Md.,  Jan.  29,  1864, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Laketon,  May  10,  1941.  When  less  than  a 
year  old,  he  moved  with  the  family  to  Wabash  County,  Ind. 
He  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the  vicinity  of  North  Manchester 
and  Laketon.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
young  manhood.  On  June  25,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to- 
Effie  Forsythe.  Their  home  was  blessed  with  ten  children,  one 
of  whom,  a  son,  preceded  him  in  death.  Surviving  are  his  wife, 
nine  children,  twenty-six  grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
child. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — T.  G.  Weaver, 
North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Heeter,  Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Stauffer, 
was  born  March  8,  1857,  and  died  April  21,  1941,  at  Greenville, 
Ohio.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Feb.  1884. 
She  was  of  a  jovial  disposition  and  manifested  the  spirit  of  help- 
fulness to  those  about  her.  She  was  married  to  John  Heeter  on 
Sept.  23,  1877.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children.  Her 
husband,  one  son  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  Sur- 
viving are  one  daughter,  fourteen  grandchildren,  eleven  great- 
grandchildren, a  half  brother,  and  two  half  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Pitsburg  church  by  Walter 
Swinger.  Burial  was  in  the  Abbotsville  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  W. 
Eikenberry,   Arcanum,   Ohio. 

Ikenberry,  Idonia  Layman,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  and 
Lydia  Kinzie  Layman,  and  wife  of  Benjamin  R.  Ikenberry  of 
Daleville,  Va.,  was  born  Jan.  14,  1870,  and  died  in  the  Jefferson 
hospital,  Roanoke,  April  18,  1941.  Her  entire  life  was  spent  in 
Botetourt  County  with  the  exception  of  the  few  months  she 
lived  in  Franklin  County.  She  was  a  member  of  the  church 
since  early  girlhood.  She  was  active  in  the  aid  society,  the 
women's  Bible  class,  and  the  choir.  As  the  wife  of  a  deacon  she 
helped  supervise  the  preparations  for  the  communion.  Besides 
her  husband,  three  daughters,  two  sons,  eight  grandchildren, 
two  sisters  and  three  brothers  survive.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Daleville  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Emerson 
Shideler,  assisted  by  Bro.  E.  C.  Woodie  of  Troutville.  Interment 
was  in  the  Daleville   cemetery. — Lois  A.  Eller,   Daleville,  Va. 

Landis,  Daniel,  son  of  Emanuel  and  Catherine  Landis,  was  born 
near  Milford,  Ind.,  June  27,  1867,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his 
brother-in-law  and  sister  in  New  Paris,  Ind.,  May  20,  1941.  His 
sister  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  Landis  family.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Paris  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
He  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  many  months,  and  during  this 
time  showed  a  fine  Christian  spirit.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  at  the  Union  Center  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — William  Brubaker,  New  Paris,   Ind. 
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McGulre,  Matilda  Jane,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Susan  Binkley, 
was  born  at  La  Fayette,  Ohio,  Aug.  30,  1859,  and  died  May  11, 
1941.  She  united  with  the  Fisher  church  in  girlhood  and  later 
transferred  her  membership  to  the  Grace  Methodist  church  in 
Lima.  After  she  made  her  home  with  Bessie  Guthrie  she  at- 
tended the  County  Line  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Sept.  2, 
1883.  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  I.  N.  McGuire,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  a  stepson,  a  brother  and  four 
step-grandsons.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  County  Line 
church  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Fisher  cemetery. — 
J.  L.  Guthrie,  La  Fayette,  Ohio. 

Moser,  Nora  E.,  daughter  of  the  late  Lutelles  and  Susan  John- 
son Maust,  was  born  at  Masontown,  Pa.,  Feb.  29,  1876,  and  died 
at  her  home  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  May  16,  1941.  On  April  4,  1899, 
she  was  married  to  Howard  A.  Moser  of  Uniontown.  One  son 
was  born  to  this  union.  Surviving  are  the  husband,  the  son,  a 
granddaughter,  three  sisters  and  a  brother.  Sister  Moser's  ill- 
ness was  extended  over  some  months.  The  anointing  was  a 
great  comfort  to  her.  She  was  a  beautiful  Christian  soul  and  a 
faithful  member  of  the  church  for  more  than  forty-five  years. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  by  the  writer. 
Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Grove  cemetery. — C.  C.  Sollenberger, 
Uniontown,  Pa. 

Niswonger,  Jesse  Coffman,  the  son  of  Eli  and  Mary  Ann  Nis- 
wonger,  was  born  near  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  Jan.  27,  1874,  and  died 
May  1,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  several  months.  On  Feb.  4,  1893, 
he  was  married  to  Dora  Hammel.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children,  one  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1902  and  remained  a  faithful  mem- 
ber and  a  regular  attendant  at  services  until  his  death.  He 
served  the  Pitsburg  church  as  caretaker  for  thirty-eight  years. 
Surviving  him  are  his  wife,  one  daughter,  two  sons,  six  grand- 
children, and  two  brothers.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  J.  W.  Fidler,  assisted  by  W.  R.  Swinger.  Burial  was  in 
the  Mote  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Eikenberry,  Arcanum,   Ohio. 

Ralston,  Eugene  Harve,  was  born  at  West  Brookfield,  Ohio, 
Dec.  12,  1859,  and  died  on  May  14,  1941,  after  a  six  weeks'  illness. 
He  was  married  in  1881  to  Laura  Heeter,  who  survives  him.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Plymouth  congregation  for  some  time. 
Besides  his  wife,  six  children  survive.  Three  daughters  preceded 
him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  C. 
Keim. — Mrs.   Harry  Rohrer,   Plymouth,   Ind. 

Shuman,  Frank  S.,  son  of  Henry  and  Louisa  Shuman,  was  born 
Dec.  16,  1862,  near  Henrietta,  Pa.,  and  died  May  21,  1941.  On 
Dec.  28,  1903,  he  was  married  to  Ida  Rightnour,  who  preceded 
him  in  death  April  4,  1940.  During  early  manhood  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  a  loyal  member. 
For  more  than  forty  years  he  served  as  janitor  of  the  Cross 
Roads  church.  He  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  two  sons,  four 
grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  four  sisters  and  one  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Cross  Roads  church  in 
charge  of  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman,  assisted  by  Bro.  I.  B.  Kensinger. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Pearl  Snowberger, 
Martinsburg,  Pa. 

Snyder,  Levi  L.,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Lamborn  Snyder,  was 
born  at  Bakers  Summit,  May  3,  1870,  and  died  at  his  home, 
March  8,  1941.  On  Jan.  31,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Sara  Fred- 
erick, who  survives.  Two  sons,  four  grandchildren,  and  one 
sister  also  survive.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Holsinger 
church  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Clapper.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mary  A.  Keiper,  Wood- 
bury, Pa. 

Slone,  John  L.,  son  of  James  C.  and  Margaret  Jo  Stone,  was 
born  at  Leeton,  Jan.  9,  1873,  and  died  April  3,  1941.  He  was 
married  to  Ida  May  Culp  on  Sept.  22,  1892.  To  them  were  born 
nine  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  He  leaves 
his  wife,  three  daughters,  four  sons,  seven  grandchildren,  three 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Almost  all  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the 
Leeton  community.  He  united  with  the  Mineral  Creek  church 
on  Oct.  6,  1907,  and  held  his  membership*  there  until  his  death. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  James  M.  Mohler. 
Burial  was  in  the  Mineral  Creek  cemetery.— Mrs.  Bacil  Thomas, 
Leeton,   Mo. 

Slrycker,  Joseph,  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Elizabeth  Strycker, 
was  born  in  Union  Township,  Ind.,  Aug.  23,  1867,  and  died  May  25, 
1941.  A  number  of  years  ago  he  had  a  stroke  from  which  he 
never  fully  recovered.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  year  he 
had  made  his  home  with  his  brother  and  wife  of  New  Paris. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Mennonite  Church.  Surviving  him  are 
three  brothers.  The  funeral  was  conducted  at  the  Union  Center 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  in  the  ad- 
joining  cemetery. — William    Brubaker,    New   Paris,    Ind. 

Wagenman,  Murna  Lorrain,  was  born  Nov.  21,  1931.  She  was 
nine  years,  four  months  and  ten  days  old  when  she  died.  All 
her  life  she  was  a  helpless  invalid,  but  the  immediate  cause  of 
her  death  was  flu.  Surviving  her  are  her  father  and  mother,  a 
sister,  a  brother  and  many  other  relatives.  Jesus  said,  "Suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me;  .  .  .  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven."  Little  Murna  adds  one  more  to  that  wonderful 
home.— Mrs.  Lloyd  R.  Maust,  Cando,  N.  Dak. 

Werking,    Gilbert    L.,    son    of    Samuel    and    Elizabeth    Ko~ontz 


Werking,  was  born  Aug.  6,  1859,  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  and 
died  May  14,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter.  In  1882  he  mar- 
ried Sister  Lydia  Hershberger  of  Snake  Spring  Valley,  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  death  nine  months  ago.  Five  children  were  born 
to  them.  Since  moving  to  Altoona  in  1925  Bro.  Werking  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Street 
church.  He  was  quiet  and  gentle  in  disposition  and  appreciative 
of  the  smallest  favor.  Surviving  are  four  daughters,  one  son, 
twenty-one  grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren,  and  one 
sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Glen  E.  Nor- 
ris,  assisted  by  Bro.  Walter  Long. — Mrs.  Galen  Bittner,  Altoona, 
Pa. 


^^^^    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arkansas 
Springdale. — We  have  the  smallest  church  numerically  in  the 
district.  What  is  lacking  in  numbers  is  made  up  in  opportunity. 
We  are  located  in  the  heart  of  the  Ozarks,  in  the  midst  of  the 
fruit  and  berry  growing  section.  Another  enterprise  worth  men- 
tioning is  the  raising  of  broilers.  Until  recently  we  held  services 
at  Silent  Grove,  about  four  miles  northwest  of  town.  Now  we 
have  started  our  church  work  in  Springdale.  The  arrangements 
for  holding  services  are  much  better  in  town.  Many  things  give 
us  encouragement  and  cheer.  Because  the  church  suffered  much 
neglect,  it  is  hard  to  get  the  work  properly  adjusted.  Arkansas 
with  only  two  Brethren  churches  affords  a  wonderful  oppor- 
tunity for  home  mission  work.  We  need  help. — Leander  Smith, 
Springdale,  Ark.,  May  23. 

California 

First  Church,  Glendale. — During  the  month  of  April  fifteen 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  six  by  letter.  On 
April  13  motion  pictures  on  the  life  of  Christ  were  shown.  In 
the  morning  of  May  4  Pastor  H.  A.  Frantz  preached  on  the  sub- 
ject, In  Remembrance  of  Me.  Names  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  church  were  read,  a  goodly  number  of  whom  were  present. 
Bro.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  of  Los  Angeles  officiated  at  our  love  feast  in  the 
evening.  Bro.  Omar  Harshman,  who  can  neither  speak  nor  hear, 
prayed  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  sign  language.  On  Mother's  Day 
six  babies  were  brought  by  their  parents  to  be  presented  to  the 
Lord.  Bro.  J.  A.  Smeltzer  preached  several  sermons  for  us 
recently.  Two  missionaries  to  China  have  given  talks  in  our 
church:  Anna  Crumpacker  on  April  20  and  Anna  Hutchison  on 
May  18.  Instead  of  a  formal  banquet  the  mothers  and  daughters 
met  on  April  9  for  games,  discussions,  readings,  refreshments 
and  a  candlelighting  vesper  service.  Each  month  the  ladies'  aid 
meets  in  a  home  to  quilt  and  do  other  work  in  the  forenoon  and 
to  have  a  missionary  program  in  the  afternoon.  Bro.  Roy  Waas 
is  now  sponsor  of  the  young  people. — Lulu  Terford,  Glendale, 
Calif.,  May  22. 

Illinois 

Walnut  Grove. — The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sectional  meeting  was  held  in 
our  church  on  April  6.  Six  churches  were  represented.  Bro. 
A.  C.  Wieand  brought  us  a  stirring  message  on  Christ  and  the 
War  in  the  morning  and  gave  his  lecture,  Captured  by  the  Arabs, 
in  the  afternoon.  The  churches  of  the  township  joined  with  us 
in  a  service  on  Good  Friday.  On  April  12  we  held  our  com- 
munion with  thirty-five  present.  Six  from  the  church  went  to 
Romine  to  hear  Sister  Ruth  Shriver  speak  on  children's  work. 
Our  council  was  held  on  May  9.  A  unanimous  vote  of  appreci- 
ation was  given  Bro.  Clyde  Lewis  for  the  oil  painting  which  he 
recently  presented  to  the  church.  The  building  of  a  parsonage 
was  decided  upon.  The  work  will  start  the  middle  of  the  sum- 
mer since  the  plans  have  been  made.  Sister  Nettie  Senger  was 
with  us  last  Sunday  and  gave  an  interesting  talk  about  her  work 
in  China  in  the  morning  and  showed  slides  of  the  relief  work 
there  in  the  evening.  Ilene  Ridgeley  has  been  chosen  as  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Lester  Fike  will  begin  a  revival 
on  Aug.  7. — Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing,  Calhoun,  111.,  May  26. 

Indiana 

Huntington. — Holy  week  services  were  well  attended.  Breth- 
ren Frank  Mulligan,  Bruce  Gerdes  and  Roy  Gilmer  brought 
helpful  messages.  Eight  were  baptized.  A  candlelight  com- 
munion service  was  held  on  the  Thursday  before  Easter.  Com- 
munion was  held  in  the  homes  of  sixteen  sick  people.  At  the 
spring  council  meeting  three  deacons  were  elected.  Plans  are 
being  made  for  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Huntington  congregation.  The  time  set  for 
the  vacation  Bible  school  is  from  May  26  to  June  6.— Mary  Boyd, 
Huntington,  Ind.,  May  19. 

Mexico.— Our  church  united  with  the  other  church  in  town  in 
the  Easter  services,  which  were  held  in  the  Methodist  church. 
There  was  a  different  speaker  for  each  service.  Miss  Gilbert,  the 
music  teacher  at  the  high  school,  directed  the  choir,  which  sang 
Sunday  morning.  The  three-hour  Good  Friday  service  was  spon- 
sored by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  On  Easter  the  Flora  church  choir  gave 
the  cantata,  The  Resurrection  Story,  in  the  evening.  On  May  3 
we  held  our  love  feast.  Brethren  T.  A.  Shively  of  Pipe  Creek 
and  Bruce  Flora  of  Roann  officiated.  In  the  exchange  of  pul- 
pits on  April  27,  Bro.  E.  H.  Gilbert  of  North  Manchester  preached 
for  us.    A  splendid  program  was  given  to  a  full  house  on  Moth- 
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er's  Day.  Sister  William  Bittle  and  Bro.  Frank  Fisher  were  the 
speakers.  The  children's  department  is  planning  a  children's 
day  ■'program. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico,  Ind.,  May  19. 

Pleasant  Chapel. — In  addition  to  our  regular  meetings,  which 
have  been  well  attended,  we  have  had  a  number  of  special  meet- 
ings. When  Bro.  John  Metzler  was  with  us  one  evening  in 
March,  we  had  a  fellowship  supper  followed  by  a  talk  and  pic- 
tures that  were  entertaining  and  educational.  For  ten  evenings 
before  Easter  we  had  services.  Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Auburn, 
Brethren  C.  C.  Cripe  of  Auburn  and  Clarence  Rosenberger  of 
Chicago  preached  April  3,  4  and  5,  respectively.  From  April  6 
to  the  close  of  the  meeting  Bro.  J.  K.  Eikenberry  had  charge. 
Eight  were  added  to  the  kingdom.  There  was  an  unusually  good 
attendance  at  the  communion  service  on  April  14.  Bro.  Hugh 
Miller  officiated.  On  April  25  the  congregation  had  a  carry-in 
supper  and  farewell  service  at  the  church  in  honor  of  Bro.  Rus- 
sell Sherman  and  family.  Bro.  Sherman  was  presented  with  a 
Bible  and  the  family  with  a  potted  plant.  Bro.  Sherman  has 
asked  to  be  relieved  of  his  pastoral  work.  He  will  attend  An- 
nual Conference  at  La  Verne.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  once  each 
month. — Mrs.   Alvadah   Ober,   Hudson,   Ind.,  May    19. 

Plymouth. — Since  Easter  eleven  have  been  baptized.  A  large 
number  of  the  women  enjoyed  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
on  May  18.  Mrs.  L.  Carvey  was  the  speaker,  and  Life's  Voyage 
was  the  theme.  Four  babies  were  dedicated  on  Mother's  Day. 
Several  of  our  group  are  planning  to  attend  Camp  Mack  this 
summer.  The  missionary  society  is  studying  the  lives  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  order  to  become  better  acquainted  with  them  and 
to  appreciate  more  what  they  are  doing.  One  Sunday  each 
month  the  men's  work  takes  up  an  offering  for  their  project. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  busy  quilting.  The  men  of  one  of  the  Sunday- 
school  classes  have  had  their  blood  typed  so  that  they  can  give 
transfusions  if  necessary.  A  student  volunteer  group  from  Man- 
chester College  gave  a  program  on  May  25. — Mrs.  Harry  Rohrer, 
Plymouth,    Ind.,    May   25. 

Iowa 

Spring  Creek. — Our  new  pastor,  Bro.  D.  D.  Harner,  and  family 
came  March  1.  At  our  spring  council  in  April  we  decided  to  get 
new  hymnals  for  the  church.  The  children  gave  a  short  program 
on  Easter.  Our  church  with  three  other  churches  in  Fredericks- 
burg held  union  pre-Easter  services.  The  ladies'  aid  bought  the 
light  fixtures  and  the  men's  organization  wired  the  church  for 
electricity.  We  will  celebrate  our  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  in 
June.  The  ladies'  aid  held  a  mother  and  daughter  tea  on  May  7. 
We  are  having  a  union  vacation  Bible  school  with  three  other 
churches  after  the  close  of  public  school.  Our  communion  serv- 
ice will  be  on  June  1.  The  men's  organization  will  begin  work 
on  their  church  farm  this  week. — Mrs.  Glen  Elliott,  Fredericks- 
burg,  Iowa,   May   19. 

Kansas 

Ottawa. — In  March  Brother  and  Sister  Reynolds  of  the  Wash- 
ington Creek  church  were  guests  of  the  two  Bible  classes.  The 
church  enjoyed  the  quarterly  fellowship  supper  in  March.  On 
April  16  sixty-seven  women  and  girls  attended  a  delightful 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  which  had  been  planned  and  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Mahlon  Little.  Early  Easter 
morning  the  young  people  sang  at  the  hospital  and  several  homes 
before  joining  the  other  young  people  for  the  sunrise  service. 
At  the  morning  Easter  service  Mrs.  Raymond  Flory  drew  an  ap- 
propriate chalk  picture  to  a  choral  accompaniment.  Two  of  the 
Sunday-school  boys  were  baptized  in  the  evening.  On  May  6 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  served  a  plate  lunch  at  the  church,  the  proceeds 
of  which  went  to  the  Youth  Serves  project  Two  more  were 
baptized  on  Mother's  Day.  Bro.  Paul  Bechtold  preached  in  the 
evening.  The  intermediates  and  juniors  had  charge  of  the 
morning  service  on  May  18.  The  junior  choir  sang.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  junior  choir  assisted  by  the  adult  choir  gave  an  all- 
music  program.  The  men's  group  has  put  new  linoleum  in 
several  of  the  classrooms  and  has  done  some  other  redecorating. 
— Mrs.  Paul  Bechtold,  Ottawa,  Kans.,  May  25. 

Topeka. — At  the  close  of  the  evening  service  on  May  4  two 
were  baptized.  One  letter  has  been  received  and  one  granted. 
The  ministerial  board  has  secured  Brother  and  Sister  Ralph 
Hodgden  of  South  Mound,  Kans.,  to  begin  pastoral  work  June  1. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  their  coming.  Bro.  L.  H.  Root,  who 
has  served  this  church  as  part-time  pastor  for  the  past  six  years, 
will  continue  to  live  in  Topeka. — Lola  M.  Root,  Topeka,  Kans., 
May  20. 

Maryland 
Beaver  Dam. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  18.  Bro.  Walter 
Thomas  officiated.  Five  ministers  and  a  number  of  others  from 
neighboring  congregations  were  present.  Eight  new  members 
were  added  to  the  church  just  previous  to  the  love  feast.  The 
new  electric  lighting  system  is  proving  much  more  satisfac- 
tory than  the  old  one. — Norman  E.  Bohn,  Union  Bridge,  Md., 
May  20. 

-  Locust  Grove. — A  large  number  of  members  and  friends  were 
present  at  the  love  feast  on  May  11.  Visiting  brethren  were 
Jesse  Klein,  Wm.  E.  Gosnell,  Clyde  Morningstar,  and  Walter 
Thomas,  who  preached  the  preparatory  sermon  and  officiated  at 
the  love  feast.  Bro.  Walter  Thomas  will  be  the  evangelist  for 
the  revival  meeting  to  be  held  the  first  two  weeks  in  August. 


Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  visited  our  church  on  May  5.  The  ladies' 
aid  made  a  number  of  articles  at  the  all-day  meeting  on  May  14. 
— B.  R.  Purdum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md.,  May  21. 

Maple  Grove. — Since  our  former  elder  died  in  February,  a 
special  meeting  was  called  to  elect  another  elder.  Bro.  Howard 
Whitacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  was  chosen.  Nine  of  our  young 
people  with  their  adult  adviser  attended  the  district  fellowship 
supper  at  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  on  May  2.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  May  25.— Mrs.  Arthur  Resh,  Grantsville,  Md.,  May  13. 

Pipe  Creek. — A  week-end  Bible  institute  was  held  from  March 
14  to  16,  with  Brethren  Marshall  Wolfe  and  John  S.  Flory  of 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  in  charge.  We  met  in  regular  council  on 
April  2.  John  D.  Young  and  Ira  R.  Albaugh  were  elected  dea- 
cons, and  Lester  Grossnickle  was  elected  trustee.  Delegates  to 
district  meeting  were  D.  E.  Engler,  Paul  R.  Niswander  and  Wm. 
H.  Main.  Bro.  Jacob  Replogle  and  wife  are  coming  June  1  as 
summer  pastors.  Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Vienna,  Va.,  will  hold 
evangelistic  meetings  from  July  27  to  Aug.  10.  On  April  20  the 
children  gave  a  short  play  at  the  missionary  meeting  sponsored 
by  the  women's  work.  Thirteen  of  the  young  people  attended 
the  Round  Table  at  the  Bush  Creek  church  on  April  27.  Bro. 
William  Kinsey  officiated  at  the  love  feast  on  May  4.  One  hun- 
dred were  present  at  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet  on 
May  9.  Bro.  B.  O.  Bowman  preached  the  Mother's  Day  sermon. 
Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis  of  Juniata  College  gave  his  lecture,  Building  a 
House  Into  a  Home,  in  the  evening  of  May  11. — Mrs.  H.  Paul  Hull, 
New  Windsor,  Md.,  May  24. 

Michigan 
Muskegon. — At  our  council  meeting  on  April  26  we  elected  the 
following  officers:  clerk,  Mrs.  Edlund;  treasurer,  Ralph  Sells; 
trustee,  Forest  Erickson;  elder,  Bro.  L.  W.  Shafer.  Mrs.  Beatrice 
Edlund  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Sells  were  received  by  letter. 
We  plan  to  start  building  a  basement  on  June  1,  in  which  we 
can  hold  church  services  until  we  can  build  a  church.  On  May  9 
we  had  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  with  forty-three  in  at- 
tendance. A  freewill  offering  for  the  building  fund  amounted 
to  $16.  A  father  and  son  banquet  will  be  held  June  14. — Mrs. 
Ralph   Sells,  Muskegon,   Mich.,   May  22. 

Minnesota 

Guthrie. — The  church  met  in  council  on  April  8.  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  elected.  We  decided  to  purchase  Brethren 
hymnals  for  use  in  our  services.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the 
visit  of  Sister  Eliza  Miller,  who  will  be  with  us  the  second  week 
end  in  July.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  the  evening  of  June  14. 
—Mrs.  Abner  Stone,  Bemidji,  Minn.,  May  18. 

Missouri 
Mineral  Creek. — On  April  27  fifteen  went  from  our  church  to 
the  district  young  people's  rally  in  Kansas  City.  For  the  last 
several  months  we  have  been  enjoying  the  rental  pictures, 
mainly  those  of  the  foreign  mission  fields.  We  are  now  plan- 
ning for  a  vacation  Bible  school  in  co-operation  with  two  other 
churches  in  the  town.  It  will  be  held  from  June  6  to  20.  We 
feel  that  our  children  derive  much  good  from  these  schools.— 
Mrs.  Bacil  Thomas,  Leeton,  Mo.,  May  24. 

New  York 
Lake  Ridge.— The  young  people  of  the  larger  parish  held  their 
Easter  sunrise  service  in  our  church.  The  aid  society  served 
breakfast,  the  proceeds  of  which  went  for  relief.  A  large  crowd 
enjoyed  the  Easter  program  at  the  morning  worship  hour.  At 
the  council  on  April  21  Brother  and  Sister  H.  D.  Jones  were 
elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  have  Bro. 
Ernest  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  hold  a  revival  the  last 
two  weeks  in  November.  The  love  feast  was  held  on  Mother's 
Day.  The  Board  of  Christian  Education  has  been  appointed  to 
arrange  for  a  vacation  Bible  school.  We  were  glad  to  have  the 
Tebo  Gospel  Team  with  us  on  May  18.  After  a  message  in  music 
Mrs  Tebo  gave  an  inspirational  talk  based  on  Daniel  5.  Midweek 
prayer  meetings  and  Sunday  evening  services  have  been  re- 
sumed now  that  the  weather  and  road  conditions  have  improved. 
—Mrs.  C.  W.  Roller,  King  Ferry,  N.  Y. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 
La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18-24. 
DISTRICT  MEETINGS 

North  Dakota  and  Eastern 
Montana — Carrington,  June 
26-29. 

LOVE   FEASTS 
Indiana 

June  14,  7:30  pm,  Camp  Creek. 

Maryland 

June  14,  Corner  church,  Lick- 
ing Creek. 


Michigan 

June  22,  10:30  am,  Crystal. 

Minnesota 

June  14,  Guthrie. 

Pennsylvania 

June  15,  6 :30  pm.  Yellow  Creek, 

Bethel  house. 
June  15,  7  pm,  Maple  Glen. 

July  24,   6  pm,  Montgomery. 
Aug.   9,   Sugar  Valley. 

West  Virginia 

June    15,    Mountain    Grove. 
Aug.    3,   Salem. 
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North  Carolina 

Peak  Creek. — From  May  4-18  the  church  experienced  one  of 
the  best  revivals  it  has  ever  known.  Bro.  N.  C.  Reed  of  Mt. 
Airy,  N.  C,  through  his  sermons  revived  our  hearts,  cheered  our 
souls  and  gave  us- courage  and  determination  to  press  on  in  the 
work  of  our  Lord.  Fourteen  now  await  the  rite  of  baptism.  We 
rejoice  for  these  new  members  and  also  for  the  awakening  of  the 
old  ones  who  were  indifferent.  We  hope  to  organize  a  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
soon.  The  Sunday  school  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  at  Harmon,  a  preach- 
ing point,  are  working  zealously. — Hallie  Sheets,  Wagoner,  N.  C, 
May  22. 

Norlh  Dakota 

Cando-Zion. — The  attendance  at  our  winter  and  early  spring 
services  was  greatly  reduced  because  of  road  conditions.  We 
enjoyed  an  evening  in  the  Cando  church  with  Brethren  D.  D. 
Funderburg  of  Elgin  and  Ralph  Petry  of  Surrey.  On  April  25 
we  held  our  business  meeting.  Bro.  W.  W.  Smeltzer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Standing  Committee  from  our  district.  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Smeltzer  will  be  the  delegate  from  the  Zion  church.  Our  dis- 
trict meeting  delegates  are  Elmer  Smeltzer  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  R. 
Maust  with  Ora  Burkhart  as  alternate.  The  last  named  was 
elected  as  our  Civilian  Service  secretary.  Bro.  Wilburn  Lewal- 
lyn,  a  senior  at  McPherson  College,  will  be  our  summer  pastor. 
The  Home  Nest  was  the  theme  of  the  mother  and  daughter  tea 
sponsored  by  the  ladies'  aid.  Plans  are  being  made  to  hold  a 
vacation  Bible  school  the  first  week  in  June. — Mrs.  Lloyd  R. 
Maust,  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  May  23. 

Pleasant  Valley. — We  met  in  council  April  27.  An  installation 
service  was  held  for  two  deacons  and  their  wives,  Brother  and 
Sister  Eddie  Wurgler  and  Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Burns. 
Brother  and  Sister  Sheets  are  holding  services  here  until  ar- 
rangements are  made  for  a  minister  from  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary.  On  March  28  Bro.  D.  D.  Funderburg  of  Elgin  held 
an  interesting  meeting.  The  ladies'  aid  served  dinner.  Bro. 
Ralph  Petry,  fieldman  for  this  district,  accompanied  Bro.  Fun- 
derburg.— Barbara  Crum,  York,  N.  Dak.,  May   14. 

Ohio 

Marble  Furnace. — Under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Paul  Wright,  our  church  enjoyed  its  first  sunrise  Easter  service. 
Thirty-five  members  and  several  visitors  were  present  at  the 
love  feast  on  April  12.  We  are  looking  forward  to  June  1,  when 
J.  Homer  Bright,  returned  missionary  to  China,  will  be  with  us. 
Gerald  Hedrick  and  Burneda  Bailey  were  chosen  delegates  to 
the  district  conference.  On  May  4  a  group  of  young  people  from 
the  West  Dayton  church  presented  a  fine  program  in  our  church. 
The  news  of  the  death  of  Bro.  Charles  Essick  of  Circleville  sad- 
dened his  many  friends  in  this  congregation.  We  regret  that 
several  of  our  members  have  moved  away,  but  we  are  working 
harder  to  make  new  gains  for  the  kingdom.  Bro.  Otho  Winger 
will  hold  a  revival  in  the  church  from  Aug.  3-17.  Our  all-day 
homecoming  will  be  held  Aug.  3. — Fanny  Keplinger,  Peebles, 
Ohio,  May  19. 

Marion. — Since  Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  has  been  our  pastor,  the 
attendance  has  been  good  and  the  services  inspiring.  As  a  re- 
sult of  pre-Easter  meetings  seven  were  baptized.  On  Easter  we 
had  a  unified  service  in  the  morning  and  a  play,  Barabbas,  by  the 
young  people  in  the  evening.  Our  ladies'  aid  cleared  twenty 
dollars  from  the  rummage  sale  they  held  in  April.  The  penny 
supper,  sponsored  by  the  Gleaners  class,  brought  them  a  profit 
of  thirty  dollars.  A  painting,  The  Good  Shepherd,  has  been 
made  for  the  wall  at  the  rear  of  the  pulpit.  We  are  planning  to 
have  a  two  weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  in  June.  — Mrs. 
L.  H.  Messenger,  Marion,  Ohio,  May  16. 

New  Philadelphia. — Our  church  enjoyed  one  week  of  pre- 
Easter  services  conducted  by  our  pastor,  who  was  assisted  by 
local  workers.  Both  the  men's  and  women's  groups  brought  a 
special  message  in  song  each  evening.  As  a  result  eight  were 
baptized  on  Easter,  three  of  whom  were  heads  of  families.  Five 
had  been  baptized  by  the  pastor  three  weeks  previous.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  April  14.  With  the  help  of  the  men  a  100% 
Messenger  club  was  formed.  We  are  happy  to  have  succeeded 
in  this.  In  March  a  group  under  the  direction  of  the  pastor 
conducted  services  at  the  city  jail.  Our  church  is  responsible 
for  the  services  at  Shoenbrun  State  Park  on  June  8.  We  ob- 
served Mother's  Day. — Mrs.  A.  T.  Kinsley,  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,   May  24. 

Pleasant  Hill. — Otis  Landis,  a  student  at  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary, was  recently  elected  to  the  ministry.  We  enjoyed  a  soul- 
stirring  revival  in  March.  The  sermons  of  the  first  week  were 
delivered  by  the  following  brethren:  S.  S.  Blough  of  Sidney, 
Chas.  L.  Flory  of  Troy,  H.  E.  Helstern  of  West  Milton,  G.  E. 
Weaver  of  Bradford  and  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill.  For  the 
second  week  Roy  Teach  was  the  evangelist.  As  a  result  of  these 
meetings  twenty-two  were  baptized  and  the  community  blessed. 
On  April  12  we  held  our  love  feast,  at  which  Bro.  Helstern  offi- 
ciated. We  were  represented  at  district  meeting  by  Sisters  Bes- 
sie Royer  and  Maude  Arnett  and  Bro.  Lester  Sollenberger.  Three 
of  our  young  couples  were  married  recently  in  the  church.  Dr. 
Laura  Cottrell,  a  returned  missionary  to  India,  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  at  the  mother  and  daughter  meeting  on  May  16.  At 
this  time  the  note  on  the  parsonage  was  burned. — Maude  Arnett, 
Pleasant  Hill,   Ohio,   May   19. 


Pleasant  Valley.— Our  delegates,  Gerald  Lenker  and  John  Pu- 
terbaugh,  and  several  others  attended  district  meeting  at  New 
Carlisle.  A  report  was  given  the  following  Sunday.  Several 
attended  the  meeting  held  at  Bear  Creek  recently.  On  the 
Wednesday  before  Easter  four  were  baptized  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Clarence  Erbaugh.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Good  Friday, 
with  Bro.  Grover  L.  Wine  of  Greenville  officiating.  The  pastor 
and  his  wife  will  represent  the  church  at  Conference.  The  Sun- 
day-school attendance  has  been  very  good  for  the  spring  months. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  has  been  postponed  to  a  later  date. — 
Marie  Caupp,  Union  City,  Ind.,  May  15. 

Oregon 

Albany.— From  May  1-4  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  stopped  with  us. 
He  delivered  five  very  inspiring  sermons  and  officiated  at  our 
love  feast  on  May  3.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  any  of  our 
brethren  who  are  passing  through  the  valley  stop  and  worship 
with  us.  A  called  council  was  held  on  May  12  to  consider  a  full- 
time  pastor  who  will  begin  Sept.  1.  There  was  a  unanimous 
vote  to  call  Brother  and  Sister  Marion  Stern  of  Fruita,  Colo.  We 
are  praying  that  this  climate  will  improve  Bro.  Stern's  health 
that  he  may  do  a  great  work  here.  We  are  expecting  our  sum- 
mer pastor,  Bro.  Forrest  Groff,  and  wife  to  come  by  June  15. 
Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  under  the  direction  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Ralph  Hatton  of  Portland  will  be  held  in  June. — Mrs. 
N.  E.  Miller,  Albany,  Oreg.,  May  22. 

Pennsylvania 

Altoona,  First  Church. — Before  the  communion  services  on 
May  4  seventeen  were  baptized.  Sometime  before  this  the 
teachers  had  been  urged  to  speak  to  the  unsaved  in  the  Sunday- 
school  classes.  The  pastor  made  a  plea  for  church  attendance 
at  the  beginning  of  the  communion  service.  Our  congregation  is 
co-operating  with  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  plans. 
Following  the  suggestion  of  the  pastor  at  the  business  meeting, 
the  church  has  elected  to  the  ministry  Bro.  Ardie  Wilt,  who  for 
fifty  years  has  served  the  Sunday  school,  most  of  that  time  as 
superintendent.  Bro.  Aubrey  Coffman,  chairman  of  the  dis- 
trict ministerial  board,  presided  at  the  installation  service.  Bro. 
Kenneth  Morse  of  the  Keith  junior  high  will  have  charge  of  the 
summer  Bible  school.  He  has  been  preaching  in  near-by 
churches.  Elder  D.  B.  Maddocks  is  a  member  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee from  this  district.  The  pastor  has  been  conducting 
Wednesday  evening  Bible  study  in  Romans  9,  10,  11. — Mrs.  Ada 
C.   Sell,   Altoona,   Pa.,   May  22. 

Altoona,  Twenty-eighth  Street. — A  number  of  our  people  at- 
tended district  meeting  at  the  Clover  Creek  church  April  8-10. 
The  church  choir  presented  the  cantata,  The  Promise  of  Easter, 
on  Easter  evening.  The  women's  missionary  society  is  studying 
one  chapter  each  month  of  the  book,  Stand  By  for  China.  Dr. 
C.  C.  Ellis  brought  an  inspiring  message,  Christian  Education,  on 
Juniata  day,  April  20.  The  next  day  a  number  of  our  group  at- 
tended the  alumni  banquet.  Our  communion  was  held  April  27. 
The  ladies'  aid  meets  once  each  week  for  an  all-day  quilting. 
We  recently  sent  another  donation  of  clothing  for  war  relief. 
One  hundred  mothers  and  daughters  were  present  at  the  annual 
mother  and  daughter  meeting  on  May  20.  Mrs.  George  Detweiler 
of  Huntingdon,  the  guest  speaker,  chose  as  her  subject  The  Home 
Beautiful.  After  the  program  a  social  hour  with  refreshments 
was  enjoyed.  Plans  are  being  made  for  our  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  opens  June  9. — Mrs.  Galen  Bittner,  Altoona,  Pa., 
May   24. 

Ambler. — On  Sunday  evening  Bro.  Galen  C.  Kilhefner  gave  us 
a  most  interesting  talk,  Around  the  World  to  America.  Our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Mrs.  D.  G.  Hoover,  Mrs.  William 
LaPradd  and  John  Shotzberger.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Crouthamel,  teacher 
of  the  women's  Bible  class,  entertained  the  group  in  her  home. 
Charles  Haff  was  appointed  to  receive  contributions  toward  the 
maintenance  of  our  camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  Our  love 
feast  was  well  attended.  A  mothers  and  daughters  tea  was  held 
with  the  largest  attendance  we  have  ever  had.  Wilma  Stern  of 
Swarthmore  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  young  women's  Bible 
class  will  give  the  play,  It's  a  Woman's  Privilege.  The  a  cappella 
choir  of  Lansdale  High  School,  under  the  direction  of  George 
Messick,  will  give  a  concert.  Our  pastor,  Nevin  H.  Zuck,  has 
been  ordained  to  the  eldership,  Eld.  B.  F.  Waltz  officiating  at  the 
service.— Elizabeth    R.    Blough,    Hatfield,   Pa.,   May   23. 

Clover  Creejt. — On  April  6  we  held  a  memorial  service  for  our 
deceased  pastor,  Bro.  S.  C.  Weyant.  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  preached 
the  sermon.  Since  the  death  of  the  pastor  the  pulpit  has  been 
filled  by  the  elder,  I.  B.  Kensinger,  and  some  visiting  brethren. 
On  April  8,  9,  10  the  district  meeting  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 
was  held  at  our  church.  The  weather  was  ideal  and  the  at- 
tendance very  large.  Brethren  J.  B.  Beach,  E.  K.  Sollenberger 
and  Arch  Brumbaugh  served  as  delegates.  Bro.  Ernest  Brum- 
baugh officiated  at  the  love  feast  on  April  27  and  preached  on 
Sunday  morning.  We  plan  to  begin  our  vacation  Bible  school 
on    June    16. — Pearl    Snowberger,    Martinsburg,    Pa.,    May   26. 

Geiger. — We  held  our  spring  communion  on  May  4  with  our 
pastor,  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  officiating.  The  pastor  held  services  for 
two  nights  preceding  communion.  Three  members  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism  and  ten  by  letter.  Bro.  Carl  Lauer  of  the 
Shade  Creek  congregation  filled  the  pulpit  on  April  27,  when  our 
pastor  was  conducting  an  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Waterford 
church,  Pa.     The  young  people  presented  the  play,  For  He  Had 
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Great  Possessions,  on  April  10.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  very  active. 
The  primary  department  had  charge  of  the  opening  service  of 
the  Sunday  school  on  Mother's  Day.  The  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance, which  had  been  low  during  the  winter  months,  has  in- 
creased with  the  coming  of  spring. — Wilbert  G.  Beeghly,  Listie, 
Pa.,   May   12. 

Palmyra. — The  pre-Easter  services  of  our  church  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Frank  Carper;  the  theme  for  the  week  was 
Faces  Around  the  Cross.  On  Easter  a  sunrise  service  was  held 
with  neighboring  churches  at  the  Spring  Creek  cemetery.  The 
junior  and  intermediate  departments  gave  the  Easter  program  in 
the  church.  Three  people  were  baptized  on  May  4.  Brethren 
J.  Herbert  Miller  and  Roy  Forney  brought  the  messages  prepara- 
tory to  the  love  feast,  at  which  the  latter  officiated.  The  mother 
and  daughter  group  presented  a  program  at  the  morning  service 
on  Mother's  Day.  Each  mother  at  the  service  was  presented  with 
a  carnation.  The  oldest  mother  at  the  evening  service  was  given 
a  New  Testament  with  the  Psalms. — Edith  M.  Blouch,  Palmyra, 
Pa.,  May  19. 

Tennessee 

Knob  Creek. — The  church  met  in  council  on  May  3.  The  fol- 
lowing were  elected  for  the  coming  year:  pastor,  Frank  W.  Isen- 
berg;  elder,  W.  H.  Swadley;  clerk,  John  H.  Thomas;  Messenger 
correspondent,  the  writer.  Reynolds  Simmons  is  president  of 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  Mrs.  Pearl  Sells  of  the  ladies'  aid.  The  women 
have  been  of  great  service  to  the  church.  Bro.  Isenberg  con- 
ducted a  pre-Easter  service;  as  a  result  seven  were  added  to  the 
church.  The  young  people  gave  the  pageant,  The  Challenge  of 
the  Cross,  on  Easter.  The  mother  and  daughter  fellowship 
meeting  will  be  held  the  last  of  May.  The  Messenger  is  in  the 
home  of  every  member. — Helen  B.  Isenberg,  Johnson  City,  Tenn., 
May    16. 

Texas 

Falfurrias. — On  April  20  Bro.  Hollman  of  Tuleta,  Tex.,  brought 
us  an  enjoyable  message.  Eld.  J.  F.  Hoke  of  Welsh,  La.,  was 
with  us  April  26  and  27.  Because  of  the  rain  no  services  were 
held  Saturday  night.  Eld.  Hoke  brought  us  an  inspiring  message 
Sunday  morning  and  spoke  to  an  attentive  audience  in  the  Meth- 
odist church  that  evening.  We  are  very  glad  to  report  that  Sis- 
ter Emma  Whisler,  who  has  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  the  last 
nine  months,  is  able  to  be  up  a  short  time  each  day. — Mrs.  A.  A. 
Dague,  Falfurrias,  Tex.,  May  17. 

Virginia 
Troutville. — The  church  met  in  council  on  April  6.    E.  C.  Fire- 
stone  and  Ray   Rader  were   delegates   to   district  meeting.     Our 


pastor,  E.  C.  Woodie,  and  wife  were  chosen  delegates  to  Annual 
Conference;  J.  G.  Showalter  and  wife  are  alternates.  By  a 
unanimous  vote  Bro.  Woodie  was  asked  to  serve  us  as  pastor  for 
two  years.  The  Baptist  church  co-operated  with  us  in  pre-Easter 
services.  The  meetings  were  held  in  our  church  with  Rev.  E.  R. 
Dowdy,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  the  pulpit  every  other 
night.  The  joint  choirs  of  the  two  churches  gave  special  mes- 
sages in  song  each  evening.  Our  love  feast  was  held  May  13 
with  the  pastor  officiating.  A  special  Mother's  Day  service  was 
held  on  Sunday  evening.  Since  our  last  report  four  have  been 
baptized. — Frankie    Showalter,   Troutville,    Va.,   May    15. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


Ger\eral  Mission  Board 
Or  THI    CHVBCH    Or  THE    BRETHREN  ^ 

£lgir\.  Illinois 


PROUD  as 
PEACOCKS 

about  those  new  Sunday-school 
papers. 

•  good  stories 

•  color  plates 

•  devotions 

•  puzzles  and  games 

•  modern  illustrations 

•  small  size 

•  inexpensive 

SEND  FOR  SAMPLE  COPY.     ASK    YOUR   CHURCH   TO    SUBSCRIBE 

OUR  CHILDREN 
OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING  HOUSE.  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Go4nUta  Mi-  Atteet  mq-u, 

IN  A  BRAND-NEW  STYLE 


•  revised,  small  page  size     •  improved  format     •  eight  pages  of  "story  paper"  content 

•  distinctly  Brethren  materials  •  sixteen  pages  twice  a  month  with  eight  pages  of  Youth 
Program  material  •  direct  suggestions  for  B.  Y.  P.  D.  groups  from  the  Youth  Department 
at  Elgin. 


Beginning  this  iveek 


OUR  YOUNG  PEOPLE 


the  new  style 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 


Gospel  Messenger 


Volume  90 


DETROIT  CHURCH  OF  THE  BRETHREN 
(See  Page  25) 


Q n  litis  Tlumbei 


Number  25 
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Around  the  World  (E.  B.)  

Another  Way  Worth  Trying  (E.  F.) 
The  Cycle  of  Empire  (H.  A.  B.)   ... 
At  Jerusalem  and  at  La  Veme  (E.  F 
Ode  to  a  Mere  Shovel  (H.  A.  B.)  . . 

Kingdom  Gleanings   16,  17 

About  Books 17 


The  General  Forum — 

Faith  Is  the  Victory.    By  C.  Ernest  Davis 5 

Organ  Vespers  (Verse).    By  Lucile  Long 5 

Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church. 

By  J.  Carson  Miller   6 

The  Potter  and  the  Clay.    By  Nathan  Martin..   7 
"On   Being   Wise   With   Material   Wealth." 

By  Wilbur  M.  Bantz    9 

The  Relation  of  the  Song  Leader  to  the  Min- 
ister.   By  Olden  D.  Mitchell 10 

My  Savior  Friend  (Verse).     By  Ruth  B.  Statler.  .11 
So  I  Go  to  Camp  Lagro! 

By  Howard  James  Burnett   11 

Our  Heritage.     By  J.  E.  Miller 12 


The  Missing  Link.— Part  III. 

By  Galen  T.  Lehman    14 

Playing  the  Game  (Verse).     By  S.  S.  Lint 15 

Our   Mission   Work — 

The  Story  of  Eight  Hours  in  a  Model  T  Ford. 

By  Martha  N.  Parker   18 

What  to  Pray  For 19 

Peace  News.     Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull. .  .19 

Home  and  Family — 

As  I  Remember  Poor  Elmer.   By  C.  A.  Barnhart  20 

Thy  Will  (Verse).    By  Maud  L.  Moser 20 

The  Art  of  Making  Friends. 

By  George  W.  Tuttle    21 

The  Professional  Mother  (Verse).     Selected    ..21 

The  Church  at  Work — 

What  Are  Your  Goals  for  the  New  Church 
Year;  Some  Notes  on  Brethren  Ideals;  Re- 
cent Brotherhood  Emphases;  Our  Church  in 
the  Present  Crisis;  Trends  in  Membership 
Growth  and  Giving;  Wisdom's  Way  in 
Work     22-25 
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Around  the  World . . . 


The  largest  class  in  the  history  of 
the  seminary  was  graduated  from 
the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Louisville,  Ky.  The 
number  was  117. 

The  supreme  court  of  New  Hamp- 
shire has  ruled  in  a  sharply-worded 
decision  that  school  officials  have  no 
right  to  require  salutes  to  the 
American  flag  by  pupils. 

The  Boston  Transcript,  111-year- 
old  newspaper,  has  been  discontin- 
ued. This  means  not  only  the  pass- 
ing of  a  newspaper,  but  of  a  society 
which  maintained  such  a  news- 
paper. 

Following  the  mobilization  of 
many  German  clergymen,  according 
to  reports  received  at  Amsterdam 
from  the  Reich,  most  of  their  pulpits 
have  been  filled  by  laymen.  The 
majority  of  the  laymen  are  laborers. 

Sixty  years  of  age,  a  senior  re- 
ceived his  bachelor  of  philosophy 
degree  with  425  graduates  of  the 
1941  graduating  class  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago.  A  buyer  in  a 
dry  goods  store,  he  pursued  his  night- 
school  studies  for  ten  years. 

Southern  Baptist  gains  during  the 
past  two  years  showed  an  increase 
of  churches  from  25,018  to  25,259;  of 
membership  from  4,949,174  to  5,104,- 
327;  subscriptions  to  all  causes  from 
$37,136,531  to  $40,359,038;  a  gain  of 
468  Sunday  schools;  membership  in 
the  women's  missionary  union  al- 
most doubling. 

Construction  of  a  non-denomina- 
tional chapel  for  religious  services 
at  the  Spartan  School  of  Aeronautics, 
Tulsa,  Okla.,  is  being  made  possible 
by  a  gift  of  $5,000  from  Arthur  Ol- 
son, oil  man,  to  the  Tulsa  Council  of 
Churches.  A  nonprofit  corporation 
of  religious  groups,  including  Cath- 
olic. Protestant  and  Jewish  repre- 
sentation, will  be  formed  to  manage 
the  chapel. 


The   Eastern  Swedish  Conference 

of  the  Methodist  church  has  voted 
to  disband  in  order  that  its  24  par- 
ishes may  become  affiliated  with 
English-speaking  conferences. 

A  determined  effort  to  bring 
about  the  union  of  all  Lutheran 
groups  in  the  United  States  is  a  de- 
cision of  the  executive  board  of  the 
United  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer- 
ica. 

A    new    chemical    substance    has 

proved  itself  in  tests  on  animals  and 
in  preliminary  clinical  trials  on  hu- 
man beings  as  the  most  powerful 
non-toxic  germ  killer  so  far  discov- 
ered, thousands  of  times  more  po- 
tent than  the  drugs  of  the  sulfanil- 
amide family. 

Brazil  is  turning  some  of  its  sur- 
plus coffee  into  plastics  by  a  process 
invented  by  Herbert  S.  Polin  of 
New  York.  A  plant  has  been  com- 
pleted to  turn  215  bags  of  coffee 
daily  into  18,000  pounds  of  plastic  to 
be  delivered  at  New  York  for  seven 
to  ten  cents  a  pound. 

The  New  York  group  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Reconciliation  held  its 
fifth  annual  dinner  in  St.  Phillips 
Episcopal  Church  in  Harlem.  Each 
paid  $1.35  for  his  dinner,  a  simple 
meal.  The  difference  between  the 
cost  of  the  meal  and  the  expenses, 
estimated  at  75  to  80  cents,  was  to 
go  toward  helping  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. 

The  thirteen  Christian  colleges  in 
China  are  giving  full  courses  even 
with  makeshift  equipment  and  scarc- 
ity of  books.  They  have  taught 
thousands  of  refugees  to  operate 
portable  bamboo  spinning  wheels,  to 
make  useful  articles  from  metal  sal- 
vaged from  wrecked  planes,  to  make 
Diesel  engines  run  on  walnut  oil. 
Students  spend  week  ends  in  clean- 
up campaigns,  and  teach  villagers 
who  are  attending  school  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives. 


The  200-year-old  cloisters  at  Eph- 
rata,  Pa.,  have  been  sold  to  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  for  $15,- 
000.  The  shrine  will  be  maintained 
by  the  state  and  kept  open  to  the 
public. 

A  committee  to  draft  a  code  gov- 
erning religious  broadcasting  has 
been  requested  by  the  religious  edu- 
cation section  of  the  twelfth  Insti- 
tute for  Education  by  Radio.  Action 
of  the  committee  will  be  reported, 
discussed  and  voted  upon  at  next 
year's  institute. 

A  nation-wide  campaign  among 
Episcopal  women  to  raise  funds  for 
the  rebuilding  of  historic  St.  Paul's 
Cathedral  in  London,  built  by  Sir 
Christopher  Wren,  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Miss  Mary  E.  Johnston 
of  Cincinnati,  chairman  of  women's 
committees  of  the  national  cathe- 
dral association. 

"The  day  will  come  when  monu- 
ments in  the  courthouse  squares  of 
our  land  will  be  erected  to  the  mem- 
ory of  teacher  or  minister,  agricul- 
tural extension  worker  or  home  su- 
pervisor, men  and  women  who  use 
facts  and  good  will  as  major  weapons 
in  the  fight  for  freedom."  These  are 
the  words  of  Ralph  Loomis,  active 
in  the  promotion  of  Christian  adult 
education,  and  extension  sociologist 
for  the  College  of  Agriculture  of 
Missouri. 

One  dollar  in  five  now  goes  for 
taxes  in  the  United  States.  The 
average  amount  for  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  is  $109.  The  federal 
government  gets  a  trifle  over  one 
third,  the  states  a  shade  under  one 
fourth  and  local  governmental  units 
nearly  two  fifths  of  the  fourteen  bil- 
lions. State  taxes  have  increased 
more  than  federal.  For  1940  state 
taxes  were  eleven  times  the  amount 
for  1915  and  two  and  one  half  times 
as  large  as  in  1932. 

A  joint  program  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology  and  the 
Alfred  P.  Sloan  Foundation  of  New 
York  is  developing  "leaders  with  an 
understanding  of  the  broader  and 
longer  term  phases  of  management 
and  of  the  complex  economic  and 
social  environment  in  which  modern 
business  operates."  The  Alfred  P. 
Sloan  Foundation  is  financing  a  na- 
tional competition  for  ten  fellow- 
ships which  will  participate  in  a 
program  of  training  for  this  work. 
Already  seventy  men  have  bene- 
fitted by  this  program,  having  been 
returned  to  the  companies  from 
which  they  had  leaves  of  absence. 
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Another  Way  Worth  Trying 

"The  Maginot  Line  was  the  measure  of  their 
dread.  If  that  material  defense  was  a  mistake, 
what  else  was  a  folk  to  do  that  had  been  wounded 
almost  to  death?" 

Here  is  tragedy  most  pitiable.  Not  so  much  that 
the  poor  wounded  folk  referred  to  knew  not  what 
else  to  do,  but  that  the  authority  quoted  could 
think  of  nothing  else  which  they  might  have  done, 
nothing  that  would  have  been  more  effective  in 
protecting  them.  What  a  capital  example  of  the 
utter  poverty  of  thought  on  the  part  of  so  many 
would-be  spiritual  leaders. 

We  venture  a  suggestion.  We  now  know  that 
the  Maginot  Line,  which  had  received  the  high- 
est praise  as  the  last  word  in  military  security, 
proved  unavailing  in  the  hour  of  need.  What  if 
the  wounded  folk,  who,  by  the  way,  were  the  so- 
called  victors  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  been 
wounded  less  than  their  defeated  enemies — what 
if  they  had  set  about  the  less  costly  task  of  being 
generous  to  those  enemies,  even  daring  to  make 
friends  of  them?  Who  knows  what  might  have 
come  of  such  a  policy? 

Alas  that  so  many  men  in  high  place  in  both 
state  and  church  do  not  even  think  of  that  alter- 
native as  worth  a  trial!  e.  f. 

The  Cycle  of  Empire 

From  time  immemorial  the  shores  of  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea  have  been  the  scene  of  the  strug- 
gle for  empire.  In  turn  ambitious  peoples  have 
tried  to  make  this  sea  their  own.  Greece  with  her 
far-flung  colonies  was  the  first  to  succeed  in  a 
large  way.  Then  came  Rome  and  the  realization 
of  the  control  of  all  the  shores  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 

In  more  recent  times  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  European  powers  have  aspired  to  empire  in 
terms  of  the  Mediterranean  concept.  Think  of 
Spain  in  the  days  of  her  opportunity;  of  France, 


when  Napoleon  tried  to  build  an  empire;  then  of 
Britain  and  her  far-flung  possessions;  finally  of 
the  latest  aspirants  to  world  dominion.  Such  is  the 
cycle  of  empire. 

But  there  are  other  empires  than  those  meas- 
ured in  terms  of  square  miles.  Along  these  same 
Mediterranean  shores  Christianity  spread  as  Paul 
and  others  ventured  to  distant  lands.  And  since 
then  the  leaven  of  the  kingdom  has  spread  until 
an  Amsterdam  conference  was  possible.  There 
seventy  nations  were  represented,  yet  all  were  as 
one  in  their  loyalty  to  Christ. 

Changes  come  to  the  empires  of  the  world 
whether  their  boundaries  are  the  seven  seas  or 
the  farthest  frontiers  of  human  thought.  So 
Christians  must  be  prepared  to  outthink,  outlive 
and  outdie  those  who  would  build  the  second-best 
empires.  h.  a.  b. 

At  Jerusalem  and  at  La  Verne 

It  is  an  interesting  coincidence  that  the  La 
Verne  Conference  Sunday  school  has  the  Jerusa- 
lem Conference  for  its  lesson.  Perhaps  the  older 
Conference  can  teach  us  something  useful  in  the 
management  of  this  one. 

The  occasion  for  it  was  dissension  in  a  local 
church,  brought  on  by  certain  men  who  came  in 
to  tell  the  brethren  they  were  letting  down  the 
bars  too  much  in  taking  in  new  members.  There 
was  then  no  General  Conference  to  appeal  to,  but 
there  was  the  mother  church  where  the  apostles 
still  lived.  What  more  natural  than  to  ask  their 
counsel?  Delegates  were  chosen — Paul  and  Barna- 
bas and  certain  others  of  whom  one  was  Titus 
(Gal.  2:1) — and  sent  to  Jerusalem. 

The  church  there  gave  the  Antioch  delegation  a 
most  cordial  reception,  listening  eagerly  as  the 
missionaries  told  what  'God  had  done  with  them" 
on  their  evangelizing  tour  among  the  Gentiles 
(Acts  15:4).  The  atmosphere  of  the  occasion  was 
marred  somewhat  by  the  emphatic  protest  of  "cer- 
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tain  of  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees  who  believed," 
carried  to  the  point  of  demanding  that  the  Gentile 
Titus  be  circumcised  then  and  there  (Acts  15:5; 
Gal.  2:3-5),  but  Paul  would  not  give  in  to  this. 

Next  day  (or  some  other  day) ,  the  apostles  and 
elders  met  with  the  delegates,  apparently  in  the 
presence  of  the  whole  local  membership,  to  con- 
sider this  problem  further.  After  a  general  forum 
on  the  subject — "much  questioning," — Peter  got 
up  and  related  his  experience  with  the  household 
of  Cornelius.  He  could  not  see  why  they  should 
put  a  yoke  on  the  Gentile  disciples,  which  they 
themselves  had  found  unbearable,  when  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles  could  be  saved  only  "through 
the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 

Then  everybody  kept  very  still  while  Paul  and 
Barnabas  again  rehearsed  at  length  "what  signs 
and  wonders  God  had  wrought  among  the  Gen- 
tiles through  them."  When  they  had  finished, 
James,  not  one  of  the  apostles  but  the  elder-in- 
charge  of  the  Jerusalem  church,  made  a  concilia- 
tory speech  which  seemed  to  capture  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  entire  assembly. 

He  seconded  Peter's  suggestion,  citing  the 
prophets  in  support  of  it,  and  concluded  by  mak- 
ing a  compromise  proposal.  On  the  main  question 
this  was  a  clear  pronouncement  in  favor  of  the 
liberal  position  but  it  made  concessions  to  Jewish 
prejudices  in  certain  other  matters.  Included  also 
was  an  injunction  on  a  point  of  morals,  not  that 
this  had  anything  to  do  with  the  special  business 
under  consideration  but  because  it  was  of  extra 
urgency  in  the  pagan  world. 

In  seeking  help  from  Jerusalem  for  La  Verne  it 
is  important  to  note  exactly  what  the  issue  was 
and  how  the  decision  affected  the  church  practice. 
The  question  was  solely  whether  circumcision 
should  be  required  of  Gentiles.  Jewish  Christians 
had  no  thought  of  giving  up  this  rite  and  did  not 
for  many  years  to  come.  Thus  it  was  agreed  that 
there  should  be  a  difference  in  practice  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  church.  This  has  often 
proved  to  be  the  wisest  course.  The  solution  of 
such  inconsistencies  must  wait  on  time  and  expe- 
rience. Two  can  walk  together  if  they  agree  to 
walk  together. 

Other  suggestive  highlights  of  the  Jerusalem 
proceedings  were  the  liberty  given  the  minority 
objectors  to  state  their  case,  the  evident  earnest 
seeking  of  divine  guidance  ("it  seemed  good  to 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  to  us") ,  and  the  arrangement 
to  report  the  results  to  Antioch  by  trusted  and 
impartial  messengers  along  with  the  returning 
delegates  and  the  written  decision.  In  this  way 
doubtful  points  could  be  cleared  up  with  more 


promise  of  harmonious  acceptance.  Problems  to- 
day yield  more  readily  to  explanations  and  per- 
sonal fellowship  than  to  the  mere  handing  down 
of  authority. 

Most  significant  of  all,  we  think,  was  the  suc- 
cessful effort  to  distinguish  the  vital  factor  in  the 
situation  which  called  for  definite  action  from  the 
unimportant  fringes  which  could  easily  stand  ac- 
commodation. To  hold  fast  to  Christian  liberty 
and  essential  truth  without  making  the  way  hard- 
er for  a  weaker  brother  is  a  constant  test  of  wise 
administration. 

La  Verne  faces  hard  situations  too,  but  none 
more  delicate  than  the  one  which  Jerusalem  met 
so  well.  The  intelligence  and  spirit  that  per- 
meated and  guided  the  older  meeting  will  make 
this  newest  one  a  great  blessing  to  the  church. 

E.  F. 

Ode  to  a  Mere  Shovel 

Among  the  pictures  taken  of  the  opening  activi- 
ties at  Camp  Lagro  is  one  of  an  enrollee  receiving 
his  shovel.  The  campers  will  receive  many  things 
and  express  themselves  in  numerous  ways,  but  the 
most  significant  thing  they  will  get  is  a  shovel, 
and  the  test  of  their  faith  will  rest  in  what  they 
are  able  to  do  with  this  humble  instrument  for 
dealing  with  the  soil. 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  shovel  is  mightier 
than  the  gun.  It  was  a  shovel  of  some  sort  that 
scooped  up  the  ore  from  which  the  iron  for  guns 
was  recovered.  And  back  of  that  shovel  were 
other  shovels  that  turned  the  sod  so  that  men 
might  have  food  yielding  strength  to  think  and 
act.  So  all  hail  to  the  shovel,  prime  tool  of  all 
those  who  would  add  to  the  beauty  of  life! 

Do  not  think  that  this  prose  ode  to  a  shovel  is 
written  by  one  who  has  never  done  more  than 
handle  daintily  an  unsoiled  spade  in  the  con- 
fines of  some  cool  hardware  store.  The  writer  re- 
joices that  he  has  known  intimate  fellowship  with 
a  spade.  He  has  used  a  shovel  for  days  on  end  at 
such  revealing  tasks  as  mixing  cement,  digging 
ditches,  removing  stumps,  building  dikes  and 
spading  the  mellow  garden  spot.  Through  these 
experiences  he  has  come  to  know  the  shovel  as  a 
useful  tool  and  a  symbol  of  a  way  of  life. 

So  take  up  your  shovel  with  joy,  all  you  who 
are  serious  about  the  building  of  a  better  world. 
Learn  to  use  it  with  skill.  Shape  the  hills  to  gen- 
tle slopes  and  change  the  rocky  vale  into  a  pleas- 
ant garden.  Let  every  valley  be  exalted  and  the 
mountains  be  brought  low.  Salute  every  man 
with  a  shovel  that  he  may  have  not  only  the  cour- 
age, but  the  wisdom  with  which  to  build. 

H.  A.  B. 
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Faith  is  the  Victory . . . 

BY  C.  ERNEST  DAVIS 
Summary  of  the  Moderator's  Address  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 


A  few  years  ago  a  great  contest  was  held  for 
the  best  picture  portraying  perfect  rest.  Thou- 
sands of  entries  were  considered  but  finally  the 
judges  discarded  all  but  two.  One  of  these  pic- 
tures was  a  delightful  scene.  There  was  a  placid 
lake  with  not  a  ripple  stirring  on  the  water.  Some 
cattle  were  resting  in  the  shade  of  a  large  tree. 
Not  a  leaf  or  twig  was  stirring.  Everything  was 
at  rest.  The  other  picture  showed  a  raging  storm 
in  a  great  forest.  Dark  clouds  rolled  ominously 
overhead.  The  lightning  was  flashing  in  great 
jagged  streaks  across  the  sky.  One  could  imagine 
the  crash  of  mighty  thunder  and  could  see  the 
monstrous  trees  wrenching  at  their  roots  as  they 
wildly  swayed  with  the  rushing  winds.  There  in 
the  crotch  of  a  sturdy  oak,  serene  and  confident, 
stood  a  little  bird.  In  the  midst  of  the  tumultuous 
confusion  its  little  throat  could  be  seen  fairly 
bursting  in  joyous  song.  That  small  bird  in  the 
midst  of  turmoil  and  danger  exemplified  perfect 
confidence  and  rest. 

This  latter  picture  is  representative  of  our  day, 
of  the  times  in  which  we  must  find  the  resources 
with  which  to  win  the  victory.  In  an  hour  of  such 
desperate  need,  I  find  very  suggestive  the  state- 


Organ  Vespers 

BY  LUCILE  LONG 

Quiet — a  soft,  warm  twilight  wraps  me  round, 
And  in  the  shadowy  church  no  voice  I  hear. 
Such  silence  blesses.     There  is  the  faint  sound 
Of  people  moving  softly  somewhere  near. 

And  then  from  out  the  shadows,  clear  and  sweet, 

I  hear  the  organ.    Rest  is  what  I  feel 

First — a  tired  surrender  so  complete 

Tears  come  to  my  eyes,  the  quiet  tears  that  heal. 

Listening  each  exquisite  tone,   I  do  not  pray. 
The  things  I  want  so  much  and  do  not  have 
I  find  I  still  can  wait  for.    Far  away 
My  wild  desires  and  passionate  wishes  fade. 

And  now  the  music  itself  grows  dim  until 
I  hear  only  a  Voice  speak,  "Peace,  be  still!" 


Bridgewater,  Va. 


ment  of  Saint  John,  ".  .  .  this  is  the  victory  that 
overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith." 

In  the  first  place,  faith  overcomes  by  conquer- 
ing the  internal  forces  that  invite  and  produce  de- 
feat. Anxiety,  fear,  worry,  discouragement,  pes- 
simism, hopelessness,  defeatism,  and  despair  pro- 
duce poisonous  viruses  that  sap  our  strength  and 
leave  us  weak,  impotent,  and  without  either  of- 
fensive power  or  defensive  ability.  Faith  is  the 
antidote  for  all  of  this.  Faith  produces  confidence, 
hope,  courage,  strength,  and  action.  See  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem  in  discouragement  and  ac- 
ceptance of  defeat  as  they  dwell  in  the  midst  of 
ruined  walls.  Then  see  these  same  people  as, 
roused  by  a  leader  of  daring  faith,  against  fierce 
opposition,  they  rebuild  those  walls  in  the  short 
space  of  fifty-two  days. 

In  the  second  place,  faith  overcomes  by  putting 
into  its  possessor  the  Divine  Life  and  Spirit,  there- 
by giving  abundant  strength  to  resist  and  conquer 
the  evil  forces  from  without  that  attack  him. 
Faith  responds  to  that  ringing  challenge,  "Resist 
the  devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  you."  The  man  of 
faith  can  do  this  because  he  can  say  with  Paul,  "I 
live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me,"  and  again, 
"I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  who  strengthen- 
eth  me."  Faith  produces  vision  that  has  substance 
and  availability  for  present  use  for  "faith  is  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen."  That  substance  and  evidence 
give  a  decisive  advantage  to  the  Christian  in  times 
of  stress  and  strain.  He  has  an  inner  strength  and 
support  not  possessed  by  the  man  without  faith. 
Intellect,  feeling,  and  will  unite  to  produce  a  fo- 
cused power  of  personality  and  life  that  is  dy- 
namic and  victorious. 

Finally,  there  is  a  vital  connection  between  my 
topic  and  the  Conference  theme,  "Building  With 
Christ,"  a  theme  in  which  I  am  much  interested 
and  about  which  I  am  greatly  concerned.  Such 
building  is  surely  needed.  Faith  is  the  effective 
guarantee  that  individually  and  corporately  we 
shall  proceed  to  build  with  Christ  even  when  the 
world  tides  are  running  strongly  against  us.  Faith 
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is  the  support  that  will  prevent  a  breakdown  of 
morale  and  spirit  even  when  we  are  forced  into 
temporary  inactivity  on  any  front  and  have  to 
cease  our  building  program  for  the  time,  as  in 
China;  for  faith 

" sees  the  ring  of  light 

Round  nature's  last  eclipse." 

Faith  is  the  victory  that  overcomes  the  world,  a 
victory  wherein  righteousness  triumphs  over  evil, 
and  wherein  ultimately  the  vision  of  the  prophets 
will  be  realized  and  "the  earth  shall  be  filled  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea." 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church 

BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 
2.    Profiting  by  Our  Experience 

"Experience  is  the  best  teacher,  although  it  may 
be  costly  at  times."  The  longer  I  live,  the  more  I 
see  the  truthfulness  of  this  old  saying.  The  ex- 
perience that  we  gather  as  we  go  through  life 
should  be  to  us  like  a  useful  library.  If  we  will 
properly  assort  and  classify  the  different  kinds  of 
experience  that  we  get,  it  will  be  like  a  good  book; 
or  let  me  say,  a  set  of  books,  that  we  can  take 
from  the  proper  shelf  and  use  to  advantage.  Ex- 
perience as  a  stenographer,  for  instance,  has  been 
exceedingly  helpful  to  me,  and  continues  to  be 
helpful  today,  although  it  has  been  over  a  half 
century  since  I  was  a  stenographer  in  office  work. 
My  experience  in  teaching  has  been  helpful,  al- 
though I  have  not  taught  for  forty  years.  At  one 
time  I  was  a  teacher  of  mathematics,  and  I  remem- 
ber making  a  remark  something  like  this:  "If  I 
did  not  believe  that  mathematics  will  make  me  a 
better  Bible  student,  and  even  a  better  Christian, 
I  would  not  teach  it."  This  was  many  years  ago, 
but  up  to  this  time  I  have  not  had  occasion  to  deny 


that  statement.  I  believe  that  God  often  changes 
our  plans  for  us  to  get  us  in  the  proper  channel 
in  which  he  wants  us  to  work;  but  he  does  not 
so  change  our  course  that  we  cannot  use  valuable 
experience  that  we  have  gained.  Soon  after  I 
united  with  the  church,  Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp  asked  me 
what  line  of  work  I  intended  to  follow.  I  told  him 
that  I  was  intending  to  be  a  shorthand  reporter. 
A  year  or  two  later  I  met  Bro.  Sharp  at  an  An- 
nual Meeting.  He  always  seemed  to  have  a  con- 
cern for  his  students,  and  he  asked  me  in  what  I 
was  engaged.  I  told  him  that  I  was  living  at  home 
and  helping  father  with  the  farm  work.  He  re- 
plied: "I  thought  you  told  me  you  were  going 
to  be  a  reporter?"  I  had  to  explain  to  him  that 
my  health  would  not  permit  me  to  continue  my 
shorthand  work,  and  that  I  had  to  make  a  change. 

I  have  referred  to  teaching  and  office  work  as 
being  helpful  in  qualifying  me  for  further  duties. 
Hence,  some  of  the  experience  that  ordinarily 
would  not  be  considered  a  part  of  a  minister's 
qualifications  is  assisting  me  every  day  of  my  life. 
In  church  work  proper,  however,  I  found  more 
direct  help.  The  training  that  I  received  in  the 
Sunday  school  must  not  be  overlooked,  as  it  was 
continually  furnishing  material  for  future  use.  I 
was  early  put  to  work  in  teaching  in  the  Sunday 
school,  and  in  organizing  and  superintending  it. 
Men  who  work  on  railroad  trains  serve  in  a  num- 
ber of  lower  positions  before  their  company  will 
entrust  the  office  of  engineer  or  conductor  in  their 
hands.  So  in  our  church  work,  we  are  obliged  to 
pass  through  a  number  of  lower  positions  before 
we  can  be  expected  to  do  successful  work  higher 
up. 

During  my  younger  days  I  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  the  church  grow  along  various  lines.  In 
our  educational  work  I  was  more  or  less  in  touch 
with  all  our  colleges.  I  spent  three  years  at  Mt. 
Morris  College  in  her  infancy  (1880-1883).  There- 


The  Michael  Wine 
house,  which,  of 
course,  has  taken  on 
a  new  dress  since  the 
Annual  Meeting  of 
1794  was  held  here. 
The  upper  story  was 
a  room  sufficient  for  a 
large  congregation, 
and  we  are  told  that 
the  Annual  Meeting 
congregation  at  that 
time  only  about  half 
filled  the  room. 
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fore,  I  was  interested  in  the  men  she  sent  out  as 
teachers  and  missionaries.  I  was  particularly  in- 
terested in  Bro.  W.  B.  Stover's  work  in  India,  for 
we  had  attended  the  same  college,  and  I  was  al- 
ways glad  to  see  our  old  boys  succeed.  The  found- 
ing of  Bridgewater  College  took  place  also  at  the 
time  I  was  most  interested  in  education.  It  was 
my  privilege  and  pleasure  to  work  with  the  found- 
er, D.  C.  Flory,  and  later  take  his  place  and  hand 
out  the  first  diplomas  the  college  ever  granted. 
Huntingdon  and  Ashland  Colleges  were  also  in 
their  infancy  at  that  time,  and  I  heard  much  in 
connection  with  the  early  history  of  education  in 
our  church.  In  like  manner,  it  was  my  privilege 
to  see  the  Sunday  school  and  mission  work  of  the 
church  grow  from  small  beginnings. 

I  have  always  been  grateful  for  the  encourage- 
ment my  father  gave  me  to  attend  school.  I  often 
heard  him  say  that  the  only  thing  he  held  against 
his  parents  was  that  they  did  not  send  him  to 
school  as  much  as  they  should  have  done.  Thus 
he  helped  me  to  gather  material  that  has  been  of 
great  benefit  to  me  all  these  years.  He  allowed 
me  to  choose  my  own  college  and  my  own  occupa- 
tion, and  when  I  really  thought  that  it  was  my  du- 
ty to  remain  at  home  and  help  him  on  the  farm 
instead  of  going  to  Bridgewater  College  to  teach, 
he  encouraged  me  in  the  latter.  It  always  seemed 
to  me  that  the  Lord  directed  us  so  that  I  might 
get  some  necessary  experience  in  teaching — ex- 
perience that  served  me  well  in  later  years. 

Soon  after  I  united  with  the  church  I  was  called 
to  the  deaconship.  This  experience  was  interest- 
ing to  me.  I  really  felt  that  it  was  an  opportunity 
for  doing  good.  I  enjoyed  going  with  the  older 
Brethren  on  the  annual  visit.  I  saw  the  impor- 
tance of  this  visit  from  the  start,  and  recognized 
in  it  a  great  help  to  the  rural  church.  Our  con- 
gregation extended  over  a  territory  of  some  four 
hundred  square  miles,  with  a  mission  territory 
across  the  mountains  in  West  Virginia.  Our  mem- 
bers were  widely  scattered,  and  some  of  them  sel- 
dom saw  any  of  the  Brethren.  Hence,  these  visits 
would  bring  encouragement  to  them.  We  had 
many  poor  members  in  the  mountains  and  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  congregation  that  really  had  an 
excuse  for  not  attending  church  services  regular- 
ly. I  looked  upon  it  as  the  duty  of  the  church  to 
visit  them  frequently,  and  thus  bring  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  them.  I  have  met  members 
who  were  not  especially  favorable  to  the  annual 
visit.  My  experience,  however,  has  been  that  to 
the  rural  church  it  is  exceedingly  beneficial  if 
properly  conducted.  In  city  churches,  or  in 
churches  that  today  have  wide-awake  pastors,  it 
might  be  dispensed  with,  but  I  am  speaking  of  a 


country   church,   such  as   I   have  described,   and 
where  I  have  labored  for  over  fifty  years. 

In  many  of  our  congregations  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  visit  all  the  members  of  the  church 
very  often  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Hence,  the 
annual  visit  was  sure  to  bring  the  Brethren  into 
every  home  at  least  once  a  year.  Whatever  may 
be  said  in  regard  to  the  ways  and  means  of  church 
work  to  which  I  was  accustomed,  I  am  sure  that 
the  experience  that  I  gained  in  the  country  church 
would  need  to  be  largely  modified  if  I  should  at- 
tempt to  work  in  the  city  church.  Likewise,  the 
experience  of  the  average  city  pastor  would  need 
some  modification  if  he  were  to  take  charge  of  a 
country  church  of  the  character  of  many  of  our 
congregations.  Of  course,  the  conditions  today 
differ  very  widely  from  the  conditions  when  I  be- 
gan work  in  the  church,  as  I  shall  notice  later  on. 
When  I  began,  the  young  people,  being  few  in 
number,  had  uphill  work  in  our  congregation,  but 
now  the  young  and  the  old  work  together  har- 
moniously. Those  taking  part  on  the  various  pro- 
grams range  in  age  from  ten  or  twelve  years  to 
nearly  eighty — a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  a  B.  O.  P.  D.  com- 
bined, a  combination  necessary  in  our  little  con- 
gregation. 

Moores  Store,  Va. 


The  Potter  and  the  Clay 

BY   NATHAN   MARTIN 
Jeremiah   18:1-10 

This  figure  is  frequently  used  in  the  Bible,  both 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  Isaiah  says,  "But 
now,  O  Lord,  thou  art  our  Father;  we  are  the  clay 
and  thou  our  potter;  and  we  are  all  the  work  of 
thy  hand."  Jeremiah  uses  it  in  this  present  study. 
Paul  uses  it  when  he  writes  to  the  Roman  church. 
The  figure  is  rich  in  instruction. 

The  Potter.  The  craftsman  is  God  himself.  He 
it  is  who  takes  human  clay  and  fashions  it  upon 
the  wheel  of  time,  working  out,  if  permitted,  his 
vision  and  his  will.  He  is  both  intelligent  and 
capable. 

We  can  readily  imagine  the  block  of  marble 
questioning  as  it  is  quarried  from  the  hills,  "What 
does  this  mean?"  Its  question  becomes  deeper  as 
it  proceeds  on  the  railroad  train  to  the  distant  city. 
As  the  sculptor  with  mallet  and  chisel  cuts  away 
at  it,  until  finally  the  angel  comes  forth  from  its 
prison  and  the  result  is  so  perfect  that  with  the 
breath  of  God  it  might  at  once  move  its  wings  and 
fly  to  the  angels'  choir,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that 
all  along  the  artist  was  working  out  the  vision 
which  had  taken  shape  in  his  heart.  The  master 
Potter  has  a  definite  plan  and  vision  for  every 
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life  he  has  created.  Moreover,  to  shape  and  fash- 
ion a  life  is  the  matter  of  supreme  interest  with 
him. 

The  Clay.  The  material  with  which  the  potter 
works  is  not  attractive.  Composed  of  sand,  water, 
oxide  of  iron,  sometimes  lime,  it  is  a  dead,  shape- 
less mass.  Steel  filings  would  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  the  artisan.  It  must  be  clay.  It  is  entirely 
passive:  the  shaping  depends  upon  the  skill  of 
the  potter. 

Certain  conditions,  however,  militate  against 
the  efforts  of  the  potter.  First,  it  may  be  too  thin; 
it  may  have  too  little  consistency.  When  the  trial 
comes,  when  the  responsibility  is  placed  upon  the 
shoulders,  down  the  figure  goes.  Courage  and 
firmness  are  lacking. 

Secondly,  the  clay  may  be  too  stiff.  "Too  stiff  is 
not  good  in  clay  on  the  potter's  wheel."  There 
can  be  no  peace,  no  purity,  no  power,  without  a 
yielded  will.  Unless  there  is  a  yielding  to  God,  an 
entire  surrender  to  his  will  without  questioning, 
his  work  is  hindered.  A  wrong  may  have  been 
done  toward  a  brother.  God  says,  "Confess  it,  and 
ask  his  forgiveness."  The  offender  says,  "No." 
The  Potter's  work  is  hindered.  When  disappoint- 
ments and  heartbreaking  experiences  come  upon 
us  and  we  argue  with  God,  the  Potter's  work  is 
hindered.  When  God  would  send  his  servant  to  a 
certain  place  for  a  certain  work,  and  he  refuses, 
the  Potter's  work  is  hindered. 

Thirdly,  there  may  be  foreign  matter  in  the  clay 
— a  stone,  a  pebble,  which  will  insist  on  appearing 
at  the  time  when  the  potter  is  just  in  the  midst  of 
one  of  his  finest  touches.  Somewhere,  hidden 
away  in  the  Christian's  life,  there  may  be  a  secret 
hidden  thing,  some  sin  which  is  marring  and  ruin- 
ing the  life.  You  may  have  resolved  against  it, 
and  fought  against  it,  but  so  long  as  it  remains  the 
work  of  the  Potter  is  hindered. 

The  Process.  A  process  is  necessary.  As  in  na- 
ture, so  in  grace.  As  little  as  the  clay,  raw  and 
unsightly,  is  fit  for  the  work  of  the  potter,  just  so 
unfit  is  human  nature,  unless  thoroughly  worked 
and  tempered.  But,  "though  hard  and  unyield- 
ing our  natures  may  be  when  we  are  placed  in 
the  mortar  bed,  if  we  are  willing  to  be  humbled, 
tramped  under  foot,  willing  to  submit  ourselves 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  then  in  due  time 
he  will  exalt  us." 

When  the  clay  is  dug  from  the  earth,  it  is 
thrown  upon  a  heap,  moistened  with  water  and 
then  worked  and  tramped  for  hours  until  it 
reaches  the  proper  consistency.  Upon  the  proper 
preparation  of  the  material  at  the  first  step  of  the 
process  largely  depends  the  success  of  the  work  as 


it  progresses  through  succeeding  steps.  Upon  the 
first  work  of  grace,  a  thorough  and  genuine  re- 
pentance and  regeneration,  largely  depends  the 
success  of  the  later  steps  and  experiences  in  grace. 

This  first  process  accomplished,  the  lump  of 
clay,  now  of  the  proper  consistency,  is  placed  up- 
on the  wheel,  which  is  usually  turned  by  a  foot 
treadle,  and  with  deft  fingers  is  fashioned  by  the 
potter.  After  several  days  of  drying,  during  which 
the  surplus  water  is  permitted  to  escape,  it  is 
placed  in  the  furnace  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the 
colors,  making  the  texture  firmer  and  at  the  same 
time  giving  it  the  final  test  as  to  quality  of  ma- 
terial. So  in  the  Christian  experience,  trials  and 
affliction  are  not  intended  for  our  destruction,  but 
to  bring  out  the  best  in  us  and  to  make  us  able 
to  endure  hardness  for  him. 

The  better  class  of  vessels  are  then  carefully 
burnished  and  polished,  so  that  they  may  appear 
beautiful.  Beauty  is  perfectly  consistent  with 
Christianity. 

The  one  thing  most  striking  through  all  the 
steps  of  the  entire  process  is  the  human  touch.  In- 
quire of  the  potter,  and  say,  "Why  do  you  not  em- 
ploy machinery  for  this  delicate  work,  and  do  it 
more  rapidly?"  His  reply  is,  "We  have  tried  it. 
It  requires  the  human  touch." 

In  God's  great  work  of  moulding  souls  there  is 
great  use  for  definite  personal  effort.  The  human 
element  is  not  a  negligible  quantity.  Recently,  a 
man  who  was  elected  to  a  political  office  was 
asked  what  contributed  most  to  his  election.  "Per- 
sonal visitation  to  voters,"  was  his  reply.  It  was 
the  personal  touch  of  the  good  Samaritan  that 
won  the  praise  of  Jesus.  When  Saul,  blind,  de- 
jected, and  in  misery,  expecting  prison  or  execu- 
tion, felt  the  touch  of  a  human  hand  and  heard 
the  ring  of  a  human  voice,  "Brother  Saul,  the  Lord 
hath  sent  me,"  we  have  the  starting  point  of  a 
great  lifework.  When  Paul,  later  on,  describes 
his  experiences  with  the  barbarians,  he  says, 
"They  showed  us  no  little  kindness." 

John  Wanamaker,  merchant  prince  and  leader 
in  Sunday-school  work,  tired  on  Sunday  evening 
at  nine  o'clock,  after  having  been  present  in  eleven 
services  that  day,  made  the  remark,  "I  missed  a 
little  girl  from  Bible  school."  When  asked 
whether  he  missed  one  in  a  school  of  three  thou- 
sand, he  replied,  "Yes,  she  is  reported  sick,  and  we 
must  go  and  visit  her."  As  he  entered  the  room 
the  girl's  face  brightened.  He  sat  down  by  her 
bedside,  talked  with  her  cheerily  while  holding 
her  little  hand  in  his.  After  a  short  conversation, 
the  little  girl's  countenance  beaming  with  inter- 
est and  delight,  the  great  man  knelt  and  prayed. 
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Of  all  the  many  things  she  may  have  learned  in 
Sunday  school  much  may  have  been  forgotten, 
but  she  would  never  forget  the  personal  visit  of 
this  great  man.  In  London,  some  one  visited  a 
sick  boy  some  years  ago.  Noticing  an  orange,  in- 
quiry was  made  as  to  who  brought  it.  The  boy 
replied,  "I  don't  know  his  name,  but  he  makes 
great  speeches  over  in  Parliament."  It  was  Wil- 
liam E.  Gladstone. 

The  Potter's  Touch  Is  Sympathetic.  "He  was 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities."  He  was 
"moved  with  compassion."  He  pictures  the  mas- 
ter of  the  feast  as  saying,  "Call  hither  the  poor, 
the  lame,  the  maimed  and  the  blind."  A  gentle- 
man stepped  into  a  jeweler's  store  to  purchase  an 
opal.  Its  dull,  lusterless  appearance  did  not  im- 
press him  favorably.  "But,"  interrupted  the  sales- 
man, "it  is  a  sympathetic  stone,"  as  he  took  it 
from  the  case  and  held  it  for  a  moment  in  his 
hand.  When  he  opened  his  hand,  the  stone  glowed 
with  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow.  "Chords  that 
were  broken  will  vibrate  once  more"  to  the  touch 
of  a  sympathetic  hand. 

A  certain  man  was  known  as  a  hard  taskmaster. 
He  sat  comfortably  upon  his  porch,  while  his 
workmen  were  toiling  in  the  rain.  He  seemed 
amused  at  their  plight.  With  a  harsh  laugh  and  a 
cold  unfeeling  manner,  he  called  out  to  them, 
"Boys,  I  feel  for  you,  but  I  cannot  reach  you." 
Even  among  God's  lesser  creatures  there  is  more 
sympathy  than  that.  One  Saturday  morning  it 
was  noticed  that  a  bird  became  entangled  in  a 
string  in  the  treetop.  An  effort  was  made  with  a 
pole  to  free  the  bird.  In  so  doing  it  was  injured 
and  gave  a  shrill  cry  of  pain.  At  once  a  dozen 
birds,  from  as  many  different  directions,  came 
fluttering  to  the  assistance  of  their  mate. 

Marred,  Made  Again.  In  a  work  so  precious  to 
the  heart  of  the  Master  as  the  moulding  of  human 
hearts,  there  should  be  no  failures.  But  human 
nature  raises  its  puny  hand  against  his  best  efforts 
and  spoils  his  work.  Sin  mars.  Grace  makes  over 
again.  Two  courses  are  open:  when  the  Potter 
sees  that  he  is  striving  against  odds  which  would 
foil  his  best  attempts,  he  can  either  pass  it  by  with 
making  just  a  vessel  of  a  very  ordinary  sort,  or  he 
can  break  it  and  make  it  again. 

By  his  Word  he  makes  us  again.  His  Word  is  a 
light,  and  it  is  in  the  light  that  the  flowers  bloom 
and  put  forth  their  best.  His  Word  is  a  hammer 
that  breaks  the  rocks  in  pieces.  His  Word  is  a  fire 
that  burns  out  the  dross  and  leaves  us  free  indeed. 
His  Word  is  water  that  cleanses  us  from  the  things 
which  hinder  and  harm. 

Sometimes  by  outward  circumstances  we  are 
made   again.     Trials   and   disappointments,   days 


when  the  sun  does  not  shine,  nights  when  the  stars 
are  dead,  heartbreaking  experiences,  open  graves 
— all  these  in  his  own  time  and  way  lead  men  to 
better  lives. 

The  Potter's  Field.  When  the  clay  continues  to 
resist,  the  Potter  makes  some  cheap  thing  out  of 
it,  according  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  best 
suited.  When  clay  proves  itself  too  utterly  unfit, 
he  pitches  it  out  the  window  of  his  little  shop  and 
it  occupies  the  potter's  field,  rejected  as  worthless. 
The  potter  has  great  patience,  but  there  is  a  limit. 

The  Divine  Sovereignty.  The  great  underlying 
principle  of  the  figure  under  consideration  is  "The 
Divine  Sovereignty."  "O  house  of  Israel,  cannot 
I  do  with  you  as  this  potter?  saith  the  Lord."  The 
clay  has  not  even  the  power  to  choose;  human 
nature  has.  The  clay  is  utterly  in  ignorance  of 
the  potter's  plan  for  it;  human  nature  is  not.  Man 
was  created  with  a  will  of  his  own — this  will 
either  comply  with  that  of  the  great  Potter  or 
rebel  against  it. 

The  Potter's  Name.  When  the  vessel  is  made, 
the  Potter  impresses  upon  it  his  mark.  The  apos- 
tle says,  "I  bear  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord 
Jesus."  Two  kinds  of  marks  are  mentioned  in 
God's  Word — the  mark  for  God  and  the  mark  of 
the  beast.  The  mark  directs  inquirers  where  the 
product  may  be  procured.  No  Christian  should  be 
ashamed  to  bear  before  the  world  the  marks  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  but  ought  to  consider  it  an  honor 
to  point  the  world  to  him. 

Lebanon,  Pa. 


"On  Being  Wise  With  Material  Wealth" 

BY  WILBUR  M.  BANTZ 

Among  the  parables  spoken  by  Jesus,  the  one 
concerning  the  unjust  steward  is  most  unusual;  yet 
it  is  full  of  meaning  and  very  practical  in  the  wis- 
dom of  the  proper  use  of  material  wealth. 

The  world  crisis  will  demand  changing  condi- 
tions in  the  use  of  this  world's  goods.  Billions 
cannot  be  blasted  at  our  enemies  without  bringing 
a  day  of  reckoning.  False  investments  will  be 
made,  and  many  times  we  will  be  asked  to  give 
for  both  good  and  evil  purposes.  We  will  need 
the  keenest  of  wisdom  in  the  proper  distribution 
of  our  gifts. 

When  the  unjust  steward  who  had  wasted  his 
master's  goods  learned  that  he  was  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  stewardship,  and  realizing  that  his 
position  would  probably  be  removed  from  him,  he 
very  carefully  and  wisely  planned  for  his  future 
welfare.  He  straightway  began  to  reduce  the 
debts  of  those  who  owed  his  lord;  and  by  this 
means  he  made  it  possible  to  call  upon  their  good 
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grace  and  mercy  when  he  himself  no  longer  pos- 
sessed a  means  of  income.  Certainly  there  was 
nothing  right  in  what  he  did,  nor  could  he  be 
praised  for  his  injustice;  yet  he  so  cleverly  and 
keenly  planned  for  his  future  good  that  his  mas- 
ter could  only  commend  him:  not  for  his  wrong- 
doing, but  for  his  wise  planning. 

It  seems  that  the  children  of  this  world  are  wis- 
er than  the  children  of  light,  but  Jesus  would 
have  them  no  less  wise.  If  an  evil  man  can  so 
wisely  care  for  his  future  welfare,  we  can  hardly 
expect  less  from  a  righteous  man.  Yet  what  are 
we  doing  with  what  God  has  entrusted  to  us?  Is 
it  being  invested  for  our  future  good?  Compare 
our  expenditures  for  liquor,  tobacco,  automobiles, 
and  many  other  luxuries,  even  among  church 
people,  with  what  we  spend  for  schools, 
churches,  and  other  character  building  agencies, 
and  it  will  be  difficult  to  account  it  as  wisdom! 
Look  at  the  millions  of  acres  of  devastated  soil, 
the  destruction  of  beautiful  forests,  with  the  grow- 
ing poverty  of  rural  life,  and  see  how  we  have 
cared  little  for  our  future  welfare.  What  about 
the  wisdom  of  trying  to  protect  ourselves  from  our 
enemy  by  letting  millions  of  innocent  people 
starve?  When  we  are  afflicted  by  the  diseases  of 
these  dying  millions,  when  commerce  is  no  longer 
possible  because  of  the  tragedies  of  war,  when  we 
have  sunk  to  new  and  lower  economic,  moral  and 
spiritual  levels,  the  like  of  which  we  have  never 
yet  experienced,  and  when  the  noble  minds  that 
might  have  helped  to  solve  the  problems  of  a  de- 
caying civilization  are  silenced  in  death;  maybe 
we  will  have  learned  the  lesson  of  the  unjust 
steward.  Material  wealth  is  not  to  be  wasted  on 
the  pleasures  of  the  day,  but  to  be  so  used  as  to 
bring  security  for  our  future  welfare. 

In  wisely  planning  for  the  future  the  unjust 
steward  discovered  that  material  wealth  could  be 
exchanged  for  spiritual  realities.  Oil  and  wheat 
could  be  exchanged  for  friendship  and  hospitality, 
and  in  the  end  he  could  trust  them.  Never  in  the 
history  of  mankind  have  we  had  so  many  things, 
yet  such  poverty  of  life.  We  hold  in  our  hands 
that  which  has  been  entrusted  to  us,  which  if 
properly  invested,  would  be  the  greatest  source  of 
the  richest  kind  of  living.  When  I  think  of  Rus- 
sell H.  Conwell  and  Temple  University,  or  Presi- 
dent Winger  and  Manchester  College,  or  the  host 
of  church  leaders  who  have  made  their  own  liv- 
ing, yet  pastored  the  churches,  I  am  made  con- 
scious of  some  who  have  been  as  wise  as  the  un- 
just steward  in  the  use  of  their  material  wealth, 
but  who  have  been  far  more  just,  and  who  have 
made  life  the  richer  by  the  discovery  of  the  value 
of  spiritual  realities. 


Faithful  and  wise  investment  of  one's  material 
wealth  is  indicative  of  his  true  character  and 
worth.  For  what  do  we  spend  our  money,  our 
talents,  the  years  of  our  life?  In  checking  these 
we  can  discover  our  sense  of  values,  and  see  the 
motives  that  underlie  our  character.  After  this 
war  is  over  we  will  learn  again  that  the  economic 
and  profit  motives  -undergirded  it.  Human  life  is 
cheap  because  we  place  our  highest  values  on  ma- 
terial possessions.  If  we  want  peace,  goodwill 
and  temperate  living,  we  must  be  willing  to  ex- 
change our  love  of  money  and  our  thirst  for 
power,  that  such  spiritual  realities  may  exist.  To 
be  wise  enough  to  plan  the  use  of  that  which  God 
has  entrusted  unto  us  for  the  future  good  of 
man,  and  to  exchange  it  for  those  abiding  reali- 
ties which  enrich  life,  is  to  possess  a  character 
that  is  not  only  wise  but  just  and  faithful  to  him 
from  whom  there  comes  every  good  and  perfect 
gift.  I  count  it  a  great  opportunity  that  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been  granted  the 
privilege  of  investing  her  wealth  and  youthful 
talents  in  a  service  for  the  future  good  of  man- 
kind. Let  us  be  willing  to  sacrifice  that  such  might 
be  done.  We  will  not  only  be  wise  and  just,  but 
will  be  keeping  and  creating  the  kind  of  wealth 
in  which  our  future  welfare  is  secure. 

Toledo,  Ohio. 


The  Relation  of  the  Song  Leader 
To  the  Minister 

BY  OLDEN  D.  MITCHELL 

The  minister  is  the  head  of  the  program  and 
work  of  the  local  church.  No  minister  can  do  all 
the  work  alone,  and  the  intelligent  ones  don't  at- 
tempt it.  Capable  and  trained  co-workers  are 
needed.  One  of  the  most  essential  of  these  is  the 
song  leader. 

Someone  has  said,  and  rightly  so,  that  the  song 
leader  is  the  minister's  right  arm.  Unfortunately 
some  ministers  fail,  and  the  success  of  others  is 
limited,  because  of  a  weak  right  arm.  Fortunate 
indeed  is  the  minister  who  has  an  efficient  song 
leader. 

One  of  the  chief  tasks  and  privileges  of  the  min- 
ister is  to  lead  his  people  into  a  vital,  personal  re- 
lationship with  God.  This  is  also  the  chief  respon- 
sibility of  the  song  leader.  In  doing  this  they  must 
be  workers  together,  and  "workers  together  with 
God."  In  the  regular  worship  services  of  the 
church  on  Sunday  both  the  minister  and  the  song 
leader  are  attempting  the  same  thing,  each  doing 
his  part  as  co-workers  in  this  great  undertaking. 
Some  may  say  that  the  sermon  is  the  important 
thing,  while  others  believe  that  the  singing  is  more 
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important,  yet  both  ideas  are  wrong  unless  there 
is  a  complete  and  united  service  that  leads  people 
to  an  experience  with  God. 

As  assistant  to  the  minister  in  the  service  of 
worship,  the  song  leader  has  great  opportunities 
and  also  great  responsibilities.  To  a  large  extent 
he  is  responsible  for  getting  the  people  away  from 
their  worries  and  problems  of  the  week  and  focus- 
ing their  attention  on  higher  things.  He  leads 
them  in  singing  praises  to  God,  in  singing  their 
prayer  of  humble  penitence,  in  voicing  their  great 
convictions,  and  in  the  reconstruction  of  life  as 
they  sing  their  hymn  of  dedication  to  God.  He 
prepares  the  way  for  the  great  message  of  God  as 
spoken  by  and  through  the  minister.  Following 
this  he  leads  the  people  to  dedicate  their  all  to  the 
Father  as  they  express  their  feelings  in  song — 
thy  will  be  done,  in  me,  by  me,  and  through  me. 

In  order  to  have  true  worship  the  people  must 
be  united  in  fellowship,  united  in  mind  and  soul. 
The  song  leader  has  the  privilege  of  doing  this  as 
he  leads  them  in  uniting  their  voices  in  the  hymns 
they  know  and  love. 

A  worship  service  that  takes  people  from  where 
they  are  to  where  they  ought  to  be  does  not  just 
happen — it  must  be  carefully  and  prayerfully 
planned  and  prepared.  This  is  true  of  the  regular 
services  as  well  as  the  special  services  of  worship. 
Together  the  minister  and  song  leader  must  do  the 
necessary  planning  and  preparation. 

All  normal  people  need  training  in  worship, 
whether  they  are  young  or  old.  Every  church 
needs  a  continuous  training  program  to  enable  its 
members  to  have  a  growing  and  enriching  expe- 
rience of  worship.  Neither  the  minister  nor  the 
song  leader  can  succeed  in  this  task  alone,  yet 
much  can  be  accomplished  when  they  unite  their 


My  Savior  Friend 

BY  RUTH  B.  STATLER 

What  though  each  day  to  me  should  bring 

A  burden  more  than  I  can  bear; 

Still  I  shall  sing,  for  I've  a  Friend  who'll  share 

Each  grievous  thing, 

My  every  care. 

What  though  my  weary  heart  should  break, 
Or  falter  under  sorrow's  load; 
Yet  he  will  give  me  strength  to  take  .  .  . 
To  take  the  nobler  road. 

In  every  bitter  pain  and  loss, 

When  worldly  cares  my  soul  attend, 

I  kneel  in  prayer  before  the  blood-stained  cross; 

He  gives  me  strength, 

Jesus! 

My  Savior  Friend. 

Somerset,  Pa. 


efforts  in  planning  and  administering  this  pro- 
gram. 

The  minister  and  song  leader  should  be  com- 
rades in  a  common  task,  partners  and  co-workers, 
if  they  desire  to  fulfill  their  mission  in  the  church 
and  in  the  world.  They  must  be  Christian  enough 
that  their  personal  feelings  are  never  hurt,  Chris- 
tian enough  that  they  can  be  open-minded,  Chris- 
tian enough  to  welcome  sincere  criticism  and  sug- 
gestions for  improvement.  Neither  the  minister 
nor  the  song  leader  is  fit  for  his  position  if  he  does 
not  have  these  Christian  graces  and  more. 

The  work  of  the  minister  and  song  leader  is  done 
more  smoothly  when  each  knows  his  specific  du- 
ties— duties  that  must  be  done  alone  as  well  as 
those  that  must  be  done  together.  A  little  tact  or 
good  common  sense  helps  make  the  difficult  places 
smooth,  and  makes  the  friendship  more  free  and 
genuine  between  minister  and  song  leader.  This 
is  especially  true  when  it  is  necessary  for  the 
minister  to  give  his  song  leader  some  training 
along  the  line  of  enriching  the  service  of  worship, 
or  when  the  song  leader  is  compelled  to  give  the 
minister  some  help  in  appreciation  of  good  hymns 
and  their  place  in  the  worship  service.  With  true 
Christian  love  dominating  the  life  of  minister  and 
song  leader,  each  will  enrich  the  life  and  work  of 
the  other  through  the  years.  Thus  the  minister 
and  his  "right  arm"  will  prove  themselves  true 
"workers  together  with  God." 

Chicago,  III. 


So  I  Go  to  Camp  Lagro! 

BY  HOWARD  JAMES  BURNETT 

A  few  weeks  ago  they  fairly  leaped  out  of  the 
mail  box  at  me — my  draft  papers.  My  friends  had 
previously  received  their  long  envelopes  and  I  had 
nonchalantly,  perhaps,  added  my  remarks  to  their 
cries  of  elation  or  of  disappointment  at  the  signif- 
icance of  those  papers — for  in  college  one  finds  all 
shades  of  opinion  on  the  draft  question.  "My  time 
is  a  long  way  off,  thank  goodness,"  I  would  brag. 
But  as  I  scanned  those  papers,  at  last  spelling  a 
new  experience  in  my  young  life,  a  strange  feel- 
ing passed  through  the  pit  of  my  stomach.  At  last 
the  day  had  come  when  I  would  and  must  give  my 
answer  to  a  great  social  problem,  not  in  words  and 
essays,  but  in  deed.  Draft,  tension,  war,  and  de- 
struction— it  is  such  an  evil  sequence! 

Soon  shall  come  Camp  Lagro,  I'm  sure.  The 
odds  are  in  favor  of  my  passing  the  medical  ex- 
amination. Close  friends  with  whom  I  had  bud- 
died  have  elected  to  go  south  to  the  large  army 
camps;  I  will  pursue  a  course  of  my  own!  We  all 
had  practically  grown  up  together,  and  knowing 
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them  well,  I  was  surprised  at  their  choice.  But  now 
our  paths  are  denned.  When  they  return  from 
Georgia  next  year  they  will  have  seen,  done,  and 
thought  much.  They  will  have  changed.  How 
can  I,  in  a  conscientious  objectors'  camp,  match 
them  in  a  likewise  changed  spirit  and  outlook? 

1.  Unfamiliar  with  the  camp  program  at  Lagro, 
I  can  nevertheless  make  a  few  early  resolutions 
before  entering  there.  I  can  enter  camp  with  a 
determination  to  glean  the  fullest  from  my  ex- 
periences there.  Certainly  I  will  come  away  the 
richer  for  my  stay.  This  is  not  an  attempt  at  ra- 
tionalization. At  first  I  thought  it  a  hard  thing  to 
be  forced  to  give  up  college  studies  in  order  to  sat- 
isfy the  uneasy  whims  of  Washington;  but  per- 
haps this  is  a  blessing  in  disguise.  Education  will 
not  stop  upon  our  entering  Camp  Lagro.  In  the 
wide  diversion  of  activities  demanded  of  one, 
whether  in  school,  on  the  farm,  or  just  at  home, 
there  is  scarcely  enough  time  to  fully  devote  to 
each  task  and  perform  it  to  get  the  widest  re- 
turns. When  you  enumerate  the  thousand  and  one 
things  attempted  daily,  you  find  that  little  time  is 
given  to  each.  In  my  case  there  is  reading,  both 
of  books  and  magazines,  and  study  and  athletics 
and  correspondence  and  a  host  of  other  little 
things.  In  Lagro  where  living  is  reduced  to  a  sim- 
ple daily  schedule  perhaps  time  can  be  budgeted 
in  the  months  there  to  delve  more  deeply  into  de- 
sired reading,  discussion  and  study  topics,  as  well 
as  recreation.  The  many  social  demands  will  not 
be  made  upon  one's  time. 

2.  Primarily  I  am  in  a  C.  O.  camp  because  of  my 
conscience  on  the  war  question.  In  the  next  year 
there  I  should  cultivate  a  sturdier  standard  of  per- 
sonal values  on  the  Christ  way  of  life  in  a  hate- 
and  war-torn  world.  Through  association  with 
men  of  similar  mind,  and  through  personal  read- 
ing and  study,  I  should  be  able  to  re-enter  civilian 
life  more  awake  to  the  proportions  of  a  gentle- 
man who  knows  and  lives  daily  pacifism  so  that 
his  friends  and  associates  are  made  mindful  of  his 
presence. 

3.  I  shall  live,  work,  and  play  with  choice  men. 
Not  every  type  of  fellow  will  be  in  a  C.  O.  camp. 
A  fine  opportunity  is  offered  to  learn  how  to  min- 
gle with  big  souls  and  profit  from  it.  Daily  rub- 
bing elbows  with  men  of  high  standards  and 
ideals  who  will  come  from  homes  and  backgrounds 
of  the  best  type  should  certainly  make  an  indeli- 
ble impression  on  me.  Thought  and  conversation 
should  be  more  provocative  for  me  in  such  a 
group.  These  man  will  have  thought  and  studied 
much;  their  contributions  to  our  camp  will  be 
most  valuable. 

4.  In  a  year's  planned  study  I  can  cover  a  wide 


range  of  literature.  As  mentioned  in  my  first 
point,  time  will  be  available  for  reading  which  be- 
fore I  could  find  no  time  to  pursue.  Spurred  by 
the  group  discussions  and  "bull  sessions"  which 
Lagro  will  offer,  I  should  be  without  any  reason 
for  not  using  the  library. 

5.  Above  all  I  should  unstintingly  make  my 
physical  labors  as  hard  and  as  much  a  concern  to 
me  as  are  the  tasks  the  army  camps  are  demand- 
ing of  their  enrollees.  While  my  friends  are 
sweating  in  the  hot  sun  in  the  big  camps,  I  should 
not  feel  myself  more  fortunate  in  a  smaller  C.  O. 
camp.  Each  is  sacrificing  time  and  personal  am- 
bitions for  the  common  welfare,  only  in  different 
channels.  Perhaps  since  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
have  my  convictions  respected  on  a  topic  about 
which  there  is  so  much  national  disagreement,  I 
owe  it  in  gratitude  to  do  more  in  physical  labor 
and  exertion  than  the  boys  in  army  camps. 

The  draft  law  was  unwelcome  to  so  many  young 
men.  Whether  in  colleges  or  in  industry  they  all 
had  their  plans  for  the  future,  immediate  as  well 
as  distant.  However,  the  system  is  here  to  stay 
for  the  next  few  years — or  as  long  as  the  war 
hysteria  grips  the  nation.  Why  not  make  the 
most  of  it?  Military  camps  will  come  for  us  who 
are  of  proper  age.  Those  of  us  who  elect  to  go  to 
the  conscientious  objectors'  camps  should  make 
the  best  of  the  situation.  There  are  a  host  of  val- 
ues to  be  found  in  them  which  can  make  our  stay 
there  not  as  dreary  as  many  are  thinking. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Our  Heritage 

BY  J.   E.   MILLER 


(The  following  is  taken  from  chapter  fourteen  of  The  Story  of 
Our  Church  by  the  author  of  this  article.) 

Rural  Background 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been  rooted 
and  grounded  in  the  soil.  Her  youth  are  sons  of 
the  soil.  This  rural  setting  with  its  invigorating 
country  air  has  tended  toward  a  healthy  blood- 
stream, a  sound  body  and  a  clean  mind.  Farm  life 
has  brought  them  into  intimate  touch  with  nature 
and  her  processes,  and  close  to  God.  Of  necessity 
country  boys  and  girls  must  develop  self-reliance, 
must  do  for  themselves  and  make  many  things — 
all  this,  far  beyond  what  is  possible  for  the  city 
youth. 

Family  Life 

"And  the  Lord  God  said,  It  is  not  good  that  the 
man  should  be  alone;  I  will  make  him  an  help 
meet  for  him,"  are  the  words  of  Holy  Writ.  Again, 
the  psalmist  says,  "God  setteth  the  solitary  in 
families."     And  Jesus,  speaking  of  the  marriage 
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relation,  says,  "And  they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh." 
The  Brethren  have  taken  these  and  other  passages 
of  Scripture  as  the  basis  for  the  Christian  fam- 
ily, which  is  the  foundation  of  the  best  in  mod- 
ern civilization.  Having  from  the  beginning  ac- 
cepted the  Bible,  especially  the  New  Testament, 
as  their  rule  for  living,  they  were  driven  to  the 
belief  that  marriage  is  a  holy  institution,  that  it  is 
entered  for  life  and  not  for  a  limited  period,  and 
that  here,  as  elsewhere,  God's  plan  is  the  right 
plan  and  cannot  be  improved  upon. 

The  Dignity  of  Toil 

Brethren  have  not  been  afraid  of  toil.  They 
have  stressed  the  dignity  of  labor,  the  virtue  of 
frugality  and  the  deadening  results  of  luxury.  By 
the  sweat  of  the  brow  they  have  learned  the  value 
of  money  and  have  taught  their  children  that  there 
are  one  hundred  pennies  in  every  dollar.  They 
have  discovered  that  they  can  more  easily  and 
more  profitably  increase  their  wealth  by  denying 
themselves  the  harmful  things  of  life  than  by 
senseless  spending  and  profitless  hoarding.  They 
have  been  neither  hoarders  nor  spendthrifts,  and 
their  children  have  followed  in  their  steps. 

Fellowship 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  a  fellowship,  a 
brotherhood.  Her  members  love  to  live  in  groups. 
Possibly  their  rural  life  has  helped  to  maintain 
that  attitude,  but  deeper  than  all  else  has  been 
the  saying  of  Jesus,  "One  is  your  Master,  even 
Christ;  and  all  ye  are  brethren." 

The  love  feast  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  de- 
veloping and  maintaining  this  fellowship  feeling. 
Here  again  the  Brethren  have  followed  the  New 
Testament  teaching.  Their  love  feast  is  a  great 
pageant  lifted  out  of  the  days  of  Jesus.  In  this 
pageant  all  are  actors,  not  merely  spectators.  Fol- 
lowing that  last  feast  of  Jesus  with  his  disciples, 
they  gather  in  the  evening,  wash  feet,  eat  together 
a  simple  meal,  and  partake  of  the  bread  and  the 
cup.  For  each  part  they  read  the  setting  as  given 
in  the  New  Testament.  Thus  do  they  from  time 
to  time  renew  their  fellowship  and  show  forth 
his  death  until  he  comes  again.  In  the  apostolic 
church  master  and  slave  together  enacted  this 
same  pageant  which  stressed  that  all  were  breth- 
ren and  that  God  was  their  common  Father. 
Where  these  ordinances  are  observed  in  the  Christ 
spirit  slavery  will  disappear  and  true  brotherhood 
and  fellowship  will  prevail. 

Peace  and  War 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  was  conceived  and 
came  into  being  in  a  warring  Europe.  Having 
adopted  the  New  Testament  for  her  creed  she 


found  in  it  no  basis  for  the  waste  and  slaughter 
of  war.  She  adopted  the  constructive  power  of 
love  instead  of  the  destructive  power  of  hate  as 
her  way  of  life,  and  that  left  no  place  for  war. 
For  her  war  is  rooted  in  sin  and,  as  she  sees  it,  the 
Christian  must  find  war  incompatible  with  and 
contrary  to  the  basic  teachings  of  Jesus.  Nor  is 
she  satisfied  with  merely  opposing  war  and  refus- 
ing to  take  part  in  it;  she  is  now  active  in  pro- 
claiming goodwill  and  reason  as  the  proper  means 
of  arriving  at  a  settlement  of  differences  whether 
personal,  national  or  international.  In  times  of 
war  she  has  succored  the  suffering  and  wounded. 
She  has  always  believed  what  the  Red  Cross  has 
taught  the  world  and  practices — relief  for  all,  both 
friend  and  foe. 

The  church  has  ever  been  grateful  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  the  recognition  of  the  right  of  con- 
science, but  if  this  right  was  not  recognized  she 
has  been  willing  to  suffer  persecution  and  impris- 
onment rather  than  accept  combatant  service  in 
the  army.  Her  long  record  of  opposition  to  war 
and  her  peaceful  habits  of  living  have  been  a 
strong  testimony  of  her  faith  in  the  futility  of  war 
as  a  means  of  adjusting  differences  and  attaining 
justice.  The  church  has  been  influential  in  secur- 
ing favorable  laws  for  her  members  in  time  of 
war.  Because  war  breeds  war,  develops  the 
worst  in  man,  forgets  the  sacredness  of  human 
life,  denies  the  practicability  of  the  teachings  of 
Jesus,  wastes  the  goods  by  which  men  live,  con- 
demns the  innocent  to  starvation,  disease  and 
death,  and  in  the  end  settles  nothing,  the  church 
with  all  its  might  opposes  war  and  offers  to  her 
youth  and  to  the  world  the  God-given  way  of  the 
abundant  life  instead  of  the  worldly  way  of  war 
which  at  last  must  resort  to  the  peace  table  for  a 
new  settlement  of  old  scores. 

Self-Conirol 

Temperance  is  a  word  full  of  meaning.  Its  ety- 
mology takes  us  back  to  "temper,"  "time."  To 
temper  is  to  time,  to  regulate.  The  temperate  life 
is  the  regulated,  the  timed  life.  Because  temper- 
ance is  so  commonly  confined  to  the  problem  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  a  better  word  for  us  is  self- 
control.  The  Brethren  have  always  stressed  self- 
control.  Their  earliest  Conference  decisions  as 
they  related  to  the  manufacture,  sale  and  use  of 
strong  drink  were  for  total  abstinence.  From  this 
course  they  have  never  deviated.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  was  a  temperance  organization  long 
before  temperance  societies  made  their  appear- 
ance. 

Her  battle  for  self-control  is  against  tobacco  in 
all  its  forms  because  it  is  a  nasty  and  poisoning 
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weed,  in  no  way  leading  to  a  cleaner  and  better 
life,  but  rather  in  the  opposite  direction.  The 
church  is  opposed  to  those  customs  and  practices 
that  lead  away  from  the  simple,  the  better,  the 
spiritual  life.  That  is  why  she  opposes  extrava- 
gance in  dress,  in  furnishings  and  in  all  walks  of 
life.  She  belongs  to  what  is  called  "the  plain  peo- 
ple." Self-control  through  the  whole  life  is  her 
teaching — in  food  and  drink,  in  work  and  recrea- 
tion, in  expenditure  and  saving,  in  thought  and 
speech.  With  Paul  of  old  she  believes  that  mas- 
tery is  attained  by  practicing  self-control  in  all 
things.  By  "all  things"  is  meant  good  things.  In 
that  which  is  harmful  total  abstinence  must  be  the 
rule  and  practice. 

Our  Creed 

"Creed"  is  rooted  in  credo,  I  believe.  Creeds 
have  been  many  and  various.  The  founders  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  rejected  much  in  the 
formal  creeds  of  their  day.  They  were  discover- 
ing new  truths  and  new  interpretations  for  old 
truths.  They  were  willing  to  accept  any  new  light 
that  should  come  to  them  and  they  granted  to 
others  this  same  privilege. 

When  Jesus  was  asked  for  the  first  and  great 
commandment,  he  stated  the  first  as  love  to  God 
and  the  second  as  love  to  man.  These  two  com- 
mands stress  the  upward  reach  to  God  and  the 
outward  reach  to  man.  The  biography  of  Jesus 
is  the  shortest  biography  I  know:  He  "went  about 
doing  good."  Blessed  are  those  who  follow  in  his 
steps.  In  adopting  the  New  Testament  as  their 
creed  the  Brethren  did  wisely.  Thus  they  made 
their  creed  timeless:  the  New  Testament  has 
stood  nearly  nineteen  hundred  years;  it  will  stand 
to  the  end  of  time.  It  is  simple;  its  statements  can- 
not be  improved.  It  is  comprehensive;  it  takes  in 
the  whole  Bible  and  all  phases  of  life.  It  allows 
for  growth  in  mankind;  as  new  situations  arise 
new  adaptations  can  readily  be  made.  It  is  God's 
own  Word;  there  can  be  nothing  better. 

When  the  Brethren  say  that  the  New  Testament 
is  their  creed  they  mean:  "What  it  says  we  be- 
lieve.   When  it  commands  we  will  obey." 

A  Way  of  Life 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  considers  the 
Christian  religion  a  faith,  a  profession — and  more, 
a  way  of  life.  This  way  of  life  is  a  new  way.  This 
way  means  sympathy  for  the  sorrowing  and  suf- 
fering, succor  for  the  needy,  food  for  the  hungry, 
clothing  for  the  naked,  guidance  for  the  unenlight- 
ened, love,  forgiveness,  intercession  for  enemies, 
and  life  through  Jesus  Christ  for  those  dead  in  sin. 
For  self  it  means  surrender  and  self-denial.  This 
new  way  leaves  the  soul  restless  until  it  finds 


peace  and  fellowship  with  Jesus  and  his  follow- 
ers. It  cannot  be  satisfied  until  it  helps  others 
share  that  same  fellowship.  This  new  way  leads 
to  regular  Bible  reading  and  prayer  and  a  faithful 
observance  of  the  ordinances  of  the  church  re- 
vealed in  the  New  Testament  as  means  of  grace 
for  leading  a  godly  life.  Because  professing  Chris- 
tians have  failed  to  walk  in  that  way  of  life  the 
world  is  in  this  awful  mess  in  which  we  are  now 
wallowing. 

This  in  a  measure  is  the  message  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  to  a  needy  world,  this  the  heritage 
she  hands  to  her  young  people,  bidding  them  in 
full  confidence  to  lay  hold  of  it,  to  incorporate  it 
in  their  lives  and  in  coming  years  to  bring  it  near- 
er to  complete  conformity  with  the  will  of  God. 

Elgin,  III.  .,,  „  ^    „ 

a      '  All  Rights  Reserved 


The  Missing  Link 

BY  GALEN  T.  LEHMAN 

In  Three  Parts— Part  III 
A  third  link  in  the  chain  of  sound  church  fi- 
nance is  an  efficient  and  adequate  system.  Most 
any  business  would  soon  go  bankrupt  operating 
with  as  little  system  as  is  used  by  many  churches. 
Quite  often  there  is  no  well-defined  budget,  no 
idea  when  funds  will  be  received,  or  no  organized 
effort  made  to  secure  them,  and  no  accounting  of 
funds  received,  unpaid  bills,  etc. 

Too  frequently,  as  long  as  a  church  manages  to 
keep  out  of  the  red,  it  will  consider  its  system  as 
adequate.  No  plan  or  system  of  church  finance  is 
adequate  or  good  enough  as  long  as  another  plan 
could  be  used  which  would  secure  greater  results 
for  the  church  and  the  kingdom  of  God.  In  view 
of  the  unchurched  masses  in  nearly  every  com- 
munity, and  the  tragic  need  for  the  gospel 
throughout  the  world,  how  many  churches  can 
say  that  they  are  doing  all  that  is  needed,  or  what 
the  Lord  might  expect,  to  spread  the  gospel  mes- 
sage in  the  hearts  of  men  and  minister  to  human 
need? 

The  best  system  that  we  have  discovered  is 
known  as  The  Unified  Church  Centered  Finance 
System.  The  details  of  this  plan  originated  in  the 
mind  of  Rev.  L.  L.  Baughman,  of  Bloomington,  111. 
For  one  dollar  you  may  secure  from  him  a  copy  of 
his  book  describing  the  plan  in  detail.  It  has 
worked  successfully  in  churches  of  all  types  and 
descriptions  of  various  denominations.  Several 
congregations  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  both 
city  and  rural,  have  used  the  plan  with  uniform 
success. 

Space  will  not  permit  a  detailed  description  of 
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the  plan,  but  a  few  of  its  features  can  be  men- 
tioned. All  the  financial  needs  of  the  church  for 
the  year  are  included  in  one  budget.  This  in- 
cludes all  benevolences,  Sunday-school  supplies, 
etc.  Every  class  in  the  Sunday  school  is  then  made 
responsible  for  raising  a  certain  portion  of  the 
budget.  The  people  who  do  not  come  to  Sunday 
school  are  listed  as  belonging  to  some  certain 
class,  and  their  offerings  are  credited  to  this  class. 
Each  Sunday  a  report  is  made  to  every  class  as  to 
the  amount  they  have  given,  and  whether  they 
are  above  or  below  their  quota.  Every  individual 
in  the  Sunday  school  and  church  is  urged  to  use 
individual  envelopes  for  their  giving.  They  may 
thus  give  in  the  church  offering,  but  the  amount 
will  be  credited  to  their  class  the  next  Sunday. 

What  are  the  advantages  of  this  particular  sys- 
tem? First  of  all,  the  people  will  use  envelopes 
for  their  giving  who  would  not  otherwise  do  so. 
In  our  local  congregation,  from  thirty-five  pack- 
ages of  envelopes  one  year,  the  number  rose  to  230 
packages  the  next  year  when  this  unified  system 
was  adopted  by  our  church.  There  are  several 
advantages  in  having  people  use  envelopes.  It 
makes  for  regularity  and  system  in  giving.  When 
they  do  not  get  to  services,  they  recognize  that 
they  should  bring  the  envelope  for  that  week 
when  they  do  come.  Then,  too,  it  is  the  universal 
experience  of  churches  that  people  give  larger 
amounts  in  envelopes  when  they  know  the  amount 
will  be  recorded  by  the  treasurer.  Too  frequent- 
ly people  give  only  when  they  are  present  at 
church.  If  they  miss  half  the  time,  they  give  only 
half  the  time,  but  the  expenses  of  the  church  go 
on  just  the  same.  Children  who  were  giving  but 
a  penny  a  Sunday  give  a  nickel  under  this  plan, 
and  give  it  more  regularly.  A  church  which  had 
depended  upon  freewill  offerings  distributed  150 
packages  of  envelopes,  without  securing  pledges, 
or  allocating  to  classes  as  this  plan  does.  Yet  the 
offerings  doubled  over  night. 

The  plan  also  has  a  real  value  in  training  the 
youth  to  give.  They  become  a  part  of  the  entire 
church  and  share  in  its  support.  It  breaks  down 
responsibility  for  the  church's  support  to  small 
units,  which  causes  people  to  feel  their  individual 
responsibility  more.  There  is  opportunity  in  this 
plan  for  education  in  giving,  and  the  challenge  is 
constantly  before  each  group  to  keep  their  giving 
up  to  schedule.  At  the  same  time  it  does  away 
with  constant  appeals  for  money  and  extra  drives. 
People  know  when  they  start  what  will  be  ex- 
pected of  them  for  the  entire  year  and  give  ac- 
cordingly. Emphasis  is  laid  upon  proportionate 
and  weekly  giving,  which  is  scriptural.  Many 
people  under  this  plan  who  are  not  members  of  the 


church  request  envelopes  and  give  regularly.  It 
furthermore  does  away  with  a  lot  of  competing  or- 
ganizations in  the  church  and  a  multiplicity  of 
treasurers.  The  spiritual  results  which  accrue 
are  more  important  under  this  plan  than  the  ad- 
ditional funds  which  are  raised.  Churches  which 
had  no  difficulty  raising  a  large  budget  have 
adopted  this  plan  because  of  its  spiritual  values. 
Instead  of  people  contributing  to  one  or  two  pet 
projects  during  the  year,  they  become  part  of  the 
total  program  of  the  church.  Any  person  rich  or 
poor  can  share  in  this  plan.  Any  church  large  or 
small,  rich  or  poor,  city  or  rural  can  use  it  to  ad- 
vantage. If  you  now  have  a  good  system  which 
works,  you  will  find  that  this  plan  utilizes  the  best 
features  of  the  plan  you  now  use,  with  other  fea- 
tures in  addition.  It  furthermore  does  away  with 
all  commercial  schemes  of  raising  money. 

What  are  some  tests  as  to  the  worth  of  any  plan 
or  system  of  church  finance?  (1)  Is  it  scriptural? 
(2)  Does  it  include  everyone,  old  and  young,  or 
just  a  faithful  few?  (3)  Does  it  challenge  people 
to  do  their  best?  (4)  Does  it  train  people  in  the 
art  of  giving?  (5)  Does  it  aid  or  hinder  the  spir- 
itual life  of  the  church?  (6)  Does  it  secure  ade- 
quate funds  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work  efficient- 
ly? No  church  should  be  satisfied  with  any  sys- 
tem which  does  not  meet  the  above  tests. 

Show  us  a  church  where  the  link  of  spirituality, 
the  link  of  consistent,  adequate  training,  and  the 
link  of  a  sound  financial  system  are  all  strong,  and 
we  will  show  you  a  church  which  gives  generous- 
ly, and  has  gone  far  in  solving  its  financial  prob- 
lem. 

Springfield,  III. 


Playing  the  Game 

BY  S.  S.  LINT 

I  will  play  straight  in  every  game. 
If  watched  or  not,  'tis  all  the  same. 
And  if  perchance  the  game  is  lost, 
With  manhood  saved  it's  worth  the  cost. 

In  any  game  that  I  have  part, 

I  want  to  feel  with  honest  heart 

That  when  my  opponents  I  meet, 

I  have  played  straight  and  did  not  cheat. 

Of  course,  I  play  to  win  the  game; 
But  not  by  tricks  that  lead  to  shame. 
I  am  determined  not  to  yield, 
Or  be  unfair  to  win  the  field. 

So  when  I've  done  my  very  best, 
'    Although  a  loser  in  the  test, 
Whatever  happens  I'll  play  straight, 
And  be  prepared  for  any  fate. 

Quakertown,  Pa. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  22 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  First  Jerusalem  Conference  on 
World  Missions.— Acts  15:6-21.  Golden  Text,  But  we 
believe  that  we  shall  be  saved  through  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  in  like  manner  as  they.    Acts  15:11. 

Christian  Workers,  What  Is  Wrong  With  Gambling? 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  New  Experiences  in  Camp. 

Intermediates,  Meet  the  World — In  Nature. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Chico  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  Lee 
Whipple,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Spring- 
ville  church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Norristown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  A.  S. 
Alderfer,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Pittsburgh  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Wil- 
bur H.  Neff,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Roaring  Spring  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
T.  F.  Henry,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Bethel  church,  Illinois,  Bro.  S. 
Earl  Mitchell,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Center  Hill  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  M. 
J.  Brougher,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Conewago  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J.  A. 
Buffenmyer,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Black  Valley  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
E.  M.  Detwiler,  evangelist. 

Twenty-seven  baptized  in  the  Scalp  Level  church, 
Pa.,  Bro.  G.  E.  Yoder,  pastor. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Hermosa  Beach  church,  Cali- 
fornia, Bro.  G.  K.  Walker,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Nanty  Glo  church,  Pa.,  Brother 
and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

One  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Mount 
Morris  church,  111.,  Foster  B.  Statler,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  three  added  by  letter  in  the  Mid- 
way church,  Pa.,  Bro.  S.  K.  Wenger,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  Lincoln 
church,  Nebr.,  Bro.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  and  eight  added  by  letter  in  the  South 
Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder,  pastor. 

One  baptized  and  four  added  by  letter  in  the  Rich- 
mond church,  Ind.,  Bro.  O.  D.  Werking,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Flat 
Rock  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  fifteen  added  by  letter  in  the  Har- 
risonburg church,  Va.,  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  pastor. 

Two  baptized,  one  reinstated  and  one  added  by  letter 
in  the  Chiques  house,  Pa.,  Bro.  S.  S.  Eshelman,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Battle 
Creek  church,  Mich.,  Bro.  David  P.  Schechter,  evange- 
list. 


Eleven  baptized  in  the  Middle  Creek  church,  West 
Conestoga  congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jonathan  King,  evan- 
gelist. 

Twelve  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  De- 
troit church,  Mich.,  Harvey  R.  Hostetler,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Four  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Wood- 
berry  church,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Bro.  C.  H.  Hinegardner, 
pastor. 

Five  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  New  Paris  church,  Dunnings  Creek  congregation, 
Pa.,  Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland,  pastor-evangelist!' 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  West  Va.,  June  16, 
in  the  Holsinger  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Harold  Helstern  of  West  Milton,  Ohio,  July  4,  in 
the  Strait  Creek  congregation,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  July  20 
to  August  3,  in  the  Elk  Run  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Oiho  Winger  of  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  Aug.  3-17,  in 
the  Marble  Furnace  congregation,  Ohio. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Zigler  of  Churchville,  Va.,  July  7-20,  in  the 
Lower  Union  church,  Locust  Grove  congregation,  Va. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  July  6-20,  in  the 
Deihls  Cross  Roads  church,  Clover  Creek  congregation, 

Pa. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  A.  B.  Horst  announces  a  change  in  his  address 
from  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  to  1515  West  Market  St.,  Orr- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Bro.  E.  H.  Eby's  correspondents  will  please  note  a 
change  in  his  Chicago  address  from  Maypole  Ave.,  to 
2410  Warren  Blvd. 

Bro.  Howard  Merkey  and  family  made  up  another 
group  of  those  fine  Pennsylvania  (Manheim)  folks  who 
stopped  to  greet  us  on  their  way  to  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference.   Yes,  it  was  the  first  time  for  them  too. 

Bro.  Roy  D.  Boaz,  who  has  been  serving  the  First  Con- 
gregational church  of  West  Haven,  Conn.,  for  the  past 
ten  years,  has  accepted  a  call  to  "the  newly  created 
position  of  director  of  the  Christian  Council  of  Pitts- 
burgh."    He  plans  to  enter  upon  his  new  work  Sept.  1. 

On  their  way  to  La  Verne  were  Bro.  Joseph  Bowman 
and  wife  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  who  wisely  concluded 
not  to  miss  the  opportunity  to  see  the  Publishing  House 
and  greet  the  friends  there.  With  them  were  their  son, 
Pastor  Clarence  R.  Bowman,  and  family  of  the  Pleasant 
View  church  of  Northwestern  Ohio. 

Their  call  was  so  brief  that  some  of  us  missed  seeing 
them,  but  we  were  glad  just  the  same  to  have  them 
stop  on  their  way  to  Conference.  We  refer  to  Brother 
and  Sister  S.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa., 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Albert  J.  Fike  of  Cordova,  Md. 
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Bro.  John  I.  Byler,  after  serving  the  Long  Run  church, 
Pa.,  for  almost  three  years,  has  accepted  a  call  from  the 
Martinsburg  church  of  West  Virginia.  His  new  address 
is  913  N.  Queen  St.,  Martinsburg. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Myers,  elder-in-charge  of  the  Hanover 
church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania,  traveling  by  bus  on 
his  way  to  the  Conference,  found  it  convenient  to  stop 
over  and  give  the  Messenger  offices  a  friendly  call. 

Bro.  David  Wagner  and  wife  with  their  son  John  of 
Garrett,  Ind.,  were  recent  first-time  callers  at  the  Mes- 
senger offices.  Your  guess  is  correct.  They  were  headed 
for  La  Verne,  and  one  of  the  finest  things  about  it  was 
their  plan  to  pick  up  Uncle  William  Beery  and  take  him 
along.  We  mean  it  was  fine  for  both  parties  to  the  ar- 
rangement. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  are  in  order  for  Bro. 
C.  B.  Smith  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  Sister  Lera  W. 
Miller,  Dean  of  Women  at  Bridgewater  College,  who  are 
now  finding  solace  for  recent  bereavements  in  each  oth- 
er's delightful  companionship.  The  union  took  place 
last  Sunday  evening,  June  12.  More  details  will  appear 
shortly  in  the  matrimonial  column. 

Bro.  Wm.  E.  Roop  of  Westminster,  Md.,  writes  us  from 
Seattle  that  he  has  been  having  delightful  fellowship 
with  a  number  of  the  churches  en  route  in  his  journey - 
ings  to  the  Northwest.  On  a  recent  Sunday  he  preached 
to  a  large  audience  at  Surrey,  N.  Dak.,  and  has  since 
ministered  at  various  Washington  points.  He  was  of 
course  planning  to  attend  the  La  Verne  Conference. 

Our  three  nurses  on  their  way  to  Africa,  Mary  A. 
Engel,  Ruth  E.  Utz  and  Sylvia  M.  Oiness,  who  were  vic- 
tims of  the  Zamzam  disaster,  cable  today  (June  12)  that 
on  orders  of  the  U.  S.  Consul  they  are  starting  home  to- 
day on  the  Portuguese  Colonial  Lines  S.  S.  Mouzinho, 
which  is  due  to  arrive  in  New  York  about  June  18.  We 
are  sure  all  of  our  friends  will  thank  God  for  their  safe- 
ty and  wish  them  a  safe  return.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  have  them  proceed  to  Africa,  as  the  call  from  there 
has  been  pitifully  urgent  for  medical  help  particularly; 
but  government  could  not  validate  passports.  Effort 
was  made  to  have  them  serve  in  relief  work  in  Europe; 
but  developing  political  conditions  made  this  inadvis- 
able. Only  those  of  us  in  the  office  can  appreciate  the 
suffering  need  of  the  Africa  Mission  and  can  only  pray 
that  some  way  may  open  to  meet  it. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

June  22,  at  6:30  P.  M.,  the  Bear  Creek  church  of  Mary- 
land will  observe  its  love  feast. 

La  Verne  College  has  the  thanks  of  the  Messenger  for 
a  copy  of  its  newest  catalog.  The  illustrations  are  es- 
pecially numerous  and  attractive,  including  the  mag- 
nificent hotel  building  in  which  the  institution  began 
business  just  fifty  years  ago. 

Two  books  wanted.  Do  you  have  for  disposal  a  copy 
of  M.  M.  Eshelman's  Two  Sticks  or  The  Lost  Tribes  of 
Israel?  -  Also,  A  Model  Life  or  Uncle  John  Metzger  on 
Earth?  If  so,  write,  giving  terms,  to  Mrs.  E.  R.  Blicken- 
staff,  2100  Orange  St.,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

A  joint  conference  of  Mennonites,  Schwenkfelders, 
Brethren  and  Friends  will  be  held  Saturday,  July  5,  in 
the  Palm  Schwenkfelder  church,  northern  corner  of 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  on  route  29.  There  will  be 
afternoon  and  evening  sessions.  The  suggested  theme 
is  True  Liberty. 


Price  Correction.  The  price  on  Our  Wedding  Book 
which  was  advertised  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  May 
24,  and  which  is  listed  in  the  catalog  on  page  92,  is  $1.50 
instead  of  $1.00.  Also,  The  Cokesbury  Stunt  Book  and 
The  Cokesbury  Party  Book,  page  107  of  the  catalog, 
should  each  be  $1.75  instead  of  $1.50. 

Sunday,  July  6,  the  Strait  Creek  church  of  Southern 
Ohio  will  have  its  annual  all-day  meeting  with  a  basket 
dinner.  May  Hill  will  have  a  similar  meeting  July  27, 
as  will  Marble  Furnace  on  Aug.  3.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  is 
expected  to  be  at  the  last  named.  "All  former  and  pres- 
ent friends  are  invited  to  attend  and  enjoy  the  day  with 
us." 

The  Lynchburg  church  of  First  Virginia  will  have  an 
all-day  home-coming  with  dinner  at  the  church,  July 
13.  It  is  the  twentieth  anniversary  and  one  feature  will 
be  the  dedication  of  the  new  windows.  The  old  brick 
Southern  plantation  house  of  1921  is  now  a  church  and 
the  seventeen  members  are  now  more  than  two  hun- 
dred.    "Everybody  is  invited." 

The  Older  Youth  Fellowship  of  the  First  church,  Chi- 
cago, has  accepted  the  responsibility  of  contacting 
Brethren  youth  in  the  city.  Parents  and  ministers  can 
help  by  notifying  the  pastor,  Harper  S.  Will,  3560  W. 
Congress  Street,  of  Brethren  young  people  who  are  now 
in  the  city  and  of  those  who  are  coming.  If  known  in 
time  someone  would  be  at  the  train  to  meet  them  upon 
arrival. 

A  Call  to  Prayer.  "On  June  24  and  succeeding  days 
in  the  city  of  Tokyo  there  will  be  convened  a  delegated 
conference  of  three  hundred  representatives  from  the 
forty  Protestant  denominations  in  Japan.  This  will  be 
the  first  and  constituting  General  Conference  of  the 
new  united  church.  Let  us  pray  for  an  outpouring  upon 
our  fellow  Christians  in  Japan  and  upon  ourselves 
alike,  of  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  in  love  and  sym- 
pathy, in  courage  and  in  service." 


Gbout  Bocki 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 

The  Bible  and  Archaeology.  Sir  Frederic  Kenyon. 
Harper  and  Bros.,  1940.     312  pages.     $3.00. 

The  author  of  this  book  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  a  lifetime  in  the  British  Museum,  having  been  its 
director  and  principal  librarian  for  many  years.  To  the 
valuable  list  of  books  he  has  contributed  to  the  Chris- 
tian student's  resources,  he  now  adds  this  volume  which 
traces  the  history  of  archaeology  as  it  affects  the  Bible 
and  shows  the  bearing  of  this  field  of  study  upon  our 
understanding  of  the  Scriptures. 

Sir  Frederic  had  in  mind  the  ordinary  Bible  student, 
not  the  technical  specialist.  It  should  be  said,  however, 
that  the  reader  who  goes  through  the  first  half  of  the 
book  must  qualify  as  a  student.  The  author  counts  on 
him  to  be  interested  in  a  mass  of  facts.  When  the  half- 
way point  is  once  reached,  the  value  of  these  facts  begins 
to  appear.  Several  chapters  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
book  merit  wading  through  much  detail  in  order  to  get 
their  meaning.  An  imposing  array  of  materials  is  pre- 
sented for  the  setting  of  the  Old  Testament  story  and 
the  understanding  of  the  New  Testament  text. 

The  book  combines  scholarship  with  reverence.  It 
stimulates  thinking  and  strengthens  faith. — E.  G.  Hoff. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


The  Story  of  Eight  Hours  ■  ■ . 
in  a  Model      Ford 


So  that  in  these  days  of  fast  cars  and  improved  roads 
you  will  not  doubt  that  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you 
could  happen,  let  me  explain.  The  trip  was  made  in  a 
Model  T  Ford,  over  mountains  three  and  four  thousand 
feet  high  in  Shansi,  China.  It  was  in  1936,  the  year 
before  the  Japanese  started  to  invade  that  country  and 
improve  the  roads. 

At  six-thirty  in  the  morning  we  were  packed  and  all 
ready  to  leave.  Dr.  Parker  was  at  the  wheel  and  I  with 
our  two  boys,  Donald,  two  years  old,  and  Robert,  eight 
months  of  age,  were  with  him  in  the  front  seat  of  the 
car.  In  the  back  seat  were  the  children's  amah  (nurse- 
maid), a  Chinese  nurse  who  was  convalescing  from  ty- 
phoid and  the  nurse  who  cared  for  her.  When  we 
started  out,  the  weather  was  quite  cool,  but  we  knew 
from  experience  that  we  had  a  hot  trip  ahead. 

As  we  went  along  we  saw  the  farmers  already  at  their 
work.  They,  too,  were  attempting  to  avoid  the  heat. 
Some  of  them  had  been  out  since  daylight.  Some  whose 
homes  were  farther  from  their  fields  were  still  on  the 
road.  They  were  carrying  their  hoes  over  their  should- 
ers. From  the  hoe  might  hang  a  rope  bag  in  which  was 
placed  an  iron  pot  filled  with  thick  soup  made  of  millet 
and  a  few  vegetables.  Thus  each  man  would  carry  his 
breakfast  and  about  nine  o'clock  we  saw  them  stop  to 
eat. 

The  mountains  were  beautiful  in  their  green  coats 
brightened  first  by  the  sunshine,  then  deepened  by  the 
shadows.  All  of  us  enjoyed  the  scenery  except  the 
driver.  He  had  all  he  could  do  to  drive  the  car  over  the 
rough  road.  Part  of  the  way,  the  road  was  a  river  bed. 
As  we  drove  along  in  the  river  bed,  Donald  called  out 
in  Chinese,  "Oh,  look  at  the  steam  engine."  We  knew 
there  was  no  steam  engine  near  but  we  looked  where 
he  was  pointing  and  saw  the  smoke  rising  from  a  burn- 
ing lime  kiln.  The  Chinese  make  their  lime  down  in 
the  river  bed  where  they  get  the  limestone  which  has 
been  carried  down  by  the  river.  This  has  several  ad- 
vantages, for  they  need  not  quarry  and  carry  the  stone, 
and  they  need  not  use  the  valuable  farming  land  as  a 
place  on  which  to  fire  the  kiln. 

While  we  were  still  watching  the  kiln,  our  front  tire 
went  flat.  We  unloaded  and  got  busy.  As  there  was  no 
other  man  to  help  Dr.  Parker,  unless  you  count  Donald, 
who  spent  his  time  carrying  away  the  tools,  Miss  Chang 
and  I  patched  the  one  tube  while  Dr.  Parker  put  on  the 
tire  using  another  tube.  We  also  tied  the  spare  tire  on 
the  back  of  the  car  with  ropes  and  were  all  ready  to  go 
by  the  time  Dr.  Parker  finished  pumping  up  the  tire. 

At  a  town  about  twenty-five  miles  along  the  way,  one 
of  our  American  friends  was  out  to  meet  us.  He  had 
brought  with  him  a  man  who  had  swallowed  the  rounded 
end  of  an  empty  cartridge.  The  patient  was  sure  it  had 
stuck  in  his  esophagus.  It  was  hard  to  understand  how 
such  a  small  round  object  could  lodge  in  his  throat,  but 
since  he  had  been  sick  after  swallowing  it,  something 
had  to  be  done.  Arrangements  were  made  to  take  him 
to  the  hospital  the  next  day. 


BY  MARTHA  N.  PARKER 


About  ten-thirty  that  day  we  stopped  for  lunch.  While 
we  were  eating  the  same  front  tire  went  flat.  We  were 
sorry  that  it  happened,  but  we  were  at  least  thankful 
that  it  happened  at  a  place  where  the  sick  nurse  and 
the  children  could  wait  in  the  shade. 

One  of  the  sights  which  Donald  enjoyed  was  to  see 
the  little  donkeys  galloping  down  the  road  dropping 
their  saddle  baskets  as  they  ran  to  escape  our  car.  It 
really  was  funny  to  see  the  donkeys  dashing  about,  but 
we  were  sorry  for  the  drivers.  I  think  they  were  really 
more  frightened  by  their  drivers'  frantic  efforts  to  get 
them  to  the  side  of  the  road  than  they  were  of  our  car. 
Now,  do  not  imagine  that  we  passed  them  at  fifty  miles 
an  hour,  for  at  the  best,  thirty  miles  an  hour  was  about 
all  the  speed  we  could  do  on  these  roads. 

It  was  a  far  more  serious  matter  when  the  mules 
hitched  to  the  big  two-wheeled  carts  were  frightened. 
Usually  the  driver  would  jump  off  the  wagon  to  hold  the 
mules  while  we  passed  by.  Once  when  we  were  about 
twenty  miles  from  home,  we  met  several  mule  carts  com- 
ing down  the  hill.  The  driver  on  one  cart  sat  still.  His 
cart  was  hitched  up  with  one  mule  in  the  shafts  and 
two  mules  side  by  side  pulling  ahead  with  ropes  as 
traces.  Suddenly  his  three  mules  started  down  over  a 
six-foot  bank.  The  two  leading  mules  got  down  over 
the  bank  safely,  but  just  as  the  wagon  turned  over,  the 
third  mule  was  thrown  down  and  caught  under  the 
shafts  of  the  wagon.  Then  I  realized  that  a  second  man 
who  had  been  walking  beside  the  mules  had  been  caught 
in  the  ropes  leading  from  the  cart  to  the  two  mules 
ahead.  Although  the  wagon  was  fast,  we  were  afraid 
that  the  third  mule  might  roll  over  the  man.  However, 
the  mule  was  caught  so  tightly  in  the  harness  that  he 
did  not  roll  any  further  and  the  man  was  helped  to 
safety.  We  then  drove  the  Ford  far  enough  ahead  so  we 
would  not  frighten  the  mules  any  more,  and  Dr.  Parker 
walked  back  to  see  if  anyone  had  been  hurt.  When  he 
saw  that  everything  was  all  right,  we  started  on  our 
way  again. 

We  went  on  to  Ping  Ting  with  no  more  exciting  events 
than  flat  tires.  We  had  to  stop  only  five  times  to  fix  flat 
tires  that  day!  As  we  neared  the  city,  it  was  good  to 
see  the  twin  pagodas  outside  the  city  gates.  We  knew 
then  that  we  were  almost  home.  Under  Buddhistic 
influence  these  pagodas  were  built  several  hundred  years 
ago,  and  to  this  day  they  are  supposed  to  keep  out  bad 
spirits  and  bring  luck  to  the  city.  We  soon  entered  the 
south  suburb  and  it  was  about  two-thirty  in  the  after- 
noon when  we  drove  into  our  own  compound.  We  had 
gone  the  seventy-five  miles  between  Liao  Chou  and  Ping 
Ting  in  eight  hours. 

Home  on  Furlough.  From  China. 
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What  to  Pray  For 


T6  become  better  acquainted  with  our  missionaries  and  their 
work,  use  the  What  to  Pray  For  column  along  with  the  Prayer 
for  Missions  Calendar  and  the  Missionary  Picture  Sheets.  The 
three  should  be  used  together. 

Week  of  June  21-28 
For  awhile  great  uncertainty  surrounded  the  where- 
abouts of  our  three  Africa  nurses,  Sylvia  Oiness,  Mary 
Alice  Engel  and  Ruth  Utz.  The  newspapers  and  radio 
brought  many  short  reports  concerning  the  sinking  of 
the  S.  S.  Zamzam  and  the  holding  of  the  passengers. 
The  last  report  informs  us  that  they  are  at  Lisbon  and 
are  waiting  their  turn  to  return  to  the  United  States. 
We  rejoice  that  their  lives  have  been  spared  and  that 
they  are  safe. 

This  has  been  a  terrible  experience  for  our  mission- 
aries. We  who  are  safe  in  our  homes  and  going  about 
our  work  as  usual  can  scarcely  imagine  the  details  of 
the  trials  through  which  these  people  have  passed.  But 
our  hearts  should  be  touched  and  our  emotions  stirred 
until  we  pray  earnestly  for  their  release  and  their  safe 
return. 

It  is  cause  for  real  thanksgiving  that  Herman  and 
Hazel  Landis  have  just  arrived  in  America  from  Africa. 
They  report  a  safe  and  pleasant  voyage. 

Thus  it  is  that  one  ship  is  speeded  on  its  way  while 
another  is  gunned  and  sunk  in  the  sea.  Who  could  face 
the  uncertainties  of  these  days  were  it  not  for  that  con- 
fidence which  the  Psalmist  expressed  when  he  said,  "O 
God  of  our  salvation;  who  art  the  confidence  ...  of 
them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the  sea." 


Peace  News 

COMPILED   BY   MERLIN   C.    SHULL 

The  Gallup  Poll  recently  asked  the  question:  "If  you 
were  asked  to  vote  today  on  the  question  of  the  United 
States  entering  the  war  against  Germany  and  Italy, 
how  would  you  vote?"  The  answer  shows  81  per  cent 
opposed  and  only  19  per  cent  in  favor  of  our  entrance 
into  the  war.  Shall  we  be  plunged  into  a  war  that  the 
American  public  does  not  want  to  enter?  Now  is  a  time 
that  we  should  express  our  opinion  on  every  occasion 
possible. 

Fern  and  Sydney  Welch  of  Modesto,  Calif.,  send  a 
fine  contribution  and  we  like  so  much  what  they  have 
to  say  about  it  in  the  following  words:  "We  would  like 
to  have  it  used  for  the  conscientious  objector  camps.  We 
have  tried  this  plan  of  putting  pennies,  nickles  and  even 
dimes  in  a  little  jar  (outside  of  our  tithe).  This  is  our 
first  time,  but  we  like  the  method."  So  here  are 
two  folks  who  give  more  than  the  tithe.  God  bless 
them!  Many  families  are  finding  a  new  joy  in  the  use 
of  the  peace  cups  on  their  tables. 

United  States  News,  a  noted  weekly  news  magazine, 
gives  some  interesting  figures  concerning  the  heavy  tax 
load  that  must  be  carried  by  the  American  people. 
"One  out  of  every  seven  dollars  of  a  1941  national  in- 
come amounting  to  $84,000,000,000  is  going  to  find  its 
way  into  the  coffers  of  state  and  local  government 
treasuries.  State  governments  are  going  to  take  ap- 
proximately $5,300,000,000  from  the  pockets  of  individ- 
uals and  corporations,  while  local  governments  will  take 
approximately   $9,300,000,000.      If   the   government   de- 


cided to  balance  its  budget  of  income  and  outgo  on  the 
basis  of  expenditures  now  planned,  the  taxation  re- 
quired to  produce  this  result  would  take  27%  from  the 
national  income.  Adding  state  and  local  taxes,  the 
total  would  read  38%,  or  about  one  dollar  out  of  every 
two  and  one-half  dollars  of  national  income." 

A  Brethren  worker  in  China  writes,  "The  offering  is 
so  great  and  of  such  tremendous  proportions  that  our 
service  may  seem  a  drop  in  the  bucket,  yet  it  will 
prove  a  blessing  to  some  who  otherwise  would  not  be 
helped."  A  Quaker  worker  in  Shanghai  expresses  some- 
thing of  his  feelings  at  the  realization  that  our  clothing 
gives  the  recipients  a  moral  uplift  as  well  as  physical 
comfort.  He  says:  "It  is  magnificent  to  have  so  many 
really  warm  pieces  of  clothing  to  pass  on.  I  am  not 
sure  but  that  the  moral  effect  of  a  good-looking  gar- 
ment is  of  more  value  than  the  warmth  that  it  gives." 
This  work  of  feeding  the  hungry  and  clothing  the  naked 
which  the  Brethren  and  Quakers  are  doing  appeals  to 
all  Christian  hearts.  It  is  a  direct  fulfillment  of  the 
words:  "I  was  hungry,  and  ye  gave  me  to  eat;  I  was 
thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink;  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye 
took  me  in;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick,  and 
ye  visited  me;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me.  .  .  . 
Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  these  my  brethren, 
even  these  least,  ye  did  it  unto  me."  Especially  is  this 
literally  true  when  you  add  the  many  other  things  these 
two  Service  Committees  do,  as  caring  for  children  in  the 
children's  home  in  Shanghai,  co-operation  with  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  in  caring  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  their 
practice  of  going  to  places  of  need  anywhere  and  at  any 
time. 

Ten  Commandments  of  Goodwill.  In  a  recent  address, 
Dr.  Walter  W.  Van  Kirk,  weekly  radio  reporter  of  Re- 
ligion in  the  News,  proposed  Ten  Commandments  of 
Goodwill.  They  reflect  a  spirit  sorely  needed  in  a  world 
of  strife.    They  are  as  follows: 

1.  I  will  respect  all  men  and  women  regardless  of 
their  race  or  religion. 

2.  I  will  protect  and  defend  my  neighbor  and  my 
neighbor's  children  against  the  ravages  of  racial  or  re- 
ligious bigotry. 

3.  I  will  exemplify  in  my  own  life  the  spirit  of  good- 
will and  understanding. 

4.  I  will  challenge  the  philosophy  of  racial  supe- 
riority by  whomsoever  it  may  be  proclaimed,  whether 
by  kings,  dictators  or  demagogues. 

5.  I  will  not  be  misled  by  the  lying  propaganda  of 
those  who  seek  to  set  race  against  race  or  nation  against 
nation. 

6.  I  will  refuse  to  support  any  organization  that  has 
for  its  purpose  the  spreading  of  anti-Semitism,  anti- 
Catholicism  and  anti-Protestantism. 

7.  I  will  establish  comradeship  with  all  those  who 
seek  to  exalt  the  spirit  of  love  and  reconciliation 
throughout  the  world. 

8.  I  will  attribute  to  those  who  differ  from  me  the 
same  degree  of  sincerity  that  I  claim  for  myself. 

9.  I  will  uphold  the  civil  rights  and  religious  liberties 
of  all  citizens  and  groups  whether  I  agree  with  them  or 
not. 

10.  I  will  do  more  than  live  and  let  live;  I  will  live 
and  help  live. 

Elgin,  III. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


As  I  Remember 
Poor  Elmer* 


BY    C.    A.    BARNHART 

Reading,  'riting,  'rithmetic  and  rats!  Yes,  they  were 
all  the  same  to  Elmer,  except  the  rats  were  more  ani- 
mated, more  interesting,  and  perhaps,  slightly  more  com- 
panionable. Rats  had  in  a  way  shared  his  domicile  with 
him  and  his  numerous  brother  and  sisters.  They  had 
competed  with  him  for  the  choicest  bits  of  provender 
from  the  family  pantry,  larder  and  cellar's  winter  hoard. 

Elmer  had  never  acquired  any  special  liking  for  the 
rats;  but  regarded  them  as  poor  dumb  creatures  like 
himself,  hounded,  hunted,  starved  and  persecuted.  They 
were  alike  in  many  ways.  Elmer  had  acquired  that  rat- 
like shyness,  that  slinking,  pleading  challenge  that  asks 
for  little  and  expects  nothing.  His  expressionless  gray- 
green  eyes  looked  out  upon  an  unfriendly  world  which 
he  could  never  hope  to  conquer  or  understand;  and  a 
world  which  was  incapable  or  unwilling  to  understand 
him. 

His  hard-working  mother,  embittered  by  domestic 
slavery,  lived  across  the  street  from  despair.  She  was 
a  neighborhood  drudge,  doing  family  washings,  house- 
cleanings,  butcherings.  She  accepted  such  low  wages  as 
her  employer  saw  fit  to  pay.  Many  times  she  took  her 
wages  out  in  old  clothes  which  the  darlings  of  the  better 
classes  had  outgrown. 

His  father,  a  happy,  indolent  never-do-well,  who 
worked  among  the  neighboring  farmers,  when  he  could 
not  find  a  legitimate  excuse  to  refuse,  spent  much  of  his 
earnings  for  tobacco  and  strong  drink.  Between  his 
wife's  scoldings  and  rantings,  and  the  wolves  howling  at 
the  door,  he  managed  to  get  on  tolerably  well. 

Elmer  lived  near  the  little  red  schoolhouse.  He  might 
as  well  have  lived  in  darkest  Africa  for  all  the  happiness 
the  institution  brought  to  him.  His  teacher,  Joe  Harmon, 
straight,  dapper,  stern,  cold  and  German,  paid  him  five 
cents  a  day  to  be  janitor.  It  was  his  duty  to  open  up 
the  schoolhouse  each  morning,  build  fires  in  the  two 
large,  wood-burning  box  stoves,  lug  in  the  wood,  and 
lastly,  to  sweep  the  floors  and  dust  off  the  furnishings. 

This  done,  Elmer  was  free  to  use  his  time  as  he  wished 
until  the  pupils  came  storming  into  the  temple  of  learn- 
ing from  the  far-flung  countryside. 

Reading,  writing  and  arithmetic!  What  monstrosities! 
What  hideous  shapes  to  haunt  the  lives  of  under-nour- 
ished dullards  like  Elmer!  Fetid  with  the  odor  of  perspi- 
ration, onions,  boiled  cabbage  and  asafetida,  he  found 
small  favor  with  teacher  and  schoolmates.  On  a  diet  of 
strong  boiled  vegetables,  vinegar  pickles  and  sour  bread 
he  was  below  par  in  athletics. 

His  long  gangling  frame,  clothed  in  ill-fitting  hand- 
me-downs,  just  fell  along  the  track  of  the  town-ball  dia- 
mond.    In  black -man  he  was   easily  caught.     In  post 


•This  character  sketch,  which  was  written  with  no  sense  of 
levity,  points  out  quite  clearly  how  improper  pruning  ruined  the 
life  of  one  budding  personality  some  forty  years  ago.  Only  the 
blind  could  not  have  seen  that  Elmer  had  a  very  definite  call  to 
be  an  artist.  In  reality  he  was  a  mild,  diffident,  lovable  boy;  but 
cruelty  and  misunderstanding  finished  what  poverty  started; 
and  a  broken  man  is  wasting  away  in  a  state  hospital.  We  offer 
it  with  the  hope  that  it  may  help  some  teacher  to  help  some  boy 
to  find  himself. 


office  he  never  got  any  letters.  Whether  at  work  or  at 
play  his  drooping  shoulders  bore  the  burden  of  poverty, 
weakness,  loneliness  and  neglect.  To  ward  off  disease 
his  superstitious  mother  hung  a  bag  of  asafetida  about 
his  neck. 

Little  wonder  that  Elmer  was  unhappy.  To  flee  from 
it  all  he  drew  his  ego  back  into  his  unlovely  shell;  and 
mankind,  and  man  unkind,  were  seldom  allowed  to 
glimpse  his  real  self.  Gladly  would  he  have  fled  from 
it  all  and  have  taken  up  his  abode  among  the  wild  beasts 
of  the  forest;  but  the  forest  was  far  away,  and  the  strong 
chains  of  circumstance  would  not  let  him  go. 

But  sometimes,  after  the  schoolhouse  chores  were 
done,  and  he  found  himself  alone,  Elmer  would  come  out 
of  his  hiding  and  give  expression  to  that  inner  life,  that 
ideal  retreat,  that  Utopia  which  his  imagination  had 
built  up.  It  was  a  land  of  make-believe,  a  place  where 
he  could  live,  and  grow,  and  learn;  and  be  free  from  the 
torture  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

And  when  the  rosy-cheeked,  well-clothed  gentry  came 
bounding  into  the  warm  schoolroom  the  next  morning 
they  would  give  a  start — a  mimic  cry  of  alarm.  Had 
they  not  lost  their  way,  and  wandered  into  the  menag- 
erie of  a  circus,  or  a  zoological  garden?  For  on  the 
blackboard  were  lions,  tigers,  elephants,  bears,  giraffes, 
and  animals  of  every  clime. 

There  were  monkeys  hanging  suspended  from  coconut 
trees,  giant  ferns,  palms  and  jungle  fastnesses  teeming 
with  life  of  many  shapes.  It  was  still  life  to  be  sure,  but 
it  was  life  that  spelled  liberty  and  freedom.  And  Elmer, 
the  creator  of  it  all,  stood  amidst  it  beaming  with  pride 
and  satisfaction. 

He  had  achieved  his  ultimate  success.  If  he  could 
not  go  to  the  jungle,  he  would  bring  the  jungle  to  him- 
self. For  a  few  moments  he  stood  towering  above  poor, 
pitiable  circumstance.  And  as  his  dull  eyes  took  on  a 
luster  of  triumph,  they  gleamed  with  a  small  ray  of 
divinity. 

But  these  hallowed  moments  were  fleeting.  The  pu- 
pils and  teacher  having  arrived,  Elmer  slunk  back  into 
his  shell,  the  bell  rang,  and  again  the  schoolroom  buzzed 
with  the  tune  of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  A 
horde  of  vandals  erased  the  forests  of  Utopia,  and  Elmer 
sat  slumped  in  an  aura  of  asafetida. 

Joe  X,  as  the  boys  called  him,  was  one  of  the  elect  in 
the  small  town  in  which  he  lived;  and  in  a  small  town 
the  names  on  the  social  register  are  few.     In  this  case 


Thy  Will 

BY  MAUD  L.  MOSER 

God,  change  things  for  me; 

Set  my  desires  aside;  the  changes 
Best  for  me,  ofttimes,  are  those 

The  Infinite  arranges. 

Each  day  I'll  map  my  course, 
And  plan,  without  relenting. 

Then  do  thou  plan  anew  for  me, 
Albeit  I,  consenting, 

May  do  the  task  assigned 

But  poorly,  till  I  see 
The  way  thou  choosest,  and  not  I, 

Is  best,  O  God,  for  me. 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 
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Joe  X,  the  teacher,  was  one  of  the  big  six.  He  gazed  at 
Elmer  with  a  cold,  hard,  piercing  stare  that  made  his 
blodd  run  cold.  Mumbling  along  in  his  reading,  scrib- 
bling and  scratching  along  in  his  writing,  and  flounder- 
ing along  in  his  arithmetic,  Elmer  could  feel  the  gulf 
between  himself  and  his  teacher  growing  wider. 

A  few  days  later,  when  for  some  minor  infraction  of 
the  rules,  the  teacher  asked  him  to  remain  in  after 
school,  Elmer  refused  to  obey.  As  he  started  for  the 
door  the  teacher  started  after  him,  shouting  with  a  con- 
stantly rising  inflection:  "Elmer,  Elmer,  Elmer!" 

But  Elmer  did  not  stop.  He  ran  out  into  the  high 
road;  and  picking  up  a  rock  he  swore  by  all  of  the 
witches  in  Wierdom  that  he  would  be  free!  Free  from 
tyranny;  free  from  neglect;  and  free  from  reading,  writ- 
ing and  arithmetic. 

And  free  he  was.  He  never  went  back  to  the  little 
red  schoolhouse  another  day.  But  in  the  hard  school  of 
life  he  worked  as  a  day  laborer,  later  married,  and  in  a 
home  surrounded  with  penury,  and  haunted  by  fears, 
Elmer  and  his  wife  and  children  looked  out  upon  a 
world  which  had  been  brutally  unkind. 

From  cold  floors,  tattered  rugs  and  poor  furnishings, 
Elmer  was  wont  to  lift  his  eyes  to  the  walls,  where  from 
cheap  frames  jungle  beasts  would  smile  down  at  him; 
and  his  crushed  spirit  would  rise  up  in  him;  and  in  his 
imagination  he  would  again  see  himself  doing  the  things 
he  has  always  wanted  to  do. 

But  his  weakened  frame  and  bruised  ego  succumbed 
at  last  to  cruel  neglect;  and  The  State,  having  failed  him 
in  the  beginning,  has  at  last  taken  him  to  its  bosom;  and 
from  his  place  in  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  Elmer  still 
longs  for  the  kind  friends  and  tender  hospitality  to  be 
found,  as  he  believes,  only  in  the  jungle. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 


The  Art  of  Making  Friends 

BY  GEORGE  W.  TUTTLE 

"How  is  it  that  you  have  so  many  friends?"  inquired 
Margaret  of  Nettie.  "I'm  sure  I  try  to  be  friendly  with 
everybody — even  with  that  homely  Emeline  Crosby 
who  wears  such  ugly  dresses,  and  who  says,  Ain't.'  " 

This  was  the  reply  of  Nettie:  "Why,  I  don't  know; 
I  suppose  it  is  because  my  schoolmates  are  so  friendly. 
But  suppose  that  Emeline  is  homely  and  her  dresses  are 
not  works  of  art;  is  she  not  the  best  student  in  our 
class,  and  also  one  of  the  dearest,  most  helpful  girls?" 

When  the  gleeful  girls  went  nutting  on  Saturday  it 
was  this  same  Emeline  Crosby  who  forgot  her  lunch. 
Margaret  said  to  Nettie:  "That  girl  is  a  nuisance;  she 
would  forget  anything,"  but  Nettie  walked  up  to  Eme- 
line and  said:  "I'll  divide,  and  we  will  have  plenty  of 
lunch.  When  mother  puts  up  one  of  her  generous 
lunches  I  tell  her  she  should  also  put  in  indigestion  tab- 
lets if  she  expects  me  to  eat  it  all." 

Have  we  not  heard  enough  so  that  we  know  why 
Nettie  has  so  many  friends,  and  also  why  Margaret  com- 
plains of  lack  of  friends?  Nettie  sees  the  good  points 
of  Emeline:  her  helpful  ways,  her  ability  as  a  student — 
in  fact  she  looks  for  the  best  in  her.  On  the  other  hand, 
Margaret  seems  to  see  only  her  homely  face,  her  lack 
of  taste  in  dress — is  she  not  blind  to  the  very  best  in 
Emeline?    Margaret  is  a  faultfinder,  Nettie  a  divider. 

Is  a  girl  not  apt  to  have  as  many  friends  as  she  de- 
serves?   If  you  show  kindness  will  you  not  also  receive 


kindness?  Is  it  not  certain  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
has  keen  eyes  of  appreciation  for  all  your  good  points 
and  is  wonderfully  appreciative  if  you  but  use  your  best 
for  him?  Did  he  not  say,  "Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do 
whatsoever  I  command  you?"  Did  he  not  tell  us  to  love 
one  another  as  he  has  loved  us? 

Does  a  faultfinding  girl  not  disappoint  Jesus  Christ? 
Can  you  not  imagine  him  as  saying,  "What  a  pity,  when 
her  chums  have  so  many  good  qualities!"  Why  should 
any  girl  be  blind  to  that  which  is  good?  Why  should 
she  not  be  a  happiness-maker  instead  of  being  a  fault- 
finder? Why  not  look  for  the  best  in  others  as  eagerly 
as  you  would  have  them  look  for  the  best  in  you? 
Friends  are  not  ready-made — you  make  your  own. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 


The  Professional  Mother 

If  you  can  cook  a  meal 

And  serve  it  in  attractive  style, 

If  you  can  clean  your  house 

And  feel  like  singing  all  the  while  .  .  . 

If  you  can  entertain  your  friends 
Within  the  four  walls  of  your  home 
So  graciously  they'll  think  of  you, 
Though  far  and  wide  they  roam  .  .  . 

If  you  can  give  your  children 
The  care  they  rightfully  demand, 
Yet  not  be  too  obtrusive 
If  they  want  to  play  in  sand — 
So  they  can  feel  they're  free, 
Yet  carefully  protected,  too  .  .  . 

If  you  can  feed  and  clothe  them, 
Nor  forget  to  train  the  mind, 
Developing  the  heart  as  well 
To  keep  alive  the  spark  divine  .  .  . 

If  you  can  be  a  mother 
And  not  forget  that  you're  a  wife, 
And  keep  a  wholesome  interest 
In  the  things  of  public  life  .  .  . 

If  you  can  do  all  this 
And  still  maintain  magnetic  poise, 
The  world  may  look  in  envy, 
For  your  life  is  full  of  joy. 

Oh,  yes,  'tis,  a  versatile  work — 
This  business  of  being  a  mother, 
And  of  all  the  professions  you  know 
You  wouldn't  trade  yours  for  another. 

You  pay  a  price,  'tis  true, 
For  the  joy  that  comes  your  way, 
And  you  don't  get  paid  in  coin — 
Say,  fifteen  dollars  a  day  .  .  . 

But  who  would  try  to  estimate 
The  worth  of  a  child  in  one's  arms, 
The  worth  of  a  home  and  all  it  implies, 
In  mere  mercenary  terms? 

There  are  those  who  may  earn  their  thousands  a 

year 
In  one  profession  or  another, 

But  don't  pity  the  girl  who  decides  for  her  work 
The  business  of  being  a  mother. — Selected. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


What  Are  Your  Goals 
for  the  New  Church  Year? 

The  Importance  of  Goals 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 

"Only  those  goals  which  are  clearly  defined  and 
coyisciously  sought  after  are  ever  likely  to  be  attained." 
A  great  life,  a  great  church,  a  great  movement — all 
testify  silently  of  great  goals  hewn  in  patience  and  ex- 
actness, as  the  foundation  blocks  of  success.  Small 
goals  are  achieved  in  small  time;  great  goals  call  for 
years,  sometimes  centuries,  for  achievement. 

It  is  important  to  have  such  goals,  in  a  church  like 
ours.  The  church  of  the  past  had  such  goals,  at  its 
highest  moments.  The  church  of  the  future  will  have 
them — if  we  think  deep  enough  and  far  enough.  And — 
since  the  church  of  the  present  is  at  work  on  the  blue- 
print dreams  of  the  present,  it  is  worth  our  while  to 
stop  occasionally,  in  the  midst  of  heated  action,  to  ask 
ourselves  whether,  like  the  "man  who  mounted  on  his 
horse  and  rode  rapidly  off  in  all  directions,"  we  are 
dissipating  our  strength  in  activities  that  do  not  really 
count;  or  whether  each  added  effort  is  one  more  step 
toward  the  eternal  and  sublime  goals  we  have  set  our- 
selves to  achieve.  The  articles  that  have  been  con- 
tributed for  this  particular  week's  theme  will  illumine 
the  past,  and  help  to  point  the  way  to  a  greater  future. 


Some  Notes  on  Brethren  Ideals 

By  H.   A.  Brandt,  Assistant  Editor 

The  present  interest  in  emphases  and  goals  suggests 
that  a  few  historical  notes  on  Brethren  objectives  and 
ideals  through  the  years  may  be  in  place.  Such  a  sur- 
vey should  give  perspective  and  disclose  trends,  and  may 
suggest  directions  that  would  be  logical  and  desirable 
to  take.  To  the  writer  it  seems  there  are  five  attitudes 
that  our  people  have  taken  toward  the  distinctive  posi- 
tions or  ideals  of  our  church. 

I.  Explanation  Called  For 

It  was  not  long  after  Alexander  Mack  and  his  asso- 
ciates took  their  stand  that  it  became  necessary  to  for- 
mulate some  statement  of  their  beliefs.  For  example, 
Eberhard  Ludwig  Gruber  had  thirty-nine  ground- 
searching  questions  which  were  proposed  to  the  new 
Baptists  of  Wittgenstein.  So  Mack  prepared  brief  re- 
plies, his  Ground-Searching  Questions  and  Rites  and  Or- 
dinances being  first  published  in  1713,  while  our  people 
were  yet  at  Schwarzenau.  A  half  dozen  editions  of 
these  two  works  explaining  the  position  of  the  Breth- 
ren have  been  printed.  The  best  known  are:  the 
bilingual  edition  published  by  Henry  Kurtz  in  1860,  the 
edition  in  English  brought  out  by  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing Company  in  1888,  and  the  recent  edition  spon- 
sored by  our  Progressive  brethren,  and  on  the  Gish 
Fund  list  of  books  as  No.  267. 

II.  Brethren  Materials   Organized 

A  new  approach  to  Brethren  ideals  was  undertaken 
by  the  redoubtable  Henry  Kurtz  in  his  Brethren  Ency- 
clopedia. His  ambitious  plan  was  not  just  "to  be  mere- 
ly the  interpreter  of  sayings  of  old,"  but  to  prepare  "a 
handbook  to  be  consulted  on  any  point  or  question  that 
might  occur  to  any  conscientious  brother  in  his  private 


Cover-page  illustration  from  Ideals  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  D.  W.  Kurtz.  More  than  fifty  thousand  copies  of  this  useful 
and  popular  booklet  have  been  circulated.  Copies  may  be  had 
from  the  General  Mission  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

life,  or  to  any  church  in  her  dealings  with  individual 
members,  though  it  had  not  been  presented  or  decided 
at  a  Yearly  Council  hitherto."  The  idea  was  "to  put  in- 
to the  hands  of  my  brethren  of  the  present  generation 
those  words  of  peace  and  union  which  had  been  con- 
cluded upon  by  our  beloved  brethren  of  past  genera- 
tions .  .  .  for  our  present  and  future  benefit  and  in- 
struction." Here  was  an  organization  of  materials,  and 
a  lifting  up  of  Annual  Meeting  Minutes,  which  fore- 
shadowed an  era  of  appeal  to  rules  and  regulations  as 
laid  down  by  Conference. 

III.  When  Doctrine  Was  Defended 

Closely  related  to  the  organization  of  the  united  coun- 
sels and  conclusions  of  the  Brethren  as  worked  out  in 
the  Brethren  Encyclopedia  was  the  defense  of  Brethren 
positions  as  typical  of  the  period  when  James  Quinter 
and  R.  H.  Miller,  Senior,  were  in  the  forefront  of  the 
leadership  of  the  church.  The  atmosphere  of  debate 
and  controversy  was  foreign  to  the  spirit  of  James 
Quinter,  though  this  was  characteristic  of  the  times  and 
some  must  have  enjoyed  it.  Of  Quinter's  share  in  all  this 
his  daughter  writes  in  Life  and  Sermons  of  Elder  James 
Quinter,  page  46:  "He  entered  upon  this  work  only  at 
the  urgent  and  repeated  calls  of  his  brethren;  but,  hav- 
ing once  undertaken  to  defend  the  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples he  professed,  he  proved  conclusively  that  sound 
scriptural  truth  formed  the  basis  of  these  doctrines." 

IV.  A  Philosophy  of  Brethrenism 

Explanation,  organization  and  defense  would  seem  to 
lead  rather  inevitably  into  the  matter  of  interpretation, 
and  especially  when  brilliant  minds  unearth  new  ma- 
terials in  an  important  field.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  G.  N. 
Falkenstein  and  Jno.  S.  Flory  were  three  who  helped  us 
recover  the  history  of  the  Brethren,  and  in  particular 
the  outlook  of  the  founding  fathers.  This  was  some- 
thing of  a  revelation.  And  it  would  seem  that  at  least 
one  mind  was  stimulated  to  attempt  to  discover  the  un- 
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Recent  Brotherhood  Emphases 

The  church  year  emphases  as  suggested  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Boards  serve  to  give  one  an  idea  of  what  has  been 
considered  as  worthy  annual  goals  for  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Beginning  with  the  five-year  list  proposed 
by  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education  and 
adopted  by  our  denomination  these  emphases  have  been 
or  are  as  follows: 

1934-35  Christ  in  the  Life  of  the  Home. 

1935-36  Christ  in  the  Life  of  the  Church. 

1936-37  Christ  in  the  Life  of  the  Community. 

1937-38  Christ  in  the  Life  of  the  World. 

1938-39  Christ  in  Personal  Living. 

1939-40  Brethren  in  Reality. 

1940-41  Brethren  in  Christian  Service. 

1941-42  Building  With  Christ. 

In  the  Messenger  for  July  12  it  is  planned  to  have 
material  on  the  theme  for  the  new  church  year.  With 
all  endeavoring  to  Build  With  Christ  there  should  be  a 
united  advance  in  the  wake  of  the  church. 


derlying  principle  of  Brethrenism.  In  his  bicentennial 
address  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  developed  the  thesis  that  "no 
exercise  of  force  in  religion"  is  the  key  to  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  Brethren  position.  Explaining  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  idea  of  no  force  in  religion,  Brumbaugh 
says:  "This  was  fundamental  in  the  belief  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Taufers  or  German  Baptist  Church.  From 
this  they  were  led  logically  to  define  conclusions  at 
variance  with  the  state  churches — conclusions  for  which 
they  suffered  all  forms  of  irreligious  persecution,  but 
which  they  heroically  wrought  into  a  new  and  unique 
body  of  truth"  (Two  Centuries,  page  21). 

V.  More  Interpretation 

In  the  absence  of  any  creed  except  the  New  Testa- 
ment, the  matter  of  a  concise  statement  of  the  basic  doc- 
trines of  the  church  kept  recurring  to  the  minds  of  in- 
dividuals and  even  engaging  the  attention  of  Confer- 
ence. This  was  in  the  face  of  our  historic  resistance  to 
promulgating  a  creed.  Editor  J.  H.  Moore  was  inter- 
ested in  this  problem  and  was  himself  instrumental  in 
framing  and  popularizing  certain  statements  (Gospel 
Messenger  for  May  27,  1922,  pages  322  and  323).  Three 
kinds  of  attempts  at  interpretation  should  be  noted  in 
this  connection — 

1.  A  book  of  doctrine  referred  to  the  General  Sunday 
School  Board  in  1915  by  Annual  Meeting  saw  the  light 
in  1919  as  Studies  in  Doctrine  and  Devotion.  Three  men 
shared  in  the  writing  of  this  book:  D.  W.  Kurtz  treat- 
ing the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  church, 
S.  S.  Blough  our  distinctive  ordinances  and  practices,  C. 
C.  Ellis  the  Christian  life  of  service. 

2.  The  Brethren  Card  has  had  a  long  and  interesting 
history — note  the  Messenger  reference  just  given.  In 
its  present  form  it  dates  from  1923  and  represents  re- 
visions as  made  by  the  Tract  Examining  Committee. 
Conference  was  careful  to  keep  it  from  seeming  too  offi- 
cial by  referring  the  card  to  this  committee  for  pub- 
lication as  a  tract.  It  is  so  available  today  and  is  pub- 
lished in  the  Messenger  once  a  month,  usually  in  the 
initial  issue. 

3.  Perhaps  most  interesting  of  all  has  been  the  fre- 
quent efforts  of  individuals  to  reinterpret  the  ideals  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  terms  of  current  felt 
needs.    Sample  attempts  are  as  follows: 


(a)  Ideals  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  tract  by 
D.  W.  Kurtz,  notes  five  ideals:  peace,  temperance,  the 
simple  life,  brotherhood  and  the  good  life. 

(b)  In  Some  Principles  Underlying  Our  Practices,  C. 
D.  Bonsack  lists:  allegiance  to  the  Bible,  use  of  ordi- 
nances as  a  means  of  grace,  emphasis  on  teaching  rath- 
er than  the  use  of  force,  simple  living,  and  evangelistic 
spirit,  wholesome  family  life,  and  religion  as  a  matter 
of  daily  life. 

(c)  Said  Rufus  D.  Bowman  in  an  address  printed  in 
the  Messenger  for  July  2,  1938,  page  9:  "We  have  no 
narrow  provincialism  in  mind,  but  we  do  claim  that  the 
genius  of  the  church — simple  spiritual  living,  temper- 
ance in  all  relationships,  the  permanence  and  sacred- 
ness  of  the  home,  the  New  Testament  as  the  Christian's 
guide,  peace  and  opposition  to  war  even  at  the  price  of 
suffering — should    be   preserved." 

(d)  Speaking  of  the  persistent  characteristics  of  the 
Brethren  Otho  Winger  notes  that  our  people  are  evan- 
gelical, or  believers  in  the  Bible;  pietistic,  or  interested 
in  the  good  life;  puritanical,  or  nonconformists;  paci- 
fistic,  or  lovers  of  all  men;  evangelistic,  or  desirous  of 
reaching  all  nations. 

(e)  If  the  writer  may  be  permitted  to  suggest  a  list 
of  Brethren  ideals  worthy  of  some  special  emphasis  it 
would  include  freedom,  or  no  force  in  religion;  disci- 
pline as  the  basis  for  an  efficient  and  well-ordered  life; 
industry  because  of  its  rewards  in  terms  of  useful  and 
satisfying  living;  mutuality  as  the  best  pattern  for  hu- 
man relationships;  the  attitude  of  faith,  most  easily 
maintained  through  rural  contacts. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  an  excerpt  from  The  Story 
of  Our  Church  by  J.  E.  Miller  in  the  general  forum  of 
this  Messenger. 

In  summary  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  the  more 
than  two  centuries  which  make  up  our  church  history 
we  have  endeavored  to  explain,  organize,  defend,  in- 
terpret and  reinterpret  the  ideals  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  All  this  is  background  to  give  perspective 
for  determining  the  goals  for  the  years  ahead. 


Our  Church  in  the  Present  Crisis 

What  is  the  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  present 
crisis?  Brethren  Action  for  May  pcsed  this  question  for  a  sym- 
posium in  which  sixty  persons  were  invited  to  contribute.  We 
are  happy  to  share  a  sampling  of  the  replies  as  additional  light 
on  what  should  be  the  goals  of  our  church  for  the  coming  year. 
—Ed. 

"The  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the 
present  world  crisis  is  to  demonstrate  the  gospel  of  love, 
goodwill,  brotherhood  and  peace  in  action." — Warren 
D.  Bowman. 

"If  the  Brethren  are  prepared  to  demonstrate  through 
quiet,  peaceful,  self-sacrificing  methods  the  validity  of 
the  way  of  the  Suffering  Servant  in  areas  of  human 
need,  they  will  not  only  survive  this  chaotic  time;  they 
will  help  to  build  a  new  world." — Edward  K.  Ziegler. 

"The  church  should  hold  with  quiet  tenacity  to  its 
doctrine  of  peace  as  the  will  of  God  for  man.  It  should 
be  zealous  in  creative  service  for  our  country  and  in 
relieving  suffering  due  to  war." — E.  R.  Fisher. 

"The  world  so  sadly  needs  our  basic  beliefs:  the 
simple  life,  the  temperate  life,  the  way  of  peace  among 
individuals  and  groups,  the  sanctity  of  the  home,  the 
abundant  life  with  its  technique  of  love,  the  New  Tes- 
tament as  the  central  creed  and  guide.     The  task  of 
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the  Brethren  is  to  hold  on  to  our  fundamental  beliefs 
and  to  perpetuate  them  and  spread  their  leaven." — 
Paul  W.  Kinsel. 

"Our  job  of  changing  a  social  order  will  be  done  in 
the  role  of  a  participant,  suffering  along  with  that  or- 
der,  thus  saving  it  from  within." — Benton  Rhoades. 

"The  Church  of  the  Brethren  believes  in  the  Ameri- 
can Way  of  Life,  but  we  can  best  protect  it  and  assure 
its  continuance  by  assiduously  and  sacrificially  seeking 
to  share  it  with  all  the  rest  of  the  peoples  of  the  world." 
— Desmond  Bittinger. 

"The  task  of  the  Brethren  is  corporate  love  for  the 
redemption  of  humanity;  ...  is  to  be  the  kingdom  of 
God;  to  reveal,  to  incarnate  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  must  demonstrate  corporate 
love,  a  unity  of  free  persons  bound  together  by  a  love 
for  God  and  for  each  other  to  redeem.  That  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  on  earth." — D.  W.  Kurtz. 

"The  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the 
present  world  crisis  is  to  face  facts  and  the  future 
objectively — to  extend  the  personal  conscience  into  the 
social  conscience — to  examine  our  economic  thriftiness 
for  detection  of  a  subtle  selfishness  which  may  stifle 
our  message — and  to  remember  that  justice  is  a  pre- 
requisite to  a  world  order  based  on  love." — Fred  C. 
Replogle. 

"Her  role  should  be  primarily  a  program  of  action 
based  on  a  philosophy  of  non-violence  and  love,  being 
operative  in  areas  of  need  and  increased  suffering." — 
Edward  Lander. 

"We  have  enough  historical  precedent  now  to  launch 
a  substitute  plan  for  violence  and  the  problem  of  in- 
dividual conscience  may  be  to  get  it  into  action  for  all 
the  people  rather  than  making  it  the  private  equipment 
of  an  individual  objector  to  war." — Ernest  Shively. 

"The  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  ...  is  to 
demonstrate  to  the  world  through  the  church  as  a 
whole    and    through    each    individual    member    of    the 


church  that  Christ's  way  of  life  is  the  one  and  only  way 
for  the  world,  and  to  show  that  we  are  earnest  and 
sincere  about  our  belief  by  not  only  a  verbal  statement 
of  it,  but  by  a  real  testimony  of  it  through  action." — 
Lester  Young. 

"It  should  be  the  desire  of  the  Brethren  to  be  creative 
citizens." — R.  J.  Noffsinger. 

"Let  us  not  only  talk  brotherhood,  but  let  us  exhibit 
it  in  action." — J.  Harman  Bjorklund. 

"It  is  the  task  of  Brethren  to  give  to  the  world  a 
better  way  of  life,  the  way  of  Christ.  It  is  the  way 
of  non-violent  resistance,  of  overcoming  evil  with  love 
and  goodwill." — Melvin  Leasure. 

"The  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  present 
world  crisis  is  to  be  a  faithful  witness  for  Jesus  Christ: 
(1)  By  showing  his  spirit  in  all  life  relationships,  in- 
dividual and  collective;  (2)  By  winning  as  many  people 
as  possible  to  this  way  of  life;  (3)  By  seeking  to  put 
such  in  positions  of  leadership  and  public  trust." — 
Edward  Frantz. 

"I  would  observe:  (1)  that  we  must  plant  the  leaven 
of  our  way  of  life  in  as  many  places  in  the  world  as 
possible;  (2)  that  in  the  midst  of  such  universal  con- 
fusion of  ideas,  only  a  program  of  humanitarian  action 
will  be  free  from  misunderstanding;  and,  (3)  that  the 
good  accomplished  will  be  in  far  greater  proportion 
than  the  energy  expended.  Few  others  can  or  will  do 
this  job;  Brethren  can." — Paul  Bowman,  Jr. 

"The  realistic  living  exemplification  of  the  teachings 
of  Christ  of  faith,  hope  and  charity." — Kurtis  Naylor. 

"Its  duty  is  plain — to  act  peace  as  well  as  to  preach 
peace." — Nevin  W.  Fisher. 

"What  is  the  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
the  present  world  crisis?  First,  save  those  values  from 
perishing  which  are  our  heritage.  .  .  .  Second,  revitalize 
and  enrich  those  values.  .  .  .  Third,  propagate  those 
values.  .  .  .  This  means  deeds  more  than  words  and 
dreams." — W.  G.  Willoughby. 


Trends  In  Membership  Growth  and  Giving 


By  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Financial  Secretary 


The  Western  Region  shows  an  upward  trend  in  membership 
with  Northern  California  showing  a  maximum  gain  of  65%  and 
Canada   the   smallest   gain   of    17%. 

The  giving  shows  a  decrease  in  each  district.  Oregon  deserves 
commendation  for  showing  the  smallest  decrease  in  giving,  even 
though  her  membership  shows  a  smaller  gain  than  most  districts 
in  the  region.  Southern  California  a  decade  ago  was  rated  as 
the  highest  per  capita  in  giving  for  the  whole  brotherhood.  Loss 
of  giving  power  bears  a  high  percentage  of  the  reason  for  the 
heavy  decrease  in  giving.  The  brotherhood  program  very  much 
misses   this  former  strength   from   Southern   California.     Northern 


California  has  done  somewhat  better  in  keeping  up  her  per  cap- 
ita giving.  Washington  has  suffered  in  the  fruit  territory  quite 
heavily  and  the  giving  record  reflects  this  fact.  With  Idaho  en- 
joying a  gain  in  membership  of  41%,  we  would  naturally  expect 
a  larger  response  in  missionary  giving. 

This  report  closes  the  series  of  statistics  on  the  five  regions  of 
the  brotherhood.  Undoubtedly  these  figures  give  food  for  thought 
and  it  is  hoped  church  leaders  will  use  them  not  as  a  matter  of 
discouragement,  but  as  an  appraisal  of  conditions  which  will  en- 
able progress  to  be  made. 
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"The  Church  of  the  Brethren  needs  once  more  to  clar- 
ify its  convictions  and  .  .  .  bear  true  testimonies  to  them 
by  following  the  concerns  that  come  to  our  hearts  in 
great  need  and  crises.  We  must  bear  the  burden  of 
the  world  as  far  as  we  can." — L.  W.  Shultz. 

"I  believe  that  it  is  our  constant  role  to  dedicate 
ourselves  to  that  quality  of  personal  and  social  behavior 
and  to  those  institutions  which  help  to  take  away  the 
occasion  for  war." — Don  Royer. 

"To  be  content  with  infallible  thoughts  from  the 
New  Testament  is  not  enough  for  the  Brethren  as  they 
face  their  third  century.  Local  areas  of  tension  are  as 
important  to  world-builders  as  the  spectacular  world- 
wide service  programs." — Franklin  Wallick. 

"The  role  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the 
present  crisis  must  be  that  of  a  brother,  giving  or  shar- 
ing in  service  by  service." — Benjamin  G.  Bushong. 

"Our  motto  now  might  be,  Back  to  Christ,  not  only 
in  personal  living,  but  also  in  group  action.  This  is  our 
year  of  opportunity  if  we  choose  to  make  it  so." — 
Arlo  Gump. 

"Love  in  action.  Brethren  service,  work  camps,  in- 
dividual testimony!  People  cannot  long  hate  those  who 
really  love  them." — David  Ensign. 

"The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  a  unique  oppor- 
tunity to  express  its  true  beliefs  in  pacifism  by  con- 
ducting an  active  peace  program." — Kenneth  Crim. 

"Bearing  the  light  in  this  new  dark  age — that  is  the 
role  of  the  church  now!" — Ruth  Rinehart. 

"No  matter  in  what  situation  a  normal  person  finds 
himself,  he  can  choose  among  five  ways  of  reacting. 
He  can  either  acquiesce  ignobly,  evade  cravenly,  attack 
vindictively,  grapple  courageously  or  co-operate  cre- 
atively. It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  same  choices 
present  themselves  to  the  church  now;  and  it  is  my 
hope  that  we  have  matured  to  the  point  where  we 
need  not  resort  to  acquiescence,  evasion,  or  attack  at 
all,  but  that  our  constant  aim  will  lead  us  into  creative 
co-operation." — Lowell   Wright. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Wisdom's  Way  in  Work 

Scripture:    Prov.  6:6-11 
Sunday,  July  6 
I.  Problems  With  Regard  lo  Work 

1.  Many  people  look  upon  work  as  a  curse,  a  hard- 
ship, a  misfortune. 

2.  Others  consider  work  a  blessing  and  a  privilege. 

3.  Some  people  believe  that  wox-k  helps  one  to  find 
real  life;  others  think  the  ideal  life  is  an  extended  holi- 
day or  continuous  picnic. 

4.  Country  homes  are  being  discounted  because  of  the 
work  connected  with  them. 

5.  Some  people  spend  most  of  their  energy  trying  to 
get  out  of  work. 

6.  Today  a  person  is  usually  considered  foolish  for 
working  when  he  has  no  economic  necessity  for  so  do- 
ing. 

7.  Many  of  our  grave  economic  problems  are  the  re- 
sult of  some  people  trying  to  live  without  work. 

8.  Parents  who  have  made  a  worthy  contribution  to 
society  through  work  often  deny  their  children  a  similar 
chance  by  bringing  them  up  in  idleness. 


9.  Sometimes  work  is  allowed  to  become  drudgery. 
10.  Brethren  people  as  a  rule  have  not  been  afraid  of 
work.    Many  work  too  hard.     Some  may  have  a  selfish 
purpose. 

II.  What  May  Christians  Do? 

1.  Read  Prov.  6:6-11. 

2.  Survey  Jesus'  life  and  teachings  with  regard  to 
work  and  the  worker.    Mark  10:41-45. 

3.  Paul  worked  making  tents  with  his  own  hands. 
Acts  20:33-35. 

4.  Keep  God  in  our  work.    Psa.  127:1. 

5.  Work  for  the  good  of  others  as  well  as  for  one's 
self. 

6.  Learn  to  see  beauty  in  work.  Drudgery  is  largely 
a  point  of  view.  (A  farmer  is  the  custodian  of  the  soil 
feeding  God's  hungry  people.) 

7.  Recognize  that  not  all  worthy  work  is  physical;  it 
may  also  be  mental,  spiritual,  and  moral. 

8.  Use  laborsaving  machines,  not  as  a  means  by  which 
to  quit  work  but  to  do  work  more  effectively  and  to 
serve  one's  fellow  men  better,  pushing  up  into  the  high- 
er life. 

9.  Every  Christian  should  aim  to  work  at  something 
as  long  as  he  lives.  The  nature  of  the  work  should 
change  with  years. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do? 

1.  To  take  selfishness  out  of  our  work? 

2.  To  teach  our  children  to  work  and  enjoy  it? 

3.  To  provide  worthy  work  for  all  persons  of  the  fam- 
ily, including  the  aged? 

4.  To  keep  God  in  our  work? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Detroit  Silver  Anniversary,  May  16-18 

(See  Cover  Page  for  Picture) 

Twenty-five  years  ago  this  spring  the  Detroit  Church 
of  the  Brethren  held  its  first  church  service  in  a  store 
building  on  Mack  Avenue.  This  was  the  result  of  previ- 
ous meetings  of  the  scattered  members  then  living  in 
the  city.  Less  than  two  years  later  the  church  was  or- 
ganized, under  the  direction  of  the  district  mission 
board,  and  forty-one  persons  were  declared  charter 
members.  A  church  building  was  then  purchased  and 
equipped  and  was  used  until  1926.  At  this  time  the 
congregation  had  outgrown  the  building  and  our  present 
place  of  worship  was  purchased  from  the  Bethany  Pres- 
byterian church,  at  a  total  cost  of  $42,000.  Dr.  D.  W. 
Kurtz  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  on  Sept.  19,  1926. 
The  church  was  still  small  in  numbers,  but  the  courage 
with  which  they  faced  the  tremendous  financial  burden 
was  divinely  inspired.  It  was  only  through  generous 
giving  and  systematic  tithing  that  the  budget  was  raised 
each  year.  Among  the  charter  members  were  fourteen 
young,  single  men  who  had  come  to  Detroit  with  a 
rich  Brethren  heritage,  who  along  with  the  others  pro- 
vided the  vision  and  faith  to  move  forward. 

The  leadership  of  the  congregation  rested  upon  the 
following  ministers:  Elder  John  F.  Dietz,  deceased, 
was  the  first  pastor.  His  vision  and  unusual  ability  led 
the  congregation  through  its  pioneer  days  and  gave  it  a 
solid  foundation  upon  which  others  were  to  build.  Pas- 
tors to  follow  were:    Arthur  O.  Mote,  deceased;  Merlin 
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Shull;  the  present  pastor,  Harvey  R.  Hostetler.  These 
men  nobly  met  the  challenge  of  building  a  new  con- 
gregation in  one  of  America's  largest  industrial  centers. 

The  church  at  the  present  time  has  a  membership  of 
500,  which  includes  thirty  Chinese  brethren.  A  Chinese 
Sunday  school  was  organized  July  22,  1917  and  has  been 
maintained  continuously  since  as  a  part  of  our  church 
program.  Rev.  Moy  Way  has  been  the  Chinese  min- 
ister and  Bro.  M.  B.  Williams  has  been  the  superintend- 
ent from  its  beginning. 

The  church  carries  an  annual  budget  of  $7,000.  The 
total  receipts  in  1940  were  more  than  $8,500.  The  in- 
debtedness has  been  gradually  reduced  until  at  present 
it  is  scarcely  above  $8,000.  One  of  the  features  of  the 
recent  celebration  was  the  raising  of  an  Anniversary 
Gift  Fund.  The  goal  was  set  for  $1,500.  This  amount 
was  reached  within  two  weeks.  The  final  total  re- 
ceipts amounted  to  more  than  $2,500.  This  was  done  by 
the  use  of  anniversary  gift  bonds.  A  souvenir  receipt 
was  issued  to  the  donor  of  any  gift  of  a  dollar  or  more. 
348  bonds  were  purchased,  48  of  which  were  for  $25 
each.    This  money  will  be  applied  to  the  building  fund. 

A  three-day  anniversary  program  was  planned  and 
given.  The  principal  speaker  on  May  16  was  Dr.  Mer- 
ton  S.  Rice  of  Detroit.  Prof.  J.  Oscar  Winger  delivered 
the  main  address  on  Saturday  evening,  and  Edward 
Frantz,  editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  preached  at 
both  morning  and  evening  services  on  Sunday.  Sunday 
afternoon  a  most  enjoyable  reminiscent  program  was 
given  by  members  and  friends.  The  Cadillac  Motor 
Male  Chorus  of  eighteen  voices  gave  a  concert  on  Sun- 
day evening  preceding  the  evening  sermon.  Greetings 
were  brought  from  various  religious  organizations  in 
the  city  and  other  speakers  appeared  on  each  program. 
Music  was  provided  by  the  church  choirs  and  soloists. 
The  church  was  made  beautiful  by  large  palms  and 
elaborate  floral  offerings.  A  pretty  miniature  rep- 
lica of  the  original  church  house  on  Cadillac  Avenue 
was  placed  at  the  altar  of  the  church,  the  light  from 
within  shining  brightly,  symbolizing  the  Light  of  the 
world  which  we  trust  will  never  go  out.  Ideas  of  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  were  thoughtfully  carried  out 
by  the  beautiful  decorations  in  the  dining  room  where 
more  than  300  people  were  served  on  Sunday.  An  an- 
niversary booklet  in  a  silver-colored  cover  was  made 
available  to  every  one. 

The  church  now  faces  the  future,  not  unmindful  of  all 
the  uncertainties  which  tomorrow  may  hold  secret.  But 
with  calmness  and  determination  we  claim  the  promise 
of  the  One  who  said,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even 
to  the  end  of  the  world."  And  with  this  assurance  we 
shall  carry  on. 

Detroit,  Mich.  Harvey  R.  Hostetler. 


Letter  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 

It  gave  me  a  thrill  to  see  in  the  Messenger  the  names 
of  the  young  men  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice  a  year  to 
show  their  love  for  freedom,  justice  and  right,  but  at  the 
same  time  their  hate  for  war,  brutality  and  ungodli- 
ness. We  have  to  keep  this  spark  of  life  that  makes  life 
worth  living  alive,  and  each  one  of  us  will  have  to  sacri- 
fice to  do  it. 

Enclosed  is  a  small  contribution.  I'm  on  the  call  list. 
If  more  is  urgently  needed  I'll  answer  each  call.  If  we 
could  only  have  a  couple  of  thousand  who  would  volun- 
tarily put  themselves  on  this  basis,  a  special  call  would 


bring  the  amount  needed  to  support  the  great  work. 
This  is  in  addition  to  our  regular  support.  I've  been  in 
the  National  Guard,  so  I  can  say  that  even  in  the  so- 
called  noncombatant  divisions  there  is  no  good  for  a 
Christian. 

I  have  thrilled  at  the  passing  of  the  American  flag 
and  stood  at  attention  gladly  with  a  feeling  of  love.  I 
still  do,  but  how  it  hurts  me  to  know  that  our  great 
nation  has  not  done  enough  kneeling  to  God  before 
standing  at  attention.  When  we  have  done  our  utmost 
in  trying  to  turn  our  nation  to  the  path  of  peace  we  can 
only  have  faith  and  pray,  and  keep  the  light  burning  in 
our  own  hearts  and  support  our  country  through  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  You  have  an  organization — I 
will  do  what  I  can  to  support  it.  If  possible,  I  will  do 
enough  to  keep  one  in  camp,  if  you  let  me  know  what 
it  amounts  to  approximately.  I  feel  a  call  to  the  service 
of  Jesus  and  it  may  be  this. 

Tulsa,  Okla.  J.  Berkebile. 


Passing  of  Elder  Charles  Essick 

"Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man 
fallen  this  day  in  Israel?"  This  could  truly  be  said 
concerning  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Charles   Essick,   son   of   John   and   Cora   Essick,   was 

born  in  Circleville, 
Ohio,  June  23,  1890. 
He  departed  this 
life  in  the  White 
Cross  hospital,  Col- 
umbus, Ohio,  May 
5,  1941,  at  the  age 
of  50  years,  10 
months  and  12  days. 
Feb.  11,  1911,  he 
was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Emma  Hall. 
Not  being  blessed 
with  any  children 
of  their  own,  they 
gave  loving  care  to 
Patty  Quincel,  in 
whom  they  were 
deeply  interested. 
He  leaves  his  wife, 
two  brothers  and  a 
host  of  friends  to 
mourn  his  passing. 
As  to  his  church 
relationship,  he  felt  the  need  of  a  Savior  and  in  Feb- 
ruary of  1917  was  marvelously  converted.  His  mother 
having  passed  away  when  he  was  quite  small,  he  had 
known  very  little  of  the  influence  of  a  Christian  home. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  conversion  he  never  attended  Sun- 
day school,  or  any  church  services  except  funerals.  He 
said  that  no  one  ever  invited  him  to  attend.  Under  the 
influence  of  the  preaching  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger,  who 
was  pastor,  he  heard  the  call  of  the  Lord,  and  from  that 
day  he  was  a  changed  man.  He  was  "saved  to  the  ut- 
termost" and  became  very  sensitive  to  sin  in  any  form. 
It  was  the  common  testimony  over  the  city  that  Charley 
was  just  as  "good"  as  he  had  been  "bad."  He  had  com- 
plete victory  over  all  his  sinful  habits,  and  they  were 
many.  Because  of  this  marked  change,  his  testimony 
of  God's  saving  grace  was  always  effective  in  the  saving 
of  the  downtrodden  and  lost.    His  former  associates  re- 
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spected  him  because  they  could  see  his  changed  life. 

In  1932  he  was  licensed  to  preach  and  was  soon  in- 
stalled into  the  ministry.  He  was  later  ordained  to  the 
eldership.  In  1933  he  became  pastor  of  the  Circleville 
church,  and  served  until  the  Lord  called  him  home. 
These  were  intensive  years.  During  these  eight  years 
he  preached  eighty-one  funerals,  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  169,  besides  holding  revivals  which 
resulted  in  103  conversions.  He  has  built  up  a  member- 
ship of  strong  Christians  who  have  pledged  themselves 
to  "carry  on"  although  they  will  miss  his  very  efficient 
and  spiritual  leadership. 

As  a  marked  evidence  of  his  influence  in  the  city 
where  he  was  born,  where  he  lived  and  where  he  served, 
more  than  a  thousand  people  came  to  view  his  body  be- 
fore the  funeral,  and  more  than  one  hundred  cars  of 
people  went  to  the  cemetery  to  pay  the  last  respects  to 
one  they  recognized  as  a  true  Christian  and  gospel  min- 
ister. By  his  request  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  other  ministers.  He  has  gone  on  be- 
fore, but  his  memory  and  influence  live  on. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio.  Oliver  Royer. 


Elder  Charles  Wesley  Davis 

Elder  Charles  Wesley  Davis,  son  of  Christian  S.  and 
Christina  Metzger  Davis,  was  born  in  Delaware  County, 
Ind.,  July  14,  1855,  and  died  at  Live  Oak,  Calif.,  on  May 
17,  1941.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Mississinewa 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Indiana,  Oct.  9,  1879. 

He  leaves  a  wife,  Julia  Ann,  and  six  children,  Omar, 
C.  Ernest,  Simeon,  Joseph,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ott  and  Mrs. 
Alice  Ott  to  mourn  his  passing;  also  a  host  of  friends. 
His  fifty-six  years  in  the  ministry  were  spent  in  the 
states  of  Indiana,  Tennessee,  Texas  and  California.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Live  Oak  Church  of  the 
Brethren  since  1913.  Brother  Davis  has  lived  a  loyal 
and  faithful  life  for  his  Christ  and  served  his  church 
well. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  be  his  pastor  for  almost  two 
years.  His  presence  in  the  services  was  encouraging 
and  inspirational.  He  always  gave  encouragement  and 
never  once  did  he  do  anything  to  discourage  the  younger 
brethren.  Truly  he  was  a  faithful  old  soldier  of  the 
cross. 

His  last  public  sermon  was  given  on  about  the  14th  of 
July  1940,  at  the  age  of  85.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  Live  Oak  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the 
undersigned,  assisted  by  Elder  W.  R.  Brubaker. 

Live  Oak,  Calif.  S.  Paul  Daugherty. 


In  California 


My  entrance  into  the  state  this  time  was  at  the  north  from 
Oregon.  The  train  I  was  aboard  brought  me  and  my  fellow  pas- 
sengers within  a  delightfully  clear  and  charming  view  of  the 
famous,  lofty  and  snow-laden  old  Mount  Shasta. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  visit  again  the  great  western  metropolis 
of  San  Francisco.  Previously  and  a  number  of  times,  I  had 
passed  over  the  long  Oakland-Bay  Bridge.  But  the  best  view  of 
it,  as  also  of  the  city's  impressive  sky  line,  is  obtained  by  travers- 
ing the  four-mile  bay  on  a  side-wheeler  ferry  boat.  Treasure 
Island  is  plainly  there  as  always,  but  altered  considerably  now 
since  its  serving  for  two  years  as  the  site  of  the  great  fair.  But 
remaining  and  unaltered  is  the  famous  prison  and  island  of 
Alcatraz.  Day  was  dying  in  the  west,  and  my  sight-seeing  eyes 
were  lighted  up  with  special  wonderment  at  the  spectacle  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge,  greatest  bridge  of  all,  and  the  gorgeous 
and  technicolored  sunset  beyond  the  Golden  Gate.  For  an  inter- 
esting study  of  people  and  for  a  wending  through  Oriental-tinged 
streets  and  quaint  shops,  I  chose  to  tour  again  the  city's  world- 
famous  Chinatown.     The  cool  of  the  night  caused  the  streets  to 


be  more  thronged  with  residents  and  visitors  than  were  there 
in  the  heat  of  the  daytime,  and  besides  there  was  the  added 
effect  of  the  quaint  artificial  lighting.  Some  Chinese  were  on  a 
platform  in  the  out  of  doors  rendering  a  program.  With  weird 
music  and  other  characteristic  effects  they  were  giving  it  also 
to  a  radio  broadcast.  But  it  was  noteworthy  that  the  larger 
crowd  was  gathered  at  another  place  on  the  street  in  a  sympa- 
thetic and  animated  money  raising  campaign  among  themselves 
as  Chinese  of  America  to  give  relief  to  the  far  less  fortunate 
Chinese  of  China. 

Shortly  before  this,  and  while  engaged  in  evangelism  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest  states  of  Washington  and  Oregon,  and  knowing 
I  would  later  journey  this  way  down  through  California,  I  felt 
it  would  be  especially  opportune  for  me  to  obtain  a  good  un- 
derstanding of  our  church  situation  on  the  West  Coast,  which  I 
was  able  to  do  by  a  rereading  of  the  rather  recent  splendid  book 
of  history  along  this  line  by  Prof.  Gladdys  Muir  of  La  Verne 
College.  With  high  appreciation  of  this  book,  and  with  no  fault 
of  the  book  certainly,  but  simply  as  reaction  from  the  facts  re- 
corded, I  have  met  and  conversed  with  some  who  have  stated 
how  sad  it  has  made  them  feel  that  in  so  many  places  out  there 
we  once  opened  church  work  and  it  flourished  for  a  time  and 
then  folded  up.  And  I  am  sure  we  all  share  in  some  sorrowful- 
ness on  that  point.  At  the  same  time,  we  can  be  thankful  for 
what  we  do  have  representing  our  faith  in  the  number  of  places 
in  California,  and  the  other  states  to  be  reckoned  in  also  on  the 
Pacific  Slope.  I  pondered  much  that  I  had  read,  and  visualized 
our  churches  here  and  there  with  some  of  my  close  friends  and 
acquaintances  working  in  them,  as  I  took  the  very  interesting 
and  enjoyable  next  lap  of  my  trip,  which  was  down  through  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  between  California's  chief  cities  of  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles. 

California  has  achieved  a  rather  special  place  for  itself  on  the 
map  because  of  its  sunshine  and  climatic  radiancy.  But  that 
even  the  sunshine  there  can  sometimes  turn  contrastingly 
"liquid"  and  a  bit  disagreeable  is  born  out  by  the  happening  of 
the  past  winter  and  spring.  The  rather  copious  precipitation 
which  is  common  of  a  winter  up  in  Oregon  and  Washington  was 
agreeably  absent  the  past  season,  and  seemed  also  to  decide,  as 
some  people,  to  spend  the  winter  and  early  spring  farther  south. 

While  in  Southern  California  the  forepart  of  May,  I  penned  the 
following  paragraph  as  part  of  a  letter  to  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
where  we  are  to  take  the  pastorate  soon:  "Throughout  the  sev- 
eral days  of  my  stay  here,  we  have  been  under  a  heat  wave, 
with  the  temperature  in  the  daytime  hovering  around  the  mark 
of  ninety  degrees  in  the  shade.  I  believe  the  'natives',  or  regu- 
lar residents,  mind  it  more  than  we  'foreigners'  who  are  in  as 
guests  from  outside  the  'golden  state.'  I  really  like  it.  And  I 
guess  they  also  much  prefer  it  to  the  really  unusually  rainy 
weather  of  which  they  have  had  so  much  in  the  recent  past.  It 
formed  mildew  on  some  of  the  oranges,  with  loss  of  them  in  the 
marketing.  But  there  are  heaps  of  first-class  fruit  remaining. 
I  saw  a  truckload  of  big,  lusciously  ripe  oranges  selling  in  the 
street  the  other  day,  as  advertized — 'seven  dozens  for  twenty- 
five  cents.'  And  grapefruit  accordingly.  I  wished  I  had  a 
truckload  of  such  'back  East.'  Wouldn't  there  be  a  congestion 
and  lively  movement  in  the  Chambersburg  Farmers'  Market,  for 
instance,  if  such  fine  eatable  oranges  could  be  purchased  there 
for  so  little  money?  This  is  my  first  experience  among  the 
orange  groves,  which  is  proving  very  interesting.  But  of  all 
the  trees  on  the  landscape  here,  it  is  the  majestic  palm  which 
is  the  most  convincing  to  me  that  I  am  in  the  far-flung  South- 
west and  the  state  of  California." 

At  La  Verne  I  previewed  the  exact  geographical  spot  where 
our  Annual  Conference  of  this  year  is  held,  June  18-24.  Confer- 
ence has  been  held  at  that  place  before,  and  I  was  impressed 
that  it  will  be  a  good  place  for  this  year's  Conference.  As  I  had 
pointed  out  to  me  just  where  the  tent  of  meeting  would  be 
pitched,  I  visualized  our  brethren  and  sisters  of  like  precious 
faith,  assembled  from  near  and  far,  who  would  be  swarming 
over  the  grounds  here  in  the  so-near  future.  I  was  indeed  glad 
to  have  this  preview,  and  the  more  so  since  I  cannot  well  be  in 
attendance  at  the  Conference  itself.  As  Conference  opens  on  the 
Pacific  Slope,  we,  as  a  family  of  Raricks,  while  present  in  spirit, 
will  be  launching  in  person  our  new  pastorate,  in  a  proximity 
which  will  be  closer  to  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  at  Chambersburg, 
Pa. 

A  Church  of  the  Brethren  stronghold  in  California  is  La  Verne. 
It  is  the  North  Manchester  of  California.  Its  population  is  about 
thirty-three  hundred,  and  it  is  thirty-three  miles  east  of  Los 
Angeles.  It  is  the  home  of  our  La  Verne  College.  Pres.  C. 
Ernest  Davis  of  the  college  is  also  this  year's  moderator  of  the 
Conference.  The  La  Verne  congregation  is  the  largest  of  our 
congregations  in  the  West.  It  is  third  largest  in  the  United 
States,  with  first  place  held  by  the  Hagerstown  church,  Md.,  and 
second  place  by  the  Manchester  church,  Ind.  A  picture  of  the 
new  La  Verne  church  appeared  on  the  front  cover  of  a  recent 
Messenger.  We  probably  have  no  church  edifice  in  all  our 
brotherhood  which   is  larger   or  more   beautiful. 

It  was  Mother's  Day,  May  11,  when  I  attended  the  forenoon 
services  in  our  church  at  La  Verne.  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz  first 
conducted  a  service  for  the  consecration  of  children.  There 
were  probably  a  dozen  parental  couples  with  their  babies  par- 
ticipating.    It  was  well  worked  out,  with  bestowed  blessing  upon 
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them  all.     Brother  Kurtz'  subsequent  Mother's  Day  sermon  was 
on  the  theme,  The  Glory  of  Motherhood. 

Mrs.  Rarick  and  her  people,  who  are  the  Harshbargers  of 
Girard,  111.,  resided  in  La  Verne  for  awhile  around  the  time  of 
1912.  However,  the  town  then  was  yet  under  the  old  name, 
Lordsburg.  We  have  relatives  and  many  friends  in  La  Verne, 
although  I  was  not  conscious  of  how  many  there  really  were 
until  I  arrived  there.  To  be  there  on  a  Sunday  gave  me  a 
special  opportunity  to  be  in  the  midst  of  them  and  to  experi- 
ence a  radiant  time  of  visitation  and  fellowship.  Aunt  Eliza- 
beth Minnich  Vaniman  was  my  good  hostess,  and  in  her  home 
I  was  privileged  to  meet  again,  after  many  years,  my  boyhood 
chum,  her  son,  Luke  Minnich,  who  with  his  wife  had  come  down 
from  their  present  place  of  residence,  near  Fresno.  Brethren 
Ernest  Snell  and  Earl  Brubaker  and  their  wives  were  especially 
kind  in  helping  me  to  see  so  much  in  my  limited  time  in  and 
around  La  Verne.  In  the  evening  of  this  same  Sunday  I  at- 
tended the  beginning  of  revival  in  Pomona,  conducted  by  Eld. 
J.  W.  Lear,  pastor  now  at  Glendora.  Yet  that  night  I  entrained 
on  the  Union  Pacific  at  Pomona  and  traveled  on  to  revival  work 
in  the  English  River  church,  Iowa. 


North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Ralph  G.  Rarick. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Bell-Dell.— Harry  Bell  of  Stanton  and  Pauline  Dell  of  Beatrice, 
in  the  South  Beatrice  church,  May  31,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Buck-Harmon. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home,  May  31,  1941, 
William  T.  Buck  of  Mishawaka,  Ind.,  and  Rosabelle  Harmon  of 
Etna  Green,  Ind. — N.  H.  Miller,  Bourbon,  Ind. 

Emrick-Hoff. — Leland  B.  Emrick,  of  Eldorado,  Ohio,  and  Er- 
nestine Hoff,  of  Elgin,  111.,  May  31,  1941,  at  the  Elgin  Church  of 
the  Brethren.— E.  G.  Hoff,  Elgin,  III. 

Flora-Angle.— At  the  Brick  church,  Wirtz,  Va.,  May  22,  1941, 
Melvin  Flora  and  Sylvia  Angle  of  Wirtz,  by  the  undersigned. — 
Kermit  P.  Flora,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Frey-Jennings. — By  the  undersigned,  May  29,  1941,  at  the  par- 
sonage of  the  Elizabethtown  Church  of  the  Brethren,  I.  Paul 
Frey  of  Elizabethtown  and  Anna  E.  Jennings  of  Palmyra.— M. 
Clyde   Horst,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Gatlen-Snyder. — Ronald  E.  Gatten  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  and  Ger- 
trude Snyder  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  at  the  Hopewell  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  May  24,  1941,  by  Bro.  W.  Harold  Row  of  Richmond, 
Va. — Ronald  E.   Gatten,  Urbana,   Ohio. 

Grove-Craun. — Leonard  Eugene  Grove  of  Weyers  Cave  and 
Olive  Mae  Craun  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  College  Street  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned,  the 
bride's  pastor,  April  13,  1941. — C.  G.  Hesse,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Hevelone-Hohenfeli. — May  31,  1941,  in  the  South  Beatrice  par- 
sonage, Ivan  Hevelone  and  Frances  Hohenfelt. — Paul  K.  Brandt, 
Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Ogden-Wine. — By  the  undersigned,  the  father  of  the  bride,  in 
the  Greenville  church.  May  28,  1941,  Galen  B.  Ogden  and  Salome 
Ruth  Wine. — G.  L.  Wine,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Palzwail-Wonderlich. — Bro.  Emil  Patzwall  of  Flint,  Mich.,  and 
Sister  Enid  Ruth  Wonderlich,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
near  Richland,  Iowa,  May  21,  1941. — Ralph  G.  Rarick,  North 
Manchester,  Ind. 

Shively-Barnharl. — In  the  West  Charleston,  Ohio,  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  May  15,  1941,  Forest  Shively  of  Muncie,  Ind.,  and 
Leila  Barnhart  of  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Flora  and  the 
undersigned. — L.    S.    Shively,    Muncie,    Ind. 

Studenroth-Kready. — By  the  undersigned  on  June  1,  1941,  Paul 
R.  Studenroth  of  Lititz  and  Edith  H.  Kready  of  Ephrata. — James 
M.  Moore,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Wagoner-Stoffer. — Bro.  John  R.  Wagoner  of  La  Fayette,  Ind., 
and  Martha  Stoffer  of  Huntington,  May  30,  1941,  in  the  home  of 
the  undersigned. — Albert  E.  Harshbarger,  Liberty  Center,  Ind. 

Winpigler-Arbaugh. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Thurmont 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  May  17,  1941,  Charles  A.  Winpigler  of 
Frederick,  Md.,  and  Mary  Jane  Arbaugh  of  Rocky  Ridge,  Md. — 
Ray  A.  Kurtz,  Richland,  Pa. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Aldinger,  Lizzie  K.,  wife  of  John  B.  Aldinger,  died  March  9, 
1941,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  two  daughters,  and  one  son,  a  minister  in  the  Cone- 
wago  church.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  having  been  baptized  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Spring  Creek 
church  by  Brethren  F.  S.  Carper  and  John  Hostetter.— H.  A. 
Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 


Becker,  Phares  B.,  died  from  the  effects  of  a  stroke  May  13, 
1941,  aged  fifty-five  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  East  Fair- 
view  church.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. Services  at  the  home  were  followed  by  services  at  the  East 
Fairview  church,  conducted  by  the  writer  and  Brethren  Harry 
G.  Fahnestock  and  J.  Norman  Weaver.— H.  A.  Merkey,  Manheim, 
Pa. 

Brubaker,  Rosa  May,  the  daughter  of  August  and  Mary  Ann 
Decker,  was  born  at  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  Nov.  22,  1878,  and  died  at 
Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada,  April  27,  1941.  She  was  the  oldest 
of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  remain.  On  Nov.  18,  1896,  she 
was  married  to  Eld.  John  H.  Brubaker.  To  this  union  were  born 
six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Surviving  are  her 
husband,  three  sons,  two  daughters,  and  six  grandchildren.  The 
family  migrated  from  Oklahoma  to  North  Dakota,  then  to  Min- 
nesota and  finally  to  Alberta,  Canada.  Early  in  life  she  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  remaining  faithful  to  the  end. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  M.  McCune  in  the 
Bow  Valley  church.  Interment  was  in  the  Arrowwood  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger,  Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada. 

Clanin,  Lanson,  was  born  near  Summum,  111.,  April  21,  1877, 
and  died  near  Cavendish,  Idaho,  May  21,  1941.  When  a  young 
man  he  united  with  the  Mount  Pleasant  Church  of  the  Brethren 
near  Ipava,  111.,  and  remained  a  faithful  member  until  death. 
He  served  as  a  deacon  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  He  was  married  to  Franey  Lind  Myers, 
who  died  in  July  1918.  After  his  marriage  he  lived  at  Wilson 
Creek,  Wash.,  and  then  moved  to  Idaho.  In  December  1925  he 
was  married  to  Eva  Brock,  who  survives.  A  brother  and  a  sis- 
ter also  survive.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Clear- 
water church  by  the  pastor,  A.  R.  Fike.  Burial  was  in  a  near- 
by cemetery. — Mrs.   Carrie  E.  Herring,  Lenore,  Idaho. 

Fetters,  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Funderburg, 
was  born  near  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  March  30,  1862,  and  died  April  11, 
1941.  On  March  6,  1907,  she  was  married  to  Perry  Fetters,  who 
died  April  7,  1919.  She  united  with  the  Pitsburg  congregation 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Sept.  2,  1923.  She  called  for  the 
anointing  service,  which  was  conducted  by  the  home  ministers. 
Surviving  her  are  three  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Pitsburg  church  by  Bro.  Walter  Swinger. 
Interment  was  in  the  Mote  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Eikenberry, 
Arcanum,  Ohio. 

Hale,  Vioma  T.,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Emily  Conner,  was  born 
in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  April  12,  1870,  and  died  May  28,  1941.  On 
Feb.  5,  1891,  she  was  married  to  W.  M.  Hale.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  all  of  whom  survive.  Fifty-three  grandchildren 
and  two  great-grandchildren  also  survive.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  twenty  years  ago.  During  her  last 
illness  she  called  for  the  anointing.  She  endured  her  suffering 
patiently.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  I.  H.  Shaver 
and  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Copper  Hill 
cemetery. — Oscar   R.   Fike,   Airpoint,   Va. 

Hostetter,  Barbara  L.,  wife  of  Eld.  John  H.  Hostetter,  died 
May  20,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
ness of  six  months.  She  was  seventy-seven  years  old  and  for 
more  than  fifty  years  had  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Cone- 
wago  church.  She  served  with  her  husband  in  the  ministry  for 
twenty  years.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  two  sons,  and  two 
daughters.  Services  were  held  in  the  Bachmanville  church  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  the  home  ministers.  Interment  was  in 
the  Spring  Creek  cemetery. — H.  A.  Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Kindig,  Emmaline,  died  May  5,  1941,  in  Elkhart,  at  the  age  of 
86  years.  She  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  a  broken  leg. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters  and  one  son.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Yellow  Creek  church.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Elkhart  Valley  church  with  Brethren  Frank  Kreider  and 
Samuel   Miller  in   charge.— Bessie   Burns,   Wakarusa,   Ind. 

Null,  Ellis,  was  born  March  1,  1878,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  nephew  near  Wakarusa  May  8,  1941.  He  was  married  to  Eva 
Ebersole,  who  survives.  Four  sons  also  survive.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Brethren  church  of  Nappanee  but  attended 
services  at  Yellow  Creek. — Bessie  Burns,  Wakarusa,  Ind. 

Price,  Charles  H.,  the  son  of  David  F.  and  Helen  Rowland 
Price,  was  born  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  July  14,  1858,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  May  29,  1941.  In  1880  he  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Stouffer  of  Maryland,  111.  Early  in  youth  he  joined 
the  North  Beatrice  Brethren  church  and  remained  true  to  her 
teachings.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  Beatrice  Brethren 
church  by  the  writer. — Paul  K.  Brandt,   Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Spalding,  Milo,  was  born  at  West  Creek,  Ind.,  Sept.  21,  1857, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Iowa,  La.,  May  4,  1941. 
On  Feb.  14,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Doris  Frances  Hamilton  of 
Lovell,  Ind.,  and  for  fifty-seven  years  they  shared  life's  joys 
and  sorrows.  Fifty-three  years  ago  he  brought  his  family  to 
Louisiana.  In  1893  he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Roanoke,  La.  Though  isolated  from  the  church 
he  remained  a  faithful  and  loyal  member  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  man  of  deep  convictions  and  had  a  courage  that  left  no 
doubt  as  to  his  stand  on  spiritual  and  moral  issues.  Surviving 
him  are  his  wife,  four  daughters,  one  son,  fifteen  grandchildren, 
and  three  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  First  M.  E.  church  in  Iowa,  in  charge  of  the  undersigned. — 
J.   F.  Hoke,  Welsh,  La. 
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West,  Phoebe  Kathryn,  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Rebecca  Jones, 
was  born  June  22,  1859,  and  died  May  22,  1941.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber' of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Buchanan,  Mich.  On 
April  5,  1877,  she  was  married  to  Isaac  West,  who  preceded  her 
in  death  Dec.  26,  1915.  To  this  union  nine  children  were  born. 
Surviving  her  are  three  sons,  one  daughter,  eighteen  grandchil- 
dren, seven  great-grandchildren,  and  one  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in  the 
Riverside  cemetery. — Price  Umphlet,  La  Porte,  Ind. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS  i 

California 
Fresno. — On  March  6  the  churches  of  the  northern  division  met 
with  us  to  hear  Brethren  Rufus  D.  Bowman  and  C.  Ernest  Davis 
tell  about  the  conscientious  objector  camps.  The  ladies'  aux- 
iliary cleared  $37.41  by  serving  dinner  to  the  Nurses'  Association. 
In  March  the  Fresno  church  had  charge  of  one  Sunday  evening 
worship  service  in  the  General  hospital.  On  April  6  three  were 
baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  April  10.  The  Easter 
service  was  made  more  impressive  by  the  use  of  the  electric 
organ  loaned  by  a  music  store.  On  Easter  evening  we  had 
scenes  from  the  last  days  of  the  Christ,  portrayed  through  Scrip- 
ture, music,  readings  and  pictures.  The  girls'  club  sponsored 
the  mother  and  son  banquet  and  cleared  twenty  dollars.  On 
April  27  the  intermediates  conducted  the  morning  worship  serv- 
ice, had  a  basket  lunch  at  the  church,  distributed  invitation 
cards  in  some  new  residential  districts  in  the  afternoon,  sang  at 
the  hospital,  and  gave  a  program  at  the  C.  E.  hour.  The  ladies' 
auxiliary  donated  five  dollars  to  buy  Bibles  for  those  in  migrant 
camps.  On  May  9  was  the  father  and  daughter  banquet.  Bro. 
Eisenbise  and  family  visited  us  on  May  25;  after  the  basket  lunch 
he  told  us  about  China. — Mrs.  Elmer  Erdman,  Fresno,  Calif., 
May  29. 

Long  Beach. — Many  of  our  members  enjoyed  the  services  of 
the  National  Christian  Mission,  which  was  held  at  Long  Beach, 
March  16-21.  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz  spoke  the  first  day  of  the  mission. 
At  a  special  business  meeting  on  March  23  the  church  voted  to 
support  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  program.  More  than 
$150  has  been  sent  for  the  work.  We  have  had  the  privilege  of 
hearing  Brethren  O.  C.  Sollenberger  and  E.  L.  Ikenberry  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Harlan  Smith,  returned  missionaries  to 
China.  Special  services  were  arranged  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  L. 
Barnhart,  for  Holy  Week  observance.  The  communion  was  held 
on  Thursday  night,  with  125  taking  part.  Dr.  Kurtz  spoke  each 
noon  at  the  First  Christian  church.  An  offering  of  $195  was  re- 
ceived on  Easter  for  Christian  education,  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  and  a  building  fund.  In  the  evening  the  choir  and 
a  cast  of  eleven  young  people  presented  a  dramatic  cantata.  On 
April  20  thirteen  new  members  were  received:  four  baptized, 
eight  received  by  letter  and  one  by  associate  membership.  Four 
more  await  formal  reception.  Our  church  was  host  to  a  district 
young  people's  conference  on  April  26,  27.  The  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  on  May  9.  Four  kits  for  conscien- 
tious objectors  were  assembled  by  the  organizations  of  the 
church.  None  of  our  boys  have  yet  been  drafted.  The  monthly 
session  of  the  district  Brethren  pastors'  conference  was  held 
here  on  May  26.  From  June  8  to  12  Bro.  A.  F.  Brightbill  will 
hold  a  music  institute  for  us. — Inez  Vought  Moomaw,  Wilming- 
ton, Calif.,  May  31. 

Indiana 
Loon  Creek. — At  the  spring  council  Bro.  Roy  Gilmer  was 
elected  pastor  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  place  of  Bro. 
John  Eberly,  who  had  resigned.  The  primary  department  pre- 
sented a  program  on  Easter  morning.  Two  boys  accepted 
Christ  at  the  morning  service  on  Easter.  The  boys'  and  the  girls' 
glee  clubs  of  Lancaster  High  School  presented  a  concert  of 
sacred  music  on  April  6.  Bro.  Gilmer,  assisted  by  Eld.  D.  W. 
Paul,  officiated  at  our  love  feast  on  April  10.  April  27  was  the 
day  for  an  exchange  of  pulpits  in  the  district.  Bro.  Russell  Wel- 
ler,  pastor  of  the  Pleasant  Dale  church,  preached  for  us.  The 
recently  organized  junior  choir  presented  their  first  program  on 
May  4.  Seventy-five  mothers  and  daughters  attended  the  ban- 
quet on  May  28.— Mrs.  Louise  Fusselman,  Huntington,  Ind., 
June  3. 

Pleasant  Dale. — At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  one  letter  of 
membership  was  received  and  one  granted.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  plan  a  program  and  to  secure  a  speaker  for  the  harvest 
meeting  to  be  held  the  last  Sunday  in  September.  Our  pre- 
Easter  services  were  in  charge  of  the  Sunday-school  classes.  On 
April  27  the  pastors  of  the  district  exchanged  pulpits.  Our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Weller,  preached  at  Loon  Creek  and  Bro.  Albert  Harsh- 
barger  of  the  Markle  church  preached  for  us.  In  the  evening  of 
May  8  the  mothers  and  daughters  of  the  community  enjoyed  a 
banquet.  About  one  hundred  were  present.  Our  community 
vacation  Bible  school  will  begin  next  week  and  will  continue  for 
two  weeks.  Bro.  Ray  Shank  will  conduct  a  revival  meeting  the 
middle  of  August.  Our  services  are  growing  in  attendance  and 
interest. — Victoria   Stoneburner,   Decatur,   Ind.,   May  21. 

Salamonie. — The  church  had  an  inspiring  week  of  pre-Easter 
services,  beginning  with  Palm  Sunday.  The  love  feast  was  held 
on  Friday  evening.  One  Sunday  evening  this  spring  the  young 
people  gave  a  program  of  songs,  readings  and  a  talk,  Practical 


Christian  Service,  by  Opal  Stech.  The  willingness  and  devotion 
of  the  young  people  should  be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us.  On 
April  27  Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver  of  the  West  Manchester  church  gave 
us  a  very  good  message.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Bro. 
J.  Clyde  Forney  explained  the  work  of  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  We  have  one  young  man  who  will  go  to  Camp  Lagro 
soon.  Following  the  Mother's  Day  sermon,  Honoring  the  Chris- 
tian Home,  a  dedication  service  was  held  for  ten  small  children. 
On  May  18  the  pictures.  The  Pageant  of  the  Sowers,  were  shown. 
Bro.  Will  Ulrich  is  the  leader  for  the  half-hour  study  of  the 
Psalms  each  Sunday  evening.  A  vacation  Bible  school  is  being 
planned  for  the  last  two  weeks  in  June. — Mrs.  I.  E.  Weaver, 
Huntington,  Ind.,  May  28. 

Syracuse. — Brethren  Galen  Bowman  and  Allen  Weldy  ex- 
plained to  us  the  work  and  financing  of  the  work  camps.  A 
number  of  our  young  people  attended  the  spring  conference  of 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  at  North  Webster.  A  few  also  attended  a  peace 
conference  at  Camp  Mack.  The  five  churches  of  Syracuse  united 
for  pre-Easter  services.  Our  revival  meeting  began  on  May  4 
and  closed  with  the  love  feast  on  May  18.  Sister  Goldie  Killion 
of  Auburn  was  the  evangelist  and  Sister  Cora  Stahly  of  Nap- 
panee  had  charge  of  the  music.  Other  congregations  furnished 
special  music  and  had  delegations  present  at  some  of  the  meet- 
ings. Three  were  baptized.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilt- 
ing. Now  they  are  cleaning  the  church.  Fifteen  dollars  was 
contributed  for  bunks  at  Camp  Mack.  The  pastor,  Bro.  Lee 
Cory,  was  the  head  of  the  primary  department  of  the  vacation 
Bible  school.  In  the  absence  of  our  pastor  on  May  25,  Bro.  Bitzer 
delivered  the  evening  message.  One  of  our  members,  Sister 
Wilkison,  has  died. — Mrs.  Peter  Plew,  Syracuse,  Ind.,  June  1. 

Union  Grove. — On  Easter  morning  the  choir  gave  a  song  and 
Scripture  service,  covering  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  out- 
standing events  in  his  life.  Under  two  leaders  the  adult  Bible 
class  is  visiting  shut-in  members,  having  a  class  session  with 
them.  The  shut-ins  appreciate  the  class  so  much  that  they  ask 
for  a  return  visit.  The  date  of  the  centennial  program  is  Oct.  17- 
19.  The  old  Mississinewa  congregation  was  organized  in  1841. 
A  new  roof  has  been  put  on  the  church,  financed  by  donations. 
We  are  starting  a  fund  to  beautif y  and  improve  the  church  plant. 
One  young  man  from  our  church  has  gone  to  a  camp  in  Missis- 
sippi. The  Mother's  Day  service  was  sponsored  by  the  Challen- 
ger class.  Our  elder,  Bro.  I.  E.  Weaver,  was  the  speaker  for  the 
occasion.  On  May  14  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  served 
to  a  hundred  guests.  We  followed  the  program  called  the  Cap- 
tain's Dinner.  Our  young  people  entertained  the  Muncie  young 
people  recently.  The  five  Sunday-school  classes  of  older  folks 
are  helping  the  pastor  with  the  Sunday  evening  services  during 
the  summer  months.  Interest  in  missions  and  relief  is  increas- 
ing in  our  church.  A  small  chorus  of  Negroes  gave  us  an  eve- 
ning's program.  We  will  not  be  represented  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence this  year. — Mrs.  Virginia  Snavely,  Muncie,  Ind.,  May  26. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  recently  enjoyed  a  program  given  by  a 
Negro  quartet  from  Prentice,  Miss.  Members  of  the  Elkhart  Val- 
ley church  presented  a  program  in  our  church  one  Sunday  eve- 
ning. The  graduation  exercises  for  those  in  the  township  fin- 
ishing the  eighth  grade  were  held  in  the  church.  Our  young 
people  entertained  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.'s  from  several  neighboring 
congregations  on  April  20.  On  May  18  Brother  and  Sister  H. 
Spenser  Minnich  were  with  us.  Our  harvest  meeting  will  be 
Aug.  31;  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  will  be  the  speaker.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  on  Oct.  17.  Our  revival  meeting,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  will  begin  Oct.  20  and  close  Nov.  2.  One  has 
been  baptized  and  three  have  been  received  by  letter  since  our 
last  report. — Bessie  Burns,  Wakarusa,   Ind.,  June  4. 

Iowa 

Iowa  River. — Because  Brother  and  Sister  Eby  were  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident,  the  series  of  meetings  which  were  to  begin 
April  14  were  postponed  until  May  12.  Brother  and  Sister  H.  L. 
Ruthrauff  were  the  evangelists.  His  messages  were  plain  and 
to  the  point.  Sister  Ruthrauff  was  in  charge  of  the  song  serv- 
ice and  the  children's  hour.  Ten  were  added  to  the  church,  in 
ages  from  9  to  60.  During  the  revival  we  had  visitors  from  Gar- 
rison, Fernald  and  Ivester.  Our  communion  was  held  May  26 
with  eighty-two  present. — Mrs.  Lulu  E.  Duft,  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
May   31. 

Maryland 
Hagersiown.- — A  weekday  school  of  Christian  education  meets 
each  Friday  for  two  hours  in  the  afternoon.  It  provides  re- 
ligious instruction  for  the  children  of  our  church  school  and  the 
community.  The  missionary  society  sponsored  a  unique  program 
and  banquet  on  March  11.  Chinese  food  was  served  in  Chinese 
style.  Two  Chinese  boys  who  attend  the  public  schools  were 
present  and  spoke  briefly.  The  speaker,  Mrs.  Walter  Linea- 
weaver,  gave  a  vivid  word  picture  of  living  conditions  and  cus- 
toms in  China.  The  youth  drama  guild  presented  the  pageant, 
Joseph,  written  and  directed  by  Bro.  Perry  L.  Huffaker,  on 
March  18,  19,  20.  The  new  social  and  recreation  room  has  pro- 
vided wholesome  hours  of  fellowship  and  play  for  the  youth  of 
the  church.  The  Lenten  season  was  observed  by  a  series  of  ser- 
mons on  each  Sunday;  Holy  Week  by  a  service  each  night; 
Easter  by  special  music  in  the  morning  and  the  cantata,  The  Lord 
of  Life,  in  the  evening.  Both  the  Juniata  College  a  cappella 
choir  and  the  Bridgewater  College  glee  club  presented  sacred 
concerts  in  the  church.     Approximately  six  hundred  were  pres- 
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ent  at  the  communion  service  on  May  4.  This  year  we  had  the 
largest  missionary  offering  we  have  ever  received  in  this  church. 
The  mother  and  daughter  dinner  was  held  in  the  church  school 
auditorium  with  250  present.  The  program  centered  about  the 
theme,  Pioneer  and  Modern  Mothers.  Mrs.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  of 
Waynesboro  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  women's  missionary 
society  presented  a  memorial  service  for  the  late  A.  B.  Miller, 
who  was  pastor  of  this  congregation  for  fifteen  years.  In  his 
memory  the  missionary  group  supports  two  native  workers  in 
Africa  and  one  in  India.  A  large  group  enjoyed  the  family  fel- 
lowship evening  on  May  23.  W.  Newton  Long  of  Baltimore  spoke 
on  the  Happy  Family  and  the  drama  guild  presented  The  Family 
Altar.  Brother  and  Sister  Perry  Huffaker  will  leave  the  congre- 
gation for  a  new  field  of  work  on  July  1, — Bertha  M.  Negley, 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  May  31. 

Myersville. — Bro.  I.  S.  Long  of  the  First  church,  Baltimore, 
and  our  pastor  exchanged  pulpits  for  the  pre-Easter  services. 
On  April  12  the  young  people  presented  the  play,  His  Cross, 
which  portrayed  the  suffering  and  sorrow  of  the  Master.  On 
April  20  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table  was  held  at  Hagerstown.  Our 
pastor  has  been  busy  assisting  the  young  men  to  fill  out  the 
papers  for  conscientious  objectors.  On  May  11  the  Beaver  Creek 
young  people  presented  the  play.  Soup,  Sand  and  Sagebrush. 
Our  pastor  plans  to  attend  Annual  Conference,  having  been 
elected  member  of  Standing  Committee  by  the  Middle  District 
of  Maryland.— G.  Frank  Smith,  Middletown,  Md.,  June  2. 

Thurmonl. — Attendance  and  interest  in  church  school  and 
morning  worship  continue  to  be  very  good.  The  church  is  re- 
sponding well  to  the  need  for  foreign  and  home  relief.  We  are 
also  supporting  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  men's 
Bible  class  has  presented  a  new  electric  clock  to  the  church. 
The  women's  work  is  considering  having  the  interior  of  the 
church  painted.  Each  Sunday  evening  we  have  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and 
evening  worship.  On  March  28  we  met  in  council.  It  was  unan- 
imously decided  to  have  Bro.  Ray  Kurtz  continue  as  pastor. 
Delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Geo.  B.  Hoke  and  Strafford  H. 
Lawyer.  Bro.  Kurtz  will  hold  a  series  of  meetings  during  the 
summer.  A.  W.  Ecker  was  elected  secretary  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  project.  The  church  school  had  charge  of  the 
morning  Easter  services  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  the  evening  hour. 
The  latter  sponsored  a  hike  to  Camp  Peniel  on  May  4,  holding  a 
vesper  service  there,  which  the  whole  church  attended.  Sister 
Mary  Schaeffer,  missionary  to  China,  gave  a  very  interesting 
message  on  May  6.  Our  pastor  and  a  number  of  the  members 
attended  the  love  feast  at  the  Monocacy  church  on  May  11. 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  P.  Bowman,  who  have  been  living  in  Thur- 
mont  for  the  last  ten  years,  have  moved  to  Detroit,  Mich.  On 
May  17  Mary  Jane  Arbaugh,  the  granddaughter  of  the  late  Eld. 
and  Mrs.  T.  S.  Fike,  was  married  to  Charles  Winpigler  in  the 
church.— Mrs.  Strafford  H.  Lawyer,  Thurmont,  Md.,  May  28. 

Missouri 
Rockingham. — Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock  held  a  revival  meeting  in 
our  church  from  May  18  to  June  1.  As  a  result  of  his  strong 
messages  and  friendly  visits  in  the  homes  of  the  community  ten 
were  added  to  the  church.  The  membership  has  received  much 
lasting  good  also.  Sister  Hazel  Bowman  conducted  the  song 
services,  and  special  numbers  of  music  were  given  by  local  tal- 
ent. On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  meeting  Brother  and  Sister 
Mathis  worshiped  with  us.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Arkan- 
sas. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  June  2  following  the  baptismal 
service.  Sister  Coppock  and  daughter  gave  special  numbers  of 
music  and  told  stories  to  the  children  the  two  Sundays  they  were 
with  us.- — Mattie  Lam,  Hardin,  Mo.,  June  3. 

Ohio 

Painter  Creek. — On  May  18  the  church  observed  two  anniver- 
saries. One  was  the  golden  jubilee  of  the  Sunday  school,  of 
which  Bro.  John  Neher  was  the  first  superintendent;  the  other 
was  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  public  preaching 
service  in  the  community — the  preaching  of  Bro.  Philip  Younce, 
a  noted  circuit  rider,  in  the  log  cabins  of  the  pioneer  Brethren. 
The  young  men  of  the  community  who  desired  to  have  a  more 
suitable  place  for  social  functions  built  a  log  meeting  place  in 
1849.  This  was  later  turned  over  to  the  Brethren  for  religious 
services  and  was  used  until  the  first  frame  church  was  built  in 
1871.  On  the  anniversary  Sunday  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman  gave  a 
splendid  object  lesson  to  the  children,  following  the  Sunday- 
school  hour.  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  Jr.,  a  former  minister  of  the 
congregation,  was  the  morning  speaker.  Six  people  were  pres- 
ent who  had  attended  services  with  their  parents  in  the  old  log 
house.  Fourteen  who  were  present  had  attended  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Sunday  school.  A  history  of  the  Painter  Creek 
church  was  completed  in  time  for  the  home-coming,  and  a  copy 
of  this  may  be  had  for  thirty-five  cents.  About  two  hundred 
mothers  and  daughters  of  the  church  and  community  enjoyed  a 
fellowship  supper  on  May  30.  Elizabeth  Baker  Wampler,  re- 
turned missionary  to  China,  told  some  of  the  thrilling  experiences 
of  the  missionaries  and  of  the  trying  times  that  came  to  the  na- 
tive Christians. — Mrs.  Levi  Minnich,  Greenville,  Ohio,  June  3. 

Poplar  Grove. — Our  vacation  Bible  school,  to  be  held  in  co- 
operation with  a  neighboring  church,  will  begin  June  15.  In  a 
recent  pulpit  exchange  in  the  district  Bro.  E.  S.  Hollinger  of  the 
Beech  Grove  church  brought  us  a  good  message.  Brother  and 
Sister  Ernest  Wampler  of  the  China  mission  field  brought  inter- 


esting and  worth-while  talks  on  June  1.  Although  none  of  our 
men  has  yet  been  conscripted,  the  church  is  contributing  liber- 
ally to  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Bro.  D.  G. 
Berkebile,  the  pastor,  will  represent  us  at  Conference.  Four 
were  baptized  at  Easter.  Bro.  Eldon  Petry  will  conduct  a  two 
weeks'  revival  meeting  in  the  fall.  At  a  recent  council  letters 
were  granted  to  Bro.  Theo.  Eley  and  family,  who  are  now  work- 
ing with  the  Harris  Creek  church.  We  regret  their  leaving  us, 
but  are  glad  that  they  can  be  of  service  in  their  present  location. 
— Homer  Halladay,  Greenville,  Ohio,  June  2. 

Toledo. — We  met  in  council  on  March  5.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Wil- 
bur Bantz,  and  Bro.  John  Van  Dyke  were  elected  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler  held  a  two  weeks'  preach- 
ing mission  the  first  part  of  March.  The  services  were  inspiring 
and  well  attended.  As  a  result  eight  were  baptized  on  Easter. 
Our  communion  on  April  10  followed  pre-Easter  services  held 
by  the  pastor.  Our  church  and  the  Methodist  church  united  in 
an  Easter  sunrise  service.  In  the  evening  the  play,  The  Chal- 
lenge of  the  Cross,  was  given.  On  May  9  the  men  served  the 
mother  and  daughter  banquet.  A  Bulgarian  lady,  Mrs.  Boy- 
cheff,  was  the  guest  speaker.  On  May  11  the  pastor  conducted  a 
dedication  and  consecration  service  for  the  babies  and  their 
parents.  The  men's  work  had  charge  of  the  evening  service,  giv- 
ing a  Mother's  Day  program.  Our  church  is  co-operating  with 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  work  in  every  way  possible. — Fern 
Thornton,  Toledo,  Ohio,  June   1. 

Oregon 
Myrtle  Point.— On  March  20  Bro.  H.  H.  Ritter,  who  with  his 
wife  was  an  overnight  guest  of  Brother  and  Sister  F.  H.  Barr, 
gave  an  interesting  devotional  talk  at  prayer  meeting.  Bill  Fin- 
ley  of  the  Washington  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  under  the  direction  of  the 
regional  peace  director,  Clement  Bontrager,  presented  the  broth- 
erhood peace  program  on  March  23.  He  covered  such  phases 
as  feeding  Europe,  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  mutual  aid  and 
summer  work  camps.  Peter  Voronaeff,  nationally  known  Rus- 
sian evangelist,  was  our  guest  speaker  on  Easter  evening.  He 
illustrated  his  message  with  pictures  of  actual  conditions  in 
Russia.  Mother's  Day  was  fittingly  observed  by  a  program  ar- 
ranged by  the  mother  and  daughter  group.  A  special  flower  gift 
was  presented  to  each  mother.  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  preached  the 
baccalaureate  sermon  at  the  Union  high  school,  using  as  his 
subject,  Three  Philosophies  of  Life.  We  held  our  council  meet- 
ing around  the  dining  table  on  May  25.  Bro.  Barr  was  elected 
delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  are 
Lavaune  Hammack  and  Minnie  Hermann;  alternates,  Noah  Cos- 
ner  and  Emmett  Hammack. — Minnie  M.  Hermann,  Myrtle  Point, 
Oreg.,  May  29. 

Pennsylvania 

Mechanicsburg. — On  April  1  the  church  met  in  council.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year:  elder,  Bro.  W.  G. 
Group;  Messenger  correspondent,  the  writer;  chorister  and 
pianist,  Mildred  Nedrow.  The  church  is  actively  engaged  in 
regular  weekly  aid  society  meetings,  missionary  activities,  mid- 
week prayer  meetings,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings,  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  worship  services.  Early  in  May  a  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  was  held  with  more  than  fifty  in  attendance. 
Sister  H.  B.  Heisey  of  Harrisburg  was  the  guest  speaker.  On 
May  18  we  held  our  love  feast,  at  which  the  pastor,  J.  Lloyd 
Nedrow,  officiated.  A  father  and  son  banquet  will  be  held  in 
June.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging. — Mrs.  J.  Lloyd 
Nedrow,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  May  23. 

Morrellville. — On  Palm  Sunday  evening  the  Chapel  and  Tem- 
ple choirs  presented  the  cantata,  Hail  the  Victor.  We  observed 
Easter  with  an  early  morning  service  in  which  the  story  of  the 
resurrection  was  told  in  word  and  song,  a  fellowship  breakfast, 
and  the  morning  worship.  All  the  music  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Miss  Esther  Hower.  On  May  4  the  forty-first  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  church  and  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  debt-adjustment  was  held.  The  speaker  was  Bro.  DeWitt  L. 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  Meyersdale  church.  An  offering  of  $700  was 
received.  Since  April  21,  1940,  the  congregation  has  raised  for 
debt  reduction  $2,600.  Giving  to  benevolences  has  also  increased. 
The  Moxham  Evangelical  a  cappella  choir  gave  a  sacred  concert 
in  the  evening  of  May  4.  The  Junior  Players  has  provided  an 
interesting  means  of  service  for  the  young  people.  They  have 
already  presented  a  play  for  the  benefit  of  the  music  department. 
At  a  recent  business  meeting  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  love 
feasts  on  the  Sunday  evening  before  Thanksgiving  and  on  Palm 
Sunday.  The  men  of  the  church  completed  an  extensive  painting 
project  with  the  result  that  all  the  rooms,  entrances  and  corridors 
above  the  basement  have  been  redecorated.  The  visit  of  Sister 
Ida  Shumaker  created  in  us  a  desire  to  do  more  for  the  people 
of  India.  Two  events  are  on  the  calendar  for  June:  children's 
day  on  the  8th  and  the  hymn  festival  on  the  15th. — D.  H.  Keiper, 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  June  2. 

West  Greentree. — Our  inspiring  and  uplifting  revival  services 
were  held  from  May  4  to  18  by  Brethren  Abram  and  Harry  Eshel- 
man.  We  are  glad  to  have  five  more  added  to  the  gains  for  his 
kingdom.  Bro.  Aaron  Heisey  from  the  Midway  congregation 
officiated  at  the  love  feast  on  May  21,  22  at  the  Florin  house. 
Three  hundred  members  participated  in  the  supper  and  some 
nonmembers  enjoyed  the  spirit  of  fellowship.  Plans  are  being 
made  for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held  in  July.    Bro. 
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Abram    Eshelman    will   represent    our    congregation    at    Annual 
Conference. — Mrs.  Paris  P.   Ober,  Elizabethtown,   Pa.,  May  23. 

Tennessee 
Liberty. — On  May  11  Brother  and  Sister  S.  H.  Garst  started  a 
revival.  Bro.  Garst  preached  fourteen  inspiring  sermons  and 
Sister  Garst  told  stories  to  the  children  and  helped  in  the  song 
services.  The  church  was  greatly  strengthened.  We  hope  that 
the  seed  sown  will  bring  forth  fruit  later.  On  May  24  Bro.  J.  R. 
Jackson  gave  us  two  uplifting  messages.  The  Sunday  school  is 
progressing. — Mrs.  J.  B.  Isenberg,  Jonesboro,   Tenn.,  May  27. 

Virginia 

Flat  Rock. — We  met  in  council  on  May  9.  Brethren  David  B. 
Good  and  W.  Medford  Shaver  were  appointed  local  secretaries 
for  the  Brethren  Service  activities.  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay  con- 
ducted a  week's  revival  meeting  from  May  11-18.  Two  have 
been  baptized  and  one  is  to  be  received  by  letter.  The  sermons 
were  inspiring  and  helpful.  The  attendance  was  good  at  every 
service,  and  the  membership  was  greatly  strengthened. — Mrs. 
J.  D.  Wine,  Forestville,  Va.,  May  26. 

Timberville. — Three  were  received  by  baptism  at  Easter.  Our 
tri-congregational  music  programs  proved  very  successful  this 
year.  The  children's  chorus  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Eva  Huffman; 
the  young  people's  chorus  by  Joseph  W.  Miller;  the  adult  chorus 
by  Lester  C.  Huffman.  On  April  20  Bro.  Omer  B.  Maphis  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  brought  a  worth-while  message.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  in  Timberville  on  May  4;  Bro.  Jno.  S.  Flory 
officiated.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  charge  of  the  Mother's  Day 
program;  Dr.  W.  B.  Fahrney,  a  local  dentist,  was  the  speaker. 
On  May  18  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor  the  male  quartet  gave 
a  program  in  the  morning,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  M. 
Wampler  told  of  recent  developments  in  China  at  the  evening 
hour.  We  have  elected  Brother  and  Sister  Lester  C.  Huffman  and 
the  pastor,  Samuel  Lindsay,  as  delegates  to  Annual  Conference. 
Bro.  John  T.  Glick  of  Centerville,  Va.,  a  former  pastor,  will  con- 
duct a  revival  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  church  from  July  20  to  Aug.  3. 
We  plan  to  hold  a  revival  in  the  Timberville  church  late  this 
fall  or  early  next  spring.  Our  church  is  uniting  with  the  two 
other  churches  in  the  village  for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
beginning  June  3. — Mrs.  Eva  Flory,  Broadway,  Va.,  May  24. 

Wakeman's  Grove. — The  aid  society  feels  very  keenly  the  loss 
of  its  president,  Mrs.  Helen  Miller.  Mrs.  Rettie  Wakeman  has 
been  elected  to  fill  Sister  Miller's  unexpired  term.  In  the  spring 
we  removed  the  raised  benches  and  built  six  Sunday-school 
rooms  in  their  place.  These  additional  rooms  were  necessary 
because  of  the  growth  of  the  Sunday  school.     The  superintend- 


ent is  Bro.  Galen  Wakeman.  The  district  conference  was  held  in 
our  church  on  April  18,  19.  Two  have  been  added  to  the  church 
since  the  last  report.  Our  progress  is  due  largely  to  our  elder 
and  pastor,  Bro.  L.  S.  Miller,  of  Harrisonburg. — Mrs.  Ida  Barrick, 
Edinburg,    Va.,    May    20. 

West  Virginia 
Sandy  Creek. — Since  few  of  our  young  people  were  able  to 
attend  the  district  round  table  at  Eglon  on  Feb.  22,  a  rally  was 
held  at  the  Salem  church  on  March  30.  Some  of  the  district  of- 
ficers and  young  people  from  Morgantown,  Keyser  and  Eglon 
were  present.  A  worship  program,  discussion  groups,  a  fellow- 
ship supper,  short  talks,  recreation  and  an  address  filled  the 
afternoon  and  evening.  At  a  recent  council  meeting  three  dea- 
cons were  elected  at  the  Mountain  Grove  church.  The  people 
of  the  Shady  Grove  church  are  beautifying  the  grounds  about 
the  building.  The  church  house  has  been  painted  and  consider- 
able work  has  been  done  to  make  it  a  desirable  place  to  meet. 
The  attendance  of  the  Sunday  schools  has  increased  quite  no- 
ticeably over  that  of  last  year.  Another  Sunday  school  has 
been  organized  in  an  isolated  community.  The  pastor  is  holding 
a  revival  meeting  in  the  schoolhouse  in  which  the  Sunday  school 
meets.  Work  on  the  new  church  at  Canaan  is  about  finished; 
July  6  has  been  set  for  the  dedication  with  preaching  each  night 
the  following  week.  Several  of  our  members  attended  the  min- 
isterial and  Sunday-school  meeting  in  Petersburg. — Mrs.  Florence 
Showalter,  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va.,  May  27. 

MICHIGAN,   THE  VACATION  LAND 

LITTLE  EDEN  CAMP  is  THE  SPOT  in  which  to  spend 
YOUR  VACATION.  Log  cottages  in  a  beautiful  park 
with  two  brooks,  playgrounds  and  tennis  court,  good 
water  and  modern  sanitation.  A  quiet  place  to  rest 
with  Christian  influence,  by  Portage  Lake  near  Lake 
Michigan.      Rates    reasonable.      Write    for    information. 

Little  Eden  Camp,  Onekama,  Mich. 
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SCRIPTURE    TEXT    PENCILS  .  .  .  Always   Appreciated 

Style  No.   62 — Lifetime  Metal  Compact  Extension  Pencil 

These  lifetime  maxim  text  pencils  make  never-to-be-forgotten  handy  writing  companions. 
Scripture  texts  are  permanently  inscribed  and  protected  by  celluloid.  Closes  compactly  without 
damage  or  soilage  to  pockets  or  purse.    Uses  ordinary  pencil  stubs  for  refills. 

Available  With  Following  Messages  .  .  . 

John  3:  16  .  .  .  Lord's  Prayer  .  .  .  23rd  Psalm  .  .  .  Beatitudes  .  .  .  Ten  Commandments 
.  .  .  Golden  Rule  .  .  .  First  Aid  Bible  Verses. 

24  Pencils  to  the  Box,  $2.00  (10c  Each,  in  Lesser  Quantity) 

BOOKS  OF  THE  BIBLE 

A  short  resume  of  each  book  of  the  Bible  with  an  appropriate 
verse  from  each  book.  It  will  fascinate  and  build  up  the  knowledge 
and  understanding  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Cover  lithographed  on 
heavy  white  stock — Contains  32  pages. 

Price  15  Cents  Each  With  Envelope 
Size  6x4  Inches 

GATEWAY  TO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  BIBLE 

A  wealth  of  information  about  the  history  and  experience  of  the 
Bible  from  the  earliest  translations.  Very  valuable  and  worth  while. 
Size  6x4  inches — Cover  lithographed  in  colors. 

Price,  15  Cents  Each  With  Envelopes 

Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE  CATALOG 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  mailing  our  new  catalog  to  every  Gospel  Messen- 
ger subscriber.  This  catalog  is  new  from  cover  to  cover — new  type,  new  ma- 
terials offered  and  new  cover  design. 

In  building  this  catalog  we  wrote  to  every  publisher  and  manufacturer 
whose  merchandise  we  wished  to  list  and  had  them  correct  old  listings  and 
suggest  new  ones.  This  material  from  more  than  a  hundred  sources  was  as- 
sembled, classified  and  catalogued. 

While  every  effort  was  made  to  be  as  accurate  as  possible  we  recognize 
the  presence  of  certain  errors.  Please  note  especially  a  correction  on  page 
144.  We  tried  to  include  only  current  books  but  discovered  too  late  for  correc- 
tion that  "I  Wonder  Stories  for  Little  Children"  on  page  12  and  "Living  Coura- 
geously" on  page  16  are  out  of  print.  You  will  find  some  duplication,  and  price 
changes  are  the  order  of  the  day.  This  latter  situation  is  beyond  our  control 
and  we  must  make  the  best  of  it. 


DEPARTMENTS 

Church  School 

Bible.    Bible  Study 
Books 

Our  Publications 

The  Church  at  Work 

Home  Library 

Miscellaneous 


SPECIAL  FEATURES 

Books  for  all  Ages 
Leadership  Books 
Wide  Selection  of 

Bibles 
Visual  Education 

Eguipment 
Greeting  Cards,  Mot- 
toes, Gifts,  etc. 
Music 


We  trust  you  will  make  this  your  buying  guide  for  church  and  Sunday- 
school  supplies  as  well  as  for  your  own  personal  library  needs.  Be  sure  to 
read  carefully  the  inside  of  the  front  cover.  A  considerable  sum  of  money  has 
gone  into  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  this  catalog.  We  hope  you 
will  preserve,  yet  use  it  freely.  Remember  we  supply  you  with  many  items  not 
included  in  this  catalog,  so  develop  the  habit  of  writing  us  for  your  literature 
needs.  If  we  can't  help  you  we'll  be  frank  enough  to  tell  you,  and  if  possible 
will  also  supply  the  proper  source. 


REMEMBER 


YOUR 


Patronage  of 
Publishing  House  helps 
Church  Program 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around  the 
World  With 
the  Churches 


To  install  altars  in  100,000  Chi- 
cago homes  next  autumn  is  one  aim 
of  the  Chicago  Church  Federation  in 
conjunction  with  the  Family  Altar 
League. 

Ten  chapels  are  to  be  erected  at 
Fort  George  E.  Meade  near  Balti- 
more, Md.  These  chapels  will  be 
identical  with  545  others  to  be 
erected  at  army  camps  at  a  cost  of 
$12,816,880. 

A  merger  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ  and  the  Evangelical 
Church  will  take  place  in  1947  if 
the  proposed  resolutions  are  favor- 
ably voted  upon  by  each  Evangel- 
ical church.  A  unanimous  vote  for 
the  merger  was  cast  at  the  recent 
conference  of  the  United  Brethren 
body. 

Legislation  adverse  to  any  mis- 
sionary work  except  that  of  a  med- 
ical nature  is  being  adopted  in  some 
Latin  American  countries.  Elder  G. 
A.  Roberts,  president  of  the  Inter- 
American  Division  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  Church,  gave  this  in- 
formation to  the  general  conference 
of  his  church. 

Three  former  students  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  now  serving 
prison  sentences  for  refusing  to  reg- 
ister for  the  draft  may  return  to 
their  studies  upon  their  release,  pro- 
vided they  come  back  "in  a  spirit  of 
co-operation"  and  promise  to  "show 
some  consideration"  for  the  semi- 
nary's relations  with  its  public. 

Northern  Baptists  took  a  long  step 
forward  in  the  field  of  social  action 
when,  at  their  annual  session,  they 
approved  the  establishment  of  a 
Council  of  Christian  Social  Progress. 
The  council  will  deal  with  civil  lib- 
erties and  minority  groups,  the 
changing  social  order,  the  liquor 
traffic,  war  relief,  world  peace, 
training  camp  morale,  penal  condi- 
tions, work  projects  for  conscientious 
objectors. 


A  new  spirit  of  understanding  and 
brotherliness  between  theologians  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
faiths  in  Germany  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly evident,  according  to  dis- 
patches from  the  Information  Serv- 
ice of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  operated 
by  the  Provisional  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Greater  reliance  on  religious  cul- 
ture to  bring  about  a  new  and  bet- 
ter world  for  the  people  of  the  fu- 
ture has  been  stressed  by  Prof.  Soro- 
kin,  professor  of  sociology  at  Har- 
vard University.  Reviewing  the 
cultural  history  of  the  past  2,500 
years,  he  says  intellectual  and  cul- 
tural developments  are  not  enough. 

A  religious  survey  of  one  division 
of  a  United  States  army  camp  re- 
ports that  eighty  denominations  are 
represented  by  the  10,332  officers 
and  men;  only  three  profess  to  be 
atheists.  The  largest  numerical 
groups  were:  Roman  Catholic,  4,- 
313;  Methodist,  1,509;  Presbyterian, 
1,002;  Lutheran,  850;  Baptist,  492; 
Episcopal,  345;  Jews,  332. 


A  new  spirit  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship is  being  born  in  Great  Britain 
and  class  lines  are  being  forgot- 
ten, Dr.  Edgar  S.  Chandler  said 
recently,  returning  from  a  ten 
weeks'  visit  to  England  where  he 
made  a  study  of  the  effects  of  the 
war  on  church  activity  and  the 
religious  life  of  the  English. 
"Even  while  bombs  are  scream- 
ing over  their  heads  the  British  are 
without  malicious  hatreds.  .  .  . 
They  are  planning  and  studying 
for  a  better  Britain  and  a  just 
peace.  .  .  .  Not  once  while  I  was 
in  England  was  I  asked  whether 
or  not  America  was  coming  into 
the  war.  I  was  asked  whether 
or  not  America  is  coming  in  on  the 
peace  for  reconstruction  of  the 
world  after  the  war." 


The   three-year   campaign   of   the 

Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A.,  to 
raise  ten  million  dollars  to  strength- 
en its  educational  enterprises,  has 
exceeded  its  goal,  according  to  Dr. 
Lewis  S.  Mudge,  director  of  the 
campaign. 

"Conscientious    co-operators"    and 

not  conscientious  objectors  is  the 
name  applied  to  the  members  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  groups  who 
are  interested  in  the  saving  of  life 
in  wartime  rather  than  in  the  de- 
struction of  life. 

In  what  is  believed  to  be  the  first 
move  of  its  kind  in  American  Prot- 
estantism, two  major  denomina- 
tions are  joining  together  to  pro- 
duce a  hymnal  containing  the  same 
hymns,  the  same  worship  materials 
and  under  the  same  name.  The  two 
communions  are  the  Northern  Bap- 
tists and  the  Disciples  of  Christ. 

A  resolution  adopted  at  the  116th 
annual  meeting  of  the  Unitarian 
Association  asks  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  appoint  a  na- 
tional commission  to  prepare  blue- 
prints for  a  post-war  world.  The 
hope  was  expressed  that  members 
of  the  State  Department  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  would  make  a 
continuous  study  of  international 
co-operation. 

An  international  religious  broad- 
casting committee,  designed  to  "fur- 
ther contacts  and  understanding  be- 
tween the  Christian  people  of 
America  and  those  of  other  lands" 
has  been  formed  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company,  the  department  of  na- 
tional religious  radio  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America,  the  Foreign  Missions  Con- 
ference of  North  America,  the 
World  Alliance  for  International 
Friendship  Through  the  Churches 
and  the  American  friends  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 
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Introductory  Notes 


As  these  lines  are  written  the  brotherhood  is  looking 
forward  to  the  second  Annual  Conference  to  be  held  at 
La  Verne.  No  doubt  the  pleasant  memories  which  lin- 
ger from  the  Conference  of  1928  were  an  important  fac- 
tor in  bringing  our  people  to  the  heart  of  the  orange 
empire  for  a  second  meeting. 

The  picture  on  this  page  shows  a  view  of  the  block 
where  the  original  La  Verne  College  building  stood. 
The  site  is  now  a  well-kept  city  park,  and  here  will  be 
located  the  big  tent  as  in  the  case  of  the  former  meeting. 
It  will  be  known  as  the  Park  Auditorium  and  used  as 
the  principal  place  of  meeting.  Conveniently  near  are 
the    present    college    buildings,    city    hall,    post    office, 


churches  and  parking  block  as  noted  in  an  article  in  the 
Messenger  for  May  24,  page  18.  In  the  view  shown 
above  one  can  glimpse  Miller  Hall  and  Founders'  Hall 
located  to  the  west  of  the  city  park. 

One  cannot  but  recall  some  things  about  the  Confer- 
ence of  1928  as  he  thinks  of  the  Conference  in  prospect 
for  1941.  The  theme  of  the  first  meeting  was  The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ;  the  slogan,  Jesus  Christ  the  Same  Yester- 
day, Today  and  Forever.  Glancing  over  the  program, 
one  notes  a  number  of  names  that  will  appear  on  the 
program  for  this  year.  For  example,  Bro.  C.  Ernest 
Davis,  moderator  of  this  year's  Conference,  was  a 
speaker  on  the  program  of  1928.     His  subject  then  was 


The  Gospel  Messenger,  official  organ  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Published  weekly  by  Brethren  Publishing  House,  E.  M. 
Hersch,  General  Manager,  16  to  24  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at  $2. 00  per  annum,  in  advance.  (Canada  75c  extra.)  Entered  at  the 
post  office  at  Elgin,  111.,  as  Second-class  Matter.  Acceptance  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for  in  section  1103, 
Act  of  October  3,  1917,  authorized  August  20,   1918.     Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 
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The  Challenge  of  This  Generation  to  the  Christian  Min- 
istry. World  events  of  the  thirteen  years  since  then 
have  not  reduced  the  pertinence  of  this  subject.  But 
certainly  the  challenge  of  our  times  is  to  more  than  the 
ministry  alone.  It  is  that  we  should  all  be  Brethren  in 
Christian  Service,  or  Builders  With  Christ — to  recall  the 
emphasis  of  the  year  just  closing  and  the  church  year 
to  begin  this  fall. 

But  while  many  who  were  at  the  Conference  of  1928 
will  return  for  the  meeting  of  1941,  there  will  also  be 
notable  exceptions.  S.  Z.  Sharp,  then  well  past  ninety 
years  of  age,  was  at  that  first  meeting.  Many  will  re- 
member a  picture  of  three  Pennsylvania  leaders,  taken 
as  they  stood  together  with  a  pine  tree  for  a  background. 
They  were  Brethren  I.  W.  Taylor,  Samuel  H.  Hertzler 
and  J.  H.  Longenecker.  But  they  have  all  entered  into 
their  reward,  as  also  Brethren  J.  B.  Emmert,  Ezra  Flory 
and  H.  K.  Ober,  who  had  places  on  the  program  of  1928. 
These  worthy  men  are  now  a  part  of  the  cloud  of  wit- 
nesses serving  to  move  us  to  "lay  aside  every  weight 
.  .  .  and  .  .  .  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  be- 
fore us." 

The  Conference  of  1928  set  a  standard  for  interest  and 
attendance  that  it  might  be  proper  to  recall.  The  Mes- 
senger editor,  appearing  early  on  the  grounds  and  look- 
ing about  for  items  to  report,  wrote:  "We  first  set  foot 
within  the  tabernacle  Sunday  evening  about  eight 
o'clock.  This  was  not  the  Conference  Sunday,  mind  you, 
but  the  Sunday  before.  .  .  .  There  was  an  audience  of 
perhaps  a  thousand  people.  What  does  this  mean,  we 
wondered.  Had  the  Conference  begun  already?  .  .  . 
The  answer  was  that  so  many  people  had  come  early  for 
the  Conference  that  the  La  Verne  congregation  had 
found  it  advisable  to  use  the  Conference  tabernacle  for 
this  Sunday's  services.  .  .  .  And  the  meeting  had  taken 
on  something  of  the  Conference  flavor." 

On  the  Way  to  Conference 

There  are  different  ways  of  going  to  an  Annual  Con- 
ference. Perhaps  no  single  means  is  so  flexible  and  re- 
vealing as  to  travel  by  automobile,  for  then  it  is  possible 
to  change  the  route  at  will,  while  one  gets  a  close-up  of 
the  country  traveled  through,  and  meets  individuals  and 
groups  it  would  not  be  so  easy  to  contact  when  using 
some  other  means  of  transportation.  These  were  some 
of  the  considerations  which  led  your  reporter  to  accept 
an  invitation  to  go  to  this  year's  Conference  by  auto, 
traveling  with  certain  congenial  friends. 

A  part  of  the  adventure  included  the  showing  of  some 
new  pictures  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  at 
churches  along  the  way  where  it  would  be  convenient 
to  all  concerned.  The  first  such  appointment  was  kept 
with  the  good  folk  at  Enders,  Nebr.,  where  Bro.  David 
G.  Wine  has  been  located  for  many  years  and  where  the 
Wine  family  has  built  itself  into  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity. The  next  stop  was  at  Haxtun,  Colo.,  where 
Bro.  E.  F.  Weaver  has  been  pastor  for  several  years. 
The  stay  at  this  point  was  prolonged  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  two  members  of  the  party,  but  there  were 
compensations  for  those  who  could  be  about.  It  was 
delightful  to  become  acquainted  with  hospitable  cousins 
and  to  spend  an  evening  at  Pastor  Weaver's  home. 

But  soon  the  Conference-bound  auto  party  was  on  its 
way  again  and  marveling  at  the  natural  wonders  to  be 
seen  from  a  car  window  as  one  passes  through  Colorado, 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona.  The  journey  was  not  with- 
out its  chance  contacts  with  others  on  their  way  to  the 


La  Verne  Conference.  One  evening  your  reporter  met 
Bro.  G.  V.  Stutsman  of  Girard,  111.,  and  party;  Bro. 
Frank  Carper  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  and  wife  and  son  John; 
and  for  the  second  or  third  time  made  contact  with  Bro. 
W.  H.  Yoder  and  party.  These  chance  meetings  added 
to  the  delights  of  travel  by  auto. 

A  short  stop  at  Boulder  Dam  brought  a  new  respect 
for  the  constructive  things  which  man  can  do.  Why 
cannot  more  of  his  energies  be  expended  in  the  ad- 
ventures which  make  for  the  welfare  of  mankind?  The 
journey  across  the  Mojave  Desert  was  continued  by 
night  to  avoid  the  worst  of  the  heat.  There  was  a  stop 
at  Barstow,  Calif.,  and  then  in  the  morning  the  last  hun- 
dred-mile drive  was  made  which  brings  one  over  the 
mountains  and  down  into  the  beautiful  part  of  southern 
California.  Getting  back  to  La  Verne  was  getting  back 
home  to  your  reporter.  At  the  evening  service  he  was 
generously  given  an  opportunity  to  show  some  recent 
pictures  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  and  of  the 
personnel  of  the  boards  and  staff  with  headquarters  at 
Elgin,  111.  The  meeting  with  many  old  friends  was  most 
pleasant  indeed. 

Monday  Morning  Activities 

Monday  morning  brought  some  opportunity  to  look 
about  and  see  what  was  being  done  to  provide  for  the 
Conference.  Of  course  there  is  the  splendid  church 
plant  that  would  be  a  good  start  anywhere.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  new  church,  perhaps  able  to  seat  one  thou- 
sand in  the  auditorium,  there  are  other  buildings  at 
hand — the  old  church  remodeled  and  now  known  as 
Fellowship  Hall,  and  at  least  two  sizable  Sunday-school 
buildings. 

But  two  blocks  away  we  found  the  really  large-scale 
preparations  nearing  completion.  The  big  tent,  or  Park 
Auditorium,  is  located  on  the  ground  where  the  original 
college  building  stood.  Today  the  new  college  buildings 
are  located  on  the  block  to  the  west  of  the  site  just  men- 
tioned, this  latter  being  a  well-planned  city  park.  Park 
Auditorium  is  centrally  placed  with  a  green  lawn  for 
the  carpet  under  foot  and  shrubbery  enclosed  to  form  a 
background  for  the  large  platform  at  the  south  end  of 
the  tent.  We  venture  that  on  no  other  occasion  has 
Mother  Nature's  contribution  been  enclosed  in  this  way. 
The  capacity  of  this  tent,  or  Park  Auditorium,  we  un- 
derstand is  thirty-five  hundred. 

Moving  on  from  the  Auditorium  we  came  to  Founder's 
Hall.  The  time  was  10:00  A.  M.,  Monday  morning,  but 
we  found  three  boards  meeting  in  as  many  places.  These 
were  the  General  Ministerial  Board,  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  and  the  General  Mission  Board.  It  was 
apparent  the  boards  were  giving  most  earnest  consid- 
eration to  the  activities  for  which  they  are  responsible. 

Monday  Evening  Activities 

The  Conference  Program  Booklet  had  scheduled  noth- 
ing for  Monday  evening,  but  Annual  Meetings  have 
come  to  the  Pacific  Coast  at  rather  long  intervals,  and  so 
the  Western  brethren  try  to  make  the  most  of  the  oc- 
casion. Hence  your  reporter  was  not  surprised  to  hear 
that  a  good  crowd  was  present  at  the  La  Verne  church 
on  Monday  evening  to  hear  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst,  who 
spoke  on  God  in  Our  World  Today.  The  evening's  ad- 
dress was  preceded  by  an  inspiring  song  service  di- 
rected by  Bro.  Alvin  F.  Brightbill.  Meanwhile  your 
reporter  took  time  out  to  meet  with  the  good  folk  at 
Covina  and  show  them  some  new  pictures  of  the  Pub- 
lishing House  and  the  church  interests  centered  there. 
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Tuesday,  June  17 

Council  of  Boards  Meeting 

At  ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  the  Council  of 
Boards  met  in  an  ample  room  in  the  new  City  Hall. 
Bro.  F.  H.  Crumpacker  led  in  the  opening  devotions. 
Chairman  P.  H.  Bowman  then  directed  the  consideration 
of  the  business  listed  for  the  meeting.  It  will  not  be 
necessary  to  detail  the  items  considered,  since  most 
of  what  might  be  presented  will  appear  in  connection 
with  the  business  sessions  of  Conference,  and  be  re- 
ported in  their  proper  place.  Perhaps  it  is  in  place  to 
state  that  the  Council  of  Boards  serves  as  an  integrating 
and  clearing  agency  for  the  general  boards  and  commit- 
tees of  the  church. 

The  Church  by  Regions 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  there  was  opportunity  to  view 
the  church  by  regions.  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  was  the  chair- 
man, and  Bro.  Harl  Russell,  chairman  of  the  General 
Council  of  Men's  Work,  led  in  the  opening  devotions. 
The  purpose  of  the  meeting,  as  suggested,  was  to  review 
the  situation  throughout  the  brotherhood,  but  viewing 
it  region  by  region.  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson  was  the  first 
to  speak  and  he  gave  a  picture  of  the  Eastern  Region. 
This  region  is  approximately  identical  with  the  state 
lines  of  Pennsylvania.  There  are  five  districts  in  Penn- 
sylvania with  a  total  membership  of  45,769.  There  are 
189  congregations  with  an  average  membership  of  242. 
The  districts  of  the  region  present  a  wide  variety  of 
points  of  view  and  background  but  a  fine  spirit  of  fel- 
lowship and  Christian  understanding  obtains  throughout 
the  region.  The  Eastern  Region  is  therefore  one  with 
great  resources  and  possibilities. 

At  this  point  it  was  discovered  that  the  meeting  room 
was  becoming  too  small,  so  a  shift  was  made  to  a  larger 
room.  When  relocated,  Bro.  C.  S.  Ikenberry  spoke  of 
the  situation  which  exists  in  the  Southeastern  Region, 
which  includes  some  thirteen  state  districts.  Some  of 
these  districts  are  strong,  while  others  are  too  small  for 
the  most  efficient  work.  It  is  this  situation  which  has 
given  rise  to  a  strong  regional  organization.  By  this 
means  it  is  possible  for  the  stronger  districts  to  share 
the  burdens  of  the  weaker. 

Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough  then  spoke  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  Central  Region.  Here  is  a  region  with  several 
strategic  points — the  college  at  North  Manchester,  Camp 
Mack  near  by,  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  in  Chicago, 
and  the  Publishing  House  and  board  headquarters  at 
Elgin.  The  speaker  felt  that  the  region  may  well  be  a 
means  of  enlarging  the  circle  of  church  loyalty,  from 
the  local  and  district  circles  to  regional  and  brother- 
hood lines.  The  region  furnishes  more  elbow  room  for 
the  placing  of  men  and  the  solution  of  problems. 

Speaking  for  the  Central  West  Region,  Bro.  Burton 
Metzler  noted  that  the  region  is  characterized  by  great 
extent  of  territory,  including  as  it  does  some  twelve 
states  and  fifteen  state  districts.  Many  of  the  churches 
of  the  region  are  small  and  widely  separated,  but  the  fel- 
lowship is  usually  close  and  rich.  The  region  has  a  fair- 
ly complete  regional  organization  with  an  annual  re- 
gional conference  held  at  McPherson. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  spoke  for  the  Western  Region,  so  or- 
ganized some  two  years  ago.  Rather  facetiously  Bro. 
Barr  noted  that  this  Western  Region  is  the  only  one  in 
the  brotherhood  whose  boundaries  stand  as  fixed  by  the 
hand  of  God.    We  surmise  that  he  was  referring  to  such 


natural  features  as  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  The  region  is  gaining  through  the  new  type  of 
organization.  The  speaker  cited  such  gains  as  a  plan 
whereby  Annual  Conference  comes  more  frequently  to 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  a  Brethren  Mission  setup  to  serve 
the  churches  of  the  six  districts  of  the  region. 

Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  explained  the  relation  of  the 
college  to  the  region.  He  showed  how  the  college  and 
college  community  can  serve  the  churches,  helping  both 
those  who  come  in  and  reaching  out  in  many  ways  to 
those  who  cannot  come  to  college.  The  college  can 
function  as  a  kind  of  regional  capital,  not  to  run  the  re- 
gion, but  to  serve  as  a  central  point  for  important  gath- 
erings, and  to  help  the  churches  in  every  way  it  can. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  it  was  pointed  out 
that  we  have  not  been  too  successful  in  migrating,  some- 
times not  being  evangelistic  enough,  or  not  integrating 
and  utilizing  the  possible  resources.  Perhaps  the  place 
to  begin  is  to  study  how  we  can  use  the  talent  which 
we  have,  rather  than  leaving  so  much  to  the  pastor. 

Thus  the  review  of  the  brotherhood  by  regions  made 
it  possible  to  see  our  problems  as  a  whole  and  to  plan 
the  better  for  their  solution. 

The  District  Field  Executive 

The  Tuesday  evening  meeting  was  in  charge  of  M.  R. 
Zigler.  The  place  was  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  audi- 
torium, and  the  opening  hymn  was  Day  Is  Dying  in  the 
West.  Bro.  Paul  Studebaker  led  the  singing  and  a  good- 
ly group  of  worshipers  responded.  The  crowd  had  been 
growing  during  the  day,  and  at  the  evening  hour  was 
beginning  to  both  sound  and  look  like  the  beginnings  of 
an  Annual  Meeting. 

The  purpose  of  the  evening's  discussion  was  to  answer 
three  questions  concerning  the  district  field  executive. 
They  were:  When  is  there  a  need  for  such  a  person? 
What  are  his  qualifications?  What  should  be  his  relation 
to  the  board  he  serves? 

The  first  speaker  was  Bro.  C.  M.  Key.  He  gave  five 
tests  indicative  of  when  there  is  a  need  for  a  district 
executive.  He  pointed  out  that  there  is  such  a  need 
when  there  is  interest  in  a  unified  program,  a  desire  to 
make  every  group  effective,  many  weak  churches  and 
leaders  few,  when  it  is  desired  to  make  the  general  pro- 
gram effective  in  the  district,  and  finally  for  the  sake 
of  the  local  leader  in  order  that  he  may  come  in  contact 
with  other  leaders.  From  the  reasons  thus  given  it 
would  seem  that  about  every  district  stands  in  need  of  an 
executive. 

Then  Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy  endeavored  to  show  what  is 
needed  in  the  way  of  qualifications.  Barnabas  was 
cited  as  an  example  of  one  who  would  have  been  a  good 
fieldman.  He  was  humble,  able  to  see  and  judge  abil- 
ity in  younger  men,  a  man  of  dynamic  faith,  perhaps 
with  training  above  the  average  and  a  lover  of  men.  The 
speaker  insisted  that  a  district  field  executive  should  be 
able  to  get  on  with  people  and  make  the  most  of  the 
resources  available.  He  should  be  mentally  and  spirit- 
ually qualified  to  call  men  to  repentance. 

Finally,  what  of  the  relation  of  the  district  executive 
to  his  board?  Of  course,  from  one  standpoint,  he  is  an 
employee  of  the  board  and  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  program  set  up.  But  the  real  district  executive 
is  more  than  an  employee;  he  should  be  able  to  counsel 
with  his  board  on  matters  of  program,  conditions,  and 
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The  Christ -Centered 
Church 

BY  F.  H.  CRUMPACKER 
La  Verne  Conference  Sunday  Morning  Sermon 

Text:    John  5:24 

Nearly  everyone  with  whom  we  speak  these 
days  is  feeling  that  the  world  is  in  a  mess,  that 
something  has  gone  wrong.  Many  are  feeling 
that  something  needs  to  be  done,  and  some  are 
frantically  rushing  about  trying  to  find  a  solution 
to  keep  us  from  crashing  and  thus  avoid  a  real 
calamity.  Strange  to  say,  many  of  our  disturbed 
folk  think  that  the  church  has  failed;  and  yet  they 
cling  to  the  church  and  pray  that  in  some  mysteri- 
ous way  she  may  be  able  to  save  the  day  for  the 
world.  Our  proof  of  this  is  that  so  many  are  try- 
ing every  ism  under  heaven.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  be  true  to  form,  I  feel  I  must  come  forth  with 
my  solution  to  prevent  the  impending  world  ca- 
lamity. It  is  true  that  I  have  been  outside  of  this 
disturbed  atmosphere  for  more  than  thirty  years; 
hence  it  should  not  seem  strange  if  I  present  a 
plan  radically  different  from  most  of  the  thinking 
of  the  friends  of  ours  who  are  so  terribly  trou- 
bled. My  prescription  may  keep  us  from  the  ca- 
lamity that  is  just  around  the  corner,  but  in  any 
case  it  will  have  to  be  followed, rather  carefully. 

The  basis  for  my  plan  is  to  be  found  just  where 
Peter  found  his  when  the  Lord  commended  him 
so  highly.  It  is  in  my  text:  "Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  believeth 
on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting  life,  and 
shall  not  come  into  condemnation;  but  is  passed 
from  death  unto  life"  (John  5:24).  God  said, 
"This  is  my  beloved  son;  hear  ye  him." 

It  is  a  real  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of 
God  that  is  needed.  The  eunuch  gave  such  testi- 
mony and  it  pleased  Philip.  Too  many  are  believ- 
ing in  some  man-  or  woman-made  creed  rather 
than  in  Jesus  Christ.  I  am  alarmed  today  to  see 
how  many  followers  of  isms  there  are.  Since  these 
isms  have  multiplied  to  almost  uncountable  num- 
bers, and  in  reality  have  failed,  why  not  make  an 
honest-to-goodness  effort  at  using  the  Jesus  way? 
For  Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  Way."  And  does  he  not 
have  a  right  to  as  explicit  obedience  from  his  fol- 
lowers as  do  the  war  generals?  He  is  the  Head  of 
his  church,  and  he  said  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
not  prevail  against  the  church.  Do  you  believe 
this?  Then  why  all  this  scare  about  a  calamity 
coming  to  his  church? 


The  kingdom  has  the  solution.  The  members  irt 
his  church,  if  they  know  Christ,  are  in  this  king- 
dom. The  Christ-centered  church  will  find  the 
way  out  of  the  mess  and  muddle.  Consider  again 
the  text  and  its  reassuring  words:  "Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my  word,  and  be- 
lieveth on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting  life, 
and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation;  but  is. 
passed  from  death  unto  life." 

Do  you  want  the  keys  to  the  kingdom?  Jesus 
has  them.  They  are  available  to  you  in  exactly 
the  same  way  they  were  to  Peter.  "I  am  the 
Way."  Do  you  believe  it?  Then  why  not  act  like 
it?  "I  am  the  Truth."  Do  you  believe  it?  Why 
not  do  the  truth?  "I  am  the  Life."  Do  you  be- 
lieve it?  Then  live  like  Christ.  Stand  for  the 
things  that  give  life.  The  rich  young  man  wanted 
life,  and  Jesus  told  him  how  to  get  it.  He  refused 
the  formula.  This  living  the  Christ  life  costs.  It 
cost  Jesus  his  life.  It  cost  my  friend,  Mis  Liu,  her 
life  to  live  like  Christ.  It  cost  three  of  our  China 
missionaries  their  lives  to  act  like  Christ. 

Now  my  prescription  calls  for  a  very  practical 
kind  of  living.  Absolute  love,  absolute  purity,  ab- 
solute honesty  and  absolute  unselfishness.  They 
are  all  good,  but  may  be  made  too  ethereal  to  be 
very  practical.  The  same  Christ  who  said, 
"Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,"  also  said,  "Blessed 
are  the  peacemakers."  The  second  is  not  apt  to 
be  so  ethereal  as  the  former. 

The  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God  and  the  peace- 
makers shall  be  called  sons  of  God.  Yes,  sons 
know  what  the  Father  does.  But  we  are  living  in 
an  age  when  to  be  a  peacemaker  costs  something. 
It  cost  Christ  something  to  be  a  peacemaker.  Are 
we  afraid  of  the  cost?  Then  take  the  easy  way 
out  and  get  nowhere. 

Let  us  make  another  test.  Christ  said,  "I  am  the 
Good  Shepherd."  Do  you  believe  in  him?  He 
said  that  a  good  shepherd  will  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  sheep.  Will  you  lay  down  your  life  for 
him?  Would  you  shepherd  his  flock?  Do  you 
know  we  have  a  few  people  who  are  doing  a  rath- 
er good  job  at  that?  Some  of  them  are  getting 
$750  when  they  should  be  receiving  $1,500,  for 
some  of  their  parishoners  pay  an  income  tax  on 
$10,000.  The  Christ  says,  "Seek  first  the  kingdom" 
to  the  ten-thousand-dollar  man,  the  same  as  he 
does  to  the  young  pastor.  Now  some  of  you  ten- 
thousand-dollar-income  men  who  have  a  pastor 
living  in  your  church  on  less  than  a  living  scale 
had  better  take  heed  before  you  come  to  the  time 
when  you  may  be  calling  on  someone  to  furnish 
you  a  sip  of  cold  water  in  a  place  where  there  is 
no  cold  water.    I  think  Jesus'  "inasmuch"  applies 
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here.  I  take  off  my  hat  to  these  faithful  under- 
paid pastors  up  and  down  the  land.  Maybe  you 
belong  to  the  class  who  want  to  tell  the  preacher 
what  to  do  because  you  contribute  to  the  Lord. 
Yes,  I  have  heard  of  such.  "Greater  love  hath  no 
man  than  this,  that  he  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
friends." 

Has  Christ  a  right  to  expect  us  to  support  his 
program?  The  Christ  program  is  laid  down  in  his 
good  book,  the  Bible.  Are  we  less  loyal  to  our 
commander  than  are  the  carnal  soldiers  of  today? 
Yes,  the  same  Christ  who  said,  "Love  the  Lord 
with  all  thy  body,  mind  and  soul,"  said  also,  "Love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  I  would  we  could  get  it 
into  our  heads  that  being  a  Christian  means  living 
like  Christ.  One  cannot  be  a  part  of  the  Christ- 
centered  church  and  live  and  deal  like  a  pagan. 
Also  remember  this:  "Neither  is  there  salvation 
in  any  other:  for  there  is  none  other  name  under 
heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be 
saved"  (Acts  4: 12) .  Yes,  in  the  beginning  was  the 
Word  and  the  Word  turned  to  Flesh  and  dwelt 
among  us  as  the  Christ,  full  of  grace  and  truth 
and  manifesting  God's  way  of  life  to  us.  Early  in 
his  life  Christ  said,  "I  must  do  my  Father's  will." 

Do  you  remember  the  great  judgment  picture 
in  the  25th  of  Matthew?  The  results  came  be- 
cause of  what  folks  did.  The  world  is  in  its  pres- 
ent troubled  condition  because  so-called  Chris- 
tians are  living  too  ethereally,  rather  than  actual- 
ly and  practically,  or  as  Christ  would  live.  It  is 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that  some  can  shout  like 
angels  on  Sunday  and  live  like  demons  on  Mon- 
day. 

This  Christ-centered  kingdom  points  definitely 
toward  perfection.  He  said,  "Be  ye  perfect,  as  I 
am  perfect.  Apart  from  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 
Does  this  not  sound  like  perfection,  yes,  even  ab- 


"Unto  the  Least" 

BY  RUTH  B.  STATLER 

"Unto  the  least,"  the  Master  said. 

Dare  I  refuse  a  bite  of  bread 
To  any  man,  or  yet  deny 

To  him  a  cooling  draught  while  I 
Have  aught  of  either  one  to  share, 

A  bit  of  comfort  I  might  spare? 

"Unto  the  least  of  these,"  he  said. 

Dare  I  keep  a  weary  one  from  bed 
And  needed  rest,  or  selfishly  try 

To  pass  a  needy  fellow  by? 
Dare  I  deny  to  a  heart  that's  broken 

A  word  of  kindness  fitly  spoken? 
"A  cup  of  water,  a  loaf  of  bread, 

Unto  the  least,"  the  Master  said. 

Somerset,  Pa.  » 


solutism?  All  power  is  given  to  me.  And  all 
means  all.  "When  my  Spirit  comes,"  said  Christ, 
"ye  do  all  things."  He  will  teach  you  all  things. 
Yes,  out  of  one  blood  God  created  all,  and  still  we 
have  the  exclusion  laws,  Jim  Crow  cars,  and  plen- 
ty of  caste  and  class.  No,  we  have  not  really  tried 
the  Christ  way.  And  yet  there  is  no  other  way. 
This  is  the  way  to  get  the  keys  to  this  and  all  oth- 
er troubles.    Yes,  this  is  the  way  to  life. 

Finally,  brethren,  do  you  want  unity?  It  is 
available  in  Christ.  "I  am  the  Way,"  said  Christ. 
We  can  find  unity  in  him.  Man-made  plans  and 
schemes  do  not  have  the  solution.  There  is  no 
East  and  no  West,  for  we  are  new  creatures  in 
him.  Apart  from  Christ  we  can  do  nothing.  "Ver- 
ily, verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that  heareth  my 
word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into  condem- 
nation; but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life."  Re- 
ligion is  life.  Christianity  is  life.  And  life  is 
Christ. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church 

BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 
3.  Call  to  the  Ministry 
My  actual  service  in  the  ministry  dates  from 
1897.  I  had  been  elected  in  my  home  congrega- 
tion five  years  prior  to  this,  but  about  the  time 
of  my  election  I  was  called  to  teach  in  Bridge- 
water  College.  I  did  not  want  to  be  disobedient 
to  the  church,  but  this  call  to  teach  made  me  a 
little  slow  about  entering  the  ministry.  As  there 
were  a  number  of  ministers  at  Bridgewater,  it  did 
not  seem  to  me  that  another  minister  was  needed 
there,  and  I  therefore  insisted  on  not  being  in- 
stalled at  the  time.  Besides,  I  had  on  my  hands 
the  oversight  of  a  farm;  and  accepting  the  minis- 
try would  have  given  me  three  occupations — 
farming,  teaching  and  preaching.  As  I  looked  at 
it,  practically  all  of  them  would  have  had  to  suf- 
fer. From  early  life  I  held  the  belief  that  a  man 
should  not  be  burdened  with  too  many  lines  of 
work  at  the  same  time.  I  believed  firmly  the  truth 
of  the  following  lines: 

The  man  who  seeks  one  thing  in  life,  and  but  one, 
May  hope  to  achieve  it  ere  life  be  done; 
But  he  who  seeks  all  things  wherever  he  goes 
Only  reaps  from  the  hopes  which  around  him  he 

sows 
A  harvest  of  barren  regrets. 

Later,  however,  being  urged  by  W.  B.  Yount, 
president  of  the  college,  and  upon  whom  the  du- 
ties of  school  and  church  were  resting  heavily,  I 
agreed  to  be  installed  and  do  the  best  that  I  could 
to  lighten  his  burden. 
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The  problems  of  the  newly-elected  minister  now- 
confronted  me.  Starting  my  ministry  at  the  col- 
lege, preaching  before  older  and  more  experi- 
enced ministers  and  in  the  presence  of  advanced 
college  students,  made  the  work  somewhat  em- 
barrassing to  me  at  first,  for  I  had  had  no  the- 
ological course,  and  no  special  training  in  public 
speaking.  Just  here  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  training  in  public  speaking.  In  prac- 
tically every  congregation  there  are  persons  with 
defective  hearing,  or  who  for  other  reasons  do  not 
get  much  of  the  sermon,  and  unless  our  messages 
are  properly  delivered  they  will  not  accomplish 
the  desired  result.  In  my  forty-three  years  in  the 
ministry  I  have  heard  many  good  sermons  that 
were  practically  failures  because  they  were  not 
delivered  so  as  to  reach  the  bulk  of  the  audience. 
The  ones  who  would  have  been  most  appreciative 
failed  to  hear  them.  People  must  hear  and  under- 
stand the  message  before  they  can  obey  it.  My 
own  deafened  condition  has  helped  me  to  see  this 
more  clearly  than  I  ever  saw  it  before.  Persons 
with  good  eyes  and  ears  do  not  realize  what  a 
blessing  they  have  in  these  organs,  and  very  few 
can  fully  sympathize  with  those  whose  organs  of 
sight  and  hearing  are  defective.  Hence,  above  all 
things,  I  try  to  make  my  message  heard.  A  spe- 
cial course  in  voice  culture  and  public  speaking, 
as  I  now  see  it,  would  have  been  highly  bene- 
ficial to  me.  Such  a  course  will  undoubtedly  help 
any  young  minister  to  do  more  effective  work 
than  he  otherwise  could  do. 

As  stated,  I  was  a  little  slow  in  obeying  the  call 
to  the  ministry,  but  I  decided  that  if  I  went  to 
work  honestly,  and  used  what  knowledge  and 
ability  I  possessed,  God  would  strengthen  me  ac- 
cording to  my  need.  I  saw  that  he  used  educated 
men  like  Paul,  and  I  saw  also  that  he  used  the 
poor  fishermen,  who  apparently  had  no  special 
training.  He  uses  college-bred  men  today,  but  he 
also  uses  the  Moodys.  My  firm  belief  has  always 
been  that  God  can  use  any  one,  regardless  of  tal- 
ents, if  the  individual  is  willing  to  be  led.  In  the 
construction  of  buildings  and  in  the  manufacture 
of  furniture  nails  of  many  different  sizes  are  used, 
for  there  are  places  where  the  little  three-penny 
nail  is  more  suitable  than  the  big  spike  would  be. 
So,  with  men,  each  has  his  place,  and  can  fill  it 
better  than  anyone  else. 

It  is  the  minister's  duty,  however,  to  add  to  his 
stock  of  materials.  Just  as  the  young  man  who 
works  honestly  and  perseveringly  at  a  trade  im- 
proves from  day  to  day  until  he  becomes  a  master 
workman,  so  the  Christian  should  become  a  bet- 
ter Christian  as  he  goes  on  serving  the  master,  and 
should  become  a  better  and  better  workman  as  he 


continues  to  labor  in  God's  vineyard.  The  young 
minister  must  necessarily  increase  his  stock  of  ma- 
terial, and  must  use  every  effort  to  improve  if  he 
wishes  to  be  successful.  The  one  who  gives  time 
to  the  study  of  his  sermons,  other  things  being 
equal,  comes  out  ahead.  I  once  heard  a  minister 
say  that  it  took  him  only  half  an  hour  to  get  up  a 
sermon,  and  when  I  saw  the  lack  of  appreciation 
of  his  work  by  his  congregation,  I  thought  I  saw 
the  reason. 

In  my  early  study,  after  entering  the  ministry, 
I  soon  learned  to  get  information  from  books,  and 
today  I  look*  upon  the  books  in  my  library  as  so 
many  friends  ready  to  give  information  when  I 
call  on  them.  They  are  the  best  of  friends,  yet 
they  quietly  remain  on  the  shelves  and  do  not  dis- 
turb my  study  until  I  need  them.  Bro.  James  R. 
Gish  did  a  great  work  for  our  ministers  in  en- 
abling them  to  get  helpful  books  at  small  cost. 
Probably  too  few  of  our  ministers  profit  by  Bro. 
Gish's  noble  gift.  I  have  often  found  matter  of 
interest  in  books  that  I  could  not  use  at  the  time, 
but  it  was  of  such  a  nature  that  I  saw  that  it  might 
be  used  later.  Hence  I  stored  it  away  or  made  a 
record  of  it  for  future  use,  and  in  due  time,  per- 
haps in  a  year  or  two,  it  turned  out  to  be  just 
what  I  needed.  I  have  often  bought  books  that 
have  been  of  little  value  to  me,  but  there  have 
been  cases  where  a  sentence  or  two  has  been  worth 
the  cost  of  the  book  to  me.  Bacon  states  a  truth 
when  he  says:  "Some  books  are  to  be  tasted,  oth- 
ers to  be  swallowed,  and  some  few  to  be  chewed 
and  digested." 

My  most  substantial  help,  and  that  which  en- 
couraged me  more  than  anything  else,  came  from 
the  old  Brethren  of  my  own  and  adjoining  con- 
gregations. I  think  it  a  good  idea  for  young  min- 
isters to  consult  those  who  are  older  and  more  ex- 
perienced in  church  work  before  they  undertake 
anything  new.  I  always  made  it  a  point  to  get  the 
advice  of  the  older  Brethren  in  case  of  doubt  as 
to  the  proper  method  of  procedure,  and  the  help 
they  gave  me  will  never  be  forgotten.  Several  of 
the  old  elders  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  were 
like  fathers  to  me.  Some  time  ago,  a  brother  in 
West  Virginia,  writing  to  me  in  regard  to  a  cer- 
tain subject,  said:  "We  did  not  ask  the  old  people 
enough."  I  often  accuse  myself  today  for  not  be- 
ing more  inclined  to  ask  questions  of  the  older 
folks.  They  could  have  given  information  that 
would  have  been  extremely  valuable  to  me,  and 
which  is  now  lost  forever.  This  is  especially  true 
of  information  of  a  historical  nature.  Do  not  be 
afraid  of  exposing  your  ignorance  by  asking  ques- 
tions. 

Moores  Store,  Va. 
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The  Working  of  God's  Laws 

BY  JAMES  M.   MOORE 

God's  laws  are  not  arbitrary.  They  are  rather 
expressive  of  universal  and  eternal  principles. 
They  are  given  for  man's  highest  good.  Some  are 
negative,  while  others  are  positive.  To  refrain 
from  doing  the  things  that  God  forbids  is  to  avoid 
the  sad  results.  To  do  that  which  God  commands 
is  to  enjoy  the  largest  good  in  this  world  as  well 
as  in  the  world  to  come. 

These  laws  of  God  are  given  out  of  his  infinite 
wisdom.  Man  in  his  shortsightedness  may  not 
always  know  the  why  of  these  commands,  and 
hence  needs  to  exercise  faith  in  that  higher  wis- 
dom. 

Take  for  example  those  divine  injunctions  in  re- 
gard to  honesty:  "Thou  shalt  not  steal"  (Ex. 
20:15),  "Thou  shalt  not  covet"  (Ex.  20:17),  "Pro- 
vide things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men"  (Rom. 
12:17).  These  and  other  similar  commands  are 
for  man's  enduring  happiness  and  his  highest 
good.  He  who  orders  his  life  in  harmony  with 
these  laws  enjoys  a  peace  of  mind  no  other  can 
have.  He  experiences  a  real  joy  and  satisfaction 
in  the  things  he  possesses.  He  enriches  his  own 
personality  for  now  and  also  for  a  greater  eter- 
nity beyond. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  who  violates  these  com- 
mands gets  into  a  byroad  that  leads  to  distress  and 
ruin.    Within  the  span  of  my  life  there  have  come 

Lines  on  Immortality 

BY  MAY  ALLREAD  BAKER 

I  know  this  earthy  house  of  mine  is  clay, 
That  time  and  stress  of  life  must  wear  away, 
And,  in  a  narrow  cell  forever  pent, 
Beneath  the  swelling  of  its  low,  green  tent, 
Beneath  the  daisies  and  the  grass,  it  must 
Return  again  to  elemental  dust. 

I  know  all  things  in  life  that  I  hold  dear — 
The  earthy  treasures  I  have  gathered  here 
Are  mine  but  for  a  season.     At  the  last 
The  nerveless  hand  must  loosen  up  its  grasp. 
Naked  we  came.    And  naked,  then,  must  we 
Set  sail,  alone,  toward  eternity. 

But  this  I  know:    The  spark  of  life  God  gave 

To  all  created  beings,  he  shall  save. 

Deep  in  the  earth  the  pulseless  acorn  yearns 

Toward  the  light;  the  caterpillar  turns 

Into  a  gorgeous  butterfly;  the  frost 

Of  winter  brings  the  spring;  the  raindrops  lost 

Within  the  bosom  of  the  boundless  sea 

Are  skyward  drawn  again.     So  thus,  shall  we, 

In  changing  forms,  still  love  and  labor  on 

Somewhere — some  place — till  heaven  at  last  is  won. 

Arcanum,  Ohio. 


to  my  attention  a  good  many  cases  of  public  dis- 
honesty. Men  in  high  position  in  state  and  nation 
have  misappropriated  public  funds,  diverting 
them  from  their  designated  use  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage. 

There  has  been  an  almost  continuous  history  of 
agitation  concerning  these  crimes,  and  of  prosecu- 
tion of  the  guilty.  There  is  a  long  list  of  those  who 
came  to  a  sad  old  age  or  early  tragic  end  because 
they  were  untrue  to  their  trust.  Some  spent  their 
last  days  in  prison,  some  died  in  abject  poverty, 
some  died  in  disgrace,  some  lost  their  reason,  and 
others  died  by  their  own  hands.  What  lashings 
of  conscience  there  must  have  been!  And  what 
an  awful  eternity  to  face! 

Take  for  another  example  God's  laws  governing 
marriage  and  the  relation  of  the  sexes.  Marriage 
was  established  in  the  beginning  between  man  and 
woman  for  their  mutual  happiness  and  highest 
good.  The  claim  that  marriage  is  only  second  best 
is  not  founded  on  God's  laws.  The  movement  that 
demands  that  men  and  women  live  separately 
was  never  from  God,  as  has  been  demonstrated 
time  and  again. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  intimacies  of  the  mar- 
riage relation  are  to  be  confined  to  those  in  the 
bonds  of  wedlock.  Hence  the  divine  commands 
against  adultery  or  fornication.  The  forbidding  of 
fornication  means  that  two  people  are  not  husband 
and  wife  until  they  are  married.  Even  an  engage- 
ment is  not  marriage;  it  is  only  an  agreement  to 
marry. 

A  violation  of  these  provisions  takes  from  man's 
happiness  and  adds  to  his  sorrow  and  trouble. 
When  unmarried  people  violate  God's  law  and  en- 
gage in  the  intimacies  that  belong  only  to  wedlock, 
they  rob  themselves  of  the  possibilities  of  their 
greatest  future  joy.  Such  conditions  are  the  back- 
ground of  jealousies,  strife,  separations  and  di- 
vorce. Many  separations  and  divorces  have  re- 
sulted because  people  before  marriage  incapaci- 
tated themselves  to  make  the  most  of  this  sacred 
marriage  relation.  Many  of  the  headline  trage- 
dies in  our  newspapers  have  their  roots  in  the 
violation  of  God's  laws  on  this  point. 

The  distress  resulting  from  unfaithfulness  in  the 
marriage  relation  is  beyond  description.  These 
violations  of  God's  commands  cause  a  dropping 
out  of  church  attendance  and  other  religious  ac- 
tivity, and  unless  something  is  done  result  in 
spiritual  death  and  loss  of  soul. 

But  thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  a  way  out.  It  is 
always  true  that  "if  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness"  (1  John  1:9). 
A  thorough  and  sincere  repentance  will  come  as 
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near  removing  and  preventing  the  evil  results  as 
anything  I  know.  Possibly  a  perfect  repentance 
would  remove  all.  So  many  repentances  are 
strained  and  only  halfhearted.  Their  power  is 
not  so  great. 

It  is  sad  when  people  have  sinned,  and  then 
go  on  through  life  without  fully  repenting,  suf- 
fering the  many  consequences,  until  they  can 
bear  it  no  longer.  There  is  no  need  in  that.  It  is 
possible  to  get  things  right  with  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  and  then  go  on  growing  in  grace. 
"Blessed  is  the  man  whose  transgression  is  for- 
given" (Psa.  32:1). 

Lititz,  Pa. 


"He  Brought  Us  Out" 

BY  LUCILE  LONG 

"And  he  brought  us  out  from  thence,  that  he  might 
bring  us  in,  to  give  us  the  land  which  he  sware  unto 
our  fathers." 

One  of  the  very  difficult  things  which  all  per- 
sons are  called  upon  to  do  is  to  give  up  certain 
possessions.  "Is  not  this  mine?"  the  human  spirit 
is  forever  crying,  and  no  small  part  of  human  un- 
happiness  comes  because  life  sternly  takes  away 
from  us  that  which  we  thought  we  owned.  Today 
so  much  is  said  about  the  dangers  of  refusing  one's 
impulses  and  desires,  about  the  dark  mysteries  of 
a  subconscious  mind  that  cannot  forget,  that  many 
people  have  no  philosophy  of  refusal  or  surrender, 
so  to  speak. 

Yet  the  logic  of  our  text  is  inexorable.  If  the 
children  of  Israel  were  ever  to  be  brought  in  to  the 
Promised  Land,  they  must  first  be  brought  out  of 
Egypt.  One  does  not  dwell  in  two  countries  at 
once.  Nor  does  he  move  into  the  second  before  he 
decides  to  leave  the  first.  The  only  method  by 
which  God  could  place  his  chosen  people  in  the 
land  of  milk  and  honey  was  first  to  lead  them 
away  from  the  cucumbers  and  leeks  and  onions  of 
Egypt.  May  not  this  verse  suggest  a  wholesome 
attitude  for  us  to  assume  toward  life? 

There  is  no  equivocation  in  the  Bible  about  the 
necessity  for  giving  up  as  a  prerequisite  to  the 
Christian  life.  "If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  fol- 
low me."  "No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for 
either  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or 
else  he  will  hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other. 
Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon."  As  if  to 
make  sharp  and  unmistakable  the  bringing  out 
process,  there  is  Luke's  dramatic  saying,  "If  any 
man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and 
mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  brethren,  and 
sisters,  yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be 
my  disciple."     Christ  is  eager  to  give  an  inheri- 


tance to  his  followers.  But  he  brings  out  first. 
And  let  no  man  fancy  that  he  can  deceive  God  by 
keeping  one  foot  in  Egypt  while  his  other  rests  in 
a  Promised  Land! 

When  the  issue  is  not  a  clear-cut  one  between 
right  and  wrong,  this  law  is  still  operative.  One 
does  not  inherit  until  he  surrenders.  Genuine,, 
satisfying  musicianship  is  not  achieved  by  flirting 
with  cheap  songs,  nor  a  mature,  profound  appre- 
ciation of  Shakespeare  developed  by  reading  True 
Story,  nor  a  sensitiveness  to  the  beauty  of  great 
pictures  acquired  by  hanging  on  the  wall  the  av- 
erage calendar  or  magazine  cover.  One  simply 
does  not  live  careless  or  regardless  of  his  social 
responsibilities  and  receive  high  visions.  The 
word  of  God  comes,  as  it  did  to  Moses,  to  those 
who  turn  aside  to  see. 

And  the  same  law  holds  true  in  the  realm  of  our 
friendships,  perhaps  not  suddenly,  but  inevitably. 
Says  Emerson,  very  wisely, 

Heartily  know, 
When  half-gods  go, 
The  gods  arrive. 

No  man  keeps  permanently  for  his  friends  people 
who  are  too  much  unlike.  If  apparently  he  has 
two  dissimilar  groups,  one  finally  wins,  the  other 
loses.  More  frequently,  because  he  has  one  group 
of  friends,  he  cannot  have  another.  Few  young 
people  get  through  the  difficult  teen  age  without 
being  mistaken  in  their  judgment  of  certain  peo- 
ple. Often  they  resent  keenly  the  circumstance 
that  interrupts  an  intimacy,  only  to  recognize  later 
that  an  infinitely  more  worth-while  friendship 
came  because  a  former  one  disappeared. 

Even  when  sorrow  or  tragedy  enters  our  life 
and  takes  from  us  what  reasoned  maturity  has 
taught  us  to  value  as  exceedingly  precious,  still 
under  the  providence  of  God  the  truth  of  the  text 
may  be  made  manifest.  For  the  God  who  comforts 
even  as  a  mother  comforts,  and  the  Christ  who 
promises  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway"  give  wisdom 
and  peace  and  assurance  when  the  apparently  one 
vital  gift  of  life  is  denied  us  or  taken  from  us.  Life 
may  be  a  series  of  steps  leading  always  upward. 

So  we  ought  not  worry  too  much  over  what  cer- 
tain psychologists  may  say  about  the  dangers  of 
repression  and  denial.  Negation  in  itself  is  never 
a  lovely  thing,  and  no  life  thrives  on  it.  But  to  say 
no  to  one  thing  so  that  we  may  say  yes  to  another 
and  a  better  thing  is  a  different  matter.  It  is  al- 
ways the  sensible  decision;  it  is  often  the  most 
beautiful  and  rewarding  thing  the  human  soul  can 
do. 

The  words  of  this  text,  then,  might  well  teach 
us  several  things.  We  might  learn  from  it  to  turn 
our  backs  more  resolutely  on  every  kind  of  evil 
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as  a  necessary  step  to  Christian  growth.  We 
might  accept  more  seriously  and  less  fearfully  the 
^way  life  takes  from  us  the  things  that  we  prize. 
"We  might  follow  Christ  more  simply  and  courage- 
ously, knowing  that  he  who  brings  out  can  also 
bring  in.  We  might  even  approach  nearer  to  an 
understanding  of  that  sublime  article  of  our  Chris- 
tian faith,  a  belief  in  personal  immortality.  For 
what  is  death  itself  but  a  bringing  out  that  he 
may  bring  in? 
Bridgewater,  Va. 


Stewardship  Nuggets 

BY    HOWARD    H.    KEIM,    JR. 

A  wealthy  parishioner  in  a  certain  church  refused 
for  years  to  make  a  financial  pledge  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  Finally  an  energetic  finance  board  secured  a 
pledge  of  $20,  which  in  the  course  of  a  year  was  paid 
in  full.  The  next  year  the  solicitors  managed  to  get 
the  pledge  raised  to  $30.  The  third  year  they  were 
very  bold  and  asked  for  a  $50  pledge.  But  Mr.  Dives 
"blew  up  and  snorted,  "You  fellows  don't  know  what 
you  are  asking!  Two  years  ago  I  made  a  pledge  of  $20 
-and  paid  it.  Last  year  I  pledged  $30  and  paid  that. 
And  now  you  ask  for  $50.  Why,  if  you  men  only  knew 
it,  I  am  paying  more  now  in  proportion  to  my  religion 
than  anyone  else  in  this  church." 

Huntington,  Ind. 


Civilian  Public  Service 

Field  Report 
May  19 — June  6 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 
Director,  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service 

1.  Camp  Lagro  opened  May  22  with  ten  drafted  men. 
Twelve  had  been  assigned  but  two  were  authorized  not 
to  report.  This  group  of  conscientious  objectors  was 
composed  of  six  Brethren,  one  German  Baptist  Brethren, 
one  Methodist,  one  Church  of  Christ  and  one  Church 
of  God.  Twelve  more  men  have  been  assigned  to  re- 
port to  Lagro  on  June  16.  This  group  will  be  composed 
of  eight  Brethren,  one  Disciple  of  Christ,  one  Evangel- 
ical, one  Jehovah  Witness,  and  one  who  claims  no 
church  affiliation.  One  hundred  and  twenty-three  men 
are  assigned  to  report  to  Lagro  on  June  26.  We  do 
not  have  the  religious  breakdown  of  this  group  but  it 
should  contain  a  good  percentage  of  Brethren  men. 

The  publicity  releases  on  the  opening  of  Lagro  and 
other  camps  have  been  good. 

All  of  the  equipment  has  arrived  now  at  Lagro.  The 
cots  were  late  in  coming.  Camp  Mack  loaned  cots  tem- 
porarily. 

2.  Magnolia  Camp  will  be  directed  by  Jefferson  H. 
Mathis,  who  was  formerly  pastor  of  the  Brethren 
church  at  Lewiston,  Minn.  Most  of  the  equipment  will 
be  in  when  the  boys  report  to  camp  on  June  10. 

3.  It  was  decided  that  the  Onekama,  Michigan,  camp 
should  open  June  23.  Men  would  be  accommodated  in 
tents  and  at  least  a  summer  project  could  be  worked 
out.  Now  it  appears,  however,  that  CCC  has  just  aban- 
doned a  camp  about  twelve  miles  from  Onekama  which 
we  could  take  over  and  operate  as  a  one  hundred  and 


twenty-five  man  camp  with  a  year  round  project,  since 
men  could  be  quartered  in  regulation  barracks.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  secure  the  use  of  this  camp,  Camp 
Stronach. 

The  twenty-three  men  assigned  to  report  at  Onekama, 
who  will  later  be  transferred  to  Stronach  if  that  camp 
is  secured,  represent  many  religious  denominations. 
There  will  be  five  Brethren,  two  Baptist,  two  Methodist, 
and  one  each  from  the  Lutheran  Church,  the  Unitarian 
Church,  the  Evangelistic  Mission,  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  the  Gracelawn  Assembly,  the  Church 
of  God,  the  Mission  School,  the  Epworth  Euclid  Church 
and  the  Congregational  Church. 

4.  Approximately  one  thousand  conscientious  objec- 
tors, whose  order  numbers  had  been  reached  as  of  May 
23,  will  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  fourteen  approved 
camps  between  June  2  and  June  26.  The  Mennonites 
opened  Grottoes,  Va.,  May  22,  and  are  opening  Colo- 
rado Springs,  Colo.,  June  5  and  Bluffton,  Ind.,  June  20. 
The  Friends  opened  Patapsco,  Md.,  May  15;  San  Dimas, 
Calif.,  June  2;  Richmond,  Ind.,  June  5;  Cooperstown, 
N.  Y.,  June  5;  and  Petersham,  Mass.,  will  be  opened 
June  10,  also  Royalston  and  Ashburnham,  Mass.  The 
Catholic  Workers  will  open  a  camp  at  Stoddard,  N.  H., 
June  23. 

5.  The  Brethren  and  Mennonites  opened  a  co-opera- 
tive camp  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  June  2.  Eight  out  of  the 
forty-four  men  assigned  were  Brethren.  The  Brethren 
are  represented  on  the  staff  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Eshieman  of  Florin,  Pa.,  as  Assistant  Director,  in  charge 
of  the  physical  and  financial  administration  of  the 
camp,  and  camp  hostess  and  nurse.  We  are  represented 
on  the  local  advisory  committee  to  the  camp  by  Breth- 
ren Ora  DeLauter  and  John  Good. 

6.  Selective  Service  plans  now  that  in  the  July  1 
registration  for  all  men  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-one  since  the  first  registration  if  a  man  refuses 
to  register,  the  clerk  may  ask  him  the  questions,  fill  out 
the  blank  for  him,  and  sign  the  man's  name  with  his 
own  name  under  it  and  the  registration  will  be  con- 
sidered y^lid. 

7.  Men  now  in  I-B  and  men  in  IV-E  (limited  serv- 
ice), which  means  conscientious  objectors  from  I-B, 
will  likely  be  called  for  service  within  the  coming 
ninety  days.  Men  in  I-B  who  claim  exemption  on 
grounds  of  conscientious  objections  to  military  service 
should  request  local  boards  to  rule  on  their  claims. 

8.  Amendment  No.  19  to  Selective  Service  Regula- 
tions provided  that  a  man  in  any  classification  dissatis- 
fied with  the  decision  of  an  Appeal  Board  may  request 
the  State  Director  or  the  National  Director  of  Selective 
Service  to  appeal  his  case  to  the  President.  There  must, 
however,  be  clear  evidence  of  injustice  to  the  registrant. 

9.  Married  men  who  have  been  classified  in  IV-E,  or 
men  who  have  been  married  since  classification,  should 
see  their  Local  Boards  immediately  and  ask  for  III-A 
classification  (dependency  deferment).  Selective  Serv- 
ice is  anxious  to  avoid  the  induction  or  assignment  of 
married  men.  In  cases  brought  to  their  attention  they 
have  urged  leniency.  Recently  three  appeals  to  the 
President  for  deferment  on  the  grounds  of  dependency 
were  granted. 

10.  Under  the  Presidential  proclamation  of  a  national 
emergency,  the  President  has  the  authority  to  extend 
the  period  of  service  for  selected  men.  If  this  is  done, 
the  service  for  conscientious  objectors  would  likely  be 
extended. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


12 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— June  28,  1941 


Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 

(Continued   From   Page  5) 

the  integration  of  district  work.  He  is  a  partner  with 
his  board  and  should  be  given  every  chance  to  make 
good. 

Bro.  D.  P.  Neher  spoke  out  of  a  background  of  ex- 
perience in  the  free  ministry  and  as  a  board  member. 
He  felt  that  lack  of  leadership  is  the  greatest  handicap. 
With  leadership  and  a  determination  to  go  ahead  great 
things  can  be  accomplished.  As  for  the  question  under 
consideration,  success  depends  upon  co-operation  be- 
tween the  board  and  the  executive. 

The  program  for  the  evening  had  been  planned  for 
a  small  group,  but  as  it  turned  out  several  hundred  were 
on  hand  to  hear  the  helpful  discussions.  • 


Wednesday,  June  18 

Wednesday  morning,  and  in  the  cool  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  auditorium,  the  Conference  attendants 
gathered  for  a  period  of  worship  and  for  further  consid- 
eration of  district  work.  The  topic  for  the  morning  was 
Financing  District  Work.  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  was  chair- 
man, Bro.  H.  Spenser  Minnich  the  speaker,  and  John  D. 
Metzler  the  director  of  the  discussion  period. 

Bro.  Minnich  began  by  calling  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  money  in  modern  life.  It  is  needed  to  carry 
on  our  district  church  work,  and  should  be  wisely  spent 
considering  the  sacrifice  out  of  which  it  has  come.  Yet, 
so  far  as  district  finance  is  concerned,  we  have  no 
standard  plan.  Hence  it  is  time  to  pool  our  best  thought 
with  respect  to  district  finance.  Summary  figures  on 
district  giving  and  spending  were  submitted  for  study 
and  questions.  An  interesting  discussion  followed  in 
which  questions  from  the  floor  were  answered  by  the 
discussion  leader,  or  by  someone  with  experience  in 
connection  with  the  problem  raised.  The  discussion 
finally  brought  forth  a  suggested  plan  for  handling  dis- 
trict finance. 

Two  Things  of  Importance 

One  was  the  first  session  of  the  Standing  Committee; 
the  other  was  a  meeting  of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee, both  set  for  this  afternoon.  But  before  we  go 
into  them,  we  wish  to  note  two  other  things  of  impor- 
tance. The  first  thing  the  present  reporter  heard  any- 
body say  in  a  public  assembly  at  this  Conference  was 
that  there  are  good  ways  and  poor  ways  of  doing  any- 
thing. The  speaker  had  the  subject  of  finance  on  his 
mind  just  then,  a  matter  for  which  he  has  a  large  re- 
sponsibility, but  it  seemed  to  us  a  wise  observation, 
capable  of  very  wide  application.  We  wondered  then 
and  still  wonder  why  church  administrations  do  not 
try  harder  to  find  the  best  ways  of  doing  things  for  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Shortly  after  this  we  met  Sister  Crumpacker  on  the 
walk  for  the  first  time  since  her  return  from  China.  She 
was  on  her  way  to  a  meeting  of  children  to  tell  them  a 
story.  We  could  remember  being  a  child  once  and  easily 
imagined  what  a  delightful  experience  those  children 
were  about  to  have,  just  to  forget  for  the  moment  the 
delight  the  storyteller  was  sure  to  have  also.  Jesus 
thought  it  important  to  pay  special  attention  to  children. 
So  should  we. 

You  see  we  found  more  than  two  things  of  impor- 
tance, but  now  for  a  word  about  those  first  two. 


Standing  Committee  Gets  Going 

Just  as  we  dropped  in  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  was  saying 
that  he  did  not  find  many  marks  or  sears  branded  on 
our  bodies  as  signs  of  suffering  because  of  our  devotion 
to  Christ.  He  was  leading  the  opening  period  of  wor- 
ship and  that  will  give  you  a  good  idea  of  the  high 
quality  of  his  meditation  thought.  It  reflected  the  very 
troubled  state  of  our  world.  His  fervent  prayer  which 
followed  was  of  like  tone. 

The  roll  call  of  the  districts  showed  the  men  present 
as  set  down  in  the  Conference  Booklet,  with  four  ab- 
sences. No  doubt  some  of  these  came  in  later.  Mod- 
erator Davis,  who  happened  also  to  be  the  retiring  read- 
er, read  the  Declaration  of  Principles  and  Purpose, 
which  delegates  from  the  local  churches  are  asked  to 
subscribe  to,  and  explained  impressively  that  of  course 
Standing  Committee  members  should  consider  them- 
selves bound  by  the  same  high  sense  of  obligation. 

The  choosing  of  a  new  reader  was  next  in  order.  Four 
ballots  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Eld.  J.  O.  Winger  of 
Middle  Indiana  with  Eld.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  as  a  close  runner-up.  It  happened  that 
Bro.  Winger  had  a  speaking  engagement  in  Pomona  this 
afternoon,  made  before  he  could  have  any  premonitions 
of  his  special  Conference  responsibilities  and  so  the  mod- 
erator called  on  Bro.  Schlosser  to  serve,  as  a  consolation 
prize,  until  Bro.  Winger  could  resume  his  place  in  the 
committee  sessions. 

With  the  choice  of  A.  Stauffer  Curry  and  Harry 
Thomas,  representing  the  East  and  the  West  respectively, 
as  Messenger  and  Assistant  Messenger,  the  Standing 
Committee  was  ready  to  get  down  to  business.  You  see 
the  moderator,  C.  Ernest  Davis,  and  the  secretary,  J. 
E.  Miller,  had  been  chosen  in  advance  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  former  a  year  ago  and  the  latter  for  a  term  of 
years. 

The  Man  From  Whittier 

We  had  met  him  on  the  street  this  morning.  He  had 
driven  over  to  take  in  some  of  the  Conference  today, 
thinking  it  was  already  holding  public  meetings,  some- 
thing like  preaching.  When  he  found  there  was  nothing 
doing  but  board  and  committee  meetings,  he  was  disap- 
pointed. We  explained  that  some  of  these  were  open  to 
anyone  and  that  he  would  be  welcome,  but  he  was  nat- 
urally hesitant  about  accepting  such  an  invitation,  so 
he  went  back  home. 

When  we  listened  in  on  some  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  deliberations  this  afternoon  how  we  did 
wish  our  Whittier  brother  could  have  been  there.  It 
would  have  been  an  eye  opener  for  him,  as  his  vision 
of  the  world  need  is  none  too  broad.  For  that  matter 
we  could  have  wished  the  whole  church  might  have 
been  there  to  hear  what  some  of  our  field  workers  have 
seen  and  heard  and  felt. 

Bro.  Eisenbise  told  about  the  trucks  going  around  in 
the  mornings  in  Shanghai  to  gather  up  the  bodies  of 
those  who  had  died  during  the  night  of  exposure  or  un- 
der-nourishment.  Raymond  Booth  of  the  Friends  told 
of  the  work  among  Pacific  Coast  refugees.  Our  board 
secretaries  told  of  the  widespread  activities  of  the  com- 
mittee in  many  lines.  What  a  world  of  human  distress 
this  is  right  now!  Who  of  us  does  comprehend  it? 
Aren't  we  all  from  Whittier? 

Three  in  One 

We  refer  to  the  evening  meeting,  the  first  general  ses- 
sion of  all  age  and  other  groups,  which  had  been  planned 
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for  the  church  but  was  removed  to  the  Park  Auditorium 
to  be  sure  of  room  enough  for  everybody.  We  had  al- 
most said  tent  and  some  thoughtless  persons  do  actually 
call  it  that,  but  the  folks  here  are  a  little  sensitive  on 
that  point.    Park  Auditorium  sounds  more  dignified. 

"Three  in  one"  means  that  there  were  three  addresses 
in  one  meeting,  all  of  high  quality  too,  but  we  know  of 
some  listeners  who  thought  it  was  a  pretty  heavy  dose, 
especially  those  who  had  forgotten  about  California 
nights  and  had  not  brought  an  extra  wrap.  However, 
the  spiritual  warmth  engendered  by  the  congregational 
singing,  both  led  and  entered  into  so  vigorously,  and  the 
prayer  by  Pastor  Jesse  D.  Reber,  helped  much. 

The  speakers  were  Pastors  G.  W.  Phillips  and  J.  W. 
Lear  of  Elkhart  and  Glendora  respectively,  and  Mission- 
ary Anna  Hutchison  of  China.  The  one  idea  in  the  three 
addresses  was  Spiritual  Development  of  Church  Mem- 
bership, and  the  three  ways  of  doing  it  proposed  were 
By  Prayer  and  Meditation,  By  Service  and  Giving,  and 
By  Sacrifice  and  Suffering. 

How  Church  Members  Grow 
Bro.  Phillips  thinks  we  have  plenty  of  activities, 
enough  of  things  going  on,  but  fears  that  more  attention 
is  given  to  sermon  preparation  than  to  self-preparation. 
Some  of  us  spend  too  much  time  with  the  typewriter 
and  not  enough  with  God.  "The  lost  art  of  meditation" 
means  that  when  the  meditation  is  lost  something  else 
is  lost  too,  something  of  great  value.  Prayer  of  the 
right  sort  changes  persons  as  well  as  things  and  this 
applies  to  prayer  in  private,  in  the  family,  or  in  the 
public  assembly. 

Bro.  Lear  would  caution  us  against  some  possible 
implications  in  By  Serving  and  Giving  which  he  con- 
siders dangerous.  The  reason  many  do  not  serve  and 
give  as  they  ought  is  that  they  do  not  love  as  they 
ought.  These  are  fine  ways  of  developing  spiritual 
power  if  they  spring  from  the  right  motive.  And  then 
they  become  a  genuine  pleasure  too.  Bro.  Lear  knows 
people  who  seem  to  serve  and  give  well,  yet  handle 
their  investments  in  strange  ways.  He  thinks  there  is 
something  wrong  there. 

Sister  Hutchison  could  speak  out  of  recent  experience, 
very  personal  and  very  intense.  She  holds  that  strong 
faith  comes  only  through  great  trial.  By  sacrifice  and 
suffering  we  can  learn  to  give  up  the  good  gladly  in 
order  to  attain  the  best.  The  Chinese  Christians  know 
how  to  do  this.  Then  we  are  not  worried  by  the  ques- 
tion why  God  permits  the  terrible  things  we  see  in  the 
world  today,  but  we  rejoice  in  learning  how  all  things 
can  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  the  Lord. 
We  can  learn  not  to  hate  or  seek  revenge,  but  rather  to 
love  our  enemies  and  to  do  them  good. 

Last  Things  Today 

It  was  not  the  choir  rehearsal  as  you  might  have 
guessed,  but  the  campfire  for  young  people  out  on  the 
athletic  field. 

We  know  they  had  a  fine  time  but  we  missed  that. 
The  hour  was  9:30  to  10:30  and  we  had  another  engage- 
ment. 

Thursday,  June  19 

Bob  Shuler  for  Breakfast 

If  you  have  never  heard  him  you  must  have  heard  of 
him  and  you  know  he  would  be  heavy  diet  for  break- 
fast.    He  lived  up  to  his  reputation.     Our  Council  of 


Men's  Work  had  brought  him  out  from  Los  Angeles  for 
one  of  the  numerous  breakfast  conferences  so  much  in 
vogue  now.  As  for  the  women,  they  got  two  invitations, 
one  to  come  along  and  then  to  "fade  away"  over  to  their 
own  sectional  group.  But  those  who  chose  to  remain 
were  made  welcome.  The  conference  for  ministers 
which  had  been  set  for  this  morning  was  called  off  in 
favor  of  this  one. 

Bro.  Shuler  found  the  basis  for  his  thought  in  the 
story  of  the  potter  who  broke  up  the  vessel  that  got 
marred  and  built  another  and  a  better  one.  So  we  must 
rebuild.  Our  nation  along  with  other  nations  has  gone 
bad  and  there  must  be  repentance  before  there  can  be 
any  lasting  victory  for  righteousness  and  peace.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  churches.  God's  call  to  repentance 
was  to  Israel  and  it  is  likewise  to  the  church  today.  The 
lash  of  God  is  on  the  nations  and  on  the  churches. 

To  the  present  writer  it  seemed  that  the  speaker's 
position  on  the  issue  of  pacifism  was  not  consistent  with 
his  main  thesis  of  depending  on  God  rather  than  on  hu- 
man might,  but  his  emphasis  on  the  need  of  repentance 
and  righteous  living  was  so  fundamentally  sound 
that  his  trumpet  call  was  greatly  appreciated. 

From  Nine  to  Eleven 

The  middle  of  the  morning  was  well  filled.  Women's 
work  was  busy  in  the  church  auditorium  with  a  strong 
program  in  which  two  leading  features  were  a  report 
by  Mrs.  Murphy  on  What  Our  Women  Are  Doing  for 
Relief  and  Service  and  an  address  on  This  Is  Our  Task 
by  Marie  W.  Brubaker.  The  young  people  were  in  the 
college,  first  in  to  the  joint  session  on  the  Work  Camp 
Program  by  Dan  West  and  Young  Adults  by  D.  D.  Fun- 
derburg.  Then  they  divided  into  smaller  groups  for 
seminar  discussion. 

No  general  assembly  had  been  planned  for  this  period 
but  so  many  people  were  on  hand  who  did  not  care  to 
attend  the  sectional  groups,  that  it  was  thought  that 
provision  was  made  for  them  in  Park  Auditorium  (tent), 
where  one  of  our  strong  Pennsylvania  men  was  sched- 
uled to  preach.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  the  people 
followed  the  booklet,  or  their  own  inclinations,  rather 
than  the  announcement.  The  extra  did  not  materialize. 
We  noticed  some  small  groups  enjoying  the  delightful 
sunshine  after  the  dissolution  of  the  "high  fog"  or  may- 
be they  were  just  enjoying  each  other.  Our  folks  like 
to  "visit." 

Just  to  Give  You  an  Idea 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  what  all  these  young 
people's  groups  were  thinking  about.  Here  is  the  list: 
Adult  Leaders  of  Youth,  Intermediate  Leaders,  Building 
a  World  Fellowship,  The  Brethren  Way  of  Life,  Worship 
in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Basic  Philosophy  of  Nonviolence, 
Creative  Recreation,  Learning  to  Know  Your  Bible. 

And  here  are  the  discussion  leaders:  Galen  T.  Leh- 
man, Grace  Hollinger,  E.  L.  Ikenberry,  S.  L.  Barnhart, 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  Dan  West,  Bob  Tully,  Kenneth  C. 
Bechtel.  We  wondered  if  this  was  all  going  on  accord- 
ing to  schedule  and  so  we  asked  Lester  Young.  He  said 
it  was  and  some  of  it  we  saw  with  our  own  eyes. 

Peeping  in  at  the  church  once  in  passing,  we  could  see 
that  it  was  well  packed  with  women,  apparently  much 
interested.     They  always  do  get  a  good  hearing. 

The  Divine-Human  Symphony 

This  was  the  theme  of  the  Bible  Hour.  Bro.  Roy  Crist, 
professor  of  Biblical  studies  in  La  Verne  College,  was 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


The  Old 
Kitchen 
Table 

BY  MAUDE  C.  JONES 


There  are  more  children  at  this 
table  than  there  were  at  the  table 
mentioned  in  the  story,  but  life's 
problems  are  much  the  same 
whether  the  state  is  Indiana  or 
Iowa.     Photo  by  E.  G.  Hoff. 


I  sold  it  yesterday — the  old  kitchen  table.  And  some- 
how I  couldn't  sleep  last  night — and  perhaps  I  won't  be 
able  to  sleep  for  several  nights  to  come.  Foolish?  Yes, 
perhaps;  but  the  intimate  life  of  a  family — my  family — 
was  woven  round  and  about  that  table.  Memories  of 
that  kind  are  not  banished  without  a  certain  degree  of 
pain  and  heartache. 

It  was  an  old  table,  marred  and  battered,  but  still  as 
strong  and  sturdy  as  it  was  fifty-eight  years  ago,  when 
as  a  young  bride  I  rejoiced  in  its  smooth  white  oaken 
surface  along  with  the  other  few  necessary  furnishings 
of  a  newly-founded  home.  And  although  it  was  capable 
of  being  extended  across  the  old  farm  kitchen  to  ac- 
commodate threshers,  wood  sawers  or  a  cavalcade  of 
Sunday  visitors  or  kinfolk,  it  could  also  be  adjusted  so 
that  it  took  up  but  little  space;  and  so  that  first  year  it 
was  pushed  back  against  the  wall  and  two  of  us  sat 
opposite  each  other  at  mealtime  and  planned  for  the 
future. 

The  next  year  a  leaf  was  raised  to  make  room  for  a 
little  high  chair.  There  were  three  of  us  then!  And 
how  blissfully  happy  we  were  as  we  sat  at  the  old  table 
and  planned  anew  for  the  little  son  who  had  so  richly 
blessed  the  home.  Not  only  at  mealtime  was  the  kitchen 
table  in  use,  for  it  served  as  moulding  board,  ironing 
board  and  all  general  utility  purposes. 

And  ere  long  the  second  leaf  was  raised  and  two  more 
plates  were  laid.  A  family  of  five  bowed  their  heads 
as  God's  grace  was  invoked  on  the  daily  bread.  Thus 
that  old  table  became  the  pivot  around  which  the  fam- 
ily life  revolved.  Here  it  was  that  chairs  were  drawn 
up  close,  and  perplexing  problems  discussed  and  set- 
tled— or  left  unsettled — as  the  case  might  be.  Here, 
too,  it  was  that  many  prayers  were  uttered  for  strength 
to  carry  on  when  the  way  was  dark  and  uncertain. 

Yes,  the  old  table  witnessed  sickness  and  sorrows  and 
heartaches  aplenty;  but  it  also  witnessed  joy  and  laugh- 
ter and  gladness  through  the  years  that  sped  so  swiftly 
by.  For  one  day  the  oldest  son  left  his  accustomed 
place  at  the  family  table  and  went  away  to  build  a  new 
nest,  and  buy  a  new  table — a  much  more  modern  one, 


by  the  way.  So  one  plate  was  removed  and  one  chair 
pushed  back  against  the  wall.  The  family  circle  was 
reduced  to  four. 

And  scarcely  had  we  grown  accustomed  to  his  ab- 
sence, till  another  followed  in  his  steps.  Then  one  leaf 
of  the  kitchen  table  was  dropped,  for  there  was  room 
and  to  spare  for  the  three  of  us  that  were  left. 

Then  one  September  morn  the  last  boy  packed  his 
grip  and  his  father  hitched  up  the  team  of  bays  and 
drove  him  to  the  station  on  his  way  to  college.  I  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  carriage,  bade  him  good-by  and 
watched  him  until  they  had  turned  the  bend  in  the  road 
and  were  out  of  sight.  Then  I  went  in  and  let  down  the 
other  leaf  of  the  old  table  and  pushed  it  back  against 
the  wall.  I  laid  my  head  on  its  marred  surface  and 
cried  like  a  baby.  I  couldn't  help  it — -I  just  couldn't 
help  it! 

-  Two  of  us  again  at  the  old  table!  Lonely?  Y-e-s — 
sometimes — but  always  there  were  the  children  and 
grandchildren  coming  home  and  the  old  house  rang 
with  fun  and  laughter.  There  was  merriment  which  all 
shared  together. 

And  then  one  day  came  the  crudest  blow  of  all!  The 
grim  Reaper  with  his  sickle  exacted  his  toll.  After  it 
was  all  over,  and  the  loved  ones  had  gone  back  to  their 
homes  and  their  work,  and  kind  friends  and  neighbors 
had  removed  the  boards  and  dropped  the  leaves  of  the 
old  kitchen  table  and  pushed  it  back  to  its  accustomed 
place  against  the  wall,  I  choked  back  the  sobs  until  I 
was  alone.  Then  and  again  I  laid  my  head  on  the  old 
marred  surface  and  wept  till  I  thought  my  heart  would 
break. 

Alone!  Alone  and  lonely!  Dear  God,  how  lonely! 
But  life  goes  on  and  must  be  lived.  As  I  gropingly  tried 
to  gather  up  the  broken  strands  I  seemed  to  hear  in  the 
distance  the  sound  of  sad,  sweet  music,  and  I  knew  it 
was  the  music  of  memories — memories  of  home  and 
husband  and  children,  and  the  labor  and  sacrifice  it 
takes  to  rear  those  God  has  given  us.  I  knew  that  some- 
how he  would  make  living  possible  again,  and  so  I 
caught  up  my  staff  and  stumbled  on. 
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And  now  another  change  has  come  and  the  old  furni- 
ture has  all  been  sold.  The  last  of  it  went  yesterday — 
and  with  it  was  the  old  table.  As  the  shrewd  purchaser 
haggled  over  the  price  he  rapped  it  with  his  knuckles 
and  said, 

"This  table  isn't  worth  more  than  fifteen  cents."  My 
heart  seemed  to  stop  beating!  Fifteen  cents!  Yet  there 
it  stood,  marred  to  be  sure,  but  still  far  more  depend- 
able than  its  modern  sisters.  Fifteen  cents!  And  yet 
the  life  and  memories  of  a  family  had  clustered  round  it 
for  more  than  half  a  century!  I  choked  as  I  completed 
the  transaction,  and  when  the  man  shoved  it  through 
the  door  to  load  it  up  and  haul  it  away  my  eyes  blurred 
and  my  body  trembled.  Could  my  tired  feet  have  car- 
ried me,  I  think  I  would  have  run  after  him  and  cried 
for  him  to  bring  the  old  table  back. 

But  it  is  gone — and  I  know  not  where.  I  do  not  even 
know  the  man's  name  who  took  it.  It  belongs  to  the 
past,  even  as  I  belong  to  yesterday.  Life  moves  on 
again,  tranquilly  or  tempestously,  as  the  case  may  be. 
My  days  are  filled  with  varied  interests,  but  the  nights 
are  long,  and  memories — sweet  and  bitter — fill  the 
hours  with  their  poignancy.  I  try  to  coax  sleep,  but  so 
many  things  crowd  it  away.  And  just  now  it  is  the  old 
kitchen  table.  In  time  it  will  grow  less  painful,  I  know; 
for  time  heals  all  wounds,  although  the  scars  are  often 
burned  too  deeply  for  complete  erasure. 

And  so  tonight  I'll  do  my  best  to  shut  out  the  vision 
that  haunts  me,  and  perhaps  I'll  sleep.  But  in  my 
dreams  we'll  all  be  back — back  in  the  old  home — a  hap- 
py, joyous,  united  family,  surrounding  the  old  kitchen 
table  as  in  the  year's  that  never  can  return. 

Syracuse,  Ind. 


"Now  I  Have  a  Brother" 

BY   GALEN  R.    BLOUGH 

The  curtain  had  lifted.  It  revealed  the  last  scene  of 
a  life  covering  one  half  century  of  time.  It  was  not  my 
privilege  to  see  the  other  scenes.  I  saw  only  the  last. 
This  last  scene  covered  a  period  of  one  month. 

The  scene  took  place  in  a  community  hospital.  I  was 
ushered  into  the  room  of  one  of  the  wards  of  that  small 
hospital.  There  upon  one  of  the  beds  lay  the  outstand- 
ing character  of  this  great  life's  drama.  As  I  walked  up 
to  the  bedside,  even  though  a  stranger,  I  was  greeted 
with  a  smile  and  a  glad,  "I'm  pleased  to  meet  you." 

I  looked  upon  the  scene  a  moment  and  listened  with 
interest  to  the  story  of  a  woman,  a  mother.  It  was  not  the 
life  story,  but  the  summing  up  of  a  life.  I  sometimes 
wish  I  could  have  thrown  upon  the  screen  that  entire 
life — but  wait — that  would  spoil,  I  am  afraid,  this  clos- 
ing scene. 

Twenty-five  years  before,  in  what  appears  to  have 
been  a  good  and  substantial  home,  a  girl  had  fallen. 
Only  the  faint  echo  of  a  father's  demand  reaches  our 
ears  as  we  try  to  imagine  what  went  on  in  that  home. 
In  so  far  as  those  people  were  concerned,  it  was  the 
funeral  of  their  daughter.  Yes,  she  has  been  dead  for 
twenty-five  years.  That  innocent  girl,  proud  and 
haughty  perhaps,  went  out  into  the  world — the  untried, 
cruel  and  yet  certain  world.  During  those  twenty-five 
years  things  happened  which  are  kept  in  the  silence  of 
history  and  the  great  mind  of  God. 

Apparently  the  little  son  who  came  was  given  to 
someone  else  who  reared  him  to  manhood.     The  com- 


munity in  which  the  mother  played  her  last  act  knew 
nothing  about  him.  The  people  there  knew  nothing  of 
her  past.  They  knew  nothing  of  her  parentage.  The 
woman  of  our  story  married  and  bore  a  son.  The  father 
of  this  second  son  quickly  disappeared  and  was  never 
heard  of  again.  The  second  son  grew  into  manhood,  a 
fine  athlete,  a  courteous  good-looking  young  man. 

With  the  closing  of  this  last  scene  we  find  the  mother, 
dead.  Word  went  out.  The  first  son  was  found.  He 
had  been  searching  for  his  mother  for  some  time.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  see  these  two  boys  meet  for  the  first 
time.  I  wish  I  could  write  in  words  the  expressions 
which  came  from  the  faces  of  these  two  young  men  as  I 
held  their  hands  and  wished  God's  blessing  upon  them 
as  each  one  said,  "Now  I  have  a  brother." 

Word  also  went  back  to  the  home  of  the  dead  woman's 
parents  and  brothers  and  sisters.  But  there  still  re- 
mained a  feeling  of  broken  pride.  She  had  soiled  the 
family  name.  She  had  humiliated  her  family  and  low- 
ered their  prestige.  She  was  no  more  worthy  to  be 
called  a  daughter. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  attitude  of  the 
father.  Neither  is  it  my  purpose  to  sympathize  with  the 
daughter.  I  simply  wish  to  point  out  the  simple  facts  of 
the  case  as  I  saw  them,  and  then  to  say  that  life  is  a 
great  drama.  It  may  be  played  out  in  the  open  where 
all  may  see  and  study.  It  may  be  played  in  the  silences 
of  one's  mind.  But  if  played  openly  or  silently,  God 
sees;  God  understands;  God  forgives.  The  body  may 
be  broken  because  of  sin,  yet  the  soul  that  lives  within 
may  be  freed  and  saved.     Thank  God. 

We  buried  the  body  on  a  mountainside  two  hundred 
miles  from  the  scene  of  this  woman's  childhood.  The 
experience  lingers  in  the  minds  of  those  who  knew  best. 
How  wonderful  is  life  when  everything  is  beautiful — 
when  parents  and  children  understand  and  trust  and 
protect  each  other! 

Somerset,  Pa. 


It  Takes  Courage 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

"I  wish  I  didn't  have  to  be  scolding  someone  all  the 
time,"  complained  a  schoolteacher.  "It  must'be  nice  to 
speak  kindly  to  all  and  say  nice  things  about  folks." 

It  is  pleasant — but  it  takes  courage! 

Just  try  saying  only  nice  kind  things  about  everyone, 
and  see  how  quickly  you'll  be  censured! 

"Yes,  he's  all  right,  but — "  will  greet  your  unwilling 
ears  in  no  time.  "He  has  some  good  qualities,  I  sup- 
pose, but  some  of  the  things  I've  heard  about  him 
would — "     And  so  on. 

It  causes  some  folks  genuine  pain  to  have  their  ene- 
mies spoken  kindly  about — and  woe  to  you  if  you  hap- 
pen to  do  it.    Get  out  your  courage  smelling  salts! 

But  why  shouldn't  it  take  courage  to  speak  kindly 
about  folks?  It's  a  good  deed.  It's  doing  the  right 
thing.  And  doing  right  always  takes  courage  of  the 
genuine  brand! 

Only  after  a  person  is  dead  can  you  say  genuinely 
nice  things  about  him  without  fear  of  contradiction  or 
criticism.  Yet  while  he  lives  is  the  right  time,  the  cou- 
rageous time  to  say  them.  Kind-word  "flowers"  while 
one  is  alive  are  worth  a  ton  of  floral  tributes  at  his 
funeral.    And  he  will  like  them  more. 

Orlando,  Fla. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  June  29 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Lessons  From  the  Early 
Church.— 1  Cor.  3:1-15.  Golden  Text,  For  other  founda- 
tion can  no  man  lay  than  that  which  is  laid,  which  is 
Jesus  Christ.     1  Cor.  3:11. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Christian  Attitude  in  Regard 
to  Gambling. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  The  Inspiration  of  Fellowship  (Annual 
Conference). 

Intermediates,  The  Moment  to  Decide. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Lincoln  church,  Nebr. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Allentown  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Koontz, 
church,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Harrisburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  B. 
Heisey,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sterling  church,  111.,  Bro.  K.  C. 
Bechtel,  pastor. 

One  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Cone- 
stoga  church,  Pa. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Keyser  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  A. 
R.  Showalter,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Hamilton  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  J. 
W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Uniontown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C. 
C.  Sollenberger,  pastor. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Sunnyside  church,  W.  Va., 
Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Frank- 
lin Grove  church,  111.,  Bro.  S.  L.  Cover,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Pleasant  Val- 
ley church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Clarence  Erbaugh,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  five  reclaimed  in  the  Allegheny 
Valley  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  and  ten  received  by  letter  in  the 
Greencastle  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes,  pastor- 
evangelist. 

Nineteen  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Beaver- 
ton   church,   Mich.,   Brother  and   Sister  B.   M.   Rollins, 

evangelists. 

•       •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike,  Astoria,  111.,  Sept.  7  in  the  Green- 
wood church,  Mo. 

Brother  and  Sister  George  Caniield,  Sept.  7,  in  the 
Bethany  church,  Mo. 

Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  July  6-20,  in  the 
Long  Run  church,  Pa. 


Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober,  Frederick,  Md.,  Aug.  10,  in  the 
Sams  Creek  church,  Md. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler,  Brookville,  Ohio,  July  6,  in  the 
Montgomery  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Mark  Ebersole,  Hershey,  Pa.,  June  22-29,  in  the 
Mt.  Olivet  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Harper  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  June  29 — July  13, 
in  the  Allentown  church,  Pa. 

Sister  June  Yearout  of  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  June  29 — 
July  13,  in  the  Paradise  church,  Calif. 

Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter,  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  July  7-20,  in  the 
White  Pine  church,  near  Purgitsville,  W.  Va. 

Bro.  Howard  Whitacre,  Flintstone,  Md.,  June  30 — 
July  13,  in  the  Maple  Grove  congregation,  Md. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  June  22 
— July  6,  in  the  Salem  congregation,  "Winchester,  Va. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Mrs.  Charles  Flory  wishes  us  to  "extend  my  thanks 
for  all  the  beautiful  messages  of  sympathy  in  cards  and 
letters.  There  are  many  more  than  one  hundred  and  I 
haven't  the  strength  to  answer  them  all.  .  .  .  Some 
days  are  so  hard,  and  I  know  there  will  be  many  more, 
but  I  trust  my  heavenly  Father  to  give  me  strength  to 
go  on  in  his  service." 

The  last  Publishing  House  visitor  among  those  com- 
ing through  Elgin  on  the  way  to  Conference  was  Bro.  A. 
Stauffer  Curry,  executive  secretary  of  the  Southeastern 
Region,  who  came  in  from  the  Southeast  in  time  to  say 
a  good  word  for  the  Messenger  before  joining  the  Con- 
ference-bound party  which  courageously  left  the  Pub- 
lishing House  on  Friday  the  thirteenth. 

•  a        • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Montgomery  church.  Pa.,  will  hold  its  love  feast 
on  the  evening  of  July  27. 

The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  circuit  of  Northern  California  will 
meet  in  the  Paradise  church  on  Sunday,  July  6.  No  de- 
tails of  the  program  are  available  at  this  writing. 

The  Trevilian  church  of  Virginia  will  have  an  all-day 
home-coming  service  on  Sunday,  July  6,  and  takes  this 
means  of  inviting  you  to  share  in  the  day's  fellowship 
and  activities. 

Camp  Mack  season  for  our  people  opens  with  Train- 
ing School  and  Music  School,  June  30.  July  4  (Friday) 
will  be  a  special  day  with  good  speakers.  Every  church 
should  be  represented  in  the  Training  School. — L.  W. 
Shultz. 

The  third  annual  Concert  of  Sacred  Music,  spon- 
sored by  the  mixed  chorus  of  the  Annville,  Pa.,  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Henry 
G.  Gottshall,  will  be  held  at  the  Mt.  Lebanon  United 
Brethren  Campmeeting  Grounds  on  Sunday,  June  29,  at 
2:00  P.M.,  daylight  saving  time.  Space  forbids  the 
printing  of  the  program  but  you  have  our  assurance  that 
it  promises  well. 
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Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 

,  (Continued   From  Page   13) 

the  leader  of  our  thinking,  and  he  took  us  far  into  the 
depths  of  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Matthew.  The  dis- 
ciples were  troubled  about  rank,  who  should  be  first  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  though  rank  were  the  only 
possible  satisfactory  order.  The  spirit  of  the  child,  un- 
concerned about  rank,  is  the  spirit  of  the  true  disciple. 
Leadership  is  very  dangerous  when  used  in  any  other 
spirit. 

Nobody  ever  invented  music.  We  can  only  discover 
it.  To  make  spiritual  music  the  scale  of  values  must  not 
be  confused.  If  two  or  three  of  you  agree,  "sound  to- 
gether," that  makes  good  music.  When  there  is  discord, 
when  one  trespasses  against  another,  the  object  must  be, 
not  getting  even,  but  the  restoration  of  harmony.  Then 
we  can  have  the  divine-human  symphony. 

Sister  I.  S.  Long  of  Baltimore  was  the  efficient  pre- 
siding officer  during  this  last  hour  of  the  morning. 

The  Adult  Work  of  ihe  Church 

Men's  Work  and  Women's  Work  joined  forces  in  pre- 
senting an  afternoon's  program  dealing  with  adult  work 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  chairman  was  Bro. 
D.  D.  Funderburg,  director  of  adult  work,  and  the  pro- 
gram a  six-part  presentation  as  listed  in  the  Booklet. 
Meanwhile  the  young  people  were  in  their  own  sessions 
discussing  somewhat  similar  topics. 

The  first  speaker  was  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming,  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  Board  of  Religious  Education.  He 
emphasized  the  importance  of  seeing  the  program  of  the 
church  as  a  whole.  This  involves  the  setting  up  of  goals. 
He  urged  the  reading  of  a  little  booklet  dealing  with 
the  improvement  of  the  total  church  program.  A  church 
should  endeavor  to  furnish  proper  guidance  to  all  in 
need  of  such  help.  At  its  best  the  educational  method 
is  the  best  way  to  evangelize  the  world.  Of  course,  the 
chief  responsibility  rests  on  the  adults  for  seeing  that  to 
learning  is  added  worship  and  fellowship. 

The  second  speaker  was  Bro.  Warren  Bowman,  who 
spoke  to  the  point  of  helping  adults  with  the  problems 
of  family  life.  Perhaps  the  most  effective  place  to  begin 
is  with  the  young  people  themselves,  instructing  them 
in  such  matters  as  the  choice  of  friends  and  a  mate,  and 
giving  help  in  the  setting  up  of  a  home.  If  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  one  church  to  do  this,  the  churches  of  a  com- 
munity should  co-operate  to  provide  the  needed  counsel. 
Every  church  can  do  something  for  its  young  married 
people  by  providing  a  class  for  such,  and  even  a  nursery 
for  little  children  to  free  the  parents  to  share  in  wor- 
ship. 

Adult  Projects  in  Study  and  Action  was  the  subject 
for  Bro.  Robert  E.  Mohler.  He  began  by  remarking  that 
projects  are  not  hard  to  find;  there  are  plenty  of  things 
to  do.  The  difficult  thing  is  therefore  not  to  find  things 
to  do,  but  to  find  leaders  to  make  them  go.  However, 
we  need  projects  because  people  like  to  see  things  hap- 
pen. But  the  work  to  be  done  must  be  placed  in  capa- 
ble hands.  Finally,  every  project  must  mesh  into  and 
further  the  whole  church  program. 

The  young  adult  in  the  local  church  is  a  person  of 
great  concern  to  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell.  But  when  is  one 
a  young  adult?  There  are  various  definitions.  For  ex- 
ample, on  the  basis  of  age  it  is  when  he  reaches  twenty- 
four.  Again,  when  one  leaves  home  and  makes  his  own 
way  he  has  reached  the  status  of  a  young  adult.     All 

(Continued    on    Page    20) 


Gbout  Scoki 


Any  book   reviewed   in   this   column  may   be   secured   through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 


Not  Alone.  Joseph  R.  Sizoo.  Macmillan,  1940.  99 
pages.     $1.25. 

Here  is  a  book  that  any  Christian  will  be  helped  by 
reading  in  these  days.  The  author  takes  the  title  for 
his  stimulating  volume  from  the  story  of  the  walk  to 
Emmaus  when  the  risen  Christ  appeared  to  a  couple 
of  confused  and  discouraged  disciples.  On  that  scene 
he  builds  an  optimistic  hope  for  all  Christians  who  are 
the  victims  of  the  lethargy  and  trends  of  the  recent 
past.  It  is  not  the  optimism  that  overlooks  the  causes 
of  our  depression  and  conflicts.  This  is  likely  one  of  its 
richest  insights. 

It  is  written  in  simple  and  stimulating  language.  It 
presents  a  keen  interpretation  of  life  and  its  weaknesses. 
Yet  it  is  done  in  such  sincerity  and  humility  that  any 
honest  reader  will  find  himself  confessing  his  short- 
comings and  taking  hold  of  a  faith  in  God  in  a  way 
that  assures  us  of  hope  and  victory.  It  abounds  in  il- 
lustrations and  points  around  which  ministers  and 
teachers  can  build  helpful  talks.  All  will  be  helped  who 
read  it  thoughtfully,  and  few  can  read  it  otherwise. — C. 
D.  Bonsack. 

How  Firm  a  Foundation.  James  C.  Muir.  National 
Publishing  Company,  1941.     279  pages. 

This  is  the  New  Testament  companion  to  the  author's 
Old  Testament  book,  His  Truth  Endureth — and,  in  the 
mind  of  the  reviewer,  the  more  valuable  of  the  two. 

The  purpose  and  point  of  view  of  both  books  are  indi- 
cated in  the  titles.  The  author  has  sought  and  found 
evidence  to  support  his  Christian  faith  out  of  the  vast 
resources  of  classical  and  Jewish  lore,  Oriental  cus- 
toms, secular  history  and  archaeology.  And  he  has 
demonstrated  that  scholarship  in  this  field  need  not  be 
restricted  to  liberals;  conservatives,  too,  can  make  his- 
tory their  servant. 

Some  men  have  the  knack  of  gathering  a  vast  amount 
of  detailed  material  and  organizing  it  into  form  usable 
by  others.  Bible  dictionaries  grow  in  that  way.  Mr. 
Muir  has  this  knack  but  does  not  make  a  dictionary. 
He  takes  the  gospel  story  and  weaves  all  the  details  he 
has  gathered  into  a  background  and  setting  for  it.  He 
does  this  in  readable  fashion  and  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  accuracy.  In  addition  to  amply  providing  set- 
ting and  illustration  for  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus, 
the  book  by  the  aid  of  the  extensive  index  becomes  an 
encyclopedia  of  historical  and  environmental  facts  and 
customs.  This  makes  it  useful  to  almost  anyone  who 
takes  the  study  of  the  New  Testament  seriously. 

The  book,  however,  has  its  limitations,  as  have  most 
books.  One  frequently  meets  extravagant  statements 
and  assumptions  in  it.  The  values  in  the  historical 
study  of  New  Testament  documents  are  passed  by  in 
silence.  The  author  overworks  the  evidential  approach 
to  history  and  archaeology,  manifesting  no  intention  of 
finding  anything  to  change  his  mind.  One  who  does  not 
wish  the  thought  framework  of  the  past  generation  dis- 
turbed may  read  the  book  with  safety  and  satisfaction. 
The  reader  who  wants  new  insights  from  history  and 
archaeology  will  go  to  other  sources. — E.  G.  Hoff. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


A  Liquor  Cough 


in 


India 


BY  GOLDIE  E.   SWARTZ 


Today  a  man  of  the  Warali  caste,  while  walking  along 
the  cart  road  near  which  our  tents  are  pitched,  turned 
in  and  after  more  than  the  usual  greetings  stated  that 
he  would  like  some  cough  medicine.  Now  turning  aside 
and  asking  for  medicine  is  nothing  unusual,  for  it  is 
quite  generally  known  that  the  touring  missionary 
brings  a  first-aid  kit  and  simple  remedies  to  help  re- 
lieve physical  suffering  as  well  as  the  evangel  to  relieve 
spiritual  suffering.  But  the  unusual  was  disclosed  in 
his  statement  as  to  the  reason  for  his  need  of  cough 
medicine.  Something  like  the  following  conversation 
ensued. 

"How  long  have  you  had  a  cough?" 

"For  a  month  or  so." 

"What  is  your  cough  like?  Do  you  expectorate 
much?" 

"No,  it  is  not  that  kind,  but  the  kind  that  comes  when 
I  drink  tadi  (liquor)." 

How  enlightening,  and  what  a  frank  statement!  It 
makes  me  think  of  the  cigarette  advertisements  in 
America  which  publicly,  although  indirectly,  admit  the 
injurious  effects  of  tobacco  on  the  throat  in  their  urging, 


"Smoke  my  brand  as  it  is  less  irritating  than  other 
brands."  When  I  read  such,  I  often  recall,  "Oh,  Con- 
sistency, thou  art  a  jewel."  Why  not  let  the  tobacco 
alone  and  be  free  from  the  irritated  throat?  So  now  I 
said  to  this  tadi  indulgent  of  the  present  tense: 

"Well,  then,  don't  you  think  you  should  give  up  tadi 
drinking  and  thus  free  yourself  from  the  need  of  cough 
medicine?" 

"Yes,  yes,  I  should  give  up  tadi  drinking,  and  I  may 
(not  will)  give  it  up.  But  just  now  please  give  me 
cough  medicine." 

"How  much  medicine  do  you  want — one  annas'  worth, 
or  two  or  three?" 

"Oh,  I  don't  have  any  money.     I  can't  pay  for  it." 

"Do  you  get  tadi  free?" 

"No,  we  always  have  to  pay  for  tadi." 

"If  you  have  to  pay  for  tadi  which  you  say  gives  you 
a  cough,  an  admission  that  it  is  not  good  for  the  body, 
then  should  you  not  pay  for  that  which  promotes 
health?" 

"Yes,  yes,  I  should  pay  for  it,  but  I  have  no  money 
left." 

"Where  did  you  spend  your  money?" 

"I  just  now  came  from  the  tadi  shop  back  there."  He 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  the  shop. 

"How  much  tadi  did  you  drink?" 

"I  drank  one  bottle  full." 

"How  much  did  you  pay  for  it?" 

"It  is  about  three  coppers  a  bottle  (about  two  cents) 
and  I  gave  my  last." 


I 


FLORENCE  AND 
AMSEY   BOLLINGER 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  June  28 — July  5 

Amsey  and  Florence  Bollinger  have  recently  moved  into 
Bungalow  No.  2  in  the  Girls'  School  compound  at  Anklesvar, 
India.  For  a  number  of  years,  this  bungalow  has  been  used 
as  a  schoolhouse  and  so  it  was  necessary  to  make  some 
changes  and  repairs.  Beautiful  purple  bougainvillaea  vines 
around  the  outside  walls  of  the  bungalow  give  it  a  very 
homey  and  cheerful  appearance. 

Village  uplift  work  occupies  Bro.  Bollinger's  time  and 
attention.  From  the  government  he  has  the  promise  of 
some  help  for  better  cattle  and  improved  poultry.  He  hopes 
to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  every  phase  of  such  as- 
sistance. Through  all  of  this  extension  work,  the  one  definite 
aim  is  to  help  the  village  people  to  help  themselves.  By  pre- 
senting improved  methods  but  a  few  steps  ahead  of  what  the 
people  already  know,  they  are  able  to  take  those  steps  and 
secure  better  equipment,  use  it,  and  gradually  rise  to  higher 
levels  of  living.  All  such  help  given  in  the  name  and  spirit 
of  Christ  brings  the  people  of  the  land  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  Christian  church. 

Pray  for  the  Bollingers  as  they  declare  Christ  by  word  and 
deed. 

The  Prayer  for  Missions  Calendar  for  1941-1942  directs 
us  to  pray  for  two  of  our  China  missionaries  during  this 
week.  Sister  Minerva  Metzger  and  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  are 
now  home  from  China.  Both  of  them  hope  that  the  way  will 
soon  open  for  the  return  of  the  missionaries  to  Shansi. 

Keep  your  Prayer  Calendar  with  your  Quarterly  in  your 
Bible  and  each  morning  during  family  worship,  remember 
the  missionaries  at  the  throne  of  grace. 


MINERVA   METZGER 


MARY    SCHAEFFER 
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"Now  that  you  have  spent  your  last  copper  for  tadi, 
why  not  make  this  drink  your  last  one?  Then  in  the 
future,  spend  the  little  wage  you  receive  neither  for 
tadi  nor  for  cough  medicine  but  for  real  food  and 
clothes  for  yourself  and  family." 

"Yes,  yes,  what  you  tell  me  is  very  good,  very  good." 
Then,  drowsiness  growing  upon  him,  he  relaxed  over 
against  the  tree  near  which  he  was  sitting.  At  that 
time,  children  came  to  learn  songs  and  the  man  was 
forgotten.  We  do  not  know  when  he  left.  But  it  is 
hoped  that  in  his  more  sober  moments,  his  reasoning 
may  clear  and  that  he  will  say  not,  "I  may  give  up  tadi 
drinking,"  but,  "I  will  give  it  up." 

Dahanu,  India. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

Jim  Turner,  a  resident  of  Quaker  Hill,  offers  the  fol- 
lowing bit  of  good  advice  concerning  a  garden.  "Be- 
sides our  large  potato  field  we  possess  a  small  garden 
which  is  specially  reserved  for  the  planting  of  green 
vegetables,  such  as  peas,  beans,  onions,  carrots  and  rad- 
ishes. Special  attention  is  given  to  this  small  essential 
garden,  because  it  is  to  Quaker  Hill  as  America's  two- 
ocean  navy.  The  garden  is  weeded  and  watered  fre- 
quently. People  may  think  that  it  is  useless  to  spend 
time  working  a  garden,  but  if  I  may  say  so,  they  would 
be  making  a  grave  mistake,  because  during  this  period 
we  are  going  through,  no  one  can  predict  the  future.  In 
the  future  many  sacrifices  will  have  to  be  made.  Peo- 
ple will  have  less  money  to  spend  and  possibly  if  a  crisis 
arises  there  may  be  a  shortage  of  food.  If  a  person  has 
had  some  practical  experience  in  gardening,  he  will  be 
more  independent  than  others  who  haven't  been  so  far- 
sighted  as  the  people  at  Quaker  Hill." 

Elizabeth  Perry  says:  "Someone  has  compared  Quak- 
er Hill  to  a  railroad  station,  one  of  the  many  on  the  long 
trek  from  the  Old  World.  I  should  hope  it  becomes 
much  more  than  that,  a  place  where,  however  tempo- 
rary or  however  long  the  waits  may  be,  something  of 
the  peace  on  this  quiet  hill,  something  of  the  hope  in 
this  spring  air  can  enter  into  each  heart.  Life  is  for  the 
growth  of  all  living  things.  The  darkest  moments, 
therefore,  come  when  one  feels  uprooted.  To  trust  new 
soil,  to  let  the  roots  go  deep  and  strengthen  again,  that 
is  the  hope  for  both  broken  plant  and  man.  Nature 
works  miracles  when  she  finds  co-operation,  because 
always  she  strives  for  growth.  I  bring  you  warm  greet- 
ings and  eager  longings  that  we  may  all,  in  the  friend- 
liness and  sunshine  of  each  other's  goodwill,  find  a  nur- 
turing earth  for  the  roots  of  our  spirits." 

The  Quaker  Hill  Post  for  May  15  gives  some  interest- 
ing reports  concerning  three  new  arrivals  as  follows — 

Louis  Traugoil  is  a  lawyer  from  Duisburg,  Germany, 
who  moved  to  Belgium  in  1938.  He  spent  about  two 
years  there  before  coming  to  this  country  with  his  wife 
and  son.  .  .  .  Louis  was  active  in  general  legal  practice, 
first  in  a  partnership  and  then  in  his  own  firm.  He  has 
had  wide  experience  in  many  phases  of  law  practice 
and  was  an  active  pleader  of  cases  in  the  courts.  His 
knowledge  of  the  lumber  business,  in  which  his  father 
was  engaged,  and  accounting,  should  give  him  a  start 
toward  a  new  type  of  work  in  this  country. 

Brigiiie  Schneider  is  a  tall,  young,  unmarried  social 
worker  who  was  born  in  Konigsburg  and  lived  in  Ber- 
lin.    She  holds  a  degree  from  the  Berlin  School  of  So- 


cial Work  and  has  had  experience  in  special  instruction 
for  children  and  family  case  work,  as  well  as  vocational 
guidance.  She  lived  for  several  years  in  France  where 
she  carried  on  the  same  work  and  also  undertook  train- 
ing in  medical  massage.  She  speaks  French  fluently. 
She  is  working  to  learn  English  while  arrangements  are 
being  completed  for  her  permanent  residence  in  this 
country." 

Carl  Frucht  is  a  young  literary  editor  from  Vienna 
who  operated  his  own  agency  to  assist  authors  to  have 
their  works  published,  and  scenario  writers  to  bring 
their  works  to  movie  producers.  After  leaving  Austria 
he  spent  some  time  in  France  and  came  to  this  country 
by  way  of  Lisbon.  He  has  a  degree  in  law  from  the 
University  of  Vienna,  although  he  has  not  practiced 
this  profession." 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  May  contributions  for  the  Con- 
ference Budget  and  all  general  Boards  dnd  agencies  in 
the  budget  totalled  $9,318.97.  The  total  received  for  the 
year  beginning  March  1,  1941,  was  $21,973.33,  detail  as 

follows:  Receipts      Tolal  receipis 

for  May  since  3-1-41 

World   Wide   Missions    $  1,370.70  $  3,409.57 

Women's   Work   Project    212.85  1,164.28 

Home   Missions    30.73  101.73 

Foreign   Missions    310.45  783.49 

Junior  League  Project    54.21  109.22 

Intermediate   Project    .'.  1.00  4.00 

India    Mission    97.10  250.45 

India    Native    Worker    6.00 

India    Boarding    School    27.10  107.86 

India  Share  Plan   25.00  253.73 

India  Missionary  Supports    1,129.25  2,631.33 

India   Special   Projects    100.00 

China    Mission     84.60  208.88 

China  Native  Worker    144.94  148.65 

China   Boys'   School    5.00 

China  Share   Plan    25.00  146.25 

China  Missionary   Supports    394.44  1,297.89 

South    China    Mission    18.28  29.80 

Sweden    Mission     45.93  78.43 

Denmark    Mission    7.50 

Africa  Missionary  Supports    580.55  1,465.09 

Africa    Mission    139.00  391.31 

Africa  Share  Plan   50.00  162.52 

Africa    Leper    4.10  75.30 

Conference    Budget    Undesignated    3,679.43  6,069.41 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for: 

Board  of  Christian  Education   587.96  2,037.95 

General   Ministerial   Board    10.57 

General  Education  Board    12.05  73.77 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)  14.85 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

(at   Chicago)    104.00 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan  33.50 

Youth  Serves   294.30  691.00 

$  9,318.97  $21,973.33 
Non-Budget    items — 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    3,075.00  7,580.00 

Brethren    Service   Fund    3,406.42  12,307.56 

China   War  Relief    211.57  867.50 

Civilian   Public   Service    3,801.72  15,075.35 

European    Relief     127.54  221.55 

Finnish   Relief    5.00 

General    Relief    608.81  1,564.04 

Michigan   Work   Camp    2.00 

Refugee   Fund    3.00  40.00 

$20,553.03  $59,636.33 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 

Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  May  31, 

1941: 

Income   since   March   1,   1941    .....$24,938.28 

Income  same  period  last  year  26,314.55 

Expense  since  March  1,  1941 36,750.44 

Expense  same  period  last  year  41,988.72 

Mission   deficit  May  31,   1941    3,205.80 

Mission  surplus  April  30,  1941 6,239.19 

Decrease  in  receipts,  eliminating  surplus  May  31,  1941...     9,444.99 
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Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 

(Continued  From  Page  17) 
young  adults  have  problems  of  one  kind  or  another. 
The  church  can  help  by  enabling  the  young  adult  to  un- 
derstand God,  share  in  worship,  find  something  to  do 
and  attain  to  a  rewarding  fellowship.  Then  there  must 
be  emphasis  upon  enlistment  that  the  fellowship  of 
young  adults  may  be  enlarged  and  enriched. 

Alberta  Yoder  pointed  out  the  responsibilities  of 
adults  in  relation  to  the  alcohol  problem.  She  gave  three 
reasons  why  alcohol  is  a  major  social  problem.  First,  it 
is  habit  forming;  second,  it  profoundly  affects  the  powers 
of  the  individual,  decreasing  efficiency  and  wasting  re- 
sources of  time  and  talent;  third,  alcohol  blurs  the  spir- 
itual insights  and  thus  destroys  the  moral  life.  The 
Christian  attitude  toward  alcohol  can  be  drawn  from 
the  New  Testament.  Anything  that  lowers  the  well- 
being  of  people  should  be  opposed  by  the  church.  And 
the  place  to  begin  is  in  one's  local  community. 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  concluded  the  six-point  pro- 
gram by  an  earnest  plea  for  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
Bible  to  the  end  that  what  it  offers  may  have  a  wider 
use  in  the  everyday  of  life.  But  how?  Enrich  the 
church  school  hour;  preach  more  sermons  on  how  to  use 
the  Bible;  show  how  it  can  be  used  in  devotional  living. 

The  Conference  Crowd 

The  La  Verne  Drama  Club  was  scheduled  to  give  a 
temperance  play  at'  4:30  o'clock  at  the  college  audi- 
torium. Your  reporter  started  on  the  way  in  what  he 
thought  was  good  time.  But  he  soon  found,  as  all  have 
been  finding  since  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  that  the 
Conference  crowd  is  here  ahead  of  time.  Or,  is  the 
crowd  to  be  larger  than  was  expected?  At  any  rate, 
with  respect  to  the  temperance  play  we  had  to  be  con- 
tent with  peeking  into  a  crowded  room.  Things  seemed 
to  be  in  process  of  going  forward  as  planned  so  we  went 
our  way  to  care  for  other  matters. 

Appreciation  for  Three  Good  Men 

The  most  pressing  of  these  other  matters  was  a  dinner 
to  be  given  in  honor  of  three  good  men  who  have  served 
the  church  long  and  well.  The  three  are  J.  E.  Miller, 
Secretary  of  Conference;  Chas.  D.  Bonsack,  Secretary  of 
the  General  Mission  Board;  Edward  Frantz,  Editor  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  Two  hundred  friends  met  at  the 
Bonita  High  School  to  eat  with  these  three  brethren, 
offer  some  words  of  appreciation,  and  hear  their  re- 
sponses.   It  was  an  appropriate  and  delightful  affair. 

Welcome  to  La  Verne 

The  appreciation  dinner  ran  a  little  longer  than  was 
expected,  but  even  this  did  not  prevent  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  formalities  of  the  official  welcome  to  La 
Verne.  For  it  seems  that  rather  promptly  at  7:30  o'clock 
the  program  at  the  Park  Auditorium  went  forward  as 
per  schedule,  while  the  man  who  was  to  reply  to  the 
welcome  tarried  with  the  crowd  at  the  appreciation  din- 
ner. This  is  how  it  happened  that  Mayor  E.  R.  Blicken- 
staff  was  able  to  give  his  address  of  welcome,  hear  a 
first  reply  by  Conference  Director  Paul  B.  Studebaker, 
pinch  hitting  for  the  official  responder,  and  then  listen 
to  the  official  response  by  Warren  D.  Bowman,  all  of 
which  seemed  to  indicate  that  we  were  not  only  wel- 
come to  La  Verne  but  twice  thankful  in  our  hearts. 

The  Annual  Memorial  Service 

The  next  on  the  program  was  the  Annual  Memorial 


Service  held  in  recognition  of  the  services  of  the  min- 
isters who  have  passed  on  during  the  year.  An  official 
of  the  Pastor's  Association  is  always  in  charge;  this  time 
it  was  Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse,  president  of  the  association.  If 
your  reporter  counted  correctly  as  the  names  were  read, 
at  least  thirty-five  of  our  ministers  are  known  to  have 
finished  their  labors  during  the  past  year. 

Building  With  Christ 

The  evening  sermon  was  preached  by  Bro.  James  El- 
rod,  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Wichita, 
Kans.  His  subject  was:  Building  With  Christ.  This  is 
the  theme  for  the  brotherhood  church  year  beginning 
this  fall.  Bro.  Elrod  remarked  that  kingdom  building  is 
not  harder  than  it  has  ever  been  though  our  times  are 
difficult.  There  is  a  kingdom  to  be  building  and  the 
need  is  for  all  Christian  forces  to  join  hands  in  the  task. 
The  stones  to  be  used  are  such  as  love,  sacrifice  and 
service.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  can  well  make  use 
of  the  historic  materials  that  have  characterized  its 
building.  For  example,  friendliness  and  simple  living. 
A  time  is  coming  when  there  must  be  a  settlement  and 
Brethren  should  be  prepared  to  maintain  their  stand- 
ards of  integrity  and  worthy  living. 

A  Word  About  the  Music 

The  Conference  Choir  shared  in  the  evening's  service 
and  gave  a  good  account  of  itself.  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill 
was  in  charge  and  was  making  great  progress  getting 
his  singers  in  trim  for  the  week-end  services  when  the 
big  crowd  is  always  present. 


Friday,  June  20 

Men's  Work  Breakfast 

In  the  cool  of  the  morning  the  second  Men's  Work 
breakfast  conference  was  held  at  Fellowship  Hall.  A 
good  crowd  was  present  to  hear  special  music  by  the 
La  Verne  College  men's  quartet,  two  solos,  and  an  ad- 
dress by  Bro.  Harl  L.  Russell,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Men's  Work.  His  subject  was:  Men,  Min- 
isters and  Miracles.  The  thing  he  emphasized  was  that 
laymen  have  unlimited  opportunities  to  minister.  At- 
tention was  called  to  the  fact  that  Christ  called  twelve 
laymen  to  be  his  apostles.  As  for  areas  of  service,  a  lay- 
man will  find  opportunities  in  the  field  of  his  occupation, 
in  family  relations,  in  social  connections,  and  in  the 
church  fellowship.  Mere  attendance  at  church  is  not 
enough;  there  are  six  days  besides  Sunday  on  which  one 
can  work  for  the  Lord.  The  sum  that  one  can  give  to 
any  cause  is  one's  self,  and  here  is  where  the  layman 
can  make  his  great  contribution.  Men  with  a  sense  of 
mission  can  perform  miracles  even  today. 

The  Good  Community 

Meanwhile  the  women  were  having  their  program. 
Your  reporter  came  in  as  Dr.  D.  Welty  Le  Fever  was 
discussing  a  recent  study  of  community  life.  In  a  re- 
view of  some  300  cities,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  was  rated  as 
the  best  American  city.  In  answer  to  what  makes  a 
good  community,  Dr.  Thorndyke  credits  60%  to  the 
quality  of  the  people  and  25%  to  income.  That  is,  it 
takes  income  to  be  a  good  city;  but  more  basic  than 
wealth  are  the  moral  and  mental  qualities  of  a  people. 
What  can  be  done  to  improve  a  community?  Face  the 
facts,  improve  the  individuals  and  encourage  the  com- 
ing of  good  people.  The  church  can  do  several  things  to 
improve   a   city;   among   them,   support   welfare   needs, 
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furnish  funds  for  such  work,  contribute  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  community. 

The  playlet,  The  Nelson  Family  Crusade,  turned  out 
to  be  a  reading,  ably  presented  by  Miss  Barbara  Davis. 

The  morning's  program  was  closed  with  selections  by 
the  La  Verne  Children's  Choir  of  forty  voices. 

Our  Church  in  Community  Relationships 

The  concluding  service  for  Friday  forenoon  was  held 
in  the  Park  Auditorium.  The  crowd  in  attendance  was 
one  of  true  Annual  Meeting  proportions.  Coming  over 
to  the  services,  we  noted  a  truck  load  of  seats  being 
brought  up.  Evidently  the  California  brethren  are  be- 
ginning to  wonder  if  they  will  be  able  to  care  for  the 
growing  crowd,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  even 
McPherson,  Kans.,  was  included  as  a  part  of  California 
by  one  enthusiastic  men's  worker. 

The  subject  up  for  consideration  was  that  of  the  place 
of  our  church  in  community  relationships.  The  first 
speaker  was  Bro.  Ralph  White.  He  began  by  pointing 
out  that  the  insistence  upon  better  relations  as  between 
nations,  communities  and  individuals  is  a  principle 
which  should  hold  with  reference  to  church  relation- 
ships. The  speaker  pointed  out  several  ways  in  which 
we  can  co-operate  with  other  church  bodies:  as  in  the 
ministerial  fellowship,  occasional  union  meetings,  shar- 
ing convictions,  community  evangelism,  and  by  empha- 
sizing the  things  on  which  groups  agree.  Protestants 
already  have  unity  in  worship,  as  witness  the  hymnbook 
with  hymns  from  many  writers. 

The  second  message  was  a  pleasant  variation — being 
a  message  in  song  by  Roland  Colliston.  Then  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  topic  was  resumed  with  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder 
speaking  to  the  point  of  co-operation  with  other  than 
church  community  agencies.  Bro.  Yoder  indicated  that  the 
schools,  labor,  the  Farm  Bureau,  hospitals  and  the  Red 
Cross  seem  to  be  reaching  out  to  do  things  in  the  sphere 
of  the  church.  But  is  there  not  a  basis  for  some  degree 
of  co-operation?  It  may  be  revealing  to  remember  that 
the  church  has  pioneered  in  all  these  things,  but  now 
why  not  bid  these  emerging  agencies  Godspeed  rather 
than  to  forbid!  If  the  competition  for  a  time  seems  too 
severe,  a  community  council  might  allocate  the  avail- 
able time. 

The  last  speaker  was  Bro.  Paul  K.  Brandt,  speaking  of 
yet  other  possible  lines  of  united  effort,  particularly  in 
the  field  of  the  rural  church.  Evangelism  is  the  first 
area  for  co-operative  effort,  for  most  rural  churches  are 
interested  in  religion,  and  will  respond  to  a  warm  in- 
vitation. The  church  should  make  it  a  point  to  know 
the  special  needs  of  families  and  individuals  and  seek 
to  minister  to  them.  For  the  church  that  does  not  try 
to  meet  community  needs  will  lose  out  and  perhaps  de- 
serves to  do  so.  Land  ownership  presents  another  prob- 
lem ripe  for  co-operative  effort.  Perhaps  we  should 
have  an  agency  for  bringing  owners  and  purchasers  or 


"A  farmer  was  trying  to  mend  a  piece  of  machinery. 
Everything  he  wanted  to  loosen,  stuck;  and  everything 
he  tried  to  fasten,  came  loose.  He  was  tried  almost  be- 
yond endurance.  His  wife,  who  was  helping  him,  was 
unconsciously  humming  a  hymn  of  patience.  He  was 
able  to  keep  back  the  angry  words  and  in  due  course, 
the  job  was  accomplished.  He  told  the  story  often  after- 
ward, and  with  great  joy  for  his  triumph  over  a  trying 
situation." 


renters  together.     In  a  word,  the  church  needs  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  whole  of  man's  life. 

The  Church  in  Wartime 

Rise  Up,  O  Men  of  God  was  a  fine  beginning  for  the 
main  program  of  the  afternoon.  And  when  it  was  fol- 
lowed a  little  later  by  O  Beautiful  for  Spacious  Skies 
and  Strong  Son  of  God,  Immortal  Love,  the  worshipful 
atmosphere  was  deepened.  The  unusual  feature  of  this 
worship  period  was  that  by  request  of  Chairman  Zigler, 
who  had  introduced  him,  it  was  directed  by  the  speaker 
of  the  occasion,  Kirby  Page.  He  prefers  to  be  known 
thus  by  his  simple  name.  A  choice  selection  of  Scrip- 
ture gems  continued  the  preparation  of  the  congregation 
for  the  stirring  message  to  follow.  A  fervent  prayer 
and  more  singing  completed  that  preparation. 

The  speaker  began  his  address  with  the  proverb  that 
man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity.  The  message  was 
a  development  of  that  thought.  In  the  present  world 
situation  man  is  coming  to  the  end  of  his  rope.  The 
prospect  ahead  is  ruin  for  the  leading  nations  of  the 
world,  America  included.  This  is  the  opportunity  of  the 
church.  We  must  help  Christians  to  realize  and  to  prac- 
tice the  presence  of  God.  We  must  see  him  at  work,  as 
we  easily  can,  in  nature,  in  human  beings  who  have 
lived  close  to  God,  especially  our  Lord.  We  must  do 
this  in  our  homes,  restoring  the  family  altar. 

We  must  interpret  the  cross  of  Christ  to  ourselves  and 
to  others.  We  must  see  in  it  God's  way  of  dealing  with 
evil  and  evil  men.  We  must  relieve  suffering  and  sup- 
port the  victims  of  war  hysteria.  We  must  help  men  to 
see  that  God  is  seeking,  not  to  crush  evildoers  but  to 
win  them  to  himself  in  loving  fellowship,  and  that  this 
cannot  be  done  by  force.  We  must  trust  God's  way, 
which  is  the  way  of  love. 

The  question  period  which  followed  was  interesting 
and  enlightening.  The  questions  came  in  thick  and  fast, 
more  than  could  be  considered  in  the  half  hour  allotted 
to  this  feature.  We  think  everybody  felt  that  it  was 
very  much  worth  while.  Why  God  does  not  strike  Hit- 
ler dead  and  all  the  rest  of  related  import  were  well 
handled. 

Thirteen  India  Missionaries 

That's  how  many  are  at  the  La  Verne  Conference,  in- 
cluding those  recently  returned  and  all  who  have  ever 
served  on  that  field,  even  to  one  of  the  three  pioneers, 
Sister  Mary  E.  Stover.  The  others  are  D.  L.  Forney, 
Ellen  Wagoner  Forney,  I.  S.  Long,  Effie  S.  Long,  Eliza 
Miller,  Baxter  Mow,  Anetta  Mow,  Edward  K.  Ziegler, 
Kathryn  Ziegler,  A.  Raymond  Cottrell,  Ida  C.  Shumaker, 
Ida  Metzger.  They  all  had  part  in  the  missionary  pres- 
entation over  in  the  college  auditorium,  and  the  most 
appreciated  fact  about  it  was  the  presentation  of  the 
missionaries. 

They  sat  or  stood,  and  talked  about  the  happenings 
on  the  field  from  the  earliest  days  down  to  the  present. 
Those  who  have  been  retired  the  longest  asked  the  oth- 
ers how  things  have  been  going  in  recent  years.  They 
talked  of  persons  they  had  known  and  loved,  recalling 
names,  peculiarities  and  unusual  doings,  humorous  and 
serious.  Naturally  Sister  Stover,  first  on  the  field  and 
longest  away,  led  off  with  the  questioning  and  so  they 
went  down  the  line  until  all  had  their  say.  It  was  a 
presentation  all  right  of  the  missionaries,  by  the  mis- 
sionaries, but  for  the  delighted  people  packed  into  the 
room,  main  floor  and  balcony. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Goals  and  Plans 
of  the  Local  Church 

For  1941-42 

Planning  the  Program  of  the  Local  Church 

By   L.    Avery   Fleming,    General    Secretary,    Board    of   Christian 
Education 

Introduction 

Last  week's  Church  at  Work  section  of  the  Gospel 
Messenger  provided  an  excellent  background  and  per- 
spective for  determining  the  future  goals  and  program 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  America  and  in  the 
world.  The  purpose  of  this  week's  section  is  to  offer 
suggestions  for  setting  up  and  realizing  these  goals  in 
terms  of  a  planned  program  in  the  local  church. 

Why  Should  Churches  Be  Goal-Conscious? 

A  goal  is  a  vision  of  something  hoped  for,  a  desire  yet 
unrealized,  or  a  focal  point  of  sustained  striving.  In 
everyday  conversation  and  writing  such  words  as  ob- 
jective, aim,  purpose,  outcome  and  end-product  are 
used  to  describe  the  goals  we  wish  to  reach.  Without 
goals  a  church  cannot  "press  forward,"  for  it  has  no  way 
of  discovering  in  what  direction  "forward"  lies. 

Goals  that  are  thoughtfully  and  clearly  stated  are  in- 
dispensable parts  of  a  well-planned  church  program. 
Ten  important  values  of  goals  may  be  listed  as  follows: 

1.  They  encourage  a  planned  church  program. 

2.  They  help  create  a  forward-looking  attitude  on  the 
part  of  the  church  membership. 

3.  They  awaken  and  inspire  enthusiasm,  loyalty  and 
devotion. 

4.  They  are  incentives  to  effort  and  help  generate  and 
release  energy. 

5.  They  inspire  co-operative  effort. 

6.  They  make  the  church  program  seem  more  worth 
while. 

7.  They  put  meaning  into  time  schedules. 

8.  They  give  continuity  and  climax  to  the  work  of 
the  church. 

9.  They  furnish  a  yardstick  for  measuring  progress. 
.10.  They  test  the  quality  of  a  church's  faith. 

How  Should  Goals  Be  Stated? 

Goals  should  be  both  general  and  specific.  In  1929 
the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education  listed 
seven  important  goals  of  religious  education  for  adults. 
In  1940  these  were  enlarged  to  fifteen  and  were  applied 
to  adults,  young  people  and  children.  Our  Board  of 
Christian  Education  has  summarized  the  tasks  of  the 
church  in  terms  of  three  general  goals:  (1)  To  secure 
the  acceptance  of  Christ  as  personal  Savior,  (2)  to  bring 
about  the  development  of  Christian  character,  and  (3) 
to  promote  service  to  society. 

It  is  very  important  for  the  members  of  the  local 
church  to  share  in  the  statement  of  both  general  and 
specific  goals.  General  goals  are  the  same  regardless 
of  situations,  but  the  specific  goals  may  vary  with  dif- 
ferences in  circumstances.  The  more  specific  goals  will 
express  the  actual  steps  to  be  taken  or  the  things  to  be 


done.  The  greater  part  of  the  effort  of  any  local  church 
will  be  directed  toward  the  people  and  the  situations  in 
the  community  where  the  church  is  actually  located. 

How  May  the  Program  of  the  Local  Church  Be  Planned? 

Religious  leaders  who  are  responsible  for  the  edu- 
cational work  in  the  local  church  will  find  Nevin  C. 
Harner's  well-written  book,  The  Educational  Work  of 
the  Church,  very  useful  in  giving  a  clear  and  practical 
picture  of  the  church's  total  educational  program. 

Improving  the  Total  Program  of  Your  Church  is  the 
title  of  an  excellent  43-page  guide  for  studying  and  bet- 
tering the  work  of  churches.  It  provides  guidance  for 
conducting  several  planning  sessions  of  local  churches 
which  desire  to  build  their  program  in  a  democratic  and 
realistic  manner.  It  seeks  co-operatively  to  find  an- 
swers to  seven  important  questions: 

1.  What  are  the  strong  and  weak  points  in  our  pres- 
ent program? 

2.  What  goals  does  our  church  seek? 

3.  What  shall  be  included  in  the  program  of  our 
church? 

4.  How  shall  we  organize  to  carry  on  our  program? 

5.  How  can  we  enlist  and  develop  Christian  leaders? 

6.  What  are  our  needs  in  building  and  equipment? 

7.  How  shall  our  church  be  related  to  the  home  and 
other  community  agencies? 

Pastors  and  other  church  leaders  have  found  the 
above  pamphlet  to  be  brief,  concise  and  adaptable  to 
the  needs  of  many  different  types  of  local  church  situa- 
tions. It  is  highly  recommended  for  use  either  before 
or  at  the  beginning  of  the  church  year. 

Resource  Materials  for  Local  Church  Leaders 
and  Workers 

Resource  materials  may  be  ordered  from  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Price 

1.  Improving  the  Total  Program  of  Your  Church  (a 
guide  for  studying  and  bettering  the  work  of  local 
churches)     $0.15     1940 

2.  The  Educational  Work  of  the  Church,*  Nevin  C. 
Harner    1.25     1939 

3.  Church  at  Work  Calendar  1941-42  (ready  July  20) . .    .05 

4.  An  Effective  Church  School   (a  simplified  standard)    .10    1941 

5.  Leadership  Education  in  the  Local  Church   (annual 

guide  and  report  form)    Free    1938 

6.  Enlisting  and  Developing  Church  Workers  (revised)      .15    1941 

7.  The  Workers'  Conference   10    1937 

*Available  from  the  Loan  Library,  also. 
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8.  Standard  Leadership  Curriculum,  First  and  Second 

^  Series     Free 

9.  First    Series    Courses,    Standard    Leadership    Cur- 
riculum     10 

10.  Second   Series   Courses,   Standard  Leadership   Cur- 
riculum     20 

11.  Growth  in  Christian  Service  15 

12.  Self-Rating    Scale   for    Church    Workers,    per   dozen 
copies    25 

13.  Guide  for  Offering  First  Series  Courses  in  Workers' 
Conferences     10 

14.  Manual  for   Deans   Who   Administer   Second   Series 
Courses    10 

15.  The  Local  Church  Library    Free 

16.  Brethren  Loan  Library  Catalog    Free 

17.  Christian  Education  and  Missionary  Literature  Cat- 
alogue     Free 

18.  Pictures  Tell  the  Story  (visual  education  catalogue)    Free 


1939 

1941 

1941 
1937 

1937 

1936 

1940 
1941 
1941 

1941 
1941 


Some  Goals  of  Adult  Work  for  1941-42 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 
General  Goals 
The  adult  program  purposes  to  deepen  the  spiritual 
life  and  broaden  the  Christian  service  of  adults  in  the 
churches  of  America.  The  future  of  the  church  depends 
as  much  upon  the  success  of  this  endeavor  as  any  other 
thing.  If  adults  are  careless  and  indifferent,  the  whole 
church  program  bogs  down;  if  they  are  alert  and  active 
the  whole  program  tends  to  go  forward.  Adult  be- 
havior is  exceedingly  important. 

Specific  Goals 

We  want  adults  to  face  seriously  the  pressing  prob- 
lems of  our  day,  problems  that  arise  in  regard  to  the 
adult's  personal  religious  life,  problems  as  to  making 
their  homes  Christian,  problems  as  to  making  the 
church  effective,  and  problems  that  need  solution  in  the 
community  and  in  the  world  today.  To  do  this  the 
adult  must  know  the  Bible  as  the  book  to  live  by. 

Before  we  can  have  action  in  the  solution  of  any  of 
these  problems  we  must  get  information  through  care- 
ful study  and  investigation  and  power  through  worship. 

Every  agency  in  the  adult  field  is  to  be  used  in  the 
program.  Each  agency  such  as  Men's  Work,  Women's 
Work,  Sunday  morning  Bible  Class,  Sunday  evening 
discussion  group,  young  adult  fellowship,  Missionary 
Society,  is  expected  to  make  its  contribution,  keeping  in 
mind  the  total  task  to  be  accomplished.  No  part  of  the 
adult  job  is  to  be  omitted  and  duplication  of  effort 
should  be  eliminated  as  far  as  possible.  The  leaders  of 
each  agency,  together  with  the  pastor  and  elder,  should 
confer  regularly  as  to  what  needs  to  be  done  with  and 
through  adults  and  make  assignments  of  specific  re- 
sponsibility. They  should  also  discuss  ways  in  which 
the  whole  group  of  adults  can  join  in  doing  a  certain 
piece  of  work.  Our  best  tested  example  of  such  united 
effort  is  the  January  School  of  Missions,  now  being  used 
in  so  many  churches.  The  School  of  Missions  is  not 
Women's  Work  or  Men's  Work  as  such,  but  a  project 
promoted  by  all  of  the  adults  plus  young  people,  chil- 
dren, and  the  pastor.  Such  co-operation  gets  the  job 
done  most  effectively  but  does  not  advertise  any  par- 
ticular organization. 

The  adult  program  aims  at  a  larger  use  of  Learning  for 
Life.  This  is  the  name  of  a  study  program  which  is 
sometimes  referred  to  as  graded  lessons  for  adults. 
These  elective  courses  are  approved  by  the  Interna- 
tional Council  of  Religious  Education  the  same  as  the 
uniform  lessons  used  in  so  many  Sunday  schools.  Many 
of  our  adult  classes  are  trying  these  courses  for  a  quar- 


ter now  and  then.  Some  twenty-five  of  these  courses 
have  been  listed  with  texts  and  prices  in  a  free  folder 
called  Study  Courses  for  Adults.  These  are  distributed 
by  the  Adult  Department  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation. 

Almost  every  local  church  would  do  well  to  have  an 
adult  discussion  group  meeting  Sunday  evenings  at  the 
time  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  The  above-mentioned  courses 
can  be  used;  also  outlines  appear  each  week  in  the 
Church  at  Work  section  of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

The  adult  program  aims  at  a  greater  appreciation  of 
and  helpfulness  to  the  young  adults  of  the  church.  Every 
effort  should  be  made  to  help  these  strong  young  people 
understand  and  enter  into  their  opportunities  and  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  adult  life  of  the  church.  Help 
should  be  given  them  in  their  efforts  to  solve  their  prob- 
lems of  setting  up  the  new  home,  finding  homes  for  the 
unmarried,  getting  started  in  a  vocation,  handling 
money,  establishing  fellowship,  recreation,  etc. 

It  is  our  hope  that  every  church  will  invest  $1.25  in 
the  ten  manuals  of  adult  work.  These  are  the  result  of 
much  study  by  adult  leaders  in  many  churches  over  a 
period  of  years.  They  offer  help  in  method,  courses 
with  young  adults,  adult  projects,  the  family,  personal 
religion,  and  social  action. 

Leaders  of  adults  are  to  be  trained  in  the  United 
Christian  Adult  Movement  Conferences  of  which  there 
are  ten  of  one  week  duration  this  summer.  These  are 
distributed  across  the  United  States,  and  information 
concerning  them  has  been  widely  distributed  among  our 
people.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  a  number  of  adult 
camps  of  our  own. 

Such  free  literature  as  The  Church  Worker  With 
Adults  and  His  Problems,  Adult  Work  in  the  Local 
Church,  Study  Courses  for  Adults,  and  Adult  Recreation 
are  intended  to  help  fit  the  adult  leader  for  his  job.  The 
Loan  Library  also  has  listed  and  makes  available  books 
in  this  field.  Every  leadership  training  school  or  effort 
should  offer  help  to  the  leaders  of  adults. 


Goals  for  Young  People  1941-42 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 
We  are  interested  primarily  in  helping  youth  to 
achieve  noble  character  integrated  around  the  life  of 
Christ— a  personality  with  stability,  poise,  courage  and 
the  ability  to  live  up  to  his  highest  ideals  in  the  midst 
of  conflict.  In  addition  to  personal  integrity  Brethren 
young  people  must  have  a  social  conscience.  They  must 
be  aware  of  the  kind  of  world  in  which  they  live  and 
possess  the  creative  ability  to  go  out  and  attempt  to 
build  in  a  world  that  is  being  destroyed.  This  general 
objective  with  its  bi-focal  approach  is  constantly  kept  in 
mind  as  we  interpret  our  church  theme,  Building  With 
Christ. 

Some  of  the  major  emphases  outlined  in  the  1941-42 
program  are: 

In  time  of  war  prepare  for  peace. 

The  meaning  of  Jesus  for  my  life. 

Christians  and  a  better  world. 

How  God  works. 

Personal  religious  living. 

Religion  in  everyday  life,  and  others. 

Reaching  every  young  person  in  all  of  our  churches 
looms  large  in  our  planning.  We  are  dedicated  to  serve 
youth  in  all  types  of  churches.     Each  young  person  in 
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the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  worth  and  should  be 
guided  into  a  growing  Christian  experience. 

In  our  efforts  to  reach  the  thousands  of  young  people 
for  whom  the  church  is  responsible  greater  emphasis 
must  be  placed  on  leadership.  We  are  deliberately  at- 
tempting to  reach  both  the  youth  leaders  of  youth  and 
the  adult  leaders  of  youth.  This  involves  setting  up 
qualifications,  methods  of  choosing,  tenure  of  office, 
training  in  service  and  a  constant  challenge  to  the  sig- 
nificance and  sacredness  of  the  task.  This  is  a  compre- 
hensive and  far-reaching  task,  but  we  are  determined 
under  divine  leadership  to  make  more  effective  an  ever- 
growing youth  program  in  our  brotherhood. 

Look  in  the  Messenger  of  Aug.  23  when  it  appears  for 

detailed  plans  and  suggestions  for  youth  work  in  1941- 

42. 

. •  ♦  ■ 

New  Materials  for  Your  1941-42 
Program  of  Children's  Work 

Books  cmd  Pamphlets 

At  Work  With  Children  in  the  Small  Church— Gillett.  1940.  40c. 

America's  Children — Public  Affairs  Pamphlet.  1940.  10c.  Fur- 
ther report  of  White  House  Conference  on  Children  in  a 
Democracy. 

How  Would  You  Help  a  Child  Like  This? — Issued  by  National 
Committee    on   Mental   Hygiene.     1940.     15c. 

Gold  Medal  Books  Approved  by  the  Parents'  Magazine 
for  1941 

Your  Child's  Development  and  Guidance — Meek.  1940.  $2.00. 
Told    in   pictures — 100    photographs. 

Through  Children's  Eyes— Blanche  C.  Weill.  1940.  $2.75.  True 
stories  out  of  the  practice  of  a  consultant  psychologist. 

Parents  Can  Learn— Helen  Ellwanger  Hanford.  1940.  $1.75. 
Delightfully  simple   and  practical. 

Children  in  the  Family — Florence  Powdermaker  and  Louise 
Ireland  Grimes.  1940.  $2.00.  Combines  viewpoint  of  medical 
doctor,   nursery   school   and   psychiatric  workers. 

What  Is  a  Nursery  School? — Neterer  and  Wagoner.  1940.  35c. 
Prepared  by  the  Association  for   Childhood  Education. 

How  to  Start  Publicity  for  Nursery  Education  in  Your  Com- 
munity— National  Association  for  Nursery  Education.    1941.    25c. 

Discovering  the  Lands  of  the  Bible — Hazelwood.  1939.  $1.00. 
Junior   Vacation   School  Text. 

Observing    National    Holidays    and    Church    Festivals — Martin. 

1939.  $1.00.     Weekday    Church    School   Text— Grades   Three   and 
Four. 

Child  Life  in  Bible  Times — Taylor.  1939.  $1.00.  Primary  Vaca- 
tion School  Text. 

Community  Schools  in  Action — Elsie  Clapp.  1939.  $3.75.  De- 
scribes actual  experiments  in  which  school  touches  total  com- 
munity. 

Guide  to  Community  Co-ordination.  1941.  25c.  Latest  manual 
of   Community   Co-ordinating   Council   Movement. 

Planning  the   Community   School — Engelhardt   and  Engelhardt. 

1940.  $2.00.    Dr.  Engelhardt  is  Professor  of  Education  in  Teach- 
er's College,  Columbia  University. 

Books  and  Pamphlets 

Children  and  the  Youth  of  the  Church.    10c. 

500  Books  for  Children— U.  S.   Office  of  Education.    1939.    15c. 

One  Dollar  or  Less:  Inexpensive  Books  for  School  Libraries — 
U.   S.   Office  of  Education.    1940.    5c. 

The  Vacation  Church  School  in  Rural  Communities — Blair. 
1940.    2c. 

So  You  Are  Planning  a  Vacation  Church  School — McPherson. 
1939.    2c. 

The  Meaning  of  State  Supervision  in  the  Protection  of  Chil- 
dren— Children's    Bureau.     5c. 

Habit   Clinics  for   Child  Guidance.    15c. 

Children  Can  See  Life  Whole— Mary  Ross  Hall.    1940.    $2.00. 

Important  and  New  Magazines 

Elementary  Magazine.  $1.00.  Methodist  periodical  for  chil- 
dren's workers.     Has  Junior  League  materials   in  it. 

Children's  Religion.  $1.00  per  year.  Congregational  Magazine 
for  Parents  and  Children's  Workers. 


International  Journal  of  Religious  Education.    $1.25  per  year. 

Parents'  Magazine.    $2.00  per  year. 

Children's  Activities.   $3.00  per  year.    For  children  themselves. 

Child   Life.    $2.50   per   year.    For   children   themselves. 

True  Comics.  $1.00  per  year.  For  children  themselves.  Neither 
recommended  nor  criticized.  Planned  by  Parents'  Magazine  as 
a  substitute  for  vicious  comics  on  sale  at  newsstands. 

See  Brethren  Loan  Library  Catalog  and  Catalog  of  Christian 
Education  and  Missionary  Literature  for  complete  list  of  ma- 
terials. 


Intermediates  in  1941-42 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 
The  best  thinking  at  Elgin  on  intermediate  work  dur- 
ing the  past  year  took  place  on  March  21  and  22,  1941, 
when  the  following  people  convened  for  this  specific 
task:  Mrs.  Wilbur  Bollinger,  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Fred 
Butterbaugh,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cover,  L.  A.  Fleming,  D.  D. 
Funderburg,  Inez  Goughnour,  E.  G.  Hoff,  Grace  Hol- 
linger,  J.  H.  Mathis,  Raymond  R.  Peters  and  Mark  Shell- 
haas. 

There  was  a  discussion  regarding  the  philosophy  of 
intermediate  work.  Any  intermediate  program  should 
take  into  account  the  direction  in  which  we  want  the 
church  to  go.  It  should  be  designed  to  give  the  "feel"  of 
the  church,  instill  her  ideals  and  build  a  self-respect 
which  will  help  boys  and  girls  stand  for  their  convic- 
tions even  though  they  are  in  a  minority. 

The  greatest  problem  in  intermediate  work  is  that  of 
inspiring  leadership  to  a  sense  of  responsibility  for  this 
age  group  in  local  churches. 

Some  unmet  needs  of  intermediates  were  listed  as  fol- 
lows: We  ought  to  give  more  guidance  to  the  parents 
of  intermediates;  provide  fellowship;  develop  a  con- 
sciousness of  place  in  the  church;  develop  skills — pro- 
vide for  self-expression;  develop  religious  attitudes;  a 
standard  for  guidance  of  leisure  time,  including  movies, 
radio,  reading;  social  life,  boy-girl  relationships,  and 
leadership. 

The  church  has  something  to  contribute  more  than 
can  be  given  in  a  Sunday-school  class.  There  is  a  need 
for  a  club  program.  There  was  a  feeling  that  with  cer- 
tain revisions  and  additional  helps  our  Pioneer  club 
program  can  continue  to  render  a  genuine  service  to  in- 
termediate boys  and  girls.  In  addition  it  was  felt  that 
since  a  number  of  our  churches  are  sponsoring  Boy 
Scout  troops  the  young  people's  director  should  give 
guidance  and  help  to  such  club  leaders.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  to  recognize  good  work  on  the  part  of 
intermediates  in  church  and  elsewhere. 

Look  in  the  Sept.  20  issue  of  the  Messenger  when  it 
appears  for  detailed  plans  and  suggestions  for  inter- 
mediate work  in  1941-42. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Wisdom's  Way  in  Happiness 
Scripture:     Prov.  3:13-18 

Sunday,  July  13 
I.  The  Problem  as  to  Happiness. 

1.  We  live  in  a  world  of  war,  suffering,  fear,  perse- 
cution, and  sorrow. 

2.  Some  people  who  have  been  very  unhappy  are 
discovering  ways  to  become  blissfully  happy. 

3.  Social  scientists  are  now  able  to  tell  a  person  how 
unhappy  he  is  and  what  makes  him  so,  by  the  use  of 
measuring  charts. 
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4.  Tests  indicate  that  one  person  in  seven  has  to 
struggle  at  times  against  the  idea  of  self-destruction, 
so  unhappy  has  our  society  become. 

II.  The  Solution. 

1.  Consider  the  words  of  the  wise  man — Prov.  3: 
13-18;    of   Jesus— John    15:11,    10:10;    of   Paul— Phil.    4. 

2.  Let  the  unhappy  person  check  carefully  his  re- 
ligion; his  work;  his  recreation;  his  love  life;  his  health; 
his  prosperity;  his  friends;  his  mental  conflicts;  his 
success  and  resolve  to  face  squarely  and  determine  to 
correct,  at  all  costs,  the  disturbing  factors. 


3.  Consider  the  implications  of  the  following  part 
truth,  "The  city  of  happiness  is  located  in  the  state  of 
mind." 

4.  Consult  with  your  best  friends,  your  pastor,  your 
doctor,  and  your  God. 

5.  Cultivate  the  art  of  joyful  living  even  under  dis- 
turbing circumstances.     See  Jesus,  Paul. 

6.  A  study  of  Hornell  Hart's  new  book,  Chart  for 
Happiness    ($2.00),  may  help.  * 

7.  Let  each  person  share  his  experience  in  efforts 
to  overcome  unhappiness. 


Children's  Work  in  Your  Church  and  Mine — 1941-42 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 

Let  us  continue  to  stand  by  our  job  in  children's  work  in  the  year  ahead.  Some  of  us  need  to  "stay  by  the 
stuff"  while  the  crucial  problems  of  a  war  crisis  take  the  attention  of  much  of  our  church  leadership.  We  have 
our  own  part  to  play  as  a  group  of  children's  workers.  The  morale  of  the  local  church  must  not  suffer  in  a  time 
like  this — or  our  world  program  of  peace  will  suffer!  We  must  help  hold  the  line  for  peace  in  those  places  which, 
although  not  so  dramatically  important,  are  none-the-less  foundation  stones  on  which  the  very  structure  of  our 
peace  program  rests. 


What  to  Do 

1.  Examine,  if  possible,  all  new  books,  pamphlets  and  other 
materials  for  1941-42.  Buy  as  many  as  possible  and  plan  for 
the    reading    of    them    by    all    interested    children's    workers. 

2.  Subscribe  for  as  many  of  the  periodicals  related  to  children's 
work   as  possible. 


3.  Keep  a  file  or  scrapbook  of  clippings  and  leaflets  regarding 
children's  work. 

4.  Have  a  monthly  fellowship  meeting  of  children's  workers, 
either  in  connection  with  the  general  worker's  conference,  or 
separately. 

5.  Do  some  planning  for  extra  peace  education  and  for  the 
children  in  a  time  of  war. 

6.  Let  every  children's  worker — plus  pastor  and  superintendent 
— plan  a  growth  program  for  the  year,  in  whatever  ways  seem 
best   suited   to  the  individual. 

7.  Decide  whether  your  church  is  using  the  best  possible  cur- 
riculum for  all  sessions  of  the  church  school  with  children. 


8.  With  regard  to  finance,  have  each  children's  worker  set 
down,  before  the  beginning  of  the  church  school  year,  a  list 
of  the  things  she  will  need  to  buy  during  the  year,  and  the 
approximate  cost.  Submit  to  the  church  council,  or  finance  com- 
mittee,  or  Board   of  Christian   Education   for   approval. 

9.  In  one  of  your  worker's  conferences,  review  again  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ten  Year  Program  of  Child  Welfare. 
Children's   Charter. 

Guide  for  the  Children's  Division  of  the  Local  Church. 
Report    of    the    White    House    Conference    on    Children    in    a 
Democracy. 

10.  In  your  monthly  worker's  conferences  review  the  leaflet 
dealing  with  equipment  and  arrangement  in  the  children's  de- 
partment. 

11.  Finish  up  your  Fellowship  of  Study  work,  if  you  have  been 
enrolled.     This  program  will  likely  be  completed  by  Oct.  1,  1942. 


What  to  Read 

1.  See  list  entitled.  New  Materials  for  Your  1941-42  Program  of 
Children's  Work,  free. 

2.  Children's  Religion,  $1.00  per  year.    For  parents  and  teachers. 
Elementary  Magazine,  $1.00   per   year.     For   teachers   and   ele- 
mentary superintendents. 

Parents'  Magazine,  $2.00  per  year.     For  parents  and  teachers. 

International  Journal  of  Religious  Education,  $1.25  per  year. 
For   teachers   and   elementary   superintendents. 

Brethren   Teachers'  Monthly,  75c  per  year. 

Gospel  Messenger,  $2.00  per  year;  club  rates:  75%,  $1.25;  100%, 
$1.00  per  year. 


4.  The   Workers'   Conference— Heck.     1937,    10c. 
Workers'  Conference  Manual — Shaver.     1938,   $1.00. 
Program  for  the  Workers'  Conference — Longman.     20c. 

5.  Children  in  a  Time  of  War— 1941-42,  Free. 

6.  Growth  in   Christian  Service — 1941-42,  free. 


7.  For   Sunday   School — New   Graded   Lesson   Prospectus,   free. 

For  Vacation  Church  School — Materials  Leaflet,  1941  or  1942, 
free. 

For  Junior  League — The  Junior  League  Program  for  1941-42, 
free   outline. 

For  Weekday  Church  School— The  Weekday  Church  School, 
35c.  Selecting  and  Using  Material  in  the  Weekday  Church 
School,  30c. 


Ten   Year  Program  of  Child   Welfare,  free. 

Children's  Charter,  free. 

Guide  for  the  Children's  Division  of  the  Local  Church,  1939,  30c 

America's  Children,  10c. 

10.  Equipment  and  Arrangement  for  Children's  Groups  in  the 
Church,  5c. 

11.  The   Fellowship   of   Study,   free. 


The  tiniest  bits  of  opinion,  sown  in  the  minds  of  children  in  private  life,  afterward  issue  forth  to  the  world 
and  become  a  public  opinion;  for  nations  are  gathered  out  of  nurseries  and  they  who  hold  the  leading  strings 
of  children  may  exercise  a  greater  power  than  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  government. — Charles  Kingsley. 

Give  us  the  unspoiled  child  of  this  generation  to  train  in  the  ideals  of  the  common  good,  and  we  will  give 
back  a  world  of  brothers  in  a  single  lifetime. — W.  C.  Poole. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  character  of  our  fortifications  as  the  fortification  of  character;  not  so  much  the  boys  we 
put  in  rank  as  the  rank  we  put  in  boys,  that  counts. — Source  unknown. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Charles  Larkin  Flory 
With  more  than  1,000  people  in  attendance,  making  it 
necessary  to  have  a  loud  speaker  system  so  that  those 
who  could  not  get  in   the   Salem  church  might  hear, 

Elder  J.  Perry  Prather,  as- 
sisted by  Elder  C.  F.  Mc- 
Kee,  conducted  the  funeral 
services  of  Elder  Charles 
Larkin  Flory  on  Wednes- 
day, May  14,  1941.  What  a 
tribute  it  was  to  the  life  and 
service  of  Brother  Flory  to 
see  the  large  gathering  of 
people  and  the  beautiful 
bank  of  flowers  around  the 
casket  and  the  pulpit!  Tru- 
ly he  had  a  host  of  friends, 
who  will  not  soon  forget 
the  goodness  of  his  life. 

Charles  Larkin  Flory,  son 
'of  John  and  Millie  Younce  Flory,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1872, 
«on  the  old  Flory  homestead,  near  Phillipsburg,  Ohio, 
and  died  in  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
May  12,  1941,  following  a  severe  heart  attack,  at  the 
age  of  S8  years,  5  months  and  10  days. 

He  attended  the  local  elementary  schools,  the  West 
Milton  High  School  and  Bethany  Bible  School.  He  was 
a  very  practical  man  and  gathered  much  of  his  educa- 
tion from  the  many  varied  interests  he  had  in  life.  He 
'was  well-informed  on  agricultural  problems  and  had 
.■good  business  judgment. 

He  united  with  the  Salem  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Southern  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  It  can 
truly  be  said  that  he  remained  faithful  to  his  baptismal 
vows  and  loyal  to  the  work  of  the  church  until  the  very 
last.  Only  a  partial  record  of  his  life  of  service  to  the 
church  and  the  community  can  be  included  in  this  brief 
statement  of  his  labors. 

On  Oct.  22,  1896,  he  married  Mary  Catherine  Brum- 
baugh of  Palestine,  Darke  County,  Ohio.  To  this  union 
four  children  came  as  a  gift  from  heaven,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  They  are:  Emmert  Flory  of  Casstown,  Ohio; 
Mrs.  Naomi  Flory  Heestand  of  Oak  Park,  111.;  Mrs.  Bes- 
sie Flory  McComb  of  Middletown,  Ohio;  John  Flory  of 
Middletown,  Ohio.  Mary  Catherine  Flory,  their  mother, 
died  August  24,  1925.  On  Sept.  1,  1927  he  married  Mrs. 
Etta  Helman  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

To  give  an  adequate  record  of  the  life  of  Charles  Flory 
would  be  impossible.  Only  God  in  heaven  knows  of  the 
influence  and  power  of  his  life,  of  the  many  words  of 
encouragement  and  comfort  he  has  given  to  the  fallen 
in  evangelistic  meetings  and  in  pastoral  work;  of  the 
helpful  and  heartfelt  words  of  sympathy  to  the  sor- 
rowing. Of  the  kind  admonitions  he  has  given  to  the 
saints  of  God  in  his  active  ministry,  only  eternity  will 
reveal. 

He  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  the  Salem  church  on 
March  26,  1907,  and  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  at 
Sugar  Grove  church  June  3,  1916,  by  Elders  John  Cal- 
vin Bright  and  John  Gump.  A  mere  statement  of  the 
places  he  has  served  as  pastor  can  only  partly  tell  the 
story.  He  served  as  pastor  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  from 
1913  to  1919;  as  pastor  of  the  Oakland  church  from  1919 
to   1926.     During  part  of  the  years   1926   and   1927  he 


served  the  Pitsburg  and  Ft.  Laramie  churches.  From  1927 
to  1934  he  was  pastor  of  the  Piqua  church  and  had 
served  the  Troy  church  from  1932  to  the  present  time. 
Everywhere  he  served  as  pastor  the  people  loved  him 
for  his  fine  service  and  kindly  help.  He  was  very  fond 
of  children  and  they  loved  him.  A  few  facts  reveal  that 
he  preached  325  funerals;  conducted  103  weddings; 
preached  more  than  3,500  sermons  and  conducted  scores 
of  revival  meetings.  He  served  on  Standing  Committee 
six  times  and  as  moderator  of  district  conference  many 
times.  He  served  on  the  district  ministerial  board  for 
a  number  of  years  and  was  a  member  of  the  comity  com- 
mittee of  the  district.  So  full  was  his  life  of  service  in 
the  church  that  he  will  be  missed  in  the  district  and 
brotherhood  at  large. 

There  remain  to  mourn  his  loss,  besides  his  widow, 
Etta,  and  four  children:  seven  grandchildren;  one  broth- 
er, Wilson  Flory  of  Phillipsburg;  three  sisters:  Mrs. 
Rosa  Brumbaugh  of  Washington, .  D.  C,  Katie  Flory  of 
Phillipsburg,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Minnie  Bright  of  Union,  Ohio; 
also  a  multitude  of  friends  far  and  near.  Surely  he  was 
a  good  man.  He  was  active  until  the  very  last.  He 
preached  at  Troy,  Ohio,  Sunday,  May  4,  conducted  a 
funeral  in  the  afternoon  and  attended  the  communion 
service  in  the  evening.  He  attended  the  funeral  of 
Elder  Charles  Essick  on  Thursday  afternoon,  May  8.  He 
had  always  said:  "I  want  to  die  busy  at  the  work  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  the  church."  And  he  did. 
"Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  than  a  man  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  friends.  Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye 
do  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you."  His  last  words 
to  his  wife  were,  "I  love  you  and  I  love  everybody." 
"By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if 
ye  have  love,  one  for  the  other."  Burial  was  made  in 
Bethel  cemetery,  just  a  short  distance  from  the  Salem 
church,  the  home  community  where  he  was  born  and 
spent  most  of  his  life. 

Dayton,  Ohio.  J.  Perry  Prather. 


Our  Pastor  Has  Gone  Home 

The  Troy,  Ohio,  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  suffered 
a  very  keen  loss  in  the  sudden  passing  of  their  beloved 
pastor,  Eld.  Charles  L.  Flory.  We  know,  however,  our 
loss  is  his  gain. 

The  church  was  deeply  shocked  to  receive  the  news 
of  his  critical  illness  at  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  on  Mother's  Day,  May  11,  1941.  When  in 
the  early  hours  of  Monday,  May  12,  we  learned  of  his 
passing,  our  hearts  were  bowed  in  mutual  sadness. 

Bro.  Flory  and  wife  became  the  pastors  of  the  Troy 
church  Sept.  1,  1929.  Their  home  was  a  home  of  love 
and  blessing,  and  everyone  was  always  welcome  at  any 
hour.  Our  church  has  grown  in  all  departments.  Its 
membership  has  increased  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent.  Bro.  Flory  was  dearly  loved  by  all;  especially 
was  he  a  great  favorite  of  the  little  children. 

He  never  was  too  busy  to  say  a  kind  word,  visit  the 
sick,  give  encouragement,  attend  class  meetings,  and 
minister  in  many  other  ways. 

Many  came  to  him  for  advice  in  financial  matters  as 
well  as  in  things  spiritual.  Many  lovers  came  to  talk 
over  the  starting  of  their  homes.  He  performed  many 
weddings  and  preached  many  funerals  among  us. 

As  Sunday-school  superintendent  words  fail  me  to 
express  what  I  would  like  to  say.  Bro.  Flory  always 
had  words  of  encouragement  and  appreciation  to  give 
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and  always  gave  his  fullest  co-operation.  His  Chris- 
tian life  will  always  be  an  inspiration  to  us  even  though 
we  will  not  be  seeing  him  in  his  accustomed  place  on 
Sunday  mornings.  He  has  laid  down  his  work  and  we 
are  left  to  carry  on  his  work  for  the  Master. 

It  is  the  aim  and  desire  of  each  member  of  his  con- 
gregation to  do  his  or  her  best. 

He  has  passed  through  the  gate  in  the  garden  wall  in- 
to a  fairer  and  more  beautiful  garden. 

The  beautiful  flowers,  the  many  cards  and  letters  of 
sympathy,  those  from  the  Troy  Ministerial  Board,  the 
Southern  Ohio  Ministerial  and  Mission  Boards,  and  the 
council  of  women's  work  are  all  deeply  appreciated  by 
our  loved  pastor's  wife  and  the  members  of  the  church. 

This  poem  was  selected  by  Mrs.  Flory — 

Lessons  in  Grace 

We  have  been  through  the  valley  of  weeping, 

The  valley  of  sorrow  and  pain, 
But  the  God  of  all  comfort  was  with  us, 

At  hand  to  uphold  and  sustain. 

As  the  earth  needs  the  clouds  and  sunshine, 

Our  souls  need  both  sorrow  and  joy; 
So  he  places  us  oft  in  the  furnace, 

The  dross  from  the  gold  to  destroy. 

When  he  leads  through  some  valley  of  trouble 

His  omnipotent  hand  we  can  trace; 
For  his  trials  and  sorrows  he  sends  us 

Are  parts  of  his  lessons  in  grace. 

Well  he  knows  that  affliction  is  needed; 

He  has  a  wise  purpose  in  view; 
And  in  the  dark  valley  he  whispers: 

"Hereafter,  thou'lt  know  what  to  do." 

As  we  travel  through  life's  shadowed  valley, 

Fresh  springs  of  his  love  ever  rise; 
And  we  learn  that  our  sorrows  and  losses 

Are  blessings  just  sent  in  disguise. 

So  we'll  follow  wherever  he  leadeth, 

Let  the  path  be  dreary  or  bright; 
For  we've  proved  that  God  can  give  comfort; 

Our  God  can  give  songs  in  the  night. 

— Selected. 


Troy,  Ohio. 


Mary  E.  Gnodle. 


On  the  Way 

After  leaving  Bristol,  Va.,  the  next  stop  was  at  the 
Pleasant  View  church,  Tenn.,  where  Bro.  Jesse  Clarke 
was  recently  laid  away  to  await  the  first  resurrection, 
and  where  he  and  Bro.  John  A.  Dove  of  sacred  memory 
were  chosen  simultaneously  to  the  gospel  ministry, 
within  a  few  stone's  throws  of  Bro.  Dove's  birthplace. 
Bro.  E.  J.  Rowe  is  pastor. 

Next  I  was  at  the  New  Hope  church,  where  Bro.  A. 
M.  Laughrun  is  the  senior  man.  This  is  an  interesting 
and  historic   congregation. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  session  of  the  Fun- 
damentals Associations'  Convention  in  Chattanooga,  a 
superb  religious  group.  The  auditorium  is  one  of  the 
best  to  be  found,  a  fine  spot  for  a  Brethren  General 
Conference.  The  resolutions  paper  was  a  dynamic  ap- 
peal to  President  Roosevelt  to  hold  his  pledge  to  keep 
the  United  States  from  war. 

The  Oneonta  Brethren  group  is  led  by  Bro.  E.  M.  Cul- 
ler. They  know  how  to  make  it  interesting  to  the  pass- 
ing visitor.  The  Alabama  lands  bordering  the  great 
Tennessee  River  are  fertile  and  beautiful. 

Bro.  Leighton  is  the  hope  of  the  work  of  the  Lone 


Star  church  among  many  youth.  The  trip  from  Bristol 
to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  was  rounded  up  in  Nashville  with 
Brother  and  Sister  John  White  and  others.  They  are 
fine  and  conservative.  It  was  a  treat  here  to  meet  and 
chat  with  a  former  schoolmate  at  Bridgewater  after 
more  than  fifty  years. 

The  "on  the  way"  interest  and  fellowship  are  greatly 
enjoyed  by  one  whose  youth  still  lingers. 
Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Barker-Childress. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  uncle  in  Rockford,  111.,  May  6,  1941,  Donald  Barker  and 
Ruby    Childress. — Oliver   Dearing,    Calhoun,   111. 

Beckner-Collins. — By  the  undersigned  at  Airpoint,  Va.,  June  7, 
1941,  Col.  Edward  Beckner  and  Edna  Mae  Collins,  of  Bent  Moun- 
tain, Va. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Blickensiaff-Melzler. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Second  South 
Bend  Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  1,  1941,  Zera  Blickenstaff  of 
North  Manchester  and  Mary  Metzler  of  South  Bend. — Edward 
Stump,  North  Liberty,  Indiana. 

Blomquisl-Messamer. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Panther 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  8,  1941,  Milford  Blomquist 
and  Jessie  Messamer. — L.  A.  Walker,  Adel,  Iowa. 

Boyer-Kurlz. — By  the  undersigned,  June  7,  1941,  Bro.  Carl 
Boyer  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Kurtz,  both  of  Myerstown,  Pa.,  in 
their  newly  built  home. — Jonathan  F.  King,  Myerstown,  Pa. 

Eikenberry-Rhoades. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Astoria 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  8,  1941,  Bro.  Lorrell  Eikenberry  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Sister  Nelda  Rhoades  of  Astoria,  111. — Otho 
Winger,   North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Finney-Roose. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Second  South  Bend 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  8,  1941,  Orban  Finney  and  Donna- 
belle  Roose,  both  of  South  Bend. — Edward  Stump,  North  Lib- 
erty,   Ind. 

Lyons-Peiry. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Richmond  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  May  21,  1941,  Edward  Lyons  and  Naomia  Petry, 
both   of  Richmond,    Ind. — E.   O.   Norris,   Richmond,   Ind. 

Parris-Burger. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Fairview  church, 
Iowa,  June  8,  1941,  Wayne  Parris  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Melba 
M.  Burger,  Udell,  Iowa. — Richard  Burger,  Udell,  Iowa. 

Thompson-Mesecar. — Donald  E.  Thompson  of  Clarksville  and 
Leona  Dee  Mesecar  of  Hastings  at  the  home  of  the  groom's  par- 
ents, June  1,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — Stephen  A.  Weaver, 
Freeport,    Michigan. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Borihurck,  Mary  Alice  Altenderfer,  wife  of  Pringle  Borthurck, 
died  at  Ambler,  Pa.,  May  7,  1941,  aged  86  years,  2  months  and 
23  days.  She  was  buried  in  the  Ivy  Hill  cemetery,  Philadelphia. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  son 
resides  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  One  daughter  has  given  twenty- 
five  years  to  mission  work  in  India  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
The  second  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Ambrose  Hering,  who 
is  secretary  of  the  Minor  Mission  Board  of  Lutheran  Missions  of 
New  York  City.  Sister  Borthurck's  parents  were  members  of 
the  Brethren  church  in  Mohrsville.  She  was  a  faithful  attend- 
ant of  Sister  Kratz'  Bible  class,  and  her  friendly  co-operation 
could  be  counted  on.  She  died  peacefully;  in  the  midst  of  her 
conversation  she  became  perfectly  still  and  on  examination  we 
found  that  her  spirit  had  fled  to  her  Savior. — Elizabeth  R.  Blough, 
Hatfield,   Pa. 

Bowman,  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Catherine 
Replogle,  and  wife  of  Eld.  D.  W.  Bowman,  was  born  at  Topeka, 
Kans.,  Aug.  19,  1871.  Soon  after  the  death  of  her  mother,  about 
four  years  later,  her  father  and  his  family  moved  to  Cambridge 
City,  Ind.  A  few  years  later  she  went  to  live  with  William  and 
Susan  Robinson,  with  whom  she  made  her  home  until  her  mar- 
riage. On  Oct.  15,  1891,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  D.  W. 
Bowman  of  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  where  the  early  years  of  their 
marriage  were  spent.  In  1896  they  removed  to  the  city  of  An- 
derson, Ind.,  where  they  have  since  resided.  There  were  born  to 
this  union  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  L.  S. 
Bowman  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  a  brother  of  Eld.  D.  W.  Bowman, 
writes  concerning  Sister  Bowman:  "She  was  a  devoted  wife,  a 
loving  mother  and  a  true  Christian  woman,  and  was  ideally 
adapted  to  her  husband's  profession  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel." 
Sister  Bowman  departed  from  this  life  May  22,  1941.     She  leaves 
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to  mourn  her  departure  her  companion,  a  daughter,  one  sister, 
two  grandchildren  and  a  host  of  friends.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Nettle  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Hagerstown 
Ind.,  with  Elders  J.  O.  Winger,  A.  P.  Musselman  and  C.  H.  Hoover 
in  charge.— J.   O.  Winger,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

BHffenmeyer,  Benjamin  L..  died  at  his  home  in  Midway  on 
May  26,  1941,  at  the  age  of  63  years,  7  months  and  2  days.  For 
the  last  fifteen  years  he  was  caretaker  and  janitor  of  the  Mid- 
way Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  he  was  also  a  member. 
Surviving  are  his  wife,  six  sons,  four  daughters,  one  brother, 
three  sisters  and  twenty-nine  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
in  the  Midway  church  were  conducted  by  Elders  Perry  H.  Sanger 
and  S.  K.  Wenger.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— 
Nora   L.    Zug,   Lebanon,   Pa. 

Carlson,  Albert,  was  born  at  Crestala,  Sweden,  in  1867,  and 
died  at  his  home  near  Gypsum,  Kans.,  on  April  22,  1941.  He, 
with  four  young  men  of  his  country,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1891.  During  the  same  year  he  located  at  Gypsum,  Kans, 
where  he  had  continued  to  make  his  home.  In  1902  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Ora  Addie  Manon.  To  this  union  were  born  one  daugh- 
ter and  one  son.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  faithful.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  two  children,  five  grandchildren  and  other 
relatives.  Funeral  services  were  held  April  24  in  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Gypsum.  Bro.  Forrest  Groff,  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Holland.  Kans.,  officiated,  assisted  by  Rev  Frank 
Deaver  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Gypsum.  Interment  was  in  the 
Gypsum   cemetery.— Mrs.   Harry  R.  Lehman,  Abilene,  Kans. 

Cline,  Mary  Virginia,  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Mary  Pritchert 
was  born  Sept.  8,  1872,  and  passed  away  May  23,  1941  On  Nov' 
7n;,189E'  She  Was  married  to  William  S.  Cline,  who  died  June  23, 
1921.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
since  1907.  She  is  survived  by  a  son  and  two  daughters  and  one 
brother.  One  child  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  at  the 
Mt.  Grove  church,  with  interment  at  the  Pineville  church  — 
Mrs.  A.   Fred   Cline,    Harrisonburg,   Va. 

Crouse,  Mervin,  was  born  in  Schoeneck,  Pa.,  on  May  19,  1920, 
and  passed  away  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  May  19,  1941,  on  his  twenty- 
first  birthday.  He  leaves  his  father,  mother,  one  sister  and  four 
brothers.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1934. 
He  loved  his  church  and  was  never  absent  from  services  when  it 
was  possible  for  him  to  attend.  Mervin  was  a  kind  and  gener- 
ous-hearted boy,  loved  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
liim.  His  life  will  live  on  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends. 
He  was  an  industrious  young  man,  engaged  in  farming  and  fac- 
tory work.  His  untimely  passing  came  as  a  shock  to  his  fam- 
ily and  all  who  knew  him.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Brethren  R.  P.  Bucher  and  John  L.  Myer  at  the  Mohler's 
church.  Interment  was  in  the  Steinmetz  cemetery  in  Schoeneck 
— Erla  Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa. 

Eye,  Hattie  Beulah,  died  on  April  20  at  the  age  of  47  years  in 
the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital  after  a  long  illness  accom- 
panied by  great  suffering.  She  came  to  Harrisonburg  from  the 
Beaver  Creek  church  about  fifteen  years  ago.  Her  husband, 
Charles  Eye,  died  seven  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  one 
daughter,  one  foster  daughter,  a  son,  one  sister  and  three  broth- 
ers. Bro.  Ernest  Coffman,  pastor  of  the  Beaver  Creek  congre- 
gation, preached  the  funeral  in  the  Harrisonburg  church,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Earl  Bowman.  Interment  was  in  the  Clover  Hill 
cemetery.— Mrs.   A.   Fred   Cline,   Harrisonburg,   Va. 

Fauls,  Mrs.  John,  died  in  the  Blue  Ridge  sanitorium  April  20, 
1941.  A  faithful  member  of  the  Harrisonburg  church,  she  rarely 
missed  attending  the  services.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  a  large  family  of  children,  a  brother  and  a  sister.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Higgs  funeral  parlors  by  her 
pastor,  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  and  interment  was  in  the  Wood- 
hine    cemetery.— Mrs.    A.    Fred    Cline,    Harrisonburg,    Va. 

Fisher,  William  Henry,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Fisher,  was 
born  May  12,  1867,  at  Zion,  Pa.,  and  died  March  31,  1941,  at  his 
home  in  Abilene,  Kans.  On  Dec.  24,  1891,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Anna  C.  Stark.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and 
three  daughters.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  in  1913.  On 
Oct.  24,  1917,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Burkholder  of 
Holland,  Kans.,  who  survives  him.  He  is  also  survived  by  his  two 
sons,  three  daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  one  great-grand- 
child, six  half  sisters  and  four  half  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  M.  G.  Engle  in  the  Brethren  in  Christ 
church  in  Abilene,  of  which  he  was  a  faithful  member.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  Abilene  cemetery.— Mrs.  Harry  R.  Lehman, 
Abilene,   Kans. 

Ginder,  Henry  E.,  son  of  the  late  John  and  Sarah  Eby  Ginder, 
was  born  July  12,  1885,  near  Mastersonville,  Pa.,  and  died  April 
10,  1941,  in  his  home  near  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  after  a  lingering 
illness.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early 
youth.  He  became  active  in  church  work,  serving  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  church  clerk.  In  1921  he  was  elected 
to  the  deacon's  office.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maggie 
Shelley,  who  survives,  as  do  also  one  son  and  one  daughter,  one 
brother,  three  sisters  and  five  grandchildren.  One  son  preceded 
him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Chiques  house 
by  Brethren  B.  G.  Stauffer,  David  G.  Gibble  and  Herbert  O. 
Wolgemuth.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— Mrs 
Fanny  Zug  Shearer,   Manheim,   Pa. 


Helman,  Larry  Emory,  born  to  Brother  Emory  and  Sister 
Lucille  Helman,  died  at  the  University  hospital  in  Columbus 
after  an  extended  illness,  April  27,  1941,  aged  two  years,  two 
months  and  sixteen  days.  He  is  missed  by  his  parents,  two 
brothers,  grandparents  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends  of 
the  family.  During  his  long  illness  at  the  home  and  in  the  hos- 
pital every  care  was  given  by  parents  and  nurses,  but  nothing 
could  stay  the  malady.  The  services  were  by  the  pastor  in  the 
Sidney,  Ohio,  church,  April  30,  1941,  and  burial  was  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  Hardin.— S.  S.  Blough,  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Hummer,  Henry  U.,  died  of  pneumonia  after  a  few  days'  illness 
at  the  Neffsville  Home  near  Lancaster,  Pa.,  on  May  11,  1941,  aged 
71  years,  11  months  and  12  days.  He  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  young  manhood.  He  proved  himself  a  loyal  and 
faithful  member.  He  served  the  Chiques  and  East  Fairview 
churches  as  deacon.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  employed 
as  farmer  and  fireman  at  the  Neffsville  Home.  He  is  survived  by 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  one  brother  and  three  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  East  Fairview  house  with 
Brethren  H.  A.  Merkey  and  H.  L.  Hess  officiating.  Interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Fanny  Zug  Shearer,  Man- 
heim, Pa. 

Lingofell.  Viola,  daughter  of  Nancy  and  Henry  Wehrly,  was 
born  in  Indiana,  Sept.  22,  1857.  She  passed  away  June  3,  1941,  at 
her  home  in  Surrey,  N.  Dak.  In  1879  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  George  Lingofelt,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1932.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  daughters,  who  survive  her.  Mrs.  Lingo- 
felt  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  nearly  sixty  years 
ago  and  was  always  a  faithful  member  and  worker  to  the  last. 
She  was  known  to  her  many  friends  as  Auntie  Lingofelt.  She 
lived  in  her  town  home  and  did  her  daily  household  duties  up 
to  the  very  last  day.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  Ralph  Petry,  who  is  pastor  of  the  Surrey  church,  where 
Mrs.  Lingofelt  had  attended  and  worked  since  the  early  part  of 
1900  when  the  church  was  organized  and  built. — Martha  Thomas, 
Minot,    N.    Dak. 

Livengood,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Mary  Hershberger 
Livengood,  was  born  Jan.  1,  1849,  in  Elk  Lick  Township,  and  died 
Feb.  7,  1941,  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home  in  Scalp  Level,  where  she 
spent  the  latter  years  of  her  life.  She  had  been  blind  since  the 
age  of  twenty.  She  bore  her  affliction  very  patiently  and  was 
able  to  use  her  fingers  in  needlecraft,  particularly  crocheting 
and  knitting.  Surviving  are  two  nephews.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Salisbury  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro. 
George  Yoder  of  Scalp  Level.  Burial  was  in  the  Salisbury  cem- 
etery.— Lucille    Miller,    Salisbury,    Pa. 

Martin,  Prudence  Jacobs,  aged  70  years,  died  at  her  home  near 
Welsh  Run,  Pa.,  on  April  18,  1941,  in  the  home  in  which  she  was 
born.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susan  Shank  Jacobs. 
On  June  18,  1896,  she  was  married  to  John  M.  Martin,  who  sur- 
vives. In  November  1940  she  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Waynesboro,  Pa.  Two  days  before  she  died  she  par- 
took of  her  first  communion,  which  was  administered  privately 
at  her  home.  Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  a  sister. 
Services  were  held  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  at  the 
Teeter  funeral  home  in  Greencastle,  Pa.  Interment  was  in  the 
Myers  graveyard  near  Welsh  Run. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynes- 
boro,  Pa. 

Maust,  Robert,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1901,  at  Salisbury,  Pa.,  and 
died  Jan.  10,  1941,  at  the  Veterans  hospital  in  Aspinwall.  He 
was  a  son  of  Frank  and  Ada  Lichty  Maust.  He  was  married  to 
Lucretia  Bender  and  to  this  union  was  born  one  daughter.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Salisbury  Church  of  the  Brethren 
for  many  years.  Besides  his  widow  and  daughter,  he  leaves  his 
mother,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  home  of  his  mother  in  Salisbury  by  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle. 
Interment  was  in  the  Salisbury  cemetery. — Lucille  Miller,  Salis- 
bury, Pa. 

Maust,  Sourie  Maderia,  daughter  of  James  and  Louisia  Miller 
Maust,  died  at  the  home  of  her  sister  in  Salisbury,  Pa.,  after  an 
illness  of  three  weeks.  She  was  born  July  26,  1877,  in  Elk  Lick 
Township  and  died  March  2,  1941.  In  1901  she  was  baptized  in 
the  Salisbury  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  a  faithful  and 
devoted  member.  She  was  anointed  by  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle. 
Surviving  are  one  sister,  two  brothers,  three  nieces  and  six 
nephews.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  Jay 
Replogle,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norbert  Miller.  Interment 
was  in  the  Salisbury  cemetery. — Lucille  Miller,  Salisbury,  Pa. 

Miller,  Sister  Sallie  M..  wife  of  Eld.  A.  C.  Miller,  was  born  at 
Dayton,  Va.,  Dec.  16,  1859.  Her  long  and  useful  life  spent  in  the 
Master's  service  came  to  a  close  on  April  28,  1941.  She  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  nineteen  years  old  and  lived 
a  faithful  Christian  life  until  death.  She  taught  in  the  Sunday 
school  for  many  years,  her  last  teaching  being  when  seventy- 
five  years  old.  She  went  with  her  husband  to  hold  meetings 
in  the  isolated  parts  of  Virginia,  and  was  always  willing  to  help 
in  any  way  she  could.  Her  husband  and  one  son  preceded  her 
in  death.  She  leaves  one  daughter  and  one  son,  eleven  grand- 
children, nine  great-grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  a  number 
of  nieces  and  nephews.  The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Washington 
City  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  her  pastor,  Bro.  Warren  D. 
Bowman,  officiating.  The  burial  was  at  Oakton,  Va.,  by  the  side 
of  her  husband. — Merle  Hamilton,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Miller,  Viola,  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Durst  Wilburn, 
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was  born  Sept.  13,  1868,  in  Preston  County  and  died  March  25, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  West  Salisbury.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  attended 
church  when  able  to  do  so.  She  united  with  the  church  at 
Maple  Grove,  Md.,  in  1896.  On  Jan.  14,  1891,  she  was  married 
to  Joseph  Miller.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one  daughter  and 
four  sons.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Salisbury 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle.  Interment  was 
in  the  Salisbury  cemetery.— Lucille  Miller,   Salisbury,  Pa. 

Myer,  Addie  A.,  was  born  Feb.  29,  1871,  and  departed  this 
life  April  15,  1941,  in  her  home  in  Leola,  Pa.,  after  about  three 
hours  of  illness,  caused  by  a  cerebral  hemorrhage.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Reuben  and  Louisa  Wenger  Eby.  In  April 
1894  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Oliver  W.  Myer,  who  died 
twenty-six  years  ago.  She,  with  her  husband,  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  shortly  after  their  marriage.  She  was 
a  faithful  worker  in  all  its  activities  until  her  death.  She  leaves 
to  mourn  her  departure  a  host  of  friends,  four  daughters,  three 
grandchildren,  one  brother  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Brethren  D.  S.  Myer  and  M.  J.  Weaver  in  the 
Bareville  church,  with  burial  in  the  Eby  cemetery  near  Mon- 
terey.—Susan   Overly,  Bird-in-hand,  Pa. 

Neff.  John  Samuel,  died  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hos- 
pital, May  20,  1941.  He  was  a  son  of  Eli  and  Margaret  Neff  and 
was  born  in  Timberville,  March  5,  1871.  He  came  to  Harrison- 
burg a  number  of  years  ago  seeking  greater  opportunities  in  his 
vocation,  which  was  carpentering.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Harrisonburg  church  by  Bro.  Ernest  Coffman,  pastor  of 
the  Beaver  Creek  congregation,  assisted  by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bow- 
man. Interment  was  in  the  Woodbine  cemetery. — Mrs.  A.  Fred 
Cline,   Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Richardson,  Bertha  Grace  Kugler,  aged  57  years,  died  May  3, 
1941,  at  her  home  in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  after  a  few  days'  illness. 
She  was  married  to  Arner  William  Richardson.  Two.  years  ago 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  five  daughters,  one  son,  four  sisters,  and  one  broth- 
er. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Pastor  Levi  K.  Ziegler 
at  the  home  of  her  son,  and  interment  was  in  the  Green  Hill 
cemetery. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Snider,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Erven  Snider,  was  born  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  Aug.  23,  1883.  She  died  in  the  Elkhart  General 
hospital  on  June  6,  1941.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Lydia 
Symensma.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Maple  Grove  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  her  husband  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Maple  Grove  church  on  June 
8  and  were  conducted  by  the  writer  and  George  Swihart  of 
Roann.  Burial  was  in  the  Oak  Ridge  cemetery,  Goshen,  Ind. — 
William   Brubaker,  New  Paris,   Ind. 

Swart,  William  Daniel,  son  of  John  and  Elmira  Swart,  was  born 
in  Lagrange  County,  Ind.,  Feb.  12,  1871,  and  died  May  28,  1941. 
He  lived  in  Indiana  until  1905,  when  he  came  to  Brethren,  Mich., 
and  has  lived  there  since  then,  except  for  seven  years.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1909.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  March  17,  1900,  to  Loretta  Pimlott.  To  them  were  born 
two  children.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  daughter,  a  son  and 
seven  grandchildren.  Other  near  relatives  are  two  sisters  and 
three  brothers.  Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery.  The  fu- 
neral sermon  was  by  the  writer. — E.  Edson  Ulery,  Onekama, 
Mich. 

Ulrey,  Isaac  C,  son  of  John  J.  Ulrey,  was  born  in  Kosciusko 
County,  Oct.  25,  1854.  On  Dec.  30,  1877,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mrs.  Mary  Ulrey.  They  lived  on  a  farm  near  the  Eel 
River  Church  of  the  Brethren  until  March  1927,  when  they 
moved  to  their  present  home  in  North  Manchester.  At  an  early 
age  Bro.  Ulrey  accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior  and  guide  through 
life  and  united  with  the  Eel  River  church.  When  he  and  Sister 
Ulrey  moved  to  North  Manchester  their  membership  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Manchester  church.  Bro.  Ulrey  has  always  been 
a  faithful  follower  of  Christ  and  loyal  to  the  church  he  loved. 
On  April  12,  1941,  Brother  Ulrey  departed  this  life.  He  leaves 
his  companion,  two  stepsons,  five  grandchildren,  sixteen  great- 
grandchildren and  five  great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Walnut  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  North  Manchester  with  the  writer  and  Eld.  A.  R.  Eikenberry 
in  charge. — J.  O.  Winger,  North  Manchester,   Ind. 

Umbower,  Bro.  Elmer  B.,  born  near  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  May  23, 
1867,  died  at  his  home  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  March  29,  1941.  He 
was  married  to  Sister  Margaret  Metzker  on  April  10,  1890,  the 
marriage  being  performed  by  Eld.  James  A.  Sell.  Brother  and 
Sister  Umbower  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary 
April  10,  1940.  Bro.  Umbower  united  with  the  church  early  in 
life  and  lived  an  exemplary  Christian  life,  being  always  found 
in  his  place  in  the  services  even  after  his  health  was  gone.  He 
was  one  of  the  best  financial  supporters  of  the  Roaring  Spring 
church.  Besides  his  wife,  he  is  survived  by  three  daughters,  one 
son,  a  brother  and  a  sister,  fifteen  grandchildren  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Roaring  Spring 
church  in  charge  of  the  pastor,  Bro.  J.  F.  Henry,  assisted  by  Eld. 
James  A.  Sell.  Interment  was  in  the  Fairview  cemetery,  Mar- 
tinsburg, Pa.- — Mrs.  Lena  M.  Hoover,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 

Wright,  Virginia  E.,  was  born  Sept.  24,  1869,  and  died  April  17, 
1941,  at  her  home  in  Weyers  Cave,  Va.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Barbara  Ann  Wright.     Her  parents,  three  sisters  and 


three  brothers  preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  one  sister, 
and  three  brothers.  When  a  young  girl  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  lived  faithful  to  the  end.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  aid  society  and  did  what  she  could  as  long  as 
her  health  would  permit.  She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  two 
years.  She  spent  six  months  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Sanitarium  and 
then  was  confined  to  her  bed  in  her  home  for  several  months. 
She  was  very  patient  all  through  her  long  illness.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Murray  L.  Wagner,  assisted  by  Bro. 
S.  I.  Miller.  Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  H. 
Bosserman,  Jr.,  Mount  Sidney,  Va. 

Young,  Lillian,  was  born  near  Albany,  Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1880,  the 
daughter  of  E.  E.  and  Martha  Bartlet  Davis.  She  was  married 
to  Harvey  L.  Young  on  April  18,  1900.  In  1905  they  moved  to 
Elgin.  111.,  where  they  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  four 
years'  residence  at  Crystal  Lake,  111.  For  thirty-seven  years  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  printed  word 
does  not  convey  the  warmth  and  winsomeness  of  her  personality. 
She  was  concerned  about  the  welfare  of  others.  She  had 
achieved  a  faith  that  triumphs  over  personal  ills  and  expects  the 
eventual  triumph  of  good  in  the  universe.  One  son  and  her 
husband,  who  is  foreman  in  the  bindery  of  the  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  survive,  together  with  two  brothers  and  four  sis- 
ters. Services  were  held  at  the  Norris  mortuary  in  charge  of 
Eld.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  E.  Miller.  Burial  was 
in  the  Bluff  City  cemetery.— Edith  Barnes,  Elgin,  111. 
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California 
Hermosa  Beach. — Our  Easter  services  started  on  April  6  with 
the  Sunday-school  program.  The  Easter  story  was  given  by  the 
children's  department.  On  Easter  Sunday  nine  of  our  young 
people  were  baptized  and  three  at  a  later  date.  In  the  evening 
the  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Dan  Weaver,  presented 
a  musical  service.  On  April  20  the  Eureka  Jubilee  Singers  were 
present  and  filled  the  preaching  hour  in  the  morning  with  their 
thrilling  music  as  only  the  colored  people  can.  On  May  5  our 
women  served  the  ministers  and  wives  of  the  district  with  a 
fish  dinner.  On  Mother's  Day,  Sister  Ikenberry,  missionary  to 
China,  was  with  us  and  filled  the  pulpit  in  the  morning  and  in 
the  afternoon  at  our  mother  and  daughter  tea  she  spoke  again. 
In  the  evening  there  were  several  special  numbers  of  music  in 
tribute  to  mothers.  On  May  25  the  Mason  Bell  Ringers  of  Los 
Angeles  gave  us  the  morning  program,  using  several  different 
unusual  instruments.  During  March,  April  and  May  the  women 
have  met  for  missionary  meetings,  using  the  book.  Stand  By  for 
China.  The  review  of  the  book  has  been  given  by  Mrs.  Phyllis 
Way  in  an  interesting  and  instructive  way.  Our  women  are  giv- 
ing $25  for  the  Conference  Offering.  We  invite  our  friends  to 
meet  with  us  on  Sunday  if  they  are  attending  the  La  Verne 
Conference.  We  are  about  fifty  miles  away  and  at  the  ocean.— 
Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,  Hermosa  Beach,  Calif.,  May  31. 

Colorado 
Haxtun. — On  May  7  we  were  glad  to  have  with  us  Bro.  O.  E. 
Messamer,  our  district  fieldman,  and  Bro.  Marion  M.  Stern, 
sponsor  of  young  people's  work  in  the  district.  They  showed 
pictures  and  gave  interesting  talks  concerning  their  work.  The 
baccalaureate  services  were  held  at  the  high  school  auditorium. 
May  11.  The  Rev.  Arvid  E.  Nygress  of  the  Fairfield  church  de- 
livered the  sermon.  On  April  27  we  had  no  evening  service;  our 
pastor  accompanied  the  young  people  to  Peetz,  Colo.,  to  a  C.  E. 
rally.  Our  mother  and  daughter  annual  silver  tea  and  election  of 
officers  was  held  in  the  church  basement  on  May  2.  The  follow- 
ing were  elected  as  officers:  Mrs.  Raymond  Baker,  Mrs.  Tom 
Crist,  Mrs.  Louis  Koch,  Mrs.  Rita  Chaney  and  Mrs.  Mary  Brad- 
ford. Church  letters  were  requested  recently  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edwin  J.  Witt  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Burton  and  Boise  Burton, 
who  have  moved  from  our  community.  Our  ladies'  aid  met  at 
the  church  May  22.  They  decided  to  use  the  mite  boxes  for 
another  year.  On  the  evening  of  June  5  they  served  lunch  for 
the  stockholders  of  the  farmers'  elevator.  The  aid  voted  to  give 
$50  for  paint  for  the  exterior  of  the  church.    Recent  social  activ- 

MICHIGAN,   THE  VACATION  LAND 

LITTLE  EDEN  CAMP  is  THE  SPOT  in  which  to  spend 
YOUR  VACATION.  Log  cottages  in  a  beautiful  park 
with  two  brooks,  playgrounds  and  tennis  court,  good 
water  and  modem  sanitation.  A  quiet  place  to  rest 
with  Christian  influence,  by  Portage  Lake  near  Lake 
Michigan.      Rates    reasonable.      Write    for    information. 

Little  Eden  Camp.  Onekama,  Mich. 
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ities  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  included  a  weiner  roast  on  May  22  and 
on  Sunday,  June  8,  a  covered  dish  luncheon  in  the  church 
basement.  Our  Bible  school  started  June  2  and  at  the  close  of 
the  first  week  the  average  attendance  was  fifty-six.  The  chil- 
dren decided  that  their  offering  shall  go  to  provide  milk  for 
babies  in  China.  Some  of  our  members  from  other  places  who 
visited  us  on  Sunday,  June  1,  included  Mrs.  Julia  McCulloch  and 
son,  Lawrence;  Miss  Maude  Kinzie;  Gwendolyn  Erickson;  Carl 
Wells  and  Keith  Hart.  We  were  glad  to  have  with  us  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Daryl  Parker  and  their  sons  on  June  1.  They  are  mission- 
aries to  China  and  gave  us  interesting  talks  and  pictures  of 
their  work.  On  June  8  Brother  and  Sister  H.  A.  Brandt  and 
daughter  and  Bro.  E.  M.  Hersch  from  Elgin,  111.,  were  here 
for  our  evening  service.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Annual  Con- 
ference.— Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,   Colo.,  June  9. 

Florida 

Winter  Park. — A  number  of  our  people  attended  the  district 
Sunday-school  convention  at  the  Arcadia  church  on  May  18. 
Our  men's  work  enjoyed  a  social  get-together  and  fish  fry  the 
evening  of  May  5.  Our  women's  work  organization  is  busy  col- 
lecting, preparing,  and  shipping  clothing  for  use  of  war  refugees. 
We  deeply  regret  that  Bro.  Ferdy  C.  Rohrer  and  family  and  Bro. 
R.  P.  Bowman  and  family  have  moved  from  our  state.  The 
Rohrers,  who  have  been  with  us  almost  a  year  and  a  half,  have 
moved  to  Columbia  City,  Indiana.  The  Bowmans,  who  have 
lived  here  for  many  years,  expect  to  live  in  Virginia.  The  church 
folks  assembled  on  the  evening  of  June  2  for  a  wiener  roast 
held  in  honor  of  our  departing  brethren  and  sisters.  Our  coun- 
cil will  be  held  June  12.  Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  May  25. — 
Chester  E.   Shuler,   Winter  Park,  Fla.,  June   5. 

Illinois 

Liberty. — The  women  of  the  church  met  at  the  home  of  Miss 
Ann  Wolf,  granddaughter  of  the  late  George  Wolf,  on  April  14, 
to  help  celebrate  her  ninety-seventh  birthday.  After  the  Sun- 
day evening  service  on  May  4  a  birthday  surprise  was  given  in 
honor  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Dewey  B.  Cave.  On  May  13  the  young 
married  ladies  sponsored  a  tea  at  the  church  in  honor  of  their 
mothers.  The  Gideons  had  charge  of  the  services  here  on  Sun- 
day evening.  May  18.  Bro.  Cave  and  family  were  called  to  Rock- 
ford,  111.,  to  attend  the  funeral  services  of  Bro.  Cave's  brother. 
The  officers  and  leaders  of  the  church  met  in  the  last  week  of 
May  to  plan  church  work  for  the  coming  months.  The  ladies'  aid 
is  faithfully  carrying  on  their  monthly  meetings.  We  meet  in  the 
homes.  The  children's  day  program  was  given  Sunday  morning, 
June  8. — Mrs.  John  Frey,  Liberty,  111.,  June  2. 

Indiana 
Four  Mile. — On  Easter  morning  our  program  was  a  story  and 
song  service  entitled  A  Gift  for  a  King.  Mrs.  Inez  Major  was 
the  reader.  On  Sunday,  May  4,  a  deputation  team  from  Man- 
chester College  was  in  charge  of  our  morning  worship.  James 
Renz  gave  the  message.  In  the  evening  we  had  our  spring  com- 
munion. Bro.  E.  O.  Norris  from  Richmond,  Ind.,  was  in  charge 
of  the  worship.  On  Mother's  Day  each  mother  was  given  a  rose 
as  she  entered  the  church.  A  reading  for  mother  was  given  by 
Carilyn  Batcher  and  a  duet  was  sung  by  Harriett  Stubbs  and 
Carilyn  Batcher.  The  children's  day  committee  is  working  on 
the  program  to  be  given  on  June  22.  Plans  are  being  made  to 
send  some  delegates  to  the  state  Sunday-school  convention  to  be 
held  at  New  Castle,  Ind.,  on  June  11-13. — Mildred  Brower,  Lib- 
erty,  Ind.,    June   4. 

Iowa 

Franklin. — We  met  in  council  on  May  28.  Bro.  A.  L.  Sears  was 
elected  elder  for  another  year;  Sister  Susie  Coontz,  clerk,  and 
Walter  Snyder,  treasurer.  The  treasurer  submitted  his  report 
and  was  given  authority  to  pay  our  old  folks'  home  and  district 
debts.  We  are  mowing  the  cemetery  and  church  lawn  again  this 
year.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  revival  meeting  this  fall  if  a  min- 
ister can  be  secured.  Sister  Myrtle  Hughes  was  appointed  to 
contact  some  one.  We  expect  to  have  our  community  day  and 
home-coming  Sunday  on  June  15,  which  will  also  be  Father's 
Day.  We  especially  invite  any  who  have  worshiped  in  this 
church  in  former  years  to  be  with  us  on  that  day.  We  will  have 
a  basket  dinner  with  a  program  in  the  afternoon  at  which  we 
will  give  special  recognition  to  the  homecomers.  Bro.  Samuel 
Garber  of  Octavia,  Nebr.,  brought  the  morning  message  last 
Sunday. — Mrs.  Ella  Petticord,  Leon,  Iowa,  June  10. 

Maryland 
Piney  Creek. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  3.  Brethren 
Walter  Thomas  and  G.  Group  preached  uplifting  and  inspiring 
sermons.  Visiting  brethren  were:  Walter  Thomas,  G.  Group, 
Elmer  Schildt,  S.  Miller,  Charles  Stover  and  Sister  Mary  Leath- 
erman.  Bro.  Thomas  officiated.  On  June  1  Bro.  Kinsey  showed 
to  the  young  people  slides  depicting  the  writers  and  composers  of 
music. — Vergie  A.   Bowers,  Taneytown,  Md.,  June  5. 

Minnesota 

Barnum. — The  church  met  in  a  special  council  meeting  on 
May  24  to  elect  a  temporary  elder.  Bro.  Mathis,  who  has  been 
elder,  has  been  called  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  camps  for 
conscientious  objectors.     Bro.  Stern  was  elected  for  the  remain- 


der of  Bro.  Mathis'  term  of  office. — Mrs.  Percy  R.  Finifrock,  Bar- 
num,  Minn.,   June   1. 

Missouri 
Shoal  Creek. — The  church  met  in  quarterly  council  on  June  5. 
The  following  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected:  Bro.  Harve 
Harter,  superintendent,  and  Bro.  Ethmer  Erisman,  secretary. 
Sisters  Lura  Argabright  and  Evan  Argabright  were  chosen  as 
delegates  to  district  meeting  with  Sister  Pearl  Davidson  and 
Bro.  Wilbert  Erisman  as  alternates.  The  church  has  been  trying 
to  do  its  part  to  help  out  on  camps  for  conscientious  objectors. 
We  held  our  love  feast  May  18  with  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins  pre- 
siding. The  church  was  well  represented  by  home  folks.  Bro. 
Adkins  gave  us  a  missionary  sermon  on  Sunday,  May  19. — Mrs. 
Wilbert  Erisman,  Fairview,  Mo.,  June  6. 

Ohio 

Lower  Stillwater. — On  March  2  the  illustrated  lecture,  What 
Alcohol  Is  and  Does,  with  the  slides  loaned  from  the  Elgin  office, 
was  given.  A  group  of  student  volunteers  from  Manchester 
College  presented  the  play,  The  Color  Line,  on  March  23.  On 
April  6  Bro.  Dowdell  gave  the  illustrated  lecture,  Alcohol  and 
Cigarettes.  On  pulpit  exchange  Sunday  Bro.  W.  C.  Detrick  of 
Potsdam  preached  for  us.  Roy  Engle  is  delegate  from  our  church 
to  the  La  Verne  Conference;  Lowell  Butterbaugh  is  the  alter- 
nate. Bro.  Ray  Shank  of  the  Covington  church  will  begin  a  re- 
vival meeting  in  our  church  on  July  28. — Mrs.  Orpha  D.  Engle, 
Clayton,  Ohio,  June  3. 

White  Cottage. — Bro.  L.  E.  Spring  was  chosen  local  secretary 
for  the  Civilian  Public  Service.  Ninety-five  dollars  has  been 
sent  in,  and  several  have  bought  peace  bonds.  The  women  are 
preparing  more  clothing  for  relief  for  the  collection  at  the  dis- 
trict women's  work  meeting  in  June.  The  Sunday  school  gave 
a  program  on  Easter.  The  members'  meeting  was  held  on 
April  8.  The  women's  work  was  appointed  Messenger  agent; 
Mrs.  Wilma  Baughman  will  be  correspondent.  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter 
officiated  at  our  love  feast  on  May  6.  Following  Sunday  school 
on  Mother's  Day  the  mothers  gave  a  short  program  assisted  by 
the  junior  choir.  One  of  the  young  women  of  our  church  gradu- 
ated from  Bethany  Bible  Training  School.  On  May  25  Bro. 
Parker,  returned  missionary  to  China,  showed  pictures  of  the 
China  mission. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Shrider,  South  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
May  28. 

Pennsylvania 

Dunnings  Creek. — A  young  people's  rally  was  held  on  April  6 
in  the  Holsinger  house.  Representatives  were  present  from  the 
churches  in  the  district.  Between  the  afternoon  and  evening 
programs  a  fellowship  supper  was  enjoyed.  A  two  weeks'  re- 
vival at  the  New  Paris  house  began  Easter  evening  and  closed 
with  the  love  feast  on  April  27.  Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  the  pas- 
tor, conducted  the  services.  Delegations  from  several  other 
churches  gave  special  numbers  of  music  and  the  pastors  assisted 
Bro.  Rowland.  Five  were  baptized  and  one  received  on  former 
baptism.  One  of  the  applicants  was  a  man  eighty-four  years  old. 
Bro.  Rowland  officiated  at  the  communion  service,  assisted  by 
Sister  Taylor  and  Bro.  Mickle.  From  May  11  to  18  the  members 
and  friends  observed  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  con- 
gregation. Four  services  were  held  at  each  of  the  three  church 
houses  and  an  all-day  meeting  on  May  18  at  the  Holsinger  house. 
The  following  brethren  brought  spiritual  messages  during  the 
week:  E.  M.  Detwiler,  W.  N.  Staufer,  L.  Cox,  W.  K.  Kulp,  Wm. 
Kinsey  and  L.  R.  Holsinger.  Special  music  was  furnished  by 
delegations  from  neighboring  churches.  At  the  all-day  meeting 
Sister  Ida  Shumaker  spoke  at  the  morning  and  afternoon  serv- 
ices and  sang  in  Gujarati  at  the  evening  service.  Short  talks 
were  given  by  Brethren  Glen  Norris,  Howard  Keiper  and  Wm. 
Kinsey.  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger  delivered  the  evening  message 
after  Bro.  Kinsey  had  shown  pictures  of  hymn  and  tune  writers 
and  composers.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  unusu- 
ally large.  The  Sunday-school  attendance  is  growing. — Mrs.  Al- 
bert Ritchey,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  May  29. 

Green  Tree. — About  120  attended  the  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  on  May  23.  A  fine  dinner  and  the  program  were  en- 
joyed by  all.  Many  people  came  to  hear  the  Happy  Clarks,  radio 
gospel  singers.  Thirty  ladies  visited  the  Brooklyn  Italian  mission 
on  May  18.  They  reported  a  fine  trip. — Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Dunmore, 
Oaks,  Pa.,  May  28. 

Mechanic  Grove. — Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio, 
was  the  evangelist  for  the  revival  meeting  which  was  held  from 
April  27  to  May  11.  His  inspiring  messages  were  a  challenge  to 
all  of  us.  Eleven  were  baptized.  A  district  peace  meeting  was 
held  in  our  church  on  May  18.  Brethren  James  Moore  of  Lititz, 
Roy  Forney  of  East  Petersburg,  and  Henry  Bucher  of  Lebanon 
clearly  explained  what  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  doing  for 
the  young  men  opposed  to  war.  Our  love  feast  was  held  May  31. 
Brethren  Clyde  Horst  and  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Elizabethtown 
brought  inspiring  preparatory  messages.  Bro.  Samuel  Myer, 
who  officiated,  and  Bro.  John  Ebersole  of  Jennersville  were  also 
visiting  ministers. — Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa.,  May  31. 

Meyersdale. — The  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  and  his  family 
will  attend  the  La  Verne  Conference.  The  parents  of  Bro.  Mil- 
ler will  accompany  them.  On  June  1  Bro.  Miller  celebrated  his 
tenth  anniversary  as  a  full-time  minister.  In  the  evening  the 
wedding  anniversary  service  was  held.  All  those  married  fifty 
or  more  years,  those  married  twenty-five  years  and  those  mar- 
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ried  one  year  were  honored  with  a  special  service.  The  music 
was  wedding  music;  the  sermon  stressed  the  importance  of  the 
home  ^and  Christian  marriage;  flowers  were  presented  to  the 
guests  of  honor.  On  May  25  the  high  school  baccalaureate  serv- 
ice was  held  in  our  church.  The  Rev.  Nelson  C.  Brown,  pastor 
of  the  Amity  Evangelical  and  Reformed  church,  delivered  the 
sermon.  On  May  16  about  two  hundred  attended  the  mother 
and  daughter  banquet,  the  theme  of  which  was  In  an  Old- 
fashioned  Garden. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  June  2. 

Tyrone. — The  pre-Easter  services  closed  with  the  baptism  of 
three.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Easter  evening.  On  May  15 
the  women's  missionary  society  had  an  open  meeting  at  which 
Sister  Florence  Crumpacker  of  Juniata  College  told  of  her  ex- 
periences in  China.  She  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  rally  held  in  Tyrone  on  May  25.  Other  speakers  were 
Mary  Jane  Pittman  of  Altoona  and  Bro.  Reiman  Shaffer  of  Mar- 
tinsburg.  On  June  1  a  recognition  service  was  held  for  the 
seven  young  people  who  graduated  from  high  school  this  year. 
A  number  of  improvements  have  been  added  to  the  church  and 
parsonage,  financed  by  different  groups  of  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school.  Gas  has  been  installed  in  the  parsonage  and  a  new 
gas  range  provided.  Six  rooms  were  redecorated.  The  basement 
of  the  church  has  been  divided  into  six  classrooms  and  new 
chairs  have  been  purchased.  A  vacation  Bible  school  will  be 
held  the  last  two  weeks  of  June  under  the  direction  of  the  pas- 
tor. The  annual  home-coming  service  will  be  on  Oct.  26,  which 
date  is  the  beginning  of  a  revival  with  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon  of 
Elizabethtown  as  evangelist. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa., 
June  2. 

Windber. — When  an  exchange  of  pulpits  was  made  throughout 
the  Conemaugh  Valley  on  March  2  Bro.  Arthur  Rummel 
preached  for  us,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Cosner,  preached  at  Mox- 
ham.  An  exceptional  interest  was  shown  in  the  Wednesday  eve- 
ning prayer  meetings  during  Lent.  After  the  devotions  by  one 
of  the  Sunday-school  classes  or  an  organization  in  the  church, 
Bro.  Cosner  brought  a  helpful  message.  As  a  result  of  the 
Passion  Week  services  eleven  were  baptized,  four  await  baptism 
and  three  were  received  by  letter.  The  choir  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Bro.  Merlin  Epley  rendered  the  cantata,  Easter  and  Forty 
Days,  on  Palm  Sunday.  On  Easter  morning  the  children  gave  a 
program  and  in  the  evening  the  love  feast,  one  of  the  largest  in 
years,  was  held.  All  Sunday-school  classes  were  taught  by  the 
mothers  and  daughters  on  Mother's  Day.  After  the  program  in 
the  evening  by  the  women's  work,  four  babies  were  dedicated. 
In  the  evening  of  May  2  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  an  inspiring 
missionary  message.  On  educational  day  Bro.  Paul  Yoder  was 
the  speaker.     This  spring  Mrs.  Cosner  with  the  co-operation  of 


the  missionary  committee  has  been  conducting  a  song  and  story 
hour  for  the  children  before  the  Sunday  evening  worship  hour. 
On  March  20  the  Berwind  male  quartet  conducted  our  evening 
service.  The  circuit  B.  Y.  P.  D.  fellowship  supper  was  held  in 
the  dining  room  of  the  church.  Fifteen  of  our  young  people 
graduate  from  high  school  this  June.  Our  Sunday  school  has 
been  steadily  growing  in  numbers.  Our  pastor  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  community  services  recently  in  addition  to  his 
duties  at  the  church.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will  begin 
June  9  and  continue  for  two  weeks.  Bro.  Cosner  will  direct  it. 
On  the  evening  of  June  9  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  will  begin  a 
week's  series  of  meetings  in  the  interest  of  the  Italians  of  our 
church  and  community.  On  June  15  we  will  have  a  father  and 
son  program;  on  June  29,  a  missionary  program.  Funds  are  be- 
ing raised  to  purchase  new  Brethren  hymnals  for  our  church. — ■ 
Mrs.  Calvin  L.  Blough,  Windber,  Pa.,  May  29. 

Tennessee 

Limestone. — The  church  met  in  council  on  May  24.  Bro.  Guy 
Presley  and  Sister  Mary  Slagle  were  elected  delegates  to  the 
district  meeting  in  the  Johnson  City  church,  Aug.  14-16.  Bro. 
G.  W.  Slagle  was  installed  in  the  ministry.  The  church  voted 
to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  in  July.  Bro.  J.  R.  Jackson  was 
re-elected  elder  and  pastor  for  another  year.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter G.  G.  Canfield  will  hold  our  revival  from  Dec.  1  to  14.  Sister 
Nettie  Senger,  missionary  to  China,  was  our  guest  on  April  2. 
The  offering  for  her  was  five  dollars.  Bro.  Ovie  Edwards  of 
Telford  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  April  27.  The 
church  is  planning  an  all-day  home-coming  for  June  29.  All 
friends  are  invited  to  be  with  us. — Honoria  Pence,  Limestone, 
Tenn.,  June  2. 

Virginia 

Holllns  Road. — We  joined  with  the  other  Brethren  churches  in 
Roanoke  for  services  in  the  week  preceding  Easter,  exchanging 
speakers  and  choirs.  Our  communion  was  held  on  April  6.  The 
student  volunteers  from  Bridgewater  gave  an  inspiring  program 
on  April  13.  Mother's  Day  was  observed  with  a  program  both 
morning  and  evening. — Mrs.  I.  T.  Hooker,  Roanoke,  Va.,  May  29. 

New  Dale. — On  May  24  we  met  in  regular  council.  We  elected 
the  following  officers:  sexton  and  assistant  superintendent,  Wade 
Wilkins;  secretary,  Bro.  Ben  Miller;  treasurer,  Bro.  Clarence 
Teets;  promotional  secretary,  Geneva  Miller.  We  decided  to 
have  a  summer  pastor,  who  will  work  with  three  churches, 
Mathias,  Mt.  View  and  New  Dale.  One  member  was  received 
by  letter.  Much  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Sun- 
day school. — Geneva  Miller,  Lost  River,  Va.,  May  27. 
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PELOUBET'S   SELECT   NOTES,  Postpaid,  $2.00 

Wilbur  M.  Smith 

This  commentary  has  grown  in  popularity 
for  over  sixty  years.  Advanced  methods  of 
teaching  have  been  incorporated  into  the  treat- 
ment of  the  lesson.  The  result  of  recent  re- 
search is  found  in  this  commentary,  and  all 
that  is  essential  to  the  Bible  student  is  presented 
in  a  condensed  form  so  arranged  that  it  can  be 
easily  and  effectively  used. 

ARNOLD'S  PRACTICAL  COMMENTARY,  $1.00 

A  popularly  priced  commentary  on  the  In- 
ternational Sunday-school  Lessons. 

ADMINISTERING    CHRISTIAN    EDUCA- 
TION IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH  .  .paper.  40c 

Oliver  DeW.  Cummings 

This  is  a  brief,  practical  handbook  of  Chris- 
tian education  designed  for  the  actual  workers 
in  our  churches.  Within  a  brief  compass  the 
author  has  brought  together  the  latest  findings 
of  the  authorities  in  religious  pedagogy  and  of- 
fers innumerable  suggestions  for  the  more  ef- 
fective administration  of  the  church  school  and 
the  conduct  of  the  related  church  activities. 


FOUR-MINUTE   TALKS   FOR    SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS   $1.00 

K.  L.  Webb 

Fifty-two  short,  pointed,  stimulating  talks  on 
commonplace  things.  Pupils  are  led  to  think 
through  a  problem  and  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion. 


IMPROVING    THE    SMALL    CHURCH 
SCHOOL 


.$1.00 


George  V.  Moore 

A  book  for  the  small  school  by  a  man  who 
knows  firsthand  the  small  school  and  its  many 
perplexing  problems. 

IMPROVING    YOUR   TEACHING  .  .paper,  30c 

Frank   M.   McKibben 

The  average  Sunday-school  teacher  is  con- 
stantly on  the  lookout  for  suggestions  and  in- 
struction that  will  make  him  more  efficient, 
and  increase  his  ability  to  interest  and  help 
his  pupils.  In  this  modest  volume  the  author 
gives  an  abundance  of  helpful  "teaching  ma- 
terial for  teachers." 
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What  Are  Your  Sunday-School  Needs? 


Whether  your  Sunday  school  be  small  or  large,  your  budget  limited  or  un- 
limited, there's  a  need  for  a  definite,  well  planned  program  backed  by  the 
necessary  materials  to  carry  on  successfully  an  alert  and  growing  Sunday 
school.  Let's  strive  to  increase  loyalty  to  the  Sunday  school  and  press  on- 
ward toward  the  realization  of  more  effective  Christian  activity. 

YOUR   CHURCH-OWNED 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE   OFFERS  A  COMPLETE  LINE  OF  PUBLI- 
CATIONS AND  HELPS  FOR  A  SUCCESSFUL  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  PROGRAM. 


BRETHREN   GRADED                                              INTERNATIONAL  UNIFORM 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LESSONS 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL  LESSONS 

•  BEGINNER  COURSES 

•  ADVANCED  QUARTERLY 

•  PRIMARY  COURSES 

•HOME  DEPT.  QUARTERLY 

•JUNIOR  COURSES 

•LESSON  LEAFLETS 

•  INTERMEDIATE  COURSES 

•INTERMEDIATE  AND  SENIOR  QUARTERLY 

The  Brethren   Graded  Lessons   have  been   edited  to 
meet  the  needs  of  Sunday  schools  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.    The  purpose  is  to  develop  the  child  in  Chris- 

•JUNIOR QUARTERLY 
•  PRIMARY  QUARTERLY 

tian  living  as  he  grows  from  year  to  year. 

•TEACHERS'  MONTHLY 

SEND    FOR    PROSPECTUS 

SEND  FOR  SAMPLES 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL    STORY    PAPERS 

SAMPLES   GLADLY  SENT  ON  REQUEST 


These  Sunday-school  story  papers  are  in- 
tended to  provide  interesting  reading  for  pu- 
pils of  the  Sunday  school,  reading  that  will 
inspire  them  with  Christian  ideals  and  pur- 
poses. 

OUR  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

An  eight-page  weekly  paper  for  intermediates  and 
young  people  which  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  adults  as 
well.  Serials,  articles,  editorials,  poems,  news  items, 
pictures,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  materials.  75c  per  year, 
per  copy,  5  or  more  copies  to  one  address,  per  quarter, 
17c  each. 


OUR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

An  eight-page  weekly  for  juniors.  Serials,  stories,  in- 
formation articles,  what-to-do  and  how-to-make  sug- 
gestions, games,  recipes,  puzzles,  etc.  60c  per  copy, 
per  year.    5  or  more  to  one  address,  per  quarter  10c  ea. 

OUR   CHILDREN 

A  four-page  weekly  for  primaries  and  beginners. 
Pictures,  poems  and  short  stories.  Single  copy  per 
year,  35c,  5  or  more  copies  to  one  address,  per  quar- 
ter,  8c  ea. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 

Books,  Bibles,  Class  Maps,  Attendance  and  Honor  Rolls,  Picture  Stories,  Handwork,  Pennants, 
Mottoes,  Bulletin  Boards,  Blackboards,  Kindergarten  Chairs. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 


Gospel  Messenger 


FOUNDERS  HALL,  LA  VERNE  COLLEGE 


Volume  90 


yw    litis  Tlumbei 


Editorial — 

Around  the  World  (E.  B.)  2 

Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference   3 

About    Books    16 

The  General  Forum — 

We  Must  Save  the  Soil.     By  Wilbur  H.  Stevenson 9 

Brethren  Educational  Pioneering.     By  D.  W.  Kurtz 10 

Bits  of  Brotherliness.     By  Paul  F.  Bechtold 12 

Impressed  for  Life.     By  Grace  Hileman  Miller  12 

Home  and  Family — 

The  New  Order.     By  Leo  Lillian  Wise   13 

Clean  Words.     By  Julia  Graydon    13 


Number  27 


Our  Mission  Work — 

Church  of  the  Brethren  Mission  in  China. 

By  F.  H.  Crumpacker  and  E.  L.  Ikenberry 14 

General  Statistics   of   Giving  for  Year  Ended  Feb.   28, 

1941       15 

Giving   of   Individual  Congregations    18 

What  to  Pray  For   18 

The  Church  at  Work — 

Camp  Magnolia;  The  Birthday  of  Civilian  Public 
Service  Camp  No.  7;  Wisdom's  Way  in  Conversa- 
tion      22-25 


f*i»i  s,  mi 


Around 
the 
World 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  5,  1941 

A  rare  edition  of  the  Bible  has  been  identified  in  the 
Juniata  College  library.  Gerhard  Friedrich,  a  twenty-four-year- 
old  German  refugee  librarian,  has  been  cataloguing  a  mass  of 
material,  a  gift  to  the  college  from  the  late  Martin  G.  Brum- 
baugh. His  recent  find  establishes  the  fifty-second  known 
existent  edition  of  the  rare  two-volume  Swiss  Bible,  and  makes 
the  Juniata  library  the  sixth  in  the  United  States  to  possess 
such  a  Bible.  It  belongs  to  the  transition  period  between 
manuscript  and  movable  type  in  the  pioneer  days  of  printing, 
and  has  been  described  by  Wilhelm  Walther,  outstanding  Ger- 
man bibliographer,  as  the  fifth  of  fourteen  pre-Luther  Bibles 
printed  in  High  German.  According  to  Walther's  calculations, 
it  was  printed  somewhere  in  Switzerland  about  1474. 


The  North  Indiana  Conference  of 

the  Methodist  Church  went  on  rec- 
ord recently  for  the  active  promotion 
of  a  good  literature  program  in 
church   and   home. 

The  foreign  mission  board  of  the 

Southern  Baptist  Church  has  an- 
nounced that  nine  missionaries  of 
that  denomination  have  been  ad- 
vised to  abandon  their  plans  to  sail 
to  Africa. 

More  than  a  thousand  Protestant 
clergymen  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  have  issued  a  state- 
ment voicing  their  unalterable  oppo- 
sition to  America's  present  threat- 
ened belligerency. 

A  confederation  of  world  nations 
dominated  by  brotherly  love  and 
tolerance  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Al- 
bert W.  Palmer  at  a  recent  mass 
meeting  sponsored  by  the  Church- 
men's Campaign  for  Peace  Through 
Mediation. 

Camps  for  conscientious  objectors 
will  be  supported  by  the  Northern 
Baptist  Convention.  The  provision 
of  financial  aid  was  included  in  the 
report  of  the  general  council  of  the 
denomination  which  was  adopted  at 
the  recent  annual  meeting. 

Bob  Feller,  of  baseball  fame,  plans 
to  spend  $1,000  a  year  on  four  college 
scholarships  for  worthy  boys.  A 
farm  boy  from  Iowa  who  never  went 
to  college,  Feller  has  worked  out  his 
philanthropic  plan  with  President 
Earl  Roadman  of  Morningside  Col- 
lege, Iowa. 

The       Seventh       Day       Adventist 

Church  in  England  has  not  closed  a 
single  church  on  account  of  the  war, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  had  the 
best  year  in  its  history,  H.  W.  Lowe, 
president  of  the  British  Union  Con- 
ference of  that  denomination  told  its 
general  conference  in  the  United 
States. 


"Prayers  for  Peace,"  a  five-minute 
daily  devotional  radio  program  will 
be  sponsored  by  the  ministerial  as- 
sociation in  co-operation  with  radio 
station  WSOC  of  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  quadrennial  conference  of  the 

United  Brethren  in  Christ  went  on 
record  in  support  of  conscientious 
objectors  to  war  and  asked  church- 
es throughout  the  nation  to  support 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 

A  medical  missionary,  and  for  the 

last  two  years  a  representative  of 
the  International  Red  Cross  in  Chi- 
na, Dr.  Robert  McClure  has  been 
made  head  of  a  motorized  ambulance 
unit  in  China.  The  personnel  for 
the  undertaking  will  come  largely 
from  Great  Britain  and  will  include 
many  Quakers  and  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. 

Libraries  in  England  have  suffered 
heavy  losses.  University  College  of 
the  University  of  London  lost  about 
a  fourth  of  its  400,000  volumes  in  a 
fire;  King's  College  of  the  same  uni- 
versity lost  its  subject  index  and 
about  7,000  volumes  which  had  been 
sent  to  Bristol  University  for  safe 
keeping.  The  London  Guildhall  li- 
brary destruction  totaled  about  25,- 
000  volumes.  At  Coventry  the  cen- 
tral library  was  destroyed.  Public 
libraries  have  suffered  heavily. 

Three  years  ago  Congress  appro- 
priated $4,000,000  a  year  for  a  drive 
to  find  new  industrial  uses  for  farm 
wastes  and  surpluses.  A  research 
laboratory  in  Peoria,  111.,  is  concen- 
trating on  wastes  from  corn  and 
wheat;  a  New  Orleans  laboratory 
devotes  its  times  to  unused  cotton, 
sweet  potatoes  and  peanuts;  scien- 
tists in  Philadelphia  are  responsible 
for  work  on  surplus  apples,  tobacco, 
vegetables  and  milk  products;  and  in 
Albany,  Calif.,  the  emphasis  is  on 
vegetables  and  wheat  as  well  as 
fruits  and  alfalfa. 


English      Methodist      missionaries 

will  be  permitted  to  sail  for  over- 
seas stations  only  in  cases  of  "spe- 
cial needs,"  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  Overseas  Missions  Committee. 

A  special  course  on  the  organiza- 
tion, administration  and  supervision 
of  weekday  church  schools  will  be 
launched  in  the  fall  by  the  depart- 
ment of  religious  education  of  New 
York  University. 

A  group  of  laymen,  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Comp- 
ton,  Nobel  prize  winner  and  profes- 
sor at  the  University  of  Chicago, 
have  banded  together  to  revive  the 
Laymen's  Missionary  Movement.  It 
will  be  under  the  direction  of  lay- 
men, will  be  distinctly  a  man's 
movement  and  its  appeal  will  rest 
solely  in  the  interest  of  missions. 

The  Y.M.C.A.  of  Pennsylvania  has 
urged  Hi-Y  clubs  to  sponsor  a  ten- 
point  questionnaire  to  ascertain  how 
much  high  school  students  know 
about  the  Christian  tradition.  In  a 
west  central  area  of  the  state  it  was 
revealed  that  39  per  cent  did  not 
know  what  Easter  signifies,  41  per 
cent  could  not  state  the  Golden  Rule 
correctly,  and  79  per  cent  did  not 
know  who  betrayed  Jesus. 

The  new  educational  system  tak- 
ing shape  in  France  provides  for 
manual  work.  Vocational  training 
is  rapidly  coming  to  the  fore,  and  a 
year  of  compulsory  labor  has  been 
substituted  for  the  former  year  of 
compulsory  military  training.  Vol- 
unteer work  camps  are  being  estab- 
lished for  youth  between  the  ages 
of  fifteen  and  twenty.  It  is  recog- 
nized that  the  former  classical 
schooling  produced  an  over-supply 
of  intellectuals,  and  that  the  future 
progress  of  the  nation  demands  a 
practical  training  suited  for  the  in- 
dustrial and  agricultural  careers  of 
the  masses. 
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Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 


Friday,  June  20 

Beginning  the  Business 

How  they  made  the  tent  (excuse  that  word)  ring  with 
In  Heavenly  Love  Abiding,  Proclaim  the  Tidings  and 
other  uplifting  hymns.  Retiring  Moderator  Rufus  D. 
Bowman  prayed  for  God's  blessing  on  the  Conference 
and  presently  introduced  Moderator  C.  Ernest  Davis. 
Before  he  did  this  the  choir  had  put  Isaiah  35  into  music 
with  Pastor  M.  Clyde  Horst  assisting  as  narrator. 

The  new  moderator  began  his  administration  with 
some  very  fitting  remarks  about  the  coming  of  age  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  region,  as  signalized  by  this  Confer- 
ence. The  gavel  he  used  had  been  made  and  presented 
by  Bro.  Perry  Bashor  of  Covina,  veteran  of  many  years 
of  faithfulness.  After  Reader  J.  O.  Winger  had  read  the 
Scripture,  Acts  15,  the  Credential  Committee  reported  a 
registration  of  231  delegates  from  the  churches.  These 
with  the  68  delegates  from  the  districts  made  a  voting 
strength  of  299.  It  was  expected  that  more  would  re- 
port later.  The  Credential  Committee  is  Grant  Mc- 
Guire,  R.  E.  Mohler,  C.  C.  Cripe,  A.  P.  Wenger  and  J.  C. 
Inman. 

The  Committee  on  Letters  of  Greeting,  R.  W.  Schlos- 
ser,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Neher  and  Foster  B.  Statler,  presented 
greetings  from  the  mission  fields  and  offered  suitable  re- 
sponses which  were  enthusiastically  received  and  ap- 
proved. The  first  more  formal  business  of  the  Confer- 
ence was  the  confirmation  of  nominations  to  fill  vacan- 
cies on  the  various  boards  and  committees,  in  some 
cases  reappointments  and  in  others  new  members. 
These  were  as  follows: 

General  Mission  Board:  Frank  S.  Carper;  Board  of 
Christian  Education:  Chas.  E.  Zunkel;  General  Educa- 
tion Board:  Harper  S.  Will;  General  Ministerial  Board: 
H.  F.  Richards,  Ralph  White;  Electors  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary:  W.  W.  Slabaugh,  E.  G.  Hoff,  A.  C. 
Wieand,  I.  D.  Heckman;  Conference  Program  Commit- 
tee: Ralph  White,  Harper  S.  Will;  Council  of  Women's 
Work:  Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Harper  S.  Will; 
Council  of  Men's  Work;  James  Breitigan,  Chester 
George,  H.  V.  Stutsman,  Cecil  Smith;  Auditing  Commit- 
tee:   C.  J.  Kistler;  Conference  Trustee:    T.  A.  Shively. 

It  should  be  added  that  Bro.  Otho  Winger  tendered 
his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  General  Mission 
Board,  but  the  Conference  declined  it  and  hopes  that 
Bro.  Winger  will  be  able  to  serve  the  remaining  two 
years  of  his  present  term.  We  also  note  here  that  Bro. 
Paul  H.  Bowman,  president  of  Bridgewater  College,  was 
named  moderator  for  the  Conference  of  1942. 


Faith  Is  the  Victory 

Moderator  Davis  had  kindly  furnished  the  Messenger 
with  an  advance  summary  of  his  inaugural  sermon, 
which  you  have  already  had  opportunity  to  read,  but 
that  can  only  give  you  an  intimation  of  the  powerful 
appeal  of  the  sermon  itself.  The  abundance  of  graphic 
illustrations,  with  the  well-known  dynamic  energy  of 
the  preacher,  against  the  background  of  a  world  appar- 
ently sinking  into  chaos,  gave  point  to  1  John  5:4  that 
went  to  the  joints  and  marrow  of  an  audience  deeply 
moved. 

Especially  noteworthy  was  the  skill  with  which  text 
and  subject  were  related  to  the  Conference  motto  and 
slogan  for  the  next  church  year,  Building  With  Christ. 
Faith  is  the  enginery  with  which  we  must  gather  and 
preserve  the  material  to  go  into  the  kingdom  structure 
when  once  we  can  again  really  build.  There  will  be 
much  building  to  be  done  in  the  years  to  come. 


Saturday,  June  21 

Let  the  Church  Be  the  Church 

That  was  where  Bro.  Horst  came  out  even  if  he 
did  start  in  on  The  Church  in  These  Times.  Before  he 
finally  got  introduced  by  the  presiding  officer  at  the 
men's  breakfast,  Stanley  Keim,  there  had  been  some 
splendid  singing  and  a  lot  of  fine  fellowship,  though  a 
trifle  noisy  with  the  clatter  of  dishes  and  some  side  talk 
considerably  above  a  whisper. 

The  church  will  not  be  dead  in  ten  years,  the  speaker 
insisted,  contrary  to  some  gloomy  predictions.  No  other 
organization  can  take  the  punishment  the  church  has 
taken  and  live  through  it.  Because  of  her  foundation, 
of  what  she  is,  and  of  the  need  which  she  alone  can  sup- 
ply, she  must  live  on  and  will.  She  only  has  the  remedy 
that  will  cure  the  terrible  ills  of  our  day.  But  she  must 
be  true  to  her  mission.    She  must  be  the  church. 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  is  always  a  good  note  with  which 
to  start  the  day  and  it  was  this  morning.  Perhaps  it  was 
a  little  easier  because  the  sun  began  shining  immediately 
on  arising.     There  was  no  fog  to  break  through. 

In  Three  Sections 

There  were  the  young  people  over  in  the  college  audi- 
torium, hearing  Raymond  Peters  explain  the  Brethren 
Youth  Program  as  soon  as  they  got  through  with  their 
reports  and  other  items  of  business.  One  of  those  new 
members  on  the  Ministerial  Board  owes  his  place  to  the 
resignation  of  Bro.  Peters,  offered  because  he  is  now 
directing  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
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In  the  park  the  ministers  were  studying  the  problem 
of  a  retirement  plan.  That  subject  is  becoming  of  in- 
creasing concern.  It  is  a  vital  matter.  We  are  asking 
our  best  young  men  to  take  up  the  ministry.  We  owe 
it  to  them  to  give  them  some  assurance  of  reasonable 
security  in  old  age.  Bro.  E.  M.  Hersch  presented  the 
Essential  Requirements  in  a  Retirement  Plan  and  Bro. 
Paul  H.  Bowman  led  the  discussion  of  Proposals  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  We  shall  have  to  wait  a  little 
longer  to  see  what  comes  of  it  all. 

In  the  church  auditorium  the  women  were  having  a 
session  with  a  special  missionary  flavor  and  a  high  pitch 
of  interest.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  with  six  women 
in  three  pairs,  fresh  from  three  mission  fields?  Anna 
Crumpacker  and  Laura  Shock  spoke  for  China,  Christina 
Kulp  and  Hazel  Landis  for  Africa,  Dr.  Laura  Cottrell 
and  Eliza  Miller  for  India. 

Educational  Influence 

That  was  the  rather  prosaic  theme  of  the  midmorning 
program  in  the  park  but  there  was  certainly  nothing 
dry  about  the  treatment.  There  were  three  addresses, 
all  of  the  live-wire  variety.  It  may  be  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  them  to  you  in  fuller  form  than  in  these 
mere  echoes. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz  spoke  on  Brethren  Educational  Pi- 
oneering. He  referred  very  briefly  to  the  work  of  the 
two  Christopher  Sowers,  Henry  Kurtz  and  a  few  others 
and  then  sketched  the  twenty -two  efforts  in  our' church 
history  to  found  institutions  of  higher  education.  But 
this  was  not  the  only  kind  of  pioneering  in  this  field. 
Bro.  Kurtz  thinks  another  group  of  men  and  women  who 
labored  amidst  great  difficulties  to  keep  going  the  schools 
that  did  surmount  all  obstacles  are  quite  worthy  of  being 
called  pioneers.  And  he  would  give  equal  if  not  greater 
honor  to  those  who  are  striving  so  hard  to  maintain  col- 
leges that  are  really  Christian. 

The  Continent  Spanned  was  presented  by  the  author 
of  The  Settlement  of  the  Brethren  on  the  Pacific  Slope, 
Miss  Gladdys  E.  Muir,  and  to  that  excellent  book  we 
must  refer  you  for  a  better  understanding  of  her  treat- 
ment of  the  topic  for  we  became  too  interested  to  bother 
with  taking  notes.  If  we  succeed  in  securing  her  paper 
for  our  columns,  that  will  make  you  want  to  read  her 
book. 

The  Christian  College  in  Our  World  was  discussed  by 
Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm  with  refreshing  frankness.  He  spoke 
first  of  the  kind  of  a  world  we  have  and  then  asked 
what  our  colleges  can  do  about  it.  To  put  it  bluntly,  he 
thinks  our  American  culture  is  pretty  rotten,  and  it  will 
not  be  easy  to  remedy  the  situation.  But  we  can  make 
a  contribution  of  value  if  we  are  somewhat  more  careful 
of  the  quality  of  students  we  admit  into  our  schools,  and 
are  much  more  careful  about  the  spiritual  ideals  of  the 
men  and  women  who  teach  in  them.  If  we  are  to  have 
a  civilization  worth  preserving,  religion  must  be  at  the 
heart  of  it. 

One  of  the  most  appreciated  features  of  this  program 
was  the  musical  numbers  given  by  the  quartet  of  young 
mothers,  former  students  in  La  Verne  College.  They 
were  a  fine  testimony  to  "educational  influence"  of  the 
right  type. 

Eyes  in  Your  Heart 

The  Bible  Hour  led  by  Burton  Metzler  was  a  rich 
finish  to  a  great  morning.  His  study  was  based  on 
Ephesians  but  he  made  it  so  vivid  and  fruitful  it  seemed 
to  come  out  of  present-day  experience. 


The  visitors  who  came  to  see  Paul,  the  celebrated  pris- 
oner at  Rome,  brought  him  disquieting  news  about  con- 
ditions in  the  Asia  Minor  churches.  He  could  not  go 
to  see  them  but  he  could  write  them,  and  did,  about  the 
superior  blessedness  of  being  "  in  Christ"  and  feasting  on 
"the  riches  of  his  grace."  He  prayed  that  they  might 
have  the  eyes  of  their  hearts  opened.  You  can  see  the 
best  things  only  with  the  eyes  of  your  heart. 

La  Verne  College  Presidents 

After  the  morning  services  an  effort  was  made  to  get  a 
picture  of  the  men  on  the  grounds  who  had  at  some  time 
served  as  presidents  of  La  Verne  College.  Of  the  nine 
men  living  who  have  served  in  this  capacity  seven  were 
present  when  the  roll  was  called  for  the  picture.  They 
were:  E.  A.  Miller,  W.  I.  T.  Hoover,  W.  C.  Hanawalt, 
Edward  Frantz,  S.  J.  Miller,  E.  M.  Studebaker  and  C. 
Ernest  Davis.  Not  present  for  the  picture  were  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  and  I.  V.  Funderburgh.  Your  reporter  has  hopes 
that  the  picture  may  appear  in  the  columns  of  the  Mes- 
senger at  some  future  date. 

Sharing  the  Christian  Faith 

The  Saturday  afternoon  program  topic  was  Sharing 
the  Christian  Faith.  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy  was  the  pre- 
siding officer,  and  the  two  speakers,  H.  Stover  Kulp  and 
J.  Quinter  Miller.  The  first  has  spent  nineteen  years  on 
the  Africa  mission  field;  the  second  is  serving  in  Amer- 
ica in  an  executive  capacity  under  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches.  Widely  separated  geographically  as  to 
fields  of  service,  and  intrinsically  as  to  types  of  work, 
Brethren  Kulp  and  Miller  are  each  seeking  in  some  way 
to  share  the  Christian  faith. 

Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  began  by  pointing  out  that  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  not  just  meat  and  drink.  It  is  not 
a  wealth  of  material  things.  Too  many  have  become 
calloused  to  suffering  and  disaster  and  sin  the  world 
around.  True  sharing  is  not  just  dividing  up  our  ma- 
terial possessions.  He  then  told  the  story  of  the  African 
chief  who  had  observed  what  happened  to  the  young 
men  who  went  to  the  mission  school,  as  compared  to 
those  who  had  returned  from  work  in  the  mines.  The 
chief  reported  that  he  and  the  village  elders  preferred  to 
have  their  young  men  go  to  the  mission  school.  Hence, 
from  far-off  Africa  there  comes  confirmation  of  the 
philosophy  that  life  is  more  than  an  abundance  of  ma- 
terial things.  Sharing  in  Africa  is  now  reaching  more 
than  just  the  young — even  grandmothers  are  gaining  a 
faith  to  live  by. 

The  second  speaker  was  J.  Quinter  Miller,  born  in 
the  bounds  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  church  in  Virginia, 
and  named  for  sainted  James  Quinter.  His  first  words 
were:  "The  faith  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  my 
inheritance";  his  thesis,  how  to  share  our  faith  with  other 
churches.  The  first  handicap  to  sharing  is  Protestant 
division;  for  sharing  to  be  real  must  be  mutual. 

The  speaker  listed  some  common  tasks  which  chal- 
lenge to  united  effort.  The  first  of  these  is  a  program 
of  education  calculated  to  reach  every  man,  woman  and 
child.  The  second  task  is  to  return  religion  to  education. 
A  third  need  is  for  home  visitation  evangelism,  a  kind  of 
evangelism  in  which  the  Brethren  should  take  leader- 
ship. Still  another  method  of  sharing  our  faith  is  through 
the  university  church  mission  type  of  service.  Then 
there  must  be  some  united  effort  for  effective  dealing 
with  the  religious  needs  of  our  boys  in  camps.  So  also 
for  the  communities  adjacent  to  camps — only  a  united 
Christian  effort  can  meet  the  situation.     To  rebuild  the 
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family  altar,  properly  utilize  the  radio,  and  chart  a  just 
peace  are  some  other  areas  where  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  can  with  other  churches  contribute  to  the  larg- 
er Christian  conscience. 

The  basis  of  co-operation,  in  spite  of  apparent  divi- 
sions, is  the  real  unity  of  our  common  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ.  The  ecumenical  movement  is  a  manifestation 
of  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Membership  in  the 
local  church  must  be  interpreted  as  membership  in  the 
church  universal.  "Finally,"  said  the  speaker,  "when 
the  pillars  of  the  state  are  falling  let  the  church  unite 
to  save  our  faith." 

The  concluding  worship  service  was  led  by  Rev.  Val- 
esco  of  the  La  Verne  Mexican  Presbyterian  church.  A 
surprise  feature  was  music  by  a  Mexican  girls'  chorus  of 
fourteen  voices. 

Six  Places  to  Go 

The  reporter's  difficulties  multiply  when  there  are 
more  than  three  or  four  places  to  go  to  at  the  same 
time.  After  the  program  just  reviewed,  one  had  his 
choice  of  looking  in  at  the  young  people's  picnic,  seeing 
a  picture  at  the  Lincoln  grammar  school,  a  missionary 
presentation  at  Founder's  Hall  auditorium,  listening  to 
a  choir  rehearsal,  the  college  dinner  or  the  dinner  for 
ministers  and  their  wives.  Your  reporter  solved  his  dif- 
ficulties by  going  to  the  college  dinner  where  some  two 
hundred  friends  of  education  gathered  to  eat  a  meal  to- 
gether, share  in  fellowship  and  listen  to  Dr.  Walter  F. 
Dexter.  But  we  find  we  have  neglected  to  mention  the 
trip  to  the  camp  in  San  Dimas  Canyon,  taken  by  some 
fifty  during  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 

College  Dinner.  1941 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Dr.  Walter  F.  Dexter, 
state  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  state  of  Cali- 
fornia. Beginning  with  a  review  of  the  vast  system  of 
education  for  which  he  is  responsible,  Dr.  Dexter  re- 
marked that  public  education  is  not  enough,  but  is  in 
need  of  what  the  church  colleges  can  contribute  as  a 
directional  factor  in  public  instruction.  In  a  world  like 
ours  we  are  forced  to  ask  what  the  purpose  of  religion 
and  the  function  of  education  in  the  current  crisis  are. 
The  challenge  is  to  think  our  way  through,  rather  than 
to  respond  emotionally.  The  speaker  insisted  that  we 
cannot  feel  our  way  ahead,  but  must  think  our  way 
through  this  emergency.  We  must  solve  our  problems 
upon  the  basis  of  clear  thinking,  and  as  this  is  done 
individually,  it  can  be  achieved  corporately.  And  from 
this  can  come  intelligent  and  united  action.  Dr.  Dexter 
feels  that  our  freedom  was  not  wrested  from  kings  and 
tyrants  so  much  as  achieved  by  the  processes  of  reason 
on  the  part  of  the  common  people.  This  is  why  we  edu- 
cate our  children.  As  for  the  Christian  college,  its  func- 
tion is  to  stimulate  students  to  Christian  service,  and,  so 
through  able  and  responsible  leadership,  preserve  our 
American  system.  The  speaker's  final  suggestion  was 
that  if  a  nation-wide  system  of  education  can  give  us 
the  American  pattern  of  life,  why  should  not  a  uni- 
versal system  of  education  ultimately  give  us  a  world 
democracy? 

Our  Young  People's  Program 

Back  to  the  Park  Auditorium  from  the  college  dinner, 
your  scribe  arrived  just  in  time  for  the  offering  being 
taken  for  our  young  people's  program.  Kurtis  Naylor 
was  in  charge  and  Lester  Young  made  the  presentation 
for  the  offering.     We  Would  Build  was  the  subject  of 


the  address  by  Ernest  Lefever,  a  member  of  the  national 
youth  cabinet.  He  remarked  that  the  Brethren  have 
been  builders  from  the  beginning.  We  have  been  noted 
by  a  quality  of  life  rather  than  for  a  quantity  of  belief. 
In  the  current  situation  this  spirit  is  showing  itself  in 
the  various  work  camps  and  national  service  camps  now 
in  operation.  The  paradox  of  our  position  is  that  we 
condemn  war  but  remain  a  part  of  an  economic  system 
which  leads  to  war.  The  least  we  can  do  is  to  re-exam- 
ine our  position.  With  Alexander  Mack  and  his  faith- 
ful companions  at  the  Eder  River,  let  us  count  the  cost, 
then  build  with  Christ! 

Strength  for  the  Building 

The  decision  to  build  requires  strength  for  the  build- 
ing. This  was  the  point  of  the  address  by  John  D.  Long. 
He  began  with  the  story  of  the  boy  who  picked  up  a  bit 
of  cement  which  he  found  crumbled  in  his  hands.  His 
judgment  was  that  it  lacked  something  in  the  mixture. 
This  the  speaker  used  as  a  parable  of  our  times.  We  are 
lacking  in  inner  strength.  There  is  plenty  of  seeming 
strength  on  the  outside,  but  what  of  the  inner  resources? 
The  strength  for  building  comes  from  the  inside.  When 
there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish,  but  when  there  is 
faith,  dreams  can  come  true.  Strength  for  the  building 
comes  from  a  great  vision.  Anybody  can  see  that  bat- 
tleships make  the  best  defense,  but  only  men  of  vision 
can  see  that  in  the  long  sweep  of  history  such  instru- 
ments are  but  means  of  destruction:  Goodwill  and  faith 
and  love  are  the  real  bases  of  a  better  world.  There- 
fore, strength  for  the  building  requires  the  faith  to  live 
up  to  the  best  we  know. 

A  word  is  in  place  about  the  songs  sung  during  the 
evening.  The  moving  and  majestic  We  Would  Be  Build- 
ing, A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God,  and  the  Conference 
hymn,  A  New  World,  were  the  three  songs  that  enabled 
the  congregation  to  share  actively  in  the  inspiration  of 
the  hour.  

Sunday,  June  22 

It  was  Sunday  morning  when  these  lines  were  writ- 
ten. The  night  was  cool  and  the  day  gave  promise  of 
being  a  pleasant  one.  For  this  we  were  thankful,  since 
Sunday  is  the  great  day  of  the  Conference,  at  least  in 
point  of  attendance. 

At  the  men's  work  breakfast  we  found  a  goodly  group 
and  pleasant  fellowship.  We  liked  the  plan  used  this 
year,  which  is  that  the  women  are  invited  to  the  men's 
meetings.  Your  reporter  was  never  enthusiastic  about 
separating  what  it  is  evident  God  intended  should  be  to- 
gether. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Hersch  was  in  charge  of  the  morning's  pro- 
gram. There  was  a  violin  solo  by  Carl  Woody,  Jr.,  and 
a  duet  by  Brethren  B.  S.  Haugh  and  Lloyd  Diggs.  The 
men's  work  poet,  Bro.  H.  V.  Stutsman,  enlivened  a  short 
period  by  some  verses  about  the  men's  work  council- 
men  and  the  projects  for  the  year. 

The  speaker  of  the  morning  was  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  and  of  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege, Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher.  His  subject  was  The  Per- 
sistence of  the  Ideal.  He  began  by  showing  how  a 
picture  once  fixed  in  mind  tends  to  persist.  It  is  the 
utilization  of  this  principle  that  makes  education  effec- 
tive. In  the  case  of  the  prodigal  son,  there  was  a  pat- 
tern fixed  which  even  the  impact  of  the  far  country 
could  not  blot  out.  Thus  what  a  tragedy  if  a  child 
should  be  exposed  to  the  wrong  ideas!     Or  on  the  other 
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hand,  what  assurance  for  noble  living  if  the  right  ideals 
have  been  persistently  presented  to  the  young. 

The  Conference  Sunday  School 

On  a  Conference  Sunday  morning  the  Sunday  school 
presents  a  nice  problem  in  organization.  What  is  ac- 
tually done  is  to  assign  the  usual  but  greatly  enlarged 
departments  to  the  locations  best  fitted  to  the  needs  of 
the  various  groups.  For  example,  at  this  second  La 
Verne  Conference  the  adults  met  in  the  Park  Audi- 
torium, the  largest  of  the  available  meeting  places;  the 
young  people  met  at  the  Founders'  Hall  auditorium;  the 
children's  groups  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  in 
Fellowship  Hall.  Looking  in  at  the  young  people's  ses- 
sion we  saw  David  Studebaker  in  charge,  Dwight  Hana- 
walt  leading  the  singing  and  Lorell  Weiss  ready  to  dis- 
cuss the  lesson.  Over  at  the  tent,  or  the  Park  Audi- 
torium, we  dropped  our  offering  into  the  little  sack  be- 
ing passed  around  and  sat  down  to  see  what  further 
would  happen.  Bro.  L.  H.  Root  introduced  the  teacher 
for  the  morning,  Bro.  Edward  Frantz,  editor  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger.  He  began  by  calling  attention  to  an  in- 
teresting coincidence — the  story  of  the  Jerusalem  con- 
ference as  the  lesson  on  our  Annual  Conference  Sun- 
day! Then  followed  a  unique  and  helpful  exposition 
such  as  the  senior  editor  is  able  to  give.  He  interpreted 
the  Jerusalem  conference  in  terms  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  Church  of  the  Brethren  Annual  Meeting  of  our  day. 

At  the  Preaching  Hour 

The  worship  period  at  the  Park  Auditorium  was  di- 
rected by  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler  of  the  York  church, 
Pennsylvania.  Music,  prayer  and  Scripture  reading 
were  so  arranged  and  presented  as  to  enable  one  to 
realize  a  real  worship  experience.  The  aim  was  to  give 
vision  and  power  for  the  building  of  the  church.  The 
Conference  choir,  which  had  been  in  training  evening 
after  evening  under  the  able  leadership  of  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill,  sang  a  splendid  number,  after  which  Bro.  F. 
H.  Crumpacker  gave  the  morning  sermon,  a  synopsis  of 
which  should  appear  in  the  Messenger  even  before  these 
notes  see  the  light. 

At  this  point  your  reporter  did  a  little  inspecting  of 
the  grounds  at  the  Park  Auditorium.  The  auditorium 
was  comfortably  filled  and  some  small  groups  sat  listen- 
ing in  the  shade  of  near-by  trees.  Then  we  went  over 
to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  see  how  the  overflow 
service  was  faring.  There  we  found  all  seats  filled,  ex- 
cept for  a  few  of  the  choice  ones  down  in  front.  At  this 
overflow  service  Bro.  Rufus  Bowman  spoke  on  the  sub- 
ject:   Christ,  the  Hope  of  the  World. 

In  answer  to  questions  about  attendance  at  this  Con- 
ference, it  may  be  said  your  reporter  heard  that  the 
Park  Auditorium  is  supposed  to  seat  some  3,500.  We  do 
not  know  the  exact  capacity  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren auditorium,  but  should  judge  around  1,000.  By  add- 
ing these  two  figures,  and  a  few  more  for  good  measure, 
it  will  be  seen  that  plus  or  minus  5,000  people  were  in 
La  Verne  on  the  great  day  of  the  feast.  If  our  memory 
serves  us  correctly,  this  is  a  larger  attendance  than  in 
1928.  Our  judgment  is  that  the  crowd  is  finding  the  ac- 
commodations ample  and  satisfactory. 


Sunday  Afternoon 
The  Juniors  Are  Marching 

What  a  beautiful  picture  they  made  as  they  filed  in 
and  on  up  to  their  places  on  the  platform,  and  then 


when,  under  the  guiding  hand  of  Mrs.  F.  S.  Eisenbise, 
they  sang  several  numbers,  that  was  more  beautiful 
still.     Even  the  alto  could  be  plainly  heard. 

Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz  was  presiding  and  Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz 
was  leading  the  worship  with  appropriate  selections  of 
scripture,  thanksgiving  and  petition,  and  equally  appro- 
priate hymns. 

Something  of  the  spirit  of  brotherliness  was  in  evi- 
dence also  in  the  groups  of  conversationalists  one  could 
see  in  the  park  as  we  approached  the  tabernacle.  Per- 
haps that  name  for  it  will  do  for  once. 

Relief  Work  in  China 

The  theme  of  the  afternoon  meeting  was  Brethren 
Service,  and  the  first  to  speak  was  Bro.  Forest  S.  Eisen- 
bise, who  reported  on  his  observations  and  activities  in 
Shanghai.  He  found  it  a  city  of  overwhelming  need. 
There  were  literally  millions  of  refugees  from  the  China 
interior  and  from  Europe.  The  plight  of  the  Jews  was 
particularly  pathetic,  yet  not  more  so  than  that  of  the 
children  deserted  and  lost.  Food  was  the  chief  need,  of 
course,  but  the  speaker's  reference  to  the  tons  of  cloth- 
ing received  and  distributed  was  interesting  too.  How 
these  recitals  of  human  destitution  do  stretch  one's  ca- 
pacity for  compassion. 

Bro.  Howard  Sollenberger  came  next  with  his  graphic 
picture  of  his  experience  in  living  for  a  period  on  leaves 
and  bark  and  the  like — plenty  of  roughage,  he  said,  but 
not  much  nourishment.  He  called  his  work  guerilla  re- 
lief, not  that  it  was  either  by  or  for  the  guerillas,  but 
because  it  had  to  be  carried  on  somewhat  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  warfare  known  by  that  name.  The  greatest 
value  of  his  relief  work,  he  said,  was  found  not  in  the 
material  assistance  rendered,  indispensable  as  that  was, 
but  in  the  strengthening  of  the  spirit  of  the  people  who 
came  through,  living  with  them  and  sharing  their  suf- 
fering. The  most  tragic  note  in  his  story,  of  course,  was 
that  reflected  by  the  heroic  sacrifice  of  his  companion 
in  this  work,  Mr.  Whittaker. 

An  offering  for  the  relief  work  was  taken  at  this  junc- 
ture. We  imagine  it  was  a  little  larger  than  it  would 
have  been  but  for  the  musical  number  which  reminded 
us  how  we  can  prepare  in  this  desert  of  human  need  a 
highway  for  our  God.  Isaiah  had  thought  of  this  long 
before  we  did. 

Civilian  Public  Service 

This  was  the  other  feature  in  this  Brethren  Service 
program,  and  we  shall  only  say  of  it  that  Director  Paul 
H.  Bowman's  address  was  the  ablest  statement  of  the 
pacifist  issue  that  we  have  heard  for  many  a  day.  Per- 
haps he  can  give  it  to  you  himself  in  better  form  than 
this.  It  was  not  so  much  a  report  of  what  has  been 
done — this  has  already  been  given  through  the  Messen- 
ger— as  an  interpretation  of  its  meanings.  In  justifica- 
tion of  this  enterprise  he  cited  its  unique  service  to  our 
government,  its  still  more  unique  service  to  posterity, 
and  its  testimony  to  the  fitness  of  the  Brethren  way  of 
life  for  our  times. 

If  we  are  the  light  of  the  world,  here  is  our  call  to 
let  it  shine.  If  we  are  debtors  to  all  men,  as  Paul  was 
and  as  indeed  we  are,  here  is  how  we  can  pay  some 
of  that  debt.  The  point  was  well  re-enforced  by  a  brief 
statement  by  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  who  is  heading  up  our 
whole  program  of  war  problems  work. 

The  Lighted  Candles 

The  China  presentation  hour  was  a  dramatization  of 
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the  events  leading  up  to  the  departure  of  the  mission- 
aries. We  saw  therein  their  conferences  discussing  the 
request  of  the  American  consulate  that  they  get  out  of 
China.  We  saw  them  decide  to  send  a  deputation  to 
Liao  Chow  to  get  the  facts,  and  heard  its  report  that 
thirteen  had  been  killed.  We  saw  the  reluctant  decision 
to  accept  the  inevitable,  their  distress  as  they  packed 
up  to  go,  their  getting  together  at  Peking  and  consider- 
ing what  to  do  next,  their  joy  on  receiving  £he  news 
that  the  Chinese  Christians  were  determined  to  carry  on. 

The  symbolizing  of  this  hope  by  means  of  the  lighting 
of  the  candles  and  the  acceptance  of  the  new  responsi- 
bility by  the  native  Chinese  church  was  an  impressive 
thing. 

Before  the  Bible  Hour 

There  were  fellowship  suppers  for  young  people  and 
young  adults  and  just  how  they  found  out  which  was 
which  we  did  not  find  out,  but  we  could  only  hope  that 
everybody  concerned  got  to  the  right  place.  We  could 
easily  believe  they  had  a  good  time,  though  the  lines 
were  not  sharply  drawn.  There  was  an  announcement 
too  about  some  pictures  up  at  the  Lincoln  school  build- 
ing, of  special  interest  to  workers  with  children.  Sorry 
we  could  not  see  everything. 

Again  there  were  some  great  hymns  sung  with  the 
spirit  and  we  believe  with  a  good  deal  of  understanding 
also,  before  Dr.  Kurtz  began  his  Bible  study.  This  was 
an  interpretation  of  our  love  feast  symbols,  based  on  the 
scriptures  referring  to  them,  along  with  those  about 
leaving  your  gift  at  the  altar  to  be  reconciled  first  with 
your  brother  and  loving  your  neighbor  at  the  same  time 
you  try  to  love  God.  The  blood  covenant  was  explained 
and  other  kinds  of  covenants  as  well. 

The  big  point  was  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  get- 
ting right  with  God  when  we  are  wrong  with  our  fel- 
low men,  and  our  love  feast  practices  are  designed  and 
well  fitted  to  get  this  vital  truth  properly  straightened 
out  in  our  minds  and  in  our  lives. 

Before  the  Evening  Sermon 

The  Apollo  quartet  and  the  choir  of  the  Calvary 
church  of  Los  Angeles  helped  much  in  creating  a 
healthy  atmosphere.  Good  music  doth  have  charms  to 
soothe  breasts  not  too  savage.  There  was  another  fea- 
ture and  a  very  beautiful  one  it  was. 

Before  the  rostrum  sat  Sister  Myra  Brooks  Welch  in 
her  wheel  chair,  author  of  many  lovely  poems,  among 
them  one  of  the  greatest  ever  written  and  most  widely 
acclaimed,  The  Touch  of  a  Master's  Hand.  Bro.  Edgar 
Rothrock  made  a  statement  about  it  and  the  author, 
and  then  Mrs.  Laura  E.  Haugh,  for  many  years  profes- 
sor of  speech  in  La  Verne  College,  read  the  poem,  ac- 
companied by  Robert  Walker  with  the  violin  and  Vera 
Hoover  Streitzel  at  the  piano.  Incidentally  the  Gospel 
Messenger  was  almost  a  little  proud  to  have  been  the 
first  to  have  published  this  poem,  since  republished  in 
England  and  in  many  papers  of  our  own  country,  often 
without  any  credit  to  the  author. 

The  preacher  was  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher,  long-time  pas- 
tor of  the  Greensburg  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
widely-known  evangelist  and  formerly  member  of  the 
General  Ministerial  Board.  His  theme  was  Jesus  Christ 
the  Hope  of  the  World,  or  The  World's  Need  of  Christ. 
We  cannot  reproduce  the  eloquence  and  emphasis  with 
which  that  theme  was  driven  home  in  the  hearts  of  the 
hearers.  It  was  plain  and  vital  truth,  well  winged  with 
barbed  arrows,  the  kind  that  hurt  only  to  prepare  the 
way  for  sure  healing  and  sound  health. 


The  special  choir  rehearsal  of  great  hymns  and  an- 
thems which  followed  in  the  church  auditorium  we 
were  compelled  to  cancel  from  our  schedule  on  account 
of  a  date  with  an  old  and  very  dear  friend,  Morpheus. 


Monday,  June  23 

Before  Business  Began 

Faith  Looks  Up  and  so  it  did  at  the  men's  breakfast. 
There  were  other  fine  sentiments  in  song  too  before  Bro. 
R.  E.  Mohler  could  get  started  on  his  speech.  He  talked 
about  Great  Certainties,  the  need  of  them  and  how  we 
can  have  them.  The  scientific  method,  which  is  the 
method  of  getting  your  facts  first  and  drawing  conclu- 
sions afterward,  is  hard  on  set  ideas,  such  as  certain 
ones  about  planting  potatoes  and  curing  human  ills,  but 
the  final  outcome  is  good.  Bro.  Mohler  got  his  point 
across  by  means  of  apt  illustrations.  For  instance,  the 
great  woman  who  was  scared  out  of  her  wits  on  her  first 
airplane  ride  because  everything  was  flying  past  her, 
was  quieted  when  she  quit  looking  outside  and  noticed 
that  the  pilot's  seat  did  not  move. 

How  many  times  have  you  helped  to  sing  or  at  least 
heard  sung  I  Love  Thy  Kingdom,  Lord?  Do  you  sup- 
pose there  has  ever  been  an  Annual  Conference  with- 
out the  use  of  that  old  stand-by?  Have  Thine  Own  Way 
is  not  so  old,  but  we  are  coming  to  love  that  one  very 
much  also.  Bro.  Ralph  E.  White  found  the  place  in 
Philippians  where  it  says  "that  I  may  know  him"  and 
more  things  of  like  tenor,  following  this  with  a  prayer 
which  should  have  prepared  all  hearts  to  do  business  for 
the  kingdom  successfully. 

Lay  Representation 

Before  taking  up  the  first  item  under  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness the  Credential  Committee  was  asked  to  report  the 
latest  developments.  It  was  not  ready  but  a  little  later 
did  report  that  302  delegates  from  the  churches  had 
been  registered,  which  with  the  Standing  Committee, 
raised  the  voting  strength  to  369. 

The  usual  rules  were  read.  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter  was 
named  as  timekeeper  with  the  hope  that  his  services 
would  not  be  needed.  Tellers  were  announced  as  fol- 
lows: John  D.  Metzler,  R.  W.  Schlosser,  Ralph  E.  White 
and  Paul  K.  Brandt.  In  this  morning's  session  the  votes 
were  so  decisive  that  they  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  response  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  lay 
representation  was  a  surprise  in  this,  that  no  one  arose 
to  defend  it.  The  way  was  already  open  to  the  service 
of  laymen  on  our  church  boards  and  we  have  had  this 
for  some  years.  But  the  committee's  recommendation 
that  laymen  be  permitted  to  serve  also  on  Standing 
Committee  received  no  support  whatever.  Several 
speeches  were  made  in  opposition  to  the  idea  and  this 
sentiment  prevailed  in  the  action  of  the  delegates.  There 
the  matter  will  probably  rest  for  a  while  at  least. 

More  Unfinished  Business 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Bethany  Hospital  was 
adopted  with  a  change  in  one  section.  This  had  recom- 
mended "that  a  temporary  hospital  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  Annual  Conference  whose  function  it 
shall  be  to  visit  the  institution  and  make  an  annual 
report  thereon."  This  brought  out  quite  a  lively  dis- 
cussion. The  majority  sentiment  did  not  favor  a  com- 
mittee of  this  nature,  not  wishing  to  open  the  door  to 
Conference  supervision  of  private  institutions. 


■WmtT  r^* 
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A  substitute  section  was  adopted  which  leaves  the 
matter  as  heretofore,  with  the  General  Education  Board 
still  responsible  for  counsel  to  medical  students  and 
nurses  in  training. 

New  Relation  to  the  Federal  Council 

A  change  in  the  order  of  business  was  made  at  this 
juncture  in  order  to  permit  the  Conference  to  hear  Bro. 
J.  Quinter  Miller,  associate  secretary  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  since  he  could  not  remain  longer 
than  today.  The  Council  of  Boards  submitted  a  recom- 
mendation, approved  by  the  Standing  Committee,  that 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  accept  membership  in  the 
Federal  Council.  This  also  developed  some  vigorous 
discussion,  but  all  in  good  spirit.  Bro.  J.  Quinter  Mil- 
ler's explanations  and  answers  to  questions  were  much 
appreciated. 

The  answer  of  Standing  Committee  to  the  request  of 
the  Council  of  Boards  was  adopted  by  a  large  majority 
and  Brethren  M.  R.  Zigler  and  W.  Newton  Long  were 
appointed  to  membership  on  the  Federal  Council 
Executive  Committee.  The  selection  of  delegates  to 
represent  us  in  Federal  Council  deliberations  was  de- 
ferred to  a  later  session  of  this  Conference. 

Just  before  adjournment  the  names  of  missionary 
candidates  Sister  Mary  N.  Dadisman  of  Middle  Iowa, 
Franklin  K.  Cassell  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Miller  Cas- 
sell,  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  were  presented  for  ap- 
proval, which  was  enthusiastically  given  by  a  standing 
vote  of  the  whole  congregation. 

The  Great  Missionary  Convocation 

It  was  Monday  afternoon  at  the  great  missionary  con- 
vocation as  these  lines  were  written.  Your  reporter 
maneuvered  to  get  a  good  seat  a  little  way  down  the 
central  aisle  and  in  full  view  of  the  platform  where 
were  to  be  seated  the  speakers  and  others  given  recog- 
nition on  this  occasion.  As  the  incoming  crowd  found 
seats  the  organ  furnished  a  background  of  musical  at- 
mosphere, while  the  photographers  tried  to  get  a  few 
pictures.  Just  then  the  long  line  of  those  headed  for  the 
platform  moved  forward.  Meanwhile  the  waiting  crowd 
looked  on,  or  engaged  in  earnest  work  with  fans  in  the 
interest  of  a  little  cooler  atmosphere. 

With  some  difficulty  the  music  leader  made  the  con- 
gregation understand  that  the  first  song  would  be  that 
moving  call  to  live  For  Christ  and  the  Church.  The 
song  finished,  announcements  were  made  and  the  vari- 
ous groups  on  the  platform  introduced.  Amongst  these 
were  the  Standing  Committee  members,  parents  of  mis- 
sionaries, the  missionaries,  members  of  district  mission 
boards,  Conference  budget  fieldmen,  and  others. 

Then  Bro.  H.  Spenser  Minnich  explained  the  plans  of 
the  afternoon  for  lifting  the  Conference  Offering.  The 
point  of  the  explanation  at  this  stage  was  that  the  mis- 
sion program  might  not  be  interrupted  at  a  later  time. 

It  was  Ida  C.  Shumaker  who  led  in  the  opening 
prayer.  It  will  be  recalled  that  she  has  spent  thirty 
years  on  the  India  mission  field.  She  remembered  the 
three  missionaries  on  the  ill-fated  Zamzam — mission- 
aries who,  we  understand,  are  ready  to  return  to  their 
field  if  the  way  should  reopen. 

The  speaker  for  the  afternoon  was  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack, 
for  fifteen  years  a  member  of  the  General  Mission 
Board,  and  for  twenty  years  general  secretary  of  the 
board.  His  subject  was  The  Challenge  of  the  Present 
Situation  to  Christian  Missions  and  the  Christian  Spirit. 


His  text  was  the  Great  Commission  as  recorded  in  the 
Gospel  of  Mark.  He  pointed  out  that  in  a  time  of  crisis 
men  may  pay  more  attention  to  the  noise  of  the  thunder 
than  to  the  signs  of  dawn.  The  days  in  which  we  live 
are  a  challenge  to  at  least  three  things — to  clear  think- 
ing, to  faith  in  Christ,  and  to  the  mission  spirit.  It  is 
time  for  Christianity  to  arise  and  go  forward.  The  time 
for  action  is  here.  When  we  really  develop  the  mis- 
sionary spirit,  then  we  will  deal  gladly  and  earnestly 
with  problems  near  at  hand. 

Special  music  was  furnished  by  the  members  of  the 
La  Verne  College  male  quartet.  They  sang  I  Want  My 
Life  to  Tell  for  Jesus. 

Three  new  missionaries  were  named.  They  were: 
Franklin  K.  Cassell  and  Margaret  Miller  Cassell,  his 
wife,  who  were  not  able  to  be  present;  Mary  N.  Dadis- 
man, who  was  present  and  dedicated  to  her  mission  task 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands.  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis,  mod- 
erator, was  assisted  in  this  service  by  Bro.  U.  J.  Fike. 
Bro.  Cassell  is  a  doctor  and  with  his  wife  will  go  to 
Africa.  Sister  Dadisman  is  a  trained  nurse;  she  will  go 
to  the  China  field  by  way  of  the  Philippines  as  the  way 
opens,  or  if  this  does  not  develop,  may  be  transferred  to 
India. 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  then  stressed  the  point  that 
both  in  India  and  Africa  our  mission  program  is  going 
forward  in  a  fairly  normal  way.  As  for  China  the  tem- 
porary interruption  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  challenge  to 
efforts  to  reach  out  and  help  by  way  of  India  and  the 
western  gates  to  China. 

The  prayer  of  consecration  was  by  Bro.  Homer  F. 
Caskey,  after  which  the  quartet  sang  an  appropriate 
selection,  the  congregation  joined  in  Blest  Be  the  Tie 
That  Binds,  and  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  dismissed  the 
meeting  with  the  benediction.  Another  great  mission- 
ary convocation  had  come  to  a  close  to  be  laid  up  in  the 
chambers  of  sacred  memory. 

An  Invitation  to  Dinner 

Monday  evening  brought  an  invitation  to  dinner  with 
the  Raymond  Finch  family  at  Covina.  This  church  and 
community  are  especially  dear  to  the  heart  of  your  re- 
porter, since  it  was  at  Covina  that  he  graduated  from 
high  school  and  got  some  beginning  experience  in  busi- 
ness. In  the  Covina  congregation  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry,  and  from  here  was  helped  to  go  to  what  is 
now  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  This  is  enough  to  in- 
dicate why  we  were  happy  to  be  one  of  a  group  to  have 
dinner  with  old  friends.  There  was  one  who  "missed 
the  bus,"  and  so  did  not  get  to  share  in  the  hospitality 
extended  by  our  Covina  friends.  We  doubt  that  he  will 
ever  know  how  much  he  missed  in  lovely  surroundings, 
generous  hospitality  and  genial  fellowship.  All  those 
who  were  present  got  a  new  insight  into  Mrs.  Marie 
Brubaker's  reasons  for  thinking  that  there  is  no  place 
like  Covina. 

Brethren  on  the  Pacific  Slope 

The  dinner  engagement  just  referred  to  did  not  prevent 
your  reporter  from  seeing  the  closing  episodes  in  a  his- 
torical pageant  based  on  Professor  Gladdys  E.  Muir's 
recent  book  entitled  The  Settlement  of  the  Brethren  on 
the  Pacific  Slope.  Nine  episodes  presented  the  history 
of  the  church  from  the  day  of  decision  to  come  to  Amer- 
ica to  the  very  moment  of  sharing  in  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference of  1941.  Of  course  the  main  emphasis  was  upon 
incidents  in  the  story  of  the  settlement  of  the  Brethren 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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Wh^re  trees  are  saved  and  the  surface  soil  is 
conserved  one  will  find  scenes  like  the  one 
E.  G.  Hoff  stopped  to  photograph. 


We  Must 
Save  the  Soil 

BY    WILBUR    H.    STEVENSON 


A  few  years  ago  an  article  like  this  would  never 
have  been  printed.  Until  recently,  people  did  not 
show  much  interest  in  subjects  like  the  conser- 
vation of  soil  and  human  resources.  It  is  probably 
well  to  recall  that  in  the  May  3rd  issue  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger,  Wm.  J.  Tinkle  wrote:  "The  soil  is 
the  greatest  material  gift  that  God  has  given  our 
country."     Yes,  in  fact,  the  earth. 

When  we  speak  of  soil  it  is  the  fertile  topsoil  that 
is  so  important  to  humanity.  When  the  earth 
was  given  to  man  the  Creator  presented  it  with 
a  skinlike  covering  of  fertile  soil  all  ready  for 
his  use.  Yes,  sufficient  for  an  ever-increasing 
humanity,  provided  it  was  used  sanely  and  with 
due  regard  for  conservation  and  not  exploited  and 
wasted.  Science  tells  us  that  the  natural  process- 
es of  making  new  soil  are  constantly  at  work,  but 


that  it  requires  from  500  to  1,000  years  for  nature's 
process  to  create  one  single  inch  of  new  topsoil. 
Science  and  men  have  found  no  way  to  hasten  this 
process. 

Matthew  13  records  in  parable  how  Christ  spoke 
of  proper  land  use  and  warned  of  the  results  of 
disobedience.  Just  why  this  subject  of  soil  losses 
by  erosion  has  never  before  entered  very  effective- 
ly into  our  churches,  our  school  curriculums,  and 
into  the  general  thinking  of  a  nation  possessing 
the  intelligence  and  inventive  genius  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  is  hard  to  explain. 

Our  historic  peace  peoples  have  practically  all 
sprung  from  a  land  gentry.  We  have  been  pro- 
ducing scientists  of  high  standing  in  nearly  every 
scientific  field  since  the  beginning  of  our  national 
life.    We  have  many  old  and  renowned  seminaries, 


The    Bad    Lands    of    the 

Dakotas  showing  what 
happens  when  there  is 
no  vegetation  able  to 
protect    against    erosion. 
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universities,  scientific  societies,  and  institutions, 
carrying  on  various  types  of  research  extension 
and  ministry.  With  all  these  able  scientists,  teach- 
ers and  ministers  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
so  few  people  became  interested,  until  recently, 
in  the  subject  of  soil  erosion.  Before  our  eyes  all 
the  while  are  our  rivers,  running  red  or  yellow, 
carrying  to  the  sea  God's  precious  gift,  the  earth's 
surface  soil,  according  to  the  color  of  the  land 
within  their  watersheds,  and  adding  new  tribu- 
taries in  the  form  of  gullies  being  cut  across 
thousands  of  acres.  So  few  people  thought  to  re- 
late these  obvious  facts  of  land  attrition  to  a 
rapidly  increasing  menace  to  American  agriculture 
and  humanity. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Bennett,  Chief  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  says: 
"I  am  disturbed  that  so  few  people  of  the  United 
States,  even  today,  realize  what  soil  erosion  has 
cost  and  is  costing  our  nation,  or  how  rapidly  the 
losses  are  taking  place.  The  figures  are  so  big  that 
they  are  difficult  to  handle.  It  is  difficult  to  de- 
velop a  mental  yardstick  for  proper  perspective 
of  these  prodigious  losses.  Our  reconnaissance 
and  detailed  surveys  of  the  country  show,  for 
example,  that  282  million  acres  of  crop  and  graz- 
ing land  have  been  essentially  ruined  for  further 
immediate  practical  use;  and  that  about  100  mil- 
lion acres  of  this  severely  damaged  area  once 
constituted  good  cropland — as  good  as  we  had. 
Think  of  the  size  of  this  depleted  area:  it  exceeds 
the  combined  extent  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  all  the 
New  England  states  except  Maine.  It  is  about 
the  size  of  England,  France,  and  Germany  com- 
bined— that  is,  the  Germany  of  a  few  months  ago. 
To  me,  this  tragedy  of  land  impoverishment  and 
wastage  comes  home  sharply  when  I  stop  to  think 
that  most  of  it  has  taken  place  within  a  hundred 
years — or  since  my  own  father  was  born,  in  1833." 

Nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  placing  the  blame 
for  failure  to  recognize  the  devastating  effects  of 
erosion,  or  for  waiting  a  hundred  years  to  start  a 
real  program  of  research,  education,  and  conser- 
vation work  on  the  land.  However,  our  children 
should  know  that  when  our  country  was  young  the 
average  depth  of  topsoil  was  about  nine  inches 
and  now  is  it  only  about  five  inches — about  half 
gone.  They  should  know  that  when  this  thin 
layer  has  been  permitted  to  wash  off,  subsoil  and 
rock  are  exposed  and  that  subsoil  generally  is 
much  less  productive  and  harder  to  till  than 
topsoil.  That  when  white  men  first  discovered  this 
continent  nature  had  protected  its  many  centuries 
of  soil  building  by  a  vegetative  cover  of  trees  and 
grasses.    It  was  the  indiscriminate  clearing  away 


of  nature's  protective  blanket,  breaking  large 
fields  with  the  plow,  and  the  planting  and  tilling 
of  crops  up  and  down  the  slopes  that  produced  a 
condition  to  accelerate  the  running  off  of  water. 
To  illustrate,  too  much  of  our  land  is  like  a  bare 
sloping  cellar  door.  Sprinkle  a  gallon  of  water  on 
a  bare  sloping  cellar  door  and  most  of  it  can  be 
caught  at  the  bottom;  spread  a  rug  over  the  door 
and  repeat  the  operation  and  little  or  no  water  will 
run  off. 

A  preamble  to  the  pressing  need  for  progressive 
education  in  the  field  of  social  conservation  and 
proper  land  use  will  not  solve  the  problem.  From 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from  Canada  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  American  people  must,  for 
their  own  self-defense  and  preservation,  unite 
all  available  sources  in  action  for  correcting  or 
mitigating  the  economic  and  social  forces  which 
tend  to  impel  or  encourage  physical  abuse  of  the 
land.  Doctor  Bennett  says:  "Defense  of  our  soil 
resources  is  a  vital  and  integral  part  of  American 
national  defense.  We  now  know  enough  about 
agriculture,  and  about  our  physical  plant,  to  pro- 
ceed with  reasonable  certainty  toward  an  expan- 
sion or  contraction  of  production  without  de- 
stroying our  agricultural  future  in  the  process." 

Should  we  encourage  our  young  men  and  women 
to  work  with  the  construction  crew  rather  than 
with  the  wrecking  gang? 

Waynesboro,  Pa. 


Brethren  Educational  Pioneering 

BY  D.  W.  KURTZ 
Address  given  Saturday,  June  21 

A  pioneer  is  one  who  goes  ahead  and  prepares 
the  way  for  others.  The  term  usually  refers  to 
those  who  started  movements  and  institutions. 
But  even  though  a  work  is  started  there  is  much 
pioneering  to  be  done  before  the  cause  is  estab- 
lished, for  new  problems  must  be  faced  which  the 
early  promoters  never  thought  about.  And  there 
is  always  much  pioneering  to  be  done  to  face  the 
needs  of  the  future. 

The  great  Pietists  paved  the  way  for  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  One  cannot  really  understand 
our  history  without  referring  back  to  Francke, 
Spener,  Felbinger,  Arnold,  Hochmann  and  others. 
Christopher  Sower,  the  printer,  was  a  real  pioneer 
in  our  church.  He  started  the  first  Sunday  school 
for  Bible  instruction  in  the  world,  more  than  forty 
years  before  Robert  Raikes  started  his  school  for 
secular  instruction  for  the  ragged  children  which 
met  on  Sunday.  Sower  printed  the  first  Bible  in 
a  European  tongue  that  was  printed  in  America; 
also  the  first  religious  magazine.     A  half-million 
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books  came  from  the  Sower  press  before  it  was 
destroyed  in  the  American  Revolution.  Chris- 
topher Sower,  the  second,  who  continued  his  fa- 
ther's printing,  also  helped  to  establish  the  Ger- 
mantown  Academy,  and  contributed  liberally  to- 
ward it. 

After  the  Revolution  the  interest  in  higher  ed- 
ucation was  quiescent,  for  the  energies  of  the 
church  were  expressed  in  expansion.  New  church- 
es were  founded  rapidly  in  an  expanding  area. 

In  1851  Henry  Kurtz  founded  the  Gospel  Visitor. 
He  was  a  real  pioneer.  He  knew  that  no  church 
can  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  without  a  church 
paper  and  education.  People  who  live  in  isolated 
places  will  in  time  develop  their  own  peculiar  doc- 
trines and  practices,  and  in  time  great  differences 
will  cause  schisms.  When  James  Quinter  became 
associated  with  Henry  Kurtz  they  advocated  the 
founding  of  schools  of  higher  learning.  They  saw 
that  the  success  of  the  church  depended  upon  a 
trained  leadership  that  was  of  one  mind.  No  doubt 
the  able  and  timely  counsel  of  these  godly  pioneers 
was  the  real  incentive  for  the  founders  of  our  in- 
stitutions of  higher  learning. 

By  this  time — 1850  to  1860 — we  did  have  many 
leaders  who  were  teachers  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  some  normal  schools  of  the  country.  These 
were  the  persons  who  were  fired  with  the  idea  of 
providing  opportunities  for  education  in  the 
church. 

Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp,  in  his  book,  Educational  His- 
tory of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  gives  a  vivid 
and  clear  account  of  the  movement  toward  higher 
education.  There  were  twenty-two  attempts  to 
start  such  institutions,  but  three  of  these  attempts 
were  given  up  before  classes  were  taught;  the 
other  nineteen  efforts  succeeded  for  a  time,  and 
some  of  them  rendered  a  long  and  valuable  service 
before  they  were  merged  with  the  present  seven 
institutions  that  serve  the  church. 

In  1861  Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp  started  the  first  Brethren 
school  at  Kishacoquillas,  Pa.  The  same  year  James 
Quinter  started  a  school  at  New  Vienna,  Ohio. 
Space  does  not  permit  naming  all  the  institutions 
and  leaders  of  the  twenty-two  pioneering  efforts  in 
the  church.  For  that  the  reader  must  see  Bro. 
Sharp's  book.  But  even  the  shortest  survey  must 
mention  the  Brumbaughs,  H.  B.,  J.  B.  and  A.  B., 
who,  with  Prof.  Zook,  founded  Juniata  College; 
also  Bro.  Sharp,  who  was  the  first  president  of 
four  institutions  and  served  in  others;  James  Quin- 
ter, who  started  one  school  and  was  later  president 
of  Juniata  College;  and  the  leaders  at  Mount  Mor- 
ris, Eld.  M.  S.  Newcomer,  D.  L.  Miller,  and  the 
long  and  valuable  services  of  J.  G.  Royer. 

Eld.  D.  C.  Flory  was  the  founder  and  first  presi- 


dent of  Bridgewater  College,  which  is  the  surviv- 
ing institution  of  a  number  of  pioneering  efforts  in 
the  Southeast.  Eld.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  was  president 
of  at  least  four  institutions,  and  is  still  with  us, 
while  all  the  other  founders  and  pioneers  have 
gone.  To  recount  the  names  is  not  my  purpose, 
but  rather  to  visualize  what  it  means  to  pioneer. 

1.  These  men  had  vision;  they  saw  a  need  in  the 
church  and  felt  prompted  to  do  something  about 
it.  In  the  face  of  indifference  because  of  the  lack 
of  vision  on  the  part  of  others,  and  open  opposi- 
tion, these  men  dared  to  venture  to  found  institu- 
tions for  the  coming  generations  because  they  be- 
lieved the  welfare  of  the  church  and  the  kingdom 
of  God  was  at  stake. 

2.  They  had  to  formulate  plans.  In  some  cases 
they  found  institutions  for  sale  at  reasonable  pric- 
es which  made  it  easier.  At  Mount  Morris,  the 
Methodist  institution,  Rock  River  Seminary,  was 
not  needed  after  Northwestern  University  began 
to  thrive,  and  our  Brethren  secured  the  plant.  So 
it  was  at  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

3.  The  greatest  problem  was  to  solicit  the  in- 
terest of  others;  to  overcome  the  prejudice  and  op- 
position; but  usually  the  hardest  problem  was  to 
move  the  stupendous  indifference  of  the  masses. 
It  is  always  so  with  pioneer  work.  This  effort  of 
our  pioneers  deserves  in  a  special  way  our  admira- 
tion. 

But  when  an  institution  is  started  the  problem 
is  not  solved.  Nineteen  such  institutions  were 
started  and  only  seven  of  them  survive.  We  often 
wonder  whether  our  pioneers  would  have  had  the 
courage  if  they  had  known  what  was  ahead.  New 
problems  demand  new  pioneering. 

In  the  first  decade  of  this  century  Andrew  Car- 
negie became  interested  in  helping  colleges.  Some- 
one raised  the  question:  What  is  a  college?  Of 
course,  Mr.  Carnegie  did  not  know.  So  he  asked 
Dr.  Pritchett,  an  outstanding  educator,  to  make 
a  list  of  the  colleges  for  him.  Dr.  Pritchett  made 
a  curriculum  which  should  go  into  a  college,  then 
measured  all  colleges  by  this  standard.  About 
four  fifths  of  the  colleges  of  the  country  were 
found  wanting,  among  them  some  of  the  proudest 
institutions  of  the  country.  But  in  a  few  years 
most  of  the  colleges  met  the  standard,  and  rejoiced 
that  now  a  uniformity  of  standards  was  achieved. 

Not  many  years  later,  under  the  inspiration  of 
the  labor  organizations,  three  men  founded  the 
North  Central  Association  of  Colleges.  The  real 
purpose  was  to  compel  the  colleges  to  get  big  en- 
dowments and  thus  give  security  and  higher  sal- 
aries to  the  teachers.  But  this  real  purpose  was 
carefully  hidden  under  the  standard  of  courses, 
libraries,  laboratories,  and  the  Ph.  D.  degree,  or 
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its  equivalent,  for  the  teachers.  The  big,  wealthy- 
institutions  had  little  difficulty  in  meeting  these 
requirements,  but  at  first  it  looked  as  though  most 
of  the  smaller  colleges  would  be  crushed.  The  state 
boards  with  their  power  of  accrediting  for  certifi- 
cates to  teach  followed  the  standards  set  up  by 
these  powerful  associations.  Of  course  no  honest 
educator  could  oppose  high  and  worthy  standards 
for  a  college,  but  the  financial  requirements  of  the 
big  city  were  demanded  of  all,  even  though  living 
costs  in  the  small  towns  where  many  of  the  church 
colleges  were  located  were  only  half  of  these  re- 
quirements. This  made  a  crisis.  Some  of  us  who 
lived  through  this  period  and  shed  our  blood  to 
save  our  institutions  will  never  get  the  credit  as 
pioneers;  but  the  fact  is  that  no  founder  of  an  in- 
stitution had  a  harder  task  than  this  generation  of 
leaders  who  had  to  do  the  new  things — meet  the 
higher  standards,  and  raise  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  common  people. 

Pioneering  is  not  over.  Each  generation  has 
new  problems,  and  those  who  lead  and  face  the 
new  tasks  are  in  every  sense  pioneers.  Our  great- 
est need  now  is  a  new  type  of  education.  The  past 
generation  had  to  spend  all  its  energies  to  meet 
new  standards  or  perish.  But  the  Christian  college 
must  pioneer  in  creating  a  different  kind  of  educa- 
tion, goals  different  from  the  past,  and  hence  dif- 
ferent methods.  The  Christian  college  must  be- 
come an  ashram. 

A  few  weeks  ago  it  was  my  privilege  to  spend  a 
quiet  hour  with  a  few  other  ministers  who  met 
with  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  as  our  guest.  At  our 
request  he  spent  the  hour  in  describing  an  ashram. 
His  first  word  was:  "An  ashram  is  not  a  confer- 
ence, or  a  convention,  where  folks  talk  about  life's 
answer;  it  is  the  answer."  An  ashram  is  the  king- 
dom of  God  on  earth,  where  folks  actually  live  to- 
gether as  brothers  and  as  sons  of  God.  No  caste 
and  no  barriers  of  any  kind  are  allowed;  each  per- 
son becomes  completely  free  of  all  jealousies,  re- 
sentments and  barriers  that  exist  between  himself 
and  others,  and  between  himself  and  his  God. 
There  are  study,  conference  and  worship,  but  the 
goal  is  life,  the  life  abundant,  and  the  life  in  tune 
with  God,  which  is  life  eternal. 

Education  in  the  Christian  college  that  simply 
duplicates  and  imitates  the  state  college  is  not 
worth  the  price  it  costs.  The  Christian  colleges 
must  do  something  unique,  something  supremely 
significant,  and  this  is  to  create  the  proper  environ- 
ment for  the  development  of  sons  of  God.  We 
must  demonstrate  the  answer,  and  not  merely  talk 
about  it.  We  must  show  the  world  the  answer  to 
the  human  problem  in  the  terms  of  personality. 
The  Christian  college  must  rise  above  the  mere 


learning  of  the  sciences,  and  use  all  human  wisdom 
as  means  to  the  end — and  the  end  is  a  quality  of 
life  that  is  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  This 
demands  educational  pioneering.  Education  in 
the  past  has  not  accomplished  this,  because  it  has 
not  aimed  at  this  goal.  Education  must  be  infinitely 
more  than  learning — it  must  be  living;  and  the 
learning  can  only  be  done  through  the  living.  Only 
they  who  will  to  live  the  true  life  can  know  the 
teachings  that  abide  and  abound  for  a  civilization 
that  can  endure.  The  Christian  college  is  the  only 
institution  that  is  at  present  organized  to  attempt 
this  venture.  This  calls  for  a  new  race  of  pioneers. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Bits    of   Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 
Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

A  young  man  had  been  working  for  a  Christian  insti- 
tution several  months,  and  was  learning  the  work  well, 
when  suddenly  what  seemed  a  better  opportunity  ap- 
peared and  he  left  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

After  only  two  months  of  work,  however,  the  second 
organization  was  forced  to  remove  his  name  from  the 
pay  roll  because  of  decreased  business.  Returning  to 
his  first  employer,  he  found  his  place  there  had  been 
filled,  hence  he  was  unemployed. 

But  a  fine  thing  happened  today!  Proving  that  it  was 
not  just  Christian  in  name  only,  the  first  institution  gave 
him  some  part-time  work  until  such  a  time  as  he  might 
be  given  regular  employment  again. 

When  a  man's  faith  in  human  nature  is  at  a  rather  low 
ebb,  such  an  act  is  worth  a  multitude  of  exhortations  to 
trust  in  God.  Religion  has  more  meaning  and  reality 
for  this  young  man  and  his  fellow-employees  as  a  result 
of  this   "bit." 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


Impressed  for  Life 

BY  GRACE  HILEMAN  MILLER 

"Well,  how  did  it  sound?"  queried  the  director  of  a 
children's  choir  after  the  rendition  of  a  Christmas  can- 
tata. 

"Very,  very  well!"  responded  a  friend.  "But,  I  just 
thought  as  I  sat  there  listening,  what  a  lot  of  work  for 
just  one  short  hour's  performance!" 

"Really  not  for  just  one  short  hour,  but  the  whole 
lifetime  of  the  threescore  or  more  children  and  young 
people  who  participated.  They  lived  that  Christmas 
story  for  the  moment,  and  will  never  forget  it,"  spoke 
up  a  children's  worker  who  was  in  the  party.  "Every 
time  you  rehearsed  during  the  past  several  months  you 
imbedded  the  Christmas  story  just  that  much  more  per- 
manently in  their  hearts." 

"Thank  you,"  said  the  director.  "I  believe  you  are 
right.  And  there  is  another  side  too:  the  hundreds  of 
people  who  saw  the  manger  scene  acted  out  got  some 
good  from  the  production,  too.  It  was  hard  work,  but  it 
was  well  worth  it  because  of  the  permanent  impress 
made  upon  both  young  and  older  persons." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 
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The  New  Order 

BY  LEO  LILLIAN  WISE 

"And  how  did  you  like  services  this  morning,"  Ann 
asked  her  guest. 

"Haven't  quite  decided  in  my  own  mind,"  Bess  re- 
plied promptly.  "I'm  waiting  for  your  explanations  if 
there  need  be  any." 

"You  see,"  began  Ann,  "it  was  this  way.  Perhaps  you 
noticed  that  by  far  the  most  of  our  audience  was  chil- 
dren and  young  folks.  When  we  were  carrying  out  the 
usual  procedure  of  meeting  for  Sunday  school  fol- 
lowed by  preaching  service  it  was  heart  sickening  to 
have  just  a  handful  of  old  folks  stay  for  the  church 
service.  Empty  seats  are  not  very  inspiring.  Folks  com- 
plained because  the  situation  was  not  to  their  liking. 
And  I  know  that  the  same  thought  must  have  come  to 
more  than  one,  'When  these  folks  are  gone,  who  will 
be  the  worshipers?'  Filially,  this  suggestion  was  made: 
For  one  month  we  will  try  out  a  new  order;  we  will 
have  a  unified  service.  We  will  have  the  worship  serv- 
ice, one  that  is  truly  devotional,  then  our  offertory 
service  to  be  followed  by  the  sermon.  After  this  we 
will  go  to  our  separate  classes,  then  return  for  a  for- 
mal closing." 

"But  were  there  not  doubters  as  to  the  success  of 
such  a  program?"  Bess  asked. 

"Human  nature  being  such  as  is,"  laughed  Ann,  "of 
course  there  were.  Some  said,  'Folks  will  wait  to  come 
just  for  the  class  sessions.'  But  at  the  end  of  the  month 
when  a  vote  was  taken — "  Ann  rocked  gently  in  her 
chair — "it  was  unanimous  that  we  continue  with  the 
unified  service.  And  so  we  have  done  ever  since.  When 
we  are  having  special  programs,  say  Easter  or  Christ- 
mas, then  we  have  class  sessions  in  place  of  the  sermon 
and  the  program  last.  Or  when  the  evangelist  is  pres- 
ent, we  have  his  sermon  the  last  half  of  the  service." 

"And  you  really  like  it  better?"  insisted  Bess. 

"Yes,  we  do,"  Ann  declared.  "To  see  the  pews  filled 
for  church  worship  brings  a  deep  blessing;  we  know 
that  all  are  united  for  one  common  purpose,  that  of 
finding  a  new  awareness  of  the  presence  of  God.  The 
fears  of  some  that  folks  would  come  in  late  purposely 
have  been  largely  unfounded.  To  be  sure,  there  are 
times  when  somebody  comes  late;  but  usually  every 
one  is  in  his  seat  at  the  beginning  of  the  service.  I've 
been  thinking  quite  a  bit  about  it  recently.  I  can 
recall  in  the  days  of  my  early  childhood  visiting  friends 
in  Marysville.  On  Sundays  we  went  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  up  to  the  auditorium  for  the  church  service. 
There  was  something  about  the  service  that  gripped 
my  imagination.  True,  the  beauty  of  the  room  carried 
its  appeal — the  stained  windows  letting  in  the  soft  sun- 
shine, and  the  sonorous  tones  of  the  pipe  organ  carried 
a  message  quite  different  from  the  services  in  my  own 
church  where  we  didn't  have  those  things.  But  don't 
think  for  one  moment  that  I  did  not  enjoy  services  in 
my  own  church!" 

Bess  chuckled  a  bit  as  she  retorted,  "Loyal  to  the 
little  village  church  of  your  youth!" 

"Of  course  I  am,"  Ann  smiled.  "I  couldn't  tell  you  a 
sentence  from  any  of  the  sermons  I  listened  to,  but  I 
could  tell  you  a  bit  about  how  a  shy,  undeveloped  girl 
felt  as  she  came  downstairs  to  the  class  periods  which 
always  followed.  It  was  akin  to  the  sensations  one 
feels   when   he   has   stood   on   top   of   a   high   hill   and 


gazed  into  the  far  distances.  Those  days  held  a  mean- 
ing that  has  not  lost  its  perfume  to  this  day.  And 
you  recall  some  of  the  things  that  irked  us  when  we 
worked  together  in  the  same  church.  How  we  did  not 
always  like  to  hear  a  sermon,  say  this  Sunday  on  the 
topic  of  last  Sunday's  lesson.  I  have  figured  out  the 
reason  for  it,  but  more  about  that  later.  And  I  must 
confess  that  it  is  only  recently  the  meaning  of  it 
dawned  in  my  thick  head.  But  our  pastor  has  been 
preaching  sermons  upon  the  day's  topic  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  older  classes,  and  then  in  our  class 
it  would  seem  as  if  one  or  more  pertinent  sentences 
he  had  uttered  were  the  focal  points  for  our  own 
consideration,  and  had  opened  the  way  for  illumin- 
ating discussion.  We  had  been  challenged  and  led. 
And  it  came  to  me  like  a  clear  flash  just  lately,  that 
this  change  is  a  good  thing  for  the  pastor  of  the  flock; 
he  really  has  a  chance  to  lead  his  people  into  paths 
of  thoughtful  communion  with  God.  Now  we  are  led, 
and  not  irked!  For  in  other  days  we  had  heard  the 
discussion  of  the  lesson  before  we  heard  the  sermon, 
and  we  anticipated  what  the  man  would  say." 

"Come,  come,"  said  Bess  in  mock  chiding,  "the 
preacher  could  preach  on  the  lesson  topics  the  Sunday 
before  if  he  were  working  under  the  other  system." 

"To  be  sure  he  could,"  agreed  Ann,  "but  so  many 
times  he  does  not.  Regardless  of  what  he  touches  upon, 
a  preacher  needs  to  have  folks  to  hear  him  to  make 
his  message  truly  effective.  And  since  we  have  been 
following  the  unified  service  for  the  past  several  years 
I'm  glad  we  have  it  so  with  us.  To  be  sure,  there  are 
times  when  folks  come  in,  folks  who  do  not  worship 
with  us  regularly,  and  they  are  rather  chagrined  to 
find  they  have  missed  the  sermon;  but  we  can't  very 
well  help  that.  The  point  is  that  we  are  trying  to  do  the 
best  for  our  folks  under  the  existing  conditions.  And 
we  are  having  our  young  folks  and  children  brought 
up  in  worship  habits." 

"And  in  this  day,"  Bess  said  thoughtfully,  "it  is  es- 
sential that  children  and  grownups  alike  be  kept  very 
conscious  of  the  power  of  God,  of  the  call  of  God,  of 
the  high  places  where  one  goes  to  find  strength  so  he 
might  come  down  into  the  deep  valleys  and  wage  a 
war  against  the  powers  of  evil." 

"So  whether  a  church  finds  its  need  to  be  a  unified 
service  or  not,"  Ann  mused,  "really  the  new  order  is 
the  way  we  find  best  for  reaching  folks  and  helping 
them  to  know  God  a  little  better.  What  people  most 
need  is  to  find  strength  for  their  day  and  salvation  for 
their  souls." 

DeGraff,  Ohio. 


Clean  Words 

BY    JULIA    GRAYDON 

Not  long  ago  I  read  in  a  newspaper  what  George  Mat- 
thew Adams,  writer  of  breezy  and  helpful  paragraphs, 
said  of  Walt  Mason,  the  well-known  writer  of  humor,  af- 
ter his  death:   "He  never  wrote  an  unwholesome  word." 

Of  how  many  writers  of  today  can  that  be  said?  They 
write  to  please,  and  so  did  he.  He  did  not  preach,  nor 
do  they;  but  he  did  not  waste  his  time  in  giving  to  the 
world  "unwholesome"  thoughts. 

We  read  what  he  said  and  laughed,  but  see  no  evil 
picture  or  suggestion  in  his  words. 

Perhaps  he  took  for  his  motto  in  life:  "Blessed  are 
the  pure  in  heart  for  they  shall  see  God." 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Church  of  the  Brethren  Mission  in  China 

1940  Yearly  Report 


BY  F.  H.  CRUMPACKER  AND  E.  L.  IKENBERRY 


In  spite  of  the  turmoil  and  uncertainty  of  war,  all  de- 
partments of  our  mission  progressed  fairly  well  until 
circumstances  forced  the  closing  of  the  entire  mission 
(but  not  of  the  Chinese  church)  the  first  week  of  De- 
cember. 

Mission  Personnel 

1940  has  been  a  year  of  "stretch  and  strain"  on  the 
mission  staff.  Workers  have  been  far  too  few  for  the 
tasks  and  opportunities  of  service.  Illness  and  death 
also  depleted  our  ranks.  We  started  the  year  with 
twenty-four  missionaries.  Early  in  January  during  a 
typhus  epidemic  at  Liao  Chow,  Sister  Myrtle  Pollock 
passed  on  to  her  eternal  reward.  She  literally  "died  in 
the  harness"  with  this  virulent  disease  while  caring  for 
over  thirty  refugee  children  in  the  hospital.  The  illness 
of  Sister  J.  Homer  Bright  compelled  them  to  seek  med- 
ical aid  at  Peking  early  in  the  spring  and  made  neces- 
sary a  health  furlough,  thus  leaving  the  Show  Yang  sta- 
tion with  only  two  lady  workers.  The  D.  R.  Parker 
family,  Mary  Schaeffer  and  O.  C.  Sollenberger  returned 
home  on  regular  furlough  by  midyear.  They  all  de- 
served rest.  During  the  summer  we  shifted  workers 
from  place  to  place  while  a  few  went  to  the  coast  for 
two  months  of  interfurlough  rest.  In  early  October  we 
were  encouraged  by  the  long-delayed  return  of  the 
Smith  family  for  work  at  Show  Yang.  The  coming  of 
five  new  workers  brought  good  cheer  to  our  hearts,  and 
the  return  of  Corda  Wertz  helped  to  strengthen  the 
medical  staff. 

Some  Statistics 
Evangelism:  The  results  of  evangelism  were  very  en- 
couraging. The  response  to  the  gospel  message  and  the 
open  door  to  preaching  was  never  better.  In  spite  of 
war  conditions  and  restrictions  that  permitted  no  night 
meetings  our  record  of  baptism  was  normal.  A  total  of 
233  men,  women  and  youth  were  received  into  the 
church  at  three  stations.  Rural  conditions  did  not  make 
it  possible  to  hold  the  usual  baptism  classes  in  village 
areas,  but  the  instruction  of  inquirers  by  evangelists  and 
deacons  continued.  There  were  eighteen  evangelists, 
three  ordained  pastors  and  fifteen  Bible  women  and 
teachers  at  work  in  our  field.  (Many  of  these  now  have 
been  carrying  on  for  months  very  faithfully  with  no 
mission  support.) 

Schools:  Outside  of  small  interferences  our  schools 
continued  normal  the  first  half  year.  There  were  410 
pupils  at  Ping  Ting;  ninety  at  Show  Yang  and  fifty  at 
Liao  Chow.  During  the  summer,  however,  several 
teachers  were  arrested.  Those  at  Liao  Chow  lost  their 
lives,  and  schools  there  were  closed.  At  Ping  Ting  and 
Show  Yang  schools  opened  up  late  but  with  a  large  at- 
tendance. The  religious  interest  with  extra-curricular 
Bible  classes  held  up  well  up  to  the  abrupt  ending  of  all 
schoolwork. 

Relief  Schools:  Besides  the  regular  schools  of  the 
mission  about  500  destitute  boys  and  girls  were  fed  two 
hot  meals  a  day  in  relief  schools.  They  had  several 
hours  of  instruction  in  the  "3  R's"  as  well  as  in  Bible 


stories  and  Christian  hymns.  These  schools  opened  be- 
fore Christmas  and  continued  through  May.  We  were 
just  ready  to  open  these  schools  again  when  the  mission 
was  forced  to  close  in  early  December. 

Women's  Schools:  In  all  the  stations,  except  Taiyuan, 
where  we  have  no  institutional  work,  the  women's 
schools  were  full.  In  wartimes  this  is  to  be  expected 
as  many  gentry  families  seek  to  have  their  younger 
women  in  the  protected  seclusion  of  the  mission  com- 
pound. In  our  three  schools  there  were  a  total  of  362 
women.  Many  of  them  were  of  high  school  rank,  hav- 
ing been  formerly  in  government  normal  schools.  These 
young  women  usually  become  fine,  trained  Christian 
homemakers  and  are  important  folks  in  the  future  Chi- 
nese church. 

Medical  Work:  At  Ping  Ting  the  hospital  was  almost 
always  full  with  many  surgical  cases  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  T.  B.  patients  for  special  treatment.  Much  X- 
raying  and  fluoroscoping  was  done.  The  Liao  Chow  hos- 
pital was  full  of  refugee  children  typhus  cases  during 
the  early  weeks  of  the  year.  War  conditions  did  not 
allow  many  patients  to  come  from  rural  areas.  The  ar- 
rest of  the  head  doctor  and  laboratory  nurse  in  August 
closed  the  hospital.  These  two  fine,  well-trained  men 
lost  their  lives,  a  permanent  loss  to  medical  work  in 
China.  For  some  years  the  Chinese  type  of  hospital  at 
Show  Yang  has  been  run  by  a  Christian  Chinese  doctor, 
one  of  our  own  members.  This  year  he  finished  pay- 
ments for  the  original  purchase  and  was  given  a  deed  to 
the  hospital.  A  very  happy  relation  has  existed  be- 
tween the  mission  and  this  hospital  and  our  mission  doc- 
tors are  often  called  from  Ping  Ting  for  major  surgical 
cases.  This  hospital  also  cares  for  the  health  of  school 
children  and  persons  on  relief.  A  few  estimates  for  the 
year  are  given:  In-patients,  Ping  Ting,  900;  Liao  Chow, 
150;  Show  Yang,  150.  Out-patients,  Ping  Ting,  1,300; 
Liao  Chow,  1,500;  Show  Yang,  3,600. 

General  Relief  Work 

After  three  years  of  war  and  disturbances  the  needs 
of  relief  become  acute.  The  price  of  millet,  the  staple 
food  of  Shansi,  rose  from  the  normal  of  Mex.  $5  a  bag  to 
$45  a  bag.  Wages  increased  but  little  and  this  caused 
much  suffering  in  the  cities.  In  some  rural  areas  crops 
failed  and  famine  with  some  starvation  prevailed.  Re- 
lief work  is  difficult  in  war-torn  areas  where  grain  can- 
not be  moved  at  will.  On  several  country  trips  relief 
was  administered  in  the  worst  famine  villages.  In  the 
larger  centers  about  2,000  families  were  helped  either 
by  issuing  grain  by  the  month  or  funds  for  buying  it. 
All  cases  were  investigated  by  responsible  committees 
and  the  giving  was  according  to  need  and  the  number 
of  mouths  to  feed. 

What  of  the  Future? 
Leaders  in  Training:  There  are  about  forty  splendid 
Brethren  young  men  and  women  in  training  for  the  fu- 
ture leadership  of  the  church.  These  are  in  several  mis- 
sion schools  in  North  China,  and  many  are  supported  by 
scholarships.     They  include  pre-medical,   nursing,  nor- 
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mal  school,  Bible  school  and  general  academic  students. 
This  training  of  leaders  continues  since  the  mission  was 
closed. 

Daily  Prayers:  One  chief  source  of  strength  to  the 
Chinese  church  in  these  trying  days  is  prayer.  The 
Christian  with  his  trust  and  poise  is  quite  a  contrast  to 
his  often  terrified  neighbor  who  has  lost  his  trust  in 
idols.  Our  daily  prayers  at  Ping  Ting  had  an  attendance 
of  over  a  hundred:  about  fifty  at  Liao  Chow  and  Show 
Yang.  At  Taiyuan  there  were  three  Bible  study  groups 
with  an  attendance  of  around  twenty.  A  praying  church 
need  not  fear  for  the  future. 

The  Chinese  Church  Carries  On:  The  goal  of  all  mis- 
sion work  is  to  produce  native  churches.  It  is  most 
heartening  to  report  that  the  Chinese  church  carries  on 
in  a  wonderful  way  giving  its  testimony  and  witness  in 
spite  of  all  sorts  of  difficulty.  Church  worship  at  Ping 
Ting  is  attended  by  over  a  hundred  every  Sunday  since 
the  mission  closed.  Show  Yang  and  Taiyuan  are  carry- 
ing on  with  a  good  attendance  also.  Most  of  the  Chi- 
nese leaders  are  faithful  to  their  tasks  and  there  are 


some  signs  of  local  support.  The  village  church  groups 
carry  on  about  as  usual  for  wartimes.  Lay  leadership 
by  farmer  deacons  continues.  The  laymen's  training 
of  the  past  years  now  bears  fruit.  The  Chinese  church 
is  now  being  "tried  by  fire"  but  we  believe  that  the 
(almost)  three  thousand  members  of  our  church  will  give 
a  good  account  of  themselves  during  these  months  when 
the  missionaries  are  barred  from  Shansi.  The  Chinese 
church  is  laying  a  secure  foundation  and  finding  itself. 
When  these  trying  days  are  over  and  the  mission  can 
return  to  our  areas  we  expect  to  find  a  strong  church 
ready  to  work  hand  in  hand  with  the  mission  for  the 
evangelization  of  the  hundreds  of  villages  that  have  not 
yet  been  touched  by  the  gospel. 
Home  on  Furlough  From  China. 


"Cultivate  humility — or  whatever  grace  it  is  that 
keeps  one  from  flaring  up  when  criticized.  Do  not  be 
swayed  by  every  opinion.  Take  time  to  calmly  con- 
sider whether  there  be  any  truth  in  these  opinions,  and 
then  act  accordingly." 


General  Statistics  of  Giving  for  Year  Ended  February  28,   1941 
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6,243 

4,441.46 

1,498.84 

7,470 

1,244.36 

546.21 

4,095 
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29.73 

816 

7,803.45 

2,024.06 

5,059 

6,329.71 

1,505.77 

4,509 

391.93 

56.73 

1,321 

5,604.55 

669.91 

3,509 

15,904.05 

2,096.72 

11,288 

12,805.40 

2,212.06 

12,625 

35.434.98 

8,081.05 

10,910 

12,425.08 

4,133.24 

7,437 

6,875.95 

2,179.97 

5,971 
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1,445.59 

3,212 
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1,448.29 
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15,368.10 
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3,476.39 
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1,432.03 
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148.69 

45.00 
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439.32 

216.02 
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8,205.78 
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5,029 

3,350.51 

679.98 

2,934 

4,898.21 

904.12 

2,404 

6,669.73 

940.61 

1,878 

1,817.11 

274.04 

1,226 

973.37 

240.83 

1,350 

1,464.50 

1,547.94 

1,795 

479.41 

188.83 

870 

434.49 

147.13 

909 

2,296.61 

406.21 

2,054 

1,116.27 

270.57 

1,505 

875.77 

264.27 

1,289 

410.34 

359.51 

457 

513.06 

156.16 

1,053 

475.87 

32.61 

898 

224.49 

90.50 

674 

3,570.91 

1,633.90 

2,896 

8,308.48 
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936.47 

377.31 
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1,036.69 

238.32 
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1,872.53 
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Conference   Budget 
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Per   Member 


Churches 
Contributing 


Florida    and    Georgia    

North    and    South   Carolina    . . 

Tennessee     

Southern     Virginia     

First    Virginia     

Eastern    Virginia     

Second    Virginia     

Northern    Virginia     

First    West    Virginia    

Second     West     Virginia     

Eastern    Maryland     

Middle    Maryland    

Western     Maryland     

S.  E.   Pa.,   N.   J.   and  E.   N.   Y. 

Middle     Pennsylvania     

Western    Pennsylvania    

Eastern    Pennsylvania     

Southern     Pennsylvania     

Northeastern     Ohio     

Northwestern    Ohio    

Southern    Ohio    

Michigan       

Northern     Indiana     

Middle    Indiana    

Southern     Indiana     

Western    Canada    

N.    Dakota    and    E.    Montana 
N.  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 

Southern    Illinois     

N.  Iowa,  Minn.,  &  S.  Dakota   . 

Middle    Iowa    

Southern    Iowa     

Nebraska     

Northeastern    Kansas     

Northwestern    Kansas     

Southeastern    Kansas     

Southwestern    Kansas    

Colorado     

Okla.,  P.  Texas  and  N.  Mex. 

Texas  and  Louisiana    

Northern     Missouri     

Middle    Missouri     

S.  Missouri  and  Arkansas 

Northern     California      

S.   California   and   Arizona    . . . 
Idaho   and   Western   Montana 

Oregon     

Washington      

Unallocated     


1931 

$3.06 

.22 

.36 

.22 

.64 

.89 

1.38 

.84 

1.05 

.55 

2.58 

2.80 

.60 

3.11 

1.59 

1.27 

4.25 

3.19 

2.70 

1.75 

1.90 

1.20 

2.29 

2.67 

1.72 

.94 

1.17 

3.19 

1.66 

3.50 

7.65 

2.76 

1.07 

1.74 

1.68 

1.10 

1.86 

1.41 

1.62 

1.73 

1.00 

1.11 

.58 

2.33 

6.13 

4.16 

2.13 

2.09 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1.51 

2.17 

2.58 

1.81 

.04 

.09 

.08 

.06 

.28 

.23 

.24 

.31 

.22 

.24 

.27 

.30 

.64 

.55 

.59 

.58 

.57 

.57 

.63 

.61 

.98 

.92 

.93 

.91 

.44 

.53 

.53 

.53 

.54 

.59 

.53 

.61 

.22 

.26 

.16 

.18 

1.64 

1.68 

1.54 

1.57 

1.21 

1.45 

1.40 

1.52 

.30 

.29 

.34 

.43 

1.34 

1.43 

1.53 

1.42 

1.12 

1.32 

1.21 

1.30 

.74 

.88 

.89 

.90 

2.88 

3.09 

3.22 

3.41 

1.80 

1.91 

1.72 

1.76 

1.41 

1.52 

1.30 

1.19 

1.18 

1.42 

1.31 

1.02 

1.30 

1.46 

1.46 

1.58 

.88 

.84 

.91 

.81 

1.47 

1.66 

1.79 

1.47 

1.69 

1.92 

1.75 

1.94 

1.76 

1.65 

1.85 

1.28 

.57 

.43 

.20 

.26 

.59 

.60 

.70 

.83 

1.50 

1.66 

1.67 

1.59 

1.01 

.98 

1.03 

1.08 

1.69 

1.81 

1.74 

1.85 

2.59 

2.44 

2.21 

2.10 

.94 

1.20 

1.13 

1.18 

.44 

.41 

.49 

.65 

.74 

.61 

.72 

.74 

.78 

.55 

.64 

.49 

.73 

.57 

.51 

.67 

1.08 

1.19 

1.38 

1.29 

.64 

.62 

.74 

.76 

1.07 

.73 

.98 

.92 

.74 

.96 

.85 

.76 

.53 

.28 

.27 

.40 

.55 

.40 

.32 

.44 

.43 

.43 

.42 

.33 

1.23 

1.50 

1.26 

1.39 

3.03 

2.71 

3.30 

2.70 

.75 

.76 

.86 

.58 

1.56 

1.90 

1.85 

1.42 

.80 

1.01 

.97 

.94 

1940 

2.39 

.05 

.32 

.40 

.50 

.69 

.93 

.53 

.37 

.29 

1.47 

1.35 

.34 

1.63 

1.34 

.89 

3.21 

1.68 

1.11 

1.41 

1.47 

.89 

1.52 

1.79 

1.47 

.28 

.71 

1.53 

.95 

1.83 

2.48 

1.26 

.57 

.78 

.47 

.58 

.98 

.66 

.88 

.85 

.35 

.44 

.39 

1.21 

2.10 

.71 

1.25 

.78 


1941 

2.01 

.10 

.35 

.42 

.49 

.71 

1.05 

.59 

.30 

.22 

1.54 

1.40 

.30 

1.60 

1.41 

1.01 

3.25 

1.67 

1.15 

1.19 

1.62 

.83 

1.71 

1.72 

1.39 

.36 

.77 

1.63 

1.14 

2.04 

3.55 

1.48 

.72 

.82 

.55 

.48 

1.12 

.74 

.68 

.90 

.49 

.53 

.33 

1.23 

2.10 

.58 

1.65 

.89 
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|$238,177.36|$67 ,541.561176,908  | 


1,0171   66|186|452|313 


Average  pf  entire  Brotherhood 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  July  6 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Gospel  Is  Taken  Into  Eu- 
rope.— Acts  6:15.  Golden  Text,  Come  over  into  Mace- 
donia, and  help  us.    Acts  16:9. 

Christian  Workers,  In  Work,  Prov.  6:6-11. 

B.  Y.  P.  D„  Honesty  Pays  in  Our  Community. 

Intermediates,  Citizens  of  the  World. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  church,  Ind. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Wawaka  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Ray 
Shank,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Mingo  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Walter 
Hartman,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  111.,  Bro. 
Galen  Gerdes,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Tire  Hill  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Wil- 
liam H.  Rummel,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized,  two  received  by  letter  and  one  re- 
claimed in  the  Schoolfield  church,  Va. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Welsh 
Run  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Christian  Gibble,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Marsh 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Norman  K.  Musser,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized,  two  reclaimed  and  nine  received  by 
letter  in  the  Ellisforde  church,  Wash.,  Bro.  Ralph  G. 
Rarick,  evangelist,  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray   for   the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  July  14,  in  the  Alli- 
son Prairie  church,  111. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  June  29— July  13,  in 
the  Allentown  church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  July  30,  in  the  Moun- 
tain Valley  church,  Tenn. 

Ero.  S.  Clyde  Weaver,  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  July  6- 
20,  in  the  Berkey  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  V.  F.  Schwalm,  president-elect  of  Manchester 
College,  asks  his  correspondents  to  note  that  after  July 
5  his  address  will  be  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  instead  of 
McPherson,  Kans. 

The  three  Africa-bound  missionary  nurses  who  were 
on  the  Zamzam  have'  been  back  in  the  United  States  for 
several  days  at  the  time  of  this  writing.  Miss  Sylvia 
Oiness,  one  of  the  three,  is  visiting  the  mission  offices 
and  the  Publishing  House  as  this  issue  goes  to  press. 


Our  routine  work  on  Wednesday  of  last  week  was 
very  pleasantly  interrupted  when  Brother  and  Sister 
Fred  Miller  and  their  three  children  of  the  Polo,  111., 
church  stopped  for  a  visit  to  the  Publishing  House.  All 
seemed  favorably  impressed  except  the  youngest  child, 
whose  four  months  gave  her  scant  background  for  ap- 
preciation of  her  church's  publishing  interests. 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Sterling,  111.,  church  will  observe  its  fiftieth  an- 
niversary on  Sunday,  July  27,  with  an  all-day  meeting. 
The  history  of  the  church  will  be  dramatized  by  the 
same  characters  who  helped  to  make  it.  The  invitation 
to  attend  this  celebration  is  extended  especially  to  for- 
mer members. 

A  rededication  service  and  thirty-third  anniversary  of 
the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  North  Borthwick  and 
Killingsworth  Court,  Portland,  Oregon,  will  be  held  on 
Sunday,  July  13.  There  will  be  the  Sunday  school  at 
9:55  A.M.,  the  rededication  services  at  11:00  A.M.,  din- 
ner at  the  church  at  noon,  and  an  afternoon  program. 
The  church  auditorium  has  been  redecorated  and  re- 
varnished,  and  some  changes  have  been  made.  All  for- 
mer members  and  friends  are  invited  to  attend. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  July  20,  at  2  o'clock  a  centen- 
nial celebration  will  be  held  at  the  William  Bissicumer 
home,  a  short  distance  from  the  place  where  the  old 
Arnolds  Grove  church  stood  near  Mt.  Carroll,  111.  This 
centennial  concerns  itself  with  the  building  of  the  house 
100  years  ago  this  summer.  This  homestead  is  very  sig- 
nificant in  the  history  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  of 
Northern  Illinois,  as  it  was  here  the  first  love  feast  of 
the  Brethren  was  held  in  this  district.  An  invitation 
is  extended  to  all  to  attend  this  service.  Brethren  C.  D. 
Bonsack,  J.  E.  Miller,  John  Heckman  and  others  will 
have  a  part  on  the  program. 


Gbcut  iSooki 


One  Hundred  and  One  Prayers  for  Peace.  Compiled 
by  G.  A.  Cleveland  Shrigley.    $1.00. 

One  hundred  and  one  outstanding  Christian  leaders 
pour  out  their  hearts  in  earnest  supplication  for  forgive- 
ness and  guidance  of  Almighty  God  in  one  of  mankind's 
darkest  hours.  One  is  impressed  by  the  common  note 
of  confession  throughout  these  prayers.  There  is  no 
nationalistic  spirit,  no  trace  of  racial  or  class  pride,  but 
rather  a  deep  contrition  for  the  folly  of  our  common 
humanity  and  lost  opportunity  in  better  days.  These 
prayers  are  beautifully  expressed  in  stately  and  fervent 
words.  This  is  what  one  would  expect  from  such  lead- 
ers as:  Gaius  Glenn  Atkins,  Hugh  Elmer  Brown,  Henry 
Sloane  Coffin,  Albert  Edward  Day,  Harry  Emerson  Fos- 
dick,  William  Hiram  Foulkes,  John  Haynes  Holmes. 
Ivan  Lee  Holt,  Walter  M.  Horton,  Mildred  H.  McAfee, 
Leslie  B.  Moss,  A.  J.  Muste,  James  Myers,  Daniel  A. 
Poling,  Howard  Chandler  Robbins,  Paul  Scherer,  Vida 
Scudder,  Robert  E.  Speer,  Frederick  K.  Stamm,  William 
L.  Stidger,  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle,  Mary  E.  Woolley  and 
many  others. — Merlin  C.  Shull. 
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Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 

(Continued    From    Page   8) 

on  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  evening's  program  was  a 
most  appropriate  conclusion  to  the  program  part  of  the 
Conference  activities.  Miss  Muir  has  so  mastered  the 
history  of  the  serial  dealt  with  that  she  was  able  to 
choose  and  present  incidents  which  enabled  one  to  re- 
live the  story  of  the  settlement  of  the  Brethren  through- 
out the  Pacific  region.  For  those  who  may  present  the 
pageant  in  the  future,  we  suggest  a  little  further  re- 
search in  the  matter  of  costumes,  technique  of  lining  a 
hymn  and  kind  of  beard  worn  by  certain  of  the  char- 
acters represented.  We  realize  that  a  first  presentation 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  show  the  refinement  in  minor 
details  which  will  come  with  later  showing. 

Some  Interesting  Figures 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  Bro.  H.  Spenser  Min- 
nich  reported  the  figure  for  the  Conference  Offering. 
This  year's  offering  was  stated  as  $57,675,  as  against 
$49,022  for  a  year  ago.  This  is  surely  a  heartening  re- 
sponse, and  especially  so  in  the  light  of  additional  giv- 
ing for  relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service. 


Tuesday,  June  24 

Another  pleasantly  cool  night  has  passed  and  another 
bright  new  day  begun.  It  is  Tuesday  morning,  and 
Tuesday  is  the  last  day  of  Conference,  so  far  as  recent 
experience  is  concerned.  How  things  will  go  this  year 
we  cannot  now  say,  but  with  several  speeches  out  of  the 
way  it  is  our  guess  that  things  will  move  more  rapidly. 
We  may  still  recover  and  go  forward  on  schedule.  As 
we  came  in  a  bit  early  Bro.  Brightbill  was  improvising 
at  the  organ.  Soon  after,  the  people  were  filing  in.  And 
then,  as  this  paragraph  was  finished,  Moderator  Davis 
reminisced  a  bit  about  what  it  cost  some  of  the  pio- 
neers to  build  with  Christ.  Bro.  C.  O.  Beery  led  in  the 
opening  prayer. 

The  Beginning  of  Business 

Several  matters  were  expeditiously  handled  as  busi- 
ness was  resumed.  The  first  item  given  attention  was 
the  matter  of  representation  to  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches.  Five  were  nominated  and  accepted  for  a 
two-year  term.  They  are:  M.  R.  Zigler,  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man, D.  W.  Kurtz,  Edward  K.  Ziegler  and  Paul  H.  Bow- 
man. The  alternates  are:  R.  E.  Mohler,  Virgil  Stine- 
baugh  and  W.  W.  Slabaugh. 

Taking  up  the  matter  of  appointments,  it  was  noted 
that  C.  G.  Hesse  was  reappointed  for  the  Pastors'  Asso- 
ciation; to  the  national  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet,  Grace  Bow- 
man's appointment  of  some  months  ago  was  confirmed; 
Kurtis  Naylor  was  reappointed,  and  the  name  of  Chal- 
mer  Johnson  accepted  in  the  place  of  that  of  David 
Studebaker.  The  last  was  the  result  of  a  clarification 
and  adjustment  in  the  matter  of  terms  of  service. 

The  committee  appointed  to  the  Woodberry  church  of 
Maryland  is  as  follows:  James  M.  Moore,  M.  J.  Brougher 
and  Rufus  Bucher. 

At  this  point  a  general  motion  to  receive  new  busi- 
ness as  it  might  be  offered  was  passed.  This  was  to  ex- 
pedite matters  as  Conference  moves  forward  into  the 
business  of  the  day. 

Report  of  the  General  Mission  Board 
Coming  to  the  matter  of  reports,  Bro.  Chas.  D.  Bon- 
sack  led  off  for  the  General  Mission  Board.     As  many 


readers  will  know,  the  report  was  not  read,  but  used  by 
the  general  secretary  as  a  basis  of  an  oral  presentation. 
He  called  special  attention  to  recent  resolutions  of  the 
board  to  the  effect  that  we  ought  to  strengthen  the  work 
at  home  and  abroad,  sacrificially  support  our  Christian 
program,  call  for  additional  workers  for  the  mission 
fields,  strengthen  our  reserve  funds,  strive  to  deepen  our 
faith,  and  call  upon  our  people  to  do  even  more  to  pro- 
mote understanding  and  goodwill.  The  report  was 
adopted  as  corrected — figures  in  one  case  needing  a 
slight  change  due  to  a  typographical  error. 

The  board,  asking  for  advice  in  the  matter  of  sending 
out  missionaries,  received  a  vote  of  confidence,  it  being 
passed  that  the  church  support  whatever  program  the 
General  Mission  Board  feels  justified  in  carrying  for- 
ward. 

The  spirit  of  moving  ahead  showed  itself  in  the  de- 
cision to  accept  the  statement  of  the  Conference  Audit- 
ing Committee  as  it  applies  to  the  various  financial  re- 
ports of  the  boards. 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  chairman  of  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  then  presented  the  status  of  the  secretaries. 
Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  is  to  continue  in  an  advisory  ca- 
pacity on  half  time;  Bro.  Leland  S.  Brubaker  will  take 
up  his  new  duties  as  general  secretary  beginning  Sept. 
1.  A  vote  of  appreciation  was  extended  Bro.  Bonsack 
for  long  and  valued  service.  Reference  was  made  to 
Financial  Secretary  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Treasurer  C. 
M.  Culp,  and  Sister  Anetta  Mow  of  the  mission  office, 
and  to  the  splendid  work  they  are  doing. 

The  Publishing  House  Report 

Bro.  E.  M.  Hersch,  manager  of  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House,  presented  the  report  for  the  House.  He 
called  attention  to  the  fine  co-operation  he  has  received 
during  the  past  year.  As  for  the  100%  Gospel  Messen- 
ger club,  it  has  been  well  received  and  it  is  hoped  there 
will  be  such  a  continued  increase  in  Messenger  circula- 
tion that  no  increase  in  price  will  be  necessary.  If  those 
who  order  magazines  will  do  so  through  the  House, 
what  is  made  on  these,  and  at  no  additional  cost  to  sub- 
scribers, would  take  care  of  what  is  lost  on  one's  Mes- 
senger subscription.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the 
trade-in  plan  on  Hymnals,  which  is  enabling  many 
churches  to  get  new  books.  Then  there  are  the  new 
books  being  printed.  Why  not  a  new  book  a  year  in  ev- 
ery Brethren  home?  Bro.  J.  E.  Miller's  new  volume, 
The  Story  of  Our  Church,  would  be  a  good  first  book  to 
order.  The  report  was  received  with  a  standing  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  House  manager. 

Report  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  reported  for  the  seminary.  He 
mentioned  the  good  attendance  during  the  past  year, 
the  favorable  prospects  for  the  coming  year,  the  possi- 
bilities for  increasing  unity  in  thought  and  outlook 
throughout  the  church  by  seeking  to  have  all  our  work- 
ers trained  in  our  own  seminary.  The  past  school  year 
was  closed  with  a  balance  in  the  black. 

Work  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 

Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  reported  for  his  board,  re- 
viewing the  report  as  printed  in  the  booklet.  He  cov- 
ered such  points  as:  general  services  of  the  board, 
changes  in  staff,  lesson  materials  and  periodicals,  field 
work,   leadership  education,   and  the  work  of  the  age 

(Continued  on  Page  28) 
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Giving  of  Individual  Congregations 


For   the  Year   Ending   February   28,   1941 

This  record  of  giving  shows  in  the  first 
column  next  to  the  name  of  each  church 
the  amount,  if  any,  given  by  living  donors 
to  the  Conference  Budget  or  any  depart- 
ment of  work  included  in  the  same.  In 
the  column  beside  this  is  shown  amounts, 
if  any.  given  by  the  same  congregations 
for  relief  purposes  as  authorized  by  An- 
nual Conference.  No  credit  for  these 
amounts  is  given  in  the  Conference 
Budget. 

Conference 
Budget        Relief 

1.  Florida  and   Georgia 

Arcadia    $       1.00     $      10.00 

Bassenger-Okeechobee   . .  41.00  25.06 

Clay    County     58.00  2.00 

Lakeland     5.00  27.00 

Miami     75.48 

Sebring      1,227.40  610.63 

Seneca      43.93  43.00 

Sunnvland      16.47  22.20 

Tampa    68.88  111.59 

Winter    Park     43.25  106.01 

Unallocated    56.40  12.75 

2.  North   and   South   Carolina 

Bailey     

Berea    

Blue   Ridge    

Brummetts    Creek    

Flat    Rock    

Golden     

Little   Pine    

Lowman    Valley    

Melvin    Hill    

Mill    Creek    

Mountain    View    

Mt.     Carmel     

New    Bethel    

New    Haven    

Peak    Creek    

Petersons    Chapel    

Pigeon   River    

Pleasant     Grove     

Pleasant    Valley    

Riverside     

Rowland    Creek    

Spindale    

Travelers    Rest    

Upper  Brummetts   Creek 
Unallocated     


10.00 

14.50 

18.96 

6.00 


17.46 
54.28 


1.00 
6.00 


3.50 
1.00 


10.00 
19.85 


3.  Tennessee 

Beaver    Creek 
Cedar    Creek 
Cedar   Grove 


10.00 


24.17 
2.61 
6.60 


5.00 
5.00 
2.00 


17.41 
29.18 


6.00 


7.00 
16.25 


Cumberland     .... 

Ewing     

French    Broad 

Fruitdale     

Hawthorne     

Jackson  Park  . . 
Johnson  City  . . . 
Knob   Creek    .... 

Liberty     

Limestone     

Lone    Star    

Meadow    Branch 

Midway    

Mountain  Valley 
New    Hope    ..... 

Niota     

Oneonta     

Pleasant    Hill    . . . 
Pleasant    Mount 
Pleasant    Valley 
Pleasant    View     . 
Rock    House     . . . 
Walnut    Grove     . 

White    Horn    

Wolfe  Creek  . . . 
Unallocated     .... 


19.96 
52.93 

2.66 

13.92 

160.18 

167.09 

48.43 

61.22 

72.38 

.66 

48.91 

38.01 

1.00 
65.68 

14.18 
5.87 

4.88 

9.60 

10.00 

60.67 


4.  Southern    Virginia 

Antioch      $  469.76    $ 

Bassett      722.76 

Beaver    Creek    8.50 

Bethlehem    184.03 

Boone     Mill     106.33 

Burks    Fork     7.00 

Christiansburg      44.97 

Coulson      10.00 

Fraternity     177.91 

Fremont    8.00 

Germantown     185.35 

Laurel    Branch     40.11 

Maple   Grove    25.00 

Mt.   Hermon    60.37 

New    Bethel    

Pleasant    Hill     3.00 

Pleasant    Valley    28.48 

Pulaski      40.00 

Redoak    Grove     65.00 

Schoolfield     58.47 

Skelton      

Smith    River     26.00 

Snow    Creek     19.50 

Spray      82.60 

St.    Paul    8.00 

Topeco     165.91 

White     Rock     6.00 

Unallocated     3.00 

5.  First  Virginia 

Antioch    $  7.47     $ 


31.60 
63.14 


115.62 

106.53 

61.50 

20.00 

24.00 


78.50 

50.84 
30.00 


82.86 


144.44 
41.05 

118.63 
51.52 

8.12 

11.00 
27.00 

40.74 

33.40 

1.11 

33.66 


2.04 

40.35 

6.00 

20.00 


70.15 
25.00 
22.64 

9.63 


Bethany     

Cloverdale    

Copper    Hill    

Crab     Orchard     . . 

Daleville    

Greenbrier     

Green    Hill    

Hollins     Road     . .  . 

Hopewell     , 

Jeters    Chapel    . . . 

Johnsville     

Lynchburg 

Monroe    

Mt.    Horeb     

Mt.    Joy    

Oak    Grove     

Oakvale     

Olean     

Otter    River    

Peters    Creek     . . . 
Pleasant    View    . . 

Poages     Mill     

Roanoke,    Central 
Roanoke,    First 
Roanoke, 
Saunders 

Selma     , 

Smiths    Chapel 
Terrace    View 

Troutville      

Unallocated 


Ninth    Street. 
Grove     


6.  Eastern   Virginia 

Belmont     

Bethel    

Central  Plains    

Fairfax     

Hollywood    

Locust    Grove     

Madison     

Manassas     

Midland     

Mine    Run    

Montebello     

Mt.    Carmel     

Nokesville      

Oronoco     

Rappahannock 

Richmond     

Trevilian     , 

Valley     

Unallocated      , 


17.56 
551.37 

74.63 
125.90 
261.05 

10.00 
106.98 

62.08 

6.08 

75.00 

13.32 

2.50 

27.10 

191.06 

2.50 


241.22 

91.05 

56.61 

110.94 

419.69 

112.93 

6.00 

10.00 

28.84 

35.75 

429.00 

99.39 


52.26 
1.00 

688.99 

8.25 

59.20 

55.00 

511.36 

260.63 


152.40 

382.39 

30.67 

5.89 

64.58 

1.00 

63.94 

60.14 


7.  Second  Virginia 

Barren    Ridge     $    657.73 

Beaver    Creek    493.41 

Bridgewater    1,286.49 

Buena    Vista     45.80 

Chimney    Run    4.00 


21.00 
16.65 
50.62 

57.27 


29.25 


15.95 
35.49 


43.00 

85.95 

6.00 

239.45 

124.93 

50.72 


10.80 
97.64 


156.02 
10.00 


138.71 
59.57 


12.00 

89.33 

8.64 


7.10 


186.01 

85.35 

497.25 

7.80 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  July  5-12 

The  Lichty  family  and  the  Moomaw  family  live  on 
the  Vocational  Training  School  compound  at  Ankles- 
var,  India. 

The  Lichtys  spend  much  of  their  time  touring  in  the 
villages,  and  the  Moomaws  give  their  days  to  the  work 
of  the  Vocational  Training  School.  Both  are  doing 
evangelistic  and  educational  work. 

Throughout  this  week,  pray  for  the  Lichtys  and  the 
Moomaws.  Keep  your  Prayer  Calendar  with  your  Bible 
and  use  it  to  direct  your  praying. 


BROTHER  AND   SISTER 
I.   W.    MOOMAW 


BROTHER  AND  SISTER 
D.  J.   LICHTY 
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Concord     3.00 

Crummet  Run    

Elk    Run     51.71  76.84 

Forest   Chapel    71.34  8.75 

Highland    County 

Mission    23.57  11.00 

Lebanon    460.68  278.28 

Little   River    21.50  5.00 

Middle   River    412.42  114.37 

Moscow      187.27  22.53 

Mt.    Vernon     218.18  71.49 

North    Fork    9.49 

Pleasant   Valley    790.38  151.87 

Pocahontas   Mission    ....  41.50  6.85 

Sangerville     634.42  392.63 

Staunton     213.62  8.00 

Summit    465.37  115.27 

Valley    Bethel    102.29  20.00 

Waynesboro     291.53  48.26 

White    Hill     1.37 

Unallocated    93.15  99.36 

8.  Northern   Virginia 

Brock    Gap    $  29.68     $ 

Browntown    42.29  11.91 

Cooks    Creek    426.01  81.54 

Damascus    85.58  12.00 

Plat   Rock    210.55  16.14 

Greenmount    538.43  143.87 

Harrisonburg    391.95  267.68 

Linville  Creek   375.67  139.85 

Lower    Lost    River     8.00  9.00 

Mill  Creek   1,140.79  225.00 

Moorefield    15.00 

Mt.    Zion    194.53  140.11 

Newport    90.00 

North  Mill  Creek   46.98  .62 

Pleasant  View    16.50 

Powells    Fort    8.00 

Rileyville    58.43  28.31 

Salem    32.32  23.48 

Smith    Creek    37.00 

South    Fork    7.55 

Timberville    226.32  51.75 

Trout  Run  Valley    

Unity     207.22  115.94 

Upper   Lost  River    32.00  5.00 

Woodstock      177.21  218.09 

Unallocated    51.00  1.00 

9.  First  West   Virginia 

Allegheny     $     4.45     $ 

Bean    Settlement    8.31  3.00 

Beaver    Run     38.64  28.08 

Bethel     

Capon    Chapel     37.00 

Eglon     578.75  181.53 

Greenland     47.65  32.04 

Harman     51.15 

Keyser      62.93  75.31 

Knobley     3.20 

Morgantown    13.35  16.00 

North    Fork    9.10 

Old    Furnace    36.51  22.14 

Petersburg    31.66 

Red    Creek     2.23  26.77 

Sandy    Creek    46.52  72.04 

Seneca    2.00 

Sunnyside     2.00 

Tear    Coat    111.18 

Terra    Alta    23.45  6.72 

White  Pine    85.58  17.00 

Unallocated    50.70  63.58 

10.  Second    West    Virginia 

Beans    Chapel    $  $ 

Bethany     50.00  1.00 

Bowden    4.28 

Elkins   10.55 

Glady      5.47 

Goshen     14.84  5.00 

Mt.  Hebron    

Mt.    Zion    

Pleasant     Hill     20.74  3.20 

Pleasant    Valley    25.00 

Shiloh     16.75 

Union    Chapel    2.12 

Vallev    River    12.43  6.87 

Unallocated      21.00  13.66 

11.  Eastern  Maryland 

Baltimore,    First     $  519.72     $     20.00 

Baltimore,   Woodberry.  .  .  372.23  178.41 

Beaver    Dam     146.73 

Bethany     190.20 

Bush    Creek    202.72  32.75 

Denton     305.54  65.07 

Flower    Hill     152.02  118.66 

Frederick      452.50  102.49 

Green    Hill    339.61  50.71 

Locust    Grove     97.83  27.88 

Long    Green    Valley    215.01  84.44 

Meadow    Branch     363.17  161.84 

Monocacy     84.75 

Piney    Creek     66.17  2.00 

Pipe   Creek    790.07  236.61 

Sams    Creek    260.50  35.00 

Thurmont     126.86  36.76 

University  Park    238.93  205.91 

Washington    City    1,706.18  258.82 

Westminster    944.69  219.19 

Unallocated    228.02  187.52 


12.  Middle    Maryland 

Beaver    Creek    $   276.07    $     26.16 

Broadfording     518.11          227.86 

Brownsville    443.46          219.73 

Hagerstown     1,777.92           50.00 

Johnsontown     20.24 

Leetown   and   St.   Marga- 
rets      11.11 

Licking    Creek    67.27           58.67 

Longmeadow     528.43         205.56 

Manor     440.63          280.95 

Martinsburg — Vancleves- 

ville     10.00 

Middletown   Valley    926.82         187.50 

Pleasant    View    946.97           59.93 

Welsh    Run    280.85          187.41 

Unallocated    81.83             2.00 

13.  Western  Maryland 

Bear    Creek    $     85.00    $       5.00 

Cherry    Grove    

Fairview    21.50 

Frostburg    10.86            24.73 

Georges    Creek    

Maple   Grove    159.33             2.00 

Oak    Grove    23.18 

Pine    Grove    27.00 

Westernport     52.56            10.00 

Unallocated    12.50           15.00 

14.  Southeastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey  & 
Eastern   New   York 

Ambler     $    399.90     $      64.22 

Amwell    35.00 

Brooklyn,    First    61.25           52.47 

Brooklyn,  Italian  Mission  31.47             8.00 

Coventry     649.84            68.50 

Green    Tree    668.00             7.00 

Harmonyville      78.77 

Norristown     238.27            15.90 

Parkerford   358.10           69.75 

Philadelphia,   Bethany...  110.00 

Philadelphia,    Calvary    . .  325.53           10.00 

Philadelphia,     First     850.87         167.91 

Philadelphia,   Geiger  Me- 
morial       148.00 

Philadelphia,    German- 
town    252.81 

Pottstown   150.00 

Quakertown     205.65              5.00 

Royersford     543.59           30.00 

Springfield    163.07           11.92 

Wilmington      125.25            67.69 

Unallocated    209.18           91.55 

15.  Middle   Pennsylvania 

Albright       $    111.28     $        1.66 

Altoona,    First    2,166.47            47.00 

Altoona,      Twenty-eighth 

Street     1,069.93         110.40 

Amaranth     3.00 

Ardenheim     145.65 

Artemas     21.20           17.00 

Aughwick     233.29            21.67 

Bellwood     79.61 

Burnham     75.76            18.00 

Carson   Valley    51.11             5.00 

Cherry    Lane    138.37           31.41 

Claysburg     55.05            13.35 

Clover    Creek     269.00           50.67 

Drv   Valley    307.45 

Dunnings   Creek    276.07           49.00 

Everett     553.31            60.75 

Fairview     293.10           60.91 

Glendale    38.50            13.00 

Hollidaysburg     335.58            16.32 

Huntingdon      1,673.72          195.99 

James    Creek    75.80            35.00 

Juniata   Park    20.00 

Koontz      131.37            29.66 

Leamersville    30.50           20.00 

Lewistown      1,128.96          149.36 

Lower    Claar    13.70 

Martinsburg     791.27          231.72 

New    Enterprise    1,238.88          255.68 

Raven   Run    55.03            27.38 

Riddlesburg     38.08 

Roaring    Spring     568.40            90.18 

Smithfield     54.13              4.10 

Snake    Spring     859.62            47.40 

Spring    Mount    108.30 

Spring  Run    1,048.63            87.88 

Stonerstown     32.81            42.15 

Tyrone      161.13 

Upper    Claar    36.40 

Williamsburg     153.78              3.33 

Woodburv     1,074.94          170.10 

Yellow    Creek     256.68            15.07 

Unallocated      128.19          175.58 

16.  Western  Pennsylvania 

Allegheny  Valley   $      11.70     $ 

Bear  Run    12.77 

Berlin     70.58             8.28 

Brothersvalley    98.72 

Center   Hill    310.20            61.47 

Conemaugh    612.36 

Connellsville    151.74            62.00 

County  Line    70.00 

Cumberland     125.41         261.00 

Elbethel  8.90 

Fairchance   15.80 


Fairview-Sculton     35.00 

Geiger    65.00  10.00 

Georges    Creek    134.38  34.20 

Greensburg    486.63  234.66 

Hooversville    63.30  5.00 

Hostetler   26.62 

Hyndman    8.30 

Johnstown,    Morrellville.  52.21  21.00 

Johnstown,    Moxham    . .  .  263.20 

Johnstown,    Roxbury    . . .  200.00 
Johnstown,    Walnut 

Grove      1,915.52  460.28 

Ligonier     140.95  18.00 

Locust    Grove     115.24 

Manor     168.19  53.19 

Maple    Glen     99.36  9.50 

Maple   Grove    132.50 

Maple    Spring     402.98  60.50 

Markleysburg     61.90  22.19 

Meyersdale     604.79  134.01 

Middle    Creek    135.08 

Montgomery    19.01  2.00 

Mt.    Joy     253.79  35.05 

Mt.    Pleasant    136.24  50.21 

Nanty    Glo     308.89  10.00 

Oakdale     50.34 

Penn    Run    97.43 

Pittsburgh     102.00  5.00 

Pleasant    Hill    463.52  13.00 

Plum    Creek    83.06 

Robinson     108.76  10.00 

Rockton     95.04 

Rockwood     167.36 

Rummel     509.00  76.02 

Salisbury     89.89 

Scalp    Level    1,151.07 

Shade    Creek    369.48  19.08 

Sipesville    87.32 

Somerset     264.00  62.33 

Summit    Mills     2.32 

Ten  Mile     17.60 

Tire    Hill    223.82 

Uniontown      631.77  356.65 

Westmont    255.32  59.01 

Windber    233.44 

Wooddale    20.79 

Unallocated    464.81  58.43 

17.  Eastern    Pennsylvania 

Akron     $    893.25  $    614.62 

Allentown     30.50 

Annville     1,102.88  451.64 

Chiques      2,058.69  295.26 

Conestoga     935.26  306.75 

Conestoga,    West    834.34  151.71 

Conewago     219.08  22.51 

East    Fairview    1,590.37  299.57 

East    Petersburg     908.00  430.70 

Elizabethtown     2,671.43  574.67 

Ephrata      1,246.26  377.40 

Fredericksburg     153.60  10.00 

Harrisburg     467.06  5.00 

Hatfield    1,017.31  27.00 

Heidelberg     635.88 

Indian     Creek      1,603.00  207.74 

Jennersville     41.44 

Lake   Ridge    157.01  2.25 

Lancaster    1,336.17  322.00 

Lebanon    586.14 

Lititz     547.64  114.63 

Long    Run    40.13 

Maiden     Creek     577.30 

Mechanic    Grove    425.63  120.00 

Midway    1,081.32  306.32 

Mingo     1,303.46  33.35 

Mountville      1,036.95  265.06 

Myerstown     503.49  50.16 

Palmyra     2,219.77  697.88 

Peach    Blossom    378.75  30.90 

Reading     126.02  38.42 

Richland      1,596.80  130.22 

Ridgely    124.26 

Schuylkill 124.43  79.53 

Shamokin      42.70  27.00 

Spring    Creek     765.74  350.60 

Spring    Grove     131.53  47.00 

Springville      896.45 

Swatara,    Big    944.89  126.20 

Swatara,   Little    551.09  25.11 

West    Greentree     1,295.87  111.96 

White    Oak    2,172.54  1,127.21 

Unallocated    61.15  300.68 

18.  Southern    Pennsylvania 

Antietam     $    123.44  $    199.49 

Back     Creek     255.93  221.17 

Boiling    Springs     17.01  4.37 

Buffalo     65.95 

Carlisle     370.19  131.34 

Chambersburg    154.67  179.50 

Codorus     882.91  371.08 

Falling    Spring     65.35  162.67 

Greencastle      150.88  36.53 

Hanover     350.35  87.19 

Huntsdale     184.66  62.00 

Lost    Creek    606.39  222.43 

Lower    Conewago     63.41  50.00 

Lower  Cumberland    87.61  2.00 

Madison  Avenue,   York..  140.61  125.14 

Marsh     Creek     99.93  23.02 

Mechanicsburg     176.07  91.13 

Mt.     Olivet     104.41  58.47 

New    Fairview     1,083.30  250.10 

Newville      41.61 
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Perry    23.30 

Pleasant   Hill    85.50 

Ridge    71.91 

Shippensburg    318.88 

Suear   Valley    106.49 

Upper   Codorus    457.26 

Upper    Conewago     687.80 

Van   Dvke   Mission    

Wavnesboro     3,694.71 

Weltv    300.58 

York    1,600.52 

Unallocated     53.45 

19.  Northeastern    Ohio 

Akron     $    438.03 

Alliance     48.00 

Ashland     City     344.44 

Ashland   Dickey    376.85 

Baltic      165.46 

Bethel    11.11 

Black   River    402.68 

Bristolville     

Canton.    First     240.37 

Canton,  Maple  Avenue..  67.00 

Center    150.98 

Chippewa     268.53 

Cleveland     126.00 

Danville     274.48 

East    Chippewa    548.62 

East    Nimishillen    126.70 

Eastwood     74.45 

Freeburg     240.00 

Hartville 483.90 

Kent      35.71 

Mansfield     51.68 

Maple   Grove    160.37 

Mohican    129.48 

New    Philadelphia     39.89 

Olivet    40.00 

Owl    Creek    69.22 

Reading     222.28 

Richland      72.65 

Springfield     307.32 

Tuscarawas    37.38 

West    Nimishillen     228.79 

White    Cottage     268.00 

Woodworth    105.10 

Wooster     298.03 

Zion    Hill    185.85 

Unallocated    236.60 

20.  Northwestern    Ohio 

Belief  ontaine     $     43.73 

Black     Swamp     211.87 

Countv    Line     49.50 

Defiance     168.52 

Deshler    , 

Dupont     90.10 

Eagle   Creek    234.56 

Fairview      93.45 

Fostoria     202.67 

Hicksville      18.00 

Lick   Creek    167.36 

Lima    305.58 

Marion    133.19 

Oak     Grove     43.31 

Pleasant   Center    194.72 

Pleasant    View    280.99 

Poplar    Ridge     263.90 

Ross     137.76 

Sand    Ridge     27.59 

Silver    Creek    299.74 

Stonv    Creek     290.70 

Sugar    Creek    335.93 

Swan    Creek     52.23 

Toledo    146.22 

Unallocated     16.00 

21.  Southern    Ohio 

Bear  Creek    $1,209.05 

Beaver    Creek    452.98 

Beech   Grove    222.08 

Bethany     21.40 

Bradford     106.79 

Brookville     858.76 

Castine     186.04 

Charleston    

Cincinnati     136.19 

Circleville     13.75 

Columbus    7.73 

Constance     35.59 

Covington     716.54 

Donnels    Creek    293.63 

East   Dayton    707.26 

Eaton    234.75 

Eversole     236.68 

Ft.   McKinley    562.26 

Georgetown   344.59 

Gratis     132.08 

Greenville     408.86 

Hamilton     15.25 

Harris     Creek 271.16 

Lower    Miami     429.76 

Lower    Stillwater    1,244.39 

Marble   Furnace    49.39 

Mav    Hill     

Middle    District     305.95 

Middletown    '.  15.39 

New    Carlisle    696.62 

Oakland     518.10 

Painter   Creek    442.80 


197.51 

3.00 

99.90 

33.94 

219.63 

195.19 

23.75 

32.10 

182.53 

853.06 

15.00 


$    338.83 

6.60 

36.34 

13.22 

200.85 

100.97 

86.45 
13.77 

178.97 

45.91 

34.00 

5.00 

78.92 

114.53 
38.06 

75.54 

45.96 

7.39 

49.33 

47.55 

2.00 
34.74 
42.80 
31.47 

140.76 

60.82 

81.66 

21.76 

110.60 

135.17 


32.15 
160.34 

14.10 
27.56 
15.62 

97.84 
123.19 

139.69 

42.98 

7.75 

2.56 

62.66 

51.82 

59.30 

87.46 

.68 

139.68 

141.36 
43.74 
41.02 

129.09 
25.00 


250.71 

6.09 

222.52 

2.00 

11.93 

408.32 

95.54 

66.75 


.45 

55.21 

9.60 

325  82 

57.39 

185.88 

292.96 

153.28 

27.77 

61.47 

12.50 

19.12 

136.62 

256.51 

.68 

214.36 
.18 

50.46 
127.24 
94.57 


Piqua    111.21 

Pitsburg     481.55 

Pleasant   Hill    577.52 

Pleasant    Valley    98.93 

Poplar    Grove    390.86 

Prices    Creek    262.42 

Salem    1,240.35 

Sidney    118.83 

Springfield    348.99 

Stone    Lick    26.50 

Strait   Creek    6.50 

Trotwood    721.19 

Trov    43.04 

Union    City    332.14 

West   Alexandria    148.57 

West    Charleston    163.87 

West  Dayton   432.48 

West   Milton    566.81 

Unallocated    1,266.78 

22.  Michigan 

Battle    Creek    $    187.01 

Beaverton     190.54 

Crystal     9.50 

Detroit     363.40 

Elmdale    65.44 

Elsie    20.00 

Flint    103.63 

Grand     Rapids     96.75 

Harlan    3.00 

Homestead    

Lake    View    9.11 

Lansing     33.54 

Long    Lake    10.00 

Marilla     1.64 

Midland     23.05 

Muskegon     12.56 

New    Haven    138.86 

Onekama     79.35 

Ozark    4.64 

Pontiac    62.89 

Rodney    19.00 

Shepherd    83.25 

Sugar    Ridge     117.10 

Sunfield      154.00 

Thornapple    25.80 

Woodland    334.47 

Zion     58.73 

Unallocated    88.50 

23.  Northern   Indiana 

Auburn    $    118.67 

Baugo     109.48 

Bethany     485.40 

Bethel     156.16 

Blissville   69.03 

Blue    River    418.79 

Bremen    218.50 

Buchanan     47.09 

Camp    Creek     104.18 

Cedar    Creek    165.76 

Cedar  Lake 272.75 

Center    54.14 

Elkhart    City     1,054.08 

Elkhart    Valley    261.85 

English  Prairie    219.83 

Florence    85.83 

Ft.   Wayne    313.00 

Goshen   City    773.10 

La    Porte    247.25 

Maple    Grove    118.44 

Michigan   City    108.94 

Middlebury    558.60 

Mt.    Pleasant     352.75 

Nappanee    312.65 

New  Paris    1,531.60 

New   Salem    264.15 

North    Liberty     276.49 

North    Webster    98.80 

North   Winona    104.49 

Oak   Grove    

Osceola     172.22 

Pine    Creek    230.16 

Pleasant    Chapel    113.83 

Pleasant    Hill    121.72 

Pleasant    Valley    167.55 

Plymouth    594.78 

Rock    Run    524.25 

Salem    30.67 

South  Bend,   First    519.83 

South    Bend,   Second    . . .  487.29 

Syracuse      157.06 

Turkey   Creek    90.46 

Union    Center     679.05 

Wakarusa      110.43 

Walnut     228.52 

Wawaka     114.43 

West    Goshen    1,574.00 

Yellow    Creek     469.18 

Unallocated     80.87 

24.  Middle  Indiana 

Andrews      $      19.64 

Bachelor    Run    213.83 

Bethel    Center    8.92 

Buffalo     32.67 

Burnettsville     75.54 

Cart    Creek     75.32 

Clear    Creek     295.08 

Eel    River     441.19 

Flora     447.52 


101.13 

237.59 

8.65 

16.77 

99.31 

193.06 

138.50 

131.68 

106.78 


179.67 
23.61 

119.55 

114.97 

54.66 

60.83 

7.10 

409.02 


89.97 
53.25 


389.72 
10.95 


95.69 
91.80 


5.00 
91.69 
25.00 

5.00 

2.00 

1.00 

183.71 

1.00 

5.00 

23.55 

15.00 
19.58 
203.18 
42.00 
94.20 


46.04 

63.88 

121.31 

89.62 

46.45 

142.02 

140.63 

20.00 

113.23 

133.14 

25.00 

393.20 

137.35 

83.32 

84.76 

151.92 

417.39 

70.28 

53.90 

57.93 

183.98 

50.29 

84.89 

287.55 

78.03 

225.73 

34.05 

78.57 

122.39 

475.35 

23.82 

43.12 

112.58 

208.77 

349.14 

11.87 

27.69 

148.94 

36.97 

86.98 

308.03 

32.23 

40.00 

17.35 

710.24 

123.57 

260.74 


21.57 

1.00 

10.25 

10.00 

19.00 

170.74 

89.21 


Hickory   Grove    150.50 

Huntington    216.83 

Liberty    Mills     322.68 

Logansport     31.00 

Loon     Creek     157.06 

Lower    Deer    Creek    90.30 

Manchester    3,058.19 

Markle     65.90 

Mexico     699.17 

Monticello      227.12 

Peru    558.46 

Pipe   Creek    511.55 

Pittsburg  9.60 

Pleasant    Dale    246.97 

Pleasant    View    130.55 

Portland    3.07 

Prairie    Creek    54.30 

Roann     94.66 

Salamonie     417.37 

Santa    Fe    48.57 

South    Whitley     101.57 

Spring  Creek    689.37 

Sugar    Creek     87.83 

Upper  Deer  Creek  93.39 

Wabash    City    41.83 

Wabash    Country    91.78 

West  Eel  River   33.78 

West  Manchester    764.49 

West    Marion    54.32 

Unallocated    101.11 

25.  Southern  Indiana 

Anderson    $    602.89 

Arcadia      120.40 

Beech   Grove    120.10 

Buck     Creek     178.19 

Fairview      293.56 

Four  Mile     237.17 

Howard    40.84 

Indianapolis     276.78 

Killbuck    53.85 

Kokomo     100.73 

Ladoga     116.05 

Maple    Grove    14.16 

Middletown      20.66 

Muncie     414.48 

Nettle    Creek    1,081.37 

New  Hope    

Pyrmont    502.59 

Richmond   91.07 

Rossville    516.58 

Sampson   Hill    2.05 

Summitville     

Union    Grove    163.74 

Upper    Fall    Creek    50.50 

White    41.60 

Windfall    

Unallocated    44.74 

26.  Canada 

Bow    Valley    $    114.55 

First  Irricana   5.00 

Merrington     12.50 

Second   Irricana    11.64 

Vidora    

Unallocated    5.00 

27.  North    Dakota   and 
Eastern  Montana 

Berthold     $ 

Cando     62.65 

Carrington    52.10 

Ellison    6.00 

Grandview     18.15 

James     River     10.00 

Kenmare     18.16 

Milk   River   Valley    3.00 

Minot      71.79 

Pleasant     Valley     6.00 

Poplar    Valley    45.29 

Surrey    117.88 

Unallocated     28.30 

28.  Northern   Illinois  and 
Wisconsin 

Batavia    $     17.19 

Bethel     279.73 

Cherry   Grove    113.01 

Chicago,   Douglas  Park..  172.92 

Chicago,    First     1,796.61 

Chippewa    Valley    40.03 

Dixon      162.98 

Elgin      1,038.66 

Franklin    Grove    349.40 

Freeport    179.50 

Hickory   Grove    6.00 

Lanark     481.99 

Lena    113.78 

Maple   Grove    7.00 

Milledgeville     298.15 

Mt.    Morris    2,023.00 

Pine   Creek    

Polo     319.95 

Rice   Lake    27.04 

Rockf  ord     85.32 

Stanley    98.56 

Sterling     224.41 

West   Branch    92.66 

White    Rapids     16.80 

Worden    7.06 

Yellow    Creek    157.86 

Unallocated     96.17 


24.85 

41.00 

138.17 


32.70 

788.41 

49.52 

94.20 

200.32 

177.57 

10.36 

72.09 

131.99 

5.50 
25.10 
66.68 

74.61 

325.28 

6.00 

32.00 
42.00 
39.55 

156.71 
79.98 

540.03 


162.86 
37.53 
56.35 
16.73 
59.82 
40.18 

73.10 

91.59- 
31.98 
27.20 
16.80 
131.37 
371.60. 

37.00' 

49.25, 

151.14- 


39.55 

37.98 
$     45.00' 


23.55. 
71.71 

4.30- 

6.25- 

27.00 
25.35 
17.22: 
13.53 
27.11 


217.36- 
45.34 

774.69 

37.53 

5.70 

347.65 

104.68 
29.47 

38.60 

15.00 

6.08 

25.61 

315.42 

64.12 
7.09- 
41.74 
26.56 
46.93 
10.00- 
32.56 
14.00 
30.52 
234.83. 
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29.  Southern   Illinois 

Allison    Prairie     $  58.63 

Astoria     255.23 

Camp  Creek   

Canton   153.02 

Cerro    Gordo    432.66 

Champaign     118.20 

Decatur    350.00 

Girard    291.19 

Hurricane    Creek    30.75 

Kaskaskia     6.91 

La  Motte  Prairie    30.10 

Liberty     29.60 

Martins    Creek    15.00 

Oak    Grove    72.31 

Oakley     145.75 

Okaw    284.72 

Panther    Creek    29.75 

Pleasant    Grove    2.00 

Romine    23.07 

Springfield    120.50 

Virden    480.57 

Walnut  Grove    111.28 

Woodland    165.99 

Unallocated    143.28 

30.  Northern  Iowa,  Min- 
nesota and  South 
Dakota 

Barnum   $  58.45 

Curlew     408.08 

Greene     87.15 

Guthrie    46.82 

Hancock    34.09 

Ivester    1,738.73 

Kingsley    202.14 

Lewiston     100.00 

Minneapolis     52.00 

Monticello      10.00 

Root   River    328.93 

Sheldon     61.90 

Slif  er    

South   Waterloo    1,172.73 

Spring    Creek    108.11 

Union    Ridge    50.96 

Waterloo     180.78 

Willow    Creek    36.48 

Worthington    195.11 

Unallocated    25.75 

31.  Middle  Iowa 

Beaver     $  31.20 

Brooklyn     15.82 

Cedar     274.28 

Cedar    Rapids    775.59 

Coon    River     132.87 

Dallas    Center    1,151.99 

Des    Moines    87.79 

Des   Moines  Valley    284.53 

Fernald    154.63 

Garrison    35.11 

Indian    Creek     23.31 

Iowa   River    407.96 

Muscatine     

Panther    Creek    789.33 

Prairie    City    115.52 

Robins      37.30 

Unallocated    2,352.50 

32.  Southern  Iowa 

Council  Bluffs    $  80.94 

English  River   742.93 

Fairview    161.90 

Franklin    38.76 

Libertyville     315.25 

Monroe  County   27.00 

Mt.  Etna   80.00 

Osceola      38.90 

Ottumwa     51.98 

Salem     85.52 

South    Keokuk    187.93 

Unallocated    6.00 

33.  Nebraska 

Afton     $  3.19 

Beatrice     29.90 

Bethel    57.51 

Enders    48.68 

Falls    City    39.15 

Kearney    17.00 

Lincoln     372.58 

Octavia    30.01 

Omaha     102.43 

Silver  Lake   8.75 

South    Beatrice    164.23 

South    Loup    10.69 

South  Red  Cloud   3.25 

Unallocated    86.00 

34.  Northeastern  Kansas 

Appanoose    $  130.15 

Buckeye    81.86 

Granada    3.20 

Holland     17.90 

Kansas  City,  Calvary   . . . 

Kansas  City,  First  Central  15.00 

Lone    Star    57.43 

McLouth      65.00 

Morrill     358.26 

Navarre     84.32 

Olathe     17.05 

Ottawa     84.27 


18.82 
190.17 

61.76 

4.02 

1.61 

5.22 

12.63 

12.50 

23.31 

21.75 

.81 

8.28 

76.70 

1.61 

.80 

20.92 
65.16 
53.49 
26.04 
74.38 


19.00 

11.70 

3.62 

8.00 

61.00 

365.07 

7.75 


26.07 
28.80 

241.68 
19.00 
11.00 
38.37 
4.00 
22.80 
36.26 


2.93 

68.00 

83.95 

89.42 

101.60 

22.90 

75.68 

41.00 

5.00 

9.60 

80.96 

3.35 

208.00 

58.14 

20.08 

70.00 


66.07 


90.00 


16.00 
36.59 
35.34 
20.04 
10.00 


122.01 

4.18 

13.65 

98.99 
2.00 


25.03 
4.00 


45.00 
10.00 


3.00 


Ozawkie    62.25 

Richland    Center    71.27           15.00 

Rock    Creek    42.23 

Sabetha     70.36           30.79 

Topeka 126.88 

Wade    Branch    2.00             5.00 

Washington    41.84             6.00 

Washington     Creek     86.93             4.12 

Unallocated    46.30      1,400.00 

35.  Northwestern  Kansas 

Belleville      $  59.62     $ 

Burr    Oak    10.69           20.00 

Maple    Grove    58.50             3.96 

North    Solomon     51.73             4.12 

Quinter    220.10         144.00 

Victor     30.00           12.00 

White    Rock    44.77 

Unallocated    4.00             4.75 

36.  Southeastern  Kansas 

Fredonia     $  9.90     $      11.59 

Galesburg     5.36             4.00 

Gravel    Hill     3.58 

Independence     12.71           10.05 

Mont   Ida    2.00 

Osage    223.62           73.31 

Paint    Creek     7.76           11.27 

Parsons    117.63           15.50 

Scott    Valley    2.34 

Verdigris     19.93             5.47 

Unallocated    34.00           11.60 

37.  Southwestern  Kansas 

Bloom     $  18.50     $ 

Conway    Springs    62.94 

Eden   Valley    152.60 

Garden    City     182.00             5.00 

Hutchinson     115.01           14.03 

Larned     27.85 

McPherson     635.47         156.17 

Monitor   291.68 

Newton    36.00            11.89 

Pleasant    View     46.58           14.20 

Prairie   View    63.20 

Salem      135.50            46.25 

Wichita,     First     344.00              9.00 

Wichita,    West    38.31           17.94 

Unallocated      146.97         131.73 

38.  Colorado 

Bethel     $  35.86    $ 

Colorado    Springs    33.05 

Denver     106.85          128.14 

First    Grand   Valley    160.86             5.00 

Fruita     29.62              6.71 

Glade    Park     

Grand     Junction     30.00           10.00 

Haxtun      34.34              3.80 

McClave     40.88 

Miami     60.35 

Rockv    Ford    336.64            69.52 

Sterling    27.00 

Wilev    166.32            33.40 

Unallocated     54.50           14.00 

40.  Oklahoma,   Panhandle 

of  Texas  &  New  Mexico 

Ames     $  30.96     $       6.00 

Antelope  Valley    

Bartlesville    5.05             5.50 

Bethel 1.62 

Big    Creek    46.82            30.87 

Clovis     49.98 

Guthrie    47.74            24.24 

Monitor      1.25 

Oklahoma    City     73.39 

Pampa      11.29 

Paradise  Prairie    7.00 

Pleasant    Plains    83.72             4.25 

Red  River  

Thomas    112.76            27.00 

Waka     10.46 

Washita      234.13            24.55 

Unallocated    160.85         140.61 

41.  Texas  and  Louisiana 

Falfurrias     $  16.00    $ 

Fort    Worth     50.00 

Manvel     58.61            30.00 

Nocona     40.80 

Roanoke    230.95            33.36 

Rosepine    13.00           35.00 

Unallocated    41.78         220.35 

42.  Northern   Missouri 

Bethany     $  94.22     $      66.98 

Honey   Creek    2.50             3.95 

Log  Creek   

North   Bethel    38.88 

North   St.  Joseph    1.50 

Plattsburg     145.00            12.17 

Rockingham     61.35              8.80 

Shelby     County     15.95            38.61 

South    St.    Joseph    44.56 

Wakenda     109.10              8.55 

Unallocated     17.10 

43.  Middle  Missouri 

Adrian    $  22.00     $ 

Deepwater    29.00           16.00 

Happy    Hill    3.25 

Kansas   City    187.75 

Mineral  Creek    50.34            15.61 


Osceola     

Prairieview    25.00 

Spring    Branch    

Turkey   Creek    50.75 

Warrensburg     100.68 

Unallocated    7.10 

44.  Southern  Missouri  and 
Arkansas 

Broadwater    $     9.30 

Cabool    78.50 

Carthage     5.00 

Fairview    

Farrenberg     

Greenwood     

Jasper     3.00 

Mountain    Grove    64.50 

Nevada     11.64 

New  Hope    

Oak    Grove    13.00 

Peace   Valley    18.50 

Shoal    Creek     11.05 

Springdale      5.00 

Unallocated    5.00 

46.  Northern  California 

Bakersfield     $  38.20 

Butte     Valley     35.80 

Chico      81.44 

Chowchilla     25.00 

Codora    28.55 

Elk    Creek    

Empire  519.27 

Fresno    934.29 

Laton     94.34 

Lindsay    217.57 

Live   Oak    129.62 

McFarland    388.04 

Modesto  268.09 

Oakland  153.95 

Raisin     55.53 

Reedley    159.48 

Sacramento,    Suburban..  35.26 

Waterf  ord     250.91 

Unallocated    155.57 

47.  Southern   California   & 
Arizona 

Covina     $1,439.96 

Glendale,  Arizona    264.95 

Glendale,   First    217.56 

Glendora     407.27 

Hemet     72.06 

Hermosa    Beach    287.76 

Inglewood     72.21 

La    Verne     1,835.68 

Long    Beach     790.75 

Los    Angeles,    Belvedere  291.30 

Los   Angeles,   Calvary    . .  259.20 

Los   Angeles,   First    187.73 

Pasadena     1,485.62 

Phoenix     53.91 

Pomona   257.09 

San    Bernardino     115.23 

San    Diego     25.00 

Santa    Ana    232.20 

Unallocated   13.00 

48.  Idaho  and  Western 
Montana 

Boise    Valley    $  109.70 

Bowmont    10.00 

Clearwater     12.26 

Emmett    35.50 

Fruitland     212.69 

Moscow      41.35 

Nampa      228.33 

Nezperce     45.50 

Payette    Valley     46.00 

Twin    Falls    55.00 

Weiser      46.09 

Whitefish     74.55 

Winchester 7.00 

Unallocated    12.50 

49.  Oregon 

Albany     $  82.97 

Ashland     191.18 

Grants   Pass    140.30 

Mabel      187.30 

Myrtle    Point     152.00 

Newberg    28.10 

Portland    102.48 

Weston     84.58 

Unallocated    67.78 

50.  Washington 

Ellisforde    $  174.23 

Forest    Center    17.27 

Mt.    Hope    27.96 

North   Spokane    2.20 

Olympia     242.09 

Omak    85.33 

Outlook    122.05 

Richland   Valley    4.58 

Salkum     34.85 

Seattle    262.01 

Sunnyside     54.44 

Sunnyslope     55.40 

Tacoma    83.59 

Wenatchee    Valley     490.31 

Whitestone   60.65 

Yakima     138.57 

Unallocated    17.00 


1.00 


11.00 
6.00 


35.00 


11.00 

11.50 

9.00 

7.00 


14.58 
18.32 
74.37 
20.00 
5.00 

327.50 
129.22 

10.57 
121.23 
235.94 
165.78 

93.59 
100.79 

17.45 

88.53 

57.12 
153.91 


104.27 

70.09 

150.00 

127.87 

7.72 


263.74 

145.73 

118.81 

138.25 

25.15 

268.59 

26.15 

25.47 

32.73 

2.77 

6.00 

79.50 


37.35 
20.00 

3.77 
35.35 
20.20 

7.00 
42.31 

53.00 
9.76 
26.63 
15.00 
17.30 
89.64 


18.17 
21.00 
76.04 
56.00 
20.12 
5.00 
2.99 

39.00 


132.92 
8.60 
3.50 

26.60 
66.22 
15.12 


40.65 

9.71 

46.20 

5.21 

56.19 

18.00' 

20.81 

121.67 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Orville  Beehler  and  Lester  Wolf 

The  construction  of  din- 
ing-room tables  zvas  high 
on  the  list  of  "things  to  do." 
Orville  had  the  ingenuity 
and  the  ambition  to  tackle 
the  job. 

Every  boy  put  his  shoul- 
der to  the  wheel  to  start 
camp  running  smoothly. 


CAMP 

Magnolia 

GufiUatt  Piddle 


.: 


View  of  a  Beauty  Spot  in  Camp 

Mrs.  Mat  his  is  on  her  zvay  to  supervise  the  preparation  of 
dinner.  A  Swift's  Premium  ham,  donated  by  an  Iowa  lay- 
man, was  on  the  menu  for  the  first  meal  in  camp. 


Living  Quarters 

Soap  and  water,  a  little  airing  and  plenty  of  scrubbing 
put  these  quarters  in  good  condition. 


E.  S.  Leonard 

Area  supervisor  of  soil 
conservation  i  n  south- 
western Arkansas. 
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Magnolia, 
Arkansas 


Opening  day, 
June   10 


CHARTER   MEMBERS 


CAMP   NO.  7 


Jeff  Mat  his,  director,  at  the  extreme  left 


Business  With  Tools 

Strong  muscles  were  needed  badly 
to  clear  the  camp  grounds.  Lawn 
mowers,  rakes  and  shovels  kept  the 
boys  busy  for  hours. 


A  Letter  From  Home 


There's  nothing  quite  so  refreshing  as 
news  from  the  home  folk.  Art  Herman  stops 
work  long  enough  to  catch  up  on  what's  hap- 
pening. 


A  Corner  of  Staff  Quarters 

Dan  Bigbee  and  Ralph  Summers  are  in  the  fore- 
ground. Wherever  there  is  work  to  be  done,  the 
boys  get  together  and  finish  the  job. 
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The  Birthday  of  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp  No.  7 

BY  JEFF  MATHIS,  DIRECTOR 

Tuesday,  June  10,  was  a  dark,  dreary  day  at  Magnolia, 
Ark.,  quite  a  contrast  to  the  bright,  sunny  days  common 
to  this  section  of  the  country.  The  camp  lawn  had 
grown  up  and  looked  ragged  and  ugly.  The  buildings 
were  barren  and  uninviting.  The  Mathis  family  had 
arrived  several  days  before  and  with  the  help  of  sev- 
eral colored  workers  had  made  an  effort  to  get  ready 
for  the  men  expected  to  arrive  Tuesday.  No  other  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  were  able  to  come  before  June  15.  Much 
of  the  needed  equipment  had  not  arrived.  On  Monday 
beds  had  to  be  borrowed  from  the  A.  &  M.  College  near 
by.  On  Tuesday  morning  dishes  were  also  secured  at 
the  same  place.  The  kitchen  utensils,  blankets,  and 
mattresses  had  arrived. 

On  Monday  word  came  that  Paul  Comly  French  would 
be  here  for  the  opening  day.  He  arrived  in  the  eve- 
ning. On  Tuesday  morning  Mrs.  Mathis  with  the  help 
of  two  colored  women  got  the  kitchen  under  way  and 
began  serving  meals.  Gladden  met  all  trains  and  bus 
connections  in  near-by  towns.  Mr.  French  enrolled  the 
men,  issued  equipment,  and  worked  on  a  filing  system 
for  the  office. 

At  8:30  A.M.  came  our  first  camper,  Harold  Ward  of 
Siloam  Springs,  Ark.  Harold  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  a  son  of  a  Presbyterian  minister. 
He  is  a  college  graduate  and  the  only  man  in  camp  hold- 
ing an  Arkansas  driver's  license,  so  he  has  become  the 
chauffeur  of  the  camp  truck. 

At  10:30  came  Melvin  Luersen  of  Houston,  Texas. 
Melvin  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church.  He  took  over  responsibility  for  getting  build- 
ings in  a  livable  condition.  The  landscape  is  no  longer 
invisible  from  the  windows  and  a  smell  of  lysol  and  fly 
spray  has  replaced  the  musty  atmosphere  of  the  boys' 
home  and  shower  rooms. 

At  2:40  two  Brethren  boys  from  Kansas  arrived,  Lee 
Miller  of  the  Richland  Center  church  of  Northeastern 
Kansas  and  Orville  Beehler.  Beehler  had  been  an  as- 
sistant in  the  industrial  arts  department  at  McPherson 
College  and  has  been  teaching  in  that  field.  As  we  were 
still  eating  off  "the  shelf"  he  drew  a  draft  of  tables  to 
be  used  in  the  dining  hall.  Lumber  and  tools  were  se- 
cured and  he  went  to  work.  The  unkept  lawns  got  next 
to  Miller  and  when  tools  were  found  he  proved  that  he 
knew  how  to  use  them.  We  won't  be  able  to  keep  him 
on  the  lawn  for  long  as  the  soil  conservation  engineer 
has  noticed  in  his  record  of  abilities  that  he  can  operate 
power  machinery. 

Among  the  passengers  on  the  5:45  bus  were  five  men 
for  our  camp.  Arthur  Herman  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  has  a 
million-dollar  smile  and  meets  people  well.  He  has 
been  working  on  the  lawn  but  is  also  being  used  on  er- 
rands to  town.  He  is  especially  adept  in  making  new 
contacts.  With  this  group  came  Eugene  Crystal  of 
Brookfield,  Mo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  a  graduate  of  William  Jewell  College.  The  director 
was  waiting  for  him  with  wide-open  arms  as  Eugene 
knows  typing,  filing,  and  shorthand.  The  director's 
desk  was  in  bad  shape,  so  Eugene  has  been  in  semi- 
solitary  confinement  during  working  hours.  However, 
all  of  us  think  his  keen  sense  of  humor  will  help  him 
to  come  through.  Another  in  this  group  was  Ralph 
Summers  of  Hardin,  Mo.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Breth- 


ren Church  and  the  Wakenda  congregation.  Having 
served  as  pastor  of  his  church  the  director  needed  no 
introduction  in  this  case.  Ralph  has  been  helping  as  an 
extra  on  the  kitchen  force  and  moving  trash  off  the 
lawn.  He  is  accustomed  to  outdoor  work,  which  is  a 
decided  asset  to  the  beginning  camper.  Dan  Bigbee 
came  in  with  this  group.  He  is  a  quiet,  thoughtful  chap 
who  because  of  living  in  different  localities  has  attended 
many  churches.  His  stand  as  a  conscientious  objector 
comes  out  of  a  deep  conviction  of  right  and  justice.  He 
has  helped  in  the  extra  kitchen  force  and  cutting  wood 
for  the  kitchen  stoves.  Some  people  you  look  at  and 
decide  you  like  them.  That's  Dan.  Lester  Wolf  also 
arrived  at  5:45.  Lester  comes  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 
When  the  camp  director  was  field  secretary  in  Northern 
Missouri,  there  was  talk  of  closing  the  North  St.  Joseph 
church.  When  Lester  walked  into  camp,  he  thought 
of  the  sacrifices  which  Milton  Early  made  in  carrying 
on  there  and  said  to  himself,  "It  was  not  in  vain."  Les- 
ter's dad  is  a  carpenter.  No  doubt  Lester  had  a  hammer 
in  his  hand  before  he  could  walk,  for  he  set  to  work 
nailing  tables  together  as  though  he  had  worked  at  it  all 
his  life. 

The  rain  continued  all  evening.  The  boys  were  talk- 
ing things  over  with  Mr.  French  when  Archie  Collins 
and  Floyd  Dougherty  arrived.  Collins  comes  from 
Church  Point,  La.  He  is  a  Methodist.  He  has  a  keen 
sense  of  humor  and  keeps  up  the  pep  in  camp.  He  has 
worked  on  a  grader  and  is  worried  about  the  condition 
of  our  drives.  He  plans  to  do  something  about  it  when 
machinery  arrives.  He  has  been  fixing  screens  and 
locks,  and  making  general  repairs  very  much  needed. 
He  probably  has  the  most  definite  Southern  accent  of 
any  in  the  group.  All  of  us  are  anxious  to  learn  from 
him  so  we  can  feel  at  home  in  conversing  with  the  Mag- 
nolia people. 

Floyd  Dougherty  is  a  slender  blond  boy  from  New- 
ton, Texas.  The  men  call  him  Tex.  He  is  a  Baptist 
and  proud  of  it.  Floyd  isn't  as  strong  as  some  of  the 
other  men,  but  is  a  reliable  kitchen  assistant.  He  has 
had  a  vital  religious  experience.  We  feel  that  the  camp 
has  a  decided  asset  in  him. 

Late  that  night  came  Edward  Emberton  from  Wood- 
ward, Okla.  Edward  is  a  Baptist.  He  is  of  a  quiet  kind- 
ly attitude.  His  suitcase  was  lost  en  route  here  and  he 
has  been  wearing  some  old  clothes  which  are  borrowed. 
They  don't  fit  so  well,  but  he  makes  a  joke  of  it  and 
keeps  on  working.  He  has  been  helping  get  the  lawn 
in  order  and  arranging  equipment.  Dewis  Bridges  also 
came  in  on  the  late  bus.  He  comes  from  Oklahoma 
City,  Okla.,  and  is  a  friend  of  Ora  Huston.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  His  work  has  been 
in  the  line  of  advertising.  Hard  physical  work  is  new 
to  him,  but  he  isn't  afraid  of  it  as  he  proved  by  volun- 
teering for  kitchen  work.  Each  day  the  floor  gets  whit- 
er and  the  equipment  in  better  order.  We  have  seen 
the  soil  conservation  leaders  interviewing  him  at  dif- 
ferent times  and  have  a  suspicion  that  we  will  lose  him 
in  the  kitchen. 

The  rain  continued.  After  the  lights  were  out,  Mr. 
French  helped  to  check  up  on  things  and  get  out  re- 
ports. At  12:30  A.M.  he  took  the  train  for  Washington. 
So  here  we  are  at  Magnolia.  Strange  circumstances 
brought  us  together  but  we  are  feeling  the  beginnings 
of  a  deep  fellowship  which  we  believe  will  increase 
through  the  months  ahead  and  leave  us  richer  for  the 
experience. 
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You  who  are  out  in  the  churches  and  contributing  to 
the  'Civilian  Public  Service  program  may  feel  assured 
that  these  men  are  appreciative  and  are  trying  to  dem- 
onstrate their  gratitude  in  the  best  testimony  they  can 
give.  Their  slogan  is  "Do  Everything  You  Do  Re- 
ligiously." 

■  »  ■ 

Information  Concerning  Soil  Erosion  Control 

BY  E.   S.   LEONARD 

The  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Magnolia,  Ark., 
which  is  getting  started  this  month,  will  co-operate  with 
the  Dorcheat  Soil  Conservation  District.  This  district, 
which  consists  of  most  of  Columbia  County,  is  newly 
organized  under  the  Arkansas  Soil  Conservation  law. 
Arkansas  was  the  first  of  forty  states  to  pass  a  soil  con- 
servation law  which  provides  that  twenty-five  or  more 
farmers  can  petition  a  state  soil  conservation  committee 
to  organize  a  district.  The  state  committee  conducts 
public  hearings  in  the  territory  and  if  the  need  and  in- 
terest are  great  enough  they  will  conduct  a  referendum 
vote.  If  two  thirds  of  those  voting  vote  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  district,  the  state  committee  appoints  two 
supervisors  and  three  are  elected  by  the  people.  These 
five  men,  who  are  land  owners  and  farmers  in  the  dis- 
trict, constitute  the  governing  body  of  the  district.  The 
supervisors  have  all  the  power  and  authority  they  need 
to  control  erosion  on  the  farm  lands  of  the  district. 

One  of  their  first  official  acts  is  to  write  a  program  of 
operations  to  be  submitted  to  the  department  of  agri- 
culture along  with  a  request  for  any  assistance  that  the 
department  can  offer. 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  one  of  the  many 
agencies  that  renders  assistance  to  such  districts. 

Their  services  to  a  district  consist  of  aiding  the  farmer 
to  make  a  complete  erosion  control  plan  for  the  farm. 
This  plan  will  be  worked  out  so  that  erosion  will  be 
controlled  and  the  farmers'  economic  condition  will  be 
improved. 

Technical  assistance  will  be  given  where  needed  to 
insure  that  erosion  control  measures  are  established  ef- 
fectively. 

The  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  will  give  labor  as- 
sistance to  the  Dorcheat  district  in  establishing  such 
practices  as  pasture  sodding,  constructing  and  sodding 
terrace  outlets,  building  fences  to  protect  erosion  con- 
trol power,  constructing  stock  pond  spillways,  sodding 
the  stock  pond  dam  and  spillway,  sodding  farm  road 
ditches,  and  other  erosion  control  jobs  which  are  diffi- 
cult for  the  farmer  to  do  for  himself. 

The  draftees  assigned  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp  at  Magnolia  will  be  given  intensive  training  in 
the  latest  methods  of  controlling  erosion  in  this  highly 
erosive  coastal  plains  area.  Experienced  men  who  are 
experts  in  the  various  phases  of  erosion  control  will  be 
used  in  this  training  work. 

Farmers  in  the  area  have  already  started  coming  to 
the  camp  to  solicit  assistance  with  their  erosion  prob- 
lems. 

»  ♦  ■ 

MEN'S   WORK 

Nampa  Men's  Work 

By  Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho 
During  the  district  meeting  held  recently  at  Nampa 
the  men  of  the  district  enjoyed  a  banquet  at  noon,  Satur- 
day, with  Dr.  Roy  E.  Blickenstaff,  district  president,  pre- 
siding. Pep  songs  were  led  by  R.  Gordon  Yoder.  The 
main  address  was  made  by  W.  E.  Breon,  fieldman  for 


McPherson  College,  on  the  subject,  Christian  Fellow- 
ship. This  was  an  especially  fine  meeting  with  about 
seventy-five  men  in  attendance. 

Dr.  C.  L.  Heuck,  president  of  Nampa's  men's  work, 
had  the  misfortune  to  fall  and  break  a  leg  recently.  I 
am  sure  he  has  the  sympathy  and  good  wishes  of  all. 


THE   CHRISTIAN   HOME 

A  Family  History  Book 

By  Mrs.  Wilbur  R.  Bollinger,  Oak  Park,  Illinois 
It  was  spring  vacation  and  the  children  gathered  to- 
gether their  pictures,  scrapbooks,  baby  books,  programs, 
invitations  to  various  parties,  diaries,  family  pictures 
and  accounts  of  various  trips  taken  by  the  family  and 
began  to  write  a  story,  as  one  of  the  girls  was  a  very 
good  story  writer.  She  soon  had  father  and  mother  tell- 
ing about  their  early  lives,  when  they  were  in  grade 
school  and  in  high  school,  and  the  games  that  were 
played  when  they  were  children. 

The  parents  then  in  turn  related  about  some  of  their 
college  days,  what  grand  times  they  had  and  the  many 
wholesome  friends  they  met  while  in  college. 

This  story  became  such  a  book  of  family  history  and 
pictures  that  it  was  finally  called  The  Family  History 
Book  and  it  has  proved  to  be  a  joy  and  pleasure  to  the 
entire  family  as  they  work  from  time  to  time  on  the 
additional  chapters. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Wisdom's  Way  in  Conversation 
Scripture:     Prov.  15:1-4;  17:7 

Sunday,  July  20 

I.  The  Problem  of  Conversation 

1.  The  spoken  word  is  probably  the  most  powerful 
weapon  man  has  in  dealing  with  his  fellows. 

2.  Words  either  make  or  break  a  person.  They  cause 
trouble  like  fire  or  bring  glory  to  God  (James  3:1-13). 

3.  Words  fitly  spoken  are  as  jewels  (Prov.  15:4;  25:11). 

4.  Conversation  is  coming  to  be  a  lost  art.  Few  peo- 
ple apparently  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  to  perfect 
the  art.    Very  little  help  is  being  offered. 

5.  The  church  and  the  home  may  give  guidance. 

II.  How  May  Christians  Improve  Conversation? 

1.  Study  Jesus'  conversations  on  many  occasions. 

2.  Be  at  ease  and  unafraid. 

3.  Think  before  you  speak.  Think  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  are  talking.  What  are  his  interests  and  ex- 
periences? What  can  be  said  that  will  leave  those  in- 
volved happier,  wise,  and  better? 

4.  Remember  that  conversation  is  a  give-and-take 
proposition.  Sympathetic  listening  is  as  important  as 
talking. 

5.  Beware  of  talking  about  persons.  Ideas  and  even 
events  are  better. 

6.  Avoid  contradiction  and  argument.  Better  change 
the  subject  when  pronounced  disagreement  is  apparent. 

7.  Habitual  looking,  thinking,  talking,  and  living  for 
the  beautiful  is  the  best  preparation  for  conversation. 
See  hymn  by  F.  E.  Belden,  No.  318  in  Brethren  Hymnal 
(Revised). 

III.  What  Will  You  as  a  Group  or  Individuals  Do  to  Im- 
prove Conversation  in  Your  Neighborhood? 

Give  testimony  of  experience  that  may  help  the 
group. 
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^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Values  as  They  Look  to  Me 

Mothers  and  sisters,  what  is  the  most  important  thing 
to  receive  just  now  for  money  spent?  Why  not  cut 
down  on  our  hats,  gloves  and  permanents,  and  spend 
part  for  the  good  of  the  young  men  and  boys  of  the 
church?  This  draft  and  the  plight  of  our  young  men 
are  heavy  on  my  heart. 

It  may  now  affect  me  in  the  way  of  my  boys,  having 
three  and  always  holding  up  the  noncombatant  belief 
of  our  church  to  them  as  we  did.  Now  we  have  a 
chance  to  prove  whether  or  not  we  really  believe  what 
we  say  we  do.  So  let  us  help,  not  only  with  two  dol- 
lars, but  really  give.  For  the  boys  will  give,  even  in 
camps,  more  than  we  if  we  should  give  many  times  the 
two  dollars  asked. 

We  cannot  all  sacrifice  in  the  same  things.  For  me 
to  sacrifice  in  movies  or  permanents  would  not  be  much. 
But  I  like  a  nice  home  and  surroundings  and  would 
work  hard  to  get  such  things. 

We  found  that  we  could  live  in  rooms  in  just  as  clean 
a  part  of  town  and  save,  seeing  we  are  in  the  country 
on  holidays.  With  others  this  might  not  be  wise  or  even 
^economical. 

My  main  idea  is  that  we  plan  our  expenses  so  we  can 
give.  I  do  not  believe  any  really  devout  member  in  the 
church  will  question  whether  it  will  be  a  success,  as  we 
cannot  teach  one  thing  and  live  another.  After  all,  are 
•we  not  to  show  by  our  living  what  we  believe? 

As  for  the  other  church  budget,  if  we  get  in  earnest, 
7.  do  not  believe  that  the  new  giving  will  take  any  away 
from  it.  When  we  really  get  to  realizing  the  situation, 
we  will  see  we  can  use  our  income  for  the  things  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.     Now  is  our  opportunity. 

So  let  us  do  what  we  can,  trusting  in  the  divine 
Maker  for  the  future  as  he  sees  best. 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 


Rose  E.  Slater. 


John  Bishop  Simmons 

John  Bishop  Simmons  was  born  Dec.  30,  1856,  in 
Floyd  County,  Va.,  where  he  lived  his  early  life.  In 
1887  he  with  his  companion,  Rebecca  E.,  moved  to 
Washington  where  they  home- 
steaded  at  Timber  Valley,  which 
later  was  named  Liberty  Bond. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  1902. 
To  this  union  were  born  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Mabel  LeGal, 
who  also  preceded  him  some  fif- 
teen years  ago,  and  Versa  Par- 
meter  of  Coulee  City,  Wash., 
four  grandchildren  and  two 
great-grandchildren.  He  passed 
away  April  24,  1941,  at  the  age 
of  84  years,  3  months  and  24 
days. 

Bro.  Simmons  was  a  minister 
in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  labored  in  that 
capacity  in  the  vicinity  of  Liberty  Bond  and  Camas 
Prairie  until  recent  years  his  health  would  not  permit 
his  further  services. 

He  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him 
as  was  evidenced  by  the  large  gathering  at  his  funeral, 


which  was  held  in  the  Lakeside  church,  where  he  had 
preached  many  times.  Burial  was  made  in  a  beautiful 
little  cemetery  near  Liberty  Bond,  Wash.  Services 
were  conducted  by  the  undersigned. 

Glenwood,  Wash.  B.  J.  Fike. 


Rudolph  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Brother  and  Sister  Rudolph  of  Walbridge,  Ohio,  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  on  Sunday,  May  25.  A  special 
service  at  10:30  o'clock  was  held  in  their  honor  at  the  Black 
Swamp  Church  of  the  Brethren,  at  which  time  they  were  pre- 
sented with  a  Bible  with  a  ten-dollar  bill  enclosed.     All  of  their 


eight  children  and  their  twelve  grandchildren  were  present  at 
this  service.  Bro.  Garner's  text  was  the  Twenty-third  Psalm, 
which  is  Bro.  Rudolph's  favorite  text.  The  congregation  sang 
Sister  Rudolph's  favorite  song,  'Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  in  Jesus. 

At  12:30  o'clock  a  dinner  was  served  in  the  home  for  forty 
guests.  Sisters  Edith  Crago,  Edith  Baker,  Ruth  Garner  and 
May  Garner  were  the  waitresses.  Open  house  was  held  from 
3  to  6,  at  which  time  many  friends  and  neighbors  called.  The 
oldest  guest  was  Sister  Rudolph's  aunt,  who  is  eighty-three. 
The  youngest  guest  was  a  granddaughter,  who  is  six  weeks  old. 
Two  of  the  guests,  Sister  T.  W.  Crago  and  Bro.  Garner  were 
present  at  the  wedding  fifty  years  ago;  also  several  of  the  after- 
noon callers  were  present  at  that  time. 

Walbridge,   Ohio.  Mrs.   Ella  E.   Korn 


Lena  Dell  Guihrie  Bowers 


Lena  Dell,  daughter  of  Elder  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Guthrie,  was  born 
at  Upper  Sandusky.  Ohio,  June  21,  1915.  She  departed  from  this 
life    as    the    result    of    an    automobile    accident    near    Mazeppa, 

Minn.,  May  26,  1941.  She  was  only 
25  years,  11  months,  and  5  days 
old  when  she  went,  going  in  the 
prime  of  usefulness. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  she 
graduated  from  the  Lafayette 
High  School  near  her  parental 
home  in  Ohio.  She  had  already 
seen  the  possibilities  of  service 
during  her  public  school  days, 
and  this  was  a  motive  to  make 
adequate  preparation  for  such  a 
life.  With  this  in  view  she  en- 
tered the  Ohio  State  University 
after  leaving  high  school.  Along 
with  her  work  as  a  student  in 
this  institution  she  entered  Grant 
Hospital  where  she  completed  the 
course  and  thus  became  a  regis- 
tered nurse. 

She    had    such    an    aptitude   for 
her  work  in  her  chosen  field  that 
she  was  given  a  position  as  super- 
visor  over   the   operating  rooms   in  the   hospital  where   she   had 
received    her    training.      Here    she    served    with    the    purposeful 
enthusiasm   which  was  a   daily  characteristic  in  her  life. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  a  young  physician,  Dr.  Robert 
Bowers,  came  to  Columbus  to  take  up  the  work  of  an  intern  in 
Grant  Hospital.  Ere  long  a  fast  friendship  sprang  up  between 
him  and  Miss  Guthrie.  On  March  9,  1940,  they  were  united  in 
marriage.  After  the  completion  of  the  internship  by  the  doctor, 
it  was  decided  that  the  field  of  their  life  work  should  be  in  his 
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home  state.  An  office  was  set  up  in  Mazeppa,  Minn.,  where 
their  work  was  begun.  Lena  entered  into  this  work  not  with  a 
mere  professional  attitude,  but  with  a  determination  that  ■work- 
ing together  they  would  succeed  in  rendering  a  needed  service 
to  their  community.  She  was  so  sincere  in  her  efforts  that  in 
the  short  while  she  was  permitted  to  live  in  the  vicinity  she 
made   many  friends. 

Those  of  nearest  kin  who  mourn  her  passing  are  her  husband, 
her  father  and  mother,  and  three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  The 
brothers  are  Dr.  Morris  B.  Guthrie,  a  practicing  physician  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  also  a  professor  on  the  teaching  staff  of 
the  university;  William  and  Ellis,  both  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents at  Lafayette,  Ohio.  The  sisters  are  Mrs.  Helen  Myer,  Hume, 
Ohio,  and  Esther,  also  at  home  with  her  parents.  Coming  into 
the  Bowers  family  at  Lake  City,  Minn.,  she  was  received  as  a 
daughter  and  sister  beloved   by   the  entire  family  group. 

At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  she  made  confession  of  Christ 
as  her  Savior  and  Lord.  From  that  time  on  she  held  her  mem- 
bership in  the  County  Line  church  where  her  father  is  pastor. 
From  the  faith  which  she  found  precious  so  early  in  life  she 
never  departed.  She  has  given  her  contribution,  and  we  will 
always  remember  her  genial  and  useful  disposition.  In  the  lives 
of  those  who  were  touched  by  her  personality,  she  will  continue 
to  abide  in  the  years  to  come.  In  a  more  serene  world  than 
this  one  we  expect  to  meet  her  again. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Lake  City  Congre- 
gational church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  Rev.  A.  B.  McKieth.  A  short  memorial  service  was  held 
Sunday,  June  1,  in  the  home  church.  Her  body  reposes  in  the 
beautiful  Lake  City  cemetery  awaiting  the  glorious  resurrection 
hour. 


per,  assisted  by  Brethren  Zug  and  Garber.     Six  of  her  nephews 
carried  her  to  her  last  resting  place  in  the  Spring  Creek  ceme- 
tery. 
Palmyra,  Pa.  Mrs.  Moses  Groy. 


Williamstown,  Ohio. 


Jesse  J.  Anglemyer 


Sister  Mary  M.  Reist 

Sister  Mary  M.  Reist,  daughter  of  our  departed  Elder  J.  H. 
Longenecker  and  his  wife,  Mary  N.  (nee  Gibble),  was  born  at 
Palmyra,   Aug.  7,   1886,   and   died  May   20,   1941,   aged  54  years,  9 

months  and  13 
days.  She  was 
married  to  Allen 
E.  Reist  on  Feb.  20, 
1909.  No  children 
were  born  to  this 
union. 

They  lived  on 
their  fruit  farm 
near  Palmyra  for 
thirty  years.  She 
united  with  the 
Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the 
age  of  twelve,  be- 
ing baptized  by 
her  father  in 
Spring  Creek  near 
Hershey.  Surviv- 
ing are  her  hus- 
band, four  broth- 
ers, and  three  sis- 
ters, one  brother 
and  one  sister  hav- 
ing preceded  her 
in  death.  It  was 
in  the  home  of  our 
Brother  and  Sister 
Reist  that  our 
sainted  Bro.  Long- 
enecker spent  the 
latter  part  of  his 
life  and  where  he 
fell  asleep.  Sister 
Reist  ministered  to 
him  faithfully,  as- 
sisted by  her  hus- 
band and  the  sisters  and  brothers  of  the  deceased.  Our  sister 
was  a  great  lover  of  the  beautiful  as  every  one  noticed  who  came 
to  her  neatly  kept  home,  or  saw  when  they  looked  at  the  spa- 
cious lawn  around  it  and  the  many  flowers  she  raised. 

She  loved  her  church  dearly,  and  the  Reists  together  have 
been  faithful  attendants  at  all  the  services.  She  seldom  left  the 
house  of  God  without  expressing  her  appreciation  or  a  word  of 
encouragement  to  the  minister  for  his  message.  She  gave  lib- 
erally to  the  Lord's  work,  quietly  and  unassumingly.  Many  of 
her  friends  will  miss  her  kind  hospitality  and  ministrations  and 
generosity  to  those  in  need.  Her  health  had  been  failing  for 
some  time  but  it  was  only  for  about  a  week  that  her  condition 
became  more  serious.  Four  days  before  the  end  came  she  had  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage  from  which  she  remained  unconscious  to 
the  end. 

The  last  public  service  she  attended  was  the  love  feast  on 
May  4,  when  she  communed  for  the  last  time.  The  funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  Palmyra  church  by  Elder  F.  S.  Car- 


Mrs.  Melissa  Alice  Finch 

Mrs.  Melissa  Alice  Finch  was  born  in  Stockton,  Calif.,  on 
March  31,  1856.  Her  parents  came  to  California  during  the  gold 
rush  period  to  dig  for  the  precious  metal.     She  lived  in  the  San 

Joaquin  Valley  until  she  was  twen- 
ty-nine years  old,  when  she,  with 
her  husband,  moved  to  southern 
California. 

In  1880,  when  she  was  twenty- 
four,  she  attended  an  old-fashioned 
camp  meeting  held  at  Tracy,  Calif. 
Here  she  was  converted  and  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  being 
baptized  in  the  San  Joaquin  River. 
She  was  married  in  Tracy  on  Sept. 
7,  1879.  Her  husband  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage. 

In  1885  the  family  moved  to  Co- 
vina  and  became  pioneers  of  the 
Covina  church  in  Southern  Califor- 
nia. About  this  time,  a  small  group 
of  members  settled  in  Ventura 
County,  and  organized  the  Conejo  church.  In  1889  the  family 
moved  to  this  community,  where  they  lived  until  1895.  Here, 
in  1893,  she  lost  her  husband  and  was  left  with  the  responsibility 
of  her  large  family.  About  1895  she  moved  into  the  Inglewood 
congregation  where  she  stayed  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1904, 
she  moved  to  Redlands,  Calif.  Since  there  was  no  assembly  of 
the  Brethren  here  she  remained  a  member  of  the  church  in 
Covina.  In  1923  a  group  of  members  moved  into  the  San  Ber- 
nardino Valley  and  organized  a  church  in  San  Bernardino.  Mrs. 
Finch  became  a  charter  member  of  this  church. 

Mrs.  Finch  passed  away  May  10,  1941,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of 
85  years,  1  month,  and  10  days.  She  is  survived  by  four  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons.  She  also  leaves  two  sisters:  Mrs.  Anna 
Robinson,  La  Verne,  Calif.,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Harder,  Berkeley, 
Calif. 

During  all  of  her  long  and  often  weary  life  she  remained 
steadfast  to  her  baptismal  vows  and  a  loyal  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  widely  known  all  over  Califor- 
nia and  leaves  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  passing. 

San  Bernardino,  Calif.  Royal  D.  Glick. 


Christian  Mission  Week  in  the  Harrisonburg  Church 

With  desire  for  spiritual  growth  other  than  that  which  bursts 
from  the  ambitions  of  our  own  workers,  it  was  thought  wise  by 
our  church  that  we  should  have  gleanings  from  the  National 
Christian  Mission  which  was  held  in  our  National  Capital  City 
early  in  the  year.  Our  pastor  attended  this  National  Conference 
and  brought  us  very  helpful  messages  each  night  during  the  last 
week  in   March. 

These  meetings  were  inspiring  to  our  membership  as  they  rep- 
resented great  effort  on  the  part  of  our  pastor  to  frame  the 
most  constructive  thought  of  world  renowned  speakers  along 
with  his  own  messages  best  suited  to  his  people's  needs. 

Each  night's  message  had  a  specific  bearing  on  some  phase  of 
church  interest  and  was  given  in  such  a  way  that  each  individual 
from    youth    to    age    could   profit   from    it. 

The  first  service  was  an  outstanding  effort  for  each  member 
to  get  the  right  conception  and  valuation  of  the  meaning  of 
My  Church.  One  thought  was  that  many  of  us  get  the  idea  that 
the  church  is  a  ship  or  ark  in  which  we  embark  and  ride  in 
ease  to  safety,  rather  than  a  life  of  determination  and  struggle 
for  the  promotion  of  its  significance  as  a  saving  agency  in 
which  purpose  we  lose  ourselves  promoting  its  purpose. 

Another  high  point  during  the  week  was  a  dramatic  presenta- 
tion of  the  Prodigal  Son  from  the  subject.  Listen,  He's  Talking 
to  Himself.  The  great  natural  tendency  in  our  day  of  "wanting 
and  getting"  is  one  of  the  greatest  causes  for  failure  to  live 
our  best.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Prodigal,  when  anyone  begins  to 
talk  to  himself  of  the  mistakes  of  living,  a  new  day  is  dawning 
with  the  individual  and  right  decisions  are  made  when  one  be- 
gins to  ponder  over  the  great  things  of  the  Father's  house. 

The  meetings  were  interspersed  with  special  music  each  night 
by  our  own  choir,  directed  by  Bro.  Joseph  Wine,  and  from  some 
other  groups.  One  that  was  most  interesting  was  the  group  of 
youth  singers  from  the  tri-congregations  of  Timberville,  Unity 
and  Linville  Creek.  This  group  of  singers  of  fifty  voices  rep- 
resents the  work  of  Bro.  Joseph  Miller  in  the  interest  of  youth 
of  the  high  schools  of  the  different  sections  of  those  congrega- 
tions. The  week's  meeting  began  with  the  great  thought,  Christ 
Is  the  Answer,  from  the  test,  "Come,  follow  me,"  and  closed  with 
the    appeal,    Give    Christ    Rightful    Place    in    Your    Life — "I    am 
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come  that  they  might  have  life."  As  a  direct  result  two  decided 
for  Christ  at  Easter  time,  which  was  a  climax  of  the  Christian 
Mission  in  our  own  church  effort  followed  by  a  week's  inter- 
denominational effort  conducted  by  Dr.  John  N.  Thomas  of 
Richmond.  Va..  in  the  Methodist  church.  These  two  converts 
were  baptized  and  fifteen  others  presented  their  letters  and  were 
accepted  by  the  church  with  great  joy  and  anticipation  for  re- 
newed efforts  together. 
Harrisonburg,  Va.  Mrs.  A.  Fred  Cline. 


Echoes  From  the  La  Verne  Conference 

(Continued  From  Page  17) 
group  departments.  A  regional  children's  work  cabinet 
was  presented  to  consist  of  the  following:  Mrs.  P.  H. 
Bowman,  Miss  Mary  Keiper,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber,  Mrs. 
Nevin  Fisher  and  Mrs.  Frank  Howell.  The  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  recommended  personnel  for  the  chil- 
dren's work  cabinet  confirmed. 

The  General  Education  Board 

Secretary-Treasurer  A.  C.  Baugher  reported  for  the 
General  Education  Board.  Among  other  things,  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  retirement  from  the  board  of  Bro. 
Otho  Winger,  a  long-time  member  of  the  same.  Three 
recommendations  were  listed  toward  the  end  of  the  re- 
port. They  were:  that  our  young  people  attend  Breth- 
ren colleges,  that  our  people  remember  the  financial 
needs  of  our  colleges,  and  finally  that  our  churches  give 
special  recognition  to  the  observance  of  American  Edu- 
cation Sunday,  Nov.  9,  1941.  The  theme  is  to  be  Seek- 
ing a  World  Order.    Of  course  the  report  was  accepted. 

The  Advisory  Committee  Report 

Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  reported  for  the  Advisory  Commit- 
tee for  Conscientious  Objectors.  He  outlined  something 
of  the  history  of  the  work,  then  gave  the  latest  figures 
from  a  survey  of  what  is  happening  throughout  the 
church.  From  433  churches  have  come  to  date  341  go- 
ing into  the  military,  118  taking  noncombatant  service, 
and  333  going  into  Civilian  Public  Service.  The  latest 
figures  from  the  Washington  office  indicate  the  follow- 
ing order  of  churches  based  on  the  number  of  young  men 
electing  to  do  work  of  national  importance  under  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service:  Mennonites,  545;  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  193;  Methodist,  120;  Friends,  118;  Jehovah's 
Witnesses,  115;  Presbyterians,  50;  Baptists,  45;  and  so  on 
down  for  the  other  groups. 

The  unfolding  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Service  pro- 
gram is  a  great  and  heavy  one.  But  surely  we  will  have 
the  faith  and  determination  to  carry  it  on  and  to  com- 
pletion. The  report  was  adopted;  and  with  it,  approval 
of  the  Standing  Committee's  recommendation  to  pro- 
vide spiritual  care  for  those  young  men  from  Brethren 
homes  who  go  directly  into  the  military.  A  standing 
vote  of  appreciation  was  extended  the  committee,  to 
Bridgewater  College  and  the  Elgin  congregation  for  the 
loan  of  personnel,  and  to  all  others  who  have  had  a 
share  in  the  setting  up  and  carrying  forward  of  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  program. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee 

Varying  the  procedure  somewhat,  Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz 
elected  to  read  the  report  of  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee as  printed  in  the  Booklet.  He  covered  such 
points  as:  program  and  organization,  Civilian  Public 
Service,  relief,  refugees,  rehabilitation  and  peace  edu- 
cation, and  finance.  The  report  was  adopted  as  read. 
The  meeting  hastened  on  to  adopt  the  Brethren  audit- 
ors' statement  covering  some  six  schedules. 


A  Study  of  Auditing  Procedure 

The  growth  of  general  church  business  has  been  such 
that  auditing  has  been  requiring  more  and  more  atten- 
tion. First  we  had  church  auditors,  then  these  plus  a 
commercial  firm's  check-up.  Out  of  this  situation  grew 
the  Standing  Committee's  suggestion  to  provide  a  com- 
mittee of  three  business  men  to  study  and  report  on 
auditing  procedure  one  year  hence.  The  committee: 
Russell  Showalter,  Elmer  Eshelman,  and  Wilbur  Barn- 
hart. 

The  General  Ministerial  Board 

Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough  spoke  for  the  General  Min- 
isterial Board.  He  did  not  go  into  great  detail  explain- 
ing the  printed  report,  but  suggested  that  the  real  test 
of  the  board's  program  is  the  work  done  throughout  the 
church.  The  General  Ministerial  Board  work  really  un- 
dergirds  the  other  lines  of  church  work.  He  asked  for 
support,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  board,  but  because  of 
the  importance  of  the  work  to  be  done. 

Concluding  the  Morning  Session 

As  the  morning  session  drew  to  a  conclusion  a  motion 
was  passed  to  adopt  the  minutes  of  the  special  Standing 
Committee  meeting  held  in  Chicago  last  Dec.  18  and  19, 
and  to  make  the  same  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  La 
Verne  Conference. 

It  was  here  that  a  touch  of  sentiment  was  added  to 
the  closing  moments.  Bro.  Edgar  Rothrock  disposed  of 
a  violin  for  the  benefit  of  ministerial  relief.  The  in- 
strument was  made  by  Eld.  E.  E.  John  of  McPherson, 
Kans.  Then  there  was  the  novelty  cane  made  by  Bro. 
Perry  Bashor  of  Covina  which  was  presented  to  Secre- 
tary Chas.  D.  Bonsack.  It  was  received  as  an  addition 
to  an  interesting  collection. 

After  the  usual  grist  of  announcements  the  meeting 
was  closed  with  a  prayer  by  Eld.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 

Three  Hours  More 

It  took  a  short  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday  to  con- 
clude the  business  a  year  ago  at  Ocean  Grove  and  it  is 
taking  a  little  more  than  that  this  year  at  La  Verne. 
The  atmosphere  was  tuned  up  just  right  by  the  hymn, 
Spirit  of  God,  Descend  Upon  My  Heart,  as  led  by  Bro. 
Geo.  L.  Detweiler  of  Middle  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
prayer  led  by  Bro.  Jas.  M.  Mohler  of  Middle  Missouri. 
The  regular  reports  had  been  heard  and  the  new  busi- 
ness was  all  that  remained. 

Middle  Indiana  had  been  having  some  trouble  with 
the  "discipline  of  an  elder" — the  local  church  concerned 
wasn't  co-operating  satisfactorily — and  Eastern  Mary- 
land thought  something  ought  to  be  done  about  the 
function  of  the  deacon's  office.  The  Standing  Commit- 
tee proposed  to  refer  both  matters  to  the  same  commit- 
tee after  giving  a  partial  answer  on  the  first  point,  and 
this  stirred  the  delegates  quite  a  bit.  One  said  it  was 
the  strangest  answer  he  had  ever  heard  of,  or  something 
to  that  effect.  Others  were  inclined  to  agree  but  the 
strange  thing  was  that  when  the  moderator  finally  di- 
vided it  into  "two  bites,"  as  he  called  it,  they  swallowed 
it  all  with  apparently  good  relish. 

The  committee  which  will  report  on  this  double  sub- 
ject next  year  consists  of  J.  W.  Lear,  Rufus  D.  Bowman, 
Rufus  P.  Bucher,  M.  J.  Brougher  and  D.  W.  Kurtz. 

The  Conference  was  sympathetic  with  the  Oklahoma 
B.  Y.  P.  D.'s  who  want  to  share  the  sacrifice  which  the 
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conscientious  objectors  and  their  dependents  must  make, 
and  referred  them  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
for  counsel. 

The  feeling  of  Northern  Indiana  about  the  use  of  the 
term  "national"  in  connection  with  our  general  church 
work  is  shared  by  many  others,  but  the  protest  was  not 
well  formulated.  It  asked  too  much.  Our  B.C.E.  and 
men's  work,  for  instance,  seem  to  get  along  very  well 
without  any  such  descriptive  word  at  all.  Words  take 
on  new  shades  of  meaning  through  usage  and  our  Can- 
ada brethren  will  please  understand  that  the  word  "na- 
tional" is  not  meant  to  exclude  them.  Though  inaccur- 
ate, it  is  convenient. 

The  paper  asking  for  a  statement  on  the  Christian  at- 
titude to  labor  unions  was  favorably  considered.  The 
principles  of  brotherhood  taught  in  the  New  Testament 
were  cited  and  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  is 
asked  "to  prepare  a  form  embodying  the  above  prin- 
ciples and  to  make  the  same  available." 

Handling  Emergencies 

As  for  that  special  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee in  Chicago  last  winter,  and  the  likes  of  it,  the  Con- 
ference officers  were  authorized  to  call  one  whenever 
in  their  judgment  it  is  advisable  to  do  so,  if  two  thirds 
of  the  Committee  members  agree.  In  any  such  case  the 
Committee  will  report  the  actions  taken  to  the  next 
General  Conference  for  review  and  whatever  disposi- 
tion of  them  may  seem  wise. 

The  regular  Conference  Budget  presented  by  the 
Council  of  Boards  was  approved,  as  was  also  the  extra 
one  proposed  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  The 
council  recommended  that  the  church  make  this  a  sacri- 
ficial offering  to  the  equivalent  of  two  dollars  per  mem- 
ber. This  was  heartily  endorsed  by  the  Conference,  and 
Director  Paul  H.  Bowman  urged  that  we  try  to  correct 
the  false  impression  of  some  that  the  need  has  been 
met  already.  We  must  expect  the  need  for  liberal  giv- 
ing to  become  greater  and  greater. 

The  idea  of  a  plan  to  secure  homes — not  institutional 
homes  but  small  individual  ones — for  retired  ministers 
and  missionaries  was  presented  and  approved. 

The  Conference  Program  Committee  was  authorized 
to  make  such  minor  adjustments  in  the  program  as  oc- 
casion and  expediency  would  seem  to  demand. 

The  importance  of  gathering  and  preserving  historical 
material  was  noted  and  the  committee  was  urged  to  be 
active  in  promoting  this  before  it  is  too  late. 

From  the  General  Ministerial  Board  came  a  sugges- 
tion which  was  adopted,  to  the  effect  that  we  drop  the 
term  "zones"  and,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  call  them 
the  five  regions,  as  follows:  Eastern,  Southeastern, 
Central,  Western,  and  Pacific. 

The  report  on  reorganization  and  function  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  which  was  adopted,  places 
a  new  emphasis  on  the  significance  of  this  type  of  Chris- 
tian work.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  able  to  give  it  to  you 
in  full  in  the  near  future.  This  committee  as  now  con- 
stituted consists  of  five  members  appointed  directly  by 
the  Conference  and  four  representing  the  General 
Boards.  The  five  are  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Ross  D. 
Murphy,  M.  R.  Zigler,  A.  W.  Cordier,  and  L.  W.  Shultz. 
The  four  which  you  should  connect  with  their  respec- 
tive boards  are  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  J.  I.  Baugher,  Paul 
Kinsel,  and  H.  F.  Richards. 


Resolutions,  Regular  and  Special 

The  resolutions  drawn  up  by  the  resolutions  commit- 
tee and  presented  to  the  Conference  will  appear  in  a 
later  issue  of  the  Messenger. 

Approaching  the  End 

Bro.  J.  E.  Miller  is  serving  his  last  year  as  secretary 
of  the  Conference  and  the  Conference  gave  him  a  un- 
animous rising  vote  of  appreciation  for  his  faithful  serv- 
ice to  the  church  in  this  capacity.  It  would  take  a  good 
many  rising  votes  to  cover  his  like  service  in  all  ca- 
pacities. 

Moderator  Davis  expressed  his  thanks  to  his  fellow 
officers,  the  delegates  and  the  many  other  individuals 
and  groups  who  had  labored  with  him  to  convert  a  dif- 
ficult task  into  a  service  of  joy.  Though  nobody  at  the 
moment  was  bold  enough  to  speak  out  in  meeting  and 
say  so,  we  know  that  everybody  felt  the  same  way 
about  his  handling  of  the  responsibilities  entrusted  to 
him. 

The  closing  prayer  and  benediction  were  offered  by 
Bro.  Jas.  M.  Moore  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  the 
second  La  Verne  Conference  passed  into  history.  It 
was  twenty  minutes  after  four. 

The  environment  was  ideal.  California  climate  had 
been  at  its  top-notch  best.  The  atmosphere,  both  ma- 
terial and  spiritual,  was  as  nearly  perfect  as  we  have  a 
right  to  look  for  in  our  world.  Even  those  of  us  who 
did  not  get  our  way  in  all  things  went  away  happy,  re- 
solved to  walk  and  work  together  for  the  triumph  of 
righteousness  and  the  glory  of  God. 


FALLEN  ASLEEP 


Bryant,  Jessie  Macoy,  eldest  son  of  Abner  and  Azeline  Bryant, 
was  born  Feb.  27,  1915,  at  Tibbie,  Ala.,  and  died  on  May  15, 
1941.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Fruit- 
dale  Brethren  church,  conducted  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Petcher,  who 
used  the  text,  John  14,  as  requested  by  the  family.  Interment 
was  in  the  Fruitdale  cemetery. — Myrtle  Alice  Carpenter,  Fruit- 
dale,  Ala. 

Dilmer,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Hannah  Dohner, 
was  born  Oct.  26,  1863,  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  died  May  29, 
1941.  On  Dec.  21,  1882,  she  was  married  to  Michael  Ditmer,  and 
to  this  union  were  born  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom,  with  the 
husband,  preceded  her  in  death,  leaving  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  nineteen  grandchildren,  seventeen  great-grandchil- 
dren and  one  sister  to  mourn  her  departure.  At  an  early  age 
she  accepted  Christ  and  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  ever  remained  true  and  faithful,  always  willing  and  ready 
to  do  what  she  could  to  help.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Georgetown  church  by  Eld.  S.  A.  Blessing  and  the  writer. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  W.  C.  Detrick, 
Laura,   Ohio. 

Fourman,  Noah,  son  of  Joseph  and  Leah  Fourman  and  one  of 
a  family  of  five  children,  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  Oct. 
21,  1858.  He  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Pitsburg,  Ohio,  on 
June  9,  1941.  On  Nov.  2,  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Melinda  Landis  and  moved  on  their  farm  where  they  lived  for 
thirty-six  years.  In  1914  they  moved  to  Pitsburg  and  on  Feb.  5, 
1921,  his  wife  passed  away.  In  early  manhood  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  always  lived  a  faithful  and  de- 
voted Christian  life.  He  leaves  three  sons,  two  daughters,  sev- 
enteen grandchildren  and  eleven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Pitsburg  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  Pastor  Roy  Honeyman  of  the  Painter  Creek  church  and  Bro. 
Wm.  Royer  of  Pitsburg.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Newcomer 
cemetery. — Mrs.  J.   W.   Eikenberry,   Arcanum,   Ohio. 

Leonard,  George  B.,  was  born  on  March  15,  1863,  and  died  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  on  March  10, 
1941.  He  had  lived  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  all  his  life  and  was 
a  respected  member  of  his  community.  He  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Owl  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  regularly  attending  services  as  long  as  he  was  able.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  Delpha  Keller  Leonard,  three  daughters,  one 
son,  five  grandchildren  and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Owl  Creek  church  by 
the  writer  and  interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — 
Martin  Krieger,  Fredericktown,   Ohio. 
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California 

Los  Angeles,  Belvedere. — We  have  been  fortunate  in  having 
several  good  speakers  with  us  during  the  past  two  months. 
Brethren  J.  Z.  Gilbert,  G.  O.  Stutsman  and  Rodney  Martin 
preached  for  us  during  our  pre-Easter  services.  On  April  20 
Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker.  our  returned  missionaries 
to  China,  were  with  us.  We  were  grateful  for  their  firsthand 
account  of  affairs  in  China.  Mrs.  Smith  and  her  child  evangel- 
ism classes  gave  us  two  programs  at  the  end  of  the  class  year. 
One  of  these  was  a  showing  of  lantern  slides  on  the  Life  of  Paul. 
The  other  was  a  rally  day  program  given  by  the  children  to  show 
what  they  had  learned  during  the  year.  Recently  Miss  Laura 
Shock  from  China  met  with  us  and  told  of  her  experiences  in 
that  land.  The  ladies'  aid  group  has  been  housecleaning  in  the 
various  church  rooms  as  Well  as  doing  their  regular  work.  The 
men's  group  is  again  planning  to  send  several  boys  and  girls  to 
our  summer  camp.  Bro.  J.  E.  Steinour.  our  pastor,  has  been 
preaching  on  Wednesdays  at  the  Union  Rescue  Mission — a  task 
which  he  enjoys  very  much,  as  many  men  and  boys  are  being 
saved   there. — Violetta   Oliver,   Los   Angeles,   Calif.,   June  6. 

McFarland. — It  was  our  privilege  on  March  23  to  hear  the  ex- 
periences of  Mr.  Schmit  of  Shatter,  a  member  of  the  Mennonite 
Brethren  church  who  lived  in  Russia  during  the  Russian  revo- 
lution. Our  annual  love  feast  was  held  on  Good  Friday.  On 
Easter  Sunday  we  were  inspired  by  the  presentation  of  a  play, 
The  Unlighted  Cross,  by  the  young  people  from  Modesto.  In  the 
evening  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker  brought  us  a  message  on  the 
mission  work  in  China.  The  following  evening  Bro.  Crumpacker 
told  us  of  the  political  situation  in  China.  On  April  20  we  joined 
the  Methodists  in  hearing  their  Easter  cantata.  On  May  4  and  18 
we  enjoyed  pictures  on  Children  of  Africa  and  Effects  of  Alcohol. 
The  mother  and  daughter  banquet,  held  May  15,  was  well  at- 
tended with  nearly  one  hundred  present.  The  program  was 
given  by  local  talent.  At  our  regular  council  meeting,  May  28, 
Bro.  Andrew  Blickenstaff  was  again  elected  elder.  Pastor  John 
Coffman  delivered  the  baccalaureate  address  for  the  high  school 
graduating  class  on  June  1.  On  the  last  Sunday  evening  of  each 
month  we  have  a  "singspiration"  service.  The  Methodists  joined 
us  in  this  on  April  27.  The  teachers  of  the  primary  department 
for  the  past  three  months  have  been  enjoying  a  class  in  story- 
telling. The  primary  and  junior  departments  are  now  working 
on  a  project  which  deals  with  the  migrant  problem.  The  aim 
is  to  create  a  friendlier  feeling  between  regular  and  migrant  res- 
idents. Both  the  men's  and  women's  work  groups  are  active, 
each  having  a  representative  on  the  McFarland  Co-ordinating 
Council,  which  is  doing  much  for  the  betterment  of  the  com- 
munity.— Ina  Long  Taylor,   McFarland,   Calif.,  June   3. 

Raisin. — On  March  6  we  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  with 
Eld.  F.  M.  Yearout  presiding.  On  March  2  the  junior  choir  pre- 
sented the  program  for  the  Sunday  evening  service.  At  the 
March  men's  brotherhood  meeting  Eld.  Yearout  of  Fresno 
showed  his  interesting  slides.  Bro.  Rupel,  a  former  teacher  and 
missionary  in  Africa,  presented  his  pictures  to  a  large  audience 
at  a  Sunday  evening  service  and  Sister  Rupel  gave  an  instructive 
talk  at  our  March  missionary  meeting.  An  Easter  program  was 
sponsored  by  our  young  people.  A  number  from  our  congrega- 
tion attended  the  Madera  and  Fresno  county  convention  at 
Easton.  Our  young  people's  group  won  a  beautiful  C.  E.  neon 
light,  which  was  placed  at  the  front  of  the  church.  Gerald 
Ransier  conducted  an  impressive  dedication  service  for  this 
light.  On  the  evening  of  May  4  the  Gobel  Quartet  from  Fowler 
gave  us  a  musical  program.  Mother's  Day  was  observed  with  an 
appropriate  sermon  by  our  pastor,  and  in  the  evening  a  panto- 
mime was  presented.  On  May  18  Bro.  E.  L.  Ikenberry,  a  re- 
turned missionary  to  China,  gave  our  adult  group  an  interest- 
ing talk.  Following  the  group  meetings  he  talked  of  his  experi- 
ences in  China.  On  Sunday  evening,  May  25,  we  had  a  baptismal 
service.  Our  pastor  has  asked  that  each  organization  in  the 
church  be  responsible  for  one  Sunday  evening  program  during 
the  year.  The  women's  auxiliary  held  their  quarterly  meeting 
on  May  22  with  a  potluck  dinner.  Mrs.  Robertson,  president  of 
the  County  Federated  Missionary  Society  of  Fresno,  was  the 
guest  speaker.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  all-day  circuit 
meeting  on  July  9.  The  churches  included  are  Fresno,  Laton, 
Reedley  and  Raisin;  Miss  Anetta  Mow  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
We  held  our  communion  service  on  May  28  with  our  pastor  offi- 
ciating.— Elizabeth   Kimmel,   Raisin,    Calif.,   June  2. 

Reedley. — The  men  of  the  church  organized  recently  and  have 
begun  work  under  the  leadership  of  their  president,  Russell  Bitt- 
ner.  At  our  council  held  Monday,  May  26,  our  pastor  and  wife. 
Brother  and  Sister  David  Studebaker,  were  unanimously  elected 
for  another  year's  work  with  us.  Bro.  LeRoy  Clark  was  elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent  and  Bro.  Frank  Fike  the  assistant. 
The  women's  work  recently  installed  a  cookstove  in  the  kitchen 
of  the  church.  They  also  sponsored  a  program  on  The  Influence 
of  the  Home. — Mrs.  Anna  Ramsey,  Reedley,  Calif.,  June  3. 

Santa  Ana. — During  the  Easter  season  we  emphasized  the 
meaning  of  church  membership.  A  committee  appointed  by  the 
church — Byrl  Harper,  Mrs.  Ruth  Rensberger,  and  Daniel  Stover 
— worked  out  the  plans  with  the  pastor.  Every  member  on  the 
church    roll    received    a    letter    requesting    co-operation,    certain 


data  and  suggestions,  and  a  pledge  of  loyalty  over  his  signature. 
Those  failing  to  respond  were  sent  suitable  follow-up  letters. 
The  pastor's  sermons  during  Holy  Week  stressed  the  purpose  and 
meaning  of  church  membership.  On  Easter  Sunday,  following 
the  message,  the  pastor  conducted  a  reconsecration  service  in 
which  the  membership  reaffirmed  its  faith  in  Christ  and  the 
church.  Quite  a  number  signified  intention  of  placing  their  let- 
ters of  membership  with  the  church  here.  The  membership 
cards  signed  by  the  elder  and  pastor  indicated  that  some  had 
seen  over  sixty  years  of  service.  With  the  membership  card 
each  member  was  given  a  copy  of  What  Does  Church  Member- 
ship Mean?  by  Rufus  Bowman.  There  will  be  a  follow-up  cam- 
paign of  personal  visitation  to  each  one  who  failed  to  respond. 
It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  by  following  this  program  for  a  few 
years  it  will  solve  the  problem  of  inactive  membership  in  our 
church.  The  resignation  of  Pastor  A.  O.  Brubaker  has  been 
accepted  by  the  church.  The  ministerial  board  was  not  ready  at 
the  last  business  meeting  to  make  recommendations  for  another 
pastor.  Beginning  April  29  Bro.  Lee  Whipple  with  his  wife 
served  us  in  nightly  meetings,  bringing  very  helpful  and  prac- 
tical messages.  We  closed  the  week's  service  with  a  love  feast 
on  May  4,  with  Bro.  Whipple  officiating. — Mrs.  A.  O.  Brubaker, 
Santa  Ana,   Calif.,   May  26. 

Colorado 
Rocky  Ford. — The  church  met  in  quarterly  business  session 
and  planned  for  the  entertaining  of  the  district  conference  to  be 
held  here  Aug.  16-18.  Three  men  with  their  wives  were  called  to 
serve  the  church  as  deacons:  Brethren  Horace  Yeater,  Paul  Lusk 
and  David  Heckman.  We  will  join  the  other  churches  of  the  city 
in  union  evening  services  through  July  and  August.  We  expect 
Bro.  Harvey  Hostetler  of  Detroit  to  be  with  us  July  6.  The  union 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  sponsored  by  the  ministerial  alliance 
will  open  June  9  and  continue  two  weeks.  Bro.  Ernest  Wam- 
pler  and  Dr.  Daryl  Parker  have  been  recent  speakers  here.  A 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  followed  by  a  program  on 
Mother's  Day.  Our  children's  day  program  was  June  8.  We 
were  glad  for  a  short  call  from  the  Ernest  Hoffs  on  their  way 
to  Annual  Conference.  The  parents  of  our  pastor,  Brother  and 
Sister  Tom  Shively  of  Indiana,  spent  a  few  days  here,  filling  the 
pulpit  on  Sunday  evening.  We  are  loaning  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Ernest  Shively,  to  direct  the  summer  work  camp  at  Wichita, 
Kans.  He  will  leave  June  12  and  expects  to  be  away  ten  weeks. 
The  church  here  would  appreciate  ministerial  help  through  July 
and  August  by  any  who  may  be  traveling  through. — Mrs.  Roy  E. 
Miller.   Rocky  Ford,   Colo.,   June  9. 

Illinois 

Bethel. — Evangelism  was  emphasized  all  through  the  Lenten 
season.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  preached  a  group  of 
sermons  on  The  World's  Greatest  Discovery — Miracle,  Message, 
and  Hope.  He  also  conducted  a  class  on  Saturday  afternoons 
for  the  junior  group  on  What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Christian.  Eight 
of  the  group  were  baptized  at  Easter  time.  Bro.  Galen  Ogden 
preached  for  us  one  Sunday  evening  during  March  and  two  eve- 
nings during  the  week  of  pre-Easter  services.  We  had  our  love 
feast  on  Thursday  evening  before  Easter  with  our  pastor  officiat- 
ing. The  lighted  candles  on  the  tables  and  in  the  candelabra  on 
either  side  of  the  open  Bible  on  the  pulpit,  along  with  the  quiet 
organ  music,  made  an  impressive  setting  for  the  service.  We 
had  the  privilege  of  having  the  Manchester  College  Chapel  Choir 
give  us  a  sacred  concert  on  Saturday  evening  before  Easter. 
We  had  a  large  attendance  at  both  our  worship  service  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning,  and  the  play.  Blessed  Are  They,  which  was 
given  in  the  evening.  At  our  last  council  meeting  our  pastor's 
resignation  was  read  and  accepted.  He  has  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Westminster  church  in  Eastern  Maryland,  to  begin  Sept.  1.  Bro. 
Galen  Ogden,  a  graduate  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  this  year, 
has  accepted  the  call  to  the  Naperville  church  and  will  begin 
work  here  on  Sept.  1.  Bro.  E.  B.  Williams  is  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference.  On  Mother's  Day  we  had  a  consecration 
service  for  three  of  our  babies.  The  children  of  our  Sunday 
school  were  in  a  candlelight  procession  and  formed  a  circle  in 
back  of  the  minister  to  make  the  setting  for  the  service.  The 
mothers  and  daughters  tea  and  program  were  in  the  afternoon. 
On  May  25  the  father  and  sons  had  their  annual  outing.  On 
Wednesday  evening,  May  28,  the  Prentiss  Institute  Negro  male 
quartet  gave  us  a  sacred  concert.  This  was  a  splendid  program. 
— Mrs.  Ralph  M.  Flory,  Naperville,  111.,  June  7. 

Chicago,  First  Church. — March,  April  and  May  have  been  great 
months  for  our  church.  At  the  beginning  of  March  Bro.  Harper 
S.  Will  and  family  came  to  serve  as  our  pastor.  Bro.  Foster  B. 
Statler  from  the  Mt.  Morris  congregation  gave  us  a  stirring  mes- 
sage and  conducted  the  installation  service.  Our  pastor  had 
charge  of  the  pre-Easter  services,  which  were  climaxed  with 
the  communion  service  on  Sunday  night.  On  Easter  Day  twelve 
people  were  baptized.  In  April  the  women  of  the  church  held 
their  annual  meeting  with  the  election  of  officers,  a  missionary 
reading,  and  a  play  depicting  the  work  of  the  Protestant  Wom- 
en's Protectorate  making  up  the  program.  The  men's  work 
council  met  at  Sears  Y  to  plan  their  program  for  the  next  year. 
On  May  9  the  mothers  and  daughters  enjoyed  a  banquet  and  the 
program.  Living  Portraits  of  Famous  Women.  In  a  dramatic 
way  we  have  been  enjoying  some  unusual  treats;  the  Faith 
Players  presented  Testing  Hour,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  No  Ban- 
ners Flying,  then  the  First  Church  choir  and  the  department  of 
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religious  drama  of  the  seminary  presented  the  dramatized  can- 
tata, Jesus  of  Nazareth  Passeth  By.  On  May  18  Dr.  E.  Stanley 
Jones  filled  our  pulpit  and  gave  a  wonderful  message  on  the 
meaning  of  the  crosses.  Dr.  Andrew  Cordier  was  the  speaker  at 
the  commencement  services  for  the  graduates  of  Bethany  Hos- 
pital. At  the  Bethany  Seminary  baccalaureate  service  Dr.  Ru- 
fus  Bowman  spoke  on  A  New  Heaven  and  a  New  Earth.  For  the 
Bethany  commencement  Dr.  Georgia  Harkness  of  Garrett  Bib- 
lical Institute  spoke  on  Preaching  in  War  Time.  During  these 
months  our  pastor  has  been  giving  us  practical  sermons,  the  at- 
tendance has  been  good,  and  the  offerings  have  been  high. — 
Mildred  Starr  Harner,  Chicago,  June  8. 

Indiana 
Middletown. — Some  work  has  been  done  on  the  basement  of 
our  church  and  we  plan  to  rededicate  it  when  finished.  We 
have  had  several  ministers  in  our  pulpit  recently.  The  Nazarene 
minister  spoke  at  our  sunrise  service  which  was  held  at  the 
church  on  Easter.  On  Mother's  Day  Bro.  Zirkle  delivered  the 
sermon.  The  aid  society  had  charge  of  Sunday  school  in  the 
morning  with  Sister  Wagner,  president  of  the  society,  acting  as 
superintendent.  Over  $15  was  cleared  at  a  market  which  the  aid 
society  held  on  May  3.  Our  love  feast,  at  which  Bro.  Abraham 
Bowman  officiated,  was  well  attended.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  love  feast  of  a  neighbor  church  and  participating  in 
the  all-day  meeting  and  bountiful  dinner  which  were  held  next 
day.  Bro.  Hilbert  from  Hagerstown  delivered  the  message.  Some 
of  our  congregation  also  attended  the  love  feast  at  the  Antioch 
church.  Bro.  Wagner  and  Bro.  Grady  were  elected  as  delegates 
to  the  district  meeting. — Florida  J.  E.  Green,  Middletown,  Ind., 
June  5. 

Iowa 

Ivesler. — Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  •  men's  organization, 
the  Gospel  Messenger  goes  into  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the 
homes.  The  men's  organization  is  also  redecorating  the  audito- 
rium of  the  church  this  spring.  New  carpets  will  be  laid,  the 
walls  repainted,  and  the  woodwork  and  benches  refinished.  Bro. 
Harlan  Smith  and  family  were  in  our  community  for  a  few  days 
on  their  return  from  China.  Bro.  Smith  spoke  at  both  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  services  on  April  6.  The  following  evening  we 
enjoyed  a  fellowship  supper  in  honor  of  the  Smiths  before  they 
left  for  Greene  and  the  new  work  there.  President  Schwalm  of 
McPherson  College  was  with  us  on  March  30;  H.  Spenser  Minnich 
of  Elgin,  on  Easter  Sunday;  and  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  on  May  11. 
We  observed  our  love  feast  on  April  11.  The  young  people  con- 
ducted a  sunrise  carol  service  for  shut-ins  on  Easter  morning, 
and  the  choir  presented  a  song  service  in  the  evening.    Our  high 


school  seniors,  nine  in  number,  enjoyed  a  delightful  breakfast 
on  May  18  and  our  pastor  gave  them  special  recognition  in  the 
morning  service.  Five  babies  were  consecrated  on  Mother's 
Day.  Vacation  Bible  school  will  be  in  session  June  16-27.  Our 
pastor  is  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference. — Lucy  S.  Slifer, 
Conrad,   Iowa,  June  4. 

Maryland 

Union  Bridge,  Pipe  Creek. — The  missionary  offering  was  taken 
on  Feb.  28.  The  mothers  and  daughters  sponsored  an  Easter  pro- 
gram at  the  church,  and  there  was  a  sunrise  service  on  College 
Hill  which  was  well  attended.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  gave  an 
interesting  missionary  talk  at  our  church  on  the  morning  of 
May  4.  In  the  evening  the  love  feast  was  held  at  Pipe  Creek. 
There  was  a  musical  program  rendered  at  the  church  recently. 
Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  at  Pipe  Creek  on 
May  9.  At  the  May  meeting  the  Union  Bridge  aid  society  enter- 
tained the  officers  of  five  sister  societies — Pipe  Creek,  Rocky 
Ridge,  Edgewood,  Sams  Creek  and  Beaver  Dam.  Our  summer 
pastor,  Bro.  Jacob  F.  Replogle,  and  his  wife  began  their  duties 
at  Union  Bridge  on  June  1. — Helen  P.  McDaniel,  Union  Bridge, 
Md.,  June  4. 

Nebraska 

South  Beatrice. — We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  work  on  the 
church  and  parsonage  has  been  completed  by  the  men  of  the 
church.  They  have  also  cut  wood  for  the  needy  families  of  the 
community.  The  ladies'  aid  sponsored  the  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  held  April  11.  The  theme  of  Lavender  and  Old  Lace 
was  carried  throughout  the  program  and  decorations.  Our 
Easter  sunrise  service  was  very  effective  and  well  attended;  this 
was  followed  by  a  fellowship  breakfast  in  the  church  dining 
room.  The  Messiah,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Pauline  Dell, 
was  presented  in  the  afternoon  by  the  young  people  of  our 
church  and  the  Mennonite  church  of  Beatrice.  Our  pastor  and 
wife  were  well  remembered  with  an  Easter-egg  shower.  Two 
weeks  following  Easter,  Pastor  Paul  Brandt  was  in  a  meeting  at 
the  Eden  Valley  church,  St.  John,  Kans.  Our  pulpit  was  filled 
by  local  ministers,  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  programs  were  given.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  co-operated  with  the  Messenger  agent  in  putting  the 
Messenger  into  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  Brethren  homes. 
They  have  also  bought  new  songbooks  for  their  department.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  project  to  raise  money  for  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps  is  progressing  nicely.  An  acre  of  ground  has  been 
prepared  and  about  80,000  onion  plants  set  out.  Much  work  re- 
mains to  be  done  on  this  project,  but  the  young  people  are  de- 
termined to  carry  it  through.  Our  communion  service  was  held 
May  4  with  our  pastor  officiating.  We  had  a  good  attendance  at 
this  meeting. — Helen  C.  Dell,  Filley,  Nebr.,  June   11. 


NEW   IMPROVED   REGISTER   BOARD 


Attendances-  offering 


ATTENDANCE 
^IQ-OAY 

"ATTEN'bAicT 
LAST  SUNDAY 

6rtEhltt 


TJLDAY 


LAST  SUNDAY 


This  is  a  very  at- 
tractive board  and 
offered  at  such  a  low 
price  that  it  is  within 
the  reach  of  every 
Sunday    school. 

Made  of  solid  alu- 
minum with  bronze 
background  and 
raised  title  letters. 
A  complete  board 
consists  of  an  orna- 
mental top  and  bot- 
tom; five  separate 
panels,  each  one  se- 
curely screwed  to 
another  (extra  pan- 
els may  be  attached 
if  needed);  six  sets 
of  buff-colored  card- 
board numerals  from  0  to  9;  and  eleven  slides  with  black 
lettering  as  follows: 

Attendance  a  Year  Ago  Today 
Average   Attendance  Last  Year 
Average   Offering  Last  Year 
Offering  a  Year  Ago  Today 
Attendance  Last  Sunday 


BE 


Number    on    the    Roll 
Attendance  Today 
Offering  Last  Sunday 
Offering    Today 
Record   Offering 


Record  Attendance 

Size,  181/2x23%  inches.  Complete,  $4.00.  postpaid.  Extra 
panels,  50c  each.  Additional  numbers,  0  to  9,  8c  per  set. 
Set  of  eleven  slides  and  6  sets  of  numbers,  60c. 


OAK   REGISTER   BOARD 

Made  in  either  light  or  dark  oak,  31x20  inch- 
es, and  %-inch  thick.  Will  not  warp.  It  keeps 
constantly  before  the  school  both  the  attend- 
ance and  offering.  Should  be  in  every  school. 
Has  the  following  fourteen  heavy  black  card- 
board slides  with  white  lettering: 

Register     of     Attendance     and 

Offering 
Attendance  Last  Sunday 
Attendance   Today 
Offering  Last  Sunday 
Offering   Today 
Number  on  the  Roll 
Attendance  a  Year  Ago  Today 
Hymn 

Record  Attendance 
Average  Attendance  Last  Year 
Average  Offering  Last  Year 
Psalm 

Record  Offering 
Offering  a  Year  Ago  Today 

Furnished  complete  with  the  fourteen  slides  and  six  sets  of 
numerals  from  0  to  9,  $6.50,  delivery  extra.  Additional  num- 
bers 0  to  9,  10c  per  set.  Set  of  fourteen  slides  with  words 
and   six   sets   of   numbers,    75c. 


REGISTERS' 

j  ATTENDANCE  &  OFFERING 

ATTEHDAHCE  ?  O  O  1 
LASTMJiflAY,-  OGl 
ATTENDANCE       ACQ 

MfiY^  ■■:"  TOD 

OFFERING    C*7Q  1 
LAST  SUNDAY  O  I  %)  1 


OFFERING"*" 

.Tp-OJff-,-  ;■ 
NUMBER 


516 


We  can  supply  other  types  of  Boards.     If  interested  write 
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ADVERTISE  your  SERVICES 

With  a  Rev.  Kyle  Bulletin  Board 

Have  you  ever  wondered  about  the  name  of  a  church,  or  schedules  of  serv- 
ices as  you  drove  along  the  highway?  Or  have  you  ever  tried  to  locate  a  par- 
ticular church  house  when  you  were  to  attend  an  important  meeting? 

Perhaps  others  have  wondered  about  your  church  as  you  have  won- 
dered about  those  along  the  highway. 

Then  consider  a  bulletin  board  for  your  church.  Announcements  of  new 
topics  for  each  Sunday,  special  meetings  and  services,  and  all  important 
messages  reach  many  more  people  when  you  have  an  attractive  bulletin  board 
outside  the  church  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  passerby. 


The  Rev.  Kyle  Bulletin  Board  may  be  purchased  in  two  styles: 


STYLE  No.  1.  Bulletin  board  complete  in  natural  oak  finish,  treated 
with  three  coats  of  waterproof  spar  varnish,  size  over  all  72x44  inches 
and  6  inches  deep,  wired  inside  ready  for  use.  Church's  and  pastor's 
names  and  message  set  in  changeable  letters  are  all  illuminated  by 
two  50-candle-power  electric  lamps.  No  extra  charge  for  painting  in 
name  of  church  in  panel.  This  board  can  be  had  with  white  litho- 
graphed steel  sign  section  with  black  letters  or  black  lithographed 
steel  sign  section  with  white  letters.  Complete  with  330  three-inch  let- 
ters and  numerals  and  450  two-inch  letters  and  numerals,  $59.00. 

(Delivery  extra  from  factory  in  Iowa) 


ST      BAPTIST  CHURCH 


THE  "REV.  KYLE" 
•  CHURCH  BULLETIN 

I    W  ELECTRICALLY 
ILLUMWATED  STEEL 
BULLETIN  BOARD 
HIRED  INSIDE 
READ*   FOR  USE 

LITHDGBftPHEO 
LETTERS  ARE  • 
I  INTERCHANGEABLE 


STYLE  No.  2.    For  those  who  wish  to  build  their  own  cabinet  we  offer  this 

INTERCHANGEABLE  STEEL  SIGN  SECTION 

Size,  36  x  50  inches 
The  Interchangeable  Steel  Sign  section  used  in  connection  with  the  Rev.  Kyle  Model  Cabinet 
can  be  purchased  separately  for  $20.00.  This  includes  330  three-inch  and  450  two-inch  steel  let- 
ters and  numerals  packed  in  a  wood  compartment  box,  and  a  blue-print  showing  the  construction 
of  the  cabinet  for  the  Rev.  Kyle  model.  This  section  can  be  had  with  black  background  and  white 
letters,  or,  white  background  with  black  letters.    When  ordering  please  indicate  which  is  desired. 

Complete  with  letters  and  blue-print  showing  how  to  construct  the  cabinet,$20.00. 

(Delivery  extra  from  factory  in  Iowa) 
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Editorial — 

Around  the  World  (E.   B.)    

When  Thinking  of  Yourself  (E.  F.)    . 

The  Most  Powerful  Thing  (E.  F.) 

A  Sermon  for  the  Times  (E.  F.)   .... 
Smother  Crops  for  the  Heart  (H.  A.  B 
Our  Nurses  and  Their  Disaster  at  Sea  (C 
Kingdom   Gleanings    
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The  General  Forum — 

Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church. 

By  J.   Carson  Miller    5 

Heaven's  Breath  (Verse).     By  Cleo  Marie  Konow  5 

The  Answer.     By  I.  S.  Long   6 

The  Church  and  the  Community. 

By  Lester  E.  Fike    7 

Sign-Board  Sermons.     By  Forest  S.  Eisenbise  ...   8 

My  Task  (Verse).     By  Helen  L.  Royer   9 

What  Would  Jesus  Do  If  He  Were  to  Come  Sud- 
denly to  the  United  States?  By  W.  I.  T. 
Hoover    9 


Inner  Resources.     By  Merlin  C.  Shull 10 

This  Do.     By  Rebecca  Foutz   11 

Living  in  B.  C.  or  A.  D.?     By  Walter  S.  Coffman  11 

Home  and  Family — 

Immigrant  From  Poland.     By  Edith  Kern 12 

The  Derelict  (Verse).  By  William  J.  Snelling  . . .  1 2 
"I  Want  to  Drink  That  Water!" 

By   Grace    Hileman   Miller    13 

Comparative  Values.     By  George  W.  Tuttle   ...13 

Our  Mission  Work — 

Where  Are  They  Now?     By  Faye  Moyer  14 

In  the  Night  Watches.  By  Hazel  Messer,  R.  N.. .  15 
Peace  News.  Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull  ....  15 
What  to  Pray   For    15 

The  Church  at  Work- 
Building  With  Christ;  A  New  World;  We  Would 
Be  Building;   Psalm  for  All  Builders;   Wisdom's 
Way  in  Self-Control   18,   19 


gulif  12,  iqifl 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  12,  1941 


A 

UH8 

NE? 


By  July  1  it  is  expected  that  1,500 
Protestant  ministers  will  have  been 
endorsed  or  commissioned  as  chap- 
lains in  the  United  States  army  and 
navy. 

For  the  fifth  time  in  as  many 
months,  Governor  Murray  D.  Van 
Wagoner  turned  to  the  ranks  of  the 
clergy  for  assistance  in  settling  labor 
disputes. 

A  trailer  bookshop  presents  to 
subscribers  a  selection  of  500  books 
at  their  doorsteps  once  a  week  in 
East  Aurora  and  three  near-by  com- 
munities in  New  York  State. 

"Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  think- 
ing people  of  Japan  love  America 
and  its  people,"  says  Toyohiko  Ka- 
gawa.  "We  cannot  understand, 
therefore,  why  you  should  hate  us 
or  why  your  leaders  should  urge  the 
bombing  of  Tokyo." 

Youth  councils  in  all  communities 
of  New  York  State  to  unite  moral, 
ethical  and  spiritual  resources  with 
the  religious  instruction  program  in 
the  schools  were  urged  by  Dr.  Ar- 
thur G.  German  of  the  state  depart- 
ment of  education  at  a  conference  of 
150  religious  educators. 

In  Boston,  school  children  would 
be  excused  from  classes  for  one  hour 
per  week  at  the  request  of  their  par- 
ents or  guardians  to  attend  classes  in 
religious  education  under  a  bill  re- 
ported favorably  by  the  legislative 
committee  on  education.  One  of 
three  similar  bills,  the  measure  is 
supported  by  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  church  leaders. 


Asserting  that  laymen  with  a 
knowledge  of  economic  problems 
must  take  the  leadership  in  estab- 
lishing an  enduring  world  peace, 
Dr.  Toyohiko  Kagawa  told  a  group 
of  churchmen  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
that  "we  must  have  an  economic 
as  well  as  political  league  of  na- 
tions in  the  future."  He  said  that 
postwar  reconstruction  must  be 
handled  in  the  full  consciousness 
of  Christian  principles,  with  uni- 
versal solidarity  as  the  basis  of 
all  negotiations,  along  with  a  spir- 
it of  redemptive  love.  He  said 
that  laymen  have  taken  an  ac- 
tive part  in  every  great  revival  of 
the  Christian  spirit  during  times  of 
crisis. 

In  a  truck  and  two  station  wagons, 
twenty-seven  college  students  have 
gone  to  Mexico  for  relief  and  recon- 
struction work  in  the  earthquake 
area.  All  the  volunteers  are  reli- 
gious pacifists.  Those  of  draft  age 
have  been  released  by  their  local 
draft  boards. 

To  find  out  what  the  totalitarian 
"new  order"  means  in  actual  prac- 
tice, the  Rockefeller  Foundation  has 
granted  $40,000  to  finance  a  two- 
year  research  project  into  the  status 
of  labor,  working  conditions  and  so- 
cial and  economic  controls  in  Nazi 
Germany  and  Soviet  Russia.  The 
research  workers  will  be  men  and 
women  who  have  had  firsthand 
contact  with  the  countries  con- 
cerned. 


It  is  estimated  that  over  forty  per 
cent  of  American  teachers  are  car- 
rying professional  loads  that  are  too 
heavy  to  permit  the  highest  effi- 
ciency. 

The  United  States  mobilized  about 
350,000  men  for  the  American 
Revolutionary  War;  2,129,00  for  the 
Union  forces  in  the  Civil  War;  and 
4,791,000  for  the  World  War. 

A  clergyman.  Dr.  William  L. 
Tucker,  has  been  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Charles  Edison  as  one  of  five 
members  of  a  New  Jersey  media- 
tion board  with  power  to  offer  serv- 
ice in  labor  disputes. 

Expressing  the  conviction  that  "all 
programs  of  religious  broadcasting 
stand  today  in  serious  peril"  if  the 
recent  monopoly  report  of  the  Fed- 
eral Communications  Commission  is 
put  into  effect,  a  group  of  sixty  Pro- 
testant clergymen  have  written  a 
letter  to  President  Roosevelt  urging 
him  to  make  a  full  investigation  of 
this  entire  question. 

To  all  faiths  in  the  territories  re- 
cently occupied  by  the  Soviet  Union, 
restrictions  against  religious  worship 
have  been  applied  indiscriminately. 
Bibles  and  hymnbooks  can  no  longer 
be  printed  or  imported.  Priests  and 
ministers  are  being  arrested,  impris- 
oned and  banished.  "The  whole 
Soviet  legal  system  has  been  devised 
with  the  aim  of  eradicating  the  idea 
of  God  from  the  human  mind,"  says 
Prof.  Isovsky,  associated  with  the 
Library  of  Congress  and  Georgetown 
University. 
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When  Thinking  of  Yourself 

We  have  heard  it  said  and  you  have  too,  no 
doubt,  that  a  considerable  degree  of  self-admira- 
tion is  an  essential  qualification  for  successful 
leadership.  Certainly  history  is  not  without  its 
dominating  personalities  who  had  this  character- 
istic in  generous  measure.  Conspicuous  examples 
in  high  places  could  be  found  at  this  very  moment 
and  not  all  of  them  on  the  farther  side  of  the  At- 
lantic Ocean. 

But  what  is  successful  or  efficient  leadership? 
That  which  is  aggressive  and  powerful  enough  to 
command  control?  That  which  gets  a  following? 
If  good  leadership  must  be  wise  as  well  as  domi- 
nant, then  we  can  understand  why  one  of  the 
greatest  leaders  of  all  time  urged  "every  man," 
would-be  leader  and  all,  not  to  think  of  himself 
more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think.  How  much 
that  is,  he  explained  by  the  fine  word  "  soberly" 
(Rom.  12:3). 

Good  leaders  take  their  followers  not  merely 
somewhere  but  toward  the  right  place.  That  is 
why  the  self-confidence  they  need  must  be  well 
tempered  with  humility.  The  product  resulting 
from  that  combination  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  personal  vanity.  e.  f. 

The  Most  Powerful  Thing 

No  finer  statement  of  what  it  will  take  to  get 
the  will  of  God  done  in  the  earth  can  ever  be  made 
than  was  made  by  the  great  apostle  who  said  it 
is  "faith  working  through  love."  That  cannot  be 
surpassed  for  conciseness  or  comprehensiveness. 
Only  four  simple  words  and  yet  it  is  all  there. 

The  argument  had  waxed  warm  about  things 
that  did  not  matter.  The  vital  question  then  was, 
just  as  it  is  now:  What  really  makes  effective  the 
grace  of  God  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ?  How  the 
present  plight  of  a  helpless  world  burns  in  the 
answer,  "faith  working  through  love." 

The  problem  is  to  enkindle  enough  faith  to  try 


it.  The  very  desperateness  of  the  situation  should 
drive  men  to  it.  The  hopeless  madness  of  meeting 
the  greatest  aggregation  of  physical  might  the 
world  has  seen  with  yet  more  of  that  same  kind 
will  finally  drive  men  to  the  way  of  faith  and  love. 
The  compulsion  of  the  failure  of  the  other  way  will 
leave  no  alternative.  Oh,  that  they  would  do  it 
now!  Can  nothing  halt  them  until  they  have  paid 
the  full  measure  of  the  awful  cost? 

Then  the  church  must  meanwhile  keep  faith 
with  her  Lord  by  keeping  her  faith  in  the  pre- 
vailing power  of  faith  working  through  love.  She 
must  keep  faith  in  the  capacity  of  men  to  respond 
to  faith  and  love.  She  must  keep  faith  that  the 
spiritual  dynamic  of  faith  working  through  love 
is  mightier  through  God  than  the  mightiest  ma- 
chines which  the  imaginations  of  evil  men  can 
build. 

The  church  lays  claim  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
How  much?  Enough  to  follow  in  his  steps? 
Enough  to  keep  faith  with  him  and  wait?       E.  f. 

A  Sermon  for  the  Times 

The  church  still  faces  the  same  world.  That 
was  the  way  the  preacher  stated  his  subject.  He 
first  paid  his  respects,  such  as  they  were,  to  the 
current  constant  emphasis  on  the  critical  nature 
of  our  times,  the  great  changes  in  living  condi- 
tions since  Jesus  met  with  his  disciples  on  that 
mountain  in  Galilee,  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity for  the  church  to  adapt  her  message  to  the 
world  as  it  is  now. 

He  gave  full  recognition,  it  seemed  to  us,  to  the 
truth  in  this  contention,  but  devoted  his  main 
strength  to  the  thesis  that  the  likeness  between 
our  world  and  that  of  Jesus'  day  is  far  more  sig- 
nificant than  the  difference,  and  that  the  business 
of  the  church  today  is  essentially  the  same  as  it 
has  always  been.  Her  Lord's  charge  was  and  is  to 
bring  all  men  under  the  tutelage  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  into  a  complete  practice  of  his  way  of  life. 
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The  sermon  noted  that  the  world  in  which  that 
charge  was  given  was  groaning  under  the  heel  of 
a  tyrannical  conqueror.  God's  own  people  longed 
for  deliverance  and  wondered  when  he  would  re- 
store the  kingdom  to  them.  Jesus  told  them  God 
himself  was  taking  care  of  that  point  and  that 
their  only  concern  should  be  to  convince  men  that 
he  could  be  trusted. 

The  story  of  the  widow,  who  pressed  for  a  too 
long  delayed  judgment  against  her  persecutor, 
was  a  parable  of  God's  moral  government  of  the 
world.  He  would  surely  see  that  his  elect  got 
justice.  There  was  good  reason  for  his  seeming 
disregard  of  their  piteous  condition.  Their  real 
problem  was  to  maintain  faith  in  his  way  as  the 
only  possible  way  to  right  the  great  wrongs  which 
man  has  brought  upon  his  world. 

Thus  the  preacher  drove  home  his  contention 
that  the  task  which  Jesus  laid  upon  his  church  at 
the  beginning  is  the  task  which  confronts  that 
church  today.  The  evils  rampant  in  the  twentieth 
century  are  the  evils  of  the  first  century,  their 
devilishness  more  devastating  by  reason  of  their 
vastly  improved  machinery.  The  remedy  for 
them  now  is  the  remedy  offered  then,  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  win  more  people  to  a  real  acceptance  of  that 
gospel,  with  all  its  implications  for  all  of  life — that 
is  still  the  great  first  work  of  the  church. 

We  would  not  say  too  much  about  the  effective- 
ness of  the  preacher's  presentation,  but  we  went 
away  with  a  deeply  driven  in  conviction  that  his 
point  was  exceedingly  well  taken.  e.  f. 

Smother  Crops  for  the  Heart 

Twelve  acres  of  Canada  thistles  should  give  any 
good  farmer  food  for  thought.  Thinking  over  his 
problem,  one  farm  manager  has  decided  to  mow 
his  twelve  acres  of  infested  ground  just  when  the 
thistles  are  in  bud,  then  seed  the  land  to  soy  beans 
in  the  hope  of  smothering  the  thistles.  We  wish 
the  farmer  luck,  and  believe  that  when  fall  comes 
he  will  have  some  gains  for  his  pains. 

The  writer  knows  of  one  person  with  several 
acres  of  thistles  in  his  heart.  And  since  reading 
about  the  smothering-out  process,  has  been  won- 
dering if  the  same  principle  might  not  be  applied 
toward  the  solution  of  his  personal  problem.  Why 
not  smother  out  the  thistles  in  the  heart  with  a 
heavy  sowing  of  good  intentions  and  better  deeds? 

H.  A.  B. 

Our  Nurses  and  Their  Disaster  at  Sea 

Some  readers  will  appreciate  details  of  the  experience 
of  our  missionaries,  Mary  Alice  Engel,  Ruth  E.  Utz  and 


Sylvia  M.  Oiness,  who  were  aboard  the  Egyptian  ship 
Zamzam,  when  it  was  sunk  by  a  German  raider  April 
17.  There  were  150  other  missionaries  aboard,  besides 
ambulance  drivers  and  other  passengers.  It  is  remark- 
able that  in  such  a  disaster  not  a  life  should  be  lost  out 
of  a  group  of  nearly  300,  including  thirty-seven  children. 
The  missionaries  feel  that  the  overshadowing  care  of 
God  alone  is  responsible  for  their  safety. 

Shells  from  the  raider  struck  the  Zamzam  at  5:30  A. 
M.  Passengers  were  directed  to  life  belts  and  then  to 
lifeboats,  many  going  in  their  night  clothes  and  such 
garments  as  were  near  at  hand.  Some  saved  baggage, 
others  nothing  except  what  they  had  on.  Lifeboats  had 
been  partly  shelled  and  some  were  defective,  which 
caused  some  to  get  into  the  sea,  including  mothers  with 
children;  but  a  calm  sea  and  life  belts  enabled  all  to  be 
saved. 

The  experience  with  lifeboats  lasted  twenty  minutes 
or  more.  They  were  then  taken  aboard  the  German 
raider.  They  were  on  the  raider  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  second  day.  At  2:30  o'clock  of  the  first  day  they 
saw  their  Zamzam  go  down  with  much  of  their  bag- 
gage. Their  experience  on  the  raider  was  one  of 
crowded  and  unsanitary  conditions  difficult  to  describe 
and  more  so  to  endure.  The  transfer  to  the  German 
supply  ship  on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  found 
conditions  slightly  better,  though  they  were  much 
crowded  and  had  a  limited  supply  of  poor  food.  They 
feel,  however,  that  they  were  never  ill  treated  and  that 
the  best  was  done  under  the  circumstances.  Three  hun- 
dred extra  passengers  for  five  weeks  in  mid-Atlantic 
will  explain  why  the  soup  was  thin  and  the  bread  sour. 

All  were  carefully  guarded  aboard  ship.  After  five 
weeks  they  reached  German-occupied  France.  Com- 
munication with  the  people  was  prohibited.  Identifica- 
tion of  citizenship  was  a  matter  of  first  importance. 
Here  was  shown  the  difference  between  belligerent  na- 
tions and  those  not.  American  citizens  were  served  by 
the  U.  S.  consuls  with  money  and  help  in  other  needs. 
American  citizens  were  permitted  to  proceed  to  Lisbon. 
Portugal,  a  free  port;  while  Canadian,  British  and  other 
nationals  were  taken  to  concentration  camps,  including 
thirteen  Protestant  missionaries,  more  Catholics  and  a 
number  of  other  passengers.  A  group  that  prayed  in 
Christian  fellowship  was  severed  by  national  lines. 

At  Lisbon  American  citizens  were  cared  for  again  by 
the  U.  S.  consul  in  a  hotel  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  On 
the  way  down,  as  soon  as  they  were  out  of  German-con- 
trolled areas,  they  were  served  a  delicious  meal  at  a 
railroad  station  through  the  kindness  of  the  U.  S.  consul 
and  the  Red  Cross.  This  was  an  oasis  in  the  desert  after 
the  experience  of  military  control  and  all  that  it  means. 
They  were  detained  at  Lisbon  only  until  boats  could  be 
secured  to  return  to  New  York. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  have  them  continue  to 
Africa;  but  our  State  Department  would  not  validate 
passports  on  account  of  combat  areas  through  which 
they  had  to  pass.  They  were  yet  anxious  to  proceed  to 
Africa,  knowing  the  mission  is  almost  frantic  in  the  need 
of  help,  especially  in  medical  lines.  The  nurses  are 
radiant  in  their  report  of  divine  care  and  guidance.  Like 
Paul,  evidences  were  given,  they  feel,  that  all  was  well 
and  they  would  be  cared  for.  Besides,  they  say,  "Oth- 
ers risk  their  lives  in  brutality  and  death,  and  we  want 
to  be  no  less  courageous  to  lead  men  to  the  life  abun- 
dant in  Christ,  who  await  the  news  of  God's  redeeming 
love  in  his  name."  C.  D.  B. 
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BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 
4.    First  Sermons  and  Illustrations 


My  first  sermon  was  preached  in  my  home 
church  only  a  few  days  after  my  installation.  It 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  me  to  go  away 
from  home  for  my  first  effort.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, always  have  our  choice  in  such  matters.  I 
decided  that  since  the  church  had  called  me,  I 
would  go  ahead  in  obedience  to  the  church,  and 
not  disappoint  those  who  had  placed  sufficient 
confidence  in  me  to  elect  me  to  the  position.  The 
most  of  my  preaching,  for  several  years,  was  at 
Bridgewater  and  vicinity,  where  I  was  teaching. 
It  was  somewhat  trying  for  me  to  begin  here,  but, 
as  time  went  on,  I  received  many  helpful  sugges- 
tions, in  much  kindness.  One  old  minister,  for  in- 
stance, who  listened  to  one  of  my  first  efforts, 
complimented  my  sermon,  but  suggested  that  I 
throw  a  little  more  "fire"  into  my  preaching.  I 
no  doubt  needed  the  suggestion  at  that  time.  I 
soon  discovered  also  that  it  is  best  not  to  make 
sermons  too  lengthy.  One  old  pioneer  preacher 
suggested  that  the  minister  take  a  text,  preach 
from  it,  and  stop  when  he  was  through.  Another 
old  minister  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  was  ac- 
customed to  take  so  much  time  that  his  congrega- 
tion was  almost  completely  worn  out.  In  discuss- 
ing John  14:  6  he  took  nearly  two  hours,  as  he  at- 


Heaven's  Breath 

BY  CLEO   MARIE  KONOW 

The  earth  is  full  of  beauty.    The  hand  of  God 

Touches  the  soul  of  things  and  gives  them  life. 

To  each  blade  of  grass,  to  each  plant  and  tree 

He  gives  the  spark  that  builds  humanity. 

He  blesses  the  sky  with  calm,  unfailing  light  of  stars, 

He  lights  the  night  with  radiance  of  the  moon; 

By  day  he  gives  the  glory  of  the  sun — a  golden 

thought. 
What  is  this  beauty  such  as  God  has  wrought? 

He  makes  the  seasons,  each  one  with  her  charm, 
Spring's  budding  verdure,  Summer's  wealth  of  green, 
Winter  with  her  leafless  boughs  and  storm, 
Autumn  with  her  bronze  and  yellow  sheen. 
To  man  he  gives  a  mind  and  soul,  richest  bequest, 
And  talents  needed  in  this  universe. 
He  lends  his  voice,  inspiring  man  to  do  his  best. 
To  work  God's  will,  and  heaven  reimburse. 
Man  owns  no  coin  to  pay  for  gifts  like  these, 
But  can  repay  by  returning  his  pure  soul  at  death, 
By  hearkening  to  that  inner  voice  called  life; 
For  life  is  inspiration,   and  inspiration  is  heaven's 
breath. 

Chillicothe,  Mo. 


tempted  to  speak  of  Christ  quite  fully  from  each 
of  the  three  standpoints  suggested  by  the  text.  In 
looking  over  the  weary  congregation,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  make  three 
sermons  out  of  the  text.  I  tried  to  profit  by  such 
suggestions  and  observations. 

In  "order  to  build  up  for  effective  work,  I  found 
it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  have  books  on  the 
subjects  that  I  desired  to  discuss.  So,  I  constant- 
ly kept  on  the  lookout  for  what  I  needed  in  the 
book  line.  The  money  that  I  spent  for  books 
would  have  paid  for  a  college  or  seminary  course, 
but  I  question  whether  it  has  not  been  better  for 
me  to  have  my  teachers  always  with  me  where  I 
can  consult  them  whenever  I  desire.  I  remember 
a  favorite  expression  of  our  dear  Bro.  McCann, 
who,  when  he  was  about  to  make  a  quotation  from 
Paul's  writings,  would  say:  'What  do  you  say 
about  this,  Paul?"  So,  I  have  practically  to  say  to 
one  of  my  authors  that  I  wish  to  consult:  'What 
do  you  say  about  this?"  and  he  gives  me  the  an- 
swer. 

At  first,  I  had  the  idea  that  a  sermon  should  not 
be  used  more  than  once,  especially  at  the  same 
place.  I  soon  grew  out  of  this,  however,  and  fell 
in  with  the  idea  of  the  Bible  scholar  who  said  that 
if  a  sermon  was  not  worth  preaching  to  the  same 
congregation  every  five  years,  it  was  not  worth 
preaching  in  the  first  place.  I  recall  a  statement 
of  one  of  our  Brethren  who  preached  the  same 
sermon  at  two  points  several  miles  apart,  the  time 
between  them  being  about  a  month.  He  told  of  a 
lady  who  was  present  both  times.  She  compli- 
mented the  second  delivery  of  the  sermon  very 
highly,  and  declared  she  had  never  heard  a  ser- 
mon on  that  subject  before,  although  she  had 
heard  it  just  four  weeks  previous  to  this.  There 
must  have  been  some  fault  in  the  brother's  de- 
livery, or  in  the  woman's  reception  of  the  mes- 
sage. 

In  studying  the  life  of  Jesus,  it  soon  became  evi- 
dent to  me  that  he  used  some  of  the  most  com- 
mon and  familiar  things  to  illustrate  his  teach- 
ings. This  led  me  to  use  incidents  and  facts  that 
came  to  my  notice  in  everyday  life  to  illustrate 
my  sermons.  An  anecdote  or  story  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  hold  the  attention  of  the  audience. 
For  instance,  to  illustrate  First  Corinthians  3:  11, 
I  have  used  the  following:  our  old  Flat  Rock 
church  was  built  on  a  solid  rock  that  crops  out 
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again  and  again,  up  and  down  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  of  Virginia.  When  the  new  church  was 
built,  some  of  the  Brethren  advocated  a  change  of 
location  to  a  point  where  it  would  be  necessary  to 
dig  down  in  the  ground  before  starting  the  wall, 
supposing  this  would  give  a  better  foundation.  I 
well  remember  the  remark  of  the  man  who  had 
the  construction  of  the  wall  in  charge:  "Breth- 
ren, I  don't  care  how  deep  you  dig  down  in  the 
ground,  you'll  never  have  a  better  foundation  than 
you  have  right  here  on  this  solid  rock."  So,  in  re- 
ligious matters,  people  often  try  to  lay  a  founda- 
tion when  the  foundation,  Jesus  Christ,  is  already 
laid.  God  had  laid  a  foundation  here  for  the  Flat 
Rock  church  that  could  not  be  improved.  The 
wall  in  the  old  church  had  given  away  to  some 
extent,  but  it  was  because  of  inferior  material 
used  in  its  construction,  and  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  foundation.  A  brother  who  was  lecturing 
through  this  part  of  Virginia  a  few  years  ago  took 
advantage  of  our  location  for  an  illustration  in  his 
introduction.  He  said  that  he  had  been  in  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  churches  since  reaching  Vir- 
ginia, but  our  church  had  the  best  foundation  of 
them  all. 

To  show  that  godliness  is  profitable  in  business, 
and  that  honesty  and  fair  dealing  will  wear  longer 
than  dishonesty  and  careless  business  habits,  I 
have  used  my  experience  in  the  city  of  Lincoln, 
Nebr.,  as  an  illustration.  While  working  in  Lin- 
coln I  became  fairly  well  acquainted  with  most  of 
the  business  houses  in  the  city,  as  it  was  part  of 
my  duty,  from  day  to  day,  to  deliver  bills  and 
make  collections  for  my  firm.  In  1889  I  left  the 
city  and  came  to  Virginia.  Twenty-four  years 
later  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  city.  As  a  matter  of  ex- 
periment and  satisfaction,  I  followed  the  various 
streets,  and  noticed  the  signs  of  business  houses,  to 
see  how  many  of  the  old  familiar  signs  were  still 
there.  The  result  of  my  investigation  proved  that 
many  of  the  old  signs  were  down,  with  new  firms 
occupying  familiar  buildings.  I  noticed,  however, 
that  most  of  the  men  who  had  a  reputation  for 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  were  still  in  business. 
Either  the  same  men  were  there,  or  their  sons 
were  carrying  on  the  business.  Those  whose 
reputation  had  been  in  question  twenty-four  years 
before  were  not  in  evidence.  This  proved  to  me 
that  godliness  is  profitable  in  business  (1  Tim.  4: 
8).  But  really,  I  would  not  need  to  go  to  Ne- 
braska for  this  illustration.  Much  nearer  home 
have  I  seen  that  the  men  who  are  diligent  and 
honest  in  business  are  the  ones  that  prosper  (Prov. 
22:  29). 

Sometimes  an  illustration  from  the  life  of  some 
one  with  whom  you  are  familiar  is  interesting  to 


the  audience.  Some  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine 
was  solicited  to  join  a  certain  organization  in  his 
town.  As  the  purpose  and  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion were  somewhat  questionable  he  refused  to 
join.  Later  on,  a  committee  was  sent  to  him  with 
instructions  to  bring  him  to  their  hall  on  a  certain 
night,  as  the  leaders  felt  that  they  must  have  his 
influence.  When  the  committee  reached  the  hall 
they  were  asked  whether  they  had  succeeded  in 
getting  him.  Their  reply,  in  a  nutshell,  was  "No, 
we  could  not  do  anything  with  him;  he  is  too 
chock  full  of  Scripture."  My  friend  took  the  ex- 
ample of  Jesus,  and  answered  with  the  sword  of 
the  spirit.  This  shows  the  importance  of  knowing 
your  Bible.  Many  of  our  young  men  who  were 
forced  into  military  camps  against  their  will  can 
testify  that  their  knowledge  of  the  peace  question, 
and  their  ability  to  quote  Scripture  for  their  posi- 
tion were  a  great  help. 
Moores  Store,  Va. 


The  Answer 

BY  I.   S.   LONG 

A  great  speaker  said,  "Our  country  is  suffering 
the  greatest  moral  sag  that  it  ever  knew,  and 
.  .  .  fear  and  deep  concern  bordering  on  panic 
have  seized  the  modern  world."  These  statements 
may  be  true.  One  discovers  the  roots  of  disease 
only  to  remove  them  and  bring  about  good  health 
again. 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  tells  us  the  cost  of  crime  in  the 
U.  S.  A.  is  about  fifteen  billion  dollars  a  year.  An- 
other says  that  in  the  same  time  we  spend  about 
five  billion  dollars  on  intoxicating  liquors.  A 
third  reports  that  we  smoke  about  twenty-five  bil- 
lion cigarettes  a  year.  We  read  that  gangsters  of 
the  underworld  are  organized  for  crime.  Not  so 
long  ago  a  boy  of  seventeen  years,  a  high  school 
senior,  who  had  dated  a  girl  of  fourteen  years,  beat 
her  to  death  with  a  gunstock,  saying,  "We  had 
trouble  on  the  way."  It  has  become  sporty  to  be 
lax  and  loose.  Nations  now  treat  covenants  as 
mere  scraps  of  paper.  In  Europe  the  life  of  a  man 
is  of  little  more  value,  apparently,  than  that  of  a 
dog.  The  finest  youths  of  the  continent  exist  for 
the  state,  and  are  mere  puppets  of  dictators.  And, 
strange  to  say,  they  submit  to  it. 

A  Chinese  of  importance  was  quoted  as  saying, 
"You  Americans  travel  in  autos  and  trains  twenty 
times  faster  than  you  used  to  go  afoot.  In  aero- 
planes you  may  go  a  hundred  times  faster.  By 
radios  you  get  world  news  the  next  moment,  and 
since  you  have  letters,  not  characters  to  read  by, 
you  learn  many  times  faster  than  we  Chinese,  yet 
are  you  really  better  for  all  these  conveniences?"" 
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That  is  a  real  question  for  us.  There  is  point  to 
the  accusation  that  we  are  selling  our  souls  for 
money. 

I  confess  to  the  youth  of  our  land  that  we  of  the 
older  generation  have  made  a  mess  of  things.  I 
suggest  as  sincerely  that  the  world  of  tomorrow  is 
yours  to  build,  and  it  will  be  the  sort  you  make  it. 
It  will  not  become  good  by  chance.  Times  will 
not  be  better  unless  you  change  the  atmosphere. 

The  peoples  of  Europe  are  paying  in  taxes  much 
more  than  we,  high  as  ours  are.  These  taxes  go  to 
support  a  useless  and  devastating  war — a  war 
whose  causes  might  have  been  removed  in  a  rea- 
sonable way  by  men  sitting  around  a  table  in  some 
quiet  place. 

The  youths  of  these  lands  are  offering  their  bod- 
ies as  living  sacrifices  to  the  god  of  war,  and  not 
to  the  God  of  high  heaven.  Lying  propaganda  is 
whipping  them  into  a  feeling  of  hatred  for  men 
who  really  are  not  their  enemies.  They  would 
fellowship  again  in  the  lines  at  Christmastide  if 
allowed. 

They  may  not  be  fighting  our  battles,  but  in  the 
light  of  their  dedication  to  the  god  of  Mars,  what 
moral  equivalent  have  we  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren?  What  should  we  do  for  the  persecuted 
refugees  of  other  lands?  Our  forefathers  were 
persecuted  refugees  also,  and  from  Germany. 
How  much  may  we  do  in  the  way  of  neutral  relief 
in  war-torn  lands?  How  much  shall  we  do  in  a 
practical  way  for  the  underprivileged  in  our  cit- 
ies and  country?  Do  you  believe  with  the  writer, 
that  "neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other;  for 
there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given 
among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved"?  And 
therefore  the  church  has  the  answer  to  the  world's 
one  dynamic  need!  Do  we  believe  it  and  yet  give 
but  $235,000  a  year  to  win  the  world  to  Christ?  If 
every  member  gave  a  cent  a  day,  only  that  much, 
our  church  would  have  not  $235,000  but  $616,850  a 
year  to  spend  on  world-wide  missions.  Let  us  cry 
to  God  for  mercy,  brethren,  not  for  judgment! 
How  our  dear  Lord  would  bless  us  all  if  we  rose 
up  and  gave  a  penny  a  day  to  him  to  use  in  blessing 
the  world  with  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  and  his 
love! 

I  am  sure  boys  and  girls  will  respond  with  their 
lives.  What  they  want  is  a  chance  to  live  for 
Jesus,  or  even  to  die  for  him. 

Well,  what  sort  of  world  do  you  young  people 
want?  One  said  to  me  recently,  "It's  no  use.  The 
country  is  going  to  the  sticks."  That  attitude 
spells  sheer  unbelief.  Our  Master  says,  "The  gates 
of  hades  shall  not  prevail  against  it" — the  church. 
Truth   will   triumph   eventually,   certainly.     The 


world  will  open  her  eyes  to  light,  eventually.  The 
triumph  of  right  and  truth  will  take  place  just 
so  soon  as  our  young  people  take  Jesus  Christ 
seriously  and  get  in  step  with  him. 

It  is  foolish  to  continue  wrecking  autos  and  lives 
with  liquor  when  we  ought  to  be  living  lives  of 
self-control.  It  is  foolish  for  girls  "to  drink  and 
smoke  and  swear  like  men,"  and  so  incline  men  no 
longer  to  rise  up  and  give  ladies  a  chance  to  sit 
down — seeirfg  "they  are  just  like  us  men  now." 
Youths  may  play  cards  and  bingo  and  drink  high- 
balls and  think  they  are  having  a  jolly  good  time 
while  the  world  is  hastening  to  its  doom.  Those 
in  business  may  continue  in  an  atmosphere  of 
doubt  and  distrust,  seeking  to  do  the  other  fellow, 
rather  than  trust  men  and  always  endeavor  to 
give  them  value  received — and  above  all  trust  Al- 
mighty God  for  better  days. 

Young  friends,  your  lives  and  your  world  will 
be  the  sort  you  make  them.  If  things  go  from  bad 
to  worse,  if  evil  ever  comes  in  like  a  flood,  it  will 
all  happen  in  spite  of  everything  some  of  your 
parents  can  do  to  prevent  it  and  to  stem  the  tide — 
so  help  us,  Lord.  Instead,  hear  the  old  soldier 
and  act  accordingly.  "Fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  whereunto  thou  art 
also  called,"  and  witness  a  good  confession. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


The  Church  and  the  Community 

BY   LESTER   E.   FIKE 

The  church,  besides  being  the  only  institution 
that  can  offer  salvation  from  sin  and  the  hope  of 
eternal  life,  has  a  definite  part  to  play  in  the  life 
of  a  community.  Without  using  the  usual  theo- 
logical terms  to  define  the  church  we  can  right- 
fully say  that  the  church  is  that  institution  which 
builds  character,  improves  society,  increases  prop- 
erty values,  and  makes  life  in  general  a  most 
pleasant  experience.  Every  community  will  be 
made  better  in  proportion  to  the  faithfulness  of 
the  church  to  her  task  and  of  the  community  to 
her  efforts. 

When  Christ  established  the  church  it  was  with 
the  definite  purpose  of  helping  humanity.  No 
selfish  purpose  justifies  the  existence  and  the 
continuation  of  a  church  in  a  community.  The 
church  is  here  to  serve  and  not  to  be  served.  It 
naturally  follows  that  a  church  cannot  serve  ex- 
cept as  the  people  of  the  community  support  it. 
By  support  I  mean  moral  support  which  includes 
time,  talent,  finance  and  prayer.  Too  many  ex- 
pect the  church  to  serve  them,  but  are  unwilling 
to  give  any  assistance  to  the  church. 

In  every  community  there  are  three  classes  of 
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people.  First,  there  is  that  group  of  consecrated, 
self-sacrificing  people  who  spend  much  time  and 
effort  for  the  betterment  of  society  in  every  way 
possible.  They  are  the  pillars  of  the  church  and 
the  backbone  of  society.  At  times  they  face  hard- 
ships and  meet  disappointments  and  rebuffs  for 
the  sake  of  their  cause.  They  are  often  criticized 
and  rebuked,  but  they  keep  working  on  at  the 
task  of  making  a  better  community  and  a  better 
world.  The  Scriptures  say  of  them,  "Ye  are  seen 
as  lights  in  the  world"  (Phil.  2:15).  If  it  were 
not  for  these  upright  and  faithful  citizens  the  com- 
munity would  be  in  darkness,  moral  standards 
would  become  lower,  property  would  be  less  safe 
and  therefore  lower  in  value,  and  civilization 
would  be  on  a  more  decided  decline.  These  citi- 
zens are  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the  light  of  the 
world. 

The  second  group  I  would  name  are  those  peo- 
ple who  seem  to  see  no  good  whatever  in  the 
church.  Being  selfish  beings  themselves,  they 
cannot  conceive  of  the  church  group  as  being  un- 
selfish. They  look  at  everything  and  everybody 
through  selfish  eyes;  they  measure  all  others  with 
their  own  standards  of  measurement.  To  them 
the  Christian  worker,  who  seeks  to  improve  stand- 
ards and  work  reforms  in  a  community,  is  out  of 
his  place.  They  would  much  prefer  that  intem- 
perance, vice  and  greed  be  left  unchallenged  lest 
their  own  desires  be  interfered  with.  These  peo- 
ple are  like  the  fox  in  the  story  who  criticized  the 
hounds  for  interfering  with  his  business  of  chick- 
en stealing.  These  people,  as  a  rule,  do  not  attend 
church  nor  read  Christian  literature  that  they 
might  learn  the  truth  about  the  church.  They  are 
content  to  remain  in  spiritual  ignorance  while 
they  criticise  and  condemn  those  who  are  work- 
ing unselfishly  for  the  good  of  the  community. 

In  between  these  two  groups,  that  are  so  oppo- 
site in  their  nature  and  understanding  of  the  real 
needs  of  the  community,  is  a  third  group.  Some 
of  these  may  be  members  of  the  church  and  some 
not.  Some  of  them  attend  church  while  many  do 
not.  They,  in  a  measure,  realize  the  value  and 
mission  of  the  church,  but  are  not  much  con- 
cerned about  making  much  sacrifice  to  promote  it. 
These,  who  are  not  church  members,  borrow  their 
ideals  and  standards  from  Christianity.  They 
have  a  value  to  society  but  are  most  concerned 
about  the  benefits  which  they,  themselves,  will  re- 
ceive from  Christianity.  This  group  is  too  easily 
led  by  false  propaganda  of  the  decidedly  unchris- 
tian group.  They  could  do  much  to  make  the  com- 
munity and  the  world  better  if  they  would  become 
altruistic   in  their  attitudes  and  take   an  active 


stand  for  the  right,  promoting  Christian  stand- 
ards for  the  good  of  others. 

The  church  in  your  community  must  continue 
to  serve  others  or  lose  its  right  to  exist.  In  coun- 
tries where  the  church  has  failed  the  country  has 
drifted  into  barbarism.  M  you  are  not  a  member 
of  the  church,  then  you  should  recognize  its  value 
to  society.  Do  not  ignorantly  criticize  the  church 
nor  rail  upon  its  leadership.  Unite  with  it  and 
give  it  your  wholehearted  support.  Help  it  save 
your  community  from  all  that  makes  life  unpleas- 
ant. If  you  are  a  member  of  the  church  do  not 
selfishly  content  yourself  with  enjoying  the  bless- 
ings it  brings  you  without  contributing  what  you 
can  to  its  cause.  It  needs  your  influence  and  help 
to  make  your  community  better.  Strive  to  become 
one  of  the  most  substantial  pillars  of  the  church, 
and  when  you  have  achieved  your  goal  you  will 
have  become  one  of  your  community's  most  val- 
uable citizens. 

Astoria,  III. 


Sign-Board  Sermons 

BY  FOREST  S.  EISENBISE 
"Power  in  the  Pinches!" 
This  slogan  first  met  my  eye  in  Elgin,  Illinois, 
last  September.  There,  not  far  from  our  Publish- 
ing House,  in  a  conspicuous  place  near  a  busy  in- 
tersection stood  the  signboard.  The  picture,  I 
thought,  was  not  especially  attractive.  It  pre- 
sented a  young  woman  in  a  bathing  suit,  standing 
in  the  surf,  looking  with  horror  and  fear  upon  an 
enormous  lobster  which  had  seized  her  foot  in  a 
perfectly  viselike  "pinch."  It  was  not  a  beautiful 
sight. 

The  inference,  I  felt,  was  a  bit  far-fetched,  as 
this  particular  bit  of  roadside  decoration  (?)  was 
intended  to  call  attention  to  the  power  packed  in- 
to a  popular  brand  of  gasoline.  Oh,  yes,  the  trade 
mark  was  prominently  displayed,  so  that  one 
could  make  no  mistake. 

But  the  caption,  or  slogan,  which  was  spread 
across  the  top  of  the  picture  struck  me  with  pe- 
culiar force.  There  was  understanding,  and  chal- 
lenge, and  promise  in  those  words,  "Power  in 
the  Pinches." 

They  lingered  with  me.  Every  motorist  has  felt 
the  "pinch"  of  some  traffic  situation  in  which  the 
difference  between  safety  and  disaster  was  due  to 
the  margin  of  power  available  upon  a  slight  extra 
pressure  of  the  throttle. 

And  right  there  the  signboard  faded  and  the 
sermon  came  into  view.  The  words  of  the  Apos- 
tle Paul,  recorded  in  2  Cor.  4: 8,  stood  out  in  bold 
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relief.  "Pressed  on  every  side,  yet  not  straitened." 
Surely  Paul  knew  the  powerful  "pinch"  of  many 
an  adverse  situation.  To  read  his  epistles  is  to  get 
an  insight  into  a  career  of  adventure,  privation 
and  suffering;  of  temptation,  persecution  and  dis- 
aster, which  might  well  have  crushed  a  man  of 
much  greater  physical  stamina  than  the  great 
apostle  to  the  Gentiles  is  reputed  to  have  been. 

Evidently  the  secret  of  Paul's  triumphant  min- 
istry is  to  be  found  in  just  that  which  our  sign- 
board suggests,  "Power  in  the  Pinches."  And  as 
we  read  the  letters  to  the  churches  we  discover 
that  Paul  said  he  had  it.  He  is  able  to  "rejoice  in 
tribulation."  "When  I  am  weak  then  I  am  strong," 
he  declares,  which  paradoxical  declaration  is 
preceded  by  the  astounding  statements  that  he 
"takes  pleasure  in  weaknesses,  injuries,  necessi- 
ties, persecutions  and  distresses,"  and,  if  he  is  to 
glory  at  all  he  will  "rather  glory  in  infirmities." 

How  can  these  things  be?  Tis  an  open  secret 
to  all  who  know  the  Lord.  I  am  so  glad  that  Paul 
does  not  leave  us  in  the  dark.  We  must  reread 
his  splendid  statement,  "I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me."  And, 
"For  me  to  live  is  Christ."  And,  "It  is  no  longer  I 
that  live,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me."  There  are 
many  other  similar  passages  in  his  inspired  writ- 
ings. Note  the  last  part  of  Rom.  8  and  Eph.  6: 10; 
also  his  prayer  for  the  church,  Eph.  3: 14-21.  Medi- 
tate upon  "That  ye  may  be  strengthened  with 
power  through  his  spirit  in  the  inward  man."  You 
see,  it  is  the  inner  reinforcement  of  the  Spirit  of 
God  which  gives  a  man  "Power  in  the  Pinches." 

Life  does  pinch,  many  times.  These  very  days 
in  which  we  are  living  are  days  of  almost  crush- 
ing   burdens.      Indeed    many    people    are    being 

My  Task 

BY  HELEN  L.  ROYER 

My  task  to  do  my  best  each  day 
In  simple  things  that  come  my  way. 
My  task  to  show  another  pair 
Of  eyes  that  right  is  always  there. 

My  task  to  help  another's  feet 
The  road  of  happiness  to  keep; 
To  keep  him  loving  God  and  man; 
To  help  him  live  to  understand. 

My  task  to  do  my  very  best 
Each  day  in  meeting  every  test; 
To  follow  close  the  footprints  of 
The  perfect  Man  of  perfect  love. 

My  task  to  love  my  God,  as  he 
With  graciousness  doth  give  to  me 
The  joy  of  ever  serving  man. 
My  task  for  brotherhood  to  stand. 

Chicago,  III. 


crushed.  We  can  all  see  that.  But  the  challenge 
is  to  be  so  fortified  in  spirit  that  no  power  on 
earth  can  "straiten"  us.  And  the  promise  is  to  you 
and  to  me.  "My  God  shall  supply  every  need  of 
yours"  (Phil.  4:19). 

Some  few  days  ago  I  was  in  a  crowd  for  forty- 
five  minutes,  a  crowd  so  packed  that  some  folks 
were  crushed  and  required  hospital  attention.  My 
physical  frame  stood  the  pressure,  though  I  was 
sore  and  stiff  for  several  days  afterward.  I 
thought  about  "Power  in  the  Pinches."  After  all, 
the  spiritual  pressure  is  greater  than  the  merely 
physical.  Do  you  have  that  inner  spiritual  power 
which  means  victory  when  the  "pinch"  comes? 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


What  Would  Jesus  Do  If  He  Were  to  Come 
Suddenly  to  the  United  States? 

BY  W.  I.  T.  HOOVER 

I  am  not  considering  his  second  coming  or  the 
prophecies  of  this  coming,  but  if  he  were  to  come 
now  to  the  United  States  as  he  came  to  Palestine 
nineteen  hundred  years  ago. 

Some  will  answer,  "I  don't  care  what  he  would 
do";  others,  "I  don't  know  nor  do  you  know";  still 
others,  "He  was  a  mere  dreamer,  a  visionary." 

Is  the  United  States  the  same  as  was  Palestine 
then?  No.  Jesus  never  saw  an  automobile, 
moving  picture,  printing  press,  newspaper,  piano, 
pipe  organ,  railroad,  electric  lights,  public  school, 
church,  Sunday  school,  a  republic;  he  never  talked 
over  the  telephone,  nor  listened  to  the  radio.  What 
would  Jesus  do  in  such  a  world  as  this?  This  is 
much  easier  answered  than  it  seems  at  first 
thought. 

Jesus  was  not  interested  in  things,  which  is  a 
complex  economic,  commercial  and  industrial 
problem.  Jesus  was  primarily  interested  in  people 
(Matt.  6:  33).  He  was  not  interested  in  tools,  in- 
struments, implements,  machines,  but  in  people. 

Man's  institutional  life  changes,  but  man  is  fun- 
damentally the  same  from  savagery  through  bar- 
barism to  civilization.  More  than  forty  years  ago 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Sheldon  v/rote  a  book,  In  His 
Steps  or  What  Would  Jesus  Do?  Several  years 
ago  the  sales  from  that  book  amounted  to  20,000,- 
000  copies  from  which  he  received  no  royalty.  This 
was  due  to  a  mere  technicality  in  securing  the 
rights  to  print  the  book.  If  this  is  morally  right  in 
the  law,  what  would  Jesus  think  of  it? 

Jesus  was  not  interested  in  political  parties  but 
in  the  politicians;  not  in  economics  but  in  econo- 
mists; not  in  government  but  its  officials;  not  in 
merchandizing  but  in  the  merchants;  not  in  engi- 
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neering  but  in  engineers;  not  in  plumbing  but  in 
plumbers;  not  in  railroads  but  in  their  officials;  not 
in  automobiles  but  their  makers  and  drivers;  not 
in  banks  but  the  bankers;  not  in  liquor  but  the 
brewers  and  distillers;  not  in  saloons  but  in  saloon- 
keepers; not  in  strikes  but  the  strikers;  not  in  di- 
plomacy but  in  the  diplomats,  of  whom  someone 
said  that  they  are  "lies  in  dress  suits."  He  was  not 
interested  in  the  Sanhedrin  but  its  members,  nor  in 
ecclesiasticism  but  the  ecclesiasts;  nor  in  theol- 
ogy, over  which  men  have  quarreled  and  divided 
themselves  into  over  300  parties,  sects  and  church- 
es, but  in  the  theologians.  He  was  not  interested  in 
the  doctrines  and  ordinances  of  men  nor  in  their 
legalisms  and  verbalisms,  but  in  making  the  people 
good.  Jesus  would  have  every  man  to  love  God 
with  his  entire  self  and  his  neighbors  as  they 
would  love  each  himself. 

Human  nature  has  been  basically  the  same 
throughout  the  centuries.  This  is  true  intellectu- 
ally, morally,  socially  and  religiously.  Only  per- 
sonality and  good  character  can  be  universalized. 
Truth  and  right  abide  as  eternal  values.  Charac- 
ter is  the  supreme  quality  of  personality.  Things 
are  not  evil  in  themselves,  but  only  in  their  use  by 
man.  Jesus  was  the  first  to  carry  the  source  of  sin 
from  the  use,  or  rather  misuse  of  things  and  cere- 
monies, back  into  the  motives  of  men  for  this 
wrong  use  of  things. 

If  Jesus  were  to  come  as  he  did  nineteen  hun- 
dred years  ago  he  would  begin  as  he  did  then,  and 
with  the  message:  "Repent  for  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  at  hand."  The  kingdoms  of  truth  and  righteous- 
ness still  abide.  He  would  still  be  interested  in 
having  people  to  become  good — not  mere  theo- 
logians, but  dynamic  characters  for  doing  good. 
The  epitome  of  the  gospel  is,  "He  went  about  doing 
good."  We  are  left  to  find  Jesus'  theology  more  in 
his  deeds  than  in  his  words  and  explanatory  re- 
marks, illustrations  and  parables.  He  "came  to 
seek  and  to  save  the  lost." 

Wars  are  caused  by  materialistic  and  militaris- 
tic-minded men  who  are  lustful  for  power,  who 
seek  special  privileges  and  the  balance  of  trade. 
Then  let  them  fight  their  own  wars,  and  not  in- 
flame the  youth  with  a  false  patriotism  to  fight  for 
them  and  the  munition  makers.  It  requires  a 
greater  amount  of  courage  to  love  one's  enemy 
than  to  shoot  him. 

If  Jesus  were  to  come  today,  I  wonder  if  he 
would  not  call  a  convention  of  representatives  of 
all  churches  and  put  a  quietus  on  their  technical, 
legalistic,  and  verbalistic  theological  bickerings, 
and  ask  them  to  plan  methods  by  which  to  defeat 
the  enemy  of  all  souls;  to  cease  to  place  the  empha- 
sis on  abstract  sin  and  place  it  on  the  concrete 


sinner;  to  cease  trying  to  save  people  from  the 
penalty  of  hell  and  try  harder  to  get  hell  out  of  the 
people;  to  cease  trying  to  get  people  into  heaven 
and  try  to  get  heaven  into  the  people. 

If  Jesus  were  to  come  today  he  would  likely 
urge  us  to  take  the  emphasis  off  ordinances  and 
sacraments,  however  valuable  these  may  be;  off 
ecclesiasticism  and  institutionalized  abstractions 
and  speculative  theological  verbalisms,  and  place 
it  on  Jesus  Christ,  who  repeatedly  said,  "I  am  the 
Way,  I  am  the  Truth,  I  am  the  living  Bread,  I  am 
the  living  Water. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Inner  Resources 

BY   MERLIN  C.    SHULL 

In  the  midst  of  that  fine  and  wholesome  concern 
which  all  true  followers  of  Christ  share  for  all  who 
suffer,  we  must  not  neglect  our  own  need  for  a 
constant  spiritual  renewal.  While  ministers  pro- 
claim a  great  social  gospel  they  must  not  forget  to 
minister  to  intimate  personal  needs.  There  come 
times  to  all  of  us  when  our  supply  of  inner  re- 
sources is  severely  drained.  Some  people  can  ex- 
perience danger,  sickness,  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  a 
limb,  with  a  poise  and  a  confidence  that  are  mar- 
velous. Others  go  to  pieces,  have  nervous  break- 
downs, or  become  cynical,  rebellious  or  bitter. 
When  tragedy  hits  them,  they  crack  up. 

The  way  to  win  an  inner  victory  in  trying  times 
is  not  easy;  and  if  it  were  easy,  it  would  not  be  a 
real  test  of  moral  courage.  So  we  must  not  be  dis- 
couraged if  it  is  hard  to  win;  the  main  thing  is  to 
win.  It  is  helpful  to  remember  that  the  hotter  the 
fire  the  better  the  metal  that  comes  out;  and  the 
more  severe  the  testing,  the  greater  the  soul — if 
one  can  stand  it.  It  also  helps  if  one  realizes  that 
trouble  comes  to  all  men  in  the  course  of  a  life- 
time. Either  one  will  be  disappointed  in  someone 
in  whom  he  has  trusted,  or  he  will  fail  to  achieve 
some  cherished  goal  in  life,  or  some  dear  one  will 
lead  a  sinful  life,  or  some  sickness  or  accident  will 
rob  him  of  the  full  use  of  some  physical  organ,  or 
he  will  face  persecution  for  his  loyalty  to  some 
ideal.  Do  you,  my  friend,  know  where  to  go  or 
what  to  do  when  life's  darker  hours  cast  their 
shadows  over  you? 

Get  your  Bible  and  turn  to  Phil.  4:11-13.  The 
Apostle  Paul  writes  these  inspiring  words  from  his 
prison  in  Rome.  Think  of  being  able  to  write  in  a 
place  like  that.  "I  have  learned  in  whatsoever 
state  I  am,  therein  to  be  content.  I  know  how  to 
be  abased,  and  I  know  how  to  abound:  every 
where  and  in  all  things  I  am  instructed  both  to  be 
full  and  to  be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to  suffer 
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need.  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which 
strengthened  me."  This  strength  from  Christ,  that 
is  one  of  Paul's  secrets.  Christ  was  a  living,  ever- 
present  reality  to  him.  In  him  "he  lived  and 
moved  and  had  his  being."  Paul  was  a  great  and 
practical  mystic. 

In  Phil.  3:13,  14  Paul  says:  "Brethren,  I  count 
not  myself  to  have  apprehended:  but  one  thing  I 
do,  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forward  unto  those  things  which  are  be- 
fore, I  press  on  toward  the  goal  unto  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  Certain 
words  stand  out  and  challenge  us  in  these  verses. 
"This  one  thing"  shows  that  Paul  had  that  "ex- 
pulsive power  of  a  new  affection,"  to  use  the  phrase 
of  Dr.  Chalmers.  A  great  task  to  do  and  a  whole- 
hearted devotion  to  it  had  much  to  do  with  mental 
and  spiritual  health  and  happiness.  Misfortunes 
and  other  testings  lose  their  sting  under  the  chal- 
lenge of  a  great  devotion.  "Forgetting  the  things 
that  are  behind"  is  another  pregnant  phrase.  Wor- 
ry breaks  more  minds  and  bodies  than  work.  For- 
tunate is  the  man  who  does  not  think  too  much 
about  past  failures,  or  even  successes;  but  who  fol- 
lows that  other  fine  phrase,  "I  press  on  toward  the 
goal  of  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus."  Something  more  challenging 
ahead,  greater  tasks  for  tomorrow,  and  a  life  with 
Christ  as  a  constant  companion,  these  are  enough 
to  merit  the  love  and  devotion  of  any  man.  Such 
a  one  has  a  large  supply  of  inner  resources. 

Elgin,  III. 


fail,  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  is  hindered. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


This  Do 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

Some  do  not  like  the  negative  approach — the 
""do  not"  commands.  But  what  Christ  called  the 
.greatest  commandments  are  positive — they  stress 
doing — love  the  Lord  with  all  your  being  and  your 
neighbor  as  yourself. 

If  this  was  truly  done  there  would  not  be  room 
for  the  desires  and  things  of  the  flesh.  For  the 
things  of  the  Lord  are  not  only  life-filling  but  they 
are  satisfying.  The  millions  spent  in  beauty  par- 
lors do  not  succeed  even  in  veneering  the  jaded 
spirits  that  go  about  seeking  surcease  in  yet  more 
chasing  of  the  make-believe  of  worldly  amusement 
and  gratification. 

If  we  followed  the  "this  do"  goal  toward  fullness 
of  life,  it  would  prevent  much  of  our  straying  and 
help  solve  many  of  our  difficulties.  Besides,  there 
is  so  much  to  do  in  the  service  of  the  Lord  and 
our  fellow  man  that  if  we  really  lived  this  aim  to 
the  extent  of  our  being,  God's  work  and  will 
would  yet  not  all  be  done.     Then,  insofar  as  we 


Living  in  B.C.  or  A.D.? 

BY   WALTER    S.    COFFMAN 

"Don't  be  foolish,"  writes  one  minister;  "the  God 
of  your  Bible  has  ordered  many  killings  and  many 
murders."  And  this  minister  cites  many  Old  Tes- 
tament passages  to  prove  his  point.  "Many  peo- 
ple," say  another  minister,  "have  never  learned 
the  difference  between  killing  and  murdering. 
God  kills  but  he  does  not  murder."  These  minis- 
ters, as  you  would  expect,  are  ministers  in  a  fra- 
ternity different  from  ours.  Yet  they  are  leaders 
in  the  great  church  universal.  This  is  one  of  the 
conditions  that  make  our  problem  of  peace  such 
a  tremendous  one.  It  would  be  much  less  com- 
plicated if  all  Christian  ministers  could  just  under- 
stand that  Jesus  is  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

One  difficulty  for  them  seems  to  be  that  they 
cannot  distinguish  that  different  portions  of  the 
Bible  are  not  on  the  same  ethical  and  spiritual 
level.  They  fail  to  see  that  there  is  progression  in 
the  revelation  of  God  that  has  come  to  us.  Those 
portions  of  the  Bible  which  tell  about  Israel's 
bloody  wars  seem  to  them  to  have  the  same  in- 
tensity of  inspiration  as  those  portions  which  tell 
us  of  the  life  and  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  all  of  this  my  answer  is  found  in  the  letter  to 
the  Hebrews:  "God,  .  .  .  who  spake  in  times  past 
to  our  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  days 
spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  ap- 
pointed heir  unto  all  things."  Thus  it  appears  to 
me  that  whatever  God  is  reported  to  have  spoken 
to  people  living  thirty  centuries  ago,  he  hath 
spoken  to  us  in  the  twentieth  century  A.D.,  and 
through  Jesus.  And  this  is  what  Jesus  said  as 
God  spoke  to  us  through  him:  "Love  your  enemies, 
bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that 
hate  you,  and  pray  for  those  who  despitefully  use 
you  and  persecute  you." 

Those  who  would  justify  wars  by  the  Bible  must 
perforce  do  their  thinking  in  that  era  of  time 
known  to  us  as  B.C.,  or  before  Christ.  They  are 
three  thousand  years  behind  time  in  their  think- 
ing. To  be  up  to  date  they  must  move  into  A.D. 
Christians,  ministers  and  laymen,  if  they  would  be 
modern  in  their  thinking,  must  think  the  thoughts 
of  Jesus  after  him.  I  am  happy  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  her  stand  with 
the  other  peace  churches;  for  the  peace  churches 
are  modern  in  their  thinking — at  least  as  regards 
the  foremost  matter  of  importance  in  the  world 
today — peace. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 
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Immigrant  From  Poland 


BY  EDITH  KERN 


He  had  come  from  Poland  about  two  years  ago,  and 
he  took  English  lessons  at  the  International  Institute, 
Philadelphia.  From  the  desk  where  I  sat  in  the  lobby, 
I  often  saw  him  as  he  crossed  the  room  with  long,  awk- 
ward strides,  appearing  to  be  in  danger  of  falling  over 
the  legs  of  some  chairs  that  were  standing  around.  His 
shabby  coat  was  much  too  large  for  him  and  seemed  ever 
to  glide  off  his  shoulders,  showing  a  yellow-white  collar 
and  a  long  thin  neck.  With  his  left  bent  arm  he  pressed 
his  books  against  his  body.  While  he  bowed  to  greet 
me,  his  mouth  was  twisted  into  a  shy,  self-conscious 
smile.  Out  of  his  shrunken  face,  two  eyes  glanced  at 
me,  devoted,  and  submissive.  He  had  come  from  Poland 
— and  to  his  personal  shyness  was  added  the  submis- 
siveness  of  the  common  man  in  Poland,  the  awe  he  feels 
before  aristocracy,  clergy,  and  bureaucracy.  It  must 
have  been  my  sitting  at  the  desk,  my  having  an  official 
position,  that  impressed  him  so  much.  I  sympathized 
with  him.  How  would  he  get  along  in  America,  a 
country  with  such  a  different  attitude  in  this  regard?  I 
often  thought  of  him  and  wondered  if  I  could  help. 

When  I  talked  with  him  for  the  first  time,  he  was  so 
embarrassed  that  he  could  only  answer  with  a  stupid 
grin.  Then  he  left  the  room  slowly,  hestitatingly,  as  if 
he  wanted  to  say  something  and  did  not  dare  or  did  not 
find  the  words.  Then  at  another  time  when  I  put  a 
friendly  question,  his  tongue  struggled  to  form  some 
English  words.  Eventually  I  got  him  accustomed  to  the 
idea  that  I  was  no  Polish  authority,  but  somebody  much 
less  fortunate.  I  asked  him  about  Poland,  and  while 
he  told  me  about  it,  his  eyes  grew  large  and  a  flash  of 
joy  came  into  them.  His  eyes  told  me  more  than  his 
words  could  convey.  English  sounded  strange  and 
heavy  and  guttural  when  it  left  his  lips.  The  words 
came  out  like  passengers  leave  a  train  without  any  con- 
nection, stumbling  and  pushing  each  other  and  finally 
running  in  different  directions,  leaving  just  a  vague 
image.  It  was  not  easy  to  listen  to  him,  not  easy  to 
understand  him.  English  is  hard  to  pronounce  for  the 
East-European.  His  shyness  made  it  even  harder  for 
him.  He  loved  his  Polish  language.  To  him  it  was  the 
most  beautiful  tongue  in  the  world.  Its  words  revealed 
a  meaning  to  him  that  words  of  no  other  language 
could  express.  In  the  use  of  English,  however,  he  was 
like  a  child.  He  had  to  simplify  his  thoughts.  He  had 
to  seek  for  words  anxiously,  even  while  he  could  ex- 
press himself  so  easily  in  his  own  language.  With  Polish 
words  he  would  cry  and  laugh  and  sing,  about  beauty 
and  about  sadness.  All  this  I  gathered  out  of  his  words 
that  caused  him  so  much  trouble  in  using,  and  which 
were  separated  so  often  by  long  intervals  of  seeking 
for  the  right  expression,  and  were  then  accompanied 
by  impatient  movements  of  his  hand. 

One  night  he  brought  a  bundle  of  newspaper  clip- 
pings. They  were  Polish  poems.  He  had  written  them. 
Even  in  his  clumsy  and  rough  translation  they  revealed 
a  depth  of  imagination  and  thought,  an  individuality  in 
the  association,  that  struck  me.  This  was  the  awkward 
boy  I  sympathized  with.  "After  some  time  you  will 
write  English  just  as  well,"  I  encouraged  him.  He 
shook  his  head.    He  would  not  believe  it. 

He  was  homesick  for  Poland.     His  mother  and  all  his 


friends  were  there.  He,  himself,  was  born  in  America. 
But  his  mother  had  returned  with  him  to  Poland  when 
he  was  still  a  baby.  His  father  and  two  brothers  lived 
somewhere  in  the  United  States — he  did  not  know 
where.  He  had  left  Poland  because  otherwise  he  would 
have  had  to  join  the  army.  Being  an  American  by  law, 
he  decided  to  come  to  America.  While  he  talked  about 
his  country,  his  mouth  quivered  helplessly,  his  thin, 
pale  hands  with  dirty,  broken  nails  passed  over  his  head 
in  futile  movements.  One  time  he  brought  in  a  neatly 
wrapped  book  with  photographs.  They  showed  a  girl, 
his  girl,  a  well-dressed  woman  with  an  expressive,  pretty 
face.  "How  strange  she  fell  in  love  with  an  insignifi- 
cant-looking boy,"  I  thought.  I  saw  him  going  to  school, 
going  to  college  with  his  friends,  and  I  was  amazed. 
Was  this  the  same  person?  For  he  had  been  a  boy 
with  beaming  eyes,  with  a  keen,  intelligent  face, 
a  slender  figure  with  elegant  movements.  The  change 
was  incredible,  and  yet  it  was  true.  The  boy  who  had 
belonged  to  the  elite  of  his  city  over  there  had  to  wash 
dishes  here.  He,  who  had  used  his  Polish  language  to 
write  poetry,  could  express  himself  only  with  the  great- 
est effort  in  the  new  language.  There  was  no  one  to 
take  care  of  his  clothing  as  his  mother  apparently  had 
done.  There  were  none  who  really  understood  him. 
He  moved  about  uncertainly  and  lonely  in  a  country 
that  he  did  not  fully  know.  He  was  homesick;  he  had 
grown  old  too  soon.    The  story  of  Lot's  wife  came  to  my 


The  Derelict 

BY  WILLIAM  J.  SNELLING 

Shattered  and  torn  on  the  ocean  wide, 

Tossed  hither  and  yon  by  the  wind  and  tide, 

The  derelict  floats  from  pole  to  pole 

Through  storms  and  calm,  and  treacherous  shoal. 

Floats  on  and  on  through  day  and  night, 
With  neither  mission  or  port  in  sight, 

Until  stricken  at  last,  by  a  hidden  reef. 
It  sinks  and  ends  its  voyage  of  grief. 

So  man,  when  fallen  from  God's  grace, 
Drifts  on  and  on  from  place  to  place. 

Indulging  self  in  vice  and  drink, 
The  nearer  draws  the  awful  brink. 

And  shunned  by  all  whom  he  may  meet 

He  begs  for  alms  upon  the  street; 
Yet  no  one  cares,  or  heeds  his  plea; 

A  derelict,  he  drifts  life's  sea. 

But  Jesus  came  to  save  .the  lost; 

On  Calvary's  brow  he  paid  the  cost, 
That  all  who  call  upon  his  name 

Be  saved  from  all  sin  and  shame. 

And  now,  he  is  the  man  made  new, 
With  purpose  true  and  a  goal  in  view; 

No  longer  pushed  from  post  to  post, 
For  Christ  can  save  to  the  uttermost 

Portland,  Oregon. 
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mind  and  I  told  it  to  him.    "If  you  have  left  your  home, 
do  not  look  backward  again.     Look  forward  only.     As 
soon  as  you  turn  your  head  you  will  become  a  column 
of  salt,  rigid,  barren,  aged." 
Bridgewater,  Va. 


"I  Want  to  Drink  That  Water!" 

BY  GRACE  HILEMAN  MILLER 

A  Mexican  man,  woman  and  child  trundled  through 
the  streets  of  our  city  several  years  ago  hunting  a  va- 
cant lot  on  which  to  drive  their  rickety  wagon  and 
camp  until  he  could  earn  enough  money  to  rent  a  house, 
for  he  had  a  job;  but  people  shook  their  heads  when  he 
tried  to  get  permission.  Finally,  he  turned  toward  the 
part  of  town  where  his  own  countrymen  reside.  He  had 
purposely  gone  elsewhere  because  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  any  vacant  lots,  but  rather  several  houses  crowded 
on  one  lot  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other. 

Despairing  of  finding  a  vacant  lot,  these  people  drove 
through  alleys  looking  for  a  yard  big  enough  to  drive 
their  wagon  into.  Finally,  they  noticed  a  very  pleasant- 
looking  woman  watering  flowers.  She  smiled  at  the 
baby;  immediately  they  stopped  and  told  their  plight. 

"Well,  you  may  drive  in  here,"  she  suggested  after 
questioning  them  carefully  for  several  minutes. 

Noting  that  they  did  not  seem  to  have  much  food,  this 
good  woman  shared  her  evening  meal  with  them,  also 
loaned  them  some  bedding  so  that  they  could  rest  com- 
fortably at  night.  The  next  day  was  Saturday.  The 
man  went  to  work  and  the  women  got  better  acquainted. 
The  hostess  learned  that  the  newcomers  had  been  the 
victims  of  mistreatment,  ill  health  and  big  doctor  bills. 
On  Sunday  the  hostess  gave  her  new  friends  an  invita- 
tion to  attend  the  religious  services  in  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage in  her  home  during  the  afternoon. 

"Catholic?"  queried  the  man. 

"No,  Protestantie!"  was  her  kind  reply. 

"You,  Protestantie?"  ejaculated  the  man  and  woman 
together,  as  they  gave  each  other  knowing  looks. 

"No,  no,  no,"  murmured  the  wife,  "me  Catholic;  no 
go  Catholic  church,  long  time;  no  money,  no  money!" 

"How  muchie  pay?"  asked  the  man  curiously. 

"You  do  not  have  to  pay  anything;  this  church  is  free, 
unless  you  feel  to  make  a  gift,"  the  incidental  mission- 
ary replied  cautiously. 

"Maybe,  we  come,"  was  the  final  reply  of  the  man 
and  woman. 

And  they  did  come.  They  slipped  in  through  the 
back  door  and  sat  at  the  edge  of  the  crowd  of  worship- 
ers who  congregated  for  worship.  However,  the  people 
were  all  so  friendly  that  the  newcomers  soon  felt  very 
welcome.  From  the  very  first  the  man  listened  to  the 
young  minister  as  he  read  his  text,  "The  woman  saith 
unto  him:  Sir,  give  me  this  water,  that  I  thirst  not, 
neither  come  hither  to  draw."  Then  the  minister  told 
the  simple  story  of  the  woman  at  the  well,  how  she  was 
unconscious  of  the  divine  and  eternal,  but  how  Christ 
dealt  with  her  and  brought  conviction  to  her  heart.  At 
the  close  of  the  services,  the  guest  worshiper  ran  up  to 
the  preacher  and  exclaimed,  "Me  wantie  that  water: 
How  get  it?" 


The  minister  had  noted  his  eager  listener  and  really 
forgot  the  rest  of  his  audience  in  a  feeling  that  he  was 
preaching  straight  to  a  hungry  soul. 

With  brimming  eyes  the  hostess  came  to  the  rescue 
by  offering  to  give  the  man  a  Bible  and  to  teach  him 
how  to  use  it  as  well  as  to  acquaint  him  with  the  plan 
of  salvation. 

"I  knew  you  were  different,"  exclaimed  the  seeker's 
wife,  "by  just  the  way  you  acted." 

"Yes,  yes;  help,  help,"  implored  the  man. 

Several  weeks  later  this  man  and  wife  and  baby 
moved  into  a  little  house,  and  in  another  several  weeks 
the  parents  were  baptized  in  the  Protestant  church. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Comparative  Values 

BY  GEORGE  W.  TUTTLE 

According  to  a  short  item  in  a  newspaper  a  closed 
and  locked  sedan,  in  which  an  infant  had  been  left, 
caught  afire,  presumably  from  a  cigarette  stub  carelessly 
dropped  in  the  car.  Presumably  the  parent — or  possibly 
the  parents — had  gone  into  some  store  to  trade. 

Well,  up  rushed  a  man  to  rescue  the  baby.  Swiftly 
he  worked,  breaking  one  of  the  windows  of  the  sedan 
and  saving  the  infant.  Here  is  both  a  study  of  careless 
smokers,  and  a  study  of  comparative  values,  but  this 
article  is  on  comparative  values. 

No  doubt  the  sedan  window  was  valuable  but  the 
window  was  as  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  the  eyes  of  the 
man  who  saw  that  a  baby  was  in  danger.  Suppose 
someone  had  shouted,  "Wait  a  moment!  Is  there  not 
some  other  way  to  save  that  baby  without  ruining  a 
perfectly  good  window?"  Presumably  the  rescuer 
would  have  replied,  "Man,  get  out  of  my  way!  What 
is  the  value  of  a  window  compared  with  the  value  of 
this  child's  life?"  No  doubt  this  man  had  the  right  con- 
ception of  comparative  values. 

What  do  the  men  who  strive  for  riches  alone  and  have 
no  thought  for  their  soul  life  know  of  comparative  val- 
ues? Alas  for  the  man  who  is  ready  to  estrange  both 
God  and  man  if  he  may  but  add  to  his  riches!  "What 
shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?" 

What  of  the  man  who  values  the  praise  of  men  more 
than  the  praise  of  God,  one  who  strives  for  worldly 
honors  alone?  Does  such  a  man  not  fail  to  understand 
comparative  values?  The  approval  of  men  may  be  as 
changeable  as  the  north  wind,  but  the  approval  of  God  is 
unchangeable  and  it  brings  us  safely  to  our  goal. 

How  about  my  carpenter  friend  who  actually  gave  up 
his  work  with  one  contractor  and  took  another  job  at 
one  dollar  per  day  less  wages  because  of  the  profanity 
and  filthy  conversation  of  the  first  gang  of  men — his 
fellow  workers?  He  did  better  than  did  Lot,  for  he  was 
not  only  "vexed  with  the  filthy  conversation  of  the 
wicked,"  but  he  pulled  up  stakes  and  left!  This  carpenter 
was  a  devout  Christian  and  he  valued  the  privilege  of 
working  with  self-respecting  and  decent  mechanics.  He 
counted  it  as  worth  more  than  the  extra  dollar  per  day 
in  wages.  Here  are  comparative  values  again.  Even  in 
feeding  the  body  do  we  not  need  to  have  care  lest  we 
starve  the  soul? 

Pasadena,  Calif. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Where  Are  They 
Now?... 


BY   FAYE   MOYER 


BOARDING  SCHOOL  GIRLS 
AT       GARKIDA,       AFRICA 

The  answer  to  the  question,  "Where  are  the  Af- 
rican schoolgirls  and  what  are  they  doing?"  I 
find  not  only  interesting,  but  serving  as  a  check-up 
on  the  effectiveness  of  our  efforts  in  educating  the 
girls.  These  figures  are  based  on  a  rather  general 
survey. 

Of  the  local  girls  in  day  school,  there  are  at  least 
twelve  who  have  received  baptism.  All  of  them 
are  now  in  Christian  homes  except  two  who  are 
the  wives  of  the  village  chief  and  one  who  is  still 
unmarried.  Two  of  them  are  brides  of  this  month, 
wives  of  Christian  young  men.  At  least  half  of 
these  twelve  girls  started  to  school  about  fifteen 
years  ago,  while  the  others  are  younger  girls  more 
recently  in  school.  Two  of  them  have  had  some 
training  in  the  hospital  nursery.  Two  others, 
Mwada  and  Pindar,  have  taught  girls'  classes  in 
the  Garkida  Elementary  School;  later  they  taught 
in  the  women's  school.  These  two  girls  are  the 
wives  of  the  teacher  and  the  evangelist  now  lo- 
cated at  Kwajafa.  Both  have  assisted  in  teaching 
girls  there.  Another,  Nana  by  name,  is  an  exem- 
plary housewife  and  mother. 

The  report  of  the  boarding  school  girls  can  only 
date  back  to  1932  when  the  boarding  school  was 
started.  Many  interesting  girls  have  been  in  and 
out  of  the  school  in  these  nine  years.  As  I  am  mak- 
ing this  hurried  survey  of  these  girls,  I  begin  to 
feel  that  the  efforts  to  help  these  girls  are  of  more 
value  than  sometimes  I  have  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve. I  am  convinced  that  the  good  which  comes 
from  the  effort  carried  on  for  the  steady  girls 
overbalances  in  value  the  loss  and  waste  from  ef- 
fort spent  on  disinterested  and  transient  pupils. 

After  all,  the  life  and  work  of  the  eleven  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  have  had  a  much  bigger  influence 
on  the  life  of  the  world  today  than  the  combined 
influence  of  the  hundreds  of  casual  listeners  and 
followers  of  Jesus  in  his  day. 

Generally  speaking,  there  are  about  twenty-four 
girls  who  have  received  baptism  and  quite  a  num- 


ber who  have  taken  the  covenant.  Most  of  these 
girls  are  out  of  school  now.  About  thirty  of  them 
have  married  Christian  boys.  Because  of  difficul- 
ties of  one  kind  or  another,  some  of  these  homes 
have  been  broken  up.  About  twelve  or  more  of 
these  girls  have  been  exemplary  in  one  way  or  an- 
other in  their  Christian  homes  and  community  life. 
Their  lives  show  some  real  signs  of  progress  in 
Christian  growth  and  in  making  better  homes. 

Three  of  the  girls  were  in  the  training  school  for 
a  short  course,  and  seven  of  them  did  some  teach- 
ing at  various  times  in  the  Garkida  school.  Two 
have  assisted  their  husbands  in  community  teach- 
ing where  they  are  located.  Seven  have  had  some 
training  in  the  nursery.  Awa,  Gana  and  Yabuti 
have  shown  especially  good  care  of  their  babies 
because  of  helps  from  this  nursery  training. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  things  of  all  is  the 
hope  for  the  second  generation  of  Christians. 
Quite  a  number  of  young  Christians'  children  are 
now  in  school  and  the  tone  of  the  school  is  im- 
proved by  it.  Much  of  the  hope  for  the  Christian 
church  is  in  this  second  generation.  Pray  for  them 
and  for  the  schoolgirls  of  today  who  will  be  the 
mothers  of  tomorrow. 

Be  This  Our  Prayer 

Oh,  pray  for  our  girls  and  our  women 

That  life  for  them  may  be  sweet. 

Alike  in  pain  and  in  joy, 

Or  in  things  that  annoy, 

May  they  find  peace  complete 

Bowing  down  at  Jesus'  feet. 

They  are  not  walking  their  road  alone; 
For  God  plans  that  two  by  two — 
A  good  man  and  his  kind  wife 
Shall  jointly  go  through  life 
And  happiness  accrue 
With  life  abundant  and  new. 

Garkida,  Africa. 
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In  the  Night  Watches 

BY  HAZEL  MESSER,  R.  N. 

It  is  nighttime,  and  through  the  stillness  comes  the 
sound  of  beating  drums.  It  is  not  a  quick  military  stac- 
cato but  a  slow  mournful  sound  that  tells  of  sadness  and 
death. 

As  I  listen  to  the  rhythm  of  those  drums,  two  pictures 
come  into  my  mind.  I  see  a  little  group  of  mud  huts, 
grass-roofed,  clustered  under  a  few  trees.  In  front  of 
one  of  the  huts,  a  small  fire  is  burning  and  around  it  is 
seated  a  group  of  men.  At  one  side,  an  old  man  is  beat- 
ing the  drum  with  his  fingers,  and  as  he  taps  out  the 
rhythm  his  whole  body  sways  and  he  chants  some  un- 
intelligible words.  He  is  driving  away  the  evil  spirits 
which  bring  sickness.  From  time  to  time  one  of  the 
men  rises  and  throws  more  wood  on  the  fire  and  seats 
himself  in  the  group  again. 

Back  inside  the  hut  is  another  small  group.  This  is 
a  cluster  of  women.  They,  too,  are  seated  around  a  fire, 
but  they  sit  still  and  for  the  most  part  keep  quiet.  Oc- 
casionally someone  makes  a  remark  or  fixes  the  fire,  but 
little  movement  is  observed.  At  one  side  of  the  room  on 
a  pile  of  rags  lies  a  sick  woman.  She  is  desperately  ill. 
She  moans  and  tosses  in  her  delirium.  Fever  rages  in 
her  body  and  she  is  thin  and  emaciated.  But  no  one  gives 
her  a  cooling  drink,  and  no  one  gives  her  any  medicine 
to  take.  No  one  ministers  to  her  needs  and  she  is  too 
sick  to  care. 

In  the  broken  silence  of  the  night,  I  wonder  why  these 
people  have  not  come  to  the  dispensary.  Do  they  not 
know  about  the  hospital?  Surely  they  know  that  it  is 
not  more  than  a  half  mile  away.  They  have  been  told 
that  the  medicine  will  be  given  to  them  free.  They  must 
know  that  the  white  doctor  and  her  assistants  are 
ready  to  care  for  the  sick  and  that  they  answer  calls 
either  day  or  night.  They  have  seen  that  many  in  the 
village  have  received  help  from  the  mission  hospital. 
Yes,  they  know  all  this. 

Then  the  answer  to  all  my  questions  comes  in  the 
fact  that  these  people  are  bound  by  custom.  For  hun- 
dreds of  years  their  ancestors  have  called  the  witch 
doctor  to  heal  the  sick.  They  depended  upon  him  to 
come  with  his  drums  to  chase  the  evil  spirits  out  of  their 
bodies.  For  years  and  years,  that  has  been  the  only 
medicine  they  have  known.  It  is  not  possible  that  now, 
and  within  a  few  years,  those  century-old  customs  can 
be  broken.  They  continue  to  try  their  old  remedies  be- 
fore they  try  anything  else.     They  firmly  believe  that 


their  gods  would  become  angry  if  they  were  to  come  to 
the  hospital  and  try  the  foreign  medicine. 

And  then  in  the  midst  of  my  insistent  thinking,  I  pray 
that  I  may  be  patient  with  these  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious neighbors  of  mine.  I  ask  for  better  ways  of  ex- 
plaining to  them  that  we  are  here  to  help  them.  I  plead 
for  wisdom  and  skill  to  say  and  do  the  things  which  will 
change  customs  which  force  people  to  go  on  suffering 
while  witch  doctors  keep  on  beating  the  death  drums. 
As  the  distant  sounds  become  dimmer  and  as  sleep  over- 
comes me,  I  long  that  the  day  will  soon  be  here  when 
the  people  so  near  me,  and  yet  so  far  away,  may  under- 
stand how  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  bodies  and  learn 
through  ministry  given  in  Christ's  name  to  meet  the 
need  of  their  souls. 

Dahanu,  India. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

Peace  News  has  brought  you  brief  stories  of  a  num- 
ber of  refugees  in  recent  weeks.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  is  putting  $5,000  a  year  into  these  hostels  and 
we  have  young  people  on  their  staffs.  This  is  indeed  a 
great  work  of  love.  Many  capable,  successful  and  noble- 
hearted  people  have  left  the  old  world  for  the  new. 
They  have  been  driven  out  because  of  their  loyalty  to 
cherished  ideals.  America  should  be  proud  that  she 
has  been  chosen  as  the  haven  of  safety  and  freedom. 
Let  us  allow  them  to  help  us  build  an  even  better 
America! 

Howard  E.  Kershner,  director  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  relief  program  in  France,  writes  from 
Marseille:  "Twenty  million  bushels  of  wheat  are  needed 
to  meet  the  deficiencies  which  will  become  acute  in 
April.  Unless  wheat  comes,  many  departments  will  be 
without  bread.  .  .  .  Conditions  vary  from  department  to 
department,  yet  a  detailed  study  which  has  just  been 
completed  by  our  committee  in  the  department  of  the 
Pyrenees  Oriental  is  indicative  of  the  widespread  short- 
ages. This  department  with  a  population  of  265,000  per- 
sons, including  some  30,000  refugees  living  in  camps,  is 
the  Pyrenees  vineyard  country.  The  soil  is  sandy,  the 
terrain  hilly.  In  normal  times  food  must  be  imported 
not  only  to  feed  the  residents  but  to  support  the  cattle 
and  poultry.  With  present  inadequate  supplies  and 
crippled  transportation,  the  little  food  imported  must 
frequently  be  reserved  for  the  hospitals  and  materni- 
ties. The  food  available  is  far  below  the  minimum  ra- 
tions for  subsistence." 


WHAT  TO  PRAY  FOR 

Week  of  July  12-19 

Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller  and  Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  returned 
from  India  together  in  the  month  of  December  1940, 

Since  in  America,  both  of  them  have  been  among  many 
churches  giving  their  testimony  to  the  power  of  the  Word  of 
God  in  India. 

Your  Prayer  Calendar  asks  you  to  pray  for  these  two  mis- 
sionaries each  day  during  this  week.  Turn  to  page  5  and  see 
the  facts  concerning  their  lives  in  order  to  pray  more  effec- 
tively for  them. 


IDA    C.    SHUMAKER 


ELIZA     B.     MILLER 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  July  13 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christianity  Expands  in  Asia. 
—Acts  19:8-10,  23-32.  Golden  Text,  So  mightily  grew 
the  word  of  the  Lord  and  prevailed.    Acts  19:  20. 

Christian  Workers,  In  Hospitality.  Prov.  17:  1;  Luke 
14:  12-16. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Can  I  Drink  and  Be  a  Christian? 

Intermediates,  Behind  the  Headlines — God. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Reedley  church,  Calif. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Shamokin  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Hutchinson  church,  Kans. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Leamersville  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Second  South  Bend  church,  Ind. 

One  baptized  in  the  Mount  Joy  church,  Va.,  Sister  S.  B. 
Broughman,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Lanark  church,  111.,  Bro.  I.  D. 
Leatherman,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Mackeysville  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro. 
Jonas  Sines,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Williamsport  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro. 
Emra  T.  Fike,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Woodberry  church,  Maryland, 
Bro.  C.  H.  Hinegardner,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Wiley  Ford  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro. 
Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Union  church,  Copper  Hill 
congregation,  Va.,  Oscar  R.  Fike,  pastor-evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray   for  the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Bruce  Flora,  pastor,  in  the  Roann  church,  Ind., 
Aug.  10-24. 

Bro.  John  B.  Wieand,  Decatur,  111.,  July  13-27,  in  the 
Pittsburg  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Emra  T.  Fike,  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Bethany 
church,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  7-21. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the 
Nokesville,  Va.,  church,  July  1-14. 

Bro.  O.  F.  Bowman,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  in  the  Mt.  Car- 
mel  church,  South  Fork  congregation,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  4-17. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Bro.  E.  E.  Barnhart  of  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  R.  2,  is 
available  for  a  pastoral  engagement,  to  begin  Sept.  1, 
next. 

Bro.  Charles  Dumond  of  Canton,  111.,  writes  that  he 
will  have  time  for  two  evangelistic  meetings  during  the 
coming  year. 


House  visitors  of  recent  date,  each  with  his  family  en- 
tire or  in  part,  included  Pastor  Ray  E.  Zook  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  Bro.  Clarence  M.  Hoke  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  Bro. 
George  Saylor  of  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Bro.  J.  Quinter  Miller  and  wife  saw  the  Publishing 
House  on  Saturday  following  "the  fourth"  but  very  few 
persons  saw  them.  It  was  also  reported  that  another 
Connecticut  man,  Bro.  Roy  D.  Boaz,  was  in  the  vicinity. 

Bro.  Cyrus  B.  Krall  and  wife  of  Campbelltown,  Pa., 
gave  us  a  friendly  look-in  on  their  way  home  from  La 
Verne.  So  also  did  Bro.  Jesse  D.  Reber  and  wife  who 
are  now  serving  the  Cleveland  church  of  Northeastern 
Ohio. 

Seen  around  the  halls  of  the  editorial  department  sev- 
eral days  last  week  was  Miss  Inabelle  Kinzie  of  the  Des 
Moines  Valley  church,  Elkhart,  Iowa.  Her  presence 
brought  cheer  and  home  news  to  a  number  of  House 
employees. 

Giving  us  a  word  of  encouragement  and  appreciation 
with  which  to  begin  last  week's  work,  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough 
of  Sidney,  Ohio,  stopped  at  the  Publishing  House  for 
an  early  Monday  morning  visit.  As  you  may  have  sur- 
mised, he  was  homeward  bound  from  the  La  Verne 
Conference. 

Two  neighbor  pastors  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Bro. 
F.  S.  Carper  of  Palmyra  and  Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller  of 
Hershey,  returning  with  their  families  and  friends  from 
the  La  Verne  Conference,  thought  it  worth  while  to  let 
them  see  where  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  made.  You 
should  not  need  to  be  reminded  that  the  first  named  is 
now  a  member  of  the  General  Mission  Board. 

Bro.  Lowell  Heisey  is  grateful  for  the  messages  of 
sympathy  which  have  been  coming  to  him  since  his  con- 
finement in  the  hospital  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  with  a 
broken  vertebra  and  other  injuries  received  when  he 
was  struck  by  a  gravel  truck  June  13.  Son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Walter  J.  Heisey,  former  China  missionaries, 
he  was  born  in  China  and  has  volunteered  for  service 
in  that  field. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Caslow  of  Virden,  111.,  in  a  recent  com- 
munication says  this  of  his  companion:  "Sister  Caslow 
continues  to  be  a  bed  patient,  with  no  physical  improve- 
ment. We  appreciate  the  many  kind  things  that  are 
done  for  her,  and  the  multitude  of  comforting  words 
spoken  to  and  of  her,  both  by  letter  and  by  word  of 
mouth.  We  solicit  the  prayers  of  all  of  God's  people, 
that  grace  to  endure  the  suffering  and  that  faith  in  the 
goodness  of  God,  may  not  fail." 

Bro.  A.  C.  Miller  will  return  shortly  with  his  family 
to  Pottstown,  Pa.,  after  "a  most  enjoyable  stay"  of  two 
years  in  pastoral  service  with  the  Twin  Falls  church  of 
Idaho.  He  will  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Upper  Claar 
church  near  Altoona,  Pa.,  about  the  middle  of  October, 
and  is  available  for  other  evangelistic  engagements.  His 
address  until  Aug.  15  is  343  Third  Ave.,  North,  Twin 
Falls,  Idaho.  After  that  date,  Pottstown,  Pa.  Bro.  E.  L. 
Ikenberry,  recently  returned  from  China,  will  take  up 
the  work  at  Twin  Falls. 
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The  prayers  of  the  people  of  the  church  are  asked  in 
behalf  of  Sister  S.  B.  Broughman  of  Buchanan,  Va.,  that 
she  may  be  restored  to  health  and  to  the  service  of  the 

church. 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Elizabeihiown  College  has  placed  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger in  debt  to  it  by  furnishing  our  files  with  a  copy  of 
its  newest  catalog. 

The  newly-built  Kaskaskia  Church  of  the  Brethren  of 
Southern  Illinois  will  be  dedicated  on  Sunday,  August  3. 
An  all-day  meeting  with  a  basket  dinner  will  be  held. 
This  notice  is  your  invitation  to  share  in  the  day's  activ- 
ities. 

"Serenely,  not  seriously."  See  June  28,  page  11,  col- 
umn 1,  line  2.  What  Lucile  Long  really  tried  to  say 
was:  "We  might  accept  more  serenely  and  less  fear- 
fully the  way  life  takes  from  us  the  things  that  we 
prize."     Sorry. 

Former  members  and  friends  of  the  Union  church,  5V2 
miles  west  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  will  have  an  all-day  home- 
coming with  a  basket  dinner  at  one  o'clock,  Sunday, 
July  20,  daylight  saving  time.  Bro.  Edward  Frantz  of 
Elgin  will  be  the  speaker  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

The  Women's  Summer  Conference  of  First  Virginia 
will  be  held  at  First  church,  Roanoke,  July  24,  10:30  A. 
M.  It  is  an  all-day  meeting  with  basket  lunch  at  noon. 
Among  the  features  of  interest  will  be  an  address  by 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Johnson,  Baptist  missionary  to  China,  and  a 
report  of  the  Annual  Conference  delegates. 

The  district  women's  work  conference  of  Southern 
Ohio  will  be  held  at  the  Ft.  McKinley  church  on  July  16, 
beginning  at  9:00  o'clock.  Sister  Laura  Shock  will  speak 
on  both  the  forenoon  and  the  afternoon  program,  and 
several  other  very  interesting  features  are  planned  for 
the  day's  program.  A  welcome  is  extended  not  only  to 
all  women  in  the  district  but  to  others  who  may  be  in- 
terested. 

The  Ministers'  Retreat  of  Northeastern  Ohio  will  be 
held  at  Camp  Zion,  July  14-18.  A  promising  program  of 
inspiration,  worship,  study  and  fellowship  has  been  ar- 
ranged. Assisting  the  district  leaders  in  the  program 
will  be  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and 
Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  Meals  and 
lodging  may  be  secured  at  reasonable  prices.  While  the 
retreat  is  arranged  primarily  to  help  ministers  work 
more  effectively,  a  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  Sun- 
day-school superintendents,  teachers  and  other  Christian 
workers. 

The  Regional  Bible  Conference  and  Training  School 
known  as  the  Harmony  Assembly  will  be  held  at  Camp 
Harmony,  Pa.,  Monday  evening,  July  21,  to  Sunday  eve- 
ning, July  27.  The  daily  schedule  consists  of  confer- 
ences for  ministers  and  men,  for  women,  for  young  peo- 
ple and  for  children;  a  devotional  message;  a  Bible  hour 
by  Dr.  John  S.  Flory;  an  expository  sermon.  Our  Breth- 
ren Heritage  will  be  a  conference  period  in  charge  of 
Bro.  Flory.  There  will  be  a  message  daily  by  Mission- 
ary Ida  C.  Shumaker,  vespers,  and  an  evening  sermon. 
Bro.  Wang  Tung  will  speak  Saturday  evening  on  China's 
Trek  to  the  West,  also  on  Friday  and  Sunday.  At  the 
worship  service  Sunday  morning  Sister  Shumaker  will 
bring  the  message.  The  afternoon  will  be  observed  as 
fhe  eighteenth  anniversary  of  Camp  Harmony.  Dr.  C. 
C.  Ellis  will  speak,  also  in  the  evening.  The  Lewistown 
male  chorus  will  furnish  special  music  for  the  day.  The 
program  is  built  for  all  ages. 


Dual  Programs 

The  brotherhood  is  engaged  in  two  great  programs  of 
work.  The  one  is  known  as  the  Conference  Budget, 
which  includes  missionary,  educational  and  ministerial 
work,  such  as  is  assigned  to  the  General  Boards  of  the 
church;  the  other  is  the  Brethren  Service  program,  in- 
cluding Civilian  Public  Service  camps  and  all  phases  of 
war  relief,  including  some  peace  education.  The  broth- 
erhood's response  to  the  financial  need  is  as  follows: 

Four  Months:   March- April-May- June 
Year  Conference  Budget        Brethren  Service 

1939  $64,794  $  9,766 

1940  69,663  6,843 

1941  71,681  48,876 

Conference  Budget  giving  shows  a  gain  of  $2,018  for 
the  four  months  this  year  over  the  corresponding  four 
months  last  year;  Brethren  Service  giving  shows  a  gain 
of  $42,033  for  the  corresponding  period.  As  the  Breth- 
ren Service  program  is  greatly  expanded,  it  is  logical 
for  the  support  to  be  much  greater  than  a  year  ago. 

1940  Total    Conference    Budget    and    Brethren 
Service  Giving,  4  months,   March  through 

June    $  76,506 

1941  Total    Conference    Budget    and    Brethren 
Service  Giving,  4  months,  March  through 

June    120,558 

Total  increase  in  giving   44,052 

The  La  Verne  Conference,  facing  the  responsibilities 
of  our  church  in  a  day  like  this,  authorized,  with  great 
earnestness,  our  total  general  program,  including  all 
that  is  in  the  Conference  Budget  and  all  work  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  While  these  two  areas  of 
work  are  set  up  as  two  separate  budgets,  they  are  really 
one  and  churches  are  urged  to  give  adequate  support  to 
both,  raising  the  proportionate  need  for  each.  The 
Brethren  Service  program  calls  for  $2.00  per  member 
for  the  fourteen-month  period  beginning  January  1, 
1941,  and  extending  to  February  28,  1942.  The  $2.00 
goal  had  been  set  forth  following  the  December  1940 
special  Standing  Committee  meeting  in  Chicago  and  the 
accounting  toward  this  goal  commenced  with  January  1, 
1941. 

The  Conference  Budget  for  the  year  ending  February 
28,  1942,  is  as  follows: 

General    Mission    Board     $165,000 

Board    of    Christian    Education    19,250 

General    Ministerial    Board     6,750 

General    Education     Board 1.500 

Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    26,500 

Ministerial  and  Missionary   Service   Fund    ....  14,000 

Missionary   Service  Loan  Fund    2,000 

$235,000 

For  economy  and  efficiency  the  regular  workers  at 
Elgin  will  be  promoting  both  programs  of  work.  The 
General  Mission  Board  treasurer  is  authorized  to  re- 
ceive funds  for  both  budgets.  All  treasurers  and  indi- 
viduals, in  sending  money,  should  indicate  the  purpose 
of  the  money — whether  to  be  for  Conference  Budget 
or  Brethren  Service.  When  Bro.  Clyde  M.  Culp, 
treasurer,  receives  funds  with  no  designation  as  to  their 
purpose,  such  money  is  placed  in  the  Conference  Budget 
Fund.  Donors  always  have  the  privilege  of  designating 
money  for  any  mission  field  or  general  board,  for  relief, 
Civilian  Public  Service,  or  any  other  phase  of  the  gen- 
eral program.     Such  designation  is  strictly  honored. 

(Continued  on  Page  21) 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Building  With  Christ 

(Theme  for  the  Year  1941-42) 

"For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  which  is 
laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ"  (1  Cor.  3:11). 

The  church  theme  for  the  year  1941-1942  is  Building  With 
Christ.  At  the  La  Verne  Conference,  this  theme  was  introduced 
with  the  hope  that  during  the  coming  year  this  message  might 
penetrate  every  phase  of  the  church's  thinking  and  planning.  Je- 
sus Christ  is  the  foundation  rock  upon  which  the  church  is  reared. 


Church  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ  is  the  brotherhood  theme  for 
the  church  year  of  1941-1942.  Figuratively  speaking, 
this  is  the  thought  and  purpose  which  should  be  built 
into  every  brick,  every  stone,  mixed  through  the  cement 
and  used  in  the  handling  of  the  tools.  The  purpose,  to 
build  with  Christ,  should  dominate  our  church's  en- 
deavor throughout  the  coming  year.  The  theme  has  been 
presented  at  the  La  Verne  Annual  Conference;  then  be- 
ginning in  September  it  will  become  the  background 
thought  for  all  the  endeavor  of  the  church  during  the 
year. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  chief  cornerstone,  and  we,  the 
members  of  his  church,  are  the  living  stones  which 
should  be  fitly  framed  together  into  the  holy  temple  of 
the  Lord. 

The  Bible  in  various  places  presents  pictures  of  build- 
ing. In  various  figures  the  idea  is  made  clear  that  those 
who  serve  Christ  are  builders  and  the  material  from 
which  buildings  are  made.  Ephesians  2:20,  21:  "Jesus 
Christ  himself  being  the  chief  cornerstone;  in  whom  all 
the  building  fitly  framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord."  The  stone  which  the  builders  re- 
jected, the  same  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner  (Luke 
20:17;  Acts  4:11;  1  Peter  2:7).  "Ye  also  as  living  stones 
are  built  up  a  spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood,  to  of- 
fer up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus 
Christ"  (1  Peter  2:5).  "My  tabernacle  also  shall  be  with 
them;  yea,  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my 
people"  (Ezek.  37:27).  Rev.  21:9-27  gives  a  picture  of 
the  great  city  with  walls  of  jasper,  great  and  high,  and 
twelve  gates  with  twelve  foundations;  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty and  the  Lamb  are  the  temple  of  it. 

The  grand  hymn,  We  Would  Be  Building,  clearly  por- 
trays the  work  that  is  placed  before  every  Christian 
believer.  This  hymn  will  be  the  theme  hymn  of  the 
year,  and  along  with  it  should  be  used  the  other  mag- 
nificent song,  A  New  World.  Both  of  these  hymns  not 
only  state  that  the  Christian  needs  to  be  building,  but 
they  present  a  clearly  outlined  form  of  the  kind  of  ma- 
terial which  must  be  used,  the  kind  of  buildings  which 
must  be  erected  and  the  type  of  men  and  women  needed 
to  do  this  work. 

Constructive  work  is  needed  in  every  phase  of  the 
church's  program.  The  church's  program  is  a  world 
task.  The  very  principles  that  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
Christianity  are  assaulted  by  titanic  forces.  The  foun- 
dation principles  of  righteousness  must  be  laid  anew 
upon  the  teaching  of  the  apostle  and  the  prophets  with 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  chief  cornerstone. 


This  year's  theme  should  impel  our  church,  which  in- 
cludes every  one  of  our  1,047  local  churches  and  every 
one  of  our  200,000  members  the  world  over,  to  think  and 
work  in  terms  of  building  with  Jesus  Christ  the  prin- 
ciples of  his  kingdom  into  the  life  of  the  world.  Build- 
ing with  Christ  is  a  mighty  challenge  to  our  church  in 
behalf  of  this  torn  and  wrecked  world  of  1941-1942. 


A  New  World 

This  new  song  was  designated  the  Conference  hymn  for  this 
year  and  so  used  at  La  Verne.  The  tune  is  the  same  as  for  the 
Spacious  Firmament  on  High,  Number  88  in  the  Hymnal,  Church 
of  the  Brethren. 

Come  forth,  ye  men  of  every  race  and  nation! 

We  are  making  God's  new  world  for  all  the  sons  of  men: 

Our  hearts  unite  in  daring  expectation, 

For  the  matchless  Lord  of  Life  doth  tread  this  earth 

again. 
Behold,  He  comes  as  first  He  came 

To  write  upon  the  hearts  of  men  in  words  of  living  flame 
His  Spirit  of  heroic  love, 
That   one   redemptive   purpose   through    this   age   may 

move! 

Awake,  O  sons  of  privilege  and  power, 

For  the  dispossessed  of  earth  to  God  for  justice  cry! 

Let  eager  hands  restore  their  rightful  dower, 

Lest  the  clamor  of  our  greed  His  Providence  deny. 

The  last,  the  least,  the  lost  are  ours; 

To  their  emancipation  we  devote  our  ardent  powers. 

While  they  are  bound,  can  we  be  free? 

The  knights  of  service  choose  the  nobler  liberty. 

We  build  a  world  of  justice  fired  with  love, 

Where  the  common  good  inspires  the  deep  concern  of 
all; 

Where  Christly  spirits  through  our  markets  move, 

And  all  our  councils  own  His  Kingdom's  sovereign  call: 

A  world  of  truth,  a  world  of  good, 

A  world  where  beauty's  symphony  is  crowned  in  broth- 
erhood: 

For  this  we  live,  for  this  we  die, 

And  blending  strength  with  Strength  Divine,  we  bring 
it  nigh. 

Though  ruthless  power  may  wield  its  weapons  gory, 
We  hold  ourselves  for  Thee  all  loyalties  above. 
Though  storms  of  hate  may  rage  in  empty  glory, 
In  the  splendor  of  the  Dawn  we  see  Thy  cross  of  love. 
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With  healing  rays  it  gleams  afar, 

And  'radiates   its   deathless   hope  from  star  to  naming 

star. 
We  march  with  Thee  where  martyrs  trod, 
Till  all  the  sons  of  men  become  the  sons  of  God. 

— Jay  Holmes  Smith 
Used   by   permission 


We  Would  Be  Building 

We  would  be  building;  temples  still  undone 
O'er  crumbling  walls  their  crosses  scarcely  lift; 
Waiting  till  love  can  raise  the  broken  stone, 
And  hearts  creative  bridge  the  human  rift; 
We  would  be  building;  Master,  let  thy  plan 
Reveal  the  life  that  God  would  give  to  man. 

Teach  us  to  build;  upon  the  solid  rock 

We  set  the  dream  that  hardens  into  deed, 

Ribbed  with  the  steel  that  time  and  change  doth  mock, 

The  unfailing  purpose  of  our  noblest  creed; 

Teach  us  to  build;  O  Master,  lend  us  sight 

To  see  the  towers  gleaming  in  the  light. 

O  keep  us  building,  Master;  may  our  hands 
Ne'er  falter  when  the  dream  is  in  our  hearts. 
When  to  our  ears  there  come  divine  commands 
And  all  the  pride  of  sinful  will  departs; 
We  build  with  thee;  O  grant  enduring  worth 
Until  the  heavenly  kingdom  comes  on  earth. 


-Purd  E.  Deitz. 


Used  by  permission 


Psalm  for  All  Builders 

Which  of  you,  intending  to  build, 

Counts  not  first  the  cost, 

Whether  there  is  sufficient  to  finish? 

And  this  the  good  man  does 

Lest  when  the  foundation  is  laid 

One  be  unable  to  proceed, 

And  others  begin  to  mock.  (Luke  14:28,  29) 


Woe  to  him  who  builds 
A  town  with  blood 
Or  a  city  by  iniquity! 


(Hab.  2:12) 


Through  wisdom  is  a  house  builded, 
By  understanding  established; 
By  knowledge  are  the  chambers  filled 
With  all  precious  and  pleasant  riches. 

(Prov.  24:3,  4) 


Judgment  will  lay  to  the  line 
And  righteousness  to  the  plummet. 


(Isa.  28:17) 


A  certain  rich  man  decided 

To  pull  down  his  barns  and  build  greater, 

And  there  to  store  much  goods, 

Planning  to  feast  through  the  years; 

But  God  said  unto  him, 

"Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul 

Shall  be  required  of  thee."  (Luke  12:16-20) 

As  a  wise  master  builder  .  .  . 

Let  every  man  build  upon  the  true  foundation  .  . 

Which  is  Christ  Jesus.  (1  Cor.  3:10,  11) 


One  man  built  his  house  upon  a  rock, 

Another  upon  the  sand. 

Now  when  the  rain  descended, 

And  the  floods  came, 

And  the  winds  blew, 

Braking  upon  the  twain  .  .  . 

The  first  stood  secure  on  the  rock; 

But  the  house  upon  the  sand  was  smitten, 

And  great  was  the  fall  of  it. 

(Matt.  7:24-27) 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Wisdom's  Way  in  Self-Control 
Scripture:     Prov.  16:14-32 

Sunday,  July  27 

I.  The  Problem  of  Self-Control 

1.  People  are  scarce  who  do  not  lose  control  of  them- 
selves on  occasion. 

2.  Some  people  are  ruined  by  their  utter  lack  of  self- 
control.  With  or  without  occasion  they  bluster  and  stir 
up  dust  like  a  blast  of  wind,  while  others  shut  their  eyes 
and  hold  their  breath. 

3.  The  most  disagreeable  people  are  those  who  cannot 
or  will  not  control  themselves. 

4.  Self-control  is  at  the  root  of  all  virtues.  Giving 
rein  to  impulses  and  passions  reduces  man  to  the  level 
of  animals. 

5.  Apparently  there  has  been  a  lack  in  teaching  dis- 
cipline and  self-control  in  our  generation. 

6.  A  strong  temper  is  not  necessarily  a  bad  temper, 
but  the  stronger  the  temper  the  greater  the  need  of 
self-control.  Strong  temper  plus  self-control  makes  for 
strength  of  character. 

II.  What  Can  Christians  Do  to  Develop  Self-control? 

1.  Read  Prov.  16:24-32;  Eph.  6:10-18. 

2.  Develop  within  one's  self  a  Christlike  self-respect. 
Without  it  there  can  be  no  self-control. 

3.  Teach  the  child  very  early  the  meaning  of  "no."  He 
should  be  taught  there  are  some  desires  and  passions 
that  cannot  be  gratified. 

4.  Self-control  should  be  made  a  well-defined  pur- 
pose and  habit  of  life.    It  may  help  in  time  of  strain. 

5.  Passionate  energy  may  be  controlled  best  by  sub- 
stituting a  worthy  outlet. 

6.  The  price  of  self-control  is  eternal  vigilance  plus 
the  help  of  God. 

III.  What  will  you  do  as  a  group  or  singly  to  develop 
self-control  within  yourself  and  others? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


We're  Going  Home  Tomorrow 

On  Sunday,  May  11,  or  Mother's  Day,  I  visited  my 
mother's  grave.  I  also  visited  a  short  time  with  my  old 
friend  and  fellow  Christian,  Bro.  A.  D.  Hetrick.  In  the 
course  of  our  conversation  I  learned  that  the  old  home 
church  was  without  a  pastor  and  Bro.  Hetrick  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  visit  them  sometime  and  preach  for  them. 
So  we  arranged  tentatively  for  Sunday,  May  25.  Ac- 
cordingly I  visited  the  old  church  at  Redbank  in  Arm- 
strong County,  Pennsylvania. 

Here  my  father  and  mother  were  baptized  and  held 
their  membership.  In  the  fall  of  1885,  the  writer,  their 
oldest  child,  was  baptized  by  Eld.  Louis  Kimmel  and 
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was  accepted  into  membership  with  the  visible  body  of 
Christ.  So  after  nearly  fifty-six  years  it  was  a  pleasant 
task  to  go  there  and  proclaim  the  word  of  my  Master 
and  renew  old  acquaintances. 

After  services  as  I  stood  at  the  door  of  the  house  of 
worship  and  inquired  of  a  cousin  of  mine  about  his  fam- 
ily, his  voice  broke  as  he  introduced  me  to  his  daughter 
and  said,  "This  is  all  that  I  have  left;  the  others  are  all 
in  glory."  That  was  a  sad,  sweet' moment  for  both  of 
us.  Our  hearts  swelled,  and  our  eyes  filled  with  grief 
and  happiness,  for  we  had  in  common  the  experience 
spoken  of  by  Paul:  "I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ig- 
norant, brethren,  concerning  them  which  are  asleep, 
that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope." 

Within  possibly  two  hundred  yards  of  where  we  stood 
our  grand  sire  sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  just.  One  of  his 
sons  testified  of  his  father  thus:  "The  Bible  was  the  Book 
of  his  life.  He  lived  by  its  precepts.  No  man  ever  accused 
him  of  short  weight  or  measure."  What  was  known  as 
gospel  measure  was  a  common  practice  of  the  family. 
Our  grandfather  gave  three  sons  to  the  Christian  min- 
istry in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  or  Tunker  faith. 

All  these  I  have  heard  pray  and  sing  the  songs  of  the 
redeemed  within  the  walls  of  the  old  building  that 
stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  house  of  worship.  So 
cousin  and  I  stood  with  uncovered  heads  before  the 
sanctuary  of  God — our  sorrows  joy,  and  faith  a  common 
heritage. 

His  father,  mother,  some  brothers  and  sisters,  his  wife 
and  other  loved  ones  sleep  the  sleep  of  the  faithful.  My 
mother's  remains  lie  in  this  cemetery  with  many  of  her 
father's  family.  These  all  left  this  world  in  the  faith. 
Truly  a  godly  heritage  they  have  left  us.  May  we  be  in 
some  small  way  worthy  of  the  favor  of  God  thus  com- 
mitted to  us. 

This  seems  to  be  an  upstanding  spiritual  congregation 
with  a  fine  group  of  young  people  who  need  the  care  of 
a  shepherd.  May  some  Isaiah  hear  the  call  and  answer, 
"Here  am  I.  Send  me."  The  counsel  of  the  Master  is 
pertinent:  "Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he 
may  send  forth  labourers  into  his  vineyard." 

Vandergrift,  Pa.  Samuel  H.  Buzard. 


"  '*    .  ( 
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The  Pacific  Brethren  Mission 

The  Pacific  Brethren  Mission,  modeled  somewhat  aft- 
er other  preaching  missions,  will  visit  the  districts  of  the 
Western  Region  following  the  La  Verne  Annual  Confer- 
ence. The  purpose  of  the  mis- 
sion is  to  share  in  Christian  fel- 
lowship and  understanding. 
Congregations  not  visited  are 
urged  to  join  with  near-by 
churches  in  the  inspiration  of 
this  consecrated  mission. 

The  visiting  team  is  composed 
of  five,  as  follows:  Bro.  William 
Beahm  and  wife,  who  spent  sev- 
eral years  on  our  Africa  mission 
field,  but  who  are  now  con- 
nected with  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  Chicago;  Bro.  C.  Ern- 
est Davis,  president  of  La  Verne 
College   and   moderator   of   this 

year's  Annual  Conference;  Brother  and  Sister  Leland  S. 

Brubaker,  who  have  served  as  missionaries  to  China,  in 


LELAND  S.  BRUBAKER 

Secretary-Elect  of  the 

General    Mission    Board 


the  pastorate,  and  in  young  people's  work.  Bro.  Bru- 
baker will  become  secretary  of  the  General  Mission 
Board  this  fall,  beginning  Sept.  1. 

The  places  and  dates  of  the  meetings  to  be  held  by 
the  Pacific  Brethren  Mission  were  planned  to  follow  the 
schedule  given  herewith.  Some  of  the  meetings  will 
have  taken  place  before  this  notice  can  appear,  but  the 
complete  listing  will  be  of  interest. 

Meetings  in  California:  McFarland,  June  26;  Fresno,. 
June  27;  Empire,  June  29;  Live  Oak,  June  30. 

Meetings  in  Oregon:  Grants  Pass,  July  1;  Myrtle 
Point,  July  2;  Portland,  July  3. 

Meetings  in  Washington:  Olympia,  July  4;  Yakima, 
July  5;  Wenatchee,  July  6;  Ellisforde,  July  7. 

Meeting  in  Canada:  Bow  Valley  and  Irricana,  July  9 
and  following. 

Meeting  in  Montana:    Whitefish,  July  15. 

Meetings  in  Idaho:  Twin  Falls,  July  17;  Fruitland, 
July  18;  Nampa,  July  19  and  20. 

Information  concerning  the  Pacific  Brethren  Mission 
may  be  secured  from  the  undersigned. 

La  Verne,  Calif.  Edgar  Rothrock. 


Elder  Charles  Wesley  Davis 

Elder  Charles  Wesley  Davis,  son  of  Rev.  Christian  S. 
and  Christenia  Metzger  Davis,  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  Ind.,  July  14,  1855,  and  departed  this  life  at 
Live  Oak,  Calif.,  May  17,  1941. 

He  received  a  limited  formal  education  in  the  coun- 


try schools  of  that  day  and  a  broad  training  in  the  typ- 
ical experiences  of  frontier  life.  He  liked  music  and  as 
a  young  man  was  a  creditable  performer  upon  the  fife 
and  violin.  The  hymn^  of  the  church  were  a  great  joy 
to  him. 

On  Feb.  28,  1878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lin- 
nie  L.  Worster,  who  passed  away  March  5.  1893.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  children:  Omar  L.  Davis  of 
Muncie,  Ind.;  Maude  Murrell,  who  died  in  1919;  and 
C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne,  Calif. 

With  his  wife  he  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  the  Mississinewa  church  in  Indiana,  Oct.  9,  1879.  He 
was  elected  to  the  ministry  by  the  Camden,  now  the 
Hickory  Grove  church,  in  Blackford  County,  Ind.,  in  May 
1885.  In  April  1898  he  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  in 
the  Crowson  church,  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.     During 
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his  fifty-six  years  in  the  ministry  he  labored  in  the 
churches  in  Indiana  and  Tennessee;  at  Montalba,  Texas; 
and  in  the  Live  Oak  and  Chico  churches  of  Northern 
California.  He  was  active  in  his  ministry  until  the  close 
of  his  life,  in  recent  years  preaching  a  sermon  or  two 
annually  on  or  about  his  birthday.  On  these  occasions 
he  manifested  considerable  vigor  and  the  results  of  care- 
ful thought.  Although  of  the  older  generation  he  was 
an  active  supporter  of  the  young  men  who  were  pastors 
of  the  local  congregation  and  was  much  interested  in 
the  world  program  of  the  church. 

In  January  1888  he  moved  with  his  family  from  Indi- 
ana to  west  Tennessee,  near  McKenzie.  Here  he  be- 
gan preaching  and  did  the  pioneer  work  that  led  to  the 
organization  of  the  Good  Hope  church  by  Eld.  George 
C.  Bowman  of  east  Tennessee. 

For  reasons  of  health  he  moved  to  Lawrence  County 
in  middle  Tennessee  in  the  fall  of  1892.  Here  again  he 
began  preaching  in  the  community.  The  work  he 
started  and  continued  through  the  years  led  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Crowson  church  and  later  the  Lone 
Star  church.  It  was  here  that,  following  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  he  married  Mary  L.  Rice,  Aug.  19,  1894. 
To  this  union  the  following  children  were  born:  Sarah 
C.  Ott  of  Gridley,  Calif.;  Christian  Simeon  Davis  of 
Anaheim,  Calif.;  Joseph  M.  Davis  of  Pomona,  Calif.;  and 
Alice  Ott  of  Gridley,  Calif. 

Following  the  death  of  his  second  wife  and  at  her  re- 
quest, he  came  to  California  with  his  four  younger  chil- 
dren,  stopping   en   route   at   Montalba,   Texas,   for  ten 


Dual  Programs 

(Continued  From   Page   17) 

At  the  La  Verne  Conference,  announcement  was 
made  that  the  Conference  Offering  was  quite  a  bit 
larger  than  last  year.  The  months  of  March,  April  and 
May  had  yielded  less  money  this  year  than  last  and  so 
the  total  increase  in  Conference  Budget  giving,  March 
through  June,  is  only  $2,018. 

Because  of  troubled  world  conditions  and  difficulties 
in  carrying  on  mission  work,  some  people  think  mission 
funds  are  not  needed.  This  is  an  erroneous  view,  for  the 
Mission  Board  has  no  intention  of  discontinuing  work, 
but  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties  and  increased  costs 
of  operation,  is  carrying  on  and  three  new  missionaries 
were  appointed  at  the  La  Verne  Conference.  These 
workers  are:  Miss  Mary  N.  Dadisman  for  China,  if  pos- 
sible, and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  K.  Cassell  for  Africa. 

We  urgently  ask  that  all  ministers,  Sunday-school 
superintendents,  teachers  of  classes  who  read  this  inter- 
pretation of  the  general  brotherhood  program  should 
clarify  the  facts  to  your  members  and  challenge  them 
with  continued  faithful  stewardship  in  giving.  The  use 
of  Brethren  Service  cups  to  receive  a  coin  a  meal  on 
our  family  tables,  the  money  to  be  brought  in  to  the 
local  church  once  a  month,  is  urged.  While  world  hu- 
manity suffers  war,  we  must  make  sacrifice  for  building 
peace.  The  support  of  missions  through  the  Conference 
Budget  by  methods  you  already  have  or  by  improved 
methods  is  urged  as  a  continuous  process  in  every  con- 
gregation. The  Brethren  Service  work  is  abnormal  and 
a  crisis  program;  the  Conference  Budget  is  the  regular, 
normal,  evangelistic-educational  work.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  true  to  her  Lord,  must  fulfill  both. 

H.  S.  M. 


months.  In  October  1913  they  arrived  at  Live  Oak, 
Calif.,  which  has  since  been  the  family  home. 

On  Aug.  28,  1921,  he  was  married  to  Julia  Ann  Bru- 
baker,  who  survives  him  along  with  the  six  children 
mentioned  above,  nineteen  grandchildren,  and  a  great- 
grandson. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Live  Oak 
church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Paul  Daugherty,  assisted 
by  Eld.  W.  R.  Brubaker.  Interment  was  in  the  Live 
Oak  cemetery.  Thus  there  came  to  a  triumphant  close 
another  of  that  great  company  of  Brethren  ministers 
who  tilled  the  soil,  reared  families,  and  preached  the 
gospel— all  to  the  glory  of  God. 

La  Verne,  Calif.  C.  Ernest  Davis. 


Suggestions  for  Contributors  to  Brethren  Publications 

1.  All  manuscripts  submitted  to  the  editorial  offices- 
should  be  typed  if  possible,  double  spaced  with  gener- 
ous margins.  If  you  send  handwritten  manuscript,  be 
sure  the  writing  is  legible  and  the  manuscript  neat.  Use 
a  good  quality  of  paper. 

2.  Reread  your  manuscript  slowly  and  carefully  (pref- 
erably aloud)  at  least  once  or  twice,  watching  for  errors 
in  spelling,  grammar,  punctuation  or  fact. 

3.  Webster's  New  International  Dictionary,  Una- 
bridged, is  used  by  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  as 
our  standard  for  such  matters  as  spelling,  compounding 
and  hyphenation.  If  you  can  prepare  your  manuscript 
according  to  Webster's  usage  it  will  save  us  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  editing. 

4.  Keep  a  duplicate  copy  of  your  manuscript  and  check 
it  against  your  contribution  as  it  appears  in  print. 
Study  the  House's  accepted  forms  and  try  to  make  your 
manuscript  conform  to  them.  Observe  that  the  forms 
vary  somewhat  with  our  different  publications. 

5.  Be  certain  that  all  quoted  matter  is  identified  as  to 
title  and  author  and  that  it  is  copied  correctly.  Be  sure 
whether  matter  quoted  is  copyrighted,  and  if  it  is,  make 
arrangements  with  our  editorial  offices  to  secure  per- 
mission to  use  it.  The  writer  and  publisher  are  liable 
to  legal  penalties  for  the  unauthorized  use  of  copyrighted 
material. 

6.  Quote  all  Scripture  passages  accurately  and  identi- 
fy them.  We  do  not  advise  the  quoting  of  modern  trans- 
lations, because  of  the  copyrights. 

7.  Practice  "economy  of  words."  Be  as  concise  as 
possible. 

8.  Keep  in  mind  the  age  and  intellectual  advancement 
of  the  readers  for  whom  your  contribution  is  intended. 

9.  If  your  contribution  is  of  a  seasonal  nature,  allow 
ample  time  (six  weeks  to  three  months,  depending  on  the 
publication)  for  it  to  get  into  print.  Otherwise  it  may 
have  to  be  held  over  for  a  year. 

10.  If  your  are  a  stated  contributor,  observe  rigidly 
your  time  schedule. 

11.  The  content  of  all  writing  should  be  consistent 
with  Christian  dignity. 

12.  In  reporting  events  of  a  local  nature  be  sure  names; 
are  correctly  spelled  and  dates  correctly  given.  We  can- 
not possibly  know  what  is  correct  in  all  of  these  details. 

13.  Address  all  communications  to  the  publication 
concerned  rather  than  to  some  individual  who  may  be 
away  at  the  time  they  should  have  attention.  Extra 
handling  and  possible  delay  may  thus  be  avoided. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Lau-Kliiz. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  parsonage  of  the  Wood- 
berry  church,  Baltimore,  May  24,  1941,  Wilson  B.  Lau  and  Marie 
E.  Klitz,  both  of  Baltimore,  Md  —  C.  H.  Hinegardner,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Messamer-Royer. — In  the  Panther  Creek  church,  Iowa,  May  21, 
1941,  Maurice  Messamer  of  Perry,  Iowa,  and  Darlene  Royer  of 
Linden,  Iowa,  by  the  undersigned. — O.  E.  Messamer,  Wiley,  Colo. 

Nuckles-Bailey.— At  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  June  10,  1941,  Kenneth  Russell  Nuckles  of  Glen- 
dale,  Calif.,  and  Zola  Rowena  Bailey  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  by 
the  undersigned. — Fred  A.   Flora,   Los  Angeles,   Calif. 

Prosise-Cripps.— Robert  Glen  Prosise  of  Kell,  111.,  and  Katy 
Cripps  of  Salem,  111.,  in  the  Romine  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Salem,  111.,  June  15,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— Dolar  Ritchey, 
Lawrenceville,  111. 

Ray-Bradford. — By  the  undersigned,  at  Ellicott  City,  Md., 
June  9,  1941,  Arthur  Carroll  Ray  and  Bernice  Bradford,  both  of 
Baltimore  City,  Md. — F.  D.  Anthony,  Baltimore,  Md. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP    E 


Bigler,  Mrs.  Emma,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  B.  and  H.  E.  Felix, 
was  born  near  Pyrmont,  Ind.,  Oct.  22,  1872,  and  passed  away  on 
June  1,  1941,  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.  On  May  30,  1891,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Charles  Neyhart.  To  this  union  twelve  children 
were  born.  Three  daughters  and  her  husband  preceded  her  in 
death.  In  1893  she,  with  her  husband  and  one  son,  emigrated  to 
Door  County,  where  they  lived  until  1899  when  they  came  to  the 
Stanley  country  to  reside;  here  her  husband  passed  away  in  1913. 
On  May  5,  1915,  she  married  Anton  Muenzel,  and  one  son  was 
born  to  this  union.  Mr.  Muenzel  died  in  1918,  after  which  she 
moved  to  Indiana.  There  on  June  3,  1923,  she  married  Fred 
Bigler,  who  died  in  1925.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  childhood,  but  of  late  years  while  she  lived 
in  Oshkosh  she  was  isolated  from  the  church  and  was  affiliated 
with  the  Free  Methodist  Church  at  the  time  of  her  passing. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss  four  sons,  six  daughters,  two  broth- 
ers and  four  sisters.  Burial  was  in  the  Worden  cemetery  by  the 
side  of  her  first  husband.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Worden  church  by  Bro.  Lewis  Hyde. — Mrs.  Jacob  Winkler,  Stan- 
ley,  Wis. 

Cohn,  Millie  Ann.  daughter  of  Robert  and  Rebecca  Pair,  was 
born  in  Carthage,  Mo.,  on  April  14,  1860,  and  departed  this  life 
in  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Modesto  on  June  6,  1941.  At  an 
early  age  she  moved  with  the  family  to  Virden,  111.  When  four- 
teen years  old  she  was  left  an  orphan  and  made  her  home  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Vaniman.  Millie  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  baptism  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
has  been  a  loyal  Christian  during  these  many  years.  It  was  her 
delight  to  be  in  the  church  services;  however,  during  the  past 
few  months  her  illness  had  confined  her  to  her  home.  Modesto 
had  been  her  place  of  residence  for  the  last  eleven  years.  She 
was  married  to  Emanuel  C.  Cohn  on  Jan.  11,  1879.  To  this  union 
were  born  six  children.  Her  husband  and  one  child  preceded 
her  in  death.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  four  sons,  one 
daughter,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchil- 
dren.— Paul   B.   Studebaker,   Modesto,   Calif. 

Garber.  Ira  Levi,  son  of  Jacob  W.  and  Susan  A.  Hamm  Garber, 
was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  Aug.  21,  1869.  He  died  May 
27,  1941,  in  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital,  in  which  he  had 
been  a  patient  for  many  months,  following  an  operation  on 
Aug.  12  for  appendicitis.  On  Dec.  21,  1893,  he  married  Cora  V. 
Byrd  of  Dayton,  Va.,  who  preceded  him  in  death  by  four  years. 
He  is  survived  by  three  brothers,  two  sisters  and  a  number  of 
nieces  and  nephews.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Middle  River 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  boyhood.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Middle  River  church  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Samuel  A. 
Harley,  assisted  by  Bro.  B.  B.  Garber.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery. — Bessie   H.  Diehl,   Staunton,  Va. 

Kendall,  Albert  Eugene,  son  of  Albert  Lee  and  Laura  Mae 
Kendall,  was  born  Nov.  22,  1927,  and  met  death  by  drowning 
in  the  bank-full,  swift-moving  Fort  Lyon  irrigation  canal  May 
16,  1941.  His  death  was  a  great  shock  to  the  entire  community. 
Although  the  canal  was  drained  and  hundreds  searched,  it  was 
twelve  hours  later  and  four  and  one-half  miles  from  where  he 
fell  in  that  the  body  was  found.  Although  only  thirteen  years 
of  age  Albert  had  already  made  a  contribution  to  the  highest 
and  best.  He  united  with  the  church  in  Dec.  1938  and  enjoyed 
living  the  Christian  life.  He  was  kind  and  thoughtful  beyond 
his  years,  an  honor  student  in  school,  helpful  in  the  home  and 
an  influence  for  good  among  his  associates.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Wiley  church  by  his  pastor,  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Merkel  of  the  Methodist  Church.— O.  E.  Messamer, 
Wiley,   Colo. 


Knisley,  Jacob,  son  of  David  and  Rebecca  Shuss  Knisley,  was 
born  July  27,  1873,  at  Tatesville,  Pa.,  and  peacefully  passed  to 
his  eternal  reward  at  his  home  near  Phillipsburg,  Ohio,  Feb.  11, 
1941.  He  came  with  his  parents  and  family  to  Ohio  when  a 
small  boy  and  grew  up  on  the  farm  near  Johnsville,  Ohio.  He 
followed  the  vocation  of  his  father  and  became  a  careful  and 
thorough  farmer.  On  Nov.  28,  1901,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Laura  Teeterand.  One  son  was  born  to  this  union.  They 
traveled  life's  pathway  happily  together,  sharing  the  joys  and 
problems  of  life.  About  forty  years  ago  he  gave  his  heart  to 
the  Master  and  lived  a  happy  and  exemplary  life  to  the  last.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor,  always  ready  to  help  those  less  fortunate 
than  he.  He  loved  his  home  and  bis  work.  He  bore  his  sick- 
ness with  great  patience,  and  hoped  to  regain  former  strength. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  and  wait,  his  faithful  companion,  one  son, 
three  grandchildren,  one  brother,  one  sister,  other  relatives  and 
many  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  late 
Bro.  C.  L.  Flory,  assisted  by  Brethren  E.  E.  Brumbaugh  and  J. 
H.  Bright.  Interment  was  in  the  Bethel  cemetery. — Mrs.  Chas. 
L.  Flory,  Union,   Ohio. 

Krider,  Jerry,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Krider,  was  born 
Dec.  24,  1857,  and  died  April  26,  1941.  His  first  wife,  Katie  Royer 
Krider,  died  Jan.  22,  1889.  To  that  union  were  born  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  To  a  second  marriage  was  born  another  son.  He 
united  with  the  Center  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Dec.  14,  1879, 
and  lived  an  ardent  Christian  life  until  death.  He  taught  the 
Sunday-school  class  for  aged  men  for  a  number  of  years  at  the 
Hartville  church.  He  loved  to  sing,  and  the  last  song  he  sang 
was  Oh,  How  I  Love  Jesus;  he  was  too  weak  to  finish  the  last 
chorus.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor  in 
the  Hartville  church  and  burial  was  in  the  Center  cemetery. — 
Ethel    Stickler,    Hartville,    Ohio. 

Lair,  Louella  Mohler,  was  born  Dec.  12,  1864,  in  Indiana  and 
died  May  19,  1941.  Her  husband  and  one  daughter  preceded  her 
in  death.  She  is  survived  by  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Sister  Lair 
was  always  a  very  friendly  and  happy  person,  even  when  she 
was  not  well.  We  will  all  miss  her.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Stephens  funeral  home  in  Scottville,  Mich.,  with  Rev. 
King  of  the  Methodist  Church  officiating. — Mrs.  Eliza  Blocher, 
Custer,   Mich. 

Ranck,  Caroline,  daughter  of  the  late  Christian  and  Mary 
Royer  Wenger,  was  born  May  22,  1850,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa. 
She  died  on  April  30,  1941.  Her  brother,  Abram  Wenger,  of 
Egypt,  Pa.,  died  just  seven  hours  later.  She  led  a  long  and 
useful  Christian  life.  She  was  a  young  woman  when  she  united 
with  the  Conestoga  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  and  her  hus- 
band had  a  love  feast  and  also  a  district  meeting  in  their  barn. 
They  were  some  of  the  leaders  who  helped  to  build  the  Bird-in- 
Hand  church  in  the  Conestoga  district.  Until  her  late  illness 
she  was  busy  with  her  needle.  She  enjoyed  reading  her  Bible, 
the  Messenger  and  other  religious  articles.  She  met  with  many 
disappointments  in  life,  but  one  of  her  favorite  verses  was,  "All 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  the  Lord"  (Ro- 
mans 8:28).  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  survive.  There  are  also  fifteen  grandchildren  and  six 
great-grandchildren.  Three  of  the  children  who  preceded  her 
died  of  diphtheria  within  one  week,  two  being  buried  in  one 
casket.  The  funeral  service,  which  was  largely  attended,  was 
conducted  by  Elders  Diller  Myer  and  R.  P.  Bucher,  whose  moth- 
er was  a  very  close  friend  of  Aunt  Caroline's,  as  she  was  called. 
She  was  buried  in  the  Stumptown  Mennonite  cemetery. — Anna 
W.  Gibbel,  Brunnersville,  Pa.,  June   14. 

Saxton,  William,  was  born  in  Marion  City,  Ohio,  Nov.  7,  1850, 
and  died  on  May  23,  1941.  He  married  Catherine  Ann  Coppes  on 
Oct.  11,  1874.  They  moved  to  Michigan  sixty  years  ago,  and 
forty-five  years  ago  they  moved  to  Custer,  Mich.,  where  they 
had  lived  since.  His  wife  and  four  small  children  preceded  him 
in  death.  He  leaves  four  daughters,  three  sons,  twenty-five 
grandchildren  and  seventeen  great-grandchildren.  He  joined 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  soon  after  he  was  married  in  Ohio. 
He  was  able  to  drive  his  car  until  a  few  weeks  before  his  death. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Sugar  Ridge  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Eld.  J.  E.  Ulrey  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  assisted  by  our 
summer  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe.  Burial  was  in  the  Custer 
cemetery. — Mrs.    Eliza    Blocher,    Custer,    Mich. 

Schranlz,  Alvin,  aged  seventy-five,  a  resident  of  Hartville  for 
thirty  years,  died  in  his  home  on  Oct.  24,  1940.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hartville  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Besides  his  widow 
he  is  survived  by  one  son,  one  grandson  and  a  half-sister.  Mr. 
Schrantz  was  a  pioneer  in  the  rubber  industry  in  Hartville,  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  that  industry  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Hartville  Church  of 
the  Brethren  with  Bro.  Clyde  Mulligan  in  charge,  and  burial  was 
made  in  the  Mt.  Peace  cemetery. — Ethel  Stickler,  Hartville,  Ohio. 

Shipley,  Virgie  Roberta,  was  born  at  Jonesboro.  Tenn.,  Aug.  4, 
1881.  After  a  year's  illness  she  took  her  departure  from  this  life 
at  her  home,  Ozark,  Mich.,  on  June  16,  1941.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mary  Lovegrove  of  Jonesboro,  Tenn.  At 
the  age  of  ten  she  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Her  membership  was  retained  in  the  New  Hope  congregation, 
Tenn.,  until  as  a  charter  member  she  transferred  her  certificate 
of  membership  to  the  Ozark  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  the 
local  church  was  organized  in  1926.  She  was  an  active  church 
worker.      She    was    united    in    marriage    to    Charles    Shipley    on 
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June  26,  1898,  at  Jonesboro,  Tenn.  To  this  union  were  born  seven 
daughters  and  three  sons.  In  1909  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shipley  with 
four  daughters  and  one  son  moved  to  Ozark,  Mich.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  departure  her  mother,  husband,  seven  daughters, 
three  sons,  a  sister  and  a  brother,  one  half-brother,  twenty-four 
grandchildren  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and  friends.  The 
relatives  wish  to  thank  all  who  gave  aid  in  the  hour  of  bereave- 
ment. Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  the  pastor,  Bro.  J.  E. 
Wells,  at  the  Ozark  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the 
church   cemetery. — Mrs.   J.   E.   Wells,   Trout  Lake,   Mich. 

Sieffy,  Susanna,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  A.  F. 
Andrews,  in  Hartville  on  Jan.  9,  1941,  aged  eighty-two  years.  She 
had  been  a  resident  of  Hartville  for  more  than  twenty  years  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Eden  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter,  one  son,  six  grandchildren,  two  great- 
grandchildren, two  sisters  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Hartville  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Breth- 
ren S.  S.  Shoemaker,  Elmer  Frick  and  Clyde  Mulligan  officiating. 
Burial  was  in  the  East  Nimishillen  cemetery. — Ethel  Stickler, 
Hartville,   Ohio. 

Vansickle,  Nora  Agnes,  was  born  Jan.  28,  1909,  and  died  May 
24,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lewis  C.  Vansickle  on 
June  24,  1928.  To  this  union  one  child  was  born,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  Her  husband,  father  and  many  friends  are  left  to 
mourn  her  loss.  She  never  made  any  religious  profession;  her 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Asher-Glade  church;  the  interment  was 
in  the  family  cemetery.  All  services  were  in  charge  of  the  un- 
dersigned.— B.    B.    Ludwick,    Markleysburg,   Pa. 

Wenger,  Abram  R.,  aged  eighty-five  years,  passed  away  on 
April  30,  1941,  at  Egypt,  Pa.  He  was  a  sister  to  Caroline  Wenger 
Ranck,  who  died  seven  hours  previous  to  his  passing.  He  had 
been  a  prison  keeper  in  Lancaster  for  eight  years.  Later  he 
moved  to  Montgomery  County  and  then  to  Lehigh  County,  where 
he  conducted  a  large  chicken  farm.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Minnie 
Hurst  Wenger,  and  four  children.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  his  pastor,  Rev.  Brendle.  He  was  buried  beside  his 
parents  in  the  Carpenter  cemetery,  Lancaster. — Anna  W.  Gibbel, 
Brunnerville,  Pa. 

Wesely,  Daniel  Charles,  died  June  6,  1941,  aged  fifty-two  years, 
seven  months  and  fifteen  days.  He  spent  nearly  all  his  life  near 
Salem,  111.,  where  he  passed  away.  Many  years  ago  he  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  old  Romine  church  in 
Southern  Illinois.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  three  chil- 
dren, one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  Romine  church  by  the  undersigned.  Burial  was  in 
the   cemetery  near   by. — Dolar  Ritchey,   Lawrenceville,   111. 

Yoder,  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Kauffman 
Yoder,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1848,  near  Mattawana,  Pa.,  and  died  at 
her  home  there  on  April  19,  1941.  She  was  stricken  with  a 
cerebral  hemmorhage  on  April  12  and  died  one  week  later  with- 
out gaining  consciousness.  She  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
five  sisters  and  two  brothers,  all  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death 
a  number  of  years  ago.  After  the  death  of  her  mother  and  the 
marriage  of  her  sisters,  she  kept  house  for  her  father  until  his 
death,  after  which  she  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  she  was 
matron  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  for  about  eighteen  years.  She  returned 
to  her  home  in  Mattawana  in  1905  and  remained  there  until  1924, 
when  she  went  to  Ligonier,  Ind.,  to  care  for  her  oldest  sister. 
She  came  back  to  her  home  in  1935  and  remained  there  until  her 
death.  She  outlived  all  of  her  generation,  but  is  survived  by  five 
nieces  and  nephews.  She  was  respected  and  loved  by  everyone 
and  was  known  to  all  as  Aunt  Sarah.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Pine  Glen  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  she 
was  a  lifelong  member,  by  Bro.  H.  W.  Hanawalt,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Lawrence  Ruble,  with  interment  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Mary  S.  Dunmire,  Mattawana,  Pa. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


Alabama 

Fruiidale. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Tuesday  evening, 
June  10.  The  possibilities  of  having  a  residing  pastor  were  dis- 
cussed. We  plan  to  have  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  during 
the  third  and  fourth  weeks  of  July.— Myrtle  Alice  Carpenter, 
Fruitdale,   Ala.,  June   17. 

California 

Paradise. — We  are  looking  forward  to  our  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  which  begins  June  29  with  Sister  June  Yearout  of 
Sunnyside,  Wash.,  as  evangelist.  The  meetings  will  be  held  out- 
side under  the  pines.  On  July  4  there  will  be  a  Sunday-school 
picnic  with  the  neighboring  churches  invited.  On  July  6  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  circuit  meeting  of  Northern  California  meets  with 
us.  On  May  17  our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  W.  Smith,  attended  the  mis- 
sion board  meeting  at  Raisin  City  and  presented  a  request  from 
our  members  for  an  official  organization.  On  June  25  dedication 
services  were  held,  dedicating  the  property  and  equipment,  most 
of  which  have  been  made  by  members.  An  attendance  record 
board  and  a  pair  of  collection  plates  made  by  one  of  our  high 
school   boys  are   things   of  beauty.     Following   Bro.   Smith's   ad- 


dress, Bro.  Arnie  Wright  of  Chico  gave  a  short  talk,  followed  by 
a  few  remarks  and  dedicatory  prayer  by  Bro.  William  Bashor  of 
Live  Oak.  After  the  services  a  picnic  was  enjoyed,  attended  by 
a  large  crowd. — Almazina  Sheeley,  Paradise,  Calif.,  June  10. 

Canada 
Bow  Valley. — We  observed  Palm  Sunday  with  a  special  service 
sponsored  by  the  Christian  Home  Builders'  class.  On  Easter 
Sunday  the  morning  service  was  conducted  by  our  pastor  and  a 
special  program  by  the  young  people  and  children  was  given  in 
the  evening.  Bro.  Harold  Michael  of  the  First  Irricana  church 
brought  us  the  morning  message  on  April  20.  We  observed 
Mother's  Day  with  a  program  and  special  service  and  by  giving 
every  mother  present  a  flower.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance 
has  been  increasing  all  spring.  It  was  decided  at  a  recent  busi- 
ness meeting  to  continue  with  our  present  pastor,  Sister  Grace 
Brubaker,  until  Sept.  1.  We  have  appreciated  very  much  her 
work  and  co-operation.  The  delegates  to  district  conference  are 
Chester  Armey,  S.  M.  Burger,  Grace  Brubaker,  and  Mrs.  Cawley. 
Thelma  Miller  is  our  Annual  Conference  delegate.  Plans  are 
going  forward  for  a  vacation  Bible  school  here  and  at  one  out- 
side point.  We  will  observe  Father's  Day  with  a  special  service. 
Four  young  men,  two  of  whom  were  Russian  Doukhobors,  were 
baptized  recently.  A  radio  gospel  team  was  with  us  on  Sunday, 
June  8.  Our  elder's  wife,  Sister  J.  H.  Brubaker,  passed  away 
about  a  month  ago,  and  Bro.  Brubaker  is  in  ill  health.  We  are 
looking  forward  with  much  interest  to  the  coming  of  the  deputa- 
tion team  from  Annual  Conference  in  July.  We  took  our  Con- 
ference Offering  on  June  1.  We  were  glad  to  have  Brother  and 
Sister  E.  C.  Bowman  and  son  from  Albany,  Oregon,  with  us  dur- 
ing the  month  of  May. — Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger,  Arrowwood,  Alberta, 
Canada,  June  11. 

Delaware 
Wilmington. — Our  series  of  meetings  began  March  30  and 
closed  April  9.  Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck  of  Ambler,  Pa.,  gave  us 
strong  gospel  sermons.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  three  were 
baptized.  On  Holy  Thursday  our  love  feast  was  held  with  sev- 
enty-four present,  the  largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  Eld.  Ross  Murphy  presided.  The  men's  work  organi- 
zation presented  our  pastor  with  an  individual  communion  serv- 
ice on  Palm  Sunday.  The  speaker  for  our  Easter  sunrise  service 
was  Flournoy  Shepperdson.  A  fellowship  breakfast  was  held 
in  the  church  dining  room,  followed  by  Sunday  school  and  an 
Easter  cantata  presented  by  the  choir.  A  play,  The  Unlighted 
Cross,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  John  C.  Middlekauff,  was 
presented  on  Easter  evening.  Bro.  C.  J.  Harris  and  Pastor  John 
C.  Middlekauff  represented  our  church  at  the  district  meeting 
at  Coventry.  April  27  being  Juniata  day,  Bro.  Harold  Utts,  a 
junior  at  the  college,  spoke  at  our  morning  service.  Bro.  Earl 
Kurtz,  formerly  of  this  congregation  and  now  secretary  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House,  preached  a  very  inspiring  sermon  on 
May  4.  On  May  5,  6  our  pastor  and  family  attended  a  minis- 
terial conference  at  Juniata.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet 
was  held  May  15  with  Rachael  Garner  as  guest  speaker.  She 
told  of  the  migrants  in  Yakima,  Wash.  Miss  Garner  is  now  in 
Haverford,  Pa.,  working  among  refugee  teachers.  On  May  28 
Elders  Ross  Murphy  and  B.  F.  Waltz  ordained  our  pastor  to  the 
eldership.  Bro.  Robert  Gibson  has  been  put  in  charge  of  funds 
for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  Since  our  last  report  we 
have  done  some  repair  work,  including  a  new  basement  floor, 
larger  windows  in  the  basement,  a  sidewalk  in  front  of  the 
church  and  a  parking  lot  beside  the  church.  Our  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  will  be  held  from  June  16-27.  Our  pastor  will  be 
at  Camp  Stardust  to  work  with  the  intermediates  and  young 
people.  On  June  15  Mrs.  Merritt  Bristow  and  the  choir  will 
present  a  songalogue,  The  Story  of  the  Pink  Rose.  Our  pastor's 
broadcast  dates  for  the  rest  of  the  summer  will  be  June  28,  July 
26  and  August  23  at  9:15  to  9:30  A.M.  over  station  WDEL.— Mrs. 
Merrit  Bristow,  Wilmington,  Del.,  June  14. 

Illinois 

Franklin  Grove. — The  Manchester  College  Chapel  Choir  gave 
us  a  splendid  program  on  April  14.  Several  of  the  intermediates 
attended  the  rally  at  Mt.  Morris  and  some  young  people  at- 
tended the  rally  at  Sterling.  On  May  4  a  children's  workers' 
conference  was  held  at  our  church.  Nine  babies  were  conse- 
crated on  Mother's  Day;  this  was  followed  by, a  short  program 
arranged  by  our  mother  and  daughter  director.  The  following 
week  a  mother  and  daughter  fellowship  social  was  held  at  the 
church.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  L.  Cover,  is  director  of  the  union 
daily  vacation  Bible  school.  On  Sunday,  June  8,  a  children's 
day  program  was  given.  That  evening  a  men's  work  group  of 
the  district  gave  a  program.  On  June  11  Bro.  Howard  Sollen- 
berger  gave  us  a  wonderful  lecture  and  showed  pictures  of  actual 
life  in  China.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  work  our  pastor  and 
wife  are  doing  for  us.  Bro.  Cover  preaches  inspiring  sermons. 
Since  the  last  report  two  have  been  baptized  and  one  received 
by  letter. — Nina  Pfoutz,  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  June  11. 

Milledgeville. — The  mothers  and  daughters  of  our  church  and 
community  enjoyed  their  annual  fellowship  supper  on  the  eve- 
ning of  May  7.  Mrs.  I.  D.  Leatherman  of  Lanark  was  guest 
speaker;  her  message  was  very  worth  while.  On  Mother's  Day 
the  mothers  and  daughters  had  charge  of  the  program;  as  a  fit- 
ting climax  to  this  program  thirteen  children  under  three  years 
of  age  were  presented  for  consecration.     This  was  an  impressive 
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service,  conducted  by  our  pastor.  Our  semiannual  business 
meeting  convened  on  the  evening  of  May  14  with  Eld.  I.  D. 
Leatherman  presiding.  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming 
years  were  elected.  The  delegates  elected  to  district  meeting 
are  Mrs.  Alice  Gnagey  and  Mrs.  Roy  Rife.  It  was  decided  not 
to  send  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  It  was  also  unani- 
mously decided  to  retain  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Miller  as  pas- 
tors for  another  year.  Our  communion  service  held  May  18  was 
well  attended;  Bro.  Wayne  Gerdes  of  West  Branch  officiated. 
Children's  day  was  observed  on  June  8  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises. On  Father's  Day  the  men  had  charge  of  the  program. 
Bro.  Harold  Hohf  of  Mt.  Morris  was  guest  speaker;  he  gave  a 
very  interesting  talk  on  The  Art  of  Being  a  Dad.  Our  pastor 
and  wife  left  on  June  9  for  a  two-week  vacation. — Mrs.  Clara  V. 
Fike,   Milledgeville,   111.,   June    17. 

Oakley. — Several  of  our  young  people  attended  the  spring  rally 
at  Springfield  on  April  27.  The  primary  department  gave  a 
program  after  Sunday  school  on  Mother's  Day.  On  May  18  quite 
a  number  of  our  members  attended  an  interdenominational 
Sunday-school  convention  held  at  the  Nork  Fork  Presbyterian 
church.  We  had  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  during  the  first 
two  weeks  in  June.  Ida  Buckingham  was  the  director.  On 
June  8  Bro.  John  Wieand  of  Decatur  gave  us  the  morning  ad- 
dress. We  have  received  two  new  members  by  letter.  Plans 
are  now  being  made  for  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sectional  meeting  to  be 
held  in  our  church  on  June  29. — Idabelle  Hood,  Cerro  Gordo, 
111.,   June   12. 

Sterling. — Pre-Easter  services  were  held  each  evening  of  the 
week  preceding  Easter  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  K.  C.  Bechtel.  An  in- 
spiring cantata  was  presented  by  the  choir,  directed  by  Mrs. 
Bechtel.  It  was  a  privilege  to  entertain  the  large  group  of 
young  people  who  came  for  the  youth  rally  on  April  27,  28.  Our 
communion  was  held  on  May  18.  The  women  of  the  church 
enjoyed  their  mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  9,  at  which 
time  Mrs.  Wayne  Gerdes  was  the  speaker.  At  a  recent  church 
social,  pictures  of  the  farm  work  in  this  county  were  shown  by 
a  farm  adviser.  The  children's  department  conducted  an  ex- 
cellent program  on  June  8,  at  which  the  entire  church  group 
were  guests  in  the  children's  department  in  the  church  base- 
ment. We  have  in  our  midst  Mr.  Leo  Keller  from  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria. Our  pastor  and  family  have  gone  to  the  La  Verne  Confer- 
ence and  will  act  as  delegates  from  this  congregation.  Two  have 
recently  been  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Plans  are 
under  way  for  the  fiftieth  anniversary  celebration  of  the  Sterling 
church  to  be  held  on  July  27.  This  will  be  an  all-day  meeting 
with  as  many  former  members  present  as  is  possible. — Helen 
Hoak  Eikenberry,  Sterling,  111.,  June   13. 

Indiana 
Fort  Wayne. — The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held 
June  8  in  the  church  basement  with  an  attendance  of  125.  Mrs. 
Chas.  Smith,  whose  husband  is  pastor  of  the  First  Methodist 
church,  gave  the  address.  Eight  babies  were  dedicated  at  the 
Mother's  Day  service.  The  oldest  mother  present  received  a 
plant  from  the  Plus  Ultra  class.  On  May  21  the  aid  society  met 
in  an  all-day  meeting  and  sewed  for  the  Red  Cross.  The  ladies 
will  hold  a  rummage  sale  June  11-13.  On  May  25  Drs.  A.  R.  and 
Laura  Cottrell  from  India  were  present  for  the  day  and  gave 
illuminating  messages  in  the  morning,  afternoon  and  evening 
services.  A  basket  dinner  was  held  at  noon.  On  June  1  the 
peace  study  group  led  the  service  as  a  Memorial  Day  observ- 
ance. Questions  were  plied  as  to  an  applicant  for  re-classifica- 
tion. We  dismissed  our  evening  services  for  the  Camp  Mack 
rally  on  June  1.  Our  choir  sang  two  numbers  on  the  evening 
program  and  helped  in  the  mass  choir.  Our  building  has  started 
and  we  hope  to  have  it  under  roof  within  sixty  days.  On  June  5 
the  choir  was  entertained  at  the  parsonage.  They  will  hold 
their  picnic  at  the  John  R.  Worthman  cabin  on  June  12.  On 
June  6  the  women's  work  held  their  regular  meeting  in  the 
church  basement.  The  church  has  had  a  number  of  our  hymnals 
rebound.  The  Christian  Workers  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  are  dispensing 
with  their  services  until  September.  Our  evening  groups  are 
combining  for  one  hour  during  the  summer  months.  The  men's 
peace  group  took  a  number  of  boys  from  one  of  our  community 
centers  for  a  wiener  roast  at  Robinson  Park.  They  are  seeking 
to  put  into  actual  expression  their  ideals  of  brotherhood  and 
community  betterment.  The  peace  study  group  has  extended  in 
our  church  to  include  the  women  and  girls.  They  are  sewing 
on  layettes  for  the  Friends  Service  Committee.  Our  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  is  planned  for  June  16-27.  Beginning  June  1 
our  service  will  start  at  9:00  and  close  at  11:00.  We  are  doing 
this  in  order  to  retain  normal  attendance  for  the  summer  months. 
Bro.  Frank  P.  Coldessor,  our  senior  deacon,  will  represent  our 
church  at  the  La  Verne  Conference.  On  June  9  the  Little  Women 
club  held  its  last  meeting  of  the  season  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Van  B.  Wright.  The  following  were  elected  officers:  Marie  Val- 
entine, Mary  Jane  Zumbrun,  Mary  Anderson,  Fay  Kindy,  Crys- 
tal Valentine,  Mrs.  Van  B.  Wright  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Hollepeter. — 
Marie  Valentine,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  June   16. 

Mount  Pleasant.— One  has  been  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  since  our  last  report.  Our  communion  was  held  on 
May  31  with  ninety-eight  at  the  tables.  Bro.  Keller  from  Bre- 
men had  charge  of  the  service.  At  our  council  meeting,  June  6, 
Wendell  and  Ilo  Miller  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing.    Our  harvest  meeting  will  be  held  July  27  with  Bro.  R.  H. 


Miller  as  the  speaker.  Our  young  people  gave  an  Easter  play, 
He  Liveth.  Our  aid  society  has  been  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross 
and  hospitals.  At  our  June  meeting  a  play,  The  Ladies'  Aid 
Goes  on  a  Strike,  was  given.  This  was  a  humorous  play  and  was 
enjoyed  by  the  forty  people  present.  Our  children's  meeting 
was  held  June  15.  It  consisted  of  songs,  recitations  and  dia- 
logues by  the  primary  department,  and  a  play,  Margaret's  Call, 
by  the  intermediate  girls.  An  offering  of  over  $17  was  taken 
to  be  sent  to  the  junior  project  fund  in  China.  Two  of  our 
members  have  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  buildings  by  fire 
this  spring.  The  men  from  the  church  and  neighbors  helped 
them  clean  up  and  get  ready  to  build  again. — Lillie  Markley, 
Bourbon,    Ind.,   June    18. 

Nappanee. — The  church  met  in  a  quarterly  business  session  on 
June  12.  At  this  time  Almeda  Geyer  and  Lawrence  White  were 
chosen  as  delegates  to  our  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack,  with 
Amanda  Blosser  and  Mrs.  John  Shively  as  substitutes.  On 
April  13,  14  we  were  favored  with  lantern  slide  lectures  on  dis- 
trict activities  by  our  field  secretary,  Bro.  John  Metzler.  The 
annual  membership  roll  call  was  given,  to  which  each  member 
present  heartily  responded.  Our  Easter  program  consisted  of  a 
sunrise  service,  dedication  of  three  babies,  an  Easter  worship 
program  and  memorial  flowers  decorating  the  rostrum  in  pro- 
found beauty.  On  April  10  the  choir  of  the  Bremen  Church  of 
the  Brethren  gave  the  cantata,  The  Garden  of  Joseph.  The 
Manchester  College  deputation  team  gave  us  a  program  on 
April  19.  The  month  of  May  was  the  go-to-church  month  in  our 
city,  sponsored  by  the  Ministerial  Association.  On  May  7  a 
mother  and  daughter  meeting  was  held.  A  program  was  en- 
joyed on  Mother's  Day.  On  May  25  Mrs.  U.  J.  Shively  of  the 
First  Brethren  church,  representing  the  local  W.  C.  T.  U.,  spoke 
to  us  explaining  the  interests  and  aims  of  that  organization.  We 
began  our  unified  services  on  June  1  and  they  will  continue  until 
Oct.  1.  After  faithful  service  during  the  year,  the  choir  is 
taking  a  vacation  during  the  hot  weather.  Interest  in  sending 
campers  to  Camp  Mack  is  shown  by  a  special  fund.  The  chil- 
dren's day  exercises  were  given  by  the  primary  department  and 
junior  girls,  followed  by  a  -short  talk  by  our  pastor.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  been  busy  candlewicking  and  quilting. — Mrs.  Floyd 
Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  June  13. 

New  Paris. — Our  church  united  with  the  other  churches  of 
this  little  town  in  a  week  of  pre-Easter  services.  We  also  par- 
ticipated in  the  Easter  sunrise  service,  which  was  quite  largely 
attended.  Two  letters  of  membership  were  received  recently. 
Brethren  Virgil  Mock  and  Eldon  Evans  were  elected  delegates 
to  represent  this  church  at  Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Mock  and 
Sister  Bessie  Neff  are  to  represent  us  at  the  district  conference 
which  will  be  held  at  Camp  Mack  in  August.  The  mothers  and 
daughters  held  a  fellowship  breakfast  at  the  church  on  Mother's 
Day  morning,  after  which  a  program  was  given  by  the  young 
people's  Sunday-school  class.  Bro.  Iverson  Mishler  delivered  the 
Mother's  Day  address  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience.  Quite 
a  number  from  this  church  attended  the  opening  services  at 
Camp  Mack  on  June  1.  The  Sunday  school  held  its  picnic  on 
June  8  at  the  country  home  of  Brethren  Abe  and  George  Neff. 
Bro.  Raymond  Hoover,  who  attended  Manchester  College,  is 
home  for  the  summer  and  assisting  with  the  work  of  the  church. 
We  have  lost  several  aged  members  by  death  recently.  The  va- 
cation Bible  school  of  the  township  was  held  at  this  church  dur- 
ing the  past  two  weeks.  The  Sunday  school  and  different  or- 
ganizations of  the  church  are  progressing  nicely.  We  have  re- 
cently added  an  organ  to  our  music  department  in  connection 
with  the  piano. — Mary  C.  Kiefer,  Goshen,  Ind.,  June  15. 

North  Webster. — Our  communion  service,  held  May  24,  was 
conducted  by  Bro.  Bowman  of  the  district  mission  board.  On 
May  25  four  Manchester  College  students  gave  us  a  program. 
A  very  interesting  talk  was  given  by  Benton  Rhoades  about  the 
good-will  project  in  Mexico  last  summer.  Students  from 
colleges  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States  spent  their  sum- 
mer vacation  promoting  good  will  and  friendship  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  The  church  met  in  regular  council 
on  June  12  with  the  district  mission  board  presiding.  Bro.  E.  B. 
Jones  is  to  be  retained  as  our  minister.  On  Sunday,  June  15, 
Miss  Marjorie  Burt,  superintendent  of  the  Bethany  Orphanage 
in  the  Kentucky  mountains,  and  Miss  Bassy,  one  of  the  attend- 
ants, gave  talks  concerning  their  work  in  the  mountains.  In 
the  evening,  slides  of  the  settlement  and  the  people  were  shown 
at  the  church.  The  orphanage  is  supported  by  freewill  gifts  and 
donations  of  money  and  supplies. — Mabel  Morehead,  Leesburg, 
Ind.,  June  16. 

Pipe  Creek. — A  mother  and  daughter  fellowship  meal  was  held 
at  the  church  on  May  18.  An  interesting  program  was  arranged 
with  Sister  Alice  Ebey  of  North  Manchester  giving  the  main 
talk.  The  men  held  a  father  and  son  meeting  at  the  same  time 
in  another  part  of  the  church.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  was  their 
guest  speaker.  Bro.  Winger  also  gave  the  morning  sermon  on 
that  day.  Two  cars  of  young  people  went  to  Camp  Mack  on 
clean-up  day.  Our  church  participated  in  the  joint  Sunday- 
school  convention  held  at  the  Santa  Fe  church.  We  met  at  the 
church  on  May  27  for  the  annual  visit.  Bro.  Shively  gave  a 
helpful  talk  on  What  Our  Church  Membership  Means  to  Us.  The 
communion  was  on  May  31  with  almost  all  members  present. 
Visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  Walter  Balsbaugh,  Frank 
Fisher,  Ralph  Hoffman,  Fred  Kendall  and  Perry  Coblentz,  with 
Bro.  Balsbaugh  officiating.     A  number  from  here  went  to  Camp 
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Mack  on  June  1.  Brother  and  Sister  T.  A.  Shively  have  gone  to 
the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro. 
Ralph  Hoffman  of  Roann  bring  the  message  last  Sunday. — Martha 
O.  Hessong,  Peru,  Ind.,  June  12. 

Union  Center. — We  held  our  regular  council  meeting  on  June 
13  with  Bro.  Harold  Miller  as  moderator.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
the  communion  service  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  25.  The  three 
delegates  chosen  for  the  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack  on 
August  12-14  are  Brethren  Homer  Weldy,  Everett  Mishler  and 
Harold  Miller.  There  were  also  three  delegates  chosen  for  the 
leadership  training  camp  held  from  June  30  to  July  5  at  Camp 
Mack.  We  were  glad  to  have  Anetta  Mow  for  the  guest  speaker 
at  our  mother  and  daughter  meeting  on  May  10.  The  district 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  is  planning  its  conference  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Union  Center  church  on  Oct.  11,  12.  We  feel  for- 
tunate to  have  Bro.  Raymond  Peters,  director  of  young  people's 
work,  and  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm,  president-elect  of  Manchester 
College,  as  the  leaders  of  this  conference.  A  banquet  is  being 
planned  for  Saturday  night.  Several  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  fellowship  meeting  at  Camp  Mack  on  May  25.  This 
meeting  was  especially  for  young  men  and  women  of  draft  age 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  problems  concerning  the  present 
draft   law. — Glenna   Blosser,   Nappanee,   Ind.,   June   14. 

West  Manchester. — On  the  evening  of  May  2  our  mother  and 
daughter  meeting  was  held  and  was  largely  attended.  Our 
Mother's  Day  program  was  in  charge  of  the  young  people.  We 
held  our  love  feast  on  May  17;  Bro.  Otho  Winger  officiated.  Our 
council  meeting  convened  on  May  19.  It  will  be  fifty  years  in 
August  since  the  dedication  of  our  church  building.  A  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  plan  for  an  anniversary  service. 
We  extend  an  invitation  not  only  to  those  who  have  lived  here, 
but  to  all  that  may  have  an  interest  in  the  West  Manchester 
church.  The  definite  date  will  be  announced  later. — Mrs.  S.  L. 
Young,  N.  Manchester,   Ind.,  June   16. 

Iowa 
South  Waterloo. — The  different  departments  of  the  Christian 
Workers  society  made  an  interesting  study  of  the  American  mi- 
grant during  the  Sunday  evening  mission  classes  in  April.  Each 
of  these  studies  was  followed  by  impressive  special  worship 
services.  The  moving  picture  of  the  Passion  Play  was  presented 
on  Palm  Sunday  evening,  and  on  Good  Friday  evening  the 
members  of  the  church  observed  the  communion.  Six  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  and  eight  by  letter.  Pastor 
Yoder's  sermon  theme  on  Easter  was  Let  Easter  Morning  Dawn; 
an  appropriate  evening  program  was  given  by  the  choir.  Our 
workers  attended  the  state  Sunday-school  convention  held  at 
Cedar  Falls,  April  22-24.  A  children's  dedication  service  was 
part  of  our  Mother's  Day  program.  The  high  school  baccalaure- 
ate service  was  held  at  the  church  on  May  25  with  Rev.  H.  E. 
Dierenfield  as  guest  speaker.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  regional  confer- 
ence, consisting  of  the  Union  Ridge,  Waterloo  City,  Greene, 
Ivester  and  South  Waterloo  churches,  will  meet  here  June  7 
and  8.  The  conference  theme  is  Building  With  Christ,  and  Bro. 
Desmond  Bittinger  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  On  Sunday  eve- 
ning the  local  young  people  will  present  the  play,  The  Rock,  by 
Mary  Hamlin,  directed  by  Mrs.  Everett  Miller.  A  gift  of  Vene- 
tian blinds  for  the  windows  of  our  church  auditorium  was  given 
by  Leila  Gnagy  Rulon  and  Harold  Gnagy  in  memory  of  their 
parents,  the  late  Elder  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Gnagy.  Pastor  Yoder 
is  our  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference.  Our  Conference  Of- 
fering totaled  $180.  Three  special  Sunday  evening  programs  are 
planned  by  local  groups  as  follows:  men's  work  on  June  15, 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  June  22  and  women's  work  on  June  29.  The 
children  of  the  church  school  are  working  on  a  children's  day 
program  to  be  given  the  morning  of  June  15. — Mrs.  John  Weigle, 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  June  3. 

Kansas 

Lamed. — One  Sunday  evening  during  our  school  of  missions  we 
had  a  blackout  service.  No  lights  were  used  in  the  auditorium 
except  two  hurricane  lamps  on  the  piano;  lights  in  the  hall  were 
covered  with  blue  crepe  paper.  Scripture  and  hymns  were  given 
from  memory.  Slides  showing  relief  work  in  China  were  given, 
after  which  there  was  a  refugee  meal  in  the  church  basement. 
Very  simple  food  was  placed  on  plain  board  tables.  The  base- 
ment was  lighted  by  candles  stuck  in  old  tin  cans.  Dr.  Schwalm, 
president  of  McPherson  College,  preached  an  interesting  sermon 
on  March  9.  We  regret  that  he  is  leaving  our  district.  By  the 
help  of  donations  we  have  a  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger 
Club  this  year.  A  very  interesting  ten-day  vacation  Bible  school 
closed  with  a  program  on  May  29.  Our  church  united  with  the 
Methodist  and  Mennonite  churches  in  a  community  school  again 
this  year.  The  total  enrollment  was  seventy-six,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  sixty-nine.  Our  projects  for  relief  and  Civilian 
Public  Service  are  progressing  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Martin.  We  are  glad  to  welcome  into  our  midst  Brother  and 
Sister  Gene  Fox,  who  were  recently  married  in  Parsons,  Kans. 
A  Conference  Offering  was  lifted  en  May  18.  On  May  21  the 
mothers  and  daughters  had  a  meal  together,  followed  by  a  pro- 
gram. Mrs.  Abner  Zook,  Mrs.  Daughenbaugh,  and  Mrs.  Anson 
Horning  planned  the  events  of  the  evening.  At  our  last  council 
the  resignation  of  our  pastor  was  read  and  accepted,  and  will 
become  effective  Sept.  1.  We  are  fortunate  in  engaging  the  serv- 
ices  of  Bro.  Wilburn  Lewallyn   of  Bisbee,  N.   Dak.,  to  serve  as 


part-time  pastor  along  with  a  teaching  position  in  the  Zook 
graded  school.  Bro.  Lewallyn  was  a  member  of  the  1941  class 
of  McPherson  College  and  comes  to  us  well  recommended. — Mrs. 
Robert  Haney,  Larned,  Kans.,  June  5. 

Osage. — The  a  cappella  choir  from  McPherson  College  gave  a 
musical  program  at  the  Osage  church  on  Sunday  evening,  May 
11,  and  then  sang  at  the  high  school  in  McCune  on  Monday 
morning  before  leaving  for  the  Fredonia  church.  Their  music 
was  appreciated  by  a  large  audience.  Bro.  Gorman  A.  Zook, 
with  his  family  of  La  Grange,  Ind.,  arrived  June  10  to  take  up 
his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  Osage  church  and  executive  secretary 
of  the  Southeastern  District  of  Kansas.  They  will  occupy  a  house 
in  McCune  for  the  present.  Our  elder,  Bro.  D.  P.  Neher,  and  his 
wife  and  daughter  are  attending  the  Annual  Conference  at  La 
Verne.  Our  ladies'  aid  society  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  May 
Nicholson  has  been  busy  quilting.  They  served  lunch  at  two 
public  sales  during  the  fall.  They  recently  purchased  some  new 
dishes  and  silverware.  Our  men's  organization  shucked  1,800 
bushels  of  corn  during  the  winter  and  turned  their  money  into 
the  treasury  to  apply  on  the  pastor's  salary.  They  also  shucked 
450  bushels  gratis  for  a  sick  man.  Several  of  our  intermediates 
had  planned  to  attend  camp  the  first  week  in  June  at  Camp 
Cauble,  but  because  of  high  water  the  camp  had  to  be  aban- 
doned for  a  while.  A  short  program  was  given  on  Mother's  Day 
by  our  Sunday-school  pupils.  Since  our  last  report  one  of  our 
elderly  brethren  was  called  away  by  death.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Henry  Stover  and  son  of  Bronson,  Kans.,  visited  the  Osage 
church  on  June  8.  Bro.  Stover  gave  us  two  inspiring  sermons  on 
that   day. — Mrs.   Mary   Neher,   McCune,   Kans.,  June   13. 

Maryland 

Broadfording. — At  the  spring  council  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
elect  two  deacons  at  the  fall  council  meeting.  Delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting  were  Sisters  Olive  Egan  and  Mildred  Reiff  and 
Bro.  Samuel  Parmer.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  new  Breth- 
ren church  in  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  re- 
turned missionary  to  China,  was  with  us  one  Sunday  morning 
and  gave  an  interesting  talk.  On  April  13  a  very  impressive  and 
well-rendered  Easter  program  was  given.  On  Mother's  Day  the 
Sunday-school  session  was  conducted  by  mothers.  Some  of  the 
daughters  co-operated  with  their  mothers  in  giving  the  opening 
program  of  the  Sunday  school.  Many  beautiful  flowers  were 
brought  for  this  special  day.  Our  love  feast  was  held  May  17 
and  was  well  attended,  with  Eld.  H.  M.  Stover  of  the  Antietam 
congregation  officiating. — Mrs.  Anna  Parmer,  Greencastle,  Pa., 
June   4. 

Monocacy. — A  number  of  our  young  people  and  older  ones  met 
for  an  Easter  sunrise  service  on  the  farm  of  Bro.  S.  R.  Wey- 
bright.  The  Sunday  school  presented  an  interesting  Easter  pro- 
gram under  the  direction  of  Sister  Denda  Renner  at  the  church 
service.  On  Mother's  Day  our  young  people  gave  a  short  pro- 
gram at  the  close  of  the  Sunday-school  hour.  During  the  morn- 
ing worship  period  Eld.  Chas.  A.  Stover  preached  the  examina- 
tion sermon  prior  to  the  love  feast  on  the  evening  of  May  11.  A 
large  crowd  attended  this  service,  at  which  Eld.  E.  C.  Bixler 
officiated.  Other  visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  D.  O.  Metz, 
John  Myers,  Walter  A.  Keeny,  C.  H.  Hinegardner,  Bernie  Bowers, 
Ray  Kurtz,  C.  F.  Trimmer,  William  Horn  and  C.  Ikenberry.  On 
June  7  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored  a  father  and  son  fellowship  sup- 
per in  the  basement  of  the  church.  An  interesting  program  was 
rendered  with  Bro.  Roger  Fogle  as  toastmaster.  Guest  speakers 
were  Pastor  Ralph  E.  Shober  of  the  Frederick  City  church,  and 
Bro.  John  W.  Wolfe,  district  director  of  men's  work,  also  of  Fred- 
erick. A  quartet  from  Thurmont  sang  several  selections.  Five 
different  families  were  represented  by  three  generations.  Bro. 
Tilgman  Grossnickle,  eighty-one,  was  the  oldest  father  present. — 
Elsie  A.   Eigenbrode,   Rocky   Ridge,   Md.,  June   13. 

Sams  Creek. — We  held  our  spring  council  in  April  with  Eld. 
E.  C.  Bixler  in  charge.  We  added  two  deacons  to  our  list;  Breth- 
ren Howard  Gosnell  and  Sherman  Black.  Bro.  Posey  Rakes  and 
Schley  Jenkins  represented  our  church  at  the  district  meeting 
held  in  Washington  City.  Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  on 
April  27  with  Bro.  William  Kinsey  officiating.  We  also  had  Sister 
Utz  with  us,  and  she  gave  us  a  short  message  at  the  close  of  the 
service.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will  begin  on  August  4,  and 
our  evangelistic  services,  held  by  Bro.  Ralph  Shober  of  Freder- 
ick, Md.,  will  begin  August  10  and  last  for  one  week.  We  are 
planning  to  take  part  in  a  six -week  singing  chorus,  similar  to  the 
one  that  was  held  last  year  in  our  local  churches. — Norman  E. 
Naill,  New  Windsor,  Md.,  June  8. 

Michigan 
Beaverton. — Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  held  a  two-week 
revival  here  ending  on  Easter  Sunday.  Nineteen  were  baptized 
and  two  reclaimed.  An  Easter  sunrise  service  was  held  at  the 
church.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  April  14. 
Bro.  Perry  Hoover  conducted  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  for 
two  weeks,  ending  June  6.  Each  class  of  the  school  had  a  part 
in  the  children's  day  service,  explaining  the  work  they  did  in 
their  class.  A  special  service  was  held  by  Bro.  Hoover  on  Moth- 
er's Day;  seven  mothers  past  seventy  years  of  age  were  present, 
one  being  eighty-five  years  old.  These  aged  mothers  were  spe- 
cially honored  by  being  seated  together  in  the  front  of  the 
church.  Several  men  and  women  from  our  church  attended  the 
joint  men  and  women's  work  conference  at  the  Midland,  Mich., 
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church  on  June  1.  Cur  quarterly  council  was  held  on  June  6. 
Our  young  people's  class  has  been  growing  in  size  and  interest 
with  Bro.  Hoover  as  their  teacher.  They  are  building  a  recre- 
ation ground  adjoining  the  new  parsonage,  and  work  on  it  dur- 
ing any  spare  time.  Our  congregation  has  contributed  about  $100 
to  the  relief  fund.  The  first  conscientious  objector  in  our  con- 
gregation to  be  called  for  service  leaves  for  our  camp  on  June  23. 
He  is  Bro.  Harold  McKimmy. — Elden  G.  Witkousky,  Beaverton, 
Mich.,   June    15. 

Missouri 

Bethany. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  had  several  special 
programs:  Easter,  Mother's  Day  and  Race  Relations  Day.  They 
were  all  well  received  by  good  audiences.  Some  of  the  outside 
talent  we  have  recently  enjoyed  included  Brother  and  Sister 
Breon,  representatives  from  McPherson  College;  Miss  Grace 
Burns,  nurse:  Senator  Dick  Dale  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Byrd 
(Negroes),  who  spoke  and  sang  for  us.  Our  fieldman,  Bro.  X.  L. 
Coppock,  with  Bro.  Hylton  Harmon,  helped  get  our  Civilian 
Service  program  started.  We  enjoyed  Dr.  Daryl  Parker  and 
family,  who  stopped  with  us  on  their  way  to  Conference.  He 
gave  a  very  interesting  lecture  on  their  work  in  China.  Bro. 
Robert  L.  Sherfy  and  family  of  Ohio  came  here  on  a  short  visit 
and  while  with  us  he  filled  his  father's  pulpit.  At  night  he 
showed  us  The  Church  in  Action  slides  taken  around  Bethany 
Seminary;  they  were  very  much  appreciated.  Our  pastor  is  to 
represent  the  district  on  the  Standing  Committee  and  Sister 
Sherfy,  a  district  officer  in  women's  work,  will  represent  that 
organization  at  Annual  Conference.  The  women  put  on  the 
annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet,  at  which  ninety-five  plates 
were  served.  We  have  done  some  redecorating  on  the  parsonage 
and  church.  The  men  are  carrying  on  a  God's  Acre  program. 
We  recently  carried  through  a  loyalty  month  program  which  in- 
creased Sunday-school  and  church  attendance.  The  church  de- 
cided at  a  recent  council  to  retain  Bro.  Sherfy  another  year.  We 
are  taking  one  extra  offering  each  month  for  the  Civilian  Serv- 
ice program,  and  all  are  encouraged  to  have  service  cups  on 
their  tables.  We  expect  to  have  a  revival  service,  beginning  on 
Sept.  7,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Canfield  leading  us. — Mrs.  Willa 
■Clemens,  Stet,  Mo.,  June  12. 

Greenwood. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  17  with  Bro.  J.  H. 
Morris  officiating.  He  gave  a  wonderful  talk  explaining  the 
Lord's  Supper  and  communion.  In  the  absence  of  our  pastor, 
Bro.  R.  L.  Gass,  Bro.  Morris  and  Bro.  Wilmer  Brubaker  have  ar- 
ranged to  deliver  our  sermons  to  us.  Rev.  Hitchcock  from 
Springfield,  Mo.,  radio  minister  of  Southern  Missouri,  will  be 
with  the  Greenwood  church  on  July  13  for  all-day  services  and 
basket  dinner.  We  enjoyed  pre-Easter  services  conducted  by 
ministers  of  different  churches  in  the  community.  We  have  the 
church  wired  for  electricity  and  are  looking  forward  to  painting 
the  outside  woodwork  surrounding  the  cobblestones.  We  also 
plan  to  paint  the  inside  walls  when  the  electrical  work  is  com- 
pleted. Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  under  Bro.  Earheart's 
leadership  as  superintendent.  Bro.  Illig,  the  regular  superin- 
tendent, has  resigned  for  a  time  because  of  ill  health.  Bro.  Les- 
ter E.  Fike  of  Astoria,  111.,  will  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  be- 
ginning Sept.  7.  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  of  Keyser,  W. 
Va.,  will  conduct  a  revival  at  Greenwood  church  the  last  two 
weeks  in  September,  1942. — Mrs.  J.  O.  Oxley,  Mountain  Grove, 
June  11. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — The  mother  and  daughter  committee  of  the  women's 
council  had  charge  of  the  mother  and  daughter  tea  on  May  8. 
The  theme  was  Home  Nest.  The  church  basement  was  dec- 
orated as  a  flower  garden  with  all  kinds  of  birds  and  nests.  In 
•one  corner  was  a  bird  bath  with  beautiful  flowers  and  trees  all 
around.  It  was  very  picturesque  and  impressive.  Mrs.  Glen  Van 
Dyke  was  toastmistress  and  just  before  each  part  of  the  program 
a  special  poem  concerning  the  talk,  reading  or  song  was  given 
-as  a  way  of  introduction.  After  the  program  refreshments  of  ice 
cream  and  cookies  were  served.  About  eighty  were  present. 
Several  Sunday-school  classes  have  been  having  picnics  instead 
of  their  regular  meetings.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  sponsoring  a  play 
night,  which  is  held  every  other  Wednesday  at  the  park  for  all 
members.  A  pie  social,  sponsored  by  the  young  people's  Sun- 
day-school class,  was  held  at  the  park  on  May  23.  After  a  few 
games  pies  were  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  proceeds, 
amounting  to  over  $20.  are  to  go  to  the  Brethren  Service  camps. 
The  men's  organization  has  cleared  the  terrace  and  planted 
iris  on  the  church  grounds.  Three  have  joined  the  church  this 
month. — Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  May  31. 

Ohio 

Canton  (First). — A  fine  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held 
in  the  basement  of  the  church  on  May  7  with  eighty-five  present. 
The  Canton  First  Brethren  church  held  their  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  in  our  church  on  May  21  with  eighty-three  present. 
Our  ladies  served.  The  First  Brethren  church  also  held  its 
communion  in  our  church  on  May  11.  These  two  meetings  en- 
riched the  fellowship  between  our  churches.  On  June  4  Rev. 
Gabriel  Dokus  of  the  Hungarian  Presbyterian  Reformed  church 
spoke  on  Peace  at  our  women's  work  church  tea.  Through  sav- 
ing and  redeeming  sales  tax  stamps  our  ladies  have  made  $27 
since  Jan.  1.  On  May  18,  25,  and  June  1,  Bro.  Edward  Shepfer  of 
Sugarcreek  brought  us  helpful  and   inspiring  messages,   prepar- 


ing us  for  the  coming  of  our  new  pastor.  Our  church  has  been 
redecorated.  Paint  on  the  ceiling  and  temlock  side  walls  make 
our  auditorium  a  more  beautiful  place  for  worship.  The  floors, 
ceiling  and  walls  of  the  basement  have  been  painted  also.  The 
adult  class  sponsored  this  project  for  the  benefit  of  our  children. 
Rededication  services  are  planned  for  Sunday,  June  22.  Our  par- 
sonage has  been  re-papered  throughout;  the  floors  have  been 
sanded  and  refinished,  the  kitchen  has  been  renovated,  and  many 
minor  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made.  At  their 
May  class  meeting  the  Three  C.  class  met  at  the  parsonage  with 
buckets  and  stepladders  to  clean  house  for  our  new  pastor.  On 
June  8  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Sherfy,  brought  us  his 
first  message  on  Our  Leader.  That  evening  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger 
represented  the  district  in  the  installation  of  our  pastor.  Dr. 
John  Barker  of  the  Calvary  Presbyterian  church  assisted  as  rep- 
resentative of  the  Canton  ministers.  At  our  pastor's  invitation, 
church  officers  and  committee  and  board  members  met  at  the 
parsonage  on  June  10.  The  twenty-five  people  present  made  a 
number  of  plans  for  the  summer  months.  It  is  planned  to  have 
a  pastor's  cabinet  made  up  of  all  church  officers  and  chairmen  of 
regular  boards  and  committees.  A  committee  is  planning  our 
Sunday  evening  services;  Bible  study,  discussion  of  other  fea- 
tures will  be  used  in  connection  with  the  worship  and  sermon 
each  evening.  Our  customary  unified  morning  service  will  be 
followed  during  the  summer  months:  it  begins  at  9:15  and  closes 
at  11:00.  A  reception  was  held  for  our  pastor  and  family  in  the 
church  basement  on  June  12.  We  gave  them  a  food  shower.  Our 
Annual  Conference  Offering  amounted  to  $189.20. — Cora  Masters, 
Canton,  Ohio,  June  15. 

Cedar  Grove. — At  the  council  meeting  on  May  17,  with  Eld. 
Theo.  Eley  presiding  and  Eld.  I.  G.  Blocher  present,  it  was  de- 
cided to  have  Bro.  Edgar  Petry,  student  pastor  of  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary,  to  be  our  summer  pastor.  Brother  and  Sister 
Petry  have  now  located  here  and  begun  their  work.  Our  wom- 
en's and  men's  groups  have  been  active  in  helpful  work.  Bro. 
Roy  Rodgers  and  the  writer  were  delegates  to  district  meeting, 
Serving  us  in  the  pulpit  in  recent  months  were  Brethren  I.  G. 
Blocher,  William  Deaton,  Glen  Moyer,  Ray  Porter  and  a  Man- 
chester College  group.  We  have  sent  the  Messenger  to  all  Breth- 
ren  homes. — Amos   Hollinger,    Hollansburg.    Ohio,   June    6. 

Duponl. — On  May  25  we  had  a  combined  mother  and  daughter 
and  father  and  son  banquet.  Sister  Edna  Etter  of  the  Sand 
Ridge  church  was  our  speaker.  Music  was  presented  by  Naomi 
Taylor,  Pastor  D.  P.  Weller,  Oliver  Spangler  and  John  Noff- 
singer.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  April  Alta  Shafer  took  charge  of 
the  junior  church.  Irving  Weller  is  leader  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
The  ladies'  aid  in  this  past  year  has  bought  a  new  rug  for  the 
rostrum  and  a  bookcase  and  has  given  $25  toward  the  furnace 
that  the  church  is  planning  to  install  this  summer.  We  sent  a 
bundle  of  clothing  to  the  Finnish  relief.  On  June  8  Bro.  Aulden- 
berger  of  the  Mennonite  Church  brought  us  an  inspiring  mes- 
sage.— Mrs.  John  Noffsinger,   Continental,   Ohio,  June   16. 

New  Carlisle. — Union  Holy  Week  services  were  well  attended 
and  the  messages  were  inspiring.  Dr.  W.  W.  Peters  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  gave  the  first  message  and  the  ministers  of  our 
town  took  turns  in  presenting  the  other  sermons  of  the  series. 
The  sacred  cantata,  On  the  Third  Day,  was  given  by  the  choir 
and  a  selected  cast  on  April  13.  The  aid  society  has  held  sev- 
eral all-day  meetings  doing  Red  Cross  sewing  and  making  sun- 
bonnets  and  aprons.  On  Sunday  morning,  April  27.  Bro.  Hugh 
Cloppert  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  H.  Helman. 
exchanged  pulpits.  Bro.  Cloppert  brought  us  a  very  helpful 
message  on  the  subject,  Living  for  Christ.  On  May  2,  3  our 
church  was  glad  to  have  the  privilege  of  entertaining  the  elders' 
meeting  and  the  district  conference  of  Southern  Ohio.  On  May  2 
a  missionary  meeting  was  held  at  which  Bro.  Harley  Coppock 
of  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  a  member  of  our  Southern  Ohio  mission 
board,  gave  an  interesting  history  of  Southern  Ohio  missions. 
Bro.  Paul  Bowman  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  gave  a  stirring  message 
on  Witnessing  for  Christ.  On  Mother's  Day  Bro.  Helman 
preached  a  very  good  sermon  on  the  subject,  A  Mother's  Desire. 
The  choir  gave  an  appropriate  special  number  for  this  service. 
Our  Conference  Offering  was  received  Sunday  morning,  June  1. 
On  June  4  the  mother  and  daughter  society  served  an  afternoon 
luncheon  in  the  church  basement.  The  main  feature  of  the  aft- 
ernoon was  a  splendid  review  of  the  book,  One  Foot  in  Heaven, 
by  Hartzel  Spence,  which  was  given  by  Mrs.  Alice  Borst,  a  very 
active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  wife  of  our  su- 
perintendent of  schools.  Our  regular  business  meeting  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  June  5,  at  which  the  annual  election  of  church 
officers  was  held.  Oct.  26  at  7  P.  M.  is  the  date  set  for  our  com- 
munion service.  Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  has  been  secured  to  assist  our  church  in  a  re- 
vival beginning  the  first  Sunday  in  January  1942.  The  treasurer 
of  the  church  gave  a  very  encouraging  report.  We  are  sending 
Brother  and  Sister  Helman  as  delegates  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence. In  the  early  spring  our  women's  group  installed  a  new 
gas  range  in  the  church  kitchen.  Soon  after  Easter  we  started 
a  junior,  or  youths'  church,  for  our  children's  group  and  inter- 
mediates with  Mrs.  Edith  Barnhart  as  director.  This  service  is 
held  on  Sunday  evening  and  is  proving  very  helpful  to  our  boys 
and  girls.  Our  children's  department  presented  a  fine  chil- 
dren's day  program  on  June  8  during  the  preaching  he  r.  An 
offering  was  received  for  missions  at  the  close  of  the  pi  ogram. 
The  missionary  society  held  a  regular  meeting  in  the  home   of 
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Mrs.  Edith  Barnhart  on  the  evening  of  June  10.  An  interesting 
program  was  given. — Ida  Kempton,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  June  13. 

Sand  Ridge. — Our  first  anniversary  was  held  on  June  1.  Bro. 
Jay  Hornish,  our  elder,  brought  the  morning  message  and 
Brethren  D.  P.  Weller  and  John  Measel  brought  the  messages  in 
the  afternoon.  Special  music  was  given  by  the  Dupont  and  De- 
fiance churches.  We  were  happy  to  have  friends  with  us  from 
the  following  churches:  North  Poplar  Ridge,  Defiance,  Dupont, 
Sugar  Creek  and  Deshler,  Ohio. — Zelma  Wells,  Leipsic,  Ohio, 
June    6. 

West  Nimishillen. — After  Bro.  W.  D.  Keller  resigned  from  our 
church  to  take  up  a  pastorate  at  Bremen,  Ind.,  we  were  left 
without  an  active  minister  for  a  few  weeks.  Our  local  minis- 
terial board  supplied  the  pulpit  for  several  Sundays  with  visit- 
ing ministers.  From  Nov.  24,  1940,  until  Jan.  31,  1941,  Bro.  Edwin 
Petry  took  charge  of  the  ministerial  work;  then  he  was  licensed 
to  the  ministry.  The  licensing  service  was  conducted  by  Bro. 
Adam  Miller  of  the  New  Philadelphia  church.  At  the  last  coun- 
cil meeting  four  were  received  by  letter  into  the  church.  We 
held  pre-Easter  services  at  the  church,  ending  with  a  communion 
service  on  Good  Friday.  On  Easter  Sunday  morning  a  large 
number  attended  the  sunrise  service  at  the  Rubber  Bowl  in 
Akron,  Ohio.  We  have  decided  to  have  our  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic on  July  11  at  Hoover  Camp.  A  number  of  young  people 
from  the  Honolulu  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Washington,  Pa., 
presented  a  program  on  the  evening  of  June  8.  The  congrega- 
tion is  showing  good  interest,  and  the  church  is  progressing  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord. — Ethel  Mishler  and  Mary  Rueschman, 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  June  6. 

Woodworth.— Since  the  leaving  of  Brother  and  Sister  Angeny 
last  September  we  have  been  enjoying  the  spiritual  messages  of 
Bro.  Elmer  Brumbaugh,  Ravenna,  Ohio.  Brother  and  Sister 
Brumbaugh  and  family  have  come  to  us  each  Sunday  during  the 
past  nine  months.  We  will  not  soon  forget  their  earnest  efforts 
to  serve  this  congregation,  and  the  fine  fellowship  we  have  had 
with  them.  We  enjoyed  a  Good  Friday  message  and  had  a  beau- 
tiful service  on  Easter  morning  with  an  impressive  play  in  the 
evening  given  by  the  young  people,  directed  by  Bro.  E.  G. 
Diehm.  Two  have  been  baptized  recently  and  seven  are  await- 
ing baptism.  Our  love  feast  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  group  on 
May  4,  with  Eld.  G.  S.  Strausbaugh  and  Brethren  Brumbaugh 
and  Diehm  in  charge.  There  were  services  honoring  the  mothers 
on  Mother's  Day.  The  high  school  class  gave  them  special  rec- 
ognition by  presenting  each  mother  with  a  corsage.  On  May  25 
the  entire  church  enjoyed  a  splendid  fellowship  dinner  in  fare- 
well to  the  Brumbaughs  as  they  discontinued  their  good  work 
here  to  take  it  up  in  other  parts  of  the  district.  On  May  30  we 
welcomed  our  summer  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
Paul  Shrider  of  Bethany,  who  will  be  with  us  for  the  next  three 
months.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  profitable  summer  with 
these  fine  young  people.  Plans  for  our  Bible  school  are  being 
made.  On  the  evening  of  May  30  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Akron 
presented  more  than  a  hundred  slides  picturing  the  churches  of 
Northeastern  Ohio  at  work.  With  accompanying  explanations 
the  district  work  was  brought  much  closer  to  each  one.  On 
June  1  a  group  of  young  people  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  at 
Camp  Zion.  In  the  evening  Bro.  J.  D.  Reber  of  Cleveland  met 
with  us  in  our  home  church  to  explain  the  Civilian  Service  pro- 
gram and  answer  questions  concerning  the  conscientious  ob- 
jectors. The  young  married  people's  class  is  sponsoring  a  proj- 
ect which  includes  every  church  member;  the  aim  is  to  cancel 
the  parsonage  debt.  The  ladies'  aid  societies  have  been  having 
their  regular  meetings  and  are  planning  their  annual  picnic, 
which  will  be  as  a  birthday  dinner;  the  ladies  having  birthdays 
in  the  last  six  months  will  honor  the  ladies  with  birthdays  in  the 
first  six  months.  All  ladies  of  the  church  are  invited.  The 
Woodworth  church  has  unanimously  called  Bro.  Martin  Krieger 
of  Fredericktown,  Ohio,  to  serve  as  pastor  beginning  this  Sep- 
tember. We  are  looking  forward  to  his  coming  as  our  full-time 
pastor  and  will  be  happy  to  have  him  and  his  family  serve  our 
community. — Esther   Horst,   Columbiana,   Ohio,  June  11. 

Oklahoma 
Pleasant  Plains. — We  met  for  regular  council  on  June  6  with 
Bro.  Sam  Ayres,  assistant  elder,  in  charge.  The  delegates  elected 
for  district  meeting  are  Lowell  Prentice,  Tom  Williams,  Erma 
Wilson  and  Cecil  Ford.  The  ministerial  board  secured  Brother 
and  Sister  Virgil  Brallier  for  our  summer  pastors.  They  began 
their  pastorate  on  June  3.  After  our  council  meeting  the  church 
had  a  pound  social  for  Brother  and  Sister  Brallier.  We  are 
planning  a  vacation  Bible  school  to  be  held  in  July  with  Bro. 
Brallier  in  charge.  Our  women's  work  is  kept  busy  quilting. — • 
Mrs.  Tom  Williams,  Carmen,  Okla.,  June  17. 

Oregon 
Ashland. — At  the  February  council  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman  of 
Grants  Pass  was  elected  elder  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
We  also  re-elected  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  J.  Wine,  for  another  year. 
A  cantata,  The  Prince  of  Life,  directed  by  Mrs.  Marie  Pence, 
was  given  on  Easter  Sunday.  In  March  Bro.  Stutsman  con- 
ducted a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  service  here  Also  in  March, 
Bill  Finley  of  Washington  visited  our  church  in  behalf  of  the 
conscientious  objector  camps.  We  observed  Mother's  Day  with 
a  short  program.  Two  of  our  young  people  entered  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  oratorical  contest  and  Betty  Anderson  of  our  church  won 


the  medal.  The  local  president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Mrs.  Poet, 
recently  gave  us  a  reading  entitled  Poor  House  Anne.  A  short 
time  ago  William  Stauff  of  Yreka,  Calif.,  gave  us  the  morning 
message.  At  the  May  council  Bro.  Wine  was  elected  as  delegate 
to  Annual  Conference.  The  ladies'  aid  and  the  Sunday  school 
sent  a  box  of  clothing  for  China  relief.  The  church  at  work 
conference  of  southern  Oregon  was  held  at  Ashland,  June  8. 
Bro.  Barr  of  Myrtle  Point  gave  the  morning  sermon.  The  at- 
tendance at  the  morning  church  service  was  120.  We  appreci- 
ate the  good  representation  from  the  Myrtle  Point  and  Grants 
Pass  churches.  Our  Annual  Conference  offering  was  $25.50.  The 
men's  group  presented  the  church  with  monks  cloth  curtains  for 
Sunday  and  program  use. — Mrs.  B.  M.  Lininger,  Ashland,  Oreg., 
June  16. 

Grants  Pass. — Our  mother  and  daughter  meeting  was  held 
May  11  at  the  home  of  Olga  Johnson,  with  a  large  attendance. 
The  new  project  of  our  holiday  gifts  was  started;  the  proceeds 
from  this  are  to  go  to  our  building  fund.  Sister  J.  L.  Christlieb 
presented  the  church  with  a  large  chart  of  the  ten  command- 
ments. She  also  presented  one  to  each  of  the  Grants  Pass  pub- 
lic schools.  The  ladies'  aid  met  and  sewed  for  one  of  our  mem- 
bers. At  the  present  time  our  Sunday  school  is  engaged  in  a 
contest  to  promote  more  interest  and  attendance.  Several  of 
our  number  attended  the  joint  church  at  work  conference  held 
in  the  Ashland  church  on  June  8. — Teckla  Olsen,  Grants  Pass, 
Oreg.,   June   11. 

Pennsylvania 

Allegheny  Valley. — On  the  first  Sunday  of  April  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Stanley  K.  Bowser  of  Kittanning,  completed  one  year's 
ministry  at  the  Allegheny  Valley  church.  Bro.  Bowser  has  been 
here  before  as  temporary  pastor.  In  Dec.  1940  he  moved  into 
our  locality.  Last  fall  the  church  started  a  remodeling  program, 
building  a  belfry,  additional  Sunday-school  rooms,  and  a  balcony 
inside  the  church  auditorium.  This  extended  our  church  front 
ten  feet,  giving  us  two  doors  fronting  on  the  two  corners.  This 
spring  before  our  revival  meeting  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  church  varnished  the  new  part,  and  repapered  and  redeco- 
rated the  entire  church  auditorium.  We  plan  to  repaint  the 
pews  and  varnish  the  floors  this  summer.  In  April  Bro.  Lawrence 
Bianchi  of  Park  Hill  held  a  very  successful  revival  meeting  for 
two  weeks.  Eleven  were  baptized  and  five  reclaimed.  Our 
Sunday  school  averages  100  each  Sunday  and  our  offerings  are 
around  $6  each  Sunday.  This  is  a  milltown  and  a  great  field  for 
mission  work,  as  the  only  church  within  walking  distance  is  a 
Methodist  church. — Charles  Porter,  Natrona  Heights,  Pa.,  June  3. 

Allentown. — On  March  23  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  conducted  a  Bible 
Institute.  His  three  messages  rekindled  our  desires  for  Chris- 
tian sacrificing,  of  which  we  can  never  do  too  much.  Our  Pas- 
sion Week  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  J.  I.  Byler  and 
Lester  Bucher;  these  services  were  climaxed  by  a  pageant, 
Barabbas,  sponsored  by  the  young  people.  May  4  was  the  day 
of  our  love  feast.  Bro.  Cyrus  Krall  of  Midway  was  our  guest 
minister.  Preceding  this  service  four  applicants  received  the 
rites  of  Christian  baptism.  On  June  29  Bro.  Harper  Snavely  will 
begin  a  series  of  meetings  which  will  continue  for  two  weeks. 
We  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to  every  one  to  attend  these 
services  or  any  one  of  our  regular  services. — Helen  C.  Bucher, 
Myerstown,   Pa.,  June   14. 

Ambler. — Our  new  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  is  composed  of  Jean 
Norris,  Earl  Hagginbotham,  Marie  Wright  and  Walter  Dummel- 
dinger.  Howard  Sollenberger  gave  us  an  interesting  account  of 
present-day  conditions  in  China.  Our  midweek  service  will  be 
devoted  to  a  study  of  Philippians.  On  a  recent  Sunday  evening 
the  fifty-voice  Lansdale  High  School  a  cappella  choir,  directed  by 
George  Messick,  presented  a  concert  that  was  greatly  appreci- 
ated. Sister  Anna  Beahm  Mow  of  India  recently  gave  us  a  most 
helpful  message  on  Love  as  a  Force.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Nevin  H. 
Zuck,  is  preaching  an  interesting  series  of  sermons  on  The  Lord's 
Prayer.— Elizabeth  R.  Blough,  Hatfield,  Pa.,  June  9. 

Annville. — Since  our  last  report  seven  members  have  been  re- 
ceived by  letter.  On  Sunday,  April  27,  the  young  people  of  the 
Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  held  a  very  interesting  meeting 
at  Annville  with  afternoon  and  evening  sessions.  Our  young 
people  served  a  fellowship  supper  to  350  people.  We  appreci- 
ated the  coming  of  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  for  a 
one-day  Bible  Institute  on  May  4.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
May  10  with  a  very  good  attendance.  Brethren  John  Hershman 
of  Elizabethtown  and  Peter  Heisey  of  Heidelberg  preached  for  us 
on  the  following  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  morning.  Bro. 
Hershman  officiated  at  these  services.  On  May  22  the  district 
Sunday-school  and  missionary  meeting  was  held  in  our  church 
with  a  large  attendance.  The  Gospel  Messenger  is  now  received 
in  all  of  our  Brethren  homes.  From  May  11  to  25  a  revival  was 
held  at  South  Annville  with  Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  as  evangel- 
ist. Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  members  are  planning  to  give  a  program  at 
Frystown  on  June  22. — Fannie  K.  Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa., 
June    5. 

Center  Hill. — We  had  a  very  successful  evangelistic  meeting 
conducted  by  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg,  Pa.  Bro. 
Brougher  brought  soul-stirring  messages  to  large  and  appreci- 
ative audiences.  Through  his  efforts  and  the  co-operation  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  W.  C.  Sell,  six  united  with  the  church  by  baptism. 
At  the  close  of  the  meetings.  May  25,  our  love  feast  was  held. 
Our  assistant  pastor,  Sister  Alice  D.  Sell,  brought  helpful  mes- 


28 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  12,   1941 


sages  at  the  pre-Easter  meetings.  On  Mother's  Day  the  oldest 
minister  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Bro.  James  A.  Sell  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  who  is  ninety-six  years  old,  brought  us  a  mes- 
sage. Although  totally  blind,  he  has  a  keen  mind.  Bro.  Sell 
spoke  from  the  rich  experiences  of  a  life  of  seventy-five  years  as 
a  minister. — Flaura  Bowser,  Kittanning,  Pa.,  June  4. 

Cherry  Lane.— The  church  met  in  council  on  May  1.  We 
elected  Brother  and  Sister  C.  O.  Beery  as  delegates  to  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  Fredericksburg.  It  was  decided  to  paint  the 
church  and  parsonage,  which  is  being  done  at  this  time.  The 
young  people  gave  an  illuminated  cross  service  for  Easter.  On 
April  27  Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp,  our  missionaries 
to  Africa,  were  with  us  at  the  morning  services.  Bro.  Kulp 
gave  a  very  interesting  talk  of  their  work  in  Africa.  Sister  Kulp 
sang  several  songs  for  us  in  their  African  language  and  also  in 
our  own  language.  Their  little  girl  sang  a  solo.  We  enjoyed 
their  visit  with  us.  Our  elder,  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler,  held  a 
week's  meeting  at  one  of  our  union  churches.  Black  Valley,  the 
week  before  our  love  feast,  May  11.  As  a  result  of  the  meet- 
ing three  were  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  well  attended  with 
eighty  communicants.  Bro.  E.  M.  Detwiler  officiated  at  the  love 
feast.  On  May  1  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  held  a  convention  at  our 
church.  Our  young  people  gave  a  program  of  picture  slides  on 
Sunday  night,  May  18.  The  slides  were  shown  by  Robert  Sol- 
lenberger.  They  were  of  Our  Publishing  House  at  Elgin,  111.,  and 
The  Rural  Churches.  It  was  especially  nice  to  see  the  work  of 
the   publishing   house. — Faye   Koontz,   Clearville,   Pa.,   June   4. 

Chiques. — On  May  25  Bro.  Milton  M.  Hess  from  the  Mountville 
congregation  gave  us  a  helpful  sermon  at  the  Chiques  house. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  May  27,  28,  with  Brethren  Irvin 
Heisey,  Graybill  Hershey,  Peter  Heisey,  Samuel  S.  Shearer, 
Howard  Danner,  Allen  G.  Becker  and  Welty  Smith  present.  Bro. 
Smith  officiated.  Brethren  H.  F.  King  and  S.  S.  Shearer  were 
present  at  our  council  meeting  held  May  31  in  order  to  help  elect 
a  deacon.  The  choice  fell  on  Bro.  Dawson  G.  Hosier,  who  was 
installed.  In  four  weeks'  time  we  lost  two  of  our  deacons,  who 
passed  on  to  their  eternal  home.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will 
be  held  in  the  evening  from  July  14-25.  Our  young  people  are 
having  weekly  singing-school  lessons  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  Henry  Gottshall  from  Annville,  Pa.  Bro.  Elmer  H.  Zug  fills 
the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  church  clerk  caused  by  the  death  of 
Bro.  H.  E.  Ginder.  The  Chiques  house  was  recarpeted  and  had 
a  new  roof  put  on.  Our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  held  at  Hatfield,  Pa.,  were  Brethren  B.  G. 
Stauffer,  David  Gibble  and  Elmer  H.  Zug.  The  children's  meet- 
ing at  Mt.  Hope  is  to  be  held  June  29  in  the  evening.  Bro.  Mil- 
ton L.  Hershey  from  the  White  Oak  congregation  will  be  our 
guest  speaker.  On  May  4  the  Spurlock  quartet  from  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  rendered  a  concert  of  sacred  music  to  a  capacity 
audience.  Since  our  last  report  two  young  married  men  were 
received  by  baptism,  one  by  letter  and  one  by  former  baptism. 
—Mrs.   Fanny   Zug  Shearer,  Manheim,  Pa.,  June   5. 

Claysburg. — Our  delegates  to  the  district  conference  at  the 
Fredericksburg  church  were  Sister  Edith  Corle  and  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Miller.  At  our  quarterly  business  meeting  held  April  16  our 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  L.  Cox,  was  re-elected  to  serve  his  sixteenth  year 
as  pastor  and  elder  of  this  congregation.  A  number  of  our 
brethren  attended  the  men's  work  banquet  held  in  the  Stoners- 
town  church.  Our  men  have  been  active;  they  regraveled  the 
parking  space  and  at  the  present  are  enlarging  the  parsonage 
garage  to  accommodate  two  cars.  Our  pastor  held  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  beginning  April  27  and  closing  with  a  love  feast  on 
Sunday  evening,  May  11.  Special  music  was  given  by  various 
groups  from  other  churches;  the  sermons  were  based  on  the 
fundamentals  of  our  faith,  and  the  church  as  a  whole  was  edified. 
On  May  18  a  volunteer  group  from  Juniata  College  gave  a  worth- 
while program,  and  an  offering  of  $15  was  taken  for  missions. 
On  May  23  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  in  the 
church  and  fifty  mothers  and  daughters  listened  to  a  very  help- 
ful address  by  Sister  W.  N.  Staufer  of  New  Enterprise.  On  June 
1  we  began  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  with  Mrs.  Edith  Cox 
as  dean,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Walter,  Mrs.  Edith  Corle,  Miss 
Ruth  Miller  and  the  pastor.  Fifty  children  were  enrolled  and  on 
Sunday  evening,  June  15,  they  gave  a  program  demonstrating 
their  two  weeks'  work.  An  offering  of  $16  was  given  for  use  of 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee.  Two  of  our  intermediate  boys, 
Robert  Holland  and  Flarel  Corle,  attended  the  junior  high  ses- 
sion at  Camp  Harmony. — H.  D.  Miller,   Claysburg,  Pa.,  June   16. 

Conesioga. — On  March  30  the  Negro  male  quartet  from  the 
Spurlock  School  of  Music  in  Philadelphia  gave  a  splendid  musi- 
cal program  at  our  young  people's  meeting  at  Bareville.  During 
the  last  three  months  a  number  of  visiting  ministers  have  served 
in  our  pulpit:  Brethren  Milton  L.  Hershey,  Graybill  Hershey, 
H.  B.  Yoder,  Clarence  Horst,  and  David  Gibbel.  On  Easter  eve- 
ning the  children  of  our  Sunday  school  gave  an  interesting  pro- 
gram after  which  Bro.  Samuel  Longenecker  of  Lititz  gave  an  im- 
pressive object  lesson  using  the  candle  to  illustrate  The  Light. 
Our  quarterly  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  April  20,  at  which 
Bro.  W.  E.  Glasmire  of  the  Lancaster  church  delivered  a  fitting 
sermon.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  May  17.  Bro.  S.  G.  Meyer 
of  Lebanon  and  Bro.  B.  G.  Stauffer  of  the  Chiques  congregation 
gave  us  timely  messages  in  the  afternoon.  Bro.  Meyer  officiated 
at  the  communion  service  and  also  remained  and  preached  for 
us  on  the  following  morning.  On  June  1  Bro.  Graybill  Hershey 
of  the  White  Oak  congregation  preached  on  the  subject  of  Wel- 


fare, after  which  an  offering  was  lifted  for  the  work  of  our 
Board  of  Christian  Education.  Our  quota  for  the  support  of 
our  Civilian  Service  camps  is  being  contributed  in  quarterly  of- 
ferings. Since  our  last  report  one  certificate  of  membership  was 
granted  and  two  were  lost  by  death.  One  was  added  through 
baptism  and  five  were  received  by  letter.  Plans  are  being  made 
for  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  at  Bareville  in  July,  and  a  series 
of  revival  meetings  at  Monterey  in  August. — Minnie  M.  Myer, 
Leola,   Pa.,   June   11. 

Conewago. — On  Easter  Sunday  we  had  a  young  people's  meet- 
ing at  the  Conewago  house.  A  pageant  was  presented  in  which 
many  of  the  factors  of  personality  and  character  were  portrayed 
in  relation  to  everyday  life.  Phares  Forney  was  the  speaker. 
On  Mother's  Day  a  program  was  presented  by  the  mothers. 
This  was  also  held  at  the  Conewago  house  with  Bro.  C.  W.  Gib- 
bel as  the  speaker.  Our  love  feast,  which  was  held  on  May  17, 
18,  was  very  well  attended.  Brethren  Aaron  Heisey,  Amos 
Heisey  and  Henry  Hess  were  the  ministers  in  charge  of  the 
meeting.  On  May  31  a  missionary  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Bachmanville  house.  Bro.  Edward  Ziegler,  returned  mission- 
ary to  India,  was  the  speaker;  he  also  showed  slides  in  con- 
nection with  his  work  there.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Conewago  house  on  June  5.  It  was  decided  to  change  the 
love  feast  to  a  later  date  in  order  to  avoid  conflicting  with 
services  in  neighboring  congregations.  The  children's  day  pro- 
gram at  the  Bachmanville  house  was  held  on  June  8.  Bro.  John 
H.  Hershman  was  the  speaker.  He  made  the  meeting  a  very 
interesting  one.  The  young  people's  committee  wishes  to  an- 
nounce the  young  people's  Bible  conference  to  be  held  here  on 
July  12,  13.  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  from  Woodbury,  Pa.,  and  Bro. 
Paul  Miller  from  New  Oxford  will  be  the  speakers.  Meetings 
will  be  held  on  Saturday  evening  and  all  day  on  Sunday. — 
Lillie  I.  Heisey,  Hershey,  Pa.,  June  13. 

East  Fairview. — Since  our  last  report  ten  have  been  received 
by  letter.  On  March  9  Bro.  Carl  Ziegler  of  Lebanon  was  the 
speaker  at  our  Sunday  evening  meeting  sponsored  by  the  men's 
work  organization  of  the  church.  The  mothers  and  daughters 
meeting  was  held  on  May  6,  with  Mrs.  James  Moore  as  the 
speaker.  The  love  feast  was  held  on  May  11,  with  Brethren 
David  Snader  and  S.  K.  Wenger  as  the  visiting  ministers.  Bro. 
Snader  officiated.  On  May  25  we  had  as  our  visiting  minister 
Bro.  Roy  Miller  of  Brownsville,  Md.  In  the  evening  the  men  of 
our  church  observed  Father's  Day  with  Bro.  Henry  Ginder  of  the 
Brethren  in  Christ  church  as  the  speaker.  On  April  20  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  sponsored  a  program  with  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer  as  the 
guest  speaker.  Bro.  Galen  C.  Kilhefner  of  Ephrata  spoke  at  our 
children's  meeting  on  Sunday  evening,  June  1.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  which  will  start  July 
7  and  continue  for  two  weeks.  Sister  Ruth  Longenecker  and 
Sister  Mary  Weaver  will  supervise  the  school.  Our  sacrificial 
offering  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  is  held  the  last  Sun- 
day of  every  month.  Bro.  James  Moore  of  Lititz  will  be  the 
speaker  at  our  peace  meeting  on  July  6  in  the  evening. — Jerome 
H.  Brubaker,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  June  9. 

Harrisburg. — On  May  3  baptismal  services  were  held  for  six 
persons.  They  were  baptized  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey. 
On  May  4  a  rededication  service  was  observed.  The  address 
was  delivered  by  the  pastor.  Our  minister  of  music,  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Blough,  sang  Bless  This  House.  A  new  choir  loft  has  been 
erected.  The  pulpit  and  rostrum  have  been  changed  from  the 
west  side  of  the  church  auditorium  to  the  north  side.  The  pews 
have  been  arranged  to  accommodate  the  change  of  the  pulpit. 
The  auditorium  has  been  recarpeted.  The  baptistry  has  been 
installed  in  the  basement  auditorium.  Bro.  William  A.  Trimmer, 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  gave  his  report.  The  project 
involved  an  expenditure  of  $1,787.  The  total  amount  has  been 
paid.  On  May  4  the  young  people  held  a  vesper  service  and  then 
delivered  May  baskets  to  the  shut-ins  of  our  congregation.  On 
May  15  a  mother  and  daughter  supper  was  served  to  103.  Our 
love  feast  and  holy  communion  was  observed  on  May  18.  Bro. 
R.  W.  Schlosser  delivered  the  sermon  before  the  communion 
service.  Our  pastor  officiated  at  the  tables.  On  May  23  Bro. 
Heisey  began  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  theme,  The  Letters 
Sent  by  Jesus  to  the  Seven  Churches.  Children's  day  will  be 
observed  on  June  15.  The  daily  vacation  Bible  school  will  be 
directed  by  Sister  Hilda  Gibbel  this  year.  Our  offering  toward 
our  quota  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  and  relief  will 
be  lifted  on  June  15.  The  men's  work  meets  each  month  and  is 
sponsoring  Bible  study  in  the  Book  of  Romans.  Bro.  Heisey  is 
conducting  the  study.  Bro.  Heisey,  representing  the  Harrisburg 
Ministers  Association,  spoke  over  radio  station  WKBO  each 
Wednesday  in  May  on  the  subject,  The  Holy  Spirit.— Mrs.  E.  M. 
Byrem,  Camp  Hill,  Pa.,  Jan.  14. 

Koontz. — As  a  result  of  our  three  evening  meetings  held  prior 
to  our  love  feast  on  May  18,  three  new  members  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  and  one  was  reclaimed.  Our  love  feast 
was  well  attended,  with  132  members  participating.  On  May  20 
the  members  of  our  church  met  to  do  some  needed  repair  work 
and  cleaning  at  the  church.  The  yard  was  graded  and  graveled 
and  grass  seed  was  sown;  new  fence  was  also  put  up  around  part 
of  the  cemetery.  The  ladies  served  the  dinner  in  the  church 
basement.  Bro.  Steinberger  and  Bro.  D.  P.  Hoover  have  been 
visiting  ministers  in  our  church  during  the  past  months;  they 
delivered  very  fine  sermons  to  us.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  series  of  meetings  that  will  start  Sunday  morning,  June  15 
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with   Bro.   Lawrence   Bianchi    of   Windber   as   evangelist. — Laura 
Baker,1  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  June   12. 

Lower  Conewago. — A  Mother's  Day  program  was  presented  at 
both  the  Bermudian  and  Wolgemuth  churches.  On  May  11  we 
began  a  revival  meeting  at  the  Bermudian  church.  Elder  J.  A. 
Buffenmyer,  pastor  of  the  Bunkertown  church.  Pa.,  was  the 
evangelist.  Five  were  baptized  as  a  result  of  these  meetings, 
and  one  aged  man,  79  years  old,  was  baptized  a  few  weeks  before 
the  meeting.  Our  revival  closed  with  the  love  feast,  which  was 
well  attended.  Bro.  Buffenmyer  officiated.  Other  ministers 
were  Elder  H.  M.  Stover  of  Waynesboro,  Elder  L.  E.  Leas  and 
Chauncy  Trimmer  of  York,  Pa.  On  June  6  there  will  be  a 
Galilean  service  held  on  the  creek  bank  at  Shady  Nook  Dam.  On 
June  15  there  will  be  a  father  and  son  meeting  at  the  Altland 
meetinghouse.  The  oldest  and  youngest  ministers  will  be  the 
main  speakers.  Our  Messenger  agents  have  secured  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  Messenger  subscriptions.  Our  church  is  gaining 
and  we  are  very  thankful  for  the  active  service  the  young  folks 
are  giving  at  both  of  our  churches. — Ruth  Murphy  Harlacher, 
Dover,   Pa.,   June  4. 

Marsh  Creek. — A  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  was  held  from 
May  18  to  June  1.  The  messages  brought  to  us  by  Bro.  Norman 
K.  Musser  were  interesting  and  challenging.  Our  lives  have 
been  enriched  by  these  meetings  and  as  a  result  two  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  fellowship  by  baptism  and  two  others 
await  baptism.  The  love  feast  was  held  June  1  with  Bro.  Mus- 
ser officiating.  Other  visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  M.  C. 
Valentine,  Walter  West,  Elmer  P.  Schildt,  and  Charles  A.  Stover. 
Since  our  last  report  six  members  were  received  by  letter.  On 
Sunday  evening,  April  27,  the  Carlisle  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  us  an 
interesting  program  in  the  Gettysburg  church.  A  special  coun- 
cil was  called  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  plan  to  raise  funds 
to  support  the  Brethren  Service  camp  project.  Our  offering  for 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  amounted  to  $150.  On  April 
17  we  met  in  regular  council  with  Eld.  W.  G.  Group  presiding. 
Routine  business  was  discussed  and  plans  for  a  revival  and  love 
feast  were  made.  We  decided  to  install  electric  lights  in  the 
Marsh  Creek  house.  The  house  is  being  wired  at  the  present 
time.  Brother  and  Sister  William  N.  Zobler  plan  to  attend  An- 
nual Conference  and  willingly  consented  to  serve  as  delegates 
from  this  congregation. — Mrs.  Walter  Keeney,  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
June   11. 

Midway. — Our  Passion  Week  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Henry  G.  Bucher  of  Lebanon.  An  Easter  pageant  under  the  di- 
rection of  Ruth  Brubaker  was  presented  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Dur- 
ing the  past  two  months  two  young  men  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism,  three  certificates  of  membership  were  re- 
ceived, and  one  person  came  by  transfer  of  letter.  On  May  10 
Bro.  N.  K.  Musser  officiated  at  our  love  feast.  The  Home  Build- 
ers' class  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored  the  Mother's  Day  pro- 
gram with  Sister  Nettie  Senger,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
as  the  guest  speaker.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  an  all-day  fellow- 
ship service  on  Sunday,  April  27,  with  a  delegation  of  West 
Chester  Quakers  as  guests.  The  theme  of  this  rally  was  Chris- 
tian Living  in  Such  a  Time  as  This.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  of 
Bridgewater,  Virginia,  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  Society  of 
Friends  conducted  the  afternoon  devotions  in  their  unique  man- 
ner. Guests  were  entertained  at  dinner  in  various  homes  and 
a  fellowship  supper  was  held  at  the  church.  On  May  7  Paul 
Voronaeff  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  The  Soviet  Govern- 
ment's Attitude  Toward  Religion.  On  May  18  Bro.  Cyrus  Krall 
delivered  an  inspiring  sermon  on  missions.  The  offering  at  this 
service  was  $230.50.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school,  under  the 
supervision  of  Bro.  Cyrus  Krall,  will  be  held  July  7-18. — Nora  L. 
Zug,    Lebanon,    Pa.,    June    5. 

Mt.  Olivet. — On  May  3  we  held  our  annual  council  meeting 
with  our  elder,  Bro.  S.  C.  Godfrey,  presiding.  The  various  com- 
mittees were  elected  for  another  year.  The  treasurer  gave  a  re- 
port showing  a  very  staple  balance  in  the  treasury.  Bro.  Reu- 
ben Jones  and  wife  were  elected  to  serve  in  the  deacon's  capac- 
ity; the  installation  was  held  the  following  day.  We  held  our 
love  feast  on  May  4.  Bro.  Godfrey  preached  the  examination 
service  and  officiated  at  the  communion  service;  the  following 
ministers  also  participated  in  the  services:  Elder  W.  H.  Miller 
and  Brethren  Mark  Ebersole  and  E.  S.  Kipp.  On  May  18  we  en- 
tertained the  young  people's  rally  of  the  northern  zone  of  the 
Southern  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Bro.  Isenberg  of  Shippens- 
burg,  the  newly-elected  young  people's  director,  gave  the  in- 
spiring morning  message.  In  the  afternoon  the  Bunkertown 
men's  chorus  brought  messages  in  song;  also  Bro.  Isenberg  gave 
a  sketch  of  the  work  for  young  people's  groups  in  the  coming 
years.  Our  mission  offering,  amounting  to  $91.48,  was  taken  on 
May  25.  On  June  1  our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Mark  Ebersole  of 
Hershey,  Pa.,  began  his  work  here.  On  June  8  we  held  our 
children's  day  program  with  a  good  attendance.  An  offering 
was  lifted  for  the  children's  home  in  Carlisle,  Pa.  On  June  22 
Bro.  Ebersole  will  begin  an  evangelistic  service  continuing  for 
one  week. — Ada  Brandt,  Millerstown,  Pa.,  June   11. 

Norristown. — On  the  Saturday  before  Easter  six  young  people 
received  Christian  baptism.  The  unified  Easter  service  con- 
sisted of  a  program  by  the  children,  the  consecration  of  little 
children,  and  the  reception  of  new  members.  Special  musical 
numbers  were  given.  In  the  evening  the  young  people  pre- 
sented the  play,  Joseph  of  Arimathea.  The  young  people  of  the 
Green  Tree  church  gave  us  a  good  program   on  April  27.     The 


same  evening  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Smoke  of  Juniata  College  preached 
for  us.  Bro.  W.  G.  Nyce  of  Harmonyville  officiated  at  our  love 
feast  on  May  4.  On  May  9  the  mother  and  daughter  dinner  was 
held  with  more  than  fifty  present.  Mrs.  Willis  Lederach  was 
the  guest  speaker.  Bro.  Wilbur  Martin  of  Pottstown  brought  us 
a  helpful  message  May  25.  Plans  are  drawn  for  a  much-needed 
addition  to  our  present  church  building. — Emma  N.  Cassel,  Nor- 
ristown, Pa.,  June  6. 

Pittsburgh. — Before  our  love  feast,  held  May  4,  five  young 
folks  were  received  by  baptism.  Attendance  at  communion  was 
the  highest  for  several  years,  notwithstanding  some  illness.  Dur- 
ing May  we  had  a  special  service  each  Sunday.  Mother's  Day 
was  observed  by  a  special  program,  the  sermon,  A  Mother  Was 
There,  effectively  delivered  by  our  pastor,  and  the  dedication 
of  babies.  Through  the  kindness  of  Bro.  Elmer  Miller  and  wife 
carnations  were  presented  to  the  mothers  present,  an  annual 
custom.  On  May  18,  Educational  Sunday,  a  special  offering  was 
received  for  Juniata  College;  in  the  afternoon  our  church  was 
host  to  the  Sunday-school  rally  of  the  seventh  circuit  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  T.  R.  Coffman  gave  the  main 
address  on  the  subject,  What  Are  We  Getting  Out  of  Life?  An 
appropriate  drama  representing  the  conversion  of  Paul  was 
presented  by  the  young  people  of  the  Greensburg  church.  The 
contest  in  Sunday-school  attendance  was  won  by  our  Pittsburgh 
Sunday  school,  but  the  convention  attendance  banner  went  to  the 
Mt.  Pleasant  Sunday  school.  May  25  was  the  Annual  Conference 
Offering  Sunday.  The  young  people  met  for  a  banquet  on 
May  24  with  Rev.  W.  S.  McLean  and  wife  of  the  Christian  church 
as  guests.  The  women  and  girls  of  the  church  met  on  May  27 
for  a  banquet  with  fifty-six  in  attendance.  The  speaker  on  this 
occasion  was  Estella  Price,  a  teacher  from  a  neighboring  church. 
Our  special  guest  was  Sister  Sarah  Hineman  from  Ephrata,  Pa., 
grandmother  of  our  pastor's  wife.  Coming  events  in  June  are 
the  children's  service,  June  15,  and  vespers  in  the  park,  June  22. 
— M.   Elizabeth  Barnett,   Pittsburgh,   Pa.,   June   1. 

Pottstown. — Since  our  last  writing  there  has  been  increased 
activity  in  all  departments  of  our  work.  On  Feb.  16  Interracial 
Sunday  was  observed,  the  colored  brethren  of  a  neighboring 
church  taking  charge  of  our  evening  service.  This  service  was 
well  attended  and  very  inspirational.  Bro.  Russel  Weber  of  our 
church  was  called  into  the  Christian  ministry.  On  April  16  our 
young  people  presented  an  Easter  play  entitled  In  the  Bethany 
Home.  On  April  20  Percy  Crawford,  radio  preacher  on  the 
Young  People's  Church  of  the  Air,  had  charge.  The  church  was 
filled  to  capacity.  Mother's  Day  was  observed  by  a  special  serv- 
ice. A  children's  dedication  service  was  also  held  on  this  day. 
In  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  members  attended  a  Sunday- 
school  convention  at  the  Coventry  Brethren  church.  Brother 
and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp,  our  missionaries  to  Africa,  were  the 
speakers.  Bro.  Ralph  Jones  of  Mingo  officiated  at  our  spring  love 
feast.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  well  attended  and 
was  a  real  treat  to  all.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every  Wednesday 
to  sew.  At  the  present  we  are  busy  quilting.  The  church  re- 
cently purchased  a  mimeograph  machine  to  be  used  in  printing 
our  monthly  bulletins  and  other  printed  material. — Mrs.  Lloyd 
Vanderslice,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  June   7. 

Roaring  Spring. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  the  evening  of 
May  4,  with  our  pastor,  Eld.  T.  F.  Henry,  presiding.  About 
three  hundred  members  attended.  One  young  girl  was  baptized 
just  before  the  love  feast  and  three  were  baptized  before  Easter. 
Bro.  Paul  Yoder,  representing  Juniata  College,  brought  the  mes- 
sage in  our  church  on  Educational  Day.  Brother  and  Sister  Louis 
Hoover  will  represent  our  church  at  Annual  Conference.  Over 
two  hundred  were  present  for  our  mother  and  daughter  social 
which  was  held  Friday  evening,  May  16.  Mrs.  Glen  Norris  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  Street  church,  Altoona,  was  the  speaker  of  the 
evening;  music  was  furnished  by  the  girls  in  our  Sunday-school 
orchestra  and  by  our  women's  quartet  and  duet.  The  men  of  the 
church  served  the  lunch.  The  union  vacation  Bible  school  began 
June  9  and  will  continue  for  two  weeks.  Our  children's  day  serv- 
ice will  be  held  Sunday  morning,  June  15.  Our  pastor,  being  a 
member  of  the  Standing  Committee,  will  be  absent  for  two  Sun- 
days, to  attend  the  Annual  Conference. — Mrs.  Lena  M.  Hoover, 
Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  June  9. 

Scalp  Level. — On  Easter  Sunday  evening  our  choir  gave  a  can- 
tata under  the  direction  of  Miss  Florence  Seese.  On  April  23 
the  children  of  our  Sunday  school  gave  a  musical  program  under 
the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  the  children's  department, 
Miss  Blanche  Wengard.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  a  returned  mis- 
sionary to  India,  gave  a  great  message  in  our  church  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  April  30.  On  May  4  we  held  our  communion 
services.  On  May  11  we  observed  Mother's  Day  in  the  morning 
service.  Four  of  our  men  of  the  church  gave  talks  on:  A  Pray- 
ing Mother,  The  Great-Great-Grandmother  of  David,  The  Mother 
of  John  the  Baptist,  and  The  Mother  of  Jesus.  On  May  18  we 
observed  Father's  Day;  two  of  our  ladies  of  the  church  gave  the 
messages  in  the  morning  services.  Eleven  of  our  young  people 
of  the  church  graduated  from  the  Windber  High  School.  By  the 
faithful  work  of  our  pastor  twenty-seven  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  since  our  last  report.  On  May  25  Mrs. 
Ella  Black,  president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  gave  us  an  enlightening 
address  on  world  conditions. — S.  B.  Hoffman,  Scalp  Level,  Pa., 
June   5. 

Springville.— On  April  26  Bro.  Earl  Kurtz,  Elgin,  111.,  preached 
the  morning  sermon.     Jacob  Leininger  and  Samuel  Heffley  were 
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our  delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Hatfield,  April  28,  29.  On 
Mother's  Day  Dr.  Daryl  Parker,  missionary  on  furlough  from 
China,  gave  a  missionary  sermon  and  at  this  meeting  each 
mother  was  presented  with  a  carnation  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Breth- 
ren M.  Clyde  Horst.  R.  P.  Bucher,  Elmer  Ebersole,  Harry  E. 
Aldinger  and  A.  C.  Baugher,  officiating,  gave  helpful  sermons  at 
our  love  feast,  May  20,  21.  On  June  1  Bro.  Galen  C.  Kilhefner  of 
Witmer  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  children's  day  program  at 
Cocalico.  Since  the  last  report  one  was  received  by  letter  and 
two  by  baptism. — Erla  Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa.,  June  9. 

Summit  Mills. — The  church  met  in  council  on  May  29.  Our 
former  officers  were  all  re-elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Walter  Berkebile  was  appointed  as  elder.  Brother  and  Sister 
Beahm  will  represent  the  church  at  Conference.  Sister  Ida  Shu- 
maker  visited  us  June  2  and  related  some  of  her  experiences 
as  a  missionary  in  India.  We  have  no  regular  pastor  at  the 
present  time  and  our  appointments  are  filled  by  visiting  breth- 
ren. We  are  always  glad  to  have  any  of  our  brethren  who  are 
passing  through  to  stop  and  worship  with  us. — N.  C.  Gnagey, 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  June  16. 

Uniontown. — Three  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  at 
the  close  of  our  pre-Easter  meetings,  which  were  conducted  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
Good  Friday  evening.  On  Easter  Sunday  evening  a  candlelight 
service  and  a  play.  The  Tragedy  That  Opened  the  Tomb,  were 
enjoyed  by  a  large  audience.  The  Juniata  choir  gave  us  an 
inspiring  program  on  April  15.  After  twelve  years  of  very  effi- 
cient service,  Bro.  Sollenberger  has  resigned  as  our  pastor.  His 
resignation  will  become  effective  on  July  31.  The  ministerial 
board  is  working  to  secure  a  new  pastor.  We  decided  not  to 
send  a  delegate  to  Annual  Conference  this  year.  A  one-fourth 
scholarship  to  Camp  Harmony  has  been  offered  to  all  campers 
from  our  church  this  summer.  About  125  attended  the  mother 
and  daughter  tea  which  was  given  May  9.  Mrs.  Margaret  Bur- 
rell,  our  guest  speaker,  gave  a  wonderful  message  on  the  sub- 
ject. Dangerous  Opportunity.  Bro.  Quincy  Holsopple  preached 
Sunday  morning,  May  4,  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor.  Our 
church  auditorium  has  recently  been  carpeted.  The  young  peo- 
ple's rally  of  circuit  six  was  held  in  our  church  on  May  16.  Rev. 
C.  A.  Sodofsy  of  the  anti-saloon  league  brought  us  a  timely  mes- 
sage on  the  subject,  Is  It  True  What  They  Say  About  Alcohol? 
On  June  8  an  appropriate  service  in  recognition  of  the  cancella- 
tion of  our  building  fund  debt  and  the  burning  of  the  notes  and 
mortgages  was  held. — Mrs.  Alta  Lowdermilk,  Uniontown,  Pa., 
June  11. 

South  Dakota 
Willow  Creek. — Because  of  mild  weather,  we  were  privileged 
to  hold  our  regular  services  throughout  the  past  winter,  and 
Bro.  Sylvan  Stemen  of  Edgeley,  North  Dakota,  faithfully  kept 
his  appointments  every  two  weeks  until  the  close  of  the  month 
of  May.  Our  group  decided  to  co-operate  in  supporting  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  Mother's  Day  an  appropri- 
ate program  honoring  our  mothers  was  presented  by  the  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  grade  pupils  of  one  of  our  teachers.  These 
children  demonstrated  real  talent.  Bro.  D.  Eugene  Lichty  of  the 
South  Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  has  arranged  to  spend  the  summer 
in  our  midst  and  brought  his  first  message  to  us  on  Sunday, 
June  8.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Minnesota  churches  will  hold 
their  yearly  convention  in  this  church  on  June  21  and  22.  Sister 
Eliza  Miller,  missionary  from  our  India  mission  field,  will  be  with 
us  on  Sunday,  July  6. — Lena  I.  Heagley,  Wetonka,  South  Dakota, 
June  9. 

Virginia 
Harrisonburg. — During  the  spring  season  the  church  has  had 
some  rich  experiences  in  varied  programs.  Mrs.  Elmer  Roller, 
director  of  our  local  home  builders  department,  introduced  a 
new  procedure  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  mothers.  For  two 
months  questions  on  how  to  avoid  mistakes  in  child  training 
were  handed  to  our  director;  at  two  of  the  monthly  meetings 
these  questions  were  answered  by  our  pastor's  wife.  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Moore,  formerly  an  agricultural  missionary  to  India  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  our  mother  and 
daughter  meeting.  Her  appeal  was  for  the  re-establishment  of 
the  family  altar  and  the  former  religious  practices  of  Bible 
teaching  in  our  homes.  During  April  and  May  our  pastor 
preached  a  series  of  sermons  on  successful  and  unwise  home- 
building.  The  sermon  on  Why  Husbands  and  Wives  Make  Fail- 
ures created  much  interest.  Bro.  Bowman  invited  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
early  in  the  year  to  hand  in  subjects  for  sermons.  Two  out  of 
this  series,  Why  Do  Men  Suffer?  and  Why  Does  God  Let  Hitler 
Live?  gave  satisfaction  to  many.  Our  pastor  recently  closed  two 
courses  of  teacher  training  work  on  The  Message  of  the  Prophet 
and  A  Reasonable  Faith.  The  pastor  also  conducted  a  class  for 
those  recently  entering  into  church  membership.  On  March  15 
the  birthday  of  our  oldest  member,  Sister  Jennie  Cline,  a  few  of 
us  with  the  pastor  met  at  her  home  for  worship.  The  school  of 
missions  was  a  new  and  uplifting  experience  early  in  the  year. 
The  adults  were  taught  by  Prof.  Marshall  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater 
College,  the  juniors  and  intermediates  by  Mrs.  Ola  Hoover  and 
the  primaries  by  Reba  Hartman.  A  service  for  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  the  city  was  held  at  our  church.  The  music  department  has 
been  active  in  bringing  special  programs  including  Nelson  Huff- 
man's glee  club;  the  a  cappella  chorus  from  the  Shenandoah  Col- 
lege at  Dayton,  directed  by  H.  Caleb  Cushing;   our  own  festival 


of  Easter  music,  directed  by  Joseph  Wine  for  the  adult  choir  and 
Ruth  Spitzer  for  the  children's  chorus;  the  Easter  cantata  by  the 
Unity,  Linville  Creek  and  Timberville  choirs,  under  the  direction 
of  Lester  Huffman;  a  sacred  concert  of  the  symphony  orchestra 
of  Shenandoah  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Dayton,  directed  by 
Prof.  Edgar  Anderson;  and  the  combined  glee  clubs  of  Bridge- 
water  College.  On  April  20  Bro.  Murray  Wagner  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church  officiated  at  our  love  feast,  which  was  preceded  by 
a  heart-searching  sermon  in  the  morning  by  our  pastor.  A  Light 
in  the  Window,  an  impressive  play,  was  given  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Garber.  It  was  repeated  in  our  church  and  in 
the  Linville  Creek  church.  The  wives  of  the  Baptist  and  Meth- 
odist pastors  and  our  own  pastor's  wife  and  Bro.  J.  E.  Roller 
have  addressed  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  This  group  has  been  studying  a 
course.  How  to  Develop  Personality.  They  entertained  the  moth- 
ers of  their  members  on  Mother's  Day.  The  annual  custom  of 
presenting  a  rose  to  every  mother  present  on  Mother's  Day  was 
observed,  and  the  dedication  of  babies  took  place.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  men's  chorus  presented  a  program  in  honor  of  mothers, 
with  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Garber  giving  a  reading. — Mrs.  A.  Fred  Cline, 
Harrisonburg   Va.,  June  3. 

Linville  Creek. — Our  spring  council  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Cedar  Run  church.  The  building  committee  reported  progress. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  improv- 
ing the  interior  of  the  Cedar  Run  church.  Mrs.  I.  W.  Miller  and 
John  Turner  were  appointed  to  work  in  the  interest  of  Brethren 
Service.  Linville  Creek,  Timberville,  and  Unity  congregations 
joined  together  for  our  Easter  programs.  The  young  people's 
chorus,  directed  by  Joseph  W.  Miller,  sang  at  the  Mt.  Olivet  and 
Fairview  churches  March  28  and  30,  and  at  the  Cedar  Run  church 
April  11.  The  adult  chorus,  directed  by  Lester  C.  Huffman,  pre- 
sented a  cantata.  The  Thorn-Crowned  King,  at  Bethel  and  Tim- 
berville on  April  4  and  6.  The  series  of  Easter  programs  was 
climaxed  with  the  children's  chorus  of  100  voices,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Eva  Huffman,  singing  for  us  on  Sunday  night.  The  Har- 
risonburg Church  of  the  Brethren  presented  an  Easter  play  at 
our  church  on  May  4.  The  adult  and  young  people's  chorus  also 
presented  programs  at  the  Harrisonburg  church.  Delegates  were 
sent  to  the  district  meeting  at  Wakeman's  Grove,  April  18  and  19; 
also  to  the  district  Sunday-school  meeting  held  May  10  at  the 
Fairview  church,  Unity  congregation.  Linville  Creek  children 
won  the  junior  verse-finding  contest.  The  children's  chorus  of 
the  combined  congregations  conducted  the  afternoon  worship.  A 
mother  and  daughter  tea  was  held  in  the  social  room  on  Moth- 
er's Day.  A  program  had  been  arranged  which  was  enjoyed  by 
the  large  crowd  which  attended.  Mrs.  Harold  Row  of  Rich- 
mond was  guest  speaker.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  May  18  at 
the  Cedar  Run  church  with  Bro.  Homer  Miller  officiating.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  to  be  held  by  Bro.  David  J. 
Wieand  Aug.  20  to  30  at  the  Cedar  Run  church.— Elizabeth  G. 
Renalds,  Linville,  Va.,  June  5. 

Middle  River. — Pre-Easter  services  were  held  at  our  church, 
conducted  by  our  pastor.  A  sunrise  service  was  held  Sunday 
morning,  and  Easter  music  and  a  pageant,  The  Way  of  Life,  were 
given  on  Sunday  night.  The  emphasis  on  Mother's  Day  was 
The  Christian  Home.  At  the  morning  service  a  consecration 
service  was  held  for  babies.  On  Sunday  night  we  had  as  guest 
speaker  Sister  O.  S.  Miller.  A  community  rural  life  service  was 
held  on  Sunday  night,  May  18.  Dr.  Walthall  of  New  Providence 
delivered  an  excellent  address  on  The  Profit  of  the  Ground. 
On  May  22  the  mothers  and  daughters  served  about  eighty  fath- 
ers and  sons  at  a  banquet.  At  our  quarterly  council  on  May  24 
the  following  deacons  were  elected:  Brethren  Earl  Spitzer,  Earl 
Flory,  Lester  Sheets,  Rufus  Driver,  Joseph  Humbert  and  Oliver 
Cline.  A  consecration  service  was  held  June  8  for  these  deacons 
and  their  wives  with  Bro.  N.  W.  Coffman  in  charge.  He  brought 
us  a  very  fine  message.  Our  children's  day  program  has  been 
postponed  because  of  sickness  among  the  children.  Our  com- 
munity vesper  services  will  begin  June  22  at  the  usual  place. 
Our  revival  meeting  will  begin  Aug.  10,  conducted  by  home 
talent. — Bessie   Hope   Diehl,   Staunton,   Va.,   June    16. 

Pleasant  Valley. — On  May  14  we  observed  our  annual  home- 
coming day.  For  the  morning  service  we  had  an  attendance  of 
366.  At  noon  a  basket  lunch  was  served.  In  the  afternoon  a  play 
entitled  Mother  Blessing's  Job  was  presented  by  the  women's 
work  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  completed  its 
course  on  home  building.  These  meetings  proved  very  success- 
ful under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Murray  L.  Wagner. 
The  young  people  of  our  church  and  our  community  churches 
participated  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  contest.  Those  winning  the  three 
contests  held  so  far  are  Kathleen  Wampler,  Lois  Cline,  and  Mary 
Lee  Sites.  Five  couples  have  been  appointed  to  visit  each  home 
in  the  congregation  to  introduce  the  Brethren  Service  work  for 
the  conscientious  objector  camps. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Bosserman,  Jr., 
Mt.   Sidney,  Va.,  June  2. 

Washington 
Sunny  Slope. — The  work  is  progressing  nicely  with  Bro.  Noble 
Deardorff  as  elder.  We  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  business 
meeting  on  June  9.  Four  were  received  into  the  church  by 
letter.  Harold  Stutsman  and  Ethel  Deardorff  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  our  district  meeting  which  will  be  held  the  first  week 
in  August  at  Lake  Wenatchee.  Bro.  Dan  Dierdorff  of  Seattle 
brought  us  a  message  on  April  20.  Our  mother  and  daughter 
banquet  of  May  9  was  well  attended.     The  ladies  served  a  ban- 
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quet  in  honor  of  the  fathers  and  sons  on  June  12.  The  district 
board  of  administration  met  here  the  middle  of  June  and  were  in 
session  from  Friday  evening  until  Sunday  evening.  Bro.  Paul 
Longenecker  brought  us  a  message  on  Sunday  morning  and 
stayed  over  until  Monday  evening  when  he  showed  pictures  of 
the  different  churches  of  our  state  and  of  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House  at  Elgin,  111. — Mrs.  George  Deardorff,  Wenatchee, 
Wash.,  June   19. 

West  Virginia 
Smiths  Chapel. — We  met  in  council  on  March  15  with  Bro. 
Price  Bowman  as  our  presiding  elder.  Sister  Garnet  Tiller  and 
Carrie  Terry  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  the  conference  at  the 
Green  Hill  church.  Bro.  Bowman  brought  to  us  three  inspiring 
messages  during  the  week  end.  During  the  third  week  end  of 
April  we  had  with  us  again  our  beloved  pastor.  Bro.  E.  H.  Kahle 
brought  to  us  a  sermon  commemorating  our  mothers  on  May  11. 
Due  to  the  illness  of  our  pastor,  Sister  Elizabeth  Broughman 
Bro.  P.  D.  Bowman  was  with  us  on  May  18.  To  our  pastor  we 
wish  a  speedy  recovery,  and  to  Bro.  Bowman  our  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  the  wonderful  messages  that  he  gave  to  us.  The 
young  people's  class  of  the  Sunday  school  is  increasing  in  num- 
ber. We  are  very  happy  for  this  and  other  signs  of  growing  in- 
terest in  the  church.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  before  it  a  great  pro- 
gram for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  which  if  carried  out  will 
greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  our  church.  Several  of  our 
young  people  attended  the  West  Virginia  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference 
of  the  First  District  of  Virginia,  at  Charmco,  W.  Va.  The  con- 
ference will  be  held  here  next  year. — Ouida  Kahle,  Princeton,  W. 
Va.,    June    7. 

Spruce  Hun. — We  met  in  council  on  June  7  with  Eld.  J.  S.  Sho- 
walter  present.  Not  much  business  came  before  the  meeting. 
We  plan  to  have  a  revival  during  the  summer,  but  the  time 
has  not  been  definitely  set.  We  are  not  certain  who  will  hold 
the  meetings.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  see  how  much 
money  can  be  raised  for  the  conscientious  objectors  camps.  Also 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  see  about  painting  our  church 
roof  and  possibly  the  entire  house.  The  women's  council  met  at 
the  church  in  May  and  quilted  two  quilts  which  we  hope  to 
sell  soon.  Our  work  is  growing  and  we  hope  to  do  much  more 
during  the  year.— Mrs.  Lena  B.  Shaver,  Lindside,  W.  Va., 
June    11. 

Wisconsin 
Stanley. — Our  church  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  June 
17  with  Pastor  Lewis  Hyde  presiding.     It  was  decided  to  create 


a  fund  of  $100  for  redecorating  the  church.  Reports  from  the 
various  treasurers  were  read  and  each  gave  a  nice  balance.  A 
young  people's  group  has  been  organized  with  Bro.  Clayton 
Mock  as  leader.  The  young  people  from  the  country  churches 
are  working  with  the  city  church  and  are  having  interesting 
meetings.  On  June  22  a  children's  day  program  was  given,  and 
an  offering  of  $3.59  was  received  to  be  sent  to  world-wide  mis- 
sions. Our  evening  church  services  are  well  attended,  and  the 
offerings  are  increasing. — Mrs.  Jacob  Winkler,  Stanley,  Wis., 
June  23. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


General  Mission.  Board 
OF   THE    CHUKCH    OF   THE    BRETHRIN  ^ 

Elgm.  Illinois 


AGE  GROUP  MANUALS 


PLANNING   FOR   NURSERY   CHILDREN 

By  Wilma  S.  Keyser   40c 

The  Church  has  become  nursery-conscious,  and  some- 
thing has  been  done  about  it.  This  is  written  to  help 
church  workers  to  become  familiar  not  only  with  methods 
and  materials  for  use  with  nursery  children,  but  to  help 
them  understand  the  nursery  child  and  suggest  ways  in 
which  the  church  can  help  guide  the  religious  growth  of 
young  children.  The  final  chapter  gives  detailed  guidance 
as  to  the  kind  of  leadership  necessary,  and  offers  splendid 
help   in  caring   for   the  nursery   child. 

TEACHING   BEGINNERS 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 25c 

This  manual  has  found  a  hearty  welcome  among  leaders 
of  beginners.  In  a  practical  and  stimulating  way,  Miss 
Shields,  who  is  an  outstanding  authority  on  the  work  of 
beginners  and  who  has  had  wide  experience  in  her  field, 
discusses  the  needs  of  four-  and  five-year-old  children.  It 
can  be  used  to  excellent  advantage  when  studied  by  a 
group  or  by  an  individual  teacher  who  does  not  have  an 
opportunity  for  class  work. 

TEACHING    PRIMARY    CHILDREN 

By  Mary  Grace  Martin 30c 

Workers  with  primary  children  will  find  that  they  have 
discovered  a  nugget  of  gold  when  they  read  this  little 
manual  by  an  experienced  teacher  of  primary  children. 
The  characteristics  of  six-,  seven-,  and  eight-year-old  chil- 
dren, how  they  learn,  our  purpose  in  teaching  them,  the 
materials  and  methods  for  helping  them  to  grow  religiously 
are  discussed  in  a  way  that  will  help  each  teacher  to  lift 
her  teaching  to  a  higher  level. 


See  page  32  for  further  description  and  other  manuals 


TEACHING    JUNIORS 
By  Florence  E.  Norton  30c 

This  volume  is  particularly  adapted  to  help  all  kinds 
of  teachers,  experienced  and  inexperienced,  enthusiastic 
and  indifferent.  It  is  suggested  that  the  book  be  given  a 
chance  to  see  if  it  does  not  "take  hold"  of  the  teacher  of 
juniors,  and  "make  a  difference"  in  attitudes  and  methods. 
It  will  prove  more  effective  when  studied  by  a  group;  but 
will  richly  reward  the  individual  student  to  whom  the  op- 
portunity for  class  work  is  denied. 

TEACHING    INTERMEDIATES 

By  Lucile  Desjardins   40c 

It  is  in  this  department  that  the  exodus  from  the  church 
school  begins.  Better  teaching  calls  for  better  teachers, 
hence  the  importance  of  bringing  to  those  who  shoulder 
this  great  responsibility  the  best  ideas  and  methods  to 
make  their  work  more  fruitful.  The  author  of  this  book  is  a 
specialist  in  the  intermediate  field.  The  plans  presented 
are  practical  and  have  been  tried  successfully.  Every  ear- 
nest teacher  in  this  department  is  asking:  "How  much  more 
can  I  do?"     The  author  gives  a  helpful  answer. 

TEACHING    SENIORS 

By  Kenneth  L.  Cober  and  Esther  Strieker  40c 

This  is  a  book  for  study  and  not  for  superficial  reading. 
It  represents  years  of  experience  and  each  sentence  is  in- 
tended to  help  you  in  an  important  task.  It  is  written  with 
a  definite  religious  purpose — that  of  securing  acceptance  of 
Jesus  as  a  personal  Savior  and  the  development  of  Chris- 
tian character.  Troublesome  life  questions  are  handled  in 
a  frank,  constructive  manner.  Important  methods  of  teach- 
ing;  a  helpful  bibliography. 
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OFFICERS,  TEACHERS 
and  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  WORKERS 

will  find  a  practical  answer  to  their  needs  in  the  manuals  listed  below.  They 
are  bound  in  heavy  paper  binding  and  are  uniform  in  size,  being  approxi- 
mately 5x7%  inches.  Many  of  them  have  valuable  bibliographies  with  ques- 
tions  for  further  discussion. 

GENERAL  MANUALS 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT  WANTS  TO  KNOW  By  Oscar  P.  Campbell  ....  30c 

What  are  his  responsibilities?  What  are  the  possibilities  of  developing  and  improving  his 
school?  What  methods  are  used  successfully  elsewhere?  These  and  a  score  of  questions  are 
answered,  giving  help  and  inspiration  to  the  superintendent  of  either  large  or  small  schools  and 
whether  he  is  experienced  or  not. 

ADMINISTERING  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  IN  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

By  Oliver  De  W.  Cummings 40c 

Within  a  brief  compass  the  author  has  brought  together  the  latest  findings  of  the  authori- 
ties in  religious  pedagogy,  and  offers  innumerable  suggestions  for  the  more  effective  administra- 
tion of  the  church  school  and  the  related  church  activities.  A  very  practical  handbook  of  Chris- 
tian Education.     Written  especially  for  the  Baptist  Church,  yet  has  real  value  for  our  own  group. 

IMPROVING  YOUR  TEACHING  By  Frank  M.  McKibben   30c 

In  response  to  a  growing  demand  for  a  simple  and  practical  treatment  of  some  of  the  prob- 
lems confronting  teachers  and  officers  in  church  schools  this  manual  was  prepared.  The  test 
of  its  effectiveness  is  evidenced  in  the  growing  demand  for  it  by  large  numbers  of  those  who 
are  concerned  with  the  importance  of  the  teaching  task. 

YOU  CAN  TEACH  By  James  Percival  Berkeley   40c 

This  is  the  latest  book  in  this  series.  In  six  chapters  the  author  proves  that  modern  educa- 
tional principles  can  be  effectively  presented  to  less  trained  church  school  teachers,  without 
burdening  them  with  dry  and  difficult  discussions  of  theories.  He  writes  clearly,  using  no  tech- 
nical terms.    Full  of  intensely  practical  ideas. 

YOUR  CHILD  NEEDS  By  Mary  M.  Chalmers    50c 

Sensible  guidance  and  practical  help  for  the  task  of  guiding  children  in  the  "abundant  life." 
Packed  into  few  and  well-chosen  words  is  a  wealth  of  help  concerning  vital  needs  of  children: 
a  well-adjusted  home;  understanding;  discipline;  play;  work-and-play;  friends;  culture,  and 
training  in  Christian  living.  Parents  and  children's  division  workers  need  to  "think  on  these 
things." 

AT  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN  IN  THE  SMALL  CHURCH  By  Edith  L.  Gillet  40c 

Many  small  churches  do  not  have  the  equipment  nor  the  number  of  pupils  to  permit  them 
to  closely  grade  their  church  school  by  age  groups.  Here  is  a  valuable  help  for  those  leaders 
using  what  facilities  they  have  and  giving  the  child  the  very  best  instruction  and  inspiration. 
This  manual  fills  a  need  in  our  own  church  as  we  have  many  such  situations. 
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AROUND 
the  WORLD 


News  is  information  about  something  before  unknown;  it  is 
the  reporting  of  recent  events.  On  this  page  the  effort  is  made 
to  bring  the  reader  what  is  new,  interesting  and  worthy  of  a  sec- 
ond thought  in  the  field   of  religious  interests. 


Only  one  per  cent  of  the  Japanese 
are  Christians.  In  Korea,  Christians 
number  only  half  a  million  in  a  to- 
tal population  of  22,000,000. 

Despite  the  wide  publicity  given 
to  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of 
Jews,  more  than  eighty  per  cent  of 
those  in  concentration  camps  are  not 
Jews,  but  Christians. 

There    are    in    the    United    States 

approximately  36,000,000  children 
under  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 
Young  people  between  sixteen  and 
seventeen  number  about  5,000,000 
more. 

Unification  of  all  national  temper- 
ance bodies  into  a  new  "super  or- 
ganization" was  advocated  at  the 
eighty-second  annual  convention  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana 
Synod  of  North  America. 

The  death  rate  for  pneumonia  in 
the  United  States  has  dropped  from 
70  per  100,000  prior  to  1937  to  35.5 
in  1940;  for  tuberculosis,  from  90.9 
only  ten  years  ago  to  44.3  in  1940; 
for  appendicitis,  12  per  cent  lower 
in  1940  than  in  1939. 

The  Yearbook  of  American 
Churches,  recently  published  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  Amer- 
ica, lists  the  total  church  member- 
ship of  the  United  States  at  64,501,- 
594  persons,  or  slightly  over  forty- 
nine  per  cent  of  the  population. 

The  loss  of  books  by  the  United 
Society  for  Christian  Literature  in 
London  has  been  heavy.  Thousands 
of  books  have  been  destroyed  in  the 
main  office  and  in  the  storehouse  a 
mile  away.  Many  of  these  books 
had  been  held  for  the  missionary  so- 
cieties, for  example,  25,000  for  the 
missionary  society  in  north  Nyasa- 
land. 


As  a  whole,  the  United  States  is 
probably  better  fed  than  any  other 
nation,  but  at  least  45,000,000  people 
in  our  country  are  undernourished. 

Statistics  reveal  that  "it  takes 
about  100  Presbyterians  twelve 
months  to  add  to  the  church  one 
member,  and  costs  $675  for  every 
one  added  on  confession  of  faith." 

The  churches  of  the  Presbyterian 
Synod  of  Pennsylvania  are  refusing 
support  to  the  United  Service  Or- 
ganization until  such  time  as  the 
federal  authorities  "take  definite 
steps  to  clean  up  liquor  and  vice 
conditions"  in  territories  surround- 
ing military  camps. 

A  thousand  students  at  Notre 
Dame,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  have  signed 
a  petition  against  the  United  States 
participation  in  the  war,  and  ad- 
dressed it  to  President  Roosevelt 
and  to  members  of  the  House  and 
Senate  foreign  relations  committees. 

The  Southern  Negro  must  be  giv- 
en "better  educational  and  religious 
facilities"  and  "we  must  open  for 
him  more  opportunities  for  eco- 
nomic stability."  Eighteen  hundred 
youths  from  18  southern  states 
adopted  a  statement  including  these 
and  other  purposes  for  raising  the 
status  of  the  common  man  in  the 
South. 


A  bill  to  exempt  ministers  of  the 
gospel  from  paying  the  gasoline  tax 
while  they  are  performing  religious 
work  has  been  introduced  in  the 
New  York  State  legislature. 

The  general  synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  has  recommended  that  re- 
ciprocal relations  be  entered  into 
with  the  general  council  of  the  Con- 
gregational and  Christian  churches. 

Blind  readers  in  the  United  States 
and  in  42  other  countries  are  served 
by  publications  of  the  John  Milton 
Society.  The  John  Milton  Maga- 
zine is  a  sixty-page  monthly  for 
adults;  Discovery,  a  forty-page 
Braille  monthly  for  blind  boys  and 
girls.  Sunday-school  lessons  in 
Braille  are  supplied  free  by  the  John 
Milton  Society  to  any  blind  who  can 
read  grade  lVz. 

The  United  Lutheran  Church  has 
12  seminaries  for  a  total  of  388  theo- 
logical students.  Since  150  students 
attend  the  two  seminaries  of  Gettys- 
burg and  Mt.  Airy,  Pa.,  the  remain- 
ing ten  schools  average  23  students 
each.  Because  control  of  seminaries 
is  vested  in  the  synods,  twenty  years 
of  effort  to  reduce  the  number  have 
so  far  been  fruitless.  The  denomina- 
tion requires  both  college  and  semi- 
nary training  for  its  ministers  and 
ranks  at  the  top  in  the  proportion  of 
its  pastors  who  have  had  both. 


"A  call  to  persons  of  good  will"  has  been  issued  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  and  sent  to  President  Roosevelt,  senators, 
congressmen  and  other  national  leaders.  Endorsing  some  form  of  in- 
ternational organization,  the  call  proposes  the  "immediate  establish- 
ment of  an  international  emergency  commission  to  deal  at  once  with 
the  problems  sure  to  become  urgent  as  soon  as  the  war  stops."  A  six- 
point  program  recommends:  universal  disarmament;  peaceful  third 
party  settlements  of  disputes;  freedom  of  nations  to  develop  the  form  of 
government  their  people  desire;  determination  of  economic  and  social 
policies  by  international  consultation;  equitable  access  for  all  nations 
to  markets  and  essential  raw  materials;  administration  of  colonies  by 
international  authority. 
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In  the  Hearts  oi  the  People 

This  year's  long  trip  to  Conference  furnished 
more  than  the  usual  opportunity  for  appraisal  of 
what  is  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Seven  times 
we  showed  the  pictures  of  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House  and  the  activities  centered  there.  We 
conversed  with  many  and  visited  in  more  homes 
than  usual. 

The  experience  was  a  heartwarming  one.  It  is 
true  that  there  is  much  perplexity  in  the  minds  of 
people,  but  everywhere  we  found  interest  in  the 
better  things  of  life  and  a  determination  to  do 
one's  best.  The  people  we  talked  to  are  doing 
their  own  thinking.  They  are  resisting  the  cur- 
rent efforts  to  soften  conviction  and  stampede 
opinion. 

Everywhere  there  is  an  appreciation  of  the  fact 
that  our  times  are  difficult,  and  doubtless  will  be- 
come more  so.  But  such  has  usually  been  the  out- 
look for  the  common  man.  And,  generally  speaking, 
he  has  thrived  on  such  a  diet.  May  the  good  Lord 
grant  him  faith  and  courage  for  the  newest  ordeal. 

H.  A.  B. 

Facing  Danger 

One  speaker  wondered  if  the  other  one  did  not 
realize  that  the  country  is  confronted  with  a  great 
danger.  He  did  realize  it  quite  as  fully  as  the  first 
one  but  differed  as  to  the  wisest  thing  to  do  about 
it.  Still  another  difference  concerned  the  exact 
spot  at  which  the  chief  danger  lay. 

Life  is  full  of  just  such  situations.  So  many 
people  think  you  are  not  doing  anything  impor- 
tant unless  you  are  throwing  your  hat  into  the  air 
and  getting  red  in  the  face.  When  something 
precious  is  in  peril,  calm  consideration  is  more 
useful  than  jumping  around. 

Precious  things  are  in  peril  right  now,  values 
affecting  the  future  of  our  nation  and  of  the  whole 
world  and  bearing  heavily  on  your  responsibility 
and  mine.  Among  first  things  to  do  we  would  sug- 
gest earnest  praying  and  honest  thinking. 


There  is  some  danger  in  this,  however.  It  might 
lead  to  vigorous,  even  hazardous  action,  com- 
manding every  resource  of  your  being.  The  com- 
pensation is  that  it  certainly  will  lead  to  patient 
trust  and  the  peace  that  passeth  understanding. 

E.  F. 

A  Short  Story  of  the  Human  Hog 

The  coach  was  well  filled.  When  the  train 
stopped  at  the  next  station,  other  passengers  in 
considerable  number  came  in  looking  for  seats. 

Now  it  happened  that  Billy  and  Jimmy,  aged 
about  seven  and  three  respectively,  were  each  oc- 
cupying a'  pair  of  chairs,  the  chairs  being  of  the 
kind  that  do  not  have  a  separating  arm  between 
them,  so  that  for  a  child  of  not  too  great  length, 
the  two  adjoining  ones  make  a  very  comfortable 
bed.  Even  adults  can  find  some  advantage  in  hav- 
ing two  at  their  disposal.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
parents  of  the  boys,  apparently  in  their  middle  or 
late  thirties,  also  made  desperate  efforts  to  retain 
a  pair  of  chairs  each  for  their  individual  use. 

Under  pressure  of  the  scornful  glances  of  the 
passing  passengers,  the  father  at  length  yielded 
and  gave  up  one  of  his  chairs.  Not  so  the  mother. 
Far  from  being  the  weaker  vessel,  she  was  plainly 
made  of  sterner  stuff.  She  stood  her  ground, 
though  she  had  to  tell  a  cream  colored — certainly 
not  pure  white — lie  to  do  it.  To  an  inquiring 
woman  she  said,  "Yes,  they're  all  taken."  The 
conductor  had  no  doubt  had  experience  with  her 
type  for,  as  he  came  through  presently  and  took 
in  the  situation,  he  said  nothing. 

The  sentiment  of  the  car  would  gladly  have  ex- 
cused the  use  of  the  two  chairs  by  little  Jimmy, 
even  at  the  inconvenience  of  somebody  else, 
though  that  arrangement  would  have  given  this 
family  exactly  twice  as  much  space  as  it  paid  for. 
The  railroads  generally  are  most  gracious  in  this 
regard.  The  older  boy  and  especially  the  parents, 
by  all  standards  of  decency,  should  have  been 
satisfied  with  the  excellent  accommodations  pro- 
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vided  for  the  other  people  in  the  car.  Actually 
this  young  and  able-bodied  little  family  appro- 
priated a  total  of  seven  chairs,  for  which  it  could 
not  have  paid  more  than  two  and  one-half  fares. 
A  more  offensive  example  of  human  hoggishness 
has  not  come  under  our  notice  for  quite  a  while. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  such  conduct  is  the  ex- 
ception, not  the  rule.  Everywhere  you  go  you 
find  that  most  people  are  kind-hearted,  as  ready  to 
take  thought  for  the  comfort  of  others  as  for  their 
own.  But  is  it  not  also  true  that  the  primitive 
savage  is  not  as  far  removed  from  any  of  us  as 
perfect  safety  would  require? 

One  recalls  that  when  Jesus  made  his  tragic  an- 
nouncement about  the  prospective  betrayer  at  the 
table,  a  great  fear  possessed  the  hearts  of  every 
one  in  that  little  company.  "Could  he  by  any 
chance  mean  me?"  Would  something  like  that  be 
a  fitting  inquiry  for  all  of  us,  especially  now  when 
war  is  digging  up  the  unsuspected  awful  possibili- 
ties in  human  nature?  e.  f. 

General  Conference  Resolutions  for  1941 

The  general  conference  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
assembled  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  June  18  to  24,  1941,  ex- 
presses sincere  gratitude — 

First,  to  Almighty  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  in 
his  sovereign  mercy  has  permitted  us  to  enjoy  another 
Annual  Meeting,  a  most  priceless  heritage  of  our  Broth- 
erhood since  1742. 

Second,  to  the  Mayor,  City  Council,  and  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  La  Verne,  La  Verne  College,  various 
churches  of  La  Verne  and  surrounding  communities,  the 
Bonita  Union  High  School,  and  the  press  of  La  Verne 
and  Pomona  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  in  providing 
for  the  entertainment  of  this  conference. 

Third,  to  the  Moderator  and  other  officers  of  the  Con- 
ference, the  Program  Committee,  and  the  speakers  for 
their  effective  leadership  in  this  most  excellent  and  up- 
lifting Annual  Meeting  of  the  Brotherhood. 

Moreover  in  recognition  of  the  tragic  days  through 
which  we  are  passing,  and  mindful  of  the  indescribably 
sad  plight  of  humanity  in  many  parts  of  the  world  to- 
day, this  Conference  resolves  as  follows: 

First,  that  we  humbly  confess  to  God,  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  our  part  in  the  moral  and  spir- 
itual failure  of  the  world  which  has  brought  humanity 
to  its  present  peril  (Neh.  1:6).  We  penitently  acknowl- 
edge that  many  of  us  have  sometimes  participated  in  the 
selfishness  and  lust  which  cause  war  and  fighting  in  and 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  (James  4:1). 

Second,  that  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  a  more  earnest 
study  of  the  New  Testament  in  order  that  we  might  the 
better  understand  the  mind  of  Christ  and  mission  of  the 
church,  for  such  a  time  as  this  (Esther  4:14). 

Third,  as  for  war,  be  it  further  resolved: 

a.  That  again,  true  to  our  historic  peace  position,  we 
affirm  that  war  is  sin,  unconditionally  and  always  (Matt. 
5:44;  2  Cor.  10:4). 

b.  That  we  recognize  war  to  be  an  utter  repudiation 
of  all  that  Jesus  taught  and  exemplified  in  his  life. 


c.  That  we  express  our  gratitude  to  government  offi- 
cials in  the  present  crisis  who  have  so  generously  given 
recognition  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  con- 
science in  granting  alternative  service  to  those  who  have 
conscientious  scruples  against  participation  in  military 
activities  (1  Tim.  2:1). 

d.  That  we  lament  the  steady  drift  of  our  government 
toward  a  fuller  involvement  in  the  dark  tragedies  of  Eu- 
rope and  Asia  and  respectfully  and  earnestly  petition 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  members  of 
the  Congress  to  change  the  present  policies  and  keep  our 
country  out  of  war. 

e.  That  supplications,  prayers  and  intercessions  be 
made  for  all  men,  especially  for  all  in  authority  that  we 
may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godliness  and 
honesty  (1  Tim.  2:1,  2). 

Fourth,  with  reference  to  peace  and  justice: 

a.  That  we  recognize  that  war  is  only  the  external 
symptom  of  more  deep-seated  difficulties  which  are 
rooted  in  repressed  liberties,  economic  injustices  and 
selfish  nationalisms. 

b.  That  we  dedicate  ourselves,  as  Brethren,  to  seek 
and  to  help  lay  the  foundations  in  justice  and  righteous- 
ness for  a  world  order  which  alone  can  insure  perma- 
nent peace  (Isa.  2:1-4). 

c.  That  we  "pray  without  ceasing"  for  the  coming  of 
that  day  for  which  Jesus  taught  us  to  pray:  "Thy  king- 
dom come.  Thy  will  be  done,  as  in  heaven,  so  on  earth." 

Fifth,  on  relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service: 

a.  That  we  commend  the  Brethren  for  their  generous 
response,  in  money,  food  and  clothing,  to  the  summons 
to  help  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  humanity  in  war-torn 
sections  of  our  world  and  that  we  urge  a  continued  sac- 
rificial spirit  in  making  the  world's  tragedies  our  oppor- 
tunity to  be  Brethren  in  Deed. 

b.  That  our  hearts  are  touched  because  of  the  millions 
of  homeless  and  hungry  peoples  the  world  over.  We  de- 
plore the  conditions  which  create  this  situation,  such  as 
blockades,  and  a  hardening  of  human  sympathies.  We 
rejoice  in  the  efforts  that  are  now  being  made  to  re- 
lieve such  conditions,  such  as  our  relief  program  in 
China,  the  work  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee in  various  parts  of  Europe,  and  the  work  of  the 
Committee  on  Food  for  the  Five  Small  Democracies  (in 
Europe).  We  would  endorse  the  humanitarian  aims  of 
these  endeavors,  suggesting  Christian  co-operation 
whenever  possible. 

c.  That  we  commend  the  Brethren  Committee  on 
counsel  for  conscientious  objectors  for  their  pioneering 
work  with  government  officials  in  obtaining  alternative 
service  for  those  conscientiously  opposed  to  war,  and  in 
setting  up  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  and  that 
we  support  with  our  prayers  and  our  offerings  this  ven- 
ture that  it  may  ever  stand  as  a  testimony  to  the  de- 
votion and  faith  of  the  Brethren. 

d.  That  we  commend  our  young  people  of  selective 
service  age  who  have  expressed  allegiance  to  the  high 
principles  of  Christ  and  the  church,  and  that  we  follow 
with  our  prayers  and  tangible  interest  those  called  to 
the  various  camps. 

e.  That  we  commend  our  people  generally  for  hold- 
ing steady  and  standing  by  our  time-honored  convic- 
tions in  these  days  when  so  many  are  being  deceived  by 
propaganda  (Heb.  10:34-37). 

(Continued    on    Page    13) 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


Schwarzenau,  Germany,  the  Brethren  kept  their 
congregations  well  supplied  with  ministers  as  the 
church  expanded.  These  ministers  were  elected 
to  their  sacred  office  by  their  home  congregations 
from  among  their  brethren,  and  upon  their  good 
standing. 

The  procedure  in  the  matter  of  electing  one  of 
their  number  was  sound,  scriptural,  fundamental. 
In  this,  as  in  other  matters  of  their  faith,  they  did 
not  call  undue  attention  to  themselves,  but  rather 
to  God,  by  what  they  did.  They  did  not  move  hast- 
ily; they  waited  on  the  Spirit  for  guidance.  They 
addressed  themselves  to  both  the  human  and  the 
spiritual  sides  of  calling  one  to  the  ministry.  Some 
one  was  to  be  the  next,  but  who,  it  was  not  known 
until  the  election  was  held.  Each  member  was 
left  to  work  out  his  or  her  expression  with  the 
Spirit.  While  piety  and  love  for  the  brotherhood 
trained  them  to  use  wisdom  on  the  human  part  of 
the  work,  and  to  look  out  one  of  good  understand- 
ing, character,  spirituality,  and  loyalty  to  the 
church,  the  tenor  of  the  procedure  was  against 
personal  solicitation.  "Let  the  Spirit  be  free," 
they  said.  The  election  was  held  with  one  or 
more  elders  present  from  the  adjoining  congrega- 
tion. This  elder  generally  conducted  the  services. 
Scriptures  were  read,  exhortations  and  instructions 


The  Congregation  and  Its  Ministers 


BY   C.   E.   NAIR 

A  deeper  interest  in  her  ministry  is  due  our 
church  from  many  quarters  today. 

Under  our  form  of  church  government  the  con- 
gregation is  a  unit  in  its  own  management,  and  is 
responsible  for  its  own  leadership.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  council  meeting  is  great.  Each  mem- 
ber is  urged  to  be  present;  each  has  a  vote  on  all 
matters  of  business  that  come  up,  and  in  sending 
representatives  to  conferences. 

The  elder  and  his  assistant  ministers  are  re- 
garded as  the  head  of  the  congregation.  They 
have  great  opportunities  for  good.  When  speak- 
ing of  its  importance  and  greatness,  Bro.  J.  W. 
Wampler  was  wont  to  refer  to  the  ministry  as 
"the  flower  of  the  church."  Its  price  is  above 
rubies;  and  consequences  are  happiest  when  the 
members  are  awake  to  the  value  of  a  corps  of 
well-serving  ministers.  Let  us  hark  back  to  the 
history  of  our  ministry  for  some  timely  considera- 
tions. 

For  over  two  hundred  years  after  our  branch 
of     the     Christian     church     was     organized     at 


given  on  the  qualities  and  duties  required  for  the 
office;  then  a  season  of  prayer  followed  with  all  on 
bended  knees  asking  for  divine  guidance  in  cast- 
ing the  ballot  for  the  new  minister.  By  this  man- 
ner of  approach  a  spiritual  frame  of  mind  was 
reached  by  the  assembled  church,  and  could  be- 
come focused  collectively  on  the  Spirit's  choice. 

The  installation  was  simple,  brief.  After  the 
consent  and  pledge  of  the  newly  elected  was  taken 
by  the  officiating  elder,  he  was  then  received  into 
his  sacred  office  by  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
by  each  brother  and  sister  present,  and  by  the 
salutation  by  the  brethren.  It  was  a  very  impres- 
sive occasion  and  tears  often  flowed  down  many 
cheeks.  Elected  under  those  conditions  the  new 
preacher  could  feel  that  he  was  "set  apart"  indeed, 
and  that  the  obligation  was  imposed  upon  him  by 
the  Spirit.  Many  had  felt  the  call  before  the 
church  laid  hands  on  them.  They  were  not  mis- 
taken. Thus,  in  brief,  the  congregations  were  kept 
preacher  conscious.  Expectancy  was  cultivated. 
They  reached  spiritual  conceptions  that  enabled 
them  to  build  the  magnificent  system  of  the  multi- 
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pie  ministry  that  struck  the  world  with  admira- 
tion. 

The  congregations  kept  up  their  supply  of 
preachers  by  calling  such  good  material  as  they 
had  at  hand  from  time  to  time.  If  they  had  a 
suitable  school  man  they  used  him;  otherwise 
they  used  others  of  good  standing  and  promise. 
They  were  not  too  idealistic,  but  practical  for  the 
need.  There  were  few  irregularities  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  system. 

From  those  called  this  way  there  arose  preach- 
ers second  to  none  in  the  land.  From  those  came 
the  preachers  who  led  in  building  our  famous  con- 
gregations. They  did  it  in  competition  with 
theologians  of  other  denominations,  not  with 
words  of  man's  wisdom,  but  with  power,  for  the 
Bible  was  their  rock-bottom  textbook.  They 
preached  the  gospel  free  while  improving  them- 
selves as  they  could,  and  providing  for  their  fam- 
ilies, often  by  day  labor.  And  they  trained  their 
church  in  cultural  patterns  becoming  to  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ. 

The  writer  remembers  two  adjoining  congre- 
gations that  had  fifteen  ministers  between  them, 
eight  in  one,  seven  in  the  other.  The  guest  preach- 
er was  not  rare  then,  for  preachers  circulated 
freely  among  other  congregations.  Preachers  and 
church  doctrines  were  live  topics  among  the  mem- 
bers in  those  days. 

But  a  decline  in  the  old-time  interest  in  the  min- 
istry has  been  going  on  for  years  now.  During  the 
past  thirty  years  numbers  have  declined  the  office 
when  elected,  and  for  one  excuse  or  another.  Too 
few  remain  where  elected  and  needed,  and  not  all 
who  go  away  go  to  enter  church  work. 

Within  the  original  bounds  of  one  well-known 
congregation,  thirteen  elections  or  efforts  have 
been  undertaken  to  recruit  the  ministry  in  the 
past  twenty-seven  years.  Of  the  thirteen,  six  re- 
fused to  accept  the  work,  and  four  of  those  who 
accepted  went  to  other  places  of  labor.  But  three 
remained  at  home. 

In  1912  there  were  forty-six  resident  ministers 
in  Rockingham  County,  where  the  Brethren  have 
long  been  considered  to  be  strong  in  the  ten  con- 
gregations. Today  twelve  of  the  original  forty- 
six  are  still  living  in  the  county,  which  with  the 
twenty-three  added  since  1912,  make  a  total  of 
thirty-five  distributed  among  the  present  twelve 
churches  of  the  county.  Of  the  present  thirty- 
five,  nineteen  are  past  sixty,  and  in  ten  years 
hence  the  average  age  of  these  will  be  far  past 
seventy.  At  the  present  rate  of  recruiting  our 
ministry  in  this  county,  in  ten  years  there  will  be 
an  approximate  average  of  a  fraction  less  than  two 


Be  Calm,  My  Soul 

by  mary  Mcdowell 

Be  calm,  my  soul  .  .  . 
For  proof  of  God  is  near  at  hand. 
The  earth  and  sky  and  sea  and  air 
Give  evidence  that  he  is  there; 
His  forces  still  are  in  command. 

Be  calm,  my  soul  .  .  . 
God's  love  remains  in  human  minds. 
No  mind  so  warped,  but  one  still  finds 
Some  evidence  of  that  great  love 
God  gives  to  us  from  heaven  above. 

Be  calm,  my  soul  .  .  . 
Lift  up  thy  head,  with  hope  press  on! 
You  have  no  cause  for  gloom  and  tears! 
All  cause  for  dark  and  boundless  fears 
Perished  with  the  coming  of  God's  Son. 

Millersburg,  Ind. 


ministers  for  each  of  the  present  twelve  congre- 
gations. The  wind  from  other  quarters  of  the 
brotherhood  complains  of  like  troubles.  Is  mod- 
ern life  rendering  us  impotent  in  this  matter? 

For  one  thing,  the  ebbing  in  numbers  has  been 
quite  marked  since  we  turned  full  front  toward 
the  college-trained  minister  and  full-time  pastor, 
and  the  consequent  finances  involved  therewith. 
Once  we  got  on  that  track  we  were  soon  thinking 
that  we  had  no  material  for  a  new  minister — if 
there  was  no  college  prospect.  On  the  other  hand 
and  as  a  result,  the  uncolleged  material  which  we 
still  had,  and  have  now,  have  been  led  to  consider 
themselves  out  of  the  question,  notwithstanding 
that  they  once  would  have  passed  acceptably.  A 
great  chasm  seems  to  have  opened  between  the 
new  and  the  old;  and  the  old  method  of  producing 
ministers  has  fallen  into  much  disuse. 

Has  not  the  trouble  been  at  the  point  of  adapta- 
bility? We  have  been  hastening  away  from  the 
old  method,  the  practical  one,  for  the  newer,  and 
before  we  were  safely  ready.  College-trained 
ministers  have  not  proved  to  be  plentiful  for  the 
service  of  the  church.  It  takes  time  and  money  to 
go  to  school.  Some  do  not  secure  pastorates;  oth- 
ers go  into  other  professions;  few  are  willing  to 
settle  down  in  business  where  they  can  serve  a 
congregation  free;  and  not  all  college  boys  are 
called  to  the  high  office.  The  Lord  does  not  make 
changes  suddenly.  Our  preachers  of  the  past 
were  made  up  of  schoolteachers,  farmers,  busi- 
ness men,  tradesmen,  professionals;  and  who  is 
ready  to  rise  and  declare  that  that  galaxy  would 
not  be  a  power  in  the  church  today? 

Most  certainly  we  are  not  short  of  material  for 
the  multiple  ministry  needed;  but  it  appears  we 
are  short  on  the  mind  toward  it — both  the  indi- 
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vidual  and  the  congregation.  I  fear  we  have  not 
kept  our  congregations  as  preacher-conscious  as 
our  brethren  before  us  did.  A  revival  is  needed 
to  build  up  our  congregations  in  this  respect.  The 
sharp  contests  of  life,  the  increasing  wickedness 
of  the  world,  and  God's  desire  to  save  the  lost,  are 
cause  for  more  preachers  than  ever  before.  We 
need  more  ministers  in  training  under  the  older 
ministers;  the  pastor  needs  assistance;  the  congre- 
gation needs  a  resident  elder,  and  the  harvest  of 
the  world  calls  on  the  congregation  to  send  it 
preachers. 

The  multiple  ministry  lines  up  most  beautifully 
with  the  apostolic  practice.  Titus  was  to  "ordain 
elders  in  every  city."  Paul  sent  for  the  "elders" 
at  Ephesus.  Under  the  presidency  of  the  Spirit 
the  Brethren  were  sound  in  that  faith;  and  the 
system  as  renewed  by  our  founders  and  builders 
is  still  the  most  practical,  easiest  to  work,  most 
complete,  satisfactory,  and  enduring  of  ministerial 
systems.  If  supplying  a  home  congregation  with 
preachers,  and  under  their  handicaps,  was  ever  a 
problem  with  them,  it  must  have  been  in  rare 
cases. 

We  may  not  need  such  high  numbers  for  the 
congregation  now  as  formerly,  but  if  we  apply 
ourselves  to  this  work  with  the  same  spirit  as  did 
our  brethren,  we  can  have  the  preachers  we  need 
at  home  and  to  spare  abroad.  There  are,  no  doubt, 
men  with  dormant  talents  in  every  congregation 
where  more  ministers  are  needed  who,  if  their 
church  would  have  the  mind  to  call  them  to  the 
service,  could  serve  their  brethren  well  in  the 
sacred  office.  The  intellectual  differences  between 
preacher  and  laity  are  no  wider,  proportionately, 
than  formerly. 

Outside  of  the  full-time  pastor,  the  ministers 
can  still  give  their  services  free  to  their  home 
church  in  most  cases.  Where  they  can  make  their 
own  living,  they  owe  their  services  to  the  cause. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  cannot  afford  to 
lose  its  grand  heritage  of  the  full  ministry.  "And 
he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some,  prophets;  and 
some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers; 
for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry"  (Eph.  4: 11,  12) . 

Broadway,  Va. 


The  Old  Country  Minister 

BY  LEANDER  SMITH 

"If  we  have  sown  unto  you  spiritual  things,  is  it  a 
great  thing  if  we  shall  reap  your  carnal  things"  (1 
Cor.  9:11)? 

There  is  a  feeble,  patient  old  gentleman  in  some 


of  our  communities  who  deserves  the  finest  hom- 
age from  all  men,  but  who  gets  indifference  and 
neglect  from  many.  He  has  spent  a  long  life  in 
unselfish  devotion  to  others  and  now,  in  his  old 
age  and  helplessness,  but  few  seem  to  care  for 
him. 

His  life  was  spent  out  in  the  country  among  the 
common  people  to  whom  he  faithfully  ministered. 
His  name  never  appeared  in  the  newspapers,  be- 
cause there  was  nothing  sensational  in  his  meth- 
ods or  his  work.  In  the  heat  of  the  summer  and 
in  the  cold  of  the  winter,  rain  or  shine,  like  his 
Master,  he  served  others,  and  simply  "went  about 
doing  good."  His  name  is  written  on  the  front 
page  of  the  Book  of  Life,  in  letters  of  gold,  and  his 
good  deeds  are  all  known  to  God  and  his  angels. 

But  by  men  he  was  seldom  appreciated.  The 
strong  neglected  him,  and  the  weak  and  the  ig- 
norant, sometimes,  made  sport  of  him;  but  he 
went  serenely  on  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  with 
forgiveness  and  love  to  all,  and  an  unshaken  de- 
votion to  God  and  humanity. 

His  services  were  poorly  rewarded.  The  church- 
es he  preached  to  promised  him  very  little  and 
paid  him  even  less,  so  he  never  had  any  gold  in 
his  pocket.  But  he  always  had  an  abundance  of 
the  finest  gold  in  his  heart,  and  he  shed  it  abroad, 
and  made  it  radiate  over  all  he  met.  Having  free- 
ly received,  he  freely  gave.  He  kept  the  faith. 
Nothing  could  shake  his  belief  in  God  and  in  his 
Word.  He  preached  that  Word  with  simplicity 
and  fervor  and  sometimes  with  power.  But  he 
preached  nothing  but  God's  Word.  He  was  a 
humble  servant  who  never  thought  he  was  great- 
er and  wiser  than  his  Lord.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord," 
was  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  all  wisdom  to 
him. 

He  was  patient.  No  adverse  thing  could  change 
his  faith  in  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God  and  in 
the  final  perseverance  of  his  saints. 

He  was  always  cheerful.  Though  well  ac- 
quainted with  sorrow  and  grief,  not  only  of  his 
own,  but  of  everybody  whom  he  knew,  yet  his 
mind  and  heart  were  ever  full  of  brightness  and 
joy,  and  he  carried  comfort  and  good  cheer  wher- 
ever he  went,  and  the  little  children  knew  him 
and  loved  him. 

He  was  the  relentless  and  uncompromising  foe 
of  evil.  Neither  variableness  nor  the  shadow  of 
turning  ever  marked  his  course  against  wrong. 
He  abhorred  sin  and  fought  it  to  the  utmost  limit 
of  his  strength,  but  he  loved  the  sinner  and,  with 
sweetness,  gentleness  and  power  he  ever  held  be- 
fore him  the  atonement  of  Christ. 

But  his  life  is  spent  now  like  the  tale  that  is 
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told,  and  others  have  his  churches,  and  the  most 
of  his  friends  and  comrades  are  now  in  the  grave- 
yard. He  is  a  feeble,  frail  old  gentleman.  His 
physical  eye  is  dim  and  his  physical  ear  is  dull. 
But  his  spiritual  eye  is  clear  and  bright,  and  his 
spiritual  ear  is  open  and  keen;  his  faith  in  God  is 
still  unshakable.  He  stands  calm  and  serene  on 
the  margin  of  the  river,  and  looks  across  to  see  the 
Beckoning  Hand,  and  listens  to  hear  the  Welcom- 
ing Voice  say  to  him,  "Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa- 
ther, inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world." 

And  we,  the  few  of  us  still  left  in  this  world, 
who  love  the  beautiful  and  the  good,  let  us  stand 
and  take  our  hats  off  in  his  presence,  and  give  him 
the  finest  and  sweetest  homage  of  our  minds  and 
our  hearts,  for  he  has  "fought  a  good  fight,  he  has 
finished  his  course,  he  has  kept  the  faith:  Hence- 
forth there  is  laid  up  for  him  a  crown  of  right- 
eousness. 

Springdale,  Ark. 


The  Light  of  Testimony 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

The  struggle  between  the  church  and  paganism 
has  been  an  unceasing  one.  Before  the  last  apos- 
tle had  finished  his  labors  here,  the  report  on  the 
seven  churches  of  Asia  shows  their  condition  in 
this  respect.  Some  were  more  affected,  some  less; 
but  all  allowed  some  pagan  influences  and  prac- 
tices to  exist  within  the  body.  And  to  that  ex- 
tent was  their  light  darkened,  their  influence 
weakened. 

They  were  warned  that  unless  they  repented, 
their  candle  would  go  out.  We  know  that  those 
that  failed  to  heed  the  warning  became  more  en- 
gulfed and  in  time  disappeared. 

The  resurgence  of  paganism  and  pagan  philoso- 
phy in  the  world  today  should  give  us  deep  con- 
cern. It  is  challenging  the  spread  of  the  gospel 
and  with  the  force  and  fury  of  war  beats  against 
the  Christian  body. 

In  some  respects,  as  with  the  seven  churches,  the 
church  has  kept  its  testimony.  In  other  ways  it 
has  not.  Moral  laxity,  nudity  in  public  and  smok- 
ing, painted  women  with  shorn  hair  and  the  sign 
of  the  evil  that  these  represent,  are  taken  almost 
as  a  matter  of  course.  These  conditions  permeate 
the  general  church  body.  There  is  little  left  of 
the  beauty  of  simplicity  as  expressed  in  the  bride 
of  the  Lamb   (Rev.  19:8). 

Pleasure  seeking  is  rampant.  Even  government 
figures  show  this.  When  the  high  income  list  was 
released  in  1940,  it  showed  that  nineteen  of  the 
twenty-five  highest  salaries  went  to  movie  stars 


or  executives,  the  highest  of  the  twenty-five  going 
to  the  head  of  a  movie  firm. 

This  caused  a  prominent  newspaper  columnist 
to  say,  as  fear  and  dismay  because  of  world  con- 
ditions were  spreading,  that  "maybe  we  haven't 
lived  right  when  paid  amusement  becomes  a  major 
industry."  Evidently  church  people  supplied  a 
good  portion  of  this  income. 

As  a  church  body,  we  have  lost  on  a  number  of 
points  of  separation.  In  other  ways  we  have 
strengthened  our  testimony.  Peace  has  become 
a  major  emphasis,  partly  because  of  current  con- 
ditions. And  our  vision  of  service  has  been  en- 
larged and  extended. 

The  calls  for  sacrifice  and  sacrificial  giving  are 
urgent.  Foodless  banquets  are  very  commendable 
but  the  offering  thus  made  seems  small  in  com- 
parison to  the  evidence  of  much  larger  amounts 
spent  in  beauty  parlors  and  at  jewelry  and  cos- 
metic counters.  If  these  were  laid  on  the  altar  there 
would  be  real  spiritual  gain.  These  things  belong 
to  paganism,  not  to  the  Christian.  Its  increase 
among  us,  jewelry  coming  even  into  the  pulpit, 
causes  deep  sorrow  that  our  candle  in  this  respect 
seems  to  be  going  out.  Keeping  our  light  in  other 
ways  will  not  overcome  this  failure. 

The  uncovering  of  the  heads  of  professing  Chris- 
tian women  has  brought  the  results  that  the  Word 
warned  it  would.  God's  laws  are  still  in  force  and 
cannot  be  broken  without  bringing  the  revealed 
consequences. 

There  must  be  repentance  if  the  candlestick  of 
testimony  is  not  to  be  removed.  The  tide  of  evil 
is  strong  but  our  battle  is  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord.  "He  that  overcometh,  ...  I  will  not  blot 
out  his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life  but  I  will  con- 
fess his  name  before  my  Father"  (Rev.  3:5). 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


A  Choice  of  Weapons 

BY  JOE  VAN  DYKE 

In  February,  1940,  France  was  at  war,  but  she 
was  doing  very  little  fighting.  She  lay  behind  her 
impregnable  line  of  fortresses,  confident  of  her- 
self, waiting  to  be  attacked.  As  far  as  the  world 
knew  then,  the  combined  military  power  of  France 
and  her  ally,  Britain,  could  defeat  the  military 
power  of  Germany  when  that  attack  came. 

In  the  meantime,  behind  the  Maginot  Line,  the 
authorities  were  rounding  up  the  pacifists  who  had 
refused  to  co-operate  in  prosecuting  the  war.  Two 
of  these,  the  brothers  Phillipe  and  Pierre  Vernier, 
internationally  known  for  their  prewar  peace  ac- 
tivities, had  been  court-martialed  and  on  the  22nd 
day  of  February  were  in  court  awaiting  sentence. 
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One  of  the  defendants  stated  the  case  for  him- 
self, for  his  brother,  and  for  all  pacifists  when  he 
said:  "I  can  only  go  to  prison;  for  I  cannot  fight, 
except  with  the  weapons  of  the  spirit."  And  the 
President  of  the  Court  stated  the  opposing  case 
for  himself,  for  his  nation,  and  for  all  those  who 
believe  that  might  makes  right  when  he  replied: 
"At  the  present  time  the  weapons  of  the  spirit  are 
not  sufficient  to  defend  our  homes.  The  proceed- 
ings are  at  an  end." 

Not  many  months  after  the  Vernier  brothers 
began  serving  their  prison  terms,  the  German  at- 
tack came.  But  it  was  a  lightning  blitzkrieg, 
something  the  French  were  not  prepared  for,  and 
France  found  her  careful  plan  of  defense  out- 
moded and  futile.  She  discovered  that  her  homes 
could  not  be  defended  with  the  weapons  of  steel 
and  concrete  which  she  had  trusted.  Force  once 
more  bowed  to  superior  force. 

Today  the  story  of  France  is  the  story  of  Europe. 
With  the  exception  of  powerful  Russia,  practically 
all  of  continental  Europe  is  under  the  "protection" 
of  a  nation  whose  military  machine  of  offense  has 
proved  stronger  than  any  military  defense  yet  en- 
countered. France,  and  the  smaller  nations  of 
Europe  who  elected  to  fight  invasion  with  modern 
steel  weapons,  found  out  again  that  swords  are 
still  no  guarantee  of  safety  and  that  those  who 
take  them  up  still  perish  by  them. 

I  believe  it  is  true  that  most  civilized  men  and 
women  are  working  for  a  happier,  safer  world,  a 
world  where  decency  and  integrity  are  honored 
and  where  freedom  is  an  inherent  right  for  all 
men  to  enjoy.  Some  work  long  and  earnestly  and 
some  fitfully  and  halfheartedly,  but  most  of  us  de- 
sire a  world  order  based  on  principles  of  reason 
and  justice,  not  one  based  on  force  and  violence. 
This  ideal  is  not  the  exclusive  property  of  Chris- 
tians— it  is  shared  by  men  of  all  faiths  and  all 
tongues.  It  is  not  the  American  dream  only — it  is 
the  dream  of  all  mankind. 

But  while  men  of  goodwill  unite  on  goals,  they 
disagree  radically  on  the  means  by  which  these 
ideal  ends  may  be  reached.  In  this  sharp  cleav- 
age of  ideology  in  respect  to  methods  we  see  two 
philosophies  at  work.  One  stems  from  Christian- 
ity and  claims  that  weapons  of  the  spirit  are  the 
only  weapons  which  are  ethically  valid  and  ulti- 
mately practical.  It  denies  that  evil  means  can 
produce  good  ends. 

The  other  goes  back  to  precivilized  eras  when 
man,  to  survive  in  a  world  of  beasts,  had  to  behave 
like  a  beast.  It  declares  that  weapons  of  the  spirit 
are  valueless  in  certain  situations  (namely,  situa- 
tions of  international  strife)  and  that  material 
weapons  are  the  only  ones  to  be  trusted  to  insure 


victory  over  forces  of  evil.  It  affirms  that  means 
universally  recognized  as  evil  can  produce  good 
ends. 

In  this  struggle  of  opposing  philosophies  the 
proponents  of  each  read  history  in  different  ways. 
One  believes  that  much  of  our  human  progress  to- 
wards civilized  states  has  been  bought  by  force, 
and  after  being  secured  has  been  kept  by  force  in 
the  persons  of  police  agencies.  They  point  to  revo- 
lutions which  obtained  political  freedom  for  those 
who  revolted,  to  our  own  Civil  War  which  saved 
the  unity  of  the  republic  and  ended  a  moral  dis- 
grace, to  labor  strikes  which  use  types  of  force  to 
better  the  lot  of  the  working  man. 

The  other  sees  in  history  a  record  of  the  slow 
evolution  of  such  ideas  as  freedom  as  opposed  to 
slavery,  equality  of  women,  the  sacredness  of  all 
human  personality,  the  right  of  men  to  live  a  life 
both  socially  useful  and  personally  satisfying. 
These  ideas  have  never  been  advanced  by  violence, 
though  they  have  been  championed  by  vio- 
lence, nor  are  they  safeguarded  by  armies  or 
navies  or  police  force  primarily.  They  grow  by 
being  put  into  action  by  a  few  men  of  faith  whose 
example  inspires  more  and  more  men  to  act.  Once 
accepted  they  are  protected  by  the  common  knowl- 
edge that  the  new  idea  is  held  by  nearly  all  the 
people.  Automatically  it  is  added  to  law  and  the 
courts  interpret  its  application.  Public  conviction 
and  feeling  is  what  makes  or  breaks  our  civilized 
values.  If  that  were  not  true  our  relatively  insig- 
nificant police  force  could  not  hope  to  protect  the 
civilized  standards  we  have  erected.  It  will  be  en- 
tirely useless  to  try  to  safeguard  international  law 
with  an  international  police  force  unless  the  ma- 
jority of  the  peoples  of  the  world  believe  in  the 
principles  which  the  police  force  is  supposed  to 
preserve. 

At  all  times  these  two  philosophies  stand  op- 
posed to  each  other.  During  years  of  peace  a  po- 
lite truce  prevails.  When,  as  happens  frequently, 
a  threat  to  the  status  quo  (such  as  rampant  impe- 
rialism or  evangelizing  fascism)  arises  and  it  is  in- 
terpreted as  a  threat  to  civilization,  a  choice  of 
weapons  must  be  made.  Shall  the  evil  be  fought 
with  spiritual  or  material  weapons?  In  the  begin- 
ning stages  statesmen  and  others  try  the  non- 
material  weapons.  They  progress  to  threats  of 
force.  The  final  step  is  taken  automatically. 
Force  is  met  with  force;  violence  with  violence. 

Yet — so  far  in  the  world's  history  and  probably 
until  the  end  of  history — the  only  real  victories 
have  been  accomplished  afterwards  by  the  use  of 
the  weapons  of  the  spirit,  discarded  for  the  dura- 
tion. The  values  we  cherish  are  never  "saved"  on 
the  battlefield  or  in  any  theatre  of  war;  they  are 
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temporarily  lost  there.  The  only  thing  demon- 
strated is  which  side  possessed  superior  military 
strength  and  cunning,  a  fact  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  values.  Later,  after  the  battles  and  some- 
times after  the  peace  conferences,  the  things  men 
kill  for  are  restored  through  nonviolent  and  logical 
processes  embodying  love  and  brotherhood — the 
weapons  of  the  spirit. 

France  sent  her  pacifists  to  prison  because  they 
were  a  menace  to  the  smooth  functioning  of  her 
war  machine.  A  greater  war  machine  smashed 
her  defenses  with  ease.  She  will  rise  again  only  if 
there  are  enough  spiritual  resources  in  her  people. 
Today  France  may  be  rearming  herself  with  the 
weapons  she  once  thought  useless.  If  that  is  true, 
and  it  may  not  be  true,  her  people  will  find  dignity 
and  peace  and  happiness  again.  In  the  new  army, 
fighting  for  a  genuine  victory,  will  be  found  two 
men  lately  released  from  prison,  the  patriots  Phi- 
lippe and  Pierre  Vernier. 

Burt,  Mich. 


The  Christ  of  the  Trial  Hall 

BY   HAROLD    K.    MICHAEL 

Something  like  two  thousand  years  ago  a  Gali- 
lean stood  in  a  judgment  hall  on  trial  for  his  life. 
A  powerful  and  severe  judge  sat  before  him,  try- 
ing to  decide  in  his  own  mind  whether  to  give 
freedom  and  life  to  the  accused,  or  to  set  the  sen- 
tence at  death  and  humiliation.  In  the  midst  of 
his  musings  came  the  cry  from  the  maddened  rab- 
ble for  the  death  of  the  innocent  man,  and  freedom 
for  the  one  previously  accused  of  murder.  At  that 
moment  came  a  period  of  great  decision  for  a  man 
of  high-ranking  importance — Pilate,  the  Roman 
governor-general  over  the  province  of  Judea.  He 
was  faced  with  the  problem  of  choosing  between 
the  voices  of  the  mob  or  the  quieter  dictates  of  his 
own  conscience.  Pilate  was  the  judge — Jesus  was 
the  accused.  Two  great  forces  met  there  in  the 
hall  that  day!  They  were  the  forces  of  right  and 
wrong,  of  good  and  evil,  of  truth  and  inconsis- 
tency! 

Within  his  heart  Pilate  knew  what  was  right, 
but  was  too  burdened  with  selfish  pride  and  bitter- 
ness to  give  active  reception  to  that  right.  In- 
stead, he  listened  to  the  frenzied  mob  and  betrayed 
himself  into  the  hands  of  fear,  remorse  and  dread- 
ed existence.  From  that  moment  on  Pilate  was 
destined  to  muse  over  and  rue  the  hasty,  selfish, 
and  unwise  choice  he  had  made.  In  his  musings  of 
later  years  Pilate  was  to  feel  and  sense  inwardly 
the  might  and  power  that  was  the  Man's  who  had 
stood  before  him  in  silence.  He  was  to  know  the 
bitter  reward  of  rashly-made  choices.    He  was  a 


man  to  be  hounded  by  the  blood  of  the  innocent, 
and  to  know  the  deep  remorse  of  weakness.  This 
same  Pilate  in  the  years  that  followed  came  to 
know  too  late  the  power  and  strength  he  might 
have  had  if  he  had  but  allowed  this  Christ  to 
enter  and  dominate  his  life.  That  Christ,  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  stood  before  Pilate  often  in  the  years 
that  followed.  He  stood  in  all  the  strength  of 
spiritual  beauty  and  life.  But  Pilate  was  forever 
denied  the  joys  of  abundant  living,  for  he  had  shut 
the  doors  of  his  miserable  life  against  the  fresh- 
ness and  glory  of  the  Eternal  those  many  years  be- 
fore. 

This  same  Christ  is  still  on  trial  today!  He 
stands  before  the  judge  of  the  court!  But  in  the 
place  of  Pilate  are  you  and  I.  We  are  the  ones 
before  whom  stands  the  Christ!  We  are  the  ones 
who  are  to  say  whether  the  Son  of  God  shall  live 
or  die.  We  can  hear  the  voices  of  the  mob  as  they 
cry  out  in  lustful  vengeance  against  him.  The  cry 
today  is  for  the  release  of  prejudice,  hate  and 
greed  in  the  form  of  war  and  chaos!  The  rabble 
shouts  for  the  release  of  the  evil,  and  for  the  death 
of  the  righteous!  Maddened  by  the  fury  of  greed 
and  lustful  power,  the  mob  cries  for  the  persecu- 
tion and  death  of  all  that  is  right.  They  cry  to  us — 
the  judge! 

Shall  we  heed  the  mob — or  remain  true  to  the  in- 
nocent Christ  who  in  his  silence  has  far  greater 
powers  than  the  turbulent  throng?  Which  shall  be 
the  greater  in  our  lives — the  shouts  of  a  sin-slaved 
world,  or  the  calm  and  quiet  plea  of  the  humble 
Christ?  The  Christ  is  on  trial!  May  we  judge 
wisely! 

Irricana,  Alberta,  Canada. 


Four  Great  Loves 

BY  MARY  POLK  ELLENBERGER 

The  ideal  life  is  based  upon  love — four  great 
loves  interdependent  upon  each  other.  They  are 
the  love  of  God,  the  love  of  fellowmen,  the  love  of 
home  and  the  love  of  native  land.  These  loves, 
correlated  as  they  are,  make  for  the  greatest  de- 
fense against  foes  from  without  and  disloyalty 
within  our  great  nation. 

Love  has  always  been  and  will  always  be  the 
mysterious  and  controlling  power  of  human  life 
and  destiny.  We  are  judged  by  the  things  which 
we  love  best.  "Behold  what  manner  of  love  the 
Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should 
be  called  the  sons  of  God:  therefore  the  world 
knoweth  us  not,  because  it  knew  him  not"  (1  John 
3:1). 

"God's  love  for  us  passeth  all  understanding." 
Nor  can  we  analyze  man's  love  for  him;  it  is  be- 
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yond  the  power  of  the  finite  mind,  but  it  is  good 
for  one  to  meditate  upon  the  bonds  of  love  that 
exist  between  God  and  man  that  he  may  grow 
in  grace  and  into  a  deepening  of  the  appreciation 
and  knowledge  of  his  relationship  with  God. 
"Grace  is  a  redeeming  love  energy  ministering  to 
the  unlovely  with  its  own  loveliness."  And  the 
understanding  of  divine  love  grows  by  the  exercise 
of  grace. 

He  said,  "If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  command- 
ments" (John  14:15).  "If  a  man  say,  I  love  God, 
and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar:  for  he  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can 
he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  seen"  (1  John 
4: 20)  ?  Is  not  our  love  for  God  best  expressed 
through  the  treatment  we  show  our  fellow  men? 

If  we  love  God,  we  love  his  truth,  his  Word,  his 
law;  we  delight  to  walk  in  his  way.  Love  for  God 
restrains  us  from  sharp  practices  in  business  and 
from  questionable  pastimes  in  social  life.  It 
purges  our  hearts  of  selfishness  and  wrong  de- 
sires; it  purifies  our  minds,  transforms  character 
and  illumines  life's  pathway;  it  sustains  us  through 
dark  days  and  adds  lustre  to  all  the  joys  of  life. 

Special  Message  to  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  State 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  regular  Annual  Con- 
ference assembled  at  La  Verne,  California,  June  18-24, 
1941,  feels  urged  to  submit  this  message  to  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  to  the  members  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States: 

Our  hearts  are  saddened  by  the  apparent  movement 
of  our  country  toward  complete  involvement  in  war. 
We  recognize  the  formidable  forces  operating  in  the 
world  which  endanger  much  that  we  hold  dear;  but  we 
reaffirm  our  historic  conviction  that  war  methods  are 
wrong  and  ineffective  even  for  the  noblest  purposes. 
We  therefore  appeal  to  you  to  use  your  good  offices  to 
keep  us  from  war. 

Further  we  urge  that  you  lend  your  influence  and 
power  toward  mediating  the  present  conflict  in  order 
to  begin  now  the  necessary  task  of  rebuilding  the  world 
on  a  sound  basis. 

Moreover  we  hereby  express  our  gratitude  to  you  for 
having  given  recognition  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  indi- 
vidual conscience  in  granting  alternative  service  to  those 
who  have  conscientious  scruples  against  participation  in 
military  activities. 

Finally  we  want  to  assure  you  of  our  deep  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  our  America  and  of  the  whole  world, 
and  of  our  eagerness  to  demonstrate  our  faith  in  Civilian 
Public  Service  here  and  in  nonpartisan  relief  to  suffer- 
ing peoples  both  here  and  abroad,  and  in  reconstruction 
service  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  We  pray  and  work 
for  peace  because  our  Christian  faith  constrains  us. 
Respectfully  yours, 

C.  Ernest  Davis,  Moderator 
J.  O.  Winger,  Reader 
J.  E.  Miller,  Secretary 


The  dawn  of  each  new  day  brings  many  oppor- 
tunities for  the  expression  of  our  love  for  God  in 
the  life  that  flows  about  us.  There  may  be  but 
few  occasions  for  heroic  or  spectacular  exploita- 
tion, but  the  gentle,  kind  and  helpful  deeds  may 
fall  like  refreshing  showers  upon  weary  and  dis- 
couraged hearts,  bringing  them  comfort  and  in- 
spiration. 

If  our  love  of  God  does  not  so  affect  us,  perhaps 
it  is  because  we  do  not  love  him  enough,  for  "the 
affectionate  dependence  on  the  Creator  is  the  spir- 
itual life  of  the  soul." 

It  is  written,  "The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wisdom,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  is 
understanding"  (Prov.  9:10).  But  it  is  not  the 
fear  that  repels,  that  leads  away  from  God,  but  a 
fear  out  of  which  grows  a  deep-seated  desire  to 
obey  his  law,  to  draw  nearer  to  him.  It  is  a  fear 
that  restrains  us  from  untoward  actions  that  would 
grieve  him.  The  right  conception  of  "the  fear  of 
God"  seems  to  be  the  reverence  of  the  finite  mind 
for  the  infinite  mind  of  God.  It  is  an  awe  of  his 
omnipotence,  not  a  dread  that  requires  constant 
efforts  at  propitiation;  but  a  solicitude  lest  we 
offend  or  incur  his  displeasure;  an  inhibition 
against  living  thoughtless  and  inconsiderate  lives. 

"There  is  no  fear  in  love:  but  perfect  love  cast- 
eth  out  fear:  because  fear  hath  torment,  he  that 
feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love." 

"We  love  him,  because  he  first  loved  us"  (1  John 
4:19).  To  lose  one's  love  for  God,  and  to  experi- 
ence a  decrease  of  faith  in  his  Word,  is  to  lose  all 
that  makes  life  worth  living.  "He  that  loveth  not 
knoweth  not  God;  for  God  is  Love"  (1  John  4:8). 

Love  of  home  is  not  contingent  upon  material 
things  alone,  but  rather  upon  that  intangible,  un- 
definable  atmosphere  that  pervades  the  real  home: 
whether  it  be  a  mansion  set  amid  sunny  uplands, 
lush  meadows  and  fruitful  hillsides;  or  the  small 
rented  cottage  on  a  village  street,  an  apartment 
tucked  away  in  a  busy  city,  or  an  humble  farm- 
house on  a  lonely  road.  Wherever  it  may  be,  if  it  is 
to  meet  with  the  approval  of  God  and  thus  ful- 
fill its  destiny,  it  must  be  a  home  of  love  and  be 
loved  by  those  who  call  it  home,  for  the  love  of 
and  for  God  makes  possible  the  real  home.  And 
the  real  home  is  a  haven  of  rest  for  the  weary,  a 
shelter  from  life's  storms  whether  they  be  of  the 
business  world  or  social  contacts  or  from  any  of  the 
inevitable  changes  or  misfortunes,  frustrations  or 
disappointments  that  befall  the  human  family. 

Is  it  possible  for  one  to  truly  love  his  home  in 
the  highest  sense  if  he  does  not  first  acknowledge 
and  rejoice  in  the  mutual  love  that  is  possible  be- 
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tween  God  and  himself?  Should  we  not  regard 
God's  love  as  the  most  priceless  thing  in  life? 
There  is  an  old  saying,  "The  light  that  shines  farth- 
est, shines  brightest  at  home." 

"Every  woman  buildeth  her  own  house,  but  the 
foolish  one  plucketh  it  down  with  her  hands" 
(Prov.  14:1).  Also,  "He  that  troubleth  his  own 
house  shall  inherit  the  wind:  and  the  fool  shall  be 
servant  to  the  wise  of  heart"  (Prov.  11:29). 

Can  men  and  women  live  successful  lives,  build- 
ing worth-while  homes  without  some  great  pur- 
pose outside  themselves  and  even  outside  of  their 
own  homes?  Who  has  ever  reckoned  the  distance 
to  which  the  influence  of  a  real  home  has  spread? 

The  welfare  of  the  family  underlies  the  welfare 
of  society  and  the  destiny  of  the  nation.  The  fam- 
ily being  the  smallest  social  unit  the  home  is  the 
training  place  for  the  larger  relationships  and 
greater  responsibilities  of  life.  The  home  lover 
shields  that  home  from  all  things  that  threaten  its 
safety,  or  that  detract  from  its  wholesome  atmos- 
phere. 

From  such  homes,  homes  where  national  integ- 
rity and  loyalty  are  fostered,  come  our  best  citi- 
zens— men  and  women  of  righteous  purpose.  If 
our  homes  are  right  our  national  honor  is  safe. 
Some  one  from  a  full  heart  once  said,  "So  long  as 
our  nation  is  Christian,  so  long  as  its  aim  is  the 
righteousness  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  so  long 
will  it  survive  the  storms  of  the  future  as  it  has 
in  the  past."  God  grant  that  such  conditions  may 
be  ours;  that  "grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto 
us  through  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord"  (2  Peter  1:2).  That  we  will  love 
God,  our  fellow  men,  our  homes  and  our  native 
land,  should  be  the  prayer  and  pledge  of  faith  and 
loyalty  of  every  heart  in  our  beloved  nation  in 
these  dark  days  of  suspense  and  uncertainty. 

Oh,  precious  voice  of  the  fireside! 

Sweet  spirit  of  calm  and  cheer! 
Though  the  wild  wind  roars  o'er  the  pathless  wastes, 

What  matter,  so  thou  art  near? 
The  voice  ne'er  stills  though  the  years  go  on, 

Holy  and  sacred  the  voice  of  home. 

Tekamah,  Nebr. 


Travel  on  Sunday 

BY   CHARLES   E.   ZUNKEL 

Quite  often  we  hear  someone  say,  "I  traveled 
five  hundred  miles  over  the  week  end."  Acts  1: 
12  records  a  Sabbath's  journey  in  these  words, 
"They  returned  unto  Jerusalem  from  the  mount 
called  Olivet,  which  is  nigh  unto  Jerusalem,  a  sab- 
bath day's  journey." 

The  person  who  talks  of  his  five-hundred-mile 


week-end  journey  may  feel  it  quite  an  achieve- 
ment, but  apparently  he  may  have  forgotten  there 
are  other  distances  he  might  have  traveled.  For  in- 
stance, there  are  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  pos- 
sibilities of  the  day.  Is  the  Sunday's  journey  in 
worship  and  fellowship  less  important  than  a  jour- 
ney measured  by  miles,  consumed  gasoline,  oil,  and 
food? 

Suppose  we  ask,  "How  far  do  we  travel  in 
Sunday  worship?"  We  must  recognize  the  in- 
creasing factors  that  tend  to  cause  us  to  neglect  our 
Sunday's  refreshment.  Among  these  are  better 
modes  of  travel,  the  possibility  now  of  family  vis- 
iting once  impossible,  the  pull  of  commercialized 
amusements,  and  the  appeal  of  the  out  of  doors  for 
pent-up  laborers.  But,  whatever  the  pulls  may  be, 
do  they  provide  opportunity  for  a  more  valuable 
week-end  journey  than  does  worship? 

I  contend  that  a  Sunday's  journey  in  worship 
may  be  a  journey  from  earth  to  heaven.  It  does 
not  necessarily  need  to  be;  for  some  it  is  not.  One 
may  be  like  the  inventor  who  sat  in  Dr.  Haines' 
old  North  Church  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
For  months  he  had  been  a  front-seat  worshiper 
there.  He  sat  in  rapt  attention.  Dr.  Haines  had 
tried  to  get  to  the  door  soon  enough  to  greet  him 
with  a  word  of  welcome,  but  he  had  eluded  the 
minister.  Finally,  one  morning,  the  good  minister 
was  able  to  greet  him.  But,  upon  being  thanked 
for  his  attention  and  presence,  he  replied  that  he 
hadn't  been  hearing  a  thing  the  minister  had  said. 
He  amazed  the  minister  by  telling  him  that  he 
came  there  to  be  inspired  to  work  out  his  inven- 
tions, and  that  while  the  minister  spoke,  his  mind 
was  busy  with  inventions.  However,  there  have 
been  many  who  have  gone  away  from  worship 
with  the  feeling  of  Jacob,  "Surely  God  was  in  this 
place."  Many  have  heeded  the  words  of  the 
psalmist,  "Be  still  and  know."  In  the  stillness  they 
have  come  to  terms  with  God  and  themselves  and, 
like  Elijah,  they  have  heard  the  "still  small  voice." 

Let  us  ask  again,  "Do  we  travel  from  the  world 
outside  to  ourselves?"  There  are  many  tempta- 
tions to  run  away  from  ourselves.  Our  life  makes 
this  an  easy  matter,  at  least  for  a  while.  How 
many  folk  are  unhappy  when  left  alone!  They 
feel  they  must  be  going,  be  entertained,  be  with 
others.  Is  it  because  they  do  not  know  how  to  live 
with  themselves?  Is  it  because  they  are  afraid  to 
come  to  terms  with  themselves?  Here,  again,  I 
suggest  that  we  must  "be  still  and  know."  We 
may  run  away  for  a  while,  but  finally  we  must 
come  to  terms  with  ourselves.  It  may  perchance 
be  to  discover  life  without  meaning,  an  existence 
without  purpose,  a  body  with  not  much  of  a  soul. 
St.  Dominic,  the  soldier  of  fortune,  came  to  terms 
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with  himself  and  became  a  soldier  for  Christ. 
Must  we  wait  for  tragedy  to  bring  us  to  quietness 
in  his  presence? 

There  seem  to  be  those  whose  journeys  on  Sun- 
days are  measured  pretty  much  in  terms  of  hours 
of  sleep.  They  work  hard  all  week,  perhaps  too 
hard,  and  Sunday  affords  a  day  to  "sleep  in." 
When  this  is  done,  is  it  not  a  confession  that  there 
is  lack  of  felt  need  for  spiritual  refreshment?  Is 
not  there  a  feeling  that  man  lives  by  "bread 
alone?"  I  contend  that  one  may  well  sacrifice 
some  hours  of  needed  sleep  to  keep  his  soul  fresh 
and  vigorous.  Inner  poise  and  power  cannot  be 
substituted  for  by  bodily  rest. 

Perhaps,  when  we  have  thought  it  all  through, 
we  will  conclude  that  we  cannot  afford  to  measure 
our  Sunday's  journeys  in  terms  of  the  miles  we 
travel,  or  yet  in  the  family  ties  that  we  renew. 
For,  as  the  years  elapse,  we  want  to  be  enriched 
and  strengthened;  we  want  to  know  God  and  have 
peace  and  power  through  fellowship  with  him. 

Lima,  Ohio. 


General  Conference  Resolutions  for  1941 

(Continued  From  Page  4) 

Sixth,  with  reference  to  issues  independent  of  special 
times  and  seasons: 

a.  That  we  do  not  allow  the  unusual  challenge  of  the 
great  struggle  of  nations  to  cause  us  to  overlook  the 
more  domestic  and  personal  application  of  the  Chris- 
tian gospel. 

b.  That  we  more  earnestly  endeavor  to  uphold  the 
sacredness  of  marriage  and  the  integrity  of  the  home 
through  constructive  Christian  training  for  domestic  re- 
sponsibilities. 

c.  That  we  be  not  overcome  with  the  evil  of  intem- 
perance in  its  various  forms,  but  that  we  overcome  evil 
with  the  power  of  love  and  a  truly  simple  life,  and  posi- 
tive but  consistent  social  action  against  such  evils  as  the 
traffic  in  alcoholic  beverages  and  narcotics,  unwhole- 
some amusements  and  vice  of  every  kind  (Rom.  12:21;  1 
Thess.  5:22;  1  John  3:8). 

d.  In  recognition  of  the  many  temptations  and  tend- 
encies to  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  the  Lord's  day 
we  call  more  earnest  attention  not  only  to  its  value  as 
a  day  of  rest,  but  more  especially  to  its  status  as  a 
weekly  memorial  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ  and  con- 
sequently as  a  fitting  day  for  public  worship,  religious 
education,  and  Christian  service  in  the  name  and  spirit 
of  our  living  Lord. 

Seventh,  concerning  our  basic  message  and  mission: 

a.  That  we  reaffirm  our  historic  conviction  that  offi- 
cial creeds  and  theological  statements  are  unsatisfactory 
and  that  the  New  Testament  is  sufficient  as  our  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

b.  That  we  earnestly  entreat  our  people  to  discourage 
any  divisive  tendencies  among  us  and  to  recognize  and 
promote  the  unity  of  the  brotherhood  by  speaking  the 
truth  in  love  and  humility,  realizing  that  we  all  know 
in  part  and  prophesy  in  part  (Eph.  4:12;  1  Cor.  13:9). 


c.  Realizing  that  local  churches  may  be  in  danger  of 
losing  that  priceless  fraternal  interest  among  the  mem- 
bers which  has  characterized  the  brotherhood  from  the 
beginning,  we  urge  that  there  be  special  endeavor  put 
forth  to  perpetuate  that  Christian  fellowship  which 
brought  the  church  into  being  (Mai.  3:16;  Heb.  10:23-25). 

d.  Recognizing  evangelism  at  home  and  abroad  as  the 
first  great  work  of  the  church  we  urge  that  there  be 
special  prayer  in  behalf  of  all  who  teach  and  preach  the 
everlasting  gospel,  especially  our  missionaries  in  zones 
of  danger.  Furthermore,  that  the  general  Brotherhood 
be  led  into  the  promotion  of  a  greater  missionary  pro- 
gram in  the  conviction  that  there  is  "none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be 
saved,"  whether  as  individuals  or  as  nations,  than  "the 
name  that  is  above  every  name"  (Acts  4:12;  Phil.  2:9). 

e.  Realizing  that  the  home  base  must  be  strength- 
ened and  conserved,  and  that  the  local  congregation  is 
basic  in  the  promotion  of  the  church  as  a  whole,  we 
urge  that  elders,  pastors,  and  other  officials  give  more 
earnest  heed  to  such  constructive  leadership  as  will  mo- 
bilize all  of  our  membership  for  a  more  active  and  com- 
prehensive participation  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  great 
Commission  of  our  Lord  (Matt.  28:19,  20). 

Committee: 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Chairman 
Harper  S.  Will,  Secretary 
Calvert  N.  Ellis 


Aspiration 

Selected  by  Howard  James  Burnett,  North  Manchester,   Indiana 

You  hold  my  stature.    I  may  grow  no  higher 
Than  you  will  let  me,  for  I  grow  in  you; 
We  are  but  one,  who  first  met  life  as  two; 
I  learn  of  life  as  you  aspire. 
If  you  are  small,  my  spirit,  too,  will  shrink, 
If  you  lack  vision,  then  I  know  no  goal; 
You  hold  the  boundaries  of  my  very  soul; 
I  sip  the  wine  of  living  that  you  drink. 

Then  must  you  seek  the  mountains  and  the  snow, 
And  grasp  at  shimmering  worlds  that  gleam  afar, 
So  that  I,  following,  may  glimpse  a  star, 
And  learn  of  heights  and  mysteries,  and  go 
Out  to  the  rim  of  life's  wide  glimmering  sea, 
Seeking  the  boundaries  of  eternity. 

For  why  meet  rapture  in  a  valley's  cup 
Hemmed  in  by  hills  and  held  down  to  the  sod? 
The  soul  that  yearns  for  mountain  paths  of  God 
Follows  the  high  road  upward — always  up. 
There  is  no  turning  back  nor  standing  still; 
Life  goes  too  swift — too  keen  its  aching  pleasure; 
I  would  know  happiness'  extremest  measure, 
Standing  beside  you  on  some  wind-swept  hill. 

And  since  you  hold  me  in  your  heart's  still  garden, 

I  cannot  go  unless  you  take  my  hand; 

Long  have  you  known  me,  and  you  understand 

My  urge  for  mountaintops.     I  ask  no  pardon 

For  this  strange  ache  to  glimpse  eternity. 

Love,  lead  the  way  and  make  a  path  for  me. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


Shall  We  Forgive? 

BY  MAY  ALLREAD  BAKER 

"Forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  .  .  .  even 
as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye"  (Col.  3:  13). 

A  beloved  American  writer  has  written,  in  one  of  her 
novels,  that  life  is  not  so  long  that  we  can  afford  to 
waste  it  in  bitterness  and  anger.  "A  little  work,  a  little 
love,  a  little  sleep,  and  all  is  over."  How  wrong  and 
foolish,  then,  if  we  permit  the  canker  of  hate  and  rancor 
to  eat  deep  into  the  fabric  of  our  lives! 

I  am  thinking  of  a  woman,  who,  when  an  innocent  girl 
of  eighteen,  suffered  the  deepest  wrong  a  girl  may- 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  an  unprincipled  and  pleasure-lov- 
ing man  of  the  community.  A  few  short  weeks  of  fool's 
paradise,  and  she  was  tossed  aside,  her  shame  blazoned 
to  her  little  world. 

Years  passed.  Conditions  became  reversed  between 
the  family  of  the  poor  renter's  daughter  and  the  wealthy 
landowner's  son.  The  rich  family  gradually  lost  their 
wealth,  while  the  girl  married  a  fine  man — too  big  to 
hold  against  her  this  one  mistake.  They  prospered; 
grew  wealthy,  and  the  woman  became  famous — a  master 
of  the  work  she  set  herself  to  do. 

Still,  she  held  on  to  her  hate.  The  memory  of  the 
man  who  had  betrayed  her  still  held  bitterness  and 
shame.  She  said,  and  meant  it,  that  she  would  not  lift 
a  finger  to  save  him  from  the  most  severe  physical  agony. 
His  memory  still  had  power  to  sweep  over  her — to  make 
her  loathe  herself  when,  as  a  little  and  sentimental  fool, 
she  had  believed  in  his  promises.  In  her  bitterness  she 
vowed  to  repay  him,  in  kind,  if  ever  the  opportunity 
came. 

Then  one  day  she  met  a  pitiful  little  lad  in  her  welfare 
work.  His  clothes  were  in  rags;  out  of  his  broken 
shoes  his  toes  peeped  that  icy  January  day;  he  was 
thin,  undernourished,  anemic.  Something  in  his  face,  a 
vague  resemblance  to  some  one,  aroused  her  interest. 
She  inquired  his  name,  then  turned  pale.  His  name  was 
the  same  as  that  of  the  man  who  had  wronged  her. 

The  agitated  woman  asked  for  more  details.  Yes,  his 
father  had  moved  to  the  city  from  the  little  farming 

community  of  G several  years  ago.    He  was  named 

for  his  father.  There  were  three  other,  younger  chil- 
dren— one  a  babe  of  six  weeks — and  the  mother  was  in 
bed  with  tuberculosis.  The  little  lad- gave  the  address — 
one  of  the  poorest  slum  districts  of  the  city. 

Then  this  deeply-wronged  woman  rose  to  greatness. 
In  person  she  visited  the  poverty-stricken  family;  ar- 
ranged for  the  mother  a  comfortable  room  in  an  exclu- 
sive sanitarium;  provided  a  good,  temporary  home  for 
the  two  little  boys;  and  took  the  baby  into  her  own  home 
until  such  time  as  the  mother  was  able  to  care  for  the 
child.  Finally,  through  influential  business  associates, 
she  secured  for  the  man  a  good  position. 

And  he  who  had  sinned  against  her  wept  and  con- 
fessed that  the  thought  of  his  wrong-doing  had  followed 
him  all  through  the  years.  "It  has  kept  me  down.  Ev- 
erything I  attempted  seemed  to  turn  out  bad.  Now 
that  you  have  forgiven  me,  I  feel  that  a  curse  has  been 
removed  from  my  life  and  I  shall  get  some  place  in  the 
world.     May  God  forever  bless  you!" 

And  this  woman  found  peace.    All  the  anger  and  bit- 


terness and  shame  disappeared,  leaving  in  its  place  a 
great  happiness. 

How  different  is  the  story  of  another  woman  I  knew — 
a  woman  who  could  not  forgive.  In  a  small  way  she  was 
an  heiress,  the  only  child  of  a  well-to-do  farmer.  After 
coming  in  possession  of  her  inheritance  she  married  the 
hired  man — a  young  fellow  of  good,  industrious  habits, 
but  without  a  penny  with  which  to  bless  himself. 

She  gave  him  all  she  had.  She  endowed  him  with  all 
her  worldly  goods;  became  the  mother  of  five  children. 
Then,  one  tragic  day,  she  discovered  he  was  having  an 
affair  with  a  fascinating  young  widow,  recently  moved 
in  the  neighborhood. 

It  was  her  husband's  one  and  only  lapse,  but  she 
could  not  bring  herself  to  forgive  him.  She  moved  into 
the  spare  bed  room,  and  never  spoke  to  him  again. 
Using  the  children  as  a  medium  of  conversation  it  was: 
"Harry,  tell  your  father  that  Mr.  Biddle  called."  Or: 
"Mary  Anne,  tell  your  father  to  stop  at  the  bakery,  on 
his  way  home,  for  a  loaf  of  bread." 

Even  when  Baby  Betty  took  down  with  typhoid  and 
the  little  life  was  despaired  of,  this  woman  sat  in  stony 
silence  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  little  white  bed — 
averting  her  head  from  her  husband's  anxious  gaze. 

Her  stubborn  refusal  to  forgive  broke  the  man's  heart. 
He  had  truly  loved  his  wife,  and  the  fascinating,  un- 
principled widow  had  long  been  forgotten.  He  stayed 
on  at  the  farm,  a  dreary,  pathetic  figure  until  more  than 
seven  years  had  passed  away.  Then,  one  summer  morn- 
ing, when  the  dew  was  on  the  grass,  and  the  sweet- 
scented  roses  were  in  bloom,  he  went  to  town  with  a 
truckload  of  grain.  As  he  drove  out  of  the  barnyard,  he 
looked  back  at  his  wife  with  a  pleading  look.  As  usual, 
she  averted  her  head.  An  hour  later  he  was  brought 
back  to  his  home  a  corpse — a  victim  of  an  automobile 
collision  with  a  drunken  driver. 

Then,  and  not  until  then,  did  the  ice  melt  around 
the  stern  heart  of  the  wife.  Catching  up  the  broken 
body  to  her  bosom  she  burst  into  heart-rending  sobs  and 
lamentations.  Her  cry  was:  "If  only  I  had  forgiven 
him!" 

But  it  was  too  late!     The  remainder  of  this  woman's 


Lord,  Make  Me  Strong 

BY  HELEN  L.  ROYER 

Lord,  make  me  strong  to  face  each  day 
With  trust  and  hopefulness  and  cheer. 
As  morning  sunlight  smiles  with  faith, 
So  may  I  smile  and  never  fear. 

Lord,  make  me  strong  to  face  each  trial 

With  knowledge  that  I'll  ever  do 

My  very  best  to  win  through  strife, 

And  smile,  though  skies  aren't  always  blue. 

Lord,  make  me  strong  to  work  with  eyes 
That  have  a  broader  outlook  than 
To  look  at  things  just  as  they  seem. 
Help  me  to  see  the  Master's  hand. 

Lord,  make  me  strong  to  follow  fast 
Christ's  ways,  to  ever  conquer  wrong, 
That  I  may  help  to  bring  a  peace 
Upon  this  earth.     Lord,  make  me  strong. 

Chicago,  III. 
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life  was  worn  away  in  deepest  sorrow  and  remorse — 
remorse  as  relentless  as  the  clods  of  earth  that  cover  the 
grave  of  rier  husband. 

There  is  the  case  of  the  two  brothers  who  quarreled 
over  the  division  of  their  father's  property.  It  was  a 
silly  quarrel  over  a  very  small  estate.  For  years  they 
have  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood;  each  reared  a 
large  family  yet  keeping  green  the  family  feud.  For 
more  than  twenty-five  years  the  two  brothers  have  not 
spoken — they  pass  each  other  with  averted  faces — chil- 
dren of  the  same  parents  who,  by  the  laws  of  God,  should 
love  one  another. 

The  younger  of  the  two  would  forgive  and  forget,  I 
know.  "Every  night  I  dream  of  Dick,"  he  confessed. 
"I  recall  the  time  when  we  were  kids  in  school,  and  he 
always  stood  up  for  me.  There  was  the  time  he  whipped 
Bill  Irvine — and  I  remember  he  saved  me  from  more 
than  one  drubbin'  when  dad  suspicioned  I'd  been  in  the 
watermelon  patch." 

And  always,  there's  that  note  of  wistfulness  in  his 
voice.  If  only  he  would  have  the  courage  to  go  to  his 
brother,  the  magnanimity  to  say:  "I'm  sorry,  Dick,  old 
chap!  Shall  we  let  bygones  be  gone  and  bury  the 
hatchet?  Shall  we  be  friends,  you  and  I — if  not  for  our 
sake,  for  the  sake  of  our  children  and  our  father  and 
mother?  Somehow,  I  don't  think  our  dear  old  mother 
can  be  happy,  up  there  in  heaven,  with  her  sons  divided. 
Do  you?" 

Or,  if  only  Dick  would  confess,  "I've  missed  you.  Let's 
forgive  each  other!  Maybe  I  was  wrong,  but  we  all 
make  mistakes.  Why  should  a  bit  of  property  come  be- 
tween us?  We  are  getting  along  in  years,  you  and  I — 
soon  our  grip  on  all  earthy  things  will  be  loosened. 
Let's  make  up  for  those  lost  years  by  loving  each  other 
more  than  two  brothers  ever  did  before." 

Reconciliation  would  be  a  fine  thing — a  great  victory 
over  self — filling  to  the  brim  with  milk  and  honey  the 
cup  that  once  overflowed  with  the  gall  of  bitterness  and 
hate — making  in  heaven  the  angels  rejoice. 

We  know  something  now  of  a  world  gone  mad  with  the 
bitter  unforgiveness  of  hate;  of  a  world  gone  mad  with 
greed  and  political  corruption;  of  a  world  whose  fa- 
miliar supports  seem  to  be  slipping  away  under  our 
feet.  We  have  begun  to  realize,  as  never  before,  how  dif- 
ficult Christ's  command  to  forgive  those  that  hate  us  and 
despitefully  use  us.  It  is  hard  to  have  the  courage  to 
preach  love  and  forgiveness  in  a  world  that  cries  anew, 
"Crucify  him!" 

Hope,  faith,  charity,  love,  forgiveness — these  are  the 
weapons  without  stain,  that  shall  in  the  end  put  all 
things  under  the  feet  of  God's  elect. 

Arcanum,  Ohio. 


"They  Will  Catch  On!" 

BY  GRACE  HILEMAN  MILLER 

In  a  discussion  about  whispering  in  Sunday  school 
and  church  services,  and  in  connection  with  a  unit  of 
work  in  the  primary  department  featuring  reverence, 
an  eight-year-old  boy  exclaimed,  "Why,  isn't  it  all 
right  to  whisper  in  church?  Everybody  does  it?" 

"What  do  you  think  about  it?"  queried  the  presiding 
officer,  for  this  was  at  Sunday-school  assembly  hour. 

"It's  wrong  to  do  it,  just  as  bad  as  to  whisper  here 
in  Sunday  school,"  spoke  up  another  eight-year-old  boy. 


"But  all  the  big  people  and  children  do  it,"  contend- 
ed the  first  speaker. 

"I'll  tell  you  what  let's  do,"  exclaimed  a  wide-awake 
six-year-old;  "let's  every  one  of  us  primaries  keep  from 
whispering  one  single  word.  There  is  a  big  bunch  of 
us,  and  the  other  children  and  big  people  will  catch 
on  and  stop  whispering,  too,  until  everybody  in  the 
church  just  acts  as  if  they  knew  they  were  in  God's 
house." 

The  rest  of  the  department  agreed. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Used  Cars  and  Used  Talents 

BY  GEORGE  W.  TUTTLE 

Everywhere  we  go  the  sign,  Used  Cars,  seems  to  con- 
front us.  It  works  out  somewhat  in  this  fashion:  moth- 
er says,  "Father,  the  Joneses  have  a  new  car,  and  all 
the  neighbors  know  that  you  are  making  more  money 
than  Tom  Jones."  Then  father  feels  of  his  overstuffed 
purse  and  says:  "Well,  yes,  mother,  the  old  car  is  a  bit 
shabby.  I  think  I  can  manage  the  payments  on  an  up- 
to-date  car."  So  signs  and  secondhand  cars  seem  like 
the  sands  of  the  seashore  in  number,  while  a  second- 
hand car  can  be  purchased  anywhere  from  fifty  dollars 
and  up — absolutely  guaranteed  to  wear  until  it  stops. 

Tell  me  who  ever  saw  a  sign  worded  after  this  fashion, 
"For  Sale;  Used  Talents?"  Cars  grow  dingy  with  use; 
talents  grow  bright.  Car  tires  wear  out,  upholstery 
wears  through  and  the  value  decreases.  How  different 
with  talents!  A  used  talent  increases  in  value  with  each 
day  of  use.  Sell  a  used  talent?  Indeed  not!  Would  we 
sell  a  goldmine  if  the  ore  grew  richer  with  every  day's 
work  on  the  mine? 

With  unused  talent  it  is  far  different.  For  instance, 
there  is  Harold  Harkness;  he  has  unused  talent  in  abun- 
dance. He  proves  to  us  that  unused  talent  is  like  un- 
used money,  that  it  brings  no  returns.  Harold  is  gifted 
but  he  is  too  indolent  to  give  his  talent  the  proper  back- 
ing. What  would  you  say  of  a  young  fellow  who  had 
a  perfectly  good  gold  mine  but  who  was  too  indolent  to 
develop  it? 

Harold  would  take  lessons  on  the  violin,  so  his  wid- 
owed mother,  who  thinks  her  boy  the  eighth  wonder  of 
the  world,  denied  herself  needed  clothing  that  Harold- 
the-Indolent  might  have  his  violin  lessons.  After  two 
lessons  the  teacher,  Miss  Sayers,  said  to  Mrs.  Harkness: 
"I  never  had  a  more  promising  pupil."  But  Harold 
never  redeemed  his  promise;  he  lacked  perseverance; 
he  had  neither  pull  nor  push  for  his  talent  cart. 

Do  we  not  honor  God  when  we  use  what  he  has  given 
us?  The  used  talent,  however  small  it  may  be,  may 
grow  with  use  as  the  widow's  oil  and  meal  grew  when 
she  fed  Elijah.  How  the  enemies  of  John  Bunyan  must 
have  chuckled  when  he  was  imprisoned  in  Bedford  jail, 
but  his  talent  for  religious  expression  in  writing  flamed 
up  like  a  meteor  and  Pilgrim's  Progress  has  made  his 
memory  immortal. 

Only  as  we  use  our  talents  for  God  do  we  honor  the 
God  who  gave  them.  Unused  talents  remind  us  of  the 
humorous  story  of  the  boy  from  the  slums  in  a  big 
city  who  had  never  eaten  ice  cream.  When  given  ice 
cream  on  a  fresh  air  excursion  for  the  poor,  he  put  a 
cone  of  it  in  his  pocket  for  his  little  sister  at  home.  He 
is  said  to  have  cried  bitterly  because  his  cream  was 
stolen,  leaving  his  pocket  all  wet. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  July  20 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Responsibility  of  the 
Church  Regarding  Beverage  Alcohol. — 1  Cor.  5:9-13; 
Titus  2:1-8.  Golden  Text,  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth. 
Matt.  5:15. 

Christian  Workers,  In  Conversation.  Prov.  15:1-4;  17: 
7. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  America's  Crop  of  Criminals. 

Intermediates,  Liberty  and  Goodwill  for  All. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Eaton  church,  Ohio. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Rice  Lake  church,  Wis. 

Twenty  baptized  in  the  Pomona  church,  Calif. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Indian  Creek  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Myersville  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
C.  F.  Holsopple,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
C.  F.  Holsopple,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Keyser  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  A. 
R.  Showalter,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Manor  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Harry 
Eshleman,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Allison  Prairie  church,  HI.,  Bro. 
Dolar  Ritchey,  pastor. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Hermon  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
E.  C.  Woodie,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Peace  Valley  church,  Mo.,  Bro.  I. 
N.  H.  Beahm,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  E.  F.  Couser,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Fredericksburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  Fernald 
church,  Iowa,  Bro.  Earl  E.  Jarboe,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  West  Brownsville  church,  Md., 
Bro.  J.  M.  Fyock,  Alliance,  Ohio,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Shady  Grove  church,  Mt.  Carmel 
congregation,  Va.,  Bro.  Chester  Harley,  pastor. 

Twenty-seven  baptized  in  the  Grossnickle  church, 
Md.,  Brethren  I.  R.  Stottlemyer  and  C.  F.  Holsopple, 
evangelists. 

Thirty-one  baptized,  one  reinstated  and  two  received 
by  letter  in  the  Pine  Glen  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple, 
evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  New 
Hope  church,  Ind.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins, 
evangelists. 

Two  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Sister  Martha  H. 
Keller,  evangelist. 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for   the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Elmer  Dadisman,  July  13-27,  in  the  Flint  church, 
Mich. 

Bro.  M.  A.  Jacobs,  York,  Pa.,  July  20  in  the  Long 
Green  Valley  church,  Md. 

Bro.  Dolar  Ritchey,  Lawrenceville,  111.,  Aug.  3-17,  in 
the  Oak  Grove  church,  111. 

Bro.  Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va.,  July  27 — Aug.  10,  in 
the  Green  Hill  church,  Va. 

Bro.  M.  A.  Whisler,  Low  Point,  111.,  in  the  Upper  Deer 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  Sept.  21. 

Brother  and  Sister  A.  P.  Musselman,  July  28 — Aug. 
12,  in  the  Kaskaskia  church,  111. 

Bro.  C.  Walter  Warstler,  Middletown,  Ohio,  Aug.  3-17, 
in  the  Lower  Miami  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe,  Bridge  water,  Va.,  Aug.  10  in  the 
Madison  Avenue  church,  York,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  F.  Holsopple  in  the  Glade  View  church,  W. 
Va.,  July  21-30,  and  in  the  Monrovia  church,  Md.,  Aug. 

18-31. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Wilmer  Crummett  changes  his  address  from 
Cherry  Grove  to  Durbin,  W.  Va.,  where  he  is  serving 
the  Pocahontas  and  Pendleton  missions  of  Second  Vir- 
ginia. 

Bro.  Arthur  C.  Keim,  pastor  of  the  Plymouth  church 
of  Northern  Indiana,  accompanied  by  Sister  Keim  in 
his  search  of  the  Publishing  House  files  for  thesis  ma- 
terial, found  opportunity  to  extend  friendly  greetings  to 
the  Messenger  offices. 

Bro.  Chas.  W.  Blough,  pastor  of  the  Westmont  church, 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  Sister  Blough  and  friends,  said  some 
very  nice  things  about  the  place  and  people  when  they 
stopped  to  look  us  over.  Yes,  they  had  been  to  the  Con- 
ference and  were  going  home. 

Pastor  Earl  M.  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  his  wife 
and  child,  paid  their  respects  to  the  Publishing  House, 
including  the  Messenger  offices,  as  they  were  homeward 
bound  from  the  late  Conference.  Sorry  that,  through 
no  fault  of  theirs,  some  of  us  missed  seeing  them. 

Bro.  C.  Walter  Warstler,  pastor  of  the  Middletown 
church  of  Southern  Ohio,  assisted  by  the  choir  of  the 
Bear  Creek  congregation,  will  conduct  services  at  Mi- 
ami Valley  Chautauqua,  Sunday,  July  20,  8:00  P.  M., 
E.  S.  T.  It  is  expected  that  the  program  will  be  broad- 
cast over  WLW. 

Mayor  E.  R.  Blickenstaff  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  became 
known  to  many  who  attended  the  late  Conference. 
These  will  have  a  special  sympathetic  interest  in  the 
tragedy  which  brought  instant  death  to  his  two-year-old 
granddaughter,  Jane  Margaret  Blickenstaff,  when  she 
with  other  children  was  playing  too  near  the  Santa  Fe 
tracks.  Whether  you  learned  to  know  the  other  nearer 
kindred  or  not,  your  sympathy  will  include  them  all. 
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Bro.  H.  J.  Frysinger  and  family  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in- 
cluding Sister  Royer  of  Lititz,  mother  of  Mrs.  Frysinger, 
were  recent  Monday  morning  visitors  at  the  Publishing 
House,  homeward  bound  from  La  Verne. 

Bro.  Norman  B.  Wine,  for  many  years  prominent  in 
the  public  school  work  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  got  his  wife  to 
take  him  on  a  vacation  trip  which  included  seeing 
friends  in  near-by  Wisconsin.  Then  they  decided  to  see 
the  Publishing  House  friends  also,  and  incidentally,  the 
House  for  the  first  time. 

Brother  and  Sister  Geo.  W.  Smith  of  Mercersburg,  Pa., 
invite  you  to  rejoice  with  them  in  contemplating  fifty 
years  of  mutual  faithfulness  in  conjugal  devotion,  and 
forty  years  of  service  in  the  office  of  deacon.  They  don't 
say  much  about  that,  but  their  friends  bear  testimony 
to  equal  faithfulness  in  this  as  in  all  other  responsi- 
bilities. 

Sister  Mary  E.  Stover's  gracious  letter  about  some 
things  in  connection  with  the  Conference  mentions  an 
interesting  fact  you  may  or  may  not  have  thought  of 
yourself:  that  our  three  mission  fields,  India,  China, 
Africa,  were  represented  by  pioneer  missionaries  to 
each,  somebody  of  those  who  went  first.  There  were 
Sister  Stover  herself  for  India,  Brother  and  Sister  Crum- 
packer  for  China,  and  Brother  Kulp  for  Africa.  Did  it 
ever  happen  before?    Will  it  ever  again? 

Older  readers  will  recall  the  name  of  Bro.  E.  M.  Cobb, 
a  leader  in  our  church  activities  of  a  generation  ago  and 
for  a  few  years  editor  of  the  Inglenook.  A  newspaper 
dispatch  announced  his  death  on  July  2  at  Newport,  R. 
L,  where  he  had  accepted  a  teaching  position  several 
months  ago.  In  his  later  years  he  was  affiliated  with 
the  Baptist  Church  and  taught  Bible  classes  in  Indian- 
apolis and  other  near-by  points.  The  funeral  and  inter- 
ment took  place  at  College  Corner  in  southwestern  Ohio. 
He  was  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

Bro.  Robert  Hoover,  under  the  supervision  of  Pastor 
W.  Harold  Row  of  Richmond,  Va.,  is  having  an  interest- 
ing summer  pastorate  of  the  Tidewater  Area  which  in- 
cludes Newport  News,  Norfolk,  Portsmouth  and  sev- 
eral other  smaller  places.  Newspapers  and  radio  sta- 
tions, a  Baptist  church  in  Newport  News,  and  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  in  Norfolk,  have  given  him  fine  co-operation.  He 
is  finding  many  Brethren  people.  Perhaps  pastors,  par- 
ents and  others  could  help  him  to  find  more.  Write 
Robert  Hoover,  care  of  J.  A.  Mummert,  4  City  Park 
Ave.,  R.  1.  Portsmouth,  Va. 

•        e        • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Southern  Iowa  will  meet  in  district  conference  in  the 
Ottumwa  church,  Aug.  20-22.  The  last  of  July  should 
find  all  business  and  other  matter  for  the  printed  pro- 
gram in  the  hands  of  Clerk  Charles  Albin,  118  S.  Moore 
St.,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

The  Beech  Grove  church  of  Southern  Indiana  will 
have  a  home-coming  program  with  basket  dinner  and 
special  music  July  27.  Dr.  E.  R.  Burke  of  Muncie  will  be 
the  speaker.  "All  former  members  and  friends  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  worship  with  us." 

The  Publishing  House  has  several  requests  for  copies 
of  Brumbaugh's  History  of  the  Brethren,  which  has  been 
out  of  print  for  a  number  of  years.  Anyone  owning  a 
copy  and  willing  to  dispose  of  it  will  kindly  communi- 
cate with  us,  stating  condition  and  price  wanted  for  the 
book. 


The  District  Meeting  of  Northern  Indiana  will  be  held 
at  Camp  Mack  Aug.  12-14,  a  week  earlier  than  the  regu- 
lar date,  to  fit  in  with  the  camp's  schedule.  All  queries, 
reports,  programs  or  other  matters  intended  for  the 
nev/s  letter  should  be  in  the  hands  of  Writing  Clerk  C. 
C.  Cripe,  by  July  20. 

Middle  Iowa  District  Meeting  will  be  held  Aug.  30,  31, 
and  Sept.  1,  in  the  Panther  Creek  church.  This  date  is 
one  week  earlier  than  that  shown  in  the  Yearbook.  All 
reports  and  business  to  be  presented  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  writer  not  later  than  July  30.— L.  L.  Long, 
District  Clerk,  3714  Cornell  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Saturday,  July  26,  is  Home  Day  at  the  Brethren  Home 
at  Mount  Morris,  111.  There  will  be  a  picnic  dinner  at 
noon  and  a  program  beginning  at  1:30  P.  M.  Among  the 
features  will  be  group  singing  and  talks  by  J.  F.  Burton 
and  C.  D.  Bonsack.  "Bring  a  well-filled  basket  and 
table  service.  We  want  you  to  enjoy  the  fellowship  and 
fine  atmosphere  of  the  home." 

The  Women's  Conference  of  Eastern  Maryland  will 
be  held  at  the  Edgewood  church,  July  31,  an  all-day 
meeting  beginning  at  10:00  A.  M.  The  Edgewood  sis- 
ters will  serve  lunch.  The  program  includes  an  address 
by  Missionary  Ida  C.  Shumaker,  reports  from  the  La 
Verne  Conference  and  other  interesting  features.  "A 
welcome  is  extended  to  all  women." 

The  Somerset  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  will 
hold  home-coming  and  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
building  of  the  church  Aug.  17.  Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse,  the 
first  pastor,  will  speak  in  the  morning,  and  Bro.  M.  J. 
Brougher  of  Greensburg  will  bring  the  afternoon  mes- 
sage. The  Walnut  Grove  choir  will  furnish  music.  In 
the  evening  the  "Sacred-Aires"  quartet  will  sing. 
"Bring  your  basket  lunch  and  spend  the  day  with  us." 

Camp  Mack  has  secured  strong  leadership  for  the  In- 
termediate Boys'  Camp,  July  20-27,  under  the  direction 
of  Arlo  Gump.  And  for  the  young  people,  July  27 — 
Aug.  6,  under  the  deanship  of  Fred  Hollingshead.  Mrs. 
Rosa  Page  Welch,  H.  Stover  Kulp,  and  Howard  Sollen- 
berger  will  make  these  camps  unusual  in  tone  and  re- 
sults. Every  school  is  urged  to  be  represented.  Write 
for  information. — L.  W.  Shultz. 

The  annual  reunion  of  Camp  Meade  conscientious  ob- 
jectors will  be  held  Aug.  9  and  10  in  the  Meadow  Branch 
church  near  Westminster,  Md.  Saturday  evening  a  fel- 
lowship supper  will  be  served  to  all  at  nominal  cost. 
Lodging  is  free  in  Roop's  Look-About-Camp.  Sunday 
meals  can  be  had  at  small  cost.  For  those  bringing 
lunch  comfortable  facilities  are  provided  free.  Those 
expecting  to  attend  should  notify  Cleason  J.  Forry,  815 
Broadway,  Hanover,  Pa.  The  program  is  in  the  making. 
Anybody  with  a  real  contribution  will  kindly  com- 
municate with  John  D.  Roop,  Linwood,  Md. 


Qbout  Boom 


Borrowed  Children.  Mrs.  St.  Loe  Strachey.  The 
Commonwealth  Fund,  1940.     150  pages.     75c. 

In  this  little  book  is  an  account  of  evacuee  children, 
their  problems  and  remedies.  In  1939  some  730,000  un- 
accompanied English  school  children  were  evacuated 
from  their  homes.  The  book  shows  the  many  vexing 
and  tragic  problems  which  war  conditions  force  into 
the  lives  of  little  children.— Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoff. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Cross-Country  Travel 

BY   VELMA   OBER 

I  am  aware  that  cross-country  travel  is  very  popular 
with  some  and  excitement  is  welcome,  so  I  would  like  to 
take  you  on  a  cross-country  trek  of  about  ninety  miles. 
The  trip  to  Liao  Hsien  can  be  made  in  less  than  a  day 
by  train  and  auto,  but  at  this  time,  those  methods  of 
travel  are  impossible. 

Our  party  was  made  up  of  six  foreigners,  a  Chinese 
cook  and  a  man  who  took  the  name  of  guide,  but  I  won- 
dered if  he  deserved  that  title.  We  put  our  bedding  into 
a  bag  so  we  could  ride  on  it.  We  also  prepared  lunch 
baskets  with  bread,  butter,  jam,  some  nuts,  cookies  and 
fruit.  We  intended  to  eat  some  Chinese  food  on  the 
journey  but  the  contents  of  the  basket  were  to  act  as  an 
appetizer  or  as  a  filler  if  we  could  not  get  food  along 
the  way.  We  filled  our  water  bottles  for  here  we  must 
carry  our  water.  We  do  not  dare  to  drink  unboiled 
water  in  China.  On  the  first  day,  we  planned  to  use 
two-wheeled  carts,  but  one  of  our  carts  had  been  com- 
mandeered so  we  hired  four  rickshas  and  piled  the  bag- 
gage into  the  cart. 

The  road  was  wide  and  smooth  and  the  countryside 
was  beautiful.  The  houses  and  the  walls  of  courtyards 
were  made  of  gray  bricks.  The  courtyards  were  very 
neat  and  well-kept.  The  people  were  busy  in  their 
fields.  Many  were  busy  irrigating  their  crops.  Crude 
ditches  were  dug  along  the  borders  of  their  fields.  Oft- 
en the  irrigating  ditches  were  dug  across  the  roads. 
Blindfolded  donkeys  were  going  around  and  around  as 
they  pumped  water  from  the  well  into  these  ditches. 
Some  people  were  plowing  with  either  oxen  or  donkeys 
or  with  a  donkey  and  an  ox  hitched  together.  Some 
were  cutting  their  crop  of  millet  with  crude  short 
sickles.  Each  farmer's  field  consisted  of  about  three  to 
five  acres;  some  had  pretty  green  vegetables,  some  had 
fragrant  white  buckwheat,  and  others  had  kao-liang  (a 
kind  of  millet)  or  corn. 

When  we  were  past  the  barracks,  where  we  were  de- 
layed several  hours,  we  found  the  road  narrower  and  not 
so  smooth.  We  had  hired  the  rickshas  to  go  as  far  as  the 
mountains,  but  they  went  only  to  the  next  village. 
When  we  alighted  in  this  village,  it  was  not  long  until 
the  whole  population  turned  out,  not  to  welcome  us  but 
to  stare  at  the  new  arrivals.  As  we  were  trying  to 
persuade  the  men  to  take  us  further,  a  man  who  was  a 
Christian  and  who  had  attended  our  school  at  Liao  Hsien 
three  or  four  years,  came  to  us  and  insisted  that  we  go 
to  his  house.  He  received  us  into  his  home  as  if  we  had 
been  close  friends  for  several  years. 

His  wife  kept  saying,  "Chia,  chia"  (House,  house). 
She  could  not  understand  why  we  preferred  to  sit  out- 
side in  their  courtyard  where  it  was  very  pleasant  in- 
stead of  going  inside  their  house  which  was  so  hot  and 
close  and  full  of  smoke.  While  here,  we  ate  some  of 
our  lunch.  I  suppose  the  Chinese  people  in  this  village 
had  not  seen  folks  peel  fruit  before.  Likely  they 
thought  we  were  very  wasteful.  But  we  must  be  careful 
about  our  food  and  try  in  every  way  to  safeguard  our 
stomachs  from  dysentery  germs  and  worms. 

Then  we  took  turns  reading  aloud  to  the  people.  It 
was  a  strange  thing  for  them  to  see  our  books  and 
listen  to  us  read.  One  Chinese  woman  came  close  to  us 
and  listened  intently  for  a  long  time  and  then  she  said, 


Here  you  see  some  of  the  mountains  of  Shansi,  northern 
China.  Note  the  party  of  travelers  at  the  reader's  right  in  the 
picture. 

"I  don't  understand  all  of  it,  but  every  once  in  a  while 
I  do  understand  something." 

Chinese  women  are  always  wanting  to  examine  our 
Western  clothes.  So  when  our  hostess  came  over  to  me 
to  examine  mine,  I  said  to  her,  "I  haven't  examined 
yours!"    She  looked  rather  abashed  and  walked  away. 

This  being  Saturday,  we  were  asked  to  have  a  short 
worship  service  as  there  were  some  women  in  the  vil- 
lage who  were  Christians.  We  sang  some  songs  and 
several  told  about  their  Christian  experiences.  There 
were  about  fifteen  of  us  present  when  we  began  but  be- 
fore the  service  was  over,  there  were  about  fifty. 

The  next  day  at  eleven  o'clock,  our  caravan  of  about 
ten  animals  started  towards  the  mountains.  We  soon 
came  to  the  first  mountain  and  crossed  it  without  too 
much  difficulty.  Then  we  approached  the  river  bed 
which  was  covered  with  a  deep  layer  of  sand.  The  river 
bed  was  rather  wide,  but  the  stream  of  water  wove  back 
and  forth  across  the  river  bed.  We  had  been  told  that 
we  would  cross  the  river  seventy  times.  Mrs.  H.,  the 
oldest  of  our  party,  thought  this  statement  was  exagger- 
ated, so  she  counted  the  times  we  crossed  the  river  and 
by  evening  we  had  crossed  it  sixty-nine  times!  Several 
folks  in  our  party  walked  most  of  the  way,  so  they  took 
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off  their  shoes  and  waded  the  river  and  then  walked 
over  the  sand. 

Mrs.  H.  and  I  rode  across  most  of  the  rivers,  and  we 
surely  had  to  hold  on  with  all  strength.  We  were  always 
told  to  look  across  the  river  as  we  crossed.  We  were 
told  that  when  people  look  down,  they  get  dizzy  and 
then  fall  off.  It  is  quite  an  experience  to  be  on  a  mule 
when  his  feet  slip  over  a  stone!  Since  my  mule  was 
quite  sure-footed,  I  felt  confident  that  he  would  find 
himself  and  we  would  go  on.  I  named  my  mule  Job. 
He  slipped  so  much  the  first  day  that  I  thought  slipping 
must  be  his  tribulation. 

This  river  valley  was  a  very  beautiful  one.  There 
were  steep  mountains  along  both  sides,  covered  with 
white,  violet,  blue  and  yellow  flowers.  Some  clusters 
looked  like  a  bride's  bouquet. 

Sometimes  along  the  steep  slopes  or  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hills,  one  would  see  persimmon  trees  filled  with  the 
bright  orange-colored  fruit.  I  saw  the  ridges  around 
the  trunks  of  the  trees  and  later  I  recalled  to  mind  the 
reason  why  some  trees  bear  such  small  fruit  while  others 
were  loaded  with  nice  big  apple-sized  fruit.  The  trees 
must  be  grafted  in  order  to  bear  the  fine,  large  fruit. 

That  evening  we  went  to  a  small  village  inn  and 
found  room  enough  to  stay  all  night.  The  rooms  which 
they  gave  us  to  sleep  in  were  small  and  so  poorly  venti- 
lated that  we  decided  to  sleep  on  the  flat  roof.  There 
was  a  beautiful  moon  and  stars.  One  of  the  men  set 
up  sheaves  of  grain  to  act  as  a  partition.  Although  I  felt 
very  tired,  sleep  would  not  come.  I  had  put  my  bed- 
ding down  too  close  to  the  chaff  and  I  got  it  mixed  up 
with  my  bedding.  And  unluckily  some  crawlers  were 
there  too.  Some  other  tf oiks  had  also  decided  to  sleep 
on  the  roofs  near  us.  Throughout  the  night,  someone 
would  talk,  then  someone  would  cough,  and  added  to  it 
all  the  crawlers  would  start  in.  Finally,  when  I  thought 
that  I  was  going  to  drop  off  to  sleep,  one  of  the  sheaves 


of  grain  fell  down  on  me!  After  I  had  cleared  it  away, 
another  sheaf  fell  over  and  more  crawlers  were  added. 
But  at  last  I  did  go  to  sleep  and  was  later  awakened 
by  the  sun  peeping  up  in  the  east. 

Our  Chinese  cook  was  up  and  out  bright  and  early. 
He  boiled  for  us  millet  with  some  squash  in  it.  This  dish 
would  have  been  more  tasty  for  foreigners  who  had  not 
become  accustomed  to  it,  if  the  cook  had  peeled  the 
squash  first,  cooked  it  done  and  added  salt  to  it.  The 
millet  tasted  rather  raw  to  me,  but  I  managed  to  eat 
enough  to  last  until  dinner.  After  a  hurried  washing 
and  combing,  we  rolled  up  our  bedding  and  put  it  in 
the  bag.  Things  were  soon  ready  to  be  loaded  and  we 
were  off  on  another  day's  journey. 

Travel  across  country  like  this  is  not  so  bad  if  every- 
one keeps  his  sense  of  humor.  I  had  placed  a  bag  of 
valuables  in  my  bedding  for  I  thought  I  could  best 
watch  it  there.  Since  this  bag  was  hard,  I  planned  to 
have  it  at  the  bottom  and  my  cushions  on  top  where  I 
wished  to  sit.  But  the  driver  always  managed  to  get 
the  package  at  the  top!  I  wondered  if  that  was  his 
sense  of  humor  or  his  lack  of  it! 

This  day  we  soon  discovered  that  we  had  left  the 
sandy  river  bed  and  had  entered  a  rocky  one.  This 
whole  valley  was  filled  with  rocks,  some  large,  some 
medium-sized  and  some  small.  Everywhere  there  were 
rocks.  I  believe  there  were  enough  rocks  in  that  valley 
to  build  skyscrapers  of  stone  on  both  sides  of  a  street  a 
mile  long  and  pave  the  street  between  them  with  stones. 

The  valley  was  a  wide  one  and  the  only  way  we 
could  trace  the  winding  path  was  by  watching  for  the 
dark  streak  on  the  stones  where  the  animals  had 
walked.  We  soon  came  to  a  mountain  pass.  As  we 
climbed  up  this  gorge,  we  found  it  growing  more  nar- 
row. It  was  hard  to  ascend  because  of  the  large  rocks. 
Near  the  top,  we  were  relieved  to  find  a  dirt  path.  We 
passed  level  plots  where  grain  was  growing.     We  saw 


WHAT  TC 

PRAY  f€R 

Week  of  July  19-26 


Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker  have  labored  for  China  for 
thirty-three  years.  Although  they  are  now  in  America,  their  hearts  are 
in  Shansi.  They  are  now  telling  the  story  of  missions  in  China  among 
the  churches. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Daryl  Parker  are  home  on  furlough  at  present.  While 
waiting  and  hoping  to  return  to  China,  they  are  taking  extended  medical 
work.    They  have  also  been  in  many  of  the  homeland  churches. 

On  pages  5  and  6  of  your  Prayer  Calendar,  find  the  request  for  prayer 
in  their  behalf.  Many  items  of  information  about  their  lives  and  con- 
cerning their  work  are  given  in  those  short  paragraphs. 
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small  homes.  Sometimes  we  came  to  places  where  the 
path  was  paved  with  slabs  of  stones. 

At  the  highest  point  was  a  stone  shrine  in  which  were 
the  images  of  several  gods.  As  we  went  forward  we 
went  down  a  slight  decline  and  soon  found  that  we  were 
on  the  rocky  river  bed  again.  We  now  passed  some 
houses  which  were  built  against  the  bank.  The  three 
sides  of  the  houses  were  made  of  rocks  and  the  roofs 
were  made  from  slabs  of  slate. 

Here  the  mountain  formations  were  very  pretty. 
There  were  large  crags  which  resembled  elephants. 
Some  were  large  and  pointed.  Sometimes  we  counted 
as  high  as  five  or  seven  tiers  of  mountains  looming  in 
the  distance  ahead  of  us.  With  great  white  clouds  hang- 
ing over  them,  they  were  pretty  in  the  gray  mist  of 
morning,  in  the  dark-blue  brilliance  of  midday,  in  the 
purple  haze  of  afternoon  and  the  rosy  glow  of  the  even- 
ing sunset. 

The  birds  enjoyed  this  haven  where  people  seldom 
disturbed  them.  The  various  kinds  of  jays  were  very 
noisy  as  they  quarreled  among  themselves  in  the  trees. 
The  bright  orange  of  the  swallows  added  gaiety  as  they 
flitted  back  and  forth.  Pheasants  could  often  be  seen  or 
heard  in  the  tall  weeds  or  grasses.  The  cranes,  sand- 
pipers and  storks  had  little  competition  as  they  hunted 
the  fish  along  the  riverbottom.  The  chatter  and  song 
of  these  feathered  friends  added  much  enjoyment  to  our 
travel. 

That  evening  we  came  to  a  small  village  where  a 
small  stream  of  fresh  water  was  running  beside  the 
road.  Everyone  seemed  very  busy  and  did  not  care  to 
be  bothered  with  strangers  that  night.  It  was  their 
harvest-moon  festival.  Everyone  had  "pienshihs"  or 
meat-vegetable  dumplings  or  steamed  bread  made  for 
their  households  and  it  was  too  late  to  make  more  for 
travelers.  But  after  taking  a  long  time  for  deliberation, 
one  woman  decided  to  take  us  in.  Her  husband  was 
away  from  home  and  it  was  hard  for  her  to  take  upon 
herself  such  a  great  responsibility.  She  had  no  room 
for  us  inside.  But  she  said  we  could  sleep  in  a  part  of 
the  stable  where  they  stored  grass  for  the  animals.  It 
had  a  large  opening  but  no  doors.  We  spread  our  bed- 
ding on  the  ground.  She  had  some  dried  weeds  for  the 
animals,  but  she  could  not  let  us  sleep  on  it.  She  said 
that  animals  would  not  eat  it  after  someone  had  slept 
on  it. 

As  we  were  sitting  out  in  the  courtyard  in  the  bright 
moonlight,  the  woman  brought  a  small  table  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  yard.  On  the  table  she  placed  a  bowl  of  fruit, 
grain  and  some  vegetables.  Then  she  lit  three  sticks  of 
incense,  and  as  she  placed  them  on  the  table  she  made 
a  very  low  bow.  These  were  her  expression  of  thanks 
for  their  summer  harvest. 

We  had  to  cross  the  street  to  go  to  a  food  shop.  We 
had  "lao-ping"  or  a  large  flat  cake  made  of  flour  and 
fried  on  a  round  iron  plate,  using  vegetable  oil  for  the 
fat.  We  also  had  fried  potatoes  and  beans  and  the  bean 
broth  for  soup. 

If  you  could  see  the  high  packs  which  the  Chinese 
people  put  on  the  mule's  back,  you  would  not  wonder 
that  we  Americans  always  try  to  find  a  high  stone  pile 
from  which  to  mount  the  animal.  Mrs.  H.  said  that  she 
always  puts  the  wrong  foot  first  and  so  falls  onto  the 
animal.  This  pack  fits  on  a  frame  which  is  tied 
on  the  animal's  back.  If  the  mule  slips  or  moves  out 
from  under  his  pack  just  right,  the  rider  will  find  her- 


self in  a  precarious  position.  Once  that  very  thing  hap- 
pened to  my  friend!  Often  when  the  mule  slips  with 
his  forefoot,  the  rider  lands  on  the  donkey's  neck.  Often 
quick  decisions  must  be  made  whether  you  can  stay  or 
whether  you  can  manage  to  get  off. 

On  the  last  night,  the  court  in  which  we  decided  to 
stay  was  too  small  to  accommodate  such  a  large  group 
of  people  so  we  had  to  sleep  on  the  roof.  The  court  was 
soon  so  crowded  with  curious  onlookers  that  we  climbed 
onto  the  roof  to  rest.  Some  former  acquaintances  and 
pupils  came  to  visit  with  us  and  the  hundred  or  more 
curious  people  also  ascended  the  ladder  to  see  and  hear 
all  they  could.  The  roof  was  badly  crowded  and  the 
people  pushed  each  other  to  get  a  little  closer.  We  al- 
most held  our  breath  for  we  expected  several  to  go 
over  the  edge.  No  amount  of  persuasion  would  induce 
them  to  leave,  so  a  couple  of  us  went  down  and  after 
some  time  the  roof  was  cleared. 

Our  journey  was  almost  ended  and  we  were  getting 
close  to  Liao  now.  We  were  about  four  thousand  feet 
above  sea  level  and  the  air  was  very  chilly.  We  put  on 
all  the  clothes  we  could  and  wrapped  about  us  all  the 
things  which  would  help  to  keep  us  warm.  When  I 
went  to  bed,  I  rolled  up  in  my  woolen  blanket,  put  my 
feet  in  my  bedding  bag  and  threw  my  raincoat  over  me. 
Everyone  was  cold.  Every  time  I  was  awake,  I  would 
hear  someone  trying  to  pull  covers  farther  up  or  rolling 
over  to  get  warm.  The  most  alarming  thing  was  that 
when  anyone  rolled  over,  the  whole  house  shook!  I 
was  afraid  that  it  might  fall  down.  However,  I  figured 
that  if  the  roof  could  hold  the  great  crowd  that  was  on 
it  in  the  evening,  it  would  not  go  down  with  us. 

As  we  got  up  and  tried  to  dress  and  do  our  packing 
the  next  morning,  our  teeth  chattered  and  we  shivered 
with  cold.  The  beauty  and  color  of  the  sunrise  helped 
our  spirits  to  warm  up  a  little.  As  we  traveled  up  the 
ravines  that  day,  I  kept  my  sweater  on  and  yet  often 
shivered  with  cold.  The  road  was  still  rather  rocky. 
Now  we  saw  houses  made  from  loess  clay,  which  gave 
them  a  tan  color.  The  crops  were  better  and  there  was 
more  transportation.  Donkeys  loaded  with  coal  or  grain, 
and  driven  by  their  masters,  would  pass  us  in  strings  of 
five  and  ten.  The  people  call  this  a  "big  road"  but  really 
it  is  as  narrow  as  any  path  could  be.  Their  idea  is  that 
it  has  a  lot  of  travel. 

We  crossed  another  pass  which  commanded  a  pano- 
rama of  beauty.  We  were  in  Liao  County  now.  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  mission  is  responsible  for  the 
evangelization  of  this  county.  Here  one  could  see  the 
"smoke  of  thousands  of  villages"  which  had  not  been 
touched. 

As  we  came  up  the  valley,  a  large  mountain  was 
pointed  out  to  me.  It  was  the  same  one  I  had  looked  at 
so  often  from  my  home.  When  the  evening  sun  shone 
on  it,  it  had  looked  like  a  large  ship  to  me,  and  now  I 
could  see  the  other  side  of  it.  As  we  were  crossing  the 
river  on  stones,  several  turned  and  I  slipped  into  the 
water.  Then  I  waded  across  as  I  had  seen  so  many  do 
when  their  shoes  were  wet. 

When  we  were  within  eleven  "li"  (three  miles)  of  our 
homes,  we  secured  several  men  and  a  donkey  to  carry 
our  baggage  the  rest  of  the  way.  It  was  getting  late  and 
we  hurried  to  reach  home  before  dark.  We  had  to 
cross  the  river  again.  This  time  it  was  necessary  that 
several  of  us  should  be  carried  across  so  I  had  my  first 
crossing  on  a  man's  back. 
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Our  home  folks  had  waited  several  weeks  for  us. 
Every  day  they  had  hoped  we  would  come,  but  even  so 
they  had  not  expected  us  to  come  walking  up  the  river 
bed.  It  was  a  happy  welcome  we  received  for  some 
friends  had  recognized  us  at  a  distance  and  were  down 
by  the  river-gate  to  welcome  us. 

We  were  thankful  beyond  words  for  the  warmth  of 
the.  fire,  for  a  good  meal  and  for  a  real  bed  with  plenty 
of  warm  covers.  Our  hearts  overflowed  with  gratitude 
for  the  safe  journey  we  had  had. 

Liao  Chou,  China. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

Chairman  Norman  H.  Davis  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  announces  that  relief  expenditures  to  all  nations 
totaled  $35,015,599  as  of  May  1,  almost  half  of  which 
went  to  Great  Britain.  The  balance  was  apportioned 
among  unoccupied  France,  Finland,  central  Poland,  Chi- 
na, Spain,  Greece  and  Yugoslavia  until  they  were  over- 
run by  the  Nazis.  Principal  items  were  3,864,317  gar- 
ments and  20,125,073  surgical  dressings  turned  out  by 
nearly  1,000,000  women  volunteers,  with  a  value  of  $10,- 
377,849.  The  organization  itself  has  furnished  $18,517,- 
351  of  the  total  out  of  a  $22,000,000  war-relief  fund  sub- 
scribed by  the  public,  and  the  government  has  con- 
tributed $16,498,248  out  of  a  congressional  appropriation 
of  $50,000,000.  Here  at  home  the  Red  Cross  has  ex- 
tended a  merciful  hand  to  166,000  victims  of  122  disas- 
ters in  39  states  during  the  past  year  at  a  total  expense 
of  $1,300,000. 

After  the  Present  Defense  Program,  What?  Many 
rural  people  are  wondering  if  the  word  "defense"  will 
be  big  enough  to  protect  them  when  the  present  crisis 
is  over.  What  will  happen  when  the  poisonous  conse- 
quences of  war  and  threats  of  war — in  the  form  of  in- 
creased taxes,  crime,  and  spiritual  chaos — spread  over 
the  land?  Recently  several  hundred  farmer  committee- 
men met  in  New  York  City  as  representative  of  the 
AAA.  program  in  the  northeastern  states.  It  was  rath- 
er clearly  demonstrated  by  the  economists  present  that 
farmers  have  borne  an  undue  share  of  the  cost  of  past 
wars.  This  meeting  was  especially  concerned  with  the 
problems  of  readjustment  that  must  come  after  the  pres- 
ent effort  is  over.  One  reporter  of  this  farmer  meeting 
asks  the  following  questions:  "After  we  have  spent  the 
necessary  five  billions,  ten  billions,  a  year — probably 
thirty-five  billions  in  the  next  three  years — after  we 
have  spent  these  huge  sums,  how  shall  we  return  to 
normal  conditions  again?  What  will  happen  when  the 
expenditures  taper  off?  Will  depression  and  unemploy- 
ment overwhelm  us  again?  Will  the  factories  then 
close,  and  will  the  farms,  which  from  their  nature  can- 
not shut  up,  be  left  to  bear  the  brunt  of  feeding  the 
multitudes  on  relief?  Or  can  we,  in  some  way,  teach 
the  nation  as  a  whole  that  employment,  the  continuity 
of  production,  is  essential  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war? 
Can  we  shift  over  to  a  peacetime  economy  without  stop- 
ping the  wheels  of  industry?  Can  we  work  to  supply 
the  constructive  needs  of  peace  with  as  much  de- 
termination as  we  now  bring  to  the  task  of  turning  out 
tanks  and  bombers  and  machine  guns?  Can  we  con- 
sider that  not  to  turn  on  the  faucets  of  constructive  pro- 
duction when  the  time  comes  to  turn  off  the  faucets  of 
destructive  production  would  be  an  unpatriotic  act?" 


Where  do  the  conscientious  objectors  live?  Ohio  has 
the  most,  with  201,  followed  by  Indiana  with  110,  Penn- 
sylvania with  109,  Illinois  with  83,  California  74  and 
Kansas  65.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  they  are  found 
in  larger  numbers  in  states  having  the  most  Brethren, 
Mennonites  and  Quakers.  However,  New  York  has  58, 
with  34  in  New  York  City.  But  New  York  has  about 
one  twelfth  of  the  population  of  the  U.S.A.  With  a  few 
notable  exceptions  the  middle  states  have  the  most  con- 
scientious objectors.  This  is  in  harmony  with  sectional 
trends  in  relation  to  further  involvement  in  the  Euro- 
pean conflict. 

Scallergood  Hostel — would  you  like  to  know  how  it 
began?  Back  in  1890  before  the  building  was  entirely 
completed  Scattergood  Boarding  School  began;  at  least 
we  suppose  it  was  called  Scattergood  at  that  time. 
There  was  a  large  enrollment  of  students.  The  board- 
ing school  continued  to  operate  till  the  spring  of  1931, 
when,  like  many  another  noble  institution,  it  was 
forced  by  changing  conditions  in  both  the  educational 
and  economic  standards  of  our  country  to  discontinue. 
From  1931  till  1939  Scattergood  was  a  rather  quiet 
place.  But  to  the  young  Friends  of  Iowa  is  due  most  of 
the  credit  for  the  suggestion  that  the  plant  be  used  as 
a  refugee  hostel.  And  how  could  an  institution  scatter 
more  good  than  by  becoming  a  haven  and  a  prepara- 
tory place  for  new  life  in  a  new  world.  In  this  our  first 
bulletin  from  Scattergood  we  were  pleased  to  see  the 
names  of  twenty-two  Scattergoodites  who  are  now 
located  in  places  of  useful  employment.  The  following 
places  are  mentioned:  Omaha,  Nebr.;  Moline,  111.;  Cum- 
berland, Md.;  New  York  City;  Chicago,  111.;  Detroit, 
Mich.;  Silvis,  111.;  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.  Only  God  can  know  what  these  hostels  mean  in 
the  sum  total  of  their  contribution  to  these  who  have 
been  forced  to  flee  their  native  Europe,  often  leaving 
their  possessions,  friends,  loved  ones  and  their  work  be- 
hind. A  new  start  in  a  new  world  is  the  purpose  of 
Scattergood.  We  are  glad  that  Esther  Smith  can  repre- 
sent us  there. 

Ten  Proposals  for  Lasting  Peace,  issued  in  Britain  by 
the  highest  authorities  of  the  Anglican,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Free  churches. 

1.  The  right  to  life  and  independence  of  all  nations, 
large,  small,  strong  or  weak,  must  be  safeguarded. 

2.  Disarmament  must  be  mutually  accepted,  organic 
and  progressive,  both  in  letter  and  spirit. 

3.  International  institutions  must  be  created  or  recast 
to  insure  the  loyal  and  faithful  execution  of  interna- 
tional agreements. 

4.  Real  needs  and  just  demands  of  nations  and  peo- 
ples should  be  benevolently  examined. 

5.  A  peace  settlement  must  be  dictated  by  a  sense  of 
acute  responsibility  which  weighs  human  statutes  ac- 
cording to  the  holy,  unshakable  rules  of  divine  law. 

6.  Extreme  inequality  of  wealth  should  be  abolished. 

7.  Every  child,  regardless  of  race  or  class,  should  have 
equal  opportunities  for  education  suitable  to  its  peculiar 
capacities. 

8.  The  family  as  a  social  unit  must  be  safeguarded. 

9.  The  sense  of  a  divine  vocation  must  be  restored  to 
man's  daily  work. 

10.  Resources  of  the  earth  should  be  used  as  God's 
gifts  to  the  whole  human  race  and  used  with  due  con- 
sideration for  the  needs  of  present  and  future  genera- 
tions. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


The  Work  of  the  Christian  Ministry .  .  . 


Organization  of  General  Ministerial  Board 

Due  to  the  decision  of  Annual  Conference  last  year, 
the  time  of  H.  L.  Hartsough  on  the  General  Ministerial 
Board  expired  with  the  Conference  of  1941.  In  his  place 
was  elected  H.  F.  Richards  of  South  Bend,  Ind.  Bro. 
Richards  has  had  a  long  and  rich  pastoral  experience. 
Another  rule  was  enacted  last  year  suggesting  that  sec- 
retaries of  boards  should  not  be  members  of  General 
Boards.  Raymond  R.  Peters,  who  had  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  General  Ministerial  Board  to  represent 
the  Southeastern  Region,  was  later  selected  to  become 
director  of  Young  People's  Work.  In  his  place  on  the 
General  Ministerial  Board  was  elected  Ralph  E.  White 
of  Roanoke,  Va.  Bro.  White  has  served  in  different  re- 
gions and  churches;  this  fact  gives  him  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  brotherhood  at  large.  The  Board  met 
at  La  Verne  and  organized  as  follows: 

Chairman,  W.  H.  Yoder. 

Vice  Chairman,  M.  Clyde  Horst. 

Executive  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 
The  complete  membership  of  the  Board  is  as  follows: 

Southeastern  Region,  Ralph  E.  White,  712  Loudon 
Ave.,  N.  W.,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Eastern  Region,  M.  Clyde  Horst,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Central   Region,    H.    F.    Richards,    1523    Miami   St., 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

Central  West  Region,  W.  H.  Yoder,  R.  1,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Pacific  Region,  Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Pastoral  Year 

Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  District  and  Gen- 
eral Ministerial  Boards  to  supply  every  church  needing 
a  minister  with  adequate  pastoral  care.  Churches  need- 
ing counsel  should  contact  the  District  Ministerial  Board 
for  assistance  in  securing  a  pastor.  Likewise  ministers 
desiring  to  be  located  in  a  church  should  contact  the 
District  Ministerial  Board.  If  the  District  Ministerial 
Board  cannot  secure  a  pastor  or  a  church,  then  contact 
should  be  made  with  the  regional  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Ministerial  Board  or  the  executive  secretary  at  El- 
gin, 111.  Sept.  1  is  the  opening  date  of  the  pastoral  year. 
Ministers  generally  like  to  be  placed  by  that  time  so 
that  the  minister  and  his  family  can  be  located  by  the 
opening  of  the  public  schools.  It  is  best  to  make  the 
change  at  that  time  because  it  is  the  beginning  of  the 
church  year.  

Materials  for  Ministers  and  Church  Workers 

The  Church  at  Work  Calendar  and  other  materials 
will  be  available  very  soon  and  will  be  mailed  to  the 
pastors  and  superintendents  of  church  schools  before 
the  opening  of  the  church  year. 


Seminary  Students 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  should  be  very  grateful 
for  the  fine  group  of  young  men  who  have  been  enter- 
ing full-time  service  annually  following  their  three 
years  of  preparation  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
From  the  class  of  1941  the  following  have  been  placed 
in  the  pastorate:    James  H.  Beahm,  West  Marion  church, 


Indiana;  S.  Boyd  Dickey,  Midland  church,  Michigan; 
James  Ford,  Wiley  church,  Colorado;  Olden  D.  Mitchel, 
Manassas  church,  Virginia;  Merlin  E.  Garber,  Champaign 
church,  Illinois;  John  D.  Long,  University  Park  church, 
Maryland;  Newton  L.  Poling,  Mt.  Carmel  church,  Vir- 
ginia; Galen  B.  Ogden,  Bethel  church,  Illinois;  Walter 
M.  Young,  Lansing  church,  Michigan;  Clarence  H. 
Rosenberger,  Plum  Creek  church,  Pennsylvania;  Harry 
K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  Indianapolis  church,  Indiana. 


Our  Future  Ministry 

Many  young  men  decide  to  enter  the  Christian  min- 
istry before  they  enter  college.  Therefore,  it  is  very 
essential  for  pastors  and  laymen  to  encourage  capable 
young  men  to  choose  the  ministry  as  their  life  work  be- 
fore they  leave  for  college.  This  does  not  mean  neces- 
sarily that  the  young  man  should  be  licensed  immedi- 
ately. Often  young  men  would  accept  the  Christian 
ministry  if  they  felt  that  they  were  capable  of  meeting 
the  requirements  of  this  high  calling.  The  only  way 
they  can  know  this  is  to  be  encouraged  by  some  out- 
standing layman  and  minister.  Available  evidence  in- 
dicates that  we  are  probably  not  providing  as  many 
young  men  for  the  Christian  ministry  as  will  be  needed. 
It  demands  about  ten  years  to  prepare  a  man  after  he 
leaves  high  school  for  active  Christian  service  in  our 


"Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,   a  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth" 

(2  Tim.  2:  15). 
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larger  churches;  that  is  four  years  in  college,  three  years 
in  seminary  and  approximately  three  years  of  experi- 
ence.   

The  Ministry  in  the  Year  1941-42 

Already  heavy  strains  are  coming  due  to  the  world 
struggle.  If  a  heavier  strain  comes  due  to  actual  war, 
heavier  demands  will  come  upon  our  ministers.  It  is 
very  essential  therefore  that  we  be  prepared  for  every 
emergency.  The  minister,  in  order  to  do  his  work  ef- 
fectively, must  have  the  wholehearted  individual  sup- 
port of  the  laity.  The  best  way  to  meet  a  crisis  is  to  be 
busy  in  the  normal  program  of  the  church.  The  wor- 
ship parts  should  become  more  meaningful.  The  ser- 
mon should  be  prophetic  and  practical  for  the  hour  in 
which  it  is  delivered.  The  fellowship  should  be  greatly 
enriched.  

Special  Service 

The  Advisory  Committee  for  Conscientious  Objectors 
recommended  that  a  ministry  be  provided  for  the  mem- 

ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Mastering  Fear 
Scripture:     2  Tim.  1:7 

Sunday,  August  3 

I.  The  Problem  of  Fear. 

1.  Fear  hath  torment  (1  John  4:18b).  Who  has  not  at 
some  time  been  seized  with  paralyzing,  disabling  fear 
which  rendered  him  unfit  to  meet  common  tasks  and 
responsibilities  of  daily  life? 

2.  Stage  fright  has  ruined  many  an  effort  at  public 
speaking. 

3.  Abnormal  fear  of  pain  and  death  has  delayed  and 
jeopardized  surgical  operations. 

4.  Fear  may  lead  to  insanity  and  severe  emotional 
disorder. 

5.  Normal  fear,  however,  is  a  valuable  asset  of  human 
personality.  It  helps  one  to  be  cautious  and  avoid  dan- 
ger. 

6.  Many  people  fail  in  life  because  of  their  fear  of 
failure. 

7.  Many  devastating  fears  are  due  to  ignorance. 

II.  What  Shall  We  Do  About  Our  Fears? 

1.  Do  our  best  to  discover  the  deep-lying  causes  of 
our  fears.  To  do  this  we  may  need  the  help  of  a  friend 
or  trained  counselor  in  this  field.  Many  physicians  are 
giving  careful  attention  to  such  problems.  There  need 
be  no  hesitancy  to  seek  their  aid. 

2.  Commit  ourselves  to  a  great  cause.  A  cause  like 
making  the  kingdom  of  God  a  reality  in  our  midst  is  so 
commanding  and  so  profoundly  wortji  while  as  to  cause 
one  to  forget  himself  and  his  fears.  *  Think  of  the  mis- 
sionaries and  also  the  martyrs  of  the  church. 

3.  Develop  faith  and  trust  in  God  (Psa.  46;  Prov.  3:5, 
6;  Luke  12:32;  Eph.  3:20,  21;  Phil.  4:19).  Faith  is  the  op- 
posite of  fear  and  Jesus  says,  "Fear  not,"  that  is,  cast  it 
away. 

4.  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear  (John  4:18).  Active, 
intelligent,  good  will  to  others  causes  self-centeredness 
to  pass  and  with  it  devastating  fears  and  our  debilitat- 
ing anxieties. 

5.  Cultivate  the  Christian  grace  of  hope.  There  is 
never  any  complete  failure  in  nature.  When  crops  fail 
one  year  they  may  be  plentiful  the  next.  Enthusiasm, 
activity  and  determination  are  all  enemies  of  fear. 


bers  of  the  church  in  the  military  camps.  This  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Standing  Committee  and  Annual  Con- 
ference. The  Brethren  Service  Committee  was  author- 
ized to  arrange  for  this  pastoral  care.  Many  of  the 
churches  have  already  sent  to  the  Elgin  office  the  names 
of  the  boys  in  camp.  However,  we  have  only  about  one 
half  of  the  list.  Therefore,  we  suggest  that  every 
church  send  in  the  names  of  the  boys  in  camps.  Also 
we  suggest  that  parents  send  the  names  of  their  boys  to 
our  office. 

Summer  Pastors 

During  the  summer  of  1941  the  following  young  men 
are  serving  as  summer  pastors  in  widely  scattered  areas 
of  the  brotherhood: 

Albright,  Lyle  C,  Kingsley,  N.  Iowa,  Minn,  and  S.  Dak.;  Bral- 
lier,  Virgil,  Pleasant  Plains,  Oklahoma;  'Bowman,  Ralph,  Burks 
Fork,  Southern  Virginia;  Burger,  Richard,  English  River,  South- 
ern  Iowa;  'Dadisman,  Elmer  L.,  Flint,  Michigan;  Detrick,  John.. 
Glade  Park,  Colorado;  *Dick,  Jacob  Trostle,  Panther  Creek, 
Southern  Illinois;  'Ensign,  David,  Bethel,  Oklahoma;  'Flory, 
Wendell,  Topeco,  Southern  Virginia;  Gahm,  William,  Council: 
Bluffs,  Southern  Iowa;  'Grimley,  John  B.,  District  Work,  Sec- 
ond West  Virginia;  *Groff,  Forrest,  Albany,  Oregon;  'Hersch- 
Paul  S.,  White  Rapids,  N.  111.  and  Wis.;  'Holderread,  Andrew, 
Sunnyside,  Washington;  Hoover,  Robert  D.,  Area  around  Hope- 
well, Eastern  Virginia;  "Keller,  Stanley  G.,  Pleasant  Valley, 
North  Dakota;  'Kiracofe,  Homer,  Sugar  Ridge,  Michigan;  Klotz, 
Lyle  M.,  Sheldon,  N.  Iowa.,  Minn.,  and  S.  Dak.;  *Lewallen,  Wil- 
burn,  Zion,  North  Dakota;  Lichty,  D.  Eugene,  Willow  Creek, 
N.  Iowa,  Minn,  and  S.  Dak;  *Miller,  Elvert  F.,  Damascus  and 
Crab  Run,  Northern  Virginia;  'Miller,  Harold,  Northern  Indi- 
ana; Nettleton,  Chas.,  Slifer,  N.  Iowa,  Minn.,  and  S.  Dak.;  *Noff- 
singer,  Ross  L.,  Portland,  Middle  Indiana;  Parris,  Wayne,  Thom- 
as, Oklahoma;  *Petry,  Edgar  G.,  Cedar  Grove,  Southern  Ohio; 
Reeves,  Harry,  Bethel,  Colorado;  Replogle,  Jacob  F.,  Pipe 
Creek,  Eastern  Maryland;  'Ringgold,  Carroll  S.,  Lower  Lost 
River,  Northern  Virginia;  Rogers,  Meredith,  Lewiston,  N.  Iowa, 
Minn.,  and  S.  Dak.;  'Schechter,  David  O.,  Battle  Creek,  Mich- 
igan; 'Shenefelt,  Francis,  Salem,  Southern  Iowa;  'Shrider,  Paul 
F.,  Woodworth,  Northeastern  Ohio;  "Snider,  Donald  M.,  Johns- 
town, Walnut  Grove,  Western  Pennsylvania;  *Shull,  Ernest  M., 
Glady,  Second  West  Virginia;  Walker,  Ernest,  Cedar  Run, 
Northern  Virginia;  'Weaver,  L.  John,  South  Fork,  Northern 
Virginia;  'Weimer,  Virgil,  Woodland,  Southern  Illinois;  'Whit- 
more,  A.  L.,  West  Wichita,  Southwestern  Kansas;  'Willoughby, 
Wm.,  Ames,  Oklahoma;  'Yoder,  Carl  E.,  Kenmare,  North  Da- 
kota. 

'Designates  summer  pastor  is  serving  under  the  Student 
Service  plan  for  the  summer. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


One  Young  (?)  Preacher's  Schedule 

The  free  ministry  is  usually  quite  expensive  to  the 
minister.  We  have  always  had  great  admiration  for 
strong  men  who  grow  to  manhood,  make  an  outstanding 
success  in  farming  or  some  other  business  and  still  find 
time  to  be  leaders  in  community  projects,  build  or 
maintain  successful  churches,  and  win  the  respect  of 
citizens  in  their  own  and  adjoining  counties.  All  proph- 
ets are  "not  without  honor  save  in  their  own  country." 

Many  communities  are  what  they  are  today  because 
some  men  were  born,  lived  and  served  for  many  years 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  Many  men  could  be  named 
in  this  connection.  We  think  for  instance  of  Elder  S. 
H.  Garst  of  Blountville,  Tenn.  How  is  this  for  a  sched- 
ule for  a  minister  who  is  a  clerk  connected  with  a  coun- 
ty court,  manager  of  a  farm,  elder  and  pastor  of  a  sub- 
stantial rural  church  and  secretary  of  a  county  Sunday- 
school  convention.  This  is  his  regular  schedule.  In  ad- 
dition, in  a  month's  time,  he  has  held  two  revivals, 
spoken  at  two  high  school  commencements  and  driven 
many  miles — we  would  guess  at  least  3,000. 

This  may  be  what  some  call  "the  free  ministry,"  but 
it  is  very  expensive  in  time  and  energy  to  the  one  who 
does  it.     But  we  can't  think  of  a  finer  reward  in  inner 
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happiness  than  that  which  must  come  to  a  man  who 
gives  this  type  of  service  and  still  pays  his  own  way  to 
a  very  great  degree  and  in  many  cases  almost  entirely. 
A  very  interesting  book,  or  at  least  a  good  thesis,  is 
waiting  to  be  written  on  The  Free  Ministry  and  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Elgin,  111.  Merlin  Shull. 


Northeastern  Ohio  Men's  Work 

The  following  is  a  report  of  men's  work  in  subdis- 
trict  number  three,  Northeastern  Ohio,  from  July  1940 
to  July  1941. 

We  held  sixteen  meetings  this  past  year  with  an  av- 
erage attendance  of  103.  The  smallest  attendance  at 
any  meeting  was  sixty-two,  the  largest  attendance,  172. 

At  the  sixteen  men's  meetings  we  had  an  average  of 
eight  churches  represented. 

Eleven  of  the  fifteen  churches  in  the  subdistrict  held 
revival  meetings  during  the  year.  At  all  these  meetings 
our  men  furnished  special  choruses  or  male  quartets. 

We  held  three  musical  programs  made  up  of  quartets, 
solos,  choruses,  duets  and  other  arrangements. 

Some  of  the  subjects  we  discussed  were:  Relations  of 
Father  and  Son  (a  father  and  son  meeting) ;  Our  Role  in 
the  Present  Crisis;  Studies  in  the  Doctrine  of  Peace; 
What  Our  Men  Can  Do  in  the  Local  Churches  for  Mis- 
sions; Possibility  of  Men's  Work  Organizations  in  Local 
Churches;  Brethren  Meeting  a  World  Crisis;  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  Its  Peace  Position;  The  Visitation 
Evangelistic  Campaign;  Rehabilitation  and  Peace  Edu- 
cation; Modern  Influences  Toward  War;  Modern  Influ- 
ences Toward  Peace;  Alternative  Service;  What  the 
Government  Is  Providing  for  Us. 

Our  subdistrict  has  raised  our  $125  apportionment 
for  Camp  Zion,  ten  per  cent  of  which  goes  for  missions, 
relief  or  camps.  We  also  turned  over  $15  to  our  national 
organization,  and  approved  $25  to  our  Northeastern  Ohio 
district  treasurer.  Most  of  the  churches  in  our  sub- 
district  also  have  been  working  on  their  ten  cents  per 
month  per  man  project  for  Northeastern  Ohio. 

We  want  to  thank  all  you  men  of  the  subdistrict  for 
your  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  during  the  year.  Men, 
let  us  make  our  next  year,  1941  and  1942,  a  year  long  to 
be  remembered  for  our  loyalty  and  co-operation  with 
our  district  and  our  brotherhood. 


Canton,  Ohio. 


John  W.  Meyers, 
Subdistrict  President. 


Emmet  C.  Haines 


The  church  here  is  poorer  because  of  the  passing  of  another 
one  of  our  dependable  church  workers.  Emmet  C.  Haines  was 
born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Indiana,  on  Jan.  1,  1883.  He  was 
the   only   child  of  Joseph   and  Etta  Matson   Haines. 

During  a  revival  at  the  South  Whitley,  Indiana,  Mission  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  George  Mishler,  he  accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior 
and  Lord  and  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  At  a 
business  meeting  later  in  the  same  year,  the  church  called 
Emmet  and  his  wife  to  the  office  of  deacon,  an  office  which  he 
filled   with    good    judgment. 

He  made  choice  of  Miss  Sadie  Myers  for  his  life  companion 
and  they  were  united  in  marriage  on  the  first  of  March,  1902, 
near  South  Whitley,  and  to  this  union  a  daughter  came  to  bring 
pleasure  to  the  home. 

It  was  in  November,  1920,  that  the  family  moved  to  Glendora, 
Calif.,  and  established  membership  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  this  place.  Emmet  was  always  interested  in  the 
program  of  the  church  and  his  pew  in  the  services  of  the  church 
was  seldom  vacant.  He  was  also  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munity, and  worked  constantly  for  better  conditions.  He  was 
fondly  attached  to  his  family  and  made  every  provision  pos- 
sible for  their  comfort. 


His  father  and  mother  preceded  him  in  death,  while  he  left 
to  mourn  their  loss  his  devoted  wife,  his  daughter — Mrs.  Lester 
Huber,  two  grandchildren — Ray  and  Doris  Huber. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  at  the  Brethren  church  by  the 
pastor,  J.  W.  Lear,  assisted  by  H.  Melvin  Brubaker,  a  former 
pastor.  Interment  was  in  the  beautiful  Oakdale  cemetery  near 
Glendora. 

The  following  poem,  written  by  the  author  of  this  sketch,  was 
appreciated    by    the   family. 

Out  Passing  Friends 

The  passing  from  this  world  is  known  as  death. 

To  speak  the  word  tends  to  disturb  the  mind. 
But  death  to  those  who  know  and  trust  the  Lord, 
Whose   lives   were   guided   by   his   precious   Word, 

A  new  communion  find. 

To  die  in  Christ  is  but  to  live  and  reign 

A  sweeter  life  than  on   this  earth  obtains; 
For  he,  who  made  the  lame  to  walk,  the  blind  to  see, 
Said,   "Verily  whosoe'er  believes   and   trusts   in  me 

A  rich  communion  gains." 

Yes,  death  is  moving  from  this  mortal  house, 

And   taking  on   immortal  splendor  rare; 
For  in  the  atmosphere  of  heaven's  glorious  light. 
The   halo  of   the   saints    increasingly   grows   bright 
With  bliss,  beyond  compare. 

To  be  unclothed  is  not  life's  greatest  joy, 

For   separation   oft   is   filled  with  pain   and   tears. 
But  we  are  willing,  in   the  Father's  will  and  time, 
To  say  farewell  to  friends  and  in  that  heavenly  clime 
Enjoy  the  endless  years. 

The   love   of  Christ  constraineth   us   to   pass 

Beyond   the  veil   that   separates   us   from   the   best. 
We  know  our  Master's  mansion  promises   are  sure, 
And  our  reward  of  glorious   fellowship  secure, 
And  so,  we  go  to  rest. 

Glendora,   Calif. 


John  W.   Lear. 


Bowman  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary- 
Jacob  Oscar  Bowman  and  Ida  Bell  Rinehart  were  married  near 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  May  2,  1891.  They  lived  in  that  community 
until  1901  when  they  moved  to  North  Dakota  where  they  home- 
steaded,  the  nearest  town,  Cando,  being  twenty  miles.  Here  on 
the  frontier  prairies  they  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  still  living.     All  of  them  live  within  a  radius  of 


about  ten  miles.  In  1910  they  moved  with  their  family  to  Em- 
pire, Calif.,  where  they  have  since  resided. 

They  celebrated  their  fiftieth  anniversary  on  May  4,  1941,  with 
a  dinner  at  noon  for  over  one  hundred  relatives  and  friends  and 
with  as  many  more  calling  at  the  open  house  during  the  after- 
noon. The  family  were  all  seated  around  one  table  for  the  din- 
ner, the  first  time  they  had  been  seated  as  a  family  for  nearly 
thirty  years. 

They  have  fifteen  grandchildren  and  three  great-grandchil- 
dren. They  received  many  gifts,  cards,  flowers  and  congratula- 
tions from  their  many  friends  and  neighbors. 


Empire,  Calif. 


Grace  Bowman  Reager. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Swallow-Reisle. — Rolland  Swallow  and  Elva  Reiste,  both  of 
Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  June  8,  1941,  at  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Dallas  Center,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  D.  Fleishman,  Dal- 
las  Center,   Iowa. 

Taylor-Greisinger. — Oren  Taylor  and  Mary  J.  Greisinger,  both 
of  Warsaw,  at  the  groom's  home,  June  21,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— R.   C.  Wenger,   N.   Manchester,   Ind. 


Benneil-Hohmann. — By  the  undersigned,  March  4,  1941,  in 
Walta,  James  Bennett  of  Perryton,  Texas,  and  Sister  Ernestine 
Hohmann  of  Waka,  Texas. — Dan  L.  Blickenstaff,  Waka,  Texas. 

Beslon-Boyd. — Dale  Beston  of  Girard  and  Margaret  Ann  Boyd 
of  Virden,  in  the  Virden  church,  June  28,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— E.   F.   Caslow,   Virden,   111. 

Brubaker-Brown. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home,  May  11, 
1941,  Lee  Brubaker  of  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Ruth  Marie 
Brown   of  Akron,  Ind. — A.  M.   Stine,  N.   Manchester,  Ind. 

Bmbaker-Rhineharl. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home,  Feb.  3, 
1941,  J.  D.  Brubaker  and  Donabelle  Rhinehart,  both  of  N.  Man- 
chester, Ind. — A.  M.  Stine,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Burkhari-Shorb. — James  Burkhart  of  Mishawaka  and  Gene- 
vieve Shorb  of  South  Bend  in  the  Second  South  Bend  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  June  21,  1941.— Edward  Stump,  North  Liberty, 
Ind. 

Burkholder-Meyers. — Leonard  Burkholder  and  Jane  Meyers, 
both  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  church  at  Mans- 
field, June  15,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
Herman  L.  Gilbert. — Roland  L.  Showalter,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Craighead-Woods. — By  the  undersigned,  John  Sidney  Craig- 
head and  Rena  Ann  Woods,  both  of  Copper  Hill,  Va.,  at  Airpoint, 
Va.,  June  19,  1941. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Davidson-Brubaker. — Dale  Davidson  and  Naomi  Brubaker, 
both  of  Virden,  in  the  Virden  church,  May  4,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— E.    F.    Caslow,   Virden,    111. 

Fox-Hamsher. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Parsons,  Kans.,  May  11,  1941,  Gene  Fox  of  Larned, 
Kans.,  and  Ethel  Hamsher  of  Parsons,  Kans. — Ralph  M.  Hodgden, 
Topeka,    Kans. 

Hodgden-Leslie. — Merle  Ray  Hodgden  and  Frances  Leslie,  both 
of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  May  31,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  pastor. — 
Irvin   V.   Enos,   Kansas  City,   Mo. 

Hoover-Stump. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Waka  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Texas,  Brother  S.  G.  Hoover  of  Plattsburg,  Mo., 
and  Sister  Ruth  Stump  of  Perryton,  Texas. — Dan  L.  Blicken- 
staff, Waka,   Texas. 

Homer-Miller. — By  the  undersigned  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  Milo  Wicks  Horner  of  Paradise,  Calif.,  and  Ruth  Mary 
Elizabeth  Miller  of  Carleton,  Nebr. — W.  A.  Kinzie,  Morrill,  Kans. 

Mollenhour-Brown. — Max  Mollenhour  and  Mary  Helen  Brown, 
both  of  Warsaw,  Ind.,  at  the  parsonage,  Feb.  1,  1941,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— R.  C.  Wenger,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Moore-Wolfe. — Wesley  Moore  of  Albion,  Mich.,  and  Sister  Ruby 
Wolfe  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  near  N.  Manchester, 
Ind.,  May  3,  1941.— A.  M.  Stine,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Pricketl-Eisenbise. — In  the  La  Verne  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
May  18,  1941,  Robert  Milton  Prickett  of  Wells,  British  Colum- 
bia, and  Donna  Grace  Eisenbise  of  Fresno,  Calif.,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Forest    S.    Eisenbise,    Fresno,    Calif. 

Quine-Taylor. — Donald  LeRoy  Quine  and  Fern  Taylor,  both  of 
Warsaw,  Ind.,  at  the  bride's  home,  June  21,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— R.    C.    Wenger,   N.    Manchester,    Ind. 

Rowan- Yankovich. — Alton  Rowan  and  Eva  Marie  Yankovich, 
both  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  in  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Mansfield,  May  29,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — Roland  L.  Sho- 
walter,  Mansfield,   Ohio. 

Sarafian-Manoogian. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Reedley 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  11,  1941,  Armen  K.  Sarafian  of  La 
Verne  and  Doris  Rosanna  Manoogian  of  Reedley,  Calif. — C.  Er- 
nest Davis,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Scanllen-Weaver. — At  his  home,  and  by  the  undersigned,  on 
June  8,  1941,  Robert  Eugene  Scantlen,  Osceola,  Ind.,  and  Thelma 
Marie  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Ind. — Ervin  Weaver,  North  Lib- 
erty,  Ind. 

Shimer-Myer. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents,  June  29,  1941,  Clarence  Carl  Shimer  of  Chowchilla  and 
Miriam  Esther  Myer  of  La  Verne,  Calif. — C.  Ernest  Davis,  La 
Verne,   Calif. 

Shulaw-Boecher. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home,  June  18, 
1941,  Bro.  Willard  Shulaw  of  LaFayette,  Ohio,  and  Miss  Anna 
Margaret  Boecher  of  Round  Head,  Ohio. — J.  L.  Guthrie,  LaFay- 
ette, Ohio. 

Smith-Miller.— By  the  undersigned,  June  15,  1941,  C.  B.  Smith 
and  Lera  W.  Miller  of  Bridgewater,  Va. — C.  E.  Long,  Grottoes 
Va. 

Sullivan-Harclerode.— By  the  undersigned  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  Joseph  E.  Sullivan  of  War- 
ren, Ohio,  and  June  Harclerode  of  Leavittsburg,  Ohio. — A.  H. 
Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Bolinger,  Phares  B.,  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  March 
13,  1863,  and  passed  away  at  his  home  on  June  23,  1941.  He  was 
the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Boyer  Bolinger.  On  July  19, 
1893,  he  was  married  to  Orilla  Bolinger,  who  survives  with  two 
daughters  and  one  son,  one  brother,  eleven  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild.  Mr.  Bolinger  was  a  groceryman  for  many- 
years,  afterwards  moving  on  a  farm  in  Whitley  County  where 
he  resided  until  death.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  He  had  a  deep  interest  in  the  spiritual  wel- 
fare of  his  family  and  the  progress  of  the  church.  His  children 
are  all  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  conducted  by  Elders 
L.  U.  Kreider  and  Leo  H.  Miller  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.  Burial 
was  in  the  Eberhard  cemetery. — L.  U.  Kreider,  Columbia  City, 
Ind. 

Bollinger,  Catherine,  was  born  to  Eder  Gideon  and  Lydia 
Bowser  Bollinger  near  Lodi,  Ohio,  on  Dec.  23,  1864,  and  passed 
away  at  her  home  in  Redondo  Beach,  Calif.,  on  May  30,  1941. 
She  belonged  to  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom 
survive  her.  The  family  moved  from  Lodi,  Ohio,  to  Center 
View,  Mo.,  and  on  to  California  in  1888,  where  she  had  since 
resided  except  for  seven  years  spent  in  Idaho.  She  united  with 
the  church  when  fifteen  years  of  age  and  had  been  faithful  in 
church  services,  working  in  several  organizations.  She  helped 
in  the  erection  of  our  parsonage  at  Hermosa  Beach  by  giving 
time,  money  and  labor.  She  found  many  ways  in  which  to  serve 
her  church  and  community,  and  she  will  be  missed.  The  fu- 
neral was  conducted  in  the  Allen  funeral  home  in  Redondo 
Beach  by  Pastor  G.  K.  Walker  of  the  Hermosa  Beach  church, 
assisted  by  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Walker,  Jr.,  of  the  Redondo  Baptist 
church.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Inglewood  Park  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,   Hermosa  Beach,   Calif. 

Brieninger,  John  Franklin,  passed  away  on  May  26,  1941,  at 
the  Lewistown  hospital,  where  he  had  been  admitted  the  day 
before.  He  had  been  ill  at  his  home  in  Lewistown,  Pa.,  for 
eight  months  before  his  death.  He  was  born  near  Middleburg, 
Pa.,  on  June  24,  1873.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  farming  and 
he  later  became  a  builder,  which  occupation  he  followed  until 
his  health  failed.  Among  those  who  mourn  his  passing  are  his 
wife,  Sarah  Swigart  Brieninger,  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  He 
was  devoted  to  his  church  and  all  phases  of  the  Lord's  work.  He 
served  as  a  deacon  for  thirty-six  years,  also  as  church  treas- 
urer and  as  a  trustee.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  church 
and  in  the  community.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  on 
May  30  at  the  Fretz  funeral  home  with  burial  in  the  Spring  Run 
cemetery  near  McVeytown. — O.   O.   Brumbaugh,   Lewistown,   Pa. 

Carter,  C.  F.,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1870,  and  died  April  28,  1941. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  seven  years. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  his  loss,  his  wife,  ten  children,  forty-seven 
grandchildren,  and  twenty-seven  great-grandchildren. — Mrs.  Paul 
Reed,    Kerns,    Va. 

Clark,  Launa,  died  in  Staunton  on  Jan.  24,  1941.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  on  Jan.  26  by  our  pastor,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Broughman,  assisted  by  Bro.  O.  L.  Bryan  in  the  Mount  Joy 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Mrs.  Clark  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  church  for  several  years  until  her  health  would  not  permit 
her  to  attend.  She  left  several  brothers  and  sisters  and  also  her 
children  to  mourn  her  departure.  She  was  buried  in  the  near- 
by cemetery. — Mrs.  Alvin  Walker,  Buchanan,  Va. 

Dilling,  Irvin  C,  son  of  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  Dilling,  was 
born  near  Curryville,  Pa.,  June  7,  1877,  and  died  June  7,  1941, 
at  his  home  in  McKeesport,  Pa.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who 
was  Barbara  Ellen  Treese.  Both  were  consecrated  members  of 
the  church  since  early  in  life.  Their  home  was  one  of  Brethren 
hospitality.  In  addition  to  his  wife,  two  sisters  survive  him. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  home  on  June  10  and 
interment  was  in  the  Grand  View  cemetery  near  McKeesport. 
Services  were  in  charge  of  his  pastor,  Bro.  W.  H.  Neff,  of  the 
Pittsburgh   church. — Mrs.   Elizabeth   Barnett,   Pittsburgh,   Pa. 

Eby,  Elias  N.,  died  suddenly  after  a  brief  illness  at  his  home 
in  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  in  his  seventieth  year.  His  wife,  the 
former  Lillie  Hottenstein,  preceded  him  in  death,  as  did  also  a 
son.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter  and  four  grandchildren. 
He  attended  church  and  Sunday  school  at  the  Brethren  church 
in  East  Petersburg.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
home  ministers  at  the  East  Petersburg  Brethren  church  with 
burial  in  the  Graybills  cemetery. — Mrs.  Emanuel  Seifert,  Landis- 
ville,  Pa. 

Flora,  Bro.  J.  Riley,  son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  Flora,  was 
born  Dec.  23,  1864,  and  died  June  14,  1941,  at  his  home  near 
Flora,  Ind.  He  had  been  ill  for  a  year  and  a  half.  In  1891  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Viola  Spitler,  who  survives  him. 
There  are  no  children.     He  also  leaves  one  brother  and  one  sis- 
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tar.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the  ministry  since  1897,  but  had 
no  charge  at  this  time.  At  times  he  preached  at  the  Bachelor 
Run  church  while  living  a  retired  life  on  his  farm.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Flora,  Ind.,  by  Bro.  Clarence  Sink,  assisted 
by  Brethren  Ray  Zook  and  Wm.  Angle.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
Maple   Lawn   cemetery. — Mrs.    Glen   Booth,   Flora,   Ind. 

Gilbert,  Franklin,  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children,  was 
born  to  Daniel  and  Susan  Gilbert,  Jan.  31,  1853,  in  Union  County, 
Pa.,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  at  Brethren, 
Mich.,  March  20,  1941.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  Pearl  City,  111.,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cath- 
arine Breymen  on  April  16,  1876.  After  fifteen  years  they  moved 
to  Arkansas  for  seven  years,  then  returned  to  Illinois.  On  April 
16,  1904,  they  moved  to  Brethren,  Mich.,  where  they  have  since 
resided.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was 
a  minister  for  almost  fifty  years.  He  had  been  in  poor  health 
for  several  years.  Besides  his  wife,  he  leaves  two  sons,  three 
daughters,  eighteen  grandchildren,  twelve  great-grandchildren 
and  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Rev.  Claud  Culp,  assisted  by  Bro.  L.  S.  Blickenstaff. 
Burial  was  in  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Ella  Keith,  Brethren, 
Mich. 

Hale,  Mary  E.,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  on  June  23, 
1941,  aged  ninety-five  years,  four  months  and  thirteen  days. 
Her  husband,  James  Hale,  preceded  her  in  death  fifty-four  years 
ago.  Her  death  resulted  from  a  fall  about  ten  days  before.  She 
leaves  three  living  children,  forty  grandchildren,  one  hundred 
five  great-grandchildren  and  seven  great-great-grandchildren. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Pilgrim  Holiness  Church.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  who  was  assisted  by 
Eld.  I.  H.  Shaver,  and  Rev.  C.  C.  Brown  of  the  Nazarene 
Church.  Interment  was  made  in  the  family  cemetery. — Oscar  R. 
Fike,    Airpoint,   Va. 

Havens,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  Re- 
becca Stults,  died  on  June  16,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Cynthiana, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  and  nineteen  days.  She 
married  John  P.  Havens  and  to  this  union  six  children  were 
born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Her  death  came  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  lingering  three-year  illness.  The  community  has  lost 
a  true  friend.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed in  the  Olive  Branch  Universalist  church.  Interment  was 
in  the  Olive  Branch  cemetery. — Paul  J.  Wright,  Peebles,  Ohio. 

Lilly,  Ballard  P.,  died  at  his  home  at  Crab  Orchard  on  May  5, 
1941,  after  a  two-year  illness  of  silicosis.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
local  church  and  an  active  member  until  ill  health  prevented 
his  going  out  much.  He  called  for  the  anointing  service  on 
April  20,  which  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Kahle  and  Sister  Gam- 
ble. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Kahle  of  Prince- 
ton, with  burial  in  the  Calfee  cemetery.  Surviving  are  his 
widow,  two  sons,  two  daughters  and  four  grandchildren. — Mrs. 
Ruth  Spangler  Quintier,  Crab  Orchard,  W.  Va. 

Marks,  Vella  Whitmore,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  W.  Whit- 
more  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1903,  and  departed  this 
life  June  14,  1941.  Her  illness  was  only  of  a  few  days,  death 
being  due  to  the  failure  to  recover  after  a  very  serious  abdom- 
inal operation.  On  June  5,  1926,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mr.  Elmer  Marks  of  Pioneer,  Ohio.  Twelve  years  ago  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marks  came  to  Toledo,  where  Mr.  Marks  has  been  principal 
of  Whitmer  High  School.  Mrs.  Marks  was  a  graduate  of  Man- 
chester College  and  for  several  years  was  a  successful  school- 
teacher. The  later  years  of  her  life  have  been  devoted  to  her 
home,  community,  and  church.  She  was  a  devout  and  loyal 
member  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Toledo,  and 
rendered  much  faithful  and  untiring  service.  For  several  years 
she  was  the  superintendent  of  the  primary  department  of  the 
church.  The  last  year  her  services  were  confined  mostly  to  the 
ministry  of  music.  She  developed  a  very  good  choir  in  the 
church  and  had  many  plans  for  the  future  in  this  field  of  serv- 
ice. She  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  her  church 
district,  being  a  member  of  the  district  board  of  Christian 
education,  and  director  of  children's  work.  She  possessed  many 
abilities,  was  able  to  see  many  things  to  be  done,  and  spent 
much  of  her  self  in  accomplishing  the  tasks  at  hand.  Those 
who  survive  are  her  husband,  daughter  and  son,  together  with 
her  parents  and  one  sister.  Her  departure  has  brought  sadness 
to  us  all;  her  services  will  be  greatly  missed.  But  we  rejoice 
in  the  fine  service  and  good  life  she  has  rendered,  and  do  trust 
God,  believing  that  "all  things  work  together  for  good  to  those 
who  love  the  Lord." — Wilbur  M.  Bantz,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Melzker,  Levi  S.,  son  of  John  Y.  and  Polly  Stoudnour  Metzker, 
was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  on  July  29,  1856,  and  passed  away 
at  the  Clearfield  hospital,  Feb.  21,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  two 
months.  On  October  24,  1878,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Malinda  Replogle,  who  preceded  him  in  death  six  years  ago. 
To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  who  sur- 
vive with  fifteen  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchildren. 
He  is  also  survived  by  one  sister.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  His  illness  was  pro- 
longed but  he  bore  his  suffering  with  great  patience  and  thus 
gave  a  faithful  testimony  to  his  Lord.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Memorial  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Martinsburg, 
Pa.,  on  Feb.  24,  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  R.  Coffman,  assisted  by 
Bro.   L.   S.   Knepper   and   Rev.   A.   N.   Salvie.     Interment  was   in 


the  Diehl's  Cross  Roads  cemetery. — Carrie  C.  Coffman,  Martins- 
burg, Pa. 

Mohler,  Alice  L.,  daughter  of  the  late  Josiah  and  Rebecca 
Lehman,  was  born  near  Versailles,  Mo.,  on  June  20,  1875.  She 
departed  this  life  on  May  8,  1941.  The  cause  of  her  death  was 
an  automobile  accident  which  occurred  while  on  the  way  to  the 
funeral  of  an  aunt.  The  Lehman  family  lived  in  Missouri  until 
Alice  was  grown.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  L. 
Mohler  of  Leeton,  Mo.,  on  Nov.  3,  1903.  To  this  union  two  sons 
were  born,  who  survive  her.  There  is  also  one  daughter,  who 
was  adopted  in  infancy,  and  three  grandchildren.  Besides  the 
immediate  family,  she  leaves  a  stepmother,  three  brothers,  two 
sisters,  other  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  her  loss. 
Sister  Mohler  accepted  Christ  and  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  the  Prairieview  church  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  and  was  active  in  the  service  of  the  church  until  the 
day  she  entered  into  her  last  rest.  Just  the  night  before  her 
death  she  led  the  prayer  meeting  of  the  Guthrie  church,  and  her 
parting  message  to  us  was  "Let  us  not  grow  weary  in  well  do- 
ing." Sister  Mohler  was  a  woman  of  fine  Christian  character 
and  ability  coupled  with  a  willingness  to  serve  her  Lord  in 
whatever  capacity  she  was  called  upon.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  she  held  several  church  offices  which  she  filled  in  a  most 
acceptable  manner.  Many  are  the  words  of  appreciation  spoken 
by  the  people  of  the  community  for  her  visits  in  their  homes 
and  her  fine  Christian  life.  Her  wide  influence  was  expressed 
by  the  many  beautiful  floral  pieces  and  the  large  crowd  in  at- 
tendance at  her  funeral.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Guthrie  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Mother's  Day  and  were  in 
charge  of  her  nephew,  Bro.  Lawrence  Lehman  of  Parsons, 
Kans.,  assisted  by  her  pastor,  Sister  Bertha  Boggs.  While  her 
passing  has  left  a  great  vacancy  in  the  church  and  community, 
we  know  that  our  loss  is  her  great  gain  and  she  has  only  gone 
on    before. — Bertha   Frantz,    Guthrie,    Okla. 

Newcomb,  Emily,  died  April  19,  1941,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
three  years.  She  leaves  six  children;  five  have  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Mount  Joy  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  eighteen  years.  There  was  a  reunion  held  once 
each  year  when  her  children  and  many  friends  would  gather 
around  her  to  sing  and  talk  together.  Her  funeral  was  con- 
ducted in  the  Rapps  Mill  church  on  April  21  by  our  pastor,  Mrs. 
S.  B.  Broughman.  Burial  was  in  a  near-by  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Alvin   Walker,   Buchanan,   Va. 

Palmer,  Martha  Ellen,  daughter  of  the  late  Michael  and  Mary 
Maugans  Kline,  was  born  July  22,  1869,  near  Wolfsville,  Md.,  and 
died  June  13,  1941.  She  spent  her  entire  life  near  the  place  of 
her  birth.  On  April  17,  1894,  she  was  married  to  John  Elias 
Palmer,  who  preceded  her  in  death  but  three  months  before. 
Because  of  the  shock  of  his  sudden  death  she  seemed  to  be  un- 
able to  rally  from  a  disease  that  had  already  made  headway  in 
her  body,  even  though  she  seemed  in  good  health  at  that  time. 
Soon  after  her  marriage  she  and  father  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Mother  was  a  living  example  of  1  Cor.  13.  She 
taught  that  giving  is  loving  and  that  you  save  most  when  you 
give  most.  Her  self-sacrificing  life  devoid  of  worldly  pleasures 
was  a  fine  example  to  others.  What  she  saved  in  the  cost  of 
going  to  places  of  worldly  amusement  she  gave  to  the  poor  and 
unfortunate.  As  a  true  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
she  believed  Christians  should  be  a  people  separate  from  those 
of  the  world.  The  greatest  heritage  mother  left  us  was  her 
great  faith  in  things  eternal.  After  being  anointed  on  June  4 
she  said  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  children  and  others,  "In 
the  world  you  will  have  tribulation,  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I 
have  overcome  the  world."  The  officiating  minister  used  as  his 
text,  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life."  Her  immediate  survivors  are  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Grossnickle's 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  Clarence  Holsopple,  assisted  by 
Bro.  I.  R.  Stottlemyer.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her 
companion  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — Mary  Alex- 
ander, Mechanicsburg,   Pa. 

Saul,  Martha  Ann,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Bowman, 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  March  11,  1858,  and  peace- 
fully passed  to  her  eternal  reward,  May  1,  1941,  at  their  home 
in  Troy,  Ohio.  On  April  10,  1879,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Charles  R.  Saul  of  Franklin  County,  Va.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  daughters  and  seven  sons.  One  daughter  preceded 
her  in  death  nine  years  ago.  She  and  her  husband  traveled 
life's  journey  happily  together,  sharing  each  other's  joys  and 
sorrows  as  one  heart  and  soul  for  more  than  sixty-two  years. 
Forty-one  years  ago  they  moved  to  Tipp  City  and  there  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  as  an  occupation.  The  Lord  blessed  their 
home  greatly  in  a  material  way  as  well  as  spiritually.  Many 
years  ago  she  gave  her  heart  to  the  Master  and  lived  a  faithful 
Christian  life  to  the  last.  She  was  a  devoted  companion,  always 
giving  the  most  sacrificial  service.  She  was  a  kind  and  loving 
mother  and  a  good  neighbor.  For  more  than  five  years  she  had 
been  in  failing  health,  being  blind  for  more  than  ten  years; 
but  now  she  can  see.  All  her  suffering  and  affliction  she  bore 
with  great  patience  and  Christian  fortitude.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
and  wait  her  lifelong  and  devoted  companion,  three  daughters, 
seven  sons,  thirty  grandchildren,  nineteen  great-grandchildren, 
two  sisters,  three  brothers  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 
She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  church  and  community  and  by 
all  who  knew  her;  but  most  of  all  by  her  immediate  family.  The 
funeral  was  in  charge  of  her  pastor,  the  late  Chas.  L.  Flory,  at 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  19,   1941 


27 


the  Brethren  church,  Troy,  Ohio. — Mrs.  Cora  Brill,  Troy,  Ohio. 
Shaffer,  Vera,  wife  of  Bro.  W.  E.  Shaffer  of  Mercersburg,  Pa., 
died  June  13,  1941,  aged  fifty-three  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Welsh  Run  Church  of  the  Brethren  most  of  her  life.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  daughters,  one  son,  one  sister,  two 
brothers  and  six  grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Lininger  funeral  chapel,  Mercersburg,  by  Brethren  Edgar 
Landis  and  Clarence  Hunsberger.  Interment  was  in  the  Fair- 
view  cemetery,  Mercersburg. — John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Shullz,  Edwin,  aged  seventy-three,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Brother  and  Sister  Joseph  Shultz  of  Meyersdale,  died  on  June  23, 
1941,  at  his  home  in  Kent.  Ohio.  The  body  was  removed  to  the 
Hostetler  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  ancestral  church  of  the 
Shultz  family,  where  services  were  held  on  June  26  by  the  pas- 
tor, Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  with  interment  in  the  church  cemetery. 
The  survivors  are  his  wife,  Erne  Israel  Shultz,  a  foster  son  and 
two  foster  daughters,  three  brothers  and  one  sister. — W.  A.  Shoe- 
maker, Meyersdale,  Pa, 

Sink,  Ida  Lee,  was  born  on  Aug.  25,  1876,  in  Iowa  and  died  on 
April  22,  1941,  at  her  home  near  Flora,  Ind.  She  was  one  of  the 
nine  children  of  Eld.  Benjamin  and  Sister  Amanda  Wray.  In 
1901  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles  Sink,  who,  with  her 
two  sisters  and  two  brothers,  remains  to  mourn  her  loss.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  life  and  gave 
almost  fifty  years  of  faithful  service  to  her  Master.  At  the  time 
of  her  death  she  was  a  member  of  the  Bachelor  Run  church,  east 
of  Flora.  She  was  a  regular  attendant  at  church  and  Sunday 
school  and  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  ladies'  aid  work. 
She  was  interested  in  the  welfare  of  orphan  children,  giving  four 
different  ones  a  home  at  different  times.  She  will  be  greatly 
missed.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Bachelor  Run 
church  by  Bro.  Ira  Kreider  of  N.  Manchester,  assisted  by  Bro. 
William  Angle.  Interment  was  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery 
near  Flora,   Ind. — Mrs.  Glen  Booth,  Flora,  Ind. 

Snider,  Myrtle  Lucas,  was  born  March  14,  1898,  and  died  May 
15,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Preston  Lucas. 
She  was  married  in  1915  to  Ernest  Snider,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  O.  Snider.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  a  number  of  years  and  attended  church  whenever 
possible.  She  was  a  good  wife,  mother,  and  friend  to  all  who 
knew  her;  she  will  be  greatly  missed.  Surviving  are  her  hus- 
band and  eight  children.  She  also  leaves  five  brothers  and 
three   sisters. — Mrs.   Paul   Reed,   Kerns,   Va. 

Speicher,  Jesse  Calvin,  was  born  Apr.  29,  1881,  and  died  June  3, 
1941,  at  his  home  in  Petoria.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Ida 
Horner  Speicher,  eight  children  and  eleven  grandchildren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned,  at 
the  Tire  Hill  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Maple  Spring  cemetery. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
— William    H.    Rummel,   Johnstown,    Pa. 

Tosten,  Annie  C.  of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  died  May  21,  1941,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Welsh  Run  Church  of  the  Brethren  most  of  her 
life.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  one  brother  and  thirteen 
grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Edgar 
Landis  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Welsh  Run.  Interment 
was  in  the  cemetery  adjoining. — John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg, 
Pa.,  June  17. 

Warren,  Stephen  Webster,  son  of  William  and  Fannie  Warren, 
was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Ind.,  April  22,  1873,  and  departed 
this  life  on  June  15,  1941.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Minnie 
Leedy  on  Nov.  27,  1894.  To  this  union  was  born  a  son  who 
died  in  infancy.  During  a  meeting  held  by  Bro.  Roy  Teach  he 
was  converted  and  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He 
loved  the  church  and  was  willing  to  serve  in  any  capacity  he 
could.  He  was  anointed  and  gave  his  loved  ones  the  assurance 
that  he  was  willing  to  go  if  it  was  God's  will.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Andrews  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the  writer, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Howard  Keim  of  the  Huntington  City  church  — 
H.  B.  Dickey,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Williams,  Mary  Shoemaker,  was  born  Oct.  29,  1860,  and  died 
June  8,  1941.  She  lived  all  her  life  in  the  community  in  which 
she  was  born  and  died.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  sons  and 
four  daughters.  Two  of  her  sons,  Bruce  and  Perry,  are  minis- 
ters. She  was  a  woman  of  unusual  vision  for  her  family  and 
community,  including  her  church,  of  which  she  was  a  member 
for  forty-seven  years.  The  testimony  of  her  life  was  evident 
from  the  large  attendance  at  her  funeral  service,  which  was 
conducted  by  the  undersigned. — X.  L.   Coppock,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 

Wimmer,  James  Christian,  was  born  to  I.  K.  and  Ann  Mills 
Wimmer  on  Jan.  11,  1873,  and  died  June  23,  1941.  His  sudden 
death  was  due  to  heart  trouble.  Four  sisters  and  four  brothers 
survive.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Copper  Hill  church 
by  Eld.  I.  H.  Shaver  and  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
family  cemetery.— Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Zimmerman,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Taylor  Township,  April 
19,  1880,  and  died  June  5,  1941,  at  the  Mercy  hospital  in  Roar- 
ing Spring.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Margaret  Hay. 
She  was  married  to  James  Zimmerman  on  Sept.  10,  1908.  He  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  on  June  22,  1939.  She  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Clover  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of  years. 
Surviving  are  two  sons,  two  daughters,  three  grandchildren  and 
one    sister.      Funeral    services    were    held    at    the    Clover    Creek 


church   by   Bro.    I.    B.   Kensinger.     Interment  was   made   in   the 
Spring   Hope   cemetery. — Pearl   Snowberger,   Martinsburg,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arizona 

Glendale. — The  heads  of  the  women's  work  department  of  our 
division  have  paid  us  their  annual  visit.  Among  them  were 
Sisters  Neher,  Lehmer,  Schaeffer,  and  Fesler,  all  of  California. 
After  hearing  their  helpful  messages  a  potluck  lunch  was  held 
in  their  honor  at  the  church.  On  April  10  our  church  and  the 
Phoenix  church  held  a  joint  love  feast  at  the  latter  church. 
The  service  was  held  in  their  supper  room  and  was  quite  in- 
spirational. On  Easter  Sunday  evening  the  choir  rendered  a 
complete  cantata  which  was  beautifully  given.  Easter  Sunday 
was  also  the  start  of  a  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Bro. 
Royal  Glick  of  San  Bernardino,  Calif.  These  services  proved 
to  be  a  spiritual  refreshment  for  all.  The  combined  young 
people's  organization  held  a  steak  fry  on  the  desert  in  honor  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Glick.  On  May  4  Brother  and  Sister  F.  H. 
Crumpacker  were  with  us;  they  spoke  at  the  morning  and  the 
evening  services.  They  have  just  returned  from  the  mission 
field  in  China  and  their  talks  were  interesting  and  educational. 
On  May  3  the  Dorcas  Club  held  their  annual  Spanish  supper  for 
the  benefit  of  the  church  building  fund.  May  26  was  the  start- 
ing day  of  our  vacation  Bible  school,  which  lasted  for  two  weeks. 
Ruth  Gillet  served  as  superintendent  of  the  school.  On  June  5 
Dr.  Daryl  Parker,  one  of  our  returned  China  missionaries,  vis- 
ited our  church  in  the  evening  and  presented  pictures  dealing 
with  his  work  as  a  doctor.  His  talk  accompanying  the  pictures 
was  very  enlightening. — Thelma  Heatwole,  Glendale,  Ariz., 
June   17. 

California 

Reedley. — Two  children  have  recently  received  the  rite  of 
baptism.  On  May  19  Bro.  E.  L.  Eikenberry  gave  us  a  graphic 
word  picture  of  the  war  in  China  and  its  effect  on  the  mission 
there.  Our  pastor  delivered  a  missionary  sermon  on  No  Black- 
out of  the  Cross,  on  Sunday,  and  our  Conference  Offering  was 
taken.  A  number  from  our  congregation  attended  the  Annual 
Meeting. — Anna  V.  Ramsey,  Reedley,  Calif.,  June  23. 

Colorado 

Colorado  Springs. — Our  early  spring  average  attendance  was 
greatly  reduced  because  of  bad  weather  and  much  flu.  Bro.  I.  J. 
Sollenberger  from  Denver  has  filled  the  pulpit  every  two  weeks 
for  over  a  year,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  Sundays. 
During  the  last  few  months  Bro.  R.  W.  Hepler  from  Manzanola, 
Colo.,  has  filled  the  pulpit  on  alternate  Sundays,  thus  enabling 
us  to  have  preaching  services  every  Sunday.  We  appreciate  the 
help  of  these  two  brethren  very  much;  we  know  it  has  been 
a  great  sacrifice  on  their  part.  Brother  and  Sister  Canfield  held 
a  two  weeks'  revival  here  recently.  Although  there  were  no  ad- 
ditions to  the  church,  much  good  seed  was  sown.  Our  congrega- 
tion is  co-operating  with  the  Civilian  Public  Service  plans.  Sis- 
ter Emma  Hamm  is  representing  our  church  as  a  delegate  at  the 
La  Verne  Conference.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  larger  at- 
tendance and  better  work  through  the  summer.  We  are  trust- 
ing that  some  one  will  be  found  who  is  willing  to  come  here  to 
help  build  up  Christ's  kingdom.  We  are  very  much  in  need  of 
a  resident  pastor. — Mrs.  Grace  Smith,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
June  17. 

Florida 

Arcadia. — On  May  17  the  young  people's  and  intermediate 
classes  of  our  church  gave  a  banquet  for  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of 
the  southern  district.  The  churches  represented  were  Tampa, 
Sebring,  Okeechobee,  Bassinger,  Miami  and  Winter  Park.  Sup- 
per was  served  to  about  100.  On  the  following  Sunday  the 
Sunday-school  convention  was  held  here,  with  146  in  attendance. 
Bro.  Philip  H.  Lauver  preached  the  morning  sermon,  after 
which  we  had  a  basket  dinner  which  every  one  enjoyed.  The 
afternoon  service  started  about  1 :30.  Devotions  were  led  by 
Bro.  George  McDaniel  of  Arcadia.  On  Sunday  evening,  May  25, 
we  held  our  love  feast.  Bro.  I.  R.  Pletcher  was  in  charge  of  the 
service.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  Garst  of  Roanoke,  Va., 
with  us  at  this  service.  All  members  were  present  but  four. 
We  are  doing  very  good  work  in  our  Sunday  school  and  in  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  The  young  people  are  taking  guitar  lessons  from 
Bro.  Jimmie  Odom  and  tonette  lessons  from  Sister  S.  W.  Bail. 
We  hope  to  have  a  good  choir  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  Bail 
plans  to  leave  by  train  about  June  10  for  the  Annual  Conference 
at  La  Verne,  Calif.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every  week  on  Tues- 
day; they  are  doing  very  good  work. — Mrs.  George  Summeralls, 
Arcadia,   Fla.,  June   6. 

Illinois 
Decatur. — Our  semiannual  business  meeting  was  held  March  12. 
Bro.  John  B.  Wieand  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  Annual  Confer- 
ence. The  redecorating  of  the  interior  of  the  church  has  greatly 
improved  its  appearance.  There  were  fifty-eight  volunteers  who 
assisted  in  this  work.  The  men  of  the  church  met  March  15,  16 
for  a  retreat.  On  Saturday  evening  they  had  a  fellowship 
meeting  with  a  covered  dish  supper.  A  quartet  from  La  Place 
furnished  special  music  and  Rev.  Whitsell  of  the  Decatur  First 
United   Brethren    church    was    speaker.     At    breakfast   the    next 
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morning  some  of  our  own  men  gave  talks  and  the  men  had 
special  parts  in  the  services  of  that  day.  We  have  a  100%  Mes- 
senger club.  The  sectional  young  people's  meeting  was  held  here 
March  23.  During  the  week  of  March  31  to  April  4  supper  was 
served  in  the  church  basement  each  evening.  It  was  visitation 
week:  after  the  meal,  teams  went  out  endeavoring  to  visit  all 
members  in  regard  to  attendance.  Gospel  Messenger  subscrip- 
tions, peace  education  and  regular  contributions  to  the  church. 
Services  were  held  each  night  during  Holy  Week.  Our  Lord's 
Supper,  held  on  April  10,  had  the  largest  number  in  attendance 
for  several  years.  The  La  Place  church  brought  us  a  play  on 
March  16.  Springfield  furnished  a  cantata  on  April  20,  and  a 
group  from  Manchester  College  brought  an  evening  program  of 
music  and  a  play  on  May  18.  All  of  these  were  greatly  appreci- 
ated. Mrs.  Galen  Lehman  was  guest  speaker  at  our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet  held  in  the  church  basement  on  May  9.  A 
sectional  children's  work  conference  was  held  here  on  May  11 
with  Miss  Ruth  Shriver  in  charge.  On  Sunday  morning,  June  1, 
Bro.  Wieand  held  a  special  consecration  service  for  the  babies 
and  their  parents.— Mrs.  J.  W.  Metzger,  Decatur,  111.,  June  23. 

Dixon.— Brethren  A.  C.  Good  of  the  Mennonite  church  of 
Sterling  and  O.  D.  Buck  of  Franklin  Grove  spoke  on  two  differ- 
ent evenings  of  Holy  Week.  On  Thursday  evening  of  Holy  Week 
we  had  our  communion  service.  A  Mother's  Day  program  was 
given  in  the  morning  of  Mother's  Day  by  adults  and  in  the  eve- 
ning by  members  of  the  junior  choir.  This  choir,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mrs.  Clyde  Lenox,  assists  in  the  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices and  their  help  is  much  appreciated  by  all.  On  May  18  Bro. 
E.  M.  Hersch,  manager  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  told 
us  many  things  concerning  our  Publishing  House  and  ways  in 
which  we  can  better  serve  our  church  through  it.  The  Crusad- 
ers class  entertained  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hersch  with  a  dinner  at  noon. 
On  Sunday  morning.  June  1,  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
O.  D.  Buck  of  Franklin  Grove  filled  the  pulpit  and  in  the  evening 
our  young  people  gave  a  program.  On  Sunday  morning,  June 
■22,  a  group  of  our  young  people  had  charge  of  the  morning  serv- 
ice. In  the  evening  the  juniors  gave  a  Bible  drama.  The  Prod- 
igal Comes  Home,  directed  by  Mrs.  Clyde  Lenox.  On  June  25 
Sister  Emma  Fry,  a  missionary  of  the  Brethren  in  Christ  church, 
spoke  to  us.  At  our  business  meeting  on  March  17  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Wm.  E.  Thompson,  was  asked  to  stay  another  year.  The 
interior  of  the  parsonage  has  been  redecorated  and  the  outside 
reshlngled.— Mrs.  David  Wade,  Dixon,  111.,  June  24. 

Lanark. — Our  business  meeting  was  held  on  June  12.  The 
following  delegates  were  chosen  for  the  district  meeting  at  Polo. 
111.:  Will  Zuck,  Robert  Livengood  and  Virgil  Royer.  A  two 
-weeks'  union  daily  vacation  Bible  school  has  just  closed  with 
an  enrollment  of  234;  of  this  number  150  have  perfect  attend- 
ance. This  included  the  town  and  community  around  Lanark. 
On  June  8  a  miscellaneous  children's  day  program  was  given 
and  a  short  pageant.  About  150  attended  the  Sunday-school 
picnic  at  Old  Mills  Park  at  Savanna  on  June  26.  On  Sunday 
-evening  of  June  22  a  motion  picture,  Song  After  Sorrow,  was 
shown.  This  was  a  picture  of  the  leper  colonies  in  Africa. 
These  were  also  shown  at  the  vacation  Bible  school.  On  June  1 
a  number  of  our  people  attended  the  communion  service  at 
Cherry  Grove.  About  150  attended  our  communion  on  May  4. 
A  very  impressive  service  was  arranged  by  our  pastor  and  held 
in  the  auditorium  before  going  to  the  basement  for  the  com- 
munion. The  lights  were  dimmed  very  slowly  to  represent  the 
midnight  scene  and  a  picture  of  Jesus  was  thrown  on  the  wall 
as  Robert  Royer  sang  Olive's  Brow.  On  Friday  evening  of 
June  8  a  mother  and  daughter  potluck  supper  and  program  was 
enjoyed  with  Mrs.  Leatherman  as  guest  speaker.  Mother's  Day 
was  celebrated  as  a  tribute  to  Bro.  Leatherman's  mother  who 
passed  away  in  October.  Two  photographs  of  her  were  on  the 
front  page  of  our  order  of  service,  one  when  she  was  eighteen 
and  the  other  when  eighty-two.  Much  of  the  program  was 
built  around  these  two  photographs.  The  district  men's  execu- 
tive committee  gave  us  a  program  on  May  18.  The  evening 
services  of  July  will  be  held  in  the  basement  with  miscellaneous 
programs.  No  evening  services  will  be  held  in  August.  Our 
Sunday  school  begins  at  9:45  and  church  services  close  at  11:30. 
Two  have  been  recently  baptized. — Mrs.  Ada  Royer,  Lanark, 
111.,   June  27. 

Indiana 

Bachelor  Run. — On  June  4  we  met  in  council  with  Bro.  Robert 
Sink  presiding.  Two  letters  were  granted,  and  the  following 
trustees  were  elected  for  five  years:  Date  Witter,  Ralph  Toler  and 
Henry  Garrison.  We  re-elected  Bro.  Clarence  Sink  as  pastor  for 
another  year.  On  May  11  we  held  an  all-day  meeting  with  a  bas- 
ket dinner  at  noon.  We  observed  Mother's  Day  in  the  forenoon 
with  Bro.  Frank  Baldwin  from  Chicago  in  charge  of  the  serv- 
ice. In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  birthday  service  at  which  Bro. 
Baldwin  gave  a  talk,  assisted  by  our  pastor.  Some  special  songs 
and  a  roll  call  of  ages  were  a  part  of  the  program.  Instead  of 
putting  our  birthday  offering  in  each  Sunday,  we  took  up  a  col- 
lection of  birthday  offerings  which  was  meant  for  everyone  for 
this  year.  It  amounted  to  $32.  On  June  26  we  will  have  a 
mother  and  daughter  meeting  at  the  church  in  the  afternoon.  A 
program  has  been  arranged  and  light  refreshments  will  be 
served. — Mrs.  Glen  Booth,  Flora,  Ind.,  June  25. 

Blue  River. — During  the  last  three  months  we  have  had  many 
inspiring  and  interesting  programs.  Mr.  Lewis  Black  gave  an 
illustrated  lecture  on  the  effects  of  alcohol.     On  Easter  evening 


the  chorus  from  the  South  Whitley  church  gave  a  cantata,  The 
Living  Redeemer.  In  May  the  Blue  River  young  people  were 
hosts  to  the  sectional  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference,  the  theme  of  which 
was  Character,  the  Cornerstone  of  Success.  In  the  evening  the 
Blue  River  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  pageant,  The  House  on  the 
Rock.  On  Mother's  Day  we  were  favored  with  a  guest  speaker. 
Bro.  Grater  of  South  Bend.  In  the  evening  Mrs.  Weybright  of 
Goshen  spoke  to  the  mothers  and  daughters,  giving  a  very  inter- 
esting and  appealing  talk.  At  the  same  time  the  fathers  and 
sons  met  and  a  talk  was  given  them  by  Bro.  Grater.  Our  com- 
munion service  was  held  during  the  same  month  with  Bro.  Ira 
Kreider  as  guest  minister.  Harold  Phend  was  the  first  young 
man  of  our  church  to  enter  the  conscientious  objector  camp  at 
Lagro.  The  children  and  their  teachers  gave  a  very  interesting 
program  on  children's  day.  The  theme  of  the  program  was  built 
around  the  garden  of  youth.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  to  our 
church  Brother  and  Sister  F.  D.  Rohrer  and  children,  Glenn, 
Dean,  Janette,  Eula,  and  Clyda,  who  were  former  members  of 
the  church  at  Orlando,  Fla. — Alice  E.  Frank,  Columbia  City,  Ind., 
June   30. 

Buck  Creek. — We  had  an  early  Easter  service  and  breakfast 
at  the  church.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet,  sponsored  by 
the  senior  and  intermediate  classes,  was  well  attended.  Sister 
Peters  gave  an  instructive  talk.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on 
May  10;  Eld.  I.  C.  Snavely  of  Union  Grove  officiated.  Other 
visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  O.  D.  Werking,  A.  D.  Bow- 
man, D.  E.  Bowman  and  A.  P.  Musselman.  A  large  crowd  was 
present  at  the  Mother's  Day  program.  The  services  were  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  R.  Peters.  Miss  Odell  of  Moore- 
land,  a  missionary  to  India,  spoke  at  the  church  on  May  27. 
Each  week  the  Sunday  school  places  a  copy  of  Our  Young  Peo- 
ple in  the  waiting  room  of  Dr.  Marsh  in  Blountsville.  On  June  1 
the  church  observed  its  first  memorial  for  five  of  our  number 
who  have  been  called  to  that  better  home.  A  special  friend  of 
each  of  the  deceased  brought  a  large  bouquet  and  gave  a  brief 
history  of  his  life.  On  June  8  our  local  W.  C.  T.  U.  sponsored 
a  special  contest,  the  winner  of  which  was  to  meet  in  a  contest 
with  the  winners  of  the  county.  Following  the  contest  three  of 
our  small  children  were  made  white  ribbon  recruits.  Mrs. 
Fisher,  county  president,  spoke  briefly,  encouraging  the  work  of 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.  In  the  afternoon  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  group  met 
at  the  infirmary  near  New  Castle  and  held  chapel  services.  Eld. 
Lewis  Deardorff  favored  us  with  good  sermons  on  three  succes- 
sive Sunday  evenings.  At  our  recent  business  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing delegates  to  district  meeting  -were  chosen:  Elds.  John  R. 
Peters  and  E.  C.  Teeter.  A  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  at 
the  church  on  June  11.  Eld.  Carl  Hilbert  gave  the  address.  The 
young  people's  class  entertained  the  young  people  of  Muncie 
with  a  wiener  roast  recently.  Father's  Day  was  a  milestone  in 
our  work  here.  Bro.  Peters  gave  a  wonderful  sermon,  well 
suited  to  the  occasion.  We  are  very  glad  to  have  our  pastor 
remain  with  us  for  another  year.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  B.  M. 
Rollins  and  wife  to  be  with  us  in  evangelistic  work  in  October. — 
Mrs.   Ella   Oxley,   Blountsville,    Ind.,   June   26. 

Camp  Creek. — Our  church  met  in  quarterly  council  on  June  20. 
Truman  Nifong  and  Ralph  Brubaker  were  chosen  as  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  The  love  feast  of  June  14  was  well  attended. 
The  ministers  present  were  Brethren  N.  H.  Miller.  Paul  Ken- 
dall, John  Stout,  David  Miller,  W.  D.  Keller  and  William  Bru- 
baker; Bro.  Brubaker  officiated.  The  young  people  gave  a  play 
on  Easter  and  conducted  the  worship  service  on  Mother's  Day. 
In  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day  the  intermediate  class  conducted 
the  worship  service.  The  ladies'  aid  furnished  the  money  for 
redecorating  the  church  and  for  new  window  shades.  One  mem- 
ber has  been  received  into  the  church  since  our  last  report. 
Our  harvest  meeting  will  be  on  Aug.  17. — Mildred  Shively,  Etna 
Green,   Ind.,  June   23. 

Cedar  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  June  9.  Sister  Sylvia  Pep- 
ple  and  Bro.  Chester  Lung  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district 
meeting.  We  have  just  closed  a  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible  school 
which  had  an  enrollment  of  sixty  and  an  average  attendance  of 
fifty-four.  Much  interest  was  manifest  by  all,  especially  the 
eight  teachers  and  Pastor  J.  S.  Flory.  On  Sunday  evening, 
June  22,  the  children  of  the  Bible  school  gave  an  interesting 
program  and  a  Bible  play.  In  the  near  future  our  pastor  and 
family  will  take  a  few  weeks'  vacation,  visiting  some  of  the 
places  at  which  they  have  held  pastorates  in  the  past.  During 
their  absence  the  pulpit  will  be  filled  by  pastors  from  neighbor- 
ing churches.  The  attendance  has  been  growing  this  summer. — 
Mrs.   Lawrence  Smith,   Garrett,   Ind.,   June  23. 

Muncie. — At  our  mother  and  daughter  banquet,  May  8,  Mrs. 
I.  C.  Snavely  from  the  Union  Grove  church  gave  an  interesting 
talk.  There  was  a  good  representation  of  the  women  and  girls 
of  the  church  at  this  banquet.  We  held  our  communion  serv- 
ice on  May  4;  it  was  an  inspirational  service  at  which  eighty-one 
communed.  On  May  11  our  young  people  were  entertained  by 
the  White  Branch  young  people.  On  May  2  the  Union  Grove 
young  people  entertained  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  on  June  22  our 
young  people  entertained  the  Union  Grove  young  people. 
Through  these  worship  and  social  hours  our  young  people  feel 
they  have  become  better  acquainted  with  the  young  people  of  the 
neighboring  churches.  Lowell  Heisey  spoke  to  us  recently  on 
his  work  with  the  migrant  people,  and  Howard  Sollenberger 
told  of  his  experiences  in  China  relief  work.  On  June  8  our 
church  was  the  scene  of  the  lovely  wedding  of  Emma  Marie 
Oberholtzer  and  William  Lyons   Stanley.     Mr.   and  Mrs.   Stanley 
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are  at  home  in  Dunbar,  W.  Va.  On  June  15  our  children  pre- 
sented a  children's  day  program.  It  gave  the  adults  an  idea  of 
what  our  children  have  been  learning  in  junior  church.  We  are 
having  our  Sunday-school  hour  at  9:30  and  our  worship  at  10:30 
again,  starting  July  1, — Mrs.  Cletis  R.  Bowers,  Muncie,  Ind., 
June  24. 

North  Winona. — Our  church  met  in  the  regular  members' 
meeting  on  June  16  with  our  elder,  Bro.  R.  C.  Wenger,  in  charge. 
Bro.  John  Frederick  from  Nappanee  was  with  us  and  led  us  in  a 
very  inspiring  devotion.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are 
Sisters  Lydia  Patterson  and  Ruth  Volentine.  On  Sunday,  June 
15,  Bro.  Paul  Halladay  from  N.  Manchester  filled  our  pulpit  in 
the  absence  of  our  pastor. — Mrs.  Alma  E.  Hanawalt,  Pierceton, 
Ind.,    June   23. 

Pittsburg. — In  a  recent  pulpit  exchange,  Bro.  Fisher  of  Mex- 
ico, Ind.,  brought  us  a  good  message.  Our  revival  meetings  and 
Bible  school  will  be  held  July  13-27  with  Bro.  John  B.  Wieand 
of  Decatur,  111.,  in  charge.  His  wife  will  also  be  here.  The 
Bible  school  will  be  conducted  during  the  morning.  Following 
these  meetings  we  will  have  our  communion. — Mrs.  Floyd 
Schrader,  Delphi,  Ind.,  June  26. 

Second  South  Bend. — On  Saturday  evening,  April  12,  we  en- 
joyed a  spiritual  love  feast  and  on  the  following  morning  we 
had  an  Easter  sunrise  service  which  was  followed  by  a  break- 
fast. In  the  evening  the  chorus  gave  an  Easter  cantata.  The 
choral  group  from  Manchester  College  gave  us  a  program  on 
April  20.  The  men's  group  gave  a  special  program  for  mothers 
on  the  evening  of  May  11.  Five  were  recently  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Two  of  our  young  brethren  have  been 
called  to  serve  in  one  of  our  conscientious  objector  camps.  At 
our  council  meeting  on  June  6  the  deacon  board  was  asked  to 
investigate  and  proceed  as  it  saw  fit  concerning  some  needy 
families  in  the  church.  The  100%  Messenger  plan  was  accepted 
and  the  organized  classes  selected  committees  to  take  care  of 
this  work.  It  was  decided  to  continue  the  teachers'  training 
committee.  Sisters  Martha  Heeter  and  Meda  Hoover  were 
chosen  as  delegates  to  district  conference.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  obtain  members  to  attend  the  various  camps  at  Camp 
Mack.  One  of  our  aged  sisters  passed  away  recently.  Our 
Sunday-school  outing  was  held  on  June  29  at  one  of  our  city 
parks.  We  enjoyed  a  very  successful  vacation  Bible  school, 
June  9-20,  with  Sister  Emmert  from  Nappanee,  Ind.,  as  our  di- 
rector. We  had  a  large  group  of  children  attending  each  day. 
We  appreciated  Sister  Emmert's  service  so  much,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  loyal  group  of  teachers  and  helpers.  At  the  close  of  the 
school  we  had  open  house,  inviting  the  parents  and  friends  to 
visit  classrooms  and  see  what  the  children  had  been  doing.  The 
children  gave  a  short  program.  The  children,  parents  and 
friends  also  enjoyed  a  picnic  at  the  park.  We  were  so  pleased 
with  the  results  of  this  vacation  Bible  school  that  we  voted  to 
have  another  one  next  year  and  include  the  intermediate  group. 
All  of  our  services  are  well  attended,  although  it  is  vacation 
time.  The  church  decided  to  give  our  pastor  a  two  weeks'  vaca- 
tion.— Mrs.  Claude  Ullery,   South  Bend,   Ind.,  June  26. 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids. — Pre-Easter  services  were  held  during  Holy 
Week,  with  our  communion  service  on  Thursday  evening.  On 
Friday  evening  the  theme  was  The  Cross  and  Victory,  and  the 
play,  The  Challenge  of  the  Cross,  was  given.  All  of  these  serv- 
ices were  well  attended.  The  Easter  morning  message  was  The 
Message  of  the  Resurrection,  and  in  the  evening  the  cantata. 
The  Thorn  Crowned  King,  was  beautifully  rendered  by  the 
choir.  This  was  followed  by  an  impressive  baptismal  service. 
On  April  20  the  evening  service  was  in  charge  of  the  local  Gide- 
ons. Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  the  evening 
of  May  8  with  about  100  present.  The  men  did  the  serving. 
Mother's  Day  was  observed  with  the  dedication  of  babies  at  the 
close  of  the  morning  service.  On  Sunday  evening,  June  1,  our 
pastor  brought  a  special  message  for  those  who  were  graduating 
from  high  school.  On  June  12  we  had  the  privilege  of  hearing 
Howard  Sollenberger,  recently  returned  from  China,  tell  of  his 
thrilling  experiences  during  his  two  years  of  relief  work  in  the 
interior  of  that  war-torn  country.  The  young  people's  con- 
ference of  the  churches  of  the  Eastern  part  of  our  district  was 
held  in  the  near-by  Robins  church,  June  14  and  15.  Our  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  was  held  for  two  weeks  beginning  June  9, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  fifty.  The  closing  exercises  were 
held  on  the  evening  of  June  22  with  a  worth-while  program  and 
a  large  audience.  From  time  to  time  we  are  receiving  new 
members  who  are  coming  to  our  city  from  other  places.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff,  will  welcome  information  from 
those  who  know  of  members  or  friends  who  are  coming  to  Ce- 
dar Rapids.  All  of  our  services  are  being  well  attended  during 
the  summer  season. — J.  K.  Miller,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  June  24. 

Coon  River. — At  our  business  meeting  in  April  it  was  decided 
to  start  a  pastor's  fund.  Previously  our  ministers  have  never 
received  any  financial  support.  The  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet was  held  the  last  part  of  April.  Mrs.  D.  D.  Fleishman  from 
Dallas  Center  was  the  guest  speaker.  Our  series  of  meetings 
started  on  May  19  and  lasted  for  two  weeks.  Bro.  Landis  was 
the  evangelist  and  Bro.  Miller  had  charge  of  the  song  services. 
The  audience  was  greatly  inspired  by  the  messages.  The  ladies' 
aid  was  invited  to  spend  the  day  with  the  Panther  Creek  aid 
society  on  May  28.  Our  love  feast  was  Sunday  evening,  June  8. 
Most    of   our   new   members   were    there    to    commune    with    us. 


On  Sunday,  June  22,  Bro.  Earl  Deardorff  conducted  a  service  for 
the  ten  babies  present.  Several  of  our  regular  members  have 
been  unable  to  meet  with  us  this  winter  and  spring  because  of 
illness.  We  hope  they  may  be  able  to  be  in  our  midst  in  the 
near  future. — Mrs.  Ralph  Wood,  Panora,   Iowa,  June  24. 

Libertyville. — We  met  in  council  on  June  7  with  Eld.  Glenn 
Carr  in  charge.  Bro.  W.  N.  Glotfelty  is  planning  to  attend  An- 
nual Meeting  and  will  act  as  a  delegate.  Brethren  Glenn  Carr 
and  Paul  Sommers  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing at  the  Ottumwa  church.  The  men  are  to  meet  in  the  near 
future  to  make  plans  for  their  men's  work  organization.  If 
some  outside  help  can  be  secured  a  vacation  Bible  school  will 
be  held  sometime  this  summer.  Three  letters  of  membership 
were  presented  and  accepted  recently.  The  inside  of  the  church 
was  redecorated  this  spring.  The  ladies'  aid  selected  and  paid 
for  the  new  paper.  The  church  will  be  wired  for  electricity 
this  summer.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  reorganized  recently  with 
Bro.  Paul  Sommers  as  leader.  There  is  some  talk  of  organizing 
a  junior  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Our  attendance  has  been  good  the  last  few 
weeks.  We  have  entered  the  county  Sunday-school  attendance 
contest. — Mrs.  J.  Warren  Davis,  Fairfield,  Iowa,  June  18. 

Kansas 
Hutchinson. — There  were  five  baptized  in  the  Hutchinson 
church  on  Easter  Sunday.  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger  was  with  us 
to  begin  our  pre-Easter  meetings,  but  because  of  an  injury  from 
a  fall  he  was  not  able  to  continue,  so  Bro.  Burton  Metzler  took 
Bro.  Bittinger's  place. — Mrs.  Steve  Moyer,  Hutchinson,  Kans., 
June   24. 

North  Solomon. — Bro.  G.  G.  Canfield  and  wife  were  here  for 
a  period  of  twelve  days,  conducting  a  series  of  meetings.  The 
attendance  was  good,  considering  rain  and  high  water  which 
interfered.  We  had  planned  to  hold  our  love  feast  in  connection 
with  the  meetings,  but  it  has  been  postponed  until  fall. — Mrs. 
John  Moyer,  Harlan,  Kans.,  June  23. 

Louisiana 
Rosepine. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sunday,  June  16. 
Four  letters  were  granted.  The  delegates  to  district  meeting 
were  elected  as  follows:  Sister  Myrtle  Harriman  and  Brother 
Maurice  Woodhatch.  Since  our  last  writing  our  pastor,  Bro. 
George  Hallett,  has  resigned  and  gone  to  Pennsylvania  to  make 
his  home.  Bro.  Woodhatch  preaches  the  first  Sunday  and  Bro. 
Firestone  the  third  Sunday  of  the  month,  so  we  still  have  our 
regular  appointments  filled.  Our  union  Sunday  school  com- 
bined Mother's,  Father's  and  children's  day  into  one  day  and 
called  it  family  day.  A  very  good  program  was  given.  On  the 
evening  of  June  15  we  met  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
A.  P.  Harriman  for  our  communion  service.  Our  elder,  Bro. 
J.  B.  Firestone,  officiated. — Myrtle  Harriman,  Rosepine,  La., 
June    22. 

Missouri 
Peace  Valley. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  had  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  of  Virginia  with  us.  He  came  on  May  28  and  held  a  two 
weeks'  revival,  giving  us  some  wonderful  messages.  Five  souls 
were  added  to  our  church  on  June  9;  they  were  baptized  by  one 
of  our  pastors,  Bro.  P.  L.  Fike.  On  the  evening  of  June  10  we 
held  our  love  feast  with  quite  a  large  crowd  present.  We  are 
glad  to  see  our  church  growing,  and  we  have  hopes  of  others 
coming  into  the  church.  Our  sisters  have  been  working  on  packs 
to  go  to  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp.  We  would  like  to  see 
more  Brethren  people  move  into  our  community. — Mrs.  Ethel 
Broyles,  West  Plains,  Mo.,  June  18. 

Plattsburg. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock,  presided  at  our 
regular  quarterly  business  meeting  on  June  18  in  which  all  reg- 
ular business  was  disposed  of  and  plans  for  the  summer  made. 
Our  Sunday  vacation  Bible  school  began  on  June  22.  This  is  a 
new  venture  in  our  church.  It  will  continue  for  eight  weeks 
and  is  to  be  conducted  at  the  regular  Sunday-school  hour  for 
the  class  and  study  period.  The  preaching  hour  will  be  given 
over  to  all  other  activities  of  the  regular  vacation  Bible  school 
since  it  will  embrace  only  the  children  and  juniors  and  will  not 
interfere  with  our  regular  preaching  program.  This  vacation 
school  will  be  held  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  The  financial 
reports  were  accepted  and  $126  has  been  sent  to  our  Brethren 
Service  training  camps.  Our  Conference  Offering  amounted  to 
$60.  During  the  past  spring  months  our  attendance  has  been 
increasing  and  meetings  have  been  held  regularly  excepting 
when  there  is  an  occasional  bad  road  condition  due  to  heavy 
rains.  In  due  time  we  hope  to  have  our  highway  extension  re- 
surfaced with  gravel  for  an  all-weather  road  again.  Our  Easter 
program  had  to  be  postponed  a  week  because  of  very  bad 
weather,  but  an  appreciative  audience  enjoyed  the  pageant  when 
it  was  presented.  Our  pastor  gave  the  Easter  message  at  a 
union  early  morning  Easter  service  in  the  Plattsburg  Presby- 
terian church.  Our  communion  service  was  held  on  Sunday 
evening,  May  11.  Mother's  Day  was  appropriately  observed  at 
the  regular  preaching  hour  by  a  pantomime  entitled  Mother's 
Dream,  with  some  special  musical  numbers  which  helped  to 
interpret  that  dream.  The  ladies'  circle  held  their  annual  moth- 
er and  daughter  program  with  a  tea  given  at  the  church  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  May  25.  An  appropriate  program  built  around 
the  motto,  The  Home,  which  adorns  many  of  our  homes,  was 
given,  after  which  refreshments  were  served  and  a  social  hour 
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was  enjoyed.  There  were  sixty-one  in  attendance.  There  has 
been  some  sickness  among  some  of  our  leaders;  their  absence 
has  had  some  effect  on  the  work.  Our  pastor  delivered  the 
baccalaureate  sermon  to  the  high  school  graduating  class  on 
May  18.  Bro.  Bruce  Williams  of  Egeland.  N.  Dak.,  was  a  guest 
speaker  at  our  regular  Sunday  service,  June  22.  This  is  the 
former  home  of  Bro.  Williams,  who  with  his  brother,  Bro.  Perry 
Williams  of  Sterling,  Colo.,  was  called  home  on  account  of  the 
death  of  their  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Shoemaker  Williams.  Our 
pastor  recently  held  a  revival  at  the  Rockingham  church. — Ada 
Sell,  Plattsburg.  Mo.,   June   23. 

Nebraska 

Aflon. — We  have  been  without  a  pastor  for  more  than  four 
years.  During  this  time  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
some  of  our  brethren  from  places  not  too  far  distant  come  and 
preach  for  us.  For  a  couple  of  years  we  have  planned  to  have 
preaching  on  the  second  Sunday  of  every  month.  When  no  one 
was  available  our  elder,  Bro.  D.  G.  Wine,  brought  us  the  mes- 
sage. For  the  summer  we  are  glad  to  have  Bro.  Wilber  Hoover 
with  us.  On  June  15  he  preached  his  first  sermon,  after  which 
a  basket  dinner  was  held  at  the  church.  Bro.  Coppock  and  wife 
from  Ohio  were  with  us  and  he  preached  in  the  evening. — Emily 
D.  Moore,  Cambridge,  Nebr. 

Enders. — We  have  enjoyed  many  pleasant  occasions  recently. 
On  May  11  the  fathers  and  daughters  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a 
banquet  in  honor  of  the  mothers  and  sons  of  the  organization, 
and  on  June  22  the  mothers  and  sons  gave  a  dinner  and  after- 
noon program  for  the  fathers  and  daughters.  On  the  evening  of 
June  22  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  their  parents  drove  to  a  neighbor- 
ing country  church,  to  which  they  had  been  invited  by  the 
Methodist  youth  rally,  for  the  services  there.  On  June  7  the 
quarterly  council  of  the  church  was  held,  at  which  meeting  the 
committees  at  work  gave  heartening  reports  concerning  the  vari- 
ous activities  of  the  church.  It  was  our  pleasure  on  June  8  to 
receive  as  our  guests  at  the  morning  worship,  for  the  dinner 
hour,  and  during  an  afternoon  of  lantern  slides  and  visiting 
Bro.  E.  M.  Hersch  and  Brother  and  Sister  H.  A.  Brandt  and 
daughter  from  Elgin,  who  were  enroute  to  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference. Loving  service  and  good  fellowship  make  these  occa- 
sions memorable  and  endearing.  We  feel  very  keenly  the  ab- 
sence of  our  faithful  member,  former  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president,  and 
Messenger  correspondent,  Miss  Vesta  Wine,  who  has  accepted  a 
stenographic  position  in  Kansas  City,  thus  accounting  for  the 
present  signature. — Leta  Wine,  Imperial,  Nebr.,  June  24. 

Ohio 

Eaton. — Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Eby  represented  us  at  the 
district  meeting,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Ivan  Eikenberry  were 
our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference.  One  hundred  six  were  in 
attendance  at  our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  8.  On 
June  8  the  pastor  delivered  a  fine  children's  sermon  in  the 
morning,  and  in  the  evening  the  children  put  on  the  program, 
Truths  by  the  Wayside.  On  Father's  Day  the  women  had  charge 
and  we  enjoyed  a  very  impressive  service.  Bro.  Teach  from  the 
Brookville  church  officiated  at  our  love  feast.  The  men's  work 
committee  entertained  the  men's  circuit  rally  on  June  29.  On 
July  6  we  will  have  our  annual  Sunday-school  outing.  The 
young  people  have  been  glad  for  the  marked  increase  shown  in 
their  treasury.  In  all  departments  the  offerings  have  increased 
to  some  extent  and  many  are  enjoying  the  privilege  of  giving 
back  the  tithe  to  the  Lord.  In  September  we  are  having  a  home- 
coming and  at  this  time  we  plan  to  burn  the  church  mortgage. 
Since  the  last  report,  two  have  been  received  by  baptism.  The 
union  vacation  Bible  school  was  well  attended.  It  was  conducted 
by  Mary  A.  Storer  of  our  church. — Cora  Geeting,  Eaton,  Ohio, 
July  1. 

Wooster. — On  Easter  morning  the  children  presented  a  fine 
program.  Bro.  Shepfer  of  Sugarcreek  conducted  our  love  feast 
on  May  4.  Bro.  Horst  gave  the  morning  message  and  assisted  in 
the  communion  services.  On  Mother's  Day  plants  were  pre- 
sented to  the  oldest  mother,  Mrs.  D.  M.  Brubaker;  the  young- 
est mother,  Mrs.  Martha  King;  and  the  mother  having  the  most 
children  present,  Mrs.  Melvin  Hochstetler.  On  May  18  our  one 
hundredth  anniversary  and  home-coming  was  celebrated  with 
the  largest  attendance  present  in  the  church's  history.  About 
300  attended  the  basket  dinner,  at  which  old  acquaintances  were 
renewed.  The  subject  for  Bro.  Glenn  McFadden's  home-coming 
message  was  Men  of  Faith.  Bro.  Russell  Bollinger  of  Ashland 
spoke  on  The  Inheritance  of  the  Fathers  at  the  anniversary 
services.  The  historical  data  of  the  church  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Miriam  Fetter  and  Mrs.  Arline  Steiner.  Our  pastor  is  at- 
tending the  La  Verne  Conference.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  his 
absence  Bro.  Cassel  of  Ashland  gave  the  morning  message. — 
Mrs.  Ivan  Moomaw,  Wooster,  Ohio,  June  21. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — Several  of  our  members  are  now  attending  the 
La  Verne  Conference.  At  our  council,  held  June  15,  Bro.  C.  N. 
Stutsman  was  elected  church  delegate  to  the  Conference.  Our 
Conference  Offering  was  $54.  Bro.  R.  C.  Flory  is  the  trustee 
for  our  assembly  for  one  year.  Our  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing, which  will  be  held  July  21-27  at  Camp  Myrtlewood,  are  Olga 
Johnson  and  R.  C.  Flory.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  visit 
from  Sister  Anetta  Mow  in  July.     Our  men's  work  has  been  re- 


organized with  Bro.  Mose  Drake  as  president.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
C.  N.  Stutsman,  will  broadcast  the  services  from  our  church  on 
every  fifth  Sunday  of  the  month  over  KUIN,  Grants  Pass,  Oreg. 
— Teckla  Olsen,  Grants  Pass,  Oreg.,  June  18. 

Pennsylvania 

Leamersville. — Since  our  last  report,  seven  have  been  added  to 
our  number  by  baptism.  Three  of  our  church  members,  one  of 
whom  was  a  deacon  and  also  our  treasurer,  were  called  to  their 
home  beyond  during  the  last  year.  Our  communion  and  vari- 
ous other  services  have  been  well  attended  in  spite  of  the  handi^ 
caps  caused  by  a  fire  which  partially  burned  our  house  of  wor- 
ship last  October.  Our  Sunday  school  has  been  growing.  At 
present  we  have  140  on  our  roll.  We  have  started  to  rebuild 
and  remodel  our  church.  The  work  is  going  along  very  nicely 
and  we  expect  to  have  it  completed  by  early  fall.  Almost  all  of 
the  old  officers  were  re-elected  at  our  quarterly  council. — Mrs. 
Fred  J.  Claar,  Claysburg,  Pa.,  June  24. 

Meyersdale. — Since  the  departure  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt 
L.  Miller,  and  his  family  to  attend  the  Annual  Conference,  we 
have  been  having  services  each  Sunday  conducted  by  our  local 
ministers:  Bro.  Guy  N.  Hartman,  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Somerset  County,  and  Brethren  Samuel  J.  Berkley 
and  William  Gauntz,  who  all  hold  membership  in  our  congrega- 
tion. Yesterday  we  had  a  real  treat  when  Bro.  T.  Rodney 
Coffman  of  Pittsburgh,  who  was  our  pastor  for  a  period  of  about 
eight  years  and  recently  retired  from  the  active  ministry  after 
having  served  the  Somerset  congregation  for  some  time, 
preached  at  both  services.  In  the  morning  his  theme  was  The 
Man  of  the  Hour,  and  in  the  evening  he  spoke  on  the  subject. 
Multiplying  Your  Worth.  Your  correspondent  received  word 
yesterday  from  Pastor  Miller  that  he  hoped  to  arrive  in  Meyers- 
dale  with  Mrs.  Miller  and  son  tomorrow  and  that  on  Sunday 
morning,  July  6,  he  would  present  The  High  Lights  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  at  the  evening  service  he  would  speak  on  the 
theme,  Faith  Is  the  Victory.  The  union  Bible  school  of  Meyers- 
dale  .opened  today  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  ministerial 
association.  Owing  to  renovations  being  made  in  the  Main 
Street  Brethren  church,  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Lorenz  will  use  the 
facilities  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Brother  and  Sister 
Miller,  pastors  of  our  church,  will  be  absent  for  the  opening 
of  the  school,  but  upon  their  return  they  will  supervise  the 
musical  program  and  arrange  for  the  annual  picnic  that  will 
take  place  at  the  end  of  the  session.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  K.  Hilner 
of  the  Zion  Lutheran  church  will  have  charge  of  the  kindergar- 
ten department;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  Carl  Buterbaugh  of  the  First 
Methodist  church  will  have  charge  of  the  primary  group.  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Lorenz  of  the  Brethren  church  will  have  charge  of 
the  junior  group,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  C.  Brown  of  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  church  will  teach  the  intermediates. 
— W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  June  30. 

Mingo. — At  the  spring  council  one  church  letter  was  granted. 
The  ladies'  aid  gave  a  fine  report  of  the  work  done  in  the  past 
year.  A  motion  was  made  to  do  our  share  in  the  advancement 
of  the  work  camps  for  conscientious  objectors.  We  were  repre- 
sented by  delegates  at  the  district  meeting  at  Hatfield  on  April 
30  and  May  1  and  also  at  the  Sunday-school  and  missionary 
meeting  at  the  Skippack  house  on  Memorial  Day.  Bro.  Paul 
Hessler  was  elected  president  of  the  Christian  Workers  group. 
Our  revival  meetings  were  held  from  May  25  to  June  8,  with  Bro. 
Walter  Hartman  of  Annville  as  the  evangelist.  He  gave  helpful 
messages  and  the  services  were  well  attended.  As  a  result  one 
young  man  was  baptized.  Sister  Anna  Wisler  is  representing 
our  church  at  Annual  Conference.  A  vacation  Bible  school  will 
be  conducted  in  the  Skippack  house. — Leona  Royer,  Royersford, 
Pa.,  June  24. 

Shamokin. — On  May  7  in  place  of  our  prayer  service  a  number 
of  members  from  the  Missionary  Alliance  church  were  with  us 
for  a  very  impressive  baptismal  service.  Several  of  their  group 
and  three  of  ours  were  baptized.  Our  young  people  have  been 
helping  very  nicely  and  presented  special  musical  numbers  and 
readings  for  both  Mother's  Day  and  Father's  Day.  The  children's 
service  on  Sunday  evening,  June  22,  was  well  presented.  A  play 
entitled  God's  Loving  Purpose  was  given  by  children  from  all 
departments  of  the  Sunday  school.  Our  love  feast,  held  May  25, 
was  well  attended  and  was  the  most  impressive  service  we  have 
had  for  some  time.  We  are  now  trying  to  create  a  fund  for 
making  repairs  at  the  church  and  parsonage. — Desna  Weikel, 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  June  27. 

Somerset. — Sunday,  April  27,  was  Juniata  day  in  our  church. 
Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  president  of  Juniata  College,  was  the  speaker  at 
the  morning  service.  On  May  16  the  mothers  and  daughters  of 
the  church  met  for  a  covered  dish  dinner  and  an  evening  of  fel- 
lowship. Sister  Mary  Gauntz  Cumming,  returned  missionary  to 
China,  was  the  speaker.  Gifts  were  presented  to  the  oldest  and 
youngest  mothers  present  and  to  the  mother  with  the  most 
daughters  present.  On  May  27  Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker,  returned 
missionary  to  India,  was  with  us  and  delivered  a  splendid  mes- 
sage. The  children  of  the  Sunday  school  presented  a  children's 
day  program  on  Sunday  evening,  June  8.  The  following  Tues- 
day evening  we  were  privileged  to  hear  a  sacred  concert  by  the 
Meyersdale  choir,  directed  by  Bro.  DeWitt  Miller.  The  com- 
munity daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  for  two  weeks, 
beginning  June  9.  A  number  of  our  children  attended.  The 
closing  program  was  held   in   our  church.     The  motion   picture, 
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Life  of  Christ,  was  presented  on  June  20  and  21.  We  are  making 
plans  for  our  twentieth  anniversary  and  home-coming  on  Aug. 
17. — Mrs.   Charles  A.   Cage,  Jr.,  Somerset,   Pa.,  June  22. 

Welsh  Run. — On  May  16  we  commenced  our  series  of  meet- 
ings conducted  by  Bro.  Christian  Gibble  of  Manheim,  Pa.  He 
preached  sixteen  Spirit-filled  sermons,  always  expounding  the 
gospel  to  us  in  purity  and  simplicity.  There  was  good  attend- 
ance all  through  the  meeting.  As  the  result  of  his  effort,  one 
was  received  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter.  On  May  31  we  held 
our  love  feast  with  a  good  attendance:  visiting  Brethren  present 
were  L.  R.  Dettra,  Paul  Miller,  Albert  Niswander  and  Edgar 
Landis.  Bro.  Gibble  officiated  and  also  preached  the  following 
Sunday  morning  sermon. — John  D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa., 
June    17. 

Virginia 

Basseil. — Attendance  and  interest  at  both  the  Sunday  school 
and  church  services  have  been  very  good.  Our  pastor  was  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Central  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  in 
a  series  of  evangelistic  services.  May  4-18.  Bro.  West's  sermons 
were  very  inspiring,  and  as  a  direct  result  two  came  into  the 
church  by  letter  and  three  by  baptism.  Baptism  will  be  ad- 
ministered on  Sunday  to  eight  applicants.  One  other  has  also 
come  by  letter.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
June  9-20.  The  total  enrollment  was  eighty-nine  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  seventy-six.  The  offering  amounted  to  $8.04 
and  will  be  used  for  relief  work  in  China.  Our  church  will  be 
represented  at  Camp  Bethel  by  the  following  groups;  intermedi- 
ates, young  people  and  youth  leadership.  Our  young  people  are 
giving  a  public  program  on  the  fifth  Sunday  night,  in  which 
camp  activities  will  be  portrayed.  A  number  of  our  women  at- 
tended the  district  women's  meeting  in  the  Bethlehem  church 
some  time  ago.  We  greatly  appreciate  having  the  different  vis- 
iting ministers  fill  the  appointments  during  the  absence  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Raymon  E.  Eller,  who  recently  underwent  a  tonsilar 
operation. — Mrs.  Price  E.  Bowman,  Bassetts,  Va.,  June  23. 

Schoolfield. — We  were  happy  to  have  Bro.  Ray  Reed  of  Bridge- 
water  College  speak  to  us  on  April  12.  We  also  enjoyed  the 
singing  of  a  male  quartet  from  the  college  on  the  same  program. 
Our  spring  revival  began  May  4  and  continued  for  two  weeks, 
with  Bro.  C.  M.  Key  of  Roanoke  bringing  very  helpful  and  in- 
spiring messages.  Communion  services  were  held  on  May  25 
with  our  pastor  officiating.  Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was 
held  June  1.  Bro.  L.  A.  Bowman  was  called  to  serve  as  pastor 
for  another  year.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  see  about 
getting  new  seats  for  the  church.  The  following  delegates  were 
elected    to    district    conference;    Bro.    L.    A.    Bowman    and    Sis- 


ter Ora  Swift.  We  expect  to  begin  a  two  weeks'  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  on  July  7.  Bro.  L.  A.  Bowman  will  preach  the  ded- 
icatory sermon  at  the  new  church  at  Figsboro  on  June  29.  Since 
the  last  report  there  have  been  nine  baptized,  two  received  by 
letter  and  one  rededicated. — Lonie  Kirks,  Schoolfield,  Va., 
June  23. 

Wisconsin 

Rice  Lake. — The  vacation  Bible  school  closed  with  a  good  at- 
tendance throughout  and  as  a  direct  result  five  young  lives 
were  baptized  into  the  church  along  with  two  adults.  We  have 
added  a  water  heater  to  our  baptistry,  which  has  already  proved 
itself  a  useful  asset  to  the  church.  The  ladies'  aid  celebrated 
its  twenty-first  birthday  with  a  program  and  lunch  served  in  the 
basement.  Each  member  was  charged  a  penny  for  each  year, 
or  twenty-one  cents  each,  by  which  $13  was  added  to  our  church 
fund.  Some  of  the  highlights  of  the  past  work  of  the  aid  were 
read,  showing  some  wonderful  work  accomplished  by  our  ladies. 
Only  one  of  the  charter  members,  Sister  L.  T.  Vine,  was  present 
at  the  meeting.  One  thing  of  interest  was  the  reading  of  the 
constitution  and  by-laws,  which  few  of  the  present  members 
knew  existed.  We  feel  that  the  Lord  is  adding  his  blessing  to 
all  efforts  put  forth  here  and  the  future  outlook  remains 
brighter. — George  M.  Hineline,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  June  29. 

White  Rapids. — Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Hersch  of  Elgin,  111., 
have  arrived  to  take  up  their  summer  pastorate  here.  We  en- 
joy very  much  having  such  fine  young  people  lead  us  in  our 
work.  The  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  June  17  with  Bro. 
Hersch  officiating.  It  was  decided  that  we  would  use  the  en- 
velope system  of  giving.  We  also  decided  to  send  two  delegates 
to  Annual  Conference.  Brother  and  Sister  Noah  D.  Heestand 
were  chosen.  On  June  18  Bro.  Hersch  delivered  a  radio  address 
on  the  morning  devotions  hour  over  the  local  station.  Barbara 
VanKirk  and  Martha  Smith  sang;  Mrs.  Hersch  accompanied  them 
and  also  read  a  poem,  America  First.  On  Sunday,  June  22,  we 
celebrated  the  first  anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  our  new 
church.  The  theme  of  the  morning  worship  was  Re-dedication. 
The  program  included  special  music  and  poetry.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  will  be  held  from  July  7  to  18.  Evangel- 
istic meetings  will  be  held  during  the  latter  part  of  July.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  purchased  small  red  chairs  for  the  primary  de- 
partment. The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  host  to  a  young  people's  rally 
on  April  28  when  we  joined  with  the  Presbyterian  groups.  The 
fellowship  was  enjoyed  very  much.  We  are  deeply  grateful  for 
the  opportunity  to  worship  with  this  fine  group. — Barbara  Van 
Kirk,  Wausaukee,  Wis.,  June  24. 


CHRISTMAS  IS  COMING 


Doesn't  feel  much  like  it  these  hot  July  days  but  Christmas  is  coming. 
How  often  have  you  planned  to  do  your  Christmas  shopping  early. 

Greeting  cards  are  always  wanted.  We  are  ready  with  our  new  line 
of  Deluxe  Christmas  assortment.  We  are  very  enthusiastic  about  the 
assortment  this  year.  See  page  133  of  our  new  catalog  for  an  illustra- 
tion. Note  there  are  twenty-one  exguisitely  beautiful  folders  with  Scrip- 
ture verses  for  $1.00  or  an  assortment  of  twelve  for  50c. 

Extra  cash  for  Aid  Societies,  B.Y.P.D.'s,  Sunday-school  Classes  and 
other  groups  selling  these  beautiful  cards.  Write  for  special  guantity 
prices  for  resale. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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De  LUXE  $1.00  "SUNSHINE"  EVERYDAY  ASSORTMENTS 

Here  is  value  unexcelled!  Fifteen  large  De  Luxe  Folders  with  a  wide  use  of  embellishments, 
such  as  silk  ribbons,  deep  embossings,  rich  metallic  inserts,  die-cut  effects,  sparkling  silver  high- 
lights, etc.  This  fine  selection  of  assortments  represents  the  utmost  value.  The  sentiments  are  far 
above  average.     Your  friends  will  be  cheered  and  blest. 

You  get  FOUR  15c  and  ELEVEN  10c  FOLDERS  as  illustrated  here! 


i    '   'I 


Various  print- 
ing processes  and 
many  colors  were 
used  to  create  the 
beauty  of  these 
folders.  Daintily- 
tinted  flowers  are 
realistically  em- 
bossed. Fancy,  ex- 
pensive papers 
used.  Envelopes  in- 
cluded. A  big  $1.70 
value  for  only 
$1.00.  Come  in  at- 
tractive gift  box. 

NOTE:  These  same  fif- 
teen designs  are  used  in 
each  assortment  offered 
with  change  of  captions 
and  sentiments  as  fol- 
lows: 


2   CHEER-UP  BOXES 

Containing    13    Get-Well    and    2    Sym- 
pathy Folders 
Box  No.  44 — Gives  you  choice  Christian 

sentiments  and  selected  Bible  verses. 
Box  No.  440 — Offers  general  sentiments 

and   omits   Bible    verses. 

Price,  $1.00  Each 


2  FRIENDSHIP  BOXES 

6  Birthday,  6  Get-Well,  2  Sympathy, 

1  Anniversary 

Box  No.  55 — Gives  you  choice  Christian 

sentiments  and  selected  Bible  verses. 

Box  No.  550 — Offers   general   sentiments 

and  omits  Bible  verses. 

Price,  $1.00  Each 


2    BIRTHDAY    BOXES 

Containing     15    De    Luxe    Birthday 

Folders 

Box  No.  66 — Gives  you  choice  Christian 

sentiments  and  selected  Bible  verses. 
Box  No.  660 — Offers   general   sentiments 

and  omits  Bible  verses. 

Price,  $1.00  Each 


Also  we  offer  a  Convenient  Home  Assortment  for  50c.  as  follows: 

Box  No.  26 — Twelve  lovely  folders  printed  in  special  seven-color  offset  effect  with  inspiring  messages  and  especially 
chosen  Bible  passages  which  make  these  folders  most  desirable  to  use  in  friendships  worth  treasuring.  Average  size 
4x5   inches.      All    French   folders.      Envelopes   included.      Attractive   box,    50c. 

Box  No.  230 — Similar  to  No.  26,  without  Scripture  text— 50c.  Box  No.  B20 — All    Birthday   with    Scripture    text — 50c. 

Box  No.  B200— Without   Scripture   text— 50c. 

XI 0 — Everyday   assortment    without    Birthday — 50c.  XI 00 — Without  Scripture  text — 50c. 

Special  prices  in  quantities  for  resale 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around  the  World 


The     Catholic    Missions     Crusade 

will  sponsor  a  radio  broadcast  to  15 
Latin  American  countries,  beginning 
in  October  and  continuing  through 
the  season. 

For  the  second  time  since  March 
20,  the  War  Cry,  Salvation  Army 
weekly,  has  been  ordered  to  suspend 
publication  by  Nazi  authorities  in 
Amsterdam,  Holland. 

A  weekly  column  of  world-wide, 
interdenominational  news  is  being 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Missions 
and  Church  Extension  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  to  a  number  of  daily 
and  weekly  newspapers  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

Contrary    to    predictions,    the 

American  birth  rate  in  the  first  four 
months  of  1941  jumped  to  an  indi- 
cated figure  of  18.5  per  thousand 
population,  the  highest  since  1930; 
20,000  more  babies  were  born  in  that 
period  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1940. 

The  Doyne  bill,  which  was  de- 
signed to  prohibit  the  possession  of 
obscene  literature  in  the  state  of 
Wisconsin,  is  apparently  dead  al- 
though it  was  passed  by  both  houses 
without  a  dissenting  vote.  The  legis- 
lature adjourned  before  the  bill  had 
been  given  final  approval. 

Eighty  leaders  of  the  Disciples  of 
Christ  throughout  the  United  States 
have  completed  arrangements  for 
raising  a  fund  of  $1,000,000  to 
meet  emergencies  brought  about  by 
war.  The  campaign  will  continue 
through  1941  and  1942  and  will  en- 
list all  agencies  of  the  church. 

WPA  Administrator  Howard  O. 
Hunter  ordered  415,000  persons 
dropped  from  the  rolls  by  July  1 
and  the  closing  down  of  all  projects 
in  1,500  counties  in  47  states  within 
30  days  in  order  to  reduce  the  total 
on  work  relief  to  1,000,000  persons, 
the  lowest  since  the  creation  of  the 
agency. 

In  a  period  of  ten  years,  five  out 
of  six  high  school  graduates  in  a 
county  in  Georgia  had  gone  else- 
where for  their  careers.  Of  the  grad- 
uating class  of  the  present  year,  only 
three  out  of  28  expect  to  find  ca- 
reers at  home.  Of  six  boys  who  live 
in  farm  homes,  only  one  expects  to 
be  a  farmer. 


The  fact  that  more  than  67  per 
cent  of  the  amusement  dollar  is 
spent  for  movies  in  the  United 
States  indicates  the  potential 
strength  of  this  social  institution. 


Since  the  convening  of  the 
fourth  White  House  Conference 
on  Children  in  a  Democracy, 
nearly  fifty  national  organizations 
representing  a  wide  variety  of  in- 
terests, but  all  concerned  with 
children,  have  taken  some  form 
of  action.  In  26  states  definite 
steps  have  been  taken  to  organize 
an  intensive  consideration  of  their 
present  health,  educational  and 
welfare  provisions;  and  an  an- 
alysis of  their  adequacy  as  to  pro- 
gram, administration  and  applica- 
tion to  all  parts  of  the  state  and 
to  all  children.  In  at  least  ten  of 
the  states  the  study  program  is 
well  advanced  and,  in  some  of 
these,  county-by-county  studies 
are  under  way.  In  eight  states 
follow-up  groups  have  resulted 
from  discussions  of  the  White 
House  conferences.  In  half  a 
dozen  the  governor  of  each  state 
has  been  persuaded  to  designate 
a  follow-up  group. 


Serious  literature  is  a  growing  in- 
terest in  Great  Britain.  Soldiers, 
sailors,  airmen,  civilian  defense  vol- 
unteers, men  and  women  in  the 
country  are  demanding  books  with 
depth  of  thought. 

New  statistics,  quoted  by  the 
Vatican  radio,  show  that  Roman 
Catholics  outnumber  all  other  Chris- 
tian bodies  in  the  world— 385,000,000 
as  compared  with  210,000,000  Prot- 
estants of  all  denominations. 

A  Mennonite  colony  in  Paraguay  is 
facing  an  economic  crisis  caused  by 
blockade  of  German  shipping.  Aft- 
er the  world  war  the  colony  was  es- 
tablished for  Mennonites  of  Russia, 
France  and  other  warring  countries. 
The  chief  export  was  cotton  which 
was  sold  to  Germany. 

At  present,  there  are  available  on 
talking  books  for  the  blind  the  com- 
plete New  Testament  on  forty  rec- 
ords and  the  following  books  of  the 
Old  Testament  on  thirty-three  rec- 
ords: Ruth,  Esther,  Job,  Psalms, 
Proverbs,  Isaiah,  Daniel,  Hosea,  Joel, 
Amos,  Micah  and  Nahum. 

A  bill  has  been  passed  by  the  state 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  tight- 
en local  option  law  on  Sunday  mov- 
ies by  increasing  the  requirements 
for  a  vote  from  five  per  cent  of  the 
electorate  to  twenty  per  cent  who 
must  sign  petitions  before  the  ques- 
tion can  be  placed  on  the  ballot. 

Active  lay  leaders  of  churches  of 
many  denominations  from  many 
parts  of  Ohio  will  assemble  in  New- 
ark, Sept.  13,  14,  for  the  twelfth  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Ohio  Fed- 
eration of  Men's  Bible  Classes.  An 
attendance  of  2,000  is  expected. 
Governor  Bricker  will  be  one  of  the 
speakers. 

The    Shanghai    American    school 

has  closed  its  doors.  Of  Georgian 
architecture,  covering  15  acres  of 
green  lawns,  the  school  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  American 
educational  institutions  outside  the 
United  States.  American  business 
men  and  missionaries  were  equally 
represented  on  the  board  of  trustees. 

The  largest  center  of  theological 
education  in  America,  Chicago,  ap- 
pears likely  to  become  even  more 
important.  In  addition  to  the  15 
seminaries  now  there  and  numerous 
schools  like  Moody  Bible  Institute, 
the  United  Lutherans  are  attempt- 
ing to  merge  their  Springfield,  Ohio, 
seminary  with  the  Chicago  Lutheran 
Seminary  in  the  suburb  of  May- 
wood. 
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Yes,  Character  Counts 

There  is  a  blotter  on  my  desk  with  an  attractive 
design  engraved  on  it  including  the  words,  "Char- 
acter counts  in  this  modern  world."  It  is  put  out 
by  one  of  our  best-known  character  building  agen- 
cies and  as  one  studies  the  face  of  the  young  man 
looking  at  the  world  map  before  him,  one  must 
wonder  if  he  isn't  wondering  whether  the  words 
are  true. 

What  can  he  think  as  he  sees  the  utter  moral 
confusion  in  high  places  as  well  as  low?  The  most 
sacred  pledges  made,  only  to  be  broken  at  the  mak- 
er's convenience?  The  most  solemnly  affirmed  po- 
sitions repudiated  with  the  excuse  that  conditions 
have  changed?  Does  character  really  count  in  such 
a  world? 

It  does.  It  counts  in  finding  fellowship  with  the 
worthiest  spirits.  There  are  still  many  people 
whose  word  can  be  trusted.  It  counts  in  the  prepa- 
ration and  steady  accumulation  of  the  materials 
with  which  an  ordered  society  will  again  be  built 
when  the  present  insanity  has  run  its  course.  It 
counts  in  the  secret  satisfactions  of  those  who  pos- 
sess it,  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  perjurers  and 
trucebreakers  to  understand  and,  fortunately,  far 
beyond  their  power  to  destroy.  e.  f. 

Back  to  the  Grind 

There  is  something  to  be  said  for  staying  by  the 
stuff,  or  keeping  in  stride  with  the  daily  grind.  Or 
so  one  person  thought  when  he  returned  from  a 
month's  absence  to  find  his  desk  loaded  with  an 
accumulation  of  matters,  most  of  which  seemed 
to  require  immediate  attention. 

It  is  true  that  the  advantages  of  getting  away 
are  real.  A  vacation — if  it  is  one — may  bring  rest, 
change,  inspiration,  a  new  point  of  view.  But 
even  such  advantages  come  at  a  price.  The  vaca- 
tioner is  lucky  if  he  does  not  find  that  he  has  to 
recover  from  his  vacation. 

Perhaps  a  better  regimen  is  that  suggested  by 


the  human  heart.  It  works  day  and  night.  No 
weeks  or  months  are  taken  off.  The  secret  of  its 
power  to  beat  on  year  after  year  is  not  two  weeks 
vacation  with  pay,  but  a  little  rest  between  each 
beat.  h.  a.  B. 

Mightier  Than  the  Sword 

Two  of  the  mightiest  forces  in  human  experi- 
ence are  the  expulsive  power  of  a  new  affection, 
as  a  great  sermon  of  another  generation  put  it, 
and  the  driving  power  of  a  great  conviction,  as  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  Hebrews  might  have  put  it. 

That  would  have  been  no  improvement  on  the 
way  said  chapter  did  put  it.  We  are  only  asking 
you  to  note  that  the  great  truth  we  find  so  much 
need  of  stressing  now  is  the  very  one  that  inspired 
that  precious  scripture.  Human  need  is  essential- 
ly the  same  now  as  then.  The  great  peril  is  the 
same.    The  defense  is  the  same. 

That  peril  is  the  weakening  of  faith  in  the 
superior  power  of  spirit  energy.  For  some,  the 
danger  goes  farther,  even  to  the  loss  of  faith  in 
any  spiritual  reality,  including  God.  Many,  how- 
ever, who  stoutly  insist  that  spirit  force  is  a  fact, 
do  not  consider  it  able  to  cope  successfully  with 
such  powers  of  evil  as  have  been  let  loose  in  our 
world  today.  Unless  these  powers  are  restrained 
by  a  still  mightier  aggregation  of  physical  might, 
they  would  despair  of  the  preservation  of  Christi- 
anity. 

These  good  and  trembling  people  do  not  realize 
how  much  their  feeling  is  like  that  of  the  Chris- 
tians for  whom  the  eleventh  chapter  of  Hebrews 
was  written.  The  foundations  of  faith  were  crum- 
bling for  them  too.  The  temple,  the  symbol  of 
God's  presence  with  his  people,  had  gone  or  was 
going.  The  institutions  of  religion,  which  to  them 
embodied  the  substance  of  religion  itself,  were 
likewise  passing  away.  The  nation  which  had  suf- 
fered so  much  in  the  past  and  had  been  partially 
restored  for  a  time,  was  now  under  the  oppressive 
yoke  of  a  hated  foreigner,  undergoing  more  com- 


The  Gospel  Messenger,  official  organ  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Published  weekly  by  Brethren  Publishing  House,  E.  M. 
Hersch,  General  Manager,  16  to  24  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.,  at  $2.00  per  annum,  in  advance.  (Canada  75c  extra.)  Entered  at  the 
post  office  at  Elgin,  111.,  as  Second-class  Matter.  Acceptance  for  mailing  at  special  rate  of  postage  provided  for  in  section  1103, 
Act  of  October  3,  1917,  authorized  August  20,  1918.     Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 


mu 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  26,  1941 


plete  dissolution  than  ever  before.    How  could  the 
people  of  God  keep  on  trusting  him? 

The  letter  to  the  Hebrews  was  the  answer. 
Wasn't  it  a  good  one?  Let  them  look  at  the  roll 
of  the  valiant  in  the  ages  past.  They  also  lived  in 
trying  times  and  see  what  they  endured  and 
achieved  through  faith.  That  was  a  large  part  of 
the  answer,  but  there  was  another  part.  They 
must  not  expect  everything  to  be  preserved  and 
restored  as  they  had  known  it.  Essential  verities 
could  live  in  other  forms  and  would.  Some  values 
that  seemed  precious  were  indeed  being  shaken, 
but  the  eternally  precious  ones  could  not  be  shak- 
en and  would  remain.  What  a  strengthener  to 
trembling  faith  that  must  have  been. 

It  should  have  the  attention  of  the  whole  church 
now.  Nothing  could  be  more  suited  to  the  present 
need.  A  vital  faith,  able  to  stand  up  under  the 
stress  and  strain  of  times  like  ours  cannot  be  whis- 
tled into  being  out  of  nowhere.  It  can  be  built, 
however,  when  we  have  substantial  stuff  to  work 
with.  That  is  exactly  what  we  have  in  this  great 
message  from  the  first  Christian  century. 

Its  appeal  is  to  experience  in  the  broadest  and 
best  sense  of  that  word,  the  experience  of  the  ages. 
What  the  driving  power  of  a  great  conviction  did 
for  the  heroes  of  faith  throughout  the  successive 
centuries — that  is  the  guarantee  of  the  future.  It 
shows  that  such  a  conviction  can  have  rock,  not 
wind,  to  stand  on.  To  make  the  case  for  faith  com- 
plete, we  have  only  to  weave  into  it  that  other 
great  thread  of  thought  in  the  Hebrews  docu- 
ment. Forms  and  institutions  may,  do  and  must 
change,  but  the  essential  truth  housed  in  them 
cannot  perish.    That  lives  on. 

Can  you  believe  this?  Indeed,  how  can  you  pos- 
sibly believe  anything  else?  Faith  is  not  a  coun- 
sel of  despair.  It  is  the  demand  of  common  sense. 
The  mightiest  force  in  this  universe  is  spirit.  Re- 
demptive love  is  more  powerful  than  avenging 
hate.  The  victory  of  the  future  is  on  that  side. 
God  is  on  that  side.  Let  the  driving  power  of  that 
conviction  keep  the  church  on  that  side.      E.  f. 

They  Pay  for  Their  Farms 

"How  can  these  Amish  and  Mennonite  families 
pay  for  three  or  four  farms  in  a  lifetime?"  This 
question  is  one  which  O.  E.  Baker  is  being  asked. 
O.  E.  Baker  is  the  Senior  Agricultural  Economist  in 
the  Division  of  Farm  Population  and  Rural  Life, 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  question  is  given  added  point  when  one  con- 
siders that  while  this  is  going  on,  many  highly  com- 
mercialized farmers  have  been  losing  their  hold- 


ings to  insurance  companies  and  banks.  Eco- 
nomist Baker  does  not  profess  to  have  the  whole 
answer,  but  he  explains  in  part  that  "there  is  no 
crime  and  practically  no  poverty"  among  the 
groups  in  question. 

Just  what  this  means  becomes  evident  when 
our  authority  suggests  that  crime  in  the  United 
States  is  estimated  to  absorb  about  one-fifth  of 
the  national  income.  And  then  there  are  the  un- 
counted billions  being  paid  out  to  the  poor  and 
the  unemployed.  To  this  may  be  added  other  tax 
charges  and  the  expense  of  keeping  up  with 
spending  neighbors. 

Which  is  to  say  that  the  plain  folk  are  succeed- 
ing as  they  are  because  they  have  a  different  phi- 
losophy of  life.  It  does  make  a  difference  where 
every  one  works  and  shares,  rather  than  for  ev- 
eryone to  try  to  go  it  alone,  outsmart  his  brother 
if  he  can,  and  load  society  down  with  financial 
loads  grievous  to  be  borne.  h.  a.  b. 

In  the  Beginning 

Trying  to  find  out  when  that  was  is  about  as 
futile  an  investment  of  time  and  energy  as  mis- 
guided overzeal  could  undertake.  The  one  point 
of  practical  interest  is  the  creative  activity  of 
God.  That  is  the  message  of  the  masterful  poem 
which  is  the  first  chapter  of  our  sacred  Scriptures. 
God  was  in  the  beginning  and  he  was  very  busy 
creating  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  How  he  spent 
his  time  before  that — well,  very  probably  there 
wasn't  any  time  before  that.  Certainly  no  human 
mind  can  imagine  a  reason  for  the  postponement 
of  creation. 

That  beginning  in  which  God  made  the  worlds 
cannot  be  measured  or  located  in  terms  of  any 
time  units  which  we  know  anything  about.  It  is 
a  logical  beginning,  arising  from  the  necessity  in 
our  thinking  which  must  and  always  does  put 
something  first.  The  something  which  belongs  in 
first  place  is  God.  To  give  life  meaning  we  must 
put  him  there  and  keep  him  there.  In  our  thought 
about  "the  riddle  of  existence,"  the  day's  work, 
our  life  work,  any  new  undertaking,  everything, 
the  first  place  belongs  to  God. 

So  Jesus  urged  his  followers  to  seek  God  first, 
his  rule  and  his  Tightness.  That  wise  injunction 
is  our  best  guide  and  comfort  now.  We  need  him 
more  than  anything  else.  There  are  two  lines  of 
approach  to  him,  both  good.  One  is  the  direct 
longing  of  the  soul  for  deeper  communion  with 
him.  The  other  is  the  "inasmuch"  way,  ministry 
to  God's  suffering  children,  the  wayward  and  the 
faithful  ones,  brothers  of  Jesus  all.  The  two  ways 
belong  together  and  used  together  will  keep  God 
always  "in  the  beginning."  E.  F. 
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BY  J.  W.  LEAR 
About  as  Said  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 

The  word  service  is  highly  worked  these  days. 
It  has  varied  meanings.  The  value  of  service  de- 
pends on  the  kind  and  the  purpose.  One  may 
serve  for  monetary  reward;  political  or  social 
standing  and  prestige;  or,  from  a  sense  of  sympa- 
thy and  love  in  order  to  supply  where  there  is 
need. 

In  Los  Angeles  a  certain  service  station  adver- 
tizes to  service  one's  auto  inside  and  out  in  three 
minutes.  Division  of  labor  and  co-operation  make 
this  remarkable  feat  possible.  This  is  fine  sales 
talk,  for  in  this  age  of  continuous  and  rapid  move- 
ment, people  desire,  yea,  practically  demand 
speedy  service. 

Christian  service  is  unique.  It  registers  highest 
in  the  scale  of  values.  The  matter  of  return  in 
kind  drops  out  of  the  picture.  The  purpose  is  ob- 
jective rather  than  subjective.  Certainly  rewards 
always  accrue  from  such  service  but  they  are  not 
sought  through  the  act  of  service.  Jesus  set  a 
high  standard  when  he  said,  "He  that  would  be 
great  among  you,  let  him  be  the  servant  of  all." 
However,  if  the  motive  is  reward,  the  giver  at 
once  begins  to  lose  spiritual  dimension.  There  is 
a  service  that  lives  forever  and  there  is  a  type  that 
dies  almost  at  birth. 

Love  As  a  Motive 

Paul  glorified  service  in  terms  of  love.  He  said, 
"If  I  distribute  all  of  my  possessions  to  the  poor, 
and  give  up  my  body  to  be  burned,  but  am  desti- 
tute of  love,  it  profits  me  nothing."  This  motive 
removes  selfish  pride.  A  haughty  person  thinks 
of  self  in  an  act  of  service.  Selfishness  always 
spoils  the  beauty  of  the  service.  The  gifts  wilt  ere 
they  leave  the  possession  of  the  giver.  Jesus' 
whole  life  was  rich  with  humble  service.  No 
more  humble  man  ever  lived.  His  very  humility 
crowned  as  a  halo  his  service.  Paul  said  of  him, 
"From  the  beginning  he  had  the  nature  of  God. 
Yet  he  did  not  regard  equality  with  God  as  some- 
thing at  which  he  should  grasp.  Nay,  he  stripped 
himself  of  his  glory,  and  took  on  him  the  nature 
of  a  bondservant  by  becoming  a  man  like  other 
men.  And  being  recognized  as  truly  human,  he 
humbled  himself  and  even  stooped  to  die;  yes,  to 
die  on  a  cross  (Phil.  2:6-8)."  All  of  Jesus'  min- 
istry was  molded  in  the  deepest  humility.  His 
service  ranked  glorious  by  deeds  which  proud  peo- 
ple term  trivial. 
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The  Pull  of  Human  Need 

Jesus  avoided  publicity  as  though  it  were  rank 
poison.  A  needy  people  pulled  constantly  on  his 
virtue.  Crowds  were  nothing  to  him  unless  they 
afforded  opportunity  to  give  a  supply  of  grace. 
Nothing  could  stop  this  flow.  In  spite  of  fierce  op- 
position and  willful  misrepresentation  he  minis- 
tered to  the  needs  of  the  people.  The  greatest 
tribute  to  this  urge  came  from  his  enemies,  "He 
saved  others,  himself  he  cannot  save."  The  great- 
er the  need,  all  the  more  he  poured  out  his  supply 
of  compassion.  In  Christ  self-abnegation  for  the 
sake  of  human  need  reached  its  apex.  To  be  a 
great  benefactor  requires  first  the  vision  of  a  great 
need;  and  second,  a  compelling  urge  to  meet  that 
need.  God's  giving  was  the  result  of  a  great  love. 
Knowledge  of  need  must  be  emotionalized  by  di- 
vine love  if  it  reaches  the  vicarious  stage.  The 
great  givers  of  all  ages  have  been  the  great  lovers. 
The  love  of  Christ  for  a  lost  world,  yea,  for  his 
enemies,  constrained  Paul  to  be  a  sacrificing  am- 
bassador of  the  good  news. 

Great  Tragedies 

The  greatest  of  all  tragedies  are  not  physical, 
nor  even  mental.  Surely  there  are  countless 
wrecks  of  this  nature,  but  many  of  these  unhappy 
creatures  are  so  because  they  have  forgotten  God; 
or,  it  may  be,  have  never  known  him.  People  with 
strong  bodies  and  vigorous  minds  may  be  mis- 
guided souls  and  derelicts  in  this  world;  inventors 
of  evil  and  corrupt  practices;  covetous,  malicious 
monopolists;  grotesque  materialists  who  can  carry 
on  a  system  of  wholesale  slaughter  for  political 
and  economic  gain.  There  can  be  no  tragedy  com- 
parable to  a  soul  orphaned  from  God.  And  there 
can  be  no  service  of  greater  importance  than  the 
act  which  reconciles  a  wandering  human  star  and 
replaces  it  in  the  divine  orbit. 
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A  Sad  Picture 

It  is  a  sad  picture  indeed  to  find  individuals 
claiming  salvation  and  standing  through  the  merit 
of  Christ  Jesus,  who  can  make,  spend  and  hoard 
for  selfish  purposes  and  then  claim  poverty  when 
a  call  comes  for  church  purposes,  either  at  home 
or  abroad.  Another  attitude  hard  to  explain  is 
that  of  a  member  of  a  Christian  church  who  can 
be  touched  with  a  physical  distress,  and  will  give 
rather  liberally  to  help  alleviate  the  situation,  but 
would  give  stingily,  if  at  all,  to  a  missionary  call 
to  carry  the  good  news  to  spiritually  starving  and 
dying  people.  Still  a  third  inconsistency  is  this, 
that  occasionally  members  of  good  popular  stand- 
ing will  invest  in  shady  business  propositions  if 
there  seem  to  be  prospects  for  substantial  in- 
crease, but  when  an  opportunity  comes  to  invest 
in  the  souls  of  men,  they  are  too  poor  to  do  so. 

Impulsion  of  a  Great  Experience 

Something  must  happen  on  the  inside,  unique  in 
character,  and  different  from  the  spirit  of  the 
world,  if  the  spiritual  need,  dire  as  it  may  be,  pro- 
duces a  worthy  response.  The  great  Paul  experi- 
enced this  impulsion  after  he  made  a  full  surren- 
der to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Hear  him:  "I  count 
all  things  to  be  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord;  for  whom  I 
suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them 
but  refuse  that  I  may  gain  Christ."  When  this 
inner  communion  was  replete,  he  exclaimed:  "I 
am  debtor  both  to  Greeks  and  to  Barbarians,  both 
to  the  wise  and  to  the  foolish.  So,  as  much  as  in 
me  is,  I  am  ready  to  preach.  .  .  .  For  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  gospel." 

It  was  this  same  inner  urge  that  broke  open  the 
box  of  precious  spikenard  on  the  head  of  the  Mas- 
ter. It  was  a  rare  gift.  A  waste,  the  parsimonious 
man  said,  but  it  received  from  the  Master  himself 
a  recognition  which  has  been  heralded  across  the 
years  as  a  shining  example  of  great  service.  It 
was  the  budding  of  a  great  and  loving  apprecia- 
tion which  unfolded  with  glorious  radiance  and 
startling  fragrance.  Even  giving  all  of  one's  liv- 
ing, as  did  the  widow  in  Jesus'  day,  is  not  too  much 
to  do  when  there  is  within  the  power  of  a  great 
expulsion. 

We  will  be  done  with  sordid  service  and  giving 
when  the  soul  is  baptized  in  a  divine  fellowship 
with  our  Lord.  When,  like  Paul,  we  have  been 
crucified  with  Christ,  then  the  life  that  we  live 
will  be  one  continuous  round  of  joyous  service. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  creed,  nor  ritual,  nor  philoso- 
phy nor  a  way  of  life.  The  ultimate  dynamic  em- 
powering the  world  Christian  is  the  inevitable  im- 
pulsion that  arises  from  experiencing  the  price- 


less treasure  that  is  found  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
not  "hitching  your  wagon  to  a  star."  It  is  rather 
the  polarizing  of  our  affections  in  the  personal 
Christ.  When  that  takes  place  giving  will  be  a 
pleasure  and  service  will  flow  from  that  life  be- 
cause it  is  fed  by  the  perpetual  springs  of  divine 
fulness.  "God  only  works  for  men  as  he  works 
through  men."  God  is  still  looking  for  people  in 
whom  he  may  incarnate  himself.  The  world  is 
poor  today  because  so  many  people  are  but  nomi- 
nal Christians.  Our  God  is  too  big  to  coddle  little 
souls. 

Rise  up,  O  men  of  God! 

Have  done  with  lesser  things; 

Give  heart  and  soul  and  mind  and  strength 

To  serve  the  King  of  kings. 

Glendora,  Calif. 


Facing  the  World  Situation 

BY  H.  F.  RICHARDS 

How  shall  we  face  our  world  with  its  issues, 
the  full  gravity  of  which  we  do  not  yet  know? 
How  shall  we  face  it  as  Christians  and  as  members 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren?  Here  is  the  ven- 
ture of  a  few  suggestions. 

I.  Keep  Life  Positive  and  Creative 

We  cannot  live  on  negation  and  inhibition.  We 
cannot  live  on  doubts  and  fears,  but  only  on  faith. 
On  the  question  of  peace  and  war  we  are  not  just 
against  something,  but  for  something;  we  do  not 
just  disbelieve  in  something  and  denounce  it  as 
wrong,  but  we  heartily  endorse  something  and 
proclaim  it  as  right.  We  cannot  muster  power 
and  give  challenge  to  action  merely  around  nega- 
tive ideas  and  purposes.  Some  one  has  said  that 
a  difficulty  often  connected  with  our  praying  is 
our  tendency  to  keep  our  eyes  and  minds  on  the 
ills  instead  of  on  the  cure.  We  have  a  cause  to 
live  for,  pray  for,  work  for. 

II.  Keep  and  Promote  a  Sense  of  the  Goodness 
and  Love  of  God 

The  assurance  of  such  goodness  and  love  every 
man  can  gain  if  he  does  not  stop  to  reckon  too 
much  with  his  difficulties,  but  goes  to  face  life  with 
faithful  courage.  He  must  not  consult  his  preju- 
dices, hatred  and  provincialism,  but  keep  the  long, 
broad  view  of  life.  One  could  mention  fine  ex- 
amples of  this  in  areas  stricken  today,  in  such  men 
as  T.  Z.  Koo,  or  Martin  Niemoller,  who  in  a  con- 
centration camp  wrote  to  an  American  clergyman, 
"The  masts  are  broken,  the  sails  are  torn,  but  the 
ship  still  floats  and  Jesus  Christ  is  at  the  helm." 
We  cannot  keep  sure  of  God  unless  we  keep  our- 
selves sure  that  there  is  goodness  at  the  heart  of 
life,  and  that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  overarching 
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skies  above  the  temporary  clouds.  Jesus  kept  that 
amid  the  pinch  of  poverty  and  the  stupidity  and 
bitterness  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 

III.  Keep  a  Sacrificial  Interest  in  All  Men 

God  is  the  God  of  all  men,  regardless  of  the 
side  of  the  boundary  line  on  which  they  chance  to 
live.  One  thing  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  in  the  recent  years  has  been  its  at- 
tempt to  keep  its  lines  thrown  out  across  all  hu- 
man and  geographical  boundary  lines.  The  Eng- 
lish church  now  supports  orphaned  German  mis- 
sionaries and  missions.  When  the  world  was  fly- 
ing apart,  the  Madras  Conference  brought  the 
Christian  representatives  of  the  world  together. 
That  spirit  of  universal  goodwill  is  one  that  we 
must  keep  against  all  hazards.  Read  again  Matt. 
5:45. 

IV.  We  Must  Be  Willing  to  Be  Idealists 

One  who  differs  from  so-called  practical  public 
opinion  is  often  called  visionary.  We  cannot  be 
unmindful  of  this  terribly  realistic  world  in  which 
we  now  live.  But  the  mariner  charts  his  course 
by  the  stars  rather  than  by  the  beating  waves  and 
foam.  There  must  be  some  such  thing  as  absolute 
right  and  wrong  unchanged  by  shifting  social  con- 
vention. The  idealist  may  not  always  be  conscious 
of  the  immediate  or  full  result  of  his  conclusions 
and  way  of  life.  We  are  not  sure  the  prophets 
were.  But  the  dreamer  sees  in  the  long  run  that 
the  universe  is  on  his  side.  He  may  not  be  praised 
by  his  contemporaries,  but  monuments  may  be 
raised  to  his  memory  after  he  is  gone  and  time 
has  vindicated  his  claims.  We  may  at  times  seem 
to  have  to  be  fools  for  Christ. 

V.  We  Must  Keep,  Too,  a  Program  of  Defense 
That  is  a  word  with  which  to  conjure  today. 

We  must  defend  the  moral  and  spiritual  interests 
of  men.  If  this  basic  foundation  is  once  gone,  no 
legions  can  save  a  civilization.  The  spirits  of  men 
must  be  defended  against  defeatism,  pessimism, 
hatred,  cynicism.  These  are  some  of  the  worst 
casualties  of  war  days.  We  must  defend  homes, 
youth,  a  spiritual  heritage.  We  must  defend  these 
with  living,  working,  teaching,  preaching.  We 
need  more  of  the  inner  fire  of  the  prophet  Amos 
when  he  said,  "The  Lord  hath  spoken,  who  can 
but  prophesy."  It  means  more  than  routine  filling 
of  appointments.  But  we  must  do  it  with  more 
than  fine  speeches,  hymns,  and  promises.  We 
shall  have  to  back  this  defense  program  with  our 
purses.  What  will  the  peace  churches  do  when 
the  opportunity  comes  to  dramatize  their  faith  in  a 
way  which  is  new  and  unusual?  Along  with  con- 
tinuing to  back  our  testimony  through  missions 
and  relief,  will  we  also  back  it  with  the  Civilian 


Public   Service  movement?     It  is  not  merely  a 
matter  of  ability,  but  one  of  vision  and  passion. 
"Who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  not  come  to  the 
kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this?" 
South  Bend,  Ind. 


"How  Far  Is  It  to  Church?" 

BY  RALPH  R.  HATTON 

"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord"  (Psa.  122:1). 

Sometime  ago,  meeting  a  member  of  the  church 
who  had  been  absent  from  the  church  services,  I 
said,  "Good  morning.  I  have  greatly  missed  you 
of  late  at  the  church." 

"We  have  moved,  and  I  have  found  that  it  is  too 
far  for  me  to  attend  church  regularly,"  he  said. 

We  inquired  where  he  was  employed,  and  when 
he  answered,  we  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  farther  to  his  place  of  business  than  to  the 
church. 

"Well,  that's  different,"  he  insisted. 

Now  just  how  is  it  different?  Six  days  each 
week  this  man  goes  a  long  distance  to  work,  but  on 
Sunday  it  is  too  far  to  go  a  lesser  distance  to 
church.  It  is  different  in  this,  that  lack  of  interest 
and  failure  to  realize  the  importance  of  attendance 
at  church  make  the  journey  to  church  seem  farther 
than  the  distance  to  work. 

"How  far  is  it  to  church?"  we  asked  a  man  who 
drives  fifteen  miles  to  worship,  making  four  thirty- 
mile  trips  each  week.  He  answered,  "Oh,  it  isn't 
very  far.    We  love  to  come  to  church." 

Thus  one  sees  that  the  distance  to  church  is  not 
measured  in  miles,  but  rather  in  appreciation,  in- 
terest and  loyalty.  It  was  not  far  to  church  for  the 
parents  of  Jesus.  They  traveled  from  Bethlehem 
and  Nazareth  to  Jerusalem.  It  was  not  far  to 
church  for  the  early  Christians  who  gathered  from 
all  parts  of  Rome  into  the  dark  catacombs  to  wor- 
ship and  fellowship  together.  The  spirit  of  the 
thing  measures  the  distance.  Hear  the  pilgrims 
from  afar,  the  apostles  in  the  upper  room,  and  the 
early  Christians  in  the  underground  caves  adding 
their  voices  to  the  millions  of  other  Christians  of 
vanished  generations  and  to  ours,  saying,  "I  was 
glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord."  We  often  say  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  distance,  and  certainly  experience  proves 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  distance  to  the  man 
or  woman  of  God  who  desires  to  worship. 

How  far  is  it  to  church?  As  far  as  my  apprecia- 
tion. It  is  very  far  for  the  person  who  is  not  glad 
to  go  to  church.  Any  distance  is  too  far  for  the 
man  or  woman  who  comes  in  body  and  leaves  his 
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soul  at  home.  It  is  likely  at  any  time  to  become 
too  far  for  him  who  comes  only  in  a  formal  way. 
Without  appreciation  it  is  for  the  pleasureseeker 
farther  than  a  couple  of  hours  of  sleep  on  Sunday 
morning,  beyond  reason  if  it  be  raining,  beyond  en- 
durance if  it  is  hot,  and  beyond  common  sense  if 
any  kind  of  a  good  time  is  in  store.  Worship  is 
worth-ship.  When  men  and  women  come  into  the 
church  on  Sundays  they  are  confessing  its  worth. 
We  feel  that  all  our  drops  of  perspiration  on  a 
summer  morning  are  nothing  to  be  compared  with 
his  drops  of  blood  on  Calvary's  cross.  Worship- 
ing God — there  my  soul  breathes  in  the  heavenly 
atmosphere.  There  I  fellowship  with  him,  and  feel 
the  power  of  divine  things.  There  the  spirit  of  wor- 
ship is  nourished  so  that  I  can  worship  in  my  home 
and  wherever  I  go.  There  my  soul  bursts  into  ex- 
pression, and  there  the  embers  of  my  being  are 
fanned  into  a  flame.  The  world  takes  the  best 
from  us.  When  we  enter  into  God's  temple  of  wor- 
ship he  puts  the  best  into  us.  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  once  said,  "I  am  a  regular  church  goer.  I 
find  pleasure  in  the  midst  of  devout  worshippers. 
In  the  corner  of  my  heart  there  is  a  little  plant 
called  reverence  which  wants  to  be  watered 
weekly." 

How  far  is  it  to  church?  As  far  as  my  needs 
cry  out.  Man  is  a  worshiping  creature.  God  made 
him  that  way.  When  men  do  not  know  the  true 
God  they  worship  other  gods.  Man's  needs  cry  out 
to  God.  The  world  makes  one  wistful  and  weary. 
One  feels  that  he  must  find  a  burden  bearer,  must 
seek  new  life.  Then  God  answers  in  laying  his 
own  Son,  Jesus,  upon  the  altar,  a  sacrifice  for  the 
world  in  sin.  He  is  our  atonement;  he  meets  all 
the  demands  of  justice.  I  come  to  church  because 
Jesus  Christ  meets  my  needs.  With  other  wor- 
shipers, I  can  sing — 

Jesus  paid  it  all, 

All  to  him  I  owe; 

Sin  had  left  a  crimson  stain, 

He  washed  it  white  as  snow. 

How  far  is  it  to  church?    As  far  as  my  loyalty. 

"I  want  to  be  a  Christian  like  my  father,"  said  a 
lad  to  me  recently. 

"How's  that?"  I  asked. 

Answered  the  lad,  "Why,  no  one  can  tell  whether 
he  is  a  Christian  or  not."  There  are  many  deaf  and 
dumb  Christians.  There  are  many  sick  and  frail 
Christians.  There  are  many  Christians  like  clocks 
— without  hands.  For  them  the  church  is  always 
too  far.  They  are  not  glad  to  go  because  they  have 
no  appreciation  of  what  God  is  nor  of  what  he  has 
done  for  them.  Their  needs  cry  out,  but  they  soon 
lull  them  to  sleep  and  they  become  dumb.    The 


world  has  erased  from  their  hearts  loyalty  to 
Christ,  and  the  weeds  of  thoughtlessness,  negli- 
gence and  apathy  have  filled  in.  They  now  have 
become  sordid,  petty,  groveling,  small,  shriveled 
and  emaciated. 

Dr.  Jowett  tells  of  an  artist  who  carried  an  ex- 
quisite ring  in  his  pocket  so  that  frequently  he 
could  look  at  it  and  turn  his  eyes  on  beauty. 

Friends,  go  to  church  this  morning,  go  into  God's 
house;  there  the  Christ  of  the  Word  is  in  all  his 
beauty.  Look,  and  your  soul  shall  live.  Stand  on 
holy  ground,  pitch  your  tent  on  expectation's  cor- 
ner.   Think  in  the  terms  of  the  eternal. 

How  far  is  it  to  church?  Just  as  far  as  my  ap- 
preciation, my  needs,  and  my  loyalty  to  Christ 
makes  the  distance  short.  Join  your  voice  with 
mine  and  let  us  exclaim:  "I  was  glad  when  they 
said  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord." 

My  church,  my  church,  my  dear  old  church — 

My  father's  and  my  own; 
On  prophets  and  apostles  built 

And  Christ  the  cornerstone. 

Why  not  get  ready  and  go  to  church?  It  is  not 
far  if  you  have  appreciation,  if  you  have  a  need, 
and  if  you  feel  a  sense  of  loyalty. 

Portland,  Oregon. 


The  Roomer  Looks  at  Nonresistance 

BY  JOE  VAN  DYKE 

"He  who  resists  not  at  all  will  never  surrender" 
— Henry  David  Thoreau. 

There  is  an  ebb  and  flow  in  the  lives  of  all  great 
ideas  as  there  are  high  tides  and  low  tides  in  the 
lives  of  institutions  and  men.  At  times  an  idea 
reaches  a  peak  in  popularity  when  it  is  accepted 
by  great  numbers  of  people,  while  a  year  or  a  cen- 
tury later  it  may  be  heresy  to  claim  it.  This  ebb 
and  flow  is  an  evidence  of  our  superficial  habits, 
our  readiness  to  follow  the  latest  fad  whether  it  be 
hats  or  games  or  ideas.  Those  few  who  hold  deep- 
rooted  convictions,  who  are  unaffected  either  by 
panics  or  booms,  hold  the  key  to  the  future.  Their 
ideas  will  prevail. 

Pacifism,  accompanied  by  the  doctrine  of  non- 
resistance,  has  had  its  share  of  ups  and  downs, 
with  downs  in  the  majority.  Only  in  modern 
times  has  it  ever  attained  anything  like  popular- 
ity. Intimations  of  pacifism  appear  in  most  of  the 
great  world  religions,  but  not  until  Jesus  enunci- 
ated his  good  news  did  the  idea  gain  clear  expres- 
sion. Its  growth  was  slow.  In  the  centuries  that 
followed,  Christianity  became  popular  and  power- 
ful, but  even  the  leaders  slurred  over  the  pacifistic 
implications  in  it.    Peace  was  something  one  could 
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attain  personally  by  withdrawing  from  the  world; 
peace  as  a  condition  of  society  was  not  anticipated. 

But  a  good  idea  has  vitality.  Give  it  a  few  cen- 
turies to  grow  in  men's  hearts  and  it  will  prove 
itself.  When,  following  the  Reformation,  three 
churches  were  organized  with  pacifism  as  the  cen- 
tral core  of  their  articles  of  faith,  the  aliveness  of 
the  idea  was  demonstrated.  In  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed the  world  was  given,  for  the  first  time  in 
history,  a  testimony  of  peace  by  groups  of  people 
both  in  word  and  in  action. 

In  the  interim  between  World  War  I  and  World 
War  II,  a  revulsion  against  the  waste  and  brutality 
of  modern  warfare  inspired  a  sudden  growth  of 
pacifistic  feeling.  Pacifism  became  a  popular 
movement.  For  a  few  years  it  was  a  sort  of  land- 
slide with  great  men  and  lesser  men  falling  over 
each  other  in  their  efforts  to  get  on  the  bandwagon 
early.  But  when  the  feared  Second  World  War 
became  a  reality  most  of  the  converts  lost  faith  al- 
most immediately.  Like  a  blown-out  candle,  pac- 
ifism, as  a  popular  movement,  went  into  total 
eclipse.  The  masses,  who  had  never  understood  it, 
and  the  leaders,  who  had  never  trusted  it,  were 
back  where  they  started — their  faith  once  more  in 
weapons  of  violence. 

Why  did  pacifism  fail  so  easily?  Why  has  it  in- 
fluenced so  little  the  broad  sequences  of  history? 
Is  it  an  impractical  ideal,  impossible  to  grow  native 
in  human  hearts?  Or  is  it  useful  to  individuals  in 
small  segments  of  society,  but  a  hindrance  when 
applied  to  the  functioning  of  large  units? 


Why  Fear? 

BY  GERTRUDE  LEFEVRE  GRAFF 

Why  do  we  fear  when  days  are  dark, 
When  clouds  are  hanging  low? 
God  who  created  heaven  and  earth, 
And  set  in  heaven  his  bow, 

Has  promised  those  who  walk  with  him, 
Though  dark  appears  the  way, 
Dictatorship  or  war  clouds  loom, 
Still,  can  we  hear  him  say: 

"Come  unto  me,  ye  weary, 

And  be  you  not  afraid; 

I'll  never,  never  fail 

The  soul  that's  on  me  stayed. 

"Obey  my  word  and  trust  me; 
I'll  hear  you  when  you  call. 
Fear  not  when  man  shall  threaten 
And  nations  seem  to  fall. 

"Your  strength  is  not  in  horsemen, 
War  weapons  nor  the  sword." 
Then  let  us  not  be  fearful, 
But  rest  upon  his  Word. 
York,  Pa. 


On  the  other  hand,  should  we  stigmatize  paci- 
fism with  failure  before  it  has  been  practiced? 
Could  it  not  be  true  that  pacifism  may  yet  prove  to 
be  the  most  useful  social  technique  so  far  devised 
to  help  man  to  live  with  his  brother? 

To  find  an  answer  we  must  examine  the  struc- 
ture of  pacifism.  To  begin  with  we  must  realize 
that  pacifism  is  only  another  name  for  genuine 
Christianity.  It  is  an  aspect  of  the  larger  whole,  it 
is  true,  but  it  is  not  a  separate  thing  in  itself.  An 
individual  permeated  with  Christ  ideas  and  Christ 
attitudes  and  Christ  emotions  is  a  pacifist  no  mat- 
ter what  he  calls  himself.  He  cannot  help  it.  To 
take  pacifism  away  from  a  Christian  would  be  like 
taking  the  water  from  the  ocean.  Something 
would  be  left,  true,  but  no  one  would  call  that 
muddy  something  an  ocean. 

The  emotionalized  attitude  which  we  call  paci- 
fism is  dependent  on  the  principles  of  nonresis- 
tance  and  love.  Love  is  a  positive  action.  It  is  a 
cup  of  water  given,  a  coat  put  on  the  naked  back; 
it  is  the  binding  up  of  wounds.  Without  love,  paci- 
fism would  collapse.  But  love,  the  positive,  must 
be  set  side  by  side  with  nonresistance,  the  nega- 
tive.   We  must  not-do,  as  well  as  do. 

This  problem  of  how  to  meet  evil  forces  is  not  a 
new  one.  Since  earliest  times  it  has  been  a  truism 
that  man  must  resist  in  some  manner  the  adverse 
forces  about  him.  He  must  meet  and  defeat  such 
things  as  hunger,  cold,  wild  animals,  unfriendly 
men.  Most  of  our  written  history  is  made  up  of 
careful  records  of  how  this  or  that  group  of  people 
forced  nature  or  man  to  their  will.  Civilization 
itself,  to  some  minds,  is  the  slow  but  triumphant 
progress  from  poor  methods  of  resisting  to  efficient 
ways.  Hitler's  war  machine,  then,  is  the  climax 
of  our  civilization. 

This  view  of  history  is  scientifically  untrue.  Man 
does  not  progress  by  resisting  nature;  he  makes  ac- 
tual progress  only  when  he  understands  and  co- 
operates with  nature.  He  must  learn  the  laws 
which  govern  the  growth  of  plants  and  animals 
and  having  learned  them  he  solves  his  problem  of 
hunger.  By  co-operating  with  the  other  laws  of 
nature  he  controls  all  material  things  to  his  ends. 
In  order  to  make  the  simplest  machine  man  must 
co-operate  with  the  materials  he  uses — he  cannot 
expect  steel  to  respond  like  wood,  or  wood  like 
steel. 

Yet  we  are  beginning  to  realize  this  truth.  Most 
of  us  still  believe  that  resistance,  not  co-operation, 
is  the  law  of  life.  Along  with  the  genuine  progress 
man  has  made,  he  has  mixed  a  tragic  amount  of 
wasteful  fighting.  This  is  particularly  true  in  his 
social  relationships.     Despite  many  fine  words  to 
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the  contrary,  man  still  believes  that  individual  or 
group  progress  lies  down  the  road  of  resistance  to 
and  victory  over  others,  rather  than  the  road  of 
co-operation  and  brotherhood. 

The  crux  of  our  mistake  is  this:  we  believe  we 
can  rise  only  by  climbing  on  the  shoulders  of  oth- 
ers. All  democratic  capitalistic  countries  are  run 
on  the  assumption  that  society  is  a  pyramid  in 
which  any  man  has  the  opportunity  to  climb  over 
his  fellows  to  the  apex.  And  nations,  in  their  re- 
lations to  each  other,  feel  exactly  the  same.  We 
cannot  get  ahead,  they  say,  by  being  good  neigh- 
bors. We  must  fight  for  our  rights,  which  means 
we  must  get  the  lion's  share  of  raw  materials  or 
whatever  it  is  we  want. 

It  is  not  hard  to  prove  that  resistance  as  a  tech- 
nique is  self-defeating  in  the  end.  Its  gains  are 
never  permanent.  It  often  destroys  its  user 
equally  as  effectively  as  it  does  the  object  of  its 
use.  But  will  nonresistance  work  in  its  place?  Is 
pacifism  practical? 

I  say  it  is.  The  man  (or  nation)  who  trusts  in 
force  must  either  win  or  lose;  the  stalemate  is  not 
common.  He  must  surrender  or  be  surrendered  to. 
If  he  wins  he  may  steal  from  the  defeated  any  ad- 
vantages he  wishes.  If  he  loses  he. must  give  up  all 
the  things  he  would  have  gotten  if  he  had  won. 
Everything  depends  not  on  which  person  has  the 
greatest  needs  but  upon  which  person  has  the  more 
brute  power  or  more  brute  cunning  in  the  art  of 
fighting.  And  when  one  wins  he  knows  he  can 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  victory  only  for  a  season. 
Defeated  men  (or  nations)  find  revenge  sweet. 
The  tables  may  be  turned  the  next  time;  fre- 
quently they  are.  What  we  have  then  is  merely 
exchange  of  title  on  a  large  scale — no  actual  in- 
crease in  wealth  of  any  sort. 

The  man  (or  nation)  who  trusts  in  nonresistance 
and  co-operation  has  no  such  hazards.  He  is  not 
dependent  on  the  specialized  art  of  fighting  his 
neighbor  for  his  success  and  happiness.  Instead  of 
draining  his  energies  into  this  wealth-wasting, 
dead-end  channel,  he  uses  all  his  resources  to  fur- 
ther the  processes  of  co-operating  with  nature  and 
his  fellow  men.  He  is  neither  a  conquering  hero 
or  a  cringing  slave,  but  exists  instead  on  a  steadily 
rising  plane  of  well-being.  He  measures  his  prog- 
ress in  terms  of  the  solving  of  his  basic  problems, 
not  in  terms  of  destruction. 

All  of  the  truly  great  men  of  any  age  and  coun- 
try have  been  in  their  creative  moments  men  of 
nonresistance,  men  of  co-operation.  Men  of  war 
have  always  hampered  their  work  and  stolen  the 
results  of  it  back  and  forth.  We  must  learn  to  read 
history  with  a  new  perspective  and  the  truth  will 
be  plain. 


Today,  in  1941,  pacifism  is  discredited.  It  is  the 
scapegoat  on  which  is  heaped  the  blame  for  the 
present  sorry  state  of  the  world.  Pacifists  all  over 
the  world  are  in  jails  and  concentration  camps.  To 
a  Hitler  such  an  idea  as  pacifism  is  a  sign  of  degen- 
eracy, and  some  American  leaders  think  almost  as 
badly  of  it. 

Christians  know  it  is  the  law  of  life.  Real  Chris- 
tians will  work  now  as  never  before  at  the  job  of 
showing  the  world  that  it  works. 

Burt,  Mich. 


What  Should  We  Preach? 

BY  WALTER  S.  COFFMAN 

At  the  ministerium  one  speaker  remarked  rath- 
er impressively  that  many  of  the  preachers  of  to- 
day are  preaching  the  "fruits  of  the  gospel"  rather 
than  the  gospel  itself.  I  had  heard  it  all  before, 
more  than  once.  Its  implication  is  that  one  is  not 
supposed  to  mention  specifically  any  of  the  ethics 
of  life,  but  that  these  are  to  come  naturally  as  re- 
sults of  preaching  the  gospel. 

His  remark  came  at  the  close  of  a  paper  by  an- 
other speaker  on  the  subject:  The  Christian  Mes- 
sage for  Today.  The  speaker  had  said  that  in  his 
opinion  the  gospel  had  many  times  been  narrowed 
down  in  its  scope  from  the  breadth  it  had  in  the 
first  century,  until  it  is  preached  in  generalities 
with  specific  questions  of  morals  and  ethics  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  hearers.  As  an  illustration 
of  this  point  he  said  that  many  of  the  members  in 
his  church  would  rather  never  hear  anything  from 
the  pulpit  on  the  subject  of  a  man's  relationship 
to  his  possessions. 

Now,  one  has  a  feeling  that  the  reason  for  not 
wanting  to  hear  anything  on  this  subject  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  one's  relationship  to  his  posses- 
sions is  the  largest  and  touchiest  friendship  in  his 
life,  for  it  takes  up  most  of  his  waking  time.  And 
that  the  reason  a  preacher  would  not  care  to  speak 
on  that  subject  would  be  that  his  preaching 
would  convict  himself  on  the  very  selfsame  sub- 
ject. If  religion  is  life,  or  if  religion  is  concerned 
with  all  of  life,  then  to  leave  out  this  very  impor- 
tant relationship  is  to  neglect  most  of  that  which 
religion  should  be  concerned  with.  The  demands 
of  such  a  religion  would  be  very  small  indeed  and 
very  inviting  to  certain  classes  of  people. 

But  let's  get  back  to  the  point  of  preaching  the 
"fruits  of  the  gospel"  rather  than  the  gospel  itself. 
If  this  man's  observation  is  true,  then  Jesus  and 
the  apostles  were  very  definitely  off  the  track  in 
their  preaching  and  writing.  The  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  the  parables  of  Jesus,  and  the  letters  of 
the  apostles  are  definitely  committed,  in  whole  or 
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in  part,  to  the  preaching  of  morals  and  ethics. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  the  speaker  who  had 
at  first  presented  the  paper  made  a  very  fine  re- 
mark relative  to  the  statement  of  the  elder  broth- 
er. He  said  in  substance:  "Granting  that  we  are 
preaching  the  fruits  of  the  gospel,  I  have  this  to 
say,  that  in  every  fruit  there  is  a  seed."  Wasn't 
that  an  excellent  thing  to  say?  And  isn't  it  the 
truth? 

Yes,  we  should  preach  the  gospel.  But  do  not 
the  hearers  need  to  know  what  sorts  of  fruit  they 
are  expected  to  bear?  If  we  were  trees  that 
would  all  be  decided  for  us  without  any  action  on 
our  part.  But  we  are  not  trees.  We  have  the 
power  of  choosing  between  dozens  of  fruits  that 
may  be  produced.  People  need  to  have  inter- 
preted to  them  those  qualities  which  are  "the 
fruits  of  the  gospel." 

To  me  the  distinction  between  preaching  the 
gospel  and  preaching  "the  fruits  of  the  gospel"  is 
definitely  an  artificial  one,  and  one  which  has  no 
basis  at  all  in  the  New  Testament. 

Fruitland,  Idaho. 


Reorganization  and  Function  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee 

At  the  La  Verne  Conference  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
was  reorganized  and  its  work  more  clearly  defined.  The  com- 
mittee consists  of  nine  members,  five  appointed  directly  by  An- 
nual Conference  and  four  representing  the  General  Boards.  They 
are  as  follows:  Paul  H.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  M.  R. 
Zigler,  A.  W.  Cordier,  L.  W.  Shultz,  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  J.  I. 
Baugher,  Paul  Kinsel  and  H.  F.  Richards.  The  five  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  list  were  Conference  appointed;  the  others  represent 
their  respective  boards. — Ed. 

I.     Function  of  the  Committee 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  finds  its  charter  in 
the  words  of  the  Master:  "I  was  hungry  and  ye  gave 
me  to  eat;  ...  I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in;  I 
was  naked  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick  and  ye  visited 
me;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me  .  .  .  inasmuch 
as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  these  my  brethren,  even  these 
least,  ye  did  it  unto  me." 

This  committee  represents  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  the  area  of  social  action.  Its  primary  function  is  that 
of  personal  rehabilitation  and  social  reconstruction  in 
the  name  and  spirit  of  Christ.  Its  fields  of  service  are 
as  follows: 

1.  To  arrest  and  eliminate,  in  so  far  as  possible,  those 
forces  in  human  society  which  contribute  to  the  dis- 
integration of  personality  and  character,  and  to  social 
instability.  The  Brethren  recognize  war,  intemperance, 
political  corruption,  and  the  breakdown  of  the  family 
as  important  among  these  forces  (1  Thess.  5:14,  15). 

2.  To  relieve  human  distress  and  suffering  around  the 
world  without  regard  to  barriers  of  race,  creed  or  na- 
tionality. This  includes  the  service  of  the  church  among 
refugees,  exiles,  prisoners,  orphans,  widows,  the  aged 
and  other  conditions  of  human  life  in  which  there  is 
need  for  physical  and  spiritual  relief  compatible  with 
the  ideals,  traditions,  and  financial  resources  of  the 
church  (Gal.  6:10). 

3.  To   represent   the   church   in   the   area   of  creative 


citizenship  and  Christian  testimony  on  issues  of  na- 
tional and  international  significance. 

This  includes  the  program  of  Civilian  Public  Service 
and  the  relation  of  the  church  and  its  members  to  the 
government  in  regard  to  peace  and  war  and  situations 
where  the  principle  of  religious  freedom  is  involved  (1 
Peter  2:12). 

4.  To  develop,  organize  and  apply  the  spiritual  re- 
sources of  the  church  to  the  above  areas  of  service  as  a 
concrete  and  practical  expression  of  the  spirit  and  teach- 
ing of  Christ  as  the  Brethren  understand  and  interpret 
them.  This  shall  include  the  expressional  side  of  our 
peace  program  in  an  effort  of  world  reconciliation  and 
the  preservation  of  goodwill  and  human  understanding 
among  all  peoples  and  races.  The  work  of  the  commit- 
tee shall  be  carried  on  so  far  as  possible  on  a  voluntary 
basis  (Rom.  12:20,  21). 

II.     The  Organization  of  the  Committee 

1.  The  committee  shall  consist  of  five  members  at 
large  nominated  by  Standing  Committee  and  approved 
by  Annual  Conference.  Each  General  Board  shall  ap- 
point an  additional  ex-ofncio  member. 

Associate  representation  shall  be  granted  to  other 
Brethren  bodies  if  at  any  time  they  desire  to  share  in 
the  service  of  the  committee. 

2.  The  term  of  office  shall  be  five  years  for  Conference 
appointees  with  expirations  arranged  so  that  there  may 
be  one  occurring  each  year.  General  Board  representa- 
tives shall  be  appointed  for  a  period  of  one  year. 

3.  This  committee  shall  be  guided  by  the  Council  of 
Boards  in  all  matters  of  general  policy.  It  shall  be  the 
general  service  agency  for  the  church  at  large  and  shall 
serve  as  an  arm  of  the  general  boards  of  the  church. 
It  shall  co-operate  with  all  other  boards  and  service 
agencies  of  the  church  as  a  co-ordinating  committee  in 
order  to  avoid  duplication  of  effort,  and  shall  enter  no 
field  already  occupied  by  any  existing  board  or  commit- 
tee except  by  mutual  agreement  and  with  the  approval 
of  the  Council  of  Boards.  It  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
reporting  directly  to  the  Standing  Committee  and 
through  Standing  Committee  to  Annual  Conference. 

4.  This  committee  shall  have  authority,  with  approval 
of  the  Council  of  Boards,  to  maintain  the  necessary  staff 
to  do  its  work  efficiently  and  shall  be  limited  in  its 
service  only  by  the  funds  which  it  can  secure  to  carry 
on  its  work  in  harmony  with  the  general  program  of  the 
church.  It  shall  have  authority  to  solicit  funds  outside 
the  church,  but  shall  accept  no  gifts  except  as  they  are 
clearly  in  harmony  with  the  purposes  and  policies  of 
the  church  in  the  area  of  service  represented  by  this 
committee.     Such  gifts  shall  be  unrestricted. 

5.  Since  this  committee  represents  in  the  church  the 
function  associated  with  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  New 
Testament  church,  it  shall  be  understood  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  by  Annual  Conference  implies  that 
that  office  shall  be  the  medium  through  which  the  work 
of  the  Service  Committee  shall  be  implemented  in  the 
local  congregation.  The  committee  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege where  the  office  of  deacon  is  inoperative  of  affect- 
ing the  necessary  organization  within  the  local  congre- 
gation to  carry  on  its  work. 

6.  The  committee  shall  have  the  authority  to  incor- 
porate and  to  hold  property  and  funds  associated  with 
the  service  which  it  represents. 

7.  The  present  Brethren  Service  Committee  and  the 
Committee  on  Counsel  for  Conscientious  Objectors  shall 
be  dissolved  with  the  passage  of  this  report. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


A  VILLAGE  SERVICE 
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BY  JOY  C.   FASNACHT 
Number  1 


We  wish  to  share  with  our  friends  in  America  some 
of  the  experiences  which  we  have  had  during  our  first 
months  in  India. 

Two  weeks  after  we  arrived  at  Vyara,  the  annual  in- 
stitute was  held  for  the  masters  of  the  villages  surround- 
ing Vyara.  There  are  twenty-four  villages  in  which 
the  mission  supports  or  supervises  schools.  In  each  of 
these  villages  a  Christian  master  conducts  a  school  and 
assumes  Christian  leadership  in  the  community.  All 
the  twenty-four  masters  and  their  families  were  in  at- 
tendance at  the  institute.  The  institute  was  held  for  a 
week.  Outside  leaders  for  the  institute  were  Bro.  I.  W. 
Moomaw,  Miss  Anna  Warstler,  and  Theophyl  Bulsaria, 
all  from  the  mission  at  Anklesvar.  Theophyl  Bulsaria  is 
a  native  of  India.  Much  of  his  time  is  spent  in  village 
school  supervisory  work  of  all  our  Gujarat  mission  sta- 
tions. 

The  masters  seemed  to  enjoy  their  study  and  to  profit 
from  the  splendid  periods  of  instruction  at  the  institute. 
The  masters  were  given  suggestions  on  presenting  Bible 
stories  to  the  villagers,  as  well  as  suggestions  on  class- 
room technique.  The  Christian  school  was  studied  as 
a  changer  of  the  village  life. 

Twenty-three  boys  and  girls  were  baptized  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  the  institute.  Some  of  those 
who  were  baptized  are  students  in  the  mission  boarding 
school.  Others  of  the  converts  had  been  trained  in 
Christian  practices  and  Christian  living  by  the  village 
schoolmasters. 

During  the  evening,  after  the  baptism,  a  communion 
service  was  held  on  the  compound.  The  Christians  of 
the  Vyara  church  were  in  attendance  as  well  as  many 
from   the   villages.     Christians   came   in   ox-carts   from 


homes  as  far  as  twenty  miles  away,  in  order  to  attend 
the  communion  service.  Three  hundred  fifty  Christians 
attended,  as  well  as  one  hundred  fifty  non-Christians. 
The  service  was  held  out  in  the  open,  with  the  moon 
and  three  or  four  lanterns  supplying  light.  The  same 
ordinances  were  observed  as  in  American  churches. 
Rice  was  the  food  for  the  supper.  It  was  served  on  leaf 
plates.  Over  the  rice  was  poured  a  spiced  vegetable 
stew.  The  food  was  eaten  in  true  Indian  fashion,  using 
the  thumb  and  two  fingers  of  one  hand.  The  wine  was 
the  juice  from  stewed  raisins.  A  spoonful  of  the  juice 
was  poured  into  each  member's  hand,  from  which  it  was 
drunk. 

I  enjoyed  the  communion  service  a  great  deal.  The 
food  and  minor  matters  were  different  from  what  we  are 
accustomed  to — but  the  "Brethren  flavor"  was  surely 
there.  I  was  impressed  by  the  large  attendance,  and 
the  long  distances  some  had  traveled  to  be  present.  I 
was  made  to  wonder  how  many  people  of  present-day 
America  would  sacrifice  as  much  to  receive  Christian 
fellowship. 

Vyara,  India. 


The  Juniors  Enjoyed  Their  Study 

BY  MRS.  R.  B.  LITZINGER 

One  group  of  our  children  conducted  the  Junior  Proj- 
ect with  the  study  of  Far  Round  the  World.  This  was  a 
group  of  ten  or  twelve  girls  and  boys  who  met  every 
Wednesday  evening  during  the  regular  prayer-meeting 
session  for  this  work.  We  also  studied  the  mimeo- 
graphed program  on  Leper  Children.  They  enjoyed 
both  these  studies  and  as  a  result,  they  wanted  to  make 
first-aid  bags  as  described  in  Little  Comrades  Circling 
the  Globe.  They  have  made  twelve  of  these  bags  and 
fitted  them  with  scissors,  needles,  etc.  They  are  glad 
they  will  be  sent  to  the  leper  children.  If  they  are 
needed  somewhere  else,  that  will  be  all  right. 

They  also  have  taken  an  offering  to  send  for  this 
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work.  They  asked  some  of  their  friends  to  give  a  dime 
to  send  their  names  to  Africa  and  the  result  was  to  be 
used  wherever  needed. 

Conemaugh,  Pa. 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  June  contributions  for  the  Con- 
ference Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies  in 
the  budget  totalled  $49,708.66.  The  total  received  for 
the  year  beginning  March  1,  1941,  was  $71,681.99,  detail 
as  follows: 

Receipts  Total  receipts 

for  June  since  3-1-41 

World-wide   Missions    $5,165.67  $    8,575.24 

Women's  Work  Project    1,807.09  2,971.37 

Home    Missions     1.00  102.73 

Foreign    Missions     400.86  1,184.35 

Junior  League  Project    120.94  230.16 

Intermediate  Project    4.00  8.00 

India    Mission    8.00  258.45 

India   Native   Worker    397.50  403.50 

India    Boarding    School    34.43  142.29 

India    Share   Plan 261.92  515.65 

India  Missionary   Supports    4,033.40  6,664.73 

India   Special   Projects    100.00 

China   Mission    107.40  316.28 

China    Native    Worker    148.65 

China  Boys'  School   5.00 

China    Share    Plan    134.15  280.40 

China   Missionary   Supports    3,275.56  4,573.45 

South  China  Mission    29.80 

Sweden    Mission     20.00  98.43 

Sweden    Missionary    Supports     393.40  393.40 

Denmark     Mission     7.50 

Africa   Missionary    Supports    777.29  2,242.38 

Africa    Mission     1,030.91  1,422.22 

Africa   Share   Plan    46.25  208.77 

Africa    Leper    75.30 

Conference   Budget   Undesignated    30,534.80  36,604.21 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for — 

Board  of  Christian  Education   709.81  2,747.76 

General  Ministerial  Board    10.57 

General  Education   Board    73.77 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)        139.46  154.31 
Bethany   Biblical   Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     15.00  119.00 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 

Fund     41.86  41.86 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan    25.00  58.50 

Youth     Serves     222.96  913.96 

$49,708.66  $  71,681.99 
Non-Budget   items — 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    2,020.00  9,600.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    3,760.45  16,068.01 

China  War   Relief    179.98  1,047.48 

Civilian   Public   Service    4,647.16  19,722.51 

European    Relief    20.69  242.24 

Finnish    Relief     5.00 

General    Relief    575.02  2,139.06 

Michigan  Work  Camp   2.00 

Refugee   Fund    9.50  49.50 

$60,921.46  $120,557.79 


The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  June  30, 
1941: 

Income  since  March  1,   1941    $  46,958.05 

Income  same  period   last  year   47,927.33 

Expense   since   March    1,   1941    48,451.26 

Expense  same  period  last  year    47,118.96 

Mission  surplus   June   30,    1941    7,113.15 

Mission   deficit  May  31,   1941    3,205.80 

Increase  in  receipts,  eliminating  deficit  June  30,  1941    .  .   10,318.95 

0     ^     » 

Clothing  to  China 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
shipments  of  relief  clothing  received  in  Shanghai, 
China,  between  the  dates  of  September  12,  1940,  and 
April  17,  1941. 

President  Cleveland  arrived  on  Dec.  9,  1940,  from  Los 
Angeles-San  Francisco.     Three  cases. 

President  Pierce  arrived  on  March  22,  1941,  from  Los 
Angeles-San  Francisco.     Ten  cases. 

President  Taft  arrived  on  March  25,  1941,  from  Los 
Angeles-San  Francisco.     Four  cases. 


Preparing  a  box  at  La  Verne,  Calif.,  for  shipment  to  Shanghai, 
China.     Lorell  Weiss  is  putting  on  the  address. 

S.  S.  Coldbrook  arrived  on  March  25,  1941,  from  Seat- 
tle.   Fourteen  cases. 

President  Cleveland  arrived  on  April  7,  1941,  from 
Los  Angeles-San  Francisco.    Seven  cases. 

President  Coolidge  arrived  April  8,  1941,  from  Los 
Angeles-San  Francisco.    Five  boxes. 

S.  S.  Capillo  arrived  April  17,  1941,  from  Seattle.  Four 
cases. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  July  26 — August  2 

Evelyn  Horn  and  Grayce  Brumbaugh  are  nurses  in  Africa. 
Both  of  them  have  served  in  a  most  efficient  way  at  the  Lassa 
mission  station.  Lassa  is  located  on  the  far  eastern  side  of 
our  mission  territory  in  northern  Nigeria. 

On  page  6  of  the  Prayer  Calendar,  their  names  are  given 
for  your  prayers  during  the  days  of  this  week.  It  would  make 
a  great  difference  if  every  home  in  the  church  prayed  for 
these  nurses  each  morning. 


EVELYN    HORN 


GRAYCE   BRUMBAUGH 


mi  t 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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emorandum 


BY   FLORENCE    C.   HEBEL 

I  have  just  heard  that  a  woman  of  thirty-two  is  ill 
with  cancer.  Cancer  has  been  the  most  dreaded  of 
diseases  to  me  because  I  have  known  folks  who  had  to 
live  three  years  with  it  before  they  could  die.  Doctors 
say  to  go  immediately  to  a  physician  with  any  small 
lump  or  a  sore  that  will  not  heal.  None  will  slip  up  on 
me  for  lack  of  asking  a  doctor  about  it. 

This  morning  God  gave  me  a  thought.  If  one  should 
know  that  one  had  some  disease  which  would  leave  only 
two  or  three  years  of  life,  what  should  one  do? 

My  daughter,  a  busy  college  student,  speaks  so  often 
of  budgeting  her  time — so  many  minutes  for  this  and  so 
many  for  that.  She  must  even  plan  when  to  get  time 
to  wash  her  hair  or  to  write  letters. 

I  thought  of  the  many  things  I  hope  to  accomplish  but 
which  I  allow  to  drift  along.  But  if  I  knew  I  had  just 
three  years  to  live,  I  would  make  a  note  of  the  things 
I  would  consider  worth  while  doing  before  I  died,  and 
plan  when  to  do  each  thing. 

My  first  thought  was  whether  a  diary  of  my  symp- 
toms would  be  of  any  use  to  medical  men.  Probably 
net,  because  they  have  many  records.  But  a  diary  of 
my  thoughts,  my  letters,  my  visitors;  little  human  inter- 
est stories  about  my  neighbors  and  friends;  the  cute 
things  little  children  are  saying  all  the  time;  amusing 
things  the  animals  on  the  farm  do;  a  history  of  the  birds 
about  the  house;  the  story  of  the  farm  crops — all  this 
would  keep  one  from  being  self-centered,  and  might 
be  a  comfort  to  others  later. 

A  man  was  so  deeply  hurt  when  he  was  not  elected 
to  an  office  to  which  he  aspired  that  he  would  not  leave 
his  home,  not  even  to  go  to  church.  I  never  wrote  him 
a  friendly  letter.  A  friend  lost  her  beloved  mother. 
Again  I  was  too  busy  to  write.  One  was  housebound 
with  a  long  illness.     One  brief  visit  was  all  I  managed. 

If  one  knew  one's  days  were  numbered,  work  would 
seem  less  important  and  one  would  do  the  kindly  Chris- 
tian services  that  count  for  eternity. 

But  why  wait  for  a  fatal  illness  to  open  our  eyes? 
Make  a  memorandum  of  all  the  things  you  feel  should 
be  done  in  your  neighborhood,  among  your  friends,  or 
in  your  own  family. 

For  a  long  time  I  have  wished  that  I  might  pray  in 
every  home  in  our  small  valley.  We  began  cottage 
prayer  meetings  a  year  ago  and  my  wish  seemed  near 
realization.  But,  alas,  too  many  folks  were  too  weary 
till  evening,  or  the  dirt  roads  became  too  muddy  or  too 
drifted  with  snow.  The  attendance  dwindled  until  only 
two  families  were  attending.  Beside,  the  folks  who  do 
not  come  to  church  did  not  seem  anxious  to  have  meet- 
ings in  their  homes.  Letters  were  written  which  never 
were  answered.  No  one  made  personal  calls  about  the 
matter,  which  might  have  helped.  Will  I  ever  pray  in 
every  home?    I  don't  know. 

I  have  long  thought  of  making  a  list  of  those  for 
whose  salvation  I  should  pray.  I  have  heard  of  such 
lists,  and  of  a  man  who  prayed  for  two  men — one  was 
converted  after  thirty  years  of  prayer  and  the  other  on 
his  deathbed.  There  are  those  for  whom  I  pray,  but 
while  it  would  make  it  more  definite  to  have  their 
names  written  on  a  paper  and  kept  under  my  pillow, 
perhaps,  it  has  never  been  done. 


We  are  too  slipshod  about  these  matters.  Make  a 
memorandum  of  just  two  or  three  things  you  have  put 
off  doing,  and  plan  to  do  them  before  next  Sunday.  If 
you  can  check  them  off,  see  how  happy  you  will  feel. 
I  know,  because  I  finally  wrote  those  letters.  The  sick 
man  died,  and  to  this  day  I  think  of  how  much  he 
would  have  enjoyed  the  radio  that  his  family  got  a  year 
or  two  after  he  was  gone.  They  were  so  pressed  with 
work  and  expenses,  and  radios  were  not  so  popular 
then.     But  that  poor  lonely  man! 

If  we  write  a  list  of  things  to  do,  and  keep  checking 
them  off  as  they  are  accomplished,  what  a  paper  that 
will  be  to  thank  God  for  on  Thanksgiving  or  at  New 
Year's  time.  We  thank  him  for  the  strength  and  cour- 
age to  do  the  hard  tasks,  the  embarrassing  ones,  the 
ones  for  which  we  were  not  thanked.  There  will  surely 
be  some  among  them  which  will  have  been  so  gloriously 
successful  as  to  make  up  for  the  failures.  Then  take 
up  your  pencil  and  make  another  list. 

I  have  begun  my  prayer  list  with  my  friend's  alco- 
holic husband  for  whom  I  have  been  praying  for  years. 
The  next  name  is  Hitler.    Will  you  pray  along  with  me? 

Liverpool,  Pa. 


Be  Not  Overcome  of  Evil 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 

A  robin  had  built  her  nest  in  the  climbing  rose  vine 
on  our  front  porch.  Our  little  four-year-old  girl  spent 
hours  watching  for  the  mother  bird  to  fly  away  for  food, 
so  that  she  might  see  the  pretty  blue  eggs. 

One  morning  she  came  running  into  my  study  in  the 
attitude  of  one  announcing  a  great  world  catastrophe. 
With  tears  in  her  voice,  she  cried:  "Daddy,  the  nice 
blue  eggs  are  all  broken  and  spoiled!" 

Inspection  revealed  that  spring  history  was  repeating 
itself  and  four  fine  young  robins  would  ere  long  be  flut- 
tering about. 

Many  of  us  today  are  likewise  bewildered  and  terror- 
stricken  because  the  familiar  sky  of  the  social  order 
seems  to  be  falling.  The  rampant  evils  of  our  day  seem 
to  be  turning  the  world  upside  down. 

Probably  the  two  greatest  evils  of  our  generation  are 
economic  depression  and  war.  The  first  is  an  intense 
phase  of  the  age-old  problem  of  poverty;  the  second  is 
a  periodic  eruption  on  the  body  politic  indicating  that 
social  health  has  not  yet  been  achieved. 

Consider  first,  depression.  A  corporation  executive 
was  dismissed  following  the  merging  of  several  large 
firms.  Considering  his  age  and  wealth,  he  should  have 
quietly  retired  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
constructive  neighborhood  and  citizenship  activities. 
Instead  he  worried  himself  into  a  sanitarium. 

While  making  her  regular  calls,  a  social  worker  found 
a  man  in  the  back  yard  hammering  nails  into  a  board, 
then  pulling  them  out.  "I  must  do  something  or  I'll 
go  crazy,"  he  said.  He  sometimes  found  his  spiritual  re- 
sources inadequate,  even  as  you  and  I. 

A  Polish  father  left  a  wife  and  five  children,  came  to 
America,  got  a  job,  and  after  seven  years  of  working 
and  saving  sent  for  his  family.  Soon  after  they  ar- 
rived he  lost  his  job.  The  wife  started  working,  but 
misunderstandings  and  quarrels  finally  led  the  man  to 
shoot  both  himself  and  wife. 

In  a  western  state  capital  a  formerly  well-paid  pro- 
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fessor  confided  to  me  that  if  conditions  got  much  worse 
he  would  take  a  brick  down  to  the  main  street,  and  throw 
it  through  a  store  window,  then  appropriate  for  his 
family  all  the  groceries  he  could  carry.  Another  an- 
nounced his  intention  of  stealing  groceries  from  the  de- 
livery truck  while  the  boy  was  in  a  neighbor's  house. 
Happily,  neither  of  them  yielded  to  these  temptations. 
They  overcame  evil. 

For  a  few  days  the  writer  was  working  at  hard  phys- 
ical labor  with  a  crew  of  men.  Economic  uncertainty 
had  developed  communists  among  them.  One  afternoon 
the  sun  got  hotter  and  hotter,  but  the  boss  was  anxious 
to  get  the  job  done  and  drove  the  men  harder.  About 
the  middle  of  the  afternoon  an  old  gentleman  collapsed, 
and  had  to  be  carried  to  the  friendly  shade  of  a  near-by 
tree.  I  saw  a  group  of  men  talking  together.  Appar- 
ently they  were  having  an  indignation  meeting.  Final- 
ly they  came  over  to  me,  and  one  of  them  said:  "If  you 
will  be  our  leader,  we'll  give  the  boss  a  good  beating 
and  take  him  down  to  the  sheriff  to  be  locked  up!" 
That  was  the  nearest  I  ever  came  to  being  a  labor  agi- 
tator or  communist.  I  shall  not  pretend  that  I  was  not 
tempted  to  do  the  very  thing  asked  of  me.  But  for- 
tunately, evil  was  again  overcome  and  I  persuaded  the 
men  that  that  wasn't  the  way  to  solve  their  problems. 

Thousands  of  young  men  have  risked  losing  their 
health  while  working  their  way  through  college.  They 
have  cheerfully  "pressed  toward  the  mark,"  meanwhile 
thinking  that  after  a  few  years  they  would  have  a  de- 
gree, a  job  and  a  home  with  the  girl  of  their  choice. 
Now  they  discover  that  few  opportunities  are  open 
save  the  CCC  or  military  service  at  a  very  small  salary. 
How  can  they  get  married  with  an  income  like  that? 
Also,  supposing  that  they  believe  in  war,  what  kind  of 


Life  Is  Too  Short 

BY  J.   W.  HESS 

Life  is  too  short,  as  many  have  said, 
For  all  the  books  that  ought  to  be  read; 
For  all  the  kind  acts  that  should  be  done 
To  neighbors  and  friends  and  everyone. 

Life  is  too  short,  as  we  all  should  know, 
For  malice  in  our  hearts  to  grow; 
But  let  love  and  kindness  be  our  aim 
And  within  us  supremely  reign. 

Life  is  too  short,  again  let  me  say, 
For  men  to  walk  the  downward  way; 
But  yet  long  enough  for  you  to  find 
Joy  and  peace  in  serving  mankind. 

Life  is  too  short  to  hate  another; 
Rather,  you  should  love  your  brother. 
Now  quickly  his  forgiveness  implore, 
And  do  thou  go  and  hate  no  more. 

Life  is  too  short,  O  why  don't  you  see 
The  kind  of  person  you  ought  to  be, 
Always  loving,  serving,  kind  and  true, 
Helping  others  all  the  day  through! 

Life  is  too  short — no,  it  is  not  true! 
It  depends  upon  what  you  do; 
For  the  greatest  life  that  there  can  be, 
Is  life,  O  God,  that's  lived  for  thee. 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 


soldiers  will  they  make?  A  suggestive  newspaper  car- 
toon pictured  a  man  and  his  family  in  front  of  a  one- 
room  cabin  graphically  indicating  extreme  poverty.  In 
reply  to  a  recruiting  officer  in  the  foreground,  the  man 
is  asking:     "Fight  for  whose  way  of  life?" 

All  of  us  are  now  victims  of  our  unjust  economic 
system,  in  some  way  or  other.  Shall  we  be  overcome 
by  it  and  yield  to  hate,  class  war,  character  demoraliza- 
tion, suicide?  A  deepening  and  strengthening  of  re- 
ligious faith  was  never  more  sorely  needed  than  now. 
In  order  that  we  do  not  perish,  both  the  keenest  suffer- 
ers and  those  trying  to  help  them  (and  themselves) 
should  be  "obedient  unto  the  heavenly  vision."  Every 
sermon,  every  class  period,  every  issue  of  every  peri- 
odical, every  radio  broadcast,  every  family  discussion, 
every  lecture,  every  conversation  should  contain  spir- 
itual vitamins  for  building  dynamic  soul  health. 

Closely  related  to  the  economic  is  that  greatest  of  all 
evils,  war.  In  Emile  Zola's  French  play,  J'accuse,  ten 
men  are  detailed  each  night  for  strategic  reasons  to 
creep  forward  to  a  certain  shell  hole  nearer  the  enemy. 
These  heroes  of  the  first  world  war  are  called  the  Death 
Patrol — for  they  never  come  back.  While  standing  in 
line  one  night  a  man's  nerves  "crack,"  and  he  asks  if  it 
is  certain  the  drawings  were  fair.  Without  a  word  of 
reprimand  the  understanding  captain  walks  slowly  over 
to  him,  places  his  hands  on  his  shoulders,  and  the  two 
men  stand  with  bowed  heads.  The  common  people  do 
not  want  war.  They  want  jobs  and  security  and  free- 
dom and  happiness.  Were  the  soldiers  in  the  trenches 
for  some  reason  forced  to  live  for  a  year  with  those  of 
the  enemy  in  front  of  them,  friendship  and  rough-and- 
ready  solutions  of  international  problems  would  result. 

As  he  was  walking  down  a  city  street  one  day,  a  citi- 
zen noticed  that  it  was  starting  to  rain.  "I  must  buy  an 
umbrella,"  he  mused.  Seeing  that  the  man  ahead  of 
him  had  a  good  one  which  opened  automatically  when 
he  pressed  a  button,  he  decided  he'd  like  to  buy  one  like 
that.  Hastening  forward  he  touched  the  man  on  the 
arm  and  asked:  "Say,  where  did  you  get  your  um- 
brella?" Without  answering,  the  fellow  dropped  the 
umbrella  and  fled.  He  had  stolen  it  in  a  restaurant. 
"The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth." 

All  over  the  world  today  are  those  who  have  stolen 
umbrellas  of  monopoly  and  selfishness  and  special  privi- 
lege and  nationalism  and  imperialism  from  their  fellow 
men.  They  are  the  first  to  succumb  to  war  hysteria  and 
demand  that  the  sons  of  their  victims  now  give  their 
lives  to  protect  that  which  was  taken  from  the  fathers. 
Clemenceau  well  said  that  the  nations  could  have  peace, 
but  not  peace  and  also  everything  each  one  wanted.  It 
is  the  same  with  individuals.  We  are  enslaved  by  our 
own  desires.  True  patriotism  is  greatly  to  be  revered; 
but  a  shallow  patriotism  serving  as  a  cloak  to  hide  an 
intemperate  selfishness  is  too  often  in  evidence. 

War  panic  isn't  becoming  to  a  follower  of  a  Master 
who  desired  only  the  good  of  all  humanity  and  counted 
his  own  life  as  nothing.  It  is  the  wicked  who  flee  when 
no  man  pursueth. 

How  important  it  is,  then,  for  Brethren  and  Quakers 
and  Mennonites  and  all  peace-lovers  to  have  more 
heroic  idealism,  and  give  themselves  more  sacrificially 
in  service  to  their  fellow  men  than  those  who  take  the 
sword! 

New  York,  N.  Y. 


16 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— July  26,  1941 


. . .  Kincbom  CjleaninGS 


Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  July  27 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Holy  Spirit  Inspires  New 
Testament  Letters.— Gal.  1:11,  12;  1  Thess.  2:13;  2  Tim. 
3:14-17;  2  Peter  3:14-16;  Jude  3.  Golden  Text,  Every 
scripture  inspired  of  God  is  also  profitable  for  teaching, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  which  is  in 
righteousness.     2  Tim.  3:16. 

Christian  Workers,  In  Self -Control.    Prov.  16:24-32. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Youth  at  the  Wheel. 

Intermediates,  Do's  and  Don'ts  of  Health. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Deshler  church,  Ohio. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Germantown  church,  Pa. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Mineral  Creek  church,  Mo. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Morrill  church,  Kans.,  Bro.  W. 
A.  Kinzie,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Copper  Hill  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Os- 
car R.  Fike,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Romine  church,  111.,  Bro.  Dolar 
Ritchey,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Stone  Bridge  church,  Md.,  Bro.  A. 
J.  Caricofe,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Jubilee  church,  Va.,  Bro.  J. 
Lloyd  Nedrow,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Union  Chapel  church,  W.  Va., 
Bro.  D.  B.  Spaid,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  New  Haven  church,  N.  C,  Bro. 
Newton  L.  Poling,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Olivet  congregation,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Mark  Ebersole,  pastor-evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  Bro.  D.  D.  Harner,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Wikel  mission,  Spruce  Run  church, 
W.  Va.,  Sister  Garnet  Tiller,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Holsinger  house,  Woodbury  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Twenty-one  baptized  in  the  Martinsburg-Vancleves- 
ville  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Par- 
sons church,  Kans.,  Bro.  Lawrence  Lehman,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  at  the  Old  Fur- 
nace church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evan- 
gelist. 

Four  baptized  and  fourteen  reconsecrated  in  the  Elm- 
dale  church,  Mich.,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Baldwin, 
evangelists. 

Five  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Mummert 
church,  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  Ollie 
Hevener,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Bas- 
sett  church,  Va.,  Bro.  M.  Guy  West,  evangelist,  and  Bro. 
Raymon  E.  Eller,  pastor. 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the   success   of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Samuel  G.  Meyer,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Aug.  3  in  the 
Bareville  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  A.  Click,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Aug.  10-24  in  the 
Chimney  Run  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Roy  Teach,  Brookville,  Ohio,  Aug.  4-17,  in  the 
Beaver  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Wilmer  Peiry,  Akron,  Ohio,  July  21 — Aug.  3,  in 
the  Burnettsville  church,  Ind. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  to  begin  Aug.  17  in 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Tenn. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Nye,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  July  27 — Aug.  10,  in 
the  Sugar  Valley  church,  Loganton,  Pa. 

Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  July  27 — 
Aug.  10,  in  the  Poages  Mill  congregation,  Va. 

Bro.  Alton  Bucher,  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Aug.  17-31,  in  the 
Brandts  church,  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  in  the  Midland  church,  Va., 
Aug.  1-10,  and  in  the  New  Fairview  church,  Pa.,  Aug. 

11-24. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  Lowell  E.  White  was  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 
and  enjoyed  showing  friends  the  useful  things  he 
makes.  For  those  who  may  not  remember,  his  address 
is  712  Louden  Ave.,  N.  W.,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Bro.  Charles  W.  Hartzog  of  Long  Island,  Kans.,  asks 
us  to  rejoice  with  him  in  the  fact  that  his  good  mother 
is  still  with  him,  though  now  well  along  in  her  ninety- 
seventh  year.     She  has  ninety-two  descendants. 

Bro.  W.  N.  Zobler  and  wife,  on  their  way  back  from 
La  Verne  to  Gettysburg,  were  also  of  those  who  could 
not  pass  us  by,  we  are  glad  to  say,  without  stopping  to 
extend  their  greetings  and  take  a  first  look  at  the  Pub- 
lishing House. 

Pennsylvania  carries  off  first  honors,  we  think,  in  the 
number  of  House  post-Conference  visitors.  Add  the 
names  of  Sister  Susanna  Sell  and  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks 
of  Altoona,  Bro.  Geo.  E.  Yoder  of  Windber,  Bro.  L.  W. 
Crist  and  family  of  York. 

Secretary  Fleming  of  the  B.  C.  E.,  after  attending  the 
International  Conference  on  Christian  Education  at 
Mexico  City,  is  spending  this  week  end  at  the  Texas  and 
Louisiana  district  meeting.  The  similar  meetings  of 
Southern  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Ten- 
nesee  are  next  on  his  schedule. 

Sister  Annie  Royer  of  Westminster,  Md.,  was  one  of 
our  recent  appreciated  and  apparently  most  appre- 
ciative visitors.  With  her  were  two  daughters  and  two 
granddaughters,  the  former  being  Mrs.  Edgar  Royer  of 
Westminster  and  Mrs.  Harper  Will  of  Chicago.  Yes, 
they  had  their  husbands  along  too. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick's  correspondents  will  please 
make  note  of  his  new  address,  407  E.  Liberty  St.,  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pa.  With  Eld.  Maurice  B.  Mentzer  officiating, 
an  impressive  installation  service  was  conducted  Sun- 
day everting,  July  13,  though  the  work  of  the  pastorate 
had  been  in  progress  for  a  month  or  more. 
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Bro.  John  D.  Long,  president  of  the  1941  graduating 
class  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  will  become  pastor 
of  the  University  Park  church  of  Eastern  Maryland  Dis- 
trict, Sept.  1. 

Brethren  Everett  Hartsough  of  Gary,  Ind.,  and  Claude 
Leslie  of  Walbridge,  Ohio,  were  Monday  visitors  at  the 
House.  They  wanted  especially  to  renew  old  acquaint- 
ance with  Literary  Editor  Ora  Garber. 

Bro.  H.  Austin  Cooper,  graduate  of  Bethany  Bible 
Training  School,  has  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Stony 
Creek  church  of  Northwestern  Ohio  beginning  Sept.  1. 
His  address  will  be  R.  1,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Saturday  visitors  at  the  House  whom  most  of  us 
missed  seeing  were  Bro.  John  M.  Garst,  elder  in  charge 
of  the  Lower  Miami  church  of  Southern  Ohio  and  his 
family,  including  the  widowed  mother,  Sister  Jesse  O. 
Garst. 

Bro.  Chas.  Dumond,  pastor  of  the  Canton  church  of 
Southern  Illinois,  out  on  a  scouting  tour  with  his  family 
and  friends,  wanted  the  children  to  see  the  Publishing 
House  where  the  Messenger  is  made.  We  commend  the 
idea  to  others. 

Sister  Maude  C.  Jones  writes  to  say  that  in  the  story 
of  The  Old  Kitchen  Table  (See  Messenger  for  June  28), 
she  did  what  writers  frequently  do — tell  a  story  for  an- 
other. In  this  case  Sister  Jones  was  telling  the  story 
for  an  aunt.  Readers  will  accordingly  make  allowance 
for  the  seeming  discrepancies  in  age.  Mrs.  Jones  is  not 
as  old  as  her  aunt — one  seldom  is. 

Bro.  Joseph  Bowman  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  whose 
visit  here  on  his  way  to  the  Conference  we  distinctly  re- 
call, met  with  misfortune  on  his  homeward  way.  While 
crossing  the  street  in  Madison,  Wis.,  he  was  struck  by  a 
car,  receiving  injuries  which  kept  him  in  a  hospital 
there  for  several  weeks.  This  is  how  it  happened  that 
his  son,  Bro.  Cline  Bowman,  and  family  of  Baltimore, 
made  their  first  visit  to  the  Publishing  House  last  week. 
They  had  been  to  Madison  and  reported  the  patient  do- 
ing well,  with  good  prospect  of  leaving  the  hospital 
soon.  •       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Cedar  Lake  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have 
harvest  meeting  Aug.  3,  with  Sister  Velma  Ober,  China 
missionary,  as  speaker  both  morning  and  afternoon. 

The  annual  reunion  of  conscientious  objectors  will  be 
held  at  Camp  Bethel,  sixteen  miles  north  of  Roanoke, 
Va.,  Aug.  24.  "We  would  like  to  urge  all  C.  O.'s — their 
friends  and  relatives  and  anyone  who  is  in  any  way  in- 
terested in  the  peace  movement  to  be  present  at  this 
meeting."  For  further  details  write  H.  C.  Spangler,  R. 
4,  Roanoke,  Va. 

The  Muskegon  church  of  Michigan,  Bro.  L.  W.  Shafer, 
pastor,  has  set  Aug.  10  for  the  dedication  of  the  new 
church  basement  which  will  be  used  for  services  until 
the  building  is  completed.  Bro.  Ben  R.  Cross  of  La 
Porte,  Ind.,  will  be  the  speaker.  There  will  be  a  basket 
dinner.  The  church  is  on  Vivian  St.,  three  blocks  south 
and  one-half  block  west  of  the  county  farm,  which  is 
on   highway   M  46. 

A  new  pipe  organ  was  recently  installed  in  the  Mc- 
Pherson  church,  shown  on  the  front  cover  page.  This 
organ  was  manufactured  by  the  Reuter  Pipe  Organ  Com- 
pany of  Lawrence,  Kans.  It  is  a  large  two  manual  in- 
strument containing  eighteen  ranks  of  pipes  or  a  total 
of  1,115  pipes,  and  a  set  of  Deagan  chimes.  Mrs.  Rush 
Holloway  is  the  church  organist  and  Professor  Nevin 
Fisher  is  the  minister  of  music. 


When  you  order  the  Brethren  Hymnal  please  say 
whether  you  want  the  round  or  the  shaped  notes. 

"Sure  did  enjoy  the  going  around  through  the  Pub- 
lishing House.  Of  all  the  sights  and  experiences  of  the 
past  six  weeks,  almost  8,000  miles,  the  visit  there  was 
the  most  interesting  and  helpful."  That's  how  one 
brother  felt  about  it.  He  may  be  a  bit  extravagant  in 
his  speech  but  even  so  it  seems  to  strike  a  balance  with 
extravagances  of  another  kind. 

Camp  Lagro:  One  of  our  greatest  needs  at  camp  is 
building  an  adequate  library.  In  this  we  feel  different 
groups  and  individuals  might  like  to  share.  The  main 
fields  of  the  boys'  interests  are  good  fiction,  religion, 
philosophy,  pacifism,  social  problems,  education,  arts 
and  crafts,  recreation,  self-development,  rural  life,  bi- 
ography, world's  best  literature,  Spanish,  French,  and 
Swedish.  Outright  donations  or  loans  for  the  duration 
of  the  camp  would  be  deeply  appreciated.  Back  num- 
bers of  good  magazines  are  very  welcome.  Send  by 
mail  to:  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  Director,  Camp  Lagro, 
Lagro,  Ind. 


Goout  iSooki 


The  Faith  by  Which  the  Church  Lives.  Georgia  Hark- 
ness.   The  Abingdon  Press,  1940.    161  pages.    $1.50. 

This  book,  which  is  the  Mendenhall  Lectures  for  1940 
at  De  Pauw  University,  is  her  eighth  one  in  the  field  of 
religion.  Miss  Harkness  is  Professor  of  Applied  The- 
ology at  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  four  great  ecumenical  conferences; 
namely,  Oxford,  Madras,  Amsterdam  and  the  Geneva 
Conference  called  to  consider  the  relation  of  the  church- 
es to  the  international  crisis.  Thus  the  author  speaks 
out  of  a  rich  background  of  scholarship  and  experience. 
Chapter  one  has  as  its  title  A  World  Church  in  a  World 
Crisis.  We  were  deeply  impressed  by  this  statement: 
"The  little  worshiping  community  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Church  became  part  of  a  world  embracing  fellow- 
ship. ...  I  felt  a  fresh  confidence  in  the  power  of  the 
church  to  span  all  man-made  barriers  and  withstand 
the  floods  of  evil  that  threaten  to  engulf  it."  This  was 
her  conviction  after  participating  in  these  gatherings. 
One  is  impressed  by  the  growing  orthodoxy  of  the  lib- 
erals of  yesterday,  who  still  claim  the  title  of  "Liberal." 
Dr.  Harkness  preaches  the  faith  of  the  main  body  of  the 
church.  The  onlooker  of  theological  movements  is  both 
amazed  and  gratified  that  once  again  the  fundamental 
truths  of  God's  Word  are  still  found  to  be  true  and  abid- 
ing. There  are  a  few  items  in  which  the  middle-of-the- 
road  conservative  will  differ  with  the  statements  of  this 
book  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  volume  is  very  accept- 
able to  all  but  the  most  radical  in  either  direction.  For 
instance,  in  the  closing  pages  under  Retrospect  and 
Credo  the  author  says:  "I  believe  in  God,  I  believe  in 
man,  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  I  believe  in  the  kingdom, 
I  believe  in  the  church,  I  believe  in  the  duty  of  the 
Christian  to  bear  witness  to  his  faith  and  finally  I  be- 
lieve in  the  limitless  resources  of  God  for  every  situa- 
tion." And  under  each  of  these  titles  what  the  writer 
says  sounds  strangely  like  what  we  have  been  taught  in 
our  churches  through  the  years.  Brethren  will  be 
pleased  also  to  note  that  Miss  Harkness  is  a  pacifist.  Her 
style  is  easily  understood,  being  remarkably  clear  and 
forceful.  The  other  chapter  titles  are:  By  What  Au- 
thority? Jesus  is  Lord,  That  They  May  All  Be  One,  and 
God  of  Our  Fathers.— Merlin  C.  Shull. 
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The  Pastor VI Wife 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  a  woman  of 
much  experience  in  the  pastorate  to  one  who  was 
young  in  experience,  in  the  course  for  ministers' 
wives  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  All  names 
have  been  changed  but  the  characters  are  real. — Ed. 

My  dear  Margaret — 

It  is  almost  a  week  since  your  letter  came  and  I  have 
not  started  to  answer  it.  I  shall  have  to  do  that  by 
degrees  for  I  am  asked  by  the  doctor  to  spend  six  weeks 
resting.  I  was  on  the  verge  of  a  break,  a  sort  of  general 
giving  out.  I  think  I  stepped  over  the  verge  a  little.  It 
seems  like  irony  for  me  to  give  advice  to  a  young  pas- 
tor's wife  now  when  I  am  in  this  condition.  I  think  that 
I  have  not  relaxed  as  I  should  in  recent  years. 

I  do  want  to  answer  your  letter  for  several  reasons, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  that  I  am  an  admirer  of  you 
and  have  been  since  the  first  time  I  met  you.  I  want  to 
be  of  some  small  service  to  you  since  you  have  called 
on  me. 

1.     Personality 

I  cannot  criticize  your  personality  as  a  pastor's  wife 
for  I  have  not  seen  you  in  action  and  have  not  had  even 
the  advantage  of  hearsay.  I  recall  saying  when  I  heard 
that  was  to  be  your  calling  that  you  would,  in  my  judg- 
ment, make  a  successful  pastor's  wife  for  these  reasons: 

a.  You  are  modest  and  quiet  in  demeanor. 

b.  You  do  not  put  yourself  forward  too  much. 

c.  You  have  dignity  and  poise,  but  not  too  much, 
which  makes  for  aloofness. 

d.  You  give  one  the  impression  that  you  have  ability 
as  a  leader  but  you  are  not  officious. 

e.  You  have  had  college  training  and  that  means 
much  more  than  just  book  learning. 

f.  You  sing  and  have  an  appreciation  of  music. 

g.  You  were  reared  in  the  home  of  a  minister.  (I 
have  not  stayed  strictly  to  my  subject  but  these  are 
some  of  the  things  which  go  to  make  up  your  person- 
ality.) 

2.    Work  of  the  Pastor's  Wife 

Calling:  How  much  time  should  she  spend  calling? 
Not  nearly  as  much  as  her  husband.  I  think  some  of 
our  pastors'  wives  in  their  devotion  to  their  people  and 
to  the  cause  have  overdone  the  matter  of  calling.  The 
pastor's  wife's  first  duty  is  to  her  home  and  family.  If 
there  is  a  family  it  is  important  that  the  children  are 
not  only  clothed  and  fed  properly;  they  should  have  the 
Christian  training  that  is  due  them,  first  of  all.  They 
should  not  be  shoved  aside  and  the  time  given  to  other 
things.  Aside  from  the  importance  of  character  train- 
ing, they  have  a  right  to  cultural  training  and  home  life 
the  same  as  other  children  have.  This  cannot  be  if  the 
mother  is  gone  so  much  of  the  time. 

Certainly  there  are  special  calls  to  make  where  there 
is  sickness,  trouble,  death  or  in  the  case  of  shut-ins  and 
invalids.  In  fact,  there  is  where  the  bulk  of  her  calling 
should  be  done. 

Calling  is  not  her  business  as  it  is  her  husband's.  Of 
course  she  will  need  to  have  the  attitude  of  helpfulness 
and  of  interest  in  the  people  the  same  as  her  husband. 

I  think  a  woman  should  give  herself  to  the  making  of 
the  home  attractive,  homelike  and  beautiful  in  spirit — 
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a  real  haven  for  her  husband  and  children  to  come  back 
to  in  the  evening.  She  needs  to  have  time  for  her  own 
self-improvement — reading,  meditation  and  rest.  She 
can  do  far  more  for  their  people  by  having  something 
to  give  out  to  them  spiritually  than  by  wearing  herself 
out  going  to  see  them.  She  needs  outside  contacts  for 
her  own  sake,  but  she  may  do  that  too  and  not  be  tied 
to  calling. 

Then  to  be  more  specific  and  practical,  the  pastor's 
wife  who  does  not  have  a  family  and  can  have  more 
time  outside  the  home  makes  it  hard  for  the  one  who 
has  a  family  and  cannot  get  out  as  much  among  their 
people.  Even  though  folks  know  that,  I  have  known 
them  to  make  comparisons.  "Why  don't  you  ever  come 
to  see  us?  Mrs.  So  and  So  used  to  come  so  often."  So 
Mrs.  Present  gets  unfavorable  comparison  with  Mrs. 
Former,  because  the  latter  made  them  feel  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  pastor's  wife  to  call  regularly,  and  the 
present  one  cannot  compete.  Of  course  most  people  are 
reasonable  and  by  and  by  they  will  adjust  themselves 
to  the  new  regime;  but  not  until  Mrs.  Present  has  had 
some  bad  moments  and  has  been  made  to  feel  that  she 
is  shirking  her  duty. 

Just  as  there  are  times  when  the  pastor's  wife  should 
by  all  means  accompany  him,  there  are  many  times 
when  it  is  not  wise  or  best  for  her  to  go  along.  Many 
people  will  unburden  their  hearts  to  their  pastor,  when 
they  could  not  do  so  before  a  third  party.  That  is  a 
very  natural  thing.  In  many  cases  they  will  confide 
some  trouble  to  him  and  ask  him  not  to  tell  a  soul — that 
means  his  wife,  usually.  And  he  is  a  good  pastor  if  he 
respects  their  wishes,  and  the  pastor's  wife  a  good  one 
if  she  respects  them  too.  She  is,  in  a  way,  like  a  doc- 
tor's wife,  who  must  sometimes  stand  outside  and  not 
expect  to  be  taken  into  the  patient's  confidence  the  same 
as  her  husband.  This  calls  for  some  qualities  which  all, 
alas,  do  not  posses. 

Again  there  are  times  when  people  like  to  talk  over 
things  with  the  pastor  and  his  wife.  Perhaps  it  is  some- 
disturbance  with  relatives,  in-laws  or  closer,  yet  within 
the  family  circle.  They  would  not  talk  it  over  with 
their  neighbors,  but  they  must  have  the  relief  of  talk- 
ing it  over  with  someone  with  understanding  and  wis- 
dom and  perhaps  ask  advice.  In  most  cases  people  will 
do  this  trustingly  and  in  full  confidence  that  their  trust 
will  not  be  betrayed.     And  woe  betide  that  pastor  and 
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his  wife  if  they  betray  the  trust.  There  is  more  than 
one  way  of  betraying  it.  We  need  not  always  tell  what 
we  were  told  but  may  hint,  smile,  look  wise,  as  though 
we  were  in  possession  of  a  secret  about  these  folks, 
which  is  almost  as  destroying  as  if  we  told.  A  certain 
pastor's  wife  told  me  that  Mrs.  L.  was  so  overworked. 
She  was  imposed  upon  by  relatives,  was  too  good- 
hearted.  I  took  it  that  she  observed  this  for  herself. 
Later  Mrs.  L.  told  me  that  she  had  confided  in  her  pas- 
tor and  wife  and  they  had  told,  causing  a  good  bit  of 
coolness  and  other  trouble  with  relatives.  And  she 
added,  "I'll  never  tell  them  anything  again  that  I  do  not 
want  published."  Mrs.  L.  is  a  woman  of  good  breeding, 
splendid  intellect,  and  Christian  character.  I  admire 
her  much.  But  the  pastor  and  his  wife  lost  her  as  a  real 
friend.    These  things  do  happen  in  real  life. 

The  pastor's  wife  should  not  expect  him  to  do  her 
work  in  the  home,  to  help  too  much  with  the  housework 
and  care  of  the  children.  Now  I  know  that  is  a  real 
problem  in  many  pastors'  homes  where  the  salary  is 
inadequate.  But  this  I  know,  though  the  husband  may 
help  some,  he  must  not  be  tied  to  the  home  duties.  If 
he  is,  he  cannot  do  justice  to  his  work  nor  to  himself. 
It  does  something  terrible  to  a  man  to  be  bound  by 
these  things.  It  stifles  his  imagination,  breaks  his  spir- 
it. A  pastor  I  know  failed  because  he  must  continually 
wipe  up  floors,  wash  clothes,  wash  dishes.  Another  one 
use  to  come  to  attend  Bible  Conferences  with  wife  and 
child.  He  must  leave  the  lecture  to  take  the  child  from 
the  room.  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  take  complete 
charge  of  the  child  while  she  took  notes!  Another  goes 
calling  with  wife  and  children.  He  watches  that  the 
children  are  safe  from  dangers,  do  not  unduly  annoy 
their  hostess,  nor  get  into  mischief.  She  calmly  sits  and 
rocks.  Why  not?  She  has  a  servant  to  care  for  the  chil- 
dren. In  each  of  these  cases  it  was  not  a  matter  of  ill 
health  of  the  wives.  You  may  name  it  yourself.  So,  a 
pastor's  wife  must  know  that  the  duties  of  the  home  are 
primarily  her  responsibility,  her  job.  His  job  is  his 
church.  (Of  course,  there  must  be  mutual  understand- 
ing and  helpfulness  but  each  has  its  place.) 

As  to  the  parsonage  furnishings — how  should  they 
compare  with  other  homes?  I  believe  that  this  might 
differ  some  in  different  localities  and  churches,  but  for 
the  most  part  I  think  that  the  minister's  home  should 
be  as  nice  and  well  furnished  as  they  can  afford.  There 
might  be  some  parishioners  who  would  think  the  pastor 
does  not  know  how  to  save;  others  who  think  the  pastor 
and  his  wife  are  not  properly  humble,  modest  and  sacri- 
ficial; but  I  believe  most  of  our  people  want  the  pas- 
tor's home  to  compare  with  the  best  homes  of  the  mem- 
bers. 

How  about  the  parsonage  as  the  lodging  for  guest 
speakers?  Well,  there  is  much  to  be  said  in  favor  of 
it.  I  would  not  want  to  miss  contacts  with  these  good, 
interesting,  able  folks.  It  is  one  of  the  best  things  for  a 
family  of  children  of  which  I  know.  It  is  an  educa- 
tion for  children  in  more  ways  than  one.  My  father  was 
not  a  pastor  or  minister,  but  we  entertained  the  visiting 
ministers,  evangelists,  lecturers,  and  missionaries  in  our 
home.  They  brought  ideas  and  views  of  the  great  world 
outside.  I  can  not  estimate  the  value.  I  know  it  may  be 
a  hardship  for  the  minister  and  his  wife  to  have  the 
burden  of  entertaining  always.  I  know  one  church  that 
pays  for  the  board  and  lodging  of  their  special  guest 
speakers.  This  is  ideal  and  all  churches  should  be  en- 
couraged  to   consider   it   seriously.     I   do   not   think   it 


should  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  pastor's  home  al- 
ways do  this  without  consideration  or  remuneration. 

Budget.  First  of  all,  my  husband  and  I  have  our 
pledge  to  the  church,  then  we  have  savings  for  the  fu- 
ture— in  insurance.  These  are  stated  amounts.  We  try 
to  be  fair  to  each  other  in  what  we  spend  for  clothing. 
We  know  about  what  we  can  spend  through  the  year 
and  keep  within  the  limits. 

Wedding  Gifts.  We  have  always  given  gifts  for  wed- 
dings, moderate  in  cost  and  about  the  same  sort  of  thing 
for  all.  I  think  the  better  way  is  to  select  a  good  book. 
There  are  very  suitable  and  helpful  books. 

Local  Church  Work.  That  depends  upon  the  church 
you  are  serving.  If  there  are  young  children  in  the 
home  a  pastor's  wife's  work  should  be  determined  by 
the  time  she  can  spare  from  home  and  family,  and 
should  be  week  day  more  than  Sunday  work.  Her  own 
children  will  need  supervision  during  church.  She 
should  not  sing  in  the  choir  or  be  any  place  other  than 
with  her  children  during  church,  thus  avoiding  criticism 
of  the  children,  herself  and  her  husband. 

There  are  some  pitfalls  in  holding  official  positions 
and  in  being  very  active  in  the  church.  The  more  active 
we  are  the  more  contact  we  make  with  our  leaders,  and 
the  more  chance  we  take  for  frictions  to  occur. 

Church  Dinners.  I  think  these  dinners  or  suppers 
have  fallen  into  disrepute  in  many  places  because  they 
take  the  place  of  regular  giving  by  the  membership,  and 
also  because  they  do  not  meet  the  needs  of  the  people 
for  the  most  part.  But  if  there  is  regular  giving  on  the 
part  of  those  who  can  do  so,  and  if  the  meal  is  well  pre- 
pared and  served,  enough  for  the  price,  I  see  no  reason 
why  it  is  not  a  legitimate  way  for  women  to  raise 
money.  These  women  are  selling  a  product  of  their 
hands,  the  fruit  of  their  hands,  just  as  surely  as  if  they 
raised  chickens  for  their  home  or  baked  cookies  and 
sold  them  on  the  market  and  gave  the  money.  Further- 
more, it  may  be  an  occasion  of  social  fellowship  for 
those  who  prepare  it  and  those  coming  to  the  meal. 

Community  Interests.  If  she  has  time  and  strength  the 
pastor's  wife  may  belong  to  community  organizations 
such  as  the  P.  T.  A.  or  local  civic  clubs.  I  think  she 
should  choose  carefully,  the  best  one  perhaps,  not  try 
to  join  all.  Sometimes  it  may  be  a  community  project 
merely,  with  simple  organization  that  she  may  best 
serve  in.  I  have  always  belonged  to  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  I 
recommend  it. 

Magazines  and  Books.  I  read  my  husband's  maga- 
zines and  books- — not  all  but  many.  These  include 
Christian  Century,  World  Christianity,  Pulpit,  Gospel 
Messenger,  International  Journal  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion, Reader's  Digest,  Christian  Herald.  I  frequently 
read  the  Parent's  Magazine  and  Good  Housekeeping.  I 
especially  like  the  books  of  E.  Stanley  Jones,  Weather- 
head  and  Hornell  Hart.  I  am  much  interested  in  the 
two  books  by  Anne  Byrd  Payson:  I  Follow  the  Road 
and  Rule  of  the  Road.  It  is  heartening  to  read  them. 
An  indispensable  book  for  pastors  and  wives  is  Why 
Men  Suffer,  by  Weatherhead.  I  enjoy  biography,  and 
am  longing  to  read  Out  of  My  Life  and  Thought,  by 
Albert  Schweitzer.  There  are  so  many  good  books.  Of 
course  the  Bible  heads  my  list. 

Miscellaneous.  I  think  that  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the 
pastor  and  wife  to  occasionally  entertain  the  member- 
ship in  an  informal  at  home,  open  house,  or  to  have  the 
various  groups  at  different  times. 
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I  am  sure  you  feel  there  is  no  end  to  my  letter.  I  am 
like  Tennyson's  brook!  But  the  pastor's  wife  is  an  in- 
teresting subject  for  discussion.  The  most  of  us  had  no 
special  training  for  our  jobs.  Some  of  you  are  having 
the  advantage  of  special  training.  We  have  learned  by 
trial  and  error;  we  still  make  many  mistakes.  When  I 
consider  my  own  career,  it  chills  me  to  think  how  in- 
adequate I  am  for  the  task.  I  mean  just  that.  But  I 
cannot  quit;  I  must  go  on.  I  know  that  there  are  many 
others  like  myself,  each  struggling  to  do  better  as  she 
grows  older  in  the  work.     This  gives  me  courage. 

There  are  a  few  don'ts  as  well  as  things  to  do  that 
I  am  going  to  mention  with  no  comment.  They  are  a 
part  of  a  list  I  keep  for  my  own  as  reminders: 

1.  Don't  take  yourself  too  seriously. 

2.  Don't  talk  too  much.  You  are  apt  to  say  some  things 
which  had  better  be  left  unsaid. 

3.  Do  not  confide  a  secret  to  a  member  of  your  con- 
gregation. 

4.  Never  criticize  one  member  to  another. 

5.  Do  not  have  special  friends,  or  favorites  among  your 
congregation. 

6.  Do  not  be  touchy  or  sensitive — be  above  that. 

7.  Do  not  be  petty. 

8.  Get  a  philosophy  of  life  that  will  help  you  have  a 
true  perspective  of  yourself  and  your  relation  to  your 
whole  job. 

9.  Be  patient — not  overanxious  about  your  work. 

10.  Be  such  that  the  heart  of  your  husband  may  safe- 
ly trust  in  you. 

11.  Be  his  kindly  critic. 

12.  Encourage  him  when  his  spirits  are  low. 

13.  Strive  against  losing  faith  in  folks. 

14.  Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  a  deep  and  abiding 
faith  in  God  and  love  of  folks. 

I  have  written  this  at  many  different  times.  I  could 
not  take  the  time  to  polish  it  at  all.  I  am  feeling  some 
better  and  that  gives  me  encouragement.  Hope  this 
finds  you  well  and  enjoying  your  work  and  life  in  Chi- 
cago. You  have  my  very  best  wishes  in  every  way. 
Sincerely, 

Marie. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Overcoming  Worry 
Scripture:     Prov.  3:5-8;  Phil.  4:4-7 

Sunday,  August  10 
Note:    Let  the  group  consider  frankly  the  relation  of 
the  following  suggestions  to  their  own  experience. 
I.  The  Problem  of  Worry. 

1.  Jesus'  admonition,  "Be  not  anxious"  or  "Do  not 
worry"  gets  us  where  we  live.  Many  people  violate 
this  instruction. 

2.  Worry  will  add  nothing  worth  while  to  life  but  sub- 
tracts a  great  deal. 

3.  People  are  saying,  "I  don't  worry  because  I  want 
to,  but  because  I  can't  help  it.  Tell  me  how  to  avoid  it 
in  the  face  of  grave  difficulties,  perplexities,  and  trag- 
edies." 

4.  The  term  "worry"  is  sometimes  used  to  describe 
reasonable  concern  for  real  problems.  This  is  of  value. 
But  worry  is  most  often  used  to  describe  excessive  emo- 
tion for  the  unreal. 

5.  Many  people  are  able  to  meet  the  most  perplexing 
problems  with  controlled  emotions  and  clear  thinking. 
This  is  encouraging. 


II.  How  Shall  We  Deal  With  Worry? 

1.  Recognize  that  happiness  does  not  depend  upon 
material  things,  the  loss  of  which  is  the  source  of  so 
much  worry  (see  Matt.  6:19-34).  Remember  the  words 
of  the  old  lady  who  said,  "I've  had  many,  many  troubles 
in  my  life,  but  most  of  them  never  happened."  Give 
examples  of  people  who  have  lost  all  their  possessions 
but  still  were  happy. 

2.  Remember  that  many  causes  for  worry  can  be  re- 
moved if  one  faces  them  intelligently  and  courageously. 
Health  has  been  regained,  employment  found,  the  way- 
ward child  has  been  redeemed,  and  the  handicap  re- 
moved, when  the  problem  or  situation  was  faced 
squarely. 

3.  Recognize  that  even  when  the  situation  must  re- 
main bad  with  little  hope  of  changing  it,  sources  of 
strength  may  be  found  to  help  one  carry  on  (Phil.  4:4-7; 
Prov.  3:5-8).  "My  grace  is  sufficient"  was  the  promise 
to  Paul.  Experience  teaches  that  it  is  not  the  hard- 
ships and  misfortunes  which  most  afflict  us,  but  our  fears 
and  worry. 

III.  What  Will  We  Do  About  Worry  Today  and  Tomor- 
row? 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

With  Our  Schools 
La  Verne  College 

The  Kneeland  Oratorical  Contest  on  May  11  dealt 
with  the  theme,  Creative  Citizenship.  First  place  was 
won  by  Truman  Northup,  second  place  by  Joe  Jennings, 
and  third  place  by  Ralph  Smith. 

Mr.  J.  Frank  Guirado  of  the  Class  of  1941  has  ar- 
ranged to  make  an  annual  gift  to  the  college  of  $50.00 
as  prize  money  for  an  oratorical  contest. 

Two  alumni  were  called  home  to  speak  during  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  commencement  season.  Herman  B. 
Landis  of  our  Africa  mission  field  gave  the  bac- 
calaureate sermon,  Two  Ways  of  Life.  Leland  S.  Bru- 
baker  of  Elgin,  111.,  gave  the  commencement  address, 
Springs  Without  Water. 

Three  honorary  degrees  were  awarded  at  the  golden 
anniversary  commencement,  making  a  total  of  five  such 
degrees  given  during  the  history  of  the  college.  Robert 
E.  Mohler,  professor  of  biology  and  assistant  to  the 
president  in  McPherson  College,  was  awarded  the  Doc- 
tor of  Science  degree;  Herman  B.  Landis,  missionary  to 
Africa,  and  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  General  Secretary- 
Elect  of  the  General  Mission  Board,  were  each  given  the 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 

Miss  Gladdys  E.  Muir,  professor  of  history,  was 
awarded  the  Doctor  of  Literature  degree  by  McPherson 
College  at  their  1941  commencement.  This  was  a  fitting 
recognition  of  her  significant  contribution  to  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  through  the  publication 
of  Settlement  of  the  Brethren  on  the  Pacific  Slope — A 
Study  in  Colonization. 

Dr.  William  J.  Tinkle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Illinois,  will  be- 
come professor  of  biology  and  director  of  admissions 
next  year.  Dr.  Tinkle  is  a  Manchester  graduate  who  re- 
ceived his  Ph.  D.  at  Ohio  State  University.  He  is  an  ex- 
perienced teacher  but  for  the  last  two  years  has  been 
in  pastoral  service. 

Miss  Jessie  Winder,  professor  of  home  economics,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Carl  Weber  of  Ontario,  Calif.,  since  the 
close  of  school  and  has  resigned  her  position. 
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Mrs.  Harriet  Holsinger,  after  ten  years  of  service,  has 
resigned  as  matron  of  Miller  Hall  and  dean  of  women. 

The  Class  of  1921,  at  their  ten-year  reunion,  decided 
to  attempt  to  start  another  tradition.  They  think  that 
each  graduate  or  family  of  graduates  should  endeavor 
to  give  $100.00  to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  college  at 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  graduation.  Members  of  this 
class  are  already  responsible  for  the  Alma  Mater  Hymn 
and  the  College  "L."  May  their  new  effort  be  as  suc- 
cessful and  as  popular. 

The  Collegeairs,  popular  male  quartet  of  the  college, 
will  spend  the  summer  giving  programs  among  the 
churches  and  communities  of  the  Brethren  in  Northern 
California,  Oregon,  and  Washington. 

A  summer  pastorate  in  the  Sacramento  Suburban 
Church  of  the  Brethren  will  be  held  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  Jennings.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dayton  Root  will  render  a 
similar  service  for  the  Oakland  congregation. 


On  the  Way 

The  journey  continues  on  from  Nashville  by  way  of 
Memphis  across  the  Father  of  Waters  into  and  through 
the  fertile  plains  of  Arkansas  to  West  Plains,  Mo.,  where 
one  is  pleased  to  pause  some  time  with  the  delightful 
membership  of  the  Peace  Valley  congregation. 

This  local  church  has  had  varied  and  testing  experi- 
ences. Bro.  P.  L.  Fike  is  elder  in  charge  and  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Bosserman  and  Bro.  Fred  Bastin  are  fellow  preach- 
ers. They  have  always  had  a  free  ministry.  They  seem 
peaceful  and  prosperous  now  with  good  prospects.  The 
marvelous  Bro.  Hillery  once  labored  here.  He  was  truly 
a  son  of  thunder. 

At  this  time  and  place  one  was  privileged  to  meet  and 
know  a  goodly  number  of  the  Cabool  flock,  and  to  en- 
joy especially  the  clever  and  lovable  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins, 
an  outstanding  preacher  of  the  district.  Bro.  Fike  was 
the  baptist  to  induct  five  precious  ones  into  the  body  of 
Christ.  Bethany  has  been  largely  patronized  from 
Peace  Valley. 

The  next  pause  was  in  the  lovely  home  of  Bro.  M.  R. 
Murray,  who  in  1906  invited  and  supported  this  humble 
friend  to  join  his  tour  through  the  Mediterranean  world 
and  the  Holy  Land  for  needed  enrichment  of  Bible 
knowledge.  This  vigorous  champion  of  travel  through 
Europe  conducted  many  groups  hither  and  thither.  He 
is  still  the  radiant  embodiment  of  goodwill  as  of  yore. 
Bro.  S.  H.  Flory  of  Nokesville  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Cox  and 
Sister  Margueritte  Bixler  Garrett,  the  mockingbird 
songster  of  Brethrenism,  also  still  live  and  perhaps  oth- 
ers, to  do  Bro.  Murray  honor  for  the  1906  entourage. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  where  Jesse  James  was  shot  and 
where  our  1911  Annual  Meeting  was  held,  was  found  a 
fellowship  center  of  helpfulness,  with  Bro.  E.  N.  Huff- 
man in  charge  as  a  good  leader  and  church  builder.  At 
one  crisis  time  in  the  city,  this  church  gave  125,000 
meals  to  the  needy  at  less  than  four  cents  a  meal.  Many 
other  ministers  of  the  city  joined  to  help  in  this  Breth- 
ren church-house  basement  feeding  center. 

At  Union  Star  one  sought  in  vain  to  find  Mrs.  Ida 
Mitchel  Hodges,  now  in  her  eighty-fourth  journey  about 
the  sun.  The  Hodges  were  united  in  marriage  by  Father 
Henry  A.  Beahm.  The  husband  had  died  and  it  was 
solemn  to  stand  at  his  grave.  The  widow  had  moved  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  The  request  of  Lee  Whorley  and  oth- 
ers to  locate  and  visit  a  one-time  youthful  friend  was 
heeded  in  good  faith,  while  only  many  good  words  of 


their  former  well-being  in  the  community  were  re- 
ported by  citizens.  The  side  trip,  however,  was  not 
wholly  in  vain.  The  hope  is  still  held  for  a  coastal  find 
and  visit  back  to  Bro.  Murray  for  more  fellowship.  Thus 
ends  a  simple  report  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  the  bor- 
derland of  the  sunflower  state — Kansas — with  heartfelt 
thanks  to  friends  and  to  God.  The  midnight  hand-wav- 
ing of  the  dear  Pritchetts  in  Nashville  and  the  big  wel- 
come by  the  Murrays  in  Kansas  City  made  impressions 
never  to  be  forgotten. 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


Race  Prejudice  Overcome 

The  discussion  part  of  our  Sunday-school  lesson  for 
May  25  brought  to  my  mind  an  incident  that  occurred 
many  years  ago.  Jerry,  a  young  man,  well  known  to 
the  writer,  had  taken  a  load  of  cantaloupes  to  town. 
Cantaloupes  being  plentiful,  he  was  unable  to  sell  a  part 
of  his  load.  Coming  back  to  a  grocery  store  where  he 
did  most  of  his  trading,  the  grocer  said,  "What  luck! 
Not  quite  half  sold.  I'm  sorry  you  must  take  all  those 
melons  home  again." 

"Oh,  Jud,"  said  Jerry,  "you  need  not  pity  me.  I  am 
going  home  through  darkie  town." 

So  Jerry  drove  down  the  main  street  of  the  Negro 
settlement  in  the  south  part  of  town  to  about  the  cen- 
ter, and  then  he  stopped  and  called.  A  few  little  darkies 
came  out.    Jerry  told  them  to  call  all  their  little  friends. 

"I  have  a  treat  for  you,"  he  said. 

Soon  a  swarm  of  little  Negroes  surrounded  the  wagon. 
Jerry  told  them  he  was  not  sure  he  had  enough  melons 
for  one  apiece. 

"Would  you  be  willing  to  divide  the  larger  ones?" 

"Sure,"  they  said. 

Then  Jerry  began  handing  out  the  melons.  The  chil- 
dren all  thanked  him  profusely,  all  except  one  little  fel- 
low who  was  about  as  broad  as  he  was  long  and  whose 
mouth  seemed  to  reach  almost  from  ear  to  ear.  As  soon 
as  he  received  his  melon  he  started  running  toward  his 
home  calling,  "Ma!  Ma!"  When  about  halfway  he 
turned,  calling,  "Oh,  thank  you,  Mr.!  Thank  you,  thank 
you." 

In  relating  this  incident  Jerry  said,  "I  never  did  any 
small  thing  that  gave  me  more  pleasure.  I  ofttimes 
think  I  can  hear  the  shouts  of  those  little  darkies  yet." 

If  we  really  have  the  love  of  God  in  our  hearts,  we 
will  strive  to  please  instead  of  hurt  the  feelings  of  those 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact,  regardless  of  nationali- 
ty, race  or  color. 

Abilene,  Kans.  J.  F.  Correll. 


Passing  of  Bro.  Riley  J.  Flora 

Bro.  Riley  J.  Flora,  son  of  Rev.  Abraham  and  Sarah 
Barnard  Flora,  and  the  great-nephew  of  Abraham  Flora, 
who  founded  this  community,  was  born  Dec.  23,  1864,  in 
Carroll  County,  Ind.  He  passed  away  June  14,  1941,  at 
his  home  near  Flora,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of  76  years,  5 
months  and  22  days. 

In  1888  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
and  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  1897.  In  1912  he 
was  ordained  as  an  elder,  and  has  served  as  a  minister 
and  elder  in  the  Bachelor  Run  church  for  many  years. 

In  1891  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Viola  Spitler. 
They  enjoyed  many  happy  years  together,  and  would 
have  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  June 
20. 
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He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Flora;  a  sister,  Mrs. 
Jerome  Steinbaugh;  a  brother,  Perry  Flora;  four  nieces 
and  three  nephews. 

Bro.  Flora  enjoyed  and  appreciated  company.  During 
his  illness  of  one  and  one-half  years,  dozens  of  people 
called  in  his  home,  and  at  the  hospital.  This  kept  him 
cheerful  and  happy  till  the  very  last. 

During  Bro.  Flora's  life  he  was  anointed  three  times, 
and  each  time  he  received  great  comfort.  His  closing 
days  were  marked  with  a  strong  faith  and  trust  in  God. 
He  could  truly  say  with  Whittier  in  his  poem,  The  Eter- 
nal Goodness — 

Within  the  maddening  maze  of  things, 

And  tossed  by  storm  and  flood, 
To  one  fixed  trust  my  spirit  clings; 

I   know   that   God  is   good! 

Bro.  Flora  planned  all  his  funeral  arrangements.  The 
service  was  held  in  the  Flora  church  by  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  Will  Angle  and  Ray  Zook.  Burial 
was  made  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery. 

Flora,  Ind.  Clarence  D.  Sink. 


In  Memory  of  Elder  D.  K.  Kreider 

On  April  8,  1941,  Eld.  D.  K.  Kreider  passed  away 
peacefully  to  his  reward,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years 
and  nine  days.  He  was  born  near  Campbelltown,  Pa., 
March  29,  1871.     He  had  resided  in  Harrisburg  for  the 


last  twenty  years,  spending  the  last  few  years  at  the 
Messiah  Home.  He  was  a  son  of  the  late  Eld.  John  F. 
Kreider  and  wife  who  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world 
a  number  of  years  ago. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Annie  E.  Hoffer,  Dec. 
12,  1892.  This  union  was  blest  with  three  sons:  Obed 
E.  of  Philadelphia,  Asher  H.  of  Altoona,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  He  is  survived  by  a  sorrowing  wife, 
the  two  sons  above  mentioned,  six  grandchildren,  one 
brother  and  one  sister — Bishop  Henry  K.  Kreider  of 
Campbelltown,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Sallie  K.  Doner  of  Messiah 
Home,  who  spent  thirty  years  on  the  Africa  mission 
field. 

He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Spring  Creek,  near  Hershey,  Pa.,  forty-eight  years  ago, 
and  served  forty  years  in  the  ministry,  having  served  as 
elder  for  thirty-five  years.  He  had  the  direct  oversight 
of  the  Hummel  Street  congregation,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  for 


several  years.  Since  his  health  was  not  what  he  de- 
sired, he  supplied  the  pulpit  with  able  brethren  who  de- 
livered good  sermons.  There  were  twenty-five  mem- 
bers added  to  the  church  on  one  single  occasion.  He 
also  served  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  and  treasurer  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  kept  young  in  spirit  in  his  de- 
clining years. 

A  committee  of  the  Harrisburg  congregation  offers 
the  following  testimony: 

"Bro.  D.  K.  Kreider  filled  a  unique  place  in  our 
church  family.  In  the  business  activities  of  the  church, 
he  served  willingly  when  called  upon  and  was  always 
frank  and  modest  in  giving  advice  and  offering  assist- 
ance. To  our  social  groups  he  gave  life  and  inspiration. 
The  children,  young  people  and  older  folks  enjoyed  his 
presence  and  he  theirs.  At  the  appointed  time  of  wor- 
ship, he  was  found  in  his  accustomed  place  always  on 
time,  an  attentive  listener  and  an  eager  learner. 

"In  all  of  these  activities,  we  keenly  miss  our  brother 
and  day  by  day  we  are  becoming  more  conscious  of  the 
value  of  the  contributions  he  made,  as  well  as  our  inter- 
dependence in  the  work  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

"Some  traits  of  our  brother  worthy  of  emulation  are — 

1.  Regularity  at  worship  in  the  house  of  God,  and  that 
on  time. 

2.  Faith  and  confidence  in  the  church  of  his  choice. 

3.  Willingness  to  serve  when  and  where  he  was  able. 

4.  A  keen  desire  to  learn  more  fully  the  will  of  the 
Lord  for  his  life. 

5.  Consciousness  of  weaknesses — like  the  great  Apos- 
tle Paul,  realizing  he  had  not  yet  attained,  was  striving 
earnestly  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey, 
pastor  of  the  Hummel  Street  church,  Harrisburg,  in  the 
Messiah  Home  chapel.  Interment  took  place  in  the 
Spring  Creek  cemetery  at  Hershey,  Pa. 

Camp  Hill,  Pa.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem. 


As  I  Ponder 

Ever  since  the  last  election  I  have  been  pondering 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  of  vital  interest,  or  should  be 
of  principal  interest  to  every  Christian  in  the  land.  I 
believe  it  is  conceded  by  all  of  our  faith  that  we  have 
a  right  to  vote  on  moral  issues  at  elections.  This  granted, 
can  a  Republican  or  Democrat  ask  the  blessing  of  God 
on  a  vote  that  sanctions  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquor, 
keeping  in  power  a  party  that  sells  liquid  damnation  to 
our  children,  our  neighbors  and  their  children?  At  the 
same  time,  every  voter  could  have  voted  for  a  good 
Christian  man,  who,  if  he  had  been  put  in  power,  would 
have  abolished  this  traffic  in  souls,  which  is  "Enemy  No. 
1." 

Will  a  just  God  bless  America  when  time  after  time 
we  return  men  to  office  who  wink  at  the  law  and  are 
slack  in  enforcement  of  the  laws  we  have?  Such  are 
not  fit  to  be  tolerated  in  any  democracy.  They  are 
destroying  our  national  manhood  and  womanhood,  and 
all  for  the  sake  of  money.    Oh,  what  an  outrage! 

Will  a  church  be  blessed  that  votes  95%  wet,  that 
voted  for  repeal  and  a  continuation  of  the  most  blighting 
curse  upon  the  fairest  nation  in  the  universe?  Can  a 
man  be  dry  and  vote  wet? 

I  think  it  is  time  the  churches  repent  in  sack  cloth 
and  ashes,  and  bring  forth  meat  for  repentance. 

Wake  up,  Christians!  Put  on  the  whole  armor  of  faith, 
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the  breastplate  of  righteousness  and  fight  this  thing 
through;  shall  we  meet  the  same  fate  as  France  and 
England  through  drink?  They  have  lost  much  through 
intemperance.  Hitler,  that  bad  man,  with  all  his  faults, 
knows  enough  to  keep  himself  a  sober  army.  For 
shame!     We  should  hide  our  faces. 

People  have  the  power  of  the  ballot.  Why  don't  we 
strike  this  monster  down  before  it  is  too  late? 

Adel,  Iowa.  A.  F.  Reiste. 


Joe  Is  Gone 

Who  was  Joe?    Out  of  the  past  and  out  of  the  beauti- 
ful realm  in  which  his  soul  lived  and  flourished,  comes 
the  answer.     Just  one  more  of  the  many  of  whom  an- 
other  citizen   of   that   same 
realm  has  said: 
"Full  many  a  flower  is  born 

to  blush  unseen, 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on 
the  desert  air." 
Yet  to  those  of  us  who 
have  known  and  loved  him 
through  the  years,  he  was 
"Joe,"  and  I  who  now  at- 
tempt to  add  a  few  more 
lines  to  the  "short  and  sim- 
ple annals  of  the  poor," 
must  write  with  tear- 
dimmed  eyes,  as  memory 
goes  back  to  days  of  yore. 
When  oft  returning  home  from  late  hours  at  work  in 
the  village  store  or  from  some  youthful  party,  in  the 
darkness  or  mist  or  the  inimitable  moonlight  of  the  be- 
loved Illinois  prairie,  and  passing  through  the  old 
squeaking  gate  of  mother's  flower  garden,  I  have  heard 
a  voice  out  somewhere  amid  the  fruit  trees  or  the  shrub- 
bery of  that  loved  garden;  a  voice  in  converse  with  the 
other  world — and  methinks,  often  no  doubt  in  my  be- 
half— and  that  voice  was  Joe's. 

Or  oft  in  the  leisure  hours  of  the  home  circle  in  an 
obscure  and  humble  cottage  with  neighbors,  friends  or 
kinfolk,  there  was  a  hand  and  a  voice  at  the  old  family 
organ,  leading  and  lifting  us  into  the  realm  of  saints, 
patriots  and  lovers;  and  the  hand  and  the  voice  of  the 
sweet  singer  was  Joe's. 

And  again,  as  a  student  and  lover  of  literature  and 
by  the  love  of  a  family  tie  I  have  been  constrained  to 
labor  with  him  the  past  few  years  in  his  fight  against 
time  and  age,  and  blindness  for  a  number  of  years;  fight- 
ing against  time  and  fate  to  get  his  minstrelsy  into 
printed  form;  and  that  work,  going  over  and  over  page 
after  page,  much  of  it  typed  with  the  hard  handicap  of 
his  blindness,  has  thrilled  me  with  the  music  from  the 
soul  of  a  great  troubadour;  and  that  soul  was  Joe's. 

But  Joe  and  I  and  other  friends  did  not  win  in  the 
fight  to  lay  in  his  hands  and  before  the  eyes  of  his  fel- 
lows his  finished  dream. 

It  seems  not  unfitting  then  that  for  the  obsequies  and 
obituary  of  the  most  prolific  and  one  of  the  most  gifted 
and  versatile  poetic  penmen  and  minstrels  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  produced,  I  should  feel  inspired  by 
his  beloved  Muse  to  inscribe  the  following  tribute — 

Our   Departed   Minstrel 

The  harp  of  a  great  minstrel  is  silent, 
The  voice  of  a  sweet  singer  is  stilled; 

The   soul   of   a   troubadour  resteth, 

While  by  the  sunlight  of  glory  he's  thrilled. 


No  more  doth  the  harper  and  singer 

Need  the  inspired  impulse  of  the  Muse; 

For  now  in  the  realm  of  the  blessed 
The  full  passion  of  soul  is  set  loose. 

The  discordant  note  of  the  earthly 

No  more  shall  hinder  singer  or  song; 
For  the  lyre  and  the  lay  of  the  minstrel 

Blends  with  heaven's  harmonious  throng. 

The  gold  from  the  ore  is  now  minted, 

Perfume  from  the  crushed  flower  doth  arise; 

His  fair  dreams  of  life  find  fruition 
In  the  kingdom  of  bliss  in  the  skies. 

Joseph  Oliver  Barnhart,  one  of  Cerro  Gordo's  (Illi- 
nois) oldest  citizens  and  well-known  teacher,  poet  and 
minister,  passed  away  in  the  D.  &  M.  C.  hospital,  De- 
catur, 111.,  May  14,  1941,  aged  76  years. 

Seventy-six  years  ago  Feb.  2,  Joe  was  born  near  Lib- 
erty, Adams  County,  111.,  the  eldest  son  of  Isaac  and 
Susley  (Bond)  Barnhart.  About  70  years  ago  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Piatt  County,  Illinois,  first  to  Milmine,. 
then  to  La  Place  and  last  to  Cerro  Gordo,  which  has 
been  Joe's  home  town  for  near  65  years. 

After  graduating  from  the  local  high  school  in  the 
Class  of  '86  he  followed  the  profession  of  teacher,  most- 
ly in  Piatt  County,  for  over  twenty-five  years.  A  few 
terms  were  taught  in  Macon,  Coles,  Douglas  and  Marion 
counties. 

April  19,  1908,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Grant  in 
Chesterville,  111.,  where  he  had  been  teaching.  Besides 
the  widow,  there  remain  a  twin  sister,  Mrs.  Anna  Mid- 
dleton,  and  a  brother,  Oscar  Burton  Barnhart,  both  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  a  brother,  Rev.  Walter  J.  Barnhart,  of  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  and  several  nieces,  nephews  and  cousins. 

About  twenty-five  years  ago  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  in  the  Old  Brick  church  west  of  Cerro  Gordo. 
Joe  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a 
youth,  in  an  epoch  when  it  meant  something  for  a  young 
man  to  "join  the  Dunkard  Church."  He  did  not  just 
"join  church;"  he  committed  his  life  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  for  over  sixty  years  he  faithfully  kept  that 
youthful  pledge. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  in  life  of  the  call  to  the  minis- 
try, and  the  loss  of  his  sight  a  few  years  after,  his  work 
in  the  ministry  was  seriously  handicapped  and  he  was 
not  able  to  carry  this  work  very  far. 

Because  of  his  blindness  and  the  failing  health  of 
himself  and  wife  they  had  been  boarding  at  the  Breth- 
ren Home  in  Girard,  111.,  for  a  couple  of  years;  but 
critical  developments  made  it  necessary  to  enter  the 
hospital  in  Decatur  for  special  care  and  treatment,  where 
a  bad  case  of  heart  trouble  resulted  in  his  death  about 
six  weeks  later. 

Brother  Joe  had  a  remarkable  gift  of  memory  and 
a  keen  intellect,  and  though  not  having  attended  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning  he  had  acquired  a  vast 
store  of  knowledge  and  a  wide  and  deep  knowledge  of 
the  Scriptures  and  served  many  times  as  an  able  Sun- 
day-school teacher.  As  a  public  school  teacher  he  car- 
ried for  a  number  of  years  the  highest  grade  made  in 
teachers'  examinations  in  Piatt  County. 

Most  of  his  teaching  was  done  in  the  grades  and  his- 
love  for  the  children  and  the  promising  lives  of  youth 
made  his  life  almost  a  sacrificial  one  in  that  it  kept  him 
out  of  touch  with  a  number  of  activities  in  the  adult 
world. 

His  was  a  heart  mature  with  the  wisdom  of  experi- 
ence, yet  with  the  sincerity,  guilelessness  and  tender- 
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ness  of  the  child  life  and  youth  which  he  served  and 
loved  so  well,  and  the  guile  and  insincerity  and  in- 
gratitude of  a  carnal  and  material  world  cut  deeply  into 
his  trusting  heart. 

None  of  his  contemporaries  can  claim  repute  for  a 
cleaner  life.  The  carnalities  and  riches  of  a  material 
world  had  no  appeal  or  allurements  for  him.  His  soul 
habitat  was  the  realm  of  the  lofty,  the  ideal,  the  intel- 
lectual, the  spiritual  in  literature,  art,  music  and  life. 

His  was  the  soul  of  a  troubadour,  the  honor  of  a 
knight,  and  for  over  sixty  years  he  wore  the  un- 
tarnished and  unblemished  escutcheon  of  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

The  outstanding  characteristic  of  his  life  was  his  in- 
tense, enthusiastic  devotion  to  poetry  and  music.  Even 
in  his  blindness,  when  so  suddenly  it  had  smitten  him, 
this  enthusiasm  was  not  abated,  though  henceforth  great- 
ly handicapped.  Many  of  his  best  compositions  have 
come  since  this  misfortune.  Over  a  period  of  years 
many  of  his  poems  and  hymns  have  been  published  in 
church  periodicals  and  hymnals. 

After  laborious  effort  in  typing  and  supervision  with 
help  of  friends  and  kin,  the  writer  has  compiled  Joe's 
complete  collection  of  poems  and  hymns.  There  are  al- 
most a  thousand  double-spaced  typewritten  pages  in 
the  compilation,  including  a  number  of  Lincoln  and 
Washington  sonnets,  two  of  Joe's  favorite  patriot  heroes. 
All  in  all  this  is  an  artist's  contribution  to  clean  litera- 
ture and  highest  living  which  any  church  might  well  be 
proud  to  claim.  This  is  borne  out  by  many  tributes  of 
those  who  have  read  his  lines,  i.  e.:  the  late  Governor 
Horner;  the  beloved  pioneer  educator,  the  late  Eld.  S. 
Z.  Sharp;  Eld.  I.  D.  Heckman,  former  school  pupil  and 
life-long  church  associate  of  Joe's;  the  revered  Stovers  of 
India;  Eld.  O.  G.  Davis;  Attorney  James  E.  Hunt  and 
Mrs.  Rose  Ward  Hunt,  who  was  "Pinkey,"  one  of  the 
slaves  auctioned  off  for  freedom  by  Henry  Ward  Beech- 
er  in  that  famous  auction  in  Plymouth  church,  a  story 
which  Joe  has  so  skillfully  memorialized  in  his  thrilling 
poetical  narrative,  The  Ransomed  Slave.  And  space 
will  not  allow  other  tributes  here. 

And  so  from  out  this  knightly  heart  and  poetic  soul 
has  come  for  years  a  stream  of  melody  in  rhythm  and 
song  beside  whose  meandering  waters  the  throbbing  life 
of  the  famous  central  prairie  and  cornbelt  of  Illinois 
for  over  half  a  century  lives  again  like  a  garden  of 
beauty  before  our  eyes.  There  again  the  woodland 
dales  and  wide,  wide  prairies,  the  waving  grain,  the  tas- 
seled  cornfields;  the  farmer  and  his  wife,  the  rustic  sons 
and  daughters;  the  countryside,  the  village,  the  country 
and  village  school  and  church,  the  master  and  the  par- 
son, the  village  smithy,  the  old  town  well,  the  "cala- 
boose" (village  jail),  the  doctor,  the  squire;  the  bedside 
of  the  sick  and  the  dying;  the  memorials  of  the  heroes 
of  peace  and  war,  his  revered  hero,  Washington,  the  trail 
of  the  immortal  Lincoln — greatest  son  of  the  cornbelt 
and  prairie;  all  these  and  more,  like  a  great  panorama, 
arise  to  our  view  and  yet  the  melody  goes  on  to  follow 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  great  prairie  over  the 
seven  seas  to  other  lands,  mission  fields  and  the  city  be- 
yond the  skies. 

The  outstanding  character  of  all  his  verse  is  an  un- 
wavering devotion  and  appeal  to  the  highest  incentives 
and  spiritual  ideals,  and  above  all  loyalty  to  the  Christ 
whom  he  loved  and  served.  Like  a  true  artist  he  has 
drawn  his  colors  from  earth  and  sea  and  sky,  his  words 


from  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  lowly,  and  from  the 
matchless  Holy  Writ.  Here  with  his  magic  wand  the 
temple  of  the  Muse  swings  wide  its  doors  as  another 
minstrel  thrums  his  lyre  and  sings  to  cheer,  inspire, 
sooth  and  instruct  the  hearts  of  his  fellow  men.  The 
world  is  richer  because  of  that  minstrelsy  of  verse  and 
song,  and  though  the  full  praise  of  this  loved  minstrel 
is  yet  unsung,  it  is  still  our  hope  and  prayer  that  since 
the  Lord  has  marvelously  kept  and  delivered  me  out  of 
a  terrible  ordeal  in  illness  and  surgery,  I  may  be  en- 
abled and  permitted  to  finish  the  dream  and  task  to 
which  Joe  gave  so  much  of  labor,  sacrifice  and  hope. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  Cerro  Gordo,  May  16th,  in  charge  of  Elders  I.  D.  and 
W.  T.  Heckman,  former  pupils  and  life-long  friends  of 
the  deceased.  Assisting  also  was  a  nephew,  Rev.  Oscar 
A.  Barnhart,  of  Chicago.  The  interment  was  in  the  Cer- 
ro Gordo  cemetery  where  lie  the  remains  of  many 
friends  and  fellow  citizens  whom  Joe  honored  and  me- 
morialized in  many  of  his  poems. 

Dayton,  Ohio.  Walter  J.  Barnhart. 


North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  Camp  News 

The  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  young  people  have 
met  in  camp  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  district. 
This  camp  was  held  June  15  to  18  at  the  Nazarene  camp  site 
at  Sawyer,  North  Dakota. 

Sunday,  June  15,  was  family  day.  On  that  day  the  campers 
arrived  with  their  mothers  and  dads  to  spend  the  day  together 
before   their  parents  went  home   in  the   evening. 

By  Monday  morning  there  were  forty  young  people  enrolled. 
six  of  them  coming  directly  from  the  Intermediate  Camp  held 
at  the  Peter  Glein  Ranch  near  Dagmar,  Montana,  from  June  8 
to   12. 

Our  young  people  were  directed  in  their  many  interesting 
activities  and  studies  by  the  following  people:  Bro.  Desmond 
Bittinger  of  McPherson,  a  missionary  to  Africa;  Stanley  Keller 
and  Carl  Yoder,  both  from  the  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary;  J.  W. 
Shively  of  the  Rock  Lake  church;  Wilburn  Lewallen  of  Zion 
and  Joy  Smith  from  Iowa,  graduates  of  McPherson  College;  Mrs. 
Ralph  Petry,  wife  of  our  district  fieldman;  and  Ralph  Petry, 
who  was  camp  manager. 

There  were  classes  in  missions,  Bible  study,  Bible  geography, 
social  problems,  and  personality  development.  A  work  project 
of  soap  carving  and  the  making  of  plaques  was  directed  by 
Dorothy   Kauffman   of  Surrey. 

The  parklike  appearance  of  the  camp  site  made  it  a  delight- 
ful place  for  the  recreation  which  included  games,  softball,  a 
treasure  hunt  and  exercises.  This  made  a  very  beautiful  setting 
for  the  inspirational  vespers  and  the  campfire  services  which 
completed  the  activities  of  the  day. 

One  unique  feature  of  this  camp  was  the  handling  of  the  ex- 
penses. Food  was  pooled  by  the  campers,  making  it  unneces- 
sary to  buy  any  food.  The  enrollment  fee  was  only  50c.  This, 
with  the  $10  each  contributed  by  the  Minot,  Carrington,  Surrey 
and  Cando  churches,  and  by  Sister  Violet  Harris,  formerly  of 
Minot,  and  the  freewill  offering  taken  on  Sunday,  took  care  of 
the  rent  for  the  camp  grounds  and  any  other  expenses  that 
came    up. 

Everyone  felt  that  this,  our  first  young  people's  camp,  was 
a  very  successful  start  for  the  many  inspirational  camps  we 
hope  to  have  in  the  future. 


Surrey,  N.  Dakota. 


Dorothy  Kauffman. 


Rededication  of  the  Little  River  Church 

It  will  be  one  hundred  years  next  spring  since  Jacob  Zigler, 
a  deacon,  moved  into  what  is  now  known  as  the  Elk  Run  con- 
gregation of  the  Second  District  of  Virginia.  It  was  some  years 
however  before  an  organization  was  effected,  but  rather  early 
in  the  history  of  the  congregation  the  spirit  of  missions  took 
hold  of  those  who  had  the  work  in  charge  and  regular  trips 
were  made  on  horseback  to  the  mountainous  part  of  the  terri- 
tory lying  in  southern  Augusta  and  Rockbridge  counties,  as  well 
as   into  Bath   County. 

In  the  year  of  1871  the  Little  River  church  was  built  by  the 
Baptist  people,  and  until  the  Brethren  purchased  it  in  1913,  it 
was  known  as  the  Craigsville  Baptist  church:  but  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  were  a  few  Brethren  members  living  in  that  com- 
munity the  Brethren  were  permitted  to  hold  services  there  from 
time  to  time.  After  it  was  purchased  in  1913  it  was  known  as 
Little  River,  a  mission  point  of  the  Elk  Run  congregation;  but 
on   April   1,   1939,   it  was   organized   as   a   separate   congregation. 
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with  a  membership  of  202,  including  one  minister  and  four 
deacons. 

Eld.  David  C.  Zigler,  son  of  the  Jacob  Zigler  mentioned 
above,  was  largely  responsible  for  the  origin  and  upkeep  of  the 
work  there  across  the  years,  until  his  departure  more  than 
twenty-two  years  ago,  since  which  time  his  son,  the  writer,  has 
had  charge  as  elder  and  part-time  pastor  most  of  the  time. 

Having  recently  added  some  very  much  needed  Sunday-school 
rooms,  and  installed  electric  lights,  the  rededicatory  service  was 
held  on  Sunday,  June  1,  the  writer  using  as  a  text  the  words 
of  J<esus,  found  in  Mark  11:17b:  "My  house  shall  be  called  a 
house  of  prayer."  After  having  enjoyed  lunch  and  fellowship 
at  the  noon  hour,  Sister  Sarah  Z.  Myers,  also  of  the  Zigler  fam- 
ily, gave  at  the  hour  of  3  o'clock,  a  most  interesting  and  in- 
spiring message  concerning  her  recent  leaving  of  the  China  mis- 
sion field  against  many  odds.  The  membership  at  present  num- 
bers 213.  The  people  at  Little  River  feel  greatly  encouraged  and 
the   present    outlook    is    good. 

Churchville,  Va.  W.   H.   Zigler. 


Young  People's  Rally,  Northeastern  Kansas 

The  young  people  of  the  Northeastern  District  of  Kansas  at- 
tended one  of  the  most  inspirational  rallies  that  has  been  their 
privilege. 

The  people  of  Sabetha  were  the  hosts.  They  gave  us  three 
big  meals  and   one  night's  lodging  for  only  forty  cents. 

The    theme   was   "Forward    With    Christ." 

The  banquet  was  at  six-thirty  with  Wilmer  Moffet  as  toast- 
master.  The  word  of  welcome  was  given  by  our  district  presi- 
dent, Mary  Lowe  of  Sabetha;  the  response  was  given  by  Dean 
Fahrbach  of  the  Navarre  church.  The  Morrill  church  gave  us 
a  very  beautiful  selection  of  special  music.  Kurtis  Naylor  gave 
us  a  splendid  address  entitled  Christus  Victor.  He  told  of  some 
of  his  experiences  at  the  Amsterdam  Conference  and  while 
traveling  in  the  other  parts  of  Europe.  One  reason  that  he  gave 
for  being  a  pacifist  was  that  he  had  gotten  acquainted  with 
young  people  of  all  the  different  nations  that  are  now  at  war 
and  he  could  not  take  up  a  gun  and  go  to  war  with  the  thought 
in  mind  that  he  might  shoot  one  of  these  young  people  that  he 
had  enjoyed  fellowship  with  at  the  Amsterdam  conference. 

After  the  banquet  the  cabinet  met  with  Bro.  Naylor  and  dis- 
cussed many  things  that  concern  our  district.  The  proposed 
constitution  was  also  read  over  and  a  few  changes  were  made. 

The  weather  was  not  in  our  favor  on  Sunday  morning  so  we 
had  to  have  the  morning  watch  service  in  the  church  building 
instead  of  on  the  shores  of  the  Sabetha  Lake  as  was  planned. 

Bro.  Roy  Kistner  led  the  discussion  of  the  young  people's  Sun- 
day-school  class. 

Bro.  Kinzie  delivered  the  morning  address  entitled  Life's  Chal- 
lenge. "To  discover  the  art  of  living  is  our  greatest  challenge. 
Existence  is  not  living.  The  challenge  is  to  be  about  our  Fath- 
er's business.  Ideals  are  like  stars;  they  guide  us  on  our  way." 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  things  that  Bro.  Kinzie  gave 
us   in   his   address. 

After  the  church  services  we  all  gathered  in  the  basement 
and  filled  our  physical  needs  with   a  very   good  dinner. 

The  business  meeting  was  held  at  one-thirty  in  charge  of  our 
president,  Mary  Lowe.  A  constitution  was  adopted  and  a  new 
president  and  secretary  and  treasurer  were  elected.  Mary  Lowe 
and  Murna  Brammell  were  the  retiring  officers.  Dean  Fahr- 
bach and  Leonard  Aeschliman  are  the  new  president  and  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  to  take  office  next  rally. 

Bro.  Flory,  our  pastor  counselor,  led  the  forum  in  which 
problems  of  our  local  church  were  discussed.  A  retreat  was 
planned  for  the  local  adult  advisers  and  presidents  of  our  B.  Y. 
P.  D-  groups.  It  will  be  held  at  Ozawkie,  Kansas,  on  July  12 
and   13. 

The  closing  service,  which  was  a  dedication  service,  was  also 
led  by  Bro.  Flory. 

Topeka,  Kans. 


Wilmer  Moffet. 


A  Letter  of  Appreciation 

Please  allow  me  space  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks 
for  the  many  birthday  wishes  I  have  received;  ninety-six  cards, 
letters,  telegrams  and  air  mail  messages  have  arrived  in  the  last 
four  days.  They  came  from  nine  states  and  from  as  far  west  as 
the  Pacific  Coast  and  as  far  east  as  Bangor,  Maine. 

A  great  many  are  from  nephews  and  nieces  and  grandnephews 
and  grandnieces  whom  I  have  never  seen.  This  makes  me  real- 
ize how  a  family  expands  from  one  generation  to  another.  A 
few  remembrances  came  from  childhood  friends  and  these 
brought  old  memories  to  my  mind.  Some  came  from  people  I 
have  met  at  various  times  and  different  places. 

I  was  the  first  child  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  Eleven 
of  us  lived  long  enough  to  have  families  of  our  own.  Today  one 
sister,  thirteen  years  younger,  and  a  brother,  twenty  years 
younger,  are  living.  So  far  I  am  the  only  one  who  has  passed 
eighty  years. 


Not  being  able  to  read  the  cards  myself,  my  daughter-in-law 
and  little  granddaughter  read  them  for  me,  while  tears  of  joy  and 
gratitude  rolled  down  my  cheeks. 

I  do  not  agree  with  the  way  most  people  count  birthdays.  I 
admit  that  it  was  my  ninety-first  birthday  anniversary.  But  the 
Fourth  of  July,  1850,  was  my  real  birthday,  and  I  think  it  should 
be  counted.  Hence,  this  year  really  brought  my  ninety-second 
birthday. 

I  have  looked  over  the  record  of  my  ancestors  and  always 
thought  some  of  them  were  very  old,  but  the  oldest  one  I  have 
found  lived  to  be  eighty-six.  So  I  can  say  with  the  psalmist 
that  "his  loving  kindness  endureth  forever." 

The  Lord  gave  me  a  very  good  life  companion.  We  lived  to- 
gether sixty-two  short  years.  We  had  eight  children,  all  living 
to  maturity.  Seven  of  them  are  still  living.  Twenty-seven 
grandchildren  are  living  and  also  six  great-grandchildren.  I  am 
very  thankful  that  they  are  all  so  kind  and  helpful  to  me. 

My  general  health  is  good  but  my  eyesight  and  hearing  are 
very  poor.  I  have  always  read,  but  not  so  much  what  I  should 
have  read,  as  I  neglected  Bible  reading  until  old  age  struck  me. 
At  the  present  time  reading  is  my  chief  pastime.  However,  I 
read  under  great  difficulties.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  read 
newspapers.  I  have  a  New  Testament  and  Psalms  printed  in 
large  type.  I  have  been  a  continual  reader  and  subscriber  to  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  fifty-two  years.  I  praise  the  Lord  that  the 
lines  of  this  reading  matter  are  not  crowded  together  like  news- 
paper printing,  but  printed  on  good  paper  with  large  print.  For 
the  last  six  months  my  reading  has  been  confined  to  the  Bible 
and  Messenger.  I  praise  the  Lord  that  I  am  happier  now  than 
ever  before  in  my  life. 

My  only  physical  exercise  is  walking.  When  I  am  in  town 
where  there  are  cement  walks,  walking  goes  well.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  and  for  some  time,  yea,  I  am  at  a  farm.  The  only 
smooth  walking  place  is  the  highway.  So  I  cannot  walk  unless 
accompanied  by  an  escort  who  has  good  eyes  and  ears.  Farm 
people  are  usually  busy   at  this  time   of  year. 

I  have  a  favorite  motto  which  I  have  been  trying  to  practice 
for  some  years:  "Today  is  the  tomorrow  we  worried  about  yes- 
terday, and  all  is  well.  If  we  would  live  one  day  at  a  time  we 
could    live    longer   and    die   happier." 

My  companion  passed  away  six  years  ago  and  since  then  I  have 
been  living  among  the  children  and  grandchildren. 

"With  charity  for  all  and  malice  toward  none." 

David  City,  Nebr.  S.  W.  Mohler. 


Joseph  D.  Grossnickle 

Joseph  D.  Grossnickle,  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  Grossnickle, 
born  near  Mapleville,  Md.,  Feb.  12,  1848,  died  May  3,   1941.     His 
wife,  Emma  Stouffer  Grossnickle,  preceded  him  in  death  eight- 
een   years    ago.      He    served    as 
deacon    about    fifty    years.      For 
forty  years  he  was  superintend- 
ent   of    Mt.    Zion    cemetery    and 
sexton   of  the   church.     To  this 
work   he   was   very   attentive,   it 
being   next   to   his   home   in    in- 
terest. 

Father  and  mother's  home 
was  always  open  to  our  min- 
isters and  church  people  in 
general.  I'm  often  made  to 
think  of  the  many  conversa- 
tions on  the  Bible  and  the 
church  that  we  children  were 
privileged  to  listen  to,  thus  be- 
coming indoctrinated  in  the 
truth.  Many  of  our  former 
evangelists  enjoyed  the  hospi- 
tality of  this  home  during  our 
revivals.  Father  was  of  a  kind, 
cheerful  disposition  and  cour- 
teous and  unassuming  to  his 
fellow  men. 

Because  of  his  deafness  and  being  removed  to  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  a  strange  congregation,  father  did  not  get  to  church 
in  his  last  years,  but  his  faith  never  wavered.  His  heart  was 
made  sad  many  times  because  of  pride  and  sin  manifested  in 
professed    followers    of    Christ. 

For  three  and  one-half  months  father  was  bedfast,  suffering 
much  mentally  at  times,  yet  seldom  complaining.  When  the  last 
complication  came,  he  was  unconscious  almost  a  week,  sleeping 
peacefully  away. 

He  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  four  having  preceded  him 
in  death.  Also  surviving  are  numerous  grandchildren,  great- 
grandchildren   and    two    great-great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  of  his  son,  H.  D.  Gross- 
nickle, near  Mapleville.  Services  were  conducted  by  Elder  H.  R. 
Rowland,  assisted  by  Elders  John  Bowlus  and  William  Huns- 
berger.     The  interment  was  in  the  Mt.   Zion  cemetery. 

Hagerstown,   Md.  Katie   Grossnickle   Long. 
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Peter  J.  Blough 

Peter  J.  Blough,  son  of  John  and  Jane  Blough.  was  born  at 
Hooversville.  Pa.,  Aug.  30.  1861,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Orange 
Township.  June  6,  1941.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Pennsylvania 
and  was  married  to  Kathrine  Horner,  Nov.  15.  1888.  Soon  after 
her  death,  June  3,  1904,  he  came  west  with  his  three  young 
children  and   located  in  Orange  Township. 

On  March  11,  1905,  he  married  Mrs.  Amanda  Lichty  Speicher, 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  Mary  Lichty  of  Waterloo.  For  twelve 
years  they  lived  on  their  farm  and  in  1917  they  moved  to  a  res- 
idence in  Orange  Center  where  they  lived  until  his  death. 

A  daughter,  Mrs.  Jennie  Blough  Miller,  preceded  him  in  death 
in  1932.  She  and  her  husband,  Arthur  Miller,  were  missionaries 
for  eleven  years  until  her  death  of  a  tropical  fever  in  India,  the 
land  they  served.  Her  husband,  Arthur,  is  now  teaching  in  Boaz, 
Ala. 

Mrs.  Blough  also  had  a  daughter  by  her  first  marriage.  Mrs. 
Mary  Speicher  Shull.  who  was  a  missionary  to  India,  where  she 
died  in   1935. 

Surviving  are  his  companion,  two  sons,  Dorsey,  who  lives  on 
the  farm  his  father  formerly  owned  and  operated  in  Orange 
Township,  and  Rev.  Homer  Blough,  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa.  Fifteen  grandchildren  also  sur- 
vive. U.  S.  Blough,  a  brother,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Hamer,  a  sister, 
preceded  him   in   death. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Blough  was  a  member  of  the  South  Waterloo  church 
and  Sunday  school,  where  he  served  actively  and  faithfully.  He 
never  missed  its  services  when  at  all  able  to  attend.  Though  his 
body  was  physically  frail  for  some  time,  he  was  often  present  at 
worship,  being  present  on  the  last  Sunday  of  his  life  on  earth. 
He  was  a  man  who  seldom  complained  and  had  a  hopeful  out- 
look on  life. 

The  undersigned,  his  pastor,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  O.  Tann- 
reuther,  conducted  funeral  services  at  the  South  Waterloo 
church.     Burial   was   made   in   the   Orange   Township    cemetery. 

Waterloo,    Iowa.  W.    H.    Yoder. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Benson-Lockhart. — By  the  undersigned  at  the  parsonage  at 
Allison  Prairie,  June  19,  1941,  Ralph  Benson  and  Mary  Kathrin 
Lockhart,  both  of  Lawrenceville,  111. — Dolar  Ritchey,  Lawrence- 
ville,    111. 

Deeier-Hahn. — Harold  I.  Deeter,  Chicago,  111.,  and  Blanche  I. 
Hahn,  Whitefish,  Mont.,  July  2,  1941,  in  the  Whitefish  parsonage. 
—A.   P.   Becker,  Whitefish,   Mont. 

Follis-Thomas. — At  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  June  20,  1941, 
Paul  E.  Follis  of  Oakland  and  Ruth  Thomas  of  Keyes,  Calif.— 
D.  F.   Sink,  Reedley,   Calif. 

Fry-Brian. — By  the  undersigned  at  the  Allison  Prairie  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  June  24,  1941,  Hanford  Irwin  Fry  and  Audry 
Helen  Brian. — Dolar  Ritchey,  Lawrenceville,  111. 

Hamer-von  Glan. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents  at  Breda,  Iowa,  Carl  Bickley  Hamer  of  Water- 
loo, Iowa,  and  Mable  Louise  von  Glan  of  Breda,  Iowa. — O.  W. 
Hamer,   Waterloo,    Iowa. 

Johnson-Ries. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  San  Bernardino 
church,  June  6,  1941,  James  Johnson  and  Kathryn  Ries,  both  of 
San  Bernardino. — Royal  D.   Glick,   San  Bernardino,   Calif. 

Kimmel -Schwalm. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  McPherson 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  June  29,  1941,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Kimmel  of 
McLouth,  Kans.,  and  Sister  Betty  Edith  Schwalm  of  McPherson, 
Kans. — V.  F.  Schwalm,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Kinsel-Erbaugh. — In  the  Eversole  church  near  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  June  7,  1941,  Paul  W.  Kinsel  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  and  Naomi 
Erbaugh,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Omer  B. 
Maphis,  Oak  Park,  111. 

Larson-Heckman. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  McPherson 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  5,  1941,  Bro.  Harold  Larson  of 
Abilene,  Kans.,  and  Sister  Vera  Heckman  of  McPherson,  Kans.— 
V.  F.  Schwalm,  N.   Manchester,   Ind. 

Poole-Rippeon. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  residence  near 
New  Market,  Md.,  Preston  C.  Poole  and  Eloise  E.  Rippeon,  June 
28,   1941. — S.   Ira  Arnold,  New  Market,  Md. 

Porier-Heckman. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Polo  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  June  14,  1941,  Mark  Porter  of  Havana,  Kans.,  and 
Avis   Heckman   of  Polo,   111. — John   Heckman,   Polo,   111. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Bennett,  Julia  I.,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Hoover 
Winebrenner,  was  born  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  13, 
1860,  and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Warren,  Ind.,  May  28,  1941. 


She  was  married  to  Amos  S.  Bennett  on  Dec.  11,  1879,  and  to 
them  were  born  one  son  and  two  daughters.  In  1886,  soon  after 
their  marriage,  this  couple  united  with  the  Salamonie  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Her  husband  died  Sept.  14,  1913,  and  the 
daughters  likewise  preceded  her  several  years  ago.  Whenever 
possible  Sister  Bennett  was  in  attendance  at  church  services  and 
ready  to  help  in  the  Lord's  work.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  her  pastor,  the  writer,  and  burial  was  made  in  the 
Lancaster    cemetery. — W.    C.    Stinebaugh,    Huntington,    Ind. 

Blickenstaff,  Jane  Margaret,  youngest  child  of  Harry  and 
Margaret  Blickenstaff,  was  born  on  Mother's  Day,  May  14,  1939, 
and  was  killed  when  struck  by  a  train  July  1,  1941,  near  her 
home  in  La  Verne,  Calif.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz. — Edgar  Rothrock,  Po- 
mona, Calif. 

Bowman,  Kathryn  Bell,  was  born  Oct.  14,  1895,  at  Onida,  Kans., 
being  the  daughter  of  David  A.  and  Mary  Kimmel  Kistner.  She 
passed  away  May  31,  1941.  She  married  William  Burt  Bowman 
and  to  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
family  home  for  several  years  was  Ontario,  Calif.  She  was  a 
lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  husband 
was  killed  in  an  auto  accident  in  October,  1938;  Sister  Bowman 
was  badly  injured  and  has  been  an  invalid  since  that  time.  How- 
ever, she  bore  her  affliction  bravely.  Services  were  conducted 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Harry  Thomas. — Edgar  Rothrock, 
Pomona.  Calif. 

Goodman,  Mary  Francis,  was  born  July  19,  1859,  at  Florence, 
Mo.,  and  passed  to  her  heavenly  home  on  May  6,  1941.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  she  was  converted  and  entered  the  service  of 
her  Master,  becoming  an  active  member  of  the  Prairie  View 
church,  Mo.  Later  she  moved  with  her  family  to  Oklahoma  and 
then  to  Quinter,  Kans.  In  early  life  she  was  married  to  William 
Lehman.  They  lived  happily  together  for  many  years.  Bro. 
Lehman  preceded  her  some  years  ago;  two  children  have  also 
gone  on  before.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss,  one  son  and 
two  daughters.  Services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  C.  J.  Miller. 
Interment  was  at  Darlow,  Kans. — Mary  A.  Keller,  Empire,  Calif. 

Holben,  Jacob  N.,  son  of  the  late  Lawrence  and  Elizabeth 
Wertenberger  Holben,  was  born  at  Fern,  Ind..  on  Jan.  29,  1858, 
and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Norcatur,  Kans.,  on  June  19, 
1941.  On  Dec.  25,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Bouse,  who 
passed  away  in  1923.  In  1884  they  came  to  Kansas.  Three  sons 
and  two  daughters  were  born  to  this  union.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  his  parents,  six  brothers  and  four  sisters  preceded 
him  in  death.  In  later  years  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Moyer,  who 
with  one  son  and  one  daughter  and  seven  grandchildren  survive. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1893  and 
remained  faithful.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist 
church  by  Rev.  Henry  Gongema.  Burial  was  in  the  Norcatur 
cemetery  beside  his  wife. — Mrs.  Arthur  Jackson,  Norcatur,  Kans. 

John,  Griffith  M..  son  of  Eld.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  John,  was  born 
March  21,  1889,  at  Cave  Spring,  Va.,  and  died  March  18,  1941,  at 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands.  In  1889  the  Johns  moved  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Leeton,  Mo.,  where  Griffith  grew  to  manhood.  He  at- 
tended McPherson  College  and  taught  two  years.  In  1913  he 
went  to  Manila,  P.  I.,  where  he  taught  eight  years  and  then 
worked  for  the  Pacific  Commercial  Company  and  the  Ford  Motor 
Company  until  his  death.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  bap- 
tized into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  Manila  he  attended  the 
Union  church  but  held  membership  in  the  McPherson  Church  of 
the  Brethren  up  to  his  death.  In  1917  he  married  Monta  Bru- 
baker  of  Olathe,  Kans.  To  this  union  one  son,  William  Franklin, 
was  born.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  son,  his  parents,  two 
brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Manila 
by  Rev.  Foley,  pastor  of  the  Union  church,  and  memorial  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  McPherson  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Sun- 
day evening,  June  29,  1941,  conducted  by  Pastor  B.  N.  King  and 
Eld.  J.  J.  Yoder.  The  body  was  cremated  and  the  remains 
brought  to  the  McPherson  cemetery. — B.  N.  King,  McPherson, 
Kans. 

Johnson,  Charles,  was  born  in  Montcalm  County,  Mich.,  Jan.  9, 
1866,  and  died  June  19,  1941.  He  lived  all  his  life  on  the  home 
farm.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
nearly  thirty  years  and  served  for  twenty-five  years  as  deacon. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  three  years  ago.  He  leaves  to 
mourn  his  departure  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Services 
were  conducted  at  the  home  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  two 
brethren  of  the  Mennonite  church. — Samuel  Bollinger,  Vesta- 
burg,   Mich. 

Lawver,  Hallie  Hunt,  was  born  near  Farmersburg,  Ind.,  July 
31.  1876.  She  passed  away  at  Springs  hospital,  Enid,  Okla., 
May  31,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  J.  E.  Lawver,  to 
whom  she  was  married  on  Feb.  2,  1893;  five  daughters,  three 
sons,  eighteen  grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren,  one 
brother  and  two  sisters.  Sister  Lawver  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  Pleasant  Home  church,  Omega,  Okla.,  thirty- 
five  years  ago.  She,  with  her  husband,  moved  to  Ames,  Okla., 
about  four  weeks  before  her  death.  She  had  been  in  poor 
health  for  several  months.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  C.  J.  Moore  of  Enid,  Okla.,  in  the  Brethren  church  at 
Ames,  Okla.,  on  June  1.  Burial  was  in  the  Ames  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Florence  Moyers,  Enid,  Okla. 

Liskey,  Helen  Louise,  was  born  April  19,  1930,  near  Lima,  Ohio, 
and  departed  this  life  on  April  29,  1941.  She  was  the  youngest 
child   of  Walter  and   Priscilla  Liskey.     Besides  her   parents   and 
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one  grandmother  she  is  survived  by  three  sisters  and  one  broth- 
er. She  attended  the  Gomer  centralized  school  and  was  in  the 
fifth  grade.  In  the  words  of  a  classmate  who  was  thought  to  be 
her  best  friend,  "Helen  didn't  have  a,ny  best  friend;  we  all 
loved  her."  This  statement  was  verified  on  the  day  of  the  fu- 
neral when  her  entire  class,  including  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
along  with  teachers  and  the  school  superintendent,  attended  in  a 
body.  Also  the  church  house  crowded  by  the  large  number  of 
neighbors  and  friends  was  a  testimony.  During  her  illness  of 
nine  weeks,  in  which  she  suffered  much  from  rheumatic  fever 
and  a  heart  ailment,  she  was  very  considerate  and  patient. 
Helen  was  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Sugar  Creek  Sunday  school, 
where  her  father  is  a  deacon  of  the  church.  From  her  religious 
training,  Helen  learned  to  love  the  Lord.  Using  the  sentiment 
of  David  we  can  say  to  her  schoolmates,  relatives  and  friends: 
"She  cannot  come  to  you,  but  you  can  arise  and  go  to  her" 
(2  Samuel  12:23).  The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the 
undersigned  in  the  Sugar  Creek  church.  Burial  was  in  the 
cemetery    near    by. — Homer   Kiracofe,    Chicago,    111. 

Miller,  Annie,  died  at  the  Annie  Warner  hospital,  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  on  April  8,  1941,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  She 
was  a  faithful  and  active  member  of  the  church  for  many  years. 
She  was  the  last  surviving  member  of  her  family.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Hampton  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  Brethren  J.  M.  Danner  and  Paul  Miller.  Burial  was  in  a  near- 
by cemetery. — Bertha   E.   Hull,   East  Berlin,  Pa.,  July   7. 

Miller,  Cora  Mae,  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Hazlett, 
was  born  Dec.  10,  1886,  and  departed  this  life  April  2,  1941.  On 
June  5,  1912,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Byron  Claire  Miller. 
Early  in  life  she  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  con- 
tinued a  loyal  member  and  devoted  worker  in  the  church 
throughout  the  intervening  years.  She  was  skilled  in  music  and 
served  the  church  for  a  number  of  years  as  an  able  and  efficient 
chorister.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three  daughters,  her 
father,  a  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  West  Milton,  Ohio,  by  Bro. 
Galen  Royer  and  the  writer.  Interment  was  in  the  Harris 
Creek  cemetery  near  Bradford,  Ohio. — C.  F.  McKee,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Miller,  Elizabeth,  passed  away  at  her  home  April  29,  1941,  aged 
seventy-four  years,  six  months  and  twenty-four  days.  She  is 
survived  by  four  sons,  two  daughters  and  a  number  of  grand- 
children. Her  husband  and  two  children  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  in  the  Pine  Glen  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Bro.  Lawrence  Ruble,  assisted  by  Bro.  Harry  E. 
Kauffman  of  the  Mennonite  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Pine 
Glen  cemetery. — Margaret  L.   Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Shick,  Elvira,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Tolle,  was  born 
July  21,  1860,  in  Grundy  County,  Mo.  She  died  June  29,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  Preston  Shick,  near  Norcatur,  Kans. 
When  she  was  a  young  woman  the  family  moved  to  Kansas,  lo- 
cating near  Norcatur.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Isaac  M. 
Shick  on  Oct.  13,  1890.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband  and  two  children. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  many  years  ago 
and  remained  a  member  to  the  end.  Funeral  services,  conducted 
by  the  writer,  were  held  in  her  son's  home,  and  interment  was 
in   the   Norcatur   cemetery. — D.   W.   Kesler,   Quinter,   Kans. 

Snively,  A.  Belle,  daughter  of  Abram  Miller  and  Catherine 
Zuck  Whitmer,  and  wife  of  J.  Scott  Snively,  was  born  at  Green- 
castle,  Pa.,  July  18,  1862,  and  died  in  Lanark,  111.,  on  March  28, 
1941.  Prior  to  her  marriage  in  May,  1916,  she  was  a  seamstress 
in  great  demand.  After  marriage  she  and  her  husband  lived 
in  California;  he  preceded  her  in  death  fifteen  years  ago.  She 
was  baptized  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  remained  a  faithful  and 
earnest  Christian,  always  a  generous  contributor  to  all  church 
activities.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Lanark,  with  Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman  officiating  and 
Bro.  Merle  Hawbecker  assisting.  Interment  was  in  the  Lanark 
cemetery. — Mrs.    Besse   V.    Bowers,    Lanark,    111. 

Slahl,  David  A.,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1865,  at  Berlin,  Ohio.  He 
was  the  son  of  Levi  and  Mary  Stahl.  He  departed  this  life  on 
June  19,  1941.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Bunker  Hill,  Ohio.  In  1918  he  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  Center  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
in  which  he  took  an  active  part.  His  regular  attendance  and 
liberal  support  will  be  remembered  by  those  with  whom  he  as- 
sociated. In  his  home  he  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Ida  Frey,  lived  to- 
gether for  a  number  of  years  and  shared  with  each  other  in 
making  it  a  Christian  home  and  a  place  for  friendly  fellowship. 
There  remain  to  mourn  his  departure  five  sisters,  one  brother, 
and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  in 
charge  of  Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor.  Interment  was  in  the  East  Nim- 
ishillen   cemetery. — Mrs.   Jennie   Weyand,   Louisville,    Ohio. 

Stutsman,  Minnie  Shively,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
Shively,  was  born  near  Lawrence,  Kans.,  on  Sept.  29,  1870,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Glendale,  Calif.,  on  April  27,  1941.  In  early 
life  she  became  a  member  of  the  Washington  Creek  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  and  throughout  her  life  she  was  a  loyal  Christian. 
In  1892  she  was  married  to  Elijah  A.  Stutsman  and  lived  on  a 
Kansas  farm  until  1903,  when  they  moved  to  Glendale,  Calif., 
where  they  resided  until  Sister  Stutsman's  death.  As  a  char- 
ter member  of  the  First  Church  of  Glendale  Aunt  Minnie  was 
always  zealous  for  her  convictions  and  for  her  church,  and  was 


a  consistent  worker  throughout  her  active  life.  After  a  brief 
illness  she  passed  quietly  to  her  reward,  leaving  a  loving  hus- 
band, her  only  child,  two  grandchildren,  one  sister  and  one 
brother  to  mourn  her  loss.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
her  pastor,  the  undersigned. — H.  A.  Frantz,   Glendale,   Calif. 

Tressler,  Chauncy  Forward,  son  of  Conrad  and  Sarah  Shu- 
maker  Tressler,  died  June  27,  1941.  He  was  a  native  of  Summit 
Township,  and  for  many  years  was  employed  as  a  trackman  for 
both  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Western  Maryland  railways.  He 
was  born  February  23,  1892.  Surviving  are  his  widow,  Vena 
Burley  Tressler,  two  sons,  four  daughters,  one  brother  and  three 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Tressler  home 
on  Monday  afternoon,  June  30,  by  the  Rev.  Howard  K.  Hillner, 
pastor  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  church,  Meyersdale.  Interment  was 
in  the  Union  cemetery. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,   Pa. 

Wingerd,  Joseph  M.,  was  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Catherine 
Beam  Wingerd.  He  was  born  near  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  11, 
1864.  Here  he  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life.  In  his  early 
twenties  he  came  west,  working  in  Illinois  and  Kansas.  On 
December  18,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Ozella  Zuck  of  Clarence, 
Iowa.  In  the  vicinity  of  Clarence  they  established  their  new 
home.  By  faithful  work  and  frugality  they  were  able  to  buy  a 
farm,  where  they  lived  until  1924,  after  which  they  moved  to 
Pasadena,  Calif.  Two  children  blessed  this  home,  both  of  whom 
survive  him.  He  is  also  survived  by  one  sister  and  two  brothers. 
His  wife  preceded  him  in  death  on  Aug.  21,  1938.  In  their  early 
married  life  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wingerd  identified  themselves  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  faithful  throughout 
the  years.  During  his  illness  Mr.  Wingerd  called  for  the  anoint- 
ing and  reaffirmed  his  faith  in  the  Lord.  On  Aug.  21,  1940,  he 
left  his  home  in  Pasadena  for  a  short  visit  in  Iowa.  Nineteen 
days  later  he  was  stricken  with  a  heart  attack  which  proved 
fatal  on  May  30,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Tipton, 
Iowa,  with  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder,  pastor  of  the  South  Waterloo 
church,  Iowa,  officiating.  The  body  was  brought  to  Pasadena, 
where  a  final  service  was  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Grant 
T.  McGuire,  assisted  by  a  former  pastor,  Bro.  C.  C.  Kindy. 
Interment  was  made  beside  his  wife  in  the  Mountain  View  cem- 
etery,  Pasadena. — David    M.    Brower,    Pasadena,    Calif. 
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Arkansas 
Springdale. — Brother  and  Sister  Newton  Poling  on  their  way 
to  North  Carolina  where  they  will  be  engaged  in  evangelistic 
work,  stopped  several  days  with  us.  Bro.  Poling  gave  us  two 
inspiring  sermons.  We  appreciated  their  visit  very  much.  We 
have  contacted  five  members  who  recently  located  in  our  com- 
munity; these,  with  our  present  group,  give  us  a  nucleus  to 
work  with.  We  are  enjoying  our  church  work  since  moving  in- 
to town  and  into  our  own  church  house.  Anyone  who  is  con- 
templating a  change  in  location  is  especially  invited  to  investi- 
gate Springdale;  we  have  an  ideal  climate  and  excellent  water. — 
Leander  Smith,   Springdale,  Ark.,  July  8. 

California 

Covina. — Our  business  meeting  was  held  May  28  with  Bro. 
Riddlebarger  presiding.  The  report  of  the  committee  for  rais- 
ing money  for  a  new  church  or  adding  some  extra  rooms  was 
read  and  accepted.  It  was  decided  to  have  no  evening  services 
during  the  months  of  July  and  August.  Delegates  elected  for 
Annual  Conference  were  Brethren  William  Riddlebarger  and 
H.  M.  Brubaker.  The  Conference  Offering  was  taken  on  June  1. 
The  mothers  and  daughters  at  their  June  meeting  elected  the 
following  officers  for  the  year  beginning  July  1:  Mrs.  D.  A.  Fes- 
ler,  Mrs.  S.  D.  Long,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Brubaker,  Mrs.  Charles  Fesler 
and  Mrs.  Ralph  Pollard.  On  June  15  at  the  morning  hour  of 
worship  Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  brought  the  message.  At  the 
evening  worship  hour  Bro.  M.  S.  Frantz  was  the  guest  speaker. 
On  June  21  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  the  pulpit  guest.  All  the  mes- 
sages were  much  appreciated.  The  Annual  Conference,  to  which 
we  have  been  looking  forward  for  many  months,  is  now  a  thing 
of  the  past,  although  the  inspiration  and  the  association  which 
we  enjoyed  will  linger  over  us  as  spiritual  blessings.  Bro.  H.  A. 
Brandt  showed  pictures  of  the  Publishing  House  on  the  evening 
of  June  16.  Our  pastor  and  family  are  spending  their  vacation 
in  Idaho.  In  his  absence  the  pulpit  will  be  filled  by  visiting 
ministers. — Mrs.   Tempie  S.   Funk,  Charter  Oak,  Calif.,  July   1. 

Pomona. — On  Easter  morning  there  were  four  children  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.  In  the  evening  we  were  in- 
spired by  the  church  choir  in  the  presentation  of  Hail  the  Vic- 
tor, a  cantata,  ably  given  under  the  direction  of  Marvin  Bol- 
inger.  The  dedication  of  babies  took  place  during  the  morning 
services  on  Mother's  Day,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear 
began  a  week's  series  of  meetings.  During  the  week  he  and  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Harry  Thomas,  visited  in  a  number  of  homes.  On 
Sunday,  May  18,  Bro.  Lear  led  us  in  a  very  spiritual  observance 
of  the  communion  service.  The  missionary  group  sponsored  two 
visitation  days  which  met  with  a  hearty  response.  Over  eighty 
calls  were  made.  At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  in  April  Sis- 
ters Anna  Hutchison  and  Laura  Shock  told  how  the  women  and 
girls  of  China  were  won  to  Christ.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
we  enjoyed  an  informal  tea.  On  May  29  we  had  our  mother  and 
daughter  banquet.     The  tables  were  beautiful  with  many   small 
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bouquets  of  mixed  garden  flowers.  Our  returned  missionaries. 
Sisters  Frank  Crumpacker  and  E.  L.  Ikenberry,  shared  with  us 
many  interesting  incidents  of  mother  and  daughter  life  in  China. 
Mrs.  Harry  Thomas  led  in  the  group  singing  of  several  Mother's 
Day  songs.  A  missionary  offering  was  taken.  On  June  10  Ear- 
nest Carl,  district  camp  director,  presented  moving  pictures  of 
Camp  La  Verne.  A  potluck  dinner  was  enjoyed  and  a  contri- 
bution for  a  new  cabin  at  Camp  La  Verne  was  given.  On  June 
15  we  had  the  heartening  experience  of  taking  sixteen  into 
church  fellowship.  On  June  22  Dr.  Raymond  Cottrell  gave  us  an 
account  of  spiritual  and  physical  healing  on  the  India  mission 
field.  On  June  29  we  were  enriched  by  a  message  from  Bro.  A. 
F.  Brightbill  on  the  important  function  of  sacred  music  in  spir- 
itual growth.  We  held  our  business  meeting  and  election  of  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year  on  June  30.  Our  Conference  Offering 
exceeded  our  budget  by  $15.  While  our  pastor  and  wife  are 
having  a  few  weeks  of  needed  rest,  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  P.  Dickey, 
is  in  charge  of  the  services.— Evalena  Porter  Blocher,  Pomona, 
Calif.,  July  7. 

Illinois 

Giraxd.— At  our  love  feast  on  April  4  Eld.  E.  F.  Caslow  of  Vir- 
den  officiated  in  a  very  impressive  service.  We  united  with  the 
other  churches  of  the  town  in  pre-Easter  services  and  the  com- 
munion service  on  April  10.  On  Sunday  noon  we  served  a  bas- 
ket dinner  in  our  church  basement  in  honor  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
H.  C.  Albright.  Because  of  his  wife's  illness  he  felt  he  could  no 
longer  carry  on  as  pastor  of  the  Girard  church.  Since  that  time 
we  have  been  without  a  pastor.  On  Mother's  Day  a  play,  The 
Deferred  Payment  Plan,  was  given.  On  May  18  a  deputation 
team  from  Manchester  College  was  with  us  and  gave  the  play, 
The  Color  Line,  which  brought  to  us  a  real  message  of  world 
brotherhood.  At  the  basket  dinner  at  noon  we  enjoyed  an  hour 
of  fellowship  with  them.  On  June  14  the  primary  department  of 
the  Sunday  school  was  entertained  at  a  picnic  at  the  Pleasant 
Hill  grounds.  During  two  weeks  in  June  we  united  with  the 
other  churches  in  a  vacation  Bible  school.  Brethren  E.  A.  Bow- 
man and  H.  V.  Stutsman  represented  the  Girard  church  at  the 
La  Verne  Conference.— Mrs.  H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111.,  June  30. 

Indiana 

Xoganspori. — In  honor  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  David  Fouts,  sev- 
eral members  of  our  congregation  attended  the  baccalaureate 
service  at  Manchester  College,  after  which  the  group  was  en- 
tertained at  the  Fouts  home.  A  Bible  was  given  to  Bro.  Fouts 
as  a  graduation  gift  from  our  church.  Refreshments  were  served 
and  all  had  a  very  fine  time. — Laura  Wells,  Logansport,  Ind., 
July  8. 

Iowa 

Fernald. — We  met  in  council  on  June  6.  Brethren  Jake  Wise 
and  Lloyd  Dadisman  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
On  June  20  Bro.  Leroy  Sell,  pastor  of  the  Sabetha  church,  Kans., 
delivered  an  inspiring  message.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  five 
were  baptized  recently,  and  one  was  reinstated.  The  mother  and 
■daughter  banquet  was  held  on  June  27.  On  the  evening  of 
July  6  Sister  Mary  Dadisman  gave  an  interesting  report  of  our 
La  Verne  Annual  Conference.  Our  church  attendance  has  shown 
continued  fine  interest.  We  have  had  especially  good  evening 
attendance,  which  is  worthy  of  notice,  since  so  many  of  our 
churches  are  closed  for  lack  of  worshipers  on  Sunday  evening. — ■ 
Mrs.  Earl  E.  Jarboe,  Fernald,  Iowa,  July  8. 

Michigan 
Flint. — Brother  and  Sister  Elmer  Dadisman  are  working  with 
us  as  our  pastors  this  summer.  We  had  a  two  weeks'  daily  va- 
cation Bible  school  which  closed  June  27.  Forty-seven  were  en- 
rolled and  twenty-five  had  perfect  attendance.  The  two  adult 
Sunday-school  classes,  joined  by  the  young  people,  raised  a  fund 
to  send  some  of  our  folks  to  Camp  Mack.  Four  have  gone  from 
here.  The  intermediates  have  been  in  Camp  Little  Eden  the  past 
week.  A  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  will  begin  July  13  with 
Bro.  Dadisman  in  charge.  Two  of  our  young  men  have  been 
called,  and  have  begun  their  year  in  the  Civilian  Service  camp 
near  Marilla. — Mrs.  Ernest  Leckrone,  Davison,  Mich.,  July  7. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis. — We  enjoyed  a  message  on  June  1  from  Sister 
Martha  Keller,  wife  of  the  late  D.  H.  Keller.  Her  subject,  The 
Church,  was  ably  treated.  On  June  14  Sister  Keller  came  to  us 
in  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  which  closed  with  a  love 
feast.  As  a  result  of  the  meetings  three  souls  accepted  Christ 
and  one  was  reinstated.  We  were  all  much  encouraged  and 
built  up  spiritually.  On  July  1  a  business  meeting  was  held  at 
which  time  Sunday-school  officers  were  chosen  for  the  coming 
year  and  the  church  officers  were  retained  for  the  coming  year. 
Our  elder,  Bro.  Tannreuther,  presided.  Any  one  passing  through 
the  Twin  Cities  is  welcome  to  our  services. — E.  D.  Blocher, 
Minneapolis,   Minn.,  July  2. 

Missouri 
Peace  Valley. — We  met  in  council  on  July  5  with  Bro.  P.  L. 
Fike  presiding.  Our  treasurer  reported  a  favorable  financial 
condition  in  the  church.  We  appointed  two  delegates  to  go  to 
the  district  meeting  which  will  be  held  at  Broadwater.  Breth- 
ren Fred  Bastin  and  Virgil  Jarboe  are  the  delegates.  We 
also   elected   our  Sunday-school   officers.     The  superintendent   is 


Bro.  Sam  Jarboe.  Our  Sunday  attendance  is  very  good  and  is 
increasing.  We  have  services  every  Sunday  after  Sunday  school; 
Christian  Workers'  meeting  every  Sunday  evening,  followed  by 
preaching;  and  Bible  study  every  Tuesday  evening.  Our  church 
has  a  projector  and  we  have  been  having  some  very  splendid 
pictures.  The  outlook  for  the  church  is  good  and  with  the  Lord's 
help  we  are  praying  for  still  better.— Mrs.  Ethel  Broyles,  West 
Plains,  Mo.,  July  8. 

Ohio 

Beaver  Creek. — The  annual  Fourth  of  July  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic held  at  Snider  Park,  Springfield,  was  a  time  of  fun  for  the 
youngsters  and  good  fellowship  for  the  adults.  Ninety  were 
present  for  dinner  and  forty  more  persons  came  later.  Ice 
cream  was  served  to  all  present.  The  Beaver  high  school 
alumni  banquet,  served  by  the  women  of  the  church,  netted 
over  $40.  The  choir-sponsored  chicken  supper  made  $60  for  the 
choir's  new-chairs  fund.  Three  new  members  were  baptized 
June  29  by  the  pastor.  Our  superintendent,  Merlin  Eidemiller, 
awarded  pins  to  a  large  number  of  Sunday-school  members  who 
were  present  every  Sunday,  or  who  missed  only  one  Sunday 
during  the  last  quarter's  attendance  contest.  Bad  weather 
changed  the  young  people's  social  from  a  lawn  social  to  a 
basement  affair,  and  greatly  reduced  attendance  and  profits. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  F.  Couser,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the 
Aley  Chapel  United  Brethren  church  home-coming  on  June  29. 
Mrs.  Couser  gave  a  very  interesting  and  challenging  review  of 
the  book,  Thy  Kingdom  Come,  But  Not  Now,  by  Margaret  Slat- 
tery,  at  a  Sunday  morning  service  here,  and  at  a  special  eve- 
ning meeting  at  the  Trinity  Lutheran  church  in  Dayton.  The 
children's  day  program  was  especially  fine.  A  pageant,  The 
Garden  of  Youth,  was  presented  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Couser.  The  choir,  with  a  membership  of  about  twenty,  has  met 
faithfully  for  practice  each  week  under  the  able  direction  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Gilbert,  and  is  showing  excellent  results.  The 
group  has  furnished  special  numbers  for  the  Sunday  morning 
services;  has  sung  with  the  combined  choir  groups  of  many 
churches  and  organizations  at  the  Dayton  centennial;  has  sung 
at  the  rally  at  Sugar  Grove  Camp,  Sunday,  July  6;  and  has 
joined  the  thirty-voice  Hawker  Reformed  church  choir  in  a 
very  fine  Easter  program  given  in  the  high  school  auditorium. 
Members  of  the  Faithful  Workers'  class  are  furnishing  flowers 
for  the  Sunday-school  and  church  services  each  Sunday.  Bro. 
Hugh  Cloppert,  our  elder,  and  the  pastor  and  delegate  of  the 
East  Dayton  church,  conducted  our  regular  quarterly  business 
meeting  in  June  and  was  named  to  represent  this  church  also 
at  Annual  Conference,  with  us  paying  part  of  his  expenses.  Six 
of  our  girls  are  attending  the  junior  girls'  camp.  The  Sunday 
school  is  paying  half  of  their  expenses. — Mrs.  Henry  M.  Stew- 
art,  Xenia,   Ohio,  July  8. 

Center. — On  April  20  a  gospel  team  from  Mt.  Union  College 
was  present  and  rendered  an  interesting  program  during  the  eve- 
ning hour.  They  chose  as  their  subject,  Jesus.  On  May  8  a 
consecration  service  for  babies  was  in  charge  of  the  pastor, 
Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor.  On  June  8  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  presented  a 
program  of  slides  of  the  various  churches  of  the  district  and 
some  of  their  activities.  Recently  there  have  been  six  souls 
added  to  the  church,  three  by  baptism  and  three  by  former 
baptism.  We  met  in  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  on 
July  2.  Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected  at  this  time. 
Bro.  LeRoy  Domer  was  chosen  as  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
On  July  6  Bro.  Wang  Tang,  a  Chinese  Christian  who  has  at- 
tended college  in  America,  was  with  us  and  gave  an  interesting 
talk.  We  expect  to  begin  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  on 
July  28  with  Bro.  Glenn  McFadden  as  the  evangelist.  Our  wom- 
en's work  society  has  been  meeting  regularly.  We  have  been 
making  numerous  articles  for  relief.  We  also  sent  a  package 
containing  sheets,  pillowcases  and  a  number  of  other  articles 
to  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp. — Mrs.  Jennie  Weyand,  Louis- 
ville,  Ohio,  July   7. 

Donnels  Creek. — The  Power  of  Love  was  the  subject  of  an 
informal  talk  given  by  Mrs.  T.  S.  Eikenberry  of  Dayton  at  the 
spring  all-day  meeting  held  at  the  church.  Over  thirty  ladies 
were  present.  The  call  for  new  and  used  clothing  for  war  relief 
was  responded  to  generously.  The  book,  Stand  By  for  China, 
has  been  the  subject  for  study  and  discussion  at  the  aid  meet- 
ings. On  April  27  our  pastor,  Bro.  R.  F.  Flory,  exchanged  pul- 
pits with  Bro.  E.  Friend  Couser  of  Beaver  Creek.  Bro.  Couser's 
message  in  sermon  and  song  was  greatly  appreciated.  Bro.  Rol- 
land  Flory,  Jr.,  who  was  recently  installed  into  the  ministry, 
occasionally  brings  us  helpful  messages.  The  service  hour  of 
May  4  was  given  over  to  reports  of  district  meeting  by  our  del- 
egates, Sister  Dorothy  Dresher  and  Brother  George  Barnhart. 
A  number  of  our  children  attended  the  vacation  Bible  school 
held  in  co-operation  with  four  other  churches.  The  enrollment 
was  ninety-six  with  an  average  attendance  of  over  ninety.  The 
children's  day  program  was  given  on  the  evening  of  June  11  fol- 
lowing the  quarterly  fellowship  supper.  A  large  audience  was 
present  to  see  and  hear  the  splendid  work  of  the  children.  Five 
of  our  group  attended  Annual  Conference.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  on  Oct.  18. — Mrs.  Edith  Woodard,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  July  6. 

Stonelick. — We  are  looking  forward  to  July  20,  when  our  elder, 
Bro.  J.  M.  Garst,  may  be  with  us  again  for  a  service.  He  is  now 
on  his  way  home  from  Annual  Conference,  where  he  was  a  dele- 
gate. Bro.  Lawrence  Garst  had  charge  of  our  church  the  past 
month  and  gave  us  the  messages.    We  were  glad  June  22  when 
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our  former  elder,  Bro.  Jesse  Noffsinger,  and  wife  could  be  with 
us  again. — Anna   Lesh,  Goshen,   Ohio,  July   10. 

Pennsylvania 

Akron. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  31  with  Brethren 
Michael  Kurtz  and  son,  Earl,  Howard  Merkey  and  Bard  Kreider 
present.  Bro.  Merkey  officiated.  Brethren  Merkey  and  Kreider 
preached  for  us  Sunday  morning;  our  Conference  Offering  was 
taken  at  this  service.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  June  3.  Delegates  were  elected  for  the  July  4  meeting 
and  also  for  the  Labor  Day  meeting.  We  are  sending  two  young 
people  to  Camp  Conewago.  Our  evangelist  for  the  January 
meetings  is  Bro.  James  Moore  from  Lititz,  Pa.  We  expect  Bro. 
H.  Stover  Kulp  to  be  with  us  on  Sunday,  July  13.  Our  children's 
day  meeting  will  be  held  July  20. — George  B.  Wolf,  Akron,  Pa., 
July  7. 

Elizabethtown. — On  the  morning  of  Mother's  Day  the  Eliza- 
bethtown  church  had  a  rich  experience.  Eight  married  couples 
presented  nine  children  at  the  altar  in  a  child  consecration  serv- 
ice. This  was  the  first  such  service  ever  held  in  the  Elizabeth- 
town  church.  Our  aged  Brother  and  Sister  A.  L.  Frey  were 
honored  in  celebrating  their  emerald  wedding  anniversary.  On 
May  14  five  were  baptized  into  church  fellowship.  On  June  8 
Brother  and  Sister  Harry  B.  Longenecker  were  honored  by  a 
service  of  recognition  of  their  silver  wedding  anniversary.  Dur- 
ing the  absence  of  our  pastor  and  our  elder,  who  were  our  dele- 
gates to  Conference,  our  pulpit  was  filled  by  Brethren  Hershman, 
Weller,  Frey  and  Baker. — Amos  A.  Hummer,  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
July  3. 

Fredericksburg. — Our  revival  meeting  was  held  April  20 — 
May  14  at  the  Meyer  house  with  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  as  the 
evangelist.  Two  accepted  Christ  as  a  result  of  these  meetings. 
Brethren  Lewis  Wampler,  Amman  Merkey  and  Clyde  Bomberger 
were  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  held  at  Hatfield  April  30 
and  May  1.  Bro.  Ira  Gibbel  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  Moth- 
er's Day  program.  Some  of  our  members  attended  the  Ascen- 
sion day  meeting  at  Annville.  Our  love  feast  was  held  May  24- 
25  at  the  Meyer  house  with  Bro.  Harper  Snavely  officiating. 
Other  visiting  ministers  included  Brethren  John  Myer,  Hiram 
Gingrich  and  Elias  Frantz.  The  Fredericksburg  Sunday  school 
held  a  children's  meeting  June  1  and  the  Union  Sunday  school 
held  theirs  on  June  15.  On  June  22  in  the  presence  of  the  con- 
gregation and  invited  guests,  Bro.  S.  G.  Meyer  officiated  at  the 
marriage  of  his  son,  Ammon  B.  Meyer,  to  Lucille  D.  Wenger, 
granddaughter  of  our  retired  elder,  Bro.  Edward  Wenger. — Mrs. 
Light  M.  Bomberger,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  June  29. 

Greensburg. — We  had  quite  an  extensive  visitation  program 
before  the  Holy  Week  services.  A  number  of  cottage  prayer 
meetings  were  held.  Our  choir  is  proving  to  be  a  helpful  part  of 
our  service.  On  Easter  they  gave  a  very  fitting  cantata.  Bro. 
D.  I.  Pepple  and  wife  came  to  us  and  began  our  Holy  Week 
meetings  on  April  8.  He  preached  the  gospel  with  power  and 
his  messages  were  Spirit-filled.  We  feel  the  membership  was 
greatly  strengthened.  T^iere  were  twenty-three  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  on  Easter  Sunday.  Our  love  feasts  were 
held  on  Easter  Sunday  evening  and  Monday  evening.  A  total 
of  430  communed.  We  had  Easter  sunrise  services  in  our 
church,  two  other  denominations  uniting  with  us.  April  15-22 
was  young  people's  week.  They  planned  special  services  for 
each  evening,  closing  with  a  banquet,  at  which  time  Bro.  Carson 
was  guest  speaker.  On  May  11  we  had  a  Mother's  Day  program. 
On  May  16  we  had  a  mother  and  daughter  social.  Our  chil- 
dren's day  program  was  given  June  8.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  is  being  held  June  11-27,  with  a  Sunday-school  picnic  on 
the  closing  day.  The  church  auditorium  has  been  repainted, 
which  makes  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the  interior  of  the 
church.  Our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Brougher,  are 
enjoying  a  short  vacation  with  relatives  in  Santa  Ana,  Calif., 
before  Conference.  Sister  Brougher  is  our  delegate.  Our  entire 
church  program  is  moving  forward  nicely,  improvements  being 
noted  in  all  departments. — Mrs.  Orpha  Collier,  Greensburg,  Pa., 
June   15. 

Green  Tree. — On  June  22  an  outdoor  vesper  service  was  held 
with  the  Hungarian  Reformed  church  of  Phoenixville,  Pa.  Rev. 
Imre  Kovacs,  pastor  of  the  church,  was  the  speaker  of  the  eve- 
ning. The  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June  23  to  July  3. 
The  total  enrollment  was  106.  The  children  were  divided  into 
seven  groups  with  seventeen  teachers  and  assistants.  Bro.  Han- 
awalt  was  the  director  of  the  school.  The  commencement  exer- 
cises were  held  the  evening  of  July  3.  The  boys  and  girls  gave 
sketches  of  the  work  they  had  done,  sang  songs  and  quoted 
Scripture  which  they  had  learned  during  the  two  weeks.  Each 
one  who  was  regular  in  attendance  was  given  a  diploma. — Mrs. 
Ralph   E.   Dunmore,   Oaks,  Pa.,  July   7. 

Indian  Creek. — Sister  Martha  Martin  of  Elizabethtown  College 
conducted  a  Bible  institute  in  our  church  on  April  19,  20.  We 
enjoyed  her  helpful  talks  very  much.  During  our  week  of 
evangelistic  meetings  prior  to  our  love  feast  on  May  11  three 
young  folks  united  with  the  church.  This  year  our  church 
adopted  the  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  club  plan,  by 
which  every  home  receives  the  Messenger.  This  plan  seems  to 
be  successful,  as  enough  money  has  been  received  to  pay  for  the 
cost  of  the  plan.  Our  community  song  service  was  again  well 
attended  and  proved  very  inspirational.  People  from  all  over  the 
community,    of    various    denominations,    came    and    enjoyed    an 


afternoon  of  song,  interspersed  with  short  talks.  Our  church 
has  entered  wholeheartedly  into  the  brotherhood  program  for 
raising  money  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  We  have 
lifted  various  offerings  at  our  church  services,  and  have  received 
$265  up  to  this  date.  A  few  weeks  ago  two  of  our  young  men, 
Joseph  Price  and  Wilmer  Hartley,  left  for  Camp  Lagro,  Ind. 
On  the  evening  before  their  leaving,  a  farewell  service  was  held 
for  them.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  the  missionaries,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Daryl  Parker  and  Mary  Schaeffer,  in  our  midst.  Their 
visits  and  talks  were  helpful  and  enlightening.  At  our  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  reorganization  in  March,  John  Moyer  was  elected  presi- 
dent. A  few  of  our  Sunday-school  classes  knew  that  Sister 
Sara  Shisler  in  Africa  had  wanted  a  radio  for  some  time,  so  by 
various  contributions  and  much  arranging,  we  ordered  one  and 
had  it  sent  with  the  three  missionaries  going  to  Africa  on  the 
ill-fated  Zamzam.  Now  it  probably  lies  on  the  bottom  of  the 
Atlantic.  This  must  be  a  disappointment  to  Sara,  but  not  nearly 
so  great  as  the  disappointment  of  not  having  the  new  mission- 
aries arrive,  as  had  been  planned,  to  help  with  the  work.  The 
Friendly  class  held  a  mother  and  daughter  meeting  at  the  home 
of  one  of  the  members.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  will  soon 
open,  with  an  enrollment  of  about  150.  Sister  Esther  Mussel- 
man  is  director  this  year. — J.  Wilford  Price,  Lederach,  Pa., 
July  7. 

Meyersdale. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  with  his  wife 
and  son,  arrived  last  Tuesday  from  the  La  Verne  Conference.  On 
Sunday  morning  he  gave  an  interesting  resume  of  some  of  the 
business  transacted  by  the  national  body  of  the  church.  Miss 
Ida  C.  Shumaker  also  spoke  on  some  of  the  happenings  there 
that  impressed  her  most.  In  the  evening  both  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Miller  related  other  matters  of  interest  in  connection  with 
the  Conference;  the  audience  greatly  appreciated  these  serv- 
ices. Thursday  of  this  week  will  be  Church  of  the  Brethren 
day  for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania;  this  will  be  held 
at  Idlewild  Park,  one  of  the  beauty  spots  of  the  state,  located 
near  Greensburg.  This  has  been  for  some  time  an  annual  event 
of  the  members  of  our  churches  located  in  the  Conemaugh  Val- 
ley, but  this  year  all  churches  in  our  district  have  been  invited. 
Many  from  Somerset  County  have  signified  their  intention  of 
attending  the  event.  On  Sunday  morning,  July  13,  Bro.  Miller 
will  again  speak  concerning  the  important  features  of  the  recent 
Conference,  and  has  chosen  for  his  theme.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Speaks.  The  commencement  exercises  of  the  union 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  will  be  held  in  the  evening.  The 
choir  of  the  Somerset  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  present  a  con- 
cert in  the  local  church  on  Wednesday  evening,  July  15,  in  re- 
turn for  the  entertainment  given  by  our  choir  in  their  church 
several  weeks  ago. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  July  8. 

Mt.  Olivet. — On  June  22  we  began  a  week's  revival  meeting 
with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Mark  Ebersole,  in  charge.  A  marked  in- 
terest prevailed  throughout  the  meeting  and  ten  young  people 
were  baptized  on  June  29.  On  Sunday  evening  we  were  favored 
with  special  music  from  the  Bunkertown  church.  The  Sunday 
school  has  decided  to  send  two  of  our  girls  to  the  intermediate 
camp  at  Camp  Conewago. — Mrs.  Ada  Brandt,  Millerstown,  Pa., 
July    8. 

Mountville. — Dr.  Daryl  M.  Parker,  our  missionary  to  China, 
was  with  us  for  the  morning  service  on  April  6  and  gave  us  a 
very  clear  insight  into  the  work  done  on  that  field.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  May  17  and  18  with  Brethren  Ralph  Schlos- 
ser  and  Raymond  Baugher  as  visiting  ministers,  both  of  whom 
gave  us  spiritual  and  practical  messages.  Revival  services  at 
Manor  began  June  1  with  Bro.  Harry  Eshleman  of  Rheems 
bringing  the  messages  each  evening.  Bro.  Eshleman  labored 
earnestly  and  faithfully,  visited  in  many  homes  and  brought 
real  Bible  truths  to  our  remembrance.  As  a  direct  visible  re- 
sult, four  young  souls  were  added  to  the  church,  being  received 
through  baptism  on  June  22.  During  these  meetings  special  mu- 
sic was  rendered  by  choruses  from  visiting  churches;  we  appre- 
ciated this  very  much.  Bro.  'Norman  K.  Musser  is  representing 
our  church  at  Annual  Conference.  Our  young  people's  group 
rendered  a  program  at  Chiques  on  Sunday  evening,  June  22. 
Our  children's  meeting  was  held  June  29.  The  junior  aid  en- 
tertained the  aid  society  from  East  Fairview  on  June  18;  ideas  of 
work  were  exchanged  and  a  good  time  was  enjoyed  by  all. — 
Florence  K.   Herr,   Millersville,   Pa.,  June  30. 

Pine  Glen. — At  our  spring  council  Brethren  Walter  Kenepp  and 
David  Yoder  were  elected  trustees.  Bro.  Luther  Yoder  was 
elected  secretary  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  project.  All 
other  church  officers  were  re-elected.  One  member  was  rein- 
stated and  two  were  received  by  letter  since  our  last  report. 
Brethren  W.  H.  Anderson  and  Luther  Yoder  represented  our 
church  as  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  held  in  the  Freder- 
icksburg church.  On  the  morning  of  April  20  our  Sunday  school 
observed  intermediate  Sunday  when  the  intermediate  boys  and 
girls  conducted  the  worship  service  in  the  Sunday  school.  Eas- 
ter and  Mother's  Day  were  fittingly  observed  with  special  pro- 
grams given  by  the  children  and  young  people.  On  Mother's 
Day  the  mothers  conducted  the  devotions  in  the  Sunday  school 
and  Bro.  James  Fink  of  Homer  City  delivered  the  morning  mes- 
sage. One  of  the  most  successful  and  largely  attended  revivals 
for  a  number  of  years  was  held  in  our  church  May  12-25  with 
Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  as  evangelist.  Special  music 
was  given  by  members  of  the  Spring  Run,  Lewistown  and  Mait- 
land  churches;  also  by  members  of  our  own  group.  Mr.  Herman 
Strickland,  a  Negro  gospel  singer,  was  present  two  evenings  and 
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directed  the  singing,  which  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
meetings.  Bro.  Pepple  brought  us  strong  gospel  sermons  and  as 
a  result  thirty-one  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  May  24  with  Bro.  Pepple  officiating,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  Lawrence  Ruble  and  James  Fink.  Our  chil- 
dren's day  program  was  given  Sunday  evening,  June  8.  Bro. 
Elam  Kauffman,  our  assistant  Sunday-school  chorister,  has  been 
called  to  camp.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  Perry  Huffaker,  and  family  of  Hagerstown,  Md. 
— Margaret  L.  Miller,   Mattawana,  Pa.,  June  26. 

Upper  Conewago. — On  May  3  we  met  at  the  Mummert  house 
for  our  quarterly  council.  Our  love  feast  was  held  May  17  and 
18  with  Eld.  Ira  Gibbel  from  Myerstown  preaching  the  exam- 
ination sermon  and  also  officiating.  Eld.  Elmer  Moyer  from 
Telford  assisted  at  the  service,  bringing  a  doctrinal  sermon 
Saturday  afternoon  prior  to  the  examination  sermon;  he  also 
preached  Sunday  morning  on  The  Blessed  Hope.  The  pre-love- 
feast  services  were  well  attended.  Elders  Walter  Cocklin  and 
Milton  Hershey  filled  the  pulpit  at  these  services,  each  bring- 
ing timely  messages.  Our  church  enjoyed  an  inspiring  and  up- 
lifting revival  service  at  the  Mummert  house  from  June  8  to  22. 
Bro.  Ollie  Hevener  from  Manheim  was  the  evangelist.  He 
preached  the  Word  with  power.  Five  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed  prior  to  the  meetings.  Bro. 
Hevener  made  many  friends  while  in  our  midst.  He  visited  in 
more  than  one  hundred  homes.  On  June  24  the  prayer  meeting 
was  held  in  the  East  Berlin  house.  This  service  was  in  the  form 
of  a  farewell  meeting  for  Bro.  Earl  Hoke,  the  first  of  our  boys 
to  leave  for  camp.  The  meeting  was  inspirational  and  was 
deeply  appreciated  by  Bro.  Hoke.  Autographs  of  Scripture 
verses  by  members  of  the  church,  as  well  as  other  tokens  of 
memory,  including  an  offering  of  $14.21,  were  presented  to  him. 
The  sisters'  aid  society  furnished  him  with  the  necessary  lin- 
ens. The  meeting  closed  with  singing  God  Be  With  You  Till  We 
Meet  Again.— Bertha  E.  Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  July  7. 

Washington 

Ellisforde. — Twenty-one  members  have  been  added  to  the 
church  since  our  last  report — eleven  being  baptized,  two  being 
reclaimed  and  eight  coming  by  letter;  just  previous  to  our  last 
report  one  other  was  received  by  letter,  making  a  total  of 
twenty-two.  One  couple,  whose  son  was  baptized  several  years 
ago,  came  fifty  miles  to  be  baptized.  During  the  pre-Easter 
season  our  evangelistic  meetings  were  held  with  Bro.  Ralph  G. 
Rarick  as  evangelist.  We  feel  that  we  were  highly  privileged 
to  have  had  him  with  us.     Eight  were  baptized  at  the  close  of 


his  meetings.  The  men  of  the  church  are  continuing  to  improve 
the  church  grounds,  having  recently  installed  a  sprinkling  sys- 
tem. Ground  was  recently  purchased  for  a  recreational  place 
and  the  young  people  have  ordered  equipment  for  various  rec- 
reational activities.  Other  groups  hope  to  add  equipment  for 
young  as  well  as  old.  This  ground  is  just  east  of  the  church. 
Plans  are  beginning  to  be  formulated  for  a  much-needed  addi- 
tion to  the  church  building,  as  conditions  are  becoming  quite 
crowded  with  the  continual  increase  in  attendance  and  interest. 
The  men  are  purchasing  a  new  electric  refrigerator  for  the  par- 
sonage. They  are  also  doing  improvement  work  at  the  ceme- 
tery. The  women's  group  have  recently  elected  officers  who 
will  fill  their  offices  after  Oct.  1.  In  so  doing  we  feel  things  will 
be  in  readiness  to  go  rapidly  ahead  in  the  fall.  Mrs.  Percy 
Shamberger  was  elected  president.  Our  big  projects  for  the 
year  are:  to  help  in  building  the  addition  to  the  church;  to 
meet  our  national  quota;  to  build  up  the  Hazel  Rothrock  fund 
and  other  mission  work;  and  greater  effort  in  evangelistic  work, 
with  more  visitation  in  the  homes.  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected,  to  take  office  on  Oct.  1.  David  Shamberger  was  elected 
superintendent.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager,  was  the 
delegate  from  this  district  to  Annual  Conference.  We  feel  we 
are  to  be  greatly  enriched  by  the  preaching  mission  following 
Conference.  To  many  of  us  it  is  a  rare  privilege  to  meet  with 
the  leaders  of  our  church  in  this  manner.  On  July  7  Brother 
and  Sister  William  Beahm,  Brother  and  Sister  Leland  Brubaker 
and  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  will  be  with  us.  Our  district  fieldman, 
Bro.  Paul  S.  Longenecker,  will  be  here  June  19.  Plans  are  be- 
ing made  for  our  Bible  school  to  be  held  in  July.  During  the 
summer  months  the  women's  chorus  is  practicing  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Cletus  Holmes,  Jr.  Our  students  who  have 
been  away  at  college  are  home  for  the  summer  vacation  and  we 
are  glad  to  have  them  with  us  again.  One  of  our  young  people. 
Miss  Leona  Stern,  who  nurses  in  Hawaii,  spent  her  vacation 
with  her  parents,  Elder  and  Mrs.  C.  V.  Stern.  Bro.  William  Moh- 
ler,  our  former  elder,  is  in  very  poor  health. — Mrs.  Earl  Longe- 
necker, Tonasket,  Wash.,  June  20. 

West  Virginia 
Union  Chapel. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  conducted  by  Bro. 
D.  B.  Spaid  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  began  June  1  and  continued 
throughout  the  week  with  fine  attendance,  regardless  of  a  few 
nights  of  rainy  weather.  One  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Bro.  Spaid's  messages  were  inspiring,  as  well  as  the  song 
services  and  a  talk  to  the  children.  Our  Sunday  school  has  good 
attendance  and  interest. — Arlene  Kight,  Lead  Mine,  W.  Va., 
July  9. 


ftABra" 


A  PEEASANT  OCCUPATION 

"It  is  a  pleasant  occupation  and  a  valuable  one  for  us 
to  know  our  church  fathers  in  action.  You  have  brought  to 
us  in  this  book  a  vital  character  in  an  important  phase  of 
our  church  history,  that  of  Christian  Journalism." — Prof. 
Paul  Halladay,  Associate  Professor  of  Music,  Manchester 
College. 


MEET  HENRY  KURTZ 


-H.  A.  BRANDT 


EDITOR,  PUBLISHER.  PREACHER,  CLERK  OF  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE, 

and  a  champion  of  "Christian  unity,  brotherly  love  and  universal  charity." 

CONTEMPORARY  of  Abraham  Cassel,  George  Hoke,  H.  R.  Holsinger, 
John  Kline  and  James  Quinter. 

Order  your  copy  today.    Meet  Henry  Kurtz.    $1.00,  postpaid. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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OFFICIAL    DIRECTORY- 


Note:  All  addresses  22  S.  State  St.. 
Elgin.     111.,     unless    otherwise    given. 


GENERAL  MISSION   BOARD 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chairman,  3435  Van 
Buren   St.,   Chicago,   111. 

H.  H.  Nye,  Vice-Chairman,  1631  Mifflin 
St.,   Huntingdon,   Pa. 

Otho    Winger,    N.    Manchester,    Ind. 

Nora  Rhodes,  Dallas  Center,   Iowa. 

W.  Newton  Long,  3600  Hillsdale  Rd.,  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

M.  S.  Frantz,  Nampa,   Idaho. 

Frank  S.  Carper,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

General  Secretary,   C.  D.  Bonsack. 

Financial   Secretary,   H.   Spenser   Minnich. 

Home  Mission   Secretary,  M.  R.   Zigler. 

Mission  Education,  Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Treasurer,   Clyde   M.    Culp. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

(Directors  same  as  for  Mission  Board) 
Manager-Treasurer.  E.  M.  Hersch. 
Secretary,    Earl   Kurtz. 
Sales  Director,  Omer  B.  Maphis. 

BOARD    OF    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Chairman,  Elizabethtown, 
Pa. 

C.  S.  Ikenberry,  Vice-Chairman,  Daleville, 
Va. 

John   I.   Coffman,   McFarland,    Calif. 

Warren  D.  Bowman,  2910  20th  S.,  N.  E., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Paul  W.   Kinsel,  Brookville,   Ohio. 

Burton    Metzler,    McPherson,    Kans. 

Charles  E.  Zunkel,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 

Harl  Russell,  Marshalltown,   Iowa. 

General  Secretary,  L.  Avery  Fleming. 

Peace  Representative.   Dan   West. 

Director  of  Adult  Work,  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg. 

Director  of  Young  People's  Work,  Ray- 
mond R.  Peters. 

Director  of  Children's  Work,  Ruth  Shriver. 

Editor,  E.  G.  Hofr. 

Assistant   Editor,   Edith   Barnes. 

Children's    Editor,    Genevieve    Crist. 

Young  People's   Editor,   Inez   Goughnour. 

GENERAL  EDUCATION  BOARD 

C.  C.  Ellis,  President,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

V.  F.  Schwalm,  Vice-President,  N.  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Eliz- 
abethtown,  Pa. 

Harper  Will,  Secretary  of  Nursing  and 
Medical  Education,  3560  Congress  St., 
Chicago,  111. 

J.   I.  Baugher,   Hershey,  Pa. 

D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Paul  H.   Bowman,   Bridgewater,  Va. 
C.  Ernest  Davis.  La  Verne,  Calif. 
W.  W.  Peters,  McPherson,  Kans. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 

GENERAL    MINISTERIAL    BOARD 

W.  H.  Yoder,  Chairman,  R.  1,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Vice-Chairman,  Eliza- 
bethtown,   Pa. 

Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,   Calif. 

H.  F.  Richards.  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Ralph  E.  White,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Executive  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

BRETHREN  SERVICE   COMMITTEE 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Va. 
Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
A.  W.  Cordier,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 
L.  W.  Shultz,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 
J.   I.   Baugher.   Hershey,   Pa. 
Paul  Kinsel.  Brookville.  Ohio. 
H.  F.  Richards,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
M.    R.    Zigler. 
Leland    S.    Brubaker. 

CONFERENCE     PROGRAM     COMMITTEE 

H.  Spenser  Minnich,  Secretary. 

John   I.    Coffman,    McFarland,   Calif. 

Ralph  E.  White,  Roanoke,   Va. 

Harper   S.   Will.    Chicago,    111. 

Paul      H.      Bowman,      Moderator      Elect, 

Bridgewater,    Va. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Conference  Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS    COMMITTEE 

Harper   S.   Will,   Chicago,   111. 
Calvert   N.   Ellis,    Huntingdon,    Pa. 
Lorell   Weiss,   La   Verne,   Calif. 

COUNCIL  OF  BOARDS 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Chairman,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Vice-Chairman,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 


NATIONAL    COUNCIL    WOMEN'S    WORK 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Bowman,  837  S.  Humphrey, 
Oak   Park    111. 

Mrs.  Harper  Will,  3560  Congress  St.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoff,  Mothers  and  Daughters, 
1073  W.   Chicago   St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Beahm,  Missions,  3435  Van 
Buren   St.,   Chicago,   111. 

Anetta   C.    Mow,   Secretary-Treasurer. 

COUNCIL  OF  MEN'S  WORK 

Harl  Russell,  President,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

Allen  Weldy,  First  Vice-President,  2101 
Prairie  St.,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

C.  E.  Resser,  Second  Vice-President,  2805 
35th  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

G.  A.  Cassel,  Third  Vice-President,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

C.  M.  Culp,  Recording  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary,  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. 

Ross    Heminger,    Wenatchee,   Wash. 

J.  N.  Via,  Roanoke,  Va. 

B.  F.  StaufTer,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
James  Breitigan,  Lititz,  Pa. 

E.    M.    Hersch. 

Stanley  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho. 
Chester  George,  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 
H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111. 
M.    B.   Williams,    3416    Springle    Ave.,   De- 
troit,   Mich. 
A.   G.   Breidenstine,  Hershev,  Pa. 
Cecil  Smith,   Stockton,   Calif.,  R.   6. 

NATIONAL   B.  Y.  P.  D.   CABINET 

Lester   Young,    Chairman,   Route   2,   North 

Manchester,    Ind. 
Grace    Bowman,    Secretary,    Bridgewater, 

Va. 
Ernest    Lefever,    640    Pennsylvania    Ave., 

York,  Pa. 
Kurtis    Naylor,    Palco,    Kans. 
Chalmer  Johnson,  Grants  Pass,   Oregon. 

PASTORS'  ASSOCIATION 

C.  G.   Hesse,   President,   Bridgewater,   Va. 
George      L.      Detweiler,      Vice-President, 

Huntingdon,   Pa. 
Earl      M.      Frantz,       Secretary-Treasurer, 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa. 

AUDITING    COMMITTEE 
C.  J.  Kistler,   Elkhart,  Ind. 
John  S.  Flory,  Jr.,  Oak  Park,  111. 

ANNUAL    MEETING    TREASURER 

E.  J.  Stauffer,  Barry,  111. 
MEMBER   ADVISORY   BOARD,   A.   B.   S. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave.,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

RAILWAY    TRANSPORTATION    AGENT 

W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

OUR  MISSIONARIES 
SWEDEN 

Graybill,  J.  F.,  and  Alice,  Spangatan  38, 
Malmo,    Sweden,    1911. 

CHINA 

College    of    Chinese    Studies.    Baguio,    via 

Manila,   Philippine   Islands 

Angeny,    Edward    T.,   and    Helen   F.,    1940. 
Cunningham,    Dr.    E.    Lloyd,     and    Ellen, 

1938. 
Crim,  Bessie  M.,  R.  N.,  1940. 
Florv.  Rolland  C,  and  Josephine  K.,   1940. 
Thomas,   Susie   M.,   1939. 

Note:  China  missionaries  temporarily  in 
the    community    of    Peking    can    be    ad- 
dressed Methodist  Mission,  Peiping,  China. 
Rothrock,  Hazel  M.,   1938. 
Clapper,   V.   Grace,   1917. 
Myers,  Minor  M.,  1919. 

On   Furlough 
Bright,  J.  Homer,  and  Minnie,   %  Mrs.  Ed 

Miller,  R.   1,   Union,   Ohio,   1911. 
Crumpacker,  F.   H.,   and  Anna,    %   Frantz 

Crumpacker,  Nampa,  Idaho,   1908. 
Hutchison,   Anna,   Cordova,  Md.,   1911. 
Ikenberry,   E.    L.,   and   Olivia,    %    General 

Mission  Board,  22  South  State  St.,  Elgin, 

111.,    1922. 
Metzger,   Minerva,   Mulberry,   Ind.,   1910. 
Myers,    Sara,   Bridgewater,   Va.,   1919. 
Ober,    Mary    Velma,    1005    Princeton    St., 

Elkhart,    Ind.,     1936. 
Oberholtzer,  I.  E.,  and  Elizabeth,  801  Mul- 
berry St.,  Muncie,  Ind.,  1916. 
Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,   % 

Methodist    Hospital,    Indianapolis,    Ind., 

1933. 


Schaeffer,  Mary,   505   Hand  St.,  Lancaster, 

Pa.,    1917. 
Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,   Iowa,  1916. 
Shock,      Laura,       %       Charles      Lininger, 

R.  F.  D.  2,  Huntington,  Ind.,  1916. 
Smith,    W.    Harlan,    and   Frances,   Box   36, 

Greene,   Iowa,   1919. 
Sollenberger,  O.  C,  and  Hazel,  418  Weitzel 

St.,  Oceanside,  Calif.,  1919. 
Wampler,    Ernest    M.,    and    Elizabeth    B., 

R.  N.,  506  Wayne  Ave.,  Greenville,  Ohio, 

1918   and    1922. 
Wertz,    Corda    L.,    R.    N.,    Spencer,    Ohio, 

1932. 

AFRICA 

Chibuk,    Nigeria,    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaiuru 
Petre,  Ira  S.,  and  Mary  M.,  1939. 

Garkida.    Nigeria,    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaiuru 
Faw,   Chalmer  E.,   and   Mary  P.,   1939. 
Horn,  Evelyn  J.,  R.  N.,   1930. 
Heckman,    Clarence    C,    and    Lucile,    1924. 
Moyer.   Edna   Faye,    1931. 
Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 

1934. 

Lassa,    via    Jos    and    Damaiuru,    Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 
Brumbaugh,   Grayce,  R.  N.,   1937. 
Royer,   Harold   A.,   and   Gladys  H..   1930. 
Weaver,   E.   Paul   and   Zalma  F.,   1939. 

Marama,  via  Jos  and  Damaiuru,  Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Harper,  Clara,  1926. 
Shisler,   Sara   C,    1926. 

On   Furlough 

Engel,  Alice,  R.  N.,  Boonsboro,  Md.,   1937. 

Frank,  Evelyn  E.,  R.  N.,  511  East  E.  Ave- 
nue, Glendale,  Arizona,  1938. 

Kulp,  H.  Stover,  and  Christina,  18th  and 
Washington  Sts.,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  1922 
and    1927. 

Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  2340 
5th   St.,   La  Verne,  Calif.,   1938. 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N..  519  Minnesota 
Ave.,   Willmar,   Minn.,    1941. 

Utz,  Ruth,  R.  N.,   Brightwood,  Va.,  1930. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs,  Surat  Dist.,  India 
Alley,   Howard   L.,  and  Hattie   Z.,   1917. 
Ebbert,  Ella,   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Dist.,  India 

Bollinger,   Amsev,    and   Florence  M.,   1930. 

Grisso,    Lillian,    1917. 

Lichty,   D.  J.,   and   Anna,   1902  and   1912. 

Moomaw,   I.   W.,   and   Mabel,    1923. 

Warstler,  Anna  M.,   1931. 

Ziegler.  Emma  K.,   1930. 

Bulsar,   Surat  Dist.,   India 

Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,   Verna  M.,   R.   N.,   1919. 
Blough,  J.   M.,  and  Anna,   1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N.,  1921. 
Zigler,  Earl   M.,   and  Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu   Road,   Thana  Dist.,   India 

Messer,   Hazel  E.,  R.  N.,   1931. 
Nickey,   Dr.   Barbara   M.,   1915. 
Royer,  B.  Mary,  1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,  1916. 

Palghar,   Thana   Dist..   India 

Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,   and   Susan  L.,   1927. 

Umalla,  Broach  Dist.,  India 
Kinzie,  Wm.   G.,   and   Pauline  G.,   1937. 
Miller,  Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via   Surat,   India 

Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,  and  Joy  C,  1940. 
Kiracofe,  Kathryn,   1937. 
Widdowson,  Olive,   1912. 

115     Mahatma     Gandhi     Road,     Bombay, 
India 

Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,  and  Mary,  1921. 

Landour,  Mussoorie,  U.  P.,  India 

Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On    Furlough 

Cottrell,   Drs.   A.   R.   and  Laura,    %   A.  M. 

Stout,  R.   1,  Lynn,   Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,    Eliza    B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1, 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  1900. 
Mow,   Baxter  M.,   and   Anna   B.,   3435   Van 

Buren,   Chicago,   111.,    1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   C,    105   Beachly   St.,   Mey- 

ersdale,  Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend,   Ralph,   41   W.    10th,   Columbus, 

Ohio,    1937. 


V    CtlURCS- 


CUR  NEW  CATALOG 

A  copy  of  our  new  catalog  should  have  been  received 
by  every  subscriber  to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  Make  it 
your  buying  guide  for  church  and  Sunday-school  sup- 
plies as  well  as  all  library  needs. 

In  building  this  catalog  certain  errors  have  crept  in, 
and  since  the  first  forms  went  to  press  other  changes 
have  taken  place.  Below  we  list  corrections  as  of  July 
9,  1941,  and  ask  that  you  either  make  the  corrections  in 
your  copy  or  preserve  this  page  for  future  reference. 

Observance  of  these  corrections  will  save  much  time  and  trouble. 
Other  corrections  will  be  announced  as  they  arise. 


Page  3— Change  price  of  OUR  YOUNG  PEO- 
PLE from  15c  to  17c  per  quarter. 

Page  12 — "I  Wonder:  Stories  for  Little  Chil- 
dren"— out  of  print. 

Page  16 — "Living  Courageously" — out  of  print. 
"The  Successful  Young  People's  So- 
ciety"-— out  of  print. 

Page  17 — "New  Testament  Stories  Dramatized" 
— reduce  price  to  $1.25. 

Page  43— Scripture  Text  Alphabet  Cards,  de- 
scription as  follows: 

The  letters  are  3  inches  high  and  have  a  hole 
punched  at  the  top  so  that  by  cutting  out  the  letters 
and  tying  a  cord  through  the  hole  an  attractive  set  of 
wall  hangers  may  be  made.  There  are  27  cards  in 
the  set,  one  for  each  letter  of  the  alphabet  and  one  for 
the  &  sign,  so  that  one  card  may  be  used  each  week 
for  two  quarters,  or  half  a  year.  The  cards  are  of 
assorted  colors,  10  different  colors  being  used,  so  that 
when  outlined  by  sewing  with  colored  thread  or 
worsted,  when  colored  with  crayons  or  when  cut  out 
and  hung  up,  they  are  very  attractive  and  interesting. 
This  is  an  ideal  way  to  "tie  up"  great  Bible  teachings 
to  the  first  and  most  common  of  all  study,  the  learning 
of  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  Price,  15c  per  set  of 
27  cards. 

Page  50 — Style  "A"  Cloth  Blackboards — prices 
increased  as  follows: 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


2x2  ft.. 

3x3  ft.. 

3x4  ft.. 

3x5  ft.. 

3x6  ft 5.20 


.$1.70 
.  2.90 
.  3.65 
.  4.35 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


3x7 
4x4 
4x5 
4x6 
4x7 


6.30 
4.05 
4.90 
5.90 
6.85 


No. 
No. 


No.  3. 

No.  4. 

Page 


Slated  Cloth  prices  increased  as  follows: 

black,  slated,  two  sides 
4  feet  wide,  per  yard   $1.40 

3  feet  wide,  per  yard    1.20 

black,  slated  one  side 

4  feet   wide,   per   yard    1.25 

3  feet  wide,  per  yard   1.00 

68— (1)  No.    T.3.,    Moffatt's    New    Testa- 
ment—reduce to  $2.50. 

(2)  Moffatt's  Parallel  New  Testament 
should  appear  after  No.  T.ll., 
with  more  space  between  the 
two. 

(3)  Column  two,  last  line  should  ap- 
pear before  No.  133X  and  No. 
183X.  These  are  concordance 
editions. 

Page  71 — "The  Expositor's  Bible" — reduce  price 
to  $15.00. 


Page  72 — "Expositor's    Dictionary   of   Texts" — 

out  of  print. 
Page  77 — "The  Story  of  Our  Church" — reduce 

price  to  $1.25. 
Page  83 — "100  Revival  Sermons  and  Outlines" 

by  Frederick  Barton  is  listed  twice  under 

Anvil  Library  Giants.     On  page  85  this 

book  should  be  priced  at  $1.39. 
"Acres    of    Diamonds" — increase    price    to 

$1.35. 
The  following  books  on  page  83  are  now  out 

of  print: 

"Minister's  Weekday  Manual,"  G.  B.  F.  Hallock. 
"The  Road  to  Faith,"  Winifred  Kirkland. 
"The  Inevitable  Christ,"  J.  D.  Jones. 
"The  Mind  of  the  Master,"  Ian  Maclaren. 
"Landmarks   in   the   Struggle   Between   Science   and 
Religion,"  J.  Y.  Simpson. 

Page  88 — Stock  Envelopes  come  in  white  also. 
Page  89 — No.     1    Aluminum    Collection    Plate 
should  be  $2.00,  not  $1.00. 
Individual    Communion    Service    Tray    No. 

10  should  be  $6.25,  not  $6.50. 
Patent  Filler  should  be  $5.50,  not  $5.25. 
Covers  for  these  trays  omitted.     Should  be 
$2.25. 
Page  90 — Title  in  second  column  should  read 

"Wedding  Certificates  and  Books." 
Page  92— "Our  Wedding  Book"   is  $1.50,  not 

$1.00. 
Page  94 — "Hymns  of  Praise  Nos.  1  and  2  Com- 
bined"— single  copy  price  70c,  not  75c. 
"Tabernacle  Hymns  No.  4" — see  Correction 
Notice  page  144. 
Page  97 — After    "Rodeheaver's    Gospel    Solos 
and  Duets  No.  2,"  paragraph  refers  to  both 
Nos.  1  and  2  as  available  in  unbound  but 
stapled  and  trimmed  at  50c  each. 
Page  107 — "Cokesbury  Stunt  Book" — increase 
to  $1.75. 
"Cokesbury  Party  Book" — increase  to  $1.75. 
"Recreation    for    Young    and    Old" — out    of 
print. 
Page  129— "The  Sky  Pilot"— out  of  print. 
Page  135 — Material  between  parallel  lines  to 
be    deleted.       It    refers     to    merchandise 
omitted  from  catalog  at  last  minute. 


Your  orders  will  receive  every  consideration  from  your  Publishing  House. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Editorial — 

Around  the  World  (E. 
Peg  Your  Faith  (H.  A. 
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Around  the  World 


The  Japanese  girl's  chance  for 
marriage  has  been  decreased  about 
eight  to  one  by  the  war. 

The  first  Red  Cross  nurses'  train- 
ing camp  of  the  present  defense  cris- 
is has  been  opened  at  Bryn  Mawr 
College.     It  will  train  200  nurses. 

Church  women  of  all  faiths  waded 
knee-deep  in  flood  waters  to  join 
forces  to  formally  petition  city  and 
county  officials  to  establish  a  full- 
time  health  unit  at  Pauls  Valley, 
Okla. 

An  unusual  hobby  is  that  of  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Rittenhouse  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, Fla.,  who  entertains  the  visit- 
ing oldsters  who  come  from  many 
states.  Over  3,300  of  them  have 
joined  her  first  national  Three-Quar- 
ter Century  Club  in  which  the  ages 
range  from  75  to  103. 

The  Sisters  of  Christian  Doctrine 

and  Father  George  Lewis  Smith 
are  undertaking  a  task  of  organiza- 
tion and  building  in  Horse  Creek 
Valley,  South  Carolina,  that  aims  to 
improve  the  living  conditions  in  a 
needy  area.  The  handicraft  and 
welfare  center  is  being  built  and 
programs  are  being  outlined. 

Statistics  on  longevity  published 
by  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company  recently  indicate  that  the 
average  couple  40  years  old  can  fig- 
ure on  living  together  for  about  28 
years  more,  with  the  wife  surviving 
her  husband  by  more  than  three 
years.  Men  who  have  reached  50 
should  attain  the  age  of  70,  while 
similarly-aged  women  should  out- 
live them  to  pass  their  73rd  birth- 
day. 


Mass  religious  singing  is  large- 
ly responsible  for  the  high  morale 
of  the  Chinese  people,  according 
to  Liu  Liang-mo,  Chinese  evan- 
gelist in  this  country.  "There  are 
songs  to  help  send  the  guerilla 
troops  into  action,  songs  to  help 
improve  sanitaticn,  songs  to  com- 
bat illiteracy,  songs  which  moun- 
tain dwellers  sing  as  they  work  to 
keep  the  Burma  road  open."  A 
revolutionary  theme  is  struck  in 
the  Song  of  the  Young  Women, 
which  contains  t  h  e  following 
lines: 

Smash  the  fetters  of  feudalism. 

Kick  down  the  old  order.  .  .  . 

We  are  the  young  women  of  Chi- 
na. 

We  stand  at  the  forefront  of  the 
struggle. 

In  a  New  Jersey  town  of  30,000 
population  the  schools  and  gymnasi- 
ums which  had  been  regularly  open 
three  nights  a  week  for  supervised 
recreation  for  underprivileged  youth 
were  closed  for  lack  of  funds.  The 
church  women  united  with  pastors, 
social  and  civic  clubs  and  reopened 
the  centers. 

Ladies  of  the  Grail  is  a  new  Ro- 
man Catholic  religious  order  whose 
members  wear  modern  women's 
clothes  and  devote  their  lives  of 
chastity,  poverty  and  obedience  pri- 
marily to  social  service  among 
working  girls.  Recently  30  girls  be- 
gan a  course  of  training  on  a  115- 
acre  farm  near  Chicago.  Bishop 
Shiel  hopes  they  will  become  one  of 
the  most  effective  instruments  of  the 
church's  social  gospel  and  social 
service  in  the  United  States. 


For  the  second  time  in  the  history 
of  the  Virginia  Methodist  Confer- 
ence a  woman  has  been  licensed  as 
a  minister.  She  is  Mrs.  Coretta  J. 
Mason  of  Lynchburg. 

The  demand  for  Bibles  in  the  mis- 
sionary world  is  greater  than  Bible 
societies  can  supply,  says  Dr.  Fred- 
erick W.  Cropp,  general  secretary  of 
the  American  Bible  Society. 

Employing  thousands  of  women  as 

grocery  store  clerks  is  an  immediate 
plan  of  the  National  Association  of 
Retail  Grocers.  Those  who  know 
how  to  cook  and  plan  meals  will  be 
favored. 

A  Bible  class  for  tenant  farmers' 
children  became  a  reality  when  a 
woman  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  discov- 
ered a  family  with  seven  children 
unacquainted  with  any  form  of 
church  service.  She  opened  her 
home  for  the  classes  and  enlisted 
the  help  of  other  women  of  the  com- 
munity for  teaching  and  providing 
clothing  and  bedding  in  cases  of 
need. 

The  biennial  of  the  National 
Council  of  Church  Women  will  con- 
vene in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  30 — 
Oct.  3.  There  will  be  one  day  of 
intensive  presentation  and  discus- 
sion of  problems  relating  to  the 
various  relationships  of  the  National 
Council  with  other  interdenomina- 
tional agencies  and  the  proposed 
merging  of  the  national  women's  or- 
ganizations which  has  been  under 
process  of  study  and  preparation  for 
three  years.  On  the  next  three  days 
there  will  be  joint  conference  ses- 
sions with  delegates  to  the  Ohio 
Conference  of  Church  Women.  This 
will  make  one  of  the  largest  inter- 
denominational meetings  of  church 
women  ever  undertaken.  Seminars, 
workshops  and  exhibits  will  supple- 
ment leading  addresses. 
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O^ito^ial 


Peg  Your  Faith 

In  a  time  of  testing,  if  one  is  in  danger  of  be- 
coming unduly  discouraged,  it  may  be  useful  to 
endeavor  to  peg  one's  faith.  It  would  seem  that 
something  like  this  was  in  the  mind  of  Paul  when 
he  wrote  that  second  letter  to  Timothy. 

After  calling  his  young  friend's  attention  to  his 
great  inheritance  by  way  of  his  mother  and 
grandmother,  Paul  goes  on  to  encourage  Timothy 
to  "hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words  which  thou 
hast  heard  of  me,  in  faith  and  love  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus."  Yet  what  is  this  but  an  appeal  to 
Timothy  to  peg  his  faith  at  the  level  to  which  he 
had  attained  when  faced  with  less  strenuous  pros- 
pects? 

If  the  reader  cares  to  glance  on  through  the 
epistle,  many  other  appeals  in  a  somewhat  similar 
vein  will  be  found.  Thus  Timothy  is  encouraged 
to  "endure  hardness  as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  to  study  to  show  himself  a  worthy  work- 
man, to  shun  profane  babblings,  to  flee  youthful 
lusts,  and  to  continue  in  the  things  he  had  learned 
and  was  assured  of.  Holding  to  this  standard,  he 
could  preach  the  word  and  be  assured  of  a  re- 
spectful hearing. 

What  we  are  trying  to  say  is  this:  When  the  go- 
ing gets  hard  it  is  no  time  to  slip  to  the  general 
level.  That  is  the  time  when  one  has  the  re- 
sponsibility to  peg  his  faith,  endeavoring  to  live 
up  to  the  best  he  knows.  And  by  so  doing,  one  be- 
comes a  part  of  that  cloud  of  the  faithful  who  help 
to  redeem  their  time.  h.  a.  b. 

Poem  for  Pay 

This  is  the  story  of  another  Mary  and  how  she 
managed  without  an  alabaster  box.  This  Mary 
was  but  twelve  years  old,  and  lay  sick  with  pneu- 
monia in  a  hospital.  Again  and  again  her  pastor 
called  to  encourage  and  to  help  her  pass  the  tedi- 
ous hours.  But  how  could  a  twelve-year-old  girl 
repay  such  thoughtfulness? 


At  last  there  came  the  thought:  Why  not  a 
poem  for  pay?  And  so  she  wrote  four  stanzas 
about  her  pastor — indeed,  about  all  good  pastors 
who  serve  with  love  in  their  hearts  and  a  prayer 
on  their  lips.  It  seemed  to  Mary  that  these  men 
are  the  truest  and  best  heroes  in  all  the  world. 

When  of  silver  and  gold  you  have  none,  and  of 
course  no  alabaster  box,  it  may  be  that  something 
else  would  be  nicer  still.  You  may  find  with 
Mary,  and  her  kindly  pastor,  that  a  poem  is  better 
pay.  h.  A.  b. 

My  Thirty-sixth  Conference 

Part  One — Observations  on  the  Trip 

In  the  past  sixty-one  years  I  have  attended  thir- 
ty-six Annual  Meetings.  My  first  one  was  in  1880 
when  I  went  by  spring  wagon  as  we  lived  only 
seven  miles  from  the  place  of  meeting.  My  last 
one  was  by  streamliner  on  the  railroad.  When  our 
first  Conferences  were  held  travel  problems  were 
easily  solved — one  went  on  foot  or  by  the  help  of 
old  Dobbin.  Last  year  one  member  of  Standing 
Committee  flew  in  from  Kansas  City;  this  year 
one  flew  all  the  way  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to 
Los  Angeles.  Quite  a  difference.  This  year  one 
party  by  auto  beat  the  streamline  train  from 
Elgin  to  Pomona,  and  that's  going  some. 

I  have  attended  most  of  these  Conferences  be- 
cause I  have  formed  the  habit.  First  I  went  as 
president  of  the  college  for  eleven  years,  then 
thirteen  years  as  an  editor  and  the  last  twelve 
years  as  secretary.  And  yet  I  have  gone  not  so 
much  from  habit  or  because  of  business  as  be- 
cause I  like  Conference.  A  little  girl  was  asked 
by  her  uncle  which  part  of  school  she  liked  best. 
Quickly  she  replied,  "When  it  is  out."  Unlike  that 
girl  I  like  Conference  when  it  is  "on." 

My  good  wife  asked  me  what  reading  I  was  tak- 
ing along.  I  replied,  "Nothing.  I  want  to  relax 
and  just  rest."  I  had  my  time  all  to  myself  on  the 
going  trip.     Met  only  two  of  our  people  on  the 
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way,  and  that  while  changing  cars  at  Denver. 
Having  always  lived  on  the  prairies  I  love  its 
fields,  its  growing  crops,  its  live  stock  and  its  scat- 
tered homes.  But  my  love  of  the  prairies  does  not 
prejudice  me  against  the  beauty  of  the  desert  or 
the  majesty  of  the  mountains. 

Yes,  the  desert  has  its  charms  in  the  beauty  of 
its  lonely  flowers,  in  the  extent  of  its  vast  wastes, 
in  the  glory  of  its  sand  storms  and  in  its  ready 
response  when  man  waters  and  cultivates  it.  The 
mountains  with  their  cloud-wrapped  peaks,  the 
canyons  with  their  deep-cut  winding,  colorful 
walls  and  rushing  streams,  the  railroads  with  their 
zigzagging  tracks  leading  up  the  mountainside  and 
the  dark  tunnels  bored  through  the  bowels  of  the 
mountains — all  these  combine  in  the  story  of  how 
the  human  race  has  advanced  through  meeting  op- 
position and  by  overcoming  hardships  rather  than 
by  traveling  the  path  of  ease  and  least  resistance. 

One  is  amazed  at  the  pains  railroad  officials  take 
to  please  the  traveling  public.  Cheap  and  good 
meals  on  the  train,  crews  that  do  their  utmost  to 
please,  a  stewardess,  who  is  also  a  registered 
nurse,  to  care  for  mothers  and  their  children  and 
to  serve  all.  A  card  catalogue  of  the  Pullman  pas- 
sengers with  their  car  and  seat  number,  along 
with  their  home  address  so  that,  should  the  occa- 
sion arise,  they  can  be  readily  located  and  that  a 
message  can  be  sent  to  the  home  folks  in  case  of 
special  need.  All  this  is  done  for  the  passengers 
who  are  total  strangers  to  the  officials,  many  of 
whom  may  never  board  their  train  again.  Twice 
trains  were  held  so  that  a  few  passengers  could 
make  their  connections. 

Shortly  before  our  train  entered  the  long  tunnel 
on  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  the  passengers 
were  shaken  by  the  sudden  application  of  the 
brakes.  What  had  happened?  One  two-year-old 
child  had  been  playing  on  the  track.  But  nowhere 
could  it  be  found.  The  crew  thought  that  it  might 
have  been  caught  in  the  trucks  so  back  and  forth 
men  walked  on  both  sides  of  the  train.  Finally  it 
was  found  in  the  weeds  four  rods  from  the  track. 
Before  it  could  be  placed  in  an  auto  it  breathed  its 
last.  The  call  had  gone  out  for  a  doctor  on  the 
train  but  none  was  to  be  found.  That  crew  would 
not  leave  the  scene  until  the  child  was  found. 
Such  is  the  concern  of  the  officials  that  all  must 
be  done  to  account  for  every  accident.  I  have  only 
one  criticism  of  present  travel  accommodations: 
Because  ample  provisions  are  made  in  the  parlor 
car  for  those  who  want  to  smoke  or  drink,  I  should 
like  to  start  a  campaign  petitioning  the  railroads 
to  provide  similar  accommodations  for  those  who 
do  not  smoke  or  drink.  Would  that  be  asking  too 
much?     Perhaps  that  should  go  into  the  resolu- 


tions of  the  various  denominations  when  they  meet 
in  their  great  gatherings. 

My  return  trip  was  equally  pleasant.  On  the 
Sunday  morning  after  Conference  I  arrived  at 
home  none  the  worse  for  the  trip  or  the  great 
meeting  at  La  Verne.  After  greeting  my  good 
wife  she  said,  "And  John,  I  just  had  bad  news. 
Wilson  passed  away  twenty-three  hours  ago 
and  Amanda  is  very,  very  sick."  Wilson  was 
my  last  surviving  brother,  eighty-one  last 
May,  and  Amanda  is  my  last  surviving  sister, 
who  became  eighty-eight  on  the  ninth  of  July. 
Since  that  birthday  she  has  been  on  the  mend. 
This  means  that  those  remaining  of  a  family  of 
ten  children  are  booked  for  a  very  short  stay  here 
below. 

Now  that  I  have  told  you  about  the  trip,  I  will 
tell  you  about  the  Conference  in  my  next,  if  I  can 
find  the  editor  napping  so  that  he  will  let  the  arti- 
cle pass  into  the  Messenger.  J.  e.  m. 

Appraising  the  New  Movement 

As  a  rule  we  are  not  greatly  impressed  by  long 
lists  of  sponsoring  names.  They  are  too  easy  to 
get.  Many  good  people  like  to  see  their  names  set 
down  in  connection  with  the  newest  "movement" 
that  promises  to  set  our  troubled  and  disordered 
world  to  rights. 

Points  to  watch:  What  obligations  are  imposed 
on  the  sponsors?  If  none,  there  is  all  the  more 
reason  to  be  wary.  Does  the  objective  contem- 
plate only  a  rearrangement  of  existing  agencies  or 
the  addition  of  others?  Out  of  what  are  the  new 
ones  to  be  made?  How  will  the  necessary  power 
be  generated?  What  is  the  basis  of  confidence 
that  this  plan  will  really  work?  Does  it  make 
much  or  little  of  personal  character?  e.  f. 

Advertising  Your  Noble  Spirit 

"I  am  afraid  that  his  martyr  complex  will 
create  a  very  unfavorable  atmosphere." 

Do  you  blame  him  for  being  afraid?  You  see  it 
was  his  responsibility  to  find  men  for  certain  im- 
portant positions  of  public  trust  and  he  knew  well 
that  the  brother's  attitude  would  not  command 
the  respect  of  the  men  under  his  supervision. 
They  would  prefer  to  do  their  own  admiring  of 
his  sacrificial  spirit  without  his  inviting  them  to 
do  so. 

By  etymology  a  martyr  is  a  witness  and  God 
knows  how  terribly  urgent  the  need  is  for  wit- 
nesses to  the  truth  about  him  and  his  way  with 
men.  The  testimony  is  most  effectively  given, 
however,  by  deeds  done  quietly  and  unpreten- 
tiously in  tireless  devotion  to  a  great  ideal.    E.  f. 
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Why  Send 

Our  Children  to 

Brethren  Colleges? 

BY  D.  W.  KURTZ 


Our  children  who  attend  the  public  schools,  in- 
cluding the  high  schools,  are  influenced  by  teach- 
ers and  friends  to  attend  other  colleges  than  our 
own.  Often  a  chum  or  a  sweetheart  determines 
the  decision.  In  many  cases  the  teachers  are  us- 
ing all  their  influence  to  send  the  high  school 
graduate  to  the  state  institution  whence  they 
came.  Of  course,  this  rule  works  both  ways;  the 
teachers  from  Brethren  colleges  have  the  same  op- 
portunity. The  fact  is,  there  are  hundreds  of  chil- 
dren from  our  Brethren  homes  that  do  not  attend 
our  own  colleges.  Most  of  these  should  go  to  our 
own  colleges,  and  would  do  so  if  the  parents  had 
done  their  duty. 

The  parents  cannot  abdicate  their  responsibility 
in  the  selection  of  the  college  for  their  children. 
The  atmosphere  of  the  home  is  the  biggest  factor. 
Where  parents  are  loyal  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  support  her  institutions,  and  pray 
for  them,  it  follows  naturally  that  the  children, 
from  early  childhood,  dream  and  plan  to  attend 
their  own  college.  Twenty-five  years  ago  there 
was  in  the  church  much  indifference  and  some  op- 
position to  our  own  colleges.  Fortunately,  that 
has  passed  away,  and  the  church  has  fully  adopted 
these  institutions  as  a  part  of  the  total  program 
for  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  colleges  train  our 
leaders  for  the  church,  and  provide  a  Christian 
point  of  view  for  good  citizenship  and  the  good 
life. 

First,  let  us  face  some  objections  that  parents 
still  make.  They  mention  the  cost — state  institu- 
tions do  not  charge  tuition,  etc.  But  all  investiga- 
tions that  I  have  ever  seen  show  that  the  average 
expenses  of  a  student  at  a  state  institution  is  much 
higher,  and  sometimes  several  times  higher  than 
at  a  Brethren  college.     The  extra  fees,  the  high 


cost  of  board  and  rooms,  and  the  expensive  social 
life  of  the  big  institution  overbalance  the  savings 
in  the  item  of  tuition. 

Again,  it  is  often  said  the  big  university  has  bet- 
ter libraries,  laboratories,  and  equipment.  Of 
course,  an  institution  of  10,000  students  has  a  big- 
ger library  than  an  institution  of  500  students,  but 
seldom  does  it  have  more  books  per  capita.  In- 
vestigations have  shown  again  and  again  that  in 
the  smaller  institution  the  student  was  better  pro- 
vided than  in  the  large  institution;  and  who  ever 
heard  of  a  student  that  used  all  the  equipment  in 
the  small  college  that  was  available! 

It  is  also  believed  by  many  that  to  attend  a  large 
university  is  a  guarantee  of  a  position,  and  suc- 
cess. This  is  wholly  wrong.  Experience  shows 
that  the  percentage  of  failures  is  very  much  larg- 
er among  the  students  of  the  big  institutions. 

But,  really,  why  should  our  boys  and  girls  at- 
tend a  Brethren  college?  Because  the  goal  of  edu- 
cation is  to  fit  one  for  life,  to  live  the  good  life,  and 
such  a  goal  can  only  be  achieved  by  living  such  a 
life  in  an  environment  that  makes  it  possible. 
Surely  our  parents  can  see  this.  No  matter  how 
good  your  children  are,  if  you  send  them  to  an  in- 
stitution where  there  is  no  emphasis  on  character, 
and  all  means  of  spiritual  culture  is  deleted  from 
the  curriculum,  and  the  general  life  around  these 
children  is  frankly  pagan,  they  cannot  develop 
that  which  is  of  greatest  worth — the  Christian 
character — as  they  can  where  the  whole  atmos- 
phere of  a  church  college  is  permeated  with  Chris- 
tian ideals.  Four  years  in  college  at  the  age  when 
our  boys  and  girls  are  fixing  their  life  purposes, 
and  their  habits,  is  too  important  to  expose  them 
to  an  environment  that  frankly  and  openly  omits 
their  greatest  needs.     Dr.  Athearn  used  to  say: 
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''That  which  the  school  omits  is  considered  by  the 
student  unimportant."  After  a  student  graduates 
from  a  church  college,  and  has  matured  enough 
to  specialize  in  some  professional  career,  he  is  in 
an  entirely  different  position  than  the  four  years 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-two  which  are  the  usual 
college  years. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  a  special  herit- 
age that  is  not  found  everywhere.  The  best  schol- 
arship in  the  world  is  just  beginning  to  recognize 
what  Alexander  Mack  saw  over  200  years  ago — 
that  Jesus  is  the  gospel;  "in  him  was  life,  and  the 
life  is  the  light  of  men"  (John  1:4).  True  religion 
is  to  follow  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  as  he  lived  among 
men.  Hence  the  ideals  of  peace,  temperance,  the 
spiritual  life,  brotherhood,  and  the  good  life,  these 
are  the  essence  of  the  religion  of  our  Lord,  and 
our  church.  Loyalty  to  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren demands  loyalty  to  our  own  colleges  where 
alone  our  ideals  are  taught  by  precept  and  by  ex- 
ample. 

Then,  too,  during  the  college  age  our  children 
make  their  lifetime  friends.  Do  you  want  them  to 
make  friends  with  accidental  acquaintances  at  a 
big  institution,  or  do  you  want  their  lifetime 
friends  to  be  Brethren,  who  are  selected  by  our 
own  colleges?  One  among  these  friends  will  like- 
ly become  the  partner  of  the  home  each  one  will 
establish;  who  shall  that  partner  be?  This  is  the 
biological  period  in  their  development  when  these 
choices  are  made.  In  the  big  university,  they  get 
acquainted  with  only  a  few  persons,  coming  from 
far  and  near.  In  the  small  Brethren  college  they 
become  acquainted  with  every  student,  who  by 
the  very  ideals  of  the  college,  are  carefully  se- 
lected, of  the  very  best  of  our  youth.  Some  peo- 
ple try  to  make  a  joke  of  the  college  as  a  match- 
factory.  But  the  college  age  is  the  time  when 
these  choices  are  made,  so  all  colleges  in  the  land 
are  in  the  same  plight.  It  is  a  question  that  is 
supremely  important:  Who  do  you  want  to  be 
the  lifetime  friends  of  your  sons  and  daughters, 
one  of  whom  will  be  his  or  her  life  companion? 

Democracy  rests  upon  "a  high  morality,  unself- 
ish public  spirit,  and  intelligence,"  according  to 
Lord  Bryce.  We  cannot  create  an  enduring  de- 
mocracy without  Christian  ideals.  All  of  our 
schoolteachers  should  have  this  point  of  view.  So 
should  all  our  business  men,  and  all  citizens. 
Where  shall  our  leaders  in  culture  and  in  public 
affairs  get  this  foundation  without  which  we  can- 
not create  and  maintain  democracy?  I  have  a  li- 
brary on  this  great  subject  of  democracy,  and  can 
say  with  authority  that  I  know  of  no  way  except 
by  building  upon  the  spirit  of  Christ.  I  know  of 
no  institution  in  the  world  that  equals  our  own 


Brethren  colleges  to  supply  this  need.  We  as  a 
church  have  always  emphasized  the  good  life,  and 
the  spirit  of  brotherhood,  as  exemplified  by  Christ. 
This  is  the  great  need  for  solving  the  human  prob- 
lem in  our  world  at  all  times.  If  the  leadership  of 
the  future  would  get  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  all  our  problems  would 
be  solved.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  come 
into  the  world  for  such  a  time  as  this.  We  must 
make  a  contribution  to  humanity  at  this  time. 
Our  program  cannot  succeed  unless  our  own  chil- 
dren are  loyal  to  the  church,  and  get  their  college 
training  in  our  own  schools.  The  end  of  educa- 
tion is  more  than  the  knowledge  of  science  and 
history  and  literature;  the  goal  is  life,  the  good 
life,  as  revealed  in  Christ. 

The  best  thing  we  get  is  not  what  comes  out  of 
the  textbooks,  but  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  the 
college.  The  life,  ideals,  and  personalities  of  our 
institutions  are  the  dynamic  of  real  culture.  We 
want  our  sons  and  daughters  to  be  pillars  of  right- 
eousness and  prophets  of  a  new  and  better  day. 
This  they  must  do  as  citizens  in  all  vocations  of 
life.  They  can  only  do  this  if  they  have  it;  only 
if  they  live  long  enough  with  folks  who  have  it; 
only  as  they  get  it  in  the  four  years  in  a  Christian 
college,  such  as  our  own  splendid  colleges. 

I  appeal  to  the  parents.    What  is  your  aim  for 


She  Who  Loves  Flowers 

BY  LUCILE  LONG 

She  who  loves  flowers  shall  walk  not  unattended 

By  beauty,  and  the  gracious  thoughts  that  grow 

Surely  in  every  garden  as  the  flowers  do. 

(For  thoughts  do  grow,  so  quietly!)    There  will  come 

Into  her  eyes  the  courage  born  of  sunrise, 

Her  heart  will  know  the  patience  of  the  earth, 

Its  tolerance,  the  kindliness  of  rain    . 

That  falls  on  the  just  and  unjust.    When  she  ponders 

The  follies  and  perplexities  of  life, 

Her  fingers  touching  the  brown  earth  will  learn 

A  wisdom  that  will  not  be  put  in  words. 

She  who  loves  flowers  shall  have  for  her  compan- 
ions 
The  tenderness  of  green  leaves  newly  born, 
The  gentleness  of  dew  on  rosebud  petals, 
The  unconquerable  persistence,  still  yet  sure, 
By  which  the  growing  plant  thrusts  up  its  shoot 
To  sun  and  air.    Oh,  she  who  loves  the  flowers, 
She  who  loves  flowers  and  strives  to  make  them 

grow, 
Who  works  with  wise  heart  and  strong,  loving  fin- 
gers 
Shall  come  in  her  plot  of  ground  close  to  the  heart 
Of  the  Lord  God  who  one  time  planted  a  garden! 

Bridgewater,  Va. 
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your  children?  If  you  really  believe  in  the  ideals 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  you  cannot  do  less 
than  to  be  loyal  to  her  colleges,  and  support  them 
with  your  own  children,  and  also  with  your 
prayers  and  money.  The  college  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  program  of  the  church  to  promote  the 
kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Hints  for  the  Worship  Hour 

BY  DE  WITT  L.  MILLER 

In  Three  Parts — Part  I 

The  other  day  some  friends  of  ours  took  us  out 
to  dinner.  The  place  to  which  they  took  us  was  a 
farm  house  out  in  the  country,  a  place  that  was 
famous  for  its  chicken  dinners.  When  the  meal 
was  served  we  understood  why  it  was  famous. 
We  have  sampled  chicken  on  a  good  many  differ- 
ent tables  but  never  anything  like  what  we  tasted 
this  time.  We  talked  about  it  all  the  way  home. 
My  wife  remarked,  "Now  there  is  the  secret  of 
success.  Do  the  common  thing  uncommonly  well." 

Isn't  that  true  with  regard  to  our  church  wor- 
ship services?  The  difference  between  a  service 
that  is  alive  and  vital  and  one  that  is  ineffective 
is  that  one  service  just  does  the  same  old  thing  in 
the  same  old  way,  while  the  other  service  does  the 
common  thing  uncommonly  well. 

For  some  time  I  have  felt  that  a  column  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger  given  over  to  the  exchange  of 
ideas  on  how  different  ministers  have  done  the 
common  thing  uncommonly  well  would  be  a  help- 
ful thing.  It  would  suggest  to  all  of  us  how  we 
might  do  likewise  and  it  would  also  be  a  stimulus 
and  a  challenge  to  be  creative  in  our  own  way  and 
in  our  own  particular  situations.  In  the  hope  that 
there  might  something  come  of  it  I  would  like  to 
share  in  this  way  some  of  the  things  that  I  have 
tried  in  various  services  at  one  time  or  another. 

Take  the  matter  of  a  call  to  worship.  This  is 
usually  either  read  by  the  minister  or  sung  by  the 
choir,  the  congregation  or  both.  It  is  usually  done 
after  everyone  is  properly  assembled  and  in  their 
places.  One  Palm  Sunday  we  varied  this  a  bit. 
Before  the  choir  or  the  minister  had  entered  the 
church  a  hidden  voice  in  the  front  of  the  church 
shouted,  "Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates;  yea,  lift 
them  up,  ye  everlasting  doors:  and  the  King  of 
Glory  will  come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  Glory? 
The  Lord  of  hosts,  he  is  the  King  of  Glory."  Im- 
mediately a  solo  voice  in  the  back  balcony,  hidden 
from  the  congregation,  began  to  sing,  Open  the 
Gates  of  the  Temple.  Variations  of  this  procedure 
could  be  used  in  any  Sunday  morning  service. 

One  other  suggestion  for  the  call  to  worship 


might  be  a  little  different  way  of  using  the  open- 
ing sentence,  The  Lord  Is  in  His  Holy  Temple, 
which  is  No.  485  in  the  Brethren  Hymnal.  One 
morning  after  the  Organ  Voluntary  I  repeated  the 
words,  "The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple."  Imme- 
diately the  choir  took  up  the  strain,  "Let  all  the 
earth  keep  silence  before  him."  At  that  point  I 
said,  "In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  Then  the  choir  sang  the, 
"Amen,"  which  is  written  for  that  opening  sen- 
tence. The  atmosphere  such  a  rendition  gives 
leads  naturally  to  the  invocation  prayer. 

What  about  the  invocation  prayer?  Does  it  need 
to  be  always  prayed  by  the  minister?  Why  not 
have  the  choir  sing  an  invocation  prayer?  The 
hymn,  Father,  Again  in  Jesus'  Name  We  Meet,  to 
the  tune  Felix  (No.  56  in  the  Brethren  Hymnal) , 
sung  by  a  quartet,  would  make  a  splendid  invoca- 
tion prayer.  The  entire  hymn  could  be  sung,  or 
just  the  first  and  last  verses,  or  even  the  first  verse 
standing  alone  would  be  all  right.  If  it  was  an 
evening  service,  the  hymn,  Savior,  Breathe  an 
Evening  Blessing,  to  the  tune  Evening  Prayer 
(No.  28  in  the  Brethren  Hymnal),  would  do  very 
nicely. 

Another  musical  selection  that  makes  a  won- 
derful invocation  or  call  to  prayer  is  Cast  Thy 
Burden  Upon  the  Lord,  from  Elijah  by  Felix  Men- 
delssohn. This  is  not  too  difficult  even  for  a  vol- 
unteer choir  and  can  be  used  with  good  effect. 
The  mastery  of  this  number  is  quite  rewarding  to 
any  group  of  musicians.  It  should  be  done  with- 
out accompaniment  if  at  all  possible. 

A  choir  or  a  quartet,  in  fact  any  group  contain- 
ing all  four  parts,  who  will  practice  the  art  of 
humming  softly  can  add  much  to  any  part  of  the 
service.  I  recall  one  Sunday  we  sang  a  devotional 
hymn  just  before  the  invocation.  During  the  in- 
vocation the  choir  continued  to  hum  the  hymn 
very  softly.  The  invocation  was  planned  in  ad- 
vance so  that  it  would  be  just  the  right  length. 
The  prayer  ended  just  as  the  choir  was  completing 
the  humming  of  the  verse.  The  choir  then  brought 
the  prayer  to  a  close  by  singing  the  Amen. 

In  many  of  our  churches  where  we  have  a  mus- 
ical instrument  we  use  it  too  much.  I  believe  in 
the  use  of  a  good  musical  instrument  in  the  wor- 
ship hour.  But  we  must  learn  to  use  it  to  advan- 
tage. One  of  the  most  beautiful  things  in  all  the 
world  and  one  for  which  our  heritage  has  adapted 
us  in  a  peculiar  way  is  a  cappella  or  unaccom- 
panied singing.  Short  sentences,  calls  to  prayer, 
offertories,  responses,  etc.,  are  many  times  far 
more  effective  unaccompanied  than  they  are  when 
accompanied.  Many  anthems  could  well  be  sung 
without    accompaniment.      The    Church    of    the 
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Brethren  will  lose  something  abundantly  worth 
while  if  our  people  lose  the  art  of  a  cappella  sing- 
ing. 

The  next  time  we  will  take  up  several  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  service. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


The  Gospel  of  God 

BY  ALBERT   C.  WIEAND 

Paul  speaks  of  "the  gospel  of  God  concerning 
his  Son."  What  is  the  gospel?  Gospel,  of  course, 
means  good  news.  So  "the  gospel  of  God"  be- 
comes the  good  news  of  God,  or  God's  good  news. 
What  is  God's  good  news?  It  is  God's  good  news 
concerning  his  Son.  What  is  this  good  news  con- 
cerning God's  son?  Why,  it  is  that  he  is  the  rem- 
edy for  sin;  that  "he  shall  save  his  people  from 
their  sins." 

Paul  also  calls  the  gospel,  "the  gospel  of  our  sal- 
vation." But  what  is  the  good  news  of  salvation? 
Salvation  means  rescuing,  delivering.  But  what 
are  we  to  be  rescued  from,  or  delivered  from?  To 
be  saved,  then,  is  to  be  rescued.  To  be  saved  from 
sin  is  to  be  rescued  from  sin.  "The  gospel  of  our 
salvation"  then  means  the  good  news  that  God 
has  provided  so  that  we  may  be  rescued  from  our 
sins. 

In  what  way  does  God  rescue  us  from  our  sins, 
and  is  there  any  other  way  of  being  rescued  from 
sin?  Just  how  does  the  gospel  do  it?  Just  how  is 
the  gospel  "the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to 
everyone  that  believeth"?  Why  must  it  be  by 
faith?  Why  is  it  to  everyone  that  believeth,  and 
not  to  other  people?  Why  can  it  become  a  reality 
in  one's  life  only  through  faith,  and  in  no  other 
way? 

These  are  very  vital  questions.  They  are  very 
deep  questions.  They  go  to  the  very  heart  of  our 
religion,  to  the  very  heart  of  all  religion.  That  is 
what  religion  is — a  way  of  salvation,  a  way  of  de- 
liverance, a  way  of  being  rescued  from  sin.  In 
ethics,  we  are  supposed  to  save  ourselves;  but  in 
a  religion  we  are  to  be  saved  by  some  one  else.  In 
philosophy,  we  talk  about  "the  problem  of  evil," 
trying  to  find  the  theoretical  solution  of  it;  but  in 
religion,  we  try  to  find  a  practical  solution  of  it. 
Hinduism  says  that  our  sins  must  be  expiated. 
They  must  be  paid  by  our  own  sufferings  and  en- 
deavors. This  is  manifestly  hopeless  in  this  life, 
but  in  millions  of  rebirths  perhaps  we  can  over- 
come this  evil,  or  pay  for  our  sins,  and  so  be  de- 
livered.   What  a  hopeless  solution  that  would  be! 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Buddhism  despairs  of  that 
way  of  salvation,  for  Buddhism  is  the  religion 


which  says  that  there  is  no  hope  of  triumphing 
over  sin  except  by  utter  renunciation,  not  only  of 
all  evil  things,  but  even  of  all  desire  of  all  life.  So 
Buddhism  says  that  the  remedy  for  sin  is  non- 
existence. It  is  an  escape  from  sin  by  way  of  de- 
spair! Mohammedanism  says  that  the  remedy  for 
sin  is  fatalism.  It  virtually  says  we  can  do  noth- 
ing about  it.  All  is  in  God's  hands;  God  must  save 
us,  and  do  so  by  his  fiat  alone;  man  can  do  nothing 
about  it. 

The  superficial  thought  of  the  rank  and  file  of 
our  modern  people  is  that  education  will  save  us, 
that  science  will  save  us,  that  ethics  and  sociology 
will  save  us.  The  idea  is  that  by  personal  better- 
ment, character  education,  economic  and  social 
betterment,  by  improving  the  environment,  we 
can  save  people.  But  all  the  while  crime  is  in- 
creasing and  evils  are  multiplying,  and  people  are 
more  and  more  despairing  of  being  able  to  save 
themselves. 

The  most  determined  attempt  ever  made  in  the 
history  of  the  world  to  be  saved  by  one's  own 
effort  was  that  made  through  Pharisaism.  In  the 
time  of  the  New  Testament,  or  of  Jesus  and  Paul, 
and  afterwards  in  the  history  of  the  Jews,  Phar- 
isaism made  the  most  Herculean  and  monumental 
attempt  at  this.  But  how  utterly  it  failed  is  best 
exemplified  by  the  contrast  between  the  teaching 
and  life  of  Jesus,  and  the  Pharisees,  their  actions, 
fears  and  attitudes.  In  the  early  life  of  Paul,  as  a 
rabbi,  how  desperately  he  tried  with  all  good  con- 
science to  be  righteous;  but  he  found  utter  despair 
in  hoping  to  accomplish  his  purpose. 

So  the  more  desperately  one  studies  all  the  phi- 
losophies and  religions  of  the  world  to  find  a  way 
of  salvation,  the  more  positively  evident  and  em- 
phatic it  becomes  that  "there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  whereby  we  must  be  saved,"  than 
the  name  of  Jesus.  The  greatest  minds  of  the 
world  have  more  and  more  clearly  realized  this 
fact  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  with 
every  new  venture  in  that  direction. 

So  if  there  is  no  way  of  salvation  humanly  pro- 
vided, we  would  despair  if  it  were  not  for  the 
good  news  that  God  has  provided  a  way  of  salva- 
tion, a  way  of  escape  from  evil,  a  way  of  deliver- 
ance from  sin.  Pharisaism  failed  because  it  at- 
tempted through  law  to  be  perfectly  good.  It 
failed  because  men  are  incapable  of  perfect  obe- 
dience to  law.  They  cannot  even  perfectly  un- 
derstand moral  law.  They  do  not  know  perfectly 
moral  law.  How  much  less  are  they  capable  of 
perfectly  obeying  it! 

But  the  good  news  is  that  God's  righteousness  is 
not  by  obedience,  but  through  forgiveness   and 
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faith.  While  men  are  incapable  of  perfect  obedi- 
ence to  perfect  moral  law,  we  can  still  believe  in 
perfect  obedience  with  perfect  righteousness.  We 
can  believe  in  the  perfect  ideal  of  righteousness. 
We  can  love  perfect  righteousness;  we  can  endorse 
it;  we  can  choose  it;  we  can  long  for  it;  we  can 
work  towards  it  and  do  all  that  is  within  our 
power  for  the  realization  of  perfect  righteousness, 
but  at  the  same  time  believe  that  God  alone  can 
bring  about  perfect  righteousness  in  us  or  in  the 
world;  in  persons  or  in  personal  salvation  and  in 
social  salvation.  Socially,  the  perfect  ideal  is  the 
kingdom  of  God  which  Jesus  taught.  No  one  else 
ever  conceived  a  perfect  social  situation  or  king- 
dom. He  alone  dreamed  of  the  perfect  kingdom  of 
God.  So  far  as  personal  salvation  is  concerned, 
perfect  righteousness  is  personal.  No  one  else  ever 
lived  it,  or  taught  it,  or  understood  it,  or  conceived 
it,  but  Jesus  Christ  only. 

But  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  Christian 
salvation  and  experience  to  believe  that  Jesus  is 
the  perfect  example  of  perfect  righteousness;  that 
he  did  live  a  perfect  life;  that  no  one  convinced 
him  of  sin;  that  he  never  had  any  consciousness  of 
failure  or  begged  anybody's  pardon.  He  never 
said,  "Excuse  me";  he  never  said,  "I  made  a  mis- 
take." He  had  not  the  slightest  consciousness  of 
any  failure  to  live  a  perfectly  righteous  life.  All 
through  his  teaching  he  taught  a  perfect  morality. 
"Be  ye  holy,  even  as  I  am  holy."  In  order  to  be 
saved  by  one's  own  righteousness,  one  would  have 
to  be  perfectly  righteous — as  good  as  Christ,  as 
good  as  God  was.  This,  of  course,  is  hopeless.  But 
we  can  still  believe  in  a  perfect  righteousness;  so 
righteousness  can  be  attained  only  by  faith.  We 
can  believe  in  it  and  give  all  that  we  have  for  it, 
be  utterly  committed  to  it,  and  live  and  die  for  it. 


Cold  Blooded 

BY  ROY  E.  WHITE 

"Four  to  five  hundred  persons  were  drowned  or 
eaten  by  sharks  when  the  vessel  was  torpedoed," 
yet  this  news  does  not  rate  the  front  page  or  fur- 
ther discussion.  It  is  just  another  event  in  a  long 
war. 

"Students,  while  watching  a  death  scene  in  a  re- 
cent horror  movie,  showed  no  concern,  as  indi- 
cated by  pneumograph  and  cardiotacometer." 

This  is  supposed  to  be  a  joke:  "I  didn't  enjoy 
the  show  very  much.  It  was  all  about  bandits  and 
shooting  and  that  stuff — more  for  children." 

It  may  be  that  we  are  well  qualified  to  show 
those  cold-blooded  dictators  a  thing  or  two. 

Chicago,  111. 


This  is  being  saved  by  faith.  This  is  the  good 
news  of  God  concerning  his  Son  who  saves  peo- 
ple from  their  sins  through  faith  in  him  and  his 
way  of  salvation  and  his  revelation  of  the  divine 
Father. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


Physical  Posture  During  Prayer 

BY  LEWIS  H.  BRUMBAUGH 

1.  When  Praying  Alone 
Did  Jesus  prescribe  a  particular  physical  pos- 
ture for  prayer?  Were  the  early  Christians  assum- 
ing some  special  bodily  posture  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  them  at  Pentecost?  In  the  light 
of  our  own  experience  in  individual  and  collective 
worship,  is  there  a  particular  physical  posture 
which  seems  more  conducive  to  prayer  than  other 
bodily  attitudes? 

There  has  always  been  a  tendency  for  religion 
to  become  identified  with  special  physical  pos- 
tures. In  time  these  bodily  attitudes  come  to  be 
regarded  as  well-nigh  sacred  in  themselves.  In 
the  yoga  system  of  the  Hindus,  the  matter  of 
bodily  attitude  has  been  worked  out  most  minute- 
ly. "The  breath  must  be  controlled,  the  attention 
concentrated  between  the  eyebrows,  the  feet  and 
the  hands  and  the  whole  body  must  be  according 
to  prescribed  posture."  For  the  Moslem  also  there 
are  carefully  prescribed  prayer  postures  and  these 
are  executed  with  mathematical  precision.  Budd- 
hism likewise  has  its  characteristic  posture,  pic- 
tures of  which  may  at  once  come  to  mind.  There 
sits  the  worshiper  according  to  prescribed  form, 
legs  crossed  under  him,  hands  folded  in  his  lap, 
and  face  impassive.  Viewed  historically,  religion 
has  a  tendency  to  become  wedded  to  fixed  forms 
and  particular  physical  postures. 

Viewing  the  matter  from  the  angle  of  psychol- 
ogy, some  pertinent  questions  at  once  arise.  Is  it 
possible  for  a  certain  mental  attitude  to  become 
so  attached  to  a  particular  bodily  posture  that  the 
mental  attitude  can  scarcely  be  created  apart  from 
the  bodily  attitude  to  which  it  has  become  wedded? 
Is  it  desirable  that  through  training,  the  attitude 
of  prayer  should  come  to  be  dependent  upon  a 
special  bodily  posture?  Or  should  one  position  of 
the  body  be  more  conducive  to  the  attitude  of 
prayer  than  other  bodily  postures?  Gypsy  Smith, 
in  a  few  farewell  comments,  said  recently  that  he 
often  prays  when  he  is  preaching;  in  which  case 
he  prays  particularly  that  the  Lord  may  give  him 
the  most  fitting  word  for  utterance.  E.  Stanley 
Jones  tells  of  praying,  both  he  and  his  friend  seek- 
ing the  Father's  will,  as  together  they  were  walk- 
ing along  the  street.    Jesus  prayed  in  various  pos- 
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tures  and  even  with  eyes  open.  Obviously,  if  the 
prayer  response  in  a  given  situation  is  dependent 
upon  a  particular  bodily  posture  as  the  condition- 
ing stimulus,  then  we  shall  often  find  ourselves  in 
situations  where  the  prayer  response  will  not  be 
easy  because  our  particular  prayer  posture  is  im- 
possible. But  we  need  to  pray  in  the  doing  of  all 
life's  duties.  The  prayer  response  should  come 
freely  and  easily  while  we  are  washing  dishes, 
driving  the  car,  reading  the  newspaper,  doing  our 
shopping,  or  whatever  the  activity  of  the  moment 
may  be.  Our  praying  then  should  not  be  limited 
to  a  particular  time,  place  or  physical  posture. 

Johnstown,  Pa. 


"A  God  From  the  Chips" 

BY    CHARLES    E.    ZUNKEL 

Some  years  ago,  on  a  Sunday  morning  in  early 
spring,  I  sat  in  the  church  of  Dr.  William  E.  Barton 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  heard  him  speak  to  his 
congregation  on  this  theme.  Since,  he  has  passed 
on  into  his  eternal  rest.  I  have  forgotten  every- 
thing he  said  that  morning,  but  I  have  not  for- 
gotten the  main  idea  he  conveyed.  I  believe  it  is 
worth  passing  on. 

If  you  turn  to  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  Isaiah, 
verses  twelve  to  eighteen,  you  will  get  a  picture  of 
a  people  being  derided  by  a  prophet  because  he 
says  they  are  cutting  fine  ash  and  cypress  trees, 
using  the  major  portions  for  firewood,  and  mak- 
ing themselves  a  god  from  the  chips — residue — 
that  remain.  Of  course,  the  prophet  is  using 
irony.  He  is  exaggerating.  But  the  vividness  of 
his  appeal  grips  one's  imagination.  More  than  that 
it  seems  to  have  a  strangely  modern  tone. 

In  modern  life  there  are  temptations  to  give  the 
major  portions  of  life  to  a  pursuit  of  our  own  sel- 
fish interests  and  then  give  God  what  remains — 
the  residue.  Consider,  for  instance,  the  demands 
that  are  made  upon  us  in  making  a  living.  One 
has  to  be  willing  to  give  his  best  to  make  a  success 
of  any  enterprise.  But  it  is  possible,  and  often 
true,  that  one  may  give  so  much  concern  to  mak- 
ing a  living  that  in  the  process  he  fails  to  live. 
Certainly  it  does  not  pay,  nor  is  it  wise,  to  give  so 
much  time  to  one's  business  that  he  has  no  time 
left  for  worship,  or  for  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 
But  just  that  sort  of  thing  is  being  done.  We  can 
become  so  busy  making  and  investing  money  that 
we  give  God  nothing  but  the  residue  of  our  time 
and  of  our  money.  It  would  do  us  good  to  read 
the  story  written  by  Count  Leo  Tolstoi  entitled 
How  Much  Land  Does  a  Man  Need?  According 
to  the  story,  one  man  who  became  over-ambitious 
in  his  endeavor  to  secure  a  great  estate  finally  fell 


dead  in  his  exhaustion.  He  discovered,  or  others 
did  for  him,  that  only  six  feet  of  earth  were  re- 
quired for  his  burial. 

Sometimes  the  temptation  to  preoccupation 
seizes  us  in  our  social  living.  Individuals  become 
so  busy  entertaining  and  being  entertained  that 
they  have  no  time  for  the  kingdom's  work.  Such 
temptations  come  with  the  leisure  time  of  modern 
life  and  they  come  to  both  men  and  women  alike. 
One  may  make  his  own  application  of  this  figure 
as  he  looks  at  modern  social  life. 

Sometimes  the  temptation  has  to  do  with  the 
keeping  of  our  Sundays.  It  is  so  convenient  today 
to  make  the  Lord's  Day  a  day  of  visiting,  picnick- 
ing and  travel  that  we  neglect  or  corrupt  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  set  apart.  We  become  so  in- 
terested in  paying  our  family  respects  to  our  rela- 
tives, or  so  anxious  to  get  out  to  some  lake  for  the 
day,  that  we  feel  we  can  afford  to  give  God  no 
more  than  the  residue — the  few  Sunday's  we  can- 
not otherwise  well  use  for  our  selfish  concerns.  I 
believe  this  is  one  reason  why  many  churches  have 
to  go  on  vacation  during  summer  months. 

There  are  many  turns  this  may  take  in  our  lives. 
For  instance,  it  may  apply  to  youth  who  wonder 
where  they  may  invest  their  lives.  We  have  been 
passing  through  years  when  it  has  been  difficult 
for  youths  to  find  the  work  they  want  to  do.  Con- 
sequently, some  have  fallen  victim  to  the  tempta- 
tion to  waste  life  on  occupations  that  have  no  right 
to  make  any  claim  upon  the  lives  of  Christians. 
In  days  when  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
are  so  urgent  and  demanding,  it  is  a  pity  for  fine 
young  people  to  waste  life  on  jobs  that  are  either 
detrimental  or  practically  useless  to  society.  Not 
long  ago  a  young  man  who  has  finished  his  col- 
lege work,  and  who  is  pressing  on  toward  further 
preparation  for  life,  said  that  these  were  days 
when  young  people  ought  to  be  challenged  by  the 
tremendous  needs  of  humanity.  He  went  on  to 
name  the  challenges  to  mission  work,  and  to  the 
relief  and  reconstruction  work  following  in  the 
wake  of  the  war  in  Europe.  Are  we  wasting  the 
heavy  timbers  of  life  on  selfish  pursuits,  giving 
God  the  chips — the  residue? 

There  are  times  when  the  temptation  to  pre-  ' 
occupation  comes  through  indifference.  Some 
people  have  grown  up  within  the  walls  of  nomin- 
ally Christian  homes,  but  have  never  surrendered 
to  the  claims  of  the  Christian  gospel.  Others 
have  lived  within  the  shadow  of  the  church, 
but  have  never  darkened  its  door.  Some  have 
even  participated  in  Sunday  school  and  the  wor- 
ship of  the  church,  but  have  never  known  the  real- 
ity of  the  Christian  life.  They  have  a  sort  of  mild 
inoculation  of  Christianity  which  has  made  them 
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immune  to  the  real  thing.  Such  folk,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  situation,  have  never  realized 
the  real  claims  of  Christ  upon  life.  For,  in  the 
words  of  the  poet, 

Who  follows  Christ's  insistent  call, 
Must  give  himself,  his  life,  his  all 
•  Without  one  backward  look. 

Who  puts  his  hand  unto  the  plow, 
And  glancing  back  with  anxious  brow, 
His  calling  hath  mistook. 
Christ  claims  him  wholly  for  his  own; 
He  must  be  Christ's  and  Christ's  alone. 

The  claims  of  Christ  upon  life  are  not  static,  but 
moving — dynamic.  They  are  not  something  added; 
they  are  of  the  very  fabric  and  pattern  of  life.  I 
rejoice  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  in- 
sisted that  the  Christian  life  is  a  way  of  living. 
Such  living  will  be  nurtured  in  worship,  in  prayer, 
meditation,  refreshment,  both  privately  and  pub- 
licly. We  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  producing 
precision  instruments  of  all  kinds.  Why  should 
we  not  exercise  the  same  care  in  producing  pre- 
cision lives? 

Lima,  Ohio. 


Church  Problems  Today 

BY  I.   S.   LONG 

In  the  first  place,  "nearly  half  the  church  mem- 
bers living  in  our  cities  are  here  for  a  few  or  many 
years,  while  their  membership  is  back  in  the  old 
church,  with  the  result  that  they  are  for  the  most 
part  inactive,  anywhere,"  says  Dr.  Guy  Black. 

There  is  a  lot  of  truth  in  this  statement,  al- 
though the  percentage  is  high  for  our  church  peo- 
ple. One's  church  letter  should  be  where  his  body 
is,  and  he  should  be  tied  up  with  his  own  church, 
bringing  his  church  letter,  and  should  go  to  work 
actively  with  the  new  group.  Leaving  the  church 
letter  in  the  old  church  out  of  sentiment  is  a  weak 
alibi  for  indifferent  churchgoing.  In  the  years 
such  folks  gradually  become  weaned  away  from 
the  habit  of  worship,  for  the  fires  in  their  souls 
turn  to  ashes.  The  passions  that  once  stirred  their 
hearts  for  Christ  and  the  church  die  down.  It's 
too  bad!  Elders  and  pastors  are  wise  to  urge  mem- 
bers moving  to  take  their  letters  and  present 
them  on  arrival. 

Secondly,  youths  in  these  modern  days,  regard- 
less of  church  ties,  fall  in  love  and  marry.  They 
say,  "Yes,  one  Sunday  we  go  to  one  church,  and 
the  next,  to  the  other's  church."  They  do  this  for 
a  time,  I  have  noticed.  Then,  after  a  baby  comes, 
or  due  to  being  too  tired  after  working  five  and  a 
half  days  for  eight  hours  a  day,  or  else  .  .  .  they 
cease  attending  church  anywhere.    I  recall  that  in 


my  boyhood  days  we  had  the  eight-hour  system 
too,  eight  hours  before  dinner  and  eight  after,  and 
a  church  bench  felt  good  on  Sunday. 

What  should  such  a  couple  do?  Do  as  pastors 
usually  advise — get  into  one  church,  tie  up  with 
the  group  in  which  they  think  they  can  best  do  the 
will  of  God.  Surely,  they  want  to  do  the  best  they 
can,  somewhere.  For  why  be  one  in  making  a 
home  and  in  making  a  living,  and  be  two  in  the 
deepest  things  of  the  human  soul? 

Thirdly,  we  have  the  fast-growing  problem  aris- 
ing from  intermarriage  when  one  party  to  the 
contract  is  asked  solemnly  to  promise  to  bring  up 
any  offspring  in  the  faith  of  a  certain  church.  I 
submit  that  this  is  unfair  to  future  children  and 
unethical.  Surely  Christians  should  practice  the 
golden  rule  in  this  respect. 

But  having  done  the  unwise  thing,  married  in 
haste  and  with  little  thought  of  the  future,  what 
can  be  done?  Dr.  Guy  Black  suggests  something 
like  the  following:  A  Catholic  who  marries  a 
Protestant  is  not  in  good  standing  in  his  own 
church.  One  might  therefore  say,  "You  folks  be- 
lieve in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  we  Protestants 
also  do.  You  go  to  the  priest  for  forgiveness, 
while  we  Protestants  go  to  the  offended  party  first 
and  then  direct  to  the  Lord,  for  forgiveness.  You 
believe  in  the  authority  of  the  Pope  and  the 
church,  while  we  Protestants  believe  in  the  au- 
thority of  the  Word  of  God  alone.  There  are  dif- 
ferences, you  see.  Of  the  two  you  should  be  able 
to  choose  and  get  together  in  one  church,  doing  it 
in  the  interest  of  harmony  and  happiness." 

Unfortunately,  there  are  increasing  numbers  of 
couples  who  are  divided  in  their  church  loyalty. 
I  tell  them  about  as  follows:  "The  Lord  Jesus 
bids  us  follow  him.  Very  well,  follow  him.  Do  as 
he  bids.  Be  the  sort  of  person  you  know  deep 
down  in  your  soul  he  wishes  you  to  be.  Do  as  he 
himself  did  and  invites  you  to  do.  Do  not  allow 
anyone  to  tell  you  this  or  that  command  is  non- 
essential. 'Trust  and  obey,  for  there  is  no  other 
way,  to  be  happy  in  Jesus."  Love  Jesus  and  do 
his  will  and  you  will  always  be  right  and  will  be 
happy  forever.  By  all  means,  be  together  in  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

If  this  sort  of  advice  means  that  I  lose  a  few 
members,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  I'd  rather  some 
of  my  folks  would  unite  somewhere,  and  be  some- 
bodies, rather  than  to  remain  dead  wood  in  my 
church;  and  I'd  like  to  set  on  fire  some  dead  wood 
of  another  church,  who  by  uniting  with  his  or  her 
mate  in  my  church,  agrees  to  walk  with  us  in  the 
will  of  God.  O  men  and  women,  be  somebodies 
somewhere,  for  his  name's  sake! 

Baltimore,  Md. 
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Well  Done,  Good  and  Faithful  Servant 


BY  MARTHA  N.  PARKER 


"Danny,  Dannj%  aren't  you  going  to  say  good-by 
again,"  sobbed  Chou  Ta  Sao.  the  old  Chinese  nurse- 
maid, as  she  hurried  from  behind  the  wall  where  she 
had  been  crying  and  reached  her  hand  in  through  the 
car  window  to  five-year-old  Danny  and  his  three-year- 
old  brother,  Benny,  who  were  in  the  back  seat  of  the 
car  with  their  mother. 

"Don't  cry,  Chou  Ta  Sao.  We  will  be  all  right  and 
will  see  you  when  we  come  back  from  America  next 
year,"  Mrs.  Line  said  in  a  choked  voice  as  she  stroked 
the  wrinkled  brown  cheek  of  the  little  Chinese  woman. 

"Ai  ya,  I  will  never  see  you  again,  I  fear,"  cried  the 
Ta  Sao  as  she  took  Mrs.  Line's  hand  in  one  of  hers, 
and  with  her  other  hand  wiped  her  eyes  on  the  tail  of 
her  short  blue  jacket.  "And  Danny  and  Benny  will  be 
so  far  away." 

"Ta  Ta,"  cried  Danny,  calling  Ta  Sao  by  their  pet 
name  for  her,  "Ta  Ta,  why  you  crying?  What  hurts?" 
Then  Danny  began  to  cry  and  reach  for  Ta  Sao. 

"Mummy,  what  the  matter  with  Ta  Ta?"  asked  Ben- 
ny, and  he  too  started  crying. 

The  friend  who  was  driving  them  to  the  train  station 
said  to  Mr.  Line,  "We  better  get  started  before  this  gets 
any  worse  for  the  children." 

As  the  car  pulled  out  through  the  big  gate  in  the  com- 
pound wall,  Mrs.  Line  got  the  children  calmed  down  and 
had  them  wave  to  Ta  Sao,  who  waved  back  with  the 
tears  still  streaming  down  her  face.  Mrs.  Line  explained 
to  the  children  that  Ta  Sao  was  all  right  but  just  hated 
to  see  them  leave  to  go  to  America  where  she  could 
not  see  them. 

"But  we  will  come  back  again,  won't  we?"  asked 
Danny. 

"Yes,  dear,  but  a  year  seems  a  long  time  to  her.  You 
see,  she  has  taken  care  of  you  ever  since  you  were  a 
little  baby." 

For  a  while  the  children's  attention  was  focused  oh 
the  high  city  wall  of  An  Ting,  as  the  car  drove  slowly 
up  the  rough  road.  But  in  a  moment  Danny  asked, 
"Why  can't  Ta  Ta  go  with  us  to  America?" 

"China  is  her  home  and  she  would  not  really  want  to 
go  to  America  with  us.  You  see  we  are  going  on  the 
train  and  then  on  the  big  boat  across  the  ocean." 

So  the  children  soon  forgot  about  Ta  Sao  and  were 
talking  about  the  trains,  the  boats,  and  the  big  ocean 
that  they  would  see  on  the  way  to  America  where 
Grandma  lived.  But  Mrs.  Line  was  still  thinking  of 
Chou  Ta  Sao  and  of  the  care  she  had  given  the  chil- 
dren all  these  years,  even  at  times  when  it  meant  sep- 
aration from  her  own  grandchildren.  She  had  gone 
along  when  the  Line  family  went  to  Peking  before 
the  birth  of  Benny,  so  that  she  could  care  for  Danny 
while  Mrs.  Line  was  in  the  hospital.  Mrs.  Line  remem- 
bered with  pride  how  old  Ta  Sao  had  lifted  Danny  so 
that  he  might  see  his  little  brother  for  the  first  time; 
then  she  had  said,  "Didn't  Ta  Sao  tell  you  every  day 
that  mother  would  soon  come  home  and  bring  your 
little  brother.  No,  no,  mother  cannot  lift  you.  Here, 
let  Ta  Sao  put  you  beside  mother." 

"Oh,  Shih  Niang   (wife  of  the  learned  one),  we  are 


glad  you  are  back  safely,"  Chou  Ta  Sao  said  as  she 
placed  the  little  boy  on  the  arm  of  the  mother's  chair. 

"Thank  you,  Ta  Sao.  And  I  am  glad  to  be  back. 
Danny  looks  well  and  happy.  You  must  have  taken 
good  care  of  him,"  Mrs.  Line  had  responded. 

"Of  course  we  took  good  care  of  the  precious  one. 
But  we  are  so  happy  to  welcome  you  home  that  we 
are  forgetting  to  give  him  his  milk." 

Then  as  she  lifted  Danny  in  her  arms  she  said  to 
him,  "Come,  Pang  Hua  (Fat  Flower — as  she  called  him), 
we  will  get  your  milk  and  let  your  mother  and  little 
brother  rest." 

Mrs.  Line  knew  that  the  Chinese  servant  had  been 
glad  indeed  to  have  her  back,  for  she  remembered  Ta 
Sao's  concern  before  Benny  had  arrived.  When  the 
time  had  come  for  her  to  go  to  the  hospital,  Chou  Ta 
Sao  had  suddenly  left  the  room  and  was  found  crying  in 
the  hallway  because  she  knew  Mrs.  Line  had  to  have 
a  caesarean  section  and  she  feared  for  her  mistress's 
life.  Mr.  Line  had  had  to  remind  her  that  Mrs.  Line 
needed  her  help  and  that  Danny  needed  someone  to 
care  for  him  and  keep  him  from  crying;  then  she  had 
hurriedly  composed  herself  and  had  gone  back  to  the 
room. 

When  Benny  was  two  years  old,  the  Lines  had  gone  to 
Peitaiho,  a  summer  seashore  resort,  and  Ta  Sao  had 
gone  along.  Mrs.  Line  could  still  see  her  standing  there 
waiting  for  the  train  with  her  bedding  roll  and  her 
"corrie,"  a  rectangular-shaped  wicker  basket,  beside 
her.  She  was  wearing  trousers  and  jacket  made  of 
new  blue  cloth  which  Mrs.  Line  had  bought  for  her, 
but  they  were  not  made  to  fit  her  very  well,  so  she 
was  far  from  neat  in  her  appearance.  At  the  time  Mrs. 
Line  had  wished  she  might  leave  Ta  Sao  at  home  and 
get  a  more  up-to-date  maid  at  the  coast,  yet  she  knew 
that  in  spite  of  unpolished  manners  and  ill-fitting 
clothes  Ta  Sao  could  be  trusted  with  the  children  in 
any  situation.  And  when,  during  their  vacation,  the 
war  broke  out  and  they  could  not  return  to  their  home, 
she  was  doubly  glad  that  she  had  taken  Ta  Sao  along. 

Then  when  the  war  had  been  going  on  six  months 
and  four  months  had  passed  since  the  Japanese  had 
take  over  An  Ting,  it  began  to  seem  as  though  the 
Line  family  would  not  get  back  interior  but  would 
have  to  return  to  America,  so  Mr.  Line  made  plans  to 
go  to  their  home  by  Japanese  military  train  and  to 
take  the  servants,  Ta  Sao  and  the  cook,  back  to  their 
homes,  leaving  Mrs.  Line  and  the  children  in  Peking 
for  the  time  being.  Ta  Sao  had  cried  then  when  she 
left  the  children  but  said  she  knew  things  would  quiet 
down  and  she  would  soon  see  them  in  An  Ting.  She  was 
anxious  to  go  home  and  see  her  children  and  grand- 
children after  being  away  seven  months.  When  the 
Line  family  returned  to  An  Ting  six  months  later,  they 
found  her  working  in  the  mission  hospital  as  a  night 
attendant,  but  she  immediately  gave  up  that  job  and 
went  again  to  help  care  for  Danny  and  Benny.  All  of 
these  memories  rushed  through  Mrs.  Line's  mind  as 
she  again  passed  through  another  separation,  this  time 
to  leave  for  their  furlough  in  America. 

"I  am  glad  she  is  going  to  work  for  Mrs.  Camp," 
thought  Mrs.  Line,  "for  she  will  soon  be  so  interested 
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in  little  Ernie,  her  new  charge,  and  that  will  keep 
her  from  missing  our  children  for  long." 

Before  their  year  of  furlough  was  up,  the  tension 
between  Japan  and  America  had  increased  to  such  a 
point  that  all  Americans  had  been  advised  several  times 
to  leave  the  Orient,  so  there  was  no  chance  for  the 
Lines  to  return  to  China.  Letters  and  cables  had  come 
through  the  American  Embassy  in  Peking,  telling  of  the 
closing  of  the  mission  work  at  An  Ting  after  the  killing 
of  several  Chinese  leaders,  and  the  imprisonment  and 
torture  of  others  who  were  employed  by  the  mission. 
One  letter  that  had  arrived  from  Mrs.  Camp  told  about 
their  preparations  to  leave  An  Ting.  All  the  Chinese 
employed  by  the  mission  had  been  given  three  days  by 
the  Japanese  authorities  in  which  to  sever  all  connec- 
tions with  the  Americans.  Almost  all  of  them,  doctors, 
nurses,  teachers,  servants,  left  immediately,  but  Chou 
Ta  Sao  said,  "I  am  not  leaving  Mrs.  Camp.  She  cannot 
do  the  cooking,  packing,  caring  for  Ernie  and  every- 
thing alone.  I'm  an  old  woman.  They  can  kill  me  if 
they  want  to,  but  I  am  going  to  help  her  until  she  is 
ready  to  leave."  She  did  stay  on  with  Mrs.  Camp  and 
the  next  day  all  the  servants  were  allowed  to  go  back 
and  help  the  missionaries  to  get  packed  and  ready  to 
leave. 

Mrs.  Line  was  telling  her  husband  about  the  letter 
the  evening  after  she  had  received  it.  Danny  and 
Benny  were  busy  with  their  toys  in  the  other  room, 
but  overhearing  his  mother  telling  about  Ta  Sao 
staying  on  with  Mrs.  Camp,  Danny  came  running  and 
crying,  "Oh,  mamma,  is  Ta  Sao  killed?"  And  although 
Mrs.  Line  assured  him  that  Ta  Sao  was  all  right  he 
said,  "I  wish  we  had  stayed  longer  in  China."  Danny 
does  not  realize  that  Ta  Sao  is  safer  now  without  her 
American  friends  there  to  help  her. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 


Echoes  From  India 

BY  JOY   C.   FASNACHT 


Number  2 

The  week  following  Christmas  we  began  a  trip  to 
several  of  our  other  mission  stations.  First  we  went  to 
Anklesvar.  We  were  fortunate  to  be  at  Anklesvar  on 
New  Year's  Eve,  which  is  the  customary  time  for  their 
communion  service.  The  service  was  much  the  same  as 
at  Vyara  except  that  fewer  women  were  present.  Sev- 
eral groups  of  men  had  walked  in  from  outlying  vil- 
lages. While  at  Anklesvar  we  made  a  tour  of  the  build- 
ings on  the  two  compounds.  The  boarding  schools  for 
the  boys  and  the  girls  were  very  quiet,  as  most  of  the 
students  had  gone  to  their  homes  for  the  Christmas 
vacation. 

The  poultry  yards  at  the  Vocational  Training  School 
were  very  interesting.  The  chickens  there  are  a  real 
improvement  over  those  ordinarily  kept  by  the  villagers. 
The  poultry  project  makes  it  possible  for  the  students  of 
the  Vocational  Training  School  to  get  firsthand  expe- 
rience in  poultry  culture.  Methods  and  materials  used 
at  the  poultry  house  are  those  which  can  be  duplicated 
at  small  expense  by  the  natives.  It  would  be  a  great 
asset  to  many  of  the  villagers  if  they  could  have  chickens 
as  a  source  of  food  as  well  as  for  financial  assistance. 

During  our  trip  we  also  went  to  Umalla  where  the 
Kinzie  family  is  located.  Due  to  our  short  stay  of  only 
twenty-four  hours  not  much  of  the  work  there  could  be 


seen.  My  husband  and  Bro.  Kinzie  cycled  to  Vali  where 
Sister  Sadie  Miller  resides.  At  the  time  she  was  work- 
ing out  in  the  district.  I  enjoyed  being  with  Mrs.  Kinzie 
in  the  dispensary.  Many  and  varied  were  the  calls  for 
medicine.  One  of  the  most  frequent  calls  was  for  a 
cough  medicine.  This  medicine  is  slightly  sweet  and 
brightly  colored.  Apparently  the  children  like  it  well 
enough  that  they  develop  a  cough  so  that  cough  medi- 
cine may  be  used.  Mrs.  Kinzie  stated  that  if  this  prac- 
tice kept  on  she  would  have  to  make  the  cough  medi- 
cine slightly  bitter,  so  that  it  would  not  be  so  popular. 
Two  children  brought  an  anna  each  for  cough  medicine, 
while  their  parents'  income  is  around  six  annas  per  day. 
The  Kinzies  were  well  and  happy  at  their  work  of 
spreading  the  gospel.  A  day  after  we  left,  Bro.  Kinzie 
was  to  go  out  into  the  district  for  evangelistic  work. 

We  also  made  an  overnight  stop  with  the  Shulls  at 
Palghar.  We  were  royally  entertained  by  the  winning 
ways  of  "little  Miss  Esther,"  who  is  just  at  the  walking 
stage.  However,  we  did  find  time  to  talk  and  walk  over 
the  compound.  Some  of  the  damage  from  the  wind 
storm  last  October  was  still  in  evidence.  The  shattered 
windmill  was  stored  away  and  another  one  was  being 
installed.  Some  of  the  roofs  were  still  being  repaired. 
Many  fruit  trees  in  this  area  were  stripped  of  their  fruit 
during  the  storm. 

We  shall  try  to  visit  our  other  mission  stations  when 
an  opportunity  may  be  found. 

Vyara,  India. 


Pretty  Wedding  at  Garkida 

BY    MARY    P.    FAW 

A  young  Calabar  girl  from  the  south  came  to  Garkida 
to  marry  Mr.  Udo.  He  has  charge  of  the  school  at  the 
Leper  Colony.  Miss  Iquo  was  chosen  from  a  Scotch 
Presbyterian  boarding  school  in  the  south.  A  Calabar 
family  here  had  known  her,  and  they  helped  make  the 
wedding  arrangements. 

When  we  first  called  on  Miss  Iquo,  we  found  her  to 
be  very  shy.  Mr.  Udo  was  there,  and  he  looked  so  very 
happy.    It  was  the  first  they  had  seen  each  other. 

That  evening  Mr.  Udo  came  to  our  place  and  asked 
Rev.  Chalmer  Faw  to  perform  the  wedding  ceremony  on 
the  following  Sunday.  He  also  asked  whether  I  would 
make  the  wedding  dress. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  Friday,  they  sent  eight 
yards  of  white  flowered  material.  The  goods  was  very 
stiff.  Since  I  had  to  teach  in  the  morning,  I  could  not 
work  on  the  dress  until  afternoon.  After  we  had  cut  out 
the  dress,  the  girl  came  and  worked  on  it  too.  She  was  a 
good  sewer  and  could  run  my  sewing  machine  very  well. 
We  had  the  dress  two-thirds  done  by  evening  and  I 
finished  it  the  next  morning.  A  short  veil  of  mosquito 
netting  was  used,  but  we  could  find  no  orange  blossoms. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  Mrs.  Heckman  and  I  held  a 
tea  for  the  bride.  The  girl  and  her  friend  came  an  hour 
and  a  half  late,  but  the  tea  went  off  nicely,  and  the 
bride-to-be  made  a  fine  speech.  She  was  very  pleased 
with  the  shower  of  gifts  she  received — towels,  soap, 
mats,  food  supplies,  table  scarfs,  two  dinner  plates  and 
money. 

Sunday  morning  at  the  close  of  the  regular  church 
services,  the  ceremony  was  read.  I  helped  the  bride 
dress  and  fixed  her  veil.  I  had  made  a  bouquet  of 
cream-colored  flowers  from  the  blossoms  on  two  rubber 
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trees  in  our  yard.  These  made  a  very  pretty  and  quite 
inexpensive  bouquet.  O  Perfect  Love  was  played  as 
the  wedding  march  and  the  organ  music  also  added  very 
much.  The  service  was  in  English  and  although  our 
extra-large  crowd  of  Bura  people  could  not  understand 
it,  they  did  enjoy  it  very  much. 

When  we  came  home,  our  cook  said,  "When  I  get  mar- 
ried, I  am  going  to  have  a  ceremony  like  that."  This  is 
encouraging  to  us,  for  the  Bura  people  have  many  cus- 
toms, feasts  and  rituals  connected  with  their  marriages 
which  we  would  like  to  change  and  make  Christian. 

Garkida,  Africa. 


gesture  annihilate  suffering.  But  this  is  not  the  way 
of  life.  However,  it  is  a  blessed  thought  that  our  Lord 
suffered  in  every  point  that  man  suffers;  yet  he  tri- 
umphed. Through  his  triumph,  we  have  the  assurance 
that  we  too  may  triumph  and  know  a  real  joy  even  in 
tears  and  a  real  peace  even  in  calamity. 

Dahanu,  India. 


Three  Rainy  Nights  in  the  Jungle 

BY  GOLDIE  E.   SWARTZ 

The  itinerating  missionary  has  a  program  full  to 
overflowing  during  two  out  of  the  three  seasons  here 
in  western  India.  But  during  the  third  season,  the 
monsoon  rains  rule  supremely,  and  everybody  must 
yield  to  their  bidding.  The  months  from  November  to 
June  are  the  only  months  one  can  count  on  to  tour 
among  the  villages.  During  the  rainy  season,  cart 
tracks  and  footpaths  become  imbedded  in  mud  or 
overgrown  with  grain  crops  and  grass. 

Accordingly,  early  in  November  we  pulled  out  our 
touring  outfit  and  again  took  to  the  jungle.  In  these 
parts  live  the  Waralis.  They  are  a  primitive  tribe 
numbering  more  than  two  hundred  thousand.  We 
thought  the  rains  were  finished  after  the  mid-October 
cyclone  accompanied  by  three  days  of  downpour,  but 
our  thinking  proved  erroneous.  In  less  than  a  fortnight, 
clouds  again  became  overburdened  and  for  another 
three  days  We  were  showered  with  copious  rain.  The 
thatch  from  all  the  roofs  of  the  village  houses  had 
been  blown  away  by  the  previous  storm,  and  as  the 
threshing  was  not  yet  done  there  was  no  straw  available 
for  replacement  of  the  roofs.  The  people  could  do 
nothing  but  suffer  another  prolonged  soaking. 

The  village  teacher's  roof  proved  to  be  a  good  sieve. 
To  preserve  a  dry  spot  became  the  problem.  The 
sheet-iron  blackboard  was  taken  from  the  wall  and 
arranged  over  part  of  the  bed.  This  provided  a  small 
dry  place  for  the  teacher  to  sleep.  Under  the  bed  the 
clothes  and  some  food  supplies  were  somewhat  protect- 
ed. 

The  teacher's  wife  with  their  three  small  children 
took  shelter  in  my  tent,  but  a  tent  is  not  entirely  rain- 
proof. Due  to  the  weight  of  the  wet  roof,  the  tent  pegs 
began  to  pull  up  and  one  had  to  keep  driving  them 
deeper  into  the  earth.  Water  began  coming  in  from 
all  sides  until  but  one  dry  spot  remained.  This  was  in 
the  center  of  the  tent.  Here  we  placed  my  cot  and 
under  it  we  spread  the  bedding  of  the  teacher's  wife 
and  children.  Thus  we  spent  three  rainy  nights.  While 
we  were  comparatively  comfortable,  we  could  not  for- 
get that  outside  many  of  our  neighbors  were  sitting 
huddled  together  on  a  wet  earth  floor  enduring  the 
trickle  of  a  cold  rain.  This  was  not  all.  Fever  and 
cough  followed.  And  we  knew  that  the  people  would 
have  to  endure  an  even  greater  suffering  in  the  loss  of 
most  of  their  rice,  which  rotted  either  in  the  field  or 
in  the  stack.  This  means  a  shortage  of  food  for  a 
whole  year. 

It  is  distressing  to  see  so  much  suffering  all  about. 
How  one  would  like  to  possess  a  magic  wand  and  by  a 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

A  good  sister  in  Virginia  sends  ten  dollars  for  war  re- 
lief. We  like  both  the  spirit  and  wisdom  of  the  follow- 
ing statements:  "This  is  my  cent  per  meal  check.  While 
my  year  has  not  expired  yet  I  thought  I  might  save  a 
life  by  sending  in  advance.  ...  I  am  thankful  to  my 
heavenly  Father  that  he  has  made  it  possible  for  me  to 
do  so.  I  hope  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  never  fail 
to  do  her  part  toward  the  homeless  and  starving  of  the 
war-torn  countries." 

"Everything  American  is  good,"  was  the  statement  of 
a  little  boy  after  eating  some  American  food  at  the  Les 
Grottes  Infant  School  in  Marseille,  France.  Yes,  there 
is  much  good  about  America,  but  how  we  wish  that 
statement  of  a  hungry  little  boy  could  be  much  more 
true.  In  a  special  news  bulletin  from  the  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  it  is  announced  that  two  hundred  and 
forty-three  tons  of  Swiss  milk  are  now  available  for 
France.  And  it  is  stated  that  the  application  at  the 
treasury  department  of  the  U.  S.  government  for  the 
purchase  of  this  milk  has  been  approved. 

In  regard  to  the  situation  in  Belgium,  one  Bulletin 
says:  "We  have  continued  our  assistance  and  distribu- 
tion to  the  needy  Belgians  remaining  in  the  unoccupied 
zone,  and  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Office  Beige  at 
Toulouse."  Methods  of  helping  to  re-establish  families 
are  described  thus:  "We  are  helping  to  provide  per- 
manent homes  for  about  fifty  specially  chosen  Lorranian 
families  in  a  practically  empty  village,  Puycelci,  in  the 
Tarn.  We  are  guaranteeing  their  food  supplies  for  the 
first  three  months  and  supplying  them  with  the  most 
essential  gardening  utensils,  carpenter  tools,  etc.  This 
plan  is  being  carried  out  in  close  collaboration  with  the 
Prefect  of  the  Department  who  is  willing  to  let  us  have 
another  empty  village  in  his  department  for  foreign 
refugees.  This,  however,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
undertake  for  lack  of  funds." 

Several  Bulletins  on  Relief  in  France,  as  issued  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  have  recently 
been  received.  It  is  impossible  to  give  anything  like  an 
adequate  summary  of  the  contents  of  these  interesting 
humanitarian  services  as  administered  by  the  Friends 
and  in  which  we  have  so  vital  a  part.  But  the  following 
will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  true  Christlikeness  of 
this  noble  ministry.  "In  the  name  of  my  little  com- 
rades, I  am  writing  to  tell  you  how  grateful  we  are  for 
the  meals  which  you  are  so  generously  distributing  to 
thousands  of  school  children.  In  our  school,  seventy-five 
little  girls  receive  each  day  a  good  vegetable  soup  and 
rice  with  chocolate — and  every  day  we  like  it  better 
than  the  day  before.  When  our  cook  asks  if  we  want 
some  more  we  all  say,  'Yes.'  We  would  like  to  thank 
all  members  of  the  Committee,  which  is  doing  such  tre- 
mendous work;  and  from  the  bottom  of  our  little  hearts, 
cheered  by  your  generosity,  we  want  to  say  thank  you 
for  your  gesture  which  we  will  never  forget." 
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Dr.  Kagawa.  noted  Japanese  Christian,  has  been  in 
prison  at  least  three  times:  once  as  a  result  of  a  state- 
ment in  one  of  his  books,  once  as  a  consequence  of  his 
sympathy  with  some  strikers,  and  the  third  time  as  a 
result  of  a  speech  in  Shanghai,  in  which  he  begged  for- 
giveness of  the  Chinese  people  for  Japan's  invasion. 

Elizabeth  Perry  of  Quaker  Hill  is  to  become  the  wife 
of  Professor  Edward  Steiner,  holder  of  the  chair  of  Ap- 
plied Christianity  at  Grinnell  College,  Iowa.  The  event 
is  to  take  place  in  August.  Professor  Steiner,  an  immi- 
grant of  many  years  back,  has  made  an  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  the  progress  of  a  better  Americanism  and  a 
sane  and  dynamic  interpretation  of  the  social  gospel. 

The  problem  of  adequate  food  is  not  only  the  greatest 
tragedy  of  conquered  lands  but  it  is  still  a  real  danger 
in  America.  Out  of  a  million  men  examined  by  Selec- 
tive Service  and  about  560,000  examined  by  the  army,  a 
total  of  380,000  have  been  found  unfit  for  general  mili- 
tary service.  It  has  been  estimated  that  perhaps  one- 
third  of  the  rejections  were  due  either  directly  or  in- 
directly to  nutritional  deficiencies.  In  terms  of  men,  the 
army  today  has  been  deprived  of  150,000  who  should  be 
able  to  do  duty  as  soldiers.  This  is  15  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  physically  examined. 

From  the  Quaker  office  at  Marseille  comes  the  follow- 
ing: "In  the  baby  clinics,  in  addition  to  the  women 
whose  physical  condition  is  such  that  the  doctor  has  to 
order  them  to  wean  their  infants,  there  are  a  great  num- 
ber of  nursing  mothers  whose  milk  is  not  adequate  for 
the  needs  of  the  children.  In  these  cases,  supplementary 
feedings  must  begin  much  sooner  than  would  be  neces- 
sary under  normal  conditions,  or  else  the  babies  must  be 
weaned  very  early.  We  would  suppose  that  about  700 
nursing  mothers  need  further  nourishment  in  order  to 
safeguard  their  own  health  or  their  milk — or  sometimes 
both  of  these." 

A  third  "Longe-range  Bombardment,"  under  April  24, 
1941,  comes  from  our  representative  to  the  English  pris- 
on camps,  John  Barwick.  Bro.  Barwick  was  on  his  way 
for  a  week's  stay  in  London,  not  knowing  of  course 
what  would  befall  him  there.  John  has  been  asked  to 
extend  his  stay  till  Sept.  15,  though  whether  this  desire 
can  be  realized  is  not  certain  at  this  writing.  Anyway, 
we  are  glad  that  he  loves  his  work  and  that  he  is  doing 
a  lot  of  thinking,  yes,  even  about  what  can  be  done  when 
the  war  is  over.  May  God  give  us  grace  and  wisdom 
for  the  most  critical  decade  in  a  hundred  years — or 
should  we  say  in  all  modern  history? 


The  Refugee  Scholar  in  America  is  the  title  of  an 
intensely  interesting  article  in  the  Survey  Graphic  for 
April  1941.  "The  four  organizations  that  have  been 
most  active,"  states  this  article,  "in  bringing  over  or 
placing  refugee  scholars  have  been  the  Emergency  Com- 
mittee for  Displaced  Foreign  Scholars,  which  has  found 
places,  one  half  of  them  permanent,  for  two  hundred 
scholars;  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  whose  placements 
fall  little  short  of  one  hundred;  the  Oberlaender  Trust, 
which  also  approaches  one  hundred;  and  the  New  School 
for  Social  Research,  which  has  twenty-six  refugee  pro- 
fessors and  assistants  on  its  graduate  faculty  and  about 
thirty  in  other  departments.  The  New  School  has  also 
placed  some  fifteen  refugee  scholars  in  other  institu- 
tions." This  makes  a  total  of  more  than  four  hundred 
and  fifty. 


Clothing  for  Chinese  Boys 

BY  ANETTA  C.  MOW 

From  Shanghai,  China,  comes  another  call  for  cloth- 
ing. It  is  a  call  for  clothing  for  Chinese  boys.  From 
the  Child  Protection  Service  of  the  Shanghai  Municipal 
Council  comes  this  request  that  such  articles  of  clothing 
as  khaki  shirts  and  khaki  trousers,  pullovers  or  knitted 
sweaters,  union  suits,  socks  and  shoes  be  sent.  Clothing 
which  fit  American  boys,  ages  12  to  16,  will  fit  Chinese 
boys,  ages  15  to  19. 

Such  clothing  is  urgently  needed  as  part  of  the  reha- 
bilitation program.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  work 
for  these  destitute  boys  when  they  have  no  clothes. 

Please  send  such  garments  to  the  three  depots  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  Mark  on  your  parcels  that  they  are  boys' 
garments.  Just  as  rapidly  as  an  opportunity  opens  to 
ship  the  boxes,  they  are  sent  to  China.  Those  in  charge 
of  shipping  are  keeping  close  watch  for  every  oppor- 
tunity to  ship  the  boxes. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  call  for  general 
clothing  is  also  continuous.  The  need  is  great  and  will 
continue  to  be  for  a  long  time. 

Where  to  Send: 

Send  to  your  nearest  clothing  depot. 

Seattle,  Washington,  115  West  70th  Street,  %  C.  H. 
Maust. 

Oakland,  California,  1917  40th  Avenue,  %  H.  E.  Pobst. 

La  Verne,  California,  2079  Fourth  St.,  %  Lorell  Weiss. 

Elgin,  III. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  August  2-9 

Three  of  our  China  missionaries  request  our 
prayers  during  this  week.  They  are  Brother 
and  Sister  Ernest  Wampler  and  Sister  Nettie  M. 
Senger. 

These  missionaries  are  in  America  this  year, 
and  many  churches  are  glad  for  their  presence. 
They  have  had  years  of  experience  among  the 
stricken  people  of  China  and  they  are  giving 
first-hand  information  concerning  the  things 
which  have  happened  during  the  past  three 
years. 

If  your  Prayer  Calendar  is  in  your  Bible  and 
if  you  have  daily  Bible  reading  and  prayer,  you  will  pray  for  the 


Ernest 


Nettie  M.  Senger  Mrs.  Ernest  Wampler 

Wamplers  and  Miss   Senger  each  day  throughout 


Wampler 
this  week. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  August  10 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  James  Teaches  Consistent 
Christian  Living.— James  1:17-22;  2:14-17;  4:13-17;  5:12. 
Golden  Text,  Pure  religion  and  undenled  before  our 
God  and  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  wid- 
ows in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  oneself  unspotted 
from  the  world.    James  1:27. 

Chrisiian  Workers,  Overcoming  Worry.  Prov.  3:5-8; 
Phil.  4:4-7. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  They  Caught  the  Vision. 

Intermediates,  What  Is  Worship? 
e        e        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Hollidaysburg  church,  Va. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Codorus  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Michael  Kurtz,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  West  Conestoga  church,  Pa., 
Bro.  Jonathan  King,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Sunnyside  church,  Wash.,  Bro. 
Andrew  Holderread,  summer  pastor. 

Three  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  Nokes- 
ville  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Point  church,  Dunnings  Creek 
congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Twenty-five  baptized  and  fourteen  received  by  letter 
in  the  Washington  City  church;  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bow- 
man, pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Pan- 
ther Creek  church,  Iowa,  Brother  and  Sister  A.  P.  Beck- 
er, evangelists. 

Four   baptized   in  the  Main  Mountain  house   of   the 
South   Fork    congregation,   Va.,    Bro.    J.    Luther   Dove, 
elder,  and  Bro.  L.  John  Weaver,  summer  pastor. 
•      '•       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Ray  A.  Kurtz,  pastor,  Aug.  10-24,  in  the  Thur- 
mont  church,  Md. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  Sept.  7  in  the  Mark- 
leysburg  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Fred  Dancy,  Boone,  N.  C,  Aug.  17,  in  the  Pleas- 
ant Valley  church,  Tenn. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  at  the 
Pleasant  View  church,  Va.,  Aug.  10-24. 

Bro.  Edgar  M.  Detwiler,  Everett,  Pa.,  in  the  Replogle 
church,  Woodbury  congregation,  Aug.  4-17. 

Bro.  David  Ensign,  Griggs,  Okla.,  Aug.  10-17,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Methodist  church  and  the  Bethel 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  meetings  to  be  held  in  the 
Methodist  Marella  church,  Okla. 


Personal  Mention 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  S.  Miller  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
were  last  Sunday  visitors  in  Elgin. 

Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Wenger  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
North  Dakota  bound,  were  early  Monday  morning  vis- 
itors at  the  Publishing  House. 

Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis,  home  again  after  that  Pacific 
Coast  Brethren  Mission  experience,  writes:  "We  had  a 
very  interesting  trip  but  it  was  rather  strenuous.  We 
have  arranged  to  furnish  the  Messenger  an  account  of 
our  work." 

Bro.  J.  J.  Scrogum  of  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  and  his  daughter, 
Ada,  both  of  whom  have  been  doing  faithful  pastoral 
service  in  Second  West  Virginia  churches,  were  among 
those  who  called  last  week  to  offer  their  good  wishes  to 
the  Messenger. 

Director  Philip  C.  Landers  of  the  Public  Relations  De- 
partment of  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation, honored  us  recently  with  a  call.  He  has  a  big 
job.  If  all  public  relations  were  in  proper  condition  it 
would  ease  the  situation  very  much. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger,  after  almost  twelve  years  of 
ministry  with  the  Uniontown  church  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, has  accepted  a  call  to  the  Ephrata  church  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  is  just  beginning  his  pastoral 
service  there.  His  new  address  is  116  Church  St., 
Ephrata,  Pa. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  and  wife  were  at  the  House  the 
other  day  in  consultation  with  the  Service  Committee 
office  about  some  camp  problems.  The  boys  at  Camp 
Manistee  are  doing  fine,  they  say,  all  but  one,  and  he 
doesn't  really  belong  there.  "Behold,  how  great  a  mat- 
ter a  little  fire  kindleth." 

Down  the  hall  a  short  distance  we  saw  the  Ikenberrys 
of  China  in  consultation  with  Secretary  Minnich — plan- 
ning an  itinerary,  possibly.  The  word  we  did  not  catch 
clearly  sounded  like  Boston,  but  that  could  hardly  have 
been  correct.  Farther  on  we  noticed  a  familiar  face 
which  a  later  close-up  showed  to  be  that  of  Pastor  Stat- 
ler  of  Mount  Morris. 

Two  Pennsylvania  sisters,  Mrs.  Anna  Merrill  Kelly  of 
Masontown  and  Mrs.  Clara  B.  Sample  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, came  to  visit  a  third,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Johnson  of  Geneva, 
111.  Before  going  on  to  visit  a  fourth  in  California,  the 
three  came  over  to  see  the  Publishing  House  and  extend 
greetings  to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  They  are  daughters 
of  Eld.  D.  M.  Merrill,  deceased,  a  former  leader  in  Penn- 
sylvania church  activities. 

Bro.  Ralph  Townsend,  formerly  of  the  Woodstock 
School,  India,  writes  us  from  Camp  Lagro  that  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  A.  E.  Parker,  former  prin- 
cipal of  the  Woodstock  School,  telling  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Parker  on  April  24.  The  Parkers  were  well  known 
to  many  of  our  India  missionaries.  Bro.  Townsend  says: 
"Mrs.  Parker  was  a  great  friend  and  mother  to  the  stu- 
dents and  hundreds  of  her  former  students  are  scattered 
over  various  parts  of  the  world."  Bro.  Bonsack,  or 
somebody  else  for  him,  will  likely  have  more  to  say 
about  this  soon. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 

Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  will  meet  in  district 
conference  at  Polo,  111.,  Aug.  30 — Sept.  1.  Please  note 
that  this  is  one  week  earlier  than  announced  in  the 
Yearbook. 

Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  hold  a  meeting  in  the  Marble 
Furnace  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  Aug.  3-17.  An  all- 
day*  meeting  with  basket  dinner  at  noon  is  scheduled 
for  Aug.  3. 

"The  V-army  idea  in  Europe  is  one  of  the  strangest 
things  in  the  war  and  yet  the  idea  back  of  it  is  the  same 
as  that  of  the  pacifist — that  spiritual  forces  are  stronger 
than  physical."  So  one  of  our  correspondents  thought- 
fully observes. 

The  Intermediate  Camp  for  Northern  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin will  be  at  Naperville  Camp,  Naperville,  111.,  Aug. 
4-9.  It  became  necessary  to  change  the  place  of  con- 
ducting the  camp  and  therefore  the  change  in  date. — D. 
D.  Funderburg. 

Copies  of  Holsinger's  History  of  the  Tunkers  and  the 
Brethren  Church  and  of  Bertha  Neher's  Among  the 
Giants  are  called  for.  If  you  have  copies  that  you 
would  part  with,  or  know  where  such  could  be  gotten, 
please  write  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. 

To  the  churches  of  Southeastern  Kansas:  The  Gales- 
burg  church  has  decided  that  we  are  unable  to  care 
properly  for  the  coming  district  meeting.  By  mutual 
agreement  the  Gravel  Hill  church  will  have  the  meet- 
ing. They  are  well  equipped  and  I  know  they  will  do  a 
good  job.  No  change  in  date. — Byron  Talhelm,  pastor- 
elder. 

The  Tennessee  district  conference  will  be  held  in  the 
Johnson  City  church  Aug.  13-15.  Bro.  John  B.  White 
advises  us  that  Secretary  L.  Avery  Fleming  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education  and  Sales  Director  Omer 
B.  Maphis  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  program. 

Camp  Mack's  Young  Adult  Camp  will  meet  Aug.  14- 
17,  Thursday  afternoon  to  Sunday  evening.  All  people 
above  twenty-two  years  of  age  who  consider  themselves 
youthful  in  spirit  are  very  welcome  to  attend.  The  fee 
for  the  period  is  four  dollars.  Leaders  invited  are 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Dan  West,  Lucy  West,  and  T.  G. 
Weaver.  The  committee  in  charge  is  composed  of  June 
Paul,  Willis  Johnson,  and  Elizabeth  Rupp. 


The  Offerings  at  Conference 

The  Conference  Offering  announced  at  La  Verne  was 
$57,675.30,  as  compared  with  $49,022.26,  announced  as 
the  1940  Conference  Offering  at  Ocean  Grove.  During 
the  months  of  March,  April  and  May  a  decrease  in  giv- 
ing occurred  below  the  corresponding  months  of  1940 
so  that  the  net  increase  for  the  first  four  months,  March 
through  June,  is  only  $2,018. 

Concerning  the  various  offerings  lifted  at  La  Verne, 
Treasurer  Clyde  M.  Culp  reports  the  following: 

'Saturday  Afternoon    ..Women's    Work    $  280.13 

Saturday   Afternoon    .  .  Men's    Work     84.17 

Saturday   Afternoon    .  .  Joint    Women's    and    Men's    Work  33.32 

Saturday    Evening    ...Y.    P.   D 210.12 

Sunday    Morning    ....  Sunday    School    313.15 

Sunday    Morning    ....  Church   Service    647.07 

Sunday   Afternoon    ...Brethren  Service  Offering   387.20 

Sunday  Evening    Evening    Offering    324.20 

"Monday  Afternoon    .  .  .  Missionary    (loose-in-the    hat,    not 

credited  to  any  church) 1,464.47 


Thursday,  Aug.  7,  is  home  day  at  the  Southern  Ohio 
Brethren  Home  at  Greenville.  There  are  morning  and 
afternoon  programs  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon. 

The  Woodland  church  of  Southern  Illinois  will  have 
an  all-day  home-coming  Aug.  10,  with  basket  dinner, 
morning,  afternoon  and  evening  programs,  celebrating 
the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  dedication  of  the  pres- 
ent church  building.  The  church  is  two  miles  east  of 
Astoria  on  U.  S.  route  24.  Notify  Mrs.  Reuben  Wickert, 
Vermont,  111.,  if  you  are  coming  by  bus  or  train.  "All 
former  and  present  members  and  friends  of  the  church 
are  cordially  invited." 

•       •       • 

From  the  Retiring  Director  of  Civilian  Public  Service 

My  dear  Brother  Zigler: 

In  terminating  my  six  months'  period  of  voluntary 
service  for  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  as  National 
Director  of  Civilian  Public  Service,  I  want  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  opportunity  of  working  so  close- 
ly with  you.  I  have  greatly  appreciated  your  comrade- 
ship in  this  enterprise.  I  would  enjoy  continuing  my 
work  with  the  Service  Committee  but  the  interests  of 
Bridgewater  College  now  demand  my  full  time  and 
thought  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  requesting  an  ex- 
tension of  time  from  the  trustees. 

I  leave  this  work  with  a  profound  respect  for  the  pub- 
lic officials  with  whom  we  have  worked  and  a  deep  ap- 
preciation for  the  earnest  effort  of  our  government  to 
preserve  the  principle  of  religious  freedom.  It  is  sig- 
nificant that  these  values  of  democracy,  which  are  so 
magnificently  .stated  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  are  again  incorporated  into  the  law  of  our  coun- 
try. It  is  a  testimony  to  the  ability  of  the  American 
people  to  preserve  the  ideals  of  democracy  in  times  of 
stress  and  crisis. 

May  I  express  the  hope  that  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice Movement  may  continue  to  merit  the  confidence  of 
the  government  and  the  public.  It  deserves  the  faithful 
support  of  the  church  which  I  trust  may  be  increasing- 
ly liberal.  It  is  an  opportunity  for  the  whole  church  to 
join  her  youth  in  a  testimony  to  a  way  of  life  which  we 
have  espoused  for  more  than  two  hundred  years  and  to 
which  mankind  will  certainly  turn  when  the  bitterness 
and  hatred  of  the  hour  have  passed.  It  is  very  neces- 
sary that  many  of  our  citizens  be  trained  in  the  arts  and 
skills  of  love,  brotherhood,  peace  and  goodwill.  These 
few  thousands  of  young  men  who  shall  pass  through 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  will  undoubtedly 
make  their  contribution  vigorous  and  strong  when  the 
day  of  reconciliation  arrives. 

I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Na- 
tional Service  Board  for  its  helpfulness  and  es- 
pecially to  Paul  Comly  French,  your  Executive 
Secretary,  for  his  superb  piece  of  work  in  this 
movement.  I  have  never  known  any  finer  religious  fel- 
lowship than  that  which  has  characterized  the  various 
Christian  bodies  associated  with  this  movement.  I  am 
happy  for  the  opportunity  of  learning  to  know  and  work 
with  such  gentlemen  as  Orie  Miller,  Henry  Fast  and 
others  of  the  Mennonite  faith;  Thomas  E.  Jones,  Paul 
Furnas,  Clarence  Pickett,  and  others  of  the  Friends 
persuasion;  Walter  Van  Kirk  of  the  Federal  Council, 
Charles  Boss  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  so  many  oth- 
er leaders  whose  names  are  so  familiar  to  you.  God 
bless  all  of  you  in  this  great  enterprise. — Paul  H.  Bow- 
man. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


GOLD 


BY    EDITH    KERN 


Some  people  call  it  red;  others  call  it  yellow.  And  if 
they  talk  about  it,  their  eyes  grow  wide  and  their  lips 
seem  to  caress  the  word,  gold. 

Storybooks  are  full  of  it:  there  are  golden  birds  and 
golden  feathers  and  golden  rains;  there  are  golden  rules 
and  golden  ages. 

Crowns  of  kings  have  been  made  of  gold  as  far  back 
as  our  history  books  go.  But  while  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury dethroned  kings,  it  kept  the  golden  crowns  and 
saved  them  carefully,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  gold  had 
taken  over  the  government  of  the  kings  whose  heads  it 
had  crowned. 

The  encyclopedia  in  its  matter-of-fact  style  calls  it  "a 
brilliant,  malleable,  ductile  metal."  But  though  the 
greatest  statesmen  and  scientists  and  economists  have 
tried  to  define  its  character,  they  have  not  succeeded. 
There  is  nothing  on  which  so  many  significant  men  have 
made  so  many  contradictory  statements — except  re- 
ligion. 

Gold  has  made  women's  eyes  flash  with  greediness, 
and  it  has  also  haunted  metaphysicians.  It  caused  one 
of  the  largest  migrations  in  the  world.  It  made  men 
leave  their  countries  and  dig  for  it  and  go  crazy  over  it, 
whether  they  found  it  or  did  not  find  it. 

The  nineteenth  century,  with  its  movements  advocat- 
ing the  rights  of  man,  has  questioned  spiritual  authority 
and  served  gold  as  devotedly  as  man  has  ever  served 
any  secular  or  celestial  power.  The  scientists  of  that 
time  who  thought  they  could  explain  every  riddle  of  na- 
ture, who  knew  how  the  earth  originated,  how  it 
changed  its  face,  and  who  gave  definite  names  to  all  the 
stages  it  had  gone  through — could  not  explain  where 
gold  came  from. 

They  who  doubted  that  man  had  a  soul  wrote  about 
"the  soul  of  the  gold."  It  was  there  and  it  ruled  the 
world,  ruled  the  materialistic  nineteenth  century  though 
one  could  not  eat  it,  could  not  dress  oneself  in  it,  and 
though  houses  built  of  it  would  have  been  at  least  un- 
comfortable. 

Men  lost  in  a  forest  might  fight  about  a  piece  of  bread, 
and  might  throw  away  their  gold  to  get  rid  of  a  weari- 
some burden.  The  smallest  piece  of  bread  would  mean 
much  more  to  them  than  all  the  gold  of  the  world.  But 
strangely  enough,  the  materialistic  nineteenth  century 
loved  the  gold  and  was  willing  to  exchange  for  it  all  the 
goods  it  possessed.  People  loved  to  hear  the  hard  metal- 
lic sound  in  its  treasuries  and  were  intoxicated  with  its 
beauty.  They  did  not  pay  nearly  as  much  attention  to 
Vead.  Yet  the  price  of  bread  was  in  some  mysterious 
connection  affected  by  the  quantity  of  gold  that  was 
digged  out  of  the  earth. 

There  were  times  when  people  buried  the  gold  again 
in  order  to  get  rich.  Other  times,  they  laughed  about 
this  device  and  proclaimed  that  gold  would  enrich  its 
possessor  only  if  it  would  "roll."  Today  gold  does  not 
get  into  the  hands  of  the  common  man.  He  gets  paper 
instead  of  it  and  is  told  that  the  paper  stands  for  the 
gold,  and  he  believes  in  this  statement  as  in  the  gospel. 

Like  a  great  magician,  like  the  Wizard  of  Oz,  the  gold 
stays  at  some  remote  place  to  which  the  eye  of  the  com- 
mon mortal  cannot  pierce.    There  it  might  stay  for  de- 


cades without  changing  shape  or  face,  but  steadily 
changing  its  value,  according  to  secret  laws,  as  powerful 
and  uncontrollable  as  those  that  make  the  trees  bloom 
in  spring. 

It  united  the  world  in  common  trade  and  then  made 
the  world  fight  over  it.  Some  nations  crave  gold,  but 
such  nations  it  neglects  completely.  Others  have  enough 
of  it  and  do  not  want  any  more;  such  nations  it  visits 
freely  and  lavishly;  and,  by  some  strange  power,  it 
forces  them  to  accept  it  and  to  give  away  valuable  food 
and  clothing. 

"Uncle  Sam  has  the  Midas  touch.  His  food  turns  to 
gold  whenever  he  ships  it  abroad.  So  do  the  typewrit- 
ers, the  airplanes,  the  gasoline  and  the  cotton  we  ex- 
port," writes  S.  F.  Porter. 

Are  there  secret  rays  which  lend  this  power  to  the 
gold,  like  those  detected  by  Madame  Curie  which  ren- 
der force  to  radium?  Or  did  man  himself  bestow  all 
this  power  on  the  "brilliant,  malleable,  ductile"  metal, 
only  to  reclaim  this  power  some  time  as  he  reclaimed  it 
from  his  kings? 

Will  Fort  Knox  remain  the  remote  palace  of  a  king — 
strangely  powerful — whom  everybody  obeys,  although 
few  ever  see  him?  Or  will  it  be  the  gravestone  of  a 
mummy  in  which  no  art  of  embalming  can  retain  life? 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


"Didn't  You  Get  a  Thrill!" 

BY  GRACE  HILEMAN  MILLER 

"Rebecca  Kline,  have  you  read  your  daily  reading  yet 
from  your  little  book?"  inquired  Mary  Cassel  eagerly, 
one  Thursday  morning  as  she  stepped  into  her  neighbor's 
kitchen. 

"Indeed,  I  have,  Mary." 

"Didn't  you  get  a  thrill!"  interrupted  Mrs.  Cassel.  "I 
just  could  not  believe  my  eyes  when  I  read  the  text 
of  the  day.  I  thought  it  surely  must  be  misquoted  or 
misprinted.  I  got  my  American  translation  Bible  im- 
mediately and  looked  it  up,  and  I  believe  the  wording 
there  gives  an  even  more  thrilling  meaning." 

"How  can  it?"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Kline.  "Oh,  you 
brought  that  Bible  along;  read  it — " 

Turning  to  2  Cor.  2:14,  Mrs.  Cassel  read:  "But  thank 
God!  he  always  leads  me  in  his  triumphal  train,  through 
Christ,  and  spreads  the  perfume  of  his  knowledge  of 
him  everywhere  through  me  as  his  censor-bearer." 

"Now,  let  me  read  it,"  volunteered  Mrs.  Kline,  reach- 
ing for  her  favorite  translation  of  the  New  Testament. 
"  'Wherever  I  go,  thank  God,  he  makes  my  life  a  constant 
pageant  of  triumph  in  Christ,  diffusing  the  perfume  of 
his  knowledge  everywhere  by  me.'  " 

"Believe  I  do  like  yours  the  better,"  volunteered  her 
neighbor.  "Get  it  in  the  King  James  version,  Rebecca, 
and  maybe  we  will  find  more  richness  of  meaning  yet 
with  all  three  translations." 

Following  the  suggestion,  Mrs.  Kline  read:  "  'Now 
thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  causeth  us  to  tri- 
umph in  Christ,  and  maketh  manifest  the  savour  of  his 
knowledge  by  us  in  every  place.'  " 

"Well,  there  is  a  beauty  there!  A  richer  beauty  than 
in  either  of  the  others,  isn't  there,  Rebecca?" 

"Yes,  I  believe  there  is." 

"But  what  a  thrill,  Rebecca,  to  know  that  Christ  al- 
ways leads  us  in  his  triumphal  train  and  helps  us  to 
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spread  the  perfume  of  the  knowledge  of  him  every- 
where through  us  as  his-censor-bearers." 

"I  would  call  it  a  tremendous  as  well  as  a  thrilling 
challenge  to  live  a  life  of  deepest  consecration,  so  as  to 
be  worthy  of  being  such  a  censor-bearer." 

"I  like  the  instruction  in  the  seventeenth  verse  in  this 
chapter,"  continued  Mrs.  Cassel,  reading  from  her 
American  translation  Bible.  "  'Who  is  qualified  for  this 
task?  I  am!  For  I  am  no  peddler  of  God's  message, 
like  most  men,  but  like  a  man  of  sincerity,  commis- 
sioned by  God  and  in  his  presence,  in  union  with  Christ 
I  utter  his  message.'  " 

"Yes,  but  that  is  the  Apostle  Paul  speaking,  Mary;  we 
can't  all  be  Pauls,"  cautioned  Mrs.  Kline. 

"No,  there  was  just  one  man  commissioned  to  do 
Paul's  work,  and  just  one  woman  commissioned  by  God 
to  do  the  work  of  Mary  Cassel,  and  just  one  to  do  the 
work  of  Rebecca  Kline.  He  has  a  certain  amount  of 
censor-bearing  for  each  one  of  us  to  do  which  no  one 
else  can  do!" 

"I  believe  you  are  right,  but  before  we  dare  carry  our 
censor,  yes,  before  we  can  carry  it,  our  lives  must  be 
radiant  as  a  'constant  pageant  of  triumph  in  Christ.'  " 

"In  other  words,  we  must  give  ourselves  wholly  into 
God's  hands  to  do  with  as  he  wishes;  then  come  con- 
stant victory  and  perfect  control  through  Christ  Jesus." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Light  and  "Old  Grouch" 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

The  effect  of  light  is  marvelous.  An  old,  dingy  coun- 
try store  had  been  run  for  years  with  smoky  oil  lamps. 
Then  suddenly  a  power  line  came  through  that  country, 
and  the  merchant  installed  modern  lighting.  The  usual 
"sitters"  came  for  their  evening  discussions.  They  were 
amazed  at  the  change  in  the  storeroom.  Everything 
seemed  so  cheerful.  Their  conversation  took  on  a  dif- 
ferent turn.  Someone  told  an  amusing  story,  and  all 
laughed.  Even  their  language  was  better.  And  every- 
one was  loath  to  go  away  that  first  evening  because  of 
the  change  brought  about  by  the  new  lighting  facilities. 

An  artist  once  painted  a  picture  of  a  wintry  twi- 
light— the  trees  heavily  laden  with  snow,  and  a  dreary, 
dark  house,  lonely  and  desolate  in  the  midst  of  the 
storm. 

It  was  indeed  a  sad  picture,  one  which  made  one  feel 
bad  to  look  at  it. 

Then  the  artist  with  a  quick  stroke  of  yellow  crayon 
put  a  light  in  one  window  of  the  house.  The  effect  was 
magical.  The  entire  scene  was  transformed  into  a  vi- 
sion of  comfort  and  cheer. 

A  man  in  a  certain  community  was  known  as  "Old 
Grouch."  He  deserved  the  name  royally,  too.  Nothing 
was  right.  Everything  was  wrong.  He  could  find  more 
things  to  complain  about  than  anyone  else  for  miles 
around.  When  he  was  seen  coming  along  the  highway, 
little  children  ceased  their  play  and  went  somewhere 
else.  When  he  entered  his  home,  his  dog  slunk  farther 
underneath  the  table. 

And  then  one  wintry  evening,  at  the  old  town  church, 
that  man  was  led  to  Christ.  He  saw  his  sinful  life  in 
all  its  awfulness  and  realized  his  lost  condition.  He 
asked  God  for  pardon  and  mercy,  which  were  freely 
given.  The  Light  of  the  World  came  to  place  a  light  in 
his  dingy  life,  and  the  whole  scene  was  changed.  In  a 
.short  while,   men   no   longer  referred   to   him   as   "Old 


Grouch."  Children  liked  to  listen  to  him  talk.  His  dog 
came  to  lick  his  hand.  And  everyone  knew  that  some- 
thing had  happened  within  his  being.  Light  had  begun 
to  shine  forth — light  from  Christ,  the  Light  of  the  World. 

Like  Martin  Luther,  that  man  could  say:  "When  one 
comes  and  knocks  at  the  door  of  my  heart  and  asks, 
'Who  lives  here?'  I  reply,  'Martin  Luther  used  to,  but 
he  has  moved  out  and  Jesus  Christ  now  lives  here.'  " 

When  one  has  been  with  the  Light  of  the  World  and 
has  caught  the  heavenly  glow  from  him,  folks  are  cer- 
tain to  "take  knowledge"  of  the  fact. 

That  kind  of  Light  cannot  be  hid. 

Orlando,  Fla. 


On-time  Blessings 

BY  GEORGE  W.  TUTTLE 

"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Hewitt,  "I  did  want  one  of  those  dol- 
lar brooms  that  the  Embury  Department  Store  offered 
for  an  hour  this  morning  at  forty-nine  cents  each,  but 
the  sale  was  from  eight  to  nine  and  I  did  not  reach  the 
store  until  three  minutes  past  nine,  so  I  lost  out." 

"Well,"  said  Mr.  Hewitt,  "it  looks  to  me  as  if  we  were 
in  the  same  boat.  Farmer  Hodge  has  a  spare  horse  that 
he  says  is  eating  his  head  off.  He  promised  me  the  use 
of  the  horse  for  a  month  during  my  spring  plowing.  I 
was  to  call  for  it  last  night  and  then,  when  neighbor 
Johnson's  cattle  broke  into  my  corn,  I  must  have  thought 
of  cows  instead  of  horses,  for  I  forgot  to  go.  When  I 
went  down  this  morning  Farmer  Hodge  said:  "Why,  I 
thought  it  was  all  off  with  you;  you  did  not  appear  last 
night  so  I  let  Mr.  Sanderson  have  the  horse  this  morn- 
ing." 

"Guess  I'll  have  to  'fess  up  also,"  said  Bess,  the  elder 
daughter.  "I  missed  my  car  this  morning  and  was  late 
to  school.  Teacher  says  I  have  three  hands,  a  right 
hand,  a  left  hand,  and  a  little  behindhand." 

"You  folks  haven't  anything  on  me,"  said  Fred.  "I've 
just  remembered  that  I  forgot  those  bolts  for  the  cul- 
tivator, father;  and  now  Felman's  Hardware  Store  is 
closed  as  tightly  as  Jericho  was  closed  against  the  Is- 
raelites." 

"Well,  well!"  ejaculated  Mr.  Hewitt,  "think  of  what  a 
family  can  lose  in  a  single  day  by  not  being  on  time.  I 
suggest  that  we  do  something  about  it — turn  over  a  new 
leaf." 

"Good,"  said  Fred;  "we  will  all  join  the  procession! 
Then  mother  can  have  the  house  chock-a-block  with 
bargains,  and  father  will  not  need  to  say:  'My  king- 
dom for  a  horse!'  As  for  Bess,  she  will  then  give  her 
teachers  heart  failure  by  being  on  the  dot.  When  my 
memory  works  properly — and  I  am  on  time — the  culti- 
vator will  be  properly  bolted  together  instead  of  bolting 
its  job." 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  of  how  many  blessings  de- 
pend upon  your  being  on  time?  To  draw  money  from 
a  bank  you  must  be  there  before  the  closing  hour. 
Trains  have  the  habit  of  leaving  on  time  regardless  of 
your  convenience — even  the  accommodation  train  re- 
fuses to  be  accommodating  enough  to  wait  beyond  its 
scheduled  time  of  leaving. 

When  an  employer  is  looking  for  an  office  boy  and 
one  boy  appears  on  the  dot  at  his  office,  and  the  other 
is  thirty  minutes  late  in  applying  for  the  place,  simply 
because  of  indolence,  which  boy  gets  the  job? 

Pasadena,  Calif. 
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Women's  Work  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 


Women's  Work  Service  and  Business  Session 

By  Anetta  C.  Mow.  Elgin,  Illinois 
On  Thursday  morning,  June  19,  at  the  early  hour  of 
eight,  the  large,  beautiful  auditorium  of  the  La  Verne 
church  was  filled  with  women.  Under  the  direction  of 
Sister  D.  C.  Gnagy  as  chairman  the  program  was  car- 
ried out  in  a  most  happy  spirit.  Mrs.  Adelle  •Valesco 
made  the  kingdom  of  God  within  us  seem  a  reality  as  she 
showed  the  unlimited  possibilities  offered  to  every  Chris- 
tian to  live  and  move  in  this  kingdom. 

Sister  R.  D.  Murphy  gave  a  clear  report  of  the  work 
which  the  women  of  the  church  are  doing  along  the  lines 
of  relief  and  world-wide  service.  A  splendid  response 
has  been  made  to  the  calls  which  have  come  to  the 
church.  Even  greater  needs  continue  to  arise  and  no 
one  knows  when  they  will  cease.  The  women  were 
urged  to  be  alive  to  these  calls. 

The  business  session  was  conducted  by  Sister  Murphy. 
The  women  voted  to  change  the  name  of  Mothers  and 
Daughters  to  Home  Builders.  The  election  of  national 
officers  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Sister  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man as  national  president  and  Sister  Harper  Will  as 
national  director  of  aid. 

Joining  in  with  the  members  of  the  national  council, 
the  large  audience  expressed  its  appreciation  to  Sister 
R.  D.  Murphy,  the  retiring  president,  and  to  Sister  H.  L. 
Hartsough,  the  retiring  director  of  aid,  by  presenting 
them  with  beautiful  sprays  of  flowers  taken  from  one  of 
La  Verne's  beautiful  gardens.  Through  these  little  tok- 
ens the  58,000  women  of  the  church  would  indicate  their 
gratitude  for  their  years  of  faithful  and  helpful  service. 
The  women  are  happy  indeed  that  Sister  R.  D.  Murphy, 
as  a  member  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  will 
represent  our  women  in  the  peace-relief  work  of  the 
church. 

The  lovely  song,  Just  For  Today,  sung  by  Sister  G.  G. 
Canfield,  expressed  the  theme  of  the  morning  service, 
and  Sister  L.  S.  Brubaker  gave  inspiration  to  every  heart 
as  she  showed  us  Our  Task  in  her  message. 


The  Children's  Work  Meeting 

By  Mrs.  Paul  Studebaker,  Modesto,  California 
The  children's  work  meeting  was  held  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, June  20,  with  Ruth  Shriver  presiding.  The  audi- 
torium of  the  church  was  filled  with  women  to  receive 
help  from  one  of  the  best  meetings  of  the  Conference. 
The  program  was  opened  with  a  presentation  of  recent 
materials  for  teaching  by  Velma  Fasnacht.  Dr.  D.  Welty 
LeFever  of  the  department  of  sociology  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  led  us  into  the  problem  of  discovering 
the  elements  of  good  community  life.  Impersonating  all 
the  characters  of  the  play,  The  Nelson  Family  Crusades, 
Barbara  Davis  of  La  Verne  ably  presented  the  appeal 
for  closer  fellowship  in  family  life.  A  robed  choir  of 
children  from  the  La  Verne  church,  led  by  Mrs.  Beckner, 
closed  the  meeting  with  three  beautiful  numbers. 

No  one  could  have  left  this  service  without  the  convic- 
tion that  the  responsibility  of  writing  God's  name  on  the 
hearts  of  little  children  rests  with  home  builders  and 
leaders  of  little  ones. 


Saturday  Afternoon  Service 

By  Mrs.   C.   S.   Ikenberry,  Daleville,  Virginia 
Out  of  the  abundance  of  good  things  which  were  said 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  a  few  are  here  recorded: 

Sharing  is  a  primary  duty  of  a  Christian.  There  is  a 
mutuality  in  sharing.  Prodigality  in  giving  some  things 
may  lead  to  poverty,  but  not  so  with  Christianity.  When 
we  share,  our  convictions  become  deeper;  when  we  share 
our  faith,  our  faith  becomes  stronger.  The  present  world 
crisis  can  be  changed  to  a  victory  for  Christ  only  when 
our  religion  becomes  our  chief  concern.  If  the  pagan 
philosophies  of  the  world  are  to  be  overthrown,  we  will 
need  a  common  front  of  all  Christendom.  Our  alliance 
with  the  World  Council  and  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America  at  a  time  like  this  seems 
necessary  if  the  church  is  to  combat  the  evils  of  the 
world.  Christianity  to  be  vital  in  times  of  national  and 
international  perplexity  must  be  shared  with  all  nation- 
alities without  racial  distinction.  The  keynote  of  a  new 
order  is  the  Christian  faith,  a  faith  that  fathoms  the 
depths  of  tribulation  and  trials.  Our  Christian  testimony 
is  sacrificial  love,  measured  by  suffering  and  persecution 
if  need  be. 

Women's  Missionary  Meeting 

By  Nettie  C.  Weybright,  Syracuse,  Indiana 

In  our  Saturday  morning  women's  meeting  at  Confer- 
ence it  was  strongly  emphasized  that  we  must  watch  lest 
we  neglect  the  first  great  work  of  our  church — soul- 
saving.     All  speakers  were  missionaries. 

Sister  Crumpacker  said  the  Generalissimo  of  China 
tells  his  people,  "We  must  not  hate  our  enemies.  Hate 
kills  those  who  hate."  Minneva  Neher  had  said,  "I'll 
stay  by  these  people  even  if  it  costs  my  life." 

Laura  Shock  said  the  Chinese  church  was  not  abso- 
lutely unprepared  when  the  storm  came.  One  native 
pastor  testified,  "I  am  a  Chinese  pastor.  I  have  been  a 
long  time.  No  matter  what  comes,  I'll  still  be  a  Chinese 
pastor."  Many  who  were  imprisoned  are  stronger  than 
ever  now.  Where  they  dare  not  meet  in  the  church,  they 
meet  in  their  homes. 

Sister  Kulp  told  how  in  Africa  they  have  trained  wom- 
en in  home  work  and  sanitation  so  they  can  teach  oth- 
ers. With  confidence  they  conduct  their  own  meetings, 
speak,  pray,  sing,  serve  as  delegates  to  district  confer- 
ence, lead  non-Christian  women  into  fellowship,  help 
others  and  give  their  tithe. 

Sister  Hazel  Landis  told  how  they  had  been  foreigners 
in  Africa;  now  they  are  foreigners  here.  She  spoke  en- 
thusiastically of  the  beauty  of  Africa  and  its  people,  of 
their  valued  friendship  and  her  longing  to  return  to 
them. 

Sister  Laura  Cottrell,  our  lady  medical  missionary  to 
India,  said  their  patients  when  cured  arise  and  minister 
to  others  and  tell  the  story  and  love  of  Jesus,  much  as 
did  Jesus'  patient  who  was  cured  of  a  fever.  They  rec- 
ognize the  love  of  their  helpers.  Missionaries  need  the 
best  scientific  training  they  can  have  but  love  is  their 
"service-plus."  Her  soul's  longing  is  to  be  true  to  the 
trust  imposed  on  her,  for  Christ  has  done  so  much  for 
all. 

Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller,  who  spent  forty  years  in  India, 
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was  happy  witnessing  for  Christ.  The  first  converts' 
children  now  are  teachers  and  helpers.  Untouchables 
have  been  lifted  up  by  the  power  of  Christ.  Some  un- 
promising children  are  now  their  best  workers.  There 
would  be  no  schools,  hospitals  or  churches  if  those  who 
love  had  not  taken  the  message  of  a  loving  God  to  them. 


An  Open  Letter 
to  the  Women 
of  the  Church 

By  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy 
Philadelphia,     Pennsylvania 

This  Conference  of  1941  at 
La  Verne,  Calif.,  has  marked 
another  stage  in  the  progress 
of      women's      work      in      the 

Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  vision  of  a  larger 
program  of  activity  began  to  take  form  with  a  report 
that  was  presented  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  thirteen 
years  ago  in  1928.  It  was  more  definitely  launched  in 
1929,  and  in  1930  became  an  organized  movement. 

Some  ideals  that  have  been  visualized  and  cherished 
during  the  past  decade  are: 

1.  Centralization  of  national  organization  and  office 
management. 

2.  Unification  of  program  with  that  of  the  church, 
stressing  such  phases  of  activity  as  may  be  especially 
well  promoted  by  women. 

3.  The  creation  of  a  national  council  with  a  minimum 
of  organization  and  a  maximum  of  program  building 
and  service  activity. 

These  same  ideals  of  organization  and  service  have 
been  encouraged  within  the  district  and  local  churches. 

I  have  not  said  that  these  ideals  have  been  realized, 
but  that  they  have  been  "cherished." 

A  group  of  splendid  women  making  up  the  national 
council,  the  various  district  cabinets,  and  the  local 
workers  are  carrying  on.  There  is  no  distinction  of 
honor  other  than  the  high  privilege  of  Christian  service 
which  may  be  equally  participated  in  by  all. 

Having  found  a  place  in  the  program  of  the  church,  it 
became  right  and  proper  to  help  direct  that  program. 
Therefore,  in  accordance  with  Conference  action  last 
year  in  regard  to  Board  members,  the  president  of  wom- 
en's work,  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  cannot  succeed  herself  in  office  more  than 
once,  or  serve  for  a  period  of  more  than  two  terms — ten 
years. 

This  tie-up  with  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  has 
been  very  helpful  and  worth  while — a  real  contribution 
on  the  part  of  men's  work  as  well  as  women's  work. 
Perhaps  the  next  decade  may  increase  the  scope  of  this 
type  of  contribution  to  other  phases  of  helpfulness — 
especially  in  the  field  of  missions  and  service.  I  believe 
there  is  an  opportunity  for  a  real  interpretive  and  co- 
operative job  here. 

As  has  been  reported  elsewhere,  Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bow- 
man of  Chicago,  111.,  has  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
women  on  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  and  to  di- 


rect women's  work  during  the  next  five  years.  May 
the  Lord  bless  her  and  the  women  of  the  church  in 
present  service  and  future  vision. 

I  have  found  great  joy  in  the  realization  that  what- 
ever service  I  might  be  able  to  render  was  representa- 
tive of  a  vast  group  of  good  and  sincere  women,  and 
therefore  greatly  enhanced  in  value.  I  am  afraid  that  I 
shall  find  myself  continuing  to  think  of  any  service  I 
may  be  engaged  in  as  having  that  same  relationship. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Healing  the  Sick 

Scripture:    James  5:13-18 
Sunday,  August  24 
Note:    See  "Studies  in  Doctrine  and  Devotion,"  Kurtz, 
Blough  and  Ellis,  Chapter  X  under  Ordinances. 

I.  Healing  the  Sick  Is  Pleasing  to  God. 

1.  In  every  age  men  of  God  were  empowered  to  heal 
bodily  diseases. 

2.  Elijah  and  Elisha  performed  miracles  of  healing. 

3.  Jesus  healed  great  numbers  (Mark  9:2;  Mark  6:13). 

4.  Paul  and  the  apostles  ministered  unto  the  sick. 

II.  The  Anointing  as  Taught  by  James  (James  5:13-18). 

1.  Any  sick  person  may  call  for  this  blessing  (vs.  13, 
14).     The  degree  of  sickness  is  not  stated. 

2.  This  service  is  for  believers  in  Christ. 

3.  The  elders  of  the  church  are  to  be  called. 

4.  They  are  expected  to  be  men  of  God. 

5.  These  officials  are  to  pray  over  the  sick,  anointing 
him  with  oil. 

6.  All  are  to  confess  their  sins  and  pray  for  healing. 

7.  The  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  raise  him  up. 

9.  If  he  had  committed  sins  they  shall  be  forgiven 
him. 

III.  Questions  for  Discussion. 

2.  Why  is  this  service  not  used  more  by  Christian  peo- 
ple today? 

2.  Have  we  no  longer  need  for  this  means  of  healing? 

3.  What  are  some  of  the  reasons  for  its  failure  to  get 
results? 

4.  When  doctors  and  mind  specialists  are  recommend- 
ing similar  treatment,  can  we  afford  to  neglect  this  ordi- 
nance of  the  church? 

5.  How  can  the  church  be  more  effective  in  teaching 
her  people  its  meaning  and  blessing? 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Camp  Lagro  News  Letter 
Staff 

The  staff  is  now  complete  with  the  addition  of  Mrs. 
Wilbur  Bollinger  as  dietician  and  head  of  the  dining 
hall.    The  complete  personnel  is  as  follows — 

Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  Director 

Ralph  Townsend,  Assistant  Director 

Wilbur  Bollinger,  Business  Manager  (for  the  summer) 

Lora  Wine,  Nurse 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Bollinger,  Dietician 

Mrs.  Pearl  Leatherman,  Chief  Cook 

New  Campers 

Sixty-six  new  campers  arrived  on  June  26,  bringing 
our  total  to  eighty-four.  Since  then,  one  has  been 
transferred  to  Camp  Bluffton,  leaving  us  eighty-three. 
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All  physical  examinations  have  been  completed.  One 
man  has  been  recommended  by  the  doctor  for  return  to 
his  local  board.  We  have  a  number  of  cases  where  it 
seems  there  has  been  some  misunderstanding,  inten- 
tionally or  unintentionally,  on  the  part  of  the  local 
board  in  classification. 

Denominational  Representation 

We  have  in  camp  eighteen  denominations,  distributed 
as  follows: 


Brethren 

44 

Congregational 

1 

Methodist 

11 

Evangelical 

1 

Wesleyan   Methodist 

1 

First  Brethren 

1 

German  Baptist 

3 

Fellowship  of  Reconcili- 

Jehovah's   Witnesses 

3 

ation 

1 

Church  of  God 

3 

Four  Square  Gospel 

1 

Baptist 

2 

Hebrew 

1 

Church  of  Christ 

2 

Presbyterian 

1 

Christian 

1 

Unitarian 

1 

Christian   Science 

1 

Library 

Miss  Agnes  Kline,  Bridgewater  College  librarian,  ar- 
rived yesterday  to  be  with  us  a  week  or  two  to  help  us 
establish  our  library  and  discover  educational  materials. 

Peace  Caravan 

Recently  we  had  a  visit  from  a  peace  team  of  four 
girls,  who  are  located  for  the  summer  at  Huntington, 
Ind.  They  gave  a  program  to  the  men  explaining  their 
work  and  discussed  the  question  of  meditation  and  paci- 
fism. 

Community  Government 

Last  week  each  of  the  seven  houses  appointed  a  rep- 
resentative to  a  community  council.  This  council  stud- 
ied and  prepared  a  constitution  for  camp  government. 
On  Monday  night  this  constitution  was  presented  to  the 
entire  camp  for  revision.  After  revision,  it  was  passed 
by  the  camp. 


This  constitution  provides  for  direct  government 
through  a  community  meeting,  and  for  a  community 
council,  which  shall  serve  as  a  co-ordinating  and  ad- 
ministering group.  Under  this  government,  provision  is 
made  for  volunteer  committees  in  the  fields  of  recrea- 
tion, education,  worship,  camp  management,  co-oper- 
atives, and  entertainment. 

These  committees  of  five  to  fifteen  meet  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  nights  to  plan  their  particular  part  of 
the  program.  The  worship  committee  has  taken  over 
the  planning  of  the  morning  meditation  periods  follow- 
ing breakfast,  the  Sunday  morning  worship  service, 
Sunday  evening  musical  service,  and  grace  at  meals. 
They  are  also  planning  a  vesper  service  for  before  re- 
tiring, some  time  during  the  week. 

The  recreation  committee  is  planning  camp  activities, 
as  well  as  sports  competition  with  outside  groups.  The 
entertainment  committee  is  discovering  camp  talent  for 
Friday  and  Saturday  evening  programs. 

The  educational  committee  has  planned  that  on  Mon- 
day night  for  the  first  month,  the  entire  camp  should 
discuss  soil  conservation.  Thereafter,  they  are  planning 
two  types  of  activites;  discussion  groups,  and  laboratory 
type  work.  Discussion  groups  will  include  Bible  study, 
international  relations,  foreign  languages,  self-expres- 
sion, social  problems,  sciences,  and  individual  study. 
Laboratory  groups  will  include,  art,  mechanical  draw- 
ing, wood  shop,  metal  work,  photography,  camp  paper, 
music,  commercial,  and  handicraft. 

The  community  council,  with  the  camp  staff,  will  han- 
dle questions  of  discipline. 

Work  Project 

Eighteen  men  are  being  used  in  camp  for  our  duties. 
In  the  field  there  are  two  crews  working  on  private 
farms  in  soil  conservation  work.  One  crew  is  working 
in  the  forest  on  their  care  and  upkeep,  and  planning. 
The  soil  conservation  supervisors  are  quite  co-operative 
and  fine  to  work  with. 


No.        Location  and  Director 


The  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps 

Administrative  Agency 


Capacity 


No. 

1. 

No. 

2. 

No. 

3. 

No. 

4. 

No. 

5. 

No. 

6. 

No. 

7. 

No. 

8. 

No. 

9. 

No. 

10. 

No. 

11. 

No. 

12. 

No. 

13. 

No. 

14. 

No. 

15. 

No. 

16. 

No. 

17 

No. 

18. 

No. 

19. 

125 Forest   Service 

125 National   Park   Service 


Co-operating  Federal 
Agency 

Manistee,   Michigan    Personnel  transferred  to  Camp  No.  17 

San  Dimas,   California    American  Friends  Service  Committee   

Edwin   B.    Newman 
Elk  Ridge,   Maryland    American  Friends  Service  Committee    

Eugene    S.    Wilson 
Grottoes,     Virginia     Mennonite    Central    Committee    125 . .  Soil  Conservation  Service 

John    H.    Mosemann 
Colorado    Springs,  Colorado . . .  Mennonite    Central    Committee    125 . .  Soil  Conservation  Service 

Albert    M.    Gaeddert 
Lagro,    Indiana    Brethren   Service   Committee    125.  .S.  C.  S.  &  Forest  Service 

Paul    Bowman,    Jr. 
Magnolia,  Arkansas    Brethren   Service   Committee    125 . .  Soil  Conservation  Service 

J.    H.    Mathis 
Marietta,   Ohio    Mennonite  Central  Committee  and  Brethren  Service  Committee.  80 Forest   Service 

David  Wedel 
Petersham,    Massachusetts    . . .  American  Friends  Service  Committee    40 

Henry    Perry 
Royalston,   Massachusetts    American  Friends  Service  Committee   40 

Denny  Wilcher 
Ashburnham,   Massachusetts    .American    Friends    Service    Committee    40 

Stuart    MacMackin 
Cooperstown,   New   York    ....  American   Friends   Service    Committee    25 

Mervin    Palmer 
Bluff  ton,    Indiana    Mennonite    Central    Committee     125 

Raymond     Hartzler 
Merom,     Indiana     American   Friends    Service   Committee    100 . . Soil  Conservation  Service 

Claude    Shotts 
Stoddard,  New  Hampshire   ...Association  of  Catholic  C.   O.'s    40 Forest   Service 

Dwight   Larrowe 
Kane,    Pennsylvania    Brethren   Service   Committee    150 Forest   Service 

Levi    Ziegler 
Stronach,   Michigan    Brethren   Service   Committee    150 Forest   Service 

Lloyd    Blickenstaff 

Cape  Hatteras,  N.  Carolina. .  .American   Friends   Service   Committee    150 National   Park   Service 

Decatur,     Illinois     Mennonite    Central    Committee    150  . .  Soil  Conservation  Service 


Forest  Service 

Forest  Service 

Forest  Service 

Forest  Service 

Forest  Service 
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Farm  Labor 

We  are  averaging  between  five  and  ten  boys  who  are 
helping  in  emergency  crop  saving  work  for  local  farm- 
ers. This  is  being  done  over  and  above  the  regular 
working  time  in  camp,  and  is  being  done  voluntarily  by 
men  with  farm  experience.  A  county  farmers'  commit- 
tee has  drawn  up  regulations  for  the  work,  and  are  ask- 
ing farmers  to  pay  $2.50  a  day.  This  money  is  going  in- 
to a  special  deposit  fund  in  the  bank,  which  at  the  end 
of  the  summer  will  be  used  in  some  community  welfare 
project.  Considerable  local  newspaper  publicity  evi- 
dences the  appreciation  of  the  local  farmers. 

Music 

A  piano  was  added  to  our  equipment  this  week,  and 
is  providing  a  lot  of  satisfaction  to  campers.  A  quartet 
is  being  organized  and  already  has  two  appointments 
for  the  coming  Sunday. 

Visitors 

Last  week  we  had  a  visit  from  the  State  Forester,  Re- 
gional CCC  Director,  Area  Soil  Conservation  Director, 
and  members  of  their  staff.  An  Associated  Press  re- 
porter visited  us  last  week  and  has  given  us  favorable 
publicity  in  three  associated  newspaper  articles.  A  re- 
porter from  the  State  Farmers'  Guide  was  here  also. 

Harold  Fey,  field  director  of  the  Christian  Century, 
visited  Sunday  with  his  family.  Howard  Keim  came 
with  the  peace  caravan  group  last  night. 

Lagro,  Ind.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  Director. 


Religious  Distribution  of  Men  Assigned  to  Camps 

According  to  religious  distribution  of  IV-E's  ready  for 
assignment  as  of  July  1,  1941,  we  have  the  following: 

1.  Mennonite    624 

2.  Brethren     225 

3.  Methodists    134 

4.  Friends     130 

5.  Jehovah's  Witness   124 

6.  Non-affiliated 88 

7.  Presbyterian    53 

8.  Baptist  48 

9.  Church  of  Christ   33 

10.  Catholic  29 

11.  Congregational-Christian 26 

12.  Church  of  God   23 

13.  Evangelical  Reformed 22 

14.  Episcopal 22 

15.  Lutheran 18 

16.  Unknown  (probably  includes  FOR  and  War  Re- 
sisters)     17 

17.  Seventh  Day  Adventist   14 

18.  Pentecostal   13 

19.  Christadelphian    12 

20.  Christian 12 

21.  Evangelical     11 

22.  Interdenominational    10 

23.  Assembly  of  God   10 

24.  Nazarene 8 

25.  Christian  Science  7 

26.  Unitarian    5 

27.  United  Brethren  5 

28.  Jewish    4 

29.  Disciples  of  Christ    4 

30.  Plymouth  Brethren   4 

31.  Pilgrim  Holiness 4 

32.  Four-Square  Gospel    3 

33.  Mission  Covenant 3 

34.  Wesleyan  Methodist   3 

35.  Holiness     3 

36.  Russian  Molokans    3 

37.  Evangelistic  Mission  2 

38.  Hephzibah  Faith  Miss.  Ass'n 2 

39.  Salvation  Army   2 

40.  United  Lodge  of  Theosophists  2 


41.  Apostolic  Faith  

42.  Megiddo  Mission    

43.  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation   

44.  First  Century  Gospel   

45.  Rosicrucian 

46.  Reformed    

47.  Overcoming  Church  Faith  Tabernacle 

49.  Gospel  Tabernacle 

50.  Fundamental  Baptist    

51.  House  of  David 

52.  Gospel  Hall    

53.  House  of  Prayer   

54.  Assembly  of  Christians   

55.  Temple  of  Universal  Law 

56.  Hungarian  Reformed    

57.  Moslem    

58.  Gospel   Herald   Society    

59.  B'nai  Yehudi  Temple  

60.  Pavilion 

61.  Reformed  Methodist   

62.  Church  of  Emissaries  of  Divine  Light  . 

63.  Salem  Covenant 

64.  Jehovah  God   

65.  Kingdom  Hall  

66.  Apostolic  Church  of  Pentecost 

67.  Christian  Convention   

68.  War  Resisters  League 

69.  Ethical  Society   

70.  Moody  Bible  Institute 

71.  Jehovah  Delta  Temple 

72.  Buddhist   

73.  People's  Church   

74.  Free  Methodist   

75.  Eastern  Missionary  Church 

76.  Ukrainian  Church  Ass'n  of  God 

77.  Sampson  Church   

78.  Scientific  Order  of  Spectro 

79.  Father  Divine   

80.  Watchers  of  the  Morning 

81.  Talmud  Torah 

82.  United  Church    

83.  Studies  of  Truth 

84.  Bergfelder  Church  

85.  Home  of  God 

86.  "I  Am"    


Elgin,  111. 


1,830 
M.  R.  Zigler. 


Dr.  R.  T.  Akers 

Roley  Tazewell  Akers  was  the  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary 
Akers.  He  was  born  in  Floyd  County,  Virginia,  Nov.  12, 
1858.     He  was  married  to  Lucy  Reed  on  Nov.  23,  1882. 

To  this  union  were  born  five 

sons. 

He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Dec.  29,  1884. 
He  was  elected  to  the  min- 
istry in  November  of  1894 
and  ordained  to  the  eldership 
Aug.  5,   1904. 

June  17,  1941,  he  fell 
asleep — blessed  sleep  from 
which  none  ever  awake  to 
weep.  He  led  a  long  and 
useful  life,  teaching  in  pub- 
lic school  in  early  life,  and 
then  began  the  study  of 
medicine.  Through  this  profession  he  did  all  he  could 
to  relieve  human  ills  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years.  Many  times  he  rode  horseback  into  the  moun- 
tains over  rough  roads,  and  through  cold  and  snow  or 
heat  or  storm,  often  rendering  aid  to  homes  unable  to 
pay.  As  much  as  possible,  considering  his  medical  pro- 
fession, he  devoted  his  time  to  church  work.     He  was 
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willing  to  sacrifice  for  the  building  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  at  home  and  abroad. 

Bro.  Akers  was  very  instructive  in  his  preaching  and 
teaching.  He  was  an  advocate  of  good  schools  and  good 
roads,  and  worked  for  a  Christian  community.  He 
served  on  various  boards  in  his  county,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  school  board  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

About  seven  years  ago  he  had  the  misfortune  of 
breaking  his  hip.  This  ended  his  active  life,  but  he  re- 
ceived his  many  friends  in  his  home  and  kept  his 
mental  alertness  until  a  few  hours  before  his  death. 

Although  shut  in,  he  kept  in  touch  with  the  outside 
world  by  reading  and  the  radio.  The  Gospel  Messenger 
was  a  continual  visitor  in  his  home. 

Through  the  seven  years  of  intensive  suffering  he  was 
patient.  About  one  year  before  his  death  he  called  for 
his  associate  elders  and  asked  to  be  anointed.  This  he 
enjoyed  very  much. 

The  large  crowd  that  attended  his  funeral,  with  the 
beautiful  floral  tribute,  gave  some  expression  of  how  he 
was  loved  and  honored. 

The  funeral  service  was  conducted  in  the  home  by 
Bro.  M.  Guy  West  assisted  by  Brethren  Michael  Reed 
and  H.  L.  Reed,  after  which  his  mortal  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  plot. 

Alum  Ridge,  Va.  H.  L.  Reed. 


i 


Passing  of  Adam  H.  Brower 

Adam  Henry  Brower  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia, 
March  5.  1854!  He  died  June  6,  1941,  aged  87  years,  3  months, 
and   1  day.     He  was  the  last  survivor  of  eight  children  born  to 

Elder  Jacob  and  Anna 
Miller  Brower.  When 
less  than  two  years  old  he 
came  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa,  settling  near  South 
English.  In  this  vicinity 
the  English  River  Church 
of  the  Brethren  had  been 
organized  only  a  few 
weeks'  previous  to  their 
arrival.  He  married 
Mary  L.  Miller  of  Avery, 
Iowa,  June  30,  1881. 
Three  children  were  born 
to  them,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  They  also 
gave  a  place  in  their 
hearts  and  home  to  a 
foster    daughter. 

Bro.  Brower  united 
with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Jan.  28,  1877, 
and  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  he 
gave  unwavering  devo- 
tion to  the  church  and 
her  principles.  He  took 
delight  in  serving  in 
whatever  capacity  he  was 
called  upon  or  had  op- 
portunity to  serve.  He 
was  a  deacon  for  sixty  years,  church  treasurer  forty  years,  a 
member  of  District  Mission  Board  twenty-five  years,  and  trus- 
tee of  the  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Marshalltown  twenty-three  years. 
He  was  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  many  years,  also 
superintendent  for  some  time.  He,  with  others,  was  instrumental 
in  preparing  and  having  published,  in  1924,  A  History  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Southern  Iowa.  He  took  great  inter- 
est in  the  preparation  of  this  volume,  and  gave  freely  of  his 
time  and  energy  to  it.  He  attended  twenty-two  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  more  than  forty  district  meetings  of  Southern  Iowa. 
Previous  to  1940  he  had,  with  a  single  exception,  attended  every 
love  feast  held  in  his  home  church  subsequent  to  his  becoming 
a  member,  the  exception  occurring  while  he  was  visiting  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

He  engaged  in  farming  until  1915,  when  he  retired  and  pro- 
cured a  home  adjacent  to  the  English  River  church,  in  order 
that  he  and  his  wife  might  enjoy  most  fully  in  their  remaining 
years  the  fellowship  and  services  of  the  church  they  loved. 
This  they  did  until  the  death  of  Sister  Brower  in  1935.  after 
which  he  removed  to  the  home  of  a  son,  where  he  lived  until 
the  Master  said.  "Come  up   higher." 


Besides  his  wife,  he  was  preceded  in  death  by  a  son  in  1937, 
and  an  infant  granddaughter  in  1922.  He  is  survived  by  a  daugh- 
ter, a  son,  a  foster  daughter,  thirteen  grandchildren,  and  two 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  at  the  English  River  church  were  conducted 
by  Eld.  W.  D.  Grove,  a  long-time  friend,  neighbor  and  fellow 
worker.     Interment    was    in    the    cemetery    near    by. 

South  English,  Iowa.  William  H.  Brower. 


Fifty  Years  Together 


n  1 


On  Sunday,  June  22,  with  the  formal  celebration  of  a  family 
outing  at  Hershey  Park,  Brother  and  Sister  Darius  Reber,  1910 
Susquehanna  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  observed  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  their 
marriage.  Forty- 
nine  were  pres- 
ent at  the  gather- 
ing which  met  in 
exactly  the  same 
place  where  five 
years  ago  all  of 
the  family 
lunched  together 
at  the  time  of  the 
Annual  Confer- 
ence. 

The  Rebers 
came  to  the  city 
thirty-one  years 
ago  when  Bro. 
Reber  became 
associated  with 
Bowman  and 
Company,  where 
he  is  still  em- 
ployed. They 
were  married  in 
the  Evangelical  church  of  New  Kingstown,  June  18,  1891,  by  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.   Bentz,  then  pastor  of  the  church. 

Sister  Reber,  who  was  Miss  Annie  Elizabeth  Taylor  before  her 
marriage,  was  born  in  Yocumtown,  York  County,  Pa.  Bro. 
Reber  was  born  in  Bernville,  Berks  County,  Pa. 

Six  children,  seventeen  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children represent  their  marriage  union.  Their  children  are: 
Mrs.  Albert  Albright  and  Robert  Reber,  at  home;  Mrs.  Domer 
Jacobs  of  Harrisburg;  Mrs.  Horace  Fryer  of  Royersford;  Mrs. 
Ruth  Heller  of  Philadelphia;  and  Daniel  Reber  of  Chicago. 
Chicago,   111.  Daniel  H.   Reber. 


In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Sanger 

On  Oct.  14,  1875,  Mary  Annie  Zigler  was  born  in  the  house 
of  John  W.  and  Sallie  Miller  Zigler  on  the  old  Zigler  homestead 
near    Churchville,    Augusta    County,    Virginia. 

She  was  a  descendent  in  the  sixth  generation  of  the  first  Zeig- 
ler  migrating  from  Europe  in  1746.  coming  to  Pennsylvania  and 
then  on  down  into  Virginia  in  the  third  generation,  according  to 
the   Zigler  record. 

When  but  two  years  of  age  she  with  her  parents  moved  to 
Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  near  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  in 
the  bounds  of  the  Beaver  Creek  congregation.  She  became  a 
Christian  early  in  life  through  the  influence  of  her  Christian 
parents  and  church  leaders  who  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  her 
father's  home  and  frequently  were  visitors  there. 

She  was  quiet  and  unassuming  and  in  this  manner  she  served 
in  her  home  and  community  until  July  26,  1908,  when  she  was 
married  to  Wm.  E.  Sanger  of  Cordova,  Md.  They  left  Virginia 
immediately  to  make  their  home  in  Maryland,  where  she  shared 
the  joys  and  responsibilities  as  a  mother  in  the  home  and  in  the 
church  as  a  minister's  wife,  giving  of  her  best  through  thirty- 
three  years  of  happy  living. 

She  was  called  from  her  earthly  home  on  March  26,  1941,  after 
several  months  of  illness.  Two  sons — Roland  Z.  and  Wm.  Henry 
— and  a  daughter — Lola  Virginia — were  born  into  their  home. 
She  also  leaves  one  brother,  Eld.  Jacob  S.  Zigler  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
and  a  sister  and  stepmother  in  Virginia.  The  latter  are  Mrs.  A. 
Fred  Cline  of  Harrisonburg.  Virginia,  and  Mrs.  Sallie  Zigler  of 
Bridgewater,  Virginia.  Also  there  are  many  relatives  and  friends 
both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

She  was  never  strong  in  body,  but  was  possessed  of  strong 
will  power  and  served  and  gave  of  her  strength  unstintingly  to 
whatever  cause  presented  itself.  She  had  a  keen  sense  of  hu- 
mor which  was  manifest  even  in  her  last  days  of  suffering  in  her 
spirit  of  optimism,  cheer  and  kindness  which  endeared  her  to 
her  family  and  all  who  knew  her  intimately. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  on  March  29  in  the  Fairview 
church,  near  her  home,  by  Brethren  Albert  Fike  and  Harry 
Ziegler  of  her  home  congregation.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. 

A  poem  dedicated  to  her  memory,  as  typical  of  her  way  of 
life,  was  read  at  her  funeral. 


Harrisonburg,  Va. 


Frances  Zigler  Cline. 
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Canaan  Church  Dedicated 

Another  new  church  has  been  built  and 
dedicated  in  the  First  District  of  West 
Virginia.  This  new  church  was  built  in 
the  large  Sandy  Creek  congregation,  of 
which  Russell  K.  Showalter  is  pastor. 
This  new  church  is  known  as  the  Canaan 
Church  of  the  Brethren. 

The  new  modern  church  house  was  ded- 
icated'on  Sunday,  July  6.  The  dedication 
services  were  in  charge  of  the  three  Sho- 
walter brothers  who  were  teamed  to- 
gether again.  They  are  Russell  K.,  who  is 
pastor  of  the  new  church;  Cecil  O.,  the 
pastor  of  the  Sipesville,  Pa.,  church;  and 
A.  R.,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Keyser, 
W.  Va.  When  the  services  were  over  the 
church  was  not  only  dedicated  free  of 
debt,  but  the  offering  had  gone  $100  over 
the  top. 

Wide  interest  is  being  taken  in  this  new 
modern  church  structure.  The  people  of 
the  community  have  worshipped  for  over 
fifty  years  in  a  little  one-room  school- 
house.  Now  they  have  one  of  the  best 
lighted,  best  heated,  best  equipped  and 
most  modern  country  churches  in  the 
whole  region.  The  main  auditorium  is 
sealed  with  celotex  beautifully  tinted  in 
ivory  and  buff.  The  pews,  pulpit  and 
furniture  are  finished  in  light  mahogany, 
while  the  red  oak  floor  is  in  natural  fin- 
ish. The  building  contains  five  Sunday-school  rooms,  a  kitchen 
with  running  water,  a  furnace  room  with  a  forced  air  heating 
unit,  a  large  social  room   and  a  baptistry. 

The  ground  for  the  new  church  was  broken  on  May  23,  1940. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Showalter,  and  the  building  committee  were  so 
diligent,  patient,  and  thorough  that  when  the  day  of  dedication 
arrived  only  $502.75  was  needed  to  clear  all  indebtedness.  The 
church  cost  $5,300  but  no  help  was  asked  of  any  church  board. 

The  day  of  dedication  was  rainy  and  gloomy,  but  the  new 
church  was  much  more  than  filled.  After  the  dedicatory  sermon 
by  A.  R.  Showalter,  Cecil  O.  and  Russell  K.  Showalter  took 
charge  of  the  offering,  and  so  generous  was  the  response  that 
within  a  few  minutes  the  entire  indebtedness  was  oversub- 
scribed. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Thomas  is  the  superintendent  of  the  large  German 
Sunday  school,  and  was  one  of  the  most  generous  in  supporting 
the  building  of  the  new  church.  Bro.  Chester  A.  Thomas  is  the 
elder  in  charge  of  the  Sandy  Creek  congregation. 

The  Sandy  Creek  congregation  built  an  addition  to  one  of  her 
seven  churches  last  year.  And  now  that  the  new  Canaan  church 
building  program  has  been  completed,  another  building  program 
is  to  be  undertaken.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  and  work 
will  begin  this  fall  on  a  new  church  parsonage.  The  church  at 
present  is  renting  the  house  in  which  Bro.  Showalter  and  his 
family  are  living. 

Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va.  Mrs.  Florence  Showalter. 


A  Half  Century  for  Saint  Paul 

On  Sunday,  June  29,  our  church  celebrated  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  its  organization  by  honoring  its  founders  and  early 
leaders  with  an  all-day  home-coming  service,  with  dinner  on 
the  grounds.  Several  hundred  people  attended  this  service.  Vis- 
iting ministers  present  were  Elders  H.  J.  Woodie  of  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C;  S.  P.  Reed,  Floyd,  Va.;  H.  L.  Reed,  Alum  Ridge, 
Va.;  J.  B.  Sowers,  Hillsville,  Va.;  Rev.  Otte  Utt,  Hillsville,  Va.; 
Rev.  Curtis  Leftwich,  Baptist  minister  of  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C.  These 
took  part  in  the  program.  Other  ministers  were  present  along 
with  the  home  ministers.  Several  fine  quartets  were  present  to 
furnish  music  for  the  occasion. 

A  review  of  the  foundation  and  progress  of  the  church  was 
read  by  Elder  W.  J.  Payne,  local  minister.  Following  this  there 
■were  addresses  by  the  several  ministers  present.  Bro.  H.  L. 
Reed,  in  his  message,  pointed  out  the  educational  facilities  and 
the  fact  that  we  are  living  in  a  day  of  education,  something  we 
need  and  must  have,  but  he  also  pointed  out  the  fact  that  most 
people  are  using  their  educational  abilities  to  promote  destruc- 
tion, rather  than  in  building  the  kingdom.  He  also  reminded  us 
that  we  in  this  generation  have  not  been  called  on  to  suffer  or 
sacrifice  much  for  righteousness'  sake.  In  bringing  out  this 
point  he  brought  to  our  memory  the  late  and  beloved  Joseph 
Easter  of  our  congregation,  who  gave  his  life  for  righteousness. 
He  died  for  the  cause  of  temperance,  the  thing  we  need  so 
much  today.  Bro.  J.  B.  Sowers  gave  a  wonderful  address  and 
pointed  out  the  fact  that  if  our  country  would  look  to  God  and 
trust  him  we  need  not  fear  Hitler.  Bro.  H.  J.  Woodie,  in  his 
wonderful  message,  said  that  to  honor  and  pay  homage  to  those 
who  founded  the  church  was  not  so  important  as  acceptance  of 
the  responsibility  that  they  left  in  the  hands  of  those  of  us  who 
are  able  to  carry  on.  He  also  brought  out  the  fact  that  if  all 
who  profess  to  be  Christians  would  put  their  trust  in  God,  in- 
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stead  of  material  things,  there  would  be  no  war  today.  Bro. 
Curtis  Leftwich,  Baptist  minister,  delivered  an  inspiring  sermon. 
Bro.  Otte  Utt  brought  his  message  in  song,  having  with  him  a 
fine  quartet.  Bro.  S.  P.  Reed  led  in  the  devotions  and  gave  his 
experiences  with  some  of  the  old  members  of  our  congregation, 
among  them  the  late  Jacob  Wisler  and  wife  who  were  the  first 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  settle  in  this  section. 

Bro.  Price  Bowman  who  served  us  as  summer  pastor  twenty- 
four  years  ago  was  also  with  us,  and  gave  a  brief  address.  He 
spoke  of  the  encouragement  given  him  when  a  young  pastor  by 
some  of  the  older  brethren,  especially  the  late  Elder  A.  J.  Wed- 
dle  who  served  our  church  more  years  than  any  other  one  man 
— that  is,  as  elder. 

This  event  was  to  me  one  of  the  greatest  ever  held  at  Saint 
Paul  church  and  I  believe  the  inspiring  messages  from  these  able 
ministers  will  bear  fruit  in  this  congregation  and  community. 
I  believe  this  meeting  has  aroused  us  to  a  greater  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility, and  created  in  our  hearts  a  greater  determination  to 
carry    on. 


Mt.  Airy,  N.   C. 


W.  M.   Leftwich. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Blake-Ganger. — By  the  undersigned,  at  Goshen.  Ind.,  June  21, 
1941,  Paul  Blake  of  Ligonier,  Ind.,  and  Sylvia  Ganger  of  Goshen, 
Ind. — Samuel  E.   Miller,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Cruichiield-Bard. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Middle  District 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  28,  1941,  James  R.  Crutchfield  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Sister  Lorain  Bard  of  Murlin  Height,  Ohio. — 
C.  V.  Coppock,  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

Henricks-Mason. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents  in  Sikeston,  Mo.,  June  22,  1941,  Merle  Henricks, 
Mt.  Morris,  111.,  and  Martha  Ellen  Mason,  Sikeston,  Mo. — E.  R. 
Henricks,    Mt.    Morris,    111. 

Herping-Slrom. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Worthington 
church,  Minn.,  July  16,  1941,  Russell  Herping  of  Morris  County, 
Kans.,  and  Theresa  Strom  of  Worthington,  Minn. — J.  Schechter, 
Worthington,    Minn. 

Kiine-Senseney. — In  the  Canon  Branch  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, June  28,  1941,  Everet  Lewis  Kline  and  Mary  Vesta  Senseney, 
both  of  Manassas,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  E.  Blough, 
Manassas,  Va. 

McCune-Highbarger. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Wichita,  Kans.,  June  7.  1941,  Ralph  McCune 
and  Orpha  Highbarger. — James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Meeks-Plaugher. — Philip  Meeks  and  Joyce  Plaugher  at  the 
Lima  church,  April  13,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — Charles  E. 
Zunkel,  Lima,   Ohio. 

Miller-Highbarger. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Wichita,  Kans.,  Dec.  22,  1940,  Max  Miller  and 
Opal  Highbarger. — James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 
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Shindledeeker-Snider. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  residence, 
Forest  Shindledeeker  and  Lucille  Snider,  both  of  Lima,  Ohio. — 
Walter   D.   Landes.   Lima,   Ohio. 

Simpson-Blough. — In  the  Canon  Branch  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, June  20,  1941,  Loren  Sheldon  Simpson  of  Juniata  Park,  Pa., 
and  Miriam  Blough  of  Manassas,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  E. 
Blough.    Manassas,    Va. 

Stiffen-Phillips.— At  the  Yellow  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Ind.,  June  1.  1941,  Walter  Lee  Stiffen  and  Helen  Esther  Phillips, 
both  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — Samuel  E.  Miller, 
Goshen,  Ind. 

Sline-Frederick. — Victor  L.  Stine  of  Goshen,  Ind..  and  Chris- 
tine D.  Frederick  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  July  6,  1941,  in  the  Metho- 
dist church  of  Nappanee  by  the  undersigned. — J.  S.  Zigler, 
Goshen,    Ind. 

Sweilzer-Eikenberry. — Carroll  Sweitzer  of  New  Freedom,  Pa., 
and  Grace  Marie  Eikenberry  of  Arcanum,  Ohio,  June  7,  1941, 
in  the  Pitsburg  church,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Roy  K.  Miller, 
Brownsville,  Md. 

Vandiver-Kinzie.— By  the  undersigned,  in  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  June  6,  1941,  Claude  Vandiver 
and  Laura  Kinzie,  both  of  Clovis.— G.  G.  Canfield,  Elgin.  111. 

Younkins-Payne. — Earl  Maltby  Younkins  of  Yarrowsburg,  Md., 
and  Catherine  Rebecca  Payne  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Feb.  21, 
1941,  at  the  parsonage,  by  the  undersigned. — Roy  K.  Miller, 
Brownsville,    Md. 

ZLmmerman-Leedy. — By  the  undersigned,  June  29,  1941,  at  the 
Walnut  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren,  N.  Manchester,  Ind., 
Fred  Zimmerman  and  Irene  Leedy,  both  of  N.  Manchester.— 
R.  H.  Miller,   N.  Manchester,   Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Albright,  Mattie,  died  at  her  home  near  Mayland,  Va.,  on  July 
8,  1941,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  following  an  illness  of 
several  months.  She  was  twice  married,  both  husbands  having 
preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. She  was  a  member  of  the  Unity  congregation.  Her  body 
was  taken  to  her  old  home  in  East  Virginia,  where  funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  from  the  Valley  church  near  Nokesville  with 
Bro.  S.  D.  Zigler  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  cemetery 
near  the  church. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,   Timberville,  Va. 

Ailing,  Charles  Robert,  son  of  Alfred  T.  and  Gladys  Emma 
Ailing,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1927.  and  departed  this  life  at  his 
home  in  Wichita.  Kans.,  April  20,  1941.  Charles  had  progressed 
in  his  school  work  until  he  was  a  student  in  the  intermediate 
grades.  One  year  ago  this  last  winter  he  confessed  his  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  came  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Charles  accepted  his  religious  life  with  sincerity  and 
appreciation  to  the  full  of  his  capacity.  His  devotion  to  the 
peace  principles  of  the  church  are  demonstrated  by  this  inci- 
dent: Out  of  an  allowance  for  bus  fare  and  school  luncheons, 
Charles  was  saving  money  by  walking  home  from  school  and 
carrying  his  lunch,  in  order  that  he  might  purchase  himself  a 
new  pair  of  Easter  shoes.  Just  before  Easter  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  program  of  our  church  was  presented.  He  was  so  moved 
by  this  whole  program  that  he  took  his  money  he  had  saved  for 
shoes  and  paid  his  two-dollar  quota  to  the  church.  His  parents 
and  a  sister  survive  him.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  undersigned  in  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Wichita, 
and  interment  was  made  in  the  Highland  cemetery. — James  H. 
Elrod,    Wichita,    Kans. 

Brunhouse,  Mary  E.,  widow  of  Charles  Brunhouse,  died  sud- 
denly May  5.  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  with  whom  she 
resided  in  York,  Pa.  Sister  Brunhouse  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Madison  Avenue  church.  Besides  her  daughter,  she  is  sur- 
vived by  one  son,  two  step-sons  and  one  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices, conducted  by  the  undersigned,  were  held  at  the  residence, 
with  burial  in  the  Greenmount  cemetery,  York,  Pa. — M.  A. 
Jacobs,    York,    Pa. 

Faith,  Hattie  Fern  Newill,  died  June  26,  1941,  at  the  home  of 
her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Newill.  She  was  forty-six 
years  of  age.  She  united  with  the  church  in  her  youth.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  in  death  five  years  ago.  Surviving  are 
her  son,  two  daughters,  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Mount  Joy  church  by  the  pastor.  In- 
terment was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Q.  A.  Holsopple,  Mount 
Pleasant,    Pa. 

Fox,  William  H.,  died  June  23,  1941,  aged  sixty-three  years, 
nine  months  and  twenty-nine  days.  He  was  born  in  Fruitville, 
Pa.,  the  son  of  the  late  Jackson  and  Adaline  Hallman  Fox.  He 
spent  most  of  his  life  near  Parkerford,  Pa.  Early  in  life  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Parkerford.  Until  the 
time  of  his  death  he  faithfully  served  the  church  as  chairman  of 
the  trustee  board,  deacon,  and  financial  secretary.  His  wife, 
Irma  Frick  Fox,  preceded  him  in  death  by  eight  years.  He 
leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  three  daughters,  one  brother, 
three  sisters  and  many  friends.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted from  his  home  with  interment  in  the  Oak  Grove  ceme- 
tery, Parkerford. — Clayton  H.  Gehman,  Parkerford,  Pa. 

Grier,  Emma  Stoner,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Good 
Stoner,  was  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  Dec.  8,  1860,  and 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  June  9,  1941. 
In  her  early   youth   her   parents  moved   to   Missouri,   where   she 


resided  until  twelve  years  of  age.  At  this  time  the  family  came 
to  Sedgwick  County,  Kans.,  and  settled  near  Viola.  In  the 
year  1905  she  with  her  family  moved  to  Olathe,  Kans.,  where 
they  resided  until  1917  when  they  came  to  Wichita.  On  Feb.  17, 
1886,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Grier.  To  this  union 
were  born  three  children.  The  two  daughters  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  was  ever  deeply  religious  and  devoted  to  her  Mas- 
ter. Early  in  life  she  confessed  her  faith  in  Christ.  In  1925  she 
came  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Those 
who  remain  to  mourn  her  loss  are  her  son,  four  grandchildren, 
two  great-grandchildren  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  First  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Wichita,  by  the  undersigned,  and  a  brief  service  at 
the  grave  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Milford  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  Viola,  Kans.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Peotone  cemetery  near  Viola,  Kans. — James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita, 
Kans. 

Hawkins,  Benjamin  F.,  son  of  Samuel  M.  and  Mary  Wenger 
Hawkins,  was  born  Dec.  1,  1868,  near  Mt.  Solon,  Va.,  and  died 
April  15,  1941,  in  the  New  Castle  clinic,  Ind.  On  Jan.  1,  1900,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Flora  E.  Williams  of  Ft.  Defiance,  Va. 
To  this  union  four  children  were  born.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  one  son,  two  daughters,  nine  grandchildren,  one  step- 
grandsen,  one  brother  and  one  sister  and  other  relatives.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  at  the  Brick  church  near  Hag- 
erstown,  «Ind.,  by  Brethren  Carl  Hilbert  and  O.  D.  Werking. 
Burial  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mrs.  Clara  Lammott, 
Hagerstown,  Ind. 

Lauver,  Sarah  H.,  daughter  of  Philip  Sanger  and  Margaret 
Haehnlen  Hawk,  was  born  near  Hershey,  Pa.,  on  February  28, 
1869,  and  passed  away  July  14,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter 
in  Tucson,  Ariz.  Mother  was  baptized  at  about  the  age  of  six- 
teen, in  the  Spring  Creek  church  at  Hershey,  Pa.  Several  years 
later  she  went  to  Harrisburg  to  work  and  remained  there  until 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  During  these  years,  before  the  Breth- 
ren began  regular  services  in  Harrisburg,  mother  attended  the 
United  Brethren  church  and  also  taught  a  Sunday-school  class 
in  the  River  Brethren  church.  She  was  very  active  in  helping 
to  start  the  work  in  Harrisburg.  through  home  Bible  classes, 
Sunday  school  held  in  various  halls,  and  finally  regular  services 
held  in  the  Second  Street  Armory  and  Studebaker  Hall.  She  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  when  the  church  was  organized  in 
the  home  of  J.  C.  Eshleman.  After  her  marriage  in  1899  to 
George  Myers  Lauver,  mother's  home  was  in  the  Middle  West, 
where  father's  work  as  teacher  and  minister  called  him.  After 
his  death  in  1912,  the  task  of  rearing  four  children  was  nobly 
completed.  Of  late  years  mother  had  been  very  active  in  help- 
ing to  build  up  the  work  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  until  her  health  began 
to  fail.  She  leaves  to  follow  in  her  footsteps  one  son  and  three 
daughters,  and  many  dear  friends  over  the  brotherhood,  as  well 
as  in  every  community  where  she  has  lived.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Rev.  Leland  H.  Koewing,  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Tucson.  Interment  was  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery, 
Tucson. — Lois  Lauver  Landis,  Tampa,  Fla. 

Lehn,  Harriet,  widow  of  Bro.  John  K.  Lehn,  died  June  16,  1941. 
Sister  Lehn  was  the  oldest  sister  in  the  Lititz  church.  She  was 
of  a  kind  and  friendly  disposition  and  was  faithful  to  her  church. 
Sister  Lehn  was  born  on  April  6,  1857,  at  Speedwell,  Pa.,  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  and  Annie  Carpenter  Ulrich.  She 
is  survived  by  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Elders  H.  M.  Eberly  and  John  Hevener  at  the 
Beck  Brothers  funeral  home,  followed  by  services  in  the  church. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Machpelah  cemetery. — Mrs.  Louis 
Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Lesh,  Ida  Florence,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  Callane, 
was  born  in  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  Sept.  23,  1874.  and  passed 
away  at  Flora,  Ind.,  July  14,  1941.  On  Aug.  18,  1917,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Frank  Lesh.  Her  husband,  parents, 
brothers  and  sisters  have  preceded  her  in  death.  Since  1902 
Sister  Lesh  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the 
Flora  church,  and  interment  was  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery. 
— Ray   E.    Zook,    Flora,    Ind. 

Lichty,  Lillian  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Blough,  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Pa.,  Dec.  25,  1882,  and  passed  to 
her  eternal  reward,  July  11,  1941.  The  dreaded  disease  of  carci- 
noma thus  struck  down  at  a  comparatively  early  age  this  com- 
panion and  mother  in  the  home.  Lillian  came  to  Waterloo  in 
1907  and  taught  in  the  rural  schools  of  Orange  Township  for 
four  years.  She  was  married  to  Robert  H.  Lichty,  March  10, 
1911,  at  Falls  City,  Nebr.  The  couple  took  up  farming  in  Orange 
Township  soon  after  their  marriage,  which  occupation  they  fol- 
lowed until  her  death.  Surviving,  besides  the  husband,  are  two 
sons,  three  brothers,  four  sisters  and  one  grandson.  A  sister 
preceded  her  in  death.  For  many  years  while  her  health  per- 
mitted Mrs.  Lichty  was  superintendent  of  the  junior  department 
of  the  South  Waterloo  Sunday  school,  and  there,  as  in  her  teach- 
ing in  the  public  schools,  she  did  her  work  well.  She  served 
on  numerous  committees  to  prepare  special  church  programs. 
She  had  an  active  interest  in  the  sunshine  children  of  Waterloo 
and  for  many  summers  opened  her  home  to  some  of  them  that 
they  might  share  the  blessing  of  a  country  home  blessed  with 
the  sunshine  of  Christ.  She  suffered  much  and  long,  but  never 
complainingly.  In  fact,  she  did  her  best  to  hide  all  suffering 
from  observing  eyes.  She  wanted  no  sympathy  but  desired 
rather    to    give    joy.      Funeral    services    were    conducted    at    the 
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South  Waterloo  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Orange  Township  cemetery. — W.  H.  Yo- 
der,  Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Lightcap,  Raymond  Jr.,  son  of  Raymond  and  Ola  Lightcap, 
was  born  April  8,  1920,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  He  was 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Bear  Creek.  He 
departed  this  life  on  June  29,  1941,  following  an  automobile 
accident  which  claimed  the  lives  of  his  two  companions  also. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  three  sisters,  three  brothers,  and 
many  other  relatives.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Bear 
Creek  church  with  Bro.  Parker  M.  Filbrun  in  charge.  Burial  was 
in  the  Bear  Creek  cemetery. — Anna  V.  Stoner,  New  Lebanon, 
Ohio. 

Little,  John  Oliver,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Erwin  R.  Little, 
died  June  28,  1941,  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  hospital,  where  he  had 
been  a  patient  since  May  5.  He  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age 
and  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  for  twelve  years.  Be- 
sides his  parents,  he  leaves  also  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  home  of  his  parents  with  further  serv- 
ices in  the  Westminster  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Eld.  George  A.  Early,  who  had  not  returned  from  Con- 
ference, Dr.  Paul  W.  ©uay,  pastor  of  the  Grace  Lutheran 
church,  preached  a  most  fitting  sermon.  Bro.  F.  E.  Williar  as- 
sisted in  the  service.  Interment  was  in  the  Meadow  Branch 
cemetery. — Mrs.   H.   Edgar  Royer,   Westminster,  Md. 

Metz,  Clarence  Milton,  son  of  Brother  David  and  Sister  Mary 
Merrill  Metz,  died  May  26,  1941,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years 
and  sixteen  days.  He  was  born  in  Garrett  County,  Md.,  but  his 
family  moved  to  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  soon  after  his  birth.  He 
united  with  the  church  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  served  as  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school  for  twenty-five  years,  was  a 
deacon  and  served  as  trustee  for  many  years.  He  was  active  in 
business  and  civic  interests  of  the  community,  but  always 
placed  the  welfare  of  the  church  at  the  forefront  of  his  program. 
His  death  was  due  to  a  stroke  sustained  while  at  work  as  a 
roofing  contractor.  He  became  unconscious  and  after  five  days 
passed  away.  He  was  married  to  Florence  Holdsworth,  who  sur- 
vives him.  Services  were  held  in  the  Mount  Joy  church  by  the 
pastor,  and  interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Q.  A. 
Holsopple,   Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. 

Neer,  Sarah  Whisler,  was  born  near  North  Liberty,  Ohio,  on 
Sept.  10,  1854,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a  son  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
on  June  20,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Henrietta 
Whisler  and  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
She  was  married  to  G.  W.  Neer  on  Nov.  16,  1873.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children.  The  husband  and  two  of  the  children 
preceded  her  in  death.  Surviving  are  two  sons,  three  grand- 
children and  four  great-grandchildren.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Danville  in  June  1875  and  lived  a  con- 
sistent Christian  life  until  her  death.  Short  services  were  held  at 
Detroit  and  then  the  body  was  brought  to  the  Owl  Creek  church, 
where  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Martin  Krieger,  Fredericktown, 
Ohio. 

Overholser,  Andrew,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  Lint  Over- 
holser,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1868,  and  de- 
parted this  life  in  the  home  of  his  son  at  Huntington,  Ind.,  on 
May  19,  1941.  He  was  married  to  Ida  Kurtz  on  Nov.  26,  1893.  To 
them  were  born  three  children  who,  with  nine  grandchildren, 
two  sisters  and  one  brother,  survive.  Mrs.  Overholser  preceded 
him  in  death  on  Dec.  25,  1940.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
united  with  the  church  at  Elkhart  Valley.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  West  Goshen  church  with  Bro.  Frank  Kreider 
officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  Frank  Mulligan  of  Roanoke,  Ind. — 
Mrs.  Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,   Ind. 

Petgen,  Florence  Elvie,  daughter  of  Calvin  F.  and  Cynthia  E. 
Eiler,  was  born  Jan.  18,  1891,  in  Delaware  County,  Ind.  On 
May  21,  1911,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Percy  A.  Petgen. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union.  One  infant  daughter 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
son  and  five  daughters,  three  grandchildren,  three  brothers,  two 
sisters,  and  other  near  relatives.  At  the  age  of  twelve  she  united 
with  the  Pleasant  Dale  Church  of  the  Brethren,  where  her  father 
served  as  a  minister;  she  lived  true  to  this  faith  until  the  end. 
After  some  months  of  serious  illness  she  passed  away  in  the 
McDonald  hospital  at  Warsaw,  Ind.,  July  8.  1941.  The  funeral 
service  was  at  the  Eel  River  church  by  the  writer  and  Bro.  Geo. 
W.  Deaton.  Interment  was  in  the  Eel  River  cemetery. — J.  S. 
Zigler,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Poe,  James  Ivan,  was  born  in  Alleghany  County,  N.  C,  June 
20,  1864,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Cynthia  Perry  Poe.  He  died 
in  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  June  21,  1941.  On  Aug.  13,  1887,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Jane  Kennedy  of  Montgomery 
County,  Va.  To  this  union  two  daughters  were  born.  Mr.  Poe 
leaves  his  widow,  the  two  daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  five 
great-grandchildren,  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  In  1890  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  worshiping  the  entire 
fifty-one  years  with  the  Smith's  Chapel  congregation  near 
Princeton,  W.  Va.  He  served  as  a  trustee  of  his  church  for  many 
years.  He  died  at  his  home  after  a  lingering  illness,  six  months 
of  which  he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted on  the  lawn  of  his  home  by  Bro.  Eugene  H.  Kahle,  as- 
sisted by  Sister  Garnet  Tiller  of  the  home  congregation. — Doris 
P.  Thompson,  Princeton,  W.  Va. 


Ransom,  Gladys  Sampson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arlie 
Sampson,  was  born  in  Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  and  died  at  the 
Mercy  hospital,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  June  27,  1941,  at  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  eleven  months  and  seventeen  days.  She  and 
her  husband  were  on  their  way  from  Waterloo  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids when  their  auto  collided  with  a  semi-trailer  truck,  resulting 
in  a  skull  fracture  and  other  injuries.  She  never  gained  con- 
sciousness after  the  fatal  accident.  Her  husband  also  was  badly 
injured  and  is  still  confined  in  the  hospital.  From  childhood 
she  had  been  an  attendant  at  the  Waterloo  City  church  where 
she  served  for  some  years  as  Sunday-school  and  church  pianist. 
On  Aug.  30,  1930,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Claude  Ran- 
som, who  survives  her  tragic  passing.  She  is  survived  also  by 
her  mother  and  her  stepfather,  two  brothers  and  two  step- 
brothers, and  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  She  was  loved  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  came  in  touch  with  her  affable  and  courteous 
attitude.  Services  were  in  the  Waterloo  City  church  by  her 
pastor,  with  interment  at  Grundy  Center,  Iowa. — Albert  Perry 
Blough,  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

Rembold,  Mary  Liller  Winters,  daughter  of  James  and  Cath- 
rine  Fike  Liller,  was  born  Aug.  24,  1861,  and  died  July  4,  1941. 
In  1884  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Geo.  E.  Winters,  who  died 
Sept.  3,  1914.  To  this  union  were  born  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. The  daughter  and  two  sons  survive.  In  August  1918  she 
married  Joseph  Rembold,  who  survives  with  two  brothers,  five 
sisters,  eight  grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren.  Sister 
Rembold  united  with  the  Old  German  Baptist  Church  in  early 
youth  and  remained  faithful  until  death.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Maple  Spring  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro. 
D.  B.  Spaid,  with  the  writer  assisting,  after  which  the  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Eglon  cemetery. — Ezra  Fike,  Eglon,  W.  Va. 

Roadcap,  Ottis  Clinton,  died  July  12,  1941,  at  the  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  hospital  after  an  illness  of  six  days  resulting  from  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  He  was  seventeen  years  and  three  months  of 
age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Timberville  congregation.  Sur- 
viving are  his  parents,  three  sisters  and  four  brothers.  The 
funeral  was  held  from  the  Mt.  Grove  church  with  the  writer  in 
charge,  assisted  by  Jos.  W.  Miller  and  Chas.  E.  Carr.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — Samuel  D.  Lind- 
say,  Timberville,   Va. 

Summers,  Thomas  C,  son  of  Andrew  and  Clara  Summers,  was 
born  Oct.  15,  1884,  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and  departed  this 
life  at  the  Katherine  Shaw  Bethea  hospital,  Dixon,  111.,  July  4, 
1941.  He  was  the  second  son  of  a  family  of  six  boys.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  was  baptized  into  the  Long  Meadow  con- 
gregation of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  of  Maryland.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  came  to  Illinois,  securing  employment  near  Polo, 
in  which  community  he  had  since  resided.  He  placed  his  church 
letter  with  the  Pine  Creek  congregation  of  Northern  Illinois  and 
continued  there  until  death.  On  Nov.  28,  1907,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Susan  Longanecker  of  Whiteside  County,  Illinois. 
To  this  union  were  born  five  daughters  and  two  sons.  His  par- 
ents, one  brother  and  a  daughter  preceded  him  in  death.  He 
leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  his  devoted  wife,  six  children, 
three  grandchildren,  four  brothers  and  many  other  relatives  and 
friends.  For  some  months  Bro.  Summers  had  been  in  failing 
health.  Two  weeks  before  his  death  his  ailment  became  more 
pronounced  and  on  July  3  he  submitted  to  an  operation  which 
revealed  an  ulcerated  stomach  condition  which  had  developed 
beyond  medical  control.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  from 
his  late  home  in  Polo  on  July  6  at  1:30  P.  M.,  and  at  the  Pine 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  2:30  P.  M.  Brethren  Wm.  E. 
Thompson  of  Dixon  and  H.  Jesse  Baker  of  Polo  were  the  offici- 
ating ministers. — H.  Jesse  Baker,  Polo,  111. 


1  CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Empire. — Bro.  Truman  Northup  was  our  guest  speaker  both 
morning  and  evening  on  June  22  while  our  pastor  was  attending 
the  Annual  Conference.  About  eighty  members  from  our 
church  attended  the  Conference.  Brethren  Niels  Esbensen  and 
Harvey  Snell  served  as  delegates.  Reports  from  several  were 
given  on  the  evening  of  July  6.  June  29  was  an  important  day 
at  Empire.  In  the  morning  Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  preached  for 
us.  Lunch  was  served  at  noon  and  in  the  afternoon  the  corner- 
stone-laying ceremony  for  our  new  church  was  held.  Bro. 
Esbensen  presented  Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff,  the  building  adviser, 
who  was  in  charge.  Bro.  Brubaker  brought  a  message  and  then 
in  the  evening  Bro.  Wm.  Beahm  preached  for  us.  On  July  10 
the  women's  circuit  including  Waterford,  Modesto,  Oakland  and 
Empire  met  at  Empire.  Sister  Anetta  Mow  was  the  speaker  for 
the  day.  We  enjoyed  very  much  having  her  with  us.  On  the 
evening  of  July  13  the  Collegeaire  quartet  from  La  Verne  Col- 
lege gave  their  program  to  a  large  audience. — Pearl  Kappler, 
Empire,   Calif.,  July  14. 

Pasadena. — Our  women  early  sent  to  headquarters  their  appor- 
tionment for  the  support  of  the  women's  work  of  the  church 
at  large.  The  junior  choir,  with  Mrs.  William  Everhart  direct- 
ing, frequently  brings  a  contribution  in  song  to  our  morning 
worship  service.  They  presented  two  numbers  on  Palm  Sunday, 
adding  much  to  the  spirit  of  the  day.  Easter  was  observed  with 
special  music  by  the  choir  and  an  appropriate  sermon  by  the 
pastor.     Sister   Anna   Hutchison,    returned   missionary   to   China, 
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brought  a  touching  message  in  the  evening,  concerning  the 
suffering  and  sacrifices  of  the  missions  in  that  war-torn  land. 
The  deputation  team  of  La  Verne  College  were  our  guests  on  the 
evening  of  April  20,  presenting  an  inspiring  program  of  music 
and  speeches.  Our  communion  service  took  place  April  27.  At 
the  women's  missionary  meeting.  May  8,  Mrs.  Frank  Crumpacker 
was  the  speaker.  On  the  evening  of  the  ninth  nearly  a  hundred 
mothers  and  daughters  gathered  around  beautifully  decorated 
tables  in  the  church  bungalow  for  a  banquet  and  program. 
May  11  may  well  be  termed  missionary  day,  with  Bro.  Frank 
H.  Crumpacker,  missionary  to  China,  bringing  the  morning  mes- 
sage, and  his  wife  the  one  in  the  evening.  At  the  quarterly 
business  meeting,  May  16,  delegates  for  both  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  the  district  meeting  at  La  Verne  were  elected — for  the 
former,  our  pastor,  Bro.  Grant  T.  McGuire  and  Sister  J.  Z. 
Gilbert;  for  the  latter,  Brethren  McGuire  and  C.  F.  Rupel.  On 
the  evening  of  May  18  the  La  Verne  quartet  brought  messages 
in  song  which  were  greatly  appreciated.  Eliza  B.  Miller,  having 
served  many  years  in  India,  told  of  the  progress  of  missions  in 
that  land  at  the  evening  service  of  June  1.  The  next  Sunday 
being  children's  day,  the  children  had  charge  of  the  worship 
service  preceding  the  sermon  in  the  morning.  On  June  15  the 
congregation  greatly  appreciated  the  report  by  its  former  pas- 
tor. Bro.  F.  S.  Eisenbise,  on  his  part  in  the  relief  work  among 
the  refugees  in  Shanghai,  China.  All  services  for  June  22  were 
recalled  in  favor  of  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  A  red- 
letter  day  was  that  of  June  29,  when  a  special  effort  was  made 
to  have  former  members  and  friends  of  the  Pasadena  church 
worship  with  us.  Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff,  editor  of  our  Sunday-school 
literature,  brought  an  interesting  and  helpful  message  at  the 
morning  service.  A  picnic  lunch  was  enjoyed  at  Tournament 
Park  immediately  after  the  service.  In  the  afternoon  those  who 
wished  to  go  went  on  a  sight-seeing  tour  of  the  city.  In  the 
evening  Prof.  A.  F.  Brightbill  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  led 
the  assembly  in  a  spirited  song  service.  Our  pastor  and  wife 
are  spending  the  month  of  July  with  home  folks  in  Illinois  and 
Oklahoma.  We  have  been  blessed  with  many  missionary  ad- 
dresses during  the  quarter,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  Bro.  Bax- 
ter Mow  of  India  brought  the  last  one,  on  the  evening  of  July  5. 
at  which  time  he  emphasized  the  purpose  of  missions.  Several 
of  our  older  members  have  been  called  to  their  eternal  home  in 
the  last  few  months.  Four  persons  have  recently  been  added  to 
our  membership. — Maud  Newcomer,  Pasadena,  Calif.,  July   11. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — On  June  22  union  services  were  held  here  in  the  eve- 
'ning,  sponsored  by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  We  held  our  quarterly  coun- 
cil meeting  on  June  25  and  elected  a  new  nominating  committee. 
Brother  and  Sister  A.  C.  Heaston  were  chosen  as  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  The  total  offering  of  our  vacation  Bible  school 
this  year  amounted  to  $8.50,  which  will  be  used  to  buy  milk  for 
"babies  in  China.  This  amount  would  provide  for  about  283  ba- 
bies for  one  month.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  July  2,  with  our  pastor  in  charge.  Some  of  the  men 
met  recently  to  clean  the  church  grounds.  After  the  regular 
morning  worship  on  July  13  our  pastor  held  a  short  consecra- 
tion service  for  babies.  At  this  time  three  little  ones  were  ded- 
icated to  God.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  trying  a  new  plan  in  an 
endeavor  to  increase  our  attendance  and  interest.  We  decided 
to  continue  our  meetings  during  the  summer  months  and  meet 
at  the  different  homes.  We  also  voted  that  each  hostess  should 
serve  a  light  lunch.  Since  this  decision  was  made  we  have  met  at 
several  homes.  The  attendance  has  been  good  and  much  inter- 
est has  been  shown.  Our  next  meeting  will  be  with  Mrs.  Nellie 
Baker  on  July  24. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo., 
July  12. 

District  of  Columbia 
Washington  City. — On  the  evening  of  Good  Friday  our  pastor 
preached  on  the  subject.  Within  the  Shadows,  and  the  senior 
choir  rendered  the  Crucifixion.  In  order  to  accommodate  the 
large  attendance  on  Easter  Sunday  we  held  two  services  in  the 
morning — one  at  nine  o'clock  and  the  other  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Twenty-five  were  baptized  and  fourteen  received  by  letter  dur- 
ing the  Easter  season.  On  April  18  the  Bridgewater  glee  club 
gave  a  program  in  our  church.  On  April  20  a  breakfast  was 
sponsored  by  the  Grace  Missionary  Circle,  at  which  time  Sister 
Parker,  missionary  to  China,  was  the  speaker;  she  also  spoke 
at  the  evening  service.  On  May  1  at  our  women's  council  busi- 
ness meeting  Mrs.  Amos  Rieley  was  elected  president.  With  a 
view  to  accommodating  our  membership,  two  communion  serv- 
ices were  held  on  May  4.  Bro.  C.  E.  Resser  officiated  at  one,  and 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman,  at  the  other.  Mother's 
Day  was  appropriately  observed  by  a  consecration  service  for 
babies  and  also  a  program  by  the  primary,  junior  and  intermedi- 
ate departments  of  the  Sunday  school.  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer, 
returned  missionary  to  China,  spoke  at  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting 
May  11.  Our  annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held 
May  15  with  145  present.  On  May  13  the  Washington  chapter 
of  the  Bridgewater  College  Alumni  Association  held  their  an- 
nual banquet  at  our  church.  Vera  Compton,  one  of  our  Sunday- 
school  girls,  won  first  prize  in  the  District  of  Columbia  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  Bible  story  contest.  Several  of  the  children  from  our 
Sunday  school  have  won  this  prize  in  preceding  years.  While 
our  pastor  was  attending  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  the  home  ministers  filled  the  preaching  appointments; 
namely.  Brethren  J.  H.  Hollinger,  C.  E.  Resser,  J.  S.  Noffsinger 


and  Saylor  Cubbage.  Our  annual  Sunday-school  outing  was  held 
at  Kensington,  Md.,  June  21.  In  accordance  with  our  summer 
schedule  Sunday  school  begins  at  9:30  and  preaching  at  10:15. 
Evening  services  have  been  discontinued  during  July  and  August. 
A  great  many  young  people  are  coming  to  our  congregation  as 
a  result  of  being  called  here  to  accept  government  positions.  It 
is  very  commendable  on  the  part  of  young  people  when  leaving 
home  to  accept  positions  when  they  make  it  their  business  to 
first  find  the  church  of  their  faith. — Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Hollinger, 
Washington,   D.   C,  July   4. 

Illinois 

Romine. — Bro.  Dolar  Ritchey  of  Lawrenceville  held  a  two 
weeks'  meeting  here,  beginning  June  2.  His  messages  were  a 
great  inspiration  to  all  and  there  were  two  additions  to  the 
church.  On  June  22  Bro.  Benton  Rhodes  of  Astoria  took  up  the 
pastoral  work  here  and  will  fill  the  pulpit  until  time  for  him 
to  return  to  college.  Then  our  regular  pastor,  Bro.  Joe  Camp- 
bell, will  again  take  charge.  Brother  and  Sister  Campbell  have 
just  returned  from  a  trip  to  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  where  they 
visited  with  relatives  and  friends.  The  members  of  the  Hurri- 
cane Creek  church,  with  their  pastor,  Bro.  Ausby  Swinger,  came 
to  Romine  on  June  22  and  presented  the  play,  The  Lost  Church. 
It  taught  a  wonderful  lesson  and  we  greatly  appreciate  their 
coming  here.  Next  Sunday  will  be  our  regular  council  meeting 
and  we  hope  that  Bro.  George  Miller  of  Cerro  Gordo  will  be 
with  us.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sectional  meeting  was  held  here  on 
June  29  with  a  large  attendance.  We  had  a  basket  dinner  at  the 
noon  hour. — Mrs.  Merritt  Bryant,  Salem,  111.,  July  14. 

Indiana 

New  Hope. — On  June  16  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  came 
to  our  church  for  a  two  weeks'  revival.  They  labored  hard  and 
faithfully  and  as  a  result  fourteen  were  baptized  and  three  re- 
consecrated; we  have  all  been  built  up  spiritually.  The  attend- 
ance and  interest  increased  each  night.  Some  of  Bro.  Rollins' 
friends  from  Bloomington,  Ind.,  were  present  on  Sunday,  June 
29.  At  noon  a  bounteous  basket  dinner  was  served,  and  baptiz- 
ing was  held  in  the  afternoon  at  the  river.  In  the  evening  Bro. 
Rollins  gave  his  last  message  to  a  full  house.  Bro.  J.  Andrew 
Miller,  our  elder,  came  to  be  with  us  at  our  regular  quarterly 
business  meeting  on  Monday,  June  30.  We  voted  to  have  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Rollins  return  to  us  in  1943.  On  June  8  our  chil- 
dren's day  program  was  well  rendered.  Our  ladies'  aid,  under 
the  presidency  of  Sister  Verna  Murphy,  has  been  doing  some 
very  commendable  work.  We  meet  every  two  weeks  with  from 
ten  to  fifteen  present  at  each  meeting.  The  ladies'  aid  just 
presented  our  church  with  new  rubber  matting  for  the  aisles. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings  are  well  attended;  Bro.  Robert  Kaylor 
is  the  president. — Mary  Ullery,  Crothersville,  Ind.,  July  11. 

West  Goshen. — We  met  in  council  on  May  12;  one  letter  was 
granted  and  the  report  of  the  ministers  who  have  recently  vis- 
ited in  homes  of  the  members  was  given.  The  delegates  to  the 
district  conference  were  selected  as  follows:  Brethren  Ira  Shid- 
ler,  Lewis  Overholser  and  Albert  Krider  and  Sister  Mina  Ganger. 
On  June  8  Sister  Alice  Eby  of  N.  Manchester  gave  us  a  mission- 
ary address,  after  our  Conference  Offering  was  lifted,  which 
amounted  to  $517.95.  Bro.  M.  D.  Stutsman  represented  the  West 
Goshen  church  at  the  La  Verne  Annual  Conference.  On  Sun- 
day morning,  July  6,  he  gave  us  a  splendid  report  of  the  meet- 
ing and  his  trip.  June  9-20  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  in  the  West  Goshen  school  and  church  buildings  with  an 
enrollment  of  150  and  an  average  attendance  of  117.  An  eve- 
ning program  was  given  on  June  20  to  a  good  crowd  of  parents 
and  friends.  The  school  was  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Goshen  ministerial  association.  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  spoke  to 
us  twice  recently;  the  first  time  he  gave  a  temperance  message 
and  the  second  time  a  chart  talk  emphasizing  The  Cross. — Mrs. 
Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind.,  July  11. 

Kansas 

Morrill. — The  women  assembled  at  the  church  on  the  evening 
of  April  24  for  the  mother  and  daughter  tea.  A  fitting  program 
was  presented.  A  father  and  son  banquet  was  enjoyed  on 
May  6,  being  attended  by  nearly  300.  The  main  speaker  was 
Gov.  Payne  Ratner.  The  Mother's  Day  sermon  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie,  was  very  inspiring.  It  was  preceded  by  a 
consecration  service  for  three  infants.  Since  our  last  writing, 
four  Sunday-school  pupils  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.  Our  communion  service  was  held  May  27.  The  chil- 
dren's day  program  was  May  15  at  the  church  hour.  On  June  22 
a  basket  dinner  was  partaken  of  by  the  members  of  the  church, 
after  which  some  questions  pertaining  to  the  church  were  con- 
sidered. Our  young  people  gave  a  program  at  the  evening 
service,  July  6,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor.  The  Servants  of 
the  Master  class  met  in  an  all-day  meeting  lately  to  sew  for 
refugees,  and  the  ladies'  aid  is  busy  contributing  to  many  in 
need.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  district  meeting  of  North- 
eastern Kansas  to  be  held  here  in  October. — Mrs.  Clint  Stover, 
Morrill,   Kans.,   July  9. 

Parsons. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  May  4  with  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Lawrence  E.  Lehman,  officiating.  Forty  members  com- 
muned. A  very  interesting  two-week  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held,  beginning  June  9,  with  an  average  attendance  of  thirty. 
Bro.  Lehman  supervised  the  school,  with  several  of  the  young 
teachers  as  helpers.     On  Mother's  Day  we  were  happy  to  have 
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the  a  cappella  choir  from  McPherson  College  with  us.  The  fine 
program  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  heard  it.  It  was  their  first 
trip  to  Parsons,  but  we  hope  they  will  come  again.  We  held  a 
members'  meeting  on  July  6,  at  which  time  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Our 
church  choir  is  helpful  to  the  services  and  very  much  appreci- 
ated. Brethren  Lehman  and  Q.  D.  Reed  were  chosen  as  dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  this  fall,  to  be  held  in  the  Gales- 
burg  church.  Bro.  Lehman  and  wife  were  ordained  into  the 
office  of  elder.  Bro.  Oliver  Clark  and  wife  were  installed  into 
the  deacon's  office.  The  young  people  met  at  the  parsonage  last 
week  and  organized  a  young  married  people's  class.  The  name 
of  the  class  is  Home  Builders.  Bro.  Ralph  McCune  was  elected 
president.  We  are  expecting  a  great  deal  from  this  class.  Re- 
cently we  had  an  opportunity  to  trade  our  parsonage  for  a  house 
across  the  street  from  the  church.  It  is  well  located  and  will 
be  to  a  much  better  advantage  for  the  pastor  and  his  family. 
The  ladies'  aid,  with  the  help  of  some  of  the  classes  and  per- 
sonal donations,  purchased  a  living  room  suite  for  the  parsonage. 
Two  Sunday-school  boys  were  baptized  and  two  received  by 
letter. — Mrs.   J.   A.   Campbell,   Parsons,   Kans.,   July   13. 

Maryland 

Meadow  Branch. — We  recently  held  a  mother  and  daughter 
meeting  which  was  largely  attended.  An  interesting  program 
was  given.  During  the  banquet  appropriate  talks  were  made 
by  guest  speakers  and  others.  A  joint  class-meeting  of  the 
Faithful  Workers  and  Sunshine  Band  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  May  14  in  the  home  of  Eld.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Roop.  Bro.  E.  E. 
Baugher  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  was  the  guest  speaker.  Elder  Roop 
was  our  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  On  the  way  to  the 
Conference  Bro.  Roop  visited  either  in  the  homes  or  in  the 
churches  of  about  thirty  congregations  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  He  took  part  in  the  silver  anniversary  of  the  De- 
troit church;  preached  in  North  Dakota  and  Washington;  as- 
sisted in  the  councils  of  some  congregations  and  spent  three 
Sundays  in  the  Seattle  congregation  while  visiting  his  son,  Earl, 
who  is  elder  in  charge  of  that  congregation.  He  traveled 
through  about  one-half  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  covering  a 
distance  of  11,500  miles  in  about  two  months.  He  made  a  report 
of  the  Annual  Meeting  to  his  home  congregation  on  the  day  after 
his  arrival  home.  Bro.  W.  A.  Keeny  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  deliv- 
ered a  very  appropriate  sermon  on  Mother's  Day  in  this  congre- 
gation. The  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June  16-27. 
There  were  ninety-nine  pupils  enrolled,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  eighty-five.  The  superintendents  were  Mrs.  Ruth 
Roop  Rinehart  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Grove.  Besides  the  superintend- 
ents, there  were  four  other  principal  teachers.  A  closing  pro- 
gram was  well  rendered  on  the  evening  of  June  27.  There  was 
a  splendid  display  of  unusually  fine  and  useful  handwork  done 
by  the  children.  The  audience  was  exceptionally  large.  The 
liberal  offering  made  it  possible  to  defray  the  entire  expense 
of  operating  this  school.  A  joint  Sunday-school  and  adult  class 
meeting  was  held  on  July  9  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Walter  Fritz.  Our  missionary  committee  has  arranged  for  a  six 
weeks'  series  of  cottage  prayer  meetings  to  be  held  prior  to  our 
evangelistic  meeting  which  will  begin  on  Aug.  17,  conducted  by 
Dr.  R.  W.  Schlosser.  The  interest  and  attendance  at  Sunday 
school  and  the  preaching  service  show  no  signs  of  falling  off  dur- 
ing the  summer  months. — William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md., 
July  9. 

Slone  Bridge. — After  proper  procedure  by  the  church  to  be- 
come a  separate  congregation,  the  district  meeting,  held  April  17, 
voted  unanimously  to  accept  this  decision  as  presented  to  them 
by  Bro.  S.  F.  Spitzer,  elder  in  charge.  Bro.  J.  S.  Bowlus  pre- 
sided at  the  business  meeting  for  the  organization  of  the  con- 
gregation. Bro.  S.  F.  Spitzer  was  chosen  elder  for  three  years. 
Other  officers  of  the  church  were  retained.  The  church  agreed 
that  the  name  of  the  congregation  be  Stone  Bridge.  From  May 
12  to  26  Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe  of  Vienna,  Va.,  was  with  us  in  a  series 
of  meetings.  These  meetings  were  well  attended.  The  messages 
were  most  interesting  and  inspiring.  Two  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  The  love  feast  was  held  on  May  25.  The 
church  is  planning  for  the  annual  harvest  home-coming  serv- 
ice to  be  held  Sept.  14,  with  a  morning  and  afternoon  service. 
This  also  is  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  the  church.  The 
program  committee  is  hoping  to  make  this  meeting  an  interest- 
ing one,  and  invites  all  former  friends  to  these  services. — Cora 
Winters,   Hancock,   Md.,  July   15. 

Michigan 

Elmdale.— Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Baldwin  of  Chicago  con- 
ducted a  very  successful  evangelistic  meeting  from  May  27  to 
June  9.  Four  were  baptized  and  fourteen  reconsecrated  their 
lives.  On  June  9  we  held  our  spring  love  feast,  with  about 
eighty  present.  On  June  14  we  met  in  our  regular  quarterly 
business  meeting.  Brethren  Stephen  Weaver  and  Ovid  Miller 
were  chosen  delegates  to  district  meeting.  We  decided  to  have 
a  new  roof  put  on  the  west  half  of  the  church.  On  Sunday 
evening,  June  29,  we  had  our  children's  day  program.  On  May 
22  a  joint  women's  group  meeting  was  held  at  our  church.  Rep- 
resentatives were  present  from  Grand  Rapids,  Lansing,  Sun- 
field,  Woodland  and  Thornapple.  The  junior  Sunday  school  pur- 
chased material  for  new  curtains  for  their  main  Sunday-school 
room.  The  aid  society  purchased  new  shades  for  the  church 
windows.     They   also   made   a   pack   to   be   used    in    one    of   our 


Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Before  the  evangelistic  meet- 
ings the  trustees  put  up  the  church  window  screens  and  hung 
new  screen   doors. — Mrs.   Ray  Wieland,   Freeport,  Mich.,   July   7. 

Sugar  Ridge. — This  church  has  been  very  busy.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  two  quilts  in  the  frames  all  the  time.  On  April  13  the 
young  people's  class  had  charge  of  the  worship  hour.  Bro.  Ho- 
mer Kiracofe  of  Bethany  Seminary  gave  us  the  Easter  sermon. 
On  May  12  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  with 
120  present.  The  young  men  were  the  waiters.  On  May  18  Bro. 
Howard  Deal  of  the  Onekama  church  gave  us  a  splendid  sermon. 
On  May  25  Bro.  Homer  Kiracofe  began  as  our  summer  pastor; 
he  is  doing  fine  work.  We  started  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
on  June  9  with  Bro.  Kiracofe  as  director.  It  continued  for  two 
weeks  with  111  children  and  eighteen  teachers  and  officers  en- 
rolled. Fifty-four  children  had  perfect  attendance;  several 
wished  they  could  go  to  Bible  school  all  summer.  On  July  2 
we  met  in  council  meeting  and  decided  to  have  our  pastor  hold 
a  revival  meeting  here  July  20 — Aug.  3.  We  also  elected  our 
officers  for  the  coming  year. — Mrs.  Eliza  Blocher,  Custer,  Mich., 
July  13. 

Suniield. — The  children  gave  a  program  on  Easter  Sunday  and 
the  young  people  gave  a  pageant  in  the  evening.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  on  June  8  with  Bro.  Hiram  Peters  in  charge. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were  chosen  as  follows:  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Walter  Kimmel.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our 
revival  meetings  which  will  begin  the  last  week  of  September. 
Bro.  Howard  J.  Kreider  of  Milford,  Ind.,  is  to  be  the  evangelist. 
Our  children's  day  program,  A  Basket  of  Flowers,  was  given 
on  the  evening  of  June  29. — Mrs.  Oscar  Ulrey,  Vermontville, 
Mich.,   July    15. 

North  Carolina 
New  Haven. — On  Mother's  Day  the  young  people  gave  the 
mothers  of  the  community  a  surprise  dinner.  Small  gifts  were 
given  to  each  mother.  In  the  evening  a  program  especially  for 
the  parents  was  presented  by  the  young  people  and  children. 
Brother  and  Sister  Newton  L.  Poling  held  a  two-week  revival 
and  Bible  school  in  June.  At  the  close  of  the  Bible  school  the 
children  brought  gifts  of  money  to  be  used  for  mission  work. 
Three  new  members  were  added  to  the  church  and  the  congre- 
gation as  a  whole  was  inspired  and  strengthened.  During  the 
week  end  of  May  30 — June  1,  the  young  people  of  New  Haven 
and  Mount  Carmel  held  a  conference  for  the  district  young  peo- 
ple. It  was  the  first  meeting  of  its  kind  to  be  held  in  our  dis- 
trict, in  that  the  leaders  and  those  appearing  on  the  program 
were  from  this  district. — Nancy  Reed,  Sparta,  N.  C,  July  15. 

Ohio 

Bear  Creek. — The  pre-Easter  services  conducted  for  us  by  Bro. 
Paul  H.  Bowman  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  were  well  attended  and  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us.  Since  the  close  of  these  meetings  four 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Omer  B.  Maphis 
conducted  our  communion  on  May  24  and  preached  for  us  on  the 
following  morning.  The  work  of  our  extension  department,  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  has  resulted  in  a 
noticeable  increase  in  our  Sunday-school  attendance;  we  feel 
we  have  only  begun  in  this  work.  On  July  6  Bro.  Parker  Filbrun 
gave  us  a  report  from  Annual  Conference,  and  Sister  Filbrun 
shared  some  of  the  inspiration  and  experiences  she  received  at 
Conference  with  the  Aid  Society  women  on  the  following 
Wednesday.  On  July  13  our  choir  gave  a  musical  program  at  the 
morning  service,  and  in  the  evening  the  dramatic  club  of  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  A  Man  and  His  Money,  a  two-act  play  with 
a  good  message. — Anna  V.  Stoner,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  July   16. 

Covington. — During  the  spring  months  we  have  been  inspired 
by  messages  from  some  able  ministers:  Brethren  Kinsel,  Fisher, 
Stover,  Beery  and  our  own  new  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  April  9  with  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  presiding.  At 
our  mothers  and  daughters  banquet.  May  7,  the  speaker  was 
Mrs.  Shank.  On  Sunday  evening,  May  11,  the  mission  band  and 
choir  of  the  West  Dayton  church  put  on  a  play  which  was  well 
received.  On  May  28  a  number  of  willing  workers  with  trucks 
moved  Bro.  Shank  and  family  to  Covington.  Children's  day  was 
fittingly  observed  on  June  29.  The  installation  of  our  pastor, 
which  was  in  charge  of  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  of  the  district 
ministerial  board,  a  basket  dinner,  and  a  welcome  service  in  the 
afternoon,  were  held  on  July  6.  Two  hundred  twenty-five  folks 
partook  of  the  meal.  An  altar  rail  has  been  added  to  the  church 
by  way  of  interior  decoration. — Mrs.  Fred  A.  Watson,  Coving- 
ton,   Ohio,    July    11. 

East  Chippewa. — We  convened  in  regular  quarterly  council  on 
July  7.  The  church  treasurer  and  the  missionary  treasurer  both 
gave  good  reports.  One  letter  of  membership  was  received. 
It  was  decided  to  remove  the  church  sheds  and  thus  provide 
more  parking  space.  The  average  attendance  at  Sunday  school 
for  the  past  quarter  was  152  with  an  average  collection  of 
$13.62.  On  June  8  the  Richland  church  presented  the  play. 
Peace  I  Give  Unto  You,  to  a  good  audience.  Our  own  group 
very  ably  gave  a  Mother's  Day  pageant,  Motherhood  Garden,  and 
also  presented  each  mother  with  a  carnation.  During  Bro.  Mc- 
Fadden's  absence  while  holding  meetings  this  spring,  the  pulpit 
was  filled  by  Brethren  S.  A.  Showalter,  D.  F.  Stuckey,  I.  W. 
Royer,  A.  B.  Horst  and  Russell  Bollinger.  At  the  present  time 
Bro.  Kahle  from  Virginia  is  giving  his  lectures  on  Money  Man- 
agement.    The  church  is  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Bro. 
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Rufus  Bucher,  July  27,  for  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting. 
The  men's  group  has  organized  a  chorus  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  S.  S.  King.  We  hope  to  hear  from  them  during  our  re- 
vival. A  number  of  our  women  attended  women's  day  at  Camp 
Zion  on  June  25.  We  had  two  bags  of  new  and  used  clothing  and 
bedding  for  relief.  We  are  now  sewing  so  as  to  be  ready  with 
more  when  the  next  call  comes.  The  ladies  have  decided  to  do 
some  canning  for  Bethany  Hospital  in  Chicago.  We  also  fur- 
nished two  of  the  packets  for  Camp  Lagro.  For  various  reasons, 
the  children's  day  program  had  to  be  postponed.  The  commit- 
tee is  now  planning  to  give  it  Sunday  evening,  July  20. — Sarah 
Blough,   Sterling,  Ohio,  July   14. 

Oklahoma 
Big  Creek. — Because  of  much  sickness  in  the  community  all  of 
our  services  have  been  greatly  interrupted  during  the  past  sev- 
eral months.  Sister  Bertha  Frantz  of  Guthrie,  Okla.,  conducted 
a  leadership  training  class  here  from  April  28  to  May  2.  We 
regret  that  the  attendance  was  small,  but  those  availing  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  received  a  great  blessing.  We  are  in- 
debted to  Sister  Frantz  for  her  efforts  in  our  midst.  Bro.  Iken- 
berry  of  A.  and  M.  College,  Stillwater,  Okla.,  was  our  guest 
speaker  on  Sunday  evening,  May  11.  His  address.  Playing  the 
Game,  was  a  challenge  to  better  living.  Dr.  Muerman,  also  from 
Stillwater,  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  his  travels  to  foreign 
lands  on  the  evening  of  May  18,  which  was  both  interesting  and 
educational.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Thomas  of  the  First  Colored 
Baptist  church  in  Cushing,  Okla.,  were  guest  speakers  at  the 
men's  and  women's  meetings  on  Sunday  evening,  May  25.  Dur- 
ing the  church  period  Rev.  Thomas  spoke  and  his  choir  of  nine- 
teen voices  rendered  special  numbers  in  music.  We  appreciated 
their  services.  At  our  June  council  Brethren  R.  A.  Byerly  and 
Orville  Pote  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting,  and 
Charles  and  Oliver  H.  Kinzie  were  elected  as  Sunday-school  dele- 
gates. It  was  decided  to  share  half  the  camp  fees  of  any  of  our 
young  people  desiring  to  go  to  camp.  During  the  absence  of 
our  pastor  and  family,  who  were  visiting  in  Ohio  for  several 
weeks,  the  morning  messages  were  given  by  Brethren  Walter 
Fillmore,  Cushing,  Okla.:  Ralph  Holsinger,  Coalgate,  Okla.;  and 
James  Berkebile,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  respectively.  All  were  chal- 
lenges to  more  consecrated  living.  We  were  very  glad  to  have 
Bro.  Dewey  E.  Rowe  and  wife,  and  Bro.  Stombaugh  and  family, 
all  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  with  us  during  the  morning  services  on  June 
29.  They  were  en  route  home  from  the  Conference  at  La  Verne. 
They  had  driven  180  miles  that  morning  so  as  to  be  able  to  at- 
tend services  where  Bro.  Byerly  was  pastor. — Abbie  S.  Pote,  Rip- 
ley,  Okia.,  July   15. 

Tennessee 
Beaver  Creek. — The  church  met  in  council  on  July  13.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Howard  Crumley  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting.  The  appearance  of  our  church  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  our  new  seats.  The  Sunday  school  is  progressing 
nicely. — Mrs.    Howard    Crumley,    Fountain    City,   Tenn.,   July    16. 

Virginia 

Midland. — Our  love  feast  was  held  in  the  Midland  house  on 
May  17.  On  the  following  Tuesday  afternoon  the  members  gave 
the  house  a  general  cleaning.  On  May  31  we  met  in  regular 
council  in  the  Mt.  Herman  house.  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  was 
chosen  as  delegate  to  the  Annual  Meeting  at  La  Verne.  We  de- 
cided to  give  him  $10  to  help  with  his  expenses.  Delegates  to 
district  meeting  are  Brethren  J.  A.  Hinegardner  and  R.  A.  Hed- 
dings.  Bro.  Earl  Flohr  from  Vienna,  Va.,  was  with  us  Sunday 
morning,  June  15,  and  spoke  on  The  Peace  Position  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  gave  us  some  splendid  information 
on  the  peace  and  war  situation  and  about  our  Brethren  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps.  In  the  evening  he  spoke  at  the  Mt.  Her- 
mon  house.  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  from  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  will  be 
with  us  in  an  evangelistic  service  Aug.  1-10. — Mrs.  Wm.  S.  Hed- 
dings,  Catlett,  Va.,  July  6. 

Mount  Joy. — Since  our  last  report  one  has  been  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Allen  Hoover,  came  for  the 
business  meeting  on  March  29  and  also  brought  an  inspiring 
sermon  to  us  on  April  6  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Broughman.  At  the  business  meeting  favorable  reports  were 
made.  We  are  happy  to  say  that  part  of  our  church  budget  for 
the  year  has  already  been  sent  in.  Various  committees  were 
appointed  to  take  care  of  revival  meetings  and  other  business. 
A  number  of  our  church  people  attended  the  district  meeting  in 
addition  to  our  delegates,  Mrs.  Everett  Saxton,  Mrs.  Gladys 
Camper  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hymer.  Interesting  reports  were 
brought  back.  Our  pastor  filled  her  regular  appointment  on 
June  1.  Bro.  O.  L.  Bryan  filled  his  appointment  on  May  18,  and 
on  June  15  we  had  a  visiting  minister  and  a  quartet  from  Lynch- 
burg, Va.  We  expect  our  vacation  Bible  school  to  begin  July  27 
and  end  with  home-coming  day  on  Aug.  3. — Mrs.  Alvin  Walker, 
Buchanan,  Va.,  June  27. 

Mt.  Hermon. — Bro.  E.  C.  Woodie  of  Troutville,  Va.,  was  the 
evangelist  for  our  revival  meeting  April  21  to  May  4.  His  in- 
spiring messages  were  challenging  to  all  of  us,  and  thirteen  came 
into  the  church  by  baptism.  During  the  month  of  April  the 
young  people  took  for  their  discussion  topic,  Friendship  and 
Home  Relations.  To  close  the  study  a  Mother's  Day  program  was 
given  depicting  the  relationship  of  a  mother  and  her  son.  At 
the   regular   council   meeting   W.   A.   Haynes   and   C.   L.   Fulcher 


were  selected  to  serve  as  delegates  at  district  meeting.  While 
the  pastor,  Bro.  S.  H.  Flora,  was  away  for  a  two  weeks'  meeting, 
appointments  on  Sunday  morning  were  filled  by  Brethren  P.  E. 
Bowman  and  S.  H.  Flora,  Jr.  We  are  happy  to  have  the  Brethren 
Hymnal  in  our  church  now.  On  June  16  Mary  Naff  of  Boone 
Mill,  Va.,  came  to  be  with  us  for  two  weeks  and  help  with  the 
music.  We  had  a  combined  Bible  and  singing  school  each  morn- 
ing for  the  children.  The  adults  met  each  night  for  hymn  prac- 
tice and  study.  We  are  looking  forward  to  an  all-day  home-com- 
ing service  on  Aug.  31. — Leah  Flora,  Bassett,  Va.,  July  3. 

Topeco. — Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  May  3.  Bro. 
S.  B.  Alderman  acted  as  moderator  and  Bro.  A.  W.  Hylton  con- 
ducted the  devotions.  One  letter  was  received  and  one  was 
granted.  A  piano  has  been  bought,  which  is  a  great  addition  to 
our  church.  We  have  decided  to  retain  the  organ.  The  young 
people  and  juniors  presented  two  interesting  pageants  on  Moth- 
er's Day.  The  young  people  gave  a  supper  on  the  church  lawn 
for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  A  nice  sum  was  realized.  Bro. 
Wendell  Flory,  our  summer  pastor,  is  now  with  us.  For  the  past 
two  weeks  he,  with  three  other  teachers,  has  been  conducting  a 
vacation  Bible  school  for  the  children.  We  also  had  classes  one 
week  at  night  for  the  young  people  and  adults.  Bro.  Flory  and 
C.  C.  Reed  took  the  junior  boys  for  an  overnight  camping  trip 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Bro.  S.  B.  Alderman,  acting  as  a 
delegate,  attended  the  Annual  Conference. — Leeta  M.  Weddle, 
Floyd,    Va.,   June   30. 

West  Virginia 

Keyser. — The  attendance  at  our  Sunday  school  has  shown  a 
fine  increase  during  the  past  two  quarters.  Our  pre-Easter  serv- 
ices were  well  attended.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter, 
preached.  As  a  result,  eleven  were  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  The  communion  service  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  preceding  Easter,  with  the  largest  number  in  attend- 
ance in  the  history  of  the  church.  The  Easter  offering,  which 
was  applied  on  the  church  debt,  was  around  $800.  The  young 
people  of  our  church  joined  with  the  young  people  from  the 
other  churches  in  the  city  in  a  union  sunrise  Easter  service.  The 
service  began  with  Easter  hymns  broadcast  from  our  church 
tower.  We  observed  children's  day  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
June.  The  children  gave  a  beautiful  program  entitled  We  Would 
See  Jesus.  Our  church  joined  in  the  union  vacation  Bible  school 
held  June  2-13.  Several  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
youth  conference  on  Christian  education  held  at  Petersburg 
May  23,  24.  The  main  speaker  at  this  conference  was  Bro.  H. 
Spenser  Minnich  of  Elgin.- — Mrs.  Nellie  McNeill,  Keyser,  W.  Va., 
July   5. 

Martinsburg-Vanclevesville. — There  have  been  many  blessings 
from  the  Lord  during  this  first  year  in  our  new  church  building. 
Goal  Sundays  were  set  for  rally  day,  Christmas  and  Easter,  with 
the  result  that  $1,500  was  raised  by  freewill  offerings  toward 
our  building  fund.  After  Bro.  Harold  Snider  was  called  Jan.  1 
to  Lewistown,  Pa.,  our  local  student  minister,  Bro.  Ralph  C. 
Arbaugh,  was  elected  pastor-in-charge  to  serve  until  a  new 
pastor   could   be   elected.     During   this   time   the   prophecy   class 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1  Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16;  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
18;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and  aged    (Acts  6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18);  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;   1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  2,  1941 


31 


undertook  to  carry  the  gospel  to  those  needing  the  word,  in- 
stead of  waiting  for  them  to  come  to  the  church.  By  going  out 
every  Sunday  afternoon  and  working  until  time  for  evening 
services,  many  souls  were  brought  to  Christ.  Also,  cottage 
prayer  meetings  and  evangelistic  services  were  started  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  midweek  prayer  meeting  and  Bible  study. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  divided  into  four  groups  with  a  combined  mem- 
bership of  105.  With  Lee  Custer  as  general  president,  they  are 
striving  for  a  more  spiritual  department.  The  Sunday  school, 
with  Bro.  Earl  Lane  as  general  superintendent,  is  steadily  grow- 
ing, making  it  necessary  to  organize  three  new  classes.  The 
missionary  society  and  the  ladies'  aid  are  both  working  hard  for 
the  advancement  of  the  kingdom.  At  the  regular  spring  council 
our  elder,  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon,  was  re-elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Then  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  April  Bro.  Dixon,  assisted 
by  Sister  Dixon,  conducted  evangelistic  services.  More  than 
thirty  confessed  Christ  during  the  meeting,  twenty-one  of  whom 
already  have  been  baptized.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  May  4. 
This  was  by  far  the  largest  and  most  spiritual  love  feast  ever 
to  have  been  held  in  Martinsburg.  Preceding  the  love  feast  a 
called  council  was  conducted  by  our  elder,  at  which  time  Eld. 
J.  I.  Byler  of  Lehighton,  Pa.,  was  elected  pastor  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote.  The  pastoral  committee  announced  that  Bro. 
Byler  accepted  the  call  and  would  come  June  1.  We  feel  the 
Lord  has  great  things  in  store  for  us  if  we  but  trust  him. — 
Nellie  B.   Ash,   Martinsburg,   W.   Va.,   May  24. 

Sunnyside. — Our  church  assembled  in  council  on  May  3  with  a 
good  representation.  The  election  of  officers  was  held,  and  we 
re-elected  as  our  paster  and  elder  Bro.  B.  W.  Smith.  Our  evan- 
gelistic meeting  was  held  by  Bro.  E.  E.  Muntzing  May  25 — 
June  8.  There  was  always  a  good  crowd  present  to  listen  to 
the  interesting  and  soul-stirring  sermons.  Twelve  were  added 
to  the  church.  Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely  under 
the  supervision  of  Talmage  Gardner  and  Carl  Doll,  two  of  our 
young  brethren.  The  school  gave  a  nice  Mother's  Day  program, 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  The  young  people  have  organized  a 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  have  pledged  fifty  dollars  for  the  church  debt. 
The  Bible  class  also  pledged  fifty  dollars,  and  our  aid  society 
will  pay  one  hundred  dollars  in  August.  We  hope  to  clear  the 
debt  in  the  rlear  future. — Mrs.  Casper  Robey,  New  Creek,  W. 
Va.,    July    15. 

Wikel. — Sister  Garnet  Tiller  of  the  Smith's  Chapel  church, 
Mercer  County,  W.  Va.,  began  a  revival  at  Wikel,  a  mission  point 
of  the  Spruce  Run  church,  on  June  15  and  continued  for  two 
weeks.  Much  interest  was  shown  during  these  services.  Six 
were  baptized  and  many  reconsecrated  their  lives  to  the  Lord's 
work. — Lena  B.  Shaver,  Lindside,  W.  Va.,  July   13. 


FORWARD  WITH 
CHRISTIAN  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

IN    OUR 
BRETHREN    COLLEGES    AND    SEMINARY 


BY  OUR  SEPARATION  of  Church  and 
State,  state  universities,  colleges,  and  nor- 
mal schools  are  legally  restrained  from 
teaching  Christianity.  Students  are  young, 
inexperienced,  away  from  home,  and  mak- 
ing life  decisions.  Some  professors  shake 
the  faith  of  students  by  agnosticism  and 
skepticism.  Students  become  the  leaders  of 
the  state,  the  school,  and  the  church.  They 
must  be  Christ's  men  and  women.  They 
need  CHRIST  and  the  CHURCH. 


Write  for  a  catalog  of  the  Brethren  college 
in  your  area 

GENERAL   EDUCATION   BOARD 
Church  of  the  Brethren 


Someone  has  said  that  our  pioneer  Brethren  were 
more  interested  in  living  Christian  lives  than  in  main- 
taining personal  records.  However,  there  were  those 
who  kept  diaries  that  have  proved  very  valuable.  One 
cannot  help  but  have  a  new  appreciation  of  these  great 
prophets  of  God  who  blazed  new  trails  through  the 
wilderness,  set  up  substantial  homes  and  churches  on 
the  great  American  frontiers. 

Today  we  think  one  has  done  a  lot  of  traveling  with 
our  fast  motor  cars,  but  to  think  that  one  of  those  early 
preachers  should  have  traveled  more  than  100,000  miles 
on  horseback  over  new  trails,  being  gone  months  at  a 
time,  preaching  wherever  he  went,  at  the  same  time  re- 
sponsible for  his  farm  to  make  a  livelihood — this  is  an 
accomplishment  and  a  heritage  that  should  challenge 
every  one  of  us. 

Repeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  record  the  lives 
of  many  of  these  early  leaders  but  sources  are  scarce. 
Some  of  these  books  are  still  to  be  had  and  should  be 
valued  in  every  Brethren  home. 

Requests  continually  come  for  Brethren  History  books 
that  are  now  out  of  print.  Don't  be  disappointed  but 
order  your  copy  of  the  following  books  before  it  is  too 
late.     Some  of  these  are  limited.     Adv. 

Builders  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  John  S. 
Flory.     60c. 

Brief  biographies  of  men  who  played  a  leading  part  in 
founding  and  carrying  on  our  church.  History  being 
the  biography  of  leading  men  and  women,  we  have  here 
a  very  real  history  of  our  church. 

The  Boy  and  the  Man.    J.  H.  Moore.     35c. 

Though  handicapped  with  defective  hearing,  an  im- 
pediment in  his  speech  and  with  very  little  schooling 
the  author  became  a  leader  in  the  church  and  the  editor 
of  the  church  paper  for  about  a  third  of  a  century.  His 
own  story  reads  well  and  will  be  an  inspiration  to  all 
who  read  it. 

Some  Who  Led.  D.  L.  Miller  and  Galen  B.  Royer. 
25c. 

Contains  brief  sketches  of  the  lives  of  more  than  fifty 
brethren  who  were  church  leaders  in  the  past.  In  addi- 
tion there  are  reproductions  of  many  rare  photographs. 

Christopher  Sower  and  Son.    H.  A.  Brandt.     75c. 

An  interesting  story  of  the  two  Christopher  Sowers, 
who  printed  the  first  Bible  in  a  European  language  1743, 
the  first  Bible  printed  with  paper  made  in  America  1763, 
and  the  first  Bible  printed  from  type  made  in  America 
1776 — Godly  men  who  stood  for  principle  above  safety. 

Meet  Henry  Kurtz.     H.  A.  Brandt.     $1.00. 

An  interesting  life  story  of  the  man  who  started  our 
first  church  paper  which  has  resulted  in  our  present 
Gospel  Messenger  and  the  Publishing  House.  An  active 
elder  and  writing  clerk  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Some  Brethren  Pathfinders.     J.  H.  Moore.     35c. 

Biographies  of  some  of  the  men  who  helped  to  make 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  author  knew  personal- 
ly most  of  these  men  and  tells  his  stories  so  that  facts 
read  like  romance. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 
Elgin,  Illinois 
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Review  by  F.  E.  Mallott  in  "Schwarzenau" 

"This  is  the  first  general  history  of  the  church  which  has  been  written 
since  1919.  It  was  time  for  a  fresh  retelling  of  the  saga  of  Brotherhood  which 
began  at  Schwarzenau.  The  author  is  eminently  gualified  to  write  the  story. 
Whatever  virtue  we  should  expect  in  such  a  history  written  by  J.  E.  Miller  we 
should  expect  it  to  be  interesting.  It  is.  This  history  is  written  particularly  for 
young  people.  We  believe  it  will  be  of  genuine  value  to  the  many  (we  hope 
very  many)  young  people  who  read  it.  A  book  that  will  hold  the  attention  of 
young  men  and  women  will  also  instruct  their  elders.  The  fourteen  chapters  are 
all  interesting,  but  the  last  chapter,  "Our  Heritage,"  stands  out  as  one  of  the 
best  chapters  in  Brethren  literature." 

THE  BOOK 

contains  183  pages,  divided  into  the  following  chapters: 


10.  District  Meeting 

11.  The  Press 

12.  Brethren  Schools 

13.  To  Other  Lands 

14.  Our  Heritage 


Preface  Introduction 

1.  Beginnings 

2.  Leaving  Europe 

3.  Mack  Comes  to  America 

4.  Activities      Before      Eighteen 
Hundred 

5.  Southward 

6.  Westward  in  Pennsylvania 

7.  North  of  the  Ohio 

8.  Beyond  the  Mississippi 

9.  Annual  Meeting 


THE  AUTHOR 

To  the  older  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  the 
author  needs  no  introduction,  having  been  for  a 
number  of  years  book  editor,  efficient  secretary  of 
our  Annual  Meeting,  editor  of  Sunday-school  publi- 
cations, world  traveler,  college  president  and  public 
school  teacher.  A  native  of  Illinois,  he  has  been 
closely  associated  with  church  leaders  for  more 
than  a  half  century. 

ONE  PASTOR  SAYS: 

"Sunday  morning  I  announced  that  I  had  six 
copies  of  THE  STORY  OF  OUR  CHURCH  on  the 

table  at  the  door,  and  anyone  who  wanted  one  could  get  it  and  leave  the 
money  on  the  table.  When  I  went  over  to  the  table  after  all  were  out,  every 
book  was  gone  and  I  didn't  even  have  a  copy  left  for  myself.  Please  send 
me  five  more  copies  on  consignment  as  before.  I  believe  we  may  be  able  to 
sell  that  many  more." 

Try  this  in  your  church. 

Until  October  1,  1941,  single  copy  orders  will  be  autographed  if  reguested. 
The  binding  is  cloth  and  the  price  is  $1.25  postpaid.    Order  today. 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE   Elgin,   Illinois 


Gospel  Messenger 


The  Amwell  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  located  one  mile  east  of  Sergeantsville,  six  miles 
from  Flemington,  the  county  seat  of  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.  The  present  building  was 
built  in  1856,  on  the  same  site  on  which  was  built  the  first  Brethren  church  in  New 
Jersey.     See  article,  Our  Third  Church  in  America,  page  23. 
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Around  the  World 


Gov.  Murray  D.  Van  Wagoner  has 

appointed  the  Rev.  DeWitt  Jones, 
prominent  Detroit  clergyman,  to  the 
Michigan   Corrections   Commission. 

In  a  community  enterprise  doc- 
trinal differences  were  forgotten. 
At  Tuolumne,  Calif.,  non-Catholics 
joined  with  members  of  the  local 
parish  in  roofing  a  new  Catholic 
church. 

The  British  Broadcasting  Corpora- 
tion has  instituted  a  minute  of  si- 
lence each  evening  at  nine  o'clock. 
This  came  in  response  to  a  wide- 
spread demand  for  some  means  of 
expressing  the  British  feeling  of 
solidarity  and  dedication  to  a  cause. 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  special  committee  on 
conscientious  objectors  to  co-operate 
with  the  National  Service  Board  for 
Religious  Objectors  and  with  simi- 
lar committees  to  be  appointed  by 
other  rabbinical  bodies  was  adopted 
by  the  Central  Conference  of  Amer- 
ican Rabbis. 

An  educational  campaign  designed 
to  bring  about  a  change  of  attitude 
among  employers  in  industries 
where  discrimination  has  been 
shown  against  racial  minorities  is 
being  conducted  by  the  Federal 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America.  The  campaign  is  being 
carried  on  in  industrial  centers 
through  church  groups  and  allied 
agencies. 

More  than  2,000  Protestant  min- 
isters, from  every  state,  have  now 
signed  the  statement  voicing  "un- 
alterable opposition"  to  America's 
"present  threatened  belligerency," 
and  pledging  themselves  not  to  use 
their  ministry  to  "bless,  sanction  or 
support  war,"  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement by  Rev.  John  Nevin 
Sayre,  secretary  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation. 


Southern  Presbyterians  plan  to 
raise  $145,000  to  expand  their  fa- 
cilities for  men  in  the  military  serv- 
ice. 

The  price  of  insulin  has  steadily 
declined.  In  1925  a  10cc,  40  unit 
vial  of  insulin  sold  for  $2.40.  In  1931 
it  was  $2.00.  At  present  it  sells  for 
57  cents. 

Catholic  universities  and  colleges 
in  twenty  different  states  offer 
courses  in  rural  sociology.  There 
are  fifty-three  Catholic  teachers  of 
rural  sociology  of  whom  thirty-eight 
are  men  and  fifteen  are  women. 

The  Quakers  have  proposed  a  plan 
to  re-establish  French  and  refugee 
families  in  abandoned  French  vil- 
lages at  an  initial  cost  of  $2,700.  The 
rebuilding  of  two  such  villages  is 
under  way.  The  Unitarian  Service 
Committee  has  assumed  financial 
responsibility  for  one  of  them. 


The  American  Business  Men's 
Research  Foundation  of  Chicago 
is  an  organization  which  has  for 
its  objective  to  collect,  correlate 
and  disseminate  information  re- 
garding alcohol  and  alcoholic 
products,  their  manufacture,  sale 
and  use  for  beverage,  industrial  or 
other  purposes  and  their  relation 
to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  Previ- 
ous to  the  three-day  July  4  holi- 
days, this  organization,  in  co-op- 
eration with  the  National  Safety 
Council,  made  a  national  appeal 
through  the  governors  of  the 
states,  mayors  of  the  cities,  high- 
way commissioners  and  editors 
and  publishers  of  newspapers  for 
a  moratorium  on  drunken  drivers. 
The  organization  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  campaign  was  effective 
and  may  have  saved  at  least  one 
hundred  lives. 


More    than    100    young    people    of 

the  Methodist  church  are  touring 
seven  Southern  states  during  the 
summer  to  promote  personal  re- 
ligion, world  friendship  and  com- 
munity service. 

There   is   a   healthy   trend    in   the 

publication  of  religious  books,  de- 
clared Frederick  G.  Melcher,  editor 
of  Publishers  Weekly,  speaking  at 
the  annual  convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association. 

The  Foreign  Missions  Conference 

of  North  America  is  the  agency  which 
unites  100  mission  boards  or  so- 
cieties of  Canada  and  the  United 
States  and  represents  30,000,000 
Christians  co-operating  in  the  world 
mission  of  the  church. 

Emphasizing  the  necessity  for  in- 
creasing friendly  relations  between 
North  and  South  America,  delegates 
attending  a  national  convention  of 
the  Catholic  Students  Mission  Cru- 
sade adopted  a  resolution  urging 
members  to  learn  Spanish. 

Scotland's  Week  of  Witness  to  the 

World  Missions  of  the  Church  is 
scheduled  for  Nov.  30  to  Dec.  7,  1941. 
Nine  Protestant  denominations  are 
represented  on  a  joint  committee  to 
make  the  plans  f_or  the  meeting. 
Mass  meetings  will  beheld  in  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Dundee  and  Aber- 
deen. 

Governor  Salionstall  of  Massa- 
chusetts has  signed  the  released 
time  religious  education  bill  by 
which  public  school  systems  in  Mas- 
sachusetts are  permitted  to  release 
pupils  from  school  for  one  hour  per 
week  in  order  to  receive  religious 
instruction  at  the  churches  of  their 
choice. 

A  survey  of  automobile  use  was 

made  in  six  representative  states — 
Connecticut,  Georgia,  Indiana,  Mich- 
igan, Nebraska  and  Oregon.  The 
average  length  of  the  trip  to  church 
for  the  six  states  is  5.1  miles.  One 
half  the  families  were  found  to  av- 
erage between  50  and  60  round  trips 
annually;  20  per  cent  made  more 
than  60  trips  annually. 

Children  in  one  of  every  eight 
town  and  city  school  systems  are 
permitted  to  be  released  from  school 
for  religious  education  upon  their 
parents'  request,  according  to  a 
study  recently  made  by  the  United 
States  Office  of  Education.  Pro- 
grams in  nearly  three  fourths  of  the 
city  school  systems  and  about  half 
of  the  rural  schools  have  been  or- 
ganized during  the  past  five  years. 
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What  the  Young  Man  Lost 

Looking  first  at  his  gains,  we  may  mention  four 
square  meals,  a  bath  and  a  night's  lodging  in  a 
better  bed  than  he  had  seen  for  quite  a  while,  a 
free  medical  examination,  four  dollars  in  currency 
and  a  little  change — the  housewife  could  not  re- 
member the  exact  amount  of  this.  If  we  include 
the  coin  purse  which  was  fairly  good  yet,  his  pick- 
ings in  cash  value  would  net  about  five  dollars, 
leaving  out  of  count  here  his  eating,  sleeping, 
lounging  around  and  magazine  reading. 

He  had  drifted  in  on  a  Monday  morning  looking 
the  typical  down-and-outer  his  story  represented 
him  to  be.  He  had  been  living  nowhere  recently, 
had  stayed  no  place  the  night  before,  was  out  of 
money  and  accessible  friends.  He  wanted  a  job, 
he  said,  and  a  chance  to  edge  into  life  again.  His 
unhappy  plight,  re-enforced  by  his  well-known 
Brethren  background  of  no  mean  standing,  easily 
enlisted  the  sympathetic  interest  of  those  who 
heard  his  story. 

A  job  was  found  for  him,  a  rooming  place  ar- 
ranged; he  seemed  immensely  pleased.  Next 
morning  it  was  soon  learned  that,  instead  of  re- 
porting at  his  place  of  work,  he  had  mysteriously 
disappeared  into  the  nowhere  out  of  which  he 
came,  with  the  slight  addition  to  his  possessions 
noted  above. 

How  pitifully  small  that  seems  when  set  along- 
side what  he  lost.  His  wages,  though  not  large, 
would  soon  have  overtopped  this,  but  his  greatest 
loss  is  beyond  material  calculation.  He  had  a 
chance  at  life  and  he  threw  it  away!  Who  knows, 
it  may  have  been  his  last  chance.  Anyway,  he'll 
be  a  long  time  finding  another  so  favorable.  His 
self-respect,  if  he  had  any,  his  right  to  be  trusted, 
the  interest  his  new  friends  were  taking  in  him, 
his  claim  on  human  sympathy — all  that  he  for- 
feited. 

What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain  five  dollars 
and  lose  his  chance  to  be  a  man?  e.  f. 


Crisis  and  Character 

Someone  has  said  words  to  the  effect  that  char- 
acter is  the  courage  to  carry  through  high  resolves 
after  the  occasion  giving  rise  to  such  resolutions 
has  departed. 

It  may  seem  that  there  is  small  place  for  such 
idealism  in  a  world  organized  to  seize  what  is 
wanted  and  explain  afterward.  And  yet  it  must 
be  apparent  that  lawlessness  cannot  go  on  indef- 
initely without  destroying  a  first  requisite  for  a  so- 
cial structure  which  is  confidence. 

The  present  crisis  is  not  revealing  that  we  can 
get  along  without  character.  Quite  the  contrary, 
it  is  going  to  turn  out  to  be  one  more  demonstra- 
tion of  the  fact  that  a  satisfactory  and  efficient  so- 
cial organization  is  based  on  certain  indispensable 
moralities.  H.  A.  B. 

My  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conference 

Part  Two. — Observations  on  the  Conference 
Some  Conferences  deal  with  the  past;  some  are 
busy  with  the  present;  and  some  look  to  the  fu- 
ture. The  La  Verne  Conference  remembered  the 
past,  was  mindful  of  the  present  and  looked  to  the 
future.  It  might  be  called  a  forward-looking 
Conference,  and  that  is  assuring. 

Southern  California  is  an  ideal  place  for  the 
Conference.  The  weather  proved  even  better 
than  many  Californians  expected.  It  was  never 
so  hot  as  it  has  been  in  that  section  at  times,  nor 
was  the  weather  unduly  cool  at  night.  Those  who 
had  been  in  California  before  had  provided  light 
and  middle  weight  clothing.  Others  will  be  wiser 
the  next  time  they  attend  a  California  Conference. 
There  were  no  "Hershey  distances,"  which  was 
especially  appreciated  by  us  older  folks.  Where- 
ever  you  were  the  loud  speaker  brought  you  the 
message  from  the  tent. 

Our  Annual  Conference  is  a  great  democratic 
gathering  of  delegates  and  other  church  people 
vitally  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  Church  of 
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the  Brethren  in  particular  and  of  the  church  and 
world  at  large.  The  delegate  body  comes  from 
the  local  congregations  and  from  state  districts. 
For  the  delegates  from  the  congregations  there 
are  no  restrictions  as  to  age  or  sex.  Only  ordained 
elders  may  represent  state  districts  and  this  set 
of  delegates  constitutes  the  Standing  Committee. 
The  disposition  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Lay  Representation  was  strong  evidence  that 
the  church  does  not  desire  any  change  at  present 
as  to  the  membership  of  Standing  Committee.  The 
officers  are  moderator,  secretary,  reader,  mes- 
senger and  assistant  messenger.  By  general  prac- 
tice, not  by  Conference  decision,  at  present  only 
the  reader  is  a  member  of  Standing  Committee. 

There  have  been  three  stages  in  the  evolution 
of  our  Annual  Conference  transactions:  1.  Busi- 
ness only.  2.  Business  and  preaching.  3.  Busi- 
ness, preaching  and  other  inspirational  meetings. 
At  present  the  inspirational  gatherings  are  favored 
with  the  largest  attendance.  However,  the  busi- 
ness sessions  are  regaining  favor  and  this  year 
were  exceptionally  large  in  attendance  and  fine  in 
spirit. 

The  sectional  conferences  aroused  deep  interest 
and  proved  very  helpful.  The  addresses,  papers 
and  sermons  in  the  general  sessions  ranked  among 
the  best  we  have  ever  had  and  would  be  a  credit 
to  any  denomination  in  its  general  conference.  One 
of  my  old  classmates  at  college,  who  is  no  longer 
affiliated  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  re- 
marked several  times,  "I  am  amazed  at  the  caliber 
of  your  young  ministers.  I  know  of  no  denomina- 
tion that  can  equal  them.  In  fifteen  years,  as  I  see 
it,  you  will  have  a  million  communicants.  If  the 
church  would  have  had  the  leadership  and  out- 
look when  I  was  a  young  man  that  it  now  has, 
I  never  would  have  left  it."  To  all  such  I  would 
say  it  is  not  too  late  for  you  to  change  your 
course  and  come  in  and  help  bring  this  to  pass. 
Yes,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  past  lost 
many  talented  young  people  because  she  failed 
to  meet  conditions.  She  has  also  lost  many  young 
people  because  they  neither  understood  them- 
selves nor  appreciated  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
There  are  two  sides  to  that  question. 

The  music  was  of  a  high  quality,  yet  simple  and 
deeply  devotional.  The  leadership  was  excellent. 
There  may  have  been  a  rather  free  use  of  instru- 
ments for  many  of  our  older  folks,  who  should 
always  be  kept  in  mind  when  programs  are  built. 
By  this  I  simply  mean  that  we  should  provide  a 
program  for  all  ages  since  we  are  a  brotherhood, 
a  Christian  fellowship.  And  yet  I  cannot  forget 
that  violin  made  by  one  of  our  respected  elders, 
brought  to  the  open  session  by  another  elder  and 


bought  by  a  third  elder.  Surely  there  is  not  the 
same  prejudice  against  the  "fiddle"  that  prevailed 
when  I  was  a  lad. 

Conference  rules  are  few  and  the  moderators 
have  ever  been  lenient  in  enforcing  them  to  the 
letter.  A  brotherly  attitude  has  been  maintained. 
The  rules  grew  upon  us.  The  last  general  revision 
resulted  from  dissatisfaction  in  closing  discussion 
and  getting  to  a  vote  of  the  question.  A  committee 
was  appointed  in  1914.  Two  important  new  rules 
were  adopted  in  1915.  These  were  the  right  to 
move  "the  previous  question,"  and  the  adoption 
of  Robert's  Rules  of  Order.  This  took  power  from 
the  moderator  and  placed  it  with  the  delegates. 
As  a  result  there  is  a  more  businesslike  handling 
of  the  questions  under  consideration. 

Later  there  was  dissatisfaction  because  of  the 
lengthy  and  tedious  presentation  of  "Reports." 
This  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  rule  6:  "Boards, 
Committees  and  Secretaries  should  endeavor  to 
make  all  reports  pointed  and  brief,  including  only 
essentials."  This  rule  was  meant  to  cover  both  the 
printed  report  and  its  presentation  to  the  open 
Conference.  Blessed  is  he  who  can  so  condense 
and  so  present  a  report  that  the  audience  enjoys 
hearing  it  and  is  benefited  by  it. 

Earlier  in  the  year  it  seemed  there  would  be 
no  or  little  business  in  the  way  of  "queries  and 
requests."  Finally  seven  items  were  received  un- 
der this  head.  It  turned  out,  however,  that  the 
business  under  this  heading  not  in  the  Booklet  was 
much  larger  than  usual.  Conference  has  granted 
to  certain  bodies  the  privilege  of  going  direct  to 
Conference  without  passing  its  business  through 
the  local  congregation  and  state  district.  One 
must  wonder  sometimes  whether  this  privilege  is 
not  abused  in  this  respect,  that  it  does  not  appear 
in  the  Booklet.  As  I  have  studied  this  "late" 
business  I  have  wondered  how  much  of  it  was 
really  so  urgent  that  it  could  not  have  waited  till 
next  year  and  then  appear  in  the  Booklet.  I  sug- 
gest that  all  of  you  study  this  problem  when  you 
receive  the  Minutes  of  1941. 

Standing  Committee  had  an  unusual  amount  of 
business.  Not  one  of  the  queries  in  the  Booklet 
had  an  answer.  That  was  unusual.  To  frame  the 
proper  answer  is  not  always  easy  for  Standing 
Committee.  This  year  in  several  cases  good  and 
acceptable  answers  were  arrived  at  because  spe- 
cial committees  were  appointed  to  study  the  query 
and  frame  the  answer.  A  good  answer  to  a  query 
often  saves  much  time  in  the  open  session. 

By  the  new  arrangement  adopted  last  year  the 
region  for  the  next  Conference  is  fixed.  This 
saves  time  for  Standing  Committee  and  gives  to 
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BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 
5.     Then  and  Now 

Numerous  illustrations  can  be  given  to  show 
how  time  changes  things.  Fifty-five  years  ago  I 
was  a  student  at  the  University  of  Virginia;  today, 
there  is  not  a  single  professor  in  that  institution 
that  taught  when  I  was  there.  Fifty-eight  years 
ago  I  was  a  student  in  Mt.  Morris  College;  today, 
Mt.  Morris  College  lives  only  as  a  part  of  Man- 
chester College.  The  telephone,  the  radio,  the 
electric  light,  merchandise  trucks  delivering  goods 
in  the  country,  rural  free  delivery  of  mail,  and 
many  other  new  things  have  come  into  our  com- 
munity since  my  boyhood  days.  I  have  seen  the 
reaper,  the  mower  and  most  of  the  present  farm 
machinery  come  into  use  in  our  section.  My  fa- 
ther and  I  once  went  a  considerable  distance  to 
see  a  steam  thresher  before  they  came  into  gen- 
eral use.  I  recall  the  days  when  we  cut  our  wheat 
with  a  grain  cradle,  and  my  father  had  his  old 
sickle,  with  which  he  was  an  expert  in  his  young- 
er days.  He  still  displayed  some  of  the  cuts  on  his 
fingers  that  he  had  received  from  his  sickle.  Our 
hay  was  cut  with  the  old  scythe,  and  we  knew 
nothing  of  such  a  thing  as  a  hayfork  in  the  barn. 
We  had  to  go  to  the  post  office  for  our  mail  once  a 
week,  whereas  the  carrier  now  brings  it  to  our 
gate  every  day. 

Forty-three  years  ago,  when  I  was  installed  into 
the  ministry,  there  were  six  ministers  in  our  con- 
gregation, most  of  them  active  preachers  and  busi- 
ness men;  today  they  are  all  gone  but  myself.  In 
my  early  preaching  days,  after  moving  from 
Bridgewater  College  to  the  farm,  we  preachers  di- 
vided ourselves  off  in  pairs,  two  of  us  being  re- 
sponsible for  each  appointment.  Sometimes  we 
both  went  together  to  fill  an  appointment;  but 
when  not  convenient  for  both  to  go,  we  decided 
between  ourselves  which  one  was  to  go.  I  would 
often  drive  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  with  horse  and 
buggy  to  fill  an  appointment,  and  sometimes  had 
very  small  congregations.  No  matter  what  the 
condition  of  the  weather,  I  resolved  that  if  the  ap- 
pointment was  missed,  it  should  not  be  my  fault. 
One  cold,  stormy  night  I  went  thirty  miles  on  the 
train  and  preached  to  six  people.  On  another  sim- 
ilar night  I  preached  to  three. 

Numerous  changes  have  taken  place  in  our  man- 
ner of  conducting  church  services.  As  I  think 
back  seventy  years,  I  picture  the  old  Brethren 
gathering  for  the  love  feast — and  the  love  feasts 


A  church  in  Trout  Run  mission  territory  where  I  often  preached. 
This  view  is  from  Bro.  D.  W.  Heishman's  home,  looking  a  half 
mile  across  a  little  valley  to  the  church  on  the  hillside. 

of  that  day  were  great  occasions.  The  members 
met  early  in  the  morning  and  had  services  in  the 
forenoon.  They  took  dinner  at  the  church,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  a  lengthy  examination  service  fol- 
lowed, with  the  regular  love  feast  service  at  night. 
Today,  two  hours  is  sufficient  for  all  combined. 
There  was  always  preaching  the  next  day,  with  a 
large  crowd  present.  Then  it  was  quite  common 
for  six  or  eight  ministers  to  be  present  at  a  regu- 
lar service.  A  bench  in  front  of  the  ministers 
was  generally  filled  with  deacons,  who  read  the 
chapter  of  Scripture  that  was  handed  to  them  by 
the  ministers.  They  were  often  poor  readers, 
these  deacons,  but  it  was  the  rule  for  them  to  read 
the  Scripture,  and  they  just  had  to  read.  Some- 
times we  enjoyed  (?)  two  or  three  sermons  at  the 
same  service.  Now  it  is  often  difficult  to  get  one 
minister  to  conduct  the  service,  and  even  then  a 
twenty-minute  sermon  is  often  more  appreciated 
than  one  of  greater  length.  At  our  love  feasts  in 
those  early  days  the  crowds  were  often  very  large. 
It  was  common  for  many  of  the  well-to-do  Breth- 
ren to  have  forty,  fifty,  or  even  more  people  to 
stay  all  night.  They  were,  however,  equal  to  the 
emergency,  and  could  generally  have  taken  care 
of  a  good  many  more  than  they  had.  Extra  chaff 
ticks  were  filled,  and  beds  were  provided  for  a 
large  number  of  guests.  The  farmers  also  made 
provision  to  feed  a  large  number  of  horses,  and 
hay  was  placed  in  the  racks  to  save  time  after 
coming  from  church  at  night.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  we  enjoy  the  social  part  of  the  meetings 
today  as  we  did  then.  We  would  be  glad  to  have 
our  Brethren  who  come  long  distances  remain  all 
night  and  visit  with  us  now,  but  they  have  their 
automobiles  and  insist  on  going  home.  Hence  we 
have  few  people  to  entertain  at  these  meetings. 
In  a  few  days  the  meeting  and  the  short  associa- 
tion is  forgotten,  and  Father  Time  rushes  things 
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along  even  faster  than  ever.  We  have  evidently 
lost  some  things  in  the  change,  but  have  we 
gained  anything?  Doubtless  we  have  gained  some 
things.  Our  opinions,  of  course,  will  differ  along 
these  lines.  Whatever  we  may  think  about  it,  we 
shall  have  to  abide  by  the  changes  and  make  the 
best  of  them.  My  way  of  thinking  has  always  been 
not  to  worry  about  things  we  cannot  help.  If 
we  can  improve  them,  let  us  do  so,  and  then  "be 
thankful  and  go  on." 

The  greatest  changes,  at  any  rate  the  ones  that 
affected  our  congregation  more  than  any  others, 
were  of  a  different  nature.  From  time  to  time 
some  of  our  most  active  and  capable  leaders  were 
taken  away  from  us.  Several  elders  and  song 
leaders  were  taken  away  by  death  at  a  time  when 
we  felt  that  we  could  not  do  without  them,  and 
others  that  we  thought  less  capable  had  to  be  sub- 
stituted in  their  places.  At  the  time  I  wondered 
why  God  had  allowed  them  to  be  taken  away 
when  they  were  so  badly  needed.  Since  then,  I 
have  thought  of  several  reasons  why  they  may 
have  been  taken.  Perhaps  they  were  more  faith- 
ful than  the  rest  of  us,  worked  harder,  finished 
their  work  and  passed  to  their  reward,  while  on 
the  other  hand  we  were  not  as  much  in  earnest 
about  the  Lord's  work,  some  of  us  perhaps  almost 
slackers.  Hence,  we  have  to  remain  here  until 
our  work  is  finished.  Along  with  this,  there  may 
be  another  reason.  We  may  have  depended  too 
much  on  those  who  were  faithful,  and  thought  the 
work  would  be  done  anyway,  and  without  our 
help.  So  we  took  advantage  of  the  situation,  and 
allowed  them  to  do  what  we  should  have  done. 
Hence  the  Lord  took  those  who  were  ready  to  go, 
thus  making  it  necessary  for  us  to  take  hold  and 
fill  the  vacancies.  These  may  not  be  the  real  rea- 
sons why  these  good  workers  were  removed  just 
when  they  were,  but  they  are  suggestive  of  what 
may  have  been,  and  further  suggest  that  we,  per- 
haps, are  not  as  faithful  as  we  should  be. 

Years  ago,  perhaps  before  I  was  in  the  ministry, 
I  heard  Bro.  H.  C.  Early  preach  a  sermon  on  the 
Characteristics  of  the  Pentecostal  Church.  The 
outline  of  his  sermon,  as  I  remember  it,  was  some- 
thing like  the  following:  (1)  It  was  a  working 
church.  (2)  It  was  a  united  church.  (3)  It  was 
a  praying  church.  (4)  It  was  a  Spirit-filled 
church.  As  a  consequence  of  these  characteristics 
it  was  a  growing  church.  I  sincerely  believe  that 
any  church  having  these  characteristics  will  be  a 
growing  church.  On  the  other  hand,  to  the  extent 
that  these  characteristics  are  lacking  will  it  lose 
out.  In  what  I  have  said  I  have  compared  the 
present  with  the  time  when  I  first  entered  the 
church.     Perhaps  it  would  be  more  profitable  to 


compare  the  church  of  today  with  the  Pentecostal 
church  as  described  in  the  second  chapter  of  Acts. 
Such  a  comparison  ought  to  show  us  our  real  loss 
or  gain. 

Moores  Store,  Va. 


Physical  Posture  During  Prayer 

BY  LEWIS  H.   BRUMBAUGH 

2.    In  Public  Worship 

Thus  far,  we  have  considered  our  subject  from 
the  viewpoint  of  personal  and  private  prayer.  We 
have  noted  that  the  spontaneity  and  freedom  of 
our  praying  should  not  be  limited  to  any  particular 
bodily  posture.  We  should  find  it  easy  to  pray 
while  doing  our  daily  work,  as  well  as  in  the  quiet 
and  privacy  of  our  prayer  room.  We  next  wish  to 
give  consideration  to  bodily  posture  during  prayer 
in  public  worship. 

Various  prayer  postures  may  be  assumed  in  pub- 
lic worship.  Sitting  with  heads  bowed  is  the  bod- 
ily attitude  which  may  most  easily  be  assumed. 
This  posture  does  not  break  the  quietness  of  the 
service.  Also  restlessness  does  not  ensue  when  the 
prayer  becomes  of  some  duration.  With  this  pos- 
ture the  body  is  in  the  most  comfortable  position, 
and  this  would  seem  to  be,  in  some  measure  at 
least,  conducive  to  deep  meditation  and  prayer. 
This  posture  is  desirable  also  from  the  viewpoint 
of  the  aged  and  those  with  certain  bodily  handi- 
caps. This  position  is  easier  for  those  with  babies 
in  their  arms  or  small  children  upon  their  laps. 
Many  churches  use  this  posture — remaining  seated 
with  heads  bowed — and  who  would  venture  to 
suggest  that  their  prayers  are  not  heard  just  be- 
cause they  do  not  stand  or  kneel? 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  remind 
ourselves  of  the  posture  of  the  worshipers  when 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  them  at  Pentecost.  We 
might  expect  them  to  be  assuming  some  especial- 
ly sacred  posture  of  the  body.  But  were  they 
kneeling?  Were  they  standing?  Had  they  fallen 
upon  their  faces  in  abject  contrition?  Had  there 
been  a  special  posture  at  Pentecost,  Christians  ever 
since  would  have  been  in  bondage  to  that  particu- 
lar posture.  But  at  Pentecost  the  group  of  wor- 
shipers were  not  even  kneeling!  They  were  in  the 
attitude  that  is  most  universal — "they  were  sit- 
ting." Here,  not  a  special  posture,  but  the  most 
common  and  universal  posture  becomes  sacred. 
What  a  precedent  for  Christian  worshipers  to 
quietly  remain  seated  with  bowed  heads  during 
the  period  of  prayer! 

In  many  churches  it  is  the  custom  to  stand  with 
bowed  heads  during  prayer.  This  posture  is  not  so 
suitable  for  the  more  aged,  for  those  with  certain 
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physical  limitations,  and  for  small  children.  When 
the  prayer  is  of  some  duration,  there  is  danger  that 
the  worshipers  become  somewhat  restless  and 
shift  the  weight  of  the  body  from  one  foot  to  an- 
other. But  to  stand  in  prayer  with  heads  bowed 
and  facing  the  front  of  the  church,  has  certain  ad- 
vantages. It  makes  easier  hearing  the  one  who  is 
leading  in  prayer.  The  congregation  is  ready  to 
unite  immediately  in  singing  a  hymn  or  some 
stanza  suitably  responsive  to  the  prayer  which  has 
just  been  offered.  This  posture  may  at  times  af- 
ford a  restful  change  in  bodily  position. 

Standing  is  the  oldest  prayer  position  traceable 
in  the  history  of  the  human  family — except  that 
the  ancients  also  extended  the  arms  with  the 
palms  turned  upwards.  Standing  was  the  usual 
Jewish  attitude  in  prayer.  It  may  be  assumed  that 
this  was  Jesus'  usual  prayer  posture.  He  never 
condemned  the  mere  posture  of  standing  for  pray- 
er. He  did  condemn  religious  ostentation.  Those 
Jews  who  had  a  weakness  at  this  point  would  man- 
age it  so  that  the  hour  of  prayer  would  overtake 
them  in  a  public  place  where  they  would  stand  for 
hours  in  the  attitude  of  prayer  and  recite  their 
phylacteries.  Jesus  did  not  criticize  standing  for 
prayer,  but  he  did  condemn  standing  to  be  seen  of 
men.  In  fact,  Jesus  himself  stood  in  prayer  and  he 
assumes  that  this  posture  is  acceptable.  "And 
whensoever  ye  stand  praying,  forgive,  if  ye  have 
ought  against  any."  As  already  noted  with  regard 
to  sitting,  the  very  common  posture  of  standing 
may  also  become  a  sacred  prayer  posture. 

We  shall  comment  next  upon  kneeling  as  a  pray- 
er attitude. 

Johnstown,  Pa. 


Hints  for  the  Worship  Hour 

BY  DE  WITT  L.  MILLER 

In  Three  Parts — Part  II 

One  time  I  heard  President  Otho  Winger  say, 
"We  are  neglecting  the  Lord's  Prayer.  We  used 
to  use  it  in  our  churches  every  time  we  prayed. 
Maybe  we  overdid  it  then,  but  now  we  are  neg- 
lecting it."  I  share  his  feeling.  I  believe  we 
should  use  it  more  than  we  do.  In  using  it  we 
should  be  careful  that  it  does  not  become  a  matter 
of  form.  Therefore  we  should  find  more  than  one 
way  to  use  it. 

There  are  two  places  in  the  service  where  it 
seems  to  fit  best.  One  is  after  the  invocation  and 
the  other  is  after  the  pastoral  or  general  prayer. 
There  are  several  ways  in  which  it  can  be  used.  It 
may  be  prayed  in  unison  by  the  congregation.  It 
may  be  sung  by  a  choir  or  any  special  group  of 
singers.    It  may  be  sung  by  the  congregation.  For 


singing  purposes  I  personally  enjoy  the  music  in 
our  own  hymnal  (No  491)  better  than  any  I  have 
ever  heard.  While  it  is  customary  to  use  the 
phrase,  "Forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our 
debtors,"  I  have  always  felt  that  the  prayer  book 
translation  which  uses  trespasses  in  place  of  debts 
and  the  modern  speech  translations  which  use  sin 
in  the  place  of  debts  were  more  meaningful.  To 
vary  the  prayer  with  the  use  of  all  three  words 
would  perhaps  help  to  keep  it  from  becoming  for- 
mal. 

I  have  always  felt  that  we  were  not  as  careful 
to  make  the  reading  of  the  Word  as  meaningful  as 
we  should.  After  all,  God's  Word  to  us  should  be 
more  important  than  our  words  to  him.  To  intro- 
duce the  Scripture  lesson  with  a  verse  of  Open  My 
Eyes  That  I  May  See,  or  Holy  Bible,  Book  Divine, 
Send  Out  Thy  Light  and  Thy  Truth,  or  Open  Thou 
Mine  Eyes,  would  be  to  call  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  listening  to  the  Word. 

Whenever  we  use  Open  Thou  Mine  Eyes,  we 
sing  it  in  unison  with  organ  accompaniment  down 
to  the  last  .phrase.  The  last  phrase,  "Wondrous 
things  out  of  thy  law,"  is  sung  in  full  harmony 
and  without  accompaniment.  The  first  four  phras- 
es of  the  sentence  where  there  is  organ  accom- 
paniment are  sung  with  ever-increasing  volume. 
Then  a  definite  break  is  made  and  the  final  un- 
accompanied phrase  is  sung  very  softly.  Such  an 
interpretation  of  this  sentence  creates  a  prayerful 
atmosphere  in  which  to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the 
lesson  for  the  day. 

The  success  of  praying  depends  many  times  up- 
on whether  or  not  we  are  in  the  right  attitude  for 
prayer.  Anything  that  might  be  done  to  create 
the  desire  to  pray  certainly  helps  the  worship 
service.  Such  hymns  as  Take  Time  to  Be  Holy, 
More  Love  to  Thee,  O  Christ,  My  Faith  Looks  Up 
to  Thee,  and  I  Need  Thee  Every  Hour,  as  well  as 
the  prayer  hymns,  can  be  used  to  advantage. 
Sometimes  only  one  verse,  sung  without  the  use  of 
books,  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done. 

The  hymn,  Breathe  On  Me,  Breath  of  God,  to 
the  tune  Trentham,  is  a  marvelous  preprayer  peti- 
tion. One  that  we  have  used  often  is  the  second 
verse  of  the  hymn,  Be  Silent.  This  is  the  way 
we  use  that  verse.  The  choir  sings  the  verse. 
When  they  come  to  the  chorus  they  hum.  They 
continue  humming  until  they  come  to  the  very 
last  phrase  when  in  full  harmony  and  with  care- 
ful enunciation  they  sing,  "He  bids  us  draw  near." 

After  the  prayer  there  are  many  things  that 
might  be  done,  if  the  Lord's  Prayer  is  not  used. 
There  are  the  threefold,  fourfold  and  sevenfold 
amens.     There  are  the  many  renditions  of  Hear 
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Our  Prayer,  O  Lord.  In  our  own  hymnal  there  are 
Hear  Our  Prayer,  O  Father  (No.  487) ,  and  Let  the 
Words  of  My  Mouth  (No.  490).  Very  soft  music 
on  the  organ  can  be  used  to  good  advantage.  A 
period  of  silence  can  be  very  creative  and  enrich- 
ing. 

In  some  churches  it  is  customary  to  use  music 
during  the  prayer.  During  the  invocation  and 
benediction  this  can  be  done  effectively.  I  am  not 
so  sure  about  the  pastoral  prayer.  In  an  inquiry 
among  the  members  of  our  congregation  after  we 
used  the  organ  during  prayer  we  discovered  that 
many  found  it  confusing,  especially  when  the 
music  used  was  that  of  a  familiar  hymn.  The 
words  of  the  familiar  hymn  would  come  to  mind 
and  be  confused  with  the  words  of  the  minister's 
prayer.  An  organist  who  is  a  master  of  improvisa- 
tion and  who  can  suit  the  mood  of  the  music  to 
the  mood  of  the  prayer  might  be  able  to  make 
such  a  thing  very  helpful.  Care  must  be  taken 
that  the  music  does  not  keep  those  who  are  hard 
of  hearing  from  understanding  the  prayer.  For 
the  reason  given  above  it  is  perhaps  unwise  ever 
to  use  the  music  of  a  familiar  hymn.  Whenever 
it  is  used  it  needs  to  be  used  with  caution  and  care. 

The  next  time  we  will  consider  the  offering  and 
the  closing  of  the  service. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Worship  of  Christ 

BY  J.   ALBERT  WOLFE 

"And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  firstbegotten 
into  the  world,  he  saith,  And  let  all  the  angels  of 
God  worship  him"  (Heb.  1:6). 

If  one  faces  squarely  and  sincerely  what  is  im- 
plied in  this  solemn  statement  of  the  Father,  one 
cannot  fail  to  see  that  man's  refusal  to  worship 
Christ  is  a  shameless  sin. 

If  God  commanded  all  the  angels  to  worship  his 
Son,  logical  reasoning  tells  us  that  he  must  re- 
quire man,  who  is  made  "  a  little  lower  than  the 
angels,"  to  worship  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ — the 
Firstbegotten — the  Onlybegotten. 

What  is  to  be  said  of  the  countless  number  of 
persons  who  are  refusing  to  worship  the  Son  of 
God?  What  is  God  to  say  of  this  awful  sin?  Can 
he  do  less  than  pass  judgment  upon  them  for  their 
shameless  effrontery?  Who  knows  but  that  pres- 
ent conditions  throughout  the  world  are  not  the 
results  of  divine  judgment  upon  man's  continual 
wickedness?  Knowing  the  widespread  forms  of 
evil  in  our  own  land,  what  do  you  think? 

We  consider  many  things  in  life  necessary; 
however,  only  a  few  are  truly  essential.  The  wor- 
ship of  Christ  is  the  most  important  of  the  truly 


essential  things.  Our  days  are  not  complete  if  we 
fail  to  worship  the  Lord.  What  is  worse,  that  lack 
of  completeness  acts  as  an  insult  to  the  love  of  the 
Father  for  his  Son. 

May  no  Christian  who  reads  these  words  fail  to 
bow  in  becoming  humility  and  worship  Jesus.  Je- 
sus means  "Savior."  The  angel  said  to  Joseph, 
"Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus:  for  he  shall  save 
his  people  from  their  sins"  (Matt.  1:21).  In  these 
days  of  uncertainty,  we  need  above  all  to  see  him 
with  our  spiritual  eyes.  As  we  see  him  as  Jesus, 
our  Savior  from  all  sin  and  our  Protector  in  every 
trial  and  circumstance,  let  us  not  fail  to  adore  and 
worship  him. 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y. 


What  Is  Man  That  God  Is  Mindful  of  Him? 

BY  W.  I.  T.  HOOVER 
Psa.  8:3,  4 
This  psalm  seems  to  have  been  written  to  em- 
phasize God's  glory  and  man's  dignity. 

Some  Astronomical  Facts 

The  earth  is  about  8,000  miles  in  diameter,  and 
25,000  miles  in  circumference.  It  revolves  around 
the  sun  in  365  days  at  a  rate  of  19  miles  per  sec- 
ond, and  our  sun  with  its  nine  planets  and  their 
satellites  revolves  around  a  center  in  the  Milky 
Way  at  200  miles  per  second.  This  Milky  Way  is 
composed  of  thousands  of  millions  of  suns  and 
countless  millions  of  nebulae  in  process  of  world- 
building  or  solar-system-building. 

Our  moon  is  about  2,000  miles  in  diameter  and 
240,000  miles  distant.  The  sun  is  about  93,000,000 
miles  distant  from  us.  On  a  scale  of  the  earth  be- 
ing 1  inch  from  the  sun  Jupiter  would  be  5  inches; 
Saturn  10;  Uranus  20;  Neptune  30. 

Light  rays  travel  186,284  miles  per  second.  At 
this  speed  it  requires  eight  minutes  for  light  rays 
(or  waves)  to  come  from  the  sun;  forty-eight 
years  from  Polaris  (North  Star) .  This  seems  like 
a  big  universe.  But  the  100-inch  reflector  on  top 
of  Mount  Wilson,  Calif.,  has  a  reach  of  300,000,000 
light  years,  and  the  200-inch  reflector  to  be  in- 
stalled on  Mount  Palomar  is  expected  to  have  a 
reach  of  three  times  as  far;  and  will  be  ten  times 
as  powerful,  and  open  up  an  unexplored  space 
thirty  times  the  present  known  universe.  It  is 
now  calculated  (for  no  man  could  count  so  many) 
that  there  are  150,000,000,000  stars.  Will  this  new 
instrument  reveal  any  more?  What  is  man  in 
comparison  with  such  a  universe? 

Dignity  and  Worth  of  Man 
Someone  has  quoted  a  cynic  as  saying,  "Astro- 
nomically speaking,  man  is  but  an  insignificant 
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speck."    But  a  sufficient  retort  is,  "Astronomically 
speaking,  man  is  the  astronomer." 

If  man  were  so  insignificant,  so  depraved,  how 
was  he  able  to  get  the  above  astronomical  facts? 
And  untold  thousands  more  that  he  has  built  into 
great  scientific  systems?  Man  measures  the  dis- 
tance to  the  stars,  analyzes  their  elements,  and 
weighs  them  in  comparison  with  the  earth.  He 
harnesses  the  lightning  with  which  he  lights  his 
cities  and  drives  his  machinery  and  trains;  he 
chains  the  floods  by  building  dams  and  then  uses 
the  water  to  generate  electricity  and  to  irrigate 
the  desert,  which  makes  it  blossom  as  the  rose. 
He  builds  ships  with  which  he  plows  the  seas.  He 
invents  wings  for  himself  and  flies  around  the 
earth.  He  develops  methods  of  transportation  by 
which  he  sends  food  into  famine-stricken  districts 
and  thus  saves  his  fellow  man.  He  discovers  rem- 
edies by  which  he  banishes  yellow  fever  and  the 
bubonic  plague,  and  cures  the  hitherto  incurable 
leprosy.  He  discovers  the  X  ray  by  which  he  can 
see  through  the  body  and  photograph  his  internal 
organs  to  discover  various  diseases.  He  invents  a 
small  machine  by  which  he  takes  music  out  of  the 
air  and  talks  around  the  earth  and  communicates 
'with  Admiral  Byrd  in  the  Antarctic  regions.  How 
many  more  powers  are  hidden  in  nature  for  man 
to  discover  and  use?  Is  man  a  mere  "worm  of  the 
dust"  or  totally  depraved?  It  is  high  time  we 
eliminate  this  demoralizing  conception  of  man. 

Sir  James  Jeans  says,  "The  universe  begins  to 
look  more  like  a  great  thought  than  like  a  great 
machine.  Mind  no  longer  appears  as  an  accidental 
intruder  into  the  realm  of  matter;  we  are  begin- 
ning to  suspect  that  we  ought  rather  to  hail  it  as 
the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  realm  of  matter." 
"The  universe  is  a  cosmos,  a  mathematical  order 
and  harmony  and  this  is  a  spiritual  fact." 

Intellectually  man  is  infinitely  above  the  ani- 
mal: animals  see,  hear,  smell,  etc.,  but  their  gaze 
into  the  heavens  is  a  blank;  it  means  nothing  to 
them. 

Man  alone  possesses  a  moral  nature.  Animals 
make  no  mistakes,  conceive  no  truth  or  error.  A 
tiger  may  eat  a  man,  then  lie  down  and  sleep;  but 
man  alone  lies  awake  all  night  and  cries  over  his 
sins. 

This  idea  of  moral  and  spiritual  values  is  consti- 
tutive in  human  consciousness;  it  is  an  ineradi- 
cable constitutive  factor  in  every  man.  It  is  this 
which  not  only  adds  dignity  and  worth  to  man, 
but  is  of  infinite  worth  and  links  him  with  the 
•divine.  It  is  this  which  places  within  man  power 
to  choose  the  wrong  and  evil  and  so  sink  to  the 
plane  of  the  brute  and  below,  or  to  choose  the 


right  and  good  and  rise  to  fellowship  with  God. 

Man  carries  within  himself  the  law  which  he 
obeys  and  thus  transcends  the  animal.  When  man 
discovers  and  apprehends  truth  he  proves  God  is 
true;  when  he  evaluates  conduct  and  pronounces 
it  good,  he  proves  God  is  good;  and  when  he  recog- 
nizes beauty,  he  proves  God  is  beautiful. 

Surely  man  is  in  the  intellectual,  moral,  and 
aesthetic  image  of  God.  He  must  have  been  po- 
tentially worthy  of  the  great  sacrifice  and  rev- 
elation made  through  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  This  all 
precludes  that  man  is  a  mere  worm  of  the  dust 
and  totally  depraved. 

This  sublime  conception  of  man  is  distinctly  a 
Christian  conception.  Man  is  not  so  much  to  be 
thought  of  as  a  sinner,  as  that  he  is  redeemable; 
that  there  is  a  forgiven  past  offered  and  a  glorious 
future  awaited.  Let  us  quit  emphasizing  back  to 
Christ,  and  begin  emphasizing  forward  with 
Christ! 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Our  Eternal  Flame 

BY   CHARLES  E.   ZUNKEL 

Each  day  we  live  we  are  confronted  with  many 
possible  choices.  Does  it  make  any  difference  how 
we  choose?  If  you  say  it  does,  then  comes  the 
question:  But  how  shall  we  know  when  we  have 
made  the  right  choice? 

The  time  was,  when  people  generally  believed 
in  the  conscience  as  the  guide  for  action.  Today, 
it  seems  fashionable  to  disregard  conscience.  But 
if  we  do  that,  what  shall  guide  us? 

Prov.  20:27,  in  one  of  the  newer  versions,  calls 
the  conscience  of  a  man  the  lamp  of  the  Lord, 
searching  all  the  innermost  chambers  of  his  be- 
ing. These  words  of  wisdom  come  from  one  who 
insists  that  the  conscience  is  our  eternal  flame. 
Suppose  we  investigate  the  truth  of  these  words 
for  our  day  and  life. 

It  is  worth  the  while  to  consider  why  conscience 
is  a  dead  issue  with  some  folk.  For  some,  I  believe 
it  arises  from  superficial  conclusions  from  science. 
Increasingly  we  have  learned  of  the  origins  of  con- 
science. We  know  that  it  is  affected  by  the  home, 
the  school,  the  church,  and  one's  associates.  For 
instance,  it  is  hard  for  us  of  the  Brethren  minis- 
try to  understand  how  any  minister  can  feel  com- 
fortable and  have  the  tobacco  habit.  But  con- 
tact with  certain  groups  of  clergymen  reveals 
that  many  of  them  do  not  question  it  in  the  least. 
They  even  feel  we  are  peculiar  for  our  attitude.  I 
remember  when  one  minister,  who  was  president 
of  the  local  ministerial  association,  came  to  meet- 
ing, took  out  his  pipe  and  pouch  and  smoked,  al- 
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though  he  was  the  only  one  who  indulged.  It 
seems  to  me  foolish,  however,  to  say  that  since  we 
know  the  background  for  conscience,  it  is  there- 
fore useless.  Because  we  understand  that  water 
is  H20,  we  do  not  discard  its  use.  Knowledge  of 
the  rise  of  conscience  does  not  discredit  its  worth. 
There  are  others  who  have  cast  conscience  aside 
because  of  a  spirit  of  emancipation  which  they 
possess.  No  longer  will  they  be  slaves  to  notions 
they  consider  antiquated.  Instead  they  may  be 
slaves  to  self!  Such  persons  often  end  in  cyni- 
cism, disrespect  of  self,  and  despair. 

No,  the  wisdom  of  the  ages  is  that  conscience 
is  the  lamp  of  the  Lord;  it  is  our  eternal  flame. 
Through  it  God  called  Saul  to  repentance  on  a 
Damascus  road.  Through  it  Nathan  the  prophet 
called  David  to  repentance  for  having  stolen  the 
wife  of  Uriah  the  Hittite.  Through  conscience 
God  is  calling  modern  individuals  to  new  life  and 
right  choices.  All  of  us  witness,  from  time  to  time, 
souls  made  "new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  Con- 
science makes  a  Martin  Niemoller  accept  the  Ger- 
man concentration  camp.  Conscience  caused  a 
Douglas  Clyde  Macintosh  to  choose  the  right  to 
exercise  it,  rather  than  blind  obedience  to  the 
state  for  the  privilege  of  United  States'  citizen- 
ship. Conscience  makes  a  Sonja  Henie  say,  when 
offered  $2,500  for  her  photo  and  name  to  adver- 
tise a  certain  brand  of  cigarettes,  "I  do  not  smoke. 
I  think  it  is  horrid  of  women  to  smoke."  By  the 
way,  these  are  days  when  our  eternal  flames  need 
to  be  burning  clearly  and  brightly. 

There  are  some  enemies  that  may  destroy  our 
eternal  flames.  I  should  like  to  mention  only  two. 
One  is  indifference  or  disregard.  Because  we  want 
to  follow  certain  courses  of  action,  or  make  cer- 
tain choices,  we  may  disregard  our  eternal  flame. 
This  is  often  done.  A  second  enemy  is  rationaliza- 
tion. By  that  I  do  not  mean  reasoning.  There  is 
high  value  in  reasoning.  But  rationalization  is  the 
process  by  which  we  set  out  to  fortify  the  position 
which  we  have  chosen  to  follow.  Just  now  it 
would  seem  that  some  people  are  finding  it  pos- 
sible to  justify  participation  in  war  by  this  proc- 
ess. It  is  clear  that  Jesus'  life  and  teaching  are 
irreconcilable  with  war,  but  my  safety,  the  safety 
of  my  family,  of  my  religion  and  of  my  nation, 
may  be  used  to  justify  it.  But  we  forget  to  eval- 
uate war  in  terms  of  eternal  values.  It  may  be 
the  choice  between  our  body  and  our  souls;  be- 
tween religious  form  and  Spirit;  between  my  na- 
tion as  it  is  and  my  nation  as  it  ought  to  be.  Nei- 
ther do  we  evaluate  the  various  methods.  We  ac- 
cept the  fact  that  force  is  more  potent  than  love, 
but  I  doubt  it.  How  are  we  treating  our  eternal 
flame? 


Finally,  I  would  suggest  that  our  eternal  flames 
need  quickening.  Here  is  the  place  for  the  work 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  God  in  human  experience. 
Jesus  said,  "When  he,  the  Spirit  of  Truth  is  come, 
he  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth."  The  prophets 
of  the  Old  Testament  were  souls  whose  eternal 
flames  were  quickened  to  deeper  insights.  So 
Jonah  learned  missionary  responsibility.  Amos 
pled  for  social  justice.  Isaiah  saw  the  spirit  of 
the  cross  in  the  suffering  servant.  Jeremiah  saw 
the  value  of  the  individual,  when  only  the  nation 
had  been  regarded  important.  And  Jesus  builded 
on  all  of  these  insights. 

How  does  this  quickening  come?  The  following 
are  some  of  the  avenues  of  it:  First,  prayer  and 
meditation.  The  great  souls  have  been  great  in 
prayer.  Second,  Bible  reading,  as  the  recorded 
will  of  God.  Third,  through  the  church,  in  its 
ministry  and  worship.  Fourth,  through  Christian 
fellowship  which  brings  us  the  inspiration  and 
revelation  of  the  noblest  souls.  Lastly,  through 
experience.  While  we  face  hard  problems,  make 
decisions,  and  serve  God  our  eternal  flames  will 
be  quickened.  Are  we  seeking  the  quickening  of 
our  eternal  flames?  Ours  may  well  be  the  prayer 
of  the  poet: 

Spirit  of  God,  descend  upon  my  heart; 

Wean  it  from  earth,  thro'  all  its  pulses  move; 
Stoop  to  my  weakness,  mighty  as  thou  art, 

And  help  me  love  thee  as  I  ought  to  love. 
Lima,  Ohio. 


My  Thirty-Sixth  Annual  Conference 

(Continued  From  Page  4) 

each  of  the  five  regions  more  time  to  select  the 
place  of  meeting.  Some  were  disappointed  this 
year  because  the  location  had  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. However,  you  may  rest  assured  that  the 
Southeastern  Region  will  secure  the  best  place 
available.  I  have  been  asked  repeatedly  what 
would  be  the  feeling  if  a  region  should  locate  the 
meeting  outside  of  its  own  territory.  I  have 
always  answered  that  we  have  no  ruling  on  this 
matter,  but  the  general  feeling  has  been  that 
these  five  regions  wanted  the  meeting  each  in  its 
turn.  For  any  region  to  go  beyond  its  own  ter- 
ritory apparently  would  be  an  announcement 
that  it  had  no  suitable  location  for  Conference. 
And  that  would  raise  the  question  as  to  why  such 
a  region  should  be  granted  the  Conference. 

On  the  whole  to  me  the  La  Verne  Conference 
was  a  rich  experience,  one  long  to  be  remembered 
because  of  the  fine  Christian  fellowship.  May 
each  Conference  be  better  than  its  predecessor. 

J.    E.    M. 
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When  He  Tuts  Forth 
His  Sheep 


BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

In1  reading  over  the  tenth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel, 
we  came  upon  these  words,  in  the  fourth  verse,  "And 
when  he  putteth  forth  his  own  sheep,  he  goeth  before 
them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him;  for  they  know  his 
voice." 

We  think  that  perhaps  the  words,  "when  he  putteth 
forth  his  own  sheep"  are  too  frequently  overlooked 
when  this  passage  is  read  or  studied.  In  those  long-ago 
days,  "putting  forth"  the  sheep  meant  sending  them 
forth  from  the  safety  of  the  fold  to  roam  upon  the 
mountain  slopes,  there  to  eat  the  tender  grass,  breathe 
the  bracing  air,  and  grow  strong  through  healthful  exer- 
cise. 

Possibly  many  of  the  timid  sheep  would  have  pre- 
ferred the  safety  of  the  fold — because  sheep,  like  many 
people,  dread  danger.  And  the  wolf  was  ever  a  danger. 
Yet  the  good  shepherd,  who  knew  what  was  best  for 
each  member  of  his  flock,  would  not  always  permit 
their  wish  to  be  granted,  but  would  "put  them  forth" 
and  cause  them  to  partake  of  the  healthful  exercise — 
while  he,  himself,  went  before  to  protect  them  from 
danger. 

The  shepherd  went  ahead  of  his  charges  for  several 
reasons.  First,  that  he  might  select  the  best  places  for 
the  sheep  to  graze  and  grow  stronger.  Second,  that  he 
might  meet  first  the  wolf  that  would  destroy  the  flock  if 
left  to  his  own  devices.  And  the  sheep,  knowing  and 
hearing  the  gentle  voice  of  the  shepherd,  would  follow 
— confident  of  good  meals  and  dependable,  protecting 
care. 

Christian  friend,  do  you  sometimes  feel  that,  like  these 
sheep  of  long  ago,  you  have  been  "put  forth"?  Have 
you  suddenly  found  yourself  in  some  situation  into 
which  you  certainly  have  not  chosen  to  land?  Are  you 
puzzled  to  know  why  God  has  permitted  you  to  become 
so  harassed,  so  mixed  up,  so  perplexed? 

Most  of  us  get  into  just  such  circumstances  sooner  or 
later.  The  whole  thing  seems  unjust,  painful — and  we 
wonder  why  it  has  happened  to  us.  Perhaps  we  turn 
to  the  Bible  for  light  and  comfort.  If  we  chance  to  read 
John  10:4  and  observe  only  the  words,  "He  putteth  forth 
his  own  sheep,"  and  stop  there,  the  Shepherd  may  seem 
unkind.  But  when  we  complete  the  sentence,  "He  goeth 
before  them,  and  the  sheep  follow  him:  for  they  know 
his  voice,"  we  see  differently. 

So,  when  things  seem  very  wrong  and  we  feel  that 
we  have  been  "put  forth"  and  "put  into"  some  situation 
which  seems  untenable — shall  we  not  remember  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  verse  of  Scripture?  Shall  we  not  think 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  as  one  who  goes  before — who  has 
gone  all  the  way  to  Calvary?  He  has  gone  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death — through  death  itself — to 
mark  the  way  for  us.  Let  us  remember,  too,  that  in  ev- 
ery temptation  he  has  provided  a  way  to  escape  (1  Cor. 
10:13).    It  will  help  greatly! 

And  it  is  helpful  also  to  remember  that  if  we  are  his, 
then  certainly  we  would  not  wish  our  circumstances  to 
be  other  than  those  decreed  by  his  will  for  us. 


As  the  poet  puts  it: 

Dark  is  the  sky!  and  veiled  the  unknown  morrow! 

Dark  is  life's  way,  for  night  is  not  yet  o'er; 
The  longed-for  glimpse  I  may  not  meanwhile  borrow; 

But  this  I  know,  he  goeth  on  before. 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 


"I  Am  Oft  to  College!" 

BY  LULA  R.  TINKLE 

"I  am  off  to  college!"  These  are  the  words  that  were 
ringing  in  my  ears,  and  filling  my  soul  with  joyous  an- 
ticipation twenty-five  years  ago,  as  I  stood  on  the  plat- 
form at  the  depot,  watching  my  carefully  packed  trunk 
being  dumped  into  the  baggage  car.  Meanwhile  friends 
were  waving  good-by,  and  fond  parents  looking  long- 
ingly through  misty  eyes,  whispered  their  last  admoni- 
tion, "Be  good."  We  have  not  forgotten  those  thrilling 
moments,  but  they  have  a  different  meaning  to  us  now 
when  we  see  another  generation,  our  children,  thrilled 
and  joyously  shouting  the  same  slogan,  "I  am  off  to  col- 
lege!" They  pack  their  suitcases  into  the  trunk  of  a  car, 
and  call  out  to  their  chums,  "I'll  be  seeing  you."  Now 
we  are  the  fond  parents;  and  what  do  we  think,  what 
do  we  do,  and  what  do  we  say? 

Does  it  matter  so  much  what  we  say  at  the  last  min- 
ute? Will  they  remember  those  last  bits  of  advice, 
those  short  admonitions  given  under  the  stress  and 
strain  of  the  hasty  farewells?  That  depends  very  large- 
ly upon  the  hours,  and  days,  and  years  of  training  that 
brought  the  ambitious  youth  up  to  this  parting  time. 

I  often  think  of  the  words  of  one  mother,  who  said 
to  her  son  as  he  was  leaving  home,  launching  out  by 
himself  for  the  first  time,  "Son,  I  would  like  to  say 
something  to  you  that  would  be  helpful;  but  I  feel  that 
if  my  training  has  not  prepared  you  for  this  task  of 
caring  for  yourself,  then  any  last-minute  advice  would 
be  useless.  So  I  will  only  say,  'May  God  bless  you,  and 
help  you  to  remember  your  home  training.'  "  A  better 
thing  could  not  have  been  said. 

When  we  as  parents  are  face  to  face  with  such  a  mo- 
ment, this  home  leaving,  it  comes  with  a  sudden  em- 
phasis, "How  important  were  those  growing  years,  those 
golden  opportunities!"  And  do  we  not  all  wish  we  had 
done  more?    But  the  yesterdays  are  gone.    Tomorrow  is 
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just  around  the  corner,  but  it  may  never  come.  Only 
today  is  ours,  and  it  is  already  here. 

Today,  what  can  we  do?  How  can  we  protect,  and 
fortify  that  boy  or  girl  who  is  away  at  college,  or  work- 
ing in  a  distant  city  away  from  parental  protection? 
First  let  us  look  carefully  to  the  past.  Wherein  have 
we  failed?  Each  parent  must  make  that  examination, 
that  confession;  and  then  set  about  to  find  ways  and 
means  of  answering  the  question,  "What  can  I  do  now?" 

Are  we  certain  our  children  know,  beyond  any  doubt, 
that  we  have  high  standards  for  moral  conduct;  that  we 
have  a  faith,  a  religion,  that  anchors  our  souls?  Some 
parents  are  afraid  to  tell  their  children  what  they  think 
about  modern  social  evils,  for  fear  the  children  may 
think  they  are  old-fashioned  and  out  of  date.  The  re- 
sult is  the  children  take  silence  to  mean  a  sanction. 
Some  parents  refuse  to  say  anything  about  their  own 
religious  beliefs,  because  they  want  the  children  to  make 
their  own  choice.  One  father  said,  "I  never  talk  to  my 
children  about  religion  because  I  do  not  want  to  in- 
fluence them  one  way  or  another.  I  want  them  to  think 
for  themselves."  The  fact  was  that  his  indifference  did 
influence  them  greatly.  They  followed  his  example, 
and  had  very  little  to  do  with  religious  matters.  That 
same  father  was  very  enthusiastic  about  teaching  his 
politics  to  his  children,  and  again  his  influence  was 
great.  They  followed  in  his  steps.  How  great  is  the 
parental  influence!     Much  greater  than  we  often  think! 

In  a  certain  home  a  mother  had  died.  The  married 
children  were  called  home.  When  the  minister  was 
writing  the  obituary  he  asked,  "Was  your  mother  a 
Christian?"  The  children  looked  at  each  other,  one 
waiting  for  the  other  to  answer.  Finally  the  son  said, 
"Oh,  yes,  she  was  a  Christian."  Then  the  minister 
asked,  "Of  what  church  was  she  a  member?"  Again 
there  was  silence.  Hesitatingly  the  daughter  said,  "Well, 
I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  it  was  the  Methodist."  The 
son  said,  "No,  I  think  it  was  the  Christian  Church."  To 
settle  the  matter  the  oldest  daughter  was  called  in,  and 
she  declared  it  was  the  Baptist  Church. 

Both  these  families  of  children  can  never  have  the 
joy  of  singing  that  grand  old  hymn,  Faith  of  Our  Fa- 
thers, because  the  lack  of  faith  of  their  own  fathers  and 
mothers  will  loom  up  so  great.  So  if  your  own  children 
have  not  yet  heard  you  talk  about  your  religion,  begin 
today.  Talk  about  it,  write  to  them  about  it,  live  it  so 
they  can  see  it.  Do  you  have  convictions  about  social 
evils?  Do  you  have  moral  standards  that  are  high 
enough  to  keep  purity  from  being  trampled  under  foot, 
or  trailed  in  the  filth  of  moral  corruption?  It  is  pathetic 
when  young  people  leave  home  without  knowing  how 
their  own  fathers  and  mothers  would  face  the  tempta- 
tions almost  sure  to  come,  and  what  they  would  say  and 
do  when  meeting  the  same  problems  that  unexpectedly 
block  their  way  and  try  their  strength.  What  a  basis 
for  fortitude  when  youth  can  say,  "I  know  what  moth- 
er would  say."  Or,  "I  know  what  father  thinks."  For- 
tunate is  that  youth  who  has  been  taught  day  by  day,  in 
no  uncertain  terms,  that  black  is  black  and  white  is 
white.  If  a  thing  is  wrong  it  is  sin,  and  should  have  no 
place  in  one's  life.  If  a  thing  is  right  it  should  have 
our  sanction  and  support. 

Do  the  children  away  from  home  know  that  you  are 
expecting  much  of  them,  that  you  are  trusting  them, 
that  you  believe  in  them?  Nothing  ever  helped  me 
more  when  I  was  a  youth  in  college  than  the  assurance 
that  my  father  and  mother  expected  me  to  do  the  right 


thing,  and  had  unlimited  faith  in  me.  I  dared  not,  I 
could  not  betray  their  trust.  There  was  never  any  doubt 
in  my  mind  about  their  moral  standards,  and  their  re- 
ligious faith.  That  assurance  was  a  safeguard,  and  a 
fortitude  many  times  during  those  early  years  of  in- 
experience away  from  home. 

They  may  be  off  to  college,  but  they  are  not  too  far 
away  to  feel  the  influence  of  home  and  parental  guid- 
ance. We  are  not  doing  well  our  job  of  parenthood  if 
we  feel  our  task  is  finished.  It  is  never  finished.  We 
must  not,  we  dare  not  fail  our  children.  Then  can  we 
pray,  "God  bless  you,  dear  child,  and  help  you  to  re- 
member your  home  training." 

Cerro  Gordo,  IIU 


From  My  Scrapbook 

SELECTED  BY  MARTHA  CLICK  SENGER 

Some  have  the  attitude  in  prayer:  "Hear,  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  speaketh,"  instead  of,  "Speak,  Lord,  for 
thy  servant  heareth." 

Some  people  are  willing  to  die  for  Jesus,  but  are  not 
willing  to  live  for  him. 

What  good  will  our  information  do  if  we  live  as  we  did 
before  we  were  informed? 

Everything  we  do  in  the  way  of  helping  others  is  a 
chain  to  bind  us  to  our  Savior. 

No  man  is  defeated  until  he  quits. 

Sometimes  we  lose  by  winning  and  sometimes  we  win 
by  losing. 

For  a  just  criticism — receive  it;  for  unjust  criticism — 
ignore  it. 

Are  we  changing  the  age  or  is  the  age  changing  us? 

Only  one  life,  'twill  soon  be  past; 
Only  what's  done  for  Christ  will  last. 

God  wants  us  to  tithe  our  lives  as  well  as  our  money. 
Our  church  program  is  like  a  garden.     If  we  want 
good  to  come  we  must  keep  out  the  weeds. 

I  know  not  by  ■what   methods   rare, 
But  this  I  know,  God  answers  prayer. 
I  know  not  when  he  sends  the  word 
That  tells  us  fervent  prayer  is  heard. 
I  know  it  cometh  soon  or  late: 
Therefore  we  need  to  pray  and  wait. 
I  know  not  if  the  blessing  sought 
Will  come  in  just  the  guise  I  thought. 
I  leave  my  prayers  with  him  alone 
Whose  will  is  finer  than  my  own. 

We  teach  a  little  by  what  we  say,  more  by  what  we 
do,  and  even  more  by  what  we  are. 

God  and  the  doctor  we  alike  adore 
Just  in  time  of  trouble — not  before. 
All  trials  past,  both  are  alike  requited: 
God  is  forgotten  and  the  doctor  slighted. 

We  need  not  at  all  times  know  the  dangerous  rocks, 
if  we  know  where  the  deep  water  is  and  stay  in  it. 

"God  hath  not  promised 

Skies   ever   blue, 
Flower  strewn  pathways 
Always    for    you. 

"God  hath  not  promised 
Sun  without  rain, 
Joy   without    sorrow, 
-    Peace  without  pain. 

"But   he    hath    promised 
Strength    from    above, 
Unfailing    sympathy. 
Undying  love." 
Glendale,  Calif. 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 
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BY  KATHRYN  KIRACOFE 


When  one  asks  the  parents  in  a  village  about  sending 
the  daughter  as  well  as  the  son  to  school,  many  times 
the  answer  is,  "Oh,  she  is  just  a  girl  and  will  always 
remain  a  girl,  so  why  bother  to  educate  her!"  Some- 
times one  hears:  "She's  just  a  girl;  she  can't  learn."  In 
one  village  at  least,  this  past  winter,  it  was  proven  that 
the  girls  and  women  can  learn  as  well  as  the  opposite 
sex,  if  given  a  chance.  Sister  Sadie  Miller  had  had 
it  on  her  heart  for  quite  a  while  to  give  the  women  a 
chance  to  see  what  women  can  do.  She  selected  a  little 
village  in  the  north  of  Raj  Pipla  State  in  which  to  carry 
out  her  project.  Christian  work  had  been  started  in 
this  village  only  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  now  there 
were  ten  Christians  there,  less  than  a  year  old  in  the 
Christian  life.  There  is  a  little  school  in  the  village, 
this  being  its  second  year  of  work.  The  people  of  the 
village  are  of  the  aboriginal  group,  and  for  the  most  part 
are  illiterate.  It  was  a  new  experience  for  them  to  have 
the  Miss  Sahib  and  her  helpers  come  to  their  village, 
and  stranger  still  did  it  seem  to  them  when  the  Sahib 
went  from  hut  to  hut  and  talked  with  the  women  about 
their  learning  to  care  for  their  babies  better,  and  to  sew 
and  to  knit.  The  women  responded,  shyly  and  curious- 
ly at  first,  but  soon  they  were  keenly  interested  in  what 
she  had  to  teach  them.  The  men  could  not  refrain  from 
coming  too  in  order  to  see  what  the  women  were  doing. 
They  became  interested  and  asked  that  they  might 
learn  also,  and  soon  several  of  the  men  and  boys  were 
sitting  on  the  side  learning  to  sew,  making  draw  strings 
on  spools  or  by  hand,  and  one  man  even  learned  to  knit. 

Day  after  day  this  work  and  the  classes  in  Bible  teach- 
ing and  baby  care  continued.  Then  the  Miss  Sahib  sug- 
gested that  they  have  a  display  of  what  they  were  mak- 
ing. The  idea  grew.  A  special  day  was  set  and  plans 
were  made.  Upon  invitation  we  went.  We  arrived  in 
the  village  the  day  before  the  big  day.  Others  also 
came.  The  schoolgirls  and  their  teacher  from  the  near- 
est station  school  came,  and  several  masters  from  near- 
by villages  came  and  brought  their  schoolboys. 

The  morning  of  the  great  day  the  women  were  out 
early.  Two  women  during  this  month  of  special  classes 
had  accepted  Christ,  and  had  removed  all  their  jewelry. 
One  of  the  two  had  also  laid  aside  her  village  dress  and 
put  on  the  gageri  and  sardi  like  the  educated  Christian 
women  wear.  All  the  other  women  came  wearing  their 
typical  red  sardis,  tucked  up  to  suit  their  taste.  The 
men  also  gathered,  and  the  program  of  the  day  began. 
A  temporary  booth  had  been  put  up  for  the  meeting.  It 
was  decorated  with  flags  and  flowers,  and  around  the 
walls  were  both  health  and  Bible  pictures  that  had  been 
used  in  the  classes. 

The  master  opened  the  program  by  giving  a  few  words 
of  welcome;  then  Miss  Warstler  gave  a  special  talk  to 
the  women,  further  encouraging  them  in  their  efforts  to 
learn.  She  said:  "Sisters,  you  are  women  just  like  we 
are.  We  have  studied  and  have  profited  by  education. 
And  you,  too,  can  learn."  After  this  came  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  things  the  women  had  made.  There  were 
women's  jackets,  baby  dresses,  little  boys'  coats,  knitted 
sweaters,  scarfs  and  baby  caps,  and  oodles  of  the  draw 
strings  of  different  colors.  These  women,  who  before 
this  had  never  held  a  needle  or  scissors  in  their  hands, 
had  made  all  these  in  less  than  a  month's  time!     The 


men  of  the  surrounding  villages,  who  had  not  seen 
the  work  in  process,  stared  in  wonder.  And  the  women 
peeped  out  from  behind  their  sardis,  drawn  halfway 
over  their  faces,  in  wonder  at  themselves. 

After  all  had  seen  the  handwork  and  had  stared 
in  amazement,  Miss  Miller  called  for  the  women  to 
bring  their  babies  forward.  These  women  had  been 
hearing  lessons  daily  on  how  to  keep  the  baby  clean 
and  healthy,  and  they  had  been  told  that  on  this  day  the 
cleanest  and  healthiest  baby  would  receive  a  prize;  so 
they  came  forward,  each  proudly  carrying  her  baby 
whom  she  had  given  special  attention  for  this  occasion. 
There  were  ten  of  them,  dressed  in  little  frocks  and  ap- 
pearing their  best.  Close  inspection,  however,  showed 
that  there  were  some  things  which  the  mothers  over- 
looked. There  were  some  dirty  ears  and  dirty  heads. 
Two  were  selected  for  first  and  second  prizes,  the  first 
prize  going  to  a  little  baby  girl  named  Mali,  meaning 
dirty,  but  this  day  she  had  been  bathed  and  oiled  from 
head  to  foot  until  her  little  brown  body  shone.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  when  the  prizes  were  given  out,  little 
Mali  laughed  aloud  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  whole  group 
when  her  proud  mother  brought  her  forward  to  claim 
her  prize. 

During  the  afternoon  there  were  games  and  contests 
for  the  girls.  At  first  the  older  girls  hesitated  to  enter 
the  games,  but  soon  they  had  forgotten  their  shyness 
and  were  vying  with  each  other  to  see  who  could  thread 
her  needle  first;  or  in  an  adaptation  of  the  game,  musical 
chairs,  to  see  who  could  get  to  her  place  first.  This  inter- 
est increased  until  the  leader  announced  that  the  last 
game  had  been  played. 

This  concluded  the  women's  part  for  the  day.  They 
had  experienced  a  new  joy,  the  joy  of  accomplishing 
something  for  which  the  men  gave  recognition  and 
praise.  And  they  wended  their  way  to  their  homes  to 
take  up  their  evening  tasks  with  a  sense  of  new  pride 
and  self-respect. 

The  men  could  be  left  out  no  longer.  They  had  been 
sitting  back  and  looking  on  all  day,  and  now  they  were 
ready  to  display  their  abilities.  Throughout  the  eve- 
ning and  far  into  the  night,  the  schoolboys  from  the 
various  villages  gave  dramas,  dialogues,  and  songs  that 
were  used  in  their  Christmas  programs  and  on  other 
occasions  during  the  year. 
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WOMEN   WHO  DESERVE   A   CHANCE 

We  left  the  next  morning.  As  we 
went  into  the  railway  center  to  take 
the  train  we  heard  various  remarks 
about  the  work  that  had  been  going  on 
in  this  little  village.  One  man  said, 
"Before  this  little  village  of  Dajipura 
[the  village  in  which  this  work  went 
on]  was  hardly  known,  but  now  every- 
one is  talking  about  Dajipura."  And 
it  was  true,  for  not  only  the  women, 
but  also  the  men,  had  seen  take  place 
here  what  was  to  them  almost  a  mira- 
cle. They  had  seen  that  women,  too, 
can  learn  if  given  the  chance. 

Vyara,  India. 

Good  Programs  for  Women's  Missionary 
Societies 

The  four  mimeographed  programs  prepared  especially 
for  Women's  Missionary  Societies  are  ready  for  use. 
They  are  as  follows: 

Our  Mission  Girls'  Schools    5c 

Builders  of  the  Kingdom   5c 

Hobbies  of  Missionaries    5c 

Christmas  Around  the  World   5c 

It  is  suggested  that  these  four  programs  be  used  dur- 
ing the  four  months  of  September,  October,  November 
and  December;  however,  they  contain  facts  about  our 
church  and  mission  work  which  are  suitable  to  be  used 
at  any  time. 

Every  missionary  group  will  want  to  order  the  four 
programs.  Order  them  from  The  General  Boards,  22 
South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 


Missionary  Society  Program 

Our  Mission  Girls'  Schools 

Because  the  Women's  Work  Project  is  so  largely  in 
behalf  of  the  women  and  girls  of  India,  China  and 
Africa,  each  year  the  women  and  schoolgirls  of  these 
lands  speak  to  the  women  of  our  church  through  a 
splendid  mimeographed  program  entitled  Our  Mission 
Girls'  Schools.  For  the  past  several  years  these  Chris- 
tian women  of  other  lands  have  spoken  to  us  through  a 
program  bearing  the  same  title. 

The  stories  of  their  lives  reveal  the  value  of  the 
Women's  Work  Project  as  the  money  given  in  their  be- 
half is  transmuted  into  beautiful,  transformed  lives  of 
consecration  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Sister  Eliza  Miller  has  told  the  story  of  Chitli  of  India. 
Mary  Schaeffer  has  written  about  Wu,  Fragrant  Jewel 
of  China;  Christine  Kulp  gives  the  account  of  Jenatua 
of  Africa.  Rachel  Myers  from  Bulsar  takes  us  on  a  visit 
among  some  India  girls  and  Betty  Blickenstaff  tells 
about  her  experiences  as  she  helps  the  women  of  India 
to  have  better  health.  Hazel  Rothrock  describes  Jade 
Flower;  Anna  Hutchison  shows  the  happiness  and  beau- 
ty of  Fu  Mei,  and  Mary  Schaeffer  makes  us  acquainted 
with  Han — admirable  and  brave.  The  program  ends 
with  the  delightful  story  which  Modena  Studebaker  has 


written  about  the  Dedication  of  Babies  in  Africa,  and  a 
lovely  poem  entitled  Sisters  Around  the  World. 

In  this  program  there  is  no  lack  of  material  for  a 
worth-while  service.  It  was  prepared  to  be  used  in  the 
month  of  September  when  many  missionary  societies 
begin  anew  their  work  for  the  new  church  year.  It  is 
intended  to  bring  the  women's  missionary  project  afresh 
to  our  minds. 

Order  Our  Mission  Girls'  Schools,  5c,  from  The  Gen- 
eral Boards,  22  South  State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 


Echoes  From  India 

BY  JOY  C.   FASNACHT 
Number  3 

Once  a  year  a  jatra  or  fair  is  held  in  Vyara.  It  re- 
sembles a  fair  in  the  States.  The  fair  lasts  about  a 
week.  It  occurs  during  the  first  full  moon  after  New 
Year. 

The  people  come  in  ox-carts,  bringing  hay  for  their 
oxen,  grain  for  their  own  food,  and  a  few  bed  clothes 
and  other  belongings.  Some  stay  a  few  days,  while 
others  remain  for  the  entire  week.  Some  visitors  put 
poles  in  the  ground  and  tie  bamboo  mats  to  them  to  form 
temporary  homes.  Others  live  for  a  few  days  with  the 
moonlit  sky  or  an  ox-cart  to  cover  their  sleeping  forms. 
If  they  are  not  too  poor,  they  will  have  a  light  blanket 
which  will  be  thrown  over  them  at  night.  Fires  for 
cooking  are  made  in  shallow  holes  in  the  ground.  Peo- 
ple come  to  enjoy  themselves  and  so  leave  their  cares 
behind  for  a  few  days. 

Several  thoroughfares  are  lined  with  booths.  Some 
merchants  sell  candies  and  sweetmeats.  Others  sell  cold 
drinks,  tea,  aluminum  and  brass  vessels,  ready-made 
clothing,  cloth,  ornaments,  books,  and  many  other  odds 
and  ends.  Between  the  booths  the  lanes  are  lined  with 
people  selling  popcorn  which  is  heaped  on  a  cloth  by 
the  roadside.  Dust  from  the  tramping  feet  drifts  over 
the  piles  of  white  popcorn.  In  one  part  of  the  jatra 
butchers  exhibit  carcasses  of  dressed  goats.  The  butcher 
shop  consists  of  a  bit  of  meat,  a  pole  to  which  this  is 
tied,  and  a  cleaver.  Roasts  are  deftly  cut  with  the 
cleaver  while  you  wait. 

Among  the  attractions  at  such  a  fair  are  several  wood- 
en Ferris  wheels.    They  are  driven  by  hand  power,  but 
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have  many  customers.  Several  holy  men  also  are  al- 
ways clamoring  for  attention.  Their  chief  interest  seems 
to  be  begging — not  inspiring  holiness  in  others.  We 
took  some  pictures  of  holy  men  and  other  interesting 
things  at  the  fair  and  hope  to  have  some  suitable  snap- 
shots to  share. 

Vyara,  India. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED   BY   MERLIN   C.    SHULL 

The  Bulletin  on  Relief  in  France,  issued  by  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee,  for  June  27,  1941,  is  of 
unusual  interest,  though  the  Bulletin  always  throbs 
with  incidents  of  Christlike  ministry  to  human  need. 
In  this  Bulletin  we  find  many  interesting  things.  A 
hundred  European  children  arriving  in  New  York  last 
week,  says  this  Bulletin,  stared  incredulously  at  the 
milk  offered  them  on  the  pier  by  their  American  hosts. 
Customs  officials  shook  their  heads  at  the  sight  of 
pinched  faces  and  thin,  bony  bodies,  seeing  not  the  chil- 
dren, but  the  millions  in  Europe  living  in  hardship.  The 
Friends  Service  Committee,  through  its  staff  in  unoccu- 
pied France,  has  been  reaching  some  50,000  children 
through  the  daily  canteen  meals  in  the  schools,  convert- 
ing the  generous  cash  contributions  of  American  church 
and  philanthropic  committees  into  stores  of  milk,  vita- 
mins, rice  and  vegetables.  This  Bulletin  goes  on  to  de- 
scribe the  conditions  in  several  unoccupied  villages  that 
are  now  being  rebuilt,  made  over  into  self-supporting 
and  self-respecting  communities.  Various  organizations 
have  "adopted"  a  village,  as  the  Unitarian  Service  Com- 
mittee. It  is  suggested  that  such  a  project  would  be 
very  appealing  to  American  villages  or  communities. 

The  Quaker  Hill  Post  is  always  a  welcome  visitor  to 
the  office  of  Peace  News.  The  June-July  1941  number 
has  just  arrived  at  this  writing.  Many  times  in  the  past 
we  have  told  of  the  new  arrivals  from  foreign  lands,  of 
those  who  have  fled  the  heavy  hand  of  persecution.  It 
was  a  pleasure  to  note  in  this  Bulletin  the  account  of 
many  of  these  once  new  arrivals,  as  now  leaving  for 
various  positions.  For  instance  we  read:  Emil  and 
Elizabeth  Spitzer  moved  to  Indianapolis  on  May  6, 
when  Emil  started  his  connection  with  the  statistical  de- 
partment of  the  Indianapolis  School  Board  on  May  18. 
Kurt  Soner,  who  moved  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  early  in 
May  with  his  wife,  Erna,  began  work  on  May  19  in  the 
office  of  the  leather  firm  where  Erna  has  been  employed. 
Carl  Frucht  began  work  on  a  dairy  farm  on  May  20. 
On  this  two-hundred-acre  farm  just  outside  of  Rich- 
mond he  will  spend  the  summer  and  learn  many  new 
things.     Hans  Suskind  left  Quaker  Hill  temporarily  to 


fill  a  two-week  appointment  in  an  Indianapolis  depart- 
ment store  as  a  hand-writing  expert.  Louis  Traugott 
returned  to  New  York  after  a  month  and  a  half  here 
perfecting  his  English.  Charles  Hirsch  left  for  Cali- 
fornia with  Virginia  Perkins  on  June  16.  He  is  plan- 
ning to  join  friends  in  San  Diego  and  look  for  work  as  a 
mechanic  there.  Erwin  Schreiber  became  associated 
with  a  ladies'  garment  firm  in  Chicago  on  June  30. 

Explorer's  Club  is  the  name  given  their  bunk  house 
by  ten  young  men  at  Camp  Lagro.  We  are  certain 
Richard  Myers  didn't  realize  that  his  letter,  at  least  in 
part,  would  be  published  when  he  sent  it  to  Literary 
Editor  Ora  Garber;  but  it  is  such  a  good  letter,  revealing 
so  much  of  the  fine  influence  of  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  that  we  must  share  it  with  you.  And  in- 
cidentally those  of  you  who  do  not  know  Richard  will 
realize  to  some  degree  how  much  he  is  missed  at  the 
Elgin  headquarters.  Richard  was  in  the  linotype  room. 
He  writes:  "My  experience  here  isn't  comparable  to 
anything  I  have  known.  The  spiritual  is  so  real  to  me 
that  I'm  almost  happy  to  be  here  to  experience  it.  On 
the  whole  the  boys  are  ideal  young  men  in  morals  and 
things  of  the  spirit.  We  have  daily  Bible  reading,  medi- 
tation and  prayer  for  the  entire  camp  following  break- 
fast. This,  at  least  in  my  case,  is  helpful  beyond  de- 
scription and  brings  inspiration  for  self-improvement 
every  morning.  The  service  is  short  and  the  leadership 
is  to  be  assumed  by  all  campers,  and  this  democratic 
method  is  valuable  to  educate  all  of  us  in  stepping  out 
into  devotional  service.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  Ralph  Town- 
send  and  Wilbur  Bollinger  form  a  triumvirate  that  so 
far  has  accomplished  superb  work  in  camp  management. 
Camp  government  promises  to  be  an  interesting  experi- 
ence, as  does  also  the  camp-owned  co-operative  store. 
Woodworking  and  Bible  study  are  among  the  projects 
at  present  underfoot  for  education.  We  needn't  go 
away  from  camp  for  instruction  as  we  have  a  number 
of  college  graduates,  and  even  some  who  are  not,  but 
who  certainly  have  valuable  information  and  experience 
to  impart.  All  kinds  of  skills  are  represented  and  in 
due  course  I  feel  none  of  us  will  need  to  go  hungry  for 
knowledge,  because  there  is  a  golden  opportunity  to 
read,  study,  converse  and  practice  our  interests.  I  feel 
I  can't  help  but  be  a  better  man  in  my  church  and  com- 
munity after  this  year  here  because  here  we  seemingly 
grasp  and  deal  with  the  basic  fundamentals  of  Christi- 
anity, which  often  in  the  rush  of  modern  existence  we 
somehow  skip  over  lightly."  Richard's  wife,  the  former 
Irene  Winger,  niece  of  Otho  and  J.  O.  Winger,  is  helping 
in  the  offices  of  the  General  Boards.  This  separation  is 
perhaps  the  reason  why  Richard  says,  "I'm  almost  hap- 
py to  be  here." 

Elgin,  III. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  August  9-16 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Bosler  are  in  America  now,  but 
they  continue  to  plan  to  return  to  Africa  as  soon  as  the 
way  opens. 

Your  Prayer  Calendar  gives  dates  and  facts  concerning 
the  Boslers  on  page  7.    Let  it  be  a  guide  for  your  prayers. 


HOWARD  BOSLER,  M.  D. 


MRS.  HOWARD  BOSLER 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  August  10 

Sunday-school  Lesson.  James  Teaches  Consistent 
Christian  Living.— James  1:17-22;  2:14-17;  5:12.  Golden 
Text,  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  our  God  and 
Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their 
affliction,  and  to  keep  oneself  unspotted  from  the  world. 
James  1:27. 

Christian  Workers.  Overcoming  Worry.  Prov.  3:5-8; 
Phil.  4:4-7. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.     They  Caught  the  Vision. 

Intermediates.     What  Is  Worship? 
e        •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  W.  Va. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Laurel  Branch  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Archie  Naff,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  Eversole 
church,  Ohio,  Bro.  John  H.  Root,  elder. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  Pa., 
Brother  and  Sister  Linford  Rotenberger,  evangelists. 

Four  baptized  and  seven  reconsecrated  in  the  New 
Bethel  church,  Va.,  Bro.  E.  F.  Humphreys,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. •       o       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 

Bro.  Elwood  F.  Humphreys,  Aug.  10-24,  in  the  Snow 
Creek  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi,  Aug.  31— Sept.  10,  in  the 
Windber  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Frank  B.  Layman,  Rocky  Mount,  Va.,  Aug.  24 — 
Sept.  7,  in  the  Jones  Chapel  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter,  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va.,  in 
the  Purchase  Line  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  11-24. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa.,  in  the  Water- 
side church,  New  Enterprise  congregation,  Pa.,  Aug.  11. 

Bro.  O.  F.  Bowman,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Aug.  18-31,  in 
the  Bethlehem  church,  South  Fork  congregation,  W.  Va. 
•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Western  Canada  has  chosen  Eld.  Harold  Michael  as 
Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Conference  of 
1942,  with  Eld.  E.  C.  Cawley  as  alternate. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  W.  Lear,  now  of  Glendora,  Calif., 
have  such  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  brother- 
hood that  there  will  be  many  to  rejoice  with  them  on 
their  approaching  golden  wedding.  The  date  of  the 
celebration  is  next  Saturday,  Aug.  16. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  R.  Frantz  of  Fruita,  Colo.,  have 
our  congratulations  and  good  wishes  for  many  happy 
returns.  They  have  journeyed  life's  pathway  together 
for  fifty-seven  years.  Both  are  in  reasonably  good 
health  and  attend  services  each  Lord's  Day. 


Pastor  Paul  M.  Robinson  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  is 
preaching  a  series  of  sermons  based  on  favorite  chap- 
ters selected  by  vote  of  the  congregation.  Last  Sunday 
it  was  The  Gospel  of  the  Happy  Life  (Matt.  5).  To- 
morrow it's  The  Gospel  of  the  Good  Shepherd  (Psa.  23). 

The  Comptons,  Brother  and  Sister  T.  R.,  of  Arlington, 
Va.,  out  on  a  vacation  tour,  thought  they  would  better 
see  us  on  their  homeward  way,  which  they  did.  About 
the  same  time  a  similar  idea  occurred  to  Pastor  J.  S. 
Flory  and  family  of  the  Cedar  Creek  church  of  North- 
ern Indiana. 

Bro.  James  A.  Sell,  our  veteran  of  nearly  ninety-six 
years,  has  removed  from  the  Morrison  Cove  Home  and 
his  new  address  is  328  West  Plank  Road,  Altoona,  Pa. 
Referring  to  the  loss  of  his  companion  of  seventy-four 
years,  he  says:  "Though  bereaved  and  lonely  .  .  .  the 
pleasant  memories  of  the  past  and  the  cherished  hopes 
of  the  future"  will  not  let  him  be  discouraged.  The 
eyes  and  hands  of  others  must  read  and  write  for  him 
now,  but,  "I  still  love  to  receive  messages  from  my 
friends." 

To  Bro.  I.  W.  Moomaw  of  Anklesvar,  India,  congratu- 
lations. From  Missionary  Bollinger's  letter  to  Secre- 
tary Bonsack,  we  quote:  "The  King's  Birthday  Honors 
list  on  the  12th  of  June  contains  Moomaw's  name.  He 
was  given  the  Kaiser-i-Hind  gold  medal.  This  is  given 
to  medical  people,  social  workers,  missionaries,  etc., 
for  meritorious  social  service.  .  .  .  We  are  all  very 
happy  about  it  as  we  feel  that  he  well  deserves  this 
recognition  for  the  splendid  contribution  he  has  made 
in  the  field  of  vocational  education  and  the  training 
of  village   teachers." 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  love  feast  at  Mountain  View,  Lost  River,  W.  Va., 
is  this  very  evening,  Saturday,  Aug.  9. 

Southern  Indiana  will  meet  in  district  conference  in 
the  Rossville  church,  Aug.  26-28,  Clerk  F.  G.  Replogle 
advises  us. 

Turn  to  page  24  to  find  out  what  the  Camp  Harmony 
Assembly  did  about  liquor  advertising  and  your  oppor- 
tunity to  help.    Will  you  join  the  protest? 

The  outing  with  the  guests  and  friends  of  the  Mor- 
rison Cove  Home  for  aged  and  infirm  at  Martinsburg, 
Pa.,  will  be  held  Aug.  14.  "An  invitation  is  extended 
to  all." 

Northern  Indiana  district  conference  is  to  be  held 
at  Camp  Mack  Aug.  12-14,  instead  of  Aug.  19-21  as  the 
Yearbook  states.  Lodging  is  free  to  members  bringing 
their  own  bedding.     Welcome. — L.  W.  Shultz. 

Bro.  G.  E.  Barkdoll  writes  that  the  improvements  on 
the  facilities  for  holding  the  Michigan  district  confer- 
ence are  going  forward  and  promise  to  be  ready  in  time 
for  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  Marilla,  Aug.  19-22.  It 
has  been  learned  also  that  the  program  is  full  and 
strong  with  speakers  like  Olivia  Ikenberry  and  M.  R. 
Zigler,  not  to  mention  able  Michigan  talent.  See  state- 
ment on  page  23. 
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Please  note  the  dates  of  the  adult  discussion  group 
topics  in  this  week's  and  in  last  week's  Messenger. 
Through  some  inadvertence  the  last  was  put  first.  For- 
tunately there  is  still  time  to  use  the  topics  on  the 
Sundays  intended. 

Frontiers  of  American  Life  is  the  general  title  of  a 
baker's  dozen  of  Wednesday  addresses  sponsored  by  the 
Home,  Missions  Council  of  North  America  and  to  be 
given  August  to  October.  Tune  in  on  WJZ  and  stations 
of  the  Blue  network  at  1:30-1:45  P.  M.,  E.  D.  S.  T. 
through  Sept.  24,  then  Eastern  Standard  Time. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  has  information  of 
interest  to  an  experienced  printer,  preferably  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  who  may  be  interested 
in  employment  in  a  job  print  shop  located  in  a  Brethren 
college  town.  The  owner  will  pay  wages  or  lease  the 
shop  to  the  right  man.  Write  the  above-named  commit- 
tee, Elgin,  111. 

If  son  or  daughter  is  to  be  in  college  this  year  you 
could  not  do  better  than  see  that  he  or  she  gets  a  per- 
sonal copy  of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  In  churches  with 
the  100%  club  the  cost  would  be  but  one  dollar,  with  the 
75%  club  $1.25.  It  would  even  be  worth  two  dollars  per 
year  to  keep  your  child  in  touch  with  the  church 
through  the  Messenger. 

Many  calls  for  the  Episcopal  marriage  ceremony  have 
been  received.  In  response  to  these  calls  the  Gish  Fund 
Committee  has  had  reprints  made  of  this  ceremony. 
These  reprints  can  be  inserted  in  the  Minister's  Man- 
ual or  the  Bible.  Any  minister  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  can  secure  a  copy  free  by  sending  an  ad- 
dressed, stamped  envelope  with  the  request. 

Rev.  Francis  C.  Stifler,  editorial  secretary  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  will  again  be  heard  over  the 
facilities  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  every 
Thursday  during  August  to  November  at  1:30  EDT  up 
to  Sept.  25  inclusive  and  EST  after  that  date.  Under 
the  theme,  The  Light  Shines  in  the  Darkness,  Dr.  Stifler 
will  trace  the  story  of  the  Bible's  unbroken  ministry 
throughout  the  Christian  centuries  and  the  marvelous 
way  in  which  the  present  bewildered  world  is  demand- 
ing light  from  this  Book. 


Books  to  Be  Removed  From  the  Gish  Fund  List 

The  supply  of  the  following  Gish  Fund  books  is  low. 
No  more  will  be  ordered.  As  soon  as  the  last  copy  of 
any  of  these  books  is  sold  that  title  is  automatically  re- 
moved from  the  Gish  list. 

219.  The  Funeral  Message 

220.  Religion  in  Shoes 
224.  The  Minister's  Job 

238.  Complete  Index  to  the  Thought  and  Teachings 

of  Christ 
249.  The  Message  of  the  Book  of  Revelation 
253.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus 
258.  Pastoral  Psychiatry 

261.  Christian  Education  and  the  Alcohol  Problem 
264.  Highland  Shepherds 
277.  Faces  About  the  Cross 
281.  The  Messages  of  the  Prophets 
Our  stock  of  the  following  is  exhausted,  and  they  may 
no  longer  be  ordered  as  Gish  Fund  books. 
231.  The  Singing  Church 
245.  Educational  Work  of  the  Church 
249.  Christian  Alternative  to  World  Chaos 


A  Stewardship  Bargain:  The  Way  to  the  Best,  or 
Studies  in  Stewardship  by  Robert  P.  Anderson  is  an  ex- 
cellent 64-page,  five-chapter  study  manual  offering  ma- 
terial for  definite  stewardship  studies.  When  this  book 
was  first  introduced  to  the  churches  some  years  ago  a 
large  supply  was  ordered  because  it  was  such  a  good  lit- 
tle book.  A  small  surplus  stock  is  yet  on  hand  and  this 
25c  book  is  now  offered  to  you  at  15c,  postpaid.  Send 
orders  to  General  Boards,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

The  Pine  Creek  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  cele- 
brate the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  building  of  its 
first  house  of  worship  Aug.  21-24.  Three  near-by 
churches  will  assist:  North  Liberty,  Thursday  evening; 
Blissville,  Friday  evening;  Center,  Saturday  evening.  At 
the  Sunday  all-day  meeting,  Prof.  J.  O.  Winger  will 
speak  in  the  morning  and  evening,  Pastor  Joseph  E. 
Whitacre  in  the  afternoon.  A  basket  dinner  will  be 
served.  "All  former  members  and  friends,  their  rela- 
tives, and  former  ministers  of  Pine  Creek  are  cordially 
invited." 

•       •        o 

Four  New  Gish  Books 

The  following  books  have  been  selected  by  the  Gish 
Fund  Committee  and  are  now  available  to  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  announced  Gish 
prices. 

No.  284.  Windows  That  Let  In  the  Light,  by  Dallas 
Baer.  Will  be  on  the  Gish  list  only  a  few  months. 
Regular  price,  $1.00;  Gish  price,  60c. 

No.  285.  Faith  Is  the  Answer,  by  Smiley  Blanton  and 
Vincent  Norman  Peale.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  Gish  price, 
$1.00. 

No.  286.  Abraham  to  Allenby,  by  G.  Frederick  Owen. 
Regular  price,  $1.50;  Gish  price,  75c. 

No.  287.  Living  Prayerfully,  by  Kirby  Page.  By  spe- 
cial action  of  the  committee  this  book  will  not  be  sent 
out  on  the  stated  mailing  list.  Any  minister  desiring  a 
copy  must  order  it.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  Gish  price, 
$1.00. 

Reviews  or  explanatory  statements  of  these  books  fol- 
low. 

Windows  That  Let  In  the  Light.  Dallas  C.  Baer.  Zon- 
dervan,  1940.     132  pages.     $1.00. 

The  author  believes  that  Jesus  used  parables  as  win- 
dows to  let  in  the  light  of  God's  eternal  truth.  Accord- 
ingly he  has  put  eleven  sermons  on  as  many  parables 
into  this  book.  The  parables  treated  are:  the  two  debt- 
ors; the  wise  and  the  foolish  builder;  the  hardhearted 
creditor;  the  good  Samaritan;  the  two  sons;  the  talents; 
the  rich  fool;  the  wicked  husbandmen;  the  friend  at 
midnight;  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus;  the  great  supper. 
He  makes  no  attempt  at  critical  appraisal  or  classifica- 
tion of  the  parables  selected,  but  he  gives  us  in  simple 
and  plain  words  some  practical  truths  taught  through 
them,  presumably  in  much  the  same  fashion  as  he 
preached  them  in  his  church  at  Selingsgrove,  Pa.  One 
sometimes  feels  that  the  author's  treatment  borders  on 
allegorizing,  but  it  is  not  carried  to  an  offensive  degree. 
There  is  an  opening  chapter  on  The  Master  Teacher  and 
His  Method. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

Faith  Is  the  Answer.    Dr.  Blanton  is  a  physician  and 
psychiatrist  collaborating  with  Dr.  Peale,  the  pastor  of 
(Continued   on  Page  24) 
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Children  and  Children's  Work 
at  the  La  Verne  Conference 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  humility  coupled  with  well- 
earned  satisfaction,  that  children's  workers  begin  to  feel 
a  certain  vitality  in  our  children's  work  program,  as  it 
is  manifested  in  the  spirit  of  our  Annual  Conferences. 
Children's  work  is  still  the  youngest  child  in  the  family 
of  age  groups  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren;  and  there- 
fore is  still  in  the  growing-up  stages. 

The  Workshop 

The  daily  workshop,  where  crafts  and  activities  for 
children  were  demonstrated  from  day  to  day,  was  of  in- 
terest to  a  number  of  people;  perhaps  most  of  all  to  dis- 
trict workers  who  plan  to  institute  similar  programs  in 
their  own  districts.  The  workshop  was  supervised  by 
Mrs.  Frank  Howell  and  Miss  Olive  Bagwell,  with  the 
following  helpers: 

Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht,  blueprints;  Mrs.  Irene  Davis, 
choral  speaking;  Mrs.  Clara  Vaniman,  clay-modeling; 
Mrs.  Fred  Brunk,  finger-painting;  Mrs.  Ira  Warner,  how 
to  tell  a  Bible  story;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Deeter,  general  crafts; 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Hanawalt,  nature  materials;  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Shock,  visual  aid  with  flannel;  Ruth  Shriver,  use  of  the 
victrola;  Mrs.  J.  L.  Miller,  puppets;  Mrs.  Freida  Reis, 
worship  centers. 

The  Visual  Education  Program 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Brunk  gave  their  unstinted  time 
to  the  setting  up  and  seeing  through  of  a  daily  program 
of  slides  and  films,  as  a  demonstration  of  what  can  be 
done  for  children  through  the  eye-gate;  whether  in  va- 
cation school,  camp,  or  other  sessions  of  the  church 
school.  Write  the  Elgin  office  for  a  free  list  of  the  com- 
panies having  suitable  materials  for  church  use,  either 
free  or  at  a  low  rate  of  charge.  This  list  was  prepared  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunk,  out  of  a  wide  experience  of  study- 
ing suitable  visual  materials  for  children.  Mr.  Brunk  is 
a  minister  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  in  the  teaching  field;  so  are  well  quali- 
fied to  pass  judgment  on  such  materials. 

Daily  Program  for  Boys  and  Girls 

It  is  not  possible,  in  these  brief  words,  to  pay  suffi- 
cient tribute  to  the  La  Verne  children's  workers  who 
literally  sacrificed  their  entire  personal  enjoyment  of 
the  La  Verne  Conference  in  order  to  provide  a  daily 
program  for  the  children  who  attended  the  Conference, 
in  connection  with  their  own  community  vacation 
school.  Caring  for  the  children  at  Conference  is  never 
easy;  irregularity  of  attendance  of  Conference  children, 
plus  the  difficulty  of  getting  volunteer  helpers  from 
adult  Conference  attendants,  the  over-size  groups  of 
children,  all  contribute  to  this  difficulty.  Those  who  do 
give  their  time  and  effort,  as  La  Verne  and  other  chil- 
dren's workers  did,  deserve  our  special  gratitude.  The 
general  children's  program  was  supervised  by  Grace 
Hileman  Miller,  who  also  taught  the  juniors;  the  pri- 
mary children,  Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht;  and  the  beginner 
children,  Miss  Joyce  Kyhl.  A  nursery  for  babies  and 
small  children  was  open  daily,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  G.  M.  Barnard  and  Mrs.  Frieda  Reis.  Afternoon 
recreation  was  supervised  by  Mr.  Marion  Roynon,  super- 
intendent-elect of  the  La  Verne  schools. 


_ 


The  La  Verne  Conference  committee  on  Children's  work,  read- 
er's left  to  right:  Mrs.  Fred  Brunk,  Fred  Brunk,  Ruth  Shriver,  Mrs. 
Mary  Everhart,  Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht,  Mrs.  Grace  Hileman  Miller, 
Mrs.  Frank  Howell,  Miss  Olive  Bagwell.  Absent  when  the  picture. 
was  taken,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber. 

Breakfast  Meetings  of  District  and  Regional  Workers 

Because  of  requests  last  year  at  Annual  Conference,  a 
series  of  breakfast  meetings  of  district  and  regional 
children's  workers  was  held.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber,  director 
for  the  Central  Region,  guided  our  thinking.  The  fellow- 
ship of  these  meetings  was  a  valuable  thing.  On  Satur- 
day morning,  J.  Quinter  Miller,  associate  secretary  of 
the  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  met  with  us  and  shared 
his  thinking  on  interpreting  the  Bible  to  children. 
Cafeteria  breakfasts  are  time-consuming  things;  but  in 
spite  of  this  difficulty  the  group  that  met  the  last  morn- 
ing were  unanimous  in  feeling  that  the  breakfast  con- 
ferences should  continue  another  year. 

Joint  Session  of  Women's  and  Children's  Work 
on  Friday  Morning 

One  of  the  high  spots  of  the  week  was  the  Friday 
morning  joint  session  of  women's  and  children's  work, 
and  the  accompanying  tour  to  the  city  of  Pasadena  in 
the  afternoon.  Mrs.  Velma  Fasnacht  described  some  of 
the  new  materials  that  will  be  available  next  year  for 
children's  work,  Dr.  J.  Welty  Lefever  gave  an  address 
on  The  Good  Community,  Miss  Barbara  Davis  read  the 
playlet,  the  Nelson  Family  Crusades,  and  the  La  Verne 
children's  choir  sang,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Beckner.  Because  of  the  significant  materials  in  Dr. 
Lefever's  address,  a  number  of  requests  came  in  to  have 
it  appear  in  print;  it  is  hoped  this  can  be  done.  Briefly, 
the  "good  community"  was  evaluated  from  the  stand- 
point of  Dr.  E.  L.  Thorndike's  recent  survey  of  300  of 
America's  larger  cities — with  a  later  similar  study  of 
America's  smaller  cities.  The  material  is  also  written 
up  in  popular  form  by  Dr.  Thorndike  himself  in  a  little 
book  entitled  Your  City. 

In  the  afternoon,  one  hundred  and  nine  people  toured 
the  city  of  Pasadena  to  observe  some  of  the  centers  that 
gave  it,  in  Dr.  Thorndike's  rating,  the  position  of  being 
America's  best  city.  The  community  recreation  center, 
the  parent-education-nursery  school,  children's  museum, 
and  the  large  Presbyterian  church  were  toured.  At  the 
fellowship  supper  that  followed,  the  city  director  of 
adult  education  and  the  juvenile  delinquency  officer 
spoke  briefly,  describing  the  way  their  departments 
function  in  the  city;  and  Lorell  Weiss,  dean  of  La  Verne 
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The  workshop  at  the  La  Verne 
Annual  Conference.  The  work- 
shop was  directed  by  Mrs.  Frank 
Howell  and  Miss  Olive  Bagwell. 


College,  and  regional  peace  worker  for  the  Pacific  coast, 
gave  the  main  address,  speaking  on  Children  in  a  Time 
of  War.  Because  of  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  it  is 
hoped  that  it  too  can  appear  in  print. 

The  entire  tour,  resulting  in  a  happy  experience  for 
those  who  went,  was  made  possible  by  the  weeks  of 
careful  planning  of  the  committee  in  charge:  Mrs.  Mary 
Everhart  of  Pasadena,  Mr.  Harper  Frantz,  and  Miss 
Gladdys  Muir. 

Sunday  Afternoon   California  Children's   Choir 

At  the  beginning  of  the  afternoon  session  on  Sunday, 
about  ninety  boys  and  girls  from  a  number  of  California 
churches  gave  their  best;  and  it  was  much  appreciated. 
Without  doubt,  they  sang  with  a  better  background  of 
preparation  than  any  children's  choir  that  has  yet  ap- 
peared at  Annual  Conference;  Mrs.  Forest  Eisenbise,  the 
director,  deserves  much  of  the  credit  for  that. 

Monday  Afternoon  Tea  for  Children's  Workers 

Again,  through  the  generous  courtesy  of  Southern 
California  children's  workers,  with  Mrs.  Crawford  Bru- 
baker  in  charge,  a  pleasant  hour  of  fellowship  and  re- 
laxation was  enjoyed.  A  growing  sense  of  friendship 
is  by  no  means  the  least  of  the  elements  of  our  growing 
children's  work  program,  as  children's  workers  from 
coast  to  coast  learn  to  know  each  other. 

Appointment  of  General  Cabinet  of  Children's  Work 

Annual  Conference,   through  the  recommendation  of 
the  Board  of  Christian  Education  and  Standing  Commit- 
tee,   appointed   the   first   general   cabinet   of   children's 
work  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  as  follows: 
Southeastern  Region — Mrs.  P.  H.  Bowman 
Pennsylvania — Miss  Mary  Keiper 
Central  Region — Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber 
McPherson  Region — Mrs.   Nevin  Fisher 
Pacific  Coast  Region — Mrs.  Frank  Howell 
These  people  are  already  under  appointment  by  their 
respective  areas  as  regional  directors  of  children's  work, 
and  will  serve  as  a  general  cabinet  as  well,  to  tie  to- 
gether more  closely  the  plans  of  our  districts,  regions, 
and  national  children's  work  program. 


Laymen  in  the  Broadfording  Congregation  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren 

By  E.   Russell  Hicks,   Hagerstown,  Maryland 
The  strength  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  been 
always,  and  is  yet,  a  power  embodied  within  the  rank 


and  file  of  its  laymen.  The  Dunkers  have  been  always 
congregational  rather  than  ecclesiastical  in  the  matter 
of  formation,  governance  and  maintenance  of  their  sev- 
eral groups.  With  them  the  pew  speaks  to  the  pulpit 
quite  as  much  as  the  pulpit  speaks  to  the  pew.  This  fits 
in  well  with  the  church's  ideology  of  brotherhood,  fel- 
lowship and  unity.  For  they  have  always  taught  there 
must  be  union  before  there  can  be  communion.  Where 
two  or  three  are  assembled  in  his  name  the  presence 
of  their  resurrected  Lord  is  realized  in  fellowship.  This, 
today  in  theology,  would  exemplify  the  principle  of  God 
in  integration. 

From  the  laymen,  the  deacons  and  ministers  were  se- 
lected. These  chief  men  among  the  brethren  had  very 
little  authority  other  than  that  which  comes  from  the 
congregation.  This  type  of  operation,  among  Brethren, 
was  a  type  of  pure  democracy  modeled  after  the  old 
New  England  town  meeting.  This  was  true  of  their 
council  meetings,  district  meetings  and  their  Annual 
Meetings.  In  them  power  was  built  solidly  from  the 
bottom  up  rather  than  suspended  from  the  top  down. 
Such  an  organization  would  tend  to  develop  a  high  type 
of  individual  personality  within  its  ranks.  This  was 
very  true  of  the  Brethren  at  Broadfording. 

Only  three  of  the  Broadfording  laymen  can  be  spoken 
of  here.  All  three  had  the  given  name  of  George.  The 
first  George  was  Brother  George  Shinham,  a  representa- 
tive of  that  unsophisticated  group  of  Brethren  famous  as 
great  agriculturists  and  whose  homes  were  cornerstones 
of  the  kingdom.  His  home  was  an  example  of  beauty, 
sweetness  and  simplicity.  It  influenced  all  who  came  in 
contact  with  it.  He  and  his  good  wife,  his  family  also, 
were  examples  of  hard  work,  efficiency,  success,  and  of 
happiness. 

The  second  George  was  an  outstanding  example  of 
Brethren  in  business.  I  speak  now  of  Brother  George 
Miller.  He  demonstrated  Brethren  ethics,  Brethren 
common  sense,  and  Brethren  simplicity  in  his  progres- 
sive lumber  business.  Ask  any  of  his  many  customers 
what  they  thought  of  him  and  they  had  but  one  answer, 
"A  fine  man — a  Christian  gentleman."  His  son  William, 
a  building  contractor,  carries  on  in  the  church  many  of 
his  father's  activities.  The  pulpit  in  the  Broadfording 
church  is  a  gift  of  Brother  George  Miller.  Along  with 
Brother  Miller  should  go  the  name  of  Brother  Martin 
Bear.  They  lived  in  the  same  vicinity  and  worked  to- 
gether. Both  Brethren  were  elected  deacons  in  the 
church.  These  Brethren  have  many  things  worthy  of 
the  church's  attention,  which  could  be  written  of  them 
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but  should  be  written  by  someone  who  knew  the  inside 
of  their  lives  better  than  I  do. 

The  one  I  knew  best  was  George  Washington  Hicks, 
my  grandfather.  Brother  Hicks  belonged  to  a  group 
of  Christian  educators  of  the  church.  The  Church  of 
the  Brethren  was  conceived  in  education.  The  early 
Brethren  knew  its  full  value.  One  of  the  founders  of 
the  Germantown  Academy,  the  mother  of  Brethren 
schools,  was  the  second  Christopher  Sower.  This  school 
was  founded  in  1759.  The  Brethren  moving  to  the  fron- 
tier where  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  axe,  hoe,  rifle, 
and  plow  was  very  necessary,  changed  their  attitude 
toward  education.  For  a  generation  or  two  education 
greatly  declined.  Then  came  the  Brethren  renaissance 
in  which  Brethren  Sunday  schools,  schools,  writers,  pub- 
lications and  teachers  became  prominent  in  the  life  of 
the  day.    A  new  age  in  the  church  came  into  being. 

Brother  Hicks  was  one  of  the  trail  blazers  of  this 
awakening  movement  in  his  community.  In  academic 
subject  matter  and  the  Bible,  he  was  considered  in  his 
day  one  of  the  best  in  middle  Maryland.  He  taught 
school  for  forty-five  winters  and  ten  summers.  Most 
of  his  teaching  was  done  in  the  schools  of  Washington 
County,  Maryland,  but  he  also  taught  several  years  in 
Illinois  and  Pennsylvania.  It  was,  however,  his  work  in 
the  church  as  a  layman  that  we  wish  to  consider  here. 
First  he  saw  the  need  of  a  work  in  the  church  which  to- 
day is  popularly  called  guidance.  He  believed  the 
church,  school  and  home  should  work  together  in  the 
matter  of  ethical,  educational  and  vocational  guidance. 
He  was  very  active  along  all  three  lines.  His  work  took 
on  the  form  of  religious  counseling. 

He  was  ever  on  the  lookout  for  young  men  and  wom- 
en who  had  promising  abilities  along  the  lines  of  leader- 
ship. He  had  no  money  but  his  home  became,  night 
after  night,  a  sort  of  an  academy  where  they  received 
instruction  free  of  charge.  His  method  was  the  Socratic 
type  of  teaching.  He  imitated  this  great  teacher  so 
much  that  he  could  excel  lawyers  in  asking  pointed 
questions  which  produced  great  thinking. 

A  list  of  his  pupils  inside  and  outside  the  church 
would  be  too  long  to  give  here  even  if  we  included  only 
the  names  of  those,  who  in  one  field  or  another, 
achieved  notoriety.  We  should,  however,  mention  two 
who  served  well  the  church  at  large.  The  first  was  D. 
L.  Miller,  who  was  born  in  a  corner  room  (where  Mil- 
lers lived  in  those  days)  of  an  old  mill  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  home  of  George  W.  Hicks.  "D.  L." 
and  "George  W."  were  drawn  together  in  a  few  years 
like  a  piece  of  iron  to  a  magnet.  He  gave  "D.  L."  pri- 
vate instruction.  Because  of  it,  "D.  L."  passed  the 
teachers'  examination  and  began  his  career  teaching  the 
Rockdale  school  near  his  home.  "D.  L."  was  the  epi- 
tome of  the  thrift,  industry,  wisdom  and  practical  living 
which  characterized  the  Brethren  at  Broadfording  in 
that  day.  Had  there  been  no  Broadfording  experience, 
we  wonder  if  the  church  would  ever  have  known 
D.  L.  Miller,  the  great  leader  and  dynamo  of  religious 
energy  of  his  day.  His  other  pupil  was  Brother  Jacob 
M.  Zuck,  the  father  of  Juniata  College.  Brother  Zuck 
came  to  him  for  help  in  passing  the  teachers'  examina- 
tion. Later,  after  some  instruction,  Brother  Zuck  felt 
sufficiently  rounded  and  strong  enough  to  enter  Millers- 
ville  State  Normal  School  and  carry  on  the  work  there. 
Brother  Zuck  never  forgot  Brother  Hicks'  kindness  to 
him. 

"George  W."  was  among  the  first  to  see  the  value  of 
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By    Cyrus   Funderburg 

Under  a  tent  that's  filled  with  folks  like  you  and  me, 
I  look  around  to  view  the  scenes  that  I  can  see; 

The  sun  in  golden  brightness   is  peeping  through  the  seam, 
To  court  the  greenish  grass  that  forms  our  floor  of  green. 

The  curtains  round  the  tent  are  drawn  up  with  care, 
Admitting  fragrant  breezes  that  fill  the  balmy  air; 

Around  are  trees  and  bushes   that   show   their  robes   of  green; 
The  sights  are  those  of  beauty  and  lovely  to  be   seen. 

The  speaker  brings  his  message  that's  filled  with  earnest  thought, 
While  hundreds  sit  and  listen  as   scholars   to  be   taught; 

The  speaker  with  his  reason  and  power  known  to  fame. 
Seems  quite  to  be  in  earnest,   his  message  to  proclaim. 

As  seekers  of  the  truth,  we  sit  in  thought  and  prayer; 

The  spirit  of  our  God  is  round  us  everywhere; 
We  sit  in  heavenly  places  with  friends,   and  ■with  our  Lord 

As  children  of  his  grace — as  brethren   in  accord. 

The  music  of  the  choir  and  instruments  tuned  to  praise 

Are  shouting  forth  the  love  of   God  in  many  different  ways; 

We  worship  in  our  singing,  we  worship  in  our  pray'r, 
We  worship  in  our  giving,  for  Christians  love  to  share. 

Then  comes  the  hour  of  fellowship,   and  friends   around  we   see 
Will  take  us  by  the  hand  and  wonder  how  we  be; 

Indeed  'tis  fine  to  meet  the  loving  friends  we  know, 
And  talk  about  the  things  that  happened  long  ago. 

Then  comes  the  hour  of  parting,  and  we  must  say  goodby; 

We  carry  with  us  memories  until  the  hour  we  die; 
This  life  is  made  of  meetings  and  partings  as  you  know; 

This  meeting   helps  us  carry   on,  as   on  through   life  we   go. 

Springfield,   Ohio. 


the  Sunday  school  and  was  one  of  the  church  pioneers 
in  that  field.  He  was  best  known  in  the  church  as  a 
Sunday-school  teacher  and  worker.  Perhaps  at  Welsh 
Run,  or  at  Beaver  Creek,  or  some  other  congregation  of 
middle  Maryland,  the  Sunday  following  love  feast  night 
(people  had  come  for  miles  to  commune  and  had  slept 
in  the  loft  of  the  church  on  Saturday  night)  "George  W." 
would  be  called  upon  to  teach  the  entire  Sunday  school. 
All  classes,  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls,  were  com- 
bined into  one  big  class  to  be  taught  by  Brother  Hicks. 
He  would  select  one  boy  or  girl,  with  a  bright,  beam- 
ing face,  and  direct  the  lesson  to  this  one  person.  By 
the  time  this  young  person  was  all  on  fire  with  interest 
in  the  lesson  he  had  the  whole  congregation  in  a  white 
heat.  It  was  in  Sunday-school  work  that  he  came  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  addressing  a  crowded  house 
in  the  Broadfording  church  at  a  Sunday-school  conven- 
tion one  Sunday  afternoon  in  October  1909,  when  he 
fell  on  his  face  with  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  and  expired  a 
few  minutes  afterwards.  Much  could  be  written  of  his 
Sunday-school  activities  which  were  so  well  known  in 
his  district  in  his  day,  but  there  were  other  activities  not 
so  well  known  which  gave  the  church  strength,  power 
and  prestige. 

One  of  these  was  his  religious  debates.  These  were 
held  once  a  week  during  the  winter  in  various  school- 
houses.  Some  of  these  debates  caused  him  to  ride  as 
far  as  fifteen  miles  on  horseback.  He  debated  with  lead- 
ers of  other  denominations.  Often  the  crowds  were  so 
large  that  there  was  not  standing  room  in  the  buildings. 
They  debated  such  questions  as:  Resolved,  that  infant 
baptism  is  unscriptural,  that  feet-washing  was  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  Apostolic  church,  that  women  should  veil 
their  heads  during  worship,  etc.  Often  the  debate  be- 
came rather  heated  and  even  loud.     To  the  surprise  of 
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the  audience,  after  it  was  over,  Brother  Hicks  would 
often  take  his  opponent  to  his  home  on  the  back  of  his 
horse,  seated  behind  Brother  Hicks,  and  holding  to  him 
to  keep  from  sliding  off.  These  debates  made  many 
Brethren  strong  crusaders  for  the  doctrines  of  the 
church. 

Another  activity  of  Brother  Hicks  was  the  old-time 
singing  school.  This  was  held  also  in  schoolhouses  at 
night.  Sometimes  the  group  would  stop  singing  to  pick 
sides  for  a  spelling-bee,  after  which  they  would  sing 
again.  In  some  communities  in  those  days  there  was 
much  poverty.  The  singing  classes  of  adults  came  to 
the  schoolhouse  carrying  their  shoes  under  their  arms, 
and,  stopping  at  a  stream  or  spring,  would  wash  their 
feet  and  put  on  their  shoes  for  class.  They  sang  the 
grand  old  hymns  of  the  church.  It  was  an  unusual  per- 
son in  those  days  who  could  not  recite  and  sing  these 
hymns  by  memory.  Hymnbooks  were  scarce  but  many 
had  the  hymns  of  worship  written  on  the  pages  of  their 
hearts  with  the  melodies  deep  within  their  souls. 

Even  today  one  can  turn  back  the  pages  of  sweet 
memories  to  the  village  home  of  his  childhood,  a  hamlet 
by  a  winding  stream  in  the  dale,  and  waft  once  more 
the  fields  of  growing  crops  together  with  orchards  and 
woodlands  in  or  by  the  meadows.  Out  in  the  fields  are 
men  at  work  and  from  over  the  hills  to  the  village  floats 
the  melody  of  the  songs  they  sing  and  whistle,  a  happy 
and  contented  group.  Then  a  door  in  one  of  the  village 
houses  opens,  a  young  wife  going  out  to  feed  the  young 
chickens  or  into  the  garden  fills  the  sunlit  atmosphere 
with  the  hymns,  Nearer  My  God  to  Thee  or  Rock  of 
Ages  or  In  the  Sweet  By  and  By  or  A  Charge  to  Keep  I 
Have.  Her  husband  working  in  a  distant  field  can  hear 
her  voice.  Often  when  these  neighbors  made  social 
calls  on  each  other  the  hymnbook  was  brought  out  and 
the  men,  women  and  children  all  sang  together.  Some- 
times in  the  village  store  at  night  someone  with  a  har- 
monica or  a  violin  would  start  the  assembled  manhood 
of  the  village  to  singing.  In  the  church  congregational 
singing  reached  a  high  mark  in  inspiration.  These  are 
just  a  few  of  the  products  of  that  old  singing  school. 
The  members  of  that  school  are  now  singing  together  in 
Paradise. 

One  of  the  most  famous  activities  of  Brother  Hicks 
was  what  he  called  a  Scripture  meeting  of  Bible  readers. 
Today  they  would  be  called  seminars.  These  were  held 
during  the  winter  months  in  any  home  who  invited 
them  to  come.  If  there  was  room  all  surrounded  the 
table  with  their  Bibles.  Otherwise  the  men  surrounded 
the  table  and  the  women  and  children  occupied  tiers  of 
chairs  and  benches  around  the  room.  At  the  head  of 
the  table  sat  Brother  Hicks,  but  the  other  leaders  were 
placed  in  key  positions.  The  idea  was  to  get  each  per- 
son present  to  contribute  to  the  discussion.  The  ses- 
sions sometimes  lasted  as  long  as  three  hours.  Then  re- 
freshments consisting  of  cake,  doughnuts,  apples,  coffee, 
sweet  cider,  or  lemonade,  were  served.  Brother  Hicks 
was  not  adverse  to  this.  Eating  he  believed  was  con- 
ducive to  good  fellowship.  Life  to  him  was  something 
to  be  enjoyed.  He  was  fond  of  good  food  and  was  a 
lover  of  nature.  He  enjoyed  the  Sunday-school  picnics 
of  other  churches  held  in  the  woodlands.  He  often  at- 
tended and  addressed  them.  This  sometimes  caused 
him  trouble  in  council  meetings  as  did  the  serving  of  re- 
freshments at  Scripture  meetings.  Few  could  face  him, 
however,  in  a  debate  so  he  was  generally  considered  a 
member  of  the  church  in  good  standing. 


The  three  Brethren  here  discussed  represented  a  great 
cross  section  of  the  church  in  Brethren  communities;  to 
such  there  belongs  much  credit  for  the  evangelization 
and  Christianization  of  America.  These  silent  voices 
speak  to  us  today  and  call  us  to  take  up  the  torch  and 
carry  on. 

Something  perhaps  should  be  said  about  Broadfording 
having  one  of  the  first  C.  E.  societies.  George  Parrott 
and  G.  W.  Hicks  were  leaders  in  this.  It  was  called 
Christian  Workers'  Meeting.  It  was  organized  by  Broth- 
er C.  D.  Bonsack  while  holding  a  revival  there  about 
1901.  The  Myers  family  was  famous  for  their  singing. 
The  first  Sunday-school  meeting  in  the  Brethren  church 
was  held  at  Broadfording  and  was  held  every  year 
in  October.  It  was  an  all-day  meeting.  It  was  the 
ancestor  of  rally  day.  It  grew  out  of  a  suggestion  of 
Caleb  Long,  District  S.  S.  Secretary,  while  on  a  visit  to 
the  Sunday  school  there.  It  was  first  tried  out  at  Broad- 
fording. 

Some  great  revivals  at  Broadfording  brought  crowds 
for  miles  and  miles;  sometimes  as  many  as  forty  joined 
the  church.  Greatest  revivals  of  my  day  were  held  by 
Brethren  C.  D.  Bonsack,  Levi  Mohler,  Harvey  Martin, 
Victor  Long,  Charles  Stearman. 


Women's  Work  Meeting  at  Shepherd,  Michigan 

By  Verna  Prowant,  Secretary  Pro  Tem 

The  women  of  the  central  churches  of  Michigan — Rod- 
ney, Midland,  Shepherd,  New  Haven  and  Crystal,  met 
at  the  Shepherd  church,  Friday  evening,  May  16,  with 
Sister  Olive  Schechter  in  charge.  Sister  Schechter  led 
in  the  devotional  meeting,  after  which  Sister  Mary 
Prowant  talked  on  the  Home  and  its  members'  rights. 
A  mother's  greatest  right  and  privilege  is  mothering, 
which  must  be  mingled  with  much  prayer. 

Children  have  a  right  to  be  trained  for  God,  and  they 
also  have  the  right  to  their  parents'  confidence.  Homes 
can  be  a  type  of  heaven  if  bossiness  is  avoided,  if  we  do 
not  look  for  the  other's  faults,  if  we  are  calm,  if  parents 
and  children  play  together,  if  there  is  family  worship,  if 
the  younger  members  of  the  family  are  respected,  and  if 
the  members  of  the  family  are  as  considerate  and  cour- 
teous to  each  other  as  they  are  to  outsiders.  Homes  are 
helped  by  family  councils  in  which  each  member  of  the 
family  takes  part. 

Sister  Harry  Sterns  led  the  open  forum  during  which 
the  following  thoughts  were  discussed: 

Character  building  begins  in  the  cradle. 

Are  we  mothers  problems  to  our  children? 

Family  worship,  or  the  problem  of  getting  the  whole 
family  together  once  a  day. 

What  is  women's  work? 

Problem  of  the  radio — budgeting  the  radio  time  in  a 
family  council. 

Reasonableness  and  respectfulness  in  children. 

What  the  women  in  the  different  churches  are  doing. 

Giving  and  receiving. 

The  Mexican  mission  which  is  to  be  carried  on  again 
this  year  in  the  Shepherd  community. 

In  a  short  business  meeting  Sister  Sterns  was  chosen 
chairman  and  the  idea  of  a  district  project  for  the  wom- 
en of  the  state  district  to  work  on  was  approved. 

Suggestions  for  such  a  project  were: 
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1.  Raising  of  a  $300  scholarship  to  support  a  minister 
at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 

2.  Raising  of  a  $300  scholarship  for  the   training  of 
some  young  person  for  Christian  service. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION  GROUP 

Joy  Through  Christ 

Scripture:     John  15:11 
Sunday,  August  17 
Note:     See  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz, 
Chapter  VIII. 

I.  The  Problem  of  Joy. 

1.  Jesus  came  that  human  beings  might  have  joy. 

2.  Most  people  desire  joy  but  few  actually  possess  it. 

3.  Joy  is  possible  in  our  age  even  though  the  world 
seems  to  have  gone  mad. 

4.  The  early  Christians  were  extremely  happy. 

5.  Tests  today  show  that  the  happiest  people  are  re- 
ligious. 

6.  Mere  pleasure  seekers  never  find  true  joy. 

7.  There  is  no  easy  road  to  the  attainment  of  true  joy. 

II.  How  May  We  Get  the  Joy  of  Christ  (John  15:11)? 

1.  Refuse  to  follow  the  "pleasures  of  sin"  (Heb.  11:24, 
25;  2  Tim.  3:4). 

2.  Seek  diligently  the  joy  Jesus  and  Paul  talk  about 
in  John  15:11;  15:20,  24;  17:3;  Rom.  14:17;  Gal.  5:22;  Phil. 
3:1.  How  does  this  joy  differ  from  the  pleasure  men- 
tioned above? 

3.  Steps  in  the  attainment  of  joy  (Matt.  5:1-12) — 

(a)  Self-renunciation  (vs.  3,  also  Matt.  10:39). 

(b)  Sincere  interest  in  the  welfare  of  others  (vs.  4). 

(c)  Humility  and  meekness  (vs.  5). 

(d)  Putting  self  in  harmony  with  the  Divine  Will  (vs. 
6). 

(e)  Mercy  to  one's  neighbor  (vs.  7). 

(f)  Right  relations  to  God  and  to  fellow  men  (vs.  8). 

(g)  Creating  harmony  and  goodwill  (vs.  9). 

(h)  Enduring  the  inevitable  persecution  (vs.  10,  11). 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Something  About  Sin 

"And  they  took  him  and  put  out  his  eyes,  and  bound 
him  with  fetters  of  brass,  and  took  him  to  Gaza  and  he 
did  grind  in  the  prison  house."  Samson  had  a  goodly 
heritage  with  a  favorable  environment.  He  became  the 
strongest  man  who  ever  lived  and  did  mighty  exploits, 
but  he  disobeyed  the  law  of  God  and  his  parents.  He 
fell  through  sin,  and  great  was  his  fall. 

Sin  has  the  same  effect  on  us  all.  Sin  blinds  us  to 
the  truth  and  makes  us  believe  a  lie.  Sin  binds  us  to 
slavish  habits  that  become  our  masters.  Sin  grinds  out 
our  conscience  and  life,  both  physical  and  spiritual.  Sin 
deforms,  degrades,  disfigures,  defeats,  destroys.  Right- 
eousness exalts,  reforms,  transforms  and  conforms  to 
God's  image. 

Leprosy  is  a  type  of  sin  in  at  least  three  respects,  in 
that  it  is  inherited,  contagious,  and  fatal  unless  reme- 
died. Thank  God  there  is  a  balm  in  Gilead  for  sin  and 
uncleanness.  By  a  spiritual  transfusion  of  the  blood  of 
Christ  we  may  be  renewed  in  our  minds  and  liberated. 
We  may  be  transformed,  transfigured  and  finally  trans- 
lated in  glory.  Jesus  brought  the  gospel  to  the  poor. 
He  came  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to  bring  liberty  to 


the  captives  and  recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind.  He 
came  to  liberate  them  that  are  bruised  and  bring  in  the 
acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.  This  commission  comes  to 
us  and  our  generation.  We  need  to  have  our  sleeping 
consciences  aroused,  our  weak  knees  and  wills  strength- 
ened, and  our  inherited  prejudices  removed  to  become 
effective  workers  in  the  kingdom.  Our  prayer  should 
be,  "Revive  thy  work  in  our  midst  and  in  our  own  hearts. 
For  when  Zion  travaileth  children  will  come  to  birth. 
The  children  are  coming  to  birth  and  there  is  not 
strength  to  bring  forth.  Too  many  are  stillborn.  Better 
never  to  be  born  than  not  to  be  born  again." 

Newton,  Kans.  U.  S.  Royer. 


Eastern  Regional  Conference 

Held   ai   Palmyra,   Pennsylvania 

The  Eastern  Regional  Conference  was  held  at  Palmyra, 
Pa.,  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  July  10  and  11.  Repre- 
sentatives from  all  the  state  districts  of  the  region  were 
present,  and  a  total  attendance  of  over  five  hundred  was 
present  at  some  of  the  sessions. 

The  conference  was  opened  at  eleven  o'clock  on 
Thursday  morning  with  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  presiding. 
After  a  helpful  devotional  service  led  by  Bro.  Edward 
K.  Ziegler  of  York,  the  keynote  address  on  Our  Re- 
gional Venture  was  given  by  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst,  the 
general  moderator  of  the  regional  conference.  He 
stressed  the  great  possibilities  of  a  region  representing 
about  one  fourth  of  the  membership  of  the  brotherhood. 
Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  made  us  conscious  of  the  need  of  a 
larger  vision  and  a  greater  commitment  of  life  to  some- 
thing larger  than  one's  self.  "Sincerity,"  said  he,  "must 
be  the  test  of  our  religion." 

Following  the  afternoon  worship  service  conducted  by 
Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  of  Roaring  Spring,  nine  speakers  out- 
lined the  church  program  by  setting  forth  the  objectives 
and  aims  in  their  respective  fields  of  special  interest. 
These  short  discussions  were  enlightening  and  challeng- 
ing. 

The  evening  worship  service  was  in  charge  of  Bro. 
John  A.  Robinson  of  Johnstown.  Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy 
of  Philadelphia  then  presented  Brethren  A.  C.  Baugher 
and  C.  C.  Ellis,  presidents  of  the  two  colleges  in  the 
Eastern  Region.  They  pointed  out  the  need  of  an  edu- 
cation to  furnish  a  literate  ministry  for  the  church.  Our 
colleges  must  survive  if  the  church  is  to  make  progress. 
They  can  survive  if  not  too  many  scholarships  must  be 
awarded  and  if  more  sacrifice  be  made  for  them.  Wish- 
ful thinking  will  not  save  them  for  the  future. 

The  conference  on  Friday  forenoon  was  devoted  to 
five  seminars  for  the  discussion  of  various  phases  of  the 
entire  program  of  the  church.  In  the  afternoon  the 
findings  were  presented  from  the  seminar  groups.  The 
committee  on  findings,  composed  of  Brethren  R.  W. 
Schlosser,  James  M.  Moore  and  Lewis  S.  Knepper,  sum- 
marized the  thinking  of  the  conference  in  the  following 
resolutions: 

First.  That  we  should  place  more  emphasis  upon  the 
values  of  our  regional  conference  and  carefully  plan  for 
another  conference  next  year. 

Second.  That  we  should  more  fully  recognize  the 
power  of  soul  force  in  the  church  and  co-operate  more 
fully  with  other  evangelical  Christian  churches  in  pro- 
moting the  kingdom  of  God  upon  earth. 

Third.    That  we  should  make  central  the  teachings  of 
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Jesus  in  our  economic,  social,  political,  recreational  and 
family  life. 

Fourth.  That  we  should  urge  every  local  church  to 
have  a  carefully  planned  program  covering  the  interests 
represented  on  our  regional  conference  program. 

The  music  during  the  conference  was  in  charge  of 
Brethren  E.  G.  Meyer,  Perry  Huffaker  and  Robert  Gott- 
shall,  A  helpful  exhibit  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  was  also  a  feature  of  the  conference. 

The  Palmyra  church  in  a  very  hospitable  manner  en- 
tertained their  guests,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  F.  S. 
Carper,  elder  of  the  congregation,  and  his  faithful  corp 
of  helpers. 

The  members  of  the  general  boards  in  the  Eastern  Re- 
gion were  charged  with  arranging  for  next  year's  con- 
ference, to  be  held  in  Middle  Pennsylvania  in  July. 

Elizabethtown,  Pa.  R.  W.  Schlosser. 


eral    letters    of    inquiry 


Elder   H.   T.   Home 


Our  Third  Church  in  America 

(See  picture  on  cover  page) 
Last   spring,   prior   to   Annual   Conference   at   Ocean 
Grove,  our  pastor,  Elder  Henry  T.  Home,  received  sev- 

concerning  our  New  Jersey 
church.  One  person  asked 
whether  there  were  roads 
across  New  Jersey  "good 
enough  to  travel  by  auto- 
mobile." 

These  questions  led  me  to 
believe  that  little  is  known 
of  our  historic  church,  its 
location,  and  surroundings. 
In  the  year  1733  a  band 
of  believers  met  and  or- 
ganized. John  Naas  was 
chosen  as  their  minister. 
Services  were  conducted  in 
private  homes. 

Later  a  church  house  was 
erected  in  the  Delaware 
Valley  about  six  miles  from 
the  river  and  six  miles  southwest  of  Flemington,  which 
is  now  the  county  seat  of  Hunterdon  County.  The  pres- 
ent building,  now  known  as  the  Amwell  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  was  built  on  the  same  site  in  1856. 

Although  the  road  directly  in  front  of  the  church  is 
not  improved,  there  is  a  good  road  less  than  a  mile 
away  and  by  this  there  is  easy  access  to  state  highways 
which  lead  to  New  York  City  and  all  points  along  the 
shore.  There  is  much  traffic  over  Hunterdon  County 
roads  as  this  section  of  our  state  lies  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York. 

Connected  with  the  Amwell  church  are  many  names 
which  are  familiar  throughout  the  brotherhood.  Broth- 
er Amos  H.  Haines  (now  deceased),  who  taught  in 
Juniata  College,  grew  to  manhood  within  a  mile  of  the 
building  and  preached  here  for  some  years.  Brother 
Frank  F.  Holsopple,  now  of  Chase,  Md.,  was  the  first 
pastor  to  reside  in  our  parsonage,  which  is  one  mile 
west  of  the  church  in  the  village  of  Sergeantsville.  His 
brother,  Ira  C.  Holsopple,  now  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  was 
here  elected  to  the  ministry  in  1895.  Other  former  pas- 
tors still  living  are  Bro.  M.  B.  Miller  of  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  and  Bro.  Jacob  F.  GraybilL  now  a  missionary  in 
Malmo,  Sweden. 


Our  present  pastor,  Elder  Henry  T.  Home,  will  on 
July  6,  1941,  complete  twenty-three  years  of  service  at 
the  Amwell  church. 

Our  annual  home-coming  Sunday  will  be  observed  on 
Sept.  14,  at  which  time  we  expect  to  have  Bro.  Samuel 
H.  Ziegler  of  Cedar  Crest  College,  Allentown,  Pa.,  and 
Bro.  Norman  Paullin  of  Rosedale  Baptist  church,  Cam- 
den, as  speakers. 

We  trust  that  many  who  read  this  sketch  will  plan  to 
attend  our  home-coming  service.  All  will  be  given  a 
cordial  welcome  by  pastor  and  people. 

Sergeantsville,  New  Jersey.  Dora  H.  Hoppock. 


Michigan  District  Meeting,  Marilla 

A  district-wide  question  seems  to  be  in  circulation, 
"Will  the  improvement  project  at  Marilla  be  completed! 
in  time  to  accommodate  the  district  meeting  Aug.  19- 
22?"  We  are  happy  to  report  that  these  improvements 
are  going  forward  very  smoothly,  we  are  having  ex- 
cellent co-operation  in  finishing  the  projects  and  we  are 
confident  that  we  will  be  able  to  accommodate  all  who 
come  in  every  way. 

The  survey  for  lodging  is  now  under  way  and  our 
community  homes  are  very  generous  in  their  hospitali- 
ty. Our  goal  is  to  secure  lodging  for  200  or  more  and 
we  plan  to  have  cots  available  in  group  quarters  in  case 
excess  facilities  are  required.  We  suggest  that  you 
bring  along  blankets  and  pillows  in  case  these  cots  are 
required.  There  are  suitable  locations  for  tents  and 
trailers.  If  there  are  those  who  prefer  tourist  cabins  for 
lodging,  reservations  may  be  made  by  mail  with  the 
following  parties — 

Joseph's  Tourist  Home,  Mrs.  Delia  Joseph,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Mesick,  eight  miles  away. 

Red  Bridge  Park,  Mrs.  Edith  Brown,  Brethren,  Mich., 
on  the  bank  of  Manistee  River,  eight  miles  away. 

Cabins  on  Lake  Elenor,  Dave  Haillsamer,  Brethren, 
Mich.,  thirteen  miles  away. 

Little  Eden  Camp,  Onekama,  is  twenty-two  miles 
from  Marilla. 

We  urge  that  you  share  the  hospitality  of  our  com- 
munity homes,  but  name  the  above  if  you  prefer.  The 
meal  rate  is  twenty-five  cents  per  meal,  and  three  meals 
will  be  served  at  the  church  each  day.  You  are  included 
in  our  welcome  to  this  conference. 


Copemish,  Mich. 


G.  E.  Barkdoll. 


Observing  a  Moonlight  Night 

Although  there  are  many  things  in  nature  to  see,  I 
have  seen  nothing  comparable  to  the  soft  moonlight 
sifting  down  through  the  lacy  foliage  and  blossoms  of 
trees  in  summer. 

I  look  up  at  the  misty  moon  accenting  the  peaceful- 
ness  of  the  evening.  A  soft  breeze  seems  to  whisper 
gentle  lullabies  to  the  leaves,  while  a  fragrance  of  eve- 
ning scented  stocks,  mignonette,  and  honeysuckle  seems 
to  add  to  the  quiet  peace  and  joy  of  the  moonlight  night. 
Even  the  moonflower  seems  to  feel  akin  to  the  big  and 
mellow  moon,  for  it  sends  out  a  perfume  as  sweet  as  the 
moon  is  beautiful. 

Far  in  the  distance  I  hear  the  loud,  croaking  concert 
of  the  frogs  that  seem  to  be  serenading  the  bright  moon- 
beams  which  play  among  the  lilies  on  the  ponds.     A 
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little  nearer  to  the  place  where  I  stand  as  I  ponder  the 
inexplicable  beauties  of  the  night,  a  nighthawk  swoops 
down  singing  her  lugubrious  but  beautiful  song  of  the 
evening. 

Somewhere  in  all  this  alluring  splendor  music  must 
be  hidden — music  besides  that  of  the  frogs  and  night 
birds.  I  look  above  me,  and  the  shining  leaves  and 
shadows  seem  to  chant  some  lovely  secret.  Below  the 
gently  moving  boughs  I  see  the  grass  blades  inter- 
mingling with  the  moonbeams;  and  as  the  shadows  play 
about  the  sleeping  flowers,  kissing  them  all  goodnight, 
they  seem  to  me  an  intermezzo. 

Once  more,  before  I  go  to  bed,  I  look  at  and  listen  to 
these  night  wonders  that  seem  to  beckon  to  me.  As  I 
do  so,  it  seems  as  though  some  uranic  message  of  joy 
and  love  is  sent  to  those  who  stop  to  love  and  meditate 
upon  the  evening  serenity. 

Out  in  the  moonlight  under  the  trees 

That  move  with  the -gentle  breath  of  breeze, 

Whispering  lullabies  to  the  blooms, 

Sending  sweet  perfumes, 

I  like  to  wander,  to  look,  and  love 

The  misty,  mellow  moon  above — 

Serene  and  beautiful,  calm  and  bright, 

Smiling  on  the  night. 

There  in  the  moonlight  and  the  breeze, 

Where  strange  enchantments  fill  all  the  trees 

With  mellifluous  songs  of  beauty 

Full  of  awe  to  me, 

I  hear  a  message — uranic,  strange; 

Then  all  the  lulling  melodies  change — 

Haunting,  beckoning,  celestial  seem — 

Praising  night,  I  deem. 

Out  in  the  moonlight  beneath  the  skies 

Where  inexpressible  beauty  lies, 

It  seems  a  silent  heavenly  song 

Moves  the  earth  along. 


Fruitdale,  Ala. 


Myrtle  Alice  Carpenter. 


Four  New  Gish  Books 

(Continued  From  Page  17) 
the  Marble  Collegiate  church,  New  York  City,  in  the 
conducting  of  a  church  clinic.  In  their  dealings  with 
the  distressed  souls  who  visit  their  clinic  Dr.  Blanton 
stresses  the  psychological  and  Dr.  Peale  the  spiritual 
aspects  of  their  problems.  This  volume  is  an  outgrowth 
of  the  authors'  study  and  their  work  in  the  clinic.  Each 
chapter  has  two  parts,  each  part  representing  the  spe- 
cial approach  of  the  co-author  who  wrote  it.  The  chap- 
ter headings  are:  The  Power  of  Faith;  The  Hidden  En- 
ergies of  the  Mind;  Fear,  Worry  and  Anxiety;  Con- 
science and  the  Sense  of  Guilt;  Self -Criticism,  Failure 
and  Success;  Grief  and  Sorrow;  The  Company  of  the 
Lonely;  Love  and  Marriage;  The  Faith  That  Heals.  A 
review  of  this  book  is  on  page  17  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger of  May  3,  and  an  advertisement  of  it  on  page  32  of 
the  March  29  issue. 

Abraham  io  Allenby.  G.  Frederick  Owen.  Eerdman's 
Publishing  Company.     1941  edition.     351  pages.     $1.50. 

This  is  a  simple,  graphic  story  of  what  has  gone  on  in 
Palestine  from  Abraham's  time  until  the  time  of  General 
Allenby,  who  took  the  land  in  1917. 

The  first  two  thirds  of  the  book  is  a  retelling  of  the 
Bible  story  in  interesting,  present-day  language.     Two 


WU1  You  Join  the  Protest? 

Camp  Harmony, 
Hooversville,    Pa. 
July  25,  1941. 

During  the  discussion  of  Our  Brethren  Heritage  at  the 
Camp  Harmony  Assembly  questions  were  discussed 
concerning  the  stand  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
reference  to  the  liquor  question,  and  our  present  atti- 
tude toward  the  advertising  of  beer  and  strong  drink 
over  the  radio.  The  question  was  raised  as  to  what  we 
can  do  to  be  faithful  and  further  this  heritage. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  that  we  kindly  ask  the 
Gospel  Messenger  through  its  columns  to  suggest  that 
each  reader  write  to  the  National  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany in  Radio  City,  New  York,  and  their  local  stations, 
protesting  the  advertising  of  beer  and  other  intoxicating 

liquors. 

The  Committee — 

Mrs.  Dorsey  Rotruck 
Chas.  W.  Blough 


functions  are  served  by  it:  It  gives  a  connected  idea 
of  Bible  history  in  very  readable  form,  and  it  makes  the 
Biblical  persons  and  events  seem  real.  There  is  very 
little  interpretation  in  the  book;  the  Bible  story  is  per- 
mitted to  stand  on  its  own  merits  in  the  setting  of  an 
actual  land  and  actual  people. 

In  the  Biblical  section  the  Bible  story  is  frequently 
supplemented  by  materials  gleaned  from  other  sources. 
Gaps  are  thus  filled.  Examples  are  the  chapter  on  the 
development  of  the  Samaritans,  and  the  chapters  on  the 
events  between  the  Testaments.  These  supplementary 
materials  are  valuable  aids  to  understanding  the  Bible. 
The  reviewer  wondered  why  the  author  passed  so  light- 
ly the  story  of  the  rise  of  the  early  church  in  Palestine. 
The  book  seems  to  cover  about  every  other  significant 
development  in  Palestine  during  Biblical  times. 

The  last  third  of  the  book  tells  what  happened  to  Je- 
rusalem and  the  Jews  in  Palestine,  and  traces  the  strug- 
gle between  Arabs,  Turks  and  Christians  for  possession 
of  the  land.  In  this  section  the  reader  is  brought  well 
down  to  date  on  what  has  happened  in  Bible  lands. 

The  book  merits  wide  reading  among  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  Bible.  There  are  valuable  archaeo- 
logical notes  in  the  appendix,  but  the  story  itself  moves 
along  without  breaks.  It  appeals  to  a  wide  range  of  read- 
ers.—E.  G.  Hoff. 

Living  Prayerfully.  Kirby  Page  has  given  us  a  large 
volume  of  devotional  material  prefaced  by  about  a  hun- 
dred pages  of  solid  and  helpful  reading  matter  which  re- 
flects the  calm  and  sane  thinking  of  the  author.  Espe- 
cially pertinent  to  the  Christian's  relations  to  the  pres- 
ent war  is  the  discussion  of  the  likenesses  between  our 
times  and  the  times  in  which  Jesus  lived.  The  devo- 
tional material  is  a  four-hundred-page  anthology  of 
poems,  Bible  passages,  and  excerpts  from  books  and 
articles.  The  theme  is  the  same  for  each  corresponding 
day  of  the  week.  These  themes  are:  Adoration  (Sun- 
day), Thanksgiving  (Monday),  Confession  (Tuesday), 
Commitment  (Wednesday),  Petition  (Thursday),  Com- 
munion (Friday),  and  Social  Action  (Saturday).  This  is 
a  book  for  extended  and  deliberate  thought,  not  for 
hasty  reading.  A  review  of  it  may  be  found  on  page 
17  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  March  29. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Byrkei-Rarick.— Bro.  Darrel  Edwin  Byrket  of  Elkhart.  Ind., 
and  Sister  Elvera  Martha  Rarick  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  the 
Hagerstown  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Md.,  by  the  undersigned, 
July  21,   1941.— Ralph   G.   Rarick,   Chambersburg.  Pa. 

Davis-Clawson. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
church,  Madera,  Calif.,  June  23,  1941,  Roy  B.  Davis  of  McFar- 
land  and  Frances  Ann  Clawson  of  Madera. — John  I.  Coffman, 
McFarland,    Calif. 

Durham-Holway. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  parsonage  of  the 
Carlisle  church,  June  3,  1941,  Earl  Eugene  Durham  and  Kathryn 
Villa  Holway,  both  of  Carlisle. — H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Farling-Funderburg. — By  the  undersigned,  June  7,  1941,  in 
Elgin,  111.,  Erlan  Farling  of  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Frances 
Funderburg  of  Elgin,   111— J.   Clyde  Forney,   Elgin,  111. 

Franlz-Laidlaw. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington  City 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  May  3,  1941,  David  Allen  Frantz  and 
Adeline  Susan  Laidlaw. — Warren  D.  Bowman,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Fredericks-Waldon. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Washington 
City  Church  of  the  Brethren,  April  12,  1941,  Samuel  Winfield 
Fredericks  and  Thelma  May  Waldon. — Warren  D.  Bowman, 
Washington,  D.   C. 

Hamar-Conkling. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home,  June  29, 
1941,  Harold  Hamar  and  Bernice  Conkling,  both  of  Thomas,  Okla. 
— Albert  Williams,  Thomas,   Okla. 

Kindy-Goodwin. — Donald  Kindy  of  Naperville,  111.,  and  Shirley 
Goodwin  of  Champaign,  111.,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  par- 
sonage in  Naperville,  June  22,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  Earl 
Mitchell,  Naperville,  Ill._ 

Losure-Bocock. — At  the  Cart  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
by  the  undersigned,  July  20,  1941,  William  Ancil  Losure  and 
Carolyn  Elizabeth  Bocock,  both  of  Converse,  Ind. — Otho  Winger, 
N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Mishler-Quelel. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  June  1, 
1941,  John  Mishler  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  and  Marion  Naomi  Quelet  of 
Beaverton,  Mich.,  by  the  undersigned. — R.  H.  Nicodemus,  Beav- 
erton,   Mich. 

Trimmer-Becker. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Carlisle,  June  20,  1941,  Paul  W.  Trimmer  and 
Dorothy  Mae  Becker,  both  of  Carlisle. — H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle, 
Pa. 

Tucker-Carrier. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home.  June  30, 
1941,  Wilburn  Tucker  and  Ruby  Carrier,  both  of  Hydro,  Okla. — 
Albert    Williams,    Thomas,    Okla. 

Whiimore-Friend. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  in  Ash- 
land, Ohio,  Mr.  James  I.  Whitmore  and  Sister  Carol  E.  Friend, 
both  of  Ashland.  July  20,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  M.  Friend, 
Wooster,  Ohio. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Badger,  David  Watson,  son  of  Robert  and  Susannah  Shively 
Badger,  was  born  in  the  Buffalo  Valley  church  community, 
Pennsylvania,  on  Sept.  28,  1855.  His  parents  moved  to  Waddams 
Grove,  HI.,  in  1858,  where  they  resided  until  1870,  when  they 
moved  to  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  the  community  of  the 
Panther  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Here  he  grew  to  man- 
hood and  contributed  his  part  in  building  the  community.  With 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  California,  two  years  at 
Beaver  and  six  years  in  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  he  resided  in  the 
Panther  community  until  his  passing  into  the  beyond.  He  was 
married  to  Laura  Emmert  on  Sept.  20,  1877.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  children.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren when  a  young  man  and  remained  faithful  during  his  entire 
life.  About  forty-eight  years  ago  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
deacon,  which  office  he  served  faithfully.  It  was  always  a  pleas- 
ure for  him  to  have  a  part  in  local  church  work,  and  to  lend 
a  helping  hand  where  needed.  For  a  number  of  years  he  and 
his  good  wife  were  very  active  in  child  rescue  work.  Theirs  was 
a  receiving  home  for  many  homeless  children.  More  than  fifty 
splendid  young  men  and  women  have  Uncle  Watson  and  Aunt 
Laura  to  thank  for  finding  a  good  Christian  home.  He  was  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  have  preceded  him  in 
death.  He  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  eight 
months  and  three  days.  In  his  going  the  community  has  lost 
one  of  its  pioneers.  His  smiling  face  and  hearty  handshake  will 
be  missed,  especially  by  the  children.  In  his  going  he  leaves  to 
mourn  three  children,  seven  grandchildren,  two  great-grand- 
children, many  other  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends. — Susie  K. 
Wicks,    Adel,    Iowa. 

Barlh,  Emma,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Shearer  Yoder,  died 
suddenly  at  her  home  near  Mattawana,  Pa.,  July  12,  1941,  aged 
eighty-one  years  and  six  days.  Surviving  her  are  four  sons,  two 
daughters,    eleven    grandchildren    and    five    great-grandchildren. 


Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  twenty-four  years  ago.  Sis- 
ter Barth  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  her 
youth  and  was  always  active  in  the  work  of  the  church.  She 
served  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  many  years,  con- 
tinuing until  ill-health  prevented  her  from  attending  the  serv- 
ices. Her  kind  nature,  jovial  disposition  and  sincere  Christian 
character  won  for  her  a  host  of  friends  wherever  she  was  known. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Pine  Glen  Church  of  the 
Brethren  with  Brethren  Lawrence  Ruble  and  Perry  Huffaker 
officiating.  Burial  was  in  the  Pine  Glen  cemetery. — Margaret  L. 
Miller,  Mattawana,  Pa. 

Brandt,  Wendell  Eldon,  the  only  child  of  Mrs.  Mabel  Brandt 
of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  was  accidentally  drowned  in  a  pool  near 
highway  50,  on  the  land  that  adjoins  the  Sunset  Hill  cemetery- 
He  was  accompanied  by  a  cousin  who  tried  to  save  the  younger 
boy's  life.  Help  came  too  late  and  all  attempts  to  revive  the 
boy  were  in  vain.  Wendell  was  born  on  May  3,  1929,  in  War- 
rensburg and  was  twelve  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  Sunday-school  and  church  serv- 
ices at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  he  became  a  mem- 
ber last  fall.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  July  6  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  conducted  by  Eld.  James  Mohler  of 
Leeton,  Mo.  Burial  was  in  the  Sunset  Hill  cemetery.— Grace  G. 
Greim,  Warrensburg,  Mo. 

Cassel,  John  H.,  son  of  John  and  Susan  Hartzell  Cassel,  was 
born  Nov.  14,  1857,  near  Covington,  Ohio.  He  was  one  of  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  On  Nov.  2,  1882,  he  was  married  to 
Amanda  Mohler,  daughter  of  J.  S.  and  Hanna  Louise  Mohler. 
To  this  union  three  children  were  born.  He  was  interested  in 
the  church  during  his  many  years  of  life  here,  and  a  reader  of 
the  Messenger  until  his  eyesight  failed  him  in  the  later  years. 
He  remembered  well  the  Annual  Conference  held  on  his  fath- 
er's farm  southwest  of  Covington  when  he  was  a  boy.  There 
are  left  to  mourn  his  passing,  his  wife,  his  children,  a  sister  and 
brother,  two  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild,  other  kindred 
and  many  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his  pas- 
tor, assisted  by  Ira  Blocher.  Interment  was  in  the  Covington 
cemetery. — G.  L.  Wine,  Greenville,  Ohio. 

Danner,  Kathryn  S.,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Catherine  Schaffer 
Danner,  was  born  June  5,  1867.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her 
sister,  Mrs.  James  Trayner,  where  she  made  her  home  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years.  She  was  seventy-four  years  and  three 
days  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  accepted  Christ  and 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  about  twenty  years 
old.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss  two  brothers,  two  sisters  and 
nineteen  nieces  and  nephews.  A  brother  and  sister  preceded 
her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Astoria 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  her  pastor.  Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike.  She 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Woodland  cemetery. — Rose  Wickert,  As- 
toria,   111. 

Emig,  Rebecca  Hamm,  was  born  June  20,  1857,  the  oldest  of  ten 
children  born  to  Elder  Solomon  and  Sarah  Wolfe  Hamm.  She 
was  married  to  Henry  Emig  on  Feb.  11,  1877,  and  to  this  union 
six  children  were  born.  Since  the  passing  of  her  husband  on 
July  16,  1924,  she  has  made  her  home  with  her  children.  She 
passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  daughter.  She  was  eighty-four 
years  and  twelve  days  old.  In  1881  she  accepted  Christ  and 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  a  woman  of 
firm  conviction  and  remained  in  faith  until  the  end  of  life.  On 
June  23  she  called  for  the  anointing  service,  which  was  admin- 
istered by  her  pastor.  Eld.  Lester  Fike,  and  Eld.  C.  A.  Gruber. 
From  this  service  she  received  strength  and  comfort.  She  is 
survived  by  two  sisters  and  two  brothers,  five  children,  twenty- 
four  grandchildren  and  twenty-six  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Astoria  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the 
pastor.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Woodland  cemetery. — Rose 
Wickert,  Astoria,  111. 

Heinamen,  George  W.,  died  at  his  home  near  Akron  after  an 
illness  of  several  months.  He  was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Springville  congregation.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  one  son  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  Mellinger's  funeral  home  in  Denver  by  Eld.  John  L. 
Myer.  Interment  was  in  the  Mohler's  cemetery. — Erla  Weinhold, 
Stevens,   Pa. 

Hildebrand,  Benjamin  G.,  was  born  March  29,  1870,  and  died 
June  16,  1941,  at  his  home  near  Reamstown,  after  a  lingering 
illness.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Springville  Congregation.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  one  son  and  one  brother.  The  services  at 
Mellinger's  funeral  home  were  followed  by  services  at  the  Moh- 
ler's church,  conducted  by  Eld.  John  L.  Myer.  Interment  was 
made   in    the   adjoining    cemetery. — Erla   Weinhold,   Stevens,   Pa. 

Keller,  Harriet  Kramer,  of  Reamstown,  was  born  Jan.  23, 
1864,  and  died  June  30,  1941,  at  the  hospital.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Springville  congregation  for  the  past  sixty  years.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  two  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  at  the  Mellinger's  funeral  home 
by  Eld.  John  L.  Myer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Mellinger's 
cemetery  near   Schoeneck. — Erla  Weinhold,   Stevens,  Pa. 

Kinsley,  Anna,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Moomaw,  was  born 
near  Sugar  Creek,  Ohio,  Feb.  6,  1880,  and  came  to  the  end  of 
her  earthly  pilgrimage  on  July  17,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband,  a  son,  a  step-daughter,  three  sisters  and  four  brothers. 
She  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  twin  sister  at  her  home  dur- 
ing her  illness.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  she  was  received  into 
the  fellowship   of  the  Church   of  the   Brethren   by   baptism,  and 
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continued  to  live  a  faithful,  consistent  life  to  the  end.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  New  Phila- 
delphia. Ohio,  by  the  undersigned.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Shanesville  cemetery. — A.  H.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio. 

Murphy,  Mancle  Murel,  youngest  son  of  Elvin  and  Mamie 
Murphy,  was  born  near  Cambridge,  Ohio,  on  Sept.  7,  1926,  and 
passed  away  May  2,  1941,  after  a  few  days'  illness  in  the  Stouder 
Memorial  hospital  at  Troy,  Ohio.  He  was  a  very  frail  child  and 
it  had  been  only  during  the  last  few  years  that  he  was  able  to 
attend  the  public  schools.  He  united  with  the  Middle  District 
church  on  Easter  Sunday  in  1938.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by 
two  sisters.  He  leaves  his  father  and  mother,  two  brothers  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Middle  District 
church,  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  C.  V.  Coppock,  assisted  by 
Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock.  Interment  was  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery, 
Tipp  City,  Ohio.— Ethel  Coppock,  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

Nill,  Martha  Gross,  was  born  in  Covington,  Ohio,  June  19,  1877, 
and  died  at  McFarland,  Calif.,  July  4,  1941.  In  1918  she  was 
married  to  John  Nill  of  McFarland.  After  their  marriage  they 
lived  on  a  ranch  near  McFarland,  where  the  husband  passed 
away  four  years  ago  and  where  she  continued  alone  and  man- 
aged the  ranch  until  her  death.  Her  death  was  the  result  of  an 
accident  which  occurred  near  her  home  as  she  attempted  to 
cross  the  railroad  and  was  struck  by  a  fast  train  which  com- 
pletely demolished  her  car  and  killed  her  instantly.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  early  in  life  and  continued  in 
this  relationship  until  her  death.  Her  life  was  not  spectacular 
but  she  was  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community.  It  was  said 
of  her,  "She  was  full  of  good  works  and  almsdeeds  which  she 
did."  She  is  survived  by  one  brother,  one  sister  and  a  large 
number  of  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  McFar- 
land Church  of  the  Brethren  and  were  conducted  by  the  writer, 
assisted  by  Pastor  John  I.  Coffman  and  Rev.  J.  Fuller  of  the 
Full  Gospel  church.  She  was  buried  by  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band in  the  Inglewood  Park  cemetery  at  Inglewood,  Calif. — ■ 
Andrew  Blickenstaff ,  McFarland,  Calif. 

Noff,  Daniel  B.,  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Noff,  departed 
this  life  June  6,  1941.  He  was  born  June  12,  1860,  near  Boone 
Mill,  Va.,  and  spent  his  entire  life  near  the  place  of  his  birth. 
He  had  been  an  invalid  for  a  number  of  years;  death  followed  a 
lingering  illness.  In  early  manhood  he  united  with  the  Brick 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  a  faithful  member  until  death. 
He  was  a  deacon  for  forty  years.  He  always  attended  church 
faithfully  until  health  would  not  permit  in  late  years.  He  is 
survived  by  one  sister  and  a  large  number  of  other  relatives  and 
friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  J.  B. 
Peters,  I.  D.  Hoy  and  J.  W.  Barnhart.  Interment  was  in  the 
church   cemetery. — Sylvia   Angle   Flora,   Rocky  Mount,   Va. 

Reddig,  Amanda  Steely,  was  born  March  11,  1880,  and  died 
June  28,  1941,  in  the  Lancaster  general  hospital,  where  she  had 
been  a  patient  for  the  past  four  weeks,  suffering  with  a  heart 
ailment.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Springville  congregation. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  children,  five  grandchildren, 
two  sisters  and  her  step-mother.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  her  home  near  Reamstown.  Interment  was  in  the  Red- 
dig  cemetery.  Eld.  John  L.  Myer  officiated. — Erla  Weinhold, 
Stevens,  Pa. 

Rench,  Sarah  Fiana  Penny,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Penny, 
was  born  near  Goshen,  Ind.,  on  Sept.  23,  1874,  and  died  at  her 
home  south  of  Olympia,  Wash.,  on  June  15,  1941.  Just  the  eve- 
ening  before,  she  had  completed  packing  her  suitcase  to  attend 
the  La  Verne  Conference  and  visit  relatives  in  California.  A 
very  short  period  of  acute  suffering  ended  her  lingering  ailment, 
which  she  had  endured  with  patient  courage.  Since  girlhood 
she  had  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Rench  near  Orlando, 
Okla.,  on  Jan.  8,  1896,  and  to  this  union  seven  children  were  born, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  From  Oklahoma  the  family  moved 
to  Colorado,  and  from  there  in  1908  to  Olympia,  where  they 
have  made  their  home  ever  since,  except  for  a  few  years  in 
Sunnyside  and  Mossy  Rock,  Wash.  She  is  survived  by  her  hus- 
band, one  daughter,  five  sons,  ten  grandchildren,  one  sister,  and 
a  host  of  friends  and  admirers  who  have  been  inspired  by  her 
faithfulness.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Olympia 
Church  of  the  Brethren  on  June  18,  by  Eld.  Louis  Holderreed, 
assisted   by   the  writer. — Mark   Schrock,   Olympia,   Wash. 

Rogers,  George  W.t  was  born  Jan.  6,  1846,  in  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Robins, 
Iowa,  on  June  21,  1941.  He  came  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  on 
March  29,  1864.  He  was  married  to  Jane  Watters  on  March  25, 
1866.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  sons  and  two  daughters; 
two  sons  died  in  infancy  and  a  third  was  accidentally  killed  at 
the  age  of  four  years.  The  oldest  son's  funeral  was  being  held 
about  the  time  of  the  father's  death.  Survivors  include  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  twenty-four  grandchildren  and  twenty- 
seven  great-grandchildren.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  September  1877  and  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  deacon  on  Oct.  1,  1882.  Mr.  Rogers  was  a  great  lover  of  music 
and  was  song  leader  of  the  church  services  for  many  years. 
He  lived  such  a  full  life  that  he  was  able  to  say,  "Come,  wel- 
come death,  I  will  gladly  go  with  thee."  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  the  undersigned  in  the  church  in  Robins  on  June 
24  and  the  body  was  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  his  wife,  who 
preceded  him  in  death  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  Dunkard  ceme- 
tery.— O.   A.    Myer,    Robins,    Iowa. 


Ropp,  John  J.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Julia  Ropp,  was  born  March 
21,  1858,  in  Marion  County,  Iowa,  and  departed  this  life,  after 
weeks  of  lingering  illness,  on  July  13,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Clin- 
ton, Mo.  He  united  with  the  Deepwater  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren two  years  ago  and  was  a  faithful  and  sincere  Christian.  He 
was  married  to  Phoebie  Ropp  forty-three  years  ago.  Besides 
his  devoted  companion,  he  leaves  an  adopted  daughter,  four 
sisters  and  two  brothers  to  mourn  his  departure.  His  funeral 
services  were  held  July  17  with  Bro.  W.  R.  Argabright,  his  pas- 
tor, in  charge,  assisted  by  Rev.  Olsen,  the  Methodist  minister. 
Interment  was  in  the  Dunning  cemetery. — Mrs.  Gladys  Dun- 
ning, Deepwater,  Mo. 

Rothrock,  Lizzie  Hedrick,  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Nancy 
Hedrick,  was  born  in  Edwards  County,  111.,  June  12,  1856.  She 
departed  this  life  on  July  3,  1941.  On  Sept.  26,  1374,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jonas  Rothrock  of  Edwards  County.  After 
spending  one  year  on  a  near-by  farm  they  moved  to  the  Roth- 
rock homestead,  where  they  resided  until  the  time  of  the  hus- 
band's death  five  years  ago.  To  this  union  two  daughters  and 
one  son  were  born.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was  converted  at 
a  meeting  held  at  the  Oak  Grove  schoolhouse;  she  remained  a 
consistent  Christian  until  the  time  of  her  homegoing.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  ones  mentioned  above,  she  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss 
two  brothers,  ten  grandchildren,  seven  great-grandchildren,  and 
a  large  number  of  other  relatives  and  friends.  She  was  always  a 
devoted  companion,  a  loving  mother,  and  a  friend  to  every  one 
in  need.  Services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  A.  Ridgely  and 
Bro.  Oliver  Dearing  at  the  Walnut  Grove  church.  Interment  was 
in   the   adjoining   cemetery. — Mrs.    Oliver   Dearing,    Calhoun,   111. 

Rupp,  Mary  Frantz,  of  Stevens,  was  born  March  15,  1891,  and 
died  July  6,  1941,  after  a  lingering  illness,  at  the  Lancaster  gen- 
eral hospital.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Springville  congrega- 
tion. She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  five  children,  five  grand- 
children, a  step-mother,  three  brothers,  four  sisters,  one  step- 
sister and  two  step-brothers.  The  services  at  Mellinger's  funeral 
home  were  followed  by  services  at  the  Middle  Creek  church,  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  John  L.  Myer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Erla  Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa. 

Sellers,  Paul  Herman,  son  of  William  H.  and  Mattie  E.  Sellers, 
was  born  near  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  Aug.  3,  1899,  and  died  in  Roa- 
noke, Va.,  May  26,  1941.  On  Jan.  11,  1919,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Pearl  May  of  Jonesboro.  Surviving  are  the  wife  and 
one  son,  also  his  father  and  mother  and  three  sisters.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  his  youth.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church  by  Eld. 
John  B.  Hilbert  and  Rev.  Joe  Strother.  Interment  was  in  the 
cemetery   near   by. — Mrs.   Albert   T.   Ferguson,   Jonesboro,   Tenn. 

Showaller,  Benjamin  Franklin,  died  at  his  home  near  Broad- 
way, Va.,  July  16,  1941,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  eight  months 
and  five  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Linville  Creek  congre- 
gation and  active  in  the  work  at  the  Cedar  Run  house.  Surviving 
are  two  sons  and  five  grandchildren.  The  funeral  was  held  in 
the  Cedar  Run  church  with  the  writer  in  charge,  assisted  by 
Bro.  A.  J.  Fitzwater.  and  Rev.  W.  D.  Mitchell  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Cedar  Run  cemetery. 
— Samuel   D.   Lindsay,    Timberville,    Va. 

Singer,  Jacob,  was  born  March  11,  1863,  in  Polk  County,  Iowa, 
and  died  in  Barnett,  Mo.,  June  23,  1941.  On  Sept.  28,  1897,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Rosa  Lee  Devine.  To  this  union  eight 
children  were  born,  seven  of  whom  survive.  He  was  baptized 
into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Oct.  7,  1888,  and  lived  a  con- 
sistent Christian  life,  being  faithful  in  attendance  and  in  the 
activities  of  the  church.  He  had  lived  in  Fortuna  and  the  sur- 
rounding community  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  but  had  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter  in  Barnett  for  the  past  three  years. 
He  was  a  well-known  and  well-liked  citizen,  and  enjoyed  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  who  loved  and  trusted  him.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Prairie  View  church  on  June  25  by  the 
undersigned. — Glenn  I.  Rummel,  Leeton,  Mo. 

Smith,  Isaiah,  died  at  his  home  in  Alum  Bank,  Pa.,  on  July  11, 
1941,  after  an  illness  of  about  eight  months.  He  spent  most  of 
his  life  in  the  community  in  which  he  was  born.  He  was  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen.  Although  he  spent  most  of  his  life 
outside  the  church,  six  months  ago  he  made  the  statement  that 
he  was  now  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  life  minus  God's  work 
of  grace  was  an  unsatisfactory  one.  It  was  a  miracle  how  his 
body  mended  for  baptism  which  was  administered  on  April  27. 
His  passing  was  very  peaceful.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  five 
daughters,  two  sons,  a  number  of  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and 
one  brother.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Holsinger  church 
by  the  writer,  Eld.  T.  B.  Mickel  and  Sister  Taylor.  Burial  was 
in  the  Fishertown  cemetery. — John  E.  Rowland,  New  Paris,  Pa. 

Snoberger,  Ella  Mae,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  on 
June  22,  1941,  after  a  five-month  illness.  Her  husband  and  only 
son  preceded  her  in  death.  She  was  born  near  New  Enterprise, 
Pa.,  on  Nov.  29,  1865,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Koontz 
Werking.  Surviving  are  her  daughter,  six  grandchildren  and 
two  great-grandchildren.  She  was  a  devoted  and  loyal  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  very  active  in  the  ladies'  aid 
society,  having  served  as  its  treasurer  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  New  Enterprise 
church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Wilfred  N.  Staufer,  with  interment  in 
the  cemetery  near  by.— Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Snyder,  Elmer  G.,  son  of  Brother  Henry  and  Sister  Nancy  Sny- 
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der,  both  deceased,  was  born  near  Bedford,  Pa.,  June  25,  1883, 
and  died  at  the  Nason  hospital,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  on  July  1, 
1941,  from  complications  resulting  from  a  fracture  of  the  hip 
received  in  a  fall  at  his  home  several  weeks  before.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sister  Carrie  Brumbaugh  of  New  Enter- 
prise, Pa.,  on  Sept.  6,  1904.  He  united  with  the  church  early 
in  life  and  remained  faithful.  Besides  his  wife  he  is  survived 
by  one  son,  two  grandsons  and  one  brother.  One  son  preceded 
him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Roaring  Spring 
church  in  charge  of  his  pastor,  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry.  Interment  was 
in  the  Greenlawn  cemetery,  Roaring  Spring. — Lena  M.  Hoover, 
Roaring   Spring,   Pa. 

Snyder,  Perry,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  Snyder,  was  born 
July  11,  1871,  west  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  departed  this  life  May 
15,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  niece  near  Goshen.  Death  followed 
a  stroke  of  paralysis  which  he  suffered  on  Tuesday  preceding 
his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the  West  Goshen  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Surviving  are  three  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  West  Goshen  church  by  Brethren  M.  D. 
Stutsman  and  Samuel  E.  Miller.  Burial  was  in  the  Union  Cen- 
ter  cemetery. — Mrs.   Mina   Ganger,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Ulery,  Joe  C,  son  of  Jacob  and  Christina  Ulery,  was  born  in 
Wabash  County,  Ind.,  June  2,  1869.  He  passed  to  his  eternal 
home  on  July  14,  1941.  His  entire  life  was  spent  in  this  vicinity. 
On  March  15,  1890,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Hiser. 
This  home  was  blessed  with  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1912  and  remained 
faithful  to  the  end.  His  desire  was  to  provide  well  for  his  fam- 
ily and  his  church.  He  worked  hard  as  a  farmer  to  carry  out  his 
wishes.  The  union  of  the  home  was  broken  on  Nov.  19,  1927, 
when  his  wife  passed  on  to  her  reward.  In  February  1932  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lydia  Haye,  who  survives  him.  He 
also  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  five  children,  seventeen 
grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren,  two  brothers,  and  many 
other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
West  Manchester  church,  directed  by  Elders  Otho  Winger  and 
T.  G.  Weaver.  Burial  was  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.— T.  G. 
Weaver,    N.    Manchester,    Ind. 

While,  Etta  Vanscoyk,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Uriah  Van- 
scoyk,  was  born  in  Pulaski  County,  Ind.,  in  1861.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  S.  B.  White  in  1887.  To  them  were  born  five  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Brother  and  Sister  White  united 
with  the  Beaver  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1889.  For 
nearly  fifty  years  they  were  pillars  of  this  congregation.  Their 
home  was  as  a  beacon  light  upon  a  hill  in  this  pioneer  neigh- 
borhood. In  all  of  this  Sister  White  was  the  faithful  servant 
of  the  church,  serving  with  her  husband,  a  faithful  deacon.  A 
few  years  ago  when  the  meeting  house  was  moved  some  miles 
away,  Brother  and  Sister  White  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
change  of  the  place  of  worship  and  affiliated  with  another  church 
in  the  neighborhood.  She  passed  away  June  25,  1941.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  Tippecanoe 
Christian   church. — Otho   Winger,   N.    Manchester,   Ind. 

Wierman,  Charles  Melvin,  of  Red  Lion,  Pa.,  was  born  May  31, 
1877,  and  died  at  the  York  hospital,  following  an  operation,  July 
5,  1941.  His  survivors  are  his  wife,  Laura  Jane  Mummert  Wier- 
man, three  sons,  one  daughter,  several  grandchildren,  his  step- 
mother, one  sister,  five  step-brothers  and  step-sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Olewiler  funeral  home  in  Red  Lion, 
with  the  writer  officiating.  Interment  was  in  the  Altland  meet- 
ing-house cemetery,  near  East  Berlin,  Pa. — M.  A.  Jacobs,  York, 
Pa. 

Wiles,  John  Christopher,  of  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  son  of  Frank 
and  Susan  Knisely  Wiles,  was  born  Sept.  8,  1904,  and  departed 
this  life  on  June  25,  1941.  His  illness,  due  to  accidentally  falling 
through  the  barn  floor  into  the  stable  below,  was  of  only  a  few 
days.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Roaring  Spring  and  was 
improving  to  the  extent  that  they  were  preparing  to  bring  him 
home,  when  death  occurred  suddenly.  On  June  20,  1931,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Hazel  Brumbaugh  of  Martinsburg,  who 
survives  with  one  daughter.  Besides  these,  he  leaves  a  father  and 
two  brothers.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  New  Enterprise,  where  services  were  conducted  on 
June  28  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Wilfred  N.  Staufer.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New  Enter- 
prise,   Pa. 

Wine,  Ruby  Arbel,  six-months-old  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Junior  Wine,  died  at  the  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  hospital  after  an 
illness  of  several  days.  Besides  her  parents  she  is  survived  by 
her  grandparents.  The  funeral  was  held  from  the  Timberville 
church  with  the  writer  in  charge.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Tim- 
berville  cemetery. — Samuel   D.   Lindsay,   Timberville,   Va. 

Wilmer,  Martha,  was  born  June  10,  1861,  and  died  June  21, 
1941,  after  a  short  illness  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Den- 
ver. She  was  a  member  of  the  Springville  congregation.  She 
is  survived  by  one  daughter,  two  grandsons,  two  brothers  and 
one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Mellinger's 
funeral  home  by  Eld.  John  L.  Myer  .  Interment  was  made  in 
the  Fairview  cemetery. — Erla  Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa. 

Yohn,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Susan  Werking,  was 
born  Aug.  11,  1866,  near  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  was  called 
home  on  June  6,  1941.  On  June  13,  1901,  she  was  married  to 
Jonas  K.  Zeigler,  who  died  Jan.  1,  1902.  On  June  10,  1914,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  James  B.  Yohn,  who  preceded  her  in 


death  on  May  2,  1927.  She  was  the  loving  mother  of  one  daugh- 
ter. Miss  Mary  Zeigler,  with  whom  she  made  her  home;  and  a 
devoted  foster  mother  to  the  other  children  of  her  husbands', 
including  six  daughters  and  five  sons.  She  leaves  also  two  broth- 
ers, three  sisters  and  a  host  of  friends,  many  of  whom  called  her 
mother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  West  Branch  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  June  9.  The  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Merle 
Hawbecker,  officiated.  Interment  was  made  in  the  West  Branch 
cemetery. — H.  Jesse  Baker,  Polo,  111. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Glendora. — Our  choir  presented  a  lovely  pageant  at  Easter 
time,  and  on  April  20  we  had  a  very  spiritual  and  well-attended 
love  feast.  May  22  was  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet,  at 
which  Sister  Anna  Hutchison,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
was  our  guest  speaker.  She  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  her 
work  among  the  women  in  China.  Bro.  Lear  was  away  for  two 
weeks,  holding  a  revival  in  Waterford,  and  also  one  week  in 
Pomona.  We  have  had  a  number  of  good  sermons  from  visiting 
brethren;  among  them  was  Dr.  Rufus  Bowman  from  Bethany 
Seminary.  We  also  had  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker,  returned  mis- 
sionary to  China,  give  us  an  address  on  May  12;  Mrs.  Forney 
also  gave  us  a  talk  the  same  day.  We  were  happy  to  have  Bro. 
Robert  Sink,  pastor  of  the  Rossville  church,  Ind.,  with  us  on 
June  15.  He  gave  us  a  very  splendid  sermon  in  the  morning 
and  Bro.  Galen  Lehman,  pastor  of  the  Springfield,  111.,  church, 
brought  the  message  in  the  evening.  We  felt  very  much  pleased 
to  have  the  Conference  so  close  this  year.  We  all  were  richly 
blessed  by  hearing  the  wonderful  messages  and  inspiring  mu- 
sic. Sister  Retta  Cline  and  Bro.  A.  D.  Sollenberger  were  our 
delegates.  The  Sunday  school  had  a  pleasant  outing  on  July  4. 
Our  revival  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  November. — Mrs.  Harry 
Starver,  Glendora,   Calif.,  July   16. 

Idaho 

Fruiiland. — On  Sunday,  July  13,  appropriate  services  prepara- 
tory to  the  razing  of  the  church,  which  had  seen  service  since 
1908,  were  held.  Some  very  fine  tributes  were  paid  to  the  build- 
ers and  workers  down  through  the  years.  A  few  of  the  builders 
were  present,  as  well  as  several  who  had  attended  during  the 
entire  life  of  the  building.  Many  recollections,  both  happy  and 
sad,  were  brought  to  mind.  A  few  days  with  much  donated 
labor  by  all  has  brought  the  structure  to  the  ground.  Much  of 
the  material  will  be  used  in  the  new  church  that  will  be  erected 
immediately.  Plans  are  complete  and  materials  ordered  for 
a  $6,500  cinder  block,  stucco  church,  with  at  least  eighty-five  per 
cent  cash  and  labor  at  hand.  We  are  very  happy  to  come  so 
near  to  realizing  hopes  that  have  been  cherished  for  a  number 
of  years.  We  are  very  grateful  for  the  blessings  of  the  heavenly 
Father  and  hope  to  attain  greater  things  for  him  in  the  future. 
Bro.  Charles  Deardorf  is  our  architect  and  will  be  with  us  most 
of  the  time.  The  traveling  preaching  mission  is  expected  to  be 
here  on  July  18.  We  are  looking  for  a  real  treat  in  hearing 
Brother  and  Sister  Leland  Brubaker  and  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis. 
The  neighboring  churches  will  join  us  in  this  service. — Reina 
Jenks,  Fruitland,  Idaho,  July   17. 

Illinois 
Polo. — The  church  board  met  on  April  21  and  appointed  Wilbur 
Grossnickle  as  head  usher.  Albert  Iske,  superintendent  of  the 
Polo  grade  school,  spoke  on  Friendship  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on 
June  1.  Fifteen  of  our  young  folks  attended  a  district  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  rally  at  Sterling  on  April  27.  A  mother  and  daughter  tea 
was  held  in  the  church  parlors  on  Sunday  afternoon,  May  4,  with 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Hoff  of  Mount  Morris  as  the  guest  speaker.  Mu- 
sical numbers  were  also  given;  ninety  were  present.  The  local 
group  of  intermediates  entertained  the  groups  from  this  area  on 
May  18.  Brethren  and  Sisters  H.  Jesse  Baker,  Henry  Stauffer 
and  David  Boley  attended  the  Annual  Meeting  at  La  Verne. 
Bro.  Baker  was  our  delegate,  and  he  brought  back  interesting 
reports.  A  children's  day  program  was  given  on  June  8.  The 
average  attendance  of  the  Sunday  school  for  the  past  quarter 
was  210.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  work  our  pastor  and  wife 
are  doing  since  they  came  to  Polo  on  Sept.  1,  1937.  They  are 
closing  their  work  here  Sept.  1,  1941,  and  will  go  to  Muncie,  Ind. 
On  June  11  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  of  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  gave  a 
sermon  here.  Bro.  Clingenpeel  has  accepted  the  invitation  to  be- 
come our  pastor.  Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  July  4  at 
Lowell  Park  near  Dixon.  One  letter  has  been  granted  since  our 
last  report.  Plans  are  being  made  to  entertain  the  district 
meeting  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  at  Polo,  Aug.  30 — 
Sept.  1.— Mrs.  Hazel  Krum,  Polo,  111.,  July  19. 

Indiana 
Buffalo. — At  a  recent  council  meeting  plans  were  made  for  our 
church  to  become  self-supporting.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
district  mission  board  gave  us  financial  aid,  for  which  we  are 
grateful.  Now  we  shall  continue  to  have  a  full-time  program. 
Bro.  T.  A.  Shively,  our  elder,  was  retained  until  September  1941. 
Within  a  few  weeks  our  church  remodeling  project  will  be- 
gin. We  are  planning  more  adequate  room  for  our  Sunday 
school.     On  April  18  Brother  and  Sister  Chas.  R.  Oberlin,  pastors 
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of  the  Peru  church,  began  a  revival  meeting  here.  Bro.  Ober- 
lin  preached  ten  soul-stirring  sermons.  Large  crowds  were  in 
attendance  at  each  service.  Bro.  E.  S.  Petry  of  Burnettsville 
also  preached  three  sermons,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  B.  D. 
Hirt.  Ten  were  baptized  as  a  result  of  these  meetings.  Our  elder 
presided  at  a  council  held  on  May  30  in  which  two  deacons  were 
elected:  Brethren  J.  O.  Hirt  and  John  Marion.  A  service  was 
given  by  the  mothers  and  daughters  on  Mother's  Day.  On  July 
16  a  children's  meeting  was  held  at  the  church;  all  departments 
of  the  children's  division  were  represented.  A  period  of  devo- 
tion and  Bible  study  was  held,  after  which  the  children  enjoyed 
supervised  play  and  refreshments.  Our  annual  children's  day 
was  observed  on  June  1  with  a  program  by  them,  and  a  chil- 
dren's sermon. — Mrs.  B.  D.  Hirt,  Monticello,  Ind.,  July  19. 

Mexico. — On  June  5  we  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  council. 
On  Sunday  night,  June  15,  the  children  and  church  choir  gave 
a  good  program  entitled  God's  Goodness  and  Love.  Five  have 
recently  been  baptized  into  the  church,  and  one  was  received 
by  former  baptism.  Some  of  our  members  attended  the  joint 
Sunday-school  convention  at  Santa  Fe.  A  special  offering  total- 
ing $225  was  taken  for  the  Annual  Conference.  On  Sunday, 
July  6,  Eld.  Harley  Fisher  and  wife  gave  a  good  report  of  the 
Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every 
Wednesday  afternoon.  They  are  quilting  and  sewing  for  the 
Red  Cross.  The  church  sent  one  adult  to  the  music  camp  at 
Camp  Mack.  The  churches  in  the  community  are  having  open- 
air  services. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico,  Ind.,  July  19. 

Nettle  Creek. — Bro.  M.  M.  Hoover  of  Hagerstown,  and  Bro.  E. 
O.  Norris  of  the  Richmond  church  filled  the  pulpit  at  the  Brick 
church  while  Bro.  Werking  attended  the  Conference  at  La  Verne. 
Bro.  Otho  Winger  preached  the  morning  and  evening  sermons  on 
June  29.  We  all  appreciated  his  being  with  us.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
of  the  Southern  District  held  their  picnic  on  the  same  day,  with 
a  good  attendance.  The  church  met  in  council  on  July  4.  Two 
members.  Brother  and  Sister  F.  E.  Hay  of  the  Indianapolis 
church,  were  received  by  letter.  We  appreciate  having  them 
back  in  our  midst  after  an  absence  of  several  years.  Bro.  Werk- 
ing gave  a  brief  report  of  the  Annual  Conference.  The  trus- 
tees of  the  Brick  church  were  given  authority  to  buy  a  new 
pump.  Brother  and  Sister  O.  D.  Werking,  Bro.  Carl  Hilbert  and 
Bro.  F.  E.  Hay  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  We 
are  planning  and  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  which 
will  be  held  late  this  fall,  with  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.,  as  the  evangelist.  The  Brick  church  aid  society  is 
planning  a  mother  and  daughter  meeting  to  be  held  some  time 
in  August.  The  Wednesday  evening  meetings  are  being  well 
attended. — Mary  E.   Dutro,   Hagerstown,   Ind.,  July   18. 

Santa  Fe. — We  were  happy  to  have  the  joint  Sunday-school 
convention  here  on  May  25.  The  churches  represented  were 
Mexico,  Pipe  Creek,  Peru  and  Santa  Fe.  After  the  Sunday- 
school  hour  and  the  morning  message  by  Dr.  C.  Ray  Keim,  we 
had  a  basket  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  Brethren  Perry  Coblentz, 
T.  A.  Shively  and  Milo  Huffman  gave  talks  on  stewardship. 
Brethren  in  Christian  Service  was  the  title  of  the  address  given 
toy  Bro.  Charles  R.  Oberlin.  This  program  was  planned  by  Mrs. 
Clarence  Orput.  The  music  director  was  Mrs.  T.  A.  Shively. 
Special  music  was  given  by  each  church.  We  enjoyed  a  splen- 
did message  by  Bro.  Elzie  Wimer  of  the  Wabash  Country  church. 
On  July  6  Bro.  Claud  Wolf  was  licensed  to  preach.  The  service 
was  in  charge  of  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively.  On  June  30  fire  destroyed 
a  large  barn  on  Bro.  P.  E.  Coblentz's  farm;  the  damage  was  es- 
timated at  $6,000.  This  loss  is  keenly  felt  by  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Coblentz.  The  church  members  and  neighbors  are  going  in 
to  help  them  rebuild  their  loss. — Dossie  Webb  Fewell,  Bunker 
Hill,  Ind.,  July  18. 

South  Whitley. — At  recent  councils,  installation  services  were 
held  for  our  new  deacons;  namely,  Brother  and  Sister  Byron 
Hollinger,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Homer  Studebaker.  At  our 
January  council  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Kendall  were  ordained 
to  the  eldership.  Our  young  people  have  been  having  meetings 
«very  first  and  third  Sunday  evening  for  several  months.  The 
John  Winger  family  gave  us  a  very  fine  musical  program  on 
Mother's  Day.  In  June  the  ladies  served  a  banquet  to  the  fath- 
ers and  sons.  Their  program  consisted  of  various  musical  num- 
bers and  talks  on  Worship,  Hardship,  Stewardship  and  Com- 
radeship. On  June  29  our  Sunday  school  had  services  and  a 
picnic  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Hartsough.  Our 
ladies  have  been  busy  under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Letha 
Striggle.  La  Von  Shorb  attended  the  girls'  camp  at  Camp  Mack 
and  our  pastor  is  teaching  in  the  boys'  camp  being  held  there 
now.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  to  be  held 
in  September  with  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  as  the  evangelist.  The 
Messenger  is  in  more  of  our  homes  this  year  than  ever  before. — 
Mrs.   Paul   Kendall,   South   Whitley,   Ind.,   July   24. 

Iowa 

Panther  Creek. — On  May  25  Bro.  A.  P.  Becker  and  wife  of 
Whitefish,  Mont.,  began  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  service  here. 
Bro.  Becker  preached  the  Word  with  power,  and  Sister  Becker 
ably  directed  the  music.  There  were  four  baptized  and  one 
received  as  an  associate  member.  Since  then  four  have  been 
received  by  letter.  On  May  28  our  women's  work  group  had  as 
their  guests  the  Dallas  Center  and  Panora  ladies  in  an  all-day 
meeting.  We  enjoyed  this  association  together  very  much.  On 
June  9  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  began  with  Helen  Bentall 


in  charge.  The  attendance  and  offering  were  good  for  the  entire 
two  weeks.  On  Sunday  evening,  June  22,  the  school  gave  a 
splendid  program.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  A.  Walker,  attended  Con- 
ference at  La  Verne.  He  gave  us  a  good  report  of  the  meet- 
ing. The  missionary  play.  Mud  Walls,  is  being  prepared  to  be 
given  on  Aug.  3.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  the 
ladies'  quartet  from  McPherson  College  on  July  27,  when  they 
will  give  us  a  program  in  the  evening.  At  our  business  meeting 
in  June  a  general  committee  was  chosen  to  make  plans  for  the 
district  meeting  of  Middle  Iowa  which  will  meet  here  Aug.  30 — 
Sept.  1.  On  July  15  our  ladies  were  guests  of  the  ladies'  aid  of 
the  Christian  church  at  Minburn.  We  gave  a  short  program  in 
return  for  the  one  they  gave  us  a  year  ago.  After  the  program 
and  a  social  time  together  they  served  refreshments.  Bro.  Harl 
Russell  will  be  with  us  on  July  20  for  the  evening  service.  The 
Gleaners  class  has  appointed  a  committee  to  make  plans  for 
conducting  services  at  the  county  jail.  Two  of  our  members,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Delbert  Ferguson,  were  seriously  injured  in  an  auto 
accident  early  this  spring  and  are  very  slowly  recovering.— 
Susie  K.  Wicks,  Adel,  Iowa,  July   18. 

Kansas 

Belleville. — A  pleasant  day  was  spent  at  our  little  country 
church  on  June  29.  Our  meeting  was  held  in  honor  of  Bro.  E.  M. 
Steward  and  wife,  who  are  moving  to  Oak  Grove,  Mo.  They 
have  been  in  poor  health  for  the  past  year  and  unable  to  carry  on 
farm  duties  any  more.  We  will  miss  their  presence  in  our 
midst  for  they  have  been  here  for  thirty  years.  He  was  pastor 
here  for  many  years  and  the  elder  for  eleven  years.  He  has 
also  been  elder  of  the  neighboring  church  at  Washington  for 
several  years.  Our  former  pastor,  Bro.  W.  W.  Gish,  and  wife 
of  Conway,  Kans.,  were  here  and  also  our  present  pastors,  Bro. 
Max  Hartsough  and  wife,  who  have  been  with  us  since  June  1. 
After  the  basket  dinner  we  visited,  then  had  a  short  program 
followed  by  an  address  given  by  Bro.  Steward.  The  day  was 
enjoyed  by  all. — Mrs.  Laurence  Dooley,  Scandia,  Kans.,  July  22. 

Independence. — Since  our  last  report  the  men's  group  has 
reorganized.  Bro.  Virgil  Wilson  was  elected  president.  There 
were  ninety  present  at  the  mother  and  daughter  banquet. 
The  church  was  entertained  by  the  McPherson  College  a 
cappella  choir  on  May  13.  Our  church  enjoyed  a  visit  from 
Brother  and  Sister  E.  P.  Hamilton  of  California.  The  intermedi- 
ates were  unable  to  attend  camp  because  of  the  high  water. 
The  women  of  the  church  entertained  seventy  of  the  men  at 
Riverside  Park.  We  enjoyed  a  visit  from  Sister  A.  C.  Daggett 
of  Elgin,  111.  She  is  the  mother  of  Bro.  R.  L.  Daggett,  our  su- 
perintendent. We  enjoyed  also  a  visit  from  Brother  and  Sister 
H.  A.  Brandt  on  their  return  from  the  Annual  Conference. 
While  here  Bro.  Brandt  showed  his  pictures  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House.  On  Sunday  evening,  July  6,  the  intermediates 
gave  a  program  entitled  Asleep  in  Zion.  The  young  people  held 
an  ice  cream  social  on  the  church  lawn  on  July  11.  The  pro- 
ceeds were  applied  on  the  furniture  for  the  parsonage.  We  are 
sorry  to  lose  the  Ralph  Bruce  and  J.  L.  Amos  families,  who  are 
moving  from  our  city.  The  church  enjoyed  a  visit  from  Sister 
Fred  Leslie  and  children  of  Chicago.  On  July  15  Pastor  Berkin 
and  family  started  on  their  vacation.  Our  church  is  planning  to 
carry  on  throughout  the  summer  months  with  the  regular  serv- 
ice in  both  the  morning  and  the  evening.  Our  church  and 
Sunday-school  services  are  on  the  up-grade  and  we  hope  they 
will  continue  to  be  so.  Three  of  our  young  people  have  been 
married  since  our  last  report. — W.  E.  Burroughs,  Independence, 
Kans.,   July    18. 

Minnesota 

Worthington. — The  Worthington  church  entertained  the  annual 
conference  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  this  district  on  July  5,  6.  A 
good  representation  from  the  Kingsley,  Curlew  and  Sheldon. 
Iowa,  churches  was  present.  The  opening  event  of  the  conference 
was  a  banquet  on  Saturday  evening  with  Theresa  Strom  as 
toastmistress  and  Rev.  G.  E.  Martin  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
Worthington  as  the  guest  speaker.  Vesta  Vannorsdel  of  Kings- 
ley  is  the  newly-elected  president  of  the  district  and  Walter 
Carlson  of  Kingsley  is  the  adult  adviser.  The  vesper  service 
was  held  on  the  lake  shore  and  in  the  evening  a  play.  The  Un- 
known Soldier,  was  presented  by  the  Worthington  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
In  a  candlelight  service  following  the  play  the  new  officers  were 
installed  by  Bro.  Lyle  Albright  of  the  Kingsley  church.  The 
Sheldon  church  will  be  host  to  the  1942  conference.  We  were 
happy  to  have  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger  give  us  an  address  on 
the  evening  of  June  12.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  during  June  with  an  enrollment  of  45.  A  program  was 
given  on  Sunday  evening,  showing  that  much  had  been  accom- 
plished. On  July  4  a  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Woods.  Our  church  will  be  represented 
at  district  conference  by  Mrs.  Ira  Strohm  and  Mrs.  Dale  Long. — 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Hauenstein,  Reading,  Minn.,  July  22. 

Missouri 
Shelby  County. — On  May  4  our  church  group  had  a  fellow- 
ship meeting  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Miles.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  and  a  suitable  program  was  given.  At  this 
time  the  ladies'  aid  opened  their  birthday  bank.  This  money 
was  used  to  buy  material  to  make  clothing  for  relief.  At  their 
last  meeting  on  July  17  they  began  sewing  on  their  clothing 
project.    On  May  25  we  held  our  mother  and  daughter  meeting  at 
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the  home  of  Mrs.  Pearl  Beach.  Brother  and  Sister  L.  M.  Baldwin 
and  family,  lately  of  Osceola,  Mo.,  visited  in  our  midst  over  the 
week  end  of  May  25.  They  were  on  the  way  to  their  new  home 
in  La  Place,  111.  Bro.  Baldwin  gave  us  two  much  appreciated 
sermons  on  Sunday.  Other  visitors  this  summer  were  Mrs. 
D.  E.  Yeager  and  daughter,  Mrs.  Blanche  Folgate,  and  her  son 
from  Lena,  111.;  Clifford  Folger  from  Chicago;  Lester  Beach 
from  Kansas  City;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Al  Carpenter  from  Chicago;  and 
Mrs.  Lucille  Winegardner,  her  two  small  sons  and  her  brother, 
Hebert  Keller,  from  Kansas  City.  Bro.  George  Hahn  of  Brook- 
field,  Mo.,  was  with  us  on  Sunday,  July  20,  and  gave  us  a  mes- 
sage on  peace.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church 
has  been  very  good  this  summer.  Bro.  Gish  continues  to  per- 
form faithfully  his  pastoral  duties,  and  Mrs.  Gish  is  greatly 
missed  when  she  cannot  be  with  her  class  of  adults.  While  they 
were  away  for  a  visit  Bro.  James  Carney  filled  the  pulpit. — 
Mrs.  J.  M.   Carney,  Leonard,   Mo.,  July  21. 

Warrensburg. — We  held  our  annual  birthday  celebration  on 
Sunday  evening,  July  6,  with  eighty-five  members  present. 
Fifty-eight  dollars  was  collected  in  the  offering.  Ice  cream  and 
cake  were  served  at  tables  representing  each  month  in  the  year. 
The  young  people  gave  readings  and  songs  were  sung  by  all. 
Bro.  James  M.  Mohler  gave  the  address  of  the  evening. — Grace 
G.  Greim,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  July  21. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — On  the  evening  of  June  1  Bro.  Wilbur  Mease,  a  for- 
mer member  here  and  now  attending  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary, spoke  concerning  his  work  and  school.  Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  on  the  first  Friday  in  June,  with  Eld.  S.  W. 
Miller  in  charge.  There  was  an  attendance  of  120,  the  largest 
for  some  time.  The  reports  from  all  departments  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  school  showed  commendable  work.  The  different 
treasuries  show  all  bills  paid  and  a  fair  balance  on  hand.  Bro. 
J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  present  pastor,  was  elected  for  another  year. 
The  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  from  June  9  to  20.  The 
total  enrollment  was  ninety-two,  and  the  average  attendance 
was  seventy-one.  On  the  evening  of  June  20  a  program  was 
presented  by  the  school.  Each  class  took  part  and  gave  a 
resume  of  what  they  had  studied.  The  Sunday-school  picnic 
was  held  on  June  21  at  Antelope  Park.  There  was  a  good  at- 
tendance and  everyone  had  a  pleasant  time.  On  the  last  Tues- 
day of  June  a  farewell  party  was  held  for  Mrs.  Esta  Farmer 
and  children  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Burgess  and  children,  who 
left  for  Washington.  The  church  appreciated  the  message. 
Walking  the  Chalk  Line,  given  by  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman  of  Har- 
risonburg, Va.,  on  June  27.  In  the  evening  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held 
a  vesper  service  at  Pioneer  Park. — Mrs.  Robert  H.  Evans,  Lin- 
coln, Nebr.,  July  10. 

Ohio 

Olivet. — On  Sunday  morning,  April  20,  Bro.  A.  R.  Eikenberry 
of  Manchester  College  delivered  an  inspiring  address.  On  Mon- 
day he  addressed  the  Perry  County  ministers  and  their  wives  in 
a  meeting  held  at  Olivet.  The  ladies  of  the  church  served  din- 
ner for  this  meeting.  A  farewell  reception  for  Brother  and 
Sister  A.  D.  Helser  was  held  in  the  form  of  an  all-day  meeting 
at  the  church  on  May  4,  with  a  basket  dinner  at  the  noon  hour. 
Brother  and  Sister  Helser  sailed  from  New  York  on  May  14.  Our 
prayers  go  with  them  as  they  journey  in  these  perilous  times. 
On  Sunday  evening.  May  11,  Bro.  DeLauter  showed  pictures  il- 
lustrating the  activities  of  our  district.  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  took  and  prepared  these  pictures.  Bro.  DeLauter 
brought  the  baccalaureate  sermons  for  the  graduates  of  Somer- 
set and  Glenford  high  schools  on  May  18  and  May  25,  respect- 
ively. On  Sunday  afternoon.  May  25,  one  member  was  received 
into  the  fellowship  of  the  church  by  baptism.  The  Homemakers' 
class  served  the  alumni  banquet  for  the  Thornville  high  school 
on  May  29.  The  money  thus  obtained  will  be  used  to  help  with 
the  project  of  bringing  water  from  a  spring  to  the  church  and 
parsonage.  On  Sunday  evening,  June  1,  we  held  our  love  feast 
with  Bro.  DeLauter  officiating.  Brother  and  Sister  DeLauter 
both  attended  Annual  Conference,  Bro.  DeLauter  having  been 
chosen  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  our  district  on  the 
Standing  Committee.  Mrs.  Frances  Ward  represented  our  local 
congregation  as  delegate,  and  three  of  our  members  were  priv- 
ileged to  attend  the  La  Verne  Conference.  On  Sunday  evening, 
June  8,  Bro.  J.  D.  Reber  of  Cleveland  delivered  our  evening 
sermon  before  leaving  with  Brother  and  Sister  DeLauter  to 
attend  Conference.  On  two  Sundays  of  our  pastor's  absence, 
his  son-in-law,  Bro.  Ralph  Fry,  filled  the  pulpit.  On  June  15  our 
annual  children's  day  service  was  presented  with  Miss  Frances 
DeRolph  in  charge.  Bro.  DeLauter  has  been  chosen  by  Bro. 
Bowman,  general  director  of  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps,  as  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  to  the  Marietta 
camp.  During  the  past  quarter  the  ladies'  aid  has  held  three 
regular  meetings.  They  have  been  gathering  old  clothes  and 
making  new  ones  to  help  the  suffering  people  of  the  world. — Mrs. 
Chloe  DeRolph,   Thornville,   Ohio,   July   18. 

Piqua. — On  April  27  Bro.  Ralph  Brumbaugh  of  Middle  Dis- 
trict brought  us  a  fine  message.  On  Mother's  Day  the  young 
people  gave  a  short  program  which  was  followed  by  a  special 
message  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  H.  Eidemiller.  As  the  mothers 
entered  the  church  each  was  given  a  corsage.  On  the  follow- 
ing Friday  night  the  mothers  and  daughters  held  their  banquet 
with   100   present.     The   daughters   paid   tribute   to   the   mothers 


with  a  few  numbers  in  verse  and  song.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher  of 
Trotwood,  as  speaker  of  the  evening,  chose  as  her  subject.  Val- 
ues, and  gave  us  a  very  inspiring  message.  June  1  was  observed 
as  children's  day  and  consecration  day  for  all  children  under 
four  years.  The  older  children  gave  a  very  fine  program.  The 
women's  Bible  class  arranged  a  program  in  honor  of  our  fath- 
ers on  June  15.  Each  father  was  given  a  buttonaire  as  he  en- 
tered the  service.  Vacation  Bible  school  was  held  from  June  9 
to  13  with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty.  During  the  spring 
months  the  ladies'  aid  and  missionary  group  had  combined 
meetings  once  a  month;  the  time  was  spent  in  sewing  and  quilt- 
ing, with  only  a  short  program  and  business  session.  Our  aid 
is  still  very  busy  and  is  meeting  regularly  every  Thursday  after- 
noon. During  the  Easter  season  and  since  then,  three  have 
united  with  the  church  by  letter.  On  July  9  we  met  in  council 
and  held  our  annual  election.  When  our  new  year  begins  many 
new  faces  will  be  seen  carrying  on  the  work,  and  we  are  glad 
to  report  that  they  are  young  people.  We  are  sorry  that  the 
average  attendance  has  dropped  during  the  past  six  months. 
During  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  illness — especially  among  the  children.  Because  of  ill-health 
our  pastor  has  handed  in  his  resignation.  We  are  sorry  to  give 
him  up,  but  know  that  he  and  his  faithful  companion  both  de- 
serve a  season  of  rest  after  their  many  years  of  faithful  service. 
Our  congregation  was  greatly  saddened  by  the  passing  of  Bro. 
C.  L.  Flory,  as  he  had  also  served  us  faithfully. — Mrs.  Earl  Gar- 
ber,  Covington,  Ohio,  July  22. 

Pennsylvania 

Beachdale. — We  had  Bro.  Kinsey  with  us  for  a  week's  service. 
We  had  a  fine  service,  consisting  of  Bible  study,  sermons  and 
chalk  talks.  His  drawings  are  fine.  The  impressions  he  made 
upon  us  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  He  led  us  into  a  better  un- 
derstanding and  a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  Bible.  At  our 
quarterly  council  meeting  we  decided  to  have  home-coming  on 
Aug.  17.  On  Wednesday  evenings  we  have  fellowship  night  at 
the  church.  A  large  representation  is  usually  present.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle,  is  the  leader  "and  Mrs.  Replogle 
has  charge  of  the  junior  league. — Mrs.  Homer  Brant,  Garrett, 
Pa.,   July   12. 

County  Line. — A  one-week  revival  meeting  was  held  from 
April  13  to  19.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Wimmer,  brought  us  some  up- 
lifting and  inspiring  messages  and  also  conducted  our  love  feast 
service.  We  enjoyed  a  very  interesting  Easter  pageant  given 
by  our  young  people.  The  children  gave  some  recitations  and 
exercises  during  the  Sunday-school  period.  On  May  14  we  had 
our  mother  and  daughter  banquet.  There  were  seventy-five 
present  and  all  enjoyed  the  fine  program  and  fellowship.  On 
June  12  the  fathers  and  sons  held  their  banquet.  Bro.  Bowman 
from  Johnstown  gave  a  talk  on  men's  work  in  the  church  and 
organized  a  men's  work  group  in  our  church.  Fifty  men  were 
present.  Bro.  J.  L.  Bowman  delivered  the  Sunday  message  on 
July  6.  Work  has  been  completed  on  the  well  at  the  parsonage. 
Money  is  being  raised  to  secure  a  new  roof  for  our  church.  The 
ladies'  aid  planned  a  picnic  to  be  held  at  Idlewild  Park  on  the 
same  day  that  was  set  for  a  picnic  for  all  of  the  churches  there, 
so  a  good  time  was  enjoyed  by  everyone. — Louella  Nedrow, 
Stahlstown,    Pa.,   July    16. 

Fairview. — We  met  in  quarterly  business  meeting  on  July  7  to 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year,  beginning  Oct.  1,  1941.  Sister 
Clara  Haught  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We 
also  arranged  for  a  tri-county  Sunday-school  convention  for 
July  17.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  will  be  with  us  for  the  evening 
session.  Bro.  Jess  W.  Whitacre  will  hold  a  two  weeks'  meeting 
in  September  1942  for  us.  The  women  met  to  clean  the  church 
and  prepare  dinner  and  supper  at  the  church  for  the  convention. 
Bro.  Edgar  Debolt  is  home  from  school  and  helping  with  the 
church  work.  He  preached  for  us  last  Sunday.  Our  second 
camp  offering  was  taken  on  June  29. — Wm.  A.  Townsend,  Smith- 
field,    Pa.,    July    12. 

Germaniown. — During  the  past  quarter  there  were  seven  bap- 
tized and  three  children  were  consecrated.  On  April  27  Dr. 
Daryl  Parker  and  his  wife,  missionaries  to  China,  spoke  at  the 
morning  service  and  showed  pictures  in  the  evening.  Sisters 
Eliza  B.  Miller  and  Kathryn  Ziegler,  both  of  whom  gave  long 
service  in  India,  gave  interesting  and  helpful  messages  at  dif- 
ferent meetings.  On  June  10  Sister  Martha  Martin  of  Elizabeth- 
town  gave  an  excellent  talk  at  the  mother  and  daughter  meeting. 
The  ladies'  aid  society  filled  the  coal  bin  for  next  winter.  The 
church  greatly  appreciates  their  generosity;  it  represents  many 
hours  of  toil.  At  the  business  meeting  on  July  7  the  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  beginning  Oct.  1.  Bro. 
Wilbur  Beahm  is  the  superintendent.  An  invitation  was  ex- 
tended for  the  district  Sunday-school  and  ministerial  meeting 
to  be  held  at  Germantown  in  October.  At  the  district  meeting 
in  April  Pastor  B.  F.  Waltz  was  elected  moderator  for  the  coming 
year,  and  was  also  called  to  serve  on  the  ministerial  board.- — 
Rebecca  Foutz,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July   14. 

Hollidaysburg. — Our  praying  mission  is  showing  results  in  our 
Sunday  night  meetings  and  also  our  prayer  meetings.  April  20 
was  Juniata  College  day  at  our  church;  Dr.  C.  N.  Ellis  was  the 
speaker.  Our  pastor  spoke  at  Stoner's  Creek.  Intermediate  Sun- 
day was  observed  on  April  27  with  a  special  program,  prepared 
and  presented  by  the  intermediates.  Six  were  received  into  our 
church  through  baptism  during  the  month  of  May.     On  June   1 
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Bro.  Stauffer  spoke  to  our  congregation  about  our  Brethren 
Service  camps.  Our  pastor's  wife,  who  has  been  ill  for  some 
time,  is  slowly  improving. — Mvra  Albright,  Hollidaysburg,  Pa., 
July   13. 

Hunlsdale. — There  were  eighty-six  at  our  mother  and  daughter 
meeting  held  May  15.  It  was  the  first  meeting  of  that  kind  and 
everyone  enjoyed  it  very  much.  A  children's  day  program  was 
given  on  June  29.  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meetings  are  held  every  Sunday 
evening.  Our  choir  practices  once  a  week.  The  Sunday-school 
classes  have  regular  monthly  meetings.  The  aid  society  meets 
once  a  week  to  quilt. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  July  14. 

Mechanicsburg. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  July  1 
with  Eld.  W.  G.  Group  presiding.  Various  reports  were  given 
and  one  letter  was  received.  It  was  decided  to  have  our  fall 
revival  in  October  with  our  pastor.  Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  as 
evangelist.  On  May  5  the  women's  class  of  the  church  held 
their  monthly  meeting  at  the  parsonage.  A  nice  program  was 
given  and  all  enjoyed  a  time  of  fellowship.  Each  member  of 
the  class  gave  a  donation  of  foodstuffs  to  the  pastor's  wife  as  a 
token  of  love  and  goodwill.  June  9-20  a  union  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  in  our  city  with  nearly  all  the  churches 
participating.  Dollie  Nedrow  represented  our  church  as  a 
teacher  in  the  junior  department.  Our  Conference  Offering  this 
vear  was  over  $81. — Mrs.  J.  Llovd  Nedrow,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa., 
July  11. 

Sipesville. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  July  8  with  Eld. 
C.  O.  Showalter  in  charge.  The  different  boards  gave  their  re- 
ports. It  was  decided  that  the  church  should  lift  an  offering 
each  quarter  toward  relinquishing  the  debt  on  the  Old  Folks' 
Home.  Our  fall  revival  will  begin  Oct.  12  and  will  be  conducted 
by  Pastor  C.  O.  Showalter.  Some  improvements,  which  include 
a  painting  project,  will  be  made  to  the  church  building  soon. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  began  June  16  and  continued  for  two 
weeks.  This  was  the  largest  school  we  have  had  for  years.  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Critchfield  was  dean  of  the  school.  An  added  feature  this 
year  was  a  large  class  of  high  school  students  taught  by  our  pas- 
tor. The  enrollment  was  215  and  the  average  attendance  167. 
The  average  attendance  of  the  Sunday  school  for  the  quarter 
ending  June  30  was  179.  Average  attendance  of  the  morning 
worship  for  the  same  period  was  187  and  of  the  evening  service, 
136. — O.   P.   Thomas,   Sipesville,  Pa.,  July   14. 

Spring  Run. — Bro.  Perry  L.  Huffaker  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  has 
accepted  the  call  to  serve  as  the  first  full-time  pastor  at  the 
Spring  Run  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  has  recently  moved  to 
this  locality.  A  lot  has  been  purchased  in  McVeytown  and  work 
on  the  foundation  for  a  parsonage  is  well  under  way.  Each 
church  house  was  the  scene  of  a  reception  for  the  pastor  and  his 
family.  The  reception  at  Pine  Glen  was  held  on  July  9  and 
another  at  Spring  Run  on  July  11.  At  each  reception  a  suitable 
program  was  rendered,  followed  by  a  social  hour.  With  the  help 
of  the  pastor,  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  being  organized  at  Pine  Glen.  Fol- 
lowing a  recent  revival  at  Pine  Glen,  thirty-two  converts  were 
baptized  at  Spring  Run.  The  missionary  society  has  been  giving 
instructive  programs  at  its  monthly  meetings.  The  date  of  the 
annual  Sunday-school  outing  is  July  23.  Bro.  L.  D.  Ruble  and 
wife  were  presented  with  a  gift  from  the  Sunday  school,  in  ap- 
preciation of  their  services  to  the  congregation.  Although  the 
service  of  a  full-time  pastor  was  needed,  Bro.  Ruble  is  not  re- 
tiring, but  will  continue  in  further  service  with  the  new  pastor. — 
Maggie  Gill,  McVeytown,  Pa.,  July   14. 

Waynesboro. — At  our  quarterly  church  business  meeting  last 
evening  Pastor  Levi  K.  Ziegler  and  wife  presented,  with  regrets, 
their  resignation,  to  become  effective  next  week.  This  sudden 
leave  taking  is  because  of  their  response  to  an  emergency  ap- 
peal to  assume  the  leadership  of  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp 
near  Kane,  Pa.  Brother  Ziegler  will  be  the  director  of  the  camp 
and  Sister  Ziegler  will  be  the  dietician.  One  of  our  local  boys, 
Aldene  Ecker — a  draftee — will  be  the  assistant  director.  Bro. 
Ziegler  has  consented  to  continue  in  the  office  of  presiding  elder 
until  we  secure  a  successor.  We  regret  losing  the  ministry  of 
the  Zieglers  and  we  pray  God's  guidance  and  blessing  on  them 
in  their  new  and  sacrificial  work.  On  June  8  at  our  children's 
day  service  a  pageant  entitled  We  Choose  Christ  was  effectively 
presented  by  the  children  of  our  Sunday  school.  At  our  mission- 
ary association  meeting  on  July  9  the  young  women's  class  pre- 
sented a  gripping  three-act  play.  Two  Masters.  During  July 
and  August,  with  the  exception  of  July  27,  we  will  have  union 
evening  services  sponsored  by  the  Waynesboro  ministerium. 
They  will  be  held  on  our  east  church  lawn  when  the  weather 
conditions  are  favorable.  On  the  evening  of  July  27  our  choir 
will  sponsor  a  choral  vesper  service. — Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynes- 
boro,  Pa.,   July    15. 

West  Conesloga. — On  May  10  Dr.  Daryl  Parker,  a  missionary  to 
China,  showed  pictures  and  gave  interesting  talks  concerning  his 
work.  On  May  11  Bro.  Schlosser  from  Elizabethtown  held  a 
Bible  institute.  He  preached  an  appropriate  Mother's  Day  ser- 
mon in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  he  con- 
ducted a  Bible  study.  The  revival  services  conducted  by  Bro. 
Jonathan  King  of  Myerstown,  closed  on  May  27.  Bro.  King's 
messages  were  inspiring  and  helpful,  and  much  interest  was 
shown.  As  a  result,  eleven  were  added  to  the  church.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  May  28  and  29.  Visiting  brethren  were 
Jonathan  King,  Henry  Hess,  Harry  Eshleman,  James  Moore  and 
Harvey  Eberly.  Bro.  King  officiated.  During  the  noon  hour 
eleven  were  baptized.     Bro.  Bard  Kreider  administered  the  rite 


of  baptism  for  the  first  time,  and  the  first  applicant  was  his 
daughter.  Our  children's  day  was  on  May  15;  Bro.  Alton  Bucher 
was  the  guest  speaker.  On  June  29  our  mixed  chorus,  under  the 
direction  of  Bro.  Henry  Gottshall,  sang  in  the  concert  of  sacred 
music  held  at  the  Mt.  Lebanon  United  Brethren  camp  meeting 
grounds  near  Lebanon.  On  July  4  the  missionary  and  Sunday- 
school  meeting  of  the  Southeastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  was 
held  at  Middle  Creek.  On  July  6  our  young  people  held  a  fel- 
lowship supper  in  the  basement  of  our  church.  About  sixty 
young  people  were  present  from  Ephrata,  Bareville  and  East 
Petersburg.  The  vespers  were  held  by  the  Ephrata  group  and  a 
program  was  given  by  the  East  Petersburg  and  Bareville  groups. 
— Emma  L.  Zook,  Lititz,  Pa.,  July  16. 

Texas 

Nocona. — We  met  in  council  on  July  6  and  elected  Brethren 
W.  E.  Peckover,  Edd  Davis  and  Roy  Molsbee  as  delegates  to  dis- 
trict meeting.  Sister  Bertha  Frantz  of  Guthrie,  Okla.,  has  just 
closed  a  two-week  Bible  school.  On  July  13  the  children  put 
on  a  Bible  program  which  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Bro.  E.  A.  Frantz 
of  Weatherford,  Tex.,  was  with  us  on  Sunday  and  brought  the 
evening  message.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  Bro.  Frantz  visit 
us. — Mrs.   Maggie   Molsbee,   Nocona,    Texas,   July    15. 

Virginia 

Jubilee. — We  held  a  two  weeks'  revival  from  June  22  to  July  6. 
The  evangelist  was  Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 
Bro.  Nedrow  is  an  evangelist  of  power  and  an  expounder  of  the 
Bible.  Through  his  services  four  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  We  feel  that  the  church  has  been  greatly  strengthened. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  at  the  end  of  the  meeting  and  a  large 
number  communed. — Margaret  Fahnestock,  Winchester,  Va., 
July   9. 

Nokesville. — Our  new  parsonage  is  nearing  completion.  A 
large  amount  of  work  has  been  donated  by  the  men  of  the 
church,  and  they  have  done  a  fine  job.  The  women  of  the 
church  served  several  suppers  and  luncheons  and  have  made  a 
good  sum  for  the  parsonage.  Some  of  the  Sunday-school  classes 
gave  contributions.  Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter,  who  supplied  the 
pastorate  for  four  months,  did  a  wonderful  work  in  our  church 
before  he  moved  to  his  new  work  at  Sipesville,  Pa.  The  result 
of  his  work  is  far-reaching.  Bro.  Melvin  Landis  of  Alexandria, 
Va.,  filled  the  pulpit  until  the  new  pastor  came.  His  sermons 
were  excellent  and  he  did  a  good  work  while  with  us.  The  re- 
vival meeting  is  just  completed.  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of 
Harrisonburg,  Va.,   was  with   us   and   preached   some   wonderful 


FORWARD  WITH 
CHRISTIAN  HIGHER  EDUCATION 

IN    OUR 
BRETHREN    COLLEGES    AND    SEMINARY 


BY  OUR  SEPARATION  of  Church  and 
State,  state  universities,  colleges,  and  nor- 
mal schools  are  legally  restrained  from 
teaching  Christianity.  Students  are  young, 
inexperienced,  away  from  home,  and  mak- 
ing life  decisions.  Some  professors  shake 
the  faith  of  students  by  agnosticism  and 
skepticism.  Students  become  the  leaders  of 
the  state,  the  school,  and  the  church.  They 
must  be  Christ's  men  and  women.  They 
need  CHRIST  and  the  CHURCH. 


Write  for  a  catalog  of  the  Brethren  college 
in  your  area 
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sermons.  Three  were  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated.  Our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell,  and  wife  are  with  us.  They  have 
started  a  fine  program.  We  feel  that  we  are  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing a  wide-awake  young  man  and  wife.  Installation  services 
were  held  on  July  20  with  Bro.  J.  A.  Caricofe  of  the  Oakton  con- 
gregation officiating.  The  district  mission  offering  was  taken  on 
July  20.  The  district  meeting  will  be  held  in  our  church  the 
second  week  in  August.  The  church  has  taken  new  life  and  is 
looking  forward  to  a  growing  work  in  coming  months. — Mrs. 
Earl  F.  Seese,  Nokesville,  Va.,  July  21. 

Sangerville. — Our  annual  church  visit  was  conducted  by  our 
pastor,  assisted  by  the  deacons.  They  visited  359  members.  We 
are  working  to  get  a  correct  total  count  of  our  members.  The 
delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Brethren  I.  J.  Garber,  C.  A. 
Click,  O.  P.  Zimmerman  and  J.  S.  Wine.  Our  communion  was 
held  on  May  4  with  a  good  attendance.  We  did  not  send  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Annual  Conference.  Beginning  on  May  11  and  con- 
tinuing through  May  25,  our  pastor  conducted  a  series  of  evan- 
gelistic services.  The  sermons  were  very  inspiring  and  the  at- 
tendance was  good.  An  added  feature  each  evening  was  special 
music  by  different  members  of  the  churches  in  the  congregation. 
Bible  school  opened  June  23  and  closed  with  an  appropriate 
program  on  July  3.  There  were  sixty  on  the  roll  call  and  the 
average  attendance  was  forty-seven.  Ralph  Miller  and  Carl  Shull 
are  now  enrolled  at  Grottoes  Civilian  Public  Service  camp, 
awaiting  transfer  to  a  Brethren  camp.  Several  of  our  young 
people  have  attended  Camp  Bethel  during  the  season,  and  others 
are  planning  to  go.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  cemetery.  We  recently  purchased  new  hymnals  for  the 
church. — Mrs.    Hattie    Simmons,    Bridgewater,    Va.,    July    16. 

Washington 

Sunnyside. — We  met  on  July  12  in  a  called  council  with  Eld. 
Paul  Longenecker  presiding.  Brethren  Andrew  Holderread  and 
Herb  Reeves  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at 
Lake  Wenatchee  to  be  held  July  29 — Aug.  4.  Sister  Maxine 
Christensen  handed  in  her  resignation  as  church  correspondent 
since  the  family  is  leaving  soon  to  live  in  Seattle.  We  will  miss 
them.  Bro.  C.  A.  Wagoner  of  Outlook  was  with  us  to  assist  in 
licensing  Bro.  Howard  Murphy  to  the  ministry.  One  was  re- 
ceived by  baptism  and  one  as  an  associate  member  since  our 
last  council.     Bro.  Andrew  Holderread,  who  served  as  our  pas- 


tor last  summer,  returned  to  us  for  the  vacation  months,  ac- 
companied by  his  bride,  the  former  Sister  Louise  Garber  of  the 
Linville  Creek  church  of  Virginia.  They  are  taking  over  in  the 
absence  of  our  pastor,  Sister  June  Yearout,  who  is  engaged  in 
evangelistic  work  in  California.  She  expects  to  return  to  us 
Sept.  1  to  begin  a  full  year  of  work. — Pearl  Hixson  Boyd,  Sun- 
nyside,  Wash.,   July   19. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


(!er\eral  Mission.  Board 

^J  Of  TEE  CHURCH    or  THE   BE£THR£N  ^9 

Elgin.  Illinois 


Guidance  Materials  for  the  Workers  With  Little  Children 
^^^  NURSERY  ^ 


(CRADLE  ROLL) 


•GUIDING   NURSERY   CHILDREN $1.50 

By  B.  McCallum 

A  complete  volume  of  guidance  materials 
for  teachers. 

NURSERY    STORIES,  Per  Part  15c 

A  four-page  paper — Parts  1,  2,  3,  4 

NURSERY  CLASS  PICTURES $1.00 

Ten  Pictures  in  full  colors. 


PLANNING  FOR  NURSERY  CHILDREN  .  .40c 
By  Wilma  S.  Keyser 

A  manual  for  leadership  on  methods  and 
materials  and  understanding  of  the  nursery 
child. 

THREE   YEARS    OLD.    Cloth  $1.50 

By    Frances    Weld    Danielson    and    Jessie    E. 
Moore 

A  series  of  fifty-two  lessons  for  the  first  re- 
ligious instruction  of  children. 


BEGINNERS 


TEACHING    BEGINNERS   25c 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 

Covering  problems  of  grouping  and  grad- 
ing. 

*  GUIDING     KINDERGARTEN     CHILDREN 

IN   THE   CHURCH   SCHOOL  95c 

By  Elizabeth  McE.  Shields 

EXPERIENCES   IN   THE   CHURCH 

SCHOOL    KINDERGARTEN 75c 

By  Jessie  E.  Moore 


AT  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN  IN  THE  SMALL 

CHURCH 40c 

By  Edith  L.  Gillet 

A  valuable  and  suggestive  guide  for  lead- 
ers in  small  churches  with  limited  equipment 
and  pupils. 

LET'S   GO  OUT   OF  DOORS $1.00 

By  Jennie  Lou  Milton 

OUR  PUPILS  AND  HOW  THEY  LEARN  .  .50c 
By  Frances  C.  McLester 


For  other  helps  see  our  new  general  catalog  or  write 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 


ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 


'Price  increase  over  catalog. 
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Help  Lay  a  Right  Foundation  for  Beginners  with  a 

Definite  Program! 

BRETHREN 

GRADED   LESSONS 

FOR    BEGINNERS 


Begin  this  new  Sunday- 
school  Year  (Oct.  1)  with 
a  definite,  helpful  program 
for  the  Beginners  and 
Nursery  (Cradle  Roll)  de- 
partments. These  lessons 
have  been  prepared  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the 
small  as  well  as  the  large 
school. 


Write  now  for  free,  48- 
page  booklet,  "Prospectus 
of  the  Brethren  Graded 
Lessons,"  giving  sample 
lessons  as  well  as  outlin- 
ing and  organizing  cours- 
es and  classes. 


LESSON  SUBJECTS 


FIRST  YEAR 
Fall  Quarter — 

Going  to  Church — 2 

How  God  Cares  for  Us — 7 

Happy   Times  at  Christmas — 4 

Winter  Quarter — 

Jesus  and  His  Friends — 5 
My  Friends  and  I — 8 

Spring   Quarter — 

God's  Beautiful  World  in  Springtime — 3 

Our  Church — 3 

Talking   to   God  Our  Father — 2 

Being   a   Good   Helper — 5 

% 

Summer  Quarter — 

Friends  Who  Help  Us — 4 

Guests — 2 

Helping   in   God's   World — 3 


NOTE 

Numerals     indicate 

the 

number      of     lessons 

on 

each  subject. 

Stories  We  Like  to  Hear  Again — 4 


SECOND  YEAR 
Fall  Quarter — 

Happy  Times  at  Church — 2 
God's  Gift  of  Home— 7 
Christmas   Time — 4 

Winter  Quarter — 

Stories  of  Jesus — 5 
Helping  God  Our  Father — 5 
Jesus  Showing  God's  Love — 3 

Spring   Quarter — 

Going  to  Church — 3 

Being  Kind  and  Helpful — 4 

Neighbors  and  Other  Friends — 6 

Summer  Quarter — 

God's  Good  Gifts— 4 
Showing  Our  Love  for  God — 5 
Stories  We  Like  to  Hear  Again — 4 


LESSON   MATERIAL 


STORY   LEAFLETS    FOR    PUPILS 
LEAFLETS  FOR  PARENTS 


•  TEACHERS'   QUARTERLY  • 

•  PICTURE  SETS  • 

Include  a  sample  quarter's  lessons  with  next  order  for  Sunday-school  supplies 
Buy  a  book  for  your  workers.    See  page  31 
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The  distribution  of  copies 
of  the  Bible  by  the  American 
Bible  Society  continues  with 
increasing  demands.  The 
program  expands  in  the 
countries  of  Europe  where 
doors  have  been  closed,  in 
churches  and  missions  all  over 
the  world,  in  the  army,  navy  and 
air  forces  in  the  United  States,  to 
prisoners  of  war  and  refugees. 
Since  the  beginning  of  its  service 
about  a  year  ago  the  Society  sup- 
plied, up  to  June  1,  to  prisoners  of 
war  and  refugees  4,235  Bibles,  28,- 
384  Testaments  and  90,619  gos- 
pels in  English,  French,  Italian, 
Dutch,  Polish,  Russian,  Czech,  He- 
brew, Yiddish  and  Finnish.  There 
have  also  been  sent  to  Egypt  and 
India  for  Italian  prisoners  2,200 
Testaments  and  28,000  gospels, 
and  to  Canada  for  German  pris- 
oners 2,000  gospels. 
•      ••••••** 

A  call  to  "intellectual  groups"  in 

America  to  combat  prejudice  and 
disunity  in  the  United  States  was  is- 
sued by  Thornton  Wilder,  author 
and  playwright,  at  a  luncheon  given 
in  his  honor  by  the  Chicago  Round 
Table  of  Christians  and  Jews. 

Catholics,    Protestants    and    Jews, 

all  colors  and  races,  flocked  by  thou- 
sands to  a  joint  "God's  Temple  out- 
of-door"  assembly  in  a  natural  am- 
phitheater at  Minneapolis  recently. 
The  occasion  was  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing interdenominational  gathering 
at  the  city's  annual  summer  sports 
carnival. 

Commissioned  officers  of  the  Sal- 
vation Army  and  students  attending 
the  organization's  recognized  theo- 
logical schools  will  be  granted  draft 
deferment  similar  to  that  accorded 
ministers  and  divinity  students  in 
the  "more  familiar  denominations," 
it  has  been  announced  from  national 
headquarters  of  the  Selective  Serv- 
ice System. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Japan  has  been  granted  official  gov- 
ernment recognition  under  the  re- 
cently enacted  religious  organiza- 
tions law  which  bars  foreigners  from 
holding  executive  positions  in  the 
Japanese  church  and  cuts  off  all  fi- 
nancial help  from  abroad.  The  or- 
ganization parallels  that  of  the 
merged  Protestant  denominations. 


Around 
the  World 


The  new  version  of  the  Amer- 
ican Standard  Bible  will  not  be 
available  to  the  public  before 
1946.  The  manuscript  on  the  com- 
plete Bible  will  not,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  available  until  May, 
1944.  The  revision  committee 
hopes  to  have  a  manuscript  of 
the  New  Testament  revision  ready 
during  the  early  months  of  1942. 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons  plan  to 
publish  and  release  a  New  Testa- 
ment version  during  the  fall  of 
1943.  Revising  the  Bible  is  a 
colossal  undertaking  carried  on 
with  meticulous  care. 

•      *•      •••••• 

Religious  groups  must  take  the 
lead  in  formulating  principles  of 
post-war  reconstruction  and  peace, 
the  Central  Conference  of  American 
Rabbis  declared  at  its  annual  con- 
ference. 

Thirty- nine  neutral  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
secretaries  are  visiting  prison  camps 
in  ten  belligerent  countries  to  min- 
ister to  the  needs  of  prisoners.  The 
most  highly  organized  are  the 
French  and  British  officers'  camps  in 
Nazi  Germany. 

A  fund  of  $300,000  is  being  raised 
by  the  Southern  Baptist  denomina- 
tion to  provide  equipment,  workers 
and  churches  in  locations  near  army 
camps  in  an  effort  to  "keep  the  mor- 
als of  the  soldiers  from  being  the 
first  war  casualties." 

Five  hundred  Polish  and  French 
university  students  interned  in  two 
hundred  Swiss  camps  have  been 
granted  the  privilege  of  continuing 
their  studies,  due  to  the  co-operative 
efforts  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the 
European  Student  Assistance  Fund 
movement. 


The  414,825  words  in  the 
English  language  have  been 
reduced  to  a  Basic  English 
vocabulary  of  less  than  1,000 
words  for  a  new  translation 
of  the  New  Testament.  The 
result  is  a  simplified  Bible 
which  can  be  read  and  under- 
stood by  everybody  with  a 
knowledge  of  simple  English. 
"The  New  Testament  in  Basic 
English"  is  not  intended  to  com- 
pete with  the  Authorized  Version. 
Some  of  the  foremost  Bible  schol- 
ars have  assisted  in  this  new 
translation  during  the  ten  years 
of  its  preparation.  The  commit- 
tee was  directed  by  Prof.  S.  H. 
Hooke, .  professor  of  Old  Testa- 
ment Studies  in  the  University  of 
London,  and  the  text  was  finally 
revised  by  a  committee  of  Cam- 
bridge scholars.  The  Old  Testa- 
ment is  in  active  preparation  and 
will  be  published  later. 
•      •••••••• 

The  fourth  volume  of  the  Uni- 
versal Jewish  Encyclopedia  was  re- 
cently published.  The  remaining 
six  volumes  are  scheduled  to  appear 
at  approximately  three-month  inter- 
vals. Some  12,000  articles  con- 
tributed by  613  experts  from  fifty 
different  countries  will  be  included. 

American  Jews  still  maintain  their 
record  for  philanthropy,  says  Dr. 
Samuel  Guy  Inman.  Sixty  per  cent 
of  the  refugees  arriving  in  the 
United  States  during  the  last  two 
years  have  been  Jews,  and  the  Jew- 
ish people  have  given  95  per  cent  of 
all  support  for  refugee  relief  proj- 
ects. 

French  babies  weighing  two  or 
three  pounds  at  birth  and  spindly 
adolescents  were  described  by  Mrs. 
Caroline  Hill,  who  recently  returned 
from  relief  work  in  France.  She 
was  in  charge  of  milk  distribution 
and  food  canteens  in  Marseille  from 
last  September  until  her  return  to 
the  United  States. 

One  out  of  every  six  shoppers  at 
the  department  stores  of  New  York 
arrive  by  automobile,  according  to 
an  estimate  based  on  more  than  8,- 
000  interviews  obtained  in  eleven 
stores  in  the  course  of  a  general 
study  being  made  by  the  Regional 
Plan  Association  of  traffic  and  park- 
ing facilities  in  congested  areas. 
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Personal  Character  and  Social  Action 

This  department  never  tires  of  stressing  the 
supreme  need  of  individual  regeneration  and  in- 
dividual character.  This  is  basic  to  all  useful 
social  action.  Some  readers  do  not  like  this  em- 
phasis any  too  well  and  some  who  do  like  it  are 
forgetting  something  very  important. 

Personal  character  is  not  built  in  seclusion.  Men 
are  not  saved  while  they  live  in  disregard  of  their 
fellows.  Men  must  be  born  again  through  the 
touch  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  no  man  is  ever 
touched  by  the  Spirit  of  God  without  having  be- 
gotten in  him  a  great  love  for  his  fellow  man. 

We  do  not  teach,  as  some  well-meaning  but  mis- 
taken friends  have  intimated,  that  the  church 
should  take  no  interest  in  social  justice  until  we 
have  created  a  large  body  of  men  and  women  who 
have  attained  unto  the  stature  of  Christ.  Without 
such  an  interest  there  can  be  no  progress  toward 
such  an  attainment.  You  cannot  love  God  if  you 
don't  love  your  neighbor.  Serving  his  need  is  the 
best  way  to  grow  strong  in  the  faith  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

There  is  no  question  of  chronology  here.  The 
problem  is  the  narrowmindedness  which  can  see 
only  one  side  of  a  great  truth.  We  do  not  get 
right  with  God  and  with  man  separately  one  at  a 
time.  We  get  right  with  both  at  the  same  time, 
or  we  stay  wrong  with  both  all  the  time.      e.  f. 

Simple  Enough  After  All 

There  are  eleven  sections  in  the  document,  some 
short,  some  long,  dealing  mostly  with  generalities 
that  carefully  avoid  the  hot  spots.  The  same 
things  have  been  said  so  often  and  so  harmlessly, 
the  business  gets  a  little  tiresome.  Section  eight, 
however,  in  spite  of  its  wordy  and  tedious  phras- 
ing, does  say  something  important.  Here's  how  it 
reads: 

"The  privileges  and  opportunities  of  democracy 


can  only  be  secured  by  an  attendant  and  equal 
sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  each  citizen 
and  the  future  of  democracy  depends  upon  the 
education  of  each  citizen  for  and  in  the  exercise 
of  such  responsibility.  This  education  must  deal 
with  the  desires,  emotions  and  motives  of  men  as 
well  as  with  their  minds  and  must  rest  ultimately 
upon  the  basis  of  religious  principle  and  faith." 

Get  it?  They  think  they  must  make  it  sound 
very  learned,  but  what  they  are  trying  so  hard  to 
say  is  that  the  success  of  the  great  enterprise  de- 
pends on  what  individuals  think  and  do.  So  that's 
where  the  crux  of  the  matter  is.  The  trouble  is 
with  the  "emotions  and  motives  of  men,"  and  our 
job  is  to  straighten  these  out — a  matter  of  making 
people  see  and  love  right  things.  Christian  edu- 
cation, see?    We  thought  so  all  the  time.      E.  F. 


Design  for  Winter  Living 

A  lesson  often  drawn  from  the  life  of  the  ant 
is  that  summer  is  a  good  time  to  prepare  for  win- 
ter. The  principle  is  still  valid  even  though  much 
that  man  had  saved,  or  hoped  to  save,  is  currently 
being  blown  to  bits.  If  a  hard  winter  is  in  the 
offing  the  obvious  inference  is  that  we  shall  have 
to  make  heavier  drafts  upon  the  more  intangible 
resources  of  life. 

Which  is  to  say  that  we  may  have  to  use  more 
faith  and  less  bread.  This  wind-up  is  to  indicate 
the  time  is  here  to  give  thought  to  a  realistic  de- 
sign for  winter  living.  It  is  true  that  situations 
vary,  but  in  the  little  of  summer  that  is  left  we 
should  learn  from  the  ant  and  any  other  living 
thing  able  to  make  us  wise. 

In  the  winter  that  is  coming  those  who  hold 
unpopular  views,  even  as  a  matter  of  conscience, 
may  expect  some  measure  of  social  condemnation. 
But  the  thing  to  do  when  snubbed  or  persecuted 
is  to  try  to  keep  sweet.  Cultivate  fellowship  with 
those  of  like  precious  faith.  Above  all,  guard 
against  Pharisaism. 
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It  may  be  that  business  will  suffer  or  jobs  be 
lost.  There  are  people  now  who  are  working  for 
less  and  at  something  else  as  a  matter  of  con- 
science. One  does  not  have  to  keep  up  with  the 
Jones  family.  It  is  much  better  to  live  simply, 
to  cultivate  self-sufficiency  and  helpfulness  to 
others,  than  to  enjoy  unholy  prosperity  for  a 
season. 

Another  possibility,  rather  characteristic  of 
the  winter  season,  is  political  discrimination.  Con- 
sider what  has  happened  to  the  opposition  in 
some  of  the  more  unfortunate  lands.  It  was  no 
accident  that  the  Brethren  of  the  past  eschewed 
politics.  They  felt  that  more  could  be  accom- 
plished by  attending  to  their  own  affairs,  and  by 
demonstrating  a  way  of  life,  than  by  participation 
in  politics. 

With  the  winter  of  which  we  write  there  will 
come  a  certain  amount  of  intellectual  isolation. 
There  may  be  times  when  some  will  feel  almost 
as  lonesome  as  did  Byrd  in  his  lonely  outpost  near 
the  South  Pole.  But  even  so,  one  should  try  to 
push  on,  being  sustained  by  the  goodly  fellowship 
of  all  pioneering  souls. 

Necessarily  the  strain  will  be  severe.  But  there 
will  be  compensations.  There  will  be  the  inner 
peace  arising  from  a  good  conscience;  the  joy  of 
doing  things  accounted  worth  while,  that  integra- 
tion of  life  which  makes  for  mental  and  spiritual 
health  even  though  the  winter  is  severe,  or  the 
conditions  of  life  hard  to  meet. 

But  what  considerations  are  sufficient  to  enable 
one  to  stand  in  the  day  of  trial?  Surely  a  universe 
showing  so  much  organization  cannot  be  devoid 
of  purpose.  Then,  too,  it  may  help  to  remember 
that  civilization  has  its  seasonal  aspects,  the  good 
things  we  enjoy  are  the  results  of  a  process;  faith 
is  a  valid  way  of  life,  and  those  who  see  more 
clearly  have  a  responsibility  to  lead. 

It  is  encouraging,  too,  to  remember  that  in  our 
world  of  law  the  normal  man  is  a  creature  of 
reason.  Consider  also  that  there  is  a  rather  typical 
response  to  idealism,  and  that  in  the  face  of  dis- 
aster man  is  creative  and  resilient  of  spirit.  He 
is  ever  dreaming  of  better  things.  And  whether 
his  skin  is  black  or  white,  he  responds  to  the 
Divine  Voice.  To  every  man  it  can  call  from  the 
world  without  or  from  the  depths  of  the  soul 
within. 

Winter  is  coming.  Yes,  winter  is  always  com- 
ing. And  some  winters  are  more  severe  than 
others.  But  after  winter  are  spring,  summer  and 
autumn!  It  may  be  that  this  winter  will  so  change 
our  hearts  that  the  other  seasons  will  be  longer 
and  more  fruitful  than  ever  before!  h.  a.  b. 


Let  a  Governor  Speak 

The  arguments  for  a  bill  to  legalize  popular 
forms  of  gambling  seemed  so  plausible:  human 
nature  is  such  that  men  like  to  take  a  chance,  rich 
and  poor  should  have  the  same  freedom  to  bet, 
the  easy  money  for  the  state  derivable  through 
the  control  and  taxing  of  legalized  gambling. 

The  governor  of  a  certain  central  state  admitted 
all  this,  yet  vetoed  the  bill.  But  why?  Risk-tak- 
ing is  rather  characteristic  of  man,  but  it  is  a 
characteristic  which  it  is  quite  as  important  to 
hold  in  check  as  to  give  free  reign.  Rich  or  poor, 
normal  parents  would  not  deliberately  train  their 
children  to  gamble,  but  rather  in  the  arts  of  work 
and  thrift.  Then  why  should  the  state  undertake 
to  do  something  parents  would  not  think  of  doing 
in  the  home?  Then,  too,  the  governor  thought 
that  money  raised  by  a  tax  on  legalized  gambling 
would  just  be  another  tax  on  net  income,  since 
gambling  is  not  a  productive  occupation. 

But  more  arresting  than  the  arguments  pro  and 
con  was  the  governor's  explanation  of  that  strange 
phenomenon  many  must  have  observed:  sudden 
outbursts  when  the  gamblers  are  given  the  whip 
and  slot  machines  smashed  right  and  left,  then  the 
long  periods  when  officials  profess  to  be  helpless 
and  nothing  can  be  done.     Said  the  governor: 

"We  have  seen  that  before  elections,  when  city 
or  county  administrations  in  our  metropolitan 
centers  are  striving  to  create  a  good  impression 
on  the  public,  there  seems  to  be  no  difficulty  in 
closing  places  of  gambling."  Then  the  governor 
makes  the  point  that  if  gambling  can  be  con- 
trolled before  election,  it  can  also  be  controlled 
after — if  public  officials  are  honestly  interested 
in  suppressing  it.  The  suggestion  is  made  that 
we  try  electing  officials  who  can  be  depended 
upon  to  do  their  duty.  H.  A.  B. 

Wait  and  See 

They  have  done  something  strange  to  that 
bread  advertisement  across  the  river — painted  out 
the  name,  leaving  only  the  words  "fresh"  and 
"sliced"  and  the  loaf  itself,  with  no  hint  as  to 
what  make  of  bread  it  is.  What  can  be  the  idea? 
To  kindle  curiosity  and  watchful  waiting  until 
the  secret  is  disclosed?  If  so,  they  have  succeed- 
ed well  in  the  case  of  one  observer. 

So  much  of  life  is  like  that.  There  are  so  many 
mysterious  things  happening  in  our  world.  We  do 
not  know  the  answer  yet  because  they  are  only 
half  finished.  It  doth  not  yet  appear  just  what  we 
shall  be,  nor  when  and  how  God  will  restore  the 
kingdom  to  Israel.  Let's  wait  and  see,  taking  care 
meanwhile  not  to  grow  weary  in  well  doing.    E.  F. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 
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The   Christian   College   in   Our  World 

BY  V.  F.  SCHWALM 
A  La  Verne  Conference  Address 

<  n.        ,    u     „  ******* 

First  Half 
I.  Introductory  Remarks 

To  avoid  diffuseness  and  vagueness  in  this  dis- 
cussion I  wish  to  delimit  the  subject  assigned  me. 
In  speaking  of  the  Christian  colleges,  I  shall  have 
in  mind  Protestant  Christian  colleges.  There  are 
many  excellent  Catholic  colleges,  but  I  do  not 
know  them  well.  While  many  things  I  shall  say 
will  apply  to  them,  some  of  my  remarks  may  not 
fit  their  case.  A  Christian  college  is  a  college 
more  or  less  under  the  control  and  support  of  some 
branch  of  the  Christian  church — a  church-related 
college.  I  have  been  tempted  to  wonder  whether 
the  term  "church-related"  has  come  into  use  be- 
cause we  have  not  wanted  to  assume  the  full  re- 
sponsibility of  being  Christian — sort  of  a  twen- 
tieth century  "Halfway  Covenant." 

Since  our  world  is  so  big,  and  the  cultures  of  the 
various  nations  are  so  different,  and  since  many 
are  so  far  away,  I  shall  speak  only  of  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  United  States  of  America.  If  I  can  get 
a  hearing  in  that  small  part  of  the  world,  I  shall 
be  quite  content. 

Contrary  to  the  common  practice  of  addressing 
the  laity  on  such  occasions  and  making  an  appeal 
for  moral  and  financial  support  for  our  colleges,  I 
shall  direct  my  remarks  to  those  who  are  grad- 
uates of  Christian  colleges  and  who  work  in  and 
for  these  institutions.  We  shall  welcome  the  laity 
to  listen  in;  and  if  inadvertently  I  should  say  what 
they  believe,  a  gentle  amen  would  not  be  unwel- 
come. 

Now  the  Christian  college  is  the  product,  the 
offspring,  or  more  correctly  the  agent  of  the 
church.  As  an  agent  of  the  church,  it  has  a  specific 
task,  and  that  is  to  give  instruction  to  youth  on 
the  collegiate  level.  Harvard,  Yale,  Princeton, 
William  and  Mary's  and  Columbia,  our  first  church 
colleges,  were  founded  because  the  people  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  an  illiterate  ministry  when 
their  active  pastors  should  lie  in  the  dust,  and  so 
that  their  youth  might  be  given  Christian  instruc- 
tion. As  an  agent  of  the  church,  the  ultimate  pur- 
poses of  a  Christian  college  must  be  one  with  that 
of  the  church. 

If  this  leaves  us  at  sea,  it  is  because  the  church 
is  confused  and  has  lost  its  way.  It  seems  rather 
significant  that  within  the  last  year  several  books 
have    been    written    on    What    Is    Christianity? 


and  closely  related  topics.  Someone  recently  said 
that  the  American  church  is  like  a  drugstore — 
you  can  get  anything  there.  Institutional  religion 
does  tend  to  lose  its  way  in  a  complex  civilization. 
I  wonder  if  our  task  is  not  comprehended  in  the 
great  commission:  that  of  making  disciples  of  all 
nations,  teaching  them  to  "observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  them." 

Before  proceeding,  I  should  like  to  pay  my  trib- 
ute to  the  great  work  that  has  been  done  by  the 
Christian  colleges  throughout  America  during  the 
long  past.  From  them  have  gone  into  the  great 
churches  of  America  the  preachers  who  graced 
our  pulpits,  missionaries  by  the  thousands  have 
sailed  to  foreign  lands  and  to  the  isles  of  the  sea 
to  carry  the  message  of  the  gospel,  and  thousands 
of  lay  workers  in  church  schools  have  received 
inspiration  and  enrichment  of  life  in  our  Christian 
colleges. 

II.  Our  American  Culture 

Let  us  remind  ourselves  that  we  are  in  and  of 
our  American  culture.  We  cannot  extricate  our- 
selves from  it,  and  it  is  difficult  to  evaluate  it  ob- 
jectively. But  it  is  our  task  to  do  our  best  in  the 
light  of  more  or  less  permanent  standards  and  a 
longer  perspective. 

What  of  our  culture?  James  Bryce,  writing  in 
the  American  Commonwealth  about  1885,  said,  "It 
was  the  religious  zeal  and  the  religious  conscience 
which  led  to  the  founding  of  the  New  England 
colonies;  those  colonies  whose  spirit  has  in  such 
large  measure  passed  into  the  whole  nation.  The 
more  democratic  republics  become,  the  more  the 
masses  become  conscious  of  their  power,  the  more 
do  they  need  to  live,  not  only  by  patriotism  but  by 
reverence  and  self-control;  and  the  more  essential 
to  their  well-being  are  those  sources  whence  rev- 
erence and  self-control  come." 

The  editors  of  the  Fortune  Magazine  in  January 
of  1940  said,  "Democracy  is  a  spirit  and  not  a  form 
of  government.  It  is  embedded  in  intangibles,  it 
consists  in  assumptions,  one  man  about  another, 
one  nation  about  another.  And  in  our  nation 
these  assumptions  are  Christian  assumptions.  The 
United  States  is  not  Christian  in  any  formal  re- 
ligious sense,  but  it  is  Christian  in  the  sense  of  ab- 
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sorption.  The  basic  Christian  teachings  are  in  its 
blood  stream."' 

We  are  all  thankful  for  so  much  Christian  ideal- 
ism, for  so  much  of  a  Christian  sense  of  values  and 
Christian  conviction  as  we  have  had  and  still  have 
in  America  today.  But  something  has  been  hap- 
pening in  our  American  public  life  in  the  last 
three  quarters  of  a  century  which  should  cause 
us  to  pause  and  consider. 

During  the  past  year  several  books  and  address- 
es have  arrested  my  attention  and  have  cor- 
roborated a  growing  conviction  of  my  own  regard- 
ing our  American  life: 

(1)  Horton,  in  his  book  Can  Christianity  Save 
Civilization?  said,  "Civilization  in  the  democratic 
nations  is  disintegrating  and  cannot  be  saved  with- 
out deep  going  reconstruction,  starting  from  a  re- 
discovery of  the  Christian  bases  of  democracy 
and  involving  every  aspect  of  life  from  center  to 
circumference.  .  .  .  The  heart  and  soul  of  every 
healthy  civilization  is  to  be  found  in  its  religion." 
He  adds  that  "the  way  to  save  our  sick  civilization 
is  a  new  reformation  of  religion,  is  to  place  a  new 
and  living  church  in  the  midst  of  our  sleeping  and 
dying  churches." 

(2)  Tigner,  in  his  book  Our  Prodigal  Son  Cul- 
ture, indicates  that  our  civilization,  like  the  prodi- 
gal son,  has  gone  into  a  far  country  and  wasted 
its  substance  in  riotous  living.  "Our  modern  era 
was  overwhelmed  by  another  evangelical  religion 
■ — evangelical  secularism,  which  took  over  all  the 
claims  and  functions  of  its  predecessor.  .  .  .  Our 
saving  health  lies  in  a  rediscovery  of  this  religion, 
a  re-establishment  of  its  spiritual  authority,  and 
a  fresh  conversion  to  its  outlook,  insights  and  val- 
ues." 

(3)  Last  March  in  Chicago  at  the  meeting  of  the 
North  Central  Association  of  Colleges  before  rep- 
resentatives from  the  colleges  of  twenty  states, 
Alexander  Meikeljohn,  formerly  of  Amherst  and 
the  University  of  Wisconsin,  said,  "We  dislike  the 
communists  and  nazis.  We  hate  most  of  all  their 
slogan,  'Down  with  the  church  and  up  with  the 
state.' '  And,  said  he,  "The  reason  we  hate  these 
is  because  we  have  a  sense  of  insecurity.  Our 
sense  of  insecurity  comes  because  we  have  been 
doing  these  very  things  ourselves.  Our  conduct 
in  America  has  been  that  of  promoting  the  state 
and  demoting  the  church."  Then  said  this  vet- 
eran professor,  "I  have  no  hope  for  the  social  sal- 
vation of  America  in  the  Protestant  church.  Un- 
der the  guise  of  tolerance  we  cloak  a  religious  in- 
difference which  doesn't  care."  I  disliked  to  ac- 
cept the  message  of  this  address  but  realized  there 
was  too  much  truth  in  it  to  be  comfortable  about 
it. 


There  Will  Be  Harps 

BY  LUCILE  LONG 

There  will  be  harps,  whatever  else  there  be 
In  that  continuing  home  to  which  our  feet 
Turn  at  the  last — for  all  eternity 
Harps  that  make  music  wistful,  gay,  slow,  sweet. 

Songs  there  will  be,  for  silences  on  earth, 
And  words  to  say  at  last  what  long  we  dreamed 
Here  in  a  world  where  neither  grief  nor  mirth 
Found  adequate  expression,  so  it  seemed. 

There  will  be  strings  for  stiff  and  tired  fingers 
Too  busy  here  on  earth  ever  to  make 
Music  that  vibrates  to  the  right  touch  and  lingers- 
How  golden  will  the  strings  seem  for  their  sake! 

By  every  little  song  in  my  heart,  I  know 
There  will  be  harps  in  the  heaven  to  which  I  go! 
Bridgewater,  Va. 


(4)  Recently  Charles  Clayton  Morrison,  speak- 
ing before  a  group  of  five  thousand  teachers  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  on  the  subject,  The  Inner  Cita- 
del of  Democracy,  asserted  with  power  that  our 
fathers  who  established  our  government  believed 
that  it  could  be  maintained  only  if  our  people 
were  intelligent,  informed  and  responsive  to  high 
ideals.  They  held  that  religion  was  an  indispens- 
able, central  element  in  culture.  Mr.  Morrison  as- 
serted further  that  the  public  schools  do  not  teach 
religion,  and  the  curve  of  religious  illiteracy  and 
respect  for  religious  values  has  gone  down  for 
three  quarters  of  a  century,  this  being  true  of 
church  members  as  well  as  of  others;  that  church 
members  are  ignorant  of  religious  lore  and  lack 
intelligent  religious  convictions.  Many  belong  to 
the  church  for  family  memory  or  because  of  the 
sociabilities  and  peripheral  trivialities  they  find 
in  the  church.  He  thinks  that  our  American  so- 
ciety is  steadily  becoming  a  secular-minded  so- 
ciety. "The  most  sinister  internal  enemy  of  Amer- 
ica is  the  spirit  of  secularism.  .  .  .  We  are  not  now 
producing  a  citizenship  spiritually  competent  to 
carry  on  our  democratic  way  of  life  nor  a  church- 
manship  competent  to  carry  on  the  Christian  faith. 
You  can  teach  every  subject  in  the  public  school 
today  and  yet  have  democracy  go  down.  .  .  .  The 
last  stand  of  democracy  is  in  a  people's  faith. 
Christian  faith  is  the  inner  citadel  of  democracy. 
Historically,  democracy  is  Christianity's  gift  to  the 
world.    If  Christianity  fails,  democracy  fails." 

I  have  reviewed  this  address  at  length  because 
it  seemed  to  me  to  sum  up  so  forcefully  the  situa- 
tion in  our  country.  I  have  read  that  some  years 
ago  Dr.  Iddings  Bell  was  employed  by  Columbia 
University  to  reconcile  in  the  minds  of  the  uni- 
versity students  their  teaching  of  religion  and  the 
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new  science  they  were  receiving  in  the  university. 
After  a  few  years  Dr.  Bell  resigned,  saying  that 
there  was  no  job  for  him,  for  the  students  who 
came  had  no  religious  information  to  reconcile. 

I  confess  these  references  present  a  dark  pic- 
ture. But  it  is  the  picture  painted  by  thoughtful 
men  regarding  the  state  of  our  democratic  culture 
in  America. 

The  way  out  for  America  is  probably  hinted  at 
in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Fortune  Magazine 
article  referred  to  above.  "The  way  out  is  the 
sound  of  a  voice,  not  our  voice,  but  a  voice  coming 
from  something  not  ourselves,  in  the  existence  of 
which  we  cannot  disbelieve.  It  is  the  earthly  task 
of  the  pastors  to  hear  this  voice,  to  cause  us  to 
hear  it,  to  tell  us  what  it  says.  If  they  cannot  hear 
it,  or  if  they  fail  to  tell  us,  we  as  laymen  are  ut- 
terly lost.  Without  it  we  are  no  more  capable  of 
saving  the  world  than  we  were  capable  of  creating 
it  in  the  first  place." 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Posture  in  Prayer 

BY  LEWIS  H.   BRUMBAUGH 

3.  Kneeling 

Standing  was  the  usual  Jewish  posture  during 
prayer  (1  Sam.  1:26;  Matt.  6:5;  Mark  11:25;  Luke 
18: 11) .  But  on  occasions  of  special  earnestness  or 
humiliation  the  Jews  found  kneeling  a  more  na- 
tural expression  of  deep  inner  feeling  (1  Kings 
8:54;  Dan.  6:10;  Ezra  9:5).  Among  the  early 
Christians,  kneeling  was  the  common  bodily 
prayer  posture.  Jesus  "kneeled  down  and  prayed" 
in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane.  Stephen  "kneeled 
down"  and  prayed  for  those  who  were  stoning  him 
to  death.  At  the  close  of  his  conference  with  the 
elders  of  Ephesus,  Paul  "kneeled  down,  and  pray- 
ed with  them  all."  As  Paul  was  on  his  way  up  to 
Jerusalem  and  about  to  leave  the  disciples  of 
Tyre,  Luke  says,  "We  kneeled  down  on  the  shore, 
and  prayed."  Peter  knelt  in  prayer  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  raising  Dorcas  at  Joppa.  In  the  New 
Testament,  where  any  prayer  posture  of  the  Chris- 
tians is  mentioned,  it  usually  is  the  kneeling  atti- 
tude. Justin  Martyr  and  Basil  said  that  the  Chris- 
tian custom  of  kneeling  symbolized  the  fall  of  man 
by  sin.  Eusebius  said  that  the  attitude  of  kneeling 
was  the  only  posture  proper  for  Christians  during 
prayer.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  among  Chris- 
tians of  the  early  centuries  kneeling  was  the  com- 
mon prayer  posture. 

In  our  denomination  kneeling  used  to  be  the 
only  posture  observed  during  prayer.  It  still  is  the 
most   popular   attitude    in    our   brotherhood,    al- 


though it  is  becoming  less  customary.  It  involves 
and  symbolizes  greater  prostration  and  humility  of 
spirit  than  other  prayer  postures.  Especial  solem- 
nity and  humiliation  of  spirit  are  most  naturally 
expressed  with  this  attitude  of  body.  And  as  al- 
ready noted,  there  is  excellent  scriptural  warrant 
for  the  practice  of  kneeling.  But  there  are  several 
ways  of  kneeling:  one  of  these  is  kneeling  forward, 
another  is  kneeling  in  the  about-face  position. 

Rising,  turning  around  and  kneeling,  as  a  prayer 
posture  during  public  worship,  has  certain  distinct 
disadvantages.  Assuming  this  attitude  creates 
considerable  noise  as  does  also  assuming  the  sit- 
ting position  again  following  the  prayer.  Many  of 
the  more  aged  find  it  more  or  less  difficult  to  as- 
sume this  particular  kneeling  attitude.  Often  the 
space  between  pews  is  inadequate  for  easily  as- 
suming this  position.  More  space  is  required  be- 
tween pews  for  this  about-face  kneeling  posture 
than  for  any  other  bodily  attitude  during  prayer. 
In  the  building  of  new  churches  it  has  frequently 
happened  that  insufficient  space  was  allowed  be- 
tween pews  for  the  backward-facing  kneeling  pos- 
ture. As  he  leads  in  prayer  the  minister  is  less 
easily  heard  when  we  are  kneeling  with  our  backs 
toward  the  front  of  the  church.  When  pews  are 
filled  with  men  and  women  seated  among  each 
other,  it  becomes  somewhat  embarrassing  for  men 
and  women  seated  closely  together  to  kneel  to- 
gether in  the  about-face  kneeling  position.  With 
this  bodily  attitude  during  prayer  there  is  less 
quietness  and  reverence  than  during  prayer  with 
other  postures.  Conversation  is  carried  on,  mir- 
rors and  powder  puffs  are  brought  into  use,  candy 
is  eaten,  and  any  literature  at  hand  is  read.  For 
these  and  other  reasons,  some  of  our  churches  have 
ceased  altogether  to  practice  the  kneeling  posture 
during  prayer.  Perhaps  other  churches,  noted 
for  irreverence  during  prayer,  might  wisely  follow 
the  example  of  these  churches  that  have  discon- 
tinued the  about-face  kneeling  posture. 

But  there  is  another  way  of  kneeling  which  is 
not  attended  with  the  disadvantages  of  the  posture 
which  we  have  just  considered.  This  other  form, 
is  to  kneel  facing  the  front  of  the  church.  This 
attitude  is  a  far  more  reverent  form  of  kneeling 
than  our  customary  posture.  It  may  be  more 
quietly  and  easily  assumed  than  the  about-face 
kneeling  attitude.  It  is  a  more  logical  form  of 
kneeling,  and  is  actually  in  use  by  many  Chris- 
tians. It  is  rather  strange  that  finding  one  form 
of  kneeling  unsatisfactory,  some  of  our  churches 
have  given  up  kneeling  altogether. 

However,  we  should  be  careful  not  to  bring  our- 
selves into  bondage  to  any  one  particular  prayer 
posture.    It  might  be  well  to  use  the  sitting  and 
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standing  attitudes  as  well  as  the  kneeling  posture. 
The  early  Christians  "were  sitting"  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  came  upon  them  at  Pentecost.  Jesus  stood 
for  prayer  in  the  synagogue  and  on  other  occa- 
sions. Sitting  and  standing  may  be  sacred  prayer 
postures  as  well  as  kneeling.  In  individual  and  in 
our  collective  worship  it  might  be  well  if  we 
would  not  become  so  bound  to  one  particular  pos- 
ture that  we  cannot  pray  apart  from  this  posture 
and  that  we  come  to  feel  that  others  are  not  really 
praying  when  they  do  not  assume  the  bodily  atti- 
tude to  which  we  have  become  so  firmly  attached. 
After  all,  the  effectiveness  of  our  praying  depends 
not  as  much  upon  the  attitude  of  body  as  it  does 
upon  the  attitude  of  mind.  "The  supplication  of 
a  righteous  man  availeth  much  in  its  working." 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


Hints  for  the  Worship  Hour 

BY  DE  WITT  L.  MILLER 

In  Three  Parts— Part  III 

The  offering  can  be  significant  and  symbolic  or 
it  can  be  a  chore  that  has  to  be  done.  When  Jesus 
said  we  shouldn't  make  an  offering  to  God  unless 
we  were  in  a  right  relationship  with  all  the  breth- 
ren, and  when  he  gave  the  lesson  concerning  the 
widow's  mite,  he  revealed  the  fact  that  he  con- 
sidered the  offering  important.  We  have  treated 
it  in  such  a  way  that  many  feel  that  it  is  an  un- 
pleasant chore  that  really  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  service  or  religion.  The  offering  will  either 
materialize  the  religious  service  or  it  will  spir- 
itualize our  daily  labor  and  endeavor.  To  have 
the  offertory  so  important  and  effective  that  it  will 
achieve  its  highest  purpose  is  our  goal. 

As  we  plan  the  offering  there  are  several  things 
to  keep  in  mind.  If  it  has  to  be,  for  necessary  rea- 
sons, associated  with  the  meeting  of  the  expenses 
and  the  paying  of  the  bills,  then  any  statement  to 
that  effect  must  point  out  the  spiritual  implica- 
tions of  the  facts  involved.  For  instance,  let  us 
suppose  the  offering  is  for  the  building  fund.  A 
beautiful,  adequate,  well  kept  church  building  is  a 
symbol  of  our  love  for  the  faith.  It  stands  for  our 
devotion.  To  give  towards  its  erection  or  its  up- 
keep is  to  testify  to  our  faith  in  the  church  and 
the  things  for  which  it  stands.  Our  gifts  express 
our  appreciation  for  the  opportunities  of  Christian 
education  and  worship. 

To  use  a  verse  of  Scripture  like:  Pro  v.  3:  9; 
Mark  8: 36;  2  Cor.  9:6;  Mark  4: 2  and  Matt.  6: 19-21, 
is  often  quite  helpful.  For  the  choir  or  the  con- 
gregation to  sing  a  verse  of  the  hymn,  We  Give 
Thee  But  Thine  Own,  is  to  call  attention  to  the 


stewardship  of  life.  We  have  also  used  a  para- 
phrase of  one  of  the  verses  of  the  hymn,  Take  My 
Life  and  Let  It  Be.    It  goes  like  this: 

Take  my  silver  and  my  gold, 
Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold; 
Take  my  gift,  O  Lord  and  use, 
Every  mite  as  thou  shalt  choose. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  prayer  should 
come  at  the  beginning  or  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
offertory  service  is  one  upon  which  there  will  be 
a  difference  of  opinion.  It  is  perhaps  wise  to  vary 
the  procedure  in  this  connection.  It  keeps  us  from 
getting  into  the  rut  of  formalism.  Wherever  it 
comes  the  prayer  should  be  short  and  to  the 
point.  It  is  best  to  plan  the  wording  of  this  prayer 
very  carefully. 

Choir  sentences  such  as,  "All  Things  Come  of 
Thee,  O  Lord,"  and  "Bless  Thou  the  Gifts  Our 
Hands  Have  Brought,"  can  be  used  to  vary  the 
service.  In  our  service  it  has  been  customary  for 
some  time  to  use  the  Doxology  in  connection  with 
the  offertory  service.  We  use  it  as  a  congregation 
as  the  ushers  come  forward  with  the  offering  and 
it  is  followed  by  the  prayer  of  dedication.  I  ques- 
tion the  use  of  the  Doxology  at  this  place  in  the 
service.  If  used  in  connection  with  the  offering  it 
should  perhaps  come  at  the  beginning  of  the  offer- 
tory service  rather  than  at  the  conclusion. 

Liturgically  there  are  only  two  places  for  the  of- 
fering. Either  at  the  beginning  of  the  service  as  a 
pledge  of  our  purpose  to  worship  sincerely  and 
deeply  or  at  the  conclusion  as  a  symbol  of  our 
dedication  to  the  high  ideals  and  standards  set 
forth  in  the  service.  The  offering  at  any  other 
place  in  the  service  presents  a  great  problem  to 
make  it  meaningful  and  to  co-ordinate  it  with  the 
remainder  of  the  service. 

Finally,  how  shall  we  end  the  service?  We  need 
to  give  more  study  to  this  feature  of  the  worship 
hour.  Too  many  services  just  stop  or  else  peter 
out.  The  close  of  the  service  should  be  the  mo- 
ment when  by  some  great  act  of  consecration  the 
word  which  has  been  revealed  becomes  the  word 
made  flesh  in  our  lives.  I  confess  I  have  never 
been  able  to  have  a  closing  service  that  does  just 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  way  that  it  should 
be  done.  The  following  suggestion  is  submitted 
as  being  about  the  best  I  know  and  yet  not  what 
I  would  like. 

If  the  sermon  has  closed  with  a  great  challenge 
and  a  strong  appeal,  as  it  should,  and  if  it  has  been 
a  truly  gripping  message,  as  it  ought  to  be,  then  a 
closing  prayer  will  likely  bungle  the  job.  There 
ought  to  be  prayer  at  that  point  but  it  should  per- 
haps be  a  silent  prayer.  Last  winter  through  our 
co-operative  church  program  Dr.  Frank  D.  Slutz. 
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Christ  Was  There 

BY  GRACE  MATHIS 

In  the  calm  and  peaceful  church 
Christ  was  there; 
I  had  come  in  earnest  search 
Of  his  care; 

And  I  laid  my  burden  down 
At  his  feet  who  wore  the  crown, 
And  I  touched  his  healing  gown 
In  my  prayer. 
Elkhart,  Iowa. 


was  brought  to  our  community  for  a  series  of  mes- 
sages. At  the  close  of  each  message  he  would  bow 
his  head  in  a  moment  of  silence.  It  was  very  ef- 
fective and  telling.  I  can  recommend  it.  Now  my 
suggestion  is  this:  Close  the  sermon  with  a  stir- 
ring and  gripping  appeal.  Allow  one  or  two  min- 
utes of  silent  prayer.  Then  have  the  chorister, 
the  choir,  or  the  organist,  as  the  case  may  be,  start 
the  singing  of  some  consecration  hymn  like  Have 
Thine  Own  Way,  Lord,  or  I  Am  Thine,  O  Lord.  At 
the  close  of  this  hymn  have  another  brief  moment 
of  silence  followed  by  the  benediction. 

I  have  a  feeling  that  to  have  the  people  rise  for 
either  the  hymn  or  the  benediction  is  a  poor  policy 
in  the  interest  of  effective  worship.  It  suggests 
that  the  service  is  about  over  and  that  we  are  go- 
ing home.  Let  them  remain  seated  until  the  bene- 
diction is  completed  and  the  service  is  over. 

Just  a  word  with  regard  to  the  benediction.  It 
is  coming  more  and  more  to  be  that  the  choir  as- 
sists in  the  benediction.  In  some  cases  it  comes 
before  the  minister's  benediction  and  in  some  cas- 
es afterward.  In  some  churches  it  is  the  rule  that 
the  minister's  word  be  the  last  word.  Personally, 
that  never  bothered  me.  In  case  the  choir  would 
use  Lutkin's  Benediction,  and  it  is  hard  to  im- 
prove upon  that  one,  I  would  not  want  the  min- 
ister to  pronounce  another  one  after  the  singing  of 
the  sevenfold  amen  which  concludes  that  great 
and  impressive  selection. 

Other  selections  which  might  be  used  are:  A 
verse  of  the  hymn,  Lord  Dismiss  Us  With  Thy 
Blessing.  A  verse  of  God  Be  With  You,  omitting 
the  chorus  and  repeating  the  verse  humming  is  ef- 
fective. A  verse  of  the  hymn,  Blest  Be  the  Tie 
That  Binds,  is  many  times  popular  with  Church  of 
the  Brethren  people.  At  the  evening  service  the 
use  of  Softly  Now  the  Light  of  Day,  or  Now  the 
Day  Is  Over,  is  hard  to  improve  upon. 

In  our  own  church  a  moment  or  two  of  very 
soft  organ  music  following  the  benediction  seems 
to  be  liked  the  best,  although  practically  all  of  the 
suggestions  above  have  been  used  and  received  by 
the  congregation  with  appreciation. 


The  closing  for  the  benediction  which  stirred 
my  soul  more  than  any  I  have  ever  experienced 
was  in  a  German  Reformed  church  in  the  Middle 
West.  I  was  filling  the  pulpit  on  that  particular 
Sunday  morning  at  the  request  of  the  pastor.  It 
was  in  the  summer  and  in  that  church  the  choir 
was  on  vacation.  On  the  slip  of  paper  containing 
the  order  of  service  which  had  been  handed  me 
was  this  instruction,  "Do  not  say  the  Amen  to  the 
benediction."  I  complied  with  that  order  and  as 
I  finished  the  benediction  that  congregation  of  a 
couple  hundred  people  broke  out  in  full  harmony 
in  the  threefold  amen,  starting  softly  and  rising  to 
a  great  fortissimo  and  then  dying  away  to  a  whis- 
per as  they  held  the  final  chord.  Coming  as  it  did 
from  the  congregation,  seeming  to  come  out  of  the 
very  depths  of  their  souls,  the  effect  upon  me  was 
electric. 

None  of  these  suggestions  can  take  the  place  of 
sincerity  of  purpose,  deep  appreciation  for  spir- 
itual things,  and  a  cultivated  and  disciplined  abili- 
ty to  worship  both  alone  and  with  others.  But  if 
we  have  these  fundamental  and  basic  qualities, 
these  suggestions  might  at  times  serve  to  express 
our  deep  religious  emotions  and  release  those  spir- 
itual feelings  that  will  make  our  worship  a  glori- 
ous and  life-changing  act. 

In  these  days  when  there  is  need  for  poise; 
when  there  is  a  desperate  longing  to  lay  hold  on 
those  things  that  are  stable  and  secure;  and  when 
we  need  to  be  led  to  the  Rock  of  Ages,  it  behooves 
all  ministers,  organists,  pianists,  choristers,  choir 
directors,  and  choir  members,  to  try  to  perform 
the  act  of  common  worship  uncommonly  well. 

"Acquaint  now  thyself  with  God,  and  be  at 
peace:  thereby  good  shall  come  unto  thee.  Yea, 
the  Almighty  shall  be  thy  defense.  And  then 
shalt  thou  have  delight  in  the  Almighty,  and  shalt 
lift  up  thy  face  unto  God"  (Job  22:21,  25,  26). 

"Gracious  Father,  within  whose  light  and  under 
the  sway  of  whose  peace  we  come  with  every 
turning  away  from  personal  desires  and  ambi- 
tions; keep  alive  in  us,  we  beseech  thee,  the  long- 
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ing  of  the  child  for  its  father,  of  the  sinner  for  his 
Savior,  of  the  storm-tossed  voyager  for  the  lights 
and  safety  of  the  harbor."    (From  a  prayer  by 
Hugh  Cameron.) 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Fifty  Years  in  the  Service  of  the  Church 

BY  J.  CARSON  MILLER 
6.     Series  of  Meetings 

I  had  been  a  minister  but  a  short  time  before  I 
was  called  to  hold  a  meeting  in  our  congregation, 
also  one  in  an  adjoining  congregation.  This  meant 
more  responsibility.  In  conversation  with  Elder 
Daniel  Hays,  who  formerly  lived  in  our  congre- 
gation and  who  was  the  best  schoolteacher  I  ever 
had,  he  gave  me  in  a  nutshell  the  purpose  of  these 
meetings.  The  purpose,  he  said,  is  threefold:  first, 
to  strengthen  the  membership;  second,  to  mould 
public  sentiment;  third,  to  convert  sinners  and  get 
new  members  into  the  church. 

Although  it  did  not  seem  to  me  that  I  was  cut 
out  for  an  evangelist,  this  work  gave  me  valuable 
experience.  It  was  a  great  help  to  me  in  learning 
to  know  people.  I  learned  much  about  their  dif- 
ferent dispositions.  I  recall  a  lady  in  one  of  my 
early  meetings  who  quite  frequently  assured  me 
that  she  enjoyed  my  sermons.  Another  lady,  and 
in  the  same  meeting,  informed  me  that  she  did 
not  get  anything  out  of  my  sermons.  She  said, 
"You  shoot  over  my  head."  This  showed  me  the 
difficulty  of  reaching  all  classes  with  the  same 
message.  It  also  reminded  me  that  we  preachers 
often  do  shoot  over  the  heads  of  an  audience.  A 
good  deacon  brother  once  expressed  the  same 
thought  to  me  by  saying,  "We  put  the  feed  too 
high  for  the  children  to  reach."  We  should  have 
more  sermons  for  children  and  uneducated  people, 
and  illustrate  our  subjects  by  simple  stories  that 
they  can  comprehend.  On  one  occasion  I  was 
called  to  deliver  an  address  in  Augusta  County, 
Virginia.  On  reaching  the  church  I  soon  discov- 
ered that  I  had  the  wrong  sermon,  as  the  front 
seats  were  filled  with  a  large  number  of  small 
children.  I  sometimes  wonder  whether  the  de- 
cline in  rural  churches  that  we  hear  so  much 
about  has  not  been  caused  by  the  ministers  too 
often  preaching  over  the  heads  of  the  people.  I 
have  learned  that  many  old  people  enjoy  chil- 
dren's sermons.  They  like  to  read  the  children's 
papers  that  are  given  out  in  the  Sunday  school.  It 
is  a  solemn  fact  that  if  people  do  not  get  what  they 
can  comprehend  and  enjoy  they  will  quit  coming 
to  church,  and  the  church  will  gradually  go  down. 
Some  people  would  object  to  the  use  of  Aesop's 
fables  and  similar  stories  in  a  sermon,  but  I  have 


used  such  stories  occasionally  to  hold  the  atten- 
tion, and  they  served  to  impress  a  point. 

I  had  not  preached  very  long  before  I  discovered 
that  people  sometimes  do  not  know  their  Bibles 
as  well  as  they  think  they  do.  To  illustrate,  I  re- 
call a  visit  that  I  made  to  a  home  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  one  of  my  meetings.  In  our  conversation, 
the  sister  remarked,  "Brother  Miller,  I  enjoyed 
your  sermon  the  other  night,  but  I  thought  how 
much  better  we  would  have  understood  you  if  you 
had  said  sycamore  tree  instead  of  sycamine  tree" 
(Luke  17:6).  I  explained  to  her  that  in  the  text 
I  used,  the  word  was  sycamine,  and  not  sycamore. 
She  actually  argued  that  I  was  wrong,  and  that  it 
was  sycamore.  Fortunately,  her  Testament  was 
lying  on  the  sewing  machine  near  me.  I  reached 
over  and  opened  it  at  the  above  text,  and  asked 
her  to  read  it,  and  behold,  to  her  surprise,  it  was 
"sycamine"  in  her  book!  I  then  explained  to  her 
that  if  I  had  said  sycamore  she  would  not  have 
understood  it  at  all,  and  that  the  sycamore  trees 
growing  along  the  creek  near  her  home  would 
hardly  have  been  used  by  the  Savior  as  symbols  of 
an  invincible  faith.  Dr.  Thompson  in  his  Land 
and  the  Book  describes  the  Palestine  tree  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Now  look  at  this  tree — its  ample  girth,  its 
widespread  arms  branching  off  from  the  parent 
trunk  only  a  few  feet  from  the  ground;  then  ex- 
amine its  enormous  roots,  as  thick,  as  numerous, 
and  as  widespread  in  the  deep  soil  below  as  the 
branches  extend  into  the  air  above — the  very  best 
type  of  invincible  steadfastness.  What  power  on 
earth  can  pluck  up  such  a  tree?  Heaven's  thun- 
der-bolt may  strike  it  down,  the  wild  tornado 
may  tear  it  to  fragments,  but  nothing  short  of 
miraculous  power  can  pluck  it  up  by  the  roots." 

I  have  met  some  who  were  puzzled  as  to  how 
the  fowls  of  the  air  could  lodge  in  the  mustard 
plant.  Dr.  Thompson  again  helped  me  out.  He 
assures  us  that  he  has  seen  specimens  of  the  mus- 
tard plant  as  high  as  a  rider  on  horseback,  and  he 
has  no  doubt  that  in  the  time  of  our  Savior  va- 
rieties of  an  enormous  size  were  cultivated  that 
shot  forth  large  branches  so  that  the  fowls  of  the 
air  could  lodge  in  them.  Having  seen  the  enor- 
mous growth  of  other  plants  that  we  would  not 
expect  so  large,  he  concludes:  "I  can  readily  credit 
the  existence  of  mustard  trees  large  enough  to 
meet  all  the  demands  of  our  Lord's  parable."  The 
little  mustard  seed  has  wonderful  life  and  grows 
like  our  faith  ought  to  grow.  A  grain  of  sand  may 
be  just  as  small  as  the  mustard  seed,  but  it  does  not 
grow.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  some  peo- 
ple's faith  is  like  a  grain  of  sand — no  life,  no 
growth.     Jesus  did  not  take  his  illustrations  at 
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random  or  by  accident.  They  always  fit  the  case. 
In  my  early  Christian  service  I  met  several 
classes  of  persons  whose  representatives  I  have 
occasionally  met  since.  One  of  the  hardest  things 
for  me  to  bear  was  the  opposition  of  a  parent  to  a 
little  son  or  daughter  uniting  with  the  church.  In 
one  meeting  an  old  father  objected  to  his  little 
ten-year-old  daughter  joining  the  church,  although 
she  begged  with  tears  to  be  taken  in.  What  made 
the  case  especially  sad  was  that  the  father  was  a 
member  of  the  church  himself.  Bro.  Hays  and  I 
reasoned  with  him,  telling  him  that  his  little 
daughter  knew  more  Bible  than  he  did,  as  she  had 
the  advantage  of  a  good  Sunday  school  and  good 
teachers.  The  teaching  of  his  father,  however, 
that  children  should  not  join  the  church,  but 
should  wait  until  they  grew  up,  was  so  thoroughly 
grounded  in  his  mind  that  all  we  could  say  was  of 
no  avail.  In  an  adjoining  congregation  a  sister 
took  a  similar  stand  with  regard  to  her  daughter 
joining  the  church.  God  be  praised  that  the  num- 
ber of  this  class  is  growing  less.    I  have  on  several 


Plea  for  the  Conscientious  Objector 

BY  ELLEN  HUTCHISON 

"Conscientious  objector!"  they  cry — 
"Communist!"    "Coward!"  or  maybe,  "Spy!" 
Spies  there  are,  many  communists,  too; 
I  have  no  patience  with  what  they  do; 
But  I  plead  for  the  man  who  is  true  .  .  . 

True  to  his  own  conscience'  inward  light, 
True  to  the  faith  that  right  makes  might, 
That  force  gains  nothing  that  ever  paid, 
That  what  it  gains  is  by  far  outweighed 
By  losses  vast  and  by  widows  made  .  .  . 

By  physical  wrecks  of  once-fine  men; 
By  minds  deranged.    Can  you  tell  me  when 
War-gains  paid  for  such?     It  never  fails 
That  moral  decay  will  tread  war's  trails. 
Our  C.  O.  says,  "Put  that  on  the  scales!" 

He  sees  modern  warfare  foul  with  sin; 
Men  refrain  from  naught  just  so  they  win. 
Injustice,  treachery,  lying,  greed, 
Mark  the  army's  march,  who  give  no  heed 
Though  women  are  killed  and  children  bleed. 

You  call  him  "coward"  who  works  'gainst  this! 
Full  well  he  knows  that  his  country's  bliss 
Rests  on  justice,  peace,  and  religion's  sway. 
Though  he  walk  alone,  he'll  go  that  way, 
Come  jeers  and  sneers,  yes,  let  come  what  may. 

No  cowards  are  they  who  this  goal  seek. 
They'll  get  the  earth,  because  they  are  meek. 
To  hate  evil  they  never  will  cease. 
Their  spirit  chimes  with  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
My  full  heart  says,  "May  their  kind  increase!" 
Eastern,   Md. 


occasions  met,  in  meetings  of  this  kind,  individuals 
who  objected  to  certain  persons  uniting  with  the 
church.  They  claimed  that  these  applicants  had 
committed  some  gross  sins  (sometimes  years  be- 
fore), and  hence  they  were  not  fit  to  be  in  the 
church.  Usually  I  have  been  able  to  get  such  ob- 
jectors to  see  their  mistake,  and  to  see  that  Christ 
came  to  save  just  such  sinners  as  the  ones  they 
were  opposing. 

Series  of  meetings,  or  evangelistic  meetings,  are 
very  important  in  the  life  of  a  church.  Not  all 
ministers  are  successful  evangelists.  I  never  laid 
claim  to  being  one  myself — I  engaged  in  that  kind 
of  work  only  when  ministers  to  hold  meetings 
were  scarce.  Some  ministers  make  good  elders, 
some  make  good  pastors,  some  make  good  evan- 
gelists, some  make  good  preachers  of  doctrine. 
But  seldom  do  we  find  a  man  who  possesses  all 
these  qualities.  I  have  known  men  who  would 
hardly  be  considered  average  preachers,  but  they 
made  very  successful  elders.  They  managed  the 
government  and  business  of  the  church  success- 
fully. Let  each  use  the  talent  that  he  possesses 
and  work  in  the  field  for  which  God  has  fitted 
him. 

Moores  Store,  Va. 


Christ's  Gospel  of  Rest 

BY  H.  H.  HELMAN 

There  is  special  need  today  to  be  able  to  remove 
to  a  quiet  place  to  rest.  That  need  grows  out  of 
the  distractions  of  complex,  crushing  and  over- 
whelming living.  We  are  drained,  unsettled,  rest- 
less and  apprehensive.  We  become  victims  of  ac- 
cumulated fatigue  and  a  growing  disquietude. 
The  continuing  battle  between  our  idealism  and 
hopes  and  the  sin-madness  of  the  world  about  us 
keeps  us  sapped  of  psychic  strength. 

So  there  is  need  to  find  how  to  dissolve  the 
strain  of  nervous  living.  We  need  to  learn  how  to 
lose  the  annoyance  of  cares  and  worries,  and  how 
to  acquire  a  sense  of  new  vigor  and  an  assurance 
of  sustaining  spiritual  strength  and  refreshing. 
We  need  to  find  how  to  divorce  our  souls  awhile 
from  the  vain  solicitude  of  a  world  upside  down. 
We  must  find  the  reservoirs  of  psychic  strength  or 
be  crushed  in  disappointment  and  defeat. 

The  need  really  is  to  form  a  vital  bond  with  the 
great  and  divine  God.  The  answer  of  Divinity  is 
the  only  satisfactory  answer  to  the  disturbing 
questions  of  distracted  folk.  This  bond  with  the 
divine  is  the  only  contact  that  can  destroy  the  de- 
pressing effects  of  a  muddled  world.  Those  who 
attempt  to  fight  the  battle  alone  may  come  to  the 
place  where  the  psychic  strength  has  completely 
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ebbed  out  and  they  face  ultimate  and  complete 
collapse.  But  the  battle  need  not  be  fought  alone 
— there  is  Divinity  always  ready  to  help,  ready 
when  we  are  ready.  We  can  penetrate  and  be 
penetrated  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  when- 
ever this  becomes  a  dominant  desire  and  we  are 
willing  to  quit  a  muddled  world  long  enough  for 
it  to  take  place.  This  is  about  all  there  is  to  buoy 
us  up  today,  the  only  place  where  depressed  spir- 
its can  find  help,  where  there  is  escape  from  the 
entanglements  of  present-day  life.  In  the  God 
Presence  is  the  only  escape  from  the  clutches  of 
strangling  circumstances. 

"Come  ye  apart,  .  .  .  and  rest  awhile,"  was  the 
solution  of  Christ  for  lives  too  much  depressed  by 
the  world  of  people  and  problems.  He  said  this  to 
his  disciples  and  he  says  it  to  every  busy,  restless 
soul  today.  He  says  it  to  the  despondent  one  upon 
whom  the  dark  clouds  of  apprehension  have  de- 
scended. He  says  it  to  the  hard  seeker  after 
wealth  who  gets  no  good  from  it;  to  the  nerv- 
ous, tired,  distracted  mother;  to  the  father  toiling 
through  long  hours  to  protect  and  feed  his  little 
flock;  to  the  business  man  of  many  duties  whose 
soul  is  starving  for  a  little  attention.  These  need 
that  resting  place  where  the  spiritual  forces  can 
be  gathered  together,  where  one  can  inhale  the 
breath  of  God,  where  spiritual  discipline  can  be 
administered.  Those  who  really  want  spiritual  re- 
freshing will  have  to  retire  long  enough  from  the 
maddening  crowd  to  permit  God  to  soothe  the 
troubled  souls. 

It  is  a  great  virtue  to  love  the  quiet  solitude  of 
nature  and  of  God,  to  know  how  to  quit  the  crowd 
and  the  world  and  move  into  the  quiet  presence  of 
Divinity,  to  be  able  to  get  away  from  the  things 
that  wear  us  out  and  into  the  Presence  that  builds 
us  up.  Blessed  indeed  is  that  person  who  has  found 
vitalizing  springs  of  power,  health-giving  strength, 
and  release  from  life's  distractions  "apart"  in  a 
quiet  place,  where  he  meditated,  rested  and 
prayed.  Happy  the  man  who  knows  how  to  di- 
vorce his  soul  from  seeking,  trading,  contending, 
striving  men — and  can  usher  it  into  a  quiet  place 
to  find  the  satisfying  realities  of  life. 

The  experiences  of  the  quiet  place  achieve  the 
releasing  of  the  soul.  We  circumscribe  and  pen 
up  our  souls  by  the  busy  hey-day  life  we  live. 
There  is  no  place,  time  or  opportunity  for  the  soul 
to  express  itself.  The  light  and  buoyancy  of  high- 
er things  are  crowded  out  and  excluded.  When 
Jesus  said,  "Come  apart,  .  .  .  rest,"  he  knew  the 
tragedy  of  a  soul  that  was  crushed  and  starved 
and  imprisoned.  He  knew  that  a  man's  soul  needs 
a  place  of  release  where  it  can  take  its  proper 


place  in  experience.  He  knew  that  only  thus  can 
the  spiritual  life  become  stronger,  deeper,  richer 
— springing  up  as  a  well  unto  everlasting  life.  A 
great  man  testified:  "The  discipline  of  the  hours 
of  solitude,  open-doored  toward  God,  has  trans- 
formed my  life."  "Tarry  ye  here  while  I  go  and 
pray  yonder,"  said  Jesus,  who  knew  the  unfailing 
reservoir  of  spiritual  strength. 

In  the  quiet  place  is  the  source  of  strength  for 
our  trying  days.  We  may  think  we  can  survive 
by  bolstering  up  our  courage,  by  rationalizing  on 
our  mad  world,  by  taking  it  on  the  chin  and  re- 
fusing to  yield,  or  by  vainly  attempting  to  per- 
suade ourselves  that  it  isn't  our  affair,  refusing  to 
be  identified  with  the  madness  of  the  times,  but 
the  time  comes  when  all  these  attitudes  and  re- 
sources fail,  and  the  only  way  out  is  to  find  our 
way  to  the  presence  of  sustaining  Divinity.  There 
is  none  so  strong  that  he  doesn't  need  the  constant 
regeneration  effected  in  the  quiet  place  where  he 
meets  his  God. 

Moreover,  finding  the  quiet  place  is  the  only  es- 
cape from  the  severe  retribution  the  Creator  has 
fixed  upon  lives  too  busy  with  and  absorbed  by 
the  world-madness,  and  who  lean,  if  at  all,  upon 
false  trusts.  The  overburdened  mind  becomes  a 
disturbed  mind,  which  in  time  becomes  the  dis- 
ordered mind.  Who  knows  how  many  of  our  thou- 
sands of  mentally  ill  could  be  well  and  normal 
today  if  only  they  had  discovered  and  utilized  the 
quiet  place.  There  are  too  many  Christians  even 
who  are  holding  onto  the  uncertain,  shifting  and 
precarious  dependencies  of  this  world,  who  refuse 
to  let  go  for  a  refreshing  rest  with  God.  There 
are  elements  in  our  spiritual  make-up  that  cannot 
be  satisfied  with  activities,  and  there  comes  a 
point  when  divinely  appointed  retribution  begins 
to  work. 

"Oh,  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove.  Then  would 
I  fly  away  and  be  at  rest.  Lo,  then  would  I  wan- 
der far  off;  I  would  lodge  in  the  wilderness;  I 
would  haste  me  to  a  shelter  from  the  windy  storm 
and  tempest."  Such  was  the  cry  of  one  who  had 
not  heard  Jesus  say,  "Come  unto  me  .  .  .  and  I 
will  give  you  rest,"  and  "Come  ye  yourselves 
apart  unto  a  quiet  place  and  rest  awhile." 

Whatever  we  have  to  sacrifice  in  doing  it,  a  cer- 
tain measure  of  our  time  needs  to  be  rescued  from 
the  rush  and  madness  of  our  present-day  life  and 
devoted  to  the  revitalizing,  refreshing  and  sustain- 
ing realities  of  the  quiet  place.  Here  we  are  res- 
cued and  regenerated,  comforted  and  strength- 
ened, enlightened  and  instructed — made  men  of 
God,  able  really  to  live  in  such  a  mad  world. 

New  Carlisle,  Ohio. 
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Through  Love  to  Light 

BY   ARCHER  WALLACE 

The  last  audible  words  which  fell  from  the  lips 
of  the  German  poet  Goethe  were,  "More  light! 
more  light!"  It  is  a  prayer  which  has  been  uttered 
by  men  since  the  beginning.  Many  of  the  most 
impressive  passages  in  the  Bible  record  this  in- 
sistent cry  for  more  light.  The  writer  of  the 
ninety-seventh  Psalm  voiced  the  thoughts  of 
many: 

Clouds  and  darkness  are  about  him: 
Righteousness  and  judgment  are  the  foundation  of 
his  throne. 

The  time  has  passed  when  earnest  people  are 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  their  seasons  of  doubt. 
Honest  doubts  certainly  are  nothing  to  be  ashamed 
of;  they  often  indicate  the  growing  pains  of  men- 
tal life.  One  writer  says:  "Think  what  God  is; 
then  think  what  man  is;  then  ask  yourself  if  it  is 
any  marvel  that,  being  what  he  is,  when  he  speaks 
the  finite  mind  cannot  comprehend  all  he  says. 
Difficulties  about  religion  being  a  reason  for  re- 
jecting it?  I  would  rather  say  that  the  Christian 
religion  could  not  be  true  if  it  were  not  sometimes, 
and  for  some  people,  a  difficult  religion." 

In  the  Tate  Art  Gallery  in  London  there  is  a 
famous  picture  by  Alphonse  Legros  entitled 
Women  at  Prayer.  The  painting  shows  a  number 
of  women  praying  in  a  church.  Some  bow  in  deep 
contrition;  other  faces  show  intense  ecstasy,  rev- 
erent awe,  or  the  anguish  of  doubt.  There  are 
those  whose  faces  reveal  weariness  of  spirit  while 
others  are  there  because  it  is  the  formal  thing  to 
do,  and  consequently  they  are  flippant  or  bored. 
Thus  the  artist  seeks  to  show  that  worship  may  be 
a  very  different  thing  because  of  the  totally  differ- 
ent spirit  in  which  people  approach  God. 

It  is  not  possible  in  a  brief  chapter  like  this  to 
do  much  more  than  point  out  that  in  the  search 
for  light  a  great  deal  must  always  depend  upon 
the  motive  of  the  seeker.  Jesus  answered  men's 
questions  with  due  regard  to  the  spirit  in  which 
they  were  asked.  When  the  disciples — curious 
about  the  future — enquired:  "Lord,  dost  thou  at 
this  time  restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel?"  he  an- 
swered, "It  is  not  for  you  to  know  times  and  sea- 
sons, which  the  Father  hath  set  within  his  own 
authority."  When  Pilate,  restless  and  perhaps 
cynical,  asked  questions,  "Jesus  gave  him  no  an- 
swer." On  the  other  hand,  to  Nicodemus  who 
sought  him  in  the  still  watches  of  the  night,  he 
was  sympathetic,  and  with  the  baffled  disciples  on 
the  road  to  Emmaus  he  was  infinitely  patient  be- 
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cause  he  knew  the  deep  sincerity  of  their  hearts: 
"Beginning  at  Moses  and  all  the  prophets,  he  ex- 
pounded unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the 
things  concerning  himself." 

Jesus  went  behind  the  question  to  the  question- 
er for  what  men  learn  of  religious  truth  ever 
depends  upon  the  spirit  in  which  they  seek  it. 
"If  any  man  shall  do  the  will  of  the  Father,"  said 
Jesus,  "he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine."  How  true 
are  these  lines  of  Clarence  Hawkes: 

And  if  we  live  and  love  the  good,  ah!  then 
We  face  to  face  with  truth  some  day  must  meet. 

Horace  Bushnell,  who  became  such  a  tower  of 
strength  and  inspiration  to  a  vast  number,  par- 
tially lost  his  religious  faith  when  he  was  a  student 
at  college.  For  several  years  he  kept  on  studying 
but  with  something  approaching  despair  in  his 
heart.  But  in  those  dark  days  of  grave  perplexity, 
he  made  one  resolve.  He  would  live  up  to  the 
light  he  had.  He  would  never  under  any  circum- 
stances do  anything  which  might  shut  God  out. 
His  conduct  would  be  marked  by  integrity,  purity 
and  honor. 

The  British  statesman,  William  Pitt,  had  a  great 
mind.  He  was  Prime  Minister  at  twenty-four,  and 
remained  throughout  life  a  great  leader  of  men. 
He  counted  among  his  personal  friends  such  men 
as  Napoleon,  and  the  intellectual  giants  of  his  day. 
He  once  attended  a  meeting-house,  and  heard  a 
sermon  on  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  said 
to  a  friend,  "I  didn't  understand  a  word  of  it;  it 
was  like  a  foreign  language  to  me."  His  friend 
replied  "Those  poor  people  who  took  part  in  the 
service — many  of  them  without  education — un- 
derstood all  about  it."  And  Pitt  knew  his  friend 
spoke  the  truth. 

It  is  a  condition  of  spiritual  discovery  that  we 
must  seek  the  Lord  with  all  our  minds  and  hearts. 
Those  who  in  a  detached  or  curious  way  seek  light 
will  not  find  it  for  they  lack  the  proper  qualifica- 


14 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  16,  1941 


tions.  It  is  true  as  the  late  Dr.  J.  H.  Jowett  once 
said:  "The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  not  revealed  to  a 
mere  debating  society;  it  is  unveiled  only  in  that 
holy  place  where  we  have  built  an  altar  and  of- 
fered our  entire  being  in  holy  sacrifice.  That  is  a 
striking  passage  in  Jeremiah:  "They  shall  enquire 
concerning  Zion  with  their  faces  thitherwards." 

George  Eliot's  great  novel,  Silas  Marner,  is  in- 
teresting partly  because  it  recorded  the  author's 
own  spiritual  pilgrimage.  It  tells  of  a  weaver  in 
the  rural  England  of  a  century  ago  who  early  in 
life  was  deeply  religious.  A  very  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance caused  him  to  lose  his  faith  in  God  and 
to  become  cynical  and  bitter.  There  was  blank 
despair  in  his  soul;  he  lost  faith  both  in  God  and 
man.  He  sought  refuge  from  benumbing  unbelief 
by  accumulating  all  the  money  he  could.  He  hoard- 
ed coins  and  concealed  them  in  the  cabin  where  he 
lived  alone.  It  became  the  passion  of  his  life,  and 
for  years  he  lived  for  that  and  nothing  more.  He 
worked  sixteen  hours  a  day  and  spent  as  little  as 


ever  possible.  His  was  a  mere  insect  existence. 
Then  there  strayed  into  his  cabin  one  night  a 
little  child  whose  mother  had  perished  in  a  near- 
by ravine.  From  that  moment  life  began  to  be  dif- 
ferent for  that  man  who  had  lost  all  sense  of  God. 
The  story  of  his  devotion  to  the  child  is  one  of  the 
loveliest  stories  in  all  literature.  His  great  love 
for  the  little  one  led  him  slowly  back  to  God.  "In 
old  days  there  were  angels  who  came  and  took 
men  by  the  hand  and  led  them  away  from  the 
city  of  destruction.  We  see  no  white-winged 
angels  now.  But  yet  men  are  led  away  from 
threatening  destruction;  a  hand  is  put  into  theirs 
which  leads  them  forth  gently  toward  a  calm  and 
bright  land,  so  that  they  look  no  more  backward; 
and  the  hand  may  be  a  little  child's." 

Through  love  to  light,  O  Lord!  how  beautiful  the  way 
That  leads  from  darkness  to  the  perfect  day. 
From  sorrow  and  from  sighing  in  the  night, 
To  morning  that  comes  singing  o'er  the  sea; 
From  love  to  light;  from  Light  O  Lord,  to  thee. 
Toronto,  Canada. 


The  Deserted  Chapel  .  .  .  by  J.  O.  Bamhart 

(The  recent  passing  of  the  author,  see  Gospel  Messenger  for  July  26,  page  23,  calls  to 
mind  the  best  known  of  his  poems.) 


Along   the   wayside,   lone   and  drear 

There  stands  a  chapel  old; 
And  wind  and  storm  for  many  a  year 

O'er  that   old  church   have  rolled; 
But  those  lone  walls  are  silent  now, 

No  songs  ascend  on  high; 
No  preacher   stands  and   points   the   way 

To  lands  beyond  the  sky. 

The  cobwebbed  ceil,  the  warping  floor, 

A  story  tell  to  me 
Of  sights  and  sounds  that  are  no  more 

And  never   more   shall  be. 
The  tott'ring  desk,  the  vacant  seat 

Tell,  too,  in  accents  clear 
The  story  of  long  vanished  scenes 

And  glorious  seasons  here. 

The  shattered  pane,  the  broken  door, 

The  message  still  repeat, 
That  here  were  lights  for  willing  eyes 

And  ways  for  eager  feet; 
But,  ah!  Those  eyes  have  long  been  closed 

To  earthly  sunlight's  gleam, 
And  the  feet  that  trod  the  sacred  perch 

Have    crossed    Death's    chilly    stream. 

The  songs  of  praise,  the  heartfelt  prayers 

That  once  like  incense  rose, 
Are  heard  no  more;    here  swells  no  fount, 

No  stream  of  mercy  flows. 
For    the    lively    tongues    have    long    been 
stilled 

That  praised  their  Maker  here; 
Long   have   the   knees   that   suppliant   bent 

Been  straightened   for  the  bier. 


And  in   the  churchyard  on   the  hill, 

A   mile  or  so  away. 
The  earthly  temples  of   their  souls 

Have    crumbled    into   clay, 
Of  Him  who  bade  the  pillars  fall 

And    molder    into    dust, 
Obediently    they   heard   the   call, 

And   owned   the   summons  just. 

I  close  my  eyes  upon  the  spot. 

And  see  as  in  a  dream 
Familiar  forms,  but  long  forgot; 

How  real  do  they  seem! 
And   now   the   service   hour   begins. 

And  through  the  open  door 
A  happy,  eager  throng  comes  in 

And  fills  the  seats  once  more. 

The  preacher  passes   up  the  aisle, 

With  radiant  happy  face; 
And  as  he  smiles,  smile  answers  smile, 

And  glorifies  the  place. 
And  now  as  comes  the  hour  of  prayer, 

Behold  the  kneeling  throng! 
Then  with   sweet  praises   they  fill  the  air. 

And  sit  baptized  in  song. 

And  then  again  a  well-known  voice 

Proclaims  God's  Word  so  true. 
And  saints  on  earth  once  more  rejoice 

And   sinners  tremble,   too. 
And  other  scenes  rush  thick  and  fast 

Before    my   raptured    gaze. 
And  many  a  picture  of  the  past 

Before  my  fancy  plays. 


I  see  some  who  repentant  stand 

Breathe  out  the  sacred  vow; 
And,  lo,  behold!  a  zealous  band 

Sits   'round  the  love  feast  now. 
And  now  before  the  altar  stands, 

A  maiden  young  and  fair 
And   gives   her  heart,   her  hopes,   her  life, 

Into  her  husband's  care. 

And  look  again!      A  funeral  train! 

As   through  the   aisles  the  pall 
Is  borne  along,  from  many  an  eye 

The    tears    unbidden    fall. 
And  looking  upward  in  my  woe, 

In  prayer  I  raise  my  hands, 
And,  lo,  the  chapel  in  the  grove 

Once  more  deserted  stands. 

But  voices   still   its   history  tell, 

And  ever  in  my  ears 
I  hear  as  clear  as  silver  bell, 

This  lesson  of  the  years. 
The  past   will  ever  find  a  tongue, 

When  other  tongues  are  dumb, 
And   sing   the  song   through  ages   sung, 

To  ages   still   to  come. 
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"God  Sees,  God  Sees" 

BY  ELIZABETH  H.   BRUBAKER 

Charles  was  a  sturdy  little  fellow  of  junior  age  with- 
out a  home.  He  was  placed  in  the  home  of  two  elderly 
people  who  failed  to  create  an  atmosphere  for  a  child. 
Charles  was  soon  unhappy  and  ran  away.  He  was  then 
placed  in  the  almshouse  where  the  social  atmosphere 
was  less  agreeable  to  him  and  he  ran  away  again.  He 
was  then  picked  up  on  the  street  of  a  country  town  and 
put  in  jail.  The  superintendent  of  the  Huntingdon,  Pa., 
Orphan  Home  at  that  time  was  Brother  David  Emmert. 
He  heard  about  Charles.  One  day  he  said  to  the  matron, 
"Sister  Howe,  will  you  go  with  me  to  the  Lewistown 
county  jail  to  see  a  boy  who  needs  a  home?"  Lewis- 
town  was  our  shopping  town  in  my  girlhood  days,  but 
I  had  never  visited  the  jail.  We  went,  and  found  Charles 
behind  locked  doors.  After  a  short  talk  with  him,  Bro. 
Emmert  said,  "Charles,  will  you  go  with  us  if  we  give 
you  a  good  home?"  Looking  down  over  his  unsightly 
clothing,  he  said,  "I  would,  if  I  had  something  better  to 
wear."  These  words  pleased  Bro.  Emmert.  He  was 
glad  to  know  that  Charles  had  that  much  respect  for 
himself.  The  something  better  to  wear  was  provided, 
and  we  took  Charles  with  us  to  the  Home  where  he 
found  many  happy  boys  and  girls,  and  where  he,  too, 
was  happy. 

One  day,  however,  the  news  came  to  us  that  Charles 
had  stolen  an  orange  from  Papa  Lewis'  fruit  stand  down 
town.  Papa  Lewis  was  president  of  our  Orphan  Home 
Board.  It  fell  to  my  lot  as  matron  to  discipline  Charles. 
Calling  him  aside,  I  told  him  what  we  had  heard.  He 
quickly  replied,  "Nobody  saw  me." 

"Yes,  Charles,  God  in  heaven  saw  you  take  the 
orange." 

"I  don't  know  about  God,"  said  Charles,  tears  rolling 
down  over  his  cheeks. 

"You  do  not  know  about  God?"  I  said  in  surprise. 
"I  will  tell  you  about  God.  He  is  our  Father  in  heaven. 
He  is  good.  He  loves  us.  He  watches  over  us  day  and 
night.  He  wants  us  to  love  him  and  do  what  is  good 
and  right.  We  are  pleased  to  have  you  in  our  Home  and 
we  will  tell  you  more  about  God."  Charles  was  sorry 
for  taking  the  orange  and  thereafter  was  a  good  boy. 

In  course  of  time,  he  was  placed  in  another  home  un- 
der the  supervision  of  our  superintendent.  Charles  made 
good,  grew  to  manhood,  finally  married  and  supported  a 
home  of  his  own. 

Children  have  a  capacity  to  know  God  and  to  praise 
him  acceptably  (Matt.  21:15,  16).  Thank  God  for  Chris- 
tian parents  who  not  only  provide  food,  clothing  and 
shelter  for  their  children,  but  who  teach  them  to  know 
God  through  the  reading  of  his  word  in  their  hearing 
and  through  daily  family  prayer. 

The  good  seed  is  the  Word  of  God  (Luke  8:11). 

Here  are  some  seed  texts  for  little  ones,  for  beginners 
3  to  5  years  of  age.  Teach  one  a  month.  They  will 
help  little  children  early  in  life  to  know  about  God. 

"God  is  love"  (1  John  4:8). 

"The  Lord  is  good  to  all"  (Psa.  145:9). 

"Thy  word  is  true"  (Psa.  119:160). 

"Learn  to  do  well"  (Isa.  1:17). 

"Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord"  (Eph.  6:1). 

"Love  one  another"  (John  13:34). 

"Men  ought  always  to  pray"  (Luke  18:1). 

"The  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giver"  (2  Cor.  9:7). 

"Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me"  (Mark  10: 
14). 


"Even  a  child  is  known  by  his  doings"  (Prov.  20:11). 
A  beautiful  song  for  children  is  the  following: 

When  I  run  about  all  day 
When   I  kneel  at  night   to  pray, 
God   sees,    God   sees. 

When  I'm  dreaming  in  the  dark, 
When   I   lie  awake  and   hark, 
God  sees,  God  sees. 

Need   I   ever   know   a   fear 
Night  and  day  my  Father's  near? 
God  sees,  God  sees. 

Parents  who  invest  their  lives  in  bringing  up  their 
children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord 
have  large  returns  in  store  for  their  investment.  "The 
mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting 
upon  them  that  fear  him  [fear  lest  they  displease  God] 
and  his  righteousness  unto  children's  children;  to  such 
as  keep  his  covenant,  and  to  those  who  remember  his 
commandments  to  do  them"  (Psa.  103:17,  18). 

New  Windsor,  Md. 


"Where  Is  My  Jerusalem?" 

BY  GRACE  HILEMAN  MILLER 

"You  are  to  be  my  witnesses  to  all  this,  beginning  at 
Jerusalem,"  murmured  Mrs.  Mack  one  Thursday  morn- 
ing, in  the  midst  of  her  quiet  hour  when  she  read  and 
pondered  on  Luke  24:47  and  48. 

"Where  is  my  Jerusalem?  My  home  town?  Yes, 
surely  it  is,  for  Jerusalem  was  the  home  of  the  Christian 
religion." 

However,  as  she  pondered  and  meditated,  a  still  small 
voice  said,  "Begin  in  your  own  home." 

After  more  meditating  on  just  what  that  implied,  she 
was  forced  to  say,  "My  witnessing  must  begin 
in  my  own  heart,  for  a  witness  must  let  her  light 
shine.  How  could  it  shine  if  there  were  obstructions  in 
the  heart?  Yes,  my  witnessing  must  begin  in  my  own 
heart.  My  own  life  is  my  Jerusalem;  then  I  must  begin 
in  my  own  heart.  My  own  life  is  my  Jerusalem;  then 
I  must  witness  in  my  home  and  my  home  town.  But  I 
must  begin  with  my  own  heart." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


Envy 

BY  O.  P.  THOMAS 

If  the  other  fellow  prospers 
Right  along  beside  of  you, 
If  his  progress  is  much  better, 
Do  you  feel  a  little  blue? 

If  he  has  a  better  auto, 

Later  model,  finer  style, 

Do  you  feel  the  pangs  of  envy 

That  would  mar  a  friendly  smile? 

Envy  seeks  to  rob  another 
Of  his  wealth,  talent  or  power; 
But  it  never  finds  contentment 
In  a  calm  and  peaceful  hour. 

A  lust  for  gold,  a  lust  for  power, 
A  lust  to  conquer  all, 
Has  filled  the  world  with  sordid  hate, 
And  many  sins  befall. 
Sipesville,  Pa. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for   Sunday,   August   17 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Peter  Encourages  Suffering 
Christians.— 1  Peter  4:12-19;  5:6-11.  Golden  Text,  But 
if  a  man  suffer  as  a  Christian,  let  him  not  be  ashamed; 
but  let  him  glorify  God  in  this  name.     1  Peter  4:16. 

Christian  Workers,  Joy  Through  Christ.     John  15:11. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  He  Saw  the  Stars. 

Intermediates,    "This   Is   My   Father's  World." 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray   for   the   success   of  these   meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers   carry? 

Bro.  David  H.  Snader  of  Akron,  Pa.,  in  the  Hanover 
church,  Pa.,   Aug.   17-31. 

Bro.  Dewey  Rowe  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church,   Ind.,  Aug.   17. 

Bro.  Clayton  Gehman  of  Parkerford,  Pa.,  Aug.  31,  in 
the  Cocalico  church,  Springville  congregation,  Pa. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  Md. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Point  church,  Dunnings  Creek 
congregation,  Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Springfield  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  W.  N. 
Zobler,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Montgomery  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  W.   Fidler,   evangelist. 

Nineteen  baptized  in  the  Martinsburg  church,  W.  Va., 
Bro.  John  I.  Byler,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Maple  Spring  church,  W.  Va., 
Bro.  Joseph  Miller,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Maple  Avenue  church,  Canton, 
Ohio,  Bro.  Dwight  B.  Horner,  pastor. 

Ten  baptized  and  three  reclaimed  in  the  Paradise 
church,  Calif.,  Sister  June  Yearout,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  in  the  Allison 
Prairie  church,  111.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins, 
evangelists. 

Twenty- two  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  at  the  Ber- 
key  church,  Shade  Creek  congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  Clyde 
Weaver,  evangelist. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 
Bro.  George  W.  Anglemyer  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  whose 
baptistry  background  scene  appeared  on  the  front  page 
of  the  Messenger  for  Feb.  22,  last,  will  paint  a  large 
mural  for  the  Barren  Ridge  church  of  Second  Virginia 
during  the  week  of  Aug.  24.  Any  other  churches  in- 
terested may  get  in  touch  with  him  by  writing  him 
direct  or  through  Mrs.  Ray  Simmons,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 


This  is  the  season  of  vacations  and  vacation  trips. 
Thanks  to  Brother  and  Sister  Ralph  A.  Etter  of  the 
Fort  McKinley  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  for  thinking 
it  worth  while  to  call  on  us  and  find  out  what  the 
Publishing  House   is   like. 

Bro.  A.  P.  Blough,  former  member  of  the  General 
Mission  Board,  and  long-time  pastor  at  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
and  his  daughter,  Marguerite,  gave  us  a  pleasant  sur- 
prise the  other  day.  They  had  been  out  on  a  vaca- 
tion tour  and  thoughtfully  included  us  in  their  home- 
ward itinerary. 

Grandmother  Ikenberry  is  nearly  ninety-six  but  you 
can  hardly  believe  it  even  after  she  reminds  you  of  that 
North  Manchester  son  of  some  seventy-five  summers. 
She  came  along  out  from  Virginia  with  Grandson  Ray- 
mond Peters  and  family  and  insists  that  she  stood  the 
trip  as  well  as  any  of  them. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Peebler  of  Sedgwick,  Kans.,  has  recently 
entered  upon  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  earthly  pil- 
grimage. Before  the  infirmities  of  age  hindered  him 
he  had  served  over  forty  years  in  the  ministry.  He 
heard  Abraham  Lincoln  make  his  first  speech  as  a  can- 
didate for  President.  We  would  gratefully  reciprocate 
his  hearty  "God  bless  you." 

A  half  dozen  young  folks  from  the  Conestoga  church 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  made  up  one  party  of  our 
last  week's  visitors:  Mildred  Myer,  Verda  Myer,  Min- 
erva Albright,  Ethel  Myer,  J.  Hershey  Myer,  Joel 
Buckwalter.  They  had  been  attending  a  Camp  Mack 
conference  and  ventured  a  little  farther  west  to  see  the 
Publishing  House  and  the  kindred  and  friends  here. 

Student-pastor  of  a  Baltimore  Methodist  church  while 
he  completes  his  course  in  Western  Maryland  College 
at  Westminster,  Rev.  Lester  Welch  has  about  the  heavi- 
est program  of  weekly  activities  ever  to  come  to  our  at- 
tention. Is  it  his  matrimonial  connection  with  Brethren 
stock  of  the  Bonsack  brand  that  explains  his  ability  to 
carry  it?  At  least  that  explains  the  fact  that  he  and 
Mrs.  Welch  came  our  way  on  their  vacation  tour. 

Over  a  year  ago,  the  date  was  July  5,  1940,  Bro.  A.  A. 
Kurtz  of  the  East  Nimishillen  church  of  Northeastern 
Ohio  passed  on  to  his  reward  at  the  age  of  sixty-four. 
Through  an  oversight  no  obituary  was  sent  to  the  Mes- 
senger. He  was  very  active  in  both  church  and  civic 
affairs,  and  this  mention  is  given  here  for  the  informa- 
tion of  interested  friends.  "His  good  companion  con- 
tinues her  faithful  service  to  the  church  they  both 
loved." 

Bro.  Wang  Tung  of  Ping  Ting,  Shansi,  and  the  first 
member  of  our  church  in  China  to  come  to  America, 
was  a  week-end  guest  of  Elgin  friends  and  our  Sunday 
morning  minister.  It  was  an  interesting  coincidence 
that  he  should  have  in  his  audience  his  own  English 
teacher  of  years  ago,  Missionary  Olivia  Ikenberry,  who 
was  on  her  way  to  a  conference  at  Lake  Geneva.  Bro. 
Wang  is  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  but  has  been  in  a  num- 
ber of  our  Brethren  camps  this  summer.  In  September 
he  goes  to  Seattle  to  spend  the  winter  in  "Y"  work 
there. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Dunnings  Creek  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 
will  have  an  all-day  home-coming  at  the  Holsinger 
house  Sept.  7.  Bro.  John  D.  Ellis  of  Johnstown  will  be 
the  afternoon  speaker.  "This  church  invites  her  former 
friends  and  neighbors  who  worshiped  here  to  return  and 
enjoy  the  day  with  us.  Noon  meal  of  basket  lunch 
stylet" 

On  page  13  will  be  found  the  first  of  an  interesting 
series  of  articles  by  Archer  Wallace.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  many  readers  to  know  that  Dr.  Wallace  is 
associate  editor  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
for  the  United  Church  of  Canada.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  that  articles  by  Dr.  Wallace  have  appeared  in  the 
pages  of  the  Messenger. 

Minutes  of  Annual  Conference  should  be  printed  by 
the  time  you  read  these  lines.  There  was  some  delay 
due  to  the  paper  situation,  but  now  the  paper  is  here 
and  the  presses  have  been  at  work.  District  clerks, 
if  they  have  not  already  done  so,  should  order  the 
proper  number  of  copies  of  the  Minutes  sent  to  each 
church  of  their  respective  districts. 

On  Aug.  4  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  No.  1  near 
Manistee,  Mich.,  was  closed  and  the  camp  personnel 
moved  into  Camp  Stronach.  Brotherhood  Hearth,  as 
it  had  been  named,  was  too  small  to  handle  conscien- 
tious objectors  in  that  area.  All  correspondence  should 
now  be  addressed  to  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp  No. 
17,   Camp   Stronach,   Manistee,  Mich. 

The  West  Manchester  church  of  Middle  Indiana  will 
celebrate  its  golden  anniversary  with  an  all-day  pro- 
gram Aug.  31.  In  the  morning  Pastor  T.  G.  Weaver  will 
give  a  harvest  message.  In  the  afternoon  Eld.  Otho 
Winger  will  speak  and  direct  a  period  of  reminiscences. 
Basket  dinner.  "Former  members  and  friends,  former 
ministers  and  elders  are  invited  to  worship  at  West 
Manchester  on  that  day." 

The  Southeastern  Regional  Conference  will  be  held 
at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Aug.  27-29.  A  strong  and  interest- 
ing program  is  in  prospect.  The  meeting  will  furnish 
splendid  opportunities  for  fellowship  and  the  considera- 
tion of  church  work  today.  The  detail  of  the  program 
will  appear  in  next  week's  Messenger  as  it  came  to  hand 
as  the  last  forms  for  this  paper  were  ready  to  be  closed. 
Those  requiring  lodging  for  the  period  of  the  conference 
should  write  Minor  C.  Miller,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

The  Southern  Indiana  district  conference  which  was 
mentioned  last  week  will  have  President  Schwalm  of 
Manchester  College  throughout  the  meeting.  Pastor 
Clarence  W.  Baldwin  of  the  Indianapolis  Union  Con- 
gregational Christian  Church,  liquor  traffic  fighter,  will 
speak  Wednesday  on  The  Outlook  for  Liquor  Control. 
Miss  Nellie  Young  will  speak  both  at  the  general  ses- 
sion and  at  a  group  meeting  of  children's  workers.  Re- 
member the  place,  Rossville,  and  the  time,  Aug.  26-28. 

If  you  change  your  address,  please  give  your  name 
and  address  exactly  as  it  appeared  on  your  Messenger 
or  Messenger  wrapper,  then  state  how  you  want  your 
paper  addressed.  The  first  is  necessary  in  order  that 
we  may  identify  the  subscriber,  the  second  that  the 
address  may  be  as  you  want  it.  We  cannot  possibly 
know  whether  J.  M.  Doe  of  Anytown  is  the  same 
person  or  a  different  individual  from  John  M.  Doe  of 
the  same  place.  Allow  at  least  two  weeks  for  the 
change  of  address  to  be  made. 


The  Silver  Lake  church,  near  Roseland,  Nebr.,  will 
hold  what  will  probably  be  the  last  love  feast  in  that 
church  Saturday  evening,  Aug.  30.  Look  in  next  issue 
for  a  picture  of  this  church  and  the  answer  to  the 
question  in  your  mind. 

The  County  Line  church,  formerly  Indian  Creek,  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  will  have  its  first  home-coming 
program  Sept.  14.  Basket  lunch  at  noon.  "We  extend 
to  all  former  pastors,  ministers  and  friends  a  personal 
invitation  to  come  and  spend  a  day  of  fellowship  with 


With  Our  Schools 

Bridgewater  College 

The  sixty-second  year  will  open  on  Sept.  15.  The 
outlook  for  the  session  is  entirely  normal. 

The  men's  dormitory,  Wardo  Hall,  is  being  complete- 
ly renovated  this  summer  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000. 
The  equipment  will  be  thoroughly  modern  and  will 
add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  residents  of  the  building. 

Morley  J.  Mays,  a  Juniata  College  graduate  and  now 
a  graduate  student  at  the  University  of  Chicago  has 
been  chosen  as  Dr.  Flory's  successor.  He  will  assume 
his  duties  as  head  of  the  English  department  in  Sep- 
tember. 

The  college  has  announced  the  resignation  of  Paul 
D.  Horst,  treasurer  of  the  college,  and  Mrs.  Lera  W. 
Miller,  dean  of  women.  Cecil  C.  Ikenberry,  recently 
of  Johnson  City,  Tennessee,  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater 
and  Bethany,  has  been  appointed  treasurer  of  the 
college  and  assumed  his  duties  on  July  1.  No  appoint- 
ment of  dean  of  women  has  as  yet  been  announced. 

The  retirement  of  Dr.  John  S.  Flory  from  the  faculty 
of  the  college  after  a  continuous  connection  of  forty- 
seven  years  was  announced  at  the  end  of  the  session 
in  June.  This  unusual  record  was  appropriately  cele- 
brated during  the  year  in  a  testimonial  dinner  to  Dr. 
Flory  at  which  President  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College 
and  the  General  Education  Board,  was  the  speaker. 
Dr.  Flory  will  continue  his  connection  as  President 
Emeritus  of  the  college  and  will  be  in  and  out  among 
us  as  an  honored  teacher  and  associate. 


Manchester  College 
Commencement  exercises  June  2,  1941,  marked  the 
closing  of  a  very  successful  year  at  Manchester  College; 
146  were  graduated,  receiving  baccalaureate  degrees. 
Our  commencement  speaker  was  Dr.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh, 
dean  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  In  consideration  of 
their  outstanding  work  in  the  field  of  education,  the 
college  conferred  upon  Dr.  A.  J.  Brumbaugh  and  Pro- 
fessor W.  W.  Peters  the  honorary  degree  LL.D. 

President  Otho  Winger,  after  years  of  hard  and  sac- 
rificial service  as  president  of  Manchester  College,  is 
retiring  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term.  Two  years 
ago  he  and  Mrs.  Winger  moved  from  their  home  across 
the  street  from  the  college  to  their  home  in  the  west 
part  of  North  Manchester,  where  they  will  maintain 
their  residence  in  the  future.  Much  could  and  should 
be  said  about  these  years  of  sacrificial  service,  but 
space  will  not  permit  here.  Recognition  of  his  ser- 
vices is  being  given  by  many  individuals  and  organiza- 
tions. This  spring  the  business  men  and  faculty  pre- 
( Continued  on  Page  24) 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


The  Pacific  Mission  in   Northern   California 


BY  WM.  M.  BEAHM 


In  order  to  make  the  impact  of  the  1941  Annual 
Conference  as  great  as  possible  upon  the  Pacific 
Coast  Region  and  to  carry  something  of  its  in- 
spiration and  guidance  to  those  churches  situated 
at  such  a  distance  from  La  Verne  as  to  make  a 
large  representation  at  the  meeting  difficult,  the 
Pacific  Coast  Regional  Advisory  Council  arranged 
for  a  team  of  five  missioners  to  visit  in  all  of  the 
districts  of  the  region  other  than  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona  where  the  Conference  was 
held.  The  team  consisted  of  Leland  S.  and  Marie 
Brubaker  of  Elgin,  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne, 
and  William  and  Esther  Beahm  of  Chicago.  Since 
it  was  impossible  for  the  team  to  visit  every 
church  in  the  five  districts  involved,  a  schedule 
was  arranged  taking  them  into  strategic  centers 
where  usually  other  congregations  could  attend, 
thereby  actually  bringing  a  meeting  within  reach 
of  most  of  the  churches  in  the  territory  involved. 

The  District  of  Northern  California  was  an  ex- 
cellent one  in  which  to  inaugurate  the  work  of 
this  mission.  The  churches  had  been  well  repre- 
sented at  the  La  Verne  Conference,  whose  after- 
glow was  found  to  be  bright.  A  number  of  vis- 
itors were  also  lingering  there  before  returning  to 
their  distant  homes.  The  writer  had  traversed 
the  area  before  and  had  known  many  of  the  pas- 
tors and  members.  But  on  no  previous  occasion 
had  it  been  possible  to  visit  any  of  the  churches 
or  homes.  It  was  much  like  meeting  a  familiar 
but  previously  unseen  friend. 

The  first  stop  was  at  McFarland  on  June  26.  The 
fruit  harvest  was  heavy  but  a  goodly  crowd  at- 
tended the  meeting  where  Biblical  and  church 
topics  were  considered.  Generous  hospitality  was 
provided  in  the  homes  of  Pastor  John  Coffman 
and  the  twin  sisters  of  our  lamented  Minneva 
Neher — Mrs.  Dee  Whisler  and  Mrs.  Emerson  Root. 
Plums  and  apricots  were  in  full  harvest  and  an  in- 
forming tour  was  arranged  over  the  surrounding 
farming  area. 

On  Friday,  June  27,  the  mission  proceeded  to 
Fresno  which  lies  in  the  heart  of  a  large  and  pro- 
ductive agricultural  area.  The  church  here  is 
notable  this  year  for  lending  its  pastor,  Forest 
Eisenbise,  to  the  relief  and  refugee  work  in  China. 
Meanwhile  it  was  served  by  Brother  George  Carl 
until  his  untimely  but  characteristic  death  led  to 
the  present  genial  work  of  Glenn  Harmon  and 
wife.  The  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Floyd  A. 
Yearout  was  opened  to  the  whole  mission  group. 


It  was  a  bit  difficult  to  find,  but  brimful  of  charm 
and  impossible  to  forget. 

The  trip  up  to  Empire  was  interesting  to  us  all. 
It  included  a  rewarding  trip  to  Yosemite  Valley 
where  all  ever  said  proved  true.  The  early  homes 
of  both  Leland  and  Marie  Woody  Brubaker  were 
visited  at  Merced  and  Empire  respectively.  After 
their  arrival  at  Empire,  the  missioners  were  enter- 
tained in  the  homes  of  Pastor  Esbensen  and  Sister 
Grant  Tooker.  Sunday,  June  29,  was  a  busy  day. 
In  the  morning  the  Beahms  went  to  the  Modesto 
church,  Marie  Brubaker  went  to  Waterford,  and 
Leland  preached  at  Empire.  A  basket  dinner  was 
then  served  at  Empire  for  everyone.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  impressive  service  during  which  the 
cornerstone  of  the  new  Empire  church  was  laid. 
Brother  C.  H.  Deardorff  is  assisting  in  this  build- 
ing and  his  direction  of  this  dedicatory  service 
proved  him  to  be  far  more  than  a  good  architect. 

In  the  evening  most  of  the  surrounding  church- 
es joined  in  attending  sectional  conferences  which 
were  followed  by  a  single  mass  meeting.  The  Em- 
pire people  are  fortunate  in  being  able  to  use  the 
grammar  school  building  while  their  own  church 
house  is  under  construction.  Brother  Niels  Esben- 
sen is  the  vigorous  leader  of  this  important  rural 
congregation  with  its  large  community  program. 
In  near-by  Modesto  a  nourishing  work  is  led  by 
Brother  Paul  Studebaker.  The  Modesto  radio  sta- 
tion had  given  charge  of  its  church  hour  that  week 
to  Brother  Esbensen  and  on  Monday  morning  he 
presented  Leland  Brubaker  in  an  impressive  de- 
votional service.  After  happy  farewells  the  mis- 
sion proceeded  to  Live  Oak. 

Live  Oak  is  in  the  northern  part  of  California 
and  its  agricultural  aspects  differ  somewhat  from 
those  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  It  is  the  family 
home  of  Moderator  C.  Ernest  Davis  and  the  mis- 
sion party  was  happy  to  pick  him  up  here  as  he 
had  been  unable  to  leave  La  Verne  with  the  rest 
of  us  on  the  26th.  He  presided  over  the  evening 
meeting  which  was  arranged  for  the  members 
from  Sacramento,  Chico,  Paradise  and  Live  Oak. 
Hospitality  was  provided  in  the  homes  of  the  pas- 
tor, Paul  Daugherty,  of  the  sisters  of  Brother 
Davis,  and  of  Gertrude  Fager  in  Chico. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  July  1,  the  journey  was 
resumed  northward  up  the  Sacramento  Valley. 
The  heat  was  compensated  for  by  views  of  two 
famous  California  peaks.  Mt.  Lassen  is  famous 
for  its  periodic  volcanic  threats.    Mt.  Shasta  is  in 
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What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  August  16-23 


Susie  M.  Thomas  and  Bessie  M.  Crim  went  to  China  as 
missionaries  in  the  past  two  years.  They  are  both  studying 
the  Chinese  language  in  preparation  for  their  work.  At  the 
present  time,  they  are  both  in  the  Language  School  located  in 
the  Philippine  Islands. 

By  using  the  Prayer  Calendar  each  day  and  each  week,  you 
are  made  acquainted  with  every  active  missionary  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  Each  name  appears  at  least  once 
during  the  year. 


BESSIE  M.  CRIM 


SUSIE  M.  THOMAS 


a  class  by  itself — "lonely  as  God  and  white  as  a 
winter  moon."  It  dominated  the  day's  travel  by 
its  towering  presence  and  by  the  fascination  of  its 
namesakes,  Shasta  Dam  and  Shasta  Springs.  It 
escorted  us  over  the  Oregon  border. 

The  church  in  Northern  California  is  well  estab- 
lished on  a  flourishing  agricultural  foundation.  It 
has  achieved  some  maturity  and  now  faces  the 
stresses  and  possibilities  of  changing  economic 
conditions  with  courage  and  hope.  We  were  great- 
ly benefited  by  our  period  of  fellowship  with 
them.  They  are  already  looking  forward  to  the 
Annual  Conference  of  1946. 

Chicago,  III. 


Echoes  From  India 

BY  JOY  C.   FASNACHT 
Number  4 

Each  year  the  mission  churches  present  Christian  pro- 
grams in  the  jatra  or  fair.  Mission  workers  prepared 
a  large  structure  of  bamboos,  corrugated  iron  sheeting 
and  matting  to  accommodate  these  meetings.  Many 
Christians  are  hungering  for  worship  services,  and  many 
non-Christians  attend  when  possible.  The  non-Chris- 
tians seem  to  come  out  of  curiosity  at  first,  then  become 
so  interested  that  they  attend  regularly.  A  meeting  was 
held  each  afternoon.  The  churches  in  the  villages  of  this 
area  took  turns  at  conducting  the  afternoon  programs. 
One  afternoon  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  organization  conducted  a 
ladies'  meeting.  Among  the  several  hundred  women  at- 
tending were  the  wives  and  children  of  the  leading 
merchants,  schoolteachers  and  railway  officials  of  Vyara. 

The  attendance  at  the  evening  meetings  ranged  from 
two  hundred  fifty  to  five  hundred.  The  evening  pro- 
grams were  opened  with  singing,  accompanied  by  rhyth- 
mic hand  clapping,  cymbals,  and  drum-beating.  When 
the  music  began  the  people  gathered,  for  all  love  music. 
After  the  crowd  was  gathered  and  seated  on  benches  or 
mats,  a  lecture  accompanied  by  magic  lantern  colored 
slides  was  given.  Many  of  the  slide-lectures  were  on 
health  problems,  such  as  malaria,  tuberculosis  and  li- 
quor. Child  welfare  and  maternity  care  were  also  con- 
sidered. Religious  slides  were  shown  each  evening, 
illustrating  the  life  and  teaching  of  Christ  and  showing 
other  Bible  stories.  Most  of  the  slide  lectures  were  given 
by  an  Indian  Christian  leader  from  a  distant  village. 

Christian    attendants    sold    more    than    five    hundred 


gospels  and  tracts  during  the  fair.  Many  were  sold  to 
illiterate  people  who  will  get  someone  else  to  read  to 
them.  During  the  meetings  a  number  of  Christian 
farmers  gave  their  personal  witness  of  the  full  life  in 
Christ. 

Our  facility  with  the  language  does  not  enable  us  to 
understand  the  speeches.  Although  we  pick  up  a  few 
words,  we  seldom  catch  a  complete  thought.  However, 
there  was  a  great  deal  we  could  enjoy  and  learn  from 
the  Christian  contacts.  From  attending  some  of  the 
Christian  meetings  at  the  fair  I  definitely  felt  that  the 
Christians  were  drinking  in  every  word  that  was  said, 
and  hungering  for  more. 

Some  of  the  non-Christian  jungle  people  attended  the 
meetings.  The  women  wore  many  bracelets,  anklets, 
and  necklaces  of  silver,  of  coins,  and  of  heavy  stones. 
What  a  burden  those  heavy  ornaments  must  be  to  carry- 
around  with  them!  And  how  much  heavier  must  be 
the  burden  of  their  ignorance,  superstition  and  filth! 
Our  hope  is  that,  as  these  non-Christians  return  to  their 
homes,  they  will  wish  to  seize  every  opportunity  to  seek 
more  truth. 

The  Christians  and  missionaries  feel  that  the  fair  fur- 
nishes a  splendid  opportunity  to  spread  the  good  tidings 
among  some  who  would  not  be  reached  in  any  other 
way.  Perhaps  some  will  be  so  interested  after  this 
initial  contact  that  they  will  seek  out  a  village  master  or 
a  missionary  and  ask  to  be  instructed  in  the  Jesus  way. 
These  people  need  the  prayers  of  all,  that  they  may 
be  led  to  find  the  true  God  and  a  more  abundant  life. 

Vyara,  India. 


Death  of  Mrs.  A.  E.  Parker  in  India 

BY   CHARLES    D.    BONSACK 

All  of  our  India  missionary  families  and  many  of  their 
acquaintances  in  America  will  be  grieved  to  learn  of  the 
rather  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  A.  E.  Parker,  who  with  her 
devoted  husband,  Dr.  A.  E.  Parker,  was  in  charge  of 
the  Woodstock  School  for  children  of  missionaries  lo- 
cated at  Landour  in  North  India.  Her  death  occurred 
about  six  hours  after  an  operation  for  strangulated 
bowel.  While  she  had  the  best  of  medical  care,  her 
strength  was  unable  to  bear  the  shock  of  a  difficult  and 
complicated  surgical  operation.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Parker 
had  just  been  to  America  on  an  early  furlough,  where 
she  had  apparently  recovered  from  an  illness  during  her 
last  term  on  the  field.  They  were  locating  at  the  Jumna 
Christian  High  School,  Allahabad,  on  their  return.  It 
was  here  just  as  they  were  getting  settled  that  she 
passed  away. 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  will  be  remembered  by  thou- 
sands of  children  all  over  the  world  for  their  seventeen 
years  of  principalship  at  the  Woodstock  School  from 
1922  to  1939.  Here  the  writer  spent  a  few  delightful 
hours  in  their  good  home,  with  his  traveling  comrades 
in  1935.  They  were  most  gracious  hosts  indeed.  Their 
interest  in  the  best  things  of  the  Christian  cause,  their 
kindly  devotion  to  the  young  people  in  their  care,  their 
gentle  and  understanding  minds  comprehending  what 
was  best  for  their  large  family  of  students,  and  their 
fine  example  in  Christian  leadership  shall  never  be  for- 
gotten. 

We  learn  that  it  is  the  plan  of  Dr.  Parker  to  continue 
his  work  in  India.  We  extend  to  him  sincere  sympathy 
and  appreciation  for  his  large  contribution  to  the  ideals 
and  guidance  of  our  missionary  families.  Dr.  Parker 
was  also  well  known  to  many  of  our  people  in  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  up  and  attended  one  of  our  Sunday 
schools  occasionally.  He  held  to  the  finest  Christian 
ideals  that  all  accept  as  vital  to  Christian  character,  and 
he  exemplified  them  in  his  daily  contact  with  youth. 
These  things  were  also  graciously  shared  by  his  good 
wife.  Long  will  live  the  influence  of  their  character  and 
devotion  in  a  large  group  of  splendid  young  people  in 
many  lands. 

Elgin,  III. 


Magnolia  Camp  News  Letter 

BY  J.   H.   MATHIS 

The  Camp  at  a  Glance 

Magnolia  Camp  is  now  in  the  ninth  week  of  its  his- 
tory. During  that  time  many  things  have  happened. 
In  the  first  place,  an  abandoned  weed-covered  camp 
that  was  very  much  out  of  repair  has  taken  on  the  as- 
pect of  a  livable  home  where  forty  men,  with  the  help 
of  leaders,  are  endeavoring  to  live  together  as  Chris- 
tians and  at  the  same  time  carry  on  a  distinctive  serv- 
ice to  their  fellow  men. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  there  are  so  few  members  of 
the  historic  peace  churches  in  this  territory  our  men 
come  from  many  denominations.  A  study  of  the  rec- 
ords by  denominations  and  states  gives  the  following 
figures: 

By    Denominations  Protestant    Evangelical    1 

Brethren      9       World's     Student    Federation  1 


By  Slates 


40 


Baptist      5 

Church   of  Christ    3 

Evangelical   and  Reformed  . .  3 

None  3       Missouri     13 

Christian 2       Texas    7 

Church   of  God    2 

Congregational 


Oklahoma      5 

Methodist    ^ ............ .'.'.'.  2       Alabama      3 


Iowa    2 

Tennessee      2 


Florida     l 


Pentecostal     2 

Presbyterian    2 

Assembly    of    God    1 

Holiness     1       Louisiana     _1 

Jehovah's    Witness     1  40 

There  is  also  a  wide  difference  in  the  occupations 
formerly  followed  by  the  men  in  camp.  A  cross  sec- 
tion of  the  campers  shows  that  there  are  two  ministers, 
one  theological  student,  a  manual  training  teacher,  a 
clerk,  an  interior  decorator,  an  electrical  lineman,  a 
professional  peace  worker,  several  farmers,  an  insur- 
ance salesman,   and   an   advertising   agent. 

Politically,  too,  there  are  differences.  We  have  sup- 
porters of  both  major  parties  and  minority  groups  plus 
several  nonpartisans.     The  existence  of  these  differenc- 


es, though  creating  some  unique  problems,  offers  a 
splendid  opportunity  for  the  development  of  mutual 
respect  and  tolerance,  and  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the  nature  and  value  of  the  democratic  process  in  the 
solution  of  common  problems. 

Many   Enrollees    Uninformed 

Men  from  this  section  coming  into  camp  are  quite 
uninformed  as  to  what  the  camp  will  be  like.  Some 
think  they  are  entering  a  concentration  camp.  There- 
fore only  those  of  strongest  convictions  stand  the  test. 
This  is  one  reason  why  more  than  half  of  the  men 
previously  assigned  have  not  arrived. 

Publicity 

The  departure  of  several  of  the  men  for  camp  was 
the  occasion  for  publicity  in  their  local  newspapers. 
Their  classification  as  objectors  to  military  service 
brought  to  the  public  attention  the  existence  of  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps. 

In  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,  Sunday,  July  20,  there 
appeared  a  very  favorable  article  on  the  Magnolia 
Camp.  It  was  written  by  a  St.  Louis  reporter  who 
spent  two  days  visiting  us  and  learning  of  our  program. 

Camp  Staff 

Because  of  the  fact  that  our  camp  has  not  grown  in 
numbers  as  rapidly  as  we  had  anticipated  we  have 
not  added  to  the  personnel  of  our  staff.  We  have  but 
three  paid  workers — director,  business  manager,  and 
dietician.  One  of  our  campers  is  well  qualified  to 
direct  the  educational  program.  One  is  also  acceptably 
taking  the  place  of  camp  nurse.  Manual  training 
courses,  shorthand  and  other  subjects  will  be  taught 
by  campers  who  are  well  qualified  to  give  these  courses. 
We  expect  to  add  to  our  staff  as  the  camp  increases 
in   numbers. 

Camp    Equipment 

With  a  limited  amount  of  funds  available  for  the 
purchase  of  equipment  it  has  been  necessary  to  econ- 
omize, securing  only  those  items  essential  to  the  im- 
mediate development  of  the  camp.  The  physical  ap- 
pearance of  the  camp  is  rapidly  rounding  into  first-class 
shape,  however,  and  it  is  expected  that  all  repairs  will 
soon  be  completed  and  the  decks  cleared  for  some 
much  needed  new  building  projects  such  as  clothes 
cabinets,  tables,  desks,  etc. 

Work   Projects 

The  work  program  for  the  camp  is  administrated  by 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service.  Except  for  a  limited 
number  reserved  for  the  maintenance  of  the  camp 
buildings  and  grounds,  each  enrollee  works  forty  hours 
per  week  in  the  field  in  soil  erosion  prevention  and 
also  puts  in  extra  work  around  the  camp  site.  We 
believe  that  in  saving  the  soil  of  this  community  we 
will  be  feeding  many  hungry  people  of  the  generations 
that  shall  come  after  us.  Southern  Arkansas  has  lost 
half  of  its  original  top  soil  in  the  past  one  hundred 
years  through  lack  of  planned  control.  One  need  not 
be  a  prophet  to  imagine  what  will  be  in  the  future  if 
this  waste  is  not  checked.  According  to  reports  from 
the  farmers  and  district  superintendent  of  the  S.  C.  S. 
the  work  has  been  more  than  satisfactory.  It  is  not 
unusual  to  hear  surprised  comments,  such  as  "Why, 
ten  fellows  do  more  work  than  thirty  of  the  former 
men  used  to  do." 

Camp  Life 

The  spirit  of  the  enrollees  has  been  excellent.     And 
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now  that  the  initial  shock  of  conscription  is  wearing 
off  the  atmosphere  is  being  cleared  for  the  launching 
of  an  educational  program  of  an  informal  though  in- 
tensive  and   interesting   nature. 

In  camp  an  informal,  good-natured,  give-and-take 
atmosphere  prevails  which  is  conducive  to  the  building 
of  strong  and  deep  fellowship  among  the  men.  It 
also  adds  to  the  spirit  of  democracy  within  the  camp. 
For  here  policies  and  procedures  are  determined  in 
both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  democratic  framework 
which  has  been  established. 

The  health  of  the  campers  thus  far  has  been  good. 
Plenty  of  good  food,  sunshine,  and  exercise  have  as- 
sured the  physical  fitness  necessary  to  camp  life. 

In  place  of  the  usual  camp  nurse,  Camp  Magnolia  is 
fortunate  in  having  an  enrollee  with  special  training 
to  act  in  this  capacity,  giving  full  time  to  maintaining 
the  hospital  on  the  camp  grounds. 

Volunteer  Committees 

Several  volunteer  committees  are  working  to  increase 
the  spiritual  and  religious  level  of  the  camp;  also  the 
home  life  of  the  community.  Recently  the  Volunteer 
Home  Visitation  Committee  discovered  a  family  very 
much  in  need  of  medical  assistance.  Our  camp  nurse 
has  been  making  regular  calls  which  have  brought 
definite  results  in  relieving  suffering  and  establishing 
a  feeling  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  underprivi- 
leged  toward   our  group. 

Community  Attitude 

One  of  the  big  problems  has  been  that  of  breaking 
down  the  naturally  skeptical  and  reticent  attitude  of 
the  local  community  towards  its  new  neighbors.  Feel- 
ing that  it  was  wise  to  move  slowly  at  first,  we  have 
tried  to  earn  our  right  to  the  friendship  of  the  people 
of  the  community. 

Gradually  the  community  is  becoming  more  under- 
standing of  the  position  of  conscientious  objectors  to 
military  training  and  is  showing  itself  more  willing  to 
accept  the  enrollees  for  what  they  are.  This  is  evi- 
denced by  the  growing  hospitality  of  the  churches  and 
their  individual  members. 

Magnolia,  Ark. 


Peace  News 

COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 
To  the  Webster  News  Times  of  Webster  Groves,  Mo., 
there  recently  went  a  letter  from  a  camper  of  Camp 
Magnolia  that  has  in  it  several  matters  of  unusual  in- 
terest. He  describes  the  camp  grounds  thus:  "They  are 
rather  level,  surrounded  by  gentle  hills.  All  about  us 
are  large,  beautiful  trees.  The  woods  are  full  of  beau- 
tiful pines.  .  .  .  The  camp  consists  of  about  twenty 
large,  white,  airy  buildings.  At  present  we  have  only 
about  sixteen  men  to  a  cabin  though  they  are  capable 
of  housing  twenty-four  comfortably.  Each  man  has  his 
own  individual  locker.  The  beds  and  other  facilities 
are  very  comfortable.  ,  The  meals  are  unusually  good — 
well  balanced  and  sufficient  and  quite  varied.  There 
are  now  (July  12)  thirty  draftees  in  the  camp,  which 
opened  about  a  month  ago.  They  come  from  seven  dif- 
ferent states.  .  .  .  One  of  the  nicest  things  about  the 
camp  is  the  men  who  are  here.  They  are  all  so  con- 
genial and  so  co-operative.  And  the  honesty  is  almost 
unbelievable.  .  .  .  The  men  range  in  age  from  twenty- 


one  to  thirty-four  years.  In  the  previous  occupations, 
we  find  farmers,  clerks,  salesmen,  managers  of  advertis- 
ing agencies,  and  professional  men  such  as  doctors." 

Andrew  W.  Cordier  of  Manchester  College  and  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  is  our  representative  on 
the  goodwill  mission  to  South  America  in  co-operation 
with  the  Mennonites  and  Friends.  Dr.  Cordier  is  a 
world  traveler  and  widely  acknowledged  authority  on 
international  issues. 

M.  R.  Zigler,  in  addition  to  his  many  other  responsi- 
bilities, was  asked  by  the  recent  Conference  to  take 
over  the  directorship  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  pro- 
gram until  some  permanent  arrangement  can  be  made. 
Bro.  Zigler  was  one  of  the  main  leaders  in  getting  this 
significant  program  under  way.  Bro.  Paul  H.  Bowman, 
who  had  been  the  director  for  the  past  six  months,  or 
until  July  1,  had  been  loaned  by  Bridgewater  College 
for  this  period  to  initiate  the  program.  The  church  is 
deeply  indebted  to  Bro.  Bowman  for  the  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  the  program  has  been  launched. 

One  thousand  and  fifteen  men  had  been  assigned  to 
report  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  over  the 
country  by  July  1.  Today,  July  18,  shows  that  only 
602  conscientious  objectors  were  actually  inducted.  The 
following  chart  shows  the  distribution  of  assignees  to 
the  camps: 

Brethren   Service   Committee — 257 
American  Friends  Service  Committee — 294 
Mennonite  Central  Committee — 464 

Eighteen  Service  camps  have  been  set  up,  four  in 
charge  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  eight  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  four  by  the  Men- 
nonite Central  Committee,  one  by  the  Association  of 
Catholic  C.  O.'s,  and  one  under  the  joint  control  of  the 
Mennonites  and  Brethren. 

Human  tragedy  reveals  great  spirits.  This  is  very 
true  in  the  Rue  Lessor  Boys'  School,  Marseille,  France. 
"This  school  is  an  old  one,  the  canteen  is  an  old  class- 
room transformed  into  a  makeshift  kitchen  and  canteen 
all  in  one,  a  very  humble  little  place  but  the  spirit  here 
that  animates  the  canteen  is  beautiful.  The  cantiniere 
has  a  child  of  her  own  twelve  years  old  and  she  knows 
how  hungry  growing  children  are  and  sympathizes  with 
them.  They  keep  strictly  to  the  prescribed  rations  but 
both  the  school  director  and  the  cantiniere  say  that 
these  rations  no  longer  satisfy  the  boys'  appetites  now 
that  they  have  so  little  to  eat  at  home.  The  director  of 
the  school  has  always  done  social  work  besides  his 
school  responsibilities.  In  his  cupboard  there  was  a  soli- 
tary pair  of  small  trousers  left  over  from  the  time  when 
such  things  could  be  bought.  He  showed  me  the  table 
where,  he  said,  the  clothes  used  to  be  put  out  for  the 
mothers  to  choose  what  their  boys  needed.  But  now 
all  that  was  a  thing  of  the  past  and  I  realized  that  not 
being  able  to  do  so  any  more  was  causing  him  real  suf- 
fering. He  still  had  a  few  scant  provisions  put  aside  for 
his  proteges,  a  small  bag  of  sweets  that  he  showed  me. 

"  'What  is  this?'  I  asked.     He  looked  embarrassed. 

"  'That  is  a  little  bread,'  he  said,  'in  case  a  child 
should  be  hungry.' 

"  'But  isn't  that  your  bread,  your  ration  for  the  day?' 

"He  looked  even  more  embarrassed  and  finally  burst 
out:  What  else  can  I  do  when  a  boy  is  hungry  and  has 
no  bread?' 

"I  thought  [says  the  reporter  of  this  event]  this  was 
better  than  following  the  Bible  precept  to  share  one's 
bread  with  the  hungry,  for  he  was  giving  all." 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


How  Your 
Publishing   House 
Can   Serve   the 
Local   Church  .  .  . 

being  a  brief  story  of  how  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  came 
to  be,  became  church  owned, 
and  now  tries  to  serve  the  broth- 
erhood .  .  . 

Your  Brethren  Publishing  House 

By  J.   E.   Miller,    Secretary   of  Annual   Conference 

As  I  write  these  lines  in  the  spacious  plant  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  my  thoughts  revert  to  the 
little  springhouse  near  Poland,  Ohio,  where  Henry 
Kurtz  brought  forth  the  Gospel  Visitor  in  April  1853; 
to  the  small  printing  plant  at  Tyrone,  Pa.,  where  in  1865 
H.  R.  Holsinger  printed  the  first  Christian  Family  Com- 
panion "by  permission  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren"; 
and  to  Lanark,  111.,  where  Moore,  Eshelman  and  Myers 
issued  the  first  Brethren  at  Work  in  1876  on  a  small 
hand  press  propelled  in  part  by  the  editors. 

I  also  think  of  the  small  papers  issued,  the  meager 
circulation  and  the  cold  reception  with  which  the  ef- 
forts of  these  men  were  greeted.  Truly  those  early 
editors  possessed  their  souls  in  patience  and  toiled  hard 
but  not  in  vain.  As  I  type  these  lines  I  am  surrounded 
by  hundreds  of  volumes  that  come  from  the  fifteen 
presses,  driven  by  two  large  dynamos  whose  power 
comes  from  carloads  of  coal  fed  into  two  150-horse- 
power  boilers.  The  change  from  human  handpower  to 
electrically  driven  machinery,  from  small  quarters  to  a 
large  four-story  brick  building,  and  from  a  few  indi- 
viduals to  a  force  of  ninety  employees  is  truly  as- 
tounding. And  think  of  the  growth  of  the  editorial 
force,  the  increase  in  the  number  and  scope  of  the  pub- 
lications and  the  far  reach  from  Henry  Kurtz's  300  sub- 
scribers to  the  thousands  of  subscribers  now.  All  this 
is  wonderful. 

In  those  early  days  the  church  "tolerated"  the  press 
and  did  not  see  its  way  clear  to  forbid  it  as  a  "private 
enterprise."  Now  the  church  encourages,  supports,  owns 
and  controls  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  with  its 
varied  interests.  We  do  well  to  take  off  our  hats  in 
honor  of  D.  L.  Miller,  Daniel  Vaniman,  Joseph  Amick, 
James  Quinter,  the  Brumbaugh  brothers,  H.  R.  Hol- 
singer and  others  who  had  the  wisdom  to  foresee,  the 
skill  to  plan  and  execute,  the  patience  to  endure  and  the 
power  to  lead  and  persuade  an  unwilling  constituency 
that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  should  have  and  could 
have  its  own  publications  and  should  receive  the  profits 
accruing  therefrom. 

Truly  marvelous  is  the  story  of  the  development  of 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House  to  those  who  know  and 
love  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Each  of  you  is  a 
stockholder  in  this  great  organization.  Yes,  you  are  one 
of  its  directors  and  regularly  receive  a  part  of  its  divi- 
dends. 


USING  BRETHREN  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HELPS 


Our  Brethren  Sunday-school  Publications 

By  E.  G.  Hoff,  Editor  Sunday-school  Publications 
We  aspire  to  serve  our  churches  with  Sunday-school 
publications  as  well  as  the  denomination  with  millions 
of  members  serves  its  churches.  This  is  an  ambitious 
undertaking.  Manifestly,  we  cannot  have  as  many  pub- 
lications or  as  large  ones  as  the  larger  groups.  And  we 
must  sell  ours  as  cheaply  as  others  do.  There  are  com- 
pensations for  our  handicaps.  We  are  more  alike  than 
are  the  churches  of  some  other  groups.  We  know  many 
of  our  writers  personally,  and  when  they  write  we  can 
picture  them  speaking  directly  to  our  needs.  And  we 
can  tell  our  writers  what  we  want,  with  the  hope  of  a 
sympathetic  hearing.  Our  message  is  the  simple  gos- 
pel that  needs  living  more  than  it  needs  explaining. 

You  have  observed  changes  in  the  content  and  form 
of  Our  Children,  Our  Boys  and  Girls  and  Our  Young 
People  during  the  present  year.  The  Advanced  Quar- 
terly and  Intermediate  and  Senior  Quarterly  have  re- 
cently changed  in  appearance  and  plan  of  handling  the 
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Message  From  the  Manager 

By  E.  M.  Hersch,  Manager  Brethren  Publishing  House 

Your  Publishing  House  desires  to  serve  each 
of  you  and  your  friends  in  spreading  Christian 
literature  throughout  the  world  in  which  we 
live. 

Our  ministers  and  friends  have  encouraged 
us  to  press  on  toward  the  common  goal  of  hav- 
ing the  Gospel  Messenger  and  our  Sunday- 
school  literature  placed  in  every  family  unit  in 
every  congregation. 

Our  new  catalog  has  been  mailed  to  each 
Gospel  Messenger  subscriber.  I  sincerely  hope 
and  pray  that  you  will  use  this  catalog.  If  it 
does  not  list  the  book  you  desire,  we  are  able 
to  supply  it  for  you  if  you  write  us. 

We  invite  your  suggestions  as  to  additional 
ways  in  which  we  may  be  able  to  serve  you. 


lesson.  Some  of  these  changes  are  due  to  new  editorial 
personnel  with  new  abilities;  some  are  in  direct  re- 
sponse to  expressed  needs  of  the  churches.  We  hope 
that  all  the  changes  will  be  helpful. 

Beginning  with  January  1942,  there  are  to  be  other 
changes.  New  primary  Uniform  Lesson  materials  are 
to  be  offered.  The  Teachers'  Monthly  is  to  be  reorgan- 
ized with  a  number  of  new  writers  and  more  space 
made  available  for  lesson  helps.  The  lesson  articles 
will  be  shorter  and  more  pointed  for  busy  lay  teachers 
and  leaders.  The  article  section  will  lift  up  Bible  study 
and  teaching.  It  will  include  inspiration  and  guidance 
for  family  worship  and  personal  devotion.  We  are 
"people  of  the  Book,"  and  our  publications  should  per- 
petuate this  interest.  The  name  of  the  Monthly  may  be 
changed  to  conform  to  the  new  plans.  Your  suggestions 
are  solicited.  Definite  announcements  may  be  expected 
in  due  time. 

We  ask  you  to  help  us  to  make  the  best  Sunday-school 
literature  we  can,  and  we  beg  of  you  in  turn  to  put 
forth  the  effort  necessary  for  the  successful  use  of  our 
Brethren  material  in  your  schools.  Only  as  you  suc- 
ceed in  using  them  will  our  effort  in  furnishing  them  be 
worth  while. 


Book  and  Magazine  Service 

By    Omer    B.    Maphis,    Sales    Director 

The  Brethren  Publishing  House  is  equipped  to  manu- 
facture books  from  the  time  the  manuscript  is  received 
until  the  finished  book  is  ready  for  distribution.  Our 
composing  room,  printing  plant  and  bindery  are  staffed 
with  capable  and  competent  folks  as  well  as  equipped 
with  the  proper  machinery  for  quality  and  quantity 
production.  Others  have  found  our  plant  able  to  manu- 
facture their  books  so  we  trust  the  Brethren  authors 
will  remember  our  facilities  when  needed. 

The  Brethren  Publishing  House  issues  a  general  cata- 
log which  lists  many  books  and  Bibles,  along  with  mis- 
cellaneous church  and  Sunday-school  supplies  which 
we  carry  in  stock.  In  addition  we  are  in  a  position  to 
supply  other  books  or  Bibles  at  publishers'  regular 
prices.  Whether  it  is  one  book  or  a  dozen,  if  the  book 
is  in  print  we  will  do  our  utmost  to  fill  the  order.  On 
rare  occasions  we  have  been  able  to  secure  out  of  print 
books,  but  we  do  not  guarantee  this  type  of  service. 

We  have  most  cordial  relationships  with  other  book 
publishers  as  well  as  manufacturers  of  church  and  Sun- 
day-school supplies  and  equipment,  which  places  us  in  a 
position  to  supply  practically  all  the  needs  of  our 
churches  and  Brethren  homes. 

We  manufacture  many  songbooks  along  with  our  own 
Brethren  Hymnal,  which  latter  book  is  finding  its  way 
into  more  and  more  of  our  churches  and  homes. 

Subscriptions  are  also  handled  by  our  House  for  those 
general  magazines  which  are  wanted  by  Brethren 
homes. 

Use  our  catalog  as  a  buying  guide  but  if  it  does  not 
provide  the  necessary  information  be  free  to  write  us 
your  desires. 


You  Need  the  Gospel  Messenger 

From   the   July   News   Bulletin,    Church    of   the   Brethren, 
District   of   Texas   and    Louisiana 

The  Gospel  Messenger  offers  a  very  splendid  oppor- 
tunity to  get  acquainted  with  our  Brethren  Public  Serv- 
ice camps,  the  campers,  their  doings  and  surroundings 
and  how  the  church  as  a  whole  is  supporting  the  pro- 
gram. It  also  offers  many  articles  to  inspire  greater 
faith  and  greater  effort  to  Christlike  living.  It  keeps 
you  informed  on  the  development  of  our  mission  fields 
and  the  activities  of  our  missionaries.  It  brings  many 
valuable  practical  aids  to  church  workers,  be  they  min- 
isters, musicians,  Sunday-school  teachers,  laymen,  chil- 
dren's workers,  women's  workers,  or  young  people's 
workers.  It  brings  news  of  churches  and  individuals  as 
well  as  of  the  church  as  a  whole.  It  comes  once  each 
week  and  brings  all  this  and  more  for  a  cost  of  from 
$1.00  to  $2.00  a  year  depending  on  how  many  families 
in  your  church  subscribe.  In  a  time  like  this,  when 
Christian  influence  is  hard  to  find  and  when  our  church 
is  making  such  strides  forward  toward  building  a  better 
world,  you  need  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

We  have  recently  been  asked  where  and  how  to  se- 
cure the  Gospel  Messenger  and  it  is  a  welcome  question. 
We  are  giving  the  answer  here  lest  there  be  those  who 
have  wondered  but  have  not  asked.  The  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, 22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois,  is  the  ad- 
dress. A  single  subscription  for  one  year  may  be  se- 
cured by  sending  $2.00.  Club  rates  are  offered  if  75% 
of  the  resident  member  families  of  a  local  church  sub- 
scribe at  $1.25  each  for  one  year;  or  if  100%  of  the  resi- 
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dent  member  families  subscribe  the  price  is  only  $1.00  a 
subscription  for  one  year. 

The   Gospel   Messenger   is   the   official   paper   of   the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  you  should  have  it. 


The  Christian's  Relation  to  the  Suffering  of  Others 

Scripture:  Matt.  7:  12;  20:20-28;  Gal.  6:  2,  5 
Sunday,   August  31 

I.  What  are  the  chief  sufferings  of  man? 

Note:  Let  the  group  make  their  own  list.  We  list  a 
few — 

1.  People  suffer  mentally  and  physically.  Extreme 
cases  of  either  sort  will  need  to  be  treated  by  experts. 

2.  Average  persons  suffer  from  indecision,  doubt, 
worry,  lack  of  emotional  control,  disappointment  in 
love,  in  business,  in  social  life,  loss  of  friends  by  death, 
loss  of  religious  faith,  disturbed  conscience,  hunger, 
lack  of  clothing  and  shelter,  sickness,  disease,  or  acci- 
dent. 

II.  What  preparation  does  one  need  to  be  a  good  helper? 

1.  Experience  of  similar  suffering  may  be  a  good 
guide  and  may  inspire  confidence  in  the  sufferer. 

2.  Sympathy,  kindliness,  appreciation  and  love  are 
absolutely  essential. 

3.  Readiness  actually  to  share  the  sufferer's  load  by 
lending  a  hand  is  highly  important. 

4.  Ability  to  give  the  sufferer  a  greater  faith  in  and 
love  for  God  is  of  supreme  value  to  a  helper. 

III.  What  may  we  learn  from  Jesus  the  Master  Helper? 

Matt.  8:  15;  Mark  6:  2-6;  Mark  3:  5;  Luke  22:  61-62; 
Mark  5:34;   Mark   1:27. 

IV.  What  can  I  learn  from  others? 

Describe  the  most  helpful  thing  anyone  ever  did  for 
you,  and  the  most  helpful  act  you  ever  saw  or  heard 
of  being  done  to  another.    Why  was  it  helpful? 

V.  Helpful  things  to  do — 

What  help  will  we  as  a  group  or  as  individuals  give 
to  sufferers  during  the  coming  week  or  months? 


With  Our  Schools 

(Continued   From   Page   17) 
sented  President  and  Mrs.  Winger  with  a  new  De  Soto 
car. 

While  he  will  not  be  actively  engaged  in  directing 
the  work  of  the  college,  his  presence  on  the  campus 
from  time  to  time  will  be  a  great  inspiration  and  help 
to  the  young  men  and  women  here.  He  will  stand 
ready,  as  he  has  at  all  times  in  the  past,  to  render  any 
service  that  he  possibly  can  to  the  church  and  the  best 
interests  of  young  people. 

Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  McPherson,  Kansas,  will  take 
over  his  new  duties  as  president  of  Manchester  Col- 
lege Sept.  1  of  this  year.  Dr.  Schwalm  is  not  a  stranger 
to  this  section  of  the  country.  He  was  born  in  Wa- 
karusa,  Ind.  Dr.  Schwalm  was  graduated  from  Man- 
chester College  in  1913.  He  continued  his  college  work 
at  the  University  of  Chicago  while  teaching  in  the 
Manchester  academy.  From  1918-1927  he  was  dean  of 
Manchester  College.  In  this  position  of  responsibility 
he  manifested  his  strength  both  as  a  teacher  and  an 
administrator.  He  received  his  Ph.D.  degree  from  the 
University  of  Chicago  in  1926.  Since  1927  he  has  served 
as  president  of  McPherson  College,  McPherson,  Kansas. 
He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Kansas  State  Board  of 
Education  and  is  one  of  the  committee  on  evaluation  of 
accrediting  procedures  of  the  North  Central  Association 
of  Schools  and  Colleges.  He  is  recognized  throughout 
the  Middle  West  as  a  very  capable  man.  He  is  also 
known  as  a  strong  church  leader.  We  are  happy  to 
welcome  him  back  to  Manchester.  We  are  certain  that 
under  his  leadership  Manchester  College  will  maintain 
her  high  standards  and  ideals  and  go  forward  to  new 
and  greater  accomplishments. 

Manchester  College  is  happy  for  the  coming  of  Dr. 
Schwalm,  but  we  are  sorry  to  lose  Dr.  W.  W.  Peters.  Dr. 
Peters  has  accepted  the  presidency  of  McPherson  Col- 
lege. He  was  graduated  from  Manchester  College  in 
1915.  A  little  later  he  received  his  Master's  degree  from 
Ohio  State  University.  From  1920-1925  he  was  head  of 
the  Department  of  Education  of  Manchester  College. 
He  left  Manchester  to  become  president  of  Mount  Mor- 
ris College.  He  served  this  institution  from  1925-1928. 
He  then  entered  the  University  of  Illinois,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years  as  student  and  instructor. 
From  1936-1939  he  served  as  dean  of  Drury  College, 
Springfield,  Mo.,  and  then  returned  to  Manchester  to 
become  head  of  the  Department  of  Education,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  served  for  the  past  two  years.  Man- 
chester College  will  lose  a  strong  leader  and  educator. 
McPherson  College  is  quite  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  Dr.  Peters  as  their  president  to  carry  on  in 
the  splendid  work  that  the  institution  is  doing.  As 
Dr.  Peters  goes  to  his  new  field,  we  send  with  him  our 
very  best  wishes. 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

The  Garden  of  Eden 

There  has  been  much  speculation  about  the  garden 
of  Eden.  Many  have  wondered  where  it  is  and  what 
it  is,  but  the  mystery  still  remains.  As  for  myself,  I 
have  a  personal  version  which  is  something  like  this, 
that  the  garden  of  Eden  represents  the  state  of  inno- 
cence. To  the  innocent  child  there  is  no  evil.  It  knows 
only  what  is  good.     To  me,  that  was  the  condition  in 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  16,  1941 


25 


which  our  foreparents  were  first  placed.  They  could 
partake  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  in  the  garden,  but  of  the 
tree  which  was  in  the  midst  of  the  garden,  God  had 
said,  "Ye  shall  not  eat  of  it,  neither  shall  ye  touch  it, 
lest  ye  die."  This  tree  was  called  "the  tree  of  knowl- 
edge of  good  and  evil." 

Then  the  serpent  enters  the  scene.  Satan  speaks 
through  it,  or  he  is  the  serpent,  saying,  "God  doth  know 
that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof,  then  your  eyes  will  be 
opened,  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil." 

The  Lord  God  said,  "Behold,  the  man  is  become  as 
one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil."  Therefore  the  Lord 
God  sent  him  forth  from  the  garden  of  Eden.  "So  he 
drove  out  the  man:  and  he  placed  at  the  east  of  the 
garden  of  Eden  cherubim,  and  a  flaming  sword  which 
turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life." 

"God  closed  the  door  of  innocence,  that  they  could 
never  re-enter.  From  then  on  men  were  responsible 
and  accountable  beings.  Heb.  5:14  bears  out  this 
thought,  "Having  their  senses  exercised  to  discern  both 
good  and  evil." 

We  all  have  had  our  garden  of  Eden,  or  time  of  inno- 
cense.  Then  we  have  partaken  of  the  tree  of  knowledge 
of  good  and  evil  and  know  both.  After  which  the  door 
is  closed  against  our  ever  returning  to  that  former  state 
of  innocence.  We  cannot  plead  innocence.  "Ye  must  be 
born  again." 

Riverside,  Calif.  L.  D.  Bosserman. 


Women's  Work.  Eastern  Regional  Conference 

Women's  Work  met  in  connection  with  the  Eastern 
Regional  Conference,  held  at  Palmyra,  Pa.,  on  July  18. 
The  meeting  was  directed  by  Mrs.  Florence  Gibble.  De- 
votions were  conducted  by  Miss  Martha  Martin.  The 
central  thought  was  that  women  all  over  the  world  need 
the  consciousness  of  God's  keeping  power  as  seen  in 
Psa.  121.  God  is  a  powerful,  constant,  adequate,  guid- 
ing, and  eternal  keeper. 

Mrs.  Gibble  reported  that  the  nominating  committee 
had  submitted  the  following  names  for  approval  by  the 
women,  for  they  were  elected  for  one  year:  regional 
director — Mrs.  George  Detweiler;  regional  secretary — 
Mrs.  George  Wright. 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Murphy  suggested  that  each  district  secre- 
tary send  $1  to  the  state  secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Council  of  Churches  so  that  the  district  might  receive 
information  concerning  the  vital  issues  of  the  times. 
This  suggestion  was  formed  in  a  motion  and  passed. 

Mrs.  Orie  Good  introduced  the  subject  of  peace  and 
relief  by  quoting  the  words  of  Jesus  in  Matt.  25:35-40. 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Murphy  discussed  this  subject.  Women  have 
a  great  work  to  do  in  supporting  missions.  Wherever 
we  invest  money,  we  ought  also  to  invest  life.  Cuba 
was  the  site  of  the  first  hostel  where  refugees  were  re- 
habilitated. In  the  relief  work  of  France  and  Spain,  the 
people  there  say  that  the  lives  that  these  workers  lived 
there  were  more  important  than  money  alone.  They 
ask,  "Why  do  you  risk  your  life?"  Our  workers  an- 
swer, "We  are  doing  it  because  we  love  you  and  want 
to  share  with  you.    We  believe  in  Jesus  Christ." 

Mrs.  Mohler  introduced  the  subject  of  temperance. 
Mrs.  J.  I.  Baugher  gave  a  clear  and  concise  presentation 
of  this  work.  She  challenged  us  to  an  enlarged  program 
of  temperance  education.  The  motion  was  passed  to 
have  Mrs.  Baugher's  talk  mimeographed  and  circulated 
in  all  Sunday  schools.    Mrs.  Mohler  suggested  that  each 


woman  write  to  senators,  representatives,  and  to  the 
President  concerning  Senator  Shepherd's  bill,  S-860. 

Mrs.  George  Detweiler  urged  each  woman  to  take  part 
in  a  discussion  of  the  General  Program  of  Women's 
Work.  She  said  that  a  good  definition  is  God's  women, 
in  God's  place,  doing  God's  work  with  God's  will.  A 
motion  was  passed  to  write  to  boys  in  camp  and  to  send 
them  boxes  of  food.  Then  followed  a  very  interesting 
period  of  questions  and  discussion.  Concerning  district 
officers  succeeding  themselves,  the  women  thought  it 
might  be  a  good  plan  to  do  as  the  National  Council  does, 
i.  e.,  an  officer  may  serve  two  terms  but  does  not  suc- 
ceed herself.  The  group  felt  that  an  exception  to  this 
rule  should  be  that  the  secretary  should  remain  in  office 
for  a  longer  period  of  time.  Another  decision  was  that 
the  districts  should  send  canned  goods  to  Camp  Kane  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  peace  and  relief  offering  lifted  at  the  close  of  the 
service  amounted  to  $27.58. 

At  the  meeting  composed  of  district  officers  and  our 
newly  elected  regional  officers,  it  was  decided  that — 

(1)  Each  district  should  send  $2.50  to  the  regional  sec- 
retary. 

(2)  Each  district  should  send  suggestions  about  wom- 
en's work  to  the  regional  officers. 

(3)  Each  district  should  encourage  the  plan  to  do  Bible 
reading. 

(4)  A  copy  of  this  report  be  sent  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. 

Mrs.  J.  Herbert  Miller,, 
Hershey,  Pa.  •  Findings  Secretary. 


Annie  Elizabeth  Booth  Edwards 

Annie  Elizabeth  Booth  Edwards,  daughter  of  John  Andrew 
and  Lydia  Jean  Brazzelton  Booth,  was  born  Aug.  25,  1864,  in 
Nebraska  where  Beatrice  now  stands.  She  passed  away  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  heart  attack  on  Feb.  27, 
1941.  She  was  aged  seventy-six 
years,  six  months  and  two  days. 
She  was  the  third  child  of 
eleven  children.  When  she  was 
about  two  years  old  her  family 
moved  from  Nebraska  to  Iowa, 
and  later  to  Warsaw,  Mo.  Here 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
James  H.  Foster,  April  6,  1884. 
To  this  union  were  born  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  one 
daughter  dying  in  infancy.  In 
1893  her  husband  passed  away 
and  she  was  left  with  four  small 
children. 

Sept.  17,  1897,  at  Houston, 
Texas,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  John  B.  Edwards.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  boys 
and  two  girls,  one  girl  dying 
when  a  baby.  Mr.  Edwards  had 
a  son  by  a  former  marriage; 
thus  she  raised  eight  children  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  all 
still  living.  She  was  raised  in  a  Brethren  home,  her  father  serv- 
ing as  a  deacon  for  many  years.  Forty-five  years  ago  she  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  which  church  she  was  faith- 
ful until  death.  The  Edwardses  moved  from  Texas  to  Kansas,  to 
Oklahoma,  then  to  Glendale,  Ariz.,  where  the  husband,  J.  B. 
Edwards,   died   in   1920. 

In  1930  Mrs.  Edwards  came  to  California  to  make  her  home  and 
to  be  near  her  children,  who  had  already  made  their  homes  in 
California.  Frequently  she  visited  with  her  brother  and  family 
at  Covina,  Calif.  The  last  seven  months  of  her  life  she  lived 
alone  in  her  own  little  rented  home.  She  liked  it  at  Covina 
because  she  could  attend  her  own  church.  Like  Dorcas  in  the 
Bible,  she  was  handy  with  the  needle;  she  pieced  many  quilts. 
She  leaves  to  mourn  her  going  seven  children,  one  step-son, 
twenty-four  grandchildren  and  twenty  great-grandchildren,  one 
sister,  five  brothers  and  a  host  of  nieces  and  nephews.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Oakdale  cemetery  near  Covina,  Calif.  She 
is  gone  from  our  sight,  but  still  lives  on  in  our  memory. 
Covina,   Calif.  Mrs.  Bertha   Booth. 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


McCray-Raub.— By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home.  July  3,  1941. 
Bro.  Stanley  H.  McCray  of  Akron  and  Sister  Gladys  M.  Raub  of 
Barberton.    Ohio—  G.    W.    Kieffaber.    Akron,    Ohio. 

Gustafson-Finch. — Robert  Gustafson  and  Winifred  Jeane  Finch 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  Covina,  Calif.,  June  8,  1941,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.— Leland  S.   Brubaker,   Elgin,   111. 

Heckman-Hunler. — By  the  undersigned,  in  their  new  home  at 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  March  16.  1941,  Bro.  Bennett  Heckman  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  and  Sister  Mabel  Hunter  of  Oakley,  111.— W.  T. 
Heckman,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Balyaxd-Harisough. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Walnut  Street 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  Mr.  John  Balyard 
and  Miss  Dorothy  Hartsough,  July  27,  1941. — A.  R.  Eikenberry, 
N.   Manchester,   Ind. 

McClain-Haicher. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  residence  near 
New  Market,  Md.,  July  20,  1941,  Robert  P.  McClain  and  Lola  B. 
Hatcher. — S.   Ira  Arnold.  New   Market,   Md. 

Vitamvas-Thompson. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Con- 
gregational church  in  Fremont,  Nebr.,  July  18,  1941.  Gerald  S. 
Vitamvas  and  Marjorie  Marie  Thompson,  both  of  Fremont. — 
S.   E.   Thompson,   Burr   Oak,   Kans. 

Sebring-Rhoads. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Shade  Creek  par- 
sonage on  May  17,  1941,  Mervin  Ray  Sebring  of  Charles,  Pa.,  and 
Mary  Virginia  Rhoads  of  Big  Run,  Pa. — John  F.  Graham,  Wind- 
ber.  Pa. 

Edwards-Krosi. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Fruitland,  Idaho,  June  29,  1941,  Kenneth  Alston  Ed- 
wards of  Payette,  and  Dorothy  Jean  Krost  of  Fruitland. — Walter 
S.  Coffman,  Fruitland,  Idaho. 

Fowble-Yingling. — At  the  home  of  the  undersigned,  July  3, 
1941,  Bro.  Atlee  L.  Fowble  and  Miss  Beulah  M.  Yingling,  both  of 
Westminster,  Md. — William  E.  Roop,  Westminster,  Md. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Boals,  Anias,  aged  ninety  years,  passed  away  in  the  hospital 
of  this  city  on  July  30,  1941.  He  was  a  retired  farmer  who  lived 
on  the  St.  Joe  Center  road.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Fort  Wayne 
Church  of  the  Brethren  several  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  a 
son,  two  daughters,  three  grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Funeral 
services,  in  charge  of  the  undersigned,  were  held  from  the 
Klaehn  and  Sons  funeral  home  with  burial  in  the  IOOF  cemetery 
at  New  Haven,  Ind. — Van  B.  Wright,  Ft.  Wayne,   Ind. 

Cassel,  Mary  Haag,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Franklin  P.  and 
Catherine  Cassel  of  Lansdale,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Harleysville,  Pa., 
on  Jan.  3,  1875,  and  died  May  18,  1941,  in  the  Presbyterian  hos- 
pital at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  she  spent  her  last  two  weeks. 
She  was  baptized  in  her  youth  in  the  Hatfield  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  where  she  had  worshiped  ever  since.  Through  all  the 
years.  Sister  Mary  tried  to  live  close  to  her  Savior,  a  fact  which 
was  manifest  through  her  disposition  and  love  for  the  family. 
She  was  active  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  the  children  all 
loved  her.  The  pictures  in  the  church,  home,  and  community 
that  she  painted  are  memorials  of  her  skill.  She  is  survived  by 
one  brother  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Hatfield  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Brethren  Norman 
Frederick.  David  Cassel  and  William  M.  Delp  officiating.  In- 
terment was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J.  Herman  Rosen- 
berger.   Souderton,  Pa. 

Cormaiy,  Ida  May,  died  on  July  26,  1941,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Surviving  are  two  sons,  one  brother,  three  grand- 
children, one  great-grandchild  and  eight  step-children.  Private 
funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Sellers  funeral  home  in  charge 
of  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick.  Burial  was  in  the  Norland  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  George  Haldeman,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Crouthamel,  Martha  Oberholtzer  Souder,  was  born  in  Souder- 
ton, Pa.,  on  Feb.  24,  1870.  She  grew  up  in  a  Mennonite  home,  but 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Hatfield  in  February 
of  1904.  She  was  baptized  by  her  husband's  father,  Elder  Hilery 
Crouthamel.  After  years  of  active  participation  and  serv- 
ice in  the  work  of  the  Hatfield  church,  her  membership  was 
transferred  to  the  Ambler  church  in  1928.  Sister  Crouthamel 
was  much  interested  in  all  the  activities  of  the  churches  in 
which  she  held  membership,  and  was  a  long-time  member  of 
the  ladies'  aid  society.  She  also  attended  many  Annual  Con- 
ferences of  the  church.  On  June  16,  1888,  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Bro.  Adam  H.  Crouthamel.  One  daughter  and  three 
sons  survive.  Sister  Crouthamel  had  been  ill  for  more  than 
three  years  before  her  death.  Despite  this  enforced  absence 
from  her  church,  she  continued  her  interest  until  the  end.    Very 


often  a  service  in  her  own  home,  with  the  sermon  of  the  pre- 
vious Sunday  in  brief  was  her  desire.  In  this  way  she  felt  she 
was  a  more  vital  part  of  the  work  of  the  kingdom.  Death  came 
suddenly  on  April  22,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  on  April  26  at  the  home  in  Souder- 
ton, and  also  at  the  church  in  Ambler. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Ambler, 
Pa.,  July  29. 

Custer,  Lucy  B.,  was  born  at  Lindale,  Pa.,  July  21,  1895,  and 
died  in  Memorial  hospital,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  July  8,  1941.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Freed  Hironimus.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  five  sons,  her  father,  four  sisters  and  four 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro. 
John  F.  Graham,  in  her  late  home  at  Blough,  Pa.,  with  interment 
in  the  Custer  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  F.   Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 

Fretz,  Mary  Ellen,  daughter  of  Tobias  and  Barbara  Rosen- 
berger,  was  born  in  Hatfield  Township,  Pa.,  on  April  16,  1858,  and 
departed  this  life  on  June  23,  1941.  She  suffered  for  nine  weeks 
with  a  broken  neck,  which  was  the  result  of  a  fall  on  April  20. 
She  bore  her  suffering  with  Christian  grace  and  fortitude.  She 
lived  in  this  community  practically  all  her  life  and  was  an  in- 
spiration and  blessing  in  the  home  as  well  as  in  the  church.  She 
is  greatly  missed  by  all  who  learned  to  know  and  love  her,  es- 
pecially by  her  niece  and  family  with  whom  she  resided.  On 
Nov.  27,  1879,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  B.  Fretz. 
Early  in  their  married  life  they  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  Hatfield.  She  was  a  faithful  companion  to  her  hus- 
band, who  early  in  life  was  called  to  the  ministry.  They  had 
no  children  of  their  own.  but  made  a  good  home  for  two  father- 
less children,  a  niece  and  a  nephew.  They  were  always  given 
to  hospitality.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  a  little  more 
than  eight  years  ago.  Her  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Eld.  Norman  Frederick,  assisted  by  Bro.  William  Delp,  in  the 
Hatfield  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest 
beside  her  companion  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church. — 
J.  Herman  Rosenberger,  Souderton,  Pa. 

Gahagen.  William  Cloyd,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
on  March  15,  1898,  and  died  May  4,  1941.  He  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Elizabeth  Penrod  Gahagen  of  Windber,  Pa.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  his  mother,  two  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  John  F.  Graham.  Interment 
was  in  the  Richland  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  F.  Graham,  Windber, 
Pa. 

Hager,  S.  Scott,  seventy-four  years  old  and  a  retired  farmer, 
died  at  his  home  in  Chambersburg  where  he  had  resided  for  the 
past  twenty  years.  He  was  born  near  Shady  Grove  on  Nov.  22, 
1866,  a  son  of  the  late  Christopher  C.  and  Catherine  Talhelm 
Hager.  On  March  5,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Amanda 
Hoffman.  Mr.  Hager  was  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  In  addition  to  his  widow  he  is  survived  by  two 
daughters,  two  grandsons,  two  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  in  the 
Fourth  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  in  the  Lin- 
coln   cemetery. — Mrs.    George    Haldeman,    Chambersburg,    Pa. 

Holmes,  John,  the  second  son  born  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Holmes, 
was  born  in  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  Nov.  1,  1855.  On  Aug.  3, 
1882,  he  was  married  to  Harriet  Bright.  To  this  union  were  born 
three  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  1911.  They  left  their 
Iowa  home  and  moved  to  Arcadia,  Nebr.,  in  1902,  where  they  re- 
sided for  eleven  years.  Twenty-eight  years  ago  they  moved  to 
Hines,  Minn.  Uncle  John  was  a  pioneer  all  his  life,  for  Iowa 
was  very  young  when  he  lived  there  and  he  early  learned  to 
hew  the  timber  so  as  to  give  place  for  man.  In  Nebraska  he 
had  to  take  up  the  work  of  the  wide,  open  prairie  and  wrestle 
with  it.  On  coming  to  Hines,  Minn.,  he  first  had  to  clear  away 
the  trees  to  make  space  for  their  humble  log  dwelling.  Thirty- 
one  years  ago  he  joined  the  church.  He  was  known  for  his  hon- 
est, hard-working,  home-loving  Christian  character.  Their  hos- 
pitable home  was  always  open  to  any  who  cared  to  enter  it. 
Uncle  John  finished  his  earthly  pilgrimage  on  July  22,  1941,  in 
the  Lutheran  hospital  at  Bemidji,  Minn.  Those  left  to  mourn  his 
going  are  his  faithful  wife,  two  daughters,  seven  grandchildren, 
two  great-grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  three  brothers.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  O.  E.  Stern. — -Mrs.  Ella 
Stern,   Barnum,   Minn. 

Kilhefner,  Lizzie  B.,  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Ephrata,  Pa.,  May  13,  1941,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  sixty-four  years 
and  was  a  great  influence  for  good  in  her  community.  She  at- 
tended all  church  services  regularly  and  her  testimony  was  one 
of  great  spiritual  truths.  Her  husband,  Daniel  K.  Kilhefner,  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  fifty-six  years  ago.  She  is  survived  by  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  one  sister  and  two  half-sisters.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Ephrata  church  by  Eld.  A.  P. 
Wenger,  and  burial  was  made  in  the  Wolf  cemetery  near  Eph- 
rata.— Mabel  M.  Myer,   Ephrata,  Pa. 

Lehman.  Elizabeth,  of  Blough,  Pa.,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1855,  and 
died  July  2,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Susannah 
Replogle  Lehman,  both  deceased.  She  lived  for  many  years  in 
the  home  of  her  sister-in-law,  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  one  brother.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  John  F.  Gra- 
ham, with  interment  in  the  Custer  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  F. 
Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 
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Myers,  Eldon,  son  of  Albert  and  Clara  Elizabeth  Lutz  Myers, 
was  born  near  Waddams  Grove,  III.,  on  Nov.  23,  1895.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  two  of  whom,  and  the  parents, 
have  preceded  him  in  death.  In  1907  he  accepted  Christ  and  was 
baptized  into  full  fellowship  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
On  April  18,  1921,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  Martin.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Some  years 
after  their  marriage  the  family  located  in  North  Dakota.  While 
there,  the  home  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  a  little  son  and 
daughter.  Later  the  family  located  in  Chicago.  About  seven 
years  ago  they  moved  to  Polo,  111.,  in  which  community  they 
have  Since  resided.  Bro.  Myers'  home  was  again  saddened  about 
two  years  ago  when  his  wife  was  called  away  by  death.  On 
July  21,  1941,  while  en  route  to  Chicago  to  be  at  the  bedside  of 
his  son,  Robert,  who  had  undergone  surgery  at  Bethany  Hos- 
pital, he  was  instantly  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  near 
Oregon,  111.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  three  sons,  three 
daughters,  two  brothers,  one  sister,  and  many  other  relatives  and 
friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Polo  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  July  24.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Chelsea 
cemetery,  west  of  Lena,  111.  The  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro. 
J.  F.  Burton  of  Lena,  officiated. — H.  Jesse  Baker,  Polo,  111. 

Rosenberger. — Jacob  W.,  died  April  7,  1941,  at  his  late  resi- 
dence in  Hatfield,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He 
united  with  the  church  when  quite  young  and  served  on  many 
committees  in  his  time;  he  also  served  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent and  trustee  of  the  church  for  many  years.  His  tes- 
timony always  was  that  God  would  give  him  grace,  and  he 
praised  his  Savior  for  his  goodness  to  him,  especially  through 
his  declining  years.  His  aged  companion  is  the  only  near  rela- 
tive remaining.  He  was  buried  on  April  11  at  the  Hatfield 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  with  the  home  ministers  officiating.  In- 
terment was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J.  Herman  Rosen- 
berger,  Souderton,   Pa. 

Shaw,  Alvin  L.,  was  born  in  Prophetstown,  111.,  on  June  10, 
1854,  and  passed  from  this  life  in  Lodi,  Ohio,  on  July  22, 
1941.  At  an  early  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  and  lo- 
cated in  Medina  County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  later 
moved  to  Lodi  and  worked  with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Geisigner  at 
Wadsworth,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  13,  1879.  To  this  union  were  born  one 
son  and  three  daughters.  He  is  survived  by  his  companion,  the 
before-mentioned  son  and  daughters,  seven  grandchildren  and 
eight  great-grandchildren.  In  1931  Mr.  Shaw  united  with  the 
Black  River  Church  of  the  Brethren.  While  physical  infirmity 
made  it  impossible  for  him  to  be  an  attendant  at  church  serv- 
ices, he  always  seemed  to  enjoy  his  Christian  life.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  Lodi  by  the  writer. — Arthur  L.  Dodge, 
Spencer,   Ohio. 

Snyder,  Catherine  L.,  daughter  of  William  C.  and  Lydia  Dickey 
Snyder,  was  born  in  Wyandott  County,  Ohio,  on  May  21,  1866,  and 
departed  this  life  June  12,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  sister  in 
Wabash,  Ind.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  lived  a  beautiful  Christian  life 
for  sixty  years.  Sister  Snyder's  illness  was  extended  over  a  year. 
The  anointing  was  a  great  comfort  to  her.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Peru  church  by  Bro.  J.  E.  Smeltzer. 
Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  J.  E.  Smeltzer,  Wa- 
bash,  Ind. 

Slauffer,  Lizzie  A.,  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  and  Margaret 
Stauffer,  was  the  last  living  member  of  a  family  of  seven.  She 
was  a  willing  worker  in  the  church,  always  giving  of  her  time, 
and  ever  present  at  services.  She  was  born  near  Hanover,  Pa., 
and  died  at  the  home  of  her  son  in  York,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  one  month  and  twenty-four  days.  One  son, 
eleven  grandchildren  and  fifteen  great-grandchildren  survive. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  Michael  Markey  and 
Bro.  J.  L.  Miller  in  the  New  Fairview  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — H.  B.  Markey,  York, 
Pa. 

Trump,  Henry  L.,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Bowers  Trump, 
was  born  at  Canton,  Ohio,  May  20,  1857.  He  departed  from  this 
life  on  July  21,  1941.  At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  he  came  to 
Ogle  County,  111.,  with  his  father  and  family.  On  Nov.  25,  1877, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Bowers  of  Louisville,  Ohio. 
To  this  union  were  born  three  sons.  After  living  in  Pine  Creek 
Township  for  one  and  a  half  year  they  moved  to  Buffalo  Town- 
ship near  Polo,  111.  In  1913  they  moved  to  Polo,  at  which  place 
they  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  baptized  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  and  came  into  full  fellowship  with  the  Pine 
Creek  Brethren  in  Christ.  In  1879  he  was  ordained  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  church  of  his  choice.  During  his  lifetime  he  served 
in  an  active  capacity  in  the  church,  as  traveling  evangelist,  a 
member  of  the  home  mission  board  and  later  as  general  chair- 
man of  the  executive  board.  In  the  year  1918  he  was  ordained  as 
bishop  of  the  Northern  Illinois  district,  in  which  office  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  two  broth- 
ers. Rev.  Trump  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  a  foster 
son,  three  brothers,  five  grandchildren,  four  great-grandchildren 
and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  Since  no  church  of  his 
choice  was  near  his  home  during  the  period  of  his  declining 
years,  Bro.  Trump  worshiped  regularly  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Polo,  teaching  a  Sunday-school  class  and  often 
filling  the  regular  worship  appointment.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted   from   the   Polo   Church   of  the   Brethren   on   July   23. 


The  undersigned,  assisted  by  Rev.  LeRoy  Walters,  pastor  of  the 
Franklin  Corners  Brethren  in  Christ  church,  officiated. — H. 
Jesse  Baker,  Polo,  111. 

Weaver,  Robert  Edwin,  of  Windber,  Pa.,  was  born  May  19,  1921, 
and  died  April  28,  1941.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Harry  and 
Effie  Blough  Weaver.  He  had  united  with  the  Berkey  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
his  pastor,  Bro.  John  F.  Graham,  in  the  Meek  funeral  home,  with 
interment  in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  John  F.  Graham,  Wind- 
ber, Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arkansas 

Springdale. — Our  church  met  in  the  regular  business  meet- 
ing, at  which  we  had  a  good  representation.  Four  members 
■were  received  by  certificate.  Bro.  Leander  Smith,  our  pastor, 
was  chosen  to  represent  our  church  at  the  Broadwater  district 
conference,  Aug.  18-21.  Our  attendance  and  interest  are  in- 
creasing; we  feel  encouraged  to  go  on  with  the  work.  One  of 
our  young  men  will  soon  go  to  Camp  Magnolia. — Mrs.  Leander 
Smith,   Springdale,   Ark.,   July   28. 

California 

Oakland. — Two  came  into  the  church  by  baptism  at  Easter 
time,  and  one  young  man  since.  On  April  27  young  people  from 
the  Waterford,  Empire  and  Modesto  churches  met  here  for  an 
all-day  convention.  We  appreciated  having  Sister  Corda  Wertz, 
who  was  on  her  way  from  China,  with  us  that  day  also.  Mrs. 
Standish,  from  the  Friendship  Center,  gave  an  inspiring  talk  at 
our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  on  May  9.  We  enjoyed  hav- 
ing Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  with  us  and  hearing  his  fine  message 
on  Sunday  evening,  May  11,  as  he  was  returning  from  China. 
A  number  of  our  folks  had  the  privilege  of  attending  Annual 
Meeting  this  year.  We  were  glad  to  have  Brethren  Hugh  Clop- 
pert  and  C.  H.  Petry,  both  from  Ohio,  with  us  on  the  Sunday 
following  the  Conference.  Bro.  Cloppert  gave  us  a  fine  mes- 
sage at  the  morning  service.  Brother  and  Sister  Dayton  Root 
came  to  us  as  summer  pastors  on  July  1,  and  are  laboring  hard 
among  us.  At  our  council  meeting  on  July  11  we  asked  Bro. 
Niels  Esbensen  to  continue  as  our  elder  for  another  year.  A  few 
of  our  members  attended  the  camp  conference  at  Camp  Beulah, 
and  brought  back  much  enthusiasm  from  the  conference.  We 
enjoyed  having  Bro.  Herman  Landis  with  us  at  a  potluck  din- 
ner on  July  24,  and  are  thankful  for  the  fine  message  which  he 
brought  us  regarding  our  work  in  Africa. — Ivy  Walter,  Oakland, 
Calif.,  July  26. 

Colorado 

Fruita. — A  mother  and  daughter  reception  was  held  in  the 
church  parlors  on  May  27  with  an  interesting  program  and  re- 
freshments. On  June  15  Bro.  Ira  Frantz  of  N.  Manchester,  Ind., 
preached  for  us  in  the  morning  and  Bro.  W.  Earl  Breon  of  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kans.,  in  the  evening.  Both  were  on  their  way  to  the 
La  Verne  Conference.  On  July  4  a  number  of  the  Sunday-school 
members  drove  to  the  R.  O.  Brown  ranch  for  a  picnic.  On 
July  6  Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff  of  Elgin,  111.,  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
sermon.  On  the  evening  of  July  20  Sister  Nettie  Senger  gave 
us  an  illustrated  lecture  on  relief  work  in  China.  She  will  go 
to  our  young  people's  camp  on  Grand  Mesa  in  August  as  an 
instructor.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  every  two  weeks  in  the  after- 
noon during  the  summer. — Josephine  Ulrich,  Fruita,  Colo., 
July  25. 

Idaho 

Bowmonl. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Sam  Bollinger,  and  Sister  Bol- 
linger have  charge  of  a  Bible  study  class  in  the  evening  which  is 
very  helpful.  On  July  6  we  had  an  all-day  meeting  and  a  basket 
dinner.  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker  and  Haven 
entertained  with  spiritual  and  helpful  talks  on  July  13.  Bro. 
Crumpacker  gave  us  a  very  helpful  sermon  and  in  the  evening 
showed  pictures  on  China.  We  took  a  missionary  offering  on 
July  6  which  amounted  to  $12.00.  On  July  20  Bro.  C.  E.  Davis 
from  La  Verne,  Calif.,  gave  us  the  echoes  of  the  Conference  and 
a  spiritual  sermon.  We  dismissed  our  services  in  the  evening 
and  went  to  Nampa  to  hear  another  sermon  from  Bro.  Davis. 
One  of  our  young  men,  Dick  Doramus,  left  June  20  for  a  Civilian 
Public  Service  camp  in  California.  He  reported  that  there  were 
thirty-four  in  the  camp  when  he  arrived.  The  juniors  are  en- 
joying their  Sunday  evening  meetings  under  the  capable  lead- 
ership of  Sister  Chloe  Gross.  Bro.  Lapp  sponsors  the  singing  in 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  We  have  our  Gospel  Messenger  club  nearly 
completed. — Mrs.  Van  W.  Goodman,  Nampa,  Idaho,  July  23. 

Illinois 

Cherry  Grove. — On  Mother's  Day  an  appropriate  program  was 
given  during  the  morning  hour.  At  the  close  of  the  service  each 
mother  was  given  a  flower.  On  May  25  the  Georgetown  school 
rendered  many  beautiful  sacred  and  miscellaneous  songs.  They 
were  directed  by  Miss  Grace  Wolf.  Our  communion  service 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  June  1.  A  number  of  the  Lanark 
people  attended  this  impressive  service  with  us.  Bro.  I.  D. 
Leatherman    of   the   Lanark    church    officiated,    with    our    pastor. 
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Bro.  Hawbecker.  assisting.  Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held 
at  The  Pines  near  Polo,  111.,  on  June  5  with  a  large  number  at- 
tending. On  June  3  a  miscellaneous  children's  day  program  was 
given.  Also  during  the  morning  hour  a  service  of  dedication 
was  held  for  the  babies.  A  two  weeks'  union  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  during  the  forepart  of  June.  This  in- 
cluded the  Lanark  churches  and  Cherry  Grove  community.  We 
met  in  quarterly  council  on  June  13.  The  following  delegates 
were  elected  for  the  district  meeting  at  Polo,  111.:  Brother  and 
Sister  Lee  Fry.  On  June  29  Bro.  Donald  Shidler  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  gave  us  a  splendid  sermon.  Many  people  from  the 
Cherry  Grove  and  Lanark  churches  attended  the  centennial  of 
the  Arnold's  Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren,  and  the  Arnold- 
Eisenbise-Bissicumer  homestead  in  Freedom  Township  near 
Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  July  20,  on  the  lawn  of 
the  homestead,  which  is  now  owned  by  William  Bissicumer.  The 
house,  which  is  a  brick  structure,  was  built  one  hundred  years 
ago  and  is  still  used  as  a  residence.  The  church,  located  two 
miles  from  the  homestead,  was  torn  down  and  sold  several  years 
ago.  The  church  was  organized  in  1842  with  Bro.  Henry  Strick- 
ler  as  minister.  An  interesting  program  was  given.  The  speak- 
ers were  Brethren  C.  D.  Bonsack  and  J.  E.  Miller  of  Elgin,  Bro. 
John  Heckman  of  Polo,  Brethren  I.  D.  Leatherman  and  Merle 
Hawbecker  of  Lanark.  They  gave  the  history  and  facts  con- 
cerning the  ones  who  founded  the  church  and  the  homestead. 
On  July  27  the  pastor's  young  people's  class  and  the  Hope  Circle 
class  enjoyed  a  picnic  together.  Our  attendance  has  been  very 
encouraging  during  these  summer  months. — Pearl  Puterbaugh, 
Lanark,  111.,  July  30. 

Indiana 

Rossville. — The  women's  work  organization  arranged  a  recep- 
tion for  Sister  Minerva  Metzger  on  the  evening  of  May  16,  with  a 
supper  followed  by  short  talks.  The  public,  as  well  as  the  en- 
tire membership,  was  invited.  Sister  Metzger  is  much  im- 
proved in  health  since  her  return  from  the  China  field,  and  has 
given  several  public  talks  in  this  church  and  neighboring 
churches  in  the  town  and  community.  We  were  represented  at 
Annual  Conference  by  Bro.  Robert  Sink,  the  elder  of  this  church. 
•Our  total  missionary  Conference  offering  was  $190.  During  the 
absence  of  our  pastor  while  at  Conference,  the  pulpit  was  filled 
by  Bro.  Frank  Replogle,  Sister  Minerva  Metzger  and  Bro.  Charles 
Hylton.  The  Southern  Indiana  district  meeting  will  be  held  in 
this  church  Aug.  26-28.  Bro.  Robert  Sink  will  be  the  reading 
clerk.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  this  church  will  have  charge  of  the 
young  people's  vesper  service.  The  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing are  Bro.  Floyd  Gochenour  and  Sister  Minerva  Metzger. — 
Lillian   A.   Hufford,    Rossville,    Ind.,   July   31. 

Iowa 

Osceola. — We  met  in  council  on  July  27  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
J.  D.  Brower,  presiding.  Bro.  T.  U.  Reed  and  Sister  Grace 
Fisher  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  Sister  Myrna 
Fisher  was  elected  for  the  Sunday-school  delegate.  Since  our 
last  report  we  had  a  union  revival  meeting  in  Osceola,  conducted 
by  the  gospel  team  from  Fairfield,  Iowa,  with  A.  K.  Harper  as 
their  leader.  The  meeting  continued  over  four  weeks  with  good 
results;  over  260  accepted  Christ.  We  are  planning  to  have  a 
revival  meeting  some  time  this  fall  with  our  love  feast  at  the 
close  of  the  meeting.  A  number  of  our  members  enjoyed  a  pro- 
gram at  the  Franklin  church  near  Leon  on  July  20,  given  by 
Bro.  Edgar  Castor  and  a  group  of  young  folks  from  Centerville, 
Iowa. — Mrs.  Emma  Propst,  Osceola,  Iowa,  July  29. 

Kansas 
Burr  Oak. — We  met  in  business  meeting  in  the  afternoon  of 
July  20.  after  a  social  noon  hour  at  the  church,  where  a  basket 
dinner  was  served.  Our  elder,  Bro.  S.  E.  Thompson,  presided; 
all  business  was  taken  care  of  in  systematic  order.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  completed  for  our  coming  series  of  meetings 
to  be  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  begin- 
ning August  17  and  continuing  for  two  weeks,  closing  with  a 
love  feast  on  Monday  evening. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Thompson,  Burr  Oak, 
Kans.,   July   28. 

Michigan 
Florence. — Our  children's  day  program  was  given  on  June  8. 
On  June  15  Bro.  Galen  Bowman  of  Middlebury,  Ind.,  gave  us  a 
good  sermon.  On  July  13  a  group  from  the  Marcellas  church 
visited  us  and  gave  a  sermon  in  pictures  and  songs.  On  July  20 
Miss  Martha  Johnson,  one  of  our  aged  sisters,  was  struck  by  a 
car  while  walking  to  church,  and  died  two  hours  later.  Bro. 
Sherck  conducted  her  funeral  on  Tuesday  afternoon. — Mrs.  May 
Myers,   Constantine.  Mich.,   July  26. 

Minnesota 
Guthrie. — We  met  in  council  on  July  6  with  Bro.  Frank  Allen 
presiding.  Church  officers  were  elected,  and  Bro.  Allen  was 
elected  as  elder  for  another  year.  Sister  Eliza  B.  Miller  was 
with  us  on  the  week  end  of  July  13.  She  gave  four  talks  on 
India  which  were  much  appreciated.  We  held  our  annual  birth- 
day banquet  on  July  6.  The  tables  were  decorated  to  portray 
different  countries.  Songs  native  to  these  countries  were  sung 
and  prizes  were  given  to  those  persons  deciding  most  correctly 
from  which  country  they  came.  Our  elder  and  family  recently 
moved  to  Big  Lake,  Minn.  The  church  and  community  miss 
them  greatly. — Mrs.  Abner  Stone,  Bemidji,  Minn.,  July  28. 


North  Carolina 

Spray. — We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  Gospel  Messenger  is 
now  in  one  hundred  per  cent  of  the  homes.  Our  vacation  Bible 
school,  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Russell  Fisher,  was  quite 
successful,  with  an  average  attendance  of  113.  Recently  a  Boy 
Scout  troop  was  organized.  Nine  boys  attend  the  meetings  reg- 
ularly. We  hope  they  will  be  of  service  in  many  ways  in  the 
future.  Seven  of  our  intermediate  girls  and  five  of  our  young 
people  attended  Camp  Bethel.  Miss  Mary  Belle  Jones,  one  of 
our  members,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Edward  Thomas  were  married  in 
the  church  on  July  5  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters.  Both  are 
students  at  Bethany  Seminary.  Miss  Janette  Chin  of  China, 
also  a  student  at  Bethany  Seminary,  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
talk  on  China  on  July  6  at  the  preaching  hour.  On  July  13  the 
church  experienced  its  first  home-coming  day.  Bro.  J.  A.  Naff 
of  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  elder  of  the  church,  was  guest  speaker  at 
the  forenoon  service.  A  basket  lunch  was  enjoyed  in  the  grove. 
The  afternoon  service  was  quite  interesting.  The  history  of  the 
Spray  church  was  given.  Bro.  S.  H.  Flora  of  Bassetts,  Va., 
brought  the  message  for  the  afternoon.  Bro.  McKinley  Coff- 
man  of  Florida  will  be  here  to  conduct  our  revival  meeting 
during  the  last  week  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September. 
— Mrs.  Sam  B.  Thomas,  Leaksville,  N.   C,  July  25. 

Nebraska 

Omaha. — Our  church  has  been  very  active  with  renewed  inter- 
est on  the  part  of  many  members.  We  now  have  both  a  ladies' 
and  a  men's  quartet  which  make  our  worship  services  more 
meaningful  with  their  music.  On  May  16  the  Friendship  class 
sponsored  an  amateur  contest  which  resulted  in  four  numbers 
being  tied  for  winner.  The  men  of  the  church  put  a  new  cement 
driveway  in  at  the  parsonage  and  are  now  starting  to  paint  the 
parsonage.  At  our  June  business  meeting  committees  were  ap- 
pointed for  district  meeting.  The  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held 
in  the  basement  of  the  church  on  June  8  because  of  rain.  Plans 
had  been  made  for  the  Sunday  school,  church  service,  and  pic- 
nic to  be  held  in  the  open.  On  June  13  Howard  Sollenberger 
spoke  of  his  two  years  of  service  as  a  relief  worker  in  China. 
A  great  deal  of  interest  in  such  work  was  evident  at  this  meet- 
ing. Before  the  meeting  the  Truthseekers'  class  had  a  potluck 
supper  at  which  Brother  Sollenberger  was  the  guest.  From  June 
9  to  20  we  conducted  our  first  vacation  church  school.  The 
results  were  most  gratifying,  with  thirty-six  enrolled  and  an 
average  attendance  of  thirty.  On  the  evening  of  the  last  day 
the  children  gave  an  informal  program  and  showed  some  of  their 
actual  work  and  participation  in  the  school.  On  June  15  the 
Truthseekers'  class  had  charge  of  the  church  service.  In  the 
evening  a  concert  was  given  by  the  combined  organizations  of 
the  ladies'  quartet  and  the  men's  quartet.  On  June  27  an  ice- 
cream social  was  sponsored  by  the  Friendship  class  on  the 
church  lawn;  many  members  and  friends  came  and  fellowshiped 
together.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Fry  was  our  representative  at  the  Annual 
Conference  at  La  Verne.  She  brought  back  a  very  interesting 
report. — Vivian   June  Lowell,  Omaha,   Nebr.,  July   28. 

Ohio 

Brookville. — On  Mother's  Day  a  carnation  was  presented  to 
each  mother.  Our  church  had  the  privilege  of  having  Bro.  Paul 
Bowman,  Jr.,  tell  us  of  his  experiences  in  Europe  in  relief  work. 
On  May  25  Bro.  Lon  Karns  gave  a  sermon  in  our  pulpit  on  Pre- 
paredness. We  regret  very  much  to  lose  Bro.  Ray  Shank  and 
his  family  from  our  midst.  They  have  moved  to  Covington  to 
take  up  the  pastoral  work  there.  We  extend  our  very  best 
wishes  to  them  in  their  new  field  of  service.  Our  quarterly 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  May  26.  Since 
our  superintendent,  Bro.  Wilfred  Erbaugh,  was  expecting  to  go 
to  camp  before  his  term  expired,  and  since  the  assistant  was 
away  attending  summer  school,  we  voted  for  a  second  and  third 
assistant.  It  has  been  necessary  for  the  second  assistant  to  fill 
Bro.  Erbaugh's  place,  as  he  left  for  camp  on  June  26.  Sister 
Teach  could  not  act  as  delegate  to  the  Annual  Conference  be- 
cause of  illness.  Nevertheless,  it  was  agreed  at  council  to  pre- 
sent her  with  the  amount  of  money  that  it  would  have  taken 
for  the  trip,  for  her  to  apply  on  her  hospital  bill.  On  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday,  June  1,  on  the  inside  page  of  our  bulletin.  Sis- 
ter Teach  responded  with  a  lovely  personal  letter  of  gratitude. 
Bro.  Friend  Couser  delivered  a  worth-while  sermon  on  Father's 
Day.  While  our  pastor  was  on  his  way  to  Conference,  the  Lend- 
A-Hand  class  had  charge  of  the  worship  service.  On  June  22  the 
young  people's  class  had  charge  of  the  worship  service,  with  Bro. 
Russell  Helstern  delivering  a  sermon  on  Revolutionary  World 
Order.  On  June  29  our  children's  day  program  was  given  in 
the  morning.  On  July  6  our  pastor  gave  his  report  of  the  Con- 
ference. For  the  next  three  Sundays  Bro.  Roy  Teach,  our  pas- 
tor, is  using  for  his  theme,  Getting  People  Conscious  of  the  Pres- 
ence of  God.  Some  of  our  girls  have  attended  camp  at  Sugar 
Grove.  On  July  27  we  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  Wilfred  Erbaugh 
home  for  the  first  time  from  Camp  Lagro,  Ind.  He  gave  us  a 
talk  of  first  impressions  there,  the  schedule,  and  from  what 
walks  of  life  the  other  young  men  came.  Bro.  Teach  will  hold 
meetings  at  Beaver  Creek  for  two  weeks,  beginning  Aug.  4. — Mrs. 
Russell  Miller,  Brookville,   Ohio,  July   30. 

Greenville. — The  church  recently  held  a  shower  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Ernest  Wampler,  returned  missionaries  to  China,  who 
are   starting   housekeeping   in   our   midst.     They   received   many 
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useful  gifts.  At  the  July  district  women's  work  meeting  the 
women  from  the  different  organizations  of  our  church  put  on  a 
play  entitled  Kingdom  Builders,  written  by  our  pastor's  wife, 
Sister  Wine.  We  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  July 
23.  Several  letters  of  membership  were  accepted.  Bro.  Ira 
E.  Long  from  Middlebury,  Ind.,  will  hold  our  revival  meetings 
during  the  first  two  weeks  in  November.  Officers  for  the  com- 
ing year  were  elected.  Virgil  Cassell  is  our  new  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  succeeding  Russel  Klepinger,  who  has  carried  on 
very  faithfully  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  primary  superin- 
tendent is  Mary  Oliver.  We  chose  Bro.  G.  L.  Wine  as  our  new 
elder  to  take  the  place  of  Bro.  D.  G.  Berkebile  of  Union  City, 
Ind.,  who  has  served  us  for  the  past  few  years.  Our  church  at- 
tendance has  held  up  fairly  well  considering  the  hot  weather. — 
Marlene  Wandle,  Greenville,  Ohio,  July  30. 

Prices  Creek. — At  our  spring  council  a  very  fine  report  was 
given  by  our  ladies'  aid  society.  Five  letters  were  granted.  Our 
church  was  represented  at  district  meeting  by  Brethren  Ken- 
neth Hollinger  and  Stanley  Miller.  The  church  enjoyed  a  very 
spiritual  communion  on  Thursday  evening  of  Passion  Week. 
In  a  recent  pulpit  exchange  in  the  district,  Bro.  Glenn  Rust  of 
Castine  brought  us  the  message,  using  as  his  subject.  Time  Out. 
Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer  of  Pennsylvania  worshiped  with  us  on  this 
Sunday  and  conducted  the  devotional  period.  On  Mother's  Day 
a  potted  plant  was  presented  to  every  lady  of  the  church  by  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  Bro.  George  Miller,  one  of  our  faithful  deacons,  is 
home  from  the  hospital  after  spending  ninety-nine  days  there, 
suffering  with  a  broken  hip.  Five  from  our  church  attended  the 
Annual  Conference,  among  whom  were  our  pastor  and  his  wife. 
During  their  absence  Bro.  William  Deaton  had  charge  of  our 
church  services.  He  brought  us  very  inspiring  messages.  Quite 
a  number  attended  the  county  Sunday-school  convention  at 
Eaton  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening  of  June  8.  Bro.  E.  C. 
Burnett,  a  member  of  our  local  church,  has  served  as  president 
of  this  group  for  the  past  several  years,  and  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Kenneth  Hollinger,  has  been  chosen  to  serve  as  president  for  the 
coming  year.  The  Castine  church  co-operated  with  us  in  a  daily 
vacation  Bible  school.  The  attendance  was  good.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  June  6  the  boys  and  girls  presented  an  interesting  pro- 
gram. For  the  past  few  weeks  we  have  met  for  Sunday  serv- 
ices at  our  schoolhouse  while  the  church  was  being  decorated. 
The  Sunday  school  presented  the  church  with  one  hundred  new 
hymnals.  We  have  sent  two  packets  to  our  Civilian  Service 
camp.  On  July  13  twenty-nine  of  our  young  people  visited 
Cadle  Tabernacle  in  Indianapolis  for  morning  services  and  then 
enjoyed  a  picnic  at  the  Brown  County  State  Park.  The  third 
week  in  August  has  been  set  aside  by  our  young  people  as  tithe 
week.  All  the  young  people  during  this  week  are  co-operating 
in  giving  a  tenth  of  their  income  to  the  Youth  Serves  project. 
Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer  of  Champion,  Pa.,  will  assist  us  in  our  re- 
vival meeting  beginning  the  middle  of  August.  The  interest  of 
our  church  has  been  very  splendid,  and  the  work  of  God's 
kingdom  is  advancing. — Mrs.  Paul  Getz,  West  Manchester,  Ohio, 
July  29. 

Sidney. — The  church  sent  our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough,  to  An- 
nual Conference  as  our  delegate.  On  June  15  the  children  gave  a 
splendid  program  that  was  well  attended.  At  the  council  meet- 
ing it  was  decided  that  we  would  have  the  church  redecorated 
and  also  do  a  little  remodeling  work.  The  young  people  var- 
nished the  floors  in  the  balcony  and  bought  carpet  for  the  bal- 
cony. Several  of  the  children  and  young  people  have  attended 
the  camps  at  Sugar  Grove.  On  June  1  in  the  evening  the  women 
of  the  Piqua  church  put  on  a  missionary  play.  Our  pastor  and 
his  wife  are  spending  their  vacation  in  Pennsylvania.  In  his 
absence  the  pulpit  will  be  filled  by  visiting  ministers.  Our  series 
of  meetings  will  begin  Oct.  5  and  last  two  weeks.  Bro.  C.  W. 
Warstler  will  be  the  minister  in  charge  of  the  meeting. — Marga- 
ret Friend,  Sidney,  Ohio,  July  28. 

Pennsylvania 

Berkey  (Shade  Creek). — Our  Sunday  school  has  been  keeping 
up  well  in  attendance  and  interest  during  the  summer  months. 
A  vacation  Bible  school  was  conducted  from  May  26  to  June  6, 
with  Edna  Ott  as  director.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  thirty- 
four  with  twenty-one  having  perfect  attendance.  A  very  suc- 
cessful revival  meeting  just  closed  with  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of 
East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  as  the  evangelist.  He  brought  us  strong 
gospel  messages,  and  as  a  direct  result  of  this  meeting,  twenty- 
two  were  baptized  and  one  restored  to  fellowship.  The  member- 
ship has  been  strengthened  and  encouraged  in  a  fine  way  through 
this  service. — Mrs.  John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa.,  July  30. 

Chambersburg. — Since  our  last  writing  we  have  had  some 
change  in  the  church.  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  left  here  on  April  1. 
We  then  had  guest  speakers  from  various  churches  until  June  8. 
Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick  moved  here  and  took  over  his  work,  start- 
ing June  15.  Our  attendance  has  been  good  in  both  the  morn- 
ing and  evening.  Bro.  Rarick  was  installed  in  his  pastoral  work 
here  on  Sunday  evening,  July  13,  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Morris 
Mentzer.  We  were  unable  to  have  a  vacation  Bible  school  this 
year.  Our  superintendent  has  planned  to  have  a  Sunday-school 
picnic  later  in  the  summer.  On  June  29  the  children  gave  a  pro- 
gram and  our  pastor  gave  a  short  talk  to  the  children.  Our 
church  will  have  open  doors  throughout  the  summer,  at  both 
the  morning  and  evening  services.  Two  of  our  aged  members 
have  passed  away  in  the  last  month.     We  have  also  gained  one — ■ 


a  young  sister  will  be  baptized  on  Sunday,  Aug.  3. — Mrs.  George 
Haldeman,  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  July  29. 

Codorus. — Since  our  last  report  sixteen  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism,  following  a  revival  meeting  held  at 
Codorus  by  Eld.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland.  Bro.  Kurtz  also 
officiated  at  our  love  feast.  Bro.  H.  S.  Snavely  of  Carlisle  gave 
the  examination  sermon  in  the  morning  and  also  officiated  at  the 
love  feast  at  Shrewsbury.  On  June  1  we  had  a  children's  day 
program  at  Pleasant  Hill.  Bro.  John  Roop  of  Maryland  gave 
the  address.  June  8  was  children's  day  at  Codorus.  Bro.  Melvin 
Jacobs  of  Thomasville  spoke  at  this  meeting.  June  29  was 
children's  day  at  New  Freedom;  Bro.  Phares  Forney  of  East 
Petersburg  gave  the  address.  Our  Elder  and  Sister  S.  C.  God- 
frey and  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Keeny  attended  the  Annual  Conference. 
Sister  Godfrey  and  Bro.  Keeny  served  as  delegates  from  our 
church  while  Bro.  Godfrey  served  as  the  district  delegate.  On 
June  22  we  had  a  joint  Sunday-school  meeting  at  Pleasant  Hill. 
On  July  13  our  young  people  sponsored  a  program  at  Codorus 
in  the  evening.  We  had  with  us  Dr.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  of 
Shippensburg,  who  gave  us  an  interesting  lecture;  a  quartet  of 
young  men  from  East  Petersburg  gave  special  music.  On  July 
14  we  held  our  quarterly  council  at  Shrewsbury.  On  July  17  the 
Shrewsbury  young  people  sponsored  a  program;  Austin  Wright 
of  Red  Lion  presented  a  chalk  talk.  We  are  planning  a  revival 
meeting  to  be  held  at  Shrewsbury  Aug.  17-31,  with  Eld.  F.  S. 
Carper  of  Palmyra  as  the  evangelist. — Mary  A.  Lehman,  Dallas- 
town,   Pa.,   July   21. 

Hanover. — On  Easter  Sunday,  April  13,  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school  resumed  services  after  an  interlude  of  about  two 
months  because  of  a  building  and  remodeling  program.  There 
was  a  record  attendance  at  this  service.  Seven  additional  Sun- 
day-school rooms  were  made  available,  besides  a  new  heating 
plant,  added  basement  facilities,  installation  of  rest  rooms,  re- 
finished  interior  of  old  structure,  recarpeting,  new  lighting, 
planting  of  shrubbery  and  other  improvements.  The  deacons 
were  appointed  to  solicit  the  membership  for  contributions  to- 
ward the  maintenance  of  our  Civilian  Service  camps.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  May  4.  Bro.  Wm.  Roop  of  Westminster  offici- 
ated. His  comments  during  the  service  were  very  helpful.  The 
general  mission  offering  was  $82.  Four  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  La  Verne  Conference.  Bro.  J.  E.  Myers  represented 
our  church  and  brought  back  a  report  which  he  gave  on  July  6. 
Our  series  of  meetings  is  scheduled  to  begin  on  Aug.  17.  Bro. 
David  H.  Snader  of  Akron,  Pa.,  is  the  engaged  evangelist. — 
A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa.,  July  27. 

Locust  Grove. — We  met  in  council  on  July  24  with  Eld.  S.  W. 
Pearce  presiding.  Bro.  Pearce  was  re-elected  elder.  We  also 
decided  to  retain  our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  B.  Harshbarger,  for  an- 
other year.  Other  items  of  business  were  transacted.  The 
ladies'  aid  is  going  to  paint  the  seats  in  the  church.  On  June  15 
we  began  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  with  Brother  and 
Sister  Linford  Rotenberger  of  Quakertown,  Pa.,  as  evangelists. 
They  held  a  very  successful  meeting.  Fourteen  received  Chris- 
tian baptism,  two  are  awaiting  the  rite,  and  several  have  re- 
consecrated their  lives.  We  have  secured  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi 
of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  to  hold  our  revival  this  coming  year. — Mrs. 
W.  G.  Wilson,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  July  26. 

Long  Run. — On  May  25  Dr.  Willis  R.  Hotchkiss,  a  missionary 
to  Africa,  brought  us  a  wonderful  message.  On  May  26  our 
council  was  held.  Bro.  John  T.  Byler  was  chosen  by  the  church 
as  pastor  to  take  charge  of  the  Long  Run  church.  On  June  1 
our  former  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  I.  Byler,  took 
charge  of  the  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  church.  We  were  sorry  to 
see  them  go.  Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Keeney  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Elam  Weaver  visited  the  Long  Run  church  on  June  1  and 
Bro.  Keeney  brought  the  message.  On  June  4  twenty-nine  of  the 
Maiden  Creek  church  members  rendered  a  program,  consisting 
of  instrumental  numbers,  songs  and  recitations.  It  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  our  church.  On  July  7  a  two  weeks'  tent 
meeting  was  held  on  the  Byler  farm,  with  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon  as 
evangelist.  We  were  greatly  benefited  by  his  sermons,  and  as  a 
direct  result  sixteen  have  been  added  to  the  church.  Baptism 
took  place  on  Sunday,  July  20,  by  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I. 
Byler.  On  July  26  the  church  met  in  council.  Bro.  David  Byler 
was  licensed  to  preach,  and  Bro.  James  Byler  was  installed  in 
the  ministry.  This  service  was  in  charge  of  Brethren  Michael 
Kurtz  and  Norman  Musser,  members  of  the  ministerial  board, 
and  our  elder,  Bro.  S.  G.  Meyer. — Helen  Reber,  Bowmanstown, 
Pa.,    July    29. 

Meyersdale. — The  closing  exercises  of  the  union  daily  vacation 
Bible  school  were  held  on  Sunday  evening  in  our  church,  where 
a  large  audience  was  assembled  to  enjoy  the  program.  This  was 
the  first  union  effort  along  this  line  and  was  sponsored  by  the 
local  ministerium.  Heretofore  each  of  the  five  Protestant 
churches  of  town  had  held  its  own  school.  This  innovation 
proved  a  great  success  and  will  probably  be  the  rule  hereafter. 
The  Rev.  Nelson  C.  Brown,  pastor  of  the  Amity  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  church,  was  dean,  and  the  faculty  was  made  up  of 
the  other  ministers  and  their  wives,  besides  other  competent  in- 
structors representing  all  the  denominations.  Pastor  DeWitt  L. 
Miller  had  charge  of  the  pulpit  work  at  the  commencement,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  program  diplomas  were  presented  to  the  269 
members  of  the  school  by  Dean  Brown.  Five  adults  were  bap- 
tized during  the  past  fortnight  by  Pastor  Miller.  On  Sunday 
evening,   July  27,   three   were   received   into   membership   in   the 
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local  congregation.  The  other  two,  being  residents  of  Garrett, 
joined  the  congregation  at  that  place.  The  church  here  was 
glad  to  have  with  us  on  July  27  Bro.  John  S.  Flory,  who  occu- 
pied the  pulpit  at  the  morning  worship  service,  delivering  an  ex- 
cellent address  along  the  lines  of  The  Heritage  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Bro.  Flory  was  one  of  the  instructors  in  Bible  and 
church  history  at  the  regional  Bible  school  and  training  school 
for  ministers  and  all  other  church  workers,  held  at  Camp  Har- 
mony last  week.  At  several  of  the  coming  Sunday  evening 
services  the  pastor  will  preach  a  series  of  sermons  that  will  pre- 
pare the  members  for  the  historical  Bible  cantata  that  will  be 
given  August  25,  26  and  27  by  the  church  choir. — W.  A.  Shoe- 
maker.  Meyersdale.  Pa.,   July  28. 

Middle  Creek. — Our  spring  council  was  held  on  the  afternoon 
of  May  24.  At  this  time  it  was  decided  a  revival  should  be  con- 
ducted in  the  Center  church  which  is  in  the  Middlecreek  con- 
gregation. On  Sunday  morning,  June  1,  Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker 
was  with  us  and  delivered  a  very  stirring  message  to  our  church 
school.  Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  in  the  evening  with 
Pastor  W.  F.  Berkebile  officiating  and  127  communing.  Our 
children's  day  service  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  June  27.  At 
this  time  the  young  people  also  very  ably  presented  the  play, 
The  Hope  of  India,  to  a  full  house.  A  missionary  offering  was 
lifted.  Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  on  July  13  in  the  pic- 
nic area  of  the  National  Park  at  Trent.  Sunday,  August  17,  will 
be  homecoming  at  Middle  Creek.  This  is  an  all-day  meeting 
with  our  pastor  bringing  the  morning  message,  and  Bro.  John 
F.  Graham,  pastor  of  the  Shade  Creek  congregation,  being  the 
guest  speaker  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  We  extend  a  cordial 
invitation  to  all  our  friends  and  former  residents  of  the  congre- 
gation to  worship  with  us.  We  are  raising  money  for  the  Civilian 
Service  camps.  Our  fall  council  will  be  held  on  Sept.  27  at  2:00 
P.  M.,  and  our  love  feast  on  Sunday,  October  5,  at  6:00  P.  M. — 
Lillian   Bruner,   Rockwood,   Pa.,   July   31. 

New  Enterprise. — The  baccalaureate  service  of  our  local  high 
school  was  held  in  the  New  Enterprise  Church  of  the  Brethren 
on  Sunday  evening,  May  25;  Bro.  Tobias  Henry  of  Roaring  Spring 
brought  the  message.  Our  pulpit  was  filled  on  June  1  by  Bro. 
Merle  Detwiler.  A  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
in  our  church  June  9-20  with  an  enrollment  of  168.  This  school 
was  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Staufer  assisted  by  six  other 
teachers  and  two  assistants.  A  special  council  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Salemville  house  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  25,  at 
which  time  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  a  member  of  the  ministerial 
mission  board,  was  with  us.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  the 
licensing  to  the  ministry  of  Bro.  D.  Luke  Bowser,  Jr.  Bro.  Al- 
fred Replogle  brought  us  helpful  messages  on  June  29,  both  in 
the  morning  and  evening.  Because  our  pastor  was  away,  on 
July  13  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Bro.  D.  Luke  Bowser,  Jr.  He 
gave  us  very  practical  messages  at  the  Salemville  and  New 
Enterprise  houses;  this  was  his  first  experience  since  called  to 
the  ministry.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  took  charge  of  the  evening  serv- 
ice. The  church  at  New  Enterprise  will  be  hostess  to  the  Sun- 
day-school convention  of  the  Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania  to 
be  held  during  the  last  week  of  August. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover, 
New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  July  23. 

Roxbury. — Our  union  vacation  Bible  school,  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  200,  just  closed.  During  the  first  year  of  Bro.  Brum- 
baugh's pastorate  sixty-seven  have  been  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  and  seventeen  by  letter.  Our  spring  love  feast  was 
well  attended.  Bro.  Brumbaugh  officiated.  We  recently  had  a 
very  interesting  talk  by  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  a  retired  mission- 
ary to  India.  Bro.  Wang  Tung  was  with  us  and  gave  a  very  good 
talk;  he  is  our  first  Chinese  convert  to  come  over  here  from 
China.  The  women's  guild,  which  was  recently  organized,  is  do- 
ing a  good  work.  We  had  a  mother  and  daughter  banquet  with 
144  present.  The  oldest  mother,  the  youngest  mother,  and  the 
mother  with  the  most  daughters  present,  each  received  a  nice 
pot  of  flowers.  We  are  having  some  necessary  repairs  made 
around  the  church.  The  churches  of  Roxbury  are  having  their 
last  Sunday  evening  union  meeting  next  Sunday  at  our  church. 
—Mrs.  E.   C.  Mosholder,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  July  26. 

Rummel. — On  April  24  Dr.  Edgar  S.  Kiracofe  of  Huntingdon 
brought  us  a  message  on  Christian  education.  On  May  4  we 
held  our  communion  with  a  large  attendance  present.  On  May 
13  we  held  a  special  program  for  our  mothers  and  daughters. 
On  May  19  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  brought  us  a  stirring  message 
at  our  mission  church  at  Ogletown  and  at  the  Rummel  church. 
So  much  interest  was  shown  during  the  two  weeks'  meetings 
by  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  at  Ogletown  that  he  has  continued  to  bring 
them  a  message  each  Tuesday  evening,  with  four  of  our  other 
ministers  bringing  the  messages  on  Sunday  evening.  Bro.  Ralph 
Shockey  of  the  Windber  Lutheran  church  is  also  bringing  them 
messages.  Quite  a  few  of  our  young  people  will  attend  Camp 
Harmony.  On  June  9  we  began  our  two  weeks'  Bible  school, 
ending  with  a  program  by  the  children  on  Sunday  evening, 
June  22.  On  June  15  several  special  numbers  were  given  in  rec- 
ognition of  the  fathers.  Our  pastor  has  been  bringing  us  very 
good  messages  this  past  quarter.  The  Sunday  morning  sermons 
have  been  devoted  to  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  Sunday 
evenings  to  the  prophets.  Our  attendance  and  offerings  have 
been  good.  The  parsonage  is  being  papered  and  painted;  the 
pastor  is  doing  the  work.  We  are  also  refinishing  the  church 
auditorium  floors. — Mrs.  Alton  Statler,  Windber,  Pa.,  July  22. 

Spring  Creek. — Our  love  feast  and  communion  services  were 
held  on  May  10  with  Brethren  James  Moore  and  Frank  Carper 


delivering  the  messages  for  self-examination.  They  also  offici- 
ated in  the  evening.  On  May  16  the  Federation  of  Men's  Bible 
Classes  of  Dauphin  County  held  their  fellowship  in  our  church. 
About.  100  attended  the  banquet,  at  which  Mr.  Speicher  was  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies.  On  May  12  an  all-day  music  festival  in  charge 
of  the  men's  chorus  was  held  in  our  church  with  Bro.  Roy  For- 
ney delivering  the  morning  message.  The  afternoon  program 
consisted  of  numbers  by  various  musical  groups,  and  the  eve- 
ning session  was  made  up  of  instrumental  numbers.  On  July  16 
Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller  was  ordained  into  the  eldership;  we  be- 
lieve he  is  the  youngest  minister  in  the  entire  brotherhood  to  re- 
ceive this  office.  Bro.  Henry  Long  was  a  volunteer  for  the  min- 
istry and  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  will  complete  his  college 
work  in  the  Hershey  Junior  College  and  Elizabethtown  College. 
Bro.  Long  is  the  fourth  young  man  to  volunteer  in  our  church 
in  the  past  few  years.  We  recently  received  two  into  church 
membership  by  former  baptism  and  one  by  baptism.  At  present 
we  are  having  our  vacation  Bible  school  in  the  evening  for  two 
weeks. — Mary   E.   Kauffman,   Hummelstown,   Pa.,   July   28. 

Sionerstown. — Bro.  F.  J.  Byer,  pastor  of  the  Hollidaysburg 
church,  preached  for  us  in  the  evening  of  April  20,  observing 
Juniata  College  day.  Our  evangelistic  services  were  held  from 
April  21  to  May  4  with  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va., 
preaching  for  us.  He  and  the  pastor  called  in  more  than  100 
homes.  Fifteen  were  baptized  and  the  meetings  closed  with  the 
love  feast,  at  which  101  were  present.  On  Mother's  Day  morn- 
ing the  Homemakers  class  sponsored  a  program;  part  of  this 
program  was  repeated  at  the  Morrisons  Cove  home  for  the  aged 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  pastor  preached  there.  The  church 
met  in  council  on  July  7  at  which  time  we  approved  plans  to 
have  necessary  repairs  made  in  the  building.  Our  Sunday- 
school  officers  and  teachers  meet  once  a  month  in  a  workers' 
council  where  they  share  in  planning  the  work  and  program  of 
the  Sunday  school.  At  the  end  of  the  business  session  the  pas- 
tor conducts  a  study  class,  choosing  some  teacher  or  other 
worker  to  discuss  each  chapter.  Our  church  co-operated  in  the 
community  daily  vacation  Bible  school  again  this  summer. 
There  were  141  pupils  enrolled;  we  furnished  six  of  the  teachers. 
On  July  13  the  Gideons  conducted  an  evening  service  for  us. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Bro.  William  Kinsey  of 
New  Windsor,  Md.,  with  us  for  a  week  of  meetings  beginning 
Nov.  3,  at  which  time  he  will  also  paint  a  picture  on  the  wall 
back  of  the  pulpit,  and  conduct  our  fall  love  feast. — Mrs.  Chester 
N.    Baird,    Saxton,    Pa.,    July   24. 

York. — Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  from  Witmer  spoke  in  the  First 
church  on  Mother's  Day  and  Bro.  S.  H.  Hess  from  Royersford 
spoke  in  the  Second  church,  both  contributing  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  services.  Members  of  the  Codorus  B.  Y.  P.  D.  were 
the  guests  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  May  29,  in  the  First  church.  Bro. 
Jesse  Ziegler,  brother  to  our  pastor,  gave  a  challenging  talk  at 
an  impressive  Galilean  service,  sponsored  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D., 
held  at  Bro.  G.  W.  Harlacher's  place  on  June  13.  Children's 
day  was  observed  on  June  8  in  the  First  church  with  Bro.  H.  M. 
Stover  from  Waynesboro  as  the  speaker,  and  June  15  in  the 
Second  church  with  Bro.  L.  Elmer  Leas  as  the  speaker.  On 
June  26  members  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  made  a  tour  of  a  local 
funeral  home,  and  by  way  of  advertising  were  remunerated  with 
$5.00  as  a  gift  from  the  home.  By  request,  our  local  chorus 
sang  several  selections  at  the  meeting  of  the  men's  Bible  class 
of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical  church  of  our  city  on  July  1.  A  ves- 
per service  was  held  at  Mt.  Pisgah  on  July  10;  Rev.  C.  E.  Myers, 
pastor  of  the  First  Methodist  church  of  our  city,  was  the  speaker. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  recently  elected  new  officers  for  the  next 
year  which  begins  in  October.  Miss  Esther  Hess  was  elected 
president,  and  the  adult  adviser  will  be  James  Oberdick.  The 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  closed  with  a  pageant  on  Sunday 
evening,  July  13.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  two  weeks  was 
177.  The  offering,  amounting  to  approximately  $70,  was  divided 
between  the  Van  Dyke  Mission  and  general  relief.  Ten  cartons 
of  clothing  were  gathered  during  the  two  weeks  and  will  be 
taken  to  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  juniors  and  intermediates  are  planning  to  meet  regu- 
larly to  make  layettes  and  clothing  under  the  direction  of  Sis- 
ter Ilda  Ziegler.  Our  Sunday  school  was  represented  by  six 
delegates  to  the  Sunday-school  convention  of  York  County, 
July  10.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  begun  a  project  of  working  on 
the  playgrounds  of  our  city,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Frances 
White  of  the  recreation  commission.  Fifteen  young  people 
have  been  averaging  three  hours  weekly  in  this  service.  Eld. 
H.  H.  Ziegler,  father  of  our  pastor,  preached  at  both  services 
in  the  First  church  on  July  20.  Dr.  S.  H.  Ziegler,  a  professor  at 
Cedar  Crest  College,  preached  at  the  morning  worship  hour  in 
the  Second  church  on  July  20.  The  men's  work  organization 
will  hold  its  outing  on  July  26  at  the  country  home  of  Dr.  E.  J. 
Bowser.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  outing  will  be  held  on  August  2.  Sis- 
ter Ruth  Oberdick  and  Prof.  Chester  Royer  are  the  delegates 
from  our  Sunday  school  to  the  district  Sunday-school  and  min- 
isterial meeting  which  will  be  held  in  the  York  First  church 
August  5-7.  Recently  one  person  was  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  There  were  nine  persons  from  our  congregation 
who  attended  the  Annual  Conference  in  LaVerne.  Our  Con- 
ference offering  amounted  to  $601.48.  A  group  of  colored  folks 
will  be  the  guests  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  July  24.  Ernest  Lefever, 
Edward  K.  Ziegler,  J.  Jack  Melhorn  and  Mrs.  John  Barwick 
represented  our  church  at  the  regional  conference  held  in  Pal- 
myra  recently. — Mildred  Meals,   York,  Pa.,  July  21. 
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Virginia 

Brick. — On  June  29  we  met  in  council  with  Bro.  J.  B.  Peters 
presiding.  The  following  were  chosen  delegates  for  district 
conference,  to  be  held  Aug.  5-7:  Price  T.  Angle,  Wilsie  Barnhart 
and  Parker  Leffue.  One  letter  was  granted.  On  May  28  we  had 
a  mother  and  father  banquet.  About  eighty  were  present  and 
enjoyed  the  evening  of  fellowship.  We  had  with  us  Brother  and 
Sister  M.  Guy  West  of  the  Roanoke  Central  church,  for  the 
evening.  Our  pastors.  Brother  and  Sister  K.  P.  Flora,  are  leav- 
ing soon  to  take  up  seminary  work  at  Bethany.  The  young  peo- 
ple have  been  studying  a  unit  on  temperance,  and  the  climax 
of  this  series  is  a  public  play,  The  Whirlwind.  Our  vacation 
Bible  school  begins  July  28.  Plans  are  being  made  for  a  re- 
vival in  the  fall.  We  are  planning  for  a  large  number  of  our 
congregation  to  attend  the  school  of  music  conducted  by  Bro. 
Perry  Huffaker  at  the  Antioch  church,  beginning  July  28.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  made  up  packets  to  send  to  our  boys  who  have 
been  drafted  for  service.  Our  first  Sunday  offerings  go  for  the 
support  of  the  boys  while  in  camp.  Cleveland  C.  Sink  was  ap- 
pointed treasurer  of  this  fund. — Sylvia  Angle  Flora,  Rocky 
Mount,   Va.,   July  21. 

Burks  Fork. — On  June  7  Bro.  Ralph  Bowman  of  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  came  to  serve  as  our  summer  pastor.  We  had  a  two 
weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  at  our  church,  followed  by  a 
series  of  meetings  lasting  two  weeks.  While  there  were  no  con- 
versions, we  feel  that  much  good  was  accomplished  and  hope 
there  may  yet  be  more  visible  results.  Bro.  Hylton  Harman  of 
Kansas  City,  Kans.,  was  with  us  on  June  29  and  gave  a  timely 
message  which  was  much  appreciated.  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  on  June  15.  The  delegates  to  district  conference  are 
Brethren  Jake  Keith  and  Eslie  Hylton.  The  Bible  school  at  the 
Stuart  church  began  on  July  21,  and  a  series  of  meetings  will 
be  held  there  in  August.  The  attendance  at  both  Sunday-school 
and  church  services  is  very  good. — Audna  Hylton,  Willis,  Va., 
July   24. 

Snow  Creek. — The  members  of  the  Snow  Creek  congregation 
were  called  together  at  the  Boone  Chapel  church  on  Thursday 
evening,  July  24,  with  Eld.  L.  A.  Bowman  presiding.  Bro.  El- 
wood  Humphreys  introduced  the  business  of  the  evening,  which 
was  the  question  of  dividing  the  congregation.  After  some  dis- 
cussion a  vote  was  taken.  It  was  unanimously  passed  to  divide 
the  congregation  and  call  the  new  section  the  Jones  Chapel  con- 
gregation. The  new  church  is  located  on  highway  108,  five  miles 
north  of  Martinsville,  Va.  Bro.  Elwood  F.  Humphreys  is  the 
pastor.  The  delegates  for  district  meeting  were  elected. — M.  A. 
Bowman,    Martinsville,    Va.,   July   28. 
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Carefully  Prepared  Lessons  by  Leaders  in  the  Religious  Education  of  Children 


GRADED  COURSES 
for  PRIMARIES 

Graded  Series  for  the  3  Year  Primary  Course 

YEAR  I 

MAKING  DISCOVERIES  IN  GOD'S  WORLD 

Complete  Lessons  for  the  First  Year  Primaries,  Grouped  in  4  Parts. 

YEAR  II 

LIVING  TOGETHER  IN  GOD'S  WORLD 

Second  Year  Primary  Course — 52  Interesting  Lessons.    Grouped  in  4  Parts. 

YEAR  III 

FRIENDS  IN  GOD'S  WORLD 

Third  Year  Primary  Course — 53  Story  Lessons.     Grouped  in  4  Parts. 

•     MATERIALS      • 

1.  TEACHERS'  TEXTBOOK:    A  Lesson  Quarterly. 

2.  PUPILS'  STORY  LEAFLET:  Four  pages  for  courses  I  and  II;  six  pages  for  Course  III.  Cover 

pages  in  full  color. 

3.  LARGE  TEACHING  PICTURES:    A  set  for  each  quarter.     Subjects  include  Biblical,  Child- 

Life  and  Missionary  Subjects  in  full  color. 

4.  STORY  LEAFLET   COVERS:    Attractive  Leaflet  Covers  with  seasonal  designs. 

5.  PRIMARY   SUPERINTENDENT'S   GUIDE:    A    complete    and    valuable    manual    for    using 

Graded  Lessons.     Gives  detailed  outlines  of  the  three  primary  courses,  and  suggestions 
for  organizing  and  administering  the  department. 

BUY  A  BOOK  FOR  PRIMARY  WORKERS 
—SEE  PAGE  31 

Write  for  Free  48-page  "Prospectus" 

of  the  Brethren  Graded  Courses  for  Nur- 
sery, Beginner,  Primary  and  Junior,  giving 
sample  lessons  as  well  as  outlining  and 
organizing  courses  and  classes.  ...  A 
valuable  booklet  for  teachers  and  depart- 
ment heads. 

Include  sample  guarter's  work  with  next 
order  for  Sunday-school  Supplies. 


BRETHREN   PUBLISHING   HOUSE.   Elgin,   Illinois 
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Russell  Colgate,  President  of  the 
International  Council  of  Religious 
Education,  died  suddenly  on  July 
31.  1941.  from  a  heart  attack.  Mr. 
Colgate  was  one  of  the  outstanding 
Christian  laymen  of  the  present  gen- 
eration in  his  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  Christian  education.  As  well  as 
being  president  and  a  trustee  of  the 
International  Council  of  Religious 
Education,  he  was  president  of  the 
International  Association  of  Daily 
Vacation  Bible  Schools,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  a 
member  of  the  finance  committee 
of  the  New  Jersey  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education,  president  and 
trustee  of  the  Religious  Education 
Foundation,  a  trustee  of  Colgate 
University,  and  vice-president  and  a 
trustee  of  the  Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity  School.  He  was  also  su- 
perintendent of  the  Sunday  school 
in  his  home  church,  the  North 
Orange  Baptist  church  of  Orange, 
New  Jersey,  the  third  generation  of 
his  family  to  serve  in  this  capacity. 

Russell  Colgate  was  the  youngest 
of  six  sons  of  Samuel  Colgate.  He 
was  born  at  Seven  Oaks,  Orange, 
New  Jersey,  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  Dearborn  Morgan 
School  of  Orange.  Later,  he  at- 
tended Hill  School,  Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Phillips  Andover 
Academy.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Yale  Uni- 
versity in  1896  and  in  1902  became 
connected  with  the  family  enter- 
prise. Four  years  later  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  partnership  in  Colgate 
and  Company.  In  1908  he  was  made 
secretary  and  subsequently  became 
treasurer  of  the  company.  With  the 
merger  of  the  company  with  the 
Palmolive-Peet  interests,  in  1928, 
Russell  Colgate  became  a  director 
of  the  Colgate-Palmolive  Peet  Com- 
pany, remaining  in  that  capacity 
for   the   rest   of  his   life.     His   long 


RUSSELL  COLGATE 
Christian  Layman,  Dies 

experience  and  tempered  judgment 
were  always  at  the  disposal  of  the 
company. 

Russell  Colgate  always  shared  the 
family  interest  in  civic  affairs  and 
in  religious  and  educational  work. 
The  Colgate  family  was  closely 
bound  together  by  ties  of  affection 
and  mutual  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  William  Colgate,  Russell's 
grandfather.  This  founder  of  the 
soap  company,  whose  interests  cir- 
cle the  globe,  was  born  in  Kent, 
England,  and  came  to  America 
when  twelve  years  of  age.  As  a 
young  man  he  started  to  New  York 
to  make  his  fortune  and  on  the  way 
met  a  canal-boat  captain  who  asked 
where  he  was  going.  The  captain 
prayed  with  him  and  gave  him  this 
advice:  "Someone  will  soon  be  the 
leading  soapmaker  in  New  York.  It 
can   be  you  as   well   as   anyone.     I 


hope  it  may.  Be  a  good  man;  give 
your  heart  to  Christ;  give  the  Lord 
all  that  belongs  to  him  of  every 
dollar  you  earn;  make  an  honest 
soap;  give  a  full  pound,  and  I  am 
certain  you  will  yet  be  a  prosper- 
ous and  rich  man." 

William  Colgate  followed  this  ad- 
vice and  his  children  and  grand- 
children did  likewise.  He  began  by 
giving  one  tenth  of  his  income  to 
the  Lord,  increased  the  amount  as 
his  prosperity  increased,  and  ended 
by  giving  the  whole  of  his  income 
to  religious  causes.  Russell  Colgate 
was  likewise  liberal  with  his  money 
as  well  as  with  his  time  and  gave 
generously  to  various  religious  or- 
ganizations. 

Mr.  Colgate's  unassuming  nature, 
gracious  personality,  and  earnest 
devotion  to  the  vital  interests  of 
Christian  education  endeared  him 
to  all  in  the  fellowship  of  the  In- 
ternational Council.  Dr.  Roy  G. 
Ross,  General  Secretary  of  the  In- 
ternational Council  of  Religious  Ed- 
ucation, made  the  following  tribute 
to  his  memory: 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Russell  Col- 
gate, American  Christianity  has  lost 
one  of  its  greatest  leaders  and  ad- 
vocates. Mr.  Colgate  symbolized 
our  nation's  finest  traditions  in 
Christian  lay  leadership.  Few  men 
of  any  generation  have  given  their 
lives  and  resources  with  such  com- 
plete devotion  to  Christian  purpos- 
es. His  life  has  been  an  inspiration 
to  a  host  of  business  and  profes- 
sional leaders  throughout  the  na- 
tion; it  has  been  an  example  of 
Christian  living  for  hosts  of  young 
people  and  a  blessing  to  other  mil- 
lions of  people  of  all  ages  who  were 
never  privileged  to  know  him  per- 
sonally. 

Mr.  Colgate  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Josephine  Kirtland  Colgate, 
and  by  two  children,  Josephine  and 
John. 


Discontinuance  of  the  European 
refugee  camp  at  Quaker  Hill  near 
Richmond,  Ind.,  is  announced.  Since 
the  opening  fifty  European  refugees 
have  been  helped  to  learn  the  Eng- 
lish language  and  to  become  ac- 
quainted  with  American   traditions. 

The  Spanish  government  will  re- 
construct 148  villages  destroyed  dur- 
ing the  civil  war.  Most  of  the  dam- 
aged villages  are  in  Aragon,  Cata- 
lonia and  the  Madrid  region.  The 
approximate  cost  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion will  be  $144,000,000. 


For  months  the  birth  rate  in  ur- 
ban centers  in  England  has  been 
overtaking  the  death  rate  until  now 
the  war  babies  are  winning  in  all 
cities  with  over  50,000  population 
with  the  exception  of  London. 

Religious  forces  won  a  victory  in 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature  with 
the  defeat  of  a  bill  to  permit  retail 
liquor  dealers  to  remain  open  for 
business  until  two  o'clock  on  Sun- 
day morning.  All  liquor  selling  es- 
tablishments must  close  at  midnight 
on  Saturday. 


The  ninth  minister  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Murray  D.  Van 
Wagoner  of  Michigan  to  a  position 
on  a  special  commission  to  mediate 
labor  strife  in  the  state. 

The  American  Guild  of  Organists, 

meeting  in  a  second  national  bien- 
nial convention,  expressed  willing- 
ness to  co-operate  with  public  and 
private  agencies  in  bringing  together 
those  people  in  all  the  Americas  who 
are  interested  in  organ  music  as  a 
contribution  to  cultural  understand- 
ing. 
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Making  Up  For  Madness 

The  curious  accommodation  to  circumstances 
which  in  this  war  has  made  it  hard  to  tell  sides 
and  what  one  is  fighting  for  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  Finnish  conundrum.  But  whichever  the  side 
and  whatever  the  freedoms  desired,  the  cold  fact 
remains  there  will  have  to  be  a  lot  of  making  up 
for  madness. 

Take  the  population  situation  in  Europe.  What 
of  the  worries  of  Malthus  now!  Says  an  Amer- 
ican correspondent  in  a  letter  from  the  Finnish- 
Red  front:  "To  recover  from  this  war  and  the 
winter  war  of  1939-40,  Finnish  sociologists  will  tell 
you  that  every  married  couple  must  produce  at 
least  six  children."  But  why  so  many  if  in  the 
end  they  are  as  so  much  cannon  fodder? 

We  know  the  answer  that  will  be  given.  But 
thanks  be  to  God  for  the  faith  of  those  who  are 
giving  thought  to  the  essentials  of  an  enduring 
peace.  Our  hope  is  not  in  more  deadly  engines 
of  destruction,  but  in  the  discovery  of  the  tech- 
niques which  will  make  it  possible  for  nation  to 
get  on  with  nation.  Then  we  will  not  have  to  be 
forever  making  up  for  the  madness  of  war. 

H.   A.  B. 

How  It  Can  Be  Done 

"It  is  a  job  well  worth  doing  for  faith  is  the 
only  thing  that  can  enable  us  to  survive  the  hour 
that  is  before  us." 

That  is  a  bit  of  clear  thinking  worthy  of  a  place 
in  your  most  treasured  scrap-book.  Whether  the 
job  referred  to — ringing  the  chimes  in  the  church 
tower  twice  a  day — was  as  important  as  the  speak- 
er thought,  we  are  sure  that  his  conclusion  was 
absolutely  sound.  We  believe  the  job  was  worth 
while.  The  purpose  was  to  keep  the  thought  of 
the  people  centered  on  spiritual  realities.  That  is 
important  beyond  all  calculation. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  pleasing  God  only,  for 
which  faith  is  said  to  be  so  indispensable;  it  is 


a  question  of  holding  yourself  together,  maintain- 
ing your  composure,  facing  life  with  courage  and 
confidence.  It  can  be  done  through  faith.  It  can 
only  be  done  through  faith.  By  some  it  can  be 
done  easily,  by  some  with  great  difficulty,  but  it 
can  be  done  through  faith.  E.  P. 

If  Not  a  Finer  Coat 

The  years  ahead  are  likely  to  drive  much  deeper 
into  the  church  consciousness  a  truth  already  ap- 
parent to  discerning  minds.  We  must  learn  to  give 
more  and  to  like  it  better.  The  need  is  so  appalling 
and  there  is  every  prospect  that  it  will  become  still 
worse.  Destruction  of  the  earth's  resources  con- 
tinues at  an  accelerated  pace  and  so  does  the 
spread  of  human  misery.  One  shrinks  from  try- 
ing to  imagine  what  one  more  year  may  bring  to 
the  world. 

If  the  church  is  to  maintain  a  worth-while  wit- 
ness in  this  crazy  world,  the  spirit  of  the  self-giv- 
ing Christ  must  get  firmer  hold  of  her.  We  must 
let  go  those  mental  reservations  when  we  sing  so 
sweetly:     "Not  a  mite  would  I  withhold." 

No,  this  does  not  mean  that  every  last  red  cent 
should  be  turned  into  the  church  treasury,  though 
it  would  seem  that  the  widow  whom  Jesus  was 
watching  did  just  that.  It  certainly  does  mean 
that  every  last  red  cent  must  be  used  for  promot- 
ing the  kingdom  of  God  in  some  form,  even  if 
some  of  them  go  for  bread  and  some  for  recrea- 
tion. 

The  sticker  lies  in  the  genuineness  of  the  conse- 
cration. If  the  life  is  really  given  to  God  the  prob- 
lem of  apportioning  our  resources  is  not  so  diffi- 
cult as  we  sometimes  pretend.  It  is  when  devo- 
tion is  only  half-hearted  that  most  of  our  trouble 
comes.  When  there  is  no  true  consecration  at  all, 
the  problem  is  easy.  In  that  case  selfishness  rules 
and  we  give  to  the  need  of  others  only  what  we 
can  spare  without  infringing  upon  our  own  de- 
sires.   So  also  when  consecration  is  complete,  it  is 
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not  so  hard  to  decide  whether  to  spend  a  few  ex- 
tra dollars  for  a  more  luxurious  looking  suit, 
though  not  more  serviceable,  or  to  put  them  in  the 
Brethren  Service  relief  cup.  But  when  I  do  love 
God  and  my  neighbor  some,  yet  not  nearly  so 
much  as  I  love  myself,  O  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  agony  of  this  ter- 
rible dilemma! 

The  newspapers  and  the  newscasters  have  been 
telling  us  how  many  millions  of  tons  of  shipping 
are  going  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  To  grasp  the 
full  meaning  of  this  is  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
imagination.  Some  of  it  is  guns  and  some  is  but- 
ter but  even  the  guns  are  made  of  stuff  that  could 
have  added  to  human  happiness.  This  monstrous 
perversion  and  destruction  of  things  which  God 
called  good  because  he  made  them  for  a  useful 
end,  makes  it  all  the  more  imperative  for  the 
church  to  be  the  church  Christ  founded,  a  church 
set  on  a  hill  to  light  up  the  dark  world  with  his 
love. 

To  do  this  we  must  love  more  and  serve  more 
and  share  more  and  live  more.  e.  f. 

Meeting  Two  Needs  at  Once 

So  overwhelming  is  the  great  world  tragedy 
which  staggers  us  all  that  we  may  easily  miss  the 
equally  worthy  objects  of  our  sympathetic  in- 
terest closer  at  hand.  Their  suffering  may  be  as 
real  as  that  in  the  faraway  lands  and  even  more 
pitiable  because  friends  who  could  help  are  so 
near  and  yet  do  not  see  their  opportunity.  Nor 
their  own  need  of  practice  lest  their  emotional 
tension  spend  itself  in  useless  lament. 

A  home  is  threatened  with  disaster  because  the 
good-hearted  father  is  the  victim  of  a  weakness 
which  wastes  his  earnings,  invites  the  judgment  of 
the  law  and  imperils  the  security  of  his  fine  little 
family.  The  young  mother  sees  the  storm  break- 
ing as  her  own  heart  is  breaking  under  the  load 
she  carries  in  her  daily  work.  She  shares  her 
burden  with  friends  who  understand.  They  quick- 
ly see  beyond  the  immediate  need  of  material  re- 
lief, the  deeper  need  of  counsel,  management, 
courage.  A  way  is  found  which  rekindles  hope 
and  faith.  Perhaps  a  life  can  be  redeemed  and  an- 
other family  unit  saved  to  happiness  and  useful- 
ness. 

Not  every  miracle  of  ministry  makes  the  head- 
lines. Life  is  real  all  around  us.  Are  your  eyes 
and  ears  alert  to  opportunities  to  serve?  Please 
keep  the  two  vital  points  in  mind,  the  distress 
which  you  could  relieve  and  the  spiritual  culture 
it  would  give  you.  The  sufferers  need  the  help 
and  we  all  need  the  practice.  e.  f. 


How  to  Get  Along  With  People 

Rafael  Santoris,  in  a  special  article  released  by 
the  No-frontier  News  Service,  has  some  interest- 
ing things  to  say  about  how  to  get  along  with  Lat- 
in Americans.  He  feels  the  North  Americans  have 
usually  bungled  things  by  the  expectation  of 
quick  acceptance  of  northern  ways  and  standards. 

The  Latin  American  countries  are  large  and 
generally  undeveloped.  The  bulk  of  the  people 
have  a  real  problem  managing  to  live  while  im- 
proving their  countries.  Santoris  suggests  that 
"before  North  Americans  go  to  the  Latin  Ameri- 
can countries  .  .  .  they  would  do  well  to  visit 
among  their  own  poor  for  a  while,  living  as  they 
do  and  getting  a  taste  of  what  their  life  means." 
His  point  is  that  these  possible  friends  must  be 
understood  before  they  can  be  appreciated  and 
help  given. 

Santoris  gives  an  interesting  sidelight  on  how 
the  traveler  can  win.  friends  and  get  along  with 
people.  "During  trips  to  isolated  and  remote  re- 
gions ...  I  have  found  that  a  supply  of  common 
medicines  was  far  more  effective  than  any  amount 
of  arms.  When  one  approaches  the  small  villages 
along  the  trail,  they  appear  to  be  completely  de- 
serted." The  reason  given  is  that  "they  have  had 
some  bad  experiences." 

"So  I  have  always  made  it  a  practice  to  see  if 
there  are  any  sick  to  be  treated — and  there  always 
are.  A  few  treatments  will  do  wonders,  for  where- 
as ordinarily  my  money  backed  up  by  my  best 
persuasion  would  procure  me  at  most  tortillas  and 
beans,  the  treatment  of  their  sick  brings  out  eggs 
and  cheese  and  whatever  they  have  reserved  for  a 
special  feast." 

Then  how  are  the  wonderful  opportunities  of 
Latin  America  to  be  realized?  Through  patience 
in  gaining  understanding,  much  as  a  teacher  would 
visit  in  a  home  in  order  to  understand  her  pupils. 
"North  Americans  must  accept  the  fact  that  the 
only  lasting  benefit  in  relations  with  another  coun- 
try is  one  that  is  reciprocal."  One  cannot  but 
wonder  if  the  dictators  have  heard  of  this  most 
effective  way  of  getting  along  with  people. 

It  is  true  that  the  invader,  acting  quickly 
enough,  can  sometimes  find  "as  a  nest  the  riches 
of  the  people:  and  as  one  gathereth  eggs  that 
are  left,  .  .  .  gather  all  the  earth."  But  after  that 
first  gleaning,  what  then?  Just  as  a  fruit  tree  that 
is  cut  down  is  done  for,  or  the  dead  hen's  egg-lay- 
ing days  are  over,  so  the  quick  pickings  of  con- 
quest are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  long-time 
gains  that  come  with  sincere  efforts  to  advance 
goodwill  and  co-operation.  h.  a.  b. 
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If  we  accept  the  liberal  view  that  all  experience 
is  education,  then  the  trek  of  the  Brethren  across 
the  continent  was  surely  an  important  factor  in 
their  education.  New  environment,  new  neigh- 
bors, new  problems  constitute  the  kind  of  back- 
ground most  conducive  to  the  development  of 
new  ideas.  However,  if  by  education  we  mean  the 
organized  effort  to  transmit  the  cultural  heritage, 
then  the  nature  of  emigration  is  such  as  to  delay 
that  process.  The  physical  labor  involved  in  the 
conquest  of  the  wilderness  and  the  hard  conditions 
of  life  on  the  frontier  do  not  leave  much  time  for 
reading  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts;  hence  we 
should  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  some  dec- 
ades elapsed  before  the  pioneers  in  the  West  es- 
tablished educational  facilities  for  their  children. 
Moreover  there  were  other  factors  which  also  con- 
tributed to  the  delay.  The  movement  to  the  Pa- 
cific slope  began  when  the  Brethren  in  the  East 
were  still  in  their  Dark  Ages.  In  1853,  about  the 
time  when  the  wagons  of  the  Brethren  pioneers 
were  creaking  over  the  trails  to  Oregon,  a  query 
came  before  the  Annual  Conference  asking  wheth- 
er it  was  right  for  a  brother  to  go  to  college  or 
teach  in  one.  The  reply  was:  "Considered  that 
we  would  deem  colleges  a  very  unsafe  place  for 
a  simple  follower  of  Christ,  inasmuch  as  they  are 
calculated  to  lead  us  astray  from  the  faith  and 
obedience  to  the  gospel." 

Naturally  Brethren  in  the  West  at  first  shared 
these  sentiments.  The  pioneers  also  were  shielded 
somewhat  from  the  influence  of  a  new  environ- 
ment by  their  tendency  to  move  in  groups  and  set- 
tle together.  Consequently,  in  the  period  between 
1850  and  1870,  when  the  Brethren  were  moving  in- 
\to   Oregon   and   northern   California,   their   com- 


munity life  reflected  very  closely  the  pattern  of 
Brethren  culture  in  the  East.  However,  even 
among  the  Brethren  there  were  some  varieties 
and  differences.  In  the  pioneer  communities  in 
the  Willamette  and  San  Joaquin  Valley,  the  Far 
Western  Brethren  of  Missouri  and  southern  Illi- 
nois mingled  with  the  more  orthodox  groups  from 
the  East.  Their  differences  stimulated  discussion 
and  revealed  the  need  for  tolerance,  but  unfor- 
tunately did  not  result  in  much  progress  along 
this  line. 

In  the  seventies  and  early  eighties  when  the 
Brethren  in  the  East  were  laying  the  foundations 
of  Juniata,  Ashland,  Mount  Morris,  and  Bridge- 
water,  the  Brethren  in  the  West  were  outside  the 
bounds  of  this  educational  renaissance  except  as 
they  found  it  reflected  in  the  columns  of  the  Gos- 
pel Visitor,  the  Christian  Family  Companion,  and 
other  Brethren  periodicals.  Through  these  agen- 
cies, men  like  Henry  Kurtz  and  James  Quinter 
could  exert  some  influence  even  on  the  Pacific 
slope,  and  we  may  be  certain  that  there  were 
many  Brethren  preachers  in  remote  Western  set- 
tlements whose  minds  were  enlarged  and  hearts 
warmed  as  they  read  the  words  of  these  faraway 
leaders  by  the  light  of  a  kerosene  lamp.  We  know 
that  some  of  them  were  inspired  to  sit  down  and 
reply,  telling  of  their  longing  for  their  old  friends, 
their  hardships,  their  problems,  and  their  earnest 
desire  to  live  "according  to  the  gospel"  and  to  win 
others  to  the  faith.  Their  letters  bear  many 
marks  of  their  lack  of  education  and  their  pro- 
vincial background,  but  of  their  sincere  piety  and 
genuine  missionary  zeal,  leave  little  doubt.  The 
latter  runs  like  a  thread  through  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  Brethren  in  the  west.     The  Pacific 
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slope  was  a  kind  of  Macedonia  which  had  called 
for  their  help  and  some  of  them  had  even  begun 
to  think  of  it  as  a  kind  of  steppingstone  in  the 
march  of  the  Brethren  to  China. 

Missionary  zeal  was  one  of  the  important  fac- 
tors to  lead,  in  the  nineties,  to  the  establishment 
of  a  Brethren  school  on  the  coast,  which  was  to 
supply  new  recruits  for  missions. 

The  movement  of  the  Brethren  into  Southern 
California  did  not  really  begin  till  the  eighties. 
The  completion  of  the  railroad  had  led  to  the  boom 
of  this  region.  As  the  Santa  Fe  began  to  build  its 
lines  west  of  San  Bernardino,  towns  sprang  up 
like  mushrooms  all  along  the  line.  Among  them 
was  the  town  of  Lordsburg,  which  was  born  in 
1887 — the  very  same  year  that  some  Brethren  in 
the  Middle  West  had  decided  to  establish  at  Mc- 
Pherson  the  first  Brethren  college  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Among  the  early  visitors  to  Southern  California 
was  M.  M.  Eshelman,  who  had  been  a  trustee  and 
solicitor  for  McPherson.  He  was  to  become  the 
promoter  of  the  college  at  Lordsburg.  The  two 
colleges  were  to  be  further  linked  in  many  ways. 
From  the  faculty  of  McPherson  College  were  to 
come  no  less  than  four  of  Lordsburg's  presidents, 
besides  a  number  of  its  teachers. 

However,  we  are  anticipating  our  story.  The 
lot  of  solicitor  is  not  an  easy  one  at  best  and  after 
a  few  years  of  it,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Brother 
Eshelman  accepted  the  invitation  of  George  L. 
McDonaugh,  immigration  agent  for  the  Santa  Fe, 
to  join  a  party  of  homeseekers  which  he  was  plan- 
ning to  bring  to  California  following  the  Annual 
Meeting.  While  here,  he  and  some  other  Breth- 
ren were  taken  by  McDonaugh  on  a  tour  through 
the  city  of  Los  Angeles  and  the  surrounding 
towns.  One  of  them  was  the  village  of  Lords- 
burg where  they  were  shown  the  big  three-storied 
hotel  which  had  been  erected  in  the  days  of  the 
boom  at  a  cost  of  $75,000.  With  its  long  veranda, 
its  cupalos,  and  gables,  it  was  an  impressive  affair. 
Judge  Maginnis,  manager  of  the  Pacific  Land  Im- 
provement Company,  suggested  to  them  that  it 
would  make  a  splendid  site  for  the  establishment 
of  a  college.  Brother  Eshelman  said,  later,  that  he 
was  not  much  interested  at  first,  but  finally  pre- 
pared an  option  offering  $15,000  for  the  building, 
the  block  on  which  it  stood,  and  100  town  lots.  To 
his  surprise  the  offer  was  accepted. 

That  summer  the  promoters  made  an  agree- 
ment with  Daniel  Houser  and  S.  A.  Overholtzer 
that  they  with  two  other  Brethren  should  take 
over  the  project  and  complete  the  transaction  by 
paying  for  the  building  and  lots.    The  men  they 


The  Giant  Sequoias 

BY    MYRA    BROOKS    WELCH 

I'm  thinking  about  those  giant  sequoias 
That  tower  beyond  the  purple  arroyos 
Majestic  and  sublime; 
They  are  older  than  any  living  thing 
Since  man  has  reckoned  time. 

Those  patriarchal,  age-defying  trees, 

Must  have  seen  many  earth-born  tragedies 

Pass  in  changing  tableaux, 

When  mountains  were  scuttled  and  inland  seas 

Were  shifted  to  and  fro. 

They  have  vied  with  tempest  and  forest  fire; 
They  have  braved  the  earth  when  it  shook  with  ire; 
Like  men,  whom  pain  has  made 
Unconquerable,  they  face  new  futures 
Serene  and  unafraid. 

Let  my  soul  be  as  strong  as  those  great  trees; 

As  unmindful  of  poignant  memories 

And  life's  chastening  rod  .  .  . 

Standing  erect  and  tall  with  praying  arms 

Uplifted  toward  God. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


secured  were  David  Kuns  and  his  brother,  Henry. 
These  four  men  were  thus  the  founders  of  Lords- 
burg College  and  members  of  its  first  board  of 
trustees.  They  organized  the  Lordsburg  College 
Association  which  was  to  have  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000. 

That  these  Brethren  regarded  the  transaction  as 
something  more  than  a  business  venture  is  evi- 
dent from  a  letter  written  by  Henry  L.  Kuns,  son 
of  David  Kuns,  to  the  Southern  Californian  about 
this  time: 

"The  Brethren  who  formed  the  corporation,"  he  saysr 
"have  cheerfully  yet  humbly  accepted  the  great  re- 
sponsibilities .  .  .  necessarily  attached  to  the  project 
[which]  marks  one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Brethren  Church.  .  .  .  Important  for 
many  reasons,  but  principally  on  account  of  the  recog- 
nition of  the  .  .  .  fact  that  education  is  beginning  to  be 
recognized  as  one  of  the  means  of  advancing  the  press- 
ing ever  demanding  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  on 
earth.  .  .  .  The  foundation  is  laid  on  which  a  grand  in- 
stitution will  be  built  with  God's  sustaining  power  and 
blessings,  from  which  missionaries  will  eventually  be 
sent  to  every  land  beneath  the  sun  to  carry  the  gospel 
in  its  simplicity  and  beauty,  educated  full  of  zeal,  hav- 
ing no  other  object  but  to  strengthen  the  work  of  other 
missionaries  who  have  gone  before." 

Official  permission  to  establish  the  school  was 
secured  at  the  Hagerstown  Conference  and  in  the 
fall  of  1891,  just  fifty  years  ago,  Lordsburg  College 
opened  its  doors.  Dr.  S.  S.  Garst  was  its  first 
president.  Courses  of  instruction  were  offered  in 
all  departments — collegiate,  preparatory,  normal, 
commercial,  music,  art  and  model  training — for 
the  modest  tuition  of  $13  a  term. 
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Dr.  Garst  was  succeeded  by  E.  A.  Miller  and  E. 
A.  Miller  by  I.  N.  H.  Beahm.  Both  of  the  latter 
were  from  Virginia.  In  1899,  W.  I.  T.  Hoover  be- 
came president  and  held  the  office  till  1901.  He 
was  to  return  about  a  decade  later  as  dean  and  is 
still  with  us  as  dean  emeritus. 

By  1901  the  owners  of  the  school  had  discov- 
ered that  the  promotion  of  an  educational  institu- 
tion was  a  losing  business  so  far  as  financial  re- 
turns were  concerned,  and  they  were  anxious  to 
lease  the  property  to  some  one  who  would  assume 
the  burden  and  responsibility  of  operating  the  col- 
lege. It  was  some  time  before  some  one  was 
found,  so  the  college  was  closed  in  1901-1902.  The 
man  who  then  rescued  the  college  and  gave  it  an- 
other lease  of  life  was  W.  C.  Hanawalt  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  protocol 
of  agreement  shows  the  grave  feeling  of  responsi- 
bility assumed  by  the  new  president: 

"This  agreement  is  made,"  it  says,  "by  Brethren  be- 
lieving themselves  to  be  unselfishly  devoted  to  a  com- 
mon cause,  requiring  labor  and  sacrifice,  dear  to  their 
hearts  and  dearer  made  by  the  labor  and  sacrifice  of 
•others  some  of  whom  have  passed  to  their  heavenly  re- 
ward. It  is  the  hope  of  the  undersigned  that  this  work 
undertaken  in  the  Master's  name  may  meet  his  divine 
approval  and  through  his  help  may  exceed  the  fondest 
hope  of  its  sainted  founder." 

Professor  Hanawalt  held  the  presidency  until 
the  summer  of  1908. 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


On  Being  Soft 

BY   BURTON   METZLER 

They  say  France  was  conquered  because  it  was 
soft  and  that  Americans  must  become  hard. 

"Of  the  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty  stripes 
save  one.  Thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a  night 
and  a  day  have  I  been  in  the  deep;  in  journey- 
ings  often,  in  perils,  in  weariness  and  painfulness, 
in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fast- 
ings often,  in  cold  and  nakedness"  (2  Cor.  11: 
24-27) .  Evidently  Paul  was  not  soft  either  physi- 
cally or  mentally  or  morally. 

The  crucified  Carpenter  was  not  soft,  unless  it 
is  soft  to  be  tender-hearted  and  compassionate. 

Up  in  the  morning  to  get  breakfast,  getting  the 
•children  off  to  school,  sweeping,  scrubbing,  sew- 
ing, baking,  canning,  nursing,  washing,  mending, 
gardening,  managing  the  household,  working  for 
church  and  community,  keeping  up  with  the  times 
— many  of  our  wives  and  mothers  are  not  soft. 

David  Livingstone  and  Thomas  Edison  were 
not  soft. 

War  may  make  some  folks  hard,  those  who  are 
not  killed  or  crippled  or  starved  or  who  do  not 


fatten  on  its  profits.  But  do  we  want  to  entrust 
the  future  of  our  homes  and  churches,  our  schools 
and  national  and  international  affairs,  into  the 
hands  of  men  with  the  type  of  hardness  and  the 
kind  of  mentality  and  morality  which  are  devel- 
oped on  battlefields? 

Love,  intelligent  goodwill,  freely  expressed 
amid  human  need  produces  the  kind  of  physical 
stamina  we  want,  and  what  is  more  important, 
it  builds  moral  fiber,  mental  sinew,  and  social 
solidarity. 

Intelligent  goodwill,  not  war  or  training  for 
war,  is  the  remedy  for  the  flabbiness  and  decay 
which  accompany  luxury  and  stagnation. 

McPherson,  Kans. 


The  Christian  College  in  Our  World 

BY  V.   F.  SCHWALM 
A  La  Verne  Conference  Address 

Second  Half 

III.  The  Christian  College 

Given  the  situation  as  it  is,  what  can  the  Chris- 
tian college  do  to  make  the  largest  possible  im- 
pact on  our  world  and  be  of  the  greatest  amount 
of  help  to  the  country  and  to  the  kingdom  of  God? 
Let  us  assure  ourselves  that  to  do  anything  effec- 
tively will  not  be  easy.  You  and  I  are  steeped  in 
the  thought  patterns  and  in  the  value  scales  of  our 
age.  The  young  folks  that  come  to  us  have  had 
twelve  years  of  public  school  training.  Educa- 
tionally, much  of  it  may  have  been  good.  But  the 
social  and  extra-curricular  program  of  many  mod- 
ern high  schools  is  so  hectic  and  so  full  of  com- 
petitive exhibitionism  as  to  leave  students  emo- 
tionally unstable  and  with  a  perverted  sense  of 
values.  To  view  the  scene  objectively  will  be  dif- 
ficult for  both  college  faculty  and  students.  To 
put  into  effect  a  college  program  that  will  make 
for  sound  scholarship,  emotional  poise  and  a  spir- 
itual sense  of  values  will  be  a  Herculean  task. 

In  the  first  place,  if  the  college  wants  to  make  a 
contribution  in  this  kind  of  world,  then  those  who 
are  responsible  for  directing  the  activities  of  the 
college  must  have  a  clear  purpose  as  to  the  func- 
tion of  the  Christian  college.  No  college  can  make 
progress  in  these  days  without  clear  purposes. 
Certainly  no  college  will  rise  above  the  common 
level  of  achievement  in  these  fields  without  reso- 
lute and  determined  conviction. 

How  will  this  impact  be  made?  Certainly  not 
by  numbers  of  students,  nor  by  the  size  and  mag- 
nificence of  its  buildings,  nor  by  the  research  pub- 
lications of  its  faculty  (important  as  these  may 
be) ,  not  by  an  elite  social  program,  nor  by  a  high- 
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ly  advertised  and  overstimulated  extra-curricular 
program.  A  college  should  make  its  impact  on  our 
world  by  the  quality  of  the  life  of  its  graduates, 
by  what  they  are  and  can  do;  and  by  the  nature 
of  the  contacts  and  the  service  of  the  college  in 
the  community  where  the  college  is  located. 

In  these  days  when  the  scope  of  the  program  of 
higher  education  is  so  broad  and  varied,  no  col- 
lege can  cover  more  than  a  small  segment  of  the 
whole  field.  It  becomes  the  function  of  those  re- 
sponsible for  directing  the  work  of  the  college  to 
select  the  field  in  which  it  purposes  to  operate. 
Within  this  field  they  should  seek  to  do  an  honest 
and  an  effective  piece  of  educational  work.  To 
claim  to  be  a  college  when  the  school  is  only  a 
high  school  is  fundamentally  dishonest,  and  it  is  a 
waste  of  a  student's  time,  money  and  opportunity. 
To  offer  shoddy  educational  work  and  attempt  to 
atone  for  it  by  claims  of  superior  piety  is  a  species 
of  misrepresentation  which  defeats  its  purpose 
from  the  beginning. 

Whom  should  the  Christian  college  admit  as 
students?  For  the  most  part  our  colleges  have 
been  admitting  all  who  could  meet  the  educational 
entrance  requirements  and  pay  their  accounts. 
This  has  seemed  necessary  for  economic  reasons — 
to  get  numbers  to  help  finance  the  program.  A 
very  practical  problem  that  faces  the  Christian 
college,  set  to  accomplish  the  thing  for  which 
church  colleges  were  established,  is  how  many 
students  may  it  admit  who  are  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  religious  aspects  of  the  program?  May 
not  a  college  defeat  one  of  its  basic  purposes  by 
enrolling  overwhelming  numbers  who  are  not  at 
all  in  sympathy  with  these  purposes?  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  the  colleges  can  change  their  prac- 
tice unless  and  until  the  church  guarantees  her 
economic  support  so  that  she  need  not  depend  on 
this  income. 

If  the  Christian  college  is  to  be  effective,  it  must 
spiritualize  its  program.  The  charge  against  our 
world  and  our  colleges  is  that  of  secularism,  ma- 
terialism and  humanism — essentially  a  nonspir- 
itual  interpretation  of  life  and  of  the  universe. 

The  most  important  factor  here  is  the  faculty. 
In  every  faculty  there  are  some  who  are  positive- 
ly, aggressively  Christian  men  and  women  whose 
lives  are  radiant  and  contagious  with  the  spirit  of 
religion.  They  not  only  teach  their  classes,  but 
they  are  concerned  about  what  happens  to  the 
student,  intellectually,  morally,  spiritually.  They 
are  the  savour  of  life  in  the  Christian  college.  On 
almost  every  faculty  there  are  those  who  suc- 
cumb to  the  temptation  to  be  absorbed  by  the 
secular  nature  of  the  subject  matter  they  teach,  or 


to  the  even  greater  temptation  of  becoming  a 
slave  to  mechanical  routine,  paying  but  little 
attention  to  the  fruit  of  the  college  program  in  the 
lives  of  the  students.  Would  that  some  power 
could  so  transform  these  teachers  that  they  would 
become  stimulating  forces  on  the  campuses  of  our 
Christian  colleges.  Of  course,  it  is  to  be  assumed 
that  no  one  unsympathetic  to  a  distinctly  religious 
program  on  a  college  campus  would  seek  employ- 
ment on  the  faculty  of  such  a  college. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  teaching  of  science 
and  its  effect  on  the  religious  faith  of  students. 
Our  purpose  should  not  be  to  have  the  student 
come  back  from  college  unchanged.  If  this  were 
so,  why  should  we  send  him  to  college?  Our  pur- 
pose should  be  to  conserve  the  essential  values  of 
religion  while  we  broaden  his  vision,  deepen  his 
insight,  and  unfold  his  powers. 

We  cannot  tell  the  scientist  what  to  teach.  We 
are  not  all  specialists  in  his  field.  But  we  can  de- 
mand that  he  be  reverent — reverent  toward  God 
and  toward  the  personality  of  the  student.  We 
can  ask  him  not  to  teach  hypotheses  for  facts,  and 
recognize  where  science  ends  and  faith  begins.  We 
want  our  youth  to  come  from  college  not  feeling 
as  if  they  were  here  as  accidental  allocations  of 
atoms.  We  want  them  when  they  come  from  col- 
lege to  be  able  to  join  other  Christians  in  singing, 
"I'm  the  child  of  a  King.  Through  Jesus  my  Sav- 
ior, I'm  the  child  of  a  King." 

One  of  the  greatest  teachers  of  history  in  Amer- 
ica was  teaching  a  class  in  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago when  I  was  a  student  there.  He  was  refut- 
ing the  argument  for  economic  determinism  in 
history.  After  reviewing  the  arguments  point  by 
point,  he  finally  stopped  to  say,  in  effect,  "I  think 
the  argument  is  against  the  doctrine;  but  even  if 
it  were  not,  my  religious  faith  wouldn't  let  me  be- 
lieve it."  Surely  if  a  man  in  one  of  our  great  uni- 
versities can  take  such  a  stand  because  of  faith, 
we  in  our  church  colleges  need  not  be  ashamed  to 
let  our  faith  be  known. 

Our  campuses  need  to  be  spiritualized.  They 
need  to  reflect  more  reverence.  Our  students 
need  to  be  taught  the  literature  of  the  Christian 
religion  and  come  out  with  some  personal  con- 
victions about  religion.  Out  of  our  colleges  ought 
to  come  young  people  for  our  churches  who  know 
Christian  literature  and  doctrine,  and  who  have 
some  sense  of  religious  values. 

The  Christian  college  should  also  keep  clearly 
before  its  students  in  its  extra-curricular  and  so- 
cial activities  Christian  standards  of  value  and 
Christian  ethics.  A  college  is  like  a  ship  that  sails 
the  high  seas.     It  gathers  barnacles.     Woodrow 
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By  the  Sea 

BY  IDA  M.   FISHER 

He  sat  alone  on  the  seashore, 
On  the  banks  of  the  blue  Galilee, 
Where  he  went  to  commune  with  the  Father 
And  to  rest  by  the  side  of  the  sea. 

He  sought  rest  from  the  noisy  city, 
Rest  from  the  crowding  throng, 
Where  he  could  pray  to  the  Father 
With  whom  he  would  be.  ere  long. 

He  gazed  far  toward  the  horizon 
Where  the  sun,  dipping  into  the  sea, 
Painted  the  clouds  pink  and  gold 
While  he  mused  on  things  yet  to  be. 

The  shadows  began  to  lengthen 
And  the  moon  crept  over  the  lea, 
As  he  rested  and  prayed  to  the  Father 
By  the  side  of  the  beautiful  sea. 

Lewistown,  Pa. 

Wilson  spoke  of  the  side  shows  that  gather  around 
a  university  and  swallow  up  the  main  tent.  The 
whole  round  of  extra-curricular  activities  should 
be  periodically  examined  and  asked  to  justify 
their  existence  in  the  light  of  the  central  purpose 
of  the  institution,  and  those  that  are  not  in  har- 
mony with  the  basic  purposes  of  the  college  should 
modify  their  program  so  as  to  contribute  directly 
or  indirectly  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  cen- 
tral purpose  of  purposes. 

The  scale  of  values  to  be  taught  must  be  im- 
plicit in  the  life  of  the  college,  for  everything 
about  the  college  educates.  From  the  time  a  stu- 
dent matriculates  until  he  graduates,  every  rela- 
tionship to  the  faculty,  the  administration  and  his 
fellow  students  contributes  to  his  education.  A 
faculty  of  noble  men  and  women  who  walk  nobly 
before  their  students  is  the  most  powerful  factor 
in  this  education  process.  The  values  they  cher- 
ish and  exemplify  will  become  the  cherished  val- 
ues of  students. 

Students  should  if  possible  be  given  significant 
Christian  work  to  do  during  their  college  days. 
This  is  not  always  easy.  But  here  lies  a  tremen- 
dous, unexplored  field  in  many  of  our  colleges. 
Young  people  who  have  been  busy  in  home 
churches  before  coming  to  college  often  become 
religiously  indifferent  in  college  from  lack  of  any 
responsibility.  It  is  most  important  that  this  prob- 
lem receive  the  thoughtful  attention  of  college  au- 
thorities. 

One  of  the  practical  difficulties  of  a  Christian 
college  is  that  it  is  filled  with  weak-willed, 
confused,  bewildered,  purposeless  young  people, 
who  do  not  know  why  they  are  there.  Many  of 
these  are  unhappy  if  not  weary  with  life.    There 


is  tremendous  need  for  someone  who  in  our  twen- 
tieth-century life  can  awaken  young  people  out  of 
their  confusion  and  bewilderment  and  lead  them 
out  into  a  life  of  Christian  consecration.  To  see  a 
once  discouraged  and  despairing  student,  formerly 
wasting  his  time  in  foolish  living  and  activities, 
suddenly  changed  into  an  eager,  determined,  con- 
secrated Christian  engaged  in  purposeful  activity 
on  his  campus  is  a  joy  indeed.  A  college  owes  it 
to  the  students  to  have  or  to  bring  those  to  the 
campus  who  can  do  this  for  its  students. 

Christian  colleges  do  not  exist  in  order  to  save 
democracy.  They  exist  as  agents  of  the  church  to 
do  a  specific  task  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  If  they 
fulfill  their  function  in  Christian  character  build- 
ing, they  will  strengthen  those  forces  that  may 
save  our  democracy.  I  have  no  hope  for  our  de- 
mocracy without  the  influence  of  Christian  edu- 
cation. Even  with  our  Christian  colleges  we  must 
earnestly  seek  to  make  them  very  effective  if  we 
are  to  fulfill  our  mission.  I  appeal  to  every  one  of 
our  Christian  colleges  for  a  renaissance  of  the  spir- 
rit  of  religion  and  Christian  character  building  so 
that  they  make  the  greatest  possible  impact  on 
the  culture  of  our  country. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Recruiting  for  the  Ministry 

BY  H.  F.  RICHARDS 

If  the  church  is  to  continue  to  have  ministers  it 
must  continue  to  enlist  them.  A  survey  of  the 
average  age  of  our  ministry  will  show  that  it  runs 
quite  high.  Each  year  the  roll  call  shows  that 
a  considerable  number  have  passed  on.  Many 
others  have  passed  the  age  of  active  service.  Of 
those  who  now  carry  the  active  responsibilities  of 
the  ministry  in  the  churches  an  overwhelming 
number  are  already  past  middle  life.  The  years 
lay  upon  us  the  inevitable  responsibility  of  con- 
stantly finding  new  recruits  if  our  churches  are  to 
be  supplied  with  ministerial  leadership. 

We  have  three  rather  distinct  types  of  min- 
isterial service:  the  free  ministry,  part-time  pas- 
toral service,  and  full-time  pastorates.  In  one  dis- 
trict these  run  as  follows:  Free  ministry  churches, 
eleven;  part-time  pastoral  service,  nineteen;  and 
full-time,  seventeen.  According  to  the  Yearbook  for 
1941  the  record  for  last  year  stood  as  follows:  237 
full-time  pastors,  462  part-time,  leaving  308 
churches  to  be  served  by  the  free  ministry.  In 
two  years  the  number  of  full-time  pastors  had  de- 
creased by  twenty-eight,  and  the  number  of  part- 
time  pastors  increased  by  fifty-six.  The  reason 
for  this  is  not  a  decrease  in  membership,  for  dur- 
ing the  same  period  that  number  increased  be- 
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tween  seven  and  eight  thousand.  Might  it  be  that 
prepared  full-time  pastors  were  not  available  in 
sufficient  number  to  supply  the  need? 

At  the  present  writing,  scarcely  more  than  a 
month  away  from  Sept.  1,  there  are,  according  to 
data  in  hand,  twelve  full-time  churches  and  twen- 
ty-two part-time  churches  in  the  Central  Region 
unprovided  with  pastoral  service  beyond  Sept.  1. 
The  total  number  of  listed  available  ministers  is 
scarcely  above  twenty.  Of  course  the  picture  will 
change  rapidly.  But  at  best  perhaps  a  dozen 
churches  will  be  left  without  definite  pastoral 
service.  Other  regions  may  be  even  less  fortunate. 
A  number  of  larger  churches  are  hunting  for  well- 
prepared  men  to  serve  them.  This  tells  its  own 
story  without  elaboration. 

There  is  an  expressed  conviction  that  the  church 
cannot  afford  to  depend  wholly  upon  volunteers. 
There  are  some  capable  laymen,  younger  and  old- 
er, who  will  serve  admirably  if  called  but  who 
will  not  volunteer.  This  we  have  seen.  Some 
smaller  churches,  from  which,  by  the  way,  many 
of  our  ministers  are  coming,  might  well  afford  in 
their  difficulty  in  securing  part-time  pastoral  serv- 
ice, to  look  among  their  own  number  to  find  some 
worthy  and  promising  servant  who  would  respond 
to  a  call  from  the  church.  Then  the  church  should 
help  to  make  possible  some  time  in  Biblical  prepa- 
ration in  our  seminary  and  perhaps  the  district 
could  arrange,  as  some  are  doing,  for  occasional 
extension  courses  from  Bethany  for  the  advantage 
of  ministers  who  find  it  difficult  if  not  impossible 
to  get  away  from  home  for  any  extended  period. 

After  all  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  effort  to 
unite  smaller  churches  into  joint  pastorates,  and 
fortunately  it  is  more  and  more  being  done,  there 
will  still  be  need  in  the  church  for  part-time  pas- 
tors as  well  as  for  free  ministers.  Some  of  the  re- 
cruiting should  be  done  with  this  in  mind.  If  we 
should  be  launched  into  another  depression  as  is 
being  predicted,  the  need  for  this  type  of  service 
will  be  increased.  But  men  who  may  thus  volun- 
teer, or  be  called  by  the  church,  should  be  helped 
to  as  much  Biblical  training  as  possible. 

But  the  church  will  need  an  increasing  number 
of  young  men  of  the  finest  caliber  and  the  best 
training  to  fill  responsible  positions  in  both  rural 
and  city  pastorates — young  men  who  can  meet  the 
needs  and  demands  of  our  own  people,  take  their 
place  alongside  of  other  religious  leadership  in 
the  communities  in  which  they  shall  work,  and 
who  can  meet  successfully  the  broadening  de- 
mands in  successful  pastoral  service.  Every  pas- 
torate merits  the  best  that  can  be  brought  to  it. 
But  there  are  many  strategic  points  that  should 
challenge  the  best  of  young  men  who  pass  through 


our  colleges.  The  thought  that  sometimes  tends 
to  prevail,  that  the  world  and  business  should 
have  the  best,  and  the  pulpit  be  left  with  the 
second-rate,  is  all  wrong.  There  is  no  charm  of 
personality,  no  keenness  of  mentality,  and  no 
warmth  of  the  spirit  too  good  for  our  pulpits.  If 
the  most  worthy  of  these  men  do  not  readily  vol- 
unteer may  not  the  church  be  justified,  if  it  should 
feel  so  guided,  in  bringing  the  additional  urge  of  a 
call  to  these  fine  young  men? 

But  more  needs  to  be  done  in  holding  up  the 
ideal  of  the  ministry  to  growing  boys  back  in  the 
home  church  and  in  the  home  itself,  and  the  seed 
that  is  planted  must  not  be  uprooted  by  the  col- 
lege and  the  university.  Then  when  they  are  pre- 
pared and  consecrated  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
there  must  be  the  fullest  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  churches  and  more  mature  ministers  and  elders 
in  getting  them  placed  and  in  making  good  the 
promise  that  they  shall  be  used  of  the  church  in 
building  the  kingdom. 

South  Bend,  Ind. 


We  Go  to  Mexico 

BY    L.    AVERY    FLEMING 
General  Secretary,   Board   of  Christian  Education 

A  Report   of   Two   International   Conferences   on 
Christian  Education 
Introduction 

At  the  1940  fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education  the  writer  was  designated  to  be  the  official 
representative  of  the  Board  at  the  International  Con- 
ference on  Christian  Education.  The  outbreak  of  war 
in  Europe  in  September  of  1939  had  forced  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  World's  Sunday  School  Convention  sched- 
uled to  be  held  in  Durban,  South  Africa,  in  1940;  how- 
ever, the  feasibility  of  holding  an  international  con- 
ference in  Latin  America  was  raised  immediately,  and 
the  International  Congress  on  Christian  Education  to 
be  held  in  Mexico  City,  July  16-20,  was  definitely 
scheduled. 

The  following  four  persons  represented  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  as  appointed  delegates:  Miriam  Wey- 
bright,  Syracuse,  Indiana;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Kinsel, 
Brookville,  Ohio;  and  Professor  Guy  R.  Say  lor,  Eliza- 
bethtown  College,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.  Miss  Weybright 
also  participated  in  the  Cuernavaca  Conference.  Mrs. 
L.  Avery  Fleming,  although  not  an  official  delegate, 
was  an  active  participant  in  both  of  the  conferences. 
Royce  Elwynn  Fleming,  the  seven-year-old  son  of  the 
general  secretary,  discovered  that  the  Festival  of  Music, 
a  pageant  depicting  the  history  of  missions  in  Mexico, 
and  a  Junior  Sunday-school  class  in  one  of  the  Mexico 
City  churches  had  strong  elements  of  appeal  to  chil- 
dren. Miss  Retta  Henderson  of  Kansas  City  accompan- 
ied the  writer's  family  to  Mexico  and  was  very  grate- 
ful for  having  had  the  opportunity  of  combining  a 
summer  vacation  with  attendance  at  two  great  con- 
ferences. 
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Enlarged  Meeting  of  the  North  American  Administra- 
tive Committee  of  the  World's  Sunday  School  Asso- 
ciation 

The  above-designated  conference  was  composed  of 
invited  delegates  and  was  held  in  the  Chula  Vista 
Hotel,  Cuernavaca,  Mexico.  Cuernavaca  is  a  historic 
city  located  approximately  fifty  miles  south  of  Mexico 
City.  Perhaps  Messenger  readers  will  be  interested  in 
the  statement  that  the  World's  Sunday  School  Asso- 
ciation is  composed  of  two  administrative  committees, 
the  British  Committee  and  the  North  American  Com- 
mittee. The  former  committee  is  responsible  for  ad- 
ministering the  work  of  the  association  in  Europe,  Mad- 
agascar, India,  Northern  Africa,  and  the  Bible  lands. 
The  North  American  Committee  administers  the  work 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Asia  (except  India),  Africa 
<except  the  northern  part),  and  the  Bible  lands 
{jointly  with  the  British  Committee.) 

The  Cuernavaca  Conference  heard  reports  on  Chris- 
tian education  from  representatives  of  approximately 
"twenty  countries  during  the  first  part  of  the  program. 
This  was  followed  by  organization  into  the  five  follow- 
ing committees:  Commission  on  Field  Program,  Dr. 
Eric  M.  North,  chairman;  Commission  on  Education  of 
"Workers,  Dr.  Hugh  Vernon  White,  chairman;  Commis- 
sion on  Curriculum,  Dr.  Glenn  McRae,  chairman;  Com- 
mission on  the  Interchange  of  Information  Through 
Publication,  Dr.  Wade  Crawford  Barclay,  chairman; 
and  a  General  Commission,  of  which  Dr.  Luther  A. 
Weigle  was  chairman. 

A  brief  report  of  this  nature  cannot  reflect  the 
inspiration  and  the  sense  of  Christian  comradeship  and 
brotherhood  which  prevailed  in  these  group  confer- 
ences. The  Christian  statesmanship  of  E.  Stanley 
Jones  was  deeply  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  those 
who  had  the  privilege  of  sharing  this  conference  with 
him. 

The    International   Congress   on   Christian   Education 

This  five-day  conference  was  held  in  Mexico's  capi- 
tal city.  There  were  approximately  one  thousand  reg- 
istered persons  in  attendance.  In  addition  to  those 
who  were  registered  many  hundreds  of  persons  at- 
tended various  sessions  of  the  conference.  The  sessions 
■were  held  in  several  of 
the  twenty-two  evangelical 
churches  of  the  city. 

A  considerable  number  of 
general  sessions  were  held. 
Some  of  these  offered 
identical  emphases  so  far  as 
the  program  was  concerned. 
The    opening    session    gave 


each  representative  an  opportunity  to  speak  for  his 
country  in  his  own  tongue.  Spanish  and  English  inter- 
preters were  available  for  all  of  the  meetings  and 
were  used  both  intensively  and  extensively.  Simul- 
taneous regional  conferences  gave  delegates  opportu- 
nities to  study  Christian  Education  in  specific  areas  of 
the  world.  Age-group  conferences  provided  for  an 
international  exchange  of  ideas  regarding  Christian 
education   in   these  special   areas. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  the  high  lights  of 
the  Congress  centered  around  the  addresses  of  E. 
Stanley  Jones,  the  Festival  of  Music,  and  the  magnifi- 
cent pageant  depicting  the  advance  of  evangelical 
Christianity  in  Mexico.  Many  of  us  who  were  visitors 
to  Mexico  for  the  first  time  had  the  unique  experience 
of  extending  our  Christian  fellowship  across  our 
borders.  Our  Christian  friends  in  Mexico  became 
our  brothers  in  reality  because  we  learned  to  under- 
stand,  appreciate,   and   love   them. 

We  felt,  too,  the  astonishing  needs  and  opportuni- 
ties for  Christian  education  in  Mexico.  Here  just 
across  our  borders  lies  a  field  offering  opportunities 
for  pioneer  missionaries.  "The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  the  poor."  The  poor  are  everywhere  in 
Mexico.  Standards  of  living  are  exceedingly  low. 
Beggars  and  bootblacks  are  probably  the  most  per- 
sistent attractions  in  Mexico  City,  unless  one  would 
wish  to  include  the  constant  blowing  of  automobile 
horns.  The  tiny  tot  who  said  to  us,  "Me  spik  English, 
gimme  centavos,"  is  a  product  of  the  exploitation  and 
poverty  which  have  held  the  masses  to  a  low  living  level 
in  Mexico  for  several  centuries. 

This  report  is  ended  with  two  suggestions.  First, 
delegates  to  the  Mexico  conference  should  be  used  by 
our  churches.  They  have  many  interesting  things  to 
say  about  the  conference,  the  country,  and  the  people. 
Second,  the  World's  Sunday  School  Association,  156 
Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City,  plans  to  issue  a  com- 
plete report  of  the  conference.  This  summary  may 
be  secured  and  read  by  those  who  have  been  stimu- 
lated to  look  at  Christian  education  in  its  international 
relationships. 

Elgin,  III. 


A     MEXICAN     INDIAN     HOUSE 
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Studying  the  South 

BY  NETTIE  M.  SENGER 
China   Missionary   on   Furlough 

The  Missions  Conference  of  Scarritt  Christian  Col- 
lege, Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  just  closed  its  second  session, 
and  the  travel  seminar  which  followed  has  also  natural- 
ly just  finished  its  second  trip.  Now  this  travel  seminar 
is  a  trip  of  inspection  through  different  projects  and 
schools  of  the  South  with  the  hope  of  seeing  them  in 
the  light  of  mission  field  problems.  We  hope  to  gain 
new  ideas  producing  a  workable  solution  for  like  prob- 
lems which  exist  on  the  mission  field.  We  started  with 
a  new  rural  philosophy  in  mind  as  a  criterion  with  which 
to  evaluate  the  work  we  saw,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
evaluate  mission  field  problems  in  the  light  of  the  work 
seen.  This  rural  philosophy  has  as  its  goal  Jesus'  words 
in  John  10:10.  It  says  in  working  out  its  goal  that  a 
new  rural  social  order  must  be  brought  about — in  a 
word,  we  are  to  build  a  rural  Christian  civilization 
which  is  community  centered  rather  than  individual 
centered  so  that  Christianity  can  permeate  the  whole 
both  of  individual  and  community  life.  Christianity, 
furthermore,  must  pervade  the  economic  life  and  build 
it  up  around  a  Christian  ethic.  There  must  also  be 
interdenominational  social  and  government  co-opera- 
tion. 

If  such  an  approach  is  made  to  bring  rural  life  to  a 
higher  standard,  progress  could  be  made,  for  all  the 
forces  in  power  would  be  working  together  to  help,  and 
none  would  be  tearing  down.  Furthermore,  all  the  peo- 
ple would  be  given  an  opportunity  to  bring  their  lives 
into  their  highest  and  best. 

We  saw  on  the  Cumberland  Plateau,  Tennessee,  how 
depraved  life  could  become  and  how  dependent  the  com- 
mon people  had  been  on  the  coaling  and  timber  com- 
panies who  had  come  into  that  section  years  ago.  The 
people  lived  reasonably  well  as  long  as  the  companies 
were  in  operation,  but  when  the  depression  came  and 
the  small  companies  were  compelled  to  close,  as  these 
were,  the  people  were  left  without  food  enough  in  that 
section  for  sustenance  of  life  and  no  money  to  bring  in 
more.  A  brave  pioneer-spirited  man  saw  the  situation. 
It  challenged  his  soul  and  he  went  to  their  rescue.  He 
knew  what  he  was  facing,  and  that  it  would  be  hard; 
but  he  meant  to  stay  as  long  as  there  was  work  to  be 
done.  He  saw  he  must  change  the  whole  set-up  of  the 
community  economics,  that  he  must  change  it  from 
timber  and  mining  to  farming.  Now  it  takes  more  to  be 
a  farmer  than  one  at  first  may  realize.  You  cannot  give 
a  man  an  acreage  with  a  mule,  two  cows,  two  pigs, 
chickens  and  a  garden  plot,  and  the  fields  for  grain,  and 
tell  him  to  work  it.  He  may  not  know  how.  In  which 
case  the  stock  would  probably  die  and  the  ground 
would  not  be  tended  properly.  This  situation  was  the 
pioneer's  challenge — to  make  farmers  out  of  these  folk. 
He  is  doing  it.  The  community  activities  are  centered 
around  the  church  and  the  whole  community  is  being 
enlisted  in  the  program  as  fast  as  they  will  be.  They 
resent  new  things,  so  even  in  their  want  they  are  slow 
to  change;  but  in  a  place  of  dire  need  more  people  will 
change  and  they  will  do  it  quicker.  They  are  now  be- 
coming owners  of  small  farms  and  for  once  have  enough 
to  eat. 

It  took  several  years  to  get  them  started,  but  they 
now  are  happily  on  their  way  to  a  community-centered 


abundant  life  with  all  their  activities  centered  around 
the  little  stone  church  they  themselves  built.  They 
have  classes  to  teach  them  what  they  need  to  know, 
recreation  grounds,  a  health  center,  and  even  mothers' 
clubs. 

We  leave  them  in  their  newly  found  and  growingly 
abundant  life,  and  move  on  to  Asheville,  North  Caro- 
lina.    Our  bus  pulled  up  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Clark,  the 
old  white-haired  man  who  thought  out  the  Lord's  Acre 
plan  as  a  means  of  spiritual  growth  for  the  church  peo- 
ple.    We  first  saw  his  set  of  slides  on  the  subject  and 
then  had  dinner  about  his  tables.     His  face  was  lit  up 
with  a  light  of  heaven  as  he  told  us  about  different  ones 
in  his  parish.     He  said  we  could  talk  with  them  our- 
selves after  dinner.    It  was  as  much  of  a  surprise  to  us 
to  see  all  that  we  saw  as  it  was  to  Peter  when  he  saw 
Jesus  transfigured  on  the  mount.     We  can  give  only  a 
few  illustrations  here,  but  when  you  learn  from  a  pas- 
tor about   how   his   church   grew   in   three   years   from 
thirty   members   to   five   hundred — three   hundred   and 
seventy  of  them  are  active — and  the  church  that  had 
been  on  the  rocks  now  pays  its  own  pastor,  put  a  new 
piano  in  the  church,  provided  new  songbooks  and  new 
pews,  and  is  now  building  a  parsonage,  you  gasp  and 
wonder  when  the  man  is  going  to  stop.     The  Sunday- 
school  record  of  last  Sunday  was  there  with  the  Lord's 
Acre  offering  of  $45.     The  first  year  they  made  $1,300, 
and  this  year  they  hope  for  $2,000.    But  Mr.  Clark  kept 
adding  every  once  in  a  while,  to  impress  it  upon  our 
minds:     "It  takes  adequate  leadership  to  make  the  proj- 
ect go.     It  won't  live  and  grow  of  itself."     One  little 
four-year-old  girl  wanted  to  have  her  Lord's  Acre  too, 
and  started  with   a   calf  which  her  parents  gave  her. 
But  someone  said  to  her,  "You  don't  do  anything  for  the 
calf   though."      She   hastily    corrected    them    and   said, 
"Yes,   I   do;   I   carry   straw."     So   her   baby  fingers   did 
their  part.     Next  she  had  ducks,  then  a  pig;  from  the 
pig  she  received  a  net  gain  of  $8.    Then  she  raised  an- 
other calf  and  her  net  gain  was  $11.     Thus  even  the 
babies  are  vitally  a  part  of  the  church-working  program. 
Children  get  interested  and  interest  their  parents,  as  the 
boy  who  had  a  field  of  corn.    Being  in  school,  he  did  not 
have  time  to  do  all  the  plowing.    His  father,  who  was  a 
business  man,  had  no  peace  till  he  plowed  that  field. 
He  smiled  and  told  the  pastor  he  had  just  as  well  fall  in- 
to line  or  he  would  have  to  leave  home.    Thus  even  the 
children  help  to  bring  in  the  new  day  in  the  old  South. 

When  they  work  a  field  together  they  set  a  day  and 
the  pastor  meets  with  them.  They  come  and  as  they 
are  ready  to  break  the  ground  they  stop  for  worship  and 
dedicate  the  land,  the  implements,  hoes,  plows,  rakes, 
their  hands,  and  their  time,  to  the  Lord.  Then  they 
start  in.  The  minister  helps.  No  white  collar  pastor 
could  work  a  Lord's  Acre  project  in  his  church.  At 
noon  the  women  come  with  the  meal  and  after  a  few 
minutes  of  worship  they  eat  together  and  continue  the 
work;  thus  the  crop  is  put  in.  The  pastor  meets  his 
groups  until  the  harvesting  is  over  and  the  money  is 
ready.  It  never  was  started  for  the  financial  betterment 
of  the  church,  but  it  certainly  works  out  that  way.  It 
is  the  best  training  for  stewardship  that  children  could 
have  for  it  integrates  their  thinking  concerning  life  and 
makes  it  all  into  one  great  whole,  with  religion  as  the 
spirit  which  motivates  all  action.  You  do  not  have  to 
hear  them  talk  to  know  that  something  has  happened 
to  them  different  from  other  folks.  The  broad  smile 
which   greets   you,   the   sparkle   in   their  eyes,   the   de- 
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cision  in  their  step,  all  show  that  they  live  and  work  for 
a  purpose,  and  that  purpose  is  higher  than  man  can  de- 
vise. 

As  much  as  we  would  like  to  linger  with  these  hap- 
py, buoyant  folks,  we  must  move  on  and  see  how  oth- 
ers are  growing.  We  must  see  what  their  fertile  brains 
have  thought  out.  We  again  board  the  bus  and  after  a 
pleasant  trip  pull  into  Greenville,  South  Carolina, 
where  we  stay  all  night.  The  next  day  we  start  for  the 
Jordan  area,  a  district  some  ten  miles  from  the  city. 
The  center  of  the  Jordan  area  democracy  experiment 
was  a  school  which  sends  out  experienced  farmers  and 
has  taught  them  how  to  work  together — for  are  they  not 
bringing  a  real  little  democracy  into  existence?  The 
whole  of  their  community  life  moves  on  together,  none 
of  it  independent  of  any  other  part.  At  the  school  they 
have  a  cannery  where  all  farmers  bring  vegetables,  fruit, 
and  meat  to  be  canned,  and  there  it  is  done  as  in  fac- 
tories. They  have  a  warehouse  for  sweet  potatoes 
where  all  the  people  cure  and  store  their  crops.  The 
community  sends  the  children  to  the  school  and  pays  the 
expenses.  The  plant  was  put  up  in  the  beginning  by 
the  government,  but  they  carry  it  on.  Furman  Uni- 
versity, situated  in  the  city  of  Greenville  is  the  supply 
house  for  teachers  of  such  schools.  No  teacher  without 
special  training  would  dare  risk  teaching,  for  he  or  she 
would  surely  fail.  We  had  dinner  at  Furman  University 
and,  seated  on  the  grass  on  the  campus,  the  professors 
told  us  of  the  school,  which  we  cannot  but  mention  here 
even  though  it  is  worth  far  more  than  just  passing  no- 
tice. 

We  must  now  tell  you  of  some  of  the  work  that  was 
done  exclusively  for  Negroes.  Their  life  is  being  or- 
ganized in  the  same  community-centered  way  and  the 
government  in  places  is  putting  them  on  small  farms 
so  they  can  come  to  have  an  abundant  life  which  they 
long  ago  deserved  but  did  not  get.  We  visited  Paine 
School,  Augusta,  Georgia,  where  Negro  and  white  to- 
gether come  as  students  to  be  trained  for  Christian  lead- 
ership. While  the  school  was  not  established  to  promote 
better  racial  feeling,  yet  it  is  bringing  this  about.  Penn 
School  on  the  Island  of  St.  Helena,  South  Carolina,  is 
also  exclusively  for  Negroes  and  is  entirely  in  a  rural 
atmosphere.  We  saw  the  work  on  the  campus,  making 
experienced  farmers,  and  then  we  went  out  on  the  is- 
land and  saw  the  homes  where  students  were  living. 
One  boy  had  wanted  so  much  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  go  to  school,  and  when  Penn  School  was  opened  he 
felt  that  that  was  his  chance  and  he  walked  eighteen 
miles  to  and  from  school  each  day  to  get  his  education. 
We  visited  in  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  both  are  Penn 
graduates. 

But  the  biggest  and  most  outstanding  Negro  center  is 
Tuskegee  Institute  where  the  renowned  Dr.  Carver  has 
done  his  work,  has  established  a  museum  of  his  scien- 
tific findings,  and  where  he  is  still  working.  One  stopped 
and  stood  in  reverence  on  coming  to  the  great  statue  in 
the  middle  of  the  campus — that  of  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton. He  stands  there  so  stalwart,  so  dignified  beside  a 
crouching,  ignorant,  Negro  farmer,  plow  in  hand,  with 
ignorance  and  degredation  written  all  over  his  face  and 
attitude.  Booker  T.  Washington  is  shown  lifting  the 
veil  from  his  face.  Below  this  is  incribed:  Lifting  the 
veil  of  ignorance  from  his  race.  That  is  just  what  he 
did,  and  Tuskegee  stands  as  a  monument  to  him  in  that 
effort.  His  tomb  is  on  the  campus.  We  saw  little  of 
campus  activities  for  we  had  come  to  see  the  rural  ex- 


tension department.  We  first  had  a  conference  with  Dr. 
Campbell,  who  has  charge  of  the  extension  work,  after 
which  we  started  out  with  him  as  our  guide.  We  visited 
some  of  the  intern  schools,  as  they  call  the  branch  coun- 
try schools,  for  all  students  to  get  their  college  diplomas 
must  teach  at  least  one  term  in  one  of  these  schools. 
While  they  teach  they  are  required  to  live  in  the  com- 
munity and  be  the  leaders  of  all  community  activities. 
These  branch  schools,  as  for  the  whites  that  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  send  out  experienced  farmers.  Much  of  the 
school  work  goes  only  to  the  sixth  grade,  but  with  the 
addition  of  vocational  activities. 

We  visited  farmers  who  were  being  established  on 
small  farms  of  their  own  and  whose  children  were  at- 
tending the  schools.  One  must  have  his  own  land,  they 
discovered,  to  become  prosperous,  because  you  cannot 
do  able  farming  and  move  every  year  or  two  as  the  cot- 
ton plantation  tenants  do.  But  those  large  cotton  plan- 
tations are  being  broken  up  into  small  farms  of  private 
ownership.  The  government  is  helping.  Cotton  planta- 
tion tenants  cannot  send  their  children  to  school  for 
the  whole  family  are  considered  by  the  landlord  as  his 
hired  help  in  rush  times  of  planting  and  harvesting  and 
the  children  each  year  get  very  little  schooling.  These 
Negro  families  being  established  on  small  farms  are 
full  of  joy  which  breaks  out  in  broad  smiles  as  you  talk 
to  them.  They  are  living  now.  They  can  do  for  them- 
selves, and  they  love  it.  Shelves  of  canned  vegetables, 
fruit  and  meat  are  a  part  of  their  reward.  Garden  plots, 
cows  for  milk  and  butter,  a  mule  to  work  the  farm  give 
them  the  necessary  basis  for  earning  a  livelihood.  They 
have  a  home  they  can  beautify  as  time  affords,  and  they 
all  find  a  little  time  for  it.  Homes  were  beautifully  neat. 
But  even  in  this  Negro  district  of  wonderful  life  we  can- 
not linger  longer. 

Just  one  more  wonderful  work  of  the  government  we 
saw.  This  was  the  Wilson  Dam,  at  Florence,  Alabama. 
It  is  a  big  national  defense  program  conserving  water 
and  forests  and  all  that  goes  with  such  things.  You  can 
get  government  literature  and  learn  about  it. 

One  outstanding  thing  that  lingers  in  our  minds  is 
that  if  you  are  going  to  work  some  new  plan  you  must 
first  believe  in  it  yourself  and  believe  in  it  so  hard  that 
nothing  can  hinder  your  progress.  You  must  work  it 
and  be  with  folks.  They  cannot  be  told  what  to  do,  and 
then  you  retire  and  not  work  with  them.  Such  a  united 
community  plan  is  the  hope  of  rural  districts  not  only 
in  China,  as  I  have  believed  for  some  time,  but  in  Amer- 
ica as  well.  This  is  the  present-day  work  of  Christiani- 
ty. We  must  put  a  spiritual  content  into  the  whole  of 
life,  and  let  it  go  on  working  in  its  trade,  but  live  abun- 
dantly and  spiritually  as  before  a  loving  heavenly  Fa- 
ther while  doing  it.  As  we  returned  to  Nashville,  our 
starting  place,  each  went  his  or  her  own  way  and  re- 
sumed work,  but  somehow  it  was  not  quite  the  same, 
for  something  had  happened  to  our  souls  while  out  to- 
gether— this  group  of  thirty-five  missionaries  from  ten 
different  countries  and  seven  different  Boards.  As  we 
flocked  into  hotels — thirty-five  people  with  thirty-five 
bags — the  guests  sitting  there  reading  looked  up  and 
wondered  what  was  happening.  Would  that  the  world 
would  have  to  look  up  and  wonder  again  when  we  get 
out  in  the  field  and  put  these  things  into  practice.  "AH 
things  are  possible  through  Christ  who  strengtheneth 
me." 

South  English,  Iowa. 


14 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


Largeness  of  Heart 

BY  ARCHER  WALLACE 

It  has  now  become  customary  to  refer  to  some 
people  as  "big"  without  the  term  necessarily  hav- 
ing any  reference  to  physical  size.  It  is  decidedly 
complimentary  and  when  we  hear  someone  say, 
"He  is  such  a  big  man,"  we  know  they  are  think- 
ing with  much  appreciation  of  some  man  whom 
they  greatly  admire.  For  bigness  has  come  to 
mean  generosity  of  spirit  and  true  magnanimity 
of  soul. 

In  the  First  Book  of  Kings  there  is  mention  of 
the  gifts  which  God  bestowed  upon  young  Solo- 
mon when  he  came  to  the  throne,  and  among  these 
gifts  was  this  one:  "And  God  gave  Solomon  .  .  . 
largeness  of  heart."  It  is  a  quality  much  needed 
by  one  who  was  to  be  ruler  of  a  great  nation,  but 
we  know  that  the  things  for  which  it  stands — 
breadth  of  mind,  sympathy,  courage  and  sweetness 
— are  needed  by  all  who  would  be  happy  and  who 
wish  to  make  their  lives  a  blessing  to  others. 

True  religion  makes  people  big,  gives  them 
largeness  of  heart.  They  have  no  place  in  their 
hearts  for  malice,  for  bitterness  and  spite.  The 
biographer  of  the  poet  Heine  says  that  he  kept  a 
black  list  with  the  names  of  all  upon  it  who  had 
ever  done  him  an  injury.  Nothing  could  be  fur- 
ther removed  from  the  spirit  of  true  religion.  In 
the  old  civilizations  of  Greece  and  Rome  men  did 
not  regard  it  as  a  virtue  to  forgive  one's  enemies; 
rather  that  man  considered  himself  fortunate  who, 
on  his  deathbed,  could  declare  he  had  rewarded 
both  friends  and  enemies  in  their  own  coin.  He 
had  done  good  to  his  friends  and  wrought  mischief 
-on  his  enemies. 

Whenever  one  carries  with  him  a  spirit  of  bit- 
terness and  hate,  we  know  that  man  is  so  much 
smaller  because  of  that  attitude.  He  may  have 
other  good  qualities,  such  as  honesty,  tenacity  of 
purpose  and  loyalty  to  conviction,  but  life  will  be 
poisoned  at  the  springs  and  neither  happiness  nor 
usefulness  can  mark  such  a  life. 

One  of  the  bitterest  enemies  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln had  was  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  Stanton  ex- 
hausted every  device  he  could  think  of  to  humili- 
ate and  ridicule  Lincoln.  He  called  him  a  "low 
cunning  clown,"  and  protested  that  there  was  no 
need  for  officials  of  the  zoo  to  go  as  far  as  Africa 
in  search  of  a  gorilla,  because  they  could  find  one 
in  Lincoln's  home  at  Springfield,  Illinois.  Lincoln 
knew  all  this,  yet  when  he  needed  a  man  for  the 
responsible  position  of  Secretary  of  War,  he  ap- 
pointed Stanton  because  he  believed  he  was  the 
most  efficient  man  for  the  place.    Lincoln's  heart 


was  big — as  big  as  the  world — but  there  was  no 
room  in  it  for  hate  or  even  for  the  memory  of  a 
wrong. 

When  General  Gordon  was  in  Egypt  he  was 
often  misunderstood  by  suspicious  natures  al- 
though he  was  one  of  the  most  transparently 
honest  men  who  ever  lived.  The  correspondent 
of  the  London  Times  wrote  back  to  England: 
"Gordon  has  the  most  lovable  disposition  of  any 
man  I  have  ever  known.  He  trusts  men  whom 
others  would  imprison.  He  marches  right  into 
the  midst  of  armed  foes  and  manages  them  as  he 
wills.  He  does  this  not  by  diplomacy  or  duplicity, 
but  by  being  straightforward,  kind  and  true.  He 
draws  out  in  men — even  his  enemies — a  living 
warm  response  of  goodwill." 

It  is  easy,  we  might  almost  say  it  is  natural,  to 
utter  hard  things  about  those  whom  we  dislike 
or  who  have  been  unfair  to  us.  We  can  always 
justify,  to  ourselves  at  least,  such  conduct.  We 
can  even  make  a  virtue  out  of  it  and  pride  our- 
selves upon  being  frank,  outspoken,  honest.  But 
there  is  no  way  in  which  we  portray  our  own  in- 
ner selves  more  than  when  we  seek  to  portray 
the  character  of  others.  What  a  tender  and  beau- 
tiful thing  it  was  that  Ananias  the  Christian  did 
at  Damascus  when  he  was  called  in  to  visit  Saul, 
up  to  that  time  the  arch-enemy  and  bitter  per- 
secutor of  Christians.  "Ananias  entered  into  the 
house,  and  putting  his  hands  on  him  said,  Brother 
Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  appeared  unto 
thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me." 

One  imagines  that  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  strenuous  life  the  apostle  never  forgot  those 


Elderberries 

BY  MAY  ALLREAD  BAKER 

Oh,  I  wonder  did  some  poet  ever  sing 
Of  the  friendly  elder  bushes  in  the  spring. 
How  they're  putting  forth  so  early 
All  their  leafy  tendrils  curly, 
Getting  ready  for  their  pearly 
Blossoming. 

And  I  wonder  if  this  story  poets  know, 

How   the   elder  blooms   were   called  the   "summer 

snow" 
By  our  great-grandparents,  thrilling 
To  their  fragrant  beauty  spilling, 
Field  and  wood,  and  roadside  filling, 
Long  ago. 

But  the  luscious,  spicy  berries  in  the  fall, 
Blue-black  clusters,  even  poets  must  enthrall. 
For  the  pies  of  mother's  making, 
With  the  bubbling  juices  baking 
Is  a  memory  breath-taking 
To  recall. 

Arcanum,  Ohio. 
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two  words  and  all  they  implied:  "Brother  Saul." 
How  his  heart  would  leap  at  the  friendly  greeting! 
There  are  few  people  who  do  not  respond  to 
encouragement  and  become  capable  of  doing 
things  which,  in  a  less  friendly  atmosphere,  would 
be  impossible. 

From  the  love  letters  of  an  anonymous  writer 
we  select  this  sentence:  "I  love  you,  not  only  for 
what  you  are,  but  for  what  I  am  when  I  am  with 
you."  How  true  it  is  that  the  presence  of  some 
awakens  within  us  what  might  slumber,  or  seem 
dead,  were  it  not  for  them.  That  is  the  truth  ex- 
pressed in  these  lines  by  Katherine  Edelman: 

I  shall  not  fail  if  you  believe  in  me, 
Though  life  may  lead  the  way  across  a  sea 
Of  billowing  waves,  of  wild  and  fierce  intent, 
Of  hard,   steep  paths   that  leave  me  bruised  and 
spent. 

I  shall  surmount  all  doubt  and  craven  fear, 
With  added  courage  face  each  coming  year — 
No  goal  too  great — no  crest  too  high  shall  be 
If  only  you  keep  faith  and  trust  in  me. 

A  man  was  being  shown  through  a  public  school 
in  England  when  the  teacher,  speaking  of  a  boy, 
said:  "He  is  the  stupidest  boy  in  the  school,  I 
can't  drive  anything  into  his  head.  He  is  awk- 
ward, slow,  self-conscious."  Before  he  left  the 
school  the  visitor  sought  occasion  to  speak  to  the 
boy.  "Don't  be  discouraged,"  he  said,  "do  your 
best  and  you  may  become  a  great  scholar  some 
day."  That  boy  was  Adam  Clark,  and  he  lived  to 
become  one  of  the  greatest  Bible  scholars  of  all 
time,  but  up  to  the  last  day  of  his  life  he  never 
forgot  how  his  heart  thrilled  at  those  encouraging 
words. 

It  is  sometimes  harder  to  share  people's  joys 
than  their  sorrows.  When  a  woman  was  asked  to 
join  a  gathering  where  a  friend  was  to  be  con- 
gratulated over  some  achievement,  she  refused  to 
go.  "If  she  were  in  trouble  I  would  be  glad  to  help 
her  all  I  could  but  she  doesn't  need  me  just  now." 
It  was  a  mistake.  We  must  rejoice  with  them  that 
do  rejoice  as  well  as  weep  with  them  that  weep. 
We  should  search  our  own  hearts  to  see  if  there  is 
not  some  slumbering  resentment  at  another's  hap- 
piness and  if  that  is  true  we  are  hurting  ourselves, 
as  well  as  failing  to  increase  another's  joy. 

We  heard  of  a  man  who  had  been  unjustly  vili- 
fied. When  the  words  of  his  critics  were  quoted 
to  him,  he  said.  "I  want  to  be  fair  to  these  men. 
They  believe  these  things  of  me,  and  if  I  were 
half  as  hard  as  they  think  I  am  they  have  every 
right  to  be  indignant."  It  increases  one's  faith  in 
humanity  to  know  that  there  are  such  men  in  the 
world. 

Toronto,  Canada. 


There  Are  No  Shut-ins 

BY   ADA    THOMPSON    HOY 

The  members  of  the  large  community  church  were 
neighbors  and  friends.  When  one  was  unable  to  attend 
church  everyone  knew  about  it  and  brought  news  and 
cheer,  but  there  was  a  definite  need  for  more  such  shar- 
ing. The  solution  was  a  grab  bag,  thought  out  and 
started  by  a  rather  young  woman  who  was  not  ill  her- 
self, but  quite  homebound  caring  for  an  invalid  relative. 

She  said  it  this  way,  "The  churchgoers  have  their 
potluck  luncheons.  They  take  their  covered  dishes  of 
good  food,  sandwiches,  pies  and  cakes,  put  them  on  a 
long  table  until  it  groans  with  temptingness  and  each 
one  helps  herself.  It's  wonderfully  friendly  and  suc- 
cessful. Why  not  a  potluck  for  the  home  members?  Let 
each  contribute  and  each  help  herself  to  what  appeals  to 
her  just  as  she  might  to  a  piece  of  cocoanut  pie  at  the 
luncheon." 

And  so  she  started  it  by  filling  an  envelope  with  clip- 
pings, poems,  recipes,  news  items  and  magazine  arti- 
cles. On  the  back  of  the  envelope  were  written  a  few 
rules.  Each  one  could  keep  it  two  or  three  days,  re- 
moving what  she  wished  to  read  or  copy  or  use  and  re- 
turning it  next  time;  and  she  must  add  something,  of 
course.  Each  member  signed  her  name  on  the  front  of 
the  envelope  and  after  her  name  noted  her  special  in- 
terests and  likes — anything  from  pictures  for  a  scrap- 
book  to  recipes  and  poems,  and  also  her  birthday  date. 

One  woman  had  a  feeding  place  for  the  birds  that 
she  could  persuade  to  come  to  her  window  and  she  got 
more  than  one  imbued  with  her  enthusiasm  for  birds; 
another  was  a  red-haired  Scotch  woman  who  kept  her 
unseen  friends  cheered  up  with  her  country's  jokes; 
another  was  always  trying  new  recipes  and  she  shared 
them  and  new  ways  of  dressing  up  old  dishes  and  asked 
others  to  share  with  her;  still  another  had  a  hobby  of 
collecting  bottles  and  she  asked  for  items  concerning 
her  hobby  and  bottles,  too,  if  anyone  had  strange,  dif- 
ferent ones  they  cared  to  part  with.  They  wrote  per- 
sonal letters.  One  woman  wanted  more  than  anything 
else  to  write  poetry  that  magazines  would  buy  and  they 
all  watched  with  interest  her  selling  campaign  and  her 
snatches  of  poetry  that  she'd  slip  in  the  grab  bag;  one 
liked  best  of  all  white  flowers  and  black  birds  singing; 
another's  favorite  colors  were  brown  and  emerald  green 
and  the  members  were  on  the  lookout  for  anything  to 
please  her;  still  another  loved  to  make  children's  scrap- 
books  for  an  orphanage  and  she  had  a  never-failing  sup- 
ply of  pictures  because  she  had  this  way  of  making 
known  her  wants  and  interests  and  others  became  in- 
terested too.  Another  whose  feet  were  crippled  but 
whose  fingers  could  fly  made  crocheted  rugs  and  pieced 
quilts — so  one  corner  of  the  grab  bag  always  contained 
scraps.  They  made  their  plans  by  way  of  the  grab  bag 
for  bazaar  and  sale  donations,  and  a  little  suggestion  of 
a  needy  family  brought  thoughtfulness  and  kindness. 

Needless  to  say  that  first  envelope  didn't  last  long. 
The  latest  container  is  a  large-sized  coat  box  that  holds 
books,  magazines  containing  continued  stories,  packages 
of  seeds  for  window  boxes,  patterns,  greeting  cards  and 
gifts.  It  is  a  friendship  box,  a  good  cheer  box,  a  mis- 
sionary box,  but  first  of  all  a  real  grab  box  because 
its  coming  is  looked  forward  to  eagerly  so  that  each 
may  "grab"  what  is  of  value  to  her  from  its  wealth  of 
contents. 

Oregon,  III. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  August  24 

Sunday-school    Lesson,   The   Writer   of   Hebrews   Ex- 
plains the  New  Covenant.— Heb.  9:11-22.     Golden  Text, 
Having  been  made  perfect,   he   became   unto   all  them 
that  obey  him  the  author  of  eternal  salvation.    Heb.  5:9. 
Christian  Workers,  Healing  the  Sick.     James  5:13-18. 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  With  Bible  and  Compass. 
Intermediates.  It's  a  Big  Job. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Three  baptized  in  the  Carrington  church,  N.  Dak. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  White  Cottage  church,  Ohio. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Cabool  church,  Mo.,  Bro.  A.  D. 
Adkins,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Constance  church,  Ky.,  Bro.  Orion 
Erbaugh,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Fred- 
erick church,  Md. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Meyersdale  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  De- 
Witt  L.  Miller,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Windber  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  New- 
ton D.  Cosner,  pastor. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Montgomery  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Long  Run  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
A.   M.   Dixon,    evangelist. 

Eighteen  baptized  in  the  Bethlehem  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
M.  E.  Clingenpeel,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Howard  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Burnley  church,  Mt.  Carmel  con- 
gregation, Va.,  Bro.  Chester  Harley,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  East 
Dayton  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert,  pastor. 

Fifty-one  baptized  in  the  Sandy  Creek  congregation, 
W.  Va.,  Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter,  pastor-evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Lower  Union  church,  Locust 
Grove  congregation,  Va.,  Bro.  W.  H.  Zigler,  evangelist. 

Twenty-four  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the 
Okeechobee,  Fla.,  church,  Bro.  Fred  Hollenberg,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  twenty-five  reconsecrated  at  the 
Elk  Run  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evan- 
gelist. 

Three  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Mt.  Her- 
mon  church,  Mt.  Carmel  congregation,  Bro.  Chester 
Harley,  pastor. 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden   which  these   laborers   carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  in  the  Lima  church, 
Ohio,  Sept.  28. 

Bro.  Edgar  G.  Petry,  Aug.  24-31,  in  the  Cedar  Grove 
church,  Southern  Ohio. 

Bro.  G.  E.  Yoder  of  Scalp  Level,  Pa.,  Sept.  1-14,  in  the 
Diamondville  church,  Pa. 


Bro.  Dewey  Rowe  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church,  Ind.,  Aug.  17-31. 

Bro.  O.  F.  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Sept.  1-14, 
in  the  Valley  Bethel  church,  Bolar,  Va. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  at  the 
Knobley  church,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  31— Sept.  7. 

Bro.  Paul  Miller  of  New  Oxford,  Pa.,  Aug.  17-31,  in 
the  Miller  house,  Lower  Cumberland  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  H.  M.  Stover  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Sept.  21 — Oct. 
5,  in  the  Mohler  house,  Lower  Cumberland  congrega- 
tion, Pa. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  Aug. 
25 — Sept.  7,  in  the  Wakeman's  Grove  church,  Pleasant 
View  congregation,  Edinburg,  Va. 

Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter  of  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va., 
Aug.  10-24,  in  the  Manor  church,  Pa.;  Aug.  31 — Sept.  7 
in  the  Hazelton  church,  W.  Va.;  and  Sept.  7-21  in  the 
Mt.  Dale  church,  W.  Va. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Superintendent  E.  M.  Studebaker  of  Bethany  hospital 
dropped  in  the  other  day  to  extend  his  greetings.  He 
says  he  is  busy  too. 

The  Lewiston  church  of  Minnesota  was  represented 
among  our  last  week's  first-time  visitors  by  Sister  Louise 
Wirt,  accompanied  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  George  A.  Al- 
len. 

The  1942  Conference  will  have  as  Standing  Commit- 
tee delegate  from  North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana 
Eld.  Ralph  Petry,  with  Eld.  Mark  Emswiler  as  alter- 
nate. 

Southern  Virginia  has  chosen  Elders  J.  A.  Naff  and 
P.  E.  Bowman  as  Standing  Committee  delegates  to  the 
next  General  Conference,  with  Elders  Guy  E.  Wampler 
and  L.  D.  Bowman  as  alternates. 

Bro.  Robert  A.  Nedrow  is  closing  his  pastoral  service 
with  the  Shamokin  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
from  this  date  is  available  for  evangelistic  meetings. 
His  address  is  R.  1,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Bro.  P.  Stein  Hockman  of  Augusta,  W.  Va.,  after 
about  twelve  years'  experience  with  the  tobacco  and 
alcohol  problem,  has  affiliated  himself  with  the  Clean 
Life  League  of  America  and  is  available  for  illustrated 
lectures  on  these  subjects. 

The  capital  city  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  church  there 
honored  us  last  week  by  sending  as  their  representa- 
tives Mrs.  Violette  Richwine,  with  daughter  and  son 
Anna  and  Albert,  and  Mrs.  Elias  Deaven.  It  was  a  first 
time  here  for  all  of  them. 

Prof.  Lloyd  M.  Hoff  of  Manchester  College,  en  route 
with  his  family  to  a  Lake  Geneva  conference,  decided 
they  ought  to  see  the  Publishing  House  along  the  way. 
They  are  to  be  commended  for  a  ready  response  to  the 
urgings  of  a  sensitive  conscience. 

Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  is  closing  his  six  years'  com- 
bined pastoral  and  secretarial  work  in  Southern  Vir- 
ginia and  Sept.  1  will  take  up  the  pastorate  of  the  Polo 
church  of  Northern  Illinois.  His  address  is  changed 
from  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  to  Polo,  111. 
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Bro.  D.  H.  Heckman  has  accepted  a  call  to  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Washington  Creek  church  of  Northeastern 
Kansas.     His  address  is  R.  6,  Lawrence,  Kans. 

Pastor  H.  F.  Richards  came  up  from  South  Bend,  not 
specially  to  see  us,  but  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  He  is  a  newly  appointed 
member  of  the  General  Ministerial  Board  and  repre- 
sents this  board  on  the  committee. 

Secretary  Fleming  has  been  seeing  many  of  our  south- 
ern churches  this  summer  in  district  conference.  This 
week  end  he  comes  northward  as  far  as  Middle  Mis- 
souri. Tuesday  to  Thursday  next  he  will  attend  a  Sun- 
day-school convention  and  young  people's  conference  in 
Middle  and  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Cherished  memories  of  the  lamented  J.  Hugh  Heck- 
man were  revived  afresh  when  Sister  Heckman,  still  of 
McPherson,  called  on  us,  bringing  with  her  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Gottmann  and  tiny  Evelyn,  the  second  being 
also  her  own  daughter  Grace.  The  Gottmanns  are  at 
home  at  Center,  Mo. 

Freeport  and  Panther  Creek  of  Northern  Illinois  and 
Middle  Iowa  respectively,  joined  in  a  party  of  House 
visitors  which  left  the  following  names  en  the  register: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Johansen  and  sons  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Emmert,  of  Freeport;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dale  Emmert 
and  Helen  Bentall,  of  Panther  Creek. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  will  open  the  coming 
year's  work  with  two  significant  addresses.  The  first 
will  be  given  at  the  chapel  service  Tuesday,  Sept.  2,  9:00 
A.  M.,  by  President  Rufus  D.  Bowman.  The  second  is 
scheduled  for  the  convocation  service  Wednesday,  Sept. 
3,  8:00  P.  M.,  to  be  given  by  Missionary  Secretary  Le- 
land  S.  Brubaker. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Cordier  of  Manchester  has  lately  returned 
from  a  goodwill  tour  of  South  America  on  which  he 
was  the  Brethren  representative.  He  reported  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  last  week,  gave  an  inter- 
esting account  of  it  Sunday  morning  to  the  local  congre- 
gation and  assures  us  that  he  will  tell  Messenger  read- 
ers about  it  as  soon  as  he  can  get  around  to  it. 

Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  using  the  eyes  of  Sister  Early,  has 
recently  read  The  Story  of  Our  Church  by  J.  E.  Miller 
and  Meet  Henry  Kurtz  by  H.  A.  Brandt.  Writing  Man- 
ager Hersch  under  date  of  Aug.  12,  here  is  a  part  of 
what  he  said  about  them:  "It  is  a  long  time  since  books 
of  such  character  have  been  of  so  much  interest  to  us. 
Each  is  a  charming  story  in  its  field  and  should  have  a 
wide  circulation  both  in  the  church  and  out." 

Bro.  Moyne  Landis,  pastor  of  the  Spring  Creek  church 
of  Middle  Indiana,  speaking  for  the  entire  bereaved 
family,  wishes  us  to  convey  their  deep  appreciation  to 
the  friends,  too  many  for  personal  acknowledgment, 
who  were  so  kind  to  them  in  their  great  trial.  The  ref- 
erence is  to  the  passing  of  his  son,  Martin  Luther,  on 
Aug.  8,  after  a  twenty-two-month  battle  against  tuber- 
culosis. He  would  have  had  his  second  wedding  anni- 
versary on  Aug.  14. 

President-elect  Schwalm  of  Manchester  is  the  guest 
speaker  next  Sunday,  Aug.  31,  at  the  Northern  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  district  conference,  Polo,  111.  On  What 
Shall  We  Rest  Our  Faith?  is  the  theme  of  his  morning 
sermon.  The  afternoon  address  is  titled  The  Christian 
College  in  Our  World.  Among  other  names  that  prom- 
ise to  keep  Saturday  and  Sunday  filled  with  inspiration 
are  Harper  Will,  A.  C.  Wieand,  C.  D.  Bonsack,  Leland 
Brubaker,  J.  Clyde  Forney,  William  Beahm. 


Brother  and  Sister  M.  J.  Weaver  are  about  to  transfer 
their  pastoral  labors  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to  Nappanee, 
Ind.  The  Lancaster  church  will  have  a  farewell  service 
for  them  next  Friday  evening,  Aug.  29,  "to  which  neigh- 
boring congregations  and  the  general  public  are  invited." 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Maple  Glen  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  will 
have  a  home-coming  with  morning  and  afternoon  pro- 
grams and  a  picnic  dinner  Aug.  31.  "We  extend  an  in- 
vitation to  all  who  can  to  be  with  us." 

The  Women's  Work  of  Northern  Virginia  will  hold  an 
all-day  conference  at  the  Harrisonburg  church,  Sept.  4,      •» 
beginning  at  10:00  A.  M.     The  theme  for  discussion  is 
Toward  Better  Homes.    A  special  feature  is  the  playlet, 
The  Uncrowned  Queen. 

The  Professional  Mother,  see  Messenger  for  June  21, 
page  21,  which  came  to  us  without  any  name  attached, 
was  written  by  Mrs.  Esther  Beahm  Hoff.  We  are  happy 
to  be  able  to  give  even  this  tardy  bit  of  recognition  for 
an  interesting  piece  of  writing. 

"Onward,  Christian  Soldiers!"  in  the  Saturday  Evening 
Post  for  Aug.  16  is  an  interesting  article  by  Robert  E.  S. 
Thompson  dealing  with  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.  If  you  have  access  to  this  magazine  it  will  pay 
you  to  read  the  article  mentioned. 

The  West  Nimishillen  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio 
will  have  an  all-day  harvest  and  home-coming,  with 
basket  dinner,  Aug.  24.  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry  of  Akron  will 
speak  morning,  afternoon  and  evening.  There  will  be 
special  music.  "An  invitation  is  extended  for  all  to 
come  and  worship  with  us." 

Ministers  and  adult  leaders  of  youth  are  informed  that 
important  youth  material  for  the  coming  year  was  sent 
to  each  local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president  for  the  past  year.  It 
might  be  helpful  if  interested  adults  would  call  atten- 
tion to  this  material  and  see  that  it  find  its  way  into 
the  hands  of  the  proper  person. 

The  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  church  would  like  to 
contact  all  Brethren  people  living  in  the  Twin  Cities  or 
suburban  towns.  If  you  know  of  members  living  there, 
you  can  do  those  members  and  the  church  a  service  by 
writing  to  the  secretary  of  the  local  ministerial  board, 
Bro.  W.  S.  Sink,  4021  Perry  Avenue,  Robbinsdale,  Minn. 

Tomorrow  evening,  Aug.  24,  at  8:00  o'clock,  the  Battle 
Creek  church  of  Michigan  is  having  a  special  love  feast. 
"We  feel  that  in  times  like  we  are  now  facing  it  is 
necessary,  when  everything  points  to  physical  force,  to 
unite  our  hearts  in  things  spiritual,  thus  building  a  close- 
knit  fellowship.  Nothing  can  better  do  this  than  a  love 
feast." 

The  Cincinnati  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have  an 
all-day  home-coming  with  basket  lunch,  Sept.  7.  The 
program  is  full  of  good  things  from  9:30  A.  M.  on  until 
the  close  of  the  evening  session.  "We  want  all  who 
ever  attended  here,  all  former  pastors  and  mission 
workers,  to  spend  this  day  in  worship  and  fellowship 
with  us." 

"I  can  understand  in  a  small  measure  the  cares  that 
are  yours,  perhaps  as  well  as  any  of  the  large  circle 
of  friends  who  now  and  then  think  of  you."  So  wrote 
one  friend  to  another  and  in  like  vein  he  went  on  until 
he  finished  with  this:  "I  just  wanted  you  to  know 
something  of  the  things  that  I  turned  over  this  morning 
before  I  rolled  out  of  bed — God  bless  you."  Why  don't 
more  of  us  do  things  like  that? 
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The  Saved  and  Serving 

BY  GOLDIE  E.   SWARTZ 

Six  children,  quite  the  average  number,  came 
to  gladden  a  Warali  home.  But,  as  is  usually  the 
case,  three  of  these  children  passed  away  early  in 
life.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  this  people  is 
almost  half.  In  still  another  aspect  of  averages 
this  family,  too,  was  losing  its  land  through  in- 
debtedness to  a  crafty  money-lender;  and  along 
with  the  land  was  vanishing  their  carefree  and 
easygoing  life. 

One  of  the  three  surviving  children  is  Wallia. 
With  other  members  of  the  family,  he  shared  the 
usual  duties  and  activities  of  a  frugal  country  life 
which  was  full  both  of  routine  and  variety. 
Sometimes  Wallia  would  go  with  his  mother  to 
the  woods  to  bring  bundles  of  firewood.  Again 
he  might  accompany  his  father  to  the  field  to 
help  plow  or  cut  rice.  But  his  special  duty  was 
to  herd  the  goats  morning  and  evening  while  they 
foraged  in  waste  places.  Here  he  would  take 
with  him  his  little  fife  made  of  bamboo  and  play 
tunes  satisfying  to  himself. 

But  this  shepherd  life  came  to  a  close  when  his 
father  died  while  Wallia  was  a  mere  lad  of  about 
ten.  The  money-lender  now  became  the  land- 
lord and  took  Wallia  to  his  home  in  town  as  a 
servant.  As  Wallia  grew  older,  the  landlord 
shifted  him  about  from  one  work  to  another — 
sometimes  in  the  field,  sometimes  as  cartman — 
but  on  the  whole  he  was  quite  considerate  of  the 
youth.  When  wedding  time  came,  he  advanced 
Wallia  several  hundred  rupees  (amount  required 
according  to  tribal  custom)  to  be  paid  back  in 
service.  Shortly  afterward  the  landlord  died. 
Wallia  was  somehow  released  from  the  landlord's 
service  but  had  this  big  debt  to  pay  off.  Present- 
ly he  found  other  employment  for  both  himself 
and  his  wife  and  after  some  years  was  able  to 
clear  the  debt. 

It  was  during  this  time  that  he  learned  more 
of  the  Jesus  way  of  life,  about  which  he  had 
merely  heard  before,  for  his  employer  was  a 
Christian.  Several  of  the  young  women  of  the 
home  took  an  interest  in  him  and  his  wife  and 
began  to  teach  them  to  read.  Again  as  changes 
came  about  he  took  advantage  of  opportunities 
to  learn  more  of  Christ  and  his  teachings.  Then 
about  a  year  ago,  both  husband  and  wife  were 
baptized.  Since  then  on  numerous  occasions  he 
has  made  request  to  be  taken  on  work  in  our 
evangelistic  touring  that  he  and  his  family  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  learn  more. 


He  has  now  been  on  tour  with  us  for  several 
months,  and  we  marvel  at  his  growth  in  spiritual 
discernment  and  his  readiness  to  testify.  He  has 
a  real  testimony.  His  tribesmen,  and  even  edu- 
cated Hindus,  are  amazed  at  the  reasonableness 
of  his  well  illustrated  messages  and  his  freedom 
of  expression.  They  ask,  "When  did  you  learn 
all  this?"  He  readily  replies,  "I  never  had  a 
chance  to  learn  from  books  until  now  I  am  learn- 
ing to  read.  [He  is  still  in  the  primer  stage.] 
But  God  has  taught  me.  He  tells  me  what  to 
say  and  I  say  it." 

As  an  example  of  his  relying  on  God  for  guid- 
ance, he  recently  related  the  following  experi- 
ence at  our  daily  report-council,  Bible  study  and 
intercession  meeting.  Sometimes  we  go  together 
in  witnessing  and  sometimes  separately  that  we 
may  reach  more  people.  But  daily  we  meet  to- 
gether for  inspiration,  counsel  and  worship. 

"Yesterday,"  he  said,  "I  started  out  and  had 
gone  several  furlongs  but  had  no  clear  direction. 
So  I  sat  down  and  said,  'Lord,  you  know  that  I 
do  not  know  what  to  do.  You  must  show  me 
where  to  go  and  tell  me  what  to  say.'-  The  Lord 
told  me  to  go  onward.  Then  I  came  to  a  little 
hamlet  and  found  only  women  and  children.  A 
mother  there  had  a  very  sick  child.  I  tried  to 
encourage  her  and  acquaint  her  with  the  Lord 
who  is  the  healer  of  body  and  soul  if  we  will  be- 
lieve on  him.  From  there  I  went  to  another 
hamlet  and  found  a  man  in  great  sorrow  and 
trouble  for  his  wife  had  just  died.  I  sat  with 
him  for  a  long  time  telling  him  of  the  living  God 
who  gives  comfort  in  calamity  and  an  abiding 
peace  and  joy  always  and  meets  our  every  need." 
As  he  told  this  experience,  his  face  lit  up  in  a  liv- 
ing expression  of  this  abiding  fellowship  and 
joy. 

His  messages  naturally  are  not  perfectly  or- 
ganized or  analytical,  nor  even  prepared  before- 
hand, for  as  his  knowledge  is  limited  he  speaks 
spontaneously  that  which  comes  to  him  at  the 
moment.  He  may  never  have  heard  the  word 
"method";  nevertheless  he  has  a  method  all  his 
own  and  an  effective  one — a  fluent  usage  and  apt 
interpretation  of  everyday  experiences  of  his  ob- 
servations  or   experiences. 

He  says  to  his  people:  "We  have  fallen  into  a 
khud  (a  precipitous  chasm) ,  but  the  living  God 
will  pick  us  up  and  take  us  out  if  we  want  him 
to  do  so.  He  is  strong  and  able  to  do  what  we  ask 
him.  .  .  .  We  are  like  God,  only  he  is  far  greater 
than  we.  We  may  say  he  is  of  three  parts  while 
we  are  of  two.  But  he  wants  us  to  grow  and  take 
on  this  other  part  too.  .  .  .  God  made  us  poor  and 
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destitute  [the  poverty  of  these  people  is  appall- 
ing], so  we  think.  Not  so.  God  made  us  all  alike, 
be  we  Brahmin,  Warali  or  whatsoever.  We  have 
turned  away  from  God;  therefore  we  are  poor. 
If  we  will  turn  to  God  he  will  teach  us  his  ways. 
If  we  will  give  up  evil  things,  we  will  have  more 
to  give  for  that  which  is  good  for  mind,  body  and 
soul.  We  will  have  more  to  use  for  ourselves  and 
for  God.  If  we  are  lazy  [a  characteristic  trait 
of  the  tribe,  probably  due  in  part  at  least  to  food 
deficiency]  and  will  ask  God  to  do  so,  he  will  take 
away  our  laziness.  If  you  will  give  up  your 
idols,  turn  away  from  Satan  and  believe  on  the 
living  God,  he  will  relieve  you  of  your  suffering 
and  give  you  happiness  instead.  .  .  .  The  money- 
lender has  taken  all  our  earthly  land,  all  our 
fields  here  in  this  earthly  kingdom.  But  we  and 
everybody  can  have  land  in  the  heavenly  king- 
dom. It  is  a  blessing  to  be  empty,  empty  of  ev- 
erything, for  then  we  can  be  filled.  Since  we 
do  not  have  any  possessions,  if  we  will  empty  our 
hearts  of  sin  and  wrong,  God  will  wash  us,  make 
us  clean  and  fill  us.  Then  we  must  serve  him  and 
he  will  help  us  to  do  faithfully  whatever  work 
is  ours  and  we  will  have  plenty  for  all  our 
earthly  needs.  We  will  then  have  joy  and  peace 
in  our  hearts  while  here  on  earth  and  afterwards 
we  will  enter  into  God's  kingdom  above  to  live 
forever." 

Thus  in  a  vivid,  simple  strain  he  rambles  on, 
touching  every  experience  of  his  people  as  he  so 
well  knows  them,  and  with  his  heartening  in- 
structions brings  conviction.  It  is  all  so  simply 
and  unaffectedly  told  with  such  lively  and  strik- 
ing illustrations  that  the  people  heartily  acclaim, 
"True  true!"  Such  amens  even  are  occasionally 
heard  from  the  women's  side! 

Wallia  has  a  faith  very  simple,  yet  very  real. 
It  is  evinced  so  beautifully  in  his  prayers.  They 
become  a  real  benediction  to  those  who  hear. 
Sometimes  he  speaks  in  the  singular  number  and 
sometimes  in  the  plural,  for  of  grammatical  cor- 


rectness he  has  no  awareness.  In  expressions 
something  like  these,  he  opens  his  heart  before 
his  Lord: 

"O,  Living  God,  we  are  yours  because  you 
have  made  us.  You  are  my  Father  and  my 
Mother.  You  take  care  of  us  and  give  us  all  we 
need.  You  give  us  intelligence.  You  have 
brought  us  out  of  darkness  into  the  Light.  I  was 
under  the  spell  of  Satan  and  his  imps  [these 
primitive  peoples  are  all  animists]  and  was  going 
on  the  road  to  hell  but  you  have  changed  my 
course  and  now  I  walk  the  road  to  heaven  where 
you  dwell.  I  was  bad  and  stubborn  but  you 
changed  me  and  gave  me  a  new  heart.  I  know 
with  certainty  that  you  have  saved  me.  I  have 
taken  hold  of  your  hand  and  walk  with  you. 
Holding  your  hand,  with  you  going  ahead,  I  have 
light.  When  we  trust  and  pray  in  your  name, 
nothing  hinders  or  hurts — the  sun's  heat  or  dis- 
ease, nothing.  The  mountains  are  removed  as  we 
come  against  them  while  walking  in  the  heaven- 
ward road.  These  people  are  yours  for  you  made 
them;  they  are  mine,  for  I  am  one  of  them.  Help 
me  to  live  as  a  true  witness  before  them;  then 
they,  too,  will  change  from  Satan's  captives  to 
your  worshippers.     Amen." 

Now  Wallia  is  not  without  faults,  but  he  is 
growing  in  spiritual  understanding  and  power, 
which  are  the  things  that  matter.  The  people 
see  in  him  something  of  reality  as  a  joyous  light 
breaks  forth  in  his  face  when  he  begins  to  speak 
for  his  Lord. 

One  thing  that  impresses  me  is  the  profound 
simplicity  of  the  message  of  God  to  a  sincere 
and  believing  soul.  God  speaks  as  clearly  and 
with  as  much  satisfaction  to  a  humble  illiterate 
as  to  the  literate  scholar.  Wallia  speaks  out  of 
a  depth  of  reality  with  words  that  have  great 
directness  and  power,  and  for  him  there  results  a 
fellowship  with  God  pervaded  with  an  abound- 
ing joy. 

May  Wallia's  prayer  for  himself  and  for  his 


What  to  Pray  For     ...     .    Week  of  Aug.  23-30 

On  the  India  mission  field,  there  are  two  Blickenstaff  fam- 
ilies and  also  a  nurse  of  the  name  of  Blickenstaff.  During 
this  week,  we  are  to  remember  the  L.  A.  Blickenstaffs.  They 
live  in  the  city  of  Bombay,  which  is  the  western  port  of  land- 
ing for  most  of  our  India  missionaries.  Bro.  Blickenstaff  is 
the  mission  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Blickenstaffs  want  the  church  to  pray  for  them.  Let 
everyone  ask  for  daily  blessings  to  be  theirs  in  every  phase  of 
their  service. 


MRS.  MARY  BLICKENSTAFF 


L.  A.  BLICKENSTAFF 
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people  be  aided  by  our  likewise  meeting  God  in 
the  powerhouse  of  prayer. 
Dahanu,  India. 


The  Pacific  Mission  in  Oregon 

BY  C.  ERNEST  DAVIS 

The  first  stop  of  the  Pacific  Brethren  Mission  in 
Oregon  was  at  Grants  Pass,  a  beautiful  little 
southern  Oregon  city  of  about  5,000  people,  lo- 
cated in  a  picturesque  mountain  setting  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rogue  River.  Here  in  the  late  after- 
noon of  Tuesday,  July  1,  we  pulled  up  at  the 
church  parsonage  occupied  by  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
C.  Noble  Stutsman  and  daughter,  Bunah.  After 
the  stains  of  travel  and  the  pangs  of  hunger  had 
been  removed  by  the  gracious  and  competent  hos- 
pitality of  this  good  home,  we  repaired  to  the 
church.  In  the  evening  audience  was  not  only  a 
goodly  representation  of  the  approximately  one 
hundred  members  of  the  local  church  but  also  a 
sizeable  delegation  from  the  Ashland  church,  for- 
ty-five miles  away.  Leland  Brubaker  presided, 
Mrs.  Beahm  told  of  her  experiences  with  the  wom- 
en of  Africa,  I  spoke  on  "The  Church-Related  Col- 
lege and  Democracy,"  and  Brother  Beahm  spoke 
concerning  the  church  and  its  world  program. 

Following  the  service,  the  Beahms  stayed  with 
the  pastor  and  wife;  the  Brubakers  went  to  the 
Raymond  Flory  home,  a  few  miles  out  in  the  coun- 
try, where  memories  of  China  experiences  to- 
gether were  refreshed;  and  I  went  to  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  John  Harlacher.  There 
it  was  my  good  fortune  to  see  again  Grand- 
father Harlacher.  As  a  boy  he  lived  near  Gettys- 
burg, Pa.  When  General  Robert  E.  Lee  invaded 
the  North,  by  permission  he  set  up  his  cot  and 
slept  one  night  on  the  front  porch  of  the  Har- 
lacher home,  promising  Grandfather  Harlacher's 
mother  that  the  army  camped  near  by  would  dis- 
turb nothing.  That  promise  was  kept.  Grand- 
father Harlacher,  boylike,  was  on  the  battlefield 
at  Gettysburg  a  few  hours  after  the  battle  was 
over  and  later  heard  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Ad- 
dress. His  recollection  of  these  events  is  clear 
and  vivid. 

Before  leaving  Grants  Pass  the  next  morning, 
we  went  to  call  for  a  few  minutes  on  Sister  Alice 
Christlieb,  the  woman  whose  persistent  letters  to 
The  Gospel  Messenger,  calling  for  help,  led  in 
1895  to  an  appropriation  from  the  General  Mis- 
sionary and  Tract  Committee  which  enabled  the 
District  Mission  Board  of  Oregon,  Washington, 
and  Idaho  to  send  George  C.  Carl  to  Centralia, 
Wash.,  to  open  mission  work  in  that  vicinity. 
Mrs.  Christlieb  and  her  husband  now  live  retired 


in  a  beautiful  home  on  the  outskirts  of  Grants 
Pass. 

From  Grants  Pass  to  Myrtle  Point  is  a  pictur- 
esque drive.  Mountains,  creeks,  canyons,  rivers, 
valleys,  and  trees  offer  a  never-ending  panorama 
of  delightful  beauty.  The  sixty-mile  drive  from 
Roseburg  towards  the  coast  to  Myrtle  Point  can 
now  be  leisurely  made  in  two  hours  but  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  when  Louis  Root  and  his 
brother  Ernest  left  Myrtle  Point  to  go  to  Bethany 
Bible  School  this  was  a  hard  two  days'  journey 
out  to  the  railroad.  Rather  than  make  it,  they 
went  to  Marshfield  and  took  a  boat  to  Portland, 
catching  the  train  there.  In  1872  when  the  Bark- 
low  party  settled  in  this  section,  it  took  from 
July  30  to  August  19  to  make  this  trip  in.  At  one 
point  in  the  journey  it  required  six  days  to  go 
eight  miles  over  the  mere  trace  of  a  mountain 
trail  through  dense  forests  of  cedar  and  fir.  Many 
of  these  churches  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  were 
not  planted  in  the  easy  way. 

At  the  evening  service  in  Myrtle  Point,  I  pre- 
sided while  Mrs.  Brubaker  conducted  the  devo- 
tions and  Brethren  Beahm  and  Brubaker  gave 
the  addresses.  Hospitality  of  the  usual  Brethren 
quality,  which  is  hard  to  surpass,  was  provided 
in  the  homes  of  Pastor  Frances  H.  Barr  and  Sister 
Cassa  Barklow — known  as  Aunt  Cassa  to  the 
entire  community. 

In  this  section  of  Oregon  grows  the  myrtle 
tree,  found  only  here  and  in  Palestine.  The 
making  of  souvenir  articles  from  this  wood  is  a 
flourishing  craft. 

We  got  an  early  start  next  morning,  Thursday, 
July  3,  and  drove  first  to  Marshfield  on  Coos  Bay, 
where  we  saw  a  large  sawmill  with  its  singing 
band  and  circle  saws  slicing  the  huge  logs  into 
lumber.  We  then  followed  the  coast  line  high- 
way to  Florence,  where  it  was  necessary  to  cut 
back  across  the  mountains  to  the  beautiful  Willa- 
mette valley — a  land  glorious  to  behold.  At  Al- 
bany we  enjoyed  a  super  de  luxe  fried  chicken 
dinner  at  the  lovely  farm  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Everett  C.  Bowman,  Mrs.  Bowman  being  a 
sister  of  Esther  Beahm  of  our  party.  Incidentally, 
the  Bowmans  gave  the  mission  a  big  bag  of  hazel- 
nuts which  lasted  until  we  were  ready  to  enter 
Idaho. 

Enjoyable  as  was  this  stop,  we  had  to  hurry  on 
to  Portland  for  the  meeting  that  evening  where 
Brethren  from  Portland,  Newberg,  and  Albany 
came  together.  Brother  Brubaker  presided,  Mrs. 
Beahm  told  a  story,  Brother  Beahm  spoke  on 
"Planting  the  Church  in  Africa,"  and  I  gave  a  re- 
port of  Annual  Conference. 
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The  Brubakers  and  I  spent  the  night  in  the 
home  of  the  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ralph  R.  Hatton,  where  we  had  all  eaten 
supper,  and  the  Beahms  went  across  the  city  to 
the  E.  J.  Sutton  home. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hatton  are  busy  in  the  great 
city  of  Portland  and  in  the  surrounding  territory, 
working  in  the  interests  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  They  also  share  their  resources  in 
religious  education  and  object  lesson  materials 
with  a  large  group  of  other  Christian  workers 
each  month.  Portland  is  a  wonderful  city  and 
offers  challenging  opportunities  for  our  church. 

Oregon  is  a  small  district  with  a  membership 
of  626  but  she  has  a  great  history,  some  lovely 
people,  and  great  possibilities.    We  liked  Oregon. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


News  From  Camp  Kane 

BY    J.    ALDEN    ECKER 
Sponsorship  and  Address 

On  July  4,  1941,  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  as- 
sumed responsibility  for  the  maintenance  and  admin- 
istration of  Pennsylvania's  first  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp.  Address:  C.  P.  S.  Camp  No.  16,"  Route  No.  2, 
Kane,  Pa. 

Camp  Staff 

Levi  K.  Ziegler,  formerly  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  was  appointed  camp 
director.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Ziegler,  is  the  camp  dietician. 
Bro.  Ziegler  has  selected  as  assistant  camp  director, 
J.  Aldene  Ecker,  also  of  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Location  and  Equipment 

Camp  Kane  was  formerly  a  C.  C.  C.  camp,  abandoned 
by  plan  of  the  Federal  government.  It  is  located  ten 
miles  from  Kane,  Pa.,  on  Route  No.  68  in  the  Allegheny 
National  Forest,  a  timber  area  of  700,000  acres.  Of 
this  450,000  acres  are  owned  by  the  Federal  govern- 
ment. Allegheny  National  Forest  is  bordered  on  the 
north  by  New  York  State.  The  Allegheny  and  the 
Clarion  Rivers  form  the  northwestern  and  southern 
boundaries,  respectively.  The  camp  was  established 
eight  years  ago  and  has  been  equipped  to  accommodate 
200  men.  There  are  five  dormitories,  a  mess  hall  and 
kitchen,  an  education  and  library  building,  a  recrea- 
tion building  and  two  staff  houses.  Three  Westing- 
house  generators  provide  electric  current  for  the  camp 
and  there  is  natural  gas  available.  Most  of  the  heating 
for  cooking  is  done  with  soft  coal. 

Project    Work 

The  project  work  will  give  a  variety  of  experience 
to  the  men.  It  is  conducted  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Forestry  Service  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture.  R.  F.  Hemingway  is  the  forest  super- 
visor and  C.  D.  Potter  is  the  project  superintendent. 
These  men  have  shown  an  excellent  spirit  of  co-opera- 
tion in  helping  our  administration  to  organize  the 
camp.  The  work  planned  for  the  men  will  include 
road  and  bridge  building,  masonry  and  carpentry 
construction   and   some  surveying   as   part  of  the  civil 


engineering.  The  men  will  work  eight  hours  a  day  on 
the  job.  Our  men  began  working  Aug.  4  on  an  un- 
finished recreational  center  and  picnic  grounds  to  be 
used  by  the  public. 

Tentative  Daily  Schedule 

6:00  A.M.— Rising  bell 

6:30  A.M. — Breakfast   and   meditation 

7:15  A.M. — Report  for  project  work 

1 2       noon — Lunch 

5:15  P.M.- — Return  from  project 

6:00  P.M.— Supper 

7:00  P.M.— Free  time 

7:30  P.  M. — Recreation   and   educational   classes 

9:45  P.M.— Lights   out. 

Men   in   Camp    Kane 

The  first  sixteen  men  were  inducted  on  July  24  and 
entered  the  camp  on  that  date.  The  second  group  of 
men,  twenty-one,  were  transferred  from  Camp  Grot- 
toes, Virginia,  which  is  operated  by  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee.  The  men  transferred  from  Camp 
Grottoes  had  been  placed  there  pending  the  opening  of 
Camp  Kane.  They  entered  our  camp  on  July  27  and 
all  of  them  had  had  previous  residence  in  Virginia.  In 
the  first  group,  two  men  are  from  Maryland,  one  from 
Virginia  and  the  remainder  from  Pennsylvania.  All 
of  the  men  to  date  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  By  the  last  of  August,  there  will  be  about 
eighty  men  in  camp;  some  of  these  will  come  from 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  New  York  State. 

Morale   and    Public   Relations 

Morale  among  the  men  has  been  very  good.  We 
have  found  the  community  sympathetic  and  co-oper- 
atively interested,  which  has  begun  satisfactory  and  en- 
couraging relationships.  The  chamber  of  commerce 
has  offered  its  services  for  our  educational  and  recre- 
ational program.  Camp  Director  Ziegler  has  a  speak- 
ing engagement  at  the  Rotary  Club  and  several  church- 
es have  inquired  about  our  men  taking  part  in  their 
Sunday  services.  The  local  newspaper  has  given  ac- 
curate and  positive  publicity  and  a  number  of  people 
have  visited  with  us.  Some  have  come  from  the  bor- 
dering states.  There  has  been  no  particular  time  set 
for  visiting,  but  we  encourage  the  families  and  friends 
of  the  men  to  visit  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  afternoons 
when  the  men  are  in  camp. 

The  natural  setting  of  the  camp  site  is  more  beautiful 
than  the  writer  feels  he  can  describe  adequately.  We 
would  be  very  happy  to  have  our  readers  and  their 
friends  to  visit  with  us  and  see  how  the  "firmament 
showeth  his  handiwork." 

Kane,  Pa. 


Bro.  W.  R.  Bollinger  and  family  are  returning  to  their 
school  work  in  Oak  Park.  Bro.  Bollinger  has  served  as 
business  manager  at  Camp  Lagro  since  the  middle  of 
June,  and  Mrs.  Bollinger  has  assisted  by  serving  as 
dietician.  Bro.  Quincy  A.  Holsopple  and  his  wife  Kath- 
ren  will  take  over  peramanently  the  responsibilities  of 
the  Bollingers.  Bro.  Holsopple  has  been  serving  a 
church  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  for  the  past  five  years, 
previous  to  which  he  and  his  wife  had  served  as  mis- 
sionaries in  India. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


•    ••••••••••••• 

Planning  For  Youth 


Materials  prepared  by  Raymond  R.  Peters  and 
Grace  Hollinger 


Getting  Started  in  the  New  Year 

October  marks  the  beginning  of  a  new  year  for  many 
youth  groups.  This  is  a  time  when  youth  leaders 
should  think  through  the  program  of  the  church  for 
this  age  group.  Goals  for  young  people  for  the  year 
1941-42  were  listed  in  the  June  28  issue  of  the  Mes- 
senger. Refer  again  to  these  goals  before  making 
definite  plans  for  the  year.  We  cannot  make  much 
progress  unless  we  know  the  direction  we  want  to  go. 

Whether  the  officers  chosen  shall  serve  a  regular 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  or  a  young  people's  Sunday-school  class, 
the  matter  of  organization  should  receive  careful 
thought.  Study  carefully  the  first  section  of  the  Youth 
Action  Guide  and  decide  upon  the  type  of  organization 
best  for  your  group. 

A  meeting  of  the  new  cabinet  should  be  held  in  Aug- 
ust or  early  September.  At  this  meeting  it  will  be  well 
to  study  the  Youth  Action  Guide,  appoint  various  com- 
mittees, determine  general  goals  for  the  coming  year 
and  set  definite  times  for  future  meetings  of  the  cab- 
inet. 

The  October  Youth  Programs,  Series  A,  appearing 
in  the  September  13  issue  of  Our  Young  People  carry 
very  definite  suggestions  for  planning  the  programs 
and  activities  for  the  next  year.  The  cabinet  should 
study  these  suggestions,  and  make  assignments  to  vari- 
ous committees  so  that  the  groundwork  for  the  next 
year's  plans  can  be  laid  before  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year  in  October. 

All  planning  that  is  done  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  should  fit 
in  with  the  general  plans  for  the  church.  The  adult 
adviser  can  play  an  important  role  at  this  point.  It  is 
to  him  that  the  church  and  the  young  people  should 
look  for  co-operation  and  the  integration  of  plans  for 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  total  church. 


What  About  Leaders? 

"How  can  we  get  more  and  better  leaders?"  is  a 
universal  cry.  To  solve  this  problem  we  must  con- 
stantly challenge  people  to  sacrificial  Christian  service 
and  help  those  who  lead  become  more  efficient  at  their 
tasks. 

There  are  two  general  categories  of  leaders  in  the 
youth  field — youth  leaders  of  youth  and  adult  leaders 
of  youth.  In  a  successful  program  there  must  be 
co-operation  between  the  youth  cabinet  and  the  adult 
adviser. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  in  our  youth  program  is 
to  find  in  every  church  and  district  an  adult  adviser 
who  loves  young  people — one  who  will  work  untiringly 
to  encourage  and  help  them  provide  a  wholesome 
environment  in  which  to  grow  and  develop  Christlike 
character. 

Leaders  do  not  just  happen.  Neither  does  a  person 
retain  his  place  of  leadership  unless  he   is   willing  to 


work  and  grow  in  his  job.  There  are  a  great  many 
opportunities  for  growth  open  to  leaders.  Among  them 
we  might  mention  standard  leadership  training  cours- 
es, camps,  conferences  and  institutes,  observations,  in- 
terviews,   discussions   and   reading. 

Leaders  of  youth  will  find  the  following  literature 
helpful. 

For  Adult  Leaders  of  Youth: 

Introduction   to   Youth,   Harris.     $1.75. 
Adult  Leaders  of  Youth.     Free. 

For  Youth  Leaders  of  Youth: 

Young   Leaders    in   Action,   Beckes.     $1.75. 
Suggested   Procedure  for  Youth  Work  in  the  Local 
Church.     Free. 

For  Both: 

Youth  Work  in  the  Rural  Church,  Minard.     35c. 

Young  People  in  Church  Work,  Gray.     30c. 

Managing  Oneself,  Gilkey.     $1.75. 

The  free  materials  listed  may  be  secured  from  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education.  The  others  are  avail- 
able from  the  Brethren  Loan  Library,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.,  or  may  be  purchased  at  the  prices  named 
from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House.  Many  other 
books  and  pamphlets  can  be  secured  from  the  same 
source.     Write   for  catalogs. 

Sharing  Money 

The  money  pattern  is  one  of  the  most  important  in 
life.  An  effective  youth  program  will  challenge  young 
people  to  a  simple  way  of  life.  A  financial  project 
should  be  set  up  with  goals  sufficiently  worth  while  that 
young  people  will  be  challenged  to  sacrificial  giving. 

Every  local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  should  set  a  definite  financial 
goal  for  the  year.  Young  people  should  know  the  spe- 
cific human  needs  which  will  be  met  by  the  money 
given.  The  Youth  Serves  Project  has  captured  the 
imagination  of  thousands  of  Brethren  young  people. 
New  literature  describing  the  plan  in  detail  has  been 
prepared  and  is  being  sent  to  all  local  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
presidents.  If  your  group  has  not  received  these  ma- 
terials, write  to  the  Elgin  office  for  them. 

A  complete  record  of  Youth  Serves  giving  is  kept 
and  quarterly  reports  of  local  giving  are  sent  to  the 
district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinets.  A  report  was  sent  out 
recently.  Do  you  know  how  your  church  stands? 
Ask  your  district  cabinet  or  write  to  the  General  Boards 
at  Elgin. 

A  large  number  of  our  boys  are  making  unprecedent- 
ed sacrifice  by  doing  work  of  national  importance  for 
one  year  or  more  without  receiving  financial  remunera- 
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tion.  Those  of  us  who  remain  at  home  should  make 
double  sacrifice  this  year.  By  so  doing  good  causes 
will  be  helped  and  the  donor  will  be  richly  blessed. 


The  Boys  Go  to  Camp 

By  sponsoring  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  the 
church  is  making  it  possible  for  every  person  to  be 
true  to  his  conscience.  The  boy  who  chooses  to  be  a 
conscientious  objector  has  a  difficult  cause  to  follow. 
The  young  people  at  home  can  give  him  moral  support 
and  make  it  easier  for  him  to  follow  his  conscience. 
Some  of  our  boys  choose  to  go  to  the  army  camps  and 
we  do  not  want  to  forget  them  either. 

Very  few,  if  any,  boys  drafted  for  a  year  in  camp 
enjoy  giving  up  their  jobs  and  breaking  home  ties. 
The  church  should  make  a  definite  effort  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  boys  in  camp.  Local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  groups 
can  do  much  to  lighten  the  burden  for  these  boys.  Here 
are  a  few  suggestions: 

1.  Support  financially  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
program. 

2.  Provide  a  farewell  party  for  the  boys.  Plans  for 
a  farewell  party  have  been  prepared  and  are  available 
in  mimeographed  form  free  of  charge  from  the  Elgin 
office. 

3.  Write  letters  regularly  to  the  boys. 

4.  Provide  church  literature  and  other  good  reading 
material.  If  your  church  has  a  bulletin,  see  that  the 
boys  at  camp  receive  it  regularly. 

5.  Plan  an  occasional  visit  to  camp  if  distance  is  not 
prohibitive. 

6.  Welcome  the  boys  home  when  they  are  on  leave. 
All  of  these  plans  should  be  worked  out  with  your 

minister. 

Literature  to  Help  You 

There  are  three  pieces  of  literature  which  furnish  a 
minimum  working  basis  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  They  are 
the  Youth  Action  Guide,  The  Young  People's  Handbook 
for  1941-42  and  Our  Young  People,  weekly  story  paper 
with  program  helps. 

Three  series  of  youth  programs  are  being  prepared 
for  you  this  year.  The  first,  Series  A,  is  prepared  es- 
pecially for  older  or  more  advanced  young  people  and 
appears  in  the  second  issue  of  each  month  of  Our 
Young  People.  Series  B  programs  are  written  with  the 
needs  of  intermediates  and  younger  groups  in  mind. 
Program  suggestions  for  Series  B  appear  in  the  fourth 
issue  of  each  month  in  Our  Young  People.  The  third 
group,  Series  C,  is  prepared  in  mimeograph  form  for 
more  inexperienced  youth  groups.  These  twenty-four 
program  outlines  are  simple  and  are  based  on  free 
leaflets  which  may  be  secured  from  the  General  Boards. 

A  check  list  of  a  large  number  of  questions  and 
topics  for  discussion  has  been  prepared  for  use  by 
program  committees.  Through  using  this  check  list  it 
is  possible  to  determine  the  interests  of  your  group 
and  to  discover  where  and  at  what  time  in  the  three 
series  of  youth  programs  you  may  find  help  in  planning 
programs  based  on  those  interests. 

Further  help  in  program  planning  is  offered  in  Breth- 
ren Youth  Programs,  a  series  of  twenty-four  programs 
arranged  under  six  general  divisions — Our  Brethren 
Heritage,  Personal  Religious  Living,  Personality  Prob- 
lems, Economics,  From  Friendship  to  Marriage  and 
Life  Enrichment. 


Suggested  socials  for  1941-42  will  be  a  helpful  addi- 
tion to  your  resource  materials.  These  plans  for  twelve 
monthly  socials  follow  the  line  of  thought  presented  in 
the  Series  A  youth  programs.  Even  though  you  may 
not  follow  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  programs  in  entirety  you 
will  find  these  social  plans  full  of  ideas  and  suggestions 
suitable  for  many  occasions. 

For  your  convenience  in  ordering,  the  literature  sug- 
gested above  is  listed  again.  See  also  the  literature 
listed  for  leaders.  Attention  is  called  to  the  materials 
in  the  Young  People's  Handbook  of  special  value  in 
planning  for  the  new  year.  These  materials  may  be 
secured  separately,  if  desired.  Order  from  the  Board 
of  Christian  Education,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Youth  Action  Guide.     15c. 

Young  People's  Handbook  for  1941-42.  35c.  Including — 

A  Check  List.     Free. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.  Program  Outline,  1941-42.     Free. 


A  Plan  for  a  Unified  Program 

By  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  Executive  Secretary,  Southeastern  Region 

Instead  of  four  or  five  committees  such  as  program, 
social,  finance,  etc.,  only  the  cabinet  holds  office 
throughout  the  year.  The  work  formerly  done  by  the 
various  committees  is  now  done  in  closely  integrated 
units  of  work.  A  steering  committee  of  four  people 
is  responsible  for  each  unit.  Every  activity  of  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  supervised  by  this  steering  committee 
during  the  time  the  unit  is  in  progress.  After  one 
unit  is  completed  another  steering  committee  is  ready 
to  begin  the  next  unit  on  a  different  problem.  This 
committee  carries  on  the  total  unit  under  four  head- 
ings: study,  worship,  action  and  recreation.  Each  per- 
son on  the  steering  committee  is  responsible  for  one  of 
these  phases.  For  example,  Mary  will  supervise  the 
study  activities,  John  the  worship,  Shirley  the  action 
and  Bill  the  recreation.  The  four  people  on  the  steer- 
ing committee  would  plan  the  unit  together.  To  get 
the  idea  more  clearly  in  mind  let  us  postulate  a  unit  on 
missionary  action. 

Study.  The  following  suggestions  might  serve  as  an 
outline  of  study  for  nine  meetings:  Debate — Resolved 
that  foreign  missions  are  more  important  than  home 
missions;  talk  by  the  minister  on  the  mission  program 
as  it  is  related  to  the  local  church;  showing  of  slides 
secured  from  the  General  Mission  Board;  book  review 
on  Brethren  in  China,  by  Crumpacker;  program  on 
missionaries  of  the  Bible;  discussion  on  reasons  a  local 
church  should  be  interested  in  a  missionary  program; 
a  musical  program  on  the  great  missionary  hymns  of 
the  church;  talk  by  a  returned  missionary  and  a  mis- 
sionary drama.  Mary  will  supervise  this  study  pro- 
gram. She  will  not  do  all  the  work  alone  but  will  call 
on  others  to  help  her.  However,  she  will  be  respon- 
sible for  the  study  as  long  as  this  unit  is  in  progress. 

Worship.  A  five  or  ten  minute  worship  program 
should  be  planned  to  precede  each  study  session.  The 
minister  might  be  asked  to  conduct  a  worship  program 
on  some  Sunday  morning  on  the  theme  of  missions. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  might  have  charge  of  a  Sunday  evening 
worship  service  on  the  theme  of  the  unit.  One  of 
the  study  sessions  could  be  used  for  a  purely  devo- 
tional period  on  the  subject  of  missions.  All  of  these 
worship  activities  would  again  be  planned  by  the  steer- 
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ing  committee  but  would  be  supervised  by  John  and 
anyone  he  would  select  to  help  him. 

Action.  Several  action  projects  should  be  carefully 
planned  by  the  steering  committee  and  supervised  by 
Shirley.  Action  projects  might  be  the  following:  dis- 
tribute dime  cards  or  mite  boxes  to  members  of  the 
entire  church  and  collect  them  at  a  stated  time;  a 
program  given  in  some  home  mission  church  which 
needs  the  encouragement  of  an  outside  group;  ask  the 
minister  to  preach  a  sermon  on  missions;  purchase  sev- 
eral important  books  on  missions  and  give  to  the  church 
library;  put  on  a  school  of  missions  or  begin  a 
mission  study  class  for  the  entire  church;  support 
or  partially  support  one  of  the  missionaries  on 
the  field;  distribute  pamphlets  on  missions  to  the  com- 
munity. Some  of  these  projects  would  continue  for  a 
much  longer  time  than  the  other  phases  of  the  unit. 
The  member  of  the  steering  committee  in  charge  con- 
tinues to  function  until  the  action  project  is  completed. 

Recreation.  A  series  of  socials  would  be  planned  by 
the  steering  committee  and  administered  by  Bill.  They 
would  all  emphasize  the  subject  of  missions.  The  fol- 
lowing might  be  examples:  an  Indian  mission  supper; 
a  China  mission  supper;  international  folk-song  night; 
a  folklore  storytelling  night;  international  game  night 
and  a   missionary  campfire. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  plan  offers  much  oppor- 
tunity for  originality  and  creativeness.  In  places  where 
the  leadership  is  limited  and  creativity  is  not  one  of 
the  qualities  of  the  leadership,  the  prepared  programs 
of  the  Young  People's  paper  and  other  sources  can 
well  be  used  and  the  essential  elements  of  the  plan 
preserved.  The  suggestions  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Program 
Outline  for  1941-42  can  be  followed  by  the  cabinet 
when  selecting  the  units  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Frequently  the  question  is  asked  about  the  duties  of 
the  cabinet  under  this  plan.  These  duties  are  many 
and  the  cabinet  may  not  feel  that  the  steering  com- 
mittee is  doing  all  the  work.  The  cabinet  should  pick 
the  units  to  be  studied,  plan  the  finances,  send  people 
to  camps  and  conferences,  work  up  the  membership 
and  supervise  in  a  general  way  all  the  activities  of  the 

B.  Y.  P.  D. 

■  ♦  ■ 

ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Prayer 
I.    The  Nature  of  Prayer 

Scripture:     Psalm  42 

Sunday,  September  7 
Note:  We  suggest  four  sessions  on  prayer,  of  which 
this  is  the  first.  More  time  may  be  used  if  the  local  in- 
terest warrants  it.  A  course  of  lessons  on  prayer  by 
Ellene  Ransom  may  be  had  for  10c.  Order  from  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  Elgin,  111.  See  Study  I 
for  help  on  this  discussion. 

I.  What  is  the  evidence  that  adults  are  confused  as  to 
the  nature  of  prayer?  (Note:  Let  the  group  answer 
this  question.     The  following  is  merely  suggestive.) 

1.  Some  adults  still  talk  about  "saying  their  prayers" 
as  though  that  was  the  same  as  praying. 

2.  Some  church  members  have  quit  praying,  claiming 
they  get  along  as  well  without  prayer  as  with  it. 

3.  Some  persons  beg  God  for  favors  and  things  as  if 
God  were  a  great  Santa  Claus  and  they  seem  discour- 
aged when  they  fail  to  get  everything  they  ask. 


4.  Public  worship,  church  prayer  meetings,  family 
prayers,  personal  devotions,  all  are  lagging  in  many  in- 
stances. 

II.  What  is  the  true  nature  of  prayer? 

1.  Discuss  the  following: 

a.  Prayer  is  "practicing  the  presence  of  God." 

b.  The  essential  aim  of  prayer  is  companionship  with 
God. 

c.  Prayer  is  whatever  assures  us  of  the  fact  of  God, 
and  whatever  helps  us  to  grasp  him  in  our  conscious- 
ness. 

d.  The  human  heart  longs  for  personal  communion 
with  that  One  who  can  explain  all  the  mysteries  of  life 
and  adjust  all  its  problems. 

e.  "Prayer  is  the  soul's  sincere  desire,  unuttered  or 
expressed." 

III.  What  does  a  person  need  to  do  to  get  into  the  pres- 
ence and  companionship  of  God?  (See  Luke  15:11-32; 
John  4:7-25.) 


^^    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Southeastern  Regional  Conference 

The  Southeastern  Regional  Conference  will  be  held  at 
Bridgewater,  Va.,  Aug.  27-29  inclusive.  Those  requir- 
ing lodging  should  inform  Minor  C.  Miller  of  Bridge- 
water,  Va.  The  detail  of  the  program,  subject  of  course 
to  change,  is  as  follows — 

Wednesday,  August  27 

12:30  Luncheon  for  district  directors  of  children's  work. 
3:00  Registration  of  delegates. 

FIRST    GENERAL    SESSION 
Minor   C.   Miller,   presiding 
3:30  Service  of  worship. 
4:00  Presentation   of   theme   and   purpose   of  regional 

conference. 
4:15  Address,   Dr.   C.  C.  Ellis — Building  a  Devotional 
Life. 

FELLOWSHIP   SUPPER 
College  Dining  Hall,  5:30  P.  M. 
Toastmaster,  Paul  H.  Bowman. 
Song  Leader,  Nelson  Huffman. 

Address,  Dr.   C.  C.   Ellis — Building  Education  Into  the 
Church. 

.  SECOND    GENERAL    SESSION 
C.   G.   Hesse,  presiding 
7:00  Organ  recital,  Billy  Wolf  kill. 
7:30  Service  of  worship,  M.  Guy  West. 
8:00  Address,  C.  D.  Bonsack— Building  the  Church  of 
the  Future. 

Thursday,  August  28 

8:00  Meetings  of  special  groups. 

Council  of  Boards  (to  be  announced). 
Special  committees. 

THIRD    GENERAL    SESSION 

E.  S.  Rowland,  presiding 

9:30  Service  of  worship,  Millard  Wilson. 

9:45  Address,  Mr.  McElroy — American  Bible  Society. 

10:00  Address,  C.  D.  Bonsack — Building  the  Missionary 

Mind. 
10:30  SECTIONAL    CONFERENCES 
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A.     How  to  improve  our  district  work 

1.  Through  ministerial  and  mission  boards.  R.  E. 
White,  leader. 

2.  Through  boards  of  Christian  education.  R.  E. 
Shober,  leader. 

3.  Through  women's  work.     Mrs.  John  White,  leader. 

4.  Through  men's  work. 

5.  Through  children's  work.  (For  district  directors 
and  cabinets.)     Ruth  Shriver,  leader. 

6.  Through  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinets.    A.  S.  Curry,  leader. 

B.    How  to  built  units  in  the  local  B.  Y.  P.  D. 

1.  Personal  religious  living,  Paul  Robinson,  leader. 
Lera  Miller  Smith,  resource  leader. 

2.  Helping  other  young  people  to  be  Christian,  Everett 
Shober,  leader.     Guy  West,  resource  leader. 

3.  A  Christian  type  of  patriotism,  Harold  Row,  leader. 
Ruth  Rinehart,  resource  leader. 

4.  Stewardship  and  youth  serves,  John  Evans  Bow- 
man, leader.    C.  G.  Hesse,  resource  leader. 

5.  Christian  recreation,  Edgar  Martin,  leader. 

6.  Life  in  China,  Wang  Tung,  leader. 

C.  How  to  enrich  the  Christian  living  of  adults.  A 
short  orientation  lecture  by  Minor  C.  Miller.  For  all 
seminars  in  Group  C. 

1.  By  applying  the  Bible  to  life,  Marshall  Wolfe, 
leader. 

2.  By  home  and  church  co-operation,  Warren  Bow- 
man, leader. 

3.  Through  an  understanding  of  basic  social  problems, 
N.  M.  Shideler,  leader. 

4.  Through  an  understanding  of  world  relations,  Dan 
West,  leader. 

5.  Through  an  understanding  of  the  needs  of  our  mis- 
sion fields,  C.  D.  Bonsack,  leader. 

12:00  Lunch. 

1:15  Conference  choir  led  by  Professor  Nelson  T.  Huff- 
man. 

2:00  SECTIONAL    CONFERENCES. 

Same  as  morning  conferences. 

Special  program  for  children's  workers  section  as 
follows : 

A  worship  service  for  children,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Shober. 

A  pastor's  ministry  to  children  in  the  Sunday  church 
service,  Samuel  Harley. 

FOURTH    GENERAL    SESSION 
E.   E.   Blough,  presiding 

3:30  Service  of  worship,  Carson  Key. 

3:45  Address,  Our  plans  for  improving  the  skill  of  chil- 
dren's workers  in  the  local  church,  Ruth  Shriver. 

4:15  Talk,  Work  in  Virginia  prisons,  Henry  Lee  Robin- 
son. 

4:30-5:30  Tea  for  children's  workers  in  Yount  Hall. 

5:30  Dinner  Conference. 

Toastmaster,  M.  Guy  West.     Reports  of  districts 
on  giving  to  Brethren  Service. 
Address:     Dr.  Paul  H.  Bowman. 

FIFTH    GENERAL    SESSION 

E.   P.   Schildt,   presiding 

7:00  Musical   program   by   Eastern   Maryland   Chorus, 

Professor  Philip  Royer,  director. 
7:45  Service  of  worship,  Arthur  Scrogum. 
8:00  Address:  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis— Building  a  Home  Into  a 
Home. 


Friday.  August  29 

8:00  Meeting  of  special  groups. 

Council  of  Boards.     (To  be  announced.) 
Special  committees. 

SIXTH    GENERAL    SESSION 
John  S.  Showalter,  presiding 
9:45  Service  of  worship,  Ray  Showalter. 
10:00  Address:     Dan  West— Building  to  Meet  the  Pres- 
ent World  Situation. 

10:30  SECTIONAL    CONFERENCES. 

How  to  build  the  local  church  through  its  officers 
and  committees 

1.  Deacons. 

2.  Finance  boards. 

3.  Pastoral  boards. 

4.  Ushers. 

5.  Sunday-school  officers,  Minor  C.  Miller,  leader. 

6.  The   young   people's   department,   Grace   Bowman, 
leader. 

7.  Adult  advisers  of  young  people,  A.  Stauffer  Curry, 
leader. 

8.  Sunday-school  boards,  Earl  M.  Bowman,  leader. 

9.  Children's  workers,  Ruth  Shriver,  leader. 

10.  Men's  workers,  John  Wolfe,  leader. 

11.  Women's  workers,  Mrs.  John  White,  leader. 

12.  Building  committees,  N.  D.  Cool,  leader. 
12:00  Lunch. 

1:15  Conference  choir  led  by  Nelson  T.  Huffman. 
1:30  SECTIONAL    CONFERENCES. 

1.  Women's  work.     (All  women  invited  for  business 
session.)     Mrs.  White,  leader. 

2.  Men's  work.     (All  men  invited.)     Election  of  offi- 
cers.   Address:    Mr.  Wang  Tung. 

3.  Young  people.     (For  all  young  people.)     Business 
session.     Discussion:     Dan  West. 

SEVENTH   GENERAL   SESSION 
Minor   C.   Miller,   presiding 
3:00  Service  of  worship,  John  White. 
3:15  Business    report    of    regional    work,    A.    Stauffer 
Curry. 

4:00  Address,  The  Story  of  My  Life.  Mr.  Wang  Tung. 

5:30  Youth  banquet. 

(Planned  by  regional  B.  Y.  P.  D.   cabinet.)     Ad- 
dress:    Howard  Sollenberger. 

EIGHTH   GENERAL   SESSION 
Grace   Bowman,   presiding 
7:00  Program  by  conference  choir. 
7:30  Service  of  worship.  Eastern  Maryland  B.  Y.  P.  D. 

cabinet. 
8:00  Address:     Howard  Sollenberger. 
Bridgewater,  Va.  A.  Stauffer  Curry. 


The  Sheppard  Bill,  S-860 

S-860  is  the  number  of  the  Sheppard  Bill,  now  on  the 
Senate  calendar.  It  is  a  bill  which  can  be  brought  up 
for  action. 

Every  Christian  should  write,  send  a  postal,  or  tele- 
graph to  his  senators  at  the  Senate  Office  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  once  and  urging  a  favorable  vote 
on  this  bill. 

The  foes  of  this  bill  are  the  brewers,   distillers,   all 
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liquor  dealers,  many  of  our  representatives,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  every 
one  who  is  too  indifferent  or  too  lazy  to  write  to  our 
legislators  letting  them  know  he  expects  them  to  pass 
this  bill. 

As  you  probably  know,  there  is  now  no  law  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  beer  in  the  army  camps.  The  brewers 
are  taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  promote 
their  soul-and  body-destroying  business. 

The  Sheppard  Bill  bans  beer  and  whisky  from  both 
within  and  without,  or  the  near  vicinity  of  army  camps. 

Many  boys  coming  from  homes  where  they  have  been 
protected  from  these  temptations,  friendless  and  home- 
sick, and  being  accused  of  being  soft  or  a  sissy  if  they 
refuse  to  drink,  will  succumb  to  the  temptation. 

Our  representatives  tell  us  that  there  is  no  temptation 
to  drink  in  the  camps  except  to  the  ones  who  already 
have  the  habit;  but  the  brewers  and  distillers  know  bet- 
ter than  that. 

This  is  what  they  say  in  their  journal;  a  chance  is  be- 
ing afforded  them  for  the  magnificent  "sales  opportunity 
to  cultivate  a  taste  for  beer  in  millions  of  young  men 
who  will  eventually  constitute  the  largest  consuming 
section  of  our  population."  A  great  majority  of  these 
boys  have  never  before  tasted  beer.  The  taste  they 
speak  of  will  be  a  taste  for  alcohol! 

Alhambra,  Calif.  Emma  E.  Sine. 


North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana 
District  Assembly 

The  forty-fourth  annual  district  assembly  of  North 
Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  was  held  June  26  to  29 
in  the  Carrington  church.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  con- 
gregations in  our  district,  having  entertained  the  second 
conference  held  in  the  district,  which  was  held  July  14, 
1898. 

Nine  of  the  twelve  churches  were  represented  by 
sixteen   delegates. 

The  first  on  the  program  were  the  sisters'  aid  and 
Christian  education  programs  on  Thursday  afternoon. 
Both  were  well  attended  and  interesting.  Bro.  Stanley 
Keller,  who  is  serving  as  summer  pastor  at  the  Pleasant 
Valley  congregation  at  York,  N.  Dak.,  brought  us  a 
splendid  message  on  The  Place  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  the  Kingdom  Today.  A  half  hour  song 
service  rendered  by  the  Carrington  chorus  was  very 
inspiring.  Friday  forenoon  we  had  a  continuation  of 
the  Christian  education  program  with  well-prepared 
and  well-delivered  messages,  closing  with  a  lively  dis- 
cussion. The  business  session  was  held  Friday  after- 
noon. Elder  Ralph  Petry  was  chosen  moderator;  Elder 
J.  W.  Shively,  assistant  moderator;  Sister  Eunice 
Swank,  reading  clerk. 

A  committee  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  estab- 
lishing a  permanent  place  for  holding  our  conferences 
gave  its  report,  which  was  accepted,  but  the  matter 
was  tabled.  A  committee  that  has  been  studying  the 
advisability  of  changing  from  our  present  boards  to  a 
board  of  administration,  gave  its  report.  The  commit- 
tee was  continued  to  bring  a  plan  for  making  the 
change  next  year.  A  committee  that  has  been  inves- 
tigating regarding  establishing  a  dormitory  at  one  of 
our  state  colleges  was  continued  for  another  year. 

Eld.  Ralph  Petry  of  Surrey,  N.  D.,  was  chosen  to 
serve  on  the  1942  Standing  Committee,  with  Eld.  Mark 


Emswiler  of  Poplar,  Mont.,  as  alternate.  Elders  Wil- 
lard  Smeltzer  and  Mark  Emswiler  were  the  new  mem- 
bers chosen  on  the  District  Mission  Board.  Bro.  Lloyd 
Thomas  and  the  writer  were  re-elected  on  the  trustee 
board.  Bro.  John  Sheets  was  chosen  as  a  new  member 
of  the  Christian  Education  Board. 

God's  Poor  was  the  title  of  a  missionary  message 
by  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger,  for  several  years  a  mission- 
ary in  Africa. 

Saturday  forenoon  the  ministers  gave  their  program. 
We  were  led  in  our  devotions  by  Brethren  D.  T.  Dier- 
dorff  and  Wilburn  Lewallen,  the  oldest  and  the  young- 
est ministers  present.  Wilbur  Brower  moderated  the 
meeting  with  Mark  Emswiler  acting  as  secretary. 

We  appreciated  very  much  Bro.  Bittinger's  four  lec- 
tures on  peace.  Two  were  given  during  the  ministerial 
program  and  two  during  the  Christian  education  pro- 
gram: Saturday  afternoon  and  all  day  Sunday  were 
occupied  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  of  which  the 
young   people   will   report. 

Two  speakers  on  the  program,  Bro.  Willard  Smeltzer 
and  Sister  Mary  Knapp,  who  were  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence, were  unable  to  get  home  in  time  for  our  con- 
ference. 

We  are  always  glad  for  visitors  from  out  of  our  dis- 
trict. We  were  favored  this  year  with  the  presence  of 
Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger  of  McPherson,  Kans.;  Brother 
and  Sister  Stanley  Keller  of  Newberg,  Oregon,  who 
are  serving  as  summer  pastors  at  the  Pleasant  Valley 
congregation;  Bro.  Carl  Yoder  of  Bremen,  Ind.,  serving 
as   pastor  of  the  Kenmare  church. 

We  also  enjoyed  having  with  us  again  this  year  Eld. 
D.  T.  Dierdorff  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  who  up  to  a  couple 
years  ago  was  one  of  our  main  workers  in  our  district. 

There  were  no  definite  calls  for  our  conference  next 
year  but  it  is  thought  it  will  be  held  in  Montana. 

Minot,   N.  Dak.  Ray  Harris,  Writing  Clerk. 


Mary  Graybill  Kindig  and  the  Silver  Lake  Church 

Mary  Ann  Graybill  was  born  Sept.  6,  1861,  at  Ster- 
ling, 111.  She  died  July  26,  aged  79  years,  10  months 
and  20  days.  In  1875  she  came  with  her  parents  to 
the  vicinity  of  Roseland,  Nebr.,  where  the  rest  of  her 
life  was  spent.  In  June,  1901,  she  was  married  to 
Jacob  J.  Kindig,  who  passed  away  in  November,  1920. 
At  sixteen  years  of  age  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  remained  a  most  faithful  Christian 
until  the  end  of  her  life. 

The  community  has  never  known  a  kinder  neighbor, 
more  ready  to  extend  a  helping  hand  or  financial  aid 
to  worthy  ones  in  need.  She  was  greatly  appreciated 
also  for  the  careful  management  of  her  home.  Her 
garden,  flowers  and  lawn  were  a  welcome  sight  even  in 
the  driest  years. 

Sister  Kindig  was  an  unassuming  person  who  worked 
quietly  and  consistently.  In  heat  or  cold,  in  summer 
or  winter,  like  her  Christ  she  went  about  doing  good. 
No  adversity  was  able  to  shake  her  faith  in  the  good- 
ness and  mercy  of  God.  Though  acquainted  with 
grief,  she  spread  cheer  wherever  she  went.  When 
her  physical  eyes  grew  dim  it  seemed  that  her  spiritual 
vision  became  even  more  clear.  She  lived  a  life  which 
those  who  knew  her  will  remember  and  revere. 

With  the  passing  of  Aunt  Mary  the  Silver  Lake 
church  will  close.     She  has   been  the   whole  support 
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Sister  Mary  Kindig  and   the  Silver  Lake  Church 

of  the  ministry  there  for  the  past  eleven  years  during 
which  my  father,  Elder  James  J.  Tawzer  of  Hastings, 
Nebr.,  has  been  their  sacrificial  pastor  and  elder.  Reg- 
ular church  services  in  recent  years  have  been  held 
nine  months  of  the  year,  omitting  the  three  winter 
months  because  of  the  distance  and  roads,  since  it  is 
seventeen  miles  from  Hastings  to  the  Silver  Lake 
church.  For  the  past  three  years  services  were  held 
in  the  Kindig  home,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
love  feast,  which  was  held  in  the  church  the  last  of 
September  or  first  of  October. 

She  is  survived  by  three  sisters:  Mrs.  Anna  Kistler  of 
Hastings,  Mrs.  Francis  Rutt  and  Miss  Lizzie  Graybill, 
who  lived  with  Aunt  Mary;  three  brothers,  J.  V.  Gray- 
bill  of  Stettler,  Alberta,  Canada;  John  Graybill  of  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.;  Peter  Graybill  of  Houston,  Tex.  The 
latter  was  able  to  be  with  his  sister  the  past  several 
weeks.  Bro.  Tawzer,  my  father,  conducted  the  funeral 
services.     The   interment   was   at  Juniata. 

So  comes  to  its  close  a  faithful  life,  and  so  passes 
from  this  earthly  scene  another  of  our  country  church- 
es. 


Omaha,  Nebr. 


Anna  B.  Tawzer 


They  Have  Done  Their  Work  Well 

It  was  in  the  days  of  the  horse  and  buggy  that  it  hap- 
pened. Then  folks  did  not  have  rapid  transportation 
with  the  automobile  and  airplane,  because  men  had  as 
yet  not  learned  how  to  make  them.  About  ten  or  twelve 
miles  from  my  home  was  what  was  known  as  the  Con- 
cord circuit.  This  was  an  old  landmark  for  the  Meth- 
odist people,  partly  because  in  this  circuit  there  was  an 
old  camp  meeting  ground  which  was  largely  attended 
by  the  surrounding  communities  for  many  years.  Here 
these  people  congregated  for  two  or  three  weeks  an- 
nually in  August.  Old  acquaintance  was  renewed  and 
a  general  soul-refreshing  season  was  experienced.  Min- 
isters would  travel  for  many  miles  to  deliver  one  or 
more  of  their  choice  sermons.  It  was  to  this  circuit  a 
new  minister  was  assigned.    Unlike  some  of  his  former 


ministering  brethren,  he  not  only  served  his  own  pa- 
rishioners, but  he  made  it  his  business  to  call  on  folks 
who  seldom  went  to  church.  He  gave  encouragement 
wherever  he  could. 

In  this  community  there  lived  an  old  hermit.  To 
many  of  the  church  people  he  was  just  another  person 
living  in  the  community.  Very  little  attention  was  paid 
to  him.  But  this  new  minister,  or  pastor,  wasn't  there 
very  long  until  he  visited  him,  prayed  with  him,  and  in- 
vited him  to  the  Sunday  morning  services.  On  Sunday 
morning  the  old  hermit  was  there  and  on  time.  This 
particular  Sunday  morning  the  new  minister  was  at  his 
best,  and  preached  a  soul-cheering  sermon.  He  noticed 
the  old  hermit  was  very  attentive  throughout  the  serv- 
ice. At  the  close  of  the  meeting  he  was  invited  to  re- 
turn. So  he  became  a  regular  attendant.  It  was  not 
very  long  until  he  became  a  staunch  Christian  in  that 
community.  After  this  new  minister  had  served  this 
community  for  some  years  the  time  came  for  him  to  at- 
tend his  conference.  He  was  unanimously  invited  by 
his  parishioners  to  return  for  the  next  conference  year. 
But  he  told  them  it  was  possible  the  conference  might 
transfer  him  to  another  charge,  for,  said  he,  "sometimes 
we  Methodist  ministers  don't  know  where  our  next 
charge  will  be  when  we  attend  our  conference."  When 
he  returned,  sure  enough  he  had  to  break  the  sad  news 
that  he  was  being  transferred  to  another  charge  some 
distance  away.     The  people  were  disappointed. 

The  farewell  sermon  was  delivered  and  the  day  came 
for  him  and  his  family  to  leave  from  a  near-by  railroad 
station.  When  they  arrived  a  good  many  of  the  com- 
munity were  there  to  give  them  farewell,  perhaps  for 
the  last  time.  Some  were  weeping  and  others  were 
sad.  Among  the  folks  was  also  the  old  hermit.  Said  he, 
"Why  do  we  weep  and  why  are  we  sad?  These  people 
have  done  their  work  well,  they  have  not  only  made  the 
old  Concord  community  better  by  living  in  it,  but  they 
have  led  men  and  women  to  the  foot  of  the  cross  where 
they  could  find  their  Savior.  This  is  the  Lord's  work; 
who  knows  but  that  the  field  to  which  they  have  been 
called  is  a  more  needy  one  than  the  old  Concord  cir- 
cuit? I  rejoice  this  day  that  we  have  such  people  who 
are  willing  to  give  of  their  best  to  help  make  the  old 
world  a  better  place  in  which  to  live." 

Gaithersburg,  Md.  Milton  F.  King. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

DeLauter-Robinson. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage, 
Bro.  Silas  W.  DeLauter  and  Mrs.  Irene  E.  Robinson,  both  of 
Frederick,  Md.,  July  30,  1941.— I.  S.  Long,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Hall-Overholtzer. — Herman  Hall  of  Lynwood,  Calif.,  and  Bes- 
sie May  Overholtzer,  Maywood,  Calif.,  July  25,  1941,  in  the 
Boulevard  Methodist  church  of  Maywood. — Leland  S.  Brubaker, 
Elgin,    111. 

Harris-Stong. — By  the  undersigned,  at  Poplar,  Mont.,  July  7, 
1941,  Orville  Harris  of  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  and  Dolores  Stong  of 
Cando,  N.  Dak.— Ray  Harris,   Minot,  N.   Dak. 

Helser-Minier. — Austin  Dale  Helser  and  Marceline  Mae  Minier, 
May  24,  1941,  by  the  undersigned  at  the  parsonage. — Van  B. 
Wright,   Fort   Wayne,   Ind. 

Johnson-Douglass. — At  the  Allison  Prairie  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, July  20,  1941,  Bro.  Jay  Johnson,  Jr.,  of  Ashland,  111.,  and 
Vera  Douglass  of  Lawrenceville,  by  the  undersigned. — Dolar 
Ritchey,  Lawrenceville,  111. 

Lyons-Jennings. — By  the  undersigned,  June  11,  1941,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Robert  Hiram  Lyons  and  June  Eva- 
line  Jennings,  both  of  Pullman,  Wash. — A.  R.  Fike,  Moscow, 
Idaho. 
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Schindler-Weimer. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  July  10,  1941,  Ralph  Schindler  and  Ida 
Lois  Weimer,  both  of  North  Manchester,  Ind. — F.  J.  Weimer,  N. 
Manchester,    Ind. 

Wappes-Ziegler. — Walter  Ray  Wappes  and  Martha  Eleanor 
Ziegler,  July  10,  1941.  by  the  undersigned  at  the  parsonage. — 
Van  B.  Wright.  Fort  Wayne.  Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Berkey,  Albert  Conrad,  was  born  Jan.  7,  1860.  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Paint  Township,  Pa.,  on 
May  15.  1941.  He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Catherine  Otto 
Berkey,  both  of  whom  died  in  1871.  He  was  baptized  in  his  youth 
and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  till  his  death.  He 
attended  church  services  at  the  Berkey  church  house  in  the  old 
Shade  Creek  congregation  and  later  at  Scalp  Level  and  Rummel. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  took  his  family  to  one  meetinghouse 
for  church  and  Sunday  school  in  the  morning,  to  Sunday  school 
in  the  afternoon  at  another  place  and  in  the  evening  to  the  third 
house  of  worship  for  church.  When  the  Scalp  Level  church  be- 
came a  separate  congregation  in  1912  he  was  one  of  the  charter 
members;  also  he  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Windber  con- 
gregation, which  was  organized  in  1922,  having  attended  services 
at  Windber  from  the  time  the  first  Sunday  school  was  estab- 
lished in  1900.  He  and  his  good  wife,  Christina  Shaffer  Berkey, 
who  died  several  years  ago,  were  faithful  attendants  at  all  the 
church  services  and  for  thirty  years  had  never  missed  a  session 
of  Sunday  school  until  a  short  time  before  their  deaths,  when 
failing  health  made  it  necessary  for  them  to  stay  at  home.  He 
was  an  industrious  and  prosperous  farmer  and  gave  liberally  of 
his  means  to  the  erection  of  the  first  Windber  church  in  1905, 
the  remodeling  in  1913  and  the  erection  of  the  new  building  in 
1922,  and  in  the  purchasing  of  a  parsonage.  Though  he  was 
■quite  generous  his  motto  seemed  to  be,  "Let  not  thy  left  hand 
know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth."  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  de- 
parture five  daughters,  two  brothers  and  fifteen  grandchildren. 
One  son.  as  well  as  his  wife,  preceded  him  in  death.  His  fu- 
neral was  preached  in  the  Windber  church  by  Bro.  Newton  D. 
Cosner,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp.  The  large  crowd  attend- 
ing his  funeral  gave  testimony  to  the  esteem  in  which  Bro. 
Berkey  was  held  in  the  community.  Interment  was  in  the 
Berkey  cemetery.  Though  he  lived  a  quiet  life  his  influence  was 
such  that  he  will  be  missed  in  the  church  and  community. — Mrs. 
Calvin  L.  Blough,  Windber,  Pa. 

Brower,  Viola  Loretta  Stubbs,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ruan 
Stubbs,  was  born  Dec.  19,  1873,  near  West  Elkton,  Ohio.  She  was 
married  Jan.  7,  1894,  to  Ora  Brower,  which  union  was  permitted 
to  endure  for  a  little  more  than  forty-seven  years.  The  home 
was  blessed  with  eight  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  their 
mother  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four  sons, 
two  daughters,  twelve  grandchildren  and  two  sisters.  She  died 
on  the  morning  of  Jan.  23,  1941.  Her  going  has  left  an  emptiness 
in  our  hearts,  our  homes,  and  our  community.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful companion,  a  loving  mother  and  a  helpful  neighbor.  The 
funeral  service  was  conducted  at  the  Eaton  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren on  Jan.  25.  Interment  was  in  the  West  Alexandria  cemetery. 
— Frank   Eby,  Trotwood,   Ohio. 

Clingenpeel,  James  Henry,  was  born  near  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  on 
Feb.  25,  1862,  and  died  at  his  home  on  July  11,  1941.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  Bro.  Clingen- 
peel is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons,  one  daughter,  six  grand- 
children, two  brothers,  one  sister,  and  other  relatives.  He  was  a 
good  neighbor.  He  enjoyed  having  company  and  was  always 
cheerful.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Bethlehem  church 
with  Brethren  N.  C.  Peters  and  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  officiating. 
Interment  was  in  the  church  cemetery. — Virgie  Bowman,  Boone 
Mill,   Va. 

Weaver,  Samuel  Harvey,  was  born  Sept.  24,  1871,  at  New  Wash- 
ington, Pa.,  and  passed  away  at  his  country  home  near  South- 
wick,  Idaho,  on  July  19,  1941.  He  came  to  Idaho  when  a  young 
man  and  lived  here  for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
the  East.  In  1914  he  came  again  to  Idaho  where  he  had  since 
made  his  home.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing  his  widow,  fif- 
teen children,  twenty-one  grandchildren,  five  great-grandchildren 
and  one  sister.  Mr.  Weaver  had  been  in  failing  health  for  a 
number  of  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Methodist 
church  at  Kendrick,  Idaho,  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  made 
in  the  Moscow  cemetery. — A.  R.  Fike,  Moscow,  Idaho. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


Illinois 
Allison  Prairie. — A  revival  meeting  was  held  from  July  14  to  27 
with  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  as  evangelists.  Bro.  Rol- 
lins' sermons  were  very  inspirational  and  were  delivered  to  large 
and  attentive  congregations  at  each  service.  Sister  Rollins  di- 
rected the  music  and  told  stories  to  the  children.  As  a  result  of 
the  meeting  six  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and 
two  were  reconsecrated.  Sister  Lois  Ritchey  directed  a  two 
weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  in  June.  Bro.  Dolar  Ritchey  and 
wife  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district  meeting.    Our  love  feast 


was  held  on  May  10  with  an  attendance  of  fifty-four.  On  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  an  offering  is  taken  for  Civilian 
Public  Service.  While  our  pastor  is  in  a  revival  meeting  at  the 
Oak  Grove  church  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  August,  Bro. 
Kenneth  Fisher  will  preach  here. — Viola  Frye,  Lawrenceville, 
111..  July  31. 

Dixon. — At  a  business  meeting  on  June  23  Sisters  Lena  Bowers 
and  Marie  Thompson  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
Our  open  forum,  held  on  Sunday  evenings,  is  interesting.  About 
once  a  month  this  is  replaced  by  singing  favorite  hymns.  On 
July  14  a  male  quartet  from  the  Church  of  Christ  gave  an  in- 
spirational service.  July  27  was  a  memorable  day.  At  the  close 
of  the  morning  service  the  pastor  performed  the  marriage  cere- 
mony for  two  of  our  young  people,  Harriet  McWethy  and  Frank- 
lin Kline.  At  noon  we  enjoyed  a  scramble  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brown. 
They  are  eighty-four  and  eighty  years  old,  respectively.  Sister 
Brown  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Dixon  church  and  has  been 
faithful  all  these  years.  Many  friends  and  relatives  gathered  to 
do  honor  to  this  couple.  In  the  afternoon  was  held  a  service  be- 
fitting their  fifty  years  of  married  life,  in  which  they  renewed 
the  vows  they  had  made  to  each  other  fifty  years  ago. — Mrs. 
David  Wade,  Dixon,   111.,   Aug.   4. 

Lena. — On  the  evening  of  Mother's  Day  our  young  people  held 
a  fitting  service  and  presented  each  mother  in  the  congregation 
with  a  gift  and  a  corsage.  On  Father's  Day  evening  they  re- 
membered the  fathers  in  a  similar  manner.  On  May  18  Brethren 
William  Powers  of  Mt.  Morris,  E.  B.  Williams  of  Naperville  and 
Vernon  Hohnadel  of  Gratiot,  Wis.,  district  officers  of  the  men's 
work  organization,  had  charge  of  the  morning  service.  While 
our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton,  was  attending  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence, Sister  Burton  gave  us  two  splendid  sermons  on  the  morn- 
ings of  June  22  and  29.  On  the  evening  of  June  22  we  were  glad 
to  have  Bro.  Merle  Hawbecker  of  Lanark  bring  us  the  message, 
while  on  Sunday  evening,  June  29,  the  service  consisted  of  a  ser- 
mon in  song.  On  the  mornings  of  July  6  and  13  Bro.  Burton 
brought  us  very  interesting  reports  of  the  Conference  at  La 
Verne.  On  the  evening  of  July  6  the  children  gave  a  fine  pro- 
gram. On  Sunday  evening,  July  27,  we  enjoyed  hearing  a  mixed 
quartet  from  Stockton.  Several  of  our  members  enjoyed  attend- 
ing the  home-coming  at  the  old  folks'  home  in  Mt.  Morris  on 
July  26.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  had  a  part  in  the  afternoon 
program.  Our  Sunday  evening  attendance  has  been  excellent; 
Bro.  Burton's  strong  gospel  messages  are  supplemented  every 
Sunday  evening  by  various  short  programs  arranged  by  Sister 
Burton.  We  are  sorry  to  have  two  of  our  families  move  from 
our  community.     We   are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meet- 
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ings  which   will   be   conducted   this  fall   by  Bro.   John   Fidler   of 
Brookville,  Ohio. — Blanche  L.  Folgate,   Lena,  111.,  Aug.   6. 

Woodland. — The  Sunday  school  sent  four  delegates  to  the  Sun- 
day-school workers  training  school  held  at  Canton,  111.,  in  May. 
Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Virgil  Weimer,  began  his  new  duties 
on  June  1.  He  had  charge  of  our  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  had  an  enrollment  of  114  and  an  average  attend- 
ance of  ninety-one.  The  ladies'  aid  served  threshing  dinners  in 
the  church  basement  again  this  year.  The  largest  number 
served  on  one  day  was  eighty.  The  aid  society  is  now  work- 
ing on  packs  to  be  sent  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp. 
Our  quarterly  business  meeting  was  held  on  July  30.  The  new 
officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman 
is  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  revival  here  in  September  with  the  love 
feast  at  the  close  of  these  meetings.  Some  new  hymnbooks  have 
been  purchased  recently.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  district 
meeting  which  will  be  held  at  Astoria.  We  will  be  represented 
by  two  delegates. — Mrs.  Reuben  Wickert,  Vermont,   111.,  Aug.   2. 

Indiana 

Goshen  City. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  5  and  elected  church 
officials  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  T.  E.  George  was  re-elected 
elder.  Our  Sunday-school  officers  will  be  elected  on  Sept.  14 
during  the  Sunday-school  hour.  We  are  to  have  a  regular 
church  night  on  Oct.  21.  Our  revival  meeting  begins  the  last 
Sunday  in  November  with  Bro.  Dixon  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
as  the  evangelist.  Sisters  Emma  Sheets,  Ruth  Swihart  and  Win- 
nie Tully  are  delegates  to  district  meeting  which  will  be  held  at 
Camp  Mack  Aug.  12-14.  July  27  was  pulpit  exchange  Sunday  in 
Northern  Indiana  and  Bro.  Richards  of  the  First  South  Bend 
church  very  ably  filled  our  pulpit.  On  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  20, 
the  Union  Center  young  people  gave  a  peace  play  and  program 
to  a  good  crowd  here.  Several  juniors,  intermediates  and  young 
people  from  this  church  attended  Camp  Mack  this  summer.  All 
church  groups  have  been  active  and  the  interest  good  throughout 
the  summer.  We  have  had  services  each  Sunday  night,  for 
which  we  are  thankful. — Mrs.  Jesse  Tully,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Aug.  7. 

Maple  Grove. — On  Easter  at  the  close  of  the  Sunday-school 
hour  a  program  was  given  by  the  children,  and  the  young  peo- 
ple gave  an  Easter  play.  On  the  evening  of  June  12  the  mothers 
and  daughters  gave  a  banquet  for  the  fathers  and  sons  in  the 
church.  After  the  banquet  a  program  of  readings  and  music 
appropriate  to  Father's  Day  was  given  and  a  very  inspiring 
message  by  our  guest  speaker,  Mrs.  Gray  of  Clay  City.  Our 
visiting  ministers  in  May  and  June  have  been  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller, 
N.  Manchester,  Ind.;  Bro.  Ira  Frantz  and  Bro.  Estel  McCullough. 
Their  messages  were  an  inspiration  to  the  membership.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  was  with  us  on  June  14  in  council.  The 
church  officers  were  elected  at  this  meeting. — Mrs.  Leslie  Lam- 
bert,  Center  Point,   Ind.,   Aug.   4. 

North  Liberty. — A  mother  and  daughter  tea  was  held  on  May  17 
with  about  fifty  present.  We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  May 
26.  Sisters  Anna  Strycker  and  Mary  Markley  were  chosen  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting.  On  June  29  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North 
Manchester  brought  us  an  educational  message.     In  the  evening 
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the  young  people  sponsored  a  vesper  service  on  a  hill  seven  miles 
from  town.  The  ladies'  aid  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  day  on 
July  10  as  guests  of  the  Pine  Creek  ladies'  aid.  The  four 
churches  of  the  town  joined  in  union  Sunday  evening  services 
through  July  and  August.  One  of  our  young  people,  nine  inter- 
mediates and  three  juniors  attended  their  respective  camps  at 
Camp  Mack.  On  July  27  Bro.  Clyde  Joseph  of  Plymouth  brought 
the  morning  message.  Following  the  services  the  Sunday- 
school  picnic  was  held  at  the  park. — Anna  Steele,  North  Lib- 
erty,  Ind.,   Aug.   4. 

Upper  Deer  Creek. — On  June  1  we  held  our  quarterly  council. 
This  was  a  week  earlier  than  our  regular  date  and  was  done 
because  our  elder  was  going  to  Conference.  On  June  15  we  gave 
a  program  in  observance  of  children's  day.  The  program  was 
interesting  and  was  instrumental  in  getting  several  new  children 
to  attend  church  regularly.  During  the  illness  of  our  minister, 
Bro.  Forest  Hostetler,  our  pulpit  has  been  filled  by  Bro.  Leslie 
Ockerman.  On  July  13  our  Conference  delegate,  Bro.  John 
Smith,  gave  a  very  interesting  report  on  the  Conference.  Brother 
and  Sister  Smith  made  the  trip  with  Eld.  Fisher  and  wife.  Two 
of  our  members,  Mrs.  Mary  Kitchel  and  daughter,  Alice  Marie, 
are  home  after  spending  the  winter  in  Washington,  D.  C.  We 
are  glad  to  have  them  back  with  us.  On  Sunday,  August  2,  a 
group  of  singers  from  Chicago  gave  a  program  of  sacred  music 
in  the  church.  We  enjoyed  the  entire  program,  and  especially 
the  group  of  Negro  spirituals. — Anna  Margaret  Murphy,  Walton, 
Ind.,   Aug.   3. 

Maryland 

Meadow  Branch. — Our  Sunday  school  held  its  outing  on  July 
22.  An  appropriate  program  was  given  by  the  young  people  and 
the  children  around  a  brilliant  campfire,  in  the  spacious  grove 
surrounding  the  church.  Other  entertainment  and  recreational 
exercises  were  engaged  in.  Ice  cream  and  cake  were  served  to 
about  200.  The  elder  in  charge  led  in  the  devotionals.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  largely  attended  outings  ever  held  by  the 
Meadow  Branch  Sunday  school.  The  Eastern  District  of  Mary- 
land held  its  annual  Sunday-school  convention  and  round  table 
in  the  Meadow  Branch  church  on  Sunday,  July  27.  It  was  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  best  in  recent  years.  It  included  a  sacred 
music  festival  by  the  district  choir  of  about  200  voices,  directed 
by  Prof.  Philip  Royer.  Bro.  Royer  is  a  musician  of  renown,  be- 
ing elected  to  teach  music  in  all  of  the  high  schools  of  Carroll 
County;  he  is  also  instructor  of  music  in  Western  Maryland 
College.  About  175  enjoyed  a  fellowship  supper  in  the  church. 
Dr.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  was  the  prin- 
cipal speaker.  Cottage  prayer  meetings  with  good  interest  and 
attendance  are  in  progress  for  six  weeks,  prior  to  our  evangel- 
istic meetings  which  begin  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church  on 
August  17.  Four  have  been  recently  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism. — William   E.   Roop,   Westminster,   Md.,  July   31. 

Westminster. — An  interesting  children's  day  program  was 
given  by  the  Sunday  school  on  Sunday  evening,  June  15.  A  very 
successful  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  from  June  23  to  July  3. 
There  were  seventy-eight  enrolled,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  sixty-two;  forty  had  perfect  attendance.  Sister  Marie  Hull 
directed  the  school  with  seven  teachers  assisting  her.  At  the 
closing  program  an  original  play  entitled  How  a  Home  Was 
Changed  by  Bible  School  was  given.  The  play  portrayed  the 
work  of  the  school  in  a  unique  way.  A  special  project  by 
each  class  was  the  giving  of  a  penny  a  meal,  which  resulted  in 
raising  $7.23.  A  missionary  offering  taken  each  morning 
amounted  to  $17.47.  The  house  next  door  to  the  church,  which 
was  purchased  four  years  ago  for  a  parsonage,  is  being  reno- 
vated for  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  and  family,  who 
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will    begin    their    work    here    on    September    1. — Mrs.    H.    Edgar 
Rover,   Westminster,   Md.,   Aug.    1. 

Michigan 

New  Haven. — Our  communion  was  held  on  June  7,  following 
an  all-day  meeting.  About  fifty  communed.  Bro.  Prowant  of 
Rodney  officiated.  Visitors  were  present  from  Elsie,  Shepherd, 
Crystal.  Vestaburg,  and  Rodney.  We  expect  Bro.  Stephen 
Weaver  of  Elmdale  to  be  with  us  on  August  10  with  his  pictures 
of  the  Life  of  Christ.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are 
Sisters  Allie  Rarick  and  Elizabeth  Chambers.  The  men  of  the 
congregation  are  relieving  the  pastor  by  taking  charge  of  the 
preaching  services  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  and  pre- 
senting a  religious  program.  Several  of  our  Sunday-school 
members  spent  a  week  at  Camp  Mack.  Because  of  much  sick- 
ness in  the  community  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  our  at- 
tendance at  Sunday  school  has  not  been  quite  as  large  as  during 
the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year,  but  the  interest  is  good. 
— J.  P.  Bosserman,  Carson  City,  Mich.,  Aug.  4. 

Rodney. — We  closed  a  two-week  vacation  Bible  school  on  June 
27.  Sixty-seven  were  enrolled,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
fifty.  Twenty-seven  children  were  from  Brethren  homes,  ten 
from  other  Protestant  homes  and  thirty  from  homes  with  no 
church  affiliation.  Sister  Mary  Prowant  was  in  charge  of  the 
school.  Five  girls  attended  the  intermediate  camp  at  Little  Eden 
and  two  young  people  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  camp;  several 
others  attended  the  last  day  of  camp.  Our  Sunday-school  at- 
tendance is  good.  Bro.  William  Jehnsen  is  our  delegate  to  dis- 
trict meeting.  The  men's  work  group  have  had  a  well  dug  and 
an  electric  pump  installed  during  the  past  month.  They  have 
also  put  a  new  sink  in  the  church  basement  and  had  screens  put 
on  the  church  windows.  We  are  having  special  missionary 
services  on  the  evening  of  August  10. — Florence  Van  Westrienen, 
Rodney,   Mich.,   Aug.   4. 

Missouri 
Cabool. — We  held  our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting  on 
June  26  with  Eld.  A.  W.  Adkins  presiding.  We  are  planning  to 
have  a  revival  meeting  sometime  in  October.  The  selection  of 
the  evangelist  was  left  to  the  ministerial  board.  About  sixty 
persons  went  to  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  camp  north  of  Houston,  Mo.,  on 
July  4  and  spent  the  day  cleaning  up,  painting,  etc.  Camp  was 
held  from  July  28  to  Aug.  2.  Not  so  many  attended  this  year, 
but  the  interest  was  good.  On  Aug.  1  seven  were  baptized  in 
Big  Piney  River  by  Bro.  Adkins.  The  baptismal  service  was 
illuminated  by  car  lights  shining  on  the  river,  which  made  a  very 
impressive  scene.  The  camp  supervision  was  the  same  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  four  years,  under  the  personal  direction  of  our 
pastor  and  wife.  Our  district  has  sent  twenty-three  kits  to  our 
boys  at  Camp  Magnolia.  The  Cabool  church  has  sent  six.  The 
young  people's  conference  held  at  the  New  Hope  church  on  July 
12  was  well  attended. — Mrs.  LeRoy  Riley,  Cabool,  Mo.,  Aug.  6. 

North  Dakota 
Carrington. — Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Wenger  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
worshiped  with  us  on  Aug.  3  while  visiting  at  the  home  of  Bro. 
Wenger's  brother,  E.  E.  Wenger.  We  enjoyed  the  district  confer- 
ence very  much,  especially  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger's  Bible- 
study  lectures  and  the  slides  of  the  Africa  mission  field.  Eld. 
Stemen  baptized  a  mother  and  her  two  daughters  on  the  Sunday 
before  district  conference.  The  Russel  Hart  family  moved  to 
Indiana  and  we  miss  them  a  great  deal.  A  union  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  June.  A  Mother's  Day  program  and  also  a 
Father's  Day  program  were  given  on  their  respective  days.  We 
had  a  communion  service  the  last  of  May  with  Eld.  Stemen  in 
charge.  Under  the  direction  of  the  ladies'  aid  society  the  fol- 
lowing programs  have  been  sponsored:  Bible  study,  mothers 
and  daughters  and  temperance  and  missions.  Ruth  Glessner 
had  charge  of  the  missionary  program  on  Sunday  evening  before 
leaving  for  Chicago  on  August  5.  Sister  Glessner  has  been  the 
superintendent  of  our  local  hospital  for  the  past  few  months. 
We  plan  to  have  a  Sunday-school  picnic  on  Aug.  10  with  Sunday 
school  and  preaching  in  the  morning,  a  basket  dinner  at  noon 
and  a  program  in  the  afternoon. — Mrs.  Walter  McKee,  Carring- 
ton, N.   Dak.,   Aug.   6. 

Ohio 

Canton  (Maple  Avenue). — On  May  11  the  girls'  chorus  gave 
a  message  in  song  in  honor  of  Mother's  Day.  On  May  16  the 
mothers  and  daughters  of  the  church  met  for  a  covered  dish 
dinner  and  an  evening  of  fellowship.  The  children  of  the  Sunday 
school  presented  a  children's  day  program  on  the  morning  of 
June  15.  On  June  27  we  held  a  reception  and  miscellaneous 
shower  for  our  pastor  and  his  bride,  Brother  and  Sister  Dwight 
B.  Horner.  They  received  many  useful  gifts.  A  short  program 
was  given  and  a  pleasant  time  was  had  by  all  present.  Our 
Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  is  growing  under  the 
present  leadership.  Our  regular  council  met  on  July  21  with 
Bro.  M.  M.  Taylor,  our  elder,  in  charge.  Officers  for  the  com- 
ing year  were  elected. — Mrs.  S.  Z.  Paulus,  East  Sparta,  Ohio, 
July   30. 

Eagle  Creek. — Our  church  began  remodeling  and  redecorating 
in  April.  This  work  included  laying  new  maple  flooring,  redec- 
orating the  walls  and  refinishing  the  benches.  The  greater 
amount  of  the  work  was  done  by  members  of  the  church.     All 


expenses  were  met  by  freewill  offerings.  Several  special  gifts 
were  presented  to  the  church.  A  large  picture,  The  Good  Shep- 
herd, was  given  in  memory  of  Sarah  Bradford  by  her  children 
and  grandchildren.  This  picture  was  painted  by  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Bowers,  daughter  of  Sarah  Bradford.  Two  large  chairs  for  the 
pulpit  were  given  by  Alpha  Steinman  and  John  King.  Linoleum 
for  one  classroom  was  given  by  Fred  and  Bertha  Sampson.  The 
Gale  Freed  family  gave  light  bulbs.  The  carpet  for  the  church 
was  given  in  memory  of  the  Solomon  Rodabaugh  family.  On 
Sunday,  July  27,  we  held  our  rededication  and  home-coming 
services.  A  tureen  dinner  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  crowd.  Bro. 
Otho  Winger  gave  inspiring  messages  at  the  forenoon  and  after- 
noon sessions.  Several  numbers  of  special  music  and  a  reading 
were  given  during  the  services. — Mrs.  Fred  Eberhart,  Findlay, 
Ohio,  Aug.   1. 

East  Dayton. — Our  mother  and  daughter  meeting  was  held  on 
May  11  in  the  home  of  Sister  Strowbridge.  Since  our  last  re- 
port two  have  been  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  and 
four  by  letter.  On  June  8  Sister  Elizabeth  Baker  Wampler  gave 
a  very  interesting  account  of  her  work  in  China.  Vesper  serv- 
ices by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  were  held  at  Wright  Memorial  park  on 
June  13.  The  primary  department  gave  an  interesting  chil- 
dren's day  program  on  June  23.  During  the  absence  of  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert,  at  Annual  Conference,  the  guest  speak- 
ers were  Bro.  Lon  Karns  of  the  Happy  Corner  church  and  Bro. 
William  Hollinger  of  this  church.  On  the  evening  of  June  29  a 
missionary  program  was  given  by  the  juniors.  On  July  6  when 
Bro.  Cloppert  was  in  the  Covington  church,  and  again  on  July 
27  when  he  was  with  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Brethren  Ira 
Oren  and  Roy  Engle  of  the  Happy  Corner  church  brought  our 
messages  to  us.  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre  of  Indiana  will  be  in  charge 
of  our  evangelistic  services  which  begin  Sept.  7.  We  regret  that 
Brother  and  Sister  Cloppert  are  leaving  on  Oct.  1  for  new  fields 
of  labor  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  During  their  eight  years  here 
as  pastor  and  elder  our  church  has  grown  in  number  as  well  as 
spiritually. — Nettie   L.   Siefer,   Dayton,   Ohio,   Aug.   7. 

Fort  McKinley. — We  co-operated  with  the  local  United  Breth- 
ren church  in  a  vacation  Bible  school  during  the  last  two  weeks 
of  June.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  work  done  was 
very  much  worth  while.  Much  of  the  handwork  was  donated  to 
migrant  children.  Our  church  building  has  been  improved  by 
new  windows;  a  parking  lot  has  also  been  made.  On  July  16  we 
entertained  the  women's  work  meeting  of  the  district.  The  at- 
tendance was  good.  Our  local  women's  work  organization  has 
been  having  special  programs  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month.  Mrs.  Orion  Erbaugh  of  Trotwood  and  Mrs.  Roy  Honey- 
man  of  Painter  Creek  have  spoken  to  us  in  these  meetings  this 
summer.  A  family  picnic,  to  be  held  in  August,  is  being  planned 
by  the  mother  and  daughter  director.  Our  Sunday  school  has 
been  well  represented  in  all  the  camps  at  Sugar  Grove.  Eleven 
girls  attended  the  three  camps  for  girls,  and  several  boys  are  at- 
tending there  now.  Our  attendance  at  Sunday  school  and  church 
has  dropped  this  summer.  We  hope  that  the  interest  of  those 
who  are  on  vacation  does  not  lag  with  the  decrease  in  attend- 
ance.— Mrs.  R.  F.  Helstern,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Aug.  1. 

White  Cottage. — Our  Sunday-school  superintendent  has  been 
asking  some  adults  to  lead  the  devotionals  for  the  last  few  Sun- 
days. This  makes  for  varied  and  interesting  Sunday-school 
worship  services.  Several  of  our  women  attended  the  district 
women's  rally  at  Camp  Zion  on  July  25,  taking  with  them  a  $25 
bundle  for  relief.  They  will  continue  this  work,  as  well  as  mak- 
ing packets  for  the  Civilian  Service  camps.  Our  donation  thus 
far  is  near  the  $100  mark,  in  addition  to  a  packet  our  women 
prepared  for  the  boys  in  Civilian  Service  camps.  During  the 
last  month  twelve  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. — 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Shrider,  S.  Zanesville,  Ohio,  Aug.  5. 

Pennsylvania 

Dunnings  Creek. — A  revival  meeting  was  conducted  at  the 
Point  church  June  1-15  by  our  pastor.  The  attendance  and  in- 
terest were  good.  Eight  were  baptized  following  the  meeting. 
Bible  stories  and  Bible  studies  were  presented  to  the  children, 
with  the  aid  of  a  blackboard.  A  community  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  in  which  our  people  participated  was  held  following  the 
revival  meeting.  A  similar  school  was  held  at  New  Paris,  di- 
rected by  our  pastor;  one  was  held  also  at  the  Holsinger  church. 
A  number  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Harmony;  sev- 
eral of  the  juniors  went  to  junior  camp,  and  some  also  had  the 
pleasure  of  attending  Harmony  Assembly.  The  attendance  and 
interest  at  all  of  our  three  churches  continue  to  be  good  during 
the  summer  months.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the  annual  home- 
coming at  the  Holsinger  church  on  September  7.  All  friends 
and  former  acquaintances  are  invited  to  this  meeting.  On  the 
evening  of  the  seventh  a  two  weeks'  revival  will  begin,  conducted 
by  our  pastor. — Mrs.  Albert  S.  Ritchey,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  1. 

Montgomery. — Our  revival  meeting  lasted  from  July  9-20,  with 
Bro.  Fidler  as  the  evangelist.  He  preached  the  Word  with  power 
and  his  messages  were  Spirit-filled;  seven  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Harry  Koozer  and  wife  had  charge  of 
the  song  services.  Some  special  music  was  given  by  choruses 
from  visiting  churches;  we  appreciated  this  very  much.  Bro. 
Fidler  made  many  friends  while  in  our  midst,  and  he  visited  in 
many  homes.  On  July  27  we  held  our  love  feast  with  Brethren 
Oran  Fyock  and  Ivan  Fetterman  officiating.  There  were  about 
eighty  communicants  at  the  tables.  One  of  our  young  people. 
Miss  Eva  Fetterman,  a  nurse  in  Philadelphia,  spent  her  vacation 
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here  with  her  parents.- 
Pa.,  July  29. 


-Mrs.   Annie  S.  Walker,  Rochester  Mills, 


Virginia 

Laurel  Branch. — Bro.  Archie  Naff  of  Floyd,  Va.,  came  to  our 
church  on  Sunday,  June  15,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings.  He 
preached  seventeen  soul-stirring  sermons.  Two  young  girls  were 
baptized  on  June  30.  Two  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  girls  spent  one  week 
at  Camp  Bethel.  At  a  recent  church  council,  Brethren  Maynard 
Hylton  and  G.  W.  Weeks  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing.—Julia  Reed,  Floyd,  Va.,  July  28. 

New  Bethel. — Our  evangelistic  meetings,  conducted  by  our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Elwood  Humphreys,  who  came  to  us  last  September, 
began  June  29  and  continued  through  July  13.  with  fine  attend- 
ance, regardless  of  a  few  rainy  nights.  Four  united  with  the 
church  by  baptism  and  seven  were  reconsecrated.  At  our  regu- 
lar council  meeting  we  elected  officers  and  voted  to  retain  our 
present  pastor  for  another  year. — Myrtle  Humphreys,  Penhook, 
Va.,  July  28. 

Waynesboro. — The  Bridgewater  glee  club  gave  an  interesting 
and  spiritual  program  on  May  11.  On  May  17  the  mothers  and 
daughters  held  a  tea  and  program  at  the  church.  Guest  speakers 
were  Mrs.  O.  S.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Minor  Myers  from  Bridgewater. 
The  fine  service  rendered  by  our  president  of  women's  work, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright,  was  recognized.  She  is  leaving  to  live  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  Bible  school  was  held  June  16-29  with  an  en- 
rollment of  125.  Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  June  30. 
We  decided  to  help  support  a  Bible  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
in  town.  We  also  decided  to  co-operate  with  the  other  churches 
of  the  town  in  a  two  weeks'  pre-Easter  meeting  next  year.  The 
first  week  will  be  union  services,  and  the  second  week's  serv- 
ices will  be  held  in  each  church. — Nora  B.  Garber,  Waynesboro, 
Va.,  July  21.  , 

West  Virginia 
Maple  Spring. — Our  evangelistic  meeting  held  July  27 — Aug.  3 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  Joseph  Miller  of  Broadway,  Va.  The 
opening  service  was  made  especially  interesting  with  special 
music  by  a  group  of  twelve  including  Brethren  Guy  West  and 
Dan  West  from  the  Pierce  work  camp  at  Pierce,  W.  Va.  Bro. 
Miller  conducted  a  special  period  of  study  and  music  with  the 
young  people  while  Sister  Miller  worked  with  the  children  for 
a  fifteen-minute  period,  followed  by  a  short  period  of  congre- 
gational singing  led  by  Bro.  Miller.  The  presence  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Miller  has  been  inspiring,  and  as  a  direct  result  of 
their  co-operation  and  labor  with  the  church  here  five  have  been 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  three  await  the  rite.     The 


services  were  climaxed  on  Sunday  evening,  August  3,  by  a 
beautiful  communion  service  in  which  approximately  250  com- 
municants participated.  The  program  at  Camp  Galilee  is  in 
progress  during  the  month  of  August  and  our  church  is  being 
honored  by  a  special  representation  of  youth  from  th<j  various 
age  groups. — Ardith  W.  Fike,  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Md.,  Aug.  4. 
Martinsburg-Vanclevesville. — On  Jan.  1  our  former  pastor  went 
to  Lewistown,  Pa.,  leaving  us  without  a  pastor  until  the  coming 
of  our  present  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I.  Byler,  from  Lehighton,  Pa.,  on 
June  1.  During  the  five  months  Bro.  Ralph  Arbaugh,  a  local 
minister,  filled  the  pulpit,  during  which  time  forty  souls  were 
added  to  the  church.  In  May  our  elder,  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon,  held 
a  revival  meeting  here  with  very  good  results.  This  church 
entertained  the  district  of  Middle  Maryland  in  the  annual  dis- 
trict meeting.  A  very  impressive  installation  service  for  our 
new  pastor  was  held  in  June  with  the  elders  of  the  district  in 
charge.  An  anniversary  service  was  held  on  June  1,  when  for 
the  fourth  time  a  goal  of  $500  was  set  for  the  building  fund. 
The  congregation  here  was  recently  delighted  with  vocal  groups 
from  the  Byler  family — twice  with  the  male  quartet  and  once 
with  the  girls'  trio.  A  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  conducted 
in  the  church  during  June  with  Miss  Martha  Hartzler  in  charge. 
Two  of  our  young  brothers  are  busy  this  summer  in  West  Vir- 
ginia and  in  the  mountains  of  Southern  Virginia.  Bro.  Ralph 
Arbaugh  is  the  minister  and  Bro.  Harold  Byler  the  song  leader 
and  pianist.  They  report  large  crowds,  and  souls  being  added  to 
the  church. — J.  I.  Byler,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  July  31. 

Old  Furnace. — Our  church  observed  children's  day  in  an  all- 
day  service  on  June  15.  Features  of  the  morning  were  recita- 
tions, a  pageant  by  about  all  ages  of  our  Sunday  school,  and  a 
talk  to  the  children  by  Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  of  Burlington.  Bro. 
Smith  has  been  with  us  so  often  that  children's  day  would  hardly 
be  complete  without  him  and  his  interesting  talk.  We  spread 
our  lunch  on  tables  outside  and  had  a  time  of  fellowship  in  eat- 
ing together,  after  which  Bro.  Ray  Showalter,  pastor  of  the 
Keyser  church,  gave  us  a  sermon  which  was  timely  and  appro- 
priate for  both  children's  day  and  father's  day.  On  the  following 
night,  June  16,  our  revival  began.  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing  of  Har- 
risonburg, Va.,  labored  with  us  in  this  effort  for  two  weeks.  His 
sermons  were  quite  challenging  and  encouraging  to  those  who 
truly  live  the  Christian  life.  As  a  direct  result  eight  were  bap- 
tized. Our  ladies'  aid  is  beginning  their  campaign  of  getting 
Messenger  subscriptions.  Our  young  people's  meeting  on  Sun- 
day evening  is  taking  on  renewed  interest  since  our  revival. 
The  night  of  June  20,  Bro.  Stine  Hockman  of  Augusta  gave  a 
fine  lecture  on  the  evils  of  tobacco,  using  slides  to  illustrate  these 
truths. — Mrs.  Jesse  W.   Whitacre,  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  July  26. 


Selected  BOOKS  for 
JUNIOR   LEADERS 


A  Study  of  the  Junior  Child 

Mary  Theodora  Whitley    

Written  for  teachers  of  children  nine  to  twelve  years  of 
age.  Dr.  Whitley's  name  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the 
accuracy  of  its  psychology. 

*  Teaching  Junior  Boys 
and  Girls 


Stories  for  the  Junior  Hour 

Ada  Rose  Demerest    


$1.00 


<p  L  *^«3 


193  pages   of  Bible  and   secular  stories   told  by  an  expert 
storyteller.     The  many  stories  cover  a  wide  field. 


Teaching  Juniors 

Florence    E.    Norton 


Mildred  Moody  Eakin    

Shows  how  to  lead  juniors  by  presenting  the  experiences 
of  others — both  those  that  failed  and  those  that  succeeded. 


This  volume  is  particularly  adapted  to  help  all  kinds  of 
teachers,  experienced  and  inexperienced,  enthusiastic  and 
indifferent.     An  outstanding  training  book. 


Training  Juniors  in 
Worship 

Mary  Alice  Jones    


$1.00 


$1.50 


Junior  Worship  Materials 

Nellie  V.  Burgess    

37  splendid  worship  services  in  keeping  with  sound  the- 
ory and  practice  in  religious  education.  Also  contains 
worship  stories,  hymns  and  junior  lessons. 

For  other  helps  see  our  new  general  catalog  or  write 


Thirty-six  completely  planned  worship  services  for  juniors. 
A  cyclopedia  of  selected  calls  to  worship,  also  hymns, 
songs,   prayers,    worship    stories    and   dramatizations. 
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Start  the  New  Sunday-school  Year  With  a  Selective  Study  Material  for  Your 

Junior  Department 

GRADED  COURSES 


for 

JUNIORS 


The  objective  of  these  carefully  outlined  lessons  is  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  Christian  character  during  these  most  impressionable  years.  The  newer 
theories  of  education  underlie  the  lesson  courses,  dealing  with  the  interests 
and  problems  of  the  pupil.  Every  lesson  has  a  Biblical  background.  Bible 
stories  and  passages  are  carried  over  into  the  life  experiences  of  the  junior. 
The  material  is  sufficiently  simplified  and  elastic  to  make  it  usable  by  teach- 
ers who  have  not  had  the  advantages  of  special  training. 

3  Complete  Courses  for  3  Junior  Years 

COURSE  FOUR: 
COURSE  FIVE: 
COURSE  SIX: 


Junior  First  Year — 
Course  in  3  units — 53  lessons 

Junior  Second  Year — 
Course  in  4  units — 52  lessons 


Junior  Third  Year — 
Course  in  5  units — 52  lessons 


—  MATERIALS— 

Pupil's  Book,  Teacher's  Textbook,  Per  Quarter,  and 

Large  Pictures  for  Teachers 

(First  Two  Years) 

Write  for  Free  48-page  "Prospectus" 

of  the  Brethren  Graded  Courses  (revised 
1940) — Children's  Division,  giving  outlines 
and  sample  lessons  of  courses.  Also  help- 
ful suggestions  on  school  organization  and 
grading.  ALL  COURSES  BEGIN  WITH 
OCTOBER,  SO  DON'T  DELAY— WRITE 
TODAY! 


BUY  A  BOOK  FOR  YOUR  JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT  WORKERS— SEE  PAGE  31 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

ELGIN.    ILLINOIS 
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A  MEMORIAL   ARCH  IN   CENTRAL  PARK,   PEKING,   CHINA 

(Photo  by  Velma  Ober;  Persons  in  the  Picture,  Hazel  Rothrock,  Grace  Clapper  and  Minor  M.  Myers; 
Picture  Taken  May,   1941) 
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Around 
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World 


A  bale  of  cotton  which  could  be 
bought  for  $500  in  1939  in  China 
now  costs  $3,000. 

Christianity  now  enjoys  the 
greatest  influence  it  has  ever  had 
in  China.  Four  fifths  of  all  the 
American  citizens  now  in  free  China 
are   church   workers. 

One    of    the     major    missions    of 

Owen  Lattimore,  newly  appointed 
American  political  adviser  to  Chiang 
Kai-shek,  is  to  help  secure  peace  be- 
tween the  Generalissimo  and  the 
Chinese  communist  forces. 

Christian  young  people  in  west 
China  who  are  affiliated  with  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  write  that  their  work 
was  never  in  better  condition.  Two 
hundred  societies  have  been  organ- 
ized in  two  years,  and  1,200  are  on 
the  records. 

Farm  foreclosures  in  1940  showed 
a  decline  of  41  per  cent  from  the 
previous  year.  The  total  of  20,950, 
estimated  by  the  department,  is  the 
smallest  number  of  foreclosures  in 
any  year  in  the  seven  for  which  it 
has    records. 

On  July  13  three  American  high- 
way experts  arrived  in  Chungking 
to  survey  equipment  needs  for  the 
Burma  Road.  Simultaneously  it 
was  revealed  that  2,000  two-and- 
one-half-ton,  six-wheel  American 
army  trucks  were  purchased  from 
the  United  States. 

Dr.  William  L.  Stidger,  professor 
at  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology,  has  been  appointed  head 
of  a  sub-committee  of  church  leaders 
to  participate  in  a  nation-wide  drive 
to  curtail  nondefense  Federal  ex- 
penditures. Convinced  that  there  is 
a  moral  issue  involved  in  the  matter, 
Dr.  Stidger  will  send  a  statement  on 
Public  Finance  and  Christian  Mor- 
als to  10,000  clergymen  throughout 
the  country. 


Experts  agree  that  China's  problem  is  fundamentally  economic, 
and  a  successful  solution  of  the  economic  problem  is  fundamental  to 
the  unleashing  of  China's  tremendous  potential  strength.  Gen.  Chiang 
Kai-shek  has  said  that  China's  problems  are  70  per  cent  economic 
and  30  per  cent  military.  Basically  the  economic  .crisis  is  one  of  in- 
adequate production — both  industrial  and  agricultural.  The  Chinese 
Industrial  Co-operatives  have  established  some  2,000  industrial  bases, 
but  much  more  needs  to  be  done  in  this  area.  The  government  has 
taken  positive  measures  to  regulate  rice  holdings,  price  fixing  and 
licensing  of  rice  dealers  and  to  encourage  food  production.  Particular- 
ly hopeful  is  ihe  fact  that  the  Currency  Stabilization  Committee  is  be- 
ginning its  activities. 


The  Bible  is  available  in  1,000 
tongues,  but  1,200,000,000  cannot 
read    it    in    any    tongue. 

Apportioned  roughly  at  the  rate 
of  one  to  every  1,200  men,  994  Prot- 
estant, 318  Catholic  and  18  Jewish 
chaplains  are  serving  in  the  army. 

Rice  represents  about  fifty  per 
cent  of  central  and  south  China's 
food  supply.  Before  the  war  a  picul 
of  rice  in  Chungking  cost  about 
$9.50;  in  the  winter  of  1939-40  it  cost 
$17;  in  the  summer  $30.  In  October 
and  November  the  price  rose  to  $185. 

An  editorial  campaign  urging  the 
American  family  to  revive  the  cus- 
tom of  saying  grace  before  meals 
has  been  launched  by  the  editors  of 
the  Ladies'  Home  Journal.  The  ed- 
itors describe  the  family  dining  ta- 
ble as  the  best  place  for  children's 
social,  cultural  and  spiritual  train- 
ing. 

The  United  States  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  the  American  Asso- 
ciation of  School  Administrators 
have  announced  the  appointment  of 
two  separate  committees  which  will 
work  together  in  a  nation-wide  ef- 
fort to  encourage  the  religious  and 
moral  training  of  youth  as  part  of  a 
five-point  program  designed  to  aid 
in  solving  current  educational  prob- 
lems. 


The     Indian     population     of     the 

United    States    is    increasing    faster 
than  the  general  population. 

The  establishment  of  a  music  de- 
partment of  the  Southern  Baptist 
denomination,  designed  to  promote 
the  use  of  church  music  throughout 
the  South,  has  been  recommended. 

The  application  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  for  the 
purchase  of  243  tons  of  Swiss  milk, 
now  available  for  France,  has  been 
approved  by  the  treasury  depart- 
ment. 

An  all-night  vigil  for  President 
Roosevelt  was  held  at  the  Pacific 
Coast  ashram  in  charge  of  E.  Stan- 
ley Jones  and  attended  by  150  mem- 
bers of  many  religious  communions. 
In  essence  the  prayers  were  that  the 
chief  executive  "may  be  guided  by 
God  to  lead  this  nation  away  from 
war"  and  "be  the  spokesman  and 
guide  of  a  new  world  order." 

A  recommendation  of  Selective 
Service  Director  Lewis  B.  Hershey 
that  twelve  conscientious  objectors 
from  the  Amish  and  Mennonite  sects 
be  relieved  from  civilian  work  camp 
orders  and  permitted  to  remain  at 
home  because  of  the  agricultural 
nature  of  their  employment  has 
been  rejected  by  the  board  of  ap- 
peals, Area  No.  4,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Why  It  Is  Great 

Starting  from  the  ground  up,  allowing  for  the 
moment  such  an  impossible  assumption,  what 
would  you  propose  as  the  most  promising  remedy 
for  the  present  world  mess?  Can  you  think  of 
something  better  than  the  one  offered  on  a  moun- 
tainside in  Galilee  about  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirteen  years  ago? 

Pardon  the  interruption,  but  you  may  as  well 
get  ready  for  the  conclusion  that  you  cannot.  The 
world  has  had  a  lot  of  experience  since  that  mem- 
orable morning  on  the  Galilean  mountainside. 
It  all  points  one  way.  It  confirms  the  soundness 
of  the  verdict  announced  at  that  time. 

That  is  why  the  Great  Commission  is  great.  It 
covers  the  whole  case.  There  is  nothing  else  to 
do.  It  offers  the  world's  only  hope.  People  must 
become  pupils  of  Jesus  Christ  and  learn  from  him 
how  to  live  together. 

The  talk  of  the  times  that  his  way  is  not  prac- 
tical, not  realistic,  is  blind  to  plain  facts.  Human 
history  to  date  is  proof  that  the  other  way  is  abso- 
lute failure.  True  realism  demands  a  fair  trial  of 
his  way.  The  church  is  in  the  world  to  press  that 
demand. 

"Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  the  whole  creation.  Go  ye  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  the  nations,  baptizing  them  into 
the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit:  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsoever  I  comanded  you." 

This  is  the  answer  to  the  supreme  problem  of 
our  day.    There  is  no  other.  E.  F. 

Success  in  Business 

"Behind,  every  successful  business  there  is  usual- 
ly a  man  who  has  had  the  courage  to  do  the  un- 
conventional things."  And  then  there  is  told  the 
story  of  a  young  man  elected  president  of  a  big 
company  that  had  been  marking  time.  He  could 
have  done  the  expected  things,  but  he  did  not.    He 


did  some  unexpected  things  and  pulled  his  com- 
pany out  of  the  hole. 

We  are  not  urging  that  one  do  something  differ- 
ent just  to  be  different.  But  when  a  situation  does 
not  yield  to  the  customary  techniques  it  is  time  to 
think  of  the  techniques.  Maybe  they  need  re- 
vamping. Anyway  success  is  not  just  carrying 
along  in  the  same  old  way.  There  must  be  a  fac- 
ing up  with  reality,  and  the  courage  to  try  new 
remedies.  h.  a.  b. 

The  Present  Situation  in  China 

One  hesitates  to  write  on  this  subject  because 
we  know  so  little  about  the  real  situation,  which 
is  constantly  changing;  but  more  so  because  we 
understand  so  little  about  the  situations  in  China 
about  which  we  do  hear.  We  read  of  50,000,000 
Chinese  refugees  away  from  home,  of  probable 
millions  starving,  of  other  millions  killed  by  the 
Japanese  invasion.  We  read  of  communists  and 
nationalists,  of  free  and  occupied  China,  of  the 
progress  of  Christianity  and  opposition  to  it,  of 
missionaries  leaving  and  others  remaining  or  re- 
turning. Some  of  our  own  good  church  folks  have 
felt  that  the  Mission  Board  has  been  thoughtless 
in  permitting  missionaries  to  go  or  stay;  while 
others  felt  we  should  keep  them  on  the  field. 

You  can  take  almost  any  position  concerning 
China  and  find  yourself  in  good  company.  Per- 
haps everybody  sympathizes  with  the  Chinese; 
even  the  Japanese  insist  their  motive  is  one  of 
love!  But  you  see  people  act  so  differently  in  a 
crisis  that  they  do  not  understand.  Lack  of  in- 
formation and  understanding  is  our  common  trou- 
ble. To  interpret  apparent  conflicting  reports 
about  China,  one  needs  a  good  map,  much  more 
information  about  China  and  the  Chinese  people 
and  above  all  to  know  the  ravages  and  destruction 
of  modern  warfare,  especially  when  thrust  upon  a 
peaceful  and  unprepared  people  in  a  densely 
populated  land. 
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The  Position  and  Plans  of  the  General  Mission  Board 

The  position  of  our  own  Board  is  to  give  all  the 
facts  we  can  to  our  missionaries  and  allow  them 
to  use  their  best  judgment  in  staying  or  returning 
home.  They  are  to  be  guided  by  health,  age,  fam- 
ily conditions  and  responsibilities,  as  well  as  the 
advice  of  the  United  States  consuls,  and  then  use 
their  best  combined  judgments  for  each  case.  Our 
missionaries  in  China,  however,  met  a  rather  un- 
usual condition.  Only  two  or  three  other  missions 
have  faced  the  same  situation  to  date.  Being  in 
an  area  that  was  occupied  by  the  invading  Japa- 
nese armies,  persecution  was  meted  out  to  the 
Chinese  to  the  point  of  death.  When  it  was  evi- 
dent that  our  missionaries  were  a  liability  rather 
than  an  asset,  they  left  their  stations  with  much 
reluctance  on  their  part  as  well  as  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese  Christians.  Our  Field  Secretary  re- 
mains at  the  coast  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  work 
and  the  Chinese  leaders,  to  render  counsel,  give 
financial  support  as  may  be  needed  for  the  work 
or  relief,  and  such  other  encouragement  and  guid- 
ance as  is  possible. 

During  the  invasion  by  the  Japanese  armies, 
thousands  and  millions  of  Chinese  left  their  homes 
and  villages  in  occupied  China  and  fled  into  the 
areas  not  occupied  by  the  invaders.  Among  these 
were  thousands  of  Christians.  It  is  the  purpose 
now  of  both  the  Board  and  the  Mission  to  send  a 
small  deputation  to  West  China  that  is  yet  free 
from  the  invaders,  to  visit  these  scattered  Chris- 
tians, bring  them  into  fellowship  with  each  other 
and  as  far  as  possible  with  their  families  and 
friends  in  the  occupied  areas.  Also,  if  possible, 
through  the  co-operation  with  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee  add  some  active  young  men  who 
can  administer  relief  and  later  establish  a  medical 
unit  in  that  area  to  help  meet  the  tremendous  need 
among  these  suffering  people.  All  of  this  will  de- 
pend upon  the  possibility  of  approval  for  pass- 
ports of  the  United  States  government  and  this 
depends  upon  the  turn  of  affairs  in  the  stress  of 
international  relations. 

It  is  the  judgment  of  the  Board  that  if  ever  the 
Christian  church  had  an  opportunity  to  help  a  suf- 
fering people  it  is  in  China  now.  It  is  the  feeling 
of  every  missionary,  we  believe,  that  they  would 
like  to  be  there  sharing  with  their  Chinese  friends 
in  Christian  help  and  fellowship  when  it  is  so 
sorely  needed.  While  the  dangers  may  not  be 
greater  in  free  China  than  many  other  places,  it 
will  require  sacrifice  and  genuine  hardship  to 
those  who  go.  It  will  require  good  health,  a 
knowledge  of  China  and  its  language,  with  a  sym- 
pathy for  and  understanding  of  its  suffering  peo- 
ple.   There  are  those  who  are  ready  to  go.    It  re- 


mains for  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  govern- 
ment to  get  off.  The  Board  will  send  only  those 
who  are  physically  able  and  offer  themselves 
quite  willingly  to  go.  Every  caution  and  reason- 
able equipment  will  be  provided  for  helpful  serv- 
ice when  they  arrive.  Passports  will  be  granted 
only  for  service  of  imperative  need,  and  such,  we 
believe,  the  call  is — to  take  them  salvation  and  re- 
lief in  the  name  of  Christ.  c.  d.  b. 

An  Exercise  in  Comparison 

An  old  hymn  of  the  Jewish  church  much  loved 
by  Christians  of  nineteen  centuries  compares  six 
other  things  with  gold  and  honey.  The  author 
knew  that  honey  is  very  sweet  and  that  gold  is 
highly  prized,  but  his  experience  and  insight  had 
convinced  him  that  these  other  things  are  sweeter 
than  honey  and  more  to  be  desired  than  much  fine 
gold.  Do  you  think  that  could  be  true?  Remem- 
ber what  they  are? 

Law  and  precepts,  fear  and  testimony,  com- 
mandment and  ordinances — prosaic  things  like 
these  would  seem  to  be  a  poor  match  for  gold  and 
honey  in  attractiveness.  But  hold  your  tongue, 
please.  Everyone  of  these  is  qualified  by  the 
phrase  "of  the  Lord."  See  what  that  boils  down 
to? 

It  means  that  God's  way  of  handling  this  busi- 
ness of  living  is  worth  more  to  a  man  than  all  the 
gold  in  the  vaults  of  Kentucky.  It  means  that  his 
answers  to  the  problems  that  beset  you  will  yield 
satisfactions  sweeter  than  the  choicest  honey  ever 
found  by  bees  in  a  field  of  clover,  either  red  or 
white.  That  might  be  true,  not?  What  if  it  is? 
There  is  a  way  to  find  out.  E.  F. 

A  Teetotaler  Behind  the  Bar 

The  self-styled  "world's  greatest  newspaper"  re- 
cently carried  a  human  interest  story  about  the 
closing  of  the  Auditorium  Hotel.  In  the  near 
fifty-two  years  the  place  had  been  open  for  busi- 
ness it  had  become  something  of  a  tradition  in 
Chicago's  life. 

The  last  night  the  Auditorium  was  open  was  de- 
scribed as  something  like  the  last  night  before 
prohibition  came  in.  Yet,  strangely  enough  at 
closing  time,  when  head  bartender  Jim  O'Neill 
locked  up  his  bottles  "his  record  of  never  having 
taken  a  drink  since  he  started  out  in  the  hotel 
twenty-nine  years  ago  was  still  intact." 

This  is  not  the  first  time  we  have  heard  of  tee- 
totalers in  the  saloon  business  or  serving  behind 
the  bar.  Can  the  reader  suggest  any  reasons  why 
smart  liquor  dispensers  are  so  careful  not  to  drink 
the  stuff  they  sell?  H.  a.  b. 
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Our  Getting  Together 

Meetings  In  Peiping 


BY  MINOR  M.  MYERS 

Ever  since  coming  to  Peiping  last  December  our 
missionaries  in  one  way  or  another  have  culti- 
vated friendly  and  wholesome  relations  with  Chi- 
nese friends  and  acquaintances,  especially  those 
from  our  Shansi  territory.  Sometime  in  February 
our  three  remaining  women  workers,  the  Misses 
Clapper,  Ober  and  Rothrock,  conceived  the  fine 
idea  of  having  all  our  Church  of  the  Brethren  stu- 
dents and  other  members  here  in  Peiping  in  for  a 
plate  supper  and  good  fellowship  to  be  followed 
by  a  period  of  worship.  The  first  Sunday  of 
March,  while  I  was  in  Shanghai,  they  had  their 
first  meeting  with  a  goodly  number  present.  It 
was  enjoyed  so  much  by  all  that  it  was  decided 
to  have  such  again,  say  once  a  month. 

As  we  learn  of  others  they  are  invited  to  join 
us.  The  program,  if  it  could  be  called  that,  varies 
from  time  to  time.  Once  the  major  part  of  the 
time  was  used  in  singing,  followed  by  Scripture 
reading  and  prayer,  with  practically  every  one 
taking  part.  The  May  4  meeting  had  new  mem- 
bers, so  the  main  part  of  the  program  consisted  in 
each  one  introducing  himself  or  herself  and  telling 
some  special  impression,  valuable  lesson  or  spir- 
itual blessing  received  since  coming  to  this  big 
city.  Several  spoke  most  interestingly  of  how  God 
had  led  them  through  the  years  over  many  wind- 
ing ways,  difficult  paths,  and  around  numerous 
pitfalls  up  to  the  present  time.  He  helped  them 
up  when  they  fell,  loved  them  when  they  were 
not  lovely,  and  never  forsook  them  when  their 
faith  grew  weak  and  faltering.  Their  words  could 
not  express  the  praise  in  their  hearts  for  his  won- 
derful care  and  leading.  Today  they  live  in  faith 
triumphant  abounding  in  the  love  and  conscious- 
ness of  Christ's  joyous  and  abiding  presence.  It 
did  our  hearts  good  to  hear  their  stories,  as  well  as 
to  have  the  fine  fellowship  those  little  meetings 
afforded.  We  missionaries  thought  that  you  folks 
in  the  homeland  might  enjoy  reading  some  of  the 
things  they  said  so  we  asked  three  of  them  to 
write  out  in  Chinese  the  main  things  they  told  the 
group.  We  have  attempted  to  translate  their 
manuscripts  into  English,  hoping  that  their  expe- 
riences may  be  a  blessing  to  you  who  may  read 
them. 

We  feel  definitely  that  the  Lord  is  using  these 
get-together  meetings  to  strengthen  each  of  our 
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lives.  Some  of  them  are  students  using  these  days 
to  receive  training  for  future  service,  possibly  to 
be  among  the  leaders  when  we  return  for  fur- 
ther work  in  Shansi.  A  few  are  engaged  in  excel- 
lent types  of  Christian  service  here  in  the  city 
with  other  mission  and  Christian  institutions.  You 
might  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  students 
here  and  in  other  schools  are  reported  to  be 
among  the  very  best  in  the  several  schools  by  the 
school  authorities.  This  makes  you  feel  good,  I 
am  sure,  as  it  does  us  out  here. 

A  missionary  who  was  imprisoned  and  tortured 
for  seven  months  was  asked  to  speak  to  the  group 
June  8.  This  man  has  a  wonderful  testimony  of 
how  the  Lord  took  care  of  him  under  most  trying 
times  of  great  suffering,  relieving  some  of  the 
worst  pain,  giving  him  grace  to  love  his  torturers 
to  the  end,  and  strength  to  refrain  from  uttering 
even  a  groan  or  sigh  while  enduring  intense  suf- 
fering. We  are  sure  his  witness  will  be  most  help- 
ful and  inspiring. 

Whether  or  not  these  informal  meetings  can  be 
continued  in  the  quiet  and  homelike  atmosphere 
after  the  June  meeting  we  do  not  know.  The  big 
house  in  which  these  meetings  are  held  was  rented 
in  January  when  there  were  many  of  us  here  to 
fill  it.  With  Velma  Ober  leaving  for  furlough  on- 
ly two  will  be  left.  They  decided  it  is  too  big  for 
them  and  expenses  too  heavy,  hence  plan  to  va- 
cate it  for  a  smaller  place  if  one  can  be  found 
which  is  suitable.  There  will  be  a  way,  we  feel 
sure,  for  good  fellowship  even  if  in  smaller  quar- 
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ters.    Pray  that  this  little  flock  may  grow  in  grace 
and  love  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Peiping,  China. 


My  Life's  Way 

BY  F.  Y.  HOU 

Translated  by  Minor  M.   Myers 

Mr.  Hou  has  grown  from  the  very  bottom  in  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  work  here  in  Peiping  up  to  very  responsible 
work.  He  is  keenly  religious  and  is  constantly  wit- 
ness-bearing, and  he  preaches  on  occasions.  He  is 
a  very  wholesome,  likeable  man  and  has  a  fine  wife. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  Way."  Because  of  this  we 
know  and  have  Jesus,  and  he  has  been  my  way  of 
life.  But  here  I  want  to  speak  of  the  road  over 
which  my  life  has  traveled  and  the  way  it  has  de- 
veloped, through  vicissitudes  and  difficulties.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  telling  of  these  past  experi- 
ences will  benefit  others  or  not,  but  for  me  it  has 
been  a  way  of  life  filled  with  encouragement  and 
stimuli  to  press  on.  As  man  looks  at  things,  my 
life  was  as  useless  as  chaff;  but  as  our  crucified 
Christ  looks  at  things  it  was  a  precious  vessel  in 
the  potter's  hands.  Why  do  I  think  so?  I  shall 
attempt  to  tell  why. 

1.  Home  Conditions — I  was  born  thirty-five 
years  ago  in  a  very  backward  and  isolated  village 
at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  in  Hopei.  My  parents 
were  small  farmers  who  could  barely  eke  a  living 
from  the  little  land  they  possessed;  having,  as  the 
Chinese  saying  goes,  hardly  enough  food  in  the 
house  for  the  next  day.  As  for  education,  that  did 
not  enter  their  minds  at  first.  Only  those  with 
some  means  indulged  in  helping  their  children  go 
to  school.  My  parents  were  rather  fatalistic  in 
their  early  married  life,  just  took  what  heaven 
sent,  though  they  continued  to  struggle  on. 

2.  God's  Preparation — When  I  was  four  years 
of  age  my  father  heard  the  gospel  preached  by  a 
warm-hearted  Chinese  evangelist.  It  greatly  in- 
terested him  and  within  six  or  eight  months  he 
burned  all  the  articles  used  in  connection  with 
idol  worship  in  my  home,  much  against  the  wishes 
and  strong  protests  of  my  mother.  His  faith  grew 
and  deepened  day  by  day.  My  mother  not  only 
did  not  share  his  faith  but  severely  persecuted 
him.  As  I  grew  older  I  went  with  my  father  to 
church  every  Sunday,  five  miles  away.  With  fa- 
ther worshiping  the  true  God  and  mother  wor- 
shiping idols  I  hardly  knew  how  to  be  a  dutiful 
son.  Fortunately  God  prepared  the  way.  Miss 
Weir,  a  missionary  of  Shunte,  often  did  itinerat- 
ing evangelistic  work  in  our  section  of  the  coun- 
try. She  loved  God  and  man.  One  day  she  came 
to  my  home,  and  putting  her  hand  on  my  head 
said,  "My  boy,  God  loves  you  and  I  do,  too.    I  will 


give  you  a  Bible  name,  Samuel.  I  want  you  to 
quietly  hear  the  voice  of  God  and  become  his  good 
boy."  That  was  when  I  was  about  seven,  and  it 
made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  upon  me. 

3.  School  Life — In  my  village  of  about  two  hun- 
dred homes  there  were  two  very  small  primary 
schools  with  pupils  largely  from  the  wealthier 
families.  Even  though  my  father  was  poor  he  had 
by  the  time  I  was  ready  for  school  decided  that  I 
should  have  opportunity  to  study.  His  ideas  on 
education  changed  favorably  because  he  had  as- 
sociated with  Christians.  I  went  to  school  parts  of 
two  years,  but  read  only  about  five  months  of  a 
course.  Farmer  boys  of  villages  needed  to  help 
with  the  work.  Thanks  be  to  God,  for  during  these 
times  amid  fears  and  difficulties,  he  helped  me  to 
press  on.  He  opened  the  way  for  me  to  go  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  mission  school  at  Liao 
Chow,  Shansi.  Expenses  there  were  only  $20  per 
year  in  comparison  with  $100  at  some  other  places 
— which  was  the  deciding  factor  in  my  case. 

Norman  A.  Seese  and  Samuel  Bowman  were  the 
principals  successively  while  I  studied  at  Liao. 
They  offered  student  help  work  such  as  sweeping 
the  rooms  and  halls,  dusting  the  tables  and  desks. 
I  secured  one  of  these  jobs  which  paid  me  thirty 
coppers  each  month.  Having  a  strong  body  I  was 
able  to  improve  in  my  class  work  along  with  do- 
ing this  labor,  even  to  leading  my  class  most  of 
the  time.  In  my  latter  years  there  Principal  Bow- 
man often  gave  me  extra  work  in  his  office  to  do. 
During  summer  vacations  I  went  back  across  the 
mountains  to  my  home  and  helped  father  on  his 


A  Prayer  for  the  Church 

BY  LLOYD  CUNNINGHAM,  M.D. 

We  do  pray  that  our  God  may  guide  the 
church  in  her  decisions  this  year  and  especially 
that  we  may  all  face  the  responsibility  that  is 
ours  and  take  our  part,  whether  it  be  great  or 
small,  in  establishing  order  and  goodwill  after 
the  present  chaos.  We  are  especially  anxious 
that  the  present  conditions  do  not  dampen  the 
church's  enthusiasm  for  missions  in  general  and 
for  those  in  China  in  particular.  We  are  con- 
vinced, even  before  we  can  thoroughly  master 
the  language,  that  China  is  going  to  need  and 
welcome  Christian  missionaries  even  more  than 
ever  before.  While  I  still  believe  that  we  will 
get  back  to  Shansi  in  due  time,  yet  should  we 
not,  we  must  remember  that  China  is  far  more 
than  the  province  of  Shansi.  Of  course  we 
know  that  the  home  church  will  be  deeply  con- 
scious of  China  and  our  Chinese  co-workers 
this  year. 

Baguio,  Philippine  Islands. 
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Reader's  left  to  right:  Clara  Li  and  Donald  and  Bobby  Parker; 
Ellen,   Lloyd  and  Larry  Cunningham;    Susie   Thomas. 

farm.  This  manual  labor  was  exceedingly  valu- 
able experience,  for  it  helped  me  to  appreciate 
and  respect  those  who  labor  with  their  hands. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  I  was  baptized  at  Liao 
by  R.  C.  Flory,  after  which  time  the  Lord  gave  me 
his  light  and  benediction.  I  determined  to  be- 
come a  devoted  God-fearing  follower  of  Jesus 
who  serves  his  fellow  man.  Liao  was  a  good  place 
for  a  young  student  to  start  off  in  life.  On  every 
side  there  was  beautiful  mountain  scenery  of 
ridges  and  ravines  with  rivers  and  stream  beds 
winding  their  way  down  towards  the  great  rivers 
and  sea.  The  people  were  very  friendly  and  the 
standard  of  living  there  was  simple.  There  was 
nothing  of  the  glamour  of  the  big  city  to  distract 
the  attention  of  the  students  from  the  great  world 
of  nature  and  simplicity  of  living. 

4.  Mother's  Encouragement — I  was  born  to  a 
mother  who  worked  hard  and  had  great  anguish 
of  soul  longing  for  a  son,  much  as  Samuel  was 
born  to  Hannah.  Naturally  I  was  very  precious  to 
her.  As  I  grew  up  she  toiled  early  and  late  and 
saved  every  copper  that  her  boy  might  have  a 
good  future.  She  loved  me  and  my  younger  sis- 
ters dearly  and  at  the  same  time  disciplined  us 
strictly. 

While  I  was  in  school  at  Liao  she  gave  her  heart 
to  God,  which  was  a  great  joy  to  my  father  and  a 
wonderful  blessing  to  me.  One  summer  vacation 
while  at  home  I  happily  and  enthusiastically  told 
her  about  school  life,  the  work,  the  play,  the 
friendly  people  and  beautiful  surroundings  there 
and  of  the  good  grades  I  had  made.  Because  of 
my  good  report,  high  spirits,  and  her  great  love 
for  me  she  gave  much  encouragement.  She  took 
my  hand  in  hers,  and  looking  me  straight  in  the 


eyes,  said,  "My  son,  you  know  the  hard  labor  of 
your  parents.  I  hope  you  will  be  encouraged  to 
look  after  your  own  living.  The  Lord  has  called 
you.  You  want  to  help  others.  At  home  be  a 
good  boy  and  in  society  be  a  trustworthy,  useful 
citizen."  When  mother  was  saying  this  to  me  her 
countenance  was  full  of  happiness  and  tears  of 
joy  ran  down  her  cheeks.  That  picture  has 
spurred  me  on  through  the  years  and  is  one  that 
I  shall  never  forget  as  long  as  I  live.  Thank  God 
for  my  mother. 

5.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Work— The  Bible  says,  "Ye  did 
not  choose  me,  but  I  chose  you."  This  is  very  true. 
In  1924  through  the  introduction  of  a  friend,  I 
came  to  Peking  to  study  nursing.  I  never  thought 
of  God  leading  me  to  work  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In- 
stead  of  studying  nursing   a   former   teacher  of 

Hazel  Rothrock  Sent  the  Little  Gospels 

Every  year  a  little  souvenir  is  sent  to  each  Junior 
group  that  sends  in  a  gift  of  money  or  handwork  in  be- 
half of  the  children  about  whom  they  have  been  study- 
ing. During  this  present  year  the  children  of  the 
church  have  been  studying  about  China  and  reading  the 
splendid  book,  Bright  Sky  Tomorrow,  and  sending  in 
their  gifts  to  the  General  Mission  Board.  In  return  a 
nice  little  gospel  portion  printed  in  Chinese  characters 
was  sent  to  each  Junior  group  that  sent  in  an  offering 
designated  for  the  children  of  China. 

The  Juniors  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  Sister  Hazel 
Rothrock  of  Peking,  China,  sent  all  of  these  little  books 
to  the  Mission  Board  office.  Since  she  took  upon  herself 
the  responsibility  of  sending  these  attractive  booklets, 
the  Juniors  will  want  to  express  their  thanks  to  her. 
As  she  mailed  the  parcels  from  China,  in  her  letter  she 
wrote:  "These  Chinese  gospels  are  something  which  I 
think  the  American  children  will  appreciate  a  great 
deal.  I  hope  they  will  like  them."  Her  hope  has  cer- 
tainly been  answered  because  everyone  who  sees  the 
booklets  containing  the  gospel  stories  of  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  John  and  Acts  thinks  they  make  very  fine 
souvenirs. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  30,  1941 


Liao  recommended  me  for  work  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
I  was  very  diligent,  using  every  opportunity  to 
improve  in  my  work  and  gain  an  education.  Over 
the  years  I  was  advanced  from  time  to  time  and 
given  leave  to  continue  school  work.  The  keen 
religious  interest  the  Association  took  in  the  lives 
and  character  development  of  young  men  was 
most  interesting  and  appealing  to  me.  It  is  much 
like  public  health  work,  trying  to  keep  people 
from  getting  sick.  Because  this  work  was  so 
wholesome  and  fascinating,  and  dealing  with  peo- 
ple, really  God's  work,  I  felt  like  dedicating  my 
life  to  it. 

6.  My  Wife — I  cannot  but  pay  tribute  to  my 
good  wife.  The  Bible  says  that  it  is  not  good 
that  a  man  be  alone.  Here  in  China  it  is  expected 
that  every  man  and  every  woman  marry.  Ac- 
cording to  the  custom  in  our  society  I  was  intro- 
duced to  my  future  wife,  in  1930,  by  a  friend,  and 
we  were  married  in  1931.  She  was  not  a  Chris- 
tian at  marriage  but  has  become  one  these  recent 
years.  And  I  thank  God  for  her  love  and  sacrifice 
for  me.  Our  great  sorrow  is  that  we  have  not 
been  blessed  with  those  wonderful  gifts  of  some 
homes  yet,  but  both  we  and  our  parents  hope  for 
the  fuller  joys  of  parenthood. 

7.  My  Thanks — Heaven  and  earth  reveal  the 
love  of  God  and  all  his  creation  should  praise  him 
and  eternally  show  forth  his  countenance.  If  I 
can  speak  or  sing,  I  too,  must  praise  the  Lord.  All 
that  I  am  and  have  received  has  come  from 
him,  for  I  came  into  this  world  naked  and  empty- 
handed.  I  want  to  thank  God  for:  my  mother, 
now  eighty,  well  and  strong,  happy  and  contented 
even  in  these  times  of  trouble  and  confusion;  for 
the  educational  advantages  I  have  had,  through 
the  grace  of  God,  which  are  nearly  as  many  as  I 
had  hoped  for — however,  I  am  pressing  on;  for 
God's  leading  in  my  life  over  winding  ways  to  the 
work  I  am  now  engaged  in,  though  I  had  never 
decided  when  young  just  what  my  life's  work 
should  be.  When  coming  to  Peking  I  was  a  back- 
ward country  boy  with  few  friends  or  relatives, 
but  God  has  led  me  to  a  work  in  which  I  now  have 
many,  many  friends. 

8.  My  Hope — My  highest  hope  is  that  God  will 
give  me  the  Spirit  of  wisdom,  Christlike  love  for 
fellow  man  so  that  I  can  carry  larger  responsibili- 
ties and  become  a  fisher  of  men.  In  this  I  give 
God  the  glory.  I  also  hope  that  God  will  be  in  me 
a  living  spring  of  never  failing  water.  I  shall 
close  with  the  fitting  words  of  Paul:  "My  grace 
is  sufficient  for  thee;  for  my  power  is  made  per- 
fect in  weakness." 

Peiping.  China. 


My  Life  and  God's  Leading 

BY  M.  L.  YANG 

Translated  by  Minor  M.  Myers 

Mr.  Yang  has  been  helping  us  Taiyuan  folk  with 
language  and  study  in  Chinese.  Later  he  came  to 
work  with  us  here  in  Peiping.  Although  young  in 
Christian  life,  he  is  a  very  high  type  man  who  is 
growing  in  Christian  knowledge  and  experience. 

My  missionary  friends  want  me  to  write  briefly 
a  few  things  I  said  at  our  fellowship  meeting  the 
other  week  to  be  translated  into  English  for 
friends  in  America  to  read.  I  have  added  a  little 
that  I  failed  to  say  when  we  were  together.  This 
may  not  be  of  interest  to  many,  but  if  it  encour- 
ages even  one  in  the  Christian  way  of  life,  I  shall 
be  more  than  glad. 

My  forebears  were  not  Christians,  but  father 
and  mother  had  learned  many  of  the  wise  sayings 
of  Confucius  and  other  sages  of  my  people.  They 
diligently  taught  them  to  me  as  I  grew  up,  and 
this  teaching  served  as  an  excellent  ethical  basis 
for  my  life.  Because  of  this  home  training  and 
what  I  learned  in  school  I  never  developed  very 
bad  habits/  nor  went  to  excess  in  evil  doings.  But 
I  was  extremely  quick-tempered  and  on  seeing 
wrong  inflicted  on  or  injustice  dealt  out  to  people, 
whether  it  pertained  to  others  or  to  myself,  I  burst 
forth  in  angry  condemnation  of  it.  It  made  little 
difference  whether  the  persons  involved  were  of 
high  or  low  rank.  As  I  look  back  on  those  occa- 
sions and  my  temper,  I  see  that  many  times  I  was 
wrong.  Perhaps  we  can  call  it  the  spirit  of  a 
young  man.  My  uncontrolled  temper  was  one  of 
the  great  obstacles  that  I  had  to  contend  with 
through  the  years. 

Being  physically  quite  strong,  when  I  graduated 
from  high  school  my  great  hope  was  to  enter  a 
military  college  and  become  an  army  officer;  but 
many  hindrances  blocked  the  way  and  kept  me 
from  realizing  my  hope.  There  was  no  other  way 
but  for  me  to  enter  law  college.  I  still  cherished 
the  hope  of  a  military  career,  after  graduating  in 
law,  but  I  never  thought  about  the  fact  that  God 
plans  things  also.  Two  years  before  completing 
the  law  course  I  contracted  a  very  severe  eye  trou- 
ble. This  left  me  with  an  injured  and  disfigured 
eye  which  outwardly  disqualified  me  for  military 
service. 

After  graduation  I  was  fortunate  to  find  civil 
service  employment  with  General  Feng  Yu 
Hsiang's  army,  and  there  had  opportunity  to  hear 
the  gospel  preached  and  to  attend  worship  serv- 
ices, for  the  general  was  very  active  in  promoting 
Christianity.  During  this  time  I  was  greatly  in- 
fluenced towards  the  Christian  way  of  life.  Then 
later  I  became  engaged  in  the  law  profession  and 
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was  appointed  judge  of  a  hsien  (county)  court  in 
my  home  province  of  Shansi.  There  were  mis- 
sionaries and  a  church  at  the  place  of  my  first  ap- 
pointment. At  Sunday  services  one  Sunday  I 
asked  the  missionary  if  he  would  teach  me  the 
Bible  in  English.  I  had  two  purposes  in  mind: 
one  to  improve  my  English  and  the  other  to  learn 
more  about  the  gospel  teaching.  This  good  mis- 
sionary expressed  great  willingness  to  help  me 
and  so  for  several  months  I  studied  the  Bible  with 
him  two  or  three  times  each  week.  I  became 
much  more  interested  in  the  Christian  religion 
than  before,  though  for  various  reasons  I  had  few 
opportunities  to  attend  church  services. 

When  north  China  was  invaded  in  1937  I  was 
living  within  the  occupied  territory.  During  those 
trying  times  the  temper  of  my  youth  returned 
and  I  determined  not  to  work  for  the  new  regime. 
Not  being  rich,  and  therefore  without  income 
enough  to  support  my  family — mother,  wife  and 
six  daughters — how  could  I  keep  them  from  starv- 
ing? I  did  own  a  house  to  live  in,  but  I  could 
rent  only  a  little  of  it.  I  decided  to  take  what 
comes  or  become  a  "poor  bone."  Now  "poor  bone" 


Above,  reader's  left  to  right:  An  ancestral  tablet 
to  which  the  family  still  bows  in  worship;  temple 
ruined  by  the  invaders;  brother  of  Clara  Li,  Mrs. 
Li,  Hazel  Rothrock,  Clara  Li,  fiance  of  Clara  Li;  one 
of  the  women  in  the  Bible  school  before  it  closed 
and  her  two  children;  below,  the  Show  Yang  church 
in  which  services  are  still  held;  campus  of  Yenching 
University,  where  a  few  of  our  Christians  have 
graduated.     Forest  Eisenbise  in  the  foreground. 


means  natural  talent  or  ability  to  take  what  heav- 
en sends,  whether  food  or  hunger. 

Several  very  close  friends  anxiously  asked  me, 
"How  long  will  you  wait  before  you  begin  work?" 

I  replied,  "Not  during  these  days." 

They  asked,  "For  what  reason?" 

I  said,  "Because  when  I  was  young  I  was  im- 
pressed by  what  Mencius  said,  'A  man  should  not 
let  riches  and  honor  cause  him  to  become  dissi- 
pated, poverty  and  mean  condition  cause  him  to 
swerve  from  principle,  power  and  force  cause  him 
to  bend — these  are  characteristics  of  the  great 
man.'    These  words  are  very  important  for  us  to 
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keep  in  mind  if  we  are  really  to  be  citizens  of  a 
republic." 

On  hearing  my  reason  and  seeing  my  deter- 
mination, my  friends  ceased  to  persuade  me;  and 
on  the  contrary,  offered  to  loan  me  money  to  live 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  July  contributions  for  the  Con- 
ference Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies  in 
the  budget  totaled  $9,944.02  and  the  total  received  for 
the  year  beginning  March  1,  1941.  was  $81,626.01.  Con- 
tributions for  the  Brethren  Service  totaled  $11,070.94  for 
the  month  and  the  total  received  for  the  year  was  $59,- 

946.74.     Detail  as  follows: 

Receipts  Total  receipts 

for  July  since  3-1-41 

World-wide    Missions     $  1,567.00  $  10,142.24 

Women's   Work   Project    380.77  3,352.14 

Home   Missions    171.46  274.19 

Foreign    Missions    288.79  1,473.14 

Junior    League    Project    164.19  394.35 

Intermediate    Project     6.00  14.00 

India    Mission     145.01  403.46 

India  Native  Worker    6.00  409.50 

India   Boarding   School    5.87  148.16 

India    Share   Plan    217.50  733.15 

India    Missionary    Supports    1,959.44  8,624.17 

India   Special   Projects    100.00  200.00 

China     Mission     164.09  480.37 

China   Native  Worker    148.65 

China    Boys'    School    5.00 

China    Share    Plan     6.25  286.65 

China    Missionary    Supports    672.85  5,246.30 

South  China  Mission    29.80 

Sweden    Mission     98.43 

Sweden   Missionary   Supports    151.13  544.53 

Denmark    Mission    7.50 

Africa    Missionary    Supports    953.91  3,196.29 

Africa    Mission    300.73  1,722.95 

Africa    Share    Plan    50.00  258.77 

Africa     Leper     6.51  81.81 

Conference    Budget    Undesignated    2,072.64  38,676.85 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for — 

Board   of   Christian   Education    54.51  2,802.27 

General  Ministerial   Board    10.57 

General    Education    Board    73.77 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Elgin)  55.79  210.10 
Bethany   Biblical  Seminary 

(at   Chicago)    54.75  173.75 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 

Fund      13.32  55.18 

Conference   Budget   Share    Plan    58.50 

Youth    Serves     375.51  1,289.47 

$  9,944.02  $  81,626.01 

For  Brethren   Service — 

Brethren    Service    Certificates    1,935.00  11,535.00 

Brethren  Service  Fund   4,004.36  20,072.37 

China    War    Relief     256.94  1,304.42 

Civilian   Public   Service    3,965.29  23,687.80 

European    Relief     73.00  315.24 

Finnish    Relief     5.00 

General    Relief    833.85  2,972.91 

Michigan   Work    Camp    2.00 

Refugee     Fund      2.50  52.00 

$11,070.94  $  59,946.74 

Grand   total  all  contributions    $21,014.96  $141,572.75 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  July  31, 
1941: 

Income  since  March   1,   1941    $58,275.55 

Income  same  period   last   year    60,333.71 

Expense  since  March   1,   1941    68,070.87 

Expense  same  period  last  year    66,153.08 

Mission   deficit  July   31,   1941    1,188.96 

Mission   surplus  June  30,   1941    7,113.15 

Decrease  in  receipts,  eliminating  surplus,  July,  1941   8,302.11 


on.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  during  these  years  of 
living  on  borrowed  money,  in  part,  my  family  and 
I  have  learned  to  eat  very  poor  food  and  endure 
many  hardships.  The  past  two  years  I  have  been 
helping  some  of  the  missionaries  with  their  lan- 
guage study. 

While  living  at  home  in  Taiyuan,  a  good  friend 
invited  me  to  attend  services  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  mission  one  Sunday.  Being  without 
work,  I  had  plenty  of  time  on  my  hands,  so  I  ac- 
cepted his  invitation.  Pastor  Chang's  messages 
interested  me  and  I  enjoyed  the  other  parts  of  the 
service.  My  family  and  I  soon  became  regular 
attendants.  We  joined  special  Bible  classes  and 
later  on  my  wife,  two  eldest  daughters  and  myself 
were  baptized.  Now,  we  have  a  Christian  home 
where  Bible  reading  and  prayer  are  a  part  of  our 
daily  spiritual  food.  I  thank  God  for  these  past 
few  years  which  made  it  possible  for  me  to  know 
him  better,  and  with  my  family  to  become  his  un- 
worthy child.  Both  the  Bible  and  sayings  of 
China's  wise  men  tell  us  to  practice  what  we  know 
and  learn,  so  I  am  trying  to  live  each  day  the 
Christian  way  of  life.  I  praise  God  for  his  grace 
and  love,  and,  for  the  progress  in  Christian  living 
he  has  made  possible  for  me. 

Who  would  have  thought  that  it  would  have  be- 
come necessary  for  my  missionary  friends  to  leave 
Taiyuan?  Nevertheless  our  church  there  has  a 
Chinese  pastor  to  carry  on  gospel  preaching  and 
I  am  glad  for  the  good  work  he  and  others  are  do- 
ing. But  it  made  our  hearts  ache  and  sad  to  have 
the  missionaries  leave.  Ah!  is  it  not  much  like  a 
shepherd  being  obliged  to  leave  his  flock,  or  a 
mother  leaving  her  child?  Writing  to  this  point 
I  feel  like  putting  down  my  pen  and  sighing,  and 
not  writing  further.  Perhaps  I  should  add  an- 
other line.  My  whole  family  all  pray  for  the 
church,  hoping  that  all  may  return  to  the  work 
soon,  as  we  were  formerly.  Especially  do  we  hope 
that  Mrs.  Myers  and  Miss  Shock  can  return  from 
America  before  long,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Peiping,  China. 


At  Work  in  Peking 

BY  V.   GRACE   CLAPPER 

I  am  teaching  in  the  Union  Bible  Training  In- 
stitute for  Women  which  is  located  in  the  Amer- 
ican Board  Mission  compound.  I  teach  eleven 
hours  per  week  in  this  school  and  also  two  hours 
English  in  the  senior  high  here  in  the  Methodist 
compound.  My  courses  in  the  institute  take  quite 
a  lot  of  preparation  so  I  am  kept  real  busy.  This 
work  is  not  so  simple  and  primitive  as  our  work  in 
Shansi,  but  I  feel  it  is  a  wonderful  opportunity 
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and  more  far-reaching  perhaps  than  our  work 
there,  only  I  wish  it  were  there  instead  of  here. 
Hazel  Rothrock  is  working  on  her  third  year  lan- 
guage work  and  is  also  teaching  twelve  hours  of 
English  in  junior  high  here  in  the  M.  E.  mission 
school. 

We  find  our  folks  are  very  glad  that  M.  M. 
Myers,  Hazel  Rothrock  and  I  are  here.  We  have 
quite  a  few  opportunities  for  giving  advice  and 
helping  to  make  decisions,  even  at  long  range. 
We  also  have  a  number  of  students  in  the  various 
schools  here  at  the  coast  with  whom  we  are  in 
constant  touch,  and  we  try  to  help  them  with  their 
problems.  On  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  each 
month,  they  all  gather  with  us  in  our  spacious  liv- 
ing room  where  we  have  a  lap  supper,  sing  some 
hymns  and  have  a  devotional  service,  remember- 
ing in  a  special  way  our  work  and  the  workers  we 
have  left  behind. 

One  of  our  young  men  who  was  our  main  evan- 
gelist at  my  station  accepted  a  position  offered 
him  by  the  Presbyterian  Mission  here,  as  evan- 
gelist in  their  country  field,  so  his  father  decided 
to  move  to  the  son's  home  where  he  and  his  wife 
will  live  with  the  young  man's  wife  and  children. 
It  seems  to  be  quite  a  satisfactory  arrangement, 
and  I  think  both  families  will  profit  by  the  change. 
The  young  man  dropped  in  to  see  us  this  week  and 
told  us  about  the  arrangement.  We  have  had  sev- 
eral surprises  like  this  which  keep  us  informed 
since  correspondence  is  taboo.  I  still  have  great 
hopes  for  the  church  because  so  much  blood  has 
been  spilled  there.  It  has  certainly  been  bought 
with  a  price. 

Our  people  are  happy  to  know  that  we  are  not 
too  far  away.  It  is  our  hope  and  prayer  that  this 
critical  period  may  soon  pass  over  and  that  we 
may  get  back  to  our  work  and  workers.  Nothing 
is  "too  hard  for  the  Lord"  and  we  sincerely  be- 
lieve that  this  trial  of  their  faith  and  ours  will  re- 
sult in  a  great  spiritual  revival  in  the  church. 
Pray  with  us  that  this  may  be  true. 

Peking,  China. 


My  Personal  Testimony 

BY  CHANG  HSIU  CHEN 
Translated   by   Grace  Clapper 

Mrs.  Chang  was  a  student  in  the  theological  col- 
lege here  in  Peiping  this  past  year.  She  was  formerly 
teaching  under  Mrs.  Crumpacker's  direction  in  the 
Ping  Ting  Women's  Bible  School.  She  is  capable 
and  promising. 

My  home  is  in  the  beautiful  mountainous  region 
of  Shansi,  where  many  of  the  people  live  in  moun- 
tain cave  villages.  It  is  in  the  city  of  Ping  Ting 
'Chow,  and  my  parents  as  well  as  my  husband's 


parents  are  Christians.  My  mother  died  when  I 
was  four  years  old,  and  I  lived  with  my  grand- 
mother until  I  was  eleven  when  I  went  back  to 
my  home  to  live  with  my  father  and  stepmother. 
I  attended  the  mission  school  and  was  baptized 
that  same  year.  I  was  married  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty and  lived  in  the  home  of  my  husband's  parents, 
where  there  were  three  daughters  and  one  son,  all 
younger  than  my  husband.  Soon  after  our  mar- 
riage my  husband  went  to  Cheeloo  Bible  School 
in  Shantung,  and  I  came  to  Peking  to  attend  Bible 
school.  After  having  been  graduated  from  the 
three-year  Bible  training  course,  I  returned  to 
Ping  Ting  to  teach  in  the  Women's  Bible  School. 

In  the  autumn  of  1937  great  changes  were  made 
in  my  home  as  in  many  other  homes  in  Shansi. 
When  the  Japanese  came  in,  my  home  was  broken 
up  and  its  inmates  scattered  to  the  four  winds. 
My  father-in-law  was  preaching  the  gospel  in 
southern  Shansi,  and  my  husband  had  already 
fled  to  the  Province  of  Kansu  at  the  time  of  the 
occupation,  where  he  held  a  teaching  position,  but 
because  we  were  now  on  opposite  "sides  of  the 
fence"  (Chinese  and  Japanese) ,  and  a  "great  gulf 
fixed  between  us"  over  which  money  could  not  be 
passed,  he  was  unable  to  help  in  the  support  of 
the  family.  My  mother-in-law,  with  my  husband's 
three  younger  sisters,  fled  to  southern  Shansi, 
where  my  father-in-law  was  working,  and  where 
the  oldest  sister  died  in  a  very  short  time.  My 
husband's  younger  brother  also  fled  from  the  oc- 
cupied territory  like  many  other  patriotic  youths, 
and  we  have  not  heard  from  him  to  this  day.  So 
I  alone  was  left  at  Ping  Ting,  with  my  six-year- 
old  son,  Henry.  I  was  lucky  to  have  a  position  in 
the  Bible  school  at  Ping  Ting,  otherwise  I  would 
have  had  no  means  of  supporting  myself  and  my 
boy. 

In  the  winter  of  1938  I  felt  that  God  was  leading 
me  to  continue  my  school  work  in  order  that  I 
might  be  prepared  for  more  efficient  service,  but 
there  were  all  sorts  of  difficulties,  chief  of  which 
were  my  financial  support  and  the  care  of  Henry. 
I  prayed  very  earnestly  for  guidance  and  help  in 
these  matters,  and  in  a  short  time  Mrs.  Crum- 
packer  mentioned  to  me  the  matter  of  continuing 
my  school  work,  and  promised  to  find  a  way  to 
help  me  financially.  I  was  very  happy  and 
praised  God  for  this  answer  to  my  prayer,  but 
there  still  remained  the  problem  of  taking  care  of 
Henry,  so  I  continued  to  pray  for  help  in  this  mat- 
ter. This  prayer  was  soon  answered  in  the  return 
of  my  mother-in-law  from  southern  Shansi.  My 
prayer  was  answered,  but  what  a  sad  story  she 
had  to  tell!  The  story  of  the  death  of  my  oldest 
sister-in-law,  and  the  mysterious  disappearance  of 
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the  two  younger  ones!  We  still  know  nothing  of 
their  whereabouts.  My  mother  was  sad  and  lone- 
ly. She  wanted  to  see  me  and  Henry,  and  her 
eyes  also  needed  treatment,  so  she  returned  to 
Ping  Ting,  and  my  problem  of  Henry's  care  was 
solved. 

In  July  of  that  year  more  and  greater  difficul- 
ties seemed  to  block  my  way.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  Mission  at  Ping  Ting  seemed  to  be 
marked  for  a  period  of  persecution,  when  a  score 
or  more  of  Christians,  evangelists,  doctors,  nurses, 
teachers,  and  students,  were  taken  by  the  Japa- 
nese, and  held  in  prison  for  a  month.  At  that  time 
we  could  do  nothing  but  pray;  but  praise  the  Lord, 
after  a  month's  time,  they  were  gradually  re- 
leased by  two's  and  three's  until  all  were  set  free. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  August,  1940, 
due  to  effective,  organized  resistance  on  the  part  of 
the  Chinese  army,  the  railroads  were  cut  and  all 
trains  stopped  for  more  than  five  weeks,  after 
which  time  they  were  again  running  according  to 
schedule.  By  October  it  seemed  as  if  everything 
was  in  readiness  for  me  to  leave  for  Peking  to  en- 
ter Bible  school — the  trains  were  running,  the  city 
gates  were  open,  the  money  for  my  expenses  was 
in  hand,  and  I,  with  other  Christian  students,  was 
just  about  ready  to  leave,  when  another  great  sor- 
row forced  itself  upon  me!  My  mother-in-law  led 
my  little  boy  out  for  a  walk,  when  suddenly  with- 
out reason  and  without  warning  they  were  taken 
by  Japanese  officers.  After  one  hour  my  boy  was 
brought  back,  but  my  mother,  together  with  other 
prisoners,  was  put  into  a  car  and  taken  to  the 
town  of  Yang  Chuan  five  miles  away.  I  prayed 
and  wept  till  I  had  no  more  tears.  The  other  stu- 
dents were  ready  to  leave  and  it  was  time  to  be 
going,  but  I  was  bound  by  these  sad  circumstances 
and  could  not  go.  Mrs.  Crumpacker  asked  me  to 
make  my  decision,  but  I  could  not  decide  at  that 
time,  in  which  direction  God  was  leading  me. 
Later  on  I  found  a  friend  who  was  willing  to  take 
care  of  Henry  temporarily,  and  hoping  and  pray- 
ing that  my  mother  would  soon  be  released,  I  de- 
cided that  God  must  be  telling  me  to  go  ahead 
and  carry  out  my  plans.  I'm  sure  everybody  can 
understand  my  bitterness  of  spirit  as  I  entered 
school  in  Peking  at  that  time — my  mother  in  pris- 
on, my  husband  not  heard  from  for  eight  months, 
no  word  from  a  lost  (?)  brother-in-law  and  two 
young  sisters-in-law,  and  my  little  child  in  the 
care  of  a  friend!  My  body  was  in  Peking  Bible 
School,  but  my  heart  and  spirit  were  back  in 
Shansi  and  scattered  like  my  scattered  family! 

After  two  weeks  a  letter  came  from  my  hus- 
band, but  it  contained  little  cheer  for  my  sad 
heart.    He  told  me  that  during  these  eight  months 


he  too  had  gone  through  "deep  waters."  In  the 
spring  of  1940  he  had  attempted  to  return  home, 
traveling  by  bus  from  Kansu  to  Paochihsien, 
Shansi,  where  the  bus  had  suddenly  turned  over, 
wounding  many  people,  and  among  them,  himself. 
He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  head  and  carried 
to  a  hospital  at  that  place,  where  he  was  uncon- 
scious for  twenty-four  hours.  He  remained  in  the 
hospital,  or  in  that  town,  for  three  months,  when 
he  seemed  fully  recovered,  and  upon  hearing  of 
the  trouble  in  Ping  Ting,  he  decided  to  return  to 
Kansu  instead  of  going  on  to  Shansi.  On  the  re- 
turn he  was  met  by  bandits  and  robbed,  but  es- 
caped with  his  life.  He  had  no  work  and  for  three 
months  he  had  to  depend  on  his  friends,  but  later 
found  work  in  a  wool  factory.  At  last  I  had  heard 
from  my  husband,  but  my  burden  was  greater 
than  before,  until  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
friends  at  Ping  Ting  that  brought  good  news — my 
mother  had  been  released  from  prison!  I  was  too 
thankful  for  words,  for  I  feared  she  had  no  hope 
of  keeping  alive.  I  know  God  saved  her.  She  is 
sixty  years  old  and  her  body  is  well  and  strong 
and  she  is  taking  care  of  my  boy  at  home.  If 
nothing  hinders,  I  hope  to  continue  my  school 
work  next  fall.  As  God  has  led  me  in  the  past, 
I'm  sure  he  will  lead  in  the  future,  so  I  cast  all 
my  care  upon  him.  Christian  friends  in  America, 
please  pray  for  me  and  my  family! 
Peiping,  China. 


Some  China  Notes 

BY  MINOR  M.  MYERS 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  was  a  great  shock  to 
our  mission  and  church  work  in  Shansi  when  it 
became  necessary  last  December  for  the  mission- 
aries to  withdraw  to  the  coast;  and  for  a  large 
number,  due  to  approaching  furloughs  and  the 
strained  political  situation,  to  return  to  America. 
Sometimes  a  shock  is  hard  to  recover  from,  and 
again  a  shock  often  stimulates  a  person  or  group. 
We  hope  the  latter  is  what  is  taking  place  in  the 
Chinese  church  in  the  territory  our  mission  has 
been  working.  I  should  say  in  this  connection 
that  I  have  yet  to  hear  the  first  Chinese,  leaders  in 
other  churches  who  are  acquainted  with  the  situa- 
tion, say  that  it  was  unwise  for  us  to  evacuate.  On 
the  other  hand,  several  have  said  it  may  prove  a 
blessing  in  disguise  to  the  Chinese  Christians, 
making  necessary  their  more  complete  reliance 
upon  God  and  their  own  initiative  and  efforts.  It 
is  too  early  yet  to  tell  what  the  effect  will  be  in 
every  place,  but  we  are  glad  for  the  good  news 
coming  from  some  of  the  stations. 

Liao-Tsinchow — Little  news  has  come  out  from 
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Liao  except  that  the  church  is  used  for  other  than 
worship  services,  and  the  other  property  is  un- 
molested. In  one  section  of  the  rural  church  we 
are  confident  that  the  work  is  going  forward  in  a 
healthy  way,  for  this  place  was  depending  very 
little  on  help  from  the  missionary  the  last  years, 
and  was  able  to  carry  on.  Spiritual  leadership 
and  inspiration  are  always  appreciated.  Most  en- 
couraging reports  have  come  from  the  Tsinchow 
area  to  the  effect  that  the  work  was  continuing 
much  as  before,  Bible  classes  and  training  classes 
for  members  were  being  held,  and  members  were 
being  shepherded.  One  or  more  of  the  staff  have 
discontinued  evangelistic  work  directly  and  have 
started  little  businesses  to  make  a  living.  For 
months  funds  for  salaries  did  not  get  to  them.  On 
the  whole  we  are  pleased  with  the  news  from  that 
section. 

Ping  Ting — The  shock  to  which  I  referred  to 
was  heaviest  here,  when  all  the  institutions  of  the 
mission,  schools  and  hospitals,  were  closed  and  the 
missionaries  left.  But  regular  Sunday  services 
have  been  held  each  Sunday  and  with  increasing 
attendance.  Pastor  Yin  spends  part  of  his  time 
there  and  part  at  Show  Yang,  shepherding  the 
flock  and  building  them  up  in  the  Lord.  He  him- 
self had  a  bad  time  the  first  two  months,  but  that 
is  past  now  so  far  as  we  can  see.  One  of  the  work- 
ers in  the  rural  work  returned  to  his  home  in  an- 


other  county,   but   the    others   are   carrying   on. 

Show  Yang — The  tension  has  not  been  great 
here  at  all  the  last  three  years.  The  local  mem- 
bers and  workers  work  and  worship  just  as  they 
did  while  the  missionaries  were  there  except  for 
school,  which  is  closed.  The  church  bell  rings 
each  Sunday  morning  to  call  the  worshipers  to- 
gether and  the  leaders  take  turns  leading  the  serv- 
ice. Sunday  school  is  well  attended.  Of  course 
they  miss  the  school  children  as  that  closed  in 
December.  The  pastor  goes  out  among  the  church- 
es in  the  villages,  and  there  is  a  move  on  to  raise 
some  money  towards  his  support  as  he  is  receiv- 
ing no  salary  from  the  mission  now.  Pastor  Yin's 
help  ought  to  be  valuable. 

Taiyuan — Church  attendance  is  better  now  than 
before  we  left.  A  number  of  the  members  were 
afraid  to  come  to  church  because  of  the  Japanese- 
American  tension,  and  remembering  what  hap- 
pened to  some  of  their  friends  connected  with  the 
English  Baptist  church  the  year  before.  While 
some  of  the  class  work  has  stopped  I  think  the 
pastor  and  members  are  working  hard  to  build  up 
the  church  and  lead  men  and  women  to  Christ. 
As  at  some  other  places,  the  present  member- 
ship does  not  have  many  able  dependable  workers 
of  ability,  but  we  trust  they  will  give  themselves 
wholeheartedly  and  co-operatively  to  the  cause. 

Peking,  China. 


BETHANY  SEMINARY  DAY,  September  14 


The  Church  of  the  Brethren  owns,  controls  and  sup- 
ports Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  for  the  preparing  of 
men  and  women  for  the  ministry,  missionary  service 
and  general  church  work.  Annual  Conference  has  writ- 
ten into  the  Conference  Budget  $26,500  for  Bethany. 
This  money  is  secured  either  by  contributions  desig- 
nated for  the  Seminary  or  taken  from  the  general  Con- 
ference Budget  giving  through  the  year.  Annually,  it 
seems  good  to  have  the  Seminary  emphasized  in  every 
local  congregation  so  that  the  members  are  aware  of  the 
service  rendered  by  this  our  church  school.  Sept.  14  (or 
a  day  more  suitable)  is  designated  as  a  time  when  the 
minister  in  his  sermon  may  emphasize  our  training 
school,  when  a  leaflet  may  be  distributed  and  an  offer- 
ing lifted. 

This  year  President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  has  written  a 
message  entitled  Spiritual  Emphasis  Needed.  While 
the  leaflet  says  nothing  about  the  school,  it  does  set 
forth  the  point  of  view  of  its  president  and  should  be 
read  by  all  our  members.  The  leaflet  and  offering  en- 
velope for  the  occasion  are  available,  without  charge, 
from  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

The  Mission  Board,  acting  as  the  agency  for  the  rais- 
ing of  the  whole  Conference  Budget,  also  receives  the 
offerings  which  are  given  for  Bethany  and  each  month 
during  the  year  pays  over  to  the  Seminary  the  monthly 
portion  of  the  $26,500  authorized  in  the  Conference 
Budget.— H.  S.  M. 


Faculty  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  Bethany  Bible  Train- 
ing School  for  1940-41:  Left  to  right — Dr.  A.  C.  Wieand,  Presi- 
dent Emeritus  and  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature;  Dr.  William  M. 
Beahm,  Professor  of  Christian  Theology  and  Missions;  Professor 
Alvin  Brightbill,  Professor  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  Religion;  Miss 
Carrie  R.  Simmers,  Dean  of  Women;  Dr.  Warren  W.  Slabaugh, 
Professor  of  New  Testament;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Miller,  Librarian;  Pro- 
fessor David  J.  Wieand,  Assistant  Professor  of  Biblical  Literature; 
Professor  Elias  F.  Brightbill,  Instructor  in  Harmony,  Reed  Organ, 
and  Voice;  Dr.  F.  E.  Mallott,  Professor  of  Old  Testament  and 
Church  History;  and  Dr.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  President  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Practical  Theology  and  Christian  Education. 
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The  Pacific  Mission  in  Washington 

BY  MARIE   S.  BRUBAKER 

Very  pleasant  had  been  our  contacts  in  Oregon, 
and  we  were  loathe  to  leave.  But  in  order  to 
spend  most  of  Independence  Day  with  the  mem- 
bers from  Olympia,  Salkum,  Seattle,  Richland  Val- 
ley and  Tacoma,  Wash.,  we  left  Portland  very  ear- 
ly the  morning  of  July  4.  They  had  met  in  a  pri- 
vate park  by  a  lovely  lake  near  Olympia  and  were 
awaiting  our  arrival.  Even  though  we  were  a  bit 
behind  our  schedule,  owing  to  the  holiday  traffic, 
the  morning  meeting  was  held  as  planned.  These 
good  people,  especially  the  members  from  Seattle, 
have  packed,  hauled  and  loaded  onto  ships  tons 
of  clothing  which  the  church  at  large  has  been 
sending  to  China.  In  this  they  have  rendered  real 
service  to  the  needy  people  of  the  world  and  they 
were  very  glad  to  hear  Leland  Brubaker's  morn- 
ing address  on  the  conditions  in  the  Far  East.  Aft- 
er a  very  delicious  picnic  dinner  and  a  short  period 
of  relaxation,  Mark  Schrock  again  called  us  to- 
gether. The  afternoon  was  one  of  mutual  inspira- 
tion as  Ernest  Davis  and  William  Beahm  gave 
helpful  messages.  The  elder,  E.  J.  Michaels  of 
Olympia,  and  the  Lehmans  were  our  hosts  for  the 
night.  Reluctantly  we  left  them  the  next  morn- 
ing. We  wished  very  much  that  the  Michaels 
could  go  right  on  with  us,  for  in  less  than  a  week 
we  expected  to  be  with  the  Canadian  members 
among  whom  their  son,  Harold  Michael,  ministers. 

The  road  to  our  next  appointment  at  Yakima 
kept  us  in  full  view  of  Mt.  Rainier  for  several 
hours.  Its  stateliness  and  majestic  beauty  thrilled 
us.  It  was  with  full  hearts  that  we  left  those 
beautiful  glacier-covered  mountains  with  Rainier 
towering  highest  above  them  all.  We  felt  we 
could  realize  a  little  of  what  the  psalmist  must 
have  had  in  his  heart,  for  we  could  also  say 
surely,  "My  help  cometh  from  Jehovah  who  made 
heaven  and  earth,"  and  "The  firmament  showeth 
his  handiwork." 

In  Yakima,  Bro.  Miles  Blickenstaff  and  his  wife 
minister.  The  afternoon  meeting  to  which  Bro. 
Davis  gave  a  stirring  challenge  to  serve  was  not 
largely  attended  because  of  the  press  of  the  fruit 
harvest.  However,  by  suppertime  many  more  had 
come  in.  While  still  at  the  tables,  Sister  Beahm 
gave  an  informal  report  on  her  work  among  the 
African  women  and  children,  and  the  writer  re- 
sponded to  a  request  to  give  a  brief  story  of  the 
classes  in  Christian  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Elgin,  111.  Whether  children  are  living 
in  Africa  or  in  the  U.  S.  A.,  unless  someone  teach- 
es them  of  Jesus  they  will  be  lost.  In  the  evening 
service  William  Beahm  and  Leland  Brubaker 
spoke.    It  was  a  pleasure  for  the  mission  to  meet 


members  from  Outlook  where  Bro.  Paul  Longe- 
necker  is  pastor,  and  from  Sunnyside  where  Sister 
June  Yearout  is  pastor.  Sister  Yearout  was  away 
for  the  summer  but  Andy  Holderread  and  his  wife 
are  doing  a  fine  work  there  as  summer  pastors. 
The  Yakima  Valley  is  a  fine  fruit  country.  Low 
prices  for  fruit  and  high  cost  of  production  have 
brought  hardship  on  many  of  the  growers.  How- 
ever, we  found  there  the  typical  Western  loyalty 
to  their  particular  locality  and  enthusiasm  to  keep 
the  church  serving. 

Early  the  next  morning  without  disturbing  our 
kind  hosts,  the  Blickenstaffs,  we  left  for  Wenatch- 
ee.  The  distances  in  the  West  between  churches 
are  great,  and  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
needed  to  be  covered  before  Sunday-school  time. 
Thanks  to  the  early  start  and  a  dependable  car, 
we  arrived  in  good  time  and  were  cordially 
greeted  by  the  pastor,  Brother  W.  T.  Luckett.  The 
morning  services  of  this  church  are  broadcast  each 
Sunday  through  the  courtesy  of  the  business  men 
of  the  city.  It  was  a  rare  privilege  both  for  Broth- 
er Davis  who  had  served  this  congregation  as  pas- 
tor to  speak  and  for  the  people  to  hear  him  speak 
again  at  the  morning  worship  hour.  The  basket 
dinner  at  the  church  was  announced  as  a  special 
honor  to  him.  Leland  Brubaker  spoke  to  the  con- 
gregation at  Sunnyslope,  four  miles  northwest  of 
Wenatchee.  The  afternoon  meeting,  in  which  Wil- 
liam Beahm  gave  a  missionary  address,  was  very 
well  attended.  Following  the  general  afternoon 
meeting,  men's  and  women's  sectional  conferences 
were  held.  In  the  evening  the  city's  union  service 
was  held  in  our  church.  In  spite  of  the  very  warm 
weather,  this  service  was  well  attended.  Leland 
Brubaker  brought  the  evening  message.  Kind 
hospitality  for  the  party  was  supplied  in  many 
ways.  Mrs.  Icel  Keim,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Gensinger 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orin  Gregory  in  their  comfort- 
able homes  gave  us  what  became  one  of  our  great- 
est blessings  on  this  trip — a  good  night's  rest.  As 
we  drove  away  from  this  fruitful  valley  the  next 
morning  on  our  way  to  Ellisforde,  our  hearts 
welled  within  us  as  we  remembered  the  beautiful 
new  church  building,  the  wonderful  group  of  chil- 
dren and  young  people,  and  the  loyal  hearts  who 
are  carrying  on  in  such  a  splendid  way  in  this  far 
western  community. 

We  looked  forward  with  much  interest  to  Ellis- 
forde. It  is  a  small  country  church  near  Tonasket, 
Wash.  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager  and  family  are 
ably  caring  for  this  group.  A  general  meeting  and 
sectional  conferences  were  held  in  the  afternoon. 
It  was  very  encouraging  to  Mrs.  Beahm,  who  rep- 
resented the  women's  work  as  National  Director 
of   Missions,   to   find   in   most   of   these   western 
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churches  a  fine  organized  group  of  women  so  ef- 
fectively serving.  A  picnic  supper  was  served  in 
the  yard  of  the  pastor's  home.  This  beautiful  yard 
in  which  an  outdoor  fireplace  and  grill  have  been 
built  has  been  the  special  project  of  the  young 
people,  directed  by  the  pastor.  And  the  enthusi- 
asm of  these  young  people  was  surely  demon- 
strated by  the  spirit  and  numbers  in  which  they 
met  around  this  fireplace  after  the  closing  of  the 
regular  evening  service.  Until  almost  eleven 
o'clock,  they  with  Leland  Brubaker  discussed 
problems  particularly  concerning  themselves  and 
their  work. 

The  evening  meeting  was  well  attended  and  in- 
terest was  good.  These  good  people  are  isolated 
from  the  church  at  large  and  do  feel  a  bit  of  lone- 
liness; yet  their  enthusiasm  for  the  church  and 
our  Lord  is  not  dulled.  In  this  church  we  met 
Mrs.  Ruth  Arbergast,  the  sister  of  Faye  Moyer, 
now  serving  in  Africa.  It  was  the  Beahms'  hap- 
py privilege  to  stay  in  their  home.  This  is  the 
church  home  of  Hazel  Rothrock  of  China.  It  was 
a  treat  for  us  all  to  meet  her  parents. 

In  a  brief  report  it  is  impossible  to  mention  all 
of  the  splendid  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls  we 
were  privileged  to  meet  and  admire.  Neither  can 
we  speak  of  all  the  fine  projects  we  found  the 
people  of  Washington  promoting.  Nor  can  we 
give  even  in  a  brief  way  the  outlines  of  all  of  the 
sermons,  stories  and  talks  given.  How  we  would 
like  to  give  the  names  of  old  college  friends  and 
others  we  had  not  met  in  many  years!  As  we  left 
this  inspiring  group  of  people  and  started  toward 
our  brethren  in  Canada,  we  were  moved  to  thank 
God  for  those  who  are  so  nobly  carrying  on  in 
Washington.  May  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  go 
forward  there! 

Elgin,  III. 


Going  to  School  in  the  Philippine  Islands 

BY  BESSIE  CRIM,  R.N. 

I  like  my  new  location  very  much.  The  climate  is 
splendid.  We  all  remark  occasionally  that  we  miss  the 
Peking  dust  storms.  We  have  many  beauties  of  nature 
to  enjoy  every  day. 

The  school  is  progressing  very  nicely.  Mrs.  Hayes  is 
doing  a  splendid  piece  of  work.  The  process  of  getting 
Chinese  teachers  into  the  Philippines  was  a  big  task. 
Mrs.  Hayes  had  to  make  numerous  trips  to  Manila.  We 
have  five  of  the  best  teachers  from  Peking  and  two 
teachers  who  were  already  here. 

We  have  finished  our  second  term  of  work  and  com- 
pleted nine  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  John.  We  had  to 
memorize  John  4:1-26.  It  might  be  all  right  for  preach- 
ers to  learn  that  much  at  one  time,  but  with  nurses  it  is 
a  little  different.  I  managed  to  have  it  memorized  for 
examination  and  gave  it  without  any  blunder. 

I  am  enjoying  my  stay  here  in  the  Philippine  Islands 


very  much.  There  are  numerous  avenues  of  service  for 
us  while  we  are  here.  Each  one  of  our  group  has  some 
work  with  the  church  or  service  committee  of  the 
school.  Edward  Angeny  sings  in  the  choir,  Rolland  and 
Josephine  Flory  and  Ellen  Cunningham  are  teaching 
English  to  some  Chinese,  Helen  Angeny  draws  many 
pictures  for  various  groups  around  the  church  and 
school,  while  Dr.  Cunningham  and  I  are  on  the  hospital 
visiting  committee. 

We  hope  and  pray  that  God  may  give  us  knowledge 
and  wisdom  to  grasp  the  language  and  to  prepare  us  for 
the  great  task  ahead.  We  hope  our  lives  may  speak 
well  for  Christ  and  that  we  may  lead  others  to  him 
while  we  are  here.  We  appreciate  the  prayers  of  the 
home  church. 

Baguio,  Philippine  Islands. 


Our  Language  School  at  Baguio 

BY  EDWARD  AND  HELEN  ANGENY 

Baguio  is  about  one  hundred  miles  north  of  Manila 
and  is  reached  by  a  five-hour  train  trip  and  one  and  a 
half  hour  on  a  bus.  Our  eyes  were  glued  to  the  train 
window  as  we  made  the  upward  journey  for  we  were 
being  introduced  to  entirely  new  scenery.  Coconut 
palms,  banana  trees,  grass  huts  on  stilts,  sugar  groves 
and  rice  fields,  a  peculiar  species  of  water  buffalo  used 
as  the  beast  of  burden  and  numerous  other  tropical 
sights  drew  from  us  various  exclamations  of  surprise. 
Baguio  is  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  peaks  in  the 
Philippines,  five  thousand  feet  above  sea  level.  That  is 
the  reason  the  last  part  of  the  trip  must  be  made  in  a 
bus.  This  is  the  most  thrilling  portion  of  the  journey. 
The  scenery  certainly  was  breathtaking.  We  could 
gradually  notice  the  change  in  the  vegetation  until  we 
finally  reached  the  summit  where  the  pine  trees  took 
the  place  of  the  palm  trees  of  the  low  lands.  We  felt 
the  cooler  breezes  immediately  and  could  well  under- 
stand why  Baguio  is  the  summer  vacation  resort  of  the 
Philippines.  The  little,  clean  modern  city  impressed  us 
from  the  very  beginning.  Here  the  President  of  the 
Philippines  and  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  have  their  sum- 
mer homes  and  come  frequently  to  escape  the  heat  of 
the  coast.  A  better  spot  could  not  have  been  chosen 
for  the  language  school. 

Here  in  Baguio  we  see  mostly  the  mountain  people, 
called  Igorots,  who  come  in  from  the  villages  in  order 
to  sell  their  produce.  Dressed  in  their  native  costumes, 
they  display  their  wares  in  a  large  market  located  in 
the  center  of  town.  The  majority  of  the  stores  and 
shops  on  the  one  main  street  are  operated  by  Chinese, 
but  these  are  from  South  China  and  therefore  not  a 
great  help  to  us  as  far  as  speaking  Mandarin  is  con- 
cerned. There  is  one  Protestant  church  in  town,  a  union 
church,  the  pastor  of  which  is  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  This  affords  us  a  place  of  worship  and  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  activity. 

The  Lord  has  been  good  in  opening  up  this  wonderful 
place  in  which  to  study.  We  are  doing  our  best  to  get 
a  good  knowledge  of  this  difficult  language  so  that  when 
the  time  comes  we  may  go  back  to  China  and  witness 
for  Christ.  This  language  school  is  a  new  school;  yet  it 
has  had  a  very  good  beginning.  A  few  weeks  after  we 
landed  in  China  a  group  of  Lutheran  missionaries  were 
traveling  in  the  same  direction,  but  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  land  in  China.  They  went  on  to  Manila  and 
(Continued  on  Page  24) 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1940-1941 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday.  August  31 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  John  Urges  Christian  Love.— 
1  John  3:13-18;  4:7-21.  Golden  Text,  Let  us  not  love  in 
word,  neither  with  the  tongue;  but  in  deed  and  truth. 
1  John  3:18. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Christian's  Relation  to  the 
Suffering  of  Others. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Christian  Workers,  Unite! 

Intermediates,  .  .  .  And  It's  Your  Job. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Lititz 
church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Flower  Hill  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Jesse  Ziegler,  pastor-evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Valley  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Olden 
D.  Mitchell,  pastor-evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  South  Fork  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
L.  John  Weaver,  summer  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Shellontown  church,  N.  C, 
Bro.  N.  C.  Reed,  pastor-evangelist,  assisted  by  Bro.  Otte 
Utt. 

Four  baptized,  three  received  on  former  baptism  and 
two  reconsecrated  in  the  Camp  Creek  church,  111., 
Brother  and   Sister  B.   M.   Rollins,   evangelists. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  Oct.  5-19, 
in  the  Sidney  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  A.  R.  Showalter  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Tear 
Coat  church,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  1-14. 

Bro.  O.  F.  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Sept.  1-14, 
in  the  Valley  Bethel  church,   Bolar,   Va. 

Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  at  the  Hamp- 
ton house,  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa.,  Aug.  31. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

The  C.  W.  Bagwells  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  week- 
end visitors  of  Elgin  friends,  were  first-time  callers  at 
the  Publishing  House. 

Bro.  Lee  Nelson,  who  has  been  serving  the  Salem 
church  near  Nickerson,  Kans.,  changes  his  address  to 
3435  Van  Buren  St.,  Chicago.  We  suppose  this  means 
that  he  is  entering  the  seminary. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder,  chairman  of  the  General  Minister- 
ial Board,  came  in  from  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa,  for  a  conference  on  Monday  of  last  week  with 
Secretary  M.  R.  Zigler  regarding  ministerial  affairs. 


Oregon  has  chosen  Eld.  J.  D.  Miller  as  Standing 
Committee  delegate  to  the  Conference  of  1942,  with 
Eld.  C.  N.  Stutsman  as  alternate. 

The  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  next  Gen- 
eral Conference  from  Texas  and  Louisiana  is  Eld.  W.  E. 
Peckover,  with  Eld.  J.  B.  Firestone  as  alternate. 

Bro.  Walter  M.  Young  is  just  now  beginning  his  full- 
time  pastoral  service  with  the  Lansing  church,  Mich., 
and  will  be  glad  to  learn  of  any  newcomers  to  the 
city.  His  address  is  517  N.  Clemens  Ave.,  Lansing, 
Mich. 

Sister  Velma  Ober  of  our  evacuated  China  mission- 
aries and  one  who  made  the  homeward  journey  alone, 
was  a  very  welcome  visitor  at  the  Messenger  offices. 
So  was  her  sister  who  came  with  her,  Mrs.  Dewey 
Buchanan  of  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Bro.  Wang  Tung  of  Ping  Ting  and  the  summer  camps 
is  scheduled  for  a  large  part  in  the  Labor  Day  pro- 
gram of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  to  be  held  in  the  East 
Petersburg  church.  Pastor  T.  F.  Henry  of  Roaring 
Spring  and  other  leaders  insure  a  profitable  day. 

Eld.  S.  H.  Garst,  Standing  Committee  delegate  from 
Tennessee  to  the  Conference  of  1942,  has  a  very  natural 
interest  in  the  discovery  that  his  own  grandfather,  Eld. 
Henry  Garst,  was  the  first  man  to  serve  the  district  in 
this  capacity.  So,  at  least,  the  available  records  indi- 
cate. 

It  was  the  first  look-in  at  the  House  for  Brother  and 
Sister  Glenn  Zook  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  and  almost  that 
for  Brother  and  Sister  Milton  D.  Royer  of  Chicago  and 
their  two  boys.  We  are  not  sure  how  the  record  stands 
for  Pastor  Clarence  B.  Fike  of  Freeport,  111.,  and  Bro. 
Galen  G.  Gerdes  of  Pearl  City. 

Sister  Mary  L.  Cook  changes  her  address  from  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  to  1114  Morrow  Ave.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
She  hopes  that  by  avoiding  severe  weather  and  with 
better  opportunity  for  rest  and  freedom  from  responsi- 
bility, she  may  have  a  chance  to  grow  stronger.  Shall 
we  not  all  join  her  in  that  hope? 

Bro.  Chester  I.  Harley  is  closing  his  work  as  part-time 
field  worker  in  Eastern  Virginia  and  as  pastor  in  the 
Mt.  Carmel  congregation.  Sept.  1  he  takes  up  similar 
work  in  Eastern  Maryland  and  will  also  serve  the 
Flower  Hill  church.  His  address  is  changed  from 
Stanardsville,  Va.,  to  Gaithersburg,  Md. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Brubaker,  elder-in-charge  of  the  Bow  Val- 
ley church  of  Western  Canada,  passed  into  rest  Aug.  17, 
after  an  illness  of  more  than  a  year.  His  wife  went  on 
before  him  about  four  months  ago.  Bro.  Brubaker  was 
a  much  loved  leader  of  the  church  in  the  far  Northwest 
and  there  will  be  more  about  his  life  and  labors  later. 

Bro.  Franklin  K.  Cassel  is  reported  as  making  good 
progress  toward  recovery  from  his  recent  illness.  You 
will  recall,  we  hope,  that  Brother  and  Sister  Cassel 
were  appointed  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  for  medi- 
cal missionary  service.  They  have  recently  returned 
to  the  States  from  Honolulu  and  are  now  with  Sister 
Cassel's  parents,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Miller,  Lititz, 
Pa. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  30,  1941 


17 


Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester  will  speak, 
morning  and  afternoon,  Sept.  14,  at  the  Wawaka  church 
of  Northern  Indiana.     It's  the  annual  harvest  meeting. 

Sacred  memories  of  Bro.  M.  W.  Emmert,  long-time 
Bible  teacher  at  Mount  Morris  College,  were  revived 
when  Sister  Emmert  called  last  Saturday  morning.  She 
was  en  route  to  Waukegan,  111.,  to  visit  a  granddaughter 
and  thought  she  might  as  well  see  some  of  her  friends 
by  the  way. 

Just  arrived  from  India  was  Bro.  Stephen  Blickenstaff 
when  he  paid  his  very  welcome  respects  to  the  Messen- 
ger last  Friday  the  22nd.  No,  it  was  not  to  see  us  that 
he  came  all  that  distance.  It  was  the  call  of  a  course  in 
college  and  better  preparation  for  life's  realities.  Man- 
chester will  be  his  address  for  the  next  four  years. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 
Have  you  sent  in  your  Vacation  School  report?     If 
not,  please  do  so  before  September  1.    Blanks  are  avail- 
able for  the  asking  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, 22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  111. 

The  Anderson  church  of  Southern  Indiana  will  have 
an  all-day  home-coming  Sept.  14,  with  three  addresses 
by  President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  and  other  afternoon  features. 

The  Maple  Grove  church  of  Western  Maryland  has  a 
home-coming  tomorrow,  Aug.  31,  with  lunch  at  the 
church  and  a  special  program  in  the  afternoon.  "We  ex- 
tend an  invitation  to  all  old  friends  who  can  attend." 

The  Wakarusa  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have 
a  harvest  meeting  Sept.  21,  with  Bro.  Noble  Bowman 
of  Middlebury  as  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  speaker. 
The  Lake  City  Four  of  Syracuse  will  sing  gospetl 
hymns. 

The  Huntington  church  of  Middle  Indiana  will  cele- 
brate its  fiftieth  anniversary  Sept.  28  in  an  all-day 
meeting.  President  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  Manchester  Col- 
lege will  be  one  of  the  speakers.  "All  former  members 
and  pastors  are  invited  to  attend." 

All  Selective  Service  local  boards  were  notified  to 
post  conspicuously  in  their  headquarters  the  names  and 
classifications  of  registrants  classified  or  reclassified  on 
or  after  Aug.  18  as  to  their  availability  for  military 
training.  This  conforms  with  a  requirement  of  a  bill 
signed  by  President  Roosevelt  on  Aug.  16. 

Southeastern  Pennsylvania's  week-end  camp  for 
young  people  is  scheduled  for  Sept.  13  and  14  at  the 
College  Settlement  on  Route  63  near  Willow  Grove. 
Leadership  includes  Wilma  Stern,  Caleb  Bucher,  Edith 
Replogle,  Madeline  Arthur  and  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  and 
the  cost  is  $2.  District  Youth  Director  Nevin  H.  Zuck 
suggests:  "Adult  advisers  are  especially  invited;  the 
local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  no  stronger  than  its  adult  leader- 
ship." 

The  Washington  City  Church  of  the  Brethren  desires 
to  render  the  highest  possible  service  to  members  of  the 
church  who  take  up  their  residence  in  the  nation's 
capital.  If  you  will  let  us  know  in  advance  of  your 
coming  we  shall  plan  to  meet  you  at  the  station  and, 
if  possible,  assist  you  in  securing  desirable  living  ac- 
commodations. We  should  appreciate  it  if  ministers 
would  send  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  their  mem- 
bers who  have  recently  moved  to  Washington. — War- 
ren D.  Bowman,  2910  20th  St.,  N.  E.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  Eversole  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have  an 
all-day  home-coming  with  basket  dinner,  morning  and 
afternoon  programs,  Sept.  7.  "All  former  and  present 
members  and  friends  of  the  church  are  cordially  in- 
vited." 

The  Auburn  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have  an 
all-day  harvest  meeting  with  basket  dinner  Sept.  18. 
Pastor  Van  B.  Wright  of  Fort  Wayne  will  be  the  speaker 
for  the  day.  "Adjoining  churches  are  all  cordially  in- 
vited." 

The  Gish  Fund  Committee  has  placed  on  the  Gish  list 
Kirby  Page's  recent  little  book  entitled  How  Does  God 
Deal  With  Evildoers?  It  is  number  288  on  the  list,  and 
will  sell  for  five  cents.  Under  seven  headings  he  an- 
swers the  title  question.  Also  included  is  some  discus- 
sion of  the  Christian's  viewpoint  on  war  in  the  light  of 
Biblical  teaching.  This  is  an  unusually  helpful  book 
and  should  be  widely  read  and  studied  by  Brethren 
people. 

All  back  orders  for  Annual  Meeting  Minutes  have 
been  filled.  The  secretaries  of  districts  who  have  not 
sent  in  their  orders  should  do  so  at  once.  According 
to  a  time-honored  decision  the  Minutes  of  Annual 
Meeting  should  be  distributed  in  such  quantity  that 
each  family  may  have  a  copy.  It  is  therefore  the  dis- 
trict secretary's  responsibility  to  furnish  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House  with  a  list  of  pastors  or  elders  in 
charge  of  congregations  and  the  number  of  copies  of 
the  Minutes  which  should  go  to  each.  The  expense  is 
"to  be  paid  by  the  state  district  treasurers  out  of  dis- 
trict funds,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  families 
reported  by  each  secretary." 


Gbout  ffooki 


Preacher's  Wife.  Ethel  Hueston.  Bobbs-Merrill  Co., 
1941.     308  pages.    $2.75. 

The  preacher's  wife  is  Mrs.  Charlie  Powelson.  Her 
husband  was  a  Methodist  minister  in  southern  and 
southeastern  Iowa,  an  easy-going,  genial,  popular  man 
whose  acknowledged  "gift  of  gab"  made  him  successful 
as  a  speaker  at  temperance  rallies,  a  college  solicitor,  a 
sale  crier  and  a  preacher.  His  wife  loved  him  devotedly 
but  never  fully  approved  of  him.  Fourteen  children 
were  born  into  the  family,  eleven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. With  so  many  children  in  the  home,  life  could 
not  be  exactly  conventional.  Mother  Powelson  loved 
her  family  dearly,  but  had  scant  time  to  show  it  in  any 
way  other  than  working  for  them.  With  a  rigid  stern- 
ness quite  unlike  her  husband's  attitude  she  not  only 
managed  the  parsonage  household,  but  she  did  it  well 
in  spite  of  limited  financial  resources.  She  not  only 
presided  over  the  parsonage;  she  ruled  it.  The  untime- 
ly death  of  her  husband  left  the  task  of  rearing  the 
younger  children  to  her.  After  they  were  grown  and 
educated  she  further  asserted  her  indomitable  spirit  by 
taking  up  a  claim  in  Idaho  and  later  traveling  back  and 
forth  across  the  continent  to  visit  her  children. 

In  spite  of  a  few  points  which  may  appear  unneces- 
sarily frank,  the  story  is  delightful  and  gripping.  There 
is  no  attempt  to  heighten  the  good  or  conceal  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  characters.  Joys  and  sorrows,  comedy  and 
tragedy  are  blended  in  a  true-to-life  pattern.  It  is 
recommended  especially  for  the  reading  of  ministers' 
wives,  but  would  be  enjoyed  by  all  who  enjoy  stories  of 
actual  life. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


A  VIEW  OF  BAGUIO,  P.  I.,  WHERE  THE 
NEW  SCHOOL  OF  CHINESE  STUDIES  IS 
LOCATED 


Rolland  Flory  s  Letter  to 
His  Grandfather, 
James  A.  Flory 

Baguio,    Philippine    Islands 

Dear  Grandfather: 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  trip  in  northern  Luzon, 
the  island  on  which  we  are  living  and  thought  you 
might  be  interested  in  hearing  a  little  about  it.  Edward 
Angeny  atnd  I  got  home  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and 
home  seemed  pretty  nice  after  eight  days  of  travel  up 
in  the  mountains  north  of  Baguio. 

A  missionary  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  was  on 
his  way  up  to  Lubuagan  on  business;  he  had  told  the 
language  school  students  that  he  would  be  glad  to  have 
five  students  (the  Lubuagan  mission  house  would  onl3' 
house  five  visitors)  go  along  with  him  since  we  were 
having  vacation.  Ed  and  I  jumped  at  the  chance  to  see 
the  country  and  mission  work  up  in  the  mountain  prov- 
ince where  the  head-hunters  live. 

We  had  asked  to  have  a  front  bus  seat  reserved  for 
us,  but  when  we  arrived  the  buses  were  crowded  and 
they  said  no  seats  were  reserved.  We  told  them  we  had 
reserved  seats,  but  would  wait  for  the  next  bus.  We  sat 
down  to  wait.  In  a  little  while  the  conductor  came 
around  and  said  he  had  found  room  for  us.  He  had 
cleared  the  front  seat.  These  buses  were  just  packed 
with  native  folks.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  us 
jammed  in  the  bus.  Most  of  the  men  wore  gee-strings 
and  a  shirt;  the  women  wore  a  loose  blouse  and  a  red 
and  white  or  yellow  and  white  striped  skirt  coming  to 
the  knees.  Almost  all  of  them  were  barefooted  and  the 
women  carried  their  babies  with  them. 

We  finally  got  started  up  over  the  beautiful  moun- 
tain trail  and  it  was  a  trip  beyond  description.  The 
gorgeous  mountain  scenery  is  indescribable.  We  were 
on  top  of  ridges  at  times  and  could  look  fifty  miles  over 
range  after  range  of  steep,  rugged  mountains.  The 
mountains  are  much  steeper  than  a  forty-five-degree 
angle;  at  least  it  seemed  as  if  they  were.  Many  places 
the  one-way  trail  was  blasted  out  of  solid  rock  with  a 
couple  hundred  feet  of  rocky  cliff  above  us  and  a  drop 
of  100  to  300  feet  nearly  straight  down.  Since  the  road 
was  a  one-way  trail,  every  so  often  we  came  to  a  station 
where  we  had  to  stop.  Someone  would  telephone  ahead 
to  the  next  station  to  see  if  the  road  were  clear;  if  a 
car  had  started  we  would  wait  until  it  passed  us,  then 
we  could  go  ahead.  I  never  had  been  on  a  road  with  so 
many  curves  and  so  many  sharp  ones.  It  was  a  terrible 
trip  for  most  of  the  natives,  for  the  women  especially 
got  dreadfully  car  sick.  Every  now  and  then  we  would 
hear  a  distressing  noise  and  turn  to  see  a  poor  woman 
leaning  out  over  the  edge  of  the  bus.    We  were  certain- 


ly glad  that  we  were  not  susceptible  to  car  sickness. 

The  trip  was  filled  full  of  thrills  and  gorgeous  scen- 
ery; there  were  beautiful  tropical  flowers  and  trees 
which  we  had  never  seen.  The  most  beautiful  flowers 
of  all  were  the  regal  Easter  lilies;  at  least  they  looked 
like  Easter  lilies  to  me.  They  grew  on  the  bare,  rugged, 
rocky  slopes  where  nothing  else  but  moss  seemed  to 
grow.  We  passed  several  lumber  mills  run  by  Amer- 
icans. All  along  the  way,  up  the  steep,  steep  slopes,  the 
natives  had  rice  terraces  dug  out  or  built  up  wherever 
possible.  They  also  raise  one  kind  of  sweet  potato.  It 
seems  that  these  mountain  people  eat  only  rice,  sweet 
potatoes  and  fruit,  with  almost  no  vegetables. 

As  we  neared  Bontoc,  we  started  a  descent  of  around 
two  thousand  feet.  Bontoc  is  the  land  of  the  head- 
hunters.  The  men  carry  their  head  axes.  It  is  a  broad 
knife  about  six  inches  long,  the  blade  six  inches  wide 
and  the  handle  two  feet  long.  There  is  a  sort  of  a  spike 
on  the  back  side  of  the  blade  which  it  is  said  is  used  to 
catch  the  head  of  the  victim.  These  axes  are  carried 
under  the  loin  cloth  at  their  hips.  We  were  told  that 
an  American  would  not  be  harmed;  however,  now  and 
then  a  lowlander  who  wanders  too  far  from  the  main 
towns  gets  his  head  taken  off.  I  understand  a  foreigner 
who  was  alone  lost  his  head  four  years  ago.  The  old 
custom  was  that  a  boy,  before  he  could  be  called  a  man, 
had  to  bring  in  a  head.  So  a  fellow  did  not  need  to  hate 
you  to  have  the  impulse  to  get  your  head.  This  old 
custom  still  has  its  hangover;  the  mountain  people  do 
not  like  the  lowlanders,  hence  they  are  killed  now  and 
then.  Sometimes  too,  there  are  killings  between  the 
various  mountain  tribes. 

At  Bontoc  we  met  the  native  pastor  of  the  little  Prot- 
estant church.  The  usual  prayer  meeting  night  was 
Thursday  night,  but  the  pastor  decided  to  call  a  meet- 
ing in  order  for  the  folks  to  hear  us  speak.  We  decided 
that  Ed,  being  a  minister,  would  give  the  main  devo- 
tional talk  and  I  would  say  a  few  words  about  China. 
There  was  a  good  crowd  for  the  small  church  at  the 
service  in  the  evening,  and  all  that  were  there  could 
understand  some  English.  After  the  service  we  met 
most  of  the  folks.  A  Chinese  man  who  owns  a  store  in 
Bontoc  invited  us  to  his  store  to  talk.  Two  of  his  clerks 
could  talk  Mandarin.  This  man  himself  came  from 
Fukien.  The  other  members  of  the  church  said  that 
this  Chinese  man  was  the  saint  in  their  church.  He  also 
supports  a  church  in  his  home  town  in  Fukien  province 
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in  China.  I  tell  you  it  puts  us  to  shame  when  a  man 
like  this  does  so  much;  most  of  us  never  give  and  work 
for  the  kingdom  as  he  does.  He  told  us  he  wishes  we 
would  come  up  to  Bontoc  to  work  if  we  cannot  get  back 
to  China.  It  was  a  great  inspiration  to  have  met  these 
faithful  workers. 

The  next  morning  we  started  for  Lubuagan.  The  rice 
terraces  were  indeed  beautiful  as  we  wound  slowly  here 
and  there  along  the  steep  valley  wall.  The  women  were 
busy  cutting  rice  and  carrying  it  home  to  dry.  At  about 
eleven-thirty  we  arrived  in  Lubuagan  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nagal,  missionaries  there,  met  us.  The  United  Brethren 
church  has  a  high  school  here  with  a  student  body  of 
about  125.  The  Nagals  have  charge  of  the  school,  teach- 
ing Bible  along  with  the  regular  subjects.  All  the  in- 
struction is  given  in  English.  The  most  interesting 
thing  is  that  during  the  week  ends  the  students  go  out 
into  the  surrounding  villages  and  preach  and  teach  the 
Bible. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  I  went  out  with  the  native  pas- 
tor to  a  village  to  hold  a  little  service.  There  were  about 
twenty-five  children  and  ten  adults.  It  was  an  impres- 
sive but  simple  little  service.  The  pastor  spoke  in  the 
native  dialect  so  of  course  I  could  not  understand  what 
he  said. 

About  ninety  per  cent  of  the  people  are  of  Catholic 
background;  yet  the  Protestant  school  is  well  attended. 
Many  had  to  be  turned  away  because  of  lack  of  teach- 
ers and  dormitories.  Some  children  had  come  a  five 
days'  journey  on  horseback  to  go  to  school  here  even 
though  they  could  have  gone  to  a  government  school  at 
home.  Some  people  have  said  we  should  not  build  up 
institutions  such  as  schools,  but  when  a  boy  comes  to 
school  and  is  taught  Bible,  goes  out  in  the  villages  and 
teaches  what  he  has  learned,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  bring  Christianity  to  the  na- 
tives. Most  of  the  children  are  already  leaders  in  their 
villages  and  I  feel  they  are  doing  a  great  work  at  this 
school. 

We  spent  three  enjoyable  days  at  Lubuagan.  Sunday 
morning  Ed  Angeny  preached,  and  in  the  evening  I  said 
a  few  words,  after  which  Carl,  who  had  invited  us  on 
the  trip,  gave  the  main  talk.  Sunday  evening,  Carl  said 
he  would  have  to  stay  over  another  day  or  more  so  Ed 
and  I  decided  to  start  home.  We  wanted  to  come  home 
another  way  so  we  decided  to  go  back  to  Bontoc  and 
from  there  go  to  Kiangan.  There  we  stayed  overnight 
at  a  mission  station  where  two  elderly  missionary  ladies 
were  in  charge.  One  ran  a  high  school  and  the  other 
was  a  nurse  who  supervised  a  clinic  and  did  health 
work  in  the  villages. 

From  Bontoc  to  Kiangan  we  passed  one  of  the  famous 
seven  wonders  of  the  world — the  Banaue  rice  terraces. 
Huge  mountains  have  been  terraced  until  they  look 
like  giant  steps.  They  are  comparable  to  the  pyramids 
from  the  standpoint  of  manpower  used  in  making  them 
and  are  said  to  be  as  old  as  the  hanging  gardens  of 
Babylon.  Each  terrace  is  planted  with  waving,  green 
rice  plants,  and  waterfalls  falling  like  silver  ribbons 
from  the  top  of  the  mountains  are  directed  from  level 
to  level  for  irrigation  purposes.  Vegetables  are  planted 
on  the  retaining  walls;  one  particular  plant  growing 
tall  as  a  man,  and  being  red  in  color,  looks  from  a  dis- 
tance like  the  rice  planters  themselves. 

The  road  to  Kiangan  is  a  one-way  road  and  one  goes 
a  very  long  distance  to  go  a  short  way  as  one  does  on 
all  these  mountain  roads.    We  started  from  Lubuagan  at 


eight  o'clock  Monday  morning,  arriving  at  Bontoc  at 
twelve  and  at  Kiangan  at  seven  in  the  evening.  We 
were  very  tired  by  evening;  bumping,  swinging  to  and 
fro  around  curves  continuously  for  eleven  hours  is  fun 
and  interesting,  but  tiresome.  We  stayed  in  Kiangan 
until  Tuesday  noon.  Ed  gave  a  talk  to  the  Bible  class 
at  the  mission  high  school;  then  we  hiked  up  a  moun- 
tain trail  to  a  small  village  and  took  some  pictures.  The 
people  here  wear  more  clothes,  the  women  wearing  a 
sort  of  blouse. 

At  one  o'clock  we  started  for  Bayombong,  which  is  in 
the  lowlands,  arriving  there  about  five  in  the  afternoon. 
Here  one  is  back  in  civilization  as  we  know  it.  We 
stayed  overnight  here  and  started  for  Baguio  early 
Wednesday  morning.  We  were  in  a  big,  broad  valley 
for  a  while,  then  traveled  up  over  the  mountains  again. 
These  lower  mountains  were  covered  with  beautiful 
tropical  jungle  forests.  Many  hardwood  trees  towered 
a  hundred  feet  high;  some  were  three  or  four  feet  in 
diameter  and  usually  straight.  A  kind  of  plant  that 
grows  on  the  trees  was  as  thick  as  hair  on  a  dog's  back. 
Big  hunches  of  something  like  ferns  grew  up  in  the 
]imbs.  The  birds  were  of  a  brilliant  color.  Then  again 
we  dropped  down  into  the  lowlands  and  sped  along  on 
nice  straight  graveled  roads.  In  the  lowlands  the  rice 
fields  were  just  being  plowed  for  rice.  The  rainy  season 
is  here,  so  in  the  lowlands  they  can  plant.  They  use 
carabaos  and  a  one-handle  plow.  In  the  mountains  where 
they  have  lots  of  water,  they  do  their  plowing  with 
carabaos.  The  men  lead  five  or  six  carabaos  around  in 
the  water-covered  field  and  the  water  buffalo  plow  and 
mix  up  the  soil  eighteen  inches  deep  with  their  feet. 

The  buses  in  the  lowlands  are  much  larger  and  are 
usually  crowded.  At  Pozorrubio  we  transferred  into  a 
smaller  bus  and  started  up  on  the  mountain  trail  to 
Baguio,  a  climb  of  around  five  thousand  feet.  This  road 
is  paved  and  wide;  it  is  full  of  curves  but  none  com- 
pared to  the  narrow  little  trails  we  had  been  on.  My, 
but  it  was  nice  to  get  back  into  Baguio  even  though  it 
was  pouring  down  rain.  Our  wives  were  overjoyed  to 
see  us  back. 

In  a  short  trip  such  as  we  made,  we  could  see  a  great 
need  for  other  workers  and  the  growing  interest  that 
the  people  have  toward  Christianity.  Those  who  have 
become  Christians  seem  to  be  so  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fession of  Christ  and  the  Father  of  mankind. 
Sincerely, 

Rolland  Flory. 


Studying  Chinese  at  Baguio 

BY  SUSIE  THOMAS 

There  are  about  seventy  students  in  the  Philippine 
School  of  Chinese  Studies  and  seven  Chinese  teachers. 
Five  came  from  Peking  and  two  were  already  here. 
Some  of  the  very  best  ones  came,  and  how  thankful  we 
are  to  have  them  here.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  get 
permits  to  have  them  come.  We  need  some  more  but 
do  not  know  if  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  for  their 
coming.    Mrs.  John  Hayes  has  charge  of  this  school. 

We  have  classes  only  one  and  three-fourths  hour  a 
day,  for  the  teachers  have  no  more  time  to  give  us,  but 
we  are  certainly  thankful  for  the  opportunity  to  study 
here  and  further  prepare  for  service  in  the  land  of  our 
choice. 

We  are  also  thankful  that  there  are  a  number  of  op- 
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portunities  for  service  here  among  the  Chinese  and 
Filipinos.  I  hope  to  help  with  Christian  work  in  a  min- 
ing town  on  Sunday  afternoons  and  take  my  accordion. 
I  have  a  larger  one  now  so  it  will  be  heavier  to  carry, 
but  I  hope  that  I  can  manage. 

Every  Sunday  evening  there  is  a  service  at  the  union 
church  for  the  Chinese.  Miss  Hsieh,  one  of  our  Chinese 
teachers,  conducts  it.  Most  of  the  Chinese  are  from 
Canton  so  she  speaks  Cantonese.  Last  Sunday  night 
there  were  Cantonese,  Fukienese,  and  Mandarin-speak- 
ing Chinese.  Mandarin  is  the  national  language  and  it 
is  spoken  in  North  China.  Miss  Hsieh  spoke  in  Can- 
tonese and  a  Chinese  lady  translated  it  into  Fukienese. 
The  rest  of  us  had  no  one  to  interpret  it.  Our  teachers 
did  not  understand  either. 

The  Passion  Week  services  were  especially  nice.  On 
Thursday  the  communion  service  was  held.  One  of  our 
teachers  was  baptized  then.  What  a  joy  it  gave  one  to 
see  yellow,  brown  and  white  kneel  together  at  the  al- 
tar and  partake  of  the  holy  communion.  The  church 
here  is  a  union  church.  On  Friday  seven  ministers 
spoke  on  the  seven  last  sayings  of  Christ.  The  service 
lasted  from  one  until  three  in  the  afternoon. 

I  can  never  be  grateful  enough  for  all  those  who  have 
made  it  possible  for  me  to  be  a  missionary  to  China. 
This  year  and  a  half  has  given  me  a  happiness  and 
peace  that  I  never  knew  before,  and  it  has  given  me  a 
greater  insight  into  human  suffering  which  sometimes 
gives  one  great  heartaches,  but  it  all  makes  the  love  of 
Christ  shine  out  purer  and  brighter. 

Baguio,  Philippine  Islands. 


Wang  Tung 

BY  H.  SPENSER  MINNICH 

During  the  past  summer  our  church  was  privileged  to 
have  among  us  one  of  the  earnest  young  Christians 
from  our  Chinese  church.  Wang  Tung  is  the  first  bap- 
tized Christian  from  our  China  mission  to  come  to 
America.  He  was  born  near  Le  Ping  into  a  non-Christian 
family,  attended  Ping  Ting  Boys'  School  and  high 
school,  was  baptized  at  Ping  Ting,  later  attended  Ober- 
lin  Memorial  Schools  at  Taiku,  and  then  went  to  Yen- 
ching  University  and  graduated  about  ten  years,  or  less, 
ago.  He  was  a  secretary  of  the  Peking  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
became  an  outstanding  leader  in  student  work.  Later 
he  was  Student  Secretary  for  all  of  North  China  and 
played  a  very  important  part  in  the  Student  Summer 
Conferences  of  the  whole  North  China  area.  He  has 
always  been  a  real  "Brethren"  supporter  and  wanted 


to  get  back  to  Shansi,  and  would  have  been  the  most 
likely  head  of  the  Y  in  Taiyuan,  had  not  the  war  broken 
out  in  1937.  He  was  interested  in  bringing  the  Christian 
message  to  his  own  village,  but,  of  course,  has  not  been 
able  to  get  back  to  Shansi  since  the  year  before  the  war 
started. 

His  work  has  been  so  outstanding  that  he  was  chosen 
by  the  National  Council  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  one  of  the 
few  to  be  sent  to  America  for  study.  He  recently  fin- 
ished (June  1941)  a  year  in  the  Springfield,  Mass.,  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  College,  receiving  his  M.  A.  degree,  and  the  Na- 
tional Committee  very  graciously  assigned  time  for  him 
to  spend  the  summer  in  Brethren  camps  and  churches. 
Beginning  in  September  of  this  year  he  will  be  in  the 
Seattle  Y  to  work  for  the  winter. 

Bro.  Wang's  summer  schedule,  as  arranged,  will  have 
carried  him  into  Camps  Harmony,  Blough,  Bethel,  Pe- 
niel,  Sugar  Grove,  Mack,  Naperville  and  Wa-Shun-Ga. 
He  has  spoken  in  many  congregations  including  Walnut 
Grove,  Pennsylvania;  Center,  Ohio;  Roanoke,  Virginia; 
Salem,  Ohio;  Elgin  and  Rockford,  Illinois;  McPherson 
and  Wichita,  Kansas.  His  schedule  also  includes  dis- 
trict gatherings  in  Northeastern  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  South- 
ern and  Northern  Iowa;  the  Southeastern  Regional  Con- 
ference at  Bridgewater;  and  a  meeting  at  Palmyra, 
Pennsylvania. 

His  travels  have  permitted  him  to  be  visited  by  many 
of  the  China  missionaries  now  in  the  homeland.  These 
meetings  have  been  exceedingly  rich  in  fellowship.  At 
North  Manchester,  for  example,  a  group  meeting  was 
held  in  Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough's  home.  Here  Miss  Min- 
erva Metzger,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  O.  G.  Brubaker  and  Brother 
and  Sister  W.  J.  Heisey  were  present.  Sister  Metzger, 
who  has  served  in  China  since  1910,  gave  evidence  of 
the  thrill  she  felt  in  the  development  of  this  fine,  young 
man,  whom  she  has  followed  from  his  very  first  contact 
with  the  mission  school. 

Bro.  Wang  is  a  lover  of  people;  he  finds  himself  quite 
at  home  with  the  little  children,  as  well  as  with  adults. 
He  is  a  hard  worker  and  has  carried  a  heavy  speaking 
schedule  during  the  summer.  He  has  seen  hardship  and 
knows  what  the  war  in  China  means  to  his  people.  No- 
ticing his  interest  in  cameras,  the  writer  asked  him  if 
he  ever  owned  one.  To  this  he  replied  he  did  have  one, 
but  it  was  bombed  before  he  left  China. 

In  Northeastern  Ohio  he  was  privileged  to  visit  in  an 
Amish-Mennonite  home.  As  he  came  from  the  home, 
he  thoughtfully  remarked,  "The  Amish  are  conserva- 
tive, desiring  no  change;  they  like  big  families,  enjoying 
many  children;  and  they  like  lots  of  food."     Then  with 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  Aug.  30— Sept.  & 


Brother  and  Sister  J.  Homer  Bright  are  known  personally 
by  many  people  throughout  the  brotherhood  and  especially 
in  Southern  Ohio.  Their  friends  will  consider  it  a  joy  and 
a  privilege  to  pray  definitely  for  them  each  day  throughout 
this  week.  And  even  those  who  have  not  met  them  will  want 
to  ask  God's  blessing  upon  them.  There  are  many  ways  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  missionaries  and  praying  for  them 
is  one  very  excellent  method. 

The  Brights  are  in  Ohio  at  the  present  time.  Between  the 
years  1911-1940  their  home  was  in  China. 


MRS.  J.  HOMER  BRIGHT 


J.  HOMER  BRIGHT 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  30,  1941 


21 


Reader's  left:  Wang  Tung  meets 
a  former  teacher,  Sister  Minerva 
Metzger. 

Reader's  right:  Visiting  Lowell 
Heisey  at  the  hospital.  Stand- 
ing: Mrs.  Walter  Heisey,  Min- 
erva Metzger,  Wang  Tung,  Wal- 
ter Heisey,  Louise  Heisey. 


a  rather  sudden  discovery  of  similarities,  he  remarked, 
"That's  just  like  the  Chinese,  the  home  village  from 
which  I  came." 

Our  missionaries  tell  us  that  in  China  we  have  at  least 
forty  young  people  similar  to  Bro.  Wang,  who  are  forg- 
ing ahead  with  their  education  and  who  have  great  pos- 
sibilities as  Christian  and  civic  leaders.  Truly,  the  home 
church  can  rejoice  in  these  fruits  which  are  evidences 
of  the  Lord's  blessing  on  our  missionary  prayefs  and 
support.  Bro.  Wang  predicts  a  great  acceptance  of 
Christ  by  the  Chinese  people  and  urges  young  people  to 
volunteer  for  mission  work. 

Elgin,  III. 


News  From  Our  Michigan  Camp 

BY  L.  C.  BLICKENSTAFF 
Director  of  Camp  Manistee,  Now  of  Camp  Stronach 

Camp  Number  1 

Civilian  Public  Service  Camp  No.  1,  otherwise  known 
as  Camp  Manistee  or  Camp  Onekama,  opened  on  June 
27.  It  was  on  that  date  that  sixteen  conscientious  ob- 
jectors from  all  over  Michigan  arrived  in  camp  prepara- 
tory to  serving  their  year  in  work  of  national  impor- 
tance under  civilian  direction.  This  camp,  operated  by 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  is  one  of  nineteen 
similar  camps  throughout  the  nation. 

Camp  Staff 

Former  schoolteacher  and  high  school  principal,  the 
director  is  Lloyd  C.  Blickenstaff  from  Hamlet,  Ind.  Busi- 
ness manager  until  July  19  was  J.  Frank  Baldwin,  who 
left  to  complete  some  work  in  Bethany  Bible  School  in 
Chicago.  He  will  return  on  the  25th  of  August.  His 
place  was  taken  by  Quincy  Holsopple  of  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Pennsylvania. 

Men  in  Camp 

Interestingly  enough,  just  six  of  the  sixteen  C.  O.'s  are 
members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Among  the 
remainder  of  the  men  there  are  nine  different  denomi- 
nations represented.     They  are  distributed  as  follows: 

Church  of  the  Brethren   6 

Baptist 2 

Lutheran     1 

Unitarian    1 

Evangelistic    Mission    1 

Church  of  God   1 

Gracelawn  Assembly   1 


Free  Methodist  1 

Unknown    1 

Apostolic   Faith    1 

Camp  Projects 

The  work  the  men  do  is  under  the  direction  of  the 
Forest  Service  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
first  job  consisted  of  clearing  a  fire  lane  through  a  por- 
tion of  the  Manistee  National  Forest.  At  present  they 
are  engaged  in  building  a  telephone  line  from  one  fire 
tower  to  another,  a  distance  of  about  fourteen  miles. 
Three  men  from  the  camp  are  assigned  to  the  fire  guard 
station  near  the  Chittenden  Nursery.  There  they  are 
learning  fire  detection  and  radio  operation  as  well  as 
various  other  functions  of  the  forest  guard.  One  of  the 
three  has  actually  been  on  duty  in  a  fire  tower.  Two 
men  will  be  assistants  to  a  Forest  Service  surveyor. 

"Co-operation" 

The  word  "co-operation"  is  expressive  of  life  in  camp. 
Various  camp  duties,  such  as  kitchen  police,  sanitary 
work,  laundry,  etc.,  are  shared  by  the  boys  in  camp. 
In  addition  to  regular  camp  routine,  there  is  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  to  care  for  as  well  as  some  livestock.  One  of 
the  boys,  an  experienced  farmer,  has  taken  over  the  job 
of  keeping  up  the  farm. 

Religious  Interests 

A  religious  committee  selected  from  the  group  has 
assumed  responsibility  for  worship  services  for  a  few 
minutes  after  breakfast  each  morning.  In  addition  they 
help  the  director  guide  the  religious  life  of  the  camp. 
Sunday  mornings  the  boys  have  traveled  to  near-by 
churches  to  visit  or  assist  in  regular  church  activities. 

Educational  Program 

A  comprehensive  educational  program  is  being  set  up 
with  no  thought  being  given  to  usual  academic  pro- 
cedure. While  it  is  the  hope  that  everyone  will  wish  to 
participate,  there  will  be  nothing  at  all  compulsory 
about  it.  The  only  required  course  is  one  in  first  aid  and 
safety. 

Move  to  Camp  Stronach 

On  Friday,  August  8,  the  men  moved  to  Camp 
Stronach,  located  seven  miles  from  Manistee.  Everyone 
is  happy  in  the  new  quarters  but  very  busy  cleaning, 
making  repairs,  and  getting  ready  for  the  new  group  of 
men  who  came  Aug.  12. 

Manistee,  Mich. 
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As  followed  month  by  month  in  Child  Guidance  for  Chris- 
tian Living  (formerly  the  Elementary  Magazine).  Sample  copy 
may  be  obtained  upon  request  to  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, 22  S.  State  St..  Elgin,  111.  The  following  is  used  by  per- 
mission  of  the   Methodist   Publishing   House. 

Note:  This  material  can  also  be  used  for  other  ad- 
ditional sessions  with  children  in  the  church,  such  as 
the  expanded  session,  substitution  for  the  regular  Sun- 
day-school curriculum,  or  weekday  classes. 

October    1941— How  the   Bible  Helps   Us 

Purpose:  To  approach  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  life 
today  from  two  points  of  view:  (a)  the  fact  that  the 
Bible  is  so  widely  read  and  used,  and  is  desired  and 
beloved  by  such  hosts  of  people;  (b)  the  value  of  the 
Bible  in  the  personal  experience  of  the  juniors  them- 
selves. 

November  1941 — What  Does  It  Mean  to  Be  Fair? 

Purpose:  To  help  junior  boys  and  girls,  on  the  basis 
of  their  own  experiences  of  playing  and  working  with 
others,  to  consider  questions  involved  in  fairness  in  re- 
lationships and  to  explore  wider  fields  including  race 
relations,  differences  in  opportunities  and  other  distinc- 
tions which  are  within  their  experience.  This  will  in- 
clude the  development  of  appreciation,  tolerance  and 
some  understanding  of  Jews,  refugees,  Negroes  and  oth- 
er racial  and  national  groups  in  our  communities. 

December  1941 — Our  Christmas  and  All  the  World 

Purpose:  To  enrich  the  junior's  appreciation  and  en- 
joyment of  Christmas.  The  major  emphasis  will  be  up- 
on an  appreciative  use  of  Christmas  carols  and  customs, 
leading  to  the  discovery  that  most  of  these  have  been 
gathered  by  us  from  other  lands  where  people  find  joy, 
as  we  do,  in  celebrating  Jesus'  birth. 

January  1942 — Chances  for  Boys  and  Girls  in  America 

Purpose:  To  help  junior  boys  and  girls  discover  some 
opportunities  that  The  Methodist  Church*  provides  for 
boys  and  girls  in  America  of  different  racial  and  national 
backgrounds,  to  play,  to  learn,  to  worship,  and  to  grow 
strong  and  healthy;  and  to  give  the  junior  boys  and 
girls  opportunities  to  participate  in  the  work  of  The 
Methodist  Church  for  children. 
February  and  March  1942 — Entering  the  Church 

Purpose:  To  help  boys  and  girls  to  understand  and  to 
participate  in  the  organization,  program  and  worship 
of  The  Methodist  Church  and  to  give  them  a  simple 
acquaintance  with  leaders  of  Methodism.  In  connection 
with  this  unit  there  will  also  be  a  consideration  of  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  about  God. 

April  and  May   1942 — Worship   Around  the  World  and 
Our  Worship 

Purpose:  To  help  boys  and  girls  to  appreciate  and  to 
worship  through  those  experiences  that  are  common  to 
the  life  and  worship  of  the  Christian  church  around  the 
world;  to  help  boys  and  girls  as  they  participate  in  the 
work  of  their  own  church  to  realize  that  they  are  hav- 
ing a  part  in  the  world-wide  program  of  the  Christian 
church. 


PASTOR  M. 


S.  FRANTZ   ACTED   AS  GUIDE;    SEE   PICTURE  OF 
WINNING   CLASS   ON   PAGE  23 


*Brethren  leaders  will  desire  to  use  the  unit  on  The  Church 
prepared  by  the  Brethren  editors.  In  the  graded  lessons  this 
is  the  unit  for  the  third  year,  second  quarter.  This  is  also 
available  in  a  briefer  unit.  Finding  the  Way,  teacher*s  book, 
15c;    pupil's   book,   25c. 


Plan  to  Increase  Sunday-school  Attendance 

By   J.   E.    Blough,   Assistant   Superintendent 

A  novel  plan  for  stimulating  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance in  the  Nampa,  Idaho,  church  was  developed  by 
Superintendent  La  Verne  Martin  and  his  corps  of  work- 
ers. 

The  contest  took  the  form  of  an  Alpine  expedition, 
with  each  class  being  represented  on  the  snowclad 
mountain  by  a  cross,  which  was  moved  progressively 
upward  each  Sunday  for  a  duration  of  ten  weeks. 

The  Twilight  Hour  class,  taught  by  Sister  Julia  Gray- 
bill,  charter  member  of  the  Nampa  congregation,  won 
the  contest.  A  Fourth  of  July  picnic  was  given  for  the 
entire  Sunday  school  in  their  honor. 

This  contest  created  a  great  deal  of  interest  and  added 
materially  to   the  summer  attendance. 


June  1942 — Living  in  Our  Community 

Purpose:  To  help  junior  children  discover  how  good 
citizens  work  together  in  community  or  neighborhood 
life;  to  appreciate  their  own  community  or  neighbor- 
hood and  its  needs;  and  to  discover  ways  in  which  they 
can  co-operate  in  making  their  community  or  neighbor- 
hood better. 

July  1942 — Time  to  Read 

Purpose:  To  lead  the  juniors  to  a  deeper  appreciation 
of  reading  through  the  discovery  of  the  thought  and  la- 
bor and  skill  which  go  into  the  making  of  books,  and 
the  introduction  to  new  book  friends;  to  guide  them  in 
the  wise  selection  or  choice  of  books  to  read,  and  to 
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suggest  a  collection  of  books  which  make  enjoyable 
summer  reading.  To  help  them  use  their  church  school 
story  paper  for  leisure-time  enjoyment  and  guidance. 

August  1942 — This  Is  My  Father's  World 

Purpose:  To  help  juniors  to  discover  beauty  in  vari- 
ous forms  and  to  think  of  it  as  revealing  the  mind  and 
heart  of  God. 

September  1942 — Leaders  Who  Serve  Today 

Purpose:  To  help  boys  and  girls  to  realize  that  men 
fired  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  Jesus  are  living 
among  the  world's  people  as  those  who  serve;  that, 
through  such  personalities,  his  kingdom  and  his  purpose 
still  guide  life  at  its  best. 


MEN'S  WORK 

Florida  Men's  Work 

By  Chester  Shuler,  Winter  Park,  Florida 
A  Men's  Work  organization  was  effected  in  the  Win- 
ter Park  church  on  Oct.  6,  1940,  at  which  time  the  fol- 
lowing general  officers  were  chosen  to  serve  for  one 
year:  president,  Chester  E.  Shuler;  vice-president, 
Merle  Rayman;  secretary-treasurer,  Kenneth  Chambers. 
Included  in  its  membership  are  all  boys  of  intermediate 
age  or  older,  young  men  and  men  of  the  church  and  Sun- 
day school,  so  that  it  is  in  reality  a  father-and-son  or- 
ganization. 

Regular  monthly  meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  each  month,  at  which  time  we  have  a  program, 
a  business  session,  and,  occasionally,  a  social  hour.  We 
have  six  committees  of  two  members  each,  which  serve 
for  three-month  periods — attendance,  finance,  entertain- 
ment, program,  projects  and  refreshment. 

In  March,  we  were  delighted  to  have  our  National 
President  of  Men's  Work,  Bro.  Harl  Russell  of  Marshall- 
town,  Iowa,  visit  us.  He  delivered  a  stirring  address 
and  kindly  helped  us  by  outlining  some  of  the  methods 
used  by  similar  organizations  at  other  places.  In  May 
we  enjoyed  a  Florida  fish  fry,  inasmuch  as  the  meeting 
was  a  social  get-together.  In  June  we  had  a  guest 
speaker,  Bro.  McKinley  Coffman  of  Sebring,  Florida — 


who  spoke  very  interestingly  and  instructively  on  the 
general  subject  of  peace  as  taught  and  practiced  by  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  past,  and  told  of  the  pro- 
visions which  are  now  available  for  conscientious  ob- 
jectors to  military  service,  who  are  drafted  into  such 
service.  We  have  a  number  of  projects  under  way,  and 
plan  a  men's  night  in  the  church  at  some  time  in  the 
near  future. 

Our  young  men  and  boys  have  been  especially  co- 
operative and  helpful  as  well  as  faithful  in  their  at- 
tendance at  meetings,  and  the  general  co-operation  has 
been  very  encouraging.  As  far  as  we  know,  ours  is  the 
only  men's  work  organization  in  Florida  at  this  time, 
but  we  hope  to  hear  of  others  being  formed  in  order 
that  a  district  organization  may  be  effected  later.  We 
should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  other  churches  in  our 
district  that  may  be  contemplating  the  formation  of  a 
men's  work  group. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Prayer 
II.    The  Place  of  Prayer  in  Modern  Life 

Scripture:     Psalm  34:4,  15-17 
Sunday,  September  14 
Note:  See  Study  II  in  Prayer  by  Ellene  Ransom.  Also 
Chapters  II  and  III  in  Prayer  and  Worship  by  Douglass 
Steere. 

I.  What  is  the  situation  with  regard  to  prayer  in  modern 
life? 

Note:  Let  the  group  answer.  The  following  are  sug- 
gestive: 

1.  Some  persons  feel  they  have  too  much  work  to  do 
to  take  time  to  pray.  If  they  do  pray  they  want  to 
make  it  snappy. 

2.  People  are  asking,  "Is  there  anything  to  be  gained 
by  prayer  that  cannot  be  gained  in  any  other  way?" 

3.  There  are  people  today  who  show  by  their  radiant 
lives  that  they  have  prayed  and  have  gained  by  com- 
munion with  God. 
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II.  How  may  we  achieve  more  real  prayer  in  modern 
life? 

1.  Make  it  clear  to  the  person  who  is  too  busy  to  pray 
that  prayer  is  an  attempt  to  get  ourselves  into  active  co- 
operation with  God  where  we  can  be  certain  what  he 
wants  us  to  do  and  where  we  are  made  ready  to  carry 
it  out.  Thus  time  used  in  such  an  effort  may  easily 
expedite  the  work.  One  person  has  said  the  more  work 
he  has  to  do  the  longer  and  more  diligently  he  prays. 

2.  Believe  the  words  of  Jesus,  "If  ye  abide  in  me  and 
my  words  in  you,  ask  whatsoever  ye  will  and  it  shall 
be  done  unto  you"  (John  15:7).  In  prayer  we  test  our 
own  desires  with  the  love-motivated  desire  of  the  Fa- 
ther. Prayer  may  reveal  that  our  desires  are  to  be  real- 
ized at  once  and  we  work  and  live  with  conviction.  It 
may  cause  us  to  see  that  the  realization  will  be  post- 
poned, or  it  may  reveal  the  desires  to  be  wrong  and 
lead  us  to  drop  them.  Prayers  must  be  in  harmony 
with  the  will  of  God  and  man  must  be  willing  to  yield 
to  that  will. 

3.  Experience  proves  that  prayer  changes  people,  and 
it  has  never  been  proved  that  it  does  not  change  things. 
We  now  know  that  the  mind  has  influence  over  the 
health  of  the  body.  Sometime  we  may  understand 
better  how  prayer  may  influence  rain.  We  now  are  be- 
ginning to  understand  how  to  co-operate  with  the  Cre- 
ator in  conserving  moisture.  Closer  fellowship  with 
him  may  reveal  even  deeper  truths. 

4.  Let  each  member  of  the  group  share  with  the  eth- 
ers his  experience  of  real  prayer,  listing  successes  and 
failures  and  reasons  for  each,  if  possible. 

III.  Lei  each  one  resolve  to  become  more  Christian  in 
his  prayer  life,  beginning  now. 


Our  Language  School  at  Baguio 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 
later  to  Baguio,  found  a  few  Chinese  teachers  and 
started  their  study  of  the  language.  What  faith  they 
displayed  in  starting  to  learn  the  language  of  a  country 
whose  doors  were  closed!  But  just  as  the  first  Protes- 
tant missionary  to  China  began  his  study  on  a  little 
island  off  the  China  coast,  so  these  young  folks  had  as- 
surance and  foresight  to  try  a  seemingly  foolish  thing. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  School  of  Chinese  Studies, 
patterned  after  the  college  in  Peking.  Along  with  some 
of  the  students  of  the  Peking  school  there  also  came 
some  of  its  Chinese  teachers  so  that  now  a  complete 
schedule  is  carried  on.  We  are  happy  to  be  part  of  this 
venture  in  which  God's  blessing  has  been  manifest. 
Baguio,  Philippine  Islands. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Columbus  Co-operative  Vacation  Bible  School 

The  Co-operative  Brethren  church  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
held  its  daily  vacation  Bible  school  from  July  7  to  18. 
This  was  the  twelfth  consecutive  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  we  have  conducted  here.  As  in  former  years  our 
school  this  year  was  very  successful.  The  total  enroll- 
ment was  114,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  100. 
We  were  well  pleased  with  the  regular  attendance 
throughout  the  two  weeks'  session. 

On  the  last  Friday  evening,  July  18,  the  school  held 
its  closing  exercises,  the  church  being  well  filled  with 
the  parents  and  friends  of  the  children.     A  display  of 


the  work  accomplished  by  the  pupils  was  arranged  by 
classes  on  the  tables  in  the  primary  rooms.  Fourteen 
earnest  and  faithful  workers,  including  Miss  Mildred 
Etter  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  assisted  the  pastor  in  conducting 
this  school. 

Our  vacation  Bible  school  is  always  a  big  event  in 
our  church  activities  and  is  one  of  the  best  means  of 
Christian  service  to  our  church  community.  Not  only 
do  the  children  plan  on  the  Bible  school  from  one  year 
to  the  next,  but  the  parents  as  well.  We  always  appre- 
ciate the  prayers  and  financial  aid  from  all  who  make 
the  work  possible  here  in  Columbus. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  D.  R.  Murray. 


Record  Set  at  Bethany  Hospital 

During  the  month  of  July  281  patients  were  cared  for 
at  Bethany  Hospital.  Up  to  that  time  the  greatest  num- 
ber during  any  one  month  had  been  199. 

Anyone  who  is  familiar  with  the  accommodations  at 
the  hospital  will  realize  how  crowded  it  was  with  sev- 
enty-four patients  in  it  at  one  time.  It  was  necessary 
to  put  two  beds  in  some  of  the  rooms  that  have  been 
used  for  single  occupancy  and  others  that  had  been 
used  for  offices  and  other  purposes  were  used  for  pa- 
tients. 

For  a  good  many  years  generous  groups  and  indi- 
viduals have  sent  canned  vegetables  and  fruits  to  the 
hospital.  Empty  jars  are  sent  out  as  requested.  This 
year  there  were  requests  for  over  three  thousand  empty 
jars.    Only  about  fifteen  hundred  are  available. 

The  patronage  during  recent  months  and  special  gifts 
of  individuals  interested  in  the  work  of  the  hospital 
have  helped  to  improve  the  financial  position.  Over 
ninety  per  cent  of  the  bond  holders  have  agreed  to  re- 
duce the  rate  of  interest  on  bonds  to  three  per  cent,  can- 
cel all  interest  back  of  March  1940,  and  extend  the  ma- 
turity date  of  the  bonds  to  1945.  Several  people  have 
canceled  all  or  part  of  the  bonds  which  they  held.  Back 
salaries  to  all  employees  have  been  paid  as  agreed  upon. 

The  Venetian  blinds  contributed  by  the  women's 
auxiliary  and  other  women's  groups  have  been  installed 
and  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  and  comfort  of  the 
building. 

Elgin,  111.  C.  H.  Shamberger. 


Nebraska  Family  Camp 

The  fifth  Nebraska  family  camp  was  held  in  Horky's 
Park  at  Crete,  Nebr.,  Aug.  4-9,  1941. 

There  were  twenty-six  adults,  forty-four  young  peo- 
ple, and  eight  children  who  took  full-time  class  work. 
The  total  registration  was  one  hundred  and  thirty. 
Through  the  splendid  co-operation  of  the  churches  of 
Nebraska,  the  camp  was  self-supporting. 

The  camp  leaders  were  as  follows:  Adults — W.  W. 
Peters,  president  of  McPherson  College,  McPherson, 
Kans.,  and  Paul  K.  Brandt,  pastor  of  the  South  Beatrice 
church  near  Holmesville,  Nebr.;  young  people — Milton 
C.  and  Charlotte  Early,  pastors  of  the  First  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  Omaha,  Nebr.;  children — Mrs.  Neil 
Shepherd  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Mease  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.  Lead- 
ers active  in  all  of  the  groups  were  Kurtis  Naylor,  na- 
tional young  people's  worker  of  Holyrood,  Kans.,  and 
Eliza  B.  Miller,  missionary  to  India  for  forty  years,  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa.    Those  in  charge  of  the  music  and  the 
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recreational  program  were  Leta  Beckner  of  Holmes- 
ville,  Nebr.,  and  Kurtis  Naylor.  Miss  Leta  Wine,  End- 
ers,  Nebr.,  had  charge  of  the  vesper  hour.  Swigart  F. 
Miller,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  served  as  the  camp  director  and  business  man- 
ager. 

On  Friday  at  the  business  meeting,  Milton  C.  Early 
was  chosen  to  act  as  the  camp  director  in  1942. 

Throughout  the  entire  camp,  a  spirit  of  genuine  fel- 
lowship and  deep  interest  was  manifested  by  the  vari- 
ous ages  present.  May  the  Nebraska  family  camp  con- 
tinue   to    do    its    part    in    building    a    Christian    world. 

Beatrice,  Nebr.  Pearl  Miller,  Registrar. 


Reunion-Dedication  Service 

July  4  marked  a  memorable  occasion  for  the  Chil- 
dren's Home  located  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  when  many  friends, 
neighbors,  and  children  who  have  been  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  the  Home,  as  well  as  the  forty  children  who 
are  there  at  present,  met  for  a  reunion-dedication  serv- 
ice. 

A  much-needed  addition  to  the  Home  was  recently 
completed.  The  first  floor  of  this  building  provides  a 
recreation  room,  while  the  second  floor  has  two  large 
bedrooms,  a  bathroom  and  several  wardrobes  or  clothes 
rooms.  Much  of  the  furniture  and  equipment  has  been 
donated. 

With  Bro.  H.  M.  Stover  of  Waynesboro,  president  of 
the  board  of  trustees,  presiding  at  the  meeting,  the  chil- 
dren now  in  the  Home  presented  a  splendid  program  of 
songs  and  recitations  under  the  guidance  of  Sister 
Josephine  Newcomer.  Readings  and  recitations  were 
given  by  a  number  of  children  who  are  now  living  in 
foster  homes.  The  speaker  of  the  afternoon  was  Rev. 
A.  C.  Hoover,  superintendent  of  the  Milton  Wright  Me- 
morial Home,  located  at  Kauffman's  Station.  His  well- 
delivered  and  helpful  address  was  based  on  the  subject, 
Child  Rights.  He  gave  all  present  much  food  for  seri- 
ous thought  regarding  our  responsibility  in  helping  to 
care  for  helpless,  dependent  children  whose  homes  have 
been  broken  for  various  reasons. 

Our  Home,  located  at  630  S.  Hanover  St.,  Carlisle,  Pa., 
is  maintained  largely  by  liberal  donations  from  the  con- 
gregations of  the  Southern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 
Many  contributions  are  also  received  from  residents  and 
business  establishments  of  Carlisle  and  vicinity. 

The  business  interests  of  the  Home  are  vested  in  a 
board  of  trustees,  seven  in  number,  elected  by  the  dis- 
trict. Sister  Frances  Leiter,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  is  execu- 
tive secretary.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  M.  Newcomer  are 
in  charge  of  the  Home. 

Mechanicsburg,  Pa.  Mrs.  Henry  L.  Miller. 


North  Dakota  and  Eastern  Montana  Young  People's 
Conference 

The  young  people  had  their  conference  immediately 
following  the  general  assembly  as  is  our  custom.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  was  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sun- 
day, June  28  and  29,  at  Carrington,  N.  Dak. 

The  theme  of  our  program  was  Security  With  Christ. 
The  address  topics  were  sub-themes  of  the  general  topic, 
making  a  unified,  well-rounded  program.  The  principal 
addresses,  given  by  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger,  our  con- 
ference guest  speaker,  were  entitled  Finding  My  Place 


in  Christ's  Plan,  The  Place  of  Christians  in  National  De- 
fense, I  Will  Build  My  Church,  and  Values  Worth  De- 
fending. 

Miss  Mabel  Long  of  Carrington  acted  as  chorister 
until  the  arrival  of  our  chorister,  Grace  Sheets,  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Carrington,  Surrey  and  Poplar  Valley 
were  represented  by  special  music  during  the  B.  Y.  P. 
D.  progfam. 

Saturday  night  Bro.  Bittinger  showed  his  pictures  of 
Africa  which  were  enlightening  to  us  and  greatly  appre- 
ciated. A  missionary  offering  was  taken  following  the 
pictures. 

At  the  business  meeting  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  following  year:  Eunice  Swank,  presi- 
dent; Gwendolyn  Jones,  vice-president;  Naomi  Harris, 
secretary;  Eugene  Swank,  treasurer;  Wallace  Thomas, 
chorister. 

The  Sunday  services  were  well  attended  by  young 
people  and  adults  alike,  each  attendant  feeling  that  he 
was  greatly  privileged  to  hear  one  as  accomplished  and 
talented  as  Bro.  Bittinger  frequently  throughout  the 
whole  district  conference. 

Following  the  Sunday  afternoon  address,  a  farewell 
luncheon  was  served  without  charge  to  everyone  and 
our  president,  Wilburn  Lewallyn,  officially  closed  the 
conference  with  a  few  appropriate  remarks  and  dismis- 
sal. 


Poplar,  Mont. 


Eunice  Swank. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Buffenmyer-Henderson. — Luke  H.  Buffenmyer  and  Nelle  Hen- 
derson, both  of  Newport,  Pa.,  by  Rev.  Carl  A.  Honeycutt  at  Win- 
chester, Va.,  April  19,  1941. — Luke  H.  Buffenmyer,  Newport,  Pa. 

Burris-Buffenmyer. — Vic  Burris  of  Cocolamus,  Pa.,  and  Ruth 
Buffenmyer  of  Bunkertown,  Pa.,  May  31,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed, at  Newport,  Pa. — Luke  H.  Buffenmyer,  Newport,  Pa. 

Carrier-Shellon. — By  the  undersigned,  at  his  home,  Aug.  2r 
1941,  Joe  Carrier  and  June  Shelton,  both  of  Hydro,  Okla.— Albert 
Williams,    Thomas,    Okla. 

Kermode-Lemons. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Er- 
nest Kermode  and  Treva  Lemons,  both  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
June  26,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — G.  O.  Stutsman,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Minear-Dobbins. — Floyd  Loren  Minear  of  Ashland,  Oreg.,  and 
Ruby  Helen  Dobbins  of  Talent,  Oreg.,  June  15,  1941,  at  Ashland, 
by  the  undersigned. — Ernest  J.  Wine,  Ashland,  Oreg. 

Plank-DeFreese. — By  the  undersigned  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  sister  in  Elkhart,  May  24,  1941,  Wendell  Plank  and  Vir- 
ginia DeFreese,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind.— G.  W.  Phillips,  Elkhart, 
Ind. 

Sieber-Shallenberger. — Mr.  Edwin  Sieber  of  Thompsontown, 
Pa.,  and  Sister  Anna  Shallenberger  of  McAlisterville,  Pa.,  Aug. 
12,  1941,  by  the  undersigned  at  the  Bunkertown  Church  of  the 
Brethren. — C.  E.  Grapes,  Greencastle,  Pa. 

Weaver-Rogers. — Welcome  I.  Weaver  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
Adah  Ruth  Rogers  of  New  Carlisle,  Ind.,  in  the  Community 
church  at  New  Carlisle,  June  28,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — I.  E. 
Weaver,  Huntington,  Ind. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Armantrout,  Samantha  Ellen,  wife  of  Reuben  Armantrout,  de- 
parted this  life  on  April  22,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Courter,  Ind. 
She  had  been  in  failing  health  since  last  August,  but  the  immedi- 
ate cause  of  her  death  was  paralysis.  Mrs.  Armantrout,  who  was 
a  lifelong  resident  of  the  Courter  community,  was  born  in  Rich- 
land Township  on  April  3,  1879,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Fair  English.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Arman- 
trout on  Aug.  20,  1897.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren   when    a   young   woman    and    was    very    strong   in   her 
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faith.  Her  happiest  moments  were  when  she  could  do  or  give 
something  to  others.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  her 
husband  and  three  daughters.  A  son  died  in  1930,  and  three  sis- 
ters also  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Mexico  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Brethren  Frank  Fisher 
and  Harley  Fisher  in  charge.  Interment  was  in  the  Greenlawn 
cemetery  at  Mexico. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico,  Ind. 

Armenfroul,  Elizabeth  Ann,  was  born  Feb.  9,  1859,  and  died 
July  6,  1941.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Greenmount  congrega- 
tion. Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Melrose  church  by 
Bro.  S.  L.  Garber.  The  text  was  taken  from  Rev.  4:13.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Bethel  cemetery. — Effie  S.  Wampler,  Har- 
risonburg,  ya. 

Billinger,  Laura  Grace,  widow  of  Daniel  B.  Bittinger,  died  on 
July  30,  1941,  aged  eighty-nine  years,  at  the  Sollenberger  home. 
Mrs.  Bittinger  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  Surviving  are  a  foster  ■  daughter,  ten 
grandchildren  and  thirty  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Fourth  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren  with 
Brethren  M.  B.  Mentzer  and  C.  E.  Grapes  officiating.  Burial  was 
in  the  Brown  Mill  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  George  Haldeman, 
Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Cain,  Alice  Nusbaum,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Keedy  of 
Keedysville,  Md.,  Aug.  26,  1865,  passed  from  this  life  in  the  home 
of  her  daughter  at  Enid,  Okla..  July  31,  1941.  On  Dec.  22,  1885. 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Simon  Nusbaum,  who  passed  away 
in  1922.  The  first  place  of  Sister  Cain's  residence  after  mar- 
riage was  in  Illinois.  Later  she  and  her  husband  came  to  New- 
ton, Kans.,  and  then  to  Hutchinson,  locating  near  Darlow,  where 
they  remained  for  sixteen  years.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  she 
united  in  fellowship  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  re- 
mained faithful  until  death.  She  was  a  helpless  invalid  for 
more  than  three  years,  but  she  bore  her  suffering  with  grace 
and  much  patience.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
"Pleasant  View  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Aug.  2  by  the  writer; 
;burial  was  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — E.  E.  Barnhart,  Hutchin- 
son, Kans. 

Dove,  James,  died  at  his  home  near  Daphna,  Va.t  after  an  ill- 
mess  of  several  months.  He  was  sixty-five  years  of  age.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Greenmount  congregation.  Surviving  are  his 
wife,  five  daughters  and  three  sons.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  home  by  Bro.  Charles  Carr.  Interment  was  made 
in  the  Zion  cemetery  near  Daphna. — Effie  S.  Wampler,  Harrison- 
burg, Va. 

Eller,  Susan  B.,  was  born  Mar.  30,  1872,  and  departed  this  life 
on  Mar.  31,  1941,  at  her  home  in  St.  Thomas,  Pa.  She  had  been 
in  failing  health  for  the  past  year,  but  became  critically  ill  a 
few  -weeks  preceding  her  death.  She  lived  a  beautiful  Christian 
life.  For  a  number  of  years  she  was  superintendent  of  the  cradle 
roll  department  of  Brandt's  Sunday  school.  She  was  the  wife  of 
a  deacon  and  she  played  an  active  part  in  that  place.  She  will 
"be  missed  by  the  church  and  those  who  lived  about  her.  Those 
of  the  family  who  survive  are  her  husband,  Bro.  Harry  Etter,  one 
•son,  two  daughters,  and  four  grandchildren.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  Brethren  M.  B.  Mentzer  and  Edgar  Landis  at 
the  Brandt's  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  St.  Thomas  cemetery,  St.  Thomas,  Pa. — Martha  E.  Meyers, 
Chambersburg,   Pa. 

Garber,  Anna,  daughter  of  the  late  Johnston  and  Sara  Lane, 
•was  born  Sept.  5,  1869,  and  departed  this  life,  Aug.  8,  1941,  at  her 
home  near  Washington,  Pa.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Samuel  R.  Garber,  two  children,  two  grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  her  home  on 
Aug.  11  by  the  Rev.  John  Teyssier,  Presbyterian  minister,  as- 
sisted by  the  writer.  The  Rev.  Calvin  French,  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Forgie,  Methodist  minister,  also 
shared  in  the  service.  Burial  was  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at 
Clyde.  Sister  Garber  was  a  lifelong  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Ten  Mile  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Marianna. — G.  L.  Baker, 
Marianna,  Pa. 

Garst,  Alice  E.,  was  born  in  Douglas  County,  Kans.,  on  July  10, 
1876,  and  died  at  the  home  of  a  daughter  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  on 
Aug.  7,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Shivery 
and  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Samuel  S.  Garst  on  Dec.  24,  1894.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
daughters,  one  son,  two  grandchildren  and  one  brother.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age  and  lived 
true  to  this  faith  until  the  end.  On  Aug.  9  funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  Fresno  by  Eld.  S.  B.  Hoover  of  Waterford, 
Calif.— S.  S.  Garst,  Waterford,  Calif. 

Heckman,  Laura  Mae,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Everding  Benton,  was  born  May  11,  1877,  near  Lewisburg, 
Ohio.  She  was  married  on  Sept.  7,  1902,  to  Abraham  L.  Heck- 
man. Their  home  was  graced  with  nine  children,  two  of  whom 
preceded  her  in  death.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
sons,  four  daughters,  four  grandchildren  and  three  sisters.  In 
her  childhood  she  was  confirmed  in  the  United  Lutheran  church. 
On  April  19,  1937,  she  transferred  her  membership  to  the  Eaton 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  which  fellowship  she  was  very  happy 
and  faithful  unto  death.  She  enjoyed  public  worship  and  at- 
tended services  when  able  to  do  so.  She  worshiped  with  us  for 
the  last  time  on  July  13.  Her  spirit  winged  its  upward  way  on 
July  15,  1941.  Her  going  has  left  an  emptiness  in  our  hearts, 
our  homes  and   our  church.     She  was  a  faithful  companion,   a 


loving  mother  and  a  helpful  neighbor.  The  funeral  service  was 
conducted  on  July  19  at  the  Eaton  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Bur- 
ial was  in  the  Lexington  cemetery.— Frank  Eby,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 

Heistand,  Christian,  died  May  29,  1941,  at  his  home  near  Man- 
heim.  Pa.,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  three  daughters  and  five  sons.  Services  were  held  in  the 
Chiques  church  by  the  home  brethren,  assisted  by  Eld.  S.  S. 
Eshelman.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Susan  M. 
Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Hilton,  Addison,  died  June  28,  1941,  at  the  Neffsville  Brethren 
Home,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  three  months  and  fourteen  days. 
He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  six  years  ago.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  shortly  before  he  united  with  the 
church.  He  is  survived  by  one  son,  five  daughters,  one  sister, 
one  brother  and  a  number  of  grandchildren.  Services  were  con- 
ducted at  Beck's  funeral  home  at  Manheim,  Pa.,  by  Brethren  D. 
S.  Myer,  Graybill  Hershey  and  J.  N.  Cassel.  Interment  was  in 
Kauffman's  Mennonite  cemetery.— Susan  M.  Cassel,  Manheim, 
Pa. 

Johnson,  Martha  Ellen,  was  born  June  6,  1861,  and  died  in  the 
Constantine  hospital  July  21,  1941.  Death  resulted  from  injuries 
received  when  she  was  struck  by  a  car  while  crossing  the  road  to 
go  into  the  church  yard  of  the  Florence  church.  She  was  born 
at  Enterprise,  Ohio,  but  moved  to  Bluffton,  Ind.,  where  she  lived 
until  she  came  with  her  family  to  this  community  in  1919.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  now  eighty-five  years  old,  one  son, 
three  daughters,  ten  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  Florence 
church,  of  which  she  was  a  charter  member,  being  baptized 
twelve  years  ago,  two  years  before  the  church  was  organized. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  ever  since.  She  was  loved  by  all 
who  knew  her  and  will  be  greatly  missed.— George  S.  Sherck, 
Constantine.  Mich. 

Kinsey,  Malinda  M.,  born  Jan.  8,  1868,  died  July  23,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  niece.  One  brother  and  one  sister  survive. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  Thomas  Patrick  at  the 
Hanoverdale  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Interment  was  in  the 
adjoining  cemetery.— Irene  K.   Frysinger,   Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Kinsley,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Christina  Kurtz,  was 
born  on  July  22,  1867,  and  passed  away  on  July  8,  1941.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Henry  J.  Kinsley  on  July  22,  1888. 
Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  six  years  ago.  All  who 
knew  Sister  Hannah  knew  that  she  had  one  of  the  finest  and 
sweetest  dispositions  anyone  ever  possessed.  She  was  always  re- 
served, quiet,  and  patient.  For  more  than  fifty-four  years  Sis- 
ter Kinsley  was  a  member  of  the  East  Nimishillen  congregation. 
Her  life  was  one  of  loyalty,  hard  work,  and  faithfulness  to  the 
church,  in  which  she  loved  so  much  to  serve.  One  of  the  unique 
capacities  in  which  she  served  was  that  of  making  the  prayer 
coverings  for  the  women.  She  took  care  of  this  work  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Her  death  was  caused  by  the  aftereffects  of  flu, 
which  affected  her  heart.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  daugh- 
ters, two  of  whom  have  preceded  her  into  the  other  world.  She 
leaves  behind  to  mourn  her  departure  one  daughter,  two  grand- 
children, two  great-grandchildren  and  five  sisters.— Elden  M. 
Perry,  North  Canton,  Ohio. 

Layman,  Samuel  D.,  died  Aug.  3,  1941,  at  the  Rockingham  Me- 
morial hospital  in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  after  an  illness  of  several 
months.  He  was  aged  seventy-one  years,  four  months  and  two 
days.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Reuben  and  Rebecca  Hoover 
Layman.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Linville  Creek  congregation. 
Surviving  are  his  wife,  Etta  Moyers  Layman,  one  daughter,  two 
sons,  four  sisters  and  five  grandchildren.  The  funeral  was  held 
from  the  Bethel  church  in  Mayland,  with  the  writer  in  charge, 
assisted  by  Brethren  Joseph  W.  Miller  and  C.  E.  Nair.  Interment 
-was  made  in  the  Bethel  cemetery  adjoining  the  church- 
Samuel   D.   Lindsay,   Timberville,   Va. 

McFarland,  Charles  Robert,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  Aug.  22,  1860.  He  died  in  a  hospital  in  Tulare,  Calif.,  June 
30,  1941.  His  wife,  Lydia,  preceded  him  in  death  in  November 
1936.  To  them  had  been  born  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living.  When  a  young  man  he  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  continued  a  faithful  member  until 
his  death.  He  had  hoped  to  attend  the  Conference  in  La  Verne 
in  June  1941,  but  his  health  would  not  permit.  In  1897  he 
moved  from  Ohio  to  North  Dakota  with  his  family.  In  1907  they 
came  to  California.  Since  1929  he  had  made  his  home  with  his 
youngest  son  at  Waukena,  Calif.  The  funeral  was  held  at  Han- 
ford,  with  burial  by  the  side  of  his  wife  in  the  Oak  Grove  ceme- 
tery west  of  Laton,  Calif.— C.  L.   McFarland,   Orange,   Calif. 

Moyers,  Joel,  was  born  Mar.  30,  1868,  and  died  June  21,  1941. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Greenmount  congregation.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  S.  L.  Garber,  assisted  by  Bro. 
J.  D.  Glick.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Mt.  Zion  cemetery. — 
Effie  S.  Wampler,  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Partch,  Henry  Homer,  was  born  at  Damascus,  Oreg.,  July  15, 
1901,  and  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Outlook,  Wash.,  on  July  19, 
1941.  He  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  for  a  year  and  seven 
months.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  the  Outlook  and  Sunny- 
side  districts  and  was  graduated  from  the  Sunnyside  high  school 
in  1923.  He  graduated  from  Whitman  College  in  1927.  On  Aug. 
25,  1927,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mildred  A.  Mearns.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  sons.    After  their  marriage  they  moved 
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to  Ingomar,  Mont.,  where  he  taught  school.  In  1928  they  moved 
to  the  Outlook  district,  where  he  taught  in  the  high  school  for 
six  years,  until  it  was  moved  to  Sunnyside.  Then  he  started 
farming  and  continued  in  that  business  until  his  illness.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 
He  loved  to  sing,  and  many  of  his  happiest  hours  were  spent  in 
singing  the  old  hymns  of  the  church.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  two  sons,  his  parents,  three  brothers  and  five  sisters. 
He  was  preceded  in  death  by  one  sister.  During  his  illness  he 
was  sustained  by  Isa.  26:3.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Outlook(  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by 
Brethren  C.  A.  Wagner  and  Paul  H.  Longenecker. — B.  J.  Fike, 
Glenwood,  Wash. 

Quann,  Chester  Larry,  was  born  Sept.  28,  1940,  and  died  Aug.  6, 
1941,  after  a  short  illness  at  the  Washington  hospital  in  Freder- 
icksburg, Va.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  Quann. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  one  brother  and  three  sisters.  Al- 
though only  ten  months  old,  he  went  to  Sunday  school  regu- 
larly. Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Hollywood  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  Aug.  7  and  were  conducted  by  Rev.  George 
Chambers.  Burial  was  in  the  church  cemetery.  He  has  gone  on 
to  heaven,  but  will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  ones  who  loved  him 
so   dearly. — Mr.    and    Mrs.    Irvin    Quann,    Fredericksburg,    Va. 

Ringer,  Mary  Ellen  Mort,  wife  of  Elisha  Ringer,  died  at  her 
home  near  Maple  Glen  on  June  1,  1941,  aged  seventy-eight  years, 
nine  months  and  five  days.  She  had  been  ill  for  several  years. 
She  was  born  in  Elk  Lick  Township  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Ann  Maria  Miller  Mort.  She  and  Mr.  Ringer 
were  married  Jan.  1,  1881,  and  for  more  than  fifty  of  their  sixty 
years  of  married  life  they  had  made  their  home  in  this  district, 
where  Mr.  Ringer  engaged  in  farming.  For  many  years  she  had 
been  a  faithful  and  devout  member  of  the  Maple  Glen  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  five  daughters 
and  two  sons.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  June  3  by  Bro.  A. 
Jay  Replogle,  pastor  of  the  Maple  Glen  church,  and  Rev.  J.  S. 
Shannon,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church,  Confluence,  Pa.  Inter- 
ment was  in  the  St.  Paul  cemetery,  Addison  Township. — Ruth 
Lohr,  Springs,  Pa. 

Shamberger,  Donald  Edwin,  son  of  David  and  Oma  Sham- 
berger,  was  born  near  Oroville,  Wash.,  on  March  16,  1928.  He 
passed  away  on  Aug.  5,  1941.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  early 
homegoing  his  father,  mother,  one  brother,  a  grandmother  and 
grandfather,  a  number  of  uncles,  aunts  and  cousins,  and  a  host 
of  friends.  He  spent  all  of  his  life  in  the  Oroville  community, 
except  two  short  periods  which  were  spent  in  Oregon  in  1928  and 
1932.  Though  of  a  more  or  less  quiet  nature,  Donald  was  inter- 
ested in  sports  such  as  swimming  and  basketball.  His  many 
school  friends  will  miss  his  lovable  personality.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful attendant  at  church  and  fulfilled  the  scriptural  injunction  to 
obey  parents  and  honor  them.  His  death  resulted  from  a  serious 
accident.  The  last  hours  of  his  life  were  marked  by  patient 
suffering.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Ellisforde  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Aug.  8,  with  the  pastor,  Bro.  Clement  Bont- 
rager,  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  C.  V.  Stern.  Interment  was  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Clement  Bontrager, 
Tonasket,  Wash. 

Shue,  Lizzie,  wife  of  Bro.  Allen  R.  Shue,  died  May  25,  1941,  at 
the  general  hospital  in  Lancaster.  She  and  her  companion  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  spring  of  1907  and  she 
lived  a  faithful  Christian  life  until  the  end.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  three  daughters,  seven  grandchildren,  one  brother 
and  three  sisters.  Services  were  conducted  at  her  late  home  by 
Brethren  Milton  and  Graybill  Hershey.  Interment  was  in  Longe- 
necker's  cemetery. — Susan  M.  Cassel,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Uber,  Charles  Edgar,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Uber,  was 
born  June  17,  1920,  and  died  July  24,  1941,  at  the  family  resi- 
dence in  Mount  Pleasant.  He  was  injured  in  an  auto-truck  ac- 
cident four  years  ago.  He  spent  many  months  in  hospitals  and 
suffered  a  great  deal.  Life  was  dear  to  him  and  he  fought 
courageously  to  live,  but  as  his  sufferings  became  more  critical 
and  the  pain  excruciating  he  prayed  that  Jesus  would  take  him 
and  save  him  from  his  distress.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Church  of  the  Brethren,  -where  the  funeral  services 
were  held,  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  writer.  Interment  was 
in  the  Greenlick  cemetery. — F.  A.  Myers,  Connellsville,  Pa. 

Wagner,  Sarah  Anna,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Wagner, 
died  June  12,  1941,  after  a  very  brief  illness.  She  was  just  nine 
years  old  but  her  absence  is  keenly  felt  not  only  in  her  own 
family  but  among  her  relatives  and  friends.  In  addition  to  her 
parents,  two  brothers  also  survive.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  Hanoverdale  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren 
Phares  Forney  of  East  Petersburg  and  U.  L.  Gingrich  of  Han- 
overdale. Burial  took  place  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Irene 
K.  Frysinger,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Wenger,  Cathren  McCloud,  was  born  on  Sept.  27,  1859,  and  died 
June  29,  1941.  On  Dec.  3,  1876,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Samuel  R.  Wenger.  She  and  her  husband  joined  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  fifty-eight  years  ago.  Two  years  later  they  were 
called  to  the  office  of  deacon.  With  the  exception  of  a  year  or 
two  when  they  resided  in  another  congregation,  she  and  her 
husband  endeavored  to  serve  the  Conestoga  congregation  as  long 
as  physical  conditions  permitted.  Their  home  was  blessed  with 
nine  children.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  seven  children, 
twenty-six  grandchildren,  twenty-three  great-grandchildren  and 
three  great-great-grandchildren.    During  the  last  four  years  she 


made  her  home  with  her  oldest  daughter.  Funeral  services, 
which  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  Will  E.  Glasmire,  were  held  at 
Carpenter's  church,  with  interment  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — 
Minnie  M.  Myer,  Leola,  Pa. 

Wise.  John  A.,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  24, 
1876,  and  departed  this  life  on  July  19,  1941.  He  was  a  son  of  the 
late  Daniel  Wise  and  a  grandson  of  Eld.  John  Wise  of  Conway 
Springs,  Kans.  He  was  married  on  Sept.  4,  1908,  to  Daisy  Peter- 
son. To  this  union  were  born  two  sons,  who  survive  him,  with 
a  brother  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Paul  Thompson.  Interment  was  in  the  Conway 
Springs   cemetery. — Amos   O.   Brubaker,   Conway    Springs,   Kans. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Illinois 

Camp  Creek. — We  have  been  thankful  for  the  presence  of 
Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  who  conducted  the  revival 
meeting  in  July.  They  did  splendid  work  throughout  their  stay 
here.  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  Alley  accommodated  them  by 
making  them  welcome  at  their  home  during  the  two  weeks. 
Four  people  were  baptized,  the  baptism  taking  place  in  the 
Christian  church  at  Colchester,  111.,  since  our  church  has  no 
baptistry.  A  business  meeting  was  held  after  church  on  Aug. 
10.  A  delegate,  Bro.  Burdette  Wetzel,  was  chosen  to  be  sent  to 
the  Brethren  conference  which  will  be  held  at  Astoria,  111., 
during  the  week  end  of  Aug.  23.  Our  home-coming  is  to  be  held 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  October.  An  eleven  o'clock  service, 
basket  dinner,  and  a  two  o'clock  service  is  the  plan  of  program 
for  that  day. — Harriet  Wetzel,  Tennessee,  111.,  Aug.  11. 

Indiana 

Ladoga. — At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  July  5  satisfac- 
tory reports  were  given  by  the  different  departments  of  the 
church,  Sunday  school  and  aid  work.  Eld.  Lewis  Deardorff  was 
chosen  to  serve  us  for  another  year  as  pastor.  In  addition  to  his 
scriptural  sermons,  we  have  enjoyed  some  other  able  discourses 
from  visiting  Brethren  ministers.  Bro.  Ellis  Wagoner  of  Dar- 
lington, Ind.,  was  the  speaker  on  Mother's  Day,  while  Ella  Dear- 
dorff filled  his  pulpit.  Brethren  R.  H.  Miller  of  N.  Manchester, 
Daniel  L.  Miller  and  John  E.  Stoner  of  Bloomington,  and  Rev. 
Lester  Swoverland  of  the  Disciple  church,  have  given  us  sermons 
that  were  helpful  and  much  appreciated.  The  church  and  our 
aid  society  are  working  for  relief  and  for  the  Civilian  Service 
camp   in   Lagro. — Lina   N.   Stoner,  Ladoga,   Ind.,   Aug.   12. 

La  Porte. — We  held  our  quarterly  council  meeting  on  Aug.  6 
with  Bro.  Ben  R.  Cross  officiating.  Officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  elected.  Bro.  Kenneth  W.  Murphy  was  re-elected  pastor, 
and  Bro.  Ben  Cross,  elder.  Bro.  Nathan  B.  Cross  and  wife 
were  selected  as  delegates  to  district  meeting.  The  aid  society 
gave  a  supper  and  sponsored  games  on  the  church  lawn  on  the 
evening  of  July  17;  they  invited  the  men  to  join  them  in  this  so- 
cial. Some  of  the  young  people  attended  Camp  Mack.  We  held 
our  Sunday-school  picnic  at  the  park  on  the  4th  of  July.  The- 
church  called  to  the  ministry  Bro.  J.  Herbert  Zook,  and  licensed 
him  for  one  year.  Bro.  Ervin  Weaver  from  North  Liberty  filled! 
the  pulpit  here  on  July  27.  Bro.  Mark  R.  Burner  from  Preston, 
Minn.,  will  hold  our  revival  meeting  this  fall,  beginning  Oct.  5. 
We  enjoyed  a  successful  vacation  Bible  school  this  summer. 
There  were  seventy-seven  enrolled  and  an  average  attendance 
of  forty-six.  We  appreciated  the  loyal  group  of  teachers  and 
helpers.  At  the  close  of  the  school  we  had  open  house  and  a  pro- 
gram for  the  parents  and  friends. — Mrs.  Nathan  B.  Cross,  La 
Porte,   Ind.,   Aug.   9. 

Middlebury. — Our  annual  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was 
held  on  May  21  in  the  basement  of  the  church  with  Mrs.  Allen 
Weldy  as  the  guest  speaker.  On  May  15  Middlebury  and  Pleas- 
ant Valley  held  a  joint  communion  at  Pleasant  Valley;  it  was 
very  well  attended.  On  June  1  Rev.  Arthur  Dodge  of  Spencer, 
Ohio,  preached  our  morning  sermon;  there  was  no  evening  serv- 
ice as  many  of  our  members  went  to  Camp  Mack  for  the  after- 
noon and  evening.  Bro.  Kenneth  Long  preached  the  morning 
sermon  on  June  8.  June  29  was  observed  as  children's  day.  On 
July  6  Bro.  Harold  Miller  of  the  Union  Center  church  deliv- 
ered the  morning  sermon.  Brother  and  Sister  Long  were  gone 
several  Sundays  to  attend  Conference  and  visit  friends  and  rela- 
tives on  the  way.  Sister  Long  was  our  Conference  delegate. 
The  Longs  have  resigned  their  pastorate  at  Middlebury  and  the 
church  has  extended  a  call  to  Bro.  Harold  Miller.  Six  of  our 
intermediate  boys  and  girls  went  to  Camp  Mack  this  year.  On 
the  first  Sunday  of  every  month  each  class  takes  an  offering  for 
relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  After  the  Sunday- 
school  hour  a  consecration  service  is  held  and  all  put  their  of- 
ferings together.  At  our  July  council  meeting  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Alvin  Steele  was  elected 
general  superintendent  and  Sister  Lois  Brandeberry  the  junior 
superintendent.  Sisters  Leta  Corsan  and  Wilma  Nihart  are 
delegates  to  district  meeting. — Gladys  Schrock,  Goshen,  Ind., 
Aug.  9. 

Spring  Creek. — Brethren  J.  O.  Winger  and  Leo  Miller  were 
with  us  at  our  business  meeting.  We  renewed  our  contract  with 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Moyne  Landis,  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  will  have  been  with  us  twenty-five  years.     Bro.  George 
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Snell  represented  us  at  Annual  Conference.  The  interior  of  our 
church  is  to  be  redecorated.  The  treasurers  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  showed  a  nice  balance  on  hand.  Bro.  Robert 
Sink  will  hold  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  here  beginning  Oct. 
13.  The  communion  service  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  our 
meetings.  Four  letters  have  been  granted.  We  have  had  two 
musical  treats  in  the  last  quarter.  The  one  was  the  men's  and 
women's  quartets  of  Manchester  College  and  the  other  was  a 
Negro  quartet  from  the  Prentiss  Institute  in  Mississippi.  Our 
harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  will  be  on  Sept.  25. — Mrs. 
George  Wirth,  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  Aug.   12. 

Upper  Fall  Creek. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  July  29 
with  Eld.  C.  H.  Hoover  in  charge.  Bro.  Claud  Chandler  and 
Sister  Phoebe  Good  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  the  district  con- 
ference. Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Sept.  20,  followed  by  an  all- 
day  meeting  on  Sunday,  Sept.  21.  Bro.  Arnold  will  speak  in  the 
morning;  at  noon  there  will  be  a  basket  dinner  and  in  the  after- 
noon we  will  have  a  program. — Phoebe  Good,  Middletown,  Ind., 
Aug.    10. 

Walnut. — A  Christian  home  festival  was  held  at  the  church  on 
the  evening  of  May  13  in  place  of  the  usual  mother  and  daughter 
meeting.  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  of  Wakarusa  was  the  guest 
speaker.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe,  and  wife  attended  the 
Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  They  reported  a  most  enjoy- 
able trip.  During  their  absence  Bro.  Cecil  Reed  of  Plymouth 
and  Bro.  Claybaugh  gave  us  some  good  sermons.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  been  sewing  on  relief  work.  On  Sunday,  July  20,  Bro. 
Cripe  was  very  pleasantly  surprised  at  a  dinner  after  church  in 
honor  of  his  birthday.  The  pastors  of  Northern  Indiana  had  an 
exchange  of  pulpits  on  July  27.  Bro.  Cripe  conducted  services  at 
the  Maple  Grove  church  and  Bro.  Russell  Sherman  of  Garrett 
preached  at  this  place.  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Fanning  are 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack  on  August  12-14. 
Rally  day  will  be  observed  on  October  5  and  the  harvest  meet- 
ing, with  a  basket  dinner,  will  be  held  on  October  12.  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger  will  conduct  revival  meetings  here  beginning  on  October 
19.  Our  communion  service  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening, 
Nov.  3. — Mrs.  Ernest  Mowiser,  Tippecanoe,  Ind.,  Aug.  1. 

Iowa 

Salem. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  July  13  with  Bro. 
Charles  Colyn  presiding.  Two  delegates  were  elected  for  our 
coming  district  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Ottumwa  church;  they 
are  Doris  Klenzman  and  Everett  Symonds.  Bro.  Francis  Shene- 
felt  and  wife  and  children  are  working  in  our  church  again  this 
summer  as  summer  pastors.  Bro.  Shenefelt  plans  to  hold  one 
week  of  evangelistic  meetings  at  the  close  of  his  summer's  work. 
The  meetings  will  start  Aug.  10  and  close  Aug.  17.  We  are 
planning  to  hold  our  love  feast  on  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  24.  The 
men  have  continued  their  men's  work  organization  through  the 
summer  by  meeting  once  a  month  and  having  a  thirty-minute 
study  course.  Our  aid  society  held  their  election  last  week;  Mrs. 
Leo  Wray  was  elected  president  for  the  coming  year.  Mrs.  Wray 
Walter,  the  retiring  president,  served  very  successfully  for  a 
number  of  years.  Mrs.  John  Hettinger  was  elected  as  the  aid 
delegate  to  the  district  meeting. — Mrs.  Raymond  Riley,  Corning, 
Iowa,   Aug.    9. 

Union  Ridge. — On  June  5  we  had  our  regular  business  meeting 
with  Eld.  E.  M.  Frantz  presiding.  Bro.  Leslie  Minnier  and  Sister 
Ada  Murphy  were  chosen  delegates  to  district  meeting.  Our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  well  attended.  Our  father 
and  son  banquet  was  held  on  June  13.  On  June  1  we  held  our 
communion  service  with  about  sixty  present.  The  examination 
sermon  was  delivered  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  W.  Blough.  On 
children's  day  a  short  program  was  given  by  the  children  fol- 
lowing the  Sunday-school  hour.  Immediately  following  this  a 
consecration  service  was  conducted  for  the  parents  and  their 
children.  A  number  of  our  young  people  attended  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  conference  at  the  South  Waterloo  church  on  June  7,  8. 
Our  church  and  community  enjoyed  a  4th  of  July  picnic  at  a 
near-by  creek.  The  ladies'  quartet  of  McPherson  College  was 
with  us  on  July  13.  A  basket  dinner  and  fellowship  were  en- 
joyed following  the  program.  A  peace  offering  is  taken  on  the 
last  Sunday  of  each  month  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
— Mrs.  J.  R.  Allen,  Dumont,  Iowa,  Aug.   17. 

Kansas 

Appanoose. — We  have  been  having  some  outside  speakers  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  %o  relieve  Bro.  J.  M.  Ward,  who  has  been 
the  only  minister  here  for  several  years,  since  Bro.  C.  W.  Shoe- 
maker's ill-health  and  age  have  confined  him  to  his  home.  Bro. 
D.  H.  Heckman  of  Lone  Star  preached  each  Sunday  from  May  18 
until  July  and  has  preached  every  two  weeks  during  July  and 
August.  He  will  close  his  work  here  on  Aug.  24  to  take  up  the 
pastoral  work  in  the  Washington  Creek  church.  On  July  11  we 
were  glad  to  have  Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy  and  wife  of  Stet,  Mo.,  with 
us.  Bro.  Sherfy,  who  is  a  former  Appanoose  boy,  and  his  wife 
were  on  their  way  home  from  the  Annual  Conference,  and 
stopped  to  visit  old  friends  and  relatives.  In  the  evening  he 
spoke  at  the  church,  giving  us  some  echoes  of  the  Conference  and 
of  their  trip  to  the  West.  On  Aug.  3  Prof.  R.  W.  Browning  of 
Lawrence  spoke  to  us  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening  the 
Appanoose  young  people  gave  a  peace  play  entitled  No  Banners 
Flying,  which  was  very  impressive.  We  expect  to  have  an  all- 
day  service  on  Sept.  7,  at  which  time  we  will  bring  our  birthday 
offering,  which  will  go  to  the  support  of  Sister  Ebbert.     We  ex- 


pect to  have  Bro.  L.  H.  Root  of  Topeka  with  us  on  that  day. — 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward,  Pomona,  Kans.,  Aug.  10. 

Gravel  Hill. — The  district  workers'  conference,  with  the  pro- 
gram in  charge  of  Bro.  Lawrence  Lehman  of  Parsons,  was  held 
here  on  July  30.  A  banquet  will  be  held  on  August  13,  at  which 
time  the  mystery  mothers  and  daughters  will  be  revealed.  A 
children's  program.  Steps  Heavenward,  was  given  on  June  22. 
The  district  meeting  of  Southeastern  Kansas  will  be  held  at 
Gravel  Hill  October  24-27.— Clara  Kaufman,  .  Gridley,  Kans., 
July    31. 

Maryland 

Brownsville. — A  special  program  was  given  on  Mother's  Day 
by  the  intermediate  department.  Following  the  program  a 
corsage  of  sweet  peas  was  given  to  every  mother  present.  On 
May  16  our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  at  the 
Rohrersville  community  hall  with  100  present.  The  program, 
centered  around  bells  of  various  kinds,  was  given  by  home  tal- 
ent. We  were  not  represented  at  our  Annual  Conference  because 
of  the  distance;  however,  our  offering  exceeded  that  of  previous 
years.  Children's  day  was  observed  on  June  29.  We  are  happy 
to  congratulate  our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller,  on  receiving  his 
master's  degree  at  Elizabethtown  College.  Our  young  people 
meet  regularly  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Anna  Estella  Jen- 
nings and  are  very  helpful  with  the  worship  services.  We  were 
fortunate  to  have  with  us  at  our  July  women's  meeting  Sister 
Mary  Alice  Engle,  missionary  survivor  of  the  Zamzam.  She  gave 
us  a  very  interesting  description  of  her  experience.  Vacation 
Bible  school  was  held  July  14-25  with  an  enrollment  of  121,  an 
average  attendance  of  94  and  a  missionary  offering  amounting  to 
$12.05.  At  the  close  of  school  a  splendid  program  was  given.  We 
were  well  represented  at  Camp  Peniel.  Our  relief  offering  for 
the  month  of  July  amounted  to  $25.81.  The  parsonage  is  being 
papered  and  painted,  and  the  Home  Builders  class  is  sponsoring 
the  installation  of  a  bathroom.  On  Aug.  3  a  very  impressive 
service  was  held  when  Bro.  Fred  Mervin  Martin  was  installed 
into  the  ministry.  Brethren  David  Petre  and  S.  F.  Spitzer  of 
the  district  ministerial  board  were  present.  Bro.  Petre  deliv- 
ered the  sermon,  Paul  Preaches  Faith  in  Christ.  Our  pastor  is 
holding  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  at  Downsville,  Md.  Bro. 
Mervin  Martin  has  charge  of  the  morning  services  at  Browns- 
ville. We  are  planning  for  a  number  of  our  members  to  attend 
the  regional  conference  at  Bridgewater. — Blanche  D.  Martin, 
Brunswick,  Md.,  Aug.  17. 

Flower  Hill. — Our  revival  began  July  27  and  continued  until 
Aug.  10,  with  Bro.  Jesse  Ziegler  as  the  pastor-evangelist.  He 
preached  fifteen  inspiring  sermons  and  five  persons  accepted 
Christ.     We   feel   that   he   gave   us  much   to   think   about   in  his 
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absence.  Bro.  Ziegler  has  served  us  faithfully  for  three  years, 
but  is  leaving  us  to  take  a  teaching  position  on  the  faculty  of 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  in  Chicago.  The  church  accepted  his 
resignation  with  appreciation  for  the  service  he  rendered  here. 
We  regret  to  see  Bro.  Ziegler  and  his  good  wife  leave  us.  Bro. 
Chester  Harley,  our  new  minister,  with  his  wife  and  baby  will 
move  into  this  vicinity  and  be  ready  to  take  up  the  work  as 
pastor  of  the  Flower  Hill  church  on  Sept.  1, — Mrs.  Dorcas  Davis, 
Rockville,   Md.,   Aug.    16. 

Frederick. — On  May  18  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Shober  were  "at 
home",  to  the  members  and  friends  of  our  congregation.  The 
evening  service  of  May  25  was  a  peace  program  in  charge  of 
Mrs.  John  Zimmerman.  The  address  was  given  by  Mrs.  Ruth 
Rinehart,  regional  peace  director.  The  junior  aid  is  sponsoring 
the  Red  Cross  production  work  in  our  church,  which  consists  of 
surgical  dressings,  men's  pajamas,  girls'  skirts  and  sweaters.  On 
the  morning  of  June  8  Bro.  Elmer  Schildt  filled  our  pulpit  while 
Pastor  Shober  preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon  at  the  Freder- 
ick City  high  school.  Ten  of  our  young  people  were  among  the 
graduates.  The  evening  service  was  our  children's  day  program. 
Our  church  is  co-operating  again  in  the  union  vacation  Bible 
school  held  in  the  Lutheran  Sunday-school  building.  One  of  our 
young  people  was  a  teacher  in  the  school.  The  home  enrichment 
organization  has  placed  in  our  library  a  book  entitled  The  Prob- 
lem of  Christian  Family  Life  Today,  by  Walter  Fiske.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  has  placed  new  rubber  carpet  in  the  vestibule  and  stair- 
way of  the  church.  They  are  holding  their  Sunday  evening 
vespers  jointly  with  the  young  people  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  on  the  reservoir  lawn.  The  attendance  is  good.  On  the 
evening  of  June  29  our  church  had  charge  of  the  community 
park  service,  with  more  than  300  people  attending.  Pastor  Sho- 
ber brought  the  message  and  special  music  was  furnished  by  the 
senior  and  young  people's  choirs.  On  July  11  our  quarterly 
workers'  conference  supper  was  held  in  the  social  room  with 
thirty-six  workers  present.  On  July  13  Sister  Mary  Alice  Engle, 
missionary  to  Africa,  and  survivor  of  the  ill-fated  Zamzam,  was 
with  us  and  told  to  a  capacity  house  of  her  experiences  since 
leaving  America  early  in  the  spring.  A  number  of  our  young 
people  have  attended  Camp  Peniel  this  summer.  Pastor  Shober 
was  one  of  the  counselors  for  intermediate  camp.  Two  of  our 
young  people  also  served  as  counselors  in  the  junior  camp.  On 
July  26  our  Sunday  school  held  its  annual  picnic  at  Braddock 
Heights  Park  with  a  large  number  of  children  and  adults  at- 
tending. On  July  20  about  twenty-two  of  our  workers  attended 
the  adult  round  table  at  the  Meadow  Branch  church.  The  guest 
speaker  was  Bro.  Linwood  Eisenberg  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.  On 
July  31  about  fifteen  of  our  women  attended  the  council  of  wom- 
en's work  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland  held  in  the  Edge- 
wood  church.  On  Aug.  1  our  church  had  charge  of  the  morn- 
ing devotions  over  station  WFMD.  On  Aug.  3  Sister  Anna 
Hutchison,  returned  missionary  to  China,  gave  a  splendid  talk  to 
the  adult  department  of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  W.  C.  Sell  of 
Kittanning,  Pa.,  filled  our  pulpit  during  the  morning  service. 
Bro.  Robert  L.  Sherfy,  former  pastor  of  this  church,  also  had  a 
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Oct.    10-12. 
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Oct.   10-12. 
Indiana,       Southern — Rossville, 

Aug.  26-28. 
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Sept.   6-8. 
Iowa,      Northern,      Minnesota, 

and    S.    Dak. — Sheldon,    Aug. 

22-25. 
Kansas,    Northeastern — Morrill, 

Oct.  4-6. 
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Oct.    17-19. 
Kansas,     Southeastern — Gravel 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 
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Maryland,  Western — Frostburg, 
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10-13. 
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Nebraska — Omaha,    Oct.    10-13. 

Ohio,     Northeastern — C  amp 
Zion,   Canton,   Aug.  26-28. 

Pennsylvania,    Southern — Ship- 
pensburg,  Oct.   28,   29. 

Pennsylvania,  Western — Johns- 
town, Roxbury,  Oct.  22,  23. 

West     Virginia,     First — Beaver 
Run,   Oct.  3-5. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
Indiana 

Sept.  20,  Upper  Fall  Creek. 

Maryland 
Oct.   11,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 

Ohio 
Sept.  10,  8  pm,  Deshler. 

Pennsylvania 

Sept.  7,  4:45  pm,  Harrisburg. 
Oct.   12,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove. 

Virginia 

Sept.   7,   Lower   Union,   Locust 

Grove  congregation. 
Sept.  13,  4  pm.  Valley  Bethel. 
Oct.    12,   7   pm,   Greenmount. 

West  Virginia 

Sept.  21,  5  pm,  Mt.  Dale. 


part  in  the  service.  Since  our  last  writing  four  members  were 
received  into  this  church,  two  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter. — 
Mrs.  John  W.  Wolfe,  Frederick,  Md.,  Aug.  8. 

Maple  Grove. — Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  on  May  25.  Bro. 
Jonas  Sines  held  meetings  on  the  three  nights  before  this.  Two 
were  baptized  just  previous  to  the  love  feast,  at  which  137  com- 
municants surrounded  the  table.  The  following  evening  a  very 
impressive  communion  service  was  held  in  the  home  of  Bro. 
John  Miller,  when  seven  surrounded  the  table  again.  Because 
we  have  no  regular  pastor,  Bro.  J.  A.  Murphy,  Windber,  Pa., 
Bro.  W.  D.  Tusing,  Wileys  Ford,  W.  Va.,  and  Bro.  Jonas  Sines, 
Oakland,  Md.,  have  been  filling  preaching  appointments  here. 
Bro.  Howard  Whitacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  began  a  two  weeks' 
series  of  meetings  at  Bethesda  on  June  30  and  closed  on  July  13. 
As  the  result  of  these  meetings  nine  were  baptized  and  one 
awaits  the  rite.  We  are  planning  a  home-coming,  for  which  the 
date  will  soon  be  set.  Our  next  council  meeting  will  be  on 
Aug.  30.— Mrs.  Arthur  Resh,  Grantsville,  Md.,  Aug.  6. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — On  July  6  the  church  enjoyed  the  program  given  by 
the  women's  quartet  of  McPherson  College.  The  singing  was 
very  good  and  inspiring.  Following  the  program  a  social  spon- 
sored by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  held  in  the  church  basement.  The 
prayer  meeting  chorus  sang  at  the  mission  on  July  17,  and  Bro. 
J.  Edwin  Jarboe  preached.  The  church  has  charge  of  the  mission 
on  the  third  Thursday  of  every  month.  The  men's  organization 
cleaned  and  waxed  the  church  floor  during  the  latter  part  of 
July.  A  vesper  service  was  held  on  July  30  following  a  play 
night.  Sister  Ada  Buch,  who  has  been  visiting  in  the  East  for 
some  time,  is  back  in  our  midst  again  and  we  are  happy  for  her 
presence. — Mrs.   Robert   H.  Evans,  Lincoln,   Nebr.,  July  31. 

North  Carolina 

Fraternity. — Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  Reed,  came  to  work 
with  us  on  June  8.  Since  his  arrival  we  have  had  preaching  each 
Sunday  instead  of  twice  a  month.  Rather  than  have  a  pie  sup- 
per the  ladies'  aid  donated  the  price  of  what  each  one  would 
give  to  go  into  their  summer  pastor  fund.  The  young  people 
conducted  a  study  on  alcohol  in  June  and  closed  with  a  talk  by 
Eugene  Fender,  a  policeman  from  Winston  Salem,  N.  C.  A  Bible 
school  was  held  July  7-18.  With  the  help  of  the  Sunday  school 
we  had  five  juniors,  three  intermediates  and  five  young  people 
who  attended  Camp  Bethel  this  year.  Two  from  our  young  peo- 
ple's group  attended  Annual  Conference.  Two  delegates  were 
sent  to  the  district  meeting  at  Boone  Mill,  Va.  Our  revival  is 
Aug.  10-24,  and  the  love  feast  will  be  on  Aug.  24. — Blanche  Ever- 
idge,  Winston  Salem,  N.  C,  Aug.   11. 

Ohio 

Gratis. — On  Mother's  Day  the  fathers  and  sons  had  charge  of 
the  services  and  presented  each  mother  with  a  carnation  and  the 
oldest  mother  present  with  a  potted  flower.  On  the  Friday  eve- 
ning before  Mother's  Day  we  had  our  mother  and  daughter  ban- 
quet, with  the  fathers  and  sons  serving.  A  fine  time  was  had 
by  those  present.  On  Father's  Day  the  mothers  and  daughters 
had  charge  of  the  services.  For  two  weeks  in  June  the  three 
churches  of  Gratis  had  a  union  vacation  Bible  school  with  very 
good  attendance.  We  are  planning  to  have  our  annual  Sunday- 
school  picnic  in  the  near  future.  We  are  now  looking  forward  to 
our  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  to  begin  on  Sept.  8,  with  Bro. 
Paul  Wright,  pastor  of  the  Marble  Furnace  church,  Ohio,  as  the 
evangelist. — David  Kalter,  Camden,  Ohio,  Aug.  13. 

Ross. — On  July  13  we  held  our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  at 
Fort  Amanda  with  a  basket  dinner  at  the  noon  hour.  An  inter- 
esting program  was  presented  to  the  large  group  present.  On 
Aug.  3  the  members  of  the  Mennonite  church  near  Elida,  Ohio, 
met  with  us  and  gave  us  a  wonderful  message  in  song.  On  Sun- 
day, Sept.  7,  the  Ross  church  will  celebrate  its  harvest  meeting 
with  an  all-day  service  and  a  basket  dinner  at  the  noon  hour. 
Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester  will  be  the  speaker  for 
the  day.  Everybody  is  welcome  to  this  meeting.  Our  revival 
meeting,  to  be  held  Oct.  5-19,  will  be  in  charge  of  Sister  Edna 
Etter  of  Ottawa,  Ohio;   Bro.  Rolland  Etter  will  be  in  charge  of 


When  you  change  your  address,  please 
give  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it 
appeared  on  your  Messenger  or  Messenger 
wrapper,  then  state  how  you  want  your 
paper  to  come.  The  first  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  identify  each  subscriber,  the  second 
that  the  address  may  be  as  you  want  it. 
Allow  at  least  two  weeks  for  the  change  of 
address  to  be  made. 


m 


:: 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— August  30,  1941 


the  music.  Because  the  physical  condition  of  our  pastor,  Bro. 
A.  L.  Coil,  makes  it  impossible  for  him  to  occupy  the  pulpit  at 
every  service,  the  young  people  are  taking  charge  of  the  eve- 
ning services.  With  the  help  of  the  adult  class  our  meetings  have 
gone  on  as  usual.  The  adult  class  met  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Ross  for  its  monthly  class  meeting;  a  fine  program 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  On  Sunday.  Aug.  10,  Bro.  Coil,  with  the 
help  of  Bro.  C.  F.  Detrick,  administered  the  anointing  service 
for  Sister  Alice  Cole;  we  ask  the  prayers  of  all  that  she  may 
soon  recover. — Minnie  Aufderhar,  Mendon,  Ohio,  Aug.  10. 

Pennsylvania 

Ambler. — Our  Sunday-school  outing  was  held  in  Hallman's 
grove.  The  occasion  was  especially  enjoyed  by  the  children;  the 
games  were  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Nevin  H.  Zuck.  A  joint  meeting 
of  the  men's  and  women's  Bible  classes  was  held  in  the  church. 
Miss  Etta  Davis  from  Lansdale,  a  returned  missionary,  gave  us 
an  interesting  talk.  On  our  temperance  Sunday  Mr.  Elvin 
Souder  of  Souderton  gave  us  an  exceptionally  fine  talk  on  ex- 
isting conditions  as  they  relate  to  the  temperance  cause.  The 
young  women's  Bible  class  is  quite  active.  The  association  in 
their  meetings  is  delightful  and  helps  to  keep  the  members  in- 
terested. A  number  of  our  young  people  are  enjoying  Camp 
Stardust:  Brother  and  Sister  Zuck  are  teaching  there.  We  are 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  fine  attendance  at  our  church  services 
during  these  warm  Sundays.  Bro.  Zuck's  sermons  on  the  Lord's 
prayer  are  proving  an  inspiration  to  the  congregation. — Eliza- 
beth R.  Blough,  Hatfield,  Pa.,  Aug.  8. 

Carlisle. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  July  14  with 
Eld.  H.  M.  Snavely  presiding.  After  the  devotions  the  regular 
business  was  transacted.  Officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected.  Mark  Roth  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
The  pastor  gave  an  interesting  report.  Other  officials  and  com- 
mittees gave  their  usual  reports.  We  trust  that  God  will  again 
bless  the  work  here  the  coming  year. — J.  E.  Faulkner,  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  Aug.  5. 

Conesioga. — On  Friday  evening,  June  27,  a  temperance  pro- 
gram, arranged  by  the  local  W.  C.  T.  U.,  was  given  at  Bareville 
by  the  young  people  of  the  various  Sunday  schools  in  our  com- 
munity. Three  of  our  people  attended  Annual  Conference  at 
La  Verne  and  brought  back  interesting  reports.  Our  Sunday 
school  was  represented  at  the  Sunday-school  meeting  at  the 
Middle  Creek  church  on  July  4.  On  July  6  the  Myer  clan — de- 
scendants of  Eld.  Joseph  Myer — held  their  annual  reunion  at  the 
Monterey  church.  Eld.  Abram  W.  Zuck  of  the  Ephrata  church 
preached  the  Sunday  morning  sermon  using  for  his  theme,  God's 
Fellow    Workers.      A    basket    luncheon    was    then    served,    after 


which  a  program  was  given.  Eld.  Reuben  E.  Myer  presided. 
Our  quarterly  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  July  27,  at  which 
time  Bro.  Harry  Wolgemuth  gave  us  an  inspiring  message.  A 
number  of  our  people  attended  the  regional  conference  held  at 
the  Palmyra  church  recently;  they  enjoyed  the  timely  messages. 
Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  began  July  21  and  closed  Aug.  1. 
One  hundred  twenty  children  were  enrolled.  There  was  splen- 
did interest  on  the  part  of  the  children  as  well  as  the  teachers. 
The  daily  missionary  offering  contributed  by  the  children  for 
world-wide  missions  amounted  to  $24.29.  Ten  different  denom- 
inations were  represented  by  the  children  in  the  school.  Since 
our  last  report  we  have  lost  by  death  the  wife  of  one  of  our 
deacons,  Sister  Samuel  R.  Wenger,  and  one  letter  of  membership 
has  been  granted. — Minnie  M.  Myer,  Leola,  Pa.,  Aug.  4. 

West  Virginia 

Locust  Grove. — The  work  in  our  church  is  moving  along  very 
nicely  with  a  very  active  group  of  young  people.  Our  Sunday 
school  has  been  holding  up  well  with  a  -very  good  attendance, 
and  our  regular  services,  twice  each  Sunday,  are  well  attended. 
We  had  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  during  the  last  week  in 
June  and  the  first  week  in  July,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty- 
four  children.  Mrs.  Seese  and  daughter  of  Petersburg,  W.  Va., 
and  Miss  Wanda  Cosner  of  our  own  church,  conducted  the  school. 
A  closing  program  was  given  on  the  last  night.  Much  interest 
was  shown  by  the  children  and  older  ones  as  well.  Our  series 
of  revivals  will  begin  at  Locust  Grove  on  Aug.  24  with  Bro. 
Helsley  from  Virginia  as  the  evangelist.  There  has  recently  been 
one  baptism  in  the  church. — Zina  Cosner,  Bismarck,  W.  Va., 
July   28. 

Sandy  Creek. — Immediately  following  the  dedication  of  the 
new  church  at  Canaan  on  July  6,  our  pastor  held  a  week  of  re- 
vival services  at  that  place,  and  continued  until  August  3,  stay- 
ing a  week  at  each  of  four  of  our  churches.  The  interest  was 
good  and  the  response  very  gratifying.  As  a  direct  result  of 
these  efforts  twenty-four  were  baptized  at  Canaan,  nine  at  Shady 
Grove,  eight  at  Clifton,  seven  at  Salem,  and  three  were  bap- 
tized at  Mt.  Grove  earlier  in  the  summer.  At  our  love  feast  in 
the  Salem  church  on  August  3  more  than  350  surrounded  the 
tables  in  a  very  spiritual  meeting.  Following  the  meeting  at  the 
church  a  few  of  the  members  took  the  communion  with  an  af- 
flicted sister  in  her  home.  Our  young  people  held  a  round  table 
discussion  on  July  27,  assisted  by  the  district  officers.  On  the 
same  day  they  enjoyed  a  visit  from  four  young  people  from  a 
work  camp  in  an  adjoining  county.  A  number  of  our  folks  are 
attending  the  different  sessions  at  Camp  Galilee  this  summer. — 
Florence  Showalter,  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  6. 
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Heckman,    Clarence    C    and   Lucile,    1924. 
Moyer,   Edna   Faye,    1931. 
Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 

1934. 

Lassa,   via   Jos   and   Damaluru,   Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Brumbaugh,   Grayce,  R.   N.,   1937. 
Royer,   Harold   A.,   and  Gladys  H.,   1930. 
Weaver,   E.   Paul   and   Zalma  F.,   1939. 

Marama,  via  Jos  and  Damaluru,  Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 
Harper,  Clara,  1926. 
Shisler,   Sara   C,    1926. 

On  Furlough 

Engel,  Alice,  R.  N.,  Boonsboro,  Md.,   1937. 

Frank,  Evelyn  E.,  R.  N.,  511  East  E.  Ave- 
nue, Glendale,  Arizona,  1938. 

Kulp,  H.  Stover,  and  Christina,  18th  and 
Washington  Sts.,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  1922 
and   1927. 

Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  2340 
5th  St.,  La  Verne,  Calif.,   1938. 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N.,  519  Minnesota 
Ave.,   Willmar,    Minn.,    1941. 

Utz,  Ruth,  R.  N.,  Brightwood,  Va.,   1930. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs.  Sural  Disl.,  India 
Alley,   Howard   L.,   and  Hattie  Z.,   1917. 
Ebbert,   Ella,   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Disl.,  India 
Bollinger,   Amsey,   and  Florence  M.,   1930. 
Grisso,    Lillian,    1917. 

Lichty,  D.   J.,   and   Anna,   1902  and  1912. 
Moomaw,   I.   W.,   and  Mabel,   1923. 
Warstler,  Anna  M.,   1931. 
Ziegler,  Emma  K.,   1930. 

Bulsar,   Sural   Disl.,   India 

Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,   Verna  M.,   R.   N.,   1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,   1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N.,  1921. 
Zigler,  Earl   M.,   and  Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu   Road,  Thana  Disl.,  India 

Messer,   Hazel  E.,  R.  N„   1931. 
Nickey,   Dr.   Barbara   M.,   1915. 
Royer,  B.  Mary,  1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,  1916. 

Palghar,   Thana   Disl.,   India 

Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,    and   Susan   L.,    1927. 

Umalla,  Broach  Disl.,  India 
Kinzie,   Wm.   G.,   and   Pauline   G.,   1937. 
Miller,  Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via   Sural,   India 
Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,  and  Joy  C,  1940. 
Kiracofe,  Kathryn,   1937. 
Widdowson,  Olive,   1912. 

115     Mahalma     Gandhi     Road,     Bombay, 
India 

Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,  and  Mary,  1921. 

Landour,  Mussoorie,  U.  P.,  India 

Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On    Furlough 

Cottrell,  Drs.   A.  R.  and  Laura,    %   A.  M. 

Stout,   R.   1,  Lynn,  Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,    Eliza    B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1, 

Waterloo.  Iowa,   1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,   and  Anna  B.,  3435  Van 

Buren,   Chicago,   111.,   1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   C,   105  Beachly   St.,  Mey- 

ersdale,  Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend,     Ralph,     Camp     Lagro,     Lagro, 

Ind.,  1937. 
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Lessons  Tltat  Appeal  and  Hold  The  Interest  of  Young  People  of  the 

"Growing~Up"  Age! 

BRETHREN 

GRADED  LESSONS 

FOR 

INTERMEDIATES 

Twelve  to  fourteen  is  the  "growing-up"  age  for  boys  and  girls.  It's  at  this 
crucial  stage  of  life  that  they  need  proper  guidance  in  meeting  life's  prob- 
lems. These  lessons  aim  through  Bible  study  and  discussion  of  its  appli- 
cation to  present-day  life  to  help  this  age  group  to  meet  life's  situations  and 
help  them  along  the  trail  of  Christian  life. 

MATERIAL:     Pupil's  Quarterly,     Teacher's  Quarterly 


FIRST  YEAR 


SECOND  YEAR 


THIRD    YEAR 


1.    Fall  Quarter 

1.    Fall  Quarter 

1.    Fall  Quarter 

PIONEERING  WITH 
JESUS 

A  JOURNEY  THROUGH 
THE  BIBLE 

WORKING  FOR  A 
CHRISTIAN  WORLD 

2.  Winter  Quarter 

PIONEERING  WITH 
JESUS 

3.  Spring  Quarter 

USING   THE 
GUIDEBOOK 

2.  Winter  Quarter 

A  JOURNEY  THROUGH 
THE  BIBLE 

3.  Spring  Quarter 
UNTO  ALL  PEOPLES 

2.  Winter  Quarter 

MY  CHURCH 

3.  Spring  Quarter 

MAKING  THE  WORLD 
A  NEIGHBORHOOD 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

FINDING  THE  TRUTH 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

4.    Summer  Quarter 

ABOUT  ALCOHOL 

PIONEERING  WITH 

THE  TREASURES  IN 

WHEN  I  READ 

JESUS 

MY  STOREHOUSE 

MAKING  LIFE  COUNT 

PRICES:    Pupil's  Quarterly— Per  Copy,  Each  Quarter 12c 

Teacher's  Quarterly — Per  Copy,  Each  Quarter  30c 

Buy  a  book  for  intermediate-  workers — see  page  30 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

ELGIN,      ILLINOIS 
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Seated  at  the  table,  reader's  right  to  left:  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy;  L.  W.  Shultz,  former  chairman; 
M.  R.  Zigler,  executive  secretary;  H.  F.  Richards;  standing,  same  order:  Paul  Kinsel,  secretary;  A.  W. 
Cordier,  chairman;  J.  I.  Baugher,  vice  chairman;  Paul  H.  Bowman;  Leland  S.  Brubaker.  See  article  on 
page  19. 


Volume  90 


Qn  Ink  Tlumbei 


Number  36 


Editorial — 

Religious  Groups  Take  Leadership  in  Planning 

Post-war   Reconstruction    

Overthrowing  Tyrannies  (E.  F.)  . 
The  Chinese  Businessman  (H.  A.  B 
Building  With  Christ  (H.  A.  B.)  . . 
Saving  Men  and  Nations  (E.  F.)  . 
Private  Interest  and  Public  Welfare  (E.  F.) 

Kingdom  Gleanings    16,  17 

About   Books    17 


My  Alternative  to  Lagro. 
By   Howard   James   Burnett 


.12 


The   General  Forum — 

"Youth."     By  H.  A.  Humphreys   5 

The   Upward   Look  (Verse). 

By  Myra  Brooks  Welch  5 

The  Continent  Spanned.     By  Gladdys  Muir    . .    6 

Labor  Day   Message,    1941    7 

Supporting  Our  Seminary.  By  Ralph  E.  White  8 
The   Significance   of   Bethany   for   Our  Church. 

By  Charles  E.  Zunkel 9 

The  Seminary  Trained  Minister. 

By   J.    I.    Baugher    10 

After  Ten  Years.— Part  One   11 


Home  and  Family — 

The  Great  Compulsion.  By  Leo  Lillian  Wise  ..13 
On  the  Wings  of  Prayer.  By  Lulu  N.  Miller  . .  14 
Sunday   Evening   Blessings. 

By  Chester  E.  Shuler  15 

Our  Mission  Work — 

The   Unfinished  Task  in  China. 

By  Mary  Velma  Ober    18 

The   Pacific   Mission   in  Canada. 

By  Esther  E.  Beahm  18 

What  to  Pray  For   19 

Brethren    Service    Committee    Meeting. 

By  M.   R.   Zigler    19 

Brethren  Service  Committee  News:  The  Civilian 
Public  Service  Camp;  Relief  News;  Refugee 
News;  Peace  News;  Our  Mission  of  Relief 
and   Service 20 

The  Church  at  Work- 
Bethany   Is  the  Church  at  Work;    News  From 
Bethany;  Prayer — Learning  to  Pray 22,23 


^eftemUi  6,  !<}l}l 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— September  6,  1941 


Religious  Groups 
Take  Leadership  in 
Planning  Post-war 
Reconstruction 

By  James   H.   Scull* 

JOHN  Foster  Dulles,  Secretary  of 
The  Hague  Peace  Conference  of 
1907  and  Counsel  to  the  Ameri- 
can Committee  to  Negotiate  Peace, 
1918-1919,  recently  told  an  inter- 
American  assembly  of  Protestant 
leaders  in  Toronto  that  one  of  the 
tragedies  of  the  last  war  was  the 
failure  of  the  churches  to  exert  any 
influence  at  the  Versailles  Peace 
Conference.  Behind  him,  echoing 
this  refrain,  is  a  swiftly  growing 
army  of  religionists  of  many  faiths 
and  denominations  who  are  deter- 
mined to  have  a  say  in  the  next 
peace. 

The  Toronto  Conference  heard  a 
recommendation  urging  Protestants 
and  Catholics  to  work  together  in 
establishing  the  basic  principles  of 
the  next  peace. 

The  National  Conference  of  Chris- 
tians and  Jews  devoted  its  Institute 
of  Human  Relations  at  Williams 
College,  Aug.  24  to  29,  to  the  first 
national  forum  on  post-war  recon- 
struction. The  Malvern  Conference 
declaration,  which  became  a  sub- 
ject of  world-wide  discussion,  deliv- 
ered a  frontal  attack  against  the  in- 
justices of  an  economic  system 
which,  it  is  said,  "nurtured  the  seeds 
of  war."  The  British  churchmen 
recommended  that  the  monetary 
system  be  so  administered  that  what 
the  community  can  produce  is  made 
available  to  the  members  of  the 
community,  the  satisfaction  of  hu- 
man needs  being  accepted  as  the  on- 
ly true  end  of  production.  The  decla- 
ration also  called  for  the  unification 
of  Europe  as  a  "co-operative  com- 
monwealth." 

At  Christmas  time,  in  two  succes- 
sive years,  1939  and  1940,  Pope  Pius 
XII  enunciated  the  principles  of  a 
new  peace  which  he  called  upon 
Catholics  to  support. 

In  1939,  two  months  before  the 
blitzkrieg  bored  into  Poland,  an  "in- 
ternational conference  of  lay  ex- 
perts and  ecumenical  leaders"  con- 
vened   by    the    World    Council    of 


*  Religious    News    Service    Writer. 


Churches,  issued  a  memorandum 
which  vigorously  stressed  the  appli- 
cation of  Christian  principles  to  the 
sovereignty  of  a  nation,  and  called 
for  world  organization  to  provide 
states  with  "the  machinery  of  con- 
ference and  co-operation." 

Fifteen  months  after  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  Europe  the  Archbishops 
of  Canterbury  and  York;  Arthur 
Cardinal  Hinsley,  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Westminster;  and  Dr. 
Walter  H.  Armstrong,  Moderator  of 
the  Free  Church  Federal  Council, 
put  forth  joint  proposals  for  consid- 
eration of  statesmen  after  the  war. 
Their  proposals  included  such  points 
as  these:  "Extreme  inequality  of 
wealth  must  be  abolished,  the  fam- 
ily as  a  social  unit  must  be  safe- 
guarded, resources  of  the  earth 
should  be  used  as  God's  gifts  for  the 
whole  human  race  and  used  with 
due  consideration  for  the  needs  of 
the  present  and  future  generations." 

In  the  same  period  last  year  when 
the  country  was  voting  its  tremen- 
dous conscription  and  defense  ex- 
penditures, a  National  Study  Con- 
ference on  the  Churches  and  the 
International  Situation  in  Phila- 
delphia, broadcast  this  word  to 
churches  across  the  country:  "If  the 
peace  which  comes  after  the  present 
war  is  anything  but  a  prelude  to  an- 
other conflict,  the  United  States  for 
its  own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  hu- 
manity will  have  to  renounce  its 
political  and  economic  isolation  and 
identify  itself  with  other  nations  in 
the  creation  of  a  world  govern- 
ment." 

Beginning  early  last  year,  many 
national  religious  groups  and  or- 
ganizations have  equally  grasped 
the  lead  in  proclaiming  and  denning 
peace  principles.  Here  are  some  of 
the  principal  steps  taken: 

The  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America  has  set  up  a 
Commission  to  Study  the  Bases  of  a 
Just   and   Durable  Peace,   composed 


of  some  30  eminent  churchmen,  ed- 
ucators, businessmen,  etc. 

The  National  Federation  of  Tem- 
ple Sisterhoods  asked  Congress  to 
set  up  a  peace  planning  committee 
and  urged  establishment  of  congre- 
gational committees  to  study  post- 
war   problems. 

Three  thousand  delegates  to  the 
International  Society  of  Christian 
Endeavor  endorsed  a  17-point  peace 
program  calling  for  American  sup- 
port of  a  world  agency  for  adminis- 
tration of  world  affairs  and  provided 
with  police  power,  open  economic 
frontiers,  collective  responsibility 
for  administration  of  colonies  and 
mandates,  establishment  of  gener- 
ally higher  living  levels,  and  a  coali- 
tion peace  commission  representing 
all  political  faiths. 

Ten  American  archbishops  and 
bishops  comprising  the  administra- 
tive board  of  the  National  Catholic 
Welfare  Council  issued  a  plea  for  a 
peace  "not  based  on  the  oppression 
or  the  destruction  of  peoples,  but  for 
a  peace  which  will  guarantee  the 
rights  and  honor  of  all  nations,"  re- 
affirming the  five  points  laid  down 
by  Pope  Pius  XII  in  his  1939  Christ- 
mas message. 

The  Council  for  Social  Action, 
agency  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  prepared  and  made  avail- 
able study  packets  on  American 
Churches  and  World  Order  to  help 
community  church  groups  get 
started  in  studying  post-war  recon- 
struction. 

The  Quakers,  through  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee,  put 
forth  a  six-point  program  for  a  "dy- 
namic peace"  which  includes  de- 
velopment of  some  form  of  inter- 
national organization.  As  a  step  to- 
ward world  government,  immediate 
establishment  of  an  international 
emergency  commission  was  urged  to 
deal  at  once  with  problems  "sure 
(Continued   on  Page  24) 
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oditolial 


Overthrowing  Tyrannies 

We  have  it  on  high  authority  that  the  "nazi 
tyranny"  must  be  banished  from  the  earth.  It  is 
certainly  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished. 
We  understand  that  plans  are  in  the  making  to  this 
end.  We  wonder  about  them.  Certain  facts  make 
us  suspicious  of  their  probable  worth,  among 
these  facts  being  the  history  of  international  re- 
lations, especially  during  the  last  twenty-two 
years. 

We  learn,  also  from  high  authority,  that  the 
proposed  task  will  likely  require  two  more  years. 
Again  we  wonder.  In  our  opinion  it  will  take 
longer  than  that.  We  think  the  successful  over- 
throw of  the  above-named  tyranny  will  require 
as  an  indispensable  prerequisite  the  turning  of 
enemies  into  friends.  This,  we  feel  sure,  will  take 
more  time  and  necessitate  other  methods  than 
those  now  employed. 

The  time  factor  will  take  care  of  itself.  More 
exactly,  God  will  take  care  of  it.  Our  concern 
should  be  with  the  method  used.  That  is  very 
important.  Yes,  the  nazi  tyranny  and  every  oth- 
er tyranny  must  be  overthrown,  and  they  will  be. 

E.  F. 

The  Chinese  Businessman 

Throughout  all  Malaysia  the  Chinese  business- 
man is  ever  present.  You  will  find  him  from 
Bontoc  to  Batavia  and  Singapore.  We  do  not  have 
samples  from  the  latter  cities,  but  in  Bontoc  there 
is  a  Chinese  businessman  who  came  to  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  from  Fukien.  He  is  a  Christian  and 
rated  as  the  saint  of  his  church. 

But  our  point  is  not  that  the  man  from  Fukien 
is  a  Christian.  Most  of  the  Chinese  businessmen 
in  the  Far  East  are  not.  They  are  just  Chinese 
businessmen  who  have  swarmed  to  the  islands  of 
the  sea  without  the  complications  and  expense  of 
attempts  at  political  conquest.  Strangely  enough 
they  are  just  businessmen  who  mind  their  own 
business.  Or  at  least  that  is  the  picture  that  has 
come  to  us. 


Is  it  the  Western  peoples  alone  who  insist  on  de- 
ciding who  is  the  boss?  We  do  not  know  all  the 
fine  points  involved,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  the 
Chinese  businessman  has  something  in  addition  to 
his  business.  And  that  is  a  technique  for  getting 
along  with  others  that  he  can  ill  afford  to  lose  and 
others  well  afford  to  emulate.  h.  a.  b. 

Building  With  Christ 

Since  1934  it  has  been  customary  to  suggest 
some  theme  for  the  church  year.  There  were  five 
years  in  which  we  stressed  in  order:  Christ  in 
the  home,  in  the  church,  in  the  community,  in  the 
world,  and  in  personal  living.  Then  came  breth- 
ren in  reality  and  brethren  in  Christian  service. 
For  the  year  ahead  the  theme  is  Building  With 
Christ. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Christ  was  a  builder  in 
fact  as  well  as  by  implication.  He  was  a  carpen- 
ter and  the  son  of  a  carpenter  (Mark  6:3;  Matt. 
13:55).  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  where 
Christ  worked  and  just  what  he  did.  Was  he  con- 
tent with  what  little  work  could  be  found  in  Naz- 
areth, or  did  he  spend  years  in  the  near-by  cities 
of  Galilee?  And  what  kind  of  work  did  he  do?  In 
the  houses  of  Palestine  there  is  a  minimum  of 
wood,  for  trees  are  scarce.  And  so  it  was  in 
Christ's  day.  Was  he  a  worker  with  plaster  and 
stone  as  well  as  with  wood? 

The  references  to  the  tower  built  in  a  vineyard 
(Matt.  21:33),  the  tower  of  Siloam,  and  the  para- 
ble about  the  man  considering  the  building  of  a 
tower  (Luke  14:28)  suggest  the  work  of  a  mason 
more  than  that  of  a  carpenter  as  we  know  his 
work.  So  also  the  parable  about  foundations — 
the  house  built  on  the  sand  and  the  other  on  a 
rock.  But  our  main  point  is  not  speculation  about 
the  detail  of  Christ's  activities;  rather  to  note  that 
when  he  speaks  of  towers,  or  foundations,  or 
barns,  or  mansions,  or  a  city  built  on  a  hill  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he  speaks  out  of  the  experience  of  a 
builder. 

Now  he  who  works  in  plaster,  wood  or  stone,  if 
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anything  at  all  of  a  philosopher,  can  see  relations 
between  the  building  of  a  house  or  tower  and 
what  a  man  does  with  his  life.  And  so  for  Christ. 
He  saw  the  implications  of  building  in  their  rela- 
tion to  the  developmment  of  character.  By  ex- 
ample and  precept  he  has  been  hailed  as  the  "Mas- 
terbuilder  of  the  race,  .  .  .  builder  of  life  divine." 
As  one  thinks  of  Christ  as  the  wise  Masterbuild- 
er  the  principles  of  his  building  come  to  mind. 
There  is,  for  example,  the  important  matter  of 
balance.  How  important  it  is  for  both  beauty 
and  strength,  whether  in  a  cathedral  or  a  charac- 
ter! Consider  this  principle  of  balance  with  re- 
spect to  one's  attitude.  There  are  lives  which  are 
strange  and  narrow  due  to  some  basic  imbalance. 
But  in  Christ  what  symmetry,  what  balance  in  the 
matter  of  outlook  on  life!  There  was  in  him  re- 
spect for  experience  as  well  as  eagerness  to  follow 
the  new  insights  (Matt.  5:17). 

Then  there  is  the  matter  of  material  for  build- 
ing. At  least  two  important  principles  are  in- 
volved: the  selection  of  the  proper  material  and 
the  right  use  of  the  same.  For  the  building  of  his 
kingdom  Christ  found  the  best  material  near  at 
hand.  He  made  careful  choice  of  twelve  sturdy 
men,  watching  for  the  substantial  and  rocklike 
character  which  he  saw  in  Peter.  As  for  the  use 
of  this  material  his  primary  appeal  was  to  the 
positive  and  constructive  interests  in  their  lives. 
Thus  the  wise  masterbuilder  does  more  than  se- 
lect the  most  promising  pillars  for  his  institution, 
he  disposes  them  in  such  a  way  as  will  result  in 
their  greatest  usefulness  for  the  cause.  Souls 
touched  by  the  Masterbuilder,  if  there  was  in 
them  real  soundness  of  quality,  were  strengthened 
in  their  fiber  and  inspired  to  fit  into  their  proper 
place  in  the  kingdom  structure. 

However,  the  principles  of  balance,  discrimina- 
tion in  the  selection  of  material,  with  the  expert 
use  of  the  same,  will  mean  little  if  there  is  no 
worthy  plan  to  inspire  confidence  and  provide  op- 
portunities for  initiative.  Now  Jesus'  masterplan 
was  that  God's  kingdom  might  come;  his  will  be 
done,  as  in  heaven,  so  also  on  earth.  It  is  a  plan 
that  calls  for  faith  and  courage  and  love  to  the 
uttermost.  It  is  a  dream,  the  realization  of  which 
has  challenged  the  prophets  of  the  past,  one  which 
continues  to  challenge  the  doers  of  our  day. 

Will  we  build  with  Christ  in  1941-42?  Will  we 
do  more  for  his  great  program  of  kingdom  build- 
ing than  we  have  ever  done  before?  We  can  if  we 
will,  and  especially  if  we  study  the  principles  of 
masterbuilding.  In  the  great  program  of  building 
of  which  we  write  Paul  saw  the  apostles  and 
prophets  as  the  foundation,  Jesus  Christ  himself 
being  the  chief  cornerstone.     The  whole  was  a 


building  fitly  framed  together  and  growing  to- 
ward a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  "In  whom  ye 
also  are  builded  together  for  a  habitation  of  God 
through  the  Spirit."  H.  A.  b. 

Saving  Men  and  Nations 

"None  other  name  under  heaven,"  they  said, 
and  they  went  on  saying  it  in  the  face  of  the  com- 
mandment not  to  do  so.  There  were  other  names 
in  plenty  but  none  with  saving  power.  So  they 
said  and  they  knew. 

The  case  is  no  different  now.  There  is  still  no 
other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men 
whereby  we  must  be  saved. 

The  saving  virtue,  however,  is  not  in  the  pro- 
nouncement of  the  name.  It  is  not  in  the  magic 
of  the  word.    It  is  in  the  power  denoted  by  it. 

The  energy  is  wholly  spiritual.  It  is  not  gen- 
erated by  means  of  mechanized  warfare,  so  much 
in  vogue  today.  It  is  set  in  motion  by  the  touch  of 
will  on  will. 

There  is  first  the  will  of  God  standing  and  knock- 
ing at  the  door  of  the  will  of  man.  If  any  man 
hears  and  opens,  the  contact  is  made  at  once  and 
there  is  the  flash  of  divine  fire  in  a  human  soul. 
There  is  cleansing  and  healing  and  the  beginning 
of  new  life. 

Then  there  is  growing  and  more  growing  to- 
ward the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.  There 
is  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  of  a  man  and  when 
there  are  men  enough  with  that  kind  of  life  in 
them  there  will  be  a  new  order  in  Europe  and 
Asia  and  America  and  Iceland  and  the  Azores  and 
Dakar. 

There  is  no  other  way  under  heaven  whereby 
men  and  nations  can  be  saved.  e.  f. 

Private  Interest  and  Public  Welfare 

Perhaps  you  have  noticed  that  some  local  in- 
terest often  has  a  stronger  pull  with  the  powers 
that  be  than  the  public  convenience.  It  was  so 
when  the  new  service  station  was  built  on  our 
street.  The  sidewalk  slopes  too  much.  It  will  be 
a  little  more  tempting  for  the  passing  cars  to  drive 
in  and  get  filled  up,  but  it  will  be  bad  for  the 
pedestrian  in  icy  weather. 

Do  you  know  why  things  are  done  thus?  It  is 
because  it  is  easier  to  take  thought  for  one's  own 
advantage  than  for  the  comfort  and  safety  of  oth- 
ers. To  do  it  the  other  way,  the  Christian  way, 
takes  effort  and  courage  and  character.  Suppose 
we  all  check  up  at  this  point  on  our  respective 
private  businesses  to  see  which  consideration  gets 
the  most  attention.  e.  f. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


// 


Youth 


// 


BY  H.  A.  HUMPHREYS 


The  cry  has  gone  out  that  the  world  is  going  to 
perdition.  Terrifying  criticisms  are  at  hand.  We 
are  informed  that  humanity  is  in  revolt  against 
constituted  authority.  We  are  told  that  crime  is 
rampant  and  unpunished;  that  we  are  engulfed 
by  a  crime  wave  and  that  the  tide  is  steadily  ad- 
vancing. 

Disconcerting  are  the  disparaging  criticisms  of 
our  young  people  coming  from  the  press,  the  pul- 
pit, and  colleges — and  especially  from  our  elders. 
They  say  that  our  young  people  dance,  drink,  pet 
and  conduct  themselves  in  an  ungodly  manner. 
According  to  our  elders  modern  youth  is  frivolous, 
empty-headed,  silly,  selfish  and  rebellious.  They 
say  that  any  girl  with  rouge  on  her  face  a  genera- 
tion ago  would  have  been  socially  damned.  From 
small  shining  boxes  these  girls  shamelessly  slap 
dabs  of  powder  on  their  noses  in  the  streetcar,  in 
the  classroom,  and  even  while  the  minister  ad- 
dresses the  throne  of  grace  in  their  behalf.  They 
cherish  the  notion  that  our  young  people  demand 
ease;  shirk  responsibility;  think  socialism  which, 
to  them,  means  a  "soft  and  comfortable  life  for 
everybody";  lack  all  the  "virtues  which  make  a 
nation  great";  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  the 
words  "unselfishness"  and  "character." 

Those  who  come  constantly  in  close  personal 
touch  with  the  pupils  in  the  secondary  and  higher 
schools  and  know  something  of  their  ideals  and 
ambitions  are  not  entirely  prepared  to  accept  this 
estimate  of  their  worth.  At  the  outset,  we  must 
recognize  and  appreciate  the  inevitable  antagon- 
ism between  the  individuals  of  an  older  and  a 
younger  generation;  between  age  and  youth,  for 
years  of  experience  intervene.  Age  and  youth 
view  life  from  different  angles;  they  speak  a  dif- 
ferent language  and  participate  in  different  ac- 
tivities; they  exhibit  different  temperaments.  It 
is  manifestly  impossible  for  one  to  understand  and 
interpret  the  other.  One  is  ambition  militant,  the 
other  is  ambition  realized;  one  is  idealist,  the  oth- 
er realist;  one  is  iconoclast,  the  other  conserva- 
tive; one  is  spring,  the  other  is  winter.  Age  has, 
and  always  has  had,  the  illusion  that  the  old  days 
were  the  best:  that  the  home,  school,  church, 
the  individual  and  institutional  life  of  the  former 
days  eclipsed,  in  point  of  excellence,  that  of  all 
subsequent  years,  and  that  the  present  offers  lit- 
tle or  nothing  to  match  the  "good  old  days"  when 


New     Visions     Inspire 
Youth  in  Camp 


the  world  was  young.  Cato,  the  Censor,  two  cen- 
turies before  the  Christian  era,  fumed  and  fussed 
and  scolded  his  contemporaries  and  lauded  the 
bygone  day  and  obsolete  customs. 

Were  the  elders  of  the  preceding  generation 
better  mannered,  better  brought  up,  and  persons 
of  higher  moral  worth?  If  true,  the  results  should 
be  apparent  in  the  record  and  events  of  our  public 
and  private  life.  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit. 
To  what  extent  does  the  record  support  this  con- 
tention? Present-day  youth  may  well  claim  that 
if  the  moral  order  is  overthrown  and  liberty  re- 
duced to  license,  they  are  not  responsible  for  the 
chaos  their  elders  have  managed  to  contrive.  The 
history  of  the  decades  was  made  and  written  by 
other  hands  than  theirs. 

Where  the  automobile  is  a  problem  now,  the 
horse  and  buggy  was  a  problem  then.  I^ny  of 
the  things  that  go  on  in  the  open  now  that  shock 
our  elders,  they  did  in  secret  then.  Where  youth 
is  open,  frank,  and  aboveboard,  their  elders  were 
protected  by  a  cloak  of  concealment.  And  it  may 
be  that  the  elder  considers  that  the  youth  does 
what  he  might  have  done  under  the  same  condi- 
tions in  his  day.  The  problem  has  been  intensi- 
fied by  the  decline  of  the  home  and  the  church; 
the  breaking  up  of  homemade  fun;  the  introduc- 
tion of  commercialized  recreation  and  various  eco- 
nomic, commercial  and  political  changes. 

In  spite  of  the  apparent  contrast  between  yes- 
terday and  today,  there  are  many  common  ele- 
ments in  the  two  situations.  Sex  attraction  has  al- 


The  Upward  Look 

BY    MYRA    BROOKS    WELCH 

Looking  back  we  can  only  see 
The  length  of  a  mundane  memory  .  .  . 
Looking  forward,  but  a  moment, 
An  hour  or  a  day  .  .  . 
But  looking  up  there  is  limitless  space, 
The  sweep  of  stars  .  .  .  and  God's  face 
Only  a  heartbeat  away. 
La  Verne,  Calij. 
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ways  been  the  core  around  which  all  of  these  oth- 
er problems  have  evolved.  Remove  it  and  we  solve 
many  of  them,  but  we  lose  more  than  we  gain — a 
strong,  vigorous,  energetic  race  will  be  replaced 
by  a  weak,  feeble  and  inactive  one  which  will 
finally  cease  to  exist. 

The  dance  has  been  with  us  from  the  dawn  of 
history.  The  auto,  the  movie,  the  fraternity,  the 
sororitjr,  the  various  other  clubs  and  week-end  af- 
fairs are  simply  carry-overs  of  the  horse  and  bug- 
gy, the  stage,  and  various  social  activities  of  our 
foreparents.  The  problem  is  not  a  new  one.  In- 
stincts always  have  been  and  always  will  be  the 
same.  To  temporary  psychology  man  comes  into 
the  world  with  a  rich  endowment  of  dispositions 
and  instincts  which  are  the  mental  forces  which 
maintain  and  shape  all  the  life  of  individuals  and 
societies.  Without  them  the  human  organism 
would  die  inert  like  a  wonderful  clockwork  whose 
mainspring  has  been  removed.  The  behavior  of 
man  in  the  family,  in  the  state,  in  religion,  and  in 
every  other  affair  of  life  is  rooted  in  his  unlearned, 
original  equipment  of  instincts  and  capacities.  The 
instincts  are  the  prime  movers  of  human  behavior. 
Nothing  falls  within  the  human  scheme  of  things 
desirable  to  be  done  except  what  answers  to  these 
native  proclivities  of  man.  These  native  proclivi- 
ties alone  make  anything  worth  while,  and  out  of 
their  workings  emerge  not  only  the  purpose  and 
efficiency  of  life  but  its  substantial  pleasures  and 
pains  as  well. 

The  old  methods  of  control  were  suppressive — 
mortification  of  the  flesh.  No  method  has  been 
tried  more  than  this — yet  it  doesn't  work.  Nat- 
ural instincts  cannot  be  shut  off.  Any  construc- 
tive program  for  handling  demoralizing  situations 
must  be  based  primarily  on  the  substitution  and 
sublimation  policy.  It  has  been  found  that  to  in- 
hibit the  outlet  of  a  natural  instinctive  tendency  is 
but  to  shut  it  up  until  it  blows  up  or  becomes  so 
warped  that  the  individual  has  difficulty  in  fitting 
into  society.  The  proper  procedure  is  to  so  alter 
or  change  the  nature  of  the  outlet  as  to  make  it  a 
contributing  factor  to  the  social  order. 

There  is  nothing  radically  wrong  with  the  youth 
of  today  that  has  not  always  been  so.  Youth 
never  knows  what  it  really  wants,  but  soon  learns 
to  think  it  wants  what  it  is  given.  In  these  mat- 
ters suggestion  and  habit  are  all;  inherent  wants 
are  not  even  formulated,  much  less  voiced.  The 
instincts  of  the  young  do  not  change.  Normal 
youth  is  readily  interested  in  the  mastery  of  di- 
ficult  technique.  But  youth  responds  to  example, 
to  suggestion,  is  self-conscious  and  fearful  of  ridi- 
cule; therefore,  wherever  the  social  emphasis  is 
placed,  youth  will  follow  blindly. 


The  solution  of  the  problem,  then,  lies  not  in 
suppression  but  in  substitution  and  in  sublima- 
tion; that  is,  it  lies  in  getting  boys  and  girls  inter- 
ested in  worth-while  things  by  closing  certain 
channels  and  opening  others — substituting  clean 
sport  for  vice  and  demoralizing  recreation — and 
in  finding  enjoyment  and  satisfaction  in  the  high- 
est forms  of  art — aesthetical  development. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


The  Continent  Spanned 

BY  GLADDYS  E.  MUIR 
Concluding  That  Conference  Address 

This  period  was  one  of  great  expansion.  While 
the  Brethren  in  the  East  were  founding  Manches- 
ter and  Blue  Ridge  and  Elizabethtown,  the  Breth- 
ren pioneers  in  the  West  were  rediscovering  the 
San  Joaquin  and  Sacramento  Valleys  and  follow- 
ing the  Oregon  Short  Line,  the  Northern  Pacific, 
the  Great  Northern  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  into 
the  far  Northwest.  Some  of  them  prospered  and 
helped  to  build  strong  churches,  while  others  fell 
a  victim  to  railroad  agents  and  real  estate 
schemes.  Most  of  them  were  much  absorbed  in 
the  business  of  making  a  living.  By  1907  there 
were  enough  Brethren  on  the  Pacific  slope  to  jus- 
tify holding,  for  the  first  time,  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  the  Far  West.  Many  visitors  attended  the 
Conference  that  year  in  Los  Angeles.  Some  of 
them  decided  to  stay  and  the  church  in  this  area 
became  stronger. 

The  year  following  the  Conference  the  trustees 
of  the  Lordsburg  College  Association  decided  to 
turn  over  their  stock  and  endowment  fund  to  a 
board  of  trustees  appointed  by  the  district  of 
Southern  California  and  Arizona.  Later,  after  the 
boom  of  northern  California  had  brought  many- 
Brethren  to  that  region,  the  Brethren  of  the 
southern  district  decided  to  give  an  undivided 
half  interest  in  the  college  to  the  Brethren  of 
Northern  California. 

In  the  meantime  missionary  zeal  had  led  to  the 
establishment  of  another  school  on  the  Pacific 
Coast- — the  Berean  Bible  School  at  Los  Angeles. 
It  was  the  founding  of  Bethany  in  1905  that  had 
suggested  to  Brother  S.  G.  Lehmer  the  idea  of 
establishing  in  Los  Angeles  a  similar  school.  He 
succeeded  in  interesting  others  in  this  idea  and  in 
the  fall  of  1908  the  school  was  opened.  Although 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  its  founder  to  duplicate 
the  liberal  arts  program  given  at  Lordsburg,  the 
school  was,  in  a  sense,  a  competitor  since  its  funds 
and  students  came  from  the  same  constituency. 
When  the  administrators  became  persuaded  that 
the   rivalry   between   the    two   schools   was   not 
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wholesome  and  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
church  demanded  the  unification  of  its  educational 
efforts,  they  agreed  to  close  the  work. 

Another  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  Brethren 
school  in  the  Northwest.  In  the  days  when  auto- 
mobiles were  not  so  common  as  they  are  now,  the 
Brethren  of  Oregon  and  Washington  felt  that  it 
was  quite  expensive  to  send  their  children  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  they  wanted  to  have  a  school  of  their 
own.  They  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit  funds 
for  such  a  project;  but  the  movement  never  got 
beyond  this  point,  for  in  1914,  when  the  Confer- 
ence was  held  at  Seattle  and  in  connection  with  it 
an  educational  meeting  to  consider  the  matter, 
Brother  H.  C.  Early  and  other  leaders  led  the 
Brethren  to  decide  to  eliminate  all  regional  rival- 
ry and  consolidate  their  efforts.  In  1927  the  dis- 
tricts of  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Western  Can- 
ada decided  to  affiliate  with  the  college,  officially; 
so,  today,  La  Verne  College  (nee  Lordsburg)  rep- 
resents Brethren  interests  from  the  Imperial  Val- 
ley to  Calgary. 

This  enlarged  support  has  enabled  the  college 
to  strengthen  its  program.  For  the  first  twenty- 
five  years  of  its  existence,  the  old  hotel  served  as 
administration  building,  dormitory,  chapel  and  li- 
brary. However,  during  the  administration  of 
Samuel  J.  Miller  a  building  program  was  launched 
which  resulted  in  the  erection  of  a  girls'  dormi- 
tory, Miller  Hall,  and,  in  1921,  a  gymnasium.  Aft- 
er Ellis  M.  Studebaker  became  president  plans 
were  laid  for  the  erection  of  an  administration 
building.  The  latter,  Founders  Hall,  was  com- 
pleted in  1926.  This  visible  increase  of  the  phys- 
ical resources  was  paralleled  by  important  efforts 
to  strengthen  the  college  scholastically  and  bring 
it  into  closer  relationship  with  its  neighbors. 
Since  1932  La  Verne  has  co-operated  closely  with 
Claremont  Colleges,  and  many  of  its  students  have 
continued  in  graduate  work  on  their  campus. 

And  now  in  1941,  almost  one  hundred  years 
since  the  Brethren  first  made  their  way  to  the 
coast,  and  fifty  years  since  the  founding  of  La 
Verne  College,  it  is  natural  for  us  to  ask,  "How 
has  this  spanning  of  the  continent  and  the  de- 
velopment of  new  educational  interests  affected 
the  interests  of  the  Brethren?" 

We  shall  have  to  admit  that  the  hundred  and 
eighteen  Brethren  churches  which  were  founded 
along  the  Pacific  slope  were  not  born  without 
some  suffering  and  travail.  Many  of  them  were 
born  at  the  expense  of  home  congregations  and 
some  of  them  ended  in  failure,  yet  there  is  small 
doubt  that  the  movement  did  result  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  some  important  Brethren  nuclei 
.in  the  West.    And,  although  Brethren  energies  in 


the  West  were  long  absorbed  in  material  things,  it 
is  evident  also  that  they  did  devote  some  time  to 
the  less  tangible  interests  of  the  spirit. 

The  results  of  any  educational  program  are  not 
easily  measured  but  they  are  best  judged  by  the 
fruit.  The  pioneers  of  the  Far  West,  who  dreamed 
of  missions  that  might  ultimately  develop  as  a 
result  of  their  activities,  would  probably  rejoice 
today  to  know  that  the  institution  they  founded 
would  contribute  to  India  four  missionaries,  to 
China,  six;  to  Africa,  eight;  that  it  would  graduate 
twenty-five  ministers,  two  thirds  of  whom  would 
serve  as  pastors  on  the  Pacific  slope;  that  it  would 
give  to  the  national  organization  some  of  its  lead- 
ers: an  editor,  several  peace  directors  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Mission  Board.  That  the  col- 
lege should  contribute  so  largely  to  the  teaching 
profession  was  a  result  that  they  evidently  did  not 
anticipate  but  which  they  would  likely  approve. 
If  they  could  come  back  today  they  would  doubt- 
less be  a  bit  troubled  by  the  changes  which  they 
would  see  among  the  Brethren;  they  would  proba- 
bly be  saddened  by  the  changes  observed  in  the 
manner  of  dress,  the  character  of  the  church  hous- 
es, the  mode  of  worship  and  the  emphasis  in  doc- 
trine. They  would  probably  be  amazed  at  the 
complexity  and  insecurity  of  the  present  age  and 
the  heart-searching  questions  being  asked  by  their 
great-grandchildren  concerning  the  very  founda- 
tions of  their  faith.  We  believe,  however,  they 
would  be  pleased  to  find  among  them  great  sin- 
cerity and  an  earnest  desire  to  bring  from  their 
heritage  those  things  that  would  contribute  the 
most  to  the  needs  of  our  world.  We  hope  that  if 
they  could  peer  into  the  future  they  would  see 
these  same  great-grandchildren  spiritual  leaders 
of  a  more  vital  faith  and  the  familiar  Brethren 
colonies  in  which  they  lived  little  islands  of  light 
radiating  love  and  goodwill  to  all  the  world. 

Pasadena,  Calif. 


Labor  Sunday  Message,  1941 

Issued  by  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 

The  Christian  concern  for  democracy,  based  on 
Jesus'  teaching  of  the  dignity  and  essential  broth- 
erhood of  all  the  children  of  God,  long  an  influence 
in  political  institutions,  has  more  recently  begun 
to  find  expression  in  economic  and  industrial  re- 
lations. This  concern  supports  the  right  of  the 
common  man  to  a  voice  in  determining  the  con- 
ditions under  which  he  works.  The  labor  union 
movement,  like  political  democracy,  has  its  im- 
perfections; yet  it  is  the  major  expression  of  the 
democratic  principle  in  industry.  Employers  in 
increasing  numbers  are  freely  granting  to  labor 
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the  right  to  organize  and  are  working  out  con- 
structive relationships  with  unions  on  the  basis 
of  mutual  confidence.  In  many  industries,  the 
men  and  women  who  work  with  their  hands  and 
tend  machines  are  no  longer  a  struggling  minority 
seeking  recognition  and  a  just  share  of  the  profits 
of  industry.  They  have  become  a  great  organic 
movement,  involved  directly  in  the  world-wide 
struggle  for  the  preservation  and  growth  of  de- 
mocracy. 

In  countries  where  liberty  and  equality  prevail 
as  ideals  of  human  relations,  there  the  labor  move- 
ment is  strong.  Where  they  are  not  applied  to 
industrial  relations,  there  unions  are  few  and 
weak.  Where  democracy  has  been  discarded,  as 
in  the  totalitarian  states,  there  the  independent 
labor  union  movement  has  disappeared.  The  ex- 
istence of  these  contrasting  situations  is  not  a 
mere  coincidence.  Democracy,  by  the  very  law  of 
its  nature,  must  extend  into  industrial  and  econo- 
mic as  well  as  political  relations.  Totalitarianism, 
by  an  equally  inherent  law  of  its  nature,  must  de- 
stroy an  independent  labor  union  movement.  In- 
dustrial civilization  must  either  extend  more  dem- 
ocratic control  to  those  who  produce  and  to  those 
who  consume  economic  goods  and  services,  or  it 
must  center  total  power  in  a  political  state.  There 
seems  to  be  no  other  alternative.  If  we  cannot 
have  the  spirit  of  Christian  democracy  in  industry, 
all  democracy  is  jeopardized. 

It  is  well  that  church  members  face  this  fact  and 
come  to  terms  with  it.  A  new  missionary  oppor- 
tunity presents  itself.  The  churches  should  urge 
the  further  application  of  the  Christian  principles 
of  democracy  to  industrial  and  economic  relations. 
If  this  new  missionary  call  is  heeded,  the  Christian 
forces  will  play  a  vital  part  in  the  era  just  ahead. 
If  it  is  ignored,  they  are  likely  to  have  little  part 
in  solving  our  most  urgent  social  problems  and  in- 
fusing spiritual  life  into  society. 

The  fundamental  religious  concern  with  in- 
dustry has  to  do  with  its  spirit  and  purpose.  If 
we  are  to  develop  an  economic  order  which  will 
express  the  spirit  of  Christ,  who  came  "not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,"  the  primary  test 
of  production  and  distribution  must  be  not  a 
private  advantage  but  the  common  good.  A  Chris- 
tian spirit  must  find  appropriate  economic  forms  to 
fulfill  its  basic  purpose  of  the  greatest  service  to 
human  need. 

In  the  area  of  industrial  relations  the  churches 
must  make  clear  not  only  that  labor  has  the  right 
to  organize,  but  also  that  the  principle  of  such  or- 
ganization is  socially  sound.  At  the  same  time  as 
labor  grows  in  power,  it  must  assume  the  moral 
responsibility    which   power   entails.     Organized 


labor  can  command  public  support  only  as  it  deals 
effectively  with  various  elements  in  its  ranks 
which  weaken  confidence  in  its  integrity.  It  must 
live  up  to  the  Christian  spirit  which  is  essential 
to  democracy.  It  must  itself  practice  democracy 
in  control  and,  where  necessary,  put  its  own  house 
in  order.  It  must,  also,  refrain  from  discriminat- 
ing against  any  workers  because  of  color  or  creed. 
Many  unions  have  led  the  way  in  fair  interracial 
relations  in  their  own  membership  and  have  set  a 
worthy  example  to  civic  and  religious  organiza- 
tions. Others  have  yet  to  accept  and  to  practice 
this  Christian  democratic  principle. 

This  hour  of  crisis  calls  for  a  Christian  move- 
ment which  has  renewed  its  spirit  and  clarified 
its  vision  of  the  wider  implications  of  its  gospel, 
and  for  a  labor  movement  which  has  purified  its 
practices  and  set  its  eyes  on  the  farther  goals  of 
true  democracy.  All  groups  are  summoned  to 
work  together  for  a  better  ordering  of  society  up- 
held by  religion  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  pro- 
ductive labor  of  hand  and  brain  on  the  other. 


Supporting  Our  Seminary 

BY  RALPH  E.  WHITE 

It  is  almost  as  much  out  of  place  for  a  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  to  ask  why  he 
should  support  the  Seminary  as  it  would  be  for  a 
strong  son  to  ask  why  he  should  support  his  moth- 
er; but  since  someone  may  ask  himself  the  ques- 
tion in  his  own  mind  why  not  ask  it  in  print?  Why 
should  we  support  our  Seminary? 

1.  Because  it  trains  our  church  leaders.  Train- 
ing for  leadership  is  of  vital  importance  to  any 
cause.  Our  times  have  too  great  confidence  in 
large  groups  where  the  best  that  may  be  done  is 
to  "spray  with  ideas."  Jesus  staked  the  welfare  of 
his  kingdom  upon  the  thorough  training  of  eleven 
men. 

2.  Bethany  provides  a  high  quality  of  training. 
The  Bulletin  of  American  Colleges  for  November 
of  1938  says,  "The  first  qualification  for  a  faculty 
member  is  scholarly  competence."  Judged  by  this 
standard  our  Seminary  stands  well.  Every  mem- 
ber of  the  faculty  was  successful  in  some  line  of 
church  work  before  being  drafted  for  the  training 
task  in  our  church.  Whether  it  is  in  the  Seminary 
or  Training  School,  Bethany  has  high  standards  of 
scholarship. 

3.  It  trains  specifically  for  work  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  We  cannot  expect  other  denomina- 
tions to  train  the  kind  of  leaders  we  need.  Any 
minister  who  takes  his  training  in  the  Seminary 
of  another  denomination  must  waste  time  in  train- 
ing not  planned  for  his  needs.    The  Bethany  facul- 
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ty  received  their  training  and  experience  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  although  each  of  them 
has  had  training  in  institutions  other  than  our 
own.  Being  located  in  Chicago  and  close  to  our 
national  headquarters  in  Elgin  has  helped  Bethany 
to  have  an  outlook  on  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

4.  Our  Seminary  has  been  a  "nourishing  moth- 
er" to  her  students  in  inspiring  further  study. 
Many  a  young  man  who  came  to  Bethany  for  a 
short  course  has  been  inspired  to  finish  his  college 
work.  Many  an  alumnus  of  the  Seminary  has 
done  graduate  study  because  of  his  Seminary  ex- 
perience. 

5.  There  is  no  other  place  where  Bethany  may 
secure  support  except  from  the  church  as  a  whole. 
Each  of  our  colleges  has  certain  territory,  but  the 
Seminary  has  none.  From  the  nature  of  his  work, 
the  entire  expense  cannot  be  borne  by  the  student. 

6.  Bethany  is  building  a  fellowship  in  Christian 
service  which  no  other  school  can  duplicate. 

7.  Our  Seminary  is  giving  an  emphasis  needed 
in  our  day  on  such  things  as  the  importance  of 
the  Bible,  spirituality,  sacrifice  and  loyalty  to  the 
church. 

Some  of  the  ways  in  which  we  may  support  our 
Seminary  are:  sending  students  who  are  prepar- 
ing for  specific  church  work,  provision  of  scholar- 
ship funds,  support  in  the  general  church  budget, 
education  of  our  people  concerning  the  work  of 
the  Seminary  and  through  our  work  and  prayers 
for  this  great  task  of  training  the  future  leadership 
of  the  church. 

Roanoke,  Va. 


The  Significance  of  Bethany  for  Our  Church 

BY  CHARLES  E.  ZUNKEL 

That  which  follows  will  be  both  an  evaluation 
and  a  word  of  appreciation.  It  must  necessarily 
be  personal,  but  I  think  it  may  be  more  than  per- 
sonal. It  is  my  hope  that  in  some  small  way  it 
may  help  some  of  our  people  more  deeply  to  ap- 
preciate our  Seminary. 

As  I  think  back  to  the  three  years  of  work  at 
Bethany  there  are  at  least  five  things  that  for  me 
tend  to  sum  up  the  significance  of  Bethany  as  a 
church  seminary. 

First,  Bethany  has  a  fine,  well-balanced  cur- 
riculum. The  insistence  upon  the  student  covering 
the  major  fields  of  interest  in  preparation  for  one 
of  the  most  difficult  and  exacting  tasks  in  all  of 
life  is  essentially  right.  One  might  spend  most 
of  his  time  in  Biblical  interpretation,  either  New 
Testament  or  Old  Testament.  Or  one  might  eas- 
ily let  a  bent  for  theology  cause  him  to  spend  time 
there  at  the  expense  of  some  other  important  con- 


siderations. Again,  it  might  be  church  history,  or 
social  subjects,  or  mental  health,  or  music  that 
might  captivate  his  interest.  The  minister  must 
have  as  fine  a  training  in  all  of  these  as  time  will 
afford.  One  often  laments  to  himself  that  time 
forbids  him  to  delve  as  deeply  as  he  might  wish. 
But,  having  caught  certain  insights,  or  procedures, 
the  minister  may  pursue  further  studies  while  in 
the  pastorate. 

Second,  Bethany  need  not  feel  at  all  ashamed  of 
her  educational  standards.  I  found  the  faculty 
one  which  expected  fine  scholarship,  for  they  in 
turn  had  such  scholarship  themselves. 

Third,  Bethany,  being  a  Brethren  institution 
with  Brethren  teachers,  has  a  fine  appreciation  for 
our  church  heritage.  This,  to  me,  has  great  sig- 
nificance. We  believe  that  our  church  has  cer- 
tain ideals  that  have  been  held  precious  through 
the  years.  If  our  churches  are  to  attempt  to  main- 
tain these  ideals,  our  ministers  should  have  such 
training  as  will  cultivate  a  keen  appreciation  for 
them.  Fine  as  other  seminaries  may  be,  they  can- 
not and  will  not  emphasize  the  particular  ideals 
that  make  up  our  Brethren  heritage.  We  do  not 
want  our  church  to  lose  its  voice  in  this  day  of 
confusion  and  upheaval.  We  believe  we  have 
something  to  share  with  the  rest  of  Christendom. 

Fourth,  I  found  sane,  devout  and  scholarly 
teachers  at  Bethany.  We  know  well  that  there 
are  many  confusing  voices  that  are  beckoning  for 
a  following  in  our  world.  There  are  seminaries 
that  are  ultra-conservative;  there  are  others  that 
are  ultra-liberal.  There  are  varying  shades  of  the- 
ological thought  being  taught.  To  me  it  was  a 
satisfaction  to  sit  under  devout  men  of  our  church 
who  had  taken  training  from  both  liberal  and  con- 
servative sources  and  had  settled  down  to  a  sane 
theological  position.  Since  the  minister  is  often 
limited  to  three  years  of  special  training  for  the 
ministry,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  pursue  both 
liberal  and  conservative  thought  with  a  view  to 
understanding  both  and  thereafter  settling  upon  a 
sound,  sane,  satisfying  way  of  thinking.  More- 
over, if  our  ministry  is  to  receive  its  training  from 
other  schools,  some  of  them  conservative,  some  of 
them  liberal,  it  will  mean  that  our  church  will  be- 
come a  battleground  in  which  will  be  confusion, 
dissatisfaction,  and  misunderstanding.  Some 
years  ago  a  minister  of  another  denomination  who 
came  to  Bethany  for  some  advanced  training  con- 
fessed to  such  a  situation  existing  within  his 
church,  because  the  ministry  in  his  group  was  be- 
ing trained  in  all  shades  of  theological  thought 
and  opinion.  I  hope  for  the  day  when  our  youth 
will  increasingly  go  to  our  own  church  seminary 
for  their  ministerial  training. 
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Fifth,  one  of  the  most  profound  appreciations  I 
have  for  Bethany  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  has  a 
warm,  glowing,  evangelical  spirit.  This,  I  am  told, 
is  not  true  of  all  other  church  seminaries.  Young 
men  may  be  trained  to  be  keen  intellectually;  in- 
deed they  should  be.  But  they  may  receive  that 
training  without  an  accompanying  spiritual  glow 
which  would  send  them  out  into  the  "fields  white 
unto  the  harvest"  with  an  eagerness  to  claim  them 
for  their  Lord.  Intellect  alone  is  insufficient. 
There  must  be  a  warm,  glowing,  personal  faith. 
This  was  characteristic  of  the  faculty  members. 
Indeed,  it  was  a  spirit  that  seemed  to  pervade  the 
very  life  of  the  school.  I  have  heard  visitors  make 
observations  as  to  the  presence  of  this  spirit  in  the 
school. 

There  is  a  final  word  that  may  be  offered  as  an 
afterthought.  Yet,  it  is  more  significant  than 
that.  It  has  impressed  me  that  Bethany  is  just  a 
bit  unique  in  its  co-educational  character.  It  is  a 
splendid  thing  for  young  men  and  young  women 
to  be  in  ministerial  training  together.  For  some 
the  training  comes  after  marriage;  for  others  be- 
fore. But  the  minister's  wife  needs  some  of  the 
same  careful  training,  insight,  and  outlook  that 
her  husband  has. 

Lima,  Ohio. 


The  Seminary  Trained  Minister 

BY  J.  I.  BAUGHER 

A  casual  observer  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren may  get  the  impression  that  the  background 
and  heritage  of  our  church  contain  a  series  of  re- 
peated and  accumulated  arguments  against  a 
trained  ministry.  It  is  true  that  the  general  prac- 
tice as  well  as  certain  church  decisions  advanced 
during  a  number  of  years  in  the  history  of  our 
church  may  tend  to  verify  this  position  for  the 
superficial  student  of  history. 

If  one  takes  time  to  study  the  deeper  currents  of 
thought  at  work  in  our  church  through  all  of  her 
history,  one  cannot  help  but  observe  that  we  are 
slowly  but  surely  going  in  the  direction  of  a  Semi- 
nary trained  ministry. 

Our  church  ahvays  demanded  a  trained  ministry. 
Our  church  more  than  the  average  denomina- 
tion always  looked  for  men  for  the  ministry  who 
were  tried,  trained  and  skilled  in  those  achieve- 
ments for  which  the  church  stands.  The  church 
always  looked  for  leaders  who  were  spiritual,  had 
contact  with  the  common  people  and  the  good 
earth  and,  above  all,  men  who  gave  evidence  of  a 
reasonable  degree  of  achievement  in  promoting 
these  virtues  through  integrity  and  simplicity  of 
life.    Let  no  one  say  these  men  were  not  trained. 


Because  these  basic  virtues  were  frequently  for- 
gotten by  the  typical  Seminary  in  its  training  pro- 
gram, some  of  our  own  casual  observers  through 
the  phenomenon  of  "associative  shift"  attached 
the  idea  of  training  to  a  Seminary  and  the  lack 
of  training  in  the  life  of  a  minister  to  the  absence 
of  attendance  in  a  Seminary. 

This  reasoning  leads  to  a  false  and  dangerous 
assumption.  Our  church  has  always  demanded  a 
ministry  that  is  intelligent,  informed,  challenging 
and  practical.  A  ministry  that  puts  simplicity  of 
life,  integrity  of  service,  and  sacredness  of  per- 
sonality at  the  center  of  values.  In  a  complex 
civilization  this  calls  for  the  highest  sort  of  educa- 
tion and  the  most  painstaking  efforts  in  training. 

Our  church  demanded  an  integrated  ministry. 

Our  church  was  never  opposed  to  systematic 
Bible  study,  or  the  study  of  history,  or  the  use  of 
good  English  or  German,  or  effective  public  speak- 
ing. Our  church  was  always  interested  in  church 
history,  church  government  and  Conference  de- 
cisions. Our  church  people,  however,  always  de- 
manded that  in  addition  to  or  even  in  place  of 
these  interests  their  leaders  have  firsthand  infor- 
mation from  God  through  meditation  and  fellow- 
ship in  their  daily  life.  Furthermore,  they  insisted 
that  they  do  not  stay  too  long  on  Mt.  Sinai  like 
Moses  of  old,  but  that  they  come  down  from  the 
mountain  and  live  with  the  people  and  inspire  and 
teach  them.  They  wanted  to  have  judges  and 
men  in  whom  they  could  confide  among  them,  not 
armchair  philosophers  and  speculative  theolo- 
gians. They  wanted  a  practical,  trained-for-life 
ministry.  Our  church  never  was  against  that  for 
which  a  real  Seminary  stands,  but  only  against  a 
certain  type  of  narrow  academic  training  that  is 
frequently  and  often  properly  associated  with 
some  Seminaries. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  endeavors  to  prepare 

such  a  ministry  for  our  church. 

Every  intelligent  minister  and  every  intelligent 
layman  in  our  church  today  knows  the  need  for 
careful  study  of  the  Bible,  the  nature  and  mission 
of  the  church  and  the  related  subjects.  This 
knowledge  is  required  by  a  young  minister  before 
he  can  do  effective  work.  All  of  us  likewise  sense 
the  importance  of  the  ability  to  work  with  people 
if  we  would  do  any  social  work  that  is  worth 
while. 

The  United  States  government  knows  full  well 
that  the  training  of  soldiers  is  important  if  she 
would  fight  effectively.  The  several  states  know 
the  importance  of  teacher  training.  The  medical 
associations  guard  the  standards  of  medical  train- 
ing jealously.    Industries  at  this  time  take  an  un- 
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usual  interest  in  industrial  education  not  only  in 
factory  and  shop,  but  also  in  the  schools  and  in 
camps. 

Our  Seminary  helps  young  men  to  know  not 
only  the  Bible  and  the  church,  but  gives  them 
practical  experience  in  working  with  the  people 
in  the  church  and  in  the  community.  Our  Semi- 
nary does  more  than  that.  It  helps  our  young 
men  to  come  in  close  contact  with  the  church  or- 
ganization at  Elgin  and  with  her  church  leaders 
in  conference  and  throughout  the  nation.  It  puts 
our  young  men  on  fire  for  God,  for  the  church  and 
for  the  regeneration  of  poor  sin-sick  human  so- 
ciety. Our  Seminary  gives  us  the  old-fashioned 
preacher  with  a  modern  training,  not  trained  dif- 
ferently but  more  intensively  than  the  man  of  the 
past. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  can  help  your  church 

through  her  ministry. 

If  your  local  church  has  an  adequate  personnel 
in  the  ministry  you  are  indeed  fortunate.  You 
should  support  Bethany  so  that  other  churches 
may  be  similarly  provided.  If  you  are  not  ade- 
quately cared  for  in  this  respect  you  should  get  in 
touch  with  the  president  of  the  Seminary,  Presi- 
dent Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary, Chicago,  111.,  and  make  your  wants  known. 
Splendid  young  men  are  available  from  time  to 
time. 

Our  church  in  Hershey,  Pa.,  has  secured  one  of 
these  young  men.  He  is  doing  outstanding  service 
for  us.  Our  people  are  more  than  pleased  with  his 
work.  Two  other  young  men  from  our  church  are 
in  the  Seminary  at  this  time.  Two  others  have 
recently  been  licensed  for  the  ministry  and  plan 
to  go  to  Seminary  after  their  college  work  is  com- 
pleted. Our  church  will  live  as  long  as  we  have 
a  live  ministry. 

Hershey,  Pa. 


After  Ten  Years 

In  Three  Parts — Part  One 

I  hope  you  will  not  consider  my  message  a  selfish  in- 
dulgence in  the  experiences  of  the  last  ten  years  of  my 
life.  What  I  am  doing  is  being  done  after  very  thought- 
ful and  prayerful  consideration.  There  are  significant 
occasions  when  I  believe  every  minister  should  lay  aside 
reserve  and  take  the  people  of  his  congregation  into  his 
confidence  and  reveal  unto  them  his  hopes  and  his 
dreams,  his  disappointments  and  his  discouragements, 
his  high  resolves  and  his  prayers.  This  is  what  I  would 
like  to  do  in  this  statement. 

Ten  years  ago  I  stood  in  the  pulpit  for  my 
first  appearance  as  a  full-time  pastor.  A  little  over 
a  week  prior  to  that  appearance  I  had  been  graduated 
from  the  theological  Seminary.  It  was  a  great  occasion 
for  me,   an  occasion  I  had  eagerly  looked  forward  to 


ever  since  my  election  to  the  Christian  ministry  and 
my  decision  to  give  my  full  time  to  the  work  of  the 
church.  If  I  was  not  humble  enough  on  that  morning 
it  was  due  to  my  ignorance  concerning  those  details 
of  Christian  leadership  which  were  not  covered  in  the 
textbooks  and  lectures  to  which  I  had  been  exposed 
for  several  years.  If  I  seemed  a  bit  forward  and  too 
aggressive  then,  or  even  later,  it  was  because  of  my 
confidence  and  faith  in  the  high  ideals  I  had  set  for 
myself  and  my  task. 

One  of  the  things  we  studied  in  the  theological 
Seminary  was  how  to  plan  a  preaching  program  that 
would  build  up  a  congregation  spiritually.  They  tried 
to  teach  us  something  of  the  meaning  of  worship  and 
the  art  of  conducting  public  worship.  We  were  in- 
structed in  the  use  of  drama,  music  and  art  as  means 
of  presenting  the  Christian  gospel.  Most  of  all  we 
studied  the  Bible  and  were  taught  something  of  how 
it  should  be  interpreted.  Therefore  as  I  stood  in  that 
pulpit  ten  years  ago  it  was  one  of  the  deepest 
longings  of  my  soul  to  preach  and  teach  the 
Word,  and  conduct  worship  services  which  would  lead 
people  farther  and  more  deeply  in  their  knowledge  and 
experience  of  Christian  truth. 

In  addition  to  my  Seminary  training,  I  had  been 
brought  up  in  a  home  that  supported  the  church  and 
its  program,  that  loved  the  church  and  its  spiritual 
ministry,  and  that  honored  and  respected  Christian 
leaders.  Therefore  I  naively  concluded  that  the  sort 
of  ministry  I  wanted  to  give  and  had  been  trained  to 
render  would  be  appreciated  by  the  people  I  had  been 
called  to  serve.  But  I  discovered  that  because  a  person 
belongs  to  the  church  does  not  mean  he  loves  the 
church  and  can  be  depended  upon  to  support  its  pro- 
gram. I  discovered  that  people  take  the  opportunity 
and  obligation  of  church  attendance  very  lightly  and 
that  the  art  of  worship  is  engaged  in  seriously  by  very 
few  people.  I  further  discovered  that  people  would 
much  rather  hear  sermons  on  favorite  texts  and  doc- 
trines than  to  hear  a  discussion  of  some  neglected 
phase  of  the  Christian  message.  I  also  discovered  that 
the  church  and  its  program  are  not  very  sacred  to  very 
many  people,  and  that  duties  and  responsibilities  in 
connection  with  the  church  program  come  second  to 
business,  pleasure  and  personal  feeling.  I  remember 
one  time  I  planned  a  certain  program  well  in  advance 
so  there  would  be  no  conflicts.  Then  I  went  to  a  cer- 
tain lady  whose  support  was  almost  necessary  to  the 
success  of  the  program  and  asked  her  if  she  would 
keep  the  date  for  this  program  open.  Her  reply  was, 
"Well,  I  can't  say.  I  have  nothing  planned  for  that 
date  now,  but  I  don't  know  what  might  turn  up." 
That  lady,  and  there  are  many  like  her,  would  not 
reserve  in  her  life  any  time  for  the  church  and  its 
program.  She  would  give  the  church  time  if  nothing 
else  turned  up.  This  indifference  to  the  Christian 
church,  to  its  program,  and  its  message,  resulted  in  one 
of  the  bitterest  disillusionments  of  my  ministry. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  those  who  have 
deeply  appreciated  the  efforts  that  I  have  made  to 
give  as  best  I  can  within  the  limits  of  my  ability  an 
effective  preaching  ministry.  There  have  been  those 
who  have  entered  into  a  finer  worship  experience,  who 
have  enjoyed  a  deeper  experience  of  the  working  of 
God's  grace  in  their  lives.  There  have  been  those 
whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  church  and  its  pro- 
gram have  been  unwavering     They  have  been  a  great 


12 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— September  6,  1941 


challenge  and  inspiration.  Then,  it  is  deeply  moving 
to  know  that  there  are  those  that  have  and  are  still 
looking  to  me  for  spiritual  help  and  guidance.  It  is  this 
group  that  enables  a  minister  to  keep  his  faith  in  the 
mission  and  task  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

A  minister  is  human,  and  as  a  human  being  needs 
to  know  of  the  approval  and  appreciation  of  those  to 
whom  he  ministers.  He  needs  to  feel  that  his  ministry 
is  helpful  and  worth  while.  On  the  other  hand,  no 
real  minister  is  interested  in  his  success  as  a  minister 
except  as  it  will  serve  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of 
God.  And  so  I  do  not  want  anyone  to  come  to 
church,  to  give  to  the  church's  program,  or  to  support 
and  work  for  the  church  because  they  like  me,  or 
because  I  am  pastor.  I  want  them  to  do  it  because 
they  love  the  Lord,  because  they  love  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  because  they  appreciate  what  the  Lord  has 
done  for  them.  If  I  can't  get  people  to  love  and  serve 
and  obey  the  Lord,  then  I  fail  as  a  minister. 

And  so  as  I  come  to  the  end  of  the  first  decade  of 
my  ministry  and  begin  another  ten  years,  if  God  wills, 
I  believe  more  than  ever  before  in  the  prophetic  and 
priestly  functions  of  the  minister.  I  pray,  and  ask  you 
to  pray,  that  I  might  have  more  understanding  and 
spiritual  discernment  that  I  may  be  able  to  preach 
the  Word  of  God  with  power.  I  pray,  and  ask  you 
to  pray,  that  I  may  be  able  to  enter  more  fully  into 
an  experience  of  his  grace  and  thus  be  better  fitted 
to  lead  others  into  his  presence  that  as  a  priest  of  the 
Most  High  I  may  serve  acceptably  and  effectively  be- 
fore the  altar  on  every  occasion  of  public  worship. 


My  Alternative  to  Lagro 

BY  HOWARD  JAMES  BURNETT 

They  will  tell  many  of  us  young  men  that  we  are  un- 
fit physically  for  Uncle  Sam's  forces  now  in  camp.  Like 
myself,  others  will  have  defects,  too,  slight  in  nature, 
but  which  rule  them  unfit  for  training  in  the  army's 
rigorous  life.  However,  for  us  Brethren  boys,  camp 
means  our  church  camps,  like  Camp  Lagro.  When  one 
is  classed  in  4F,  then  not  even  C.  O.  camp  comes  and  a 
young  man  is  again  back  in  the  normal  "undraft-both- 
ered  life  before  last  Oct.  16."  The  question  then  rises 
to  point  itself  at  us,  "What  can  I  do  now  since  I  don't 
have  to  go  to  either  army  or  the  C.  O.  camp?"  Friends 
are  sacrificing  a  year  of  their  young  lives  in  furtherance 
of  an  ideal,  perhaps  yet  indistinct  to  them;  and  in  turn 
I  should  not  let  my  next  few  years  roll  on  unperturbed 
by  a  year  from  home  or  school.  Since  I  have  the  bless- 
ings of  unrestricted  liberty  at  home  and  school,  then  I 
should  match  them,  and  more,  in  how  I  spend  1941  and 
the  following  months.  Really,  these  next  few  months 
should  be  a  challenge  to  me  to  see  how  much  I  can  do. 
Perhaps  "I"  and  "me"  should  be  "you,"  for  there  are 
those  of  you  who  could  be  the  subject  of  this  article. 

1.  I  can  assume  a  more  active  role  in  church  program 
participation.  One  can  say  that  perhaps  it  was  desig- 
nated that  we  not  go  to  the  army  camps  or  to  Civilian 
Service  camps  in  order  that  we  could  be  a  more  power- 
ful influence  at  home  for  the  principles  back  of  those 
camps.  Yet  there  are  many  young  men  below  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  who  do  not  know  themselves  on  mat- 
ters of  military  service  and  the  great  problems  attached 
to  war  in  relation  to  modern  life.  As  these  men  are  in 
the  church,  perhaps  I  can  do  a  bit  in  helping  them  to 


review  their  consciences  and  form  concrete  convictions 
for  the  times  ahead.  This  can  be  done  by  personal:  con- 
versation and  through  group  discussions  and  whatever 
means  I  see  handy.  The  church  must  become  a  more 
dynamic  factor  in  men's  lives  as  contemporary  living 
becomes  more  strenuous  and  fraught  with  nationalism 
and  its  panaceas.  Hence,  I  can  fulfill  my  obligation  by 
helping  the  church  program  become  more  real  and  alive. 
Then  will  the  men  and  women  needing  guidance  seek 
the  church. 

2.  I  can  make  myself  a  more  dynamic  individual  and 
through  my  daily  contacts  be  a  more  powerful  and 
stabilizing  influence  as  people  talk  war  and  hatred  and 
resentment.  Were  this  purpose  to  be  meaningful  to  me, 
I  would  plan  a  consistent  program  of  reading  and  study 
for  myself.  Then  as  opportunities  for  discussion  and 
criticism  present  themselves  on  the  topics  heretofore 
mentioned,  I  could  make  a  more  significant  contribution. 
One  can  talk  and  talk  at  length,  but  to  make  any  lasting 
impression  is  not  so  much  extent  as  content.  Reading 
and  acquainting  oneself  with  the  thoughts  of  great  men 
on  popular  topics  can  raise  an  individual  from  the  level 
of  an  uninformed  cracker  box  orator  to  the  considera- 
tion which  is  given  a  man  who  has  thought  and  read 
much.  To  know  myself  and  be  certain  that  the  state- 
ments I  make  are  truly  mine  and  are  aiming  at  a  high 
purpose  should  be  a  personal  task.  Other  than  through 
good  conversation,  I  can  be  a  dynamic  personality  com- 
pensating for  C.  O.  camp,  by  studying  my  conduct  and 
speech.  Riddance  of  poor  language,  necessarily  not 
grammatical,  and  letting  my  words  denote  the  type 
of  man  on  a  higher  level  of  living,  can  be  an  asset. 
Also,  if  I  can  express  the  joy  of  living  for  all  that  is  in 
it,  seeing  the  humorous,  the  spiritual,  and  the  meaty 
portions  of  life,  then  I  can  be  more  than  an  addition  to 
any  crowd.  Living  with  a  high  purpose,  I  suppose  this 
could  be  called.  In  other  words,  I  can,  as  the  men  in 
Lagro,  stand  for  principles;  and  being  in  civilian  life, 
have  a  chance  to  stand  more  attractively  and  construc- 
tively than  they.  These  possibilities  should  be  a  real 
challenge  to  us  men  not  going  to  any  camp. 

3.  Public  fever,  as  I've  seen  it  in  school  and  the  fac- 
tory, is  highly  hysterical.  Increased  military  training, 
more  armament,  even  gradual  or  full  participation 
abroad,  are  seemingly  supported  by  common  assent.  He 
who  disagrees  and  advocates  a  policy  of  unhurried  calm 
or  total  disagreement  is  in  the  minority.  Men  are 
weekly  growing  less  peace  loving.  And  so  it  must  be  a 
prime  objective  of  those  who  were  relegated  to  civilian 
life  for  good  not  to  be  too  outspoken.  We  were  singu- 
larly blessed  above  the  men  who  yet  await  their  draft 
numbers  and  induction  into  a  year  or  more  of  inter- 
rupted civilian  life.  Much  bitter  comment  can  be 
heaped  upon  us  and  our  friends  and  the  church.  "You're 
safe  from  it  all,  now  preach  all  you  want."  And  so  in- 
telligent phrasing  of  comments  and  appropriate  timing 
can  be  another  point  in  this  program. 

Our  role  in  these  periods  when  national  feeling  is 
running  so  bitterly  military  can  be  a  valuable  one. 
Whether  we  are  in  a  conscientious  objector's  camp,  or  in 
adult  life  and  free  from  draft  call,  or  in  young  life  and 
classed  out  of  the  selective  training  service,  we  can 
play  a  great  stabilizing  part  in  not  allowing  ourselves  to 
become  hysterical  about  what  might  happen.  By  our 
conversation  we  perhaps  can  cause  a  few  to  stop  and 
consider. 

Anderson,  Ind.  '.  j 
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The  Great  Compulsion 

BY  LEO  LILLIAN  WISE 

David  Lee  was  sitting  in  the  shadows.  The  lights 
had  not  been  turned  on  in  the  room  when  two 
men  stopped  just  outside  the  door.  Thus  without 
intention  upon  his  part  he  became  an  unwilling 
listener.  Contrary  to  belief  the  listener  did  not 
hear  evil  spoken  of  himself. 

"Yes,  there's  no  doubt  about  his  post,"  Charlie 
mused.  "He  is  one  of  the  brainiest  men  ever  to 
graduate  from  the  seminary.  It  is  well  under- 
stood that  David  Lee  will  go  to  the  Mount  Wealthy 
church.  Why,  man  alive,  he'd  be  foolish  to  let  a 
chance  like  that  slip  through  his  fingers! 

"It's  a  large  congregation,"  Charlie  waxed  en- 
thusiastic and  David  hoped  they  were  not  coming 
on  into  the  room  where  he  was.  "And  lots  of 
wealth.  Just  no  limit  to  the  opportunity  to  lay  out 
a  well-rounded  program." 

"And  is  he  able  to  chart  such  a  program?"  asked 
the  other,  a  voice  strange  to  David. 

"Absolutely."  Positive  assurance  rang  in  Char- 
lie's voice.  "Knows  how  to  meet  folks  and  get 
along  with  them." 

Just  then  the  two  moved  on  out  of  hearing  and 
David  frowned.  "Why  is  it,"  he  asked  himself, 
"that  everyone  else  takes  it  for  granted  what  you 
will  do  when  you  don't  know  yourself?"  Then  he 
went  back  to  pondering  over  a  question  that  had 
been  pounding  itself  in  his  brain  these  several 
weeks.  What  would  Marcia  think  or  say?  For  he 
and  Marcia  were  to  pledge  their  vows  in  her  home 
church  a  few  days  following  the  commencement 
activities  at  the  seminary. 

"Hi!  David."  Merry  voices  hailed  him  as  he 
alighted  from  the  Greyhound  Bus  at  Central  Ter- 
minal the  following  week  end.  "Marcia  was  head 
over  heels  in  conference  with  a  P.  T.  A.  committee 
so  we  came  to  meet  you." 

"Fine,"  said  David  as  he  shoved  his  suitcase  in 
the  back  of  the  car  and  then  hopped  nimbly  in 
beside  Marcia's  young  brother  Dick.  "But  say, 
are  these  the  cousins  long  expected  for  a  visit?" 

"We  are,"  two  very  merry  blue-eyed  girls  an- 
swered him.  "We're  the  twins,  Doris  and  Donna." 

"You  will  find  the  house  overrunning  with  rela- 
tives," Dick  grinned.  "They  have  descended  upon 
us  like  an  avalanche!" 

"Just  listen,"  the  twins  exclaimed;  "you'd  think 
he  was  sore  about  it." 

"Knowing  Dick  as  I  do,"  David  laughed,  "I  know 
he  is  far  from  being  sore  about  it." 

It  was  as  the  young  lad  had  said,  truly  a  gather- 


ing of  kinfolk.  There  was  tiny,  frail  Aunt  Betty 
whom  David  had  met  before;  also  tall,  resolute 
Uncle  Luke.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  fun- 
loving  twins.  And  others  whom  David  had  heard 
of,  but  was  meeting  now  for  the  first  time.  And  he 
liked  these  new-made  friends.  There  was  some- 
thing about  the  turn  of  Cousin  Ruth's  head  that 
reminded  him  of  Marcia,  and  when  she  came  in 
a  little  later  he  said  to  her;  "I've  discovered  just 
why  you  do  this  and  that.  You've  inherited  many 
gestures  from  your  relatives." 

"Isn't  that  nice,"  Marcia  smiled  at  him.  She  was 
so  very  glad  to  see  him  after  several  months  since 
his  last  visit. 

David  discovered  that  there  was  little  time  or 
chance  to  have  the  personal  talk  with  Marcia,  the 
talk  he  hoped  would  answer  the  questions  assail- 
ing him  these  several  weeks.  For  there  were  too 
many  around,  and  to  add  to  all  this,  he  had  been 
asked  to  give  the  sermon  on  Sunday  morning  at 
the  Bethel  church  where  several  generations  of 
the  Garvers  had  attended.  And  it  seemed  Marcia 
had  promised  to  help  a  group  with  a  special  musi- 
cal number  if  they  would  come  to  her  home  to 
practice  on  Saturday  evening. 

"Come,  sit  beside  me,"  frail  Aunt  Betty  invited 
as  the  others  gathered  round  the  piano  to  sing 
well-beloved  hymns.  At  once  David  accepted  her 
invitation;  he  liked  this  little  old  lady  who  was 
the  aunt  of  Marcia's  father. 

"They  tell  me" — the  soft  voice  was  low  and 
sweet — "that  you  will  soon  be  graduating." 
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-Yes,"  David  nodded  soberly.  "And  then,"  the 
tiny  old  woman  went  on,  "you  will  not  be  finished; 
you  will  just  be  on  the  threshold  of  life.  You  have 
your  plans  all  made?" 

"No,  I  haven't,"  David  confessed  to  her. 

"Thought  not,"  she  said  sagely,  "and  you've 
come  to  talk  it  over  with  Marcia.  Well,  son,  don't 
be  afraid  to  tell  her  all  that  is  in  your  heart. 
Marcia  is  a  very  understanding  person." 

For  a  bit  longer  Aunt  Betty  talked  in  her  low 
voice  and  David  felt  a  new  humbleness  sweep 
over  him.  As  she  finished  he  looked  into  her  face 
intently  and  then  murmured:  "Thank  you,  Aunt 
Betty.    I  think  you,  too,  understand  folks." 

That  evening  a  basket  had  been  packed  by  Mar- 
cia and  she  said  to  the  family,  "David  and  I  are 
going  out  to  sit  on  my  'rock'  and  have  our  visit." 
The  family  knew  where  the  'rock'  was.  Since 
childhood  Marcia  had  often  gone  to  this  spot 
when  she  wished  to  be  alone  or  take  just  one 
other  with  her.  It  overlooked  a  long  stretch  down 
into  the  valley  which  sprawled  beneath. 

"And  now,  David,"  she  said  when  she  was  seat- 
ed, "tell  me  all  about  it." 

David  looked  up  a  bit  startled. 

She  smiled  as  she  went  on.  "Did  you  think  I 
couldn't  see  that  you've  something  on  your  mind? 
Tell  me." 

David  was  standing  so  he  could  look  directly 
into  her  candid  eyes.  "It  is  like  this,"  he  began 
slowly,  "folks  are  taking  it  for  granted  that  I  will 
go  to  Mount  Wealthy." 

He  paused  and  she  prodded  him  gently  with  the 
interrogation,  "And  you  would  rather  not?" 

"Oh,  I  don't  know!"  he  groaned  as  he  dropped 
his  head  for  a  moment. 

She  suggested  gently,  "Suppose  you  tell  me  the 
other  thing  you'd  like  to  do." 

"It's  like  this — "  he  sat  up  straight  as  if  he  were 
glad  to  voice  his  thoughts — "when  I  go  home  at  a 
certain  corner  I  turn  to  the  right.  It  takes  me 
through  a  thriving  country  where  folks  are  pros- 
perous, where  the  farms  are  well  kept  up  and  the 
buildings  are  spruce  and  trim." 

"But  if  you  should  turn  left  at  that  certain 
corner?" 

"You  come  onto  the  Harris  Settlement."  David's 
eyes  shone  as  he  began  talking  faster  and  faster. 
"As  you  know  it  is  a  community  where  they  are 
not  prosperous;  here  are  people  who  have  been 
taken  advantage  of.  You  see  the  gullies  and  gash- 
es needing  cover  crops  to  prevent  further  soil 
erosion.  You  see  homes  desperately  in  need  of 
much  to  make  them  comfortable.    You  find  lean 


men  with  a  grim  look  in  their  eyes.  Needing 
someone  to  lead  them  into  a  better  way  of  living 
both  materially  and  for  their  souls'  sake." 

"And  is  there  a  chance  that  you  could  be  that 
leader?" 

"Yes,"  David  said  slowly,  "I've  been  approached 
by  the  District  Mission  Board  about  it." 

"And  you  have  read,"  Marcia  went  on  thought- 
fully, "of  the  priest  up  in  Maine  who  went  into  a 
community  sorely  in  need  of  aid.  And  he  has  been 
leading  a  gallant  fight,  helping  all  folk  regardless 
of  creed  or  race.  And  that  has  heartened  you  to 
consider  this  opportunity  for  us." 

"But  it  isn't  fair  to  you."  The  words  came  as  if 
torn  from  his  heart. 

"Fair?"  she  repeated  after  him.    "Why  not?" 

"Because — "  how  Marcia  loved  the  dogged  set 
to  his  chin!  "Because  you  had  to  work  your  way 
through  college  rather  than  make  it  harder  for 
your  folks.  You've  scrubbed  floors,  washed  dishes, 

On  Wings  of  Prayer 

BY   LULU   N.    MILLER 

Though  small  it  is,  the  little  world 
In  which  my  feet  may  move, 
I  still  can  travel  in  far  ways, 
All  planned  by  One  I  love. 

How  may  I  go?     On  wings  of  prayer, 
With  spirit  loosed  and  free; 
No  limits  are  there  to  my  course, 
No  bounds  on  land  or  sea. 

Where  may  I  go?     First  up  to  him 
With  whom  a  task  I  share; 
He  fits  me  with  all  that  I'll  need, 
Then  off,  on  wings  of  prayer  .  .  . 

I  join  the  Christians,  singing, 

In  Afric's  sunny  land; 

Walk  side  by  side  with  workers  there, 

E'en  clasp  a  leper's  hand! 

To  Europe,  grey  with  suffering; 
With  China's  noble  band 
I  linger  here,  and  weep;  then  cross 
To  India's  beauteous  land. 

I  climb  a  Southern  mountain  pass, 
O'er  a  lonely,  rugged  trail, 
With  one  who  bears  the  news  of  love, 
And  peace  that  shall  prevail. 

Mid  strange  new  scenes  in  every  clime, 

To  the  islands  of  the  sea, 

In  far  lands,  or  in  the  homeland, 

In  a  moment  I  may  be. 

Thanks,  Lord,  that  in  thy  work  of  grace, 
Thus  joyously,  I  may  share. 
The  upper  air  is  bracing,  sweet, 
When  on  the  wings  of  prayer. 

Glendora,  Calif. 
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stayed  with  cranky  invalids  at  night,  taken  care  of 
small   children." 

"I  met  folks,  didn't  I?"  she  challenged  him. 

"Yes,"  he  said  slowly,  "but  now  you  are  entitled 
to  the  niceties  of  life,  to  the  privileges  you've 
earned.  And  that  isn't  the  only  thing  either,"  he 
broke  off  lamely. 

"What  else?"  she  insisted  stoutly. 

"Security  for  the  children  we  hope  to  have,"  he 
said. 

For  a  moment  the  two  sat  silent,  then  Marcia 
leaned  forward  to  say  earnestly:  "They  will  have 
the  security  of  love  and  faith,  my  dear.  What 
more  could  any  child  ask?  And  in  the  building 
up  of  a  community  that  needs  help  so  badly  we 
would  be  working  side  by  side,  wouldn't  we?  As 
for  my  working  my  way  through  college,  didn't 
that  prepare  me  for  just  such  a  career?  I  should 
hope  I'm  not  a  softie!  But,  David,  there  is  some 
urge  that  compels  you  to  want  to  do  this  thing. 
Tell  me  what  it  is." 

"Yes,  there  is  an  urge,  a  driving  one,"  he  admit- 
ted. "The  same  urge  that  sent  my  great-great- 
grandfather out  into  a  frontier  land  to  preach  to 
the  Indians  and  the  newly  arrived  white  settlers. 
The  urge  that  sent  my  great-grandfather  to  Mis- 
souri, and  my  grandmother  to  the  Dakotas!  To  go 
where  I  am  needed." 

"Their  women  went  with  them,"  Marcia  said 
softly. 

He  pulled  her  to  her  feet  and  demanded,  "And 
you  will  go  with  me?" 

"Yes,  my  dear." 

De  Graff,  Ohio. 


Sunday  Evening  Blessings 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

"I  don't  think  I'll  go  to  church  this  evening.  My 
head  aches,  and — "  Sister  Kumplaner  sighed  dis- 
mally. "  'Course,  I  suppose  I  ought  to  go.  But 
it's  getting  real  cloudy  in  the  west,  and  if  I  were 
to  get  wet,  my  rheumatism  would  get  worse — 
doctor  said  so — and,  anyway,  there's  never  much 
happens  in  a  Sunday  evening  service.  Oh,  dear, 
here  comes  old  Sister  Fuller — and  I'm  just  about 
sure  she's  going  to  church!  Why'd  she  happen 
along — just  to  make  me  feel  worse,  with  my  head- 
ache, and — oh,  good-evening,  Sister  Faith!  Won't 
you  come  in  and  have  a  cup  of  coffee?  I  was  just 
getting  some  ready — " 

Sister  Fuller  smiled  as  she  entered.  "Don't  both- 
er, Sister  Kumplaner.  I'm  just  on  the  way  over 
to  the  church,  and  there's  hardly  time.  Must  be 
on  hand  at  Christian  Workers',  you  know — they've 
given  me  a  part  tonight.    I'm  not  much  at  speakin' 


but  there's  so  few  come  durin'  the  summer  months, 
and  I  says  to  Jim,  I  must  be  on  hand.  You're 
goin',  aren't  you,  Alice?" 

Sister  Kumplaner  sighed  and  held  her  head. 
"I  know  I  ought  to,  Faith.  But  honestly,  this  head- 
ache's driving  me  nearly  insane,  and — well,  you 
know  how  our  evening  services  are  in  summer,  so 
few  there,  and  the  preacher  seems  so  dull,  and — " 

Sister  Fuller  smiled  her  slow,  kindly  smile.  "I 
know  how  you  feel,  Sister  Alice.  'Deed  I  do.  Felt 
that  way  many  times  myself.  But  I  always  think 
about  Thomas — " 

"Thomas  who?"  Sister  Kumplaner's  ear  was  at- 
tuned for  bits  of  news.  "Sister  Emily's  man's  not 
come  back,  has  he?" 

"No.  I  mean  Thomas  in  the  Bible.  He  was 
fooled  one  evenin',  don't  you  remember,  Alice? 
He  didn't  think  there  was  goin'  to  be  anything 
special  or  he  wouldn't  have  been  absent  from  the 
meetin'  the  night  Christ  appeared  to  the  disciples. 
'Course,  just  because  the  dear  Lord  was  so  kind 
he  did  come  again  a  week  later,  when  Thomas  was 
there — an  he  blessed  him,  too!  But  somehow — " 
Sister  Faith  Fuller's  old  eyes  rested  upon  the  blue 
hills  far  to  the  westward.  "Somehow  I've  always 
had  a  feelin',  Sister  Alice,  that  old  Thomas  was 
always  sorry  he  wasn't  there  that  night.  I  guess 
he  must-a  often  thought  'bout  the  words  the  Mas- 
ter said,  one  day,  about  bein'  'not  faithless,  but 
believing'." 

Sister  Kumplaner  poured  the  coffee  very  care- 
fully before  she  spoke. 

"You  make  me  feel  that  I  will  miss  something 
if  I  stay  at  home  this  evening,  Faith,"  she  said. 
"I  have  never  thought  about  the  matter  in  just 
that  way.    Well,  my  head's  aching  terribly,  but — " 

"I'm  sure  this  coffee  may  help  it — and  I  know 
the  Lord  will  bless  you  if  you  go." 

"I'll  go  along.  But  I  don't  want  you  to  be  late 
for  Christian  Workers'  meeting.  I'll  just  hide 
these  dishes  underneath  the  dishpan,  and  do  them 
when  I  come  back!"  And  Sister  Kumplaner  bustled 
about,  getting  ready,  with  sudden  alacrity. 

"We  never  know  just  when  God  has  a  blessing 
waiting  for  us,"  Sister  Fuller  commented,  as  they 
walked  along.  "But  I  guess  there's  most  always  one 
waitin'  if  we  have  the  faith  to  receive  it." 

Sister  Kumplaner  smiled  as  she  helped  the  old 
lady  across  the  street.  "Sister  Faith,  you  were 
rightly  named!  You  have  not  only  the  name, 
Faith;  but  you  have  the  real  thing  too!  I'm  sure 
God  has  already  blessed  me  this  evening — by  send- 
ing you  across  my  path.  Well,  here  we  are— 
on  time!  Dear  me,  I  was  afraid  we'd  be  late — and 
I  do  want  to  hear  your  talk  in  Christian  Workers!" 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-1942 

Building  With  Christ 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  September  7 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Revelation:  A  Message  to 
Persecuted  Churches.— Rev.  2:1-11.  Golden  Text,  Be 
thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  the  crown 
of  life.    Rev.  2:10. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Nature  of  Prayer. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  New  Persons  for  New  Problems. 

Intermediates,  Strive  on  Toward  the  Goal. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Sampson  Hill  church,  Ind. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  First  church,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Md.,  Bro.  A. 
J.  Caricofe,  evangelist. 

Thirteen  baptized  in  the  Nocona  church,  Tex.,  Bro. 
Russell  West,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Albright  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Law- 
rence Bianchi,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Southern  Ohio, 
Bro.  Otto  Laursen,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Hickory  Grove  church,  Ind., 
Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Locust  Grove  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Walter  Thomas,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Lower  Stillwater  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  six  reconsecrated  in  the  Oakvale 
church,  W.  Va.,  Sister  Garnet  Tiller,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Castine  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Theo.  Eley,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Cross  Road  church,  Summit 
Mills  congregation.  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Oak 
Grove  church,  111.,  Bro.  Dolar  C.  Ritchey,  evangelist. 

•  •        • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers  carry? 

Bro.  C.  L.  Cox  in  the  Maitland,  Pa.,  church,  Sept.  8-21; 
in  the  Claysburg  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  28— Oct.  12. 

Bro.  W.  Harold  Row  of  Richmond,  Va.,  Sept.  14-21  in 
the  Peters  Creek  congregation,  five  miles  northwest  of 
Roanoke,  Va. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  25 
— Sept.  7  in  the  Pleasant  View  congregation,  Wakeman's 
Grove  house,  Va. 

•  •        e 

Personal  Mention 
Southern   Iowa   has   chosen   Eld.   Chas.   A.   Albin   as 
Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the   1942  Conference. 
We  always  give  the  alternate's  name  also  when  we  have 
this  information. 


Bro.  H.  D.  Jones  writes  us  that  he  is  closing  his  nine 
years  of  service  with  the  Lake  Ridge  congregation  (N. 
Y.)  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  is  open  to  consider  a 
a  new  pastoral  engagement.  His  address  is  Aurora, 
N.  Y. 

Northern  Indiana  has  chosen  Elders  A.  F.  Morris, 
Galen  Bowman  and  G.  W.  Phillips  as  Standing  Commit- 
tee delegates  to  the  next  General  Conference,  with  Eld- 
ers R.  A.  Sherman,  H.  F.  Richards  and  L.  U.  Kreider  as 
alternates. 

Brother  and  Sister  F.  H.  Crumpacker  have  been 
spending  some  time  since  the  La  Verne  Conference  in 
the  Nampa,  Idaho,  community.  From  Sept.  10  to  Oct. 
31  their  headquarters  will  be  at  McPherson,  Kans. 
Watch  for  Bro.  C.'s  "Plea"  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Mes- 
senger. 

Bro.  John  C.  Middlekauff,  pastor  at  Richardson  Park, 
Del.,  a  suburb  of  Wilmington,  urges  pastors,  families 
and  friends  to  notify  him  of  people  coming  to  Wilming- 
ton and  vicinity,  who  ought  to  be  in  touch  with  the 
church.  His  address  is  28  Belmont  Ave.,  and  his  phone 
number  is  2-0547. 

Sister  Anna  Eby  Lichty  in  faraway  India  will  have 
the  sympathy  of  our  readers  as  she  receives  word  of  the 
passing  of  her  mother,  Sister  Emma  Eby  of  the  Trot- 
wood  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  though  this  special 
measure  of  concern  must  not  permit  us  to  forget  the 
bereaved  ones  in  the  homeland. 

"Brother  Early  critically  ill"  was  all  the  first  message 
from  Sister  Early  said,  received  at  midmorning  of  Labor 
Day.  About  three  hours  later  came  another  saying  that 
the  end  had  come  and  that  the  funeral  would  be  on 
Wednesday  afternoon.  Thus  closes  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eighty-six  one  of  the  most  significant  careers  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Few  persons,  if 
any,  have  influenced  the  church  life  more  than  has  H. 
C.  Early.  He  touched  it  vitally  at  so  many  points,  es- 
pecially in  missions  and  church  policy.  All  this,  we 
hope,  will  be  adequately  brought  to  your  attention  in 
due  time.  Only  this  brief  mention  is  possible  here. 
•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

It  is  not  Sept.  18,  but  Sunday,  Sept.  21,  that  the  Au- 
burn church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have  its  harvest 
meeting. 

The  Spring  Run  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania  will 
have  an  all-day  home-coming,  Sept.  14.  "Bring  your 
baskets  and  enjoy  the  day  with  us." 

The  Hickory  Grove  church  of  Middle  Indiana  has  an 
all-day  home-coming  program,  with  basket  dinner,  to- 
morrow, Sept.  7.  "All  former  worshipers  are  invited  to 
attend." 

The  East  Fairview  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
will  hold  a  young  people's  conference  Sept.  27  and  28. 
Along  with  other  interesting  features,  Bro.  Rufus  D. 
Bowman,  president  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker.  "We  extend  an  invitation  to  all 
who  can  to  be  with  us." 
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The  Middle  Missouri  district  meeting  is  Oct.  3  to  6,  in 
the  Osceola  church,  not  Oct.  10  to  13,  as  previously  an- 
nounced. 

The  Labor  Sunday  Message,  page  7,  will  still  be  help- 
ful, we  hope,  even  though  it  is  a  little  late.  It  was 
crowded  out  of  last  week's  issue,  which  happened  to  be 
the  annual  China  number. 

Northern  California  churches  will  please  give  special 
attention  to  the  report  of  Secretary  John  I.  Coffman 
which  appears  on  page  24.  Churches  of  other  districts 
also  may  find  it  interesting. 

The  Four  Mile  church  of  Southern  Indiana  will  have 
a  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Sept.  21.  Bro.  Otho 
Winger  will  speak  both  morning  and  afternoon.  "Friends 
from  far  and  near  are  invited." 

The  Upper  Conewago  congregation  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania had  to  cancel  the  revival  meetings  scheduled  to 
begin  Aug.  31  at  the  Hampton  house.  This  action  was 
taken  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis. 

The  Blue  River  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have 
a  harvest  home-coming  Sept.  14  with  Bro.  Otho  Winger 
as  morning  and  afternoon  speaker.  Basket  dinner.  "A 
hearty  invitation  is  extended  to  friends  and  those  who 
formerly  attended  here." 

Central  Region  Ministers'  Conference  will  be  held 
October  20  to  23,  in  Chicago  at  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary. This  conference  welcomes  ministers,  their  wives 
and  other  church  leaders  of  the  Central  Region.  The 
program  will  be  announced  later. 

The  Eversole  church  of  Southern  Ohio  has  its  harvest 
meeting  and  home-coming  tomorrow,  Sept.  7,  with  a 
basket  dinner.  Bro.  Warstler  of  Middletown  will  speak 
in  the  morning,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Homer  Bright  in 
the  afternoon.     "Everybody  welcome." 

The  Harris  Creek  church  of  Southern  Ohio  is  plan- 
ning an  all-day  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Sept. 
21.  Interesting  programs  both  morning  and  afternoon. 
"We  cordially  invite  friends  and  former  members  to 
come  and  enjoy  the  fellowship  with  us." 

The  Empire  church  of  Northern  California  will  dedi- 
cate its  new  church  building  Sept.  21.  The  morning 
speaker  will  be  Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff,  building  adviser. 
In  the  afternoon  Pastor  D.  W.  Kurtz  of  La  Verne  will 
preach  the  dedicatory  sermon  and  in  the  evening  Presi- 
dent C.  Ernest  Davis  will  speak.    Basket  lunch  at  noon. 

Ministers,  please  note:  Copies  of  the  Episcopal  Mar- 
riage Ceremony,  offered  free  to  our  ministers  by  the 
Gish  Fund,  cannot  be  mailed  with  Gish  Fund  books 
without  paying  postage  at  a  rate  higher  than  the  regular 
book  rates.  That  is  why  you  are  asked  to  send  a 
stamped  addressed  envelope  when  requesting  this  leaf- 
let. 

The  Green  Tree  church  (Oaks)  of  Southeastern  Penn- 
sylvania will  have  its  annual  home-coming  Sept.  14, 
with  a  noon  basket  lunch.  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  will 
speak  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Special  musical 
numbers,  solo  and  choral,  will  feature  the  program. 
"This  church  invites  her  former  friends  and  neighbors 
who  worshiped  here  to  return  and  enjoy  the  day." 

The  Stone  Bridge  church  of  Middle  Maryland  will  ob- 
serve the  seventieth  anniversary  of  the  building  of  the 
church  in  a  home-coming  with  basket  lunch  Sept.  14. 
Bro.  W.  N.  Zobler  will  speak  in  the  morning  and  Bro. 
Kenneth  I.  Morse  of  Altoona  in  the  afternoon.  Other 
features  include  special  music  and  readings.  "All 
former  members  and  friends  are  invited  to  spend  the 
day  with  us." 


Richmond,  Va.»  is  the  place,  and  June  10-17  is  the  date 
for  the  Annual  Conference  of  1942.  The  capital  city  of 
Virginia  is  one  of  the  historic  and  important  cities  of 
the  land,  which  things  are  in  themselves  sufficient  guar- 
antees of  adequate  facilities  for  a  great  meeting.  Fur- 
ther details  are  promised  for  next  week's  paper. 

The  Claysburg  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania  will 
have  an  all-day  service  Sept.  28,  celebrating  the  fiftieth 
"anniversary  of  the  building  of  the  church  house  as  well 
as  of  the  beginning  of  the  pastorate  of  Bro.  C.  L.  Cox. 
Eld.  H.  Paul  Cox  will  speak  in  the  morning,  Eld. 
John  E.  Rowland  in  the  afternoon.  Following  evening 
vespers  the  pastor  will  begin  a  two  weeks'  special  meet- 
ing closing  with  a  love  feast  Oct.  12,  7:00  P.  M. 

Last  February  twenty-eight  members  of  the  Publish- 
ers' Section  of  the  International  Council  of  Religious 
Education  decided  to  present  co-operatively  the  special 
literature  values  and  services  to  be  had  through  patron- 
izing your  own  denominational  publishing  house.  Ac- 
cordingly a  series  of  advertisements  explaining  the 
opportunity  for  progress  through  co-operation  will  be- 
gin to  appear  in  September  in  three  general  religious 
publications — Christian  Herald,  Church  Management, 
and  Christian  Century.  Messenger  readers  are  invited 
to  watch  for  these  advertisements  both  in  the  papers 
mentioned  and  as  they  will  be  repeated  in  our  own  pub- 
lications. The  management  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  will  appreciate  any  expression  of  your  reaction 
that  you  desire  to  make. 


Gbout  Sooki 


Brethren  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  John 
Heckman  and  J.  E.  Miller.  Brethren  Publishing  House, 
1941.     $2.00. 

That  the  record  of  the  Brethren  churches  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  has  not  been 
put  into  book  form  before  this  year  is  no  indication  that 
the  district  has  been  indifferent  to  the  preservation  of 
its  history.  Many  years  ago  a  historical  committee  be- 
gan the  complicated  and  difficult  task  of  collecting  and 
arranging  the  available  facts.  The  co-authors  are  the 
remaining  members  of  the  committee.  The  district  and 
all  history-loving  members  of  the  brotherhood  are  the 
gainers  from  the  co-authors'  labor,  which  has  been  free- 
ly done  with  no  thought  of  financial  remuneration. 

The  District  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  has 
been  an  influential  one  in  the  life  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  because  of  its  personalities  and  the  brother- 
hood institutions  which  have  been  or  are  yet  located 
there,  as  well  as  because  of  its  congregations,  many  of 
which  are  large  and  flourishing.  This  book  recognizes 
all  these  factors.  One  division  traces  the  story  of  each 
of  the  congregations,  showing  its  relation  to  its  com- 
munity, the  district  and  the  brotherhood.  Another  di- 
vision lists  the  charter  members  of  each  congregation, 
and  also  the  ministerial  force,  with  dates  of  service  as 
far  as  available.  In  still  another  division  the  district 
and  brotherhood  institutions,  such  as  the  Brethren 
Home,  the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Mount  Morris 
College  and  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  are  traced  and 
their  significance,  both  local  and  denominational,  is  in- 
dicated. A  large  quantity  of  biographical  material 
(about  two  hundred  persons)  is  condensed  in  a  final  di- 
vision. The  value  of  the  book  is  further  heightened  by 
the  inclusion  of  one  hundred  pictures. — Ora  W.  Garber. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


The  Unfinished 
Task  in  China 

BY  MARY  VELMA  OBER 


Almost  a  year  has  passed  since  Ernest  Wamp- 
ler  and  I  were  in  Peking,  hunting  a  route  by  which 
we  could  return  to  our  Chinese  friends  in  Liao 
Chow,  Shansi.  I  wish  we  could  again  look  in  up- 
on them  and  know  how  they  are  faring.  Although 
we  are  not  able  to  return  to  them  at  present,  we 
are  thankful  we  are  able  to  receive  some  word 
concerning  them  through  various  sources. 

One  of  our  former  schoolgirls  made  the  trip  out 
to  Peking.  She  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
schoolteachers  who  was  killed.  She  was  only 
eleven  years  old  and  was  not  able  to  give  much  in- 
formation, but  she  did  say  they  had  been  living 
peaceably  and  were  not  mistreated.  She  reported 
that  old  man  Liu  (Lao  Liu),  our  faithful  gate- 
keeper for  many  years,  had  died.  I  feel  sure  he 
has  been  welcomed  into  our  heavenly  Father's 
home. 

Few  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  have  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  Many  are  living  with  rela- 
tives and  most  of  them  have  no  farming  land. 

Some  of  the  native  Christians  from  Ping  Ting, 
Tai  Yuan  and  Show  Yang  visited  us  this  spring. 
They  reported  that  most  of  the  people  were  un- 
molested in  these  places.  They  had  continued 
church  services  on  Sundays  and  prayer  meetings 
once  a  week.  In  Tai  Yuan,  Pastor  Chang  had  been 
conducting  the  services,  and  capable  men  were  as- 
sisting the  pastors  in  the  other  two  stations. 

Several  of  the  rural  evangelists  are  out  in  the 
rural  sections  endeavoring  to  carry  on  this  work. 
An  encouraging  letter  had  been  received  from  a 
group  in  the  Chin  Chow  area.  They  were  having 
Bible  classes  and  were  enthusiastic  about  their 
work. 

Many  of  the  lambs  in  these  folds  are  very  young. 
Some  are  very  fearful  and  so  easily  frightened. 
Let  us  not  fail  in  our  prayers  for  them.  God  is 
able  to  care  for  them  and  can  wonderfully  aid 
them  if  we  will  back  them  with  our  prayers. 

Last  winter,  there  were  a  number  of  students 
who  were  continuing  their  high  school  or  Bible 
school  training.  Many  of  them  are  hoping  to  be 
in  school  this  winter.    Not  a  few  of  them  have  vi- 


sions of  the  work  which  they  hope  to  take  up 
when  they  finish  their  courses.  There  surely  will 
be  great  avenues  of  service  for  them.  May  God 
lead  them  safely  through  dangers  which  surround 
them  and  help  them  to  serve  faithfully. 

One  of  the  grave  temptations  which  many  are 
facing  or  will  face  is  that  of  compromise.  On  the 
one  side  is  the  pressure  to  worship  the  Japanese 
gods  and  on  another  is  the  urge  to  worship  the 
saints  of  China. 

May  we  always  remember  these  jewels  of 
Christ,  who  need  our  prayers  and  any  assistance 
which  we  can  give. 

On  Furlough  From  China. 


The  Pacific  Mission  in  Canada 

BY  ESTHER  E.   BEAHM 

Crossing  the  Canadian  border  on  the  late  after- 
noon of  Tuesday,  July  28,  proved  to  be  unevent- 
ful. There  were  just  a  few  politely  asked  ques- 
tions and  a  registration  of  the  car  license.  Then 
we  moved  on  our  way  feeling  very  welcome.  We 
crossed  at  Eastport,  Idaho,  and  were  almost  at 
once  in  the  Canadian  Rockies.  We  spent  the 
night  at  a  hotel  in  Kimberly,  B.  C,  one  of  two 
nights  on  the  entire  trip  when  we  were  obliged 
to  resort  to  public  hostelries.  The  next  morning 
we  left  quite  early  and  drove  to  Windermere 
beside  Lake  Windermere  before  eating  breakfast. 
Sunrise  and  sunset  in  these  mountains  are  both 
breath-taking.  At  Marble  Canyon  we  passed 
through  an  extremely  narrow  and  beautiful 
gorge.  Banff  and  the  surrounding  beauty  spots 
lay  right  on  our  trail.  Once  out  of  Banff,  travel- 
ing east,  the  mountains  were  soon  left  behind. 

Calgary  was  astir  with  Indians  attending  the 
annual  Stampede.  We  passed  through  this  for 
the  quiet  country  church  at  Irricana  where  the 
district  meeting  was  in  progress.  It  had  been 
our  hope  to  be  in  time  for  the  afternoon  meeting 
but  that  proved  to  be  impractical.  True  to  our 
preacher  background,  we  arrived  in  time  for 
supper.  We  were  then  ready  for  Brother  Davis  to 
address  the  conference  that  evening.  Splendid 
meals  were  served  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 
When  we  tried  to  thank  the  cook,  no  one  accept- 
ed the  honor.  The  ladies  gave  Brother  Deeter 
all  the  credit.  We  are  sure  that  whoever  it  was 
had  a  record  of  previous  experience.  The  meal 
hours  proved  to  be  memorable  for  fellowship. 

The  account  of  the  district  meeting  itself  will 
likely  find  its  way  into  the  Messenger.  The  Ca- 
nadian church  is  a  friendly  one  and  made  us  one 
with  them.  Among  all  the  friends  I  often  thought 
of  one  who  was  not  there.    It  was  Elder  John  H. 
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What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  September  6-13 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  may  well  rejoice 
that  it  has  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  as  a 
School  of  preparation  for  her  ministers,  mis- 
sionaries and  church  workers.  This  should  call 
the  church  to  prayer  on  behalf  of  every  phase 
of  Bethany's  work.  Those  who  have  been 
chosen  to  teach  in  this  institution  desire  that 
the  church  intercede  in  their  behalf.  The 
Prayer  Calendar  also  requests  everyone  to 
remember  the  staff,  the  students  and  the  trus- 
tees. 


Brubaker  whom  we  later  visited  at  Arrowwood 
in  his  sickroom.  We  had  a  feeling  the  Canadians 
use  their  talents  in  service,  not  for  show. 

Despite  the  difficulties  in  a  frontier  section  we 
found  the  Western  Canada  District  taking  posi- 
tive steps  of  growth,  which  fact  was  very  heart- 
ening to  us.  Harold  Michael,  who  is  married  to 
Ruth  Wray  of  the  First  Irricana  church,  went 
there  first  as  a  camp  leader,  then  as  a  summer 
pastor,  and  is  now  planning  on  staying.  During 
the  district  meeting  he  and  his  wife  were  or- 
dained to  the  eldership  by  Brethren  Davis  and 
Brubaker.  He  is  the  pastor  at  First  Irricana  and 
will  have  responsible  duties  in  the  district.  The 
members  of  the  mission  had  the  pleasure  of  abid- 
ing in  the  ample  Houston  Wray  home. 

The  day  after  the  district  meeting  closed,  we 
traveled  about  sixty  miles  to  Arrowwood  where 
we  joined  the  young  people  at  the  opening  of 
Camp  Blackfoot.  It  was  held  on  the  Bow  River 
and  the  fact  that  it  was  on  the  Blackfoot  Indian 
reservation  lent  a  unique  note.  The  camp  in- 
cluded the  older  intermediates. 

The  members  of  the  preaching  mission  were  in 
reality  just  additional  help  in  the  camp  for  there 
were  present  a  number  of  Canada's  own  sons  and 
daughters  who  were  fully  able  to  carry  on  when 
we  had  to  leave  a  few  days  early.  One  of  these 
was  Anne  Hollinger,  now  of  Pomona,  Calif.,  who, 
with  her  brother  Charles,  happened  to  be  in  Can- 
ada on  business.  As  we  looked  into  the  happy 
youthful  faces  around  the  campfire  we  knew  the 
church  will  continue  to  reap  leaders  from  that 
soil.  We  were  reluctant  indeed  to  leave  camp 
before  its  close  but  we  were  due  in  other  church- 
es across  the  border.  Later  we  learned  that  the 
camp  had  come  to  a  successful  close  that  includ- 
ed four  baptisms.  Nearly  one  third  of  our  time 
was  spent  in  Canada.  It  was  a  real  blessing  to 
us  and  we  thank  God  for  the  Canadian  church. 

Chicago,  III. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  Meeting 

August   15,   16,   1941,  Elgin,   Illinois 

BY  M.  R.  ZIGLER,  ACTING  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

If  your  Gospel  Messenger  of  July  26,  1941,  has  been 
saved,  read  the  decision  of  Annual  Conference  on  page 
11  regarding  the  authorization  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee.  The  members  of  the  committee  are:  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  J.  I.  Baugher,  Andrew 
W.  Cordier,  Paul  Kinsel,  Florence  Murphy,  H.  F.  Rich- 
ards, L.  W.  Shultz  and  M.  R.  Zigler.  A  very  brief  meet- 
ing was  held  at  La  Verne,  Calif.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Service  Committee  in  Elgin,  Aug.  15,  16,  the  committee 
organized  as  follows:  A.  W.  Cordier,  Chairman;  J.  I. 
Baugher,  Vice  Chairman;  Paul  Kinsel,  Secretary;  Louise 
Miller,  Recording  Secretary;  M.  R.  Zigler,  Acting  Execu- 
tive Secretary,  C.  M.  Culp,  Treasurer. 

A  careful  study  of  the  assignment  of  duties  to  this 
committee  reveals  a  large  variety  of  responsibilities.  It 
seems  that  the  most  urgent  needs  now  are  relief  and 
Civilian  Public  Service.  The  committee  appointed  Le- 
land S.  Brubaker  to  direct  relief  and  rehabilitation 
work;  Anetta  C.  Mow,  clothing  and  food;  H.  Spenser 
Minnich,  the  securing  of  funds;  E.  G.  Hoff  with  his  Edi- 
torial Staff,  publicity;  M.  R.  Zigler,  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice. Louise  Miller  was  selected  as  office  secretary.  The 
office  of  the  committee  will  be  at  Elgin.  A  temporary 
office  is  still  maintained  in  Washington,  D.  C,  at  337 
North  Carolina  Avenue,  S.  E.,  to  take  care  of  Civilian 
Public  Service  needs  in  connection  with  the  National 
Service  Board.  Margaret  Parker  is  employed  half  time 
by  the  Service  Committee  to  maintain  the  office  and  half 
time  by  the  local  Washington  City  church. 

A  meeting  of  the  camp  directors  was  authorized  to  be 
held  at  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  Aug.  30  and  31  previous  to 
a  larger  meeting  of  representatives  of  all  the  denomina- 
tions interested  in  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program 
scheduled  for  Sept.  1,  2  and  3. 

The  General  Mission  Board  and  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  are  both  vitally  interested  in  sending  some 
workers  into  Central  China  on  missionary  and  relief 
work.  Present  conditions  in  the  Far  East  will  not  per- 
mit many  to  go.  Two  veteran  missionaries,  O.  C.  Sol- 
lenberger  and  Ernest  Wampler,  have  secured  passage  on 
the  Dutch  ship  Boschfontijn  sailing  from  San  Francisco 
to  Rangoon  on  Sept.  15.  These  two  men  will  be  the  first 
of  what  we  hope  will  be  a  larger  group  to  give  en- 
couragement and  help  to  Christian  Chinese  who  have 
fled  south  out  of  Shansi. 

The  most  significant  event  of  the  session  was  the  re- 
port of  Andrew  Cordier  concerning  South  America. 
During  recent  weeks  he  and  Orie  Miller  of  the  Men- 
nonites  visited  most  of  the  South  American  countries. 
Dr.  Cordier  will  report  soon  at  length  to  the  brother- 
hood through  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

Every  indication  to  date  points  to  a  long  period  of 
world  militarism.  A  year  and  a  half  has  been  added  to 
the  one  year  period  already  authorized  for  men  in  mili- 
tary service,  which  will  most  likely  apply  also  to  those 
in  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  This  demands  the 
deepest  concern  and  active  co-operation  of  each  and 
every  member  of  the  church. 

Two  fearless  young  men  will  be  coming  home  this 
month  from  Europe:  David  Blickenstaff  who  has  been 
doing  relief  work  in  France  and  John  Barwick  who  has 
been  working  with  war  prisoners  in  England. 
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Let  us  give  generously  every  month  to  support  (1)  our 
relief  program,  (2)  our  Civilian  Public  Service  and  (3) 
our  normal  church  program. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

The  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp 

Both  Camp  Lagro  and  Camp  Kane  have  found  men 
interested  in  photography  and  dark  rooms  have  been 
prepared  for  their  use. 

Brother  and  Sister  Earl  H.  Kurtz  from  Elgin,  where 
Bro.  Kurtz  is  Secretary  of  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  spent  from  Aug.  16  to  Aug.  25  at  Camp  Stro- 
nach.  Bro.  Kurtz  acted  as  business  manager  for  the 
camp  until  J.  Frank  Baldwin  could  return. 

By  August  17  the  camp  enrollment  at  Kane  had 
reached  sixty-one  men.  About  fifty-eight  of  these  men 
were  Brethren.  This  group  has  organized  itself  into  a 
self-governing  body  and  has  elected  W.  Raymond 
Long,  Lou  Stuckey,  Mark  King,  Arthur  Lentz,  and  Earl 
Weigley  as  the  central  government  committee. 

Camp  Stronach  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don  E.  Smucker  of  Chicago.  Mr. 
Smucker  is  the  regional  secretary  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  and  talked  with  the  campers  concerning 
pacifism  as  he  had  observed  it  during  a  recent  trip  in 
Europe.  The  men  were  interested  to  learn  that  even 
Russia  had  fellowship  groups  of  pacifists.  Mr.  Smucker 
reported  that  there  are  60,000  conscientious  objectors  in 
Great  Britain  now. 

Camp  Lagro  has  set  up  a  co-operative  store  to  supply 
the  men  with  work  clothes,  toiletries,  confections,  etc. 
It  was  set  up  under  the  leadership  of  Henry  Dyer,  for- 
merly of  the  Central  States  Co-operative  League.  Com- 
mittees were  formed  on  membership,  education,  finance, 
and  merchandising.  A  drive  was  put  on  and  over  two 
thirds  of  the  camp  responded,  each  man  investing  one 
dollar  or  more  for  share  capital.  A  room  in  the  Recre- 
ation Hall  was  furnished  by  the  camp  management. 
Starting  from  a  modest  beginning,  the  shelves  of  the 
store  are  filling  up  now. 

The  educational  programs  of  all  of  the  camps  are  still 
necessarily  in  the  embryonic  stages.  All  of  the  camps 
have  set  up  some  classes.  The  Michigan  camp  held  reg- 
ular seminars  two  nights  a  week.  Camp  Magnolia  has 
offered  classes  in:  Bible  study,  first-aid,  typing,  short- 
hand, and  manual  training.  Camp  Kane  offered  classes 
in  first  aid,  chorus  singing  and  piano  playing.  Camp 
Lagro  has  classes  in  Bible  study,  social  problems,  first 
aid,  and  foreign  languages,  and  a  wood  shop  is  available. 
The  educational  activities  in  all  of  the  camps  have 
grown  out  of  the  interests  of  the  men. 

Miss  Agnes  Kline,  librarian  for  Bridgewater  College, 
spent  several  weeks  this  summer  organizing  and  class- 
ifying the  Camp  Lagro  library.  This  library  claimed  by 
the  first  week  in  August  a  total  of  533  volumes.  Of  this 
number,  226  are  owned  by  the  camp,  representing  pur- 
chases and  donations;  236  were  loaned  by  campers  for 
the  duration  of  their  stay;  and  seventy-two  have  been 
loaned  by  the  Indiana  State  Library  Commission  for 
three  months.  This  collection  covers  a  wide  variety  of 
interests:  ethics,  religion,  government,  social  problems, 
economics,  recreation,  travel,  history,  biography  and 
fiction. 


Camp  Kane  has  found  a  group  of  men  interested  in 
radio.  This  group  hopes  to  further  develop  their  skills 
with  radio  in  their  spare  time  while  they  are  in  camp. 
They  are  putting  a  radio  shop  in  order  with  equipment 
that  a  few  of  the  men  have  brought  along.  Further  in- 
struments and  materials  will  be  supplied  as  funds  are 
furnished.  Through  a  radio  course  some  of  the  men 
will  train  themselves  to  do  servicing  while  others  ex- 
pect to  specialize  in  radio  operating  or  engineering. 
They  want  to  build  several  sets,  especially  a  high  fidel- 
ity radio-phonograph  for  the  camp  and  probably  a  set  to 
receive  aviation  stations. 

The  transfer  from  Camp  No.  1  at  Marilla,  Mich.,  to 
Camp  Stronach,  No.  17,  has  now  been  completed.  Camp 
Stronach  is  a  recently  abandoned  CCC  camp  seven 
miles  southeast  of  Manistee,  Mich.  The  original  group 
of  fourteen  men,  along  with  the  staff,  finished  moving 
just  in  time  to  welcome  the  second  draft  contingent  of 
thirteen  men,  who  arrived  the  evening  of  Aug.  12.  While 
this  new  group  of  men  is  being  oriented  into  the  camp 
program,  they  are  conditioning  themselves  for  the 
work  project  by  repairing  and  improving  the  buildings 
and  grounds.  They  have  been  building  shelves  for  the 
kitchen,  reconditioning  table  tops,  scrubbing  and  mop- 
ping floors,  repairing  screens,  mowing  weeds,  washing 
windows,  and  doing  other  things  to  get  the  camp  in 
shape.  Two  of  the  men  are  classifying,  indexing,  and 
arranging  the  books  in  the  new  library. 

Men  can  can  apricots  when  the  opportunity  arises. 
This  was  proved  by  the  San  Dimas  Camp  men  when  they 
were  informed  that  an  orchard  of  apricots  was  theirs 
for  the  taking.  Three  men  loaded  empty  glass  cans  in- 
to trucks  and  drove  some  two  hundred  miles  northward 
to  Laton,  Calif.  They  found  the  apricot  trees  loaded, 
the  doors  of  the  church  basement  open  and  three  wood 
stoves  at  their  disposal.  They  organized  themselves  in- 
to pickers  and  canners  and  went  to  work.  One  of  the 
number  confessed  to  knowledge  of  canning  gained  by 
watching  his  mother  fill  cans  and  so  he  was  placed  on 
the  canning  squad.  By  one  o'clock  at  night  on  the  third 
day,  they  had  650  quarts  of  apricots  and  150  glasses 
of  jam  to  their  credit.  The  work  of  their  hands  looked 
rich  and  delicious  as  the  cans  placed  on  their  heads 
stood  row  on  row  on  the  corner  tables  in  the  San  Dimas 
camp  dining  hall. 

Such  was  the  enthusiastic  report  of  Anetta  Mow,  who 
saw  the  fruit  after  it  was  canned.  We  imagine  she  was 
anxious  to  taste  it  for  we  suspect  it  was  as  good  as  it 
looked. 


Relief  News 
Brethren  Ernest  Wampler  and  O.  C.  Sollenberger  will 
leave  from  San  Francisco  on  Sept.  15,  sailing  on  the 
Boschfontijn  of  the  Holland-American  Line  directly  to 
Rangoon.  From  Rangoon  they  will  proceed  to  Laishio, 
China,  and  then  on  to  Chungking  on  the  Burma  Road 
and  to  points  further  east.  Mail  can  reach  them  in  care 
of  the  Boschfontijn.  It  ought  to  be  mailed  in  time  to  be 
there  at  least  a  day  before  the  ship  sails.  Brethren 
Wampler  and  Sollenberger  are  going  to  China  to  con- 
tact and  encourage  our  Chinese  Christians  who  have 
fled  south  out  of  Shansi,  to  investigate  possibilities  of  re- 
organizing these  Christian  refugees  into  permanent 
church  groups,  and  to  co-ordinate  our  relief  work  with 
our  church  program. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— September  6,  1941 


21 


Refugee  News 
The  following  chart  indicates  the  number  of  refugees 
supported  by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee   in  the 
hostels  at  Quaker  Hill,  Ind.,  and  Scattergood,  Iowa: 

Quaker  Hill  Scattergood 

January 3 6 

February 5 5 

March    3 5 

April    3 4 

May      4 9 

June     6 11 

These  hostels  are  operated  by  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  but  are  contributed  to  by  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  through  the  support  of  certain 
refugees  and  through  the  support  of  three  Brethren 
workers  on  the  staffs  of  the  hostels:  Esther  Smith  at 
Scattergood;  Melvyn  Leasure  (for  the  summer)  at 
Quaker  Hill;  and  Rachel  Garner  until  June  at  Haverford 
(a  hostel  in  the  East). 


Peace  News 


Compiled  by  Merlin  C.  Shull 
Should  the  Federal  Government  support  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps?  This  is  evidently  a  debatable 
question.  During  the  spring  and  summer  several  lead- 
ing denominations  have  gone  on  record  as  believing  that 
the  government  should  support  these  camps.  However, 
there  are  those  who  disagree.  Among  this  number  is 
the  noted  religious-social  leader,  Arthur  E.  Holt  of 
Chicago  University.  In  an  article  in  the  Christian  Cen- 
tury for  Aug.  20,  1941,  under  the  title,  This  Is  the 
Church's  Job,  Dr.  Holt  says:  "I  have  just  spent  two 
weeks  as  an  observer  and  an  occasional  laborer  in  one 
of  these  camps.  It  is  a  stiff  schedule;  breakfast  comes 
at  5:45;  there  is  a  short  time  for  worship  and  camp 
duties.  By  seven  o'clock  the  men  are  at  work  on  their 
projects.  There  is  one  hour  for  a  noon  meal  and  work 
on  the  project  is  over  at  four  o'clock.  After  the  men 
have  had  time  for  cleaning  up  and  supper  there  are 
lectures  and  discussions  which  point  in  the  direction  of 
training  for  ultimate  social  service  on  a  world-wide 
scale.  If  one  thinks  it  is  soft  stuff,  I  suggest  that  he 
make  a  speech  on  the  subject  after  he  has  dug  ditches 
or  shoveled  in  a  gravel  pit  for  eight  hours.  If  there 
was  loafing  I  failed  to  detect  it.  The  public  is  getting 
a  service  which  is  sincere,  intelligent  and  efficient,  more 
efficient,  I  suspect,  than  it  would  be  if  these  camps  be- 
came government-controlled  projects."  Thus  Dr.  Holt 
speaks  from  firsthand  information.  After  giving  sev- 
eral reasons  why  he  feels  the  government  should  not 
support  these  camps,  the  writer  concludes  by  saying: 
"The  morale  will  be  greatly  lessened  if  the  camps  be- 
come governmental  concentration  camps.  Here  is  a  new 
kind  of  missionary  adventure,  which  is  not  outside  the 
range  of  the  church's  ability.  Here  are  being  trained 
men  who  will  go  as  missionaries  of  goodwill  across  na- 
tional boundary  lines.  The  church  can,  if  it  will,  see 
this  program  through  to  success.  Here,  it  seems  to  me, 
is  at  stake  once  more  in  a  very  practical  way  our  prin- 
ciple of  separation  of  church  and  state.  We  have  stated 
and  the  government  has  accepted,  the  proposition  of 
Civilian  Public  Service  for  those  who  are  conscientious 
objectors.  The  essence  of  the  decision  did  not  lie  in  the 
value  of  soil  conservation  as  over  against  military  serv- 
ice. The  essence  of  the  proposition  lies  in  the  principle 
of  the  freedom  of  conscience  and  the  right  of  the  church 


to  stand  up  and  look  the  government  in  the  face  when 
it  is  making  war  and  to  express  if  desired  in  a  positive 
way  the  principle  of  dissent.  If  we  feebly  acquiesce  in 
the  willingness  of  the  government  to  provide  money, 
put  in  military  officers  and  organize  these  camps,  we 
have  sacrificed  the  essence  of  protest — namely,  the  re- 
fusal to  allow  the  state  to  regiment  the  human  con- 
science."   .  «,  . 

Our  Mission  of  Relief  and  Service 

By  Mrs.  Ross  D.  Murphy 
Gist  of  Conference  Address  Given  to  the  Women's  Work  Session 

Since  1930  our  women  have  given  toward  the  support 
of  their  sisters  in  other  lands  more  than  $150,000.  This 
has  been  primarily  an  expression  of  love  and  concern 
for  human  souls — their  well-being  both  physically  and 
spiritually.  This  was  perhaps  our  first  project  which 
dealt  with  human  values  as  over  against  institutions, 
buildings,  and  the  like.  To  be  sure,  equipment  and  up- 
keep is  a  part  of  the  project,  but  fundamentally  conse- 
crated women  have  given  gifts  to  be  administered  by 
consecrated  missionaries  toward  a  realization  of  the 
saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
knew  him  not. 

This  has  been  our  major  missionary  program  for  ten 
years,  but  during  the  decade  our  world  has  become  torn 
to  pieces.  All  foundations  have  rocked  save  the  one  and 
only  foundation — even  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  been 
made  to  realize,  as  seldom  if  ever  before  during  the 
Christian  era,  that  if  we  would  share  the  message  of 
Christ,  we  must  also  share  our  very  life  with  suffering 
humanity — yea,  even  become  a  part  of  that  suffering. 

So  during  the  past  five  years  we  have  in  an  unusual 
manner  felt  the  call  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  an  ever 
increasing  and  widening  circle  of  suffering.  Rather 
timidly  at  first  we  gave  our  "meal  a  day"  to  some  starv- 
ing child  or  mother  in  war-stricken  Europe  and  China. 
Then  with  even  more  interest  we  began  to  prepare 
clothing  so  that  undernourished  bodies  might  be  kept 
warm,  until  during  the  past  year,  June  1940 — June  1941, 
we  have  sponsored  the  preparation  and  delivery  of 
more  than  50,000  pounds  of  clothing  at  an  average  eval- 
uation of  about  a  dollar  per  pound. 

This  clothing  has  gone  to  France,  England,  Finland, 
China,  and  refugees  within  the  United  States  and  the 
Latin  American  countries.  It  has  also  gone  to  migrant 
workers  and  to  coal  mining  and  southern  mountain 
areas  of  the  United  States.  Our  "penny  a  meal"  has 
continued  and  increased,  so  that  another  $50,000  in  re- 
lief money  has  come  forth  out  of  our  homes  and  to  a 
large  extent  under  our  sponsorship. 

May  we  be  very  humble  in  our  observations,  realizing 
how  little  all  of  this  is  compared  with  the  need  and  our 
opportunity  to  give  and  to  serve.  May  we  encourage 
those  of  our  number  who  are  not  sharing  the  spiritual 
blessings  we  so  much  enjoy,  because  of  this  service,  to 
become  more  active  and  alive  to  their  opportunities. 

This  mission  of  relief  and  service  is  not  something 
separate  and  apart  from  our  evangelizing  message.  It  is 
our  message — even  so  as  when  Christ  in  person  was 
here  upon  the  earth.  Our  program  of  Christian  service 
is  one;  it  must  all  be  missionary,  evangelistic,  life-giv- 
ing. May  it  be  so  in  his  name  and  because  we  are  his-, 
children.  As  children  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  we 
are  co-workers  with  Christ  in  the  work  of  the  king- 
dom, and  will  therefore  carry  out  the  "go  ye"  and  the 
"inasmuch"  according  to  his  directions  and  leadership^ 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Student  pastors  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  1940-41: 
Back  row,  left  to  right — Clarence  Sink,  Arthur  Keim,  Jacob 
Dick,  Glenn  McFadden,  Norman  Baugher,  Don  Snider; 
front  row — Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  James  Beahm,  Jacob 
Replogle,  Walter  Young,  Clarence  Rosenberger;  not  in  pic- 
ture:  Carl  Smucker,  Bruce  Flora. 


Bethany 


Is  the  Church  at  Work 

BY  WILLIAM  H.   BEAHM 
Professor  of  Christian  Theology  and  Missions 


It  is  not  straining  a  point  to  consider  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  in  this  section  of  the  Messenger, 
for  Bethany  is  indeed  the  church  at  work. 

It  is  not  straining  a  point  to  consider  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  in  this  section  of  the  Messenger,  for  Bethany 
is  indeed  the  church  at  work. 

This  is  true  because  the  work  of  Bethany  is  an  official 
and  authorized  part  of  the  church  program.  This  is 
shown  in  the  control  of  the  school  for  the  directors  are 
approved  by  Conference.  They  function  as  the  chosen 
personnel  of  the  church  to  direct  the  work  of  the  school. 
This  is  also  shown  by  the  solid  and  substantial  fact  of 
financial  support.  The  work  of  Bethany  is  work  au- 
thorized and  paid  for  by  the  church.  It  is  in  the  church 
budget,  not  as  an  incidental  item,  but  as  a  sizable  and 
responsible  part  of  the  program  of  the  church.  Bethany 
is  the  church  at  work. 

It  is  true  because  the  school  trains  the  youth  of  the 
church.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  student  body  is 
made  up  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  church.  It  is 
part  of  the  church's  educational  policy  to  provide  train- 
ing for  her  own  sons  and  daughters.  And  Bethany  func- 
tions in  providing  a  specific  kind  of  training  for  these 
church  folk.  As  it  happens,  Bethany  is  one  of  the  most 
exclusively  Brethren  institutions  carried  on  by  the 
church.  Only  the  summer  camps  approximate  the 
school  in  this  respect.  Accordingly  the  dominant  at- 
mosphere of  the  school  is  automatically  Brethren.  And 
the  training  offered  is  presented  in  this  atmosphere  and 
from  this  point  of  view.    Bethany  is  the  church  at  work. 

It  is  true  because  the  school  trains  youth  for  specific 
service  while  in  the  school.  There  are  no  hard  and  fast 
rules  saying  Bethany  graduates  must  serve  the  church. 
And  surely  there  are  no  rules  that  guarantee  these  grad- 
uates positions  in  the  church.  But  it  is  the  clear  function 
of  the  school,  and  the  clear  intention  of  the  church,  that 
those  who  attend  Bethany  shall  serve  the  church.  And  as 
it  happens  an  exceptionally  large  majority  of  them  do. 
It  is  not  to  the  point  to  list  the  large  number  of  church- 
es or  posts  on  the  mission  field  which  are  served  by 
Bethany  graduates.  This  is  not  a  point  to  boast  about 
even  if  the  number  were  higher.  It  is  just  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  church's  intention.  For  Bethany  is  the 
church  at  work. 

It  is  true  because  the  training  at  Bethany  does  not 
overlook  the  importance  of  practice  and  experience. 
From  the  very  early  days  there  has  been  strong  empha- 
sis  upon   the   practical   experience   in   religious    work. 


This  has  come  to  be  popularly  called  "practical  work" 
and  this  phrase  risks  redundancy  in  order  to  make  its 
emphasis  clear.  Religious  work,  of  all  types,  is  especial- 
ly liable  to  unreality  and  the  danger  of  mere  words  and 
ideas.  And  so  much  time  and  effort  have  been  given  to 
the  practical  department  of  the  school's  program.  In 
addition  to  the  activities  and  service  engaged  in  in  near- 
by hospitals,  homes,  churches  and  institutions,  there  is 
much  effort  put  forth  to  give  young  ministers  experi- 
ence in  the  responsible  aspects  of  parish  ministry  and 
organized  church  effort.  The  principle  of  apprentice- 
ship in  ministerial  training  is  clearly  recognized  and 
steps  are  taken  to  make  this  wholesome  and  efficient. 
Bethany  is  the  church  at  work. 

It  is  true  because  Bethany  is  an  educational  institu- 
tion. No  apology  need  be  made  for  this.  It  is  work  to 
carry  on  academic  pursuits.  Despite  all  the  unreality 
attaching  to  the  word  "academic,"  a  school  is  organized 
for  genuine  toil.  And  if  grown  men  with  able  bodies 
and  clear  minds  do  indulge  in  reading  books  in  the 
Bethany  library,  it  is  done  as  a  responsible  task  with 
definite  ends  in  view.  It  is  not  a  vacation  or  an  eva- 
sion of  toil  or  an  escape  from  responsibility,  but  an 
honest  attempt  to  prepare  themselves  for  specific  and 
exacting  service  to  the  church.  It  is  the  purpose  of 
Bethany  to  carry  on  its  activities  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  exacting  scholarship.  Its  membership  in 
and  accreditment  by  the  American  Association  of  Theo- 
logical Schools  is  not  a  mere  facade  of  academic  status 
but  a  symbol  of  its  intention  to  maintain  solid  achieve- 
ment. Theological  education  and  Bible  study  are  church 
functions  and  they  are  matters  of  genuine  endeavor. 
Bethany  is  the  church  at  work. 

It  is  true  because  a  large  place  is  given  to  personal 
devotion  and  group  worship.  The  time  given  to  private 
and  group  worship  is  time  used  for  spiritual  work.  It 
is  serious  in  intention  and  it  requires  energy  and  dis- 
cipline. Worship  is  the  most  exalted  exercise  in  which 
members  of  the  church  can  engage.  And  it  is  also  the 
most  rewarding.  It  is  rewarding  not  merely  because  we 
can  get  things  from  God  this  way  more  easily  than  by 
putting  forth  our  own  efforts.  It  is  rewarding  because 
through  worship  we  receive  the  great  gifts  of  God  which 
can  be  had  in  no  other  way.  A  sense  of  our  destiny  and 
mission,   a   deepening  of  our  fellowship   with   one  an- 
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other,  a  clear  conception  of  our  message  to  the  world, 
and  awareness  of  the  cleansing  and  enabling  presence 
of  God — these  are  the  results  of  worship.  The  highest 
function  of  the  church  is  this  function  of  worship.  And 
it  also  requires  discipline  and  order  and  the  expenditure 
of  energy.    Bethany  is  the  church  at  work. 


News  From  Bethany 

The  spring  quarter  closed  a  successful  year  at  Beth- 
any. The  total  enrollment  for  1940-41  was  eighty-six  in 
the  Bible  Training  School  and  seventy-eight  in  the 
Seminary.  The  graduating  class  was  among  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  school  and  the  graduates  are  rapid- 
ly finding  their  way  into  useful  places  of  service  to  the 
church. 

The  summer  session,  which  began  on  July  21,  closed 
on  Aug.  15.  The  group  was  small  but  the  work  was 
solid  and  the  fellowship  was  rewarding.  The  teachers 
were  Drs.  Bowman,  Mallott  and  Beahm  and  Miss  Carrie 
Simmers. 

Bro.  Clyde  Jarboe,  one  of  the  school's  engineers,  had 
the  misfortune  to  fall  off  a  two  and  one-half  story 
building  onto  a  cement  pavement.  He  suffered  serious 
fractures  in  both  arms  and  both  legs  but  only  superficial 
internal  injuries.  His  recovery  is  progressing  as  well  as 
can  be  expected.  His  admirable  courage  and  cheerful 
spirit  have  impressed  all  who  have  dealt  with  him. 

The  prospects  for  the  new  year  are  excellent,  both  in 
the  Bible  Training  School  and  the  Seminary.  Dr.  Jesse 
H.  Ziegler  will  join  the  faculty  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  There  will  be  a  glad  welcome  to  him  and  his  wife, 
Harriet  Curry  Ziegler.  They  have  just  finished  several 
years  of  pastoral  service  in  the  College  Park  and  Flower 
Hill  churches  of  Maryland.  Dr.  Ziegler  is  a  brother  of 
Pastor  Edward  K.  Ziegler  of  York,  Pa.,  and  he  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Bridgewater  College.  He  has  completed  his 
graduate  work  in  the  fields  of  which  he  is  now  to  be  the 
professor,  mental  hygiene  and  sociology. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Prayer 
III.     Learning  to  Pray 
Scripture:    Luke  11:1-4 
Sunday,  September  21 
Note:    Let  the  group  share  their  ideas  and  experience 
as  to  how  we  may  learn  to  pray.    The  following  may  be 
suggestive.     (See  Chapter  III  of  Prayer  by  Ellene  Ran- 
som.) 

I.  We  may  learn  through  study. 

1.  Observe  others  in  the  act  of  prayer  (Luke  18:9-14; 
11:1-4).  Observe  the  minister.  Fathers  and  mothers  at 
prayer  teach  the  children  something  about  praying.  It 
may  be  for  good  or  otherwise.  It  may  be  consciously  or 
otherwise. 

2.  Study  the  prayers  of  others.  See  the  Psalms  of  the 
Bible,  the  great  hymns  of  the  church  (see  the  Brethren 
Hymnal,  209-228). 

3.  Study  the  prayer  experience  of  great  Christians  of 
yesterday  and  today. 

4.  Study  books  on  prayer,  of  which  there  are  many. 
Worship  and  Prayer  by  Douglas  V.  Steere  is  excellent. 

II.  We  may  learn  through  practice. 

1.  Act  on  the  faith  we  have  (Mark  9:24).  Experience 
will  prove  what  you  try. 


2.  Remove  all  hindrances  to  letting  the  power  and 
love  of  God  flow  into  the  heart  and  life — all  selfishness, 
grudges,  insincerity,  and  sin  of  all  kinds. 

3.  Have  regular  times  for  prayer. 

4.  Be  willing  always  to  yield  to  the  Father's  will. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


District  Men's  Work,  Northeastern  Ohio 

Certainly  every  man  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
should  recognize  as  a  personal  challenge  the  call  to 
do  his  part  toward  realizing  the  men's  work  objectives. 
The  immediate  ones  as  chosen  by  the  district  men's 
work  council  for  united  and  aggressive  action  of  our 
Northeastern  Ohio  Brethren,  are: 

1.  Personal  evangelism. 

2.  A  practical  interest  in  missions. 

3.  Make  Christ  supreme  in  all  relations  of  life. 

4.  Relate  every  man  to  some  form  of  sacrificial  ser- 
vice. 

The  men  of  the  district  have  reason  to  feel  well 
pleased  at  the  steps  thus  far  taken  in  our  district  under 
the  aggressive  leadership  of  the  district  president,  U.  S. 
Kreider.  But  as  is  ever  the  case,  the  task  is  never  done, 
and  pressing  needs  now  must  have  the  complete  and 
undivided  backing  of  our  men  as  never  before. 

First  of  all,  the  year  just  ended  shows  a  very  com- 
mendable activity  and  progress  in  our  men's  work.  For 
instance,  the  report  of  the  treasurer  at  the  Camp  Zion 
annual  meeting  on  July  20,  1941,  showed  all  four  of 
the  subdistricts  active  and  co-operating  under  the 
leadership  of  the  respective  subdistrict  presidents — 
John  Kline,  Gordon  Lehman,  John  W.  Meyers  and 
Paul  Tobias.  Two  of  these  subdistricts  had  paid  in 
full  their  Camp  Zion  project  quota  for  the  current 
year.  It  is  expected  the  other  two  will  do  likewise 
before  the  full  year  ends  on  Oct.  1.  The  total  of  all 
receipts  up  to  and  including  the  offering  this  year  at 
Camp  Zion  stood  at  $473.46,  which  includes  $34.77,  the 
starting  balance.  Disbursements  totaled  $348.98  during 
the  same  period — for  the  Camp  Zion  project,  Brethren 
Service  and  relief  work,  and  incidental  expenses. 

At  the  July  20  annual  meeting  the  delegates  and 
fellow  members  of  the  district  men's  work  council 
very  reluctantly  received  the  decision  of  Bro.  U.  S. 
Kreider  to  relinquish  his  work  as  district  president. 
There  is  no  adequate  way  to  recognize  his  years  of 
zealous  and  good  work  in  that  office,  but  at  the  close 
of  the  men's  work  annual  business  session,  a  resolution 
expressing  appreciation  was  passed. 

Then  at  the  general  session  of  the  men's  work  annual 
meeting  on  the  same  date  the  members  of  the  district 
council  presented  this  testimonial:  "To  the  men's  work 
organizations  assembled:  We,  the  members  of  the  men's 
work  district  council,  wish  to  express  in  this  small  way 
our  heartfelt  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  untiring 
efforts  of  our  president,  Bro.  U.  S.  Kreider.  His  con- 
scientious leadership  through  these  trying  times  should 
be  an  inspiration  to  the  men  of  Northeastern  Ohio  to 
be  better  workmen  in  God's  vineyard." 

At  this  annual  meeting,  the  registration  showed  fif- 
teen churches  represented  by  twenty-six  delegates. 
Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are:  president, 
John  W.  Meyers;  vice  president,  Russell  G.  Young; 
secretary-treasurer,  C.  E.  Copeland.  The  district  coun- 
cil is  composed  of  these  men  and  John  Kline,  Gordon 
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Lehman,  John  W.  Meyers,  and  Paul  Tobias  respectively 
of  subdistricts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4;  also  W.  D.  Fisher, 
pastoral  adviser;  A.  Ray  Walters,  member  of  Brethren 
Service  Committee;  and  D.  W.  Showalter,  chorister. 

Bro.  Russell  Bollinger  of  Ashland  College  gave  a 
masterful  address  at  the  afternoon  general  session  on 
the  subject,  A  Creed  for  Christian  Men,  to  a  crowd 
that  overflowed  the  main  auditorium  at  Camp  Zion. 

Mansfield,  Ohio  C.  E.  Copeland,  Secretary. 


To  the  Churches  of  Northern  California 

The  District  Board  of  Directors  of  Northern  California 
met  in  a  special  session  last  July  22.  Among  other  items 
of  concern  was  the  status  of  our  District  Missions  funds. 
We  had  $49.20  on  hand,  with  which  to  pay  expenses 
totaling  $165  by  July  31.  The  secretary  of  the  Board,  at 
a  former  meeting,  was  authorized  to  send  out  a  letter 
giving  the  churches  the  facts;  this  was  to  be  followed  by 
an  appeal  from  our  Executive  Secretary,  Bro.  D.  C. 
Gnagy.  Both  letters  were  mailed  to  the  churches,  the 
latter  going  out  as  an  emergency  appeal.  As  a  direct 
result,  by  Aug.  8,  our  treasurer  had  received  almost 
$450. 

This  whole  incident  has  been  very  gratifying  to  the 
District  Board  of  Directors.  We  are  taking  this  means 
of  thanking  publicly  all  who  responded  so  nobly.  It 
proves  once  again  that  when  and  where  there  is  a  def- 
inite need,  Brethren  folks  respond  quickly  and  gen- 
erously. 

McFarland,  Calif.  John  L.  Coffman,  Secretary. 


men's  rally,  Aug.  14  at  Excelsior  Springs,  Mo.  An  in- 
teresting program  was  enjoyed  both  in  the  morning 
and  afternoon,  with  a  basket  dinner  during  the  noon 
hour.  Mrs.  Delia  Wellington  presided  at  the  business 
meeting  in  which  it  was  decided  that  an  offering  for 
war  relief  be  taken;  $8.28  was  the  amount  of  the  offer- 
ing received.  It  was  decided  that  our  1942  rally  be  held 
in  August  at  the  Plattsburg  church.  Mrs.  X.  L.  Cop- 
pock  and  Mrs.  Ira  Milton  Hoover  were  named  to  pre- 
pare the  program.  We  are  all  looking  forward  to 
another   inspirational   meeting   next   year. 

St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Mrs.  G.  R.  Huffman,  Secretary. 


The  Women  of  Northern  Missouri 

The  women  of  the  Northern  District  of  Missouri  held 
their    annual    women's    rally    in    connection    with    the 


Southern  Virginia  District  Conference 

The  annual  district  conference  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  Virginia  was  held  at  the  Boone  Mill  church, 
Aug.  5-7.  The  theme  for  the  inspirational  program  was 
Brethren  in  Christian  Service.  A  strong  and  challeng- 
ing program  was  presented  by  able  speakers.  Among 
the  guest  speakers  were  Brethren  L.  Avery  Fleming  and 
Raymond  Peters  from  Elgin  and  J.  M.  Henry  of  Bridge- 
water.  Rev.  Henry  Lee  Robison  of  Richmond,  Va.,  was 
also  present.  Rev.  Robison  gave  an  interesting  pres- 
entation of  the  religious  work  being  done  under  his 
supervision  in  the  various  state  institutions.  Our  dis- 
trict boards  are  making  a  small  contribution  to  this 
work  which  is  supported  by  the  churches  of  the  state. 

Bro.  Peters,  being  from  this  district,  uttered  a  pro- 
phetic and  challenging  note  on  Southern  Virginia's 
Tomorrow.  He  also  spoke  at  the  special  young  people's 
session  on  Our  Youth  Program.  A  number  of  district 
men  appeared  on  the  program  with  helpful  messages. 
The  annual  missionary  message  was  given  by  Bro.  M. 
E.  Clingenpeel,  retiring  executive  secretary  of  the  dis- 


Religious  Groups  Take  Leadership 
in  Planning 

(Continued  From  Page  2) 

to  become  urgent  as  soon  as  the  war 
stops." 

The  116th  annual  Unitarian  meet- 
ing in  Boston  asked  President 
Roosevelt  to  appoint  a  National  Re- 
construction Commission  of  out- 
standing citizens  and  public  officials 
to  "devise  plans  which  may  be  em- 
bodied in  social,  economic  and  polit- 
ical institutions  with  which  the 
United  States  would  be  identified" 
following  the  war. 

The  Commission  on  World  Peace 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  meeting  in 
Chicago,  laid  down  "basic  require- 
ments" for  establishment  of  a  post- 
war order,  including  subordination 
of  "competitive  nationalism"  to  "co- 
operative nationalism,"  .increased 
social  ownership  and  control  of  nat- 
ural resources,  formation  of  a  world 
economic  congress  of  religious,  la- 
bor, industrial,  financial  and  agri- 
cultural  leaders,   and   establishment 


of  a  world  bank  with  international 
currency. 

The  Central  Conference  of  Amer- 
ican Rabbis,  convening  in  Atlantic 
City,  endorsed  the  Voorhis  bill  in 
Congress  calling  for  creation  of  a 
special  governmental  commission  to 
study  unemployment  and  post-war 
problems. 

The  Church  Peace  Union,  founded 
and  endowed  by  Andrew  Carnegie, 
adopted  ten  paramount  peace  aims, 
stressing  extension  of  democracy  to 
disenfranchised  peoples,  formation 
of  an  international  authority  to  re- 
place the  "present  anarchy  among 
nations,"  and  participation  of  the 
church  in  developing  a  supranation- 
al, supraracial  and  supraclass  com- 
munity  of  faith. 

A  report  on  America's  Peace 
Aims,  prepared  by  a  committee  of 
the  Catholic  Association  for  Inter- 
national Peace,  proposed  organiza- 
tion of  Europe  into  a  "free  and 
sound  union"  along  with  an  organi- 
zation for  world  unity. 

Add  these  efforts  to  define  the 
shape  and  pattern  of  the  new  world 
order  to  scores  of  similar  proposals 


made  during  the  year  by  influential 
church  groups  in  every  section  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  impres- 
sion grows  that  there  is  a  great  leav- 
en at  work  in  the  thought  of  mil- 
lions of  Americans. 

The  pioneer  work  of  church 
groups  is  producing  results  among 
the  leaders  in  American  public  life. 
Under-Secretary  of  State  Sumner 
Welles  spoke  out  for  arms  limitation 
under  rigid  international  control,  in 
the  next  peace,  and  establishment  of 
"the  natural  rights  of  all  people  to 
equal  economic  opportunity."  Al- 
most suddenly,  public  recognition 
has  been  drawn  also  to  a  small 
group  in  official  Washington  which 
is  diligently  at  work  on  the  colossal 
economic  problems,  at  home  and 
abroad,  which  will  face  Americans 
when  the  curtain  of  war  has  been 
dropped. 

Meanwhile,  church  groups  of  all 
denominations  and  faiths  are  con- 
tinuing their  study  of  the  problems 
of  post-war  reconstruction  in  the 
belief  that  religion's  greatest  social 
triumph  may  rest  in  the  perma- 
nency of  the  post-war  peace. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— September  6,  1941 


25 


trick  The  annual  mission  offering,  for  work  in  the  dis- 
trict as  administered  by  the  district  boards,  amounted  to 
$341.     This  was  the  largest  offering  we  have  ever  had. 

At  the  last  evening  session  Bro.  Raymon  Eller  spoke 
on  Why  I  Am  a  Pacifist  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Henry  about  the 
church's  relation  to  4the  present  world  crisis.  He  ven- 
tured the  prophecy  that  those  of  our  church  who  are 
opposing  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program  will  re- 
gret their  stand  within  fifteen  years.  At  the  close  of 
this  session  a  freewill  offering  for  B.  P.  S.  amounted  to 
$43.62. 

Reports  in  the  business  session  showed  that  mission 
contributions  for  the  last  fiscal  year  were  the  largest  on 
record.  Apart  from  this,  about  $700  was  given  for 
peace  and  relief,  also  a  large  amount  of  clothing.  We 
feel  encouraged  over  the  increased  interest  and  strength 
in  our  district. 

H.  W.  Peters  was  moderator  of  the  meeting  and  S.  H. 
Flora  was  chosen  as  moderator  for  next  year.  J.  A. 
Naff  and  P.  E.  Bowman  were  elected  as  delegates  on 
Standing  Committee,  with  Guy  E.  Wampler  and  L.  D. 
Bowman  as  alternates. 


Boone  Mill,  Va. 


M.  E.  Clingenpeel. 


A  Year  With  the  Grossnickle  Young  People 

One  more  year  at  the  Grossnickle  house  of  the  Mid- 
dletown  Valley  church  which  ended  in  July  1941,  has 
faded  into  eternity.  Only  the  golden  memories  of  the 
moments  spent  in  service  for  our  Lord  remain. 

We  elected  new  officers  as  follows:  Ruth  Grossnickle, 
president;  Thelma  Gouker,  vice-president;  Florence 
Leatherman,  secretary;  Merhel  Leatherman,  treasurer. 
Harry  Harshman  has  been  unanimously  elected  to  serve 
as  our  adult  adviser  for  another  year. 

Christmas  boxes  financed  by  the  Sunday  school  were 
prepared  and  delivered  by  the  young  people.  Eighteen 
homes  received  these  boxes. 

Our  monthly  programs  at  the  county  jail  have  been 
successfully  continued.  Several  programs  have  been 
taken  to  the  State  Penal  Farm  at  Rocksbury.  A  goodly 
number  of  homes  have  been  visited  during  the  year. 
Most  of  these  were  visited  several  times.  Our  program 
presented  at  the  San  Mar  Old  Folks'  Home  was  greatly 
appreciated.  During  evangelistic  work  at  the  Long- 
meadow  church  we  furnished  music,  and  a  number  from 
our  group  gave  testimonies.  We  exchanged  programs 
with  Myersville's  B.  Y.  P.  D.  The  young  people  from 
Frederick  presented  a  play  at  one  of  our  meetings. 
Special  music  was  furnished  at  the  rally  day  service  at 
the  Welty  church. 

Pageants  were  rendered  at  the  Christmas  and  Easter 
seasons.  Our  watch  night  program,  including  the  can- 
dle-lighting service,  was  quite  enjoyable.  We  also  had 
a  rally  day  service. 

We  supported  a  Chinese  refugee  child,  which  project 
cost  twenty-four  dollars.  At  Christmas  we  sent  him  a 
gift.  A  sum  of  money  was  also  sent  to  the  Russian 
Christian  Relief  Society. 

We  had  our  annual  social  in  the  early  fall.  It  was 
based  on  Luke  14:13,  14.  Personal  comments  were 
made  as  to  how  enjoyable  the  entire  afternoon  was. 

We  had  a  most  delightful  evening  when  we  held  a 
sunset  service  at  the  Washington  monument. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  very  encouraging  at- 


tendance. Our  programs  and  discussions  have  been 
quite  successful. 

Our  motto  is  taken  from  Matt.  5:16,  which  says,  "Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 
We  want  to  live  wholly  to  this  motto.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  an  enjoyable  year  with  him. 

Smithsburg,  Md.  G.  Pauline  DeLauter. 


Golden    Weddings    and    Beyond 

To  walk  together  as  husband  and  wife  for  half  a  century 
and  more  is  a  privilege  not  vouchsafed  to  many  and  a  record 
more     worthy     of    notice     than     the     short-lived     marriages     of 


Brother   and    Sister    John    F.   Frantz 

celebrities.  On  Aug.  15,  1941,  Eld.  John  F.  and  Maggie  (Pulley) 
Frantz  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage. 
Their  entire  married  life  has  been  spent  in  the  community 
south  of  Wabash,  Ind.  Bro.  Frantz  was  elected  to  the  ministry 
and  ordained  in  the  Wabash  Country  church  where  he  has 
served  in  the  free  ministry,  along  with  others,  for  forty  years. 
During  much  of  this  time  he  has  carried  the  responsibility  of 
being  elder  in  charge  of  this  and  other  congregations.  They 
have  three  daughters,  nine  grandchildren,  and  six  great-grand- 
children. 


':::;:;;;  : 


Brother   and   Sister   Jacob   R.   Frantz 

John's  older  brother,  Jacob  R.,  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Murphy) 
Frantz,  were  married  fifty-seven  years  ago,  July  27.  Jacob 
went  west  as  a  young  man.  He  was  elected  to  the  ministry 
in  the  Fredonia  church,  Kansas,  and  ordained  in  the  Richland 
Center  church.  Jointly  with  elders  Simon  Studebaker  and 
J.  G.  Eby,  he  served  the  latter  church  in  the  free  ministry 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  In  1910  they  moved  to  Fruita,  Colo., 
where   he   continued   to   preach   and   serve   as   elder   of   one   or 
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another  congregation  as  long  as  health  and  strength  permitted. 
A  daughter,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Gear,  lives  near  them.  Another  daugh- 
ter became  the  wife  of  Bro.  C.  E.  Schrock,  now  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Newton.  Kans..  but  died  in  1908.  The  writer  is  an 
only  son.     There  are  seven   grandchildren. 

Many  pages  could  be  written  about  the  work  of  these  two 
brothers  in  their  service  to  the  church,  sharing  the  financial 
burden  along  with  their  preaching,  living  in  their  communities 
as  farmers,  and  exerting  a  constructive  influence  in  many  ways. 
Incidentally,  they  have  seen  each  other  only  twice  in  the  last 
sixty   years. 

Another  brother.  Henry,  and  his  wife  have  been  married 
fifty-three  years.  They  are  members  of  the  Friends  Church. 
Their  oldest  sister  and  her  husband.  Elder  and  Mrs.  Noah  Bru- 
baker.  enjoyed  more  than  sixty  years  of  married  life  before 
his  death.  Sister  Brubaker  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
Another  sister  married  David  Long  and  this  couple,  members 
of  the  Old  Order  Church,  lived  together  sixty-two  years  before 
their  deaths,  which  occurred  only  four  months  apart. 

North   Manchester,  Ind.  Ira  H.   Frantz 


Mrs.  Mary  S.  Hiestand 

Mrs.  Mary  Stauffer  Hiestand  was  born  July  5,  1861,  near  the 
Chiques  church.  Mount  Joy  Township,  Pennsylvania.  She  was 
the  oldest  child  of  John  G.  and  Maria  Stauffer.  She  died  at 
her  home  in  Elizabethtown  on  June  17,   1941,  aged   79  years,   11 

months  and   12   days. 

She  was  married  to 
John  M.  Hiestand  on 
Nov.  23,  1879.  He  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  thir- 
ty-three years  ago.  One 
daughter,  Martha,  who 
was  the  wife  of  one  of 
our  ministers,  Bro.  Har- 
ry G.  Fahnestock,  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  sev- 
en  years   ago. 

There  are  two  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons  sur- 
viving: Ella,  at  home; 
Mrs.  Mary  Enterline  of 
Elizabethtown;  Stauf- 
fer, of  Lititz,  Pa.; 
Homer,  of  Hershey,  Pa. 
She  is  also  survived  by 
twenty  grandchildren, 
and  eight  great-grand- 
children as  well  as  by 
one  sister,  Mrs.  Emma 
Forney;  one  brother, 
Benj.    S.    Stauffer. 

At    the    early    age    of 
seven    she    expressed    a 
desire      to       become     a 
Christian  and  unite  with  the  church,  but  was  not  accepted  until 
two   years   later   because   the   church   at   that   time   did   not   en- 
courage  the   receiving   of  children. 

She  lived  an  active  life,  loved  the  church  of  her  choice,  and 
attended  the  services  faithfully.  The  last  Sunday  of  her  earthly 
life  she  attended  Sunday  school  and  church  in  the  morning  and 
church  services  again  in  the  evening.  On  the  same  day  she 
attended  the  Stauffer  family  reunion  and  enjoyed  meeting  the 
descendants  of  her  grandparents,  the  Jacob  Stauffers.  The  re- 
union was  held  in  the  afternoon  at  the  Chiques  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  the  place  where  she  attended  church  during  her 
childhood. 

She  fell  asleep  suddenly  the  following  Tuesday  evening 
after  having  performed  her  usual  daily  tasks.  She  died  of 
a  heart  attack.  In  the  absence  of  Pastor  M.  C.  Horst,  who  was 
attending  Conference,  the  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
Elder  John  R.  Hershman  and  Bro.  Ralph  R.  Frey  at  the  Eliza- 
bethtown church,  with  interment  in  the  East  Fairview  cem- 
etery,   near   Manheim. 

Elizabethtown,   Pa.  Martha   Martin. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Beahm-Hood.— At  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  July 
19,  1941,  Henry  Early  Beahm  of  Arlington,  Va.,  and  Mary  Drewry 
Hood,  by  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Hawkins. — Mrs.  G.  W.  Beahm,  Nokes- 
ville,  Va. 

Fleske-Fox.— Aug.  10,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents. 
Alma    Beth    Fox    of   Lamed,    Kans.,    and    Edward    A.    Fleske    of 


Pawnee  Rock,  Kans.,  by  Rev.  Arthur  Bruenger  of  Albert,  Kans. — 
Mrs.  Robert  A.  Haney,  Larned,  Kans. 

Hughes-Henning. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Ambler  par- 
sonage, Robert  L.  Hughes  of  Ocean  City,  N.  J.,  and  Sara  K. 
Henning  of  Lansdale,  Pa.,  July  6,  1941. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Ambler, 
Pa. 

Reber-Brown. — Bro.  Homer  Matthew  Reber,  Mohrsville,  Pa., 
and  Sister  Mary  Lucille  Brown,  Strasburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  2,  1941,  by 
the  undersigned  at  his  home. — Henry  H.  Reber,  Mohrsville,  Pa. 

Rickells-Mohr. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home  in  Middle- 
town,  Ohio,  Manley  Robert  Ricketts  and  Wilma  Joy  Mohr  of 
Springfield,  Ohio. — C.  Walter  Warstler,  Middletown,  Ohio. 

Shepherd-Hoover. — At  the  home  of  the  bride,  Aug.  17,  1941, 
Ray  M.  Shepherd  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Hoover,  both  of  Platts- 
burg,  Mo.,  by  the  undersigned. — X.  L.  Coppock,  Plattsburg,  Mo. 

Young-Landes. — Dorothy  Mae  Landes  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  and 
Walter  Milton  Young,  Jr.,  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  by  the  undersigned 
at  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Chicago,  July  12,  1941  — 
Walter   M.    Young,   Lansing,    Mich. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Agley,  Elva  Leer,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Amanda  Cripe  Leer, 
was  born  Nov.  6,  1889,  in  McPherson  County,  Kans.  She  passed 
away  June  14,  1941,  following  an  operation  at  Sturgis  Memorial 
hospital,  Sturgis,  Mich.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Mel- 
vin  Agley,  one  son  and  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren,  five 
brothers  and  five  sisters.  Early  in  life  she  dedicated  her  life  to 
Christian  service.  She  quietly  and  unselfishly  served  the  church 
and  community  whenever  she  could.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  English  Prairie  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Eld. 
Charles  A.  Light,  assisted  by  Eld.  Carl  B.  Yoder. — Mrs.  Charles 
A.  Light,  Howe,  Ind. 

Anderson,  Helen  Lucile,  was  born  near  Millville,  Ind.,  Jan.  30, 
1913.  Her  parents  were  Frank  and  Ida  Shock.  Helen  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  was 
always  interested  and  active  in  its  work.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ralph  Anderson  on  Sept.  28,  1935.  Two  children 
■were  born  to  them,  a  son  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  months, 
and  a  daughter.  Her  sickness,  inward  cancer,  extended  over 
many  months  and  she  suffered  much,  but  through  it  all  she  was 
most  patient  and  uncomplaining.  She  called  for  the  anointing 
a  few  weeks  before  her  death.  She  answered  the  call  of  her 
Savior  and  went  home  on  Aug.  4,  1941.  She  leaves  to  mourn 
their  loss,  besides  the  husband  and  daughter,  her  father  and 
stepmother,  one  half  brother  and  sister,  one  stepbrother  and 
sister,  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services 
■were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Elders  I.  E.  Ober- 
holtzer  and  O.  D.  Werking,  at  the  Brick  church  near  Hagers- 
town,  Ind.  Burial  was  in  the  cemetery  close  by. — J.  Andrew 
Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Barnes,  Betty  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  Rip- 
ple Barnes,  was  born  Jan.  3,  1926,  and  died  June  12,  1941.  Betty 
"was  a  student  in  the  Windber  high  school.  She  became  seri- 
ously ill  on  June  9  and  was  removed  to  the  Windber  hospital, 
"where  she  died  three  days  later.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents, 
four  sisters  and  four  brothers.  She  became  a  member  of  the 
Windber  church  about  two  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Newton  D.  Cosner,  in  the  Wind- 
ber church.  Interment  was  in  the  Ogletown  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Calvin   L.   Blough,   Windber,   Pa. 

Bennett,  Ernestine  Woodhouse,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1888,  in  Peace 
Valley,  Mo.,  and  departed  this  life  July  30,  1941,  at  Halstead, 
Kans.,  where  she  had  been  a  hospital  patient.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  a  farm  near  Gage,  Okla. 
It  was  at  this  age  that  she  was  converted  to  the  Christian  faith 
and  united  with  the  Liberty  Baptist  church  near  Gage.  On  Nov. 
4,  1908,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Austin  Pearl  Coleman  at 
Gage.  Two  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born  to  this  union, 
one  daughter  dying  in  infancy.  Her  husband  passed  away  in 
1919.  Mrs.  Coleman  moved  to  Perryton,  Tex.,  in  1920.  On  Feb. 
22,  1921,  she  was  married  to  L.  W.  Hohmann  of  Waka,  Tex.  One 
son  was  born  to  this  union.  For  twenty  years  she  made  her 
home  in  Waka.  She  was  always  a  faithful  Christian,  and  in  or- 
der to  be  more  closely  associated  with  the  work  she  felt  the 
need  of  being  a  member  of  the  local  church;  so  in  1927  she 
united  with  the  Waka  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  devotedly 
worked  with  the  organization  since  that  time.  She  taught  a 
Sunday-school  class  for  over  five  years  and  was  a  member  of  the 
ministerial  and  finance  committee.  She  was  uncomplaining  and 
always  had  the  welfare  of  her  loved  ones  in  mind.  On  Mar.  4, 
1941,  she  was  joined  in  marriage  to  James  C.  Bennett  of  Perry- 
ton,  Tex.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Aug.  2  in  the  Waka 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  the  writer  officiating. — Dan  L. 
Blickenstaff,   Perryton,   Tex. 

Bessie,  William  H,  the  son  of  Gates  and  Eliza  Bessie,  was  born 
at  Crescent  City,  111.,  on  June  11,  1856,  and  passed  from  this  life 
on  Aug.  10,  1941,  at  the  St.  Joseph  hospital  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
having  suffered  fatal  injury  in  an  automobile  accident.  Sur- 
viving are  three  sons,  one  daughter,  nineteen  grandchildren, 
five  great-grandchildren,  a  sister,  a  brother,  and  a  half  brother. 
He  received  Christian  baptism  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  North  Liberty  Church  of  the 
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Brethren  by  his  pastor,  the  writer.     Burial  was  in  the  Highland 
cemetery  of  South  Bend. — Ervin  Weaver,  North  Liberty,  Ind. 

Byers,  Susan  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  the  Clover  Creek  section 
between  Beavertown  and  Shellytown,  on  Aug.  1,  1898,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  and  Susan  Roudabush  Metzker.  She  passed  away 
at  the  Nason  hospital  on  May  18,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  her 
husband  and  son,  her  parents  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  two  sis- 
ters and  one  brother.  Elizabeth  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  having  united  with  the  church  at  New  Enter- 
prise at  an  early  age.  She  was  well  known  for  her  genial  per- 
sonality and  had  a  host  of  friends  who  mourn  her  passing.  Fu- 
neral services  were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Wood- 
bury in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland  of  New  Paris,  a  former  pas- 
tor at  Woodbury.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Dry  Hill  cemetery. 
— Mary  A.  Keiper,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Ferguson,  John  Tyree,  departed  this  life  April  9,  1941,  the  last 
of  the  eight  children  of  Nancy  Brown  Ferguson  and  Perry  Fer- 
guson. He  was  born  Feb.  9,  1853,  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,  and 
spent  most  of  his  life  there.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  sixty-three  years,  and  attended  serv- 
ices regularly  until  four  weeks  before  his  death.  On  Dec.  25, 
1875,  he  was  married  to  Susan  Kesler,  who  preceded  him  in 
death  by  eleven  years.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  children, 
seven  of  whom  survive.  There  are  also  fifty-three  living  grand- 
children and  fifty  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Brick  church  by  Brethren  J.  B.  Peters  and 
Johnnie  Naff.  Interment  was  in  the  family  cemetery. — Sylvia 
Angle  Flora,  Rocky  Mount,  Va. 

Filbrun,  Benjamin,  was  born  at  North  Hampton,  Ohio,  on 
May  3,  1860,  and  departed  this  life  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  on  Aug.  3, 
1941.  On  Dec.  25,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Alice  Den- 
linger,  who  preceded  him  in  death  on  Mar.  13,  1932.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  youth.  In 
his  youth  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  for 
many  years  was  active  as  a  minister  in  the  church.  Some  forty 
years  ago  he  moved  to  Virden,  111.,  and  made  his  home  in  central 
Illinois  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  more  than  a  year  he 
had  been  in  declining  health  and  confined  to  his  bed.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  Springfield,  111.,  with  the  writer  in  charge. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery  near  Girard, 
111.— Galen   T.   Lehman,   Springfield,   111. 

Frees,  Emmett  Alvaro,  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Lovisa  Frees, 
was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  15,  1879.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Bessie  Lewis  in  June  1899.  To  this  union 
were  born  one  son  and  three  daughters.  In  early  life  he  became 
a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  He  died  very  sud- 
denly on  Aug.  15,  1941,  having  fallen  at  one  of  the  city  parks. 
He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  the  wife  and  children,  eight  grand- 
children and  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Parson's  mortuary  in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  Andrew  Mil- 
ler and  Rev.  N.  S.  Tranbarger  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. — 
J.   Andrew  Miller,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Maxlzall,  Samuel  G.,  of  near  Schoeneck,  was  born  June  20,  1869, 
and  died  July  26,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Springville  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife,  two  children,  eleven  grandchildren,  five  great- 
grandchildren, two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  Mellinger's  funeral  home  in  Denver,  followed  by 
services  in  the  Middle  Creek  church,  conducted  by  Brethren  J. 
Bitzer  Johns  and  John  L.  Myer.  Interment  was  in  the  adjoin- 
ing cemetery. — Erla  Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa. 

Merkey,  Kate  B.  Gibbel,  widow  of  the  late  James  Z.  Merkey, 
was  born  Sept.  29,  1867,  and  died  June  22,  1941,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Boltz,  in  Lebanon,  Pa.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of 
years.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  fourteen  years  ago. 
She  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  one  son  and  two  stepchildren. 
One  son  also  preceded  her  in  death  nine  years  ago  as  the  result 
of  an  automobile  accident.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Ziegler's  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Elders  Ira  D.  Gibbel  and 
Elias  M.  Frantz.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
— Stella  D.  Merkey,  Bethel,  Pa. 

Meizger,  Allen,  son  of  Stephen  and  Esther  Metzger,  was  born 
in  Pipe  Creek  Township  Jan.  21,  1859,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
his  son  on  July  29,  1941.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Malissa 
Ann  Fletcher,  who  passed  away  in  1940.  To  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive.  He  also  leaves  one 
sister,  twelve  grandchildren  and  twenty-five  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  was  a  member  of  the  Dunkard  Brethren  church.  Fu- 
neral services,  held  at  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  were  conducted 
by  Brethren  Frank  Fisher,  T.  A.  Shively  and  Peter  Lorenz. — 
Martha  O.   Hessong,  Peru,   Ind. 

Miller,  Mary  Elizabeth,  wife  of  B.  J.  Miller,  passed  away  at  her 
home  in  Nappanee  on  Aug.  6,  1941,  after  a  year  and  a  half  of 
failing  health,  being  bedfast  the  last  six  months.  She  was  born 
Mar.  30,  1858,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  Moyer 
Freed,  the  third  child  of  a  family  of  seven  children.  Sister  Mil- 
ler was  united  in  marriage  to  B.  J.  Miller  on  Oct.  2,  1876,  at 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  and  resided  on  a  farm  in  that  vicinity  until 
1898  when  they  moved  to  Nappanee.  To  this  union  one  son  was 
born.  Brother  and  Sister  Miller  united  with  -the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  their  early  married  life  and  were  charter  members  of 
the  Nappanee  church.  During  the  fifty-six  years  of  active  Chris- 
tian service  of  her  life  she  shared  with  her  husband  in  the  office 


of  deacon,  both  of  them  working  faithfully  in  this  service.  They 
were  never  absent  from  church  services  excepting  when  health 
failed  them.  Surviving  are  her  companion,  one  son,  three  broth- 
ers, one  sister,  and  three  grandchildren.  Services  were  held  at 
the  Nappanee  Church  of  the  Brethren,  conducted  by  Eld.  David 
Metzler,  assisted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert.  The  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  Center  cemetery. — Mrs.  Floyd  E. 
Keans,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Myers,  William  A.,  son  of  Christian  and  Mary  Ann  Myers,  was 
born  at  Upton,  Pa.,  Mar.  9,  1867,  and  passed  away  at  his  home 
near  Greene,  Iowa,  on  July  28,  1941.  He  came  to  Lanark,  111., 
at  seventeen  years  of  age,  where  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  to  which  he  remained  faithful  until  death.  In 
1891  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Hager,  and  to  this 
union  one  son  and  three  daughters  were  born.  His  wife  and  one 
daughter  preceded  him  in  death.  He  leaves  one  son,  two  daugh- 
ters, five  grandchildren  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Greene  church  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Pas- 
tor Harlan  Smith.  Interment  was  in  the  Rose  Hill  cemetery.— 
J.  F.  Burton,  Lena,  111. 

Nalale,  Sarah,  died  on  Aug.  16,  1941,  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  her  mother,  a  brother 
and  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  of  her 
mother  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Somerset  County  memorial  park. — Mrs.  Charles  A. 
Cage,  Jr.,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Replogle,  Jessie  Ivene,  daughter  of  N.  D.  and  Anna  Metz,  was 
born  July  23,  1885,  at  Hudson,  Iowa.  At  the  age  of  ten  she  con- 
secrated her  life  to  Christ  and  joined  the  fellowship  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  South  Waterloo,  Iowa.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Lester  Replogle  in  February  1912  at  Yakima,  Wash.  He 
preceded  her  in  death  on  Aug.  31,  1935.  Death  came  to  her  on 
April  14,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  C.  C. 
Kindy  and  the  undersigned. — Grant  T.  McGuire,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

Rummel,  Elizabeth  Lucinda,  wife  of  Homer  R.  Rummel,  was 
born  July  7,  1889,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Windber  on  July  6, 
1941.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Catherine  Thomas  Rein- 
inger.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons,  five  sisters 
and  three  brothers.  She  was  baptized  when  in  her  early  teens  in 
the  Dunning's  Creek  congregation  and  at  the  time  of  her  death 
held  her  membership  in  the  Windber  church.  Her  funeral  serv- 
ices were  preached  by  Bro.  Newton  D.  Cosner  at  the  Meek  fu- 
neral home.  Interment  was  in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — Mrs.  Cal- 
vin  L.   Blough,   Windber,   Pa. 

Slocker,  Elmer  V.,  was  born  in  Lenawee  County,  Mich.,  on 
April  5,  1867,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  on  June  30, 
1941.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Lansing  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  served  as  trustee  for  more  than  twelve  years.  He 
was  a  devout  Christian  and  a  good  citizen.  Surviving  are  his 
wife,  Anna  Mote  Stocker,  one  daughter,  one  son,  four  grand- 
children and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Estes-Leadley  funeral  home,  Lansing,  with  the 
writer  and  Bro.  Hiram  W.  Peters  officiating.  Interment  was 
made  at  the  Lakeside  cemetery,  Lake  Odessa. — Walter  M.  Young, 
Lansing,  Mich. 

Thompson,  Gertrude  May,  wife  of  James  E.  Thompson,  died 
Feb.  11,  1941,  aged  sixty-three  years.  Besides  her  husband  she 
is  survived  by  a  daughter,  three  sons,  four  grandchildren,  two 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Bro. 
Roy  K.  Miller.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Boonsboro  cemetery, 
— Blanche  D.  Martin,   Brunswick,  Md. 

While,  Harry,  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  England,  Sept.  23, 
1860,  and  died  in  his  home  in  Batavia,  111.,  Aug.  12,  1941.  He 
came  to  this  country  fifty-eight  years  ago.  In  1905,  having  gone 
back  to  England  for  a  visit,  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Hunt. 
Later  they  both  came  to  America  and  located  in  Batavia,  111. 
He  had  a  winning  personality  and  was  known  everywhere  as 
Uncle  Harry.  Surviving  are  his  wife  and  daughter,  two  grand- 
children and  a  host  of  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
the  Batavia  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  were  conducted  by  the 
pastor.  Interment  was  made  in  the  East  Batavia  cemetery. — 
David   R.   Landis,    Batavia,   111. 

Whitney,  Herman  G.,  son  of  Crosby  and  Lucinda  Whitney,  was 
born  Jan.  8,  1878,  near  Union,  Iowa,  and  passed  away  at  the  home 
of  his  son  in  Belleville,  Kans.,  on  Aug.  7,  1941.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Stella  A.  Wicks  on  Dec.  22,  1904.  To  this  union 
were  born  one  son  and  two  daughters.  He  was  preceded  in  death 
by  his  companion  and  one  daughter.  In  early  manhood  he  united 
with  the  Belleville  Church  of  the  Brethren.  To  this  early  con- 
viction he  remained  true  until  the  end.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
loss  one  daughter,  his  son  and  family,  with  whom  he  had  made 
his  home  for  the  last  five  years,  three  grandchildren,  three  sis- 
ters and  four  brothers,  besides  numerous  friends  and  relatives. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Belleville  church  by  the 
undersigned  on  Aug.  10. — Max  Hartsough,  Belleville,  Kans., 
Aug.   17. 

Young,  Virginia  Morris,  was  born  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va., 
Nov.  1,  1850,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  12,  1941,  at  the  home  of 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Burns.  She  was  one  of  four  children 
born  to  Uriah  and  Sarah  Morris,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Washington  Young  on  Mar.  23,  1871. 
To  this  union  were  born  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Her  husband 
and  son  have  preceded  her  in  death.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years 
she  came  with  her  parents  to  Henry  County,  Ohio,  where  she 
resided   until   the  death   of  her   husband   on  July   13,    1922.     She 
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united  with  the  Sand  Ridge  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1888  and 
remained  a  faithful  and  devoted  member,  always  active  in  the 
work  of  the  Master.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  death  a  daughter, 
two  granddaughters,  one  great-granddaughter  and  a  host  of  rel- 
atives and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  L.  Guthrie,  assisted  by  the  pastor. — Edna  Etter,  Ottawa,  Ohio. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Live  Oak. — We  were  represented  at  the  La  Verne  Annual 
Conference  by  Eld.  W.  R.  Brubaker  and  Bro.  Raymond  Fillmore. 
On  June  8  our  pastor  brought  us  a  special  message  appropriate 
for  children's  day.  The  special  music  was  rendered  by  the 
junior  choir.  On  June  15  we  celebrated  the  thirtieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  Live  Oak  church.  We  were  all  blessed  by  the  splen- 
did messages  of  the  day.  Bro.  Francis  Barr  brought  the  morn- 
ing message,  which  was  very  challenging  to  us,  and  then  in  the 
afternoon  our  pastor  preached  on  the  subject,  A  Vision  of  the 
Future.  The  message  challenged  the  church  to  a  new  conse- 
cration for  the  task  that  lies  ahead  of  us,  that  of  proclaiming 
the  kingdom  of  our  Lord.  The  evening  message  was  brought 
by  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  W.  I.  Liskey.  Just  recently  we  have 
had  several  special  business  meetings  to  acquaint  ourselves  with 
the  program  of  the  local  church.  After  much  consideration  we 
have  adopted  what  we  call  a  unified  budget  plan  which  will  go 
into  effect  on  Oct.  1,  1941.  It  is  our  plan  to  put  all  interests  in 
the  budget — missions,  district  and  general,  peace  and  relief,  La 
Verne  College,  etc.  We  are  also  attempting  to  raise  the  budget 
by  tithes  and  offerings.  We  are  now  making  a  special  study  on 
Sunday  evenings  of  the  importance  of  tithing  to  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  We  feel  that  our  people  are  very  responsive.  We 
are  definitely  striving  for  a  Christ-centered  church  program. — 
Helen  Daugherty,  Live  Oak,  Calif.,  Aug.  12. 

Sacramento  Suburban. — On  July  9  the  La  Verne  College  male 


Bethany    Biblical    Seminary    Offering 

Blank  for  Sending  Mission  Money 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111, 
Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find   dollars 

as  an  offering  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  which  please  place  to  the 
credit  of 


Individual 


Class 


Sunday  school 

Congregation 

District 


Name  of  sender 


Street  or  R.  R. 


Post  office State 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,    111. 

Please  state  what  congregation  and  District  should  have 
credit  for  this.  Full  name  and  address  should  be  given 
to  insure  a  prompt  return  of  receipt. 


Date 


.193.. 


quartet,  the  Collegeaires,  gave  us  an  excellent  program.  They 
are  making  a  tour  of  California,  Oregon  and  Washington.  On 
July  23  Dr.  Herman  B.  Landis  spoke  to  a  very  attentive  audi- 
ence, as  he  pictured  the  mission  field  of  Africa.  On  Aug.  8  the 
men  had  their  first  official  meeting.  After  a  good  dinner,  music 
and  games,  the  election  of  officers  took  place.  Clarence  Lane 
was  elected  president,  Greg  Gaunt  vice  president  and  Leo  Weav- 
er secretary-treasurer.  A  number  of  visitors  were  present. 
Prospects  are  good  for  the  men's  work  here.  The  men  are  now 
sponsoring  activities  for  boys  in  woodworking  and  outdoor  activ- 
ities, besides  doing  a  great  deal  of  work  in  the  construction  and 
completion  of  a  splendid  new  church  building.  The  date  of  the 
dedication  of  the  church  has  been  set  for  Sept.  14.  We  invite 
friends  from  far  and  near  to  be  with  us  at  that  time. — J.  R.  Jen- 
nings, Sacramento,  Calif.,  Aug.  13. 

Florida 

Winter  Park. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school,  held  during  a 
two-week  period  in  June,  was  well  attended.  It  was  directed  by 
Bro.  Elbert  Reish  of  Lorida.  Bro.  J.  D.  Reish  of  Lorida  also  as- 
sisted with  the  teaching.  An  interesting  program  was  rendered 
at  the  close  of  the  school.  During  the  past  four  weeks  an  edu- 
cational program  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Stewardship  has 
been  in  progress.  This  was  participated  in  by  the  ministry,  the 
Christian  Workers'  group,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  and  the  intermedi- 
ates and  junior  leagues.  On  Aug.  3  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  of 
Elgin,  111.,  who,  with  his  family,  was  visiting  relatives  here,  de- 
livered the  morning  message.  On  Aug.  10  Bro.  Shideler,  pastor 
of  our  church  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  preached  for  us  in  the  evening. 
Both  of  these  messages  were  much  appreciated.  A  number  of 
our  young  people  and  intermediates  attended  Camp  Ithiel  near 
Avon  Park,  and  several  young  people  also  attended  Brethren 
camps  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia.  Bro.  J.  D.  Reish  was  the 
speaker  at  our  men's  work  meeting  on  Aug.  4.  Our  mother  and 
daughter  organization  held  a  very  interesting  meeting  on  Aug. 
12.— Chester  E.   Shuler,   Winter  Park,  Fla.,  Aug.   14. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — Bro.  H.  G.  Shank,  formerly  of  the  Portland,  Oreg., 
church,  has  recently  taken  charge  as  supply  pastor  in  the  ab- 
sence of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Maurice  S.  Frantz,  who  is  on  a  six- 
month  leave  of  absence.  In  the  interim  we  have  been  favored 
by  sermons  from  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  of  South  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
Bro.  C.  Ray  Keim  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  and  Bro.  Howard 
H.  Keim,  Jr.,  of  Huntington,  Ind.  A  farewell  picnic  was  given 
in  honor  of  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Frantz,  and  a  friendship  quilt  bear- 
ing   over   five    hundred   names   was   presented   to   them.     About 
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fifty  young  people  and  adults  from  here  attended  meetings  of 
the  summer  assembly  at  Camp  Stover.  Recently  the  young  peo- 
ple's department  held  morning  services  at  the  Atlanta  Mine,  lo- 
cated 150  miles  from  here  in  the  Idaho  Sawtooth  Mountains. — 
Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,   Idaho,  Aug.   17. 

Illinois 
Douglas  Park  (Chicago). — The  ladies'  aid  served  another  suc- 
cessful Plunkett  supper  on  May  23.  Our  pastor's  nephew,  Rhett 
Petcher  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  gave  an  excellent  ser- 
mon on  June  8.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  our  church  and  the  young 
people  of  the  Elgin  Baptist  church  held  a  joint  meeting  at  Elgin 
on  June  15.  The  program  was  given  by  our  group  and  a  large 
number  attended.  We  met  at  our  regular  council  meeting  on 
June  18.  Bro.  Sterling  Kaetzel  was  elected  a  deacon  to  fill  Bro. 
Alva  Fike's  place.  Brethren  Emmet  Corn  and  Eugene  Parsh 
were  elected  to  represent  our  church  as  delegates  at  the  con- 
ference to  be  held  at  Polo.  On  June  29  our  pastor  and  his  fam- 
ily were  away  and  Brethren  Galen  Ogden  and  William  Bosser- 
man  had  charge  of  the  morning  and  evening  services.  The 
sermons  of  these  two  young  men,  who  are  attending  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary,  were  enjoyed  by  all  the  members  of  our 
church.  The  annual  4th  of  July  picnic  of  the  Douglas  Park  and 
Hastings  Street  churches  was  again  held  at  the  Hinsdale  forest 
preserve.  Fewer  people  attended,  but  an  enjoyable  time  was 
had  by  all  present.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  began  on 
July  7  and  closed  on  July  18.  The  school  was  under  the  able  di- 
rection of  Sister  Olson  and  Bro.  White  and  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  schools  of  several  years.  We  are  again  grateful  for 
the  splendid  help  that  the  teachers  from  the  First  church  gave 
us  in  our  vacation  school.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife  gave  a  de- 
lightful party  for  the  teachers  on  the  closing  night.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  been  enjoying  a  round  of  visiting  in  the  homes  on  each 
Thursday  in  July  and  August.  The  women  are  very  proud  of  the 
kitchen  in  the  church.  A  good  eight-burner  gas  stove  has  been 
installed  and  Bro.  Tomany  made  new  cupboards.  The  ladies 
thank  him  for  his  fine  work.  Bro.  Philip  Lauver  of  Tampa,  Fla., 
was  at  our  church  on  Aug.  10.  Fourteen  of  our  boys  and  girls 
attended  the  camp  at  Naperville.  Quite  a  few  of  our  members 
are  planning  to  attend  the  conference  at  Polo. — Berniece  Pfols- 
grof,  Chicago,  111.,  Aug.  18. 

Freeport. — The  district  children's  workers'  conference  was 
held  here  in  the  afternoon  of  May  18.  Messages  were  brought 
by  Ruth  Shriver  of  Elgin,  who  is  national  director  of  children's 
work,  and  Genevieve  Crist,  also  of  Elgin,  editor  of  our  chil- 
dren's literature.  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchel  of  Naperville  talked  to 
the  young  people  at  their  meeting  and  spoke  at  the  evening 
service  on  The  Church  and  Her  Children.  Rev.  W.  E.  Royston  of 
Chicago,  representing  the  Anti-Saloon  League,  spoke  to  us  on  the 
evening  of  May  25.  His  subject  was  The  Handwriting  on  the 
Wall.  The  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  in  Krapes 
Park  on  June  28.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Clarence  Fike,  and  family 
spent  the  first  two  weeks  in  July  with  their  parents  and  rela- 
tives at  West  Plains,  Mo.     During  their  absence  the  pulpit  was 
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DISTRICT    MEETINGS  LOVE  FEASTS 

California,     Northern — Empire,  Indiana 

Oct.    10-13.  Sept.  20,  Upper  Fall  Creek. 

Florida    and    Georgia — Tampa,  „       , 

Oct.    10-12.  Maryland 

Indiana.       Middle-MonticeUo,  °ct  "•  2:30  Pm>  Piney  Creek' 

Oct.   10-12.  Oct.   11.   6:30  pm,   Sams  Creek. 

Iowa,    Middle— Panther   Creek,  °ct-    19-   6:30  Pm'   piPe  Creek- 

Sept.   6-8.  Oct.  25,  3  pm.  Locust  Grove. 


Ohio 

Sept.   10,  8  pm,  Deshler. 


Kansas,   Northeastern — Morrill, 
Oct.  4-6. 

Kansas,    Northwestern — Victor, 
Oct.    17-19.  Pennsylvania 

Kansas,     Southeastern— Gravel  Sept.  7,  4:45  pm,  Harrisburg. 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27.  Oct.  12,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove. 

Kansas,     Southwestern — Salem,  Oct.   12,   7  pm.   Clavsburg. 

Oct.   17-20. 

T©nri©ss©€ 
Maryland,  Western — Frostburg,  

Oct.  li.  Sept.   13,  7  pm.  Pleasant  View. 

Missouri,  Middle — Osceola,  Oct.  Virginia 

10-13-  Sept.   7,   Lower   Union,   Locust 

Missouri,    Northern— Wakenda,  Grove  congregation. 

Oct.   24-26.  Sept.  13,  7  pm,  Johnsville. 

Nebraska-Omaha,    Oct.    10-13.  Sept.  13,  4  pm,  Valley  Bethel. 

_,  ,.'„*,  „,  .  Sept.     14,     6:30     pm,     Fairfax, 

Pennsylvania,   Southern — Ship-  Oakton   church 

pensburg,   Oct.  28,   29.  _      .    „„    .  ' , 

Sept.  20,  3  pm,  Salem. 

Pennsylvania,  Western— Johns-  Qct.   12,   7  pm,  Greenmount. 
town,  Roxbury,  Oct.  22,  23. 

West     Virginia,     First— Beaver  West  vir3inia 

Run,  Oct.  3-5.  Sept.  21,  5  pm,  Mt.  Dale. 


filled  by  Dr.  John  R.  Rice  of  Wheaton,  111.,  who  was  in  the  city 
in  an  evangelistic  campaign,  and  Bro.  John  Masterson  of  For- 
reston,  111.  We  enjoyed  having  these  ministers  with  us.  On 
July  28  the  church  met  in  council  with  our  elder,  Bro.  I.  D. 
Leatherman  of  Lanark,  presiding.  The  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  elected  for  one  year.  Bro.  Leatherman  was 
re-elected  elder,  and  the  Sunday-school  superintendents  elected 
are  Brethren  Dan  Fierheller  and  Lloyd  LeBaron.  At  this  meet- 
ing it  was  voted  to  give  Lloyd  LeBaron  a  license  to  preach; 
appropriate  installation  services  will  be  held  in  the  near  future. 
On  Aug.  10  Bro.  John  Heckman  of  Polo,  111.,  was  with  us  and 
brought  the  morning  message  on  Christian  Growth.  Laura  Le- 
Baron and  Lloyd  LeBaron  were  selected  to  serve  as  delegates  at 
the  district  meeting  at  Polo,  111.  The  outlook  for  the  church  is 
good  and  we  are  looking  toward  greater  spiritual  blessing  in  the 
future  with  the  help  of  the  Lord. — Laura  LeBaron,  Freeport, 
111.,  Aug.  20. 

Liberty. — On  the  evening  of  Aug.  5  our  council  meeting  was 
held  at  the  church  with  Eld.  D.  B.  Cave  presiding.  Officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Cave  was  elected  as  delegate 
to  district  meeting  and  Sister  Cave  is  to  represent  our  aid  soci- 
ety there.  The  first  Sunday  in  October  is  our  home-coming, 
when  we  will  celebrate  the  founding  of  the  church.  We  wish  to 
extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  our  former  pastors  and  friends. 
The  aid  society  elected  officers  at  a  recent  meeting.  The  mite 
boxes  were  opened  with  the  contents  of  $10.  The  aid  is  making 
plaques  for  the  army  boys. — Helen  Frey,  Liberty,  111.,  Aug.  18. 

Maryland 
Meadow  Branch.— We  were  favored  by  a  visit  of  about  thirty 
conscientious  objectors  on  Sunday,  Aug.  10.  Robert  Fox  and 
Isaac  Bare  gave  splendid  talks,  including  incidents  from  their 
personal  experiences  while  drafted  into  the  World  War.  The 
services  were  well  attended.  This  group  had  their  annual  con- 
vention in  Roop's  Lookabout  Camp.  Mrs.  Lavenia  Wenger  served 
as  hostess  during  their  two  days'  stay  in  our  midst.  It  was  de- 
cided to  return  to  Roop's  Camp  again  at  this  same  time  next 
year.  The  last  of  our  six  weeks'  cottage  prayer  meetings,  held 
prior  to  our  evangelistic  meeting,  was  held  in  the  home  of  Bro. 
Clarence  Zepp  near  Westminster,  Md.  It  was  well  attended. 
This  consecration  prayer  meeting  will  be  conducted  in  the  church 
each  evening  at  7:30  during  the  revival  meeting.— William  E. 
Roop,  Westminster,  Md.,  Aug.  15. 

Michigan 

Battle  Creek. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  began  on  June 
23  with  Viola  Gow  as  the  director.  The  enrollment  was  129  and 
the  average  attendance  102.  In  the  student  body  twelve 
churches  were  represented.  The  theme  for  the  school  was  The 
Church  of  Christ,  and  the  theme  song  was  For  Christ  and  the 
Church.  The  total  offering  amounted  to  $12.24.  At  the  close  of 
the  two-week  school  the  teachers  and  children  enjoyed  a  picnic 
at  Goguac  Lake.  We  met  in  council  with  Bro.  Peters  of  Lansing 
in  charge  on  July  12.  Delegates  for  district  meeting  were 
chosen  at  this  time:  Sisters  Gardner  and  Arnett.  It  was  also 
voted  to  have  communion  on  Aug.  24.  Bro.  Robert  Ebey  from 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  brought  us  the  message  on  the  eve- 
ning of  July  13.  Bro.  Peters  brought  the  morning  message  on 
July  27.  We  were  happy  to  have  a  group  of  young  people  from 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  bring  us  the  message  in  song  on  Sun- 
day evening,  Aug.  10.  A  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  Aug. 
17.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  D.  P.  Schechter  of  the  Shepherd 
church,  Mich.,  with  us  for  our  communion  services.  We  were 
privileged  to  have  seven  ministers  with  us  at  this  time.  A  num- 
ber of  our  people  attended  district  meeting.  The  good  wishes  of 
the  church  go  with  Bro.  David  O.  Schechter  and  wife,  who  so 
faithfully  served  us  this*  summer  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  Mal- 
lott.  The  Schechters  go  back  to  Bethany  the  last  of  August- 
Mrs.  Florence   Snow,   Battle   Creek,   Mich.,   Aug.   26. 

Woodland. — We  had  a  nice  children's  day  program,  which  was 
held  in  place  of  the  Sunday-school  hour  on  June  8.  Also  on 
this  Sunday  Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester  began  his 
summer  pastorate  work  here.  We  have  enjoyed  his  inspiring 
sermons.  Each  third  Sunday  was  filled  with  other  help.  A  beau- 
tiful cantata,  Esther  the  Queen,  was  presented  in  the  Woodland 
Height   auditorium.     Our   Woodland,   Battle    Creek   and   Lansing 
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churches  took  part  in  this.  On  June  29  Bro.  Harold  Chambers 
gave  us  a  well-prepared  talk  on  Wisdom.  The  church  feels  the 
loss  of  one  of  its  members.  Bro.  Torrence  Townsend,  who  passed 
on  to  his  heavenly  home  on  July  19.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  offici- 
ated at  the  funeral  services.  On  the  Sunday  before  Bro.  Miller 
gave  us  a  wonderful  sermon  on  Death,  a  Gate  Entrance.  On 
July  23  Brother  and  Sister  Garner  of  Pioneer.  Ohio,  visited  us 
and  Bro.  Garner  gave  us  a  sermon  from  Psalm  1.  Sister  Mary 
Guy  was  elected  to  represent  us  at  district  conference  in  the 
Marilla  church.  We  expect  Brother  and  Sister  Dodge  of  North- 
eastern Ohio  to  locate  here  about  Sept.  1  as  our  full-time  pas- 
tors.— Mrs.   Homer  Rowlader,   Woodland,   Mich.,   Aug.   20. 

Minnesota 

Root  River. — On  Mother's  Day  a  special  service  was  observed 
to  dedicate  the  babies.  On  June  4  the  mothers  and  daughters 
held  a  garden  party  with  an  appropriate  program  in  the  church 
basement.  Mrs.  C.  V.  Michener  gave  us  a  talk  on  Inspired  Moth- 
ers. On  the  following  Friday  evening  we  had  our  love  feast. 
On  the  evening  of  June  8  Bro.  Desmond  Bittinger  showed  slides 
on  Africa.  We  held  a  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible  school  with  an 
attendance  of  thirty-eight.  Our  business  meeting  was  held  on 
June  27,  at  which  time  our  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected. 
Mrs.  Amy  Owens  and  Miss  Margie  Hensinkveld  will  represent  us 
at  district  meeting  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  in  August.  Our  usual 
picnic  was  held  on  July  4.  On  July  6  our  church  observed  its 
eighty-sixth  anniversary  and  home-coming.  Bro.  R.  E.  Zook  was 
the  speaker  at  both  morning  and  evening  services,  and  Rev.  J.  F. 
Souders  at  the  afternoon  service.  We  were  glad  to  have  many 
former  members  with  us.  On  July  20  Bro.  J.  S.  Flory  of  Gar- 
ret, Ind.,  preached  for  us  at  both  services.  He  was  a  former 
pastor  here.  On  Monday  evening  a  social  was  held  in  the  church 
basement  in  honor  of  the  Florys.  On  the  following  Sunday  Sis- 
ter Eliza  Miller  spoke  on  her  work  in  India.  She  spoke  to  a 
group  of  women  on  the  following  day.  Five  intermediates  and 
two  young  people  attended  camp  at  Pine  Lake  during  August. 
Our  ladies'  aid  meets  every  two  weeks  and  is  doing  quilting  the 
summer  months. — Mrs.  Merlin  Wissing,  Preston,  Minn.,  Aug.   18. 

North  Carolina 

Shelloniown. — Our  revival  services,  conducted  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  N.  C.  Reed,  assisted  by  Bro.  Otte  Utt  of  Galax,  Va.,  closed 
on  the  last  Sunday  in  July.  Bro.  Utt  brought  a  quartet  with  him 
and  the  singing  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  The  messages  were 
inspiring  and  helpful  and  much  interest  was  shown.  Three 
united  with  the  church  and  were  baptized  the  following  Sunday. 
— Margaret   Hensley,   Mt.   Airy,   N.   C,    Aug.    14. 
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Ohio 

Deshler. — We  held  our  business  meeting  on  Aug.  4.  We  ex- 
pect to  have  a  series  of  revival  meetings  begin  on  Aug.  31,  and 
have  the  communion  service  on  Sept.  10  at  8  P.  M.  Bro.  Glenn 
Fruth  is  our  pastor,  and  Bro.  J.  F.  Hornish  of  Defiance,  Ohio,  is 
our  elder. — Esther  Dishong,  Deshler,   Ohio. 

Lima. — The  church  met  in  council  on  May  28  at  which  time  a 
plan  was  adopted  to  be  of  service  to  our  members  at  times  of 
death  and  bereavement  by  offering  to  serve  dinner  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral.  More  than  160  attended  our  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  on  May  13.  An  interesting  feature  of  the  program 
was  a  pageant.  The  Old  Fashioned  Home,  in  which  all  antique 
furniture  was  used.  We  are  continuing  our  weekly  prayer 
meetings  at  the  church.  On  June  8  our  children  presented  a 
lovely  pageant  entitled  The  Golden  Road.  Our  Sunday-school 
picnic  was  held  at  LaFayette  on  June  1.  Virgil  Turner  took 
moving  pictures  of  many  members  during  the  day;  we  all  en- 
joyed seeing  these  pictures  later.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  midsummer 
district  conference  was  held  here  on  July  6.  The  worship  pro- 
gram was  centered  around  music  and  art  appreciation.  There 
was  a  potluck  fellowship  supper  in  the  evening.  Our  pastor  and 
family  attended  the  Conference  at  La  Verne  and  brought  back 
many  items  of  interest.  Plans  are  under  way  to  purchase  new 
hymnals  for  the  church.  On  July  1  we  completed  the  payment 
of  our  church  debt.  Later  we  celebrated  with  a  special  worship 
program.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  home-coming  in  Sep- 
tember and  cordially  welcome  all  our  former  members  and 
friends  to  come  and  fellowship  with  us.  The  exact  date  has  not 
been  fixed  as  yet.  We  are  also  looking  forward  to  our  revival 
services  which  will  begin  on  Sept.  28  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Rollins  as  evangelists. — Ellen  Vore,   Lima,   Ohio,  Aug.  20. 

Mohican. — We  held  our  regular  council  on  Aug.  7,  at  which 
time  it  was  decided  to  have  our  harvest  meeting  on  Aug.  31. 
There  will  be  services  in  the  morning  and' afternoon,  and  a  bas- 
ket dinner  at  noon.  In  the  evening  a  revival  meeting  will  begin 
with  Bro.  Fidler  of  Southern  Ohio  as  the  evangelist.  A  com- 
munion service  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  meetings. — Mrs. 
Avery  Morris,  West  Salem,  Ohio,  Aug.  8. 

Pennsylvania 

Ligonier. — At  our  last  council  we  re-elected  Bro.  John  Claw- 
son  as  elder.  The  men's  organization  is  keeping  the  church  lawn 
in  good  condition.  The  women's  work  has  furnished  the  church 
basement  with  two  new  electric  hot  plates,  so  the  cooking  for 
the  love  feast  may  be  done  at  the  church  instead  of  some  near- 
by home.  The  Helpers  class  is  having  the  mountain  water  made 
available  in  the  basement.  Bro.  Detter,  a  student  at  Juniata 
College,  is  supplying  our  pulpit  for  the  summer. — Mrs.  W.  E. 
Wolford,  Ligonier,  Pa.,   Aug.   9. 

Meyersdale. — The  choir  of  the  Somerset  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, with  Bro.  Ernest  Statler,  director,  will  render  a  program  in 
the  local  church  on  Aug.  14.  Early  in  June  the  choir  of  the 
Meyersdale  church,  directed  by  Miss  Marie  Clapper,  gave  a  con- 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1   Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16;  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
13;  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worship  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20:  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,   widows,   poor,   sick   and   aged    (Acts   6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18);  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9):  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37:  James  5: 
12);  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1   Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15.  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— September  6,  1941 


31 


cert  in  the  Somerset  church.  Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold 
of  New  Market,  Md.,  former  missionaries  to  India,  will  be  with 
us  on  August  17  to  present  a  musical  program  of  old  hymns  of 
the  church.  Sister  Arnold  will  play  the  hymns  while  Bro. 
Arnold  will  illustrate  them  with  chalk  talks.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
DeWitt  L.  Miller,  is  continuing  his  Sunday  evening  sermons  on 
the  history  of  interesting  events  of  the  early  kings  of  Israel,  in 
preparation  for  the  coming  cantata,  Saul,  King  of  Israel,  which 
will  be  presented  by  the  choir  during  the  latter  part  of  this 
month.  This  will  be  one  of  the  most  outstanding  presentations 
yet  undertaken  by  our  choir. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale, 
Pa.,  Aug.   12. 

Palmyra. — On  June  8  the  beginners'  department  gave  an  inter- 
esting program  for  children's  day;  in  the  evening  the  program 
was  given  by  the  primary  department.  We  had  interesting  re- 
ports from  the  Conference  at  La  Verne,  given  by  the  Carper 
family.  We  had  the  privilege  of  having  the  regional  conference, 
which  we  enjoyed  very  much,  at  our  church  on  July  17,  18.  Be- 
fore Marvin  Kline  left  for  camp  at  Kane,  Pa.,  a  special  farewell 
meeting  was  held  for  him  on  the  evening  of  July  20.  Another 
of  our  boys,  Marlin  Wagner,  is  at  Lagro,  Ind.  Bro.  A.  S.  Curry 
gave  a  helpful  message  on  July  27.  Our  junior,  women's  and 
men's  choruses,  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Gottshall,  have  been 
practicing  during  the  summer  months  and  are  giving  a  few 
numbers  each  Sunday.  The  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  un- 
der the  direction  of  Anna  Carper.  Instead  of  our  regular  prayer 
meeting  service  on  Aug.  6,  Bro.  Ikenberry,  a  returned  mission- 
ary to  China,  gave  a  talk.  A  number  of  young  people  are  at- 
tending Camp  Conewago. — Edith  M.  Blouch,  Palmyra,  Pa., 
Aug.   11. 

Reading. — Our  little  group  has  been  meeting  regularly  this 
summer  on  Sunday  evenings  as  well  as  Wednesday  evenings. 
Our  evening  service  on  July  20  was  in  the  form  of  a  vesper 
service  on  the  lawn  of  one  of  our  member's  homes.  Our  Sun- 
day-school picnic  was  held  on  June  21.  The  activities  were  cli- 
maxed with  a  vesper  service.  On  June  29  the  Florin  church  held 
a  joint  morning  service  with  us,  bringing  the  special  music  and 
the  sermon.  Our  elder  and  his  wife,  along  with  several  other 
folks,  attended  the  regional  conference  held  at  Palmyra,  July 
17,  18.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  made  it  possible  for  all  of  our  young 
people  to  attend  Camp  Conewago. — Helen  G.  Markey,  Read- 
ing,  Pa.,  Aug.   11. 

Virginia 

Greenmounl. — On  May  4  Bro.  E.  M.  Wampler  presided  at  our 
communion  service,  which  was  held  at  the  Mt.  Zion  church. 
On    May    18    Bro.    Wampler,    who    is    a    returned    missionary    to 


China,  brought  an  interesting  and  enlightening  message  to  us. 
That  afternoon  the  installation  service  for  our  former  pastor, 
Bro.  M.  J.  Craun,  was  held  at  the  Greenmount  church.  Breth- 
ren Homer  J.  Miller  and  S.  D.  Lindsay,  members  of  the  district 
ministerial  board,  had  charge  of  the  service.  Three  members  of 
our  church  attended  the  adult  conference  held  at  Bridgewater 
College  June  16-22.  Those  who  attended  this  interdenomina- 
tional and  interracial  meeting  found  it  very  interesting,  helpful 
and  inspiring.  Our  pastor  held  a  revival  at  the  Mt.  Zion  church 
July  20— Aug.  3.  Through  this  meeting  eighteen  were  added  to 
the  kingdom.  Our  annual  harvest  and  home-coming  day  was 
held  on  Aug.  2  at  Greenmount.  After  the  worship  service  Bro. 
Craun  brought  us  a  timely  message.  A  vegetable,  grain  and 
floral  offering,  which  was  placed  around  the  altar,  was  later 
given  to  a  needy  family.  A  cash  offering  of  $41.50  was  received. 
At  noon  a  basket  lunch  was  served  in  the  grove.  After  lunch 
the  time  was  spent  in  Christian  fellowship  and  directed  play  for 
the  children,  while  the  ministers  and  deacons  met  to  plan  for 
the  annual  visit  and  council  meeting.  On  Aug.  10  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Myers,  recently  returned  from  China,  brought  a  touching  mes- 
sage concerning  the  suffering  and  sacrifices  of  the  missions  in 
that  war-torn  land.  Our  annual  visit  council  met  on  Aug.  8  at 
Greenmount  church.  The  superintendents  of  five  of  our  Sunday 
schools  were  appointed  for  1941-42.  Bro.  I.  C.  Senger  was  elected 
our  presiding  elder  again  for  a  term  of  three  years. — Erne  S. 
Wampler,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Aug.  13. 

West  Virginia 
Capon  Chapel. — The  church  work  is  progressing  very  nicely 
here  under  the  leadership  of  our  new  part-time  pastor,  Bro. 
Vernon  N.  Shanholtz  of  Ridgeley,  W.  Va.  We  have  preaching 
twice  each  month  at  the  Chapel,  Oak  Grove  and  Mt.  Dale.  We 
have  Sunday  school  at  the  Chapel  and  Oak  Grove.  We  are 
making  progress  in  building  the  new  church  at  Oak  Grove.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  the  dedication  services  early  this  fall. 
Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  of  Burlington,  W.  Va.,  held  an  all-day  service 
at  Oak  Grove  on  June  8.  An  all-day  service  was  held  at  the 
Chapel  on  June  29.  Bro.  Smith  delivered  the  morning  sermon 
and  Bro.  Shanholtz  preached  in  the  afternoon.  One  young  man 
was  recently  baptized  into  the  church.  The  church  gave  $10  for 
the  support  of  the  Civilian  Service  camps.  Bro.  Shanholtz  is 
making  a  great  sacrifice  in  working  with  us.  He  drives  from  200 
to  300  miles  each  month  over  the  mountains.  He  carries  his 
carpenter  tools  with  him  on  each  Saturday  trip  to  Oak  Grove 
in  order  to  work  all  day  on  the  new  church,  after  which  he 
preaches  there  at  night. — Mrs.  Alvin  Catlett,  Levels,  W.  Va., 
Aug.  9. 
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in  your  worship  services.  You'll  find  them  in  the  Brethren  Revised  Hym- 
nal— almost  five  hundred  hymns  that  have  stood  the  test  of  time,  assem- 
bled by  a  Conference-appointed  committee,  some  famous  hymns  by 
Brethren  writers  and  composers. 

90c  each  postpaid.   In  lots  of  12  or  more,  65c  each,  carriage  extra. 
Liberal  trade-in  allowance  on  used  hymnals  or  songbooks. 
Sample  copy  on  reguest. 
Free  labels  for  donated  hymnals  and  memorials. 
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Around 

the  World 


The  total  giving  of  all  churches 
(Protestant,  Catholic,  Jewish)  is 
slightly  less  than  one  per  cent  of  all 
the  income  of  its  members. 


Construction  of  one  of  the  largest 
Jewish  religious  centers  in  the 
Southwest  is  under  way  at  Tulsa, 
Okla.  It  will  include  a  synagogue, 
school,  library  and  auditorium. 

In  one  day  recently  the  war  de- 
partment announced  contracts  for 
$53,000,000  for  the  purchase  of  1,- 
500,000  blankets  and  for  almost  20,- 
000,000  yards  of  cloth  to  be  con- 
verted into  army  clothing. 

Resumption  of  full   work  is  now 

possible  in  Ethiopia  for  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  North  America, 
according  to  a  recent  cablegram 
from  Dr.  R.  K.  Shields  in  the  Sudan. 

Work  camps  in  the  United  States 
had  twice  as  many  campers  this 
summer  as  last.  The  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  spon- 
sored 16,  the  International  Student 
Service  5,  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren 5. 

The   American  Bible   Society  has 

received  the  largest  order  in  its  his- 
tory for  foreign  language  Scriptures 
— 1,000,000  Portuguese  gospels, 
placed  by  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  in  London  for  its  work 
in  Brazil. 

Over  a  million  dollars  has  been 
raised  by  the  churches  of  various 
nations  for  missionary  work  which 
has  been  cut  off  from  the  home 
churches.  Of  this  amount,  $925,749 
has  been  raised  in  the  United 
States. 

"To  promote  through  world  con- 
tacts, research  and  the  printed  page, 
the  ideals  and  principles  of  Bap- 
tists, including  youth  groups,  in 
keeping  with  their  historic  dignity 
and  New  Testament  principles,"  the 
United  States  Baptist  Society  has 
been  formed.  This  is  a  national  or- 
ganization with  headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 


A  mass  migration  of  Mennonites 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Paraguay, 
South  America,  is  being  contem- 
plated by  church  leaders  of  that 
group. 

Since  the  German  occupation  of 
Paris,  the  congregation  of  the  once 
crowded  American  (Episcopal)  pro- 
cathedral  has  slumped  to  ten  mem- 
bers. 

There  are  778  church-related  col- 
leges in  the  United  States  of  which 
558  are  Protestant  and  220  Catholic. 
The  colleges  related  to  the  various 
Protestant  churches  are  412  four- 
year  and  146  two-year.  The  Cath- 
olic colleges  number  157  four-year 
and  63  two-year. 

The  Assembly  of  the  Swiss  Prot- 
estant Church  Federation  has  ad- 
dressed to  the  people  of  Switzerland 
an  urgent  appeal  to  "remain  firmly 
united  in  its  will  to  resist  both  mor- 
ally and  militarily  everything 
which  menaces  our  most  valued 
possessions,  especially  our  freedom 
of  faith,  thought  and  responsible 
speech." 

A  marriage  counseling  service  has 

been  started  in  Pittsburgh.  It  is 
sponsored  by  Judge  Lois  McBride 
and  organized  by  Mrs.  Klemer,  M. 
D.  A  rental  library  service  is  rapid- 
ly forming  and  the  service  is  now 
available  to  the  young  people  of  the 
Pittsburgh  area.  A  number  of  the 
ministers  of  the  city  are  assisting 
the  movement. 

The  medieval  monastery  of  Santa 
Maria  de  Ovils,  built  by  Cistercian 
monks  on  a  hill  80  miles  from  Ma- 
drid, Spain,  has  been  taken  apart 
stone  by  stone  and  brought  to 
America  where  it  will  be  rebuilt  ex- 
actly as  it  was  originally.  It  was 
discovered  in  1931  by  Arthur  Byne 
and  presented  to  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  by  William  Randolph 
Hearst. 


The  only  state  to  legalize  pub- 
lic school  religious  education  this 
year  was  Massachusetts,  bring- 
ing the  total  number  of  states  in 
which  such  education  is  permitted 
to  nine.  While  the  custom  of  pro- 
viding religious  instruction  for 
public  school  children  prevails  in 
over  40  states,  it  had  been  legal- 
ized in  only  eight  prior  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  legis- 
lature. Those  states  were:  Illi- 
nois, New  York,  Iowa,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Oregon,  South  Dakota 
and  West  Virginia.  The  six  states 
in  which  religious  education  bills 
failed  to  pass  were  California, 
New  Mexico,  Rhode  Island,  Okla- 
homa, Pennsylvania  and  Colo- 
rado. The  bill  passed  by  the 
Massachusetts  legislature  incor- 
porates the  principles  of  the  re- 
leased time  plan,  whereby  pupils 
will  be  permitted  to  take  time  off 
for  religious  instruction  at  the 
church  of  their  choice.  The  same 
plan  was  launched  in  New  York 
last  February.  In  the  six  states 
where  religious  education  laws 
failed  to  pass  the  legislatures, 
most  of  the  bills  died  in  commit- 
tee. 


Pastor  Martin  Niemoller  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Sachenhausen 
concentration  camp  to  a  place  of  de- 
tention in  Bavaria  "where  he  is 
much  better  off,"  according  to  a 
message  smuggled  past  the  German 
censor  recently. 

The    Lohengrin     wedding    march 

has  been  banned  by  recent  action  of 
Roman  Catholic  churches  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  by  reason  of  the  pagan 
point  of  view  in  the  composition.  It 
is  "woven  around  black  magic,  the 
threat  of  war,  a  bitter  domestic 
quarrel  and  the  complete  absence  of 
the  loyal  trust  without  which  Chris- 
tian marriage  cannot  exist." 
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The  Growth  of  an  Idea 

Ideas  come  in  a  flash,  evidently  as  the  result  of 
some  fortunate  conjunction  in  the  orbits  of  men- 
tal processes.  But  the  elaboration,  adequate  set- 
ting forth,  and  living  out  of  the  same  are  matters 
which  stretch  out  over  the  years  and  the  cen- 
turies. The  writer  was  impressed  with  something 
of  this  on  hearing  the  story  of  how  an  idea  that 
was  first  presented  as  a  student  sermon  became  a 
thesis,  then  a  Conference  sermon,  and  finally  a 
booklet  that  has  had  a  wide  and  useful  circulation. 

This  all  fits  in  with  what  we  once  read  about 
Daniel  Webster's  reply  to  Hayne.  This  reply  was 
made  without  great  immediate  preparation.  In- 
deed, it  had  the  freshness  and  verve  of  something 
delivered  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  Webster  is 
said  to  have  explained  afterward  that  he  had  nev- 
er experienced  greater  freedom  in  speaking,  that 
the  ripe  fruitage  of  years  of  thinking  seemed  to 
flood  through  his  mind,  and  that  he  was  able  to 
choose  at  will  what  seemed  most  useful  at  the 
moment. 

We  are  sure  that  many  preachers  and  teachers 
have  experienced  something  comparable.  There 
have  been  times  when  they  were  so  full  of  a  sub- 
ject and  had  such  freedom  of  delivery  that  the 
sermon  or  the  lesson  seemed  to  give  itself.  Much 
as  the  acorn  may  develop  into  the  mighty  oak,  so 
a  worthy  idea  tended  through  the  years  may  be- 
come a  helpful  lesson,  a  stirring  sermon,  a  great 
and  useful  book.  h.  a.  b. 

How  to  Make  the  World  Over 

All  social  units  are  made  of  people.  The  family 
is  the  first  and  most  important.  Then  come  vari- 
ous other  groupings  until  we  come  to  the  nations 
and  finally,  we  still  dare  to  hope,  to  some  kind  of 
federation  of  all  the  nations.  That  dream  of 
prophets  and  sages  lives  on,  the  multiplying  and 
intensifying  of  world"  wars  notwithstanding. 

The  place  to  put  the  pressure  on  is  in  the  hearts 


of  the  people.  The  hot  spot  is  right  there.  They 
are  full  of  wrong  notions,  not  to  speak  of  worse 
things.  They  will  have  to  be  made  over,  inside 
and  out,  especially  inside.  They  must  learn  to 
have  more  respect  for  each  other.  They  must  act 
more  like  brothers  and  this  they  are  not  going  to 
do  until  they  feel  more  like  brothers. 

In  short,  what  the  people  need  is  a  good  dose  of 
conversion,  real  Holy  Spirit  conversion.  That  will 
demand  repentance  from  sin,  including  selfishness, 
actual  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  a  hearty  ac- 
ceptance of  his  whole  scheme  of  living  together. 

What  a  joy  it  will  be  to  reconstruct  society  with 
a  good  stock  of  people  like  that  on  hand  for  all 
the  key  positions!  e.  f. 

Better  Let  God's  Business  Alone 

The  taking  over  of  the  management  of  other 
people's  business  while  neglecting  one's  own  is  a 
common  human  weakness.  The  consequences  of 
this  practice  are  disastrous,  sometimes  to  the  busi- 
ness taken  over,  always  to  the  business  neglected. 

How  much  more  so  when  the  "other  people"  is 
God,  when  the  business  taken  over  is  his  and  the 
business  neglected  is  yours  and  mine!  Suppose 
we  note  three  of  the  worst  cases. 

1.  The  times  and  the  seasons  are  not  for  us  to 
know— they  are  in  the  Father's  own  keeping.  The 
restoration  of  the  kingdom  to  Israel,  the  consum- 
mation of  the  kingdom,  the  coming  of  our  Lord, 
the  end  of  the  world,  the  dispensations  and  the 
ages — all  of  this  is  God's  business.  Our  sole  re- 
sponsibility in  connection  with  it  is  to  be  ready  to 
take  our  place  in  the  unfolding  of  his  plan. 

The  way  to  do  this  is  simple  and  well  known. 
We  are  to  be  faithful  witnesses  for  Jesus  Christ 
everywhere  in  the  world,  trying  to  persuade  the 
people  of  all  nations  to  take  him  as  Savior  and 
Lord  and  so  to  follow  him  in  all  things  in  all  re- 
lations of  life.  There  is  no  mystery  whatever 
about  this  assignment.    It  is  the  whole  business  of 
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the  church  and  to  divert  attention  from  it  to  God's 
business  is  to  hinder  both  personal  growth  and  the 
larger  progress  of  the  gospel.  Why  do  it,  then? 
Why  not  keep  busy  at  our  business? 

2.  Vengeance  is  mine;  I  will  repay,  saith  the 
Lord.  By  which  warning  Paul  urged  his  Roman 
readers  not  to  avenge  themselves  but  rather  to 
give  place  unto  the  wrath  of  God.  Yet  good  men 
have  too  often  been  unwilling  to  do  this.  As  all 
down  the  ages,  so  today,  they  think  God  is  indif- 
ferent or  too  slow.  They  cannot  trust  him  to 
maintain  the  moral  order  of  the  universe.  Like 
lawless  mobs  in  lesser  communities,  they  take  the 
execution  of  God's  law  into  their  own  hands. 

Constructive  efforts  toward  world  justice  and 
peace  are  involved  in  the  church  business  noted 
above,  but  not  the  discipline  of  nations  which  have 
run  amuck.  That  job  is  both  too  big  and  too  deli- 
cate for  human  resources.  It  should  be  left  in  the 
infinitely  more  competent  hands  of  the  God  of  na- 
tions. He  will  avenge  his  elect  who  cry  to  him 
day  and  night,  and  as  speedily  as  his  redemptive 
purpose  for  mankind  will  permit.  Our  business  is 
to  see  that  the  Son  of  man  finds  faith  on  the  earth, 
and  that  too  when  he  needs  it  most. 

3.  We  are  saved  by  grace,  through  faith,  not  of 
works,  lest  any  man  should  boast.  It  is  not  of 
ourselves;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  Yet  we  are  created 
unto  good  works  that  we  should  walk  in  them.  In- 
deed, the  faith  which  mediates  this  saving  grace 
must  be  no  sham,  not  dead.  It  must  be  alive  with 
deeds,  for  it  is  also  true  that  God  will  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  works;  to  them  that 
by  patience  in  well-doing  seek  for  glory  and  honor 
and  incorruption,  eternal  life:  but  wrath  and  in- 
dignation, tribulation  and  anguish  upon  every 
soul  of  man  that  worketh  evil. 

All  of  which  is  simple  enough,  easy  to  under- 
stand. Trouble  arises  only  when  we  try  to  do 
God's  bookkeeping  for  him,  posting  the  debits  and 
credits  ourselves.  We'd  better  let  him  manage 
that.  If  it's  too  much  work  for  Gabriel  and  Mich- 
ael and  their  usual  helpers,  there  are  plenty  of 
good  men  and  women  over  there  by  this  time  who 
will  be  only  too  glad  to  assist.  Our  part  is  to  trust 
and  obey.  That's  all,  but  that  we  must  do,  because 
there  is  no  other  way  to  be  happy  in  Jesus.  The 
accrediting  of  results  to  the  proper  columns  on  the 
heavenly  ledger  such  as  salvation,  reward,  im- 
puted righteousness — all  that  isn't  our  worry  at 
all.    Aren't  you  glad? 

$       %       %       ajc       $ 

Don't  you  think  that  from  now  on  we  ought  to 
attend  more  strictly  to  business,  our  business,  with 
a  little  more  confidence  that  God  is  fully  compe- 


tent to  manage  his  business?  Don't  you  think  we 
should  go  about  this  very  humbly,  very  gratefully 
and  very  earnestly?  e.  f. 

Life  on  a  Hill 

The  cities  of  the  ancient  world  were  situated  on 
hills  if  such  locations  were  at  all  possible.  This  is 
why  it  could  be  said:  "On  almost  every  hilltop  in 
Judea  there  was  a  city  or  a  village."  The  ruins  of 
destroyed  cities  were  favorite  sites  for  new  build- 
ings. The  reason  for  this  was  that  in  those  times 
even  a  slight  elevation  was  an  asset  for  defense, 
and  not  a  liability. 

It  is  interesting  to  remember  that  Jesus  grew 
up  in  a  village  situated  on  a  hillside.  From  Naz- 
areth one  could  watch  the  caravans  moving  south- 
ward to  Egypt  or  northward  to  Damascus.  From 
the  hill  northeast  of  Nazareth  one  has  a  fine  view 
of  the  upper  part  of  Galilee  from  Hermon  to  the 
north  and  east  to  the  sea  to  the  west  and  south. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  Great  Teacher  to 
illustrate  the  life  his  followers  should  lead  he 
thought  of  the  city  which  is  set  on  a  hill.  Wheth- 
er a  ruin  or  in  full  glory,  it  is  a  sight  which  all  can 
see.  Said  Jesus:  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. 
A  city  that  is  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid." 

Thus  there  is  a  sense  in  which  every  Christian 
lives  upon  a  hill.  Even  if  his  physical  home  is  in 
a  city  of  the  plains,  the  true  Christian  dwells  as 
one  apart  on  a  moral  eminence.  To  protect  such 
living  from  contamination  Paul  urges  the  Corin- 
thians to  keep  no  company  with  believers  falling 
below  certain  standards  of  conduct  (1  Cor.  5:9- 
13). 

Life  on  a  hill  brings  its  own  unique  problems. 
Though  Paul  advocates  keeping  no  company  with 
so-called  believers  who  fail  conspicuously,  yet  he 
does  realize  it  is  quite  impossible  to  withdraw 
from  a  world  environment  that  is  evil,  "for  then 
must  ye  needs  go  out  of  the  world."  And  the  su- 
preme need  is  not  withdrawal  to  some  safe  spot, 
but  a  moral  light  that  will  condemn  that  which 
comes  of  darkness. 

"I  pray  not  that  thou  shouldest  take  them  out 
of  the  world,"  petitioned  Jesus,  "but  that  thou 
shouldest  keep  them  from  the  evil.  ...  As  thou 
hast  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  have  I  sent 
them  into  the  world."  In  his  practical  way  James 
encourages  visiting  the  widows  and  the  father- 
less; but  he  adds  that  one  should  "keep  himself 
unspotted  from  the  world." 

In  a  world  such  as  ours  will  probably  always  be 
the  true  Christian  must  continue  to  live  on  a  hill. 
May  his  light  burn  brightly,  and  with  a  loveliness 
that  will  direct  others  to  a  better  way.      h.  a.  b. 
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Rural  Church  Erosion 

BY  X.   L.   COPPOCK 

Much,  but  not  too  much,  is  being  said  in  recent 
years  about  soil  erosion.  We  Must  Save  the  Soil, 
by  Wilbur  H.  Stevenson,  in  the  Gospel  Messenger 
of  July  5,  is  a  timely  article.  Anything  that  has  to 
do  with  the  welfare  of  the  present  and  future  gen- 
erations, either  materially  or  spiritually,  is  in 
place  in  a  religious  magazine.  I  am  aware  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  danger  of  placing  the  material 
first  when  it  should  be  secondary;  nevertheless 
Jesus  said,  "The  Father  knoweth  that  we  have 
need  of  these  things  before  we  ask  him."  Looking 
at  the  rural  situation  as  it  is,  rather  than  as  it 
should  be,  and  in  relation  to  the  growth  or  decline 
of  the  rural  church,  we  note  that  the  material 
does  make  a  difference. 

Not  much  has  been  said  about  human  erosion. 
Nearly  half  of  the  United  States  farmers  are  on 
the  low  income  list  and  migrate  faster  than  the 
soil  and  at  a  tremendous  cost.  Approximately  one 
million  families,  or  five  million  souls,  move  every 
year.  The  estimated  cost  is  fifty  dollars  per  fam- 
ily, or  fifty  million  dollars.  This  comes  from  those 
who  can  least  afford  it,  or  from  those  who  are 
sorely  in  need  of  that  which  such  a  great  sum 
would  purchase.  This  unstable  system  of  tenure 
is  one  of  the  chief  reasons  why  three  billion  tons 
of  America's  best  soil  is  washed  away  every  year;- 
but  this  is  not  as  serious  as  the  results  of  human 
erosion  upon  the  education  and  religious  training 
of  this  and  future  generations  under  our  present 
hazardous  rural  system. 

Now,  what  about  the  church?  Miss  Helen  White 
of  the  National  Council  of  Home  Missions  recent- 
ly interviewed  three  hundred  and  eleven  extreme- 
ly poor  farm  families  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Iowa  and  Missouri.  One  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  or  more  than  half  of  these  families,  stated 
that  they  had  no  faith  or  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  church  in  their  communities.  Notice,  this  sur- 
vey was  made  in  the  heart  of  our  best  farming 
section. 

Rural  Trends  in  Depression  by  Brunner  and 
Lorge  gives  us  significant  facts  concerning  human 
erosion  and  the  church.  During  the  years  1930  to 
1936  the  attendance  in  rural  churches  declined 
twenty  per  cent  in  the  United  States;  but  thirty 
per  cent  in  the  Middle  West.  The  most  serious 
part  of  this  is  the  fact  that  this  decline  was  three 
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times  more  rapid  than  the  decline  of  the  preced- 
ing six  years.  When  the  tenancy  level  exceeds 
one  fifth  (not  a  high  per  cent)  the  churches  begin 
to  decline.  In  areas  where  tenants  occupy  more 
than  half  of  the  land  the  churches  enroll  two  to 
four  times  as  many  landowners  as  tenants.  One 
third  as  many  low  income  farmers  are  listed  as 
active  church  workers  as  there  are  landowners 
listed.  In  other  words,  the  higher  the  rate  of  ten- 
ants and  farm  laborers  in  the  community,  the  low- 
er the  church  attendance  and  the  higher  the  pro- 
portion of  declining  and  closed  churches.  This,  in 
brief,  is  the  result  of  human  erosion  upon  the 
rural  church. 

Why  don't  these  families  attend  church  better? 
They  could,  that  is  true.  But  dealing  with  the 
problem  as  it  is,  they  do  not.  Some  do,  of  course; 
but  many  do  not.  They  do  not  have  cars,  or  if 
they  do  they  are  not  of  the  best;  money  for  opera- 
tion is  none  too  plentiful;  the  kind  of  clothing  they 
would  desire  is  wanting;  sometimes  there  isn't 
time  even  on  Sunday.  More  than  this,  all  this 
creates  an  inferiority  complex  on  the  part  of  some, 
which  is  worst  of  all. 

What  are  we  going  to  do  about  the  erosion  of 
the  rural  church?    This  is  the  problem.    Here  is 
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what  one  landowner  did.  He  sold  a  farm  at  a 
reduced  price  to  a  worthy  newly  married  couple 
who  were  members  of  the  church.  This  country 
home  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  church  and  adds 
to  its  membership  another  fine  young  couple.  I 
heard  another  landowner  say  recently,  "I  will  put 
in  an  extra  gallon  of  gas  Saturday  night  to  be 
used  for  going  to  church  on  Sunday."  Still  an- 
other said,  "Six  days  per  week  is  enough  for  my 
men  to  work;  a  few  chores  on  Sunday  about  the 
barn  is  all  I  ask."  There  are  more  landowners 
like  this  than  I  know,  I  am  sure;  but  I  fear  there 
are  not  enough.  I  know  some  who  are  very  much 
concerned  about  the  above  situation  and  others 
to  whom  it  is  of  little  concern. 

Then,  too,  we  need  to  understand  one  another's 
problems  better.  The  farm  laborer  is  not  the  only 
one  with  problems.  Our  problems  are  mutual  and 
need  a  mutual  understanding  that  will  tend  to- 
ward more  stability.  A  family  told  me  recently 
that  they  had  worked  for  another  family  thirteen 
years.    This  spoke  well  for  both  parties. 

What  we  need  to  do  most  of  all  is  to  assist  in 
every  way  we  can  in  encouraging  our  young  peo- 
ple to  own  and  maintain  their  own  homes.  The 
government  offers  assistance  that  will  enable  al- 
most any  young  industrious  and  economical  couple 
to  own  a  home.  I  am  not  forgetful  of  the  dangers 
of  debts.  Go  slow,  but  let  us  go  somewhere  with 
this  rural  church  erosion  problem. 

Plattsburg,  Mo. 


Guidance  for  Youth 

BY  H.  A.  HUMPHREYS 

"Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go:  and 
when  he  is  old,  he  will  not  depart  from  it"  (Prov.  22: 
6). 

I.  The  Nature  of  Guidance 

Get   wisdom,    get   understanding:    forget    it   not"    (Prov.    4:  5). 

Much  has  been  said  recently  about  guidance 
and  a  number  of  forward  steps  have  been  made, 
but  it  is  as  difficult  to  trace  the  beginnings  of 
guidance  as  to  trace  the  discovery  of  the  use  of 
steam.  Who  did  the  most  good — the  man  who 
saw  the  need,  the  one  who  told  the  world  about  it, 
or  the  one  who  took  the  first  step  toward  the  so- 
lution of  the  problem? 

Whenever  and  wherever  the  following  three 
conditions  were  present  there  was  guidance:  (1) 
the  need  for  choosing  between  courses  of  action; 
(2)  the  inability  of  the  individual  to  choose  wisely 
without  help,  and  (3)  the  possibility  of  help  being 
given.  Guidance  has  always  been  given  but  the 
recognition  of  its  fundamental  importance  in  the 


teaching  process  and  in  the  learning  process  is 
comparatively  recent. 

The  organized  guidance  movement  began  in  this 
country  with  an  attempt  to  give  assistance  in  se- 
lecting a  vocation  and  in  securing  a  job.  This  was, 
at  that  time,  the  greatest  apparent  need.  It  is 
generally  recognized  that  the  first  step  in  this  de- 
velopment was  organized  on  plans  developed  by 
Frank  Parsons,  who,  with  Meyer  Bloomfield,  is 
recognized  as  the  founder  of  the  organized  guid- 
ance movement  in  1908. 

Guidance  has  progressed  far  beyond  the  point 
of  placement.  The  very  attempt  to  help  young 
people  in  vocational  choices  inevitably  revealed 
other  needs  that  in  many  cases  transcended  in  im- 
portance the  vocational  need.  Many  times  the  boy 
was  not  ready  to  take  a  position;  he  needed  fur- 
ther training.  Often,  the  need  was  a  health  one,  a 
moral  need,  or  a  recreational  need.  Gradually, 
but  surely,  we  have  come  to  realize  that  guidance 
is  not  something  that  concerns  only  a  part  of  the 
individual;  nor  does  it  deal  merely  with  a  part  of 
his  life.  Guidance  is  not  making  the  choice  for 
the  individual;  it  is  not  telling  him  what  to  do;  it 
is  not  assigning  or  pigeonholing  him — and  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  compulsory.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of 
guidance  to  choose  for  a  person  what  he  shall  do, 
to  prepare  him  for  it,  and  to  make  him  do  it.  This 
is  never  desirable  nor  permissible  as  an  educa- 
tional process.  We  may  give  him  the  facts  and  ex- 
periences that  should  enable  him  to  choose  intel- 
ligently, but  in  the  last  analysis  he  must  make  his 
own  choice.  The  purpose  of  guidance  is  intel- 
ligent self-guidance.  This  only  is  democratic;  this 
only  is  educative.  This  is  the  point  at  which  so 
many  people  fail.  They  are  so  afraid  that  the  boy 
will  make  an  unwise  choice  that  they  cannot  leave 
him  alone.  They  fail  to  realize  that  efficiency  is 
not  the  chief  purpose  of  democracy;  it  is  the  de- 
velopment of  character.  Character  cannot  be  de- 
veloped except  by  responsibility,  and  responsi- 
bility is  dependent  upon  choice.  When  there  is 
any  real  choice  between  lower  and  higher  courses 
of  action,  there  is  always  the  possibility  of  choos- 
ing the  lower.  But  it  is  only  thus  that  we  can  ac- 
complish the  purpose  of  education  in  a  democracy. 

Guidance  is  concerned  with  crises,  with  times 
of  choice,  with  times  when  the  ways  diverge,  with 
times  of  needed  adjustment.  It  consists  in  assist- 
ing the  individual  in  the  gradual  accumulation  of 
facts  and  experiences  that  will,  when  the  time 
comes,  enable  him  to  decide  wisely.  Guidance  is 
thus  seen  to  be  an  essential  and  a  fundamental 
aspect  of  education.  It  is  inherent  in  all  educa- 
tion. 

Programs  in  guidance  endeavor  to  strengthen 
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the  individual  most  at  the  points  where  he  is  al- 
ready strongest  and  to  aid  him  in  terms  of  his 
demonstrated  ability,  interests,  aptitudes  and  in- 
dustry; to  choose  the  advanced  work  or  vocation 
that  gives  promise  of  the  most  success  and  happi- 
ness' for  him.  The  individual  makes  the  choice, 
but  the  schools  endeavor  so  to  teach  and  so  to 
counsel  him  that  he  may  make  an  intelligent 
choice. 

It  follows  that  guidance  is  a  means  of  conserv- 
ing human  values.  It  attempts  to  adjust  the  indi- 
vidual to  the  complex  environment  in  which  he 
lives  and  to  provide  an  educational  service  that 
will  give  him  such  a  knowledge  of  the  world  and 
such  information  about  himself,  his  ambitions, 
abilities  and  interests,  that  he  may  choose  that 
type  of  work  in  which  he  believes  he  will  find 
both  happiness  and  success. 

When  we  speak  of  guidance,  therefore,  we  are 
speaking  of  an  integral  part  of  education,  one  of 
the  most  important  parts  of  it.  And  we  must  con- 
clude that  the  nature  of  guidance  is  an  educa- 
tional service  to  prepare  the  individual  to  make 
intelligent  choices  before  he  needs  to  make  them. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


The  Forgotten  "R"  in  Education 

BY  HILDA  GIBBEL 

An   Elizabethtown   Commencement   Oration 

The  public  schools  of  America  have  the  dimen- 
sions of  life  itself.  They  provide  for  the  educa- 
tion of  children  in  practically  every  human  inter- 
est; they  develop  healthy  minds  and  bodies,  they 
train  for  co-operation,  they  lead  students  into  all 
kinds  of  vocations  and  occupations,  but  they  do 
not  lead  them  into  the  fullest  religious  life.  Amer- 
ica seems  to  forget  that  until  a  century  ago  re- 
ligious instruction  everywhere  dominated  educa- 
tion: religion  guided  education,  shaped  educa- 
tion, and  selected  the  material  for  education.  Dur- 
ing the  entire  colonial  period  the  Bible  had  a  rec- 
ognized place  in  the  schools.  The  New  England 
Primer,  first  published  in  1690,  combined  lessons 
in  catechism  and  spelling  with  versified  injunc- 
tions to  piety  and  faith.  For  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  it  held  a  central  place  as  an  elementary 
textbook,  and  was  one  of  the  most  important 
colonial-American  cultural  influences.  We  as  a 
people  once  believed  that  religion  lay  at  the  heart 
of  our  government  as  well  as  of  our  individual 
lives.  Why,  then,  should  religion  not  have  a 
place  in  the  public  schools  that  is  in  keeping  with 
its  accepted  importance  in  our  history  and  our 
thought? 

The  children  of  a  former  generation  could  the 


more  easily  be  Christian  because  they  grew  up  in 
homes,  schools,  and  communities  which  were 
dominated  more  than  today  by  Christian  ideals. 
With  the  shift  of  church  and  religion  from  the 
center  of  community  life,  with  the  decrease  of  re- 
ligion in  the  home,  and  with  the  increasing  secu- 
larization of  our  schools  and  our  culture,  these 
Christian  influences  are  not  predominating  as  they 
once  were.  Since  school  has  become  a  major  as- 
pect of  the  experience  of  children,  Protestants 
have  begun  to  think  seriously  as  to  how  religion 
may  be  incorporated  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. Indeed,  education  as  a  whole  cannot  be  dis- 
sociated from  religion,  because  education  deals 
with  the  entire  personality  and  the  personality 
cannot  be  properly  integrated  with  other  person- 
alities or  with  the  world  at  large  without  religion. 
It  is  to  meet  this  problem  that  weekday  religious 
education  is  being  advocated. 

Weekday  religious  education  is  a  comparatively 
new  undertaking.  The  first  weekday  church 
schools  to  be  conducted  on  a  community-wide  plan 
were  organized  in  Gary,  Ind.,  in  1914.  Here  the 
school  schedule  was  so  arranged  that  all  pupils 
whose  parents  requested  the  privilege  might  at- 
tend schools  conducted  by  the  churches  and  the 
synagogues  in  the  city.  What  is  taught  in  these 
church  schools  is  not  the  concern  of  the  public 
school.  Attendance  at  the  church  school  is  not 
compulsory,  but  is  a  matter  entirely  between  the 
church  school  and  the  home.  The  school  merely 
co-operates  to  the  extent  of  providing  an  oppor- 
tunity for  those  who  desire  it,  assigning  the  re- 
sponsibility for  such  training  entirely  to  the  par- 
ents. 

New  York  City  is  prepared  to  initiate  a  pro- 
gram of  religious  instruction  as  soon  as  religious 
organizations  have  their  programs  adjusted  to  in- 
clude it.  This  plan  differs  slightly  from  the  Gary 
plan  in  that  attendance  at  the  religious  center  is 
to  be  recorded  and  filed  weekly  with  the  principal 
of  the  school  where  the  child  attends.  Here,  too, 
the  children  will  receive  their  religious  instruc- 
tion at  the  request  of  parents,  the  school  having 
no  responsibility  so  far  as  the  actual  teaching  is 
concerned.  These  plans  deal  only  with  elementary 
schools. 

Another  plan  which  has  been  in  operation  since 
1939  is  the  Pittsburgh  plan.  In  this  plan  high 
school  students  are  to  be  granted  two  of  their  re- 
quired credits  for  spending  three  hours  a  week  at 
their  churches.  Of  these  three  hours  one  is  to  be 
given  to  attendance  at  a  worship  service,  a  second 
to  attendance  at  Sunday  school,  and  the  third  in 
a  discussion  group.  To  receive  credit  the  pupil 
must  register  and  must  attend  at  least  75  °/o  of  the 
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time.  Chicago  has  a  plan  identical  with  Pitts- 
burgh's, to  be  put  into  operation  as  soon  as  the 
church  groups  are  ready  to  act.  Similar  plans 
exist  in  Kansas  City,  Dayton,  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis, 
Portland  and  in  many  other  progressive  cities 
where  educators  have  felt  the  deep  need  for  culti- 
vating morals  and  a  sense  of  social  responsibility. 

The  most  effective  plan  for  religious  instruction 
in  rural  schools  was  inaugurated  in  Virginia,- un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Virginia  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education.  Some  classes  are  held  in 
churches  adjacent  to  the  schools;  where  there  are 
no  churches  convenient,  classes  are  held  in  the 
schools.  Work  is  offered  in  two  grades — the  fifth 
and  sixth.  One  teacher  is  employed  in  each  coun- 
ty. These  church  school  teachers  go  to  two  coun- 
try schools  each  weekday.  These  instructors  are 
thoroughly  trained  and  are  as  well  qualified  as 
the  public  school  teachers  in  the  state.  The  plan 
is  financed  by  offerings  from  churches  and  indi- 
viduals. 

The  Virginia  plan  is  popular  with  ministers, 
school  officials,  parents  and  children.  In  each 
county  the  school  superintendent  has  given  hearty 
endorsement  to  the  work,  and  principals  and 
teachers  have  co-operated  heartily.  Children  are 
enrolled  in  these  religious  classes  only  upon  re- 
quest of  their  parents. 

In  all  these  ways  the  weekday  church  school 
movement  is  making  its  impact  on  America.  We 
need  to  give  the  movement  hearty  support,  be- 
cause in  this  way  the  Bible  and  the  great  religious 
principles  which  have  made  America  great  are 
taught  to  children.  Without  these  principles  our 
attainments  in  civilization  and  culture  will  fall  in- 
to speedy  decay. 

Through  such  a  program  it  is  hoped  that  chil- 
dren will  become  aware  of  God  in  new  and  chal- 
lenging ways.  They  will  make  new  discoveries 
concerning  a  way  of  life  that  is  good  but  not  al- 
ways easy.  They  will  make  new  discoveries  con- 
cerning Jesus  and  face  the  experiences  of  their 
everyday  lives  at  home,  in  the  community  and  in 
the  whole  world  in  the  light  of  his  teachings  and 
life.  They  will  be  better  equipped  to  meet  prob- 
lems on  the  basis  of  love.  They  will  develop  a 
new  appreciation  of  people  of  other  races  and 
faiths.  They  will  come  to  know  the  great  souls  of 
all  time  who  have  loved  and  served  God.  They 
will  look  up  at  the  sky  and  see  not  only  an  orderly 
sequence  of  planets  and  stars,  but  a  universe  with 
God  active  in  it. 

Is  this  too  idealistic?  Maybe  so.  There  are  pos- 
sibilities for  harm  as  well  as  for  good  in  the  week- 
day church  school  program.  The  most  outstand- 
ing of  these  possibilities  is  the  danger  of  jeopard- 


izing the  fundamental  principle  of  our  govern- 
ment providing  for  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.  Other  disadvantages  are  the  emphasis  on 
sectarianism  and  the  possibility  of  incompetent 
teachers  to  carry  on  the  work.  But  such  risks 
must  be  taken  in  any  venture,  even  in  an  educa- 
tional enterprise,  and  even  more  so  in  a  religious 
one.  At  its  best  the  weekday  church  school  offers 
a  way  for  religion  to  become  operative  in  the  lives 
of  children  and  the  best  is  not  unattainable. 

But  before  any  program  of  religious  education 
can  be  launched,  teachers  and  educators  must 
have  sound  religious  principles  which  they  will 
support  in  all  circumstances.  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege has  trained  us  not  only  in  head,  but  also  in 
heart.  It  has  given  us  Christian  ideals  which 
make  us  worthy  of  being  leaders.  As  we  go  out 
from  this  college  we  must  remember  that  "the 
need  of  the  hour  is  not  more  factories,  railroads, 
steamships,  armies  and  navies,  but  more  religious 
education."  We  must  keep  before  us  the  never 
dying  words  of  Daniel  Webster,  "If  we  work  upon 
marble  it  will  perish.  If  we  work  upon  brass, 
time  will  efface  it.  If  we  rear  temples  they  will 
crumble  into  dust,  but  if  we  work  upon  immortal 
minds,  if  we  imbue  them  with  the  just  fear  of  God 
and  love  of  our  fellow  men,  we  engrave  on  those 
tablets  something  which  will  brighten  to  all  eter- 
nity." 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 


The  Ashram 

BY  D.  W.  KURTZ 

For  many  years  I  heard  of  E.  Stanley  Jones'  ashram 
in  India.  This  year  he  is  holding  three  ashrams  in  the 
United  States.  I  was  invited  to  be  a  leader  in  the  Ash- 
ram of  the  Pacific  which  was  held  in  Occidental  Col- 
lege, July  18-30.  On  account  of  previous  engagements 
I  could  enjoy  this  fellowship  only  the  first  half  of  this 
period. 

The  word  ashram,  says  Dr.  Jones,  may  mean  "no 
work,"  which  would  imply  a  cessation  of  physical  labor 
for  a  retreat  for  spiritual  growth.  Or  the  word  may 
mean  "intensive  work,"  and  so  Dr.  Jones  interprets  it 
as  a  period  of  very  intensive  spiritual  discipline. 

About  150  persons  met  in  our  Pacific  Ashram  for  the 
twelve  days.  These  were  young  and  old,  male  and 
female,  white  and  colored,  rich  and  poor.  There  was 
no  barrier  to  anyone;  whoever  registered  ahead  of  time, 
desiring  to  spend  the  entire  period,  was  welcome.  The 
purpose  is  to  bring  together  people  of  all  varieties  to 
live  together  and  demonstrate  on  earth  the  kingdom  of 
God.  The  ashram  is  not  like  a  conference,  or  conven- 
tion where  people  merely  "talk  about  the  kingdom";  it 
is  itself  the  life  of  the  kingdom.  Men  and  women  of 
different  backgrounds  of  training  and  experience  under 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  live  like  sons  of  God,  and  reveal 
the  true  nature  of  his  kingdom  on  earth. 

The  daily  program  was  as  follows: 
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6:00  A.  M—  Rising  bell. 

6:40-  7:20 — Morning  prayers. 

7:30— Breakfast. 

8:30-  9:30 — Work  period;  each  person  working  with  his 

hands. 
10:00— Chapel. 

10:30-12:00 — Lecture  and  forum  in  charge  of  Dr.  Jones. 
12:1,5 — Lunch. 
1:30-  3:30 — Recreation. 
3:45-  5:15 — Seminars — four    seminars    under    different 

leaders. 
5:30— Dinner. 

7:00-  8:00 — Vespers  in  charge  of  Dr.  Jones. 
8:00-  9:00 — No  set  program — general  fellowship. 
9:30  P.  M.-  7:20  A.  M. — Silence — no  talking  at  all  ex- 
cept under  absolute  necessity,  then  only  in 
a  whisper. 

I  have  already  indicated  that  one  of  the  chief  pur- 
poses of  the  ashram  is  "spiritual  discipline."  Think  of 
two  women  who  had  not  seen  each  other  for  twenty 
years  coming  together  at  8:00  P.  M.  and  then  having  to 
remain  absolutely  silent  from  9:30  P.  M.  until  7:20  in  the 
morning.  But  they  did  it,  and  found  that  the  discipline 
was  most  profitable  to  themselves  as  well  as  to  others. 

The  physical  labor  is  good  discipline.  In  an  ashram 
last  year  a  high-toned  minister  said:  "I  came  here  for 
spiritual  food  and  not  physical  exercise."  But  they 
gave  him  a  broom  and  asked  him  to  sweep  the  chapel. 
He  confessed  later  that  the  experience  was  one  of  the 
richest  of  his  life;  he  learned  how  to  sympathize  with 
his  janitor.  A  rich  business  man,  the  head  of  a  fac- 
tory, who  had  thousands  of  men  working  for  him,  was 
asked  to  sweep  the  sidewalks,  and  at  times  to  use  a 
shovel  and  hoe.  He  too  confessed  that  the  discipline 
of  this  experience  gave  him  for  the  first  time  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  position  of  the  laboring  man.  Dr. 
Jones  went  about  with  a  stick  with  a  sharp  nail  in  the 
end,  picking  up  wastepaper  and  putting  it  in  a  bag, 
thus  cleaning  up  the  campus.  All  was  done  in  the 
spirit  of  good  sportsmanship;  but  it  went  deeper;  im- 
plicit in  the  ashram  is  the  idea  that  all  necessary  work 
is  a  part  of  religion.  Before  we  started  to  our  daily 
work  we  sang: 

O  thou  who  long  didst  labor, 
With  hammer,  saw,  and  plane; 
Help  us  this  day  to  serve  thee 
With  hand  and  heart  and  brain. 
In   toil  we  fain  would   find  thee, 
O  Workman,  strong  and  fair, 
And   thus   become   the   comrade 
Of  workers  everywhere. 

Before  each  meal  we  sang  the  ashram  grace — Tune, 
Maryland,  My  Maryland — 

We  thank  Thee,  Lord,  for  daily  bread, 
And  all  the  blessings  round  us  spread; 
For  ashram  comrades,  eager,  true, 
For  love's  unfinished  work  to  do. 
In  all  we  think,  and  do,  and  say 
Thy  kingdom  come  in  us  today. 

As  we  went  to  dinner  we  received  a  number  which 
referred  to  the  number  of  the  table.  This  way  we 
were  mixed  up  completely  and  thus  no  cliques  could 
develop.  We  were  a  family,  a  brotherhood,  and  no 
barriers   could   exist   between   anyone. 

One  of  the  laws  of  the  ashram  is  that  if  anyone 
harbors  any  criticism  toward  another,  he  must  go  at 
once  to  that  person,  and  confess  his  fault,  and  make  it 
right.      There   can   be   no   spiritual   growth,  where   re- 


sentments or  criticisms  create  barriers.     There  must  be 
perfect  freedom  of  fellowship  with  God  and  persons. 

During  the  morning  prayers,  we  all  sat  in  silence, 
each  reading  his  Bible  for  thirty  minutes.  The  last 
ten  minutes  were  open  to  anyone  who  cared  to  share 
with  the  group  a  thought  of  great  value  that  came  to 
his  mind  during  the  thirty  minutes.  I  never  experi- 
enced in  all  my  life  such  a  rich  experience  as  this. 
Each  morning  I  read  several  of  the  smaller  books  of 
the  Bible,  and  in  that  stillness,  and  that  environment, 
it  seemed  that  new  riches  came  out  of  this  reading. 
Then  when  people  shared  their  riches  for  the  last  ten 
minutes,  it  seemed  as  though  each  one  had  struck  a 
mine  of  pure  gold,  and  he  could  hardly  wait  until  he 
could  share  its  wealth  with  others.  When  people 
really  are  of  one  mind,  and  one  spirit,  all  hungering 
to  know  and  to  do  the  will  of  God,  it  is  an  experience 
that  is  real,  and  can  never  be  forgotten.  The  world 
is  so  much  with  us,  and  we  are  so  in  a  hurry,  that  most 
of  us  do  not  know  until  we  get  into  an  ashram  what 
are  the  possibilities  for  fellowship  with  our  Lord. 

The  forum  from  10:30  to  12:00  each  forenoon,  led 
by  E.  Stanley  Jones,  was  naturally  one  of  the  rich  ex- 
periences. He  discussed  the  nature  of  the  kingdom. 
Much  of  what  he  said  is  found  in  his  latest  book,  Is  the 
Kingdom  of  God  Realism?  I  wish  every  Christian  could 
read  that  book.  But  he  finds  it  is  not  all  in  that  book; 
he  is  getting  ready  to  write  another.  The  riches  of  the 
"life  that  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God"  cannot  be  ade- 
quately expressed  in  one  book,  or  many  books;  only 
in  personality  can  they  be  revealed. 

I  have  been  speaking  of  "Doctor  Jones,"  but  in  the 
ashram  all  references  to  titles  such  as  "Reverend," 
"Doctor"  or  "Bishop"  were  taboo.  Each  person  is  called 
by  his  first  name,  and  if  that  seems  too  blunt,  we  say 
"Brother  Stanley"  or  "Sister  Mary,"  etc.  The  family 
spirit  cannot  be  created  or  maintained  if  titles  of  super- 
iority are  used.  Let  us  forget  them,  and  call  each 
other  brother  and  sister,  and  thereby  build  up  the 
kingdom  of  brotherhood  on  earth. 

On  Wednesday  evening  (July  30)  the  young  people 
escorted  E.  Stanley  Jones  to  Glendale  to  get  his  air- 
plane to  go  to  the  next  ashram.  All  at  once  he  seemed 
to  look  intently  at  someone  at  a  distance  and  said, 
"Kagawa."  Yes,  there  was  Kagawa,  getting  his  plane, 
to  return  to  Japan,  driven  from  this  country  because 
of  the  strained  relations  between  these  two  nations.  But 
for  a  half  hour  these  two  prophets  of  God  conversed 
about  the  present  needs  of  the  world,  and  the  only 
answer,  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  revealed  by  the  holy 
love  of  Christ.  Stanley  Jones  of  America,  and  Kagawa 
of  Japan,  bound  together  as  brothers  by  a  common 
loyalty  to  Christ,  thus  in  a  moment  incarnated  for 
those  who  were  there  the  power  of  Christ  to  lift  men 
above  race  and  nationality  and  to  make  brothers  of 
all  men.  But  the  nations,  not  under  this  spirit,  decid- 
ed that  they  must  separate.  Their  bodies  are  far  apart, 
but  their  spirits  are  one  in  Christ. 

The  ashram  is  the  effort  to  demonstrate  on  earth 
that  Christ  can  and  does  make  people  of  great  varieties 
to  live  together  as  children  of  God,  and  to  respond  to 
God  so  completely,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  revealed 
on  earth.  The  ashram  is  not  only  to  talk  about  the 
kingdom;  it  is  the  kingdom,  the  will  of  God  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  who  live  in  fellowship,  at  work  and 
play,  in  study  and  at  meals,  in  all  the  normal  relations 
of  men,  to  think  and  to  act  as  Jesus  would  approve. 


:: 
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My  ambition  is  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
should  more  and  more  become  an  ashram  which  shows 
all  men  the  real  nature  of  God's  kingdom  on  earth. 

La  Verne.  Calif. 


Alter  Ten  Years 

In  Three  Parts— Part  Two 

At  the  seminary  we  were  also  instructed  in  the  art 
of  pastoral  calling  and  personal  counseling.  We  were 
told  on  what  occasions  to  make  special  calls  into  the 
homes  of  the  membership.  We  were  taught  how  to 
minister  in  the  presence  of  various  type  of  problems 
and  difficulties.  They  told  us  that  it  was  very  impor- 
tant to  keep  office  hours  and  at  least  one  evening  of 
the  week  open  so  that  people  could  come  and  bring 
their  more  serious  troubles  and  difficulties.  And 
so  as  I  stood  in  that  pulpit  ten  years  ago,  and 
as  I  have  done  on  two  occasions  since,  I  looked  out 
upon  the  congregation,  not  knowing  any  of  them,  won- 
dering what  problems  they  had  and  what  I  might  be 
able  to  do  to  help  them.  I  prayed  then,  as  I  have  very 
many  times  since,  for  wisdom  and  guidance  that  I 
might  be  able  to  help  those  who  might  come  to  me 
for  help. 

But  early  in  my  ministry  I  learned  some  things, 
things  that  were  not  printed  in  the  books  I  had  read 
in  school.  I  learned  that  it  is  very  rarely  that  a  min- 
ister can  really  help  people  until  they  want  to  be 
helped.  I  discovered  that  if  a  minister  goes  to  a 
person  with  counsel  and  advice  before  he  is  asked  he 
is  likely  to  invite  more  trouble  than  his  help  will  mean 
to  the  person  he  is  advising.  Many  times  a  minister 
can  do  very  little  except  pray  and  hope  and  wait.  I 
learned  also  that  when  people  do  come  with  questions 
or  problems  it  is  many  times  not  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  help,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  minis- 
ter's support  for  what  they  have  decided  is  right  or 
what  they  have  decided  to  do.  To  agree  is  dangerous. 
To  disagree  is  also  dangerous. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  been  those  who  have 
come  for  help,  and  it  has  been  my  experience  that 
those  who  really  want  help  will  come  to  the  minister, 
or  will  call  him  to  come  and  see  them.  And  that  is  as 
it  should  be.  It  saves  time  both  for  the  minister  and 
for  the  members  of  the  congregation.  I  know  of  no 
real  minister  who  does  not  rate  as  one  of  the  most 
important  tasks,  if  not  the  most  important  task  of 
the  minister,  this  matter  of  counseling.  I  am  willing 
to  go  anywhere,  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night,  regard- 
less of  what  the  need  might  be,  if  I  can  be  of  help  or 
if  someone  thinks  I  might  be  of  help.  I  remember  one 
time  an  elderly  lady  called  me  into  her  home  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  several  scriptures  to  her.  That  may 
seem  unimportant  to  some.  But  it  was  not  to  me  or  to 
the  lady.  It  brought  comfort  and  faith  and  cheer  to 
that  lady  and  that  is  an  important  spiritual  ministry. 

Those  who  have  come  have  brought  every  con- 
ceivable type  of  problem — religious,  domestic,  marital, 
parental,  filial,  romantic,  educational,  business,  and 
even  political.  Out  of  those  who  have  come,  it  has 
been  heartening  to  know  that  some  have  been  guided 
in  the  way  of  the  Lord  and  have  walked  therein,  that 
some  have  found  a  bit  of  light  for  the  darkness  that 
threatened  their  lives.  There  is  no  more  exacting  task 
of  the  minister  than  that  of  giving  counsel  and  none 


Mountain  Peaks 

BY  LUCINDA  ZOOK 

God's  mountains  are  they  all! 
Towering  in  glory  and  splendor. 
Who  gazes  on  them  sees  beauty 
Grander  than  man  can  render. 

How  silently  they  stand! 

Yet  by  their  silence  they  are  seen. 

To  live  in  such  environment 

Means  thoughts  both  pure  and  clean. 

God's  mountains  are  they-all, 
And  oh!    What  peace  they  give! 
Come  steal  away  from  a  world  of  care 
And  here  in  God's  mountains  live. 

Curryville,  Pa. 


that  so  drives  him  to  his  knees  and  keeps  him  so  con- 
scious of  his  task  as  a  minister. 

I  never  will  forget  the  morning  the  telephone  rang,, 
and  when  I  answered  it  I  recognized  the  voice  of  a 
man  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  church — a  man 
I  shall  never  fully  understand,  and  a  man  who  I 
thought  had  no  appreciation  for  spiritual  values.  But 
he  said,  "Reverend,  I  am  leaving  the  house  now  for 
the  hospital.  I  am  to  be  operated  on  in  a  couple  hours. 
I  called  to  ask  that  you  give  me  the  help  which  you 
can  give."  Then  he  hung  up  without  waiting  for  me 
to  say  a  word. 

Another  time  my  wife  and  I  were  wondering  what 
to  do  with  a  free  evening,  the  first  we  had  had  for  a 
couple  of  months.  As  we  were  discussing  what  to  do 
the  telephone  rang.  A  girl  whose  parents  were  divorced 
and  who  lived  with  a  well-meaning  but  incompetent 
grandmother,  was  critically  ill  with  a  ruptured  appen- 
dix. The  grandmother  believed  that  everyone  who 
went  to  the  hospital  died.  She  wouldn't  give  her 
consent  for  the  girl  to  be  taken  until  we  got  there  and 
told  her  it  was  all  right,  that  she  probably  would  be 
sure  to  die  if  she  remained  at  home.  We  took  them  to 
the  hospital.  My  wife  stayed  in  the  waiting  room 
with  the  grandmother  and  I  went  along  to  the  operat- 
ing room.  When  we  finally  got  home  the  operation 
was  over,  the  girl  was  coming  out  from  under  the 
influence  of  the  anesthetic,  the  surgeon  had  announced 
that  everything  was  in  fine  shape,  the  grandmother 
had  gone  home  and  to  bed,  and  it  was  almost  time 
for  the  milkman  to  come  around. 

These  things  don't  happen  every  day.  They  ought 
to,  however,  because  there  are  enough  folks  with  bur- 
dens and  troubles  which  the  pastor  and  his  wife  are 
only  anxious  to  be  allowed  to  share.  But  they  do  not 
come,  and  every  pastor  knows  a  little  something  of 
what  Jesus  felt  when  he  said,  "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem, 
how  often  would  I  have  gathered  you  to  me  as  a  hen 
gathers  her  brood,  and  ye  would  not."  But  those  who 
do  come  are  enough  to  make  every  pastor  resolve  before 
God  to  keep  himself  in  readiness  to  do  all  he  can  to 
make  life  easier,  happier,  better  and  finer  for  all  who 
seek  his  help  and  guidance.  So  today,  after  ten  years, 
I  am  praying  and  asking  you  to  pray  that  I  might  have 
more  sympathy,  more  understanding,  and  more  wis- 
dom that  I  may  be  a  better  pastor  in  the  days  that  lie 
ahead. 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 
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Pacific  Brethren  Mission  in  Montana  and  Idaho 


BY  LELAND  S.  BRUBAKER 


We  left  Bow  Valley  early  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, July  16,  for  Whitefish,  Mont.  Just  as  we  were 
leaving  Canada  we  came  into  the  International 
Peace  Park.  One  of  the  many  places  of  interest 
and  of  great  beauty  was  the  Waterton  Lakes.  How 
much  we  hated  to  leave  after  spending  a  brief 
hour  seeing  these  most  wonderful  beauty  spots  of 
nature! 

From  the  Waterton  Lakes  we  came  across  the 
Canadian  border,  passing  into  Glacier  National 
Park.  Approaching  the  park  from  the  Canadian 
side  presents  some  of  the  most  inspiring  scenic 
views  that  we  have  ever  been  privileged  to  see. 
Place  after  place  of  great  interest  was  passed.  Fi- 
nally the  top  was  reached  and  we  began  the  long 
descent  into  the  valley  below.  We  all  were 
eager  to  see  some  of  the  wild  life  of  the  park, 
and  on  the  valley  floor  we  were  rewarded  when, 
rounding  a  bend,  we  saw  a  big,  black  bear  stand- 
ing erect  along  the  side  of  a  car,  peering  in  a  win- 
dow. We  stopped  and  got  out  our  cameras,  and 
then  discovered  that  the  other  car  belonged  to 
Bro.  Warren  Slabaugh  of  Bethany.  We  were  very 
happy  to  meet  the  Slabaughs,  and  between  the 
time  of  dodging  Mr.  Bear  we  were  able  to  ex- 
change some  of  our  experiences  of  the  summer. 

Late  that  afternoon  we  arrived  at  Whitefish  and 
went  directly  to  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  A. 
P.  Becker,  pastors  of  our  church.  They  live  close 
to  the  beautiful  Whitefish  Lake.  How  we  did  en- 
joy the  cordial  hospitality  of  the  Beckers'  home. 
It  really  is  amazing  how  different  one  feels  after 
a  hard  trip  when  you  have  had  a  chance  to  clean 
up  and  refresh  yourself.  We  enjoyed  a  very  tasty 
dinner  on  their  front  porch,  all  the  while  looking 
out  upon  an  unsurpassed  view. 

Though  the  church  is  small  in  Whitefish  a  good 
crowd  attended  the  service  that  evening.  Bro. 
William  Beahm  was  in  charge  and  gave  the  pur- 
pose of  our  coming.  Devotions,  conducted  by  the 
writer,  were  followed  by  talks  given  by  Mrs. 
Beahm  and  Mrs.  Brubaker.  That  night  we  en- 
joyed again  true  Brethren  hospitality  in  the  homes 
of  our  church  friends. 

The  next  day  we  left  on  our  way  to  Twin  Falls, 
Idaho.  In  southern  Idaho  we  were  able  to  spend  a 
few  hours  visiting  the  Craters  of  the  Moon.  This  is 
a  most  interesting  and  fascinating  place.  Extinct 
craters  with  immense  volcanic  deposits  give  am- 
ple evidence  of  previous  volcanic  action  which 
must  have  been  gigantic.  After  these  many  cen- 
turies it  seemed  that  one  could  almost  visualize 


the  great  force  that  was  exerted  at  that  time.  Even 
though  it  was  a  hot  day  and  the  ash  and  deposits 
reflected  the  heat,  making  it  seem  even  hotter,  we 
were  not  ready  to  leave,  but  it  was  necessary  to 
get  on  for  our  evening  program. 

We  came  to  Shoshone  in  the  early  afternoon. 
Teaching  duties  in  the  summer  session  at  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  made  it  necessary  for  the 
Beahms  to  leave  our  party;  so  here  we  parted 
company — the  Beahms  going  to  Chicago  and  the 
rest  of  us  going  on  to  Twin  Falls. 

At  Twin  Falls  we  were  very  cordially  received 
by  the  pastors  of  the  church,  Brother  and  Sister 
A.  C.  Miller.  They  plan  to  leave  this  pastorate 
and  their  place  will  be  taken  by  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ernest  Ikenberry,  missionaries  on  furlough 
from  China.  That  evening  we  spent  in  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Flynn.  Mrs.  Florence 
Hesp  Flynn  formerly  lived  with  her  parents  in  La 
Verne.  In  the  evening  we  enjoyed  a  most  delight- 
ful time  of  fellowship  with  all  the  members  of  the 
Hesp  family  together  with  their  husbands,  wives 
and  children.  How  we  did  live  over  some  of  the 
experiences  which  had  been  ours  twenty  years 
before! 

Our  program  in  the  church  was  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  the  one  at  Whitefish.  Bro.  Davis  was 
in  charge,  with  Mrs.  Brubaker  leading  the  devo- 
tions. The  first  part  of  the  meeting  was  given  to 
a  report  of  the  conditions  in  the  Far  East,  par- 
ticularly as  it  affects  Japan  and  China.  We  also 
reported  on  the  present  situation  that  exists  in 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  September  13-20 

On  Monday  afternoon  at  the  missionary  meeting  held 
at  La  Verne,  California,  three  new  missionaries  were 
dedicated  to  the  missionary  work  of  the  church.  All 
three  were  commissioned  to  sail  to  Africa. 

Sister  Mary  Dadisman  was  present  and  was  conse- 
crated to  her  work  by  the  laying  on  of  hands.  Although 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Franklin  Cassel  were  not  present,  they 
were  also  dedicated  to  go  forth  to  take  healing  and  the 
good  news  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  people  in  North- 
ern Nigeria.  Later  on  in  the  summer,  Dr.  Cassel  was 
very  ill.  This  sickness  has  caused  some  delay  in  their 
sailing. 

The  General  Mission  Board  plans  sailing  this  fall  for 
Mary  Dadisman  and  for  the  three  nurses  who  returned 
home  after  the  Zamzam  experience  at  sea. 

The  church  is  requested  to  pray  for  all  of  these  mis- 
sionaries that  they  may  reach  Africa  in  due  season  and 
in  safety. 
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our  own  mission  territory  in  Shansi,  China.  Bro. 
Davis  followed  with  a  report  of  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference. The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  we 
felt  that  we  had  had  a  very  profitable  time  to- 
gether. 

From  Twin  Falls  we  went  to  the  Fruitland 
church,  arriving  there  in  the  late  afternoon. 
Brother  and  Sister  Walter  S.  Coffman  are  the  pas- 
tors of  this  church.  The  members  of  the  church 
were  in  the  midst  of  a  building  program  and  were 
at  that  time  tearing  down  their  old  church  build- 
ing. The  versatility  of  the  ladies'  aid  was  again 
shown  by  a  group  of  women  who  were  pulling 
nails  from  the  lath  and  the  old  lumber.  We  were 
reminded  of  the  report  of  Nehemiah  concerning 
the  building  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  when  he 
said,  "So  we  built  the  wall;  .  .  .  for  the  people 
had  a  mind  to  work."  Our  evening  program  was 
held  in  the  First  Methodist  church  with  people 
from  the  surrounding  Brethren  churches,  Payette 
Valley  and  Weiser,  being  invited.  The  program 
was  very  much  the  same  as  it  had  been  the  night 
before  at  Twin  Falls.  The  next  morning  before 
we  left  for  Nampa  we  enjoyed  a  brief  visit  with 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  E.  Shamberger,  the  aged 
parents  of  Chauncey  Shamberger  of  Elgin. 

Brother  and  Sister  Morris  S.  Frantz  are  pastors 
of  the  church  in  Nampa.  Saturday  evening  we 
had  fine  fellowship  with  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers who  were  attending  a  dinner  in  the  church. 
On  Sunday  morning  Mrs.  Brubaker  talked  in  the 
Boise  Valley  church,  Brother  Ernest  Davis  in  the 
Bowmont  church  and  the  writer  in  the  Nampa 
church.  These  churches  were  invited  to  Nampa 
where  we  all  enjoyed  together  a  basket  dinner  in 
the  basement  of  the  church.  In  the  afternoon  we 
had  an  hour  of  interesting  and  informal  fellowship. 
Sunday  evening  Mrs.  Brubaker  talked  to  the  adults 
and  the  writer  spent  an  hour  with  the  young  peo- 
ple. Brother  Ernest  Davis  gave  the  evening  ser- 
mon, which  was  the  beginning  of  the  union  church 
services  for  the  city  of  Nampa.  During  our  stay 
there  Brother  Davis  was  entertained  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Richard  Keim  while  Mrs. 
Brubaker  and  I  stayed  in  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Frantz. 

The  union  service  on  Sunday  evening  brought 
to  a  close  the  work  of  the  Pacific  Brethren  Mis- 
sion. Early  the  next  morning,  Monday,  July  21, 
we  left  for  Oakland,  California,  where  we  stayed 
all  night  in  the  home  of  Carl  Woody  and  from 
there  went  to  La  Verne,  arriving  Tuesday  eve- 
ning. All  together  we  had  spent  twenty-seven 
days  on  the  trip,  traveling  a  distance  of  5,300  miles. 
During  this  time  we  had  given  programs  or  had 
had  speaking  engagements  in  twenty-two  church- 


es. In  many  places  representatives  of  the  near- 
by churches  were  present  at  our  programs.  We 
feel  that  we  had  a  very  profitable  trip.  We  all  ap- 
preciate more  than  words  can  tell  the  hospitality 
given  us  at  every  place.  We  were  glad  for  the  ex- 
perience of  the  trip.  As  we  look  back  upon  this 
new  experience  in  the  Western  Region  we  believe 
that  it  has  merits  that  are  very  worth  while.  We 
hope  that  the  territory  covered  received  added 
help  and  inspiration  for  the  many  opportunities 
and  tasks  which  will  be  theirs  in  the  coming 
months.  We  pray  that  God  will  bless  all  their 
efforts  in  behalf  of  his  work  in  this  great  section 
of  our  brotherhood. 
Elgin,  III. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

Camp  Lagro  is  creating  a  chapel  at  the  end  of  one  of 
their  halls  through  the  volunteer  help  of  campers. 

A  total  of  fifty-three  work  days  at  Camp  Lagro  have 
passed  without  a  lost-time  accident  or  a  motor  vehicle 
accident. 

Camp  Lagro  is  developing  a  men's  chorus  under  the 
leadership  of  Director  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.  It  was  found 
that  there  was  much  vocal  interest  and  talent  in  camp. 

Camp  Magnolia  feels  its  biggest  improvement  is  the 
replacing  of  inadequate  and  antiquated  clothes  cabinets 
with  new  ones  designed  and  made  in  its  own  wood 
shop. 

After  the  temperature  at  Camp  Kane  went  down  to 
31  degrees  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  12,  Director  Ziegler 
ordered  from  the  government  two  more  comforters 
for  every  man. 

Camp  Merom,  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  in  In- 
diana, operated  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee, has  canned  a  hundred  quarts  of  beans  and  eighty 
quarts  of  blackberries. 

Camp  Lagro  finally  has  its  tennis  court  in  shape  and 
is  now  running  a  tournament.  Tournaments  are  also 
being  run  in  volley  ball  and  ping  pong.  A  Softball  team 
is  scheduling  games  with  outside  teams. 

The  activities  of  Camp  Magnolia  are  directed  by  vol- 
unteer service  committees.  Committees  are  set  up  for 
planning  worship  services,  camp  safety,  fire  prevention, 
neighborhood  visitation,  music  and  recreation. 

Temporary  committees  have  been  set  up  at  Camp 
Stronach  to  consider  immediate  problems  in  certain 
areas.  The  six  committees  are  as  follows:  education, 
recreation,  worship,  dining  room,  library  and  dormitory. 

Young  people  from  the  Second  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, South  Bend,  Indiana,  the  home  church  of  Glen  Wel- 
born  and  Art  Detwiler,  and  a  group  from  the  Peru 
Brethren  church  visited  Camp  Lagro  and  contributed 
to  their  evening  worship  Aug.  17. 

Miss  Laura  Wine,  who  has  been  camp  nurse  at  Lagro 
since  the  camp  opened  the  22nd  of  May,  returned  to  her 
work  in  Chicago  at  Bethany  Hospital  Sept.  1.  Also  Mrs. 
Pearl  Leatherman  of  North  Manchester,  who  has  been 
cook  for  Camp  Lagro  since  the  22nd  of  May,  completed 
her  duties  Sept.  1. 
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For  Your  Information 

For  information  concerning  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  or  regarding  the  classification 
of  men  under  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1941  write:  M.  R.  Zigler,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  writing  concern- 
ing any  problem  regarding  classification  indi- 
cate the  name,  number  and  address  of  your  lo- 
cal board. 

Keep  alive  the  Brethren  Service  Peace  and 
Relief  Cup  on  your  table.  The  last  Sunday  of 
every  month  take  your  sacrificial  savings  from 
your  Brethren  Service  Peace  and  Relief  Cup  to 
the  church  for  Brethren  Service  Committee 
work  or  send  it  direct  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Local  treasurers  or  those  in  charge  remember 
to  send  these  contributions  every  month  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

There  are  today  992  men  in  Civilian  Public 
Service  Camps. 


Printed  forms  are  being  prepared  by  Selective  Serv- 
ice to  cover  the  applications  for  discharge  from  civilian 
camps  of  all  men  who  were  28  years  of  age  prior  to  July 
1,  1941. 

Camp  Magnolia  has  enjoyed  the  visits  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Ora  Huston,  and  Brother  and  Sister  V.  W.  Horn- 
baker  of  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  the  parents  of  Vincent 
Hornbaker  a  camper  at  Magnolia.  The  Hornbakers 
brought  with  them  eggs  and  honey  for  the  camp. 

Six  Brethren  men  have  reported  to  Camp  San  Dimas 
at  Glendora,  California.  This  camp  is  conducted  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  Brethren  men  will  be  assigned  to  San  Dimas 
until  the  co-operative  Brethren-Mennonite  camp  in  the 
Northwest  is  opened.  It  looks  now  as  though  this  camp 
may  be  opened  within  the  next  month  or  so. 

Camp  Lagro  was  entertained  by  a  play  entitled  The 
Family  Plot  presented  by  Ora  Hahnert,  Lester  Rickleff, 
Beatty  Kinney,  Curtis  Johnson  and  Ross  Cain  as  a  radio 
broadcast.  The  play  was  located  in  a  family  burial 
ground,  the  time  was  the  present,  and  the  characters 
were  soldiers  who  had  died  in  each  of  the  three  major 
wars  participated  in  by  the  United  States.  It  pictured 
vividly  the  futility  of  war  by  showing  that  war  breeds 
war  and  kills  the  best  men  of  each  generation. 

Amendment  No.  97  to  Selective  Service  Regulations 
eliminates  provisions  in  the  original  regulations  for 
blanket  deferment  of  students.  However,  the  National 
Service  Board  reports  that  registrants  who  have  not  re- 
ceived their  questionnaires  before  their  return  to  school 
or  college  will  probably  be  able  to  finish  at  least  one 
semester  before  being  called  to  service.  Selective  Serv- 
ice has  suggested  to  local  boards  that  every  attempt  be 
made  not  to  break  into  a  semester  if  it  is  possible.  Lo- 
cal boards  have  the  authority  to  defer  a  registrant  for 
60  days  or  longer  if  undue  hardship  would  result  be- 
cause of  immediate  induction  or  assignment. 

Amendment  No.  102  to  the  Selective  Service  Regu- 
lations provides:     "In  Class  IV-E  shall  be  placed  each 


such  registrant  who  is  found  to  be  fit  for  general  serv- 
ice. In  Class  IV-E-H  shall  be  placed  each  such  regis- 
trant who  was  formerly  classified  in  either  Class  rV-E 
or  Class  IV-E-LS  and  who  on  July  1,  1941,  or  on  the  first 
day  of  July  of  any  subsequent  year  has  not  been  as- 
signed to  work  of  national  importance  and  has  attained 
the  twenty-eighth  anniversary  of  the  day  of  his  birth. 
Class  IV-E-LS  registrants  will  be  assigned  to  work  of 
national  importance  under  civilian  direction  if  and 
when  Class  I-B  registrants  are  called  by  the  land  or 
naval  forces  for  training  and  service." 

Camp  Marietta  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  was  set  up  as  a  co- 
operative Mennonite-Brethren  camp.  The  work  project 
is  nursery  and  soil  conservation.  The  director  of  the 
camp  is  David  Wedel.  The  Brethren  are  represented  on 
the  staff  by  Bro.  Robert  Eshelman,  who  serves  as  busi- 
ness manager,  and  Sister  Eshelman,  his  wife,  who  serves 
as  camp  nurse  and  hostess.  Brethren  men  who  have 
been  assigned  to  Marietta  to  date  are:  John  Delbert 
Anderson,  Carl  Hochstetler,  Daniel  Hollinger,  Luther 
Hollinger,  Lloyd  Shelley,  Simon  Summy,  William  Wat- 
son and  Dale  Ardys  Young. 

Camp  Stronach  has  set  up  a  self-governing  organiza- 
tion patterned  on  the  commissioner-manager  plan.  Six 
commissioners  have  been  elected  to  serve  for  the  six 
weeks.  Their  terms  will  be  staggered  so  that  every  two 
weeks  two  new  commissioners  will  be  elected  to  the 
council.  This  will  leave  four  experienced  men  on  the 
council  at  all  times.  The  six  commissioners  will  elect  a 
chairman  who  has  no  more  power  than  the  other  com- 
missioners except  that  it  is  his  function  to  convene  meet- 
ings of  the  council  or  of  the  group  at  large.  The  camp 
director  is  the  manager  and  has  the  power  of  veto.  The 
six  commissioners  are  empowered  to  handle  any  prob- 
lems in  regard  to  camp  life.  If  an  action  is  to  affect  a  large 
portion  of  the  group,  the  problem  is  referred  to  the 
group  for  consideration.  The  first  six  commissioners 
elected  are:  Don  Smith,  Paul  Green,  Elroy  Hanks, 
Frank  Weaver,  Bruce  Meads  and  Homer  Peters. 

•  •       • 
Refugee  News 

"Life  at  Scattergood  in  the  Summer:  There  are  peo- 
ple under  all  the  trees,  and  it's  fun  to  wander  around 
hearing  snatches  of  lessons.  In  the  evening  it's  the  fash- 
ion to  gather  somewhere  outside  and  then  (if  there  isn't 
a  lecture,  business  meeting,  public  speaking  or  the  like) 
we  sing — German,  English,  French — we're  not  particu- 
lar just  so  it  has  rhythm.  Everyone  goes  to  bed  earlier 
as  a  rule  and  rises  earlier  to  enjoy  the  cool  morning." — 
From  the  Scattergood  Hostel  News  Bulletin. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  is  co-operating  with 
the  Friends  Service  Committee  in  the  employment  of 
Forest  Eisenbise  for  one  year  beginning  September  1  to 
help  in  the  placing  of  refugees  in  the  western  part  of 
the  United  States  through  a  refugee  placement  bureau. 
He  will  be  located  at  Pasadena,  Calif. 

•  •       • 
Relief  News 

John  Barwick,  who  has  been  doing  relief  work  among 
German  war  prisoners  in  England,  sailed  from  Lisbon, 
Portugal,  on  the  SS  Excalibor  Aug.  15  and  arrived  in 
New  York  Aug.  25.  He  will  be  in  Elgin  Sept.  7,  8  and 
9  to  meet  with  the  staff  of  the  General  Boards  and  with 
the  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee. 

(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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And  Forsaking 

All  Others 

BY    ELIZABETH    R.    BLOUGH 

Steve  thought  there  were  few  men  who  dined 
as  well  as  he.  Dinner  was  a  meal  well  cooked 
and  perfectly  served,  with  Lester  talking  most 
of  the  time,  telling  them  about  events  in  school 
which  seemed  of  great  importance  to  him.  Clara 
listened  attentively  and  condoled  with  him  when 
the  game  was  lost  through  no  fault  of  theirs. 
Only  when  Jack  fumbled  the  ball — then  there 
was  no  hope.  Roast  chicken  with  sweet  potatoes 
and  fluffy  biscuits  made  up  the  first  course;  dessert 
came,  a  pineapple  mousse  of  which  Lester  had  a 
double  portion. 

"Henry  and  Jom  are  coming  over  this  evening; 
we  are  looking  over  our  stamp  books,"  concluded 
Lester. 

"That's  fine;  then  you  will  not  miss  us;  we  are 
going  to  the  Mussers'  for  the  evening,"  said  Clara 
as  she  carried  some  dishes  to  the  kitchen.  Then  it 
was  time  to  get  ready  to  go.  Clara  seldom  gave 
much  thought  to  her  clothes.  Nor  did  she  this 
time.  She  slipped  on  her  navy  blue  which  she 
generally  wore  to  church  and  Sunday  school. 
But  Steve  was  different.  He  groomed  until  he 
looked  years  younger  than  his  age.  Clara  ex- 
claimed, "How  handsome  you  are!  You  look 
younger  than  I  do;  is  it  the  new  suit?" 

"Perhaps.  I  hope  others  will  share  your  opinion 
and  consider  me  as  you  do.    It  is  time  to  start." 

They  joined  a  gay,  happy  company  at  the  Mus- 
sers'. Clara  had  brought  her  cross-stitch  and 
placidly  stitched  away  while  taking  a  part  in  the 
conversation.  There  was  one  girl,  Nettie  Gross, 
whom  Steve  seemed  to  know  well.  The  two  were 
sent  to  the  kitchen  to  get  ready  some  kind  of 
luncheon.  It  was  fun  placing  sandwiches  and 
pickles  and  arranging  salads.  They  agreed  to  have 
lunch  together  next  day.  Clara  seemed  not  to 
notice,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  their 
neighbors. 

Steve  and  Nettie  lunched  together  at  the  Wil- 
lows. He  noticed  her  poor  handbag.  He  sent 
her  a  lovely  one  a  few  days  later.  Then  at  a  dinner 
she  thanked  him.  "I  don't  know  how  to  thank  you; 
I  never  had  anything  as  lovely  as  this." 

Steve  replied,  "You  should  have  lots  of  lovely 
things.  Can  you  have  luncheon  with  me  on 
Thursday?"  Of  course  she  could.  And  there 
came  an  evening  when  Steve  said  he  could  not  be 


home  for  dinner;  he  would  come  home  as  soon  as 
he  could.  But  after  that  evening,  he  was  moody 
and  irritable.  He  was  unjust  to  Lester,  whom  he 
forbade  the  pleasure  of  an  evening  with  Henry. 

"But  we  are  going  to  the  Wilsons'.  Why  not  let 
Lester  go?    He  will  be  lonely  without  us." 

"For  a  stepmother,  you  do  take  notions.  The 
boy  will  be  ruined  unless  I  interfere  sometimes. 
I  have  said  he  shall  stay  at  home;  let  it  rest  there." 
Clara  said  no  more. 

Nettie  was  one  of  the  first  to  greet  them  at  the 
Wilsons.  She  sat  down  near  Steve;  when  he  left 
the  room  she  soon  followed  him.  She  tried  to 
make  it  appear  that  there  was  a  secret  understand- 
ing between  them.  Steve's  friends  were  not  blind 
to  her  maneuvers.  Clara  was  the  only  one  there 
who  appeared  unconscious  of  what  was  going 
on. 

When  they  got  home  it  was  rather  late.  Steve 
locked  doors  and  looked  after  the  furnace.  Clara 
went  upstairs  and  put  on  her  kimono;  she  was 
putting  her  clothes  away  when  Steve  came.  He 
wanted  to  talk  of  the  evening.  He  said,  "I  like 
our  new  neighbors,  the  Kulps;  they  seem  to  be 
good  mixers."  He  was  taking  off  his  tie  and  care- 
fully placing  his  coat  on  a  hanger.  Clara  said, 
"Come  here,  Steve;  I  want  us  to  have  a  talk." 
Steve  was  angry,  for  he  thought,  "Now  I  am  in 
for  it.  Has  Nettie  told  someone  that  her  handbag 
was  a  gift?    Has  Clara  heard  of  it?" 

But  when  Clara  began,  her  voice  was  low  with- 
out a  trace  of  anger.  "When  you  and  I  were 
married,  it  was  my  first  marriage  and  also  my 
last  marriage.  Grandfather  told  my  mother  when 
she  was  married,  'Sara,  you're  going  to  stay  mar- 
ried; it  may  not  always  be  pleasant,  but  that 
makes  no  difference;  you  are  a  wife.'  " 

"Well,   of  course — " 

"So  I  am  your  wife  and  I'll  not  consider  a  di- 
vorce." 

"I  haven't  asked  you  to." 

"No,  there  will  be  no  divorce  now,  nor  in  the 
future.     You  are  going  to  live  with  me  to  the 

'Home! 

BY  ESTHER  J.  GOSNELL 

I  have  traveled  east,  I've  traveled  west, 
But  home  sweet  home  is  still  the  best. 
I  have  traveled  here,  I  have  traveled  there, 
1  have  seen  some  sights  that  were  quite  fair; 
But  home's  the  place  I  want  to  be 
When  cares  and  troubles  baffle  me. 
So  give  me  home  with  fields  so  grand, 
Where  hearts  and  souls  can  understand. 

Mt.  Airy,  Md. 
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end.  Our  marriage  is  on  a  solid  foundation.  I  may 
as  well  tell  you  now  that  for  some  time  I  have 
known  of  your  going  around  with  Nettie.  But 
tonight  I  saw  that  it  is  time  to  do  something  about 
it.  She  seems  well  satisfied  with  second  best; 
she  lacks  self-respect.  I  pity  her.  You  should 
not  see  her  again,  for  it  is  not  being  fair  to  her. 
It  takes  stamina  and  a  right  down  character  to 
weather  all  the  storms  of  married  life,  but  we 
can  do  it." 

As  Steve  listened,  he  felt  no  need  to  justify  him- 
self. Clara  was  not  blaming  him;  she  was  only 
speaking  of  things  as  they  were.  Clara  continued, 
"I  want  to  tell  you,  too,  that  Mrs.  Musser  talked 
with  Nettie.  She  was  considerate  and  kind.  Net- 
tie intends  to  go  back  to  her  home;  she  has  not 
been  happy  here." 

It  was  strange  how  burdens  rolled  away  from 
Steve;  he  knew  that  somehow  he  was  safe,  and 
everything  was  right  between  him  and  Clara.  He 
resolved  he  was  not  going  to  get  into  another 
experience  with  any  girl.  Clara  was  right  in  her 
conclusions  about  most  things,  and  he  knew  she 
was  right  about  the  affair  with  Nettie. 

Hatfield,  Pa. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

(Continued  From  Page  13) 

Peace  Newls 

Compiled  by  Merlin  C  Shull 

Hitler  has  sent  us  about  150,000  refugees.  Even  if  the 
war  should  shut  off  emigration  from  Europe,  the  quotas 
would  be  filled  from  the  scores  of  thousands  of  refugees 
now  in  transit  countries,  each  awaiting  his  turn  to  enter 
the  United  States.  At  the  present  (August  1941)  refu- 
gees are  arriving  at  a  rate  of  about  4,000  a  month, 
through  various  ports  of  entry.  Scribner's  Commen- 
tator says:  "The  European  World  may  be  cold  and 
hostile  to  the  refugee,  but  his  situation  changes  rapidly 
once  he  reaches  our  shore.  Tony,  Patrick,  or  Axel,  the 
traditional  old-time  immigrant  who  arrived  friendless 
and  bewildered  during  the  eighties  with  his  belongings 
in  a  handkerchief,  would,  if  he  could  come  back  and 
take  a  look,  be  less  amazed  at  the  technical  progress  of 
our  day  than  at  the  attention  and  help  which,  from  the 
arrival  of  the  ship  until  final  citizenship  papers  are  pro- 
cured, is  showered  upon  the  new-time  immigrant,  the 
refugee."  But  as  in  all  other  worthy  humanitarian  serv- 
ices there  are  those  who  would  oppose  the  coming  of 
European  immigrants.  The  Commentator  says:  "Just 
now,  there  seems  to  be  a  widely-diffused  but  potentially 
powerful  anti-refugee  feeling  in  the  country.  The  pres- 
ent bewildered  mood  could  easily  focus  into  enmity 
which  would  not  be  slow  to  find  political  expression." 

Twenty-three  million  unemployed  after  the  war  is 
over — this  is  the  prospect,  according  to  the  National  Re- 
sources Planning  Board.  This  executive  agency,  which 
was  set  up  by  congress  two  years  ago,  states  that  "we 
can  lose  everything  we  are  arming  to  defend  if  in  the 
transition  to  peace  we  slip  back  to  a  low  national  in- 
come with  its  inevitable  unemployment,  suffering,  chaos 


and  loss  of  freedom."  And  it  should  be  stated  that  the 
National  Resources  Planning  Board,  a  creature  of  con- 
gress, has  a  plan,  which  we  hope  will  receive  the  atten- 
tion it  deserves. 

A  "give-technique"  rather  than  a  "get-technique"  is  a 
phrase  describing  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  as  re- 
ported in  a  recent  article  in  the  Christian  Century. 
"They  'give'  from  the  first  moment  they  reach  the  camp. 
They,  or  their  families  or  friends  or  church  groups, 
'give'  the  necessary  thirty-five  dollars  a  month  for  them 
to  come.  Their  eight-hour  work  day  is  'given'  with  no 
pay  in  return.  They  'give'  their  spare  time  to  repairing 
the  camp  buildings,  to  the  study  of  subjects  that  will 
make  them  worthy  volunteers  for  reconstruction  work  in 
Europe,  to  making  the  meditation  period  each  morning 
meaningful,  to  reaching  out  into  the  surrounding  com- 
munities to  see  where  and  how  they  can  be  of  service. 
Their  daily  practice  of  democracy  and  self-discipline 
through  making  their  own  laws  for  their  camp  life 
and  laying  down  their  own  standards  of  work  are  pre- 
paring them  for  citizenship  in  a  democracy  as  hardly 
anything  else  could.  The  variety  of  background  and 
points  of  view  of  the  campers  is  teaching  them  at  first 
hand  the  meaning  of  civil  liberties  and  tolerance  for 
minority  groups.  No  school  and  no  church  in  the  coun- 
try gives  young  people  today  such  opportunity  to  prac- 
tice the  full  meaning  of  the  outgoing  life."  As  we  read 
this  article  we  wondered  if  the  author  was  not  a  bit 
overoptimistic  concerning  what  could  result  from 
these  camps,  especially  when  he  says:  "If  the  churches 
really  want  a  revival  of  religion  here  is  the  garden  all 
plowed  and  seeded;  here  is  a  new  missionary  movement 
which  challenges  the  imagination,  for  these  boys  are 
committing  themselves  to  a  way  of  life  as  surely  as  any 
missionary  or  any  monk." 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  said:  "It  may  well 
be  that  Russia's  defense  of  its  own  land  and  the  new 
unity  which  this  will  bring  may  lead  to  a  new  tolerance 
of  religion  by  the  soviet  government,  and  a  new  re- 
surgence of  the  interests  of  religion,  always  deep-seated 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Russian  people." 

A.  J.  Muste,  noted  leader  of  the  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation, says,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Christian  Century, 
that  the  pacifist  cause  is  still  much  alive  in  Scotland.  He 
quotes  from  a  letter  from  Prof.  George  MacGregor  as 
follows:  "None  of  our  really  prominent  leaders  in  Scot- 
land has  gone  back  on  us  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
Admittedly  there  has  been  a  certain  defection,  just  how 
much  it  is  impossible  to  say.  A  number  of  ministers 
have  resigned  membership  in  our  peace  society,  but 
most  of  these  had  never  been  very  closely  attached.  So 
far  as  the  rank  and  file  is  concerned,  no  doubt  here  too 
the  faith  of  some  has  failed  to  stand  the  strain.  But  so 
far  as  active  membership  of  the  peace  group  goes  it  is 
certainly  the  case  that  our  numbers  have  grown  rather 
than  decreased."  Continuing,  Prof.  MacGregor  says:  "I 
think  it  is  probably  true  that  most  pacifists  agree  that 
the  British  cause  is  at  least  relatively  just,  and  that 
there  is  an  evil  rampant  in  Europe  which  our  fellow 
citizens  are  striving  to  overcome  by  the  only  means 
they  conceive  practicable.  We  do  not  feel  that  we  are 
called  to  active  obstruction  to  the  war  effort.  Accord- 
ingly purely  pacifist  propaganda  has  largely  ceased  and 
we  are  bending  our  efforts  rather  to  preserving  the  basic 
values  of  the  gospel  from  destruction  under  the  strain 
of  war  and  preparing  the  minds  of  our  people  for  a 
Christian  peace." 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-1942 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday.  September  14 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Eternal  God,  the  Source 
of  Help.— Rev.  7:9-17.  Golden  Text,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is 
the  Lord  God,  the  Almighty,  who  was  and  who  is  and 
who  is  to  come.    Rev.  4:8. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Place  of  Prayer  in  Modern 
Life. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Play  the  Game  as  a  Christian. 

Intermediates,  Learn  to  Grow. 

•  •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Paint  Creek  church,  Kans. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Copper  Hill  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Archie  Naff,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  La  Porte  church,  La  Porte,  Ind., 
Bro.  Kenneth  W.  Murphy,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized  and  ten  reconsecrated  in  the  Oronoco 
church,  Va.,  Bro.  R.  M.  Figgers,  pastor-evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Bean  Set- 
tlement church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Lawrence  Helsley,  evan- 
gelist. 

Eighteen  baptized  and  two  reconsecrated  at  the  Mt. 
Valley  church,  Tenn.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins, 
evangelists. 

Ten  baptized,  four  awaiting  the  rite,  and  one  reconse- 
crated at  the  Pleasant  View  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E. 
Muntzing,  evangelist,  Bro.  Willie  Harping,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  in  the  Maple  Grove  church, 
Md.,  Sept.  14-28. 

Bro.  Ira  Long  of  Middlebury,  Ind.,  in  the  Bethel 
church,  Milford,  Ind.,  Oct.  5-19. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  at  the 
Westernport,  Md.,  church,  Sept.  16-28. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer  of  County  Line,  Pa.,  Sept.  24-27, 
in  the  Fairview  house,  Masontown,  Pa. 

Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  Sept.  29 — Oct. 
12,  in  the  Westmont  church,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Bro.  Howard  J.  Kreider  of  Milford,  Ind.,  Sept.  28— 
Oct.  12  in  the  Osceola  church,  Ind.;  Oct.  19 — Nov.  2  in 
the  N.  Liberty  church,  Ind.;  Nov.  3-16  in  the  Sunfield 
church,  Mich. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

The  Standing  Committee  delegates  to  the  Richmond 
Conference  from  Southern  California  and  Arizona  are 
Elders  G.  O.  Stutsman  and  S.  L.  Barnhart. 


Dr.  A.  W.  Cordier  of  Manchester  is  to  be  the  speaker, 
both  morning  and  afternoon,  at  the  home-coming  in  the 
Spring  Creek  church  of  Middle  Indiana,  Sept.  21. 

The  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond 
Conference  from  Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South 
Dakota  is  Eld.  Oscar  E.  Stern,  with  Eld.  Mark  Burner 
as  alternate. 

Bro.  Arthur  L.  Dodge  has  accepted  a  call  to  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Woodland  church  of  Michigan  and  his  ad- 
dress is  changed  accordingly  from  Spencer,  Ohio,  to 
Woodland,  Mich. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  had  only  begun  his  revival 
meeting  in  the  East  Fairview  church,  Pa.,  when  an  out- 
break of  infantile  paralysis  compelled  discontinuance. 
They  have  him  booked  now  for  January,  1942. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  S.  Culp,  pioneers  in  the  church 
ministry  in  North  Dakota,  Idaho  and  Western  Canada, 
now  residing  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding  Aug.  9.    It  is  not  too  late  to  rejoice  with  them. 

Bro.  W.  Harlan  Smith  of  China  mission  field  experi- 
ence writes  from  Greene,  Iowa:  "We  like  our  location 
here  in  Greene  and  hope  and  pray  that  the  heavenly 
Father  will  make  us  a  blessing  to  the  members  of  this 
church." 

To  Grandmother  Brubaker,  mother  of  Dr.  O.  G.  Bru- 
baker  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  the  end  came  at  last 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  6.  She  had  passed  the  century  mark 
by  about  two  years,  if  we  mistake  not.  We  shall  ex- 
pect soon  more  details  of  her  remarkable  life  and  home- 
going. 

Welcome  visitors  indeed  were  our  two  relief  workers, 
fresh  from  the  war-torn  battlefields  of  Europe,  John 
Barwick  and  David  Blickenstaff.  With  their  wives  and 
two  children  of  the  first  named,  they  were  week-end 
guests  of  Elgin  friends.  The  local  congregation  had  the 
rare  privilege  of  hearing  Bro.  Barwick's  graphic  ac- 
count of  his  experiences  with  the  German  war  prisoners 
in  England. 

Otho  Winger,  Maple  Oaks,  North  Manchester,  Indi- 
ana— that  is  the  way  his  simple  letterhead  reads  now. 
It  says  "that  I  am  no  longer  president  of  Manchester 
College,  after  a  short  service  of  thirty  years — about  the 
longest  of  any  president  of  any  Brethren  college.  Presi- 
dent Schwalm  is  on  hand  going  right  ahead  as  if  he  was 
at  home,  as  indeed  he  is,  having  been  my  dean  for  nine 
years  here  and  fourteen  years  the  efficient  president  of 
McPherson.  I  am  glad  to  turn  over  the  work  to  him. 
This  may  give  me  the  chance  to  furnish  you  some  of  the 
articles  you  have  been  asking  me  for."  Don't  you  like 
the  way  that  fine  statement  ends? 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The    1942    McPherson   Regional    Conference    for   the 

Western  Region  of  the  brotherhood  will  be  held  at  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans.,  Feb.  22  to  27,  1942.  This  conference  en- 
courages the  attendance  of  ministers,  their  wives  and 
other  church  leaders  of  the  Western  Region.  If  living 
in  this  region,  mark  this  important  week  on  your  cal- 
endar.   Later  the  program  will  be  announced. 
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Do  you  like  hymn  singing,  such  as  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of 

the  New  Fan-view  church,  Southern  Pennsylvania,  can 
furnish?  Then  report  at  Pine  Grove  Park,  one-half 
mile  southwest  of  the  church,  Sept.  21,  2:30  P.  M. 

The  Springfield  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have  a 
home-coming  and  rally  day  with  basket  dinner  Sept.  21. 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  Homer  Bright  of  China  mission 
experience  will  be  the  guest  speakers.  "Neighboring 
churches  are  cordially  invited." 

September  17  is  home-coming  day  at  the  Old  Folks' 
Home,  five  miles  northeast  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Fel- 
lowship, inspirational  program  and  basket  dinner  will 
be  the  order  of  the  day.  "Supporting  congregations  and 
all  others  interested  are  invited." 

The  Eaton  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have  an  all- 
day  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Sept.  28.  Speak- 
ers of  the  day  are  Elders  N.  B.  Wine  and  Ira  G.  Blocher. 
At  the  evening  service  pictures  will  show  the  work  of 
India  Missionary  Kathryn  Kiracofe. 

Pleasant  Hill  and  Upper  Conewago  congregations  of 
Southern  Pennsylvania  have  planned  for  a  joint  confer- 
ence to  be  held  at  the  Mummert  meetinghouse,  near 
East  Berlin,  Pa.,  beginning  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  20, 
7:30  o'clock,  E.  S.  T.,  and  all  day  Sunday.  Adjoining 
churches  are  cordially  invited. 

A  request  has  come  from  Harley  Stump,  Cordell, 
Okla.,  for  twelve  copies  of  A  History  of  the  Brethren  in 
Texas  and  Oklahoma  From  1891  to  1922,  edited  and  com- 
piled by  James  H.  Morris.  Anyone  having  a  copy  of 
this  book  that  he  is  willing  to  share  with  Brother 
Stump  will  do  him  a  favor  by  contacting  him  at  once. 

Detroit  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  would  like  to 
provide  a  church  home  for  all  Brethren  people  who  have 
recently  moved  to  the  city,  or  who  contemplate  coming 
in  the  near  future.  It  will  be  easy  to  lose  all  church 
connection  in  a  short  time  unless  you  identify  yourself 
with  the  church  when  you  first  arrive.  The  church  is 
located  on  the  east  side  at  E.  Lafayette  and  Seyburn 
Avenues.  Come  to  church  the  first  Sunday  and  get  ac- 
quainted. We  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  home 
pastor  or  relatives  of  people  who  have  already  located 
here.  If  you  will  give  us  their  address,  effort  will  be 
made  to  find  them  at  once.  The  writer  will  be  glad  to 
render  any  assistance  possible  to  those  interested.  Har- 
vey R.  Hostetler,  pastor,  1778  Seyburn,  Detroit,  Mich., 
phone  Fitzroy  1419. 

To  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  the  Messenger  is  indebted  for 
the  following  concerning  Richmond,  Va.,  the  city  where 
the  Conference  of  1942  is  to  be  held.  Richmond  is  a  city 
of  200,000  with  250  houses  of  worship.  It  has  two  daily 
papers,  three  radio  stations  and  is  served  by  six  trunk 
line  railroads.  Five  U.  S.  highways  enter  the  city.  In 
the  city  there  are  bus  and  carlines  operating  at  reason- 
able fares.  Richmond  is  something  of  a  convention  city, 
having  entertained  both  the  Southern  Baptist  and  the 
Disciples'  conferences  this  year.  The  municipal  audi- 
torium, called  the  Mosque,  seats  5,000.  On  the  plat- 
form there  are  seats  for  400.  There  is  adequate  exhibit 
space  available.  The  Mosque  has  four  other  meeting 
rooms  with  a  total  seating  capacity  of  1,275.  Richmond 
has  thirteen  hotels,  many  homes  available  for  lodging; 
also  a  trailer  camp.  The  capital  of  Virginia  is  beauti- 
fully situated  on  the  banks  of  the  James  River.  It  is 
110  miles  from  Washington,  D.  C.  Richmond  is  a  center 
of  great  historic  interest.  May  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren have  a  great  conference  in  this  splendid  city  next 
June  10-17. 


The  North  Liberty  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will 
have  their  harvest  meeting  tomorrow,  Sept.  14.  Bro. 
Leonard  Locke  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  for  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  serv- 
ices.   Basket  lunch  at  noon. 

•       •       • 

With  Our  Schools 
McPherson  College 

President  Peters  is  rapidly  finding  his  way  into  the 
fellowship  of  both  church  and  educational  circles  of  this 
area.  In  recent  weeks  he  has  participated  in  a  number 
of  district  meetings  and  visited  a  number  of  the  church- 
es of  the  McPherson  region.  During  the  last  week  of 
August  he  was  guest  speaker  for  the  State  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
conference  at  Camp  Wood  in  eastern  Kansas. 

The  placement  bureau  reports  that  every  member  of 
the  class  of  1941  has  been  placed  in  a  satisfactory  posi- 
tion. Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  college  have 
there  been  as  many  calls  for  teachers  and  workers  for 
other  positions.  Several  hundred  calls  were  received 
that  could  not  be  filled  because  of  an  absence  of  trained 
people.  It  would  seem  that  there  are  excellent  positions 
open  for  anyone  with  a  college  education. 

Work  is  progressing  in  a  satisfactory  way  on  the  new 
dormitory  for  men.  The  building  when  completed  will 
be  a  three-story  structure  with  rooms  for  sixty  men. 
This  will  add  to  our  campus  another  fireproof  building 
strictly  modern  in  every  way.  All  rooms  will  be  pro- 
vided with  fluorescent  lights.  Much  of  the  furniture 
is  built  into  the  rooms,  and  all  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
satisfy  a  young  man.  It  is  strongly  built  and  artistic  in 
design. 


Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

What  effect  will  present  world  conditions  have  on 
church  schools?  In  the  case  of  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary the  first  effect  is  an  increase  in  enrollment. 

Of  the  five  completing  their  work  this  autumn,  two 
are  already  engaged  in  pastoral  service,  and  two  are  em- 
ployed in  the  personnel  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp  program. 

With  the  enrollment  practically  complete  for  the 
autumn  quarter,  it  stands  at  seventy  for  the  Training 
School  and  sixty-eight  for  the  Seminary — a  total  of  one 
hundred  thirty-eight. 

A  well-filled  chapel  greeted  President  Bowman  on 
Tuesday  morning,  Sept.  2.  He  spoke  of  the  need  for  a 
deeper  spiritual  life;  and  not  only  the  need,  but  pointed 
out  how  we  might  attain. 

The  autumn  convocation  was  held  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning. The  speaker  was  Secretary  Leland  S.  Brubaker  of 
the  General  Mission  Board.  It  was  an  inspirational  and 
practical  address  on  the  subject,  Command  the  Morn- 
ing. 

He  asserted  the  place  of  man  as  colaborer  with  God  in 
the  great  sweep  of  time,  in  spite  of  present  darkness 
over  the  world.  He  challenged  everyone  to  make  the 
most  of  every  dawning  day,  in  view  of  the  greatness  of 
human  possibility  and  God's  plan. 

At  this  convocation  service  the  degree  of  B.  D.  was 
granted  to  John  D.  Long  and  the  M.  R.  E.  to  Mrs.  Olive 
Brightbill.  Three  degrees  were  granted  to  those  in  ab- 
sentia— J.  F.  Baldwin,  B.D.;  Miss  Margaret  Parker,  M.R. 
E.;  and  Austin  Cooper,  B.S.L.  The  seminary  holds  two 
graduation  services  yearly — the  major  one  in  May  and 
a  second  service  at  the  September  opening  of  school. 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


rethren  Children  .  . 

Whither  Bound  in  1941? 
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Looking  Ahead  in  Children's  Work 

By  Ruth  Shriver,  Director  of  Children's  Work 
This  issue  of  the  Church  at  Work  section  of  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  is  devoted  to  taking  a  ten-year  look  at 
our  children's  work  program  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

A  statement  of  1941-42  plans  for  local  church  work 
in  the  June  28,  1941,  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger,  in- 
cluded the  following: 
Children's  Work  in  Your  Church  and  Mine — 1941-42 
New   Materials   for  Your   1941-42   Program   of  Chil- 
dren's Work 
There  is  also  available,  in  mimeographed  form,  Chil- 
dren in  Time  of  War — 1941-42.    The  teacher  who  is  try- 
ing to  think  the  problem  through  is  here  provided  with 
a  list  of  useful  materials. 

These  statements  are  not  reprinted  here,  for  lack  of 
space;  it  is  hoped  that  each  pastor,  superintendent,  and 
children's  worker  clipped  the  above  statements  for  fu- 
ture use.  In  addition,  these  three  statements  are  avail- 
able free,  in  mimeographed  form,  and  are  being  mailed 
to  each  pastor,  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  di- 
rector of  children's  work  for  the  beginning  of  the  new 
church  school  year.  Additional  copies  are  free  for  the 
asking. 


At  the  La  Verne  Conference,  the  first  general  cabi- 
net of  children's  work  was  appointed  by  the  Conference, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion. This  cabinet  is  made  up  of  the  regional  directors 
of  children's  work  across  the  country  who  are  in- 
digenously appointed  by  their  regional  councils  of 
boards.  You  will  be  eager  to  read  these  messages  from 
them  as  to  their  dreams  for  the  children  of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  this  cabinet,  which  is  now  hard  at  work, 
a  corps  of  forty-two  district  directors  of  children's 
work,  plus  district  cabinets  totaling  122  people,  are  mak- 
ing an  important  contribution  to  our  ongoing  program. 
The  minister-cabinet  members  on  these  cabinets  are 
making  a  beginning  in  helping  to  think  through  a  close 
relationship  between  the  minister  and  children's  work 
in  the  church. 

Children's  work,  as  an  organized  movement  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  is  still  an  infant  as  compared 
with  the  other  age-group  programs  of  the  church;  it 
must  therefore  slowly  and  carefully  pioneer  its  way. 

Of  particular  significance  is  the  article  by  Dean  Lorell 
Weiss  of  La  Verne  College,  stressing  the  need  for  think- 
ing through  the  problems  and  attitudes  of  Brethren 
children  in  a  time  of  war.  It  can  be  found  toward  the 
end  of  this  department.  Do  not  forget  to  order  the  ma- 
terial, Children  in  a  Time  of  War,  1941-42,  if  you  want 
to  do  something  about  this  problem  in  your  church. 


What  the  Regional  Directors 
Say  About  Their  Hopes  for 
Children's  Work  .  .  . 

By  Flora  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,  Virginia 

Those  who  are  concerned  with  giving  the  child  a  re- 
ligious faith  and  a  philosophy  of  life  are  increasingly 
aware  that  other  influences  beside  those  represented  in 
the  church  have  a  part  in  that 
task.  His  opinions  of  right  and 
wrong,  his  conception  of  success 
and  happiness,  his  tasks  and 
standards,  his  attitudes  and  re- 
actions, are  all  being  formed  day 
by  day  in  response  to  all  forces 
which  play  upon  his  life.  Many 
of  these  influences  are  at  cross 
purposes  with  the  church  and 
tend  to  destroy  the  force  of  the 
Christian  influence  which  we  try 
to  develop  and  maintain. 

It  is  more  and  more  obvious 
that  the  church  must  reach  out  to 
the  wider  community  of  in- 
fluences and  seek  to  control  and 
Christianize  those  forces  which 
play  upon  child  life  in  the  home,  the  school  and  the 
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community.  Play,  recreation,  amusement,  reading,  as- 
sociates, and  countless  other  factors  are  also  character- 
forming  agencies.  Until  the  church  develops  a  concern 
about  these  so-called  outside  factors  much  that  is  done 
in  the  church  on  Sunday  is  undone  in  the  community  on 
Monday  and  other  days  of  the  week. 

My  'dream,  therefore,  for  childhood  in  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  includes  an  awareness  on  the  part  of  the 
church  of  the  multiplicity  of  influences  which  go  to 
make  a  life  and  the  importance  and  complexity  of  the 
task  which  falls  to  those  who  work  among  children.  My 
dream  also  embraces  a  corps  of  trained  and  skilled  chil- 
dren's workers  in  every  congregation  and  an  official 
leadership  which  understands  the  importance  of  equip- 
ment, material  and  program  in  the  children's  division 
of  the  church  school. 

I  am  the  child. 

All  the  world  waits  for  my  coming. 

All  the  world  watches  with  interest  to  see  what  I  shall  become. 

Civilization  hangs  in   the  balance. 

For  what  I  am,  the  world  of  tomorrow  will  be. 
•        •        • 
By  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher,  McPherson,  Kans. 
I  believe  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  a  unique 

place  of  leadership  to  fill  in  the  national  and  social  life 

of  our  world.  The  fundamental  principles  of  peace  and 
brotherhood  can  be  perpetuated 
in  the  life  of  our  church  and  be 
further  spread  to  a  world  which 
will  be  sadly  needing  them  in  the 
next  ten  years. 

The  next  decade  will  be  a  de- 
cade wherein  we  shall  have  the 
opportunity  of  demonstrating  in 
our  individual  lives  and  in  the 
corporate  life  of  the  church  our 
ideals  transformed  into  concrete 
action.  And  the  workers  with 
children  have  a  large  part  of  this 
responsibility.    In  my  dreams  for 

children's  work  in  the  next  ten 

Mrs.    Nevin    Fisher  T  ,        ■.  _j 

years    I    see    every    teacher    and 

Regional  Director  parent   and   leader   becoming   in- 

Western  Region  creasingly    aware    of   this    oppor- 

tunity "to  serve  the  present  age." 

I  dream  of  a  world  free  from  the  scourge  of  war  and 
all  its  attendant  evils  which  befall  the  children  of  all 
lands.  I  dream  of  economic  and  spiritual  stability .  for 
all  our  children,  for  without  such  stability  life  tends  to 
become  uncertain,  and  we  strive  more  for  the  moment's 
existence  than  we  do  for  spiritual  growth. 

My  dream  for  each  child  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren during  the  next  ten  years  is  that  he  will  have 
teachers  and  leaders  who  are  vitally  interested  in  him 
as  a  person;  teachers  and  leaders  who  will  guide  his 
life  during  the  weekdays  as  well  as  on  Sundays.  Di- 
rect personal  interest  in  our  boys  and  girls  can  keep 
them  associated  with  things  religious.  Not  all  children 
can  be  interested  in  the  church  in  the  same  way  and  to 
the  same  extent;  consequently  their  leaders  will  need 
to  be  wise  enough,  and  sufficiently  concerned  to  spend 
time  enough,  to  teach  them  in  a  way  which  each  child 
can  personally  understand. 

I  desire  for  our  parents,  and  teachers,  and  leaders, 
and  pastors,  the  insight  into  genuine  religious  experi- 
ence which  will  help  them  to  impart  their  own  expe- 
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By  Mrs.  Frank  D.  Howell,  La  Verne, 
California 

I  see  for  the  next  ten  years 
workers  who  more  truly  love  and 
understand  children.  We  shall 
need  to  give  abundant  proof  that 
the  golden  rule  actually  is  prac- 
ticable and  present  evidence  of 
God's  friendliness  and  justice. 
Greater  the  need  than  ever — the 
task  of  loving  the  parents  into  an 
understanding  of  their  children 
with  us.  To  fit  us  for  our  task 
may  we  gain  greater  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  Jesus  through 
study  and  prayer. 


riences  to  the  children  of  the  church,  and  lead  the  chil- 
dren into  vital  experiences  of  their  own.  This  will  mean 
deep  study,  constant  search  for  truth,  and  broad  human 
understanding. 

I  dream  that  every  local  church  will  become  a  center 
of  interest  in  the  life  of  every  child.  The  church  build- 
ing and  equipment  should  be  as  adequate  for  religious 
education  as  the  public  school  is  for  secular  education. 
Every  child  should  feel  a  sense  of  pride  in  thinking  and 
saying,  "my  church." 

I  dream  that  every  child's  interest  will  be  held  to  the 
church,  with  the  purpose  that  the  child  will  become  a 
part  of  the  church  by  membership  in  it,  and  with  the 
intention  that  he  will  assume  a  place  in  its  program.  As 
a  part  of  that  dream  every  individual  child  should  be 
regarded  as  a  person  worthy  of  training  by  the  present 
leadership,  along  the  lines  of  his  particular  ability  for 
the  express  purpose  of  assuming  the  future  responsible 
places  of  leadership.    For  thus  does  the  church  of  today 
become  the  greater  church  of  tomorrow. 
•       •       • 
By   Mary    A.    Keiper,    Woodbury,    Pennsylvania 
The  training  of  boys  and  girls   is  a  great  challenge 
calling  forth  the  best  thought  and  effort  on  the  part  of 
all   leaders.     We    are   enlisted   in   a   great   task   but   a 
glorious  one.    Our  rapidly  chang- 
ing   present   must    never    eclipse 
our  vision  of  the  future.  We  must 
be  alert  to  trends  as  they  appear. 
The  necessity  of  lifting  our  eyes 
from  the  busy  present  to  dream 
of  the  future   is   of  great  signif- 
icance. 

The  following  general  state- 
ments are  some  of  my  cherished 
dreams  for  children's  work — 

1.  For  every  child  a  new  social 
order  throughout  the  world,  free 
from  war  and  its  cruel  effects. 

2.  For  every  child  missionary 
education  embodying  the  ideal  of 
the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man. 

3.  For  every  child  a  continued  and  growing  interest 
in  the  knowledge  and  love  for  the  Bible  and  its  teach- 
ings. 

4.  For  every  child  a  sympathetic  and  understanding 
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teacher;  one  who  is  a  friendly  and  helpful  guide  to  chil- 
dren in  the  Christian  way  of  life. 

5.  For  every  child  an  effective  district  and  regional 
program  so  that  pastors,  parents,  and  leaders  through- 
out the  brotherhood  will  have  a  vital  concern  and  grow- 
ing interest  for  the  promotional  program  of  children. 

6.  For  every  child  all  institutions — home,  church, 
school,  community,  world — used  and  adapted  so  that  the 
truth  and  way  of  life  we  wish  to  impart  may  have  sig- 
nificance. 

We  have  set  forth  our  purposes  and  aspirations.  May 
the  future  hold  for  us  their  realizations  and  may  we  be 
guided  by  his  Spirit. 

"The  future  of  the  race  marches  forward  on  the  feet 
of  little  children." — Phillips  Brooks. 
•       •       • 
By  Mrs.  Jesse  D.  Reber,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
As  we  review  children's  work  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  during  the  past  few  years  we  can  trace  steps 
of  commendable  progress.     However,  in  that  progress 
we  have  become  conscious  of  cer- 
tain inadequacies.  Work  as  faith- 
fully and   earnestly  as   we  may, 
our  efforts   will  not  attain  their 
greatest   results    until   the   home 
and  church  co-operate  in  a  united 
program    of    Christian    character 
building.  The  value  of  the  Chris- 
tian home  has  never  been  more 
real,   and  less   in   evidence,   than 
now. 

It  has  become  convincingly  ob- 
vious that  most  child  problems 
are  adult  problems.  Before  child 
life  can  be  successfully  directed 
there  are  some  problems  in  the 
adult  community  that  must  be 
squarely  faced.  Perhaps  this  is 
not  the  field  of  a  children's  worker,  but  if  that  worker 
is  to  achieve  any  effective  child  guidance  she  will  have 
to  become  conscious  of  these  problems;  and  more  than 
that,  she  will  need  to  make  others  conscious  of  the  is- 
sues involved;  also,  she  will  need  to  work  closely  with 
the  leaders  of  adult  religious  education. 

The  most  strategic  problems  of  the  adult  community, 
so  far  as  children  are  concerned,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
homes.  Religious  education  without  the  hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  the  home  is  not  likely  to  be  very  impressive. 
Too  long  have  we  been  working  under  the  illusion  that 
religious  character  could  be  developed  by  the  church 
school  without  paying  any  attention  to  the  homes  from 
which  the  children  come.  However,  recent  studies  have 
been  convincing  us  of  the  futility  of  such  effort.  If  the 
children  of  today  are  to  develop  strong  moral  and  spir- 
itual characters,  it  will  be  necessary  not  only  to  do  bet- 
ter jobs  in  the  church  schools,  but  also  for  the  church 
school  to  reach  into  every  home  and  there  give  some 
guidance  to  parents  in  the  religious  training  of  their 
children. 

Therefore,  my  dream  for  children's  work  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  the  next  ten  years  is  the 
discovery  of  some  methods  of  getting  the  expert  knowl- 
edge which  is  available  to  the  professional  worker  of 
the  children's  division,  in  the  field  of  religious  and  char- 
acter education,  into  the  last  home  in  the  church.    It  is 
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one  thing  to  write  a  book  or  give  a  lecture;  it  is  quite 
another  thing  to  get  people  to  accept  and  practice  the 
best  methods  of  training  their  children.  We  have  been 
too  readily  satisfied  with  writing  books  and  giving  lec- 
tures. 

It  is  surprising  how  many  good  parents  are  willing  to 
go  to  any  extreme  to  see  that  their  children  have  the 
proper  routine  of  diet  and  rest,  and  see  to  it  that  they 
have  the  correct  and  proper  vitamins,  but  who  are  un- 
concerned about  the  religious  ideas  and  ideals  which 
their  children  absorb.  My  dream  is  that  the  children's 
workers  of  our  church  shall  be  able  to  do  for  our  homes 
during  the  next  ten  years  religiously  what  the  pediatri- 
cians and  dietitians  have  done  for  our  homes  concerning 
the  physical  health  of  children. 

This  will  mean  prospective  parents  will  have  to  be 
made  conscious  and  interested  in  the  religious  welfare 
of  their  prospective  children.  The  church  will  have  to 
do  much  more  than  it  has  been  doing  in  the  matter  of 
helping  parents  to  make  religion  an  integral  part  of  the 
life  of  the  home.  Children's  workers  will  need  to  find 
a  way  of  working  more  closely  with  the  homes  of  the 
children  under  their  care. 

Children's  workers  can  lead  out  and  help  promote  dis- 
cussion groups,  classes,  and  clubs  linked  to  the  churches 
and  formed  for  various  purposes  having  to  do  with  the 
welfare  of  the  home  and  its  children.  Courses  on  psy- 
chology of  childhood  and  adolescence  held  under  church 
sponsorship,  and  discussion  groups  for  younger  married 
couples  on  home  problems  will  aid  greatly  in  strength- 
ening Christian  homes.  As  parents  grow  stronger  in 
Christian  living,  so  will  the  life  of  their  children  grow 
more  Christlike. 

This  does  not  mean  that  the  regular  church  school  ac- 
tivities should  in  any  sense  be  curtailed.  We  still  need 
formal  teaching.  To  that  should  be  added  the  moral 
support  of  the  home,  and  a  living  demonstration  within 
the  home  of  the  ideals,  attitudes  and  principles  taught 
in  the  more  formal  teaching. 


Brethren  Children — Whither  Bound  in  1941? 

By  Ruth  M.  Shriver,   Director  of   Children's  Work 

A  new  Mormon  church  has  just  been  completed  in  a 
certain  western  town.  It  stands  two  blocks  from  the 
center  of  town,  one  short  block  from  the  city  hall,  just 

beside  the  community 
swimming  pool  and  chil- 
dren's playground,  and 
across  the  street  from  the 
city  park  where  summer 
concerts  are  often  held. 

It  covers  half  a  city 
block.  The  style  of  archi- 
tecture is  unchurchlike — a 
low  white  stucco  building 
— with  new  shrubbery  and 
green  lawns  about.  There 
is  no  bulletin  board  nor 
sign  on  the  outside  to  in- 
dicate that  it  is  a  Mormon 
church — or  any  church. 

A  kindly  janitor  and  his 

wife   interpret  the   inside. 

First,  the  chapel,  a  simple 

unadorned  room  with  theater  chairs,  an  electric  organ, 

piano,  a  pulpit  made  of  some  lovely  wood,  a  place  for 
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the  choir.  Nothing  but  a  religious  service  is  ever  held 
in  this  room. 

Next,  the  gymnasium-recreation  room.  It  is  consid- 
erably larger  than  the  chapel — silent  dramatic  testi- 
mony that  Mormon  people  believe  their  control  over  the 
leisure  time  of  their  people  a  key  to  Mormon  loyalty. 
At  one  end  is  a  large  stage  with  a  velvet  curtain  sugges- 
tive of  quiet  dignity.  Several  hundred  chairs  are  stored 
on  their  smooth-running  carrier  under  the  platform. 
Large  folding  doors  make  it  possible  for  this  room  to  be- 
come a  part  of  the  chapel  when  needed.  There  is  a 
well-equipped  shower  room  for  the  gym. 

Then,  there  is  the  high  council  room,  a  place  where 
meetings  of  the  official  body  of  the  church  are  held. 
Here  are  a  long  table,  arm  chairs,  a  good  carpet — all  in 
good  taste  and  of  excellent  material. 

There  is  a  kitchen,  all  modern  equipment,  clean  and 
attractive.  There  are  twenty  classrooms.  There  is  a 
Boy  Scout  room,  with  wood  paneling  that  would  appeal 
to  any  boy.  There  is  a  room  set  aside  for  the  Relief 
Committee  of  the  church,  because  Mormons  take  care  of 
their  needy. 

Everywhere  there  is  simple  beauty. 

The  janitor  and  his  wife  are  apologetic  about  the  things 
not  yet  financially  possible — a  good  covering  for  all  the 
floors,  a  real  organ  and  benches  for  the  chapel — but  they 
hopefully  look  to  a  time  not  far  away  when  these  will 
be  provided. 

The  new  Mormon  building  at  Weiser,  Idaho,  is  pro- 
phetic of  the  Mormon  program  everywhere.  They  have 
built  a  church  where  people  can  worship  together,  can 
laugh  and  eat  and  play  and  plan  together,  because  they 
know  that  it  is  thus  they  can  guide  church  loyalties  that 
will  supersede  other  loyalties  and  give  to  their  children, 
youth,  and  adults  satisfactory  patterns  of  living  in  ev- 
ery important  area  of  living — without  going  outside  the 
church  to  find  them. 

Shall  we  as  Brethren  stop  to  reflect  a  moment?  We 
are  hoping  to  continue  a  fellowship  of  Brethren  into 
the  years  ahead.  What  was  it  that  gave  Brethren  chil- 
dren a  loyalty  to  their  church?  Was  it  the  formal  teach- 
ing they  received  on  Sunday  morning,  in  Sunday-school 
class,  or  in  sermons  often  long  drawn  out?  Or  was  it 
the  living  together  that  Brethren  people  did — both  with- 
in the  family  and  the  church  as  a  whole — that  silently 
exemplified  to  children  the  patterns  of  conduct  in  the 
fundamental  areas  of  life,  money,  home  and  marriage, 
getting  along  with  other  people,  a  practice  of  temper- 
ance, of  sober  responsibility  to  life  and  to  God? 

Brethren  people,  perhaps  wrongly,  drew  a  sharp  line 
between  themselves  and  all  the  rest  of  the  community. 
They  thereby  impoverished  the  community,  and  in  some 
cases,  themselves.  But  this  isolation  had  its  values. 
Brethren  families  were  friends  with  each  other,  they 
helped  each  other  in  need,  and  they  went  far  beyond  the 
law  in  trying  to  settle  their  differences  with  each  other. 
They  grew  up  together  as  children  and  married  each 
other  as  adults.  If  someone  could  make  a  complete 
"family  tree"  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  it  would 
reveal  a  dozen  family  names  appearing  over  and  over. 
They  lived  together  as  a  social  group,  and  the  patterns 
they  lived — as  related  to  work  and  the  use  of  money,  to 
the  sacredness  of  home  life,  to  friendly  relationships 
with  each  other — were  passed  on  to  their  children.  The 
educator  tells  us  that  only  thus  do  people  learn  anything 


— they  learn  "to  do  by  doing,"  and  not  only  by  talking 
about  doing.  Two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  surveys  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  have  borne  out 
this  conclusion.  Dean  Weigle  said  it  in  a  slightly  dif- 
ferent way:  "All  that  children  need  to  make  them  grow 
up  as  Christians  is  to  live  in  a  world  of  adults  in  whose 
lives  these  Christian  ideals  are  operating  (and  who  have 
made  a  world  in  which  these  ideals  are  operating),  and 
to  occasionally  lift  up  to  the  level  of  consciousness  of 
the  children  what  ideals  are  operating,  and  there  will 
be  Christians." 

So  we  as  Brethren  in  our  age  face  an  important  prob- 
lem. We  see  that  we  lost  something — and  the  com- 
munity lost  something — when  we  shut  ourselves  off  too 
completely  from  it.  We  must  somehow  live  in  the  com- 
munity— with  our  neighbors,  our  schools,  our  Farm 
Bureaus,  P.  T.  A.'s,  and  all  other  welfare  agencies — both 
giving  and  receiving  our  share. 

But — we  must  also  be  aware  that  as  Brethren  children 
find  loyalties,  interests,  outlets,  outside  the  church  fel- 
lowship— and  if  the  church  provides  only  a  program  of 
talking  about  religion  rather  than  of  living  it  together 
in  all  the  areas  where  children  have  deep  interests — we 
are  losing  the  only  potent  teaching  force  there  is.  Our 
former  isolation  from  the  world  drove  us  together  so- 
cially; our  present  trends  toward  co-operation  in  the 
community  unconsciously  pull  us  somewhat  apart. 

How,  then,  will  Brethren  children  learn  Brethren 
ideals  in  the  years  ahead?  Let  us  not  for  a  moment  dis- 
parage our  formal  teaching  program  in  the  Sunday 
school,  vacation  school,  and  elsewhere.  It  needs 
strengthening  greatly,  and  it  will  have  its  rightful  place. 
Using  Dean  Weigle's  phrase  of  "occasionally  lifting  up 
to  consciousness  the  ideals  that  are  operating  in  the 
lives  of  adults,"  the  formal  teaching  program  for  chil- 
dren of  the  church  must  always  help  to  do  this  (although 
even  here,  more  will  be  done  in  the  home  and  the  work 
and  play  fellowships  of  the  church  than  on  Sunday 
morning).  But  we  have  reason  to  know  that  unless  the 
Brethren  people  live  a  life  together  in  which  we  drama- 
tize in  our  daily  living  Christian  ideals  regarding  money, 
thrift,  work,  home  life,  getting  along  with  each  other — 
plus   all   the   new   and   important   emphases   each   age 

brings  for  itself — our  formal  teaching  will  be  of  no  avail. 

■ 
So — whither  bound,  Brethren  children  of  1941? 


Our  Children  in  Wartime 

By  Lorell  Weiss,  Dean  of  La  Verne  College 
The  war,  even  if  it  should  not  reach  our  shores,  pre- 
sents serious  problems  to  Brethren  parents  who  believe 
in  Jesus'  ideals  of  peace  and  brotherhood. 

One  common  parental  concern  is  that  children  may 
be  seriously  frightened  and  horrified  by  the  war  talk 
they  hear  and  the  war  pictures  they  see  everywhere 
around  them.  It  is  a  painful  experience  to  overhear 
wide-eyed  five-year-olds  solemnly  discuss  Hitler  or 
bombing  planes,  and  naturally  we  would  like  to  shield 
these  little  ones  as  much  as  possible. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  more  sensitive  children  may 
be  stimulated  to  prolonged  worry  and  dread  by  such 
thoughts,  yet,  for  the  majority  of  children  this  is  not  the 
most  serious  danger.  The  horror  which  adults  asso- 
ciate with  war  is  but  dimly  comprehended  by  the  young 
child.     And   the   older  child   seems   to   have  a   natural 
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taste  for  blood  and  thunder,  as  is  evident  in  the  radio 
serials  which  he  enjoys. 

The  danger  for  the  average  child  is  not  so  much  that 
he  will  be  overcome  by  horror  of  war  as  that  he  will 
accept  its  attitudes  and  standards  with  enthusiasm.  The 
excitements,  the  hatreds,  and  the  extreme  emotions  in- 
dulged in  by  wartime  adults  are  likely  to  be  avidly 
copied  by  the  youngsters. 

For  the  childhood  of  our  church  this  is  a  far  more 
serious  danger  and  for  parents  a  far  more  serious  prob- 
lem. How  can  our  children  be  effectively  taught  our 
ideals  of  brotherhood  in  a  time  like  this?  We  have 
abandoned  our  older  policy  of  isolation  from  the  world, 
and  we  are  shifting  from  a  rural  to  an  urban  life.  Eighty 
years  ago  our  children  could  to  some  extent  be  isolated 
from  unwelcome  worldly  ideas.  Today  we  can  per- 
petuate our  distinctive  principles  only  through  positive, 
wise,  skillful  and  courageous  education. 

This  is  no  easy  task  when  not  even  Brethren  adults 
are  agreed  about  the  current  crisis  and  when  there  is 
a  strong  temptation  to  compromise  principles  for  ex- 
pediency's sake.  Furthermore,  the  choice  between  prin- 
ciples and  expediency  must  be  made  not  once  but  often, 
by  both  parents  and  children.  We  have  not  only  to  de- 
cide whether  it  is  right  to  kill.  Other  questions  press 
for  an  answer.  Shall  we  buy  defense  bonds?  Shall  we 
assist  in  aluminum  drives  or  patriotic  demonstrations? 
Shall  we  remain  discreetly  silent  and  let  our  neighbors 
assume  that  we  share  the  general  war  fever,  or  shall  we 
boldly  testify  for  what  we  believe? 

Those  who  determine  to  hold  fast  to  their  convictions 
face  a  further  problem.  How  shall  social  disapproval  or 
persecution  be  met?  For  children  this  is  an  extremely 
serious  test.  The  nonconforming  child  is  often  sub- 
jected to  terrible  loneliness  and  suffering. 

It  is  a  big  order  for  a  child.  Parents  who  are  willing 
to  pay  a  great  price  for  their  own  convictions  may  hesi- 
tate to  ask  so  much  of  a  child.  Have  we  the  right  to 
ask  it?  The  answer  depends  on  how  much  we  value  the 
principle  at  stake. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Eastern  Maryland  Women's  Work  Meeting 

On  July  31  "the  churches  of  the  Eastern  District  of 
Maryland  were  well  represented  at  the  Fifteenth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  Council  of  Women's  Work,  held 
at  the  Edgewood  church.  Mrs.  Elmer  Schildt,  Rocky 
Ridge,  president,  was  in  charge  of  the  meeting  at  which 
almost  two  hundred  women  were  present. 

The  opening  devotions  were  conducted  by  members 
of  the  Edgewood  church.  Echoes  From  Conference, 
written  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Bowman  and  read  by  Mrs.  Les- 
ter Grossnickle,  Union  Bridge,  reported  many  programs 
and  activities  of  interest.  The  seminars  conducted  by 
the  directors  or  their  representatives  proved  to  be  very 
helpful  as  a  brief  summary  disclosed  at  the  close  of  the 
morning  session.  The  special  music  during  the  day 
showed  that  the  women  of  the  district  give  music  an 
important  place  in  their  program. 

Following  the  afternoon  worship  service,  the  theme, 
Woman's  Opportunity  for  Service — in  the  Home,  in  the 
Church,  and  in  the  Community,  was  discussed  by  Mrs. 
Warren  Bowman  of  Washington,  Mrs.  Newton  Long  of 
Baltimore,  and  Mrs.  John  Young  of  Westminster.  This 
discussion    set    forth    many    challenging    thoughts    and 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Prayer  in  the  Life  of  Jesus 

Scripture:    John  17  . 

Sunday,  September  28 
Note:    See  Study  VI  in  Prayer  by  Ellene  Ransom. 

1.  Jesus  learned  to  pray  (Luke  2:42-52;  Luke  3:21,  22). 

2.  Jesus  spent  long  periods  of  time  in  prayer  and 
meditation  when  he  had  decisions  to  make  (Luke  4:1-10; 
6:12-16). 

3.  Jesus  thanked  his  Father  for  blessings  received 
(Luke  9:16;  Mark  8:6;  Matt.  26:27;  John  11:41;  Matt.  11: 
25). 

4.  Jesus  was  never  too  busy  to  pray  (Mark  1:35;  Luke 
6:12;  Mark  14:32;  Luke  9:28).  He  went  apart  to  pray 
and  came  back  to  serve. 

5.  Jesus  prayed  for  others  (John  17;  John  14;  Luke 
22:31-34). 

6.  Jesus  prayed  in  his  last  moments  (Luke  23:46). 

7.  Examine  carefully  the  prayers  of  Jesus  and  judge 
for  yourself  the  place  of  prayer  in  the  Christian  life. 
Jesus  is  our  example. 


goals  which  could  be  carried  back  to  the  home  churches. 

Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  a  most  interesting  address 
concerning  her  work  in  India.  She  vividly  described 
the  contribution  the  women  of  America  are  making  in 
the  lives  of  the  girls  in  that  country  through  the  na- 
tional project.  The  dolls  in  native  costume  helped  to 
illustrate  her  talk.  Miss  Anna  Hutchison  also  reported 
on  her  work  in  China.  She  called  attention  to  the  need 
for  the  women  at  this  time  to  continue  to  support  the 
girls'  schools  in  China  as  well  as  in  India  and  Africa. 

The  Ideal  Home  as  portrayed  by  representatives  of 
five  churches  had  for  its  setting  a  happy  Christian  home 
in  which  special  tribute  was  paid  to  mother.  This  was 
a  fitting  close  for  the  convention. 

During  the  business  meeting  Mrs.  J.  Walter  Speicher 
of  Uniontown  was  elected  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Roy 
Leatherman  of  Frederick,  temperance  director;  and 
Mrs.  I.  S.  Long  of  Baltimore  was  re-elected  director  of 
missions.  Mrs.  John  Royer,  Westminster,  who  for  thir- 
teen years  was  secretary-treasurer  of  the  women's  work 
of  the  Eastern  District,  was  made  secretary-treasurer 
emeritus. 

As  a  district  project  the  women  voted  to  make  a  con- 
tribution to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 

The  invitation  to  hold  the  meeting  in  the  Pipe  Creek 
church  in  1942  was  accepted. 

Anna  E.  Roop, 

New  Windsor,  Md.  Secretary. 


Remember  the  Men  in  Camp 

The  other  day  I  sealed  two  one-gallon  bottles  of  to- 
mato juice  in  Coco  Cola  bottles  which  we  bought  at  a 
drugstore,  for  5c  each.  They  have  screw  tops  like  a 
Mason  jar. 

Then  I  thought  of  our  heroes  in  camp.  Why  could 
we  who  have  gardens  and  access  to  tomato  fields  not 
make  hundreds  of  gallons  of  juice  in  our  homes  for  our 
church  camps  nearest  to  us?  It  is  not  too  late  for  apple, 
peach,  pear,  grape  and  elderberries  growing  wild.  Our 
young  people  could  make  a  lark  of  it  for  our  boys  away 
from  home  for  the  "duration."    Then  there  could  be  ap- 
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pie-butter  boilings  such  as  they  had  two  generations  and 
more  ago.  Sausage  and  pudding  would  not  come  amiss 
and  good  new  corn  meal. 

Recently  I  learned  of  one  of  our  lads  whose  chum 
back  home  enclosed  a  dollar  bill  in  a  letter.  He  said  it 
was  like  a  ten-dollar  bill  to  him,  for  they  have  no  spend- 
ing money  of  their  own  earning. 

Let  us,  especially  our  young  people,  be  sensitive  to 
their  needs  and  longings  for  home  and  friends  and  thus 
share  in  a  small  way  the  "fellowship  of  his  sufferings" 
with  them;  for  our  lads  are  thus  suffering  for  his  sake 
and  for  his  cause  in  this  confused  world. 

I  believe  there  are  scores  of  young  people  who  would 
adopt  a  friend  in  camp  and  write  him  letters,  especially 
the  boys  who  have  no  one  to  write  to  them.  Always 
there  are  those  who  do  not  receive  many  letters.  Our 
directors  could  furnish  us  with  such  names,  no  doubt,  if 
requested. 

Greencastle,  Pa.  Frances  M.  Leiter. 


Women's  Work  Meeting,  Northern  Indiana 

On  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  13  the  women  of  Northern 
Indiana  held  their  annual  district  meeting  in  the  Quin- 
ter-Miller  auditorium  at  Camp  Mack,  Milford,  Ind.  Ap- 
proximately eight  hundred  women  were  present  repre- 
senting all  the  churches  in  the  district  except  one.  The 
theme  of  the  afternoon  was  The  Christian  Testimony  of 
Our  Church  Women,  and  the  interest  and  attention 
manifested  throughout  the  program  were  evidences  of 
the  good  things  we  heard. 

Mrs.  Allen  Weldy,  district  chairman  of  women's  work, 
presided,  and  Mildred  Neff  of  New  Paris  had  charge  of 
the  music  with  Dorothy  Miller  as  pianist.  Miss  Evelyn 
Metzler  presided  at  the  organ.  During  the  business  ses- 
sion special  recognition  was  given  to  the  forty-eight 
ladies  who  are  past  seventy  years  of  age.  The  New 
Paris  ladies'  quartet  sang  the  beautiful  hymn,  Never 
Grow  Old,  in  honor  of  these  mothers,  after  which  Sister 
Ellen  Roose  spoke  a  few  words  in  response,  very  fitting- 
ly relating  the  incident  of  Elijah  casting  his  mantle  on 
Elisha,  in  comparison  with  our  younger  sisters  assum- 
ing the  responsibilities  of  women's  work. 

The  secretary  reported  that  in  the  last  year  we  had 
again  contributed  more  than  our  quota  to  the  national 
project.  The  ministerial  support  is  a  yearly  district 
project.  This,  too,  has  been  paid  in  full,  and  it  was  de- 
cided to  continue  the  project  for  at  least  another  year. 
The  New  Paris  ladies  rendered  another  musical  num- 
ber. Mrs.  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
was  the  first  speaker  of  the  afternoon,  using  the  sub- 
ject, Home  Building.  She  spoke  of  the  influence  of  the 
homes  on  our  youth  and  the  worth-while  things  that  are 
instrumental  in  building  a  home.  She  emphasized  the 
prayer  life  in  the  home  and  the  mission  of  our  homes 
in  these  changing  times.  It  was  a  stimulating  and  help- 
ful address. 

Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  returned  missionary  to  India, 
brought  greetings  from  the  field  and  commended  the 
women  of  America  for  their  loyal  support  of  the  girls' 
schools  in  these  needy  fields.  In  a  touching  and  most 
sympathetic  way  she  presented  clear  mental  pictures 
of  the  actual  life  of  the  girls  in  India.  No  one  could 
leave  this  service  without  a  conviction  of  a  greater  re- 
sponsibility to  these  foreign  girls.  Mrs.  C.  C.  Cripe 
closed  the  meeting  with  the  benediction. 


The  number  of  aid  exhibits  far  exceeded  those  of 
former  years  and  the  exchanging  of  ideas  is  proving  to 
be  a  real  benefit.  A  number  of  these  articles  were  sold 
and  the  proceeds  applied  on  our  national  project.  The 
offering  of  the  afternoon,  including  the  exhibit  sales,  to- 
taled $646.91. 

Milford,  Ind.  Mrs.  Leroy  Fisher,  Secretary. 


A  Letter  to  All 

It  is  time  a  clarion  call  be  sounded  summoning  the 
able  talent  of  our  brotherhood  to  write  peace  articles 
to  strengthen  the  brethren.  At  present  our  brethren — 
and  sisters  too — are  not  overly  strong.  The  preacher 
may  not  discover  this,  but  the  layman  can't  avoid  seeing 
it. 

The  warmongers  are  always  tremendously  busy  with 
their  pernicious  propaganda.  The  historic  peace  peoples 
should  be  equally  as  industrious — and  courageous  too — 
in  pushing  peace  education,  both  within  and  without 
the  brotherhood.  What  is  the  matter  with  our  college 
faculties? 

"When  thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren," 
was  the  Lord's  command  of  old.  This  is  not  over- 
worked today.  Last  fall  I  was  among  brethren  in  other 
communities.  Some  of  their  expressions  were  quite 
warlike,  and  not  a  bit  in  harmony  with  our  New  Testa- 
ment position.  Too  often  our  Brethren  display  extreme 
timidity.  Also  considerable  coolness  toward  peace  work. 
They  have  Peter's  diseases.  He  had  all  of  them  on  that 
fatal  night.  Why?  Because  he  was  not  converted,  was 
the  Great  Physician's  diagnosis.  How  many  have  Pet- 
er's diseases  today? 

It  would  be  well  if  our  brethren  could  be  converted 
so  their  conversation,  and  courage  too,  would  be  suit- 
able to  genuine  peace  people.  Why,  some  of  the  most 
warlike  talk  I've  heard  came  from  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren!  Frankly,  I  don't  like  this  a  lit- 
tle bit,  and  will  say  so.  It  is  sadly  true  the  brotherhood 
has  a  very  hazy  and  indistinct  idea  of  what  the  New 
Testament  teaches  on  peace,  Who,  or  what,  is  to  blame 
for  this? 


Abilene,  Kans. 


F.  E.  Spicer. 


District  Conference  of  Northern  Indiana 

Members  from  forty-five  of  the  forty-seven  churches 
of  the  district  met  together  at  Camp  Mack  near  Milford, 
Ind.,  for  the  Eighty-Second  Annual  District  Conference 
of  Northern  Indiana,  Aug.  12-14,  1941.  The  camp  is 
ideal  for  such  a  gathering,  since  it  is  centrally  located, 
easily  accessible  and  has  good  accommodations.  The 
weather  was  fine  throughout  the  meeting.  Thus,  under 
such  favorable  conditions,  the  attendance  was  very 
good  at  every  session.  It  reached  its  climax,  however, 
during  the  women's  work  session  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, when  a  conservative  estimate  would  be  1,500  in 
attendance. 

There  was  a  splendid  program  arranged  for  the  oc- 
casion which  was  prepared  by  the  various  boards  of  the 
district.  Bro.  Burton  Metzler,  of  McPherson  College, 
was  present  and  gave  two  great  addresses,  emphasizing 
high  points  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  Dr.  V.  F. 
Schwalm,  the  new  president  of  Manchester  College,  gave 
a  masterpiece  on  Where  Lieth  Our  Security?  Other 
guest  speakers  present  were  Bro.  Edward  Kintner,  Mrs. 
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Paul  Halladay,  president  of  the  Indiana  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Mrs. 
V.  F.  Schwalm,  all  of  Manchester  College;  Sisters  Ida 
Shumaker,  home  from  India,  and  Velma  Ober,  just  re- 
turned from  China  and  whose  home  is  in  Northern  Indi- 
ana, all  contributed  much  inspiration  and  blessing  to  all 
who  heard  them.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  secured  Bro.  Paul 
Bowman,  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Lagro  Civilian  Public 
Service  Camp,  who  gave  a  challenging  message  on 
Christian  Youth  Crusading  for  Peace  in  a  World  at  War. 
Eld.  Charles  Oberlin  was  called  from  Peru,  Ind.,  to  ad- 
dress the  men's  work  organization  on  the  subject,  Put- 
ting the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  Human  Relationships.  It  was 
a  very  practical  and  outstanding  address.  These  all,  to- 
gether with  a  number  of  district  leaders,  such  as  J.  E. 
Whitacre  and  Van  B.  Wright,  presented  a  program  chal- 
lenging us  all  to  consecrated  living  in  these  days  of  un- 
usual strain. 

Thursday,  Aug.  14,  was  the  business  session.  The  con- 
ference was  under  the  direction  of  Elders  H.  F.  Rich- 
ards, moderator,  R.  A,  Sherman,  reading  clerk,  and  C.  C. 
Cripe.  writing  clerk.  The  queries  were  such  as  would 
facilitate  and  promote  the  work  of  the  district.  The 
moderator  will  hereafter  be  elected  a  year  previous  to 
the  time  he  serves.  The  moderator  for  next  year  is  Bro. 
G.  W.  Phillips.  Hereafter,  the  district  officers'  tenure  of 
office  will  be  similar  to  that  of  the  General  Boards  of 
the  brotherhood.  The  Ministerial  Promotion  Fund, 
hitherto  sponsored  by  both  the  ministerial  board  and 
the  women's  work,  was  clarified  and  will  not  henceforth 
overlap,  thus  making  for  more  efficient  service.  There 
were  no  queries  for  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  reports 
from  the  various  boards  and  district  leaders  showed  a 
year  of  great  activity,  with  the  outlook  for  the  future 
of  the  district  hopeful.  Because  of  the  change  in  tenure 
of  office,  changes  were  made  in  the  personnel  of  all  the 
major  boards.  The  Conference  of  1942,  as  for  this  year, 
will  be  held  at  Camp  Mack.  This  place  will  doubtless 
be  a  permanent  place  for  our  district  conferences,  as  it 
is  the  best  in  location  and  conveniences  in  every  way, 
all  things  considered.  Elders  A.  F.  Morris,  Galen  Bow- 
man, and  G.  W.  Phillips  will  represent  Northern  Indiana 
on  Standing  Committee  next  year,  with  R.  A.  Sherman, 
H.  F.  Richards  and  L.  U.  Kreider  as  alternates. 


Argos,  Ind. 


C.  C.  Cripe, 

District  Writing  Clerk. 


Cumberland  Valley  Leadership  Institute 

The  program  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Leadership 
Institute  as  it  is  to  be  held  at  the  Waynesboro  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  is  as  follows: 

Afternoon  Session 

J.    Linwood    Isenberg,    Presiding 
2:00  SERVICE  OF  WORSHIP  .  .Waynesboro  B.  Y.  P.  D. 

2:15  SEMINARS: 

1.  Building  the  Local  B.  Y.  P.  D.  .  .A.  Stauffer  Curry 

2.  Building  a  World  Philosophy  ..Edward  K.  Ziegler 

3:15  ADDRESS    AND    DISCUSSION 

Choosing  a  Life  Mate  Dr.  Leland  Foster  Wood 

Banquet 

5:00  P.  M. 
Toastmaster,  Paul  M.  Robinson 

ADDRESS    AND    DISCUSSION 

Falling  in  Love  Intelligently . .  Dr.  Leland  Foster  Wood 


Evening  Session 

Ralph  Shober,  Presiding 
7:30  SERVICE    OF    WORSHIP 

Middle  Maryland  B.  Y.  P.  D. 

8:00  ADDRESS   AND   DISCUSSION 

Building  the  Home  of  Tomorrow 

Dr.  Leland  Foster  Wood 

Dr.  Leland  F.  Wood  is  secretary  of  the  Committee  on 
Marriage  and  the  Home  for  the  Federal  Council  of 
Churches.  He  is  a  recognized  authority  in  his  field.  Dr. 
Wood  is  touring  the  region,  and  besides  the  Waynes- 
boro meeting  will  conduct  meetings  as  follows — 

Friday,  Sept.  19,  First  Virginia  Young  People's  Round 
Table  at  Roanoke. 

Saturday,  Sept.  20,  Southern  Virginia  Round  Table. 

Sunday,  Sept.  21,  Second  .Virginia  Round  Table. 

Friday,  Sept.  26,  First  West  Virginia  Round  Table  at 
Eglon. 

Sunday,  Sept.  28,  Eastern  Maryland  Round  Table  in 
Baltimore. 

Bridgewater,  Va.  A.  Stauffer  Curry. 


Colorado  Women's  Work  Meeting 

The  meeting  of  the  women's  work  of  the  district  of 
Colorado  was  held  at  the  Rocky  Ford  church  the  after- 
noon of  Aug.  15. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Dolly  Mad- 
dox  of  Atwood.  Devotions  were  led  by  Mrs.  Mae  Bru- 
baker  of  Grand  Junction.  A  play,  The  Challenge  of  the 
Cross,  was  given  by  the  young  sisters  of  Rocky  Ford. 
We  enjoyed  a  duet  by  the  Wiley  sisters.  Then  Mrs. 
Lucy  Williams  of  Sterling  told  us  of  her  interesting 
scrapbook,  Women's  Work.  Sister  Cline  of  McClave 
sang  a  solo  accompanied  by  Sister  Viola  Harris  of 
Rocky  Ford. 

Sister  Maddox  was  re-elected  president  for  three 
years.  Sister  H.  D.  Fasnacht  of  Denver  was  elected 
vice-president  to  serve  one  year,  that  the  executive 
board  might  have  only  one  member  with  a  term  expir- 
ing each  year.  The  following  chairmen  were  appointed 
for  two  years:  home  builders,  Sister  E.  N.  Flora,  Den- 
ver; missionary,  Sister  E.  E.  Brubaker,  Grand  Junction; 
aid,  Sister  Nora  Crumpacker,  Wiley. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  women's  meeting 
and  we  are  happy  to  report  the  receipts  for  the  year 
were  $225.81.  The  sum  of  $120.04  was  given  to  help 
support  our  girls'  schools  in  India,  China  and  Africa; 
$81.75  to  help  the  missions  of  our  district,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  $22.92.  It  was  decided  to  send  $15  of  this  for 
China  relief. 

Ellen  Mitchel, 

Grand  Junction,  Colo.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


Women's  Work  in  Washington 

At  the  Washington  summer  assembly,  which  was  held 
at  Lake  Wenatchee  the  first  week  of  August,  the  women 
enjoyed  two  special  sessions  together.  Each  meeting 
was  opened  with  a  devotional  service  and  was  presided 
over  by  the  president,  Mrs.  Gaylen  Verbeck. 

Visitors  in  our  women's  group  this  year  included  Mrs. 
A.  F.  Brightbill,  Mrs.  Robert  Tully  and  Miss  Ruth 
Shriver.    We  were  happy  to  have  these  women  with  us. 

A  report  was  given  from  each  local  group  of  the  work 
done  during  the  past  year.  These  reports  were  interest- 
ing and  should  prove  helpful  as  a  means  of  exchanging 
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ideas  from  which  we  may  work  for  improvement  in  the 
coming  year.  Mrs.  Verbeck  was  re-elected  as  president 
of  women's  work  for  three  years. 

Besides  our  share  of  the  national  project,  the  women 
of  Washington  pay  $200  annually  to  the  support  of  Hazel 
Rothrock  in  China.  Another  project  we  are  helping 
support  is  the  work  camp  in  the  Yakima  Valley.  Each 
local  group  is  urged  to  send  money  or  clothing  to  be 
used  there.  Many  tons  of  clothing  have  been  sent  from 
Washington  to  China  this  year  and  the  women  are 
happy  to  have  had  a  part  in  this  work. 

Mrs.  Noble  Deardorff,  District 

Wenatchee,  Wash.       Secretary  Women's  Work. 


From  a  Letter  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 

As  a  result  of  part  of  the  giving  during  our  summer 
assembly  this  year  I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  the  work 
of  the  committee  for  $142.28.  If  you  are  interested  as  to 
the  source  of  this  money  it  was  as  follows: 

One  evening  we  had  a  rice  supper  of  simply  salted 
rice  soup,  such  as  is  fed  Chinese  refugees.  Each  person 
contributed  as  he  felt  able  and  willing  as  he  got  his 
bowl  of  rice,  and  the  total  from  217  persons  fed  was 
$80.13. 

At  each  meal  we  had  cups  with  B.  S.  C.  bands  on 
them  on  the  tables  and  from  these  we  collected  $10.13. 

A  special  offering  was  taken  for  a  Brethren  family  of 
our  district  who  recently  lost  practically  everything 
they  had,  including  considerable  expensive  fruit  pro- 
cessing equipment.  This  amounted  to  $49.02  but  the 
brother  requested  that  the  money  be  turned  over  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  instead — partly  because  of 
the  fact  that  a  young  man  who  was  staying  with  them 
had  lost  all  his  clothes  and  things  and  only  a  few  days 
later  was  drafted  and  is  now  doing  C.  O.  work. 

The  remaining  $3.00  came  from  a  girl  who  found  she 
had  that  much  more  than  she  actually  needed  to  get 
through  assembly  and  back  home. 


Oregon  District  Conference 

The  Oregon  district  conference  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing at  Camp  Myrtlewood,  near  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon, 
July  21-27.  The  theme  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
Building  With  Christ,  was  adhered  to  throughout  the 
entire  program. 

We  did  so  appreciate  our  guest  speakers  this  year. 
Sister  Anetta  Mow  gave  us  much  information  and  a 
greater  appreciation  of  missions  throughout  the  brother- 
hood. She  also  inspired  the  women  to  greater  heights 
of  endeavor  by  her  enthusiasm  for  their  phase  of  the 
work  of  building.  Sister  Ruth  Shriver,  with  her  great 
love  for  children's  work,  put  new  interest  and  life  in 
this  field  for  each  one  present.  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill 
showed  us  the  effect  of  good  as  well  as  inefficient  music 
upon  the  spiritual  atmosphere  of  the  church.  He  gave 
us  much  help  in  building  our  own  worship  programs. 
His  family  was  also  with  us,  which  we  appreciated. 

From  our  own  regional  college  of  La  Verne  came 
Bro.  Bob  Tully  and  his  capable  wife  and  helper,  Ruth, 
also  their  small  son.  They  gave  us  new  insight  into 
the  spiritually  uplifting  possibilities  of  Christian  recre- 
ation. Also  from  La  Verne,  we  had  as  guests  the  col- 
lege quartet,  namely:  Charles  Butterfield,  Arthur  Snell, 
Leonard  Wolfe  and  Donald  Miller.     We  greatly  appre- 


ciated their  help  in  making  this  conference  a  success. 
One  could  not  ask  for  better  co-operation  and  help  than 
was  given  us  by  our  guest  leaders  this  year. 

We  welcomed  two  new  workers  into  the  Oregon  dis- 
trict this  year:  Bro.  Ralph  Hatton,  with  wife  and  son, 
working  in  Portland;  Bro.  Forrest  Groff,  with  wife  and 
son,  as  the  summer  pastor  at  Albany. 

The  men  of  the  district  have  been  stepping  forward  in 
various  ways.  At  camp,  along  with  other  groups, 
they  did  much  in  putting  the  grounds  in  working  condi- 
tion. The  women  appreciated  the  special  classes  ar- 
ranged for  them  where  they  could  receive  more  specific 
help  from  Sisters  Mow  and  Shriver  along  the  three 
lines  so  closely  woven  together — missions,  women's 
work  and  children's  work.  The  young  people  are  plan- 
ning next  year  as  one  of  their  projects  to  place  a  foun- 
tain on  the  grounds,  each  church  young  people's  group 
furnishing  some  of  the  stones.  This  is  to  be  a  memorial 
to  the  two  young  men  of  their  group  who  have  passed 
on  to  their  reward:  Sam  Ellenberger  and  Joe  Rothrock. 
The  children  at  camp  were  directed  by  Forrest  Groff 
and  Sister  Hatton.  Both  of  these  leaders  did  commend- 
able work  with  their  groups.  All  age  groups  are  taking 
as  their  theme  for  the  coming  year,  Building  With 
Christ.  Specifically,  all  groups  are  interested  in  the  two 
projects:  in  the  work  camps  (for  the  benefit  of  transient 
workers)  and  in  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps 
(building  a  constructive  program  for  conscientious  youth 
objecting  to  war).  Here  they  work,  without  remunera- 
tion, to  serve  their  fellow  man  in  a  constructive  way. 

The  evening  services  consisted  of  vespers  conducted 
each  evening  by  a  different  young  people's  group  of  the 
district,  then  an  evangelistic  service,  and  after  this  a 
campfire  service.  Also  much  appreciated  and  enjoyed 
was  the  antiphonal  singing  which  the  location  of  the 
camp  made  possible. 

The  lovely  setting  of  woods,  hills  and  stream  away 
from  the  outside  world  helped  greatly  in  extending  the 
feeling  of  fellowship  and  good  will  everywhere  felt  at 
the  camp. 

The  business  meeting  was  held  all  day  Saturday  with 
Bro.  H.  G.  Shank  as  moderator,  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman  as 
reading  clerk  and  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  as  writing  clerk.  Gen- 
eral business  of  interest  to  the  district  was  transacted 
and  the  reports  of  each  chairman  of  the  various  depart- 
ments was  heard.  Bro.  Geo.  Shade  was  elected  moder- 
ator for  1942.  Bro.  J.  D.  Miller  of  Albany  was  elected 
Standing  Committee  delegate  for  Annual  Conference 
for  1942,  with  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman  of  Grants  Pass  as 
alternate. 

The  week  of  inspiration  was  brought  to  a  climax  on 
Sunday  with  a  challenge  to  greater  service  by  the  licens- 
ing of  one  of  our  young  men  of  the  district,  Bro.  William 
Stauff,  to  the  ministry.  It  was  a  high  day  for  all,  but 
we  were  reminded  that  it  is  not  possible  to  have  moun- 
taintop  experiences  all  the  time;  there  is  much  work  to 
do  and  we  must  be  about  our  Father's  business. 


Bridge,  Oregon. 


Mrs.  Orlin  Lett. 


Texas  and  Louisiana  District  Meeting 

The  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  Roanoke  church,  Louisiana,  was  a 
big  event  of  the  District  Meeting  of  Texas  and  Louisi- 
ana held  at  Roanoke,  La.,  July  24-27,  1941.  A  special 
service  of  commemoration  was  held  on  Sunday  after- 
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Three  charter  members  present  at  the  service 
commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  Roanoke  church:  Bro.  Adam 
Esterly  and  Sisters  T.  B.  Sutphin  and  A.  P. 
Harriman 

Tioon  with  J.  F.  Moke,  elder  of  the  church,  as  chairman. 
Bro.  S.  E.  Lewis  of  Taylor's  Valley,  Va.,  who  was  called 
to  the  ministry  by  the  Roanoke  church  and  preached 
during  the  early  years  of  the  church,  was  present  and 
led  the  opening  hymn.  Bro.  D.  W.  Bittinger  of  McPher- 
son,  Kans.,  delivered  the  opening  address  on  the  theme, 
Our  Brethren  Heritage.  Bro.  R.  M.  Harris  gave  a 
history  of  the  community  from  the  time  the  first  set- 
tlers came  to  this  country  over  fifty  years  ago  to  the 
present  time,  telling  of  the  organization  of  the  church 
in  August  1891  and  outlining  the  struggles,  disappoint- 
ments, and  achievements.  A  period  of  reminiscences 
followed  with  several  of  the  older  members  telling 
interesting  incidents  of  the  early  life  of  the  church. 
Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  of  Elgin,  111.,  gave  the  closing 
address  on  the  subject,  History  the  Roanoke  Church 
Should  Make  the  Next  Ten  Years.  Much  interest  was 
added  to  the  meeting  by  the  presence  of  the  three 
living  charter  members  of  the  church,  Bro.  Adam 
Esterly  of  Jennings,  La.,  and  Sister  T.  B.  Sutphin  and 
Sister  A.  P.  Harriman  of  Rosepine,  La. 

The  district  meeting  opened  Thursday  evening,  July 
24,  with  an  address  by  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming.  The 
Ministerial  Program  Friday  morning  and  the  Christian 
Education  Program  in  the  afternoon  dealt  with  live 
present-day  problems  of  the  church  and  in  the  evening 
Brother  and  Sister  D.  W.  Bittinger  presented  a  movie 
film  entitled  The  Land  of  the  Monkey  Bread  Tree. 

The  business  of  the  district  was  cared  for  Saturday 
morning.  Various  reports  gave  evidence  of  good  work 
being  done.  The  1942  district  meeting  was  granted  to 
the  Rosepine  church  and  the  Falfurrias  church  was 
granted  a  special  district  Bible  convention  to  be  held 
during  the  winter  of  1941-42.  A  petition  from  the  Fal- 
furrias church  asking  Annual  Conference  to  order  the 
establishment  of  a  brotherhood-supported  Mexican 
mission  at  some  strategic  border  point  was  passed  to 
Annual  Conference.  David  Bowers,  W.  E.  Peckover, 
and  E.  A.  Frantz  were  elected  as  a  committee  to  pro- 
vide for  and  promote  a  district  family  camp.  J.  F. 
Hoke  was  elected  as  our  district  representative  on 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  Committee.  W.  E.  Peckover 
was  elected  delegate  to  Standing  Committee  with  J.  B. 


Firestone  as  alternate.  W.  J.  Horner  was  elected  as 
moderator  of  the  1942  district  meeting.  A.  A.  Dague  was 
re-elected  as  a  member  of  the  trustee  board  of  the 
Falfurrias  School  property  and  J.  B.  Firestone  was 
re-elected  financial  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Exten- 
sion and  Supervision. 

Saturday  afternoon  Bro.  D.  W.  Bittinger  gave  the 
McPherson  College  address  after  which  the  conference 
convened  in  sectional  meetings  with  discussion  groups 
for  men's  work,  women's  work,  children's  workers  and 
young  people.  Bro.  Fleming  delivered  the  Saturday 
evening  address. 

Bro.  Bittinger  delivered  the  conference  sermon  Sun- 
day morning  and  the  Roanoke  anniversary  celebration 
took  the  afternoon.  The  conference  closed  Sunday  eve- 
ning with  the  young  people's  program 

The  conference  was  well  attended,  with  delegations 
from  every  church  in  the  district,  some  driving  more 
than  500  miles  to  get  there.  At  many  sessions  the 
house  was  filled  to  capacity.  All  the  meals  were 
served  at  the  church,  giving  opportunity  for  fellowship 
and  visiting.  Brother  and  Sister  D.  W.  Bittinger  rep- 
resenting McPherson  College  and  Brother  and  Sister 
L.  Avery  Fleming  from  our  Elgin  office  contributed 
much  to  the  conference  by  their  inspirational  addresses, 
practical  suggestions  and  spiritual  guidance.  A  feature 
enjoyed  by  all  who  could  attend  was  the  early  morning 
worship  service  conducted  each  morning  by  Bro.  Bit- 
tinger. In  a  district  where  the  churches  are  so  widely 
scattered  and  members  seldom  see  other  members  ex- 
cept those  of  their  own  congregation  from  one  year  to 
the  next,  district  meeting  is  becoming  more  and  more 
a  time  of  happy  reunion  and  fellowship.  The  1941 
meeting  was  outstanding  in  this  respect. 

Jennings,  La.  Glenn  Harris. 


Praise  for  Divine  Healing 

Divine  healing — yes — a  major  operation  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  able  to  be  about  after  three  weeks  in  bed, 
and  doing  nicely.  Many,  many  thanks  for  the  many 
prayers,  visits,  cards,  flowers  and  gifts  from  ever  so 
many  friends.  Hope  this  will  enable  me  to  serve  the 
Master  in  a  larger  way  than  ever.    "Praise  ye  the  Lord." 

Myerstown,  Pa.  Jonathan  F.  King. 


In  Memory  of  Samuel  R.  Clapper 

On  May  3,  1864,  Samuel  Rawleigh  Clapper  was  born  in  the 
home  of  George  and  Anna  Hart  Clapper,  on  the  old  Clapper 
homestead  in  Carson  Valley,  Allegheny  Township.  Blair  County, 

Pa.  He  was  married 
to  Mary  Ellen  Hoov- 
er on  Sept.  17,  1887. 
To  this  union  were 
born  three  sons  and 
eight    daughters. 

He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  1896.  He 
served  in  the  office 
of  deacon  for  more 
than  thirty  years, 
serving  very  faith- 
fully until  a  few 
years  ago  when  his 
health  began  to  fail. 
He  took  delight  in 
helping  in  whatever 
capacity  he  was 
called  upon  or  had 
opportunity  to  serve. 
He  worked  for  several  years  as  a  track  maintainer  and  fire- 
man for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Cotupa.ny,  the  remaining  part, 
of  his  life  being  spent  in  farming. 


Samuel   and   John   Clapper 
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His  wife  departed  this  life  on  Dec.  15,  1916.  Since  then  he  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  living  among  his  children. 

On  May  10,  1941,  he  was  called  to  a  better  place  of  abode,  at 
the  home  of  a  son,  Russell  Clapper  of  Duncansville,  Pa.  Be- 
sides his  wife  he  was  preceded  in  death  by  three  daughters,  one 
an  infant,  and  two  grown  to  womanhood. 

He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  three  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. They  are:  Mrs.  Esther  Shiffler  of  New  Castle,  Pa.;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Walters,  Mrs.  Edna  Langham  and  Russell  Clapper,  all  of 
Duncansville,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Leora  Miller  of  Roaring  Springs,  Pa,; 
Mrs.  Ruth  Horner  of  Cross  Keys,  Pa.;  David  B.  and  James  L. 
Clapper  of  Carson  Valley,  Pa. 

He  is  also  survived  by  fifty  grandchildren  and  seventeen  great- 
grandchildren; a  sister,  Mrs.  Prudence  Miller  of  Altoona,  Pa.  A 
brother,  John  H.  Clapper  of  Sterling,  111.,  followed  him  in  death 
just  six  weeks  later. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Carson  Valley  Church  of 
the  Brethren  on  May  13,  1941,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Joseph  Clapper 
of  Yellow  Creek,  Pa.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. 

From  reader's  left  to  right  on  the  picture  are  Samuel  and  his 
brother  John,  taken  while  John  was  visiting  in  Pennsylvania 
during  the  summer  of  1939. 


Duncansville,  Pa. 


Mrs.  Edith  Clapper. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Baxden-Male. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Glendale  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  July  16,  1941,  Gerald  Barden  and  Dorothy  Male. — 
H.  A.  Frantz,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Beery-Lowry. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  in  Pleasant 
Hill,  Ohio,  Fern  Elizabeth  Beery  and  Lloyd  Lowry,  May  31,  1941, 
by  the  undersigned. — I.  R.  Beery,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

Fleck-Riggleman. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Tyrone  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  10,  1941,  Albert  Paul  Fleck  of  Grazier- 
ville.  Pa.,  and  Margaret  Marie  Riggleman  of  Tyrone. — John  R. 
Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Good-Eshleman. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage  of  the 
Ephrata  church.  Pa.,  Aug.  3,  1941,  Norman  Stauffer  Good  and 
Sister  Pauline  Mae  Eshleman. — C.  C.   Sollenberger,  Ephrata,  Pa. 

Hague-Siulsman. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Glendale  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  June  28,  1941,  Charles  Hague  and  Ruth  Stuts- 
man.— H.  A.  Frantz,  Glendale,  Calif. 

Higgins-Holler. — At  the  Lower  Miami  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Aug.  23,  1941,  George  Higgins  of  Liberty,  Ind.,  and  Zelma  Holler 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Ross  L.  Noffsinger,  Port- 
land, Ind. 

Jester-Hamburg. — Frank  Porter  Swaigart  Jester  and  Sarah 
Anna  Hamburg  in  the  Germantown  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by 
the  undersigned,  June  21,  1941. — Benjamin  F.  Waltz,  Philadel- 
phia,   Pa. 

Marlin-Waldron. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  April 
18.  1941,  Allen  Martin  and  Rose  Waldron.— H.  A.  Frantz,  Glen- 
dale,  Calif. 

Ramsey-Gould. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Frank  Graves 
home,  Hollywood,  May  2,  1941,  Harry  Ramsey  and  Dorothy 
Gould.— H.   A.   Frantz,   Glendale,   Calif. 

Smith-Howard. — By  the  undersigned,  June  20,  1941,  at  the 
Tyrone  parsonage,  Wendell  B.  Smith  and  Anna  Mae  Howard, 
both  of  Tyrone,  Pa. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Barringer,  Malinda,  died  July  9,  1941.  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
near  Elkhart,  Ind.  She  had  been  in  poor  health  for  three  years, 
but  was  bedfast  for  only  a  day  before  her  death.  She  was  born 
on  June  20,  1856,  near  Bashor  chapel  in  Harrison  Township,  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Julian  Kulp.  Her  marriage  to  Noah  Bar- 
ringer took  place  on  Jan.  24,  1878;  he  died  on  Jan.  22,  1919.  Mrs. 
Barringer  had  lived  with  her  son  for  three  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Yellow  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Three 
sons,  six  grandchildren,  and  seven  great-grandchildren  survive. 
A  son  and  two  daughters  preceded  her  in  death.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  on  July  12  at  the  Elkhart  Valley  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Brethren  Melvin  Stutsman  and  Samuel  Miller  offici- 
ated. Burial  was  made  in  the  St.  John's  Lutheran  cemetery 
near    Goshen. — Louise    Barringer,    Elkhart,    Ind. 

Beachy,  Peter,  was  born  July  21,  1865,  at  Grantsville,  Md.,  and 
died  Aug.  2,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Salisbury,  Pa.  He 
was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Maple  Grove  congregation  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Aaron 
Beachy  and  wife  of  Grantsville.  He  was  married  in  1888  to 
Martha  Patterson  and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born, 
both  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death,  together  with  the  wife, 


Later  he  was  married  to  Mary  Platter  and  to  this  union  seven 
children  were  born,  two  having  preceded  him.  His  wife  died 
nine  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  five  children,  nine  grandchil- 
dren, one  great-grandchild  and  three  brothers.  Services  were 
held  at  the  home  by  Bro.  Arthur  Scrogum  and  interment  was 
made  in  the  Grantsville  cemetery. — Mrs.  Arthur  Scrogum,  Ac- 
cident, Md. 

Beery.  Asenath  Huffard,  was  born  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
Sept.  21,  1864,  and  died  at  her  home  on  May  21,  1941.  She  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  her  youth  and 
remained  faithful  until  death.  On  Nov.  14,  1889,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Salem  Beery  at  Cerro  Gordo,  111.  They  moved  to  west- 
ern Nebraska  and  later  Bro.  Beery  did  much  earnest  work  in 
the  ministry  as  a  pioneer  preacher  in  Kansas,  Utah,  and  Colo- 
rado, where,  as  strong  spiritual  leaders,  these  two  earnest  souls 
endeared  themselves  to  all  who  knew  them.  Four  children 
were  born  to  this  union;  one  died  in  infancy  and  a  son  died  in 
camp  during  the  World  War.  Two  daughters,  two  grandchildren 
and  one  brother  survive.  Since  her  husband's  death  in  1929,  just 
after  their  arrival  in  California,  Sister  Beery  has  lived  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Glendale  church  as  an  industrious  and  loving 
worker  for  her  Lord.  Her  hands  were  always  busy,  sewing  for 
some  one  who  needed  help  or  for  the  aid  society.  She  tithed 
faithfully  and  when  she  could  no  longer  attend  church  she  still 
gave  her  contributions  regularly.  The  memory  of  her  life  shall 
ever  be  a  symbol  of  loving  loyalty  and  devoted  Christian  serv- 
ice. Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  the  writer. 
— H.    A.    Frantz,    Glendale,    Calif. 

Bressler,  McDonald  H,  died  Aug.  5,  1941,  at  the  state  hospital 
in  Phillipsburg,  Pa.,  after  an  illness  of  about  six  weeks.  He 
was  the  son  of  William  J.  and  Nannie  Hadden  Bressler  and  was 
born  in  Tyrone,  Pa.,  Aug.  9,  1892.  On  May  6,  1914,  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Clara  Hitchings.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  six  children,  all  at  home.  One  brother 
and  one  sister  also  survive.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Columbia 
Ave.  Methodist  church,  but  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  was  his  request  that  the  funeral  be 
held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  that  the  pastor  offici- 
ate. The  funeral  was  held  on  Aug.  8  with  the  writer  officiating, 
assisted  by  Rev.  W.  W.  Willard  of  the  Methodist  church.  Bur- 
ial was  made  in  the  Grandview  cemetery,  Tyrone. — John  R, 
Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Cripe,  Anna,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Hoffman,  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  14,  1854,  and  departed  this 
life  Aug.  24,  1941.  She  had  lived  with  her  brother  in  Goshen, 
Ind.,  for  the  past  eight  years.  She  had  been  in  failing  health 
several  years  but  was  bedfast  for  only  two  days  before  her 
death.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  seventy-one 
years  ago  and  remained  faithful  to  the  end  of  her  life.  In  No- 
vember 1870  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  W.  Cripe;  he 
died  on  Mar.  18,  1939.  Surviving  are  her  brother,  one  grand- 
daughter and  seven  nieces  and  nephews.  Services  were  held  at 
the  home  with  Bro.  Samuel  E.  Miller  in  charge  Burial  was 
made  in  the  West  Goshen  cemetery. — Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Davis,  Samuel  J.,  seventy-four  years  old,  retired  farmer,  died 
Aug.  14,  1941,  at  his  home  in  the  village  of  St.  Paul,  Pa.,  where 
he  resided  less  than  a  year.  He  was  born  in  Summit  Town- 
ship and  was  the  son  of  John  N.  and  Dinah  Schrock  Davis.  His 
first  marriage  was  to  Ellen  Kretchmen.  who  died  in  1892,  about 
a  year  after  their  marriage.  In  1899  he  married  Carrie  Alice 
Hollida,  who,  with  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  four  broth- 
ers and  two  sisters,  survives.  Bro.  Davis  was  a  loyal  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  served  as  deacon  for  about 
thirty-five  years.  He  had  a  kind  disposition  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Springs  Mennonite  church,  conducted 
by  his  pastor,  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle,  assisted  by  Rev.  Forrey  of 
the  Reformed  Church  and  Rev.  Otto  of  the  Mennonite  faith. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Springs  cemetery. — Mrs.  P.  S.  Davis, 
Springs,  Pa. 

Davis,  Thursa  Adeline,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Fair,  was 
born  in  Sidney,  Ohio,  Nov.  1,  1885,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  9, 
1941.  Death  came  after  an  illness  of  one  week.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Marion  Davis  on  Nov.  26,  1902.  To  this  union 
were  born  five  children,  one  son  and  one  daughter  of  whom 
preceded  her  in  death.  Left  to  mourn  her  passing  are  her  hus- 
band, three  sons,  one  grandson,  her  aged  mother  and  a  host  of 
relatives  and  friends.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  spent  her  entire  life  in  Shelby  County. 
Funeral  services  at  the  home  in  Pemberton,  Ohio,  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  Claude  Coppock.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Pasco  cemetery. — I.  R.  Beery,  Pleasant 
Hill,   Ohio. 

Diehl,  Samuel  David,  oldest  son  of  Isaac  and  Abigail  Beals 
Diehl,  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  Aug.  4,  1863,  and 
departed  this  life  May  14,  1941.  Sammie,  as  he  was  lovingly 
called,  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  state,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  years  lived  in  Iowa.  In  early  manhood  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  a  most  loyal  member. 
In  later  years  the  Limestone  congregation  became  his  church 
home  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  served  as  a  deacon  there. 
In  manner  he  was  quiet  and  unassuming,  an  ardent  promoter  of 
peace  and  goodwill  toward  his  fellow  men,  often  bearing  wrongs 
rather  than  retaliating.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  going  his  wife, 
one  brother,  one  sister,  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and  friends. 
— Bessye   Diehl   Seehorn,  Bridgewater,   Va. 
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Hoover,  John  W.,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Esther  Hoover,  was 
born  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  on  Mar.  15,  1858,  and  departed 
this  life  June  21,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Goshen,  Ind.  Bro.  Hoover 
had  been  blind  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  When  he  was  eight- 
een years  old  he  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
remained  faithful  to  the  end.  On  Dec.  21,  1881,  Brother  and 
Sister  Hoover  were  united  in  marriage;  to  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  who,  with  Mrs.  Hoover,  nine  grandchildren,  three 
great-grandchildren  and  two  sisters,  survive.  Services  were  held 
in  the  West  Goshen  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Bro.  T.  E. 
George  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Yellow  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Houser,  Mary  Ellen,  passed  away  at  her  home  on  June  8,  1941. 
Her  health  had  been  failing  for  the  last  few  years.  She  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  seven  months  and  eight 
days.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  twenty-two  years  ago. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  and  attended  when  it 
was  possible  for  her  to  get  there.  She  is  survived  by  three  chil- 
dren, one  sister  and  three  brothers.  Services  were  conducted  at 
her  home  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Henry  C.  Eller,  with  burial  in  the 
family  cemetery  near  by. — Elsie  Broyles,  Luray,  Va. 

Townsend,  Orville  Torrence,  son  of  Harve  and  Mary  Cath- 
erine Townsend,  was  born  near  Greenville,  Ohio,  Mar.  18,  1881. 
and  departed  this  life  July  19,  1941.  When  he  was  two  years  of 
age  his  parents  moved  to  Woodland,  Mich.,  in  which  vicinity  he 
spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life.  On  Oct.  3,  1906,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Celia  Shopbelle.  To  this  union  five  chil- 
dren were  born,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Dec.  12,  1907,  and  in  1916  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon.  This  office  he  held  with  credit 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  quiet  and  unassuming, 
but  was  a  good  influence  to  those  who  knew  and  loved  him. 
Those  who  miss  him  most  keenly  are  his  devoted  wife,  one 
son,  two  grandchildren,  an  aged  father,  two  brothers,  other  rel- 
atives and  a  host  of  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
the  Woodland  church  by  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester, 


Bethany   Biblical    Seminary    Offering 

Blank  for  Sending  Mission  Money 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111. 
Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find   dollars 

as  an  offering  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary,  which  please  place  to  the 
credit  of 


Individual 

Class 

Sunday  school 
.  Congregation 
District 


Name  of  sender 
Street  or  R.  R. 


Post  office State 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission  Board, 
Elgin,    HI. 

Please  state  what  congregation  and  District  should  have 
credit  for  this.  Full  name  and  address  should  be  given 
to  insure  a  prompt  return  of  receipt. 


Date 

Amount  Enclosed 

Ind.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Woodland  cemetery. — Hurley 
V.  Townsend,  Woodland,  Mich. 

Uiz,  Lucinda  Martha  Jane,  died  Aug.  1,  1941,  near  New  Market, 
Md.,  in  the  home  of  her  daughter  with  whom  she  had  made  her 
home  for  some  time.  She  was  aged  ninety-five  years,  seven 
months  and  twenty-seven  days.  She  could  vividly  recall  the 
incidents  of  her  long  span  of  years,  among  them  being  her 
trip  to  Gettysburg,  when  a  girl  eighteen  years  of  age,  to  hear  the 
famous  address  delivered  by  Abraham  Lincoln.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  seventy- 
seven  years.  Her  husband,  Bro.  Samuel  H.  Utz,  was  a  minister 
and  elder  of  the  same  faith.  Two  sons  and  three  daughters,  two 
sisters,  thirty  grandchildren,  and  thirty-six  great-grandchildren 
survive.  Sister  Utz  was  a  modest,  gentle,  and  kindly  disposi- 
tioned  woman.  She  was  always  faithful  to  the  church  and  its 
services  as  long  as  she  was  able.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  cemetery,  with  the  writer  and  Eld.  E.  C.  Bixler 
officiating. — William   Kinsey,   New   Windsor,   Md. 

Varner,  Flora  A.,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her  grandniece 
on  May  23,  1941,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  She  was  a  true 
Christian  and  her  place  in  church  will  be  missed.  She  gave 
unselfishly  to  the  church,  having  made  a  liberal  contribution  to 
the  new  church  house  at  Luray.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  in 
her  community  because  Aunt  Flora,  as  everyone  called  her,  was 
loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  She  attended  church  regularly 
until  her  health  failed.  There  are  two  surviving  sisters  and 
many  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at 
Mt.  Zion  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Henry  C.  Eller,  with  interment  in 
the  cemetery  near  by. — Elsie  Broyles,  Luray,  Va. 

Wagner,  Jerry  Ardent,  son  of  Virgil  and  Clara  Ganger  Wag- 
ner, was  born  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  July  11,  1933,  and  departed  this 
life  on  July  6,  1941.  Death  came  as  the  result  of  an  accident 
occurring  when  the  bicycle  he  was  riding  was  struck  by  an 
automobile.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  one  brother,  an  in- 
fant sister,  his  grandparents,  and  one  great-grandfather.  Serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  West  Side  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
charge  of  Brethren  Samuel  E.  Miller  and  C.  B.  Moss.  Burial  was 
made   in   the   West   Side   cemetery. — Mina   Ganger,   Goshen,   Ind. 

Walton,  Josiah  Hester,  was  born  near  Burlington,  Ky.,  on  the 
farm  where  he  spent  seventy  years  of  active,  temperate  outdoor 
life.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  converted  and  joined  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  he  served  faithfully  as  deacon  and  Sunday- 
school  teacher  and  retained  his  membership  there  until  his 
death.  Since  coming  to  California  he  has  identified  himself  with 
the  Bakersfield  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  as  long  as  he  was 
physically  able  attended  its  services,  was  particularly  devoted 
to  the  Sunday  school  and  enjoyed  the  love  and  fellowship  of  its 
members.    Bro.  Walton  died  at  his  home  in  Bakersfield  July  26, 
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1941,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  eight  months  and  fourteen 
days.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure  his  companion,  four 
sons,  one  sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  undersigned  in  Bakersfield  at  the  Hopson  mor- 
tuary. Interment  was  made  in  the  Greenlawn  cemetery. — An- 
drew Blickenstaff,  McFarland,   Calif. 

Welch,  Mary  R.,  died  Aug.  13,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Tyrone, 
Pa.,  after  an  illness  of  several  months.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Archie  and  Elizabeth  Emeigh  and  was  born  in  Mountain 
Orchard  on  May  6,  1877.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Charles 
E.  Welch  July  30,  1895.  The  husband  and  seven  children  sur- 
vive. She  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  The 
funeral  was  held  in  her  late  home  on  Aug.  16.  The  under- 
signed officiated;  burial  was  made  in  the  Baughman  cemetery. — 
John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 

Ziegler,  Mary  Becker,  widow  of  the  late  Emmanuel  Ziegler, 
was  born  Nov.  24,  1856,  and  departed  this  life  May  26,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  son  near  Frystown,  Pa.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Little  Swatara  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  nearly 
sixty  years.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  thirteen  years 
ago.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons,  six  grandchildren,  seventeen 
great-grandchildren  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Ziegler's  meetinghouse  by  Elders  Ira  D.  Gibbel  and 
Jacob  P.  Merkey.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery.— Stella   D.   Merkey,   Bethel,   Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arizona 
Phoenix. — The  election  of  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June.  Bro.  H.  A.  Frantz  of 
Glendale,  Calif.,  was  again  chosen  as  elder,  with  Bro.  A.  W. 
Arnold  resident,  or  associate  elder.  The  women's  work  group 
was  reorganized  with  Sister  Keith  Miller  as  director.  On  June  12 
Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff  gave  a  talk  on  the  Brethren  Publishing  House, 
showing  pictures  of  the  building,  equipment,  and  personnel. 
He  also  showed  many  beautiful  nature  pictures.  Sister  Nettie 
Senger  was  with  us  on  June  16  and  gave  a  vivid  and  inspiring 
talk  on  the  mission  work  in  China.  Several  of  our  members 
attended  the  La  Verne  Conference.  Our  delegate  was  Bro.  Glen 
Montz,  our  pastor.  The  installation  of  church  officers  took  place 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  July.  Bro.  Montz  gave  a  very  fine  ad- 
dress on  the  Christian's  willingness  to  serve  when  called  by  the 
church.  At  a  business  meeting  on  Aug.  19  Bro.  A.  W.  Arnold 
was  elected  delegate  to  the  district  conference.  The  parsonage, 
located  near  the  former  site  of  the  church,  has  been  sold  and 
plans  for  a  new  one,  to  be  built  on  the  new  church  grounds, 
have  been  accepted.  Construction  work  will  begin  in  the  early 
fall,  possibly  Sept.  1. — Lois  Greenawalt,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Aug.  26. 

California 
First    Church    (Los    Angeles). — Fourteen    have    been    baptized 
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since  our  last  report.  Our  communion  was  held  on  May  18  with 
101  attending.  We  held  our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  from 
June  31  to  July  11  with  forty  enrolled  and  an  average  attend- 
ance of  32.  We  were  all  very  much  blessed  by  being  permitted 
to  attend  our  Annual  Conference  held  at  La  Verne. — Hilda  Ques- 
inberry,   Alhambra,   Calif.,  Aug.   19. 

Fresno. — On  the  first  Sunday  in  June  our  pastor,  Bro.  Glenn 
M.  Harmon,  delivered  the  first  of  a  series  of  sermons  inspired 
by  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  The  next  Sunday  was  children's 
day.  A  very  lovely  service  was  conducted  entirely  by  the  chil- 
dren. On  the  evening  of  Friday  the  13th  the  annual  husband 
and  wife  dinner  was  held  and,  in  spite  of  the  date,  proved  a  big 
success.  A  large  group  from  our  congregation  attended  Annual 
Conference  at  La  Verne  and  were  thrilled  and  inspired  by  the 
wonderful  program.  On  June  27  our  congregation  was  priv- 
ileged to  hear  five  fine  speakers  who  came  directly  from  Annual 
Conference.  They  were  Brother  and  Sister  Leland  S.  Bru- 
baker  of  Elgin;  Brother  and  Sister  William  Beahm  of  Chicago 
and  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  of  La  Verne.  On  July  6  we  were 
pleased  to  have  the  men's  quartet  from  La  Verne  College  with 
us.  On  July  13  Bro.  Herman  Landis,  missionary  to  Africa,  Bro. 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm  of  Virginia,  and  Prof.  A.  F.  Brightbill  of  Beth- 
any were  with  us;  Bro.  Brightbill  conducted  the  evening  serv- 
ice with  pictures  and  instruction  in  church  music.  Camp  Beu- 
lah  was  a  grand  success.  Bro.  Yoder  preached  to  the  home  con- 
gregation on  the  Sunday  when  Camp  Beulah  was  in  session.  On 
the  evenings  of  Aug.  6,  7  meetings  were  conducted  by  Sister 
June  Yearout,  a  young  pastor  from  Washington.  A  pleasant 
evening  was  spent  at  the  park  on  Aug.  13,  partaking  of  water- 
melons provided  by  Bro.  Floyd  Yearout.  On  Aug.  10  Brother 
and  Sister  Eisenbise  were  here.  Bro.  Eisenbise  delivered  a  ser- 
mon at  the  morning  and  evening  service.  A  farewell  dinner 
was  held  at  noon  in  honor  of  the,  Eisenbises.  The  Fresno  con- 
gregation voted  to  release  Bro.  Eisenbise  as  pastor  at  the  request 
of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  in  order  that  he  can  con- 
tinue his  work  for  the  Brethren  and  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee here  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  By  unanimous  vote  Bro.  Glenn  M. 
Harmon  was  elected  our  pastor  for  the  coming  year. — Mrs.  El- 
mer Erdman,  Fresno,   Calif.,  Aug.   21. 

Illinois 
Oak  Grove. — Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  on  May  18  with 
Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman  of  Cerro  Gordo  officiating;  he  also  brought 
us  a  fine  message  at  the  Sunday  worship  period.  The  children 
gave  a  good  program  on  the  evening  of  June  15  to  a  large  crowd. 
Our  church  was  represented  at  district  meeting  by  Sisters  Ruth 
Hare  and  Alberta  Whisler.  Bro.  Dolar  C.  Ritchey  of  Lawrence- 
ville.  111.,  just  closed  a  very  successful  revival  meeting  at  this 
place.  Eleven  were  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated.  The  mem- 
bership was  strengthened  by  Bro.  Ritchey's  forceful  messages. 
Interest  and  attendance  were  very  good.  The  Mennonite  quar- 
tets assisted  in  the  music.  The  song  service  was  led  by  Sister 
Whisler.  Aug.  17  was  the  last  day  of  the  meeting  and  an  all- 
day  service  was  enjoyed  by  many.  Dinner  was  served  at  the 
church.  Baptismal  services  were  held  in  the  afternoon  and  again 
at  night,  following  the  services,  after  which  an  installation 
into  the  ministry  and  an  anointing  service  were  performed  by 
Brethren  Ritchey  and  Whisler.  Our  aid  society  sent  three  pack- 
ages of  supplies  to  Camp  Lagro  recently. — Mrs.  Allie  Kenyon. 
Lowpoint,  111.,  Aug.  24. 

Oregon 

Portland. — Our  church  united  with  all  the  churches  in  a  city- 
wide  drive  for  clothing  for  China  relief  during  the  months  of 
April,  May  and  June.  A  total  of  twenty-one  tons  of  clothing 
was  shipped  to  Shanghai,  China,  and  some  fifteen  tons  more 
await  shipping.  There  was  fine  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all 
churches  and  races.  The  church  basement  and  classrooms  have 
recently  been  painted  by  the  aid  society.  At  the  June  council 
meeting  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  asked  for  the  privilege  of  calcimining 
the  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  church  auditorium,  and  the  Home 
Builders  class  asked  to  paint  the  floors.  The  church  gladly 
granted  permission  for  this  work  to  be  done.  It  was  decided  to 
make  an  arch  over  the  pulpit,  build  a  cloak  room  in  the  rear, 
purchase  new  window  shades,  revarnish  all  the  woodwork,  and 
paint  the  front  steps.  Most  of  the  labor  was  donated  by  the  men 
of  the  church.     Mrs.   Minta   Schechter   added   three   upholstered 
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pulpit  chairs  in  memory  of  her  husband,  Mr.  Joshua  Schechter. 
On  July  20  we  had  re-dedication  Sunday  and  celebrated  the 
thirty-third  anniversary  of  our  church  in  Portland.  It  was  an 
all-day  meeting  with  dinner  in  the  basement.  We  were  priv- 
ileged to  have  with  us  Mrs.  George  C.  Carl,  widow  of  Bro. 
George  Carl,  who  organized  the  church  in  Portland  in  1908.  At 
the  morning  service  Bro.  Ralph  R.  Hatton.  the  pastor,  conducted 
special  re-dedication  services  and  preached  on  A  Church  for  All 
the  People.  One,  who  requested  that  his  name  remain  anony- 
mous, asked  permission  of  the  pastor  to  place  a  neon  sign  read- 
ing The  Friendly  Church  on  the  front  of  the  church  building. 
This  sign  was  dedicated  on  Aug.  3.  On  the  evening  of  July  20 
our  young  people  held  a  consecration  service  on  the  mountain 
top  in  McClay  Park.  The  pastor  spoke  on  Present  Day  Dares  to 
Christian  Young  People.  At  this  service  several  pledged  their 
lives  to  Christ  and  his  work.  We  have  a  fine  group  of  young 
people;  their  Sunday  evening  B.  Y.  P.  D.  attendance  averages 
twenty.  Since  Jan.  12  their  offerings  have  totaled  $165.  Our 
Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  on  July  4.  There  were  games  and 
contests  for  all  the  classes,  a  basket  dinner,  and  a  ball  game. 
Our  total  offering  to  missions  and  the  Conference  budget,  since 
Sept.  1,  1940,  has  been  $147.82.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  work 
that  Brother  and  Sister  Hatton  are  doing  since  they  came  to 
Portland  a  year  ago.  If  you  know  of  Brethren  persons,  or  per- 
sons with  Brethren  background  in  or  near  Portland,  will  you 
please  let  us  know? — Mrs.  Etta  David,  Portland,  Oreg.,  Aug.   18. 

Pennsylvania 

Hunisdale. — Our  regular  council  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  11 
with  Pastor  O.  J.  Hassinger  presiding.  Our  harvest-home  meet- 
ing will  be  held  on  Sept.  21.  We  decided  to  hold  a  Bible  insti- 
tute and  also  an  evangelistic  meeting  during  the  autumn  months. 
Delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Mrs.  Willis  Cohick  and  Mrs. 
O.  J.  Hassinger. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Aug.  18. 

Litiiz. — Since  our  last  letter  two  were  received  into  the  church 
by  letter  and  one  by  baptism.  The  annual  mother  and  daughter 
luncheon  was  held  in  the  church  basement  on  May  8.  The  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  Sister  Amelia  Miller,  director  of  the 
mother  and  daughter  department  of  the  women's  work  organiza- 
tion. On  the  following  Sunday  morning  Eld.  A.  P.  Geib  preached 
the  Mother's  Day  sermon.  In  the  evening  a  special  program 
was  given,  in  charge  of  Sister  Mae  Ginder.  Since  our  last  letter 
we  have  been  privileged  to  hear  interesting  talks  by  two  of  our 
missionaries,  Sisters  Ida  Shumaker  and  Mary  Schaeffer.  On 
the  morning  of  July  13  Eld.  James  M.  Moore,  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Conference,  gave  a  splendid  report  of  the  La  Verne  Con- 
ference, and  in  the  evening  reports  of  the  Conference  were 
given  by  other  members  of  the  church  who  were  there.  A  two 
weeks'  daily  vacation  Bible  school  closed  on  Aug.  8.  The  aver- 
age attendance  of  pupils  was  88.  The  total  offering  amounted 
to  $30,  which  is  being  given  to  various  mission  projects  by  the 
classes.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the  school  was  Sister  Mayno 
Hershey,  Bro.  Samuel  Longenecker  and  Sister  Grace  Miller.  Bro. 
Longenecker  was  the  leader  of  the  school.  The  interest  of  the 
teachers  and  pupils  made  the  school  a  great  success.  Our  annual 
old  folks'  meeting  day  was  in  charge  of  Brother  and  Sister  N.  A. 
Trimmer  and  was  held  on  Aug.  3.  Eld.  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Eliz- 
abethtown  College  was  the  guest  speaker.  Beautiful  bouquets  of 
flowers  were  given  to  Mrs.  Lydia  Doster,  ninety-seven  years  old, 
and  to  Mr.  Alexander  Bear,  ninety-one  years  old,  inasmuch  as 
they  were  the  oldest  woman  and  man  present. — Mrs.  Louis  Hueb- 
ener,  Lititz,  Pa.,  Aug.  15. 

Little  Swatara. — Our  spring  love  feast  was  held  May  3,  4  at 
the  Ziegler  house  with  Bro.  Robert  Cocklin  officiating.  Other 
visiting  ministers  assisting  and  bringing  us  spiritual  and  prac- 
tical messages  were  Brethren  Hiram  Gingrich,  David  H.  Markey, 
Harry  Fahnestock,  Edward  M.  Wenger,  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  and 
Ammon  B.  Meyer.  On  Mother's  Day  at  Frystown  the  Mothers 
class  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  school,  which  was  followed  by 
a  Mother's  Day  sermon  by  Bro.  J.  P.  Merkey.  The  children's 
day  service  was  held  on  May  18  following  the  Sunday-school 
period,  at  the  Ziegler  house.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  from  June  2-13  with  Sister  Cora  Dubble  of  Myerstown  as 
director.  The  school  had  an  enrollment  of  225,  with  an  average 
of  207.  The  daily  offering,  amounting  to  $39.57,  was  used  for 
China  relief  work.  Several  articles  of  clothing  were  also  brought 
to  be  sent  for  relief  work.  We  were  happy  to  have  with  us  on 
June  8  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  returned  missionary  to  China. 
She  brought  to  us  a  message  in  the  morning  at  Frystown  and  in 
the  evening  at  the  Schubert  house.  On  June  22,  at  the  Frys- 
town house,  Sister  Rebecca  Foutz  of  Philadelphia  gave  us  a  talk 
on  Christian  Womanhood.  Our  church  held  services  at  the 
Lebanon  county  home  in  the  afternoon  of  July  20.  German 
services  were  held  at  the  Merkey  house  on  July  27. — Stella  D. 
Merkey,  Bethel,  Pa.,  Aug.  7. 

Riddlesburg. — Our  church  has  been  under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  Charles  Heltzel  since  the  first  part  of  September  1940.  He 
accepted  this  charge  after  Bro.  Clyde  Bush  took  up  his  duties 
at  the  Bellwood  church.  Bro.  Heltzel  has  been  doing  fine  work 
and  is  preaching  some  very  inspirational  sermons.  The  attend- 
ance seems  to  have  increased  in  the  last  few  months.  Bro.  Merle 
Detwiler,  pastor  of  the  Koontz  church,  held  a  one  week's  meet- 
ing here  which  began  on  the  evening  of  May  19.  At  the  close  of 
this  meeting  we  held  our  love  feast.  We  are  happy  to  report 
that  our  pastor  is  very  much  improved  from  the  accident  which 
he    sustained    some    weeks    ago,    and    is    back   working   with    us 


again.  On  the  first  two  Sundays  that  he  was  absent  Bro.  Merle 
Detwiler  preached,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  the  pulpit  was  filled 
by  Bro.  George  Batzel.  We  thank  these  two  men  for  coming 
to  our  aid. — Mrs.  Ernest  Miller,  Riddlesburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  19. 

Somerset. — The  W.  C.  T.  U.  recently  held  a  white  ribbon  serv- 
ice in  our  Sunday  school.  On  the  wrist  of  each  child  under  six 
years  of  age  was  tied  a  white  ribbon  as  a  symbol  of  purity  and 
right  living.  At  one  of  our  evening  services  the  members  of  the 
Christian  church  worshiped  with  us,  and  their  pastor,  the  Rev. 
J.  F.  Messenger,  brought  the  message.  On  July  13  Earl  Speicher 
from  Wisconsin  spoke  at  the  morning  service.  Our  Sunday- 
school  and  church  picnic  was  held  at  Trent  park  on  July  16.  In 
spite  of  the  rain  we  had  a  very  pleasant  afternoon  and  evening, 
closing  with  a  vesper  service.  Some  of  our  members  attended 
the  Camp  Harmony  assembly  and  report  an  interesting  and  help- 
ful program.  On  July  23  the  annual  convention  of  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  of  Somerset  County  was  held  in  our  church.  Their  pro- 
gram was  open  to  the  public  and  proved  to  be  very  worth  while. 
The  women's  organization  of  the  church  served  the  evening 
meal.  Our  church  choir  presented  a  splendid  musical  program 
on  Aug.  19.  Later  in  the  week  they  gave  the  same  program  in 
the  Meyersdale  church.  Our  church  dining  room  has  recently 
been  painted,  thanks  to  the  men's  and  women's  work  organiza- 
tions. Aug.  17  was  our  home-coming  day  and  twentieth  anni- 
versary. We  were  glad  to  have  Brother  and  Sister  C.  G.  Hesse 
with  us.  Bro.  Hesse  was  our  pastor  from  1920  to  1929  and  is 
now  pastor  of  the  Bridgewater  church,  Va.  He  brought  in- 
spiring messages  at  both  the  morning  and  evening  services. 
Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher,  pastor  of  the  Greensburg  church.  Pa.,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  afternoon  service.  Special  music  was  fur- 
nished by  the  church  choir,  the  choir  of  the  Walnut  Grove 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the  Sacred-Aires,  a  local  quartet. 
Our  special  building  fund  offering  amounted  to  more  than  $400. 
— Mrs.  Charles  A.  Cage,  Jr.,  Somerset,  Pa.,  Aug.  21. 

Spring  Grove.- — At  an  all-day  meeting  on  June  22  Eld.  Hiram 
Kaylor  of  Elizabethtown  delivered  the  morning  sermon  on  The 
Church.  In  the  afternoon  Bro.  H.  B.  Yoder  of  Lancaster  gave 
a  message  on  Peace.  Bro.  Amos  M.  Martin  spoke  in  the  evening; 
his  theme  was  Responsibility.  On  July  6  our  regular  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
program  was  changed  to  a  hymn  sing  which  was  in  charge  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Roy  Forney  of  East  Petersburg.  Sister  For- 
ney directed  the  congregational  singing,  after  which  Bro.  For- 
ney brought  a  stirring  message  on  Witnessing  for  Christ.  On 
July  26  our  church  met  in  the  regular  council  at  which  Eld.  M.  S. 
Stoner  presided.  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected,  and  the 
church  decided  to  have  our  harvest  meeting  on  Aug.  31  at  2 
P.  M.,  at  the  Kemper  house.  A  revival  meeting  with  evangel- 
ist Eld.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland  will  begin  on  Sept.  28  at  the 
Kemper  house.  Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Oct.  12  at  2  P.  M.  Fol- 
lowing the  council  Eld.  H.  F.  King,  assisted  by  Eld.  George  Wolf, 
installed  Bro.  Clarence  Horst  into  the  ministry. — Noah  W.  Mar- 
tin, Ephrata,  Pa.,  Aug.  16. 

Virginia 

Bethlehem. — Our  women's  group  has  been  busily  engaged  with 
its  various  duties,  and  is  doing  a  fine  piece  of  work.  On  June  7 
the  women  of  our  congregation  sponsored  a  fellowship  supper. 
A  very  interesting  program  was  rendered  with  Mrs.  Pernie  Faw 
from  the  First  church,  Roanoke,  as  our  guest  speaker.  With  100 
mothers  and  daughters  present  the  fellowship  together  was 
greatly  enjoyed.  Mrs.  Faw's  splendid  talk  on  Beauty  'was  the 
climax  of  the  evening.  Our  revival  meeting  took  place  in  July. 
The  first  week  of  our  meeting  was  conducted  by  ministers  from 
our  neighboring  congregations.  This  worked  very  successfully. 
Our  pastor.  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel,  gave  the  messages  the  sec- 
ond week.  The  inspiring  messages  throughout  our  meetings 
were  a  challenge  to  each  of  us.  The  attendance  was  good. 
Eighteen  became  members  by  baptism.  Our  congregation  was 
well  represented  at  a  musical  institute  held  at  Antioch  during 
the  last  week  in  July.  The  attendance  at  church  services  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  has  been  unusually  large.  The  young 
people  are  busy  on  their  units  of  study.  Some  of  them  attended 
both  the  young  people's  and  the  youth  leadership  camps  at 
Bethel.  We  regret  that  our  pastor  is  leaving  us  to  take  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Polo  church,  111. — Virgie  Bowman,  Boone  Mill,  Va., 
Aug.   11. 

Lower  Union  (Locust  Grove). — We  met  at  the  church  on  June 
25  and  cleaned  the  house,  grounds  and  cemetery.  On  June  29 
our  home-coming  was  held.  About  300  people  registered  and 
there  were  a  number  who  did  not.  Dinner  was  served  on  the 
grounds  and  time  was  allowed  for  friends  and  acquaintances  to 
fellowship  together  during  the  lunch  period.  Our  program, 
which  centered  on  the  reunion  of  friends,  consisted  of  music  and 
talks.  Brethren  Paul  Sanger,  Sr.,  and  H.  A.  Via  had  prominent 
places  on  the  morning  program.  Bro.  Sanger  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  some  years  ago  at  this  place.  Sister  Barbara  Via  gave 
a  brief  history  of  our  church  in  this  section  (Albemarle  County). 
This  history  is  the  first  of  its  kind  to  be  compiled  here.  We  are 
in  our  forty-fifth  year  of  work  in  the  Lower  Union  house.  In 
the  afternoon  Bro.  Earl  Flohr  of  Vienna  was  the  main  speaker. 
Our  revival  meeting  was  held  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Zigler  of  Church- 
ville,  Va.,  from  July  7-20,  and  was  followed  by  the  baptizing 
of  seven  new  members.  Bro.  Zigler  conducted  an  inspiring 
meeting  which  gave  us  a  spiritual  revival  within  the  church.  We 
feel  that  his  labor  among  us  will  reap  a  harvest  worthy  of  his 
efforts.     One  of  our  ministers,  Bro.  J.  W.  Via,  attended  the  An- 
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nual  Conference  at  La  Verne  and  represented  us  there.  He 
brought  back  a  wonderful  report  which  he  gave  at  the  young 
people's  meeting.  Five  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp 
Bethel  this  year  and  brought  back  new  inspiration  to  their 
group.  Brethren  Mack  Via  and  Gabe  Maupin  and  Sisters  Angie 
Via  and  Mary  Garrison  have  been  appointed  as  delegates  to  our 
district  conference  which  will  be  held  at  Nokesville,  Aug.  13-15. 
It  has  been  decided  to  have  our  fall  communion  service  on  Sept. 
7,  so  that  our  young  people  who  are  going  away  to  school  may 
have  the'  opportunity  to  attend. — Ethel  Via  Kindrick,  Free  Union, 
Va.,  Aug.  11. 

West  Virginia 

Valley  River. — On  Mother's  Day  the  Sunday  school  gave  red 
and  white  carnations  to  all  who  attended;  a  special  service  was 
rendered  during  the  worship  hour  of  the  morning,  and  in  the 
evening  the  pastor,  Bro.  Robert  L.  Byrd,  preached  a  very  im- 
pressive sermon.  On  June  8  Bro.  Byrd  and  L.  H.  Arbogast,  ex- 
soldier  of  the  World  War,  presented  the  playlet,  The  Unknown 
Soldier.  This  was  also  given  at  the  Shiloh  church  on  June  28. 
Any  group  wishing  to  bring  before  the  people  the  horror  of  war 
would  do  well  to  have  this  playlet  given.  On  June  15  the  wom- 
en's work  sponsored  a  temperance  play,  The  New  Mrs.  Atwood. 
This  service  was  well  attended  and  contained  a  lesson  for  ev- 
eryone. Sons  of  Bro.  L.  C.  Myers  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  rendered 
special  music  during  the  service.  On  June  22  Bro.  E.  Z.  Ed- 
worthy  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  state  president  of  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education,  brought  to  us  a  motion  picture 
showing  stirring  events  in  the  life  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  July  6-20 
our  evangelistic  meeting  was  held;  Brother  and  Sister  John  B. 
Grimley  of  Chicago  brought  a  Spirit-filled  message  each  evening. 
As  a  result  five  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  the 
membership  feels  that  it  has  been  much  strengthened.  July  7-18 
our  vacation  Bible  school  was  conducted;  all  churches  of  the 
town  participated  in  this  effort.  The  enrollment  was  eighty-five 
with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty-four.  On  July  13  the  district 
Sunday-school  convention  was  held  in  our  church.  This  was  a 
mountaintop  experience  for  all  who  attended.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Norman  Seese  of  the  Petersburg  church  were  guest  speakers. 
The  Shulls  and  Grimleys,  who  are  spending  the  summer  in  this 
district,  also  appeared  on  the  program.  The  women  of  the 
church  served  lunch  to  nearly  300  persons  at  the  noon  hour.  On 
July  15  the  junior  aid  served  their  first  public  supper.  They 
report  a  very  profitable  time;  part  of  the  proceeds  was  used  to 


help  pay  the  expenses  of  six  of  their  number  who  attended 
Camp  Hope.  July  27  Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  a  missionary  to 
China,  spoke  in  our  church;  her  message  was  very  inspiring  and 
enlightening.  Now  China  seems  just  a  little  nearer  and  our 
peace  cups  fill  a  little  faster.  From  July  28  to  August  2  twenty - 
seven  of  our  youth  and  adults  attended  Camp  Hope. — Ermina 
Miller,  Junior,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  11. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


General  Mission.  Board 
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GOOD  READING 


"What  we  read  affects  our  character.  In  this  day  of  mass- 
production  of  trashy  books  and  magazines  it  is  easy  to  read  one- 
self out  of  the  Church  and  away  from  Christ.  Christian  literature 
is  the  barrier  against  the  idols  of  smut  and  license  which  rule  so 
many  printed  pages.  Let  us  make  that  barrier  strong  enough  to 
protect  the  abiding  spiritual  values  which  built  the  character  of 
our  fathers  and  which  must  build  ours  also." — Author  unknown. 

The  above  statement  expresses  our  viewpoint  exactly.  Some 
people  have  more  time  to  read  than  others;  therefore  some  homes 
will  want  more  reading  materials  than  others.  May  we  offer 
some  suggestions? 

We  can  supply: 

1.  Bibles  for  all  ages,  with  various  types  of  bindings  and  helps. 

2.  Good  Books  from  many  publishers. 

3.  Magazines 

(a)  The  Gospel  Messenger. 

(b)  Sunday-school  story  papers. 

(c)  Other  worth-while  and  wholesome  magazines  of  interest 
to  parents,  ministers,  teachers  and  children. 

(d)  Professional  or  technical. 

Let  us  help  you  pick  out  the  best  and  leave  the  rest. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 


Gospel  Messenger 


THE  CLOVERDALE   CHURCH   OF   THE   BRETHREN 
(See  Page   17  for  Descriptive  Note) 


Volume  90 

Editorial — 

Around  the  World  (E.   B.)    

Resignation   or   Co-operation   (E.   F.) 
Three  Tests  of  an  Ideal  (H.  A.  B.)  . 
When  Counting  Presses  (H.  A.  B.) 
The  New  Order  Is  Coming  (E.  F.)   . 

Roots  Do  Help  (H.  A.  B.)  

Kingdom    Gleanings     


(>ebtemb 


embei 


2 
3 

3 

4 
4 
4 
16,  17 


The   General   Forum — 

I  Will  Watch.     By  Lucile  Long   5 

Guidance   for  Youth. — No.   2,   Types   of   Guidance. 
By  H.   A.   Humphreys    6 

A  Plea  for  the  College  to  Take  Care  of  the  Com- 
ing Crisis.     By  F.  H.  Crumpacker 7 

Why  Not  Moderation  in  Beverage  Alcohol? 

By  Anna  Thomas  Edmonson    8 

Aften  Ten  Years.— Part  Three   8 

Stewardship  Nuggets.     By  Howard  H.  Keim,  Jr.  . .   9 


20,  1^1  Number  38 

Our  Mission  Work — 

The  Sinking  of  the  Zamzam. 

By  Sylvia  M.  Oiness,  R.  N 10 

Missionary    Society    Program    for    October. 

By  Esther  E.  Beahm    10 

What   to   Pray  For    11 

Brethren  Service  Committee  News:  Civilian  Public 
Service;  For  Your  Information;  Civilian  Public 
Service  News;  Clothing  Section  News;  Peace 
News     12,  13 

Home  and  Family — 

The  Sacrifice  of  Children.     By  Ada  Thompson  Hoy  14 
Things  That  Count  (Verse).     By  Elma  Emswiler   ..14 

Criminals  in  Our  Midst.     By  Lula  R.  Tinkle   15 

Small  Circles.     By  H.  Migan  15 

The  Church  at  Work — 

Planning  for  Intermediates;  Intermediate  Work 
Brings  Many  Satisfactions;  The  Most  Successful 
Leaders;  Well  Qualified  Leaders;  Areas  in 
Which  Intermediate  Leaders  Should  Be  Inter- 
ested; Curriculum  and  Program  Helps;  Interme- 
diates at  Annual  Conference;  Something  to 
Share;  The  Truth  About  Alcohol;  How  to  Im- 
prove the  Leaders  of  the  Church  School  ....18-20 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— September  20,  1941 


Around 
theWorld 


********* 

The  average  life  span  of  white 
persons  in  the  United  States  is  now 
62.5  years,  an  increase  of  3.3  years 
over  the  previous  decade. 

In  32  mountain  counties  in  Ken- 
tucky only  eighteen  per  cent  of  the 
people  are  professing  Christians, 
while  in  five  of  these  thirty-two 
counties,  less  than  ten  per  cent  are 
Christians. 

At  the  closing  session  of  a  three- 
day  conclave  of  Agudath  Israel  an 
appeal  was  made  to  President 
Roosevelt  urging  that  at  the  post- 
war peace  conferences  a  plank  out- 
lawing anti-Semitism  be  written  in- 
to any  international  agreements. 

Citizens  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  under 
proclamation  of  the  mayor,  must 
stop  work  at  10  a.  m.  for  15  con- 
secutive days  for  prayers  to  God 
"that  we  live  in  America."  Church 
bells  of  the  city  toll  the  hour  to  re- 
mind citizens  of  the  time  to  pray. 

The  Paris  depot  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  is  still  open. 
It  had  been  assumed  that  the  work 
had  closed  down  when  the  city  fell 
into  German  hands  and  that  the 
superintendent  and  his  assistant  had 
been  taken  to  a  concentration  camp. 

The    Church    of    the    Nazarene    of 

"Wisconsin  at  its  recent  annual  meet- 
ing adopted  a  resolution  urging 
members  of  the  church  to  boycott 
stores  handling  intoxicating  bever- 
ages. A  drive  is  also  being  planned 
against  indecent  literature  and  mov- 
ies. 

The  Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting 
Association  has  launched  a  three- 
year  campaign  to  raise  $150,000,  it 
has  been  announced  by  Dr.  George 
W.  Henson,  president  of  the  camp 
meeting  association.  It  is  revealed 
that  the  association  is  $50,000  in 
debt,  and  numerous  improvements 
are  necessary.  The  closed  Sunday 
will  be  continued. 


Following  are  some  typical 
projects  initiated  and  supervised 
by  the  International  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education  and  carried  out 
in  cities  and  states  by  laymen 
working  through  groups  of  church- 
es and  interdenominational  coun- 
cils. 

At  Springfield,  Mo.,  14,000  boys 
and  girls  are  in  all-year-round 
programs  of  worth-while  "enter- 
prise clubs"  and  youth  centers. 
The  number  of  delinquents  has 
steadily  decreased  from  503  in 
1938,  when  the  program  was 
started,  to  less  than  thirty-five  in 
the  first  three  months  of  1941. 


In  New  Jersey,  summer  projects 
in  neglected  areas  were  organized 
by  Christian  laymen  and  lay 
women  for  vacation  time  in  ap- 
proximately seventy  centers  and 
reached  over  6,000  children  with 
attractive,  well-planned  Christian 
education  programs.  The  church- 
es of  the  communities  and  the 
character  building  agencies  co- 
operated and  the  follow  up  will 
bring  many  of  the  boys  and  girls 
and  their  families  into  definite  re- 
lationship with  the  churches  of  all 
denominations. 

At  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  The  Uni- 
versity of  Life,  a  Sunday  evening 
program  for  youth,  is  reaching 
1,000  high  school,  college  and 
business  young  people.  Hundreds 
not  previously  related  to  the 
church  are  active  in  the  program. 
Three  church  buildings  are  being 
used  simultaneously,  and  dozens 
of  young  people  have  joined  the 
sponsoring  churches.  This  same 
program  is  to  be  found  in  many 
centers  in  twenty  states  where  it 
has  taken  root  since  the  first  Uni- 
versity of  Life  was  organized  in 
1934  at  Hennepin  Avenue  Meth- 
odist Church,  Minneapolis. 


The  premises  of  the  bindery  for 
the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety in  London  have  been  almost 
destroyed  through  enemy  action. 
Most  of  the  machinery  and  a  stock 
of  Bibles  to  the  value  of  £20,000 
were  lost. 

The  churches  of  Russia  still  live  in 
exile  and  by  the  hearthstones  of 
Russian  homes.  Churchmen  in  Fin- 
land were  surprised  at  the  large 
number  of  Russian  prisoners  who 
said  grace  at  meals  and  asked  for 
prayer  in  the  hospitals. 

At     the     closing     session     of     the 

United  Brethren  conference  an  act 
was  passed  approving  the  federation 
of  the  Trinity  Evangelical  and 
United  Brethren  churches  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  until  the  national  merger 
between  the  two  bodies  can  be  com- 
pleted and  in  full  effect. 

Four  working  aims  of  the  Catholic 
Rural  Life  Conference  of  America 
are:  (1)  to  care  for  the  underprivi- 
leged Catholics  living  on  the  land; 
(2)  to  keep  on  the  land  Catholics 
who  are  now  on  the  land;  (3)  to 
settle  more  Catholics  on  the  land; 
(4)  to  convert  the  non-Catholics  on 
the  land. 


Seventy-five  selected  pastors  from 
the  Syracuse,  New  York,  area  of  the 
Methodist  Church  will  be  given 
training  in  religious  salesmanship 
preparatory  to  their  part  in  a  na- 
tional movement  to  win  1,000,000 
new  members  to  the  church  and  to 
reclaim  another  1,000,000  inactive 
members. 

A  statistician  in  the  Idaho  depart- 
ment of  law  enforcement  has  figured 
out  that  while  Great  Britain's  air 
raid  casualties  from  Jan.  1,  1940  to 
June  30,  1941,  totaled  41,900  killed 
and  52,678  hospitalized,  peace-time 
traffic  accidents  for  the  same  eight- 
een-month period  in  the  United 
States  cost  51,760  persons  killed  and 
more  than  1,500,000  injured. 

Muriel  Lester,  has  been  "detained" 
at  Trinidad  by  the  British  authorities 
following  a  four-month  trip  through 
the  South  American  countries  in  the 
interests  of  the  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation. According  to  Miss  Lester's 
associate,  Miss  Margaret  Campbell, 
Miss  Lester  was  removed  from  her 
ship  following  an  exhaustive  but 
courteous  investigation  during  the 
course  of  which  a  partially  com- 
pleted manuscript  was  seized  along 
with  numerous  pieces  of  literature. 
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Resignation  or  Co-operation 

As  the  end  of  life  drew  near  for  Franklin  K. 
Lane,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  President  Wil- 
son, a  friend  asked  him  how  he  felt  about  it.  He 
said,  "I  accept  the  universe."  That  was  certainly 
a  wise  thing  for  him  to  do,  but  how  much  did  he 
mean  by  it?  Was  he  merely  resigned  to  the  in- 
evitable or  had  he  found  the  universe  good?  Did 
he  accept  it  regretfully  or  gladly?  Had  he  learned 
to  "take  it,"  just  that,  or  was  he  co-operating  with 
it? 

There  is  a  difference.  There  is  nobility  in  the 
first,  but  much  more  in  the  second.  The  latter 
choice  implies  a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  universe.  It  signifies  closer  application  to  the 
problem  of  living.  It  tells  of  the  discovery  that 
the  universe  operates  in  accord  with  laws  in  the 
keeping  of  which  there  is  great  reward.  Happy 
indeed  is  the  man  who  wholeheartedly  accepts  the 
universe. 

Such  a  man  knows  also  what  it  means  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ,  an  act  and  attitude  about  which  there 
is  so  much  loose  talk.  To  accept  him  is  a  much 
bigger  thing  than  to  admit  that  he  is  the  Savior  of 
the  world,  or  to  agree  to  any  number  of  important 
facts  about  him.  It  is  to  co-operate  with  him  in 
trying  to  get  done  what  he  wants  done  in  this 
world.  It  is  to  join  hands  and  heart  with  him  in 
the  closest  of  all  intimacies,  the  complete  sharing 
of  thought,  desire  and  will. 

"Thy  will  be  done,"  to  recall  a  phrase  in  the 
prayer  that  Jesus  taught  his  followers  and  in  his 
own  Gethsemane  prayer,  is  resignation,  yes,  but 
it  is  so  much  more  than  that.  It  is  not  mere  will- 
ingness, consent,  that  God's  will  be  done.  It  is  all- 
consuming  desire  to  have  it  done,  and  that  means 
the  commanding  of  every  resource  of  your  being 
to  help  get  it  done. 

Is  there  any  such  resource  of  time,  talent, 
money,  faith,  anything,  that  you  have  left  unused? 
Are  we  resigned  only  to  the  will  of  God  or  are  we 
workers  together  with  him?  e.  f. 


Three  Tests  of  An  Ideal 

Will  it  work,  does  it  challenge,  is  it  true?  These 
are  three  convenient  tests  to  apply  to  an  ideal.  Of 
course,  it  must  be  remembered  that  an  ideal  is  an 
ideal,  that  immediate  practicality  is  not  the  whole 
thing.  Yet,  in  the  long  run,  the  ideal  is  also  the 
practical. 

The  second  test  is  that  an  ideal  should  get  a  rise 
out  of  those  who  hear  about  it.  It  must  inspire. 
How  else  can  there  be  generated  the  faith  which 
gives  substance  to  that  which  is  hoped  for?  Fi- 
nally, an  ideal  must  be  true.  It  must  not  be  some- 
thing of  the  pain-killer  type,  or  giving  temporary 
relief  but  failing  to  touch  the  real  problem.  Ideals 
must  lead  in  the  way  that  man's  best  light  indi- 
cates is  the  direction  to  go.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
ask  about  every  ideal:  Is  it  practical,  does  it  in- 
spire, and  is  it  authentic  or  true? 

There  are  those  who  are  saying  that  the  first  of 
these  should  be  reapplied  to  the  ideal  of  brother- 
hood. But  if  this  is  done,  one  should  remember 
there  are  other  tests  than  that  of  seeming  prac- 
ticality in  the  immediate  situation.  And  yet,  since 
this  issue  is  raised,  it  may  be  in  place  to  offer  a 
few  comments. 

For  example,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
techniques  of  goodwill  are  not  exactly  the  results 
of  armchair  living.  They  were  evolved  in  situa- 
tions in  which  nothing  remained  but  to  hope  and 
pray  for  the  better  time,  while  as  good  as  crushed 
under  the  burden  of  customs  or  some  other  form 
of  tyranny. 

Take  the  history  of  relations  as  between  men 
and  women.  Through  the  centuries  profound 
changes  have  been  registered.  Once  the  relation 
was  essentially  that  of  master  and  slave.  Today 
in  civilized  lands  men  and  women  live  on  a  plane 
of  equality  between  persons  with  intrinsic  differ- 
ences. Many  of  those  who  read  these  lines  can 
recall  when  the  vote  was  given  to  American  wom- 
en. But  how  was  women's  suffrage  achieved?  Was 
it  by  an  army  of  Amazons  killing  off  the  males? 
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The  improvement  which  has  come  in  family  life, 
and  particularly  in  the  status  of  women,  children 
and  the  handicapped  has  come  through  patience 
and  persuasion,  rather  than  a  war  to  establish  the 
rights  of  the  underprivileged. 

In  the  political  field  the  idea  of  overcoming 
through  patience  was  developed  by  a  people  who 
lived  between  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  The  He- 
brews were  numerically  weak  and  their  country 
the  land  bridge  connecting  the  continents  of  the 
ancient  world.  Armies  shuttled  back  and  forth 
across  their  little  land  until  their  kingdoms  were 
destroyed  and  the  best  of  their  people  carried  into 
captivity.  It  was  this  people  who  gave  to  the 
world  the  idea  of  living  by  faith,  and  the  Teacher 
who  both  taught  and  lived  the  way  of  love  to  the 
uttermost. 

If  the  question  of  practicality  is  raised,  then  that 
which  represents  the  last  resort,  the  ultimately 
useful  after  all  else  has  failed,  can  hardly  be  open 
to  the  charge  of  impracticality.  It  would  seem 
that  the  fault  is  not  with  the  ideal,  but  rather  in 
some  deficiency  of  faith,  stamina,  or  ingeniousness 
on  the  part  of  man. 

Of  course,  it  must  be  remembered  that  those 
who  advocate  the  way  of  brotherhood  and  good- 
will are  not  necessarily  proposing  something 
which  will  be  easier.  Rather,  it  is  that  they  think 
goodwill  is  better.  And  certainly  it  is  something 
which  has  challenged  men  from  the  days  of  the 
prophets  until  now.  No  thinking  person  is  satis- 
fied with  present  procedures.  In  the  direction  of 
brotherhood  is  the  way  we  should  go.  Thus  the 
second  and  third  tests  for  an  ideal  are  passed  eas- 
ily. It  is  at  the  point  of  practicality  that  there  is 
a  difference  of  opinion. 

Perhaps  there  will  always  be  differences  of 
opinion.  But  who  will  dispute  that  the  way  of 
goodwill  is  ultimately  true  and  right,  that  it  in- 
spires one  to  think  what  this  world  might  be!  But 
can  the  better  way  be  realized?  Never  unless  we 
work  at  it.  Never  unless  we  pay  the  price.  Which 
means  that,  as  always,  men  of  goodwill  must 
strive  to  outthink,  outlive  and  outdie  those  who 
would  be  content  with  a  short  cut.  In  this  spirit 
we  undertake  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps, 
and  on  this  level  of  sacrifice  alone  can  we  hope  to 
succeed.  h.  a.  b. 

When  Counting  Presses 

A  printed  statement  regarding  the  number  of 
presses  in  use  at  the  House  was  called  in  question. 
There  it  was  in  black  and  white — "fifteen  presses." 
But  the  questioner  could  think  of  but  thirteen. 
Should  a  new  line  be  set,  a  press  be  stopped,  and 
an  expensive  correction  put  in? 


At  the  point  of  ordering  a  correction  made,  the 
telephone  tingled  again.  It  seemed  there  were 
fifteen  presses  after  all.  Two  machines  in  the 
third  floor  bindery  used  to  print  book  cover  backs 
had  been  overlooked  in  the  count.  Perhaps  even 
another  press  could  be  found  in  a  pinch. 

This  all  raised  the  question  of  just  how  easily 
one  should  be  satisfied  when  exact  information 
can  be  had.  Did  it  really  matter  whether  the 
presses  numbered  thirteen  or  sixteen?  Think  it 
over  and  see  if  you  would  rather  have  just  an  ap- 
proximation or  the  exact  figure.  h.  a.  b. 

The  New  Order  Is  Coming 

There  is  a  man  in  Europe  who  is  establishing  a 
new  order,  so  he  says.  You  may  have  heard  of  it, 
for  he  is  inviting  all  the  nations  of  the  world  to 
join  him  in  this  noble  (?)  enterprise.  He  has  his 
own  way  of  bringing  it  to  pass. 

He  is  not  the  first  to  think  of  such  a  thing.  In 
fact,  it  would  seem  that  the  need  of  a  new  order  is 
universally  recognized  and  has  been  for  ages  past. 
The  most  troublesome  factor  in  the  problem  is  the 
sharp  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  best  way  to 
get  the  new  order  going.  One  view  would  build  it 
on  force,  the  other  on  goodwill.  One  would  de- 
pend wholly  on  the  might  of  man;  the  other  would 
use  man's  weakness  in  enlisting  the  power  of  God. 

The  first  method  has  seen  great  empires  come 
and  go  and  others  are  on  the  way.  Doesn't  it  seem 
strange  that  with  all  this  experience  to  learn 
from,  when  the  two  great  national  leaders  met  on 
the  high  seas  to  plan  the  new  order,  they  forgot 
the  most  essential  thing?  Maybe  it  wasn't  so 
strange,  though,  for  it  did  seem  awkward  when 
one  of  them  tried  to  get  it  in  afterward.  It  did  not 
fit  well  at  all. 

Yes,  there  is  going  to  be  a  new  order,  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth  wherein  justice  will 
dwell,  peace  with  God  and  goodwill  among  men. 
It  cannot  come  as  long  as  we  try  to  build  it  out  of 
hate  and  guns.  e.  f. 

Roots  Do  Help 

Reporting  on  a  study  of  morale  among  539  un- 
employed men  in  1934,  Prof.  Goodwin  Watson  of 
Columbia  University  found  that  a  life  with  a  tap- 
root of  conviction  and  supporting  branches  reach- 
ing out  into  various  useful  fields  stands  up  best 
under  hard  economic  weather. 

Specifically  his  report  shows  that  "married  men 
can  stand  economic  stress  [unemployment]  better 
than  bachelors,  and  religious  persons  better  than 
agnostics.  Teachers,  writers,  salesmen,  and  execu- 
tives also  were  found  better  able  to  withstand  pri- 
vation." H.  A.  B. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


BY   LUCILE   LONG 

"I  will  stand  upon  my  watch,  and  set  me  upon  the 
tower,  and  will  watch  to  see  what  he  will  say  unto 
me"  (Hab.  2:1). 

No  doubt  there  is  much  in  the  short  book  of 
Habakkuk  to  puzzle  the  average  reader.  But  the 
little  portion  quoted  above  is  not  puzzling.  It  is  a 
perfectly  clear  picture  of  a  certain  kind  of  man. 
Bewildered  and  perplexed,  he  goes  up  to  a  high 
place  and  waits  and  watches  for  an  answer  to  his 
problem. 

There  is  no  point  to  be  gained  by  arguing  that 
life  cannot  be  lived  in  a  watch  tower.  We  all 
know  that.  It  must  be  lived  down  on  the  earth 
where  men  struggle  and  fight  life's  battles.  But 
there  may  be  some  point  in  suggesting  that  no  life 
is  lived  well  without  moments  of  elevation  and 
quiet.  Nothing  distinguishes  more  clearly  cer- 
tain people  who  move  steadily  in  spite  of  amazing 
difficulties  toward  a  certain  goal,  and  others  who 
spend  their  time  rushing  about  and  getting  no- 
where, than  this  sense  of  direction,  of  inward 
poise.  How  do  these  people  in  the  first  group 
know  when  to  wait,  when  to  advance,  when  even 
to  retire?  What  gives  them  this  sense  of  inevita- 
bility? May  it  be  that  they  have  learned  to  imi- 
tate Habakkuk — that  they  know  how  to  wait,  to 
watch,  to  listen? 

The  extreme  busyness  of  our  lives  may  well 
prove  after  all  to  be  our  greatest  weakness.  We 
have  no  time  for  quiet  and  reflection,  and  so  we 
are  not  quite  sure  where  we  are  going  or  what  we 
want  to  do.  But  we  are  sure  something  must  be 
done,  and  therefore  we  keep  on  hurrying.  It  is 
really  quite  idiotic.  Yet  who  of  us — minister  with 
sermons  to  prepare,  committee  meetings  to  attend, 
calls  to  make,  church  business  to  transact;  teacher 
with  lessons  to  prepare,  papers  to  grade,  programs 
to  supervise,  personal  conferences  to  arrange  for; 
housewife  with  meals  to  get,  babies  to  feed,  club 


meetings  to  attend,  sewing  to  finish — who  of  us 
has  the  courage  to  go  up  into  his  watch  tower  and 
sit  down  and  wait? 

One  of  my  vividest  memories  of  the  short  boat 
trip  from  Asbury  Park  to  New  York  is  that  of  see- 
ing the  bell  buoys.  A  beaming  Negro  porter  who 
was  escorting  two  of  us  around  the  boat  nodded 
when  I  first  looked  across  the  water  and  ex- 
claimed, "Oh,  bell  buoys!"  Then  he  explained 
that  these  had  lights,  and  that  ordinarily  the  cap- 
tain could  steer  his  vessel  by  watching  for  their 
winking.  But,  he  went  on,  sometimes  it  was  so 
foggy  or  stormy  that  the  lights  were  not  visible. 
Then  the  captain  shut  off  the  engines  completely, 
and  while  the  boat  made  no  progress  at  all,  he  lis- 
tened until  the  sound  of  the  bells  told  him  where 
he  was.  What  a  waste  of  time,  someone  might 
say.  But  we  know  full  well  that  only  the  com- 
pletely stupid  person  would  say  so.  What  is  the 
value  of  full  steam  ahead  if  the  captain  does  not 
know  his  course? 

And  what  is  the  value  of  much  of  our  full  steam 
ahead?  Habakkuk's  policy  is  not  unusual  in  the 
Bible.  "Shall  I  go  up?"  asked  David.  And  the  re- 
ply was,  "And  let  it  be,  when  thou  hearest  the 
sound  of  a  going  in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  trees, 
that  then  thou  shalt  bestir  thyself:  for  then  shall 
the  Lord  go  out  before  thee,  to  smite  the  host  of  the 
Philistines."  Said  Moses,  "Now  therefore,  I  pray 
thee,  if  I  have  found  grace  in  thy  sight,  shew  me 
now  thy  way,  that  I  may  know  thee."  And  only 
after  he  heard  the  Lord's  promise,  "My  presence 
shall  go  with  thee,  and  I  will  give  thee  rest,"  was 
he  satisfied  to  undertake  his  journey. 

Suppose  we  undertook  no  activity  until  there 
was  a  sound  of  going  in  the  mulberry  trees?  Sup- 
pose we  entered  into  no  petty  fight  to  get  even 
with  an  acquaintance,  undertook  no  new  enter- 
prise to  get  money  for  the  church  carpet,  dabbled 
in  no  campus  or  community  gossip  or  underground 
movement  until  the  Lord  promised  to  go  with  us? 
Suppose  we  settled  no  argument  by  our  clever 
tongue,  hung  no  new  curtains  because  of  the  last 
lecture  on  interior  decoration,  administered  no 
questionnaire  to  determine  the  frequency  of  it's 
for  its  in  freshman  themes  until  we  were  sure  that 
we  would  know  the  rest  of  the  Lord  in  so  doing? 
What  might  we  not  do  if  we  used  our  energy  and 
our  abilities  only  in  seeking  to  accomplish  the 
things  that  the  captain  of  our  souls  wants  done? 
We  might  well  do  the  very  things  we  are  now  en- 
gaged in,  but  with  a  difference.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  we  might  often  be  differently  em- 
ployed! 

"Come  ye  yourselves  apart  into  a  desert  place," 
says  Christ,  "and  rest  a  while."    Why?    Because 
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another  part  of  Habakkuk's  story  is  unmistakable 
in  its  meaning,  whatever  the  difficulties  of  his  vi- 
sion; it  has  been  proved  true  over  and  over  again 
in  human  experience.  "And  the  Lord  answered 
me."  Never  mind  now  asking  hard  questions 
about  how  that  answer  comes.  Just  recognize  that 
Habakkuk  and  David  and  Moses  and  a  host  of 
Christians  in  these  latter  days  have  heard  their 
answers  when  they  went  up  into  their  towers  to 
watch.  Just  remember  what  many  a  man  knows 
— that  this  listening  in  time  of  storm  for  the  bell 
that  gives  direction  has  saved  ships  from  flounder- 
ing and  shipwreck. 

"I  will  watch  to  see  what  he  will  say  unto  me." 
It  is  a  good  resolution  for  the  Christian. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Guidance  for  Youth 


BY  H.  A.  HUMPHREYS 

II.  Types  of  Guidance 

"In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall 
direct  thy  paths"  (Prov.  3:6). 

Guidance  is  a  unitary  function  of  education,  the 
nature  of  which  is  an  educational  service  to  pre- 
pare the  individual  to  make  intelligent  choices  be- 
fore he  needs  to  make  them. 

Guidance  is  concerned  primarily  with  the  se- 
lection of  habits  and  skills  to  be  developed  and 
not  with  the  formation  of  habits.  Guidance,  like 
education,  is  unitary;  but  it  is  helpful  to  single  out 
now  one  phase,  now  another  for  special  considera- 
tion. We  may  group  the  major  activities  of  hu- 
man beings  under  four  heads:  home  member- 
ship, citizenship,  leisure  time  and  vocation.  In  or- 
der to  attain  these,  three  other  objectives  must  be 
realized — health,  command  of  the  fundamental 
processes,  ethical  character.  While  these  do  not 
cover  all  human  activities,  they  are  sufficiently 
inclusive  for  our  purpose.  We  can  properly  speak 
of  the  organization  of  education  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  attain  a  certain  objective  as  that  type  of 
education.  We  can  distinguish  guidance  also  in 
the  same  way.  For  example,  when  individuals 
are  diagnosed  and  character  needs  are  analyzed 
and  the  effort  is  made  to  have  the  individual  se- 
lect habits  and  attitudes  that  he  will  form  and  de- 
velop, and  choose  character  qualities  that  will  en- 
able him  to  be  the  most  to  society  and  to  himself, 
that  is  "character  guidance." 

Health  may  be  considered  as  the  first  type  of 
guidance.  It  is  fundamental,  essential  alike  to  the 
happiness  and  efficiency  of  the  individual  and  to 
the  virility  and  perpetuation  of  the  race.  It  is  hot 
enough  that  the  child  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  rules  of  hygiene,  not  even  that  he  be  induced 


to  perform  certain  health  practices;  he  must  be 
made  to  feel  his  personal  responsibility  to  keep 
himself  physically  fit  to  do  his  share  in  the  world's 
work;  he  must  be  led  to  see  that  he  should  avail 
himself  of  every  means  for  improving  his  phys- 
ical well-being,  even  to  spending  his  recreational 
hours  in  a  way  conducive  to  attainments  of  this 
end.  To  bring  young  people  to  this  viewpoint,  the 
churches  and  the  schools  must  obviously  give  not 
only  training,  but  also  skilled  guidance. 

That  type  of  guidance  which  we  may  call  edu- 
cational involves:  aiding  youth  to  choose  sub- 
jects; securing  special  schedules  when  needed; 
providing  opportunity  for  expression  by  oral  and 
written  composition,  debates,  dramatization,  round 
table  discussions,  grade  forums,  clubs,  guidance 
publicity  bulletin  boards,  short  speeches,  maga- 
zine editorials,  and  personal  guidance  talks. 

The  third  type  of  guidance  which  should  focus 
in  the  training  of  adolescents  for  democracy  is 
worthy  home  membership.  Entrants  into  the 
church  should  be  cordially  welcomed  into  active 
membership,  assigned  to  the  friendly  care  and 
guidance  of  competent  advisers,  instructed  regard- 
ing the  personal  responsibilities  devolving  upon 
each  in  a  democracy,  and  kept  busily  engaged  in 
living  up  to  their  best  in  both  work  and  conduct 
and  in  the  giving  of  their  best  for  corporate  wel- 
fare; since,  to  be  socially  efficient;  the  individual 
must  not  be  simply  good,  but  good  for  something, 
not  a  passing  recipient  of  what  is  offered,  but  an 
active  co-worker.  From  the  day  the  individual  is 
admitted  into  the  church,  he  should  be  made  to 
feel  that  he  is  a  vital  factor  in  its  life  and  should 
function  in  its  activities.  This  sentiment  should 
grow  and  remain  with  him  through  his  entire  ca- 
reer. 

In  order  that  vocation,  the  fourth  type  of  guid- 
ance, may  be  attained  by  the  youth  of  today,  ade- 
quate provision  for  vocational  training  under 
guidance  should  obtain.  Such  opportunities  add 
to  the  holding  power  of  the  church,  conserve  en- 
ergy, bridge  the  gap  between  the  work  and  the 
workers,  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  add  materially  to  his  efficiency  as  a 
unit  of  the  state  and  nation.  It  is  essential  to  the 
well-being  of  youth,  however,  that  education  place 
the  right  interpretation  on  the  term  "vocational 
guidance"  and  see  it  in  its  proper  relation  to  other 
forms  of  needed  guidance. 

That  type  of  guidance  which  is  called  civic  in- 
volves: subject  matter,  co-operation  of  allied 
clubs,  and  participation  in  community  projects. 

To  secure  the  interest  and  active  participation, 
and  to  effect  the  best  individual  progress,  subject 
matter  should  be  presented  in  various  ways,  ar- 
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ticulated  with  the  work  in  oral  and  written  com- 
position, and  enunciated  through  debates,  drama- 
tizations, students'  round  tables,  short  speeches, 
project  problems,  and  all  other  types  of  classroom 
or  grade  forum  teaching. 

In  the  co-operation  of  allied  clubs,  the  officers 
will  prove  most  valuable  allies.  They  can  be 
counted  on  to  give  effective  aid  in  securing  the 
following  desirable  objectives  leading  toward  the 
American  ideal  of  citizenship:  (1)  swaying  pub- 
lic opinion  toward  higher  and  higher  moral  stand- 
ards; (2)  securing  just  and  equitable  legislation 
for  and  by  the  church  and  student  bodies;  (3) 
causing  laws  to  be  recognized  as  a  safeguard  for 
liberty  rather  than  a  restriction  on  freedom;  and 
(4)  securing  willing  obedience  to  law  and  regu- 
lations. 

To  help  make  the  individual  social-minded,  he 
should  be  encouraged  to  become  interested  in  and 
to  participate  in  community  plays,  social  events, 
health  clinics,  clean-up  week,  various  other  sani- 
tation projects,  local  government,  government  of- 
ficials, and  any  local  project  that  is  of  a  com- 
munity nature. 

Guidance  in  the  worthy  use  of  leisure,  the  sixth 
type  of  guidance,  has  both  an  immediate  and  a  de- 
ferred value.  Its  immediate  value  is  that  it  aids 
in  the  formation  of  wholesome  habits  in  youth  for 
the  employment  of  leisure  time.  Its  deferred 
value  is  that  it  provides  pursuits  or  amusements 
which  may  worthily  engage  adult  attention  out- 
side of  working  hours,  thereby  making  for  com- 
plete living  and  minimizing  discontent  and  the 
temptation  to  crime. 

The  ultimate  aim  of  all  guidance,  which  is  also 
our  seventh  type,  should  be  the  development  of 
character.  The  ideals  placed  before  the  youth 
must  be  worthy  ones  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
•church  to  help  them  attain  these  ideals  by  awak- 
ening them  to  the  motives  underlying  worthy  ac- 
tions, by  fostering  and  strengthening  right  im- 
pulses, and  by  affording  opportunities  to  form  eth- 
ical habits  through  conscious  repetition  of  moral 
acts.  Intelligence,  habits,  ideals,  all  three  are  re- 
quired. Without  habits,  ideals  degenerate  into 
sentimentalism;  without  moral  understanding  and 
ideals,  habits  become  dead  routine,  incapable  of 
growth  into  new  and  better  ambitions.  Any  one 
of  these  without  the  other  two  will  leave  impor- 
tant aspects  lacking.     If  then,  the  church  is  to 

How  True,  Today 

"To  look  around  is  to  be  distressed, 
To  look  within  is  to  be  depressed, 
To  look  to  him  is  to  be  blessed." 


function  as  a  moral  laboratory,  it  must,  in  its  gov- 
ernment, instruction,  and  activities  unceasingly 
stress  moral  values  and  should  employ  every 
agency  at  its  command  in  the  work  of  establishing 
high  moral  standards  and  translating  them  into 
conduct. 

We  must  conclude,  therefore,  that  guidance 
(that  unitary  function  of  education,  the  nature  of 
which  is  an  educational  service  to  prepare  youth 
to  make  intelligent  choices  before  he  needs  to 
make  them)  permeates  the  very  fabric  of  educa- 
tion in  all  the  major  fields  of  life. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


A  Plea  for  the  Colleges  to  Take  Care  of 
the  Coming  Crisis 

BY  F.  H.  CRUMPACKER 

Premise:  Nations  and  individuals  arrive  at  con- 
clusions in  their  thinking  after  a  period  of  train- 
ing and  education. 

Folks  across  the  country  are  fearing  that  we  are 
not  far  from  a  catastrophe  in  economics  and  in 
general  living  conditions. 

My  appeal  is  to  the  college  faculties  as  well  as 
all  other  educators.  Get  the  curriculum  makers 
together  and  reconstruct  the  curriculums  to  meet 
the  needs  of  this  coming  crisis.  Make  less  of  the 
idea  of  scholarship  as  such  and  plan  a  course  that 
will  help  young  life  to  stand  in  these  times  of  spe- 
cial crises.  They  must  have  special  help  if  they  are 
to  be  able  for  the  days  ahead.  Let  us  make  a  re- 
newed effort  to  help  this  generation  of  students 
to  be  able,  not  only  to  endure  the  terrible  strain 
ahead,  but  also  that  they  may  take  an  active  part 
in  the  business  of  life  under  abnormal  conditions 
of  living.  This  is  not  a  plea  for  a  lessening  of  edu- 
cational ideals,  but  it  is  a  real  plea  for  a  change  of 
emphasis.  The  curriculum  for  the  past  generation 
of  students  surely  will  not  fit  for  the  class  begin- 
ning in  1941. 

Some  hints  or  helps  in  reconstructing  the  cur- 
riculums might  be  found  in  the  following: 

1.  How  live  well  on  decreased  incomes? 

2.  Better  budgeting  of  home  expenses. 

3.  Finding  new  ways  of  livelihood. 

4.  How  keep  from  borrowing  and  thus  dealing 
with  the  installment  idea. 

5.  How  help  the  students  to  feel  that  they  have 
a  special  responsibility  because  of  special  training. 

Yes,  these  and  many  more  kindred  subjects 
should  receive  a  greater  emphasis  in  our  newly 
made  curriculums. 

McPherson,  Kans. 
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Why  Not  Moderation  in  Beverage  Alcohol? 

BY    ANNA    THOMAS    EDMONSON 

To  jog  down  the  turnpike  behind  old  Dobbin 
to  our  countyseat,  attend  to  business  and  return 
again,  required  in  my  childhood  days  a  good  half 
day  of  time. 

One  of  the  treats  we  country  people  enjoyed 
on  these  trips  was  bananas.  To  me,  bananas 
were  an  elixir  of  delight.  But  my  mother  loathed 
them.  As  we  journeyed  homeward,  father  and  I 
enjoying  this  rare  treat,  it  seemed  to  my  child 
mind  that  mother  just  must  enjoy  it  too.  So  I'd 
strip  down  a  peel  and  say,  "Now,  mother,  please 
take  one  bite."  Mother's  nose  would  crinkle  up 
in  disdain.  "But,  mother,"  I'd  insist,  "they  are  so 
good.  Please,  just  one  bite,  and  I  won't  bother 
you  any  more."  So  mother,  for  love  of  me — or  to 
get  rid  of  me,  took  one  bite.  The  years  came  and 
went.  By  the  time  I  was  a  young  woman  mother 
awoke  to  the  fact  that  she  could  eat  bananas 
right  along  with  father  and  me.  Likewise  celery. 
In  my  own  case  it  was  pineapple. 

We  did  not  get  pecks  of  bananas,  a  bushel  of 
celery,  dozens  of  pineapples,  and  gorge  ourselves 
to  show  we  could  hold  'em,  or  become  disgusting- 
ly ill  and  have  to  have  a  doctor.  We  bought  in 
small  quantities,  and  ate  them  moderately. 

Two  things  happened.  First,  we  overcame  an 
aversion  to  these  specific  foods.  Second,  our 
bodies  received  health-giving  and  health-main- 
taining properties.  These  included  the  more 
important  vitamins,  the  minerals,  calcium,  phos- 
phorus and  iron;  some  proteins,  fats  and  carbo- 
hydrates. 

Altogether  our  state  of  general  well-being  was 
improved,  our  lives  were  enriched. 

Suppose  we  had  used  beer,  or  some  other  al- 
coholic beverage  (rum,  gin,  ale,  whiskey  or  what 
not)  in  the  same  way — what  then? 

It  so  happens  that  this  subject  of  alcohol  and 
its  effect  upon  the  human  system  and  senses  has 
been  studied  over  a  long  period  of  time,  by  many 
controlled  laboratory  experiments,  observances 
of  physicians,  upon  many  patients  and  subjects, 
in  many  countries.  The  facts  thus  revealed  to 
us  are  not  shrouded  in  prejudice  or  emotionalism, 
but  stand  as  clear,  clean-cut  truth.  They  are 
rather  startling  too.  Briefly,  we  may  line  them 
up  about  like  this: 

Alcohol  is  a  slow  poison,  a  solvent,  a  narcotic, 
and  is  habit  forming.  It  is  a  hindrance  to  nor- 
mal bodily  functions.  The  brain  is  the  first  part 
of  the  human  system  to  be  affected  by  alcohol, 
and  its  efficiency  is  lowered.  Of  those  tested, 
none  have  ever  shown  more  skill  or  done  more 


or  better  work  while  under  its  influence.  Only 
occasionally  is  an  individual  found  who  shows  no 
reaction  to  it.  The  great  majority  of  those  tested 
lower  considerably  the  performance  records  they 
have  established  with  no  alcohol.  After  taking 
alcohol,  the  self-confidence  and  self-satisfaction 
of  the  person  increases,  while  his  ability  to  per- 
form decreases.  Its  behavior  is  the  same  whether 
imbibed  standing  up  or  sitting  down,  on  or  off 
the  premises,  be  it  bonded  or  not  bonded. 

Considering  its  effect  upon  the  brain,  we  would 
probably  have  gotten  home  all  right,  for  Dobbin 
knew  the  way  and  recognized  the  place  when  he 
arrived,  but  our  good  fortune  would  have  been 
due  to  his  horse  sense,  not  to  our  human  mind. 

Moderation  then?  Moderation,  if  you  please, 
means  the  reasonable,  intelligent  use  of  that 
which  is  in  itself  inherently  good,  and  the  ab- 
stinence from  that  which  is  harmful. 

In  view  of  the  known  facts,  shall  we  say  mod- 
eration in  beverage  alcohol? 

We  leave  the  answer  to  your  own  intelligence 
and  good  judgment. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


After  Ten  Years 

In  Three  Parts — Part  Three 
At  the  seminary  we  were  also  supposed  to  learn  how 
to  build  a  church  program.  We  were  instructed  in 
the  art  of  co-ordinating  the  work  of  the  various  boards, 
and  committees  of  the  church.  We  were  told  how  we 
could  keep  an  even  balance  between  general,  district 
and  local  work.  We  were  taught  the  values  and  tech- 
niques with  regard  to  men's  and  women's  work,  young 
people's  work,  clubs  for  boys  and  girls,  and  the  junior 
league  program.  We  were  taught  Sunday-school  or- 
ganization, methods  and  materials.  We  were  instructed 
relative  to  the  setting  up  of  a  leadership  training  pro- 
gram. And  no  phase  of  my  school  work  challenged  me 
more  than  that  of  parish  organization.  I  thought  in 
those  days  that  every  member  of  the  church  was  eager 
for  a  place  and  a  part  in  the  ongoing  program  of  Christ 
and  his  church.  And  I  remember  that  as  I  stood  in  the 
pulpit  on  that  Sunday  ten  years  ago  that  I  thought 
to  myself,  "These  are  fine-looking  folks.  What  won't 
this  church  be  able  to  do  for  the  kingdom  once  we  get 
organized  and  going." 

But  I  discovered  that  while  we  had  been  taught  how- 
to  make  church  programs,  they  had  not  taught  us  how- 
to  get  church  boards  to  adopt  them  and  enthusiastically 
carry  them  out.  I  found  out  that  after  the  pastor  had 
spent  weeks  building  a  church  program  a  committee 
with  no  vision,  and  unwilling  to  pay  the  cost  in  money 
and  effort,  could  tear  it  down  in  less  time  than  it  took 
to  explain  it  to  them.  We  were  taught  to  set  up  church 
budgets  and  financial  canvasses  in  a  businesslike  way — 
a  way  that  did  not  take  into  consideration  that  sup- 
posedly good  business  men  do  not  run  the  church  the 
way  they  run  their  business,  and  are  content  to  do  the 
work  of  the  church  in  the  easiest  possible  way.     They 
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told  us  the  value  of  keeping  church  property  in  good 
repair  and  of  having  a  good  parish  organization,  but 
they  forgot  to  tell  us  how  to  get  trustees  and  deacons  to 
do  what  they  promise  to  do  when  they  accept  their  re- 
spective offices.  "We  told  the  professor  one  day  that  the 
preacher  could  not  do  everything  and  he  said,  "Pick 
leaders  and  train  them  to  be  helpers,"  but  he  never  did 
tell  us  how  to  get  those  leaders  to  assume  responsibility 
for  a  share  of  the  church's  program.  They  taught  us 
bow  to  organize  a  good  church  school,  but  not  how  to 
overcome  local  prejudices  that  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
ldnd  of  church  school  we  so  desperately  need.  They 
taught  us  how  to  conduct  a  midweek  prayer  service  but 
they  forgot  to  tell  us  how  to  get  folks  to  come,  and  to 
want  to  take  part,  and  to  want  to  pray.  And  so  on  we 
might  go. 

On  the  other  hand  I  am  reminded  of  that  large  group 
of  laymen,  women  and  young  people  who  for  the  joy 
that  is  set  before  them  as  they  engage  in  the  work  of 
the  church  give  sacrificially  of  their  time,  energies  and 
money  that  the  work  may  go  on.  Without  them  no 
pastor  could  succeed.  They  are  an  inspiration  and  chal- 
lenge to  every  pastor.  There  are  those  who  fill  their 
places  regularly  or  see  that  they  are  filled,  and  no  one 
ever  needs  to  worry  a  moment  that  their  end  of  the 
work  will  fall  down.  There  are  those  who  get  behind 
every  worth-while  enterprise  and  help  make  it  a  suc- 
cess. There  are  those  who  always  give  sacrificially  and 
then  give  a  little  bit  extra  that  there  might  not  be  any 
lack  in  the  Lord's  treasury.  They  are  the  unsung,  un- 
rewarded heroes  and  heroines  of  the  Christian  faith. 
There  will  be  many  a  star  in  their  crowns.  You  find 
them  among  the  church-school  workers,  on  the  official 
board,  in  the  choir,  among  the  laity  and  everywhere. 
They  are  more  numerous  than  we  sometimes  believe. 
Today  I  want  to  render  my  eternal  debt  of  gratitude 
to  this  loyal  group  who,  not  for  my  sake,  thank  God,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  Christian  church  and  its  work  in  the 
world,  are  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work  through  the 
church.  They  are  God's  noblemen  and  God's  noble 
women,  and  they  have  made  and  are  making  an  eternal 
investment  in  the  riches  of  God's  grace.  Their  number 
is  legion  and  time  does  not  permit  nor  does  wisdom 
favor  the  naming  of  names,  but  I  would  like  to  mention 
one  instance. 

Communion  service  was  to  be  held  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning of  holy  week.  A  very,  very  busy  layman  was  three 
hundred  miles  away.  He  came  home  for  communion 
although  he  had  to  turn  right  around  and  go  back  to 
finish  his  business  and  the  trip  had  to  be  made  at  his 
own  expense.  I  expressed  my  appreciation  for  his  will- 
ingness to  make  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  to  do 
it.  He  said,  "Forget  it.  I  said  I  would  be  here  and  I 
came.  Besides,  the  service  was  worth  it  and  I'd  do  it 
again  gladly."  This  same  layman  another  time  went  on 
a  half  week's  hunting  trip  with  some  of  his  business 
associates.  They  were  to  go  on  Thursday  and  return  on 
Monday,  but  when  Saturday  came  this  layman  said, 
"Men,  I  have  to  get  back  in  time  for  church  tomorrow." 
He  packed  up,  got  in  his  car,  drove  all  day  and  most 
of  the  night  and  stood  with  me  at  the  door  the  next 
morning  to  greet  the  people  as  they  came  to  church. 

I  could  name  others,  men  and  women  in  connection 
with  every  church  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve, 
who  have  made  just  as  great  a  sacrifice  and  who  have 
been  just  as  loyal  and  devoted  as  the  one  I  have  men- 
tioned. 


But  I  am  convinced  that  our  church  program  has  been 
too  much  "intake"  for  the  corresponding  amount  of 
"outgo."  And  furthermore,  the  burden  of  what  pro- 
gram we  have  falls  upon  too  small  a  number  of  the 
church  members.  There  needs  to  be  more  doing  of  the 
Word.  There  needs  to  be  a  larger  program  and  greater 
activity.  There  needs  to  be  a  larger  participation.  For 
instance,  in  the  past  year  we  have  enlarged  our  church 
program  to  include  a  program  of  peace  and  relief.  This 
program  would  be  no  burden  at  all  if  every  church 
member  would  do  his  or  her  share.  Likewise  our  own 
local  program  would  not  weigh  heavily  upon  any  one 
person  from  the  standpoint  of  time,  effort  and  money 
if  we  could  count  on  all  to  lift  a  share. 

As  I  stand  on  the  threshold  of  another  decade  in  my 
ministerial  experience  I  pray  that  somehow,  with  the 
help  of  God  and  loyal  and  faithful  laymen,  I  may  be 
able  to  devise  a  church  program  of  service  and  activity 
which  will  enlist  a  much  larger  share  of  the  member- 
ship of  the  church  in  its  execution,  in  order  that  the 
united  force  and  power  of  the  church  might  be  harnessed 
and  made  available  for  the  promotion  of  Christian 
ideals  and  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  next  ten  years  will  call 
for  greater  effort  and  greater  sacrifice  than  the  last  ten 
years.  It  is  also  my  conviction  that  if  the  Christian 
church  fails  the  world  in  this  crisis,  the  world  in  turn 
will  discard  it  as  an  institution  that  has  outlived  its 
usefulness.  Yet  if  the  church  is  to  prove  worthy  in  this 
hour,  it  will  be  because  you  and  I  who  make  up  the 
church  give  a  clear  and  ringing  testimony  to  the  way  of 
Jesus,  which  is  our  only  way  of  salvation.  And  so  I  ask 
you  to  renew  with  me  our  vows  of  devotion  and  loyalty 
and  consecration  to  Jesus  Christ  as  Master  and  Lord, 
and  to  let  him  have  his  way  in  your  life.  Will  you 
make  that  pledge  with  me,  as  we  pray? 


Stewardship   Nuggets 

BY  HOWARD  H.  KEIM^  JR. 

Brother  Jacob,  a  wealthy  layman,  became  seriously 
ill  and  thinking  death  was  near  summoned  his  minister 
to  come  with  all  haste.  When  the  minister  arrived  the 
sick  man  said  feebly,  "Brother  Abraham,  I  think  I'm  go- 
ing to  die.  I'm  not  ready  to  die.  I  have  wealth  with 
which  I  could  do  much  good  if  God  would  make  me 
well.  Won't  you  pray  for  me  that  God  may  spare  my 
life?  And  if  God  permits  me  to  live  I  will  show  my 
appreciation  in  a  fitting  manner.  I  will  donate  $10,000 
toward  a  much-needed  parish  hall  of  our  congregation." 

Brother  Abraham  prayed  earnestly  and  in  due  time 
God  answered  the  prayer  by  raising  up  the  sick  man. 
Months  passed  and  the  wealthy  layman  failed  to  keep 
his  promise.  One  day  the  minister  called  on  him  and 
said,  "Brother  Jacob,  have  you  forgotten  the  pledge  you 
made  to  God  when  you  were  sick?  You  promised  that 
if  God  would  restore  you  to  health  you  would  con- 
tribute $10,000  toward  a  parish  hall  for  our  congrega- 
tion." 

Brother  Jacob  looked  up  in  surprised  anguish  and 
asked,  "Did  I  promise  that?" 

"Yes,  you  did,  and  your  wife  heard  you  say  it,"  an- 
swered the  minister. 

"Well,"  responded  Brother  Jacob,  "that  just  goes  to 
show  what  a  sick  man  I  was." 

Huntington,  Ind. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


The  Sinking  of  the  Zamzam 


BY  SYLVIA  M 

"Great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praised! 
I  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  times:  his  praise  shall 
continually  be  in  my  mouth.  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy 
name.  Praise  ye  the  Lord!  Praise  him  for  his 
mighty  acts;  praise  him  according  to  his  excellent 
greatness.    Praise  ye  the  Lord!" 

Our  God  is  still  a  God  of  miracles.  He  has  per- 
formed the  miracle  of  bringing  back  from  the 
very  jaws  of  death  over  a  hundred  missionaries 
bound  for  the  dark  continent  of  Africa  to  tell  the 
glorious  message  of  peace,  hope,  and  salvation 
through  the  precious  blood  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Thanks  be  to  him  for  this  deliverance,  a 
deliverance  which  has  so  definitely  been  wrought 
by  his  mighty  hand.  To  God  be  the  glory  for  an- 
swered prayer.  He  is  the  never-failing,  prayer- 
answering  God. 

Having  obeyed  the  call  of  the  Lord  to  serve  in 
Africa,  120  missionaries  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  and  representing  21  churches  in 
America,  gathered  together  on  the  pier  in  New 
York  to  set  sail  on  the  Egyptian  passenger  ship, 
the  Zamzam,  bound  for  Alexandria,  Egypt,  via 
Capetown,  South  Africa.  The  words  of  the  old 
hymn,  Jesus  Saves,  rose  clearly  from  the  group 
of  believers. 

In  addition  to  the  missionaries  there  were  24 
ambulance  drivers,  6  tobacco  buyers  and  auction- 
eers from  North  Carolina,  17  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  and  refugees  from  England  completing  a 
roundabout  flight  via  Canada  toward  a  haven  in 
South  Africa. 

We  were  not  favorably  impressed  by  the  sights 
on  this  30-year-old  ship,  the  Zamzam,  which  name 
was  taken  from  the  holy  well  in  the  middle  of  the 
sacred  square  of  Mecca,  to  which  it  once  trans- 
ported Moslem  pilgrims.  According  to  Moslem 
belief,  the  water  of  the  holy  well  brings  blessings. 
Conditions  on  the  ship  were  crowded,  the  passen- 
ger list  having  been  doubled  because  of  war;  the 
food  was  greasy  and  not  palatable;  sanitation  was 
bad;  water  was  scarce;  and  the  stewards  were 
overladen  with  work,  seemingly  too  busy  to  fulfill 
the  requests  of  passengers,  always  giving  as  an 
answer  the  one  English  word  known  to  them  all, 
"tomorrow."  Tomorrow  we  could  have  water  and 
soap;  tomorrow  we  could  have  clean  towels  and 
sheets.  But  tomorrow  rarely  came.  The  Zam- 
zam's  crew  members  were  a  conglomerate  group, 
mostly  from  the  slums  of  Alexandria  and  the  na- 
tive tribes  of  Anglo-Sudan.    They  were  more  ac- 


.  OINESS,  R.N. 

customed  to  fishing  from  dugouts  than  they  were 
to  sailing  a  nine-thousand-ton  vessel  or  cooking 
American  foods.  They  could  not  understand  why 
we  demanded  a  change  of  bed  linen  after  ten  days, 
or  why  we  rejected  foods  soaked  in  oils  and  reek- 
ing with  Oriental  condiments. 

With  interest  we  watched  the  loading  of  the 
cargo;  this  included  20  ambulances  valued  at  $1,- 
350  each,  and  numerous  trunks  of  supplies  clearly 
marked  British-American  Ambulance  Corps.  It 
somewhat  perturbed  us,  but  we  realized  these  sup- 
plies were  being  sent  for  humanitarian  reasons, 
for  German  wounded  perhaps,  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish. 

It  was  a  bitter,  cold  day,  March  20,  1941,  as  we 
passed  the  Statue  of  Liberty  on  our  voyage  out  to 
sea.  We  knew  we  were  going  out  from  a  land  of 
freedom  into  a  world  held  tightly  in  the  grip  of 
war  and  cruelty,  where  the  battle  is  seemingly 
not  to  the  brave,  but  to  the  nation  possessing  the 
deadliest  machines  of  destruction.  Two  days  later 
we  stopped  in  Baltimore  to  take  on  additional 
cargo.  Ammonium  nitrate,  hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  sacks,  was  loaded  into  the  ship's  holds. 
A  week  later  we  entered  the  harbor  of  the  Port- 
of-Spain,  at  Trinidad,  an  island  of  British  posses- 
sion lying  just  above  South  America.  It  was  here 
that  our  Captain  Smith  received  sealed  orders 
from  the  British  Admiralty,  and  the  ship  began 

Missionary  Society  Program  for  October 

BY  ESTHER  E.   BEAHM 

All  this  year  we  will  be  thinking  of  our  theme  for  the 
year,  Building  With  Christ.  The  subject  for  our  Octo- 
ber missionary  program  is  in  keeping  with  that  theme. 

Builders  of  the  Kingdom 

1.  The  Master  Builder— God. 

2.  Ancient  Builders — patriarchs,  kings,  prophets. 

3.  Chief  Cornerstone — Jesus  Christ. 

4.  Builders  of  the  kingdom — apostles. 

5.  Builders  together  with  him — missionaries. 

6.  Living  stones — we  who  profess  to  be  Christians. 
In  times  like  these  it  is  a  source  of  encouragement  to 

get  acquainted  with  builders  of  the  kingdom  who  have 
gone  on  before  us. 

There  is  variety  aplenty  in  the  program  with  a  short 
skit  on  the  life  of  a  missionary,  a  pantomime  on  the  life 
of  another  well-known  missionary  and  then  every  one 
will  be  interested  in  a  characterization  guessing  game 
in  which  you  will  learn  to  know  the  apostles  better. 

You  will  want  a  copy  to  use  in  the  October  meeting  in 
your  local  group.  Order,  Builders  of  the  Kingdom,  five 
cents,  from  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin.  Illinois. 

Chicago,  III. 
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traveling  in  blackout.  That  the  Zamzam  would 
receive  its  orders  from  the  British  Admiralty,  sail 
in  blackout,  and  carry  contraband,  we  did  not 
know  at  the  time  of  our  departure  from  the  States. 

April  8  found  us  in  Pernambuco,  Brazil,  to  take 
on  more  cargo.  The  passenger  list  was  raised  to 
202,  of  whom  73  were  women  and  37  children. 
There  were  now  on  board  ship  138  Americans,  26 
Canadians,  25  British,  5  South  Africans,  4  Bel- 
gians, 1  Norwegian,  1  Italian,  and  2  Greeks.  April 
9  the  Zamzam  put  out  for  Capetown,  and  from 
then  until  we  were  shelled  eight  days  later,  we 
never  saw  another  ship.  She  traveled  in  radio 
silence,  flew  no  flag,  and  had  no  identifying  marks 
on  her  sides. 

From  the  beginning  of  our  voyage  we  mission- 
aries had  met  together  for  daily  prayer  meetings. 
The  fellowship  with  our  Lord  was  precious,  and 
the  fellowship  with  one  another  was  sweet.  Hours 
were  spent  in  waiting  upon  him,  praising  him,  in 
giving  ourselves  in  renewed  consecration  to  his 
great  work  in  Africa,  and  in  praying  for  those  on 
board  ship  who  did  not  know  and  love  our  Lord. 
Divine  services  were  held  each  Sunday,  and  ves- 
pers on  the  upper  deck  in  the  evenings.  How  we 
prayed  that  God  would  bless  our  witness  on  that 
ship,  break  down  opposition,  and  cause  souls  to 
turn  unto  the  Lord  Jesus!  Thanks  be  to  his  name, 
for  some  did  turn  unto  the  Savior,  experiencing 
his  redemptive  power. 

Our  first  scare  came  on  April  14,  in  midafter- 
noon,  when  the  Zamzam  swung  quickly  to  the 
West,  heading  back  toward  South  America.  Her 
engines  beat  faster,  her  framework  vibrated,  as 
she  raced  from  death  for  hours.  Not  until  the  dawn 
revealed  an  empty  sea  did  she  head  again  for 


Capetown.  It  was  learned  that  an  SOS  had  been 
received  from  a  Norwegian  ship  that  was  being 
sunk  by  a  German  raider.  It  was  just  over  the 
horizon,  in  our  direct  path,  and  almost  in  sight. 

At  5:45  A.  M.,  Thursday,  April  17,  just  five  days 
and  1,500  miles  from  Capetown,  we  were  shelled 
without  warning  by  a  German  raider.  We  were 
awakened  by  what  at  first  seemed  to  be  thunder; 
then  we  heard  the  boom  of  heavy  guns.  The  air 
trembled  with  a  terrible  vibration.  The  ship 
shook  and  quivered  as  salvo  after  salvo  came.  The 
noise  was  tearing  and  rending.  Shrapnel  burst 
over  and  around  the  vessel.  One  shell  destroyed 
the  wireless  apparatus;  one  shell  blew  a  lifeboat 
in  two;  another  hit  the  forward  lounge;  still  an- 
other blew  a  tremendous  hole  in  the  funnel,  de- 
stroying all  wire  connections  between  the  bridge 
and  the  various  departments  of  the  ship.  Three 
shells  punched  great  holes  in  the  engine  room  be- 
low the  water-line.  The  captain's  quarters  were 
smashed.  A  shell  tore  through  the  hull  aft  the 
midship  watertight  door  and  crashed  into  the 
main  passageway,  injuring  passengers.  Shells 
burst  into  cabins  on  the  port  side.  The  wounded 
were  screaming  and  crying  in  pain  for  help;  chil- 
dren were  crying  from  fright;  Arabic  oaths  from 
the  Egyptian  crew  were  heard  here  and  there. 

All  in  all,  the  shelling  lasted  about  ten  minutes, 
and  at  least  ten  shells  hit  their  mark,  causing  de- 
struction and  tragedy.  Stories  vary  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  shots  fired,  but  the  German  gunnery  lieu- 
tenant later  told  us  he  had  fired  55.  The  Zamzam 
began  to  list  to  portside  immediately. 

Why  were  we  fired  upon  by  the  Germans?  Per- 
haps the  Germans  already  knew,  through  the  good 
work  of  their  spies  in  this  country,  that  the  Zam- 


•     •     •     •      What  to  Pray  For  —  Sept.  20-27     •     •     •     • 

On  page  10  of  the  Prayer  for  Missions  Calendar,  we  are  directed  to  pray  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Howard  Alley  and  Sister  Ella  Ebbert,  who  live  at  Ahwa,  India. 

During  the  winter  of  1917,  these  three  missionaries  sailed  from  Seattle,  Washington,  for 
India.  Three  months  passed  by  before  they  landed  in  Bombay,  for  they  were  traveling 
over  war-distressed  seas.  They  were  located  in  the  Marathi  section  of  the  mission  field. 
During  the  past  twenty-three  and  a  half  years  they  have  given  their  service  to  the  Marathi- 
speaking  people.  They  may  well  rejoice  that  during  these  years 
many  changes  for  good  have  taken  place  as  a  result  of  their  labor. 

Erma  Alley  returned  to  America  in  June  to  continue  her  school 
work.  She  has  expressed  her  thanks  for  God's  protection  as  she 
came  through  uncertain  waters  made  doubly  dangerous  in  these 
recent  days  of  warfare. 

Let  our  prayers  be  constant  in  behalf  of  the  work  and  workers 
at  Ahwa,  India. 


BROTHER  AND  SISTER  HOWARD  ALLEY 


ELLA  EBBERT 
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zam  was  carrying  contraband.  The  morning  of 
the  shelling  the  raider  had  observed  us  for  several 
hours,  noting  that  we  sailed  in  blackout  and  had 
not  so  much  as  a  navigation  light.  Then,  too,  the 
captain  of  the  raider  considered  the  Zamzam  a 
troopship;  comparing  our  silhouette  with  sil- 
houettes of  various  British  ships,  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  carried  troops  for  England. 
Thereupon  the  raider  fired  without  warning. 

Who  can  tell  how  he  will  react  in  such  disaster? 
Some  passengers  fled  to  lifeboats  in  pajamas,  some 
sought  their  passports  and  money,  and  others 
dressed  completely.  For  the  most  part  we  were 
people  who  knew  God  and  were  not  afraid  to  die. 

(Continued  on  Page  24) 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

"Convinced  of  the  essential  need  and  soundness  of 
the  program,  the  representatives  of  the  National  Ser- 
vice Board  and  the  various  religious  agencies  re-af- 
firmed their  belief  that:  , 

"I.  This  adventure  of  faith  on  the  part  of  both  church 
and  government  conserves  a  principle  essential  and  sa- 
cred to  both  the  church  and  the  democratic  state. 

"II.  The  selection  of  projects,  such  as  war  against  soil 
erosion  and  destruction  of  our  forests  as  an  alternate 
service  of  national  importance,  is  sound  in  its  concep- 
tion. No  government  is  more  firmly  established  than  its 
basic  natural  resources  and  the  social  structure  resting 
thereon.  Great  areas  of  the  United  States  are  facing 
poverty  and  its  attendant  social  conflicts  because  of  the 
waste  of  these  natural  resources  which  has  already  tak- 
en place.    These  camps  have  been  located  in  some  of  the 


For  Your  Information 

For  information  concerning  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  or  regarding  the  classification 
of  men  under  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1941  write:  M.  R.  Zigler,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  writing  concern- 
ing any  problem  regarding  classification  indi- 
cate the  name,  number  and  address  of  your  lo- 
cal board. 

Keep  alive  the  Brethren  Service  Peace  and 
Relief  Cup  on  your  table.  The  last  Sunday  of 
every  month  take  your  sacrificial  savings  from 
your  Brethren  Service  Peace  and  Relief  Cup  to 
the  church  for  Brethren  Service  Committee 
work  or  send  it  direct  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Local  treasurers  or  those  in  charge  remember 
to  send  these  contributions  every  month  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

There  are  today  nineteen  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  in  operation,  four  of  which  are 
Brethren. 


most  needy  conservation  areas  in  the  United  States  and 
are  restoring  foundations  of  democracy  in  the  areas 
where  they  are  located.  The  success  of  these  projects 
during  these  initial  stages,  however,  justify  the  group  in 
planning  expansion  and  diversifying  the  work  of  na- 
tional significance  in  new  fields. 

"III.  The  significance  of  this  adventure  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  sacredness  of  the  religious  conscience  and 
the  rebuilding  of  the  foundations  of  democracy  is  so 
evident  that  it  merits  immediate  sacrificial  moral  and 
financial  support  on  the  part  of  the  churches  of  the  na- 
tion. The  facts  show  that  the  churches  are  increasing 
the  amount  and  diversifying  the  methods  of  their  sup- 
port, but  they  also  show  that  potential  sources  of  sup- 
port are  still  untaoned. 

"IV.  This  demonstration  of  the  soundness  of  the  pro- 
gram leads  the  religious  agencies  to  request  that  in  co- 
operation with  the  government  there  may  be  a  period  of 
four  months  in  which  further  exploration  can  be  made 
to  the  end  that  while  continuing  under  the  administra- 
tion of  religious  bodies,  and  in  harmony  with  demo- 
cratic procedures  already  established,  new  ways  of  im- 
proving their  service  can  be  sought.  This  period  of  ex- 
ploration will  also  include  the  extension  of  plans  for 
subsistence  living  by  the  campers  themselves  and  fur- 
ther co-operation  with  the  government  in  sharing  the 
expense  and  maintenance  of  the  work  which  is  recog- 
nized as  work  of  national  importance." 

The  above  declaration  was  adopted  by  a  conference 
of  members  of  the  National  Service  Board,  representa- 
tives of  the  Historic  Peace  Churches,  representatives  of 
the  various  denominations  of  American  Protestantism 
and  the  Association  of  Catholic  Conscientious  Objectors 
held  at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana,  Sept.  1,  2  and  3. 


Civilian  Public  Service  News 
Every  evening  at  supper  the  men  at  Magnolia  are  giv- 
en a  brief  summary  of  the  news  with  an  impartial  in- 
terpretation of  its  significance  by  one  of  the  campers,  B. 
Tartt  Bell. 

The  third  week  in  August  Rev.  Carl  Landes  spent  sev- 
eral days  at  Camp  Magnolia.  Rev.  Landes  is  now  rural 
secretary  for  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  a  re- 
ligious pacifist  organization,  having  taken  up  this  work 
after  holding  a  Mennonite  pastorate  in  Chicago.  Rev. 
Landes  discussed  with  the  campers:  Nonviolence:  Our 
Alternate  to  War;  Personal  Discipline. 

Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Hoke  of  Welsh,  Louisiana, 
spent  more  than  a  week  at  Camp  Magnolia  the  end  of 
August  substituting  first,  for  Brother  Kimmel,  the  camp 
business  manager,  while  he  attended  the  N.  Iowa  and 
Minnesota  District  Conference  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  and 
then  for  Director  Mathis  while  he  attended  the  Camp 
Directors'  Meeting  and  Civilian  Public  Service  Confer- 
ence at  Winona  Lake,  Indiana.  The  Hokes  are  old  ac- 
quaintances of  the  campers. 

Brigadier  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey,  National  Direc- 
tor of  Selective  Service,  Colonel  Lewis  E.  Kosch,  Chief, 
Camp  Operations  Section,  National  Headquarters,  Se- 
lective Service  System,  and  Major  Franklin  McLean, 
Camp  Operations  Section,  National  Headquarters,  Se- 
lective Service  System,  met  in  several  sessions  with  the 
conference.  This  direct  contact  between  representatives 
of  Selective  Service  and  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camp  directors  and  representatives  of  the  churches  was. 
mutually  helpful. 
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The  men  at  Camp  Kane  were  greatly  heartened  when 
Mr.  Potter,  the  Forest  Supervisor  at  Kane,  assured  them 
that  although  the  temperature  drops  rapidly  in  the  eve- 
ning after  the  sun  sets  behind  the  mountains,  by  eight- 
thirty  in  the  morning  the  temperature  rises  consider- 
ably. In  fact,  skiing  clubs  often  find  the  mountainside 
covered  with  grass  on  the  day  they  have  scheduled  their 
ski  meets. 

The  Brethren  camp  directors  met  with  their  national 
director,  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler,  Saturday  and  Sunday  prior 
to  the  larger  conference.  They  found  their  exchange  of 
experiences  valuable.  The  thing  that  impressed  the  di- 
rectors most  in  each  of  their  camps  was  the  deepening 
sense  of  fellowship  they  could  sense  among  their  men 
in  camp  and  the  greater  appreciation  developing  for  the 
beliefs  of  each  other. 

The  government  has  finally  approved  Cascade  Locks 
in  Washington  state  as  the  site  for  the  co-operative 
Brethren-Mennonite  camp  in  the  Northwest.  Bro.  Mark 
Schrock,  former  pastor  of  the  Olympia,  Washington, 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  will  be  the  director  of  the 
camp.  The  plan  is  to  move  in  sometime  in  October 
when  the  CCC  company  occupying  the  camp  now  will 
move  out.  The  Brethren  and  Mennonites  at  Camp  San 
Dimas  may  be  transferred  to  the  Northwest  to  open  the 
Cascade  Locks  camp. 

Camp  Kane  has  organized  a  camp  Sunday  school. 
Theodore  Roby  from  Cumberland,  Maryland,  was 
elected  superintendent;  James  Schrock,  from  Goshen, 
Indiana,  assistant  superintendent;  I.  Harvey  Horner, 
from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pennsylvania,  secretary;  and  Conrad 
Brown  from  the  First  Baptist  church,  South  Bend,  Indi- 
ana, assistant  secretary.  Mr.  Brown  and  two  United 
Brethren  men  are  the  only  men  at  Camp  Kane  who  do 
not  belong  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

According  to  figures  compiled  by  the  National  Serv- 
ice Board  there  are  listed  on  their  records  2,066  men 
who  have  been  classified  in  IV-E.  Of  these  2,066  men, 
992  have  been  inducted  into  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps;  757  have  been  deferred  for  various  reasons;  18 
are  delinquent  (did  not  report  to  camp  and  were  not 
deferred);  and  299  have  not  yet  been  assigned  to  camp. 
These  figures  are  as  of  Sept.  1. 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  denominational  dis- 
tribution of  the  above  figures;  denominations  with  less 
than  12  C.  O.'s  are  not  listed: 

Religion  Class  IV-E     Assignees     Deferred    Unassigned  Delinquent 
Baptist  52  24  20  8  0 

Brethren       261 
Catholic  34 

Christadel- 

phian  13 

Christian  13 
Congregational- 
Christian  30 
Church   of 

Christ  38  13  19  6  0 

Church  of 

God  35  17  12  6  0 

Episcopal        23  11  11  1  0 

Evangelical     12  7  1  4  0 

Evangelical  & 

Reformed    24  13  10  1  0 

Friends  142  81  55  6  0 

Jehovah's 

Witness      130  20  70  22  16 

Lutheran         20  8  5  7  0 

Mennonite     706  397  249  59  1 

Methodist      139  66  33  40  0 

No  affilia- 
tion 100  34  53  13  0 
Pentecostal     14                     7                     2                     4  0 
Presbyterian  62                    25                     18                     19  0 
Seventh   Day 


145 

75 

50 

1 

12 

15 

7 

0 

8 

2 

3 

0 

6 

1 

6 

0 

15 


19 


Violaters  of  the  Selective  Service  Act  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  terms  ranging  from  1  hour's  detention  in  the 
local  jail  to  5  years.  Three  men  have  been  sentenced 
to  5  years;  15  men  to  3  years;  25  men  to  2  years;  and  63 
men  to  1  year  and  a  day.  The  total  number  who  have 
received  sentences  is  174.  Thirty -six  men's  terms  have 
already  expired;  about  10  more  terms  will  expire  in 
September.  About  4  men  have  been  paroled  to  com- 
batant service;  14  men  have  been  paroled  to  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps;  and  one  man  has  been  paroled  on 
an  individual  assignment.  One  man,  a  Puerto  Rican 
from  Tallahassee,  Florida,  escaped  from  prison.  A 
Hawaiian,  who  was  evidently  a  mental  case,  committed 
suicide  in  prison.  Eleven  more  men  are  being  consid- 
ered for  parole  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 


Clothing  Section  News 

That  the  call  for  clothing  is  continuous  cannot  be 
stated  too  often.  Send  your  parcels  of  practical  cloth- 
ing to  your  nearest  college. 

Because  of  the  quick  action  of  the  women  in  the  East- 
ern Region,  92  packets  were  ready  for  Camp  Kane  al- 
most as  soon  as  the  camp  was  opened.  The  women  of 
the  region  are  also  making  curtains  for  the  dining  room 
windows. 

From  Welsh,  Louisiana,  the  good  word  comes  that 
they  have  150  pounds  of  both  new  and  used  clothing 
ready  to  ship.  Three  serviceable  comforts  were  added 
to  the  clothing. 

Brethren  Maust  and  Suttle  of  Seattle  report  that  in 
their  last  shipment  to  Shanghai,  three  boxes  of  about 
300  pounds  each  were  sent  along  with  seven  boxes  sent 
by  the  Friends.  Just  as  frequently  as  possible  shipments 
are  made. 

The  D.  V.  B.  S.  children  of  Elgin  tore  and  wound  thir- 
ty-five pounds  of  bandages  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
children  of  China.  They  also  made  pretty  scrapbooks 
and  joy-bags,  filled  with  pleasant  little  surprises.  This 
material  has  been  shipped  to  Seattle,  Washington.  From 
there  it  will  go  on  to  Shanghai,  China. 


Peace  News 
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COMPILED  BY  MERLIN  C.  SHULL 

War  orders  have  been  placed  in  every  state  in  the 
Union  except  two,  as  vividly  shown  in  the  August  29 
issue  of  United  States  News.  The  two  exceptions  are 
North  Dakota  and  Montana.  Could  the  fact  that  Sena- 
tors Nye  and  Wheeler  come  from  these  states  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  this  situation? 

The  second  World  War  is  having  its  second  birthday 
at  this  writing.  The  havoc  wrought  to  treasures  of  art, 
to  churches,  homes  both  spacious  and  humble,  and  most 
of  all  the  destruction  of  human  life,  and  the  resulting 
mental  and  moral  confusion,  are  all  too  great  for  com- 
prehension. And  the  decision  on  the  field  of  battle  does 
not  seem  near. 

One  of  the  most  significant  and  favorably  received 
movements  of  the  century  has  been  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  conscientious  objector  camps.  The  question 
that  bothers  many  is:  Will  the  churches  see  this  good 
work  through? 

The  black  and  red  double  star  of  Quaker  service  was 
invented,  it  is  believed,  for  a  Friends'  War  Victims  Re- 
lief Committee  which  clothed  and  fed  noncombatants  in 
the  Franco-German  War  in  1870.  Since  then  the  star 
has  crossed  and  recrossed  many  frontiers  in  time  of  bat- 
tle, famine  and  suffering. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


The  Sacrifice  of  Children 


BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 


We  read  a  great  deal  about  the  sacrifice  of  par- 
ents for  their  children.  There  is  no  sadness  in 
that  unless  it  is  extreme.  But  turn  this  around 
and  look  at  a  child's  sacrifice  for  his  parents  and 
we  do  see  a  pitiful  story — wrecked  hopes,  ground- 
down  initiative  and  bewildered  humans.  John  and 
Mary  are  two  of  those  wrecks. 

Mary,  vivacious,  sensitive  and  exacting  of  her- 
self and  others,  was  the  middle  one  of  three 
daughters.  She  and  John  froze  to  each  other  way 
down  in  the  grades  and  their  love  never  thawed 
out.  Her  parents  laughed  away  the  probable  seri- 
ousness of  it.  They  made  demands  on  her  time, 
brought  her  up  to  the  tune  of  how  much  they  had 
done  for  her,  and  made  very  definite  plans  for  her. 
Thwarted  in  all  of  her  outlets  and  growing  ambi- 
tions, she  rebelled,  and  worked  up  for  herself  the 
name  of  being  hard  to  get  along  with.  Her  more 
passive  sisters  didn't  mind  things.    Mary  did. 

In  spite  of  it  all  she  stuck  to  John,  and  one  Sun- 
day morning  in  May  ran  away  with  him  and  they 
were  married.  She  knew  she  was  a  worm  crawl- 
ing in  her  folks'  eyes,  but  she  was  so  much  Mary 
that  she  thought  she  could  somehow  please  them 
and  herself  too.  Finally,  when  her  parents  recog- 
nized her  marriage,  they  began  possessing  John, 
too. 

So  Mary  started  in  on  her  twofold  life.  She 
loved  John  and  the  rest  were — well,  they  were  her 
folks.  The  little  apartment  she  was  so  proud  of 
meant  nothing  to  them.  It  was  always  "Come 
home,  Mary."  Week  ends,  holidays,  vacations 
were  all  theirs.  Time  spent  elsewhere  was  a  def- 
inite slap  in  the  face  to  them. 

John  was  more  easygoing  than  Mary.  He  rath- 
er liked  the  rambling  farm  home  and  the  country 
space  and  the  attention.  If  he'd  only  said,  "Mary, 
I'm  making  a  home  for  us,  you  stay  in  it — I  didn't 
marry  the  whole  family — "  the  situation  would 
have  been  fixed  once  and  for  all.  But  he  never 
said  it. 

A  transfer  to  a  distant  state  in  John's  business 
was  "impossible"  to  the  folks.  Mary  said,  "Of 
course  we're  going,"  and  they  went.  She  had  a 
grand  feeling  of  freedom,  but  it  was  short-lived. 
Commands  by  telegrams  from  parents  whose  word 
had  been  law  were  very  convincing,  especially 
when  backed  by  a  very  serious  and  uncertain  ill- 
ness. The  teacher-sisters  couldn't  be  disturbed 
and  Mary  "wasn't  doing  anything."  So  Mary  went 
"home"  halfway  across  the  continent.  The  fam- 
ily's accumulations  were  those  of  a  lifetime;  Mary 


and  John  were  just  starting — they  hadn't  anything 
to  lose. 

John  was  agreeable  about  the  new  demands  but 
he  thought  they  should  move  back  nearer  to  her 
folks.  This  they  did.  Half  of  Mary  was  heart- 
broken, the  other  half  satisfied  for  having  done 
one's  best  in  the  face  of  duty.  About  that  time  lit- 
tle Jane  came.  Like  the  marriage,  she  was  finally 
accepted  and  possessed  by  her  grandparents,  who 
said,  "And  this  is  your  home,  Baby  Jane." 

Mary  was  forty  the  other  day — quieter,  her 
mouth  a  thin  line  of  grim  determination,  her  eyes 
keen  and  bright.  She's  doing  most  of  the  figuring 
it  out  because  John  has  lost  his  grip  on  life  in 
general.  He  works  hard  but  he  can't  make  it 
count.  He  lets  Mary  know  quietly  that  he  thinks 
she  is  to  blame — and  Mary  blames  herself.  (Se- 
cretly she  wishes  John  had  been  head  of  the  fam- 
ily, but  she  loves  him  anyway.)  She's  fighting  a 
good  fight — starting  over  again  at  the  very  bottom 
because  her  folks'  home  has  absorbed  all  of  hers. 
She  is  learning  bitterly  things  she  should  have 
been  taught  in  school  days.  She's  finished  with 
foolish  sentiment  and  silly  sacrifice — if  the  fam- 
ily's acres  can't  keep  them! — but  that's  another 
story. 

I'm  expecting  Mary  to  win  out.    Aren't  you? 

Franklin  Grove,  III. 


Things  That  Count 

BY   ELMA   EMSWILER 

It  isn't  so  much  the  things  that  you  do 
To  win  praise  from  the  man  by  your  side; 
It's  the  things  that  you  do  to  let  others  know 
That  God  is  your  daily  guide. 

It  isn't  so  much  the  money  you  earn 

As  you  toil  at  your  task  day  by  day; 

It's  the  good  that  it  does  to  help  someone  else 

To  know  and  to  travel  God's  way. 

It  isn't  so  much  the  tunes  that  you  hum 

At  home,  at  work,  or  at  play; 

It's  the  words  that  they  tell  of  his  wonderful  love 

That  brighten  life  day  by  day. 

It  isn't  so  much  the  house  where  you  live 
Whether  large,  whether  small,  whether  bare; 
It's  the  people  within  that  make  it  a  home 
With  lots  of  happiness  there. 

So  don't  be  discouraged  whatever  your  lot 
So  long  as  you're  doing  your  best; 
Remember  God's  love  encircles  the  world 
From  north  to  south,  east,  and  west. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Criminals  in  Our  Midst 

BY    LULA    R.    TINKLE 

When  a  convict  escapes  from  the  walls  of  a  peniten- 
tiary the  whole  police  force  of  the  country  is  "on 
the  lookout."  They  are  organized,  the  best  detectives 
are  employed,  and  sometimes  the  government  offers 
high  rewards.  Every  possible  means  is  used  to  capture 
and  return  the  criminal  to  a  secure  place  behind  prison 
walls.  Every  local  citizen  is  alarmed  if  that  criminal 
is  thought  to  be  within  their  neighborhood.  Nobody 
feels  safe  with  an  escaped  criminal  in  the  midst.  Read 
the  following  news  item  and  consider  whether  or  not 
there  may  be  a  criminal  (unconvicted)  in  your  midst.  I 
found  it  posted  on  a  bulletin  board  in  a  post  office. 

"During  the  past  twenty  years  20,000  captured  crim- 
inals have  been  sent  to  the  State  Reformatory  at  Pen- 
dleton, Indiana;  ages  18  to  25  years.  Eighty-five  per  cent 
of  these  boys  came  from  broken  homes,  homes  where 
their  own  fathers  and  mothers  had  been  divorced,  and 
many  remarried."  Below  that  item  was  printed  these 
words:  "Things  to  Remember:  First,  Broken  homes 
breed  criminals.  Second,  Anyone  who  breaks  or  brings 
unhappiness  to  a  home  is  a  criminal,  just  as  much  as  the 
young  criminal  bred  in  that  home,  and  should  be  pun- 
ished by  our  laws."  Do  you  agree?   It  is  a  striking  truth. 

I  am  astounded,  and  grow  sick  at  heart  when  I  count 
the  number  of  such  criminals,  home  breakers,  within 
our  midst.  But  I  am  more  astonished  and  perplexed  by 
the  way  society  and  church  leaders  continue  to  coun- 
tenance and  accept  the  friendship  and  fellowship  of  such 
offenders,  such  criminals.  Perhaps  you  may  not  recog- 
nize these  people  as  criminals.  Let  me  describe  two  of 
them,  and  I  believe  you  will  agree  that  they  belong  to 
a  group  that  might  well  be  added  to  the  20,000  within 
the  prison  walls. 

In  a  beautiful  country  community  in  Indiana  stands  a 
pretty  white  cottage,  with  lovely,  neat  surroundings. 
Many  times  as  we  have  driven  by  I  have  heard  people 
say,  "What  a  pretty  home!  They  must  be  prosperous 
people."  Yes,  they  were  prosperous,  and  it  took  years 
to  build  such  a  home.  Only  two  years  ago  three  little 
boys  romped  over  the  green  lawn,  and  a  dear  young 
lady  sang  and  chatted  merrily  as  she  helped  her  mother 
with  household  tasks.  Today  no  children  play  upon 
the  green  lawn,  no  one  sings,  the  family  is  scattered; 
only  the  father  is  there  to  do  the  chores  and  go  in  and 
out  those  empty  rooms.  Why?  A  criminal,  uncon- 
victed, lived  in  the  neighborhood.  He,  a  lifelong  friend, 
tempted  and  stole  away  the  affections  of  that  wife  and 
mother.  Vows  and  duty  were  forgotten  under  the  urge 
of  uncontrolled  emotions,  and  she  left  all  that  should 
have  been  dearest  on  earth,  to  live  with  the  one  who  so 
slyly  crept  in  like  a  thief  in  the  night.  Yet,  these  peo- 
ple continue  to  hold  positions  of  prominence,  and  many 
are  willing  to  overlook  the  whole  matter,  and  say,  "We 
are  living  in  a  different  age.  Social  standards  are  dif- 
ferent." Note  this:  society  founded  upon  customs  and 
standards  of  man  has  a  tottering  foundation.  Prin- 
ciples are  eternal,  and  such  as  the  Master  gave  are  di- 
vine. 

In  a  certain  city  sat  a  devoted  mother,  hurriedly  rock- 
ing her  little  one  to  sleep,  and  nervously  listening  for 
the  footsteps  of  the  father,  whom  she  did  not  really  ex- 
pect. Why?  Early  in  the  evening  in  his  haste  to  leave 
for  an  important  engagement,  so  he  said,  this  promising 


young  carpenter  husband  unknowingly  let  slip  from 
his  coat  pocket  a  note,  neatly  written.  "Meet  me  at  the 
south  gateway  of  the  park  at  nine  tonight.  The  moon 
and  the  stars  will  be  waiting  for  us.  Your  new  friend  in 
need,  and  in  love."  And  it  was  signed  by  a  leading 
woman  of  that  community,  a  faithful  attendant  of  the 
midweek  prayer  meeting;  a  social  and  religious  leader, 
lately  divorced.  A  few  knew,  and  saw  her  wily  ways, 
but  they  softly  whisper,  "Did  not  Jesus  protect  the  wom- 
an taken  in  adultery?"  No,  he  did  not.  He  lifted  her 
out  of  it  and  said,  "Go  and  sin  no  more."  We  do  owe 
enough  love  and  concern  for  these  in  sin  that  we  want 
to  lift  them  out  of  their  pitfall;  but  we  cannot  reform 
them  by  patting  them  on  the  shoulder  and  calling  them 
dear  brother,  dear  sister,  or  dear  friend.  To  greet  them 
as  equals  is  to  sacrifice  the  high  ideals  on  which  is 
founded  the  true  Christian's  moral  code.  To  wait  for  a 
law  on  the  statute  books  which  will  convict  and  punish 
these  home  breakers  as  criminals,  seems  hopeless.  But 
if  the  church  and  society  recognizing  such  evil  attempts 
would  brand  that  person,  man  or  woman,  as  a  criminal 
in  our  midst,  we  would  certainly  have  fewer  broken 
homes,  thus  fewer  homes  bringing  up  young  criminals 
for  the  State  Reformatory.  There  are  few  of  them  who 
would  sacrifice  social  position  and  friendships  for  the 
sake  of  gratifying  their  selfish  ambition  to  win  the  af- 
fection away  from  another's  husband  or  wife.  Some,  of 
course,  would  not  be  daunted  by  anything.  But  surely 
there  are  many  in  this  band  of  social  criminals  who 
would  be  loath  to  give  up  their  church  relationship  and 
social  standing  or  business  position,  to  be  branded  as 
"A  Criminal  in  Our  Midst."  As  the  condition  now  is, 
they  have  nothing  to  fear.  They  are  condoned  by  so- 
ciety and  tolerated  by  Christian  (?)  leadership.  Shall 
we  continue  to  smile  at  their  conduct  while  they  in- 
crease the  divorce  records  and  send  more  boys  and  girls 
to  our  reformatories?  It  is  wrong.  May  God  help  us  to 
strengthen  our  convictions,  to  raise  higher  our  stand- 
ards, and  to  be  strong  to  lend  our  influence  against  every 
evil  that  destroys  the  American  home  and  sends  boys 
and  girls  to  criminal  institutions. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Small  Circles 

BY  H.  MIGAN 
Someone  has  said  that  a  small  circle  is  as  perfect 
as  a  large  one.  However,  most  ambitious  people  try 
to  attain  size  in  their  circles  rather  than  perfection. 
In  other  words,  success  is  sometimes  measured  by  the 
size  of  the  splash.  This  is  often  a  childish  attitude.  A 
small  child  may  throw  a  sizable  rock  into  the  water, 
but  more  often  than  not  may  lose  his  balance  and  fall 
into  the  water  also! 

Don't  overlook  small  opportunities.  When  an  oppor- 
tunity to  perform  a  small  task  presents  itself,  do  it 
willingly. 

"The  humble  shall  be  exalted"  is  a  promise.  It  should 
not  be  a  motive  for  the  performance  of  service. 

If  we  lack  natural  inclinations  to  notice  needs  or  to 
offer  the  assistance  within  our  ability,  we  should  con- 
sciously cultivate  habits  of  usefulness  and  kindness  until 
we  do  them  unconsciously. 

The  circle  we  make  may  not  be  large,  but  small 
circles  have  many  uses. 

Prescott,  Mich. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-1942 

Building  With  Christ 
Codendar  lor  Sunday,  September  21 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Overcoming  the  Adversary. — 
Rev.  12:7-12;  15:2-4.  Golden  Text,  And  they  overcame 
him  because  of  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  because  of 
the  word  of  their  testimony;  and  they  loved  not  their 
life  even  unto  death.     Rev.  12:11. 

Christian  Workers,  Learning  to  Pray. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Staying  Within  Bounds. 

Intermediates,  Learn  to  Make  Friends. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Anderson  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Marilla  church,  Mich. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  Woodberry 
church,  Md. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Waterloo  City  church,  Bro.  A. 
P.  Blough,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Myrtle  Point  church,  Oreg.,  Bro. 
F.  H.  Barr,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Cross  Roads  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H. 
H.  Nye,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Kaskaskia  church,  111.,  Bro.  A.  P. 
Musselman,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Georgetown  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
J.  W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

•  •        • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Otho  Winger  in  the  Walnut  church,  Ind.,  Oct.  6- 
19. 

Bro.  H.  C.  Eller,  pastor,  Sept.  21,  in  the  Luray  church, 
Va. 

Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  in  the  Clover  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Nov. 
3-16. 

Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin,  pastor,  Sept.  14-28,  in  the  Okaw 
church,  111. 

Bro.  Robert  Sink  of  Rossville,  Nov.  3,  in  the  Plymouth 
church,  Ind. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  Oct.  13,  in  the  Buck 
Creek  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  John  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  Sept.  21— Oct.  5, 
in  the  Lena  church,  111. 

Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  Nov.  30  in  the 
Falling  Springs  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  in  the  Maple 
Spring  church,  Pa.,  Oct.  5-19. 

Bro.  Elden  M.  Petry  of  North  Canton,  Ohio,  Nov.  17- 
30,  in  the  Pitsburg  church,  Ohio. 


Bro.  Galen  T.  Lehman  of  Springfield,  111.,  Oct.  20  in 
the  Pleasant  View  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery.  Sept.  28— Oct.  12  in  the  Pleasant 
View  church,  Fayetteville,  W.  Va. 

Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes  of  Berlin,  Pa.,  Oct.  5-19,  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  house,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  pastor,  in  the  Holsinger  house, 
Dunnings  Creek  congregation,  Pa.,  Sept.  7. 

Bro.  Alton  Bucher  of  Heidelberg,  Pa.,  Sept.  28  in  the 
Hanoverdale  church,  Big  Swatara  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio,  Sept.  29,  in  the 
Anderson  church,  Ind.,  and  Oct.  13-26  in  the  Spring 
Creek  church,  Pa. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Southern  Indiana  will  have  Eld.  R.  L.  Sink  as  Stand- 
ing Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Conference, 
with  Eld.  A.  P.  Musselman  as  alternate. 

Bro.  Martin  Krieger  has  taken  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
Woodworth  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio.  His  address 
is  changed  from  Fredericktown  to  Poland,  Ohio,  R.  1. 

Bro.  R.  A.  Haney  has  taken  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
Muscatine  church  of  Middle  Iowa  and  his  address  is 
changed  accordingly  from  Lamed,  Kans.,  to  1131  Lucas 
St.,  Muscatine,  Iowa. 

Sister  H.  C.  Early  cannot  write  to  all  her  friends  who 
have  remembered  her  in  her  bereavement  but  she  would 
like  them  to  know  that  she  appreciates  their  sympa- 
thetic interest  more  than  she  can  tell. 

It  was  fortunate  for  us  that  the  convention  of  U.  S. 
mail  carriers  was  in  Los  Angeles  this  year.  That  is 
what  gave  Bro.  I.  C.  Barnhart  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  an  ex- 
cuse to  come  our  way  on  his  return  and  look  us  over. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  and  wife  have  assumed  their  duties 
as  business  manager  and  dietitian,  respectively,  at  Camp 
Stronach  and  their  address  is  changed  from  3435  Van 
Buren  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  to  C.  P.  S.  Camp  No.  17,  Camp 
Stronach,  Manistee,  Mich. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff.  our  church  building  counselor, 
is  too  busy  at  his  job  to  be  seen  often  around  the  Pub- 
lishing House.  We  met  him  at  the  front  door  one  day 
last  week  as  he  and  his  family  were  passing  through  on 
the  way  to  help  more  churches  in  the  West  build  both 
wisely  and  well. 

God  bless  the  likes  of  "our  good  and  faithful  retired 
minister  and  his  wife."  The  reference  is  to  Brother 
David  and  Sister  Jenny  Wagner  of  Beecher  City,  111., 
who  passed  their  eighty-ninth  and  eighty-second  mile- 
stones last  month,  "are  in  fairly  good  health  and  still 
drive  to  church  regularly." 

Bro.  W.  M.  Wine  of  Woodside,  Del.,  entered  into  rest 
from  all  his  earthly  labors  on  Thursday  of  last  week. 
We  have  no  further  particulars.  Bro.  Wine  served  the 
church  long  and  faithfully,  as  teacher,  preacher  and 
counselor,  and  before  Maryland  Collegiate  Institute  had 
changed  its  name  to  Blue  Ridge  College  and  its  location 
from  Union  Bridge  to  New  Windsor,  he  was  president 
of  that  institution. 
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Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert,  Oct.  1,  is  closing  a  pastorate  of 
more  than  eight  years  with  the  East  Dayton  church  of 
Southern  Ohio,  and  taking  up  the  work  at  the  Belve- 
dere church  of  Los  Angeles.  His  new  address  is  133  N. 
Eastman  Ave.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

^  Two  veterans  of  our  China  mission  field,  Sisters  Mi- 
nerva Metzger  andJVTary  Schaeffer,  were  in  conference 
with  the  mission  rooms  one  day  last  week.  With  more 
than  thirty  years  of  memories  in  the  one  case  and  near- 
ly twenty-five  in  the  other,  do  you  wonder  that  their 
hearts  are  still  with  the  persecuted  friends  they  left 
behind? 

Bro.  Wilbur  H.  Neff,  pastor  of  the  Pittsburgh  church, 
1120  Greenfield  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  wants  to  hear 
from  pastors  and  others  who  know  of  persons  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area  who  came  from  Brethren  homes  and 
are  not  now  in  contact  with  the  church.  Write  him,  giv- 
ing complete  name  and  address,  if  possible. 

When  Sister  Nettie  Senger  dropped  in  last  week  for 
a  few  minutes  she  was  expecting  to  see  Bro.  Ernest 
Wampler  in  Chicago  next  day  as  he  was  making  his 
way  westward.  He  and  Bro.  O.  C.  Sollenberger  were 
scheduled  to  sail  Monday  last  from  San  Francisco  on  a 
freighter  bound  for  some  port  from  which  the  now  fam- 
ous Burma  road  should  take  them  into  the  China  in- 
terior.   Let's  follow  them  with  our  prayers. 

Not  the  House  but  the  kith  and  kin  who  serve  here 
bring  not  a  few  of  our  visitors,  none  the  less  welcome 
on  that  account.  So  it  was  last  week  with  Brother  and 
Sister  John  Andes  of  Mound  City,  Mo.,  whose  daughter, 
Martha,  is  secretary  in  the  general  manager's  office.  So 
also  with  the  Hollinger  brothers  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  Graybill 
and  Morgan,  whose  sister  Grace  serves  the  Y.  P.  D.  di- 
rector in  like  manner.  And  so,  once  more,  with  Bro. 
Charles  N.  Garber  and  family  of  Centerville,  Ohio, 
whose  brother,  Ora  W.,  is  our  literary  editor,  and  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Bro.  John  Hepner  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
the  last-named  escorted  by  his  eleven-year-old  niece, 
Martha  Jane  Stebbins. 


Miscellaneous   Items 

The  Arcadia  church  of  Southern  Indiana  will  have  an 
all-day  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming,  with  dinner 
at  noon,  tomorrow,  Sept.  21. 

The  Germany  Valley  home-coming,  Aughwick  con- 
gregation, Middle  Pennsylvania,  will  be  held  Oct.  12  at 
2:30  P.  M.  and  7:30,  with  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  and  wife 
and  children  as  the  speakers.     "Everyone  welcome." 

All  day  tomorrow,  Sept.  21,  the  Markleysburg  church 
of  Western  Pennsylvania  will  observe  home-coming.  A 
basket  dinner  will  be  served.  "Everyone  who  has  ever 
worshiped  in  either  the  old  or  new  building  is  cordially 
invited  to  be  present." 

The  Bremen  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will  have 
harvest  meeting  and  rally  day,  with  basket  dinner,  Oct. 
5.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  speak  both  morning  and  after- 
noon. "A  hearty  invitation  is  extended  to  friends  and 
our  neighboring  churches." 

The  Nokesville  church  of  Eastern  Virginia  will  dedi- 
cate its  new  parsonage  Sept.  28.  Bro.  Cecil  O.  Sho- 
walter  of  Sipesville,  Pa.,  pastor  when  the  parsonage 
work  was  begun,  will  preach.  Basket  lunch.  Home- 
coming service  in  the  afternoon  in  which  ministers  who 
have  served  here  will  take  part.  "All  members,  former 
members  and  friends  are  urged  to  be  present." 


The  Beech  Grove  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  near  Hol- 
lansburg,  will  have  home-coming  day  with  basket  din- 
ner, Sept.  28.  "We  extend  an  invitation  to  all  to  come 
and  enjoy  the  day  with  us." 

That  Zug-Zook-Zuck  reunion  which  was  scheduled 
for  next  Saturday,  Sept.  27,  Mount  Hope  house,  Chiques 
congregation,  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  has  been  called  off 
on  account  of  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic. 

The  Montgomery  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  has 
planned  an  all-day  home-coming,  with  basket  dinner, 
for  Sept.  28.  Pastor  J.  A.  Robinson  of  Johnstown  will 
be  the  speaker.  "All  former  and  present  members,  and 
friends  of  other  churches  are  cordially  invited." 

The  East  Nimishillen  congregation  of  Northeastern 
Ohio  will  have  an  all-day  home-coming  and  harvest 
meeting  with  basket  dinner  tomorrow,  Sept.  21.  Spe- 
cial speakers  morning,  afternoon  and  night,  also  musical 
program  in  the  afternoon.  "All  old  friends  and  former 
members  are  especially  invited." 

The  Richland  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio,  six  miles 
north  of  Mansfield,  will  have  an  all-day  home-coming 
and  harvest  meeting  Sept.  28.  Basket  dinner.  Pastor 
F.  Blake  Million  will  speak  in  the  forenoon  in  connec- 
tion with  rally  and  installation  services.  Bro.  W.  H. 
Miley  will  give  the  afternoon  address,  following  remi- 
niscences and  other  special  features.  "A  cordial  invita- 
tion is  extended  to  neighboring  churches,  ministers,  for- 
mer members  and  friends." 

Pioneer  Project  (Intermediate).  During  the  coming 
year  the  intermediates  will  be  working  on  a  project 
quite  definitely  their  own.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Pio- 
neer Project.  This  project  will  give  outlets  for  service, 
open  doors  for  reading  and  studying  interesting  mis- 
sionary books,  and  provide  the  opportunity  of  giving  to 
specific  and  needy  causes.  A  little  pamphlet  explaining 
the  Pioneer  Project  in  more  detail  will  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution by  Oct.  15.  Order  it  from  the  General  Boards, 
Elgin,  111. 

Any  registrant  whose  request  for  exemption  as  a  con- 
scientious objector  is  rejected  by  the  Local  Board  and 
the  appeal  board,  following  hearing  by  the  Department 
of  Justice  hearing  officers,  has  the  opportunity  within 
ten  days  to  file  an  appeal  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  letter  addressed  to  the  President 
should  outline  in  detail  the  case  the  registrant  feels  he 
has.  In  addition  it  would  be  well  to  write  to  Lewis  B. 
Hershey,  director  of  Selective  Service,  enclosing  a  car- 
bon of  the  letter  to  the  President.  It  would  be  helpful 
if  these  letters  to  General  Hershey,  but  not  to  the  Presi- 
dent, were  sent  to  the  National  Service  Board  so  that 
they  could  be  handed  personally  to  General  Hershey. 

The  Cloverdale  Church  of  the  Brethren:  "On  July  27 
a  special  service  was  held  at  the  Cloverdale  church 
when  we  dedicated  the  improvements  recently  made. 
This  work  was  directed  by  our  building  committee:  J. 
S.  Crumpacker,  chairman;  J.  W.  Sanderson;  L.  W.  San- 
derson; L.  N.  Layman;  C.  J.  Kinzie;  J.  W.  Layman;  and 
Q.  J.  Flora.  The  church  was  built  in  1913;  in  1930  two 
new  Sunday-school  rooms  were  added  in  the  basement, 
and  a  choir  loft  was  built  about  the  same  time.  The 
present  improvements  included  a  new  vestibule,  insula- 
tion of  ceiling,  redecorating  the  interior,  refinishing 
floors,  new  leaded  glass  windows  and  automatic  oil- 
burning  furnace.  Bro.  R.  G.  Layman  donated  a  fine  new 
piano  for  the  auditorium  and  the  women's  organization 
furnished  Brussels  carpet  for  the  aisles  and  rostrum." 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


Planning  for  Intermediates 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 
Iniermediaie   Work   Brings  Many   Satisfactions 

All  persons  who  are  truly  seeking  to  live  nobly  de- 
sire to  make  a  definite  contribution  to  the  common 
good.  Perhaps  there  is  no  greater  need  for  service 
than  that  of  guiding  early  adolescent  boys  and  girls 
in  Christian  living.  The  results  of  such  services  bring 
great  satisfaction  to  intermediate  leaders.  I  had  the 
privilege  recently  of  visiting  Boys'  Town,  Nebraska. 
Father  Flanagan  must  be  one  of  the  happiest  men  in 
our  country,  realizing  as  he  does  that  he  is  providing 
homes  for  hundreds  of  homeless  boys. 

What  can  be  more  rewarding  than  to  have  a  father 
of  an  alert  intermediate  boy  express  appreciation  for 
your  influence  on  his  son?  Some  of  the  outstanding 
satisfactions  of  my  life  have  been  the  times  when 
parents  have  spoken  to  me,  or  have  written  letters  of 
appreciation  for  my  efforts  in  Sunday  school,  club 
and  camp.  Effective  leadership  brings  many  rewards. 
Parents  should  be  more  free  to  express  appreciation 
to  leaders. 

The  Most  Successful  Leaders 

1.  Plan  their  work  ahead. 

2.  Devote  considerable  time  to  intermediate  work. 

3.  Attend  camps,  conferences  and  training  schools. 

4.  Stay  by  the  job  for  two  or  more  years. 

5.  Keep  in  touch  with  the  latest  promotional  and 
curriculum  material. 

6.  Seek  to  become  more  Christian  in  their  own  per- 
sonal lives. 

Well-Qualified  Leaders  Have 

1.  The  respect  of  parents  and  church  leaders. 

2.  A  sincere  liking  for  boys  and  girls. 

3.  Strict  standards  for  sportsmanship  and  honesty. 

4.  Enthusiasm  for  intermediate  work. 

5.  The  good  will  of  the  boys  and  girls. 

6.  Unselfishness — an  enjoyment  in  working  with  oth- 
ers. 

7.  A  co-operative  spirit — the  ability  to  work  well  with 
others. 

8.  A  growing  Christian  experience. 

9.  Perseverance — an  unwillingness  to  give  up. 

10.  Ability  to  encourage  others  to  assume  responsi- 
bility. 

Areas  in  Which  Iniermediaie  Leaders  Should  Be 
Interested 

The  Sunday  Morning  Service 

The  Sunday-school  class  is  well  established  in  most 
churches;  therefore,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  en- 
rich the  experiences  on  Sunday  morning.  The  success- 
ful teacher  makes  thorough  preparation,  is  at  church 
ahead  of  time  to  greet  pupils,  stays  for  the  preaching 
hour,  learns  to  know  the  individuality  of  each  pupil, 
visits  in  the  homes  of  the  pupils,  plans  recreational 
periods  and  other  activities  for  both  Sunday  and  week- 
days. Intermediates  should  be  encouraged  to  participate 
in  the  morning  worship,  including  the  sermon.  The 
service  should  be  planned  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
younger  groups  as  well  as  those  of  adults.  Frequently 
intermediates  should  have  some  definite  part  in  the 
service.     They  should  be  made  to  feel  that  the  church 


needs  them,  that  it  has  something  to  offer  which  meets 
their  needs. 

The  Home 

Increasingly  the  home  is  recognized  as  the  most  po- 
tent character-building  agency.  The  church  needs  to 
help  the  home  in  a  more  vigorous  and  systematic  way. 
This  service  should  reach  homes  of  members  and  non- 
members.  Our  homes  need  to  be  more  attractive  and 
interesting.  A  great  deal  can  be  done  if  parents  take 
an  interest.  In  a  research  which  I  made  a  few  years 
ago,  with  returns  from  500  intermediates,  more  than 
fifty  per  cent  said  they  would  like  for  their  parents  to 
spend  more  time  with  them  and  take  more  interest  in 
their  hobbies.  Parents  can  do  a  much  better  job  in  this 
regard  if  they  receive  a  plan  with  definite  suggestions 
from  the  church.  I  believe,  for  instance,  that  the  de- 
votional life  of  the  home  could  be  greatly  enriched  if 
the  church  gave  more  definite  guidance.  Intermediate 
leaders  can  do  a  great  deal  to  make  the  church  program 
more  effective  for  the  home. 

The  Larger  Community  Relations 

The  intermediates  are  entering  a  period  of  life  when 
more  time  will  be  spent  away  from  home — the  gang, 
school  activities  and  community  activities  are  calling 
for  time.  One  of  the  big  needs  is  to  get  high  ideals  and 
right  attitudes  established,  so  that  proper  decisions  on 
ethical  and  moral  matters  can  and  will  be  made.  Inter- 
mediate leaders  can  often  have  more  influence  in  this 
regard  than  parents. 

It  is  our  feeling  that  the  church  should  take  the  ini- 
tiative in  co-operating  with  character-building  agencies 
in  the  community.  The  4-H  club  in  rural  areas  is  es- 
pecially adaptable  to  church  co-operation.  A  number  of 
our  churches  are  sponsoring  Boy  Scout  troops.    The  Boy 
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Scout  movement  does  not  have  the  official  sanction  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  However,  where  local 
groups  see  fit  to  follow  the  Scout  program,  we  would 
like  to  help.  For  instance,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
names  of  Scoutmasters  and  Eagle  Scouts.  We  believe 
we  can  give  some  Brethren  flavor  in  many  local  troops, 
and ( to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C.  A.  and  other  char- 
acter building  agencies  that  deserve  our  support. 

Curriculum  and  Program  Helps 

Graded  and  Uniform  Lessons  for  Sunday  schools. 
Pioneer  Manuals  for  both  boys  and  girls,  15c  each. 
Pioneer  Manuals  (Leader)  10c  each. 
Intermediate  Needs,  free. 
Intermediate  Manual,  free. 
Programs  topics  for  1941-42,  free. 

Helps  for  Leaders 

Guiding  the  Adolescent — Thorns. 

What  It  Means  to  Grow  Up — Kunkel. 

Building  the  Intermediate  Program — Desjardins. 

Intermediate  Method  in  the  Church  School — McKib- 
ben. 

These  books  and  others  in  this  field  are  in  the  Breth- 
ren Loan  Library  at  Elgin. 

District  Directors 

The  Elgin  office  feels  that  intermediate  work  can  best 
be  promoted  by  having  an  intermediate  director  in  each 
district.  This  appointment  should  be  made  by  the  dis- 
trict board  of  Christian  education.  It  is  our  hope  that 
all  districts  will  appoint  directors.  Write  Raymond  R. 
Peters  for  qualifications  and  duties  of  district  directors. 
Below  is  a  list  of  those  appointed  to  date: 

California,  Northern,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Myers. 

California,  Southern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer,  girls'  work; 
Paul  L.  Duke,  boys'  work. 

Idaho,  Mrs.  Mary  McClure. 

Illinois,  Northern,  Mrs.  S.  L.  Cover. 

Illinois,  Southern,  Mrs.  John  B.  Wieand. 

Indiana,  Northern,  Mrs.  Forrest  Ober. 

Michigan,  A.  E.  Taylor. 

Ohio,  Southern,  Russell  Helstern. 

Oklahoma.  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  Cleo 
C.  Beery. 

Pennsylvania,  Eastern,  Mrs.  Rufus  K.  Eby. 

Pennsylvania,  Middle,  Mildred  Sollenberger. 

Pennsylvania,  Southwestern,  Edith  Replogle. 

Virginia,  First,  Ralph  E.  White. 

Washington,  John  Crist. 

Intermediates  at  Annual  Conference 

Fred  W.  Butterbaugh  supervised  in  a  very  efficient 
manner  the  intermediates  at  the  La  Verne  Conference 
and  in  the  statement  below  he  gives  a  bird's-eye  view 
of  the  program. 

The  average  attendance  ranged  from  50  to  75  with  125 
present  Sunday  morning.  There  were  thirty  intermedi- 
ates from  fourteen  states  other  than  California.  Their 
program  consisted  of  spiritual,  educational,  and  social 
features. 

On  Thursday  morning  following  registration  and  a 
worship  program,  Leland  S.  Brubaker  gave  a  challeng- 
ing Bible  talk.  Then  Merlin  Eisenbise  took  the  group 
on  a  nature-study  hike.  In  the  afternoon,  Bill  Smith  of 
Indiana  led  the  group  in  a  two-hour  period  of  recrea- 
tion. 

Friday    morning    following    a    worship    program    two 


reels  of  an  educational  film  were  shown  with  an  ex- 
planation by  Grace  Hollinger.  Bonita  High  School 
plunge  was  a  wet  place  for  fifty  intermediates  during 
the  afternoon.  All  had  a  good  time,  including  the  adult 
leader. 

The  intermediates  were  urged  to  attend  the  general 
Conference  Saturday  morning.  In  the  afternoon  about 
sixty  took  a  picnic  lunch  and  hiked  to  an  old  vacant 
Spanish  adobe  house.  After  exploring  the  house  and 
the  near-by  countryside,  the  group  gathered  in  the 
patio  and  listened  to  Rev.  Velasco,  Mexican  pastor  from 
La  Verne,  tell  about  the  Spanish  in  early  California 
days.  After  eating  lunch  and  drinking  free  punch,  the 
group  hiked  back  to  the  Conference  grounds. 

The  Sunday  morning  session  was  the  climax  of  the  in- 
termediate program.  Bill  Smith  was  superintendent. 
The  children's  choir  from  the  Glendale  church  con- 
tributed a  special  musical  number,  followed  by  a  brief 
message  from  Raymond  R.  Peters.  Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer, 
secretary  of  girls'  work  for  the  district  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  Arizona,  taught  the  Sunday-school  lesson. 

We  believe  the  intermediates  who  attended  the  Con- 
ference had  a  good  time  and  also  received  much  that 
was  valuable. 

Write  to  the  Board  of  Christian  Education,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  for  help  and  suggestions  on  intermediate 
work. 


MEN'S   WORK 


Something  to  Share 


By  Harl  Russell,  President  of  Men's  Work 
This  summer  there  was  held  a  fine  Regional  Men's 
Work  Conference  at  Palmyra,  Pa.  Of  the  many  good 
reports  of  men's  work  rallies  and  conferences,  this  one 
has  been  reported  more  in  detail  than  any  other  I  have 
received  to  date.  It  is  most  encouraging  to  read  the 
very  constructive  suggestions  that  have  been  gleaned 
from  seven  addresses. 

Five  of  these  messages  dealt  with  the  five  general 
projects  of  men's  work:  Church  Attendance,  Father 
and  Son  Relations,  Messenger  Subscriptions,  Home  Mis- 
sion Offering  and  Personal  Evangelism.  Every  speaker 
gave  practical  suggestions  concerning  the  importance 
of  each  project  and  how  it  could  be  made  to  work  in 
every  local  church. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  transcribe  what  was  con- 
tained in  more  than  four  pages  of  this  good  report. 
A  word  to  wise  men's  work  leaders  should  be  sufficient. 
For  a  copy  of  the  report,  write  to  Joseph  W.  Kettering, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


TEMPERANCE 


The  Truth  About  Alcohol 


The  Truth  About  Alcohol  in  This  Hour  of  National 
Emergency  is  a  ten-cent  pamphlet  which  every  min- 
ister, Sunday-school  teacher,  and  family  of  America 
should  have  and  read.  The  American  Business  Men's 
Research  Foundation  has  gathered  up-to-the-minute  in- 
formation as  to  the  relation  of  alcohol  to  present-day 
events. 

In  these  sixteen  pages  are  enough  facts  to  cause  our 
citizens  to  rise  up  and  demand  a  halt  in  the  advances 
of  the  liquor  traffic,  if  they  were  known.  We  now  spend 
5  billion  dollars  a  year  for  liquor  and  5  billion  more  to 
repair  the  damages  it  does.    Consumption  of  pure  alco- 
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hoi  in  the  United  States  is  very  near  one  gallon  per 
capita  each  year.  We  have  now  in  our  nation  1,000,000 
chronic  alcoholics  and  are  adding  60,000  new  ones  each 
year.  There  are  two  taverns  for  every  active  church  or- 
ganization and  three  for  every  public  school. 

Beer  is  legally  placed  in  the  canteens  of  all  of  our 
army  training  camps  and  the  territory  in  close  proximi- 
ty of  each  is  flooded  with  hard  liquor  taverns  and  road- 
houses.  The  liquor  traffic  is  doing  its  utmost  to  make 
customers  of  every  one  of  the  millions  of  young  men 
now  being  trained  for  defense.  There  are  now  in  con- 
gress two  bills  which  aim  at  removing  this  hazard  from 
the  camps  and  vicinity.  These  need  the  support  of  ev- 
ery Christian  citizen.  The  least  you  can  do  is  order  a 
few  of  these  pamphlets  from  the  Board  of  Christian 
Education,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois,  and  see 
that  they  are  read. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


A  Little  Child  Shall  Lead 

Were  you  just  too  busy  to  teach  in  your  local  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  this  summer?  Or  was  it  just  too 
hot?     Let  me  tell  you  a  story — a  true  story. 

About  two  years  ago  our  beloved  pastor  and  his  fam- 
ily were  called  to  a  charge  in  West  Virginia,  a  charge  in 
the  mountains,  and  yet  not  of  the  mountains.  This 
summer  they  received  an  appeal  for  a  vacation  Bible 
school  in  a  little  church  which  was  really  of  the  moun- 
tains. Their  eldest  daughter,  who  was  to  do  this  sort  of 
work  throughout  the  district,  did  not  have  time  for  an- 
other school.  She  went  over  her  schedule  carefully.  No, 
there  was  no  time  for  a  school  for  these  folks  who  were 
so  anxious.  But  Pat,  her  little  sister,  understood  the 
situation.    And  Pat  is  a  girl  of  action. 

"Daddy,"  she  said,  "mother  and  I  could  go  up  there 
and  hold  a  vacation  school.  They  really  need  it  and 
want  it.  When  people  ask  for  a  vacation  Bible  school  it 
should  not  be  denied  them.  Why,  in  some  places  they've 
even  discontinued  vacation  schools  for  lack  of  interest." 

Her  father  smiled  down  into  the  sweet,  eager  face  of 
his  fourteen-year-old.  "Why,  Pat,  your  mother  couldn't 
do  it  all  alone.  She  just  isn't  able.  I  know  there's  a 
need,  a  great  need.  But  I'm  tied  down  with  my  re- 
sponsibilities here." 

"But,  daddy,  I  could  teach  the  younger  ones,  couldn't 
I?" 

"Do  you  think  you  know  enough  about  the  Bible  and 
about  teaching  boys  and  girls?" 

"Those  boys  and  girls  haven't  had  much  opportunity 
for  Bible  study.  I've  been  taught  Bible  ever  since  I 
came  to  this  earth.    Surely  I  have  something  for  them." 

"Well,  Pat,  I'll  think  about  it.  But  I  think  it's  too  big 
an  undertaking." 

A  few  days  later  Pat  was  rejoiced  to  hear  her  father 
say,  "Well,  Pat,  I've  been  up  on  the  mountain.  I  feel 
sure  that  you  could  teach  those  boys  and  girls  some- 
thing about  the  Bible.  Now,  let's  see,  we'd  better  out- 
line what  you  intend  to  teach — " 

"Oh,  I  have  that  all  planned."  And  Pat  produced  a 
set  of  lesson  plans  for  her  school.  Questioning  revealed 
that  she  had  been  carefully  watching  her  vacation 
school  teachers  and  knew  just  how  it  was  done. 

The  vacation  school  was  considered  a  success.  Pupils 
walked  five  miles  each  way.     Not  little  boys  and  girls 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

How  Increase  Sunday-school  Attendance? 

Scripture:    Psalm  84 
Sunday,  October  5 

I.  What  is  the  situation  in  your  school? 

1.  Does  your  school  have  an  average  attendance  of 
85%  of  those  enrolled?     Some  do. 

2.  Are  there  many  persons  in  your  community  neg- 
lected by  the  church? 

3.  Do  your  parents  take  their  children  away  in  auto- 
mobiles on  pleasant  Sundays? 

4.  Do  all  the  parents  of  your  children  attend  Sunday 
school? 

5.  Are  some  of  your  scholars  dropping  out  because  of 
lack  of  interest? 

6.  Would  your  old  Sunday-school  record  books  reveal 
some  persons  who  could  be  interested  again? 

7.  Is  your  school  growing? 

II.  What  can  be  done? 

1.  Cultivate  the  homes. 

Visit  the  homes.  Have  an  understanding  with  par- 
ents as  to  what  the  school  is  trying  to  do.  Enlist  their 
co-operation.  Offer  courses  on  family  life.  Sermons 
should  challenge  whole  families  to  the  importance  of  re- 
ligious education. 

2.  Follow  up  absentees! 

By  a  card,  a  telephone  call,  a  visit. 

By  the  teachers  and  officers  feeling  the  importance  of 
their  work  and  expressing  it  to  the  pupils. 

By  making  the  class  sessions  so  interesting  that  the 
absentee  will  feel  he  missed  something. 

3.  Discover  and  reach  new  prospects. 

Older  children  on  cradle  roll — new  families  moving 
into  the  community — persons  who  used  to  be  active. 

Parents,  young  people,  and  children  should  be  con- 
tacted by  the  class  to  which  they  naturally  belong. 

Make  a  list  of  the  things  your  school  has  to  offer 
these  unreached  people.  Does  your  school  have  good 
teaching?  Christian  fellowship?  real  worship?  oppor- 
tunity for  Christian  service? 

4.  Improve  the  school. 

Better  leaders.  Good  literature.  More  convenient 
classrooms  and  equipment.  Library.  Workers'  confer- 
ences. Teacher  training  courses.  Spiritual  atmosphere. 
Good  singing. 


alone,  but  eighteen-  and  twenty-year-olds  as  well.  On 
rainy  days  the  attendance  swelled  as  those  who  on  sun- 
ny days  were  working  the  fields  seized  the  opportunity 
to  hear  more  of  God's  Word.  And  they  all  came  back, 
bringing  others  with  them  to  the  missionary  programs 
which  their  guest  teachers  arranged  on  three  evenings. 
They  were  eager  for  all  they  could  get. 

Pat's  favorite  experience  was  teaching  the  Lord's 
Prayer  to  her  class  of  eighteen,  not  one  of  whom  knew 
it.  One  little  girl  thought  she  did,  but  it  proved  to  be 
the  traditional  "Now  I  lay  me  down." 

Questioned  about  the  discipline,  Pat  gravely  an- 
swered, "Well,  I  thought  it  might  be  hard,  but  they 
were  so  interested  they  didn't  want  to  misbehave." 

I  wish  that  you,  too,  might  have  seen  Pat's  face  as  she 
told  me  her  story.  Her  eyes  sparkled.  Her  face  was 
wreathed  in  smiles.    Pat  had  found  the  joy  of  service. 

Denton,  Md.  Genevieve  Seese. 
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Camp  Wa-Shun-Ga 

About  eighty-five  Kansas  youth  met  again  this  year  at 
Camp  Wa-Shun-Ga,  Aug.  11-16,  for  five  glorious  days 
of  co-operative,  creative  living.  Inspiration  received 
from  these  days  and  hours  of  recreation,  work  and  fel- 
lowship together  should  have  given  to  each  camper  a 
renewed  vision  of  God's  great  tasks  for  him  and  a  call 
to  service  in  his  name. 

Outstanding  leaders  such  as  Mr.  Wang  Tung,  Hylton 
Harman,  James  H.  Elrod,  Bernard  King  and  Mrs.  King, 
Kurtis  Naylor,  Elizabeth  Mohler,  Desmond  Bittinger, 
Raymond  Flory  and  wife,  and  Herbert  Michael  were 
there.  This  group  conducted  classes  on  China  missions, 
peace,  church  history,  Bible  study,  music,  B.  Y.  P.  D., 
social  problems,  personality,  and  astronomy.  This  year's 
camp  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  such  a  fine 
group  of  leaders  who  guided  the  minds  of  campers  into 
such  worth-while  channels. 

The  money  raised  at  camp  through  free-will  offerings 
and  sacrificial  giving  will  be  used  to  send  a  young  per- 
son to  the  Kansas  work  camp  next  year. 

Several  new  officers  were  added  to  the  state  cabinet 
during  camp.  They  are:  Kenneth  Wampler,  Kent  Nay- 
lor and  Bob  Reed.  Other  cabinet  members  are:  Presi- 
dent, Roy  McAuley;  Secretary-Treasurer,  Mary  Lowe; 
Camp  Manager,  Zeta  Rogers.  Bro.  James  H.  Elrod  was 
elected  to  serve  as  next  year's  camp  director  to  succeed 
Brethren  Hylton  Harman  and  Bernard  King,  co-direc- 
tors. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  days  at  camp  may  have  made  a 
profound  impression  upon  the  life  of  each  camper  and 
that  each  may  have  been  inspired  to  go  out  into  life 
with  uplifted  ideals  and  strong  purpose  to  do  God's 
work. 

Chicago,  111.  Mary  Lowe,  Secretary. 


From  a  Personal  Letter 


I  feel  myself  a  member  of  the  church  though  I  have 
been  away  from  church  services  for  forty  years  except 
on  my  visits  to  Illinois  and  occasionally  to  Los  Angeles. 

I  was  brought  up  in  a  typical  Dunker  family.  My 
mother,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Lilligh,  was  the  first  woman  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Meeting.  My  stepfather  was  a  devoted 
church  member.  After  he  left  the  farm  to  live  in  Mul- 
berry Grove  he  built  and  furnished  a  church  with  the 
proviso  it  should  always  be  used  for  religious  services, 
but  there  is  not  a  member  left  in  the  town,  and  when 
I  was  there  two  years  ago  the  building  had  been  made 
into  a  dwelling. 

Our  home  was  a  short  distance  from  the  country 
church  of  Mulberry  Grove  and  all  the  visiting  ministers 
stayed  there.  Several  were  from  Cerro  Gordo;  I  re- 
member Elder  John  Metzger.  The  older  ones  called 
him  Brother  John  or  Brother  Metzger,  but  to  us  he 
was  our  beloved  Uncle  Johnny.  It  has  been  nearly 
sixty  years  since  I  last  heard  him  speak,  but  it  seems 
I  can  see  him  shake  back  his  long  wavy  gray  hair  and 
hear  him  exclaim,  "My  friends,  my  brethren."  Elder 
Joseph  Hendricks  and  another  Elder  Frantz,  David  was 
the  name,  I  think,  were  often  there. 

I  well  remember  when  the  church  was  divided;  our 
congregation  was  not  affected,  but  a  number  of  us  were 
at  the  Hurricane  church  near  Pleasant  Mound  when 
Eld.  Joshua  Kessler  led  the  Old  Order  ones  out,  saying 
as  they  went,  "Fear  not,  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Fa- 
ther's good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom."  If  Elders 


H.  R.  Holsinger  and  S.  H.  Bashor  were  living  now  they 
would  see  many  of  their  ideas  accepted  by  the  church 
without  question.  A  little  patience  and  forbearance 
on  both  sides  would  have  kept  them  all  in  the  church. 
The  church  may  have  put  too  much  stress  on  plain 
dressing,  but  the  pendulum  has  swung  to  the  other 
extreme.  To  me  plain  attire  was  and  is  yet  "the  out- 
ward and  visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace." 
The  Salvation  Army  lassie's  garb  wins  respect  for  her 
no  matter  where  she  goes.  You  younger  people  cannot 
be  expected  to  see  eye  to  eye  with  us  old  fogies.  Years 
ago  the  Brethren  at  Work  printed  an  old  poem  be- 
ginning, "The  church  and  the  world  walked  far  apart 
on  the  changeless  shores  of  time."  It  seems  to  me  they 
are  walking  much  too  close  together  now. 

The  poem  you  mention  was  written  many  years  ago 
by  my  brother,  John  Nowlan,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  see 
it  in  print.  He  was  a  contributor  to  the  Inglenook  for 
several  years  and  in  1908  was  asked  to  take  the  edi- 
torial chair,  but  for  family  reasons  did  not  accept.  A 
few  years  ago  I  had  several  bound  volumes  of  the 
Inglenook  sent  to  him  from  the  Messenger  office.  Many 
of  his  articles  were  in  them. 

The  dark  shadow  of  war  is  over  our  country.  May 
God  help  us. 

Santa   Cruz,   Calif.  Nellie   Fink. 


Youth  in  the  Sacrament 


It  was  the  last  day,  Friday,  Aug.  15,  of  young  people's 
camp  at  Sugar  Grove,  near  Covington,  Ohio.  Since  the 
time  we  had  arrived,  Sunday  the  10th,  we  young  people 
had  come  to  know  nearly  everyone  of  the  fifty-six 
other  campers  and  the  sixteen  leaders.  We  had  many 
happy  memories  to  take  home  with  us,  but  none  so  im- 
pressive as  that  of  the  night  of  which  I  write.  In  the 
late  afternoon  the  campers  had  beaten  the  leaders  in  a 
volley  ball  game  on  the  rain-soaked  volley  ball  court. 
Two  of  the  leaders'  players,  Ray  Noffsinger  and  Howard 
"Solly"  Sollenberger,  recently  returned  relief  worker 
from  China,  had  made  spectacular  "spills"  in  the  mud. 
But  this  had  only  added  to  our  friendship. 

By  7:00  P.  M.  almost  all  the  campers  and  leaders  were 
gathered  on  the  north  side  of  the  church  (which  served 
as  a  meeting  place),  looking  their  very  best.  None  of 
the  boys  wore  coats  because  very  few  of  them  had  coats 
at  camp;  the  girls  for  the  same  reason  wore  anklets  in- 
stead of  stockings. 

At  7:20  the  bell  rang  for  vespers.  The  group  ad- 
journed to  the  east  side  of  the  church,  under  a  ma- 
jestic elm  tree.  Elder  Paul  W.  Kinsel  led  the  self- 
examination  services.  After  the  services  the  leaders 
left  the  group  and  Rosa  Page  Welch,  Negro  soprano 
from  Chicago,  led  the  campers  in  singing  some  sacred 
songs. 

At  8  o'clock  the  group  went  into  the  basement  of  the 
church  where  before  them  were  set  the  communion 
tables.  There  was  only  the  candlelight  to  give  the 
room  light.  The  tables  were  arranged  in  two  rows.  At 
one  end,  between  the  tables,  was  an  altar  on  which 
were  a  cross  and  the  candle  used  to  represent  the  South- 
ern Ohio  young  people's  $4,000  project  for  this  year. 
With  the  exception  of  about  ten  persons,  the  group  was 
composed  of  those  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  thir- 
ty years.  All  the  girls  wore  prayer  coverings,  having 
been  instructed  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  to  write 
home  for  them  or  to  buy  one  at  camp  if  they  did  not 
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bring  a  covering  with  them  to  camp.  Elder  Paul  W. 
Kinsel  officiated. 

Because  there  were  no  hymnbooks,  the  earlier  custom 
of  lining  the  hymns  was  used.  Then  came  the  feet- 
washing  service,  followed  by  the  supper  (which  con- 
sisted of  the  traditional  beef,  beef  soup,  bread  and 
water),  then  the  breaking  of  the  bread.  The  commun- 
ion bread  was  about  three  inches  long,  and  it  was 
shared  with  the  person  across  the  table.  Next  came  the 
drinking  of  the  wine  (which  was  served  in  individual 
paper  cups).  The  service  was  ended  with  prayer.  Each 
one  at  the  table  was  furnished  with  a  small  candle.  He 
lighted  his  candle  with  the  large  project  candle,  then 
went  outside,  where  a  large  circle  was  formed.  Here 
was  held  the  final  services  of  the  evening.  This  seemed 
to  be  the  perfect  ending  of  a  week  of  youth  fellowship 
and  Building  With  Christ. 

Dayton,  Ohio.  Glenna  Lambert. 


upon?  If  the  names  and  addresses  are  sent  to  the  under- 
signed he  will  try  to  get  the  information  concerning 
near-by  churches  to  both  pastors  and  newcomers. 

The  spirit  of  the  conference  was  one  of  seriousness  in 
a  great  emergency.    May  the  Father  guide  us  all. 

Pomona,  Calif.  Edgar  Rothrock,  Secretary. 


District  Meeting,  Southern  California  and  Arizona 

With  Harry  Thomas  as  program  chairman  the  confer- 
ence met  at  La  Verne,  Aug.  28  to  Sept.  1.  Bro.  Thomas 
had  been  assisted  in  arranging  the  program  by  Royal 
Glick  and  Mrs.  Leroy  Ikenberry.  The  various  boards 
presented  their  programs,  reporting  work  accomplished 
and  hopes  for  the  future.  The  business  session  met  on 
Labor  Day  with  the  beautiful  auditorium  of  the  La 
Verne  church  comfortably  filled.  The  session  took  the 
entire  day  and  was  directed  by  J.  P.  Dickey,  moderator; 
Frank  Howell,  reader;  the  writer,  secretary. 

Dr.  Kurtz  was  elected  moderator;  Harry  Thomas, 
reader;  the  writer,  secretary  for  the  coming  year.  They 
were  impressively  installed  at  the  close  of  the  session 
by  Bro.  Dickey.  They  will  direct  the  work  during  the 
year  and  serve  at  the  1942  conference  at  Phoenix,  Ariz., 
Oct.  15-19.  G.  O.  Stutsman,  and  S.  L.  Barnhart  were 
elected  to  serve  on  the  next  Standing  Committee. 

This  year  has  been  of  unusual  interest  because  we 
had  the  privilege  of  entertaining  the  Annual  Conference 
for  the  third  time.  Brethren  H.  A.  Frantz,  J.  E.  Steinour 
and  C.  I.  Myer  made  their  reports,  answered  questions 
freely,  thanked  those  who  helped  to  make  the  Confer- 
ence a  success,  reported  all  bills  paid.  They  were  given 
a  vote  of  appreciation.  It  is  a  great  privilege  to  have 
the  Conference.    We  hope  it  will  come  again. 

It  was  a  time  of  checking  up  on  the  war  situation  and 
our  relation  to  it.  Three  of  our  brethren  are  in  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  San  Dimas.  There  are 
eight  brethren  from  the  region  in  a  group  of  seventy. 
Lorell  Weiss  acts  as  adviser  for  our  boys.  Eld.  J.  W. 
Lear  acts  as  pastor  and  they  seem  to  be  well  cared  for 
in  every  way.  The  writer  is  charged  with  looking  after 
the  brethren  in  military  camps  or  service.  He  has  the 
names  of  forty-five,  which  is  evidently  only  a  partial  list. 
Messenger  readers  who  know  of  men  in  Pacific  Coast 
camps,  or  who  are  from  this  region,  will  please  send 
names  and  present  addresses  to  me.  One  pastor  re- 
ported that  some  of  these  brethren  feel  that  since  they 
have  accepted  service  within  the  military  that  the 
church  frowns  on  them  and  they  are  wondering  if  our 
congregations  will  welcome  their  presence.  Parents  and 
friends  of  these  men  are  urged  to  write  to  them  that 
our  churches  will  welcome  them.  There  are  many  new 
members  coming  to  our  section  to  work  in  the  defense 
industries.  Will  pastors  and  friends  urge  all  such  to 
look  up  our  churches  and  not  wait  until  they  are  called 


On  the  Way 

Bro.  M.  R.  Murray  of  Kansas  City  insisted  on  hauling 
me  into  the  Sunflower  state,  Kansas,  where  two  dates 
awaited  at  Olathe  and  where  Bro.  L.  A.  Whitaker  is  in 
charge.  Here  many  friends  were  enjoyed;  also  many 
graves  were  visited  where  lie  the  bodies  of  former  loved 
ones.  From  thence  we  went  to  Mont  Ida  to  find  a  fine 
audience  led  by  Bro.  Charles  A.  Miller.  Here  a  goodly 
number  of  the  Old  Brethren  were  found  extra  good  lis- 
teners to  Four  of  the  New  Marys.  Then  home  with  a 
pious  niece  near  Westphalia.  Four  boys  en  route  to 
western  Kansas  harvesting  insisted  on  giving  the  uncle 
a  ride  and  left  him  off  in  Wichita  to  see  an  aged  and 
faithful  sister,  Aunt  Pernie  Brubaker  Skinnell.  From 
Wichita,  a  one-time  Annual  Meeting  place,  the  tourist 
sped  on  through  Pampa,  Texas,  where  lives  and  serves 
the  West  brother  who  once  "fell  from  the  sky"  near 
Roanoke,  Va. 

The  city  of  Albuquerque,  N.  Mex.,  was  found  of  much 
and  deep  interest.  The  Rio  Grande  sweeps  by  and 
quenches  the  thirst  of  many  fertile  lands.  The  esteemed 
nephew  with  attractive  family  helped  to  grease  the  car 
wheels.  His  good  wife,  Estelle,  and  he  had  taught  and 
helped  the  "red  men  of  the  forest"  in  former  days.  They 
are  in  active  city  duty.  The  son,  Metz  Beahm,  is  a  scien- 
tist of  high  degree.  Height  six  feet  four  inches,  and 
weight  of  260  pounds  help  him  to  hold  down  a  good 
job.  They  insisted  the  uncle  should  go  north  eighty 
miles  with  them  to  spend  the  night  in  their  classic  cabin 
7,500  feet  above  sea  level.  The  middle  of  June  was  just 
swelling  the  forest  buds.  The  "blazing  hearth"  at  such 
an  altitude  renders  sweet  comfort.  The  big  lofty  pines 
whispered  peace  and  refreshing  slumber  to  the  trav- 
eler. Jemez  (Hamez),  well  up  the  grade,  is  twenty  miles 
from  the  cabin  and  is  the  nearest  post  office  and  boasts  a 
hot  spring  of  great  flow  and  a  temperature  of  155°  F. 
The  heated  and  liquid  earth  may  not  be  far  down. 

Long  live  Albuquerque  in  her  beauty  and  produc- 
tivity with  her  kith  and  kin! 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


District  Meeting  of  Southern  Indiana 

Our  district  meeting  was  held  in  the  Rossville  church 
Aug.  26-28.  The  weather  was  ideal,  the  attendance 
large  and,  according  to  many  expressions,  the  meeting 
one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  had. 

Sectional  meetings  of  the  elders,  men's  work,  and 
women's  work  convened  on  Tuesday  forenoon.  The 
afternoon  and  evening  meetings  were  of  the  inspira- 
tional type.  The  main  addresses  were  given  by  Mrs. 
Parker,  former  missionary  to  China,  and  President 
Schwalm  of  Manchester  College. 

On  Wednesday  temperance  and  educational  problems 
were  discussed.  These  were  ably  directed  by  Bro.  Clar- 
ence W.  Baldwin  and  Nellie  Young  of  Indianapolis  and 
by  President  V.  F.  Schwalm.  Bro.  Townsend,  a  leader 
in  one  of  our  service  camps,  gave  an  informative  talk 
concerning  the  alternative  service  program.     Eld.  R.  L. 
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Showalter,  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  gave  a 
comprehensive  report  of  the  work  done  there.  A  vesper 
service  in  the  evening  was  addressed  by  Minerva  Metz- 
ger  and  Clarence  Sink. 

Thursday  forenoon  the  business  session  convened  with 
A.  P.  Musselman,  moderator;  R.  L.  Sink,  reading  clerk; 
Frank  G.  Replogle,  writing  clerk. 

The  officers  for  1942  are:  R.  L.  Sink,  moderator;  J.  R. 
Peters,  reading  clerk;  I.  E.  Oberholtzer,  writing  clerk. 
The  latter  will  serve  for  three  years,  according  to  a 
previous  ruling. 

The  delegate  to  Standing  Committee  for  Annual  Con- 
ference of  1942  is  R.  L.  Sink.  A.  P.  Musselman  is  the 
alternate. 

District  meeting  for  1942  will  convene  in  the  Ander- 
son church. 

Rossville,  Ind.  Frank  G.  Replogle,  Clerk. 


Nampa  Men's  Activities 

On  the  evening  of  Aug.  20  the  men's  group  of  the 
Nampa,  Idaho,  church  entertained  the  women's  group 
at  a  watermelon  feed  at  the  country  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  DeCoursey. 

Following  the  melon  feed  the  president,  Dr.  C.  L. 
Heuck,  opened  the  meeting  by  calling  on  Wesley  De- 
Coursey to  lead  in  group  singing. 

Dr.  Ray  Blickenstaff  gave  a  stort  talk  welcoming  our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  H.  G.  Shank.  Bro.  Shank  responded 
with  a  few  well-chosen  words.  The  meeting  was  closed 
by  singing  and  prayer. 

The  evening  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  group,  and 
they  appreciated  the  hospitality  of  the  DeCourseys. 

David  Corder, 

Nampa,  Idaho.  Secretary  of  Men's  Work. 


Women  of  Southern  California  and  Arizona 

The  women  of  Southern  California  and  Arizona  met 
in  conference  on  Aug.  28  at  La  Verne.  Mrs.  Herbert  H. 
Vaniman,  president  of  women's  work,  presided.  Our 
chorister,  Mrs.  Rolland  Shaver,  led  us  in  appropriate 
songs  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Cline  led  the  devotions.  Mrs.  D. 
W.  Kurtz  welcomed  us  to  the  La  Verne  church  and  com- 
munity. Mrs.  C.  P.  Shaffer  gave  a  welcome  to  the  pas- 
tor's wives.  Each  local  director  gave  a  two-minute  talk 
on  the  work  in  her  particular  church. 

The  district  secretary's  report  was  read  and  accepted. 
The  treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  of  $132.05  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  as  of  July  31.  Of  this  amount,  we 
decided  to  give  $25  toward  a  recording  instrument  for 
La  Verne  College  and  $25  for  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camp  in  San  Dimas  Canyon. 

The  council  secretary  gave  an  interesting  report  of 
our  visits  to  the  various  churches  of  our  district.  One 
outstanding  feature  was  that  our  entire  council  visited 
each  of  our  eighteen  churches. 

Rev.  Heisey  of  the  Brethren  in  Christ  at  Upland  gave 
an  interesting  account  of  some  of  their  missionaries, 
who  were  on  the  ill-fated  Zamzam,  returning  to  Africa. 
He  told  of  the  terrible  plight  of  those  on  board,  how 
close  many  of  them  were  to  going  down  with  the  ship. 
A  rainbow  appeared,  not  once,  but  four  times,  apparent- 
ly out  of  a  clear  sky.  This  was  just  one  of  the  many 
visible  manifestations  he  gave  of  God's  love  and  protec- 
tion for  those  who  have  accepted  him  and  who  are  liv- 
ing witnesses  for  him. 

My  Task  was  beautifully  sung  by  Anna  Emmert  Bol- 


inger.  Hazel  Minnich  Landis  gave  the  missionary  ad- 
dress. She  told  of  her  work  among  the  Bura  people  of 
Africa  and  of  their  appreciation  of  her  work,  as  well  as 
that  of  her  husband,  Bro.  Herman  Landis. 

Miss  Barbara  Davis  gave  a  reading,  A  Parable  for 
Mothers.  An  address,  What  Our  Children  See  in  Us, 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Robert  Iredale.  Thus  closed  a  full 
forenoon,  which  will  long  be  remembered  by  many  who 
were  present. 

Mrs.  Cora  Neher,  District 

Pomona,  Calif.  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Elder  John  Adam  Landis 

Elder  John  A.  Landis,  a  resident  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  the 
past  seventeen  years,  widely  known  as  a  civic  and  re- 
ligious leader,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Hershey,  Aug.  15,  1941,  aged  82  years.    Had  he  lived  six 


months  longer  he  would  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  sixty  years. 

Bro.  Landis  was  a  charter  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Hershey  Trust  Company,  incorporated 
in  1905.  Later  he  became  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Hershey  National  Bank,  incorporated  in 
1925,  which  position  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  original  board  of  managers  of 
the  Hershey  Industrial  School. 

It  was  in  East  Hanover  Township  that  he  was  born 
April  17,  1859.  For  many  years  a  resident  of  East  and 
West  Hanover  Townships,  he  was  active  as  school  di- 
rector, member  of  the  township  board  of  commissioners, 
township  auditor,  and  other  offices. 

As  a  farmer  he  compared  with  the  best  in  his  com- 
munity. As  farming  developed  into  a  science  he  was 
the  first  in  his  day  to  give  it  favorable  trial.  When  Mr. 
M.  S.  Hershey  established  his  Industrial  School  Farms, 
he  depended  largely  on  Bro.  Landis  for  help.  As  a 
banker  his  judgment  was  unusually  keen.  As  a  phi- 
lanthropist he  gave  liberally  to  the  orphans,  widows, 
and  the  poor,  surpassing  others  in  the  same  financial 
rating. 

In  1880  he  was  married  to  Mary  Elmina  Shearer,  a 
very  faithful  companion,  who  died  Dec.  4,  1939.  He 
leaves  three  children:  Mrs.  John  A.  Hollinger,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Mrs.  Earl  B.  Look,  Hershey,  Pa.,  and  Mrs. 
William  A.  Landis,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  three  grandchil- 
dren: Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Demmler,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Mrs. 
Austin  W.  Umberger,  deceased,  and  Mrs.  John  M.  Good- 
year, Indianapolis,  Ind.;  three  great-grandchildren: 
John  Henry  Demmler,  John  Landis  Umberger,  and  John 
William  Goodyear. 
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Bro.  Landis  was  elected  to  the  ministiy  on  May  15, 
1899,  serving  almost  forty-two  years.  He  was  advanced 
to  the  second  degree  in  1904  and  then  into  the  office  of 
the  bishop  by  the  elders  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Aug. 
13,  1917.  As  a  preacher  he  used  his  horse  and  buggy  to 
the  farthest  points  of  the  Big  Swatara  congregation.  He 
always  exalted  the  Christ.  Nothing  was  too  much  for 
him  to  do  for  his  church.  His  message  was  about  as 
follows:  "A  deeper  gladness  has  been  ours  since  Jesus 
lived  and  died.  The  lilies  of  the  summer  wear  a  spot- 
less bloom.  The  face  of  man  smiles  with  a  purer  love- 
liness. Our  friendships,  homes,  and  personalities  have 
been  purified.  Universal  sin  and  cruel  death  have  been 
robbed  of  their  power.  Jesus  came  that  he  might  in- 
crease our  joy.  All  of  life  is  sweeter  and  better  because 
Jesus  has  lived." 

Elder  Landis  not  only  knew  but  enjoyed  the  life  of 
the  Spirit.  Though  a  man  among  men  in  the  business 
world,  all  would  be  impressed  with  his  forceful  char- 
acter. It  was  his  discriminating  insight  that  ennobled 
his  character.  He  was  always  doing  for  the  Master  just 
what  he  would  have  done  had  the  Lord  been  present  to 
watch  and  direct  him.  His  unflinching  faithfulness  to 
the  Lord  was  his  first  great  step  to  success. 

A  second  element  was  that  of  confidence.  Character 
makes  no  apologies,  it  offers  no  excuses.  They  are  not 
needed.  Quiet  confidence  grows  out  of  the  conscious- 
ness of  right.  True  character  stands  unabashed  and  con- 
fident before  the  scrutiny  of  the  world  and  makes  no 
excuses. 

John  Landis  was  always  virile,  not  vain,  courageous, 
not  conceited,  strong  and  impregnable  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  duty  well  done,  of  opportunity  used  to  the  full. 
His  character  not  only  inspired  his  courage;  it  gave  him 
power.  "Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou 
hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee 
ruler  over  many  things:  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord."  Bro.  Landis  became  that  sovereign.  He  had 
lived  with  his  Christ  and  now  shares  with  him  in  glory. 

The  new  roadway  at  the  Hershey  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren is  a  monument  to  him.  The  old  ash  road  as  well  as 
parking  place  was  reconditioned  under  his  general  di- 
rection and  mostly  at  his  expense. 

The  new  parsonage  bears  his  marks  in  his  direct  coun- 
cil and  thought  from  attic  to  basement.  When  the  par- 
sonage was  ready  for  occupancy  he  came  to  the  pastor 
and  said:  "They  say  the  parsonage  is  finished.  But  I 
would  not  like  to  move  into  a  house  without  the  walls 
finished.  If  you  will  wait  a  week  or  two  Mrs.  Landis 
and  I  will  paper  the  parsonage  for  you."  The  pastor's 
family  waited  and  were  greatly  rewarded. 

The  reconditioning  of  the  old  Spring  Creek  church 
which  had  been  scarcely  touched  for  fifty  years,  stands 
as  his  greatest  accomplishment.  In  spite  of  criticism  by 
leaders  he  pushed  the  church  building  project  to  its 
conclusion.  Again  and  again  has  it  been  said  that  for 
money  spent  the  Hershey  church  is  the  most  beautiful 
and  true  to  type  of  the  many  that  folks  have  seen. 

Bro.  Landis  was  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  local 
church.  His  vision  always  surpassed  those  of  his  gen- 
eration. Though  he  never  received  pay  for  all  of  his 
work  as  a  minister  in  his  forty-two  years  of  service,  he 
was  the  most  liberal  and  most  steadfast  in  establishing 
the  full-time  supported  ministry  in  the  Hershey  church. 
He  served  his  generation  well. 

Services  were  conducted  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Aug. 


17,  in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Earl  Look, 
Hershey,  Pa.  According  to  his  request  Elder  Benjamin 
F.  Waltz,  his  former  pastor,  and  now  of  Germantown, 
Pa.,  conducted  the  service,  assisted  by  the  present  pas- 
tor, Elder  Herbert  Miller,  and  by  Elder  Chester  Eber- 
sole.  The  text  used  was  "Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant."  His  two  favorite  hymns,  My  Savior 
First  of  All,  and  Jesus,  Savior,  Pilot  Me,  were  read.  The 
directors  of  the  Hershey  Chocolate  •  Corporation,  the 
Hershey  Industrial  School,  the  Hershey  National  Bank, 
and  the  Hershey  Estates  honored  him  with  their  pres- 
ence. Interment  was  made  in  the  family  plot  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  Hanoverdale  church. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  Benjamin  F.  Waltz. 


The  Sinking  of  the  Zamzam 

(Continued  From  Page  12) 

If  his  name  could  be  glorified  more  through  our 
deaths  than  through  our  lives,  then  his  will  be 
done.  We  knew  not  at  what  moment  the  ship 
might  sink  beneath  our  feet.  The  arm  of  flesh  had 
indeed  failed.  There  was  no  one  unto  whom  we 
could  turn  but  God.  We  looked  unto  him  and 
prayed.  Should  it  be  our  lot  to  be  lost  at  sea,  we 
knew  we  could  stand  before  him,  pure  and  spot- 
less, because  our  sins  were  washed  away  through 
the  cleansing  of  his  blood. 

When  the  shelling  started,  one  of  my  cabin- 
mates,  Ruth  Utz,  rushed  in  from  the  outer  deck 
where  she  had  been  sleeping,  and  called  out,  "Get 
your  lifebelts  on."  Then  Mary  Alice  Engel  and  I 
knew  what  we  had  feared — a  German  attack!  I 
jumped  quickly  out  of  the  upper  bunk,  praying, 
"O  Lord,  help  us."  I  tried  to  grab  a  few  clothes, 
keeping  as  close  to  the  floor  as  possible,  should  a 
shell  come  through  our  cabin.  Between  shells  I 
threw  on  a  housecoat,  put  on  my  winter  coat  and 
a  pair  of  sport  shoes,  snatched  my  lifebelt  and 
purse  and  hastened  on  deck.  By  that  time  the  fir- 
ing had  ceased,  so  I  went  back  into  the  cabin  to 
retrieve  a  washcloth,  a  toothbrush,  ankle  socks, 
and  a  kerchief  as  protection  from  the  burning  sun. 
Yes,  a  toothbrush  and  washcloth  would  aid  me 
in  keeping  clean  during  anticipated  days  in  a  life- 
boat. Carrying  my  Bible  and  purse  I  struggled 
down  the  rope  ladder,  swinging  against  the  side 
of  the  sinking  ship,  and  into  a  lifeboat. 

Passengers  maintained  complete  calm,  but  the 
crew  members  lost  their  heads.  Pushing  women 
and  children  aside  they  rushed  madly  down  the 
ladders  into  lifeboats.  Fear  gripped  their  unchris- 
tian hearts  as  they  saw  the  ship  listing  to  its  side. 
Screaming  and  bellowing  at  the  top  of  their  lungs 
they  fought  to  pull  away  when  boats  were  only 
half-filled,  and  they  refused  to  go  back  for  passen- 
gers clinging  to  the  bottom  rungs  of  ladders.  Be- 
cause of  this  some  had  no  alternative  but  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  sea  and  swim  to  rafts  which 
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had  been  cut  loose;  others  were  compelled  to  re- 
main on  the  sinking  ship  until  rescued  by  German 
motorboats. 

Ten  persons  were  injured,  three  seriously.  But 
not  so  much  as  one  shell  fragment,  not  one  piece 
of  shrapnel,  struck  any  of  the  missionary  group. 
Not  one  was  injured  in  any  way.  Not  even  a  child 
received  a  scratch!  How  graciously  the  Lord  pro- 
tected his  own!  We  can  never  cease  to  praise 
him!  In  the  hollow  of  his  hand  we  were  safe. 
Many  things  could  have  happened.  Had  a  shell 
hit  the  oil  drums  or  gas  tanks,  an  explosion  would 
have  occurred;  aviation  gas  valued  at  $50,000  was 
stored  in  the  ship's  holds.  Had  a  torpedo  been 
fired,  we  would  undoubtedly  have  sunk  quickly; 
the  raider  carried  many  torpedoes.  As  the  wire- 
less operator  prepared  to  send  out  an  SOS,  a  shell 
came  through  destroying  the  radio  antennas.  A 
German  official  told  us  later  that  the  raider  would 
have  sunk  us  immediately,  had  we  given  out  a 
message  for  help.  I  believe  the  Lord  purposely 
caused  one  of  the  first  shells  to  wreck  this  appa- 
ratus. Again,  the  Germans  might  have  scurried 
away,  leaving  us  in  lifeboats  to  float  about  for 
days.  Being  out  of  the  usual  trade  lanes,  many 
days  might  have  elapsed  before  another  ship 
would  have  picked  us  up.  How  thankful  we  were 
to  be  spared  that  suffering!  To  think  of  tossing 
about  in  small  boats  on  that  great  ocean!  How 
long  might  life  continue  with  stale  water,  rotten 
biscuits,  and  lamps  without  oil?  Such  were  the 
conditions  of  the  Zamzam's  lifeboats. 

Two  boats  filled  with  water  and  overturned. 
The  survivors  were  forced  into  the  shark-infested 
waters,  including  many  children.  One  mother, 
with  her  six  children,  was  thus  thrown  into  the 
sea;  she  instructed  them  to  clasp  hands,  keep  their 
mouths  shut,  and  pray  to  God.  And  not  one  life 
was  lost,  not  even  the  life  of  a  child,  during  that 
hour  in  the  ocean!  Bless  our  Lord's  most  wonder- 
ful name! 

Pondering  our  chances  of  life  as  we  set  out  to 
open  sea,  and  wondering  if  this  little  fleet  would 
ever  reach  land,  our  eyes  beheld  a  most  beautiful 
rainbow,  arching  from  wave  to  wave.  There  had 
been  no  rain  or  mist;  there  was  no  reason  for  that 
rainbow  to  appear,  except  that  God  sent  it  for  our 
encouragement.  That  rainbow  above  us  and  the 
calm  waters  beneath  us  were  welcome  tokens  of 
God's  love  and  care.  We  knew  of  a  certainty  that 
the  Lord  was  protecting  us  and  watching  over  us. 

Looking  out  to  sea  I  saw  the  German  raider  for 
the  first  time.  Triumphantly,  yet  a  bit  cautiously, 
she  moved  closer,  her  swastika  flying  in  the 
breeze.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  feelings  that 
surged  through  me,  as  I  stared  and  stared  at  that 


emblem  of  hate  and  revenge.  Soon  a  voice  from 
the  raider  called  out  in  good  English  for  us  to 
come  aboard.  All  passengers  and  all  crew  mem- 
bers were  taken  aboard  the  Tamesis,  that  black 
ship  of  ambush,  heavily  armed  for  piracy.  Chil- 
dren were  pulled  up  in  baskets,  while  adults 
climbed  up  the  steep  sides  on  rope  ladders.  With- 
in one  hour  those  seriously  wounded  had  been  op- 
erated upon  in  the  hospital  of  the  raider  by  the 
German  surgeon.  The  Germans  seemed  to  be 
sympathetic  and  efficient  in  their  care  of  the 
wounded. 

From  7  A.  M.  until  2  P.  M.  that  same  day,  April 
17,  German  marines  transferred  food,  baggage, 
and  other  supplies  from  the  listing  Zamzam  to  the 
raider.  Pumps  were  working  fast  to  keep  her 
afloat.  When  they  had  completed  their  activities, 
the  Germans  placed  three  time  bombs  in  her 
holds.  These  went  off  in  quick  succession;  terrific 
explosions  blew  the  bottom  out  of  the  vessel;  huge 
fountains  of  water  spurted  high  into  the  air;  and 
in  a  few  minutes  that  brave  old  vessel  and  her 
$3,000,000  cargo  were  gone.  With  tears  streaming 
down  my  face,  I  timed  her  as  she  blew  up  and 
sank;  in  five  minutes  there  was  nothing  left  to  in- 
dicate where  the  Zamzam  had  been,  except  a  few 
pieces  of  debris. 

That  was  a  sad,  a  bitter  time  for  all,  but  espe- 
cially for  the  missionaries,  who  were  losing  an 
enormous  amount  of  equipment.  Clothing,  books, 
medical  supplies,  household  articles,  everything 
intended  for  years  on  the  mission  field,  were  sink- 
ing to  a  watery  grave.  With  the  exception  of  a 
few  pieces  of  baggage  rescued  by  the  Germans,  it 
was  our  lot  as  missionaries  to  lose  everything.  But 
as  we  pondered  these  things,  we  soon  came  to 
realize  that  worldly  possessions  mean  nothing  at 
such  a  crucial  time;  then  it  is  only  life  that  mat- 
ters. And  the  most  important  thing  in  all  the 
world  is  life  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  such  a 
moment.  It  was  enough,  it  was  sufficient  that  day 
to  know  him  as  our  own  personal  Lord  and  Savior. 
Precious  Jesus,  Friend  and  Redeemer!  In  our  dis- 
tress he  alone  could  give  peace,  hope  and  comfort. 

Hungry,  thirsty,  tired,  bewildered,  and  ill-clad, 
we  milled  about  the  hatch  of  the  raider  for  hours. 
Babies  and  small  children  whimpered  constantly. 
At  sunset  we  were  herded  into  the  hold  of  the 
raider,  three  decks  down,  and  locked  in  for  the 
night.  The  prisoners'  bunks  were  dirty;  filth 
abounded;  it  was  hot  and  stuffy  with  little  ventila- 
tion; children  cried  all  night;  the  plumbing  sys- 
tem collapsed.  Men,  women  and  children  were 
compelled  to  use  the  same  washroom  and  lava- 
tory. The  iron  floor  was  covered  thick  with  grease 
that  oozed  up  between  the  toes  of  those  who  had 
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left  their  shoes  behind.  That  was  a  horrible  night, 
horrible  beyond  description.  At  midnight  the 
emergency  whistle  blew,  and  we  heard  the  crew 
above  us  running  to  their  stations.  Was  danger 
again  lurking  near?  For  the  second  time  we  strug- 
gled into  lifebelts,  although  we  knew  it  was  use- 
less to  attempt  escape,  should  the  raider  go  into 
action  with  the  enemy.  Our  one  exit  to  the  deck 
above  was  locked — indeed  we  could  not  escape! 
After  what  seemed  an  eternity,  frightening,  we 
learned  that  the  raider  had  contacted  the  auxiliary 
ship  to  which  we  were  to  be  transferred  the  next 
day. 
Willmar,  Minn. 

(To    Be    Continued) 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Browning-Funderburg. — Cordelia  Funderburg  of  Elgin,  III.,  and 
Paul  Browning  of  Muncie,  Ind..  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  High- 
land Avenue  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  III.,  Aug.  24,  1941.— 
J.    Clyde    Forney.    Elgin,    111. 

Gillman-Emigh.-James  Wesley  Gillman  of  South  Fork,  Pa., 
and  Catheryn  Ruth  Emigh  of  Johnstown,  Pa..  Aug.  23,  1941,  at 
Johnstown  by  the  undersigned. — L.  B.  Harshbarger,  Johnstown, 
Pa. 

Hagen-Waiie.— Lester  Hagen  of  Hemet.  Calif.,  and  Lillie  Waite 
of  Oregon,  111.,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  brother,  Aug.  29,  1941, 
by  the  undersigned. — H.  Jesse   Baker,  Polo,  111. 

Hixson-Leiaen.— By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Aug.  16,  1941,  Boyd  Hixson  of  Merlin,  Oreg.,  and  Sister 
Helen  Leinen  of  Grants  Pass. — Charles  Noble  Stutsman,  Grants 
Pass,   Oreg. 

Neff-Brewer.  By  the  undersigned.  Aug.  31,  1941,  Keith  Neff 
and  Evelyn  Brewer,  both  of  Bradford,  Ohio. — Fred  Hollingshead, 
Gettysburg,  Ohio 

Oyler-Gilberl.— Charles  Oyler,  Jr.,  and  Ruth  Gilbert,  both  of 
Polo.  111.,  at  the  Polo  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  17,  1941,  by 
the   undersigned. — H.   Jesse   Baker,   Polo,   III. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Cinder.  Florence  V.  Webb,  was  born  Dec.  21,  1885,  and  de- 
parted this  life  July  24,  1941,  at  her  home  near  Mastersonville. 
Lane  County,  Pa.  She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  the  past 
year.  She  lived  a  beautiful  Christian  life  and  for  a  number  of 
years  prior  to  her  illness  was  always  interested  in  various  church 
activities.  Those  of  the  family  who  survive  are  her  husband, 
Bro.  Morris  B.  Ginder,  one  son,  two  daughters,  one  brother  and 
three  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  B. 
G.  Stauffer  and  D.  G.  Gibble  of  the  Chiques  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Interment  was  made  in  Eberly's  cemetery,  Mt.  Joy,  Pa. 
— Fanny  Zug  Shearer,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Long,  Harriet  Garber,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Vani- 
man  Garber,  died  at  her  home  in  Trotwood,  Ohio,  July  26,  1941. 
She  was  seventy-eight  years  old.  She  was  the  last  of  her  fam- 
ily, four  sisters,  two  brothers  and  five  half  sisters  having  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Her  husband,  Ephraim  E.  Long,  died 
in  1936.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  Trotwood  church  by  the 
undersigned. — E.    R.    Fisher,    Trotwood,    Ohio. 

Maxcy,  Miriam  Arabella,  was  born  to  Eld.  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Reed  near  Jacksonville,  Va.,  Feb.  16,  1863,  and  passed  away  at 
her  home  in  Ontario,  Calif..  July  22,  1941.  She  united  with'  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Pleasant  Valley,  Va.,  when  a  young 
girl  and  was  always  faithful  in  church  work,  helping  in  the 
organization  of  several  Sunday  schools  and  churches  in  commun- 
ities where  she  lived.  On  Oct.  2,  1884,  she  was  married  to 
Charles  Lee  Maxcy  of  Hylton.  Va.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  four  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  For  the  past 
twenty-one  years  Sister  Maxcy  and  her  husband  resided  in  On- 
tario, Calif.  Already  in  failing  health  for  some  time,  she  suff- 
ered a  broken  limb  in  a  fall  four  months  before  her  death  and 
did  not  recover.  A  kind  and  loving  wife  and  mother  and  a 
good   neighbor,   she   set    an   example   of   Christian   patience   and 


fortitude  in  her  suffering.  She  is  survived  by  her  devoted  com- 
panion of  fifty-seven  years,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  three  sis- 
ters, three  brothers,  sixteen  grandchildren,  and  four  great- 
grandchildren. Services  and  interment  took  place  at  Ontario  on 
July  25  conducted  by  Brethren  Edgar  Rothrock,  Harry  Thomas 
and  the  undersigned,  all  present  or  former  pastors  of  the  Po- 
mona church  where  Sister  Maxcy  worshiped. — Lorell  Weiss, 
La   Verne.   Calif. 

Miller,  Mary,  was  born  in  Harrison  Township,  Ind.,  Oct.  29, 
1860,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  Hoover.  She  de- 
parted this  life  Aug.  14,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  fol- 
lowing an  illness  of  ten  weeks.  On  Dec.  18,  1880,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Josiah  Miller.  To  this  union  were  born  two  chil- 
dren. Brother  and  Sister  Miller  lived  in  Harrison  Township 
until  1924  when  they  moved  to  Goshen,  Ind.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  West  Goshen  church.  She  was  faithful  in  attending 
Sunday  school  and  church  whenever  her  health  permitted.  She 
was  appreciated  by  her  family  for  her  careful  management  of 
her  home  and  flowers.  She  was  unassuming  and  quiet,  always 
going  about  doing  good,  helping  the  needy  and  being  kind  and 
cheerful  wherever  she  went.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  one 
son,  one  daughter,  two  grandchildren  and  four  great-grand- 
children. Services  were  held  at  the  West  Side  Church  of  the 
Brethren  with  Brethren  Foster  Berkey,  L.  P.  Kurtz  and  M.  D. 
Stutsman  in  charge.  Burial  was  made  in  the  West  Side  ceme- 
tery.— Mina  Ganger,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Pratt,  Emma  Adina  Webb,  daughter  of  Hallie  and  Susan  She- 
lor  Webb,  was  born  Feb.  13,  1867,  and  died  Aug.  1,  1941.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Pratt  on  Jan.  29,  1885.  To 
this  union  were  born  thirteen  children,  four  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the 
year  1887,  remaining  true  to  her  faith  for  the  past  fifty-four 
years.  Sister  Pratt  was  a  true  Christian  lady  and  will  be 
greatly  missed.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Topeco  church 
with  Brethren  A.  N.  Hylton,  L.  M.  Weddle  and  Wendell  Flory 
officiating.  Interment  was  made  beside  her  husband  in  the 
church   cemetery. — Leeta  M.  Weddle.  Floyd,   Va. 

Smith,  Lena  May,  was  born  Sept.  24,  189S,  and  departed  this 
life  June  23,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hubert  H. 
Smith,  to  which  union  were  born  three  daughters,  who,  with 
their  father,  mourn  the  loss  of  a  kind  and  loving  mother  and 
wife.  She  is  survived  also  by  her  father,  a  brother,  a  half- 
brother,  and  three  sisters.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1931.  She  was  an  invalid  for  seven  years  and  was 
very  patient  and  kind  to  all  who  cared  for  her.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  on  June  26.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Olathe 
cemetery. — Lilly  M.  Riffey,  Olathe,  KanSv 

Stille,  Rebecca  Jane  Sprinkle,  was  born  Aug.  3,  1855,  in  High- 
land County,  Ohio,  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  the  rural  com- 
munity in  which  she  was  born.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
W.  S.  Stille;  to  this  union  three  sons  and  six  daughters  were 
born.  Her  husband  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  in  death. 
They  came  to  Reno  County,  Kans.,  in  1903.  For  many  years  she 
had  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  and  husband  in  the  Salem 
community.  Her  early  pioneer  days  were  spent  in  the  rearing  of 
her  family,  leaving  little  time  for  other  activities.  To  those 
who  knew  her  she  was  one  whose  first  interests  were  in  the 
home,  and  whose  daily  life  was  one  of  honesty  and  fairness  to 
all.  In  her  years  of  suffering  she  was  patient  and  so  consid- 
erate and  appreciative  of  those  who  ministered  to  her.  Her 
heavenly  Father  called  her  home  on  Aug.  16,  1941.  Her  funeral 
was  conducted  at  the  Pierce  funeral  home  ha  Nickerson  by  Bro. 
Clinton  I.  Weber  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Hutchinson. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Memorial  Park  cemetery  by  the  side 
of  her  husband. — Mittie   Cline,  Nickerson,  Kans. 

Teter,  Cora  Lee,  was  born  near  Grottoes,  Va..  Sept.  9,  1901, 
and  died  in  the  same  house  on  July  28,  1941.  She  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  baptized  on  her  tenth 
birthday  by  Eld.  S.  D.  Miller.  For  fifteen  years  Sister  Teter 
was  an  invalid,  suffering  from  arthritis,  which,  with  complica- 
tions, caused  her  death.  Through  her  period  of  suffering  she 
was  a  constant  source  of  inspiration  and  Christian  courage  to 
all  who  visited  her.  She  was  continually  working  while  in  bed. 
and  planning  for  the  many  ways  in  which  she  earned  a  little 
money  for  the  church.  None  who  met  her  can  forget  her  sunny 
disposition  in  spite  of  her  suffering.  She  will  be  greatly  missed 
for  the  splendid  moral  support  she  always  offered  in  every  en- 
terprise of  the  church  and  community.  Her  funeral  service, 
conducted  by  her  pastor,  was  compiled  of  Scriptures  which  she 
had  marked  in  her  well-worn  Bible.  Bro.  Miller,  who  wel- 
comed her  into  the  church  when  he  baptized  her,  said  the  last 
words  of  benediction  at  the  funeral.  He  and  Rev.  McNeer  of 
the  local  Methodist  church  assisted  Bro.  Murray  L.  Wagner  at 
the  service. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Bosserman,  Jr.,  Weyers  Cave,  Va. 

Weddle,  Noah  E.,  the  son  of  Eld.  Harvey  and  Margaret  Har- 
man  Weddle,  was  born  in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  Feb.  7,  1866,  and 
died  July  23,  1941.  He  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when 
a  young  man  and  was  a  faithful  member  until  death.  He  served 
many  years  as  a  deacon  and  treasurer  of  the  Topeco  church. 
He  was  a  faithful  attendant  at  the  church  services  until  ill- 
health  prevented.  He  was  an  industrious  and  prosperous  farm- 
er and  gave  liberally  to  the  church.  Though  he  lived  a  quiet 
life  his  influence  was  such  that  he  will  be  missed  in  the  church 
and  community.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Topeco 
church  by  Brethren  A.  N.  Hylton  and  Wendell  Flory.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Topeco  cemeterv. — Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd. 
Va. 
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^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Lalon. — We  are  planning  our  church  work  for  the  coming 
year.  .Both  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  will  be  elected 
Sept.  8.  Installation  services  for  all  officers  and  teachers  will  be 
held  Sept.  28.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  circuit  meeting,  including  Raisin. 
Lindsay,  Fresno,  Reedley  and  Laton,  will  be  at  Laton  Sept.  7 
beginning  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  continuing 
throughout  the  evening.  Our  young  people  of  the  Laton  church 
have  as  one  of  their  projects  for  the  coming  year  the  raising 
of  money  to  put  a  new  floor  in  our  church  auditorium.  Sept.  14 
will  be  a  special  day  for  all  persons  of  sixty-five  years  and 
older.  The  sermon  will  be  on  The  Great  Climax  of  Life.  There 
will  be  a  basket  lunch  at  noon,  and  a  program  in  the  afternoon 
provided  by  the  elderly  people.  We  have  a  family  night  one 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  which  is  well  attended.  Starting 
Sept.  14  our  young  people  will  begin  the  study  of  the  history 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  We  appreciate  the  work  Bro. 
D.  C.  Snider  and  his  family  are  doing  here  with  the  Laton 
church. — Erma  A.  Brabb,  Laton,  Calif.,  Sept.   1. 

Los  Angeles,  Calvary. — On  May  22  a  man  from  the  state  park 
division  lectured  and  showed  pictures  of  state  recreation  parks 
after  a  dinner  sponsored  by  the  men's  organization.  The  men 
have  redecorated  the  lower  auditorium.  Mrs.  G.  O.  Stutsman 
was  re-elected  director  of  women's  work.  Bro.  Robert  E.  Moh- 
ler  was  our  pulpit  guest  on  June  8.  A  basket  lunch  was  held  at 
noon  honoring  Bro.  Mohler,  who  is  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Edith 
Harter,  teacher  of  the  Fellowship  class.  This  class,  with  the 
younger  adult  class,  meets  each  month  at  the  homes  for  a  so- 
cial time.  Bro.  Mohler  was  the  speaker  at  a  father  and  son 
banquet  on  June  11.  Promotion  exercises  were  observed  in  the 
Sunday  school  on  June  29.  The  women  made  an  interesting  trip 
through  Helms  bakery  after  a  lunch  served  in  the  hostess 
house.  This  brought  in  $17  for  the  organ  fund.  Miss  Clark, 
who  worked  among  the  refugees  in  China,  told  of  her  experi- 
ences. Two  aprons  were  circulated  among  the  women,  each 
woman  sewing  on  her  contribution;  the  total  amount  received 
was  $16.  A  cross,  presented  by  his  grandmother  in  memory  of 
Walter  Boardman,  who  was  drowned,  was  dedicated  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  pulpit  on  July  13.  Paul  Davis  from  the  Union 
Rescue  Mission  filled  the  pulpit  while  the  pastor  was  away  on  a 
vacation.  We  have  had  the  inspiration  of  having  with  us  the 
returned  missionaries,  Dr.  Ikenberry  and  wife,  Drs.  Cottrell  and 
Dr.  Landis  and  wife.  Miriam  Weybright  related  some  of  her 
experiences  in  work  camps,  at  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting.  The 
young  people  have  had  a  good  attendance  during  the  summer 
months;  they  meet  at  the  homes  for  a  social  hour  following 
the  evening  services.  William  Cable,  president  of  this  group, 
leaves  for  a  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  in  the  near  future. 
By  request,  our  choir  sang  at  the  Annual  Conference  Sunday 
evening  services.  Mrs.  Susanna  Reese  has  been  called  to  her 
eternal  home;  she  was  ninety-seven  years  old.  Three  letters 
have  been  received  and  one  granted. — Ethel  C.  Smith,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.,  Aug.  25. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — Our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  the  lo- 
cal park  on  Aug.  13.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  meeting  at  the 
various  homes  this  summer.  At  these  meetings  we  have  been 
quilting  or  sewing  for  the  hostess.  We  have  now  taken  up  some 
Red  Cross  work.  On  Aug.  10  Bro.  Weaver  being  gone  to  the 
young  people's  camp  at  Grand  Mesa,  Bro.  R.  P.  Baker  brought 
us  a  message  at  the  morning  service.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  L.  L. 
Holmes  preached  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  who  went  to 
district  meeting  at  Rocky  Ford.  Starting  Aug.  24  our  Sunday 
evening  services  at  8:15  o'clock  have  been  changed  from  the  dis- 
cussion period  to  the  regular  preaching  service  again.  On  Aug. 
31  it  was  decided  to  dismiss  after  Sunday  school  and  visit  the 
Methodist  church  for  preaching  service  in  the  absence  of  our 
pastor.  A  union  temperance  meeting  sponsored  by  the  W.  C. 
T.  U.  was  held  at  the  local  Methodist  church  on  the  evening 
of  Aug.  31.  The  speaker  was  Rev.  Absher,  pastor  of  that  church. 
— Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo.,  Aug.  27. 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington  Cily. — While  our  pastor  was  attending  Annual 
Conference  at  La  Verne  the  pulpit  appointments  were  filled  by 
home  brethren.  Our  church  co-operated  again  with  the  Trinity 
Methodist  church  in  the  union  vacation  Bible  school.  Our  an- 
nual church  picnic  was  held  at  Kensington  cabin  grounds  on 
June  21  with  about  300  present.  On  June  22  the  young  adult 
fellowship  club  had  as  their  guest  speaker  Rev.  Francis  W.  Mc- 
Peek,  Chaplain  of  the  National  Training  School  for  Boys,  who 
conducted  a  forum  on  problems  concerning  training  of  children. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  vesper  service  was  held  at  Fort  Foote,  Md.,  on 
June  29.  The  Grace  Circle  of  the  women's  council  has  been 
meeting  every  two  weeks  to  help  in  Red  Cross  work,  such  as 
making  garments,  etc.  Our  Annual  Conference  offering 
amounted  to  $347.  Miss  Margaret  Parker  of  Okeechobee,  Fla., 
has  been  secured  as  joint  secretary  for  our  church  and  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee.  She  will  also  assist  in  the  general 
educational  program  of  our  church.  Our  young  people  are 
sponsoring  the  Service  Project  through  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  On 
July  20  Pastor  Bowman  dedicated  his  sermon  to  the  older  folks 


of  the  congregation,  his  subject  being  The  Treasures  of  Christian 
Old  Age.  Appropriate  old  familiar  hymns  were  sung  at  this 
service,  one  of  which  was  in  honor  of  Prof.  Beery  who  wrote  it, 
and  was  led  by  a  former  student  of  his  when  he  taught  music 
at  Juniata  College  many  years  ago.  Our  church  was  happy  to 
have  with  us  Sister  Utz,  returned  missionary  to  Africa,  who 
was  on  the  ill  fated  Zamzam.  Sister  Utz  told  her  experiences 
in  an  interesting  manner.  Expressions  of  appreciation  are  due 
the  Olive  Circle  and  the  junior  and  intermediate  departments 
of  our  church  school  for  helping  eighteen  of  our  intermediate 
and  junior  boys  to  attend  Camp  Peniel.  The  home  brethren  have 
filled  the  preaching  appointments  while  our  pastor  is  on  his 
vacation.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  10,  we  were  glad  to  have  Anna 
Hutchison,  returned  missionary  to  China,  teach  the  Home  Build- 
ers class  and  also  give  the  message  at  the  morning  service. 
She  and  Sister  Ruth  Utz  were  formerly  members  of  this  con- 
gregation and  their  presence  is  always  a  joy  to  us.  Our  young 
people  held  a  sunrise  service  at  Ft.  Dupont  on  Aug.  24.  About 
seventeen  of  the  women  of  our  church  attended  the  council  of 
women's  work  at  Edgewood,  Md.,  July  31.  On  Aug.  5  our  local 
women's  council  was  addressed  by  Mrs.  Rufus  Bowman  of  Chi- 
cago, the  new  president  of  the  women's  work  of  our  brother- 
hood.— Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Hollinger,  Washington,  D.   C,  Sept.  3. 

Florida 

Miami. — Our  church  work  is  going  along  nicely.  Some  folks 
are  on  vacations  so  the  attendance  has  dropped  a  bit  for  the 
summer.  The  daily  vacation  Bible  school  began  on  July  14  and 
closed  July  25  with  a  fine  program  in  the  evening.  The  inter- 
est and  attendance  were  good,  and  we  feel  all  who  came  were 
benefited.  Sister  Zefla  Mays  of  Tampa  was  our  leader,  with 
Sister  Doris  Price  and  the  Sunday-school  teachers  as  helpers.  A 
number  of  our  young  people  attended  the  church  camp.  Sister 
Bertie  Lee  Seigler  and  Bro.  Paul  Fox  had  a  beautiful  wedding 
in  our  church  on  May  24. — Mrs.  Enos  Overholser,  Miami,  Fla., 
Aug.    31. 

Idaho 

Payette. — Our  summer  assembly  at  Camp  Stover  is  over.  The 
group  was  not  so  large  as  in  former  years,  but  we  had  a  won- 
derful feast  of  good  things,  with  work  and  pleasure  mixed.  A 
lot  of  underbrush  was  cleared  out.  The  women  of  the  district 
furnished  money  to  build  a  workers'  cabin,  and  the  men  did  the 
work.  More  cabins  need  to  be  built  by  another  year.  A  group 
of  our  intermediates  and  young  people  attended  Camp  Stover 
with  Mrs.  Millie  Rumley  as  camp  mother.  Al  Brightbill,  Des- 
mond Bittinger,  Ruth  Shriver  and  Anetta  Mow  were  some  of 
our  workers.  We  met  in  church  council  on  Aug.  27.  Bro. 
Glover  was  elected  elder  for  another  year.  With  vacation  over 
we  are  looking  forward  to  getting  back  to  work  again. — Ellen 
Schubert,  Payette,   Idaho,   Aug.   31. 

Illinois 
Hurricane  Creek. — We  met  in  business  meeting  on  July  12  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff,  presiding.  Bro.  Ausby  Swinger 
and  Sister  Angie  Caylor  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored  a  vacation  Bible  school 
July  14-25.  The  average  attendance  was  about  forty-seven.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  play.  The  Lost  Church,  on  June  1.  On  June 
22  they  gave  it  at  Romine.  A  program  was  given  in  honor  of 
children's  day,  Mother's  Day  and  Father's  Day  on  June  14.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  been  sewing  and  canning  for  Bethany  Hospital. 
Nineteen  went  to  Romine  to  attend  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sectional 
meeting  on  the  last  Sunday  in  June.  The  ladies  served  lunch 
at  a  community  sale  on  July  16.  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman  held  a 
two-week  revival  meeting  here,  closing  with  a  love  feast  on 
Aug.   18.— Martha  Dooly,   Vandalia,   111.,   Aug.   28. 

Panther  Creek. — Bro.  Jacob  Dick  of  Bethany  came  to  us  the 
latter  part  of  May  to  be  our  summer  pastor;  we  enjoyed  very 
much  his  earnest  efforts  among  us.  He  closed  his  work  here 
with  a  week  of  revival  meetings  ending  Sunday  evening,  Aug. 
17.  Although  there  were  no  immediate  conversions  he  did  much 
good,  and  the  many  helpful  things  he  said  and  did  while  here 
will  long  be  remembered  by  all  of  us.  Bro.  Dick's  parents  were 
here  to  help  in  the  meetings;  his  father,  Bro.  Trostle  Dick  of  . 
Pottstown,  Pa.,  did  part  of  the  preaching.  The  song  service  was 
in  charge  of  home  talent.  We  recently  purchased  new  hymnals. 
Several  of  our  young  people  and  intermediates  attended  camp. 
A  good  number  from  our  congregation  attended  district  confer- 
ence at  Astoria  on  Aug.  24.  Delegates  were  Brethren  Harold 
Wiley  and  Guy  Nofsinger.  The  young  people's  class  held  an 
ice-cream  social  on  the  church  lawn  in  July.  Our  aid  society 
meets  once  a  month  at  the  church,  but  later  will  meet  in  the 
homes.  We  are  making  quilts  and  doing  work  for  the  Red  Cross. 
The  men  will  re-shingle  the  church  as  soon  as  new  shingles 
have  been  purchased.  Our  resident  pastor,  Bro.  J.  E.  Small, 
who  was  injured  in  an  automobile  accident  soon  after  Bro.  Dick 
came,  has  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  preach  for  us 
soon. — Elsie  Nofsinger,  El  Paso,  111.,  Aug.  25. 

Indiana 

Bethany. — At  our  June  council  our  elder,  Bro.  A.  E.  Clem,  offi- 
ciated. The  church  decided  to  retain  Bro.  Leo  H.  Miller  as  pas- 
tor for  another  year.  He  has  been  doing  good  work.  The  aid 
society  canned  peaches  and  tomatoes  for  Camp  Lagro.  The 
men's  work  group  made  hay  for  a  sick  neighbor  and  worked 
another  field  on  shares.  They  have  a  field  of  soy  beans  to  com- 
bine.    On  Aug.  28  we  met  at   Camp  Mack  to  baptize  two  from 
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Bethany   and   one  from  the   camp. — Bertha  B.   Weybright,   Syra- 
cuse. Ind.,  Aug.  28. 

Bethel. — We  met  in  regular  council  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Lee 
R.  Cory,  presiding.  The  church  asked  Bro.  Theodore  Miller  of 
Nappanee  to  serve  as  part-time  pastor  for  another  year.  We 
were  represented  at  Annual  Conference  by  Bro.  L.  W.  Shultz. 
Brethren  Theodore  Miller  and  Lee  R.  Cory  were  our  delegates 
to  district  conference  held  at  Camp  Mack.  Three  of  our  inter- 
mediate boys  attended  the  boys'  camp  at  Camp  Mack  and  re- 
ported a  fine  time.  Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Doty's  summer  home  on  Wawbee  Lake.  Our 
revival  meetings  will  be  held  Oct.  5-19  with  Bro.  Ira  Long  of 
Buchanan.  Mich.,  as  evangelist.  Our  communion  will  be  held 
on  Oct.  25.  Bro.  Marion  Deeter  was  elected  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  the  coming  year.  The  junior  superintendent 
is  Sister  Melba  Rensberger. — Grace  Noss,  Milford,  Ind.,  Sept.   1. 

Hickory  Grove. — We  met  in  council  recently  and  elected 
church  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  J.  A.  Snell  of  South 
Whitley,  Ind.,  was  re-elected  elder.  We  decided  to  redecorate 
our  church.  On  June  16  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Winamac,  Ind.,  came 
to  us  for  a  two-week  meeting.  He  preached  good  gospel  ser- 
mons and  we  had  a  good  meeting.  Three  were  baptized.  Sev- 
eral attended  from  adjoining  churches  and  brought  special  mu- 
sic. Bro.  Hirt's  daughters  gave  us  special  music  which  was  ap- 
preciated by  all.  Bro.  J.  R.  Hunter  and  wife  and  Bro.  I.  E. 
Oberholtzer  and  wife  of  Muncie,  and  Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger 
and  wife  of  Liberty  Center  attended  the  love  feast  on  June  30. 
Bro.  Hunter  officiated  with  others  assisting.  On  June  15  the 
children  gave  a  program.  On  June  8  we  had  a  mother  and 
daughter  and  father  and  son  banquet.  It  was  well  attended; 
Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger  was  the  speaker.  We  regret  his  moving 
away  from  us.  Three  of  our  young  men  went  to  camp  and  we 
miss  them  very  much. — Cyntha  E.   Fox,   Redkey,  Ind.,   Aug.   25. 

Lower  Deer  Creek. — The  last  Sunday  of  July  we  enjoyed  our 
yearly  birthday  service  with  a  basket  dinner.  Bro.  Thomas 
Shively  gave  both  the  morning  and  afternoon  messages,  also  an 
interesting  account  of  his  trip  to  Conference.  The  combined 
birthday  and  church  offering  of  $52  was  sent  for  missions,  home 
and  foreign,  which  paid  up  our  dues  for  this  year.  We  will  take 
a  special  offering  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  for  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  quilt- 
ing: they  also  served  an  ice-cream  supper  in  Camden  and  spon- 
sored two  markets.  We  have  enjoyed  several  special  numbers 
this  year  from  our  ladies'  and  men's  quartets.  Bro.  Chester 
Peterson  has  been  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
Bro.  Owen  Cripe  delegate  to  district  meeting.  On  Saturday, 
Oct.  4,  we  will  have  an  all-day  meeting  at  the  church,  with  a 
beef  dinner  at  noon.  Communion  will  follow  at  7  P.  M. — Mrs. 
Leo  Spitler,  Camden,   Ind.,  Sept.  2. 

North  Webster. — Bro.  Leo  Miller  of  the  Bethany  Church  of 
the  Brethren  delivered  our  regular  morning  sermon  on  July  26. 
He  will  hold  our  revival  meetings  during  the  last  week  of  Oc- 
tober and  the  first  week  of  November.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of 
Manchester  will  deliver  our  harvest  meeting  address  on  Sept. 
14.  The  church  met  in  regular  council  Sept.  2  at  the  church 
with  Bro.  Jones  presiding.  Officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  A  new  plaque  has  been  purchased  and  attached  to  the 
front  of  the  church. — Mabel  Morehead,  Leesburg,  Ind.,   Sept.   3. 

Sampson  Hill. — Our  church  services  in  the  morning  and  eve- 
ning of  Aug.  10  were  presided  over  by  Eld.  J.  Andrew  Miller  of 
Muncie.  Our  Sunday  evening  offering  was  $4.50.  One  new 
member  has  been  added  to  our  church,  being  baptized  on  Sun- 
day, June  8,  by  Eld.  Miller.  Since  our  last  report  our  church 
house  has  been  reroofed.  We  wish  to  thank  the  mission  board 
for  the  check  we  received  from  them.  Most  of  the  work  was 
donated  by  our  members.  The  ladies  served  dinner  in  the 
church  yard  for  the  men. — Gertrude  Tranter,  Shoals,  Ind.,  Aug. 
12. 

West  Goshen. — On  July  27  Bro.  John  Metzler  spoke  to  us 
about  Brethren  Service  work  and  showed  pictures  of  Camp 
Lagro.  On  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  3.  Bro.  Samuel  E.  Miller  gave 
a  special  missionary  message  after  which  a  missionary  offer- 
ing of  $122  was  taken.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  J.  Scrogum  and 
family  of  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  were  visiting  in  our  midst  and  Bro. 
Scrogum  spoke  at  both  services  on  Aug.  10.  The  women's  mis- 
sionary society  met  at  the  home  of  Sister  Jesse  Swihart  on 
July  25  with  Sister  Velma  Ober,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
speaking.  On  Aug.  17  the  Motet  Singers,  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  B.  F.  Hartzler,  gave  a  musical  program.  Our  offering  for 
Brethren  Service  work  is  taken  once  each  month.  Bro.  Glen 
Cripe  has  charge  of  this  work.  The  offering  from  Mar.  1  to  July 
31  amounted  to  $412.64.  On  Sunday,  Sept.  14,  we  will  have  an 
all-day  harvest  meeting.  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  will  speak  at 
both  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  services. — Mina  Ganger, 
Goshen,    Ind.,    Aug.    28. 

Kansas 

Conway  Springs. — The  Brethren  Service  Committee  work  has 
been  well  supported.  We  take  an  offering  on  the  last  Sunday  of 
the  month.  The  union  memorial  services  were  held  at  the  Bap- 
tist church  on  May  25.  The  address  was  given  by  Rev.  Liggett 
of  the  Christian  church.  Rev.  William  Thompson  and  wife  of 
Dixon,  111.,  parents  of  our  pastor,  were  here  on  Sunday,  June  1. 
He  gave  the  address  at  both  the  morning  and  evening  services. 


We  had  a  basket  dinner  at  the  noon  hour.  We  took  an  offering 
for  Annual  Conference.  Three  from  this  church  attended  the 
Conference  at  La  Verne.  The  writer  was  a  delegate  to  that 
meeting.  Ruth  Betts  gave  a  recital  at  the  church  on  Aug.  8.  We 
held  our  business  meeting  on  Aug.  11.  Our  pastor  was  in  charge 
of  the  meeting.  We  elected  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
for  another  year.  Bro.  James  H.  Elrod  was  elected  elder.  Our 
pastor  is  going  to  Leonard,  Mo.,  on  Aug.  31  to  hold  a  revival 
meeting.  We  have  been  having  union  meetings  in  the  city  park 
on  Sunday  evenings  from  June  15  to  Sept.  1.  Rev.  Woody  Smith 
of  Forth  Worth,  Tex.,  preached  three  Sunday  evenings;  he  was 
here  holding  a  revival  meeting  at  the  Baptist  church.  We  are 
planning  to  have  our  revival  meeting  in  November  with  Bro. 
Ora  I.  Huston  of  Oklahoma  City  as  evangelist.  Our  pastor  was 
one  of  the  graduates  of  McPherson  College  this  year. — Amos  O. 
Brubaker,  Conway  Springs,  Kans.,  Aug.  24. 

Independence. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Leonard  Birkin,  is  back  with 
us  again,  much  refreshed  from  his  two-week  vacation.  Fifty  of 
our  members  enjoyed  a  day  of  outing  on  Sunset  Lake  near 
Collinsville,  Okla.  At  our  members'  meeting  on  Aug.  11  Bro. 
Ralph  Loshbaugh  of  Fredonia  was  chosen  elder  for  the  next  year. 
Sister  O.  G.  Barnes  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  wom- 
en's work  organization.  Church  letters  were  granted  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Ralph  Bruce,  who  are  now  living  in  the  territory  of 
the  Parsons  church.  The  trustees  are  working  on  a  budget  for 
the  coming  year  and  will  present  it  at  the  next  regular  meeting. 
On  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  24,  Sister  Vera  Corn  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mr.  Kenneth  Mensch.  They  will  make  their  home 
in  Wichita.  Vera  has  been  our  church  pianist  and  we  are  sorry 
to  lose  her.  Our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  on  Aug. 
24. — W.  E.  Burroughs,  Independence,  Kans.,  Aug.  26. 

Olathe. — We  held  our  regular  business  meeting  in  July,  at 
which  time  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  L.  A. 
Whitaker  was  chosen  elder  and  Bro.  Robert  Kramer  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Bro.  Whitaker  is  our  delegate  to  district 
conference.  We  are  planning  a  series  of  evangelistic  meetings 
for  this  fall.  Last  spring  we  had  the  floor  of  our  church  sanded 
and  waxed;  the  work  was  donated  by  the  men.  The  ladies'  aid 
had  the  church  papered  a  short  time  before.  The  work  here 
is  going  along  nicely  under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  L.  A.  Whit- 
aker and  wife,  who  have  recently  located  in  Olathe,  thus  mak- 
ing it  more  convenient  for  them  in  their  work  with  the  church. — 
Lilly  M.  Riffey,  Olathe,  Kans.,  Aug.  29. 

Painl  Creek. — On  May  25  we  had  a  farewell  service  for  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Max  Hartsough,  who  have  accepted  the  church  at 
Belleville,  Kans.  Bro.  Hartsough  delivered  an  inspiring  farewell 
sermon.  He  was  installed  as  an  elder  on  that  day.  A  picnic  din- 
ner was  held  at  the  Paint  Creek  river.  On  July  27  Bro.  Zook. 
our  district  fieldman,  was  with  us  for  the  morning  service;  he 
gave  us  a  wonderful  sermon  on  Jesus  Christ,  the  Only  Founda- 
tion for  a  Church.  A  baptismal  service  for  a  young  girl  was 
held  in  the  evening.  At  the  noon  hour  we  had  a  basket  dinner. 
We  have  been  unable  to  have  regular  preaching  services  this 
summer,  but  Bro.  Talhelm  from  the  Galesburg  church  was  with 
us  for  the  morning  services  on  June  8  and  June  22.  Our  attend- 
ance is  holding  up  fairly  well.  The  ladies'  aid  is  still  working. — 
Ruby   Dare,   Uniontown,   Kans.,   Aug.   28. 

Wichita,  First. — Since  our  last  report  there  have  been  numer- 
ous weddings  among  our  young  people.  On  the  evening  of  June 
7  Ralph  McCune  and  Orpha  Highbarger  were  united  in  mar- 
riage in  a  beautiful  church  ceremony  with  Bro.  Elrod  officiat- 
ing. The  Northern  Baptist  convention  was  held  in  Wichita  in 
May  and  on  May  25  Dr.  O.  E.  Myerscough  of  Akron,  Ohio,  who 
was  attending  the  convention,  gave  a  splendid  address  on  the 
subject  of  Transformed,  Not  Conformed.  A  number  of  our 
members  attended  the  Kansas  Institute  of  International  Rela- 
tions which  was  held  here  at  Friends  University  and  some  re- 
ports were  given  to  various  groups  of  the  church.  The  Wichita 
work  camp  was  opened  June  22;  they  are  building  a  house  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Community  Center.  At  our  June  council  the 
church  decided  to  license  Brother  and  Sister  Elmer  Baldwin  to 
the  ministry.  This  ceremony  took  place  on  Aug.  17  with  his 
father,  Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin,  conducting  the  services.  Brother 
and  Sister  Baldwin  are  now  in  Bethany  for  further  preparation 
for  the  mission  field.  Their  goal  is  Africa.  The  Sunday-school 
class  with  which  they  had  worked  faithfully  for  more  than  two 
years  made  them  a  large  chest  as  a  farewell  gift,  which  was  pre- 
sented at  a  party  given  in  their  honor.  We  were  represented  at 
Annual  Conference  by  Bro.  Elrod  and  Mabel  Cripe.  The  church 
decided  to  organize  on  the  pastoral  board  plan,  having  a  cabi- 
net consisting  of  chairmen  and  officers  who  will  meet  once  each 
month.  This  cabinet  held  its  first  meeting  on  Aug.  4.  Four  of 
our  young  people  attended  Camp  Washunga  this  year.  These 
young  people,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  gave  an  interesting  pro- 
gram on  Aug.  24,  reporting  camp  activities. — Dora  B.  Cripe, 
Wichita,   Kans.,   Aug.   25. 

Maryland 

Baltimore,  First. — The  congregation  has  continued  its  work 
actively  throughout  the  summer  months  and  the  attendance 
has  been  good.  Repairs  and  improvements  have  been  made  to 
the  church  property.  A  vacation  Bible  school  was  held.  The 
young  people  were  well  represented  at  Camp  Peniel.  Our  pas- 
tor has  returned  from  the  Massanetta  Springs  conference  and  we 
are  beginning  our  fall  program.  Next  Sunday  evening  the  young 
people  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland,  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  Philip  Rover,  will  conduct  a  service  of  song. — M.  Mildred 
Wolf,   Baltimore,   Md.,   Sept.   3. 
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Locust  Grove. — A  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  held  by  Bro. 
Walter  Thomas  has  just  closed.  The  attendance  was  good  and 
splendid  interest  was  shown.  Bro.  Thomas  preached  wholly 
gospel  sermons;  he  visited  about  250  people.  As  an  immediate 
result  three  young  people  have  been  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  The  church  feels  encouraged.  We  have  installed  elec- 
tric lights  in  our  church;  they  are  very  much  appreciated  by 
all.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  25  at  three  o'clock. — 
B.  R.  Purdum,  Mt.  Airy,  Md.,  Aug.  25. 

Pipe  Creek. — Our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Jacob  F.  Replogle,  and 
wife  began  their  duties  on  June  1.  A  six  weeks'  singing  school 
began  on  June  16  with  Prof.  Philip  Royer  in  charge.  The 
Union  Bridge  folks  met  with  us  and  three  classes  were  held  at 
Pipe  Creek  and  three  at  Union  Bridge.  Children's  day  was  ob- 
served on  June  22  when  the  children  gave  the  pageant.  Treas- 
ures of  Youth.  On  June  29  the  women's  work  organization  held 
a  peace  program;  Mrs.  Margaret  Bixler  gave  a  report  of  the 
peace  conference  held  in  Washington  May  30.  Vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  July  7-18  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty-five.  Bro. 
J.  F.  Replogle  directed  the  school,  with  four  teachers  assisting 
him.  Pipe  Creek  had  charge  of  the  service  at  Greenwoods  on 
the  afternoon  of  July  20.  A  committee  representing  the  Meth- 
odists, Presbyterians  and  Church  of  the  Brethren  decided  to 
renovate  and  open  this  old  country  church  for  the  summer 
months.  Other  churches  have  co-operated  in  holding  services. 
A  large  number  attended  the  district  women's  work  convention 
at  the  Edgewood  church  on  July  31.  This  meeting  accepted  the 
invitation  to  meet  at  the  Pipe  Creek  church  in  1942.  Bro.  A.  J. 
Caricofe  of  Vienna,  Va.,  conducted  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meeting  here  beginning  July  27.  He  preached  sixteen  soul- 
stirring  sermons  and  visited  in  many  of  the  homes.  One  was 
baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings  and  seven  since.  On  July 
30  the  district  choir  gave  a  program  of  sacred  hymns  which  was 
much  enjoyed.  The  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table  was  held 
at  Camp  Peniel  on  Aug.  17;  fifteen  from  Pipe  Creek  attended. 
The  Union  Bridge  Sunday  school  and  Pipe  Creek  Sunday  school 
held  a  joint  picnic  at  Pipe  Creek  on  Aug.  20.  It  was  well  at- 
tended and  greatly  enjoyed  by  young  and  old.  The  church  is 
being  redecorated  now.  Some  are  planning  to  attend  the  re- 
gional conference  at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Aug.  27-29.  Bro.  Replogle 
preached  his  last  sermon  on  Aug.  24  and  will  return  to  school  at 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS 
Illinois 

Sept.   29,   7  pm,   Okaw. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm.  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 

Sept.  20,  Upper  Fall  Creek. 

Sept.    27,    Anderson. 

Oct.    4,    10    am — 7    pm.    Lower 

Deer    Creek. 
Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Ladoga. 
Oct.   5,   7   pm,  Richmond. 
Oct.    6,    7   pm,    Flora. 
Oct.   11,  6:30   pm,  Fairview. 
Oct.  11,  7:30  pm.  Beech  Grove. 
Oct.    17,    Union    Grove. 
Oct.   20,    7   pm,   Mexico. 
Oct.    20,    Walnut. 
Oct.    25,    Bethel. 
Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  La  Porte. 
Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
Oct.     25,     7:30    pm,     West    Eel 

River. 
Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 
Nov.   3,   Upper  Deer  Creek. 
Nov.   8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 
Nov.   17,   7:30  pm,  Plymouth. 

Maryland 

Oct.  5,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 

Oct.  5,   6:30    pm,    Westernport. 

Oct.  11,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 

Oct.  11,  6:30  pm,   Sams   Creek. 

Oct.  19,   6:30   pm,   Pipe   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  3  pm,   Locust  Grove. 

Michigan 

Sept.   28,    7:30   pm,   Midland. 

Ohio 
Oct.  4,  7  pm,  Georgetown. 
Oct.   5,   7:30  pm.   Silver   Creek. 
Oct.   25,  7   pm,   Pitsburg. 

Pennsylvania 

Sept.  21,  7  pm,  Garrett  house, 
Berlin    congregation. 

Sept.  21,  6:30  pm,  Holsinger 
house,  Dunnings  Creek  con- 
gregation. 


Sept.  21,  6:30  pm.  Summit 
Mills. 

Sept.  27,  7  pm,  Fairview-Scul- 
ton,   Fairview  house. 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Manor  congre- 
gation at  the  Purchase  Line 
house. 

Oct.   11,  12,   1:30  pm,  Midway. 

Oct.   12,   7  pm,  Claysburg. 

Oct.  12,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Snake  Spring 
Valley. 

Oct.    12,    2    pm.    Spring    Grove. 

Oct.  18,  6:30  pm.  Spring  Run 
house. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,  Ambler. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm.  Beachdale 
house,    Berlin    congregation. 

Oct.   21,   6   pm,   Hanover. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Hanover- 
dale  church.  Big  Swatara 
congregation. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Meyer 
house,  Fredericksburg 
church. 

Oct.   26,   7   pm,   Clover   Creek. 

Oct.  28,  29,  10  am,  Mt.  Hope 
house,  Chiques  congrega- 
tion. 

Nov.  8,  9,  10:30  am,  Falling 
Spring  congregation.  Hade 
church. 

Nov.   9,  7  pm,   Salisbury. 

Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 

Tennessee 

Sept.    27,    7    pm.    Liberty. 
Sept.    27,    7   pm,    Limestone. 

Virginia 

Sept.    20,    3   pm,    Salem. 

Sept.   27,   4  pm,   Copper   Hill. 

Oct.    12,    7   pm,    Greenmount. 

Oct.    19,    7   pm,   Linville   Creek. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.   Olivet. 

West  Virginia 

Sept.  21,  5  pm,  Mt.  Dale. 


Bethany.  Interest  in  church  work  during  the  summer  months 
has  been  better  than  usual  because  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Replogle's  splendid  work. — Mrs.  H.  Paul  Hull,  New  Windsor, 
Md.,   Aug.   25. 

Michigan 

Shepherd. — Our  church  building  was  redecorated  this  spring, 
both  women's  work  and  men's  work  members  giving  of  their 
time  and  talents  to  get  the  painting  of  the  woodwork  completed. 
New  shades  were  purchased  also,  which  greatly  add  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  place  of  worship.  The  Brethren  Service  work 
camp,  which  was  located  one  mile  north  of  our  church,  was  an 
inspiration  to  all  of  us  during  the  two  months  it  was  in  operation. 
Bro.  Ed  Landers,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  camp,  preached  for 
us  several  times  while  here.  In  addition  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Landers  there  were  seven  other  workers  in  the  camp.  Their 
chief  work  was  with  the  children  of  the  Mexican  beet  workers, 
in  co-operation  with  the  workers  from  the  women's  council  of 
home  missions.  They  also  helped  with  the  daily  vacation  Bible 
school,  which  was  held  jointly  with  the  Baptist  church  this 
year.  There  were  fifty-two  children  from  our  group  enrolled 
in  the  school.  Other  visitors  during  recent  months  have  been 
Bro.  Dan  West,  Rev.  Million  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  Bro.  Strohm 
of  Chicago.  Children  day  was  observed  on  June  22.  Ten  babies 
were  dedicated  in  a  special  service  conducted  by  the  pastor. 
Aug.  15  was  the  date  of  our  annual  church  picnic,  which  was 
held  in  Island  Park,  Mt.  Pleasant,  with  approximately  125  people 
attending.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Marilla  were  Hazel 
Shanahan  and  Iva  Harmon. — Iva  A.  Harmon,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Mich., 
Aug.   26. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis. — Since  our  last  report  and  our  love  feast  of  June 
29,  we  have  experienced  some  changes  and  had  many  pleasant 
experiences,  being  favored  with  speakers  for  every  service.  On 
July  6  Bro.  Duncan  from  Hancock,  Minn.,  delivered  the  messages 
of  the  day,  while  on  July  13  Bro.  Meyers  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  was 
with  us  and  preached.  Sister  Eliza  Miller,  missionary  to  India, 
favored  the  church  with  her  wonderful  talks  on  India  on  July 
20,  21  and  left  many  impressions  on  the  life  and  work  of  the 
church.  On  July  27  Bro.  O.  E.  Messamer  of  Wiley,  Colo.,  filled 
the  pulpit,  bringing  God's  Word  in  a  forceful  way.  On  Aug.  3 
Bro.  Myers  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  again  delivered  two  good  mes- 
sages, and  on  Aug.  10  Bro.  Ora  W.  Garber  of  Elgin,  111.,  gave  to 
our  church  an  inspirational  service  which  will  long  be  remem- 
bered. Bro.  Fleming  of  Minneapolis  spoke  on  Aug.  17  and  Aug. 
24;  though  well  along  in  years  his  messages  are  soul-stirring. 
We  are  much  encouraged  to  press  on,  looking  for  greater  bless- 
ings. Several  from  here  attended  the  district  conference  at 
Sheldon,  Iowa,  Aug.  23-25. — Elmer  D.  Blocher,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,   Aug.  25. 

New  Mexico 

Clovis. — Our  young  people  went  to  Waka,  Tex.,  for  the  spring 
regional  conference.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Clovis 
near  Thanksgiving  time.  Our  pastor  and  wife  attended  the  An- 
nual Conference  at  La  Verne.  On  June  29  Brother  and  Sister 
G.  G.  Canfield  began  a  two-week  revival  meeting.  As  a  direct 
result  of  these  meetings  one  was  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated. 
Three  of  our  young  people,  with  the  pastor,  attended  Camp 
Saline  near  Cleo  Springs,  Okla.  One  of  them  was  baptized  there 
in  the  camp  pool.  The  church  met  in  business  meeting  on  July 
18  to  elect  new  officers  for  the  Sunday  school  and  church  for 
the  coming  year. — Ferol  Inez  Anthony,  Clovis,  N.  Mex.,  Aug.  29. 

Ohio 

Beech  Grove. — During  the  four-week  absence  of  Bro.  Hollinger 
while  he  attended  Conference  at  La  Verne,  the  pulpit  was  filled 
by  the  following:  the  first  Sunday,  Bro.  Moyer  of  Greenville;  on 
the  second  Sunday  we  had  a  Father's  Day  program;  the  third 
Sunday,  Bro.  Ira  Blocher;  and  on  the  fourth  Sunday  Brother 
and  Sister  Wampler,  returned  missionaries  to  China,  gave  an  in- 
teresting program.  Much  inspiration  was  brought  back  to  us 
from  the  Conference,  as  several  from  our  congregation  attended. 
We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  28.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman 
from  Painter  Creek,  presided.  Bro.  Chancey  Pipenger  was  again 
elected   as   Sunday-school  superintendent,   and   Sister   Vicie   Hol- 
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linger  was  re-elected  as  primary  superintendent.  At  this  meet- 
ing a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  remodeling 
of  our  kitchen:  they  will  report  at  the  next  meeting.  On  Aug. 
2~  the  Golden  Rule  class  visited  the  Brethren  Home  at  Green- 
ville and  served  ice  cream  and  cake  to  them.  A  great  spiritual 
blessing  was  received  by  those  who  took  part  in  the  treat,  for 
it  was  so  greatly  appreciated  by  the  old  people  in  the  Home. 
Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  on  Aug.  10  at  Glen  Miller 
Park  in  Richmond.  Ind.  There  was  a  large  attendance  and  a 
good  time  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Several  from  our  church  at- 
tended the  Southern  Ohio  rally  at  Ludlow  Falls  on  Sunday, 
Aug.  17.  Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held  the  latter  part  of 
November  in  charge  of  Bro.  John  Good  from  Springfield,  Ohio. 
— Mrs.  Charles  Baker,  New  Madison,  Ohio,  Sept.  2. 

Casline. — During  the  last  week  of  May  and  the  first  week  of 
June  we  joined  with  Prices  Creek  for  a  vacation  Bible  school 
which  was  well  attended.  On  June  8  Bro.  William  Zobler  of 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  preached  for  us.  He  and  his  wife  were  on  their 
way  to  Annual  Conference.  In  the  evening  the  children  gave 
their  program  to  a  well-filled  house.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife 
and  two  other  members  of  the  church  attended  Annual  Confer- 
ence. During  the  absence  of  our  pastor  Bro.  James  Renz,  a  stu- 
dent minister  from  Manchester  College,  was  our  guest  speaker. 
In  June  we  prepared  a  packet  for  the  Civilian  Service  camp.  On 
July  13  our  young  people's  class  visited  the  Lagro  Civilian  Serv- 
ice camp  and  gave  a  program.  This  summer  the  ladies  and 
men  of  our  church  both  had  a  project.  The  ladies  took  an  old 
apron  and  each  one  put  a  gift  of  money  back  of  a  very  neat 
patch.  The  men  picked  a  day  in  which  they  worked  for  the 
Lord.  All  the  money  they  made  this  day  went  into  an  envelope. 
These  projects  proved  very  enjoyable  and  worth  while.  The 
patches  and  envelopes  were  opened  at  our  family  day  service  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  3,  while  the  families  were  gathered  around  the 
tables  for  the  noon  meal  in  our  church  basement.  The  apron 
held  $31  and  the  envelope  had  $53.  It  was  our  aim  to  have 
every  family  of  the  church  present  at  this  service.  It  was  a 
wonderful  beginning  for  our  two  weeks'  revival  service  which 
began  in  the  evening  with  Bro.  Theo.  Eley  as  our  evangelist. 
Bro.  Eley's  sermons  were  very  inspirational  and  helpful  and 
were  delivered  to  a  large  and  attentive  congregation.  There  was 
special  music  at  each  service.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings  five 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  This  spring  we  re- 
ceived three  new  members  by  letter  and  have  also  granted  one 
letter.  Three  of  our  young  people  enjoyed  camp  at  Camp 
Sugar  Grove.  Our  attendance  at  all  services  is  the  best  it  has 
been  for  several  years. — Mary  Esther  Fasnacht,  Arcanum,  Ohio, 
Aug.   26. 

Fostoria. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has  held 
up  well  during  the  summer  months.  We  have  had  a  number  of 
visiting  ministers  in  the  past  months:  Bro.  Harley  Fisher  of 
Mexico,  Ind.,  Bro.  David  R.  Landis  of  Batavia,  111.,  and  Bro.  J.  K. 
Eikenberry  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  who  was  a  former  pastor  of  this 
church.  Under  the  direction  of  Sister  Gladys  Earl  and  her  as- 
sistants, we  had  a  very  successful  vacation  Bible  school.  Some 
of  the  Brethren  with  cars  furnished  transportation  for  most  of 
the  students.  The  women's  work  organization  has  been  busy 
in  relief  work,  sending  clothing  to  Finland  and  other  war- 
stricken  countries.  They  also  have  sent  packets  to  the  boys  at 
Camp  Lagro,  which  we  visited  personally.  Pastor  Boomershine 
was  the  delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  On  his  return  he  and 
his  wife  gave  a  general  report  of  the  Conference  and  their  trip, 
which  was  made  by  auto.  They  also  attended  the  summer  as- 
sembly held  at  the  Pleasant  View  church  near  Lima.  Sister 
Boomershine  is  conducting  a  successful  junior  service  every 
Sunday  evening  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  During  our  pas- 
tor's absence  Bro.  Robert  Byerly  of  the  Cushing  church,  Okla., 
and  Bro.  Conrad  Snavely  of  the  Fostoria  church,  filled  the  pul- 
pit. Both  of  these  young  men  were  reared  and  elected  to  the 
ministry  in  this  congregation. — J.  C.  Warstler,  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
Aug.    25. 

Lower  Stillwater.— Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio, 
conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival  July  28 — Aug.  10,  giving  us  very 
helpful  sermons.  Three  accepted  Christ  during  the  meetings. 
The  baptismal  service  was  conducted  on  Sunday,  Aug.  17,  and 
three  more  came  to  be  baptized,  making  six  in  all  coming  into 
the  church.  Our  council  was  held  on  Aug.  20.  We  elected  our 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Raymond 
Ebright  was  elected  superintendent.  Our  Sunday  school  has  an 
enrollment  of  165.  We  voted  to  license  Bro.  Paul  Bowman  to  the 
ministry.  We  have  our  indebtedness  for  the  remodeling  of  our 
church  nearly  paid  off  at  this  writing.— Orpha  D.  Engle,  Clayton. 
Ohio,   Aug.   25. 

Pennsylvania 

Albright.— During  the  last  week  of  May  and  the  first  week  in 
June  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  held  a  revival 
meeting  in  our  church.  The  meetings  were  very  well  attended 
and  the  membership  was  built  up.  Three  were  baptized  on 
Sunday  evening  before  the  time  set  for  the  love  feast.  The  at- 
tendance at  this  love  feast  was  the  largest  for  some  time.  On 
Sunday  morning,  Aug.  10,  Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold  had 
charge  of  the  worship  period.  Bro.  Arnold  drew  pictures  illus- 
trating the  songs  and  hymns  which  Sister  Arnold  sang.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple,  has  been  gone  for  a  number  of  weeks, 
being  very  active  in  evangelistic  work.  The  elder  in  charge 
looks  after  the  filling  of  the  appointments  during  his  absence. 
The  church  has  arranged  to  call  one  or  two  of  her  membership  to 


the  ministry  in  the  near  future. — Elsie  McNally,  Martinsburg, 
Pa.,  Aug.  22. 

Annville. — Our  children's  day  service  was  held  on  July  6  at 
Annville.  After  the  children's  part  on  the  program  an  address 
was  given  by  Bro.  Perry  Sanger.  On  July  13  a  group  of  young 
people  visited  the  sick  and  shut-ins;  they  sang,  had  prayer,  and 
left  flowers  and  plants  for  them.  On  July  20  Harold  Bomberger, 
our  delegate,  gave  a  very  interesting  report  on  the  conference. 
Our  Bible  school,  held  July  21 — Aug.  1,  was  directed  by  Harold 
Bomberger.  The  average  attendance  was  169,  and  the  offering 
brought  by  the  children  amounted  to  $44.  This  was  sent  to  India. 
On  July  26  our  young  people  met  with  the  Fredericksburg  group 
and  held  a  Galilean  service.  Our  chorus  gave  a  program  in  the 
Myerstown  church  on  the  evening  of  July  27.  At  our  all-day 
meeting  held  on  Aug.  10  we  had  with  us  Brethren  Alton  Bucher, 
James  Moore,  and  Robert  Cocklin  as  speakers  for  the  day.  The 
services  were  well  attended.  On  Saturday  evening,  Aug.  16. 
Bro.  Clyde  Horst  gave  a  helpful  talk  at  a  service  held  out  of 
doors.  As  an  impressive  symbol  of  reconsecration,  all  those 
present  placed  a  lighted  candle  on  a  cross  which  was  then  floated 
down  the  stream.  On  Aug.  17  the  Messiah  Bible  College  male 
quartet  gave  a  splendid  program  in  message  and  song.  A  good 
talk  by  Martha  Martin  was  given  at  the  children's  day  service 
at  South  Annville  on  Aug.  24.  The  new  Christian  Workers'  offi- 
cers are  Abraham  Brubaker,  Nora  Dotterer  and  Paul  Wampler. — 
Fannie  K.   Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Sept.   1. 

Lebanon. — The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  on 
June  3  with  an  attendance  of  124.  Miss  Rebecca  Schaeffer  from 
Elizabethtown  gave  a  splendid  talk.  The  men  of  the  church 
prepared  and  served  the  meal.  Mrs.  Reinhold,  director  of  mis- 
sions, planned  the  missionary  service  for  Sunday  evening, 
June  8.  The  reading  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Florence  Bollinger, 
our  missionary  to  India,  and  the  showing  of  slides  on  The 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Work  in  Africa,  made  up  the  pro- 
gram. On  June  15  the  children  gave  their  annual  children's  day 
program.  At  the  morning  service  on  June  22  Pastor  Carl  Zeigler 
conducted  a  consecration  service  for  the  children  of  the  cradle 
roll  department.  Nine  children  were  enrolled  as  members.  In 
the  afternoon  of  June  22  a  music  festival  was  held.  Various 
visiting  groups  participated  in  the  program.  Our  church  en- 
joyed outdoor  services  during  the  months  of  July  and  August. 
Mary  Schaeffer,  a  returned  missionary  to  China,  prepared  a 
Chinese  meal  and  fellowship  for  the  young  people  on  July  13. 
This  feature  was  sponsored  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  She  also  spoke 
at  the  regular  evening  service.  The  quarterly  council  was  held 
on  July  1  with  Eld.  Carl  Zeigler  presiding.  One  member  was 
reclaimed.  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected.  Under  the  director  of  missions,  a  women's  missionary 
society  has  been  organized  with  Mrs.  Carl  Zeigler  as  president. 
On  July  27  a  brief  report  of  the  La  Verne  Conference  was 
given  by  E.  E.  Meyer.  We  are  planning  for  an  interesting  and 
successful  rally  day  on  Sept.  21.  The  committee  has  secured 
W.  Newton  Long  from  Baltimore,  Md.,  as  the  speaker.  Five  of 
our  young  people  attended  Camp  Conewago.  Our  pastor  con- 
ducted a  church  membership  class  for  a  period  of  eight  weeks 
for  an  eager  group  of  young  people.  We  are  planning  for  a 
home-coming  service  to  be  held  on  Sept.  14.  There  will  be  three 
sessions.  Bro.  Dana  Z.  Eckert  will  be  the  speaker  at  the  morn- 
ing service.  Our  pastor  was  on  a  week's  vacation  and  during 
his  absence  Bro.  Ammon  Meyer  filled  the  pulpit.' — Mrs.  P.  G. 
Edris,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Aug.  21. 

Nanty  Glo. — On  July  19  the  Sunday  school  had  its  picnic.  On 
Aug.  16  the  young  women's  class  and  the  intermediate  girls  held 
their  picnic.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August  we  held 
special  services  on  Sunday  night.  This  was  done  in  order  to  in- 
crease the  church  attendance  for  these  months  when  it  is  usu- 
ally smaller.  The  attendance  goal  was  set  for  100  but  the  larg- 
est attendance  so  far  has  been  seventy-eight.  On  July  14  we 
were  privileged  to  have  Sister  Williams  of  Conemaugh,  Pa., 
with  us.  She  was  one  of  the  missionaries  on  the  ill-fated  Zam- 
zam.  She  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  her  recent  experiences. 
On  Aug.  7  we  had  with  us  Paul  Voranaeff,  a  Christian  who  es- 
caped from  Russia.  He  showed  slides  and  gave  a  lecture  on  the 
conditions  in  Russia.  On  Aug.  13  the  young  women's  class  had 
charge  of  a  program  which  we  gave  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home  at 
Scalp  Level.  These  old  people  seem  to  enjoy  our  programs,  and 
we  enjoy  preparing  and  giving  a  program  for  them. — Dorothy 
Paul,  Nanty  Glo,  Pa.,  Aug.  26. 

Summit  Mills. — Our  Sunday  school  has  been  keeping  up  well  in 
attendance  and  interest  during  the  summer  months;  many  new 
pupils  have  been  enrolled  since  spring.  Our  enrollment  at  this 
time  is  fifty.  The  interest  of  our  church  has  been  splendid,  and 
the  work  of  God's  kingdom  is  advancing.  Our  revival  meetings, 
which  will  continue  for  one  or  two  weeks,  begin  on  Sept.  15,  and 
will  close  with  our  fall  communion.  Bro.  Walter  Berkebile 
will  be  the  evangelist.  A  very  successful  revival  meeting  at  the 
Cross  Road  church  just  closed,  with  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes  as  the 
evangelist.  He  brought  us  strong  gospel  messages,  and  as  a 
direct  result  of  this  meeting  nine  were  baptized.  The  member- 
ship has  been  strengthened  and  encouraged  in  a  fine  way  through 
this  service.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  C.  Beahm  were  our  repre- 
sentatives at  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  They  brought 
back  a  very  interesting  report. — N.  C.  Gnagey,  Meyersdale,  Pa., 
Aug.    25. 

Tyrone. — We  met  in  quarterly  business  meeting  on  July  3  and 
elected  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Brethren 
C.  A.  Harpster,  Ezra  Snyder  and  Robert  Stewart  were  re-elected 
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as  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent  and  secretary,  re- 
spectively. The  last  two  weeks  of  June  were  devoted  to  our 
vacation  Bible  school.  We  had  a  fine  average  attendance.  Seven 
of  our  young  people  attended  various  groups  at  Camp  Harmony 
and  brought  back  encouraging  reports  of  work  accomplished. 
Two  of  our  young  people,  Lawrence  and  Sara  Jane  Thomas, 
spent  their  vacation  attending  the  different  sessions  of  the  Al- 
toona  Bible  Conference.  We  have  recently  enlarged  our  class 
facilities  in  the  basement  so  that  now  we  can  accommodate  six 
classes  there.  Fifty  new  chairs  have  been  purchased  for  use  in 
our  enlarged  accommodations.  The  church  granted  the  pastor  a 
four  weeks'  vacation  which  is  being  used  in  recuperating  from  a 
weakened  physical  condition.  During  this  period  the  morning 
service  is  being  supplied  by  visiting  ministers,  and  the  young 
people  have  charge  of  the  evening  service.  It  is  encouraging  to 
note  their  willingness  and  ability  to  plan  these  services.  In 
our  midweek  prayer  service  and  Bible  study  we  are  using  the 
laity,  old  and  young,  as  leaders.  So  far  about  thirty  have  taken 
part  and  it  has  increased  our  attendance  and'  interest.  Our  an- 
nual home-coming  service  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Oct.  26,  with 
Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon  as  the  speaker.  That  day  will  mark  the  be- 
ginning of  our  evangelistic  services  with  Bro.  Dixon  in  charge. 
The  meetings  will  close  with  a  love  feast.  Our  people  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  coming  of  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  who  is  sched- 
uled to  be  here  on  Sept.  18.  A  number  of  our  members  are  look- 
ing forward  to  attending  the  Sunday-school  convention  and 
young  people's  conference  at  New  Enterprise,  Aug.  26,  27. — 
John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa.,  Aug.  23. 

Texas 

Nocona. — Our  revival  meeting  began  on  Aug.  5  with  Bro.  Rus- 
sell West  as  evangelist.  The  meeting  closed  on  Aug.  17.  Thir- 
teen were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  We  had  good  crowds 
throughout  the  meeting.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Aug.  18. 
Bro.  West  had  to  leave  that  morning,  so  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  E. 
Peckover,  officiated  at  the  love  feast. — Maggie  Molsbee,  No- 
cona, Tex.,  Aug.  23. 

Virginia 

Johnsville. — Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  been  progressing  nicely  under 
the  leadership  of  Irene  Wells,  president.  We  met  at  our  regular 
quarterly  council  on  Aug.  9  with  Bro.  O.  S.  Garber  in  charge. 
At  this  time  reports  from  the  annual  church  visits  were  given, 
two  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  three  were 
granted  letters  of  membership.  We  have  recently  purchased  a 
piano  for  our  church.  Our  revival  meeting  began  Aug.  17  and 
will  continue  through  Aug.  31.     Bro.  Carl  Spangler  of  the  Green 


Hill  congregation  is  our  evangelist.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
Sept.  13  at  7  P.  M.  The  second  Sunday  in  November  has  been 
set  aside  as  our  mission  day.  A  large  delegation  from  our  con- 
gregation visited  our  pastor  and  his  wife.  Brother  and  Sister 
O.  S.  Garber  of  the  Cloverdale  congregation,  on  Aug.  2.  A  pic- 
nic supper  was  served  and  a  delightful  social  hour  was  later 
enjoyed.— Clyde   Starkey,   Catawba,   Va.,   Aug.   25. 

Ml.  Zion. — On  July  14  our  Bible  school  opened  with  six  teach- 
ers. We  had  an  enrollment  of  132  with  an  average  attendance  of 
117.  At  the  close  of  the  school  a  program  was  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, at  which  time  certificates  were  given  those  attending  the 
school.  On  the  Sunday  following  the  Bible  school  our  series  of 
meetings  began,  which  Bro.  Eller  conducted.  Much  interest  was 
shown  and  the  attendance  was  very  good.  Twenty-five  confes- 
sions were  made  during  the  meeting.  We  are  very  happy  to  en- 
tertain the  young  people's  conference  of  the  Northern  District 
on  Aug.  24.  The  speaker  for  the  conference  will  be  Bro.  A. 
Stauffer  Curry.  Work  is  still  progressing  on  our  new  church  at 
Luray.  Bro.  A.  J.  Caricofe,  a  former  pastor,  was  present  for  the 
laying  of  the  cornerstone  in  July.  Bricklayers  are  now  laying 
the  brick.  All  bills  have  been  paid  up  until  the  brick  work 
started.  On  Sept.  9  Mt.  Zion  will  be  hosts  to  the  county  Sunday- 
school  convention.  Bro.  Eller  and  family  are  now  on  a  vacation 
in  Southern  Virginia.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  reorganized  and  is 
ready  to  start  the  new  year.  Leonard  Cane  has  been  chosen 
president  for  the  coming  year. — Elsie  Broyles,  Luray,  Va., 
Aug.  23. 

West  Virginia 
Oakvale.— Sister  Garnet  Tiller  of  Littlesburg,  W.  Va.,  held  a  re- 
vival meeting  here  Aug.  10-24.  The  results  of  this  revival  were 
six  reconsecrations  and  one  conversion.  Sister  Tiller  put  forth 
her  best  effort  to  try  to  bring  sinners  to  repentance.  This  meet- 
ing was  an  inspiration  to  the  Christians  of  the  community  be- 
cause it  brought  them  to  the  great  realization  of  their  duty  to- 
ward God  and  their  fellow  men. — Fannie  Wimmer,  Oakvale,  W. 
Va.,   Aug.  25. 


FOR  SALE:  Choice  farms  for  sale  and 
money  to  loan  at  low  rate  of  interest.  John 
Isenberger,  North  Manchester,  Indiana. 


QUESTION:     Who  are  the  future  church 

leaders? 

ANSWER:     They  are  probably  in  our  col- 
leges today. 

If  that  be  true  they  should  be  kept  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the 
church  during  these  days  of  formal  education. 

Send  them  the  GOSPEL  MESSENGER  each  week. 

Special  nine  months'  gift  subscription  at  75c  each  or  a  full 
year's  gift  subscription  for  $1.00,  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
Elgin,  Illinois 


32 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— September  20,  1941 


Through  Christmas  Greeting  Folders 


As  the  Christmas  Season 
approaches  and  the  Song  of 
the  Angels  is  echoed  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  it  is  time  to 
anticipate  the  grand  old  cus- 
tom of  sending  Christmas 
Greetings  to  friends  and  dear 
ones.  No  finer  expression 
of  gratitude  for  blessings  re- 
ceived and  appreciation  of 
the  spirit  of  Peace  and  Good 
Will  could  be  found  than  in 
these  beautiful  Greeting 
Cards.  They  are  rich  in 
beauty  and  sentiment  and 
truly  symbolic  of  the  cheeri- 
ness  and  friendship  so  pre- 
valent at  the  Christmas  Sea- 
son. The  messages  express 
the  warmth  of  Christmas  joy. 
Please  remember,  all  these 
cards  come  in  rich  coloring. 
The  accompanying  cut  il- 
lustrates the  variety  of  de- 
signs. Sold  separately,  these 
cards  would  be  good  10c  and 
15c  items.  Note  our  price  for 
them  in  the  full  Assortment  in 
handsome  gift  box  with  full 
color  cover. 


ASSORTMENT  X-63.  Twenty-one  outstanding  folders.  Average  size  4V2x6  in.;  each  showing 
Christmas  Message  and  Bible  text.     Complete  with  envelopes,  in  handsome  box.    $1.00. 

ASSORTMENT  X-64.— Same,   but  without  Bible  text— $1.00. 

ASSORTMENT  X-61 — Average  size  4V2x6  in.;  each  a  first-class  10c  retail  value.  Each  card  car- 
ries Christmas  message  and  Bible  text.  Complete  with  envelopes,  in  handsome  gift  box.  Assort- 
ment of  12— 50c. 

ASSORTMENT  X-62— Same,  but  without  Bible  text— 50c. 

Sunday-school  classes,  B.  Y.  P.  D.'s,  Women's  Groups,  etc.,  can  raise  money  for  their  groups  and 
at  the  same  time  do  their  friends  a  favor  by  selling  these  assortments. 

Write  for  Samples  and  Quantity  Prices. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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The  Claysburg  church  was  erected  by  the  Mission  Board  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1926.  Bro.  C.  L.  Cox,  the  present  pastor, 
took  up  his  duties  in  September  of  that  same  year.  There  were  thirty-five 
charter  members.  The  congregation  has  shown  a  steady  growth,  now  num- 
bering 260.  Active  men's  and  women's  organizations  have  done  much  in 
equipping  the  church  and  parsonage  and  in  beautifying  the  grounds. 
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Around 
theWorld 


As   many   as   400  applications   are 

received  daily  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  from 
persons  volunteering  to  do  danger- 
ous work  in  war-ridden  lands.  One 
man  was  recently  sent  to  do  air-raid 
reclamation  work  in  London,  and 
another  to  drive  an  ambulance  on 
the  Burma  road. 

The  war-stricken  peoples  of  Great 
Britain  prefer  a  religious  motif  in 
their  music  and  entertainment.  In 
this  country  on  a  six-month  tour  for 
British  relief,  Gracie  Fields,  com- 
medienne  of  the  English  concert 
stage,  reports  that  "everyone,  every- 
where, seemed  to  want  to  hear  re- 
ligious songs  and  hymns." 

A  high  school  instructor,  Leo  R. 

Taylor,  finally  won  his  master's  de- 
gree from  the  University  of  Nebras- 
ka, although  he  never  attended  a 
regular  winter  session.  Since  grad- 
uating from  high  school  in  1924  he 
attended  16  summer  sessions,  spent 
four  winters  in  night  school  and  car- 
ried three  correspondence  courses. 

A  resolution  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment by  the  president  of  the 
Senate  of  a  ten-member  committee 
"to  study,  recommend  and  report 
terms  and  conditions  to  be  placed  in 
any  treaty  of  peace  which  results 
from  a  victory  by  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies  in  the  present  conflict"  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Senate  by 
Senator  Ernest  W.  McFarland  of 
Arizona.  The  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Music  in  England  has  moved  from 
the  cities  to  the  countryside  and  to 
industrial  centers.  The  national  or- 
chestras are  giving  concerts  in  in- 
dustrial areas.  Concerts  by  profes- 
sional artists  are  given  in  churches 
and  chapels.  Music  travelers  go  up 
and  down  the  land  taking  part  in  lo- 
cal festivals,  choirs  and  orchestras. 
Factory  concerts  are  given  at  mid- 
day and  midnight.  Men  and  women 
sing  and  play  in  the  ruins  of  bombed 
areas  and  in  shelters. 


as   the  will   of 


The  voice  from  the  continental  churches  in  Eu- 
rope is  becoming  smaller  and  thinner,  hardly  audible 
from  certain  countries  such  as  the  Balkans,  the  Baltic 
States,  former  Poland  and  Polish  Ukrainia.  The  si- 
lence of  some  churches  in  occupied  countries  is  per- 
haps more  alarming  than  loud  cries.  It  means  the 
silence  of  those  who  are  not  free  to  speak,  or  who  suf- 
fer too  cruelly  to  shout,  or  who  have  accepted  suf- 
fering as  the  present  form  of  a  Christian  life  and 
God. 


Through  channels  still  open  we  hear  in  Geneva  and  even  here  in 
America  enough  of  these  small  voices  from  suffering  brethren  to  know 
how  deeply  such  suffering  is  transforming  the  soul  of  Christian  church- 
es across  the  Atlantic.  It  drives  those  who  ignore  the  cross  still  farther 
away  from  God  than  they  were  already,  but  brings  the  others  who 
know  nearer  to  him  as  to  the  last  refuge  they  have  because  "from  God 
there  is  no  flight  except  towards  him." 

There  are  therefore  again  churches  under  the  cross,  smaller  but 
more  resolute  to  carry  the  cross  with  their  Master.  There  is  again  mar- 
tyrdom, a  new  heroism  of  faith,  a  church  in  the  catacombs.  There  is, 
under  oppression  and  growing  impoverishment,  an  unbroken  inner 
resistance  against  the  world,  consisting  sometimes  not  in  loud  protesta- 
tions but  simply  in  an  inner  resolute  and  lasting  NO! 

Such  faith  is  everywhere  tested  today,  especially  in  France,  Bel- 
gium, Spain,  Poland,  Finland,  where  Christian  parents  pray:  'Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread,"  and  see  the  faces  of  their  children  becom- 
ing paler  and  thinner.  Hunger  is  stalking  over  large  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent and  is  rapidly  becoming  not  alone  an  economic  difficulty  but  also 
a  problem  of  faith.  Humanitarian  and  religious  help  is  trying  to  save 
lives  so  far  as  is  humanly  possible.  The  Red  Cross  and  the  Friends 
still  find  ways  and  means  to  help.  The  European  Central  Bureau  for 
Interchurch  Aid  in  Geneva,  working  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  which  is  dealing  with  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  prisoners  of  war,  with  Bible  work  and  Christian  refugees,  represents, 
so  to  speak,  the  relief  arm  of  an  ecumenically-minded  Christianity. 
.  .  .  Grants  have  been  received  from  thirteen  countries.  The  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  and  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  are  sharing  in  efforts  to  prove  Christian  solidari- 
ty to  those  who  need  it.  .  .  .  The  director  of  the  Central  Bureau  for  In- 
terchurch Aid  is  in  America  to  raise  the  voice  from  the  churches  under 
the  cross,  to  awaken  a  wider  response  and  stimulate  solidarity.  .  .  . 
The  growing  needs  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  make  concerted  ac- 
tion necessary  on  this. — Adolph  Keller,  Director,  Central  Bureau  for 
Interchurch  Aid. 


Paul  F.  Rusch,  a  missionary  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
Japan  for  15  years,  refuses  to  take 
furlough  for  the  duration  of  the 
emergency.  "In  time  I  have  hopes 
of  seeing  America  understand 
Japan's  intentions.  Even  if  my 
Japanese  friends  should  abandon 
me,  I  will  not  return  to  America  but 
will  die  on  Japanese  soil." 

As  one  evidence  of  the  ongoing 
work  of  the  late  Sir  Wilfred  Gren- 
fell,  a  new  ship  recently  sailed  from 
Boston  to  Labrador  loaded  with  ma- 
terials to  be  used  in  the  mission  in 
that  country.  Among  the  cargo  were 
oil,  kerosene,  alfalfa,  burlap  for 
hooked  rugs  and  several  thorough- 
bred goats,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Carl 
Sandburg,  wife  of  the  poet.  Ninety 
per  cent  of  the  material  on  board 
was  donated  by  interested  persons. 


A  press  release  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  notes  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  direct  connection  be- 
tween nutrition  and  conservation. 
In  the  words  of  R.  M.  Evans,  AAA 
administrator,  "impoverished  soil 
cannot  produce  good  food.  Just  as 
surely  as  poor  soil  makes  poor  peo- 
ple, poor  soil  makes  poor  diets." 

At  its  recent  meeting  the  Meth- 
odist Youth  Fellowship  pledged  its 
members  to  help  keep  the  United 
States  out  of  war,  to  work  for  re- 
peal of  the  Selective  Service  Act 
and  to  support  movements  designed 
to  combat  anti-Semitism  and  racial 
prejudice;  and  voted  to  hold  a  peace 
demonstration  next  Armistice  Day 
and  to  dedicate  its  program  at  spe- 
cial watchnight  services  on  New 
Year's  Eve  in  the  43,000  Methodist 
churches  throughout  the  country. 
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So  the  World  May  Know 

When  we  light  a  candle  or  lamp — or  turn  a  con- 
necting switch — we  do  it  to  "give  light  unto  all  that 
are  in  the  house,"  so  they  will  know  where  things 
are  and  can  see  how  to  get  around. 

That  is  what  we  Christians  are  in  the  world  for, 
Jesus  said.  The  idea  is  that  people,  by  looking  at 
us  and  seeing  how  we  live,  may  know  what  the 
right  way  is.  We  are  a  light,  so  folks  can  see  how 
to  get  around.  We  are  a  source  of  knowledge  on 
the  problem  of  living. 

That  is  the  theory  of  it  and  a  beautiful  one  it  is, 
but  how  much  help  on  his  problem  does  the  way- 
farer actually  get?  Can  he  find  the  answers  to  his 
questions  in  what  we  have  done  with  them? 

It  is  to  this  end  that  Jesus  prayed  on  his  way  out 
from  the  upper  room  to  the  garden.  There  was 
nothing  he  wanted  more  than  that  the  world 
should  know  that  God  loved  all  men  and  that  he 
himself  had  brought  from  God  the  way  to  make  all 
men  happy.  All  men  would  know  this,  if  only  his 
followers  could  be  kept  true  to  him. 

That  was  his  plea  in  the  sermon  at  the  beginning 
of  his  ministry.  That  was  his  prayer  on  that  last 
night  before  his  death.  What  a  responsibility  that 
puts  on  you  and  me!  E.  F. 

Her  Last  Smoke 

Perhaps  you  have  seen  the  attractive  young 
woman  on  the  billboard,  cigarette  in  hand,  and 
just  at  the  point  of  taking  a  puff.  Glancing  at  such 
a  picture,  one  gains  the  impression  that  smoking 
is  an  activity  calculated  to  make  one  happy  and 
wise. 

Perhaps  such  was  the  thought  of  a  certain  young 
mother.  A  neighbor  calling  had  found  her  rest- 
ing and  sleeping  in  an  overstuffed  chair.  We 
gather  by  implication  and  reconstruction  that  she 
was  smoking,  dozing  off  at  times  into  the  lotuslike 
atmosphere  of  nicotine. 

Later  in  the  day,  or  when  the  young  mother's 


husband  and  daughter  returned  from  a  rodeo, 
they  found  smoke  pouring  from  their  home.  The 
overstuffed  chair  was  still  smoldering  and  the 
mother  burned  to  death.  "She  apparently  fell 
asleep  while  smoking  a  cigarette."  h.  a.  b. 

Changing  and  Enduring 

Wise  man  is  he,  or  woman,  she,  who  can  discern 
correctly  between  what  can  be  changed  for  the 
better  and  what  must  be  endured.  Not  to  seek  all 
possible  improvement  is  criminal  neglect.  He  that 
knoweth  to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not — do  you 
know  what  the  Bible  says  about  him?  Not  to 
accept  graciously  unpleasant  facts  that  cannot  be 
changed  and  therefore  must  be  lived  with,  is  to 
multiply  both  personal  wretchedness  and  unfitness 
for  service. 

It  is  the  temptation  of  age  to  grow  cynical  about 
the  hope  of  a  better  day.  All  things  continue  as 
they  were  and  there  is  no  use  trying  to  make  them 
different — is  the  easy  conclusion  years  tend  to 
settle  into.  Impatient  and  unreasonable  expecta- 
tion of  improved  conditions  is  the  characteristic 
weakness  of  ambitious  youth.  The  two  groups 
greatly  need  their  mutual  influence,  sobering  in 
one  case  and  stimulating  in  the  other.  Increasing 
fellowship  between  them  will  help  to  produce  the 
wise  man  or  woman  noted  in  the  first  sentence. 

How  we  do  need  him,  or  her,  right  now!  We 
need  his  energy  and  determination  to  attack  and 
change  things  when  and  where  they  are  ripe  for 
change.  We  need  his  poise  and  tranquility  of 
spirit  to  endure  and  wait  and  trust,  when  con- 
ditions demand  this,  but  alert  and  eager  to  march 
at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Above  all,  we  need 
his  wisdom  to  guide  us  into  seeing  clearly  what 
should  be  changed  and  what  must  be  left  and 
lived  with.  But  how,  the  matter  is  so  urgent  that 
the  question  bears  repeating,  how  shall  the  church 
provide  such  wise  and  able  leadership? 

First  of  all,  by  asking  God,  who  gives  wisdom 
liberally    and   without    upbraiding,    but   only   to 
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minds  hungry  for  it.  Then,  as  noted  above,  we 
can  foster  interchange  of  thinking  and  aspiration 
between  the  age  groups.  We  must  guard  against 
any  tendency  to  let  them  grow  apart  from  each 
other.  They  have  things  they  want  to  talk  about 
by  themselves,  which  is  right  enough,  but  there  are 
also  things  they  should  talk  about  together.  They 
can  do  this  and  like  it.  There  is  perhaps  no  device 
that  will  contribute  more  to  tempering  the  rash- 
ness of  inconsiderate  zeal  and  goading  into  action 
the  complacency  of  laziness. 

Action  and  patience  are  two  very  useful  words, 
if  the  ideas  they  stand  for  are  taken  seriously. 
They  need  each  other  constantly.  Action,  vigorous 
action,  when  wise  action  is  possible,  balanced  by 
patience,  trustful  and  unfailing  patience  in  all 
conditions — this  is  the  combination  that  makes  the 
man,  or  woman,  whom  we  seek.  e.  f. 

Do  You  Want  a  New  Cook  Book? 

For  more  than  a  generation  the  Inglenook  Cook 
Book  has  been  the  chief  reliance  of  the  cooks  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Many  can  still  re- 
member how  thousands  of  recipes  were  gathered 
from  the  four  corners  of  the  brotherhood,  and 
from  these  the  best  selected  to  make  the  Ingle- 
nook  Cook  Book.  Hundreds  of  our  good  mothers 
and  grandmothers  have  their  names  to  recipes 
which  tell  how  delicious  and  wholesome  foods 
were  prepared  in  their  kitchens. 

Thus  the  Inglenook  Cook  Book  served  to  codify 
the  Pennsylvania  traditions  and  practice  in  what 
was  good  to  eat.  The  book  presented  the  tech- 
niques for  making  the  most  and  the  best  of  what 
could  be  supplied  from  the  farm.  Whether  it 
was  an  apple  or  a  chicken  there  were  ways,  ways 
and  a  way  to  fix  what  the  good  housewife  had  at 
hand  so  it  would  be  economical  to  eat  as  well  as 
tasty  to  the  palate  and  nourishing  to  the  body. 

If  it  can  be  said  that  an  army  moves  forward 
on  its  stomach,  then  how  important  the  cook  book 
used  by  a  people!  Here  is  the  key  as  to  whether 
or  not  they  are  getting  their  vitamins.  The  health, 
sanity  and  faith  of  a  nation  are  dependent  upon  the 
kind  and  quality  of  food  they  eat.  Flying  around 
the  coasts. of  a  continent,  one  observer  noted  that 
man,  as  a  plant,  is  determined  by  the  food  re- 
sources of  his  land. 

That  the  Inglenook  Cook  Book  has  ministered 
to  Brethren  peoples  and  their  friends  is  evidenced 
by  its  long  and  continued  popularity.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  copies  have  been  sold  and  the  cook 
book  is  still  a  Brethren  best  seller.  But  there  are 
those  who  think  we  should  have  another  cook 
book,  a  kind  of  new  Inglenook  Cook  Book  which 
would  contain  recipes  answering  to  the  needs  of 


people  as  they  eat  and  live  in  our  world  today. 

The  point  is  made  that  more  and  more  of  our 
people  are  living  in  cities  where  they  do  not  have 
at  first  hand  such  stock  of  meats,  eggs,  vegetables, 
fruits  and  dairy  products  as  can  be  had  on  a  farm. 
And  further,  life  on  the  farm  is  not  what  it  used 
to  be.  Machinery  in  the  field  and  home  has  light- 
ened toil  and  made  less  necessary  some  of  the 
heavier  foods.  For  one  reason  or  another  eating 
habits  and  food  requirements  have  changed  in 
both  the  town  and  country. 

It  is  not  that  there  is  any  less  need  for  whole- 
some foods.  With  many  taking  somewhat  less 
exercise,  the  problem  of  balance  in  diet  is  inten- 
sified. Appetites  can  become  jaded,  even  depraved. 
How,  then,  are  the  daughters  and  granddaughters 
of  the  women  who  made  the  Inglenook  Cook  Book 
meeting  the  resulting  problems  in  their  kitchens 
of  today?  Are  they  adjusting  time-honored  rec- 
ipes to  the  requirements  of  the  times?  In  many 
a  Brethren  kitchen  some  good  cook  must  be  ex- 
perimenting to  find  what  is  best  in  foods  and  their 
preparation.  Then  why  not  collect  the  proven 
recipes  of  this  sort  and  bring  out  a  Granddaugh- 
ter's Inglenook  Cook  Book? 

If  you  think  the  editorial  columns  of  a  church 
paper  a  strange  place  to  comment  on  the  cook 
book  situation,  just  consider  the  importance  of 
something  to  eat.  Foods  were  created  before  man, 
even  as  man  came  before  the  Sabbath.  Rain  falls 
on  the  unjust  as  well  as  the  just  in  order  that  there 
may  be  food  for  all.  Though  one  has  coveted  the 
opportunity  to  write  the  songs  of  a  people,  it  is 
quite  as  important  to  write  the  recipes  that  men 
live  by.  Perhaps  you  have  a  conviction  or  sug- 
gestion about  the  cook  book  situation.  Let  us  have 
your  comment  by  post  card  or  letter.         h.  a.  b. 

Concerning  Inflation 

"It  was  a  horrible  anti-climax,"  the  news  com- 
mentator reported  one  prominent  man  as  saying. 
We  do  not  think  very  highly  of  his  adjective,  but 
the  announcement  did  seem  like  quite  a  letdown 
after  all  the  trumpeting  that  had  gone  before  it. 

There  was,  no  doubt,  much  more  to  the  trans- 
action than  was  permitted  to  appear  upon  the 
surface.  Even  so,  why  all  the  antecedent  fanfare? 
Agreeable  surprise  is  better  psychology  than  pav- 
ing the  way  for  disappointment  and  suspicion. 
Good  work  done  quietly,  unannounced  before- 
hand, yields  more  satisfactory  dividends  than 
great  expectations  artificially  inflated. 

It  is  not  in  the  political  field  alone  that  this 
principle  holds  good.  Churchmen  as  well  as 
statesmen  will  find  it  worthy  of  their  regard. 

E.  F. 
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ELDER  HENRY  C.  EARLY  -An  Appreciation 


BY  JOHN  S.   FLORY 


Monday,  September  1,  1941,  the  Bridge  water 
community  was  shocked  to  learn  that  its  most  dis- 
tinguished citizen  had  passed  away.  Elder  H.  G. 
Early  died  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital, 
Harrisonburg,  at  10:30  A.  M.,  where  he  had  been 
taken  three  days  before.  His  removal  occurring 
just  when  the  Regional  Conference  at  Bridgewater 
was  at  the  height  of  its  interest,  his  sudden  change 
for  the  worst  was  not  gen- 
erally known  until  his  death 
was  announced.  The  imme- 
diate cause  of  his  death  was 
uremic  poisoning,  which,  aft- 
er becoming  acute,  baffled  all 
the  skill  of  his  physicians. 
His  age  was  86  years,  3 
months  and   19   days. 

Brother  Early's  health  had 
gradually  declined  during 
the  summer  months.  Since 
the  complete  loss  of  his  eye- 
sight and  the  greater  diffi- 
culty of  his  going  about,  he 
went  but  little  from  home, 
although  he  was  up  and 
about  the  house  most  of  the 
time  till  his  removal  to  the 
hospital.  He  last  attended 
services  at  the  church  in 
early  spring. 

To  the  time  of  his  acute  attack  his  mind  was 
perfectly  clear,  his  disposition  cheerful,  and  he 
enjoyed  conversing  with  his  friends.  His  passing 
has  removed  from  our  midst  a  beautiful  person- 
ality and  an  outstanding  leader.  Largely  a  self- 
made  man,  he  reached  an  eminence  in  the  leader- 
ship of  the  church  not  surpassed  and  scarcely 
equalled  in  his  generation. 

His  career  was  a  steady  advance  in  usefulness, 
power,  and  influence  until  he  reached  the  middle 
sixties  of  his  life.  Then  suddenly  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  series  of  sudden  bereavements  that  al- 
most overwhelmed  him,  and  from  which  he  never 
entirely  recovered.  In  rapid  succession  two  of  his 
daughters,  both  married,  were  removed  by  death 
— Fleta,  July  17,  1919,  and  Grace  a  week  later,  the 
latter  leaving  a  family  of  small  children.  Then,  to 
top  all,  in  January,  1922,  his  wife  Mary,  with  whom 
he  had  lived  happily  for  forty-six  years,  after  a 
lingering  illness,  also  passed  away.  Naturally  he 
felt  like  moving  away  from  the  scenes  of  these 
grievous  experiences. 


In  the  fall  of  1922  he  married  Emma  Martin  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  for  many  years  a  friend 
of  the  family,  and  moved  to  Flora,  Indiana,  where 
he  took  up  the  pastorate  of  the  church.  After  two 
years  of  service,  with  failing  eyesight,  he  retired 
at  Muncie,  Indiana,  where  they  lived  for  some 
years.  Later  they  moved  to  Dayton,  Virginia,  and 
a  few  years  ago  to  Bridgewater. 

During  his  declining  years, 
his  wife  Emma  took  the  best 
of  care  of  her  distinguished 
husband.  His  active  mind 
she  kept  informed  about  the 
ongoings  in  the  church  and 
the  world.  In  their  hospit- 
able home  callers  were  fre- 
quent, and  there  conversa- 
tion was  always  interesting 
and  important.  But  all  this 
was  brought  to  a  sudden  end 
by  the  call  of  the  death  angel 
on  September  1. 

The  funeral  was  held  at 
Mill  Creek,  and  interment 
was  in  the  adjoining  ceme- 
tery. Characteristically,  he 
had  arranged  all  the  details 
for  his  funeral,  to  naming  the 
active  and  honorary  pall- 
bearers. In  years  past  he  had 
spoken  to  three  of  his  friends  and  asked  each  to 
take  part  in  his  funeral  service.  These  were  Paul 
H.  Bowman,  John  S.  Flory,  and  I.  S.  Long.  In  ad- 
dition, Brother  C.  D.  Bonsack  came  from  Elgin  to 
represent  the  Publishing  House,  the  Mission  Board, 
and  other  church  interests  in  which  Brother  Early 
had  been  so  long  and  so  deeply  interested.  Dr. 
Bowman  brought  the  message  from  2  Timothy 
4:6-8.  The  others  spoke  briefly. 
Formative  Influences 
Henry  Clay  Early  grew  up  in  a  good,  rather  typ- 
ical Dunker  home,  on  a  Shenandoah  Valley  farm, 
in  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  His  father,  Noah 
Early,  was  of  German  ancestry.  His  mother, 
Sarah  Kidd,  was  English.  They  were  thrifty,  ear- 
nest, hard-working  people,  who  ordered  their  lives 
after  a  strict,  well-regulated  pattern.  Henry  was 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  nine  children — four  sons 
and  five  daughters.  He  early  learned  to  take  his 
share  of  the  chores  about  the  house  and  later  of 
the  work  on  the  farm.  He  was  taught  to  do  each 
task  well,  and  to  finish  whatever  he  undertook. 
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The  teaching  and  practice  in  his  father's  home 
inculcated  in  his  early  life  a  respect  for  truth, 
honor,  integrity,  and  a  reverence  for  things  sacred. 
It  was  a  well-regulated  home,  and  left  its  distinc- 
tive impress  on  the  boy's  life.  He  regarded  these 
early  influences  as  laying  the  very  foundation  of 
his  life  and  character.  He  was  baptized  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one. 

His  formal  schooling  was  definitely  limited.  But 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  live  near  a  private  nor- 
mal school,  whose  facilities  he  enjoyed  for  two 
brief  summer  terms.  This  school  was  located  at 
Bridgewater,  and  was  founded  and  conducted  by 
Professor  Alcide  Reichenbaugh,  a  thorough  Ger- 
man scholar  and  a  gifted  teacher.  Brother  Early's 
brief  sojourn  in  this  school  proved  a  rich  feast  for 
his  hungry  mind  and  provided  him  with  the  tools 
for  self-study. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  significance  of 
these  two  summers  with  Professor  Reichenbaugh. 
The  student  was  stimulated  and  inspired,  as  well 
as  instructed.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  was  deep- 
ened and  its  scope  broadened.  Its  appeal  was  in- 
tensified, and  the  instruments  for  its  perpetuation 
were  found.  Brother  Early  became  distinguished 
for  his  mentality.  His  mind  was  not  only  keen, 
incisive,  and  brilliant,  but  it  was  also  profound. 
His  mental  perceptions  were  clear — ideas  arranged 
themselves  in  his  mind  in  their  logical  relations. 
He  developed  the  rare  faculty  of  leading  an  audi- 
ence with  him  in  a  series  of  arguments,  demon- 
strations, and  deductions  that  led  up  to  a  conclu- 
sion with  such  convincing  finiteness  that  there 
seemed  no  possibility  of  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  reached.  And  this  often  in  dealing  with  such 
abstract  and  abstruse  subject-matter  as  that  deal- 
ing with  the  incarnation,  the  second  birth,  or  the 
plan  of  redemption.  His  mental  grasp  of  a  sub- 
ject and  the  power  of  his  logic  in  dealing  with  it 
were  marvelous.  One  cannot  escape  feeling  that 
here  is  an  instance  of  the  touch  of  a  master's  hand 
upon  responsive  clay  that  kindles  it  into  life  and 
implements  it  with  the  tools  of  self-mastery. 

Home  and  Family 

Henry  C.  Early  and  Mary  Showalter  were  mar- 
ried in  May,  1876,  just  at  the  turn  of  his  twenty- 
first  year.  They  settled  on  a  farm,  and  with  sev- 
eral removals,  they  continued  to  farm  for  twenty- 
five  years.  During  these  years  their  eleven  chil- 
dren were  born,  five  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of 
the  other  six,  five  were  daughters,  all  of  whom 
married  and  had  families  of  their  own,  and  all  of 
whom  became  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  The  only  son  never  married.  The  sur- 
viving children  are  Mrs.  S.  C.  Miller,  Bridgewater, 
Virginia;  Mrs.  B.  W.  Bontz,  McGaheysville,  Vir- 


ginia; Mrs.  Clyde  Filley,  Washington,  D.  C;  and 
Noah  Early,  Lima,  Ohio. 

The  removals  during  these  years  of  farm  life 
enabled  Brother  Early  to  share  his  ministerial  la- 
bors with  several  congregations.  Elected  to  the 
ministry  in  the  Barren  Ridge  congregation  in 
1880,  he  served  there  three  years.  After  1883  they 
lived  four  years  in  the  Middle  River  congregation. 
In  1887  they  located  for  two  years  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  congregation.  Then  in  1889  they  moved  in- 
to the  Mill  Creek  congregation,  where  they  lived 
for  thirty-three  years,  to  the  death  of  Sister  Early 
in  1922.  In  all  these  fields,  Brother  Early  was  act- 
ive in  the  work  of  the  church,  and  was  growing  in 
influence  and  power  with  the  passing  of  years.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  full  ministry  at  Mill  Creek  in 
1898.  During  about  the  last  twenty  years  at  Mill 
Creek  he  was  elder  in  charge  of  the  congregation. 

During  the  quarter  of  a  century  of  farm  life, 
Brother  Early  demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  prac- 
tical farm  owner  and  manager.  In  general,  his 
procedure  was  to  purchase  a  farm,  sometimes  in  a 
somewhat  run-down  condition,  live  on  it  and  fix  it 
up — improve  the  land  by  good  farming,  repair  the 
buildings,  fences  and  so  forth,  and  in  a  few  years 
sell  it  at  a  good  profit.  He  was  a  good  judge  of 
land,  and  he  knew  how  to  handle  the  different 
kinds  of  soil.  By  such  means  he  prospered  in  a 
material  way,  and  all  the  while  his  hands  were 
becoming  fuller  and  fuller  of  church  work.  He 
was  greatly  in  demand  as  an  evangelist,  and  gave 
much  of  his  time  to  holding  meetings.  He  was  a 
leader  in  his  home  district,  and  was  growing  prom- 
inent in  the  work  of  Annual  Conference,  and  had 
recently  been  appointed  to  membership  on  the 
General  Mission  Board.  So  about  the  beginning 
of  the  new  century  he  decided  to  give  up  farming. 
He  established  himself  and  family  in  a  good  new- 
house  at  a  beautiful  location  a  mile  from  the  Mill 
Creek  church,  and  prepared  to  give  practically  all 
his  time  to  the  work  of  the  church.  Now  began  a 
career  of  church  leadership  that  has  few  equals 
in  the  history  of  the  Brethren. 

Our  Foreign  Mission  Work 
If  one  phase  of  the  church's  work  appealed  to 
Brother  Early  more  strongly  than  others,  it  was 
her  foreign  mission  enterprise.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  General  Mission  Board  from  1901  to  1924, 
and  after  1910  its  chairman.  These  years  show 
remarkable  expansion  in  our  foreign  work.  In 
1894  our  first  three  missionaries  had  started  the 
work  in  India.  In  1908  China  was  entered,  and  in 
1920  Africa.  In  1894  the  total  sum  contributed  ta 
the  mission  work  of  the  church  was  $260.88.  In 
1924  the  Board  spent  in  all  for  missions  more  than 
$375,000,  and  the  number  of  missionaries  to  all  the 
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fields  had  grown  to  129.  Increased  numbers  of  ad- 
ditions to  the  church  were  reported  each  year.  Al- 
so the  Board  had  some  years  before  started  to  raise 
an  endowment  fund  for  missions,  the  interest  of 
which  should  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
work.  Brother  Early  had  been  an  active  solicitor 
for  this  fund,  which  was  reported  in  1921  to  be 
$1,356,559.81. 

It  should  not  be  assumed,  of  course,  that  this 
phenomenal  development  was  due  to  one  person  or 
one  cause.  Many  things  entered  into  it.  The  time 
was  ripe  for  expansion.  Flush  times  had  followed 
the  World  War,  money  was  plentiful,  and  liberal 
spending  had  become  the  habit.  Undoubtedly  a 
sense  of  responsibility  for  others  was  also  growing 
in  the  church.  Moreover,  the  spirit  of  extreme 
sacrifice  that  had  enveloped  the  earliest  volunteers 
to  the  field  had  by  this  time  acquired  a  tinge  of 
romance.  The  worst  hardships  and  dangers  of  the 
earlier  days  were  to  some  extent  overcome.  The 
missionary  enterprise  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world  challenged  the  spirit  of  adventurous  serv- 
ice in  the  young  people  of  the  church,  and  this 
feeling  was  fostered  by  the  increasing  recognition 
and  encouragement  given  them  at  home.  So,  an 
awakened  spirit,  recognized  and  cultivated  by  a 
wise  Board,  headed  by  an  aggressive  leader,  was 
inaugurating  a  new  age  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

At  three  different  times  Brother  Early  was  ap- 
pointed by  Conference  to  visit  mission  fields 
abroad,  to  which  his  life  and  work  were  making 
such  a  rich  contribution.  The  first  was  in  1907, 
when  he  was  asked  to  visit  the  churches  in  Den- 
mark and  Sweden.  He  declined,  feeling  that  his 
services  would  not  be  worth  the  cost  of  time  and 
money.  This  request  was  renewed  in  1909,  and 
again  was  declined.  In  1913  the  Conference  ap- 
pointed H.  C.  Early  and  Galen  B.  Royer,  president 
and  secretary  respectively  of  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  to  visit  our  missions  in  China  and  In- 
dia and  make  a  firsthand  study  of  our  foreign 
work.  They  sailed  from  Seattle,  spent  several 
months  in  China,  visiting  all  the  stations  and  mis- 
sionaries, and  studied  not  only  our  own  work  but 
also  that  of  other  missions.  Then,  going  on  to  In- 
dia, they  made  a  similar  study  there.  Continuing 
westward  by  way  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  the  Med- 
iterranean, they  landed  at  New  York,  having  cir- 
cumnavigated the  globe,  visited  eight  countries  on 
a  seven  months'  tour.  They  brought  back  to  the 
church  a  report  of  the  most  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive study  of  our  foreign  missions  that  had 
been  made  up  to  that  time. 

Shaping  Church  Polity 
Probably  Brother  Early's  greatest  contribution 
to  the  church,  however,  was  in  giving  direction  to 


the  church  and  shaping  its  policies  in  the  time  of 
its  readjustment  and  change.  Certainly  no  one 
equalled  him  in  influence  or  ability  in  this  field. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  a  member,  and 
usually  the  chairman,  of  every  important  Confer- 
ence committee  to  consider  matters  of  church  pol- 
ity, readjustment  and  organization.  Here  are 
some  of  the  more  important  of  these:  the  School 
Committee,  report  adopted  in  1908,  which  created 
the  General  Education  Board,  through  whose  in- 
fluence our  Brethren  colleges  were  first  brought 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  churches;  the  Dress 
Committee,  report  adopted  in  1911,  which  decision 
has  gone  far  toward  unifying  the  church;  the 
Ministerial  Committee,  report  adopted  in  1917, 
which  created  the  District  Ministerial  Boards  and 
opened  the  way  for  young  men  desiring  the  min- 
istry to  apply  for  ordination  without  embarrass- 
ment; reorganization  of  Standing  Committee,  re- 
port adopted  in  1924,  which  provided  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Conference  clerk  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
the  election  of  the  Moderator  of  the  Conference 
one  year  previous  to  his  service,  and  for  his  Con- 
ference sermon;  and  the  Church  Certificate  Com- 
mittee, report  adopted  in  1926.  Brother  Early  pre- 
pared the  fundamental  draft  for  the  report  of  all 
these  committees,  all  of  which  were  adopted  with 
but  slight  changes.  The  adoption  of  these  meas- 
ures by  Conference  has  left  the  church  with  a 
largely  new  organization,  and  any  changes  made 
in  the  last  fifteen  years  have  been  only  in  the  way 
of  slight  modifications. 

In  various  other  ways  Brother  Early  has  been 
an  outstanding  church  leader.  During  his  active 
ministry  he  dedicated  nearly  fifty  churches  in  Vir- 
ginia and  surrounding  states;  performed  many 
marriages,  preached  many  funerals,  officiated  at 
many  love  feasts;  was  elected  twelve  times  to  rep- 
resent his  district  on  Standing  Committee  at  An- 
nual Conference;  twice  he  served  as  Reading  Clerk 
of  Conference,  and  eight  times  as  Moderator.  For 
forty  years  he  was  one  of  the  leading  evangelists 
of  the  church;  many  years  a  contributor  to  our 
church  papers;  and  for  some  years  corresponding 
editor  of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

A  full,  active,  strong  life  was  his.  A  natural 
leader  of  men,  he  understood  the  laws  of  human 
behavior.  Forward-looking  he  was,  yet  never  un- 
mindful of  the  past.  Always  at  the  head  of  the 
procession,  yet  never  breaking  step  with  the 
crowd.  If  he  saw  more  clearly  than  others,  his 
knowledge  was  tempered  with  patience.  He  was 
alert  to  the  significance  of  social  trends  and  knew 
how  to  avert  threatened  dangers.  He  was  shrewd 
but  sincere.  He  could  be  diplomatic  but  honest. 
He  placed  the  general  welfare  above  personal  in- 
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terest.  As  a  result,  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
differing  groups  who  radically  disagreed  with  one 
another.  He  would  not  play  a  part,  and  pretend 
what  was  not.  The  philosophy  of  Polonius  in  the 
play  he  made  his  own:  "To  thine  own  self  be  true, 
and  it  must  follow  as  the  night  the  day,  thou  canst 
not  then  be  false  to  any  man."  He  loved  his  fam- 
ily; he  loved  his  friends.  He  loved  his  God,  and 
was  humble  before  him.  His  was  a  high  soul, 
that  touched  life  helpfully,  and  spent  itself  for  the 
common  good. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Guidance  for  Youth 

BY  H.  A.  HUMPHREYS 
III.  School,  Church,  and  Home  Guidance  Responsibilities 

"Where  no  counsel  is,  the  people  fall"  (Prov.  11: 

14). 

The  decline  of  the  home  and  the  church,  due  to 
the  evolution  of  society  based  primarily  on  the 
economical  and  political  changes,  has  forced  the 
school  to  accept  certain  obligations  formerly  as- 
sumed by  the  home  and  the  church. 

The  character  of  secondary  education  at  any 
time  in  any  society  must  conform  to  the  dominant 
ideals  and  to  the  form  of  social  organization  of 
that  society.  The  dynamic  character  of  the  social 
process  requires  the  constant  readjustment  of  sec- 
ondary education  to  the  changing  demands  of  so- 
ciety. 

In  1892  the  National  Education  Association  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  study  the  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  secondary  education.  That  committee 
(the  Committee  of  Ten  on  Secondary  School 
Studies)  rendered  a  report  in  1893  which  prac- 
tically dominated  American  high  school  educa- 
tion for  more  than  a  decade.  Of  particular  inter- 
est is  that  portion  of  the  report  which  reads:  "In 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  several  subjects 
now  reserved  for  high  school,  .  .  .  should  be  be- 
gun .  .  .  earlier  than  now,  and  therefore  within 
the  schools  classified  as  elementary;  or  as  an  alter- 
native the  secondary  school  period  should  be  made 
to  begin  earlier  than  at  present,  leaving  six  years 
.  .  .  for  the  elementary  school  period." 

There  soon  followed  an  organization  of  the  pub- 
lic school,  in  many  places,  on  what  is  called  the 
6-3-3  plan,  that  is,  a  six-year  elementary  school,  a 
three-year  junior  high  school,  and  a  three-year 
senior  high  school.  In  the  six-year  elementary 
school  period  is  offered  integrating  work  which  ev- 
ery individual  needs  to  become  an  enlightened 
self-supporting  citizen.  In  the  junior  high  school 
period  guidance  attempts  to  help  the  pupil  to  ex- 
plore his  own  aptitudes  and  to  make  at  least  pro- 


visional choice  of  the  kinds  of  work  to  which  he 
will  devote  himself.  The  program  of  guidance  in 
the  senior  high  school  is  one  in  which  his  talents 
can  best  be  used  by  specializing  immediately  or 
by  postponing  specialization  depending  upon  his 
innate  capacity  and  effort. 

In  the  four-year  high  school,  guidance  which  is 
peculiar  to  the  junior  high  school  may  be  started 
in  the  last  grade  of  the  elementary  system.  If  de- 
partmentalized work  is  done  in  that  grade  the 
plan  is  facilitated.  Junior  high  school  guidance 
may  extend  in  this  case  to  the  middle  of  the 
sophomore  year.  Two  and  one-half  years  would 
thus  be  turned  over  to  junior  high  school  guidance, 
leaving  two  and  one-half  years  for  senior  high 
school  guidance.  This  plan  works  nicely  in  the 
larger  high  schools. 

The  small  rural  four-year  high  schools  should 
be  consolidated  into  one  large  school.  If  this  is 
impractical  they  should  combine  their  efforts  and 
instead  of  offering  only  a  narrow  college  bound 
course,  each  school  should  offer  also  a  specialized 
curriculum  differing  from  that  of  the  other 
schools  of  the  county.  Thus,  if  a  system  has  with- 
in it  six  small  high  schools  there  will  be  also  six 
specialized  curriculums  in  addition  to  the  college 
preparatory  curriculum.  Any  pupil  desiring  to 
take  a  particular  curriculum  may  pursue  his 
studies  in  that  school  where  that  curriculum  is  of- 
fered. With  a  guidance  program  operating 
throughout  the  county  under  the  direction  of  a 
county  counselor  and  his  subcounselors — the  prin- 
cipals of  the  various  schools — it  is  thought  that  the 
same  general  plan  as  that  suggested  for  the  larger 
four-year  high  school  will  function  rather  effi- 
ciently here  also. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  guidance  should 
obtain  in  each  of  the  major  fields  of  life  activities. 
Now,  whenever  any  other  social  institution  fails 
to  provide  forms  of  education  socially  desirable, 
the  public  school  should  assume  responsibility  for 
those  forms  of  education  as  far  as  possible.  Con- 
versely, whenever  other  social  agencies  adequate- 
ly provide  for  forms  of  education  socially  desir- 
able, the  public  school  should  not  attempt  to  as- 
sume responsibility  for  them. 

Some  phases  of  guidance  should  never  be  con- 
ceded entirely  to  the  public  school.  Certainly 
guidance  permeates  the  very  fabric  of  public  edu- 
cation in  all  the  major  fields  of  life,  but  there  are 
activities  so  intimately  associated  with  religion 
that  the  church  loses  much  of  its  strength  and  po- 
sition if  it  does  not  exercise  itself,  and  thus  hold 
its  influence  over  youth  by  itself  providing  for 
them  activities  and  guidance  which  within  them- 
selves are  satisfying. 
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In  many  communities  one  finds  the  church  ex- 
ercising almost  no  control  over  the  lives  of  its 
people.  Too  frequently  the  doors  of  the  church 
are  never  open  save  for  a  short  time  on  Sunday, 
and,  it  may  be,  for  an  hour  or  so  during  a  mid- 
week prayer  service.  The  rest  of  the  time  our 
people  are  left  to  utilize  their  ever-increasing 
leisure  hours  with  automobiles,  parties,  dances, 
week-end  affairs,  and  movies.  What's  wrong? 
Certainly  the  church  and  the  home  need  to  meet 
the  present-day  situation.  We  need  an  active  and 
appealing  guidance  program  that  will  revive  the 
church  and  the  home,  strengthen  the  individual 
where  he  is  already  strongest,  and  help  him  to 
visualize  himself  in  that  place  in  life  where  he  can 
function  to  the  highest  degree  of  success  and  hap- 
piness possible  for  him  to  attain. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  a  program  must  involve 
the  co-operative  effort  of  the  church,  the  home, 
and  the  school,  as  well  as  other  co-ordinating  in- 
stitutions. Just  what  it  is  believed  such  a  pro- 
gram should  be  is  suggested  in  a  later  issue  of  the 
Messenger  under  the  title,  Reviving  the  Home 
and  the  Church. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


Our  Religion  and  Philosophy 

BY   GRANT   MAHAN 

Each  one  of  us  must  have  some  sort  of  a  phi- 
losophy of  life,  even  though  we  differ  one  from  an- 
other in  our  views  of  life.  Perhaps  most  of  the 
philosophies  may  be  grouped  under  three  heads  or 
kinds:  (a)  the  Epicurean,  (b)  the  Stoic,  and  (c) 
the  Christian. 

The  Epicurean  philosophy  was  founded  by  Epi- 
curus about  the  close  of  the  fourth  century  B.  C, 
in  his  school  at  Athens.  His  system  was  founded 
upon  the  doctrine  that  human  sensation  is  the 
supreme  test  of  truth.  After  his  death  a  Roman, 
T.  Lucretius,  became  leader.  It  has  been  said  that 
"the  kernel  of  Epicurean  teaching  is  that  man's 
highest  aim  is  the  attainment  of  pleasure;  the 
highest  of  pleasures  a  peaceful  and  happy  mind." 

Epicure  and  Epicurean  are  words  which  have 
come  to  mean  something  more  and  something  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  in  the  mind  of  Epicurus. 
At  times  it  has  been  given  the  meaning  of  one 
who  sought  merely  pleasure,  including  indulgences 
in  the  satisfying  of  bodily  and  mental  desires 
which  are  not  such  as  give  any  Christian  pleasure. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Epicurus  lived  be- 
fore Christ  came  and  gave  to  the  world  his  wonder- 
ful teaching,  and  so  cannot  be  judged  by  a  law 
of  which  he  knew  nothing.  But  neither  are  pro- 
fessed Christians,  who  sometimes  live  as  did  some 


of  the  Epicureans  who  did  not  follow  the  highest 
aim  of  that  philosopher,  "the  highest  of  pleasures 
a  peaceful  and  happy  mind." 

Stoicism  was  founded  at  Athens,  and  at  about 
the  same  time,  or  near  the  close  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury B.  C,  or  a  little  later.  Zeno  of  Citium  was  the 
founder.  Cato,  Seneca  the  tutor  of  Nero,  and  an- 
other emperor,  Marcus  Aurelius,  were  of  this 
school.  "The  end  and  object  for  the  Stoic  was  to 
teach  virtue  as  the  art  of  right  living.  .  .  .  The 
fundamental  virtues  of  the  stoics  were  strength 
of  will  and  resignation  based  on  rational  insight. 
In  accordance  with  this  teaching  the  wise  man 
would  recognize  the  necessity  of  all  events  and 
would  welcome  whatever  took  place  as  a  part  of 
the  divine  order  of  the  universe.  Pleasure  was 
rather  an  evil  than  a  good.  Suicide  was  permis- 
sible." 

So  the  Stoic  stood  on  a  higher  plane  than  did  the 
Epicurean.  In  fact,  two  of  those  mentioned  have 
been  classed  as  seekers  after  God — Seneca  and 
Marcus  Aurelius.  Yet  Seneca  was  tutor  of  prob- 
ably the  worst  emperor  Rome  ever  had,  and  Mar- 
cus Aurelius,  one  of  the  best  of  the  emperors,  per- 
secuted the  Christians  for  what  he  called  their  ob- 
stinancy  when  they  refused  to  deny  Christ  and 
worship  the  emperor  or  some  other  of  the  Roman 
gods.  He  was  ordinarily  a  just  man,  but  had  been 
misinformed  as  to  the  character  of  the  Christians 
and  the  true  meaning  of  Christianity. 

The  philosophers  as  a  class,  even  including  the 
modern  ones,  have  not  understood  or  accepted 
the  teachings  of  Christ.  And  yet  his  religion  is  the 
true  philosophy  of  life,  and  points  out  the  only 
true  way  through  this  life  to  the  better  life  here- 
after, which  we  of  the  faith  believe  we  shall  enjoy 
throughout  the  ages  of  eternity.  It  is  the  noblest 
teaching  ever  heard  in  this  world.  It  is  the  most 
helpful  teaching  ever  given  to  men.  It  gives  the 
greatest  and  purest  joys  during  the  earthly  life. 
It  gives  each  one  who  accepts  and  faithfully  lives  it 
an  assurance  of  a  purer,  happier  and  more  endur- 
ing life  when  this  life  with  all  its  trials  and  disap- 
pointments is  at  an  end. 

Sometimes  it  seems  that  some  men  started  well 
in  the  religious  life,  and  then  grew  weary  and 
turned  to  fables.  Gradually  they  see  more  and 
more  in  the  Bible  to  criticize,  and  finally  come 
to  teach  as  the  truth  the  very  doctrines  which  they 
had  formerly  condemned.  Paul  asked  the  Gala- 
tians  who  had  bewitched  them,  that  they  should 
not  obey  the  truth.  They  had  turned  to  something 
quite  different  from  what  Paul  had  taught  them, 
to  another  gospel.  Then  he  wrote,  "Though  we,  or 
an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel 

(Continued   on    Page    19) 
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The  Change 

in  the 

Mission  Offices 


BY  RUFUS  D.  BOWMAN 
Chairman,    General    Mission    Board 


1.    Charles  D.  Bonsack,  Retiring  Secretary 
Thirty-five  Years  in  General  Mission  Work 

There  are  few  records  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  more  outstanding  and 
more  deserving  of  appreciation  than  that  of 
Charles  D.  Bonsack.  He  is  one  of  the  most  loved 
men  in  our  church.  He  is  loved  because  he  loves 
people,  understands  them,  and  knows  how  to  help 
them.  He  loves  the  church,  too,  and  knows  how  to 
interpret  its  problems,  programs,  and  future  to 
our  people.  Indeed,  as  I  write  this  sketch,  I  believe 
that  I  feel  the  heart  throb  of  the  brotherhood  in 
the  conviction  that  Brother  Bonsack  is  a  true 
friend  of  God,  and  man,  and  the  church. 

Charles  D.  Bonsack  was  elected  as  a  member 
of  the  General  Mission  Board  at  the  Springfield 
Conference  in  1906.  He  became  Secretary  of  the 
Board  in  1921  after  the  lamented  death  of  Brother 
Williams.  As  board  member  and  as  secretary  he 
has  served  the  cause  for  thirty-five  years.  During 
this  time  he  had  helped  to  form  our  major  for- 
eign mission  policies,  has  helped  to  choose  most  of 
the  missionaries  who  are  now  on  the  field,  and  has 
contributed  vitally  to  the  mission  spirit  and  inter- 
est in  the  home  church.  In  addition,  he  has  taken 
four  trips  abroad:  a  trip  of  two  months  in  1907  to 
Europe  with  Galen  B.  Royer;  a  trip  of  nine  months 
in  1926  and  '27  with  J.  J.  Yoder  to  China,  India,  and 
Scandinavia;  a  trip  of  six  months  in  1928  and  '29 
with  Jesse  B.  Emmert  to  Africa;  and  a  trip  of 
eleven  months  in  1934  and  '35  to  Africa,  India  and 
China  with  Brethren  Leland  S.  Brubaker  and  J.  K. 
Miller. 

Besides  mission  work,  Brother  Bonsack  has 
made  other  vital  contributions.  He  was  born  on  a 
farm  at  Westminster,  Maryland,  March  11,  1870, 
and  has  never  lost  his  interest  in  farming.    He  has 


served  as  a  farmer  preacher,  as  pastor  of  the  Wash- 
ington City  church  from  1906  to  1909  and  as  a 
member  of  the  District  Mission  Board  of  Eastern 
Maryland.  For  more  than  ten  years  he  was  as- 
sociated with  Blue  Ridge  College,  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  teacher  of  English  and  Bible,  business 
manager,  and  acting  president.  He  has  done  ex- 
tensive evangelistic  work  with  wholesome  and 
constructive  results.  Several  years  ago  Juniata 
College  conferred  upon  Charles  D.  Bonsack  the 
honorary  degree,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  which  was  a 
deserved  honor. 

Sometimes  in  our  appreciation  of  a  great  and 
good  man,  we  forget  the  life  companion  who  has 
borne  her  share  of  the  burdens.  On  Dec.  16,  1891, 
Charles  D.  Bonsack  was  married  to  Ida  A.  Trostle. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  with  five  children. 
Through  all  these  years  of  church  service  and 
travel,  Sister  Bonsack  has  shown  how  much  she 
loves  the  church  through  her  unselfish  devotion 
and  her  willingness  to  assume  added  burdens. 
Her  beautiful  spirit,  quiet  thoughtfulness,  and 
steadfast  purposes  have  been  an  inspiring  factor 
in  the  work  of  her  husband. 

Continues  as  Advisory  Secretary 
For  several  years,  Brother  Bonsack  has  been 
urging  the  General  Mission  Board  to  choose  a 
younger  man  to  take  up  this  work.  He  is  still  as 
much  interested  in  missions  as  ever,  is  physically 
vigorous,  and  able  to  do  hard  work,  but  desires  to 
see  a  younger  man  grow  into  this  program  and 
shoulder  the  heaviest  responsibilities.  Conse- 
quently, on  Sept.  1,  1941,  Leland  S.  Brubaker  be- 
came Secretary  of  the  Board  and  Brother  Bonsack 
continues  his  service  to  the  mission  cause  of  the 
church  as  Advisory  Secretary.  In  this  capacity,  he 
will  give  one  half  of  his  time.    We  are  sure  that 
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the  brotherhood  appreciates  the  fact  that  Brother 
Bonsack  is  able  and  willing  to  continue  his  service. 
In  a  program  of  such  tremendous  proportions,  of 
such  a  vital  concern  to  the  whole  church,  and  of 
such  difficult  problems  due  to  world  conditions, 
there  should  be  no  abrupt  change.  The  needs  of 
the  home  church  and  the  increased  problems  and 
opportunities  on  account  of  the  world  situation 
offer  a  challenge  to  his  time  and  mature  judgment. 
The  church  needs  the  continued  service  of  Brother 
Bonsack.  His  rich  experience,  wise  counsel  and 
insight  into  human  problems  will  be  an  invaluable 
asset. 

2.    Leland  S.  Brubaker,  Incoming  Secretary 
Secretary  of  the  General  Mission  Board 

Leland  S.  Brubaker  became  Secretary  of  the 
General  Mission  Board  on  Sept.  1,  1941.  He  is 
well  qualified  for  this  position  because  of  his 
youth  and  physical  vigor,  his  love  for  the  church 
and  the  mission  cause,  his  experience  as  a  mis- 
sionary on  the  China  field,  his  knowledge  of  mis- 
sion problems  and  the  mission  program  which  he 
attained  as  a  member  of  the  General  Mission 
Board,  his  perspective  of  the  foreign  mission  work 
which  he  received  on  the  tour  of  the  mission  fields 
made  with  Brethren  Bonsack  and  J.  K.  Miller  in 
1934-35,  his  knowledge  of  the  home  church  and 
his  contacts  with  young  people  through  his  service 
as  National  Director  of  Young  People's  Work,  and 
his  natural  ability  as  an  executive.  At  the  re- 
quest of  the  General  Mission  Board,  Brother  Bru- 
baker spent  the  last  school  year  at  the  Hartford 
School  of  Missions  and  at  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary in  special  preparation  for  his  new  respon- 
sibilities. We  are  sure  that  he  will  receive  the 
prayers  and  co-operation  of  the  brotherhood  in 
this  great  work. 

Leland  S.  Brubaker  brings  to  this  program  a 
rich  Christian  experience.  He  was  born  at  Merced, 
California,  Nov.  6,  1899.  His  father  and  mother, 
John  S.  Brubaker  and  Anna  Fisher  Brubaker, 
were  devout  Christians,  the  father  being  an  active 
elder  in  the  Glendora  church.  Leland  attended 
La  Verne  College  and  graduated  in  1922.  In  col- 
lege he  met  Marie  H.  Woody  who  graduated  from 
La  Verne  in  1921  and  later  became  his  faithful 
and  devoted  life  companion.  Following  gradua- 
tion, Brother  Brubaker  served  as  fieldman  for 
the  college  for  eighteen  months,  traveling  over  the 
western  region.  The  school  session  of  1923-24 
found  Leland  and  Marie  Brubaker  in  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary  while  Brother  Brubaker  served 
as  traveling  Secretary  of  the  United  Student  Vol- 
unteers. 

At  the  Calgary  Conference  in  1923  they  were 
appointed  as  missionaries  to  China.     In  1927,  be- 


cause of  the  civil  war  in  China  and  the  evacuation 
of  missionaries,  they  returned  to  the  homeland 
and  Brother  Brubaker  took  his  Master's  degree  at 
the  University  of  Southern  California.  From  1928- 
36,  they  served  the  Covina  church  as  pastor.  This 
period  of  splendid  pastoral  service  was  followed 
by  the  world  tour  to  our  mission  fields,  his  service 
as  Director  of  Young  People's  work,  and  more 
recently  his  activity  in  relief  work  for  which  he 
went  to  Japan  and  China  in  1940  to  help  outline  a 
challenging  program.  At  the  commencement  serv- 
ice this  past  June,  La  Verne  College  conferred 
upon  Brother  Brubaker  the  honorary  degree,  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity. 

The  Brubaker  home  is  blessed  with  three  sons. 
Marie  Brubaker  is  as  much  interested  in  missions 
as  is  her  husband.  She  is  happy  to  bear  her  full 
share  of  the  responsibilities.  Their  purposes  and 
desires  are  one  to  see  the  program  of  the  church 
develop  and  progress.  They  are  willing  to  give 
their  lives  wholeheartedly  to  the  mission  cause. 
May  our  church  people  pray  for  them,  encourage 
them,  and  hold  up  their  hands. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


The  Sinking  of  the  Zamzam 

BY  SYLVIA  M.  OINESS,  R.  N. 
(Continued    From    Last    Week's    Paper) 

Motorboats  were  busy  all  forenoon  the  follow- 
ing day,  Friday,  April  18,  now  taking  supplies 
from  the  raider  to  the  auxiliary  ship.  By  mid- 
afternoon  we  all  went  aboard  the  Dresden,  the 
German  prison  ship  which  was  to  be  our  jail  for 
almost  five  weeks.  Mothers  and  children  were 
given  the  few  cabins;  these  cabins,  ordinarily  ac- 
commodating two  persons,  now  accommodated 
eight.  Single  women  occupied  the  lounge  and 
smoking  room,  where  dirty  mattresses  were  lined 
up  on  the  floor.  Eighteen  slept  and  lived  in  a  room 
the  size  of  an  ordinary  living  room.  One  blanket 
apiece  served  as  bedding;  lifebelts  became  pillows. 
Water  was  rationed — 2  quarts  per  person  per  day. 
True,  we  had  ample  sea  water,  but  salt  water  does 
not  remove  dirt.  Plumbing  again  was  atrocious; 
toilets  would  not  flush.  One  public  bathroom  and 
lavatory  served  over  seventy  people. 

The  men  fared  even  worse.  They  were  ordered 
into  the  front  hatch,  given  sacks  and  raw  cotton, 
and  told  to  make  their  own  pallets.  Of  course, 
they  had  no  washing  facilities  or  lavatories  in  the 
hold,  except  as  they  themselves  built  them.  The 
Germans  furnished  lumber,  and  told  them  to  go  to 
work.  Each  man  was  given  one  spoon,  one  tin 
cup,  and  one  enamel  bowl.  This  bowl,  the  one 
receptacle,  was  used  for  many  purposes:  for  bath- 
ing, for  shaving,  and  for  eating!     108  white  men 
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occupied  a  space  50  x  50;  one  small  ladder  was 
the  only  exit  to  the  deck  above.  The  Egyptian 
crew  had  similar  accommodations  in  the  next  hold. 
From  sunset  to  sunrise  we  were  all  locked  in- 
side. Windows  were  closed,  wooden  Venetian 
blinds  were  closed,  heavy  cardboard  was  placed  in 
front  of  the  windows,  and  then  blankets  were 
nailed  on  top.  We  were  indeed  sailing  under 
strict  blackout;  no  ray  of  light  must  escape  to  the 
outside.  With  no  fresh  air,  the  atmosphere  stif- 
ling, we  almost  suffocated. 

What  did  we  eat  for  five  weeks?  Breakfast  con- 
sisted of  "billboard  paste,"  a  cooked  flour  and 
water  solution;  at  intervals  the  chef  added  a  few 
grains  of  oatmeal.  After  some  days  the  women 
and  children  were  given  jam.  Black  sour  bread 
and  tea  completed  the  morning  meal.  Lunch  and 
supper  included  tasteless  rice,  macaroni,  or  bean 
soup,  with  small  fragments  of  canned  corned  beef. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  other  forms  of 
animal  matter  were  found  in  these  foods:  cock- 
roaches in  the  breakfast  cereal;  white  worms  in 
the  macaroni;  and  weevils  in  the  bread.  When  at 
last  one  slice  of  white  bread  was  permitted  each 
woman  and  child,  I  found  the  weevils  too  abun- 
dant, and  decided  I  would  rather  eat  the  black 
sour  bread;  at  least  I  could  not  see  the  weevils  in 
the  black  bread! 

After  several  days  had  elapsed  we  pleaded  with 
the  Germans  for  milk  for  the  babies.  Finally 
canned  milk  was  distributed,  as  well  as  pureed 
vegetables  for  babies  under  two  years  of  age. 
Cookies,  rescued  from  the  Zamzam,  were  given 
the  children  at  each  meal;  but  how  much  nourish- 
ment can  cookies  afford?  How  we  all  longed  for 
fresh  fruit,  fresh  vegetables,  milk  and  butter! 

German  marines  armed  with  bayonets,  guns  and 
hand  grenades,  walked  about  day  and  night  keep- 
ing constant  guard  over  us.  Supervision  was  effi- 
cient. The  Germans  are  efficient  in  every  way. 
Always  there  was  strict  and  severe  discipline.  But 
we  were  not  mistreated;  I  must  say  that  we  were 
treated  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, not  forgetting  that  Germany  was  at 
war  upon  the  high  seas.  The  captain  rather  hu- 
morously termed  us  his  "involuntary  guests."  In- 
deed we  were  there  involuntarily! 

Clothing  was  badly  needed;  men,  women  and 
children  had  nothing  but  night  clothes  to  wear  for 
days.  After  the  Germans  had  broken  the  locks, 
examined  the  baggage,  and  looted  what  they 
pleased,  they  permitted  the  passengers  to  go  to  the 
baggage  room.  Those  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  receive  clothes  shared  with  those  of  us  who  had 
none. 

For  nine  days  the  Dresden  idled  and  rolled  in 


the  South  Atlantic,  getting  nowhere.  At  last  we 
realized  she  was  waiting,  in  attendance,  upon  the 
raider,  which  had  gone  forth  to  see  what  else  she 
might  destroy.  After  those  days  the  raider  re- 
turned with  supplies,  which  included  some  very 
old  eggs  from  South  America.  At  intervals  there- 
after we  were  served  scrambled  eggs  and  cheese 
sandwiches.  As  the  two  ships  tied  up  together  for 
the  day  on  a  cable,  God  took  out  his  brush  of  glory 
and  painted  another  beautiful  rainbow.  That  was 
our  second  bow  of  assurance,  our  second  bow  of 
encouragement.  That  day  we  decided  to  make  our 
protest.  We  asked  to  be  transferred  to  a  neutral 
ship,  or  be  taken  to  a  neutral  port  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. As  Americans  we  felt  we  had  the  right  to 
ask  not  to  be  taken  through  the  British  blockade 
into  Europe.  Many  promises  were  made,  but  they 
were  never  fulfilled.  They  promised  to  proceed 
to  the  shipping  lanes  and  transfer  us  to  a  neutral 
ship;  that  never  came  to  pass.  They  promised  to 
take  us  to  the  Cape  Verde  Islands;  that  never 
came  to  pass.  They  promised  to  put  us  off  at 
Teneriffe  in  the  Canary  Islands;  that  never  came 
to  pass. 

Finally  the  Dresden  started  north  on  its  incred- 
ible run — up  the  South  Atlantic,  across  the  equa- 
tor, through  the  North  Atlantic,  west  and  north  of 
the  Azores,  and  then  eastward  to  Spanish  terri- 
torial waters.  After  slowly  and  warily  steaming 
through  the  tropics,  we  began  suffering  from  the 
cold  rains  of  the  northern  ocean.  Decks  were  al- 
ways wet.  We  had  not  enough  clothes  to  keep 
warm.  Colds,  influenza,  bronchitis  developed; 
then  came  dysentery  because  of  the  foul  diet.  Few 
escaped  some  illness.  But  through  it  all  the  Lord 
God  brought  us  safely,  so  that  not  one  life  was 
lost,  not  even  the  life  of  a  baby,  due  to  disease  or 
confinement.     The  Lord  be  praised! 

During  all  our  weeks  on  the  Dresden  a  fine  fel- 
lowship prevailed.  In  our  squalid  quarters  we 
met  daily  for  earnest  praper.  Men  and  women 
met  separately,  for  the  sexes  were  allowed  to  min- 
gle only  once  a  day.  Husbands  and  wives  saw 
each  other  only  from  10  A.  M.  to  12  M.  daily.  Per- 
mission was  granted  for  joint  services  on  Sunday. 
The  captain  and  some  of  his  officers  and  crew  lis- 
tened to  our  words  of  song,  testimony,  and  Scrip- 
ture reading.  How  we  prayed  that  the  Holy  Spir- 
it would  work,  and  that  the  Word  of  God  might 
be  sown  in  their  hearts.  Surely  they  needed  the 
Lord  Jesus  too.  As  we  prayed  and  communed  to- 
gether, differences  in  our  beliefs  faded  away;  we 
as  God's  children  were  melted  into  one  great  fam- 
ily during  those  trials.  We  took  our  common 
plight  to  the  Lord,  and  learned  to  love  each  other 
dearly.    The  Lord  was  real  and  precious  to  us,  in- 
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spiring  faith  and  confidence  in  him,  a  faith  that 
knew  he  would  somehow  deliver  us. 

We  claimed  his  promises  for  deliverance.  From 
Daniel  came  this  verse:  "Our  God  whom  we  serve 
is  able  to  deliver  us,  and  he  will  deliver  us."  We 
praised  the  Lord  for  that  promise.  In  the  psalms 
we  always  found  comfort:  "What  time  I  am 
afraid,  I  will  trust  in  thee."  "O  God  of  our  salva- 
tion, thou  art  the  confidence  of  all  the  ends  of 
the  earth,  and  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon  the 
sea."  How  appropriate!  Were  we  not  afar  off 
upon  the  sea?  But  our  confidence  was  still  in 
him. 

One  day  the  Dresden  crew  began  to  build  a  bar- 
ricade around  the  bridge.  Bales  of  hemp,  previ- 
ously tested  by  machine  guns,  were  piled  high 
around  the  entire  bridge.  We  knew  this  meant 
preparation  for  running  the  British  blockade. 
Boat  drills  were  ordered.  All  passengers  were 
commanded  to  remain  dressed  day  and  night,  in 
case  of  emergency.  For  nine  nights  we  slept  in 
our  clothes,  not  daring  to  remove  them.  Those 
were  fearful  hours  of  waiting.  We  were  in  dan- 
gerous waters.  British  submarines  might  send  us 
to  the  depths  with  torpedoes;  British  warships 
might  shell  us  at  any  time.  And  what  if  an  air- 
plane should  suddenly  attack?  But  in  the  Fourth 
Psalm  we  took  hope:  "I  will  both  lay  me  down 
in  peace  and  sleep,  for  thou,  Lord,  only  makest  me 
dwell  in  safety."    And  we  slept  like  Christians. 

Once  we  had  a  close  call.  Not  far  away  was  a 
British  convoy,  attended  by  at  least  two  destroy- 
ers. Our  captain  managed  to  fall  away  before  be- 
ing sighted.  Soon  he  resumed  his  prescribed 
course,  only  to  see  a  second  group  of  ships  coming 
over  the  horizon.  He  took  the  only  ruse  open  to 
him — swung  around  and  showed  a  course  toward 
England.  The  ships  made  no  recognition  signal, 
disappeared,  and  all  seemed  well. 

We  were  still  in  dangerous  waters.  We  prayed 
on  and  on;  we  doubled  our  prayer  meetings.  And 
God  rolled  the  vast  deep  into  high  and  angry 
waves  in  which  we  knew  no  enemy  craft  could 


hope  to  operate.    Surely  he  was  mindful  of  us  in 
thus  sending  this  further  means  of  our  protection. 

Without  lights,  without  flag,  and  maintaining  a 
vigilant  watch  from  the  bridge,  the  Dresden 
pressed  forward.  Always  prepared  for  emergen- 
cy, she  carried  flags  of  various  nationalities,  ready 
to  be  hoisted  at  the  proper  moment.  One  day  our 
men  saw  the  sailmaker  concocting  a  Spanish  flag, 
and  one  day  they  saw  a  new  Norwegian  flag  being 
dipped  into  the  smokestack  to  give  it  a  sea-worn 
appearance.  And  by  this  time,  the  Dresden  was 
no  longer  the  Dresden.    She  was  now  the  Ogna! 

(To  be  continued) 


Lassa  News 

BY  ZALMA  WEAVER 


Changes 

In  March  the  Kulps  left  us  to  sail  for  America.  We 
hope  that  they  have  a  happy  furlough  with  their  chil- 
dren and  friends. 

In  April,  the  Royers  moved  from  Marama  to  Lassa. 

The  Weavers  went  to  Jos  in  February  and  returned 
to  us  with  their  little  son,  Bruce  Homer. 

Medical  Work 

Nurse  Grayce  Brumbaugh  has  been  carrying  on  nobly 
at  the  Bashore  Memorial  Hospital.  For  miles  around 
the  request  comes,  "When  will  the  likita  (doctor) 
come?"  A  doctor  in  Lassa  could  minister  to  the  needs 
of  the  people  for  thirty  miles  around.  No  one  can  tell 
how  many  lives  he  might  save  each  year.  Lassa  needs 
a  doctor.    We  hope  you  send  us  one. 

Lassa,  Africa. 


Lake  Geneva  Summer  School  of  Missions 

BY   OLIVIA   D.    IKENBERRY 

From  the  time  that  we  knew  we  were  to  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  Summer  School  of  Mis- 
sions at  Lake  Geneva  we  wondered  if  it  would  be  all 
it  was  expected  to  be. 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Beckner,  another  delegate,  and  the  writer, 
drove  up  to  Lake  Geneva  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Aug.  10. 
We  found  the  conference  grounds  a  beautiful  spot  on  a 
point  of  land  jutting  into  the  blue  of  Lake  Geneva.  We 
registered,  found  our  rooms  and  then  returned  to  the 


What  to  Pray  For Week  of  Sept.  27— Oct.  4 

During  this  week,  we  are  asked  to  invite  Sister  Olive  Widdowson  and 
Sister  Kathryn  Kiracofe  into  our  homes  as  the  guests  for  whom  we  shall  daily 
ask   God's   blessing.      They  both  live   and   work   at   Vyara,   India. 

For  twenty-nine  years,  Olive  Widdowson  has  been  in  India,  giving  herself 
to  the  women  and  girls  of  that  land  in  her  guiet  but  effective  ■way.  She  is 
egually  at  home  in  the  schoolroom  and  in  the  village  homes.  During  this 
present  term  of  service,  she  has  charge  of  the  Vyara  Girls'  School. 

Kathryn  Kiracofe  went  to  India  in  1937.  Much  of  her  work  is  in  the  vil- 
lages. She  and  her  Indian  helpers  tour  the  district  and  bring  the  word  of 
God  to  the  people  as  they  teach  them  better  ways  of  living.  Thus  she  is  one 
much  like  the  children  of  Israel  who  dwelt  in  their  tents. 

Sister  Widdowson  and  Sister  Kiracofe  desire  your  interest  and  prayers. 


KATHRYN  KIRACOFE 


OLIVE  WIDDOWSON 
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grounds  to  meet  those  with  whom  we  would  work  and 
play  for  the  next  week. 

A  charming  little  lady,  Mary  Beth  Fulton,  was  to  be 
in  charge  of  the  music  and  was  very  quick  to  enlist  all 
who  were  interested  in  that  side  of  the  conference. 

The  first  night  all  the  faculty  and  missionaries  were 
introduced.  Each  one  had  a  sponsor  and  mine  was  Mrs. 
W.  O.  Beckner,  whom  I  have  known  for  over  twenty 
years.  As  each  member  of  the  faculty  was  introduced 
I  looked  for  personality  qualities  and  mentally  regis- 
tered whose  classes  I  would  attend.  All  were  charming 
persons  but  there  were  a  few  I  hoped  to  know  better. 

Monday  morning,  after  the  morning  worship  and  Bible 
hour  conducted  by  Prof.  Paul  E.  Keen,  which  all  at- 
tended, found  me  in  Mrs.  Wilbur  Ale's  class  on  the  mis- 
sion study  books  for  the  coming  year.  Picking  bits  that 
would  lend  themselves  to  vivid  presentation,  giving  us 
advice  out  of  her  rich  experience,  and  calling  on  the  ex- 
periences of  others  made  the  class  hours  pass  all  too 
quickly.  The  next  hour  was  a  study  of  worship  called 
Seeking  and  Finding,  conducted  by  Miss  Charlotte 
Weihe.  You  may  wonder  how  to  pronounce  her  name. 
When  asked  she  would  answer,  "Charlotte  Why."  If 
you  looked  puzzled  she  might  add,  "Why  not?" 

Those  who  attended  this  hour  did  seek,  and  what  is 
more  important  still,  were  able  to  find.  There  was  one 
corner  of  the  room  where  a  small  table  with  a  lighted 
candle  and  an  open  Bible  became  a  worship  center. 
Each  morning's  program  was  closed  with  a  period  of 
real  worship.  All  felt  a  new  inspiration  to  build  more 
meaningful  worship  programs  after  that  week  together. 

Following  this  was  a  class  on  methods.  Dramatically 
we  were  shown  the  right  and  wrong  way  to  present  a 
program;  we  were  given  thought-provoking  presenta- 
tions such  as  the  one  that  as  the  black  keys  of  a  piano 
are  needed  to  give  harmony  to  music,  so  all  races  are 
needed  to  give  harmony  to  life. 


For  Your  Information 

For  information  concerning  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  or  regarding  the  classification 
of  men  under  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1941  write:  M.  R.  Zigler,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  writing  concern- 
ing any  problem  regarding  classification  indi- 
cate the  name,  number  and  address  of  your  lo- 
cal board. 

Keep  alive  the  Brethren  Service  Peace  and 
Relief  Cup  on  your  table.  The  last  Sunday  of 
every  month  take  your  sacrificial  savings  from 
your  Brethren  Service  Peace  and  Relief  Cup  to 
the  church  for  Brethren  Service  Committee 
work  or  send  it  direct  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Local  treasurers  or  those  in  charge  remember 
to  send  these  contributions  every  month  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Three  individuals  or  families  have  made 
single  contributions  of  $100  to  the  peace  and 
relief   fund. 


The  meals  became  periods  of  happy  fellowship  and 
songs.  They  were  periods  of  relaxation  in  folk  songs 
and  of  preparation  and  inspiration  in  learning  lovely 
hymns.  The  afternoons  lent  themselves  to  the  joys 
and  relaxations  of  investigating  the  shore  paths  and  ad- 
ventures in  friendship.  The  evenings  brought  vespers 
and  rest  and  so  the  days  flew. 

Wednesday  was  guest  day  and  those  who  could  not 
come  for  the  week  came  to  share  a  day  with  us.  Classes 
were  as  usual,  but  in  the  afternoon  each  missionary  had 
a  table  on  which  were  placed  articles  peculiar  to  her 
country  and  as  a  bell  was  rung  groups  would  come  and 
move  on,  thus  visiting  India,  Japan,  China  and  home 
missions  in  America.  This  was  followed  by  a  refresh- 
ing tea. 

Seventeen  different  denominations  were  represented 
at  the  school  of  missions.  All  were  there  with  one  pur- 
pose, working,  playing  and  taking  time  to  "go  apart  and 
rest  awhile"  and  learn  of  Christ,  and  return  to  their 
daily  tasks  ready  to  build  better  the  kingdom  of  God. 
Truly  it  had  been  a  week  apart  with  God. 

On  Furlough  From  China. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 
A  Tribute  to  Camp  Lagro 
By  Philip  Nordstrom,  Camp  Lagro,  Lagro,  Indiana 
A  few  months  ago,  as  a  Methodist  believer  in  the  way 
of  peace,  I  was  filling  out  my  questionnaire  from  the 
National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors.    I  knew 
something  of  the  work  of  the  Friends,  nothing  of  the 
Brethren  or  Mennonites,  so  I  requested  to  be  sent  to  a 
camp  under  the  supervision  of  the  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee.   Time  passed  and  finally  on  June  16,  I  received 
word  to  report  at  C.  P.  S.  Camp  No.  6,  Lagro,  Indiana, 
on  June  26.     It  was  with  some  misgivings  that  I  noted 
that  the  camp  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  instead  of  the  Friends  as  I  had 
anticipated. 

Upon  arrival  at  camp  the  process  of  scattering  my 
doubts  began.  I  could  not  help  but  be  impressed  by  the 
sincerity  and  helpfulness,  the  fine  Christian  spirit  of  the 
members  of  the  staff.  I  began  to  realize  how  great  a 
task  lay  before  them  and  us  in  making  this  group  of 
men  a  harmonious  unit.  Here  were  men  of  various 
backgrounds,  many  religious  denominations  or  no  re- 
ligious denomination,  men  with  training  in  working 
together  and  men  utterly  independent  and  individual- 
istic in  spirit  and  living,  men  of  clean  personal  habits 
and  men  with  certain  objectionable  habits.  Disagree- 
ment and  conflict  were  sure  to  come  under  the  circum- 
stances. How  could  these  stumbling  blocks  to  peace  and 
co-operation  be  overcome? 

Two  courses  of  action  were  possible.  Either  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  could  formulate  a  rigid  set  of  rules  and 
by  strict  discipline  seek  to  force  the  unruly  to  conform 
to  a  pattern,  or  they  could  give  us  the  task  of  govern- 
ing ourselves.  They  chose  the  latter  method  and  as  a 
result  a  system  of  camp  government  was  set  up  which 
seeks  to  place  the  responsibility  for  the  smooth  running 
of  the  camp  upon  each  man  as  far  as  possible.  Each 
man  is  made  to  feel  that  he  is  his  brothers'  keeper.  I 
shall  not  here  attempt  to  describe  in  detail  the  working 
of  this  plan  but  merely  to  indicate  some  of  the  results 
in  my  own  experience  and  in  observation  of  others. 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— September  27,  1941 


15 


In  the  first  place,  the  conflicts  and  problems  which 
threatened  to  cause  serious  trouble  in  the  camp  have  for 
the  most  part  been  solved  or  have  disappeared  as  we 
have  striven  to  work  together  at  the  common  purpose  of 
showing  'to  the  world  the  way  of  peace  and  brotherhood. 
Then  the  individuals  who  by  lack  of  training,  by  ob- 
jectionable personal  habits,  or  by  an  inconsiderate  spirit 
of  personal  freedom,  at  first  seemed  to  cause  dissension 
and  dissatisfaction  have  gradually  changed  until  they 
now  co-operate  with  the  work  and  life  of  the  camp 
very  well.  Rules  and  standards  of  conduct,  having  been 
discussed  and  adopted  democratically,  have  almost  with- 
out exception  been  accepted  in  fine  spirit  without  re- 
sentment. Then  in  the  contact  of  men  of  various  church- 
es with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  with  the  large 
group  of  men  here  who  belong  to  that  church,  has  come 
a  growing  sense  of  appreciation  and  respect  for  those 
men  and  for  the  church  to  which  they  belong.  The 
spirit  of  intolerance  has  given  place  to  one  of  under- 
standing. 

Personally,  through  my  contacts  with  our  director, 
Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  our  assistant  director,  Ralph  Town- 
send,  and  the  other  members  of  the  staff,  with  the  men 
who  are  Brethren,  and  with  the  churches  which  I  have 
been  privileged  to  visit,  has  come  a  great  respect  and 
love  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  which  is  doing  so 
much  for  us  and  for  the  needy  round  the  world.  I  shall 
be  ever  grateful  for  the  blessings  I  have  received  from 
it  through  this  camp  and  for  the  challenge  to  me  and  to 
others  to  seek  to  live  by  the  law  of  love  as  I  have  seen 
it  exemplified  here. 


Work  of  National  Importance  at  Camp  Kane. 
Pennsylvania 

By  Arthur  S.  Lentz,  Richland,  Pennsylvania 

Forty  years  ago  the  American  people  felt  anxious 
about  the  dwindling  supply  of  timber.  Under  the  lead- 
ership of  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  others  many  acres 
were  set  aside  to  be  maintained  for  the  use  of  coming 
generations.  These  vast  national  forests,  which  the  re- 
served acres  were  called,  were  taken  out  of  the  coun- 
try's public  domain.  These  national  forests  were  mostly 
situated  in  the  West. 

In  1911  a  law  was  passed  in  Congress  to  purchase  land 
in  the  East  for  national  forests.  This  land  was  to  be 
situated  at  the  headwaters  of  streams.  The  land  for 
these  Eastern  national  forests  needed  to  be  purchased 
since  there  wasn't  any  public  domain  in  the  East. 

Camp  Kane,  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp  No.  16,  is 
situated  in  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  Eastern  na- 
tional forests.  The  Allegheny  National  Forest  is  the 
conserved  area  in  which  Camp  Kane  is  located.  This 
huge  tract  of  wooded  mountains  is  tucked  between  two 
of  Pennsylvania's  turbulent  rivers — the  Allegheny  and 
the  Clarion. 

This  vast  tract  of  726,000  acres  is  managed  from  a  cen- 
tral headquarters  in  Warren,  Pa.  The  federal  govern- 
ment actually  owns  only  462,000  acres  of  the  726,000 
acres.  The  government  is  buying  more  and  more  of  the 
land  as  opportunities  arise.  The  National  Forest  ex- 
tends into  four  Pennsylvania  counties.  The  national 
forest  preserves  wild  life,  conserves  water  resources, 
provides  growing  timber  the  opportunity  to  mature,  and 
allows  the  development  of  recreational  areas  for  the 
public  to  enjoy. 

The  men  in  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Kane 


will,  when  spring  arrives,  help  to  set  out  about  three 
quarters  of  a  million  young  seedlings.  These  seedlings, 
as  they  grow  to  be  towering  trees,  will  bear  mute  testi- 
mony to  the  spirit  of  conservation.  Now  the  work  pro- 
gram is  to  help  build  recreational  areas  and  to  prepare 
protection  in  case  of  forest  fires.  Our  men  are  con- 
tributing to  the  conservation  of  our  great  American  nat- 
ural resources  which  we  will  sorely  need  after  the 
present  day  of  destruction  subsides. 


Clothing  News 

From  Shanghai,  China,  word  comes  that  seven  more 
boxes  of  clothing  have  arrived,  six  from  Seattle  and  one 
from  San  Francisco.  These  were  sent  by  the  women  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  is  always  good  news 
when  a  report  comes  that  another  case  of  clothing  has 
reached  the  Friends  center  where  it  is  quickly  dis- 
tributed among  the  needy. 

Kenneth  Lee  of  Shanghai  says  that  the  demand  for 
men's  clothing  continues  to  be  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
In  each  consignment  they  look  anxiously  to  see  what 
men's  clothing  has  been  sent. 

During  May  a  German  girl  came  to  the  Shanghai  cen- 
ter; she  had  a  chance  of  going  to  the  hospital  as  a  pro- 
bationer but  had  no  suitable  clothes.  Fortunately  it  was 
possible  to  give  her  an  outfit,  caps,  aprons  and  dresses, 
so  she  is  now  working  in  the  hospital. 

During  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June,  1,606 
refugees  called  upon  Mr.  Lee  for  clothing  and  advice. 
During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year,  1,976  people  re- 
ceived clothing  from  the  center,  thus  making  a  total  of 
around  3,000  since  distribution  of  clothing  began. 


Camp  Stronach  Official  Register 

The  official  roster  from  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp 
No.  17,  Camp  Stronach  near  Manistee,  Michigan,  con- 
tains the  following  names.  Towns  are  in  Michigan  un- 
less otherwise  indicated. 


Name 


Home  Town 


Church 


1.  John  Bechtelheimer.  Flora,  Ind.,  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

2.  Joseph  Blodgett,  Albion,   St.  Paul's  Lutheran. 

3.  Warren    Brumbaugh,    North     Industry,     O.,     Church     of    the 
Brethren. 

4.  Delbert  Buller,  Benton  Harbor,  Church  of  God. 

5.  Orval  Coors,  Alanson,  (group  not  organized). 

6.  John    DeRoo,    Kalamazoo,    Unitarian. 

7.  Elden  Dyson,   Sigourney,  Iowa,   Church   of  the  Brethren. 

8.  Charles  Elliott,   Grand   Haven,   Methodist. 

9.  Wilbur  Foor,   Adrian,  Evangelistic  Mission. 

10.  John  Freeze,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Church   of  God  from  Heaven. 

11.  Robert  Fulford,  Royal  Oak,  Methodist. 

12.  Paul  Green,  Muskegon,  Church  of  God  in  Christ. 

13.  James  Guthrie,  Metamora.  Ohio.,  Church   of  the  Brethren. 

14.  Elroy    Hanks,    Lansing,    Methodist. 

15.  Carlton  Hollister,  Lansing,   Methodist. 

16.  Robert  Hyslop,  Flint,  Gracelawn  Assembly. 

17.  Helmer    Johnson,    Leonard,    Minn.,    (unaffiliated). 

18.  Laurence  Ladner,  Rochester,  Jehovah's  Witness. 

19.  Marvin  Leffel,   Flint,   Church   of  the  Brethren. 

20.  Samuel  Mackety,  Athens,  Methodist. 

21.  Harold   McKinny,   Beaverton,   Church   of  the  Brethren. 

22.  Bruce  Meade,  Riverdale,  Free  Methodist. 

23.  Lamoin  Montel,  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

24.  Elmer  Oleson,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Lutheran. 

25.  Homer  Peters,  Lansing,  Church   of  the  Brethren. 

26.  Helmet  Pusch,  Ferndale,  Jehovah's  Witness. 

27.  John  Rieley,  Beaverton,  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

28.  Robert   Scantlen,   Osceola,   Ind.,   Church   of   the  Brethren. 

29.  Donald    Smith,   Kalamazoo,    Baptist. 

30.  Henri  Solomon,  Detroit,  Taoist. 

31.  Harold    Spitler,    Potsdam,    Ohio,    Church    of    the    Brethren. 

32.  Byron  Taber,  Beloit,  Wis.,  Baptist. 

33.  Charles  Voorheis,  Flint,  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

34.  Erwin  Voorheis,  Flint,  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

35.  Lewis   Watkins,   Detroit,   Disciples   of   Christ. 

36.  Frank  Weaver,  Clinton,  Congregational. 

37.  Milo  Woll,   Hazel  Park,   Church   of  God. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-1942 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  September  28 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Fulfilment  of  History:  The 
New  Jerusalem.— Rev.  21:1-7,  10-12,  22-24.  Golden  Text, 
He  that  overcometh  shall  inherit  these  things;  and  I  will 
be  his  God,  and  he  shall  be  my  son.    Rev.  21:7. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Prayer  Life  of  Jesus. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Lift  the  Level  of  Life. 

Intermediates,  Learn  to  Live. 
•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  New  Paris  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Red  Oak  Grove  church,  Va. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  County  Line  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Wenatchee  Valley  church,  Wash. 

One  baptized  in  the  Madison  Avenue  church,  York, 
Pa. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Albany  church,  Oreg.,  Bro.  Forrest 
Groff,  pastor. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Manassas  church,  Va.,  Bro.  D. 

B.  Garber,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Middletown  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 

C.  W.  Warstler,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  McFarland  church,  Calif.,  Bro. 
John  I.  Coffman,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Melvin  Hill  church,  N.  C,  Bro. 
M.  J.  Wilson,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Conewago  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Har- 
ry Eshelman,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  Herbert  Miller,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Richland  Center  church,  Kans., 
Bro.  J.  H.  Strohm,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Moyne  Landis,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Lower  Miami  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
C.  W.  Warstler,  evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Eel  River  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Charles  Oberlin,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Grove  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Homer  J.  Miller,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  Md., 
Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Purchase  Line  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Russell  K.  Showalter,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Long  Green  Valley  church, 
Md.,  Bro.  M.  A.  Jacobs,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Sams  Creek  church,  Eastern 
Md.,  Bro.  Ralph  E.  Shober,  evangelist. 

Fifteen  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Tenn., 
Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Twenty  baptized,  one  reconsecrated  and  sixteen  re- 
ceived by  letter  in  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Pa. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the 
Belvedere  church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Bro.  J.  E. 
Steinour,  pastor. 


Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  Oct.  6-19,  in  the  Tire  Hill 
church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Ernest  Sherfy  of  Stet,  Mo.,  Nov.  2  in  the  Monitor 
church,  Kans. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  Oct.  6  in  the 
Mexico  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  Oct.  5-19,  in  the  First 
church,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  Oct.  27,  in  the 
Raven  Run  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  Oct.  5-19,  in 
the  Sidney  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Oct.  5-19  in 
the  Eversole  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Orion  Erbaugh  of  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Oct.  26  in  the 
Middletown  church,  Ohio. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Caniield,  Sept.  27 — Oct.  12,  in 
the  Oneonta  church,  Ala. 

Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio,  Nov.  16  in 
the  New  Paris  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Stoner,  Oct.  5-19,  in  the  Mohler's  house,  Lower 
Cumberland  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Emmert  Frederick  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  Oct.  5 
in  the  Carson  Valley  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  G.  A.  Zook  of  McCune,  Kans.,  in  the  Fredonia 
church,  Kans.,  Sept.  29 — Oct.  12;  in  the  Osage  church, 
McCune,  Kans.,  Nov.  9-23. 


Personal  Mention 

Southern  Illinois  has  chosen  Eld.  Merlin  E.  Garber  as 
Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Confer- 
ence. 

The  Richmond  Conference  will  have  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegate  from  Second  West  Virginia,  Eld.  A.  C. 
Auvil,  with  Eld.  W.  J.  Row  as  alternate. 

Bro.  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  former  pastor  of  the  University 
Park  church,  Eastern  Maryland,  now  of  the  department 
of  Christian  Education  in  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary, 
was  a  recent  visitor  at  the  Messenger  offices. 

The  daughter  of  Eld.  Andrew  Hutchison  of  sacred 
memory  is  not  so  widely  known  as  her  father  was,  nor 
has  she  been  so  frequent  a  caller  at  the  Publishing 
House  as  was  her  husband,  Eld.  S.  J.  Miller  of  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  during  his  service  with  the  General  Ministerial 
Board.  She  is  on  a  tour  of  visitation  with  friends  and 
kindred  as  far  east  as  Virginia. 

Managing  Editor  T.  Otto  Nail  of  The  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, official  organ  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has  in  the 
issue  of  Sept.  18  an  article  entitled  They  Build  De- 
mocracy in  Blue  Denim.  It  is  an  interesting  and  sym- 
pathetic report  of  his  observations  made  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  recent  visit  to  our  Camp  Lagro.  It  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  management  and  will  be  appreciated 
by  our  people. 
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The  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond 
Conference  from  North  and  South  Carolina  is  Eld.  C.  B. 
Miller,  with  Eld.  Fred  Dancy  as  alternate. 

The  Richmond  Conference  will  have  as  Standing 
Committee  delegates  from  Northern  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin, Elders  Foster  B.  Statler  and  J.  F.  Burton,  with 
Elders  C.  D.  Bonsack  and  D.  D.  Funderburg  as  alter- 
nates. 

Our  congratulations  and  good  wishes  are  extended  to 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Flora  of  Stanley,  Wis.  Nov. 
8  will  be  golden  wedding  for  them,  but  for  what  seem 
to  be  sufficient  reasons  they  have  had  a  somewhat  ear- 
lier celebration. 

Bro.  William  Stewart  of  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  feels  the 
loneliness  of  his  isolated  condition  and  greatly  appre- 
ciates hearing  from  his  friends,  indeed  "from  all  who 
would  be  kind  enough  to  write."  Here  is  one  more  op- 
portunity for  service  in  the  ministry  of  writing  letters 
of  encouragement. 

Africa  Missionaries  Herman  B.  and  Hazel  M.  Landis 
found  last  week  objectives  in  the  mission  offices  and 
some  other  offices  and  more  especially  in  the  friends  who 
labor  in  them.  They  were  headed  for  the  farther  east, 
however,  where  they  will  seek  further  preparation  in 
the  Kennedy  School  of  Missions. 

Two  young  men  of  promise  were  among  our  recent 
guests.  Bro.  Kurtis  Naylor,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  member 
from  the  Central  Western  Region,  was  in  conference 
with  Director  Raymond  Peters.  Bro.  Bruce  Reeves  of 
Sunnyside.  Washington,  1941  La  Verne  graduate  and 
Camp  Blough  workman,  was  on  his  way  to  more  camp 
experience  with  the  Friends  in  Mexico. 

Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  according  to 
word  received  at  the  mission  offices,  has  gone  on  to  join 
the  great  majority  on  the  other  side.  We  have  no  de- 
tails but  shall  expect  more  information  later.  Bro.  Mad- 
docks  was  a  long-time  leader  in  the  councils  of  Middle 
Pennsylvania,  being  one  of  the  three  representatives  of 
his  district  at  the  La  Verne  Conference. 


Miscellaneous  Items 

Harvest  festival  will  be  held  at  the  Zion  church  of 
North  Dakota,  Oct.  19,  with  communion  the  preceding 
evening,  Oct.  18.     "Visitors  will  be  welcome." 

The  Coon  River  church  of  Middle  Iowa  will  have 
home-coming  with  basket  dinner,  Oct.  12.  "Friends 
who  lived  here  in  other  days  are  urged  to  attend." 

The  Greencastle  church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania 
will  hold  an  all-day  rally  service  Oct.  5.  "All  friends 
and  members  of  other  congregations  are  cordially  in- 
vited." 

The  Live  Oak  church  of  Northern  California  will  ob- 
serve Oct.  5  as  Loyalty  Sunday.  Pastor  S.  Paul  Daugh- 
erty  will  speak  on  A  Compassionate  Church  Member- 
ship. "All  members  are  urged  to  be  present  to  begin 
the  new  year  with  a  very  special  dedication  of  life  to  his 
cause." 

The  Wabash  City  church  of  Middle  Indiana  has  an  all- 
day  home-coming  and  harvest  meeting,  with  basket  din- 
ner, tomorrow,  Sept.  28.  Former  President  Winger  of 
Manchester  is  the  speaker  both  forenoon  and  afternoon. 
"An  invitation  to  all  former  members  and  adjoining 
churches." 


Are  you  going  by  train  to  the  district  meeting  of 
Northern  Missouri  in  the  Wakenda  church,  Oct.  24-26? 
If  so,  please  notify  John  Summers,  R.  1,  Hardin,  Mo. 

The  church  secretary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  requests  us  to 
say  that  "Mr.  Stephen  Stoltzfus  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Lancaster  City,  Pa.,  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  represented  himself  to  be." 

The  Calvary  church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  will  hold 
their  annual  home-coming  day  on  Nov.  2,  1941.  Basket 
dinner  at  noon.  All  former  members  are  requested  to 
send  greetings  to  Mrs.  Ethel  C.  Smith,  5328  Hillcrest 
Drive. 

The  Poplar  Grove  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have 
a  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  with  basket  dinner 
Oct.  5.  Prof.  C.  Ray  Keim  of  Manchester  College  will 
be  both  morning  and  afternoon  speaker.  "Everyone  is 
welcome." 

The  Young  People's  Conference,  scheduled  for  Sept. 
27  and  28,  in  the  East  Fairview  church,  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  has  been  cancelled  because  of  the  infantile 
paralysis  epidemic  that  has  swept  that  section  of  Penn- 
sj  lvania. 

The  Kent  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio  will  have  an 
all-day  home-coming,  with  basket  lunch  at  noon,  Oct.  5. 
The  afternoon  program  will  include  an  installation  serv- 
ice for  the  new  pastor,  Bro.  George  S.  Strausbaugh.  "A 
warm  invitation  is  extended  to  the  neighboring  church- 
es to  attend." 

The  Sidney  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have  rally 
day  and  home-coming,  with  basket  dinner,  Oct.  5. 
Brethren  Paul  Kinsel  and  C.  Walter  Warstler,  who  be- 
gins evangelistic  services  that  evening,  will  be  the 
speakers.  "Invitation  extended  to  all  former  members, 
friends  and  members  of  other  congregations." 

"We  are  sending  to  the  B.  S.  C.  $20  which  was  con- 
tributed daily  by  the  campers  in  the  peace  cup  on  the 
table."  So  writes  Sister  Ruth  Rinehart  of  Westminster, 
Md.,  in  mailing  us  a  copy  of  the  Pierce  work  camp  re- 
port for  which  she  has  our  thanks.  We  heartily  agree 
that  "it  is  good  to  note  also  that  the  camp  was  entirely 
self-supporting." 

With  Our  Schools 
Manchester  College 

Oct.  11  has  been  set  as  the  annual  Home-coming  Day. 
Alumni  reunions,  luncheons,  athletic  contests,  and  other 
public  programs  will  fill  the  day  with  varied  and  en- 
joyable activity. 

Placement  of  the  1941  graduating  class  was  high. 
Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  graduates  have  been  placed 
in  positions  for  which  they  prepared.  Several  of  the  re- 
maining five  per  cent  are  affected  by  the  draft. 

The  faculty  and  students  were  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  John  Barwick  address  the  chapel 
services  on  Sept.  11.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee  Bro.  Barwick  has  been  working 
with  the  war  prisoners  in  England.  His  address  was 
filled  with  vivid  descriptions  of  outstanding  personali- 
ties with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact  during  his  work 
abroad. 

Freshmen  orientation  programs  began  Friday,  Sept.  5, 
with  about  the  usual  number  of  freshmen  in  attendance. 
Upper  class  enrollment  is  good.  President  Schwalm  of- 
ficially opened  the  school  year  with  a  challenging  ad- 
(Continued   on  Page  24) 
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We  Call  Them  Delinquent 

BY   JOHN   C.   ELLER 

"You  don't  care  nuthin'  fer  us,"  said  little  Jimmy 
in  reply  to  a  stern  command  of  a  grade  school 
teacher  who,  like  many  others,  thought  it  only  her 
duty  to  teach  and  not  to  understand. 

When  little  Jimmy  uttered  these  words  little  did 
he  realize  that  he  was  speaking  for  thousands  of 
American  youth  who  like  himself  are  misunder- 
stood, and  are  the  victims  of  a  social  order  in  which 
they  have  not  yet  learned  to  live.  We  call  them 
our  delinquents.  More  than  200,000  children  last 
year  faced  a  court  judge.  Forty-two  per  cent  of 
all  burglar  arrests  were  under  eighteen  years  of 
age.  And  here  in  Virginia  4,786  juveniles  served 
terms  in  our  jails.  To  be  more  specific,  one  child 
out  of  every  hundred  under  the  age  of  18  had  to 
his  record  a  delinquent  charge.  Obviously,  some- 
thing is  wrong! 

When  a  physician  examines  a  patient  he  first 
tries  to  find  the  source  of  the  disease  before  he  pre- 
scribes medicine.  So  if  we  are  to  rid  our  society  of 
the  curse  of  delinquent  behavior  we  must  first  of 
all  discover  the  source  and  then  apply  the  proper 
remedies. 

From  the  dingy  hovels  of  our  American  slums 
and  neglected  communities  comes  the  cry  of  boys 
and  girls  who  have  no  places  in  which  to  play  but 
dirty  alleys,  and  no  toys  but  those  they  rescue  from 
the  junk  heaps  or  garbage  dumps.  Their  only  lux- 
ury is  their  endless  hours  of  leisure  in  which  to 
construct  their  own  devices  for  satisfying  their  de- 
sires for  the  privileges  and  things  that  others  en- 
joy-      ' 

In  the  communities  that  are  meeting  this  prob- 
lem the  password  is  "enlightened  public  opinion." 
Students  of  conditions  now  realize  that  the  public 
must  comprehend  the  seriousness  of  this  problem 
before  they  can  be  assured  of  the  needed  sup- 
port for  building  a  well-rounded  and  co-ordinated 
community  program  for  the  development  of  con- 
structive, wholesome  interests  in  youth  and  its 
needs. 

The  program  for  the  community  is  constructed 
in  such  a  manner  that  each  institution  in  the  com- 
munity is  a  part  of  a  system. 

In  the  home,  which  is  the  most  vital  institution 
of  the  community,  a  child  needs  affection,  secur- 
ity, and  opportunities  for  growth  and  develop- 
ment. 

In  the  public  schools  and  churches  the  goal  is  a 
spirit  of  complete  co-operation  in  the  care  of  the 
children.  The  policy  of  the  past  has  been  to  think 
of  the  child  only  in  terms  of  the  classroom  or 


Sunday  morning  service.  Now  an  effort  is  being 
made  to  teach  and  guide  the  child  in  terms  of  his 
whole  environment. 

Beyond  the  home,  the  school,  and  the  church 
lies  another  world.  When  the  school  day  is  over, 
the  child's  leisure  time  begins.  Do  we  care  what 
he  learns,  where  he  spends  his  time,  with  whom 
he  associates,  what  habits  he  is  forming?  The  loud- 
est answer  that  America  has  given  is  no.  We  cast 
him  aside  as  driftwood  to  follow  the  tides  of 
chance.  We  applaud  the  police  officers  who  discov- 
er a  child  committing  a  wrong,  but  what  does  the 
community  do  to  offer  a  more  wholesome  avenue 
of  diversion  for  the  child?  These  institutions,  in 
co-operation  with  the  municipal  government, 
should  provide,  through  recreation,  proper  guid- 
ance during  the  child's  leisure  time  so  that  he  will 
not  have  the  heart  nor  the  mind  to  do  a  wrongful 
act.  "Public  recreation  is  the  most  powerful  in- 
fluence for  good  that  has  yet  been  offered,"  de- 
clared Harry  S.  Waldmar  as  he  addressed  the  New 
Jersey  State  League  of  Municipalities. 

Because  of  the  failings  of  these  institutions  we 
hear  the  cry  of  what  I  prefer  to  call  "special  cases," 
boys  and  girls  who  are  being  harbored  in  our  jails. 
I  realize  that  we  do  not  usually  call  them  jails;  we 
prefer  to  call  them  detention  homes,  but  Profes- 
sor Frank  W.  Hoffer  of  the  University  of  Virginia 
insists  that  our  so-called  detention  homes  usually 
become  juvenile  jails. 

"But,"  we  ask,  "what  is  wrong  with  that?" 
Again  may  I  quote  from  Professor  Hoffer:  "It  is 
generally  held  that  the  jail  experience  for  children 
does  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  health,  personality,. 
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and  the  reputation  of  those  confined  in  them. 
Time  spent  in  jail  seldom  renders  the  juvenile  less 
likely,  but  even  more  likely,  to  commit  future  of- 
fenses." 

It  has  been  stated  that  85%  of  the  boys  dis- 
charged from  the  Illinois  reformatories  could  hold 
an  alumni  reunion  at  the  state  prison  within  four 
years.  There  is  only  one  answer  if  we  are  going 
to  help  our  morally  sick  boys  and  girls.  We  must 
reform  our  reformatories. 

This  can  only  be  brought  about  by  placing  men 
in  charge  who  are  scientifically  trained  and  who 
recognize  that  criminals  are  made,  not  born;  who 
realize  that  there  is  a  cause  behind  every  crime. 
They  must  see,  as  does  Father  E.  J.  Flanagan  of 
Nebraska,  that  "no  boy,  no  person  wants  to  be  bad, 
and  that  kindness  and  love  will  open  the  heart  of 
any  boy,  solve  any  problem." 

Father  Flanagan,  a  man  "whose  heart  was  big- 
ger than  the  law  allows,"  founded  a  township 
twenty-one  years  ago  known  as  Boys  Town.  He 
believed  that  boys  are  capable  of  governing  them- 
selves if  they  have  a  chance  to  learn  how.  He 
believed  that  faith  and  confidence  in  boys  was  the 
best  and  only  policy. 

Since  its  founding  Boys  Town  has  been  oper- 
ated as  a  democratic  co-operative  home  in  which 
all  the  boys  have  a  voice. 

The  township  is  recognized  by  the  State  Legis- 
lature as  a  legally  incorporated  town  composed 
entirely  of  boys  with  ages  from  six  to  eighteen. 

Governor  Arthur  J.  Weaver  recently  declared, 
"It  is  the  best  governed  town  in  the  state." 

The  township  is  governed  entirely  by  the  duly 
elected  council,  consisting  of  a  mayor  and  six  com- 
missioners, with  Father  Flanagan  as  their  will- 
ing adviser,  when  his  counsel  is  sought.    And  the 


Perfect  Peace 

BY  JOHN  NOWLAN 

O  weary,  downcast,  troubled  soul  .  .  . 

Despondent  and  depressed, 

Though  waves  of  trouble  o'er  thee  roll, 

God  knoweth  what  is  best. 

The  truth  the  ancient  people  spoke 

Forever  true  shall  be: 
"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace 

Whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee." 

The  winds  may  toss  the  ocean  wave. 

Beneath  are  waters  still. 

The  elements  do  nothing  save 

To  work  his  sovereign  will. 

Though  others  trust  in  gold  or  fame, 

This  be  thy  only  plea: 
"Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace 

Whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee." 


wise  priest  writes  that  he  has  not  found  a  situation 
arising  when  he  felt  his  intervention  was  neces- 
sary. 

There  is  hardly  any  comparison  in  the  effective- 
ness of  this  institution  and  other  so-called  juvenile 
agencies.  In  the  past  twenty-one  years  more  than 
4,500  boys — boys  deserted,  boys  abandoned,  boys 
homeless  and  destitute — have  passed  through  that 
institution  and  not  one  is  known  to  have  ever 
been  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  or  jail.  There 
are  two  reasons  why  this  is  true.  First,  the  train- 
ing of  these  boys  is  based  on  true  democracy  and 
constitutional  government  in  true  Americanism. 
Secondly,  no  boy  leaves  Boys  Town  until  he  is 
adopted  or  has  a  job  in  which  he  is  assured  of  so- 
cial security  and  an  opportunity  to  make  good. 

J.  Edgar  Hoover  declared,  "If  Boys  Town  were 
financially  able  to  care  for  all  of  the  boys  who  need 
its  help,  crime  would  be  dealt  one  of  the  most 
crushing  and  effective  blows  I  can  imagine." 

If  we  are  to  eliminate  juvenile  delinquency  from 
our  society  we  must  give  guidance  to  our  youth 
and  teach  them  the  fine  art  of  good  citizenship. 

The  best  insurance  for  the  future  of  America 
and  the  American  way  of  living  is  the  adequate 
care  and  training  of  American  youth.  The  guid- 
ance of  the  youth  today  determines  the  America 
of  tomorrow. 

Hopewell,  Va. 


Greenville,  III. 


Our  Religion  and  Philosophy 

(Continued  From  Page  9) 

unto  you  than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto 
you,  let  him  be  accursed." 

We  believe,  and  we  think  that  many  others  be- 
lieve, that  there  is  much  of  "another  gospel" 
preached.  When  we  hear  it  so  preached  do  we 
feel  to  say  of  the  one  preaching  it,  "Let  him  be  ac- 
cursed"? It  is  not  for  us  to  say  this,  for  God  is 
the  judge,  and  we  are  not  to  condemn,  lest  we  be 
condemned.  But  we  are  not  to  bid  any  such 
preachers  Godspeed.  John,  in  his  Second  Epistle, 
makes  this  very  clear:  "If  there  come  any  unto 
you,  and  bring  not  this  doctrine,  receive  him  not 
into  your  house;  neither  bid  him  God  speed:  for  he 
that  biddeth  him  God  speed  is  partaker  of  his  evil 
deeds." 

The  Christian  philosophy  is  the  best;  it  came 
from  God;  its  promises  are  sure;  he  will  never 
break  his  promise  when  the  conditions  of  it  are 
fulfilled.  It  must  be  ever  borne  in  mind  that  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of 
God  man  must  live.  We  cannot  obey  in  part  and 
disobey  in  part. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 
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Men  Wanted 

By   Harl  Russell,  President   Council   of  Men's  Work 

There  is  a  big  job  ahead  in  November  for  real  men. 
Only  interested  men  who  are  looking  for  a  worth-while 
job  need  apply.  That  kind  of  men  (there  must  be 
thousands  of  them  in  our  brotherhood)  will  be  ready  for 
the  opportunity  to  accept  the  job  and  to  get  busy. 

Of  course  you  all  know  that  the  job  is  the  sponsorship 
of  the  Thanksgiving  Home  Mission  Offering.  With  sev- 
eral years  of  experience  at  this  annual  project,  the  men 
will  quickly  adapt  themselves  to  some  suggestions  for 
making  this  offering  the  biggest  in  our  history. 

The  plans  for  the  job  are  easily  understood. 

First:  In  September  or  October,  a  committee  of  from 
three  to  five  men  should  be  chosen  in  your  local  con- 
gregation to  plan  to  sponsor  the  offering  and  to  see  that 
all  is  carried  through  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

Second:  Materials  should  be  secured  from  Elgin  after 
consultation  with  your  minister  and  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  to  avoid  sending  duplicate  orders. 
Again  this  year,  the  "turkey"  envelopes  will  be  sup- 
plied. Last  year  a  number  of  speakers  "played-up" 
very  fittingly  the  idea  of  "stuffing"  the  "turkey"  en- 
velopes as  a  proper  act  during  the  November  season  of 
thanksgiving. 

Third:  Be  sure  to  arrange  with  the  superintendent  of 
your  church  school  to  give  a  preoffering  talk,  using  the 
outline  that  will  be  furnished  him  from  Elgin.  His  talk 
is  to  be  given  one  week  before  the  offering  is  taken. 

Fourth:  Have  "Minute  Men"  selected — one  for  each 
class  in  the  senior  department.  Each  man  is  to  go  to  a 
class  following  the  superintendent's  talk.  There  he  will 
take  just  a  minute  to  hand  out  an  interesting  home  mis- 
sion leaflet,  as  well  as  "turkey"  offering  envelopes.  A 
few  words  of  encouragement  and  appreciation  can  be 
given  by  each  "Minute  Man." 


C.  E.  RESSER  G.   A.   Cassel  C.  M.   CULP 

Second  Vice-President  Third   Vice-President    Recording  Secretary- 
Washington,    D.    C.  Ashland,     Ohio  Treasurer 

Elgin,  111. 

Fifth:  Wherever  the  pulpit  program  will  permit,  the 
men  should  present  a  program  during  the  morning 
preaching  hour.  Helpful  suggestions  for  this  program 
may  also  be  secured  from  Elgin. 

Sixth:  The  committee  should  make  careful  note  of 
those  families  and  individuals  who  were  not  in  the  serv- 
ice to  hear  the  program  and  to  receive  the  leaflets  and 
offering  envelopes.  Teams  of  men  should  then  be  as- 
signed these  members  for  a  personal  visitation  in  order 
that  they  too  may  know  of  the  offering  and  receive  en~ 


The  Church  at  Work  This  Week 

By  R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary 
The  Church  at  Work  section  of  this  number 
of  the  Messenger  has  been  dedicated  to  men's 
work.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  projects  and  work 
here  recorded  will  serve  as  a  challenge  to  men 
everywhere  to  do  greater  things  for  the  king- 
dom. There  is  a  "contagion  in  good  work."  It 
will  be  of  interest  to  see  how  the  contagion  af- 
fects the  men  of  your  local  church  and  district. 
In  compiling  this  material  we  have  attempted 
to  collect  news  from  large  churches  and  from 
small.  We  have  recorded  a  number  of  different 
types  of  projects,  and  have  shown  Men's  Work 
in  action  in  the  local  church,  in  the  district  and 
as  it  affects  the  individual.  It  is  our  hope  that 
some  little  part  of  these  reports  will  take  root 
in  every  local  congregation  of  our  brotherhood. 
Men's  work  is  growing.  The  men  of  the 
church  certainly  can  be  compared  to  a  sleeping 
giant  that  is  slowly  awakening  and  becoming 
conscious  of  his  great  strength.  Together  we 
are  challenged  to  the  mightiest  work  that  has 
ever  challenged  any  people.  We  dare  not  fail; 
we  will  not. 


JAMES  BREITIGAN     CHESTER    GEORGE 
Lititz,   Pa.  Gettysburg,   Ohio 


E.    M.    HERSCH 
Elgin.  111. 


ROSS   HEMINGER 
Wenatchee,   Wash. 


STANLEY    KEIM 
Nampa,   Idaho 


B.  F.  STAUFFER 
Rocky  Ford,  Colo.. 
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H.    V.    STUTZMAN 
Girard,  111. 


J.   N.   VIA 
Roanoke,   Va. 


rs 


CECIL    SMITH 
Stockton,    Calif. 


A.   G.  BREIDENSTTNE 
Hershey,   Pa. 


The  Council  of  Men's  Work  is  made  up  of 
seventeen  representative  men  drawn  from 
various  parts  of  the  brotherhood.  We  are 
sorry  not  to  have  a  picture  of  the  one  who 
lives  in  the  great  automobile  center  of  Ameri- 
ca— Bro.  M.  B.  Williams. 


velopes.  This  follow-up  work  can  yield  good  results  if 
it  is  promptly  and  intelligently  done. 

Seventh:  On  the  following  Sunday,  your  minister 
should  preach  an  appropriate  sermon  and  then  the  of- 
fering should  be  lifted. 

Enthusiasm  regarding  the  offering  can  be  generated 
also  if  the  children  of  the  junior  church  school  can  be 
enlisted  in  a  "turkey"  poster  contest.  Posters  should  be 
displayed  in  the  church  auditorium  and  classrooms  rath- 
er freely. 

We  know  these  seven  suggestions,  if  followed  by  the 
men  of  your  church,  will  do  much  to  help  your  church 
give  freely  so  that  mission  work  in  our  homeland  may 
go  forward. 

Of  course  you  have  men  who  want  to  do  this  job. 
Their  pay  will  be  forthcoming.  Here  it  will  be  in  peace 
of  mind  and  conscience  and  in  a  pleasant  sense  of  ac- 
complishment; in  the  world  to  come,  the  reward  awaits 
those  whose  deeds  are  recorded  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of 
Life.  _^« 

Men's  Work  at  Fredericksburg,  Iowa 

By   Edwin   Klotz,    Fredericksburg,    Iowa 

The  men  of  our  church  organized  in  January  of  1939 
and  laid  plans  for  regular  monthly  meetings.  Early  that 
spring  we  decided  to  rent  a  fifty-six-acre  farm  to  be 
worked  co-operatively  by  the  men,  the  proceeds  to  go 
to  the  men's  organization.  As  this  became  known  in 
our  community,  by  the  time  we  were  ready  to  plant 
several  men  who  sold  hybrid  corn  offered  to  donate 
corn  for  seed.  Also  one  man  offered  to  donate  a  certain 
amount  of  gasoline  for  the  tractors. 

When  the  day  arrived  to  plant,  all  came  with  tractors 
and  teams  and  implements  and  the  field  was  plowed 
and  planted  in  about  a  day  and  a  half.  The  crop  con- 
sisted of  hay,  soy  beans  and  corn. 

When  haying  time  arrived  we  met  at  the  farm  and 
put  up  the  hay  and  sold  it  by  the  load.  Part  of  the 
beans  was  cut  for  hay  and  sold  by  the  shock.  Later  in 
the  fall  the  balance  of  the  beans  were  combined  and  sold 
to  the  local  elevator.  The  corn  presented  more  of  a 
problem  because  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  crib.  By 
some  careful  planning  everything  was  made  ready  the 
day  before  and  the  men  met  at  about  eight  o'clock  and 
by  noon  a  very  fine  corn  crib  thirty-six  feet  long,  nine 
feet  high  and  seven  feet  wide  stood  ready  for  the  corn. 

This  being  accomplished,  two  days  of  hard  work 
mixed  with  a  lot  of  fun  and  some  good  meals  served  by 
the  ladies'  aid,  found  the  crib  bulging  with  1,000  bush- 
els of  good  corn. 

Each  year  has  been  about  the  same,  excepting  this 
year,  when  the  plowing  and  planting  were  all  done  in 
one  day.     Two  years  the  hay  was  cut  and  sold  by  the 


load,  but  because  of  a  heavy  hay  crop  in  the  community 
the  hay  was  left  standing  this  year  and  cut  for  timothy 
seed. 

Each  year  the  work  has  all  been  donated  and  during 
the  cultivating  season  each  took  his  turn  at  cultivating 
the  beans  and  corn.  Later  in  the  fall  all  turned  out  to 
harvest. 

For  us  a  men's  organization  has  served  two  purposes. 
It  has  been  the  means  of  raising  some  extra  money  with 
which  we  were  able  to  make  some  needed  improve- 
ments and  repairs  on  our  church  property.  Then  it  has 
served  to  provide  an  opportunity  for  co-operation  and 
fellowship. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  desirable  policy  for  work  with  an 
organization  like  ours  to  take  the  place  of  regular  church 
giving.  It  should  be  strictly  adhered  to  as  a  way  or 
means  for  getting  money  for  extras. 

During  the  past  nearly  three  years  our  men  have 
used  their  proceeds  for  some  of  the  following  things: 
to  install  a  furnace  and  dig  a  part  basement,  tile  the 
churchyard,  paint  the  church,  pay  part  of  the  camp  ex- 
penses for  intermediates,  while  at  the  present  time  they 
are  paying  rent  on  a  parsonage.  Of  course  there  were 
many  other  expenses  such  as  rent,  fuel,  seed,  fertilizer, 
combining,  and  cutting  beans. 


Eastern  Regional  Conference  Report  of  Men's  Work 

By  A.  G.  Breidenstine,  Hershey,  Pennsylvania 
The  men's  work  part  of  the  two-day  Regional  Con- 
ference held  at  Palmyra,  Pa.,  July  17  and  18,  marked  a 
high  point  for  the  discussion  of  men's  problems  for  the 
Eastern  Region.  On  July  17,  a  fifteen-minute  address 
was  given  by  A.  G.  Breidenstine  indicating  the  direction 
men's  work  should  take  for  the  coming  year.  He  out- 
lined the  various  projects  as  decided  upon  by  the  An- 
nual Conference  and  gave  brief  remarks  concerning  each 
project.  During  the  forenoon  of  July  18,  a  more  de- 
tailed discussion  was  given  by  a  panel  composed  of  six 
participants. 

For  the  opening  of  the  panel  discussion,  the  men  were 
thankful  to  D.  D.  Funderburg  for  his  most  stimulating 
remarks.  He  stressed  the  point  that  God  should  be 
placed  at  the  center  of  all  of  our  activities,  whether  so- 
cial, economic,  political,  educational,  recreational,  or 
otherwise.  It  was  his  conviction  that  if  God  were  ac- 
tually taken  into  family  life,  the  parents  would  have 
more  concern  for  the  youth  of  today.  His  very  practical 
suggestion  was:  "Fill  the  refrigerator  with  good  whole- 
some things  to  eat  and  to  drink;  let  the  young  people 
enjoy  their  homes,  and  then  they'll  not  need  to  go  to 
Jake's  place  for  a  hamburger  and  a  coke." 

The  first  scheduled  speaker  on  the  panel  was  Calvin 
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Bowman  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  representing  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  district.  He  spoke  interestingly  on  fa- 
ther-son relationships.  It  was  his  observation  that  if 
the  son  is  a  "chip  off  the  old  block"  much  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  "old  block."  He  would  suggest  that 
son  and  dad  be  real  pals.  Let  them  work,  play,  and  fel- 
lowship together  so  that  in  a  time  of  crisis  for  either, 
both  may  be  mutually  helpful  to  each  other.  He'd  say: 
"Dad,  watch  your  steps;  your  son  is  most  likely  follow- 
ing in  them." 

D.  K.  Hanawalt  of  Oaks,  Pa.,  represented  the  men  of 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania.  He  spoke,  out  of  a  rich  ex- 
perience, on  the  project  of  church  attendance.  Accord- 
ing to  his  views,  we  should  not  seek  for  numbers  but  ac- 
tually find  the  nonchurched  and  invite  them  to  become 
worshipers.  A  church  attendance  campaign  should  al- 
ways be  a  worship  crusade.  This  is  not  a  task  for  any 
one  denomination,  hence  the  various  Protestant  de- 
nominations should  co-ordinate  their  efforts  in  this  task. 
He  discovered  that  it  is  not  enough  to  get  someone  to 
attend;  it  is  usually  necessary  to  keep  on  urging  attend- 
ance until  it  again  becomes  habitual. 

The  objective  of  100%  Messenger  subscriptions  was 
ably  discussed  by  Earl  C.  Brubaker  of  Lancaster,  Route 
1,  who  represented  the  men  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
district.  He  thinks  that  with  little  effort  and  some  good 
administration,  the  men  of  any  congregation  could  get 
-the  Messenger  to  young  couples  who  are  as  yet  not  es- 
tablished in  the  church,  and  yet  have  a  Brethren  back- 
ground. The  final  stage  of  any  campaign  such  as  he  de- 
scribed should  end  in  placing  the  Messenger  subscrip- 
tions in  the  church  budget.  Such  a  budgetary  expense 
can  then  be  met  by  a  special  envelope  offering  on  a 
Sunday  designated  as  Messenger  Sunday. 

The  fourth  speaker  on  the  panel  was  Robert  H.  Moh- 
ler  of  Everett,  Pa.,  who  spoke  for  the  men  of  the  Middle 
Pennsylvania  district.  He  very  cleverly  upheld  the 
need  of  home  missions  and  of  a  men's  home  mission 
offering.  Significantly  enough,  he  was  once  a  small  son 
of  a  minister  who  was  supported  by  home  mission  funds. 
He  recognized  even  then  that  giving  churches  are  living 
churches.  If  we  believe  that  Brethrenism  has  a  special 
message  for  the  world  today,  then  we  should  assist 
small,  struggling  churches  so  that  the  message  that  once 
came  to  us  may  also  come  to  many  others.  He  sug- 
gested that  next  Thanksgiving  while  we  are  happily  en- 
joying the  fellowship  of  large  congregations,  we  should 


The  Camp  Mack 
Auditorium  Project 

.The  Camp  Mack  auditorium  project  was 
sponsored  by  the  men  of  the  North  and  Middle 
Districts  of  Indiana.  It  was  started  in  1932  and 
was  completed  in  1940.  The  work  progressed 
somewhat  as  follows:  Steel  structure,  1938; 
building  erected,  1939;  platform  and  seats  built, 
1940;  dedicated  June  2,  1940.  The  auditori- 
um is  named  in  honor  of  James  Quinter  and 
R.  H.  Miller,  Sr.  The  appraised  valuation  is 
$40,000;  actual  cost  $10,779.27;  size  of  build- 
ing 80' x  160'  with  two  wings  16'x32';  seating 
capacity   2,000. 


also  be  mindful  of  those  in  the  home  mission  field  who 
need  our  aid. 

The  last  speaker  on  the  panel  was  Edward  K.  Ziegler 
of  York,  Pa.  He  represented  the  men  of  the  Southern 
Pennsylvania  district.  His  discussion  on  personal  evan- 
gelism will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  heard 
him.  He  suggested  that  the  period  of  spectacular  evan- 
gelism is  probably  on  its  way  out  only  to  be  replaced  by 
the  two-by-two  method  so  effectively  used  by  Jesus 
himself.  Probably  the  time  has  come  when  we  should 
carry  evangelism  through  the  teaching  program  of  the 
Sunday  school,  and  perhaps  it's  about  time  that  we 
stress  family  evangelism.  Why  not  again  have  a  "whole 
house"  turn  to  God? 

After  a  three-hour  discussion  with  panel  leaders  giv- 
ing first  a  short  presentation,  followed  later  by  discus- 
sion from  the  floor,  a  partial  summary  was  given  by  the 
chairman.  At  the  very  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  and 
as  a  blessed  benediction,  we  received  the  wise  counsel  of 
Elder  G.  N.  Falkenstein.  He  reminded  us  that  laymen 
are  the  stabilizing  cross  section  of  the  entire  brother- 
hood. To  his  regret,  pastors  come  and  pastors  go  (often 
go  too  quickly  to  please  him)  while  the  consecrated  lay- 
men are  left  to  yield  the  spiritual  force  which  makes  for 
a  strong  and  continued  existence  of  our  beloved  broth- 
erhood. 

The  meeting  was  a  real  spiritual  feast  and  its  conse- 
quences should  become  evident  throughout  the  entire 
Eastern  Region.  The  program  was  planned  by  the 
Council  of  Men's  Work  from  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  J. 
H.  Breitigan  served  as  chairman  of  the  meeting,  the 
writer  served  as  director  of  the  panel  and  J.  W.  Ketter- 
ing served  as  secretary. 


Personal  Evangelism 

By  Cecil  Smith,  Stockton,  California 
In  the  present  distressed  condition  of  the  world,  can 
men  who  say  they  are  Christians  continue  to  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  need  of  the  hour?  That  need  is  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  code  of  living.  The  invitation  to  join 
him  in  his  campaign  for  abundant  living  issues  from 
him.  Jesus  applies  no  force  or  argument  to  persuade 
acceptance  of  this  invitation.  He  awaits  the  voluntary 
action  of  individual  men  because  they  can  find  no  other 
values  so  attractive,  so  satisfying,  and  so  useful  for  the 
general  good  of  mankind. 

We  are  Christ's  witnesses!     We  are  his  messengers! 
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God's  kingdom  will  grow  in  proportion  to  the  earnest- 
ness and  extent  of  our  witnessing.  True  religion  is  this 
— the  Christian  heart  dictating  the  action  of  an  indi- 
vidual toward  his  fellow  men.  Therefore  our  Christi- 
anity must  be  expressed  not  only  in  living  a  life  that 
is  as  (nearly  as  possible  blameless,  but  in  seeking  to 
bring  our  fellow  men  to  a  closer  walk  with  God.  Here- 
in lies  the  key  to  successful  personal  evangelism — that 
we,  individually,  become  completely  sold  on  our  Savior 
and  his  plan  of  salvation.  Then  and  then  only  can  we 
men,  with  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  reach  the  high- 
est point  of  efficiency  in  soul  winning. 


The  Dinwittie  Family  Get  More  Than 
a  New  House 

By  James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kansas 
Churchmen  may  do  more  good  than  they  think  by 
tackling  some  very  ordinary  things.  The  Wichita  Hous- 
ing Project  has  shown  the  truth  of  this.  Mr.  Ralph  Din- 
wittie was  just  a  common  part-time  helper  around  a 
lumber  yard  here  in  the  city  of  Wichita.  He  was  dis- 
couraged and  scarcely  made  enough  to  live.  Then  one 
day  he  saw  the  Angell  family  move  out  of  a  rather  for- 
lorn-looking house  into  a  new  house  provided  for  them 
through  the  housing  project.  The  lumber  and  materials 
had  been  purchased  from  the  yard  where  he  worked. 
His  question  was,  "Could  I  have  a  house  like  that?"  The 
answer  was  that  he  could  if  he  could  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  committee.  The  result  was  that  after 
helping  build  his  own  house  he  secured  a  job  as  a  car- 
penter helper,  and  is  now  drawing  one  hundred  fifty 
dollars  a  month.  He  is  paying  fifty  dollars  a  month  to- 
ward his  obligation  instead  of  six  as  agreed.  He  is  plan- 
ning to  build  an  addition  to  his  house  which  will  make 
it  a  splendid  six-room  cottage.  He  will  do  this  as  soon 
as  the  first  obligation  is  paid.  He  is  now  giving  some 
of  his  time  to  the  work  camp  housing  project  out  of  ap- 
preciation for  what  it  all  has  meant  to  him  and  his  fam- 

*y-  ^ 

ADULT   DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

How  to  Improve  the  Leaders  of  the  Church  School 

Scripture:     2  Tim.  2:15 
Sunday,  October  12,  1941 

1.  What  plan  does  your  church  use  to  improve  the 
leaders  of  the  church  school? 

2.  Is  there  any  thought  given  in  your  church  to  dis- 
cover and  train  adolescents  and  young  people  with  lead- 
ership qualifications? 

3.  Do  you  have  a  system  of  apprentices  or  assistants 
whereby  the  inexperienced  may  get  training  and  prepa- 
ration for  major  responsibility? 

4.  Does  your  Sunday  school  have  a  workers'  confer- 
ence which  meets  regularly  to  think  together  about  im- 
proving the  work?     If  not,  why  not? 

5.  Do  your  teachers  and  officers  attend  teacher  train- 
ing classes?    Conferences?    Camps?    Colleges? 

6.  Do  your  teachers  read  religious  educational  maga- 
zines and  books?  Do  you  have  a  library?  Do  you  use 
the  Elgin  Loan  Library? 

7.  Do  you  have  a  local  church  workers'  retreat  where 
leaders  get  better  acquainted  with  each  other  and  their 
particular  jobs? 

8.  Do  your  teachers  visit  other  classes  and  Sunday 
schools  for  the  purpose  of  growth? 


A  Project  in  Co-operation 

In  the  picture  the  house  at  the  top  is  the  one  the  Angells 
moved  from,  the  middle  one  the  new  home  the  Angells  moved 
into.  The  lower  building  is  the  Ralph  Dinwittie  home.  See 
story  in  left  hand  column. 

The  first  two  houses  of  the  Wichita  Housing  Project  were  built 
by  the  co-operative  labor  of  men  from  the  three  Historic  Peace 
Churches.  Considerable  of  the  leadership  for  this  project  is  to 
be  credited  to  Bro.  Ernest  Shively,  who  was  pastor  of  the  West 
Wichita  church,  but  who  is  now  leading  the  work  camp.  Groups 
of  men  spent  evenings,  and  others  worked  singly  and  in  pairs 
Saturday  afternoons,  until  the  projects  were  finished.  Some  help 
came  also  from  the  community  center.  The  Mennonites  and  Breth- 
ren have  made  the  greatest  contribution  to  the  labor  of  the  project. 

These  houses  are  a  vital  testimony  to  what  may  be  done  in 
other  communities  where  men  of  vision  are  willing  to  make  those 
visions  a  reality.  There  is  scarcely  a  community  where  something 
like  this  cannot  be  done  for  someone  and  the  very  doing  does  two 
things:  it  creates  a  fellowship  in  the  group  doing  the  work  and 
affects  vitally  the  people  who  are  shown  the  kindness. — James 
H.  Elrod. 
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9.  Are  your  teachers  and  officers  installed  with  spe- 
cial consecration  services? 

10.  Do  you  plan  a  personal  religious  growth  for  each 
leader? 

11.  What  three  definite  steps  do  you  think  your  school 
should  take  towards  providing  more  adequately  for  the 
discovery,  the  enlistment,  the  growth  or  improvement, 
and  the  inspiration  of  its  leadership? 


With  Our  Schools 

(Continued  From  Page   17) 
dress  to  the  student  body  on  Sept.  10.    This  address  was 
an  interpretation  of  the  function  and  ideals  of  a  church 
college. 

Manchester  College  faculty  held  a  reception  for  Presi- 
dent and  Mrs.  Schwalm  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  4.  A 
large  group  was  present  to  welcome  and  extend  greet- 
ings to  our  president  and  his  wife  as  they  took  up  their 
work  in  this  new  field.  At  this  meeting  the  president 
read  a  paper  on  The  College  Faculty,  in  which  he  chal- 
lenged the  group  to  give  of  their  best  in  all  of  their 
teaching  activities. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Cordier  is  lecturing  extensively  this  fall, 
particularly  on  topics  relating  to  South  America.  At 
the  college,  in  addition  to  the  regular  courses,  he  is  of- 
fering a  lecture  course  on  Saturdays  on  Latin  American 
relations.  Dr.  Cordier  traveled  in  South  America  this 
summer  as  a  representative  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee.  They  visited  all  of  the  South  American 
countries  but  two,  contacting  the  missionaries  and  meet- 
ing a  variety  of  people  in  each  country. 

Religious  Emphasis  Week  will  be  observed  from  Nov. 
2  to  8.  President  Rufus  Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  will  give  the  opening  addresses  on  Sunday 
and  Monday.  He  will  be  followed  by  Albert  W.  Palmer, 
president  of  Chicago  Theological  Seminary,  who  will 
give  lectures  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday. 
On  Friday,  November  7,  an  educational  conference  is  be- 
ing planned  on  the  various  aspects  of  higher  education, 
especially  as  it  relates  to  the  Christian  college.  The 
week  will  close  on  Saturday  with  the  inaugural  services 
for  the  new  president. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The  Narrow  Mind 

Whether  they  said  it  or  not,  the  people  are  still  here 
whose  motto  St.  Paul  referred  to  when  he  quoted,  "Let 
us  eat,  drink  and  be  merry  for  tomorrow  we  die!"  These 
people  have  a  pitifully  narrow  vision  of  life  and  a 
shameful  lack  of  appreciation  of  God's  goodness.  They 
are  satisfied  with  that  which  has  been  granted  to  the 
lowest  of  the  beasts.  Thank  God  there  are  also  still 
with  us  those  who  rise  to  Paul's  wide  outlook,  "I  reckon 
that  the  sufferings  of  the  present  time  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed 
in  us"  (Rom.  8:18).  God  has  given  us  more  and  higher 
gifts  than  all  that  he  gave  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
We  have  learned  from  our  heavenly  Father's  own  as- 
surance that  there  is  awaiting  us  a  life  after  death,  a 
life  more  glorious  than  human  language  can  describe. 
Some  ask  many  questions  about  that  life,  some  allow 
doubts  t®  trouble  them,  but  we  know  whom  we  have 
believed  and  we  are  sure  that  the  Creator  of  heaven 
and  earth  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all 
that  we  ask  or  think.    God  has  relieved  us  of  the  nar- 


row vision  of  the  unbeliever  and  given  us  the  present 
joy  of  looking  forward  to  the  best  yet  to  come,  when  at 
his  right  hand  we  shall  have  fullness  of  joy  and  pleas- 
ure forevermore. 

Independence,  Kans.  W.  E.  Burroughs. 


Elder  Benj.  K.  Hottel 

Elder  Benj.  K.  Hottel  celebrated  his  ninety-first  birth- 
day last  May  22.  The  church  gave  a  special  program  in 
his  honor  and  presented  him  with  gifts. 

Bro.  Hottel  was  born  and  reared  in  Bucks  County, 

Pennsylvania.  Early  in 
life  Bro.  Hottel  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  the 
Springfield  congregation  in 
which  he  served  faith- 
fully continually.  He  saw 
this  church  from  the  be- 
ginning as  his  parents 
donated  the  land  for  the 
church  site  when  he  was 
but  a  boy.  In  his  youth 
he  accepted  the  ministry 
and  later  was  advanced  to 
the  eldership. 

He  owned  and  operated 
many  lumber  mills  until 
his  retirement.  To  give  an 
adequate  record  of  his  life  would  be  impossible.  Only 
God  in  heaven  knows  of  the  influence  and  power  of  his 
life;  the  many  words  of  encouragement  and  comfort  he 
has  given  to  the  fallen;  the  helpful  and  heartfelt  words 
of  sympathy  he  has  given  to  the  sorrowing.  Of  the  kind 
admonitions  he  has  given  to  the  saints  of  God  in  his 
active  ministry,  only  eternity  will  reveal. 

Bro.  Hottel  is  in  good  health  and  enjoys  attending  all 
church  services  regularly.  He  appreciates  the  visits  of 
his  friends  and  relatives. 

A  former  member,   S.   S.   Lint,   wrote   the   following 

^  '         So  many  years  have  passed  away 

Since  you,  a  babe,  were  born; 
Your   life   has  been   so   nobly   spent 
Since  that  first  early  morn. 

Your  boyhood  spent  in  Sunday  school 
And  church  has  had  a  part 
In  teaching  you  just  how  to  live, 
And  give  to  God  your  heart. 

Your  youthful  days  were  actively 
Engaged,  but  not  in  school; 
Your  guide  for  life  was  nature's  book, 
And  Christ's  own  Golden  Rule. 

How  well  you've  lived  all  through  your  life, 

Until  you're  near  the  end! 

Is  said  by  all,  "Commendable," 

Alike  by  foe  and  friend. 

The  church  in  which  you  labored  long 
As  leader,  elder,  guide, 
Has  been  for  years   a   monument 
To  those  well  satisfied. 

Within  our  hearts  we  cherish   that 
Which  makes  you  for  a  crown, 
And  there  your  deeds  are  valued  more 
Than  writ  on  costly  stone. 

While  many  dark  clouds  crossed  your  way 
With  storm's  severest  power, 
Your  life's  foundation  is  the  Rock 
That  could  withstand  the  shower. 
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How  comforting  it  is  to  know 
How  you  have  led  us  on, 
And   how  your  influence   shall  glow 
In  many  a  shining  crown. 

So  when  your  days  have  been  fulfilled 
In    God's    eternal   plan, 

All  heads  shall  bow,  and  praise  the  Lord, 
For  such  a  useful  man. 

Now  at  this  time  another  year 
Is  added   to  your  score, 
A   happy   birthday   wish   for   you. 
And  hope  for  many  more. 

Miriam  K. 


Quakertown,  Pa. 


Steely. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Brubaker-Hanes.— Aug.  23,  1941,  at  the  La  Verne  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Carroll  Harper  Brubaker  of  Glendora,  Calif.,  and 
Agnes  Marie  Hanes  of  Baldwin  Park,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Early-Hawk. — By  the  undersigned  at  his  home.  Sept.  5,  1941, 
Richard  Samuel  Early  and  Lena  Bell  Hawk,  both  of  Lima,  Ohio. 
— A.  L.  Coil,  St.  Marys,  Ohio. 

Fiscus-Kreitzer. — At  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Richmond, 
Ind.,  Aug.  24.  1941,  Merrill  Fiscus  of  Sumner,  111.,  and  Ina  Mae 
Kreitzer  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — E.  O.  Norris, 
Richmond,   Ind. 

Frederick-Kendall. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Milledgeville 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  1,  1941,  Wendell  Frederick  of 
Nappanee,  Ind.,  and  Urla  Jeanne  Kendall  of  Milledgeville,  111. — 
W.  E.  Kendall,  Milledgeville,  111. 

Karai-Long.— Erich  W.  Karat  of  Wheaton,  111.,  and  Ruth  D. 
Long,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  Bethel 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Naperville,  111.,  Sept.  7,  1941.— Galen  B. 
Ogden,   Naperville,    111. 

Smiih-Shively.— Sept.  4,  1941,  at  the  Covina  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Perry  J.  Smith  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  and  Mary  Gene- 
vieve Shively  of  Covina,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — D.  W. 
Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Turner-Harris. — Robert  Glen  Turner  of  American  Falls,  Idaho, 
and  Viola  May  Harris  of  Swink,  Colo.,  at  the  Rocky  Ford 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  24,  1941. — Oliver  H.  Austin,  Denver, 
Colo. 

Valiant-Gunther. — In  the  Long  Green  Valley  church,  Robert 
C.  Valiant  and  Margaret  L.  Gunther,  July  26,  1941,  by  the 
undersigned. — J.    M.    Prigel,    Gittings,    Md. 

Wallis-Dayhoof. — Aug.  20,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
brother,  Melvin  Wallis  and  Theresa  Dayhoof,  both  of  near  Bel 
Air,  Md.,  by   the   undersigned.- — J.   M.   Prigel,   Gittings,   Md. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Cutsail,  Mary,  widow  of  Noah  E.  Cutsail,  died  Aug.  3,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Littlestown  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Brown 
Stine  and  was  a  member  of  the  Piney  Creek  Church  of  the 
Brethren  near  Taneytown.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death 
nine  years  ago  last  May.  Surviving  are  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  twelve  grandchildren,  thirteen  great-grandchildren, 
and  one  brother.  The  funeral  was  held  on  Aug.  6  at  the  funeral 
home  of  J.  W.  Little.  Further  services  were  held  in  the  Piney 
Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Eld.  Walter  Thomas  officiated, 
assisted  by  Brethren  Silas  Utz  and  Birnie  Bowers.  Interment 
was  made  in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Taneytown.  She  united 
with  the  church  about  two  years  ago  and  enjoyed  coming  to 
church  when  she  could. — Vergie  A.  Bowers,  Taneytown,  Md. 

Dillman,  Mary  Phoebe,  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  Aug. 
14,  1860,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  McKnight  Mc- 
Quire,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  She  was  married 
to  Joseph  Dillman  in  1881.  He  died  in  1922.  She  lived  in  Miami 
County  all  her  life  and  was  a  member  of  the  Mexico  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  seven  children  and  two  half- 
sisters.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Walter  Bals- 
baugh.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Greenlawn  cemetery  at 
Mexico. — Mrs.    Ernest    Fisher,    Mexico,    Ind. 

Douglas,  Charles,  died  Aug.  25,  1941,  in  Mexico  following  an 
illness  of  two  years.  He  was  born  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  May  20, 
1863,  and  was  one  of  fourteen  children  of  William  and  Rosanna 
Douglas.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mattie  Conn  on  Dec. 
26,  1888.  He  was  a  grandson  of  a  Revolutionary  War  veteran 
and   a  member   of  the   Church   of  the   Brethren.     Surviving   are 


his  wife,  two  children,  and  five  grandchildren.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  at  the  Mexico  church  with  Brethren  Frank 
Fisher,  Walter  Balsbaugh,  Harley  Fisher  and  L.  E.  Ockerman 
officiating. — Mrs.   Ernest  Fisher,   Mexico,   Ind. 

Dubes,  Henry  L.,  was  born  at  Astoria,  111.,  Nov.  27,  1862,  and 
passed  from  this  life  at  his  home  in  Decatur,  111.,  July  27,  1941. 
He  leaves  his  wife,  two  daughters,  one  brother  and  one  half 
sister,  besides  numerous  other  relatives.  Bro.  Dubes  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  During 
quite  a  long  period  he  served  in  the  ministry.  He  loved  to 
preach  the  gospel.  He  was  a  good  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school, 
and  he  was  interested  in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  church. 
He  was  married  in  1882  to  Sevilla  Mummert.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  spent  in  Iowa  and  two  years  in  Oregon,  his 
life  was  lived  in  the  vicinity  of  Astoria  and  in  Decatur.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1931.  Later  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Rosa  Dubes,  who  survives.  Bro.  Dubes  was  a  schoolteacher 
over  a  period  of  years.  He  was  a  master  mechanic.  He  •was 
an  employee  of  the  A.  E.  Staley  manufacturing  company  most 
of  the  time  since  its  founding,  where  he  rose  to  the  position  of 
night  superintendent,  which  he  filled  for  many  years.  He  has 
also  done  much  traveling.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  undersigned,  his  pastor.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Deca- 
ture  mausoleum. — John   B.   Wieand,   Decatur,   111. 

Ecker,  Albert  Mehrle,  a  well-known  resident  of  Thurmont, 
died  Aug.  3,  1941,  at  the  Frederick  City  hospital  of  streptococci 
virus  infection.  He  had  been  a  patient  at  the  hospital  and 
seriously  ill  for  two  weeks,  and  had  been  in  ill  health  since 
March.  He  was  forty-four  years  of  age.  He  was  the  son  of 
ex-judge  Albert  W.  and  the  late  Jennie  Dougherty  Ecker,  and 
is  survived  by  his  wife  and  six  children,  besides  his  parents  and 
a  half  brother,  all  members  of  the  church.  He  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  his  early  youth,  while  attending  school 
at  Blue  Ridge  College.  He  was  active  in  church  work  and  will 
be  greatly  missed,  having  served  as  church  clerk  and  on  the 
ministerial  board.  He  was  active  in  business,  having  been  at 
one  time  associated  with  his  father  in  the  milling  business.  He 
was  also  clerk  to  the  county  commissioners  for  four  years,  in 
which  office,  by  his  kind  and  genial  manner,  he  gained  a  host 
of  friends.  His  early  departure  has  caused  a  great  loss  to  his 
family,  the  church  and  community.  The  many  floral  emblems 
were  a  token  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in  the 
community.  Funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  Ray  Kurtz, 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Thurmont,  assisted  by  Elders  William 
Kinsey  and  Elmer  Schildt.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Mountain 
View  cemetery. — Ray  A.  Kurtz,   Thurmont,  Md. 

Fike,  Ada  Beachy,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Mary  Beachy, 
was  born  near  Bittinger,  Md.,  June  6,  1874,  and  departed  this  life 
Aug.  18,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Amelius  Fike  on 
Sept.  8,  1906.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  nearly  fifty  years.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss 
her  husband,  three  children,  four  stepchildren,  and  seven  grand- 
children; also  one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Maple  Spring  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
Bro.  D.  B.  Spaid,  assisted  by  the  writer. — Ezra  Fike,  Eglon,  W. 
Va. 

Frye,  Daniel  B.,  was  born  Sept.  26,  1861,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  the  last  of  ten  children,  four 
brothers  and  five  sisters  having  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  his  late  home  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Geary. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Maple  Spring  church  cemetery. — Mrs. 
J.  M.  Geary,  Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Gibble,  Lizzie  L.,  wife  of  John  D.  Gibble,  was  born  Dec.  30, 
1867,  and  died  at  her  home  near  Lebanon  July  17,  1941.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  two  sons, 
one  brother,  two  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Midway  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Elders  S.  K.  Wenger  and  P.  H.  Sanger.  Interment 
was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Nora  L.  Zug,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Harmon,  Julia  Anne,  died  June  27,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  in  Marion,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Falling  Spring  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Surviving  are  seven  children,  thirty-one  grandchildren  and 
thirty  great-grandchildren.  Services  were  held  at  the  Browns 
Mill  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  charge  of  Brethren  Welty  Smith, 
Lowell  Gearhart  and  the  writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the  ad- 
joining  cemetery.- — S.    Omar   Nicarry,    Chambersburg,   Pa. 

Harvey,  H.  M.,  son  of  John  W.  and  Mary  C.  Harvey,  was  born 
in  western  Maryland  on  April  8,  1880,  and  passed  away  at  a 
local  hospital  on  Aug.  30,  1941.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Fairview 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Maryland  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  His 
keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  church  brought  him  into  the 
ministry,  being  ordained  by  the  Fairview  church  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one.  Bro.  Harvey  spent  many  years  in  school.  He  at- 
tended the  Salem  Academy  in  West  Virginia;  he  received  a 
degree  from  the  Maryland  Collegiate  Institute;  and  he  studied 
three  years  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  Following  his  sem- 
inary course  he  served  the  church  at  Curlew.  Iowa,  in  the  pas- 
torate for  a  short  while.  Then  he  went  to  Irricana,  Alta.,  Can- 
ada, were  he  was  married  to  Anna  Mary  Fouts.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children.  He  and  his  family  have  resided  at  La 
Verne,  Reedley,  and  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  Grants  Pass  and  Myrtle 
Point,  Oreg.  For  the  last  ten  years  Modesto,  Calif.,  has  been 
their  home.  Bro.  Harvey  had  been  in  poor  health  for  the  last 
several   years,    but   bore   his   pain    and    suffering   patiently.     We 
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shall  all  remember  his  undying  belief  in  Christ  and  the  church 
and  his  willingness  to  give  of  his  time  and  talents  lovingly  and 
freely.  Other  hands  must  now  take  up  the  tasks  that  he  has 
laid  down,  for  he  has  been  faithful  over  a  few  things  and  the 
Lord  has  made  him  ruler  over  many.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his 
departure  his  wife,  two  sons,  two  daughters,  eight  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  a  host  of  friends. — Paul  B.  Studebaker,  Modesto, 
Calif. 

Keltner,  Phoebe  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Nancy  Delp, 
was  born  Mar.  29,  1858,  in  Kent  Township.  111.,  and  passed  away 
July  12,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Henry  Keltner  on 
Mar.  29,  1885,  and  they  were  spared  to  each  other  for  a  period 
of  fifty-six  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  four  chil- 
dren, one  sister,  twelve  grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchil- 
dren. Mrs.  Keltner  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  remained  a  faithful  and  loyal 
member  for  sixty-eight  years.  She  revealed  all  through  life  a 
spirit  of  kindliness  which  endeared  her  to  her  many  friends. 
She  showed  a  deep  interest  in  her  church  and  her  family.  Fu- 
neral services,  held  at  the  home  and  at  the  Yellow  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  were  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  G. 
Gerdes,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Burton.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  Yellow  Creek  cemetery  near  Pearl  City.  111. — Galen  G. 
Gerdes,  Pearl  City.  HL 

Kindy,  Sadie  J.,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Amanda  J.  Zimmerman, 
was  born  near  Perrysville,  Ohio,  May  2,  1871,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Rosemead,  Calif..  Sept  2,  1941.  Death  came  suddenly, 
ending  a  long  period  of  illness  as  a  semi-invalid.  She  was  the 
fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  girls  and  four  boys.  Two  brothers  and 
two  sisters  preceded  her  in  death.  On  Oct.  13,  1892,  she  was 
■united  in  marriage  to  Clement  C.  Kindy.  Seven  sons  were 
bora  to  this  union,  all  of  whom,  with  her  husband,  survive  her. 
She  did  not  reckon  with  life  in  terms  of  what  she  could  get 
out  of  it,  but  what  she  could  give,  and  in  this  spirit  she  served 
-with  her  husband  in  the  ministry  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  ■were  conducted  in  the  Pasadena  Church  of  the  Brethren 
"by  Dr.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  and  the  writer.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  San  Gabriel  cemetery. — Grant  T.  McGuire.  Pasadena.  Calif. 

Koser,  Charles  C„  son  of  Jacob  and  Matilda  Koser,  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1869,  on  the  old  Koser  homestead  south  of  Pearl  City, 
111.,  and  passed  away  July  17.  1941.  at  his  home  near  the  place 
of  his  birth,  in  which  vicinity  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Keister  on  Sept.  28,  1892.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  two  daughters,  one  grandchild,  one  brother, 
three  sisters  and  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Mr.  Koser 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  May  22,  1941,  having 
attended  the  Brethren  Sunday-school  and  church  services  for 
the  greater  part  of  his  lifetime.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Yellow  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  conducted  by  his 
pastor,  the  undersigned.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Yellow 
Creek   cemetery. — Galen   G.   Gerdes,   Pearl   City,   HI. 

Laprade,  Ernest  Riley,  was  born  on  Dec.  7,  1927,  near  Boone 
Mill,  Va.,  and  passed  to  his  heavenly  home  on  April  22,  1941. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Ira  and  Nannie  Brubaker  Laprade. 
He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  two  brothers  and  a  sister.  Ernest 
always  showed  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  church.  He  was 
baptized  by  Bro.  Z.  E.  Mitchell  in  the  spring  of  1940.  To  those 
-who  have  observed  his  efforts  in  church  work  it  seems  that  a 
brilliant  career  has  been  interrupted,  but  we  can  only  say  that 
God  knows  best.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Antioch 
church  with  Brethren  Z.  E.  Mitchell  and  J.  A.  Naff  in  charge. 
The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  church  cemetery. — Eunice 
Naff  Myers,  Boone   Mill,  Va. 

Messick,  David,  was  born  Jan.  4,  1857,  in  Rockingham  County, 
"Va.,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Winchester,  Va.,  on  Aug.  18,  1941. 
He  had  been  in  ill  health  for  some  years.  He  married  Miss 
Loker  of  the  same  county.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
daughters  and  six  sons;  one  daughter  died  some  years  ago.  His 
wife  died  in  November  1930.  Bro.  Messick  married  for  his 
second  wife  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Miss  Sallie  Loker.  He 
preached  for  more  than  twenty  years  in  Eastern  Virginia  and 
near  Winchester.  Bro.  Messick  stood  for  the  doctrine  of  the 
church.  He  was  a  man  of  power  and  force  for  God.  All  of  his 
children  belong  to  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Services  were 
conducted  in  the  Timberville  church  by  Bro.  Cephas  Fahne- 
stock,  assisted  by  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay,  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  Brethren  W.  L.  Riggleman  and  L.  R.  Dettra.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Margaret  Fahnestock,  Win- 
chester, Va.,  Aug.  26. 

Nickols,  Kate,  was  born  in  March  1856,  and  passed  to  her 
heavenly  home  Sept.  1,  1941.  She  had  been  in  ill  health  for  a 
long  time  but  endured  her  affliction  with  a  great  deal  of  pa- 
tience. She  is  survived  by  a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  church  by  Brethren  C. 
A.  Flora,  F.  B.  Layman  and  Z.  E.  Mitchell.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Eunice  Naff  Myers,  Boone  Mill, 
Va. 

Overlees,  Perry  S.,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Lentz  Overlees, 
was  born  Mar.  14,  1862,  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and  died  at 
his  home  near  Holmesville  on  July  22,  1941.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  lived  a  faithful  Christian  life,  although  the  last  fourteen 
years  he  lived  in  total  physical  darkness.  He  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Peters  on  July  11,  1880.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Bro.  Overlees  attended  church  until  a  week  before  his  passing. 


Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  South  Beatrice  church,  con- 
ducted by  the  writer.— Paul  K.  Brandt,  Holmesville,  Nebr. 

Price,  Lucy  Ann,  was  born  near  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  on  June  4, 
1859,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in  Waynesboro,  Pa., 
on  Aug.  26,  1941.  She  had  been  in  ill  health  since  having  an 
attack  of  pneumonia  in  December  1939,  during  which  time  her 
patience  and  cheerfulness  were  an  inspiration  to  those  with 
whom  she  came  in  contact.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  Hykes  Gipe.  On  Oct.  26,  1882,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Joseph  J.  Price,  after  which  she  resided  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Westminster,  Md„  and  in  Hanover,  Pa.,  until  coming  to 
the  home  of  her  daughter  in  1936.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  lived  a  quiet,  un- 
assuming Christian  life,  availing  herself  of  the  many  opportuni- 
ties of  helpfulness  which  came  to  her  as  the  wife  of  an  active 
deacon  during  a  period  of  forty-one  years.  She  is  survived  by 
a  daughter,  a  son,  and  three  grandsons.  Private  services  were 
held  at  her  late  home,  conducted  by  her  former  pastor,  Eld. 
Levi  K.  Ziegler  of  Kane,  Pa.  Interment  was  made  in  the  cem- 
etery at  the  Price  church,  one  mile  north  of  Waynesboro,  Pa. — 
Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Snell,  Jacob  Henry,  youngest  child  of  Levi  and  Mary  Snell. 
was  born  at  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Aug.  12,  1888,  and  died  at 
Topeka,  Kans.,  Aug.  5,  1941.  When  twelve  years  of  age  he 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Frontier  County,  Nebr.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  In  his  early  teens  he  began  his  preparation 
for  the  ministry  and  was  ordained  in  1910.  On  Aug.  26,  1908,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Constance  Corder.  To  this  union  five 
children  were  born,  one  son  dying  at  the  age  of  six  years.  In 
1928  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Summerfield,  Kans.,  where 
he  had  since  made  his  home.  For  six  years  he  had  been  in 
failing  health.  His  life  was  one  of  Christian  kindness  and  in- 
tegrity, always  upholding  truth  and  right.  He  was  loyal  to 
Christ  and  the  church  which  he  loved  and  served.  He  was  a 
loving  husband  and  father,  as  well  as  a  friend  to  all.  He  leaves, 
besides  his  wife,  three  sons,  one  daughter,  three  grandchildren, 
and  a  half-brother  and  sister.  The  funeral  service  was  conduct- 
ed in  his  home  church,  Richland  Center,  near  Summerfield,  by 
Bro.  L.  M.  Albrecht,  brother-in-law  of  the  deceased.  Burial 
was  made  at  the  same  place. — Constance  Snell,  Manhattan,  Kans. 

Thomas,  Telford  Ray,  son  of  Calvin  and  Emma  Baer  Thomas, 
was  born  on  July  18.  1908,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  28,  1941. 
His  death  was  caused  by  complications  resulting  from  a  mine 
accident  suffered  thirteen  years  ago.  In  spite  of  his  handicap 
Bro.  Thomas  completed  a  course  in  watch  repairing,  which  busi- 
ness he  was  engaged  in  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  was 
able  to  operate  his  own  car.  Bro.  Thomas  always  maintained 
a  state  of  cheerfulness  that  was  remarkable.  He  enjoyed  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  whose  presence  at  the  funeral  services  testified 
to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  Bro.  Thomas  united 
-with  the  Maple  Spring  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  church  of 
which  he  was  a  member  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  J.  M.  Geary.  He 
-was  laid  to  rest  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary, 
Hollsopple,  Pa. 

Whipple,  Anna  R.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Hilde- 
brand,  was  born  near  Oregon  City,  Mo.,  May  3,  1858,  and  passed 
away  in  Rio  Linda,  Calif.,  Aug.  2,  1941.  The  funeral  services 
"were  conducted  by  Eld.  John  J.  Ernst  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Hagginwood,  Calif.,  and  interment  was  made  in 
the  East  Lawn  cemetery  near  Sacramento.  Anna  was  married  to 
John  Whipple  on  Jan.  18,  1877.  They  traveled  life's  pathway 
together  for  sixty-four  years,  sharing  the  problems  that  come 
to  all  families.  She  was  ever  alert  to  do  her  Master's  will  in 
the  church  and  in  the  community  in  which  she  lived,  as  well 
as  in  the  home.  Her  sole  desire  was  to  help  others,  even  at  the 
very  last  of  her  journey  when  she  became  almost  helpless  and 
suffered  much.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  her  hus- 
band, three  sons,  four  daughters,  one  brother,  thirty-one  grand- 
children, twenty-five  great-grandchildren  and  a  host  of  friends. 
— John  J.  Ernest,  Rio  Linda,  Calif. 

Williams,  John,  was  born  in  Stokes  County,  N.  C,  May  1, 
1861,  and  departed  this  life  Sept.  5,  1941.  He  is  survived  by 
his  companion,  Martha  Williams,  three  sons,  four  daughters, 
forty-two  grandchildren  and  fifty-five  great-grandchildren.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  at  St.  Paul's  church  by  Eld.  N.  C.  Reed, 
and  interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery.  Bro.  Williams 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many 
years.  He  was  devoted  to  his  children  and  grandchildren.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor  and  always  ready  to  help  others,  even  if 
it  meant  sacrifice. — W.  M.  Leftwich,  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C. 


CHURCH    NEWS 


California 
Belvedere. — Since  our  last  report  the  Annual  Conference  was 
held  at  La  Verne,  which  is  just  a  short  drive  from  Los  Angeles. 
During  Conference  several  of  the  attending  ministers  were 
guest  speakers  with  us.  Some  of  these  were  Brethren  Petry 
and  Cloppert  of  Ohio,  David  Betts  of  Idaho,  E.  F.  Sherfy,  and 
Herman  Landis  and  wife,  missionaries  to  Africa.  Brethren  W.  E. 
Buntain,  Fred  Brunk,  N.  E.  Baker  and  J.  P.  Dickey  have  also 
been  with  us  at  various  times.  Our  children's  day  program  was 
given  on  June  8  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Nina  Crumpacker. 
On  June  10  our  council  meeting  was  held  with  the  main  busi- 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— September  27,  1941 


27 


ness  being  the  selection  of  a  pastor  to  take  the  place  of  Bro.  J.  E. 
Steinour,  who  has  resigned.  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  called  and  will  assume  the  pastorate  about  Oct.  1.  At 
this  meeting  the  delegate  'was  also  elected  for  Annual  Con- 
ference. She  was  Sister  Sophie  Wright.  On  June  30  and  July  1 
song  services  were  held  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Brightbill, 
leader  of  the  song  services  at  Conference.  This  was  enjoyed 
very  much.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  had  an  enrollment 
of  ninejty  with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty.  This  lasted  for 
two  weeks,  under  the  direction  of  able  teachers.  On  Aug.  14  a 
reception  was  held  in  the  church  annex  for  our  retiring  pastor 
and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  J.  E.  Steinour,  who  are  leaving 
us  after  nineteen  years  of  outstanding  service,  not  only  to  the 
church,  but  to  the  community  as  a  whole.  Many  testimonies 
as  to  their  work  and  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held  were 
given  by  members,  neighbors  and  friends.  As  a  mark  of  our 
love  and  appreciation  they  were  given  a  cash  gift.  Several 
neighbors  banded  together  and  presented  them  with  a  fine 
traveling  case.  Ice  cream  and  cake  were  served  to  all.  There 
were  about  125  present.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Steinour  preached 
his  farewell  sermon.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  we  shall 
miss  them  greatly.  Several  boys  and  girls  attended  our  sum- 
mer camp  in  the  mountains  and  were  greatly  blessed.  Two  of 
the  girls  were  baptized  while  there.  During  the  past  year  there 
have  been  eleven  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter. — Violetta 
Oliver,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Sept.  4. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  Sept.  3  and 
both  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year.  Bro.  Roscoe  Baker  was  elected  elder  and  Bro.  Herbert 
Erickson  Sunday  school  superintendent.  We  are  glad  to  note 
that  our  church  deficit  has  been  cleared  up  and  it  was  decided 
to  raise  our  pastor's  salary  $15  per  month. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C. 
Wood,   Haxtun,   Colo.,   Sept.   5. 

Illinois 

Kaskaskia. — Our  new  church  was  almost  completed  when  it 
was  dedicated  on  Aug.  3.  We  had  a  basket  dinner  and  an  all-day 
service,  which  was  attended  by  a  large  crowd  from  our  neigh- 
boring congregations.  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman  brought  the  dedica- 
tory sermon.  An  offering  of  more  than  $500  was  lifted  to  help 
pay  for  the  church.  We  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  contribut- 
ed, and  also  those  who  donated  their  time  and  labor  in  erect- 
ing the  new  building.  We  have  a  one  hundred  percent  Gospel 
Messenger  club  this  year  and  sent  the  Messenger  to  several  who 
were  less  fortunate  than  we.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Oliver  Dearing, 
was  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference.  Our  delegates  to 
district  meeting  at  Astoria  were  Sisters  Helen  Dunaway  and 
Berniece  Childress.  The  first  was  unable  to  attend.  Bro.  A.  P. 
Musselman  and  his  wife  from  Anderson,  Ind.,  held  our  revival 
July  28 — Aug.  10.  It  closed  with  our  love  feast  on  Aug.  11.  Five 
souls  were  added  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  A  large  crowd  at- 
tended the  meeting  and  fifty-three  partook  of  the  Lord's  supper. 
We  have  been  fortunate  in  having  Brethren  James  Clayton  and 
W.  T.  Heckman  in  the  pulpit  on  the  Sundays  when  our  pastor 
is  not  with  us.  We  are  planning  a  campfire  service  for  the  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  20.  It  will  be  under  the  direction  of  Bro.  Dear- 
ing and  held  at  Bro.  Fred  Eagleton's.  Any  one  wishing  to  at- 
tend is  welcome. — Berniece  Childress,  Beecher  City,  111.,  Sept.  9. 

Okaw. — Since  our  last  letter  our  pastor,  Bro.  Jacob  T.  Dick, 
has  left  us  and  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin,  has  started 
his  work.  We  have  elected  Bro.  G.  W.  Miller  elder  again  for 
one  year.  Bro.  Miller  has  served  the  church  faithfully  as  elder 
for  twenty-six  years.  Our  church  was  represented  at  the  La 
Verne  Conference  by  Pastor  Baldwin.  Bro.  Jacob  Wyne  is 
with  us  again  after  spending  the  winter  in  California.  Our 
pastor  helped  at  the  intermediate  camp  at  Decatur  and  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  camp  at  Lewiston.  At  our  last  council  meeting  our 
new  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  Lydia  Turner  was 
re-elected  superintendent.  Brethren  Baldwin  and  George  Miller 
were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Astoria.  We  decid- 
ed to  have  our  revival  Sept.  14-28;  our  pastor  will  conduct  these 
meetings.  Our  communion  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the 
revival  on  Sept.  29.  Our  home-coming  and  harvest  meeting  will 
be  on  the  last  Sunday  in  October. — Nora  Arnold,  Cerro  Gordo. 
111.,  Sept.   5. 

Romine. — Several  of  the  young  folks  of  the  intermediate  class 
of  the  Decatur  church  and  their  teacher  came  on  Sunday,  Aug. 
3,  and  gave  a  play,  Out  of  the  Beaten  Path,  which  was  enjoyed 
by  all.  Six  from  here  went  to  district  meeting.  Bro.  Benton 
Rhoades  did  good  work  here  all  summer  and  he  baptized  one 
before  he  left  for  district  meeting.  One  of  the  young  men  from 
Romine  attended  young  people's  camp  this  summer  and  enjoyed 
it  very  much.  Twenty  from  here  attended  the  young  people's 
sectional  meeting  on  Aug.  31  at  Pleasant  Grove.  Allison  Prairie 
had  the  largest  percentage  of  their  members  present  so  they 
received  a  picture.  The  meeting  of  the  key  workers  will  be  held 
at  the  Romine  church  on  Sept.  21.  Romine  also  served  ice  cream 
and  cake  to  a  large  crowd  of  business  men  of  Salem  and  cleared 
$51  to  add  to  our  basement  fund,  which  is  steadily  growing. 
Seven  of  our  ladies'  aid  members  gathered  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Merritt  Bryant  and  canned  seventy-two  quarts  of  peaches  for 
the  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Girard.  Our  aid  had  been  postponed 
for  two  or  three  months  because  of  the  busy  season,  but  we 
started  again  today  and  will  meet  again  on  Sept.  16. — Mrs.  Mer- 
ritt Bryant,  Salem.  111..  Sept.  6. 


Sterling. — While  our  pastor,  Bro.  K.  C.  Bechtel,  and  family 
were  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  and  on  their  vacation,  Bro. 
John  Miller  filled  the  pulpit  for  several  Sundays,  and  Rev.  A.  C. 
Good  of  the  Mennonite  church  filled  it  one  Sunday.  An  im- 
portant occasion  in  the  Sterling  church  history  was  the  cele- 
bration of  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  which  took  place  on  July  27. 
At  this  meeting  were  descendants  of  its  founders  down  to  the 
fifth  generation.  Former  pastors  who  were  able  to  be  present 
were  Brethren  Ellis  Studebaker  and  J.  F.  Baldwin.  Morning-  and 
afternoon  services  with  a  picnic  dinner  at  noon  were  enjoyed  by 
a  large  number,  many  of  them  former  members  who  had  re- 
turned for  this  observance.  At  our  regular  council  for  the 
election  of  officers,  Bro.  John  Heckman  was  again  chosen  as 
elder.  Bro.  Henry  Brubaker  was  elected  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Delegates  to  the  district  conference  at  Polo  were 
Helen  Myers  and  Henry  Brubaker.  A  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  was  directed  by  our  pastor  and  wife  in  August.  A  good 
attendance  was  enjoyed,  and  a  fine  program  given  at  the  close. 
The  congregation  is  busily  working  on  the  project  of  purchasing 
a  new  heating  plant  for  the  church.  The  union  Sunday  evening 
services  having  been  concluded,  we  will  again  resume  our  eve- 
ning services.  All  are  anticipating  with  pleasure  the  evangelis- 
tic services  to  be  held  here  by  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins 
in  November. — Helen   Hoak  Eikenberry,   Sterling,   HI.,   Sept.   5. 

Walnut  Grove. — The  township  vacation  Bible  school  was  held 
the  last  two  weeks  of  July.  Bro.  Lester  Fike  brought  us  some 
very  inspirational  messages  each  evening  during  our  revival 
from  Aug.  3  to  15.  He  also  brought  a  message  each  evening  for 
the  children.  Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Aug.  16.  The 
officers  of  the  Sunday  school  and  church  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  Oliver  Dearing  and  Mary  Dunaway  were  our 
delegates  to  district  meeting.  The  new  parsonage  has  been  built 
and  will  be  dedicated  soon.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Nov.  8 
at  7:30  p.  m.— Mrs.  Oliver  Dearing,  Calhoun,  111.,  Sept.  8. 

Indiana 
Anderson. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  Aug.  20  the  Sunday- 
school  reorganization  was  effected;  Howard  Kline  is  our  superin- 
tendent. Delegates  to  district  meeting  were  chosen;  they  were 
Levi  Wise  and  Alta  Musselman.  The  Amphion  Chorus,  a  group 
of  men  singers,  brought  us  an  inspiring  program  on  the  evening 
of  July  20.  While  our  pastor  was  away  in  evangelistic  work, 
messages  were  brought  by  Brethren  S.  G.  Burnett  and  D.  W. 
Bowman.  Our  church  participated  with  three  other  churches 
in  this  part  of  the  city  in  a  three  weeks'  vacation  Bible  school. 
Our  missionary  society  and  mother  and  daughter  group  are 
now  beginning  the  activities  of  the  coming  year.  Rally  day 
and  home-coming  will  be  on  Sept.  14;  Bro.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of 
Chicago  will  be  our  speaker  for  the  day.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  on  Saturday,  Sept.  27.  On  Sunday,  Sept.  28,  will  be  the  in- 
stallation of  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers,  and  the  an- 
nual promotions.  On  Sept.  29  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Covington, 
Ohio,  will  be  with  us  to  help  in  our  revival  work  for  two  weeks. 
Since  our  last  report  two  have  been  baptized. — Mrs.  A.  P.  Mus- 
selman,  Anderson,   Ind.,   Sept.   9. 

Beech  Grove. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  2  with  Eld. 
E.  O.  Norris  presiding.  Bro.  Norris  was  re-elected  elder,  Bro. 
Ira  T.  Hiatt  pastor,  and  Bro.  Stewart  Hiday  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Two  letters  of  membership  were  received.  It 
was  decided  to  start  a  building  fund  and  as  soon  as  enough 
money  can  be  raised  we  will  remodel  our  church.  Dr.  Burke  of 
Muncie  was  the  speaker  at  our  home-coming  service.  We  were 
glad  to  have  three  young  men  present  from  Camp  Lagro.  A 
peace  offering  is  taken  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  for 
relief  and  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Bro.  John  Hiatt  was 
teacher  of  the  intermediate  boys  in  leathercraft  at  Camp  Mack 
this  summer.  Bro.  Earl  Schubert  of  the  University  of  Iowa  is 
spending  his  vacation  with  his  brother,  Glen,  at  the  home  of  our 
pastor  and  family.  He  is  a  very  talented  young  man  in  music 
and  has  been  helpful  during  his  stay  with  us.  Our  aid  society 
is  doing  good  work  under  the  direction  of  Sisters  Ruth  Paxton 
and  Lulu  Hiatt.  We  sent  three  packets  to  Camp  Lagro  and  do- 
nated $100  to  the  building  fund.  Eight  of  our  members  attended 
the  district  conference  of  Southern  Indiana  at  Rossville.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  district  young  people's  conference  to  be 
held  here  Sept.  27,  28.  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  will  be  here 
on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  4.  We  will  hold  our  love  feast  on 
Oct.  11  beginning  at  7:30. — Mrs.  Even  Fuqua,  Fortville,  Ind., 
Sept.    4. 

Blissville. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  4. 
Bro.  Clyde  Joseph  officiated.  We  elected  our  church,  Sunday- 
school  and  Christian  Worker  officers,  who  will  take  over  their 
work  the  first  of  October.  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe  was  elected  elder 
and  Bro.  Arthur  Long  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro. 
Dewey  Rowe  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  will  conduct  our  revival  meeting 
the  last  week  of  October  and  the  first  week  of  November.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Saturday  night,  Nov.  8,  at  7:30.  Our 
church  is  being  built  up  both  spiritually  and  socially  with  the 
efficient  help  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Clyde  Joseph.  He  does  much 
visiting  in  the  homes  of  the  community,  and  by  his  encourage- 
ment several  have  been  converted  and  baptized  during  this 
spring  and  summer. — Mae  Pippenger,  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Sept.  5. 

Eel  River. — In  a  recent  pulpit  exchange  Bro.  H.  L.  Hartsough 
preached  for  us.  Sept.  7  was  our  home-coming  harvest  meet- 
ing. Bro.  Otho  Winger  was  the  speaker  for  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon.     On   Sept.   8   we   had    our  business   meeting,    electing 
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officers  for  the  Sunday  school  and  church.  Brethren  George 
Deaton  and  Lee  Smith  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district 
conference.  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  held  a  two  weeks'  revival 
meeting  here  and  nine  were  added  to  the  church.  On  Sept.  14 
four  young  men  from  Camp  Lagro  will  be  with  us  and  have 
charge  of  the  service.  Our  communion  will  be  Oct.  18. — Mary 
E.    Miller,   North   Manchester,    Ind.,   Sept.    11. 

Fairview. — We  met  in  a  called  council  meeting  to  consider 
some  business  matters  that  required  immediate  attention.  One 
of  these  was  the  purchase  of  church  benches  at  a  public  auc- 
tion where  church  furniture  was  advertised  for  sale.  Bro.  Jo- 
seph Fisher  was  selected  as  delegate  to  represent  our  church  at 
district  conference  held  in  the  Rossville  church  Aug.  26-28.  Bro. 
Moyne  Landis  of  Pierceton.  Ind.,  held  a  one-week  revival  meet- 
ing here  Aug.  17-24.  The  attendance  and  interest  were  good. 
Visiting  groups  from  adjoining  churches  and  special  musical 
numbers  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  these  meetings. 
The  feature  that  contributed  most  to  these  meetings,  as  far  as 
man's  part  is  concerned,  was  the  far-reaching  and  powerful 
messages  given  by  our  evangelist.  We  were  glad  to  have  Sis- 
ter Landis  accompany  her  husband  and  be  with  us  through 
these  meetings.  Five  expressed  themselves  as  wanting  to  unite 
with  the  church.  Four  have  been  baptized  and  the  other  will 
be  in  the  near  future.  Eld.  Lewis  Deardorff  of  Ladoga,  Ind., 
preached  for  us  on  Sept.  7.  We  are  looking  forward  to  Sept. 
28  when  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold  of  New  Market,  Md.,  will  be  with 
us  in  a  service  of  worship  and  art.  Our  communion  service  is 
to  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  11  at  6:30  P.  M. — Lulu  E. 
Root,   Lafayette,   Ind.,   Sept.   8. 

Maple  Grove. — We  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast  on  Sept.  24  when 
the  Lake  City  Four  of  Syracuse  gave  a  musical  program  at  the 
church.  We  will  hold  our  harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  21  with  Bro. 
C.  C.  Cripe  bringing  a  message  in  the  forenoon  and  in  the 
afternoon.  In  the  evening  we  will  start  a  two-week  revival 
with  Bro.  Cripe  speaking  and  Cora  Stahley  of  Nappanee  direct- 
ing the  music.  The  Maple  Grove  church  extends  an  invitation 
to  adjoining  churches  to  come  and  enjoy  the  services  with  us. 
On  the  evening  of  Sept.  5  our  council  meeting  was  held  with 
the  writer  presiding.  The  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
for  the  coming  year  were  elected  at  this  meeting.  The  writer 
was  chosen  elder  again.  Forrest  Myers  was  elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Our  church  treasurer  gave  his  report, 
which  showed  a  nice  balance.  Our  church  is  striving  to  meet 
its  quota  for  promotion  service. — William  Brubaker,  New  Paris, 
Ind.,   Sept.   6. 

Mexico. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  4.  One  letter  was  granted. 
Bro.  Paul  Fisher  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Delegates  elected  to  the  district  meeting  are  Brethren  Walter 
Balsbaugh  and  Paul  Fisher.  Our  church  was  well  represented 
at  Camp  Mack  by  eleven  of  our  number.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  our  revival  services  which  will  begin  Oct.  6  with  Bro. 
Fidler  from  Ohio  as  evangelist.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  20  following  the  revival  meetings.  An  in- 
vitation is  extended  to  all  who  can  to  come  and  worship  with  us. 
— Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Mexico,   Ind.,  Sept.   10. 

Middletown. — We  met  for  a  business  meeting  at  the  church 
on  Aug.  3.  Eld.  J.  A.  Miller  was  moderator.  Officers  were 
elected  for  another  year.  This  will  be  the  third  year  for  Bro. 
Miller  as  our  elder.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  25, 
Bro.  Bowman  of  Anderson  preached  for  us  two  weeks  ago.  We 
are  always  glad  to  have  brethren  from  other  churches  with  us. 
Our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Rossville  were  Bro. 
Harold  Grady  and  Sister  Lucille  Sheets.  On  every  third  Sun- 
day an  offering  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  is  taken. 
It  was  decided  to  have  a  church  visit  before  the  communion. — 
Florida  J.   E.   Green,  Middletown,   Ind.,   Oct.   7. 

Monticello. — Our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  Norman  and  Sister 
Ruth  Baugher,  have  returned  to  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and 
will  be  with  us  only  on  week  ends.  The  summer  months  have 
been  very  busy  ones  for  them— getting  acquainted  with  members 
of  both  the  Pike  Creek  and  Guernsey  communities,  planning 
the  coming  year's  program  and  organizing  the  different  groups 
that  they  may  better  carry  on  the  work  while  they  are  away. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  entertaining  the  district  conference 
of  Middle  Indiana  Oct.  10-12;  the  several  committees  are  at 
work.  The  Pike  Creek  congregation  is  installing  a  new  furnace 
now.  At  our  July  council  it  was  decided  to  purchase  new 
Brethren  Hymnals.  Church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  at  that  time.  The  men's  work  group  has  reorganized 
with  Bro.  George  Kepp  as  leader.  Our  joint  B.  Y.  P.  D.  group 
has  enjoyed  Saturday  evening  socials  and  study  meetings  with 
the  Baughers  as  leaders.— Mrs.  Lloyd  Bridge,  Monticello,  Ind 
Sept.    8. 

Plymouth.— We  met  in  regular  council  on  Aug.  27  and  elected 
Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  Harry  Cripe  was  elected  superin- 
tendent. Our  revival  meetings  will  begin  on  Nov.  3  with  Bro. 
Robert  Sink  of  Rossville  evangelist.  Our  communion  service 
will  be  held  Nov.  17  at  7:30  P.  M.  Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  at  Camp  Mack,  Mrs.  Ray  Welborn  and  Mrs.  Arthur 
Keim,  gave  very  interesting  reports  of  the  meeting  on  Sunday, 
Aug.  17.  Since  our  church  had  no  representatives  at  Annual 
Conference,  Bro.  M.  Stutzman  of  West  Goshen  was  invited  to 
give  us  a  report  on  Sunday,  Sept.  7.  Our  Sunday  school  sent 
campers  to  all  the  camps  at  Camp  Mack  this  summer.  All  re- 
ceived much  good  and  gave  interesting  reports.     Promotion  day 


for  the  Sunday  school  will  be  Sept.  28.— Mrs.  Harry  E.  Rohrer. 
Plymouth.  Ind.,   Sept.  5. 

Richmond. — We  held  our  regular  council  meeting  on  Sept.  3 
with  Eld.  O.  D.  Werking  presiding.  New  officers  were  chosen 
for  the  new  year  beginning  Oct.  1.  We  have  been  paying  $300 
toward  our  pastor's  support,  but  it  was  decided  that  we  pay  $450 
this  year,  the  balance  being  paid  by  the  district  ministerial 
board.  We  also  decided  to  give  $50  to  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  O. 
Norris,  for  the  winter's  coal  supply.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  investigate  the  purchase  of  the  property  adjoining  the  church 
lot  for  a  parsonage.  In  appreciation  of  the  service  our  elder, 
Bro.  O.  D.  Werking,  and  wife  have  rendered  to  us  in  past  years, 
our  church  presented  to  them  a  small  gift  consisting  of  a  chenille 
spread  and  the  picture,  Gethsemane.  The  deacons  have  com- 
pleted their  visit  preceding  our  fall  love  feast,  which  will  be 
held  at  our  regular  time,  the  first  Sunday  night  of  October  at 
7:00  o'clock.  We  are  planning  an  all-day  program  for  Sunday, 
Nov.  16,  celebrating  the  tenth  year  since  the  dedication  of  our 
church  house.  Our  present  pastor  has  been  with  us  seven  of 
the  ten  years.  The  church  has  been  growing  nicely  under  his 
leadership:  the  offerings  have  been  excellent  the  past  eighteen 
months.  Bro.  Elden  Petry  of  Ohio  will  be  with  us  in  the  spring 
of  1942  for  a  revival.  The  ladies'  aid  has  sent  one  kit  to  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Lagro.  They  are  planning  a 
rummage  sale  for  early  in  October  and  a  bazaar  for  December, 
the  proceeds  to  go  to  our  building  fund.  On  Sept.  4  they  met 
in  a  special  meeting  to  make  a  comfort  and  give  a  shower  for 
one  of  our  members  whose  home  burned  recently. — John  Olt, 
Richmond,  Ind.,  Sept.  6. 

Union  Grove. — Our  children's  day  program  was  given  on  the 
evening  of  June  8,  and  later  that  department  had  a  picnic.  On 
Father's  Day  the  men  furnished  the  special  numbers  to  accom- 
pany the  sermon.  Our  young  people  sponsored  an  ice-cream 
social  at  the  parsonage  in  June,  when  everyone  was  served 
abundantly  without  charge.  An  offering  of  $50  for  church  im- 
provements was  collected.  This  church  recently  chose  four 
deacons,  who,  with  their  wives,  have  been  installed.  They  are 
Brethren  Mark  Rench,  Jesse  Palmer,  James  Luzadder  and 
James  Pruitt.  Two  have  been  added  by  letter,  and  the  bride 
of  Paul  Browning,  coming  from  Bro.  Funderburg's  home  in 
Elgin,  is  a  welcome  addition  to  this  congregation.  We  have 
had  an  interesting  variety  of  services  for  Sunday  evenings  this 
summer.  The  adult  Sunday-school  classes  conducted  a  lively 
testimony  meeting;  the  junior  young  people  gave  a  temperance 
service,  including  a  short  play;  the  senior  young  people  brought 
to  us  Bro.  Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  who  gave  an  illustrated  discus- 
sion of  his  relief  work;  other  classes  brought  in  outside  speakers 
or  gave  programs,  all  of  which  were  different.  The  pastor  gave 
a  sermon  on  alternate  Sunday  nights.  A  study  of  the  First 
Epistle  of  John  will  be  our  Sunday  evening  plan  for  this  fall. 
In  the  pastor's  absence  two  Sundays  this  summer  the  pulpit  was 
filled  once  each  by  Brethren  James  R.  Hunter  and  Verne  Brown- 
ing. We  are  looking  forward  to  our  centennial  on  Oct.  17-19, 
with  outstanding  speakers  and  many  friends  attending.  The 
love  feast  on  Friday  night,  Oct.  17,  is  the  first  service.  Our  new 
Sunday-school  superintendent  is  Bro.  Mark  Rench.  Through  the 
gifts  of  several  Sunday-school  classes,  the  missionary  group  and 
some  individuals,  we  are  buying  a  supply  of  chairs  for  our 
basement  use.  Sister  Elizabeth  Lewellen,  past  eighty  years  old, 
passed  away  Aug.  24  after  a  long  period  of  invalidism.  We 
have  a  number  of  members  past  this  age  who  are  still  active. — 
Virginia   Snavely,  Muncie,  Ind.,  Sept.   8. 

Upper  Deer  Creek. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  6 
and  elected  Sunday-school  officers  and  their  assistants  for  the 
coming  year.  We  also  decided  to  pay  our  minister  more  than 
we  have  been  giving  him.  Our  communion  will  be  on  Nov.  3 
and  the  home-coming  on  the  following  Sunday,  Nov.  9.  On  Sept. 
7  one  of  our  members,  Elizabeth  Smith,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Gordon  Haig  of  Plymouth.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
in  her  home  by  Bro.  Forest  Hostetler  of  Amboy.  Our  evangelistic 
meetings  will  begin  Sept.  14  with  Bro.  M.  A.  Whisler  of  Low- 
point,  111.,  in  charge,  and  will  continue  for  two  weeks. — Anna 
Margaret   Murphy,    Walton,    Ind.,    Sept.    9. 

Walnut. — Our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  3.  Reports  from  the  various  departments  of  the  church 
were  read  and  accepted.  Officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected.  Bro.  Hubert  Latham  was  chosen  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent and  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe  elder.  Our  harvest  meeting  is 
to  be  held  on  Sept.  14  with  Bro.  Charles  Light  of  Howe,  Ind.,  as 
speaker.  The  date  for  our  revival  meetings  has  been  changed 
to  Oct.  6-19;  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  be  the  evangelist.  The  com- 
munion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  Oct.  20. — Mrs.  Ernest 
Mowiser,   Tippecanoe,  Ind.,   Sept.  6. 

West  Eel  River. — We  met  on  Sept.  6  for  council;  Bro.  Ira 
Kreider,  our  elder,  presided.  Bro.  Kreider  was  re-elected  elder 
and  William  Stella  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  com- 
munion will  be  Saturday,  Oct.  25,  at  7:30  P.  M.  Our  revival 
will  be  June  1-14,  1942,  with  Bro.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va., 
holding  the  meeting. — Dora  Helser,   Claypool,  Ind.,  Sept.  9. 

Iowa 
English  River. — We  enjoyed  having  Richard  Burger  for  our 
pastor  during  June  and  July.  Our  regular  pastor,  Bro.  Homer 
Caskey,  who  was  on  the  Standing  Committee  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence, and  Mrs.  Caskey,  who  was  sent  as  delegate  from  the 
local    church,    extended    their    leave    of    absence    to    include    a 
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much-deserved  vacation.  Almost  fifty  of  our  group  attended 
at  least  part  of  our  district  conference  which  was  held  at  the 
Ottumwa  church.  Missionaries  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Desmond  Bittinger 
and  Miss  Sylvia  Oiness  were  outstanding  conference  speakers. 
The  women's  council  has  been  busy  in  all  phases  of  its  work. 
In  the  first  week  of  September  they  sponsored  a  flower  display 
at  the  church;  a  great  many  lovely  flowers  of  all  kinds  were 
brought.  At  present  they  are  filling  a  barrel  of  fruit  and 
vegetables  for  the  Ottumwa  orphanage.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
twice  each  month,  working  at  quilting  and  various  kinds  of  sew- 
ing. The  missions  group  meets  once  each  month.  At  the 
present  time  they  are  studying  China.  Recently  they  enjoyed  a 
Chinese  banquet  which  was  made  possible  by  the  director  of 
missions,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Brower,  and  her  sister,  Miss  Nettie  Senger. 
The  banquet  was  unique  and  educational  as  well  as  entertaining. 
The  mother  and  daughter  group  meets  five  times  each  year.  At 
the  present  time  they  are  enjoying  their  mystery  sister  plan. 
This  year  the  Sunday  school  held  its  annual  birthday  party  on 
Sunday.  After  our  morning  services  there  was  a  basket  dinner 
and  in  the  afternoon  a  program.  Fifty  dollars  in  birthday  offer- 
ings was  received.  The  Fiscel  brothers'  quartet  from  Panora, 
Iowa,  sang  at  both  the  morning  and  afternoon  services.  The 
church  planning  board  has  met  with  our  pastor  and  outlined  a 
program  which  should  promote  progress  and  growth  for  the 
coming  year. — Virgil  S.   Coffman,   South  English,   Iowa,   Sept.  9. 

Michigan 
Marilla. — During  the  past  year  Marilla  has  been  a  busy  place. 
As  soon  as  we  found  that  we  would  be  entertaining  the  district 
meeting  in  1941  we  began  making  plans.  The  men  of  the  com- 
munity made  the  cement  blocks  for  the  basement  during  their 
spare  time  last  winter.  During  the  spring  and  summer  they 
built  the  basement,  moved  the  church  and  sodded  part  of  the 
lawn.  On  the  Sunday  before  district  meeting  we  dedicated  the 
basement.  Samuel  Bollinger  of  Crystal  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  the  service.  After  the  dedication,  we  went  to  the  river 
where  four  of  our  young  people  were  baptized.  On  the  follow- 
ing Sunday  a  young  lady  from  McBain,  who  has  been  attending 
church  here  occasionally  this  summer,  expressed  her  desire  to 
be  baptized  and  taken  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  There 
are  several  other  members  at  McBain  also  who  do  not  have 
any  church.  We,  with  several  other  neighboring  churches, 
plan  to  be  with  them  about  once  a  month  to  bring  them  some 
church    fellowship. — Irene    Bahr,    Copemish,    Mich.,    Sept.    9. 

Ohio 

Mansfield. — The  annual  lawn  festival  and  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic were  big  vacation  specials  this  year  and  both  were  success- 
ful in  bringing  about  a  congenial  and  friendly  get-together 
feeling.  The  several  different  young  people's  camps  were  the 
vacation  centers  for  many  of  our  intermediates  and  young  peo- 
ple. District  meeting  dates  were  set  so  as  to  provide  a  better 
opportunity  for  those  who  work  to  spend  a  portion  of  their 
vacation  at  these  meetings.  A  church  council  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers  will  be  held  Sept.  12.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  con- 
tinuing to  collect  tax  stamps  and  has  been  receiving  sizable 
checks  regularly.  A  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  was  held  at  Camp 
Zion  over  the  Labor  Day  week  end.  The  church  as  a  whole  has 
been  receiving  Sunday  morning  worship  manners  or  conduct 
hints  on  the  back  of  their  bulletins  for  the  last  few  Sundays. 
We  never  mean  to  be  neglectful  but  a  little  reminding  has 
helped  reverence  and  courtesy  to  dominate  our  worship  hour. — 
La   Nola  Meyers,  Mansfield,   Ohio,   Sept.   3. 

Zion  Hill. — We  closed  a  very  successful  two-week  vacation 
Bible  school  June  29  with  a  program.  Sixty  were  enrolled.  No 
delegate  was  sent  to  the  Annual  Meeting  this  year.  A  number 
of  our  ladies  were  present  at  the  women's  rally  at  Camp  Zion 
on  June  25.  The  ladies  have  been  sewing  for  relief  and  have 
packed  some  kits  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Bro.  Emer- 
son Snyder  was  our  delegate  to  district  meeting.  His  report  was 
given  on  Aug.  31.  W.  A.  Petry  of  Akron  was  with  us  one  evening 
and  showed  us  interesting  pictures  of  the  work  .of  our  district. 
At  a  special  members'  meeting  on  July  30  our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  S. 
Strausbaugh,  was  granted  his  resignation  as  pastor  of  our  church. 
The  Sunday  school  has  decided  to  have  a  picnic  some  Saturday 
evening  in  the  near  future.  A  number  from  here  attended  the 
Sunday  sessions  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  which  was  held 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


When  you  change  your  address,  please 
give  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it 
appeared  on  your  Messenger  or  Messenger 
wrapper,  then  state  how  you  want  your 
paper  to  come.  The  first  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  identify  each  subscriber,  the  second 
that  the  address  may  be  as  you  want  it. 
Allow  at  least  two  weeks  for  the  change  of 
address  to  be  made. 


DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

California,     Northern — Empire, 

Oct.    10-13. 
Florida    and    Georgia — Tampa, 

Oct.    10-12. 
Indiana,       Middle — Monticello, 

Oct.    10-12. 
Kansas,    Northeastern — Morrill, 

Oct.   4-6. 
Kansas,    Northwestern — Victor, 

Oct.   17-19. 
Kansas,      Southeastern — Gravel 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 
Kansas,     Southwestern — Salem, 

Oct.    17-20. 
Maryland,         Western  —  Frost- 
burg,    Oct.    11. 
Missouri,   Middle — Osceola,  Oct. 

3-6. 
Missouri,    Northern — Wakenda, 

Oct.   24-26. 
Nebraska— Omaha,    Oct.    10-13. 
Pennsylvania,    Southern — Ship- 

pensburg,   Oct.  28,   29. 
Pennsylvania,  Western — Johns- 
town,  Roxbury,   Oct.  22,  23. 
West     Virginia,     First — Beaver 

Run,    Oct.    3-5. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  La  Verne. 

Illinois 

Sept.   29,   7  pm,  Okaw. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 

Sept.    27,    Anderson. 

Oct.  4,  10  am — 7  pm,  Lower 
Deer    Creek. 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Ladoga. 

Oct.  5,   7  pm,  Richmond. 

Oct.    6,    7    pm,    Flora. 

Oct.   11,  6:30  pm,  Fairview. 

Oct.  11,  7:30  pm,  Beech  Grove. 

Oct.    17,    Union    Grove. 

Oct.    18,    Eel    River. 

Oct.  18,  7:30  pm,  North  church 
at  Brick   church. 

Oct.    20,    Walnut. 

Oct.   20,   7   pm,   Mexico. 

Oct.   25,   Bethel. 

Oct.  25,  7  pm,  West  Manches- 
ter. 

Oct.   25,   7:30  pm,  La  Porte. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  West  Eel 
River. 

Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 

Nov.   3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.   17,   7:30  pm,   Plymouth. 

Dec.   1,  New  Paris. 

Iowa 

Sept.  27,  8  pm,  Fernald. 
Sept.   28,    Greene. 
Oct.  26,  Dallas  Center. 

Maryland 

4,  4  pm,   Manor. 

5,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 
5,  6:30  pm,  Westernport. 
11,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
11,  4  pm,  Brownsville. 
11,  6:30  pm,  Sams  Creek. 
19,  6:30  pm,  Pipe  Creek. 
25,  3  pm,   Locust  Grove. 

16,   6  pm,   Sharpsburg. 


Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov 


Michigan 

Sept.   28,   7:30  pm,  Midland. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 


Ohio 

Oct.   4,  7  pm,  Georgetown. 
Oct.  5,   7  pm,   Springfield. 
Oct.   5,   7:30  pm,   Silver  Creek. 
Oct.  12,  7  pm.  Painter  Creek. 
Oct.  18,  7:30  pm.  County  Line. 
Oct.   25,   7  pm,   Pitsburg. 
Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Lower  Miami. 
Nov.  10.  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

Oregon 
Oct.   25,   8  pm,  Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

Sept.  27,  7  pm,  Fairview-Scul- 
ton,   Fairview  house. 

Oct.   5,  Coventry. 

Oct.  5,  Mohler  house,  Lower 
Cumberland    congregation. 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Manor  congre- 
gation at  the  Purchase  Line 
house. 

Oct.  5,  6:30  pm.  New  Enter- 
prise. 

Oct.  5,  6:30  pm,  Roaring  Spring. 

Oct.  11,  12,   1:30  pm,  Midway. 

Oct.  11,  12,  7  pm,  Three 
Springs. 

Oct.  12,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

Oct.    12,   2    pm,    Spring   Grove. 

Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Snake  Spring 
Valley. 

Oct.   12,  7  pm,  Claysburg. 

Oct.  18,  2  pm,  Mohler's  church, 
Springville    congregation. 

Oct.  18,  6:30  pm,  Spring  Run 
house. 

Oct.  18,  19,  Back  Creek  con- 
gregation, Shank  house. 

Oct.  19,  Carson  Valley. 

Oct.    19,    Elizabethtown. 

Oct.    19,    Tire   Hill. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,  Ambler. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Beachdale 
house,    Berlin    congregation. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Westmont  at 
Johnstown. 

Oct.   21,   6   pm,   Hanover. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Hanover- 
dale  church,  Big  Swatara 
congregation. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Meyer 
house,  Fredericksburg 
church. 

Oct.   26,   7   pm,   Clover   Creek. 

Oct.  28,  29,  10  am,  Mt.  Hope 
house,  Chiques  congrega- 
tion. 

Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 

Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  First  church, 
Philadelphia. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Madison  Ave- 
nue, York. 

Nov.  8,  9,  10:30  am,  Falling 
Spring  congregation,  Hade 
church. 

Nov.  9,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 

Tennessee 

Sept.    27,    7    pm,    Liberty. 
Sept.    27,    7   pm,    Limestone. 

Virginia 

Sept.   27,   4  pm,  Copper  Hill. 

Oct.    11,   7   pm,   Pleasant   Hill. 

Oct.  11,  12,  Red  Oak  Grove. 

Oct.    12,   7   pm,   Greenmount. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Garber's  church, 
Cook's    Creek    congregation. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,   Linville   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.  Olivet. 
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at  Camp  Zion  Aug.  30 — Sept.  1.     One  of  our  young  men  went  to 
Camp  Kane. — Kathryn  Rohrer,  North  Lima,  Ohio,  Sept.  1. 

Pennsylvania 

Chiques. — From  Juy  14  to  25  a  very  interesting  and  successful 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  at  the  Chiques  church  in  the 
evening.  The  average  attendance  was  354.  The  offering 
amounted  to  $96.32.  In  the  evening  of  Aug.  2  a  very  pretty 
wedding  took  place  in  the  church  when  Sister  Grace  S.  Hack- 
man  was  united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  Victor  Koser.  Several  of 
our  young  people  were  delegated  to  attend  Camp  Conewago  at 
Elizabethtown  College.  Recently  Rev.  Paris  Hawthorne  filled 
the  pulpit  at  the  Chiques  house  and  spoke  of  his  experience  as 
a  missionary  among  the  Indians  in  New  York  State.  Our  council 
meeting  was  held  Aug.  27  with  Elder  S.  S.  Eshelman  presiding. 
Several  reports  were  heard.  Bro.  Robert  G.  Greiner,  who  is  now 
stationed  at  Camp  Lagro,  was  home  for  several  days  and  gave 
us  interesting  and  firsthand  information  at  our  council  meeting 
concerning  the  camp.  Our  Sunday  schools  and  church  at  both 
houses  will  lift  an  offering  for  the  boys  at  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  every  third  Sunday  of  each  month.  Recently  our 
church  sent  a  supply  of  secondhand  church  hymnals  to  Camp 
Lagro.  On  Aug.  30  we  held  our  harvest  services  at  the  Mt. 
Hope  house.  Brethren  Hiram  G.  Gingrich  from  Annville,  Pa., 
Christian  W.  Gibble  and  Jere  Cassel  from  White  Oak  congrega- 
tion and  Irvin  M.  Wenger  of  the  United  Zion  Children  church 
gave  us  impressive  and  helpful  sermons.  An  offering  amount- 
ing to  S97  was  lifted  for  the  Neffsville  Orphanage.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  Oct.  28,  29  at  the  Mt.  Hope  house,  beginning  at 
10:00  A.  M.  Our  revival  services  are  scheduled  to  be  held  at  the 
Mt.  Hope  house  beginning  Nov.  16  with  Bro.  Harry  W.  Eshelman, 
evangelist.  Our  aid  society  is  busy  quilting  for  the  women's 
work  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Chiques  house  Oct.  23.  The  La- 
bor Day  Sunday-school  and  missionary  meeting  which  was  to 
have  been  held  at  Petersburg  (East),  Pa.,  has  been  indefinitely 
postponed,  as  well  as  all  Sunday  schools,  day  schools,  and  all 
public  gatherings  involving  children  under  eighteen  years  of 
age,  because  of  a  feared  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  in  this 
vicinity. — Fanny   Zug   Shearer,   Manheim,   Pa..   Aug.   30. 

Virginia 
Copper  Hill. — Bro.  C.  P.  Stump,  Sisters  D.  H.  Shaner  and  Os- 
car Fike,  and  the  writer  went  as  delegates  to  Green  Hill  to  dis- 
trict meeting.     The  first  two  weeks  in  June  our  pastor,  Bro.  Os- 


car Fike,  held  a  meeting  at  Mt.  Union,  a  mission  point  in  the 
congregation.  Each  evening  there  was  special  music  and  sto- 
ries for  the  children.  There  were  nine  baptized  into  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  church.  The  revival  closed  with  a  love  feast, 
the  first  one  to  be  held  at  Mt.  Union.  On  July  7  we  began  a 
vacation  Bible  school  which  lasted  two  weeks.  Bro.  Fike  drove 
the  bus  to  bring  the  children.  The  enrollment  was  ninety-seven 
and  the  average  attendance  fifty-five.  On  June  22  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  I.  Shillen  from  the  Central  Church  of  the  Brethren 
came  to  Copper  Hill,  their  old  home  church,  and  celebrated  their 
forty-fourth  wedding  anniversary.  They  donated  a  beautiful 
pulpit  chair  to  our  church.  At  our  church  council  in  May  Breth- 
ren L.  N.  Kinzie  and  I.  N.  Shideler  were  with  us.  Bro.  C.  P. 
Stump  was  ordained  as  elder,  Brethren  Frank  Wimmer  and  Ray- 
mond Brown  were  installed  as  deacons  and  Sister  Hassie  Wim- 
mer, N.  P.  Shaner  and  the  writer  were  installed  as  deacons' 
wives.  At  our  regular  August  council  officers  for  the  year  were 
elected.  The  home  ministers  filled  the  pulpit  while  our  pastor 
was  at  Lost  Creek,  Pa.,  and  Green  Hill,  Va.,  in  meetings.  We 
have  had  splendid  Sunday-school  attendance  and  interest  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  We  now  have  the  Brethren  Hymnals  in 
the  entire  congregation.  Bro.  Archie  Naff  of  the  Red  Oak  Grove 
congregation  held  a  two-week  meeting  in  our  congregation.  He 
preached  fifteen  soul-inspiring  sermons.  Ten  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Since  our  last  report  there  have  been  twelve 
letters  granted.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Sept.  27  at  four 
o'clock.— Mrs.  G.  P.  Fralen,  Copper  Hill,  Va.,  Sept.  1. 

Oronoco. — A  revival  meeting  was  held  Aug.  17-24  with  Pastor 
R.  M.  Figgers  as  the  evangelist.  His  sermons  were  very  inspira- 
tional and  were  delivered  to  large  and  attentive  congregations 
at  each  service.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  eight  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism  and  ten  were  reconsecrated. — Lucy 
Figgers,  Oronoco,  Va.,  Sept.  2. 

West  Virginia 
Bean  Settlement. — Our  annual  two-week  revival  meeting  was 
held  July  27 — Aug.  9.  The  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Lawrence  Helsley  of  Woodstock,  Va.  Many  uplifting  and  in- 
spiring messages  were  delivered.  There  were  five  baptized  and 
one  reclaimed.  The  revival  was  followed  by  our  communion 
service,  which  was  well  attended.  We  met  in  quarterly  business 
meeting  on  Aug.  2.  All  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  bought  new  hymnbooks  and  is  planning  to  do 
more  for  the  church.— Evelyn  Tusing,  Rock  Oak,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  29. 
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Number   211 


Number    212 


Number  213 


PROMOTION  BOOKLETS 


Give   the  children  a   lasting   memory  book  as   they  progress  through  the  departments  of  the  church  school. 

Each  booklet  consists  of  eight  pages,  beautifully  printed  in  colors  on  fine  heavy  enameled  stock.  Bible  verses  learned,  depart- 
mental work  taken,  a  promotion  certificate,  a  statement  of  objectives  of  the  next  department,  autographs  of  teachers,  are  all  in- 
cluded. 

In  addition  each  booklet  contains  two  masterpieces   of  religious  art  beautifully  reproduced  in  full  colors. 

No.  211.  Going   to    Church    School — Nursery    department    to   Beginners. 

No.  212.  My  Book  of  Learning  and  Growing — Beginners  to  Primary. 

No.  213.  My  Book  of  Promotion — Primary  to  Junior. 

No.  214.  My   Book   of   Progress — Junior    to    Intermediate. 

No.  215.  My  Book  of  Endeavor — Intermediate  to  Senior. 

No.  216.  My  Book  of  Achievement — General — May  be  used  for  any   type   of   promotion. 
Each  booklet  in  mailing  envelope — 60c  a  dozen.     Assorted  as   needed.      For   other  promotional   certificates   see   pages   20,   22,   23, 
and  24  of  our  recent  general  catalog. 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING    HOUSE,    Elgin,    Illinois 
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OFFICIAL    DIRECTORY- 


Note:  All  addresses  22  S.  Stale  St.. 
Elgin,    111.,    unless    otherwise    given. 


GENERAL  MISSION  BOARD 

Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chairman,  3435  Van 
Buren   St.,   Chicago,   111. 

H.  H.  Nye,  Vice-Chairman,  1631  Mifflin 
St.,   Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Otho   Winger,    N.   Manchester,    Ind. 

Nora  Rhodes,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

W.  Newton  Long,  3600  Hillsdale  Rd.,  Bal- 
timore, Md. 

M.  S.   Frantz,  Nampa,   Idaho. 

Frank   S.  Carper,  Palmyra,  Pa. 

Secretary,   Leland   S.   Brubaker. 

Advisory  Secretary,  C.  D.  Bonsack. 

Financial  Secretary.   H.   Spenser   Minnich. 

Home  Mission  Secretary,  M.  R.   Zigler. 

Mission  Education.  Anetta  C.  Mow. 

Treasurer,   Clyde  M.   Culp. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE 

(Directors  same  as  for  Mission  Board) 
Manager-Treasurer,  E.  M.  Hersch. 
Secretary,   Earl   Kurtz. 
Sales  Director,  Omer  B.  Maphis. 

BOARD    OF    CHRISTIAN    EDUCATION 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Chairman,  Elizabethtown, 
Pa. 

C.  S.  Ikenberry,  Vice-Chairman,  Daleville, 
Va. 

John   I.   Coffman,   McFarland,   Calif. 

Warren  D.  Bowman,  2910  20th  S.,  N.  E., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Paul  W.  Kinsel,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Burton    Metzler,   McPherson,    Kans. 

Charles  E.  Zunkel,  Lima,  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 

Harl  Russell,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

General  Secretary,  L.  Avery  Fleming. 

Peace  Representative,  Dan  West. 

Director  of  Adult  Work,  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg. 

Director  of  Young  People's  Work,  Ray- 
mond R.  Peters. 

Director  of  Children's  Work,  Ruth  Shriver. 

Editor,  E.   G.  Hoff. 

Assistant    Editor,   Edith   Barnes. 

Children's    Editor,    Genevieve    Crist. 

Young  People's   Editor,   Inez   Goughnour. 

GENERAL   EDUCATION    BOARD 

C.  C.  Ellis,  President,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

V.  F.  Schwalm,  Vice-President.  N.  Man- 
chester, Ind. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Eliz- 
abethtown, Pa. 

Harper  Will,  Secretary  of  Nursing  and 
Medical  Education,  3560  Congress  St., 
Chicago,  111. 

J.   I.  Baugher,   Hershey,  Pa. 

D.  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
Paul   H.   Bowman,  Bridgewater,   Va. 
C.  Ernest  Davis,  La  Verne,  Calif. 
W.  W.  Peters,  McPherson,  Kans. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  111. 

GENERAL    MINISTERIAL    BOARD 

W.  H.  Yoder,  Chairman,  R.  1,  Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

M.  Clyde  Horst,  Vice-Chairman,  Eliza- 
bethtown,   Pa. 

Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,   Calif. 

H.  F.  Richards,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Ralph  E.  White,  Roanoke.  Va. 

Executive  Secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 

BRETHREN  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

A.    W.    Cordier,    Chairman,    North    Man- 
chester,   Ind. 
J.  I.  Baugher,  Vice-Chairman,  Hershey,  Pa. 
Paul  Kinsel,  Secretary,  Brookville,  Ohio. 
M.   R.    Zigler,    Executive    Secretary. 
Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridgewater,   Va. 
Mrs.    Ross    D.    Murphy.    Philadelphia,    Pa. 
L.  W.  Shultz,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
H.  F.  Richards,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
Leland  S.  Brubaker. 
Treasurer,   C.   M.   Culp. 

CONFERENCE     PROGRAM    COMMITTEE 

H.  Spenser  Minnich.  Secretary. 

John   I.   Coffman,   McFarland,   Calif. 

Ralph  E.  White,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Harper   S.   Will.   Chicago,   111. 

Paul      H.      Bowman,      Moderator      Elect, 

Bridgewater,    Va. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Conference  Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS    COMMITTEE 

Harper   S.   Will,   Chicago,   111. 
Calvert  N.   Ellis,   Huntingdon,   Pa. 
Lorell  Weiss,   La   Verne,   Calif. 

COUNCIL  OF  BOARDS 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  Chairman,  Bridgewater, 
Va. 

A.  C.  Baugher,  Vice-Chairman,  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa. 

Treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp. 


NATIONAL   COUNCIL   WOMEN'S   WORK 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Bowman,  837  S.  Humphrey, 
Oak  Park    111 

Mrs.  Harper  Will,  3560  Congress  St.,  Chi- 
cago,  111. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Hoff,  Mothers  and  Daughters, 
1073  W.  Chicago  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Beahm,  Missions,  3435  Van 
Buren   St..   Chicago,  111. 

Anetta   C.    Mow,   Secretary-Treasurer. 

COUNCIL  OF  MEN'S  WORK 

Harl  Russell,  President,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa. 

Allen  Weldy,  First  Vice-President,  2101 
Prairie  St..  Elkhart,  Ind. 

C.  E.  Resser.  Second  Vice-President,  2805 
35th  St.,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

G.  A.  Cassel,  Third  Vice-President,  Ash- 
land, Ohio. 

C.  M.  Culp,  Recording  Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

R.  E.  Mohler,  Executive  Secretary,  Mc- 
Pherson, Kans. 

Ross   Heminger,   Wenatchee,   Wash. 

J.  N.  Via,  Roanoke,  Va. 

B.  F.  Stauffer,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo. 
James  Breitigan,  Lititz,  Pa. 

E.   M.   Hersch. 

Stanley  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho. 
Chester  George,  Gettysburg,  Ohio. 
H.  V.  Stutsman,  Girard,  111. 
M.    B.   Williams,    3416    Springle    Ave.,   De- 
troit,   Mich. 
A.   G.  Breidenstine,  Hershev,  Pa. 
Cecil  Smith,   Stockton,  Calif.,  R.  6. 

NATIONAL  B.  Y.  P.  D.  CABINET 

Lester   Young,   Chairman,   Route  2,   North 

Manchester,   Ind. 
Grace    Bowman,    Secretary,    Bridgewater, 

Va. 
Ernest    Lefever,    640    Pennsylvania    Ave., 

York,  Pa. 
Kurtis   Naylor,   Palco,   Kans. 
Chalmer  Johnson,  Grants  Pass,   Oregon. 

PASTORS'  ASSOCIATION 

C.  G.   Hesse,   President,   Bridgewater,   Va. 
George      L.      Detweiler,      Vice-President, 

Huntingdon,   Pa. 
Earl      M.      Frantz,      Secretary-Treasurer, 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa. 

AUDITING    COMMITTEE 

C.  J.  Kistler,   Elkhart,  Ind. 

John  S.  Flory,  Jr.,  Oak  Park,  111. 

ANNUAL    MEETING    TREASURER 

E.  J.  Stauffer,  Barry,  111. 
MEMBER  ADVISORY  BOARD,  A.   B.  S. 

Ross  D.  Murphy,  2258  N.  Park  Ave.,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

RAILWAY    TRANSPORTATION    AGENT 

W.  W.  Slabaugh,  3446  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

OUR  MISSIONARIES 
SWEDEN 

Graybill,  J.  F.,  and  Alice,  Spangatan  38, 
Malmo,   Sweden,    1911. 

CHINA 

College    of    Chinese    Studies,    Baguio,    via 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands 

Angeny,    Edward   T.,   and    Helen   F.,    1940. 

Cunningham,  Dr.  E.  Lloyd,  and  Ellen, 
1938. 

Crim,  Bessie  M.,  R.  N.,  1940. 

Flory,  Rolland  C,  and  Josephine  K.,  1940. 

Thomas,   Susie  M.,   1939. 
Note:  China  missionaries  temporarily  in 

the    community    of    Peking    can    be    ad- 
dressed Methodist  Mission,  Peiping,  China. 

Rothrock,  Hazel  M.,  1938. 

Clapper,  V.   Grace,   1917. 

Myers,  Minor  M.,  1919. 
On  Furlough 

Bright,  J.  Homer,  and  Minnie,  %  Mrs.  Ed 
Miller,  R.   1,  Union,   Ohio,   1911. 

Crumpacker,  F.  H.,  and  Anna,  %  General 
Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111.,   1908. 

Hutchison,   Anna,   Cordova,  Md.,   1911. 

Ikenberry,  E.  L.,  and  Olivia,  343  Third 
Ave.,  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  1922. 

Metzger,   Minerva,   Mulberry,   Ind.,   1910. 

Myers,   Sara,   Bridgewater,   Va.,   1919. 

Ober,  Mary  Velma,  1005  Princeton  St., 
Elkhart,    Ind.,    1936. 

Oberholtzer,  I.  E.,  and  Elizabeth,  801  Mul- 
berry St.,  Muncie,  Ind.,  1916. 

Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,  % 
Methodist  Hospital,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
1933. 

Schaeffer,  Mary,  3435  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago,   111.,    1917. 

Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,  Iowa,  1916. 


Shock,      Laura,       %      Charles      Lininger, 

R.  F.  D.  2,  Huntington,  Ind.,  1916. 
Smith,   W.    Harlan,    and   Frances,   Box   36, 

Greene,   Iowa,   1919. 
Sollenberger,     Hazel,     418      Weitzel      St., 

Oceanside,   Calif.,    1919. 
Sollenberger,    O.    C,    %    General    Mission 

Board,  Elgin,  111.,   1919. 
Wampler,    Elizabeth    B..    R.    N.,    314   Gray 

Ave.,  Greenville,  Ohio,  1922. 
Ernest   M.    Wampler,    %    General   Mission 

Board,   Elgin.   111.,   1918. 
Wertz,    Corda    L.,    R.    N.,    Spencer,    Ohio, 

1932. 

AFRICA 

Chibuk,    Nigeria.    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaturu 
Petre.  Ira  S.,  and  Mary  M.,  1939. 

Garkida,   Nigeria.   West   Africa,   via    Jos 
and  Damaturu 

Faw,   Chalmer  E.,   and  Mary  P.,   1939. 
Horn,  Evelyn  J.,  R.  N.,  1930. 
Heckman,    Clarence    C,    and    Lucile,    1924. 
Moyer,   Edna   Faye,   1931. 
Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 
1934. 

Lassa,   via    Jos   and   Damaturu,   Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Brumbaugh,   Grayce,  R.  N.,   1937. 
Royer,   Harold   A.,   and   Gladys  H.,   1930. 
Weaver,   E.   Paul  and  Zalma   F.,   1939. 

Marama,  via  Jos  and  Damaturu,  Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Harper,  Clara,  1926. 
Shisler,   Sara   C,   1926. 

On  Furlough 

Engel,  Alice,  R.  N„  Boonsboro,  Md.,   1937. 

Frank,  Evelyn  E.,  R.  N.,  511  East  E.  Ave- 
nue, Glendale,  Arizona,  1938. 

Kulp,  H.  Stover,  and  Christina,  18th  and 
Washington  Sts.,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  1922 
and   1927. 

Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  85 
Sherman  St.,  Hartford.  Conn.,   1938 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N.,  519  Minnesota 
Ave.,   Willmar,   Minn.,   1941. 

Utz,  Ruth,  R.  N.,  Brightwood,  Va.,  1930. 

INDIA 

Ahwa,  Dangs,  Surat  Disl.,  India 

Alley,   Howard  L.,  and  Hattie  Z„   1917. 
Ebbert,  Ella,   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Disl..  India 
Bollinger,   Amsey,   and  Florence  M.,   1930. 
Grisso,    Lillian,    1917. 

Lichty,  D.  J.,  and   Anna.   1902  and   1912. 
Moomaw,  I.   W.,   and  Mabel,   1923. 
Warstler,  Anna  M.,   1931. 
Ziegler,  Emma  K,   1930. 

Bulsar,  Surat  Disl..  India 

Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,   Verna  M.,   R.   N.,   1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,   1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N.,  1921. 
Zigler,  Earl   M.,   and  Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu  Road,  Thana  Disl.,  India 

Messer,  Hazel  E.,  R.  N.,  1931. 
Nickey,  Dr.  Barbara  M.,   1915. 
Royer,  B.  Mary,  1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,  1916. 

Palghar,  Thana  Disl..  India 
Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,   and  Susan  L.,   1927. 

Umalla,  Broach  Dist.,  India 

Kinzie,   Wm.   G.,   and  Pauline  G.,   1937. 
Miller,  Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,  via  Sural.  India 

Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,  and  Joy  C,  1940. 
Kiracofe,  Kathryn,  1937. 
Widdowson,  Olive,  1912. 

115    Mahalma    Gandhi    Road,    Bombay, 
India 

Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,  and  Mary,  1921. 

Landour.  Mussoorie,  U.  P.,  India 

Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 

On   Furlough 
Cottrell,  Drs.   A.  R.  and  Laura,    %   A.  M. 

Stout,  R.   1,  Lynn,  Ind.,   1913. 
Miller,    Eliza    B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1, 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,   and  Anna  B..  3435  Van 

Buren,   Chicago,   111.,   1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   C,   105  Beachly  St.,  Mey- 

ersdale,  Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend.     Ralph,     Camp    Lagro,     Lagro, 

Ind..  1937. 
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RELIGION  IN  THE  HOME  1/  THE  /CLRCE 
OE  TRUE  GREATNEJX  IN  THE  NATION 

Today's  children  will  direct  the  destiny  of  the  world  of  tomorrow!  How 
important  it  is  that  their  character  development  be  such  as  to  give  them  true 
balance  and  sound  judgment  .  .  .  and  that  they  know  the  source  from  which 
come  all  truth  and  wisdom.  How  necessary  it  is  that  they  learn  of  Christian- 
ity— now — while  under  the  influence  of  the  home,  during  the  formative  and 
most  receptive  years  of  their  life.  The  Scripture  Text  Calendar  helps  the 
home  discharge  this  responsibility  by  giving  due  prominence  to  the  Word 
of  God,  and  by  presenting  it  in  such  a  way  that  its  reception  is  encouraged 
as  a  daily  family  practice. 

WHAT  IT  GIVES  THE  HOME 

Front  Cover  is  beautiful  full-color  lithograph  re- 
production of  Mohite's  famous  painting  of  "The 
Magi"  handsomely  presented  within  colorful 
border  design. 

Religious  Pictures,  thirteen  in  all,  one  surmount- 
ing each  monthly  sheet.  Full-color  reproduc- 
tions of  famous  paintings,  suitable  for  framing. 

Stories  of  Pictures  are  given,  adding  to  interest 
of  pictures  and  increasing  the  knowledge  of  the 
reader. 

Scripture  Verses,  rich  in  thought  for  meditation, 
are  given  on  each  weekday  of  calendar. 

Moon  Phases,  also  Flower  and  Birthstone  of  the 
month. 

Calendar  Pad  in  large,  easily-read  figures.  Al- 
so preceding  and  succeeding  pads  given  on 
each  month  for  quick  reference. 

Prayer  Meeting  Text  and  Lesson  offer  a  most  attractive  course  for  individual  or  group  study. 

International  Sunday-School  Lesson  assignment  and  Golden  Text  for  each  Sunday  offer  op- 
portunity for  advanced  study. 

Bible  Reading  Feature — On  each  month  is  presented  a  Scripture  Reading  feature  on  the  "Faith 
by  Which  We  Live,"  with  daily  subjects  and  Bible  references. 

SELLING  THE   1942  SCRIPTURE  TEXT  CALENDAR 

Selling  the  Scripture  Text  Calendar  offers  you  a  splendid  opportunity. 
The  chaotic  condition  of  the  world  is  making  people  re-examine  themselves 
and  they  are  reacting  to  that  inherent  urge  within  them  to  return  to  God 
and  the  Faith  of  their  Fathers.  People  are  anxious  to  place  the  religious  in- 
fluence of  the  Scripture  Text  Calendar  into  their  homes!  Various  Church 
organizations  find  selling  this  calendar  ideal  for  raising  funds.  Selling  in- 
structions accompany  order  for  100  or  more  calendars. 

13  pages  all  in  full  colors  of  Beautiful  Paintings — page  size  93/4xl6  inch- 
es.   Single  copy  30c  each.  Write  today  for  quantity  prices 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around  the  World 


The  three  Church  of  God  pastors 
and  their  38  followers  now  in  Ger- 
many are  still  active. 

A  Bible  in  the  hands  of  every 
American  is  an  aim  of  the  Laymen's 
National  Committee  for  Religion  and 
Defense. 

Two    British    church    leaders.    Dr. 

Leslie  Weatherhead  and  Maude  Roy- 
den,  are  planning  visits  to  America 
at  the  end  of  October. 

For  the  first  time  in  72  years,  the 

Congregational  Church  is  without 
American  representation  in  Japan. 
The  last  missionaries  left  recently 
for  America,  India  and  Philippines. 

The  largest  amount  received  in 
nine  years,  $42,000,000  was  con- 
tributed to  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  U.  S.  A.  during  the  past  year, 
it  was  recently  announced  by  the 
church's  clerk,  Dr.  William  Barrow 
Pugh.    Per  capita  giving  was  $21.49. 

The  Citizens  Peace  Petition  Com- 
mittee, sponsored  by  the  Fellowship 
of  Reconciliation,  the  Keep  America 
Out  of  War  Congress,  the  National 
Council  for  Prevention  of  War  and 
the  Women's  International  League 
for  Peace  and  Freedom,  is  seeking 
1,000,000  signatures  by  October  to 
submit  to  President  Roosevelt. 

The  Catholic  Committee  for  Refu- 
gees recently  announced  that  it  is 
operating  a  non-sectarian  mail  serv- 
ice to  and  from  Europe.  Persons  de- 
siring to  communicate  with  relatives 
or  friends  in  Europe  whose  exact 
whereabouts  they  do  not  know  may, 
for  a  small  fee,  send  letters  and  ob- 
tain replies  through  the  service  by 
giving  available  data  about  the  ad- 
dresses. 

There  are  more  than  100  "uni- 
versity" prisoner  camps  in  Germany. 
One  such  "university"  has  an  enroll- 
ment of  2,244.  When  a  World  Stu- 
dent Service  Fund  secretary  visited 
the  camp  he  found  a  professor  of 
law  from  a  French  university  had 
gathered  together  a  small  group  who 
wanted  to  study  for  examinations 
on  their  release.  In  this  camp  945 
students  now  are  attending  classes 
in  law.  Languages  occupy  800  stu- 
dents. Two  hundred  and  sixty  are 
studying  accounting  and  banking;  22 
are  engaged  in  freehand  and  archi- 
tectural drawing;  180  are  enrolled  in 
education. 


No  cars  at  college  was  a  rule  put 
in  effect  at  Amherst,  Williams,  Mid- 
dlebury  and  several  other  New  Eng- 
land  colleges   this   fall. 

Man's  intellect  is  at  its  sharpest 
between  the  ages  of  35  and  40,  ac- 
cording to  Prof.  Harvey  C.  Lehman, 
52,  of  Northwestern  University. 

The  people  of  America  have  given 
over  $23,000,000  in  the  past  two 
years  for  relief  of  the  oppressed 
peoples  of  Europe;  to  China  they 
have  given  $2,500,000  in  the  last 
four  years. 

Over  2,000  persons  from  38  states 
attended  twelve  summer  institutes 
of  international  relations  sponsored 
by  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee.  Of  this  number  674 
were  teachers,  403  students,  131  min- 
isters and  religious  educators,  35 
from  other  occupations. 

Overcrowding  of  schools  has  be- 
come a  problem  in  defense  centers, 
notably  in  Washington,  D.  C,  where 
there  are  7,000  newcomers  and  in 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  where  there  are  7,778 
additional  pupils.  Some  329,000  pu- 
pils in  the  United  States  are  with- 
out adequate  school  housing. 


A  non-partisan  religious  news- 
paper, Protestant  Voice,  will  make 
its  appearance  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indi- 
ana, early  in  October. 

Conscientious  objectors  in  Great 
Britain  numbered  53,000  up  to  Jan. 
1.  This  represents  less  than  two  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  conscripted. 

The  Wisconsin  conference  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  its  annual 
meeting  refused  to  adopt  a  report  of 
the  social  action  committee  urging 
support  of  its  youth  who  are  con- 
scientious objectors. 

A  course  in  the  principles  of 
Lutheranism  is  being  offered  at  the 
University  of  California.  The  course 
is  part  of  a  plan  worked  out  by  the 
university  to  offer  courses  of  re- 
ligious instruction  in  co-operation 
with  various  denominational  groups. 

A  Bantu  woman  of  Africa,  Mil- 
dred Msomi,  has  won  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  She  was  trained 
at  Lovedale,  Cape  Province,  for 
three  years  and  then  went  to  Fort 
Hare  where  she  graduated  in  1940. 
She  now  has  a  responsible  position 
with  the  South  African  Institute  of 
Race  Relations. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  interfaith  conference  held  at  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  more  than  1,400  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  leaders  were  of 
the  opinion  that  religion  must  assume  a  major  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility in  attempts  to  shape  a  new,  post-war  world.  A  representative 
cross  section  of  American  life,  the  850  officially  registered  delegates, 
both  lay  and  clergy,  augmented  by  600  other  participants,  had  come 
from  almost  every  section  of  the  United  States  to  attend  the  fourth  con- 
ference of  its  kind  sponsored  biennially  by  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews.  Speakers  from  the  ranks  of  labor,  industry,  sci- 
ence and  religion  all  stressed  the  necessity  for  Americans  to  work  to- 
gether spiritually  as  well  as  socially  in  their  efforts  to  build  a  just  and 
stable  society.  At  six  daily  round  tables  there  was  urgency  for  con- 
certed attack  upon  discrimination  and  intolerance  by  labor  and  busi- 
ness groups,  churches,  schools  and  youth  groups.  The  round  table  on 
small  communities  recommended  that  regional  meetings  be  held  to 
promote  understanding  and  community  co-operation  among  the  re- 
ligious, social  and  cultural  groups  of  rural  communities.  Thomas  E. 
Dewey,  district  attorney  of  New  York,  emphasized  religious  leadership 
as  a  living  force  in  the  moral  values  of  the  nation.  Reuben  H.  Mark- 
ham  of  the  Christian  Science  Monitor,  speaking  on  economics  as  a  fac- 
tor in  the  world  of  tomorrow,  said  we  must  go  the  hard  way  of  the  sec- 
ond mile,  of  sacrifice,  of  conscious  spiritual  solidarity.  Rabbi  Louis 
Mann  declared  that  so  long  as  God  and  morality  are  exiled  from  in- 
ternational relations  and  each  peace  treaty  is  an  act  of  war  treachery, 
so  long  will  the  hope  of  peace  and  a  better  world  go  on  glimmering. 
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Of  Human  Harvest 

After  a  long  life,  one  embracing  an  unusual 
range  of  experiences,  the  time  drew  near  when 
Israel  must  die.  As  the  father  of  twelve  sons  it 
was  but  natural  that  Jacob's  mind  should  be 
filled  with  thoughts  concerning  what  the  human 
harvest  might  be.  Varied  indeed  were  the  forces 
which  he  had  turned  loose  in  the  world  through 
the  channels  beginning  with  twelve  lives. 

In  each  son  the  aged  patriarch  doubtless  saw 
reflected  some  strength  or  weakness  of  his  own. 
Sometimes  this  heritage  was  improved  upon; 
sometimes  watered  down,  even  distorted.  There 
was  Reuben,  unstable  as  water;  Simeon  and  Levi, 
headstrong  and  cruel;  Judah,  the  potential  prince 
and  lawgiver;  Zebulun,  lover  of  the  sea;  Issachar, 
strong  of  body  but  destined  to  be  ruled  over;  Dan, 
the  judge,  and  shrewd  like  his  father;  Gad,  born 
for  trouble;  Asher,  the  good  liver;  Napthali,  a 
hind  let  loose;  Joseph,  the  fruitful  bough;  Benja- 
min, rapacious  as  a  wolf. 

These  were  the  men  and  forces  that  Jacob  had 
fathered.  Bearers  they  were  of  both  good  and 
evil.  Yet  in  the  long  run  there  would  be  more 
good  than  evil.  Every  thoughtful  parent  must 
wonder  with  Jacob:  what  will  the  human  harvest 
be?  All  those  who  would  shape  human  lives  may 
well  give  a  second  thought  to  the  probable  out- 
come. H.  A.  B. 

Making  Yourself  Thirsty 

He  drank  more  water  than  usual  last  Saturday 
afternoon.  Vigorous  physical  exercise  was  the 
explanation.  The  sweat  glands  were  very  busy. 
Evaporation  was  speeded  up.  The  system  de- 
manded more  liquid  refreshment.  More  of  the 
other  kind  too.  There  was  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  appetite  for  supper. 

Have  you  coveted  the  blessing  promised  those 
who  hunger  and  thirst  for  righteousness,  and 
wondered  just  how  to  go  about  it?  Can  you  make 
yourself  thirsty  when  you  are  not,  especially  for 


something  so  vague  and  intangible  as  righteous- 
ness?   Certainly  you  can,  and  like  it  immensely. 

Exercise  is  the  answer.  Isn't  there  somebody 
in  the  hospital  who  would  like  to  see  you,  or  get 
a  word  of  sympathetic  interest  from  you?  Or 
some  home  in  your  neighborhood  where  a  daugh- 
ter is  discouraged  almost  to  the  point  of  suicide? 
She  is  longing  for  somebody  to  tell  her  troubles 
to,  somebody  who  would  understand.  If  you 
could  do  that  much,  just  understand,  it  would 
help  a  lot. 

Almost  surely  there  are  persons  within  reach 
who  long  for  the  peace  of  patient  trust.  They  are 
not  sure  there  is  any  use  to  try  to  keep  faith,  or  do 
right.  There's  good  honest  work  for  you.  True, 
it  might  make  you  sweat,  but  that  would  only  ex- 
cite thirst  for  the  living  water,  and  you  would 
drink  more,  and  with  a  relish  hitherto  unknown. 

E.   F. 

The  Seven  Churches  of  America 

The  seven  churches  of  Asia  may  be  taken  as  so 
many  prototypes  of  the  Christian  churches  one 
finds  today — for  example,  in  America.  Listing 
them  in  order  one  finds  that — 

Ephesus  was  the  church  of  the  lost  radiance. 
The  Revelator  remembered  the  toil,  patience  and 
abhorrence  of  evil  men  characteristic  of  this 
church.  Yet,  he  had  somewhat  against  the  mem- 
bers at  Ephesus.  They  had  left  their  first  love. 
Has  anything  like  this  ever  happened  in  America? 
For  any  such,  "remember  therefore  from  whence 
thou  art  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  the  first  works." 

Smyrna  was  the  church  beset  with  fears.  Many 
tribulations  had  come  to  this  group.  Also  poverty; 
yet  there  is  the  parenthetic  phrase  "but  thou  art 
rich."  To  the  church  at  Smyrna,  and  to  such  as 
are  fearful,  the  message  is:  "Fear  none  of  those 
things  which  thou  shalt  suffer.  ...  Be  thou 
faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
of  life." 

Pergamos  was  the  church  of  those  deficient  in 
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conscience.  This  is  drawn  from  the  statement 
that  in  this  group  there  were  those  who  held 
"the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who  taught  Balak  to 
cast  a  stumblingblock  before  the  children  of  Is- 
rael." Balaam  was  a  prophet  who  knew  right  but 
caused  men  to  do  evil.  Men  deficient  in  conscience 
may  not  deny  the  faith  in  words,  but  they  need  to 
repent. 

Thyatira  was  noted  for  great  activity,  but  also 
for  fickle-mindedness.  The  Revelator  remembered 
their  works,  their  services,  their  charity.  But 
there  was  something  about  their  attitude  which 
reminded  him  of  Jezebel  and  her  wicked  ways. 
The  admonition  to  the  members  at  Thyatira  was 
that  they  repent,  that  they  hold  fast  the  good  they 
still  had. 

Sardis  was  the  church  of  the  dead.  To  be  sure, 
"thou  hast  a  name  that  thou  livest."  But  the 
truth  was  that  the  church  at  Sardis  was  as  good 
as  dead.  To  the  members  at  Sardis  the  message 
was:  "Be  watchful,  and  strengthen  the  things  that 
remain,  that  are  ready  to  die:  for  I  have  not  found 
thy  works  perfect  before  God." 

Philadelphia  was  the  church  with  "a  little 
strength."  How  many  churches  there  are  today 
with  just  "a  little  strength"!  Such  may  keep  the 
Word,  not  denying  the  Master,  and  yet  they  are 
deficient  in  strength  as  they  face  the  open  door 
of  their  times.  To  such  the  word  is:  "Hold  that 
fast  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown." 

Laodicea  was  the  church  of  the  lukewarm.  The 
congregation  in  this  city  was  neither  hot  nor  cold. 
The  trouble  with  these  members  seems  to  have 
been  self-sufficiency — "I  am  rich,  .  .  .  and  have 
need  of  nothing."  But  the  Revelator  saw  them  as 
"wretched  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and 
naked."  The  counsel  for  the  Laodiceans  was  that 
they  seek  the  true  riches,  the  clear  insights. 

Such  were  the  seven  churches  of  Asia  as  John 
saw  them.  Doubtless  they  can  be  taken  as  pro- 
totypes of  churches  in  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Ameri- 
ca. If  we  of  America  would  learn  from  these  an- 
cient churches  how  to  live  in  the  new  hard  days 
ahead,  let  us  seek  the  radiance  of  our  first  love  in 
Christ,  be  of  good  courage  and  of  clear  conscience; 
not  fickle-minded,  but  watchful,  holding  fast  that 
good  thing  which  we  have;  not  blinded  by  self- 
sufficiency,  but  seekers  after  the  values  which 
can  stand  the  test  of  fire.  h.  a.  b. 

Power  and  More  Power 

The  giant  locomotives  that  pass  my  window  ex- 
cite my  wonder  and  admiration.  They  pull  long 
and  heavy  freight  trains  at  a  speed  once  thought 
possible  only  for  the  fastest  passenger  traffic. 
There  is  power  in  them. 


So  there  is  in  many  other  engines  of  physical 
accomplishment,  but  the  greatest  power  in  the 
world  does  not  reside  in  material  instruments. 
It  was  power  of  another  sort  that  once  "defeated 
the  entire  might  of  the  British  Empire."  That 
same  power  of  nonviolence  will  yet  overcome  the 
might  of  all  the  empires  of  the  world. 

An  old  gospel  song  says  there  is  power  in  the 
blood  and  a  still  older  gospel  preacher  said  there  is 
power  in  the  gospel.  The  power  of  which  both 
speak  is  the  power  of  "faith  working  through 
love." 

This  is  the  most  powerful  force  known.  The 
whole  creation  groans  in  travail  waiting  for  its 
release.  e.  f. 

He  Spoke  Often  in  Parables 

Symbols  and  figures  of  speech  are  very  useful 
unless  we  forget  that  they  are  symbols  and  figures 
and  mistake  them  for  the  realities  which  they 
represent.  Then  they  lead  us  astray.  They  are 
based,  as  they  must  be,  on  human  relationships, 
but  no  such  relationship  is  exactly  like  that  be- 
tween God  and  men.  The  likeness  is  true  in  cer- 
tain respects  only. 

One  of  the  most  used  of  such  figures  is  that  of 
the  kingdom.  Human  government  was  most  con- 
spicuously organized  that  way  when  the  Bible 
was  written  and  so  divine  government  is  most 
frequently  pictured  that  way.  Another  social 
unit,  however,  perhaps  even  more  helpful  to  un- 
derstanding what  God  is  trying  to  do  with  us,  is 
the  family.  We  could  well  make  more  of  this  than 
we  do. 

Yet  we  should  remember  that  God  is  actually 
neither  a  king  nor  a  father  in  the  human  sense 
of  these  words.  He  is  like  kings  and  fathers  in 
some  particulars.    That's  all. 

The  change  from  a  wrong  to  a  right  relation 
with  God  is  represented  in  the  New  Testament  as 
a  new  birth.  It  is  also  called  a  new  creation,  an 
adoption,  a  resurrection  and  a  washing.  The  terms 
are  all  suggestive  and  helpful.  One  good  brother 
we  know  has  selected  the  first  on  which  to  build 
his  doctrine  of  eternal  security.  One  who  has 
been  born  cannot  be  unborn,  he  says,  and  thus  he 
nails  down  the  argument  and  clinches  it.  Appar- 
ently he  does  not  know  that  one  who  has  been 
born,  or  adopted,  or  resurrected,  can  die  or  be  dis- 
inherited, and  that  one  who  has  been  washed  can 
get  dirty  again. 

Figures  and  symbols  drawn  from  human  expe- 
rience can  be  very  helpful  in  apprehending  spir- 
itual realities  if  we  use  them  for  what  they  are. 

E.  F. 
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Guidance 
for  Youth 

BY   H.   A.   HUMPHREYS 

IV.     Reviving  the  Home  and 
the  Church 

"With  all  thy  getting,  get 
understanding"   (Prov.   4:7). 

The  coming  of  the  in- 
dustrial age  in  which  each 
member  of  the  family 
may,  and  in  many  cases 

does  follow  a  different  type  of  vocational  activity; 
the  disappearance  of  homemade  fun  and  the  in- 
troduction of  commercialized  activity;  the  com- 
ing of  the  auto,  the  movie  and  their  connection 
with  and  influence  upon  the  dance,  the  swimming 
pool,  the  beach,  the  resort,  and  week-end  affairs — 
these  have  all  had  their  part  in  the  decline  of  the 
home  and  the  church.  They  are  both  conserva- 
tive institutions  and  have  consequently  lagged  be- 
hind. A  condition  that  makes  the  problem  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  our  elders  to  understand  is 
the  bringing  out  into  the  open  of  many  things  that 
were  kept  under  cover  in  their  younger  days. 
Thus  the  freedom  with  which  the  sexes  talk  and 
behave  is  shocking  to  them,  and  they  are  ready  to 
jump  to  conclusions  which  may  have  been  justi- 
fied several  years  ago,  but  which,  in  most  cases, 
are  without  justification  in  our  present  social  or- 
der. 

In  the  light  of  the  present  conditions  it  is  ob- 
vious that  if  the  home  and  the  church  are  to  wield 
any  considerable  influence  in  directing  the  affairs 
of  society  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  compete 
with  the  existing  commercialized  activities.  So 
long  as  their  methods  are  ancient  as  compared 
with  those  of  their  competitors,  they  will  of  neces- 
sity stay  many  strides  behind.  Therefore,  it  be- 
hooves the  home  and  the  church  to  institute  a 
new  program  which  will  involve  modern  methods 
and  means.  Even  then  their  progress  will  be  slow, 
for  commercialized  agencies  are  not  asleep  nor  are 
they  likely  to  continue  to  use  present  methods 
when  they  discover  better  ones.  Thus  the  mo- 
mentum of  the  home  and  the  church  must  exceed 
that  of  commercialized  agencies  for  they  must 
catch  up  before  they  can  overtake. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  know  exactly  what 
a  strictly  modern  program  for  the  home  and  for 
the  church  should  be.     There  have  been  certain 


strides  forward  by  both   of  these   organizations 
which  look  favorable. 

The  old  policy  of  suppression  which  has  been 
so  prevalent  for  ages  has  never  been  a  satisfactory 
solution  to  social  problems.  The  solution  is  not  to 
be  found  in  shutting  off  innate  tendencies,  but  in 
shunting  or  directing  reactions.  It  is,  therefore, 
necessary  to  strive  toward  desired  goals  through 
the  substitution  and  sublimation  policies. 

Thus  the  home  must  shift  from  suppression  to 
substitution  and  sublimation — it  must  offer,  in- 
stead of  opposing  authority  which  is  driving  the 
youth  out  into  the  commercialized  area  for  their 
pleasure,  a  means  of  providing  within  the  home 
activities  which  are  self -satisfying.  If  youth  is  de- 
termined to  do  certain  things,  it  is  better  that  they 
do  them  in  the  home  than  that  they  be  forced  out. 

How  can  the  home  compete  with  undesirable 
outside  agencies  in  providing  activities  which  are 
self -satisfying?  The  following  type  of  program 
is  suggested: 

First,  overcome  the  antagonism  that  exists,  and 
always  has  existed,  between  age  and  youth — be 
the  spiritual  age  of  youth — become  interested  in 
the  things  youth  is  interested  in. 

Second,  gain  the  confidence  of  youth — under- 
stand and  appreciate  his  problems.  Remember 
that  instincts  always  have  been  and  always  will 
be  the  same. 

Third,  provide  a  place  in  the  home  for  enter- 
tainment. Permit  the  wholesome  activities  with- 
in the  home  which  appeal  to  youth.  Remember 
that  any  constructive  program  for  handling  de- 
moralizing situations  must  be  based  primarily  on 
the  substitution  and  the  sublimation  policies  and 
not  on  suppression  of  natural  instincts. 

Fourth,  be  sociable — go  places — do  things — act 
to  please  youth — be  a  pal.  Remember  that  human 
beings  live  in  social  groups,  so  that  the  mind  of 
each  person  in  that  group  is  a  stimulus  to,  and  is 
stimulated  by,  other  minds  in  the  group. 

Fifth,  don't  be  shocked  at  anything  which  is  not 
within  itself  bad.  It  does  not  pay  to  jump  to  hasty 
conclusions;  youth  will  be  guided  and  controlled, 
but  not  policed.  It  is  important  to  retain  the  con- 
fidence of  youth. 

Sixth,  co-operate  in  increasing  wholesome  en- 
joyment of  available  worth-while  means  of  recre- 
ation. Remember  that  there  is  nothing  radically 
wrong  with  youth  that  has  not  always  been  so. 
They  are  the  product  of  what  has  preceded  and 
are  not  responsible  for  what  their  elders  have  con- 
trived. 
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Such  a  program  provides  for  the  release  of  nat- 
ural instincts  in  a  satisfying  yet  social  way.  Many 
features  may  not  appeal  to  the  elders  who  have 
been  raised  in  a  different  environment,  but  if  by 
the  program  youth  can  be  supervised  and  guided 
and  there  is  present  that  satisfying  feeling  that 
all  is  open  and  aboveboard  the  plan  is  far  superior 
to  the  laissez-faire  method,  and  the  attitude  that 
what  they  do  in  secret  doesn't  matter  or  what  you 
don't  know  doesn't  exist. 

The  modern  home  must  provide  wholesome  ac- 
tivities which  are  within  themselves  satisfying  in 
order  to  compete  successfully  with  unwholesome 
commercialized  activities — if  it  is  to  be  more  than 
the  "filling  station"  and  "parking  place"  for  its 
members.  When  we  are  sure  we  truly  appreciate 
our  homes  we  can  probably  say  with  certainty 
that  our  reason  for  this  appreciation  is  that  we 
have  put  thought,  time  and  labor  into  the  making 
of  that  home. 

What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
suppression,  the  substitution  and  the  sublimation 
policies  for  dealing  with  evil  recreative  tendencies 
applies  to  the  church  also.  The  success  of  the 
church  depends  upon  the  use  of  a  modernized  pro- 
gram which  recognizes  that  it  is  in  direct  compe- 
tition with  the  commercialized  recreative  agencies 
and  if  it  is  to  foster  wholesome  activities  which 
within  themselves  are  satisfying,  those  activities 
must  be  more  appealing  to  youth  than  the  ones  in 
which  he  is  now  engaging. 

Some  churches  in  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try are  beginning  to  see  the  possibilities  which  lie 
in  such  a  program  and  are  organizing  their  work 
to  compete  with  outside  agencies.  Many  sections 
of  the  country  also  are  introducing  in  their  com- 
munity a  system  of  weekday  religious  education. 
Many  and  varied  programs  may  be  cited;  how- 
ever, the  one  mentioned  below  is  that  which  is 
said  to  be  in  use  in  Kirkpatrick  Memorial  Com- 
munity Church  of  Parma,  Idaho. 

This  is  indeed  a  church  of  the  open  door,  for  any 
organization  or  individual  can  use  any  part  of  the 
church  or  community  house  without  charge.  It  is 
a  quiet,  practical  place  of  service.  The  substan- 
tial church  building  is  of  white  brick  and  stone, 
with  stained  glass  windows.  The  Sunday-school 
assembly  room  is  in  the  basement.  Here  also  are 
classrooms,  which  can  be  thrown  open,  making, 
with  the  assembly  room,  a  dining  room  large 
enough  to  seat  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  peo- 
ple. The  kitchen,  in  the  furnishing  of  which  all 
the  women's  organizations  in  the  church  helped, 
is  equipped  with  everything  a  kitchen  should 
have. 


There  are  classrooms  in  the  gallery  of  the  main 
auditorium  and  in  the  space  beneath,  making,  with 
those  in  the  basement,  sixteen  in  all.  The  restful 
tan  and  brown  auditorium  upstairs  seats  two  hun- 
dred, but  with  the  gallery  and  the  classrooms  be- 
low the  gallery,  seats  may  be  placed  for  six  hun- 
dred. 

The  church  equipment  includes  a  stereopticon 
and  reflectoscope,  but  not  a  moving-picture  ma- 
chine. The  pastor  has  an  unwritten  agreement 
with  the  local  movie  magnate  that,  so  long  as  he 
does  not  run  pictures  on  Sunday  night  and  leaves 
poor  pictures  alone,  the  church  will  not  compete 
with  him.  This  is  not  an  agreement  that  the 
church  will  not  buy  a  moving-picture  machine, 
but  only  that  it  will  not  run  pictures  on  regular 
show  nights.  The  result  of  the  agreement  is  clean 
movies  in  Parma  and  a  dark  moving-picture  house 
on  Sunday  nights. 

The  tan-colored  community  house  stands  beside 
the  church,  a  well-kept  lawn  and  hedge  between 
them.  Behind  are  graveled  tennis  courts.  In  the 
basement  of  this  building  is  the  gymnasium,  fully 
equipped,  and  used  by  young  and  old.  On  the 
landing  going  upstairs  is  a  glass  enclosed  cabinet 
where  the  outside  "jackets"  of  new  books  in  the 
library  are  posted.  Upstairs,  a  number  of  rooms 
open  from  a  central  hall,  one  of  which  is  a  girls' 
club  room. 

There  is  a  pleasant  room  where  boys  play  check- 
ers and  other  games  on  long  winter  evenings.  A 
small  assembly  room  is  nominally  the  Friendly 
Men's  room,  but  other  organizations  may  use  it. 
The  public  library  of  the  village  has  its  home  in 
the  community  house.  There  is  also  a  radio  room 
where  every  night  an  absorbed  audience  of  boys, 
members  of  the  Radio  Sunday-school  class,  and 
their  buddies,  gather  to  "listen  in."  Lastly,  there 
is  the  pastor's  study  and  office,  undoubtedly  the 
busiest  room  of  all.  The  community  house  is  the 
one  common  meeting  place  in  Parma.  Open  ev- 
ery day  in  the  week,  it  is  the  center  of  the  life  of 
the  village. 

By  inserting  into  the  program  of  the  church 
those  wholesome  activities  which  are  within  them- 
selves satisfying  it  is  believed  that  great  steps  for- 
ward can  be  made.  The  church  will  thus  again 
become  the  center  of  social  progress.  Those  un- 
wholesome commercialized  activities  which  are 
now  attracting  great  numbers  of  our  youth,  and 
absorbing  their  time,  energy,  and  money  without 
regard  for  their  moral  welfare  will  either  be 
closed  or  else  forced  to  change  their  offerings  to 
meet  the  ideals  held  by  the  home  and  the  church.. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 
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Landmarks 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

Proverbs  22:28  says  that  we  are  not  to  remove 
landmarks.  But  unless  they  are  given  attention, 
they  are  likely  to  become  overgrown,  and  in  this 
way  lost  to  sight.  Time,  weather  and  the  action 
of  the  soil  will  cause  them  to  sink  and  become 
covered  up. 

This  is  also  true  spiritually.  Neglect,  indiffer- 
ence, the  cares  of  life  and  worldliness  creep  upon 
us  and  before  we  realize  it,  some  landmarks  of 
iaith  and  practice  are  lost  sight  of. 

In  nature  little  besides  weeds  produces  fruit 
without  cultivation  and  attention.  So  if  we  are  to 
have  spiritual  fruit,  the  markings  that  guide  and 
feed  must  be  kept  clear  of  overgrowing  hin- 
drances. 

The  family  altar  must  be  tended  or  it  is  soon 
lost.  Church  attendance  dare  not  be  neglected. 
The  Lord's  Day  not  kept  is  soon  in  the  possession 
of  the  world.  This  landmark  is  a  precious  gift  to 
us.  The  house  of  worship  should  be  kept  as  a 
powerhouse  of  prayer,  not  a  mart  of  merchandise, 
eating  and  drama. 

The  deity  of  Christ  and  his  atonement  become 
-covered  by  the  wisdom  and  learning  of  man,  which 
is  foolishness  with  God. 

At  times  some  markings  are  kept  clear,  even 
held  high  as  a  beacon  to  others.  Then  in  time 
those  are  neglected  and  lost  to  view  and  others 
•are  cultivated.  Is  it  not  possible  to  keep  all  clear, 
:so  that  none  of  the  markings  on  the  way  of  eter- 
nal life  are  lost  and  none  thereby  miss  the  way? 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


H.  C,  Early's  Contribution  to  Missions 

BY  CHAS.   D.   BONSACK 

Bro.  H.  C.  Early's  recent  death  recalls  to  some  of  us 
happy  memories  of  Christian  fellowship,  as  well  as  a 
■deep  sense  of  personal  loss.  He  gripped  the  writer 
when  a  boy  with  a  sermon  in  the  old  Meadow  Branch 
church,  Maryland,  on  the  text,  "Take  heed  therefore 
how  ye  hear."  Later  he  held  several  meetings  for  us 
there,  during  one  of  which  he  performed  our  marriage 
ceremony.  Later  I  held  three  meetings  in  his  home 
church.  Mill  Creek,  Virginia.  From  1906  to  1920  we 
traveled  together  frequently  to  Elgin  to  attend  meetings 
of  the  General  Mission  Board.  In  these  intimate  con- 
tacts I  learned  to  appreciate  his  deep  interest  and  keen 
insights  into  the  work  and  problems  of  the  church.  I 
shall  always  feel  grateful  for  his  personal  help  and  in- 
spiration as  we  faced  together  many  problems  of  the 
church  and  her  mission  program. 

Bro.  Early  came  from  a  noble  and  staunch  parentage. 
In  addition  to  a  godly  home  he  availed  himself  of  more 
than  the  average  educational  opportunities  for  those 
days.  He  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years.  But  the 
church  from  his  youth  became  the  object  of  his  interest 


and  devotion.  He  was  baptized  at  twenty-one  and  at 
once  became  active  locally  in  the  Sunday  school  as  both 
teacher  and  superintendent.  He  was  elected  to  the  min- 
istry at  twenty-five  and  immediately  became  active  in 
its  opportunities.  He  gave  many  years  to  evangelistic 
work  throughout  the  whole  brotherhood  with  remark- 
able success.  His  service  on  the  Standing  Committee, 
as  Moderator  of  the  Conference,  committee  work,  with 
General  Education  Board  and  many  other  activities  is 
well  known  to  all,  and  we  trust  others  may  recall  much 
of  this  service  for  the  present  generation. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  General  Mission 
Board  in  1901.  He  came  to  it  at  a  time  when  his  fore- 
sight, clear  mind  and  business  ability  made  his  help 
most  opportune.  The  Publishing  House  had  been  moved 
from  Mount  Morris  to  Elgin  two  years  before.  Changes 
in  management  had  taken  place.  The  new  location  and 
larger  buildings  were  being  erected.  To  make  all  these 
economically  sound  and  church-centered  in  the  new  lo- 
cation required  wise  counsel  to  those  who  were  carry- 
ing the  responsibilities.  His  business  insight,  along  with 
that  of  D.  L.  Miller,  Joseph  Amick  and  others  in  those 
early  days,  established  the  Publishing  House  on  safe 
and  wise  beginnings. 

His  wide  experience  in  successful  evangelistic  work, 
along  with  his  keen  mind  for  business,  was  most  helpful 
in  the  developing  mission  work,  which  was  then  con- 
fined to  India,  Scandinavia  and  the  homeland.  He 
was  aggressive,  but  knew  the  church  thoroughly;  and 
while  he  thought  and  lived  ahead  of  many,  he  was  us- 
ually careful  to  bring  no  division  or  distress  to  the 
church.  The  board  met  many  difficult  problems.  In  all 
of  them  he  showed  sympathy,  understanding  of  people, 
a  desire  for  truth  and  fairness;  but  also  there  was  evi- 
dent a  determination  to  get  the  facts  and  deal  thorough- 
ly for  the  good  of  the  church.  Three  times  he  was 
elected  to  visit  the  mission  fields;  but  only  once  did  he 
get  away.  This  trip  took  him  around  the  world,  and  he 
was  gone  seven  months. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  General  Mission  Board  for  a 
decade  or  more.  He  had  special  gifts  for  such  a  task. 
He  possessed  a  keen  and  analytical  mind,  with  an  un- 
derstanding of  people  and  underlying  principles.  He 
could  clarify  an  issue  and  discriminate  between  pri- 
mary and  secondary  values.  He  got  respect  without 
asking  for  it.  He  was  always  sympathetic,  but  never 
weak  or  partial.  He  knew  the  human  weakness  of  both 
friend  and  enemy,  but  was  never  harsh.  He  kept  both 
his  head  and  emotions  with  calm  and  becoming  dignity. 
He  had  great  vision,  but  was  never  visionary.  He  saw 
far  and  deep,  yet  was  careful  in  details.  It  is  easy  to 
see  how  such  as  he  would  make  a  good  presiding  officer, 
for  such  he  was. 

He  was  a  most  valued  man  as  a  board  member  be- 
cause of  his  knowledge  and  love  for  the  church,  as  well 
as  his  efficiency  in  methods  of  business  and  organiza- 
tion. But  we  can  understand  why  he  made  but  one  trip 
to  the  mission  fields  when  elected  three  times  to  go. 
Such  trips  require  an  adaptation  of  life  to  different  con- 
ditions that  was  difficult  for  a  man  of  Bro.  Early's  tem- 
perament. While  deeply  interested  in  the  work  and 
workers,  and  while  his  judgment  and  insight  could  have 
been  most  valuable,  yet  that  part  of  the  work  never  had 
a  strong  appeal  to  him.  This  was  especially  true  in  the 
beginnings  of  the  work.  He  never  lacked  interest  in 
backward  people,  and  often  spoke  of  the  fine  folks  and 
progress  of  the  work;  but  his  love  of  home,  orderliness, 
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and  the  good  people  of  Virginia,  whom  he  always  felt 
were  among  the  world's  best,  made  such  adventures  un- 
attractive. 

But  his  contribution  to  the  work  of  missions  and  to 
church  work  in  general  was  most  significant.  When  one 
remembers  his  work  in  forward-looking  planning  for 
missions,  publishing  interests,  education  and  the  minis- 
try; his  many  contributions  to  our  literature;  his  suc- 
cessful evangelistic  work;  his  leadership  in  the  work  of 
Annual  Conferences;  and  his  large  correspondence  with 
those  who  sought  his  wise  counsel  and  help,  one  won- 
ders how  he  did  it  all!  Truly  the  present  generation  en- 
ters into  a  church  and  fellowship  upon  which  those  who 
have  gone  before  have  bestowed  much  thought  and 
labor.  They  did  it  because  of  their  love  and  devotion 
to  the  work  and  with  little  financial  remuneration. 
Their  number  is  legion.  Among  them  H.  C.  Early  stands 
as  one  of  real  strength  and  leadership,  and  as  a  Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

Elgin,  III. 


Henry  C.  Early  As  I  Knew  Him 

BY  J.  E.   MILLER 

Henry  Clay  Early  was  his  full  name.  I  have  often 
thought  that  had  he  given  his  efforts  to  statesmanship 
he  might  have  rivaled  Henry  Clay  himself.  Yet  he  did 
better  than  that;  he  made  of  himself  a  great  Christian 
church  statesman  and  stamped  himself  indelibly  on  the 
history  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  a  transition 
period  that  will  ever  bear  the  imprint  of  his  masterly 
handling  of  delicate  problems. 

If  he  had  given  himself  to  the  practice  of  law,  his 
keen  insight,  his  logical  analysis  and  his  clear-cut  state- 
ments would  have  eminently  fitted  him  for  the  bench. 
He  did  better  than  that;  he  entered  the  Christian  min- 
istry, which  opened  to  him  the  widest  possible  field  for 
a  man  of  his  eloquence  and  force  in  public  address. 

He  had  a  business  head.  As  I  knew  his  work  as  a 
member  and  chairman  of  the  General  Mission  Board 
and  of  the  directors  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House, 
I  marveled  at  his  knowledge  of  the  business  transacted 
and  his  good  judgment  in  advising  specific  action.  All 
too  few  of  us  know  the  problems  that  arise  in  the  man- 
agement of  these  two  institutions  and  still  fewer  of  us 
would  know  what  to  advise  from  time  to  time. 

He  knew  men  and  was  able  to  select  the  right  man 
for  the  place.  This  is  seen  in  his  choice  of  those  to  car- 
ry on  in  special  activities  and  in  the  appointment  of 
committees  to  shape  church  polity. 

He  recognized  the  worth  of  the  individual  even  when 
that  individual  held  views  entirely  opposite  to  his  own. 
This  enabled  him  to  see  a  problem  from  every  angle  and 
helped  him  to  arrive  at  an  impartial  solution.  As  a  re- 
sult, he  was  master  of  himself  where  others  might  have 
been  slaves  to  themselves. 

He  was  not  afraid  to  change.  Too  many  of  us  con- 
sider it  a  sign  of  weakness  to  change  our  views  on  vital 
problems.  Such  was  not  the  case  with  Henry  C.  Early. 
More  light  and  a  wider  experience  often  call  for  a  re- 
statement of  a  problem  or  a  doctrine.  Happy  is  that 
man  who  does  not  falter  at  this  point. 

Because  he  did  not  fear  to  change  he  did  not  cease 
to  grow.  Paul  speaks  of  some  who  were  still  drinking 
milk  when  they  should  have  been  eating  meat.  I  al- 
ways admired  Gladstone  because  he  continued  to  grow 


to  the  end.  I  had  the  same  admiration  for  Bro.  Early. 
Growth  means  change.  In  the  case  of  Bro.  Early  it  also 
meant  stability. 

He  was  at  home  in  the  pulpit.  He  loved  to  preach. 
He  studied  his  texts,  mastered  his  subjects  and  spoke 
with  a  positiveness  that  won  attention  and  carried  con- 
viction. Both  in  the  pulpit  and  out  of  it  he  carried  the 
bearing  of  a  man  who  was  about  his  Father's  business. 
To  him  the  ministry  was  a  high  calling  and  called  for 
one's  very  best  at  all  times.  Because  he  had  convic- 
tions his  preaching  convicted  others,  which  led  to  a 
change  in  their  lives.  The  message  of  a  preacher  with 
convictions  carries  a  dynamic  that  cannot  be  resisted. 

In  all  my  association  with  him  he  never  descended  to 
the  trivial.  He  had  the  bearing  of  the  Christian  gen- 
tleman in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  term.  Strangers  who 
met  him  for  the  first  time  went  away  with  the  feeling 
that  they  had  been  in  the  presence  of  a  real  man.  He 
ever  seemed  to  be  only  his  simple  self. 

He  was  a  natural  leader.  He  stood  in  the  front  ranks 
at  our  Annual  Conferences  where  his  contributions  were 
outstanding  in  two  lines:  his  work  on  important  com- 
mittees to  study  and  solve  certain  perplexing  problems, 
and  as  moderator  of  the  Conference.  Of  these  commit- 
tees he  was  often  the  chairman  and  even  wrote  the  final 
decisions.  A  seminary  student  might  well  study  this 
phase  of  his  life  as  the  subject  of  a  thesis.  As  moder- 
ator he  never  faltered.  He  held  speakers  to  the  question 
under  consideration,  was  fair  in  his  rulings  and  knew 
how  to  direct  the  line  of  discussion  and  procedure.  He 
will  certainly  go  down  in  history  as  one  of  the  very 
greatest  moderators  we  have  ever  had.  In  his  day  it 
was  not  always  as  easy  to  moderate  Annual  Confer- 
ence as  it  is  at  present  when  warm  discussions  seldom 
occur  and  unkind  personalities  and  criticisms  are  un- 
known. 

To  me  Henry  C.  Early  was  as  a  second  father.  We 
exchanged  letters  at  times.  We  often  conversed  either 
at  Conference  or  during  his  many  visits  at  Elgin.  A 
year  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  and  benefit  of  a  visit  in  his 
home  where  we  could  speak  freely.  That  was  one  of 
the  coveted  privileges  of  my  life.  The  home  life  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Early  was  ideal.  There  was  complete 
understanding  of  each  other  and  a  deep  affection.  In 
his  blindness  his  good  wife  was  eyes  and  confidential 
secretary.  Her  loss  is  great  and  the  church,  too,  has  lost 
a  mighty  man  of  God. 

A  final  word.  Unfortunately  Bro.  Early  did  not  write 
as  much  as  he  should  have  written.  A  year  ago  I  sug- 
gested that  he  should  dictate  parts  of  his  life  history 
that  it  might  be  recorded  for  future  generations.  He 
thought  his  life  hardly  deserved  that  distinction,  and 
further,  that  his  blindness  and  general  health  forbade 
such  a  procedure.  Our  publications  abound  in  produc- 
tions from  his  pen  that  deserve  a  wider  circulation  now 
that  he  is  gone.  Across  the  hall  from  my  desk  hang 
the  pictures  of  three  great  men — all  chairmen  of  our 
General  Mission  Board:  Daniel  Vaniman,  Enoch  Eby 
and  D.  L.  Miller.  The  next  picture  to  go  there  is  that 
of  Henry  C.  Early.  Some  day  this  will  be  followed  by 
the  portrait  of  Otho  Winger,  the  sole  survivor  of  past 
chairmen  of  the  Board.  These  five  men  should  some 
day  be  written  up  in  one  book,  stressing  especially  their 
labors  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  they  were  re- 
lated to  our  mission  work,  which  after  all  is  the  great 
first  work  of  the  church  in  every  age. 

Elgin,  III. 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Concluding  "The  Sinking  of  the  Zamzam 


// 


BY  SYLVIA  M.  OINESS,  R.  N. 


On  May  19,  over  a  month  after  the  sinking  of 
the  Zamzam,  we  saw  the  lights  of  Spain,  and  land 
for  the  first  time.  On  May  20,  we  entered  the  har- 
bor of  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  accompanied  by  three 
minesweepers  and  destroyers.  In  occupied  France 
we  still  faced  an  uncertain  future  in  the  hands  of 
the  Germans.  We  realized  some  of  our  friends 
would  suffer  the  cruelties  of  war.  But  a  ray  of 
hope  came  even  to  their  sad  hearts,  for  again  we 
witnessed  a  rainbow;  it  stretched  from  the  sandy 
shore  out  to  the  rolling  sea.  There  we  learned  our 
fate.  Americans  would  be  put  ashore,  and  taken 
to  Biarritz,  famous  summer  resort,  and  held  there 
until  arrangements  could  be  made  for  their  re- 
lease through  Spain  and  Portugal.  British,  Ca- 
nadians, French,  Greeks,  including  women  and 
children,  and  the  entire  crew  would  be  taken  to 
Bordeaux  and  separated  to  German  concentration 
camps.  Some  60  of  our  fellow  passengers  were 
thus  held:  13  Protestant  missionaries,  the  17  Rom- 
an Catholic  priests  who  were  Canadians,  all  the 
refugees  from  England,  the  Norwegian  nurse,  and 
the  Greek  nurses.  I  recall  how  families  and 
friends  were  separated.  I  think  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Adventist  couple  on  the  way  to  Africa  for  the 
first  time;  the  husband  was  Canadian;  the  wife 
fortunately  was  an  American  and  was  able  to  re- 
turn to  America  with  their  nine-month-old  baby. 
I  think  of  the  couple  going  to  East  Africa  under 
the  Africa  Inland  Mission;  the  husband  was  Brit- 
ish and  his  wife  American.  It  was  heartbreaking 
to  see  those  Canadian  and  British  husbands  torn 
from  their  sobbing  wives.  Again,  I  think  of  a  lit- 
tle eight-year-old  English  child  who  was  on  her 
way  to  a  prison  camp;  I  think  of  a  charming  young 
woman  from  England  who  was  to  meet  her  sweet- 
heart in  Capetown  and  be  married  shortly  after 
her  arrival.  Think  of  being  separated  from  the 
one  you  hold  most  dear — under  such  circum- 
stances. 

We  in  America  are  most  fortunate.  Let  us  not 
fail  to  appreciate  our  privileges.  And  let  us  pray 
for  these  dear  ones  who  are  suffering  now  as  we 
know  not  how,  in  prison  camps  under  the  nazi 
regime  in  Europe.  May  the  Lord  give  his  own 
people  courage  and  strength  to  witness  faithfully 
for  him  in  those  camps,  that  many  might  come  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  Savior.  That  day  we  Ameri- 
cans were  proud  to  be  Americans!  With  pride  we 
claimed  the  American  flag  as  the  flag  of  our  coun- 
try, and  thanked  God  we  had  the  privileges  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 


To  Biarritz  we  were  taken  in  a  group,  placed  in 
hotels,  and  held  in  a  prescribed  area  until  our 
identity  had  been  established,  and  until  orders  had 
come  through  from  Berlin.  Having  been  ques- 
tioned individually  by  German  authorities,  and 
having  had  our  passports  carefully  examined,  we 
were  at  last  permitted  the  "run  of  the  city."  We 
could  walk  anywhere  in  the  city,  but  were  forbid- 
den to  go  outside  city  limits.  Permission  was 
granted  to  purchase  articles  of  necessity  in  stores. 
Most  of  all,  we  needed  clothing,  but  clothing  was 
the  most  difficult  to  obtain.  Special  tickets  from 
the  government  were  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
After  days  of  waiting  we  abandoned  the  idea,  real- 
izing that  the  more  clothes  we  purchased,  the  less 
the  French  people  would  have.  The  American 
Red  Cross  and  American  Friends'  Committee  fur- 
nished many  garments  of  clothing,  especially  for 
the  children. 

Except  for  a  few  permitted  by  the  German  gov- 
ernment, the  only  cars  evident  were  the  German 
army  trucks  and  officers'  vehicles.  The  French 
people  are  oppressed,  malnourished,  poor.  Some 
80%  of  the  food  produced  in  France  goes  to  the 
German  army  of  occupation,  and  a  mere  20%  re- 
mains for  the  starving  French.  They  are  allowed 
meat  only  once  every  15  days,  no  potatoes,  no 
sugar,  no  white  flour,  and  very  little  milk  and  but- 
ter. Fifty  pounds  of  coal  once  a  month  must  suf- 
fice for  cooking  and  heating  purposes.  Oh,  the 
grief  and  sorrow  written  on  the  faces  of  those  peo- 
ple! 

Communication  with  the  populace  was  pro- 
hibited. Blackouts  were  observed,  since  this  was 
occupied  territory.  In  the  mornings  I  was  awak- 
ened by  "glee  clubs."  These  were  groups  of  Ger- 
man soldiers  marching  through  the  streets  singing 
lustily  the  war  song,  Germany  Over  All.  I  can 
still  hear  the  sound  of  hobnailed  boots  marching 
up  and  down,  up  and  down  the  streets  of  Biarritz. 
May  those  hobnailed  boots  never  march  up  and 
down  the  streets  of  America! 

After  ten  days  we  were  taken  to  Hendaye  on  the 
French  border  and  herded  into  a  Spanish  train 
bound  for  Portugal.  Our  last  sight  at  leaving 
nazi-occupied  territory  was  a  huge  swastika  hang- 
ing in  the  railroad  station.  At  Irun  on  the  Span- 
ish border  customs  officials  examined  baggage,  and 
soon  we  were  viewing  the  landscape  of  a  country 
so  recently  torn  by  war.  Spain  presented  a  sorry 
picture.    We  noted  the  poor  quality  of  her  soil  and 
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the  primitive  methods  of  cultivation.  The  people 
in  Spain  are  in  worse  starvation  than  the  people 
in  France.  Debris  had  not  yet  been  cleared  away 
from  areas  bombed  during  her  Civil  War.  Build- 
ings were  blown  down  from  the  bombings,  and 
railways  were  still  crippled.  As  we  stopped  at 
stations,  starving  Spanish  children  rapped  at  our 
train  windows,  with  outstretched  arms  begging 
and  pleading  for  food.    It  was  a  pitiful  sight! 

June  1  we  entered  the  free  country  of  Portugal. 
A  most  pleasant  surprise  was  ours  as  we  stepped 
out  of  the  train  on  the  station  platform  in  the  town 
of  Mangualde.  Long  tables  beautifully  decorated 
and  heavily  laden  with  food  stretched  the  length 
of  the  platform.  The  Portuguese  people,  with  the 
aid  of  the  American  Express  and  the  American 
Red  Cross,  had  prepared  a  sumptuous  meal  of  no 
less  than  five  courses  for  us  starving  Americans. 
For  a  full  hour  we  ate,  and  the  train  waited  for 
us.  When  supper  was  over,  a  native  girl  leaped 
onto  a  chair  and  waved  the  Portuguese  flag  while 
we  cheered;  then  she  waved  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  while  we  cheered  louder  yet! 

On  to  Lisbon  we  sped.  And  there,  for  the  fourth 
time,  God  assured  us  with  a  splendid,  bright  rain- 
bow. In  Cintra,  a  small  town  of  great  historical 
note  and  beauty,  just  twenty  miles  from  Lisbon, 
we  rested  and  relaxed,  and.  built  ourselves  up  with 
excellent  food.  People  in  and  about  Lisbon  did 
not  hesitate  to  communicate  to  us  their  fears  of 
Herr  Hitler  marching  upon  them  at  any  time. 
Through  the  good  work  of  the  American  consul, 
passage  was  secured  in  ten  days  for  our  return  to 
America.  Many  missionaries,  although  they  had 
lost  all  supplies,  wished  to  remain  in  Lisbon  and 
wait  for  Portuguese  ships  sailing  to  Africa's  west 
coast.  But  the  United  States  government  ordered 
its  citizens  to  return  to  America.    Thus,  there  was 


no  choice  in  the  matter  of  what  we  should  do. 

June  10  the  first  of  the  group  set  sail  for  New 
York  on  the  Portuguese  liner,  the  Mouzinho.  We 
felt  quite  safe  on  this  vessel,  which  carried  bril- 
liantly lighted  Portuguese  flags,  and  had  painted 
on  her  sides  enormous  flags  also  well  lighted.  This 
ship,  equipped  for  300  passengers,  now  carried 
over  700,  mostly  Jewish  refugees  from  war-torn 
Europe,  from  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Holland, 
Luxembourg.  A  group  of  111  refugee  children 
was  sent  to  America  by  the  American  Friends' 
Committee  and  an  American  Jewish  organization. 
These  children  had  undergone  severe  trials.  Some 
had  seen  their  parents  put  to  death  before  their 
eyes;  others  had  lost  parents  in  concentration 
camps;  and  still  others  were  separated  from  moth- 
ers and  fathers  suffering  even  now  in  prison 
camps  in  the  Fatherland. 

Some  passengers  on  the  Mouzinho  had  just  been 
released  from  camps,  and  related  to  us  stories  of 
horror  that  had  been  endured  during  their  incar- 
ceration. We  twenty-six  single  women  who  were 
the  first  to  return  had  glorious  opportunities  to  wit- 
ness for  our  Lord  Jesus.  Those  dear  Jewish  people 
listened  so  intently  as  we  gave  forth  the  Word  of 
Life.  With  tears  streaming  down  their  faces  they 
drank  in  our  words  as  we  told  them  of  the  Mes- 
siah who  had  come  to  this  world  to  redeem  them, 
to  give  them  life  and  life  more  abundantly.  It  was 
a  joy  to  tell  them  what  Jesus  means  to  us  and 
what  he  can  mean  to  others.  Then  we  conducted 
classes  in  English,  for  adults  as  well  as  for  chil- 
dren, trying  in  a  small  way  to  prepare  them  for 
life  in  America.  We  taught  them  to  sing  the  Star 
Spangled  Banner  and  God  Bless  America.  We 
Americans  sang  these  songs  with  fervor  too,  for 
they  had  taken  on  new  meaning  to  us.  It  was  the 
privilege  of  two  of  our  nurses  to  minister  to  a 


Reader's  left  to  right: 
Rolland    C.     and     Josephine    K. 
Flory;     Helen     F.     and     Edward 
Angeny. 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  October  4-11 


In  the  special  China  Gospel  Messenger  of  Aug.  30,  the  China  missionaries  spoke  directly  to  the  home  church. 
Every  letter  and  each  article  was  a  personal  message  with  its  request  for  our  prayers.  Turn  again  to  that  issue 
and  read  pages  15,  24,  18,  19.  Throughout  this  week,  each  morning  at  our  breakfast  tables  or  each  evening  at 
our  vesper  circle,  let  us  uphold  our  two  new  missionary  families,  the  Angenys  and  the  Florys,  before  the  throne 
of  God.  They  desire  our  prayers.  They  are  studying  the  Chinese  language  in  the  Baguio  Language  School  lo- 
cated in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
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young  Polish  mother  and  her  precious  baby,  born 
on  the  high  seas  just  three  days  out  of  Lisbon. 
June  21  we  landed  in  New  York. 

You  might  ask,  "Why  has  all  this  happened  to 
120  missionaries  bound  for  Africa  to  tell  the  story 
of  J«sus'  love?"  We  do  not  know.  We  cannot  an- 
swer. But  this  one  thing  we  do  know,  that  "all 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  August  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totalled  $8,873.42  and  the  total  received 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1,  1941,  was  $90,499.43. 
Contributions  for  the  Brethren  Service  totalled  $11,- 
218.56  for  the  month  and  the  total  received  for  the  year 
was  $71,165.30,  detail  as  follows: 

Receipts        Total  receipts 
for  August  since  3-1-41 

World    Wide   Missions    $1,622.08  $11,764.32 

Women's  Work  Project    685.37                   4,037.51 

Home    Missions     169.15                      443.34 

Foreign    Missions     528.34                   2,001.48 

Junior  League  Project    7.46                      401.81 

Intermediate    Project     .95                        14.95 

India    Mission    336.61                      740.07 

India  Native  Worker    409.50 

India  Boarding  School    19.03                      167.19 

India    Share    Plan    96.48                      829.63 

India    Missionary    Supports    1,146.91                   9,771.08 

India   Special   Projects    200.00 

China    Mission     133.52                      613.89 

China  Native  Worker    148.65 

China  Boys'   School    5.00 

China   Girls'   School    25.00                        25.00 

China  Share  Plan    286.65 

China   Missionary   Supports    544.26                   5,790.56 

South    China    Mission    26.20                        56.00 

Sweden   Mission    98.43 

Sweden   Missionary   Supports    544.53 

Denmark    Mission    7.50 

Africa  Missionary  Supports   879.33                   4,075.62 

Africa    Mission    550.73                   2,273.68 

Africa    Share  Plan    25.00                      283.77 

Africa    Leper     2.00                        83.81 

Conference    Budget   Undesignated    1,113.72                 39,790.57 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for — 

Board  of  Christian  Education   29.75                   2,832.02 

General   Ministerial   Board    10.57 

General  Education  Board   73.77 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary   (at  Elgin)  202.23                      412.33 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

(at    Chicago)     173.75 

Ministerial  &  Missionary  Service  Fund  55.18 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan    58.50 

Youth    Serves     729.30                   2,018.77 

$  8,873.42  $90,499.43 

For   Brethren   Service — 

Brethren   Service   Certificates    1,170.00  12,705.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    3,493.83  23,566.20 

China    Relief    1,109.39  2,413.81 

Civilian  Public  Service 4,943.91  28,631.71 

European    Relief     15.15  330.39 

Finnish   Relief    5.00 

General    Relief    476.16  3,449.07 

Michigan  Work  Camp    2.00 

Refugee    Fund     10.12  62.12 

$11,218.56  $  71,165.30 

Grand  total  all  contributions    $20,091.98  $161,664.73 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  August  31, 
1941: 

Income  since  March   1,    1941    $69,073.97 

Income  same  period  last  year    69,473.45 

Expense   since  March    1,   1941    85,441.56 

Expense  same  period  last  year    84,101.83 

Mission  deficit  August  31,  1941    7,761.23 

Mission  deficit  July   31,   1941    1,188.96 

Increase  in  deficit,   August,   1941    6,572.27 


God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 
purpose."  May  he  in  his  own  time  and  way  open 
the  doors  for  these  missionaries  to  return  to  sunny 
Africa,  the  land  of  their  hearts'  desires,  that  the 
Word  of  God  may  continue  to  go  forth  until  he 
comes,  and  that  precious  souls  may  be  born  again 
into  the  kingdom  of  our  God. 

Willmar,  Minn. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

Letter  from  Camp  Marietta,  a  camp  administered  co- 
operatively by  the  Brethren  and  Mennonites. 

We  campers  are  very  grateful  to  the  persons  who 
have  labored  to  promote  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
Many  donations  are  coming  into  our  camp  at  present 
from  our  Brethren  and  Mennonite  friends.  At  present 
we  are  insulating  our  kitchen  and  dining  room  hall  and 
one  of  our  dorms.  Curtains  for  our  kitchen  were  fur- 
nished by  a  church  near  North  Canton,  Ohio.  The  men 
and  staff  members  are  becoming  more  enthusiastic  about 
camp  life  and  will  be  wanting  to  do  their  part  the  more 
because  of  these  donations. 

May  the  Lord  bless  the  staff  and  campers  in  what 
they  do  to  his  honor  and  glory. 

Carl  D.  Hochstetler,  Wooster  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Wooster,  Ohio.  

Soil  Erosion 

Hordes  of  gullies 
Now  remind  us 

We  should  build  our  land  to  stay, 
And  when  departing  leave  behind  us 
Fields  that  have  not  washed  away. 
When  our  boys  assume  the  mortgage 
On  the  land  that's  had  our  toil, 
May  they  ne'er  need  ask  the  question: 
"Here's  the  farm  but  where's  the  soil?" 

— Unknown  C.  P.  S.  Camper. 


Lcrgro  Campers'  Report 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  nine  campers  from 
Lagro  and  their  assistant  camp  director,  Ralph  Town- 
send,  on  the  National  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  Con- 
ference held  Sept.  5,  6  and  7,  at  Lakeside,  Ohio. 

"The  Camp  Lagro  delegation  of  ten  men  arrived  at 
Lakeside,  Ohio,  soon  after  noon  Friday  in  a  drenching 
rain.  We  were  on  the  grounds  only  a  short  time  before 
many  old  friends  were  discovered  and  acquaintances 
renewed. 

"After  some  investigations  we  were  able  to  rent  a  cot- 
tage with  cooking  facilities  and  sleeping  accommoda- 
tions for  twelve.  It  was  excellent  for  our  own  private 
bull  sessions,  discussions  with  other  conference  mem- 
bers, and  lodging. 

"Norman  Thomas  and  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  gave  the 
keynote  addresses  of  the  conference  Friday  evening. 
Mr.  Thomas  gave  a  brilliant  analysis  of  The  State  of  the 
Nation,  and  Dr.  Jones  followed  with  a  constructive  in- 
terpretation of  The  State  of  the  Church. 

"We  attended  different  round  table  discussions   and 
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there  were  other  excellent  addresses  and  a  forum  of  the 
round  table  leaders.  Nonviolence  and  direct  action  was 
a  hot  topic,  as  was  the  question  of  the  absolute  versus 
the  civilian  public  service  way.  The  need  for  express- 
ing our  pacifism  in  positive  ways  was  felt  by  the  entire 
conference  and  situations  and  methods  of  expression 
were  sought  out  and  examined.  A  whole  life  program 
of  pacifism  was  felt  as  a  pressing  need,  and  searching 
for  social  situations  and  group  organization  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  type  of  life  program  took  the  time  of 
many  formal  and  informal  discussions. 

"The  conference  put  us  in  a  more  examining  and 
thinking  attitude." 

— From  the  Salamonie  Peace  Pipe,  Lagro's  weekly 
paper. 

Concerning  Classification  and  Deferment 

Local  boards  have  been  advised  to  be  careful  in  the 
classifying  of  farm  laborers,  because  of  the  growing 
scarcity  of  such  laborers.  Farming  today  is  a  highly 
skilled  occupation  requiring  long  experience. 

Brigadier  General  Lewis  B.  Hershey  said  recently, 
"The  ordinary  farm  laborer  of  today,  especially  on  a 
farm  that  is  operated  in  some  diversification,  must  have 
considerable  mechanical  skill  as  well  as  agricultural  lore 
or  inherited  proclivity.  He  not  only  must  have  knowl- 
edge and  skill  in  preparing  the  soil,  planting  the  seed, 
and  harvesting  the  crops,  but  also,  he  must  be  a  me- 
chanic. He  must  use  machines  and  he  must  be  able 
to  maintain  them  in  effective  operation  with  the  use  of 
meager  facilities. 

"The  farmer  uses  horses  and  he  must  know  how  to 
handle  them.  He  uses  tractors  and  other  costly  ma- 
chinery and  must  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  me- 
chanics to  avoid  abuse  of  them  and  to  repair  them.  He 
must  know  about  cows  and  pigs  and  sheep  and  poultry; 
he  must  be  a  horticulturist  and  a  gardener  as  well  as  be 


For  Your  Information 

For  information  concerning  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  or  regarding  the  classification 
of  men  under  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1941  write:  M.  R.  Zigler,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  writing  concern- 
ing any  problem  regarding  classification  indi- 
cate the  name,  number  and  address  of  your  lo- 
cal board. 

Keep  alive  the  Brethren  Service  Peace  and 
Relief  Cup  on  your  table.  The  last  Sunday  of 
every  month  take  your  sacrificial  savings  from 
your  Brethren  Service  Peace  and  Relief  Cup  to 
the  church  for  Brethren  Service  Committee 
work  or  send  it  direct  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Local  treasurers  or  those  in  charge  remember 
to  send  these  contributions  every  month  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

Of  the  701,000  registrants  in  camp  about 
1,000,  or  0.14%,  are  in  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps. 


versed  in  field  crops;  he  must  have  developed  judgment 
to  know  soil  and  weather  conditions." 

According  to  Selective  Service  Regulations,  Vol.  Ill, 
paragraph  351,  a  farm  laborer  can  be  defined  as  a 
"necessary  man"  and  placed  in  Class  II-A  if  all  the  fol- 
lowing conditions  exist:  (1)  He  is,  or  but  for  a  sea- 
sonal or  temporary  interruption  would  be,  engaged  in 
such  activity.  (2)  He  cannot  be  replaced  satisfactorily 
because  of  a  shortage  of  persons  with  his  qualifications 
or  skill  in  such  activity.  (3)  His  removal  would  cause 
a  material  loss  of  effectiveness  in  such  activity. 

If  a  registrant  feels  that  only  a  temporary  deferment 
is  needed  to  enable  him  to  meet  a  seasonal  need,  Vol. 
IV  of  the  Selective  Service  Regulations,  paragraph  418 
as  amended  by  Amendment  No.  26  provides  under  b, 
"The  time  specified  for  reporting  shall  be  at  least  ten 
days  after  the  date  the  order  is  mailed;  provided,  in  any 
case  where  unusual  individual  hardship  will  otherwise 
result,  the  local  board  may,  whether  or  not  the  Order  to 
Report  for  Induction  has  been  mailed,  postpone  the  time 
when  such  registrant  shall  so  report  for  a  period  of  not 
to  exceed  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  such  postpone- 
ment, subject,  however,  to  further  postponement  upon 
good  cause  therefor  being  shown."  This  power  lies 
only  with  the  local  board. 


Notes  on  Refugee  Work 

Quaker  Hill  on  Sept.  1,  1941,  ceased  to  be  a  refugee 
hostel.  Immigration  restrictions  and  the  increasing  dif- 
ficulty of  financing  have  made  this  step  necessary.  How- 
ever, Quaker  Hill  is  to  go  on  rendering  a  special  service 
for  human  need.  We  were  interested  in  some  figures 
which  picture  the  activities  of  the  year,  July  1,  1940,  to 
July  31,  1941.  The  total  number  of  refugees  in  resi- 
dence during  the  year  was  fifty-five;  the  daily  average 
was  twenty-three.  "By  means  of  classes  and  tutoring 
in  English  and  by  courses  and  advice  on  American  laws, 
customs  and  habits,  these  newcomers  were  started  on 
their  way  to  useful  American  citizenship.  By  sharing 
the  common  work  of  housekeeping  and  living,  all 
learned  democracy  by  practice.  By  working  with  their 
hands  in  the  gardens,  fields  and  shops,  many  acquired 
new  skills  and  began  to  develop  a  philosophy  of  work." 
From  November  1940  to  August  of  1941,  thirty-eight  in- 
dividuals from  Quaker  Hill  were  available  for  place- 
ment. The  chief  aim  has  been  to  find  positions  for  them 
where  it  would  be  possible  to  use  some  of  their  past 
training.  Forty-three  personal  calls  on  the  average  were 
necessary  to  secure  each  position  by  the  placement  offi- 
cial, and  in  addition  thirty  telephone  calls  and  fifteen 
letters;  all  of  which  means  that  each  new  position  se- 
cured cost  someone  eighty-eight  contacts  with  some 
prospective  employer. 

"At  Scattergood  more  than  a  year  ago  a  fund  was  set 
up  to  serve  as  a  revolving  fund  out  of  which  loans  could 
be  made  to  Scattergood  residents  who  needed  a  little 
extra  money  to  get  started  on  jobs  when  they  left  to 
take  their  place  as  self-supporting  members  of  Ameri- 
can communities.  The  fund  has  grown  slowly — three 
dollars  here,  fifty  cents  or  fifteen  dollars  there.  Some 
contributions  have  been  made  by  refugees  who  had  bor- 
rowed money  from  this  fund  and  repaid  it,  but  felt 
they'd  like  to  put  in  a  little  extra  to  help  someone  else. 

"When  a  Scattergoodian  leaves  us  to  start  work,  like 
anyone  else  beginning  a  new  job  he  doesn't  get  paid  for 
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at  least  two  weeks.  He  has  to  have  shoes  repaired,  or 
buy  some  new  socks,  or  one  of  the  youngsters  has  to 
buy  new  schoolbooks  to  start  in  a  new  school.  Perhaps 
a  family  needs  to  pay  the  first  month's  rent  on  a  new 
apartment  in  advance.  There  is  one  place  for  them  to 
get  these  small  amounts  of  money  which  can  make  all 
the  difference  in  one's  mental  attitude  and  physical  com- 
fort— the  Scattergood  revolving  fund!  The  money  is 
paid  back,  without  interest,  as  soon  as  the  borrower  can 
conveniently  do  so.  Our  fund  has  paid  out,  as  loans,  ap- 
proximately three  times  as  much  money  as  has  been  re- 
ceived by  contributions.  This  means  that  these  con- 
tributions have  helped  people  not  once,  but  three  times, 
and  will  continue  the  good  work  for  as  long  as  there  is 
a  Scattergood." — From  the  Scattergood  Hostel  News 
Bulletin.  

Relief  News 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  this  sum- 
mer set  up  a  work  camp  at  Tuxpan,  Jalisco,  in  Mexico. 
Here  volunteer  workers  help  in  the  hospital  and  in  re- 
building homes  and  schools  destroyed  by  an  earthquake 
in  March  of  this  year.  This  summer  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee  sent  two  Brethren  boys,  Vernon  Miller 
and  Bert  Hoselitz,  to  this  camp.  Bruce  Reeves,  a  third 
Brethren,  was  sent  to  Tuxpan  this  month  to  work  until 
January.  .... 

John  Barwick,  who  has  recently  returned  from  Eng- 
land where  he  has  been  doing  relief  work  among  the 
German  war  prisoners  and  internees,  was  in  Elgin  to  re- 
port on  his  work  Sept.  7  and  8.  During  the  latter  part 
of  June  1940  Bro.  Barwick  had  flown  by  clipper  to  Lis- 
bon, and  then  went  by  boat  to  England.  Working  with 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bro.  Barwick  received  an  entree  into 
German  prison  camps  under  the  English  government  be- 
cause the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  visiting  English  prison  camps 
in  Germany.  Gradually  Bro.  Barwick  won  the  con- 
fidence of  both  the  prisoners  and  the  English  officials  so 
that  he  was  permitted  passage  into  some  of  the  most 
restricted  areas.  The  purpose  of  these  visits  to  prison 
camps  was  to  help  these  men  regain  their  Christian 
faith.  Bro.  Barwick  has  done  a  most  significant  work 
and  will  return  to  England  the  first  part  of  October. 


Camp  Kane  Official  Register 

The  official  roster  from  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp 
No.  16  contains  the  following  names: 

Members  of  the  Church  of  the   Brethren 

1.  Andes,    John    Henry,   Akron,    Pa. 

2.  Arnett,    Donald    Matthew,    Georgetown    Congregation,    Potts- 
dam,   Ohio. 

3.  Beard,    Clarence    Edward,    Westminster,    Md. 

4.  Beaverson,  Alvin  LeRoy,  Black  Rock  House,  Upper  Codorus 
Congregation,    Lineboro,    Md. 

5.  Brashears,    Ralph    Eugene,    Bush    Creek    Congregation,    New 
Market,    Md. 

6.  Brown,  Harold  Merle,   Mt.  Pleasant,   Pa. 

7.  Buckwalter,   Richard,   Bareville   House,   Conestoga   Congrega- 
tion, Bareville,  Pa. 

8.  Burritt,   Howard  Benton,  First  church,   Philadelphia,   Pa. 

9.  Chamberlin,   Alfred    O.,    White   Branch    House,   Nettle    Creek 
Congregation,   Hagerstown,   Ind. 

10.  Clayton,  John  William,  Westernport,  Md. 

11.  Cline,  James  Daniel,  Middle  River  Congregation,  New  Hope, 
Va. 

12.  Clingenpeel,  Robert  Leon,  Santa  Fe  Congregation,  Loree,  Ind. 

13.  Cohick,   Archie   Asper,   Newville,   Pa. 

14.  Crumley,  Lester  Miller,  Ewing,  Tenn. 

15.  Ecker,  Jacob  Aldene  G.,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

16.  Erbaugh,   Henry   Russell,   Bear   Creek   Congregation,   Dayton, 
Ohio. 

17.  Fasnacht,   Samuel   Springer,    Cocalico    &   Denver,   Springville 
Congregation,  Ephrata  &  Denver,  Pa. 

18.  Fryman,   Calvin   Darrell,   Greenville,   Ohio. 

19.  Geiman,    David    Samuel,    Middle    River    Congregation,    New 
Hope,  Va. 


20.  Gonder,  Earl  Franklin,  Meadow  Branch  Congregation,  West- 
minster,  Md. 

21.  Grossnickle,  Omer  Martin,  Grossnickle  House,  Middletown 
Valley  Congregation,  Myersville,   Md. 

22.  Harmon,  Warren  Gale,  Maple  Spring  House,  Eglon  Congrega- 
tion, Eglon,  W.  Va. 

23.  Heinz,  Merrill  Samuel,  Altoona  (28th  St.),  Pa. 

24.  Horn,   George   Francis,   Baltimore   (Woodberry),   Md. 

25.  Horner,   I.   Harvey,   Mt.  Joy   Congregation,   Mt.   Pleasant,   Pa. 

26.  Hufford,  Paul  B.,  Union  City,  Ind. 

27.  Hulvey,  Paul  Calvin,  Lebanon  Congregation,  Mt.  Sidney,  Va. 

28.  Isenberg,  D.  Albert,   Ladoga,   Ind. 

29.  King,  Ernest  George,  Richland,  Pa. 

30.  King,   Mark   H.,   Myerstown,  Pa. 

31.  Kline,    Marvin    Simpson,   Palmyra,   Pa. 

32.  Leatherman,  Ralph  C,  New  Paris,  Ind. 

33.  LefHer,   John   King,   Heidelberg   Congregation,    Reistville,   Pa. 

34.  Lentz,  Arthur   Stanley,   Richland,  Pa. 

35.  Long.  Walter  Raymond,  Manor  Congregation,  Hagerstown, 
Md. 

36.  Malone,  Jesse  P.,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

37.  Miller,  Charles  Robert,  Oakland  Congregation,  Gettysburg,  O. 

38.  Miller,  Ralph  William,   Sangerville,  Va. 

39.  Miller,   Walter   Eldo,   Fort   Wayne,    Ind. 

40.  Newcomer,  Robert  E.,  Union  Center  Congregation,  Nappanee, 
Ind. 

41.  Nolan,  Alfred  Charlie,  Mt.  Hermon  Congregation,  Bassett,  Va. 

42.  Norris,  Paul  Gilbert,  Ambler,  Pa. 

43.  Nusbaum.   Noble   W.,   Middlebury,   Ind. 

44.  Parks,  William  Clinton,   Shippensburg,  Pa. 

45.  Pence,  Frank  I.,  Wakeman's  Grove,  Pleasant  View  Congrega- 
tion,  Edinburg,   Va. 

46.  Petticoffer,   Ira   B.,   Lititz,  Pa. 

47.  Ringer,  Virgil   Woodrow,   Hartville,   Ohio. 

48.  Roby,  A.   Theodore,   Cumberland,   Maryland. 

49.  Rose,   Robert  Earl,   Somerset,   Pa. 

50.  Schrock,    James    H.,    Middlebury,    Ind. 

51.  Schroyer,  Charles  Roscoe,  Grossnickle  House,  Middletown 
Valley   Congregation,   Myersville,   Md. 

52.  Shelly,  LeRoy  Earhart,  Rheems  House,  W.  Greentree  Con- 
gregation,  Rheems,   Pa. 

53.  Shull,  Carl  Daniel,  Sangerville  Congregation,  Sangerville,  Va. 

54.  Shull,  Everett  W.,  Eel  River  Congregation,   Claypool,   Ind. 

55.  Spitzer,  Carl  Walker,  Middle  River  Congregation,  New  Hope, 
Va. 

56.  Steffey,    Carlton    Elwood,    Staunton,   Va. 

57.  Strausbaugh,   Eldon   G.,   Zion   Hill,   Columbiana,   Ohio. 

58.  Strayer,  Donald,  Walnut  Grove  Congregation,  Johnstown.  Pa. 

59.  Stuckey,   Lewis  Acker,   Altoona   (28th  St.,),   Pa. 

60.  Sutton,  Charles  Clint,  Ewing,  Va. 

61.  Tate,  James  Nicholas,  Green  Hill  Congregation,  Salem,  Va. 

62.  Thomas,  Donald  Elwood,  Ashland  Dickey  Congregation,  Ash- 
land,  Ohio. 

63.  Weagley,    Harry    Earl,    Baltimore    (Woodberry),    Md. 

64.  Wenger,  Robert  Racely,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Members   of    Other    Churches 

65.  Browne,  Charles  Conrad,  First  Baptist  church,  South  Bend, 
Ind. 

66.  Flory,    John    Jacob,    None    (Bible). 

67.  Ganger,  Chester  Rozelle,  Old  Order  Dunkard,  South  West, 
Ind. 

68.  Gilbert,  John  Nathan,  First  Methodist  church,  Wabash,  Ind. 

69.  Green,  Charles  Walter,  Manor  Congregation,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

70.  Whitehair,  Franklin  Earle,  Progressive  Brethren  Church, 
Terra  Alta,  W.  Va.,  co-operating  with  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Terra  Alta,  W.  Va. 


Beyond  the  Veil 

BY    ORA    W.    GARBER 

If,  as  we're  often  told, 

That  life  beyond  the  veil 

Is  of  a  brighter,  purer  gold 

That  makes  the  present  life  seem  pale 

And  shows  us  its  alloy; 

If  there  no  tares  are  sown; 

If  there  we  find  a  deeper  joy 

Than  in  this  life  we've  ever  known  .  .  . 

If  our  eternal  walk 
With  Christ  still  closer  is; 
If  face  to  face  with  him  we  talk; 
If  we  are  there  more  truly  his; 
If  in  that  future  life 
We  feel  no  care  or  need, 
No  disappointment,  sin  or  strife, 
It  must  be  heaven  indeed. 
Elgin,  III. 
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Almost  Dissuaded 

BY  ADA  SELL 

'"Mother,  I  believe  I'll  give  up  my  class  in 
Sunday  school." 

"But  why,  Arlene?  I  thought  you  were  enjoy- 
ing the  work  very  much!  You  seemed,  all  of  you, 
to  be  having  a  particularly  wholesome,  spiritual 
time  this  week  at  the  class  meeting  you  had  here." 

"I  believe  I'd  rather  quit,  mother." 

"Promise  me  you  will  wait  a  week  before  you 
finally  decide,  daughter.     Please!" 

"I  promise,  but  I  feel  quite  sure  it  would  be 
better  to  do  so." 

Arlene  dropped  the  last  handful  of  the  peas  she 
had  been  shelling  into  the  boiler,  put  a  spoonful 
of  sugar  on  them,  a  dash  of  salt,  a  small  portion 
of  water,  and  lit  the  gas  under  them.  As  she 
moved  about  setting  the  table,  or  arranging  slices 
of  tomato  on  crisp  lettuce  leaves,  Mrs.  Norton 
hoped  for  the  sharing  of  confidence  that  had  thus 
far  never  been  denied  her.  Had  it  been  a  trivial 
matter,  she  would  not  have  minded  so  much.  But 
for  one  who  had  been  a  faithful  worker  for  two 
years  to  so  abruptly  wish  to  "quit,"  well,  it  seemed 
inexplicable!  Bravely  the  mother  saw  to  it  that 
the  Swiss  steak  was  as  appetizing  as  usual,  the 
new  potatoes  delicately  browned  in  butter,  and 
the  peas  tender.  Arlene  placed  the  individual 
servings  of  chocolate  pudding  and  cake  on  a  small 
table  near  by.  Soon  the  meal  was  progressing  as 
usual. 

"Why  so  quiet,  mother?"  asked  Mr.  Norton.  It 
seemed  impossible  to  hide  any  slight  emotional 
stress  from  him.  Mother,  under  cover  of  coaxing 
small  Bobbie  to  eat  a  portion  of  lettuce  and  a 
spoonful  of  peas,  was  saved  a  reply.  Tears  were 
very  close  to  the  surface,  but  the  burdened  one 
managed  composure  until  she  saw  the  last  one 
leave  the  table,  when  she  too  arose  and  went  to 
her  room,  there  to  pray. 

"Arlene,  what  is  wrong  with  your  mother?" 
persisted  Mr.  Norton,  a  bit  sternly. 

"I  don't  know,  father,"  was  the  faint  answer. 

"Something  tells  me  you  do  know,  my  child." 

"Tell  me,  Arlene!"  commanded  her  father,  now 
fully  convinced  the  girl's  answer  had  not  been 
quite  true.  With  a  sudden  movement,  Arlene 
came  to  stand  by  her  father  and  began  to  cry, 
hiding  her  face  against  him.  He  wisely  allowed 
her  to  cry,  knowing  the  outcome.  Arlene  was 
too  straightforward  to  conceal  what  should  be 
open. 

It  seemed  an  acquaintance,  not  a  churchgoer, 


not  a  Sunday-school  attendant,  had  made  Arlene 
lose  self-confidence.  She  had  made  the  statement 
that  a  Sunday-school  teacher  should  be  almost 
perfect;  that  there  were  hypocrites  in  the  church; 
that  she  was  as  good  as,  and  better  than,  thousands 
of  churchgoers.  The  part  that  had  impressed  Ar- 
lene particularly  had  been  the  words,  "almost 
perfect." 

Mr.  Norton  was  silent  for  a  little  while.  How 
much  wisdom  it  required  to  be  a  parent!  How 
could  he  make  the  lovely,  bruised  flower  lift  its 
drooping  stem  to  the  heavenly  Father,  the  source 
of  all  light  and  healing!  The  evil  one,  with  all 
his  wicked,  insidious  treachery,  had  offended  "one 
of  these  little  ones."  Oh,  for  the  right  words!  Two 
people  in  the  house  were  praying  then,  one  in  her 
own  room  unseen  by  human  eye,  the  other  silent- 
ly, with  his  arm  about  a  child  of  God,  crushed  by 
the  tempter. 

"First  of  all,  daughter,  you  were  weak  to  allow 
the  words  of  a  worldly,  ungodly  woman  to  affect 
you.  I  say  "ungodly,"  because  I  happen  to  know 
she  is  just  that;  she  does  not  care  for  church  or 
Sunday  school;  she  would  be  delighted  to  see  you 
converted  to  her  way  of  doing!  What  is  the  first 
verse  of  the  First  Psalm?" 

"Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor  .  .  ." 

"There!  That's  just  what  you  would  be  doing, 
Arlene,  by  giving  up  your  class  because  of  those 
vicious  words!" 

"But,  father,  it  is  true  that  a  Sunday-school 
teacher  should  be  almost  perfect!" 

"You  are  treading  on  dangerous  ground,  Arlene, 
if  you  cease  religious  work  because  you  have  not 
attained  to  a  state  of  "almost  perfection."  I  want 
to  be  good;  you  want  to  be  good.  You  are  good, 
child,"  explained  Mr.  Norton,  emphasizing  the 
last  four  words. 

"But  I  don't  like  to  stay  in  when  the  whole  room 
is  punished  for  what  one  has  done!  I  lose  my 
temper  every  time!  I  feel  bad  when  I  look  at 
Myra's  pretty  little  watch,  and  I  try  not  to  want 
anything  anyone  else  has!     And  I  .  .  ." 

"Now,  Arlene,  I'll  have  no  more  of  this!  You 
are  human.  So  am  I.  So  are  we  all.  But  the 
precious  blood  of  Jesus  has  won  forgiveness  for 
our  sins,  past,  present,  or  future.  No  one  is  per- 
fect. The  Bible  says,  "He  that  saith  he  is  without 
sin  maketh  himself  a  liar."  In  Ephesians  we  read, 
"By  grace  ye  are  saved  by  faith  for  good  works." 
We  cannot  win  merit  or  save  ourselves;  Jesus 
saves  us,  and  he  expects  us  to  be  good,  of  course, 
but  the  example  of  Peter  shows  that  even  one 
who  has  been  a  backslider  can  be  taken  back  to 
the  heart  of  God.    The  only  thing  I  find  to  scold 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— October  4,  1941 


15 


you  about  in  this  is  your  own  lack  of  faith.  What 
did  Jesus  ask  Peter  after  the  denial  when  he  was 
preparing  breakfast  by  Galilee?" 

"Simon  Peter,  lovest  thou  me?" 

"How  often  did  he  ask  him?" 

"Three  times." 

"Why?" 

"Well,  I  believe  to  emphasize  to  Peter  himself 
that  Jesus  truly  loved  him  and  forgave  him,  and 
to  let  the  others  witness  this  reinstatement." 

"Now,  what  did  Jesus  tell  Peter  to  do?" 

"Feed  my  sheep." 

"That  is  his  word  to  you,  Arlene,  and  to  every 
one  who  has  wandered!  Will  you  now  agree  to 
ignore  idle  words,  and  go  on  with  your  class  as  be- 
fore?" 

"Yes,  father!  That  is  what  I  want  to  do.  What 
shall  I  say  to  mother?" 

"Nothing,  child.  Get  ready  for  a  picnic  supper. 
Let  her  rest.  I'll  go  to  her  now.  She  will  soon  be 
her  own  happy  self." 

Thus  did  a  veteran  servant  of  the  Lord  rescue 
the  perishing. 

Altoona,  Pa. 


Am  I  My  Radio's  Keeper? 

BY  LAURA   ESTHER  HAUGH 

Society  divides  itself  into  four  classes:  (1)  No 
breeding — those  fit  for  caves  and  mountains  where 
manners  were  never  taught;  (2)  a  little  breeding; 
(3)  more  breeding;  (4)  enough.  Between  the  first 
and  the  last  classes  are  more  shades  than  has  the 
rainbow. 

May  we  direct  our  attention  to  one  of  our  won- 
derful, modern  inventions — the  radio — which,  ac- 
cording to  one's  manner  of  using  it,  identifies, 
largely,  the  keeper's  social  classification. 

It  might  be  worth  while  to  identify  the  social 
status  of  those  who  exhibit  their  breeding  in  the 
following  forms  of  conduct  with  a  radio: 

Tote  a  radio  on  the  train  and  listen  to  the  din  of 
ball  games,  ignoring  passengers  who  wish  to  read, 
write  or  sleep. 

If  rooming  in  private  homes,  or  court,  disregard 
everybody's  ears  living  beside,  under  or  above  you. 
Turn  it  up  so  you  can  hear  every  word  while  cook- 
ing, washing  or  bathing  in  your  adjoining  room. 

In  trailer  camps  give  the  go-by  to  anybody  who 
has  the  nerve  to  quarrel  with  you  if  they  object  to 
your  radio's  blatant  loudness. 

Turn  on  the  radio  early  in  the  morning,  leave  it 
wide  open  all  day,  splitting  the  ears  with  any  type 
program  put  on  the  air  even  though  you  hear  lit- 
tle of  anything. 


Summer  evenings  you  want  your  windows  and 
doors  open  and  radio  on,  turned  up  so  everybody 
walking  past  your  street  door  can  hear  your  choice 
program.  Various  sonorous,  disagreeing  sounds 
from  the  different  homes  will  add  greatly  to  wist- 
ful meditation,  or  tranquil  moonlight  reveries  of 
evening  strollers. 

While  waiting,  surrounded  by  other  autos, 
switch  your  auto  radio  on,  uproariously,  and  stare 
adjoining  neighbor  down  if  she,  or  he,  dares  re- 
sent it. 

News!  Of  course  your  next  door  neighbor  will 
want  to  hear  news  at  any  hour,  whether  napping 
or  mentally  occupied.  So  turn  news  on  in  the  liv- 
ing room  while  you  eat  your  meals,  or  work,  in  the 
opposite  end  of  your  home! 

When  friends  drop  in  for  a  visit  or  business  call, 
don't  turn  the  radio  off  to  enable  all  to  converse  in 
peace  and  poise,  but  steam  up  and  expect  your 
callers  to  talk  above  the  clang  and  clatter  of  radio 
and  voices. 

At  night,  while  passing  through  a  sleeping  city 
or  village,  allow  your  radio  to  continue  the  same 
loudness  it  had  in  the  country.  Startle  and  shock 
the  sick  there,  or  irritate  sleeping  ones  in  the 
homes  you  pass. 

Dad  or  mom,  tired  from  work,  wish  to  enjoy  a 
quiet  evening  on  the  front  porch,  reading.  But  the 
next  door  radio  is  so  thunderously  loud  that  they 
must  go  in  the  house,  nettled  with  the  pestering 
noise  of  that  radio.  But  alas!  inside,  Jim  and  Jane 
may  have  the  latest  jazz  jazzing  at  topmost  vol- 
ume. 

A  college  student,  with  rooms-to-let  mind,  tunes 
in  and  the  dorm  echoes  with  sonorous  sounds. 
What  about  the  ambitious  students,  spending  en- 
ergy, money  and  time  to  climb  "upward  in  the 
night,"  and  but  for  that  disconcerting  radio  could 
do  so?  Hear  the  answer  of  the  harebrained  stu- 
dent, "Oh,  skip  it!" 

Lug  your  radio  to  the  seashore  and  play  it  full 
blast,  especially  near  those  trying  to  nap. 

We  need  no  ghost  to  tell  us  that  when  such  ra- 
dio discourtesy  is  exhibited,  those  of  the  whole 
neighborhood,  having  polite  ears,  want  to  place  the 
aggressor  behind  bars — not  chocolate  bars! 

However,  the  offending  ones  imprison  them- 
selves behind  self-built  social  bars. 

You  have  answered  the  question,  "Am  I  my 
radio's  keeper?"  "Certainly!"  you  have  said.  "I 
should  be  its  very  courteous  keeper.  Thus  I  will 
make  my  tiny  corner  of  the  world  a  little  pleas- 
anter." 

La  Verne.  Calif. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  October  5 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  God  Our  Heavenly  Father. — 
Gen.  1:26-28:  Matt.  6:24-33.  Golden  Text,  Our  Father 
who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name.    Matt.  6:9. 

Christian  Workers,  How  Increase  Sunday-school  At- 
tendance? 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Building  With  Christ  (Installation). 

Intermediates,  The  Take  Off. 

•  •     •  • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Linville  Creek  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
David  J.  Wieand,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Branch  church,  Sangerville  con- 
gregation, Va.,  Bro.  I.  J.  Garber,  pastor-evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Replogle  church,  Woodbury  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Bro.  Edgar  M.  Detwiler,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  Pleasant  View — Gatewood  churches, 
Fayetteville,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Merlin  E.  Garber,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  sixteen  reconsecrated  at  the  Knob- 
ley  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  New 
Dale  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Arthur  G.  Wheeler,  evangelist. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Waterside  church,  New  Enter- 
prise congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  evan- 
gelist. 

One  baptized  and  one  reconsecrated  in  the  Clovis 
church,  N.  Mex.,  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield, 
evangelists. 

One  baptized,  two  reconsecrated  and  two  received  by 
letter  in  the  Hermosa  Beach  church,  Calif.,  Sister  June 
Yearout,  evangelist,  Bro.  Galen  Walker,  pastor. 

Eight  baptized,  two  received  by  baptismal  certificates, 
twelve  by  letter,  one  by  reinstatement  and  one  by  asso- 
ciate membership  in  the  Long  Beach  church,  Calif.,  Bro. 
S.  L.  Barnhart,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  S.  Showalter  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  in  the  Reading 
church,  Pa.,  Oct.  12. 

Bro.  Clyde  Bush  of  Bellwood,  Pa.,  Oct.  13-26,  in  the 
Bellwood  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Edward  Stump  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Nov.  10  in 
the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  A.  H.  Miller  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  in  the 
Florence  church,  Mich.,  Oct.  6. 

Bro.  Ralph  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  in  the 
Richland  church,  Pa.,  Nov.  9-23. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  at  the 
Lynchburg  church,  Va.,  Oct.  ,6-19. 

Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck  of  Ambler,  Pa.,  in  the  Yellow 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  Oct.  20— Nov.  2. 


Bro.  Otho  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  in  the 
Donnels  Creek  church,  Ohio,  Nov.  9-23. 

Bro.  Trostle  Dick  of  Coventry,  Pa.,  Oct.  6-12,  in  the 
Skippack  house,  Mingo  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Otho  J.  Hassinger  of  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  in  the 
Broadfording  church,  Md.,  Oct.  19 — Nov.  2. 

Bro.  Wilfred  N.  Staufer  of  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  in  the 
Fairview  church,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  13- 
26. 

Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Winamac,  Ind.,  Nov.  10-23,  in  the 
Center  church,  Ind.,  Oct.  13  in  the  Santa  Fe  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  P.  J.  Forney  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  2,  in 
the  West  Conestoga  congregation,  Middle  Creek  house, 
Pa. 

Bro.  John  Locke  of  the  First  Brethren  church,  Maurer- 
town,  Va.,  Sept.  23 — Oct.  5,  in  a  co-operative  meeting 
with  the  First  Brethren  and  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  Milledgeville,  111. 

0*0 

Personal  Mention 

It  was  ten  more  than  golden  for  Brother  and  Sister 
Lewis  Mishler  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  Sept.  15.  They 
are  entitled  to  an  extra  measure  of  your  congratulations. 

Two  good  Chicago  men  called  at  the  Messenger  of- 
fices last  week,  Pastor  Harper  S.  Will  and  Prof.  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill.  There  was  a  reason  for  the  exceptionally  in- 
gratiating smile  which  they  wore. 

Brother  and  Sister  Otis  Riffey  of  Springfield,  111., 
looked  the  rest  of  us  over  too  while  they  were  here,  but 
Treasurer  Culp  was  the  man  they  wanted  to  see.  They 
had  other  important  business.  They  made  an  exchange 
of  songbooks  for  use  in  the  Springfield  church. 

A  week-end  wedding  of  the  golden  variety  in  the 
Baltic  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio,  had  for  its  bene- 
ficiaries the  elder-in-charge  and  Sister  Edward  Shepfer. 
That  was  why  their  daughter  and  Bro.  H.  Spenser  Min- 
nich  stopped  off  there  on  their  way  to  points  farther 
east. 

"It  would  be  impossible  to  write  to  the  more  than  250 
of  our  friends  who  sent  cards,  letters  and  telegrams. 
We  did  truly  enjoy  these  remembrances  and  take  this 
method  of  expressing  to  one  and  all  our  hearty  thanks." 
The  words  are  those  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear,  referring  to  a 
recent  Glendora  golden  wedding. 

Bro.  Walter  M.  Kahle  is  the  principal  speaker  tomor- 
row, Oct.  5,  at  the  home-coming  and  rally  day  program 
in  the  First  church,  Toledo,  Ohio,  beginning  a  series  of 
lectures  on  the  Abundant  Life.  This  is  one  of  the  re- 
gional conferences  he  is  conducting  in  Northwestern 
Ohio.  Churches  are  requested  to  attend  at  the  center 
nearest  them. 

To  Bro.  Albert  Moherman  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  we  offer 
our  heartiest  congratulations.  On  Sept.  27  he  rounded 
out  ninety  years  of  earthly  pilgrimage.  Next  day,  last 
Sunday,  the  Dickey  church  had  an  all-day  home-coming 
program,  arranged  in  his  honor,  "to  whom  through 
many  years  the  Dickey  church  has  been  indebted  for  his 
excellent  leadership  and  wise  counsel." 
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Sister  Martha  H.  Keller  writes  us  that  she  has  some 
time  available  for  evangelistic  work.  Churches  inter- 
ested may  address  her  at  1645  Dover  St.,  Worthington, 
Minn. 

Sister  Lucile  Heckman,  writing  from  Garkida,  under 
date  of  July  25,  said:  "As  from  the  first  of  September, 
we,  the  Heckmans,  will  have  a  new  address.  We  are 
moving  to  Jos  to  start  work  on  the  buildings  for  the  new 
school  for  European  children,  and  we  should  now  be  ad- 
dressed "C.  B.  M.  House,  Jos."  You  would  add  to  that, 
of  course,  "Nigeria,  West  Africa." 

To  Bro.  J.  Carson  Miller,  whose  Fifty  Years  in  the 
Service  of  the  Church  you  have  been  enjoying,  you  will 
wish  to  offer  your  deep  sympathy  in  the  loss  of  his  life 
companion.  She  left  him  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  21,  aft- 
er a  short  illness.  Bro.  Miller  himself  "with  bad  eye- 
sight and  hearing  almost  gone"  continues  nevertheless 
"in  a  studious  way  in  the  interest  of  the  church."  Of 
course  he  would  do  exactly  that. 

Bro.  George  W.  Anglemyer  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  is  still 
busy  painting  pictures  in  homes  and  churches  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  of  Virginia.  His  latest  is  a  mural 
in  the  Emanuel  church  of  the  Sangerville  congregation. 
You  may  be  interested  to  know  that  Bro.  Anglemyer  is 
the  youngest  brother  of  Treasurer  Clyde  M.  Culp,  hav- 
ing been  adopted  as  a  babe,  upon  the  death  of  their 
mother,  into  the  family  of  Eld.  David  Anglemyer. 

Brethren  O.  C.  Sollenberger  and  Ernest  Wampler, 
who  have  been  in  San  Francisco  for  more  than  a  week 
awaiting  sailing  to  return  to  their  mission  work  in  Chi- 
na, wish  to  express  their  thanks  for  the  many  letters, 
best  wishes  and  prayers  which  have  come  to  them  from 
their  friends  over  the  brotherhood.  They  are  sorry  they 
cannot  answer  each  of  these  communications  personally, 
but  since  that  is  impossible  they  have  asked  that  this 
note  be  placed  in  the  Messenger  for  them.  Later.  A 
telegram  from  Bro.  Wampler  dated  Oakland,  Sept.  24, 
said:    "We  have  a  good  ship  off  today." 


Annual  Report  blanks  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1941,  have  been  sent  to  the  pastor  or 
elder  of  local  churches,  or  someone  responsible 
for  information  regarding  each  local  church,  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Every  church  with 
one  meeting  place  in  the  congregation  has  re- 
ceived a  set  of  four  blanks,  the  white  one  to  be 
returned  to  the  General  Ministerial  Board,  22 
S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111.;  the  blue  report  to  the 
Regional  member  of  the  General  Ministerial 
Board;  the  pink  report  to  the  District  Minis- 
terial Secretary;  and  the  yellow  report  is  to  be 
kept  in  the  local  files.  Congregations  having 
more  than  one  meeting  place  in  the  congrega- 
tion have  received  a  set  of  blanks  for  each 
meeting  place  and  a  summary  blank  for  the 
congregation.  If  you  as  elder  or  pastor  need 
more  blanks  than  those  received,  or  if  for  some 
reason  the  blanks  failed  to  reach  you,  please 
write  at  once  to  the  General  Ministerial  Board, 
Elgin,  111.,  asking  for  blanks  for  your  particular 
congregation  and  be  sure  to  name  the  congrega- 
tion for  which  you  request  blanks.  All  reports 
are  to  be  returned  to  the  respective  destination 
by  Oct.  10.     Please  be  prompt. 


The  South  Beatrice  church,  near  Holmesville,  Nebr., 
did  us  the  honors  last  week  when  Bro.  H.  P.  Wrights- 
man  and  wife,  Bro.  G.  I.  Frantz  and  wife  and  their 
daughter  Lillys  called  on  us.  They  were  on  a  vacation 
trip  seeing  interesting  places  and  very  naturally  that 
included  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 
•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  love  feast  at  Hanover,  Pa.,  is  Oct.  19,  not  Oct.  21 

as  heretofore  announced. 

Apologies  to  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  for  the  uninten- 
tioned  loss  of  his  name  from  the  On-the-Way  article 
ending  on  page  22.  Doubtless  most  readers  could  have 
supplied  what  we  failed  to  print. 

The  Douglas  Park  church,  Chicago,  will  have  home- 
coming and  rally  day  Oct.  12,  with  basket  dinner.  Spe- 
cial speakers  and  program  are  planned.  "A  warm  in- 
vitation is  extended  to  all  former  members  and  friends." 

The  Donnels  Creek  church  of  Southern  Ohio  will  have 
a  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Nov.  9.  Bro.  Otho 
Winger  will  speak  both  morning  and  afternoon.  "Please 
plan  to  come  and  enjoy  a  day  of  inspiration  and  fellow- 
ship." 

The  Florence  church  (Northern  Indiana),  four  and 
one-half  miles  northeast  of  Constantine,  Mich.,  will  have 
a  home-coming  and  dedication  service  for  the  new  Sun- 
day-school rooms,  tomorrow,  Oct.  5,  with  forenoon  and 
evening  programs. 

The  Wakeman's  Grove  church,  Pleasant  View  congre- 
gation, Northern  Virginia,  four  miles  west  of  Edinburg, 
will  dedicate  its  new  Sunday-school  rooms  Sunday 
morning,  Oct.  26.  Bro.  B.  S.  Landes  of  Harrisonburg 
will  preach  the  sermon.  "All  members  and  former 
members  are  invited  to  attend." 

The  Astoria  congregation  of  Southern  Illinois  will 
have  a  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  at  the  South 
Fulton  house,  Oct.  19.  Brethren  O.  G.  Davis  and  I.  D. 
Heckman  will  be  guest  speakers.  "Invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  all,  especially  those  who  have  attended,  wor- 
shiped or  served  in  the  Astoria  congregation." 

The  Center  Hill  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  will 
have  a  union  week  of  prayer  and  praise,  Oct.  5-12,  with 
the  general  theme,  The  Holy  Spirit's  Work  and  Power. 
Bro.  Charles  W.  Blough  will  conduct  a  three-day  pre- 
love-feast  revival  Oct.  15-17.  Pastor  W.  C.  Sell  will 
bring  the  examination  message  Sunday  morning,  Oct. 
19,  and  Eld.  M.  J.  Brougher  will  conduct  the  love  feast 
that  evening. 

The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand,  With  Ninety  Other 
Poems,  is  the  title  of  a  new  book  that  is  due  from  the 
press  by  the  middle  of  this  month,  or  in  good  time  to 
solve  your  question  about  what  to  give  at  Christmas. 
This  latest  addition  to  Brethren  literature  is  by  Mrs. 
Myra  Brooks  Welch,  a  frequent  contributor  of  verse  to 
our  publications.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  pro- 
duce a  beautifully  appointed  book  of  112  pages  to  sell 
at  $1.00. 

Do  you  have  valuable  data  on  the  Wolf  family  his- 
tory, especially  concerning  the  descendants  of  Eld. 
George  Wolfe,  one-time  leader  of  the  Far  Western  Breth- 
ren? Also  concerning  one  Michael  Wolfard,  who  came 
from  Switzerland  in  colonial  days,  settled  near  the 
Ephrata  cloister  and  worked  with  the  Seventh  Day  Bap- 
tists? If  so,  please  communicate  with  Mrs.  Myrtle  W. 
Small,  Apartment  228,  3100  Connecticut  Ave.,  N.  W., 
Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


How  to  Prepare  Copy  for  Publication 


Why  Have  Good  Copy? 

There  are  at  least  two  reasons  why  it  is  in  place  to 
present  here  some  of  the  simpler  directions  for  prepar- 
ing copy  for  our  church  publications.  In  the  first  place, 
our  church  correspondent  system  brings  to  many  the 
task  of  preparing  news  items,  reports  and  other  matters 
for  publication.  Some  elected  to  do  this  work  are  un- 
familiar with  what  is  required  and  frequently  write  for 
suggestions.  Occasionally  something  of  this  has  ap- 
peared in  the  Messenger.  But  correspondents  change, 
and  even  those  who  have  served  for  some  years  may  be 
glad  to  have  a  bringing  together  of  suggestions  on  how 
to  prepare  copy  for  publication. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  less  expensive  to  publish  mat- 
ter that  is  in  good  shape  when  it  reaches  the  printer's 
desk.  For  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  printing  process 
is  not  quite  like  feeding  stuff  into  a  sausage  grinder. 
For  the  grinder  changes  the  consistency  of  what  goes 
through  it.  But  the  linotype  operator  follows  copy  and 
endeavors  to  reproduce  what  was  placed  in  his  hands. 
Hence  bad  copy  means  bad  printing — unless  someone 
does  the  necessary  editing.  And  this  is  much  more  ex- 
pensive if  done  after  matter  is  started  through  the  type- 
setting process.  What  we  mean  to  say  is  that  when  the 
purchaser  of  printing  offers  copy  that  will  not  be  ex- 
pensive to  set,  it  stands  to  reason  that  he  will  get  a  bet- 
ter price,  or  better  printing  done  for  less  money.  In  the 
case  of  our  church  publications,  the  better  the  copy 
received  the  more  economically  it  can  be  published. 

What  the  Printer  Does 

The  thing  which  the  printer  does  is  to  take  a  single 
copy  and  by  means  of  a  duplicating  process  make  hun- 
dreds and  even  thousands  of  reproductions.  There  may 
not  seem  to  be  much  mystery  about  such  a  process,  and 
yet  it  is  not  as  simple  as  our  brief  statement  would  in- 
dicate. For  there  are  different  methods  of  duplicating, 
and  in  some  cases  the  processes  are  intricate,  involving 
much  special  knowledge  and  expensive  machinery. 
From  which  it  is  evident  that  errors  which  appear  after 
the  process  is  started  are  correspondingly  expensive  to 
correct.  It  all  sums  up  to  the  moral  that  good  clean 
copy  is  the  best  copy  for  all  concerned.  But  what  can 
the  correspondent  do  as  his  or  her  share  in  meeting  the 
requirements  of  good  copy?  A  list  of  things  to  do  and 
not  to  do  was  published  in  the  Messenger  for  July  12. 
Perhaps  as  useful  a  thing  as  we  can  do  is  to  repeat  that 
summary  statement.    And  here  it  is — ■ 

Suggestions  for  Contributors  to  Brethren  Publications 

1.  All  manuscripts  submitted  to  the  editorial  offices 
should  be  typed  if  possible,  double  spaced  with  gener- 
ous margins.  If  you  send  handwritten  manuscript,  be 
sure  the  writing  is  legible  and  the  manuscript  neat.  Use 
a  good  quality  of  paper. 

2.  Reread  your  manuscript  slowly  and  carefully  (pref- 
erably aloud)  at  least  once  or  twice,  watching  for  errors 
in  spelling,  grammar,  punctuation  or  fact. 

3.  Webster's  New  International  Dictionary,  Una- 
bridged, is  used  by  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  as 
our  standard  for  such  matters  as  spelling,  compounding 
and  hyphenation.     If  you  can  prepare  your  manuscript 


according  to  Webster's  usage  it  will  save  us  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  editing. 

4.  Keep  a  duplicate  copy  of  your  manuscript  and 
check  it  against  your  contribution  as  it  appears  in  print. 
Study  the  House's  accepted  forms  and  try  to  make  your 
manuscript  conform  to  them.  Observe  that  the  forms 
vary  somewhat  with  our  different  publications. 

5.  Be  certain  that  all  quoted  matter  is  identified  as  to 
title  and  author  and  that  it  is  copied  correctly.  Be  sure 
whether  matter  quoted  is  copyrighted,  and  if  it  is,  make 
arrangements  with  our  editorial  offices  to  secure  per- 
mission to  use  it.  The  writer  and  publisher  are  liable 
to  legal  penalties  for  the  unauthorized  use  of  copy- 
righted material. 

6.  Quote  all  Scripture  passages  accurately  and  identi- 
fy them.  We  do  not  advise  the  quoting  of  modern  trans- 
lations, because  of  the  copyrights. 

7.  Practice  "economy  of  words."  Be  as  concise  as 
possible. 

8.  Keep  in  mind  the  age  and  intellectual  advancement 
of  the  readers  for  whom  your  contribution  is  intended. 

9.  If  your  contribution  is  of  a  seasonal  nature,  allow 
ample  time  (six  weeks  to  three  months,  depending  on 
the  publication)  for  it  to  get  into  print.  Otherwise  it 
may  have  to  be  held  over  for  a  year. 

10.  If  you  are  a  stated  contributor,  observe  rigidly 
your  time  schedule. 

11.  The  content  of  all  writing  should  be  consistent 
with  Christian  dignity. 

12.  In  reporting  events  of  a  local  nature  be  sure  names 
are  correctly  spelled  and  dates  correctly  given.  We  can- 
not possibly  know  what  is  correct  in  all  of  these  details. 

13.  Address  all  communications  to  the  publication 
concerned  rather  than  to  some  individual  who  may  be 
away  at  the  time  they  should  have  attention.  Extra 
handling  and  possible  delay  may  thus  be  avoided. 

Kinds  of  Type  and  Their  Use 

Even  the  casual  reader  must  note  that  the  most  ordi- 
nary publications  use  different  kinds  of  type.  For  ex- 
ample, the  plainest  "paper  may  have  titles  in  one  kind 
of  type,  body  matter  in  another,  the  author's  name  in 
still  another,  and  notes  or  explanatory  matter  in  a 
fourth  kind  of  type.  The  differences  in  type  faces  used 
are  much  more  pronounced  in  the  advertising  sections 
of  a  publication.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the  ad- 
vertiser is  trying  to  attract  attention,  while  the  editor 
chooses  to  present  the  regular  matter  in  what  he  con- 
siders the  most  pleasing  yet  dignified  form. 

There  are  hundreds  of  kinds  of  type.  The  different 
sizes  and  styles  of  type  face  were  created  to  produce 
certain  effects  or  to  answer  to  certain  uses.  Thus  the 
matter  of  type  faces  becomes  a  study  in  itself  and  the 
question  of  what  type  to  use  primarily  a  problem  for 
the  printer.  Yet  the  printer's  aim  is  to  please  the  eye 
of  the  reader;  hence  both  author  and  reader,  as  well  as 
printer,  have  a  stake  in  what  type  is  chosen  for  a  given 
project. 

Of  recent  years  considerable  study  has  been  given  to 
the  comparative  legibility  of  different  type  faces.  New 
type  faces  have  been  created  in  an  effort  to  embody  the- 
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essential  findings.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  of 
interest  to  Messenger  readers  to  know  that  the  body  of 
the  matter  on  this  page  is  in  eight  point  Excelsior.  Now 
Excelsior  is  a  new  type  face  especially  created  in  the 
interest  of  greater  legibility.  Essentially  what  was 
aimed  at  was  a  better  balance  in  the  weight  of  the  indi- 
vidual letter.  Excelsior  letters  are  rounder  and  a  little 
bolder  than  many  type  faces.  In  the  Messenger  the 
body  of  the  printed  matter  is  in  ten,  eight  or  six  Ex- 
celsior. But  the  ten  is  on  a  twelve-point  slug,  the  eight 
on  a  ten  and  the  six  on  a  seven-point  slug  or  base  of 
metal.  The  effect  of  this  is  to  increase  the  white  space 
between  the  lines  of  type,  and  so  to  furnish  guides  for 
the  eyes  of  the  reader.  Contrary  to  the  popular  idea 
that  mere  size  or  boldness  make  for  legibility,  is  the 
proven  fact  that  regular  type  faces,  with  plenty  of  white 
space  between  the  lines,  is  really  what  makes  for  easier 
reading. 

Pictures  and  What  They  Cost 

The  good  editor  likes  to  use  pictures,  and  especially  is 
there  an  incentive  to  do  this  in  a  picture-minded  world. 
But  first  of  all  there  is  the  picture  to  get.  It  is  surpris- 
ing what  this  can  involve  in  time  and  energy  if  it  is 


Some  Samples  of  Type 

From  what  has  been  said  of  the  kinds  of  type  and 
their  uses  it  may  be  of  interest  to  offer  samples  of  some 
of  the  principal  type  faces  used  in  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger. As  already  indicated,  Excelsior  is  the  usual  type 
face  used.  Memphis  bold  and  light  is  much  used  for 
headings  and  special  blocks  of  matters.  Some  other 
type  faces  are  used  in  a  limited  way,  especially  on  the 
cover  page  and  in  the  advertising.  The  samples  shown 
herewith  will  give  some  little  suggestion  as  to  type  pos- 
sibilities— 

Excelsior  six  point  lower  case  light.  Excelsior  six  point  lower 
EXCELSIOR  SIX  POINT  CAPS  LIGHT.  EXCELSIOR  SIX  P 
Excelsior  six  point  italic  lower  case  light.  Excelsior  six  point 
EXCELSIOR  SIX  POINT  ITALIC  CAPS  LIGHT.  EXCELSIO 
Excelsior  eight  point  lower  case  light.  Excelsior  eight 
EXCELSIOR  EIGHT  POINT  CAPS  LIGHT.  EXCELS 
Excelsior  eight  point  italic  lower  case  light.  Excelsior 
EXCELSIOR  EIGHT  POINT  ITALIC  CAPS.  EXCE 
Excelsior  ten  point  lower  case  light.  Excelsior  ten 
Excelsior  ten  point  italic.  Excelsior  ten  point  ital 
EXCELSIOR  TEN  POINT  CAPS  LIGHT.  EXCE 
EXCELSIOR  TEN  POINT  CAPS  ITALIC.    EXCE 

Memphis  eight  point  lower  case  bold.  Memphis  eight  point  lower 
Memphis  eight  point  lower  case  bold.  Memphis  eight  p 
MEMPHIS   EIGHT   POINT   CAPS   BOLD.     MEMPHIS 

Memphis  eight  point  lower  case  light.  Memphis  eight  point  lowe 
MEMPHIS  EIGHT  POINT  CAPS  LIGHT.  MEMPHIS  EIGHT  POINT 
MEMPHIS  EIGHT  POINT  CAPS  BOLD.    MEMPHIS  EIGHT  POINT  C 

Memphis  ten  point  lower  case  light.  Memphis  ten 
MEMPHIS  TEN  POINT  CAPS  LIGHT.  MEMPHIS  TE 
Memphis  ten  point  lower  case  bold.  Memphis  ten 
MEMPHIS  TEN  POINT  CAPS  BOLD.  MEMPHIS  TEN 
Memphis  twelve  point  lower  case  light.  M 
Memphis  twelve  point  lower  case  bold.    M 


something  to  be  drawn  by  an  artist,  and  not  much  less 
so  if  something  is  to  be  photographed.  But  having  got- 
ten the  desired  picture,  the  editor  may  still  have  the 
problem  of  creating  supporting  matter,  if  no  more  than 
a  title  or  line.  Then  there  is  the  expense  of  getting  an 
etching  made.  The  modern  halftone  is  a  rather  ex- 
pensive thing,  especially  when  one  realizes  that  it  is 
not  just  a  convenient  offset  against  the  printed  matter 
displaced.  It  usually  requires  some  special  handling  to 
fit  into  the  space  left,  and  in  one  way  or  another  tends 
to  cost  more  than  if  matter  in  type  was  used.  All  of 
which  is  to  say  that  bigger  and  better  pictures  will  not 
solve  every  one  of  an  editor's  problems.  Meanwhile 
they  mean  extra  thought,  extra  work  and  extra  expense. 
But  like  our  children,  they  are  usually  worth  it. 

How  to  Evaluate  a  Manuscript 

The  conscientious  writer  may  be  glad  for  a  sample 
summary  of  tests  to  apply  in  the  evaluation  of  a  manu- 
script. What  follows  was  drawn  up  for  use  in  judging 
books  assigned  to  be  written,  but  it  can  be  applied  to 
less  ambitious  projects  in  writing.  The  following  Guide 
for  Evaluating  the  Manuscript  was  prepared  by  Ros- 
well  P.  Barnes. 

I.  The  Manuscript  as  a  Whole — 

1.  Does  it  fulfill  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
planned? 

2.  Is  it  well  graded  for  use  in  the  age  groups  for 
which  intended? 

3.  Do  you  regard  it  as  in  general  well  written? 

4.  Do  you  find  its  material  well  organized? 

5.  Is  its  message  clear,  positive  and  convincing? 

6.  Does  it  offer  possibilities  for  effective  use  in  the 
designated  age  group? 

II.  What  do  you  regard  as  the  strong  points  of  the  manu- 
script? 

III.  What  do  you  regard  as  the  weaker  points  of  the 
manuscript? 

IV.  Detailed  criticism  identified  by  chapter,  page  and 
paragraph,  with  suggested  changes,  covering: 

1.  Inconsistencies,  inaccuracies,  confused  and  il- 
logical statements. 

2.  Objectionable  features,  from  the  standpoints  of  de- 
nominational policy  and  teaching;  educational  and 
religious  standards;  and  good  taste. 

3.  Infelicities  and  errors  of  style. 

4.  Any  others. 

V.  Additional  general  comment. 

VI.  Do  you  approve  in  general  its  publication  with  re- 
visions as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  author  and  com- 
mittee in  the  light  of  criticisms  received? 


ADULT   DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Studies  in  the  Christian  Use  of  Money 
Part  I.    Money  and  Life  Service 

Scripture:  Matt.  19:16-26;  1  Tim.  6:17-19 
Sunday,  October  19 
Note:  There  will  be  four  studies  on  this  general 
theme.  We  suggest  that  you  send  to  the  Board  of  Chris- 
tian Education,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  free 
literature.  You  may  want  the  course  of  study  by  Rich- 
ard L.  Ownbey,  Christian  Principles  of  Making  and 
Using  Money,  15c. 


:■: 
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I.  The  Situation  Today 

1.  A  man  begins  to  be  a  Christian  when  he  dedicates 
himself  and  all  that  he  has  to  God,  through  Christ. 

2.  Failure  to  consecrate  one's  money  wholly  to  the 
Lord  is  hindering  many  persons  from  entering  into  the 
richness  of  life  as  taught  by  Jesus. 

3.  Some  young  people  fail  to  accept  the  ministry  as  a 
life  work  because  other  professions  offer  more  money. 

4.  Some  conscientious  objectors  to  war  object  to  Ci- 
vilian Public  Service  camps  in  that  the  young  men  must 
work  for  nothing  and  the  church  must  support  them. 

5.  Some  church  members  allow  business  and  posses- 
sions to  take  first  place  in  their  lives,  leaving  to  king- 
dom interests  the  time,  talents,  money,  and  energy  that 
may  be  left.  Such  procedure  will  never  "make  dis- 
ciples of  all  nations." 

6.  It  is  still  hard  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  Money  making  in  our  present  economic 
order  is  beset  by  many  ethical  pitfalls  so  that  it  is  hard 
for  one  to  engage  in  certain  business  practices  without 
doing  violence  to  the  moral  standards  of  Christ. 

7.  People  are  still  asking,  "What  can  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life?" 

II.  Suggestions  for  Discussion 

1.  Is  the  desire  for  comfortable  living  inconsistent 
with  genuine  Christian  consecration? 

2.  May  the  gift  for  money-making  be  as  truly  dedi- 
cated to  Christ  as  the  gift  for  preaching  and  teaching? 
Give  examples. 

3.  Is  it  easier  or  more  difficult  to  be  a  Christian  when 
one  is  poor  than  when  one  is  rich? 

4.  Why  is  a  minister  held  in  low  esteem  when  he 
gives  evidence  of  a  love  of  money  for  itself? 

5.  What  happens  when  a  man  or  woman  makes  money 
purely  incidental  in  his  or  her  life  and  puts  Christ's 
work  first?  See  Jesus  and  the  Twelve,  Paul,  St.  Francis 
of  Assisi,  our  modern  missionaries,  ministers. 

6.  What  should  a  Christian  do  when  his  work  or  busi- 
ness requires  him  to  violate  the  moral  standards  of 
Christ? 


'         CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Tennessee  District  Conference 

The  1941  Tennessee  district  conference,  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  was  held  at  the  Johnson  City  church  Aug. 
13-15.  The  business  sessions  were  presided  over  by  A. 
M.  Laughrun;  reading  clerk,  R.  E.  Clarke.  The  Board 
of  Christian  Education  had  as  its  guest  speaker  Secre- 
tary Fleming  of  Elgin,  who  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  son.  Bro.  Fleming  also  preached  the  mission- 
ary sermon.  The  women  were  favored  with  the  pres- 
ence of  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  returned  missionary  to  Africa, 
who  also  spoke  in  the  general  session  on  her  Zamzam 
experiences.  Mrs.  Fleming  told  of  their  recent  visit  to 
Mexico  City. 

For  the  first  time  we  were  favored  with  an  exhibit 
from  the  Publishing  House  under  the  genial  supervision 
of  Sales  Director  O.  B.  Maphis  and  his  son,  John.  Bro. 
Maphis  found  time  to  also  bring  short  but  helpful  mes- 
sages during  several  sessions.  A  number  of  the  near-by 
churches  were  favored  with  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  Publishing  House  in  colored  pictures  and  hearing  its 
story  briefly  told. 


S.  H.  Garst  will  represent  this  district  on  the  1942 
Standing  Committee,  R.  E.  Clarke,  alternate.  Ray  Wine 
will  moderate  the  1942  conference  which  will  meet  with 
the  New  Hope  congregation.  There  was  an  abundance 
of  evidence  that  our  district  rejoices  that  the  1942  Gen- 
eral Conference  will  be  held  in  our  region,  the  first 
time  in  many  years.  We  are  gratified  to  note  that  our 
giving  to  all  general  church  projects  has  greatly  in- 
creased. We  have  made  plans  for  greater  future  accom- 
plishments. 

John  B.  White, 

Nashville,  Tenn.  Writing  Clerk. 


"Aunt  Mary  Rrubaker" 

The  oldest  resident  of  Wabash  County,  Indiana,  and 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, was  called  to  her  heavenly  home  on  Saturday  at 

noon,     Sept.    6,    at 
sy      I  |     |     the  ripe  old  age  of 
101  years,  7  months 
and  19  days. 

"Aunt  Mary  Bru- 
baker,"  was  born  in 
Union  County,  In- 
diana, Jan.  18,  1840. 
She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Elder  Heil 
and  Nancy  Kingery 
Hamilton.  Her  fa- 
ther v/as  one  of  the 
leading  elders  of 
the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Indi- 
ana during  the  last 
century.  When  she 
was  six  years  old, 
the  family  moved 
to  Richardville,  now 
Howard  County,  In- 
diana. The  land 
was  then  a  wilder- 
ness, inhabited  only 
by  the  Indians.  Here  some  ten  miles  west  of  Kokomo, 
Brother  and  Sister  Hamilton  not  only  built  up  a  home 
for  their  family,  but  also  a  church  home  for  themselves 
and  their  neighbors.  They  were  the  founders  of  the 
Howard  County   congregation. 

When  twenty  years  of  age  she  was  married  to  George 
Brubaker,  who  came  from  Ohio.  Here  they  established 
a  fine  Christian  home  which  was  outstanding  in  this 
church  and  vicinity  for  sixty  years.  Five  children  were 
born  to  Brother  and  Sister  Brubaker.  Two  of  these 
died  in  infancy.  The  oldest  son,  Martin,  was  killed  in 
North  Dakota  by  a  stroke  of  lightning  forty  years  ago. 
Another  son,  Dr.  O.  G.  Brubaker,  spent  one  term  of  serv- 
ice on  the  China  mission  field  and  since  then  has  been 
a  practicing  physician  in  North  Manchester.  The  daugh- 
ter, Sister  Ida,  has  in  a  most  beautiful  way  devoted  her 
life  to  caring  for  her  parents.  In  1920  the  family  moved 
to  North  Manchester.  Two  years  later,  Brother  George 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  A  foster  son, 
Will  Eikenberry,  lived  in  North  Manchester  many 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Flora  where  he  died  two 
years  ago. 

The  accompanying  picture  of  Sister  Brubaker  was 
taken  on  her  one  hundredth  birthday  with  her  son,  Dr. 


Aunt  Mary   Brubaker  with  daughter  Ida 
and  son  O.  G.  Brubaker 
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O.  G.,  and  her  devoted  daughter,  Ida,  who  has  been  the 
constant  companion  of  her  mother  for  many  years.  She 
also  leaves  eight  grandchildren,  twenty  great-grand- 
children, and  six  great-great-grandchildren. 

Sister  Brubaker  had  a  good  memory  and  good  use  of 
her  mind  almost  to  the  last.  She  was  much  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  church  and  could  give  much  informa- 
tion about  the  church  of  eighty  or  ninety  years  ago.  It 
was  a  great  inspiration  to  visit  her. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  in  North 
Manchester,  by  her  pastor,  Elder  H.  L.  Hartsough,  and 
at  her  old  church  in  Howard  County  by  the  writer. 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Otho  Winger. 


Mississinewa  Centennial  Observance 

The  centennial  observance  for  the  Mississinewa  con- 
gregation of  Southern  Indiana  will  be  held  in  the  Union 
Grove  church,  eight  miles  north  of  Muncie,  on  Oct.  17  to 
19. 

We  hope  many  former  residents  and  friends  will  plan 


THE    UNION    GROVE    CHURCH 

to  attend.  If  they  will  write  us,  as  some  have,  we  may 
use  them  in  some  part  of  the  program. 

We  plan  to  take  care  of  the  visitors  who  come.  Out- 
standing speakers,  who  know  this  field,  will  be  here. 
Our  program  is  planned  as  follows: 

Friday,  Oct.  17 — Love  feast. 

Saturday,  Oct.  18 — Breakfast  at  the  church,  with  wor- 
ship and  varied  services  following;  dinner  in  our  homes; 
evening  service  at  7:30. 

Sunday,  Oct.  19,  9:30  a.  m.,  Sunday  school;  10:30,  wor- 
ship and  sermon;  basket  dinner  at  noon.  At  the  after- 
noon session  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  speak  on  Church 
Loyalty,  Past,  Present  and  Future. 

Route  1,  Muncie,  Ind.  I.  C.  Snavely. 


District  Meeting  of  Southern  Illinois 

The  1941  district  meeting  for  Southern  Illinois,  was 
held  in  the  Astoria  church,  Aug.  23  to  25.  Inspirational 
meetings  were  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  with  the 
business  meeting  being  held  on  Monday.  Our  moder- 
ator, E.  F.  Caslow,  gave  a  very  timely  address  on  Satur- 
day evening  concerning  the  church.  Other  local  people 
from  the  district  made  important  contributions  to  the 
meeting.  The  young  people  had  a  vesper  service  on 
Saturday  evening  following  recreation  and  a  picnic  sup- 
per. 


Drs.  A.  R.  and  Laura  Cottrell,  who  are  supported  on 
the  mission  field  by  the  churches  of  our  district,  were 
present.  Mrs.  Cottrell  spoke  at  the  women's  meeting,  and 
Dr.  A.  R.  Cottrell  gave  the  missionary  address  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Elmer  Hersch,  manager  of  our  Publish- 
ing House,  spoke  at  the  men's  meeting  and  promoted  our 
Publishing  House  interests.  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm  gave  two 
splendid  addresses  on  Sunday,  and  Paul  Bowman,  Jr., 
gave  a  helpful  stereopticon  lecture  on  relief  work  and 
Civilian  Public  Service. 

The  business  meeting  showed  the  work  of  the  district 
functioning  effectively,  and  there  were  many  encour- 
aging reports.  The  district  finances  are  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  the  churches  have  paid  their  apportionments 
nearly  100%.  Elder  Lester  Fike  was  chosen  moderator 
for  next  year's  conference  which  will  be  held  in  the 
Cerro  Gordo  church,  Aug.  29-31,  1942.  Elder  Merlin  E. 
Garber  was  chosen  as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to 
the  next  Annual  Conference. 

Springfield,  111.        Galen  T.  Lehman,  Writing  Clerk. 


Southern  Ohio  Men's  Work 

The  men's  work  organization  of  Southern  Ohio  spon- 
sored a  large  mass  meeting  at  the  Ludlow  Falls  Camp 
Grounds,  Sunday,  Aug.  17,  at  2  and  7  p.  m.  The  speaker 
was  a  former  pastor  of  Southern  Ohio,  Bro.  J.  A.  Robin- 
son of  Johnstown,  Pa.  He  gave  two  fine  and  challeng- 
ing addresses  to  a  very  large  audience.  Special  music 
for  the  afternoon  was  furnished  by  the  Stinebaugh  quar- 
tet from  Huntington,  Ind.  Special  music  for  the  eve- 
ning was  furnished  by  groups  from  fifteen  churches  in 
the  district.  The  registered  attendance  for  the  after- 
noon was  1,300,  and  1,100  for  the  evening.  A  very  large 
appreciative  offering  for  men's  work  was  given.  The 
cabinet  for  men's  work  wishes  to  express  their  sincere 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  key  workers,  pas- 
tor, ministers,  and  all  who  aided  in  any  way  to  make 
this  a  large  and  successful  mass  meeting. 

Chester  J.  George, 
Gettysburg,  Ohio.  Secretary-Treasurer. 


On  the  Way 

Albuquerque  stands  where  once  the  red  man  roamed 
and  the  buffalo  pastured.  The  parting  guest  boards  the 
Santa  Fe  train.  Hands  wave.  The  city  now  fades  in  the 
azure  distance. 

Speeding  on  across  the  Rockies  the  brakeman  shouts 
"La  Verne!     All  out  for  La  Verne!" 

What  a  change!  Forty-two  years  ago  it  was  Lords- 
burg.  Now  it  is  La  Verne.  Then  it  was  Lordsburg 
College;  now  it  is  La  Verne  College.  Then  the  tourist 
was  carried  into  the  Santa  Fe  Pullman,  a  pitiable  in- 
valid. A  crowd  in  sorrow  looked  on.  The  stately  per- 
sonality of  Eld.  A.  Hutchison  graced  the  hour.  He  is 
now  in  the  sainted  realm. 

In  1941  the  same  passenger  by  God's  grace  steps  from 
the  train  and  glad  passengers  wave  him  good  wishes  for 
the  Annual  Meeting.  The  blue  eyes  sparkle  for  joy. 
However,  during  the  interim,  the  man  spoke  to  the  grad- 
uating class  of  1907  on  the  Lofty  Idealism  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  Many  warm  handclasps  abound.  Yet  one  no- 
tices a  great  change  even  here  in  the  salutations.  The 
scholasticism  of  the  day  and  the  dignity  of  modernism 
tend  to  cool  and  chill  brotherly  love. 

La  Verne  is  a  beautiful  residential  city.     The  college 
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is  moved  and  has  grown  stately.  The  Brethren  meet- 
inghouse is  large  and  outstanding.  The' pastor  is  styled 
the  most  dynamic  Dunker  preacher  extant. 

The  moderator  was  seen  at  his  best.  His  sermon  was 
called  great — surely  great  in  the  abstract,  if  not  in  the 
concrete  and  relativity.  He  seemed  blessed  with  a 
super  respect  for  the  Standing  Committee.  His  keen 
discernment  of  the  content  of  an  issue  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  it  were  not  clear  to  some  delegates.  Brethren 
tradition  is  emphatic  just  here.  His  "speed  up"  and 
"make  it  short"  tended  to  modernize  the  rules. 

It  is  now  observed  that  a  college  presidency  is  a  guar- 
antee to  our  moderatorship.  Does  it  not  seem  to  grace 
the  Annual  Meeting  with  a  scholastic  dignity  much 
above  the  ordinary?  It  is  fortunate  that  we  have  an 
abundance  of  resources  for  moderators. 

The  "Federal  Council"  theme  was  greatly  planned 
and  forcefully  put  across  and  in  full  harmony  with 
popular  Christianity,  as  well  as  with,  the  speed  of  the 
day. 

The  pageant  made  a  real  "hit"  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  even  if  not  in  the  spirit  of  the  men  portrayed. 

The  Conference  music  was  impressive  in  both  the 
vocal  and  orchestral  aspects.  The  art  side  of  the  great 
effort  far  surpassed  the  spiritual  and  worshipful. 

Some  devout  people  were  saddened,  though  many  re- 
joiced at  all  these  three  outstanding  features.  Many 
praised  the  choir  and  the  many  instruments,  while  some 
were  grieved  that  the  Standing  Committee  were 
crowded  from  the  platform  at  the  first  business  session. 
Still  the  elders  looked  fairly  well  in  the  lowest  seat  of 
the  synagogue. 

Long  live  the  memories  of  the  La  Verne  Annual  Meet- 
ing!   I  was  glad  to  be  at  La  Verne! 

Nokesville,  Va. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Blosser-Bollinger. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  La- 
Fayette,  Ohio,  Sister  Faye  Bollinger  and  Mr.  Edward  Blosser  of 
LaFayette.  Sept.  12,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  L.  Guthrie, 
LaFayette,   Ohio. 

Dick-Rosen. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Coventry  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Aug.  2,  1941,  Wayne  H.  Dick  and  Hazel  E.  Rosen, 
both  of  Pottstown,  Pa— Trostle  P.  Dick,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Dick-Stouffer. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Broadfording 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  24,  1941,  Jacob  Trostle  Dick  of 
Pottstown  and  Leona  M.  Stouffer  of  Hagerstown,  Md  —  Trostle 
P.   Dick,   Pottstown,   Pa. 

Gates-Mann. — By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  6,  1941,  at  Dinsmore, 
Sask.,  Clarence  Ivan  Gates  and  Jessie  Viola  Mann,  both  of  Mil- 
den,    Sask. — Harold    Michael,    Irricana,    Alta.,    Canada. 

Hahn-Horner. — By  the  undersigned,  in  Kalispell,  Mont.,  Sept. 
11,  1941,  Sam  Hahn  of  Whitefish,  Mont.,  and  Ruth  Horner  of 
Bethany    Hospital,    Chicago.— A.    P.    Becker,    Whitefish,    Mont. 

Kessler-Wilson. — In  the  Astoria  church  parsonage,  Sept.  4, 
1941.  Bro.  Willis  Dean  Kessler  of  Astoria,  111.,  and  Miss  Mildred 
Ilean  Wilson  of  Browning,  111.,  by  the  undersigned.— Lester  E. 
Fike,    Astoria,    111. 

Kulp-Irwin.— By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Coventry  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Sept.  10,  1941,  S.  Harvey  Kulp  and  June  Pollyann 
Irwin,  both  of  Pottstown. — Trostle  P.  Dick,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Sage-White.— By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  5,  1941,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  brother,  Guy  Sage  of  Long  Beach  and  Olive  White 
of  Glendora,  Calif.— J.  Z.  Gilbert,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Shaffer-Johns.— By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Shade  Creek  par- 
sonage, Aug.  30,  1941,  Bro.  Donald  Shaffer  of  Portage,  Pa.,  and 
Sister  Faye  Johns  of  Windber,  Pa.— John  F.  Graham,  Windber 
Pa. 


Bosserman,  Emma  Bollinger,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Eliz- 
abeth Bollinger,  was  born  Dec.  14,  1875,  near  Round  Hill,  Pa. 
She  was  married  to  Michael  Curtis  Bosserman,  July  23,  1896,  by 
Eld.  David  H.  Baker.  To  this  union  were  born  sixteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  Early  in  life  she  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  and  her  husband  moved 
to  York  more  than  forty  years  ago,  where  they  reared  their 
family.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  five  sons,  and  four 
daughters.  Her  death  occurred  on  June  21,  1941,  after  several 
months  of  illness,  which  was  borne  with  great  patience  and 
faith.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Elders  J.  J.  Bowser 
and  L.  Elmer  Leas.  Interment  was  made  in  Mummert's  meet- 
inghouse  cemetery. — Edward    K.    Ziegler,    York,   Pa. 

Bronson,  Amanda,  daughter  of  the  late  Elwood  B.  and  Mary  B. 
Fisher,  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  April  13,  1890,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  10,  1941.  Death  came  after  an  illness  of 
several  months.  On  Sept.  25,  1912,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Howard  Bronson.  They  have  lived  in  East  Vincent  Township 
since  1918.  Three  children  blessed  their  home.  Mrs.  Bronson 
was  a  graduate  of  West  Chester  State  Teachers'  College  and  for 
a  number  of  years  taught  school.  She  was  a  loyal  member  of  the 
Parkerford  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  teacher  of  the  junior  boys' 
class  in  the  Sunday  school,  and  a  faithful  helper  in  all  the  work 
of  the  church.  Surviving  her,  besides  her  husband,  are  three 
sons,  all  at  home,  and  a  brother.  Services  were  held  in  the 
White  Memorial  home,  Parkerford,  Pa.,  in  charge  of  the  writer. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  East  Vincent  Reformed  cemetery. — C.  H. 
Gehman,  Parkerford,  Pa. 

Byerly,  Henry  Clinton,  was  born  in  Adams  County,  Dec.  28, 
1895,  the  son  of  Dan  and  Dora  Byerly,  and  departed  this  life 
Aug.  31,  1941,  in  the  Wells  County  hospital  at  Bluffton,  Ind. 
Death  came  as  the  result  of  injuries  received  from  a  fall  off  the 
barn  roof.  When  a  young  man  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Feb.  29,  1916,  he  married  Theo 
Barger  and  to  this  union  were  born  eight  children.  He  was  a 
very  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  church  near  his  home.  He 
is  survived  by  his  widow,  four  sons,  four  daughters,  two  grand- 
children, a  stepmother,  four  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Pleasant  Dale  Church  of  the  Brethren 
by  Rev.  Robert  Younker.  Interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery 
near  by. — Russell  H.   Weller,  Decatur,  Ind. 

Cable,  Gerald  Earnest,  son  of  Oscar  and  Myra  Blickenstaff 
Cable,  was  born  in  Monticello,  Mar.  20,  1935.  He  was  struck  by 
a  car  and  fatally  injured  while  the  family  were  attending  the 
district  conference  at  Astoria,  111.,  on  Aug.  24.  He  was  taken  to 
a  hospital  in  Canton  where  he  passed  away  Aug.  28,  1941.  He  is 
survived  by  his  parents,  three  brothers,  four  grandparents,  and 
numerous  other  relatives  and  friends.  A  baby  sister  preceded 
him  in  death  last  February.  Gerald  was  a  bright,  active  child. 
He  was  looking  forward  to  entering  school  this  fall.  Funeral 
services,  held  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  Church  of  the  Brethren,  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman,  assisted  by  Bro.  Curry  of 
Monticello.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  cemetery. — 
Edith  Cassett,  Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Christ.  Elmer,  died  on  Aug.  7,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Manheim, 
Pa.,  from  the  effects  of  a  stroke.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Spanish  American  War.  Members  of  the  American  Legion  car- 
ried him  to  his  last  resting  place.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Sister  Annie  Christ,  five  children  and  two  stepchildren.  Serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  his  home  with  further  services  at  the 
East  Fairview  church  where  interment  took  place.  The  writer, 
assisted  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Leidy  of  the  Reformed  church,  officiated 
at  the  services. — H.  A.  Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Connell,  Jennie  M.,  was  born  near  Sidney,  Ind..  Nov.  17,  1866. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Connell.  There 
were  also  four  sons  in  the  family.  When  a  child  of  a  few  years 
she  moved  from  the  place  of  her  birth  to  the  home  where  her 
death  occurred.  Here  she  grew  to  womanhood  under  the  whole- 
some influence  of  a  home  where  work  was  held  to  be  honorable, 
virtue  desirable  and  Christian  living  of  first  importance.  On 
Dec.  6,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Daniel  P.  Mishler. 
To  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  one  daughter.  After  Mr. 
Mishler's  death  she  was  married  to  William  J.  Connell  on  Dec. 
15,  1901.  For  more  than  fifty  years  she  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  this  fellowship  she  experienced 
a  great  joy.  She  cultivated  a  love  for  the  beautiful  and  a 
warmth  of  friendship  that  made  her  home  one  of  attractiveness 
and  hospitality.  For  a  number  of  years  her  health  had  been  de- 
clining and  on  July  7,  1941,  she  fell  quietly  and  peacefully 
asleep.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  three  broth- 
ers, two  husbands  and  one  granddaughter.  She  is  survived  by  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  one  niece  and  one  brother.  Besides  these 
there  are  many  friends  whose  lives  she  had  touched  helpfully 
and  who  will  miss  her  greatly. — Moyne  Landis,   Sidney,  Ind. 

Cook,  Joan  Vivian,  little  daughter  of  Kenneth  and  Evelyn 
Long  Cook,  was  born  July  1,  1940.  Joan  was  instantly  killed  on 
Sept.  7,  1941,  when  struck  by  an  automobile.  Besides  her  par- 
ents she  is  survived  by  four  grandparents,  two  great-grand- 
mothers and  one  great-grandfather.  Funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Branch  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  I.  J.  Garber,  assisted 
by  Brethren  J.  M.  Foster  and  A.  L.  Miller.  Burial  was  made  in 
the   near-by   cemetery. — Myra  Pitsenbarger,  Bridgewater,   Va. 
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Dacheux,  Louis  F.  M.,  was  born  in  London,  England,  of 
French  parentage  on  Jan.  1,  1867,  and  died  in  the  York  hospital, 
Pa.,  from  a  complication  of  diseases;  on  Sept.  11,  1941.  Mr. 
Dacheux  was  employed  in  a  local  wallpaper  factory  as  a  block 
cutter  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Surviving  are  his  widow,  two 
sons,  one  daughter,  twelve  grandchildren  and  three  great-grand- 
children. Funeral  services,  conducted  by  the  writer,  were  held 
in  the  Sleeger  funeral  home  in  York,  with  burial  in  the  Green- 
mount  (cemetery. — M.   A.  Jacobs,   York,  Pa. 

Doll,  Charles  A.,  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  June  29,  1870. 
the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Doll.  He  passed 
to  his  eternal  reward  Aug.  5,  1941,  in  the  home  of  his  daughter 
at  Fousttown,  near  York,  following  an  illness  of  several  months. 
Throughout  the  months  of  his  illness  he  was  most  patient  and 
showed  a  gracious  Christian  spirit.  On  Jan.  17,  1892,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Minnie  Strausbaugh.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  children,  one  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  He 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
York  for  forty-seven  years.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  departure 
his  wife,  two  children,  ten  grandchildren,  three  great-grand- 
children, one  sister,  and  a  host  of  friends.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  First  church  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Greenmount  cemetery. — Edward  A. 
Ziegler,  York,  Pa. 

Fulk,  James  W.,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Fulk,  was  born  near 
Maroa,  111.,  April  9,  1874,  and  passed  away  at  his  home  three 
miles  west  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  Aug.  13,  1941.  Death  was 
caused  by  a  streptococcic  infection.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  was  married  to  Carrie  Ervin  on 
Feb.  16,  1897,  at  Decatur,  111.  They  located  on  a  farm  northeast 
of  Oakley  where  they  have  lived  since.  Two  sons  and  two 
daughters  were  born  to  them.  A  number  of  years  ago  Mr.  Fulk 
united  with  the  First  Brethren  church  of  Cerro  Gordo,  later 
transferring  his  membership  to  the  Oakley  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. The  services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Cerro 
Gordo  cemetery. — Idabelle   Hood,   Cerro  Gordo,  111. 

Gallatin,  Henry  Albert,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Francis  M. 
Gallatin,  was  born  Mar.  2,  1913,  and  died  Aug.  13,  1941.  Death 
was  due  to  a  fall  from  a  porch  roof  while  engaged  in  painting. 
Surviving,  besides  his  parents,  are  his  wife  and  young  daugh- 
ter, four  sisters  and  one  brother.  Services  at  his  late  home  in 
York  were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Ward  Smith  of  the 
United  Brethren  church,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  Prospect  Hill  cemetery  in  York,  Pa. — M.  A.  Jacobs, 
York,  Pa. 

Gibbony,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  David  and  Catharine  Settle 
Glass,  was  born  at  Henrietta,  Pa.,  Aug.  2,  1861,  and  departed  this 
life  Aug.  7,  1941.  Although  her  health  had  been  failing  for  sev- 
eral years,  she  was  not  bedfast  and  her  death  came  as  a  shock 
to  the  community.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank  Gib- 
bony  on  Nov.  13,  1887.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons.  Sur- 
viving are  her  two  sons,  four  sisters  and  three  grandchildren. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Williamsburg  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  church,  conducted  by  Bro. 
F.  J.  Byer  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Presbyterian  cemetery. — Elizabeth  Sollenberger,  Williamsburg, 
Pa. 

Gordon,  Perry  Albert,  son  of  Jacob  H.  and  Sue  Gordon,  was 
born  April  6,  1883,  near  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  and  was  killed  by 
his  tractor  on  June  3,  1941,  near  Jet,  Okla.  He  moved  from 
Indiana  to  Sumner  County,  Kans.,  with  his  parents  when  he  was 
a  very  small  boy.  With  his  parents  and  two  sisters  he  later 
moved  to  Nickerson,  Kans.,  where  he  lived  for  several  years. 
He  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  Salem 
church.  In  1899  his  family  moved  to  Jet,  Okla.,  where  he  re- 
sided until  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Vernie  Mae  Jones  on 
Mar.  12,  1901.  To  this  union  two  sons  and  three  daughters  were 
born.  The  wife  and  mother  passed  away  Oct.  10,  1918,  and  one 
daughter  died  in  1924.  On  June  4.  1919,  he  was  married  to  An- 
nis  King  at  Jet,  Okla.  He  placed  his  membership  in  the  Jet 
Methodist  church  and  took  an  active  part  in  Sunday-school 
work,  being  a  very  good  Bible  student.  He  was  always  ready  to 
help  any  one  in  need  and  was  a  kind  husband  and  faithful 
father.  He  will  be  missed  greatly  but  we  know  that  our  loss  is 
his  gain. — Mrs.   J.   D.   Miller,   Albany,   Oreg. 

Harkless,  Eva,  was  born  Dec.  21,  1866,  and  passed  away  in 
June  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Shepard  and  Sarah  Cory. 
In  1890  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  Butt,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  In  1939  she  was  married  to  Sheldon  Hark- 
less.  Mrs.  Harkless  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Surviving  are  her  husband,  a  brother,  two  sisters,  three 
stepchildren  and  five  step  grandchildren.  Two  sons  preceded 
her  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  with  Bro. 
Lee  Cory  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Syracuse  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.  Peter  Plew,   Syracuse,   Ind. 

Heiny,  Pearl  Edith,  was  born  Dec.  22,  1884,  near  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa,  and  fell  asleep  on  Aug.  24,  1941,  in  her  home  near 
Grand  Junction,  Colo.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  she  was  baptized 
in  the  South  English  church.  She  was  blessed  with  Christian 
parents.  Her  father,  Eld.  Joseph  D.  Coffman,  went  to  his  re- 
ward in  1929  and  her  mother  in  1940.  Sister  Heiny  made  use 
of  her  spiritual  gifts  in  building  God's  kingdom.  She  sang  in 
the  choir,  taught  a  Sunday-school  class  and  was  a  leader  in  the 
ladies'  aid  society  and  the  W.  C.  T.  U.     She  also  served  in  the 


deacon's  office  with  her  husband,  W.  H.  Heiny,  to  whom  she  was 
united  in  marriage  on  Nov.  28,  1908.  Despite  her  illness  that 
kept  her  bedfast  for  the  last  ten  years,  she  maintained  an  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  the  community  life.  She  was 
patient  in  her  suffering  and  cheerful  and  gentle  to  all  who 
called  on  her.  She  had  the  joy  of  knowing  that  all  of  her  fam- 
ily were  active  in  the  service  of  the  Christ  she  loved.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  four  daughters,  one  son,  two  grand- 
children and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
home  church  by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  Floyd  Jarboe. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Grand  Junction  cemetery. — O.  H. 
Feiler,   Grand   Junction,   Colo. 

Hoover,  Lizzie  M.,  died  Sept.  8,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  sister, 
after  an  illness  of  a  few  months.  She  was  in  her  seventy-seventh 
year.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Conewago  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  two  sisters  and  two  brothers- 
Services  were  held  at  the  Conewago  church  by  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  John  M.  Hostetter  and  Elmer  E.  Ebersole. 
Interment  was  made  in  Hoffer's  cemetery. — H.  A.  Merkey,  Man- 
heim,   Pa. 

Houdyshell.  Gracie  Elizabeth,  third  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Houdyshell,  was  born  at  Briery  Branch  in  1913  and  departed  this 
life  Aug.  10,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  parents.  She  had  been 
anointed  once  and  had  called  for  the  anointing  service  and  a 
song  service  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  several  hours  before  her  death, 
but  because  of  church  services  it  was  delayed  too  long.  Sister 
Gracie  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  early  in  her 
girlhood  days  and  was  faithful  in  attending  church  as  long  as 
her  health  permitted.  She  was  one  who  possessed  a  quiet  dis- 
position and  was  loved  by  all.  During  her  two  years'  illness- 
she  showed  much  appreciation  to  the  ladies'  aid,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and 
friends  of  the  community  for  what  they  had  done  for  her  while 
sick.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  her  parents,  two  sisters  and 
a  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Briery  Branch 
church  by  Brethren  I.  J.  Garber,  J.  L.  Driver  and  A.  L.  Miller. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Myra  Pitsen- 
barger,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

Huicheson,  Donald  Eugene,  son  of  Harry  and  Naomi  Hutche- 
son,  was  born  Aug.  12,  1923.  In  August  1932  Donald  became  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Happy  Corners.  He 
enjoyed  his  spiritual  life,  and  especially  did  he  speak  often  of  the 
wonderful  fellowship  at  Camp  Sugar  Grove  and  the  spiritual  up- 
lift he  received  at  the  communion  and  candlelighting  services - 
On  Sunday  afternoon,  after  returning  home  from  camp,  he  was 
suffering  intensely  and  asked  for  the  anointing  service.  His 
grandfather,  Bro.  Joe  Robbins,  assisted  Bro  John  Fidler  in  this 
sacred  rite.  Just  a  year  ago  Donald's  sister  preceded  him  to 
the  spirit  world.  On  Aug.  23  he  was  taken  to  the  Good  Samari- 
tan hospital  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  on  Aug.  28,  1941,  he  departed 
this  life.  He  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  his  father  and  mother, 
one  sister,  one  brother,  one  grandfather,  two  grandmothers  and 
many  other  relatives  and  friends. — Naomi  Hutcheson,  Laura, 
Ohio. 

Jarreli,  Clara  Alice,  was  killed  instantly  Aug.  25,  1941,  when 
she  was  struck  by  a  passenger  train  at  a  crossing  near  the 
Syracuse  depot.  She  was  born  near  Syracuse  on  Feb.  2,  1877,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Strieby.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Charles  Jarret,  who  preceded  her  in  death  several 
years  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Syracuse  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Surviving  are  three  daughters  and  a  son.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Syracuse  Church  of  the  Brethren  with 
Bro.  John  Jones  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Syracuse 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Peter  Plew,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

Johnson,  Iva  Lovina,  was  the  daughter  of  William  R.  and 
Emma  J.  Spangler.  She  was  born  near  Bigmont,  Pa.,  on  July  17, 
1894.  She  was  married  to  Flete  Johnson  and  to  this  union  was 
born  one  son,  who  survives  her  and  who  has  made  his  home  with 
her.  In  1925  Iva  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  She  and  her  son  returned  to  York  in  1927, 
where  she  had  made  her  home  with  her  widowed  mother.  She 
had  been  a  most  faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the  First  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  York  since  that  time.  As  the  record  librarian 
at  York  hospital,  she  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  always 
made  people  feel  at  ease  and  calm  as  they  entered  the  hospital 
as  patients.  Her  quiet,  radiant  Christian  character  was  known 
by  all,  both  church  associates  and  acquaintances  made  at  her 
work.  She  died  suddenly  after  a  heart  attack  on  Sept.  5,  1941, 
at  her  home.  The  funeral  at  the  First  church  was  conducted 
by  her  pastor,  Bro.  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  and  her  Sunday-school 
teacher,  Bro.  L.  Elmer  Leas.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Green- 
mount   cemetery. — Edward   K.    Ziegler,   York,   Pa. 

Lam,  Edna  Mary,  wife  Of  Bro.  Charles  Lam  of  Bachmansville. 
Pa.,  died  at  her  late  home  on  July  29,  1941,  after  a  lingering  ill- 
ness of  three  years.  She  was  a  patient  and  cheerful  sufferer  and. 
an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  was  thirty-seven  years 
of  age.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  mother,  and  one  daughter. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Roth  funeral  home  in  Eliza- 
bethtown  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  Shank's  ceme- 
tery.— H.  A.  Merkey,  Manheim,  Pa. 

Lingofelter,  Elizabeth  Rothrock,  was  born  near  Middletown. 
Pa.,  and  departed  this  world  at  Reedley,  Calif.,  Aug.  16,  1941. 
Her  parents,  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Rothrock,  moved  to 
Goshen,  Ind.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  was  united 
in  marriage  to  William  J.  Lingofelter,  who  died  Feb.  23,  1941. 
To  this  union  were  born  five   children,  two  of  whom  preceded 
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the  parents  in  death.  They  moved  to  Reedley,  Calif.,  in  1908 
and  have  resided  here  most  of  the  time  since.  She  was  bap- 
tized into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and 
had  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life  since.  She  was  interested  in 
humanity  and  spent  many  years  in  nursing,  which  she  loved  to 
do.  When  no  longer  able  to  serve  she  seemed  eager  to  go  home. 
— Anna  Ramsey,   Reedley,  Calif. 

Liskey,  Alvin  Wampler,  son  of  Perry  and  Sadie  Wampler 
Liskey,  was  born  March  8,  1912,  near  Harrisonburg,  Va.  He 
died  July  9,  1941,  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital  follow- 
ing an  extended  illness.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  since  early  youth.  He  is  survived  by  his 
parents,  five  brothers,  three  sisters,  and  many  other  friends 
and  relatives.  Funeral  services,  held  at  the  Mill  Creek  church, 
were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  J.  Miller,  assisted  by 
Bro.  C.  E.  Long. — Lera  Bowman  Jarrels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

McGregor,  Anna,  daughter  of  James  and  Bertha  Nolan,  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  24,  1879,  and  died  at  the 
Nason  hospital  in  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  Aug.  30,  1941,  after  a 
lingering  illness.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  Mc- 
Gregor on  Mar.  21,  1901.  She  and  Bro.  McGregor  had  united 
with  the  church  since  their  marriage  and  remained  faithful. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  women's  Bible  class  and  attended 
regularly  until  failing  health  kept  her  at  home.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  three  grand- 
children and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Roaring  Spring  church  in  charge  of  Pastor  T.  F.  Henry.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Holsinger  cemetery  near  Bakers  Sum- 
mit. Pa. — Lena  M.   Hoover,  Roaring   Spring,   Pa. 

Miller,  Guilford,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1859,  and  passed  to  his 
eternal  home  Aug.  6,  1941.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Esther 
Shively  Miller.  His  entire  life  had  been  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
North  Manchester  and  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  for  fifty  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  Snapp  in 
1880.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union;  the  son  preceded 
him  in  death,  and  the  daughter  survives  him,  along  with  three 
grandchildren,  five  great-grandchildren  and  two  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  at  the  Eel  River  church  were  conducted  by  the 
writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — George 
W.  Deaton.  Claypool,  Ind. 

Miller,  Martha,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Huffman, 
was  born  Jan.  10,  1856.  On  Mar.  28,  1875,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Aaron  Miller.  Aunt  Martha  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on 
Aug.  11,  1941.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  sixty-three  years,  and  a  faithful  companion  to  her 
husband  for  more  than  sixty-seven  years.  One  son,  one  daugh- 
ter, five  grandchildren,  eight  great-grandchildren  and  her  aged 
companion  survive.  Funeral  services  in  the  Eel  River  church 
were  conducted  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Ulrey 
Memorial  cemetery. — George  W.   Deaton,  Claypool,  Ind. 

Mohler,  Kate  Smith,  was  born  Jan.  25,  1866,  and  died  Aug.  12, 
1941.  She  had  been  in  ill-health  for  some  years  and  was  resid- 
ing with  her  daughter  in  Myerstown.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  fifty-four  years.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  united  with  the  church  the  same  year  that  they  were 
married.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  husband,  Chris- 
tian. She  is  survived  by  her  daughter,  two  sons,  twelve  grand- 
children and  seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Richland  church  by  Eld.  Michael  Kurtz.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Richland  cemetery. — Eva  A.  Bollinger, 
Richland,    Pa. 

Nowlan,  Florence  Neathery,  wife  of  John  H.  Nowlan,  died 
Aug.  22,  1941,  at  Anna,  111.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  John 
and  Susan  Merriman  Neathery  and  was  born  in  Bond  County, 
111.,  on  July  1,  1872.  On  April  17,  1892,  she  was  married  to  John 
H.  Nowlan,  for  many  years  a  Bond  County  schoolteacher  and 
now  county  surveyor.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  three 
sons,  three  daughters,  six  grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild, 
three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  First  Baptist  church,  of  which  she  was  a  member, 
by  Rev.  F.  V.  Wright  of  Winchester.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
Montrose   cemetery. — Nellie   Fink,   Santa   Cruz,   Calif. 

Propst,  Kenneth  Wayne,  infant  son  of  Mayo  and  Rebecca 
Wenger  Propst,  was  born  Mar.  18,  1941,  and  died  May  13,  1941, 
at  the  home  of  his  grandparents  near  Attobine,  Va.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  home  of  his  grandmother  and  step 
grandfather  Esherlman  near  Attobine,  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Foster. 
His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Clover  Hill  cemetery. — Myra 
Pitsenbarger,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

Reber,  Frank,  son  of  the  late  John  Reber  and  wife,  was  born 
June  10,  1874,  and  died  Aug.  12,  1941.  He  leaves  four  brothers 
and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  Ziegler's  meet- 
inghouse near  Rehrersburg,  Pa.,  by  Elders  I.  D.  Gibbel  and  J.  P. 
Merkey.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Stella 
D.  Merkey,  Bethel,  Pa.,  Sept.  16. 

Reese,  Susanna  E.,  peacefully  passed  to  her  eternal  home  on 
Aug.  23.  1941,  at  her  home  in  Los  Angeles.  She  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Calvary  church,  having  attained  the  age  of 
ninety-seven  years,  eight  months  and  fourteen  days.  Not  only 
had  she  lived  long,  but  she  had  developed  a  faith  that  made  her 
last  days  most  rich  and  beautiful  in  her  patient,  peaceful  wait- 
ing for  the  call.  She  and  her  husband,  the  late  Dr.  A.  W. 
Reese,  had  been  lifelong  members  of  the  church.  It  was  in 
their  home  on  Aug.  3,  1880,  that  the  Warrensburg  County 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  was  organized.    They, 


with  twelve  others,  were  the  charter  members  of  this  fine 
church  that  for  many  years  was  an  outstanding  organization  in 
the  westward  migration  of  the  church  and  the  building  of  the 
church  in  the  great  plains  states.  For  a  number  of  years  she 
had  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Calvary  church  of  Los  Ange- 
les with  a  lively  interest  in  its  work  and  progress.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  Memorial  services  were 
held  by  her  pastor  at  the  Little  Church  of  the  Flowers  in  For- 
est Lawn  Memorial  Park,  after  which  she  was  placed  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  the  beautiful  mausoleum  near  by.  The 
Scripture  text,  1  Thess.  4:  13,  was  the  same  as  used  at  the  like 
service  for  her  late  husband. — G.  O.  Stutsman,  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

Renn,  Roland  Daniel,  son  of  Roland  R.  and  Kathryn  Kratzer 
Renn  of  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  at  Dowingtown,  Pa.,  Feb. 
1,  1925,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  Mercy  hospital  at  Altoona, 
Aug.  22,  1941.  He  had  been  confined  to  his  bed  with  a  complica- 
tion of  ailments  for  four  weeks  prior  to  being  admitted  to  the 
hospital  on  Aug.  13.  He  leaves  to  mourn,  his  parents,  one  sis- 
ter, one  brother,  and  a  grandmother.  Roland  was  a  member  of 
the  senior  class  of  the  Williamsburg  high  school,  being  an  honor 
student  in  his  class.  He  was  a  boy  who  was  interested  in  sports 
and  school  activities.  His  many  school  friends  will  miss  his 
lovable  personality.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
at  the  age  of  eleven  and  was  a  faithful  attendant  at  church  and 
Sunday  school,  a  member  of  the  young  people's  choir,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  He  was  always  willing  to  re- 
spond to  any  service  he  was  asked  to  do.  The  last  hours  of 
his  life  were  marked  by  patient  suffering.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  home  on  Aug.  25  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Elmer  Q. 
Gleim.  Burial  was  made  at  Littlestown,  Pa. — Elizabeth  Sol- 
lenberger,   Williamsburg,   Pa. 

Rowe,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Miller  Cripe, 
was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  near  Goshen,  Jan.  27,  1854,  and 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son  near  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  on  Sept. 
13,  1941.  She  was  the  last  of  a  family  of  eleven  children.  On 
April  9,  1871,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frederick  Rowe;  to 
this  union  were  born  seven  children,  one  of  whom  preceded  her 
in  death.  Her  husband  also  preceded  her  in  death  thirty-one 
years  ago.  She  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
April  1871  and  had  been  a  very  devoted  member  until  her 
death.  She  never  aspired  to  leadership  but  was  always  full  of 
good  works  and  was  much  loved  by  everyone  who  knew  her. 
As  an  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  church,  she  often  walked 
nine  miles  to  church  through  all  kinds  of  weather,  sometimes 
carrying  a  child  and  leading  one  or  two  more.  Since  the  death 
of  her  husband  she  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Bremen 
until  about  a  year  ago.  She  leaves  three  sons,  three  daughters, 
twenty-six  grandchildren,  three  step-grandchildren,  fifty-eight 
great-grandchildren  and  three  great-great-grandchildren,  besides 
numerous  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer,  her  former  pastor,  assisted  by  Eld.  John 
Metzler. — C.   C.    Cripe,   Argos,   Ind. 

Shank,  Robert,  infant  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobert  Shank, 
died  Sept.  13,  1941.  He  leaves  two  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
Funeral  services  at  the  Cedar  Grove  church  were  in  charge  of 
Bro.   Glenon   Brown. — Martha   Sizemore,   Rogersville,   Tenn. 

Showaller,  Peter  W.,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  died  July  16. 
1941,  following  a  brief  illness,  at  his  home  in  the  Sunny  Side 
community.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Jacob  and  Eliza  Sho- 
walter. His  entire  life  was  spent  in  Rockingham  County,  Va. 
In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Progressive  Brethren  Church  and 
later  joined  the  Mill  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren,  remaining 
faithful  until  the  end.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  who  was 
Miss  Hettie  Rodeffer,  six  daughters,  one  son,  twenty  grand- 
children, and  other  relatives.  Two  sons  who  had  reached  ma- 
turity preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Mill  Creek  church  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Long.  Burial  was  made 
in  the  church  cemetery. — Lera  Bowman  Jarrels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

Shumaker,  Howard,  son  of  Clifford  and  Nanette  Shumaker, 
was  born  Aug.  9,  1914,  at  Mentone,  Ind.  Later  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  the  Walnut  community.  He  was  married  to 
Esther  Fanning  on  Sept.  29,  1933.  To  this  union  were  born  four 
children,  one  of  whom  preceded  him  in  death.  He  was  greatly 
attached  to  his  family  and  took  great  delight  in  his  children. 
His  death  on  Aug.  25,  1941,  resulted  from  an  automobile  acci- 
dent. At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  remained  faithful  to  his  vows  then  taken. 
He  was  well  thought  of  in  the  community  and  had  a  promising 
future.  All  of  his  many  friends  share  with  his  dear  ones  who 
mourn  his  tragic  and  untimely  passing.  He  leaves  his  compan- 
ion, one  son  and  two  daughters,  his  father  and  mother,  six 
brothers  and  one  sister,  besides  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Walnut  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Eld.  T.  G.  Weaver  and  the  undersigned. — C.  C.  Cripe, 
Argos,   Ind. 

Taylor,  Barbary  Ann,  wife  of  William  Henry  Taylor,  was  born 
Jan.  20,  1867,  and  departed  this  life  April  2,  1941.  Brother  and 
Sister  Taylor  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  three 
years  ago.  Sister  Taylor  was  a  quiet  woman  of  good  Christian 
character.  She  was  a  good  friend  and  neighbor  to  everyone. 
She  will  be  greatly  missed  in  the  home  and  community.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her 
aged  husband,  one  daughter,  six  grandchildren  and  two  brothers. 
Funeral   services  were  held  at  the  Branch  church  in   charge   of 
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Elders  J.  L.  Driver  and  J.  M.  Foster.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
church   cemetery. — Myra  Pitsenbarger,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

Trymyer,  Samuel  K.,  son  of  Jacob  K.  and  Martha  Kiehl  Try- 
myer,  was  born  in  West  Earl  Township,  Pa.,  Sept.  20,  1881,  and 
died  May  27,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in  Ephrata.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  the  past  thirty- 
five  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Annie  Keeler  Trymyer, 
one  daughter,  three  sons,  three  grandchildren,  four  sisters  and 
eight  brbthers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Ephrata 
Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Eld.  A.  P.  Wenger,  and  interment  was 
made  in  the  Mohler  cemetery  near  Ephrata. — Mabel  M.  Myer, 
Ephrata,  Pa. 

Willey,  Thomas  Eldridge,  was  born  in  Stuttgart  County,  Ark. 
He,  with  his  family,  then  resided  at  Mt.  Ayr,  Ind.,  during  his 
young  manhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  left  home  to  go 
to  Spokane,  Wash.  On  Nov.  25,  1906,  he  was  married  to  Nora 
Thornton  of  that  city.  Five  years  later  they  moved  into  Stevens 
County,  near  Valley,  Wash.  It  was  here  that  they  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  Brethren  under  the  leadership  of  Eld.  W.  H.  Tigner. 
At  this  place  they  joined  the  church  and  have  always  been  a  help 
wherever  they  held  their  membership.  They  left  the  ranch 
in  Stevens  County  and  returned  to  the  city  of  Spokane  in  1928. 
In  1932  he  and  Sister  Willey  moved  to  Wenatchee,  where  they 
have  been  active  in  the  Wenatchee  Valley  church  since.  Bro. 
Willey's  hours  of  duty  kept  him  from  regular  church  attendance 
but  he  has  taught  Sunday-school  classes,  been  president  of  the 
men's  work  group  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  missionary 
committee  while  he  has  had  his  membership  with  us.  Though 
Bro.  Willey's  background  was  non-Brethren,  and  he  loved  and 
served  the  Brethren  church  from  choice  as  an  adult,  he  has  had 
a  different  outlook  from  those  who  are  Brethren  by  heritage. 
His  approach  to  problems  was  broad  and  most  stimulating  to 
the  life  of  the  church.  Bro.  Willey  was  much  loved  by  the  lit- 
tle folks.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  two  sons,  three  grand- 
sons and  one  granddaughter,  who  is  the  first  female  child  in  the 
Willey  line  for  sixty  years.  Bro.  Willey  was  stricken  suddenly 
ill  and  passed  away  at  the  Deaconess  hospital  after  a  few  days' 
illness,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  in 
Wenatchee  and  interment  was  made  at  Spokane. — Geraldine 
Eller,    Wenatchee,   Wash. 

Wise,  Moses  B.,  son  of  Moses  B.  and  Elizabeth  Burkett  Wise, 
was  born  Sept.  24,  1858,  on  a  farm  near  Bradford,  Ohio.  He 
was  the  youngest  of  thirteen  children;  his  mother  died  when 
he  was  eighteen  months  old.  On  Dec.  16,  1883,  he  was  married 
to  Anna  B.  Miller.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  all 
surviving,  with  his  widow,  except  one  daughter  who  passed 
away  in  1918.  Until  his  retirement  his  entire  life  was  spent  in 
farming.  He  always  lived  in  the  Bradford  vicinity  and  the  last 
forty-seven  years  were  spent  on  his  present  farm.  He  quietly 
passed  away  on  Aug.  24,  1941,  after  a  very  brief  illness.  On 
Mar.  29,  1891,  he  was  baptized  by  the  late  Isaac  Frantz.  He 
loved  his  Christ  and  the  church,  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian 
life.  There  remain  to  cherish  his  memory  his  bereaved  family, 
two  half-sisters,  one  half-brother,  five  grandchildren,  four  step- 
grandchildren,  one  great-grandchild  and  many  other  relatives 
and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Harris  Creek 
church  on  Aug.  26,  conducted  by  Brethren  D.  G.  Berkebile  and 
G.  E.  Weaver.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Harris  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Mrs.   Jesse  M.  Wise,   Bradford,   Ohio. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    — 

Alabama 

Oneonta. — We  have  been  greatly  privileged  during  the  year  to 
have  had  with  us  Bro.  Kahle  presenting  lectures  on  money 
management,  which  were  helpful,  and  his  wife  to  interest  the 
children  with  stories;  Bro.  Dancy  of  North  Carolina  in  a  series 
of  well-attended  evangelistic  meetings;  Bro.  Finnell  presenting 
a  stereopticon  lecture  on  temperance,  and  the  national  secre- 
tary of  the  temperance  society  giving  a  timely  address;  Bro. 
I.  N.  H.  Beahm  giving  several  inspiring  addresses;  Missionary 
Nettie  Senger  with  her  stereopticon  lecture,  creating  more 
interest  in  missions;  and  recently  Bro.  J.  C.  Wine,  pastor  of  the 
Johnson  City  church,  Tenn.,  to  preach  for  us.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  Luella  Isenberg  and  Olive  Wise,  who  are 
active  in  the  young  people's  department  of  our  church  district. 
Bro.  A.  S.  B.  Miller  and  wife,  who  served  as  missionaries  in 
India  for  fifteen  years,  reside  at  Boaz,  Ala.  He  is  head  of  the 
agricultural  department  in  Snead  College.  The  Miller  family 
often  drive  forty  miles  to  worship  with  us.  Their  presence 
and  help  mean  much  for  the  church  here.  On  Sept.  27  Evan- 
gelists G.  G.  Canfield  and  wife  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings 
to  continue  for  two  weeks.  Our  Sunday  night  services  now  are 
to  prepare  us  for  these  meetings. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Culler,  Cleveland, 
Ala.,   Sept.   15. 

California 

Hermosa  Beach. — Good  interest  and  attendance  were  shown 
at  our  inspirational  evangelistic  meetings  conducted  by  Sister 
June  Yearout  of  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Galen 
Walker,  July  20 — Aug.  3.  As  a  result  two  reconsecrated  their 
lives  to  Christ.  Our  delegates  to  the  district  conference  were 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  Walker.  We  have  just  received  by  letter  Eld. 
J.  Bradford  Shaffer  and  wife.  Our  church  election  took  place 
with   few  changes  being  made   in   officers.     Our   pastor   is   start- 


ing his  fifth  year  at  this  place.  One  was  baptized  recently.  Our 
church  has  just  been  repainted  on  the  outside. — Mrs.  Vinna 
Bowman,  Hermosa  Beach,  Calif.,  Sept.  8. 

Live  Oak. — We  rejoice  very  much  over  the  way  our  people 
are  taking  hold  of  the  church  program  for  the  new  year.  Sev- 
eral important  matters  of  business  were  considered  at  our  last 
regular  business  meeting.  W.  R.  Brubaker  was  elected  as  elder 
for  another  year  and  Vera  Kirkpatrick  as  church  clerk.  Our 
delegates  to  the  district  conference  at  Empire  are  Brethren 
W.  R.  Brubaker  and  Clement  E.  Boyd.  Dale  Ferris  and  Venna 
Landis  are  the  Sunday-school  superintendents  for  the  new  year. 
Our  treasurer,  Charles  Rebik,  gave  his  report  and  stated  that  all 
bills  have  been  paid  and  there  is  a  small  balance  to  start  the 
new  year.  We  feel  very  happy  over  the  adoption  of  the  unified 
budget  for  the  new  year.  All  items  of  expense,  both  local  and 
general,  have  been  placed  in  the  budget  and  we  shall  endeavor 
to  raise  the  entire  budget  through  tithes  and  offerings.  The 
board  of  trustees  has  set  Oct.  5  as  loyalty  Sunday.  All  members 
are  urged  to  be  present  with  their  pledge  for  the  new  year. 
Pastor  Daugherty  is  preaching  a  series  of  sermons  leading  up 
to  loyalty  Sunday.  On  Sept.  14  he  spoke  on  God  Calls  for  a 
Regenerated  Membership.  The  messages  for  the  next  three 
Sundays  are:  A  Spiritual  Church  Membership,  A  Separated 
Church  Membership,  A  Compassionate  Church  Membership.  On 
July  28  we  were  favored  with  a  most  excellent  program  by  the 
La  Verne  Collegaires.  Their  program  was  inspirational  and 
lifted  us  heavenward. — Helen  N.  Daugherty,  Live  Oak,  Calif.. 
Sept.    15. 

Reedley. — We  received  help  and  inspiration  from  services  held 
the  evening  of  July  12  and  at  the  following  morning  church 
hour  by  Bro.  Alvin  Brightbill.  Ten  from  here  attended  Camp 
Beulah  July  14-21,  and  a  report  of  the  same  was  given  on  the 
next  Sunday  evening  at  a  campfire  service.  Mrs.  Herman  Landis 
occupied  the  pulpit  on  July  20,  giving  an  interesting  account  of 
work  on  the  mission  field.  A  very  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  our  church  Aug.  9-12.  Our  choir  rendered 
a  program  of  special  music  on  Aug.  31.  Three  of  our  young 
people  are  leaving  to  attend  La  Verne  College.  Our  summer 
audiences  were  somewhat  diminished,  some  being  away  for 
work  and  others  for  vacations.  During  this  time  our  finances 
ran  low,  so  those  in  charge  sent  out  a  letter  acquainting  the 
membership  with  the  facts  and  were  encouraged  with  the  re- 
sponse of  an  offering  of  $89.04  on  the  following  Sunday.  Bro. 
David  Studebaker  and  wife  are  with  us  this  year  as  our  first 
full-time  pastors.  We  are  gratified  with  the  interest  our  group 
is  taking  in  a  study  of  the  different  departments  of  church  work. 
These  studies  are  conducted  at  our  Sunday  evening  services. 
The  discussions  are  of  the  needs,  past  efforts,  goals,  and  ways 
of  improvement,  in  preparation  for  the  year's  work  beginning 
Oct.    1.— Anna    Ramsey,    Reedley,    Calif.,    Sept.    12. 

Sacramento  Suburban. — On  Sept.  4  our  council  meeting  was 
held  at  the  church  with  Eld.  W.  R.  Brubaker  presiding.  Offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen  of 
Empire  was  elected  elder  and  Brethren  W.  M.  Robbins  and 
L.  P.  Robertson  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  The 
re-dedication  week  services  began  on  the  following  Monday 
night  with  Bro.  S.  Paul  Daugherty  of  Live  Oak  as  guest  speaker. 
On  Tuesday  night  Martha  Shick  and  Mr.  Fung  were  the  speak- 
ers; Wednesday  night,  Rev.  E.  T.  Cornelius  of  the  First  Chris- 
tian church  of  Sacramento;  Thursday  night,  C.  H.  Cameron  of 
Waterford  and  Friday  night,  consecration  services  with  Andrew 
Blickenstaff  as  guest  speaker.  A  Chinese  dinner  prepared  by 
Miss  Shick  and  her  helpers  was  served  before  this  service  and 
was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a  good  attendance.  At  the  Sunday 
morning  service  on  Sept.  14  Bro.  Fred  Brunk  of  La  Verne  was 
installed  as  our  new  pastor.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother 
and  Sister  Brunk  to  our  Sacramento  church.  Dinner  was  served 
by  the  ladies  of  the  church.  The  dedicatory  address  was  given 
in  the  afternoon  by  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis.  The  members  of  the 
Sacramento  church  wish  to  thank  the  many  friends  and  sister 
churches  who  so  kindly  and  generously  helped  to  make  this 
week  such  a  memorable  one  for  us.  We  regretfully  bade  good-by 
to  our  summer  pastor  and  his  good  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
J.  R.  Jennings,  who  worked  so  faithfully  in  making  our  church 
a  realization.  Our  best  wishes  and  prayers  follow  them  as  they 
continue  their  studies.  Circuit  I  of  the  Northern  District  will 
meet  in  the  Sacramento  church  on  Sept.  28  at  3:00  o'clock.  The 
topic  will  be  The  Value  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  to  the  Church  and  to 
the  Community.  There  will  be  a  basket  dinner  at  5:30. — Mabel 
McClung,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  Sept.   15. 

Canada 

Bow  Valley. — On  Sunday  evening,  July  6,  Bro.  Harold  Michael 
of  the  First  Irricana  church  brought  us  the  report  of  his  trip 
to  and  experiences  at  the  North  American  Ecumenical  Congress 
held  in  Toronto  in  June.  Many  from  our  congregation  attended 
the  district  conference  held  in  the  First  Irricana  church  July  8- 
11.  It  was  indeed  a  rare  privilege  and  treat  to  listen  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pacific  Brethren  Mission  team  as  they  brought  us 
greetings,  help  and  inspiration.  All  left  the  conference  know- 
ing it  had  been  good  to  be  there.  On  Sunday  morning,  July  13, 
Bro.  William  Beahm  brought  us  the  morning  message,  and  in 
the  evening  it  was  our  privilege  to  attend  the  vespers  and  camp- 
fire  of  the  young  people  who  were  in  camp  and  to  hear  again 
Bro.  Beahm  and  also  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis.  We  are  indeed  grate- 
ful to  those  who  made  it  possible  for  us  to  have  this  fine  team  of 
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Christian  folks  among  us.  We  held  our  vacation  Bible  school 
July  28 — Aug.  1  with  all-day  sessions.  Sister  Grace  Brubaker 
was  in  charge.  Our  vacation  school  is  growing.  The  enrollment 
was  eighty-one  with  an  average  attendance  of  sixty-seven. 
Their  offering  of  over  $18  was  given  for  European  refugee  chil- 
dren. During  the  week  of  Aug.  11-15  three  young  sisters,  Thelma 
Miller.  Lois  Cawley  and  Edith  Beagle,  conducted  a  vacation 
school  with  all-day  sessions  at  Lathom,  about  forty-five  miles 
from  here,  with  an  enrollment  of  twenty-one  and  an  average  at- 
tendance of  twenty-one.  This  school  was  sponsored  by  our 
church.  On  Aug.  i7  we  were  saddened  by  the  passing  of  our 
elder  and  leader,  Bro.  J.  H.  Brubaker,  a  member  of  this  congre- 
gation for  over  twenty-four  years.  On  Aug.  24  Bro.  Harold 
Michael  preached  for  us  in  the  morning  and  evening.  In  the 
afternoon  we  held  a  special  business  meeting,  arranged  for  by 
Bro.  Brubaker  and  conducted  by  Bro.  Michael,  to  consider  the 
pastoral  problem  and  leadership  of  this  church.  The  church 
unanimously  asked  Sister  Grace  Brubaker  to  continue  with  her 
pastoral  work  for  another  six  months,  and  she  has  consented 
to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  this  year.  We  also  decided  to  ap- 
peal to  the  General  Mission  Board,  asking  them  to  secure  a 
pastor  for  us.  Bro.  I.  M.  McCune  brought  us  messages  on  Sun- 
day, Aug.  31.  We  are  glad  for  the  help  of  these  visiting  breth- 
ren. Sister  Grace  Brubaker  again  took  up  her  duties  on  Sept.  7 
after  a  two  weeks'  rest.  We  will  hold  our  business  meeting  for 
election  of  officers  and  elder  on  Oct.  7.  Our  Sunday-school  at- 
tendance for  the  past  five  Sundays  has  been  very  small  because 
of  the  ban  on  public  gatherings  for  children  on  account  of  an 
epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis.  We  had  only  one  light  case  in 
our  community. — Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger,  Arrowwood,  Alta.,  Canada, 
Sept.   9. 

Colorado 
Denver. — On  the  first  Sunday  in  June  the  Denver  church  in- 
stalled Bro.  H.  D.  Fasnacht  and  wife  into  the  ministry,  and 
;Robert  Mays,  another  young  man  in  the  church,  was  licensed 
to  preach.  Mr.  Fasnacht  taught  school  during  the  summer 
months  in  Oklahoma  and  Don  Swerdfeger  was  our  summer 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  On  June  15  we  took  the  Annual 
Conference  offering  and  chose  delegates  to  the  district  confer- 
ence. Our  former  pastor,  Bro.  John  S.  Whiteneck,  has  accepted 
a  pastorate  in  Omaha,  Nebr.,  and  Brother  and  Sister  O.  H.  Aus- 
tin have  very  kindly  accepted  the  pastorate  here.  They  started 
their  pastoral  duties  on  Sept.  1.  We  feel  very  privileged  to  have 
so  fine  and  talented  a  pastor  and  wife  as  they  are.  Their  broad 
experience  in  the  evangelistic  field  makes  them  invaluable.  We 
have  already  received  much  Christian  inspiration  as  a  result  of 
leaving  them  with  us.  Members  of  the  church  painted,  papered, 
and  generally  repaired  the  parsonage  for  the  Austins.  The  quar- 
terly council  meeting  of  the  church  was  held  on  Sept.  9  and  all 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  Bro.  Fasnacht  was  again 
elected  superintendent.  The  annual  summer  camp  of  the  Eastern 
Colorado  district  was  held  Aug.  4-10  at  Camp  Mesa  on  the  Grand 
Mesa,  some  twenty  miles  from  Grand  Junction.  On  Sept.  7  two 
•of  our  young  men  left  to  attend  McPherson  College.  They  are 
Harry  Reeves,  now  a  sophomore,  and  Robert  Mays,  a  freshman. 
— Agnes  E.  Stinnette,  Denver,  Colo.,  Sept.  14. 

Rocky  Ford. — We  loaned  our  pastor  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  as  director  of  the  Wichita  work  camp  in  Kansas  for 
this  summer.  Special  speakers  and  resident  ministers  filled 
the  pulpit  in  his  absence.  Special  speakers  during  the  summer 
were  Harvey  Hostetler  of  Detroit,  a  former  pastor  here;  Omer 
Maphis  of  Elgin,  111.;  Oliver  Austin  of  Denver  and  pastors  of 
other  churches  of  the  town.  The  district  meeting  was  held  in 
■our  church  in  August.  President  Peters  of  McPherson  College 
was  the  main  speaker  at  the  conference.  The  closing  service, 
a  musical  program  directed  by  Viola  Harris,  was  given  on  Sun- 
day evening  at  the  union  service  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  As 
the  summer  closes  we  are  aware  of  a  shrinkage  in  membership 
as  people  move  into  the  cities.  Our  first  boys  are  going  to  mil- 
itary camp  on  Sept.  22.  We  plan  to  have  a  special  service  for 
them.  We  are  co-operating  with  the  other  churches  in  a  teach- 
ers' training  school  for  the  last  week  of  October,  and  in  placing 
•our  communion  service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  5,  the  date  for  world- 
wide communion.  At  our  fall  election  of  officers  Mrs.  O.  C. 
Frantz  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Plans  are 
made  for  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Friends  and  Mennonites  near 
Rocky  Ford. — Mrs.  Ray  E.  Miller,  Rocky  Ford,  Colo.,  Sept.  16. 

Idaho 

Nezperce. — We  met  on  Sept.  14  in  regular  business  session 
•with  Eld.  Amos  Reed  presiding.  Church  and  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers were  re-elected.  Two  letters  were  granted.  Bro.  Willis 
Neff  was  asked  to  remain  as  our  pastor  for  the  next  six  months, 
granting  him  the  privilege  to  accept  another  pastorate  if  he  so 
desires  at  any  time.  We  had  the  privilege  of  having  Brother  and 
Sister  Frank  Crumpacker  with  us  on  Sunday,  Aug.  26.  Bro. 
Crumpacker  brought  a  wonderful  message  at  the  morning  serv- 
ice and  showed  pictures  of  their  work  in  China  in  the  evening. 
Mrs.  Crumpacker  talked  to  a  group  of  women  and  children  in 
the  afternoon.  Many  expressed  the  wish  that  they  could  stay 
longer.  A  bountiful  basket  dinner  was  served  at  noon.  Our 
communion  service  in  June  was  well  attended,  considering  the 
rainy  weather. — Mattie  E.  Thomas,   Nezperce,   Idaho,   Sept.    15. 

Illinois 
Cerro   Gordo. — Our   daily    vacation   Bible   school,   which   began 


June  9  and  continued  for  two  weeks,  was  well  attended  and 
much  interest  was  shown.  The  closing  feature  of  the  school  was 
a  picnic  in  the  City  Park  for  both  the  parents  and  children.  The 
first  service  held  in  the  church  auditorium  since  its  redecoration 
was  on  July  13.  The  painting  of  the  walls,  refinishing  of  the  pews 
and  floor,  together  with  the  installation  of  new  lighting  fixtures, 
make  a  very  pleasing  and  attractive  room.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held 
a  special  vesper  service  at  the  R.  E.  Jones  home  on  July  27. 
Our  series  of  meetings,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Moyne  Landis  of 
Pierceton,  Ind.,  began  on  July  29.  Bro.  Landis'  sermons  were 
clearly  and  forcefully  given  and  there  was  good  attendance  and 
much'  interest  shown.  On  Aug.  17  Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura 
Cottrell  spoke  at  both  forenoon  and  evening  services.  We  have 
a  special  interest  in  these  peole  since  the  Sunday  school  is  paying 
half  of  their  support  as  medical  missionaries  in  India.  The  dis- 
trict meeting  was  held  at  Astoria  this  year,  and  a  number  from 
this  church  were  in  attendance.  We  sent  delegates  to  represent 
our  church.  We  have  adopted  the  unified  system  of  finance  for 
the  church  and  the  allocation  committee  is  working  on  it  in 
order  to  have  it  ready  and  in  use  by  Oct.  1.  We  met  in  special 
council  on  Sept.  5  for  the  annual  election  of  officers.  Bro.  I.  D. 
Heckman  was  elected  elder  and  Sister  Edith  Eller  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  On  Sept.  14  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  play. 
The  Silver  Trumpets.  There  was  a  good  attendance  present  and 
a  liberal  offering  given.— Edith  Gossett,  Cerro  Gordo,  111., 
Sept.    18. 

Oakley. — On  July  6  our  members  attended  the  annual  July 
missionary  meeting,  held  this  year  in  Decatur.  The  Stamps- 
Baxter  quartet  gave  a  musical  program  in  our  church  on  the 
evening  of  July  6.  The  young  people  of  the  church  have  been 
meeting  every  other  Thursday  night  during  the  summer.  O.  G. 
Davis  of  Chicago  has  contributed  a  great  deal  of  inspiration  to- 
ward these  meetings.  Merlin  Garber  of  Champaign  spoke  at 
one  of  these  meetings.  The  committees  that  were  appointed 
liave  completed  their  canvass  of  the  members  concerning  the 
■Civilian  Public  Service  work.  On  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  3,  we 
-were  privileged  to  have  Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura  Cottrell  as  our 
.speakers.  The  ladies'  aid  prepared  and  sent  three  packets  to 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Lagro,  Ind.  Brethren  W.  T. 
Heckman  and  Homer  Homer  were  our  delegates  to  the  district 
conference  held  at  Astoria.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  4  we  had 
•our  regular  election  of  Sunday-school  officers.  Everett  Snoke 
was  elected  superintendent.  Plans  are  now  being  made  for  our 
home-coming  on  Oct.  5,  and  also  the  beginning  of  our  evangel- 
istic meetings  on  Oct.  6.  Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock  of  Tipp  City,  Ohio, 
will  be  the  evangelist. — Idabelle  Hood,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  Sept.  17. 

Virden. — Our  last  council  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  6.  At  that 
meeting  Everett  Brubaker,  Jr.,  was  re-elected  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  On  Aug.  24  Bro.  Russell  Sherman  brought  us 
the  morning  message.  Mrs.  Ada  Snell  and  Mr.  I.  J.  Brubaker 
were  our  delegates  to  district  conference  at  Astoria,  111.  Some  of 
our  young  people  attended  camp  at  Lewiston,  111.  On  Aug.  31 
Drs.  A.  R.  and  Laura  Cottrell,  missionaries  to  India,  were  with 
tis  for  both  morning  and  evening  services.  Bro.  Caslow's  son 
and  granddaughter  and  Mr.  Clarence  Hinken  from  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Mich.,  were  also  here  on  that  date  and  furnished  special 
music  for  both  services.  Herman  Landis,  returned  missionary  to 
Africa,  brought  us  the  morning  message  on  Sept.  14.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  which  will  start  Sept.  21. 
Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  will  be  the  evan- 
gelist.— Velma  Hamilton,  Virden,  111.,  Sept.   17. 

Indiana 
Center. — Since  the  last  report  we  have  been  having  about  the 
same  attendance  as  usual.  The  interest  is  fine.  We  are  having 
many  Spirit-filled  services.  On  Sept.  7  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of 
North  Manchester  brought  us  two  very  inspiring  sermons  at  our 
harvest  meeting.  A  basket  lunch  was  served  at  noon  and  a  joy- 
ful fellowship  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  on  Sept.  4.  We  are  very  well  pleased  to  retain  for  another 
year  Bro.  Ervin  Weaver  of  North  Liberty  as  elder,  Bro.  Ben 
Cross  as  pastor  and  Bro.  Thomas  Gordon  as  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. The  date  set  for  our  revival  meetings  is  Nov.  10- 
23.  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  the  Buffalo  church  is  to  be  our  evangelist 
and  Sister  Fannie  Loucks  of  Bremen  our  chorister.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Loucks  of  Bremen  is  to  have  charge  of  the  installation  of 
officers  on  the  last  Sunday  of  September.  Our  rally  day  will  be 
Oct.   5. — Dorcas  Ritenour,   Bremen,   Ind.,   Sept.   18. 

New  Paris. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  4. 
The  election  of  church  officers  was  held;  Bro.  William  Brubaker 
was  chosen  elder  and  Bro.  Orville  Sherman  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. Bro.  Eldon  Evans  was  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship. The  ministerial  board  was  present  and  assisted  with  the 
work.  We  expect  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio,  to 
begin  a  two-week  series  of  evangelistic  services  here  on  Nov.  16, 
closing  with  the  love  feast  on  Dec.  1.  On  July  27  the  ministers 
of  this  section  of  Northern  Indiana  exchanged  pulpits,  which 
resulted  in  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  going  to  Cedar  Creek  and  Bro. 
Ira  Long  of  Middlebury  coming  to  this  place  with  a  timely  and 
much-appreciated  message.  On  July  6  Bro.  Evans,  one  of  the 
delegates  to  Annual  Conference,  gave  an  interesting  report  of 
the  trip  and  also  of  the  work  which  was  done  there.  Bro.  John 
Metzler  of  Bourbon,  Ind.,  our  field  secretary,  and  Bro.  H.  A. 
Bosler  of  the  local  church,  entertained  us  on  two  Sunday  eve- 
nings this  summer.  The  former  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
the    work    of    the   different    churches    in    Northern    Indiana    and 
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Southern  Michigan  and  also  of  the  activities  of  the  Publishing 
House  at  Elgin,  111.  The  latter  showed  in  pictures  the  life  story 
of  a  little  leper  boy,  which  was  very  interesting.  On  the  evening 
of  Aug.  17  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  our  neighboring  church,  Union 
Center,  gave  a  peace  play  entitled  The  Unknown  Soldier 
Speaks,  at  this  place.  On  Aug.  14  Bio.  Virgil  Mock,  one  of  our 
delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack,  gave  an  interesting 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting.  Several  of  our  young 
men  have  gone  to  camps.  On  Aug.  3  Bro.  John  Bollinger,  who  is 
at  Camp  Lagro,  together  with  the  camp  leaders,  Bro.  Paul  Bow- 
man, Jr.,  and  four  other  young  men  from  the  camp,  were  at 
this  church.  Bro.  Bowman  gave  the  address  and  the  young  men 
entertained  with  solos  and  quartet  numbers.  Since  our  last  re- 
port one  young  lady  was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
Rev.  Donald  Kiefer,  who  is  a  student  at  Ashland  College, 
preached  at  this  place  on  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  7.  The  Sunday- 
school  attendance  has  kept  up  well  during  the  summer  months. 
The  men's  work  met  in  their  regular  meeting  on  Sept.  8  at  the 
homes  of  Brethren  Francis  and  George  Mishler.  Bro.  H.  A. 
Bosler  was  elected  president.  The  aid  society  met  recently  in 
an  all-day  meeting  at  the  church  to  do  some  canning  for  Camp 
Lagro. — Mary  C.  Kiefer,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Sept.   15. 

Pyrmoni. — We  met  in  council  meeting  on  Sept.  2  and  elected 
our  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  Everett  Barnhart  was  elected 
superintendent.  Our  harvest  home  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Sept.  28  with  a  basket  dinner.  Our  attendance  was  good 
throughout  the  summer  months  with  Bro.  Robert  Sink  as  pas- 
tor. We  will  have  a  revival  meeting  sometime  this  fall.  The 
men's  work  class  farmed  again  this  year  and  report  a  successful 
project.  The  aid  will  work  under  the  name  of  home  builders 
this  year;  we  also  have  an  organized  women's  class  that  does 
much  good.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  busy  fall  and  winter. 
— Stella   Barnhart,   Delphi,   Ind.,   Sept.    15. 

Syracuse. — At  our  council  meeting  in  June  Charlotte  Mc- 
Sweeny  and  Lena  Lantz  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing at  Camp  Mack.  Last  spring  Bro.  Cory  asked  to  be  relieved 
of  his  part-time  pastoral  duties  here  because  of  other  work.  Bro. 
Russell  Sherman,  who  was  our  pastor  last  summer,  has  been 
with  us  again  this  summer  and  will  continue  to  be  with  us  on 
Sunday  mornings  as  long  as  possible.  Other  ministers  who  have 
delivered  messages  here  are  Brethren  William  H.  Loucks,  Man- 
ly Deeter,  J.  S.  Zigler,  Eldon  Evans,  Virgil  Mock,  Bro.  Bitzer  and 
Bro.  Deyo.  Sister  Velma  Ober,  a  missionary  to  China,  brought 
us  an  interesting  and  enlightening  message.  On  Aug.  10  the 
elementary  department  of  the  Sunday  school  presented  a  pro- 
gram. The  young  people's  class  went  to  Auburn  for  Sunday 
school  and  enjoyed  a  picnic  with  the  young  people  there.  Some 
of  our  young  people  attended  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  wiener  roast  and 
meeting  at  New  Paris  on  Aug.  25.  Our  church  met  in  council 
on  Sept.  2  and  elected  church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro. 
Lee  Cory  was  elected  elder  and  Ada  Klink  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. The  elementary  department  enjoyed  a  picnic  on 
Sept.  7  at  Bro.  Sherman's  summer  home  at  Camp  Mack.  The 
young  married  people's  class  went  to  Mishawaka  for  a  picnic. 
The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  canning. — Mrs.  Peter  Plew,  Syra- 
cuse, Ind.,  Sept.  12. 

Wabash  City. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  9  to  elect 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Wilford  Crumrine  was  re-elected 
as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Eld.  Elmer  Gilbert  presided. 
The  improvement  of  the  newly  acquired  parsonage  was  also 
discussed.  The  men  and  women  have  been  working  hard  on 
this  project.  The  aid  society  met  at  Mrs.  Enoch  Lawson's  home 
for  an  all-day  meeting  on  Sept.  11.  Clothes  for  relief  were  col- 
lected and  mended,  and  an  election  was  held  in  the  afternoon. 
Sister  Goldie  Dye  will  continue  as  our  president.  A  group  of 
young  people  from  Bethany  recently  gave  a  musical  program 
under  the  direction  of  David  Young.  Our  home-coming  will  be 
held  Sept.  31.  All  former  members  and  friends  are  invited  to 
come  and  spend  the  day  with  us. — Ruby  Bryant,  Wabash,  Ind., 
Sept.   14. 

Iowa 

Muscatine. — We  are  rejoicing  over  the  arrival  of  our  new 
pastor,  Bro.  Robert  Haney,  and  family,  formerly  of  Larned, 
Kans.  Members  and  friends  are  planning  a  welcoming  recep- 
tion for  next  week  in  their  honor.  We  have  not  had  a  resident 
pastor  since  last  fall,  but  our  mission  board  has  been  very  con- 
siderate of  us.  Since  then  they  have  been  sending  us  different 
messengers  to  fill  the  pulpit  on  many  Sundays.  The  cheerful 
faithfulness  of  the  few  earnest  workers  who  kept  up  the  ac- 
tivity in  each  department,  while  being  so  long  without  a  leader, 
is  to  be  highly  commended.  We  already  have  a  marked  increase 
in  attendance  since  the  coming  of  Bro.  Haney  and  his  family. 
A  fine  group  participated  in  our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic 
on  July  27.  Those  belonging  to  the  men's  work  and  the  women's 
work  groups  have  always  been  active,  and  we  have  every  hope 
for  a  promising  future.  On  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  7,  Sister 
Haney  presented  an  interesting  lecture  with  colored  slides.  Bro. 
Haney  will  present  a  story  for  the  children  on  each  Sunday 
morning  just  before  the  close  of  Sunday  school.  Eld.  Fleishman 
of  Dallas  Center  will  preside  at  our  business  meeting  on  Sept. 
9. — Irene  Bowman,  Muscatine,   Iowa,  Sept.  8. 

Waterloo  City.— Bro.  J.  E.  Miller  of  Elgin,  111.,  was  the  guest 
speaker  at  our  rally  day  service,  Sunday,  Sept.  7.  The  adult 
and  junior  choirs  sang.  Arrangements  for  a  continuing  rally 
day  were  made  by  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Harry 
Burd,  Mrs.  O.  W.  Hamer,  and  Dick  Kough.     The  plans  will  cul- 


minate with  the  harvest  festival  in  November.  A  two-week  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  was  held  in  June  under  the  direction  of 
Miss  Marguerite  Blough.  It  was  well  attended  and  added  im- 
petus to  the  general  program.  Our  pastor  has  been  re- 
elected for  another  three-year  term.  Bro.  A.  P.  Blough 
has  been  serving  our  church  since  his  installation  into 
the  ministry  in  1893,  and  he  has  been  our  pastor  and 
elder  since  1898.  During  these  forty-eight  years  of  service  he 
has  been  ever  ready  to  share  our  joys  and  our  sorrows  and 
has  been  a  never-failing  source  of  encouragement  and  guidance. 
During  the  year  five  babies  have  been  brought  to  the  altar  for 
consecration.  Twelve  have  been  taken  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Rev.  A.  C.  Luce,  retired  Methodist  minister,  and  Dr. 
Berger,  president  of  Coe  College,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  were 
guest  speakers  during  the  summer.  Bro.  O.  W.  Hamer  filled  the 
pulpit  while  our  pastor  was  absent  on  his  vacation.  All  depart- 
ments of  the  Sunday  school,  with  Charles  Q.  Meyers  as  superin- 
tendent, as  well  as  all  the  groups  of  the  women's  work,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  E.  M.  Lichty,  report  a  successful  year's 
work. — Gail    Kough,    Waterloo,    Iowa,    Sept.    10. 

Kansas 

Monitor. — Our  church  held  its  daily  vacation  Bible  school 
early  in  the  summer  with  good  interest  and  a  fair  attendance. 
We  feel  that  we  were  fortunate  in  having  an  efficient  group  of 
teachers;  they  spared  no  effort  in  making  the  work  both  inter- 
esting and  instructive.  On  July  6  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  J.  Yoder, 
gave  a  report  of  the  Annual  Conference  and  his  trip  to  and 
from  it.  We  appreciated  this  report  and  it  was  an  inspiration 
to  us  who  could  not  be  at  the  Conference.  Our  young  people 
have  taken  a  very  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  church  this 
summer.  They  have  contributed  many  special  numbers  at  our 
worship  services  from  time  to  time,  besides  their  regular  respon- 
sibilities. The  young  people  spent  an  enjoyable  Sunday  evening 
with  the  young  people  of  the  Salem  community  church  near 
Nickerson,  and  another  equally  enjoyable  evening  with  the 
young  people  of  the  McPherson  church.  There  were  inspira- 
tional vesper  programs  on  each  evening.  On  Aug.  24  the  young 
people,  with  the  pastor  and  his  wife,  drove  to  the  Old  Folks" 
Home  near  Darlow  and  gave  a  program;  later  in  the  evening 
they  also  gave  a  program  at  the  Pleasant  View  church.  On  Aug. 
22  the  young  people  sponsored  a  lemon  social,  the  proceeds 
to  be  given  to  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  Aug.  27  a 
beautiful  wedding  took  place  at  the  church  when  Miss  Rowena 
Wampler  became  the  bride  of  Bro.  Lyle  Albright.  On  the 
last  Friday  night  in  August  a  church  social  was  held  before  some 
must  leave  for  college  and  others  for  teaching  duties.  The 
program  was  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  Schlehuber  and 
their  helpers.  Our  September  business  meeting  was  held  on. 
Sept.  7  with  Pastor  W.  W.  Gish  in  charge.  Chester  Murrey  was 
re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Brother  and  Sister 
Gish  were  re-elected  as  our  pastors  for  another  year.  Plans 
are  being  made  for  our  harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  21,  which 
will  be  an  all-day  meeting.  Bro.  Ernest  Sherfy  will  begin  an 
evangelistic  meeting  here  on  Nov.  2.  Bro.  Sherfy  is  a  former 
pastor  of  this  church  and  will  be  welcomed  back  for  this  meet- 
ing.— Mrs.   E.   L.    Crumpacker,   McPherson,   Kans.,   Sept.    10. 

Maryland 

Meadow  Branch. — A  very  successful  evangelistic  meeting  of 
two  weeks'  duration,  with  deepest  interest  and  a  large  attend- 
ance, closed  here  on  Aug.  31.  Eleven  have  been  baptized,  mak- 
ing fifteen  new  converts  in  the  church  here,  with  the  four  that 
were  baptized  just  before  the  meetings  started.  A  great  many 
more  have  been  brought  near  the  kingdom  of  God  in  answer  to 
our  unceasing  prayer-meetings  in  the  homes  as  well  as  in  the 
church.  The  elder  in  charge  and  the  evangelist,  Bro.  Ralph 
Schlosser,  covered  in  the  two  weeks  about  800  miles  in  pastoral 
visiting  and  personal  work.  All  of  the  active  auxiliaries  of 
the  church  led  either  in  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  consecration 
meetings  in  the  church.  Others  are  now  applicants  for  member- 
ship in  our  congregation,  two  of  them  having  been  received  on 
former  baptism  into  membership  here  on  Sept.  7  at  the  morning 
church  service.  Bro.  Schlosser  has  held  eight  revivals  in  this 
congregation.  Many  of  the  present  members  came  into  the 
church  as  a  result  of  his  pure  gospel  sermons. — William  E.  Roop, 
Westminster,  Md.,  Sept.  8. 

Piney  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Aug.  9  with  Bro. 
Silas  Utz  as  moderator.  Brethren  Garner  and  E.  C.  Bixler  were 
with  us  to  elect  a  deacon.  Bro.  Harry  Ecker  was  elected  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  We  elected  Charles  Bowers  as  dea- 
con. Bro.  Garber  just  finished  a  two-week  meeting  here.  He 
certainly  gave  us  inspiring  sermons.  One  was  received  into 
the  church.  The  young  people  are  having  Bible  study  every 
Wednesday  night,  which  is  proving  helpful  to  them.  We  are 
sorry  that  one  of  our  oldest  members  was  taken  away  by  death 
recently. — Vergie  A.   Bowers,   Taneytown,   Md.,   Sept.   4. 

Woodberry. — A  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  at 
which  Miss  Flora  Stroup,  who  has  served  in  many  lands  as 
missionary  organizer  for  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  was  the  guest  speak- 
er. A  missionary  rally  was  held  at  which  the  guest  speakers 
were  Mrs.  Robert  Evans  from  Africa;  her  son,  who  is  preparing 
for  missionary  service;  Miss  L.  Amstutz  of  the  Rhamabai  Mukti 
Mission  of  India;  Miss  Ethel  Roop,  who  served  in  India;  Mrs. 
Cedric  Eichenberger,  who  did  home  mission  work  in  New  York 
City;  and  Mrs.  S.  L.  Brumbaugh  of  College  Park,  Md.  This 
was  a  real  spiritual  treat  for  the  many  members  and  friends  of 
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the  church.  It  was  a  great  inspiration  for  the  young  people. 
During  the  summer  season  services  were  continued  with  a 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  program  and  worship  service  each  Sunday  evening. 
These  were  very  much  worth  while  as  many  churches  had 
closed  their  doors  on  Sunday  evenings  and  those  hungry  for 
the  gospel  found  their  way  to  the  doors  that  were  open  to 
welcome  them.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  campfire  service  at  the 
summer  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Worley  at  Pasadena,  Md. 
They  were  also  entertained  at  the  summer  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Hedrick  at  Tolchester,  Md.  They  gave  a  surprise 
birthday  party-  in  honor  of  our  two  young  ministers,  Brethren 
William  Horn  and  Sherman  Ray,  who  were  the  recipients  of 
many  beautiful  and  useful  presents  in  appreciation  for  their 
great  usefulness  in  the  leadership  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the 
church.  Since  our  last  report  eight  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  one  has  been  reinstated  into  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  church.  Our  trustee  board  has  just  awarded 
the  contract  for  the  improvement  of  the  church  on  the  outside. 
Three  times  during  the  summer  our  church  broadcast  The 
Heart  and  Home  Hour  over  WCBM.  A  most  commendable 
response  was  received  from  these  programs. — Mrs.  William  T. 
Horn,   Baltimore,   Md.,   Aug.   5. 

Michigan 

Midland. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  6,  when  Sun- 
day-school officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  The 
men's  work  reported  that  the  work  of  grading  and  seeding  the 
church  yard  had  been  completed  and  plans  were  advanced  to 
install  an  illuminated  bulletin  board  in  front  of  the  church. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Boyd  Dickey,  who  began  work  here  July  13, 
will  conduct  an  evangelistic  meeting  from  Sept.  14-28.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  Sept.  28  at  7:30  P.  M.  In  the  near  future  we 
hope  to  enjoy  a  visit  from  a  group  of  the  boys  of  Camp  Stro- 
nach,  who  will  conduct  a  service  for  us. — Mrs.  Clair  McKimmy, 
Midland,  Mich.,  Sept.  8. 

Muskegon. — We  held  a  father  and  son  banquet  on  June  7 
with  about  fifty  in  attendance.  A  freewill  offering  for  the  build- 
ing fund  was  taken.  Sister  L.  W.  Shafer,  our  pastor's  wife,  had 
the  honor  of  throwing  the  first  shovelful  of  dirt  for  our  church 
basement.  One  June  9  the  laying  of  the  blocks  for  the  wall 
was  started.  On  July  6  we  held  our  first  service  in  the  base- 
ment. We  held  our  dedication  service  on  Aug.  10  with  Bro. 
Ben  R.  Cross  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  bringing  the  message  in  the 
morning.  Other  ministers  present  were  Brethren  G.  A.  Zook 
of  Indiana,  J.  F.  Sherrick  from  the  New  Haven  church.  R.  J. 
McRoberts  from  the  Thornapple  church,  L.  H.  Prowant  from 
Durand,  and  Elmer  Leckrone  and  L.  W.  Shafer  from  the  Muske- 
gon church.  There  also  were  a  number  from  the  Grand  Rapids 
church  present.  We  had  a  potluck  dinner  at  noon  after  which 
we  assembled  again  for  services.  Each  minister  present  was 
asked  to  speak  a  few  words  and  then  Bro.  Zook  brought  us  a 
short  message.  We  were  favored  with  special  musical  numbers 
by  Mrs.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Cross  and  daughter  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G. 
A.  Zook.  Seven  from  our  church  attended  district  meeting  at 
the   Marilla    church.— Mrs.    Ralph   Sells,   Muskegon,    Mich.,   Sept. 

Thornapple. — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  Sept.  5 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  chosen.  Also  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  make  plans  for  some  remodeling  of  the 
church.  The  young  people  sponsored  two  ice-cream  socials  on 
the  church  lawn  during  the  summer.  The  extra  proceeds  will  be 
used  for  improvements  at  the  church.  The  Sunday-school  picnic 
was  held  on  Sept.  14.  Several  of  the  young  folks  attended  Camp 
Mack  one  week  and  ten  of  the  older  group  went  to  Little  Camp 
Eden  for  the  week  end.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  quilting  and 
has  sent  several  bags  of  clothing  for  relief.  We  are  also  doing 
some  canning  for  camps.  Bro.  Stephen  Weaver  preached  for  us 
several  Sundays  this  summer,  which  service  was  much  appre- 
ciated.— Sara  Rowland,  Lake   Odessa,   Mich.,  Sept.   17. 

Missouri 

Broadwater. — In  June  the  men  began  building  a  room  onto 
our  church.  This  is  to  be  used  as  a  Sunday-school  classroom  in 
the  future  and  was  used  as  a  kitchen  during  district  meeting. 
The  room  was  completed  in  August  and  the  main  building 
repaired  and  painted  inside  and  out.  All  labor  was  donated 
and  about  $300  spent  for  material.  The  result  is  a  roomier 
and  cleaner  church  of  which  we  are  proud.  A  kitchen  shower 
and  ice-cream  social  was  held  at  the  church  and  our  kitchen 
was  well  supplied  with  dishes.  District  meeting  was  held  here 
Aug.  18-21.  About  sixty-five  attended  from  other  churches 
in  the  district  and  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  of  Elgin,  with  his 
wife  and  son,  also  attended.  The  last  district  meeting  held  at 
this  church  was  seven  years  ago.  About  twelve  of  our  young 
people  attended  district  camp  in  July.  Six  young  people  were 
baptized,  three  being  from  this  congregation.  A  year  ago  three 
of  our  young  people  also  were  baptized.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
not  held  a  meeting  since  April,  but  has  sent  three  packets  to 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Magnolia,  Ark.,  since  that 
time  and  plans  to  begin  regular  meetings  soon.  Our  average 
Sunday-school  attendance  for  the  past  year  is  forty-five — 
not  what  we  would  like  for  it  to  be  since  there  is  no 
other  Sunday-school  within  a  radius  of  two  miles.  We  hope 
there  will  be  an  increase  in  attendance  and  membership  in  the 
future.  Bro.  Paul  Snider  is  our  pastor.  At  a  council  following 
district  meeting  Bro.   Glen   Swinger  was  called   to   the  ministry 


and  Bro.  Hubert  Swinger  installed  as  a  deacon. — Mildred  Swing- 
er, Essex,  Mo.,  Sept.  6. 

Ohio 

Georgetown. — Aug.  10-24  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville  held 
our  revival  meeting.  He  brought  inspiring  messages;  eight 
were  received  by  baptism.  We  held  our  election  of  officers  for 
the  coming  year,  with  Bro.  Harris  Shanck  chosen  as  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Two  of  our  young  men  have  been 
called  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  one  going  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  one  to  Michigan.  Also,  one  of  our  young  men  has 
been  called  by  death.  We  are  planning  to  hold  our  love  feast 
on  Oct.  4.  We  have  been  having  inspirational  prayer  meetings 
each  week,  always  using  the  Sunday-school  lesson  for  our  dis- 
cussion. The  aid  has  been  busy  quilting. — Naomi  Hutcheson, 
Laura,  Ohio,  Sept.   8. 

Middletown. — There  is  a  renewed  interest  in  church  work  as 
the  fall  activities  begin.  During  the  absence  of  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Warstler,  the  pulpit  was  filled  on  Aug.  10  by  Eld.  Jesse 
Nofsinger  and  on  Aug.  17  by  Supt.  Ray  Lentz.  A  number  of 
our  people  attended  the  great  laymen's  mass  meeting  at  Lud- 
low Falls  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  services  held 
in  Southern  Ohio  for  many  years.  Our  regular  council  was 
held  recently  with  our  new  elder,  Bro.  Ray  Shank,  in  charge. 
Herman  H.  Lawrence  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Plans  are  being  made  to  secure  a  one  hundred  per  cent 
Messenger  club.  Two  have  been  baptized.  The  home-coming 
service  will  be  observed  on  Sept.  28  when  Brother  and  Sister 
Homer  Bright  will  be  with  us  for  both  the  morning  and  evening 
services.  Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  Oct.  26  with  Bro. 
Orion  Erbaugh  in  charge.  Communion  will  be  observed  Nov. 
10  at  7:30  P.  M.  Our  pastor  will  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Sidney 
church,  Ohio,  Oct.  5-19,  and  in  the  Middle  District  church  Nov. 
23 — Dec.  7.  Visiting  ministers  and  local  talent  will  fill  our  pulpit 
during  his  absence. — Margie  B.  Young,  Middletown,  Ohio, 
Sept.   9. 

Pleasant  View. — Our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
Clarence  Bowman,  attended  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne. 
While  on  their  trip  Bro.  Bowman  took  many  interesting  pictures 
in  color.  On  the  evening  of  Aug.  17  our  church  enjoyed  a 
showing  of  these  slides.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held  in  July  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  sixty-two. 
Our  church  was  host  to  the  Northwestern  Ohio  summer  assem- 
bly, Aug.  20,  21.  Dr.  Calvert  Ellis  of  Juniata  College  was  our 
chief  speaker.  This  assembly  was  well  attended  by  the  different 
churches  of  the  district.  Bro.  Walter  Kahle  of  Virginia  will 
be  at  our  church  the  week  starting  Sept.  21  to  give  a  series  of 
addresses  on  stewardship.  Several  other  churches  in  this  part 
of  the  district  will  co-operate  in  these  meetings.  We  are  plan- 
ning to  have  our  annual  home-coming  on  Sunday,  Oct.  19,  and 
will  have  as  our  speaker  President  V.  F.  Schwalm  of  Manchester 
College.  Special  music  for  the  day  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Manchester  male  quartet.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having 
Bro.  Galen  T.  Lehman  of  Springfield,  111.,  as  evangelist  for  a 
series  of  meetings  beginning  on  Monday  evening,  Oct.  20.  A 
candlelighting  service  will  be  held  the  first  evening  of  the 
meeting. — Grace  Byerly,  Lima,  Ohio,   Sept.   6. 

Silver  Creek. — We  met  in  council  at  the  Hickory  Grove  house 
on  Sept.  4.  Church  officials  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  George  Throne  was  re-elected  elder.  Church  letters  have 
been  granted  to  the  members  of  one  of  our  families  that  have 
moved  from  our  midst.  One  has  been  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  since  our  last  report.  Our  aid  society  has  prepared 
three  packets  for  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Lagro. 
Our  harvest  meeting  will  be  held  Sept.  14.  This  will  be  an  all- 
day  service  with  basket  dinner  at  noon.  Sister  Velma  Ober, 
returned  missionary  to  China,  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  5  at  7:30  P.  M.— Mrs.  Ottie  Fisher. 
Pioneer,    Ohio,    Sept.   9. 

Oregon 

Grants  Pass. — Our  ladies'  aid  met  Aug.  14  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Delia  Stutsman  to  tie  two  comforts  for  one  of  our  young 
girls  who  was  married  at  the  church  on  Aug.  16.  On  Aug.  10  a 
consecration  service  was  held  for  two  babies.  We  were  pleased 
to  have  the  male  quartet  of  La  Verne  College  with  us.  A  large 
attendance  assembled  to  enjoy  the  program.  Several  of  our 
young  people  who  have  been  home  during  vacation  will  soon 
return  to  college  and  to  teaching.  Our  morning  service  was 
broadcast  over  KUIN  on  Aug.  31.  Our  regular  church  council 
was  held  on  Aug.  31  for  the  election  of  Sunday-school  officers. 
Bro.  Earl  Harlacher  was  re-elected  superintendent  and  Bro. 
George  Shade  elder.  It  was  decided  to  try  to  arrange  for  a  re- 
vival meeting  sometime  this  fall  or  winter.  Our  joint  church  at 
work  conference  and  our  love  feast  will  be  held  here  sometime 
in  October.  Chalmer  Johnson,  who  spent  the  summer  in  the 
Blough  Work  Camp  at  Blough,  Pa.,  gave  us  an  interesting  report 
of  his  work.  He  was  installed  into  the  ministry  last  winter  and 
is  proving  himself  an  earnest  and  consecrated  worker.  Bro. 
Mose  Drake,  president  of  the  men's  work,  gave  his  conference 
report  to  the  Ashland  group  on  Aug.  10. — Teckla  Olsen,  Grants 
Pass,   Oreg.,    Sept.   2. 

Myrtle  Point. — On  June  1  Bro.  F.  H.  Barr  gave  an  interesting 
talk  on  No  Blackout  of  the  Cross.  An  offering  of  $21.20  was 
taken  for  world-wide  missions  and  $50.11  for  the  home  church. 
A  stereopticon  presentation  of  Pilgrim's  Progress  was  given  by 
our  pastor,  Bro.  Barr,   on  June  1.     On  Sunday,  June  8.   several 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— October  4,  1941 


29 


of  our  people  attended  the  church  at  work  conference  at  Ash- 
land, Oreg.  On  Sunday  evening,  June  29,  we  were  pleased  to 
have  the  Slaybaugh  family  give  us  an  inspiring  service.  The 
Brethren  mission,  consisting  of  Bro.  C.  E.  Davis,  Brother  and 
Sister  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  and  Brother  and  Sister  William 
Beahm,  conducted  a  special  service  on  July  2.  They  spoke 
on  matters  of  vital  importance  concerning  the  life  of  the  church. 
A  splendid  summer  assembly  and  district  meeting  was  held  at 
Camp  Myrtlewood  July  22-27.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Paul  B.  Stude- 
baker*  of  Modesto,  Calif.,  gave  us  a  splendid  gospel  message.  He 
and  his  family  were  here  visiting  at  the  Louis  Root  home.  Our 
hearts  were  made  to  rejoice  when  two  young  mothers  and  a 
young  father  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  on  Aug. 
17.  Mr.  D.  N.  Hicks,  president  of  the  Anti-liquor  League  of 
Oregon,  gave  an  interesting  talk  at  the  church  on  Sunday,  Aug. 
31.  Our  regular  council  was  held  that  evening.  Several  im- 
provement projects  were  discussed  and  officers  for  the  coming 
year  were  elected. — Minnie  M.  Hermann,  Myrtle  Point,  Oreg., 
Sept.  2. 

Pennsylvania 
Carson  Valley.— We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  4  with  the 
meeting  in  charge  of  our  assistant  elder,  Bro.  Jacob  Hoover. 
At  this  meeting  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  elected.  The  superintendent  for  the  adult  department  is 
Chester  Hoover.  At  a  previous  meeting  Brethren  Ernest  Bru- 
baker and  Ord  Brubaker  were  elected  deacons.  Bro.  Staufer 
of  New  Enterprise  spoke  to  our  congregation  about  our  Brethren 
Service  camps.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  two  weeks' 
evangelistic  meeting  which  will  begin  Oct.  5  with  Bro.  Emmert 
Frederick   as   evangelist.     Our   fall  communion   will  be  held   on 


Oct.  19.  We  feel  the  loss  of  our  elder,  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks, 
but  we  know  it  is  heaven's  gain. — Ellen  Brubaker,  Duncansville, 
Pa.,  Sept.   11. 

Clover  Creek. — We  held  our  council  meeting  on  Aug.  28  with 
Eld.  A.  R.  Coffman,  a  member  of  the  district  ministerial  board, 
presiding.  Brethren  H.  H.  Nye  and  Paul  Yoder,  both  members 
of  the  faculty  of  Juniata  College,  were  unanimously  elected  to 
the  pastorate,  to  serve  alternately.  There  will  be  services  at 
Clover  Creek  every  Sunday  and  at  Cross  Roads  every  other 
Sunday.  The  reason  for  electing  two  pastors  was  that  neither 
could  give  full  time  to  the  work,  because  of  their  teaching 
responsibility  at  the  college.  Bro.  Nye  began  his  pastorate  on 
Sept.  7,  taking  for  his  subject,  God  Bless  America.  Bro.  Nye 
was  also  elected  elder  of  our  congregation  to  succeed  Bro.  Isaac 
B.  Kensinger,  who  resigned.  A  revival  meeting  was  conducted 
at  the  Cross  Roads  church  July  6-20  by  Bro.  Nye.  The  attendance 
and  interest  were  good.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  six  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  revival  meeting  at  Clover  Creek  will 
be  Nov.  3-16  with  Bro.  W.  K.  Kulp  of  the  Rummel  church  as 
the  evangelist.  Our  love  feast  will  be  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  26, 
at  7:00  P.  M. — Pearl  Snowberger,  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  8. 

Coventry. — The  vacation  Bible  school'  was  held  in  the  church 
July  14-25  with  an  attendance  of  eighty.  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp 
preached  for  us  when  he  returned  from  Africa  and  again  when 
he  returned  from  the  Annual  Conference,  giving  a  report  of 
the  Conference.  During  Bro.  Dick's  vacation  Mr.  Ash  preached 
on  Aug.  10,  Bro.  Jones  on  Aug.  24,  and  Bro.  Climenhaga  on 
Aug.  17.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  Oct.  5. — Kathryn  Savage, 
St.  Peters,  Pa.,  Sept.  10. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DISTRICT    MEETINGS 

California,     Northern — Empire, 

Oct.   10-13. 
Florida    and    Georgia — Tampa, 

Oct.   10-12. 
Indiana,       Middle — Monticello, 

Oct.    10-12. 
Kansas,    Northeastern — Morrill, 

Oct.  4-6. 
Kansas,    Northwestern — Victor, 

Oct.   17-19. 
Kansas,     Southeastern — Gravel 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 
Kansas,     Southwestern — Salem, 

Oct.   17-20. 
Maryland,        Western  —  Frost- 
burg,   Oct.   11. 
Missouri,  Middle — Osceola,  Oct. 

3-6. 
Missouri,    Northern — Wakenda, 

Oct.   24-26. 
Nebraska— Omaha,    Oct.    10-13. 
Pennsylvania,    Southern — Ship- 

pensburg,   Oct.   28,   29. 
Pennsylvania,  Western — Johns- 
town, Roxbury,   Oct.  22,  23. 
West     Virginia,     First — Beaver 

Run,    Oct.    3-5. 

LOVE  FEASTS 


Oct. 

19 

California 

7  pm,  La  Verne. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 

5, 

Colorado 

Rocky  Ford. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 

4, 

Illinois 
7  pm,  Panther  Creek. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 

Oct. 

5, 

6  pm,   Elgin. 

Nov. 

Oct.  5,  7:30  pm,  Decatur. 
Oct.    5,    7:30    pm,    Lanark. 
Oct.  6,  7:30  pm,  Lena. 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 
Oct.    4,    10    am — 7    pm,    Lower 

Deer    Creek. 
Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Ladoga. 
Oct.  5,   7  pm,  Richmond. 
Oct.    6,    7    pm,   Flora. 
Oct.    11,    10:30   am,    and    7   pm, 

Buck    Creek. 
Oct.   11,  6:30   pm,   Fairview. 
Oct.  11,  7:30  pm.  Beech  Grove. 
Oct.    17,    Union    Grove. 
Oct.    17,    Yellow    Creek. 
Oct.    18,    Bachelor    Run. 


Oct.    18,    Eel    River. 

Oct.  18,  Pine  Creek. 

Oct.  18,  7:30  pm.  North  church 
at  Brick   church. 

Oct.    20,    Walnut. 

Oct.   20,    7   pm,   Mexico. 

Oct.    25,    Bethel. 

Oct.   25,    Santa   Fe. 

Oct.  25,  7  pm,  West  Manches- 
ter. 

Oct.   25,   7:30   pm,  La  Porte. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  West  Eel 
River. 

Nov.    1,    6:30    pm,    Pyrmont. 

Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 

Nov.   3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 

Nov.    6,    Burnettsville. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.  9,  7:30  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

Nov.    13,    7:30    pm.    Nappanee. 

Nov.   17,   7:30  pm,  Plymouth. 

Dec.   1,  New  Paris. 

Iowa 

Oct.    19,    Coon    River. 
Oct.   19,  7  pm,  Prairie  City. 
Oct.    20,    Libertyville. 
Oct.  26,  Dallas  Center. 

Kansas 
Nov.   1,  7:30  pm,  Lone  Star. 

Maryland 

4,  4  pm,  Manor. 

5,  6:30  pm,  Beaver  Dam. 
5,    6:30    pm,    Westernport. 
11,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
11,  4  pm,  Brownsville. 
11,   6:30  pm.   Sams   Creek. 

18,  1:30  pm,  Broadfording. 

19,  6:30   pm,   Pipe   Creek. 
25,  3  pm,   Locust  Grove. 

16,   6  pm,  Sharpsburg. 

Michigan 
Oct.   20,   8   pm,   Florence. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,   Muskegon. 

Minnesota 
Oct.    12,    Worthington. 
Oct.    26,    Lewiston. 

Missouri 
Oct.    25,    Warrensburg. 

Nebraska 
Oct.  5,  Bethel. 

Ohio 
Oct.  4,  7  pm,  Georgetown. 
Oct.   5,   Swan   Creek. 


Oct. 

5, 

Oct. 

5, 

Oct. 

12, 

Oct. 

12, 

Oct. 

18, 

Oct. 

18, 

Oct. 

25, 

Oct. 

26. 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Nov 

8, 

Nov 

10, 

7  pm,   Springfield. 
7:30  pm,   Silver   Creek. 

7  pm,  Castine. 

7  pm,  Painter  Creek. 

7  pm,  Donnels  Creek. 

7:30  pm,  County  Line. 

7   pm,   Pitsburg. 

7  pm,  Lower  Miami. 

7  pm,  New  Carlisle. 

7  pm.   Sidney. 
7:30  pm,  Stonelick. 

7:30  pm,  Middletown. 

Oregon 
Oct.  18,  7:30  pm,  Mabel. 
Oct.  25,  8  pm,  Albany. 

Pennsylvania 

Oct.  4,  2  pm,  and  6  pm,  Cone- 
wago;  Oct.  5,  9  am,  at  the 
Bachmanville  house. 

Oct.  5,  Coventry. 

Oct.  5,  Mohler  house,  Lower 
Cumberland    congregation. 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Manor  congre- 
gation at  the  Purchase  Line 
house. 

Oct.  5,  6:30  pm,  New  Enter- 
prise. 

Oct.  5,  6:30  pm,  Roaring  Spring. 

Oct.  11,  2  pm,  Skippack  house, 
Mingo    congregation. 

Oct.  11,  12,   1:30  pm,  Midway. 

Oct.  11,  12,  7  pm,  Three 
Springs. 

Oct.  12,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 

Oct.    12,   2    pm,    Spring   Grove. 

Oct.   12,   7  pm,   Fairview. 

Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Snake  Spring 
Valley. 

Oct.   12,  7  pm,  Claysburg. 

Oct.   12,   7:30  pm,  Ten  Mile. 

Oct.  18,  2  pm,  Mohler's  church, 
Springville    congregation. 

Oct.  18,  6:30  pm,  Spring  Run 
house. 

Oct.  18,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 

Oct.  18,  19,  Back  Creek  con- 
gregation, Shank  house. 

Oct.  18,  19,  1:30  pm,  Little 
Swatara  congregation,  Zieg- 
ler    house. 

Oct.  19,  Carson  Valley. 

Oct.    19,    Elizabethtown. 

Oct.  19,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm.  Maple  Spring. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,  Ambler. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Beachdale 
house,    Berlin    congregation. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Johnstown. 


Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Westmont  at 
Johnstown. 

Oct.  22,  23,  10  am,  Middle 
Creek  house,  West  Cone- 
stoga  congregation. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Hanover- 
dale  church,  Big  Swatara 
congregation. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Meyer 
house,  Fredericksburg 
church. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Price's 
church. 

Oct.   26,   Marsh   Creek. 

Oct.  26,  5  pm,  Carlisle. 

Oct.   26,   6:30  pm,  Bellwood. 

Oct.   26,   7   pm,   Clover   Creek. 

Oct.  28,  29,  10  am,  Mt.  Hope 
house,  Chiques  congrega- 
tion. 

Nov.   1,   1:30  pm,  Richland. 

Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 

Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  First  church, 
Philadelphia. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Madison  Ave- 
nue, York. 

Nov.  5,  7  pm,  Chambersburg. 

Nov.  8,  9,  10:30  am,  Falling 
Spring  congregation,  Hade 
church. 

Nov.  9,  7  pm,   Salisbury. 

Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 

Nov.   23,   all   day,   Bermudian. 

Tennessee 

Oct.  4,  3  pm,  Mountain  Valley. 

Virginia 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  Oak  Grove. 

Oct.  5,  6  pm,  White  Hill. 

Oct.   5,   6:30  pm,   Summit. 

Oct.    11,   7   pm.   Pleasant  Hill. 

Oct.  11,  12,  Red  Oak  Grove. 

Oct.   12,  5:45  pm,  Rileyville. 

Oct.    12,    7   pm,    Greenmount. 

Oct.   19,   4   pm,   Hollywood. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm,  Branch,  Sang- 
erville  congregation. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Garber's  church, 
Cook's    Creek    congregation. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,   Linville   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6  pm,  Mt.   Zion. 

Oct.    26,    6:30    pm,   Browntown. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.   Olivet. 

Washington 

Nov.    22,    Sunnny    Slope. 
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Ephrala.— On  Aug.  3  we  had  the  privilege  of  welcoming  our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger,  and  family  into  our  midst. 
The  installation  service  was  in  charge  of  our  elder,  Bro.  A.  P. 
Wenger.  and  Eld.  N.  K.  Musser  of  the  district  ministerial  board. 
A  reception  for  the  pastor  and  his  family  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Aug.  8.  Greetings  were  presented  by  representatives  of 
the  ministerial  board;  men  of  the  church:  women's  work;  Sun- 
day school:  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.;  a  neighboring  minister.  Rev.  E.  M. 
Rhoad,  for  the  Ephrata  ministerium;  and  by  Eld.  J.  M.  Moore, 
pastor  of  the  Lititz  church,  for  the  district.  As  Pastor  and  Mrs. 
Sollenberger  were  celebrating  their  twenty-fifth  wedding  anni- 
versary at  this  time,  Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst,  a  member  of  the 
family'  and  pastor  of  the  Elizabethtown  church,  spoke  in  honor 
of  this  event.  Eld.  A.  P.  Wenger  presented,  on  behalf  of  the 
church,  a  silver-colored  box  containing  twenty-five  silver  dol- 
lars, and  a  very  fitting  response  was  given  by  Pastor  Sollen- 
berger. Refreshments  were  served  by  a  group  of  the  women. 
At  our  recent  council  Bro.  A.  P.  Wenger  was  re-elected  elder 
and  Bro.  Elam  Kennel  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. We  expect  to  hold  evangelistic  services  Oct.  26 — Nov.  9. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Nov.  16.  We  have  at  various  times 
had  splendid  messages  from  the  following  missionaries:  Bro.  H. 
Stover  Kulp,  Dr.  D.  M.  Parker  and  Miss  Alice  Landis.  A  mother 
and  daughter  tea  was  held  with  221  present.  A  carnation  was 
presented  to  each  one,  and  gifts  were  given  to  the  oldest  mother, 
the  youngest  mother,  the  youngest  daughter,  and  to  the  mother 
with  the  largest  family.  On  Aug.  24  we  appreciated  a  visit  from 
the  Stinebaugh  quartet  of  North  Manchester,  who  gave  us  beau- 
tiful messages  in  music.  Our  harvest  home  service  will  be  held 
on  Sept.  7. — Mabel  M.  Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Sept.  5. 

Falling  Springs. — On  July  26  we  held  our  harvest  thanksgiving 
service  at  the  Hade  church  with  Bro.  Albert  Niswander  from 
the  Back  Creek  congregation  bringing  the  message.  We  have 
just  completed  remodeling  the  Brown's  Mill  church,  the  work 
consisting  of  plastering  the  ceiling,  installing  new  lighting  fix- 
tures and  painting  the  whole  interior.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  our  revival  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Falling  Spring  church 
beginning  Nov.  30,  by  Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  from  Manheim.  We 
are  also  planning  to  have  one  at  Hade  sometime  in  the  near 
future.  On  Aug.  31  we  held  our  council  meeting,  at  which  time 
Bro.  Welty  Smith  was  elected  presiding  elder  for  the  coming 
year  and  Bro.  Lowell  Gearhart  assistant.  Delegates  to  district 
meeting  are  Brethren  Guy  Starny,  Paul  Wildeson  and  Jacob 
Statler. — S.   Omar  Nicarry,   Chambersburg,  Pa.,   Sept.  4. 

Maple  Spring. — Among  the  activities  of  our  church  since  the 
last  report  was  a  week  of  pre-communion  services  conducted 
by  Pastor  J.  M.  Geary.  Three  were  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism  at  this  time.  The  young  people  have  enjoyed  a 
busy  summer.  They  secured  the  services  of  Paul  Voronaeff, 
nationally  known  young  Russian  evangelist,  for  two  appearances. 
The  ladies'  aid  society  is  making  clothing  for  relief  at  the 
present.  We  were  favored  recently  with  a  visit  from  Sister  Ida 
Shumaker,  which  was  appreciated  very  much.  In  July  our 
church  met  in  council  with  Eld.  W.  K.  Kulp  presiding.  At  this 
meeting  the  church  officers  for  the  new  church  year  were  elect- 
ed. Bro.  Kulp  was  re-elected  elder.  Sisters  Doris  Blough  and 
Dorcas  Baer  represented  our  Sunday  school  at  the  convention 
held  recently  in  Uniontown.  Sisters  D.  J.  Lape  and  C.  G.  Keim 
will  represent  our  church  at  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  in 
Johnstown  in  October.  Our  fall  revival  meeting  will  be  held 
Oct.  5-19.  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va„  will  be  the 
evangelist. — Mrs.    J.    M.    Geary,    Hollsopple,    Pa.,    Sept.    6. 

Meyersdale. — At  the  morning  worship  period  on  Sept.  7 
Brother  and  Sister  Homer  Saylor,  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  D. 
Koontz  and  Bro.  Ernest  Miller,  in  an  impressive  ceremony,  were 
installed  into  the  deacon's  office.  The  dramatic  cantata,  Saul, 
King  of  Israel,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  choirs  of  the 
church,  was  given  three  times  to  large  audiences  and  proved 
to  be  the  climax  of  all  presentations  in  the  history  of  the  local 
congregation.  The  fine  cast  was  admirably  directed  by  Mrs. 
Miller,  wife  of  the  pastor,  ably  assisted  by  Miss  Marie  Clapper, 
who  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  large  audiences  on  each 
occasion  were  thrilled  by  the  presentation  of  one  of  the  great 
stories  of  the  Bible.  Dr.  Garry  C.  Myers,  noted  lecturer  and 
columnist,  and  Mrs.  Myers,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  will  pay  another 
visit  to  Meyersdale  Sept.  18-21.  Besides  speaking  before  the 
high  school,  the  parent-teacher  body  of  the  schools  and  the 
local  Rotary  Club,  they  have  several  appointments  listed  for 
our  church.  On  Friday  evening,  Sept.  19,  they  will  speak  to 
the  young  people  of  the  community,  upon  which  occasion  no 
married  persons  will  be  admitted.  On  Saturday,  their  rest  day, 
they  will  receive  at  tlie  parsonage,  by  appointment  with  the 
pastor,  persons  who  may  have  problems.  On  Sunday  morning, 
Sept.  21,  Mrs.  Myers  will  address  the  congregation,  and  in  the 
afternoon  at  2:30  Dr.  Myers  and  Mrs.  Myers  will  speak  to  mar- 
ried people,  when  no  unmarried  persons  will  be  admitted.  On 
Sunday  evening  at  7:30  Dr.  Myers  will  occupy  the  pulpit.  All 
are  eagerly  awaiting  these  treats  that  are  in  store,  especially 
since  the  members  of  the  local  church  have  so  greatly  enjoyed 
the  lectures  of  Dr.  Myers  on  past  occasions. — W.  A.  Shoemaker, 
Meyersdale,   Pa.,   Sept.   8. 

Midway. — On  June  29  the  Schuylkill  chorus  rendered  a  pro- 
gram on  the  theme,  The  Prodigal  Son.  Brother  and  Sister 
Cyrus  Krall  presented  interesting  reports  on  the  Annual  Con- 
ference. Bro.  Krall  used  as  his  subject  Thou,  God,  Seest  Me. 
Bro.    Samuel    Longenecker    gave    an    impressive    address    at    our 


children's  day  program.  The  average  attendance  at  our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  was  160.  The  offering  of  $37.18  was  con- 
tributed to  missions.  On  July  20  the  Negro  male  quartet  from 
the  Spurlock  School  ot  Music  in  Philadelphia  rendered  a  splen- 
did musical  program  sponsored  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Several  of 
our  intermediate  girls  attended  Camp  Conewago  at  Elizabeth- 
town.  Brethren  Nathan  Martin  and  Ira  Gibbel  brought  us 
challenging  messages  at  our  home-coming  service.  On  Aug.  3 
Bro.  John  C.  Zug  preached  the  morning  sermon.  Our  harvest 
home  service  was  held  at  the  Cornwall  church.  The  offering  for 
the  Neffsville  Orphanage  amounted  to  $67.66.  Mrs.  A.  C.  Baugh- 
er  was  our  guest  speaker  at  a  women's  work  meeting  held 
Aug.  12.  At  the  annual  B.  Y.  P.  D.  campfire  service  on  Aug. 
31  Bro.  Lester  Royer  of  Lebanon  gave  us  an  excellent  talk  on 
the  subject.  Bond  or  Free.  Our  quota  for  the  support  of  our 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps  is  being  contributed  in  quarterly 
offerings.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  11,  12  beginning  at 
1:30  P.  M.— Nora  L.  Zug,   Lebanon,  Pa.,   Sept.   8. 

Spring  Creek. — On  July  6  our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Herbert  Miller, 
redelivered  two  Conference  sermons  to  bring  the  atmosphere 
of  Conference  closer.  On  July  8  there  was  an  all-day  house 
cleaning  of  the  church.  Members  of  all  classes  came  to  help 
with  the  cleaning.  On  July  15  a  joint  class  meeting  of  two 
classes  invited  the  entire  church,  at  which  time  Brother  and 
Sister  Miller  reported  on  the  Conference  trip  and  showed  colored 
moving  pictures  of  their  trip.  During  the  month  of  August  we 
welcomed  into  our  church  fellowship  by  baptism  three  folks. 
Our  elder,  Bro.  John  A.  Landis,  passed  away  during  the  last 
month.  He  was  a  retired  minister  for  some  time.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  closed  on  Aug.  2  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  169.  The  offering  was  $46.38,  which  shall  be  used  mainly  for 
missions.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  evangelistic  meetings 
under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  Ray  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio, 
from  Oct.  13-26.  Our  Sunday  school  has  been  closed  for 
the  past  two  weeks  because  of  the  paralysis  epidemic  which  has 
stricken  Eastern  Pennsylvania. — Mary  E.  Kauffman,  Hummels- 
town,  Pa.,  Sept.  8. 

Uniontown. — On  July  27  Bro.  Sollenberger  closed  his  work  as 
pastor  of  the  Uniontown  church.  The  growth  of  his  pastoral 
work  here  has  been  steadily  maintained  even  in  difficult  times. 
During  these  years  the  church  has  been  greatly  strengthened 
by  increased  membership  and  more  efficient  organization.  The 
financial  status  has  been  greatly  strengthened.  We  decided  to 
combine  our  Sunday-school  picnic  and  farewell  service.  Bro. 
Sollenberger  gave  an  impressive  message  at  the  vesper  services 
held  at  the  close  of  the  picnic,  after  which  he  was  presented 
with  a  very  substantial  purse.  Mrs.  Sollenberger  was  presented 
with  a  satin  comforter  from  her  Sunday-school  class  and  lovely 
table  linen  from  the  choir.  They  will  be  greatly  missed,  but 
we  wish  them  much  success  in  their  new  field  of  labor.  Brethren 
Edgar  Debolt,  H.  H.  Glover,  Paul  Voronaeff  and  G.  W.  Wright 
have  brought  us  challenging  messages  during  the  past  month. 
On  Sept.  5  more  than  100  relatives  and  friends  joined  in  the 
celebration  of  Brother  and  Sister  H.  H.  Glover's  fifty-eighth 
wedding  anniversary.  They  were  presented  with  a  floor  lamp 
and  hassock.  We  were  glad  to  have  the  pleasure  of  entertaining 
the  district  Sunday-school  convention  at  our  church  Aug.  27, 
28.  A  successful  two-week  Bible  school  was  held  this  summer 
under  the  supervision  of  Sister  Eva  Wright  and  other  home 
talent.  At  the  close  of  the  school  a  combined  Bible-school  and 
children's  day  program  was  given.  Five  of  our  people  attended 
the  regional  conference  at  Palmyra.  About  twenty  of  our 
young  people  attended  Camp  Harmony  this  summer. — Alta 
Lowdermilk,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Sept.  10. 

Westmont. — Our  pastor's  wife.  Sister  C.  W.  Blough,  represent- 
ed our  church  at  the  Annual  Conference  in  La  Verne,  and 
brought  a  splendid  report  to  us.  Bro.  Blough  served  on  the 
Standing  Committee.  The  district  Sunday-school  convention 
was  held  at  Uniontown  and  our  church  was  represented  by  del- 
egates. The  women's  work  group  of  our  church  is  doing  relief 
work  by  making  bed  covers,  clothing  and  many  useful  articles. 
We  have  a  special  offering  semiannually  for  the  parsonage  fund. 
We  have  enjoyed  union  services  for  the  past  two  months  with 
the  United  Brethren  church.  This  has  been  a  regular  practice 
of  ours  and  we  find  that  it  is  very  inspirational.  Because  of  in- 
fantile paralysis  our  children  are  barred  from  public  gatherings, 
and  we  miss  them  in  our  Sunday-school  and  church  services. 
We  are  hoping  the  ban  will  soon  be  lifted..  Because  of  this 
quarantine  we  will  not  have  our  regular  rally  day  services, 
but  will  rally  toward  a  great  revival.  Our  fall  revival  meetings 
will  be  held  Sept.  29— Oct.  13  with  Bro.  Galen  Blough,  pastor  of 
the  Somerset  church,  as  evangelist.  We  are  praying  for  a 
great  spiritual  blessing.  Our  pastor  is  giving  us  doctrinal  mes- 
sages each  Sunday  morning  which  have  proved  to  be  very 
helpful.  Our  young  people  rendered  a  fine  program  at  the 
Old  Folks'  Home  in  Scalp  Level.  They  are  doing  work  under  the 
supervision  of  Anna  Blough.  We  have  erected  our  own  cabin 
at  Camp  Harmony  this  year.  A  number  of  our  young  people 
attended  the  camp. — Elizabeth   Head,  Johnstown,   Pa.,  Sept.   10. 

Tennessee 
Pleasant  Hill. — On  Aug.  17  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins 
of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  came  to  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  and  began 
a  series  of  evangelistic  meetings.  Their  messages  in  song, 
stories  to  the  children,  and  sermons  were  very  inspiring  and 
greatly   appreciated   by   this   church,   as  was   attested   to  by  the 
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large  gathering  of  folks  from  all  over  the  county,  as  well  as 
from  several  adjoining  counties.  The  ministerial  representa- 
tives from  many  of  the  local  congregations  were  an  inspiration 
which  we  had  not  heretofore  witnessed;  on  some  occasions  as 
many  as  eight  ministers  were  present.  This  church  has  been 
greatly  strengthened,  and  as  the  services  came  to  a  close  on 
Aug.  31,  eighteen  persons  had  confessed  Christ,  fifteen  of  whom 
were  received  into  church  membership  on  Monday  evening, 
Sept.  1.  Two  others  await  the  rite,  and  another  one  of  those 
who  made  a  confession  will  unite  with  a  church  of  another 
denomination.  Four  are  to  be  received  by  letter,  which  will 
make  a  total  of  nineteen  additions  to  this  church  during  these 
evangelistic  services.  Previous  to  the  beginning  of  these  ser- 
vices our  church  debt  was  paid  in  full,  the  church  building 
was  repainted  outside  and  redecorated  inside,  and  fifty  new 
Hymnals  were  purchased  and  paid  for.  In  addition  to  this 
the  church  grounds  were  beautified,  and  the  members  were  in 
a  position  spiritually  to  look  up  and  to  realize  that  they  were 
attune  to  the  guidance  of  the  Master.  Early  next  summer  we  will 
have  our  hundredth  anniversary  of  this  church. — S.  H.  Garst, 
Blountville,  Tenn.,  Sept.  9. 

Liberty. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  23  and  elected  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  S.  M.  Douglas  was  re-elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  Bro.  S.  H.  Garst  elder  and  pastor. 
The  church  has  a  program  each  Sunday  night,  and  an  offering 
is  taken  for  the  Brethren  Civilian  camps.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  on  Sept.  27  at  7:00  o'clock.  Everyone  is  cordially  invited 
to  attend  this  and  all  other  services. — Mrs.  Paul  Howell,  Kings- 
port,   Tenn.,  Sept.  6. 

Limestone. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  23.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  Sept.  27  at  7  P.  M.  Bro.  J.  K.  Jackson  will  preach 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  19  and  services  by  our  home  ministers 
will  continue  each  night  until  Sept.  28.  Bro.  Jackson  preached 
on  Sept.  7  to  a  good  audience. — Honoria  Pence,  Limestone, 
Tenn.,   Sept.   8. 

Virginia 

Antioch. — The  task  of  excavating  under  our  church  building, 
installing  a  new  furnace,  a  baptistry,  complete  water  system 
and  new  classrooms,  and  grading  the  lawn  is  now  about  com- 
plete and  we  expect  to  hold  the  dedicatory  service  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  November.  Bro.  F.  B.  Layman  held  a  revival  at  the 
Mountain  View  church  with  two  converts.  He  is  now  conduct- 
ing a  revival  at  Jones  Chapel.  A  revival  was  held  at  the  Henry 
Fork  church  by  Bro.  I.  D.  Hoy  of  the  Boone  Mill  congregation. 
Three  new  members  were  taken  into  the  church  and  one  was 
received  by  letter.     Bro.  H.  B.  Layman  of  Florida  held  a  revival 


at  the  Fairview  church  and  was  blessed  with  six  additions  to 
the  church.  We  had  a  very  successful  vacation  Bible  school 
under  the  direction  of  Miss  Vera  Mitchell.  There  were  five 
classes  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  sixty.  During  the 
second  week  of  the  Bible  school  the  juniors  spent  part  of  their 
time  under  the  musical  direction  of  Perry  Huffaker.  Bro. 
Huffaker  was  here  at  the  time  conducting  a  musical  institute 
for  all  the  Brethren  churches  in  the  county.  The  institute  proved 
to  be  educational  and  inspirational  for  all  who  took  part.  Our 
church  was  represented  at  Annual  Conference  by  Brethren  C.  J. 
Clingenpeel  and  Sam  Hoy.  We  are  all  looking  forward  to  our 
communion  on  Nov.  1. — Eunice  Naff  Myers,  Boone  Mill,  Va., 
Sept.  5. 

Cedar  Grove. — In  June  a  very  successful  vacation  church 
school  was  conducted  by  local  volunteer  teachers  assisted  by 
Sister  Eva  Hoffman.  July  20  was  home-coming  day  with  a  large 
crowd  present.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Eld.  J.  Carson 
Miller  of  the  local  congregation.  On  Aug.  3  Bro.  J.  F.  Driver  of 
Sangerville  delivered  a  very  spiritual  message.  The  Flat  Rock 
congregation  met  in  council  at  Cedar  Grove  on  Aug.  8.  The 
visiting  brethren  gave  a  favorable  report.  Plans  for  improving 
the  parking  space  in  front  of  the  church  were  discussed.  Bro. 
Homer  J.  Miller  of  the  Mill  Creek  congregation  conducted  a 
successful  revival  here  Aug.  10-24.  As  a  result  eleven  young 
people  were  baptized.  The  young  people  have  enjoyed  several 
socials  this  summer.  A  men's  work  group  has  just  been  or- 
ganized in  this  congregation.  Plans  are  being  made  to  reorganize 
the  women's  work  in  the  near  future. — Refa  Wampler,  New 
Market,  Va.,  Sept.  8. 

Flat  Rock. — Bro.  Olin  Lantz  began  a  revival  at  the  Stony 
Creek  house  on  Aug.  20,  closing  on  Aug.  29.  We  had  a  good  at- 
tendance throughout  the  meeting.  We  held  our  love  feast  there 
on  the  evening  of  Aug.  30.  Thirty-nine  members  communed. 
Bro.  Galen  Wine  officiated.  The  church  house  has  been  given 
two  coats  of  paint  recently.  The  annual  Sunday-school  con- 
vention was  held  Aug.  24. — Mrs.  J.  D.  Wine,  Forestville,  Va., 
Sept.   1. 

Salem. — On  Aug.  16  we  met  in  council  with  Eld.  L.  R.  Dettra 
presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
approved.  The  visiting  brethren  gave  us  a  splendid  and  fa- 
vorable report.  Bro.  Dettra  was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro. 
Robert  Lynn  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  near  future. 
We  have  preaching  services  three  Sundays  a  month  at  our 
Salem  church  and  also  at  the  Jubilee  church  in  the  Salem 
congregation.  Our  annual  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sept.  20, 
beginning  at  3:00  P.  M. — Ollie  Cline,  Stephens  City,  Va.,  Aug.  27. 


PREPARE 

for  the  long  winter  evenings  by  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  renew  your  sub- 
scription to  the  GOSPEL  MESSEN- 
GER. The  earlier  your  renewal  or- 
der gets  to  us  the  better  service  we 
can  give. 

If  your  church  has  a  club  plan  see 
that  the  subscription  campaign  gets 
off  to  an  early  start. 

If  you  did  not  have  the  benefits  of 
a  club  plan  prepare  now  to  get  one 
started.     For  further  details  write — 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
Elgin,  Illinois 


Memories  of  Manchester 

By  OTHO  WINGER 

President  1911-1941 

The  second  edition  and  printing  of  this 
book  is  now  going  rapidly.  No  more  will 
be  printed.  Every  former  student  and 
graduate  should  have  a  copy.  During 
these  thirty  years,  President  Winger  was 
not  only  the  most  dynamic  personality  in 
the  development  of  Manchester  College, 
but  he  also  touched  and  influenced  all  the 
work  of  the  church.  Many  inside  glimpses 
are  given  of  our  general  church  history 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  every  member  of 
the  church.  Some  of  President  Winger's 
best  chapel  talks  are  included.  You  will 
be  interested.     Order  your  copy  at  once. 

Price  $2.00,  postpaid.     Address 

J.   O.   WINGER 
North  Manchester.  Indiana 
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Devotional  Books 


FOR  PERSONAL  AND  FAMILY  WORSHIP 


BOOK   OF   PRAYER   FOR   EVERYBODY  AND 
ALL   OCCASIONS Cloth,  25c 

George  W.  Noble 

Many  people  are  looking  for  a  book  that  will  help  them 
formulate  prayers  for  various  occasions.  This  little  pocket 
manual  gives  a  wide  selection  of  prayers  which  have 
been  carefully  selected  from  many  sources.  Here  you  will 
find  prayers  for  church  services,  Sunday  school,  prayer 
meeting,  family  worship,  meals,  etc. 

DAILY    TEXT    BOOKS 

Vellum  Cloth.    Each,  25c 

Size  2%  x  3Ve  inches.  A  Bible  text  for  each  day  in  the 
year.  With  each  selection  there  is  a  short  verse,  in  keep- 
ing with  the  spirit  of  the  Scriptural  message.  These  useful 
and  attractive  little  books  are  printed  in  two  colors — blue 
ink  for  the  text  and  red  ink  for  the  verse. 

OUR   DAILY   BREAD 

OUR  DAILY  LIGHT 

OUR  DAILY  DUTY 

OUR  DAILY  PORTION 

GOD'S  MESSAGE   Cloth,  60c 

A  companion  volume  to  God's  Minute  in  which  365  min- 
isters each  give  a  favorite  Bible  verse  and  helpful  com- 
ments. One  page  for  each  day  of  the  year.  Limp  fabri- 
koid,  $1.00;   art  leather,  $1.50. 

GOD'S   MINUTE Cloth,  60c 

A  book  of  365  daily  prayers,  60  seconds  long:  arranged 
from  January  1  to  December  31;  a  prayer  to  each  page; 
written  expressly  for  this  book  by  the  most  eminent  preach- 
ers and  laymen  in  the  English-speaking  world.  At  the  top 
of  each  page  is  a  selection  of  Scripture  on  encouragement 
in  prayer. 

GOD'S    PURPOSE   Cloth,  60c 

A  companion  volume  to  God's  Minute  and  God's  Mes- 
sage. A  handy  little  volume  of  inspirational  sermonettes 
written  by  the  most  eminent  clergymen  of  the  English- 
speaking  world.  Arranged  in  calendar  form,  one  for  each 
day  in  the  year,  and  one  to  each  page.  These  little  ser- 
monettes help  to  quicken  faith,  bring  comfort  to  those  be- 
reft of  a  loved  one,  or  explain  the  working  of  God's  plan. 


Blue  Cloth,  50c 


GRACE    BEFORE    MEALS 

William  Nyce  and  Herbert  Bunyea 

Brief  prayers  for  every  day  in  the  year,  collected  from 
many  sources.  Provides  a  pleasing  variety  of  forms,  and 
avoids  the  monotony  of  repetition  of  the  same  grace  each 
day.  Special  prayers  for  national  feast  days.  Size, 
3%   x  4Vz   inches.      170  pages. 

CONSOLATION $1.50 

Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Cowman 

Messages  of  comfort  for  lone  pilgrims.  Rich  in  God's 
promises  of  eternal  life.  Binds  up  broken  hearts.  Stands 
like  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land  of  oppres- 
sive sorrow,. 

SPRINGS  IN  THE  VALLEY $1.50 

Compiled  by  Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Cowman 

Another  fine  daily  devotional  volume  along  the  line  of 
Streams  in  the  Desert  but  composed  of  entirely  different 
quotations.  The  depth  and  richness  of  the  subject  matter 
■with  all  its  simplicity  will  prove  a  constant  source  of  in- 
spiration to  the  mature  mind.  The  outstanding  spiritual 
tone  will  be  helpful,  also,  to  younger  Christians  who  have 
felt  the  need  of  deep  spiritual  counsel  in  their  warfare  with 
the  tempter.     371   pages. 

POEMS  WITH  POWER  TO  STRENGTH- 
EN   THE    SOUL  $1.39 

Compiled  by  James  Mudge 

Poems  classified  under  such  heads  as  heroism,  courage, 
greatness,  duty,  service,  brotherhood,  consecration,  etc. 

A  collection  that  will  impress  every  reader  with  the  ex- 
ceeding richness  of  the  inner  life  of  man. 

LIVING    PRAYERFULLY    $2.00 

Kirby  Page 

523  pages  of  interpretative  chapters  and  an  anthology 
of  daily  readings  covering  the  spiritual  stimuli  which  pro- 
duce: awe  and  adoration,  praise  and  thanksgiving,  con- 
trition and  confession,  aspiration  and  commitment,  petition 
and  intercession,  communion  and  fellowship  and  social  ac- 
tion. To  be  used  for  individual  daily  devotions,  family  wor- 
ship, Y.  P.  D.  study  classes  or  as  sermon  illustrations. 


For  additional  suggestions  refer  to  page  101  to  103  of  our  general  catalog — or  -write  and  or- 
der today. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around  the  World . . . 


One  out  of  every  nine  of  China's 
population  is  a  refugee  today. 

Fifty  members  of  the  Universalist 
church,  most  of  them  ministers,  are 
conscientious  objectors. 

Cotton  prices  have  risen  from  nine 
cents  a  pound  on  Aug.  1,  1939,  to 
over  seventeen  cents  a  pound  at  the 
present  time. 

A  standard  six-room  frame  house 

that  could  have  been  built  a  year 
ago  in  one  of  our  typical  cities  for 
S6.000  now  costs  $7,140  to  build. 

The  first  Yiddish  New  Testament 

ever  printed  in  America  recently 
came  from  the  press  in  Baltimore, 
Md.  Both  Hebrew  and  Yiddish  New 
Testaments  have  been  published  for 
years  in  London  and  Germany,  but 
both  these  sources  are  now  closed. 

Two     Roman     Catholic     churches 

have  been  opened  in  the  greatest 
single  area  where  no  Catholic 
church  had  ever  before  been  erected. 
One  is  at  Bryson  City,  N.  C,  and  the 
other  at  Gatlinburg.  The  area  is 
served  by  more  than  3,000  Protes- 
tant churches. 

A  new  radio  program,  designed  to 
improve  the  status  of  the  Negro  by 
dwelling  on  his  contribution  to  cul- 
ture in  the  United  States,  has  been 
arranged  by  the  Office  of  Education. 
It  is  financed  by  grants  from  the 
Rosenwald  Fund  and  the  Southern 
Education  Foundation.  Scheduled  to 
go  on  the  air  about  once  a  month  for 
the  next  half  year,  the  program, 
Freedom's  People,  plans  to  feature 
eminent  Negroes  in  the  fields  of  mu- 
sic, science,  literature,  religion  and 
sport. 

Amusement  spending  is  soaring. 
Since  July  4  business  is  on  the  in- 
crease in  sports,  movies,  theaters, 
travel,  books  and  liquor  stores.  Bus 
line  travel  for  July  and  August  was 
up  30  per  cent,  and  passenger  busi- 
ness on  the  railroads  was  on  the  in- 
crease. Attendance  and  cash  take 
at  the  movies  have  been  running 
from  10  to  18  per  cent  above  last 
year.  The  legitimate  theater  seems 
headed  for  the  best  winter  season  it 
has  had  in  years.  Book  sale  increas- 
es are  up  from  20  to  30  per  cent. 
Distillers  say  their  sales  are  up  25 
per  cent. 


The  amount  of  steel  required  for 
the  construction  of  a  battleship  is 
equal  to  that  used  in  24,000  auto- 
mobiles. 

Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  has  given  up 
all  plans  to  return  to  India  for  the 
present.  On  account  of  the  contin- 
uing crisis,  he  will  remain  in  the 
United  States. 

The  first  of  50,000  Junior  Red 
Cross  Christmas  gift  boxes  for  Eng- 
land's bombed  area  children  will 
soon  be  on  their  way  from  the 
school  children  of  America.  An- 
other shipment  of  50,000  boxes  will 
go  to  children  of  other  lands. 

Hope  for  success  in  the  search  for 
effective  substitutes  for  quinine  and 
atabrine  in  the  treatment  of  ma- 
laria, a  quest  which  has  been 
spurred  by  the  possibility  that  the 
present  war  may  shut  off  supplies  of 
quinine  to  this  country,  is  further 
brightened  by  recent  investigations 
with  derivatives  of  sulfanilamide. 
Promin  and  sulfadiazine  possess 
considerable  activity  against  experi- 
mental and  human  malaria. 


More  than  150  newspapers  in  ev- 
ery state  in  the  union  are  now  pub- 
lishing the  weekly  column,  News  in 
the  World  of  Religion. 

The  Nebraska  Liquor  Commission 
reports  that  the  consumption  of  beer 
in  that  state  has  fallen  off,  during 
the  last  twelve  months,  by  nearly  a 
million  gallons  and  that  the  con- 
sumption of  hard  liquor  has  in- 
creased by  120,667  gallons. 

Beginning  this  fall  the  public 
schools  of  Virginia  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  obtain  sound  and  silent 
films  at  no  cost  other  than  transpor- 
tation from  the  film  distributing 
center.  Courses  in  audio-visual  edu- 
cation were  given  at  six  Virginia  in- 
stitutions during  the  past  summer. 

In  regard  to  the  teacher  shortage. 

Dr.  Francis  J.  Brown  has  taken  the 
following  steps:  (1)  request  the  Se- 
lective Service  Board  to  grant  mili- 
tary deferment  to  schoolteachers  of 
vocational,  physical  and  health  edu- 
cation; (2)  propose  that  school 
boards  increase  salaries  to  make  the 
profession  more  attractive;  (3)  re- 
move restrictions  against  married 
women  teaching;  (4)  advise  those 
taking  teacher  training  courses  to 
transfer  their  studies  to  fields  where 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  teachers. 


MORE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS  NEEDED 


Announcing  re-election  of  J.  L.  Kraft  of  Chicago  (left),  nationally- 
known  manufacturer,  for  the  fourteenth  time  as  president  of  the  Inter- 
national Training  School  for  Sunday  School  Leaders,  Dr.  Roy  G.  Ross 
stressed  the  need  for  more  teachers  if  Christianity  is  to  be  taught  to  15 
million  youth  now  unreached  by  such  teaching.  Dr.  Ross  is  general 
secretary  of  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Education, 
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oditckial 


To  Keep  the  Record  Clear 

It  is  the  firm  conviction  of  this  paper  that  God 
sincerely  desires  that  all  men  should  accept  his 
offer  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ;  that  he 
never  wants  anybody  to  do  anything  that  would 
keep  him  from  being  a  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ; 
and  therefore  that  it  is  never  right  for  anyone  to 
do  what  is  wrong  for  a  Christian,  since  it  is  every- 
one's first  duty  to  be  a  Christian. 

What  makes  sin  to  be  sin  is  the  nature  of  the 
act,  not  the  status  of  the  person  who  commits  it. 

This  paper  also  holds  that  a  worthy  objective 
cannot  sanctify  the  use  of  evil  means  in  attaining 
it.  The  primary  factor  in  determining  the  ethical 
quality  of  a  deed  is  the  purpose  of  the  doer,  but 
this  is  not  the  only  factor.  The  methods  em- 
ployed are  also  significant. 

It  seems  desirable  occasionally  to  remind  our 
readers  that  the  editorial  management  of  this 
paper  accepts  responsibility  for  its  general  tone, 
but  that  this  does  not  imply  endorsement  of  all 
the  opinions  expressed  in  it.  On  the  points  noted 
above  we  are  quite  sensitive  and  especially  eager 
to  keep  the  record  clear.  e.  f. 

The  Game  Is  the  Thing 

The  interest  of  this  writer  in  athletics  is  not 
strong,  hardly  enough  to  make  him  listen  in  to  the 
world  series.  So  it  was  that  when  he  came  to  the 
article  entitled  Pitchers  and  Catchers  in  a  cur- 
rent magazine  he  passed  it  up.  But  in  leafing 
through  to  the  next  one,  a  certain  sentence  caught 
his  eye.    It  held  him.    It  gripped  him. 

He  had  to  read  enough  more  to  get  the  idea.  It 
was  a  great  idea.  It  always  will  be  a  great  idea 
and  it  holds  good  for  many  more  things  than  base- 
ball. The  pitcher  and  catcher  work  together  for 
an  end  which  is  much  greater  than  either  of  them 
or  what  happens  to  either  of  them.  They  must 
understand  each  other's  motions  and  signals.  They 


play  to  win  the  game,  not  to  get  glory  for  them- 
selves. 

In  the  great  game  of  life,  as  occasionally  in  ath- 
letics, a  player  sometimes  gets  the  foolish  notion 
that  his  personal  prestige  is  more  important  than 
the  success  of  the  team.  He  makes  two  serious 
mistakes.  He  gets  values  reversed  by  placing  the 
first  named  above  the  second  and  then  fails  to  see 
how  much  the  first  depends  on  the  second. 

The  church  has  its  full  share  of  these  blunder- 
ers and  it  is  too  bad  for  the  cause  we  all  profess 
to  love.  The  game  is  the  thing  and  the  game  in 
this  case  is  the  saving  of  a  lost  world,  how  terribly 
lost  this  generation  is  seeing  afresh.  Whether 
pitcher  or  catcher,  third  baseman  or  outfielder,  let 
every  player  remember  that  the  game  is  the  thing. 
He  matters  only  as  he  helps  to  win  that.        e.  f. 

A  Boy  and  His  Testament 

My  story  goes  back  to  1876  when  James  Taylor 
(popularly  known  as  Jim)  left  his  native  South 
Carolina  and  made  his  way  into  Tennessee.  Now 
Jim  was  a  teacher  and  specialized  in  writing.  In 
Washington  County,  Tenn.,  he  had  an  unusual  pu- 
pil twenty-one  years  of  age.  This  pupil  was  in- 
dustrious, ambitious  and  abounded  in  energy.  His 
close  application  and  rapid  progress  so  won  the 
favor  of  his  teacher  that  he  became  his  assistant, 
going  ahead  and  organizing  new  schools.  Thus  the 
two  worked  their  way  to  Polk  County,  N.  C, 
where  the  teacher  left  his  helper  while  he  himself 
went  on  to  friends  in  an  adjoining  county. 

But  first  let  us  fix  this  young  man  more  definite- 
ly in  our  minds.  His  name  was  George.  He  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Tenn.,  on  April  9, 
1855.  He  had  never  had  many  school  privileges 
but  that  did  not  hinder  him  from  training  himself 
to  things  good  and  useful.  George  was  seldom 
idle.  He  found  a  job  or  made  one.  In  Polk  Coun- 
ty he  stopped  at  the  home  of  a  Mr.  Sanders.  Be- 
ing a  ready  talker  he  signed  the  four  children  of 
the  Sanders  home  as  the  nucleus  of  a  school  for 
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Jim.  He  soon  had  a  large  school  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

George  was  a  Christian,  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  not  ashamed  of 
his  church  or  his  Lord.  He  ever  carried  with  him 
a  New  Testament,  and  as  opportunity  afforded  he 
read  his  New  Testament  to  others  and  explained 
its  meaning.  He  was  well  versed  in  the  teachings 
and  practices  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Now 
it  happened  that  there  were  no  Brethren  people 
in  that  community  nor  had  the  folks  ever  heard  of 
that  church  and  its  faith.  George  had  a  way  of 
telling  his  story  so  that  folks  listened  and  before 
they  knew  it  they  were  interested  in  what  he  had 
to  say.  After  the  day's  work  in  the  field,  in  the 
mine  or  in  the  woods  was  done,  George  would  get 
out  his  little  Testament  and  explain  the  practices 
of  his  church,  always  reading  from  the  Book  the 
passages  on  which  the  practice  was  based.  Nat- 
urally things  began  to  take  definite  shape. 

"Write  for  some  of  your  preachers  to  come  into 
this  country.  We  want  to  hear  more  of  this  new 
gospel  which  you  bring."  That  was  just  what 
George  was  waiting  for.  He  began  to  write  back 
to  Tennessee  and  begged  for  some  preachers  to 
come  and  tell  the  people  more  than  he  was  able  to 
give  them.  But  to  no  avail.  The  answer  came 
that  the  distance  was  great  (130  miles) ,  the  moun- 
tains were  rugged  and  the  moonshiners  of  Polk 
County  were  numerous  and  hostile.  But  George 
persisted;  he  had  that  stick-to-itiveness  that  never 
lets  up  until  its  ends  are  achieved.  As  constant 
dripping  wears  away  the  stone  so  his  repeated  ap- 
peals brought  the  preachers. 

When  George  wrote  that  already  seven  heads  of 
families  were  ready  for  baptism  the  matter  was 
settled.  Neither  distance,  mountains  nor  moon- 
shiners longer  stood  in  the  way.  Frederick  Wash- 
ington Dove,  a  man  whom  all  loved,  the  father  of 
the  late  J.  A.  Dove,  and  Andy  Vines  saddled  their 
horses  and  set  out  for  Polk  County,  found  George 
on  April  20,  1878,  preached  thirteen  stirring  ser- 
mons and  remained  until  April  29.  During  that 
time  they  baptized  the  seven  applicants,  one  of 
whom  was  Betty,  the  wife  of  George,  while  others 
were  almost  persuaded.  They  organized  a  church, 
named  Mill  Creek  at  the  suggestion  of  George;  the 
eight  members  cast  their  votes  for  officers,  choos- 
ing George  as  their  minister  and  Henry  Cantrell 
as  their  deacon.  The  elders  about  to  leave  for 
home  instructed  George  to  minister  to  the  spir- 
itual needs  of  the  group. 

George  did  not  prove  unfaithful  to  the  trust  im- 
posed upon  him.  Many  years  later  his  third  wife 
wrote  these  words:  "The  writer  heard  the  young 
man  preach  his  first  sermon,  which  she  thought 


very  good  for  a  man  only  twenty-two  years  old." 
George  taught  school  for  many  years,  farmed  and 
preached;  he  will  always  be  best  known  because 
of  his  preaching.  Today  there  are  five  congrega- 
tions, each  going  back  to  that  first  work  of  the 
young  man  who  carried,  read  and  explained  the 
teachings  of  his  New  Testament.  I  have  often  met 
him  at  Annual  Conference,  have  seen  him  in  ac- 
tion as  he  deliberated,  member  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee. Though  he  may  not  always  have  agreed 
with  others  in  all  particulars  he  never  failed  to  co- 
operate in  a  truly  Christian  spirit.  He  is  now  in 
his  eighty-seventh  year. 

His  name?  George  A.  Branscom,  Campobello, 
S.  C.  J.  E.  M. 

The  Appeal  to  Conscience 

Now  we  do  not  pretend  to  know  all  about  con- 
science, but  we  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  that 
it  does  make  a  difference  whether  men  have  a 
sense  of  obligation  to  do  the  best  they  know,  or 
whether  they  live  as  without  compunctions  re- 
garding conduct. 

It  is  admitted  that  many  strange  things  are 
defended  as  done  for  conscience'  sake.  At  least 
that  is  the  explanation  given.  Hence  we  are  not 
insisting  on  the  infallibility  of  just  any  conscience, 
but  upon  its  significance  as  an  attitude  in  life. 
When  it  represents  one's  better  judgment,  en- 
lightened intuition,  the  will  to  do  what  is  fair  and 
right,  it  is  plainly  a  light  to  be  tended  rather  than 
snuffed  out. 

However,  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  appeal 
to  conscience  will  not  bring  everyone  to  the  same 
conclusions  in  a  given  situation.  For  men  differ 
in  training,  temperament  and  condition  of  life. 
These  factors  shade  the  individual  conscience. 
Even  where  men  know  enough  to  arrive  at  the 
truth  they  may  differ  widely  as  to  the  proper 
course  of  action. 

It  has  disturbed  some  that  even  Brethren  do  not 
see  eye  to  eye  on  every  matter.  There  are  current 
problems  on  which  men  of  good  conscience  differ. 
Then  what  shall  be  said  of  conscience  as  a  guide? 
Much  in  every  way  if  it  represents  one's  better 
judgment,  the  higher  intuitions,  one's  determina- 
tion to  do  what  is  fair  and  right. 

Then  let  conscience  be  your  guide,  but  be  sure 
you  are  not  nursing  prejudice,  or  ignorance,  or 
mere  resistance  to  chance.  For  conscience  is  that 
burning  in  the  bones  which  gives  the  prophet  no 
rest  until  he  shares  the  new  and  living  truth 
which  he  is  convinced  has  come  to  him.  It  is  the 
appeal  to  such  light  that  purifies  the  individual 
heart  and  redeems  the  group.  H.  A.  B. 


THE   GENERAL   FORUM 


The  Face  Toward  Us 

BY  LUCILE   LONG 

"And  Jacob  beheld  the  countenance  of  Laban, 
and/  behold,  it  was  not  toward  him  as  before"  (Gen. 
31:2). 

I  confess  frankly  that  part  of  my  love  for  the 
King  James  Bible  is  an  English  teacher's  love;  it 
is  an  admiration  for  the  instinctive  and  unerring 
choice  of  the  right  word  that  any  lover  of  Shake- 
speare must  feel  when  he  reads  the  translation 
which  dates  from  the  days  of  the  late  comedies  of 
our  greatest  poet.  The  language  is  not  quite  ours. 
We  understand  it  without  difficulty,  yet  are  cap- 
tivated by  the  element  of  slight  strangeness  and 
downright  genius  in  it. 

The  sentence  above  illustrates  what  I  am  talk- 
ing about.  It  is  not  modern  English  idiom,  but 
who  would  dare  to  improve  it?  Jacob  decides  to 
change  completely  his  place  and  manner  of  living, 
and  a  reason  for  doing  so  is  that  he  beheld  the 
countenance  of  Laban,  and  behold,  it  was  not  to- 
ward him. 

All  of  us  know  what  it  means  to  have  a  face 
toward  us.  It  means  that  another  person  with 
whom  we  have  everyday  intercourse  is  sensitive 
to  our  presence,  aware  of  our  entrance  into  a  room 
or  our  leaving  it,  prompt  with  a  smile,  or  at  least 
an  understanding  glance,  to  acknowledge  our  ev- 
ery idea  or  suggestion.  When  people  are  genuine- 
ly friends,  it  is  surprising  how  silent  and  unob- 
trusive, yet  how  real  can  be  this  interchange  of 
sympathy. 

We  know,  too,  how  important  it  is.  The  minis- 
ter preaches  to  the  faces  that  are  toward  him,  and 
is  inspired  by  them.  The  teacher  finds  the  right 
word  to  explain  the  difficult  passage  of  poetry  be- 
cause in  her  class  are  eyes  confident  through  a 
temporary  bewilderment,  eager  and  questioning 
at  the  same  time.  A  friend  whom  we  love  says, 
"You  can  do  this,"  and  we  do  it.  The  absence  of 
such  sympathy  is  just  as  unmistakable  and  sig- 
nificant. Children  read  with  uncanny  instinct  a 
disagreement  between  parents  before  that  dis- 
agreement becomes  vocal,  and  no  words  can  give 
to  such  children  the  assurance  which  makes  nor- 
mal, happy  growth  possible.  Two  people  may 
meet,  and  be  scrupulously  polite,  and  yet  the  one 
may  create  an  impassible  barrier  by  this  subtle 
withdrawing  of  his  inner  self.  The  most  fatal 
blow  to  friendship  is  not  an  open  quarrel — that 
can  be  "made  up."  It  is  rather  simply  the  face 
withdrawn. 

But  is  friendship  no  more  than  a  sympathetic 
countenance?     Yes,  often.     But  the  countenance 


that  is  unfailingly  and  helpfully  toward  us  comes 
nearer  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  than  we  may  at 
first  be  tempted  to  think.  Our  friends  are  not 
people  who  do  things  for  us;  they  are  rather  those 
who  discover  in  us  our  own  possibilities  to  do  and 
to  endure  and  who  reveal  these  to  us.  Teachers 
do  not  write  term  papers  or  perform  experiments 
for  their  best  students  or  for  those  in  whom  they 
are  most  interested.  The  contrary  rather  is  true. 
Parents  do  not  make  a  living  for  their  children,  or 
choose  their  friends,  or  make  their  decisions.  In 
many  a  crisis  parents  and  teachers  alike  want  des- 
perately to  do  these  things,  but  they  do  not.  Often 
they  cannot.  Always  they  know  they  dare  not. 
They  simply  turn  a  sympathetic  face  toward  the 
floundering  younger  person  and  wait  and  hope. 

And  when  one  understands  this,  then  he  be- 
gins to  understand  a  truth  of  our  religion  that  is 
often  missed.  The  Christ  has  one  final  word  for 
his  most  intimate  friends,  "Lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
way."  Could  not  Jesus  have  promised  more  than 
that?  Could  he  not  have  offered  gifts,  guaranteed 
protection  from  calamities,  handed  over  ready- 
made  an  understanding  of  the  heart  of  God  and 
the  secrets  of  the  kingdom?  But  he  promised  on- 
ly "I  am  with  you"  and  went  away,  saying,  "I 
have  yet  many  things  to  say  unto  you,  but  ye 
cannot  bear  them  now."  What  is  the  use  of  a 
Presence  in  the  fiery  furnace  when  that  Presence 
does  not  save  us  the  ordeal?  Why  have  a  table 
spread  in  the  presence  of  our  enemies  when  the 
enemies  are  not  destroyed,  as  they  should  be? 

Well,  we  work  out  our  own  salvation,  because 
that  is  the  only  kind  of  salvation  possible,  but  we 
do  it  always  with  the  one  Supreme  Face,  wherein 
is  revealed  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodily, 
looking  at  us  in  love.  We  meet  the  misfortunes 
and  perplexities  of  life,  but  we  are  not  alone.  The 
one  perfect  Friend  of  all  mankind  is  with  us.  We 
work,  but  the  power  that  worketh  in  us  is  at  once 
our  inspiration  and  our  reward.  This  after  all  is 
our  victory  and  our  faith,  that  we  see  the  Word 
made  flesh  and  we  behold  his  glory,  glory  as  of 
the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  and  behold,  that 
countenance  is  toward  us. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Guidance  for  Youth 

BY  H.   A.  HUMPHREYS 
V.  Available  Means  for  Guidance 

'Wisdom  is  before  the  face  of  him  that  hath  un- 
derstanding" (Prov.  17:24). 

The  church  and  its  school  organization  should 
be  flexible  enough  to  allow  for  exploration  by  the 
individual.     Some  portion  of  its  offerings  should 
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be  concerned  with  the  earthly  needs  of  its  popula- 
tion— with  living. 

The  classroom  presents  many  means  of  guid- 
ance through  the  methods  and  materials  of  in- 
struction. Especially  is  this  true  when  weekday 
classes  are  made  possible.  The  following  list  of 
means  is  not  exhaustive  but  serves  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  multiplicity  of  available  means  through 
this  channel:  treating  general  features  of  guid- 
ance through  the  pulpit;  emphasizing  vocational 
content  in  the  classroom;  regarding  every  class  as 
having  exploratory  value;  try-out  courses — broad- 
ening and  finding  courses — exploratory  and  re- 
vealing courses;  follow-up  service;  tests  of  all 
kinds — guidance  through  the  discovery  of  indi- 
vidual differences;  co-operation  with  outside  agen- 
cies— industries,  institutions;  individualization  of 
instruction  by  means  of  some  definite  plan — such 
as  the  unit  method  with  directive  study;  articula- 
tion with  institutions  of  higher  learning  and  with 
industries;  bulletin  boards,  posters,  church  paper 
or  page;  adequate  classroom  records;  adequate  li- 
brary facilities. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  teacher  is 
to  learn  to  know  his  pupils — to  discover  their  in- 
dividual differences.  Definite  records  of  special 
abilities,  disabilities,  aptitudes,  activities,  and  in- 
terests will  need  to  be  kept  up  to  date  and  follow 
the  individual  as  he  progresses.  The  teacher,  with 
the  aid  of  the  superintendent  and  pastor,  should 
anticipate  the  needs  of  those  in  his  charge  and 
make  the  proper  arrangements  with  industries  for 
visitation,  try-out  work,  etc.  He  should  be  in- 
formed concerning  the  various  types  of  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  and  either  provide  the  in- 
formation needed  or  advise  the  individual  where 
and  how  he  may  obtain  it.  That  person  who  is  go- 
ing into  higher  education  should  be  encouraged 
to  select  his  school  and  arrange  for  his  work  there. 

A  few  of  the  available  means  for  guidance 
through  the  organization  of  extra-curricular  ac- 
tivities are:  (1)  assemblies — motion  pictures,  lec- 
tures (teachers,  officials,  visitors) ;  (2)  clubs — 
health  (including  athletics) ,  forensic  and  literary, 
vocational;  (3)  participation  in  government — or- 
ganized classes,  etc.;  (4)  wholesome  outside  agen- 
cies— Scouts,  Y's;  and  (5)  auxiliary  agencies — wel- 
fare organizations,  aid  societies,  etc. 

The  available  means  for  guidance  through  the 
medium  of  the  church  libraries  may  be  listed  un- 
der three  main  divisions;  (1)  trained  librarian  to 
guide  in  the  selection  of  books,  magazines,  and 
other  periodicals,  furnish  additional  reference  ma- 
terial on  subjects  of  special  interest,  display  books 
to  stimulate  an  interest  in  reading,  assemble  voca- 


tional and  educational  literature  as  needed  by  in- 
dividuals, courses  in  use  of  the  library;  (2)  special 
shelf  for  guidance  material,  university  and  col- 
lege catalogues  and  bulletins,  well  selected  books 
on  vocations,  both  general  and  specific,  and  stimu- 
lating biographies;  and  (3)  bulletin  board  display- 
ing posters,  clippings,  notices,  etc. 

The  church  paper  (whether  the  product  of  the 
individual  church  or  denomination;  or  whether  an 
interdenominational  paper  or  a  page  in  the  county 
or  city  newspaper)  publishing  items  concerning 
the  church  and  items  of  interest  to  the  individuals 
of  the  church,  has  its  effect  in  influencing  the  in- 
terests and  lives  of  its  readers. 

A  minimum  system  of  records  which  may  be 
considered  adequate  may  be  divided  into  two  parts 
— cumulative  scholarship  records  and  cumulative 


Carnal  War 

BY  I.  N.  H.  BEAHM 

All  war  is  right  if  waged  against  sin.  The 
faculty  of  combativeness  needs  to  act  as  all  other 
faculties  act  in  their  respective  activities.  Every 
faculty  of  the  human  mind  may  act  wisely  or  un- 
wisely. All  faculties  should  be  directed  in  accord 
with  Romans  12: 1,  2,  3,  and  other  Bible  teachings. 

"Resist  the  devil  and  he  will  flee  from  you"  is- 
a  command.  When  one  fights  sin  and  Satan  he  is 
doing  righteously.  Fighting  in  harmony  with 
Ephesians  6:10-18  is  good.  Then  in  2  Timothy 
4:7,  8,  fighting  is  fine.  Keep  it  up.  Again,  in 
2  Corinthians  10:  4,  war  is  good  and  great. 

All  war  in  carnal  spirit  and  with  carnal  weapons 
is  contrary  to  the  way  of  Christ  and  his  disciples. 
Hence,  whenever  a  disciple  of  Jesus  or  even  a 
professed  disciple  stoops  to  use  material  weapons 
on  a  human  body,  he  steps  out  from  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  on  earth  and  thus  declares  that  matter 
is  greater  than  mind.  Therefore  all  carnal  war- 
fare is  sin  to  the  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  who 
stands  for  the  superiority  of  mind  over  matter. 

It  is  far  wiser  to  say  "all  war  is  sin"  to  the  real 
or  professed  follower  of  Jesus,  than  to  make  the 
blanket  statement  that  "all  war  is  sin."  We  are 
learning  on  this  line.  The  Christian  preacher 
should  remain  within  the  gospel  sphere.  When 
one  proclaims  broadly  "all  war  is  sin,"  he  errs 
doubly.  When  he  thus  states,  he  says  what  is  not 
wholly  true.  Then  again  when  he  thus  puts  it,  he 
puts  himself  up  as  a  judge  and  not  as  a  teacher. 

Let  us  "be  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as. 
doves"  (Matt.  10:16). 

Nokesville,  Va. 
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personal  records.  The  following  list  gives  the 
minimum  details  of  such  a  system  of  records:  (1) 
cumulative  scholarship  records  should  include 
scholarship,  attendance,  personal  history,  family 
histpry,  placement  data,  interest,  character  ap- 
praisal, data  from  schools  attended;  and  (2) 
cumulative  personal  records  of  intelligence, 
achievement,  other  test  scores,  and  ratings  of  char- 
acter traits,  habits,  and  participation  in  school  ac- 
tivities. 

The  church  should  provide  for  its  people  an  ef- 
fective guidance  through  systematic  counseling. 
To  this  end  a  well-rounded  humanitarian  diag- 
nostician possessing  an  influential  personality 
should  function  at  the  head  of  the  counseling  sys- 
tem. There  should  be  provided  means  for  place- 
ment, employment,  and  follow-up  service;  sym- 
pathetic appreciation  of,  recognition  of,  and  as- 
sistance in  individual  difficulties;  provision  for 
needed  information;  articulation  with  institutions 
of  higher  learning  and  with  industries;  and  ade- 
quate records. 

We  see,  therefore,  that  among  the  available 
means  for  guidance  in  the  church  are:  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  to  that  end;  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  flexible  program  within  the  church;  ef- 
fective methods  and  materials  of  instruction; 
carefully  organized  classes;  utilization  of  extra- 
curricular activities;  adequate  libraries  and  facili- 
ties under  the  direction  of  a  trained  librarian;  ade- 
quate system  of  records;  and,  possibly  of  greatest 
importance,  the  systematic  counseling  under  the 
inspiring  guidance  of  an  especially  well-qualified 
individual. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


H.  C.  Early  As  I  Knew  Him 

BY  OTHO  WINGER 

I  first  saw  and  heard  Henry  C.  Early  at  the  Annual 
Conference  at  Naperville  in  the  spring  of  1898.  He 
preached  the  Sunday  morning  sermon  on  this  subject: 
The  Church,  the  Ground  and  Pillar  of  the  Truth.  I 
thought  it  was  the  greatest  sermon  I  had  ever  heard. 
Others  were  much  impressed  for  you  could  hear  many 
talking  about  it.  In  later  years,  Brother  Early  often 
told  me  that  he  went  to  that  service  with  fear  and 
trembling,  knowing  that  the  leaders  of  the  church 
would  be  there  to  hear  him.  While  many  members  in 
the  East  and  in  Virginia  knew  him  well,  he  was  not  so 
well  known  in  the  West.  But  all  who  heard  him  on  that 
occasion  realized  that  a  strong  man  had  come  to  the 
front  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  If  any  of  the  older 
brethren  had  any  question  about  the  soundness  of  his 
doctrinal  views  and  teaching,  this  sermon  must  have 
been  convincing.  He  was  then  forty-three.  In  August 
of  that  year  he  was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 

In  1899  he  represented  his  district  on  the  Standing 
Committee.     Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  on  the 


General  Mission  Board.  In  1904  he  was  moderator  of 
the  Conference.  For  the  next  twenty  years  he  was  eas- 
ily the  leading  man  of  the  church.  For  seven  times  he 
was  moderator  of  the  Conference.  He  succeeded  Elder 
D.  L.  Miller  as  chairman  of  the  General  Mission  Board 
in  1913.  For  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  General 
Education  Board,  and  the  chairman  of  many  important 
committees. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  work  with  Brother  Early  on 
various  boards  and  committees.  Three  times  I  was 
reading  clerk  when  he  was  moderator.  He  was  one  of 
the  clearest  thinkers  I  have  ever  known.  In  difficult 
situations  he  seemed  to  know  just  what  to  do.  He  was 
a  leader  under  whom  men  could  feel  safe.  He  was  al- 
ways calm  and  deliberate.  I  have  seen  him  under  the 
fire  of  criticism  from  those  who  did  not  understand  him 
or  who  opposed  his  views.  He  would  be  as  calm  and 
fearless  as  a  great  general  under  fire.  Had  he  chosen  to 
enter  the  military  field,  he  would  have  become  as  great 
a  general  as  some  others  whom  his  native  state  has  pro- 
duced. While  having  deep  convictions  and  the  ability 
and  courage  to  state  them,  he  was  always  considerate 
of  the  views  of  others.  He  was  very  gracious  to  younger 
men  who  worked  with  him.  He  was  as  a  father  to  me. 
He  never  asked  that  his  older  years  and  larger  experi- 
ence should  be  a  substitute  for  reason  and  the  sane 
views  of  others. 

Brother  Early  was  a  great  preacher.  He  was  also  a 
good  hearer.  More  than  twenty  years  ago  I  accepted 
his  urgent  invitation  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  at  his 
home  congregation,  Mill  Creek.  It  was  with  fear  and 
trembling  that  I  thought  of  preaching  to  H.  C.  Early  ev- 
ery night  for  two  weeks.  But  he  made  it  easy.  While 
no  one  could  have  been  more  conscious  of  defects  in  the 
sermons  than  he,  his  attention  made  it  easy.  There  were 
no  emotional  expressions,  but  his  eye  was  always  on  the 
speaker.  He  usually  pointed  out  something  about  the 
sermon  that  he  thought  worthy  of  mention. 

It  was  one  of  the  great  experiences  of  my  life  and  will 
be  a  lasting  memory  to  have  spent  several  hours  in  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Early  on  Aug.  22  and  23, 
last.  We  had  many  conversations.  He  told  me  that  he 
was  breaking  physically,  but  he  seemed  as  keen  men- 
tally as  ever.  He  wanted  to  know  about  the  work  of 
the  church  and  her  workers.  He  was  especially  con- 
cerned about  the  younger  workers.  He  was  concerned 
about  the  future  church.  He  asked  about  many  of  his 
old  friends.  Brother  Early  had  a  deep  appreciation  of 
his  friends.  He  spoke  frequently  and  feelingly  about 
the  devoted  and  efficient  care  his  good  wife  was  giving 
him.  He  said  he  had  not  been  able  to  attend  church 
much  for  some  weeks,  but  that  he  wanted  to  go  to  Mill 
Creek  once  more  and  insisted  that  I  go  and  preach  there 
again  on  Sunday,  Aug.  24.  He  and  Sister  Early  were 
there.  He  was  as  attentive  and  as  appreciative  as  ever. 
Had  I  known  that  was  to  be  his  last  church  service,  I 
should  have  felt  all  the  more  responsibility.  Within  one 
week  he  was  in  the  hospital.  In  a  few  more  days  he 
had  gone  home. 

Elder  H.  C.  Early  has  gone  from  the  church  here  be- 
low to  join  the  church  of  the  first-born  above.  His 
friends  and  family  feel  keenly  their  loss,  but  the  entire 
church  is  richer  in  spiritual  blessings  because  he  dedi- 
cated his  splendid  ability  and  untiring  energy  to  her 
interests. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 
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Washing  One  s  Hands 

BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 

"I  think  I'll  send  little  Jo  a  birthday  cake  and 
then  wash  my  hands  of  the  whole  family,"  I  an- 
nounced, I  realize  now,  rather  abruptly  at  break- 
fast the  third  morning  of  Margaret  Ann's  visit. 

"Little  Jo?  And  who  is  he?"  Margaret  Ann 
wanted  to  know.  Now  Margaret  Ann  is  a  cousin 
of  mine  and  about  ten  years  older.  I  consider  her 
opinion  worth  listening  to — her  judgment  is  so 
sound,  her  foresight  so  keen,  her  sizing  up  of  a 
situation  so  to-the-point. 

"You  remember  I  wrote  to  you  about  the  family 
that  moved  in  next  door.  She  has  six  children 
and  her  husband's  business  hasn't  been  very  good. 
Of  course  she's  had  plenty  of  grief.  She  talked  to 
me  a  lot  and  the  children  just  about  lived  over 
here  with  me  when  they  weren't  in  school." 

"And  Jo  is  one  of  the  children?" 

"Yes,  the  only  boy  among  them — three  girls 
older  and  two  younger.  But  they're  different 
about  him  from  most  families.  Usually  the  son 
is  the  family's  pride  and  joy,  but  Jo  isn't;  he's  the 
family's  hide-away.  A  little  blonde  curly-headed 
fellow,  and  just  precious,  but  he  always  seems  to 
be  at  the  short  end.  We  had  a  lot  of  good  times 
together  and  we  discovered  that  our  birthdays 
were  close  together.  His  is  the  fourteenth  of  this 
month  and  mine,  you  know,  is  the  twenty-fourth. 
Well,  I  told  him  we'd  have  to  have  a  party,  and 
laughingly  asked  him  if  his  mother  would  make 
us  a  cake.  He  thought  she  would,  but  he  pinned 
me  down  to  a  promise  to  supply  it  if  his  mother 
couldn't.  Guess  she's  promised  them  a  great  many 
things  that  she  couldn't  fulfill  and  he  was  making 
sure  he  wouldn't  be  disappointed  again." 

"And  you  promised,  of  course?" 

"Sure,  I  promised;  I  expected  to  do  it  all  the 
time.  I've  never  yet  invited  myself  to  someone 
else's  party." 

"I  haven't  seen  anything  of  them.  Where  are 
they?  I've  been  here  two  days  now  and  they 
haven't  been  over  once,"  Margaret  Ann  wanted  to 
know  about  it. 

"Their  mother  got  hurt  over  an  imaginary  thing, 
too  unimportant  I  thought  to  talk  about  and  when 
she  came  to  demand  an  explanation  and  an  apol- 
ogy I  turned  it  off  with  a  laugh  because  I  thought 
a  thing  without  a  foundation  couldn't  stand  alone. 
Then  of  course  I  don't  like  to  be  told  to  do  things 
such  as  saying  I'm  sorry.  Who  does?  I  try  to  be 
polite  and  courteous  without  being  reminded.  I 
talked   of  other   things   and   supposed   she   went 


home  in  good  humor.  I  kept  on  going  over  there 
afterwards,  and  the  children  came  over  here  a  few 
times  that  I  think  now  she  couldn't  have  known 
about,  because  she  called  them  home  one  day  and 
scolded  them  and  told  them  she  never  wanted 
them  to  come  over  here  again.  You  see  neither 
the  children  nor  I  knew  how  important  it  really 
seemed  to  her. 

"I  miss  them,  but  of  course  they  are  her  chil- 
dren and  I  wouldn't  think  of  interfering  with  her 
discipline.  So  I  just  stay  away.  The  children 
seem  to  like  me  as  well  as  ever  and  I've  caught 
them  looking  this  way  wistfully  more  than  once. 
I  notice  she  lets  them  wear  the  sweaters  and  caps 
I  gave  them.  They  really  do  need  all  the  help  and 
friendship  they  can  get.  I  miss  them  no  end,  but 
I'm  going  to  stay  right  at  home." 

"It's  too  bad.  They  need  you,  too;  and  they're 
probably  realizing  it  now  but  have  too  much  of 
that  thing  called  false  pride  to  say  one  little  word, 
'Sorry.' 

"You  spoke  of  washing  your  hands  of  them," 
she  went  on.  "I  don't  believe  you  can  do  that — 
that  a  person  can  wash  his  hands  of  anything  that 
has  definitely  touched  his  life.  Your  active  friend- 
ship with  them  may  be  over  but  there  are  little 
remembrances  that  will  keep  coming  up.  Those 
remembrances  will  grow  as  you  grow  older  and 
wiser — little  lessons  and  experiences,  that  will  be 
helpful  in  your  future  living.  And  be  glad  for 
them.  Remember  what  a  very  wise  old  man  once 
said,  'A  man  is  what  he  thinks  and  every  one  who 
has  influenced  him — from  Socrates,  Plato  and  Con- 
fucius down  to  the  parish  preacher — lives  in 
him.'  " 

Franklin  Grove,  III. 


Sunset 

BY    ORA   W.    GARBER 

The   setting   sun  drops   low 

Behind  the  western  rim. 

Its   brilliant   afterglow 

Is  fading  .  .  .  fading  .  .  .  dim. 

As  in  the  heavens  above 

The  twinkling  stars  shine  bright, 

Out   of  his  heart   of  love 

God  gives  the  peace  of  night. 

My  life  some  day  must  fade 

As  fades  the  setting  sun, 

Earth's  cares  aside  be  laid, 

My  earthly  labors  done. 

I  trust  that  there  may  be, 

When  my  evening  sun  sinks  low, 

Lingering  after  me 

A  mellow  afterglow. 


Elgin,  III. 
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Golden  Gossip 

BY  MRS.  J.  Z.  GILBERT 

Never  heard  of  such  a  thing?  Well,  the  term 
does  sound  a  bit  out  of  the  ordinary,  but  it  was  real 
gossip  and  it  was  truly  golden  as  you  will  con- 
cede no  doubt  when  the  whole  truth  is  known. 

The  meaning  of  the  expression  is  less  easily  de- 
fined than  illustrated,  and  so  here  is  the  story  as  it 
was  told  me:  The  peace  of  a  certain  community 
was  being  greatly  disturbed  by  the  continued  tale- 
bearing of  one  individual.  Backbiting  had  become 
the  order  of  the  day  as  a  result  of  the  busybody 
reporter,  who  took  it  upon  herself  to  relate  to  the 
neighbors  any  insinuating  or  slighting  remarks  she 
happened  to  hear  about  them. 

Then  one  day  a  true-blue  Christian  moved  into 
this  particular  locality.  It  was  not  long  until  the 
talebearer  called  and  began  introducing  this  new 
neighbor  to  the  various  families  of  the  vicinity — 
at  first  by  making  some  pleasant  remarks  and  then 
following  with  all  sorts  of  uncomplimentary  hear- 
say tales.  The  good  woman  listened  to  all  that  was 
said,  but  very  wisely  put  aside  everything  of  a  be- 
smirching type  which  the  caller  told  her,  mean- 
while taking  careful  note  of  whatever  was  kind 
enough  to  repeat.  Then  later  as  she  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  other  women  of  the  neighbor- 
hood she  told  each  one  the  kind  things  that  Mrs. 
So-and-So  had  said  about  her. 

The  transformation  was  like  magic.  The  com- 
munity atmosphere  cleared,  troubled  thoughts 
were  replaced  by  wholesome  cheer  and  neighbor- 
hood friction  gave  way  to  neighborly  friendships. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


Autumn  Prayer 

BY  MARY  FRANKLIN  REED 

God  of  this  golden  autumn, 

Put  into  every  heart 
Peace  and  love  and  beauty. 

May  these  ne'er  depart 

From  those  who  often  seek  thee, 
And  mute  before  thee  stand 

In  hushed  adoration. 
Father,  guide  this  land 

Of  quiet,  golden  harvests, 

Wide  swathes  of  corn-shocked  fields- 
And  in  this  autumn's  beauty 

May  petty  wounds  be  healed. 

Help  us  learn  to  know 

The  calm  of  far-off  hills; 
Our  Father,  may  we  ever  be 

As  thy  Spirit  wills. 

Mt.  Sidney,  Va. 


An  Example  of  God's  Leading 

BY  FLORENCE   C    HEBEL 

A  man  had  a  thriving  livery  business  in  a  city. 
But  automobiles  came.  Slowly  at  first,  but  very 
steadily,  the  number  of  cars  increased,  until  horses 
were  just  not  in  demand. 

The  man  had  two  sons  who  were  growing  up. 
He  felt  that  the  country  would  be  a  better  place 
to  raise  them.  He  bought  a  farm.  It  was  not 
considered  a  very  desirable  farm  for  general 
farming  as  practiced  in  that  community.  So  he 
specialized. 

They  raised  chickens,  sending  a  son  to  the  state 
college  for  a  short  course  on  the  subject,  and 
working  in  close  co-operation  with  the  county 
farm  agent. 

They  planted  a  peach  orchard.  The  farm  was 
near  the  mountain  and  the  hills  and  hollows  pro- 
vided the  best  possible  air  drainage  so  that  the 
blossoms  seldom  froze. 

They  planted  an  apple  orchard.  Now  baskets 
of  beautiful  apples  stand  under  their  packing  shed 
for  sale  to  tourists  or  to  regular  buyers. 

But  the  best  crop  they  made  was  their  two  sons. 
Busy  as  they  are,  they  still  have  more  time  for 
community  interests  than  any  other  farmers.  One 
is  Scoutmaster,  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
member  of  the  fire  company,  solicitor  for  the  wel- 
fare fund.  No  one  would  ask  a  favor  of  him  that 
he  would  not  try  to  grant.  His  own  two  boys  and 
two  girls  are  growing  up  as  an  asset  to  the  com- 
munity. His  good  wife  has  been  a  big  help.  In 
work  like  that,  there  need  to  be  many  hands.  She 
has  been  able  to  live  very  close  to  her  mother-in- 
law  and  be  an  excellent  friend  to  her. 

The  other  son's  activities  are:  justice  of  the 
peace  and  president  of  the  sportsmen's  association. 
The  latter  association  has  wide  activities.  They 
established  an  indoor  shooting  range  and  club- 
room.  No  drinks  are  allowed,  but  there  are  games, 
magazines,  music  and  refreshments.  It  is  keeping 
many  a  boy  away  from  the  poolroom  or  other  plac- 
es of  questionable  value.  For  summer  they  have 
an  outdoor  rifle  range,  with  picnic  ground  that 
has  swings,  tables,  and  places  for  other  sports. 

These  young  men  might  have  done  well  in  the 
city,  but  one  must  be  of  a  greater  calibre  to  be 
a  leader  among  many  people  than  among  fewer. 
When  all  is  said  and  done,  the  person  who  puts 
the  most  effort  into  an  undertaking  gets  the  most 
out  of  it,  so  these  men  have  profited  much  by  their 
father's  enforced  move. 

Has  the  ground  been  cut  from  under  your  feet? 
Ask  God's  guidance  and  try  again.  He  ever  leads 
his  own. 

Liverpool,  Pa. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Notes  From  Bulsar-Jalalpor,  India 


BY  J.   M.  BLOUGH 


Bulsar  Bible  School 

The  Bible  school  opened  on  June  16  for  second-year 
work.  All  are  present  and  eager  to  go  forward  with 
their  last  year's  study.  The  courses  are  more  difficult 
this  year  than  last  year. 

Bulsar  Communion 

The  Bulsar  love  feast  was  held  during  Passion  Week. 
The  deacons  did  splendidly  in  their  church  visit,  which 
resulted  in  a  larger  attendance  at  the  feast  than  usual. 
Nineteen  young  people  were  baptized.  Daily  services 
were  held  in  the  church. 

One  Congregation 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  group  which  had  with- 
drawn from  the  Jalalpor  church  two  years  ago  was  re- 
ceived back  into  fellowship  again,  and  all  are  now  wor- 
shiping together  as  one  congregation.  The  united 
church  represented  at  district  meeting  and  sent  a  com- 
mendable offering  to  the  district  meeting  fund. 

Evangelistic  Work 

Brother  and  Sister  Earl  Zigler  continued  their  evan- 
gelistic work  in  these  church  areas  throughout  the  hot 
season.  Four  village  love  feasts  were  held  in  the  Jalalpor 
area.  Three  of  these  were  held  in  villages  where  no 
love  feasts  were  ever  held  according  to  the  people's 
testimony.  Eight  persons  were  baptized  during  the 
summer. 

Ordained  as  Elder 

A  commission  of  elders  was  present  in  the  Bulsar 
church  on  Sunday,  June  29,  and  conducted  the  morning 
service  in  an  appropriate  manner  leading  up  to  the  or- 
dination to  the  eldership  of  Brother  and  Sister  Earl  M. 
Zigler.  The  visiting  elders  were  D.  J.  Lichty,  Jiwanji 
Haribhai  and  Devjibhai  Ramjibhai.  Bro.  Jiwanji 
preached   the   sermon. 

Bible  Students  Camped  in  Villages 

February  was  the  month  set  apart  in  these  churches 
for  special  evangelistic  work.  Four  different  groups 
went  out  from  the  Bulsar  church  for  various  numbers 
of  days.  The  Bible  school  students  with  their  teachers 
were  out  camping  in  three  villages.  Some  of  their 
class  work  was  carried  on  along  with  evangelistic  work. 
Seven  were  baptized  during  this  time. 

Effects  of  War 

But  on  the  whole  India  is  enjoying  peace  because  it 
lies  quite  distant  from  the  present  battlefields.  How- 
ever, many  Indian  soldiers  have  been  sent  to  the  various 
battle  areas.  And  now  India,  too,  has  begun  the  man- 
ufacture of  war  materials  and  is  hurrying  up  her  own 
defenses.  We  feel  the  effects  of  the  war  in  higher  prices, 
scarcity  of  goods  and  disarranged  mail  and  travel  serv- 
ice. Higher  prices  of  foodstuffs  are  bringing  hardships 
to  the  poor  people. 

Agitation  in  India 

In  Bombay  city  and  a  few  other  large  cities  there 
have  been  quite  a  number  of  communal  riots  during  the 
last  three  months  in  which  many  persons  have  been 
wounded  and  some  killed.  The  government  has  taken 
all  precautions  and  we  hope  they  will  soon  cease.  There 
has  been  a  lot  of  agitation  concerning  the  future  gov- 
ernment of  India  about  which  the  Hindu  and  Moslem 


communities  for  the  most  part  differ  very  widely;  hence 
there  is  keen  rivalry  between  them.  Furthermore,  Mr. 
Gandhi  and  the  congress  party  are  opposed  to  the  gov- 
ernment's policy  in  supporting  Britain  in  this  war.  On 
this  account  Mr.  Gandhi  has  again  launched  the  non- 
co-operation  movement  in  a  limited  way,  on  account  of 
which  many  Indian  leaders  are  again  lying  in  prison. 

High  Floods 

This  part  of  India  has  just  come  through  a  severe 
experience  of  unusual  rainfall  and  consequent  floods, 
perhaps  the  worst  ever.  The  B.  B.  C.  I.  Railway  was 
washed  out  in  many  more  places  than  ever  in  its  history, 
and  traffic  was  entirely  suspended  between  Bulsar  and 
Bombay  for  five  days,  and  north  of  Bulsar  for  two 
weeks.  But  it  is  no  wonder.  Listen  to  these  figures. 
Heavy  rainfall  began  on  the  first  of  July.  That  night 
it  poured  and  continued  for  several  days.  At  Navsari 
four  feet  of  rain  fell  in  thirty-eight  hours  and  the  river 
rose  eighteen  feet,  flooding  the  town  and  carrying  away 
houses,  cattle,  trees,  etc.  Dharampur  just  east  of  us 
had  thirty-eight  inches  of  rain  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  five  feet  during  the  week.  In  Khergam  it  was  just 
about  the  same.  Bulsar  had  three  feet  in  a  week. 
Much  damage  has  been  done  and  some  lives  have  been 
lost.     Government  is  helping  the  poor. 

Bulsar,  India. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  October  11-18 
In  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Missionary  Manual,  the 
missionary  on  furlough  is  told  that  his  obligation  to 
himself  and  his  mission  upon  reaching  the  homeland  is 
to  recuperate  his  strength.  The  manual  goes  on  to  say 
that  roughly  the  furlough  period  may  be  divided  into 
four  parts — rest,  school  work,  deputation  work  and  rest. 
The  main  purpose  of  a  furlough  is  that  the  missionary 
shall  be  able  to  return  to  his  field  in  the  best  possible 
physical  condition. 

As  the  church  prays  for  those  who  are  now  in  the 
homeland,  it  should  remember  this  primary  purpose  of 
the  furlough. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

The  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
given  Camp  Lagro  a  reed  organ  for  the  chapel  the  camp- 
ers have  made. 

The  women  of  the  Huntingdon  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  Pennsylvania  have  made  curtains  for  the  dining 
room  at  Camp  Kane.  This  has  greatly  pleased  the  Kane 
campers. 

Gerald  Darrow,  a  Methodist  from  Chicago,  Illinois,  is 
interested  in  health  and  sanitation  and  has  taken  over 
quite  proficiently  the  duties  of  the  former  Lagro  camp 
nurse,  Miss  Wine. 

A  group  of  seventeen  men  from  Camp  Lagro  have  en- 
rolled at  Manchester  College  for  Saturday  morning 
courses.  Eight  different  subjects  are  being  offered  ev- 
ery Saturday  for  twelve  weeks.  These  classes  are  main- 
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ly  for  schoolteachers,  but  many  of  the  men  find  they 
meet  their  needs  quite  adequately. 

Camp  No.  20,  at  Sideling  Hill,  near  Wells  Tannery, 
Pennsylvania,  has  been  approved  as  a  Civilian  Public 
Service  camp  to  be  administered  by  the  Mennonite  Cen- 
tral Committee.  According  to  the  official  declaration, 
'"The"  work  will  consist  of  the  application  of  soil  and 
water  conservation  measures  on  the  Right  of  Way  lands 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Turnpike  and  adjacent  farms  and 
woodland,  flood  control,  forest  fire  suppression  and  in- 
cidental and  appurtenant  work  for  the  welfare  of  the 
entire  project." 

According  to  a  bulletin  from  the  National  Service 
Board  for  Religious  Objectors  all  men  who  were  twen- 
ty-eight before  July  1941,  and  who  have  been  assigned 
to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  will  be  discharged.  It 
will  of  course  take  time  for  these  discharges  to  come 
through.  The  following  figures  indicate  approximately 
the  number  of  men  over  twenty-eight  now  in  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  who  will  be  discharged  shortly: 

Patapsco   9  Cooperstown    4 

San  Dimas   5  Colorado  Springs   12 

Marion    1  Grottoes    8 

Stronach     1  Royalston   6 

Marietta    6  Magnolia 4 

Lagro 17  Stoddard 1 

Bluffton 15  Petersham    3 


Attention  Local  Aid  Directors 
Warm  Clothing  for  C.  P.  S.  Camps 

Winter  is  approaching  and  in  our  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  there  will  be  need  for  woolen  socks,  mit- 
tens, helmet  caps,  sweaters  and  scarfs.  A  number  of  the 
camp   men   will   have   definite   need   for  these   knitted 


For  Your  Information 

For  information  concerning  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  or  regarding  the  classification 
of  men  under  the  Selective  Service  and  Train- 
ing Act  of  1941  write:  M.  R.  Zigler,  22  South 
State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  In  writing  concern- 
ing any  problem  regarding  classification  indi- 
cate the  name,  number  and  address  of  your  lo- 
cal board. 

Keep  alive  the  Brethren  Service  Peace  and 
Relief  Cup  on  your  table.  The  last  Sunday  of 
every  month  take  your  sacrificial  savings  from 
your  Brethren  Service  Peace  and  Relief  Cup  to 
the  church  for  Brethren  Service  Committee 
work  or  send  it  direct  to  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illi- 
nois. 

Local  treasurers  or  those  in  charge  remember 
to  send  these  contributions  every  month  to  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee,  22  South  State 
Street,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

An  announcement  in  January  1942  that  the 
brotherhood  had  contributed  $2  or  more  per 
member  during  1941  to  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee work  would  be  an  extraordinary  testi- 
mony that  we  believe  Christ  is  the  Prince  of 
Peace  and  take  him  at  his  word  when  he  tells 
us  to  love  our  neighbors. 


articles  of  clothing.     Bed  comforters  (size  50  x  78)  will 
also  be  needed. 

Already  some  churches  have  asked  for  the  privilege 
of  making  comforters  and  knitting  articles.  And  so  the 
Brethren  Service  Committee  is  asking  each  local  church 
that  wishes  to  make  any  of  the  above-mentioned  gar- 
ments to  write  to  Anetta  C.  Mow,  Elgin,  Illinois,  and 
designate  the  kind  and  quantity  of  articles  it  wishes  to 
make.  Further  instructions  will  then  be  given  concern- 
ing sizes  and  patterns  and  the  camp  address  to  which 
the  articles  are  to  be  sent.  It  is  important  that  the 
name  and  address  of  the  local  aid  director,  or  woman 
who  is  in  charge,  be  sent  to  the  Elgin  office. 

The  understanding  is  that  should  there  be  a  surplus 
of  articles  made  for  the  camp  men,  these  will  be  sent  to 
European  and  China  relief  later  on. 

Other  Articles  of  Clothing  for  C.  P.  S.  Camps 

There  will  also  be  need  in  the  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps  for  other  wearing  apparel  which  cannot  be  se- 
cured satisfactorily  by  local  church  groups.  They  are 
articles  which  must  be  purchased  according  to  an  ac- 
curate size.  Rather  than  local  churches  attempting  to 
buy  shoes,  galoshes,  etc.,  it  has  been  decided  that  gifts 
of  money  will  prove  far  more  satisfactory.  Money  for 
this  should  be  sent  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  at 
Elgin  with  the  specification  that  it  is  to  be  used  to  buy 
clothing  for  needy  men  at  the  discretion  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee.  If  the  money  is  not  all  needed  for 
this  purpose,  then  it  will  be  used  for  other  projects  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  committee. 

Because  gifts  of  clothing  represent  a  labor  of  love  on 
the  part  of  the  women,  and  because  such  gifts  are  of 
various  values,  it  has  not  seemed  wise  to  try  to  give 
budget  credit  for  gifts  of  clothing. 


Peace  News 

E.  Stanley  Jones  would  like  to  see  America  take  the 
lead  in  establishing  a  new  world  order.  He  suggests  the 
following  seven  principles: 

1.  We  will  give  equality  of  opportunity  to  everyone 
within  our  own  borders. 

2.  We  will  give  equal  opportunity  to  all  to  come  to 
our  shores. 

3.  We  will  insist  on  an  equal  opportunity  of  access  to 
the  raw  materials  of  the  world. 

4.  We  will  insist  on  a  better  distribution  of  the  land 
space  of  the  world  so  that  crowded  nations  may  have 
legitimate  room  for  expansion. 

5.  We  will  insist  that  all  subject  peoples  or  races 
should  be  given  a  free  unhampered  opportunity  to  de- 
cide their  own  destiny. 

6.  We  will  cancel  all  national  debts  owing  to  us. 

7.  We  will  agree  to  enter  a  federal  union  based  on  a 
limitation  of  national  sovereignty,  with  all  nations  of 
goodwill,  irrespective  of  their  particular  type  of  govern- 
ment. 

At  the  Williamstown  Institute  of  Human  Relations, 
representing  Jews,  Catholics  and  Protestants,  Thomas  E. 
Dewey  said:  "Religion  should  reassert  its  spiritual  lead- 
ership." "All  faith,"  said  Stanley  High,  "is  under  at- 
tack as  it  has  not  been  in  the  Christian  era.  No  one  re- 
ligion is  powerful  enough  to  turn  back  this  antireligious 
tide."  Rabbi  H.  S.  Goldstein  of  New  York  testified: 
"Religion  and  democracy  are  synonymous.    We  must  all 
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become  missionaries  for  Americanism,  which  means  de- 
mocracy and  religion."  "This  Conference  of  Jews  and 
Christians,"  agreed  Rev.  Michael  J.  Ahern,  S.  J.,  "is 
based  simply  on  complete  recognition  of  the  rights  of 
every  human  being,  described  as  self-evident  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence." 

The  Archbishop  of  York  says  there  is  a  great  deal  in 
the  present  order  in  Russia  which  no  Christian  can  ap- 
prove. And  adds:  "Personally,  I  always  thought  bol- 
shevism  preferable  to  naziism,  because  its  goal  of  uni- 
versal fellowship  is  part  of  the  Christian  hope,  though 
its  method  of  trying  to  reach  its  goal  is  in  my  judgment 
bound  to  frustrate  its  own  object.  The  goal  of  naziism 
is  itself  flatly  unchristian." 

A  Bulletin  on  Relief  in  France  by  the  Friend's  Service 
Committee  states  that  50,000  children  in  400  schools  will 
continue  to  receive  supplementary  rations  for  the  mid- 
day meal.  These  supplies — rice,  cocoa,  sugar  and  dried 
vegetables — supplement  the  soup  provided  by  the  local 
committees  and  are  a  bulwark  against  inadequate  ra- 
tions at  home.  In  recent  months  vitamins  have  been 
distributed  to  180,000  children  over  a  period  of  weeks 
and  under  medical  supervision.  Some  4,000  refugee 
children  are  still  interned  with  their  parents  in  concen- 
tration camps. 

Seventy-two  college  students  under  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  have  completed  very  im- 
portant summer  work  in  projects  in  Latin  America. 
Twelve  lived  in  a  camp  near  Cibao,  Puerto  Rico,  help- 
ing peasants  build  a  brick  schoolhouse.  During  eve- 
nings and  week  ends  they  studied  the  meaning  of  pov- 
erty, depleted  land,  poor  health  and  lack  of  schooling. 
Sixty  served  in  Mexico:  half  in  the  Laguna  rehabilita- 
tion area  near  Torreon,  helping  build  a  cotton  gin  for 
community  use;  others  at  Tuxpan,  Jalisco,  worked  in  a 
hospital  and  aided  in  rebuilding  homes  and  schools  de- 
stroyed by  the  March  earthquake. 


Camp  Laaro  Official  Register 

The  official  roster  from  Civilian  Public  Service  Camp 
Number  6  contains  the  following  names: 


Name 


Address 


Church  Affiliation 


Baker,  John  Henry,  159  Liberty  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  Brethren. 

Barry,  Walter  Eblen,  624  Walnut  St.,  Anderson,  Ind.,  Church  of 
God. 

Blocher,   Isaac  Lowell.   R.   F.   D.    1,   Roann,   Ind.,   Brethren. 

Bollinger,   John    Cripe,   New   Paris,   Ind.,   Brethren. 

Boyer,  Forest  Miller,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Bradford,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Brown,  Wayne  E.,  603  Hendricks  St.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Meth- 
odist. 

Bruckhart,  Paul  Henry,  R.  F.  D.   1,   Manheim.  Pa.,  Brethren. 

Brumbaugh,  Lester  Ross,  North  Industry,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Bruss,  Harold  O,  115  W.  6th  St.,  Marion,  Ind.,  Disciples  of  Christ. 

Cain,  Ross  Benjamin,  3525  Park  Ave.,  Brookfield,  111.,  Methodist. 

Carbaugh,  John  R.  O,  R.  F.  D.  3,  Box  204,  Oakland  Ave.,  Johns- 
town, Pa.,  Brethren. 

Christner,  Duane  Curtis,  290  E.  Main  St.,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
Brethren. 

Clem,  Jesse,  New  Paris,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Cox,  William  Howard,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Lucas,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Cripe,  Mervin  Aldean,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Custer,  Hugh,  R.  F.  D.   2,  Hillsboro,  Ohio,   Brethren. 

Darrow,  Gerald  Pittman,  537  Wrightwood  Ave.,  Chicago,  HI., 
Methodist. 

Detwiler,  Arthur  David,  209  E.  Dubail,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Breth- 
ren. 

Dooly,  Arthur  Thomas,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Vandalia,  111.,  Brethren. 

Dyer,  Henry  Ward,  7542  Kingston  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  Community 
Church. 

Erbaugh,  Wilfred  Michael,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Brookville,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Fell,  George  B.,  303  Penfield  Place,  Rockford,   111.,  None. 

Filbrun,  Bruce  Leo,  R.  F.  D.  3,  Anderson,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Fisher,  Owen  Ellsworth,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Peru,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Flora,  Charley  Delbert,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Flora,  Ind.,  German  Baptist 
Brethren. 


Frantz,  Caleb  Hoffer,  Rehrersburg,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Fuqua,  Joseph  Ernest,  R.  F.  D.   1,  Fortville,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Gingrich,  Simon  Smith,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Gordley,   Ronald   Dayton,   R.   F.   D.    3,   Mt.   Sterling,   111.,   United 

Church  Missionary   Society. 
Green,  Berman  Harrison,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Tipp  City,  Ohio,  Brethren. 
Greiner,  Robert  Geib,  R.  F.  D.  2,   Manheim,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Hahnert,  Ora  Everett,  R.  F.  D.  3,  Logansport,  Ind.,  Methodist. 
Hart,  William  Thomas,  R.  F.  D.  3,  Warren,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Hartig,  James  Parsons,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Hagerstown,   Ind.,  Methodist. 
Hartley,  Wilmer  G.,  Earlington,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Hawthorne,  Leroy  Musser,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Marietta,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Herr,  Charles  Emmert,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Hoffman,  Herbert  Allen,  Scalp  Level,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Hoke,  Earl  Henry,  R.  F.  D.   1,  Thomasville,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Jasper,  Dale  Robert,  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  Brethren. 
Johnson,   Curtis  Allen,   5656  W.  Race  Ave.,  Chicago,   111.,  Baptist. 
Johnson,    George   Robert,    4452   N.    LaCrosse   Ave.,    Chicago,    111., 

Methodist. 

Kapp,  Otto  Charles,  Lincoln  Highway,  Matteson,  111.,  Four  Square 
Gospel. 

Keith,  Ernest  Floyd,  Box  35,  Wedron,  111.,  Jehovah's  Witnesses. 

Kime,  Lee  Earl,  N.   Liberty,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Kinney,  Ermine  Beaty,  407  S.  Galena  Ave.,  Freeport,  111.,  Breth- 
ren. 

Kinsley,  Raymond  Jay,  R.  F.  D.  6,  North  Canton,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Kinzie,  Everett  Otho,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Delphi,  Ind.,  German  Baptist. 

Klaus,  Eugene  Erwin,  4734  N.  Artesian  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  None. 

Langston,  Walker,  217  N.  7th  St.,  Richmond,  Ind.,  Baptist. 

Lantis,  John  M.,   Milltown,   Ind.,   Brethren. 

Leasure,  Fred  George,  1110  Home  Ave.,  N.  Manchester,  Ind., 
Brethren. 

Lowden,  William,  2761  W.  Francis  Place,  Chicago,  111.,  Methodist. 

Lunde,   Chester  H.,  6708   Olympia  Ave.,   Chicago,   111.,  None. 

Menke,  Mark  Atwood,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  Brethren  . 

McHenry,  Scott  Francis,  812  N.  Beville  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
1st  Pilgrim  Holiness. 

Moser,  Loren  Keith,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Goshen,  Ind.,  German  Baptist. 

Myers,  Arthur,  R.  F.  D.   1,  Center  Point,  Ind.,  Church  of  Christ. 

Mitchell,  Lawrence  LeRoy,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Old  Ger- 
man  Baptist. 

Myers,  Richard  Ellsworth,  162  N.  Worth  Ave.,  Elgin,  111.,  Breth- 
ren. 

Nelson,  Robert  James,  Jr.,  Star  Route,  Etters,  Pa.,  Brethren. 

Noffsinger,  Dale  Victor,  Box  5,  Jewell,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Noffsinger,  Roy,  1104  Home  Ave.,  N.  Manchester,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Nordstrom,  Philip  E.,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Cambridge,  111.,  Methodist. 

Pare.  Robert  Harold,  2127  Maple  Ave.,  Evanston,  El.,  Methodist. 

Phend,  Harold,  Albion,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Price,  Joseph   Cassel,   Vernfield,  Pa.,   Brethren. 

Rickleff,  Lester  Carl,  803  Elm  St.,  Rockford,  111.,  Evangelical. 

Sankstone,  Leonard  Manuel,  7815  Constance  Ave.,  Chicago,  HI., 
Jewish. 

Sargent,  Carl  Edward,  135  Irvington  Ave.,  Bradford,  Ohio,  Breth- 
ren. 

Satterthwaite,  Isaac  M.,  1907  Ridge  Ave.,  Rockford,  111.,  Je- 
hovah's  Witnesses. 

Scheider,  Lawrence  E„  203  E.  Jefferson  St.,  Freeport  ni , 
Methodist. 

Sheaffer,  Robert  Earl,  4  W.  Milford  St.,  Mt.  Union,  Pa.,  Breth- 
ren. 

Shively,  Forest  Wendell,  2110  W.  Jackson  St.,  Muncie,  Ind., 
Brethren. 

Smith,  Kenneth  Jackson,  824  Wilt  St.,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Uni- 
tarian. 

Soelzer,  Ralph  Frederick,  1009  48th  St.,  Moline,  111.,  Covenant 
Church. 

Sollenberger,  Howard  E„  508  N.  Sycamore  St.,  N.  Manchester, 
Ind.,  Brethren. 

Stark,  Robert  James,  716  Rush  St.,  Chicago,  111.,  Christian  Sci- 
ence. 

Stull,  Edwin  Lorain.  R.  F.  D.  2,   Howard,   Ohio,   Brethren. 

Swartz,  Dale  Leon,  R.  F.  D.  1,  McVeytown,  Pa„  Brethren. 

Swihart,   Glen   Calvin,   118  Huron  St.,   Goshen,  Ind.,  Brethren. 

Thomas,  Arthur  Joel,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Greencastle,  Ind.,  Church  of 
Christ. 

Valentine,  Harry  Denton,  R.  F.  D.  4,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Brethren. 

Vaughn,  Bernard  Wm„  917  S.  Carroll  St.,  S.  Bend,  Ind.,  Church 
of    God. 

Via,  Carl  Lincoln,  R.  F.  D.  1,  Covington,  Ohio,  Brethren. 

Vician,  George,  5015  N.  Kimberly  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  Congre- 
gational. 

Wagner,  Arthur,  126  State  St.,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Wagner,  Marlin  Keeney,  Main  St.,  Union  Deposit,  Pa.,  Brethren. 
Warner,  Edwin  Kimmel,  44  N.  7th  St.,  Indiana,  Pa.,  Presbyterian. 
Weaver.   Paul   M.,   Wakarusa,   Ind.,   Brethren. 
Webb,  Charles  Wm.,  315  S.  8th  St.,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Welborn,  Glen  Henry,  510  E.  Dayton  St.,  S.  Bend.  Ind.,  Brethren. 
Willhoite,   John   W.,   2538   South  D   St.,   Elwood,   Ind.,   Methodist. 
Winterland,    Floyd    Francis,    1111    Rockford    Nat'l    Bank    Bldg., 
Rockford,  111.,  None. 

Ziegler,  Ralph  Warren,  257  McClure  Ave.,  Elgin,  111.,  Brethren. 
Zcllers,  E.  L.,  R.  F.  D.  6,  Frankfort,  Ind.,  Brethren. 
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Adult  Work  in  the  Local  Church 


What  Is  "Adult  Work"? 

The  church  has  always  had  adult  work,  sometimes 
more  'and  sometimes  less.  We  are  now  getting  a  new 
appreciation  of  adults  and  their  possibilities  of  growth 
and  development.  Church  leaders  are  now  convinced 
that  adults  are  tremendously  important  in  the  church's 
task  of  building  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 

Adults  are  running  the  world  today.  They  make  the 
laws.  They  declare  war.  They  build  churches.  They 
pay  the  bills.  They  build  the  homes.  They  teach  the 
youth.  They  are  the  ones  who  can  change  our  world 
order  and  do  it  now.  Adults  are  not  hopeless.  They 
can  learn  new  ways  of  doing  things  almost  as  easily 
as  youth  when  the  interest  and  desire  are  properly 
aroused. 

There  are  at  least  seven  areas  of  experience  in  which 
adults  need  help  today.  Mature  church  members  are 
having  difficulty  in  using  the  Bible  in  everyday  living. 
Some  scarcely  know  what  is  in  the  Book.  Others  are 
confused  as  to  its  meaning  for  them  today.  Many 
grownups  scarcely  know  what  they  believe  about  God, 
Christ,  sin,  salvation,  and  the  future  life.  Frequently 
there  is  too  little  difference  between  the  conduct  of 
church  members  and  those  to  whom  Christ  is  a  stranger. 
Most  adults  in  the  church  are  trying  to  build  Christian 
homes,  but  find  so  many  pagan  influences  working 
against  them  that  they  almost  despair. 

Being  a  good  church  member  in  a  time  like  this  re- 
quires serious  thought  and  effort.  Many  are  confused  as 
to  what  the  church  and  her  program  is  all  about.  The 
training  program  for  good  churchmanship  is  too  meager 
in  most  churches.  Every  Christian  is  expected  to  be  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  creative,  law-abiding  citizen.  But 
how  can  this  be  done  today?  If  we  are  Christian,  then 
Christ's  principles  and  ideals  must  be  maintained  in  our 
moral  and  economic  standards.  Finally,  every  adult  has 
a  world  responsibility.  Jesus  said  that  we  should  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  which  he  commanded. 

The  adult  work  program  aims  to  give  the  adult  guid- 
ance and  help  in  the  solution  of  these  problems.  It  aims 
to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  and  broaden  the  Christian 
service  of  every  adult  in  the  church.  It  aims  at  greater 
activity  on  the  part  of  adults  in  giving  Christ  to  the 
world. 

Before  this  activity  can  be  intelligent,  adults  must 
have  more  information.  This  comes  through  study,  in- 
vestigation and  exchange  of  ideas.  Before  this  activity 
can  be  effective  and  powerful  there  must  be  worship. 
Thus  the  adult  program  consists  of  increased  study,  wor- 
ship, and  action  for  every  adult. 

How  Can  It  Be  Done? 
Organization  and  Administration 

An  Adult  Adviser  may  be  appointed  to  serve  along 
with  the  other  age  group  advisers  of  the  church. 

An  adult  council  or  committee  may  be  formed  from 
the  heads  of  all  organizations  working  with  adults,  in- 
cluding the  pastor  and  elder,  to  plan  a  total  program  for 
the  adults.  This  committee  should  meet  regularly  to 
survey  the  work  being  done,  to  plan  for  needed  work, 
and   to    correlate   the    work   of   Sunday-school   classes, 


men's  work,  women's  work,  missionary  society,  and  oth- 
er adult  organizations. 

Classification  of  adults  should  be  primarily  according 
to  interest  and  experience  rather  than  age  and  sex. 

Organizations  should  at  all  times  be  kept  in  close  re- 
lationship with  the  church  program  as  a  whole. 

The  men's  work  organization  should  strive  to  enlist 
all  the  men  of  the  church  and  constituency  in  the  total 
program  of  the  church.  There  should  be  a  task  for  ev- 
ery man  and  a  man  for  every  task  in  the  church.  The 
men's  organization  should  aim  to  do  alone  only  those 
things  which  cannot  be  done  well  by  mixed  groups. 
The  church  is  the  one  institution  that  may  and  should 
draw  the  family  together. 

Women's  work  should  aim  to  do  those  things  in  the 
church  program  which  can  be  done  best  by  women  work- 
ing alone.  Some  service,  some  fellowship  and  some  study 
by  women  alone  seem  advisable  and  necessary.  Most 
churches  will  do  well  to  place  more  women  in  the  im- 
portant planning  and  administrative  positions  of  the 
church  where  their  loyalty,  wisdom,  and  enthusiasm 
may  be  used  by  the  whole  church. 

Young  adults  are  at  a  serious  transition  period  in  their 
lives  and  they  must  not  be  allowed  to  grow  an  "in-be- 
tweenist"  feeling.  They  must  never  be  permitted  to 
feel  that  they  are  too  old  to  be  young  people  and  yet 
too  young  to  be  adults.  The  transition  point  is  not  de- 
termined by  age  but  by  conditions  such  as  marriage, 
economic  independence,  beginning  one's  vocation,  and 
attainment  of  citizenship  responsibility.  The  church 
should  help  young  adults  meet  these  new  experiences. 
Young  adult  classes  and  study  groups  may  be  formed 
and  plans  made  to  use  these  people  in  the  work  of  the 
church. 

Adult  Bible  class  work  should  be  a  part  and  only  a 
part  of  the  church's  larger  purpose  in  its  work  with 
adults.  Its  primary  aim  should  be  to  promote  the  re- 
ligious growth  of  its  members,  rather  than  to  promote 
the  class  as  such.  Hearty  support  should  be  solicited 
for  the  total  program  of  the  church  including  particu- 
larly worship  services,  evangelistic  efforts,  finance,  and 
service  activities. 

Teaching 

Through  Preaching.  The  preaching  program  should  be 
balanced  and  comprehensive,  covering  the  total  experi- 
ence of  the  adults.  Hearers  should  participate  in  plan- 
ning the  preaching  program.  Provision  may  be  made 
for  related  study,  discussion,  and  action.  The  sermon 
may  well  be  discussed  in  the  evening  group  period. 
Bible  teaching  through  sermons  should  not  be  neglected. 

In  Class  Sessions.  Good  teachers  of  children  or  youth 
are  not  necessarily  good  teachers  of  adults.  Adults  want 
to  ask  questions,  discuss,  share  experiences,  investigate. 
Lecturing  and  listening  rate  very  low  as  adult  methods. 
Fruitless  argument  may  be  avoided  by  encouraging 
open-minded  discussion.  The  over-talkative  may  be 
curbed  by  insisting  that  all  members  of  the  class  be 
given  a  chance  to  express  themselves.  Interest  may  be 
maintained  by  keeping  the  discussion  not  too  far  dis- 
tant from  the  experience  and  problems  of  the  group. 
Satisfactory  courses  of  study  should  be  provided.  Elec- 
tive courses  may  be  selected  from  the  Learning  for  Life 
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Series.  Such  courses  may  well  be  available  to  any 
adult  of  the  church  school  who  may  want  to  register 
for  them. 

In  Group  Work.  Preaching  and  classwork  on  Sunday 
morning  are  not  sufficient  to  do  all  with  adults  that  needs 
to  be  done  in  and  through  the  church.  More  time  is 
needed.  Different  groupings  from  regular  classes  seem 
desirable  and  even  necessary  at  times.  Individuals  may 
volunteer  to  join  others  in  a  friendly  group  to  work  at 
a  problem  that  needs  solution.  Learning  for  Life,  the 
study  program  for  adults  in  the  church  prepared  by  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Education,  lists  more 
than  sixty  such  problems  or  courses  with  suggested  out- 
lines and  texts.  These  cover  the  following  seven  areas 
of  adult  experience,  as  adopted  by  the  United  Christian 
Adult  Movement:  The  Bible  in  Life,  Personal  Faith 
and  Experience,  Christian  Family  Life,  Church  Life  and 
Outreach,  Community  Issues,  Basic  Social  Problems, 
and  World  Relations  including  Peace  and  Missions. 

Sunday  evening  periods,  the  midweek  service,  and 
other  week  nights  are  all  being  used  with  profit  by  vari- 
ous churches.  The  Home  Fireside  groups  are  growing 
in  favor.  In  some  churches  Schools  of  Christian  Living 
are  being  planned  for  one  night  a  week  for  six  or  seven 
weeks,  or  every  night  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  Some- 
times only  one  problem  is  studied,  such  as  in  the  School 
of  Missions;  at  other  times,  three  or  four  courses  are  of- 
fered at  the  same  time. 

In  group  work  the  leader  need  not  be  an  expert  in  the 
subject  studied,  but  he  or  she  should  know  how  to  keep 
the  group  discussing  profitably  the  problem  in  question. 
Experts  in  the  problem  may  be  called  in  as  often  as  pos- 
sible to  serve  as  resource  leaders  or  to  give  brief  presen- 
tations. 

Through  Counseling.  Most  congregations  have  adults 
with  personal  problems  and  needs  which  are  best  met 
by  wise  and  skillful  counseling  with  the  pastor  or  with 
others  in  the  congregation  who  are  capable.  Many  prob- 
lems of  marriage,  religion,  mental  hygiene,  sex,  voca- 
tions, and  business  cannot  be  met  adequately  from  the 
pulpit  or  even  in  group  study.  Churches  are  giving  in- 
creased attention  to  these  problems  through  counseling. 
Some  depend  upon  chance  conversation  while  others 
have  more  complex  programs  resembling  the  technique 
of  the  psychiatrists. 

Through  Observance  of  Special  Days  and  Occasions. 
A  conversion  experience,  the  communion,  the  consecra- 
tion of  children,  the  dedication  of  a  home,  a  wedding, 
the  observance  of  Christmas,  Easter,  Mothers'  Day, 
Armistice  Day,  Thanksgiving,  and  Rural  Life  Sunday, 
all  have  unique  educational  values  for  the  adult  when 
properly  planned. 
Worship  and  Devotional  Life 

Public  Worship.  This  may  be  enriched  by  striving  for 
reverence  and  real  participation.  A  worship  setting  of 
beauty  and  loveliness,  devotional  reading  of  Scripture, 
spiritual  singing  by  both  choir  and  congregation,  and 
meaningful  prayers  all  help  the  adult  toward  a  real  wor- 
ship experience. 

Devotional  Period  in  Group  Meetings.  These  ordinari- 
ly should  not  be  the  same  as  the  regular  public  worship. 
Since  the  group  is  smaller  there  are  possibilities  for 
greater  freedom  of  expression  and  more  sympathetic  un- 
derstanding. The  art  of  silent  meditation  and  prayer 
may  be  studied  and  practiced  with  profit. 

Personal  Devotional  Life.     Some  form  of  practicing 


Books  and  Pamphlets  for  the  Adult  Worker 

The  Creative  Adult.   Mearns — $3.00. 

Leaders   for   Adult   Education,   Overstreet   and   Overstreet — $1.50. 

Toward    Understanding    Adults,    Ziegler — 75c. 

The   Way   of  Adult   Education,   Ziegler— $1.25. 

The   Church   and   Adult   Education,   Winchester — $1.50. 

The  Effective  Adult  Class,  Munro— 30c. 

Learning  for  Life — 15c. 

Adults  in  Action — 15c. 

Adult    Program    Guide — 15c. 

Adult  Projects  in  Study   and  Action — 15c. 

Christian  Action   on   Social   Problems — 15c. 

Group  Work  With  Adults  Through  the  Church— 15c. 

Home  and  Church  Work  Together — 15c. 

Personal  Religious  Living — 15c. 

Schools   in   Christian   Living — 15c. 

Young  Adults  in  the  Church — 15c. 

The   United   Christian   Adult  Movement — 5c. 

The   Church   Worker   With    Adults   and   His   Problems — free. 

Study   Courses  for  Adults — free. 

Study — Worship — Action   for   Adults — free. 

Adult   Discussion   Themes — free. 

Recreation  for  Adults — free. 


the  presence  of  God  each  day  should  be  encouraged  for 
each  adult.  The  Bible  is  the  best  literature  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  should  head  the  list  of  materials.  Individuals 
should  be  helped  to  understand  and  use  spiritual  dis- 
ciplines so  that  growth  in  character  may  be  constant. 

Family  Worship.  Adults  are  largely  responsible  for 
the  worship  of  the  family  as  a  group.  Prayer  at  the 
table  regularly  with  each  member  of  the  family  taking 
his  turn  in  leading  is  important.  This  may  be  enriched 
at  one  meal  of  the  day  by  Scripture  reading,  singing,  or 
personal  testimony.  Periods  of  silent  prayer  are  also 
rewarding.  Worship  may  be  at  regular  times  and  also 
when  the  unusual  experience  or  problem  presents  itself. 

Fellowship  and  Recreation. 

The  church  is  a  great  fellowship.  There  must  be  real 
opportunities  for  its  expression,  such  as  personal  greet- 
ings, visiting,  hospitality  in  homes,  and  working  and 
playing  together.  Fellowship  should  be  kept  on  a  high- 
er level  than  that  of  mere  gossip.  Most  people  should 
be  encouraged  to  develop  a  hobby.  Even  adults  need 
to  alternate  tension  and  work  with  relaxation  and  play. 
Adult  recreation  must  be  different  from  that  of  youth 
due  to  the  difference  in  physical  development  and  ma- 
turity. 

Witnessing  and  Evangelism. 

Getting  adults  concerned  about  others  is  no  small 
task.  They  are  prone  to  be  satisfied  with  themselves 
and  their  old  friends.  The  evangelistic  motive  must  be 
in  the  whole  adult  program.  The  technique  of  whole- 
some personal  evangelism  may  well  be  the  quest  for  a 
study  group. 

Service. 

Adults  need  service  activities  and  projects  within  and 
without  the  local  congregation.  The  giving  of  time,  en- 
ergy, talents,  and  money  to  the  support  of  the  church 
is  the  obligation  of  each  church  member.  Adults  also 
have  an  obligation  to  co-operate  with  the  community 
groups  and  agencies  which  are  working  for  civic  and  so- 
cial righteousness. 

Adult  Leaders  and  Their  Growth. 

Every  church  needs  many  adult  leaders.  All  offices  of 
the  church  in  addition  to  teaching  must  for  the  most 
part  be  filled  by  adults.  Hence  a  great  variety  of  quali- 
fications are  demanded.  Adult  leaders  must  have  char- 
acter, enthusiasm,  and  zeal.  Some  outstanding  achieve- 
ment is  not  necessary  in  order  to  be  a  good  leader. 
There  should  be  understanding  of  adults,  how  they  think 
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and  act.  The  adult  leader  may  get  help  from  books 
and  other  literature  in  this  field.  He  will  also  find  adult 
conferences,  training  classes,  and  observation  of  other 
leaders  very  helpful. 


U.  C.  A.  M.  Conierence  at  Bridgewater  College 

By  Mrs.  A.  R.  Showalter,  Keyser,  West  Virginia 
Bridgewater  College  was  host  to  the  Central  Atlantic 
United  Christian  Adult  Movement  Conference  June  16- 
23.  More  than  one  hundred  delegates,  representing 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  denominations  and  two  races 
were  together  for  a  week  of  intensive  study  and  plan- 
ning together.  Harry  C.  Munro  of  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education  led  the  conference,  very 
ably  assisted  by  a  faculty  representing  many  interests 
and  religious  groups. 

ADULT   DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Studies  in  the  Christian  Use  of  Money 
Part  II.    The  Use  of  Money  in  Building  the  Kingdom 

Scripture:     Acts  1:6-8;  Matt.   13:31-33 
Sunday,  October  26 

I.  The  Situation  Facing  Us. 

1.  The  business  of  Christians  is  to  witness  for  Christ 
throughout  the  world.  This,  under  present  conditions, 
cannot  be  done  without  the  use  of  money.  The  church 
is  the  organization  whose  chief  purpose  is  to  do  this  job. 
Hence  Christians  are  obligated  to  support  the  church 
with  money  as  well  as  both  time  and  prayers. 

2.  Church  funds  are  handled  regularly  by  consecrated 
and  intelligent  people  and  few  serious  mistakes  are  made 
in  the  administration  of  these  sacred  funds.  However, 
no  human  is  infallible  and  hence  errors  occur  once  in  a 
while. 

3.  It  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  every  church  mem- 
ber to  inform  himself  as  to  the  way  his  church  handles 
money.    Much  criticism  grows  out  of  ignorance. 

4.  James  Russell  Lowell  said,  "Show  me  a  place  on 
this  planet  ten  miles  square,  where  a  man  may  live  in 
decency,  comfort,  and  security,  supporting  and  educat- 
ing his  children;  a  place  where  age  is  reverenced,  infancy 
respected,  womanhood  honored,  and  human  life  held  in 
due  regard,  and  I  will  show  you  a  place  where  the  gos- 
pel has  gone  before  and  laid  the  foundation." 

II.  Suggestions  for  Discussion. 

1.  Why  do  large  numbers  of  church  members  refuse 
or  neglect  to  share  financially  in  the  missionary  and  oth- 
er enterprises  of  the  church? 

2.  Is  it  fair  for  anyone  to  accept  the  recognized  bene- 
fits of  Christianity  and  not  uphold  and  support  the 
church? 

3.  Is  it  fair  to  make  our  church  suffer  because  it,  un- 
like other  institutions,  does  not  compel  our  service  or 
our  payment  for  value  received? 

4.  What  percentage  of  the  official  members  of  your 
church  are  fully  acquainted  with  the  program  of  the 
church  at  large? 

5.  Why  doesn't  the  church  have  fixed  dues  like  a  club? 

6.  Why  do  so  many  business  men  fail  to  use  their 
business  intelligence  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the 
church? 

7.  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  results  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  church  from  missionary  and  relief 
enterprises? 


The  U.  C.  A.  M.  is  a  movement  launched  at  Lake  Ge- 
neva in  July  1936,  which  is  "a  voluntary  fellowship  of 
denominational,  interdenominational,  and  other  Chris- 
tian agencies  in  the  field  of  work  with  adults  through 
which  a  co-operative  program  of  more  effective  work 
may  be  carried  forward.  Its  big  objective  is  to  realize 
an  active,  vital  Christian  experience  for  every  adult,  in 
every  phase  of  life. 

The  plan  of  procedure  is  as  follows:  first,  study;  sec- 
ond, worship;  third,  action.  Seven  areas  of  experience 
are  emphasized:  (1)  The  Bible  in  Life,  (2)  Personal 
Faith  and  Experience,  (3)  Christian  Family  Life,  (4) 
Church  Life  and  Outreach,  (5)  Community  Issues,  (6) 
Major  Social  Problems,  and  (7)  World  Relations.  An 
interpretation  of  each  of  these  areas  is  available  through 
our  adult  director,  D.  D.  Funderburg.  The  Bridgewater 
conference  considered  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4  and  7. 

We  have  in  this  movement  a  rare  opportunity  to  join 
hands  with  Christians  of  other  faiths  and  races.  A 
united  effort  is  needed  in  order  to  build  a  Christian  so- 
cial order.  Not  that  we  have  attained  a  full  Christian 
experience,  but  that  we  press  on  to  a  fuller  experience 
with  the  Master  as  guide  during  our  adult  years,  seems 
to  be  the  goal  of  the  U.  C.  A.  M. 

The  1941  conference  voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  a 
similar  conference  for  1942,  to  be  held  at  Bridgewater, 
time  to  be  worked  out  later.  Brethren  people  have  an 
opportunity  here  not  offered  many  groups.  The  fellow- 
ship with  other  faiths  and  races  is  one  not  found  any- 
where else. 

When  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  International  Jour- 
nal announce  the  U.  C.  A.  M.  dates  for  your  region  for 
1942,  put  the  date  down  in  the  "must  not  forget"  book. 
Plan  now  to  attend. 


If  You  Are  a  Teacher  of  Adults 

By  Ora  W.  Garber,  Elgin,  Illinois 
Be  informed  on  the  lesson  material  to  the  greatest 
possible  degree  according  to  the  time  and  resources 
available  for  your  preparation.  Careless  handling  of 
the  Word  cannot  be  "approved  of  God"  and  gives  one  no 
hope  of  being  "a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed."  Excellent  help  can  be  had  in  the  Brethren 
Teachers'  Monthly  and  other  publications.  None  of 
these,  however,  is  a  substitute  for  the  Bible  itself. 

Choose  discriminatingly  your  method  of  approach  to 
your  lesson.  You  can  approach  it  from  the  angle  of  the 
topic  or  from  the  angle  of  the  life  situation  portrayed 
or  suggested.  The  former  sees  the  lesson  as  a  body  of 
truth  to  be  applied  to  life — or  at  least  to  be  intellectual- 
ly comprehended.  The  latter  sees  the  varied  needs  of 
human  life  and  draws  upon  the  Biblical  material  of  the 
lesson  for  help  in  meeting  them.  Each  approach  has 
value,  and  the  choice  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
which  will  produce  the  best  results.  But  whatever  the 
method  chosen,  you  should  have  the  lesson  life-directed. 
The  members  of  your  class  are  facing  many  problems 
and  need  the  help  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  can  give. 
Learning  Biblical  facts  is  not  enough.  Their  relevance 
to  present-day  life  must  be  seen  and  accepted.  Present 
the  lesson  in  the  most  interesting  way  possible.  There 
are  as  many  ways  of  presentation  as  there  are  lessons — 
and  teachers. 

Use  visual  help  in  presenting  the  lesson.     This  may 
involve  some  reading  of  the  printed  text  in  the  class 
(Continued  on  Page   18) 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  October  12 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christ  Our  Savior. — Matt.  20: 
25-28;  Luke  19:1-10.  Golden  Text,  For  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
ever believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eter- 
nal life.    John  3:16. 

Christian  Workers,  How  Improve  the  Leaders  of  the 
Church  School? 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  We  Would  Be  Building. 

Intermediates,  Our  Gang. 

•        •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  La  Porte  church,  Ind. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Mound  church,  Mo. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Summit  Mills  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Olean  church,  Va.,  Sister  Garnet 
Tiller,  evangelist. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Brandt  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Alton 
Bucher,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Richland  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Clyde 
Weaver,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Moscow  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Earl 
Bowman,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Pulaski  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Guy 
Wampler,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Manor  church,  Md.,  Bro.  Roy 
K.  Miller,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Bethel  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  B. 
W.  Smith,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Lone  Star  church,  Tenn.,  Bro.  J. 
R.  Jackson,  evangelist. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  White  Hill  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
J.  H.  Kirby,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Barren  Ridge  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
M.  R.  Wolfe,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Tenn.,  Bro. 
Frank  W.  Isenberg,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Topeco  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Wen- 
dell Flory,  summer  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro. 
Oscar  Bowman,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Jones  Chapel  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Elwood  F.  Humphreys,  pastor,  Bro.  F.  B.  Layman,  evan- 
gelist. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  South  St. 
Joseph  church,  Mo.,  Brother  and  Sister  A.  W.  Adkins, 
evangelists. 

Seventeen  baptized  at  the  Montezuma  church,  Beaver 
Creek  congregation,  Va.,  Brethren  E.  S.  Coffman  and  M. 
Guy  West,  evangelists. 

Six  baptized  and  two  received  as  associate  members 
in  the  Maple  Grove  church,  Kans.,  Brother  and  Sister  G. 
G.  Canfield,  evangelists. 


•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers   carry? 

Bro.  C.  M.  Key  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Oct.  26,  in  the  Oak 
Grove  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Horace  Spangler  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Nov.  2-16,  in 
the  Brick  church,  Va. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  Nov.  9,  in  the  Frank- 
lin Grove  church,  111. 

Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  Oct.  13-26,  in  the 
Cherry  Lane  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Miller  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the 
Hutchinson  church,  Kans. 

Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter  of  Sipesville,  Pa.,  Oct.  27 — Nov. 
2,  in  the  Geiger  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Leonard  Birkin  of  Independence,  Kans.,  Nov.  3, 
in  the  Verdigris  church,  Kans. 

Brother  and  Sister  Oliver  H.  Austin,  Nov.  23 — Dec.  7, 
in  the  Brookville  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Van  B.  Wright  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Oct.  27— Nov. 
9,  in  the  Huntington  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  Nov. 
17,  in  the  Huntsdale  church,  Pa. 

Sister  Martha  H.  Keller  of  Worthington,  Minn.,  Oct. 
5-19,  in  the  Worthington  church. 

Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy  of  Stet,  Mo.,  Oct.  6-20  in  the  Ap- 
panoose church,  Overbrook,  Kans. 

Bro.  A.  Wayne  Carr  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  Oct.  13-26,  in  the 
Warriors  Mark  church,  Spring  Mount  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  C.  D.  Brendlinger,  pastor,  assisted  by  Bro.  Law- 
rence Bianchi,  Oct.  13  in  the  Cherry  Grove  church,  Md. 

Bro.  John  T.  Glick  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Oct.  12-26,  in 
the  Ninth  Street  church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the 
Keyser  church,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  23 — Dec.  7,  in  the  Clover- 
dale  church,  Va. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  B.  M.  Flory's  address  is  changed  from  Staunton 
to  Waynesboro,  Va.,  R.  1. 

Bro.  J.  A.  Strohm  has  closed  his  work  with  the  Rich- 
land Center  church  of  Northeastern  Kansas  and  is  open 
for  another  pastoral  engagement,  rural  preferred. 

Two  alternate  delegates  to  the  Richmond  Standing 
Committee  not  known  to  us  when  the  committeemen 
were  mentioned  are  Eld.  R.  E.  Clarke  of  Tennessee  and 
Eld.  J.  D.  Brower  of  Southern  Iowa. 

Bro.  H.  D.  Jones  of  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  is  now  in  the  midst 
of  the  meeting,  postponed  on  account  of  infantile 
paralysis,  in  the  Rummel  congregation  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania. 

We  are  grateful  to  Brother  A.  L.  Gross  and  wife  of 
Bowmont,  Idaho,  for  including  us  in  their  tour  of  visita- 
tion. Sister  F.  H.  Crumpacker  and  daughter  Haven  had 
come  with  them  as  far  as  their  respective  objectives 
permitted.    We  expect  Bro.  Frank  also  to  be  heard  from 
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Sister  W.  M.  Wine  and  family  of  Woodside,  Del.,  wish 
to  thank  their  friends  for  the  many  letters  and  cards  re- 
ceived in  connection  with  their  recent  bereavement,  too 
numerous  to  answer  personally. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Studebaker  of  Bethany  Hospital  will  speak 
at  10:30  a.  m.,  Saturday,  Oct.  18,  in  the  Nettle  Creek  con- 
gregation of  Southern  Indiana  at  the  Brick  church,  offi- 
ciate at  the  love  feast  that  evening  and  preach  both 
morning  and  evening  next  day,  Sunday,  the  19th. 

Arrived  safe  and  sound,  Sept.  19,  at  Garkida,  Nigeria, 
West  Africa,  without  benefit  of  the  Atlantic  or  any  other 
ocean  except  the  unbounded  one  of  Infinite  Love,  Verda 
Claire  Faw.  We  rejoice  with  the  parents  and  pray  that 
wisdom  sufficient  for  their  great  responsibility  may  be 
vouchsafed  to  them. 

More  first  timers  who  came  our  way  in  their  vacation 
journey ings  were  Brother  and  Sister  E.  K.  Beekley  of 
Long  Beach,  Calif.,  formerly  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  with 
their  daughter,  Maxene,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Don  Dis- 
ler  of  Akron,  Ohio,  friends  of  the  Shrivers  and  therefore 
of  all  the  rest  of  us. 

Bro.  Joseph  Bowman  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  writes,  re- 
ferring to  his  misfortune  on  the  way  home  from  the  La 
Verne  Conference:  "I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation 
through  the  Gospel  Messenger  to  the  many  friends  for 
their  cards,  letters,  gifts  and  especially  their  prayers 
while  in  hospital  and  since  home,  all  of  which  are  cre- 
ative of  courage  and  strength  in  greater  helpful  living 
as  well  as  bodily  healing.  Broken  limbs  are  healing 
nicely.    Can  begin  to  get  around  in  the  house,  for  which 

I  am  thankful." 

•        •        • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Annual  reports  from  churches  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1941,  are  due  im- 
mediately. 

The  Beaver  church  of  Middle  Iowa  will  have  home- 
coming and  rally  day  with  basket  dinner  Oct.  19.  "Wel- 
come extended  to  all." 

A  home-coming  and  rally  day  service  at  the  Maitland 
church,  Dry  Valley  congregation  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  announced  for  Oct.  19. 

Anyone  having  a  copy  of  Falkenstein's  History  of  the 
German  Baptist  Brethren  Church,  and  willing  to  part 
with  it,  will  do  a  favor  by  communicating  with  Albert 
G.  Hann,  Caucasian  Queens,  Glen  Gardner,  N.  J. 

Tomorrow,  Oct.  12,  the  Olivet  church  of  Northeastern 
Ohio  will  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  be- 
ginning of  Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone's  ministry.  An  all-day 
meeting  with  basket  dinner  is  on  the  program.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  Leckrone  will  preach  from  the  text  used 
for  his  first  sermon. 


For  Your  1941-42  Church  Program 

The  Church  at  Work  Calendar  has  been  used 
for  several  years  by  ministers  and  other  church 
workers  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  con- 
tains suggestions,  plans  and  programs  for  the 
church  year.  All  officers  of  local  churches 
should  use  this  important  guide  throughout  the 
year.  Order  your  copies  from  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin, 
Illinois.     Price  5c  each,  6  for  25c. 


"May  I  suggest  that  it  contain  recipes  for  making  the 
very  simple  things,  as  well  as  more  complicated  cook- 
ing," so  writes  Mrs.  Wayne  L.  Goar  regarding  the  new 
cook  book.  What  do  you  say?  See  Messenger  for  Sept. 
27,  page  4. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  14.  8:00  p.  m.,  E.  S.  T.,  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
will  speak  over  Mutual  Broadcasting  System  on  The 
Church's  Responsibility  to  Youth.  Sunday,  Oct.  26,  3:00 
p.  m.,  E.  S.  T.,  Nelson  Rockefeller  will  speak  over  N.  B. 
C.  blue  network  on  Religion's  Responsibility  to  the  Na- 
tion. 

The  Oakland  church  of  Southern  Ohio  has  rally  day 
and  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  tomorrow,  Oct. 
12.  President  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  will  give  the  morning  and  afternoon  address- 
es. "All  former  members  and  friends  as  well  as  other 
congregations  are  invited." 

Ministers  please  note.  The  following  books  will  be 
removed  from  the  Gish  Fund  list  when  our  present  sup- 
ply is  exhausted:  224,  The  Minister's  Job;  252,  I  Have 
a  Stewardship;  284,  Windows  That  Let  in  the  Light. 
Copies  of  numbers  248,  277  and  281  are  no  longer  avail- 
able through  the  Gish  Fund.  Watch  for  an  announce- 
ment of  new  books  late  this  month. 

Southern  Pennsylvania  district  meeting,  Oct.  28,  29, 
will  be  in  our  own  church  in  Shippensburg.  About  two 
blocks  west  on  Orange  Street  between  Prince  and  Penn 
is  the  United  Brethren  church  where  the  elders  will 
convene.  From  Carlisle  on  route  11 — Governor  Ritner 
highway,  or  from  places  west  on  route  11,  come  to  Wash- 
ington Street  300  East,  watch  for  sign  pointing  toward 
church  two  blocks  away. 

Brethren  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  is  off  the 
press  and  is  being  mailed  now.  The  book  was  written 
by  John  Heckman  and  J.  E.  Miller,  contains  260  pages, 
of  which  twenty  are  halftones  with  124  pictures.  Who's 
Who  records  brief  sketches  of  188  people.  Present  price 
is  $1.50.  After  January  one  the  price  will  be  $2.00.  This 
latest  history  of  a  state  district  is  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  list  of  district  histories  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

Special  announcement.  Last  winter  it  was  predicted 
our  government  would  be  in  a  shooting  war  by  July 
1941 — but  it  hasn't  happened  yet.  And  it  does  not  have 
to  happen.  With  all  the  pressure  for  a  war  of  "defense" 
you  don't  want  it,  and  the  American  people  don't  want 
it.  The  large  majority  are  reluctant  and  even  opposed 
to  war.  Therein  lies  some  hope  however  threatening 
conditions  may  look  here  in  America  and  abroad.  Con- 
gress itself  has  stiffened  against  entering  the  war,  and  if 
they  hear  often  from  the  folks  back  home,  an  increasing 
number  of  congressmen  will  oppose  our  getting  into 
war.  Will  you  lend  your  weight  to  their  efforts?  If  so, 
sit  down  today  and  write  your  own  representative  in 
congress,  both  of  the  senators  from  your  state,  and 
President  Roosevelt.  Send  copies  of  your  cards  or  let- 
ters to  Senators  Robert  LaFollette  of  Wisconsin,  Burton 
Wheeler  of  Montana  and  Gerald  P.  Nye  of  North  Da- 
kota. They  are  carrying  much  of  the  heavy  burden. 
Write  your  own  message,  but  urge  that  we  stay  out  of 
war,  that  we  try  to  stop  the  killing,  both  in  Europe  and 
Asia,  that  we  feed  the  starving  on  both  continents,  and 
that  we  begin  to  work  for  reconstruction  now.  We  still 
have  some  freedom  here  in  America.  If  you  help  now 
and  from  now  on,  you  may  make  the  difference  between 
war  and  peace. — Dan  West,  Peace  Representative  for  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Sunday-school    Convention    and    Young    People's 
Conference  of  the  Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania 

The  Sunday-school  Convention  and  Young  People's 
Conference  of  the  Middle  District  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
vened in  the  New  Enterprise  church  on  Aug.  26  and  27. 
Bro.  Perry  L.  Huffaker  was  chorister  for  the  convention 
and  Sister  Virginia  Beach  for  the  conference.  The 
theme  used  by  the  young  people  was  Building  With 
Christ.  The  guest  speakers  for  these  meetings  were  Bro. 
L.  Avery  Fleming  and  Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover 
Kulp.  At  the  opening  session  of  the  convention,  Bro. 
Fleming  discussed  the  subject,  Consider  the  Children. 
The  key,  he  said,  to  a  better  world  is  to  give  due  con- 
sideration to  the  children.  The  points  emphasized  were: 
we  must  make  a  path,  we  must  set  a  pace  and  we  must 
develop  the  ability  to  endure.  At  the  evening  session  he 
gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  his  recent  trip  to  Mexico, 
and  discussed  with  the  young  people,  Youth  Building 
With  Christ.  Bro.  Kulp  discussed  in  a  very  helpful  way, 
Methods  of  Promoting  Christian  Education  in  Afri- 
ca, Progress  of  the  Work,  and  African  Youth  in  King- 
dom Building.  At  the  women's  work  meeting  Sister 
Kulp  spoke  on  African  Women  Serving  Christ.  At  the 
young  people's  conference  she  discussed  the  subject  of 
African  Literature  and  Education. 

Helpful  conferences  were  held  by  the  various  groups; 
women's  work,  men's  work,  young  people,  intermediate 
workers  and  children's  workers. 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  the  junior  choir  of  the 
New  Enterprise  church,  The  Koontz  Gospel  Singers  and 
groups  from  Martinsburg,  Roaring  Spring  and  Lewis- 
town. 

Brother  Charles  Cherry  of  Lewistown  was  elected  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  to  suc- 
ceed Sister  Rhodes.  Bro.  Kenneth  Morse  was  re-elected 
as  adult  adviser  with  Sister  Mildred  Sollenberger  as  as- 
sociate adviser.  Robert  Sollenberger,  Willard  Rhodes, 
Joanne  Berkheimer,  Maude  Helsel  and  Glenn  Holsinger 
were  elected  as  members  of  the  Young  People's  Cabinet. 

Bro.  Perry  Huffaker,  who  recently  assumed  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Spring  Run  church,  gave  the  vesper  mes- 
sage and  had  charge  of  the  dedication  of  life  and  means 
and  installation  of  the  newly  elected  cabinet  officers. 

Inasmuch  as  Bro.  Merril  Heinz,  one  of  the  cabinet 
members,  was  going  to  the  C.  O.  camp  at  Kane  within  a 
few  days,  he  was  commended  for  his  stand  consistent 
with  the  pacifist  principles  of  our  church  and  was 
asked  to  carry  greetings  of  the  conference  with  him. 
The  chautauqua  salute  was  given  to  him. 

New  Enterprise,  Pa.  Sara  G.  Replogle. 


District  Meeting  of  Second  West  Virginia 

The  district  meeting  of  Second  West  Virginia  con- 
vened Aug.  21-23  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church.  The 
brethren  here,  prior  to  this  meeting,  had  gone  to  some 
expense  in  repairs  on  the  church,  building  a  large  kitch- 
en wherein  meals  could  be  served,  and  painting  the 
house  inside  and  out. 

Thursday  afternoon  was  given  to  the  board  meeting 
and  elders'  meeting.  In  the  evening  Bro.  A.  Stauffer 
Curry  was  to  give  an  address  on  the  subject  of  Peace  in 
a  World  at  War,  but  on  account  of  an  auto  accident  did 
not  arrive,  and  so  Bro.  Robert  Byrd  gave  the  address. 


Friday,  9:30  a.  m.,  was  scheduled  for  the  opening  of 
district  conference.  The  retiring  moderator,  whose  duty 
it  is  according  to  our  arrangements  to  conduct  the  serv- 
ice until  a  reader  and  a  writing  clerk  are  elected,  had 
not  yet  arrived,  so  we  started  the  service  before  he  came. 
Retiring  Moderator  W.  J.  Row  was  elected  reader  and 
Eld.  J.  J.  Scrogum,  who  had  already  been  appointed 
secretary  to  the  board  of  administration  for  three  years, 
was  elected  writing  clerk  for  the  same  period. 

The  meeting  was  then  turned  over  to  the  moderator 
elect,  the  writer.  After  his  address  the  meeting  was  de- 
clared ready  for  business.  The  unfinished  business  was 
first  taken  up. 

Art.  1.  from  last  year's  report,  which  was  spread  on 
the  minutes  for  consideration,  asking  that  all  dis- 
trict gatherings  be  held  in  the  Junior  church,  was 
granted,  except  district  meeting,  which  is  to  go  in  turn 


If  You  Are  a  Teacher  of  Adults 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 
hour.  On  rare  occasions  the  formerly  common  prac- 
tice of  "reading  around  the  class"  verse  by  verse  may 
yet  be  effective.  Occasionally  the  reading  of  the  entire 
lesson  text  by  one  capable  reader  is  helpful.  Reading 
the  lesson  silently  before  beginning  the  discussion  is 
sometimes  good  procedure.  The  visual  presentation  of 
the  lesson  may  also  include  some  use  of  the  blackboard 
(the  writer  has  found  it  useful  in  almost  every  class 
period  and  strongly  recommends  its  use).  You  do  not 
need  to  be  an  artist  to  make  simple  drawings,  dia- 
grams, charts,  toothpick  pictures,  maps  and  other  aids  to 
the  understanding  of  truth.  Key  words,  questions  and 
outlines  placed  on  the  board  may  prove  valuable.  The 
showing  of  printed  maps,  charts  and  prints  or  copies  of 
masterpieces  of  sacred  art  is  also  commendable  if  well 
handled.  Even  object  lessons  may  be  used  to  advantage 
by  a  resourceful  teacher. 

Illustrate  your  teaching  with  suitable  stories.  Adults 
as  well  as  children  love  stories  and  will  more  readily 
grasp  and  retain  truth  skillfully  illustrated.  You  might 
well  study  Jesus'  masterful  method  of  using  gripping 
stories. 

Reports  or  special  contributions  by  members  of  the 
class  provide  variation  and  add  interest.  Such  items 
should  be  arranged  for  in  advance. 

Sometimes  you  may  want  to  use  the  lecture  or  semi- 
lecture  method  of  teaching.  But  among  Brethren  peo- 
ple the  discussion  method  seems  the  best.  Let  your 
class  discuss  the  lesson  under  your  guidance.  Refuse, 
however,  to  be  sidetracked  by  irrelevant  contributions, 
but  if  you  find  a  sincere  search  for  truth  on  some  other 
theme  in  the  mind  of  a  class  member  you  might  well 
arrange  a  private  discussion  with  him.  You  will,  of 
course,  stimulate  discussion  by  comments  and  questions. 

There  is  no  necessity,  and  also  no  excuse,  for  getting 
in  a  rut  and  being  satisfied  to  stay  there.  The  teacher 
who  takes  his  call  as  a  sacred  responsibility  will  not  al- 
low this  to  happen. 

Put  your  best  into  your  teaching.  Remember  One 
who  promised  aid  to  those  who  are  trying  to  do  his 
work. 

Look  upon  your  teaching  as  an  opportunity,  not  as  a 
burden.  You  will  find  it  a  joyous  experience,  one  that 
enriches  your  own  life  as  well  as  the  lives  of  those  with 
whom  you  share. 
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to  each  congregation  asking  for  it.  All  business  was 
disposed  of  in  a  very  pleasant  way. 

Bro.  Robert  Byrd  remains  field  secretary  for  another 
year.  Eld.  H.  C.  Sanders  is  moderator-elect  for  the  1942 
district  conference,  which  will  convene  in  the  Shiloh 
church  Aug.  22,  24.  The  twenty-third  will  be  confer- 
ence day.  The  writer  was  elected  Standing  Committee 
delegate  for  1942,  Eld.  W.  J.  Row,  alternate.  Eld.  J.  J. 
Scrogum  was  elected  member  of  the  Annual  Conference 
locating  committee. 

Bro.  Peter  I.  Garber,  who  was  at  this  time  conducting 
evangelistic  services  at  Shiloh,  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry, 
Southeastern  Regional  director,  and  Bro.  Omer  B. 
Maphis,  sales  director  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House, 
were  with  us  and  were  a  great  inspiration  to  the  meet- 
ing. 

Many  of  us  have  never  seen  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  but  Bro.  Maphis  and  his  son  John  brought  the 
House  to  us,  showing  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  at 
work  by  projection  slides. 

Bro.  Maphis  arrived  on  Thursday  and  placed  on  ex- 
hibition quite  a  number  of  books  and  other  publications. 
Many  of  us  had  met  him  before  and  were  certainly  hap- 
py to  have  him  in  our  midst  again.  He  remained  with 
us  till  after  the  ministerial  meeting  on  Saturday.  This 
also  was  a  very  inspiring  meeting.  Brother  and  Sister 
John  B.  Grimley,  who  were  serving  the  district  in  teach- 
ing daily  vacation  Bible  schools  and  doing  some  evan- 
gelistic work,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  M.  Shull, 
summer  pastors  at  Glady,  were  with  us  in  this  meeting. 
These  workers  were  reported  as  having  done  very  satis- 
factory work. 

In  the  evening,  as  has  been  our  custom,  a  love  feast 
was  held.  Bro.  J.  J.  Scrogum  officiated,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Ernest  Shull.  Thirty-six  surrounded  the  tables  of  the 
Lord.  While  our  number  was  small,  the  service  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  all,  and  thus  ended  the  1941  dis- 
trict conference  of  Second  West  Virginia. 

Independence,  W.  Va.  A.  C.  Auvil. 


Women's  Work  Meeting,  Northern  Virginia 

The  churches  of  the  Northern  District  of  Virginia 
were  well  represented  at  the  nineteenth  annual  confer- 
ence of  the  council  of  women's  work,  held  in  the  Har- 
risonburg church  on  Sept.  4.  Approximately  two  hun- 
dred women  were  present,  representing  seventeen 
churches  of  the  district. 

Mrs.  Ralph  Myers,  district  chairman,  presided.  Mrs. 
Eva  Huffman  had  charge  of  the  music  with  Mrs.  Dove 
Miller  as  pianist.  The  morning  session  opened  with  an 
organ  prelude  by  Miss  Ruth  Spitzer.  After  a  short 
business  session,  including  the  roll  call  of  the  churches, 
report  of  delegates  and  election  of  officers,  members  of 
"the  Garber's  church  conducted  an  inspiring  worship 
service  centered  around  the  theme,  Toward  Better 
Homes. 

Echoes  from  the  La  Verne  Conference  were  given  in 
an  interesting  way  by  Miss  Mamie  Myers  of  Broadway 
and  Mrs.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg.  The  address 
of  the  morning  by  Mrs.  Newton  Landis  of  Front  Royal 
on  the  subject  of  Child  Training  as  a  Requisite  to  Good 
Citizenship,  was  timely  and  greatly  appreciated. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with  the  singing  of  a 
congregational  hymn,  and  Mrs.  Fred  Kline  of  Harrison- 
burg led  in  a  brief  meditation,  song  and  prayer  service 
in  memory  of  Mrs.  L.  S.  Miller,  who  passed  away  during 


the  year.  Members  of  the  Mill  Creek  church  conducted 
the  worship  service,  again  centering  our  thoughts  on 
Home.  The  guest  speaker,  Mrs.  Samuel  Harley  of  New 
Hope,  gave  a  challenging  address  on  how  to  manage  a 
home  and  maintain  a  Christian  atmosphere.  She  made 
a  strong  appeal  to  the  mothers  to  emphasize  the  things 
in  life  that  are  instrumental  in  maintaining  a  Christian 
home  in  these  changing  times.  A  special  feature  of  the 
afternoon  was  a  playlet  by  the  Greenmount  church  en- 
titled The  Uncrowned  Queen,  which  portrayed  mother- 
hood and  was  a  fitting  close  to  the  program. 

During  the  business  session  Miss  Olive  Flory  was 
elected  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Early  Wakeman,  di- 
rector of  home  enrichment;  Mrs.  Nellie  Wampler,  di- 
rector of  Bible  study.  An  offering  was  lifted  which 
amounted  to  $24.37.  The  secretary  reported  that  a  new 
apportionment  of  the  churches  had  been  made  in  order 
that  we  might  reach  our  quota  for  the  national  project. 
As  a  district  project  it  was  voted  to  make  a  contribution 
to  the  building  fund  for  the  new  church  at  Luray,  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  invitation  to  hold  the  meeting  next  year  at  the 
Newport  church  was  accepted. 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  Olive  Flory,  Secretary. 


In  Southern  Ohio 


During  August  it  was  my  privilege  to  spend  two 
weeks  in  the  Marble  Furnace  congregation  of  Southern 
Ohio.  Here  were  the  first  settlements  and  first  churches 
of  the  Brethren  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  Five  years  before 
Elder  Jacob  Miller  began  preaching  near  Dayton,  where 
now  the  large  congregations  of  Southern  Ohio  are  lo- 
cated, John  Countryman  came  into  Adams  County 
preaching  for  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  extended 
his  preaching  mission  trips  west  to  Clermont  County 
where  the  Stone  Lick  congregation  was  organized  be- 
fore 1800,  with  Elder  David  Stouder  in  charge.  John 
Garver  was  an  able  assistant.  Other  congregations  were 
organized  in  the  years  following:  Brush  Creek  (the 
Ridge),  Lexington  and  Hollowtown  in  Highland  County; 
Straight  Creek,  May  Hill,  Cassell's  Run  and  Marble 
Furnace  in  Adams  County. 

Into  this  territory  came  Robert  Calvert  from  Bedford 
County,  Virginia.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  1822.  His  wife,  Sallie  Stech,  had  been  a 
member  of  the  church  for  some  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children.  Ira,  William,  Mills  and 
Jesse  became  preachers  widely  known  in  southern  Ohio 
and  other  parts  of  the  brotherhood.  A  grandson,  Quin- 
ter  Calvert,  also  became  widely  known  for  his  ministry. 
Robert  Calvert  died  in  December  of  1851.  His  funeral 
was  preached  nearly  a  year  later  by  Sister  Sarah  Major. 
Sister  Major  was  the  first  woman  preacher  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren.  She  and  her  husband,  Thomas  Major, 
lived  in  this  section  and  did  much  work  among  these 
churches.  Some  of  them  had  good-sized  memberships 
at  one  time.  The  Ridge  congregation  claimed  a  mem- 
bership of  300.  It  was  near  the  famous  Serpent  Mound. 
Here  lived  Landon  West,  well  known  to  our  people  a 
generation  ago.  Among  many  things  for  which  Bro. 
West  became  known  was  his  theory,  referred  to  at 
length  by  some  authors,  that  the  Garden  of  Eden  was 
located  here  and  that  the  Serpent  Mound  has  reference 
to  the  Bible  story. 

During  the  unfortunate  years  of  division  in  the  church, 
these  congregations  declined.     It  became  a  kind  of  a 
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home  mission  field  of  Southern  Ohio.  It  remained  for  a 
native  son  to  greatly  revive  the  work.  Van  B.  Wright 
united  with  the  Lexington  congregation  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  was  called  to  the  ministry  when  sixteen,  and 
soon  after  became  a  home  missionary  worker.  In  1919 
he  was  married  to  Sister  Nora  Shively  of  Bourbon,  Ind. 
Together  they  worked  among  these  churches  until  called 
to  other  fields  of  service.  These  people  remember  their 
labors  of  love  and  speak  of  them  with  greatest  esteem. 
Now  their  son,  Bro.  Paul  J.  Wright,  is  pastor  of  the 
Marble  Furnace  congregation,  while  also  looking  after 
the  work  in  other  sections.  Though  young  and  unmar- 
ried he  is  doing  a  good  work  and  is  having  a  fine  in- 
fluence. Brethren  John  Garst  and  Rolland  Flory  were 
high  school  teachers  in  this  section  for  a  number  of 
years  and  did  good  work  for  the  churches.  The  people 
remember  that  Brother  and  Sister  Elmer  Wagoner 
spent  a  year  with  them  before  returning  to  work  in 
India. 

While  in  this  section  it  was  a  pleasure  to  visit  our 
ministers,  Frank  Custer  and  Ross  Davidson.  They  live 
in  territory  where  the  church  once  was  strong  but  are 
now  some  distance  from  the  Marble  Furnace  congrega- 
tion. The  congregation  is  not  large  but  there  are  sub- 
stantial homes  and  families.  The  outlook  for  the  future 
is  good. 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Otho  Winger. 


On  the  Way 

Glendora  is  only  eight  miles  from  La  Verne  and  may 
well  be  called  the  pepper-tree  town.  It  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  orange  empire.  Here  the  hoary  headed  Bro.  Lear 
serves  in  the  lower  church  and  the  young  Bro.  Cline 
works  in  the  upper.  Many  other  churches  are  in  Glen- 
dora, and  the  town  is  one  of  the  very  finest  extant  in 
point  of  superlative  sectarianism.  It  rivals  Judea  and 
Samaria.  The  woman  said,  "The  Jews  have  no  dealings 
with  the  Samaritans."  The  traveler  was  delighted  to 
see  the  Lears  attend  a  part  of  the  time  of  his  service 
there. 

It  was  lovely  to  visit  with  a  sister  in  the  flesh,  once 
the  life  companion  of  the  one-time  head  of  McPherson 
College,  and  dwelling  in  Long  Beach.  She,  too,  helped 
smooth  axles  of  car  wheels,  while  the  Glendorians  did 
their  part  generously  also. 

Fresno,  the  grape  and  raisin  city,  made  it  delightful 
through  Brother  Yoder  and  others.  It  was  here  that  the 
genial  and  artistic  globe  trotter  came  to  meet  his  one- 
time teacher,  and  later  fellow  teacher,  and  still  later 
companion  abroad.  He  is  a  sunshiner,  and  supplies 
travel  oil  to  the  passer-by.  Blessings  of  God  be  upon 
Brother  J.  M.  Cox  of  Clovis,  California! 

At  Waterford  the  interest  warmed,  deepened,  and 
widened.  Now  it  looks  like  a  Church  of  the  Brethren 
of  a  most  worthy  objective  may  emerge  from  a  some- 
what chaotic  atmosphere. 

Once  upon  a  time  in  Iowa  a  brother  drove  a  pair  of 
horses  twelve  miles  to  and  fro  three  weeks  without 
missing  a  night.  He  inspired  the  meeting.  At  Waterford 
a  brother  did  similarly  at  a  distance  of  sixty-four  miles. 
His  car  had  the  right  tune  of  enthusiasm. 

The  Waterford  small  group  know  how  to  smooth  the 
way  of  travel. 

The  regular  Church  of  the  Brethren  leaders  gave  help 
to  the  smaller  group  out  of  their  busy  hours.    The  hear- 


ing they  gave  the  visiting  brother  Sunday  evening,  July 
28,  was  inspiring  as  he  discoursed  in  simple  fashion  on 
The  Life  of  Christ. 

It  was  a  joy  to  arrive  home  once  more  after  a  stay  of 
eighty  days  plus,  and  seventy-three  sermons  and  8,000 
miles.  The  Lord  was  especially  good  to  his  humble 
servant.  July  23  marked  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  his 
call  to  the  ministry.  The  day  passed  unnoticed  and 
unemphasized,  although  a  part  of  his  entourage  On  the 
Way. 

The  children  are  kind  to  parents  and  especially  to 
mother,  gently  and  slowly  on  the  way  up  to  normalcy 
again.     "Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul!" 
.  Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


Central  Region  Ministers'  Conference 

H.  F.  Richards,  Conference  Director 
Monday,  October  20 
7:00  p.  m.  —Music,  Alvin  F.  Brightbill. 
7:30  p.  m. — Some   Outstanding   Needs   of  the   Church, 
Rufus  D.  Bowman. 

Tuesday,  October  21 

8:00  a.  m. — Devotions,  John  D.  Metzler. 

8:15  a.  m. — The  Minister's  Own  Spiritual  Development, 
G.  W.  Phillips. 

9:00  a.  m.- — Chapel,  The  Value  of  Religion  in  Our  Civi- 
lization, V.  F.  Schwalm. 
10:00  a.  m. — Effective  Preaching,  Edward  Frantz. 
11:00  a.  m.— Children's  Work,  Ruth  Shriver. 
11:15  a.  m. — Mexico's      International      Conference      on 

Christian  Education,  L.  Avery  Fleming. 
12:00  Noon — Adjournment. 

2:00  p.  m.— Vital  Ministerial  Problems,  H.  L.  Hart- 
sough. 

2:30  p.  m. — Discussion,  H.  F.  Richards. 

2:30  p.  m. — Meeting  of  Ministers'  Wives,  led  by  Mrs. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman. 

3:30  p.  m. — Discussion  in  smaller  fellowship  groups. 
Leaders:  Chas.  E.  Zunkel,  I.  D.  Leather- 
man,  J.  C.  Inman,  E.  R.  Fisher,  Harvey  R. 
Hostetler. 

3:30  p.  m. — Meeting  of  Women's  Work  Cabinets,  led 
by  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher. 

7:00  p.  m. — Music,  Alvin  F.  Brightbill. 

7:30  p.  m. — The  Ethical  Implications  of  the  Christian 
Faith,  V.  F.  Schwalm. 

Wednesday,  October  22 

8:00  a.  m. — Devotions,  W.  C.  Stinebaugh. 
8:15  a.  m.- — The    Minister's    Own    Spiritual    Develop- 
ment, G.  W.  Phillips. 
9:00  a.  m.— Chapel,    On    What    Shall    We    Rest    Our 

Faith?  V.  F.  Schwalm. 
10:00  a.  m. — Effective  Preaching,  Edward  Frantz. 
11:00  a.  m. — Young  People's  Work,  Raymond  R.  Peters. 
11:15  a.  m. — Our  Civilian  Public  Service  Program,  M. 

R.  Zigler. 
12:00  Noon — Adjournment. 

2:00  p.  m.— Vital    Ministerial    Problems,    H.    L.    Hart- 
sough. 
2:30  p.  m. — Discussion,  H.  F.  Richards. 
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2:30  p.  m. — Meeting  of  Ministers'  Wives,  led  by  Mrs. 
Rufus  D.  Bowman. 

3:30  p.  m. — Discussion  in  smaller  fellowship  groups. 
Leaders:  Chas.  E.  Zunkel,  I.  D.  Leather- 
man,  J.  C.  Inman,  E.  R.  Fisher,  Harvey  R. 
Hostetler. 

3:30  p.  m. — Meeting  of  Women's  Work  Cabinets,  led  by 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Fisher. 

7:00  p.  m. — Music,  Alvin  F.  Brightbill. 

7:30  p.  m. — Spiritual  Trends  in  South  America,  A.  W. 
Cordier. 

Thursday,  October  23 

8:00  a.  m. — Devotions,  Chas.  R.  Oberlin. 
8:15  a.  m. — The    Minister's    Own    Spiritual    Develop- 
ment, G.  W.  Phillips. 
9:00  a.  m. — Chapel,  The  Problem  of  Human  Suffering, 

V.  F.  Schwalm. 
10:00  a.  m. — Effective  Preaching,  Edward  Frantz. 
11:00  a.  m.— Adult  Work,  D.  D.  Funderburg. 
11:15  a.  m.— The  Need  of  Deep  Roots,  Leland  S.  Bru- 

baker. 
12:00  Noon — Adjournment. 
1:30  p.  m. — Discussion  on  Ministerial  Problems. 
3:20  p.  m. — Service  of  Consecration,  led  by  Harper  S. 
Will. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  and  the  General  Minis- 
terial Board  welcome  the  ministers,  their  wives,  and 
other  church  leaders  to  the  Central  Region  Ministers' 
Conference.  There  is  no  registration  fee.  Adequate 
plans  are  being  made  for  your  entertainment.  The 
homes  of  the  First  church  are  being  opened  for  the  vis- 
itors. The  Seminary  buildings  will  accommodate  only  a 
limited  number  of  the  visitors  this  year  because  of  the 
enlarged  student  body.  However,  the  Seminary  and 
First  church  will  adequately  care  for  the  visitors.  Meals 
may  be  secured  with  the  students  at  the  school  dining 
hall  or  at  adjoining  restaurants.  Plan  to  be  present  for 
the  first  session  of  the  Conference  on  Monday  evening 
and  remain  for  the  service  of  consecration  on  Thursday 
afternoon.    We  hope  to  see  you. 

To  reach  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  those  coming  by 
train  to  Chicago,  when  arriving  in  the  city,  may  take  a 
Garfield  Park  "L"  to  St.  Louis  station  and  then  walk 
one  block  north. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 

General  Ministerial  Board. 


Elder  Elias  B.  Lefever 

Elias  B.  Lefever  was  born  near  Bareville  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania,  Oct.  5,  1856.  As  a  boy  he  per- 
formed the  usual  chores  on  his  father's  farm,  attended 
country  school  and  exhibited  considerable  interest  in 
and  aptitude  for  mechanics. 

On  his  twenty-third  birthday  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Lydia  A.  Martzall,  also  of  Lancaster  County. 
They  had  one  son,  Paul,  who  lived  but  a  short  time  after 
birth. 

Although  he  was  reared  in  a  home  that  subscribed  to 
the  Mennonite  faith,  Elias  Lefever  became  greatly  in- 
terested in  the  teachings  of  the  Brethren.  He  was  soon 
convinced  that  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
were  nearer  the  ideals  and  practices  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment than  those  of  any  other  denomination.    He  and  his 


Wife  were  baptized  in  June  1884.  His  enthusiasm  for  the 
church  was  reflected  not  so  many  years  later  in  his  elec- 
tion to  the  ministry.  He  was  installed  Oct.  22,  1892,  and 
was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  in  1898.  In  all  he 
was  a  minister  more  than  forty-eight  years. 

In  1897  the  first  wife,  Lydia,  passed  away.  April  2, 
1899,  he  married  Emma  Welty  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.  To 
this  union  one  son,  Welty,  was  born. 

Early  in  1903  the  family  left  Pennsylvania  and  moved 
to  California  where  Elias  Lefever  assisted  in  the  found- 
ing of  the  Pasadena  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Here  in 
1907  he  was  ordained  an  elder  and  served  faithfully  in 
numerous  capacities  both  in  the  local  congregation  and 
in  the  district  of  Southern  California  and  Arizona. 

A  few  years  before  leaving  the  East  he  turned  from 
farming,  for  which  he  had  little  enthusiasm,  to  wood- 
working. While  serving  in  his  turn  as  a  minister  on 
Sundays,  he  made  a  living  for  his  family  as  a  carpenter 
and  builder.  He  derived  much  satisfaction  from  his 
trade  as  he  belonged  to  the  "old  school"  of  craftsmen 
who  take  just  pride  in  a  job  well  done. 

The  deepest  joys  of  his  life,  however,  centered  around 
his  activities  as  a  minister  and  elder  in  the  church.  To 
him  the  highest  calling  was  to  serve  the  Master.  This 
he  earnestly  tried  to  do  through  the  many  busy  years  of 
a  fruitful  life. 

Elias  B.  Lefever  passed  peacefully  out  of  this  world 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  June  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years  and  eight  months.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  pastor  of  the  Pasadena  church,  Bro. 
Grant  T.  McGuire.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Moun- 
tain View  cemetery  in  Pasadena. 

Elder  Lefever  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Emma  Welty 
Lefever,  his  son,  D.  Welty  Lefever,  his  grandson,  D. 
Welty  Lefever,  Jr.,  and  three  sisters  who  live  in  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 


Huntington  Park,  Calif. 


D.  Welty  Lefever. 


Our  Elder  Has  Gone  Home 

Faithfully  serving  the  Lord  and  his  work  as  long  as 
he  was  able,  and  knowing  his  time  to  go  was  near  at 
hand,  from  his  sickbed  he  still  served  and  planned  for 
the  flock  he  had  shepherded  for  so  long.  So  it  was  with 
hearts  heavy  with  sorrow  that  we  laid  our  elder  away 
beside  his  wife,  who  passed  away  only  four  short  months 
ago. 
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and 
Sister 
John  H. 
Brubaker 


Elder  John  Henry  Brubaker,  the  son  of  Jacob  O.  and 
Elizabeth  Brubaker,  was  born  Feb.  21,  1876,  at  Girard, 
HI.  When  he  was  ten  the  family  moved  to  McPherson, 
Kans.,  and  when  he  was  nineteen,  on  to  Crescent  City, 
Okla. 

On  Nov.  18,  1896,  he  was  married  to  Sister  Rosa  M. 
Decker  of  Burr  Oak,  Kans.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children,  one  son  dying  in  infancy  in  North  Dakota. 

In  1901,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Surrey,  N.  Dak.; 
in  1906  to  Rock  Lake,  N.  Dak.;  in  1912,  to  Monticello, 
Minn.  In  1917  they  moved  again,  this  time  to  Western 
Canada. 

Bro.  Brubaker  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord  in  his  early 
teens  and  was  baptized  at  McPherson,  Kans.  In  1897,  in 
the  Mt.  Hope  congregation,  Crescent  City,  Okla.,  he  was 
called  to  the  ministry  and  served  the  church  at  this 
point  till  his  removal  to  North  Dakota.  Here  he  served 
in  the  Surrey,  York,  Ellison,  and  Rock  Lake  congrega- 
tions. It  was  at  the  Ellison  church,  on  July  9,  1906,  that 
he  was  ordained  an  elder.  He  co-labored  with  Bro. 
Nickey  at  the  Monticello,  Minn.,  church  for  five  years. 

While  living  in  Western  Canada,  he  had  a  leading 
part  in  the  church  work  as  elder  of  churches,  chairman 
of  the  district  mission  and  ministerial  boards,  represent- 
ing this  district  several  times  on  Standing  Committee, 
the  last  time  in  1938  at  Lawrence,  Kans.  He  was  mod- 
erator of  our  district  conference  many  times.  He  held  a 
number  of  evangelistic  services,  baptized  many,  per- 
formed many  wedding  ceremonies,  and  conducted  many 
funerals.  He  was  always  willing  and  ready  to  go  where 
duty  called  him. 

About  a  year  ago  Bro.  Brubaker's  health  began  to 
fail.  He  underwent  an  operation  at  Christmas  time,  but 
the  relief  was  only  temporary.  He  suffered  much  and 
gradually  became  weaker  and  the  end  came  peacefully 
on  Sunday,  Aug.  17,  1941,  at  the  parsonage  in  Arrow- 
wood.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  passing,  three  sons:  Ray- 
mond, of  Calgary,  Alberta;  Wilbur  of  Arrowwood;  Clar- 
ence of  Ojai,  Calif.;  two  daughters,  Grace  and  Ruth,  at 
home;  six  grandchildren.  He  also  leaves  three  brothers 
and  four  sisters:  Enoch  L.,  of  Hermosa  Beach,  Calif.; 
William  R.  of  Live  Oak,  Calif.;  Chas.  E.  of  Arrowwood; 


Mrs.  Anna  Musselman,  Wawaka,  Ind.;  Mrs.  Laura  Mil- 
ler, Stanley,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Mary  Holderman,  Reedley, 
Calif.;  Mrs.  Rose  Norton,  Arrowwood. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Bow  Valley  church  and 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  M.  McCune  of  Irricana,  Al- 
berta. The  casket  and  rostrum  were  covered  with  floral 
sprays  and  wreaths  from  friends,  children  and  com- 
munity organizations  showing  in  their  mute  way  how 
well  he  was  loved  and  honored.  Interment  was  made 
in  the  Arrowwood  cemetery  beside  his  wife. 

Thus  has  passed  another  pioneer  leader  in  Western 
Canada — a  district  that  needs  leadership.  Who  will 
catch  up  the  torch  that  he  has  laid  down,  and  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  great  harvest  field? 

Arrowwood,  Alberta,  Canada.        Mrs.  S.  M.  Burger. 


Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Sterling,  Illinois,  Church 

On  July  28,  1941,  the  Sterling,  Illinois,  church  was  fifty  years 
old.  Accordingly,  it  was  thought  fitting  to  observe  this  impor- 
tant date  in  its  history  with  special  services,  inviting  former 
pastors  and  members  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  the  services 
of  the  day.  The  first  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  P.  R. 
Keltner,  who  served  the  church  for  fourteen  years,  were  unable 
to  be  present  because  of  poor  health.  Two  former  pastors  were 
present:  Brethren  Ellis  Studebaker  and  J.  F.  Baldwin.  Bro. 
John  Heckman,  elder,  who  has  been  continuously  associated  with 
the  church  since  its  founding,  was  also  present,  and  able  to 
contribute  much  in  the  way  of  historical  facts  and  interesting 
anecdotes.  Bro.  Studebaker,  the  earliest  pastor  alive,  outside  of 
Bro.  Keltner,  was  a  student  pastor  here  in  1908-09.  Bro.  Bald- 
win was  pastor  at  this  place  from  1929-34.  Both  contributed  ex- 
cellent sermons  on  the  anniversary  occasion. 

The  church  was  founded  in  1891  with  twenty-six  charter  mem- 
bers, few  of  whom  are  living  today.  One  is  Bro.  Ira  F.  Hoak 
of  Springfield,  Ohio,  the  first  Sunday-school  superintendent,  the 
first  church  clerk,  and  the  first  deacon  elected.  Many  descend- 
ants of  the  founders  were  present,  some  down  to  the  fourth,  and 
even  fifth,  generation. 

Mrs.  John  Miller,  whose  parents  were  both  charter  members, 
had  a  piece  of  the  first  communion  bread  used  at  this  place  on 
display,  along  with  many  photographs  of  early  members  which 
had  been  collected  for  the  occasion.  Sister  L.  M.  Kilhefner,  for 
many  years  the  church  chorister,  took  her  place  before  the  con- 
gregation and  led  the  spirited  singing  without  the  aid  of  an 
instrument,  as  she  had  done  for  years.  A  mixed  chorus  of  1921, 
organized  and  directed  by  Bro.  E.  F.  Caslow  when  he  was  the 
pastor,  sang  one  of  its  favorite  numbers,  All  Hail,  Immanuel. 
It  was  the  deep  regret  of  all  that  he  could  not  be  present  on  that 
day  to  again  direct  his  chorus.  A  mixed  quartet  of  1926  also 
furnished  a  song,  as  well  as  the  present  choir,  directed  by  Sister 
Bechtel.  Letters  received  from  former  pastors,  P.  R.  Keltner, 
S.  S.  Blough,  E.  F.  Caslow,  Merlin  Shull,  B.  N.  King  and  from 
Sister  Ezra  Flory,  were  read  by  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
program.  Many  messages  from  former  members  were  also  re- 
ceived and  read.  Reminiscenses  by  Bro.  John  Heckman,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Peter  Frantz,  Sister  Jennie  Hoak,  Bro.  Wayne 
Gerdes  and  Bro.  J.  F.  Baldwin  added  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  program.  The  Little  White  Church  at  Home,  written  by 
Sister  Helen  Eikenberry  for  this  service,  was  one  feature  of  the 
day.  Another  was  the  taking  of  a  group  picture  of  all  those 
present  during  the  noon  hour.  The  impressive  services  ended 
with  a  vibra-harp  Solo  by  Sister  Henry  Brubaker  and  benediction 
by  Bro.  Heckman.  The  committee  which  worked  so  faithfully 
and  well  in  planning  and  carrying  out  the  program  consisted  of 
Lloyd  Hoak,  chairman,  L.  M.  Kilhefner,  Mrs.  Irvin  Furry,  George 
Rigler,  Helen  Myers  and  Bro.  K.   C.   Bechtel. 


Sterling,  111. 


Helen   Hoak  Eikenberry. 


Death  of  Mrs.  Samuel  I.  Brumbaugh 

Sister  Elizabeth  B.  Brumbaugh,  wife  of  Eld.  Samuel  Brum- 
baugh, pastor  of  the  Raven  Run  Church  of  the  Brethren,  passed 
to  her  reward  on  June  27,  1941.  Death  followed  a  prolonged 
illness.  She  bore  her  suffering  with  great  patience  and  forti- 
tude. 

Elizabeth  Burket  Brumbaugh  was  born  in  Hopewell  Town- 
ship, Bedford  County,  on  June  30,  1877,  a  daughter  of  John  T. 
and  Minnie  Weaverling  Burket.  At  the  time  of  her  death  she 
was  aged  sixty-three  years,  eleven  months  and  twenty-seven 
days. 

On  Oct.  7,  1901,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Samuel  I. 
Brumbaugh,  who  survives  with  the  following  children:  Ray- 
mond and  Samuel  Brumbaugh  of  Akron,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Ralph  Mil- 
ler, Mrs.  Thomas  Rinard  and  Robert  Brumbaugh,  all  of  Saxton. 
Eight  brothers  and  sisters  also  survive.  Father  has  served  the 
Raven  Run  church  as  pastor  and  elder  for  the  past  forty-four 
years,  and  during  thirty-three  years  of  that  time  had  the  valuable 
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assistance  and  counsel  of  his  faithful  wife.  She  was  a  teacher 
in  the  Sunday  school,  having  taught  the  primary  class  for  thirty 
years.  She  was  also  an  active  member  of  the  ladies'  aid  society. 
In  both  of  these  capacities  she  gave  unstintingly  of  her  time  and 
talents.  In  church,  home  and  community  she  exemplified  the 
qualities  of  a  devout  Christian  woman.  Her  wide  influence  was 
evidenced  by  the  many  beautiful  floral  pieces  and  the  large 
crowd  in  attendance  at  her  funeral. 

Mother  possessed  a  beautiful  character  which  had  endeared 
her  to  all.  As  a  mother  and  neighbor  she  ministered  to  those  in 
need   of  her   aid   without   thought   of   self. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Raven  Run  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  assisted  by  Bro.  Fred 
Hoover  of  Saxton.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bunker 
Hill  cemetery. 

Saxton,  Pa.  Mrs.  Thomas  Rinard. 


Dedication  of  Sacred  Murals  in  Virginia  Churches 

On  the  cover  of  a  February  issue  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  ap- 
peared a  picture  of  a  mural  painted  in  a  baptistry  by  George 
Anglemeyer  of  Nappanee,  Indiana.  As  our  young  people  had 
been  planning  for  some  time  to  try  finding  someone  able  to  do 
this  type  of  work,  we  started  correspondence  with  the  artist. 
During  the  latter  part  of  August  he  came  to  our  community 
and  soon  started  work  on  a  mural  we  selected.  It  is  located  in 
the  cathedral  archway  in  the  rear  of  the  pulpit  in  our  Beaver 
Creek  church.  The  archway  is  set  back  twelve  inches  from  the 
main  wall  and  is  eight  feet  wide  by  ten  feet  in  height. 

The  mural  has  the  theme.  Beside  the  Still  Waters,  showing 
typical  Bible  land  scenery  with  artist  Plockhorst's  Good  Shep- 
herd as  a  central  attraction,  and  with  many  flowers  shown  in  the 
foreground. 

A  very  impressive  dedication  service  was  held  on  Sunday 
morning,  Sept.  7.  The  painting  was  unveiled  by  the  artist  and 
then  presented  to  the  church  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  leader,  Mrs. 
Carrie  Simmons.  Our  elder,  Bro.  A.  S.  Thomas,  accepted  the 
gift  for  the  church,  after  which  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  S.  Coffman, 
used  as  his  text  the  title  of  the  painting.  Special  music  was 
furnished  throughout  the  program. 

When  the  work  was  completed  the  Montezuma  group  of  the 
Beaver  Creek  congregation  was  so  impressed  with  the  picture 
that  the  ladies'  aid  commissioned  Mr.  Anglemeyer  to  paint  a 
mural  for  their  church.  The  subject,  By  Galilee,  was  selected 
and  painted  in  the  six-foot-square  recess  of  the  wall  back  of  the 
pulpit. 

This  shows  Jesus  seated  in  a  restful  posture  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Galilee.  The  sunset  scene  is  in  very  brilliant  colors  and  is 
most  impressive  when  lighted  with  the  thirty-inch  fluorescent 
light  at  the  top  of  the  painting. 

Many  could  not  find  seats  in  the  church  at  the  unveiling  and 
dedication  service  held  Sunday  night,  Sept.  21.  The  same  general 
program  was  used  as  at  the  Beaver  Creek  house,  except  the 
theme  and  music  were  fitted  to  the  subject  of  the  mural.  Both 
churches  were  decorated  with  ferns  and  flowers,  adding  much 
to  the  artistic  beauty  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Anglemeyer  is  now  painting  a  third  mural  for  another 
church  here  in  our  valley,  and  is  conferring  with  several  other 
church   groups  of   other   denominations. 

Bridgewater,   Va.  Ruth    V.    Miller. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Brown-Erismaa.— Mr.  Jesse  Brown  and  Miss  Leila  Erisman, 
July  4,  1941,  at  the  Pomona  Church  of  the  Brethren.— Harry  E. 
Thomas,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Brubaker-Brigden. — Bro.  Ellwyn  Brubaker  of  Pomona,  Calif., 
and  Miss  Jane  Lucile  Brigden  of  Ontario,  Calif.,  in  the  Hermosa 
Beach  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  16,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Galen  K.  Walker,  Hermosa  Beach,  Calif. 

Emmons-Draper. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Dr.  Marcus  Emmons  and  Miss  Lillian  Draper, 
both  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Aug.  26,  1941.— Earl  M.  Frantz,  Grundy 
Center,  Iowa. 

Erisman-Brown.— Mr.  William  Erisman  and  Miss  Gladys  Brown 
at  the  Pomona  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  10,  1941.— Harry  E. 
Thomas,   Pomona,    Calif. 

Fasnachi-Macklin.— Roger  Elwood  Fasnacht  of  Wiley,  Colo., 
and  Eleanor  Louise  Macklin  of  Canton,  Kans.,  in  the  home  of  the 
bride,  Aug.  20,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— Harold  D.  Fasnacht, 
Denver,   Colo. 

Hollobaugh-Bundy.— Arthur  E.  Hollobaugh  and  Ellen  Louise 
Bundy;  July  27,  1941,  in  the  Bethel  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Du- 
Bois,  Pa. — Lewis  S.  Knepper,   Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Hoover-Shinaberry. — Robert  David  Hoover  of  Chicago,  111.,  and 


Opal  Catherine  Shinaberry,  Clover  Lick,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  27.  1941,  at 
the  Middle  River  parsonage,  New  Hope,  Va. — Samuel  A.  Harley, 
Grottoes,  Va. 

Myer-Risser. — Bro.  Mark  Myer  of  Kirkwood,  Pa.,  and  Sister 
June  Risser  of  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned  at  his  home. — ■ 
Earl  C.  Brubaker,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Boyce,  Ida  A.,  wife  of  George  H.  Boyce,  died  at  her  home  in 
Luke,  Md.,  early  on  the  morning  of  July  12,  1941,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Brumback 
of  Lost  City,  W.  Va.,  and  the  late  Amos  Brumback.  She  was  a 
native  of  Jerome,  Va.,  but  had  resided  in  Maryland  for  the  last 
twenty-three  years.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Western- 
port  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  mother,  five  sons  and  three  daughters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Foster  Bittinger,  at  the 
Westernport  church.  Burial  was  in  the  Philo's  cemetery.— 
Mrs.  Dewey  Rogers,  Westernport,  Md. 

Bridge,  William  A.,  was  born  Nov.  26,  1899,  at  Campbellsville, 
Ky.,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  5,  1941,  at  Tacoma,  Wash.  When 
he  was  about  six  weeks  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Auburn, 
Nebr.  In  this  community  he  grew  to  young  manhood.  Later 
the  family  moved  to  Shickley,  Nebr.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord  and  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  heeding  the  instruction,  "Remember  now  thy  cre- 
ator in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  He  was  a  business  man  in  Ta- 
coma, Wash.,  and  this  is  the  testimony  of  his  partner:  "He  was 
always  cheerful,  congenial,  and  I  will  never  find  another  part- 
ner like  Bill."  To  this  testimony  is  added  the  long  distance  of 
about  300  miles  traveled  by  several  friends  to  attend  the  funeral 
service.  On  Dec.  16,  1920,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hazei 
Miller  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  To  this  union  were  born  two  daugh- 
ters. He  is  survived  by  his  father  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
H.  E.  Bridge  of  Halsey,  Oreg.,  his  wife  and  two  daughters  of 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  two  sisters.  Services  were  conducted  by  the 
writer  at  Willamette  Memorial  Park. — J.  D.  Miller,  Albany,  Oreg, 

Harp,  Ollie  Abrila,  was  born  Nov.  1,  1899,  in  Paulding  County, 
Ohio,  and  departed  this  life  Feb.  16,  1941,  at  Salem,  Oreg.  Early 
in  life  she  accepted  Jesus  as  her  personal  Savior,  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  baptism.  She  loved 
to  read  and  meditate  on  the  truths  she  found  in  the  Bible.  Her 
Bible  was  always  close  at  hand,  and  visitors  often  found  her 
reading  its  pages.  Her  faith  in  God  was  strong  and  her  belief 
in  the  atoning  blood  of  Christ  sincere,  as  was  manifest  by  her 
calling  for  the  anointing  service.  She  received  great  comfort 
and  joy  from  the  service.  The  last  five  years  and  eight  months 
were  spent  in  the  tuberculosis  hospital  at  Salem.  Even  here 
her  sunny  disposition,  cheerful  smile  and  thoughtfulness  for 
others  won  many  friends  among  patients  as  well  as  the  attend- 
ants. The  church  loses  a  faithful  member  and  the  community 
a  worthy  citizen.  She  is  survived  by  her  father,  James  Harp, 
one  sister  and  four  brothers.  Her  mother  preceded  her  in  death 
eight  years  ago.  Services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  at  New- 
berg,  Oreg. — J.  D.  Miller,  Albany,  Oreg. 

Scoft,  Ira  J.,  son  of  James  and  Susan  Nusbaum  Scott,  was  born 
at  Middlebury,  Ind.,  Sept.  17,  1867,  and  passed  away  on  Sept.  14, 
1941.  He  grew  to  manhood  at  Middlebury  and  then  went  to 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  There  he  married  Miss  Pearl  Miller  on  Dec.  24, 
1896,  and  they  made  their  home  on  a  farm  in  the  South  Water- 
loo community  until  1912,  when  they  moved  to  Pomona,  Calif., 
where  they  have  resided  since.  He  and  the  boys  established  a 
dairy  on  Philadelphia  Street.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two 
sons,  one  brother,  one  sister  and  four  grandchildren.  He  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  South  Waterloo  and  had 
been  a  faithful  member.  He  was  a  kind  and  loving  husband,  a 
considerate  father,  an  honest  and  careful  business  man  and  a 
loyal  friend.  His  memory  will  be  cherished.  The  memorial 
service  was  held  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Harry  E.  Thomas,  and  Eld. 
Edgar  Rothrock.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Pomona  cemetery 
on  Sept.  16. — Harry  E.  Thomas,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Smith,  Charles  L.,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Speraw 
Smith,  was  born  Aug.  14,  1862,  near  Polo,  111.,  and  departed  this 
life  Aug.  9,  1941,  at  Ransom  Memorial  hospital  in  Ottawa,  Kans. 
He  was  married  in  Chicago  in  1892.  His  wife  passed  away  in 
1909.  He  made  his  home  in  Chicago  for  forty  years.  In  April 
1940  he*  came  to  Enid,  Okla.,  to  make  his  home  with  his  sister. 
In  June  he  went  to  Chicago,  Batavia  and  Naperville  for  a  short 
visit  with  friends.  On  returning  home  he  made  a  short  stop  at 
Ottawa,  Kans.,  and  on  starting  down  a  flight  of  stairs  he  fell 
and  was  seriously  injured.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and 
lived  one  week.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
when  a  young  man.  He  is  survived  by  two  sisters,  eighteen 
nephews  and  nieces  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 
Fxineral  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  Emery  Lawver  and 
W.  G.  Willoughby  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Ames,  Okla. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Ames  cemetery  near  by. — Florence 
Moyers,  Enid,  Okla. 

Wenrich,  Hannah  B.,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Mary  Mohler, 
was  born  Feb.  6,  1850,  near  Ephrata,  Pa.,  and  died  Aug.  9,  1941,  at 
the  home  of  her  niece  in  Ephrata.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Wellington  M.  Wenrich,  who  preceded  her  in  death  eighteen 
years  ago.    For  many  years  she  resided  in  Waynesboro  and  Pen- 
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brook,  Pa.  Uniting  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  her 
youth,  she  remained  a  faithful  member  until  her  death.  She  is 
survived  by  one  sister  and  a  large  number  of  nieces  and  nephews. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Ephrata  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  Eld.  A.  P.  Wenger  and  Pastor  C.  C.  Sollenberger. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Mohler  cemetery. — Mabel  M.  Myer, 
Ephrata,  Pa. 


^^^^    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 
California 

Los  Angeles  (First  Church). — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  10  to 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Fred  Flora  was  elected 
elder  and  Rush  Quesinberry  Sunday-school  superintendent.  A 
number  of  new  committees  were  elected  that  will  help  organize 
and  boost  our  work. — Hilda  Quesinberry,  Alhambra,  Calif., 
Sept.    17. 

Raisin. — The  second  circuit  of  the  women's  work,  including 
Fresno,  Laton  and  Reedley,  with  our  national  worker.  Miss 
Anetta  Mow,  met  in  the  Raisin  church  on  July  8.  There  was  a 
good  representation  from  all  the  churches.  The  programs  both 
in  the  morning  and  afternoon  were  splendid  and  we  all  felt 
much  help  and  spiritual  guidance  was  received.  "Much  enjoy- 
ment was  added  to  the  occasion  by  the  generous  potluck  lunch 
at  the  noon  hour.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  some 
rich  occasions  during  the  summer  months  as  a  result  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  including  the  La  Verne  male  quartet.  On 
Sept.  2  Eld.  F.  A.  Yearout  was  in  charge  of  our  regular  quar- 
terly business  meeting.  Church  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year.  Eld.  Yearout  was  re-elected.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  I.  Liskey, 
and  Bro.  W.  H.  Meyers  will  represent  the  church  at  the  district 
meeting.  It  was  decided  that  we  dedicate  our  basement  in  a 
special  service,  the  time  to  be  announced  at  a  later  date.  On 
Sept.  3  our  women's  work,  including  the  Dorcas  society,  met 
and  elected  officers  for  the  new  year.  Mrs.  H.  A.  Smith  was 
re-elected  president  of  the  women's  work,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Young  of 
the  ladies'  aid,  and  Mrs.  Marily  Thimasen  of  the  Dorcas  society. 
The  missionary  meeting  met  at  the  first  of  the  month  with  a 
good  representation.  We  had  not  met  during  July  and  August. 
Mrs.  Sadie  Scott  reviewed  the  Bible  conference  held  at  Mt. 
Hermon.  The  church  was  represented  at  both  Camp  Beulah  and 
Camp  Greenhorn.  With  so  many  activities  during  the  summer, 
the  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance  had  dropped,  but  it  is 
picking  up  again  and  we  hope  for  a  better  and  bigger  year.  One 
has  applied  for  membership  since  our  last  report. — Elizabeth 
Kimmel,    Raisin,    Calif.,    Sept.    18. 

Florida 
Clay  County. — Our  church  services  have  been  resumed  with  a 
little  more  interest  since  our  elder  and  pastor,  Bro.  H.  B.  Lay- 
man, has  returned  from  a  much-needed  vacation  of  two  months. 
He  has  served  the  church  faithfully  for  three  years.  We  met  in 
members'  council  on  Sept.  7  and  chose  Bro.  D.  E.  Baxley,  Jr., 
for  Sunday-school  superintendent.  A  tie  vote  was  cast  for 
Brethren  Layman  and  A.  D.  Crist  of  Tampa  for  elder  in  charge 
for  the  coming  year.  Our  aid  societies,  here  and  at  Jackson- 
ville, are  doing  well  considering  the  small  attendance.  The 
Jacksonville  members  have  an  interesting  Sunday  school,  or- 
ganized nearly  a  year  ago.  They  are  working  towards  having  a 
church  of  their  own  in  the  near  future.  More  good  workers  are 
needed  there  and  in  the  rural  organization.  Any  members  de- 
siring to  be  benefited  by  our  warmer  climate  and  do  the  Lord's 
service  will  be  gladly  welcomed  at  either  place.  A  few  homes 
might  be  available  and  if  interested,  all  inquiries  will  be  cheer- 
fully answered. — Anna  Royer,  Middlebury,  Fla.,  Sept.  16. 

Illinois 
Lanark. — Our  autumn  business  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  18 
with  our  pastor  and  elder,  Bro.  I.  D.  Leatherman,  presiding.  Re- 
ports of  different  committees  were  given.  We  decided  to  have 
our  annual  Thanksgiving  service  and  dinner  on  the  Sunday  be- 
fore Thanksgiving  with  the  teachers  of  the  public  school  and 
rural  schools  as  our  guests.  Our  love  feast  will  be  Oct.  5  at 
7:30  p.  m.,  as  this  date  has  been  set  by  many  churches  for  com- 
munion. On  July  6  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Bro.  Wayne 
Gerdes  and  wife  of  West  Branch,  111.,  give  us  a  report  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise,  our  former  pastor, 
"was  with  us  on  July  13.  A  basket  dinner  was  served  at  noon 
in  the  church  basement  so  every  one  could  have  the  privilege 
of  meeting  with  him.  On  the  evening  of  July  20  we  were  de- 
lighted to  hear  the  electric  xylophone  music  of  Mr.  Cliff  Leather- 
by  of  Rockford,  111.  On  July  27  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin 
gave  us  some  inspiring  messages.  A  few  of  our  intermediates 
attended  the  camp  at  Naperville.  On  Aug.  3  our  pastor's  son, 
John,  was  licensed  to  preach.  While  our  pastor  and  wife  en- 
joyed a  vacation,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  Joseph  Pieson  on  Aug. 
17  and  John  Masterson  on  Aug.  24.  A  number  of  our  people 
attended  the  district  meeting  at  Polo.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  the  centennial  district  meeting  at  Lanark  next  year.  The  re- 
modeling of  the  kitchen  in  the  basement  will  soon  be  completed. 
The  women's  missionary  society  gave  a  program  and  basket 
supper  at  the  Brethren  Home  in  Mt.  Morris  for  their  August 
meeting.  Bro.  Leatherman  began  his  eleventh  year  with  us  on 
Sept.  7.— Ada  Royer,  Lanark,  111.,  Sept.  20. 


Panther  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  6  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  J.  E.  Small,  presiding.  Officers  were  elected  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Bro.  Small  was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro.  Henry  Bach- 
man  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  all-day  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Oct.  4  with  morning  services  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  love 
feast  will  be  held  in  the  evening  beginning  at  7:00  p.  m.  A  pro- 
gram is  being  arranged  for  the  afternoon.  Our  annual  chicken 
supper  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  25  in  the  church 
dining  room. — Elsie  Nofsinger,  El  Paso,  111.,  Sept.   18. 

West  Branch. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  Wayne  Gerdes,  represented 
the  church  as  delegate  to  the  La  Verne  Conference,  and  gave  a 
report  of  much  interest  to  our  congregation  on  his  return.  The 
church  and  community  are  very  happy  that  Brother  and  Sister 
Gerdes  are  going  to  remain  with  us  in  the  work  of  the  church 
for  the  coming  year.  The  intermediates  are  raising  money  for 
their  missionary  budget.  The  ladies'  aid  society  is  including 
garments  for  war  relief  with  their  regular  sewing.  Our  annual 
Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  the  White  Pines  Forest  state 
park  on  Aug.   16.— Mrs.  W.  E.  Paul,  Forreston,  111.,   Sept.   19. 

Indiana 

Bachelor  Run. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  3  with 
Bro.  Robert  Sink  presiding.  Three  letters  were  granted  and 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Fred 
Hood  was  chosen  superintendent.  We  voted  to  send  two  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  at  Monticello,  Ind.  The  delegates  are 
Mrs.  Bertha  Albaugh  and  Charles  Sink.  Our  communion  serv- 
ice will  be  held  Saturday  night,  Oct.  18.  Four  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  on  Aug.  24. — Ada  Booth,  Flora,  Ind., 
Sept.   23. 

Blue  River. — On  the  last  Sunday  in  July  Paul  Bowman,  Jr., 
and  a  number  of  the  boys  from  Camp  Lagro  were  with  us  and 
took  charge  of  our  morning  service.  In  August  two  deacons, 
Bro.  Forrest  Zumbrun  and  Bro.  Glen  Kreider,  were  elected  and 
installed  with  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  and  Bro.  F.  D.  Rohrer  as- 
sisting. On  the  last  Sunday  of  August  the  church  made  a  visit 
to  Camp  Lagro  and  also  enjoyed  a  picnic  dinner.  Bro.  Kraft  of 
the  Anti-Saloon  League  was  with  us  and  gave  a  very  fine  chalk 
talk.  Our  harvest  and  home-coming  meeting  was  held  Sept.  14. 
A  large  audience  enjoyed  a  basket  dinner  and  two  splendid  ser- 
mons given  by  Bro.  Otho  Winger  on  Sacrifice  and  The  Lord's 
Prayer.  Our  members'  meeting  was  held  and  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  Sunday-school  year.  Paul  E.  Zumbrun 
was  elected  superintendent.  Seven  directors  of  the  board  of 
women's  work  of  Northern  Indiana  met  with  the  ladies'  aid  on 
Sept.  18.  A  good  meeting  was  held  with  a  large  attendance.  Bro. 
John  Fidler  will  be  with  us  for  our  two  weeks'  evangelistic 
meetings  beginning  Oct.  20. — Alice  E.  Frank,  Columbia  City, 
Ind.,   Sept.  22. 

Burneltsville. — The  church  met  for  quarterly  council  on  Sept. 
18.  Our  elder,  Bro.  T.  J.  Shively,  presided.  Sister  Minnie  Reiff 
was  chosen  as  delegate  to  district  meeting,  and  Bro.  Wilber  Hol- 
singer  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  6.  Our  annual  church  sale  will  be  on  Oct. 
23  with  a  dinner  for  the  public.  We  had  our  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic on  Aug.  28.  A  two-week  meeting  conducted  by  Bro.  Wilmer 
Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio,  began  on  July  21.  He  gave  very  good 
sermons.  Bro.  E.  S.  Petry  preached  for  us  on  Sept.  14.  Breth- 
ren Charles  Showalter  and  Wilber  Holsinger  and  Sister  Ida  Har- 
less  are  on  the  ministerial  committee  to  get  a  pastor. — Martha  R. 
Tobias,  Burnettsville,   Ind.,   Sept.  22. 

Clear  Creek. — At  the  Sept.  3  council  meeting  Bro.  Harry  Pulley 
was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  next  year. 
This  will  be  his  fourth  year  in  this  office.  Our  annual  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  7  with  Bro.  H.  H.  Keim 
assisting  our  pastor.  The  union  services  at  the  Huntington 
church  during  the  summer  were  greatly  appreciated  by  many  of 
the  county  members.  Sister  Mildred  Reichley  was  elected  to 
represent  us  at  district  meeting  at  Monticello  next  month.  We 
are  glad  to  report  that  the  sick  of  the  congregation  are  resting 
easily  or  improving.  Several  from  here  visited  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camp  at  Lagro  during  the  summer.  The  ladies'  aid 
society  has  been  very  active  during  the  summer,  sometimes 
holding  two  meetings  a  month.  We  will  miss  Bro.  Edward  Gil- 
bert and  Sisters  Beulah  Colclesser  and  Josephine  Gilbert,  who 
will  be  away  at  school,  and  Sisters  Virginia  Gilbert  and  Elsie 
Kitt,  who  are  teaching  this  year.  The  Sunday-school  classes 
elected  teachers  last  Sunday. — O.  R.  Reichley,  Huntington,  Ind., 
Sept.    18. 

Muncie. — Mrs.  Dessa  Barrett  attended  the  Annual  Conference 
at  La  Verne  and  represented  the  Muncie  church  there.  She 
brought  back  a  splendid  report  to  those  of  us  who  were  not 
permitted  to  be  there.  A  farewell  supper  was  held  at  the  church 
on  Aug.  29  for  Brother  and  Sister  Oberholtzer,  who  left  Muncie 
to  begin  work  in  the  Kokomo  church  on  Sept.  1.  Brother  and 
Sister  H.  Jesse  Baker  of  Polo,  111.,  are  to  serve  as  pastors  of  the 
Muncie  church  this  coming  year.  A  family  night  supper  was 
held  in  the  church  basement  on  Sept.  17  as  a  reception  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Baker.  There  was  a  good  representation  of 
the  church  families  present.  The  church  met  in  regular  coun- 
cil on  Sept.  11.  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  for  the  com- 
ing year  were  chosen.  Mrs.  L.  S.  Shively  was  elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent. — Mrs.  Cletis  R.  Bowers,  Muncie,  Ind., 
Sept.   23. 

Nappanee. — The  church  met   in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.   11, 
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when  the  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  chosen.  Bro.  David 
Metzler  was  elected  elder  and  Ralph  Miller  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. Bro.  M.  J.  Weaver  and  wife  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
have  taken  up  the  pastoral  work  here,  although  their  having 
met  with  an  automobile  accident  while  en  route  here  resulted 
in  serious  injuries  for  Sister  Weaver,  compelling  her  to  remain 
in  a  hospital  in  Pennsylvania  until  she  is  able  to  be  moved  here. 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  D.  Emmert  have  located  in  Pennsylvania 
after  haVing  spent  seven  years  of  service  with  us.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  ministerial  association  and  their  wives  gave  a  fare- 
well reception  for  them,  and  the  church  presented  them  with 
gifts.  On  July  6  a  dramatic  peace  play  with  appropriate  music 
was  given  by  the  young  people  of  the  Union  Center  church. 
Each  month  we  give  to  the  peace  relief  fund.  The  exchanging 
of  pulpits  sponsored  by  the  Northern  Indiana  district  board  re- 
sulted in  Bro.  Joseph  Whitacre,  pastor  of  the  Pine  Creek  church, 
bringing  us  a  stirring  message  on  In  Tune  With  God.  We  par- 
ticipated in  the  usual  union  meetings  at  the  community  park  in 
August.  On  Aug.  8  Sister  B.  J.  Miller  was  laid  to  rest.  Sister 
Miller  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Nappanee  church,  serving  as 
deacon's  wife,  teacher  and  aid  worker  until  later  years  when 
health  failed  her.  On  Aug.  28  Bro.  Ab  Michael  was  laid  to  rest, 
having  expired  suddenly  with  a  heart  attack.  The  ladies'  aid  is 
busy  quilting  and  candlewicking.  The  aid  enjoyed  their  annual 
outing  at  the  Frank  Lehman  cottage  at  Syracuse  Lake.  The 
women's  work  rally  will  be  held  at  the  community  building  in 
Nappanee  on  Nov.  27.  Our  communion  will  be  on  Thursday 
evening,  Nov.  13,  at  7:30  o'clock. — Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nap- 
panee, Ind.,  Sept.  27. 

New  Salem. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  Howard  Kreider,  presiding.  Our  officers  for  Sunday 
school  and  church  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  We  de- 
cided to  have  a  home-coming  sometime  this  fall.  A  committee 
will  decide  the  time  and  speaker.  Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  at  Camp  Mack  were  Erma  Matthews  and  Dora  Stout. 
We  sent  two  of  our  Sunday-school  girls  to  Camp  Mack  for  the 
music  camp.  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  will  hold  our 
revival  the  first  of  December.  The  aid  society  met  in  September 
and  elected  new  officers.  Vivian  Moorehouse  was  chosen  pres- 
ident.— Grace  Ulrey,  Leesburg,  Ind.,  Sept.  23. 

North  Winona. — Bro.  John  Metzler,  district  executive  secre- 
tary, and  family  came  to  us  on  the  two  Sunday  evenings  of 
July  20  and  27,  bringing  with  him  his  pictures  showing  the  vari- 
ous churches  and  activities  of  the  district,  which  were  greatly 
enjoyed  by  all.  Sunday  morning,  July  27,  was  pulpit  exchange 
Sunday.  Bro.  A.  F.  Morris  of  Garrett,  Ind.,  came  as  our  guest 
speaker.  On  Aug.  24  Bro.  Ervin  Weaver  and  family  from  North 
Liberty  were  with  us  and  Bro.  Weaver  brought  the  morning 
message.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  2  a  farewell  party  was  given 
for  Pastor  R.  C.  Wenger  and  wife  as  a  token  of  appreciation  of 
their  years  of  service;  a  potluck  supper  was  enjoyed  by  all,  fol- 
lowed by  a  short  impromptu  program  and  a  presentation  of 
gifts.  The  church  met  in  regular  council  meeting  with  our 
newly  elected  elder,  Bro.  Emeral  Jones,  in  charge.  Bro.  Scott 
Horn  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  were  very 
glad  to  have  Bro.  Charles  S.  Morris  and  Bro.  Bruce  Wood  bring 
the  morning  messages  for  us  throughout  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber. We  are  looking  forward  to  our  home-coming;  the  an- 
nouncement will  appear  in  a  later  date  of  our  church  paper  when 
date  and  speaker  are  definitely  arranged  for. — Alma  E.  Hana- 
walt,  Pierceton,  Ind.,  Sept.  23. 

Pipe  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  12  with  Eld.  T.  A. 
Shively  in  charge.  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  Willis  Maugans  was  re-elected  superintend- 
ent. Sister  Fanny  Hopper  and  Bro.  Avery  Myers  will  be  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  redecorate  the  pri- 
mary rooms  at  the  church.  Bro.  Edward  Stump  of  South  Bend 
will  conduct  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  here  beginning 
Nov.  10.  They  will  close  with  an  all-day  harvest  meeting  and 
Thanksgiving  service.  Bro.  Boyd  Bechtelheimer  of  Flora 
preached  for  us  on  Sept.  14.  Our  aid  society  is  helping  Bethany 
Hospital  with  sewing  and  canned  goods.  Our  aid  society  will 
be  guests  of  the  Mexico  aid  society  on  Sept.  24. — Martha  O.  Hes- 
song,  Peru,  Ind.,  Sept.  21. 

Pine  Creek. — During  the  last  few  months  we  have  been  greatly 
blessed  and  have  enjoyed  many  and  varied  programs:  daily  va- 
cation Bible  school  with  more  than  100  children  in  attendance, 
children's  day  and  consecration  of  babies  on  July  6.  We  were 
represented  at  the  La  Verne  Conference  by  our  pastor  and  Lois 
Rupel.  Our  delegates  to  district  conference  ■were  Willard  Stump, 
Cecil  Keiser  and  Lois  Rupel.  Aug.  21-24  were  days  long  to  be 
remembered;  then  we  celebrated  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  building  of  the  Pine  Creek  church.  The  North  Liberty, 
Blissville  and  Center  churches  very  ably  assisted  by  giving  one 
program  each.  These  churches  in  days  past  were  a  part  of  the 
Pine  Creek  district.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  gave  us  inspiring  ad- 
dresses on  Lessons  From  the  Early  Church  and  Building  With 
Christ,  on  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  After  a  bounteous 
basket  dinner  we  enjoyed  an  afternoon  program  when  several 
present  gave  reminiscent  talks.  Three  were  present  who  re- 
membered seeing  the  church  house  under  construction:  Geroby 
Stump,  Aunt  Maggie  Harbaugh  and  Mary  Ann  Kramer.  Many 
were  the  memories  of  the  past.  We  bow  in  humble  thankful- 
ness for  the  faith  and  courage  of  those  gone  on  before.  May 
we  go  forward  determined  to  do  our  best.  Our  church  building 
was  remodeled   to   its  present  condition   in   1914.     This   day  was 


also  memorable  inasmuch  as  we  dedicated  an  Everett  orgatron. 
This  instrument  was  made  possible  through  the  efforts  of  our 
young  people  and  others.  We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  2;  Bro. 
John  Stump  was  retained  as  elder.  Church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  selected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Bro.  Harold  Rear- 
ick  is  to  be  our  minister  of  music.  Our  total  contributions  for 
the  past  year  have  been  over  $4,000.  Bro.  J.  E.  Whitacre  con- 
tinues to  work  untiringly  and  earnestly  as  our  pastor.  May  all 
work  together  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  men! 
Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio,  will  assist  us  in  evangelistic 
efforts  Oct.  6-19.  Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Oct.  18.— Mrs. 
Edith   Rupel,  Walkerton,  Ind.,   Sept.  24. 

Santa  Fe. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  18  with  Bro.  Claud 
Wolf  leading  the  devotions,  after  which  Bro.  P.  E.  Coblentz  took 
charge.  Bro.  Claud  Wolf  was  elected  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. The  delegates  chosen  for  district  meeting  were  F.  P. 
Hostettler  and  Claud  Wolf.  Our  revival  will  begin  on  Oct.  13 
with  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  Buffalo,  Ind.,  as  our  evangelist.  This 
meeting  will  be  followed  by  our  communion  service  on  Oct.  25. 
The  annual  visit  will  be  made  at  the  church,  and  those  who  are 
not  there  will  be  visited  in  their  homes.  On  Sept.  28  we  are  to 
have  with  us  in  the  morning  Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold, 
missionaries  to  India,  with  a  program.  All  who  can  are  invited 
to  come  and  enjoy  this  program  with  us.  Bro.  Perry  E.  Coblentz 
has  his  new  barn  built  to  replace  the  one  which  was  burned  on 
June  30.  Bro.  Coblentz,  with  the  carpenter,  did  the  work  him- 
self, and  not  the  church  folks  and  neighbors,  as  was  stated  in  the 
last  report.  Bro.  F.  P.  Hostettler  is  much  improved  in  health 
and  took  his  place  in  the  pulpit  again,  for  which  we  are  grate- 
ful. A  very  pretty  wedding  took  place  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  on 
Sept.  7  when  June  Hestan  became  the  bride  of  Bro.  Claud  Wolf 
of  our  church.  One  of  our  young  men  was  called  to  Camp  Kane, 
Pa.  The  church  misses  him  very  much. — Dessie  Webb  Fewell, 
Bunker  Hill,  Ind.,  Sept.  19. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Aug.  29.  Lula 
Herr  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  S.  E.  Mil- 
ler of  Goshen  was  again  chosen  as  elder.  Our  harvest  meeting 
was  held  on  Aug.  31.  Bro.  G.  A.  Snyder  of  North  Manchester 
was  the  speaker.  We  expect  to  hold  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  17. 
We  are  expecting  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  West  Virginia  to  be 
with  us  in  evangelistic  meetings  beginning  Oct.  20  and  contin- 
uing until  Nov.  2. — Bessie  Burns,  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  Sept.  22. 

Iowa 

Dallas  Center. — Three  of  our  number  who  attended  the  La 
Verne  Conference  gave  us  inspirational  reports.  Nine  of  our 
young  people,  two  intermediates,  and  two  adults  attended  camp 
this  year.  Three  went  to  the  State  Training  School  at  Oskaloosa. 
We  have  had  several  varied  programs  during  the  summer.  A 
group  of  Negro  singers  and  a  talented  young  Negro  orator  gave 
us  a  worth-while  evening.  The  McPherson  College  ladies'  quar- 
tet gave  us  a  much-enjoyed  program  one  Sunday  morning. 
Sylvia  Oiness,  a  survivor  of  the  Zamzam,  shared  her  thrilling 
experiences  with  us.  We  had  sermons  by  Brethren  Glen  Baird 
of  the  Des  Moines  Valley  church,  Oscar  Diehl  of  Beaver  and 
Earl  Breon  of  McPherson  College.  Rev.  A.  L.  Howland  of  the 
Roscoe  Presbyterian  church,  S.  Dak.,  spoke  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
and  to  the  church.  During  August  our  pastor,  Eld.  D.  D.  Fleish- 
man, and  family  visited  relatives  in  Virginia.  He  also  held 
evangelistic  meetings  while  there.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  their 
pledge  to  the  Youth  Serves  project  ready  to  hand  in  at  camp. 
They  have  chosen  Harold  Kessler  as  their  president  and  Sister 
Fleishman  as  adult  adviser.  Two  of  their  recent  Sunday  evening 
services  were  vesper  hours.  Many  of  the  young  people  attended 
district  meeting,  several  appearing  on  the  program.  Our  entire 
Sunday  services  on  district  meeting  Sunday  were  withdrawn. 
The  financial  board  sponsored  a  family  night  supper  which  was 
well  attended.  The  church  budget  for  the  past  year  was  ex- 
plained and  that  for  the  coming  year  was  introduced.  Our 
women's  council  chose  a  general  director.  The  home  builders' 
department  has  been  established.  The  first  program  in  this 
department  was  in  the  form  of  a  mother  and  daughter  tea  with 
a  program  of  local  talent.  The  missionary  society  and  aid  are 
active;  with  the  general  director  and  heads  of  the  departments 
these  groups  have  outlined  the  coming  year's  work.  At  our 
business  meeting  on  Sept.  15  Sunday-school  officers  were  chosen 
for  the  coming  year.  Sister  Martha  Wingert  was  re-elected  as 
superintendent.  Our  fall  communion  service  was  set  for  Sun- 
day evening,  Oct.  26.  Members  were  elected  to  fill  various  com- 
mittees. The  finance  board  presented  the  tentative  budget  for 
the  coming  year,  which  was  accepted  with  a  few  changes.  One 
aged  sister  has  passed  away  since  our  last  report. — Maud  L. 
Moser,   Dallas   Center,   Iowa,   Sept.   16. 

Greene. — We  met  in  regular  business  meeting  on  Sept.  12. 
Brother  and  Sister  D.  D.  Harner  were  present  and  Bro.  Harner 
presided  at  the  meeting.  Bro.  W.  Harlan  Smith  was  elected  as 
elder  for  the  coming  year,  and  Bro.  Frank  Shook  was  elected  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Sister  Elsie  Pyle,  our  faithful 
home  department  superintendent  for  many  years,  gave  a  very 
good  report.  Gertie  Ray  has  been  elected  as  our  women's  work 
president.  Our  church  and  community  appreciate  having  Bro. 
W.  Harlan  Smith  and  family  located  here  and  serving  as  pas- 
tor of  our  church.  Bro.  Smith  has  given  several  talks  at  differ- 
ent places  about  China.  He  will  talk  on  Temperance  From  a 
Far  Eastern  Angle  at  the  Butler  County  W.  C.  T.  U.  convention. 
We  expect  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  to  be  with  us  on  Sept.  21.     Our 
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communion  service  will  be  held  on  Sept.  28. — Estella  Eikenberry, 
Greene,  Iowa,  Sept.  15. 

Liberfyville. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has 
been  good  this  summer.  We  missed  having  services  two  Sun- 
days because  of  rainy  weather.  We  held  a  ten-day  vacation 
Bible  school  about  the  middle  of  the  summer.  There  were  fifty 
pupils  enrolled  and  an  average  attendance  of  forty.  Four  classes 
were  conducted  with  two  teachers  from  our  own  congregation 
and  two  outside  teachers.  An  all-day  meeting  followed  the 
school,  with  a  program  by  the  children  in  the  afternoon.  A  dis- 
play of  their  work  was  shown.  We  feel  the  school  was  a  de- 
cided success.  Our  September  council  was  held  on  the  sixth. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  20.  Bro.  Ed- 
ward Stump  will  have  charge  of  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting 
beginning  Oct.  6.  We  appreciated  very  much  having  Bro.  Wayne 
Carr  bring  us  two  helpful  sermons  while  he  and  his  family  were 
here  visiting  his  parents. — Mrs.  J.  Warren  Davis,  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
Sept.  20. 

Prairie  City. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  14.  Bro.  B. 
F.  Buckingham  was  again  chosen  as  elder,  and  Warfen  Buck- 
ingham as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  -ladies'  quartet 
from  McPherson  College  gave  us  an  evening's  entertainment  on 
July  21,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed.  The  women's  work  council 
again  served  threshing  dinners  and  worked  at  various  other 
projects  during  the  summer.  Our  annual  chicken  supper  and 
bazaar  will  be  held  on  Oct.  2.  Our  love  feast  is  to  be  held  on 
Oct.  19  at  7*0  p.  m. — Mrs.  Gail  Timmons,  Prairie  City,  Iowa, 
Sept.   17. 

Sheldon. — Bro.  Lyle  Klotz,  who  served  the  Sheldon  church  as 
summer  pastor,  has  returned  to  Chicago  to  continue  his  school 
work.  Our  church  entertained  the  district  conference  of  North- 
ern Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota  in  August.  Bro.  C.  E. 
Kimmel  was  called  to  serve  as  business  manager  at  the  Mag- 
nolia, Ark.,  Civilian  Public  Service  camp.  We  miss  him  very 
much  from  our  small  group  of  workers  here.  In  the  death  of 
Bro.  W.  C.  Kimmel  we  lost  the  last  charter  member  of  the 
Sheldon  church.  He  no  doubt  did  more  in  a  financial  way  to 
aid  our  local  church  than  any  other  one  person  here.  He  was 
very  much  interested  in  community  affairs  even  at  his  ad- 
vanced age.  At  the  time  of  our  last  communion  a  short  business 
meeting  was  held  under  the  direction  of  Eld.  J.  Schechter  of 
"Worthington,  Minn.  Two  deacons  were  chosen:  Brethren  Paul 
Evans  and  Percy  Paul  Rolston.  Sister  Eliza  Miller  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  for  our  regional  women's  conference  to  be  held 
in  the  Worthington  church  Sept.  26.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been 
meeting  each  month.  Our  good-will  basket  is  proving  very 
successful  in  a  financial  way.  We  are  considering  the  problem 
of  a  full-time  pastor.  Bro.  Rolston,  who  has  served  us  so 
faithfully  these  many  years,  should  be  relieved  of  some  respon- 
sibility. Our  attendance  has  been  very  small  this  summer.  Bro. 
Klotz  directed  a  two-week  vacation  Bible  school  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  nineteen.  Several  of  our  young  people  attended  the 
young  people's  conference  at  the  Worthington  church  in  July. — 
Mrs.  D.  P.  Kimmel,  Sheldon,  Iowa,  Sept.  14. 

South  Waterloo. — Pastor  and  Mrs.  Yoder,  our  delegates  to  An- 
nual Conference,  brought  us  interesting  reports  when  they  re- 
turned. We  also  heard  Conference  high  lights  from  Misses  Irene 
Marsau  and  Alberta  Yoder.  An  ice-cream  social,  which  the 
young  people  held  on  the  church  lawn,  was  well  attended  by  the 
people  of  the  community.  The  proceeds  amounted  to  $28.  This 
sum  was  used  to  send  delegates  to  young  people's  camp.  The 
young  adult  camp  was  attended  by  twelve  from  our  church 
group.  Fourteen  intermediates  attended  their  camp,  and  the 
young  people  were  represented  by  seven  at  their  camp.  Calvin 
Schucker,  president  of  the  Iowa  Rural  Fellowship,  spoke  to  us  on 
Aug.  10.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  date  we  heard  Miss  Sylvia 
Oiness,  survivor  of  the  ill-fated  Zamzam,  tell  her  experiences. 
On  one  Sunday  evening  in  August  we  were  privileged  to  hear 
Kurtis  Naylor,  regional  president  of  young  people's  work.  Our 
district  meeting,  held  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  Aug.  22-25,  was  at- 
tended by  twenty  from  our  congregation.  Our  young  people 
enjoyed  several  Sunday  evening  campfires  during  the  summer 
months.  We  miss  greatly  the  young  people  who  have  gone  from 
our  group.  Some  have  gone  back  to  college,  others  are  teach- 
ing and  some  of  the  young  men  have  gone  to  camp.  Our  Sun- 
day school  is  reorganized  for  the  year  with  Gordon  Hollis  as 
superintendent.  Pastor  Yoder  has  been  bringing  us  a  series  of 
sermons  on  The  Basis  of  a  Christian  Home.  Bro.  J.  E.  Miller  of 
Elgin,  111.,  spoke  to  us  on  Sept.  8.  The  home-coming  at  the  Old 
Folks'  Home  near  Marshalltown  on  Sept.  17  was  attended  by 
seven  from  our  group.  The  Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers 
held  a  workers'  conference  on  Sept.  16.  Quite  a  number  from 
our  church  are  planning  to  attend  the  sectional  conference  of 
women  workers  which  will  be  held  in  the  Union  Ridge  church  on 
Sept.  23.  Mrs.  Ernest  Hoff  of  Elgin  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  rally  day  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Oc- 
tober.— Mrs.  John  Weigle.  Waterloo.  Iowa,  Sept.  20. 

Kansas 

Appanoose. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  5  at  which 
time  all  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  Bro. 
J".  M.  Ward  was  chosen  elder  and  Everett  Simmons  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  J.  M.  Ward  was  chosen  delegate  to  dis- 
trict meeting.  On  Sept.  7  we  had  an  all-day  meeting  with  bas- 
ket dinner  in  the  basement  at  noon.  At  this  meeting  we  brought 
our  birthday  offering  for  the  year,  which  amounted  to  $25.75  and 


goes  to  the  support  of  Sister  Ella  Ebbert.  Bro.  L.  H.  Root  of 
Topeka  was  with  us  for  both  the  morning  and  evening  services 
and  gave  us  two  inspiring  addresses.  In  the  afternoon  the  young 
people  gave  for  the  second  time  here  their  play,  No  Banners 
Flying.  We  are  expecting  Sister  Nettie  Senger  to  be  with  us  in 
a  service  soon.  Bro.  Beckner,  who  is  one  of  our  deacons,  and 
wife  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on  Sept.  6, 
and  they  were  with  us  at  our  Sunday  service.  At  noon  a  spe- 
cial table,  decorated  with  yellow  flowers,  was  reserved  for  them 
and  their  relatives.  A  beautiful  wedding  cake  was  passed  around 
so  each  one  present  had  a  piece.  Eld.  C.  W.  Shoemaker,  one  of 
our  aged  ministers,  is  seriously  ill  at  his  home.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  series  of  meetings  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  E.  F. 
Sherfy.  The  time  is  to  be  arranged  yet. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Ward,  Po- 
mona, Kans.,  Sept.  18. 

Belleville. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  6.  It  was  decided  to 
have  a  love  feast  here  sometime  this  fall.  We  elected  delegates 
to  district  meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Victor  church 
near  Covert,  Kans.  The  delegates  are  Brother  and  Sister  M. 
Hartsough.  The  usual  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  We 
bought  new  hymnbooks  for  the  church,  and  the  men  met  last 
week  and  made  new  book  racks  for  the  seats.  A  group  of  the 
men  met  yesterday  and  plowed  and  put  up  hay  for  a  neighbor 
who  has  been  ill  for  many  weeks.  The  aid  society  has  been 
meeting  to  quilt  every  two  weeks.  They  sponsored  an  August 
food  sale.  We  have  organized  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  for  the  young  folks. 
They  have  a  meeting  every  Sunday  night  followed  by  a  meet- 
ing with  the  older  folks.  We  are  studying  the  Bible  and  are 
in  the  Book  of  Exodus  now.  The  young  people  have  started 
their  fall  class  meetings,  which  they  have  once  a  month.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  district  meeting. — Mrs.  Lau- 
rence  Dooley,   Scandia,   Kans.,   Sept.   18. 

Fredonia. — Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  11 
with  a  good  number  present.  Our  officers  for  the  coming  year 
were  elected.  On  Sept.  28  our  revival  meetings  will  begin,  with 
Bro.  G.  A.  Zook  of  the  Osage  church  as  evangelist.  We  will 
observe  our  love  feast  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. — George 
Houdyshell,  Fredonia,  Kans.,   Sept.   15. 

Richland  Center. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  held  our 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  with  almost  100  gathered  around  a 
beautifully  decorated  table.  The  theme  of  the  banquet  was 
Bells.  Our  ladies  served  the  Marysville  Chamber  of  Commerce 
club.  Our  children's  day  program  was  in  charge  of  the  teachers 
of  the  Sunday  school.  We  had  a  basket  dinner  at  noon  with  a 
large  crowd  present.  In  the  latter  part  of  August  we  held  our 
annual  birthday  banquet  with  a  large  group  attending;  the 
program  was  in  charge  of  the  young  people.  Our  business 
meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  9  with  Eld.  J.  H.  Strohm  in  charge  of 
the  meeting.  Bro.  LeRoy  Sell  was  elected  elder  and  Bro.  Earl 
Lynch  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  Robert  Bergmann 
will  be  our  delegate  to  district  meeting.  Brother  and  Sister  Le- 
Roy Sell  and  family  have  come  to  take  charge  of  our  church, 
beginning  Sept.  1.  We  are  glad  to  welcome  them  as  our  pastors 
for  the  coming  year. — Eva  Fralin,  Summerfield,  Kans.,  Sept.   12. 

Larned. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  26  and  church  officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  H.  D.  Michael  was  chosen  as 
our  elder  and  Bro.  Gene  Fox  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Daughenbaugh  and  Mrs.  Harley  Martin  were  chosen 
delegates  for  district  meeting  to  be  held  in  October  at  Nickerson. 
A  basket  dinner  was  served  in  the  church  basement  on  Aug.  17 
honoring  Brother  and  Sister  R.  A.  Haney  and  family,  who  have 
been  with  us  the  past  two  years  as  pastors.  They  left  Aug.  27  for 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  they  have  accepted  a  call  to  serve  the 
church  there.  They  made  many  friends  during  their  stay  with 
us,  both  in  the  church  and  community.  Bro.  Wilburn  Lewallen 
of  Bisbee,  N.  Dak.,  accepted  the  pastorate  here  Sept.  1  and  is 
serving  the  church  very  acceptably.  Our  harvest  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  21  with  a  good  attendance  and  splendid  interest. 
Bro.  Burton  Metzler  of  McPherson  College  was  our  guest  speak- 
er. A  basket  dinner  was  served  at  noon  and  an  afternoon  pro- 
gram was  held,  followed  with  a  sermon  by  Bro.  Metzler.  An 
offering  was  taken  for  our  district  mission  work. — Mrs.  W.  W. 
Horning,  Larned,  Kans.,  Sept.  21. 

Lone  Star. — We  held  our  regular  business  meeting  on  Sept.  6, 
at  which  time  all  officers  for  the  church  and  Sunday  school  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  J.  M.  Ward  of  Pomona,  Kans., 
who  has  served  our  church  as  elder  for  a  number  of  years,  was 
re-elected.  J.  W.  Gorbutt  is  the  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Bro.  L.  H.  Griffith  handed  in  his  resignation  as  pastor,  to  take 
effect  as  soon  as  the  church  can  secure  another  man.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  on  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  1,  7:30  o'clock.  On 
the  following  Sunday  dinner  will  be  served  in  the  basement  of 
the  church.  All  are  cordially  invited.  Both  the  aid  and  mission- 
ary societies  meet  regularly  and  are  doing  good  work. — Mrs. 
J.  W.  Gorbutt,  Lawrence,  Kans.,  Sept.  19. 

Maryland 
Cherry  Grove. — Our  church  work  is  going  along  nicely.  The 
attendance  has  not  dropped  during  the  year;  rather  we  have 
gained  in  all  departments.  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi  will  assist  our 
pastor  in  a  revival  meeting  starting  Oct.  13.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
C.  D.  Brendlinger,  has  been  teaching  the  Bible  class  from  the 
Book  of  Revelation.  On  Sept.  21  he  preached  a  master  ser- 
mon on  the  subject.  My  Church,  which  will  long  be  remembered. 
In  his  three  years  of  pastorship  the  church  has  come  out  of  its 
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slump.     On    Oct.    8    Sister    Shumaker    will   be    with    us. — Minnie 
Merrill,  Lonaconing,  Md.,  Sept.  23. 

Longmeadow. — On  Aug.  9  the  members  of  the  Longmeadow 
church  met  in  their  fall  council.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  on 
Oct.  25.  The  ministerial  and  Sunday-school  meeting  of  Middle 
Maryland  will  be  held  Oct.  29,  30.  Our  revival  meeting  will  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  E.  S.  Coffman  of  Dayton,  Va.,  the  latter  part 
of  November.  We  decided  to  start  a  library  in  our  Sunday 
school.  We  take  an  offering  for  relief  one  Sunday  of  each  month. 
We  had  our  re-election  of  officers  on  Sept.  14,  at  which  time 
Bro.  Kermit  Strife  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. The  Manor  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  temperance  play  one 
Sunday  evening  this  summer. — Genevieve  Rowland,  Hagers- 
town,   Md.,    Sept.  24. 

Missouri 

Wakenda. — On  Sept.  3  our  regular  business  meeting  was  held 
with  Eld.  J.  F.  Van  Pelt  presiding  and  Helen  Bowman  clerk.  Al- 
most all  of  the  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  re-elected 
for  the  coming  year,  which  starts  Oct.  1.  Some  plans  were  made 
to  take  care  of  the  district  meeting  which  will  be  held  at  our 
church  the  latter  part  of  October.  Mary  Bowman  and  Sara 
Fifer  were  chosen  delegates.  The  pastor,  elder  and  deacon 
body  will  set  the  time  for  our  fall  love  feast.  On  one  Sunday 
morning  during  the  summer  we  were  privileged  to  hear  an  ad- 
dress by  Bro.  Kurtis  Naylor,  pertaining  to  world  conditions  of  to- 
day. Bethany,  our  sister  church,  is  holding  a  revival  meeting  at 
this  time  with  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  evangelists.  We 
appreciate  very  much  the  special  effort  they  are  making  for  us 
in  giving  their  services  to  us  each  Sunday  morning  at  10:00 
o'clock,  then  driving  back  to  Bethany  for  the  11:00  o'clock  serv- 
ice. One  of  our  Sunday-school  boys  has  been  called  into  the 
camp  at  Magnolia,  Ark.  Our  pastor  and  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent have  been  doing  some  special  work  in  trying  to  in- 
crease the  attendance  at  Sunday  school. — Sara  E.  Fifer,  Hardin, 
Mo.,   Sept.    15. 

Nebraska 
South  Beatrice. — On  June  3  Elvin  Frantz  was  installed  into  the 
ministry.  Elvin  is  attending  McPherson  College  this  fall  and  we 
wish  for  him  much  success  in  his  work.  We  were  represented  at 
the  La  Verne  Conference  by  Pastor  Paul  K.  Brandt,  his  wife  and 
son,  and  Sister  Arlene  Kindig.  We  were  fortunate  in  securing 
interesting  speakers  to  fill  the  pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our 
pastor.  The  Stamps  male  quartet  of  station  KMA  at  Shenan- 
doah, Iowa,  gave  us  a  very  interesting  program  on  the  evening 
of  July  29,  after  which  the  ladies  served  ice  cream  and  cake  to 
all.  Our  church  was  hostess  to  the  F.  O.  R.  convention  Aug.  23, 
24.  The  Sunday  morning  address  was  given  by  Rev.  Robert 
Drew,  pastor  and  counselor  to  Methodist  students  at  Nebraska 
University.  The  afternoon  address  was  presented  by  Rev.  A.  C. 
Miller  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Rev.  Miller  and  family  were  en 
route  to  Pennsylvania  and  we  were  very  happy  to  have  them 
with  us  on  this  occasion.  The  fall  council  was  held  on  Sept.  4 
and  we  are  glad  to  report  that  the  finances  of  the  church  are 
in  good  condition.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilting  for 
Mrs.  Harry  Bell,  formerly  Pauline  Dell,  who  for  years  has  so 
ably  directed  the  choir.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  group  throughout  July 
and  August  met  at  the  church  for  the  evening  sermons  and 
then  in  homes  for  discussions,  songs,  and  devotional  services. 
This  was  followed  by  a  social  period  and  refreshments.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  much  interest  was  shown. 
Some  of  our  young  people  are  attending  and  taking  part  in  the 
F.  O.  R.  meetings  of  this  vicinity.  On  Aug.  3  Bro.  Earl  Breon 
of  McPherson  College  gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  young 
people  about  McPherson  College.  On  Aug.  10  Kurtis  Naylor 
gave  an  inspiring  peace  talk.  The  young  people  report  the  dig- 
ging of  200  bushels  of  onions  in  their  project  to  raise  money 
for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  On  Sept.  10  the  ladies' 
aid  met  at  the  church  and  made  fifteen  gallons  of  plum  butter 
for  the  orphanage,  while  a  number  of  men  of  the  church  cleaned 
the  cemetery. — Mrs.  J.  C.  Dell,  Jr.,  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  Sept.  15. 

North  Carolina 
Melvin  Hill. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  M.  J.  Wilson  of  Cloverdale,  Va.  The  meetings  began  on 
Aug.  11  and  continued  through  Aug.  26.  We  had  a  good  attend- 
ance, and  eleven  were  baptized.  Bro.  Wilson's  messages,  as  well 
as  the  song  services  and  his  talks  to  the  children,  were  inspiring 
and  appreciated  by  all  who  came. — Meredith  Mahaffey,  Chesnee, 
S.  C,  Sept.  11. 

North  Dakota 
Pleasant  Valley. — Brother  and  Sister  S.  G.  Keller  and  daughter 
spent  the  summer  months  with  us  as  our  pastors.  They  labored 
hard  and  faithfully  here  from  June  1  to  Aug.  24.  We  had  our 
regular  Sunday-school  classes  and  sermons.  Either  in  the  aft- 
ernoon or  evening  we  had  Bible  discussions  and  a  sermon  by 
Bro.  Keller  or  a  visiting  minister.  On  the  evening  of  June  13 
there  was  a  young  folks'  rally  on  the  church  grounds.  The  first 
part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  playing  games,  followed  by  a 
wiener  roast.  We  closed  our  evening  meeting  with  vesper 
singing  by  the  campfire.  On  July  20  we  enjoyed  an  all-members 
day  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon.  We  had  an  attendance  of 
about  seventy-five.  Following  the  noon  meal  everyone  took  part 
in  a  social  hour.  Afterwards  there  was  a  song  service  led  by 
Sister   Petry   and   a  sermon  by   Bro.   Ralph   Petry   from   Surrey, 


N.  Dak.  Aug.  10  was  family  day  with  a  dinner  at  noon,  when 
the  family  groups  were  seated  together.  The  men  served  this 
meal.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  discussion  on  Choice  of  a  Vo- 
cation. A  sermon  by  Bro.  Wilburn  Lewallen  closed  our  serv- 
ices for  the  day.  Our  official  church  cabinet  had  their  first 
meeting  at  the  close  of  the  day's  service.  The  farm  project  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees.  Ed  Wurgler  is  chair- 
man of  the  group.  We  held  an  all-day  service  on  Aug.  24  with 
a  dinner  at  noon,  which  was  a  joint  Sunday-school  picnic  and 
farewell  party  for  the  Kellers.  We  enjoyed  their  association 
very  much,  and  we  regret  that  their  stay  here  was  so  short. 
We  will  miss  their  presence  in  our  midst  a  gTeat  deal,  for  their 
work  has  been  inspiring.  Bro.  Keller's  sermons  were  challeng- 
ing and  encouraging.  Our  attendance  and  offerings  increased 
during  the  three  summer  months.  The  church  will  be  served  by 
a  minister  from  Minot  now. — Barbara  Crum,  York,  N.  Dak., 
Sept.   16. 

Ohio 

Casiine. — On  Sept.  17  our  church  met  in  regular  fall  council, 
Bro.  Lester  Studebaker  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. Our  communion  services  will  be  held  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning, Oct.  12,  at  7  p.  m.  There  will  be  an  all-day  service  on 
Sunday  and  dinner  will  be  served  in  the  church  basement  at  the 
noon  hour.  We  are  planning  to  redecorate  our  church  in  the 
near  future.  The  men's  work  is  busy  working  on  our  church 
grounds.  We  are  hoping  for  wonderful  Christian  experiences  in 
the  life  of  our  church  for  the  coming  year. — Mary  Esther  Fas- 
nacht,  Arcanum,  Ohio,  Sept.   17. 

Cincinnati. — Our  home-coming  day  was  an  inspiration  to  all 
who  attended.  Although  the  weather  did  not  look  very  encour- 
aging, all  who  ventured  out  were  more  than  repaid.  Bro.  Glen 
Moyer,  a  former  pastor  here,  and  family  were  with  us.  Many 
other  former  members  spent  the  day  with  us  also.  The  fellow- 
ship hour  at  noon  was  enjoyed  by  all;  old  acquaintances  were 
renewed  and  new  ones  made.  About  200  attended  throughout  the 
day.  We  were  very  glad  to  receive  the  letters  from  those  who 
were  unable  to  attend  this  year.  We  trust  that  they  too  will 
be  able  to  be  with  us  next  year  on  home-coming  day,  or  when- 
ever possible.  Our  home-coming  day  is  always  the  first  Sunday 
after  Labor  Day.  Bro.  Glen  Blough  was  licensed  as  a  pastor 
last  year.  At  the  past  council  meeting  it  was  suggested  that  he 
be  installed  into  the  ministry.  The  church  assembly  unani- 
mously affirmed  and  pledged  their  support  Bro.  Berkebile,  a 
member  of  the  ministerial  board,  presided  over  the  installation 
service.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro.  Coppock.  Our  new  elder,  Bro. 
Ray  Shank,  presided  at  the  council  meeting.— Emerson  L.  Leav- 
erton,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.   16. 

County  Line. — Since  our  last  report  twelve  have  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  following  a  revival  meeting  held  in  June. 
We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  5  with  Bro.  J.  L.  Guthrie  presiding. 
Bro.  Guthrie  was  elected  elder  and  Bro.  Philip  Long  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Bro.  Ellis  Guthrie  was  installed  into  the 
ministry.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  one  week's  meeting  begin- 
ning on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  12.  Each  evening  will  be  in 
charge  of  different  speakers.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  evening,  Oct.  18,  at  7:30  p.  m.  Our  home-coming  on 
Oct.  19  will  be  an  all-day  meeting  closing  with  a  rally  day  pro- 
gram in  the  evening.— Mrs.  Gail  Young,  Bluffton,  Ohio,  Sept.  12. 

Eversole. — On  Aug.  3  Sister  Naomi  Erbaugh  Kinsel  gave  a  re- 
port of  the  Annual  Conference.  On  that  same  Sunday  Bro. 
Frank  Shank  of  Brookville  brought  the  morning  message.  At 
our  council  on  Aug.  28  we  elected  our  Sunday-school  officers. 
Bro.  Roy  Peters  was  elected  superintendent.  One  letter  was 
granted.  Our  men  have  been  doing  some  painting  at  the  church 
and  also  helping  to  dig  a  cellar  for  one  of  our  members  who 
lost  his  home  by  fire.  Sept.  7  was  our  harvest  meeting  and 
home-coming.  Bro.  Warstler  of  Middletown  brought  the  morn- 
ing message.  In  the  afternoon  Brother  and  Sister  J.  Homer 
Bright  told  us  of  their  experiences  in  China  and  about  their 
harvest  time  there.  Many  folks  came  to  enjoy  the  day  who  used 
to  attend  services  here.  Our  revival  meeting  of  Oct.  5-19  will  be 
in  charge  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  On 
Sept.  17  one  of  our  young  men,  Frederick  Smith,  will  leave  for 
Camp  Stronach.  He  is  the  first  to  go  to  any  camp  from  our 
church.— Anna    M.   Landis,    Brookville,    Ohio,    Sept.    15. 

Lower  Miami. — On  Aug.  3  Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  of  Middletown, 
Ohio,  began  a  revival  meeting  in  our  church.  He  preached  fif- 
teen spiritual  and  inspiring  sermons.  His  personal  work  was 
also  appreciated.  As  a  direct  result  three  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  the  entire  church  was  greatly  benefited. 
Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  3  when  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  The  writer  was 
elected  superintendent.  Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Oct.  26  at  7:00 
p.  m— Mrs.  William  Furrey,  Dayton,   Ohio,  Sept.   14. 

Maple  Avenue  (Canton). — Bro.  W.  M.  Kahle  was  with  us  Aug. 
3-7  to  bring  us  his  program  on  the  Christian  Use  of  Money.  He 
outlined  the  way  in  which  a  person  should  distribute  his  money 
over  the  different  areas  of  life,  and  showed  us  how  to  make  our 
money  go  farther.  His  lectures  helped  us  to  realize  more  clearly 
that  a  person  cannot  be  a  Christian  unless  he  vises  his  money  in 
a  Christian  way.  We  feel  that  the  Maple  Avenue  church  was 
blessed  by  his  stay  with  us.  We  sent  one  packet  to  Camp  Lagro; 
we  also  sent  some  clothing  for  relief.  A  special  meeting  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  installing  our  minister's  wife,  Sister 
Horner.     Bro.  Horner  has  been  bringing  us  some  very  uplifting 
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sermons.     We   are  planning   to   have   a   Sunday-school   night   on 
Sept.  27.— Mrs.  S.  Z.  Paulus,  East  Sparta,  Ohio,   Sept.   15. 

New  Carlisle. — Bro.  John  B.  Gump  preached  an  inspiring  ser- 
mon for  us  on  June  15  when  Pastor  Helman  was  at  Annual 
Conference.  On  June  22  Bro.  J.  C.  Flory  of  the  West  Charleston 
church  was  our  guest  speaker.  His  message  was  very  helpful. 
Sister  Minnie  Bright  was  with  us  on  June  29  and  gave  splendid 
messages  to  both  children  and  adults.  Bro.  Helman  gave  a  very 
interesting  Conference  report  on  July  6  at  the  Sunday  morning 
service.  On  July  10  we  had  our  annual  church-school  picnic 
supper  at  the  church.  This  evening  of  fellowship  was  spon- 
sored by  the  mother  and  daughter  organization.  The  women's 
missionary  society  held  a  regular  meeting  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Ella  Studebaker  on  Aug.  12.  An  interesting  program  was  given. 
On  Sept.  4  the  fall  business  meeting  was  held,  at  which  time  the 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected.  The  home  builders  met  at 
the  home  of  Sister  Bettie  Gordan  on  Sept.  9.  Sister  Emma  Good 
of  the  Springfield  church,  who  is  director  of  the  home  builders  of 
Southern  Ohio,  gave  a  fine  message  on  The  Value  of  Children 
in  the  Home.  The  Springfield  ladies'  quartet  sang  a  very  fitting 
special  number.  Our  choir  was  on  a  little  vacation,  and  we  are 
now  appreciating  their  splendid  help  in  our  services  again. — ■ 
Ida  Kempton,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  Sept.   17. 

Oregon 

Albany. — On  June  10  our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Forrest  Groff, 
and  family,  and  also  Bessie  Lam  of  Chicago,  arrived  in  our 
midst.  They  did  well  in  their  work  here.  They  took  charge  of 
an  interesting  daily  vacation  Bible  school.  On  Sept.  3  they  left 
for  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  for  further  study.  The  quartet 
from  La  Verne  College  gave  an  inspiring  message  in  song  on 
Aug.  22.  Brother  and  Sister  Marion  Stern  and  family  arrived 
here  Sept.  4  to  begin  their  pastoral  work  with  us.  We  pray  that 
they,  as  -well  as  the  church,  may  be  strengthened  for  more  and 
better  work  for  the  kingdom  in  this  community.  We  met  in  our 
regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  9  to  elect  officers  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school.  Eld.  J.  D.  Miller  took  charge  of  the 
council  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  J.  S.  Culp.  Bro.  Ralph  Hatton  of 
the  Portland  church  was  elected  as  elder  for  the  coming  year 
and  Gene  Burriss  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  All  officers 
will  begin  their  duties  on  Oct.  1.  Reports  from  the  various 
boards  and  committees  were  read  and  accepted.  Two  letters 
have  been  accepted  and  one  granted  since  our  last  regular  coun- 
cil. Bro.  Groff  baptized  six  children  this  summer.  Our  fall 
communion  is  to  be  Oct.  25  at  8:00  p.  m. — Mrs.  N.  E.  Miller,  Al- 
bany,  Oreg.,   Sept.    10. 

Pennsylvania 

Conewago. — On  July  12,  13  our  young  people's  committee 
sponsored  a  young  people's  Bible  conference  which  was  held  at 
the  Bachmanville  house.  There  were  four  sessions  with  two  ser- 
mons at  each  session.  Bro.  Paul  Miller  of  the  Upper  Conewago 
congregation  and  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury  were  the 
speakers.  The  messages  were  both  inspirational  and  unusual 
in  their  directness.  Our  evangelistic  services  began  on  Aug.  17 
and  continued  for  two  weeks.  Bro.  Harry  Eshleman  of  the 
Green  Tree  congregation  was  the  evangelist.  Four  young  people 
were  baptized  on  Sept.  7.  Another  young  sister  was  baptized 
previous  to  the  revival.  We  have  been  having  Sunday  school  and 
church  for  those  over  seventeen  years  of  age.  The  services  are 
an  encouragement  to  all  and  we  hope  to  have  our  children  with 
us  very  soon. — Lillie  Heisey,  Hershey,  Pa.,  Sept.  15. 

East  Fairview.— The  East  Petersburg  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rendered  a 
program  to  our  young  people  on  July  3  at  the  home  of  Bro. 
Stanley  Earhart.  The  young  people  of  our  church  gave  a  mis- 
sionary program  on  July  13.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  returned 
missionary  to  India,  was  the  speaker.  Bro.  Lowell  Gearhart  of 
the  Falling  Springs  congregation  brought  the  morning  message 
on  Aug.  3.  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  was  the  speaker  at  a  temperance 
meeting  in  the  evening.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  13,  Bro.  D.  Howard 
Keiper  of  the  Morrellville  church  of  Johnstown  brought  us  a 
challenging  message.  Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  of  Annville  was 
the  speaker  at  our  harvest  home  service  on  Sunday  morning, 
Aug.  24.  We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  25  and  elected  our  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  Jacob  Ruhl  was  elected  super- 
intendent. Since  our  last  report  one  was  received  by  baptism. 
Several  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Conewago.— Jerome 
Brubaker,   Mt.  Joy,   Pa.,   Sept.   8. 

Elizabelhiown. — The  Good  Shepherd  Bible  class  presented  an 
orgatron  to  the  church,  which  was  accepted  at  the  council  on 
June  4.  The  following  special  speakers  spoke  to  us  on  the  eve- 
nings designated:  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner,  July  20;  Mrs.  C.  C. 
Eikenberry,  July  27;  Bro.  C.  C.  Eikenberry,  Aug.  3;  and  Mrs. 
John  White,  Aug.  10.  Dr.  G.  R.  Saylor,  who  was  a  delegate 
to  the  International  Religious  Education  convention  in  Mexico 
City,  brought  us  his  report  on  Aug.  17.  The  campers  gave  their 
impressions  of  Camp  Conewago  on  Aug.  24.  At  our  September 
council  Bro.  H.  B.  Longenecker  was  re-elected  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school.  We  are  making  tentative  plans  for  a  pre- 
Easter  service.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  19.  During  the 
past  year  there  have  been  twenty  baptisms,  two  transfers  from 
other  churches,  one  reclaimed  and  sixteen  received  by  letter. — 
Amos   A.   Hummer,   Elizabethtown,   Pa.,   Sept.   9. 

Raven  Run.— On  Oct.  27  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa., 
will  be  with  us  to  conduct  a  one-week  meeting  prior  to  our  love 
feast  which  will  be  held  on  Nov.  2.     On  June  8  Bro.  D.  R.  Mc- 


Fadden  of  Smithville,  Ohio,  began  a  two-week  revival  meeting 
here.  As  a  result  of  his  inspiring  and  helpful  messages  thirteen 
accepted  Christ.  Our  church  and  Sunday  school  have  been  go- 
ing on  in  the  Master's  work. — Mrs.  Thomas  Rinard,  Saxton,  Pa., 
Sept.   15. 

Richland. — Bro.  Carl  Zeigler,  pastor  of  the  Lebanon  church, 
spoke  on  Trifling  With  the  Eternal  on  the  evening  of  June  15 
when  the  service  was  in  charge  of  the  men's  work  program. 
Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  June  16-27,  with  the 
writer  as  the  director.  The  enrollment  totaled  172.  There  were 
nine  churches  represented.  The  daily  offerings  amounted  to 
$27,  and  this  amount  was  sent  for  neutral  relief.  In  addition  to 
this  offering,  the  children  made  various  articles  that  were  for- 
warded to  Elgin  to  be  used  in  the  junior  project  of  the  year. 
Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg  conducted  a  revival  in  the 
Milbach  house  Aug.  17-31.  As  a  result  of  these  services  seven 
were  baptized  on  Sept.  7.  The  meetings  were  very  well  at- 
tended and  the  messages  were  Spirit-filled.  We  are  anticipating 
a  great  missionary  service  on  Oct.  19  when  we  have  the  promise 
of  Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  to  be  with  us  for  the  entire  day.  On 
the  evening  of  Nov.  2  we  hope  to  have  with  us  the  Apollo  Four 
to  present  a  program  of  sacred  music.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  1,  2,  starting  at  1 :30  p.  m.  Bro.  Ralph  Schlosser  of 
Elizabethtown  will  open  a  revival  service  in  the  Richland  house 
on  Nov.  9. — Eva  A.   Bollinger,  Richland,  Pa.,  Sept.   17. 

Rummel. — On  July  16  we  met  in  quarterly  council.  Some 
very  good  reports  were  given.  We  decided  to  do  some  more 
work  at  the  parsonage  and  church.  On  July  26  we  held  our 
annual  Sunday-school  picnic.  On  Aug.  8  Paul  Voranaeff,  a 
young  Russian,  told  of  his  experiences  in  Russia.  Bro.  F.  E. 
McFeeley,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Emporium,  Pa., 
brought  us  the  evening  message  on  Aug.  10.  On  Aug.  17  we  had 
no  evening  service  so  our  folks  could  attend  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
circuit  rally  held  at  the  Maple  Spring  church.  The  women  pre- 
sented a  missionary  program  on  Aug.  24.  The  pageant,  Women 
of  the  World,  was  presented  with  several  other  numbers.  We 
also  presented  this  program  at  the  Old  Folks  Home  at  Scalp 
Level  a  week  later.  Our  pastor  and  wife  spent  two  weeks  at  the 
Bible  conference  at  Massanetta  Springs,  Va.  In  his  absence 
Brethren  Hehnan,  Hitscher  and  Murphy  brought  us  the  mes- 
sages. The  Johnstown  and  Windber  pastors  exchanged  pulpits 
again  this  year.  We  had  as  our  guest  speaker  Bro.  S.  W.  Pearce 
of  the  Conemaugh  church.  Since  our  last  report  four  letters  of 
membership  were  received.  We  also  welcome  into  our  fellow- 
ship a  young  man  who  was  baptized  Sept.  3  and  was  married  to 
one  of  our  sisters  at  the  church  on  Sept.  6.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
purchased  carpet  for  the  church  auditorium.  Bro.  H.  D.  Jones 
of  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  will  begin  a  two-week  meeting  on  Sept.  24. 
Due  to  the  infantile  paralysis  situation,  our  children  sixteen 
years  of  age  and  under  are  barred  from  Sunday-school  and 
church  services.  On  Sept.  3  we  elected  our  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers. — Mrs.  Alton  Statler,  Windber,  Pa.,  Sept.  18. 

Tire  Hill. — At  our  recent  council  meeting  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year,  and  our  elder,  Bro.  Charles  W.  Blough,  was 
retained.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  our  evangel- 
ist, Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck  of  the  Manor  congregation,  who  will 
begin  our  meeting  Oct.  6  and  close  it  with  the  love  feast  on 
Oct.  19.  We  have  retained  our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  H.  Rummel,  for 
another  year.  On  Aug.  20  Brother  and  Sister  Ira  Arnold  and 
daughter  presented  a  worship  in  art  service,  consisting  of  hymns 
illustrated  with  colored  chalk.  The  following  have  ministered 
to  the  congregation  at  different  times  in  the  absence  of  the 
pastor:  Bro.  Ordo  Pletcher,  Sister  Elsie  Matula  and  Bro.  H.  C. 
Hess. — Mrs.   H.   C.   Hess,  Johnstown,   Pa.,   Sept.   14. 

Tennessee 

Cedar  Grove. — On  Sept.  13  our  love  feast  was  held.  It  was  a 
spiritual  meeting.  The  following  Sunday  was  our  annual  home- 
coming. We  had  our  regular  Sunday  school.  At  the  morning 
worship  hour  Bro.  R.  B.  Pritchett  from  French  Broad  gave  us 
a  wonderful  sermon  on  the  Scriptures.  He  has  made  a  research 
of  the  Bible  and  has  in  his  library  a  wonderful  collection  of  old 
Bibles.  We  had  several  visitors  from  other  churches  in  the  dis- 
trict and  also  some  from  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  and  Ewing,  Va.  We 
served  lunch  at  the  noon  hour,  when  all  enjoyed  meeting  old 
friends  again.  In  the  afternoon  Bro.  G.  W.  Slagle  from  Lime- 
stone gave  a  sermon.  His  text  was:  "Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
he  may  be  found."  He  is  a  young  minister  and  his  sermon  was 
well   delivered. — Martha   Sizemore,    Rogersville,    Tenn.,    Sept.    16. 

Virginia 

Branch  (Sangerville  congregation). — Our  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  in  July  with  Pastor  I.  J.  Garber  as  director.  He 
was  assisted  by  five  other  teachers,  all  from  our  church.  There 
was  an  enrollment  of  seventy-five.  At  the  close  a  program 
was  well  presented.  The  aid  society  sponsored  the  painting  of 
the  inside  of  the  church,  which  was  very  needful.  Bro.  Clyde 
Wheeler  and  Garland  Wine  represented  our  young  people  at 
Camp  Bethel  this  summer.  The  ladies'  aid  packed  a  kit  for 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  The  aid  society  held  all-day 
meetings  during  the  summer  months.  They  sewed  for  relief 
work  and  the  needy  of  the  community;  they  also  did  various 
kinds  of  needlework.  We  are  very  grateful  to  have  back  with 
us  our  superintendent,  Bro.  Robert  Snyder,  who  was  in  the 
hospital.    The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  took  for  a  project  caring  for  the  ceme- 
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tery  during  the  summer  months.  Plans  are  being  made  for  the 
enlargement  of  our  cemetery.  The  young  people  from  the 
Branch,  Sangerville  and  Emanuel  churches  held  a  picnic  at  Hone 
Quarry  public  camp  on  July  26.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  song, 
Scripture  and  prayer  service  for  an  aged  couple,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Cupp,  who  have  been  shut  in  for  the  past  two  years.  On 
Aug.  3  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  play,  The  House  on  the  Sand,  to 
a  large  audience.  They  are  planning  to  give  it  at  a  number  of 
church.es.  The  Home  Builders  class  held  their  picnic  on  Aug.  3 
and  invited  the  Bible  class  of  our  church  and  the  young  married 
people's  class  of  the  Sangerville  church.  Our  revival  meeting 
was  held  Aug.  10-24  with  Pastor  I.  J.  Garber  in  charge.  He 
brought  inspiring  messages,  and  on  each  evening  he  also  brought 
a  short  message  on  the  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Sister  Garber 
told  the  children  a  story  each  evening.  Six  were  gained  for  the 
kingdom.  The  annual  Cupp  reunion  was  held  on  Aug.  20.  We 
were  fortunate  to  have  with  us  Brother  and  Sister  Otho  Winger 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Sine  from  N.  Manchester,  Ind.  The  an- 
nual conference  of  women's  work  of  the  second  district  of  Vir- 
ginia was  held  at  our  church  on  Aug.  7.  On  Aug.  29-31  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  held  a  camping  trip  with  twenty  present.  On  the  following 
Sunday  they  joined  the  entire  Sunday  school  in  a  farewell  pic- 
nic in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Wine,  active  leaders  in  our 
church,  who  are  leaving  for  Beaverdam,  Va.  A  mother  and 
daughter  and  father  and  son  picnic  was  held  the  latter  part  of 
August.  Bro.  Robert  Snyder  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. Clyde  Wheeler  was  elected  president  of  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  and  Paul  Miller  adult  adviser.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  19,  at  6:30  p.  m. — Myra  Pitsenbarger, 
Bridgewater,   Va.,   Sept.    16. 


Chimney  Run. — We  began  our  series  of  meetings  on  Aug.  9 
with  Bro.  C.  A.  Click  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  as  our  evangelist.  Bro. 
Click  labored  earnestly  and  preached  the  Word  with  under- 
standing and  power.  We  feel  we  have  been  greatly  strength- 
ened and  built  up  as  a  result  of  his  labors.  Three  were  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism  and  others  are  near  to  the  kingdom. 
Brethren  Click  and  P.  E.  Ginger  visited  in  all  the  homes  of  the 
community.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  Aug.  23.  We  also  had 
the  privilege  of  having  with  us  in  our  Sunday  morning  service 
Bro.  Minor  C.  Miller  and  wife  of  Bridgewater.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  progressing  very  nicely  under  the  direction  of  Bro. 
G.  R.  Robertson  as  superintendent.  We  have  Sunday  school 
and  preaching  each  Sunday  of  the  year. — Zella  C.  Kniceley, 
Warm  Springs,  Va.,   Sept.   16. 

Manassas. — A  large  number  of  women  attended  the  district 
women's  rally  which  was  held  at  the  Dranesville  church.  Mrs. 
Minor  Myers  gave  us  several  interesting  talks  on  some  of  the 
conditions  in  China.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  began  on  July  7 
and  closed  July  18.  It  was  under  the  direction  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Hugh  Garner,  our  summer  pastors.  The  average  attend- 
ance was  fifty-six.  The  money  received  was  used  to  buy  hymn- 
books  for  our  juniors.  We  were  very  happy  to  have  Bro.  Gar- 
ner help  us  redecorate  our  basement.  The  ladies'  aid  made  cur- 
tains for  the  windows,  and  the  benches  and  walls  were  painted. 
This  all  adds  much  to  the  beauty  of  our  junior's  worship  cen- 
ter. On  July  28  Bro.  D.  B.  Garber  from  Waynesboro,  Va.,  be- 
gan our  evangelistic  meetings,  which  continued  until  Aug.  3. 
The  attendance  was  fine  throughout  the  meetings  and  twelve 
were  added  to  the  kingdom.     Quite   a   number   of  our  folks  at- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DISTRICT     MEETINGS 

California,     Northern — Empire, 

Oct.   10-13. 
Florida    and    Georgia — Tampa, 

Oct.    10-12. 
Indiana,        Middle — Monticello, 

Oct.   10-12. 
Kansas,    Northwestern — Victor, 

Oct.  17-19. 
Kansas,      Southeastern — Gravel 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 
Kansas,     Southwestern — Salem, 

Oct.    17-20. 
Maryland,  Western — Frostburg, 

Oct.   11. 
Missouri,    Northern — Wakenda, 

Oct.  24-26. 
Nebraska— Omaha,    Oct.    10-13. 
Pennsylvania,    Southern — Ship- 

pensburg,  Oct.  28,  29. 
Pennsylvania,  Western — Johns- 
town, Roxbury,  Oct.  22,  23. 

LOVE   FEASTS 
California 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  La  Verne. 

Illinois 
Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Franklin  Grove. 
Oct.      18,      7:30      pm,      Allison 

Prairie. 
Oct.    18,    Hickory   Grove. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Polo. 
Nov.  2,  Mount  Morris. 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 

Oct.  11,  10:30  am,  and  7  pm, 
Buck  Creek. 

Oct.  11,  6:30  pm,  Fairview. 

Oct.  11,  7:30  pm,  Beech  Grove. 

Oct.    12,   6:30   pm,   Rossville. 

Oct.   17,  Union  Grove. 

Oct.  17,  Yellow  Creek. 

Oct.   18,  Bachelor  Run. 

Oct.  18,  Eel  River. 

Oct.   18,  7  pm,  English  Prairie. 

Oct.   18,  Pine   Creek. 

Oct.  18,  7:30  pm.  Nettle  Creek 
at  Brick  church. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Wabash  Country. 

Oct.  20,  Walnut. 

Oct.  20,  7  pm,  Mexico. 

Oct.  25,  Bethel. 

Oct.  25,  Santa  Fe. 

Oct.  25,  7  pm,  West  Manches- 
ter. 

Oct.   25,   7:30   pm,   La   Porte. 

Oct.   25,    7:30   pm,   Middletown. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  West  Eel 
River. 

Oct.  26,  Logansport. 

Nov.   1,   6:30   pm,   Pyrmont. 

Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 

Nov.  3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 


Nov.  6,    Burnettsville. 

Nov.  8,    7   pm,    Wawaka. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.  9,   7:30  pm.  Cedar  Creek. 

Nov.  13,   7:30  pm,   Nappanee. 

Nov.  17,    7:30    pm,    Plymouth. 

Nov.  22,  Center. 

Dec.  1,   New   Paris. 

Iowa 

Oct.  12,  7:30  pm,  Union  Ridge. 

Oct.  19,  Coon  River. 

Oct.    19,    7   pm,   Prairie    City. 

Oct.    20,    Libertyville. 

Oct.    26,    Dallas    Center. 

Kansas 

Nov.   1,   7:30   pm.   Lone   Star. 
Nov.    4,   Maple    Grove. 

Maryland 
Oct.  11,  2:30  pm,  Piney  Creek. 
Oct.   11,  4  pm,  Brownsville. 
Oct.   11,   6:30  pm,   Sams  Creek. 
Oct.  12,  Ridgely. 
Oct.  18,  1:30  pm,  Broadfording. 
Oct.  18,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
Oct.    18,    19,    6:30   pm,   Meadow 

Branch. 
Oct.    19.    6:30   pm.   Pipe    Creek. 
Oct.  19,  Flower  Hill. 
Oct.    25,  -  3   pm,   Locust   Grove. 
Oct.    25,    Longmeadow. 
Oct.     26.     5     pm,     Woodberry, 

Baltimore. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,  Sharpsburg. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,  Westminster. 

Michigan 
Oct.  20,  8  pm,  Florence. 
Oct.  26,  8  pm,  Rodney. 
Nov.   15,  Jasper. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Minnesota 
Oct.    12,    Worthington. 
Oct.  26,  Lewiston. 

Missouri 
Oct.  22,  7:30  pm,  Cabool. 
Oct.  25,  Warrensburg. 

North   Dakota 

Oct.    11,   Minot. 

Ohio 
Oct.    12,    7    pm,    Castine. 
Oct.   12,  7  pm,  Painter  Creek. 
Oct.   18,  7  pm.  Beech   Grove. 
Oct.   18,  7   pm,   Donnels   Creek. 
Oct.  18,  7:30  pm.  County  Line. 
Oct.   19,  7  pm,  Brookville. 
Oct.    19,   Pleasant    Center. 
Oct.  25,  10:30  am,  Prices  Creek. 
Oct.  25,  7  pm,  Pitsburg. 
Oct.    26,    7    pm,    Lower   Miami. 
Oct.  26,  7  pm,  New  Carlisle. 
Oct.  26,   7  pm,   Sidney. 


Nov.  1,  7  pm.  Lower  Stillwater. 


Nov 

8, 

7  pm,  Salem. 

Nov 

8, 

7:30    pm,    Stonelick. 

Nov. 

10 

,  7:30  pm,  Middletown 
Oregon 

Oct. 

18, 

7:30  pm,  Mabel. 

Oct. 

25, 

8  pm,  Albany. 
Pennsylvania 

Oct.  11,  2  pm,  Skippack  house, 

Mingo  congregation. 
Oct.    11,    12,    1:30   pm,   Midway. 
Oct.      11,      12,     7     pm,     Three 

Springs. 
Oct.    12,    Hooversville. 
Oct.  12,  2  pm,  East  Fairview. 
Oct.  12,  2  pm,  Spring  Grove. 
Oct.    12,    6:30    pm,    Huntsdale. 
Oct.   12,  6:30  pm.   Shade  Creek 

congregation,    Berkey   house. 
Oct.    12,   7   pm,   Claysburg. 
Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Fairview. 
Oct.    12,    7    pm,    Snake    Spring 

Valley. 
Oct.  12,  7:30  pm,  Ten  Mile. 
Oct.  18,  2  pm,  Mohler's  church, 

Springville    congregation. 
Oct.    18,   6:30   pm,    Spring   Run 

house. 
Oct.  18,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 
Oct.    18.    19,    Back    Creek    con- 
gregation.   Shank   house. 
Oct.   18,   19,    10   am,   Schuylkill, 

Big  Dam  house. 
Oct.     18,     19,     1:30     pm,     Little 

Swatara    congregation,    Zieg- 

ler  house. 
Oct.   19,   Carson  Valley. 
Oct.  19,  Center  Hill. 
Oct.    19,   Elizabethtown. 
Oct.    19,   Koontz. 
Oct.    19,    Somerset. 
Oct.   19,  6  pm,   Hanover. 
Oct.  19,  6  pm,  New  Fairview. 
Oct.  19,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Ambler. 
Oct.      19,      7      pm,      Beachdale 

house,    Berlin    congregation. 
Oct.   19,   7  pm,   Conemaugh. 
Oct.    19.    7    pm,    Pleasant    Hill, 

Johnstown. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 
Oct.    19,    7    pm,    Westmont    at 

Johnstown. 
Oct.     22,     23,     10     am,     Middle 

Creek     house,     West     Cone- 

stoga  congregation. 
Oct.  25,  2  pm,  Akron. 
Oct.   25,   2   pm,   Indian   Creek. 
Oct.    25,    6:30   pm,    Spring   Run 

congregation    in    Pine    Glen 

house. 
Oct.    25,    26,    10    am,    Hanover- 
dale     church,     Big     Swatara 

congregation. 


Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Meyer 
house,  Fredericksburg 
church. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Price's 
church. 

Oct.  26,  Marsh  Creek. 

Oct.  26,  Shamokin. 

Oct.  26,  9:30  am.  Black  Rock, 
Upper  Codorus  congregation. 

Oct.  26,  1:30  pm.  Maiden  Creek. 

Oct.  26,  5  pm,  Carlisle. 

Oct.    26,    6:30    pm,    Bellwood. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Clover  Creek. 

Oct.  28,  29,  10  am,  Mt.  Hope 
house,  Chiques  congregation. 

Nov.   1,   1:30  pm,  Richland. 

Nov.  1.  7  pm.  Mechanic  Grove. 

Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 

Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  First  church, 
Philadelphia. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 

Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Madison  Ave- 
nue, York. 

Nov.  2,   7  pm,  Norristown. 

Nov.   5,   7   pm,  Chambersburg. 

Nov.  8,  9,  10:30  am,  Falling 
Spring  congregation,  Hade 
church. 

Nov.  9,  Lititz. 

Nov.  9,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 

Nov.   16,  Ephrata. 

Nov.   23,   all   day,   Bermudian. 

Virginia 

Oct.  11,  6  pm,  Brick. 

Oct.    11,    7   pm.   Pleasant   Hill. 

Oct.  11,  12,  Red  Oak  Grove. 

Oct.    12,    5:45   pm,    Rileyville. 

Oct.  12,  7  pm,  Greenmount. 

Oct.  18,  6  pm.  Barren  Ridge. 

Oct.  19,  4  pm,  Hollywood. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm.  Branch,  Sang- 
erville congregation. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Garber's  church, 
Cook's    Creek    congregation. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,   Linville   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 

Oct.   25,   6  pm,   Mt.   Zion. 

Oct.    26,    6   pm,   Beaver   Creek. 

Oct.    26,    6:30    pm,    Browntown. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Elk  Run. 

Oct.  26.  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  1,  4:30  pm.  Laurel 
Branch. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.   Olivet. 

Washington 

Nov.  22,  Sunny  Slope. 
West  Virginia 
Oct.     18,     2:30     pm,     Bethany, 

Thornton. 
Oct.    19,   3:00   pm,   Shiloh,   Kas- 

son. 
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tended  district  meeting  at  the  Nokesville  church  Aug.  14,  15.  On 
Aug.  24  Bro.  Garner  delivered  his  farewell  sermon  for  the  sum- 
mer. We  miss  Brother  and  Sister  Garner's  presence  and  serv- 
ices very  much.  On  Aug.  31  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  missionary  to  Africa 
and  survivor  of  the  Zamzam,  was  with  us  and  told  of  her  ex- 
periences. On  Sept.  7  Bro.  Davis  Nolley  from  Nokesville  de- 
livered the  morning  message.  In  the  afternoon  our  council 
meeting  was  held  with  Bro.  E.  E.  Blough  as  moderator.  Officers 
for  the  coming  vear  were  elected. — Mrs.  Orrin  Kline,  Manassas, 
Va.,    Sept.    11. 

Mill  Creek.— On  Aug.  3  the  young  people  of  the  Mill  Creek 
church,  together  with  the  young  people  of  the  Mt.  Olive  Pro- 
gressive Brethren  church,  held  a  vesper  service.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  recently  held  a  campfire  service.  They  gave  a  musical 
program,  The  Prodigal  Son,  on  Aug.  24.  Our  harvest  meeting 
sermon  was  preached  on  Aug.  17.  Recently  the  local  Y.  T.  C. 
gave  an  interesting  program  at  the  Sunday  morning  preaching 
hour.  Delegates  represented  the  church  at  the  various  camps 
at  Camp  Bethel  and  also  at  the  regional  conference  at  Bridge- 
water.  Several  attended  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne. 
On  Aug.  24  we  were  fortunate  in  having  Bro.  Otho  Winger  of 
North  Manchester  bring  the  message  of  the  morning.  A  new 
heating  system  has  been  installed  in  the  church.  Our  fall 
council  was  held  on  Aug.  23.  The  report  of  the  annual  church 
visit  was  given  and  also  of  the  church  treasurer  and  the  church 
extension  and  Sunday-school  committee.  Short  talks  were  given 
by  Brethren  Samuel  Lindsay,  M.  L.  Huffman,  and  C.  E.  Long. 
Brethren  Earl  Cline  and  Clifford  Good  were  installed  as  deacons. 
Bro.  Clyde  Wampler,  who  has  been  Messenger  agent  for  many 
years,  passed  in  his  resignation.  This  work  is  to  be  taken  over 
by  the  deacon  brethren.  Our  communion  service  will  be  held 
Oct.  25  at  6:00  p.  m.  Bro.  James  Moyers  was  elected  adult  ad- 
viser for  the  young  people.  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing  will  conduct 
a  two-week  revival  here  beginning  Oct.  26. — Lera  Bowman  Jar- 
rels,  Penn  Laird,  Va. 

Otierland. — Bro.  Grant  Mahan  held  a  Bible  school  here  Aug. 
18-31  with  others  helping.  The  Bible  was  used  as  a  textbook. 
Much  interest  gathered  around  the  daily  offerings,  which  were 
given  to  a  near-by  Sunday  school.  The  giving  of  forty-three 
certificates  of  attendance  was  a  feature  of  the  closing  of  the 
school.  This  community  would  make  a  nice  place  for  a  Breth- 
ren chapel.  It  is  hoped  some  Brethren  may  move  this  way.  The 
climate  is  delightful  and  the  mountain  scenery  is  of  unsur- 
passed beauty.  The  Gospel  Messenger  is  coming  for  a  season 
into  quite  a  few  of  our  homes,  and  we  are  grateful  for  this  gen- 
erosity. We  voted  for  Bro.  Mahan  to  come  back  among  us. — 
Lula  Bowyer,   Bedford,   Va.,   Sept.    12. 

Pleasant  Hill. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  13  with  our  as- 
sistant elder,  Bro.  A.  N.  Hylton,  presiding.  Bro.  Lonnie  Weddle 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  deacon  brethren 
gave  a  report  of  their  annual  church  visit,  preparatory  to  our 
love  feast  which  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Oct.  11  at  7  p.  m. 
On  the  Sunday  following  our  council  Bro.  Hampton  Marshall 
preached  an  interesting  sermon. — Mrs.  Aver  M.  Cannaday,  Wil- 
lis, Va.,  Sept.   15. 

Red  Oak  Grove. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  13  with 
Bro.  C.  E.  Williams  presiding.  The  annual  church  visit  was 
made,  and  our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  usual  time,  Oct.  11, 
12.  We  hope  to  have  a  number  of  visiting  brethren  with  us  at 
that  time.  The  sisters  of  our  church  have  given  a  packet  to  the 
Brethren  Service  camps.  Our  children's  day  program  was  given 
on  June  29  with  an  unusually  large  crowd  in  attendance.  We 
were  favored  with  a  program  by  a  male  quartet  from  Bristol 
that  was  much  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  church  is  looking  forward 
to  the  coming  of  Bro.  Everette  Reed  in  a  revival  to  begin  with 
the  close  of  our  love  feast  if  it  is  convenient  for  him  to  be  with 
us  at  that  time.  Our  desire  is  that  we  be  remembered  by  all 
readers  of  the  Messenger,  that  much  good  may  be  accomplished 
both  in  the  church  and  out.  Five  have  been  baptized  since  our 
last  report,  as  a  result  of  the  cottage  prayer  meetings.  The  next 
prayer  service  will  be  held  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Willie  Yearout.  Our  delegates  to  district  conference  were  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Dewey  Reed. — Ada  Dobbins  Basham,  Floyd,  Va., 
Sept.  15. 

Wakeman's  Grove. — Our  revival  meeting  began  Aug.  25  and 
closed  Sept.  7,  with  Bro.  Lloyd  Nedrow  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa., 
as  evangelist.  We  had  a  good  meeting  with  much  interest  and 
good  attendance,  but  no  conversions.  We  feel  that  everyone  was 
strengthened  by  Bro.  Nedrow's  inspiring  sermons.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Sept.  6.  On  Oct.  26  at  eleven  o'clock  Bro.  B.  S. 
Landis  of  Harrisonburg  will  preach  the  dedication  sermon  ded- 
icating the  new  Sunday-school  rooms  just  recently  completed. 
— Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Barrick,  Jr.,  Edinburg,  Va.,   Sept.  23. 

While  Hill. — Bro.  J.  H.  Kirby  of  Crimora,  Va.,  began  a  series  of 
meetings  on  Aug.  10,  continuing  for  two  weeks.  The  meetings 
were  inspiring  and  gave  us  a  spiritual  revival.  Twelve  were 
baptized,  some  of  them  being  heads  of  families.  The  interest  was 
good,  and  the  attendance  increased  the  second  week.  Our 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  19.  Eld.  B.  W.  Huff  pre- 
sided. Bro.  Erkine  Foley  was  elected  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. Our  faithful  elder,  Bro.  Huff,  was  re-elected  for  an- 
other year.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  Loren  Bowman,  who  came  to  us 
in  July  1940,  has  prpved  a  willing  worker,  and  his  sermons  are 
inspiring.  The  men,  together  with  the  ladies'  aid,  gave  the 
church   a  new  coat   of  paint   on   the   outside,   papered   and   var- 


nished the  inside,  and  bought  new  carpet.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  the  first  Sunday  in  October  at  six  o'clock.— Mary  E.  Hall, 
Stuarts  Draft,  Va.,  Sept.  20. 

Washington 

Sunnyslope. — We  enjoyed  a  message  from  Bro.  Leland  Bru- 
baker  on  July  6.  He  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Pacific 
Brethren  Mission.  Our  summer  assembly  and  district  confer- 
ence was  held  the  first  week  of  August  at  Lake  Wenatchee, 
with  a  large  attendance.  It  was  decided  to  make  Lake  Wenatchee 
a  permanent  place  for  the  meeting.  On  Aug.  10  we  were 
entertained  by  the  La  Verne  College  quartet.  The  ladies'  aid 
held  an  ice-cream  social  Aug.  21  on  the  lawn  of  Mrs.  Billy 
Holland.  Sept.  7  was  a  big  day  at  the  church.  Ronald  Hughes' 
class  of  junior  boys  worked  and  made  enough  money  to  buy  a 
bell  for  our  new  church.  It  was  dedicated  on  that  day  and  the 
boys  put  on  a  program.  Bro.  Clement  Bontrager  of  the  Ellis- 
ford  e  church  gave  a  talk.  It  was  an  impressive  service.  Bro. 
Paul  Longenecker  was  with  us  also,  and  a  delegation  from  the 
Wenatchee  church.  This  day  will  be  long  remembered  when  we 
hear  the  bell  ring,  and  we  hope  it  will  bring  many  people  to 
the  Sunnyslope  services.  Our  quarterly  business  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  8.  The  new  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  Bro.  Noble  Deardorff  was  re-elected  elder  and  Ray  Law 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  fall  love  feast 
will  be  on  Nov.  22  and  the  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming 
will  be  on  Nov.  23. — Mrs.  George  Deardorff,  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
Sept.  16. 

Wenatchee  Valley. — The  summer  season,  as  always,  has  been 
a  busy  one.  We  have  felt  the  presence  of  coast  defense  work, 
in  that  men  and  jobs  and  materials  are  being  concentrated  in 
our  coast  cities,  drawn  from  our  smaller  inland  towns.  We 
trust  that  our  loss  here  has  been  a  strengthening  of  the  churches 
in  Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Olympia.  Although  the  trip  to  Annual 
Conference  was  of  several  thousand  miles,  still  it  was  so  much 
nearer  than  the  eastern  regions  that  more  than  twenty  of  our 
people  were  privileged  to  be  there.  They  brought  back  fine 
reports,  only  increasing  the  wishes  that  we  could  have  been 
there  too.  The  Pacific  Brethren  Mission,  including  Drs.  Davis, 
Brubaker,  Beahm  and  Sisters  Beahm  and  Brubaker,  was  with 
us  all  one  Sunday.  Aside  from  the  fine  personal  contacts  they 
brought,  they  left  much  food  for  thought  and  spiritual  messages. 
We  recommend  a  repetition  of  this  mission  as  the  years  go  on. 
A  goodly  number  of  other  Eastern  Brethren  used  the  occasion 
to  visit  relatives  here,  and  we  heard  from  them  also  from  time 
to  time.  Because  of  the  shortage  of  agricultural  labor  all  our 
members  are  busy;  however,  our  aid  has  maintained  more  or 
less  regular  meetings  for  the  older  women  who  do  not  find  em- 
ployment outside  their  homes.  The  group  sent  350  cans  of  fruit 
to  the  work  camp  now  in  progress  among  migrants  in  the  Ya- 
kima Valley.  We  have  had  three  baptisms  in  the  past  month,  all 
being  adults.  The  members  of  the  young  married  people's 
classes  are  actively  getting  behind  the  new  young  adults  division 
created  at  the  recent  district  meeting.  Bro.  Bernard  Suttle  of 
Seattle  will  represent  them  on  the  district  board.  Although  the 
church  is  privileged  to  use  the  WPA  cannery  for  charitable 
work,  which  they  did  for  the  work  camp,  they  cannot  give  their 
gifts  out  of  the  state.  Since  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camp, 
if  and  when  it  comes,  will  likely  be  located  just  across  the  line 
in  Oregon,  they  expect  to  call  on  their  own  stores  to  supply  the 
boys  with  canned  fruits  if  it  can  be  useful.  They  will  also  find 
other  projects  to  sponsor.  The  annual  fall  council  was  held  re- 
cently with  a  fair  attendance  in  spite  of  the  fruit  season.  We 
are  always  glad  to  rejoice  with  our  students  who  can  go  to  col- 
lege, but  their  going  leaves  a  large. hole  in  our  ranks.  We  wish 
them  God's  richest  blessings  as  they  go  to  prepare  to  be  more 
successful  servants  in  his  work.  Manchester,  McPherson  and 
Le  Verne  are  receiving  a  number  of  them,  but  we  do  not  have 
any  at  Bethany  this  fall. — Geraldine  Eller,  Wenatchee,  Wash., 
Sept.   10. 

West  Virginia 

Bethel.— On  Aug.  31  Eld.  B.  W.  Smith  of  Burlington  closed  our 
revival  with  a  communion  service;  there  was  an  attendance  of 
forty  members.  Fourteen  inspiring  sermons  were  delivered  and 
four  persons  were  added  to  the  church,  Bro.  Smith  has  held 
ten  revival  meetings  at  our  church.  We  met  in  council  on 
Aug.  23  and  elected  our  church  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  was  re-elected  elder.  Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  are  Sister  Omah  Sions  and  Bro.  Olen  Hinkle.  For  the 
past  year  we  have  been  trying  out  the  budget  system  in  our 
church;  committees  report  that  this  means  of  raising  money  is 
very  successful  and  we  voted  at  our  council  to  continue  the 
budget  system  this  coming  year.  We  have  chosen  Bro.  Ernest 
Muntzing  for  our  evangelist  for  the  coming  year.  Our  women's 
work  is  progressing  nicely  with  an  enrollment  of  twenty-three. 
During  the  past  year  we  donated  a  bundle  of  clothing  to  the 
Friends'  Service  Center,  paid  our  achievement  offering  and  spon- 
sored our  vacation  Bible  school.- — Vera  J.  Sions,  Old  Fields,  W. 
Va.,  Sept.  22. 

Crab  Orchard. — Our  church  council  met  in  regular  session  on 
Sept.  6.  A  committee  of  one  was  appointed  to  see  about  having 
water  installed  in  the  parsonage.  The  church  is  having  a  new 
furnace  installed  this  fall  since  the  completion  of  the  basement. 
Our  Sunday-school  attendance  has  decreased  a  bit  this  summer 
because  of  so  many  being  on  vacations,   but  we  feel  it  will  in- 
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crease  with  the  beginning  of  school.  We  were  very  fortunate  to 
have  Brother  and  Sister  M.  Guy  West  with  us  for  a  two-week  re- 
vival this  summer.  The  older  folks,  as  well  as  the  children,  en- 
joyed the  stories  told  each  evening  by  Mrs.  West.  Bro.  West 
brought  us  some  very  inspiring  sermons.  Two  reconsecrated 
their  lives  to  Christ  at  these  services.  Bro.  West  has  been  elected 
as  elder  of  our  church  for  the  coming  year.  Most  of  our  church 
officers  were  re-elected.  Brother  and  Sister  West  conducted  a 
two-wefek  vacation  Bible  school  while  here,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  more  than  100.  An  offering  for  relief  was  lifted  on 
the  closing  night  of  Bible  school.  Our  church  is  doing'  quite  a 
bit  toward  relief  with  the  Brethren  Service  cups.  The  ladies' 
aid  received  a  bolt  of  outing  from  Mrs.  West  to  be  made  into 
clothes  for  relief  work. — Ruth  Spangler  Quintier,  Crab  Orchard, 
W.  Va.,  Sept.   12. 

Wiley  Ford. — We  held  a  very  successful  daily  vacation  Bible 
school  June  9-20  with  nearly  100  in  attendance.  Miss  Margaret 
Seese  of  Petersburg  was  dean  of  the  school  with  four  local 
teachers  assisting  her.  The  children  gave  a  very  impressive  wor- 
ship program  following  the  Sunday-school  hour  on  June  22.  The 
children's  picnic  was  held  on  June  21  with  nearly  100  children 
present.  The  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  June  28. 
The  closing  exercises  of  the  Bible  school  were  held  June  21. 
Miss  Seese  gave  a  splendid  talk  at  the  young  people's  hour  on 
June  15,  giving  some  of  her  experiences  while  in  China.  We 
have  a  one  hundred  per  cent  Messenger  Club  in  our  church. 
We  are  working  on  the  new  church  house.  The  following  filled 
the  pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Clifford  Long,  Aug. 
10  and  Aug.  24;  Mrs.  Alice  Hamilton  Merrill,  July  13  and  Aug.  3; 
Eld.  Ray  Showalter,  Aug.  14.  Bro.  L.  S.  Miller  of  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  gave  a  very  impressive  lecture  while  showing  the  passion 
play  in  pictures  on  Aug.  30.  He  delivered  a  sermon  on  Sunday 
morning  and  gave  an  appealing  temperance  lecture  with  pic- 
tures on  Sunday  night,  Aug.  31. — Mae  Shanholtz,  Ridgeley,  W. 
Va.,  Sept.   18. 

Wisconsin 

Rice  Lake. — Our  pastor  and  wife  arrived  home  Sept.  5  from 
the  district  meeting  and  on  Sunday  morning  gave  a  good  report 
of  the  meeting.  On  Monday  evening  the  nominating  commit- 
tee met  and  nominated  a  complete  group  of  officers  for  both  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  for  the  coming  year.  They  were  then 
elected  by  the  church,  meeting  in  council  on  Sept.  10  with  Pas- 
tor Bryan  in  charge.  With  an  extra  effort  put  forth  this  past 
summer  by  nonresident,  as  well  as  resident  members,  the  church 
is  entering  the  new  year  with  all  bills  paid.  We  are  ready  to  put 
forth  greater  zeal  that  more  may  be  accomplished  in  his  name. 


One  thing  we  badly  need  is  a  parsonage.  We  have  the  property 
on  which  to  build  if  some  arrangements  could  be  made  to  erect 
the  building.  There  is  a  field  here  and  the  seed  has  been  sown; 
let  us  work  to  bring  about  the  harvest.  We  enjoyed  the  visit 
of  Brethren  H.  J.  Kreider  and  Miller  with  their  families  from 
Milford,  Ind.,  on  Aug.  20,  and  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor  Bro. 
Kreider  gave  an  inspiring  talk.  Brother  and  Sister  Cooper  and 
daughter  of  Milford  were  with  us  on  Sept.  7.  A  welcome  awaits 
all  brethren  and  sisters  who  pass  this  way. — George  M.  Hineline, 
Rice   Lake,   Wis.,   Sept.    14. 


On  Making  a  Will- 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mission 
Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  a  cor- 
poration of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with  its 
principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illi- 
nois, its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  the 

sum  of dollars  ($ )  to  be 

used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  Board  as 
specified  in  its  charter." 


General  Mission.  Board 
OT  TBI  CHVXCH    or  THE  XUTSMM  ^ 

Elgin.  Illinois 


THREE  BOCKS 
YOU  NEED 

The  Story  of  Our  Church.     J.  E.  Miller.     $1.25. 

"This  is  the  first  general  history  of  the  church  which 
has  been  written  since  1919.  It  was  time  for  a  fresh 
retelling  of  the  saga  of  Brotherhood  which  began  at 
Schwarzenau.  The  author  is  eminently  qualified  to 
WTite  the  story.  Whatever  virtue  we  should  expect  in 
such  a  history  written  by  J.  E.  Miller  we  should  expect 
it  to  be  interesting.  It  is.  This  history  is  written  par- 
ticularly for  young  people." 

Christopher  Sower  and  Son.    H.  A.  Brandt.    75c. 

An  interesting  story  of  the  two  Christopher  Sowers, 
who  printed  the  first  Bible  in  a  European  language 
1743,  the  first  Bible  printed  with  paper  made  in  Amer- 
ica 1763,  and  the  first  Bible  printed  from  type  made  in 
America  1776 — Godly  men  who  stood  for  principle 
above   safety. 

Meet  Henry  Kurtz.     H.  A.  Brandt.     $1.00. 

An  interesting  life  story  of  the  man  who  started  our 
first  church  paper  which  has  resulted  in  our  present 
Gospel  Messenger  and  the  Publishing  House.  An  act- 
ive elder  and  writing  clerk  of  Annual  Meeting. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
Elgin.  111. 


Memories  of  Manchester 

By  OTHO  WINGER 

President  1911-1941 

The  second  edition  and  printing  of  this 
book  is  now  going  rapidly.  No  more  will 
be  printed.  Every  former  student  and 
graduate  should  have  a  copy.  During 
these  thirty  years,  President  Winger  was 
not  only  the  most  dynamic  personality  in 
the  development  of  Manchester  College, 
but  he  also  touched  and  influenced  all  the 
work  of  the  church.  Many  inside  glimpses 
are  given  of  our  general  church  history 
that  will  be  of  interest  to  every  member  of 
the  church.  Some  of  President  Winger's 
best  chapel  talks  are  included.  You  will 
be  interested.     Order  your  copy  at  once. 

Price  $2.00,  postpaid.    Address 

J.  O.  WINGER 
North  Manchester.  Indiana 
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OH  COME,  LET  US  WORSHIP  AND  BOW  DOWN;  LET  US  KNEEL  BEFORE  JEHOVAH,  OUR 
MAKER:  FOR  HE  IS  OUR  GOD,  AND  WE  ARE  THE  PEOPLE  OF  HIS  PASTURE,  AND  THE 
SHEEP  OF  HIS  HAND.    Psa.  95:6,  7. 

GENERAL 


ALBERT   W.   PALMER $1.50 

the  small  congregation,  the  need  for  an  intensely  real 
s  are  the  best  for  worship  purposes;  how  to  select  and  use 
e  the  pulpit  and  choir;  how  to  place  the  large  Bible,  cross 
nstruct  the  small,  poorly-arranged  building;  and  what  is 
s  and  in  skill  in  leading  others  to  accept,  appreciate  and 

book. 

ALBERT    A.    SUSOTT .$1.50 

gesting  ways  and  means  of  building   and  improving  the 
or  use.     Just  the  book  for  source  materials  for  public  wor- 
improve   public   worship.     The   book    is    a   result   of   the 
ices. 


COME,    LET    US    WORSHIP  

The  author  first  considers  the  primary  requirement  of 
worship  experience.  If  you  want  to  know  what  Scripture 
effectively  poetry,  hymns  and  choir  music;  how  to  arrang 
or  religious  picture  to  have  the  best  effects;  how  to  reco 
even  more  important,  how  to  grow  as  a  leader  of  devotion 
helpfully  use  the  many  beautiful  aids  to  worship,  read  this 

PRACTICAL   HANDBOOK    OF   WORSHIP,    A 

Here  is  a  practical  and  useful  working  manual,  sug 
worship  service,  and  offering  a  wide  range  of  materials  f 
ship.  Full  of  concrete  suggestions  and  examples  of  how  to 
author's  own  efforts  as  a  pastor  to  improve  worship  serv 

WORSHIP  PROGRAMS  IN  THE  FINE  ARTS alice  a.  bays $2.00 

A  book  of  thirty-seven  excellent  worship  services  centering  on  themes  in  music  and  art.  Illustrations  are  in- 
cluded with  the  services  based  upon  paintings  and  sculpture.  An  excellent  addition  to  any  library  of  resource  ma- 
terial  for   young   people. 

RURAL    LIFE    PRAYERS  mark  rich— compiler 15c 

As  its  name  implies  here  is  a  booklet  of  prayers  for  Rural  Life  Sunday  or  Rogation  Days,  Harvest  Home  and 
Thanksgiving  Services,  Arbor  Day  observances  and  other  occasions  which  center  about  the  spiritual  interests  of 
rural  life.     May  be  used  in  family  worship  and  private  devotions  as  well  as  for  public  service. 

ADULTS 

BOUND   IN  THE  BUNDLE  OF  LIFE Margaret  applegarth $1.50 

In  this  book  the  author  presents  sixteen  highly  skillful,  topical  programs,  built  from  superb  materials  taken 
from  poetry,  hymnology,  devotional  literature  of  all  ages,  drama,  liturgy  and  the  Bible.  In  addition  she  has  added 
original  meditations,  prayers,  short  dramas,  etc.,  welding  them  into  a  complete  program  with  a  topic  of  concern  and 
importance  to  modern  Christian  work.  Full  directions  for  the  leader  accompany  the  text.  Here  is  an  expert  serv- 
ice, provided  by  a  recognized  authority,  that  cannot  fail  to  make  missionary  meetings,  midweek  services,  and  adult 
class  meetings  of  all  sorts  more  interesting,  better  organized  and  more  meaningful.  Indeed,  in  a  church  where  they 
have  been  tried,  attendance  has  jumped  from  60  to  200.  A  fine  balance  of  suggested  music,  hymns,  poems, 
prayers  and  beautifully  told  stories. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE 

WORSHIP  PROGRAMS  AND  STORIES  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE  AND  INTERMEDIATES  $2.00 

ALICE  A.  BAYS 

Thirty -six  worship  programs  and  forty-two  worship  stories  developing  themes  which  are  close  to  the  thinking 
and  the  spiritual  interests  of  present  day  youth.  A  fine  balance  of  suggested  music,  hymns,  poems,  prayers  and 
beautifully  told  stories. 

INTERMEDIATES 

BUILDING   AN   INTERMEDIATE   PROGRAM lucile  desjardins $1.10 

A  practical,  non-technical  and  readable  handbook  for  church  school  teachers  or  directors  of  religious  education 
who  seriously  consider  the  program  for  intermediates  and   the  junior  high  age. 

JUNIORS 

JUNIOR    WORSHIP    MATERIALS   nellie  b.  burgess $1.50 

Mrs.  Burgess'  materials  are  in  keeping  with  sound  theory  and  practice  in  religious  education.  She  wisely  al- 
lows in  her  thirty-seven  splendid  worship  services  the  liberty  of  careful  adaptation  to  meet  the  peculiar  problems  of 
workers  in  local  situations.  In  addition  to  the  worship  services,  there  are  valuable  worship  stories,  excellently- 
worded  hymns  that  emphasize  the  junior  religious  experience,  splendid  lessons  from  art  masterpieces,  and  other 
materials  vital  to  the  work  of  junior  workers  in  city,  town  and  country. 

PRIMARIES 

PRIMARY  STORY  WORSHIP  PROGRAMS mary  k.  berg $1.75 

Forty  complete  worship  programs  based  on  stories  which  have  special  significance  for  children.  Each  pro- 
gram consists  of  stories,  scngs,  Scripture  and  suggestions  for  use  of  pictures  and  other  simple  equipment.  The 
material  has  all  come  from  actual  work  with  children  and   has  been  thoroughly  tested. 

MORE    PRIMARY    WORSHIP   PROGRAMS mary  k.  berg $1.75 

Same  as  above  but  no  duplication  of  materials. 
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Around 
the  World 


Fear  of  a  paper  shortage  is  hold- 
ing up  inauguration  of  the  Classics 
Club,  newest  of  the  book  clubs. 

The  average  price  of  books  on  the 
best  seller  list  of  1918,  32  fiction  ti- 
tles in  all,  was  $1.44.  Twenty-two 
years  later  the  average  price  was 
$2.52. 

The  Doctors  Mayo  will  be  pub- 
lished Nov.  20.  Advance  sales  to 
Sept.  12  were  15,326.  Orders  for  the 
book  have  already  come  from  Latin 
American  and  South  American 
countries. 

The  new  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  now  said  to  be  the  largest 
religious  publishing  concern  in  the 
world  and  operator  of  the  most 
widespread  chain  of  bookstores  on 
the  face  of  the  earth.  It  printed  and 
bound  1,500,000  books  during  its  first 
full  year  of  operation  as  a  united  or- 
ganization; issued  130,000,000  copies 
of  periodicals. 

A  library  and  a  workshop  have 
eliminated  crime  among  the  youth 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  The  dream 
of  a  police  chief  four  years  ago,  a 
youth  center  offering  activities  in 
cooking,  gardening,  canning,  hand- 
craft in  the  workshop  and  adven- 
tures in  books  has  given  entertain- 
ment and  work  to  more  than  400 
youngsters. 

An  authors'  co-operative  publish- 
ing company,  The  Island  Workshop 
Press  Co-op,  Inc.,  celebrated  its  first 
birthday  on  Sept.  15  with  the  pub- 
lication of  Stories  of  the  Under- 
ground Railroad  by  Anna  L.  Curtis. 
The  stories  are  of  real  children  and 
were  collected  by  Miss  Curtis  in  the 
families  where  the  events  took 
place.  The  book  carries  a  foreword 
by  Rufus  M.  Jones. 


The  astonishing  sum  of  $139,000 
has  been  spent  in  the  United  States 
alone  to  make  and  keep  Inside  Eu- 
rope and  Inside  Asia  best  sellers; 
Inside  Latin  America  will  be  pro- 
moted on  the  same  scale. 

The  paper  ration  for  books  in  Eng- 
land has  been  reduced  first  to  sixty 
per  cent  of  the  publishers'  prewar 
requirements  and  later  to  fifty  per 
cent.  This  year  3,585  new  books,  in- 
cluding reprints  and  new  editions, 
have  been  published  as  against  6,464 
last  year. 


More  than  1,100  people  are  em- 
ployed in  the  three  Methodist  pub- 
lishing plants  in  Nashville,  Cincin- 
nati and  Chicago  and  the  13  book- 
shops and  distribution  centers. 

The  25-cent  volumes.  Pocket 
Books,  which  have  been  on  sale  for 
about  two  years,  are  selling  in  in- 
creasing quantities  in  general  book- 
stores and  distributed  in  all  48  states 
as  well  as  Alaska,  Canada,  the 
Philippines,  Hawaii,  Central  and 
South  America.  A  few  are  being 
shipped  to  Europe. 


The  Origins  of  the  Bible.  Theodore  Gerald  Soares.  Harper  and  Broth- 
ers, 1941.    277  pages.    $2.50. 

Have  you  v/ished  for  a  book  that  would  present  the  results  of  the 
critical  study  of  'Biblical  literature  readably  and  without  technical 
terms?  The  Origins  of  the  Bible  undertakes  to  do  this.  It  proposes, 
further,  to  carry  Biblical  origins  back  of  the  study  of  the  scholar  into 
the  everyday  experience  of  people  in  ages  long  past.  Indeed,  Dr. 
Soares  wants  to  account  for  the  books  of  the  Bible  by  setting  forth  the 
experience,  interest  and  thinking  back  of  them — their  psychology,  he 
would  like  to  say.  To  do  this  he  must  supplement  wide  historical 
study  with  a  liberal  use  of  historical  imagination. 

Some  readers  will  be  prepared  to  follow  him  and  will  feel  that  he 
has  made  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  understanding  of  the  Bible. 
They  will  especially  appreciate  the  personal  element  that  Dr.  Soares 
stresses  in  connection  with  the  writing  of  the  books.  Others  will  not 
follow  his  thinking,  but  will  nevertheless  feel  indebted  to  him  for  pre- 
senting the  critical  study  of  the  Bible  so  clearly  and  simply  that  they 
can  understand  it  and  see  its  sincerity.  Still  others  will  find  the  ideas 
so  divergent  from  their  customary  way  of  regarding  the  Bible  that  they 
will  charge  him  with  building  on  false  premises  and  letting  his  im- 
agination run  wild  in  a  field  that  is  dangerous  to  the  very  foundations 
of  faith.— E.  G.  Hoff. 

A  New  Heaven  and  a  New  Earth.  Edwin  Lewis.  Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
248  pages.     $2.00. 

The  heaven  and  earth  of  this  fascinating  title  are  poetic  names  for 
the  more  prosaic  words,  ideals  and  practice.  "It  is  changes  in  what 
men  believe  that  are  the  ultimate  causes  of  changes  in  what  men  do  or 
in  what  they  seek  to  bring  to  pass."  The  subject  matter  of  the  book  is 
more  exactly  indicated  by  the  sub-title,  The  Biblical  Basis  of  the  Dream 
of  a  Better  World. 

For  the  patient  student  who  likes  to  dig  deep  and  prove  all  things 
that  he  may  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,  there  is  spiritual  nourishment 
here,  rich  and  rewarding.  The  author's  position  on  matters  of  Biblical 
criticism  is  too  liberal  to  commend  his  book  to  the  general  reader.  Yet 
on  fundamental  doctrines  like  the  trinity  and  the  incarnation  he  is  sur- 
prisingly conservative.  He  argues  for  them  strongly.  In  this  field  he 
finds  the  new  heaven  one  must  believe  in  to  make  progress  toward  the 
right  kind  of  a  new  earth. 

The  central  thesis  of  this  book  is  unquestionably  sound.  A  good 
many  places  in  it  invite  raised  eyebrows  if  nothing  worse,  but  it  man- 
ages to  come  out  at  a  faith-strengthening  conclusion. — Edward  Frantz. 
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Approved  With  a  Reservation 

A  suggestion  has  come  to  your  humble  servant 
that  he  report  to  his  conscience  on  the  conduct  of 
his  job.  How  well  has  he  been  doing  the  work 
entrusted  to  him?  Wherein  has  he  succeeded? 
Wherein  has  he  failed?  Let  him  examine  himself 
conscientiously  on  this  point  and  then  make  a 
careful  checkup  of  the  results. 

So  far,  so  good,  but  that  was  only  half  of  it.  The 
suggester  wanted  a  copy  of  the  report  for  publica- 
tion! 

Sincere  self-examination  has  possibilities  of 
great  usefulness,  though  it  is  not  without  its  dan- 
gers, chief  of  which  is  that  it  will  not  be  sincere. 
Could  you  do  an  honest  job  of  it  if  you  knew  your 
findings  would  be  spread  out  before  the  world? 
Would  not  that  knowledge  color  the  findings  in 
spite  of  your  best  intentions?  Even  without  such 
an  embarrassing  limitation  the  work  of  self- 
judgment  is  difficult  enough  to  command  all  your 
resources. 

We  want  to  pass  our  brother's  suggestions  on  to 
all  persons  holding  positions  of  responsibility — 
and  who  does  not? — with  a  qualified  approval. 
The  reservation  is  that  you  make  your  report  to 
your  own  conscience  only.  We  were  about  to 
add,  and  to  God.  That  is  not  necessary.  He  will 
get  it  anyway.  e.  f. 

Of  Things  That  May  Come 

The  editor  of  the  London  Economist  is  the  au- 
thority for  an  interesting  forecast  on  things  that 
may  come  in  England.  "Great  Britain  has  almost 
reached  the  point  where  every  essential  commodi- 
ty is  rationed,  and  every  nonessential  commodity 
is  unobtainable." 

It  is  predicted  that  the  British  government  will 
continue  to  supervise  the  distribution  of  food  and 
clothing  after  the  war.  It  is  explained  that  this 
does  not  mean  socialism,  but  a  realization  that  it 
is  part  of  a  government's  responsibility  to  see  that 


all  the  people  receive  the  essential  commodities 
required  for  decent  living. 

But  who  can  quarrel  with  this  idea?  What  is 
unfortunate  is  that  peoples  have  waited  until  the 
discipline  imposed  by  war  suggests  certain  of  the 
bases  for  a  more  substantial  and  just  economic 
life.  h.  a.  b. 

Remember  the  Singer  as  Well  as  the  Song 

What  mingled  feelings  a  writer  must  have  when 
he  or  she  sees  a  thought  child  featured  on  the 
cover  page  of  a  magazine,  hears  it  used  by  some 
public  speaker,  or  listens  to  it  read  over  the  radio, 
but  all  without  mention  of  source  or  authorship! 
Yet  such  has  been  the  recurring  experience  of  the 
one  who  gave  to  the  world  that  exquisite  poem 
entitled  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand. 

On  one  of  the  far  isles  of  the  sea  the  only  son  of 
the  mother  of  whom  we  write  heard  a  speaker 
quote  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand.  It  was 
offered  as  a  fitting  and  eloquent  close  to  a  moving 
address.  The  speaker  was  sorry,  but  said  that  he 
did  not  know  the  author's  name.  But  when  the 
meeting  was  over  the  astonished  son,  well-nigh 
overcome  with  emotion,  could  scarcely  more  than 
whisper  to  the  speaker  for  the  occasion,  "My  moth- 
er was  the  one  who  wrote  that  poem!" 

Just  because  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  is 
so  truly  itself  a  masterpiece  of  inspired  sentiment, 
it  continues  to  outrun  the  knowledge  of  its  author- 
ship. Yet  gratitude  for  a  poem  so  lovely  suggests 
that  it  is  high  time  to  remember  the  singer  as  well 
as  the  song.  And  the  more  so  since  the  mother 
who  wrote  it  must  sit  quietly  in  her  chair  while 
the  bright  creation  of  her  mind  goes  faring  on, 
touching  hearts  and  moving  minds  to  noble  reso- 
lution and  worthy  deeds. 

For  the  sake  of  the  record  it  should  be  set  down 
that  on  a  day  early  in  1921  Mrs.  Myra  Brooks 
Welch  heard  a  speaker  use  an  apt  illustration  in 
some  remarks  to  a  group  of  young  people.  He 
said   something    about    seeming   ordinary   things 
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made  different,  completely  changed  in  signif- 
icance by  the  touch  of  a  master's  hand.  Immedi- 
ately ideas  began  to  take  shape  and  what  came  to 
Mrs.  Welch  she  set  down  in  three  stanzas.  The 
first  pictured  a  scene  where  an  old  violin  was  up 
for  sale,  the  second  what  happened  when  a  master 
played  on  the  instrument,  while  the  third  stanza 
interpreted  the  whole  in  terms  of  universal  human 
experience. 

In  perhaps  half  an  hour  the  poem  had  seemed 
to  write  itself.  With  some  others  it  was  sent  to 
Mrs.  Welch's  church  paper.  The  acceptance  slip, 
she  recalls,  noted  that  The  Touch  of  the  Master's 
Hand  was  considered  exceptionally  fine.  The  first 
appearance  of  the  poem  was  in  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger for  Feb.  26,  1921.  In  1933  a  woman  in  Ohio 
sent  the  poem  to  the  Mother's  Home  Life  Maga- 
zine as  her  favorite  poem.  It  appeared  as  author 
unknown.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  principal 
beginning  of  its  wide  circulation  without  any 
recognition  of  authorship. 

The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  continues  to 
turn  up  in  unexpected  places.  One  musician 
copied  the  poem  out  of  a  magazine  in  a  city  li- 
brary. Another  knew  of  the  poem.  Neither  one 
had  the  least  idea  who  had  written  it.  The  Touch 
of  the  Master's  Hand  is  frequently  read  over  the 
radio,  recently  appeared  without  credit  on  the 
cover  page  of  a  magazine  of  international  circula- 
tion, was  included  in  Best  Loved  Poems  of  the 
American  People,  was  published  as  a  musical 
monologue  by  a  London  music  house,  and  private- 
ly printed  by  a  New  York  publisher  in  a  style  be- 
fitting its  quality. 

It  is  true  that  there  may  be  singers  without  a 
song,  as  when  certain  refugees  hung  their  harps 
on  the  willows  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon.  But 
there  cannot  be  songs  without  the  singers  to  write 
great  lyrics.  And  so  the  singer  does  matter,  even 
as  the  artist  comes  before  and  is  greater  than  the 
thing  which  he  creates.  But  how  tragic  when  the 
singer  gets  separated  from  his  or  her  song!  Such 
a  mishap  is  all  too  frequent  in  the  world  of  letters. 
To  atone  for  what  has  happened  in  the  case  of  The 
Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand,  the  poem  is  now  pub- 
lished with  proper  credit  and  as  the  title  number 
in  a  book  of  verse  by  Mrs.  Myra  Brooks  Welch. 

H.  A.  B. 

A  Wide  Open  Door 

Honesty  and  tact  sometimes  have  difficulty  in 
getting  on  together.  The  first  is  basic  and  indis- 
pensable. The  second  is  very  useful,  indeed  es- 
sential to  good  leadership.  Both  are  under  con- 
stant temptation  to  crowd  each  other  out. 

It  is  too  bad  when  a  prominent  young  man  of 


integrity  and  courage,  by  his  lack  of  tact,  harms 
the  cause  he  tries  to  help.  It  is  still  worse  when 
a  prominent  public  servant  of  extraordinary 
shrewdness  by  his  lack  of  candor  sacrifices  his 
right  to  be  trusted. 

There  is  a -great  opening  for  world  leaders  who 
are  both  tactful  and  honest.  That's  why  the  church 
is  here.  e.  f. 

Have  You  a  Name  for  It? 

Brethren  publications  often  have  to  cover  a 
wide  scope  of  interest  because  the  size  of  our  con- 
stituency limits  the  number  we  can  have.  There 
is  need  also  for  avoiding  duplication  and  con- 
centrating on  the  task  that  most  needs  doing. 

For  many  years  we  have  had  the  Brethren 
Teacher's  Monthly  and  the  Brethren  Home  De- 
partment Quarterly.  Each  has  had  a  place  in  our 
church  life.  But  Sunday-school  teachers  need 
more  help  than  they  have  been  getting  to  make 
the  Bible  live  in  their  pupils  in  days  like  these. 
In  our  homes,  too,  there  is  need  for  devotional 
materials  for  family  and  personal  worship,  and 
for  help  to  lift  the  Bible  to  the  place  where  it  will 
keep  the  home  aglow  with  the  spirit  of  love  and 
helpfulness.  Some  of  the  things  we  have  been 
doing  in  the  article  sections  of  the  two  publica- 
tions are  being  better  done  in  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, Our  Young  People  and  the  International 
Journal  of  Religious  Education.  It  has  seemed 
wise  therefore  to  merge  the  Monthly  and  the 
Home  Department  Quarterly  and  specialize  on 
Bible  study  and  teaching  for  our  Sunday  schools 
and  homes.  More  help  is  to  be  given  on  the  les- 
sons; devotional  guidance  material  will  be  pro- 
vided; articles  and  study  plans  are  to  be  carried. 

The  change  is  scheduled  for  January  1.  Much 
of  the  material  for  the  January  issue  is  in  hand. 
One  problem  now  is  the  name.  The  suggestion 
taken  to  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  in  June 
was  Brethren  Bible  Study  Monthly.  The  Board 
recommended  Brethren  Monthly,  with  the  second- 
ary title,  For  Sunday-school  Teachers  and  Home 
Bible  Study.  But  there  are  problems  in  this  phras- 
ing and  it  is  probable  that  the  question  will  be 
reopened  at  the  meeting  on  October  29.  A  recent 
suggestion  has  been  Brethren  Bible  Study,  with 
secondary  statement,  Including  Brethren  Teach- 
ers' Monthly  and  Home  Department  Quarterly. 
Another  is  Brethren  Guide,  with  secondary  state- 
ment, For  Bible  Study  in  Home  and  Sunday  School. 
Do  you  have  a  preference  among  these?  Perhaps 
you  have  a  name  better  than  any  of  these.  If  so, 
let  us  have  it  before  the  Board  meeting  of  October 
29.  The  name  will  not  make  the  paper,  but  it  will 
help.  e.  g.  h. 
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The    Rich    People  I  Have  Known 


BY  VERA  V.  VIA 


To  be  "rich"  is  the  dearest  dream  of  every  boy 
and  girl,  and  of  many  adults.  The  possession  of 
material  things  means  so  much  to  the  average  hu- 
man that  the  term  "rich"  is  rarely  defined  in  any 
sense  except  that  of  having  a  lot  of  money.  But 
to  my  way  of  thinking  this  definition  is  not  the 
right  one.  For  the  "rich"  people  I  have  known  do 
not,  in  most  cases,  have  a  great  store  of  material 
things.  They  are  found  in  all  walks  of  life  and 
all  classes  of  society,  but  they  seem  to  have  some 
things  in  common.  Whether  well  provided  with 
the  comforts  of  life,  or  toiling  for  their  bread,  they 
seem  to  have  in  spirit  an  abundance  of  resources 
that  never  fail  them  despite  depression,  war,  or 
crisis. 

One  of  their  main  resources  seems  to  be  a  faith, 
that,  while  it  is  rarely  put  into  words,  seems  to 
guide  their  every  action.  You  never  hear  them 
give  their  opinion  of  what  God  looks  like,  or  what 
their  religion  means  to  them;  theirs  is  not  the  kind 
of  faith  that  needs  such  external  evidence  of  its 
existence.  It  is  rather  something  that  they  live, 
and  it  has  become  such  a  part  of  them  that  it 
shines  and  glows  in  their  faces,  and  in  everything 
they  do.  Their  faith  is  so  definite  a  thing  that  it 
seems  to  be  a  knowledge  rather  than  a  hope  that 
all  will  be  well.  Certainly,  he  who  has  faith  in 
this  chaotic  world  of  ours  is  indeed  a  "rich"  man. 
He  has  something  stable  to  which  he  can  cling  in 
an  unstable  world. 

They  also  have  faith  in  their  fellow  man.  They 
are  able  to  see  beyond  the  defensive  veneer  of 
pride  and  selfishness  with  which  so  many  people 
arm  themselves  to  meet  life.  Perhaps  it  is  be- 
cause of  this  faith  in  mankind  that  they  so  often 
have  a  capitalistic  tendency.  They  lend  to  those 
in  need  some  of  their  own  abundant  supply  of 
hope  and  courage.  And  in  return  they  get  rich 
dividends  in  friendship  and  pleasure. 

The  "rich"  people  I  have  known  are  never 
afraid  of  work.  Indeed,  they  seem  to  get  their 
greatest  pleasure  from  their  work.  The  type  of 
work  they  do  does  not  seem  to  be  a  determining 
factor  in  the  amount  of  pleasure  they  get  from  it, 
but  rather  the  way  they  do  it.  I  have  seen  a  "rich 
person"  get  as  much  pleasure  out  of  planting  seeds 
and  watching  them  grow  into  his  bread  as  a  poet 
gets  from  writing  a  sonnet.  He  works  as  if  he  felt 
his  work  to  be  as  much  an  art  as  that  of  the  poet, 
and  indeed  it  is,  for  he  is  working  with  the  great 
rhythm  of  nature,  while  the  poets  work  with  the 


rhythm  of  words.  Or  perhaps  in  the  great  wheels 
of  the  factory  he  hears  the  psalm  of  life,  and  re- 
sponds by  putting  his  best  into  his  work. 

Whatever  his  work  might  be,  the  "rich"  person 
seems  to  feel  that  if  he  fails  to  do  it,  he  has  robbed 
the  world  of  something  that  rightfully  belongs  to 
it.  He  never  feels  that  the  world  owes  him  a  liv- 
ing, but  rather  that  he  owes  the  world  the  best 
that  is  in  him.  Certainly  the  man  who  can  lose 
himself  in  his  work,  however  humble  it  might  be, 
is  indeed  a  "rich"  person.  He  has  an  endless 
source  of  satisfaction,  something  in  which  he  can 
find  self-expression. 

The  "rich"  person  may  or  may  not  be  well  edu- 
cated in  the  sense  that  we  usually  define  educa- 
tion, but  certainly  he  is  teachable.  He  is  ever  will- 
ing and  eager  to  learn.  Such  an  attitude  makes 
him  tolerant,  and  tolerance  is  a  resource  that 
yields  rich  rewards.  Indeed,  it  is  a  basic  require- 
ment of  the  student  of  life.  Without  it  no  one  can 
get  very  far  in  understanding  his  fellow  man.  It 
is  the  "rich"  people  of  America  with  a  great  store 
of  tolerance  who  must  help  the  war-weary  exiles 
who  have  found  their  way  here  to  orientate  them- 
selves to  American  life,  and  help  them  become 
good  citizens. 

What  Have  We  Gained? 

BY    ORA   W.    GARBER 

The  earth  is  yielding  secrets  which  for  years 
From  searching  minds  safe  hidden  had  remained. 
But  with   this   knowledge   come  both   doubts   and 

fears: 
What  have  we  gained? 

If  all  of  our  much-heralded  advance, 
Through  years  of  labor  and  research  attained, 
The  welfare  of  the  race  does  not  enhance, 
What  have  we  gained? 

If  we  so  use  resources  vast  and  new 
That  human  lives  are  still  more  deeply  pained 
While  lasting  benefits  to  none  accrue, 
What  have  we  gained? 

And  if  our  use  of  new-found  power  and  speed 
By  kindliness  and  love  is  not  restrained 
But  serves  the  cause  of  jealousy  and  greed, 
What  have  we  gained? 

If,  while  we  all  this  power  command,  the  soul 
By  bonds  of  hate  and  selfishness  is  chained 
And  lives  and  acts  apart  from  Christ's  control, 
What  have  we  gained? 

Elgin,  III. 
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And  above  all,  the  "rich"  person  seems  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  secret  of  happiness.  He 
knows  that  happiness  is  not  a  thing  that  just  hap- 
pens, but  something  that  one  builds  from  the  ma- 
terials with  which  he  is  given  to  work.  He  knows 
that  his  greatest  satisfaction  must  come  from  his 
work,  and  his  greatest  pleasure  must  come  from 
his  human  relationships.  And  before  he  can  taste 
the  joy  of  either  of  these  things  he  must  first  give 
himself.  You  do  not  find  the  "rich  person"  chas- 
ing happiness  somewhere  off  in  the  distance.  He 
builds  and  shapes  it  in  his  own  back  yard.  And 
since  it  is  a  thing  he  has  created  it  is  all  the  more 
precious  to  him.  It  is  a  thing  that  envy  and  spite 
and  hate  cannot  touch,  and  because  of  it  he  is  able 
to  take  blows  from  fate  that  would  wreck  the 
"poor"  man.  The  person  who  understands  these 
facts  and  plans  his  life  accordingly  is  indeed  a 
"rich"  person. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  resources  of  "rich" 
people  whom  I  have  known.  There  are  varying 
degrees  of  "richness,"  and  only  a  few  people  can 
be  classed  as  "rich";  but  I  have  known  many 
"wealthy"  people.  They  are  the  backbone  of 
American  life,  and  it  is  they  who  will  carry  on  the 
American  ideals. 

Bridgewater,  Va. 


Guidance  for  Youth 


BY  H.  A.  HUMPHREYS 

VI.  Introducing  a  New  Movement — Organized  Guidance 

"And  a  word  in  due  season,  how  good  is  it"  (Pro v. 
15:23). 

There  are  certain  general  principles  which 
should  be  observed  whenever  any  new  movement 
is  undertaken.  These  principles  should  include, 
at  least,  the  following:  (1)  planning  the  program, 
(2)  selecting  a  helping  committee,  (3)  selling  the 
idea,  and  (4)  starting  in  a  small  way.  It  is  thus 
that  the  introduction  of  an  organized  guidance 
program  is  treated  herein. 

The  pastor  should,  through  the  study  of  the 
theory  of  guidance  and  through  the  examination 
of  programs  in  operation,  acquire  as  broad  and 
definite  an  idea  as  possible  of  the  characteristics 
of  a  guidance  program.  He  should  understand  the 
steps  and  techniques  to  be  followed  in  organizing 
his  system.  His  plan  should  be  written  out  in  full 
and  a  definite  place  of  starting  determined.  Fi- 
nally, he  should  prepare  a  bibliography  on  guid- 
ance for  his  own  reference  and  in  preparation  for 
the  second  important  item  in  his  program  of  intro- 
duction. 

The  second  step  in  the  introduction  of  the  pro- 
gram is  the  selecting  of  a  committee  to  act  as  a 


unifying  agency  and  co-ordinate  the  guidance  ac- 
tivities of  the  entire  church  organization.  The 
pastor  must  select  this  committee  in  such  a  way  as 
to  represent  the  largest  interests  of  the  church, 
that  is,  in  addition  to  the  pastor  as  director,  there 
should  be  included  on  the  committee  the  assistant 
pastor  (if  any) ,  the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school,  each  of  the  departmental  superintendents, 
the  librarian,  and  at  least  one  classroom  teacher. 
A  committee  composed  of  the  above  personnel 
would  represent  the  greatest  spread  of  interest 
and  still  not  be  too  cumbersome  to  function  effi- 
ciently. However  small  the  church  and  however 
limited  the  program,  there  should  be  a  committee 
representing  the  entire  interests  of  the  church  in 
order  that  the  guidance  activities  may  diffuse 
throughout  the  entire  unit,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  properly  centralized. 

The  selection  of  the  committee,  as  described 
above,  should  thus  be  composed  of  the  best  indi- 
viduals of  the  system.  It  will  be  necessary  for 
this  committee  to  "stick"  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  pastor. 

After  the  committee  has  been  selected,  the  pas- 
tor's next  job  is  selling  the  guidance  idea  to  those 
whom  he  has  chosen  to  assist  in  launching  this 
program.  In  case  any  member  selected  should 
prove  not  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  movement, 
he  should  not  be  retained  on  the  committee.  No 
attempt  should  be  made  to  carry  on  the  activities 
of  guidance  through  the  organization  until  the  en- 
tire committee  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with 
the  movement. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  will  be  numerous. 
Upon  them  will  devolve  the  responsibility  of 
planning  the  entire  guidance  program  for  the 
church,  of  determining  upon  the  extent  and  char- 
acter of  the  guidance  activities  to  be  offered,  and 
of  putting  into  actual  operation  the  program  as  de- 
termined upon.  In  a  word,  this  committee  would 
determine  the  broad  outlines  of  church  policy 
with  reference  to  guidance  and  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  success  of  the  program. 

Before  taking  the  fourth  step  in  launching  this 
program,  the  pastor  should  continue  his  selling 
campaign  to  include  the  elder  in  charge,  the  dea- 
cons, the  trustees,  and  other  church  leaders.  If  he 
can  get  this  group  lined  up  on  his  side,  the  success 
of  the  adventure  is  more  definitely  assured. 

The  fourth  step  in  the  program  of  introducing 
the  guidance  movement  is  concerned  with  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  plan  will  be  adopted  at  the  be- 
ginning. Ordinarily  it  would  be  wisest  probably 
to  introduce  it  in  a  very  small  way.  In  general 
the  solution  of  this  problem  will  depend  upon  the 
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officers  and  teachers,  their  training,  ability,  expe- 
rience, and  interest  in  the  new  venture. 

By  means  of  officers'  and  teachers'  meetings  the 
pastor  should  acquaint  them  with  the  aims  and 
purposes  of  the  guidance  program,  the  problems 
of  guidance,  the  activities  to  be  offered,  and  the  re- 
sults to  be  expected.  Meetings  of  the  entire  group 
of  officers  and  teachers  devoted  to  an  analysis  of 
the  needs  and  problems  of  guidance  will  serve  to 
stimulate  them  upon  whose  support  and  co-opera- 
tion the  ultimate  success  of  the  program  depends. 
They  will  serve  also  to  give  the  teacher  a  vision  of 
her  duty  to  the  individual  child.  In  this  way  ev- 
ery teacher  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  under- 
stand the  program  and  to  visualize  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  therefrom. 

As  the  officers'  and  teachers'  training,  ability, 
and  experience  warrant  and  as  conditions  in  gen- 
eral become  more  favorable,  the  program  may  be 
broadened  and  developed.  Guidance  is  a  unitary 
process  and  as  such  demands  the  effort,  co-opera- 
tion, and  wholehearted  support  of  the  entire 
church  organization. 

Darlington  Heights,  Va. 


Christians  and  War 

BY  I.   S.   LONG 


Recently  a  saintly  sister  asked,  "What  should  be 
our  attitude  toward  the  warring  nations,  and  for 
whose  success  should  we  pray?" 

First,  at  such  a  time  can  one  really  be  neutral? 
I  cannot.  If  one  thinks,  he  must  be  either 'for  or 
against.  I  admit  to  being  indignant  that  rational 
men  know  no  better  way  of  settling  difficulties 
than  by  wholesale  murder. 

I  am  indignant  at  the  Allies  of  the  World  War 
for  their  failure  to  provide  a  peace  treaty  with  jus- 
tice and  brotherhood.  It  is  just  too  bad  that  ten 
years  ago  the  Allies  failed  to  give  to  Germany  in 
her  need  and  distress  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 
I  heard  Canon  Raven  of  England  say  that  if  in  1930 
or  later,  something  like  equal  right  to  raw  mate- 
rials had  been  granted  Germany,  Hitler  had  not 
arisen  and  the  present  war  had  not  come.  Hitler 
arose  to  meet  a  dire  need,  so  Germans  feel. 

But  the  present  war  is  not  a  war  between  war- 
ring peoples  merely.  It  is  a  war  of  differing  ideolo- 
gies, it  seems  to  me.  The  struggle  is  on  to  decide 
whether  God  Almighty  or  the  state  is  to  be  su- 
preme; whether  God  or  Caesar  is  to  be  obeyed  by 
the  individual.  The  early  church  met  this  issue 
bravely  and  cheerfully.  "We  must  obey  God 
rather  than  men,"  is  Peter's  fine  statement.  In  that 
conviction,  many  in  the  early  church  went  to  the 


stake,  to  the  martyr's  death,  "rejoicing  that  they 
were  accounted  worthy  to  suffer  shame  for  the 
Name."    Grand  inspiring  sight  that! 

O  God,  to  us  may  grace  be  given, 
To  follow  in  their  train! 

I  am  still  more  indignant  at  the  axis  powers  for 
their  endeavors  utterly  to  crush  and  subjugate  the 
individual,  for  the  way  the  Germans  especially 
have  entered  in  and  overcome  innocent  peoples 
and  nations,  crushing  and  killing  relentlessly,  and 
I  am  indignant  at  both  Russia  and  Germany  for 
their  determined  efforts  to  paganize  great  Chris- 
tian peoples,  and  for  internment  in  concentration 
camps  of  their  Niemollers  and  modern  Luthers, 
doing  it  by  the  multiplied  thousands.  If  the  axis 
powers  win,  I  fear  for  human  freedom  and  for 
the  Christian  church.  Herr  Hitler  has  boasted 
that  he  will  destroy  the  Christian  church  and  also 
that  he  will  whip  the  world.  Civilization  will  be 
turned  back  hundreds  of  years  if  Hitler  wins,  it 
seems  to  me. 

Yes,  I  take  sides.  I  am  indignant  at  wrong,  aw- 
ful wrong  done  to  innocent  nations  and  peoples.  I 
am  indignant  at  Japan  for  wading  ruthlessly  into 
China  and  slaying  millions  of  her  citizens  without 
cause.  You  wonder  whether  it  is  right  to  be  in- 
dignant? Is  it  right  not  to  be?  The  Lord  Jesus 
was  indignant  at  traffickers  in  the  temple  of  God 
(John  2:15).  He  was  indignant  at  hypocrisy  and 
indifference  to  human  needs  (Matt.  23) .  But  our 
Lord  never  hated,  never  warred  with  carnal  wea- 
pons. Nor  do  we  hate.  Thank  God,  we  know  better 
than  to  meet  hatred  with  hatred,  and  war  with 
war.  Rather  we  are  trying  in  the  way  of  telepathy 
to  offer  Hitler  and  Mussolini  our  good  wishes  and 
love,  in  the  hope  of  a  better  atmosphere. 

You  see  our  God  does  not  stretch  out  his  hand 
to  force  his  will  upon  mankind:  for  he  is  a  God  of 
love,  not  a  God  of  force.  And  he  has  given  us 
free  wills.  He  wishes  moreover  to  accomplish  his 
purposes  through  men  and  women  who  surrender 
their  lives  to  his  control,  to  be  his  agents  of  peace- 
making, of  brotherhood  and  genuine  goodwill.  Dr. 
Fosdick  is  right:  "There  is  no  salvation  save  intel- 
ligent, constructive  goodwill — some  decent,  inter- 
national economic  planning,  for  example,  to  make 
raw  materials  accessible  to  all." 

Likely  most  of  us  are  sympathetic  with  the  Brit- 
ish. But  shall  we  pray  for  outright  victory  to  Brit- 
ain? Do  we  know  enough  to  pray  that  definitely 
respecting  war?  I  pray  rather  for  the  will  of  God 
to  be  done,  for  his  kingdom  to  come,  and  that  the 
church,  the  finest  expression  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  may  not  be  uprooted  anywhere,  but  may 
everywhere    be    fostered    and    promoted    in    the 
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hearts  of  all  tribes  and  tongues  and  peoples  and 
nations. 

God's  greatest  and  highest  word  was  the  cross, 
was  suffering  for  sin.  The  cross  was  the  act  of  a 
holy  and  righteous  God,  indignant  over  sin,  meet- 
ing sin  as  only  it  could  be  vanquished.  Our  Mas- 
ter won  and  wins  by  self -giving  love.  In  this  hour, 
we  pacifists  may  well  choose  the  way  of  suffering 
love,  the  way  of  the  cross,  the  costly  way  to  prove 
our  love  to  a  world  filled  with  hate. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


Approximators 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

The  verb  "approximate"  is  defined:  "To  ap- 
proach or  cause  to  approach  closely,  without  exact 
coincidence."  And  the  verb  "coincide"  is  defined: 
"To  agree  exactly,  as  in  direction,  extent,  amount, 
or  opinion."  In  thinking  of  our  relation  to  God  it 
came  to  me  that  we  do  not  get  as  close  to  him  as 
we  should.  Often  he  is  forgotten  for  the  time,  and 
during  that  time  we  are  almost  sure  to  come  short 
of  living  as  we  should  if  there  were  a  full  realiza- 
tion of  his  presence,  that  we  are  living  in  his  pres- 
ence, that  we  cannot  get  away  from  it,  not  even 
when  he  is  apparently  forgotten  for  a  time. 

How  much  of  the  time  do  we  really  try  to  re- 
member that  he  is  everywhere  present,  that  he 
sees  all  we  do  and  hears  all  we  say,  that  he  is  "a 
discerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart"?  Knowing  these  facts  about  God,  and 
knowing  our  own  infirmities,  our  failures,  our  sins, 
how  is  it  that  we  with  our  load  of  guilt  dare  ven- 
ture into  the  presence  of  him  who  is  all  goodness 
and  purity  and  love?  Do  we  realize  our  condition 
before  him  as  did  the  publican  who  did  not  venture 
to  lift  up  his  eyes  as  he  prayed  his  short  but 
earnest  prayer,  "God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner"? 

There  have  been  good  men  in  the  ages  past,  but 
in  God's  Book  we  do  not  have  a  record  of  many 
such.  Job  was  one  of  them.  Of  him  the  Lord  said, 
"My  servant  Job,  .  .  .  there  is  none  like  him  in 
the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright  man,  one  that 
feareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil."  Then  Job  was 
tested,  and  through  all  the  arguing  of  his  friends 
he  held  to  it  that  he  had  wronged  no  one.  But 
when  brought  face  to  face  with  the  Lord  he 
could  only  say:  "I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hear- 
ing of  the  ear;  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee. 
Wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes." 

There  have  been  other  men  who  held  that  they 
were  doing  God's  will,  that  they  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  him.  It  is  not  ours  to  judge  such  men, 
except  as  their  actions  harmonize  or  fail  to  har- 


monize with  the  commandments  of  God.  That 
is  the  great  test,  and  by  it  men  will  stand  or  fall- 
But  even  then  the  judgment  must  not  be  given 
by  us,  but  by  the  Lord.  If  a  man  keep  part  of 
God's  law  and  reject  a  part  of  it,  he  is  not  a  safe 
guide.  If  a  man  gives  directions  how  to  reach  a 
given  place  here,  part  of  them  wrong  and  part  of 
them  right,  how  long  are  we  likely  to  be  on  the 
road  and  where  are  we  most  likely  to  find  our- 
selves at  last? 

The  Bible  is  a  book  of  directions  through  this 
world,  showing  the  way  to  heaven.  We  are  fully 
convinced  that  it  is  a  dependable  Book,  that  no  one 
who  closely  follows  its  directions  can  possibly 
go  astray.  But  to  take  part  of  the  directions  given 
in  the  Book  and  part  of  our  directions  from  men, 
directions  which  are  contrary  to  those  of  the 
Book,  what  will  be  the  end?  Can  anyone  be  sure 
that  he  will  reach  heaven?  Can  he  have  any 
knowledge  as  to  where  he  will  arrive?  We  think 
not:  we  are  sure  that  he  cannot  have.  In  the  one 
case  we  have  a  faithful  guide,  and  in  the  other  we 
have  a  guide  who  does  not  know  the  way  unless 
he  learns  it  from  the  Book. 

Man's  way  may  approximate  God's,  but  it  is  not 
God's,  and  it  cannot  coincide  with  God's  way,  the 
safe  and  sure  way  through  earth  to  heaven.  It  is 
of  infinite  and  eternal  importance  to  us  that  we 
make  no  mistake  in  the  way.  There  is  a  road  to 
our  home.  Half  a  mile  from  the  house  the  road 
ends,  and  we  have  one  road  going  to  the  left  and 
another  going  to  the  right.  If  one  wants  to  get 
here  he  must  take  the  right  road.  If  he  takes 
the  other  and  follows  it,  he  never  will  arrive. 
When  we  start  out  we  expect  to  arrive  at  our 
destination;  we  should  not  start  if  we  do  not  ex- 
pect to  arrive,  for  that  is  why  we  start. 

Some  books  of  travel  have  maps  and  full  direc- 
tions as  to  the  roads  to  be  taken.  This  Book  of 
ours  does  not  have  maps,  but  it  does  have  com- 
plete directions.  Many  books  of  directions  have 
been  written  about  this  Book  of  ours.  Some  of 
them  agree  with  ours  and  some  of  them  do  not. 
The  only  way  to  tell  whether  another  book  is 
safe  is  to  compare  it  with  ours.  If  it  differs,  it  is 
unsafe,  for  there  is  only  one  sure  way.  The  main 
subject  of  the  Book,  the  one  to  which  the  Old 
Testament  looks  forward  and  the  New  Testament 
back,  is  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life.  He  is  the  door,  and  by  him  if  any 
man  enter  in  he  shall  be  saved;  there  is  no  other 
door. 

There  are  many  persons  who  like  to  make  a 
pretense  of  looking  to  Jesus  as  the  Savior.  But 
he  is  not  their  Savior,  and  cannot  be,  for  they  will 
not  accept  him  wholly.     They  are  the  ones  we 
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call  approximators,  because  they  speak  of  him 
as  Savior  while  their  ways,  their  belief,  do  not 
coincide  with  his.  It  takes  more  than  words  to 
make  one  a  true  follower  of  Jesus.  Some  wanted 
to  get  in  without  him,  and  he  gave  us  a  name  for 
all  such.  Their  ways  do  not  coincide  with  his,  and 
so  they  cannot  lead  to  the  same  desirable  destina- 
tion. 

Perhaps  the  most  deplorable  thing  about  the 
position  taken  by  those  who  accept  only  in  part 
what  Jesus  has  said  is  that  as  time  goes  by  the 
tendency  is  to  accept  less  and  less  of  it.  That 
has  been  the  way  even  with  a  great  many  who 
once  accepted  and  practiced  the  whole  truth.  We 
do  not  want  to  be,  we  must  not  be,  of  those  who 
are  unwilling  to  accept  all  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  whose  way  never  does  wholly  coincide 
with  the  way  he  traveled  while  he  was  teaching 
and  living  the  way  he  wanted  his  disciples  to  live 
and  follow.  "He  left  us  an  example,  that  we 
should  follow  in  his  steps." 

We  are  living  in  an  age  when  there  is  a  great 
falling  away  among  the  church  people,  a  falling 
away  from  their  faith  in  the  divinity  and  sufficien- 
cy of  Jesus  as  their  Savior.  Whether  this  be  the 
great  falling  away  referred  to  in  the  Book,  we  do 
not  know.  But  whether  this  be  it,  or  that  time 
is  to  come  later,  all  of  us  need  to  pray  more 
diligently,  more  fervently,  that  our  faith  and  the 
faith  of  our  beloved  members  of  the  church  fail 
not,  but  rather  that  we  may  so  live  as  to  have 
an  abundant  entrance  into  the  home  above. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 


Today 

BY  EDGAR  H.   GRATER 

I  have  so  much,  my  God,  to  thank  you  for. 
I  feel  like  Job 

When  flocks,  and  herds,  a  happy  family 
Were  all  his  own. 

For  me,  no  matter  what  of  ills  tomorrow  brings 
I've  had  today. 

If  I,  like  Job,  must  forfeit  everything 
Which  now  I  hold  so  dear 

My  memories  will  be  a  priceless  thing; 

A  deep,  deep  well, 

From  which  to  dip  my  prayers  of  thankfulness, 

My  soul's  defence. 

But  God,  I  pray  for  those  who  have  not  had 

today 
As  I  have  had; 

Who  have  no  memories,  no  sure  defence 
When  their  tomorrow  dawns. 
Norristown,  Pa. 


Kill  Him! 

BY  HOWARD  H.  KEIM,  JR. 

"Put  to  death  .  .  .  covetousness,  which  is  idol- 
atry" (Col.  3:5). 

With  what  abhorrence  Westerners  read  of  or 
view  pagans  who  fall  down  and  worship  before 
some  heathen  image  or  burn  incense  to  a  dumb, 
ugly  idol  in  an  ancient  shrine! 

We  easily  evolve  a  holier-than-thou  attitude  and 
condescend  to  give  a  nickel  or  a  dime  to  help 
Christianize  an  "inferior"  race.  But  not  all  idol- 
atry is  in  "heathen"  lands.  It  is  a  subtle  sin  which 
cloaks  itself  in  garments  of  religion.  It  frequent- 
ly appears  among  luxuriously  clad  and  bejeweled 
worshipers  in  so-called  Christian  lands,  as  covet- 
ousness. For  covetousness  is  the  sin  of  loving 
things  more  than  God,  of  giving  things  first  place 
in  one's  life.  It  is  possible  to  praise  God  on  Sun- 
day and  then  live  such  a  life  during  the  rest  of 
the  week  that  only  Mammon  is  praised.  Covet- 
ousness is  a  monstrous,  ancient  sin  which  knows  a 
thousand  tricks.  His  victims  are  innumerable. 
He  has  companioned  with  the  great  and  the  lowly, 
with  princes  and  paupers,  with  the  learned  and 
the  ignorant.  He  has  fastened  his  shackles  on  the 
willing  necks  of  otherwise  good  people  of  all  class- 
es in  all  ages.    They  have  worshiped  at  his  shrine. 

Sometimes  he  is  called  Greed  or  Lust-for- 
things,  but  usually  he  is  merely  overlooked  under 
the  respectable  guise  of  good  business,  custom, 
common  sense,  or  self-preservation.  He  causes 
men  to  turn  grasping,  possessive  eyes  upon  that 
which  is  of  second  or  third  rate  importance  and 
forget  the  primary  goal  of  life — loving  service  to 
God  and  man.  He  urges  men  to  heap  up  treasures 
on  earth  till  they  grow  poor  in  their  relationship 
with  God.  He  has  them  seek  an  abundance  of 
things  here  and  now,  so  that  they  fail  to  lay  up 
treasures  in  heaven.  He  makes  them  so  anxious 
about  food  and  clothing  and  shelter  for  their  chil- 
dren's children  that  they  forget  to  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

Paul  says:  "Put  to  death  .  .  .  covetousness, 
which  is  idolatry." 

When  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  way,  and  the 
greater  reaper  stares  us  in  the  face,  this  will  be 
our  relationship  to  things: 

What  we"  saved  we  consign  to  rust,  moth,  and 
corruption. 

What  we  shared  we  have  evermore. 

We  can  put  covetousness  to  death  by  voluntary 
simple  living  and  creative  sharing. 

Kill  him! 

Huntington,  Ind. 
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And  Our  Hearts 

Burned  Within 

Us 


BY   FAYE   MOYER 


It  was  about  an  hour  past  the  time  that  I  had 
asked  the  group  of  teachers  to  come  to  my  office 
and  receive  their  pay.  As  I  came  home  late  from 
the  school  farm  and  rounded  the  corner  of  my 
house,  I  heard  the  voices  of  the  teachers,  not  loud, 
but  as  if  engaged  in  an  interesting  discussion. 
They  did  not  see  me  come.  As  I  entered  the  office 
and  made  ready  to  pay  them,  their  discussion  con- 
tinued calmly,  and  I  could  detect  no  note  of  irrita- 
tion for  having  had  to  wait  outside  an  hour.  They 
were  gathered  on  the  steps  of  my  veranda. 

Two  of  them  entered  the  office  first.  I  rather 
expected  a  remark  to  the  effect  that  they  had 
waited  for  me.  But  instead  they  greeted  me  with 
"It  has  been  good  for  us  to  be  here.  We  have  been 
talking  about  things  of  vital  importance." 

"And  what  were  you  discussing?"  I  said.  "Was 
it  the  war?" 

"We  were  talking  of  our  Christian  lives  and  of 
our  examples  to  our  people,"  said  they;  "and  how 
we  should  be  lights  in  this  community.  For  we 
have  had  the  best  opportunities  and  should  be  do- 
ing something  worth  while  for  our  people." 

They  were  all  baptized  Christians,  as  only  bap- 
tized Christians  of  good  standing  in  the  church  are 
employed  as  teachers. 

And  they  went  on  to  say,  "And  we  wonder  why 
we  fell  to  discussing  this  thing  when  we  came  to 
receive  our  pay." 

I  could  see  by  the  gleam  of  their  faces  that  they 
were  not  even  then  thinking  of  the  money  which 
lay  unnoticed  before  them  on  my  table.  Their 
hearts  still  burned  within  them  as  they  thought 
on  what  they  had  been  discussing  for  the  past  half 
hour  or  so. 

I  took  down  my  Bible  from  the  top  of  the  desk 
and  took  out  a  small  card  that  marked  the  place 
of  my  reading  of  that  morning.  On  this  card  I 
had  written  my  daily  prayer  list.  And  I  read  for 
them  one  of  the  items  listed  there: 

"Teachers'  spiritual  growth.  Their  willingness 
in  participation  in  Christian  activities  and  service. 
A  bigger  vision  of  Christian  witnessing  and  serv- 


ice." This,  I  told  them,  was  what  I  had  been  pray- 
ing for  each  morning  in  my  private  devotion. 

Almost  with  one  voice  those  two  young  men 
said,  "An  answer  to  prayer!" 

And  my  heart  burned  within  me,  too. 

Garkida,  Africa. 

************* 
Dreams  by  the  Fire 

BY  MODENA  MINNICH  STUDEBAKER 

She  sat  before  the  evening  fire. 

Its  flames 

Flickering  between  stones  on  the  ground 

Cast  shadows 

Which  played  fitfully  on  the  rounded  walls 

Of  her  mud  hut  home. 

No  sound, 

Save  the  wind  brushing  through  the  palms. 

She  looked  at  her  baby  daughter 
Lying  in  peaceful  slumber  beside  her 
On  the  ground  .  .  . 
On  a  palm  mat. 

And  she  sat  and  dreamed. 

God  in  heaven — if  it  is  true  you  are  there 

And  if  you  are  listening — 

See  my  baby,  flesh  of  my  flesh,  flower  of  my  heart. 

Ah,  see  how  peacefully  she  sleeps! 

She  does  not  know  the  burdens 

A  few  years  will  bring. 

God,  must  she  awaken? 

O,  yes,  life  is  sweet  sometimes,  but  it  is  hard! 

My  heart  is  shut  in  tight. 

Must  she  awaken  to  that? 

Ah,  no,  no! 

Her  eyes  must  see  more  than  mine  can  see. 

The  words  of  His  book — they  only  jump  before  my 

eyes. 
But  her  eyes, 

They  must  see  them  lying  there,  quiet  and  clear. 
And  her  heart, 

It  must  understand  and  walk  with  gladness 
Because  it  understands. 

The  night  all  about  us  is  black  and  still, 
But  the  wind  keeps  crying  through  the  palms. 
I  feel  a  small  crying  too 
Of  love,  to  that  God  I  have  heard  about. 
But— 

My  heart  is  shut  too  tight. 
It  is  all  too  strange. 
Baby  mine,  do  you  hear  the  sound? 
Ah,  not  yet.     But  some  day  I  want 
You  to  hear  that  love  crying  and  crying. 
And  your  heart, 

It  will  be  young,  and  it  can  open. 
Can't  it?     Baby,  my  flower? 
Garkida,  Africa. 
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Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

The  Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Methodist  church 
of  Magnolia,  Arkansas,  is  making  plans  for  gathering 
old  furniture,  books,  etc.,  for  Camp  Magnolia. 

The  president  of  Arkansas  Agriculture  and  Mining 
College  at  Magnolia,  Arkansas,  is  offering  to  the  men  at 
Camp  Magnolia  the  use  of  the  college  library  for  re- 
search. 

Camp  Lagro  found  that  in  a  period  of  a  week  the 
average  number  of  letters  sent  out  by  the  camp  per  day 
was  eighteen;  that  incoming  mail  averaged  eighty-six 
letters,  thirty-two  newspapers,  and  five  packages  a  day. 
The  largest  single  day  showed  ninety-seven  letters  sent 
and  140  received. 

Men  at  Camp  Kane  have  organized  a  Sunday  school 
and  recently  decided  their  Sunday-school  offerings 
should  be  split  three  ways.  Fifty  per  cent  of  the  offer- 
ing should  be  sent  to  the  Brethren  Service  Committee; 
35%  to  missions;  and  15%  be  kept  in  camp  for  use. 

The  following  comment  has  come  from  a  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camper:  "As  the  days  go  by  we  are  coming 
more  and  more  to  realize  the  real  nature  of  the  give- 
and-take  necessary  to  the  successful  functioning  of  a  de- 
mocracy. For  here  at  camp  we  are  finding  that  the  sub- 
ordination of  personal  desires  and  habits  to  the  higher 
level  of  group  action  determined  by  the  majority  is  ex- 
cellent training  for  participation  in  normal  civilian  life." 

According  to  reports  from  Washington  the  Senate 
Military  Affairs  Committee  is  considering  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Selective  Service  Act  which  would  provide 
exemption  for  students  until  the  end  of  the  term  in 
which  they  are  enrolled:  Selective  Service  has  already 
authorized  such  persons  to  be  placed  in  Class  II-A  by 
local  boards  if  the  local  board  feels  such  training  con- 
tributes to  the  national  health,  welfare  or  safety.  See 
Volume  III,  paragraph  352  of  the  Selective  Service  regu- 
lations.   

Relief  and  Rehabilitation 

Bruce  Reeves  of  Sunnyside,  Washington,  a  graduate 
of  La  Verne  College,  left  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Sept.  18 
to  join  a  group  of  work  campers  at  Tuxpan,  Mexico, 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  October  18-25 

Jesus  gave  us  the  parable  of  the  mustard  seed  and  it 
has  ever  been  a  beautiful  picture  of  the  growth  of  the 
Christian  church.  From  a  tiny  beginning  the  Christian 
church  has  grown  until  today  it  is  "coextensive  with  the 
habitable  world."  Men  and  women  of  every  nation, 
race  and  language  are  included  within  its  fellowship. 

It  is  a  true  statement  that  in  every  country  of  the 
world,  just  to  the  extent  that  the  Christian  church  has 
grown  and  been  faithful  in  living  the  principles  upon 
which  it  was  founded,  to  that  same  extent  it  is  preserv- 
ing the  sanity  and  peace  of  that  land  today.  Even 
though  the  church  as  an  institution  may  be  unable  to 
function,  nevertheless  its  Christian  movement  and  fel- 
lowship and  life  goes  on. 

Not  only  should  we  rejoice  that  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  planted  in  every  land,  but  we  should 
pray  that  all  who  are  branches  of  the  living  Vine  shall 
abide  in  the  Vine  and  bear  abundant  fruit. 


who  are  helping  rebuild  a  community  which  was  se- 
verely damaged  in  a  recent  earthquake.  The  following 
are  excerpts  from  a  letter  he  wrote  en  route  to  Tuxpan. 

"In  the  morning  I  was  awakened  by  the  rumble  of 
drums  and  the  clatter  of  marching  feet,  for  the  trainees 
of  the  Mexican  army  were  on  a  dawn  parade.  On  this 
day  we  crossed  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  and  the  intense 
heat  made  us  aware  of  the  fact.  Mexico  is  very  color- 
ful in  its  native  way.  Traveling  down  the  road  one  has 
to  be  very  cautious  for  the  cows,  burros,  pigs,  goats  and 
chickens  enjoy  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  road  where 
they  can  get  a  better  view  of  those  queer  Americanos. 
It  was  very  interesting  to  see  oxen  pulling  old  wooden 
carts,  burros  carrying  huge  packs  of  sticks,  straw,  corn, 
or  articles  of  interest.  It  is  amazing  to  note  the  huge 
packs  that  the  men,  women,  and  even  the  children  car- 
ry. They  have  mud  and  stick  houses  with  thatched 
roofs.  Much  of  the  territory  reminds  me  of  the  pictures 
of  the  native  habits  and  dwellings  of  the  people  in  Afri- 
ca. The  next  day  we  drove  through  some  very  beauti- 
ful country.  The  mountains  are  quite  steep  and  the 
farmers  till  the  soil  even  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 
The  major  crop  is  corn,  but  they  also  have  oranges, 
bananas,  pineapples,  and  papayas  which  are  very  de- 
licious. In  the  lowlands  we  noticed  great  fields  of  sugar 
cane.  These  old  missions,  walled  cities,  cobblestone 
streets,  and  colorful  markets  are  a  sight  to  see. 

"The  trip  from  Mexico  City  was  really  a  grand  one 
for  the  hills  were  beautiful  even  though  we  did  have  to 
wait  about  an  hour  for  a  landslide.  Some  people  had  to 
wait  about  ten  hours. 

"We  stopped  in  the  city  of  Morelia  to  view  the  beau- 
tiful cathedral  which  is  considered  the  best  in  Mexico 
and  one  of  the  best  in  Latin  America.  Words  cannot 
explain  the  beauty  of  it. 

"At  Guadalajara  we  boarded  a  second-class  train, 
piled  our  baggage  between  two  seats  and  left  the  station 
on  schedule.  We  enjoyed  the  130-mile  trip,  for  the  Mex- 
icans carried  colored  baskets.  Many  strings  of  fruits, 
pottery,  and  woven  articles  lined  the  suitcase  carrier. 
Saturday  we  arrived  in  Tuxpan. 

"Sunday  the  entire  town  held  a  huge  parade  and  cele- 
bration in  thanks  for  good  crops,  rain,  and  earthquake 
reconstruction.  They  had  two  sets  of  dancers — the  con- 
quista  (the  conquest)  and  sonajeras — the  latter  being  a 
16th  century  Aztec  dance.  In  the  parade  a  life-sized 
crucifix  was  carried,  the  men  wore  no  hats,  and  many 
women  and  children  carried  candles.  They  also  set  off 
skyrocket  fireworks  for  some  particular  reason.  The 
parade  ended  in  front  of  the  church  and  the  dances  con- 
tinued while  the  people  went  to  mass. 

"We  started  working  Monday  on  an  adobe  home. 
We're  also  helping  build  a  reservoir  and  rebuild  a  school. 
Each  evening  we  study  Spanish." 


Clothing 
Word  has  come  from  the  Oakland,  California,  clothing 
depot  that  almost  1,000  pounds  of  clothing  was  shipped 
to  Shanghai  Oct.  4.       

Roster  for  Camp  Magnolia 

The   following   names   are   on   the   official   roster   for 
Camp  Magnolia: 

Name  Address  Church  Affiliation 

Adams,  Eldren  Alvin,  Northfield,  Texas,  Jehovah's  Witnesses. 
Allen,  Galen  Sutter,  R.   1,  Dumont,  Iowa,  Brethren. 
Beehler,   Orville  Edward,   Box   3,   Carneiro,  Kans.,   Brethren. 
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Bell.  Bestor  Tartt,   1431   Leighton   Ave..   Anniston,   Ala.,   Baptist. 

Bigbee.  Daniel  Chapman,  2025  N.  Hoffman,  Springfield,  Mo., 
None. 

Bridges.  Dewis,  2715  N.  W.  17th  St.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  Chris- 
tian. 

Brown,  William  Edwin,  3028  N.  W.  13th  St.,  Miami,  Fla.,  Church 
of  God. 

Butler.  George  Franklin.  Livingston,  Texas,  Pentecostal. 

Butler.  James  Clyde,  R.   1.  Thomas,   Okla.,  Church   of  Christ. 

Cohn,  Gregory  Phil,  4311  Eichelberger  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Meth- 
odist. 

Collins.   Archie,   Church  Point,  La.,   Methodist. 

Crystal.  David  Eugene,  619  N.  Monroe  St.,  Brookfield,  Mo.,  Bap- 
tist. 

Dothage,  Russell  Oliver,  R.  5,  McKinley  Rd.,  Clayton,  Mo.,  Holi- 
ness. 

Egge,  Dean  Leroy,  321  S.   Hillside,  Wichita,  Kans.,  Brethren. 

Emberton,  Edward,  R.  2,  Woodward,  Okla.,  Baptist. 

Furse,  George  Leslie,  Jr.,  519  Lee  Ave.,  Webster  Groves,  Mo., 
Congregational. 

Garrison,  Wm.  Edmund,  Berryman,  Mo.,  Assembly  of  God. 

Garman,  Lovde  Kenneth,  R.  2,  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  Brethren. 

Hackmann,  George  Gus,  Jr.,  R.  2,  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  Evangelical. 

Hawkins,  Marshall  Calvin,  R.  1,  Goodlett,  Texas,  Methodist. 

Henson,  William  Roy,  R.   1,   Centre.  Ala.,  Jennings   Chapel. 

Hermann,  Arthur  Wm.,  3725  Indiana  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Evangelical. 

Hermann.  Harold  Lee,  3725  Indiana  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Evangelical. 

Hornbaker.  Vincent  Wesner,  R.  2.  Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Brethren. 

Johnson,  Edgar  Waldo,  R.  R.,  Drumright,   Okla.,  Christian. 

Kern,  Albert  Wesley,  R.  1,  Springtown,  Ark.,  Brethren. 

Luersen,  Melvin  Wm.,  4305  Harby,  Houston,  Texas,  Evangelical. 

Miller,  Arlon  Edgar,  R.  4,  Floydada,  Texas,  Church  of  Christ. 

Miller,  Lee  Edward,  R.  2,  Beattie,  Kans.,  Brethren. 

Mueller,  Clarence  Otto,  R.  1,  Marquette,  Kans.,  Jehovah's  Wit- 
nesses. 

Musselman,  Paul  Alfred,  Star  Route,  Fordtran,  Texas,  Methodist. 

Nunn,  Kenneth  D.  Taylor,  R.  2,  Frederick,  Okla.,  None. 

Pair,  Warren  Keith,  R.  2,  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  Brethren. 

Ratcliff,  Norman  Sidney,  Lanett,  Ala.,  Church  of  God. 

Reves.  Walter  Franklin,  Box  188,  Lockney,  Texas,  Church  of 
Christ.  TT    . 

Shown,  William  Kyle,  2301  Laurel  Ave.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Union 
Church. 

Shaw.   Elmer   Elvus,   Geary,   Oklahoma,   Pentecostal  Assembly. 

Sullivan,   Covy  Ray,  Beacon,  Tenn.,  Pentecostal. 

Summers,  Ralph  Willard,   R.   1,   Hardin,   Mo.,  Brethren. 

Teague,  Philip  Enoch,  Tolar,  Texas,  Church  of  Christ. 

Vahle.  Florence  Henry,  R.  2,  Warrenton,  Mo.,  Evangelical  and 
Reformed. 

Vannorsdel,   Everett  Russell,  R.  R.,  Kingsley,   Iowa,  Brethren. 

Ward,   William    Harold,   Auburn,   Kans.,   Presbyterian. 

Wolf,  Lester  Carl,  30iy2  Delware,  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Brethren. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


On  Thinking  of  Ashrams 

I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  the  article  by 
Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  of  Sept.  13. 
It  has  newly  roused  in  my  mind  some  questions  that 
have  been  with  me  for  a  long  time.  I  quote  from  the 
article  the  following:  "It  is  itself  the  life  of  the  king- 
dom ....  Men  and  women  .  .  .  live  like  the  sons  of 
God,  and  reveal  the  true  nature  of  his  kingdom  on 
earth." 

Now  about  150  people  lived  for  twelve  days  on  a 
college  campus  under  somewhat  artificial  conditions. 
They  came  together  largely  because  of  like  trends  of 
thought.  They  were  winnowed,  in  a  fashion,  and  the 
whole  setup  was  unlike  home  life.  Is  it  true  that 
twelve  days  of  this  kind  of  life  is  a  pattern  of  God's 
kingdom?  In  Matt.  13  Christ  compares  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  to  sown  grain,  to  good  seed  and  tares,  to  a 
mustard  seed,  to  hidden  treasure,  to  a  goodly  pearl,  and 
to  a  net.     There  are  other  similitudes  elsewhere. 

To  me  the  ashram,  with  all  charity,  seems  to  be  a 
half  Hindoo  kind  of  gathering  fostered  by  Dr.  Jones 
and  getting  a  good  deal  of  its  popularity  from  his  rep- 
utation. I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  those  who  are 
able  to  attend  them  and  enjoy  them,  but  I  wish  to  ask 
if  there  is  not  a  strong  whiff  of  spiritual  valetudinari- 
anism in  the  ardent   seeking  for  spiritual  experience. 


It  is  not  a  good  symptom  when  a  person  is  found  who 
has  to  give  much  attention  to  his  physical  health.  I 
think  it  is  likewise  with  the  spirit.  Forget  self  in  the 
work  that  comes  to  hand.  Unselfish  service  is  far  bet- 
ter than  long  prayers. 

I  hear  very  often  that  we  must  have  certain  mystical 
experiences  to  be  truly  saved.  God  did  not  make  me 
with  a  mind  that  can  find  those  experiences.  I  am 
convinced  after  long  observation  that  perhaps  a  ma- 
jority of  people  are  much  like  me  in  that  respect.  What 
of  us?  Where  do  we  fit  into  the  scheme  of  things?  In 
India  the  holy  man  goes  about  with  his  begging  bowL 
The  poor  farmer  gives  a  little  rice  and  by  so  doing 
gains  something  spiritually.  There  are  many  of  us 
who  can  give  a  little  rice  or  its  equivalent  in  service. 
That  will  have  to  suffice  for  us. 

Fort  Myers,  Fla.  J.  B.  Wine. 


Men's  Work  in  Eastern  Maryland 

By  John  W.  Wolfe,  Frederick,  Maryland 
During  the  past  several  years  the  men's  work  of  East- 
ern Maryland  has  sponsored  two  annual  mass  meetings 
of  men  of  the  district.  These  meetings  have  always 
been  very  well  attended  by  a  number  of  representatives 
from  all  the  churches,  evidencing  a  very  general  inter- 
est in  this  work. 

At  these  meetings  the  national  projects  have  been  out- 
lined and  stressed,  with  also  an  address  on  the  general 
brotherhood  yearly  theme. 

Due  to  our  district  having  a  physical  division  between 
the  eastern  and  western  shores,  the  six  Eastern  Shore 
churches  have  also  held  an  additional  annual  mass  meet- 
ing, when  matters  of  a  similar  nature  are  discussed. 


In  Memory  of  Elder  Josiah  L.  Weaver 

On  June  22,  1880,  a  son,  Josiah  L.  Weaver,  was  born  in 
the  home  of  Jacob  and  Lavina  Hoffman  Weaver  at  the 
old  Weaver  homestead  near  Windber,  Pa.  On  May  18, 
1897,  he  was  baptized;  a  few  years  later  on  March  31, 
1902,  he  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the  Shade  Creek 
congregation.  On  May  20,  1919,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership  in  the  same  congregation.  He  was  married 
on  Aug.  9,  1908,  to  Sister  Pearl  Lehman.  He  spent  a 
number  of  terms  in  his  early  life  at  Juniata  College  and 
attended  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  for  two  years,  1909- 
1911.  For  fourteen  years  he  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  and  for  several  years  he  served  in  two  pas- 
torates; namely,  Belief ontaine,  Ohio,  and  Penn  Run, 
Pa.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent  residing  near 
Windber,  where  as  long  as  his  health  permitted  he  took 
his  turn  with  the  pastor  and  other  home  ministers,  serv- 
ing the  different  churches  of  the  Shade  Creek  congre- 
gation. 

He  took  a  very  active  interest  in  all  the  work  of  the 
church.  At  different  times  he  undertook  the  very  hard 
task  of  canvassing  the  entire  membership  of  Shade 
Creek  for  certain  projects.  Because  of  failing  health  it 
became  extremely  difficult  the  last  years  of  his  life  to 
get  around;  still  he  insisted  on  making  the  effort  to  at- 
tend church  services,  often  being  virtually  carried  into 
the  church  on  the  arms  of  kind  friends  or  nephews.  On 
July  6,  1941,  when  Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Peters- 
burg, Pa.,  opened  his  revival  at  the  Berkey  house,  it  was 
Bro.  Josiah's  wish  that  he  could  attend  church  every 
night,  but  God  willed  it  otherwise.  After  attending  the 
first  week,  he  took  his  bed,  from  which  sickness  he  never 
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rallied,  but  slipped  on  into  a  better  world  on  Aug.  16, 
1941. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow;  a  foster  daughter,  Mrs. 
Robert  Bird  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  and  the  following  broth- 
ers and  sisters:  Eld.  Mahlon  J.  Weaver  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.;<C.  C.  Weaver,  Mrs.  Ross  Callihan  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Fyock,  all  of  Windber,  Pa.;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Ludwick  of  Bur- 
lington, W.  Va.;  Eld.  G.  E.  Weaver  of  Bradford,  Ohio; 
also  his  aged  mother,  Mrs.  Lavina  Weaver  of  Windber, 
Pa. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Berkey  church 
by  the  pastor,  John  F.  Graham,  assisted  by  a  former 
pastor,  Eld.  Fred  Zook  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  with  inter- 
ment in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 

Windber,  Pa.  Mrs.  John  F.  Graham. 


Elder  D.  Victor  Long 

Aug.  31,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  host  of  friends,  the 
body  of  D.  Victor  Long  was  laid  away  in  the  Manor 
cemetery,  hard  by  his  birthplace.     Bro.  Long  was  born 

over  84  years  ago  at  Fair- 
play,  Washington  County, 
Md.  His  parents,  Elder 
David  and  Mary  Reichard 
Long,  were  very  unusual  in 
influence  and  blessing  in  the 
church  and  state  also. 

It  is  no  wonder,  therefore, 
that  D.  Victor  Long  was 
one  of  five  distinguished 
brothers,  four  being 
esteemed  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  of 
whom  Elder  W.  S.  Long  of 
Altoona,  Pa.,  still  survives. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
latter  has  been  pastor  of  one  church  for  over  thirty-five 
years.  The  fifth  brother,  a  noted  educator,  was  also  the 
father  of  a  splendid  family,  one  of  whom,  W.  Newton 
Long,  Baltimore,  Md.,  is  a  member  of  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board  of  the  church. 

Bro.  Victor  gave  his  heart  to  God  in  the  year  1882, 
was  married  to  Edith  Stoner,  daughter  of  Elder  Ephraim 
and  Belinda  Stoner,  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  in  1883,  was 
called  to  the  ministry  in  1885,  and  ordained  to  the  elder- 
ship in  1897.  You  will  note  the  long  years  of  his  Chris- 
tian service. 

In  his  youth  Bro.  Long  was  a  student  in  the  State 
Normal  School,  Millersville,  Pa.  For  some  years  he 
operated  the  farm  on  which  he  was  born.  At  the  age 
of  forty  he  removed  to  Hagerstown,  same  state,  and 
engaged  in  real  estate  building.  After  this  he  removed 
to  Boonsboro,  Md.,  where  he  operated  a  canning  factory 
till  disabled  by  the  illness  that  finally  took  him  away. 

Bro.  Long  was  a  very  intelligent,  alert-minded  man, 
and  in  due  time  became  a  distinguished  conversational- 
ist and  minister.  For  the  most  part  of  his  life  he  was 
strong,  being  of  good  physical  build,  and  was  able  for 
a  great  deal  of  work.  And  due  to  the  consecration  of 
his  powers  to  his  God,  he  was  unselfish,  thinking  rather 
of  others,  of  the  church  and  her  growth,  and  of  God's 
kingdom  and  service  world  wide.  To  the  work  of  the 
church  he  literally  gave  himself,  and  became  widely 
known  and  much  sought  after,  especially  in  his  own 
county.     At  the  grave,  after  dismissal,  I  heard  one  re- 


mark, "How  we  did  love  that  man!"  And  another  said, 
"My,  but  that  man  could  preach!"  Bro.  Long's  was  al- 
most wholly  a  free  ministry,  too;  hence  he  never  ac- 
cumulated much  of  this  world's  goods. 

Our  brother  was  also  distinguished  for  great  patience 
under  much  suffering,  and  suffering  continuing  over  long 
years.  However,  those  who  came  to  him  to  comfort 
went  away  rather  comforted  themselves.  Or  as  sympa- 
thy for  him  was  being  expressed  he  would  modestly  and 
lovingly  refer  to  his  being  so  great  a  care  to  his  be- 
loved companion;  and  it  is  true  that  many  marvelled  at 
Aunt  Edith's  ability  to  care  for  him  so  well  and  so  long. 

Moreover,  during  the  many  years  of  his  confinement, 
his  advice  on  matters  of  church  and  state  was  widely 
sought.  One  remarked  to  the  writer  that  perhaps  this 
advice  and  encouragement  may  have  been  as  valuable 
as  his  ministry  when  in  a  strong  body. 

His  faith  and  trust  in  a  living  Lord  and  his  love  and 
devotion  to  Christ  and  the  church  were  firm  to  the  end. 
Our  Lord  Jesus  was  a  living  bright  reality  to  him,  a  liv- 
ing presence  in  his  experience.  In  these  later  years  I 
had  the  privilege  of  talking  and  praying  with  him  and 
his  a  few  times.  And  before  he  passed  on  in  the  "faith 
of  our  fathers,"  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know,  he 
and  his  companion  lived  happily  together  for  over  fifty- 
seven  years. 

Besides  his  faithful  wife  are  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, the  sons  and  son-in-law  being  men  who  have 
served  in  high  educational  circles:  E.  Wilbur,  Jeanette, 
Pa.;  Raymond  V.,  Richmond,  Va.;  the  daughter,  Mrs. 
Lulu  Brechbill,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Brechbill,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Md.  The  writer  can 
wish  merely  that  the  life  of  the  parents  may  inspire  the 
children  to  true  devotion  to  their  parents'  Savior  and 
Lord. 


Baltimore,  Md. 


I.  S.  Long. 


Sister  Mary  Jane  Long 

Mary  Jane  Long  was  born  on  a  large  farm  near  Ab- 
bottstown,  Adams  County,  Pa.,  on  March  12,  1860.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Daniel  M. 
Bucher.  Her  father  was  a  minister  in  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  from  these  parents  she  received  the 
heritage  and  training  which  made  her  so  radiant  and 
beautiful  a  character. 

On  Jan.  27,  1880,  she  was  united  in  marriage  at  her 
home  in  Adams  County  to  Joseph  A.  Long  of  Washing- 
ton County,  Maryland.  Soon  after  her  marriage  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  For  the  first 
four  years  after  their  marriage  Brother  and  Sister  Long 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Washington  County,  Maryland.  Then 
for  a  similar  period  they  farmed  in  Adams  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Later  they  lived  in  the  village  of  Ab- 
bottstown.  While  living  here,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Up- 
per Conewago  congregation,  on  June  19,  1888,  the  church 
called  Brother  and  Sister  Long  to  the  ministry. 

In  1893,  they  moved  to  York,  Pa.,  where  their  home 
on  Locust  Street  had  ever  since  been  a  wonderful  cen- 
ter of  beautiful  Christian  living  and  helpfulness.  In 
1899  the  York  church  ordained  Brother  and  Sister  Long 
to  the  eldership.  Brother  Long  was  elder  in  charge  of 
the  York  church  until  shortly  before  his  death.  During 
this  time,  the  church  grew  and  prospered  under  his  wise 
leadership,  and  his  home,  under  the  leadership  of  Sister 

(Continued  on    Page   22) 
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The 
Grey  Roads 

BY  ARCHER   WALLACE 

When  Madam  Curie  was  a  student  living  on 
very  little,  and  meeting,  with  astonishing  courage, 
a  succession  of  reverses,  she  wrote  a  poem  about 
the  future.  The  student,  she  wrote,  could  not 
dream  forever  in  college  halls: 

She  must  leave  the  land  of  science 
To  go  out  and  struggle  for  her  bread 
On  the  grey  roads  of  life. 

She  was  a  girl  in  her  twenties  at  that  time,  with 
high  spirits  and  great  enthusiasm,  but  she  held  no 
illusions  about  the  road  she  had  to  travel  and  she 
welcomed  its  challenge. 

In  his  first  letter  to  the  Philippians  Paul  wrote 
he  had  so  mastered  life  that  he  knew  how  to  meet 
its  various  tests.  He  rejoiced  that  he  knew  how  to 
abound  and  also  how  to  be  abased.  He  was  no 
longer  young;  indeed  the  end  was  not  far  away, 
but  he  could  see  how  each  stage  of  the  journey 
had  its  peculiar  temptations. 

The  test  of  adversity  is  most  generally  recog- 
nized as  putting  a  strain  upon  the  soul's  resources. 
To  refer  again  to  the  biography  of  Madam  Curie, 
her  daughter  says  that  the  scientist  never  recov- 
ered her  religious  faith  after  the  death  of  her 
mother  and  then  of  her  sister  Zosia.  "When  she 
knelt  in  the  Catholic  Church  where  she  was  used 
to  going  with  her  mother,  she  experienced  the  se- 
cret stir  of  revolt  within  her.  She  no  longer  in- 
voked with  the  same  love  that  God  who  had  un- 
justly inflicted  such  terrible  blows."  Here  is  an 
illustration  of  how  adversity  may  affect  a  truly 
noble  woman.  Those  who  know  of  Madam  Curie's 
subsequent  career  and  her  real  service  for  hu- 
manity understand  that  in  a  real  sense  she  re- 
tained religious  faith  but  more  than  once  sorrow 
left  her  stunned  and  bewildered. 

Over  the  entrance  to  the  main  post  office  in 
New  York  there  is  this  very  fine  tribute  to  the  let- 
ter-carriers of  the  country:  "Neither  snow  nor 
rain  nor  heat  nor  gloom  of  night  stays  these  cour- 
iers from  the  swift  completion  of  their  appointed 
rounds."  That  is  well-deserved  praise  and  one 
might  say  that  similar  courage  and  heroism  has 
been  shown  in  all  ages  by  men  and  women  who 
have  met  the  rough  experiences  of  life  with  equal 
fortitude. 

There  are  few  who  fear  the  test  of  prosperity; 
most  would  welcome  it.     Whatever  sinister  side 


there  may  be  to  the  prosperous  life,  it  is  carefully 
concealed.  Every  man  feels  that,  like  Paul,  he 
knows  how  to  abound.  Plain  facts,  however,  do 
not  warrant  such  confidence.  Each  year  the  Bur- 
eau of  Suicides  of  Washington  has  published  a 
careful  study  of  those  tragic  cases  of  self-destruc- 
tion and  it  has  been  pointed  out  repeatedly  that 
a  very  large  percentage  of  suicides  are  of  wealthy 
people;  a  percentage  much  larger  than  that  of  any 
other  group. 

Historians  have  pointed  out  that  the  moral  de- 
terioration of  any  nation  usually  begins  when  the 
circumstances  of  life  have  become  soft  and  when 
self-indulgence  has  replaced  stern  qualities  of 
character.  There  is  little  to  fear  when  the  adven- 
turer and  the  pioneer  hew  for  themselves  paths 
through  dense  forests  and  by  restless  energy  sub- 
due stubborn  land;  but  there  is  always  peril  when 
listless  ease  replaces  hard  work.     It  was  of  such 


Two  Selves  Have  I 

BY  MONA  HULL  SCHROEDER 

One  self  would  follow  the  glittering  path, 

The  path  of  the  smart  and  gay, 

The  path  where  burdens  seem  few  and  light 

To  carry  along  the  way. 

This  self  would  wear  the  dress  of  style 

And  live  a  life  of  ease 

Surrounded  by  laughter,  wine  and  song, 

And  strive  its  friends  to  please. 

This  self  would  follow  the  cause  for  war, 

As  popular  people  do, 

Ignoring  the  things  men  hunger  for — 

The  things  that  are  wise  and  true. 

But  another  self  cries  out  for  life, 

A  life  that  is  good  and  pure. 

The  path  it  must  travel  leads  uphill 

And  burdens  it  must  endure. 

This  self  would  send  out  a  friendly  ring 

To  encircle  the  whole  wide  world. 

It  would  lead  a  mighty  crusade  for  peace 

With  humanity's  flags  unfurled. 

It  would  put  itself,  not  others,  last; 

To  its  house  keep  an  open  door, 

And  whatever  it  has  it  would  gladly  share 

With  the  friendless,  sick  and  poor. 

Dear  Father,  today  this  prayer  I  ask, 
That  humbly,  on  bended  knee, 
I  will  somehow  find  and  keep  at  last 
The  self  I  would  bring  to  thee. 

Clayton,  Ohio. 
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people  that  the  prophet  Amos  spoke  so  scornful- 
ly: "They  that  ...  lie  upon  beds  of  ivory  and 
stretch  themselves  upon  their  couches"  (Amos  4: 
6). 

But  the  test  of  the  grey  roads  is  one  which  many 
find  most  trying.  "More  people  fall  victims  to  the 
tiresomeness  of  life  than  to  its  tears,"  wrote  Percy 
Ainsworth.  "The  tragedies  of  life  do  not  always 
occur  in  the  storms  of  life.  Beneath  the  grey 
skies  of  monotony,  and  beneath  the  sunlessness  of 
routine,  very  sad  things  happen." 

For  a  very  large  number  of  people  life  is  made 
up  of  duties  which  by  repetition  have  become  so 
monotonous  that  they  lose  interest  and  become 
dispirited.  A  workman  in  an  English  factory  told 
the  writer  that  he  had  done  the  same  thing  daily 
for  thirty-eight  years.  It  was  a  simple  task  that 
a  boy  of  ten  might  have  done  after  an  hour's  prac- 
tice; it  called  for  no  initiative  or  originality;  there 
was  nothing  required  but  to  keep  on  going 
through  the  motions. 

When  the  element  of  surprise  goes  out  of  life 
the  test  of  monotony  begins  and  for  many  it 
dampens  their  religious  life.  As  children  we  used 
to  put  our  hands  over  playmates'  eyes  and  cry: 
"Open  your  mouth  and  shut  your  eyes  and  see 
what  somebody  sends  you."  And  the  enjoyment 
of  such  a  game  lay  in  the  thrill  of  surprise.  Half 
the  pleasure  of  the  Christmas  season  is  that  be- 
sides giving  and  receiving  gifts,  the  air  of  mystery 
and  secrecy  is  everywhere. 

Dr.  Joseph  Parker  once  declared:  "If  we  had 
no  changes  we  should  have  no  prayers."  When 
men  become  accustomed  to  things,  he  said,  they 
lose  the  sense  of  wonder,  and  soon  after  that,  the 
sense  of  reverence.  Few  take  the  trouble  to  watch 
a  sunrise  because  it  is  so  common.  Men  view  with 
complete  indifference  nature's  most  dazzling  spec- 
tacles for  no  other  reason  than  this — they  are  so 
used  to  them.  Seedtime  and  summer  and  autumn 
and  winter  pass  with  such  unfailing  regularity 
that  men  cease  to  be  stirred  by  them. 

Monotony  has  made  agnostics  of  many  men  and 
atheists  of  others.  It  is  so  much  easier  to  believe 
in  God  when  life  is  exciting  and  colorful,  even  if 
sorrow  is  the  cause  of  it;  God  seems  more  real  in 
the  crisis  than  in  the  commonplace.  The  Hebrew 
people  rose  to  great  heights  under  persecution  but 
sagged  woefully  in  less  eventful  days.  In  Genesis 
there  is  the  story  of  young  Jacob  fleeing  from 
home  after  he  had  deceived  his  father  and 
wronged  his  brother.  He  traveled  what  must 
have  been  in  those  days  a  great  distance  and  then 
from  sheer  weariness  fell  asleep.  God  visited  him 
in  that  sleep  and  when  he  awoke  Jacob  cried  with 
astonishment  and  incredulity,  "Surely  the  Lord 


was  in  this  place  and  I  knew  it  not!"  How  many 
times  there  are  in  life  when,  startled  by  some  un- 
usual happening,  we  recognize  with  amazement 
that  God  has  been  near — an  unsuspected  presence. 

Among  the  many  books  published  in  1938  about 
John  Wesley  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  cen- 
tenary of  his  conversion  was  a  charming  little 
book  by  my  friend,  Dr.  Leslie  Church.  Wesley,  he 
says,  never  lost  his  sense  of  humor  nor  his  keen 
zest  for  living.  At  the  close  of  his  long  life  it 
seemed  as  much  an  adventure  to  him  as  ever.  "He 
was  riding  with  Joseph  Entwisle  when  Joseph's 
horse  stumbled  and  pitched  him  right  over  his 
head.  Fortunately  he  alighted  on  his  feet.  John 
Wesley  said,  smiling,  'Well  done,  Joseph.  I  could 
not  have  done  better  than  that  myself.'  So  he 
rode  along  with  the  light  heart  of  a  troubadour 
and  the  courage  of  a  knight  errant.  Even  the 
greyness  of  his  clothes,  his  hose,  and  the  roads 
themselves  did  not  rob  life  of  its  color  for  him.  It 
was  a  blithesome  pilgrimage  which  had  ceased  to 
be  a  selfish  journey.  Everywhere  he  went  he 
brought  gifts  above  money  and  above  price  to  the 
people  by  the  wayside  or  in  the  marketplace,  on 
shipboard  or  in  the  town." 

Toronto,  Canada. 


A  "Brother"  at  the  Other  End 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

A  brother  walked  into  a  bank  and  asked  to  see 
the  cashier. 

"What  can  I  do  for  you?"  asked  the  latter. 

"I'd  like  you  to  transact  a  bit  of  business  for  me, 
sir,"  replied  the  brother.  "About  thirty-five  years 
ago  I  loaned  a  man  down  south  some  money — not 
a  very  big  sum.  I  told  him  then  that  whenever  I 
should  need  it  I  would  let  him  know,  and  he 
could  pay  me  the  money.  Well,  sir,  I  happen  to 
need  some  money  now,  so  I  shall  ask  you  to  trans- 
act the  business  for  me,  if  you  please." 

The  banker  smiled  a  bit  indulgently.  "My  good 
friend,"  he  replied,  "I'm  sorry  to  tell  you,  but  you 
have  no  claim  whatsoever  on  that  money.  The 
statute  of  limitations  has  run  against  that  loan 
years  and  years  ago." 

"But,  sir,"  came  the  answer  that  was  surprising 
to  the  banker,  "that  man  is  a  brother  in  my  church, 
as  well  as  a  gentleman.  The  statute  of  limitations 
never  runs  against  such!" 

So  the  banker  sent  for  the  money  and  within  a 
reasonable  time,  yet  to  his  astonishment,  the 
money  arrived. 

There  was  a  "brother  in  reality"  at  the  other 
end  of  that  transaction  also. 

Orlando,  Fla. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Brethren  in  Christian  Service 
Calendar  for  Sunday/  October  19 

These  Sundav-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Holy  Spirit  Our  Helper.— 
John  3:5-8;  Acts  1:8;  Rom.  8:26-28;  Gal.  5:22-26.  Golden 
Text,  As  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  these  are 
sons  of  God.    Rom.  8:14. 

Christian  Workers,  Money  and  the  Dedication  of  Life. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Making  the  Blueprints. 

Intermediates,  We  Have  Fun— Where? 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Four  baptized  in  the  Sand  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Middle  River  church,  Va. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Lena  church,  111.,  Bro.  J.  W.  Fid- 
ler,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Sugar  Valley  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H. 
H.  Nye,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  Mohican  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  J. 
W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Greenwood  church,  Mo.,  Bro. 
Lester  Fike,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Moscow  congregation,  Va.,  Bro. 
Earl  M.  Bowman,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Va., 
Bro.  A.  P.  Naff,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Price's  Creek  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  in  the  Snow  Creek  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Elwood  F.  Humphreys,  pastor-evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Cedar  Grove  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
Edgar  Petry,  summer  pastor  and  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Marble  Furnace  church  of 
Southern  Ohio,  Bro.  Otho  Winger,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 

Bro.  Charles  L.  Cox,  Oct.  19 — Nov.  2,  in  the  Maitland 
church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  Oct.  27,  in  the  Ster- 
ling church,  111. 

Bro.  Ray  E.  Zook  of  Flora,  Ind.,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the  Trot- 
wood  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland,  Pa.,  Oct.  26  in  the 
Hatfield  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  Oct.  20,  in  the 
Yellow  Creek  church,  111. 

Bro.  Jesse  Whiracre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  17-30,  at 
the  Annville  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  Oct.  19,  in  the 
Charleston  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Nov.  2-9,  in 
the  Meyersdale  church,  Pa. 


Bro.  Walter  Berkebile  of  Rockwood,  Pa.,  Nov.  3-16,  in 
the  County  Line  church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Caniield  in  the  Johnson  City 
church,  Tenn.,  Oct.  26— Nov.  9. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  of  Marion,  Ohio,  Oct.  19— Nov.  2, 
in  the  Hollidaysburg  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson  of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  in  the  Pleasant 
View  congregation,  Md.,  Oct.  20. 

Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio,  Oct.  20 — Nov. 
2,  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Bro.  G.  T.  Stump  of  Copper  Hill,  Va.,  in  the  Bottom 
Creek  house,  Copper  Hill  congregation,  Oct.  19 — Nov.  2. 

Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery  of  Onekama,  Mich.,  Nov.  3-16,  in 
the  East  Nimishillen  church,  Ohio;  Nov.  17-30,  in  the 
Dickey   church,   Ohio;   Dec.    1-14,   in   the   Sugar   Creek 

church,  Ind. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Bro.  John  C.  Eller's  address  has  been  changed  since  he 
wrote  his  article,  We  Call  Them  Delinquent,  published 
in  our  issue  of  Sept.  27.    It  is  now  Salem,  Va. 

The  Richmond  Conference  will  have  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegate  from  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas 
Eld.  A.  M.  Peterson,  with  Eld.  A.  W.  Adkins  as  alter- 
nate. 

Letters  have  come  from  O.  C.  Sollenberger  and  Ernest 
Wampler,  written  after  they  had  been  five  days  on  their 
way.  Other  missionaries  were  on  the  same  boat,  some 
for  the  same  China  destination. 

Bro.  Fred  J.  Brunk  has  taken  up  the  pastorate  of  the 
Sacramento  Suburban  church  of  Northern  California 
and  his  address  is  changed  from  Highgrove  to  North 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  3063  Twelfth  Street. 

Sister  Alice  Roop  Mohler  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  sur- 
viving wife  of  the  late  Eld.  Jesse  D.  Mohler,  suffered  a 
cerebral  hemorrhage  a  year  ago.  She  has  not  improved 
a  great  deal,  is  still  bedfast  and  entirely  helpless.  She 
is  being  cared  for  in  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
George  R.  Scott,  who  says  very  fittingly:  "Many  in  the 
brotherhood  remember  her  for  her  hospitality  while  she 
and  father  were  doing  active  church  work." 

Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  with.  Sister 
Royer  and  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Thomas  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  visiting  old  friends  and  scenes  in  the 
Mount  Morris  community,  naturally  included  Elgin  on 
their  return.  It  was  a  fitting  coincidence  that  the  board 
secretaries  were  in  conference  at  the  time  and  were 
thus  privileged  to  receive  a  brief  message  of  encourage- 
ment from  the  former  long-time  secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board. 

Bro.  J.  Carson  Miller  writes:  "The  mainstay  of  our 
home  is  gone.  For  fifty-two  years  we  journeyed  to- 
gether. She  came  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  her  home 
to  a  neighborhood  where  she  knew  no  one.  She  left 
many  good  friends  of  her  younger  days  in  Nebraska  but 
she  made  many  more  in  Virginia.  The  stack  of  letters 
of  sympathy  received  since  her  death  gives  evidence  of 
this.  We  cannot  answer  them  all.  Thanks,  dear  friends. 
May  God  bring  to  you  his  richest  blessings." 
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Missionaries  Ruth  Utz  and  Mary  Dadisman  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Lagos,  Nigeria,  Oct.  9,  on  the  S.  S. 
Arcadia  scheduled  to  go  directly  to  Lagos.  Sister  Utz, 
you  recall,  was  one  of  the  three  on  the  ill-fated  Zam- 
zam.    The  prayers  of  all  of  us  go  with  them. 

We(  should  have  been  informed  sooner  of  the  accident 
which  befell  Bro.  M.  J.  Weaver  and  wife  several  weeks 
ago  on  their  way  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to  their  new  pas- 
torate at  Nappanee,  Ind.  Bro.  Weaver  escaped  with 
slight  injuries  and  has  been  carrying  on  the  work  at 
Nappanee.  Sister  Weaver  did  not  fare  so  well  and  has 
been  confined  in  Lee  Hospital,  Johnstown,  Pa.  Her 
broken  bones  are  healing  and  she  is  making  good  prog- 
ress toward  recovery  for  which  we  are  all  glad. 

Bro.  G.  G.  Caniield's  Tennessee  itinerary  and  mailing 
addresses  for  the  period  are  as  follows:  Oct.  14-26,  Wal- 
nut Grove,  address  letters  in  care  of  S.  E.  Lewis,  Taylors 
Valley,  Va.;  Oct.  28— Nov.  9,  Johnson  City,  care  of  J. 
C.  Wine,  310  E.  Chilhowie,  Johnson  City,  Tenn.;  Nov. 
11-23,  Jonesboro,  Tenn.;  Nov.  24 — Dec.  31,  Limestone, 
Tenn.;  Jan.  4-18,  French  Broad,  care  of  Reuel  Pritchett, 
White  Pine,  Tenn.;  Jan.  20 — Feb.  1,  Cedar  Grove,  care 
of  Charlie  Clark,  Rogersville,  Tenn.;  Feb.  3-15,  Meadow 
Branch,  care  of  Bert  Wingle,  Bean  Station,  Tenn.;  Feb. 
17— March  1,  Pleasant  Hill,  care  of  S.  H.  Garst,  Blount- 
ville,  Tenn.;  March  3-15,  White  Horn,  care  of  G.  C. 
Brown,  R.  2,  Greenville,  Tenn. 

•       •       • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Sugar  Creek  church  of  Middle  Indiana  has  a  har- 
vest meeting  tomorrow,  Oct.  19. 

The  meetings  to  be  held  in  the  Donnels  Creek  church 
of  Southern  Ohio  by  Bro.  Otho  Winger  have  been  moved 
forward  a  week.    They  are  now  set  to  begin  Nov.  2. 

The  New  Haven  church  of  Michigan  will  have  a  home- 
coming with  basket  dinner  Oct.  26.  Bro.  Otho  Winger 
will  be  the  speaker  both  forenoon  and  afternoon.  "This 
is  your  invitation." 

The  Pleasant  View  church  of  Northwestern  Ohio  has 
a  home-coming  tomorrow,  Oct.  19,  with  basket  lunch 
and  programs  both  morning  and  afternoon.  President 
Schwalm  of  Manchester  College  is  the  speaker. 

The  Okaw  church  of  Southern  Illinois  has  changed  its 
home-coming  and  harvest  meeting  from  Oct.  26  to  Nov. 
2,  on  account  of  a  Sunday-school  convention  at  Decatur 
on  the  26th.  There  will  be  a  basket  dinner  and  an  after- 
noon program. 

The  North  Winona  church  of  Northern  Indiana  will 
have  an  all-day  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Oct. 
26.  Bro.  A.  W.  Cordier  of  Manchester  College  is  the 
guest  speaker  both  morning  and  afternoon.  "A  special 
invitation  is  extended  to  those  who  have  worshiped  here 
in  time  past." 

There  is  a  business  opening  in  a  good  Brethren  com- 
munity. A  grocery  with  good  trade  and  a  large  inven- 
tory is  for  sale  on  account  of  the  illness  of  the  owner. 
The  pastor  is  anxious  to  have  a  Brethren  family  take  it 
over.  Write  Brethren  Service  Committee,  Elgin,  Illinois, 
for  particulars. 

The  Lansing  church  of  Michigan  will  observe  harvest 
home  Sunday,  tomorrow,  Oct.  19.  Bro.  J.  J.  Cook  of 
Michigan  and  Bro.  Claude  W.  Leslie  of  Indiana,  former 
workers  in  the  congregation,  will  speak.  Basket  lunch 
and  afternoon  services  at  the  Grandwood  Lodge.  "We 
want  the  whole  church  family  to  be  here.  Of  course 
.  .  .  former  members  and  friends." 


The  Buckeye  church  of  Northeastern  Kansas  will  have 
a  home-coming  and  birthday  service  with  basket  dinner 
Nov.  2,  beginning  at  10:00  a.  m.  Professor  Bittinger  of 
McPherson  College  will  give  two  addresses.  "A  cordial 
invitation  to  all." 

The  Tyrone  church  of  Pennsylvania  announces  an  all- 
day  home-coming  for  Oct.  26.  Basket  lunch  at  noon. 
Sermons  by  Bro.  A.  M.  Dixon.  Pastor  John  R.  Snyder 
says,  "former  worshipers  as  well  as  present  attendants 
are  cordially  invited." 

The  New  Salem  church  of  Northern  Indiana  has  a 
home-coming  tomorrow,  Oct.  19,  with  a  basket  dinner. 
Sister  Anna  Beahm  Mow  will  be  the  speaker  for  the 
day.  "A  warm  invitation  is  extended  to  all  former 
members  and  friends." 

The  West  Marion  church  of  Middle  Indiana  has  home- 
coming services  tomorrow,  Oct.  19.  Bro.  Otho  Winger 
is  the  morning  speaker.  "All  former  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  are  invited  to  come,  worship  and 
enjoy  the  day  with  us." 

Two  hundred  thirty-nine  churches,  or  approximately 
22.5  per  cent  of  the  churches  of  the  brotherhood,  had  re- 
sponded by  sending  the  Annual  Report  for  congrega- 
tions for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1941,  to  the  Elgin  of- 
fice by  Oct.  10.    If  your  church  has  not  reported,  these 
reports  are  due  immediately.    Please  send  at  once  to  the 
General  Ministerial  Board,  22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 
•       «       • 
With  Our  Schools 
Bridgewater  College 

Wardo  Hall,  in  which  Bridgewater  men  have  lived  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  has  been  completely  renovated 
on  the  interior.  Open  house  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
Sept.  20,  afforded  the  faculty  and  friends  from  the  com- 
munity an  opportunity  to  inspect  the  improvements 
which  make  Wardo  virtually  a  new  building  inside. 

Dr.  Raymond  V.  Long,  Director  of  School  Buildings 
for  the  Virginia  Department  of  Education,  Richmond, 
addressed  the  annual  convocation  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, Oct.  1.  Of  Brethren  antecedents,  Dr.  Long  praised 
Bridgewater  as  the  type  of  institution  which  is  bringing 
stabilizing  influences  to  the  thinking  of  a  confused 
world. 

Freshman  week  activities  from  Sept.  22  to  Sept.  26 
marked  the  opening  of  Bridgewater's  sixty-second  year 
as  the  oldest  co-educational  college  in  Virginia.  The  en- 
rollment in  the  new  class  represents  an  increase  of  ap- 
proximately ten  per  cent  over  that  of  last  year's  enter- 
ing class.  Its  membership  comes  from  eleven  states,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  Cuba. 

Five  new  members  of  the  staff  assumed  their  duties 
with  the  opening  of  the  new  year.  Prof.  Morley  J. 
Mays  is  the  chairman  of  the  English  department,  suc- 
ceeding Dr.  John  S.  Flory;  Prof.  Holmes  Wilhelm  is  to 
be  instructor  in  modern  languages;  Alice  Freeman  Hall 
will  be  an  instructor  in  home  economics;  Sara  Kathryn 
Hertzler  has  been  appointed  college  nurse;  and  Mrs. 
Edna  Vought  is  the  new  matron  of  Rebecca  Hall. 

Other  changes  in  the  staff  include  the  appointment  of 
Cecil  C.  Ikenberry,  a  Bethany  graduate  and  formerly 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  as  treasurer 
of  the  college.  Miss  Ethel  V.  Sipe,  who  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  director  of  residence  in  Yount  Hall,  will 
be  acting  dean  of  women.  Bro.  Ikenberry  began  his 
work  on  July  1. 
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General — Reviewed  by  L.  Avery  Fleming 
Fifty-two  Sermon  Trails  for  Boys  and  Girls.  Weist,  1941. 

$1.50. 

A  rich  and  varied  assortment  of  Biblical,  historical, 
ethical,  biographical,  and  fanciful  sermons  for  children. 
One  Hundred  Five  Modern  Parables  for  Young  Folks. 

Sargent.     1940.     $1.25. 

Three-minute  messages  for  Junior  and  Intermediate 
boys  and  girls.    Recommended  to  parents  and  ministers. 

Biblical  Costume.     Wright.     1936.     $1.75. 

Trustworthy  information  about  costumes  of  men  and 
women  in  Bible  times,  with  adaptations  for  use  in  plays. 
Technical  suggestions  and  illustrations. 

Into  My  Storehouse.     Simpson.     1940.     $1.50. 

A  treasure  chest  of  stewardship  materials  for  pastors, 
teachers,  church  officers,  every  member  canvassers,  etc. 
Sermon  outlines,  poems,  articles,   plans,   and  organiza- 
tions, and  nine  stewardship  addresses. 
I,  Naihanael,  Knew  Jesus.    Sutphen.     1941.    $2.50. 

This  book  is  different!  It  is  a  dramatic,  moving  pic- 
ture of  the  dynamic  founder  of  Christianity  as  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  one,  Nathanael.  A  purely  imagin- 
ative recreation  of  the  life  and  times  of  Jesus,  the  Mes- 
siah, but  very  rich  in  Biblical  scenes  and  action. 

Christianity,  an  Inquiry  Into  Its  Nature  and  Truth.  Rail. 

1941.     $2.50. 

A  challenging  statement  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  a 
comprehensive  study  of  the  Christian  religion  in  its  re- 
lation to  modern  life,  current  thought,  individual  needs, 
and  social  conditions.  This  book  was  awarded  the  Bross 
Prize  of  $15,000. 

Teaching  in  the  Church  School.  McLester.  1940.  60c. 
This  book  was  written  with  the  hope  that  "parents 
and  pastors  as  well  as  teachers  and  officers  in  the  church 
school"  might  understand  the  purposes  of  teaching  and 
teach  more  effectively.  Teaching  is  interpreted  as 
"helping  people  make  desirable  changes  in  their  atti- 
tudes and  conduct." 

Come.  Let  Us  Worship.    Palmer,  1941.    $1.50. 

A  manual  of  worship  for  small  churches.  Considers 
the  need  for  a  real  worship  experience  and  provides  a 
practical  worship  program.  The  author  discusses  ma- 
terials for  the  worship  program,  the  organization  of  the 
church  service,  and  the  sermon.  "The  ideal  book  for  the 
minister  in  the  small  church." 

Public  Administration  Organizations.  Public  Adminis- 
tration Clearing  House.  1941.  $1.50. 
A  descriptive  directory  of  national,  state,  regional  and 
Canadian  voluntary  associations  which  have  an  unoffi- 
cial status.  Gives  membership,  finances,  secretariat,  ac- 
tivities, affiliations,  and  publications  of  556  national  orr- 
ganizations,  and  lists  hundreds  of  state  organizations. 

Visualizing   the  Curriculum.     Huban,   Hoban,   and   Zis- 

man.     1937.    $3.50. 

An  illustrated  textbook  which  discusses  various  types 
of  visual  aids  to  teaching,  not  only  from  the  point  of 
view  of  their  various  functions,  values,  and  methods  of 
use,  but  also  in  relation  to  one  another  and  to  the  pro- 
cess of  learning.  Useful  for  all  teachers  who  wish  to 
vitalize  their  teaching. 


Can  Religious  Education  Be  Christian?     Elliott.     1940. 

$2.50. 

A  stimulating  and  provocative  book  on  the  philosophy 
of  religious  education  presented  from  the  viewpoint  of 
progressive  education.  The  author  defends  the  use  of 
modern  educational  principles  and  methods,  not  only  in 
religious  teaching,  but  also  in  religious  experience  and 
the  development  of  faith. 

The  World's  Need  of  Christ.     Ellwood.     1940.     $2.00. 

A  distinguished  sociologist  calls  men  to  a  twentieth 
century  Imitation  of  Christ  because  "only  in  Christ's 
teaching  is  to  be  found  a  pathway  to  peace  and  brother- 
ly co-operation  among  men."  Science  and  philosophy, 
religion  and  the  church,  politics  and  international  rela- 
tions, business  and  industry  are  summoned  to  aid  in  the 
Christian  reconstruction  of  our  civilization. 

You  Can  Be  Happily  Married.    Appelhof.     1941.     $2.00. 

The  book  begins  with  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of 
failure  in  marriage  and  the  ideals  to  be  sought  for  in 
husband  and  wife.  Problems  prior  to  marriage,  pre- 
wedding  arrangements,  the  wedding  service,  sexual  har- 
mony, family  planning,  marriage  as  a  growing  experi- 
ence, and  common  family  problems  are  discussed  in  a 
practical  manner.    A  splendid  handbook  on  married  life. 

Adult — Reviewed  by  D.  D.  Funderburg 
The  Creative  Adult.    Mearns.     1940.    $3.00. 

A  book  to  help  adults  discover  and  develop  their  own 
native  gifts  and  hidden  talents  for  a  richer  and  happier 
life.  The  author  is  a  leader  in  the  application  of  pro- 
gressive education  to  adults.  Contains  many  practical 
suggestions  for  educating  one's  self  in  the  art  of  living. 

Leaders  for  Adult  Education.  Overstreet  and  Overstreet. 

1941.     $1.50. 

A  report  of  a  survey  made  for  the  American  Associa- 
tion for  Adult  Education.  The  survey  tried  to  discover 
the  qualities  of  the  adult  education  leader  and  also  the 
methods  being  used  to  train  such  leaders.  A  compre- 
hensive view  of  what  is  going  on  in  adult  education  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Christian  Home — Reviewed  by  Arietta  Mow 
*Parents  Can  Learn.     Hanford.     1940.     $1.75. 

Mrs.  Hanford  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children,  and 
brought  up  a  family  of  four  herself,  so  she  speaks  with 
the  authority  of  her  own  experience.  Very  readable, 
and  without  technical  terms. 

For  Daughters  and  Mothers.    Parker.     1940.    $1.50. 

The  main  purpose  of  this  book  is  to  promote  a  fine  un- 
derstanding between  teen-age  girls  and  their  mothers 
and  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  fellowship  between  them. 
Both  daughter  and  mother  may  read  the  book  since  it  is 
written  as  much  for  one  as  for  the  other. 

Getting  Ready  to  Be  a  Father.    Corbin.     1939.    $1.25. 

The  title  of  this  little  forty-eight-page  book  is  in- 
triguing in  itself.  Just  to  see  the  subject  makes  one 
wish  to  read  the  book.  Few  fathers  could  resist  it!  The 
reading  of  the  book  is  rewarding  for  it  gives  many 
scientific  facts  which  every  man  should  know  if  he  de- 
sires to  be  a  good  father.  It  is  a  very  readable  book, 
written  especially  for  fathers. 
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How  Would  You  Help  a  Child  Like  This?  National  Com- 
mittee on  National  Hygiene.  1940.  15c. 
Names  fifty  different  situations  faced  by  children  and 
briefly  suggests  solutions.  Sample  problems:  timidity, 
daydreaming,  bullying,  boasting,  inferiority,  dishonesty, 
disloyalty.  This  book  is  not  as  easy  reading  as  some; 
it  would  be  appreciated  most  by  those  who  have  done 
some  reading  in  the  field  of  mental  hygiene. 

Getting  Ready  to  Be  a  Mother.    Corbin.     1940.    $2.50. 

Getting  Ready  to  Be  a  Mother  is  a  companion  book  to 
Getting  Ready  to  Be  a  Father.  From  a  splendid  series 
of  pictures,  the  mother  will  understand  what  she  should 
do  in  her  own  home  as  she  prepares  for  the  baby  and  its 
subsequent  care.  The  two  baby  poems  in  the  packet 
attached  to  the  back  of  the  book  are  worth  the  postage 
to  obtain  this  book  from  the  Loan  Library  shelves. 

'Children  in  the  Family.     Powdermaker  and  Grimes. 

1941.     $2.00.. 

The  viewpoints  of  a  medical  doctor,  psychologist  and 
worker  with  children  in  the  nursery  school  are  all  com- 
bined in  a  practical  discussion  of  children  in  the  family. 
The  first  half  of  the  book  deals  with  the  first  four  years 
of  a  child's  life,  and  the  latter  half  the  early  school 
years,  puberty  and  adolescence,  the  growth  of  self-con- 
fidence, the  problems  of  dull  children  and  precocious 
children,  failure,  and  so  on.  Not  quite  as  easy  reading 
as  some,  but  understandable. 

*Your  Child's  Development  and  Guidance.     Meek.  1940. 

$2.00. 

The  author,  a  physician,  and  formerly  director  of  the 
Child  Development  Institute  and  Professor  of  Education, 
Teacher's  College,  Columbia  University,  says  in  the 
preface,  "I  have  made  this  book  for  parents.  I  hope  it 
may  help  them  to  understand  better  the  development  of 
young  children.  There  are  one  hundred  one  photo- 
graphs. 

Chapters  as  follows:  The  Young  Child's  Day,  Eating,  Elimina- 
tion, Relaxation,  Rest,  Sleep,  Getting  Dirty  and  Getting  Clean 
Again,  Relations  With  Other  Children,  Being  Loved  and  Lov- 
ing,  Interferences   and   Resistance,   Being   Afraid,    Illness. 

•Through  Children's  Eyes.     Weill.     1940.     $2.75. 

Dr.  Weill,  the  author,  combines  her  experience  as  a 
kindergarten  teacher,  school  psychologist  and  worker  in 
a  Child  Habit  Clinic,  and  finally  as  a  consultant  psy- 
chologist,  to   write   this   most   practical   and   popularly 
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written  book.    What  she  really  does  is  to  interpret  the 

problems  children  face,  in  the  language  of  the  children 

themselves. 

Chapter  headings:  They  Thought  They  Were  Not  Loved,  When 
There's  a  Favorite,  Identical  Twins  Treated  Differently,  The 
Only  Boy  and  His  Sister,  When  They  Couldn't  Get  What  They 
Wanted,  In  the  Grip  of  the  Ancestors,  Living  Up  to  the  Family 
Reputation,  When  Children  Worry  About  Sex,  Running  Away — 
From  What?  Refuge  in  Illness,  Lost  in  the  Crowd,  Adopted, 
"Being  an  Only,"  Milestones  Toward  Willingness  to  Be  Ignored, 
"I'll   Be   Good   if   You'll   Be   Good." 

Young  People — Reviewed  by  Raymond  R.  Peters 
Prayers  for  Young  People.    Morton.     1935.     75c. 

These  prayers  are  well  written  for  many  occasions. 
Especially  helpful  to  those  who  are  beginning  to  lead  in 
public  prayer. 

When  Youth  Worship.     Howard.     1940.     $1.50. 

A  simple  and  practical  book  filled  with  helpful  wor- 
ship material.  Practical  suggestions  in  worship  tech- 
nique are  also  given. 

Leadership  Through  Christian  Endeavor.     Davis.     1941. 
75c. 

Although  geared  to  Christian  Endeavor,  youth  cabinets 
will  find  some  helpful  suggestions  in  organization  and 
administration. 

Worship  Programs  in  the  Fine  Arts.  Bays.  1940.  $2.00. 
A  specialist  in  worship  writes  helpful  worship  pro- 
gram material  centered  around  paintings,  sculpture  and 
hymns.  Those  looking  for  worship  material  should  use 
this  book. 

Young  Leaders  in  Action.    Beckes.     1941.    $1.75. 

This  book  recounts  the  experiences  of  a  young  peo- 
ple's society  president.  An  excellent  book  for  B.  Y.  P. 
D.  presidents  and  other  leaders  of  youth  who  want  to 
grow  in  their  work. 

Honest   Answers   to   Honest   Questions.     Harlow.      1940. 

$1.00.  , 

A  frank  discussion  of  questions  young  people  are  ask- 
ing. Young  people  and  their  leaders  can  profit  by  the 
straightforward  answers  given. 

Camping  and  the  Older  Boy.    Ledlie.     1940.    35c. 

A  helpful  chapter  on  training  in  citizenship  and  de- 
tailed information  on:  the  trail  camp,  sailing  and  canoe- 
ing camp,  nomad  camp  and  organization  and  activities 
in  older  boys'  camps. 

Devotional  Life  of  Young  People.  Cranford.  1941.  60c. 
This  is  a  book  of  ten  chapters,  the  first  five  dealing 
with  the  development  of  the  devotional  life  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  the  last  five  with  subject  matter  for  medita- 
tion. It  is  written  in  simple  style  and  is  understandable 
by  young  people. 

How  Character  Develops.     Kunkel  and  Dickerson.   1940. 

$2.50. 

A  discussion  of  the  we-psychology  and  its  relation  to 
character  development.  This  is  quite  readable  and  will 
prove  helpful  to  those  interested  in  personality  develop- 
ment. 

Introduction  to  Youth.    Harris.     1940.     $1.75. 

The  problems  of  youth  and  those  facing  the  adult 
leader  are  clearly  set  forth.  Helpful  suggestions  and 
techniques  in  youth  work  are  given.  Should  be  read  by 
adult  leaders  of  youth,  ministers,  Sunday-school  teach- 
ers and  advisers. 
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New  Trends  in  Group  Work.  Lieberman.  1939.  $2.00. 
This  is  a  must  book  for  those  who  work  with  people 
in  small  groups.  Nineteen  outstanding  educational  lead- 
ers have  contributed  to  this  volume.  Developing  demo- 
cratic procedure  with  a  group  is  an  art.  This  book  will 
help  you  in  this  regard. 

A  Theology  for  Christian  Youth.     Gray.     1941.     $1.00. 

Answers  to  many  of  your  questions  are  to  be  found 
in  this  book.  Dr.  Gray,  a  young  man  and  national  di- 
rector of  young  people's  work  for  the  Congregational- 
Christian  church,  is  well  qualified  to  write  in  this  field. 
College  students  and  mature  people  especially  will  find 
this  worth-while  reading. 

Solving  Camp  Behavior  Problems.  Doherty.  1940.  50c. 
This  is  a  guidance  manual  in  group  work  in  camp. 
The  philosophy  of  camping  and  its  relation  to  the  camp- 
er is  set  forth  in  excellent  fashion.  Then  follows  a  dis- 
cussion of  many  types  of  behavior  problems,  the  prob- 
able cause,  with  suggestions  for  the  most  successful 
handling  of  these  behavior  problems.  For  camp  directors 
and  leaders. 

Children — Reviewed  by  Ruth  Shriver 
How  to  Start  Publicity  for  Nursery  Education  in  Your 
Community.     National  Association  for  Nursery  Edu- 
cation.    1941.     25c. 
The  title  tells  the  contents. 

Christian  Youth  and  the  Children  of  the  Church.    1940. 
10c. 

The  title  explains  the  contents.  "A  guide  to  action  for 
Christian  young  people  and  their  leaders  in  the  United 
Christian  Youth  Movement." 

Children  Can  See  Life  Whole.    Hall.    1940.    $2.00. 

A  book  for  public  school  teachers  who  are  trying  to 
make  religion  a  part  of  the  total  school  experience  of 
the  child.  Mrs.  Hall,  a  Quakeress,  had  a  growing  feel- 
ing that  children  could  do  more  about  putting  life  to- 
gether in  school  if  given  a  chance.  Not  too  easy  to  read, 
but  worth  the  effort. 

America's  Children.  Public  Affairs  Pamphlet.  1940.  10c. 
Reports  of  the  1940  White  House  Conference  on  Chil- 
dren in  a  Democracy  have  already  appeared  in  many 
forms,  but  we  cannot  too  many  times  review  the  impor- 
tant findings  of  this  conference  with  a  view  to  doing 
something  about  them  in  our  own  communities.  "Let 
every  man  sweep  before  his  own  threshold,  and  the 
whole  world  will  be  clean." 

Observing    National    Holidays    and    Church    Festivals. 

Martin.     1939.    $1.00. 

A  weekday  church  school  textbook  for  grades  three 
and  four,  and  a  part  of  the  Co-operative  Series  in  week- 
day school  curriculum.  This  is  another  book  that  would 
be  excellent  in  your  church  library  for  round-the-year 
extra  help. 

Contents:  An  introductory  section  about  the  general  set-up 
of  the  weekday  school,  and  the  following  "units"  or  sets  of  les- 
sons: 

Unit  I.  Friendliness  With  Other  Groups — session  plans,  story 
section,  game  section,  hymn  section,  source  materials  for  spe- 
cial  days. 

Unit  II.  Keeping  Thanksgiving  as  a  Christmas  Festival — five 
sessions.     Sections   on  stories,   music,   etc.,  as   above. 

Unit  III.  New  Ways  of  Celebrating  the  Birthdays  of  Great 
People — five  sessions,  plus  stories,  music,   etc. 

Unit  IV.    Keeping  Christmas  in  a  Christian  Way — five  sessions. 

Unit   V.     Observing   Easter   as    a   Christian   Festival — five    ses- 


Child  Life  in  Bible  Times.    Taylor.     1939.    $1.00. 

Vacation  school  text  for  primary  children,  part  of  the 
co-operative  series.  Each  unit  has  ideas  for  stories, 
dramatization,  poems,  songs,  and  other  activities.  Still 
another  book  that  should  be  in  your  church  library  as 
resource  material  for  Sunday-school  work. 

There  are  four  units,  or  series  of  lessons,  as  follows: 

Unit  I.     In  the  Tent  of  the  Shepherds — six  sessions. 

Unit  II.     In  the  Hills  of  Canaan — six  sessions. 

Unit  III.     In   a  Village  in  Galilee — eight  sessions. 

Unit  IV.     In  the  Cities  by  the  Sea — five  sessions. 

What  Is  a  Nursery  School?    Neterer  and  Wagoner.  1940. 

35c. 

Nursery  schools,  which  for  many  years  have  flour- 
ished in  England,  seem  to  be  gaining  in  popularity  in 
America.  A  nursery  school  is  a  school  planned  for  chil- 
dren too  young  to  go  to  kindergarten.  The  program  of 
play,  sleep  and  eating  together  provides  experiences 
for  young  children  with  each  other  which  are  a  most 
needed  thing  for  later  years.  The  bulletin  is  published 
by  the  Association  for  Childhood  Education  in  Washing- 
ton, and  is  the  most  authoritative  in  its  field. 

Discovering  the  Lands  of  the  Bible.    Hazelwood.     1939. 

$1.00. 

A  text  for  juniors  in  vacation  church  schools,  part  of 
the  Co-operative  Series.  It  includes  enough  material 
for  a  three  weeks'  vacation  school,  with  many  activities 
for  a  full  morning's  program  daily.  Good  to  have  in  a 
church  library  for  resource  material  for  Sunday-school 
work. 

The  book  has  in  it  three  units,  or  series  of  lessons: 

Unit  I.     We  Visit  Palestine — 15  sessions. 

Unit    II.    Ancient    Neighbors    of    Palestine — 5    sessions. 

Unit  III.    The  Early  Missionary  Lands — 5  sessions. 

At  Work  With  Children  in  the  Small  Church.     Gillett. 

1940.    40c. 

The  great  majority  of  all  Protestant  churches  are  out 
in  the  open  country,  and  there  are  many  reasons  to  be- 
lieve that  the  country  church  and  community  are  going 
to  be  highly  valued  in  the  years  to  come.  Do  you  want 
to  know  "what  to  do  with  Robert"?  How  to  plan  for  an 
attractive,  comfortable,  and  practical  classroom  in  the 
face  of  limited  funds  and  room?  How  to  work  with  the 
children  in  ways  they  will  enjoy  and  yet  accomplish  re- 
sults in  their  lives  that  are  far-reaching?  If  you  can 
buy  only  one  book  in  your  church  this  year,  buy  this 
one! 

Magazines  in  the  field  of  children's  work: 

1.  The  Elementary  Magazine,  which  for  many  years 
has  been  one  of  our  stand-bys,  became  Child  Guidance  in 
Christian  Living,  on  October  1,  1941;  price,  $1.25. 

2.  First  Steps  in  Christian  Nurture,  for  parents  of  pre- 
school children,  became  a  part  of  The  Christian  Home; 
price,  $1.13. 

3.  Children's  Religion  continues  to  be  one  of  our  most 
helpful  periodicals;  price,  $1.00. 

Reports  from  the  Children's  Section  of  the  International 
Council  of  Religious  Education;  price,  10c  each: 

1.  Committee  on  Churches  With  Special  Problems. 

2.  Committee  on  Music. 

3.  Committee  on  Visual  Aids. 

4.  Committee  on  Trends. 

5.  Committee  on  Books. 

6.  Pictures  and  Where  to  Get  Them. 
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Community  Schools  in  Action.    Clapp.  1939.    $3.75. 
Guide  to  Community  Co-ordination.     1941.     25c. 
Planning  the  Community  School.  Englehardt  and  Engel- 

hardt.     1940.     $2.00. 

An  'important  trend  faces  the  church,  as  well  as  all 
other  agencies  in  the  community.  A  recent  Catholic 
convention  spent  its  entire  time  considering  the  implica- 
tions for  the  church  of  efforts  toward  planning  the  total 
community's  life  more  as  a  unit.  Community  Schools 
in  Action  describes  in  detail  two  experimental  rural 
schools:  the  Arthurdale  Community  School  (which  was 
begun  by  the  Quakers  and  later  taken  over  by  the  Fed- 
eral government)  and  a  rural  school  in  Kentucky.  Guide 
to  Community  Co-ordination  is  the  official  bulletin  of 
Co-ordinating  Councils,  Inc.  The  title  explains  the  con- 
tents. Planning  the  Community  School  is  important  for 
pastors  and  other  leaders  to  know  about  because  it  is 
the  voice  of  a  leading  public  school  educator  suggesting 
to  public  school  leaders  how  they  should  build  their 
schoolhouses  in  the  years  ahead' to  prepare  for  the  hous- 
ing of  more  of  the  community's  total  life — adult  as  well 
as  youth  and  childhood.  These  books  are  not  listed  as 
promotional  material,  but  rather  to  help  keep  us  all 
aware  of  new  and  significant  trends  that  are  at  our  door. 

Missions — Reviewed  by  Anetta  C.  Mow 
With  Christ  on  the  Edge  of  the  Jungle.    Moyer.    1941. 

Rev.  Moyer  of  the  Mennonite  Mission  in  India,  in  this 
short  book,  shows  waiting,  watching,  expectant  India. 
Every  page  shows  the  conviction  which  took  the  writer 
and  his  fellow  workers  to  the  edges  of  the  jungle  to 
blaze  trails  for  Christ. 

Doctor  in  Arabia.    Harrison.     1940.    $3.00. 

Those  who  have  had  the  unusual  privilege  of  hearing 
Dr.  Paul  Harrison  speak  in  his  stirring  and  entrancing 
manner  will  want  to  read  this  book.  It  holds  the  reader 
spellbound  to  the  end.  No  one  should  fail  to  become 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Harrison  and  his  missionary  work. 

God's  Ravens.     Kellersberger.     1941.     $1.50. 

Some  writers  have  the  gift  of  writing  as  vividly  as 
they  tell  a  charming  story.  Mrs.  Kellersberger  is  this 
kind  of  writer.  God's  Ravens  comes  out  of  Africa,  show- 
ing the  sweet  omnipresence  and  the  tender  omnipotence 
of  the  eternal  Father  among  the  black  people  of  the 
Congo.    The  book  is  a  thrilling  missionary  story. 

The  Golden  Bough.    Frazer.     1940.    $1.49. 

Frazer  is  a  keen  student  of  anthropology,  and  he  re- 
veals in  this  book  the  mesh  of  fear  from  which  civiliza- 
tion has  escaped.  He  shows  which  of  our  present  be- 
liefs and  practices  we  owe  to  primitive  man.  Many 
strange  customs  with  which  missionaries  come  in  con- 
tact today  are  explained  and  their  origin  and  meaning 
'are  given. 

Rural  Life — Reviewed  by  L.  Avery  Fleming 

Manifesto  on  Rural  Life.    National  Catholic  Rural  Life 

Conference.     1939.     $1.50. 

A  vital  discussion  of  the  fundamental  material  and 
spiritual  principles  and  policies  which  must  be  applied 
in  the  solution  of  rural  life  problems.  Recognizes  the 
Christian  family  as  the  keystone  of  our  Christian  civi- 
lization and  shows  why  the  church  should  be  deeply 
concerned  with  rural  problems. 


Temperance— Reviewed  by  D.  D.  Funderburg 
Meet  the  Aliens.    Hoffman.     1937.    $1.25. 

An  interesting  story  for  children.  The  Allen  family 
has  an  experience  with  a  drunken  driver.  Through  the 
doctor  they  learn  many  facts  about  alcohol  which  are 
passed  on  to  their  friends  at  school. 

What  Price  Alcohol?    Carroll.    1941.    $3.00. 

A  practical  discussion  of  the  causes,  and  treatment  of 
alcoholism.  The  author  finds  alcohol  addicts  increasing 
at  an  alarming  rate  among  the  well-to-do  as  well  as  the 
impoverished.  The  book  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  ex- 
perience and  active  procedures  which  understanding 
and  science  have  proven  of  value  for  persons  who  need 
an  active  reshaping  and  reconstructing  of  life. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Studies  in  the  Christian  Use  of  Money 
Part  III.    Causes  of  Inadequate  Giving 

Scripture:    2  Cor.  8:1-15;  Mark  12:41-44 
Sunday,  November  2 

I.  The  Situation  in  Regard  to  Giving. 

1.  The  truly  Christian  motive  for  giving  is  love  for 
Christ  and  for  one's  fellow  men.  This  accounts  for  the 
liberality  of  the  Macedonians  (2  Cor.  8:1-15),  for  they 
first  gave  themselves  to  God. 

2.  Without  love,  according  to  Paul  in  1  Cor.  13:3,  giv- 
ing profits  one  nothing.  It  may  help  the  cause  to  which 
it  is  given,  but  it  does  not  make  for  the  spiritual  growth 
of  the  giver. 

3.  Liberal  giving  in  a  church  is  usually  a  sign  of  deep 
spiritual  life. 

4.  Liberal  giving  is  also  cheerful  giving.  Giving  un- 
til it  hurts  is  certainly  not  Christian.  On  the  other  hand, 
Christian  giving  certainly  involves  sacrifice.  It  requires 
giving  of  life. 

5.  Giving  under  pressure,  or  causing  one  to  give  or 
suffer  embarrassment,  does  not  make  for  Christian  lib- 
erality. Much  collecting  for  religious  and  charitable 
purposes  is  done  by  this  method.  If  there  is  to  be  no- 
force  in  religion,  there  can  be  no  force  in  giving. 

6.  Some  people  give  liberally  only  when  their  emo- 
tions are  stirred  deeply.  Such  persons  respond  readily 
to  physical  suffering.  Giving  should  also  be  character- 
ized by  intelligence.  It  is  all  right  to  feel  deeply  but 
one  should  deliberately  decide  how  his  money  could 
best  be  used  to  God's  glory. 

7.  Many  churches  have  no  plan  for  systematic  and 
proportionate  giving  on  the  part  of  each  member  wheth- 
er rich  or  poor,  young  or  old.  Frequently  the  value  of 
the  small  giver  is  overlooked  by  the  money  gatherers. 
This  robs  the  giver  of  some  of  the  blessing  of  spiritual 
growth  and  makes  the  load  heavy  for  others. 

II.  Suggestions  for  Discussion. 

1.  As  far  as  you  can  tell,  what  percentage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  your  church  give  sacrificially?  Are  the  sacri- 
ficial members  mostly  among  the  poor  or  the  well-to-do? 

2.  Outline  and  study  the  financial  program  of  your 
church. 

3.  Does  the  financial  system  used  in  your  church  edu- 
cate your  people  to  want  to  give  liberally?  Or  does  it 
antagonize? 

4.  What  is  your  church  doing  to  cultivate  the  spirit 
of  liberality  among  its  children,  youth,  and  adults? 
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5.  Is  the  low  ratio  of  giving  a  symptom  of  a  low  level 
of  spiritual  life? 

6.  What  are  some  of  the  best  financial  systems  now 
being  used  in  churches? 

Note:  Send  to  the  General  Boards,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  free  pamphlet:  Local 
Church  Finance. 


Sister  Mary  Jane  Long 

(Continued   From   Page  13) 
Long,  became  a  famous  place  for  hospitality  and  quiet 
good  cheer.     Elder  Long  passed  to  his  reward  Nov.  18, 
1927. 

Grandma  Long,  as  she  was  known  to  the  entire  York 
church,  continued  very  active  and  faithful  in  all  ac- 
tivities of  the  church  until  the  last  few  weeks  before  her 
death.  She  had  great  confidence  in  young  people  and 
kept  young  in  spirit.  In  June  of  this  year  she  was 
stricken  by  cerebral  hemorrhage,  and  on  July  27,  she 
quietly  fell  asleep.  She  is  survived  by  two  sons:  David 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Paul,  at  home;  also  by  two  daughters: 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Heilman  of  Briarcliff,  New  York;  Mrs.  G.  G. 
Weaver  of  Hollis,  New  York. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  at  the  First  church,  York, 
by  her  pastor,  Edward  K.  Ziegler,  assisted  by  Elder  L. 
Elmer  Leas.     Burial  was  in  the  Greenmount  cemetery. 

York,  Pa.  Edward  K.  Ziegler. 


Women's  Work  Report — District  of  Oregon 

Tuesday,  July  22,  1941,  the  women  of  Oregon  met  at 
Camp  Myrtlewood,  near  Bridge,  Oregon,  for  their  regu- 
lar yearly  meeting. 

We  had  a  part  of  four  days  to  hold  our  meetings.  The 
first  day  the  aid  part  of  our  program  was  held;  reports 
and  a  special  program  were  given.  Sister  Minnie  Her- 
mann presided.  Sister  Anetta  Mow  gave  us  a  review  of 
how  our  women's  work  has  grown  from  the  starting  of 
our  church  up  to  the  present  time  and  a  challenge  for 
today  and  the  future. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Sister  Ruth  Shriver  gave  a 
talk  and  explained  materials  to  be  used  in  children's 
work.  She  urged  that  we  revive  our  Sunday-school  li- 
braries. 

Wednesday  afternoon  the  homebuilders'  program  was 
given  with  Sister  Esther  Rothrock  in  charge.  Verna 
Kroeger  of  Myrtle  Point  gave  a  reading,  and  a  group 
from  Grants  Pass  presented  the  drama,  Mother  Bless- 
ing's Job. 

Thursday  morning  Sisters  Shriver  and  Mow  gave 
more  information  about  our  children's  and  women's 
work.  Thursday  afternoon  a  special  missionary  pro- 
gram was  given  with  Sister  Lizzie  Flory  presiding. 

Friday  morning  we  met  for  our  business  meeting  with 
Sister  Minnie  Hermann  presiding.  We  had  letters  and 
reports  from  all  of  our  aids  this  year,  and  we  are  glad 
to  report  that  a  new  aid  has  been  organized  at  Medford, 
Oregon.  Our  women  have  been  busy  doing  relief  work 
wherever  they  can,  and  have  sent  many  pounds  of  cloth- 
ing for  the  China  relief  work.  We  decided  to  help  pur- 
chase a  recording  machine  for  La  Verne  College,  and 
are  ready  to  help  prepare  packets  for  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  when  called  on.  Although  few  in 
number,  we  are  anxious  to  help  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  kingdom. 


The  officers  elected  for  the  coming  year  are:  director 
of  women's  work,  Mrs.  Olga  Johnson;  secretary-treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Jennie  E.  Drake;  director  of  aid,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Hall;  director  of  missions,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Flory;  director  of 
home  builders,  Mrs.  Esther  Rothrock. 

We  greatly  appreciate  having  Sister  Shriver  and  Sis- 
ter Mow  with  us  during  our  district  meeting.  The  meet- 
ing closed  with  all  feeling  that  they  had  been  richly 
blessed.  We  pray  that  God  will  bless  our  work  and 
keep  us  until  we  meet  again. 

Mrs.  Jennie  E.  Drake, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of 
Women's  Work,  District 
Grant's  Pass,  Oreg.  of  Oregon.      I 


Mrs.  Delia  Hamstead  Fike 

Mrs.  Delia  Hamstead  Fike,  wife  of  Eld.  Jonas  Fike, 
passed  to  the  great  beyond  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  D.  B.  Spaid. 

She   was   the   daughter  of   John   and   Martha   Evans 

Hamstead,  was 
born  near  Green- 
land Gap,  Grant 
County,  W.  Va., 
March  12,  1864, 
and  died  July  29, 
1941.  She  was  the 
third  child  in  a 
family  of  nine  and 
the  fifth  to  pass 
away.  She  united 
with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren 
at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen and  remained 
a  faithful  mem- 
ber all  her  life. 
In  1892  she  was 
united  in  mar- 
riage to  Eld. 
Jonas  Fike,  who 
preceded  her  in 
death  June  24, 
1925. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children;  having  given 
birth  to  four  of  them,  she  acquired  the  motherhood  of 
the  other  five  through  the  marriage  of  her  husband. 
She  was  a  faithful  and  devout  mother  to  them  all. 

Three  sons  preceded  her  in  death.  Those  remaining 
are  Annie  Hamstead  and  Ollie  Fike  of  Morgantown,  W. 
Va.;  Ezra  Fike,  John  T.  Fike,  Minnie  Hile  and  Grace 
Spaid  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.  She  is  also  survived  by  two 
brothers:  George  Hamstead  and  Obed  Hamstead,  and 
two  sisters:  Mrs.  Florence  Johnson  and  Laura  Walters. 
She  loved  to  read  her  Bible.  By  1933  she  had  read 
the  New  Testament  through  twenty  times,  and  ever 
since  then  she  has  done  considerable  reading.  She  was 
a  helpful  neighbor,  Sunday-school  teacher,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  many  other  ways.  Probably  her  greatest  work 
was  as  mother  to  her  children  and  in  caring  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  home  while  her  husband  spent 
weeks  and  months  preaching  among  the  mountains  and 
hills  of  West  Virginia  and  elsewhere.  She  always  en- 
couraged him  to  go  while  she  cared  for  the  duties  of  the 
home. 

She  had  been  in  better  health  the  later  years  of  her 
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life,  but  was  taken  with  a  heart  attack  on  July  3  from 
which  she  suffered  much  until  the  call  came  July  29. 

Last  rites  were  conducted  from  the  Maple  Spring 
church  by  Brethren  W.  L.  Teets  and  E.  T.  Fike.  She 
was  laid  beside  her  husband  in  the  Maple  Spring 
cemetery.     She  is  gone  from  us  but  not  forgotten. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.  John  T.  Fike. 


Southern  District  of  Iowa  District  Conference 

The  Southern  District  of  Iowa  met  in  conference  in 
the  Ottumwa  church  on  Aug.  20,  21  and  22.  The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended  and  the  services  encouraging  and 
helpful.  We  were  blessed  by  the  presence  and  mes- 
sages of  the  Bittingers  of  McPherson  College  and  Rev. 
Melvin  Lundeen  of  the  First  Lutheran  church  of  Ottum- 
wa. We  were  exceptionally  blessed,  too,  by  having  Miss 
Sylvia  Oiness  and  Mr.  Wang  Tung  also  as  speakers  in 
our  conference. 

The  program  was  arranged  by  the  Board  of  Admin- 
istration and  was  well  planned  and  well  carried  out. 
The  men  of  the  district  met  together  in  a  separate  ses- 
sion for  the  first  time  in  our  conferences  with  some 
thirteen  present.  Bro.  John  Hettinger  of  the  Salem 
church  was  in  charge  of  the  program.  Bro.  Hettinger 
was  again  elected  for  a  three-year  term;  also  Leo  Power 
for  two  years  and  Harley  Yates  for  one  year  to  head  up 
the  Men's  Work. 

There  was  an  anointing  service  of  a  sister  on  Friday 
morning  and  one  held  in  a  home  on  Thursday  evening 
for  an  older  brother. 

The  business  session  was  held  on  Friday  with  Elder 
W.  H.  Brower  moderator  and  Pastor  Homer  Caskey, 
reading  clerk.  The  business  was  well  managed  and 
Southern  Iowa  is  looking  forward  to  a  new  year  of  work 
with  each  of  the  eleven  churches  zealous  for  the  king- 
dom of  God.  Elder  Glenn  Carr  was  chosen  moderator 
of  1942;  Monroe  County  church  will  entertain  the 
conference.  The  writer  was  chosen  as  a  member  on 
Standing  Committee,  with  Elder  J.  D.  Brower  as  alter- 
nate. 

Ottumwa,  Iowa.  Charles  A.  Albin,  Clerk. 


In  Memory  of  Mother 

Sister  Sadie  Bertha  Rummel  was  born  July  4,  1867,  and  died 
Sept.  23,  1940,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-three  years.  She  was 
preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  Elder  Samuel  P.  Zimmerman 
and  wife  Mary,  and  by  her  husband,  Bro.  John  W.  Rummel. 
Eleven  children  blessed  this  home,  eight  of  whom  preceded  her 
to  the  grave.  For  fifty  years  Father  and  Mother  Rummel  lived 
and  worked  in  the  same  church  community  and  the  home  re- 
mained unbroken  until  three  years  ago  when  Father  died  just 
fifty  years  after  their  marriage.  One  daughter  and  two  sons 
survive. 

Mother  Rummel  when  yet  a  girl  accepted  Christ  through 
church  membership  and  remained  loyal  to  her  church  through- 
out her  long  and  devoted  lifetime.  She  organized  the  ladies' 
aid  society  of  the  Maple  Spring  church  and  was  its  president 
from  the  beginning  up  until  her  death,  a  period  of  some  thirty 
years.  She  always  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  the  aid  society 
and  never  missed  any  of  its  meetings  except  through  illness. 
As  a  deaconess  and  Sunday-school  teacher  she  performed  her 
duties  faithfully  and  with  regular  attendance  at  all  church 
meetings. 

It  is  with  pride  that  we  can  say  that  our  home  was  one  of 
daily  Bible  devotions  and  prayer.  It  was  never  a  question  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  entire  family  would  attend  church  and 
Sunday  school,  as  attendance  at  all  church  meetings  was  one 
of  our  family  habits.  After  father's  passing,  mother  kept  up 
this  habit  as  she,  too,  was  a  sincere  believer  in  the  Bible  and 
in  the  power  of  prayer.  The  Gospel  Messenger  was  always 
read  with  care  and  joy  in  the  successes  of  the  church. 

Mother  always  held  high  ideals  for  her  children  and  sacri- 
ficed so  that  all  who  lived  to  college  years  were  given  the  ad- 
vantages of  college  training.     Her  one  desire  was  that  her  chil- 


dren remain  faithful  workers  to  the  church,  and  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  her  sacrifices,  ideals,  and  devotion  that  her  entire 
family  were  church  members,  her  two  sons  being  ministers  in 
the  church.  Our  farm  home,  although  unpretentious,  was 
always  open  to  hospitality  and  filled  with  mutual  love  and  ador- 
ation among  parents  and  children.  On  occasions  of  church 
meetings  our  home  was  ofttimes  the  home  for  the  visiting  mem- 
bers and  ministers.  For  a  half  century  our  home  was  one  of 
those  pioneer  homes  which  were  devoted  to  the  work  of  the 
church  and  which  knew  and  practiced  the  principle  of  sacrificial 
love  and   co-operation   among  parents  and  children. 

A  half  century  of  devoted  work  in  the  same  church  and  com- 
munity gave  to  mother  a  large  number  of  friends.  Hence 
the  entire  community  was  shocked  to  hear  of  her  tragic  passing. 
In  apparent  good  health,  mother  started  for  church  one  very 
beautiful  Sunday  evening  in  September,  tripping  in  some  man- 
ner as  she  went  down  the  steps  leading  to  the  road  and  frac- 
turing her  cervical  vertebrae.  During  her  short  period  of  illness 
she  called  for  the  anointing  service  which  was  given  her  by 
her  two  sons.  Her  last  words  were  in  the  interests  of  those 
whom   she  was   about  to  leave. 

Mother  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Maple  Spring  cemetery  within 
sight  of  her  lifelong  home.  Bro.  J.  M.  Geary,  her  pastor,  conduct- 
ed a  very  impressive  service,  using  as  his  text  John  16:22,  on  the 
subject,  The  Relationship  of  Jesus  to  the  Common  Experiences 
of  Life.  A  large  crowd  paid  their  last  respects  to  one  who  had 
been   a   real  mother,   friend   and   Christian. 

It  is  to  a  real  mother,  old-fashioned  but  most  beautiful,  that 
we,  her  two  boys,  wish  to  pay  our  humble  tribute  and  lasting 
memory.  May  her  kind  ever  bless  the  homes  of  nations,  giving 
Christian  ambitions  and  ideals  to  the  youth   of  the  world. 

Paul   Z.   Rummel. 


Hollsopple,  Pa. 


William  D.  Rummel. 


Jacob  Samuel  Showalter 

Jacob  Samuel  Showalter,  son  of  Isaac  and  Agnes  Showalter, 
was  born  April  6,  1873,  near  Singer  Glen,  Rockingham  County, 
Va.     He  died  June  19,  1941,  near  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  of  a  heart 

ailment  and  other  complications. 
He  was  married  in  1894  to  Bar- 
bara Smith  of  Dayton,  Va.,  and 
lived  in  Virginia  until  1909  when 
he  with  his  family  moved  to 
Westover,  Md.  Thirteen  years 
were  spent  here  on  a  farm. 
While  here  he  and  his  family 
were  charter  members  of  the 
Green  Hill  congregation  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and 
helped  hand  and  heart  to  build 
the  church. 

In   1922   with   his  wife   and   two 

youngest  sons  he  moved  to  Mar- 

tinsburg,    Pa.,    where    they    took 

charge    of    the    Morrisons     Cove 

Home    at   that   place.     Here    they 

labored  for  four  years,  caring  for 

many  old  and  sick  people.     Later 

they    had    the    oversight    of    the 

Girard,  111.,  Old  Folks'  Home  and 

the  Home  at  Darlow,  Kans. 

They  spent  one  year  at  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Eglon,  W.  Va. 

The  health  of  both  being  poor,  they  retired  and  had  lived  in  or 

near  Martinsburg  for  the  past  nine  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  more  than  forty  years. 
and  served  as  deacon  many  years.  Bro.  Showalter  had  been 
in  failing  health  for  many  years.  Seven  children  were  born 
and  raised  in  this  home.  One  daughter,  Emma  Heitzman,  died 
Nov.    4,    1923. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  survived  by  his  wife,  six  children 
and  seventeen  grandchildren;  also  by  three  sisters  and  one 
brother.  The  children,  all  members  of  the  church,  are  Louis  A. 
and  Howard  J.  of  Northeastern  Ohio;  Mrg.  (Calvin)  Carrie  Boggs 
of  Chicago;  Mrs.  Clement  Bontrager  of  Tonasket,  Wash.;  Lerty 
of  Martinsburg,  and  Luther  R.  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.  With  the 
latter  he  made  his  home  and   there  he  passed  away, 

The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Martinsburg  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  conducted  by  Quinter  Showalter  and  A.  R.  Coff- 
man,   pastor.     Interment   was   made   in   the   Fairview   cemetery. 

Chicago,  111.  Mrs.  Calvin  H.  Boggs 


Passing  of  Sister  Ida  M.  Miller 

Sister  Ida  M.  Miller  died  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospi- 
tal in  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  on  Sept.  21,  1941.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Brother  Benjamin  F.  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Harnish  Smith  of 
Lincoln,  Nebr.,   and  was  born   on   Oct.   22,    1869. 

On  Sept.  1,  1889,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eld.  J.  Carson 
Miller.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
On  their  return  from  their  bridal  trip  they  settled  on  the  farm 
of  his  father,  the  late  Jacob  B.  Miller,  at  Moore's  Store,  Va. 
Here  they  built  a  house  and  spent  their  entire  married  life,  ex- 
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cept  the  nine  years  Bro.  Miller  taught  at  Bridgewater  College 
(1892-1901)  and  the  three  years  that  he  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Timberrille   church   (1911-1914). 

In  May  1888  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
lived  a  devoted  Christian  life.  She  was  a  woman  of  above  the 
average   intelligence  and  leadership. 

From  1891  to  about  six  years  ago,  she  had  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Flat  Rock  Sunday  school.  During  that  time  she 
either  taught  a  class  or  served  as  the  primary  superintendent. 
On  their  return  from  Bridgewater  College  Bro.  Miller  entered 
the  evangelistic  field.  She  willingly  shouldered  the  responsi- 
bility in  taking  care  of  the  home  and  farm  while  he  was  away. 

Sister  Miller  is  survived  by  her  aged  husband:  two  daughters: 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Myers  (Carrie)  of  Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  and  Miss 
Ruth  E.  Miller,  Harrisonburg.  Va.:  two  sons;  Wilbur  S.  Miller  at 
home  and  L.  Paul  Miller  of  Charlottesville,  Va.;  three  grand- 
children;  one   great-grandchild;    two  brothers   and  three   sisters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Flat  Rock  church  on  Tues- 
day afternoon,  Sept.  23,  with  Elder  Samuel  D.  Lindsay  conduct- 
ing the  services,  assisted  by  Elder  M.  L.  Huffman.  Present  was 
a  large  concourse  of  relatives  and  friends.  Her  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family  lot  in  the  near-by  cemetery. 

Forestville,    Va.  J.    D.    Wine. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Burgus-Myers. — Sept.  7,  1941,  at  the  Panther  Creek  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  Homer  A.  Burgus  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  Jean 
Myers  of  Adel,  Iowa,  by  the  undersigned. — L.  A.  Walker,  Adel, 
Iowa. 

Reed-Zigler. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  bride's  home  in  White 
Cottage,  Ohio,  Mar.  15,  1941,  Lester  S.  Reed  and  Florence  V. 
Zigler. — J.  D.  Zigler,  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Reppert-Robbins. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Aug.  24, 
1941,  Lee  E.  Reppert  of  Bringhurst,  Ind.,  and  Alice  Robbins  of 
Delphi,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — Clarence  D.  Sink,  Flora,  Ind. 

Wolfe-Heesiand.— Claude  E.  Wolfe  of  Bunker  Hill,  Ind.,  and 
June  E.  Heestand  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Ashland,  Sept.  7,  1941.— C.  H. 
Deardorff,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Arnold,  Elisha  M.,  was  born  near  Lintner,  111.,  Dec.  3,  1876, 
and  died  suddenly  from  a  heart  attack  on  July  22,  1941.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  community  in  which  he  was  born.  He 
taught  school  from  1895  until  1899.  All  of  his  time  between 
school  terms  was  spent  in  the  Central  Normal  College  at  Dan- 
ville, Ind.  Here  he  graduated  in  the  science  course  in  1900. 
Bro.  Arnold  also  graduated  from  the  University  of  Illinois  School 
of  Dental  Surgery  in  Chicago  in  1904.  He  was  a  practicing  dent- 
ist for  the  past  thirty-seven  years.  For  the  past  twenty-five 
years  his  office  and  home  had  been  in  Decatur.  Bro.  Arnold,  a 
deacon  for  a  long  time,  had  been  chairman  of  the  official  board 
of  the  Decatur  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  served  also  as  treasurer  and  as  chairman  of  the  finance  board. 
He  had  been  a  Sunday-school  teacher  and  was  interested  in  all 
church  activities.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Susan  Mark- 
ham  on  July  2,  1903.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to 
this  union.  Besides  his  wife  and  children,  he  is  survived  by 
ten  grandchildren  and  an  older  sister.  Bro.  Arnold's  keen  wit 
and  fine  sense  of  humor  helped  him  over  difficult  places  and  won 
for  him  a  host  of  friends.  The  funeral  service  was  in  charge  of 
Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Graceland 
cemetery   of   Decatur. — John   B.   Wieand,   Decatur,   111. 

Bailey,  Layman,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Md.,  May 
11,  1928,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  31,  1941.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  and  was 
always  interested  and  active  in  the  work,  attending  Sunday 
school  regularly.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Green  Hill 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  charge  of  Eld.  W.  K.  Mahan.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Quinton  cemetery. — Faurice  Johnson, 
Westover,   Md. 

Harman,  Arthur  T.,  was  born  in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  and  died 
Aug.  22,  1941,  aged  sixty-four  years.  The  immediate  surviv- 
ors are  his  wife,  Mrs.  Minnie  Hylton  Harman,  four  daughters 
and  two  sons.  Bro.  Harman  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  for  forty-four  years,  and  served  as  a  deacon  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  also  as  chorister  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  for  several  years.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at  church, 
a  good  church  worker  and  a  liberal  giver.  Bro.  Harman  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  a  prominent  citizen  and  will  be  greatly 
missed.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Topeco  church 
by  Brethren  A.  N.  Hylton,  Leroy  Weddle  and  Wendell  Flory. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Topeco  cemetery. — Leeta  M.  Weddle, 
Floyd,  Va. 


HeHlefinger,  Emma  Licy,  widow  of  John  Hefflefinger,  died  at 
her  home  in  Cummingstown  on  Sept.  25,  1941,  just  two  hours 
after  falling  down  a  stairway.  Surviving  are  two  sons,  one 
daughter  and  two  sisters.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Huntsdale  church  and  one  of  the  oldest  members.  She  was 
aged  eighty  years  and  three  days.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Lutz's  funeral  home  in  Carlisle,  and  were  conducted  by  her  pas- 
tor, Bro.  O.  J.  Hassinger,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Glen  of  the  Dick- 
inson Presbyterian  church.— Mrs.   A.  A.  Evans,   Carlisle,  Pa. 

Laniz,  Samuel  E.,  was  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  17, 
1848,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  son  at  Stigler,  Okla., 
May  24,  1941,  after  having  been  in  poor  health  for  the  past  four 
years.  Bro.  Lantz  was  reared  in  the  Mennonite  faith  but  later 
became  a  member  of  the  Church  cf  the  Brethren  and  served  as 
a  minister  for  fifty-five  years.  He  came  to  Kansas  soon  after  his 
marriage  to  Elizabeth  Kennedy  and  located  near  McPherson, 
later  moving  to  Madison,  where  he  lived  and  served  the  Verdi- 
gris church  until  the  last  four  years  of  his  life.  He  was  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  his  wife,  three  daughters  and  one  son.  Four 
sons,  one  daughter  and  several  grandchildren  survive.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  at  the  Verdigris  church  near  Madison, 
Kans.,  on  May  25  by  Bro.  D.  P.  Neher,  assisted  by  Bro.  Wilmer 
Lehman.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Blakely  cemetery. — Ella 
Garriott,  Madison,  Kans. 

Lutz,  Hannah  Sophia,  was  born  in  Springfield  Township  on 
May  25,  1860,  and  died  Aug.  23,  1941.  She  was  the  youngest  of 
eight  children  born  to  Lawrence  and  Hannah  Rodebush  Minier. 
All  of  her  life  was  spent  in  Portage  and  Summit  counties.  In 
1879  she  was  married  to  Isaac  Ward  Lutz  and  to  this  union  were 
born  seven  children,  three  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  Sur- 
viving are  three  sons,  one  daughter,  thirteen  grandchildren  and 
nineteen  great-grandchildren.  She  joined  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  the  early  spring  of  1882.  Ice  was  cut  so  the  baptism 
could  be  performed.  Aunt  Hannah,  as  she  was  known  to  all  for 
miles  around,  was  a  living  expression  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 
In  any  home  where  there  was  illness  or  death  she  could  be 
found  washing,  baking,  keeping  watch  during  the  lonely  night 
hours  or  easing  the  ache  of  a  sorrowing  heart  with  her  Savior's 
precious  words.  She  loved  music  and  could  always  be  heard 
whistling  or  singing  at  her  work.  She  loved  flowers  and  had 
hundreds  of  them  in  the  yard  of  the  house  on  Hawk  Roads  that 
was  her  home  for  fifty-eight  years.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Springfield  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Aug.  26 
with  Brethren  E.  A.  Edwards  and  L.  R.  Holsinger  officiating. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Maple  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs.  Fred  Young, 
Mogadore,   Ohio. 

McGee,  Marion  George,  son  of  Perry  and  Mary  McGee,  was 
born  Feb.  29,  1924,  at  White  Cottage,  Ohio,  and  departed  this 
life  July  26,  1941.  Marion  was  a  young  man  of  keen  intellect 
and  a  lover  of  life.  During  his  junior  year  in  high  school  he 
loved  to  participate  in  football  games,  but  in  December  of  1940 
he  developed  a  lump  below  the  knee  of  his  right  limb  which 
hindered  his  playing.  Upon  consulting  his  physician  he  was 
taken  to  the  hospital  for  observation.  Here  they  discovered  a 
bone  infection  which  resulted  in  the  amputation  of  the  limb 
above  the  knee.  Despite  this  handicap  he  was  determined  to 
make  good  and  was  soon  at  home  on  his  crutches,  enjoying  life 
as  best  he  could.  The  infection  soon  spread  upward  to  his  body, 
necessitating  his  return  to  the  hospital,  where  his  physician  said 
nothing  more  could  be  done.  He  suffered  a  great  deal  for  some 
weeks  before  his  death,  but  was  patient  through  it  all.  Several 
days  prior  to  his  death  he  talked  with  his  father  about  their 
accepting  Christ  together,  and  it  was  the  writer's  privilege  to 
receive  the  two  into  church  fellowship  together.  Marion  is  sur- 
vived by  his  parents,  one  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  at  Thompson's  funeral 
home  at  White  Cottage.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Wesley 
cemetery. — J.  D.  Zigler,  White  Cottage,  Ohio. 

Meek,  Louise,  daughter  of  S.  M.  and  Bertha  Quick,  died  Aug. 
21,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  aunt  at  Barren  Ridge.  Although  only 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  she  had  been  a  member  of  the  church 
for  a  number  of  years.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  one 
son,  her  parents,  four  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  the  Barren  Ridge  church  by  Bro.  N.  W. 
Coffman,  assisted  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Truit  of  Waynesboro. — Helen  E. 
Coffman,  Staunton,  Va. 

Michael,  Ab,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  seven  months  and 
twenty-seven  days,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter 
near  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Aug.  28,  1941,  expiring  suddenly  from  a 
heart  attack  after  about  six  months  of  failing  health.  Bro. 
Michael,  the  son  of  George  and  Martha  Kirne  Michael,  was  born 
near  Goshen,  Ind.,  the  third  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  On 
May  28,  1876,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Weber,  who 
passed  on  last  November.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three 
children,  two  living  to  maturity.  Bro.  Michael  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  locality.  He  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Nov.  19,  1891,  and  remained 
faithful.  Surviving  are  one  son,  one  daughter,  nine  grandchil- 
dren, five  great-grandchildren,  two  brothers  and  one  sister.  Serv- 
ices were  held  at  the  Nappanee  Church  of  the  Brethren  with 
Bro.  David  Metzler  officiating,  assisted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D. 
Emmert.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Union  Center  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Floyd  E.  Klaus,  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Minnix,  George  Washington,  son  of  Edgar  and  Emma  Flora 
Minnix,  was  born  Feb.  22,   1908,  in  Franklin  County,  Va.,   and 
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departed  this  life  Sept.  7,  1941,  at  the  Roanoke  city  hospital. 
For  quite  a  long  time  he  had  been  ill,  and  for  two  months  pre- 
vious to  his  death  he  was  unable  to  work.  During  this  time  he 
suffered  severely.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Dec.  24,  1931,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Louise  Meador.  Surviving  are  his  wife,  his 
father,  and  two  sisters,  besides  a  large  number  of  relatives  and 
friends*  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Brethren  J.  B. 
Peters  and  I.  D.  Hoy  in  the  Red  Valley  Methodist  church.  In- 
terment was  made  in  the  family  cemetery. — Sylvia  Flora,  Rocky 
Mount,  Va. 

Musselman,  Hannah  Luella  Hoff,  was  born  Oct.  16,  1873,  and 
departed  this  life  Sept.  16,  1941.  She  was  married  to  Elmer  E. 
Musselman  on  Oct.  3,  1896.  He  passed  away  in  March  1931.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  many  friends.  The  funeral  serv- 
ice was  conducted  by  Brethren  Homer  Hanna  and  E.  S.  Petry. 
She  was  laid  to  rest  beside  her  husband  in  the  Musselman  cem- 
etery near  Camden,  Ind. — Martha  R.  Tobias,  Burnettsville,  Ind. 

Priddy,  Tillman  O.,  was  born  in  Grant  County,  Ind.,  Mar.  24, 
1888,  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Priddy.  He  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Indiana.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  cloth- 
ing business,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  about  twenty- 
five  years.  He  was  married  to  Effie  T.  Tuttle  on  May  11,  1916.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  youth.  The  Priddys 
came  west  in  1928,  first  to  Los  Angeles,  and  later  to  Wenatchee 
Valley,  Wash.  In  the  spring  of  1941  they  moved  to  Oroville, 
Wash.,  where  they  were  residing  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Priddy's 
death.  He  passed  away  on  Sept.  8,  1941,  leaving  to  mourn  his 
passing  his  wife,  four  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices at  the  Jones  and  Jones  funeral  home  at  Wenatchee  were 
in  charge  of  the  undersigned. — Clement  Bontrager,  Tonasket, 
Wash. 

Smith,  Ellen  Piatt,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Lena  Hut- 
chouse  Piatt,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Mar.  29,  1886,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Somerset,  Pa.,  Sept.  11,  1941.  Her  death 
came  very  suddenly  as  a  result  of  a  heart  attack.  On  Aug.  9, 
1882,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Samuel  Smith.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  daughters.  When  she  was  eighteen  years 
of  age  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  Broth- 
ersvalley  congregation,  to  which  she  remained  faithful  until 
death.  She  attended  church  services  regularly  when  health  per- 
mitted. She  was  of  a  loving  disposition  and  had  a  kind  word  for 
her  many  friends  wherever  she  met  them.  Her  presence  will 
be  greatly  missed  in  the  Geiger  church,  where  she  held  her 
membership  for  a  number  of  years,  as  well  as  in  the  community 
where  she  lived,  and  in  her  home.  She  was  a  devoted  mother 
and  a  loving  companion.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  her 
husband,  two  daughters,  one  sister,  one  brother  and  a  host  of 
friends.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  a  daughter,  who  died  in 
1918,  two  sisters  and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Smith  home  on  Sept.  14  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Husband  cemetery  at  Somerset. — 
Wilbert  G.   Beeghly,  Listie,  Pa. 

Snider,  William  K.,  died  Sept.  21,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his 
daughter  in  Marion,  Ohio.  He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  a 
long  time,  and  had  been  bedfast  for  the  last  eight  months.  He 
was  born  near  Somerset  in  Perry  County  on  Nov.  10,  1857,  to 
Israel  Snider  and  Jane  Kissick  Snider.  He  was  married  at 
Thornville,  Ohio,  in  August  of  1882  to  Miss  Mandelia  From,  who 
died  on  Nov.  3,  1927.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Olivet  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Perry  County.  Surviving  with  the  daughter 
are  a  son  and  granddaughter.  The  funeral  was  conducted  at  the 
Olivet  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Brethren  Ora  DeLauter  and 
Quincy  Leckrone.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Somerset  cemetery. — 
Bessie  L.  Snider,  Marion,  Ohio. 

Swartz,  Charles',  was  born  on  July  12,  1862,  to  parents  of 
German  descent.  He  passed  from  this  life  on  Sept.  17,  1941.  He 
was  married  to  Emma  Ramstead  and  to  this  union  was  born 
one  son.  Mr.  Swartz's  wife  passed  away  in  1926,  and  on  Dec. 
24,  1928,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Markley.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
joining  the  Center  congregation.  He  had  been  failing  in  health 
since  a  year  ago  last  July.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  his  son, 
a  stepdaughter,  two  stepsons,  three  grandchildren,  thirteen  step- 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild,  besides  a  host  of  friends 
who  have  learned  to  love  him.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  Clyde  Joseph  with  Bro.  A.  C.  Keim  assisting.  Burial 
was  made  in  the  Bremen  cemetery. — Mrs.  Harry  E.  Rohrer, 
Plymouth,  Ind. 

Weeks,  John  Silas,  was  born  July  13,  1869.  He  was  injured  by 
a  cow,  which  pinned  him  against  a  fence  on  Sept.  14,  and  on 
Sept.  22,  1941,  he  died  in  the  Jefferson  hospital  at  Roanoke,  Va. 
On  Feb.  23,  1893,  he  was  married  to  Sister  Adline  Cannaday,  and 
to  them  three  sons  were  born.  He  leaves  his  wife,  two  sons, 
three  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  by  Bro. 
A.  W.  Hylton,  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Bailey  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Ava   M.  Cannaday,  Willis,  Va. 

Wolf,  Lydia,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catherine  Blickenstaff 
Wolf,  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  July  21,  1861.  She  died 
Sept.  20,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  sister  and  husband,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Shultz.  A  brother  and  sister  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  church  since  she  was  eighteen 
years  of  age.     She  was  very  fond  of  children  and  the  children 


loved  her,  as  well  as  all  who  knew  her.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  English  Prairie  church  by  Brethren  Charles 
Light  and  Carl  Yoder. — Mrs.  Charles  Light,  Howe,  Ind. 
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California 

Glendale,  First. — Pastor  Frantz  and  wife  have  returned  after 
several  weeks'  vacation  near  San  Francisco.  During  their  ab- 
sence Brethren  William  E.  Trostle  and  Marvin  Kensinger  brought 
the  messages.  Our  Sunday-school  and  young  people's  depart- 
ments are  now  quite  crowded  and  we  are  very  much  in  need  of 
more  room.  The  Friendship  class,  which  is  made  up  of  the 
young  people,  is  among  the  most  active  group  in  our  congrega- 
tion. We  now  have  a  nursery  and  during  church  services  a 
practical  nurse  cares  for  the  little  ones.  Under  the  able  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  Frances  Craemer,  chorister  and  choir  leader,  a  large 
choir  is  being  organized  and  promises  much  for  the  season.  Ele- 
anor Simmons,  pianist,  is  a  very  efficient  assistant  in  this  work. 
Once  a  month,  after  quilting  at  the  church  in  the  forenoon,  the 
missionary  society  meets  in  the  afternoon  at  the  homes  of  folks 
who  are  not  members  or  who  cannot  attend  church  regularly. 
On  Sept.  18  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  were  chosen.  Bro. 
H.  A.  Frantz  was  elected  elder,  and  Elmer  Flory  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Our  delegates  to  Annual  Conference  were  Wil- 
liam E.  Trostle  and  Marvin  Kensinger;  delegates  to  the  district 
conference  were  Elmer  Flory  and  Niel  McKinnon.  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Frantz  and  Mrs.  Florence  Stutsman  represented  the  women's 
work.  We  were  glad  to  have  Brethren  W.  E.  Neher  and  P.  F. 
Fesler  with  us  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  21.  They  spoke  a  few 
words  of  encouragement  to  us.  Lowell  McCann,  one  of  our 
loyal  young  men,  has  gone  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Dec.  7  at  4  pm.— Mrs.  Lulu  Terford, 
Glendale,  Calif.,  Sept.  26. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  10  and  elected 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Fred  A.  Flora  was  elected 
elder  and  Bro.  Rush  Quesinberry  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
Bro.  L.  C.  Hosfeldt,  who  has  served  as  church  clerk  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  was  re-elected.  The  women's  work  has  planned  a 
big  year  ahead  with  many  activities.  At  the  present  time  the 
ladies'  aid  is  concentrating  on  sewing  for  the  Civilian  Service 
camps,  along  with  their  regular  work.  Our  communion  service 
will  be  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Nov.  16,  at  4:00  p.  m. — Mrs. 
Paul  C.  Hosfeldt,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Sept.  30. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — Our  Chinese  mission,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Sister  Margaret  Early  and  Brother  Orcutt,  is  progress- 
ing very  well;  there  have  been  thirty-one  converts  during  the 
past  eighteen  months.  It  is  our  prayer  that  these  two  leaders 
continue  their  good  work  and  with  our  prayers  and  financial 
aid  be  able  to  bring  many  to  know  and  accept  Jesus  Christ. — 
Hilda  Quesinberry,  Alhambra,  Calif.,  Sept.  24. 

Waierford. — During  the  summer  months  when  everyone  was 
very  busy  our  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance  held  up> 
exceedingly  well,  being  considerably  in  advance  of  that  of  last 
year.  The  ladies'  aid  society  and  the  men's  work  group  have 
resumed  their  regular  meetings  with  the  prospect  of  increased 
attendance  and  interest.  At  our  recent  quarterly  council  meet- 
ing Bro.  F.  E.  Miller  was  re-elected  our  elder,  and  Bro.  Ellis  Mar- 
tin was  chosen  our  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Three  have 
recently  been  added  to  our  number  by  letter;  others  will  be 
soon.  We  are  now  organizing  and  laying  the  ground  work  for  an 
intensified  church  program  of  music,  Bible  instruction  and  evan- 
gelism during  the  coming  year.  Our  next  love  feast  will  be 
held  early  in  November  and  our  next  series  of  evangelistic  serv- 
ices in  February  of  next  year. — Mollie  Bock,  Waterford,  Calif., 
Sept.  22. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — Beginning  on  Oct.  5  we  change  the  time  for  our 
Sunday  evening  service  from  7:30  to  7:00  p.  m.  On  Sept.  11  the 
ladies'  aid  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Reta  Chaney  and  quilted. 
Officers  were  elected  at  this  meeting.  Mrs.  Chaney  was  elected 
president.  Our  treasurer  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $40.60 
besides  $50  we  had  pledged  for  painting  the  exterior  of  our 
church.  On  Sept.  25  the  aid  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Elsie 
Faules,  with  Mrs.  Jennie  Dekker  as  hostess.  This  was  our  regu- 
lar missionary  meeting,  so  an  appropriate  program  was  carried 
out,  including  the  opening  of  our  mite  boxes.  We  are  glad  to 
note  an  increase  in  our  attendance,  and  also  that  new  window 
curtains  have  been  put  up  in  our  church  basement  recently. 
On  Sept.  28  a  petition  was  circulated  by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  asking 
for  government  protection  from  commercialized  vice  for  our 
boys  in  camp.  About  eight  of  our  third -year  primary  children, 
being  promoted  to  the  first-year  junior  department,  were  pre- 
sented with  new  Bibles  from  the  Sunday  school  on  Sept.  28.  Our 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  party  and  election  of  officers  at  the  Gebhard 
home  on  Sept.  12.  Geraldine  Gebhard  was  elected  president  and 
Bro.  E.  F.  Weaver  was  re-elected  adult  adviser.  On  Sept.  19 
the  young  people  were  entertained  at  the  O.  A.  Burton  home. — 
Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun,  Colo.,  Oct.  1. 

Idaho 

Boise  Valley. — Our  church  held  its  regular  council  meeting  on 
Sept.  18.  Bro.  Austin  Eiler,  our  pastor,  called  the  meeting  to 
order.    Bro.  H.  G.  Shank  of  Nampa  was  chosen  presiding  elder 
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and  Bro.  Russell  Brockus  Sunday-school  superintendent.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  repairing  and  remodeling 
the  church.  We  need  more  Sunday-school  rooms.  We  are 
missing  Bro.  David  Betts  from  his  accustomed  place  in  Sunday 
school  and  church.  He  has  gone  east  to  be  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Hugh  Garner.  June  Brockus  has  returned  to  McPherson 
College  and  Opal  Lee  Betts  and  Betty  Backer  have  gone  to  Lew- 
iston,  Idaho,  to  attend  the  teacher's  college.  We  miss  them  all. 
Bro.  Roy  Parker  made  an  extended  visit  in  the  East  in  the  late 
summer,  but  is  with  us  again.  Sister  Margaret  Brown  and  her 
father  were  in  the  East  for  some  time  but  have  returned  and  she 
is  helping,  as  are  a  number  of  our  ladies,  to  start  the  charity 
sewing  which  we  always  do  at  this  time  of  year.  We  expect  to 
have  our  fall  feast  in  October;  the  date  will  be  set  later. — Clara 
G.   Carlson,   Meridian,   Idaho,   Sept.  24. 

Twin  Falls. — In  July  Brother  and  Sister  Leland  Brubaker  and 
Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis  visited  our  church;  everybody  enjoyed  the 
program  they  presented.  On  Aug.  14  members  and  friends  of 
the  ladies'  aid  and  junior  women's  guild  sponsored  a  cooked  food 
sale;  the  entire  proceeds  of  $8  were  sent  to  Camp  Stover  to  help 
pay  for  the  new  building  there.  With  the  splendid  co-operation 
of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  church,  the  junior  women's 
guild  has  purchased  a  new  Holland  furnace  for  the  parsonage. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  busy  quilting  these  past  few  months.  On 
Aug.  17  a  basket  dinner  and  farewell  program  were  given  in 
honor  of  Bro.  A.  C.  Miller  and  family.  Twin  bedspreads  were 
presented  to  Brother  and  Sister  Miller.  A  few  days  preceding 
this  the  Berean  class  gave  them  a  beautiful  lace  tablecloth  as  a 
token  of  appreciation  for  his  service  as  their  teacher.  Seven- 
teen were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  during  his  two  years' 
stay  here;  also  a  few  have  been  added  by  letter.  On  Aug.  19 
Bro.  Miller  and  family  left  Twin  Falls  for  Pennsylvania,  their 
former  home.  Bro.  E.  L.  Ikenberry  and  family  arrived  in  our 
midst  on  Sept.  1.  They  were  house  guests  at  the  F.  G.  Edwards 
home  while  work  was  being  done  on  the  parsonage.  The  quar- 
terly council  meeting  was  held  at  the  church  on  Sept.  12  for 
election  of  Sunday-school  and  church  officers.  Bro.  E.  L.  Iken- 
berry was  elected  elder  and  F.  G.  Edwards  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. A  reception  and  food  shower  is  planned  for  the  Iken- 
berry family  on  Sept.  26.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  reorganized  and  is 
meeting  regularly  with  a  good  attendance  under  the  leadership 
of  Miss  Judy  Shepherd.  Our  church  is  looking  forward  to  hav- 
ing the  Thanksgiving  meeting.  The  men's  and  boys'  organiza- 
tion is  meeting  regularly  and  doing  some  very  fine  work.  Re- 
cently they  had  a  banquet  with  a  large  attendance. — Irene  Mel- 
ton, Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  Sept.  25. 

Illinois 

Allison  Prairie.— At  the  quarterly  council  held  on  Sept.  27  Bro. 
D.  C.  Ritchey  was  chosen  elder  for  another  year.  Bro.  Adam 
Jellison  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  reorganized  with  Ralph  Benson  as  president.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  18  at  7:30  p.  m.  Bro.  G.  G.  Canfield 
will  conduct  a  revival  meeting  at  this  place  in  August  1942. — 
Viola  Frye,  Lawrenceville,  111.,  Sept.  29. 

Bethel.— At  our  quarterly  council  on  July  22  we  elected  our 
Sunday-school  officers,  who  will  take  office  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  October.  Ralph  Flory  was  elected  superintendent.  On  Aug. 
8,  one  hundred  forty  of  our  members  met  at  the  L.  W.  Steck 
home  to  bid  farewell  to  our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister 
S.  Earl  Mitchell.  A  varied  program  was  given,  after  which  our 
elder,  Bro.  J.  Clyde  Forney,  presented  them  with  a  purse  as  a 
token  of  our  appreciation.  Refreshments  climaxed  the  evening's 
entertainment.  The  women  of  the  church  reorganized  at  their 
Sept.  4  meeting.  Our  president  is  Dora  Shiftier  and  our  aid  di- 
rector is  Mina  Burson.  We  had  a  reception  for  our  new  pastor 
and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  Galen  B.  Ogden,  on  Sept.  9  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  Barkdoll.  A  program  was 
given,  and  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  On  Sept.  21  we  gave 
special  recognition  to  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  Dr.  Jesse  H. 
Ziegler,  one  of  the  professors  at  the  seminary,  gave  the  morning 
message  and  Bro.  Charles  H.  Nettleton  favored  us  with  two  solos. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Sally  Good  and  Ralph 
Flory.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  a  well-attended  banquet  on  Sept.  26 
at  the  Paul  Shiftier  home.  Brethren  Paul  Miller  and  J.  Clyde 
Forney  were  guest  speakers.  We  had  our  installation  of  Sun- 
day-school teachers  and  officers  on  Sept.  28.  The  men  have  un- 
dertaken the  task  of  remodeling  our  church  basement.  From 
seven  to  ten  men  meet  every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
evenings  to  work.  The  ladies  take  turns  in  serving  them  lunch 
each  evening.  Our  next  quarterly  council  will  be  on  Oct.  8,  at 
which  time  our  church  officers  will  be  elected. — Mrs.  R.  M.  Flory, 
Naperville,    111.,    Sept.    30. 

Douglas  Park.— While  our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  White,  and  family 
were  at  the  Polo  district  conference,  Bro.  Arthur  Baldwin  of 
Bethany  Seminary  filled  the  pulpit  lor  the  morning  services,  and 
Brother  and  Sister  Rasmussen  gave  a  splendid  musical  program 
at  the  night  service.  Our  church  was  well  represented  at  the 
conference.  Our  delegate,  Bro.  Emmett  Corn,  gave  a  very  fine 
report  of  the  conference  on  Sept.  7.  The  ladies'  aid  held  their 
annual  election  on  Sept.  11.  Sister  Holly  was  elected  as  presi- 
dent. We  met  at  our  regular  council  meeting  on  Sept.  17.  The 
election  of  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  was  held.  Bro. 
W.  W.  Slabaugh  will  continue  as  our  elder  and  Bro.  Fred  Leslie 
will  again  serve  as  our  church  treasurer  and  also  superintendent 
of    our    Sunday   school.     Brethren    Miller    and    Ezra    Wise   were 


elected  deacons  and  will  be  installed  at  an  early  date.  Sister 
Wise  is  back  with  us  again  after  an  extended  illness;  we  are  all 
glad  to  have  her  back.  The  teachers  of  our  Sunday  school  met 
on  Sept.  21  and  made  plans  for  promotion  day.  The  ladies'  aid 
met  with  the  Bethany  hospital  group  on  Sept.  25.  Sept.  26  is 
to  be  family  night  at  our  church.  A  potluck  supper  is  to  be 
served  and  a  short  program  will  follow.  Our  home-coming  and 
rally  day  will  be  held  on  Oct.  12.  Our  pastor  sends  a  warm  invi- 
tation to  all  former  members  and  friends.  Our  church  is  look- 
ing forward  to  a  well-planned  and  fruitful  year. — Berniece 
Pfolsgrof,   Chicago,   111.,   Sept.   24. 

Franklin  Grove. — In  July  we  had  an  all-church  social  and  a 
vesper  service  on  the  parsonage  lawn.  Our  Sunday-school  pic- 
nic at  Lowell  Park  was  well  attended.  In  August  four  of  the 
intermediate  girls  attended  Camp  Mack.  Many  of  our  members 
attended  district  meeting  at  Polo.  The  men's  work  organization 
has  purchased  an  electric  refrigerator  for  the  parsonage.  On 
Sept.  6  the  church  business  meeting  was  held.  Bro.  O.  D.  Buck 
was  elected  elder  and  L.  L.  Group  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
On  Sept.  28  a  short  installation  service  was  conducted  by  the 
pastor  for  the  Sunday-school  and  church  officers.  Rally  day  is 
Oct.  5;  the  committee  is  planning  a  program  for  that  service. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  revival  meeting  beginning  Nov.  9 
with  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  as  the  evangelist. — Nina  Pfoutz,  Frank- 
lin Grove,  111.,  Sept.  29. 

Hickory  Grove. — A  two-week  revival  meeting  will  begin  here 
on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  5,  with  Brother  and  Sister  Burton  of 
Lena,  111.,  acting  as  evangelists.  On  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  18, 
our  love  feast  will  be  observed  and  on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  19, 
Bro.  Burton  will  preach  the  closing  sermon  of  the  series  of 
meetings.  The  annual  home-coming  dinner  will  be  served  by  the 
ladies  of  the  church  at  noon  on  Oct.  19  in  the  basement  of  the 
church.  It  will  be  cafeteria  style  and  sold  at  a  reasonable  price. 
In  the  afternoon  Bro.  J.  E.' Miller  of  Elgin  will  preach  the  home- 
coming sermon.  The  members  of  the  church  who  live  within 
driving  distance  are  requested  to  attend  as  many  of  these  serv- 
ices as  possible. — Elizabeth  Crouse,  Savanna,  111.,  Sept.  29. 

Mt.  Morris. — The  work  of  our  church  is  moving  along  very 
nicely  with  an  active  group  of  young  people  meeting  at  the 
homes  every  Sunday  evening  before  regular  preaching  services 
at  7:30.  Bro.  E.  R.  Henricks  is  our  elder  and  Bro.  Foster  B. 
Statler  our  pastor.  Through  the  years  of  Bro.  Statler's  labors 
here  many  have  been  added  to  the  church.  Our  church  build- 
ing has  just  been  redecorated,  with  an  outlay  of  $1,700.  Rally 
day  was  observed  on  Sept.  28.  The  children's  department  is  well 
taken  care  of  in  the  basement  of  the  church,  by  an  efficient  group 
of  teachers.  Both  the  senior  and  junior  choirs  are  doing  excel- 
lent work.  The  Mt.  Morris  Council  of  Churches  is  sponsoring  a 
leadership  training  school  to  be  held  at  the  Methodist  church 
beginning  Oct.  8  and  continuing  for  six  weeks,  with  one  session 
each  week.  Our  elder  is  superintendent  of  the  training  school. 
The  regular  church  school  with  M.  H.  Deihl  as  superintendent  is 
growing  in  interest.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  communion 
service  which  will  be  held  on  Nov.  2. — Mrs.  H.  A.  Hoff,  Mt.  Mor- 
ris, 111.,  Oct.  1. 

Polo. — The  work  here  is  progressing  under  the  leadership  of 
our  new  pastor,  Bro.  M.  E.  Clingenpeel,  who  came  here  Sept.  1 
from  Boone  Mill,  Va.  A  reception  for  Brother  and  Sister  Cling- 
enpeel and  family  was  held  in  the  church  basement  on  Sept.  12. 
Bro.  O.  D.  Buck  of  Franklin  Grove  conducted  the  installation 
service  for  them  on  Sept.  7.  After  four  years  of  service  here 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  Jesse  Baker  moved  on  Sept.  2  to  Muncie, 
Ind.  They  were  given  a  farewell  party  on  Aug.  19  at  the  church. 
We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  25  and  elected  Bro.  C.  W.  Stauffer 
elder.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin  gave  an  inspiring  sermon 
on  Aug.  17.  The  Friendship  Circle  has  elected  for  its  president 
Mrs.  Paul  Wisner.  The  official  board  has  appointed  Mrs.  Price 
Heckman  as  music  director.  Helen  Hanna  is  the  new  president 
of  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the  adult  adviser  is  Bro.  Clingenpeel.  A  re- 
quest program  of  favorite  hymns,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Mildred  Witmer,  was  given  on  Sept.  28.  Bro.  R.  O.  Blough  is 
our  new  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Promotion  exercises 
were  held  on  Sept.  28.  Our  church  entertained  the  district 
meeting  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Aug.  30 — Sept.  1. 
Large  crowds  attended  all  sessions.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on  Sunday  evening.  Oct.  18,  at  seven  o'clock. — Hazel  Krum,  Polo, 
111.,   Oct.    1. 

Springfield. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  T.  Lehman,  represented  our 
church  at  Annual  Conference.  Ten  intermediates  were  enrolled 
from  here  in  the  intermediate  camp  at  Decatur.  Our  pastor 
directed  the  young  people's  camp  at  Lewiston.  Our  second  year 
under  the  unified  church  financial  system  has  just  closed,  .with 
the  budget  more  than  raised,  leaving  a  surplus  for  repair  work. 
One  hundred  ninety  were  in  attendance  at  Sunday  school  on  en- 
listment Sunday  and  140  enlistment  cards  have  been  returned 
for  the  new  financial  year,  with  the  enlarged  budget  already  un- 
derwritten. On  Sept.  28  we  resumed  our  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices with  our  fourth  annual  candlelighting  service.  We  dis- 
missed during  the  summer  months  for  union  services.  Our  new 
year  began  on  Oct.  1  with  Pastor  Lehman  as  elder  and  Beulah 
Filbrun  as  Sunday-school  superintendent. — Gladys  L.  Hollis, 
Springfield,    111.,    Oct.    1. 

Indiana 

Cedar  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  8  with  our 
pastor,   Bro.   J.   S.   Flory,   presiding.     Church   and   Sunday-school 
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officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  On  Sunday,  Sept.  14, 
Rev.  C.  L.  Griffith  of  the  Indianapolis  Anti-Saloon  League  de- 
livered a  worth-while  message  about  the  curse  of  liquor.  On 
Sept.  26  at  7:30  p.  m.  we  will  hold  our  annual  harvest  festival 
and  auction.  Proceeds  will  go  for  local  and  foreign  work.  Last 
week  our  aid  society  met  and  gave  the  church  its  usual  fall 
cleaning.  We  will  hold  our  fall  love  feast  on  Nov.  9  at  7:30 
p.  m.  Since  summer  vacations  are  over  our  attendance  is  grow- 
ing. Br'o.  Flory  and  family  are  working  very  hard  for  the 
growth  of  the  church. — Mrs.  Lawrence  Smith,  Garrett,  Ind., 
Sept.    20. 

English  Prairie. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  26  to  elect  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year.  Mark  Agley  was  re-elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  Bro.  Charles  Light  elder.  Our  com- 
munion will  be  on  Oct.  18  at  7:00  p.  m.  We  welcome  any  who 
can  be  with  us  for  this  service.  Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  was  with  us 
for  our  harvest  service  on  Aug.  10.  He  gave  us  two  inspiring 
messages.  Brother  and  Sister  Cecil  Morningstar  were  received 
into  our  congregation  by  letter  recently.  We  decided  to  elect  two 
deacons  at  our  next  council  meeting.  We  also  decided  to  in- 
stall a  new  furnace  in  the  near  future.  We  greatly  appreciated 
the  efforts  of  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  in  their  evangel- 
istic meetings.  Our  aid  society  has  been  canning  for  Camp 
Lagro.  Bro.  John  Shultz  and  wife  gave  several  bushels  of 
peaches,  Ford  Aldrich  and  wife  gave  tomatoes,  and  a  brother 
gave  money  to  buy  cans  and  sugar.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
our  meeting  with  the  district  women's  work  cabinet  on  Oct.  8. 
We  are  expecting  Sister  Velma  Ober  to  be  with  us  in  the  near 
future.— Mrs.  Charles  Light,  Howe,  Ind.,  Sept.  29. 

Fort  Wayne. — The  past  summer  has  been  a  very  busy  one. 
The  Christian  Workers,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  junior  church  league 
closed  for  the  summer  months.  Our  church  annex  is  now  prac- 
tically enclosed.  The  lighting  and  plumbing  are  yet  to  be  in- 
stalled. We  are  installing  a  stoker  and  a  larger  fan  system  for 
heating  the  increased  space.  We  received  a  donation  in  the  form 
of  two  truckloads  of  rock  wool  insulating  which  now  protects 
all  the  original  part  of  the  church.  Our  men  have  been  com- 
ing to  the  church  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  to  work  on 
the  building.  Our  Wednesday  evening  Bible  study  has  contin- 
ued throughout  the  year  and  is  proceeding  according  to  sched- 
ule. Our  financial  program  has  moved  along  very  satisfactorily. 
Our  attendance  and  offering  in  the  summer  have  not  experienced 
the  usual  summer  slump.  Brother  and  Sister  Wright  were  our 
delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Camp  Mack.  Several  of  our 
juniors,  intermediates  and  young  people  attended  Camp  Mack 
during  the  past  summer.  W.  Eldo  Miller  and  Robert  Wenger 
began  their  services  at  Camp  Kane  on  Aug.  15.  At  our  last 
council  Bro.  Arthur  Barrett  was  chosen  as  our  church  historian. 
We  received  at  a  previous  council  a  well-written  history  of  the 
Fort  Wayne  church  written  by  Eld.  Jacob  Ahner  and  Bro.  F.  P. 
Coldesser.  Our  annual  election  was  held  at  the  close  of  the 
morning  services  on  Sept.  7.  Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver  of  North  Man- 
chester was  re-elected  elder  and  Carl  Nobles  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  The  installation  of  officers  was  held  on  Sept.  28. 
Our  rally  day  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  5.  On  Sept.  7  our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
was  host  to  section  six  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  Northern  Indiana. 
Sister  Velma  Ober,  a  returned  missionary  to  China,  spoke  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon.  After  the  evening  meal  was  served  Miss 
Miriam  Weybright  presented  colored  slides  of  her  trip  to  the 
La  Verne  Conference  and  Mexico.  Our  Sunday-school  outing 
was  held  at  the  Worthman  cabin.  A  fine  program  had  been  pre- 
pared by  our  superintendent  and  his  helpers.  A  basket  dinner 
was  enjoyed  at  noon.  On  Sept.  15  the  Amicus  club  had  their 
annual  banquet  at  the  Miller  tearoom.  The  speaker  for  the 
evening  was  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Keegan.  At  our  last  council  it 
was  voted  to  inaugurate  our  first  one  hundred  per  cent  Mes- 
senger club.  The  church  treasurer  will  care  for  this  and  any 
who  wish  to  pay  for  their  personal  subscriptions  may  do  so. — 
Marie  Valentine,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Sept.  28. 

Four  Mile. — On  Sept.  21  we  enjoyed  another  home-coming. 
This  is  an  annual  event  in  the  history  of  our  church.  This  year's 
home-coming  will  hold  a  special  place  in  our  memory  because  we 
had  as  our  speaker  Bro.  Otho  Winger.  For  the  morning  sermon 
he  took  his  text  from  Leviticus.  At  noon  we  enjoyed  a  co- 
operative dinner  served  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  Winger  spoke  concerning  membership  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  His  text  was  Matthew  6:33.  Special  num- 
bers in  music  were  enjoyed  in  both  the  morning  and  afternoon. 
On  Sept.  28  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz 
conduct  our  morning  worship  and  tell  us  of  their  experiences 
after  the  Zamzam  was  sunk.  Oct.  3  is  our  church  night.  This 
is  the  time  for  the  election  of  new  officers  for  the  coming  year. — 
Mildred  Brower,  Liberty,   Ind.,  Sept.   29. 

Goshen. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  26.  Church 
officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Our  harvest  meeting 
was  held  on  Sept.  14.  The  speakers  were  Brethren  Lee  Cory  of 
Milford,  Ind.,  and  Dan  West.  We  had  a  splendid  meeting. — 
Mrs.  Russell  Stutsman,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Sept.  28. 

La  Porle.— Our  missionary  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  23,  and 
Sister  Grace  Rensberger  was  re-elected  president.  Some  re- 
ported visits  they  had  made  in  homes.  We  will  have  our  service 
in  a  home  on  Sept.  30.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  25  at 
7:30  p.  m.  The  two  Sunday-school  classes  had  a  picnic  after 
church  on  Aug.  24  at  the  park.  The  women's  cabinet  of  North- 
ern Indiana  met  with   our  aid  society  on  Sept.  24.     On  Aug.  24 


four  girls  were  baptized  at  the  lake.  Our  harvest  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  14  with  an  all-day  meeting  and  basket  dinner  at 
the  church.  Bro.  William  Loucks  from  Bremen,  Ind.,  preached 
in  both  the  forenoon  and  afternoon.  Bro.  John  Metzler  from 
Bourbon,  Ind.,  visited  our  church  service  on  Aug.  21.  Quite  a 
few  from  here  attended  the  Sunday-school  meeting  at  North  Lib- 
erty on  Sept.  21.  Our  revival  meeting  will  not  start  on  Oct.  5 
as  was  planned,  because  of  sickness. — Mrs.  Nathan  Cross,  La 
Porte,   Ind.,   Sept.   27. 

Maryland 

Manor. — At  a  business  meeting  held  at  the  Sharpsburg  church 
on  Sept.  3  we  selected  Oct.  4  at  4:00  p.  m.  as  the  date  for  the 
communion  service  at  the  Manor  church,  and  Nov.  16  at  6:00 
p.  m.  as  the  date  for  the  communion  service  at  Sharpsburg. 
On  Aug.  24  we  held  our  harvest  home  meeting  at  this  place.  Bro. 
T.  Rodney  Coffman  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  was  the  guest  speaker  in 
the  morning.  It  was  his  first  trip  back  to  the  home  church  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Many  of  his  former  friends  and 
acquaintances  were  present  to  meet  and  greet  him  and  his  fam- 
ily once  again  and  to  enjoy  his  most  interesting  and  inspiring 
message.  Basket  lunch  was  served  on  the  church  lawn  at  the 
noon  hour,  which  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  The  afternoon 
program  consisted  of  recitations,  a  story,  group  and  congrega- 
tional singing.  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller  of  Brownsville,  Md.,  was  the 
guest  speaker  at  this  session.  Brethren  Harry  Rowland,  John 
Bowlus  and  Walter  Thomas  were  present  and  gave  reminiscent 
talks.  A  large  audience  was  present  throughout  the  day  to  enjoy 
this  season  of  worship  and  fellowship  with  former  friends.  At 
the  afternoon  session  a  new  pulpit  and  two  flower  stands  made 
by  Jesse  Miller,  a  former  attendant  of  the  church,  and  donated 
by  his  parents,  Brother  and  Sister  D.  Frank  Miller,  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  church.  The  offerings  of  the  day  were  given  for 
home  missions.  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller  conducted  evangelistic  serv- 
ices at  the  Downsville  church  Aug.  10-24.  His  sermons  were 
inspirational  and  instructive  and  the  evening  messages  to  the 
children  were  timely  and  educational.  As  a  result  of  these 
meetings  eleven  confessed  Christ  as  their  Savior  and  have  been 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  In  the  latter  part  of 
June  the  Cheerful  Workers  Sunday-school  class  presented  a 
play.  The  Alabaster  Cruse,  which  was  enjoyed  by  an  attentive 
audience.  The  offering  received  at  this  time  was  given  for  relief 
work.  The  members  at  this  place  have  donated  a  truckload  of 
potatoes  which  will  be  delivered  to  the  boys  at  Camp  Kane  in 
the  near  future.  Aug.  31  was  the  scene  of  a  sad  occasion  when 
friends  and  relatives  gathered  at  this  place  to  pay  their  last 
tribute  of  respect  to  our  dear  brother  and  former  elder  of  this 
church,  D.  Victor  Long,  whose  funeral  rites  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  I.  S.  Long.— Naomi  H.  Coffman,  Fairplay,  Md.,  Sept.  22. 

Michigan 

Flint. — Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Taylor  have  returned  to  take 
up  the  work  of  the  church  again.  We  enjoyed  having  Brother 
and  Sister  Elmer  Dadisman  with  us  during  the  summer  months. 
Before  they  left  for  their  school  work  at  Bethany  we  gathered 
for  a  social  meeting  and  enjoyed  a  hymn  sing  and  refreshments 
together.  Sisters  Marjorie  and  Mabel  Young,  our  delegates  to 
district  meeting,  gave  us  splendid  reports  of  the  meeting.  At 
our  quarterly  council  meeting  Sunday-school  officers  for  the 
coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Wilbur  Shepherd  was  elected 
superintendent.  The  ladies'  aid  met  to  can  donated  fruits  and 
vegetables  to  send  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  near 
Manistee.  The  men's  group  are  planning  a  father  and  son  ban- 
quet to  be  held  Oct.  18.  Our  fall  communion  service  is  to  be  on 
the  Sunday  evening  preceding  Thanksgiving  Day. — Mrs.  Ernest 
Leckrone,   Davison,   Mich.,   Sept.   24. 

Florence. — On  July  27  Bro.  Russel  Stout  of  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
preached  for  us,  and  Bro.  George  Sherck  filled  the  pulpit  at 
Buchanan,  Mich.  Aug.  12,  13  a  group  from  the  church  attended 
the  district  convention  at  Camp  Mack.  On  Aug.  24  we  held  our 
harvest  meeting.  Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Auburn,  Ind.,  gave  us 
an  inspiring  sermon  in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon.  A 
potluck  dinner  was  served  at  noon  under  a  large  oak  tree  that 
stands  in  the  yard.  On  Aug.  28  the  aid  society  met  with  Sister 
Lillian  Reed.  We  did  some  canning  for  Bethany  Hospital  and 
also  some  work  for  the  hostess.  On  the  evening  of  Aug.  28  the 
Jubilant  Trio,  former  students  of  the  Moody  Bible  Institute, 
gave  us  a  splendid  program  in  songs  and  testimonies.  On  Aug. 
29  the  church  met  in  regular  council  with  Bro.  Sherck  presid- 
ing. Officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Sherck 
was  re-elected  elder,  and  Harry  Oxender  was  chosen  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  On  Sept.  4  our  church  entertained  the 
ministers  and  their  families  of  the  fifth  district  with  supper  and 
a  fellowship  meeting.  Bro.  Dan  West,  the  principal  speaker, 
talked  on  economics.  On  Sept.  6,  7  John  Metzler  of  Bourbon, 
Ind.,  entertained  us  with  pictures  of  all  the  churches  of  North- 
ern Indiana  and  told  of  the  work  of  each.  Our  two  weeks'  re- 
vival will  begin  in  the  last  week  of  October  with  Bro.  Adam  Mil- 
ler of  Ohio  as  our  evangelist.  Our  communion  will  follow  the 
revival. — May    Myers,    Constantine,    Mich.,    Sept.    20. 

Lansing. — On  June  18  our  mixed  chorus  co-operated  with  the 
Battle  Creek  and  Woodland  churches  in  presenting  the  dramatic 
cantata,  Esther,  at  the  Woodland  high  school.  The  vacation 
Bible  School  held  July  28 — Aug.  8  emphasized  world  friend- 
ship through  Bible  and  missionary  stories  and  songs.  Our 
church  will  long  remember  the  excellent  choral  program  given 
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on  Aug.  10  by  the  Chicago  Brethren  singers  under  the  direction 
of  David  Gieman  Young.  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Young 
served  as  our  delegates  at  district  meeting,  which  was  held  at 
Marilla.  On  Sept.  1  Bro.  Walter  Young  began  the  year  as  our 
full-time  pastor.  He  has  served  as  our  part-time  pastor  for 
three  years  while  attending  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  He 
graduated  in  June  and  with  his  family  moved  to  Lansing.  We 
miss  the  presence  of  Bro.  Elmer  Stocker,  who  has  passed  on  to 
his  reward.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  furnished  two  kits  for  the 
Marilla  camp.  Our  harvest  home  meeting  will  be  held  Sunday, 
Oct.  19.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  included.  We  held  our  council 
on  Sept.  6.  Bro.  Hiram  Peters  was  elected  elder,  and  Bro.  Earl 
Cheal  Sunday-school  superintendent.  On  Sept.  21  an  installa- 
tion service  was  held  for  Pastor  Young.  Bro.  Sam  Bollinger 
gave  an  inspiring  message  and  Bro.  J.  F.  Sherrick  conducted 
the  installation  service.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  starting  with  good 
attendance  this  fall.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  Bible  insti- 
tute which  will  be  held  at  the  Woodland  church  Oct.  10-12.— 
Mrs.  Milton  King,  Dimondale,  Mich.,  Sept.  23. 

Minnesota 

Worthlngton.— We  have  set  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  12,  for  our 
communion  services.  Our  church  was  well  represented  at  our 
district  conference  which  was  held  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  Aug.  22- 
25.  Delegates  from  the  church  were  Mrs.  Ira  Strohm  and  Laura 
Rogers.  Our  ladies'  aid  was  represented  at  the  women's  work 
meeting  by  Mrs.  Walter  Strom  and  Mrs.  Ernest  Edstrom;  all 
brought  back  very  good  reports.  We  also  enjoyed  an  interest- 
ing report  recently  of  the  Annual  Conference,  given  by  Mrs. 
Dale  Slocum,  who  moved  to  California  last  spring  and  came 
back  to  spend  several  weeks  with  her  parents  in  Worthington. 
On  Aug.  2,  3  Sister  Eliza  Miller  visited  our  church  and  her  talks 
were  enjoyed  very  much.  Our  quarterly  business  meeting  was 
held  on  Aug.  26.  Officers  were  elected  at  this  meeting  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school.  Bro.  J.  Schechter  was  elected  elder 
and  pastor,  and  H.  I.  Metz  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our 
ladies'  aid  closed  their  year's  work  at  this  time  also.  They  have 
carried  on  their  part  of  the  church  work  in  a  splendid  way,  pay- 
ing the  national  and  district  project  and  helping  with  numerous 
activities  in  our  local  church.  This  past  spring  and  summer  we 
have  been  doing  Red  Cross  work  at  our  regular  meetings,  which 
are  held  on  Thursday  afternoon  every  two  weeks.  Mrs.  Alberta 
Roetman  was  elected  president  of  the  aid.  We  are  looking  for- 
ward to  entertaining  the  regional  women's  meeting  of  our  dis- 
trict at  our  church  on  Friday,  Sept.  26. — Mrs.  H.  H.  Hauenstein. 
Reading,  Minn.,  Sept.  23. 

Missouri 

Bethel. — We  met  in  business  session  on  Sept.  1  with  Bro.  J.  A. 
"Wyatt  as  moderator.  The  aid  society  gave  a  good  report  for  the 
year.  Bro.  Wyatt  was  re-elected  elder,  and  Sister  Clarence 
Norman  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  also  formed  a 
church  board.  District  meeting  delegates  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Wyatt.  Our  church  services  have  been  fairly  good  dur- 
ing the  summer. — Mrs.  J.  L.  Marti,  Mound  City,  Mo.,  Sept.  18. 

Deepwaler. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  21 
following  a  basket  dinner  at  the  noon  hour.  Bro.  W.  R.  Arga- 
hright  brought  the  morning  message  and  our  elder,  Bro.  James 
M.  Mohler,  presided  at  our  council.  New  Sunday-school  officers 
-were  elected.  Brethren  Fred  Adkins  and  W.  R.  Argabright  were 
■elected  delegates  to  district  meeting.  Brother  and  Sister  Arga- 
oright  moved  into  our  midst  last  May  and  he  became  our  pastor, 
filling  the  vacancy  made  by  the  resigning  of  Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin. 
We  take  an  offering  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  for  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  at  work  again 
after  not  convening  during  the  summer  months.  We  are  con- 
templating a  series  of  revival  meetings  soon. — Mrs.  Joe  R. 
Dunning,  Deepwater,  Mo.,  Sept.  22. 

South  St.  Joseph. — Our  revival  meeting  began  Sept.  1,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  A.  W.  Adkins  of  Cabool,  Mo.,  assisted  by  his  wife, 
and  closed  the  evening  of  Sept.  21.  The  meetings  were  followed 
with  a  communion  on  Monday,  the  next  day.  As  a  result,  eleven 
were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  The  church  has  been  built  up 
by  this  new  help.  Brother  and  Sister  Adkins  gave  us  good  serv- 
ice; they  visited  in  many  homes.  We  can  recommend  him  to 
any  of  our  churches  as  one  sound  in  the  faith  and  the  doctrine  of 
the  church.  He  will  possibly  be  prepared  to  take  meetings  after 
April  of  next  year.  Preliminary  to  his  sermons  his  wife  would 
hold  a  meeting  in  another  room  with  the  children  while  he 
would  speak  on  the  special  teachings  of  the  Bible  as  the  church 
understands  them.  Two  were  anointed  during  the  meeting. — 
E.  N.  Huffman,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Sept.  25. 

Warrensbuig. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  with  Bro.  James 
M.  Mohler  in  charge  on  Sept.  18.  Officers  for  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Mohler 
was  retained  as  elder.  Two  delegates  were  chosen  to  represent 
us  at  district  meeting  at  Osceola  Oct.  3-6.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  the  last  Saturday  in  October. — Grace  S.  Greim,  War- 
rensburg,   Mo.,   Sept.    19. 

North  Carolina 

Mill  Creek  and  Melvin  Hill. — In  August  Bro.  M.  G.  Wilson  of 
Cloverdale,  Va.,  held  a  union  evangelistic  service  for  us.  His 
messages   were   helpful   and    encouraging   to   the   members   and 


very  challenging  to  non-Christians.  As  a  result  of  this  cam- 
paign eleven  united  with  the  Melvin  Hill  church.  On  Sept.  13, 
14  we  entertained  visitors  from  the  other  sections  of  our  district 
who  came  to  attend  a  conference  of  children's  workers  and 
boards  of  the  district.  Miss  Ruth  Shriver,  national  director  of 
children's  work,  was  the  leader  of  the  conference.  She  brought 
some  thought-provoking  messages  on  what  we  could  do  for  our 
children.  She  inspired  us  to  put  forth  greater  efforts  in  ob- 
taining comfortable  classrooms  and  suitable  lesson  materials  and 
above  all,  the  best  teachers  available  for  our  children.— Ethel 
Henderson,  Mill  Spring,  N.   C,  Sept.  19. 

North  Dakota 

Berihold. — We  held  our  regular  council  with  Eld.  D.  A.  Miller 
in  charge.  All  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected. 
Bro.  Miller  was  chosen  elder  and  Pearl  Weeks  clerk.  The  joint 
Sunday-school  convention  consisting  of  the  Minot,  Kenmare, 
Surrey  and  Berthold  churches  was  held  here.  We  had  a  large 
attendance  and  interesting  programs  with  speakers  from  visit- 
ing churches.  We  have  regular  preaching  services  twice  a 
month  and  Sunday  school  every  Sunday.  Although  the  attend- 
ance is  not  large,  the  interest  is  good.— Altha  Mahugh,  Berthold, 
N.  Dak.,  Sept.  22. 

Ellison.— We  held  a  business  meeting  on  Sept.  14  with  Eld.  J. 
M.  Meyers  presiding.  It  being  the  regular  yearly  council,  the 
officers  for  the  new  year  were  elected.  Bro.  J.  W.  Shively  was 
elected  elder  and  Bro.  Irvin  Deal  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
One  church  letter  was  read  and  accepted.  Our  harvest  meeting 
was  set  for  Sunday,  Oct.  5.  We  also  decided  to  hold  a  two- 
week  revival  meeting  following  the  harvest  meeting  if  we  can 
secure  the  service  of  some  brother,  after  which  we  will  hold 
our  communion.  Pastor  J.  W.  Shively  has  held  regular  serv- 
ices every  two  weeks  in  the  Turtle  Mountains,  a  point  of  much 
interest  where  we  have  several  members  and  a  number  of  inter- 
ested people  who  are  regular  attendants;  this  point  is  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Ellison  church. — Mrs.  Irvin  Deal,  Rock  Lake, 
N.  Dak.,  Sept.  22. 

Ohio 

Painter  Creek. — On  Sept.  21  we  had  with  us  Bro.  Herman  and 
Sister  Hazel  Minnich  Landis,  who  are  home  on  furlough  from 
Africa.  We  appreciated  their  presence  and  the  inspiration  of 
their  talks  on  The  Africa  Field.  They  are  eager  to  return  to 
these  dark-skinned  people  whom  they  have  come  to  love  as  their 
very  brethren  in  Christ.  They  are  now  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  mak- 
ing further  preparations  for  their  work  on  the  field.  It  was  with 
many  regrets  and  some  heartaches  that  our  congregation  ac- 
cepted the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman.  For 
twelve  years  he  and  Sister  Honeyman  had  given  untiring  serv- 
ice to  our  church  and  community.  He  was  re-elected  as  our 
presiding  elder  for  two  years.  They  continue  living  on  their 
farm  home  in  our  community,  but  are  doing  pastoral  work  in 
the  Piqua  church.  At  the  present  time  Bro.  Mark  Shellhaas  of 
Trotwood  is  filling  our  pulpit  and  giving  us  wholesome,  helpful 
sermons.  On  Aug.  31  Bro.  Otis  Landis  of  Pleasant  Hill  brought 
us  the  morning  message.  He  is  now  a  student  at  Bethany  Bib- 
lical Seminary.  At  our  recent  business  meeting  Bro.  Jesse  Baker 
was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  Sunday,  Oct.  12,  at  7  p.  m. — Mrs.  Levi  Minnich,  Green- 
ville,  Ohio,   Sept.   25. 

Salem. — Bro.  J.  Homer  Bright  was  our  delegate  to  the  An- 
nual Conference.  He  brought  home  an  interesting  report  which 
he  gave  on  July  6.  Our  guest  speaker  on  July  13  was  John 
Kneisly,  who  gave  us  a  very  helpful  sermon.  Our  regular 
weekly  prayer  meetings  are  being  held  each  Wednesday  night  at 
the  church.  The  men's  work  sponsored  an  ice-cream  social  at 
the  church  this  summer.  Our  organized  Sunday-school  classes 
have  their  regular  monthly  class  meetings  in  the  homes  of  the 
different  members;  these  various  classes  have  enjoyed  their  an- 
nual picnics  this  summer.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  members  re-organized 
Sept.  14  for  the  coming  year.  On  June  15  the  members  of  our 
church  presented  a  program,  which  consisted  of  readings  and 
singing,  at  the  Happy  Corner  church.  Then  on  Aug.  31  Happy 
Corner  returned  this  program  at  our  church,  including  all  types 
of  musical  numbers  and  readings.  Immediately  following  this 
program  a  colored  quartet  from  Mississippi  sang  several  hymns 
in  the  interest  of  the  industrial  school  there.  A  splendid  address 
was  given  us  on  Aug.  3  by  a  Chinese  Brethren,  Mr.  Wang  Tung. 
Quite  a  few  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Sugar  Grove  in 
August.  On  Sept.  8  we  met  at  the  church  for  our  regular  mem- 
bers' meeting  with  Eld.  E.  E.  Brumbaugh  presiding.  Three 
were  taken  into  the  church  by  letter.  We  elected  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Albert  Landis  was  chosen  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  The  elder  gave  a  report  of  the  annual 
visit,  which  was  taken  by  him  and  the  members  of  the  official 
board.  They  have  visited  380  members  and  have  a  few  to  visit 
yet.  We  decided  to  have  our  communion  service  on  Nov.  8  at 
7  p.  m.  We  are  going  to  have  a  Bible  school  at  our  church;  this 
is  to  be  arranged  by  the  ministers.  The  trustees  are  going  to 
purchase  100  folding  chairs  to  be  used  at  the  church.  We  are 
beautifying  our  church  by  painting  it.  The  goal  of  the  Salem 
members  is  to  grow  and  advance  more  fully  in  the  Master's 
work.— Mrs.  Louise  Swartz,  Verona,  Ohio,  Sept.  23. 

Swan  Creek. — A  token  of  appreciation  was  shown  to  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  W.  E.  Hamilton,  and  wife  on  Aug.  10,  it  being  then- 
sixth    wedding    anniversary.      They    were    very    pleasantly    sur- 
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prised  by  a  goodly  number  of  church  folks  coming  to  their  home 
with  well-filled  baskets  and  gifts  after  morning  services.  The 
day  was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Our  evangelistic  meetings 
Aug.  17-31  were  well  attended.  Bro.  F.  E.  Mallott,  the  evangel- 
ist, had  a  church  history  period  and  an  animal  story  for  the 
children  each  evening  in  addition  to  the  sermon.  Both  old  and 
young  were  inspired  by  these  services  and  there  were  four 
baptized.  These  services  closed  on  the  Sunday  evening  of  home- 
coming (day,  Aug.  31,  with  a  moonlight  baptismal  service  in  the 
Maumee  River.  This  was  a  very  impressive  service.  Our  church 
officers  were  elected  on  Sept.  5.  Bro.  J.  F.  Hornish  of  Jewell, 
Ohio,  was  re-elected  elder,  and  Stephen  Stutzman  was  elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  love  feast  is  to  be  held  on 
Sunday  evening,  Oct.  5. — Mildred  Hamilton,  Delta,  Ohio,  Sept.  18. 

Pennsylvania 

Green  Tree. — Our  annual  home-coming  was  on  Sept.  14.  There 
was  a  very  good  attendance  at  all  services.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Hanawalt,  brought  the  message  in  the  morning.  Bro.  H.  Stover 
Kulp  was  the  speaker  at  the  afternoon  and  evening  services.  He 
spoke  of  pioneering  in  Africa  and  the  opportunities  there  for  the 
growth  of  the  kingdom.  Special  music  was  furnished  by  the 
choir  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church  of  Oaks.  Many  old  friends 
of  the  church  spent  the  day  renewing  acquaintances.*— Mrs. 
Ralph  E.  Dunmore,  Oaks,  Pa.,  Sept.  20. 


Manor. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Sept.  20  at  Diamond- 
ville  with  Eld.  Charles  W.  Blough  presiding.  He  was  re-elected 
presiding  elder  and  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  him  helped  to  ex- 
press our  appreciation  for  his  help  and  spiritual  guidance.  Bro. 
Paul  Lemmon  was  installed  into  the  ministry.  Eld.  William  H. 
Rummel  assisted  Bro.  Blough  in  the  installation  services.  Dele- 
gates to  the  district  meeting  are  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck  and  Sister 
Cora  Fyock.  Two  vacation  Bible  schools  were  held  this  year. 
Diamondville  had  sixty-seven  enrolled  and  Purchase  Line  twen- 
ty-seven. We  had  good  interest  and  attendance  at  both  places. 
Bro.  Russel  K.  Showalter  of  Bruceton  Mills,  W.  Va.,  held  a  two 
weeks'  revival  meeting  at  Purchase  Line  in  August.  Six  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  G.  E.  Yoder  of  Scalp 
Level,  Pa.,  was  the  evangelist  at  Diamondville  for  a  two-week 
meeting  in  September.  Some  of  our  members  attended  both 
meetings  and  we  heard  interesting  and  inspiring  messages.  One 
was  baptized  at  Diamondville  and  three  others  await  the  rite. 
Our  interest  in  missions  has  been  stirred  by  the  messages  from 
Ida  Shumaker  in  our  churches.  We  have  a  new  interest  in  the 
mission  prayer  calendar  in  some  of  our  Sunday-school  classes. 
She  also  spoke  at  the  young  people's  circuit  rally  at  Purchase 
Line  on  Aug.  30.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  members  were  also 
guest  speakers  at  this  rally.  We  have  an  active  women's  work 
group.  One  camp  kit  was  sent  to  Camp  Kane.  Our  pastor  and 
his  wife  have  been  very  faithful  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom  and 
our  church  has  been  growing  spiritually.     Our  love  feast  will  be 


DISTRICT     MEETINGS 

Kansas,  Northwestern — Victor, 
Oct.  17-19. 

Kansas,  Southeastern — Gravel 
Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 

Kansas,  Southwestern — Salem, 
Oct.    17-20. 

Missouri,  Northern — Wakenda, 
Oct.  24-26. 

Pennsylvania,  Southern — Ship- 
pensburg,  Oct.  28,  29. 

Pennsylvania,  Western — Johns- 
town, Roxbury,  Oct.  22,  23. 

LOVE  FEASTS 
California 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  La  Verne. 
Nov.    16,    4    pm,    First    church, 
Los  Angeles. 

Illinois 
Oct.      18,      7:30      pm,      Allison 

Prairie. 
Oct.    18,   Hickory   Grove. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Polo. 
Oct.    19,    7   pm,    Sterling. 
Nov.  2,  Mount  Morris. 
Nov.   3,   Yellow   Creek. 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 

Oct.  18,  Bachelor  Run. 

Oct.  18,  Eel  River. 

Oct.  18,  7  pm,  English  Prairie. 

Oct.  18,  Pine  Creek. 

Oct.  18,  7:30  pm,  Nettle  Creek 
at  Brick  church. 

Oct.  19,  Kokomo. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Wabash  Country. 

Oct.  20,  Walnut. 

Oct.  20,  7  pm,  Mexico. 

Oct.  25,  Bethel. 

Oct.  25,  Santa  Fe. 

Oct.  25,  7  pm,  West  Manches- 
ter. 

Oct.   25,  7:30  pm,  La  Porte. 

Oct.   25,    7:30   pm,   Middletown. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  West  Eel 
River. 

Oct.  26,  Logansport. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Muncie. 

Nov.    1,   6:30   pm,    Pyrmont. 

Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 

Nov.  3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 

Nov.    6,    Burnettsville. 

Nov.   8,   7   pm,   Wawaka. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.  9,  7:30  pm.  Cedar  Creek. 

Nov.   13,   7:30  pm,  Nappanee. 

Nov.    17,    7:30    pm,    Plymouth. 

Nov.  22,  Center. 

Dec.    1,   New   Paris. 

Dec.    15,   Sugar   Creek. 

Iowa 

Oct.  19,  Coon  River. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Oct.  19,  Des  Moines  Valley. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Prairie  City. 
Oct.      19,     7:30     pm,     Panther 

Creek. 
Oct.    20,   Libertyville. 
Oct.    26,    Dallas    Center. 

Kansas 
Nov.   1,  7:30  pm,  Lone  Star. 
Nov.   2,   Newton. 
Nov.   4,   Maple  Grove. 

Maryland 
Oct.  18,  1:30  pm,  Broadfording. 
Oct.  18,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
Oct.    18,    19,   6:30   pm,   Meadow 

Branch. 
Oct.   18,   19,  2:30  pm.  Pleasant 

Ridge   house. 
Oct.    19,   6:30    pm,   Pipe   Creek. 
Oct.   19,  Flower  Hill. 
Oct.   25,   3   pm,   Locust   Grove. 
Oct.    25.    Longmeadow. 
Oct.     26,     5     pm,     Woodberry, 

Baltimore. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Frederick. 
Nov.   2,   6:30   pm,   Monocacy  at 

Rocky  Ridge. 
Nov.   16,  6  pm,  Sharpsburg. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,  Westminster. 

Michigan 
Oct.  20,  8  pm,  Florence. 
Oct.  25,  8  pm,  Rodney. 
Nov.   15,  Jasper. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Minnesota 

Oct.    19,   Worthington. 
Oct.  26,  Lewiston. 

Missouri 

Oct.  22,  7:30  pm,  Cabool. 
Oct.  25,  Warrensburg. 
Nov.    27,   Mountain   Grove. 

Ohio 

Oct.    18,    10:30    am,    Gratis. 
Oct.   18,  7  pm,  Beech  Grove. 
Oct.   18,   7  pm,  Donnels   Creek. 
Oct.  18,  7  pm,  West  Milton. 
Oct.  18,  7:30  pm.  County  Line. 
Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Brookville. 
Oct.  25,  10:30  am.  Prices  Creek. 
Oct.  25,  7  pm,  Pitsburg. 
Oct.  26,  Alliance. 
Oct.   26,   Pleasant   Center. 
Oct.  26,   7  pm,  Fort  McKinley. 
Oct.    26,    7   pm,    Lower   Miami. 
Oct.  26,  7  pm,  New  Carlisle. 
Oct.   26,   7  pm,   Sidney. 
Oct.   26,    7:30   pm,   Chippewa. 
Nov.  1,  7  pm,  Lower  Stillwater. 
Nov.    1,    7:30    pm,    Danville. 
Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Salem. 
Nov.    8,    7:30    pm,    Stonelick. 
Nov.   10,   7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
Nov.  22,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 


Oklahoma 
Oct.   25,  Big  Creek. 
Oregon 
Oct.  18,  7:30  pm,  Mabel. 
Oct.  25,  8  pm,  Albany. 
Nov.    2,    Grants   Pass. 

Pennsylvania 

Oct.  18,  1:30  pm,  Bareville, 
Conestoga   congregation. 

Oct.  18,  19,  1:30  pm,  Latimore 
house,  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation. 

Oct.  18,  2  pm,  Mohler's  church, 
Springville   congregation. 

Oct.  18,  6:30  pm,  Spring  Run 
house. 

Oct.  18,  7  pm,  Buffalo. 

Oct.  18,  19,  Back  Creek  con- 
gregation.   Shank   house. 

Oct.  18,  19,  10  am,  Schuylkill, 
Big  Dam  house. 

Oct.  18,  19,  1:30  pm,  Little 
Swatara  congregation,  Zieg- 
ler  house. 

Oct.   19,   6:30  pm,   Oakdale. 

Oct.   19,   Carson   Valley. 

Oct.  19,  Center  Hill. 

Oct.    19,   Elizabethtown. 

Oct.    19,   Koontz. 

Oct.    19,   Somerset. 

Oct.  19,  6  pm,  Hanover. 

Oct.  19,  6  pm.  New  Fairview. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm,  Maple  Spring. 

Oct.   19,  7  pm,  Ambler. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Beachdale 
house,    Berlin    congregation. 

Oct.   19,   7  pm,   Conemaugh. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Johnstown. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Tire  Hill. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Westmont  at 
Johnstown. 

Oct.  22,  23,  10  am,  Middle 
Creek  house,  West  Cone- 
stoga congregation. 

Oct.  25,  2  pm,  Akron. 

Oct.   25,   2   pm,   Indian   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6:30  pm,  Spring  Run 
congregation  in  Pine  Glen 
house. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Hanover- 
dale  church,  Big  Swatara 
congregation. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Meyer 
house,  Fredericksburg 
church. 

Oct.  25,  26,  10  am,  Price's 
church. 

Oct.  25,  26,  1:30  pm,  Heidel- 
burg. 

Oct.  26,  Pike,  Brothersvalley 
congregation. 

Oct.  26,  Marsh  Creek. 

Oct.  26,  Shamokin. 

Oct.   26,   9:30   am,  Black   Rock, 


Upper  Codorus  congregation. 
Oct.  26,  1:30  pm,  Maiden  Creek. 
Oct.  26,  5  pm,  Carlisle. 
Oct.    26,    6:30    pm,    Bellwood. 
Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Clover  Creek. 
Oct.    28,    29,    10    am,   Mt.    Hope 

house,  Chiques  congregation. 
Nov.   1,   1:30  pm,  Richland. 
Nov.  1,  1:30  pm,  Welsh  Run. 
Nov.  1,  7  pm,  Mechanic  Grove. 
Nov.  2,  Maitland. 
Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  First  church, 

Philadelphia. 
Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
Nov.    2,    7   pm,   Madison   Ave- 
nue, York. 
Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Norristown. 
Nov.   5,   7  pm,  Chambersburg. 
Nov.   8,   2   and   6   pm.   HatBeld. 
Nov.    8,    9,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Spring     congregation,     Hade 

church. 
Nov.  8,  9,  1:30  pm,  Annville. 
Nov.  9,  Lititz. 

Nov.   9,   7  pm,   Germantown. 
Nov.  9,  7  pm,  Salisbury. 
Nov.  11,   7  pm,  Greencastle. 
Nov.    16,   County  Line. 
Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 
Nov.  16,  2,  4  and  6  pm,  Spring 

Creek. 
Nov.    16,   6:30   pm,   Meyersdale. 
Nov.   23,   all   day,  Bermudian. 


Virginia 

Oct.  18,  4  pm,  Pleasant  Valley. 

Oct.  18,  6  pm,  Barren  Ridge. 

Oct.  19,  4  pm,  Hollywood. 

Oct.  19,  6:30  pm,  Branch,  Sang- 
erville  congregation. 

Oct.  19,  7  pm,  Garber's  church, 
Cook's    Creek    congregation. 

Oct.   19,   7   pm,   Linville   Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6  pm,  Mill  Creek. 

Oct.  25,  6   pm,  Mt.   Zion. 

Oct.  25,  6:30  pm,  Middle  River. 

Oct.   26,    6   pm,   Beaver   Creek. 

Oct.   26,    6:30   pm,   Brown  town. 

Oct.    26,    6:30    pm,    Nokesville. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Elk  Run. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  1,  4:30  pm,  Laurel 
Branch. 

Nov.  2,  7:30  pm,   Staunton. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.   Olivet. 

Washington 

Nov.  22,  Sunny  Slope. 
West  Virginia 
Oct.     18,     2:30     pm,     Bethany, 

Thornton. 
Oct.   19,  3:00   pm,   Shiloh,  Kas- 
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held    at    Purchase    Line    on    Oct.    5. — Lois    Fyock,    Indiana,    Pa., 
Sept.  22. 

Mechanic  Grove. — Four  of  our  members  attended  the  Annual 
Conference  at  La  Verne  in  June.  Several  reports  of  the  Con- 
ference were  given.  On  Aug.  3  Bro.  John  White  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  preached  for  us  in  the  morning  service  and  Bro.  Frank 
Byer  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  gave  the  evening  message.  Bro. 
George  Hallett  of  Jennersville.  formerly  of  De  Ritter,  La.,  de- 
livered the  harvest  meeting  message  on  Sunday  morning,  Aug. 
31.  We  appreciate  very  much  the  fine  messages  these  brethren 
gave  us.  During  our  recent  council  meeting  Caleb  Bucher  was 
ordained  to  the  office  of  elder.  We  were  privileged  to  have  Bro. 
Wang  Tung  of  China  visit  in  our  home  on  Sept.  1.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  our  members  came  to  meet  him  and  talk  with  him.  We 
were  happy  to  have  Brethren  Levi  and  Samuel  Fahnestock  and 
their  wives  from  the  White  Oak  congregation  worship  with  us  on 
Sept.  14.  Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has  been  ex- 
cellent all  summer.  Since  our  county  has  been  quarantined  for 
infantile  paralysis  the  attendance  has  dropped  considerably.  We 
sincerely  hope  the  epidemic  will  soon  be  checked  and  the  chil- 
dren be  with  us  again. — Martha  A.  Bucher,  Quarryville,  Pa., 
Sept.  18. 

Shamokin. — Our  hearts  were  saddened  by  the  departure  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Nedrow  for  their  new  home  in  New  York  on 
Aug.  25.  We  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  work  at  that 
place.  Since  that  time  Bro.  Donald  Martin  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  has 
been  filling  the  pulpit  and  bringing  us  some  very  helpful  mes- 
sages. At  a  meeting  on  Sunday  evening  we  decided  to  have  our 
fall  love  feast  on  Sunday,  Oct.  26.  We  expect  to  elect  a  new 
pastor  at  the  council  meeting  which  will  be  held  on  the  Satur- 
day evening  before  our  love  feast. — Desna  Weikel,  Shamokin, 
Pa.,  Sept.  24. 

Summit  Mills. — Our  revival  meeting  began  on  Sept.  14  with 
Bro.  Beahm  and  Bro.  Berkebile  as  evangelists.  The  meeting 
closed  Sept.  21;  there  were  good  crowds  throughout  the  meet- 
ing. Old-time  congregational  singing,  the  Fairview  chorus  under 
the  direction  of  Bro.  Stotler,  and  the  men's  chorus,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Bro.  Schaff,  were  special  musical  features  of  the 
meeting.  The  sermons  were  very  inspiring  and  helpful.  As  a 
result  of  these  meetings  six  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism,  and  nine  were  baptized  prior  to  the  meeting — making 
sixteen  in  all  coming  into  the  church.  Two  new  members  were 
also  received  by  letter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  21. 
Bro.  Berkebile  officiated  with  Bro.  Beahm  assisting.  The  attend- 
ance at  this  love  feast  was  the  largest  for  many  years.- — N.  C. 
Gnagey,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Sept.  25. 

Ten  Mile. — During  the  latter  part  of  June  an  evangelistic 
effort  was  led  by  Eld.  G.  E.  Weaver,  of  Bradford,  Ohio.  Brother 
Weaver  delivered  forceful  and  interesting  messages.  During  the 
last  week  of  June  and  the  first  week  of  July  a  vacation  Bible 
school  was  conducted  by  Sister  Lolamae  Baker  of  Waterside, 
Pa.,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Mildred  Dague  of  Scenery  Hill,  and  the 
writer.  On  May  6  our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  L.  Baker,  was  forced  to 
submit  to  a  surgical  operation,  after  which  he  was  confined  for 
about  two  months.  During  this  time  the  appointments  were 
filled  by  Bro.  Rufus  Holsopple.  The  pastor  has  improved  to 
such  an  extent  that  he  can  conduct  his  pulpit  ministry  by  sit- 
ting in  a  chair.  We  were  glad  to  have  in  our  midst  during  the 
summer  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  and  the  Arnold  family,  whose 
messages  were  much  appreciated.  The  church  met  in  council 
on  Sept.  14,  with  the  pastor  presiding.  Sister  Kathryn  Redd  was 
elected  trustee.  The  pastor  was  elected  delegate  to  district  con- 
ference. The  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  12,  at  7:30  p.  m.— 
Mrs.  G.  L.  Baker,  Marianna,  Pa.,  Sept.  22. 

South  Dakota 

Willow  Creek.— We  enjoyed  having  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Min- 
nesota churches  with  us  June  21,  22.  They  had  two  interesting 
programs  of  addresses  and  special  music.  On  July  6  Sister  Eliza 
Miller  was  with  us  and  gave  two  vivid  and  inspiring  talks  about 
her  work  and  teaching  in  India.  Five  members  from  this  church 
were  privileged  to  attend  our  district  meeting  at  Sheldon,  Iowa, 
Aug.  22-25.  Bro.  Charles  Heagley  was  our  delegate  and  we  en- 
joyed the  reports  given  of  the  meeting.  Our  aid  society  meets 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month.  We  have  a  good  at- 
tendance; they  have  been  busy  quilting  and  making  children's 
dresses.  Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  Schechter,  met  with  us  in  a  business 
session  on  Sept.  14  and  we  elected  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Schechter  was  re-elected  elder  and  Merle  Loomis  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.— Lena  I.  Heagley,  Wetonka,  S.  Dak., 
Sept.  18. 

Tennessee 
Lone  Star. — We  still  have  a  faithful  few  who  attend  church 
regularly  and  are  still  holding  up  the  banner  for  Christ.  We 
have  had  some  visitors  this  year  who  gave  some  very  interesting 
talks.  They  were:  Brother  and  Sister  Kahle,  Sister  Nettie  Senger 
and  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm.  We  are  very  glad  to  have  anyone  stop 
with  us  who  may  be  passing  through.  Bro.  J.  R.  Jackson  from 
Limestone  held  a  week's  meeting  here  in  August,  which  was 
very  much  enjoyed.  One  was  added  to  the  church.  Bro.  Jack- 
son suggested  that  our  pastor,  Bro.  Foster  Leighton,  hold  a 
week's  meeting  in  October,  closing  with  a  love  feast.— Mrs.  Mil- 
ton Thompson,  Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.,  Sept.  23. 


Virginia 

Hollywood. — We  met  in  regular  business  council  on  Sept.  21, 
when  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  chosen  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  W.  E.  Cunningham  was  elected  elder  and 
Charles  Stiles  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  were  very 
glad  to  have  Bro.  E.  E.  Blough  and  family  of  Manassas  with  us 
at  this  meeting.  On  July  27  Bro.  W.  E.  Cunningham  of  Bright- 
wood,  Va.,  began  a  revival  meeting  here.  Although  there  were 
no  conversions,  we  were  all  greatly  encouraged  by  his  nine 
soul-stirring  sermons.  We  had  an  all-day  service  on  July  27. 
Rev.  George  Chamber  preached  in  the  morning.  We  had  a 
basket  lunch  and  children's  day  program  in  the  afternoon.  Our 
love  feast  is  Oct.  19  at  4  p.  m. — Mamie  F.  Sullivan,  Fredericks- 
burg, Va.,  Sept.  22. 

Linville  Creek. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  S.  D.  Lindsay,  attended  the 
Annual  Conference  and  gave  reports  at  the  different  church 
houses  of  his  pastorate.  In  July  a  two  weeks'  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  with  Bro.  Ernest  Walker  in  charge.  Bro. 
Walker,  doing  summer  pastoral  work,  conducted  other  Bible 
schools  in  near-by  communities  and  also  held  some  revival  meet- 
ings. Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  5.  This  year  the 
wives  of  the  deacons  accompanied  them  on  the  church  visit. 
The  improvement  committee  of  the  Linville  Creek  church  was 
authorized  to  bring  some  definite  plan  in  the  near  future.  The 
committee  from  Cedar  Run  gave  a  report  of  improvements  made 
at  their  church  house,  including  some  interior  painting,  pur- 
chasing of  new  hymnals,  and  some  additional  land  bought  for 
the  cemetery.  The  Sunday-school  committee  gave  a  report  of 
the  officers  elected  for  Linville  Creek  and  Cedar  Run  churches 
for  the  coming  year.  Aug.  20-30  Bro.  David  J.  Wieand  and  wife 
of  Chicago  were  in  our  midst  bringing  helpful  and  inspiring 
messages  each  evening  in  the  Cedar  Run  church.  Eight  young 
people  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Following  the 
regional  conference  at  Bridgewater,  Miss  Ruth  Shriver  spoke  at 
our  church  in  the  interest  of  children's  work.  On  the  same  eve- 
ning Bro.  Deardorff,  church  architect,  was  here  to  advise  us  con- 
cerning the  remodeling  of  our  church  building.  He  gave  helpful 
suggestions  to  the  audience  and  also  met  with  the  building  com- 
mittee. Our  fall  communion  service  will  be  held  at  our  church 
on  Oct.  19.— Elizabeth  G.  Renalds,  Linville,  Va.,  Sept.   18. 

Moscow. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  19  with  Bro.  O.  S.  Miller 
presiding.  Two  were  given  their  letters  of  membership;  five 
have  been  received  by  letter  since  our  last  report.  Bro.  Miller 
has  been  selected  as  our  pastor  and  elder  for  another  year.  Our 
new  Sunday-school  superintendent  is  Sidney  Byerly.  We  de- 
cided to  give  an  offering  of  $25  to  Bethany  Seminary.  Our  re- 
vival services  of  Aug.  10-24,  conducted  by  Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of 
Harrisonburg,  were  well  attended.  The  messages  were  inspiring 
and  helpful  and  much  interest  was  shown.  As  a  direct  result  of 
the  meeting  eight  were  baptized.  The  children  enjoyed  the 
stories  told  each  evening  by  Brother  and  Sister  Bowman.  Rev. 
Hiram  Reeves  of  the  Presbyterian  church  preached  for  us  on 
Aug.  11.  Bro.  W.  H.  Sanger  preached  an  interesting  sermon  on 
Sept.  21.  Our  aid  is  working  nicely  with  Sister  O.  S.  Miller  as 
director.— Mrs.  Verna  S.  Sheetz,  Mt.  Solon,  Va.,  Sept.  25. 

Oak  Grove. — At  our  recent  council  meeting  our  elder,  Bro. 
C.  E.  Eller,  was  asked  to  serve  as  part-time  pastor  for  the  com- 
ing year,  with  John  Eller  as  assistant  pastor.  It  was  also  de- 
cided to  license  O.  D.  Eller  to  the  ministry  for  a  year.  J.  R. 
Jamison  was  reappointed  treasurer.  We  will  have  our  love  feast 
on  the  first  Sunday  evening  of  October  at  6:00  o'clock.  Our  re- 
vival will  begin  Oct.  26,  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  M.  Key  of  the 
Hollins  Road  church,  Roanoke,  Va.  On  Sept.  4  our  women's 
work  met  and  reappointed  Sister  C.  E.  Eller  as  president  for  a 
period  of  three  years.  A  group  of  ten  children  and  several  adults 
had  the  rare  opportunity  to  attend  a  music  class  conducted  by 
Prof.  H.  Augustine  Smith,  held  at  the  Central  Church  of  the 
Brethren  in  Roanoke  the  first  week  in  September.  On  Sept.  21 
our  Sunday  school  was  reorganized  with  J.  R.  Jamison  as  super- 
intendent. Installation  services  for  the  new  officers  will  be  held 
on  Sept.  28.— Mrs.  O.  D.  Eller,  Salem,  Va.,  Sept.  22. 

Pleasant  Valley. — We  held  our  regular  fall  council  meeting  on 
Aug.  16.  The  council  meeting  followed  the  revival  meeting 
which  was  in  progress  for  two  weeks.  During  the  first  week 
our  pastor,  Bro.  M.  L.  Wagner,  brought  to  us  inspiring  messages, 
and  in  the  second  week  Bro.  Jesse  Zigler  brought  the  messages. 
Since  Oct.  1,  1940,  we  have  had  eighteen  conversions.  We  had 
an  average  attendance  of  150.  The  temperance  committee  of  the 
women's  work  concluded  their  program  for  the  year  with  the 
gold  medal  contest.  Miss  Eva  Wampler  won  the  gold  medal. 
The  missionary  committee  concluded  their  program  with  a  mis- 
sionary play  entitled  At  the  City  Gates.  Sister  Sarah  Myers,  re- 
turned missionary,  was  very  helpful  with  this  play.  The  Sunday 
school  was  reorganized  and  Bro.  Harry  Drive  was  again  elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  women's  work  elected  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Houff  for  their  president  for  the  next  three  years.  The 
men's  work  elected  Mr.  Harold  Flora  as  their  president.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  elected  J.  H.  Bosserman.  Jr.,  as  their  president  and  Har- 
old Flora  their  adult  adviser.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  their  installa- 
tion service  this  year  by  the  light  of  a  campfire  in  a  meadow  on 
Sept.  16.  It  was  an  inspiring  service.  An  effort  is  being 
launched  for  a  leadership  training  school.  The  ministers  of  the 
district  held  a  meeting  at  our  church  on  Aug.  16.  Bro.  Jesse 
Zigler  brought  a  message  to  them. — Marie  Bosserman,  Mt.  Sid- 
ney,  Va.,   Sept.   18. 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— October  18,  1941 


31 


Summit. — On  June  29  Jeanette  Chen,  a  Chinese  girl  from  North 
Manchester,  addressed  us  at  the  regular  preaching  hour.  She 
gave  us  a  better  understanding  of  China  and  her  aims  and  inter- 
ests. On  June  30  a  quiz  program  was  sponsored  by  the  mother 
and  daughter  association.  Our  June  council  was  held  on  the 
twenty-ninth.  Bro.  Hotchkiss,  our  student  pastor,  represented 
us  at  Annual  Conference  and  brought  back  a  very  interesting 
report.  On  July  25  our  church  held  a  birthday  party.  A  table 
was  set  for  each  month  with  appropriate  decorations  thereon.  A 
cup  was  passed  at  the  end  of  the  meal  and  each  participant  put 
in  a  penny  for  each  year  he  had  lived.  In  connection  with  this 
there  was  a  hobby  show.  Aug.  31  was  the  date  of  the  Sunday- 
school  picnic.  The  anointing  service  has  been  called  for  by  Mrs. 
R.  E.  Wright  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Craun.  The  service  was  adminis- 
tered by  Elders  E.  B.  Craun  and  J.  T.  Glick.  Guest  speakers  to 
fill  the  pulpit  during  the  summer  months  were  Mrs.  Rufus  D. 
Bowman,  July  20;  Bro.  W.  H.  Sanger,  July  27;  Bro.  Frank  Gar- 
ber  of  Middle  River,  Aug.  3;  Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman  of  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa,  Aug.  17;  E.  J.  Richardson,  Secretary  of  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League,  Aug.  10;  Dr.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Aug.  24.  At  the 
close  of  this  service  Sister  D.  D.  Fleishman,  a  former  daughter  of 
our  church,  was  installed  as  a  minister's  wife  by  the  laying  on 
of  hands.  Brethren  E.  B.  Craun  and  Rufus  D.  Bowman  offici- 
ated. Bro.  Wayne  Glick,  newly  elected  to  the  ministry,  filled  our 
pulpit  for  the  first  time  on  Sept.  7.  His  subject  was  The  Doc- 
trine of  Immortality.  We  can  but  truthfully  say  we  are  proud  of 
the  fact  that  Mrs.  Rufus  Bowman,  elected  national  president  of 
women's  work  by  Annual  Conference,  is  a  daughter  of  our 
church.  Three  young  people  attended  Camp  Bethel.  On  Sept.  10 
the  board  of  religious  education  met  and  organized  our  Sunday 
school.  The  fall  council  was  held  on  Sept.  14.  Bro.  Joseph  H. 
Craun  will  remain  our  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  another 
year. — Mrs.  Emory  C.  Craun,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Sept.  23. 

Valley. — At  our  last  quarterly  council  Brethren  Saylor  Diehl 
and  Walter  Flory  were  elected  Sunday-school  superintendents 
for  the  year  beginning  Oct.  1.  Bro.  George  Beahm  was  elected 
as  our  elder  at  the  previous  council.  Bro.  C.  E.  Neff  and  Flory 
Diehl  were  our  delegates  to  district  meeting  held  at  Nokesville, 
Va.  Sister  Lizzie  Neff  and  Ray  Neff  were  delegates  to  regional 
conference  at  Bridgewater,  Va.  On  June  22  we  went  to  Rock 
Creek  park  for  our  Sunday-school  picnic;  after  lunch  we  visited 
the  zoo.  The  children  especially  enjoyed  the  trip.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Olden  Mitchell,  conducted  a  ten-day  revival  meeting  which 
started  Aug.  1.  Mrs.  Mitchell  told  a  story  for  the  children  each 
evening,  following  the  song  service.  Interest  and  attendance 
were  very  good.  Five  new  members  were  added  to  the  church 
by    baptism.      Our    love    feast    was    held    on    Sept.    7    with    Bro. 


Mitchell  officiating.  Each  Wednesday  night  beginning  at  7:30 
our  pastor  holds  a  Bible  and  music  study  hour.  These  meetings 
will  continue  throughout  the  winter.  They  are  proving  very 
interesting  as  well  as  very  helpful.  We  hope  to  start  a  junior 
choir.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  elected  new  officers  for  the  coming 
year,  and  plans  for  the  year  are  being  carried  out.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  been  doing  splendid  work.  We  regret  that  four  of  our 
active  members  have  been  unable  to  attend  because  of  sickness. 
The  aid  gave  a  missionary  program  on  Aug.  29,  in  place  of  the 
regular  morning  worship.  The  ladies  are  preparing  for  a  fancy 
work  and  baked  goods  sale  to  be  held  the  latter  part  of  No- 
vember. During  the  summer  the  church  house  has  been  screened 
and  the  entrance  into  the  church  grounds  improved.  For  the 
past  year  our  Sunday  morning  services  have  been  reversed  with 
preaching  at  10:00  o'clock  and  Sunday  school  at  11:00. — Elsie 
May  Michael,  Nokesville,  Va.,  Sept.  22. 

West  Virginia 

Ml.  Carmel. — Our  congregation  was  fortunate  to  have  for  its 
summer  pastor  Bro.  L.  John  Weaver,  who  is  attending  Bethany 
Biblical  Seminary.  Bro.  Weaver  did  a  nice  piece  of  work  in  our 
section.  He  is  a  very  active  young  man  in  the  work  of  the 
church.  He  conducted  a  vacation  Bible  school  at  our  church 
with  an  average  attendance  of  fourteen.  He  also  conducted  Bible 
classes  at  other  points  in  the  congregation.  We  have  an  active 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  which  gives  a  program  every  month.  Bro.  Oscar 
Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  held  a  revival  for  us  in  August, 
which  gained  two  souls  for  the  kingdom.  We  had  an  evergreen 
Sunday  school  last  year  and  are  planning  to  try  to  attain  the 
same  goal  this  year.  We  are  having  our  communion  on  Satur- 
day evening,  Sept.  27.— Edmund  Simon,  Milam,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  22. 

New  Dale. — We  had  Bro.  Carroll  S.  Ringgold  with  us  as  our 
summer  pastor.  He  preached  twenty-four  inspiring  sermons  and 
held  two  weeks  of  vacation  Bible  school,  starting  June  25.  There 
was  an  enrollment  of  twenty-three  and  an  attendance  of  thir- 
teen. At  the  close  a  program  was  given.  On  Aug.  14  we  held 
our  church  meeting.  Bro.  Joseph  Kohne  acted  as  moderator.  We 
then  decided  to  have  a  fall  meeting.  Bro.  Arthur  G.  Wheeler  of 
Brokensburg,  Va.,  held  a  two-week  series  of  meetings.  His  ser- 
mons were  soul-stirring.  We  had  our  love  feast  with  seventy- 
two  taking  part.  On  Sept.  11  Bro.  Ernest  Miller  of  Columbus 
Furnace,  Va.,  and  Bro.  Harmel  of  Woodstock,  former  missionary 
to  China,  were  with  us.  Bro.  Harmel  made  an  interesting  talk 
and  then  showed  slides  of  China  and  Palestine.  He  is  waiting  to 
return  to  the  people  of  China.  We  have  preaching  twice  each 
month,  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays.  Our  Sunday  school  is 
growing. — Geneva  Miller,  Lost  River,  W.  Va.,   Sept.  23. 


Stye  (Foitrij  of  ttj?  iUaatrr  b  If  ano . . . 

that  well-known  and  best-loved  poem  by  Myra  Brooks  Welch  is  now  avail- 
able in  appropriate  form.  It  is  the  title  number  in  a  new  book  containing 
ninety  other  poems  which  will  touch  the  heart  and  inspire  the  mind. 

This  new  book  is  the  perfect  gift  to  present  to  a  friend  at  Christmas  time, 
on  some  cherished  anniversary,  or  at  any  time  you  want  to  offer  some  token 
of  appreciation.  Solve  your  gift  problem  by  ordering  a  few  copies  of  The 
Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand. 

BRETHREN   PUBLISHING    HOUSE,    ELGIN,    ILLINOIS— 

I  like  your  suggestion  about  using  books  as  presents.  I  am  sure  it  would  be  convenient 
to  have  ready  a  few  copies  of  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand. 

Please  send  me copies  of  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand,  at  $1.00  each,  for  which 

you  will  find  enclosed dollars. 

Sender's   Name    


Street  or  R.  D _.- Town 


State 
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HYMNAL— CHURCH  OF  the  brethren 

(Also  known  as  Revised  Brethren  Hymnal) 

When  your  church  needs  new  songbooks,  make  certain  that  you  get  the 
best  selection  of  hymns  for  your  services. 

A  sample  copy  with  name  of  your  church  stamped  in  gold  free  upon 
request. 

NOTE  THESE  FEATURES 

Printed  good  type  and  quality  paper 
Standard  for  all  Brethren  Churches 


499  Musical  Numbers 

Two  pages  Invocations,  Offertories,  Bene- 
dictions, Ascriptions,  Missionary  etc. 
Scriptures 

78  Responsive  Readings  for  all  occasions 
Index  of  authors  and  translators 
Index  of  composers  and  sources 
Alphabetical  index  of  tunes 
Alphabetical  index  of  hymns 
Blue  waterproof  binding 


Total  of  527  pages,  Single  copy  90c  post- 
paid 

In  lots  of  12  or  more  65c  each,  carriage  ex- 
tra 

Liberal  Trade-in  allowance  on  used  hym- 
nals or  songbooks 

Free  Labels  for  donated  hymnals  and  me- 
morials 


Write  for  your  free  sample  copy  today 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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There  is  no  way  to  summarize 
quickly  the  plight  of  the  Christian 
churches  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope. Conditions  in  the  different 
lands  differ  markedly.  Yet  all  face 
a  crisis  induced  by  the  economic  ef- 
fects of  the  war,  the  shifting  of 
populations,  the  breakdown  of  gov- 
ernments, the  demoralization  of 
whole  cultures,  and  the  cutting  of 
normal  communications  both  within 
the  various  nations  and  between 
them  and  the  outside  world. 

In  Poland 

There  have  been  continuing  mass 
arrests,  frequent  executions  of 
priests,  deportations,  forced  shifting 
of  populations,  burnings,  confisca- 
tion of  property,  closing  of  cathe- 
drals— Posen  and  Crakow  notably — 
churches,  schools  and  seminaries. 
Archbishop  Nowowiejski  of  Plock, 
at  eighty-three,  was  expelled  on 
March  30,  1941.  Such  Catholic 
schools  as  are  permitted  to  function 
have  Hitler's  picture  instead  of  the 
crucifix.  No  religious  instruction  is 
permitted. 

In  Russia 

The  history  cannot  yet  be  written 
of  what  happened  in  Lithuania,  Es- 
tonia and  Latvia.  We  know  only  a 
few  of  the  facts.  The  main  attack 
has  been  upon  the  leadership  of  the 
church,  its  property  and  its  schools. 
Instructions  printed  for  the  guidance 
of  the  officials  of  the  "Godless  move- 
ment" in  those  areas  have  been 
smuggled  out.  They  show  that  the 
emphasis  is  not  upon  the  aged — con- 
firmed as  they  are  in  the  faith  of 
their  ancestors — but  upon  youth. 
The  elimination  of  all  instruction,  of 
all  youth  organizations,  of  all  pub- 
lications of  a  Christian  character  is 
designed  to  prevent  youth's  being 
held  faithful  to  the  church.  It  is  too 
soon  to  say  how  well  this  technique 
will  work.  But  it  has  worked  only 
too  well  in  Russia,  as  the  record  of 
past  years  shows  plainly  enough. 


The  CHURCHES 

on  the 

CONTINENT 
of  EUROPE 


In  Norway 

While  in  Denmark  interference 
with  the  church  has  been  relatively 
unimportant,  in  Norway  there  has 
been  a  bitter  struggle  in  process. 
When  the  Germans  attacked  the  Rus- 
sians they  made  an  attempt  to  win 
the  Norwegian  church  to  their  side. 
"The  greatest  possible  freedom  for 
religious  and  church  activities"  was 
announced.  The  Quislingites  were 
told  to  cease  their  interference  with 
the  rule  of  the  bishops.  This  change 
was  quickly  followed  by  a  return  to 
the  earlier  policy  of  repression  and 
intimidation  when  the  leaders  of  the 
church  refused  to  issue  a  statement 
supporting  the  German  attack  on 
Russia.  Two  of  those  most  promi- 
nent in  this  refusal  were  removed 
from  office  and  the  663  ministers 
who  repudiated  the  action  of  the 
twenty-seven  Quislingite  clergy  will- 
ing to  circulate  a  statement  support- 
ing the  Nazi  policy  were  made  the 
object  of  violent  denunciation. 

When  a  Nazi  was  made  commis- 
sioner of  the  Norwegian  clergy  as- 
sociation, the  officers  and  committee 
of  the  association — including  Bishop 
Berggrav,  head  of  the  church — re- 
signed. They  were  each  fined  3,000 
kroner.  Tension  between  the  au- 
thorities and  the  church  has  reached 
the  boiling  point. 


(Copyright,    1941,    by    Religious    News 
Service) 


In  Holland 

When  one  turns  to  the  latest  re- 
ports from  Holland  it  is  clear  that 
the  situation  there  is  much  more 
serious  than  in  Norway.  The  new 
"kingdom"  is  encountering  stout  re- 
sistance. More  than  a  dozen  new  ar- 
rests of  pastors  have  taken  place  re- 
cently. Church  papers  have  been 
increasingly  repressed  or  banned — 
including  the  organ  of  the  ecumen- 
ical youth  in  Holland.  In  the  im- 
mediate future  there  seems  certain 
to  be  a  complete  ban  on  all  publica- 
tions by  pastors  or  religious  editors 
not  willing  to  conform  to  Nazi  stand- 
ards, a  ban  upon  the  church  schools 
and  the  closing  of  all  social  and  phil- 
anthropic work  done  by  the  church- 
es. The  Dutch  committee  for  non- 
Aryan  Christian  refugees  has  been 
forced  to  suspend  its  work. 

The  churches  are  more  united 
than  ever  before.  Their  work  among 
students  has  not  stopped  but  has 
been  intensified.  The  facts  about 
their  situation  have  been  made 
known  to  the  people  through  the 
British  broadcasts  which  they  man- 
age to  hear  despite  the  efforts  of  their 
conquerors  to  prevent  it.  And  when 
church  announcements  cannot  be 
circulated  in  print  they  are  occa- 
sionally made  available  to  the  popu- 
lace in  this  indirect  but  effective 
manner. 

The  spirit  of  resistance  in  the 
whole  nation  has  been  stirred  and 
kept  unflinching  by  the  church's 
emphasis  upon  freedom.  The  church 
continues  in  public  prayers  to  say: 
"We  pray  for  our  beloved  Queen 
whom  thou  hast  given  us  as  our 
ruler  and  for  those  rulers  who  have 
been  permitted  to  come  to  us."  The 
inference  is  plain,  although  the 
words  are  outwardly  innocent. 

This  year  marks  the  400th  anni- 
versary of  the  publishing  of  the  first 
complete  Bible  in  the  Swedish  lan- 
guage. 
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The  Great  Hour  for  the  Church 

Only  a  little  less  appalling,  if  indeed  it  is  any- 
less,  than  the  possibility  of  a  Hitler  peace,  is  the 
prospect  of  one  in  which  Stalin  has  the  final  word. 
And  yet  the  author  of  Methods  of  Private  Religious 
Living,  not  to  mention  other  products  of  his 
genius,  can  rationalize  himself  into  joining  in  the 
war.  The  moral  confusion  of  this  condition  is 
equaled  only  by  the  chaos  on  the  morning  of 
creation.  It  is  without  form  and  void,  and  dark- 
ness is  upon  the  face  of  the  deep.  What  an  out- 
look for  future  wars  ad  infinitum! 

The  one  clear  spot,  the  one  thing  to  be  thankful 
for,  is  the  added  emphasis  the  mixup  gives  to  the 
way  of  Jesus  and  his  charge  to  his  church.  The 
surest  fact  afloat  in  the  miry  mess  today  is  that 
his  way  is  both  the  surest  and  the  shortest  road  to 
sanity  and  peace.  Let  him  speak  up  who  dares 
doubt  it  in  the  rock  bottom  of  his  heart.  The 
awful  cost  of  that  way?  Oh,  yes,  but  shades  of 
all  the  calculators  who  have  crossed  and  will  yet 
cross  the  River  Styx,  what  is  the  cost  of  the  other 
way?  Will  you  tell  us  that?  And  when  you've 
paid  it,  which  you  never  can,  what  have  you  then? 
A  worse  world  than  before. 

This  is  the  great  hour  for  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  is  the  golden  moment  to  take  on  new 
courage  and  confidence  and  faith  in  her  Lord.  The 
way  of  the  sword  is  the  supreme  folly.  All  who 
take  it  will  perish  by  it.  His  way  of  love  and 
good  will  is  the  only  way  to  victory  and  righteous- 
ness and  peace.  The  time  to  walk  in  it  is  not 
after  this  one  more  war  but  right  now.      e.  f. 

The  Measure  of  Your  Conviction 

"Our  son  went  to  the Civilian  Public  Ser- 
vice camp  on  July  21  and  we  are  enclosing  a  check 
for  $70.  As  nearly  as  we  can  we  want  to  reim- 
burse the  B.  S.  C.  for  his  maintenance  in  that 
camp."  The  mother  who  wrote  these  lines  had 
more  to  say  about  camps  and  convictions  and  how 


she  feels  that  strange  things  are  working  out  for 
good. 

There  can  be  no  question  about  the  sincerity  of 
the  convictions  held  by  members  of  this  family. 
That  seventy  dollars  is  for  two  months  in  camp, 
and  the  family's  plan  is  to  maintain  this  schedule 
of  payments.  They  tell  us  that  everywhere  there 
is  respect  for  convictions  on  this  level.  Even 
where  one  does  not  agree,  he  measures  the  quality 
of  your  convictions  by  your  willingness  to  sac- 
rifice for  them.  h.  a.  b. 

Good  Morning,  Doctor,  and  Good  Night 

"I  have  been  speaking  of  'Doctor  Jones,'  but  in  the 
ashram  all  references  to  titles  such  as  'Reverend,' 
'Doctor'  or  'Bishop'  were  taboo.  Each  person  is 
called  by  his  first  name,  and  if  that  seems  too  blunt, 
we  say  'Brother  Stanley'  or  'Sister  Mary,'  etc.  The 
family  spirit  cannot  be  created  or  maintained  if  titles 
of  superiority  are  used.  Let  us  forget  them  and  call 
each  other  brother  or  sister,  and  thereby  build  up  the 
kingdom  of  brotherhood  on  earth." 

To  which  the  Messenger  wishes  to  say  a  hearty 
amen.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  we  have  lifted 
the  above  paragraph  from  the  article  on  The 
Ashram  by  Doctor — beg  your  pardon,  we  mean 
Brother — D.  W.  Kurtz  in  our  issue  of  Sept.  13,  and 
have  set  it  down  here.  We  want  you  to  look  at  it 
again. 

Scholastic  degrees  earned  by  study  and  research 
may  have  their  values  for  purposes  of  record  and 
reference,  in  looking  up  the  qualifications  of  can- 
didates for  positions  of  responsibility.  If  so,  the 
place  for  them  is  in  the  office  files,  not  in  the  pub- 
lic parade.  Perhaps  degrees  of  the  so-called  hon- 
orary variety  deserve  the  same  consideration, 
though  this  is  certainly  open  to  reasonable  doubt. 

However  that  may  be,  what  good  reason  is  there 
for  the  constant  flaunting  of  them  in  other  people's 
faces?  In  what  way,  please,  does  it  help  the  king- 
dom of  God  to  come?  Oh,  yes,  we  are  quite  fa- 
miliar with  the  common  excuse.    It  isn't  that  the 
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person  concerned  cares  for  himself — not  at  all.  It 
is  the  dignity  of  the  cause  for  which  he  stands  that 
worries  him  so!  He  wants  proper  respect  shown 
to  that! 

Really?  Permit  us  to  offer  the  much  worried 
brother  a  suggestion.  There  is  no  better  way  for 
him  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  calling  than  by 
practicing  the  brotherliness  he  preaches  and  pro- 
fesses. The  best  way  to  do  honor  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  is  to  act  more  like  him. 

No,  there  is  an  honest-to-goodness  reason  for 
this  display  of  artificial  greatness.  It  tickles  one's 
personal  vanity  to  be  recognized  as  superior  to 
somebody  else.  It  asks  you  to  notice  that  there 
are  others  in  my  group  who  are  not  as  big  as  I  am! 

Which  fact  is  its  condemnation.  The  supposi- 
tion, besides  being  unkind,  may  be  false.  There 
are  men  and  women  not  a  few  who  never  receive 
such  a  distinction,  though  more  worthy  of  it  than 
many  who  do.  Why  preach  social  justice,  not  to 
say  Christian  brotherliness,  and  deny  it  in  our 
daily  salutations? 

A  certain  observation  of  many  years  ago  left  a 
deep  impression  on  the  present  writer.  He  no- 
ticed that  when  the  really  great  men  of  the  uni- 
versity spoke  to  or  of  each  other,  it  was  usually 
just  plain  Mr.  Harper  or  Mr.  Burton.  It  was  the 
smaller  fry  with  little  to  commend  them  except 
their  titles  who  were  most  jealous  of  them. 

What  are  retreats  and  ashrams  for?  To  be  a 
little  extra  nice  and  good  for  a  week  or  two,  so  we 
can  then  with  quieter  conscience  go  back  to  being 
our  natural  heathen  selves  again?  Are  they  not 
rather  schools  for  learning  how  to  live  every  day 
thereafter  everywhere? 

Brother  Kurtz  has  spoken  a  most  timely  word, 
and  we  thank  him  for  it.  "The  family  spirit  can- 
not be  created  or  maintained  if  titles  of  superiori- 
ty are  used.  Let  us  forget  them  and  call  each 
other  brother  or  sister,  and  thereby  build  up  the 
kingdom  of  brotherhood  on  earth."  e.  f. 

Two  Pastors  and  You 

An  active  and  efficient  pastor  names  three  great 
preachers  of  our  time  and  suggests  that  it  would 
improve  the  usefulness  of  the  Messenger  if  the 
product  of  their  thinking,  or  of  other  thinking  like 
theirs,  were  printed  in  its  columns.  There  has 
been  some  but  he  would  like  to  see  much  more. 
There  are  other  readers  like  him,  how  many  we 
do  not  know,  but  we  suspect  they  might  run  into 
the  thousands. 

Another  pastor  has  told  us  of  another  type  of 
Messenger  readers  who,  we  have  good  reason  to 
believe,  would  run  into  more  thousands  than  the 


first  named.  They  would  not  be  pleased  with  the 
change  proposed.  They  find  too  much  of  that  kind 
of  matter  in  the  paper  now.  It  does  not  reach 
them.  They  plead  for  more  of  the  simpler  sort, 
less  taxing  to  the  thinking  powers. 

Now  what  would  you  do  with  a  problem  like 
that?  Why,  yes,  of  course.  We  knew  you  would, 
if  you  had  to  see  both  sides  of  it  instead  of  only 
one.  We  appreciate  your  good  judgment  and 
thank  you  for  your  kind. indulgence.  E.  F. 

The  Precious  Years 

When  John  looked  into  the  glass  he  had  a  vague 
consciousness  that  changes  were  coming  in  his 
life.  Above  his  hair  was  thinning  and  below  the 
day's  growth  of  whiskers  showed  that  more  and 
more  were  turning  white.  But  the  thing  that 
drove  home  the  realization  a  man's  days  are  num- 
bered was  the  coming  of  wrinkles  and  a  certain 
looseness  of  the  flesh  about  his  jaws. 

As  a  boy  he  had  wondered  if  the  time  would 
ever  come  when  he  could  have  a  share  in  the  work 
of  the  world.  As  a  young  man  he  took  hold  of 
such  opportunities  as  come  with  a  great  eagerness. 
He  was  spoken  of  as  that  up  and  coming  John  Doe. 
At  middle  life  John  found  he  would  have  to  rest 
before  everything  got  done — if,  indeed,  everything 
could  be  finished.  Even  his  pet  projects,  the  things 
he  fondly  regarded  as  most  worth  while,  he 
found  being  neglected  in  the  press  of  small  duties 
requiring  immediate  attention. 

Casting  about  for  some  light  on  what  other 
men  his  age  were  considering  most  worth  while — 
provided  they  could  retire  and  choose  their  ac- 
tivities, John  came  upon  some  literature  stressing 
travel  and  the  sort  of  freedoms  it  brings.  One 
illustrated  booklet  showed  a  young  man  swimming 
like  a  porpoise,  a  seasoned  golfer  thrilling  over 
some  master  stroke,  a  party  hiking  up  a  mountain 
trail,  a  fisherman  struggling  to  land  a  prize  from 
the  sea. 

For  a  few  moments  John  pictured  himself  shar- 
ing in  such  adventures.  Swimming  and  golf  and 
hiking  and  fishing  he  knew  are  useful  in  their  way, 
and  conducive  to  health,  but  they  were  hardly 
the  ultimate  freedoms  that  he  craved  in  his  in- 
most soul.  The  years  were  too  precious  to  con- 
sume in  a  round  of  diversions — if  there  was  some- 
thing more  that  he  could  do  than  to  mark  time 
and  wait.  Some  of  the  all  but  forgotten  high  in- 
tentions of  his  youth,  the  worthy  things  crowded 
back  through  the  years — perhaps  he  could  now 
do  a  little  with  these.  That  is  how  John  felt  and 
what  he  tried  to  do.  Toiling  on  to  the  last  as  he 
was  able,  he  would  finish  strong  with  a  life  that 
was  eagerly  begun  and  worthily  lived,      h.  a.  b. 
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Our  Troubled 
Vt  oriel  ******** 

BY  KERMIT  EBY 

Re-Stating  the  Problem 

In  these  days  of  war  and  revolution,  in  these 
days  of  dimmed  perspective,  it  is  very  difficult  in- 
deed to  keep  our  historical  long  view.  Such  is  al- 
ways the  case  when  the  pressure  of  the  contem- 
porary demands  action  now.  Lincoln,  when  asked 
in  the  midst  of  the  Civil  War  for  his  blueprint  of 
Utopia,  replied,  "It's  today's  decisions  which  both- 
er me."  Today's  decisions  are  difficult  for  us,  too. 
Perhaps  we  can  make  them  only  if  we  focus  our 
attention  on  the  dilemma  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. 

This  is  the  century  of  science  and  machines,  a 
period  which  has  capitalized  on  the  hard-won 
struggles  for  intellectual  and  personal  liberty  of 
the  Renaissance,  Reformation  and  French  Revolu- 
tion periods.  The  Reformation  exalted  the  in- 
dividual; its  teachers  emphasized  temporal  and 
spiritual  capabilities  and  the  rewards  of  hard  work 
and  service.  While  John  Calvin  did  not  invent 
capitalism,  he  exalted  its  virtues,  hard  work,  thrift, 
discipline,  which  make  an  individualistic,  capital- 
istic society  flourish. 

And  so  individual  liberty,  entrepeneur  eco- 
nomics, and  political  self-government  went  hand 
in  hand.  From  Magna  Charta  to  the  suffrage  for 
women,  England  broadened  the  base  of  her  polit- 
ical democracy  and  increased  her  wealth.  Con- 
sequently, an  empire  was  built,  trade  flowed  free- 
ly, and  thirty  to  forty  per  cent  of  the  people  lived 
free  from  insecurity  and  want.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  great  masses  of  people,  the  sixty  to 
seventy  per  cent  in  England,  France,  Germany  and 
America  were  never  out  of  sight  of  insecurity  and 
poverty.  Furthermore,  as  industrial  expansion 
continued  more  and  more  people  were  torn  from 
the  land  and  geared  to  the  machine.  With  these 
changes  a  new  world  was  born,  a  world  which  we 
have  not  yet  learned  to  manage,  a  world  which 
for  the  first  time  in  history  is  capable  of  eliminat- 
ing the  curse  of  poverty.  Production  rules;  ma- 
chines govern  our  lives  and  may  even  destroy  us, 
because  we  emphasize  guns  instead  of  butter.  The 
war  we  are  now  fighting  is  largely  the  outgrowth 
of  the  realization  on  the  part  of  the  dictators  that 
the  peoples  of  the  world  are  restless  in  the  midst 
of  their  insecurity.  At  the  same  time  they  are 
unable  to  gear  production  into  peaceful  channels. 
After  all,  if  you  build  your  economy  around  the 
tools  of  war,  sooner  or  later  you  must  use  them. 


* 
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Some  day  the  war  will  close.  The  violent  phases 
of  this  revolution  will  give  way  to  the  peaceful 
ones.  When  that  day  comes,  we  can  rest  assured 
that  the  peoples  of  the  world  will  demand  an  end 
to  disease,  starvation  and  poverty.  The  masses  no 
longer  believe  that  suffering  is  caused  by  forces 
beyond  their  control,  or  as  a  punishment  for  sin 
as  they  once  did. 

Man,  they  believe,  has  it  within  his  power  to 
eliminate  the  curse  of  poverty  as  he  did  the  curse 
of  plague.  The  revolution  will  not  cease  until  we 
have  done  so! 

Chicago,  III. 


The  Courage  to  Fail 

BY  HARPER  S.  WILL 

"He  is  not  concerned  with  results  ....  The 
last  thing  he  craves  is  that  he  should  be  a  success 
....  He  has  dared  to  follow  that  light  which  all 
his  friends  call  darkness."  These  are  words  written 
of  one  who  has  sought  to  follow  Jesus  during  these 
troubled  days. 

Here  is  a  spirit  that  needs  constant  re-birth  in 
human  experience.  We  need  a  revival  of  that 
courage  that  is  not  afraid  to  fail.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, as  aspirant  for  the  United  States  Senate, 
when  debating  the  slave  question  with  his  oppo- 
nent, Stephen  Douglas,  said:  "I  am  not  bound  to 
win  this  election,  but  I  am  bound  to  be  true  to  my 
convictions."  Lincoln  failed  at  the  election. 

One  suspects  that  our  notions  of  success  and 
failure  need  revision.  What  is  success?  What  is 
failure?  To  reach  a  high  office  through  duplicity 
is  not  success.  To  live  in  a  marble  house  is  no  in- 
dication that  one  has  not  failed.     Too  long  our 
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judgments  on  success  and  failure  have  been  con- 
ditioned by  the  prevailing  secularism  of  our  times. 
Is  the  final  authority  on  these  questions  Dun  and 
Bradstreet,  or  Benjamin  Franklin  (the  patron 
saint  of  the  United  States) ,  or  the  American  Mag- 
azine? Jesus  spoke  on  these  issues  also.  "For  what 
is  a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world, 
and  lose  his  own  soul?"  Again  he  said,  "For  who- 
soever will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it:  and  whoso- 
ever will  lose  his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it." 

There  are  those  who  think  they  have  succeeded 
who  have  ingloriously  failed.  History  is  replete 
with  names  of  those  who  have  sat  on  thrones,  who 
have  institutions  named  in  their  honor,  who  have 
lived  in  the  best  houses,  but  who  have  utterly 
failed.  Many  of  them  no  doubt  thought  they  were 
succeeeding. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  those  who  have 
been  labeled  a  failure  who  have  gloriously  suc- 
ceeded. Harold  Grey  was  drafted  into  the  United 
States  army  during  the  days  of  the  World  War.  He 
refused  to  bear  arms  on  account  of  conscien- 
tious reasons.  He  became  the  victim  of  many 
humiliating  taunts.  He  was  sent  to  the  Leaven- 
worth Federal  prison.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  was  given  a  dishonorable  discharge  and  the 
words,  "Character  bad,"  were  written  across  his 
papers.  Read  the  book  entitled  "Character  Bad," 
which  tells  his  story  and  you  will  find  that  what 
others  branded  failure  was  in  reality  the  only  suc- 
cess worth  seeking. 

It  always  has  been  and  always  will  be  superior 
to  accept  what  some  may  term  failure  by  follow- 
ing right  principles,  rather  than  to  go  on  to  what 
some  may  term  success  by  following  wrong  prin- 
ciples. The  query  is  sometimes  raised  as  to  wheth- 
er or  not  it  pays  to  be  honest.  This  is  not  a  de- 
batable question.  To  be  an  honest  beggar  is  in- 
finitely more  honorable  than  to  be  a  scheming 
millionaire.  Andrew  Jackson  was  approached 
during  the  stormy  presidential  campaign  of  1824 
to  use  some  political  chicanery  that  would  have 
been  certain  to  make  him  the  Chief  Executive.  His 

immediate  reply  was,  "Say  to  Mr.  and  his 

friends  that  before  I  would  reach  the  presidential 
chair  by  such  means  I  would  see  the  earth  open 
and  swallow  both  Mr. and  his  friends  and  my- 
self with  them." 

History  records  no  more  seeming  failure  than 
that  of  Jesus.  "He  came  unto  his  own,  but  his  own 
received  him  not."  They  nailed  him  to  a  cross.  He 
was  one  of  those  rare  souls  who  were  possessed  by 
the  courage  to  fail.  He  dared  to  follow  the  light 
which  his  own  family  called  madness  and  which 
his  friends,  even  his  disciples,  thought  to  be  dark- 
ness.   It  was  the  will  of  God,  not  the  opinions  of 


friends  or  the  people,  that  determined  the  course 
he  took.  The  centuries  have  vindicated  his  con- 
victions. If  history  records  no  more  seeming  fail- 
ure than  that  of  Jesus,  neither  does  it  record  any 
success  equal  to  his. 

The  courage  to  fail  is  of  the  very  essence  of 
Christian  living.  It  is  the  heart  of  our  time- 
honored  Brethren  doctrine  of  nonconformity.  The 
standards  of  the  kingdom  and  the  standards  of 
Fifth  Avenue  are  not  parallel.  The  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  and  the  procedure  of  the  war  depart- 
ment are  not  on  the  same  ethical  level.  Men's 
judgments  of  light  and  darkness,  success  and  fail- 
ure, are  still  confused. 

Through  these  days  of  distorted  values  and  con- 
flicting loyalties  may  we  follow  Jesus  who  had 
the  courage  to  fail. 

Chicago,  III. 


The  Parable  of  a  Christian  Nation 

BY  WENDELL  FLORY 

And  behold,  a  certain  nation  stood  up  and  made 
trial  of  him,  asking  of  his  church,  "What  must  we 
do  as  a  nation  in  a  world  at  war?" 

The  church  answered,  saying,  "What  say  the 
Scriptures  concerning  the  duty  of  a  nation  at  any 
time  in  history?" 

And  the  nation  answered  the  church,  saying, 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength, 
and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self." And  Christ,  through  his  church  answered, 
"Thou  hast  answered  right;  this  do,  and  war  shall 
cease." 

But  the  nation,  desiring  to  justify  itself  (for  it 
considered  its  neighbors  to  be  all  those  nations 
who  opposed  Hitler  and  Hitlerism),  asked,  "And 
who  is  my  neighbor?" 

And  the  church  made  answer  and  said,  "A  cer- 
tain nation  was  honestly  endeavoring  to  solve  its 
own  internal  problems,  provide  employment  for 
its  own  people,  pay  its  debts,  protect  the  church, 
and  deal  justly  with  surrounding  nations  in  its 
relations  with  them.  But  as  it  was  going  its  own 
way,  it  fell  among  nations  making  war,  and  war 
robbed  it  of  its  sovereignty,  freedom,  natural  re- 
sources, food  supplies,  and  goodwill,  leaving  its 
people  half  dead  from  repeated  bombings,  with  a 
serious  famine  in  prospect  for  the  coming  winter. 

"And  by  chance,  a  certain  ruler  read  in  the  daily 
newspaper  of  the  events,  and  he  promptly  declared 
his  nation  to  be  neutral,  signing  faithless  pacts  of 
nonaggression  lest  he,  too,  be  robbed  by  war. 

"And  in  like  manner  another  ruler  read  of  the 
events,  noting  them  in  detail,  and  he  promptly 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— October  25,  1941 


A  Season's  Prayer 

BY  MIRIAM  BOWMAN 

O  God  divine, 

Thy  world  moves  on,  it  seems,  without  discord; 
Thy  presence  everywhere  I  see,  O  Lord. 

Thy  way,  I  know,  is  peace  in  love,  in  law,  in  plan; 
Thy  own  perfection  teach,  O  Lord;  you  can, 

Great  Master  Mind. 
Roanoke,  Va. 
*••••••••*•• 

sent  a  note  to  the  robbed  nation,  promising  the  de- 
livery of  tanks,  guns,  ships  and  war  planes  which 
were  on  order,  together  with  vague  promises  of 
other  help,  to  thereby  enable  the  robbed  nation  to 
fight  the  robber  and  attempt  to  regain  its  freedom 
politically,  but  lose  its  spiritual  freedom. 

"But  a  certain  third  ruler,  also  noting  the  day's 
events,  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  he 
promptly  sent  ships  of  food,  medical  supplies,  and 
ambassadors  of  peace  and  goodwill,  in  order  that 
they  might  bind  up  the  wounds,  both  spiritual  and 
physical,  provide  food  for  the  starving,  homes  for 
the  homeless,  and  transportation  back  to  their 
possessions  for  those  who  had  become  refugees 
from  war.  And  when  the  work  of  reconstruction 
had  been  finished,  they  took  out  a  goodly  sum,  giv- 
ing it  to  the  robbed  nation,  which  had  been 
stripped  by  war,  saying,  'Here  is  money,  to  feed 
you  until  the  next  harvest;  if  it  takes  more,  let  us 
know,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  supply  it,  for  we 
would  much  rather  spend  it  for  food  for  the  hun- 
gry, than  for  futile  preparations  for  war.' 

"Which  of  these  three  nations,  thinkest  thou, 
proved  neighbor  unto  the  one  who  was  robbed 
and  left  half  dead  by  war?" 

And  the  nation  answered  and  said,  "He  that 
fed  and  clothed  it." 

And  Christ,  again  speaking  through  his  church, 
answered  him  and  said,  "Go,  and  do  thou  like- 
wise." 

Floyd,  Va. 


"What  Have  They  Done  With  My  Lord?" 

BY  J.  M.  BOWMAN 

"They  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know 
not  where  they  have  laid  him"  (John  20:  13). 

The  Garden  of  Gethsemane  was  past.  Golgotha 
with  its  agony  of  soul  and  body  was  over.  The 
storm-swept  heavens  were  clear,  and  the  morning 
star  shone  brightly.  Then  was  heard  the  sound 
of  a  woman's  voice,  heartbroken  and  repeating 
in  hopeless  tones:  "They  have  taken  away  my 
Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  they  laid  him." 

In  imagination  one  can  hear  her  say:  "O,  Jesus, 


where    are    you?"    How    her    heart    must    have 
throbbed  in  her  agony  and  grief! 

Thousands  sit  today  at  an  empty  tomb.  They 
cry:  "O  miracle-working  and  prayer-answering 
Jesus,  where  are  you?"  They  have  taken  away  our 
Lord  through  the  taking  away  of  the  preaching  of 
the  old-time  prayer  meetings  and  the  altar  calls. 
Then  saints  bowed;  then  were  held  all-night 
prayer  meetings  for  a  revival  of  spiritual  power. 
Hundreds  were  converted.  "But  now  they  have 
taken  away  my  Lord." 

Mary  was  heart-broken.  She  did  not  care  for 
the  fads,  like  the  husks  the  swine  did  eat.  She 
wanted  the  ambrosia  of  the  Lord's  fullness  in  her 
life.  Jesus,  the  tender  Shepherd,  forgave  the 
vilest  sinner.  He  healed  the  sick,  cast  out  demons, 
raised  the  dead,  and  set  the  captive  free.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  Mary  wept  for  him?  That  she  called 
for  him?  That  she  cried:  "They  have  taken  away 
my  Lord." 

God  knows  the  number  of  Marys  today  who 
stand  before  the  empty  tomb,  mourning  the  need 
of  the  old-time  power  and  the  preaching  of  a 
Christ  not  dead,  but  risen.  Why  take  away  the 
Lord  of  the  Bible?  Many  have  been  weeping  and 
praying  for  the  glory  of  preaching  a  Christ  not 
dead,  but  risen.  Moving  pictures,  a  parish  house, 
chicken  suppers,  preaching  community  uplift  and 
social  reform  do  not  fill  the  empty  void,  nor  still 
the  heart-broken  cry. 

As  day  was  breaking  over  the  garden,  a  form 
clad  with  seamless  dress  appeared.  Mary  heard 
him  say,  "Woman,  why  weepest  thou?" 

Then  she  felt  a  peace  like  the  dawning  of  a 
glorious  day  after  a  storm.  Surely  the  garden 
was  never  so  beautiful  before. 

Listen!  a  voice  resounds  through  the  garden. 
"Mary!"  is  the  one  word  spoken.  She  turns  and 
falls  upon  her  knees.    Her  face  is  radiant  with  joy. 

"Master,  is  it  you?" 

"Yes,  Mary,  it  is  I.  He  who  was  dead  is  alive 
for  ever  more.    And  because  I  live  you  shall  live." 

"Mary,"  she  hears  him  say.  And  oh,  the  sweet- 
ness of  his  voice!  No  sweet-toned  instrument 
could  improve  it;  no  writer  could  express  it;  no 
speaker  could  herald  it  from  the  sacred  desk. 

O  Marys  of  the  Redeemer's  church,  why  not 
cry  out,  in  the  power  of  the  blessed  Holy  Spirit: 
"They  have  taken  away  my  Lord!"  Yes,  it  is  sad! 
He  does  not  have  his  seat  in  the  church,  as  in  Pen- 
tecostal times.  Therefore  pray  for  the  old-time 
blessings  of  the  early  church,  and  until  you  find 
the  Lord.  O  Marys  of  the  church  today,  turn  your 
backs  to  the  empty  tomb  of  the  church  and  face 
the  risen  Lord. 

Harrisonburg,  Va. 
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Strength  for  Climbing 

BY  ARCHER  WALLACE 

The  American  poet,  Arthur  Guiterman,  wrote  a 
poem  in  which  he  turns  from  the  easy  paths  of 
life  and  declares  his  preference  for  difficult  things. 
He  scorns  the  level  plains  and  gentle  valleys  and 
asks,  like  Caleb  of  old,  for  hills  to  climb. 

I  want  my  hills — the  trail 
That  scorns  the  hollow. 
Up,  up  the  ragged  shale 
Where  few  will  follow. 

How  pure  at  vesper-time 
The  far  bells  chiming; 
God,  give  me  hills  to  climb, 
And  strength  for  climbing. 

One  cannot  but  admire  the  healthy,  wholesome 
spirit  in  which  these  lines  are  written.  There  are 
hearts  that  eagerly  respond  whenever  and  wher- 
ever there  is  an  appeal  for  courage.  Some  years 
ago  when  Sir  Ernest  Shackleton  asked  for  volun- 
teers to  join  him  in  an  Antarctic  expedition  where 
terrific  hardships  were  certain,  he  was  deluged 
with  applications.  The  explorer  himself  was 
amazed  when  men  occupying  positions  of  ease  and 
absolute  security  pleaded  for  a  place  in  his  crew. 

There  is  an  instinctive  warning  against  the  per- 
ils of  ease  and  a  well-founded  belief  in  the  salutary 
effect  of  adventurous  living.  If  we  want  to  become 
expert  at  any  game,  we  are  told,  then  we  must 
play  against  those  who  are  masters  at  the  game.  It 
is  utter  folly  to  have  as  opponents  those  whom  we 
can  easily  defeat.  Skill  and  strength  come  from 
brave  battles,  not  from  easy  conquests. 

Do  you  fear  the  force  of  the  wind, 

The  slash  of  the  rain? 
Go  face  them  and  fight  them; 

Be  savage  again, 
Go  hungry  and  cold  like  the  wolf, 

Go  wade  like  the  crane: 
The  palms  of  your  hands  will  thicken, 

The  skin  of  your  cheek  will  tan, 
You'll  grow  ragged  and  weary  and  swarthy, 

But  you'll  walk  like  a  man!  * 

Tropical  climates  have  an  enervating  effect  up- 
on human  physique  and  it  is  equally  true  that  in 
the  realm  of  spiritual  affairs  that  path  of  ease  has 
often  been  a  curse  rather  than  a  blessing.  Some- 
times what  seemed  like  good  fortune,  such  as  some 
vast  improvement  in  their  financial  concerns,  has 
come  to  men,  but  the  material  improvement  has 
meant  the  beginning  of  a  moral  decline.  Spiritual 
life  has  been  sapped  and  moral  resources  have 
crumbled  away. 

It  would  be  folly  to  deny  that  for  very  many  peo- 
ple the  hills  of  life  have  put  a  terrific  strain  upon 
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them.  It  almost  seems  as  if  some  were  not  made 
for  steep  ascents.  They  are  hesitant,  sensitive  and 
easily  discouraged,  and  their  timidity  is  often  mis- 
taken for  cowardice.  Of  some  it  has  been  said  that 
they  pass  through  life  as  one  would  walk  over  a 
path  of  broken  bottles  with  bare  feet. 

After  conducting  a  service  in  a  Canadian  city 
the  writer  was  met  by  a  middle-aged  man  who 
said:  "I  am  not  looking  for  financial  assistance  but 
I  am  so  utterly  discouraged  I  simply  have  to  talk  to 
someone.  Twenty-four  years  ago  I  came  to  this 
country  from  England  with  my  wife  and  two  chil- 
dren. We  were  so  happy  then.  After  a  few  years 
my  boy  died  and  soon  afterwards  his  sister  passed 
on,  and  then,  their  mother.  During  the  severe 
financial  depression  I  lost  my  job  and  sometimes  I 
feel  I  just  can't  carry  on." 

Even  in  such  cases  the  steep  ascent  must  be 
made;  the  hills  must  be  climbed.  Some  of  the 
saddest  pages  of  history  are  those  which  tell  of 
men  and  women  who  sought  escape  from  the 
common  lot  of  mankind  by  flight,  or  seclusion,  or 
in  some  other  way.  There  is  no  such  deliverance. 
But  it  is  here  that  the  message  of  religion  is  most 
heartening.  True  courage  simply  means  strength 
of  heart,  and  this  is  a  basic  truth  of  spiritual  re- 
ligion: "He  shall  strengthen  thine  heart"  (Psa. 
27:  14). 

What  a  delightful  verse  that  is  in  Psalm  110^  7, 
"He  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  therefore 
shall  he  lift  up  the  head."     One  does  not  need 
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much  imagination  to  visualize  that  scene;  a  weary 
traveler  dragging  himself  along  a  highway  in  some 
Oriental  land;  the  intense  longing  for  cool  water 
which  could  refresh  drooping  energies,  then  the 
clear  brook;  how  welcome  it  would  be!  Thirty 
centuries  ago  the  writer  of  that  psalm  understood 
the  ministry  of  religion — it  revives  drooping  ener- 
gies, he  said;  it  redeems  life  from  despair. 

The  German  philosopher,  Nietzsche,  bitterly  as- 
sailed Christianity  because  it  taught  man  to  look 
for  help  from  the  supernatural.  He  wrote  with 
utter  contempt  of  those  who  did  not  dare  to  stand 
alone,  but  had  to  seek  divine  aid.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  great  German  victory  over  France 
in  1871  gave  to  that  country  a  certain  coarse  con- 
ceit and  self-sufficiency  which  the  philosopher  im- 
bibed. When  one  remembers  the  tragic  end  of 
Nietzsche's  own  life  one  wonders  whether  things 
might  not  have  been  different  had  he  leaned  on 
that  strength  which  he  so  completely  despised. 

There  are  hills  to  climb  and  divine  aid  is  obtain- 
able for  all;  that  message  is  at  the  heart  of  all 
Christian  teaching.  There  are  dark  and  lonely 
hours  in  every  life,  and  it  is  a  sign  of  strength 
rather  than  weakness  when  men  frankly  acknowl- 
edge their  need. 

The  Apostle  Paul,  for  many  people,  is  their  ideal 
of  commanding  spiritual  strength,  yet  here  are  his 
own  words:  "At  my  first  defense  no  man  stood 
with  me,  and  strengthened  me,  .  .  .  notwithstand- 
ing the  Lord  stood  with  me."  And  Paul  was  one 
of  a  vast  multitude  who  have  been  gratefully  con- 
scious of  sustaining  grace.    So  again  we  say: 

God,  give  me  hills  to  climb, 
And  strength  for  climbing. 

Toronto,  Canada. 


Disobedient  Parents 

BY  LULA  R.  TINKLE 

Everybody  admires  an  obedient  child.  Every  parent 
is  filled  with  inward  satisfaction  when  the  children 
obey  their  wishes  and  commands.  People  say  that 
obedience  is  a  mark  of  good  training,  and  the  parent 
whose  children  obey  naturally  feels  a  degree  of  suc- 
cess. Willful  obedience  carries  with  it  respect,  and 
again  the  parent  is  pleased  to  be  respected.  So  the 
parent  is  doubly  gratified  by  the  obedience  of  the  child. 

I  wonder  many  times  that  children  obey  as  well  as 
they  do,  when  they  see  so  little  example  of  obedience 
in  their  own  parents.  How  many  times  do  we  parents 
disobey  God's  laws.  Every  day  God  sees  parents  break- 
ing every  one  of  his  ten  commandments.  Every  day 
parents  are  disobeying  the  laws  of  health.  They  suffer 
for  it,  and  so  do  their  children.  How  many  times  our 
Master  must  be  grieved  because  God's  big  children  heed 
not  his  words,  "If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  command- 
ments." Those  are  the  very  words  we  like  to  instill  into 
the  minds  of  our  children.  "Keep  my  commandments." 


Yet  we,  ourselves,  forget  to  obey  so  many  of  the  com- 
mandments given  to  us — 

"Love  one  another." 

"Neglect  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together." 

"Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness." 

"Forgive,  even  as  your  heavenly  Father  forgives  you." 

"Love  your  enemies." 

"Confess  your  faults." 

"Be  thou  faithful." 

"Abhor  that  which  is  evil." 

On  and  on  we  might  go.  Looking  into  the  concor- 
dance, one  finds  there  two  long  pages  of  command- 
ments, given  in  love  for  our  benefit,  that  we  might  be 
happy,  bearing  much  fruit  and  inheriting  eternal  life. 
Yet  daily  all  these  commandments  are  being  broken 
by  those  who  expect  obedience  from  the  little  child! 

Not  only  do  we  break  God's  laws,  but  many  are 
breaking  the  laws  of  our  land.  I  have  seen  parents 
breaking  traffic  laws,  evading  taxes,  violating  labor 
laws,  and  ignoring  school  laws.  If  they  escaped  the  eye 
of  the  police  or  the  government  officials  they  smiled 
about  it.  Disobedient?  Yes.  But  they  expect  their  chil- 
dren to  obey  their  every  wish  and  command.  If  the 
children  follow  the  example  of  these  parents,  which 
they  are  likely  to  do,  of  what  value  will  that  childhood 
obedience  be  when  they  have  grown  into  adulthood? 

Parents,  would  we  not  accomplish  more  if  we  thought 
more  about  showing  ourselves  obedient  to  God's  com- 
mands, and  our  country's  laws,  and  depended  less  upon 
strict  obedience  to  our  every  command  and  wish?  At 
least  we  would  be  better  examples  and  more  deserving 
of  the  respect  and  obedience  we  desire  to  see  in  our 
children. 

You  ask,  "Who  does  obey?"  The  angels  obey.  Legions 
come  at  God's  call.  The  demons  obey  him.  Nature  obeys 
him;  even  the  wind  and  the  sea;  and  the  flowers  lift 
up  their  heads  at  the  call  of  the  sun.  Only  man  does 
not  obey.  And  that  disobedience  is  so  glaring  when 
seen  in  the  lives  of  parents  who  desire  that  they  have 
obedient  children,  but  afford  so  little  example  of  obedi- 
ence in  their  own  lives.  Some  of  these  parents  are  de- 
pending upon  their  unselfish  sacrifices  to  win  the  res- 
pect and  obedience  of  their  children,  and  many  are 
disappointed.  We  will  do  well  to  remember  that  to 
obey  is  better  than  sacrifice.  Close  to  the  heart  should 
be  the  motto,  "Do  not  expect  obedience  from  your  child 
until  you,  yourself,  are  obedient." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


She  Spoke  in  Time 

BY   JULIA   GRAYDON 

She  was  a  young  woman  whose  early  environment 
had  not  been  religious,  but  she  allied  herself  with  those 
who  were  church-minded,  and  tried  to  do  her  best. 

One  day  she  went  to  a  hospital  to  see  a  friend  and  in 
the  same  ward  was  an  old  man  who  seemed  very  unhap- 
py- 

She  tried  to  comfort  him  and  later  his  son  who  had 
come  in  thanked  her  for  speaking  to  his  father  about 
God  and  the  afterlife,  and  then  he  broke  down  and 
cried.  She  asked  him,  too,  if  he  had  made  his  peace 
with  God,  and  he  accepted.  Christ  then  and  there  in 
the  hospital  hall. 

Hers  was  an  opportunity  not  lost. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


*f" 


Brethren  O.  C.  Sollenberger 
and  E.  M.  Wampler  sail  for 
China. 

At  reader's  right,  our  two  mis- 
sionaries on  the  gang  plank; 
at  the  left:  O.  C.  and  E.  M.  with 
other  missionaries. 


Photos  supplied  by 
Dayton  E.  Root. 


When  They  Sailed  for  China 


When  two  of  our  missionaries  sailed  for  China  Bro. 
Dayton  E.  Root  of  Oakland,  Calif.,  wrote  the  mission 
rooms  as  follows — 

The  authorities  were  kind  and  permitted  us  to  go 
alongside  the  ship.  We  had  been  told  that  under  the 
present  circumstances  this  would  not  be  permitted. 

One  of  the  things  that  impressed  us  most  was  the 
number  of  young  missionaries  going  out.  We  made  a 
count  of  the  number  of  missionaries  sailing.  There  were 
seventeen  taking  passage  for  various  fields  of  endeavor. 
Of  this  number  eleven  were  young  people  who  had  nev- 
er been  to  a  foreign  field. 

Bro.  O.  C.  and  Ernest,  and  others  also,  made  the  re- 
quest that  no  names  be  mentioned  in  a  written  report, 
for  reasons  that  the  reader  will  understand.  Conse- 
quently the  names  of  the  ship  and  of  those  sailing  will 
not  be  given. 

There  was  a  Miss  A.,  a  nurse  sailing  for  the  same 
destination  as  our  brethren.  She  is  to  fly  in  over  the 
Burma  Pass.  This  is  her  first  experience  in  the  mis- 
sionary drama.  She  was  radiant,  her  face  glowing  with 
enthusiasm  in  her  eagerness  to  be  away  and  doing  in 
the  service  of  the  kingdom. 

Miss  L.  is  a  medical  doctor,  destined  to  go  to  Thailand. 
There  was  a  calm,  serene  assurance  about  her  bearing 
and  countenance  that  inspired  trust  and  confidence. 
Mrs.  Root  remarked,  "You  would  feel  it  a  special  privi- 
lege to  become  acquainted  with  her." 

Mr.  M.  came  through  from  Chicago.  He  has  just  com- 
pleted his  training,  and  is  headed  for  the  Himalayan 
Mountains  of  India.  He  is  the  exuberant  type,  and 
abounded  with  cheerfulness  and  good  humor.  One  of 
our  party  made  the  remark  that  he  reminded  them  so 
much  of  Leland  Brubaker  in  his  younger  days. 

There  was  in  our  own  missionaries  an  anxiety  to  be 
on  the  way.  They  added  some  extra  provisions  to  their 
equipment  during  the  week  of  delay,  which  consisted 
of  a  good  quality  9x9  tent,  a  set  of  aluminum  ware,  a 
supply  of  A,  B,  D,  and  X  vitamin  tablets. 

They  had  said  that  seasickness  caused  them  much  tor- 
ment and  distress.  We  asked  them  if  they  had  tried 
Mother  Sills  Sea  Sick  Remedy.  They  had  not,  so  we 
went  uptown  and  got  a  supply  for  them.  We  hope  it 
works. 

A  Chinese  missionary  was  to  sail  on  this  ship;  he  care- 
fully supervised  his  baggage  until  it  was  placed  on 
board,  then  left  the  dock,  to  return  just  a  few  minutes 
after  the  anchor  ropes  had  been  cast  off  and  the  boat 
had  begun  to  leave  the  dock.  He  was  excited  as  only 
a  Chinese  can  be.  We  hope  he  had  sufficient  funds  to 
hire  a  launch  to  take  him  out  to  the  ship. 

Calmly  and  wistfully  our  brethren  looked  down  to  us 
from  the  bridge  of  the  ship.  What  a  contrast  were  these 
people  of  God  who  have  elected  to  serve  our  Lord  in  a 
ministry  to   others,   to   the   boisterous,  rowdy,   careless 


company  of  men  standing  near  by,  soldiers  of  fortune,, 
who  had  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  island  possessions. 

As  we  crossed  the  great  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay 
Bridge  we  saw  a  gray  ship  carrying  a  load  of  warriors 
for  God  slipping  under  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and 
heading  for  the  open  sea. 

On  the  next  mail  there  were  letters  from  the  mis- 
sionaries.   The  following  is  gleaned  from  their  letters — 

It  is  now  8:30  o'clock  Wednesday  morning  the  24  th, 
and  we  are  on  the  pier.  The  boat  is  not  as  large  as  some 
boats  we  have  traveled  on  but  it  looks  as  if  it  will  be 
able  to  take  us  where  we  want  to.  go. 

We  are  happy  to  be  starting  back  toward  China.  We 
appreciate  all  that  has  been  done  to  make  our  going 
possible.  Although  we  do  not  know  what  is  ahead  of 
us,  we  have  no  fear  since  our  Lord  and  Savior  has  prom- 
ised to  go  with  us  if  we  do  his  will.  Furthermore,  it 
gives  us  courage  to  know  there  are  so  many  in  the  home- 
land who  are  interested  in  the  work  we  are  going  to  do 
and  will  stand  back  of  us  in  their  prayers. 

Since  here  we  have  been  very  well  taken  care  of  by 
the  Oakland  church  folks.  They  are  a  fine  group  and 
we  appreciate  their  hospitality  very  much.  We  cannot 
write  to  all  the  folks  who  have  written  to  us.  Will  you 
please  put  a  note  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  thank 
them  for  their  encouraging  letters? 

We  will  try  to  write  as  often  as  we  can  and  tell  of  our 
experiences  along  the  way  and  after  we  get  into  our 
field  of  work.  Yours  for  a  better  world  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 


Missionary  Program  for  November 

BY    ESTHER    E.    BEAHM 

Do  you  have  a  hobby?  Throughout  the  ages  men 
have  concentrated  their  activities  in  certain  definite 
areas  of  interest.  The  more  they  learned  of  a  subject 
the  more  pleasure  it  brought  to  them.  This  in  turn  led 
to  special  study  and  making  a  collection  of  articles. 

For  a  long  time  the  subject  of  Hobbies  of  Mission- 
aries has  been  of  special  interest  to  Anetta  Mow,  who 
is  the  executive  secretary  of  our  national  women's 
work.  As  a  result  of  her  inspiration  a  splendid  pro- 
gram on  this  subject  has  come  to  life. 

In  using  this  program  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of 
natural  interest,  for  missionaries  are  interested  in  the 
same  types  of  things  with  which  most  women  deal. 
Who  in  your  group  is  not  already  interested  in  and 
informed  on  the  subject  of  clothing,  food,  plants  and 
trees?     Then  there  are  the  customs,  music  and  art  of 
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other  peoples,  all  of  which  are  intriguing.  To  this  wealth 
of  information  are  added  suggestions  of  appropriate 
hymns,   scriptures  and  poems  for  your  meditations. 

Even  though  the  program  contains  enough  material 
for  a  full  hour's  study  and  enjoyment,  your  own  group 
will  likely  want  to  add  to  it  bits  of  information  they 
have.  If  there  is  time  they  may  want  to  discuss  their 
own  hobbies  and  the  value  of  them. 

Write  at  once  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  Breth- 
ren Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  the  program, 
Hobbies  of  Missionaries,  five  cents. 

Chicago,  111. 


God's  Constraining  Love 

BY  JENNIE  WEBER 

Truly  God  can  and  does  make  even  "the  wrath  of  man 
to  praise  him."  Last  Saturday  I  had  a  friend  come  to 
see  me  for  a  few  hours,  and  she  spoke  of  a  family  well 
known  to  her.  In  fact,  they  were  friends  about  whom 
she  had  often  spoken  to  me.  The  wife  had  been  a 
bright  Christian  but  had  joined  in  marriage  with  a  man 
whose  views  were  not  the  same  as  hers  and  she  soon 
found  out  that  it  would  have  been  better  had  she  not 
been  "unequally  yoked"  because  she  gradually  found 
herself  neglecting  God's  house.  In  spite  of  her  joining 
her  husband  in  his  mode  of  living,  their  married  life 
was  very  unhappy.  There  was  one  daughter,  twelve 
years  of  age. 

One  night  just  as  the  air-raid  warning  was  sounded, 
the  husband  had  turned  the  water  on  upstairs  in  the 
bathroom  for  a  bath  and  had  carried  the  cat  down  to 
the  street  door.  Just  as  he  opened  the  door,  a  bomb  fell 
on  the  doorstep.  The  force  blew  him  through  the  house 
where  he  was  pinned  down.  The  mother  and  daughter 
were  in  another  room  and  they  were  partly  buried,  but 
they  managed  to  keep  their  heads  free.  They  called 
often  for  the  father,  but  no  reply  came.  Finally  the 
mother  told  her  daughter  that  daddy  must  have  been 
killed.  As  the  hours  passed  by,  they  felt  they  would 
never  be  rescued,  and  the  mother  began  to  think  of  her 
heavenly  Father  whom  she  had  often  forgotten.  But  he 
was  still  remembering  her  for  her  little  girl  kept  com- 
forting her  by  telling  her  they  would  soon  be  all  right 
for  God  would  care  for  them  and  deliver  them.  This  he 
did,  for  when  aid  came  and  a  further  search  was  made, 
the  father  was  found.  Each  was  overjoyed  to  find  the 
other  alive.  The  husband  too  had  called  and,  receiving 
no  reply,  felt  sure  his  wife  and  daughter  were  killed. 

Everything  they  possessed  was  gone;  even  the 
clothes  they  had  on  were  torn  off  them  in  rescuing  them, 


but  their  joy  and  gratitude  were  such  that  in  sheer 
thankfulness  they  gave  their  hearts  and  lives  to  God. 
They  said  God  had  to  strip  them  of  everything  to  bring 
them  to  the  place  where  they  could  yield  themselves  to 
him.  Now  I  understand  they  are  where  they  can  truly 
say,  "As  having  nothing,  yet  possessing  all  things." 

Bognor  Regis,  England. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 
Civilian  Public  Service 

In  two  days  discharge  notices  were  written  for  ninety- 
two  men  in  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  who  were 
over  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 

The  Maxwell  Farms  of  Plainfield,  Indiana,  made 
available  to  Camp  Lagro  apples  for  the  picking.  Ralph 
Townsend,  the  assistant  director,  and  two  campers 
picked  twenty-nine  bushels. 

Word  from  Washington  indicates  plans  are  nearly 
completed  for  the  establishment  of  camps  where  men 
classified  in  I-B  or  IV-E  (limited' service)  will  be  given 
medical  and  dental  treatment  to  make  them  eligible  for 
induction  into  the  army  or  assignment  to  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps. 

All  assignees  over  twenty-eight  years  of  age  who  are 
discharged,  together  with  men  who  have  completed  their 
required  service,  will  be  placed  in  a  reserve  status  and 
will  be  subject  to  call  for  work  of  national  importance 
under  civilian  direction  when  and  if  such  comparable 
men  are  again  recalled  for  military  service. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Cordier  on  Sept.  29  lead  a  discussion  at 
Camp  Lagro  on  How  Can  We  Make  Democracy  Work? 
Four  groups  of  men  interested  in  the  various  phases  of 
that  problem  met  to  discuss  them  in  greater  detail. 
Topics  for  consideration  were:  What  Does  Freedom 
Mean?  What  Can  Be  Left  to  the  People's  Choice?  Is 
America  a  Democracy?  What  Is  a  True  Function  of  a 
Minority?  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  discussions  on 
vital  issues  facing  America  and  the  world  today. 

The  City  Council  of  Magnolia  recently  passed  a  reso- 
lution asking  that  all  church  bells  of  the  town  be  tolled 
for  one  minute  nightly  at  eight  o'clock  while  the  Chris- 
tian people  join  their  hearts  in  prayer  to  God  that  war 
might  end  and  peace  reign  on  earth.  The  campers  at 
Camp  Magnolia  decided  in  their  general  meeting  that 
they,  too,  would  join  with  the  people  of  the  town  in 
their  nightly  prayers  and  that  the  bell  on  the  camp 
grounds  would  toll  simultaneously  with  the  church  bells. 

Camp  Stronach  has  organized  men  interested  in  music 
into  a  group  called  The  Gospel  Musicians.    The  Gospel 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  Oct.  25— Nov.  1 


Mrs.  J.  F.  Graybill 


Ever  since  the  year  1911  when  Brother  and  Sister  J.  F.  Graybill  went  to 
Scandinavia,  they  have  identified  themselves  so  closely  with  the  Swedish 
and  Danish  people  that  the  inhabitants  of  these  lands  seem  like  their  own 
kith  and  kin.  The  language  of  Sweden  has  become  their  language  for 
they  speak  it  in  their  home. 

In  the  last  letter  from  Bro.  Graybill  he  expressed  his  joy  at  being  able  to 
visit  the  brethren  across  the  channel,  over  in  Denmark.  In  order  to  receive 
his  visa  he  had  to  overcome  a  number  of  difficulties,  and  after  it  was 
finally  granted  he  found  traveling  much  more  difficult  than  formerly  be- 
cause  of  war  restrictions. 

Our  brethren  in  Scandinavia  find  many  hardships  and  disappointments  in 
their  work  caused  by  the  world  war.  Our  prayers  should  be  constant  in 
their  behalf. 


J.  F.  Graybill 
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Musicians  is  composed  of  two  soloists,  Marvin  Leffel, 
baritone,  and  Helmer  Johnson,  Swedish  tenor;  a  male 
quartet,  Homer  Peters,  John  Bechtelheimer,  John  Riley, 
and  Marvin  Leffel;  and  an  instrumental  trio  composed 
of  John  Riley  playing  the  accordion,  Marvin  Leffel  play- 
ing the  Spanish  guitar,  and  Helmer  Johnson  playing  the 
Hawaiian  guitar.  They  have  already  made  several  ap- 
pearances and  are  booked  for  more. 

National  headquarters  of  Selective  Service  has  an- 
nounced that  by  Jan.  1,  1942,  registrants  will  be  given 
only  one  physical  examination  in  lieu  of  the  system  of 
dual  examinations  conducted  by  local  board  physicians 
and  induction  stations.  The  registrant  under  this  pro- 
cedure will  know,  almost  for  a  certainty,  if  he  passes 
the  first  examination  that  he  will  be  inducted  into  serv- 
ice. This  program  will  relieve  the  burden  on  thousands 
of  private  practitioners  who  have  been  conducting  the 
examinations  of  registrants  for  local  boards  on  a  volun- 
tary basis.  With  the  single  examination  each  state  will 
be  divided  into  districts,  with  an  army  physician  con- 
ducting examinations  of  selectees  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts. In  the  more  congested  areas,  an  examination  sta- 
tion will  function  at  all  times;  while  in  the  sparsely  set- 
tled districts,  the  tests  will  be  given  at  periodic  inter- 
vals. Also  it  is  planned  that  the  period  between  the 
time  of  examination  and  the  time  of  induction  will  give 
registrants  ample  opportunity  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments in  their  financial  and  personal  affairs. 

Several  months  ago,  when  it  became  evident  that 
there  was  a  definite  shortage  of  farm  labor  for  harvest 
work  in  the  area  of  Camp  Lagro,  a  group  representing 
the  farmers  conferred  with  camp  officials  and  the  coun- 
ty agricultural  agent  to  find  a  way  in  which  men  from 
Camp  Lagro  could  help  to  alleviate  the  situation.  After 
much  discussion  and  many  conferences  as  to  the  legality 
and  methods  of  procedure  a  program  was  agreed  upon 
by  all  parties  concerned.  The  program  was  in  operation 
for  some  time  and  proved  very  satisfactory.  Under  this 
plan  a  farmer  requested  men  from  the  camp  director, 
Paul  Bowman,  Jr.,  who  assigned  volunteers  qualified  to 
do  the  work  to  the  farmer  for  the  day  requested.  The 
farmer  furnished  transportation,  noon  meal,  and  paid 
$2.50  per  day  per  man  into  a  fund  which  was  held  on 
deposit  in  a  Wabash  bank.  This  fund  is  to  be  used  for 
a  community  betterment  project.  This  project  was  to 
be  determined  by  a  committee  of  farmers,  Wabash  offi- 
cials, and  the  camp  officials.  A  total  of  ninety-seven 
man  days  were  worked  on  sixteen  different  farms  in 
Wabash  County,  harvesting  corn,  hay,  oats,  and  toma- 
toes. The  total  income  was  $251.35.  The  farmers  were 
pleased  with  the  quality  and  quantity  of  work  done  by 
the  men,  while  the  men  found  real  satisfaction  in  the 
service  they  rendered. 

After  studying  carefully  the  parole  applications  of 
sixty  young  men  in  prison  for  violation  of  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  Act,  national  headquarters  of  Se- 
lective Service  recommended  recently  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  that  fifty-six  of  the  men  be  released  to 
join  the  armed  forces  or  to  take  part  in  civilian  work  of 
national  importance.  Most  of  the  applications  were 
from  men  who  refused  to  register  under  the  Selective 
Service  law  on  the  ground  that  it  was  contrary  to  their 
religious  beliefs.  Since  their  imprisonment  the  fifty-six 
men  whose  paroles  were  recommended  have  asked  to 
serve  the  nation  by  working  under  civilian  direction  on 
projects  of  national  importance  or  have  determined  that 
they  would  forego  their  previous  views  and  enter  the 


military  service.  Because  of  their  change  of  heart,  na- 
tional headquarters  feels  they  should  be  freed  to  make 
their  contribution  in  our  common  defense.  Of  the  fifty- 
six  men  recommended  for  parole,  fourteen  were  recom- 
mended for  parole  to  enter  the  armed  forces  for  general 
military  service,  four  for  noncombatant  service  with  the 
army  and  thirty-five  for  civilian  public  service  camps. 
In  one  case  it  was  recommended  that  the  applicant  be 
paroled  for  such  other  service  as  may  be  established  by 
the  Attorney  General  which  is  in  accordance  with  pro- 
visions of  the  Selective  Service  Act.  The  four  appli- 
cants who  were  denied,  while  anxious  to  be  paroled, 
either  expressed  no  willingness  to  fulfill  their  national 
obligations  or  were  considered  disqualified  for  parole 
for  other  reasons  according  to  Selective  Service  head- 
quarters.   

Clothing 

Sister  Mabel  Winger  Moomaw  of  Anklesvar,  India,  re- 
ports that  groups  of  Indian  women  who  have  been  able 
to  obtain  pounds  of  yarn  are  now  knitting  scarfs  and 
pull-over  sweaters  for  their  people. 

The  La  Verne  and  Oakland  clothing  depots  combined 
have  shipped  to  Shanghai,  China,  from  the  period  Jan. 
1,  1941,  to  Oct.  3,  a  total  of  6,025  pounds  of  clothing.  The 
La  Verne  depot  reports  there  is  another  250  pounds 
waiting  to  be  shipped. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  only  clean  and  mended 
clothing  can  be  used.  From  Philadelphia,  Mrs.  R.  D. 
Murphy  writes  that  some  clothing  has  been  sent  to  1515 
Cherry  Street  which  was  not  usable.  It  is  expensive  to 
ship  clothing  which  must  be  discarded  at  the  clothing 
depot.  

Relief 
John  Barwick  left  by  clipper  for  England  Oct.  7.  He 
plans  to  resume  his  work  with  war  prisoners  and  in- 
ternees in  England.  He  is  to  be  followed  shortly  by  Kur- 
tis  Naylor,  Glen  Austin  and  John  Weaver  who  are  to 
form  the  nucleus  of  a  Brethren  Service  Committee  Re- 
lief Unit  in  England.  They  probably  will  work  with 
John  Kaufman  of  the  Mennonites  who  has  been  doing 
relief  work  in  and  around  London  for  some  time. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Studies  in  the  Christian  Use  of  Money 
Part  IV.     Tithing  in  Christian  Practice 

Scripture:    Psa.  24:1,  2;  2  Cor.  8:9 

Sunday,  November  9 

Note:    This  discussion  is  based  on  the  new  free  leaflet, 

Tithing  in  Christian  Practice  by  H.  F.  Richards.    Order 

as   many   as   you   can  use  from   the   General  Boards, 

Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

1.  Talk:     Love  Is  the  Basis  of  Christian  Living  (see 
pages  3  and  4  of  the  tract. 

2.  Talk:  Tithing  in  the  Old  Law  (pages  4  and  5). 

3.  Talk:  Christian  Love  Towers  Above  Law  (pages  5 
to  8). 

4.  Talk:  Tithing  Helps  (page  8). 
Suggestions  for  discussion: 

1.  Is  Tithing  a  Christian  duty? 

2.  Is  there  a  Biblical  basis  for  encouraging  Christians 
to  follow  tithing  as  a  practice  of  giving? 

3.  Does  tithing  have  inherent  values  to  recommend  it? 

4.  Cite  examples  of  tithing  which  you  think  are  com- 
mendable. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico 
District  Conference 

The  District  of  Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas,  and 
New  Mexico  met  for  its  regular  conference  at  the  Wash- 
ita church  near  Cordell,  Okla.,  Aug.  19-21.  A  varied 
and  inspirational  program  was  presented  by  able  lead- 
ers. The  guest  speakers  were  Bro.  Wang  Tung  from  the 
Elgin  office,  Bro.  Earl  Breon  and  President  W.  W.  Peters, 
both  of  McPherson  College.  Bro.  Wang  Tung  presented 
two  missionary  addresses.  The  offering  for  district  mis- 
sions amounted  to  $61.28.  Brethren  Breon  and  Peters 
delivered  educational  addresses. 

The  ministerial  program  was  based  on  the  theme, 
Deepening  the  Spiritual  Life  in  the  Local  Church, 
Speakers  from  the  district  brought  the  messages  which 
led  to  a  reconsecration  of  the  lives  of  all  people  present. 
Christian  education  was  also  given  a  prominent  posi- 
tion on  the  program,  and  many  helpful  suggestions  were 
given.  All  of  the  various  departments  reported  success- 
ful sessions.  Much  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  in- 
spirational and  successful  camps  which  were  held  ear- 
lier in  the  year  for  the  young  people  and  the  inter- 
mediates. These  were  both  held  at  Camp  Saline  near 
Cleo  Springs,  Okla.,  with  an  attendance  of  thirty-two 
and  thirty-five,  respectively. 

Reports  of  the  business  session  indicated  that  much 
constructive  work  toward  a  better  organization  of  the 
district  was  accomplished.  Eleven  churches  answered 
the  roll  call  with  twenty-one  delegates.  Bro.  D.  J.  Mc- 
Cann  was  moderator  of  the  conference.  Bro.  Russell  G. 
West  was  chosen  as  moderator  for  1942,  with  Bro.  Cleo 
Beery  as  alternate.  D.  J.  McCann  was  elected  Standing 
Committeeman  and  Cleo  Beery  alternate.  Bro.  Ora  I. 
Huston  was  elected  to  continue  in  the  office  of  peace 
counselor  for  the  next  three  years. 

Estimates  indicate  that  more  than  three  hundred  at- 
tended the  conference.  In  1942  the  meeting  will  be  held 
in  the  Big  Creek  church. 

Cordell,  Okla.  Harley  Stump,  Clerk. 


Southern  Missouri  and  Northern  Arkansas 
District  Meeting 

The  sixty-first  annual  district  conference  of  Southern 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  was  held  at  the  Broadwater 
church,  Aug.  18-21.  The  theme  for  the  meeting  was 
The  Church  at  Work. 

An  interesting  program  was  given  each  day  by  mem- 
bers of  the  different  congregations.  The  guest  speaker 
was  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  of  Elgin,  111.  On  Tuesday 
morning  the  program  was  based  on  the  work,  purpose, 
and  ways  of  improving  the  Sunday  school.  Tuesday 
afternoon  there  were  four  different  group  meetings:  the 
young  people,  elders,  women,  and  men.  The  evening 
service  was  a  review  of  the  young  people's  camp  with 
Bro.  Adkins  in  charge.  The  young  people  told  of  the 
benefits  of  the  camp  and  Bro.  Morris  spoke  on  Charac- 
ter Building  Through  Camp  Life. 

On  Wednesday  the  educational  program  was  a  study 
of  how  education  affects  parents,  students  and  ministers. 
The  missionary  meeting  was  held  Wednesday  evening 
— the  missionary  address  was  given  by  Bro.  Fleming  and 
an  offering  taken.  Thursday  brought  the  business  meet- 


ing with  Bro.  Peterson  as  moderator.  Reports  were 
given  on  the  past  year's  work  of  the  different  boards 
and  committees.  Sister  Adkins  reported  that  so  far  our 
district  has  sent  twenty-three  packets  to  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camp.  Bro.  Peterson  was  elected  as 
delegate  on  the  Standing  Committee,  with  Bro.  Adkins 
as  alternate. 

The  conference  was  fortunate  in  having  the  assistance 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Fleming  and  the  help  and  leader- 
ship of  five  elders  of  the  district:  Brethren  Adkins, 
Peterson,  Morris,  Fike  and  Smith. 

A  fine  rain,  ending  several  weeks  of  dry  weather, 
came  on  the  opening  night  of  the  conference.  Clear 
cool  weather  was  enjoyed  the  rest  of  the  week.  Broad- 
water congregation  and  the  sixty-five  visitors  who  at- 
tended conference  experienced  a  spiritual  blessing  and 
fellowship  from  our  association  together. 

Mrs.  Hubert  Swinger, 

Essex,  Mo.  Assistant  Clerk. 


The  100%  Gospel  Messenger  Club  Plan 
As  One  Church  Used  It 

I  have  always  believed  that  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
where  received  and  read,  is  an  invaluable  assistant  to 
any  pastor.  Having  this  conviction  I  have  been  enthusi- 
astic about  any  plan  by  which  our  denominational  paper 
could  be  put  into  more  homes  of  my  congregation.  For 
years  we  sponsored  the  75%  club  plan  by  which  the 
Messenger  could  be  secured  for  $1.25  per  year.  Last 
year,  when  the  unbelievable  offer  of  $1  per  year  was 
made  to  any  church  where  100%  of  the  homes  would 
subscribe,  we  rejoiced  and  got  busy  at  once. 

The  men's  work  club  of  the  Central  church  decided  to 
sponsor  this  project  and  appointed  Bro.  I.  C.  Barnhart, 
who  selected  a  committee  and  directed  the  work.  Here 
is  the  plan  which  was  devised  and  worked:  Believing 
that  some  of  our  poorest  families  would  need  assistance 
we  asked  those  who  had  the  missionary  spirit  to  pay 
the  full  subscription  price  of  $2.  This  is  what  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger  would  cost  for  single  subscriptions  with- 
out any  Club  Plan.  Thirty  people  responded  to  this  ap- 
peal. Quite  a  number  of  others  paid  $1.50  and  $1.25 
each.  One  enthusiastic  man  gave  $8  to  the  project  and 
this  surplus  money  was  used  for  poor  families  who 
could  hardly  afford  the  Messenger  even  at  $1  per  year. 
When  the  results  were  all  in  we  discovered  that  there 
were  220  paid  subscriptions,  twenty-two  subscriptions 
had  been  donated,  all  had  been  paid  for,  and  the  com- 
mittee found  itself  with  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  of  sur- 
plus money  which  was  turned  over  to  the  church  treas- 
urer. As  a  result,  the  Gospel  Messenger  was  going  to 
every  home  of  the  church  (even  the  inactive  members); 
and  furthermore,  an  invaluable  service  had  been  ren- 
dered by  the  contacts  which  these  men  made  in  their 
visitation. 

It  is  not  a  simple  task  to  get  an  every-home  visitation 
in  a  large  church,  but  our  committee  did  the  job.  Credit 
must  be  given  to  an  enthusiastic  chairman  and  the 
hearty  support  of  a  few  other  men.  They  took  their 
jobs  seriously  and  one  after  another  came  back  from 
their  work  with  the  most  enthusiastic  reports.  Inactive 
members,  whom  some  of  us  thought  would  turn  the 
project  down,  received  these  men  warmly  and,  in  most 
cases,  subscribed  to  the  Messenger  willingly.  It  was  a 
revelation  to  us  all.  Naturally  we  are  enthusiastic  about 
the  plan  and  are  anxious  for  the  time  to  launch  it  again. 
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Of  course  there  are  other  ways  of  doing  the  same  job. 
Some  churches  are  putting  this  item  in  their  budget  and 
are  sending  the  Gospel  Messenger  free  to  every  home. 
We  have  discussed  that  plan  and  can  see  merit  in  it. 
Obviously  it  would  greatly  simplify  the  task  and  make 
it  much  easier.  Furthermore,  we  are  convinced  that  it 
would  be  a  good  investment  for  any  church.  Money 
spent  to  put  the  church  paper  in  every  home  will  cer- 
tainly pay  big  dividends  in  interest,  attendance  and 
even  financial  returns. 

Still,  we  are  committed  to  some  modification  of  the 
plan  which  our  men  found  so  satisfactory  last  year.  We 
think  it,  too,  has  some  commendable  features.  In  the 
first  place  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  average  person 
is  more  inclined  to  take  interest  in  that  for  which  he 
has  sacrificed.  If  the  Gospel  Messenger  comes  to  your 
home  after  some  one  has  discussed  its  merits  with  you, 
and  you  have  paid  good  money  for  it,  you  will  be  more 
inclined  to  read  it  week  after  week  than  if  it  comes 
from  an  unknown  source  without  any  effort  on  your 
part.  We  believe  it  is  good  for  those  who  can  do  so  to 
pay  for  their  own  subscriptions.  Furthermore,  and  here 
we  are  inclined  to  be  quite  dogmatic,  there  are  great 
values  from  a  congregation-wide  visitation.  Most  of  our 
people  do  not  visit  each  other  enough,  particularly  in 
our  urban  churches.  The  men  who  made  this  visitation 
for  us  were  enthused  and  inspired.  And  what  is  of 
more  importance,  they  left  a  very  wholesome  influence 
in  the  homes  of  the  indifferent  and  inactive.  Some  of 
our  people  who  had  not  been  to  church  for  years  came 
after  this  visitation.  We  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for 
leading  laymen  to  visit  in  the  homes  of  the  church,  and 
the  Messenger  campaign,  as  we  conducted  it,  offers  a 
splendid  opportunity  to  get  that  done. 

Some  churches  may  prefer  one  plan  and  some  an- 
other. Our  contention  here  is  not  for  the  merits  of  any 
specific  plan,  but  that  the  Gospel  Messenger  be  put  into 
every  home  of  the  church.  Do  it  in  your  own  way,  but 
do  it.  At  last  year's  rate  if  you  have  one  hundred  homes 
all  you  need  is  $100  and  the  correct  addresses  of  your 
people — that's  all.  Get  it  in  your  own  way,  but  get  it. 
And  take  it  from  one  pastor  where  the  plan  has  been 
tried,  it  is  worth  all  it  costs  in  time  and  money.  Yes, 
it's  worth  that  and  infinitely  more. 

Roanoke,  Va.  M.  Guy  West. 


New  Cook  Book  Planned 


Fifty  women  of  the  Home  Builders  division  of  wom- 
en's work  in  the  Highland  Avenue  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren met  last  evening  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  I.  N.  Garber, 
915  Larkin  Ave.  William  Beery,  who  is  active  in  the 
School  of  Maturates,  and  a  member  of  the  well-known 
Allotted-Time  quartet,  sang  three  solos,  The  Rosary, 
My  Savior  Friend,  and  The  House  by  the  Side  of  the 
Road. 

The  group  considered  plans  for  a  new  cook  book  to  be 
issued  by  the  Brethren  Publishing  House.  Omer  B. 
Maphis  told  the  story  of  the  famous  Inglenook  Cook 
Book  first  printed  40  years  ago.  This  book  was  made  up 
of  recipes  sent  in  by  the  practical  cooks  of  the  brother- 
hood and  has  proved  popular  with  all  women  interested 
in  simple  and  wholesome  cooking.  More  than  125,000 
copies  of  this  book  have  been  printed. 

Plans  for  a  new  cook  book  were  presented  by  H.  A. 
Brandt.  He  pointed  out  that  new  foods  have  been  de- 
veloped and  eating  habits  have  changed.     The  recent 


statement  of  Vice-President  Henry  Wallace  to  the  ef- 
fect that  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  do  not  have  good  diets  and  that  forty  million  are 
suffering  from  bad  diets,  gives  point  to  the  development 
of  books  on  economical  and  nourishing  cookery.  The 
general  plan  for  the  new  cook  book  is  similar  to  the 
old  in  that  the  women  of  the  whole  church  will  be  asked 
to  send  in  their  best  recipes  as  judged  in  the  light  of 
current  conditions. 

Refreshments  consisted  of  samples  of  food  prepared 
by  the  women  submitting  recipes  for  the  new  book. 
Hostesses  were  Mrs.  Thomas  Dolby,  Mrs.  James  Fritz, 
Miss  Anetta  Mow  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Shamberger.  The  pro- 
gram was  in  general  charge  of  Mrs.  Carl  E.  Zook,  direc- 
tor of  Home  Builders. — Elgin  Courier  News,  Oct.  8. 


Elder  Daniel  Brumbaugh  Maddocks 

Elder  Daniel  Brumbaugh  Maddocks,  a  leader  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  for  half  a 
century,  and  a  retired  shopman,  for  many  years  a  fore- 
man   of    the    Altoona 
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works,  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company, 
died  Sunday  after- 
noon, Sept.  7.  Bro. 
Maddocks  spent  four 
months  of  this  year  in 
Florida,  and  several 
weeks  ago  had  re- 
turned from  La  Verne, 
Calif.,  where  he  at- 
tended the  Annual 
Conference  of  the 
Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. He  served  on  an 
important  committee 
there.  While  visiting 
with  a  son,  Chester,  at 
his  cottage  at  Sickles 
Corner,  Sinking  Val- 
ley, Bro.  Maddocks 
was  taken  ill  and  re- 
moved to  the  hospital. 
His    death    came    as    a    result    of    pleuropneumonia. 

Bro.  Maddocks  was  very  active  to  the  very  last.  Al- 
ways true  to  his  God,  his  fellow  men,  and  himself,  his 
passing  has  left  a  distinct  loss  which  is  hard  to  accept. 
The  editor  of  the  Altoona  Mirror  very  ably  eulogized 
him  with  the  words:  "He  followed  the  simple  precepts 
of  truth,  loyalty,  integrity,  faith  and  fair  dealing  in  his 
every  trust.  He  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  physical, 
moral,  civic  and  religious  movements.  Above  all,  he 
was  a  devout  Christian,  with  an  unwavering  faith. 
While  his  passing  is  mourned  by  his  family  and  all  as- 
sociated with  him,  his  record  as  an  outstanding  citizen 
and  a  minister  of  the  church  will  ever  stand  as  a  me- 
morial to  his  life  and  work." 

Many  floral  tributes  attested  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held,  as  did  also  a  very  large  representation  of  min- 
isters at  his  funeral  service,  held  at  the  First  church, 
Altoona.  A  delegation  of  shopmen  honored  him  by 
their  presence  at  these  last  rites.  The  pastor,  Elder 
Walter  S.  Long,  noticeably  overcome  by  his  own  sorrow 
at  laying  away  a  very  dear  friend  and  co-worker  with 
God,  nevertheless  delivered  a  masterful  message,  show- 
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ing  the  audience  "how  are  the  mighty  fallen."  Bro. 
Long  stressed  the  faithfulness  of  the  deceased  to  the 
truth  of  Christ.  No  one  was  ever  led  astray  by  his 
teaching.  Bro.  Ardie  Wilt  paid  tribute  also,  liking  to 
think  of  the  one  who  has  left  us  as  having  gone  into 
"another  room."  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  gave  a  brief  but  mem- 
orable tribute,  stressing  especially  that  Bro.  Maddocks 
seemed  like  a  "bridge  between  the  men  who  work,  and 
God."  Even  though  our  brother  held  a  responsible  po- 
sition in  the  local  shops,  he  did  not  say,  "Since  I  cannot 
devote  all  my  time  to  God's  work,  I  shall  not  devote 
any  of  it."  The  presence  of  Elder  James  A.  Sell,  in  his 
ninety-sixth  year,  was  appreciated  as  always.  Truly 
these  two  have  the  record  of  veteran  service  for  the 
church  in  this  district. 

Born  near  Martinsburg,  Blair  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  7, 
1869,  Bro.  Maddocks  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Barnabas 
Maddocks  and  Lydia  Brumbaugh  Maddocks.  Thomas 
Maddocks  was  born  on  May  27,  1834,  in  Derbyshire,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  in  1851.  He,  too,  was  a 
leader  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  this  district,  an 
elder  and  bishop  of  the  church  at  Fredericksburg.  A 
graduate  of  normal  school,  Bro.  Maddocks  was  called  to 
the  ministry  by  the  Roaring  Spring  church  in  1898. 
From  1913  until  1929  he  served  the  Bellwood  church. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  Bro.  Maddocks  was  elder  of  the 
Twenty-Eighth  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  Bell- 
wood  church,  and  Carson  Valley.  He  taught  Sunday 
school  for  forty-seven  years.  He  helped  to  plan  and 
build  several  of  the  local  Brethren  churches,  having 
been  on  the  building  committee  for  the  present  First 
church  edifice,  erected  about  twenty-three  years  ago. 

Bro.  Maddocks  retired  in  1935,  from  the  P.  R.  R.  Com- 
pany. In  1895  he  had  married  Miss  Junie  Brumbaugh, 
daughter  of  David  H.  and  Margaret  Brumbaugh.  To 
them  were  born  two  children,  Daniel  Chester  and  Joseph 
Nason.  For  a  time  the  family  resided  in  Roaring  Spring, 
but  in  1907  moved  to  Altoona.  Joseph  N.  Maddocks  is 
principal  of  the  Altoona  High  School,  and  a  devoted 
worker  in  the  Sunday  school,  having  served  as  a  teach- 
er, and  as  superintendent. 

Bro.  Maddocks  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  1898, 
James  A.  Sell  officiating.  He  represented  his  congre- 
gation many  times  at  district  meeting  and  a  number  of 
times  at  Annual  Conference.  He  designed  and  assisted 
in  erecting  the  Home  for  the  aged  at  Martinsburg,  Pa. 
More  recently  he  did  much  of  the  designing  and  actual 
work  in  installing  a  pipe  organ  at  the  First  church.  His 
sweet  dignity  of  manner  in  his  everyday  living  as  a 
Christian  won  him  many  friends  in  all  walks  of  life. 

Altoona,  Pa.  Ada  C.  Sell. 


Strange  Things  You  Can  Buy 

This  evening  we  heard  a  radio  announcer  advertising 
the  sale  of  defense  savings  bonds  with  these  words, 
"Buy  a  defense  saving  bond.  The  $18.75  that  you  spend 
for  a  $25  defense  savings  bond  will  buy  five  bayonets." 
What  a  picture  that  calls  to  one's  mind!  Five  bayonets 
for  five  soldiers  to  tear  the  entrails  out  of  five  fellow 
men  left  lying  helpless  with  their  life  blood  flowing  out 
on  some  ghastly  battlefield!  Yet  all  such  are  fellow 
men  who  love  life  no  less  than  you  and  I. 

Buy  a  defense  saving  bond!  Buy  some  death,  some 
pain  and  suffering,  some  heartache,  tears,  hunger  and 
privation. 

Wichita,  Kans.  Homer  D.  Kimmel. 


Mrs.  Emma  Eby 

Emma  Eby,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Polly  Landis,  was 
born  near  Phillipsburg,  Ohio,  May  28,  1862.  She  was 
next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  twelve  children. 
When  she  was  about  two  years 
old,  the  family  moved  from  Ohio 
to  Indiana  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  North  Manchester. 
Here  she  grew  to  young  woman- 
hood, taking  advantage  of  the 
educational  opportunities  that 
were  afforded  by  the  public 
schools  of  that  day. 

When  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  she  accepted  Jesus  as  her 
Savior,  uniting  with  the  Eel 
River  congregation  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  On 
Dec.  29,  1883,  she  was  united  in 
holy  matrimony  with  Josiah 
Eby  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  She  with 
her  husband  came  back  to  Ohio  and  began  their  mar- 
ried life  on  the  Eby  homestead  near  Dayton.  This  un- 
ion was  blessed  with  three  children,  Anna  and  Robert, 
who  were  twins,  and  Katherine.  Robert  was  called  to 
his  eternal  home  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

Sister  Eby  and  her  husband  were  duly  installed  into 
the  ministry  at  the  Bear  Creek  church  in  September  of 
1889.  The  greater  part  of  their  active  life  was  given  to 
this  congregation.  They  were  very  substantial  members 
and  found  great  joy  in  the  service  of  their  Master.  Their 
love,  loyalty  and  devotion  to  his  work  led  them  to  make 
many  sacrifices  for  the  furtherance  of  his  kingdom  on 
earth.  This  sacrificial  spirit  was  exemplified  in  the  giv- 
ing of  their  daughter,  Anna,  to  the  foreign  mission  serv- 
ice. 

Sister  Eby  was  very  efficient  in  performing  her  du- 
ties as  a  minister's  wife  and  was  a  great  aid  and  en- 
couragement to  her  husband.  She  was  an  ideal  home- 
maker  and  maintained  one  of  the  most  cultured  and  re- 
fined homes  in  the  community.  The  influence  of  this 
good  mother  shall  continue  to  be  a  blessing  in  the  home- 
land through  the  service  of  her  daughter  Katherine, 
now  Mrs.  Roy  Stebbins,  and  family,  and  it  shall  also 
continue  to  bless  the  homes  of  faraway  India  where 
Anna  has  been  laboring  as  a  missionary  since  1912. 

In  1917  when  Bro.  Eby's  health  began  to  fail  they 
moved  from  the  Eby  homestead  to  Trotwood.  After  a 
prolonged  affliction  Bro.  Eby  passed  away  on  July  28, 
1923.  Sister  Eby  remained  his  widow  until  her  death. 
She  enjoyed  the  fellowship  in  the  Trotwood  church  and 
was  in  attendance  at  the  services  as  long  as  her  health 
would  permit.    She  loved  to  work  in  the  aid  society. 

About  a  year  ago  her  health  began  to  fail  and  she 
went  to  the  home  of  her  daughter  Katherine,  who  with 
her  family  so  lovingly  and  faithfully  cared  for  her  until 
her  death.  Eight  weeks  before  her  death  she  suffered 
a  light  paralytic  stroke.  At  her  request  she  was  anointed 
with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  offi- 
ciated at  this  service.  The  last  week  of  her  life  pneu- 
monia set  in  and  on  Aug.  25,  1941,  she  peacefully  fell 
asleep,  departing  this  life  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  two  months  and  twenty-eight  days.  Though  she 
had  lived  almost  fourscore  years  she  always  remained 
young  in  spirit. 

Those  who  survived  at  her  death  were  her  two  daugh- 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday.  October  26 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Civic  Responsibility  Regarding 
Beverage  Alcohol.— Deut.  5:32,  33;  11:26-28;  Isa.  28: 
1-6;  Hab.  2: 12.  Golden  Text,  Righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation;  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.   Prov.  14:  34. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Use  of  Mon^y  in  Building  the 
Kingdom. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Foundation  Stones. 

Intermediates,  We  Read. 

•       •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Greensburg  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Lewiston  church,  Minn. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Summit  Mills  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Pasa- 
dena church,  Calif. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Peters  Creek  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Harold  Rowe,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Westminster  church,  Md. 

One  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Va.,  Bro. 
Everette  Reed,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  in  the  Shelby  County  church,  Mo.,  Bro. 
Paul  Thompson,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Roy  Teach,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  in  the  Monroe  County  church,  Iowa, 
Bro.  Richard  Burger,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Glendale  church,  Md.,  Bro.  How- 
ard Whitacre,  evangelist  and  pastor. 

One  baptized,  one  received  by  letter  and  one  as  an  as- 
sociate member  in  the  Newton  church,  Kans. 

Three  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Lib- 
erty church,  Tenn.,  Bro.  J.  R.  Jackson,  pastor. 

One  baptized  and  three  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Dia- 
mondville  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  G.  E.  Yoder,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Bach- 
elor Run  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Clarence  D.  Sink,  pastor. 

Eighteen  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the 
Staunton  church,  Va.,  Bro.  Merlin  Garber,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Purchase  Line  house,  Manor  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Bro.  Russell  K.  Showalter,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Garber  church,  Cooks  Creek 
congregation,  Va.,  Bro.  Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  and  four  reclaimed  in  the  Mount  Joy 
church,  Va.,  Sister  Elizabeth  Broughman,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Nine  baptized  and  three  received  on  former  baptism 
in  the  Chippewa  Valley  church,  Wis.,  Bro.  Clarence 
Fike,  evangelist. 


Twenty  baptized,  four  received  as  associate  members 
and  three  reconsecrated  in  the  Ivester  church,  Iowa, 
Bro.  W.  T.  Luckett,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized,  two  awaiting  the  rite,  five  received  on 
former  baptism  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Upper 
Lost  River  church,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Walter  Hartman  of  Annville,  Pa.,  Nov.  30  in  the 
Carlisle  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  James  H.  Beahm,  pastor,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the  West 
Marion  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  C.  H.  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio,  Oct.  27  in  the  Maple 
Grove  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  pastor,  in  the  Mechanicsburg 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  2-16. 

Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  Nov.  10-23,  in 
the  Palmyra  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  I.  E.  Long  of  Buchanan,  Mich.,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the 
Greenville  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Miller  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  Nov.  19  in  the 
Upper  Claar  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck  of  Clymer,  Pa.,  Nov.  9-23,  in  the 
First  church,  Marion,  Ohio. 

Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Nov.  9-23, 
in  the  Bethany  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter  of  Sipesville,  Pa.,  Nov.  2-16, 
in  the  Sipesville  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  John  Good  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  Oct.  20 — Nov.  2, 
in  the  Black  Swamp  church,   Ohio. 

Bro.  F.  S.  Carper  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  Nov.  30  in  the  Flor- 
in house,  West  Greentree  congregation. 

Bro.  Ralph  G.  Raxick  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Nov. 
9-23,  in  the  Elkhart  Valley  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Oct. 
26— Nov.  9,  in  the  Mill  Creek  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Russell  G.  West  of  Pampa,  Tex.,  in  the  Big 
Creek  church  near  Cushing,  Okla.,  Oct.  27. 

Bro.  Graybill  Hershey  of  Manheim,  Pa.,  Nov.  9  in 
the  Frystown  house,  Little  Swatara  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  A.  H.  Miller  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  in  the 
Bareville  church,  Conestoga  congregation,  Pa.,  Nov.  10. 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  20 — 
Nov.  2,  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Ind.;  Nov.  3-16,  in 
the  East  Fairview  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Middle  Missouri  has  chosen  Eld.  Ira  Witmore  as 
Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Confer- 
ence with  Eld.  W.  R.  Argabright  as  alternate. 

Bro.  Chas.  A.  Miller  changes  his  address  from  Garnett, 
Kans.,  to  134  Main  St.,  Sabetha,  Kans.  He  will  serve 
the  Sabetha  and  Rock  Creek  congregations  and  expects 
the  same  kind  of  delightful  fellowship  in  Northeastern 
Kansas  that  he  had  with  the  Pleasant  View  church  in 
Southwestern  Kansas. 
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Bro.  G.  A.  Cassel  of  Ashland,  Ohio,  changes  his  ad- 
dress for  the  winter  to  Archer  Apts.,  Nebraska  Ave., 
Weslaco,  Texas. 

We  accept  the  invitation  of  Brother  and  Sister  Joseph 
Claar  of  the  Claysburg  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 
to  rejoice  with  them.  They  had  a  golden  wedding  Oct.  8. 

The  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond 
Conference  from  Oklahoma,  Panhandle  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  is  Eld.  D.  J.  McCann,  with  Eld.  Cleo  C. 
Beery  as  alternate. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Miller,  recently  returned  from  his  Twin 
Falls,  Idaho,  pastorate  and  now  active  in  the  evangelis- 
tic field,  has  established  his  permanent  address  at  826 
High  St.,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Bro.  W.  Glenn  McFadden,  pastor  of  the  Michigan  City 
church  of  Northern  Indiana,  thought  it  was  time  for 
the  whole  family  to  see  the  Publishing  House.  It  was 
and  they  saw  it  and  we  were  glad. 

Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  is  speak- 
ing this  evening  and  tomorrow,  Oct.  26,  at  the  Spring- 
field church  of  Northeastern  Ohio.  It's  harvest  and 
home-coming  time.  "This  is  an  invitation  to  you." 

Middle  Indiana  has  chosen  Elders  Edward  Kintner, 
W.  C.  Stinebaugh  and  T.  A.  Shively  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegates  to  the  Richmond  Conference,  with 
Elders  H.  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  Ray  E.  Zook  and  T.  G.  Weaver 
as  alternates. 

Governor  George  A.  Wilson  of  Iowa  believes  that  the 
church  is  the  heart  of  the  community.  That  is  what  he 
told  our  men  of  the  Ivester  church  recently  in  an  ad- 
dress which  was  eloquent  not  for  its  fine  phrasing  alone 
but  because  it  had  the  ring  of  sincerity. 

Bro.  B.  F.  Snyder  of  Quincy,  Ohio,  wishes  to  thank 
his  many  friends  for  remembering  him  on  his  birth- 
day, Oct.  10,  when  he  was  eighty-one.  He  has  to  use  a 
crutch  and  cane  for  walking  but  his  eyesight  and 
hearing  are  good.  "He  had  the  privilege  of  preaching 
the  Sunday  following  his  birthday  and  a  very  good 
sermon  it  was,"  says  his  daughter.  After  Nov.  1  his 
address  will  be  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

One  of  those  passengers  on  the  same  boat  with  O.  C. 
Sollenberger  and  Ernest  Wampler  (see  Personal  Men- 
tion last  week)  "is  a  Hindu  merchant  who,  when 
crossing  the  Pacific  some  months  ago,  was  shipwrecked. 
He  with  several  others  drifted  for  twenty-three  days 
in  a  lifeboat,  finally  coming  to  the  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica. Many  of  his  party  died  and  others  were  very  sick 
when  rescued.  This  man  divided  up  the  cloth  of  his 
turban,  trying  to  protect  his  fellow  passengers  from 
the  heat  of  the  sun."  Wouldn't  you  like  to  write  a  moral 
to  this  story? 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

The  Leamersville  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania  has 
an  all-day  meeting  of  "dedication  services"  tomorrow, 
Oct.  26. 

We  have  a  request  for  two  more  copies  of  Brum- 
baugh's History  of  the  Brethren.  If  you  have  a  copy 
or  copies  for  sale  please  write  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  111. 

The  love  feast  in  the  Sidney  church  of  Southern  Ohio, 
announced  for  tomorrow  evening,  Oct.  26,  was  held  last 
Monday  evening,  the  20th,  at  the  close  of  the  evan- 
gelistic meeting  by  Bro.  C.  Walter  Warstler. 


In  the  Home  Department  Quarterly,  the  lessons  for 
Oct.  19,  26  and  Nov.  2,  the  pages  containing  the  lesson 
notes  and  discussion  are  reversed.  Such  errors  in  print- 
ing are  regrettable  but  they 'sometimes  occur. 

The  Big  Creek  church,  three  and  one-fourth  miles 
west  of  Cushing,  Okla.,  will  have  a  home-coming  with 
basket  dinner  and  an  afternoon  guest  speaker  tomor- 
row, Oct.  26.  At  the  morning  service  the  new  Brethren 
Hymnals  will  be  dedicated.  "All  neighboring  churches 
and  former  members  are  invited." 

By  Oct.  17,  1941,  no  district  of  the  brotherhood  had 
responded  completely  in  sending  the  Annual  Report  of 
churches  to  the  Elgin  office  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1941.  The  first  district  to  report  completely  will  be  an- 
nounced in  the  Messenger.  There  should  be  a  report 
from  every  church  of  the  brotherhood. 

The  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Fostoria,  Ohio,  will  have  its 
annual  home  day  with  basket  dinner  next  Thursday, 
Oct.  30.  Bro.  Orville  Noffsinger  will  bring  the  morning 
message;  Bro.  Clarence  Bowman  will  speak  in  the  after- 
noon. There  will  be  special  music.  "A  hearty  welcome 
awaits  all  from  Northwestern  Ohio  and  any  others  who 
wish  to  be  with  us." 

The  Antioch  church  of  Southern  Virginia  will  have 
a  home-coming  and  dedication  service,  with  basket  din- 
ner, Nov.  2.  Addresses  are  scheduled  for  morning  and 
afternoon  by  Brethren  J.  Cephas  Flora  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
H.  W.  Peters  of  Spray,  N.  C,  S.  H.  Flora  of  Bassetts,  Va. 
"All  former  members  and  friends  as  well  as  other  con- 
gregations are  invited." 

The  Lancaster  City  church  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
celebrates  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  organization 
tomorrow,  Oct.  26.  The  morning  sermon  will  be 
preached  by  Pastor  B.  F.  Waltz  of  Germantown.  The 
afternoon  will  be  devoted  largely  to  history  and  rem- 
iniscenses,  the  principal  address  given  by  Bro.  H.  B. 
Yoder  of  Lancaster.  "The  public  is  invited." 

The  Chambersburg  church  of  Southern  Pennsylvania, 
having  acquired  and  improved  the  Salem  meetinghouse 
and  grounds  four  miles  north  of  Chambersburg  on  high- 
way 333,  will  have  a  home-coming  there  Nov.  2.  Serv- 
ices at  11:00,  2:30  and  7:30,  with  a  fellowship  meal  at 
noon.  Services  also  each  evening  there  Oct.  30  to  Nov. 
4,  leading  up  to  the  Chambersburg  love  feast  Nov.  5.  "All 
invited  to  all,  with  special  emphasis  on  the  Salem  home- 
coming." 

New  cook  book  sentiment  is  all  for  the  adventure. 
"I'm  heartily  in  favor  of  a  new  cook  book  made  up  by 
the  ladies  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,"  writes  Mrs. 
Heckman  of  Polo,  111.  May  we  take  this  means  of 
thanking  those  who  have  sent  expressions  of  how  they 
feel  about  the  project.  Now  for  something  practical, 
see  page  32  for  a  convenient  form  on  which  you  can 
send  in  a  new,  revised,  or  old  favorite  recipe.  See  page 
14  for  the  story  of  what  some  home  builders  did. 

The  Adult  Discussion  Outline  for  Nov.  9  is  on  page 
12  in  this  Messenger.  The  Church  at  Work  matter 
scheduled  for  the  current  paper  could  not  be  prepared 
in  time.  Meanwhile  the  perplexed  editors  shed  few 
tears  since  they  were  thus  permitted  to  print  a  larger- 
than-usual  installment  of  the  mountain  of  news  threat- 
ening to  overwhelm  them.  Patient  readers  of  the 
Church  at  Work  section  will  find  some  compensation  for 
this  week's  brevity  in  the  fact  that  next  week's  Church 
at  Work  materials  will  spill  over  into  the  General  For- 
um rather  heavily. 
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Appreciation  of  Elder  W.  M.  Wine 

For  many  years  Bro.  W.  M.  Wine  had  been  one  of 
the  outstanding  leaders  of  the  brotherhood,  and  es- 
pecially of  his  own  state  district,  Eastern  Maryland. 
He  will  be  sadly  missed  by  hosts,  and  especially  by 
the  folks  of  the  Bethany  congregation,  Delaware. 

Born  in  Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  in  1861,  he 
passed  rapidly  through  the  elementary  schools  to  re- 
ceive a  certificate  to  teach.  At  this  time  he  entered 
Bridgewater  College  and  five  years  later  we  hear  of  his 
teaching  in  the  college.  In  1899  he  was  called  to  the 
principalship  of  Maryland  Collegiate  Institute,  Union 
Bridge,  Maryland,  and  held  this  position  till  1913,  when 
he  resigned  and  went  to  Woodside,  Delaware,  where 
he  became  a  noted  fruit-grower.  Maryland  Collegiate 
Institute  later  became  known  as  Blue  Ridge  College, 
located   at   New  Windsor,   Maryland. 

Brother  Wine  in  the  early  years  of  his 
life  gave  his  heart  to  God,  uniting  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  the  year 
1894  he  was  called  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Word.  In  1904  he  was  ordained  to  the 
eldership  at  Pipe  Creek,  Maryland. 

Our  brother  was  married  twice:  first  to 
Rachel  Wine  by  whom  one  child,  Albert, 
was  born.  Sister  Rachel  lived  with  him 
but  a  few  years  and  passed  to  her  re- 
ward. Feb.  23,  1892,  he  was  married  to 
Sister  Tillie  Blough  of  Somerset,  Pa.  Sis- 
ter Tillie  and  her  seven  children  and  the 
son  by  his  first  wife  survive  today. 

Some  of  us  who  knew  Brother  Wine  well 
can  think  of  him  in  three  ways.  We  pass 
over  his  being  a  good  farmer  and  a  good 
citizen.  First,  we  think  of  him  as  a  good 
friend  gone.  He  was  a  friendly  personality 
and  left  many  friends.  He  loved  people 
and  they  reciprocated  his  love.  In  discus- 
sion or  debate  he  was  strong,  and  was 
quick  in  repartee.  Many  will  long  laugh 
at  his  witticisms,  for  they  were  clean  and 
innocent. 

Second,  we  think  of  him  as  a  teacher. 
His  students  all  admitted  that  he  had  tact  and  skill  as 
a  teacher  and  made  them  work  as  only  a  skillful  teach- 
er is  able  to  do.  He  seemed  a  born  psychologist  and 
he  knew  methods  of  teaching  and  was  therefore  also 
a  good  disciplinarian.  Hundreds  of  his  boys  and  girls 
now  grown  to  and  beyond  middle  life  are  men  and 
women  of  influence  in  both  church  and  state. 

Moreover,  as  principal  of  the  Maryland  Collegiate 
Institute  he  was  considered  able  and  efficient,  and  that 
in  spite  of  having  assistant  professors  far  better  edu- 
cated than  he.  He  thus  retained  the  confidence  of 
students  and  the  trustees  of  the  school  for  fourteen 
years. 

In  the  third  place,  we  think  of  him  as  a  preacher 
of  rare  ability  and  power.  He  would  rise  to  speak, 
after  the  devotional  hour,  and  stand  awaiting  com- 
plete silence.  Then  slowly  and  calmly,  yet  thought- 
fully, he  proceeded  in  his  discourse,  growing  every 
moment  in  power  and  often  in  eloquence,  climaxing 
in  a  powerful  appeal  within  twenty  minutes.  He  was 
never  noisy  or  boisterous;  he  never  got  lost  in  the 
woods.  Rather,  he  knew  where  he  was  going  and  he 
went  straight  toward  his  goal  methodically  and  logical- 


ly. Many  years  ago  I  considered  him  truly  a  fine  preach- 
er, one  able  to  say  more  in  twenty  minutes  than  some 
of  us  could  say  in  forty.  I  believe  this  view  was 
shared  at  the  time  by  many  others  too. 

During  the  last  twenty-eight  years  of  his  life,  along 
with  farming  well,  he  gave  himself  to  his  people  in 
the  Bethany  congregation,  Delaware.  Many  friends 
bear  witness  to  the  grace  and  power  with  which  he 
ministered  to  them,  his  being  a  free  ministry.  It  was 
free,  and  therefore  also  was  with  power,  seeing  he 
was  wholly  unselfish  in  it.  He  preached  continuously 
until  two  Sundays  before  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  not  far  from  his  own  church. 

The  Bethany  congregation  is  a  monument  to  his 
memory.  For  some  years  he  was  also  presiding  elder 
over  the  Denton  and  Green  Hill  congregations,  Mary- 


Brother  and  Sister  W.  M.  Wine 

land.  His  fellow  ministers  of  Eastern  Maryland  appre- 
ciated his  presence  and  advice  in  all  their  councils. 
When  shall  we  see  his  like  again? 

Funeral  services  at  the  house  by  Elder  N.  J.  Miller;  at 
church  by  the  writer  from  the  text,  2  Tim.  4:6-8,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  friends  and  admirers. 
Thus  an  inspiring  life  was  laid  down.  His  memory  will 
be  green  in  our  hearts  for  many  a  year. 

Children  surviving  are:  Albert  C,  Columbus,  Ohio; 
Bessie  M.  Baker  and  Ruth  E.  Hatch  of  Bridgeville, 
Delaware;  Ira  V.,  Wilmington,  Delaware;  Ralph  W., 
Woodside,  Delaware;  Emory  C,  Wichita,  Kansas;  Helen 
A.  Franz,  Baltimore,  Maryland;  Mary  M.  Cool,  Wyo- 
ming, Delaware.  These  children  are  living  creditable 
lives  and  are  factors  in  the  good  life  of  their  respec- 
tive communities. 


Baltimore,  Md. 


I.  S.  Long. 


Mrs.  Emma  Eby 

Continued  From  Page  15 
ters:     Anna  Lichty  who  with  her  husband,   Dan,  are 
now  in  their  last  term  of  service  on  the  mission  field  at 
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Anklesvar,  India;  and  Katherine  Stebbins  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  with  her  husband,  Roy,  and  the  three  grandchil- 
dren, Mary  Ellen,  Billy  and  Patricia  Stebbins.  There 
were  also  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Will  Miller  of  near  Trotwood, 
Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Miller  of  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
Just  one  week  after  Sister  Eby  passed  away,  her  sister 
Sarah,  who  had  also  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke,  passed 
on.  There  is  also  one  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Lydia  Landis 
of  North  Manchester,  Indiana,  a  number  of  nieces  and 
nephews  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Aug.  28  at  the  Bear  Creek 
church.  Bro.  Jesse  Noffsinger  conducted  the  service  in 
the  home  and  Brethren  E.  R.  Fisher  and  Parker  M.  Fil- 
brun  at  the  church.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  beside 
her  husband  in  the  Bear  Creek  cemetery. 

Notice  of  Sister  Eby's  death  was  sent  to  Anna  in  India 
by  cablegram  and  forty-eight  hours  later  a  reply  came 
bearing  this  message,  "Rev.  14:13."  Bro.  Fisher  used  it 
as  his  text  for  the  funeral  sermon.  "And  I  heard  a 
voice  from  heaven  saying  unto  me,  Write,  Blessed  are 
the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth:  Yea, 
saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors; 
and  their  works  do  follow  them." 


Dayton,  Ohio. 


Parker  M.  Filbrun. 


Naomi  Tyson  Kulp 


Naomi  Tyson  Kulp  was  born  in  East  Vincent  Town- 
ship in  northern  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  March 
15,   1862.     She  died  at  her  home  near  the  Coventry 
church,   two   miles   from  Potts- 
town  on  April  30,  1941. 

She  was  the  daughter  of 
Abram  and  Elizabeth  Keyser 
Tyson  who  were  members  of  the 
Coventry  Mennonite  church.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  mother 
became  a  member  of  the  Coven- 
try Church  of  the  Brethren.  A 
few  years  later  she  married 
Aaron  K.  Kulp  and  for  the  most 
of  their  married  life  they  lived 
on  a  large  dairy  farm  in  the 
Coventry  district.  Her  husband 
also  carried  on  for  many  years  a  large  feed  and  farm 
machinery  business  in  Pottstown.  He  died  in  1924.  A 
year  before  his  death  they  had  retired  and  built  a  house 
near  the  Coventry  church. 

She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living.  All  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Their  children  are:  Clarence  A.  Kulp,  at 
present  in  charge  of  the  AAA  office  for  Chester  County. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  serving  the  Coventry 
church  in  a  number  of  capacities — as  trustee,  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  men's  Bible  class  teacher; 
Mrs.  Ruth  Kulp  Glasier,  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools,  now  living  on  a  farm  near  Denver;  M. 
Elizabeth  Kulp — at  home,  active  in  church  and  com- 
munity affairs;  H.  Stover  Kulp,  missionary  to  Nigeria, 
Africa;  C.  Rudolph  Kulp,  who  has  a  large  modern  dairy 
on  the  home  farm  and  who  is  a  leader  in  farm  circles 
in  Chester  County;  Mrs.  Esther  Kulp  Clark,  who  is  a 
teacher  in  the  North  Coventry  High  School.  There  are 
eleven  living  grandchildren  and  one  great-granddaugh- 
ter. 

Mother  was  always  interested  in  education  and  teach- 


ing. All  her  children  had  an  opportunity  for  a  good 
education.  Her  own  desire  to  teach  was  in  part  fulfilled 
after  they  had  retired  from  the  farm.  For  fifteen  years 
she  was  the  capable  teacher  of  the  women's  Bible  class 
at  Coventry.  She  had  taught  in  her  younger  days  in  the 
Sunday  school  of  the  Mennonite  church. 

Her  religious  life  was  simple,  sane  and  sincere.  She 
was  a  woman  of  prayer.  She  took  an  active  part  in  the 
community  affairs.  At  the  time  of  her  death  she  was 
the  senior  deaconess  at  Coventry.  She  was  an  active 
member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  from  the  very  beginning  of 
that  organization.  She  read  widely  and  her  interest 
was  world  wide.  From  the  beginning  she  had  taken  an 
interest  in  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the  church.  A 
son  born  the  year  that  work  was  begun  in  India  was 
named  for  the  pioneer  missionary  to  that  field. 

Mother  was  laid  to  rest  on  a  beautiful  Sunday  after- 
noon, May  4,  1941,  in  the  East  Coventry  Mennonite 
cemetery  beside  the  little  church,  now  no  longer  used  as 
a  house  of  worship,  where  she  first  worshiped  and  where 
she  had  her  first  Sunday-school  teaching  experience. 

Bro.  Trostle  Dick,  her  pastor,  had  charge  of  the 
funeral  service.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  G.  Nyce  of 
Harmonyville.  Two  of  her  favorite  selections  were 
sung  at  the  service:  The  City  Four  Square  and  the  an- 
them, Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple. 

Huntingdon,  Pa.  H.  Stover  Kulp. 


Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

On  Nov.  8,  1891,  Etta  Burkholder  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to 
William  Flora  at  the  home  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Burk- 
holder, Greene,  Iowa.  The  marriage  vows  were  solemnized  by 
Elder  Harvey  Eikenberry,  then  principal  minister  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Greene,  Iowa.  They  began  housekeeping  on 
the  Abraham  Flora  farm  one  mile  west  of  Greene.  The  greater 
part  of  their  time  was  spent  on  farms  around  Greene  until  No- 
vember 1919  when  they  moved  with  their  family  to  Stanley,  Wis., 
where  they  have  resided   since. 

Both  Brother  and  Sister  Flora  had  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  several  years  before  their  marriage  and  have  con- 
tinued constant  in  their  faith.  They  were  ordained  to  the  office 
of  deacon  in  1906  with  Elder  William-  H.  Eikenberry  officiating. 

On  Aug.  17,  1941,  at  their  home  in  Stanley,  Wis.,  they  cele- 
brated the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  marriage.  The  time  of 
the  celebration  was  early,  it  being  impractical  to  meet  on  the 
actual  anniversary  date.  About  112  relatives  and  friends  from 
five  states  came  to  rejoice  with  the  couple.  Four  relatives  were 
present  at  the  anniversary  celebration  that  were  present  at  the 
wedding  fifty  years  before.  Many  neighbors  and  friends  pre- 
sented a  profusion  of  most  beautiful  flowers  as  a  gift  of  appre- 
ciation for  the  neighborly  association  they  have  experienced  with 
the  Floras.    A  cash  gift  was  also  made  up  and  presented  by  the 
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friends.  A  large  decorated  cake  was  presented  to  them  and 
near  the  close  of  the  day  Mrs.  Flora  cut  it  with  the  same  knife 
with  which  she  cut  her  wedding  cake  fifty  years  before.  This 
knife  was  also  used  during  the  early  housekeeping  days  and  is 
still  one  of  her  treasured  possessions. 

Brother  and  Sister  Flora's  family  consists  of  six  children,  four- 
teen grandchildren,  three  great-grandchildren,  three  sons-in-law 
and  two  daughters-in-law.  All  were  present.  The  hand  of  God 
has  granted  this  family  a  wonderful  blessing  in  that  death  has 
not  yet  touched  it  throughout  all  the  fifty  years  together. 

Predominating  in  the  minds  of  the  children,  on  this  day  of 
celebration,  were  thoughts  of  the  Christian  influence  under  which 
they  were  privileged  to  grow  up.  The  mark  of  this  influence 
will  be  everlasting  and  it  is  a  blessing  for  which  all  are  pro- 
foundly thankful.  Through  all  of  the  trials  and  hardships  of  life 
in  this  troubled  world  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  achievements 
of  fifty  years  of  wedded  companionship  is  in  having  maintained 
the  shadow  of  the  Spirit  of  God  over  the  growing  family.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  much  prayer  and  a  great  devotion  to  God. 
For  fifty  years  they  have  walked  hand  in  hand  through  the  sun- 
shine and  the  shadows  with  the  same  affection  for  each  other 
with  which  they  started  out  together,  and  with  their  aims  fixed 
steadfastly  on  the  life  everlasting  with  their  heavenly  Father. 
May  God  bless  them  still  more  abundantly. 

Hutchinson,  Kans.  Darrell  E.  Flora. 


ing  in  England,  France,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Turkey,  Syria,  Pales- 
tine, Trans-Jordania   and  Egypt. 

During  all  theae  years  Mrs.  Lear  has  been  a  constant  assist- 
ant in  the  work.  Even  now,  crippled  as  she  is  from  a  terrible 
auto  accident  in  1931,  she  carries  her  part  of  the  program  in  the 
busy  life  of  the  pastor.  She  served  three  years  as  president  of 
the  women's  department  of  the  Church  Federation  in  Chicago, 
and  served  the  Chicago  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  nineteen 
years  as  the  official  delegate  to  the  City  Church  Federation. 

The  above  is  evidence  of  intensive  as  well  as  extensive  serv- 
ice for  God  and  humanity  through  the  years.  The  work  of  these 
faithful  ones  is  greatly  appreciated  in  the  Glendora  church. 
May  our  Father  give  them  many  years  yet  in  which  to  render 
valuable  service.  And  may  their  lives  be  crowned  with  happi- 
ness and  success. 


Glendora,   Calif. 


A.   J.   Sollenberger. 


Observe  Golden  Wedding  Day 

Completing  fifty  years  of  happily  married  life,  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  W.  Lear  celebrated  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
marriage  on  Aug.  16,  1941,  in  the  parsonage  of  the  Glendora 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  It  was  a  memorable  occasion  when 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  Lears  welcomed  about  200 
friends  who  were  happy  to  extend  congratulations  and  good 
wishes. 

There  were  twenty  beautiful  floral  pieces  presented,  thus  show- 
ing the  love  and  regard  for  the  worthy  couple.  Appropriate 
gifts  also  were  given.  The  color  scheme  in  decorations  was 
white  and  gold.  The  ladies  of  the  church  provided  delicious  re- 
freshments. 

An  impressive  service  was  held  in  which  Brother  and  Sister 
J.  C.  Whitmer  spoke  of  incidents  occurring  on  the  day  of  the 
wedding.  Mrs.  D.  L.  Forney  and  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Shock  of  La  Verne,  parishioners  of  Bro.  Lear 
while  in  Illinois,  gave  experiences  of  those  years. 
Bro.  Grant  McGuire,  pastor  of  Pasadena  church, 
spoke  for  the  Bethany  Seminary  students,  Dr. 
D,  W.  Kurtz  for  Bethany  faculty,  Bro.  Edgar 
Rothrock  represented  the  general  brotherhood, 
and  Bro.  A.  D.  Sollenberger  the  local  church. 

Mrs.  Robert  Netzley  sang  Silver  Threads 
Among  the  Gold.  The  Misses  Barbara  Grant 
and  Lucille  Baker  sang  a  duet. 

Brother  and  Sister  Lear  have  lived  and  served 
intensively  through  those  fifty  years,  as  the  fol- 
lowing will  evidence.  Their  marriage  occurred 
in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lear's  sister,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Whitmer,  near  Virden,   111.,  Aug.   16,   1891. 

Bro.  Lear  taught  public  school  seven  years. 
He  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  the  Macoupin 
Creek  church,  Illinois,  in  1898.  Their  pastoral 
work  was  begun  in  1902  in  the  Cerro  Gordo 
church,  Illinois,  serving  there  ten  years.  They 
then  took  the  pastorate  in  the  church  at  De- 
catur, serving  there  seven  years,  missing  one 
year  to   finish   college,   1918-1919. 

Bro.  Lear  then  served  the  Chicago  church  as 
part-time  pastor  for  three  years  while  finishing 
at  the  seminary.  He  began  teaching  in  the  sem- 
inary in  1922  and  was  connected  with  Bethany 
as  professor  of  practical  theology  and  rural  soci- 
ology until  the  summer  of  1938.  At  the  death  of 
Eld.  E.  B.  Hoff,  Eld.  J.'  W.  Lear  was  elected  as 
dean  of  the  seminary.  On  account  of  the  ill- 
health  of  Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand,  Bro.  Lear  was  acting  president  of 
the  seminary  one  year. 

He  was  also  director  of  the  Council  of  Promotion  and  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  General  Boards  from  1923  until  1933,  spend- 
ing full  time  during  the  summer  months  and  part  time  during 
the  school  sessions. 

The  fall  of  1938  Bro.  Lear  resigned  from  the  faculty  at  Beth- 
any and  took  up  the  pastorate  with  the  Glendora  church  in 
California. 

From  1901  until  the  present,  besides  pastoral  and  teaching 
work,  he  has  held  eighty-six  revival  services  and  Bible  institutes 
in  the  churches  of  fourteen  states,  and  assisted  in  the  programs 
in  seventeen  camps. 

Bro.  Lear  was  elected  member  of  Standing  Committee  of  Gen- 
eral Conference  seven  times;  was  writing  clerk  of  Conference 
two  times,  reader  on  three  occasions,  and  was  moderator  once. 
He  also  served  ten  years  as  member  of  the  General  Education 
Board   of  the   brotherhood. 

In  1935  Bro.  Lear  spent  the  summer  in  Europe  and  Asia  tour- 


Women's   Work   Meeting,    Southern    Illinois 

Saturday  morning,  Aug.  23,  the  women  of  Southern  Illinois  met 
at  the  Astoria  church  in  business  session  with  our  president,  Sis- 
ter S.  J.  Snell,  presiding.  Sister  John  Wieand  of  Decatur  had 
charge  of  the  music.  Sister  Lester  Fike  of  Astoria  led  in  the  de- 
votional service. 

The  report  of  the  district  secretary-treasurer  showed  that 
$268  had  been  given  for  the  national  project,  $66.50  for  our  dis- 
trict project  and  $28.44  for  relief  the  past  year. 

Representatives  from  all  of  our  organized  women's  work 
groups,  twenty  in  number,  were  present  and  delegates  from 
these  groups  gave  very  interesting  reports. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Studebaker  of  Bethany  Hospital  was  present  and 
gave  information  concerning  the  hospital.  A  number  of  our 
churches  responded  to  the  call  for  canned  fruits  and  vegetables 
for  the  hospital.     Several  barrels  had  already  been  sent. 

Sister  M.  A.  Whisler  of  Oak  Grove  was  elected  vice  president. 
Sister  I.  J.  Gibson  of  Astoria  director  of  missions  and  Sister 
Galen  T.  Lehman  of  Springfield  director  of  home  builders,  each 
for  a  term  of  three  years. 

In  the  afternoon  we  met  for  our  women's  work  program.  Our 
president,  Sister  Snell,  had  charge.  Sister  Ida  Buckingham  of 
Oakley  led  in  the  devotions.     Sister  Lela  Klaus  of  Springfield 


sang  My  Task  and  a  girls'  octette  from  Woodland  sang  We  Would 
Be  Building.  Dr.  Laura  M.  Cottrell  gave  the  address  on  medical 
work  in  India. 

The   offerings    at    these   meetings   amounted    to    $82.50   for   the 
district  project  and  $28.69  for  relief. 

Girard,  111.  Mrs.  H.  V.  Stutsman, 

District    Secretary-Treasurer. 


Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Women's  Work 
Meeting 

The  meeting  of  the  women's  work  of  the  district  of  Southern 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  was  held  in  the  Broadwater  church  the 
afternoon  of  Aug.  19  in  connection  with  district  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Mrs.  Leander  Smith,  pres- 
ident of  women's  work,  of  Springdale,  Ark.  Devotions  were  led 
by   Mrs.   W.   T.   Price   of   Poplar   Bluff. 

Miss  Zella  Fike  was  re-elected  peace  and  temperance  direc- 
tor, and  Mrs.  Paul  Snider,  missionary  director  for  three  years. 
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A  report  was  given  from  each  local  group  of  the  work  during 
the  past  year.  These  reports  were  interesting  and  should  prove 
helpful  as  a  means  of  exchanging  ideas  from  which  we  may  work 
for  improvement  in  the  coming  year. 

The  peace  and  temperance  director  gave  a  very  interesting 
report  of  the  work  she  has  done  in  the  distribution  of  tracts  and 
the"  showing  of  pictures  by  means  of  a  projector. 

We  were  happy  to  have  Mrs.  L.  Avery  Fleming  with  us.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  at  the  women's  meeting. 

The  treasurer's  report  showed  an  increase  in  giving  both  to  the 
national  project  and  to  district  missions;  an  offering  at  the  meet- 
ing amounted  to  $36.05.  The  women's  work  group  of  the  differ- 
ent churches  of  the  district  have  prepared  and  sent  to  Camp 
Magnolia,  Ark.,  twenty-three  packets,  besides  giving  their  part 
in  a  financial  way. 

It  was  decided  to  carry  on  our  project  of  $1.00  per  member  for 
district  mission  work. 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Adkins, 
Cabool,  Mo.  Secretary    and    Treasurer. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Home -Going  of  Mrs.  A.  L.  Miller 

April  6,  1941,  Sister  Lydia  Virjane  Cupp  Miller,  wife  of  Elder 
A.  L.  Miller  of  Briery  Branch,  near  Bridgewater,  Virginia,  passed 
to  the  great  beyond  at  the  Rockingham  Memorial  hospital,  Har- 
risonburg. She  was  the  seventh  child  of  the  late  Daniel  and 
Barbary  Rawley  Cupp,  and  was  born  May  12,  1869,  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  she  spent  her  entire  life.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Elder  A.  L.  Miller. 

Early  in  her  girlhood  days  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  to  the  church  she  gave  her  devotion  and  loyalty. 
She  was  very  happy  in  the  service  of  the  Master  and  faithfully 
and  willingly  helped  her  husband  in  his  ministerial  duties. 
Sister  Miller  was  born  into  a  home  of  strong  Brethren  parents, 
all  of  her  children,  brothers,  and  sisters  being  members  of  the 
Brethren  church. 

Sister  Miller  was  one  who  remembered  of  the  Branch  church 
being  built.  The  ground  where  the  church  stands,  and  for  our 
cemetery,  was  donated  by  her  father. 

Sister  Miller's  quiet  disposition,  loyalty  and  compassion  for 
others  less  fortunate  or  in  trouble,  won  her  the  love  of  all  with 
whom  she  came  in  contact.  The  memory  of  her  Christian  life  is 
a  heritage  for  her  children  far  greater  than  riches  or  gold.  At 
her  funeral  many  were  the  expressions  that  "we  have  lost  a 
good,  quiet  woman." 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing:  three  sons,  five  daughters, 
seventeen  grandchildren,  three  sisters  and  one  brother. 

Services  were  conducted  at  the  Branch  church  by  the  local 
ministers,  Brethren  J.  M.  Foster,  I.  J.  Garber,  M.  G.  Sanger,  and 
J.  L.  Driver.     Interment  was  in  the   church  cemetery. 


Bridgewater,    Va. 


Mrs.   Myra   Pitsenbarger 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Fox-Ulrich. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  Garden  City  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  24,  1941,  Robert  Fox  of  Larned  and  Wilma 
Ulrich  of  Garden  City.— H.  D.  Michael,  St.  John,  Kans. 

Garver-Small. — At  the  Cerro  Gordo  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Sept.  27,  1941,  Loren  W.  Garver  of  Cerro  Gordo  and  Maxine  June 
Small  of  Roanoke,  111.,  by  the  undersigned.— J.  E.  Small,  Roanoke, 
111. 

Marschand-Miller. — Harold  Lee  Marschand  and  Esther  Lus- 
setta  Miller,  both  of  Churubusco,  Ind.,  in  the  parsonage  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— Van  B.  Wright, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Milam- Wagoner. —Aug.  17,  1941,  in  the  chapel  of  Manchester 
College,  Bro.  Paul  Milam  and  Sister  Mary  Wagoner,  both  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  by  the  undersigned.— Edward  Kintner,  North  Man- 
chester,   Ind. 

Petcher-Beery.— Rhett  Petcher  of  Citronelle,  Ala.,  and  Leona 
Beery  of  Hammond,  111.,  in  the  La  Place  church,  111.,  by  the  un- 
dersigned.—L.   M.   Baldwin,   La   Place,   111. 

Pickering-Morlenson.— Laurel  Keith  Pickering  and  Allene  Mor- 
tenson,  both  of  Oroville,  Wash.,  at  the  home  of  the  groom's 
parents,  Sept.  14,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— Clement  Bontrager, 
Tonasket,  Wash. 

Schuler-Meyer.— By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Union  Ridge 
church,  Oct.  5,  1941,  Victor  Elwood  Schuler  and  Leurena  Belle 
Meyer,  both  of  Dumont,  Iowa.— W.  W.  Blough,  Hampton,  Iowa. 

Tesler-Whiiaker.— Charles  Jacob  Tester  and  Rae  Maxine  Whit- 
aker,  both  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  at  the  parsonage  in  Fort  Wayne, 
Oct.  4,  1941,  by  the  undersigned.— Van  B.  Wright,  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind. 


Anderson,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Wenrich,  was  born  Dec.  7,  1859,  in 
Miami  County,  Ohio.  While  still  a  young  girl  she  moved  with 
her  parents  to  Mancelona,  Mich.,  where  she  grew  to  woman- 
hood. In  1885  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Julius  C.  Doerr. 
To  this  union  three  sons  and  five  daughters  were  born.  In  early 
life  she  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Soon 
after  their  marriage  the  husband  also  became  a  member  of  the 
church  and  was  later  called  to  the  deacon's  office.  In  1901  they 
moved  to  Missankee  County,  where  they  became  charter  mem- 
bers of  what  was  once  the  Riverside  church.  They  were  faithful 
workers  in  the  church,  contributing  much  to  the  erection  of  the 
church  house,  and  otherwise  supporting  the  cause.  Bro.  Doerr 
passed  away  in  1908,  and  a  son  in  1913.  In  1914  the  remainder  of 
the  family  located  at  Fenton,  Mich.  However,  in  1922  the  mother 
and  four  children  returned  to  Missankee  County,  locating  near 
Lake  City.  In  1933  Sister  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  Fred  Ander- 
son, and  with  him  established  a  home  in  Cadillac,  Mich.,  where 
she  passed  away  Sept.  23,  1941.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
two  sons,  five  daughters,  fourteen  grandchildren,  four  great- 
grandchildren, one  brother  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  undersigned  at  Young's  funeral  home  in 
Lake  City,  Mich.,  with  burial  in  Riverside  Township  cemetery. — 
W.  H.  Good,  Prescott,  Mich. 

Angle,  Olive  Cathrine,  aged  fifty-two  years,  wife  of  John  Angle, 
died  in  the  Chambersburg  hospital  after  a  week's  illness.  She 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. In  addition  to  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  two  step- 
daughters, two  sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services,  in 
charge  of  Bro.  Charles  E.  Grapes,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ralph  G. 
Rarick,  were  held  in  the  Fourth  Street  church.  Burial  was  made 
in  the  Welsh  Run  Brethren  cemetery. — Mrs.  George  Haldeman, 
Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Carpenter,  Forest  Eugene,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Forest 
and  Evelyn  Carpenter,  was  born  near  Danville,  Ohio,  Sept.  2,, 
1931,  and  departed  this  life  June  5,  1941.  Death  resulted  from 
accidentally  running  a  nail  into  his  knee  and  resulting  lockjaw. 
He  leaves  his  mother,  father,  two  brothers  and  a  sister.  Services 
were  held  in  the  church  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned. — Daniel 
M.  Brumbaugh,  Danville,  Ohio. 

Deardorff,  George  W.,  aged  sixty-six  years,  died  Oct.  3,  1941, 
at  his  home  in  Fayetteville.  He  .was  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
Street  Church  of  the  Brethren.  In  addition  to  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Ella  Deardorff,  he  is  survived  by  two  children,  two  brothers,  two 
sisters  and  five  grandchildren.  A  short  funeral  service  was  held 
at  the  home  with  further  services  conducted  by  Bro.  Ralph  G. 
Rarick,  assisted  by  Bro.  Charles  E.  Grapes,  at  the  Fourth  Street 
church.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Lincoln  cemetery. — Mrs.  George 
W.  Haldeman,  Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Dick,  Clyde,  son  of  Thomas  and  Katherine  Dick,  was  born  near 
Rockfield,  Ind.,  Jan.  19,  1902.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Sonofrank  of  Peru,  Ind.,  on  Feb.  2,  1928.  He  and  his 
wife  united  with  the  Fairview  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1934 
and  he  remained  a  faithful  and  earnest  worker  for  the  church 
he  dearly  loved  and  heartily  supported.  He  delighted  in  the 
study  of  the  Bible  and  was  a  profound  student.  Bro.  Dick  and 
his  companion  were  called  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  1940.  He 
served  the  church  and  Sunday  school  in  various  capacities.  On 
June  8,  1941,  he  and  his  wife  accompanied  Bro.  John  W.  Root  and 
his  wife  to  our  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne,  Calif.  Arriving 
on  Friday  forenoon,  he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  only  the  after- 
noon and  evening  program  of  that  day.  That  night  he  took  sick 
with  a  fever  and  was  taken  to  the  Pomona  hospital.  While  there 
he  received  the  anointing  service.  He  improved  sufficiently  that 
the  doctor  gave  him  release  to  return  to  his  home  in  Indiana; 
he  arrived  on  July  3.  But  from  this  sickness  Bro.  Dick  never 
fully  recovered;  he  took  a  relapse  and  was  taken  to  the  Home 
hospital  in  LaFayette,  Ind.,  where  he  passed  away  on  Oct.  1, 
1941.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  going  his  faithful  wife,  aged  fath- 
er, two  brothers,  one  sister,  many  other  near  relatives  and  a 
host  of  friends.  A  brother  preceded  him  in  deatt>,  and  nis 
mother  preceded  him  by  only  ten  weeks.  Funeral  services  in 
the  Fairview  church  were  conducted  by  Bro.  John  Smeltzer,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  J.  W.  Root.  Burial  was  made  in  the  cemetery  at 
Peru,  Ind.— Lulu  E.  Root,  LaFayette,  Ind. 

Faudree.  Orpha  Ann,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1886,  near  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  and  passed  away  Oct.  2,  1941,  at  the  Clinic  hos- 
pital at  Bluffton,  Ind.,  following  a  serious  goiter  operation.  She 
was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Samuel  and 
Ellen  Boyer.  In  1903  she  united  with  the  West  Manchester 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  lived  a  devoted  and  consecrated 
Christian  life.  On  Mar.  5,  1910,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Raymond  L.  Faudree,  to  which  union  were  born  two  sons  and 
one  daughter.  She  leaves  to  mourn  their  loss  her  children,  six 
grandchildren,  two  sisters,  five  brothers  and  other  relatives  and 
friends.  She  was  always  concerned  about  the  welfare  of  her 
friends  and  rendered  many  acts  of  mercy  which  were  much  ap- 
preciated. Her  chief  interest  was  in  her  family  and  her  church 
and  to  these  she  gave  her  devotion  and  loving  service.  For  a 
number  of  years  she  and  her  mother,  who  preceded  her  just  nine 
months  ago,  maintained  the  home  together  and  shared  each  oth- 
er's companionship,  joys  and  sorrows.  Interment  was  made  m 
the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery  by  the  West  Manchester  church;  serv- 
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ices  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  A.  M.  Stine. — 
T.  G.  Weaver,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Garges,  Ella,  wife  of  Ellwood  Garges  of  Live  Lexington,  Pa., 
died  July  30,  1941,  in  the  Hahnemann  hospital  at  Philadelphia 
after  spending  only  a  few  days  there.  She  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  her  youth  and  always  lived  a  Chris- 
tian life.  Her  husband,  one  daughter  and  three  sons  survive. 
Funeral  services  were  held  on  Aug.  2  at  the  Hatfield  Church  of 
the  Brethren  with  the  local  ministers  officiating.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Indian  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  cemetery. — J. 
Herman  Rosenberger,  Souderton,  Pa. 

Geary,  Cora,  was  born  June  5,  1874,  and  died  May  16,  1941.  She 
was  married  to  William  Geary  on  Sept.  5,  1895.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Susannah  Miller,  her  father  being  a 
minister  in  the  Sugar  Valley  church.  She  united  with  the  church 
in  1886  and  was  a  faithful  member.  She  left  to  mourn  her  loss 
her  husband,  three  daughters,  eleven  grandchildren,  one  great- 
grandson,  a  brother  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer  of  Bunkertown  at  the  Sugar 
Valley  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  made  in  the  adjoin- 
ing cemetery. — Mrs.  B.  F.  Long,  Mill  Hall,  Pa. 

Geary,  William,  was  born  Oct.  16,  1870,  and  died  of  a  heart  at- 
tack on  Aug.  20,  1941.  He  had  suffered  an  attack  the  day  before 
his  wife's  death  about  three  months  ago.  He  united  with  the 
church  in  June  1890.  He  was  happy  to  use  his  talent  of  singing. 
He  is  survived  by  one  sister  and  two  brothers,  besides  his  daugh- 
ters and  grandchildren.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Sugar 
Valley  church  by  Bro.  Earl  Kipp  of  Newport,  assisted  by  Bro. 
John  Boone.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  church  cemetery.- — Mrs. 
B.  F.  Long,  Mill  Hall,  Pa. 

Henry,  Katie  Mae,  daughter  of  George  and  Barbara  Falken- 
stine  Henry,  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  and  passed  away  on 
Sept.  22,  1941,  aged  sixty-three  years,  eight  months  and  four 
days.  She  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  twelve.  She  lived  with 
and  cared  for  her  mother  in  her  declining  years.  She  was  a 
Dorcas  in  the  Henry  family.  Many  nieces  and  nephews  will 
have  sweet  memories  of  Aunt  Katie.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  while  quite  young,  and  remained  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  Lower  Conewago  congregation,  although  for  several 
years  she  was  not  permitted  to  attend  church  regularly  because 
of  ill-health.  She  is  survived  by  five  sisters,  four  brothers  and 
a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  She  passed  away  at  the  home 
of  her  brpther'in-law  and  sister.  Brother  and  Sister  Paul  Rentzel, 
in  Dover,  Pa.  Services  were  conducted  at  their  home  by  Breth- 
ren Albert  Cook  and  G.  W.  Harlacher.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Altland  cemetery. — Ruth  Murphy  Harlacher,  Dover,  Pa. 

Hoover,  Arta  Lee,  was  born  Mar.  16,  1886,  in  Astoria,  111.,  and 
departed  this  life  Aug.  27,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Urbana,  111.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Demy  of  Astoria.  Her 
mother  preceded  her  in  death  two  years  ago.  Mrs.  Hoover  grad- 
uated from  Mt.  Morris  College  and  attended  the  University  of 
Illinois,  after  which  she  taught  school  for  twelve  years  at  As- 
toria. She  was  united  in  marriage  on  Christmas  Eve  of  1920  to 
Dr.  David  H.  Hoover,  professor  of  economics  at  the  University 
of  Illinois.  From  1920  to  1922  they  lived  in  McPherson,  Kans., 
where  Mr.  Hoover  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  McPherson 
College.  In  1923  he  joined  the  teaching  staff  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  and  they  had  lived  in  Urbana  since  that  time.  Mrs. 
Hoover  was  a  woman  of  sterling  Christian  qualities,  and  a  kind 
and  loving  wife.  She  participated  in  activities  of  the  Wesley 
Foundation  and  taught  a  Sunday-school  class  there.  Last  March 
she  was  elected  president  of  the  Champaign-Urbana  Women's 
Club.  Her  Christian  patience  and  fortitude  in  her  last  severe 
suffering  were  a  benediction  to  all  who  knew  her.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  devoted  companion,  her  aged  father  and  a  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Leonard  funeral  home  at  Ur- 
bana with  Rev.  Paul  Burt,  pastor  of  the  Trinity  Methodist 
church,  officiating:  and  also  at  the  Astoria  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren with  Bro.  Merlin  Garber  of  Champaign  in  charge.  She  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Astoria  cemetery. — Elva  M.  Craik,  Urbana,  111. 

Hoppert.  Rosa  Piatt,  aged  seventy  years,  died  April  23,  1941,  at 
her  home  in  Somerset,  Pa.  Her  husband,  Henry  Hoppert,  pre- 
ceded her  about  a  year  ago.  Sister  Hoppert  lived  a  quiet  and 
unassuming  Christian  life  and  was  regular  in  attendance  at  both 
Sunday-school  and  church  services;  she  never  missed  a  com- 
munion service  when  health  permitted.  She  is  survived  by  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  twelve  grandchildren,  a  number  of 
great-grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  Pike  church  at  Brotherton  by  her 
pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  assisted  by  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough, 
pastor  of  the  Somerset  church.  The  interment  was  made  in  the 
Berlin  cemetery. — Mrs.  Alvin  R.  Knepper,  Berlin,  Pa. 

Kinzer,  Amanday  May,  sixty-six  years,  wife  of  B.  Frank  Kin- 
zer,  died  Sept.  28,  1941,  at  her  home.  She  had  been  ill  for  two 
years.  In  addition  to  her  husband,  Mrs.  Kinzer  is  survived  by 
three  sons,  a  daughter,  fourteen  grandchildren,  several  great- 
grandchildren, two  brothers  and  a  sister.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Fourth  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Cramer  funeral  home  in  charge 
of  Bro.  Ralph  G.  Rarick,  assisted  by  Bro.  Milton  Wells.  Burial 
was  made  in  the  Lincoln  cemetery. — Mrs.  George  Haldeman, 
Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Kulp,  Emma,  wife  of  Elias  Kulp,  died  on  Sept.  18,  1941,  at  her 
late  residence  in  Telford,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 


was  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  church  of  her 
choice.  Besides  her  husband,  one  son  and  three  grandchildren 
survive.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Indian  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren  with  the  local  ministers  officiating.  Interment 
was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — J.  Herman  Rosenberger, 
Souderton,   Pa. 

Mosgrave,  Charles  Franklin,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ellen  Mos- 
grave,  was  born  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  June  25,  1883,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Brothersvalley  Township  on  Jan.  27,  1941.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Margaret  Engleka  of  Berlin,  Pa.,  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  May  1940.  Surviving  are  two  daughters,  one  grand- 
child, his  aged  father  and  mother,  and  two  brothers.  He  joined 
the  church  while  a  young  man  and  lived  a  faithful  life.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Pike  church  at  Brotherton  by  his  pas- 
tor, Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes;  interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery 
near  by. — Mrs.  Alvin  R.  Knepper,  Berlin,  Pa. 

Mosgrave,  Mary  Ellen,  was  born  Sept.  18,  1861,  and  passed 
away  June  15,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Stonycreek  Township,  where 
she  had  lived  most  of  her  life.  She  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  many  years  ago  and  was  faithful  in  attending 
church  services  when  health  permitted;  her  health  had  been 
failing  for  several  years,  and  she  was  barely  able  to  get  about. 
Surviving  are  her  husband,  Jacob  Mosgrave,  two  sons,  seven 
grandchildren,  and  one  great-grandchild.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  preceded  her  in  death.  The  funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Pike  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes;  interment 
was  made  in  the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  Alvin  R.  Knepper, 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Neece,  Ethel  Francis,  was  born  Mar.  24,  1913,  at  Fairchild,  Mo. 
She  passed  away  at  her  home  near  Tonasket,  Wash.,  Sept.  7, 
1941.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  her  husband,  Leonard 
M.  Neece,  three  children,  her  parents,  three  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Ellisforde  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Sept.  10,  in  charge  of  the  undersigned.  Bur- 
ial was  made  in  the  Ellisforde  cemetery.  Mrs.  Neece  was  a  pa- 
tient sufferer  and  she  had  a  simple  faith. — Clement  Bontrager, 
Tonasket,  Wash. 

Pryor,  Rosa  Dale,  daughter  of  John  and  Elmira  Herrod,  was 
born  near  Gambier,  Ohio,  May  23,  1869.  She  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  near  Danville  on  June  19,  1941.  On  Sept.  27,  1895, 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elmer  Pryor.  Not  being  blessed 
with  children  of  their  own,  they  adopted  Forest  Carpenter,  who 
has  proved  a  loving  son.  Her  home-going  leaves  her  husband 
and  son,  one  sister,  a  niece  and  nephew,  as  well  as  other  distant 
relatives  and  friends.  In  her  youth  she  united  with  the  Disciples 
Church,  where  she  worked  and  attended  until  she  moved  here; 
then  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  North  Bend. 
Her  life  spoke  well  of  her  Christian  home  life.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  her  home  by  her  pastor  and  the  under- 
signed. Burial  was  made  near  Gambier,  close  to  her  old  home. 
— Daniel  M.  Brumbaugh,  Danville,  Ohio. 

Rinehari,  Finley  P.,  born  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  May  1,  1858, 
was  one  of  nine  children  of  Rev.  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Rine- 
hart.  He  was  married  to  Margaret  Hoover  on  Sept.  23,  1880. 
They  were  engaged  in  farming  all  of  their  married  life  until 
recent  years  when  Mr.  Rinehart's  health  failed.  He  was  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Upper  Deer  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rinehart,  three  of  whom  pre- 
ceded the  father  in  death.  One  son  died  in  infancy,  another  son 
passed  away  in  1910,  and  a  daughter  in  1912.  Two  daughters  and 
four  sons  survive  with  the  widow.  There  are  only  sixteen 
grandchildren,  three  great-grandchildren,  and  one  sister.  Mr. 
Rinehart  died  on  Sept.  18,  1941,  following  an  illness  of  two  years 
of  paralysis.  The  funeral  services  were  in  charge  of  Rev.  T.  A. 
Shively  at  the  Onward  Methodist  church,  with  interment  in  the 
adjacent   cemetery.— Anna   Margaret  Murphy,   Walton,   Ind. 

Snowberger,  Georgia  Anna,  was  born  at  Shady  Grove,  Pa., 
Feb.  1,  1901.  She  died  suddenly  in  the  Waynesboro  hospital. 
Pa.,  on  Sept.  29,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Roy  L.  and 
Nellie  Koons  Fox.  In  1919  she  married  Walter  S.  Snowberger. 
In  early  life  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
became  actively  interested  in  Sunday-school  work.  Her  interest 
expanded  to  other  avenues  of  service  and  at  the  time  of  her 
death  she  was  president  of  our  women's  work  organization.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  ladies'  auxiliary  of  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  of 
various  other  organizations  of  our  community.  As  a  leader  and 
willing  worker  she  will  be  greatly  missed.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband,  a  daughter,  her  parents,  five  brothers  and  five 
sisters.  Services,  which  were  attended  by  a  large  assembly  of 
people,  were  held  in  the  Waynesboro  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
conducted  by  her  former  pastor,  Eld.  Levi  K.  Ziegler.  Interment 
was  made  in  the  Green  Hill  cemetery. — Sudie  M.  Wingert, . 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Sione,  Susie  Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Stone,  died  at  the  Univer- 
sity hospital  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  July  23,  1941,  after  a  few 
days'  illness  of  paralysis.  She  was  aged  eighty-one  years,  two 
months  and  five  days.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Pipe 
Creek  church  for  fifty-six  years.  She  leaves  her  husband  and 
one  son;  a  daughter  died  some  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Pipe  Creek  church  by  Bro.  D.  E.  Englar,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Replogle,  and  Rev.  Cover  of  the  Progressive 
church. — Ida  M.  Englar,  Uniontown,  Md. 

Strohm,  Enoch  E.,  the  oldest  son  of  Charles  and  Julian  Amick 
Strohm,  died  Sept.  6,  1941.    He  was  born  Mar.  16,  1864,  in  Perm- 
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sylvania.  When  but  a  small  child  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Indiana  and  several  years  later  to  Iowa,  where  he  grew  up  and 
was  married.  About  thirty-five  years  ago  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  McPherson  County,  Kans.  He  was  in  business  in  Lit- 
tle River,  Kans.,  when  death  called  him.  When  a  young  man  he 
was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  sought  to 
live  the  Christian  life  as  best  he  knew  how.  He  leaves  a  widow 
and  seven  children  to  mourn  his  departure.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  undersigned. — J.  J.  Yoder,  McPherson, 
Kans. 

Talbot,  Edward,  was  born  Mar.  30,  1907,  in  Baltimore  County, 
Md.t  and  died  at  the  University  hospital  in  Baltimore  on  Sept. 
29,  1941.  He  had  been  in  ill-health  for  several  months.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  a  sister,  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  members  of  the  church.  Bro.  Talbot  came  to  the  church 
about  sixteen  years  ago.  He  bore  his  affliction  with  patience, 
never  murmuring.  He  always  maintained  a  state  of  cheerfulness, 
and  had  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  whose  presence  at  the  funeral 
services  testified  to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  The 
services  were  conducted  at  his  late  home  by  Brethren  J.  J.  John 
and  D.  E.  Englar.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Pipe  Creek  ceme- 
tery.— Ida  M.  Englar,  Uniontown,  Md. 

Tibbs,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susannah  Weybright 
Jones,  was  born  Sept.  15,  1843,  in  New  Madison,  Ohio,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  near  Reno,  111.,  Sept.  9,  1941.  She 
was  married  to  Levi  Tibbs  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  in  January 
1863.  They  came  to  Bond  County,  111.,  in  1866  where  Mr.  Tibbs 
died  May  26,  1926.  Two  daughters  also  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  is  survived  by  four  daughters,  seventeen  grandchildren, 
fourteen  great-grandchildren,  two  great-great-grandchildren  and 
one  half-sister.  Mrs.  Tibb's  father,  who  was  a  minister,  donated 
the  land  on  which  the  Hurricane  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren 
was  built.  She  was  a  member  of  this  church  which  was  or- 
ganized in  1843,  the  year  of  her  birth.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  church  in  Pleasant  Mound  by  the  pastor,  Bro. 
Ausby  W.  Swinger.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Noffsinger  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Ausby  W.  Swinger,  Pleasant  Mound,  111. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Alabama 
Fruildale. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  17,  at  which  time  we 
decided  to  retain  all  the  present  Sunday-school  and  church  offi- 
cers. Mrs.  Pearl  Clague  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school, 
and  Bro.  G.  W.  Petcher  is  elder  and  moderator.  On  Sept.  7  we 
had  our  home-coming  day,  which  was  enjoyed  by  everyone.  On 
this  occasion  Bro.  Walter  Replogle  and  his  family  were  welcomed 
into  our  church.  Bro.  Replogle  will  work  with  our  present  elder, 
Bro.  Pletcher,  throughout  the  next  year.  We  are  planning  to  be- 
gin our  revival  meeting  on  Oct.  5  and  are  looking  forward  to  the 
inspirational  messages  which  Bro.  Replogle  will  give  at  that 
time. — Eva  Jane  Carpenter,  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  Oct.  3. 

California 

Covina. — During  the  summer  our  guest  speakers  were  Breth- 
ren Alva  Long,  Fred  Butterbaugh,  H.  M.  Brubaker  and  Herman 
Landis,  a  missionary  to  Africa.  Our  church  meeting  was  held 
on  Aug.  13  for  the  election  of  Sunday-school  and  church  officers 
for  the  year  just  beginning.  In  the  absence  of  our  presiding 
elder,  Pastor  Riddlebarger  had  charge.  Delegates  for  district 
meeting,  Mrs.  Leroy  Eikenberry  and  Mrs.  Ben  Hepner,  were 
elected.  The  trustees,  having  been  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
arrange  for  raising  money  for  a  new  church,  reported  by  ap- 
pointing committees  from  the  different  age  groups  to  help  raise 
the  money.  Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  was  chosen  as  our  elder  for  an- 
other year  and  Mr.  Merle  Butterbaugh  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Promotion  day  exercises  were  held  on  Sept.  27.  On 
Oct.  5  a  rally  day  will  be  held.  On  Sept.  27  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was 
organized.  Sponsors  chosen  were  Mrs.  Rolland  Shaver,  Miss 
Edythe  Fesler  and  Mr.  Jim  Eikenberry;  Joyce  Riddlebarger  was 
chosen  as  president.  The  sponsor  for  the  intermediate  group  is 
Miss  Lucille  Bashore.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  union  re- 
vival meeting  to  begin  the  middle  of  October. — Mrs.  Tempie  S. 
Funk,  Charter  Oak,  Calif.,  Oct.  1. 

Colorado 
Fruila.- — At  our  regular  business  meeting  on  July  30  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Ralph  Hoover  was  elected  elder  and  Josephine  Ulrich  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  A  number  of  our  young  people  at- 
tended the  camp  on  Grand  Mesa  Aug.  4-10.  A  farewell  was  given 
for  Bro.  Stern  and  family  before  they  left  for  their  new  field  of 
labor  at  Albany,  Oreg.  Bro.  Ralph  Hoover  is  preaching  for  us 
each  Sunday.  On  Sept.  28  Bro.  Glen  Austin,  who  graduated  this 
year  from  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  was  or- 
dained into  the  full  ministry  by  Elders  J.  R.  Frantz  and  R.  W. 
Hoover.  He  will  go  to  Indiana  for  a  month's  training  in  our 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp,  then  later  will  go  to  foreign  lands 
or  wherever  he  is  needed.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sun- 
day, Oct.  12. — Josephine  Ulrich,  Fruita,   Colo.,  Oct.  6. 

Florida 
Seneca. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  14  and  elected  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year.     Bro.  C.  E.  Bower 


was  elected  elder  by  a  unanimous  vote.  Ernest  S.  Green  will  be 
our  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  delegates  to  district 
meeting  are  Bro.  J.  W.  Myer  and  the  writer.  Our  communion 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  9. — Mrs.  Ira  W.  Miller,  Eustis,  Fla.,  Oct.  6. 

Idaho 

Weiser. — Election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year  resulted  in 
retaining  Bro.  S.  J.  Kenepp  of  Payette  as  elder,  Bro.  Ellenberger 
as  part-time  pastor,  Willis  Peterson  as  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent, J.  W.  Rodabaugh  as  president  of  men's  work  and  Emma 
K.  Miller  as  the  ladies'  aid  president.  On  the  last  Sunday  in 
August  an  all-church  social  in  the  form  of  a  picnic  dinner  was 
held  on  the  lawn  of  the  Lewis  Smith  home.  This  was  given  as 
a  farewell  social,  honoring  six  of  our  young  people  who  have 
gone  to  higher  institutions  of  learning,  and  Brother  and  Sister 
Henry  Clemens  and  son,  Dewayne,  who  have  gone  to  Denver, 
Colo.,  to  make  their  home.  While  we  miss  all  of  these  from  our 
services,  yet  the  interest  and  attendance  remain  very  good. 
On  Sept.  21  Sister  F.  H.  Crumpacker  was  with  us  and  gave  a 
very  interesting  and  helpful  message  based  on  her  work  in 
China.— Emma  K.  Miller,  Weiser,  Idaho,  Sept.  30. 

Illinois 

Chicago,  First  Church. — We  feel  that  the  summer  has  presented 
rich  experiences  and  worth-while  services  for  our  church.  On 
July  6  Bro.  Forest  Eisenbise  gave  a  stirring  message  on  A  Mis- 
sion to  China.  On  another  Sunday  Bro.  Ernest  Ikenberry  spoke 
on  The  Church  in  China  Moves  Forward.  We  were  much  inter- 
ested in  these  echoes  from  our  mission  field.  One  Sunday  eve- 
ning Dr.  and  Mrs.  Swartz,  survivors  of  the  Zamzam,  spoke  to 
us.  Recently  the  church  had  the  privilege  of  entertaining  a 
mass  meeting  of  the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  Dr.  A.  J, 
Muste  of  New  York  City,  general  secretary  of  the  F.  O.  R.,  was 
the  main  speaker.  During  the  summer  our  church  sponsored 
two  vacation  schools.  The  one  at  York  Center  was  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Wilbur  Royer,  and  the  other  at  the  First  church 
was  directed  by  Mrs.  Paul  Heestand.  Here  the  school  enroll- 
ment was  eighty-one,  average  attendance  sixty-five,  and  offer- 
ing $22.50.  The  offering  went  for  China  relief.  On  the  last  day 
the  school  invited  the  parents  to  open  house.  Our  trustees  have 
had  the  sanctuary  redecorated.  We  appreciate  anew  the  beauty 
of  our  place  of  worship.  The  older  youth  fellowship  has  pur- 
chased a  fellowship  house  at  3426  W.  Adams.  It  is  for  Brethren 
young  people  who  come  to  the  city  but  are  not  connected  with 
the  seminary.  This  is  the  realization  of  a  long-hoped-for  dream 
on  the  part  of  our  young  people.  During  the  summer  many  of 
our  number  were  working  and  helping  in  other  places.  Wilbur 
Bollinger  and  family  were  at  Camp  Lagro,  where  Mr.  Bollinger 
was  business  manager.  Mrs.  Paul  Heestand  taught  in  the  lead- 
ership training  school  at  Camp  Mack.  Prof.  Brightbill  worked 
in  camps  on  the  west  coast,  and  the  pastor,  with  his  family,  spent 
some  time  at  the  ashram  at  Saugatuck,  Mich.  With  September 
came  the  return  of  many  of  our  number,  including  the  seminary 
constituency.  Missionary  Secretary  Leland  Brubaker  gave  the 
convocation  message.  We  rejoice  with  the  school  in  their  large 
student  body  for  this  year.  On  Bethany  Sunday  Dr.  Rufus 
Bowman  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  morning  service. — Mrs, 
Claude  Hartner,  Chicago,  111.,  Oct.  6. 

Elgin. — The  Elgin  church  has  closed  one  of  the  finest  years  of 
its  history.  As  a  result  of  careful  planning  and  industrious  ef- 
fort on  the  part  of  the  finance  committee  two  results  have  been 
achieved:  first,  a  larger  percentage  of  the  members  participating 
in  the  financial  load  and  second,  an  increase  in  the  giving  which 
has  created  a  more  substantial  budget  and  working  balance.  The 
attendance  both  in  the  Sunday  school  and  in  other  services  has 
been  increased  by  ten  per  cent.  There  has  been  a  deepening 
sense  of  loyalty  and  a  heightening  of  the  spiritual  life  with  a 
deepening  of  devotional  experience.  The  new  year  has  opened 
with  the  largest  normal  attendance  in  Sunday  school  for  an 
opening  Sunday  in  the  history  of  the  church.  The  church  ob- 
served world-wide  communion  Sunday,  Oct.  6,  with  a  conse- 
cration service  in  the  morning  worship,  baptism  at  3:00  p.  m.> 
receiving  five  members  of  the  same  family,  and  the  communion 
at  6:00  p.  m.  The  year's  program  has  been  well  planned  and  the 
prospects  are  for  a  good  year  in  kingdom  building. — J.  Clyde 
Forney,   Elgin,    111.,    Oct.    8. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  will  hold  our  revival  services  during  the 
two  weeks  beginning  on  Oct.  20  with  Bro.  A.  P.  Musselman  of 
Anderson,  Ind.,  as  evangelist.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Mon- 
day evening,  Nov.  3.  Pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings  and 
be  present  if  you  can. — Mrs.  Leroy  Hecker,  Pearl  City,  111., 
Oct.  4. 

Indiana 

Logansport. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Aug.  28  with  Eld. 
Kintner  presiding.  Church  and  Sunday-school  officers  for  the 
new  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Victor  Kitchel  was  elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  and  Bro.  Fouts  the  delegate  to  district 
meeting.  The  evening  of  Oct.  26  is  the  date  set  for  our  love  feast. 
Our  church  treasurer's  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  also 
the  Sunday-school  report.  Bro.  Laurence  Smith  gave  a  report 
for  the  trustees.  It  was  decided  to  authorize  the  trustees  to  in- 
vestigate the  possibility  of  exchanging  our  property  on  the  north 
side  for  one  near  the  church,  suitable  for  a  parsonage.  The  min- 
isterial board  was  authorized  to  make  plans  for  a  series  of 
meetings.     A  motion  was  carried  to  have  a  program  committee 
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of  three,  appointed  by  Bro.  Fouts,  for  one  year.  On  Sept.  14  we 
elected  our  Sunday-school  teachers  for  another  year.  The 
Berean  class  met  in  the  home  of  Bro.  David  Fouts  on  Sept.  23. 
The  election  of  officers  was  held.  The  class  voted  to  give  $10 
to  the  church  treasury  to  apply  on  district  dues.  The  next  meet- 
ing will  be  a  Hallowe'en  party  on  Oct.  28  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fred  Rush.  Our  male  quartet  sang  over  radio  station 
WKMO  in  Kokomo  on  Sept.  21.  Oct.  5  is  rally  day  and  we  are 
planning  an  all-day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  and  a  guest 
speaker. — Laura   Wells,  Logansport,   Ind.,  Sept.  27. 

Markle. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  has  been 
quite  normal  during  the  summer  months,  with  Bro.  Albert 
Harshbarger  as  our  regular  pastor.  Quite  often  our  pastor  draws 
our  attention  to  our  church  papers  and  their  great  value  for  us. 
Our  children  rendered  an  interesting  program  on  June  29.  Mrs. 
Olive  Harshbarger  and  Colene  McClurg  are  their  instructors. 
The  four  different  denominations  of  Markle  held  their  Sunday 
evening  union  services  in  each  of  the  different  churches  during 
the  month  of  July.  The  pastors  exchanged  pulpits  for  the  occa- 
sions. The  W.  C.  T.  U.  also  held  their  services  in  like  manner, 
with  some  able  speakers.  Our  aid  society  has  held  various 
business  meetings  during  their  busy  canning  season.  They  are 
now  canning  fruit  for  Bethany  Hospital.  Several  of  our  young 
people  have  been  married  during  the  past  year.  The  church  re- 
members each  couple  with  a  gift.  Usually  these  gifts  have  been 
presented  at  a  meeting  in  the  church  basement  after  the  Sun- 
day morning  services,  with  a  short  program.  We  all  enjoy  this 
way  of  extending  our  congratulations  to  the  newlyweds.  On 
Aug.  24  after  the  morning  services  a  basket  dinner  was  served 
on  the  church  lawn  in  behalf  of  our  pastor  and  his  family  be- 
cause of  their  good  help  to  us  during  their  stay  here.  We  re- 
gret to  see  them  leave.  A  floor  lamp  was  presented  to  them  in 
appreciation  of  their  work  here.  Their  residence  now  is  at 
Pulaski.  The  pulpit  has  been  filled  each  Sunday  during  Sep- 
tember by  other  ministers.  Our  elder,  Bro.  D.  W.  Paul  of  Loon 
Creek,  in  three  successive  Sundays  gave  us  some  very  interesting 
messages  about  prophecies  from  the  Bible.  Bro.  O.  C.  Rife  of 
Warren  will  be  our  presiding  pastor  in  the  near  future. — Lillian 
Earhart,  Markle,  Ind.,  Sept.  25. 

Pittsburg. — Our  revival  meeting  began  on  July  13  and  con- 
tinued for  two  weeks,  with  Bro.  John  B.  Wieand  as  evangelist. 
Sister  Wieand  had  charge  of  the  music.  They  also  conducted 
a  successful  Bible  school  with  an  average  attendance  of  forty. 
One  evening  during  the  services  our  pastor's  wife  was  received 
by  letter  and  also  ordained  as  a  minister's  wife.  Since  then 
three  have  been  baptized.  A  miscellaneous  shower  was  held  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Airhart  for  our  pastor,  Bro. 
John  R.  Wagoner,  and  wife  who  were  recently  married.  This 
was  followed  by  the  weekly  prayer  meeting.  Our  annual  Sun- 
day-school picnic  was  held  at  the  local  park  on  Aug.  24.  At  our 
September  council  meeting  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected  for  another  year.  Bro.  Jeremiah  Barnhart  was 
elected  elder.  Our  communion  was  held  on  Sept.  20. — Mrs. 
Floyd   Schroder,   Delphi,   Ind.,   Oct.  2. 

Pleasant  Valley. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  2  to  elect  Sun- 
day-school and  church  officers  for  another  year.  Our  elder, 
Bro.  Homer  Schrock,  was  re-elected  for  another  year,  and  Ketric 
Groves  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  elected 
Bro.  Ernest  Bowman  to  the  full-time  ministry  and  granted  Bro. 
Ralph  Schrock  a  year's  license  for  the  ministry.  On  Aug.  17  Bro. 
Dewey  Rowe  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  began  a  two-week  meeting  of 
very  inspiring  sermons.  Bro.  Rowe  and  our  elder  called  In  all 
the  homes.  On  the  last  Sunday  of  the  meetings  we  had  a  fel- 
lowship dinner  at  the  church  in  honor  of  Bro.  Rowe  and  his 
family.  Mrs.  Rowe,  the  former  Gladys  Cripe,  was  reared  in  our 
community.  The  last  Sunday  evening  was  given  to  the  young 
people  to  have  charge  of.  One  member  was  reclaimed  and  three 
■children  baptized.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  17  a  number  of  mem- 
bers gathered  at  the  Homer  Schrock  home  and  canned  seventy 
•quarts  of  peaches  for  the  boys  at  Camp  Lagro.  The  aid  also 
canned   sixty-five   quarts   of   fruit   and   vegetables   for  Bethany 


Hospital.  Our  aid  meets  twice  a  month  to  sew  for  the  needy  and 
also  do  quilting.  On  Sept.  22  a  large  number  of  members  gath- 
ered again  at  the  Noble  Bowman  home  and  canned  fifty-nine 
quarts  of  peaches  for  Camp  Lagro;  the  peaches  were  donated. 
The  men's  work  is  progressing  very  nicely;  they  have  four  acres 
of  popcorn  on  shares.  We  are  putting  a  baptistry  in  our  church 
and  the  work  is  being  done  by  the  men.  Most  of  our  young 
boys  are  working  in  factories  and  so  far  none  have  been  called 
to  camp;  several  will  have  to  go  this  fall.  We  take  an  offering 
on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month  for  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps.— Lizzie  Berkey,  Middlebury,   Ind.,  Oct.   1. 

Rossville. — Our  regular  quarterly  council  was  held  Sept.  25 
with  Eld.  Robert  Sink  in  charge.  After  the  regular  business 
the  election  of  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  was  held. 
Printed  ballots  with  nominees  were  passed  out  to  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  membership.  Bro.  Robert  Sink  was  elected 
elder  and  Ferris  Hylton  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Ethel 
Metzger  was  chosen  president  of  women's  work.  Since  our  last 
report  five  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  two 
by  transferred  membership.  Our  fall  communion  will  be  held 
on  Oct.  12  at  6:30  p.  m. — Lillian  A.  Hufford,  Rossville,  Ind., 
Sept.    28. 

Wabash  Country. — The  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance  is 
gaining  since  the  arrival  of  cooler  weather.  We  have  added  three 
more  members  to  our  number  by  church  letter.  Bro.  E.  S. 
Brubaker,  who  has  been  seriously  ill  most  of  the  summer,  is 
much  improved  and  able  to  attend  services  again.  The  members 
met  in  regular  business  meeting  on  Sept.  6  and  decided  to  hold 
our  love  feast  on  Oct.  19  at  7:00  p.  m.  Our  sister  churches  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend.— Mrs.  E.  G.  Vincent,  Wabash,  Ind., 
Sept.   27. 

Wawaka. — We  held  our  council  meeting  on  Sept.  23  and  elected 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Paul  Becker  was 
chosen  superintendent.  It  was  also  decided  to  hold  our  fall 
communion  service  on  Saturday  night,  Nov.  8,  at  seven  o'clock. 
Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  College  was  with  us  at  our 
harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  14,  and  delivered  two  splendid  ad- 
dresses. The  church  has  adopted  a  new  financial  system  which 
has  recently  been  put  into  practice.  Our  aid  society  had  good 
attendance  throughout  the  summer  months,  and  as  a  means  for 
raising  funds  for  the  church,  they  are  planning  a  new  project 
for  each  month.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Sister  Velma 
Ober  with  us  on  Sunday  night,  Oct.  5.  She  will  give  us  an  il- 
lustrated lecture  on  China. — Blanche  Blosser  Frick,  Wawaka, 
Ind.,  Sept.  28. 

West  Manchester. — We  were  glad  to  have  six  from  our  church 
attend  Annual  Conference.  Our  pastor  and  wife  gave  a  report 
of  the  Conference.  Our  young  people  entertained  the  young 
people  of  the  Spring  Creek  and  Liberty  Mills  churches.  Then 
our  young  people  were  entertained  by  the  young  people  of  the 
West  Eel  River  and  the  Eel  River  churches.  After  the  morn- 
ing service  on  July  13  our  members  met  on  the  college  campus 
for  a  basket  dinner  and  social  time  together.  On  July  20  Bro. 
Austin  Eiler  of  Nampa,  Idaho,  gave  the  morning  message.  On 
Aug.  31  our  church  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary  with  a  har- 
vest sermon,  basket  dinner,  and  special  program  in  the  after- 
noon. Bro.  Weaver,  our  pastor,  brought  the  morning  message 
and  Bro.  Otho  Winger  was  in  charge  of  the  afternoon  activities. 
Special  music  was  given  throughout  the  day.  Eld.  T.  G.  Weaver 
was  in  charge  of  our  council  held  on  Sept.  5.  Bro.  Kintner  was 
present  and  led  in  the  devotions.  Bro.  Weaver  was  re-elected 
elder.  Delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Monticello  are  Frank 
Ulery  and  Lenard  Custer.  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected. 
The  church  voted  to  relicense  Brethren  Wilbur  Norris  and  Les- 
ter Young.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  25  at  7  p.  m. — Mrs. 
S.  L.  Young,  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Sept.  25. 

Iowa 
Beaver. — Bro.  Breon  from  McPherson  College  was  with  us  on 
Aug.  10  and  preached  a  very  timely  sermon  on  Faith.    On  Aug. 
24  Bro.  F.  Willard  Powers  of  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  talked  on  Men's 


When  em  insurance  man  solicits  new  business  from  people  with  whom  he  is  totally  unacquainted, 
this  form  of  solicitation  is  sometimes  called  "cold  turkey." 

Most  men  dread  this  type  of  an  approach  and  will  inform  themselves  about .  prospects  and 
prepare  their  presentation  before  attempting  an  interview.  With  this  knowledge  at  hand,  the 
"coldness"  usually  vanishes  and  profitable  interviews  are  obtained.  Furthermore,  foreknowledge 
makes  the  task  much  more  pleasant. 

'Tis  thus  with  regard  to  the  Home  Mission  Offering.  To  simply  receive  an  offering  (even  if  the 
attractive  "turkey"  envelopes  are  used)  is  to  get  a  "cold"  response.  The  way  to  get  "warmth" 
is  first  for  the  "agents"  (ministers,  Sunday-school  teachers  and  men's  work  leaders)  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  home  mission  work  and  of  the  plans  and  materials  available  for  presenting  the 
need  for  a  good  offering. 

You  are  earnestly  invited  to  pray,  prepare  and  then  vividly  present  the  home  mission  work  of 
our  church.  Those  three  steps  will  invoke  a  warm  response  and  "cold  turkey"  methods  will  be 
abolished  in  the  Lord's  work. — Harl  Russell,  President  of  Men's  Work. 
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Work.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  21  four  blind  Negro  boys  from 
the  blind  department  of  Piney  Woods  school  in  Mississippi  sang 
and  gave  short  talks.  Our  elder,  Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman  of  Dallas 
Center,  was  with  us  on  Sept.  25  for  a  business  meeting  to  elect 
our  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  for  another  year.  Bro. 
Diehl  is  our  faithful  pastor,  Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman  elder,  and 
Bro.'  C.  R.  Elliott  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  have  set 
Oct.  19  for  our  home-coming  and  rally  day.  A  welcome  is  ex- 
tended to  all.  Our  aid  has  been  busy;  we  began  cooking  for 
threshing  crews  on  July  14  and  cooked  767  meals  in  twenty 
days.  We  also  have  been  quilting.  Sister  Clara  Smith  is  our 
president. — Mrs.  S.  K.  Powers,   Beaver,   Iowa,   Oct.  2. 

Ivesier. — We  have  had  many  enjoyable  programs  during  the 
summer.  The  ladies'  quartet  of  McPherson  College  gave  us  a 
splendid  concert  in  July.  We  are  near  enough  Pine  Lake  Camp 
to  have  had  the  rare  privilege  of  hearing  Miss  Sylvia  Oiness,  who 
told  us  most  vividly  of  God's  care  of  those  aboard  the  Zamzam. 
Bro.  Dan  West  also  came  here  from  camp,  as  did  Bro.  Bittin- 
ger,  both  with  inspiring  messages.  On  Aug.  31  Lyle  Albright 
and  his  bride  were  installed  into  the  ministry  in  a  very  impres- 
sive ceremony,  following  a  sermon  by  the  pastor  on  The  Meaning 
of  the  Ministry.  Bro.  W.  T.  Luckett  of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  will 
be  with  us  on  Sept.  21  to  begin  a  two-week  evangelistic  serv- 
ice. On  Sept.  18  a  community  men's  dinner  was  held  in  our 
church  with  over  300  men  attending.  Governor  Wilson  was  the 
speaker  of  the  evening.— Mrs.  O.  R.  Slifer,  Conrad,  Iowa,  Sept.  18. 

Kansas 

Burr  Oak. — We  met  in  business  meeting  on  Sept.  28  with  Eld. 
S.  E.  Thompson  presiding.  Delegates  were  chosen  for  the  com- 
ing district  conference  to  be  held  in  the  Victor  church  near 
Covert,  Kans.  Brethren  Andrew  Renner  and  S.  E.  Thompson  are 
the  delegates.  We  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  love  feast  on 
Sept.  1  at  the  close  of  our  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings  con- 
ducted by  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield.  Bro.  Canfield  offi- 
ciated at  the  love  feast.  In  addition  to  Brother  and  Sister  Can- 
field,  we  had  two  other  visiting  ministers  and  their  wives  in  at- 
tendance at  the  love  feast.  Our  ladies'  group  is  still  quilting  at 
the  church  each  Wednesday  afternoon;  they  also  served  lunch 
at  a  public  sale  at  a  farm  home  recently. — Mrs.  S.  E.  Thomp- 
son, Burr   Oak,   Kans.,   Sept.   30. 

Gravel  Hill. — Bro.  R.  E.  Loshbaugh  of  Fredonia,  who  conducted 
our  love  feast  and  council  meeting,  has  been  re-elected  elder. 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Dressier  is  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Carolyn 
Winterchild  is  the  new  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Oldham  is  the  director  of  the  ladies'  aid  society.  Mrs. 
John  Isch  and  Bro.  C.  F.  Oldham  are  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting  to  be  held  at  our  church,  Oct.  24-27.  We  are  carrying 
on  without  a  pastor  at  the  present  time. — Clara  Kaufman,  Grid- 
ley,  Kans.,  Oct.  1. 

Maple  Grove. — We  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast  during  the  first 
two  weeks  of  August  when  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield 
held  evangelistic  meetings  here.  The  music  and  sermons  were 
inspiring  and  enjoyed  by  everyone.  They  made  eighty  calls 
while  in  our  community.  Six  were  baptized  and  two  came  into 
the  church  as  associate  members.  We  met  for  our  business  meet- 
ing on  Sept.  13.  Brother  Glen  Seitz  and  Sister  Esther  Jackson 
were  chosen  as  delegates  to  district  meeting.  Bro.  Ralph  Bishop 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  fall  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  4. — Mrs.  Clarence  Blickenstaff,  Norton, 
Kans.,  Sept.  30. 

Newton. — We  extend  our  greetings  to  those  now  in  other  loca- 
tions who  have  been  members  of  the  little  church  at  this  place, 
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Enthusiasm  regarding  the  Home  Missions  Offering  can  be  gen- 
erated also  if  the  children  of  the  junior  church  school  can  be 
enlisted  in  a  "turkey"  poster  contest.  Posters  should  be  displayed 
in  the  church  auditorium  and  classrooms  rather  freely. 


and  to  those  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  us,  as  in  special 
programs,  or  by  any  means.  Since  our  last  report  one  has  been 
received  by  letter,  one  by  baptism,  and  one  as  an  associate  mem- 
ber. Quite  a  number  of  our  members  have  moved  away  within 
the  last  year,  and  some  young  men  have  gone  to  camp.  Our 
pastor  and  his  wife  took  advantage  of  a  vacation  period  of  two 
weeks  and  have  reopened  their  work  with  even  more  zeal.  The 
children's  department  seems  to  be  steadily  growing  in  both  num- 
bers and  interest.  On  Sept.  11  our  regular  annual  business 
meeting  was  held.  Church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected,  finances  and  the  upkeep  of  the  church  were  discussed, 
and  dates  for  special  meetings  were  set.  The  time  appointed  for 
the  fall  communion  is  Nov.  2.  The  harvest  meeting,  held  on 
Sept.  28,  was  a  very  satisfying  event.  Our  speaker  of  both  the 
morning  and  afternoon  sessions  was  Dr.  W.  W.  Peters,  president 
of  McPherson  College.  His  splendid  addresses  were  full  of 
meaning  and  given  with  such  clarity  that  all  could  easily  under- 
stand the  messages.  The  subjects  of  his  two  sermons  were  God 
in  Our  Lives,  and  Living  the  Abundant  Life.  The  intermediates 
and  young  people  met  for  a  rally  and  business  meeting  on  Sept. 
21,  and  though  few  were  present,  they  reported  an  enjoyable 
meeting.  The  ladies'  aid  has  resumed  their  work  of  quilting. 
The  missionary  group  meets  once  a  month  and  the  aid  once  a. 
week.  Plans  have  been  made  for  a  union  revival  meeting  with 
the  other  churches  of  our  town,  to  take  place  in  the  latter  part 
of  January. — Mrs.  Glenn  A.  Johnson,  Newton,  Kans.,  Sept.  30. 
Verdigris. — We  met  for  our  regular  business  meeting  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  Sept.  11,  following  a  fellowship  dinner  at  noon. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  M.  Lehman,  had  charge  of  the  meeting.  As 
Bro.  C.  A.  Miller  is  leaving  our  district,  we  chose  Bro.  Zook 
from  the  Osage  church  as  our  elder  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Lehman  will  be  our  pastor  again  for  the  next  year.  Sisters 
Lona  Harvey  and  Pearl  Cain  were  chosen  delegates  to  district 
meeting.  Bro.  J.  M.  Harvey  was  elected  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. On  Sept.  11  our  aid  society  also  elected  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  Sister  Pearl  was  elected  president  of  our 
women's  group  and  Sister  Awilda  Johnson  president  of  the  aid 
society.  During  July  and  August  we  had  no  preaching  on  Sun- 
day evening,  but  after  the  young  people's  meeting  we  had  a  pro- 
gram. On  the  first  night  the  women  gave  the  program  and  the 
next  night  the  men,  then  the  young  people,  and  the  children 
would  give  the  program  on  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month.  We  are 
planning  for  a  revival  meeting  this  fall  beginning  Nov.  3.  Bro. 
Leonard  Birkin  from  Independence  will  conduct  the  meeting. 
We  have  a  committee  to  see  about  painting  our  church;  they  are 
soliciting  for  funds  and  are  going  to  paint  in  the  near  future. — 
Ella  Garriott,  Madison,  Kans.,  Sept.  29. 

Maryland 

Flower  Hill. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  18  and  elected  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year.  The  district  mission  board  was  re- 
elected as  elder  until  1944.  Bro.  Perry  May  was  elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  19, 
The  ladies'  aid  met  on  Sept.  21  and  elected  officers.  Bro.  Jesse 
Ziegler  preached  his  farewell  sermon  on  Aug.  10.  Since  that 
time  our  new  minister,  Bro.  Chester  Harley,  has  preached  sev- 
eral times  and  we  find  him  very  conscientious  and  devoted  to- 
his  work. — Mrs.  D.  A.  Davis,  Rockville,  Md.,  Sept.  30. 

University  Park. — A  large  number  of  our  members  met  on 
the  evening  of  July  22  and  enjoyed  a  fellowship  dinner  and  pro- 
gram, giving  expression  to  our  appreciation,  good  will  and  best 
wishes  for  Brother  and  Sister  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  who,  after  hav- 
ing been  with  us  for  about  six  years,  were  to  leave  for  another 
field  of  labor.  The  occasion,  while  not  free  from  regret,  was  one 
of  pleasant  fellowship.  The  worship  services  during  August 
were  conducted  by  our  ministers,  Brethren  Brumbaugh,  Seidler 
and  McKay.  Through  the  efforts  of  our  missionary  director, 
Sister  Brumbaugh,  an  impressive  missionary  program  was  ren- 
dered on  Aug.  24,  consisting  of  a  pageant  depicting  the  distress 
and  suffering  inflicted  on  a  Chinese  family  through  air  raids  and 
bombing,  and  the  relief  rendered  by  missionaries.  Following 
this  addresses  were  given  by  Sisters  Lydia  W.  Brumbaugh,  Ruth 
Williar  and  Leona  Galentine  on  the  work  accomplished  and  now 
being  done  by  our  missionaries  in  China  and  India.  The  first 
Sunday  of  September  marked  the  coming  of  Bro.  John  D.  Long, 
our  new  and  unanimously  chosen  pastor.  The  church  on  Sept. 
18  enjoyed  a  beautiful  service — the  installation  of  Bro.  Long  as 
pastor,  conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman.  This 
was  followed  by  a  general  reception  for  the  pastor.  Since  our 
last  report  Brethren  Alton  Williar  and  Ray  Ogburn  have  been 
added  to  our  deacon  board  and  will  be  installed  in  the  near 
future.  The  church  recently  licensed  Bro.  Robert  McKay  to 
serve  in  the  ministry.  The  licensing  service  was  impressively 
conducted  with  Eld.  Joseph  Bowman  officiating.  Church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  selected  at  the  September  business 
meeting.  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  will  continue  as  our  elder, 
and  E.  Parker  Dupler  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro. 
Long  has  been  preaching  some  very  fine  sermons,  lending  en- 
couragement to  our  membership. — Mrs.  Mack  Baliles,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Oct.  1. 

Michigan 

Fairview. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  2  to  elect  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  Fred  Stutzman  was  elected  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  A  large  number  attended  the  summer  assembly 
held  at  the  Pleasant  View  church.     Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
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on  Nov.  15  with  a  program  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  the 
communion  service  at  night.  James  Guthrie,  who  is  at  Camp 
Stronach,  Mich.,  was  home  and  gave  us  a  talk  about  the  camp. 
Mr.  Brumbaugh,  who  is  from  Camp  Lagro,  Ind.,  also  gave  us  a 
talk.  George  Sayers  filled  the  pulpit  when  Brother  and  Sister 
Guthrie  visited  their  son  at  Camp  Stronach.— Ada  Leininger, 
Jasper,  Mich.,  Sept.  29. 

Missouri 

Pleasant  Mound.— We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  31  with  our  eld- 
er, Bro.  James  Mohler,  in  charge.  We  had  a  good  attendance. 
Bro.  Mohler  was  re-elected  elder  and  Sister  Bertha  Foster  was 
elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  It  was  decided  to  have 
our  love  feast  on  the  Saturday  after  Thanksgiving,  subject  to 
change  if  we  have  a  series  of  meetings  near  that  date.  Bro. 
Ralph  Skaggs,  our  pastor,  preaches  the  first  and  third  Sundays 
of  the  month.  Two  have  been  added  to  the  church  this  sum- 
mer. Our  ladies'  aid  meets  every  week.  They  are  busy  quilt- 
ing and  have  more  work  waiting.  Brother  and  Sister  Artie 
Adkins  from  Cabool  pleasantly  surprised  us  on  Aug.  31.  They 
were  en  route  to  St.  Joseph  where  they  will  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.  Bro.  Adkins  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  for  us. 
The  district  meeting  will  be  held  here  Oct.  3-6.— Mrs.  W.  B. 
Wells,  Osceola,  Mo.,  Sept.  22. 

Rockingham. — Our  elder,  Bro.  Oscar  Early,  called  a  special 
business  meeting  on  Aug.  25.  There  was  a  very  satisfactory 
representation  of  the  members,  and  after  the  special  business 
of  securing  a  pastor  was  attended  to,  we  proceeded  to  the  reg- 
ular quarterly  work  of  the  new  year  which  begins  on  Oct.  1. 
For  Sunday-school  superintendent  Bro.  J.  D.  VanPelt  was  re- 
tained. The  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  S.  L.  Hogan  and 
the  writer,  with  Wendell  Newham  and  Doris  Bowles  delegates 
to  the  Sunday-school  meeting.  Our  district  meeting  is  to  be 
held  in  our  adjoining  congregation,  Wakenda,  and  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  good  meetings.  We  feel  that  we  are  very  for- 
tunate in  securing  Bro.  Floyd  Jarboe  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo., 
for  our  pastor.  He  and  his  family  are  now  settled  with  us  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  being  able  to  accomplish  more  work 
A>r  God's  kingdom.  Our  aid  society  has  been  moving  forward 
and  has  accomplished  several  tasks  which  make  us  feel  that  we 
have  a  very  real  part  in  the  program  at  this  place— Mattie  Lam, 
Hardin,  Mo.,  Sept.  30. 

Nebraska 

Oclavia. — Bro.  S.  A.  Garber  and  family,  our  part-time  pastors, 
(Came  Mar.  1  to  help  with  the  work  at  this  place.  Recently  Bro. 
Paul  Brandt  and  Bro.  Dell  from  Holmesville  assisted  our  elder, 
Bro.  L.  L.  Meek,  in  installing  Bro.  Garber  and  wife  into  the 
full  ministry.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  Sunday  evening,  Aug. 
10.  Bro.  Milton  Early,  pastor  of  the  Omaha  church,  officiated. 
We  were  glad  for  visitors  from  the  Omaha  church.  Over  forty 
surrounded  the  tables.  About  twenty  attended  the  family  camp 
at  Horky's  Park  during  the  second  week  of  August.  Bro.  Floyd 
Ditzler  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  com- 
ing year  at  our  recent  business  meeting.  Several  plan  to  attend 
the  district  conference  at  Omaha  Oct.  10-13.  Bro.  Garber  and 
Sister  Mary  Ann  Eberly  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing.— Susie  Burkholder,  Octavia,  Nebr.,   Sept.  28. 

New  York 

King  Ferry. — Our  aid  society  and  the  Sunday  school  enjoyed  a 
picnic  on  July  4  at  Stuarts  Park  in  Ithaca.  At  our  June  council 
a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  have  signs  made  and  put 
at  different  corners  to  direct  strangers  to  our  church.  We  had 
a  very  enjoyable  home-coming  day  in  our  church  on  July  28. 
After  the  church  service  lunch  was  served  in  the  basement,  fol- 
lowed by  a  program  of  old  hymns  and  talks.  We  left  feeling  it 
was  good  to  have  been  there.  Two  young  girls  from  here  at- 
tended camp  at  Elizabethtown  this  year.  The  fall  council  was 
held  on  Sept.  14.  Bro.  R.  P.  Bucher  and  wife  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Weaver  were  present  for  this  meeting.  We  enjoyed  their 
visit  very  much;  also  the  messages  from  Brethren  Bucher  and 
Weaver  in  the  morning  service.  At  this  meeting  all  officers  for 
church  and  Sunday  school  were  elected.  Bro.  Bucher  was 
chosen  elder  for  another  year  and  Bro.  Dean  Weibly  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  All  financial  reports  showed  the  organi- 
zations in  good  condition.  Our  aid  reorganized  with  Sister  Jewel 
Bowman  as  president.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming 
of  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing  of  Virginia  for  our  revival  the  last 
two  weeks  in  November.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  close 
of  the  meeting.— Mrs.  C.  W.  Roller,  King  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  23. 

North  Dakota 

Minot. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  7.  Bro.  Ralph 
Petry  was  elected  elder  for  the  coming  year,  and  Bro.  Sigurd 
Severson  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  had  one  week  of 
revival  meetings  beginning  Sept.  7.  They  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  Sylvan  Stemen  of  Edgeley,  N.  Dak.  We  are  having  an  all- 
day  harvest  meeting  on  Oct.  12,  with  our  love  feast  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  We  hope  that  many  from  the  adjoining  churches 
will  be  with  us  at  both  meetings.  We  feel  that  the  Minot  church 
has  grown  during  the  past  year — not  in  numbers  but  in  spiritu- 
ality.—Mrs.  Charles  A.  Zook,  Minot,  N.  Dak.,  Sept.  25. 


Ohio 

Brookville. — Dr.  and  Mrs.  V.  F.  Schwalm  were  with  us  on  the 
morning  of  Aug.  3.  Dr.  Schwalm,  president  of  Manchester  Col- 
lege, delivered  a  sermon  on  The  Problem  of  Human  Suffering. 
Glorification  was  the  title  of  Bro.  Frank  Shank's  sermon  on 
Aug.  10.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Kahle  of  Virginia  began  his  message 
on  Stretching  Short  Dollars.  Since  his  message  of  twenty  dif- 
ferent talks  had  to  be  presented  in  concise  form  because  of  his 
short  stay,  we  allowed  him  the  time  of  the  adult  Sunday-school 
hour  and  also  the  church  hour,  besides  Monday  and  Tuesday 
evenings.  We  regret,  however,  that  his  coming  was  not  an- 
nounced, so  that  outsiders  might  have  taken  advantage  of  his 
worth-while  message.  We  convened  in  regular  quarterly  council 
on  Aug.  27.  Two  letters  were  granted  and  a  letter  of  member- 
ship was  received.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Trotwood  was  re-elected 
elder  and  Bro.  Paul  Fidler  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro. 
Paul  Kinsel's  bride  was  installed  to  the  eldership.  Our  evan- 
gelist, Bro.  Oliver  Austin,  will  be  here  on  Nov.  23.  The  date 
of  our  love  feast  is  set  for  Oct.  19  at  7:00  p.  m.  We  were  priv- 
ileged to  have  Bro.  Omer  Maphis  with  us  during  the  Sunday- 
school  hour,  and  also  to  deliver  the  morning  sermon  on  Aug.  31. 
Our  ladies'  aid  furnished  two  packets  for  our  Civilian  Service 
camps.  One  striking  theme  of  a  sermon  recently  preached  by 
our  pastor  was  The  Church — Our  Sanctuary,  What  Are  We  Do- 
ing for  Her?  At  our  September  mother  and  daughter  meeting 
all  who  were  present  were  impressed  by  the  interesting  trave- 
logue given  by  Sister  Naomi  Kinsel,  Her  tour  included  the  trip 
to  Annual  Conference  and  the  trip  to  Mexico  City  where  she 
and  her  husband  were  delegates  to  the  International  Congress 
on  Christian  Education.  She  also  displayed  articles  from  Mex- 
ico.—Mrs.   Russell   Miller,    Brookville,    Ohio,    Sept.   27. 

Middle  District. — Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  in  the 
month  of  June  with  Miss  Miriam  Coppock  as  director,  assisted  by 
several  United  Brethren  Sunday-school  teachers,  as  well  as  sev- 
eral of  our  own.  At  the  close  of  the  school  we  had  a  picnic  din- 
ner with  a  short  program  in  the  afternoon.  Several  of  our 
boys  and  girls  attended  camp  this  summer.  Our  fall  council  was 
held  on  Aug.  30,  at  which  time  Bro.  Ralph  Brumbaugh  and  wife 
were  installed  in  the  ministry.  Bro.  Nevin  Coppock  was  re- 
elected Sunday-school  superintendent.  Beginning  on  Sept.  1 
Bro.  C.  V.  Coppock  will  devote  his  full  time  to  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict church;  in  the  past  year  he  had  been  serving  both  the  West 
Charleston  and  Middle  District  churches.  Bro.  Ivan  Ikenberry 
will  have  charge  of  the  West  Charleston  church  this  coming  year. 
Our  rally  day  will  be  the  first  Sunday  in  October,  and  home- 
coming will  be  on  Oct.  26.  Bro.  C.  Walter  Warstler  of  Middle- 
town,  Ohio,  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  here  the  last  week 
in  November,  and  continue  for  two  weeks. — Mrs.  Ethel  Coppock, 
Tipp  City,  Ohio,   Oct.  1. 

Pitsburg. — At  our  last  quarterly  council  meeting  held  on 
Sept.  18  with  Eld.  Oliver  Royer  presiding,  officers  for  church 
and  Sunday  school  were  chosen.  Our  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent is  Bro.  Daniel  Smith.  An  installation  service  was  held 
on  Sept.  28  for  all  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  for  the 
year  beginning  Oct.  1.  Just  recently  our  women's  work  officers 
were  chosen;  Sister  Alice  Ankerman  is  the  president.  Oct.  5 
will  be  promotion  day,  when  certificates  and  seals  for  perfect 
Sunday-school  attendance  for  the  past  year  will  be  given;  also 
certificates  and  seals  for  Bible  reading  for  the  second  year's 
work.  Our  Annual  Conference  offering  was  $140.25.  The  Breth- 
ren Service  offering  to  date  has  been  $455.85.  During  the  months 
of  July  and  August  our  Sunday  evening  services  were  dispensed 
with  and  we  joined  with  the  churches  of  the  community  and 
towns  in  services  in  the  park  at  Arcanum.  Our  Sunday  school 
and  church  held  an  outing  on  Aug.  3  at  the  park  in  Greenville 
with  regular  services  followed  by  a  picnic  dinner.  A  number  of 
our  women  attended  the  women's  work  meeting  at  Ft.  McKin- 
ley.  Our  church  was  well  represented  at  the  mass  meeting  held 
at  Ludlow  Falls  on  Aug.  17,  sponsored  by  the  men's  work  of 
Southern  Ohio.  During  the  summer  two  church  weddings  were 
held  in  our  church,  and  also  a  number  of  weddings  in  the  homes. 
Our  revival  meeting  will  t>e  held  by  Bro.  Elden  M.  Petry  of 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  Nov.  17-30.  Our  annual  fall  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Oct.  25  at  7:00  p.  m.,  followed  by  breakfast  on 
Sunday  morning.  A  cordial  invitation  is  given  to  all  to  be  with 
us  in  these  meetings.  We  are  planning  to  redecorate  the  church 
auditorium  and  buy  new  light  fixtures  and  Venetian  blinds.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  entertaining  the  women's  work  for  next 
year,  in  the  month  of  February.  Two  of  our  members  have 
been  in  hospitals  for  major  operations.  We  are  hoping  for  their 
speedy  recovery.  Two  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  our 
church  during  the  past  few  months,  and  during  the  past  year 
we  have  lost  five  members  by  death.  We  received  five  members 
by  letter  at  our  last  council  meeting.  We  are  expecting  a  num- 
ber from  our  church  and  community  to  attend  the  Darke  County 
convention  in  Greenville,  Ohio.  The  main  speaker  will  be  Bro. 
V.  F.  Schwalm,  president  of  Manchester  College. — Mrs.  J.  W. 
Eikenberry,    Arcanum,    Ohio,    Sept.    30. 

Pleasant  Hill. — The  church  met  in  a  business  meeting  on  Aug. 
26  with  Bro.  Oliver  Royer  in  charge.  Officers  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Lester 
Sollenberger  was  elected  general  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
and  Bro.  Royer  was  re-elected  elder.  Bro.  Otis  Landis,  a  Beth- 
any Seminary  student,  was  installed  into  the  ministry.  Breth- 
ren Ralph  Warner,  Beecher  Beery  and  Harvey  Leonard   were 
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elected  deacons.  The  women's  organization  met  on  the  evening 
of  Sept.  26  and  new  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year. 
Rally  day  will  be  observed  in  our  Sunday  school  on  Oct.  5.  All 
superintendents  and  teachers  were  installed  in  a  very  impres- 
sive service  at  the  morning  service  on  Sept.  28. — Maude  Arnett, 
Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  Oct.  1. 

(  Pennsylvania 

Akron. — On  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  31,  Bro.  John  Barwick 
spoke  to  us  of  his  experiences  during  his  stay  in  London,  and 
the  need  of  the  British  people.  This  proved  very  interesting. 
The  men's  work  group  brought  Mr.  Barwick  to  our  church. 
On  Sept.  2  the  Akron  church  met  in  council  with  Eld.  David 
Snader  presiding.  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year,  also  a  member  for  the  advisory  board,  and  the  church  and 
Sunday-school  treasurers'  reports  were  also  given.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  25  at  2:00  p.  m.  Bro.  James  Moore  will 
be  the  evangelist  for  our  January  meeting. — George  B.  Wolf, 
Akron,  Pa.,   Sept.   24. 

Cherry  Lane. — Three  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Har- 
mony's young  people's  session.  The  church  and  parsonage  were 
painted  during  the  summer.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Beery,  attended 
the  La  Verne  Conference  as  a  Standing  Committee  delegate,  and 
Sister  Beery  as  a  representative  of  our  congregation.  During  our 
pastor's  absence  the  preaching  appointments  were  filled  by  Bro. 
Isaac  Wareham.  A  pleasant  and  profitable  occasion  was  the 
harvest  home  service  and  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  held 
on  Sept.  7.  Sister  Madolyn  Taylor  of  Alum  Bank  delivered  the 
harvest  sermon.  At  the  afternoon  session  Sister  Taylor  spoke 
and  also  Bro.  Wayne  Carr  of  Juniata.  Both  brought  Spirit- 
filled  messages.  At  this  service  inspiring  gospel  singing  was 
rendered  by  Misses  Taylor  and  Miller,  and  Mrs.  Shaffer,  all  of 
Alum  Bank.  On  Oct.  13  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury  will  be- 
gin a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  here. — Faye  Koontz,  Clear- 
ville,  Pa.,  Sept.  27. 

Geiger. — Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter,  pastor  of  the  Sipesville  church, 
will  begin  a  one  week's  evangelistic  meeting  in  our  church  on 
Oct.  27,  which  will  close  with  a  communion  service  on  Nov.  2 
at  7:00  p.  m.  Our  congregation  was  greatly  grieved  by  the  sud- 
den and  unexpected  passing  of  Sister  Ellen  Smith  on  Sept.  11. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes,  will  begin  a  two  weeks'  evangel- 
istic meeting  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  on  Oct.  5.  Our  Sun- 
day school  elected  Bro.  H.  J.  Beabes  as  superintendent  for  the 
coming  year.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  declined  slightly 
during  the  summer  months.  Sisters  E.  C.  Moon  and  Sara  Mae 
Baer  represented  our  Sunday  school  at  the  district  Sunday- 
school  convention  held  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Aug.  27,  28.  Our 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  enjoyed  the  fellowship  of  Bro.  Wayne  R.  Reiman  of 
Clearfield,  Pa.,  and  of  our  pastor  at  a  vesper  service  and  camp- 
fire  held  on  Aug.  10.  James  Baughman  is  the  new  president  of 
the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  and  Mrs.  Edna  Hottle  is  adult  adviser.  Our  Sun- 
day-school offering  for  two  Sundays  in  August  was  donated  to  the 
Old  Folks'  Home,  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  a  liberal  donation  to 
the  same.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  also  gave  $10  for  missions.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  were  held  every  two  weeks  throughout  the 
summer;  the  attendance  was  fairly  good.  The  young  people  of 
our  congregation  take  a  great  interest  in  the  work  of  this  or- 
ganization. Some  of  the  local  members  attended  the  rally  of 
circuit  number  four  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  of  which  this 
congregation  is  a  part,  held  at  the  Middle  Creek  church  on 
Sept.  14.  The  pastors  of  the  various  churches  of  the  circuit 
brought  inspiring  messages  centered  around  the  theme,  Build- 
ing With  Christ.  Sister  Sara  Mae  Baer  represented  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  at  the  district  Sunday-schol  convention  at  Uniontown.  The 
fiscal  year  of  the  church  does  not  begin  until  Jan.  1. — Wilbert 
G.  Beeghly,  Listie,  Pa.,  Sept.  29. 

Hooversville. — On  Aug.  8  Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  was  with  us 
and  gave  a  talk  to  the  women  of  our  community.  The  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Lutheran  church.  After  her  talk  a  social  hour 
was  held  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  A  community  Bible 
school  was  held  this  summer.  On  Aug.  31  we  held  our  Sunday 
school  at  Camp  Harmony,  and  also  a  picnic.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
sent  clothing  for  relief,  and  also  a  kit  to  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camp  at  Kane,  Pa.  We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  14.  Eld. 
W.  D.  Rummel  was  moderator.  Officers  were  elected  for  an- 
other year.  One  letter  was  granted.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  12.  Bro.  D.  Howard  Keiper  of  the 
Morrellville  church  of  Johnstown  will  preach  for  us  three  nights 
preceding  our  love  feast. — Blanche  M.  Hershberger,  Hoovers- 
ville,  Pa.,    Sept.   28. 

Koontz. — On  Aug.  19  Paul  Voronaeff,  a  Russian  refugee  and 
evangelist,  was  at  our  church  and  gave  a  talk  and  showed  pic- 
tures. Three  of  our  junior  girls  attended  Camp  Harmony.  Our 
harvest  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  7  with  a  morning  and  evening 
service  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury.  He  gave  us  two 
spiritual  sermons.  Our  church  met  in  quarterly  council  on 
Sept.  23  to  elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple 
was  elected  elder  and  Lawrence  Snyder  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. The  young  people's  rally  of  circuit  number  three 
was  held  at  our  church  on  Sept.  28.  The  speaker  of  the  after- 
noon was  Bro.  Kenneth  Morse  and  of  the  evening  Bro.  Charles 
Heltzel.  The  fellowship  supper  and  vesper  services  were  en- 
joyed by  the  young  people.  The  theme  of  the  rally  was  Build- 
ing With  Christ.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening, 
Oct.  19,— Laura  Baker,  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Sept.  29. 


Maiden  Creek, — We  held  our  harvest  meeting  on  Sunday 
morning,  Aug.  17.  Bro.  Robert  Cocklin  from  Mechanicsburg 
gave  us  a  Spirit-filled  message.  He  also  preached  for  us  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  Lakeside  tabernacle  at  the  old  Reber  home- 
stead. On  Sept.  6  we  held  our  fall  council  meeting.  We  elected 
our  Sunday-school  officers  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Our  eld- 
er's term  expired,  so  we  re-elected  him  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
Two  members  were  added  to  our  trustee  board.  The  church  has 
decided  to  fix  our  parking  yard  before  winter.  On  Sept.  14  we 
held  our  yearly  all-day  meeting  at  the  historical  church  at  Price- 
town.  Brother  and  Sister  Grant  Group  from  East  Berlin  and 
their  daughter  and  her  husband,  Brother  and  Sister  Walter 
Keeney  from  Gettysburg,  spent  the  day  with  us.  Bro.  Group 
gave  us  the  message  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon  Bro. 
David  Weaver  from  Baumstown  spoke.  Both  of  these  messages 
were  much  appreciated.  The  services  were  well  attended  and  it 
again  gave  us  renewed  courage  to  work  onward.  In  the  after- 
noon and  evening  of  Sept.  21  a  regional  temperance  conference 
was  held  at  our  church;  Long  Run,  Reading,  Allentown  and 
Maiden  Creek  churches  were  included.  The  addresses  in  the 
afternoon  were  given  by  Brethren  A.  P.  Wenger  from  Ephrata 
and  Frank  S.  Carper  from  Palmyra.  The  Long  Run  church  fur- 
nished the  music  of  the  afternoon.  The  evening  addresses  were 
given  by  Brethren  Charles  Weaver  from  Manheim  and  Galen 
Kilhefner  from  Elizabethtown.  The  Reading  male  chorus  fur- 
nished the  music  for  the  evening.  The  addresses  were  timely,  in- 
spiring and  well  received;  services  were  well  attended  and  lib- 
eral offerings  were  lifted  for  the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 
—Edith   Fretz  Reber,  Mohrsville,  Pa.,   Sept.   28. 

Maple  Grove. — Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of  Woodbury  conducted  a  two 
weeks'  revival  meeting  here  beginning  on  Aug.  17.  The  at- 
tendance and  interest  were  very  good.  Visiting  groups  from  ad- 
joining churches,  and  special  musical  numbers  contributed 
much  to  these  meetings.  Through  Bro.  Pepple's  efforts  six  ex- 
pressed their  desire  to  be  baptized  and  join  the  church.  We 
were  glad  to  have  Sister  Pepple  accompany  her  husband  and 
be  with  us  through  these  meetings.  On  Sept.  2  our  pastor,  Bro. 
P.  C.  Strayer,  baptized  six  persons.  We  met  in  regular  council 
on  Sept.  14  and  elected  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
and  leaders  for  the  coming  year.  Our  members  are  responding 
well  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  work.  The  ladies'  aid  Is 
working  for  several  relief  projects  at  the  present  time.  Our 
Sunday-school  record  was  high  for  the  past  summer  until  this 
county  was  placed  under  quarantine  because  of  the  epidemic  of 
infantile  paralysis,  since  which  time  all  children  under  sixteen 
years  have  been  absent  from  church  and  Sunday-school  serv- 
ices. We  trust  this  epidemic  may  speedily  clear  away  so  we 
may  have  our  girls  and  boys  join  us  again  in  worship.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  here  on  Oct.  5,  or  later  if  our  young  people 
are  still  in  quarantine. — Florence  Kelley,  Elton,  Pa.,  Sept.  27. 

Meyersdale. — At  the  regular  quarterly  council  meeting  held  on 
Oct.  2  Mrs.  Mary  Griffith,  Carrie  Miller,  Charles  Lichty  and 
Daniel  S.  Gnagey  were  elected  delegates  to  the  district  meeting 
of  Western  Pennsylvania  to  be  held  Oct.  22,  23  in  the  Roxbury 
church  at  Johnstown.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  was 
instructed  to  invite  the  district  meeting  to  be  held  in  Meyers- 
dale  in  1942.  Ovir  fall  revival  meeting  will  be  held  Nov.  2-9  with 
Bro.  Earl  Bowman  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  as  the  evangelist.  Our 
love  feast  and  communion  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  Nov.  16,  at 
6:30  p.  m.  Our  pastor  was  authorized  by  the  church  council  to 
request  the  elders'  body  at  district  meeting  to  ordain  Bro.  John 
D.  Long  as  an  elder.  Bro.  Long,  who  is  a  son  of  the  Meyersdale 
congregation,  recently  graduated  from  Bethany  Biblical  Sem- 
inary and  is  now  serving  as  pastor  of  the  University  Park  church 
near  Washington,  D.  C.  The  pastor's  report  was  received  and 
adopted.  A  contest  between  the  men's  and  women's  adult 
classes  has  been  started,  to  continue  throughout  the  present 
quarter,  the  object  being  to  boost  the  attendance  in  the  adult 
department  of  the  Sunday  school.  The  losers  will  be  expected 
to  entertain  the  winners  at  a  supper  to  be  given  at  the  end  of 
the  contest.  Sister  Miller  and  her  aides  are  already  engaged  in 
preparation  for  a  Christmas  cantata  to  be  given  during  the  hol- 
iday season.  Such  productions  that  have  been  given  in  the  past 
have  been  marvels  in  interest  and  accuracy  of  presentation.— 
W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Oct.  6. 

Montgomery. — We  met  in  council  with  Eld.  D.  Howard  Keiper 
presiding.  Church  officers  were  elected  for  another  year.  Bro. 
Keiper  was  re-elected  elder;  this  will  be  the  fourth  year  for  his 
services  at  our  church.  Two  deacons  were  installed.  Bro. 
John  Fetterman  gave  a  fine  report  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
church.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Brethren  Oran 
Fyock  and  LeRoy  Brillhart.  Our  home-coming  was  held  on 
Sept.  28.  The  principal  address  was  given  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robin- 
son, pastor  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church.  The  evening  service 
was  addressed  by  Bro.  Clarence  Rosenberger,  pastor  of  the  Plum 
Creek  congregation.  We  enjoyed  the  entire  program,  and  es- 
pecially the  groups  that  came  from  neighboring  churches  and 
took  part  in  the  program. — Annie  S.  Walker,  Rochester  Mills, 
Pa.,  Sept.  30. 

Myerslown. — Every  month  we  have  been  contributing  toward 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  program.  On  July  13  Bro.  Roy  For- 
ney brought  us  some  very  inspiring  and  helpful  messages.  Our 
annual  home-coming  service  was  held  at  Royer's  meetinghouse 
on  July  20.  The  morning  service  was  in  charge  of  the  Myers- 
town  congregation,  the  afternoon  service  was  conducted  by  mem- 
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foers  of  the  Heidelberg  congregation,  and  the  evening  service 
was  conducted  by  members  of  the  Richland  congregation.  On 
July  27  the  Annville  chorus  rendered  a  very  fine  musical  pro- 
gram. Bro.  S.  Clyde  Weaver  brought  us  a  timely  message  on 
Aug.  3.  On  Aug.  24  the  young  people  sponsored  a  musical  pro- 
gram given  by  the  Spurlock  male  quartet. — Mrs.  Clarence  Dub- 
ble,  Myerstown,  Pa.,  Oct.  1. 

Noixisiown. — Our  church  sponsored  a  successful  daily  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  under  the  direction  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Alder- 
fer.  At  the  close  the  children  presented  a  pageant,  The  Work 
of  God.  .  On  July  13  Miss  Etta  Davis,  a  missionary  under  the 
Mennonite  Church  board,  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  of  her  work 
in  China.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Kenneth  Morse  from  Altoona  was 
the  guest  speaker.  During  our  pastor's  vacation  the  pulpit  was 
very  ably  filled  by  Bro.  Russell  Webber  of  Pottstown.  Bro.  H. 
Stover  Kulp  was  with  us  on  Sunday  morning  and  spoke  to  the 
Sunday  school  and  also  at  the  worship  services.  We  appreci- 
ated Bro.  Kulp's  messages  very  much.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  2  at  7  p.  m. — Emma  N.  Cassel,  Norristown,  Pa., 
Sept.  30. 

Pittsburgh. — A  young  couple  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  in  June.  They  presented  their  baby  in  consecration; 
thus  a  family  were  happily  united  in  Christian  service.  Our 
annual  outing  was  held  in  McBride  Park  with  more  than  sixty 
attending.  Several  Sunday  evening  vesper  services  were  held 
this  summer.  The  Sunday-school  and  women's  work  organiza- 
tions contributed  funds  to  send  six  of  our  juniors  and  intermedi- 
ates to  Camp  Harmony.  During  August  Pastor  W.  H.  Neff  and 
family  enjoyed  a  well-earned  vacation  with  home  folks,  and  our 
resident  ministers  and  a  student  minister  brought  the  messages. 
Brethren  T.  R.  Coffman,  Dean  Walter,  D.  D.  Rummel,  and  our 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  R.  R.  McMillan,  all  brought  fine 
messages.  Our  pastor  and  family  returned  in  time  for  our  dis- 
trict Sunday-school  and  ministerial  meeting  held  at  Uniontown 
the  last  week  of  August.  Six  of  our  members  attended  this 
meeting.  Both  our  elder  and  pastor  were  speakers  at  these 
meetings.  Our  aid  society  and  women's  work  completed  their 
■quota  to  the  district  work  at  this  meeting.  A  packet  was  sent 
to  Camp  Kane  which  made  our  contributions  to  the  different 
funds  amount  to  $36.61.  A  faithful  band  of  quilters  meets  each 
Wednesday  to  work.  Sunday,  Sept.  14,  was  a  great  day  in  our 
church;  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  a  word  picture  of  India  and  its 
needs.  She  is  divinely  inspired  to  tell  the  churches  in  the 
homeland  of  the  great  opportunity  in  this  great  needy  field  so 
precious  to  her  heart.  Being  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh church,  Sister  Ida  left  with  a  deep  wish  and  prayer 
from  us  that  God  will  continue  to  give  her  many  years  to  do 
what  her  heart  longs  to  do  for  her  Master.  The  offering  for 
missions  amounted  to  $91.  A  special  council  was  held  on  Sept.  17 
and  church  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  beginning  on  Oct. 
1.  One  letter  of  membership  was  received  at  this  meeting.  Bro. 
Dana  Z.  Eckert  was  elected  elder.  Our  church  was  represented 
at  the  La  Verne  Annual  Conference  by  Mrs.  F.  W.  Berkely,  who 
gave  a  fine  report  at  the  Sunday  morning  service  on  July  27. — 
M.   Elizabeth   Barnett,   Pittsburgh,    Pa.,    Sept.   23. 

Waynesboro. — At  our  recent  quarterly  church  business  meeting 
Bro.  George  L.  Detweiler  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  was  elected  pre- 
siding elder  for  the  coming  year.  Brother  and  Sister  Detweiler 
have  recently  accepted  the  call  to  assume  the  pastorate  of  our 
congregation  and  thus  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
in  July  of  Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler  and  wife,  who  left  us  to  take 
charge  of  the  work  at  the  Kane  Public  Service  camp.  The  Det- 
weilers  expect  to  begin  work  here  on  Dec.  1.  The  pastoral 
committee  reported  that  the  following  persons  will  fill  our  pulpit 
until  the  arrival  of  our  new  pastor:  Eld.  H.  H.  Nye,  Dr.  Edgar 
S.  Kiracofe  and  Prof.  Paul  Yoder,  all  of  Juniata  College;  Eld. 
N.  S.  Sellers  of  Lineboro,  Md.;  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Baugher  of  Eliz- 
abethtown  College.  During  August  and  September  Dr.  J.  Lin- 
wood  Eisenberg  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  Rev.  Lester  Myers  of  the 
Brethren  in  Christ  church,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  and  Brethren  W. 
C.  Wertz  and  Earl  Snader  of  our  local  ministry  preached  for  us 
in  the  morning.  On  Sunday  evenings  during  July,  August  and 
September  we  joined  with  other  churches  of  our  town  in  union 
services.  As  delegates  to  district  meeting,  which  will  be  held 
in  the  Shippensburg  church  on  Oct.  28,  29,  the  following  have 
been  elected:  H.  B.  Rinehart,  C.  R.  Oellig,  W.  C.  Wertz,  Stoler 
B.  Good,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Wertz.  We  expect  to  have  our  annual 
Thanksgiving  service  in  the  morning  of  Nov.  27.  Announce- 
ment was  made  that  the  finance  board  has  underwritten  100  cop- 
ies of  the  forthcoming  History  of  the  Southern  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania. A  committee  was  appointed  to  sell  the  copies  which 
have  not  been  engaged.  Because  the  children's  division  and  the 
intermediate  department  of  our  Sunday  school  have  been  closed 
a  few  Sundays  on  account  of  infantile  paralysis  quarantine  our 
usual  activities  for  the  week  of  Christian  Education  were  de- 
ferred until  later  in  the  autumn.  Our  Sunday-school  rally  will 
be  held  Oct.  19  instead  of  Oct.  5.— Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  Oct.   7. 

Welsh  Run.— We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  6  with  Eld.  William 
Hunsberger  presiding.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  our  love  feast  to  be  held  on  Nov.  1  at  1:30 
p.  m.  On  Aug.  2  we  held  our  harvest  meeting  with  a  good 
attendance.  Bro.  Edward  Wingert  was  the  guest  speaker.  On 
Sept.  7  Bro.  Howard  Danner  preached  for  us.  On  Sept.  28  we 
held  our  Sunday-school  meeting  with  a  good  attendance.  Bro. 
Ollie  Hevener  of  the  White  Oak  congregation  was  with  us  and 


preached  in  the  morning  session  on  faith;  he  also  spoke  in  the 
afternoon  session.  Other  speakers  were  Brethren  Omar  Nic- 
cary  and  Daniel  Flohr.  There  were  also  other  brethren  who 
led  the  discussions,  which  we  all  enjoyed. — John  D.  Martin,  Mer- 
cersburg,    Pa.,    Oct.    1. 

Tennessee 

Liberty. — We  met  on  Sept.  27  for  our  love  feast  and  had  a 
spiritual  feast  together.  These  meetings  are  a  great  blessing. 
Bro.  J.  R.  Jackson  gave  us  two  spiritual  messages  on  the  follow- 
ing Sunday,  when  four  joined  the  church  and  two  renewed  their 
faith.  On  Oct.  1  three  of  these  received  the  rite  of  baptism,  and 
the  other  one  will  soon.  Bro.  S.  H.  Garst  did  not  accept  the  in- 
vitation to  be  pastor  and  elder  here,  so  we  elected  Bro.  J.  R. 
Jackson  again  for  the  coming  year.  We  pray  for  a  spiritual  year 
together. — Mrs.   J.   B.   Isenberg,   Jonesboro,   Tenn.,   Oct.   6. 

Pleasant  Hill. — Recently  we  completed  the  payment  of  the 
church  debt  and  have  since  improved  the  interior  as  well  as  re- 
painted the  church.  On  Aug.  14  we  met  at  the  church  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  and  beautifying  the  grounds  and  cemetery. 
The  women  of  the  church  served  a  basket  lunch.  We  appreci- 
ated having  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  returned  missionary  to  Africa,  relate 
her  Zamzam  experience  at  our  morning  service  on  Aug.  17.  At 
the  evening  service  Brother  and  Sister  Rollins  were  with  us  to 
begin  a  two  weeks'  series  of  evangelistic  meetings.  This  was  the 
second  evangelistic  meeting  Brother  and  Sister  Rollins  have  held 
in  our  church.  Eighteen  sermons  were  delivered  with  an  evan- 
gelistic appeal.  Bro.  Rollins  visited  in  nearly  every  home  in  the 
community  and  did  much  personal  work.  Sister  Rollins  directed 
the  music,  told  stories  to  the  children  and  made  beautiful  rag 
pictures.  The  attendance  and  interest  were  fine  throughout  the 
entire  meeting.  Sixty  people  attended  in  a  delegation  from  the 
Mountain  Valley  church,  where  the  Rollinses  had  recently  closed 
a  meeting.  On  the  last  Sunday  an  all-day  meeting  and  basket 
dinner  were  largely  attended.  Fourteen  were  baptized  by  Bro. 
S.  H.  Garst,  our  pastor,  and  three  await  the  rite.  Four  were 
received  by  letter.  Twelve  ministers  attended  during  the  re- 
vival. Brother  and  Sister  Rollins  have  been  invited  by  the  local 
Methodist  minister  to  return  at  their  earliest  convenience  and 
conduct  a  union  evangelistic  service  in  his  church.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  20  we  met  at  the  church  to  hold  our  annual  fall 
love  feast,  which  was  well  attended.  Our  Sunday-school  attend- 
ance has  increased  since  we  have  secured  transportation  by 
means  of  a  school  bus  for  those  not  having  conveyance.  Our 
women's  work  meetings  are  progressing  nicely;  Christena  Allison 
Garst  was  elected  president  for  the  coming  year. — Lucile  Smith 
Glover,  Piney  Flats,  Tenn.,  Sept.  25. 
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Virginia 

Barren  Ridge. — -We  held  our  vacation  Bible  school  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  July.  The  total  enrollment  was  fifty-nine  with 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  forty-eight.  Counting  a  penny  a 
meal  for  relief,  the  children  gave  a  total  of  $12  during  the  two 
weeks.  At  our  quarterly  council  on  Aug.  16  Harold  Furr  was 
elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  On  Aug.  31  our  revival 
meeting  began  and  continued  through  Sept.  14.  Bro.  M.  R. 
Wolfe  of  Bridgewater  brought  us  eighteen  Spirit-filled  gospel 
sermons.  The  interest  and  attendance  were  good  throughout  the 
entire  meeting.  There  were  two  additions  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  18  at  6  p.  m. — Helen  E. 
Coffman,   Staunton,   Va.,   Sept.  25. 

Beaver  Creek. — Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  farewell  social  in  June 
in  honor  of  Bro.  Carroll  Ringgold,  who  was  installed  into  the 
ministry  last  spring  and  who  was  taking  up  his  first  summer  pas- 
torate at  Mathias,  W.  Va.  Carroll  has  been  a  splendid  worker  in 
our  group  and  at  this  social  we  presented  him  with  a  gift.  He 
has  entered  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  for  the  coming  year.  At 
our  July  council  at  the  Mt.  Bethel  church  officers  for  the  coming 
year  were  elected.  Bro.  A.  S.  Thomas  was  elected  elder.  Our 
evangelistic  meeting  was  held  at  the  Montezuma  church  Aug. 
10-24.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  S.  Coffman,  conducted  the  services 
the  first  week  and  Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  the  sec- 
ond week.  Seventeen  united  with  the  church.  The  Sunday- 
school  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  officers  have  been  elected  for  the  coming 
year  at  the  three  church  houses.  The  Montezuma  aid  is  con- 
ducting a  reading  contest  and  their  B.  Y.  P.  D.  project  is  to 
keep  the  church  lawn  mowed  and  cleaned.  The  Beaver  Creek 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  using  the  Lord's  acre  plan  to  raise  funds  for  their 
group. — Ruth   V.   Miller,   Bridgewater,   Va.,    Sept.   24. 

Brick. — Our  church  held  its  membership  day  on  Sept.  14.  One 
of  our  young  ministers,  Bro.  James  Boitnott,  gave  us  the  inspir- 
ing message  of  the  morning.  Dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds, 
and  time  was  allowed  for  friends  and  acquaintances  to  fellow- 
ship together  during  the  noon  hour.  In  the  afternoon  the  church 
met  in  council.     Bro.  J.  B.  Peters  was  elected  elder  and  Russell 


Boitnott  Sunday-school  superintendent.  One  letter  was  granted, 
and  a  family  of  seven  was  received  into  the  church  by  letter. 
We  decided  that  Ninevah,  a  mission  point  in  our  congregation, 
should  have  its  own  separate  Messenger  subscription  agent  and 
correspondent.  Our  love  feast  will  be  at  the  usual  time,  the 
Saturday  before  the  second  Sunday  in  October  at  6:00  p.  m.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  series  of  meetings,  beginning  Nov.  2 
and  continuing  for  two  weeks  thereafter.  Bro.  Horace  Spangler 
of  Roanoke,  Va.,  will  be  our  evangelist. — Sylvia  Flora,  Rocky 
Mount,   Va.,    Sept.    24. 

Elk  Run. — We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  us  at  our 
morning  service  on  June  29  Sister  Sara  Zigler  Myers,  returned 
missionary  to  China.  This  is  her  home  church,  and  we  always 
look  forward  to  her  visits.  The  women  of  the  church  gave  their 
regular  fifth  Sunday  missionary  program  at  the  evening  service 
on  the  same  day.  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  was  with  us  in  our 
revival  meeting  July  20 — Aug.  3.  He  delivers  gospel  messages  that 
are  not  soon  forgotten,  and  we  feel  that  we  were  strengthened  by 
his  efforts  in  our  behalf.  Five  were  received  by  baptism  and 
twenty-five  reconsecrated.  We  met  in  our  regular  visit  council 
on  Sept.  13,  but  since  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Muntzing  had  visited  in 
the  homes  of  most  of  the  members  during  the  revival,  the  visit 
was  dispensed  with,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  availed 
themselves  of  the  privilege  at  council.  Our  communion  will  be 
held  on  Sunday,  Oct.  26,  at  7:00  p.  m.  Reports  of  the  year's  work 
were  given  by  the  several  boards  and  committees,  the  most  of 
which  indicated  progress.  We  expect  to  have  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold 
with  us  on  Nov.  21  to  give  another  of  his  illustrated  programs  on 
Worship  in  Art.  Bro.  W.  H.  Zigler  has  again  been  chosen  as  our 
elder  and  pastor,  beginning  his  forty-first  year  of  ministerial 
labor  and  his  twenty-ninth  year  as  elder.  Bro.  W.  F.  Masincup 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  W.  H.  Zigler  is 
adult  adviser  for  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  The  aid  society  has  organized 
for  the  coming  year  with  Lucy  Zigler  as  president.  The  men's 
organization  reorganized  with  the  same  officers  they  had  last 
year.— Zada  E.  Collins,  Churchville,  Va.,  Sept.  29. 

Middle  River. — Several  from  our  church  attended  Camp  Bethel 


DISTRICT   MEETINGS 

Kansas,     Southeastern — Gravel 

Hill,  Oct.  24-27. 
Missouri,    Northern — Wakenda, 

Oct.   24-26. 
Pennsylvania.    Southern — Ship- 

pensburg,  Oct.  28,  29. 

LOVE  FEASTS 

California 

Nov.  16,  4  pm,  First  church, 
Los  Angeles. 

Florida 

Nov.  9,   Seneca. 

Illinois 
Nov.  2,  Mount  Morris. 
Nov.  3,  Yellow  Creek. 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 

Indiana 

Oct.  25,  Bethel. 

Oct.  25,  Santa  Fe. 

Oct.  25,  7  pm,  West  Manches- 
ter. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  Auburn. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  La  Porte. 

Oct.   25,   7:30   pm,   Middletown. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  Union  Center. 

Oct.  25,  7:30  pm,  West  Eel 
River. 

Oct.  26,  Logansport. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Muncie. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Springfield. 

Oct.   29,   7:30   pm,   Middlebury. 

Nov.  1,  6:30  pm,  Pyrmont. 

Nov.  1,  7:30  pm,  Cart  Creek. 

Nov.  3,  North  Liberty. 

Nov.  3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 

Nov.   6,   Burnettsville. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Wawaka. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.  9,  Pleasant  Hill. 

Nov.  9,  7:30  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

Nov.  13,  7:30  pm,  Nappanee. 

Nov.  16,  West  Marion. 

Nov.   17,   7:30  pm,  Plymouth. 

Nov.  22,  Center. 

Dec.  1,  New  Paris. 

Dec.  15,  Sugar  Creek. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Iowa 

Oct.  26,  Dallas   Center. 

Kansas 

Nov.    1,   7:30   pm,   Lone   Star. 
Nov.  2,  Newton. 
Nov.  4,  Maple  Grove. 

Maryland 
Oct.  25,  3  pm,  Locust  Grove. 
Oct.   25,   Longmeadow. 
Oct.    26,    5    pm,    First    church, 

Baltimore. 
Oct.     26,     5     pm,     Woodberry, 

Baltimore. 
Nov.  2,  4  pm,  Pleasant  View. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Frederick. 
Nov.   2,   6:30  pm,  Monocacy   at 

Rocky  Ridge. 
Nov.    16,    6    pm,    Sharpsburg. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,   Westminster. 

Michigan 
Oct.  25,  8  pm,  Rodney. 
Nov.  9,  Lansing. 
Nov.   15,  Jasper. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Minnesota 
Oct.  26,  Lewiston. 
Missouri 

Oct.  25,  Warrensburg. 
Nov.  1,  Peace  Valley. 
Nov.   27,   Mountain   Grove. 

Ohio 

10:30  am.  Prices  Creek. 

7  pm,  Pitsburg. 

7:30  pm,  Harris  Creek. 

Alliance. 

Greenville. 

Pleasant  Center. 

7  pm,  Fort  McKinley. 

7   pm,  Lower  Miami. 

7  pm,  New  Carlisle. 

7:30  pm,  Chippewa. 
7  pm,  Lower  Stillwater. 

7:30  pm,   Danville. 

Black   Swamp. 
7  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
7  pm,  Salem. 

7:30   pm,    Stonelick. 
,   7:30  pm,  Middletown. 
,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 


Oct. 

25, 

Oct. 

25, 

Oct. 

25, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Oct. 

26, 

Nov 

1, 
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1, 

Nov 

2, 
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8, 

Nov 

8, 

Nov 

8, 

Nov 

10 

Nov 

22 

Oklahoma 
Oct.  25,  Big  Creek. 
Oregon 
Oct.  25,  8  pm,  Albany. 
Nov.   2,    Grants   Pass. 

Pennsylvania 
Oct.  25,  2  pm,  Akron. 
Oct.  25,  2  pm,  Indian   Creek. 
Oct.    25,   6:30   pm.    Spring   Run 

congregation     in    Pine    Glen 

house. 
Oct.    25,    26,    10    am,    Hanover- 
dale     church,     Big     Swatara 

congregation. 
Oct.     25,     26,     10     am,     Meyer 

house,  Fredericksburg 

church. 
Oct.     25,     26,     10     am,     Price's 

church. 
Oct.    25,    26,    1:30    pm,    Heidel- 

burg. 
Oct.    26,    Pike,    Brothersvalley 

congregation. 
Oct.  26,  Marsh  Creek. 
Oct.   26,   Shamokin. 
Oct.  26,  5  pm,  Carlisle. 
Oct.   26,   9:30   am,   Black   Rock, 

Upper  Codorus  congregation. 
Oct.  26,  1:30  pm,  Maiden  Creek. 
Oct.  26,  5  pm,  Carlisle. 
Oct.  26,  6:30  pm,  Bellwood. 
Oct.   26,   7   pm,   Clover   Creek. 
Oct.    28,    29,    10    am,    Mt.    Hope 

house,  Chiques  congregation. 
Nov.   1,   1:30  pm,  Richland. 
Nov.    1,    1:30    pm,    Welsh    Run. 
Nov.  1,  7  pm,  Mechanic  Grove. 
Nov.  2,  Lancaster. 
Nov.  2,  Maitland. 
Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm.  First  church, 

Philadelphia. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm.  Ridge  church, 

Fogelsanger  house. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Springfield. 
Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
Nov.    2,    7    pm,    Madison    Ave- 
nue, York. 
Nov.  2,   7  pm,  Norristown. 
Nov.     2,     3,     West     Greentree 

congregation     at     R  h  e  e  m  s 

house. 


Nov.  5,   7  pm,  Chambersburg. 
Nov.    8,   2   and   6  pm,   Hatfield. 
Nov.  8,  3  pm,  Welty. 
Nov.    8,    9,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Spring     congregation,     Hade 

church. 
Nov.    8,    9,    1:30    pm,    Annville. 
Nov.  9,  Lititz. 
Nov.  9,  Lower  Claar. 
Nov.      9,      Twenty-eighth      St. 

church,  Altoona. 
Nov.     9,     10     am,     Shrewsbury 

house,      Codorus      congrega- 
tion. 
Nov.    9,    6   pm,   York,    in   First 

church. 
Nov.   9,   7   pm,   Germantown. 
Nov.   9,    7   pm,   Pittsburgh. 
Nov.    9,    7    pm,    Salisbury. 
Nov.    9,    7   pm,   Tyrone. 
Nov.    11,    7   pm,    Greencastle. 
Nov.    16,    County    Line. 
Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 
Nov.  16,  2,  4  and  6  pm,  Spring 

Creek. 
Nov.   16,  6  pm,  Mechanicsburg. 
Nov.    16,   6:30   pm,   Meyersdale. 
Nov.  23,  all  day,  Bermudian. 

Virginia 

Oct.  25,  4  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

Oct.  25,   6  pm.  Mill  Creek. 

Oct.   25,   6   pm,   Mt.    Zion. 

Oct.  25,  6:30  pm,  Middle  River. 

Oct.  26,  6  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

Oct.   26,    6:30   pm,   Browntown. 

Oct.  26,  6:30  pm,  Nokesville. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Elk  Run. 

Oct.  26,  7  pm,  Unity  at  Fair- 
view. 

Nov.  1,  4:30  pm,  Laurel 
Branch. 

Nov.  1,  6  pm,  Antioch. 

Nov.   2,   7:30   pm,   Staunton. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Timberville  at 
Mt.  Olivet. 

Washington 

Nov.   22,   Sunny   Slope. 
West  Virginia 
Oct.  26,  Beaver  Run. 
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this  summer.  Our  pastor  had  the  privilege  of  attending  a  school 
for  rural  ministers  held  near  Chicago  during  the  latter  part  of 
June  and  the  first  part  of  July.  During  his  absence  the  pulpit 
was  filled  by  home  ministers.  Sister  Minor  Myers  was  with  us 
one  night  in  July  and  shared  some  of  her  experiences  while  in 
China.  The  Sunday-school  picnic  held  Aug.  5  was  well  attended. 
Our  revival  meeting  was  conducted  by  our  pastor  Aug.  10-24. 
The  inspiring  messages  throughout  our  meetings  were  a  chal- 
lenge to  each  of  us.  Three  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. At  our  regular  quarterly  council  on  Aug.  30  Bro.  J.  W. 
Wright  was  elected  elder  for  another  year  and  Bro.  Harley  was 
retained  as  pastor  for  another  term  of  three  years.  Bro.  Arlie 
Cline  was  chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  district 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  round  table  was  held  at  our  church  on  Sept.  21.  The 
mothers  and  daughters  met  for  a  social  time  at  the  home  of  our 
mother  and  daughter  director,  Mrs.  Edythe  Garber,  on  Sept.  3. 
Our  training  school  will  begin  Oct.  19,  continuing  each  Sunday 
and  Wednesday  night  for  nine  nights.  There  will  be  classes  for 
all.  Everyone  is  welcome.  The  women  of  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church  gave  an  exchange  program  here  on  Sunday  night,  Sept. 
28.  On  the  following  Sunday  night  the  women  of  our  church  re- 
turned the  program.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  25  at 
6:30  p.  m.—  Bessie  Hope  Diehl,  Staunton,  Va.,  Oct.  6. 

Midland. — Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  held  a  re- 
vival in  the  Midland  house  Aug.  1-10.  His  sermons  were  very 
inspiring  and  helpful.  We  were  well  represented  at  the  district 
meeting  which  was  held  at  the  Nokesville  church  in  August.  On 
Sept.  1  at  the  Mt.  Hermon  house  Sister  Rutz  Utz  gave  an  inter- 
esting talk  of  her  experiences  while  on  the  Zamzam.  On  Sept.  6 
we  met  in  council  in  the  Midland  house  with  Bro.  J.  A.  Hine- 
gardner  presiding.  At  this  meeting  $7  was  turned  in  from  an 
aged  sister  who  isn't  able  to  go  to  church.  Bro.  Hinegardner 
again  was  elected  elder.  The  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
Midland  is  Bro.  Jesse  Heddings  and  for  Mt.  Hermon  Bro.  S.  K. 
Andes.  We  decided  to  use  the  fifth  Sunday  of  the  month  for  our 
peace  programs,  using  the  offerings  for  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  On  Sept.  28  we  reorganized  our  Sunday  school.  We 
now  have  electricity  in  the  Midland  house,  which  is  much  appre- 
ciated by  all.  We  have  elected  new  officers  in  our  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
and  are  looking  forward  to  a  successful  year.  On  Sunday  night, 
Aug.  31,  the  young  people  took  a  program  to  the  Brightwood 
Brethren  church,  and  on  the  night  of  Oct.  14  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Bealeton.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  sponsoring  a  music  class 
held  Friday  night  of  each  week.  Bro.  R.  P.  Armentrout  is  the 
teacher.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  enjoyed  several  socials  this  sum- 
mer. We  are  looking  forward  to  doing  better  and  more  work  in 
1942.  We  have  had  very  good  attendance  this  year.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  11,  in  the  Mt.  Her- 
mon  house.— Mrs.   William   S.    Heddings,    Catlett,   Va.,    Oct.    7. 

Mount  Joy. — We  have  been  having  a  fine  attendance  and  much 
interest  shown  during  the  summer  months.  Our  Sunday  school 
has  been  exceptionally  good.  Twenty-four  received  reward  pins 
for  not  having  missed  Sunday  school  in  three  months.  Our 
church  sent  two  girls  to  Camp  Bethel  this  summer.  The  vaca- 
tion Bible  school  was  conducted  by  two  teachers  from  near 
Roanoke;  it  closed  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  with  a  program 
by  the  children  in  the  afternoon.  This  was  our  home-coming 
day  and  our  elder,  Bro.  Allen  Hoover,  and  our  pastor,  Sister 
Elizabeth  Broughman,  had  charge  in  the  morning.  We  had  vis- 
itors from  Lynchburg,  Mason  Cove  and  other  places  who  ren- 
dered special  music.  Our  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  on 
Sept.  7.  The  regular  business  council  was  held  on  Aug.  30  with 
Eld.  Hoover  presiding.  Reports  were  read  and  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Allen  Hoover  was  re-elected 
elder  and  Sister  Elizabeth  Broughman  pastor.  The  Sunday  school 
was  organized  on  Sept.  14  with  Eldridge  Miller  as  superintend- 
ent. Most  of  the  teachers  were  re-elected.  Our  pastor  held  a 
very  successful  revival  meeting  Sept.  21 — Oct.  1.  It  was  well  at- 
tended and  much  interest  was  shown  among  the  people  of  other 
churches  as  well  as  our  own.  She  preached  strong  gospel  mes- 
sages; as  a  result  eight  were  baptized  and  four  reclaimed.  Our 
home  preacher,  Bro.  O.  L.  Bryan,  did  the  baptizing  in  the 
Buchanan  Baptist  church.  The  membership  was  greatly 
strengthened  and  encouraged  by  the  meeting.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  4.  We  had  the  largest  number  present  that  we 
have  had  for  some  time.  Our  elder  and  wife  were  with  us, 
and  we  were  pleased  to  have  the  Bethel  church  so  well  repre- 
sented. Our  pastor  filled  her  regular  appointment  on  Oct.  5  and 
also  brought  an  inspiring  message  on  Sunday  evening.  On 
Sept.  28  we  had  with  us  our  teacher  who  teaches  Bible  in  the 
public  schools.  She  gave  an  interesting  talk. — Mrs.  Alvin  Walker, 
Buchanan,  Va.,   Oct.   7. 

Nokesville. — We  feel  that  the  fall  activities  of  our  church  are 
progressing  with  renewed  interest.  The  district  children's  work- 
ers met  in  an  afternoon  and  evening  session  on  Sept.  1,  with 
Miss  Ruth  Shriver  as  leader.  A  large  crowd  listened  to  an  in- 
spiring message  from  Miss  Ruth  Utz,  missionary  on  furlough 
from  Africa,  on  Aug.  31.  On  Sept.  18  the  aid  society  met  in  an 
all-day  meeting  to  wrap  bandages  for  the  work  in  Africa.  This 
group  holds  their  regular  meetings  each  third  Thursday  of  the 
month.  The  officers  and  other  interested  young  people  of  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  their  week-end  retreat  in  a  cabin  at  a  near-by 
recreation  center,  where  they  drew  up  plans  for  the  work  of  the 
coming  year.  One  of  their  projects  is  editing  the  church  bulle- 
tin. An  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  church  was  the 
home-coming  and  the  dedication  of  the  new  parsonage  on  Sept. 
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28.  Bro.  Cecil  Showalter  of  Sipesville,  Pa.,  preached  the  dedi- 
catory sermon  in  the  forenoon  at  the  church,  and  conducted  a 
brief  dedicatory  service  at  the  parsonage  in  the  afternoon.  At 
the  afternoon  session  at  the  church  high  lights  in  the  history  of 
the  church  were  given  by  some  of  the  older  brethren.  At  our 
council  on  Aug.  7  a  large  amount  of  business  was  transacted,  in- 
cluding the  election  of  all  annual  officers.  We  decided  to  have 
our  love  feast  on  Oct.  26  at  6:30  p.  m.  The  organization  of  jun- 
ior and  children's  choirs  are  forward  steps  in  the  children's  pro- 
gram for  the  new  year.  An  impressive  installation  service  for 
the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  church  school  was  conducted  on 
Oct.  5  by  the  pastor,  after  which  he  delivered  a  very  helpful  ser- 
mon directed  especially  to  them. — Ruth  Graybill,  Nokesville,  Va., 
Oct.    6. 

Olean. — Our  series  of  meetings  closed  at  Olean  on  Sept.  14. 
Sister  Garnet  Tiller  conducted  our  meeting  this  year  and  we 
consider  it  very  successful.  There  were  five  baptized  and  sev- 
eral reconsecrated.  We  desire  the  prayers  of  the  other  churches 
in  the  brotherhood  in  behalf  of  Olean  that  next  year  will  be  a 
most  successful  one. — Mrs.  Paul  Reed,  Kerns,  Va.,  Sept.  21. 

Pleasant  Valley. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  20 
with  Bro.  H.  L.  Reed  presiding.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on  Oct.  18  at  four  o'clock.  Bro.  Ezra  Mitchell  has  been  elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  H.  E. 
Reed  and  Sister  Linie  Reed  served  as  delegates  at  district  con- 
ference. Bro.  A.  P.  Naff  conducted  our  revival  beginning  July  20 
and  closing  on  Aug.  3.  Eleven  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  conducted  Aug.  18-29 
with  Sister  Vera  Mitchell  in  charge,  assisted  by  local  help.  Bro. 
Lewis  Mitchell  has  donated  land  to  the  church  to  be  used  as  the 
church  cemetery  and  for  parking  space. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Poff,  Floyd, 
Va.,  Oct.  1. 

Pulaski. — Bro.  Guy  Wampler  of  Boone  Mill  held  a  two-week 
revival  at  our  church  Aug.  10-24.  Three  children  were  added  to 
the  church.  On  Aug.  23  we  held  our  regular  business  meeting 
with  Bro.  Guy  Wampler  in  charge.  Officers  and  teachers  for 
both  Sunday  school  and  church  were  elected  at  this  time.  We 
decided  to  retain  our  pastor,  Bro.  D.  B.  Wampler,  for  another 
year.  Our  love  feast  was  held  Sept.  13  with  Bro.  Michael  Reed 
of  Floyd  County  officiating.  Our  men's,  women's  and  young 
people's  organizations  have  been  very  active  this  past  year  and 
have  accomplished  many  things  which  are  helpful  to  the  church. 
Brethren  D.  B.  Wampler  and  C.  A.  Powell  have  been  conduct- 
ing a  revival  in  the  Hinassie  section  of  our  congregation.  They 
report  fine  interest  and  attendance. — Mrs.  R.  E.  Murphy,  Pulaski, 
Va.,    Sept.    23. 

Staunton. — The  Home  Enrichment  group  of  the  women's  work 
sponsored  a  public  meeting  during  which  Bro.  Samuel  Harley 
delivered  a  very  helpful  sermon  on  Home  Building.  In  June  our 
church  experienced  a  period  of  deep  spiritual  uplift  with  Bro. 
Merlin  Garber  of  Champaign,  111.,  as  evangelist  and  Prof.  Nel- 
son T.  Huffman  of  Bridgewater  College  as  song  leader.  Eighteen 
were  baptized  and  two  were  received  by  letter.  During  July 
vacation  Bible  schools  were  held  at  the  Arbor  Hill  and  Staunton 
churches.  In  spite  of  the  extremely  hot  ■weather  the  attendance 
was  fine.  In  emphasizing  temperance  the  committee  of  the 
women's  work  representing  that  phase  of  work  sponsored  a  play 
entitled  The  Past,  given  on  July  21  by  the  young  people.  On 
Aug.  5  the  women's  department  served  a  banquet  to  the  fathers 
and  sons  of  the  church.  A  period  of  splendid  fellowship  was 
experienced  by  all  that  attended.  Beginning  on  Aug.  21,  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  a  three-day  camp  at  a  site  near  the  city,  which 
was  very  much  enjoyed  by  all  who  took  advantage  of  it.  Staun- 
ton was  one  of  the  churches  of  the  second  district  to  have  the 
services  of  Bro.  Lawrence  Fitzwater  in  a  series  of  singing  classes 
during  the  past  summer.  The  Sunshine  Circle,  a  division  of  the 
aid  society,  served  lunch  to  the  workers  in  a  local  manufacturing 
plant  and  secured  some  funds  which  were  used  to  help  decrease 
the  building  debt.  At  the  August  council  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected.  Bro.  Frank  Click  is  the  superintendent.  Our 
fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sunday  night,  Nov.  2,  at  7:30 
o'clock. — Anna   Flory,   Staunton,   Va.,   Oct.   5. 
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Topeco. — Our  last  quarterly  council  for  the  year  was  held  on 
Sept.  7  with  Bro.  S.  B.  Alderman  acting  as  moderator  and  Bro. 
A.  N.  Hylton  conducting  devotions.  The  regular  church  business 
was  attended  to  with  the  election  of  new  ushers  and  two  trus- 
tees. Jacob  Harman  was  re-elected  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school.  A  building  and  finance  committee  was  appointed  to 
attend  (to  the  building  of  our  parsonage.  Bro.  Wendell  Flory,  our 
summer  pastor,  preached  his  last  sermon  for  us  on  Aug.  24.  He 
will  be  greatly  missed  as  he  was  very  active  while  with  us; 
eleven  were  baptized  as  the  result  of  his  work.  A  number  of 
juniors  and  young  people  attended  the  camp  at  Bethel.  A  special 
workers'  program  was  held  at  the  church  on  Sept.  14.  The  theme 
was  A  Woman's  Place  in  Times  Like  These.  Two  very  inter- 
esting and  inspiring  addresses  were  given  by  Mrs.  Paul  Swigart 
and  Bro.  Guy  Wampler.  A  playlet  was  given  by  the  Laurel 
Branch  church.  Our  communion  services  will  be  held  Oct.  4  at 
4:00  p.  m— Leeta  M.  Weddle,  Floyd,  Va.,  Sept.  24. 

Washington 

Richland  Valley. — In  June  we  had  two  special  programs  besides 
our  usual  musical  program,  which  is  held  on  the  second  Sunday 
evening  of  each  month.  On  children's  day  the  children  had  the 
responsibility  of  leading  the  songs,  taking  the  offering  and  han- 
dling other  parts  of  the  service.  Each  class  had  a  part  in  the 
program,  which  was  followed  by  a  fine  talk  by  Pastor  Ezra  Whis- 
ler.  Likewise,  on  Father's  Day  the  services  were  conducted  by 
the  men  of  the  church.  The  all-men's  choir  and  older  men's 
quartet  were  much  enjoyed.  Bro.  Fred  Leyman  gave  the  morn- 
ing talk.  Two  souls  have  been  added  to  the  kingdom  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  mission  held  at  Morton  each  Sunday  afternoon.  The 
young  people's  class  has  had  a  splendid  growth.  The  entire  Sun- 
day-school and  church  attendance  seems  to  be  on  an  upward 
trend.  A  very  fine  message  in  song  was  given  by  the  La  Verne 
male  quartet  on  Aug.  19.  The  young  people  met  for  a  social 
hour  after  the  program.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept. 
17,  when  the  church  and  Sunday  school  were  reorganized  for  the 
coming  year.  Our  pastor  was  elected  as  elder,  and  Sister  Violet 
Lambert  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  harvest  festival 
will  be  held  Oct.  5.  There  will  be  an  all-day  meeting  with  a 
basket  dinner  at  noon  and  a  program  in  the  afternoon. — Mrs. 
Harry  Steele,  Riffe,  Wash.,  Sept.  23. 


West  Virginia 

Upper  Losl  River. — On  Aug.  11  a  two-weeK  vacation  Bible 
school  began,  directed  by  our  summer  pastor,  Bro.  Carroll  Ring- 
gold of  Bridgewater.  The  attendance  was  good  and  an  interest- 
ing program  was  given  at  the  close  of  the  school.  Aug.  17  was 
home-coming  and  the  dedication  of  our  new  church  pews  and 
air-conditioned  furnace.  Bro.  Earl  Fike  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  Other  speakers  throughout  the  day  were  Brethren 
Ringgold,  Wendell  Mathias,  W.  D.  Walker,  H.  H.  Nye,  J.  C. 
Kohne,  E.  E.  Muntzing  and  Galen  Wampler.  Dinner  was  served 
in  the  basement  at  noon.  A  little  over  a  year  ago  our  church 
house  was  dedicated  at  a  cost  of  $12,000,  of  which  $8,000  has  been 
paid.  On  the  night  of  Sept.  17  a  two-week  revival  meeting  be- 
gan, conducted  by  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  He  gave 
us  helpful  and  inspiring  messages  each  night.  We  sincerely  hope 
he  can  be  with  us  again  in  the  near  future.  He  visited  in  120 
homes.  As  a  direct  result  of  his  efforts  three  were  baptized, 
two  await  the  rite,  five  were  received  on  former  baptism,  and 
five  were  received  by  letter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Aug. 
30  with  Bro.  Nye  officiating.— Sadie  Mathias,  Mathias,  W.  Va., 
Sept.   22. 

Wisconsin 
Stanley. — We  met  on  Sept.  16  in  a  regular  quarterly  business 
meeting  with  Bro.  Lewis  Hyde,  our  pastor,  as  moderator.  The 
following  business  was  transacted:  a  sister  who  had  been  affili- 
ated with  another  church  for  some  time  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship; the  treasurer  of  each  department  of  church  work  gave  a 
favorable  report.  At  the  June  quarterly  council  it  was  decided 
to  redecorate  the  church  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  col- 
lect funds  amounting  to  $100  for  this  purpose.  This  amount  has 
been  raised  and  work  is  to  begin  soon.  The  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Sister  Inez  Edwards 
was  chosen  superintendent.  Our  pastor's  vacation  was  from 
Sept.  21  to  Oct.  5,  during  which  time  he  helped  in  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Chippewa  Valley  church.  During  his  absence 
the  pulpit  was  filled  on  Sept.  21  by  Mr.  Ray  Wright  and  on  Sept. 
28  by  Rev.  Gaylord  from  the  Methodist  church.  On  Aug.  17 
Brother  and  Sister  William  Flora  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wed- 
ding anniversary  at  their  home,  where  a  program  was  given  and 
a  very  enjoyable  time  was  had  by  over  one  hundred  people. — 
Mrs.   Jacob   Winkler,   Stanley,   Wis.,   Oct.   3. 
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Small  compact  size 
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Large  boldface  type 
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Specimen  of  Type 


THE  ACTS.  13 


Peter  and  Barnabas  sent  to  the  Gentiles 


and  Si-don :  but  they  came  with 
one  accord  to  him,  and,  having 
made  Blas-tus  the  king's  cham- 
berlain   their    friend,    desired 


false   prophet,   a   Jew.   whose 
name  was  Bar-je^sus : 
7  Which  was  with  the  deputy  of 
the  country,  SSrigi-us  Paulus,  a 


No  longer  is  i+  necessary  to  penalize  the  younger  children  with  real  small  type  editions 
that  are  hard  on  the  eyes  just  because  they  are  unable  to  handle  larger  Bibles.  The 
numbers  listed  below  are  remarkably  small  and  compact,  easily  handled  by  small  hands, 
yet  they  are  printed  in  the  same  bold  blackface  type  used  in  adult  Bibles.  The  text  is 
self-pronouncing. 

Contain  presentation  page,  16  full  page  illustsations  in  color  and  photogravure,  38 
pages  of  simple  helps  to  Bible  study,  8  pages  of  colored  maps.  Printed  on  fine  Bible 
paper  of  good  quality. 

1 8 '/2  Bound  in  morocco  grain  Leatheroid,  amaz- 
ingly like  leather  in  appearance,  flexible  overlap- 
ping covers,  gold  titles,  red  edges,  ^  .  __ 
headbands  and    ribbon    marker,    boxed 4>l.jD 
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NEW  INGLENCCK  CCCK  ECCK 


More  than  forty  years  ago  the  first  Inglenook  Cook  Book  was  published.  It  contained 
1,000  of  the  best  recipes  our  good  cooks  had  tried  out  in  their  own  kitchens.  The  Inglenook 
Cook  Book  has  been  revised  from  time  to  time  and  is  still  a  Brethren  best  seller. 

But  eating  habits  change  as  new  foods  are  discovered,  resulting  in  a  need  for  a  new 
cook  book.  The  women  of  our  church  can  help  us  to  build  such  a  cook  book  by  sending  in 
the  most  practical  recipes  they  are  using  today.  We  are  hoping  for  a  hearty  response  to 
this  call  so  that  there  may  be  many  recipes  from  which  to  select. 

We  do  not  want  copyrighted  material,  but  recipes  telling  how  to  prepare  foods  in  sim- 
ple and  economical  ways  and  providing  dishes  that  are  attractive  to  the  eye,  tasty  to  eat, 
and  nourishing  to  the  body.  Send  us  at  once  the  recipes  you  think  should  be  included  in  a 
new  Inglenook  Cook  Book. 

MY  RECIPE   FOR   THE   NEW   INGLENOOK   COOK  BOOK 

Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois — 

I  am  interested  in  your  plan  to  publish  a  new  Inglenook  Cook  Book  featuring  new  and  eco- 
nomical ways  to  prepare  wholesome  foods  in  harmony  with  the  best  traditions  in  Brethren  cook- 
ing. I  would  like  to  offer  this  original  □,  revised  D,  or  old  favorite  □  recipe  for  possible  in- 
clusion in  the  new  cook  book. 


Name  of  recipe  

List  of  ingredients  (give  specific  amounts)  for  a  recipe  to  serve  six  persons — 


Directions: 


Sender's   name 


Town   Street  or  R.  D State   

□  Check  here  if  you  will  want  a  new  cook  book.     Our  present  plan  is  to  publish  the  book  to  sell  at  $1.00  per  copy. 
Special  rates  to  Aid  Societies.     For  information  write:  Brethren  Publishing   House,    16-24   South   State   St.,   Elgin,   Illinois. 
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Around  the  World . . . 


Nineteen  per  cent  of  the  youth  of 
America  between  the  ages  of  six- 
teen and  twenty-four  are  in  schools 
or  colleges. 

Eight  selective  service  cases  in- 
volving Mennonite  and  Amish  con- 
scientious objectors  have  been  re- 
ferred to  President  Roosevelt  for  fi- 
nal decision. 

A  spiritual  mobilization  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia  began  with  an  old- 
fashioned  cottage  prayer  meeting 
held  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  and 
a  "monster"  spiritual  defense  parade 
on  Oct.  18. 

Almost  a  hundred  leading  min- 
isters of  the  Methodist,  Congrega- 
tional, Baptist  and  Moravian  church- 
es of  England  have  signed  a  mani- 
festo urging  the  establishment  of  a 
United  Free  Church  in  that  country. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Golden  Rule 
Foundation  that  all  war  relief  and 
related  organizations,  without  any 
sacrifice  of  autonomy,  co-operate  in 
a  program  to  raise  a  billion  dollars 
to  supply  the  necessities  of  life  to 
the  suffering  civilian  populations  of 
Asia  and  Europe. 

The  merger  of  three  church  wom- 
en's organizations  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  more  than  6,000,000  has 
been  effected.  The  three  were  the 
National  Council  of  Church  Women; 
the  Committee  on  Women's  Work  of 
the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  and 
the  Council  of  Women  for  Home 
Missions. 

A  scroll  signed  by  10,000  Chinese 
students  and  teachers  in  China  was 
presented  to  President  Roosevelt  re- 
cently by  Dr.  Hu  Shih,  the  Chinese 
ambassador,  and  James  G.  Blaine, 
chairman  of  United  China  Relief,  as 
an  expression  of  Sino-American 
friendship  on  the  thirtieth  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  the  Chi- 
nese Republic. 

Three  leading  organizations  of  the 

Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish 
faiths  have  launched  a  series  of 
weekly  radio  programs  to  be  broad- 
cast every  Sunday  for  the  next  nine 
months  over  the  network  of  the 
Mutual  Broadcasting  System.  This 
program,  known  as  Mutual's  Radio 
Chapel,  is  the  first  major  sustaining 
religious  series  to  be  offered  by  the 
Mutual  Network. 


China's  educational  front  is  encourag- 
ing and  discouraging.  University  enroll- 
ment is  still  on  the  upswing  and  the  same 
tendency  is  apparent  in  secondary  educa- 
tion. Whereas  103  institutions  of  higher 
learning  enrolled  31,188  students  in  the 
last  year  before  the  war,  some  115  such 
institutions  have  well  above  45,000  stu- 
dents in  1941-42.  Enrollment  in  secondary 
schools  has  increased  from  400,000  in 
1936-37  to  nearly  600,000  in  1939-40.  How- 
ever, the  cost  of  living  makes  it  impossible 
for  many  students  to  pay  their  way,  and 
they  live  on  insufficient  diets  in  over- 
crowded space  with  inadeguate  equipment 
and  poorly  trained  teachers. 

•  ••••••••••• 

Dr.  K.  H.  E.  Gravemeyer,  general 
secretary  of  the  Reformed  Church 
of  Holland,  has,  been  imprisoned. 

With  the  soybean,  as  with  no  oth- 
er plant,  man  can  feed,  clothe  and 
house  himself  and  manufacture 
countless  further  articles.  "The 
work  of  developing  this  versatile 
plant  to  its  fullest  possibilities  is  still 
in  its  infancy,"  says  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

In  England  producers  of  food  live 
on  rations.  Farmers  who  make  but- 
ter have  been  put  on  their  honor  to 
turn  in  everything  in  excess  of  the 
present  required  allowance  of  two 
ounces  a  week.  Farmers  who  have 
fewer  than  50  chickens  may  keep 
the  eggs;  otherwise,  the  extra  eggs 
must  be  put  into  the  government 
pool. 


Recent  legislation  in  Illinois  elim- 
inates some  1,800  school  districts 
with  fewer  than  seven  pupils  each. 

During  the  past  four  years  1,354 
factories  have  been  started  in  West 
China — mechanical  factories  312, 
mining  and  metallurgical  93,  elec- 
trical 47,  chemical  361,  textile  382, 
miscellaneous  259. 

German-Jewish  refugee  scientists, 

working  at  the  Hebrew  University 
in  Jerusalem,  have  perfected  a  new 
technique  for  fighting  typhus  and 
have  placed  it  at  the  disposal  of  the 
British  government. 

Forty-five  thousand  free  gift  cop- 
ies of  a  small  pocket-size  publica- 
tion, My  Daily  Reading  From  the 
New  Testament,  are  being  mailed  to 
all  Catholic  parishes,  schools,  acad- 
emies and  institutions  throughout 
the  country. 

In  Poland,  before  German  occupa- 
tion, the  birth  rate  was  26  per  thou- 
sand and  the  death  rate  14  per  thou- 
sand. In  June  of  this  year  4,300 
Jews  died  in  Warsaw  while  396  were 
born.  In  July  deaths  exceeded 
births  by  3,600. 

"The  only  hope  of  crime  control 

today  is  in  the  community  co-ordi- 
nation of  resources  of  child  guidance 
and  training,"  said  Warden  James  A. 
Johnston  of  Alcatraz  prison,  speak- 
ing before  the  annual  congress  of 
the  American  Prison  Association. 

Sometime  during  his  life,  one  in 
every  twenty  persons  is  hospitalized 
for  mental  illness.  Over  500,000  men 
and  women  occupy  mental  hospital 
beds  today — as  many  as  are  hos- 
pitalized for  all  other  diseases  to- 
gether. Annually  about  120,000  new 
cases  are  admitted. 

A     weekly    religious     newspaper, 

The  Protestant  Voice,  has  made  its 
appearance  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  The 
eight-page  paper  describes  itself  as 
"the  only  newspaper  in  the  United 
States  representing  all  Protestant- 
ism," and  declares  that  need  exists 
for  a  Protestant-wide  newspaper 
without  a  "doctrinal"  cause  to  pro- 
mote. 

The  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation 

adopted  a  new  peace  program  at  its 
annual  convention  held  recently.  It 
includes:  immediate  and  drastic  re- 
duction of  armaments,  United  States 
investment  in  a  sound  international 
plan  for  the  economic  rehabilitation 
of  Europe,  and  effective  world-wide 
repudiation  of  anti-Semitism  and 
racial  discrimination. 
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Another  Three  in  One 

Was  it  his  own  love  for  Christ,  Christ's  love  for 
him,  or  the  Christlike  quality  of  his  love  for  men, 
that  constrained  Paul?  Which  did  he  mean  when 
he  said:  "The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us"  (2 
Cor.  5:14)? 

Very  probably  he  could  not  have  told  which 
side  of  this  triangle  was  the  base,  if  you  had  asked 
him,  for  it  was  in  fact  all  three  that  made  him  an 
ambassador  "on  behalf  of  Christ,  as  though  God 
were  entreating  by"  him.  It  was  Christ's  love  to- 
ward him,  it  was  his  own  love  toward  Christ,  it 
was  love  toward  his  fellow  men  such  as  Christ 
himself  had  toward  all  men — it  was  this  threefold 
love  of  Christ  that  was  the  power  behind  his  min- 
istry. 

That  is  the  power  behind  yours  if  there  is  any 
real  power  behind  it,  and  this  holds  whether  your 
ministry  is  that  of  public  preaching  or  of  some  less 
conspicuous  kind  of  kingdom  service.  Never  mind 
about  analyzing  too  closely  that  love  of  Christ 
which  drives  you  on.  It  takes  all  three  aspects  of 
it  and  it  will  not  matter  if  you  do  not  know  your- 
self how  they  have  arranged  themselves  in  the 
powerhouse  of  your  soul. 

What  a  blessed  trinity  of  loves  it  is  when  the 
love  of  Christ  constrains  a  man.  e.  f. 

Where  to  Keep  Heads  and  Feet 

It  is  all  right  to  talk  about  coming  down  to  earth 
and  keeping  your  feet  on  the  ground  when  it  is 
all  right  to  talk  that  way.  It  is  the  counsel  that 
impractical  theorists  and  visionaries  always  need. 
There  is  another  related  truth,  however,  equally 
pertinent  to  the  stress  of  our  times. 

That  truth  is  the  message  of  a  new  book  called  A 
New  Heaven  and  a  New  Earth.  Its  point  is  that 
you  can't  have  a  new  earth  until  you  first  have  a 
new  heaven.  The  new  Jerusalem  which  the  Pat- 
mos  seer  saw  came  down  out  of  heaven.  Don't 
forget  that.    Any  scheme  for  remaking  the  world, 


to  be  of  any  use,  must  be  based  on  sound  principles. 
Ideals  first,  patterns  and  programs  next. 

Face  the  issues  of  the  actual  world — that's  right. 
Keep  your  feet  on  the  ground,  but  to  walk  securely 
you  must  keep  your  head  up  where  the  vision  is 
clear  and  the  air  is  clean.  e.  f. 

This  Year  in  Books 

It  is  said  that  from  the  very  first  the  late  Wil- 
liam Rainey  Harper  had  in  mind  that  a  printing 
plant  should  be  an  integral  part  of  the  great  uni- 
versity he  was  chosen  to  direct.  He  knew  that 
many  of  the  finest  things  a  forward-looking  facul- 
ty could  produce  would  languish  unknown  and 
unused  but  for  a  deliberate  and  well-financed  plan 
for  noncommercial  printing.  The  university  print- 
ing plant  thus  conceived  and  developed  recently 
celebrated  fifty  years  of  notable  service  in  the  field 
of  educational  printing. 

Obviously  a  church  must  approach  its  printing 
problem  in  much  the  same  way.  It  is  concerned 
with  other  values  than  those  which  yield  freely  to 
measurement  in  terms  of  dollars  and  cents.  A 
church-owned  printing  plant  must  be  prepared  to 
face  deficits,  though  certainly  profits  are  most  wel- 
come. That  our  people  have  considered  the  cost, 
and  decided  to  proceed  in  the  face  of  hazards,  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  this  year  was  the  nine- 
tieth anniversary  of  the  revival  of  printing  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  But  the  times  bring  new 
needs  and  opportunities  and  National  Book  Week, 
scheduled  for  Nov.  2-8,  may  be  a  good  time  to 
think  on  our  publishing  problem. 

The  slogan  for  the  twenty-third  observance  of 
National  Book  Week  is  Forward  With  Books. 
Here  is  a  thought  which  serves  to  suggest  that  the 
mission  and  influence  of  books  is  often  underrated. 
It  is  true  enough  that  most  in  the  yearly  harvest 
of  ten  thousand  books  are  soon  forgotten  by  the 
American  people.  But  each  year  there  are  a  few 
books  printed  which  live  on  and  on  and  so  do 
make    a   difference.      "In   our    own   experience," 
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writes  one  observer,  "a  book  has  proved  a  gate- 
way that  led  out  and  up  into  wider  usefulness  and 
greater  human  happiness."  Think  what  it  would 
mean  if  this  could  be  said  of  all  books! 

But  the  power  is  there  whether  for  good  or  for 
evil.  One  has  only  to  think  of  the  writings  of 
Rousseau  in  relation  to  the  French  Revolution, 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  in  its  effect  upon  the  American 
spirit  in  Civil  War  times,  and  what  the  writings  of 
Nietzsche  and  Hitler  have  done  to  modern  Ger- 
many. Books  are  the  more  permanent  carriers  of 
ideas.  How  important,  then,  that  these  ideas 
should  be  the  ones  which  will  build  rather  than  in- 
flame and  destroy! 

This  year  in  books,  so  far  as  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  is  concerned,  has  shown  more  than  the 
usual  activity.  If  our  memory  serves  us  correctly, 
some  eight  titles  have  been  added  since  National 
Book  Week  of  a  year  ago.  These  titles  are: 
Memories  of  Manchester  by  Winger,  The  Story  of 
Our  Church  by  J.  E.  Miller,  Meet  Henry  Kurtz 
by  Brandt,  Misunderstood  Subjects  by  Kinsey, 
Brethren  in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  by 
Heckman  and  Miller,  Black  and  White  in  the 
Sudan  by  Bittinger,  Manual  of  Men's  Work  by 
Resser,  and  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  by 
Welch. 

This  is  not  a  bad  showing  for  a  people  who  have 
never  given  much  time  or  energy  to  book  writing. 
But  this  is  not  saying  we  have  lived  up  to  either 
our  possibilities  or  our  responsibilities.  In  a  world 
such  as  ours  there  is  utmost  need  for  good  books 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  term.  And  who  is  to  write 
such  volumes?  We  believe  it  is  up  to  the  good 
people  of  our  land.  h.  a.  b. 

When  People  Have  Queer  Ways 

At  a  staff  meeting  the  other  day  the  presiding 
officer  told  us  about  a  man  he  had  been  trying  to 
work  with  who  acts  funny  at  committee  meet- 
ings. He  will  get  up  and  leave  the  meeting  with- 
out a  word  of  explanation  or,  in  like  manner  with- 
out explanation,  he  will  fail  to  show  up  at  the 
appointed  time  and  place.  And  he  does  other 
queer  things. 

There  are  people  like  that  as  we  all  know,  but 
the  strange  feature  of  this  case  is  that  the  man  is 
supposed  to  be  quite  an  important  person,  holding 
positions  of  no  small  responsibility.  We  under- 
stand that  he  is  something  of  a  go-getter  when  it 
comes  to  raising  money.  So  he  must  have  his 
good  points. 

If  this  little  story  has  any  moral  at  all  you 
might  look  for  it  in  some  such  places  as  these: 


Note  this  man's  weaknesses  and  avoid  making  the 
same  mistakes.  Make  a  careful  venture  in  trying 
to  help  such  persons  but  don't  carry  the  effort  too 
far.  It  may  be  necessary  to  bear  with  them  and 
appreciate  them  for  their  good  qualities.  If  noth- 
ing can  be  done  about  it,  why  waste  time  and  wor- 
ry over  it?  Take  up  the  next  business  and  go  on 
with  the  meeting.  e.  f. 

How  to  Buy  and  Use  Books 

There  are  many  ways  to  buy  books.  Perhaps 
the  easiest  and  most  economical  way  for  a  Mes- 
senger reader  is  to  get  his  or  her  copy  of  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House  Catalog,  pencil  and  a 
sheet  of  paper,  and  then  find  a  comfortable  chair. 
Browse  through  the  various  book  sections  of  the 
catalog,  noting  the  brief  descriptions  to  help  de- 
cide whether  or  not  a  given  book  is  the  one 
wanted.  We  venture  that  such  easy-chair  shop- 
ping is  a  time  and  energy  saver  for  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  such  matters. 

But  suppose  that  the  catalog  does  not  list  the 
book  or  books  you  desire.  In  such  a  case  all  you 
need  to  do  is  to  write  the  House  giving  enough  in- 
formation that  the  book  can  be  identified.  If  pos- 
sible this  should  include  the  name  of  the  author, 
title  and  the  publisher.  If  the  desired  volume  is 
in  print  the  House  can  get  it  for  you  at  no  extra 
expense  to  you.  At  the  same  time  the  publisher 
to  publisher  discount  will  accrue  to  your  Brethren 
Publishing  House.  Thus  by  sending  all  your  book 
or  magazine  orders  to  your  own  church  publish- 
ing house  you  can  save  yourself  time  and  energy, 
and  turn  any  handling  profits  to  a  church-owned 
institution. 

Now  as  to  the  use  of  books.  Having  purchased 
a  book,  the  most  obvious  use  is  to  read  it.  How- 
ever, we  do  recall  a  college  student  in  a  certain 
philosophy  course  who  made  a  fair  grade  without 
ever  cutting  the  pages  of  the  required  textbook. 
We  also  understand  that  occasionally  books  are 
bought  to  fill  in  vacant  places  on  bookshelves.  But 
in  general  our  first  observation  holds;  books  are 
bought  to  read. 

An  interesting  thing  about  book  reading  is  the 
slow  consumption  rate  for  the  book  read.  If  one 
has  an  apple  he  cannot  eat  the  apple  and  share  it 
too.  But  how  different  with  a  book!  Careful  read- 
ing may  make  it  possible  for  one  to  pass  on  a  book 
with  suggestions  that  will  increase  its  worth  to 
succeeding  readers.  But  the  most  perfect  token  if 
one  would  share  life  and  inspiration  is  the  gift  of 
an  unsullied  book — a  volume  as  clean  and  un- 
marked as  it  comes  from  the  hands  of  a  careful 
printer.  h.  a.  b. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


Our  Colleges  and  the 
Teaching  Profession 

BY  J.  I.  BAUGHER 

Our  Brethren  colleges  have  for  a  number  of 
years  really  been  teachers'  colleges.  The  major 
courses  of  study  were  frequently  especially 
planned  for  prospective  teachers.  As  high  as 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  graduates  of  some  of  our  in- 
stitutions have  taken  up  teaching  after  leaving 
college.  As  a  result  our  church  has  rendered  a 
large  service  to  the  state  through  the  mission  of 
public  education.  In  fact  the  service  was  unique 
and  notable. 

Our  Brethren  colleges  were  particularly  inter- 
ested in  preparing  young  people  for  the  teaching 
profession  because:  (1)  graduates  could  easily  be 
placed  in  this  field;  (2)  the  profession  of  teaching 
appealed  to  our  people;  (3)  our  interpretation  of 
the  work  of  the  ministry  bore  a  close  resemblance 
to  the  teaching  profession;  (4)  small  colleges 
could  establish  themselves  better  in  the  field  of 
teacher  training  than  in  most  of  the  other  fields; 
(5)  denominational  colleges  as  a  rule  entered  the 
field  of  teacher  preparation. 

Today  many  of  these  factors,  if  not  all  of  them, 
have  changed.  Civilization  itself  is  in  a  bad  way. 
Teacher  education  has  failed.  Our  traditional  con- 
cepts of  teacher  training  are  dead  because  they 
are  wholly  inadequate  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  day.  Our  Brethren  colleges  can  make  a 
greater  contribution  than  they  have  in  the  past  if 
they  have  the  vision  and  rise  to  the  occasion. 

It  is,  of  course,  difficult  to  predict  what  the  pat- 
terns of  the  elements  in  our  future  society  will  be, 
but  let  us  hope  we  may  have  teachers  who:  (1) 
have  vision,  imagination  and  a  certain  dynamic 
leadership  if  we  want  to  build  a  democracy;  (2) 
are  inspired  by  forces  which  spring  from  a  deeper 
dimension  in  life;  (3)  who  think  of  education  as 
more  than  a  teaching  of  the  three  R's  because  they 
think  of  developing  hand  and  brain  together;  (4) 
can  break  down  the  walls  that  stand  between  our 
schools  and  our  communities  and  show  that 
schools  and  our  educated  persons  are  some  of  the 
main  sources  of  power  for  old  and  young  alike. 

May  I  refer  to  the  article  titled  Proposal  to  Men 
of  Good  Will,  in  the  Education  Digest  for  Septem- 
ber 1941,  for  a  stimulating  article  on  proposals  for 
reconstruction  after  the  war. 

Our  Brethren  colleges  can  render  great  service 
in  the  future  in  the  field  of  teacher  education  be- 
cause our  cause  is  that  of  love,  faith  and  action  and 
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these  are  the  qualities  that  must  reconstruct  the 
world  after  the  war  if  it  is  to  be  reconstructed. 

I  sometimes  wish  our  Brethren  colleges  could 
throw  all  of  their  energies  of  our  teacher  educa- 
tion efforts  into  one  or  two  centers  and  thus  put 
on  a  really  new  and  worth-while  program  of 
teacher  education  in  which  teachers  would  be 
more  nearly  and  adequately  prepared  for  the  com- 
ing social  order. 

Hershey,  Pa. 


Our  Colleges  and  the  Ministry 

BY  RUFUS  D.   BOWMAN 

"If  I  were  a  young  man  twenty  years  old,  I 
would  get  the  best  education  possible  if  I  had  to 
go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  get  it."  These  were 
the  words  of  H.  C.  Early  spoken  over  twenty  years 
ago.  They  made  an  impression  on  me  which  noth- 
ing can  erase.  He  saw  the  value  of  a  ministry 
trained  in  mind  and  heart.  He  saw  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  church  when  the  leadership  could 
outthink  leaders  of  any  other  profession.  He  was 
a  great  preacher.  His  lips  are  still  but  his  words 
live  on. 

It  is  well  to  consider  how  much  our  colleges  are 
contributing  to  the  ministry  of  the  church.  It  is 
becoming  increasingly  clear  to  me  that  we  cannot 
build  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  educating 
our  ministers  in  other  institutions.  The  present 
tragic  world  situation,  the  theological  confusion, 
and  the  paganism  in  American  culture  make  our 
own  colleges  and  seminary  all  the  more  necessary. 
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What  is  the  greatest  feeder  for  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  today?  Our  colleges!  Our  ministers  are 
coming  largely  from  them.  When  we  consider, 
too,  the  leaders  in  our  church  during  the  last  fifty 
years,  we  find  that  they  were  men  trained  and  dis- 
ciplined in  mind  and  heart.  Our  Brethren  col- 
leges have  contributed  more  to  the  ministry  of  the 
church  than  we  can  measure. 

"I  wouldn't  trade  jobs  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States,"  said  A.  B.  Miller  when  he  ex- 
plained that  the  Bridgewater  church  had  called 
me  to  the  ministry.  Bro.  Miller,  of  sacred  mem- 
ory, was  a  great  pastor  and  his  words  will  never 
be  forgotten.  At  that  time  he  was  pastor  of  the 
college  church  and  touched  young  people  with  the 
magnetism  of  his  nature.  This  leads  me  to  ask 
this  question:  What  can  the  colleges  do  for  the 
ministry  of  the  church?  They  can  do  three  things: 
first,  provide  a  Christian  and  church  conscious  at- 
mosphere; second,  guide  young  people  into  Chris- 
tian service;  third,  organize  the  program  so  that 
the  radiant  mature  have  time  for  the  immature 
to  touch  the  hem  of  their  garments. 

The  college  should  provide  a  Christian  and  a 
church  atmosphere.  The  more  I  am  around  edu- 
cational institutions  the  more  highly  I  value  at- 
mosphere. The  college  air  which  the  students 
breathe  may  be  charged  with  friendship,  faith  in 
God  and  Christ,  church  loyalty,  or  it  may  be 
charged  with  indifference  to  spiritual  values. 
What  the  student  absorbs  in  college  life  has  much 
to  do  with  his  future.  Scholarship  is  very  impor- 
tant and  we  cannot  afford  to  have  anything  but 
the  highest  academic  standards.  However,  it  is 
more  important  for  a  teacher  to  believe  in  God 
than  to  have  a  Ph.  D.  degree.  All  teachers  on  col- 
lege faculties  should  not  only  have  respect  for  but 
faith  in  spirit  values.  Besides  this,  they  should 
have  an  appreciation  for  the  ehurch.  College  at- 
mosphere should  be  church  conscious.  Students 
need  an  interpretation  of  the  mission  of  the 
church,  contact  with  a  vital  local  church  program, 
and  the  challenge  to  serve  in  the  church  no  mat- 
ter what  their  profession  is. 

Colleges  should  guide  young  people  into  church 
service.  The  foundation  of  our  whole  educa- 
tional and  general  church  program  depends  upon 
building  strong  local  churches.  The  very  best  tal- 
ent among  the  young  men  in  our  colleges  ought 
to  be  recruited  for  the  ministry.  The  challenge 
to  the  ministry  and  mission  work  should  be  held 
before  students.  Teachers  in  their  moments  of 
counseling  students  have  golden  opportunities  for 
presenting  the  claims  of  the  church.  We  are  not 
getting  enough  of  our  most  talented  young  men 
into  the  ministry.    It  is  not  enough  to  educate  the 


young  men  who  volunteer  for  this  service;  we 
need  to  hand-pick  young  men.  The  college  is  the 
best  place  to  do  it.  Besides  this,  many  of  the 
young  men  will  go  no  further  than  college  with 
their  educational  preparation.  It  is  important  for 
them  to  have  some  courses  in  Bible  and  the  funda- 
mentals of  religion  and  also  some  practical  courses 
in  the  local  church  program. 

Colleges  may  organize  the  program  so  that  the 
radiant  mature  have  time  for  the  immature  to 
touch  the  hem  of  their  garments.  One  of  the  good 
teachers  at  Bethany  told  me  today  that  he  had 
eleven  student  conferences  yesterday  afternoon. 
That  made  me  happy  for  when  they  touch  that 
man  they  get  something.  The  first  requirement 
of  a  college  faculty  member  is  a  rich  and  whole- 
some Christian  experience  and  a  big  soul.  Lead- 
ership is  inspired  through  the  sharing  of  life.  Big 
souls,  wholehearted  servants  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  cast  a  shadow  over  students  and  many  follow 
that  way.  The  most  valuable  work  we  do  is  when 
we  think  we  are  wasting  time  with  people. 

Our  Brethren  colleges  are  necessary  for  the 
future  of  our  ministry  and  of  our  churches.  They 
are  making  a  great  contribution  to  our  church  life. 
May  we  give  them  our  co-operation,  our  support 
and  our  prayers  in  their  important  task  of  edu- 
cating young  people  for  strong  thinking,  pure  liv- 
ing and  wholehearted  serving. 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 


Our  Colleges  and  Business 

BY  JOS.  W.  KETTERING 

Where  will  the  future  church  leaders  and  work- 
ers come  from?  A  goodly  portion  will  most  likely 
come  from  our  Brethren  colleges. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  its  beginning 
has  taught  that  there  is  dignity  in  work;  that  one 
should  obtain  pleasure  in  worthy  endeavor;  that 
good  housekeeping  and  a  wise  use  of  our  means 
reflect  good  stewardship;  that  an  employee  should 
regard  the  interest  of  his  employer  and  the  em- 
ployer should  regard  the  well-being  of  his  em- 
ployee; that  temperate  living  will  enable  one  to 
render  the  most  efficient  service;  that  Jesus  ex- 
emplified peace  as  a  way  of  life;  and,  that  right 
living  brings  a  sure  reward. 

This  simple-life  philosophy  as  contributed  by 
the  church  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets  of 
our  Brethren  colleges  and  should  accompany  the 
technical  training  of  those  who  have  chosen  the 
field  of  business  as  their  lifework. 

The  business  world  is  in  great  need  of  men  with 
this  type  of  training.  Many  of  our  present  eco- 
nomic problems  would  not  exist  if  all  of  us  prae- 
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ticed  the  simple-life  philosophy.  Christian  busi- 
ness men  can  make  a  worth-while  contribution  in 
this  respect.  If  God  calls  some  men  to  the  min- 
istry he  also  calls  others  to  support  them.  Our 
colleges  need  endowment  and  our  church  program 
requires  financial  assistance.  In  some  instances 
business  offers  lucrative  positions  and  substantial 
returns.  If  our  colleges  educate  for  business  and 
the  professions  then  both  college  and  church  can 
look  forward  to  greater  financial  support. 

Since  the  financial  program  of  every  church 
congregation  is  of  vital  importance  it  also  follows 
that  this  phase  of  church  work  should  be  directed 
and  supported  by  men  of  the  church  who  are 
qualified  by  training  and  experience  to  do  so.  For- 
tunate is  the  church  that  takes  upon  itself  the  bur- 
den of  finances  and  thereby  releases  the  pastor  to 
be  the  spiritual  leader  of  his  people. 

In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  our  Brethren  col- 
leges are  missing  a  great  opportunity  if  they  do 
not  seek,  encourage  and  train  those  who  can  serve 
in  the  field  of  business.  By  so  doing  the  influence 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  be  enlarged,  a 
valuable  contribution  will  be  made  to  the  world, 
the  college  and  church  can  look  forward  to  addi- 
tional financial  support  and  more  qualified  busi- 
ness men  will  be  available  to  direct  the  financial 
program  of  the  local  church. 

Elizdbethtown,  Pa. 


Our  Colleges  and  Mission  Work 

BY  OTHO  WINGER 

About  the  most  impressive  educational  address 
I  ever  heard  in  district  meeting  was  given  by 
Elder  L.  W.  Teeter  of  sacred  memory.  He  had 
never  had  the  advantage  of  a  college  education. 
However,  by  diligent  study  he  acquired  much  in- 
formation of  the  Bible,  religious  literature  and 
something  of  Greek  and  Hebrew.  For  years  he 
had  been  the  efficient  elder  of  one  of  our  largest 
congregations,  editor  of  our  Sunday-school  liter- 
ature, author  of  a  two-volume  commentary  on  the 
New  Testament,  member  of  the  General  Mission 
Board,  and  had  served  as  moderator  of  our  An- 
nual Conference.  When  he  was  sixty  years  of  age 
he  was  elected  by  his  district  to  serve  as  trustee 
for  Manchester  College.  He  served  twenty  years, 
or  until  he  was  eighty.  During  that  time  no 
trustee  was  more  alert  to  the  progressive  needs  of 
the  college,  and  no  elder  in  the  territory  did  more 
to  have  his  congregation  support  the  college.  He 
was  much  loved  by  the  college  students,  who  al- 
ways welcomed  his  talks  in  chapel. 

His  short  but  strong  appeal  was  something  like 
this:  I  was  never  so  much  impressed  with  the 
need  of  colleges  in  the  church  until  I  studied  anew 


the  great  commission.  In  the  great  commission, 
Matt.  28: 19,  Jesus  placed  upon  the  disciples  of  his 
church  the  duty  to  take  his  gospel  to  all  nations. 
While  many  of  us  can  work  in  our  homeland,  spe- 
cial training  is  necessary  for  one  to  go  and  teach 
a  foreign  people.  There  is  the  problem  of  learn- 
ing a  foreign  language,  without  which  no  mission- 
ary could  succeed.  There  are  the  history  and  cul- 
ture of  other  peoples,  so  the  missionary  must 
know  how  to  adapt  his  message.  Paul  showed 
that  he  knew  this  background  of  his  listeners 
(Acts  17:22-32).  There  are  all  kinds  of  new  and 
unexpected  problems  to  be  met.  The  missionary 
must  meet  men  of  the  keenest  of  minds  who  will 
challenge  his  message  and  present  seemingly 
strong  arguments.  Now  no  one  except  one  who 
has  training  and  wide  experience  through  study 
and  training  can  be  equal  to  this  work  of  the  mis- 
sionary. However  zealous  or  pious  a  person  might 
be,  he  cannot  learn  a  new  language,  or  meet  keen 
philosophical  arguments  without  training  and  ex- 
perience. 

Paul,  the  greatest  of  all  Christian  missionaries, 
was  trained  in  a  college.  When  the  Lord  wanted 
to  send  a  missionary  to  the  Gentiles,  he  chose  just 
such  a  man.  Peter  was  a  powerful  preacher  in 
the  homeland  but  was  not  sent  on  this  foreign 
mission.  While  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has 
had  many  able  and  successful  preachers,  we  did 
not  wake  up  to  our  duty  as  defined  by  the  great 
commission  until  a  young  college  student,  Wilbur 
Stover,  stirred  up  the  church  and  led  the  way  to 
successful  missionary  work  in  India.  Likewise  we 
had  to  select  young,  consecrated  college  men  and 
women  to  open  up  our  work  in  China  and  Africa. 
We  will  want  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  great 
commission  until  the  end  of  the  world.  The  Lord 
will  be  with  us  until  he  shall  come  again. 

So  we  need  our  Christian  colleges  to  train  men 
and  women  who  can  serve  the  church  in  carrying 
on  its  divinely  appointed  work  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Renewal 

BY  MARY  ALICE  HOLDEN 

Christ  resurrects 

Our  buried  hopes 

From  the  fears 

Our  self-interest  has  made, 

To  a  fulness  of  life 

Where  our  joy  flows  to  all, 

For  he  said,  "Oh,  be  not  afraid. 


Cimarron,  Kans. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


The  Messenger  Comes  to 
Pleasant  Grove  .  .  . 

BY  H.  A.  BRANDT 

PEOPLE    IN    THIS   DIALOGUE 

JOHN  BOWMAN,  pastor  at  Pleasant  Grove. 
SAMUEL  LANDIS,  elder  at  Pleasant  Grove. 
HENRY  MILLER,  a  district  fieldman. 
HAROLD  KING,  superintendent  of  adults. 

MRS.  CLARA  KING,  wife  of  Harold,  mother  of  three  and  superin- 
tendent of  children's   department. 
LOIS  EARLY,  president  of  B.  Y.   P.  D. 
FRANK  DRIVER,  a  young  business  man. 


Scene  I 

This  dialogue  takes  place  in  Pastor  Bowman's  study. 
It  is  evening;  all  are  conveniently  seated. 


John  Bowman:  It  is  time  to  begin.  Our  committee 
members  are  all  here.  In  fact,  they  are  not  only  all 
here  but  we  have  gained  a  recruit  at  my  invitation.  I 
refer  to  Bro.  Henry  Miller  who  is  to  sit  in  with  us.  As 
you  know,  Bro.  Miller  is  our  district  fieldman.  We 
happened  to  be  in  a  meeting  together  this  afternoon  and 
I  prevailed  on  him  to  stay  over  for  this  committee 
meeting. 

Henry  Miller:  I  am  happy  to  meet  you  all  and  I  am 
sure  I  shall  have  a  pleasant  first  visit  at  Pleasant  Grove. 
Of  course,  you  understand  I  am  just  an  interested  ob- 
server. 

John  Bowman:  Bro.  Miller,  I  want  to  introduce  the 
people  who  are  meeting  tonight.  Here  at  our  right  is 
Bro.  Samuel  Landis,  elder  of  our  congregation  and 
chairman  of  the  committee.  Next  to  him  sits  Bro. 
Harold  King,  who  farms  'for  a  living  and  on  Sundays 
superintendents  our  adult  department.  At  his  side  is 
Mrs.  Clara  King,  wife  of  Bro.  Harold.  She  is  mother  of 
three  and  head  of  our  children's  department.  The  next 
is  Miss  Lois  Early,  a  high  school  senior  and  president  of 
our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Here  at  our  left  is  Bro.  Frank  Driver. 
He  is  a  very  useful  young  man  who  sells  or  fixes  cars 
as  the  occasion  demands.  Besides,  he  keeps  the  church 
accounts  straight  and  teaches  a  boy's  class. 

Henry  Miller:  Members  of  the  committee,  may  I  say 
again  that  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  all.  I  am  sure  I  shall 
learn  something  this  evening. 

John  Bowman:  Now  that  we  are  all  properly  intro- 
duced, I  shall  turn  things  over  to  our  chairman,  Bro. 
Landis.  He  will  present  the  matter  assigned  our  com- 
mittee and  direct  the  discussion. 

Samuel  Landis:  All  but  our  visitor  were  at  the  re- 
cent council  at  which  this  committee  was  appointed. 
I  think  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  we  had  a  rather 
full  discussion  of  church  loyalty.  Perhaps  our  local 
situation  is  not  different  from  that  found  in  many 
churches.  But  even  so,  it  was  agreed  that  Pleasant 
Grove  has  too  many  inactive  and  indifferent  members. 
The  outcome  of  this  discussion  was  the  appointment  of 
this  committee.  Our  work  is  to  consider  what  can  be 
done  for  church  loyalty  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  congre- 
gation. In  view  of  the  protracted  discussion  at  the 
council  meeting  I  would  judge  we  are  ready  for  con- 
crete suggestions.  We  are  certainly  glad  that  Bro.  Mil- 
ler is  with  us,  and  we  urge  him  to  share  in  our  discus- 


sion.    Who  is  the  first  with  some  observation  or  sug- 
gestion? 

Frank  Driver:  I  suggest  that  we  have  a  few  words 
from  our  visitor,  Bro.  Henry  Miller. 

Henry  Miller:  As  a  mere  visitor,  I  hardly  feel  I 
should  be  the  first  to  speak.  And  yet  I  do  have  a  con- 
viction regarding  church  loyalty.  I  am  sure  the  loyalty 
we  all  seek  is  the  faithfulness  based  on  intelligent  ap- 
preciation. I  feel  certain  we  desire  the  interest  which 
springs  from  information  and  understanding.  I  believe 
that  when  people  know  the  history  and  ideals,  the  on- 
going work  and  responsibility  of  the  church,  a  new 
enthusiasm  will  take  the  place  of  the  present  indif- 
ference. 

Harold  King:  Our  Bro.  Miller  has  suggested  some- 
thing which  was  frequently  hinted  at  in  council  meet- 
ing, but  not  quite  so  clearly  stated.  Personally,  I  am 
not  interested  in  the  superficial  solutions  which  might 
increase-  attendance  or  giving  for  a  few  Sundays.  I 
think  we  want  to  find  the  real  thing  in  church  loyalty. 

Frank  Driver:  When  I  talk  to  people  about  the 
church  I  try  to  show  them  how  it  is  the  biggest  and 
most  useful  concern  in  the  country.  I  tell  people  that 
Pleasant  Grove  is  the  local  unit  of  a  world-wide  or- 
ganization. I  find  when  people  realize  this  that  they 
begin  to  take  more  interest,  or  become  more  loyal. 

Lois  Early:  At  camp  last  summer  when  I  met  so 
many  from  distant  places  I  got  a  new  idea  of  the  great- 
ness of  the  church — of  our  church.  I  think,  like  Bro. 
Driver,  that  when  people  see  the  bigness  and  worth  of 
the  church  we  will  not  need  to  be  talking  about  church 
loyalty. 

John  Bowman:  The  turn  this  discussion  is  taking  is 
of  great  interest  to  me.  People  come  into  the  church  as 
a  result  of  the  teaching  or  preaching  of  God's  Word. 
That  is,  there  must  be  information  before  there  can  be 
conviction  and  action.  And  certainly  much  the  same 
applies  if  loyalty  is  to  continue.  As  Bro.  Miller  has 
well  said,  the  loyalty  we  want  is  the  kind  of  faithful- 
ness which  is  based  on  intelligent  appreciation. 

Samuel  Landis:  I  am  sure  we  all  want  the  best  for 
Pleasant  Grove.  We  want  the  real  thing  in  church 
loyalty.  It  has  been  suggested  this  rests  on  information 
and  understanding.  Perhaps  our  real  problem  is  just 
this:  How  to  build  loyalty  through  information  and 
understanding.  What  is  there  in  the  local  situation 
which  bears  on  this  problem? 

Frank  Driver:  Bro.  Chairman,  in  my  business  there 
is  a  lot  of  dependence  on  literature  both  to  get  atten- 
tion and  to  hold  interest.     Business  concerns,  organiza- 
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tions  of  various  kinds  and  every  wide-awake  communi- 
ty has  its  paper.  For  example,  Bro.  King  takes  a  farm 
paper  and  I  take  papers  in  my  field.  It  looks  to  me  as 
if  the  church  should  be  doing  something  like  this. 

John  Bowman:    You  mean  locally? 

Harold  King:    We  do  have  our  church  bulletin. 

Frank  Driver:    No,  I  don't  mean  just  that. 

Lois  Early:  Don't  you  mean  a  kind  of  general  church 
paper,  one  published  for  the  whole  Church  of  the 
Brethren? 

Frank  Driver:  Yes,  that  is  it!  A  church  paper  giving 
church  news  and  views.  It  seems  to  me  it  could  com- 
bine the  newspaper  and  the  magazine  idea.  I  suppose 
it  should  be  a  weekly. 

Mrs.  Clara  King:  How  would  your  proposed  paper 
differ  from  the  present  Gospel  Messenger? 

Frank  Driver:  I  guess  I  don't  understand  your  ques- 
tion. 

Mrs.  Clara  King:  Well,  we  have  a  church  paper  now 
which  is  called  the  Gospel  Messenger.  It  seems  to  me 
it  covers  the  field  you  suggest. 

Frank  Driver:  You  say  we  have  a  church  paper? 
How  long  has  it  been  published? 

John  Bowman:  Bro.  Driver,  I  fear  I  owe  you  an 
apology — or  an  explanation — or  both.  I  know  I  have 
been  derelict  in  telling  the  younger  generation  and 
those  not  so  familiar  with  our  people  that  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  does  have  a  church  paper.  (He  turns 
and  begins  looking  through  a  stack  of  papers  on  his 
desk.) 

Lois  Early:  I  read  some  copies  of  the  Messenger  at 
camp  last  summer.  It  had  interesting  articles,  church 
news,  personal  items  and  even  marriage  notices! 

John  Bowman:  Bro.  Frank,  here  is  a  copy  of  last 
week's  Messenger.    Would  you  care  to  look  it  over? 

Frank  Driver  (accepting  the  Messenger):  So  this  is 
our  church  paper! 

John  Bowman:  You  can  emphasize  the  our.  The 
Messenger  has  been  church  owned  since  1897. 

Henry  Miller:  Bro.  Chairman,  may  I  say  a  few 
words? 

Samuel  Landis:     Certainly,  Bro.  Miller. 

Henry  Miller:  The  situation  presented  here  tonight 
is  not  so  unusual  as  we  could  hope.  As  your  pastor  has 
said,  children  have  grown  up  without  so  much  as  real- 
izing we  have  a  church  paper.  Many  not  familiar  with 
our  people  have  been  gathered  in  through  the  years 
without  so  much  as  knowing  we  have  a  Gospel  Messen- 
ger. It  is  not  so  Strang  that  Bro.  Driver  should  be  sug- 
gesting the  very  thing  we  have.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
one  of  our  chief  instruments  for  developing  church  loy- 
alty is  our  overlooked  church  paper,  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger! 

Frank  Driver:  This  Messenger  is  sure  a  surprise  to 
me.  I  ought  to  be  taking  it.  How  does  one  subscribe 
for  our  Messenger? 

Samuel  Landis:    Well,  you  can  send  in  direct. 

Frank  Driver  (looking  up  from  his  scanning  of  the 
Messenger) :  Folks,  look  here!  It  says  that  if  100%  of 
the  resident  families  represented  in  the  membership  of 
a  congregation  take  the  Messenger  there  is  a  club  rate 
of  $1  per  year! 


John  Bowman:  Bro.  Driver  is  right;  there  is  a  low 
club  rate.  I  have  been  feeling  for  some  time  I  should 
say  something  about  the  offer. 

Lois  Early:  Why  can't  this  committee  on  church  loy- 
alty recommend  something  about  the  use  of  our  church 
paper? 

Mrs.  Clara  King:  That's  just  what  I  think.  Here  we 
come  together  to  talk  about  church  loyalty  and  find  we 
are  not  using  perhaps  the  one  best  means  we  have  for 
creating  it!  Think  what  a  help  it  would  be  to  our  pas- 
tor if  our  church  paper  were  a  weekly  guest  in  every 
home  in  our  congregation!  He  cannot  visit  every  fam- 
ily every  week.  He  cannot  sit  by  every  reading  table 
or  look  from  every  magazine  rack  in  our  homes.  But 
the  church  paper  can.  And  what  a  useful  assistant  pas- 
tor it  could  be! 

Samuel  Landis:  Sister  King  is  quite  right  in  what 
she  says.  It  seems  to  me  some  one  should  be  ready  to 
formulate  a  motion. 

Harold  King:  Bro.  Chairman,  I  move  that  this  com- 
mittee on  church  loyalty  recommend  to  the  Pleasant 
Grove  congregation  the  early  formation  of  a  100%  Gos- 
pel Messenger  club. 

Frank  Driver:    Bro.  Chairman,  I  second  the  motion. 
Samuel  Landis:     We  have   a   motion,   properly   sec- 
onded, that  this  committee  on  church  loyalty  recom- 
mend to  the  church  the  early  formation  of  a  Messenger 
club.     What  have  you  to  say  on  the  motion? 

Mrs.  Clara  King:  Should  we  discuss  how  the  club  is 
to  be  formed? 

Samuel  Landis:  What  have  you  to  say  concerning 
Mrs.  King's  question? 

Frank  Driver:  Bro.  Chairman,  I  judge  from  what  I 
have  been  reading  here  in  the  paper  that  there  are 
various  ways  of  proceeding.  We  are  urged  to  write  for 
information  if  we  have  questions  or  problems.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  question  of  how  to  form  a  club  is  a  de- 
tail to  be  left  to  the  church. 

Samuel  Landis:  Is  there  any  further  discussion?  All 
those  in  favor  of  this  committee  on  church  loyalty 
recommending  the  formation  of  a  Messenger  club  may 
raise  their  right  hands.  [All  hands  go  up.]  That  is  fine. 
The  recommendation  is  passed  unanimously. 

Henry  Miller:  I  shall  want  to  tell  the  story  of  what 
has  happened  here  tonight. 

Samuel  Landis:  I  am  sure  that  is  your  privilege, 
Bro.  Miller,  if  we  have  done  anything  worth  repeating. 
Is  there  some  other  aspect  of  this  problem  we  should 
consider? 

Frank  Driver:  I  have  an  idea  there  is,  but  I  believe 
we  will  get  better  results  if  we  confine  ourselves  to  the 
one  recommendation  for  the  present  and  really  see  that 
something  gets  done  about  it. 

Samuel  Landis:  How  do  the  rest  of  you  feel? 
John  Bowman:  I  suspect  Bro.  Driver  is  about  right. 
Let  us  start  in  by  doing  one  important  thing  well.  I  am 
sure  it  will  make  a  great  difference,  and  for  the  in- 
crease of  loyalty,  when  the  Gospel  Messenger  comes  to 
the  Brethren  homes  in  Pleasant  Grove. 

Samuel  Landis:  I  suspect  a  motion  to  adjourn  is  in 
order. 

John  Bowman:   Just  a  moment.    I  think  Mrs.  Bow- 
man has  some  refreshments  for  you. 
Elgin,  III.       (Second  Scene  in  Next  Paper) 
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Mary  Nancy  Dadisman,  R.N. 

BY  RUTH  DADISMAN 

On  May  29,  1913,  Mary  Nancy  came  to  live  in  the 
home  of  Lee  and  Minnie  Dadisman  in  Bee  County  in 
southwestern  Texas.  She  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of 
five  boys  and  three  girls.  Her 
sisters  are  Ruth  and  Virginia 
and  her  brothers  are  Lloyd, 
Glenn,  Elmer,  Earl  and  Claude. 
In  the  fall  of  1920  she  moved 
with  her  parents  to  southwest- 
ern Kansas  near  the  Paint  Creek 
church.  It  was  here  in  the  fall 
of  1924  and  under  the  evange- 
listic efforts  of  Elder  D.  P.  Neher, 
that  she  made  her  decision  to 
accept  Christ  as  her  personal 
Savior  and  was  baptized  into 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

It  was  in  Kansas  she  began 
her  educational  career  in  the  little  one-room  school- 
house.  She  finished  the  eighth  grade  there.  In  the  fall 
of  1928  she  began  her  high  school  education  at  Union- 
town,  Kans.  In  the  spring  of  1930  she  moved  with  her 
parents  to  Story  County,  Middle  Iowa,  making  her 
home  near  the  Fernald  church.  Mary  graduated  from 
the  Fernald  High  School  with  the  class  of  1932.  She 
stood  high  in  scholarship  in  her  class,  being  excelled  by 
a  very  small  margin  by  her  brother,  Elmer,  who  had 
been  her  classmate  all  through  school.  They  formed  a 
team,  their  companionship  being  of  mutual  benefit  as 
they  worked  and  shared  school  days  together.  They 
came  to  the  parting  of  the  ways  when  Mary  entered 
nurses'  training  at  Bethany  Hospital  in  Chicago  in  the 
fall  of  1932.  Here  she  found  many  new  and  varied  ex- 
periences, and  by  close  application  graduated  at  the 
head  of  her  class  in  1935.  Mary  has  never  been  an  ex- 
ceptionally brilliant  student,  but  was  always  persever- 
ing, keeping  at  her  work  conscientiously  as  she  applied 
herself  at  whatever  she  undertook.  Some  of  the  com- 
ments about  her  work  given  while  she  was  in  training 
were:  Good  poise,  dependable,  thorough,  neat,  pleasing 
personality,  quiet,  dignified,  refined,  wholesome  attitude, 
co-operative  and  intelligent,  has  executive  ability.  These 
statements  came  from  supervisors  under  whom  she  had 
worked  in  training  days. 

She  passed  the  state  board  examination  in  1935  and 
in  January  1936  became  a  registered  nurse  in  Illinois. 
Upon  graduation  she  accepted  a  position  as  supervisor 


of  the  medical  and  surgical  floor  in  the  hospital  where 
she  had  received  her  training.  Mary  held  this  position 
until  the  spring  of  1937.  Desiring  to  obtain  more  edu- 
cation and  to  advance  herself,  she  accepted  the  position 
of  school  nurse  at  Juniata  College  in  the  autumn  of 
1937.  She  enrolled  for  college  work  which  she  carried 
in  addition  to  her  work  as  nurse  in  charge  of  the  in- 
firmary. She  maintained  a  high  degree  of  scholarship 
even  though  she  taught  a  course  in  child  care  and  one 
in  home  nursing.  It  was  said  of  her  by  some  of  the 
college  authorities:  "She  has  carried  through  this  posi- 
tion of  being  in  an  intermediate  relation  to  the  student 
group  and  the  faculty  most  satisfactorily  and  has  won 
the  respect  of  the  students  and  faculty  alike  for  her  effi- 
ciency, fine  character  and  womanly  deportment."  She 
received  her  B.  S.  degree  from  Juniata  in  June  1941. 

Mary's  decision  to  go  out  in  full-time  service  for  the 
church  was  the  fruit  of  early  home  training  and  the  en- 
vironment in  which  she  was  reared.  No  matter  how 
busy  the  day  or  how  pressing  the  problems,  there  was 
always  time  for  family  worship,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  days'  activities  with  daily  devotions.  The  work  of 
the  church  was  always  of  deep  concern  in  her  home. 
The  Gospel  Messenger  was  a  weekly  visitor  and  the 
contents  were  read  and  discussed  before  Mary  and  all 
the  children.  The  names  of  the  church  leaders  were 
well  known  to  those  who  lived  in  her  home.  Whenever 
opportunity  afforded,  the  missionaries  and  visiting  min- 
isters were  entertained.  Mary's  home  was  humble  and 
not  blessed  with  much  of  the  material  things  of  life,  but 
it  was  here  she  was  taught  the  principles  of  Christian 
character  and  the  value  of  Christian  ideals  as  they  were 
interpreted  in  everyday  living. 

Mary  was  always  active  in  her  local  church,  serving 
as  Sunday-school  superintendent  a  few  months  before 
entering  training.  She  was  active  in  young  people's 
work  whenever  the  opportunity  presented  itself.  Her 
decision  to  offer  her  life  to  the  church  in  greater  service 
was  merely  the  outgrowth  of  her  home  environment,  her 
days  at  Bethany  and  at  college  and  the  result  of  im- 
pressions received  at  summer  young  people's  camps. 
When  she  questioned  her  mother  in  regard  to  dedicating 
her  life  to  mission  service,  the  reply  was  characteristic 
of  her  mother  when  she  wrote:  "We  have  supported 
missions  and  have  prayed  for  other  people's  children  on 
the  foreign  field,  so  who  are  we  to  say  'no'  when  our 
own  are  considering  going  out  in  service?" 

It  can  only  be  said  as  she  anticipates  a  larger  field  of 
service  that  she  has  heard  the  challenge  of  'Go  ye'  and 
has  responded  with  a  trained  life  and  a  will  dedicated 
to  God  for  his  service. 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  November  1-8 


Alice   Engel,   R.   N. 


Mary  Alice  Engel  and  Sylvia  Oiness  are  listed  in  the  Prayer  Calendar 
to  be  remembered  in  prayer  during  this  week.  This  request  is  made  to 
every  member  in  the  brotherhood. 

On  March  19  both  of  these  nurses,  along  with  Nurse  Ruth  Utz,  set  sail 
for  Africa  on  the  S.  S.  Zamzam.  The  complete  details  of  their  experience 
will  never  be  known  as  their  ship  was  sent  to  the  bottom  of  the  Atlantic. 
Their  lives  were  spared  and  on  June  21  they  reached  New  York.  Three 
issues  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  (Sept.  20,  Sept.  27  and  Oct.  4)  carry  the 
account  of  the  sinking  of  the  Zamzam.  Sylvia  has  presented  facts  which 
should  cause  every  member  of  the  church  to  be  thankful  that  God  pro- 
tected from  death  the  120  missionaries  and  others  on  board. 

At  the  present  time  Nurses  Engel  and  Oiness  are  in  the  homeland.  Let 
us  pray  that  their  future  plans  shall  be  directed  by  the  Lord  to  his  fullest 
service  and  praise. 


Sylvia  Oiness,  R.  N. 
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[On  Oct.  9,  1941,  Mary  set  sail  for  Africa.  The  fact 
that  she  starts  out  on  troubled  seas  with  undaunted 
courage  should  challenge  the  church  to  uphold  her  in 
prayer  and  in  local  support. — A.  C.  M.] 

Nevada,  Iowa. 

~*~ 

Stewardship  Discussion  Outlines 

In  the  Aug.  9  Messenger,  page  17,  a  stewardship  bar- 
gain was  announced  in  the  64-page,  five-chapter  manual 
entitled  The  Way  to  the  Best  by  Robert  P.  Anderson 
at  15c.  The  bargain  is  even  better,  for  the  price  should 
have  been  listed  only  10c. 

Income,  Outgo  and  the  Kingdom  of  God,  a  62-page, 
thirteen-chapter  manual  by  Samuel  E.  Carruth,  price 
25c,  is  a  most  excellent  source  of  help  for  discussion 
groups  and  for  sermons  or  talks. 

A  Christian  Idea  of  Wealth,  a  48-page,  four-chapter 
manual  by  Edward  Tallmadge  Root,  price  20c,  published 
1941,  is  very  good.  The  chapters  are:  I.  The  Meaning 
of  Wealth.  II.  The  Duty  of  Production.  III.  The  Goal 
of  Distribution.    IV.  Wealth  and  the  Church. 

Order  from  General  Boards,  22  S.  State  Street,  Elgin, 
Illinois. 


Passing  of  a  Great  Missionary  in  Africa 

BY  H.  STOVER  KULP 

Bishop  Melville  Jones  died  at  Oshogbo,  Nigeria,  on 
Jan.  8,  1941.  For  forty-seven  years  he  had  served  as  a 
missionary  with  the  Church  Missionary  Society  in 
Nigeria.  He  was  a  New  Zealander  who  went  to  Nigeria 
in  1893,  and  for  over  twenty  years  was  mainly  occupied 
in  evangelistic  work  and  in  training  teachers  and  pas- 
tors. In  1919  he  became  Bishop  of  Lagos.  He  retired  in 
September  of  1940.  His  wife,  who  survives  him,  has 
been  even  longer  a  missionary  in  Nigeria.  She  entered 
the  service  nearly  fifty-two  years  ago — in  1889. 

When  they  retired  last  September,  they  decided  to 
make  their  home  for  the  rest  of  their  days  in  Nigeria. 
But  even  in  retirement,  the  bishop  was  continuing  his 
great  work  and  was  teaching  men  who  were  preparing 
to  be  pastors  and  Christian  leaders  in  Nigeria. 

During  the  twenty  years  of  his  episcopate  the  mem- 
bership of  the  church  increased  from  60,000  to  157,000. 
This  alone  would  evidence  that  a  great  Christian  work 
was  being  carried  on.  The  man  who  was  in  charge  of 
all  this  great  work  was  not  one  who  appeared  to  be  of 
robust  physical  strength.  And  yet  in  his  earlier  days  as 
evangelist  and  later  as  bishop  he  had  to  do  much  trav- 
eling under  conditions  which  did  require  endurance. 

We  first  met  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Jones  about  a  week 
after  we  had  entered  the  country  in  January  of  1923. 
They  had  just  returned  from  an  extended  trip  over  a 
section  of  their  vast  field.  They  were  most  interested  in 
our  venture  to  begin  mission  work  for  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  out  of  their  experience  were  able  to  give 
us  much  help.  They  have  followed  our  work  and  regu- 
larly every  week  they  have  remembered  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  Mission  in  prayer.  Many  of  our  mission- 
aries and  also  the  deputations  which  visited  the  field 
when  traveling  to  or  from  America  have  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  their  beautiful  Christian  home  in  Lagos. 

The  bishop  was  a  man  of  wide  sympathies,  unfailing 
kindness,  and  of  humorous  acceptance  of  life  as  he  ex- 
perienced in  his  travels  in  Nigeria.  There  was  not  much 
of  the  outward  evidence  of  vigorous  personality,  but 
rather  that  of  a  gentle  Christian  soul,  easily  approach- 


able and  ever  active  on  errands  of  mercy  and  love.  He 
will  long  be  remembered  by  a  vast  number  in  Nigeria 
and  elsewhere  as  a  great  Christian  leader.  Through  the 
men  he  has  trained  and  the  lives  he  has  touched  there 
probably  has  been  no  one  who  has  exerted  so  great  an 
influence  for  Christ's  cause  in  the  great  country  of 
Nigeria.  Mrs.  Jones,  more  than  eighty  years  old,  is  still 
carrying  on  in  Lagos. 

Home  on  Furlough  From  Africa. 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  September  contributions  for  the 
Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 
in  the  budget  totalled  $9,937.13  and  the  total  received 
for  the  year  beginning  March  1,  1941,  was  $100,436.56. 
Contributions  for  the  Brethren  Service  totalled  $9,504.35 
for  the  month  and  the  total  received  for  the  year  was 
$80,669.65,  detail  as  follows: 

Receipts  for      Total  receipts 
September  since  3-1-41 

World-wide    Missions     $  1 ,539.30  $  13,303.62 

Women's   Work   Project    1,279.22  5,316.73 

Home   Missions    17.26  460.60 

Foreign    Missions     293.91  2,295^39 

Junior   League   Project    298.97  700.78 

Intermediate    Project     .50  15.45 

India    Mission     55.50  795.57 

India    Native    Worker    25.00  434.50 

India  Boarding   School    16.50  183.69 

India    Share    Plan    137.50  967.13 

India    Missionary    Supports    1,394.51  11,165.59 

India  Special  Projects   200.00 

China   Mission    84.93  698.82 

China  Native   Worker    25.00  173.65 

China  Boys'   School   ■  5.00 

China   Girls'   School    25.00 

China   Share  Plan    50.00  336.65 

China   Missionary   Supports    405.47  6,196.03 

South   China  Mission    56.00 

Sweden   Mission    98.43 

Sweden   Missionary    Supports    544.53 

Denmark    Mission    7.50 

Africa  Missionary  Supports    672.87  4,748.49 

Africa    Mission     196.81  2,470.49 

Africa    Share   Plan    133.79  417.56 

Africa   Leper    20.00  103.81 

Conference  Budget  Undesignated    1,990.35  41,780.92 

Conference  Budget  Designated  for — 

Board  of  Christian  Education   49.60  2,881.62 

General  Ministerial   Board    10.57 

General    Education    Board    73.77 

Bethany  Biblical   Seminary   (at  Elgin)      781.57  1,193.90 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

(at   Chicago)    127.70  301.45 

Ministerial  and  Missionary  Service 

Fund     55.18 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan    58.50 

Youth    Serves    340.87  2,359.64 

$  9,937.13  $100,436.56 

For  Brethren  Service — 

Brethren  Service   Certificates    1,390.00  14,095.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    3,385.75  26,951.95 

China    Relief    269.73  2,683.54 

Civilian   Public   Service    4,036.60  32,668.31 

European   Relief    18.54  348.89 

Finnish  Relief    5.00 

General    Relief    398.63  3,847.70 

Michigan   Work    Camp    2.00 

Refugee   Fund    5.10  67.22 

$  9,504.35  $  80,669.65 

Grand  total  all   contributions    $19,441.48  $181,106.21 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  September 
30,  1941: 

Income  since  March  1,  1941  $  79,721.01 

Income  same  period  last  year   80,340.19 

Expense  since  March   1,   1941    90,936.66 

Expense  same  period  last  year   105,340.90 

Mission  deficit  September  30,   1941    2,609.29 

Mission  deficit  August  31,  1941   7,761.23 

Decrease  in  deficit,  September,  1941    5,151.94 
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CAMP 

Kane 

Third  Brethren  Civilian  Public 
Service  Camp 


Reader's  left:  Camp  Kane  nestled  In  a 
valley  in  the  Allegheny  Forest.  The  pictures 
below  show  the  men  at  Camp  Kane  at  work 
breaking  a  road  through  the  Allegheny  Na- 
tional Forest. 
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Reader's  left  to  right:  J.  Aldene  Ecker,  Assistant  Di- 
rector, Camp  Kane;  M.  R.  Zigler,  National  Director;  Mrs. 
M.  R.  Zigler;  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  Director,  Camp  Kane;  Mrs. 
Levi  K.  Ziegler,  Dietitian,  Camp  Kane. 


Looking  down  the  main  street  at  Camp  Kane. 


The  camp  bunk  houses 
are  not  so  commodious  but 
they  are  clean  and  neat. 


For  pictures  of  Camp  Lagro 
see  Gospel  Messenger  for  June 
7,  1941;  Camp  Magnolia,  Gos- 
pel Messenger  for  July  5,  1941. 


Below:     The  men  do  their  own  laundry  and  cook  their  own  meals. 
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THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


With  Our  Brethren  Schools  ■ .  ■ 


See  Also  General  Forum  Articl 


es 


Concerning  Basic  Assumptions 

The  basic  assumption  in  the  work  of  our  six  colleges 
and  one  seminary  is  that  these  institutions  are  an  in- 
tegral part  in  the  total  program  of  the  church.  The  mis- 
sionary activity  of  the  church,  our  ministerial  supply, 
the  work  camps,  our  Sunday-school  literature  and  other 
publishing  interests  as  well  as  our  age-group  activities 
would  suffer  tremendously,  if  not  cease,  should  our  col- 
leges no  longer  be  able  to  function. 

At  the  heart  of  each  of  our  colleges  and  the  seminary 
is  the  program  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  From 
these  institutions  has  come  a  steady  stream  of  young 
men  and  women  who  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  serv- 
ice for  the  kingdom  of  God.  This  stream  of  mission- 
aries, ministers,  Sunday-school  teachers,  home  builders, 
farmers,  doctors  and  leaders  in  the  professions  will  con- 
tinue if  the  church  will  undergird  them  with  prayer, 
financial  support  and  her  youth. 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  contribution  of  Elizabethtown 
College  will  always  be  in  terms  of  consecrated  men  and 
women  who  will  serve  the  church. — A.  C.  Baugher, 
Elizabethtown  College. 

McPherson  College  is  an  educational  institution  which 
attempts  to  provide  learning  experiences  for  young  men 
and  women  and  to  stimulate  and  direct  them  in  matur- 
ing intellectually,  emotionally,  socially,  physically, 
aesthetically  and  spiritually.  Human  society  is  made 
better  to  the  extent  that  men  and  women  become  in- 
creasingly intelligent  and  wholesome  in  their  thinking 
and  living.  To  this  end  McPherson  College  attempts  to 
be  Christian  and  to  provide  an  educational  atmosphere 
that  is  intellectually  stimulating,  emotionally  sane, 
physically  healthful,  socially  ennobling,  artistically 
beautiful,  and  spiritually  uplifting.  The  belief  and  hope 
are  that  all  who  are  privileged  to  educate  themselves  in 
the  Christian  college  will  be  better  men  and  women  in 
all  worth-while  areas  of  human  living;  especially  in 
home  life,  occupation,  state  and  church. — W.  W.  Peters, 
McPherson  College. 

La  Verne  College  aspires  to  be  a  small  undergraduate 
school  where  a  carefully  selected  student  body  can  se- 
cure a  liberal  arts  education,  under  Christian  auspices, 
at  a  cost  within  the  reach  of  young  people  possessing 
only  moderate  means.  La  Verne  desires  that  her  in- 
struction and  campus  life  shall  be  within  the  frame- 
work of  the  historic  evangelical  Christian  tradition,  and 
that  Christianity  shall  be  the  co-ordinating  center  or 
core  of  her  curriculum,  to  the  end  that  her  graduates 
may  be  marked  by  sound  learning,  intelligent  Christian 
faith,  courageous  character,  disciplined  habits,  and  high 
ideals  of  devotion  and  service  to  God  and  society.  Most 
of  her  graduates  enter  teaching,  the  ministry,  business, 
home-making,  or  the  professions. — C.  Ernest  Davis,  La 
Verne  College. 

Every  church  college  should  make  a  definite  contribu- 
tion to  that  object  which  the  first  college  in  America 
had  as  its  specific  aim:  to  train  a  literate  ministry  for 
the  churches  "when  our  present  ministers  shall  lie  in 
the  dust." 

Another  great  service  such  a  college  can  render  is  to 


send  into  the  public  schools  teachers  who  have  "the 
Christian  view  of  God  and  the  world." 

A  co-educational  college  ought  to  make  a  very  def- 
inite contribution  to  the  building  of  Christian  homes. 
These  mean  more  than  teachers  or  preachers  in  the 
making  of  a  Christian  society. 

Every  area  of  life — domestic,  social,  political,  indus- 
trial, and  religious — should  feel  the  impact  of  the  Chris- 
tian college.  It  is  our  hope  that  Juniata  College  will 
continue  to  exert  such  an  influence. — C.  C.  Ellis,  Juni- 
ata College. 

The  founder  of  Bridgewater  College  stated  in  the  first 
catalogue  in  1880  that  the  enterprise  which  he  was 
launching  was  intended  primarily  for  Brethren  youth 
but  extended  "a  hearty  welcome  to  all  who  seek  knowl- 
edge regardless  of  sect  or  creed."  Bridgewater  has  nev- 
er deviated  from  that  purpose.  We  are  grateful  as  a 
college  for  our  Brethren  heritage.  We  desire  to  offer  our 
youth  educational  advantage  equal  to  the  best  in  the 
world.  We  want  to  preserve  and  interpret  the  Brethren 
philosophy  and  promote  the  Brethren  way  of  life.  We 
purpose  to  inspire  in  our  own  youth  loyalty  to  the 
church  and  encourage  others  to  understand  and  appre- 
ciate our  educational  and  spiritual  heritage.  The  college 
desires  to  develop  genuine  scholars,  effective  leaders 
and  above  all  men  of  God.  This  is  no  platitude.  It  is 
the  passion  of  our  souls. — Paul  H.  Bowman,  Bridge- 
water  College. 

The  future  of  our  civilization  is  quite  unpredictable. 
No  one  can  foretell  the  outcome  of  the  war  nor  foresee 
the  structure  of  the  post-war  world.  We  know,  how- 
ever, that  it  will  be  a  difficult  world,  full  of  problems. 
You  cannot  ruthlessly  destroy  so  much  on  so  vast  a 
scale  without  producing  great  want  and  great  confusion. 
The  situation  will  make  unusual  demands  on  the  intel- 
ligence, the  character,  and  the  service  of  men  and  wom- 
en. The  Christian  colleges  should  anticipate  this  need 
and  prepare  their  graduates  for  participation  in  these 
tasks.  There  will  be  needed  men  of  great  intelligence 
and  mature  wisdom;  men  who  possess  infectiously  radi- 
ant Christian  character;  men  who  care  about  the  suf- 
ferings, the  sorrows  and  injustices  of  the  unfortunate  of 
the  earth.  The  Christian  college  that  takes  its  name 
seriously  will  diligently  seek  to  prepare  graduates  for 
these  tasks. — V.  F.  Schwalm,  Manchester  College. 


Enrollments  in  Our  Brethren  Colleges 

By  A.  C.  Baugher,  Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  those  who  like  figures  and 
quantitative  information  to  have  some  data  on  the  en- 
rollments in  our  Brethren  colleges  for  the  years  between 
1915  and  1940.  We  should  have  been  happy  to  report 
for  1900  to  1915  also,  but  no  figures  were  available.  The 
data  were  taken  from  the  Yearbook.  The  figures  in- 
clude the  enrollments  in  the  academies,  all  of  which 
were  discontinued  by  1926. 

The  information  is  given  in  graphs  which  follow. 
Figure  I  shows  the  total  enrollment  in  our  Brethren 
colleges  since  1915-16.  It  is  quite  significant  that  in 
1926-27  there  were  more  than  4,800  students  in  Brethren 
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/COOFig.   I     Total  Enrolljnent  In  Brethren  Colleges 
from  1915   -  16   to   1939   -   40 


Fig.    II     Total  No.    of  Brethren  Enrolled 
in  Brethren  Colleges 
from  1915-16  to   1939-40 


Fig.  Ill     Total  No.   of  Ministers  Enrolled 
in  Brethren  Colleges 
from  1915-16   to  1939-40 
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colleges,  whereas  in  1939-40  the  enrollment  was  3,227. 
Without  a  doubt  the  depression  has  been  responsible 
for  the  sharp  decline  in  enrollment  during  the  ten-year 
period  from  1926-27  to  1936-37.  However,  a  slight  up- 
ward trend  seems  to  have  been  initiated.  We  trust  that 
this  trend  will  continue. 

Figure  II  indicates  the  number  of  Brethren  students 
enrolled  from  1915-16  to  1939-40.  A  peak  enrollment  of 
2,369  was  reached  in  1923-24.  Why  this  number  should 
have  dropped  to  872  in  1936-37  is  not  clear.  Enroll- 
ment in  higher  education  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole 
has  increased  from  403,558  in  1915  to  1,350,905  in  1939. 
One  is  virtually  compelled  to  ask:  Why  do  not  more 
Brethren  students  attend  Brethren  colleges? 

Figure  III  shows  the  number  of  ministers  that  attend 
our  Brethren  colleges  between  1915  and  1940. 

In  1919-20,  immediately  after  the  World  War  I,  there 
were  257  ministers  enrolled  in  our  Brethren  colleges, 
whereas  in  1936-37  there  were  only  82.  This  was  an  all- 
time  low  since  1915.  The  number  of  ministers  without 
a  doubt  include  ministerial  students  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  but  the  number  is 
likely  relatively  small  and  fairly  constant  from  year  to 
year,  so  that  the  change  in  the  number  may  serve  as  an 
index  of  our  supply  of  ministers. 

In  studying  these  graphs  several  questions  are  sug- 
gested: 

1.  If  the  total  enrollment  in  higher  education  in  the 
U.  S.  has  increased  from  over  400,000  in  1915  to  more 
than  1,350,000  in  1938  why  has  the  total  enrollment  in 
our  Brethren  colleges  not  increased  by  a  proportional 
amount? 

2.  What  is  the  cause  for  the  downward  trend  in  the 
Brethren  enrollment  in  our  colleges?  Can  the  down- 
ward trend  be  arrested? 

3.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  downward  trend  in  the 
number  of  ministers  who  attend  our  colleges?  Can 
this  trend  be  arrested?  What  will  be  the  consequences 
if  it  cannot  be  changed?  Will  our  supply  of  ministers 
become  impoverished,  or  ultimately  depleted?  Are 
non-Brethren  colleges  and  seminaries  attempting  to  edu- 
cate our  future  ministers? 

If  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  the  conviction  that 
she  has  a  distinct  Christian  message  for  mankind,  then 
certainly  we  need  to  conserve  and  promote  the  re- 
sources by  which  our  message  may  be  spread.  Our 
Brethren  colleges  have  in  the  past  been  the  very  foun- 
tain head  of  the  supply  of  missionaries  for  the  church. 
To  a  large  extent  the  same  has  been  true  for  the  min- 


istry. If  this  has  been  true  for  the  past,  it  will  be  equal- 
ly true  for  the  future.  To  insure  and  safeguard  the 
program  of  the  church  for  the  years  to  come  our  young 
people  should  attend  our  Brethren  colleges. 


Our  Brethren  Colleges  and  Rural  Heritage 

By  M.  R.  Zigler,  Elgin,  Illinois 

The  Brethren  people  have  always  been  predominate- 
ly a  rural  segment  of  our  American  population.  O.  E. 
Baker,  senior  agricultural  economist  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  noted  for  his  analysis  of  values  in  rural 
living,  has  said  that  any  fellowship  desiring  to  survive 
a  long  time  must  root  itself  in  rural  areas.  The  Church 
of  the  Brethren  has  proven  this  statement. 

We  bought  excellent  land  or  improved  impoverished 
fields.  Over  several  generations  we  constructed  excel- 
lent farm  buildings.  The  equipment  of  our  homes  and 
farms  has  been  the  best  available.  Family  life  and  re- 
ligion within  these  homes  have  been  the  secret  of  our 
integration.  We  have  demonstrated  that  a  family  can 
live  on  a  small  acreage  and  possess  the  essentials  of  life. 
We  know  that  local  congregations  can,  by  practicing  the 
laws  of  mutual  concern,  build  a  strong  and  stable  com- 
munity that  will  survive.  We  have  practiced  in  many 
areas  the  art  of  passing  on  land  from  one  generation  to 
another  without  loss  to  the  church  or  the  family.  Our 
land  and  homes  in  true  faith  are  as  sacred  to  the  king- 
dom of  God  as  the  church  building  and  grounds.  We 
should  not  lose  the  art  of  building  strong,  Christian 
rural  communities  capable  of  surviving  through  cen- 
turies. 

a   a>   a 

Christian  Education  Is  Co-operative 

By  John  F.  Graham,  Windber,  Pa. 
Christian  education  has  two  fields  of  endeavor;  the 
one  the  home  and  the  church  together,  the  other  the 
Christian  college.  The  formative  processes  rest  with 
the  home  and  the  church.  One  cannot  overemphasize 
the  task  of  the  home  and  the  church  in  a  child's  develop- 
ment. Here  the  foundations  of  life's  values  are  laid.  If 
they  have  been  established  well  the  child's  future  is  as- 
sured. Then  traits  may  be  dormant  and  unnoticed  at 
first,  but  will  become,  when  developed,  strong  character 
assets.  Too  much  care  and  effort  cannot  be  given  to  the 
development  of  these  character  traits.  As  a  child  grows 
these  traits  should  become  stronger  if  his  early  Chris- 
tian training  is  to  remain  a  permanent  part  of  his  life. 
(Continued    on   Page   20) 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  2 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Sin  and  Its  Consequences. — 
Gal.  6:7,  8;  1  John  1:5—2:6.  Golden  Text,  If  we  confess 
our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  righteous  to  forgive  us  our 
sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness.  1  John 
1:9. 

Christian  Workers,  Christian  Liberality. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Building  Bonds  of  Fellowship. 

Intermediates,  The  Common  Sense  of  Peace. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  White- 
fish  church,  Mont. 

Two  baptized  in  the  McPherson  church,  Kans.,  Bro. 
Bernard  N.  King,  pastor. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in 
the  Timberville  church,  Va. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Worthington  church,  Minn.,  Sister 
Martha  H.  Keller,  evangelist. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Markleysburg  church,  Pa., 
Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Clays- 
burg  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C.  L.  Cox,  pastor-evangelist. 

Five  baptized,  fourteen  received  by  letter,  and  one 
reconsecrated  at  the  Mathias,  W.  Va.,  church;  Bro.  H.  H. 
Nye,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins  in  the  Rodney  church, 
Mich.,  Dec.  1-14. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger,  pastor,  Oct.  26 — Nov.  9,  in  the 
Ephrata  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Perry  Prather  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  24,  in  the 
McPherson  church,  Kans. 

Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  the  York 
Second  church,  Nov.  10-23. 

Bro.  Dewey  Rowe  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  Oct.  26 — Nov.  9, 
in  the  Blissville  church,  Ind. 

Sister  Goldie  Killion  of  Auburn,  Ind.,  Nov.  9-16,  in  the 
Bloomfield  church,  Peru,  Ind. 

Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalier  of  Sipesville,  Pa.,  Nov.  23 — 
Dec.  7,  in  the  Windber  church,  Pa. 

Brother  and  Sister  L.  H.  Prowant  of  Rodney,  Mich., 
Nov.  2-9,  in  the  Elsie  church,  Mich. 

Bro.  Peter  Heisey  of  Sheridan,  Pa.,  Nov.  9-23,  in  the 
Mercersburg  church,  Welsh  Run  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Peter  I.  Garber  of  Petersburg,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  2  in 
the  Hampton  house,  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  Phares  Forney  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  9  in 
the  Middle  Creek  church,  West  Conestoga  congregation, 
Pa. 


Personal  Mention 

Colorado  has  selected  as  Standing  Committee  delegate 
to  the  Richmond  Conference  Eld.  Roy  E.  Miller,  with 
Eld.  Ralph  Hoover  as  alternate. 

Northern  California  has  chosen  Eld.  S.  Paul  Daugh- 
erty  as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond 
Conference,  with  Eld.  Niels  Esbensen  as  alternate. 

Bro.  I.  E.  Oberholtzer  changes  the  field  of  his  South- 
ern Indiana  pastoral  service  from  Muncie  to  Kokomo. 
His  new  address  is  1521  S.  Union  St.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow  is  open  for  several  revival  en- 
gagements in  1942.  Churches  interested  should  get  in 
touch  with  him  soon,  addressing  him  at  209  S.  Frederick 
St.,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

Another  golden  wedding  in  the  recent  past  was  that  of 
Brother  and  Sister  O.  J.  Lapp  of  Miami,  N.  Mex.  Let  us 
join  with  their  friends  and  kindred,  including  the  four- 
teen grandchildren,  in  hearty  congratulations. 

Bro.  Roy  B.  Teach  begins  revival  meetings  in  the 
Bradford  church  of  Southern  Ohio,  Monday  evening, 
Nov.  3,  one  week  earlier  than  previously  announced. 
"Adjoining  pastors  will  please  announce  to  their  con- 
gregations." 

Brother  and  Sister  David  Bomberger  of  Riverside, 
Calif.,  where  Bro.  Bomberger  is  general  secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  were  last-week  callers.  They  were  on  their 
way  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  share  in  a  week's  conference 
on  national  Y.  M.  C.  A.  policies. 

Pastor  A.  Jay  Replogle  of  the  Salisbury  church  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  will  conduct  pre-communion 
services  beginning  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  4,  and  con- 
tinuing through  Friday  evening,  Nov.  7,  preparatory  to 
the  love  feast  and  communion  at  7:00  p.  m.,  Nov.  9. 

Bro.  Ausby  W.  Swinger,  pastor  of  the  Hurricane 
Creek  church  of  Southern  Illinois,  under  the  guidance  of 
Sister  Swinger  who  had  been  here  before,  and  accom- 
panied by  their  little  daughter  and  Sister  Martha  Dooly, 
visited  the  Publishing  House  after  attending  the  min- 
isters' conference  at  Bethany. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Price  of  Florida  and  Northern  Illinois  and 
Sister  M.  W.  Emmert  as  you  have  known  her  hitherto, 
of  Mount  Morris,  111.,  left  Mount  Morris  last  week  for 
Lake  Worth,  Fla.,  404  S.  K  St.,  where  they  will  make 
their  future  home  together.  To  their  friends  it  seems 
like  a  very  beautiful  arrangement. 

Bro.  LaMar  Bollinger  is  the  newly  installed  pastor  of 
the  Olympia  church  of  Washington,  succeeding  Bro. 
Mark  Schrock  who  becomes  director  of  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camp  at  Cascade  Locks.  Bro.  Bollinger 
is  also  a  graduate  student  in  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton and  his  address  is  5012  Twenty-second  Ave.,  N.  E., 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Cherished  memories  of  Bro.  D.  Newton  Eller  of  Dale- 
ville,  Va.,  long  gone  to  his  rest,  were  kindled  afresh  the 
other  day  when  Sister  Eller,  mother  of  our  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond Peters,  and  daughter  Lois  honored  us  with  a  call. 
The  last  named  is  the  new  secretary  to  President  Rufus 
D.  Bowman  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  where  moth- 
er has  come  to  live  with  her. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER— November  1,  1941 


17 


Miscellaneous  Items 

Out  of  our  1,017  churches  there  are  325  with  100% 
clubs  and  351  with  75%  clubs.  This  leaves  341  without 
a  club. 

District  clerks  who  have  not  ordered  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  La  Verne  Annual  Conference  sent  to  the 
churches  of  their  districts,  preferably  at  the  rate  of  one 
copy  per  family,  should  do  so  at  once. 

The  Upper  Deer  Creek  church  of  Middle  Indiana  will 
have  an  all-day  home-coming  with  basket  dinner  Nov. 
9.  Brethren  Forest  Hostetler  and  Harley  Fisher  will 
preach.  "Special  music  by  Mexico  choir  and  former 
members." 

The  Center  church  of  Northeastern  Ohio  has  a  harvest 
meeting — morning  and  afternoon — with  fellowship  din- 
ner at  noon,  tomorrow,  Nov.  2.  Bro.  Russell  Bollinger 
of  Ashland,  whose  grandfather  gave  the  land  the  church 
stands  on,  is  the  speaker. 

The  Kaskaskia  church  of  Southern  Illinois  has  an  all- 
day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  tomorrow,  Nov.  2,  cele- 
brating the  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  of  Brother 
and  Sister  David  Wagner,  now  retired  from  active  serv- 
ice in  the  ministry.     "An  invitation  is  extended  to  all." 

The  Roann  church  of  Middle  Indiana  will  have  a 
home-coming  Nov.  9.  Bro.  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  secre- 
tary of  the  General  Mission  Board,  will  speak  both 
morning  and  afternoon.  "We  cordially  invite  all  former 
members  and  our  many  friends  to  worship  with  us  that 
day." 

"The  burning  of  the  mortgage  itself  was  a  very  simple 
ceremony.  .  .  .  Our  debt  twelve  months  ago  was  $2,100. 
These  last  few  months  we  made  special  effort  to  accel- 
erate our  giving,  setting  last  Sunday  as  our  final  date. 
We  not  only  paid  off  all  the  indebtedness  but  had  $900 
left  for  the  new  furnace,  which  was  included  in  our 
aim.  The  furnace  is  costing  about  $700,  so  we're  over 
the   top."   Congratulations,   Elkhart,   Ind. 

Who  can  help  us  make  a  better  cookbook?  Any  prac- 
tical cook  who  will  send  us  her  best  recipe  for  some 
economical  and  wholesome  dish;  any  dietitian  who 
knows  of  some  especially  nourishing  food;  any  nurse 
who  has  found  something  especially  acceptable  to  the 
sick;  any  missionary  or  other  person  who  can  send  us  a 
recipe  for  a  section  on  foods  of  other  peoples,  as  rice 
and  curry  for  India.  We  are  especially  anxious  for 
recipes  telling  how  to  prepare  simple  and  tasty  dishes 
for  the  average  family  table. 


New  Gish  Fund  Listings 

289.  Doran's  Ministers  Manual  for  1942   $1.00 

290.  International   Journal  of  Religious   Education 
(magazine)     90c 

291.  Expositor  (magazine)    $1.50 

(No  magazine  subscriptions  will  be  accepted  by  the 

Gish  Fund  after  December  20,  1941.) 

292.  The  Ethical  Ideals  of  Jesus.  G.  Bromley  Oxnam. 
Regular  price,  $1.00.     Gish  Fund  price  60c 

293.  A  Voice  in  the  Wilderness.  Roy  L.  Smith.  Regu- 
lar price,  $2.00.    Gish  Fund  price  $1.00 

294.  Life's  Intimate  Relationships,  Talmage  Johnson. 

Regular  price,  $1.50.     Gish  Fund  price  80c 

(See  the  column,  About  Books,  beginning  on  page  17, 

for  reviews  of  numbers  292,  293  and  294.) 


First  notices  of  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  have 
all  been  enthusiastic.  Here  is  a  new  book  of  poems  that 
you  will  want  to  use  for  a  Christmas  present,  or  as  a 
gift  on  some  cherished  anniversary.  The  price  is  one 
dollar  per  copy.  Order  from  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House,  Elgin,  111. 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  ministerial  meeting  will  be  held 
Nov.  4-6  in  the  Heidelberg  church.  First  session  7:30 
p.  m.,  Tuesday.  Inspiring  themes  expounded  by  able 
thinkers  and  eloquent  speakers  promise  a  delightful  and 
helpful  time  together.  Perhaps  you  had  better  ar- 
range to  be  there. 

"The  men's  group  has  also  sponsored  a  work  project 
in  which  the  church  auditorium  was  redecorated,  the 
floors  sanded  and  refinished,  new  carpets  placed  in  the 
aisles  and  the  choir  platform  and  the  windows  newly 
decorated,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $600,  exclusive  of 
a  large  amount  of  volunteer  labor.  The  money  was 
raised  through  a  modified  form  of  the  Lord's  Acre  plan. 
Some  help  was  also  given  by  the  women's  organization 
and  one  Sunday-school  class."  It  happened  in  the  Ives- 
ter  church  of  Northern  Iowa. 

The  Leamersville  church  of  Middle  Pennsylvania,  re- 
cently rebuilt  and  rededicated  last  Sunday,  was  badly 
damaged  by  fire  Oct.  17,  1940.  It  was  first  built  in  1910 
by  Bro.  James  A.  Sell  and  dedicated  by  Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis. 
In  1922  it  was  remodeled  and  rededicated  by  these  same 
two  brethren.  It  is  an  interesting  coincidence  and 
providence  that  the  same  pair  should  serve  together  in 
the  dedication  services  last  Sunday.  At  least  so  it  was 
planned.  Sorry  we  did  not  have  this  information  in 
time  to  use  with  the  brief  notice  last  week. 

A  Stewardship  Conference  will  be  held  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  Nov.  17  and  18,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Stewardship  Council,  representing  twenty-six  religious 
bodies  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  the  Rich- 
mond Ministerial  Union.  Dr.  Adolph  Keller  of  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  will  address  the  opening  session  Monday 
evening,  to  which  the  general  public  is  invited.  The 
place  is  the  Grace  and  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  church, 
Laurel  St.,  near  Floyd  Ave.  Our  own  Pastor  W.  Harold 
Row,  2215  E.  Broad  St.,  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Christian  Co-operation. 


Gbout  oeoki 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. — Ed. 

The  Ethical  Ideals  of  Jesus.  G.  Bromley  Oxnam. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1941.     $1.00. 

Bishop  Oxnam  summarizes  these  ideals  under  five 
headings  in  chapter  one:  the  supreme  importance  of 
men  rather  than  things;  human  brotherhood;  the  su- 
premacy of  the  common  good;  abundant  life  for  all;  the 
supreme  potency  of  love.  In  chapter  two  the  familiar 
changes  which  characterize  our  age  are  mentioned  and 
it  is  shown  that  only  the  ideals  and  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
offer  an  adequate  pattern  and  method  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  social  order.  In  his  discussion  of  the 
relation  of  Jesus'  ethical  ideals  to  the  international  or- 
der the  author  says  that  the  nations'  sins  of  nationalism, 
economic  imperialism  and  militarism  have  found  them 
out.  Only  Jesus'  ideals  are  adequate  to  replace  these 
sins.  Discussing  the  relation  of  Jesus'  ideals  to  the  eco- 
nomic order  he  insists  that  the  ideal  of  service  must  dis- 
place the  prevalent  acquisitive  aims  of  men.     Finally, 
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democracy  must  prove  itself,  by  some  noteworthy  ex- 
ample, capable  of  being  economically  just  and  politically 
free  to  combat  autocracy.  Here,  too,  Jesus  supplies  an 
adequate  idealism. 

But  just  how  all  these  ideals  of  Jesus  can  be  put  into 
our  complex  life  seems  less  clear  than  does  the  author's 
excellent  analysis  of  the  relation  of  these  ideals  to  pres- 
ent-day life.  Perhaps  a  discussion  of  methods  was  no 
part  of  the  author's  plan.  At  any  rate,  the  book  merits 
careful  study  by  those  who  believe  in  the  finality  of 
Christ  and  the  supremacy  of  his  ethical  ideals. — Ora  W. 
Garber. 

A  Voice  in  ihe  Wilderness.  Roy  L.  Smith.  Abing- 
don-Cokesbury  Press,  1940.     233  pages.     $2. 

Dr.  Smith,  outstanding  Methodist  pastor  and  editor  of 
the  Methodist  church  paper,  has  undertaken  a  task  that 
has  never  been  adequately  done.  He  set  himself  to 
write  a  biography  of  John  the  Baptist.  The  direct 
sources  of  material  for  such  a  biography  are  limited,  but 
the  indirect  sources  are  abundant,  including  all  the  cur- 
rents and  crosscurrents  of  Jewish  life  in  John's  day  and 
those  things  on  the  Roman  horizon  which  affected  the 
situation  in  Palestine. 

The  volume  which  has  come  out  of  this  undertaking 
is  the  most  readable  and  pertinent  presentation  of  the 
background  of  Jesus  that  the  present  reviewer  has  seen. 
It  represents  a  thoroughgoing  study.  The  Biblical  ma- 
terial of  course  makes  the  pattern  for  the  story.  The 
details  are  woven  out  of  the  fabric  of  Jewish  life  by 
Dr.  Smith's  fertile  imagination.  While  much  of  the 
story  is  thus  fictional,  it  still  has  a  profound  meaning. 
The  author's  imagination  was  guided  by  a  sympathetic 
understanding  of  the  spirit  of  John.  The  book  has  some- 
thing of  the  prophetic  tone  with  which  John  himself 
spoke.  The  reader  feels  that  here  must  be  something 
of  the  secret  of  the  author's  outstanding  ministry  with 
tongue  and  pen. 

Of  course  not  all  New  Testament  scholars  will  agree 
with  Dr.  Smith's  use  of  historical  and  literary  materials, 
and  perhaps  none  would  agree  with  him  at  every  point 
in  his  explanation  and  reconstruction  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist. But  the  book  is  full  of  information  and  inspira- 
tion— elements  that  seem  hard  to  bind  within  the  covers 
of  a  single  volume. 

Ministers,  Sunday-school  teachers  and  everyone  inter- 
ested seriously  in  understanding  Christ  and  the  Chris- 
tian program  of  life  should  find  profit  in  reading  A  Voice 
in  the  Wilderness.— E.  G.  Hoff. 

Life's  Intimate  Relationships.  Talmage  C.  Johnson. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,   1941.     205  pages.     $1.50. 

"Nothing  can  help  more  in  achieving  happiness  in 
marriage,  success  in  parenthood,  enjoyment  in  all  life's 
relationships  than  can  the  Christian  religion.  Christian 
homes  are  always  better  and  happier  homes."  This  is 
the  climax  of  a  book  which  in  a  very  practical  manner 
discusses  the  problems  of  building  and  maintaining  this 
ideal.  The  Christian  attitude  toward  sex  and  its  mas- 
tery, how  to  anticipate  and  maintain  a  successful  mar- 
riage, parenthood  and  motherhood,  are  discussed  with 
due  consideration  of  their  problems.  The  chapter  on  in- 
laws is  especially  good.  "The  in-law  relationship,  like 
every  other  human  relationship,  is  made  good  or  bad  by 
the  characters  of  those  involved.  A  fine  character  makes 
a  fine  in-law.  The  enforced  intimacy  of  the  in-law  re- 
lationship does  nothing  other  than  bring  out  the  real 
personality  of  the  individuals  thus  related."    Other  fac- 


tors that  make  for  successful  marriage  are  "taking  time 
to  live,"  "kindness  in  the  home,"  "overcoming  the  foes 
of  human  happiness"  such  as  the  various  fears  that 
creep  in,  and  "facing  domestic  crises."  The  crises  are 
financial  problems,  "family  incompatability,"  and  sick- 
ness. All  through  the  book  the  author  emphasizes  the 
place  and  force  of  Christianity  as  the  answer  to  all 
problems,  one  which  provides  a  normal,  wholesome 
manner  of  living.  Questions  for  further  study  along 
with  a  splendid  bibliography  are  provided  for  each 
chapter.  The  author  is  a  successful  Baptist  pastor  and 
writes  with  a  conviction  based  on  a  wide  experience  in 
Christian  work. — O.  B.  Maphis. 

The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand.  Myra  Brooks 
Welch.    The  Elgin  Press,  1941.     112  pages.    $1.00. 

The  title  poem  of  this  new  book  of  verse  is  widely 
known  and  appreciated  as  a  truly  poetic  treatment  of 
the  theme  that  the  touch  of  a  master's  hand  does  ac- 
count for  the  difference  between  the  mediocre  and  the 
really  great.  But  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  is 
not  the  only  notable  poem  in  the  book.  Among  the 
ninety  companion  pieces  are  others  which  show  the 
touch  of  a  master  in  beauty  of  expression,  warmth  of 
feeling  and  unexpected  insight.  The  principal  secret  of 
the  author's  power  is  in  the  triumph  of  a  brave  and 
understanding  spirit  in  the  midst  of  experiences 
weighted  down  with  disappointment  and  tinged  with 
pain.  What  would  have  broken  or  embittered  others 
she  has  transmuted  into  high  songs  which  refresh  the 
spirit.  In  the  selection  of  poems  headed  by  The  Touch 
of  the  Master's  Hand  Mrs.  Welch  has  covered  a  wide 
range  of  themes,  all  drawn  from  the  everyday  experi- 
ences of  life,  yet  rather  uniformly  treated  with  a  facility 
of  phrasing  and  a  grasp  of  inner  meanings  which  will 
touch  answering  chords  in  other  hearts.  Here  is  a  book 
of  wholesome  verse  which  should  reach  many  hearts  be- 
cause it  has  come  from  the  seeing  soul  of  another.  We 
commend  The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand  to  all  who 
love  "apples  of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver." — H.  A. 
Brandt. 

Can  Religious  Education  Be  Christian?  Harrison  S. 
Elliott.    The  Macmillan  Company,  1940.    $2.50.  . 

Here  is  a  stimulating  book  for  all  church  leaders  who 
have  committed  themselves  to  the  cause  of  Christian 
teaching.  It  is  written  from  the  point  of  view  of  pro- 
gressive education,  and  is,  therefore,  frankly  contro- 
versial. 

Dr.  Elliott  defends  in  this  book  the  use  of  modern  edu- 
cational principles  and  methods,  not  only  in  religious 
teaching,  but  also  in  the  development  of  religious  ex- 
perience and  faith.  Christianity  is  regarded  as  a  his- 
torical movement  that  freely  reconstructs  its  assump- 
tions, its  beliefs,  its  methods,  its  standards  and  its  goals 
in  accordance  with  changing  experiences. 

The  author  devotes  several  chapters  to  a  discussion  of 
religious  education  as  it  is  related  to  an  educational 
approach,  the  use  of  the  Bible,  sin  and  guilt,  human  na- 
ture, religious  experience,  prayer  and  worship,  a  social 
emphasis,  and  the  development  of  a  Christlike  charac- 
ter. He  concludes  that  the  educational  approach  con- 
serves the  essential  values  of  science  and  theology,  and 
that  it  can  be  made  thoroughly  Christian. 

Dr.  Elliott  has  had  thorough  training  in  both  theology 
and  education  and  is  well  qualified  to  appraise  the  pro- 
gram of  religious  education  which  is  being  carried  on 
by  Protestant  churches. — L.  Avery  Fleming. 
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Southern  Ohio  Children's  Workers'  Conference 

On  Friday  evening,  Sept.  26,  the  Children's  Workers' 
Conference  of  Southern  Ohio  was  held  in  the  Covington 
church.  Friends  of  children  from  all  over  the  district 
were  inspired  and  helped  by  the  program  and  by  ob- 
serving the  exhibits  prepared  for  the  various  children's 
departments. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Wampler,  returned  missionary  to  Chi- 
na, brought  a  most  interesting  message  on  The  Child  in 
the  Time  of  War  Crisis.  The  account  of  her  family's  ex- 
periences in  war-torn  China  made  all  who  heard  it  more 
sympathetic  with  those  who  spread  Christianity  in  hos- 
tile surroundings.  A  special  offering  for  China  relief 
was  taken  following  her  address. 

A  potluck  supper  provided  time  for  fellowship,  and 
free  time  following  the  meal  provided  an  opportunity  to 
see  a  marionette  play  by  Mrs.  Galen  Paul  and  to  visit 
the  exhibit  of  children's  materials. 

The  worship  hour  was  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Joe  Gilbert 
and  the  junior  choir  from  the  Beaver  Creek  church.  This 
service  was  an  inspiring  example  of  the  type  of  program 
that  can  be  developed  in  most  churches  if  special  plans 
are  made.  The  devotions  as  well  as  the  music  were  giv- 
en by  the  children.  Bro.  E.  Friend  Couser  gave  a  ser- 
mon to  the  children.  The  senior  choir  assisted  the  chil- 
dren in  the  final  anthem. 

For  some  time  there  has  been  a  feeling  among  chil- 
dren's workers  that  many  churches  are  facing  the  prob- 
lem of  children  in  the  general  worship  service.  For  the 
closing  part  of  the  conference  a  panel  discussion  was 
held  on  that  subject.  Miss  Ida  Koontz,  Miss  Frances 
McDonald,  Mrs.  Paul  Kinsel,  Mrs.  Friend  Couser,  Mrs. 
Jesse  Comer,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hollinger  and  Paul  Kinsel 
were  members  of  the  panel.  They  presented  discussion 
both  in  favor  of  and  opposed  to  having  children  in  the 
worship  service  with  adults. 

Those  speaking  in  favor  of  children  being  in  the  adult 
service  presented,  among  others,  the  following  ideas: 
Children  need  to  form  the  habit  of  being  in  the  service 
from  babyhood.  Parents  helping  their  children  form 
this  habit  need  miss  very  few  services  themselves.  Chil- 
dren learn  through  fellowship  with  others,  and  children 
brought  with  their  parents  can  acquire  the  proper  atti- 
tudes of  reverence.  Then,  too,  there  is  something  very 
wholesome  about  worshiping  together  as  a  family.  Wor- 
shipers need  to  learn  to  be  tolerant  of  all  ages,  even 
though  small  children  may  at  times  cause  a  disturbance. 

Those  favoring  separate  sessions  for  children  brought 
forth  the  following  reasons  for  their  attitude:  Children 
need  the  graded  worship  of  the  expanded  session,  for  the 
child  cannot  grasp  much  that  is  done  in  a  well  planned 
worship  service  on  an  adult  level.  Often  babes  in  arms 
have  schedules  bothered  if  they  are  taken  to  the  general 
session,  but  if  there  is  a  nursery  provided,  mothers  can 
get  a  great  deal  more  out  of  the  service.  In  spite  of  the 
fact  that  everyone  should  learn  to  be  tolerant  of  all 
ages,  babies  crying  often  disturb  worshipers,  if  not  the 
minister. 

This  panel  was  summarized  with  the  thought  that 
each  church  should  seriously  consider  all  phases  of  the 
problem  before  making  any  great  change,  and  decide 
upon  the  plan  best  suited  for  that  particular  church.  It 
is  a  problem  of  vital  significance.    Only  the  best  is  good 


enough  for  our  children  for  the  church  "marches  for- 
ward on  the  feet  of  little  children." 

An  important  announcement  made  at  the  conference 
revealed  that  a  pastor  well  known  for  his  ability  to 
speak  to  children,  Bro.  Roy  Honeyman,  has  been  added 
to  the  personnel  of  the  district  children's  cabinet. 

Brookville,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Kinsel. 


Report  of  Women's  Work  Conference 

The  women  of  the  Second  District  of  Virginia  met  for 
their  Annual  Conference  at  the  Briery  Branch  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  7  with  a  crowd  of  over  three  hun- 
dred present.  The  voting  body  consisted  of  sixty-eight 
delegates  from  the  thirty  churches  with  organized  work 
in  the  district.  Bro.  Minor  C.  Miller,  General  Secretary 
of  Religious  Education  in  Virginia  gave  a  report  of 
weekday  religious  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
asked  the  women  to  co-operate  in  the  support  of  this 
work.  He  stated  that  more  than  fifty  teachers  are  em- 
ployed in  this  work  in  the  state,  and  that  a  new  course 
of  study  for  all  grades  is  now  available. 

The  morning  session  was  taken  up  with  special  music, 
a.  temperance  reading,  the  conference  address  on  The 
Challenge  (John  9:4)  by  Mrs.  M.  M.  Myers,  and  the  busi- 
ness session. 

The  delegates  responded  to  the  roll  call  of  churches 
with  reports  which  furnish  valuable  information  as  fol- 
lows: Of  the  approximately  fifteen  hundred  women  in 
the  district  only  about  one  half  of  them  are  interested 
in  any  phase  of  women's  work.  The  working  women 
raised  $4,012.05  during  the  year,  $1,194.25  of  which  was 
spent  in  the  home  congregations  and  $2,817.82  given  for 
missions  at  home  and  abroad.  This  makes  an  average 
of  $2.60  per  woman.  The  challenge  is  to  enlist  all  and 
double  the  amount,  which  is  so  much  needed  all  over 
the  world.  To  reach  these  disinterested  ones,  the  dis- 
trict cabinet  offered  its  services  to  help  organize  and 
strengthen  the  various  phases  of  the  work  in  the  local 
churches.  About  one  half  of  the  churches  have  been 
visited  by  the  directors  of  different  departments  and 
much  better  co-operation  and  understanding  have  been 
established. 

The  main  local  problems  reported  were:  how  get 
more  women  interested,  and  how  raise  more  funds  to 
carry  on  the  work?  Tithing  was  suggested  as  the  most 
Biblical  way,  and  efforts  will  be  made  in  the  future  for 
a  more  thorough  study  of  the  subject. 

The  district  directors'  reports  showed  effort  on  their 
part  to  extend  the  work.  Petitions  were  circulated  deal- 
ing with  the  Shepherd  bill,  radio  programs  and  adver- 
tising, and  immoral  conditions  in  the  government  camps. 
Mrs.  Victor  Phillips,  aid  director,  reported  two  new  aids 
organized  and  thirty  camp  packets  assembled  by  local 
groups,  most  of  which  were  sent  to  Kane,  Pa. 

The  afternoon  session  was  full  of  interest  throughout. 
One  feature  was  the  Conference  report  presented  in  an 
outstanding  way  by  Mrs.  J.  Quinter  Miller.  Mrs.  Rufus 
Bowman  was  also  present  and  gave  interesting  infor- 
mation as  to  securing  literature  from  Elgin. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  district  cabinet,  plans  were 
made  for  a  fellowship  supper  to  be  held  at  the  Staunton 
church,  Nov.  5,  with  Mrs.  Levi  Garst  of  the  Southern 
District  as  guest  speaker.  One  purpose  of  this  meeting 
is  to  discuss  the  changing  of  the  district  conference  in 
August  to  early  spring,  near  the  close  of  the  financial 
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year,  thus  making  possible  more  accurate  and  less  com- 
plicated reports.  The  plan  includes  a  supper,  or  sub- 
stitute; inspiration  and  fellowship  in  autumn,  and  a  busi- 
ness and  planning  program  for  spring.  Goals  for  the 
coming  year  will  be  discussed.  Our  work  is  making 
progress  under  the  leadership  of  our  president,  Miss 
Mary  O.  Miller,  and  we  hope  to  accomplish  much  for  the 
kingdom  during  the  coming  year. 

Mattie  F.  Wise, 
Bridgewater,  Va.  District  Secretary. 


Opening  of  the  School  Year  at  Elizabethtown  College 

I.     Delayed  Opening 

Because  there  had  been  more  than  four  hundred  cases 
of  infantile  paralysis  scattered  throughout  the  state,  al- 
most a  score  of  them  in  Lancaster  County,  the  colleges 
in  this  and  near-by  counties  were  asked  by  health  au- 
thorities to  postpone  their  opening  until  about  Oct.  1. 
Public  schools  in  Elizabethtown  were  asked  not  to  open 
until  Oct.  6. 

II.    New  Movement  in  Bible  Study 

Since  this  work  had  been  definitely  announced  to  be- 
gin Sept.  19  the  college  administration  permitted  the 
opening  of  this  class  as  scheduled.     For  some  time  the 


college  had  been  planning  to  be  more  helpful  to  church 
workers  in  the  district.  There  are  many  ministers, 
Sunday-school  workers,  and  homemakers  who  desire 
better  preparation  for  Christian  service.  Large  num- 
bers of  these  are  regularly  employed;  some  are  in  busi- 
ness; others  are  busy  in  the  home.  Some  have  not  even 
had  the  opportunity  of  completing  their  high  school 
work,  yet  they  are  studious  in  habit  and  eager  for  in- 
struction. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  the  college  offers  a  course 
for  church  workers  who  are  not  earning  college  credit. 
The  class  work  opened  with  twenty  in  the  class  under 
the  instruction  of  Miss  Martha  Martin,  head  of  the  Bible 
Department.  It  was  agreed  to  have  the  class  weekly  for 
about  ten  Friday  evenings  from  7:30  to  9:30  o'clock.  By 
Sept.  26  forty-one  had  enrolled  in  the  course,  Founda- 
tions in  Bible  Study.  By  Oct.  3  there  were  fifty-one  in 
the  class.  Ten  congregations  are  represented.  There  is 
a  nominal  fee  for  the  work.  It  is  hoped  that  a  fund  for 
promotion  of  district  Bible  study  may  be  developed. 

III.    Convocation  Exercises,  Friday,  Oct.  3 

President  A.  C.  Baugher  and  his  corps  of  workers 
were  organized  and  definitely  launched  in  the  work  of 
the  school  year  by  Thursday,  Oct.  2,  when  class  instruc- 
tion began.     Bro.  M.  Clyde  Horst,  pastor  of  the  Eliza- 


Christian  Education  Is  Co-operative 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 

The  task  of  the  Christian  college  is  one  of  developing 
the  product  of  the  home  and  the  church.  This  is  what 
should  happen  almost  invariably.  In  this  development 
the  student's  faith  must  not  be  shaken  but  enriched  and 
enlarged.  He  should  develop  a  growing  sensitiveness  to 
Christian  standards  and  values.  In  acquiring  the  values 
of  his  new  experience  he  ought  to  respect  those  of  his 
past.  These  Christian  ideals  thus  enlarged  should  give 
him  a  desire  to  serve  whenever  and  wherever  possible. 
It  should  be  a  thrill  and  inspiration  to  his  whole  being 
to  know  that  his  services  shall  go  out  and  enrich, -the 
character  of  other  lives. 

The  Christian  home  and  church  should  endeavor  to 
lay  a  good  foundation  so  that  the  Christian  college  can 
build  manhood  and  womanhood  appreciative  of  human 
values.  We  want  our  young  people  to  return  to  us 
eager  to  give  their  best  in  loving  service  to  the  kingdom 
of  God,  or  to  enter  into  larger  fields  of  service  than  that 
afforded  by  their  home  churches. 


ADULT    DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Home  Missions — Why  Needed? 

Scripture:    Matt.  28:19,  20;  Acts  1:8 

Sunday,  November  16 

Note:  Splendid  help  for  this  discussion  will  be  found 
in  the  free  materials  sent  to  your  church  for  use  by  the 
men  in  their  public  program.  If  they  do  not  have  it, 
write  Men's  Work,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illi- 


I.     The  Situation 

There  are  those  who  are  asking,  "Why  do  we  need 
missions  in  a  Christian  land?" 

Many  communities  are  without  adequate  religious 
guidance  because  good  people  are  unaware  of  the  need. 


II.     Why  Home  Missions? 

1.  There  are  immense  numbers  of  non-Christians  and 
vast  unevangelized  areas  of  life  in  America  today.  More 
than  60%  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  no  re- 
lation whatsoever  to  the  church.  There  are  more  than 
twenty-five  million  young  people  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  who  are  wholly  untouched  by  the  church. 

2.  This  vast  body  of  youth  and  adults,  some  of  whom 
are  to  be  found  in  every  community,  creates  momentous 
problems  for  church  and  state.  We  have  in  the  United 
States  an  army  of  five  million  lawless  persons  which 
costs  us  sixteen  billion  dollars  a  year.  They  are  a  part 
of  the  twenty-five  million  youth  untouched  by  the 
church. 

3.  Home  missions  aim  to  help  every  church  in  Amer- 
ica to  become  more  effective  in  reaching  the  unreached 
for  Christ. 

4.  Through  home  missions  the  strong  congregations 
and  districts  help  the  weaker  ones. 

5.  Shifting  populations  and  changing  economic  con- 
ditions create  new  unchurched  centers  of  population. 
Some  strong  churches  of  yesterday  are  left  weak  today 
and  must  receive  help  from  the  mission  points  of  yes- 
terday.    Hence  the  continual  need  for  home  missions. 

6.  Home  missions  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  help 
to  provide  preachers,  pastors,  evangelists,  field  execu- 
tives, church  architectural  advice,  loans  and  grants  of 
money  for  buildings,  student  pastoral  service,  experi- 
enced counseling  in  problem  solving,  and  the  like. 

7.  There  must  be  a  strong  home  base  before  the  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  world  can  be  reached. 

III.     Discussion 

1.  What  is  your  church  doing  to  advance  the  work  of 
home  missions? 

2.  What  groups  in  your  community  are  without  ade- 
quate religious  guidance? 

3.  Does  your  local  church  have  an  extension  Sunday 
school,  preaching  point,  or  midweek  prayer  and  fellow- 
ship service  in  some  needy  area?    If  not,  why  not? 
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bethtown  church  and  also  a  member  of  the  college  fac- 
ulty, led  the  opening  devotions.  Professor  E.  G.  Meyer 
rendered  a  vocal  solo  and  Mrs.  Meyer  an  instrumental 
solo. 

Dr.  Baugher's  theme  for  his  masterful  address  was 
Education  for  Such  a  Time  as  This.  [Excerpts  from  this 
address  will  appear  shortly  in  our  columns. — Editor.] 

IV.    College  and  Board  Sponsor  a  Music  Course 

A  music  course  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Eliza- 
bethtown  College.  The  course  is  titled  Training  for 
Church  Choristers,  and  is  designed  for  choristers,  pros- 
pective choristers,  members  of  music  committees,  music 
advisers  and  others  vitally  interested.  Professor  E.  G. 
Meyer  of  Elizabeth  town  College  will  direct  the  eight- 
session  course.  The  opening  class  met  at  Elizabethtown 
College,  Oct.  14,  at  the  Lititz  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Oct.  16,  and  will  meet  at  the  Midway  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Feb.  2.  For  additional  information  write  to 
G.  C.  Kilhefner,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 

Martha  Martin, 

Elizabethtown,  Pa.  Secretary  of  Faculty. 


Manchester  College  Conference  and  Inaugural 
Program 

THE    CONFERENCE    ON    HIGHER    EDUCATION 
Friday,  November  7,  College 

Theme:     The  Place  of  the  Church  Related  College  in 

Our  Generation 
10:30 — College  Convocation. 

Address:     President  Albert  W.  Palmer,  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary. 
12:00— Luncheon. 

Chairman:      Professor   Robert   H.    Miller,    Man- 
chester College. 
The  Christian  College  Faces  Its  Social  Responsi- 
bility.— President   Paul   H.    Bowman,    Bridge- 
water  College. 
2:00 — Chairman:     President  V.  F.  Schwalm,  Manches- 
ter College. 
Education   in   Human   Relations   in   the   Church 
Related    College. — Dr.    Robert    J.    Havighurst, 
Professor  of  Education  and   Secretary   of  the 
Committee  on  Human  Development,  The  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago. 
The    Orientation    of    a    Christian    College    in    a 
Changing    World. — President   Clyde    E.    Wild- 
man,  DePauw  University. 
Forum. 
8:00 — Chairman:    Professor  Andrew  W.  Cordier,  Man- 
chester College. 

Education — The  Inner  Citadel  of  Democracy. — 
Dr.  Charles  Clayton  Morrison,  Editor,  The 
Christian  Century. 

THE    INAUGURAL   PROGRAM 
Saturday,  November  8,  10:00  a.  m..  Gymnasium 

Presiding   Norman  B.  Wine 

Processional    College   Orchestra 

Invocation   Edward  Frantz 

Hymn   Faith  of  Our  Fathers 

Investiture   President  Charles  Calvert  Ellis 

The  President's  Response 

Music   Chapel  Choir 


Address  President  John  Lawrence  Seaton 

Music    Organ 

Inaugural  Address,  President  Vernon  Franklin  Schwalm 

Benediction   President  Rufus  Bowman 

Recessional College   Orchestra 

THE   INAUGURAL   LUNCHEON,  12:30  P.  M. 

Presiding  Wilbur  S.  Barnhart 

Greetings:      Herman    Briscoe,    Aaron    J.    Brumbaugh, 

Charles  Calvert  Ellis,  Otho  Winger,  Chauncey  Sham- 

berger,  Roland  Schmedel. 

THE    PRESIDENT'S   RECEPTION 

Oakwood  Hall,  3:00-5:00  p.  m. 

North  Manchester,  Ind.  Gletha  Mae  Noffsinger. 


A 


Elder  Charlie  Benton  Rowe 

Sept.  21,  1941,  the  Dallas  Center  community  was  deep- 
ly saddened  by  the  passing  of  one  of  its  most  beloved 
citizens;  Eld.  C.  B.  Rowe  died  at  his  home  near  Dallas 

Center.      A    few 

~"~~"~  ""     ^fi,!WillHH       months     prior 

!"         ifll  1       to     his     death 

'Iff  "9       he  underwent  a 

major  operation 
from  which  he 
only  slightly  re- 
covered. He  was 
confined  to  his 
bed  only  a  few 
days.  The  im- 
mediate cause  of 
his  death  was  a 
heart  attack.  His 
age  was  76  years, 
4  months  and  7 
days. 

Bro.  Rowe  was 
in  declining 
health  through- 
out the  summer 
months.  But  his 
determination 
and  will  power 
kept  him  from  resigning  to  his  affliction.  During  this 
time  he  did  all  his  strength  would  allow,  helping  around 
the  house,  assisting  in  the  care  of  his  invalid  wife,  partly 
overseeing  the  farm  work  and  occasionally  going  to 
town  and  church.  He  taught  his  Sunday-school  class 
several  times  during  the  summer.  His  last  time  at 
church  he  assisted  in  a  funeral  on  July  27. 

Until  shortly  before  his  acute  attack  his  mind  was 
perfectly  clear,  rather  cheerful,  and  when  his  pain  was 
not  too  severe  he  enjoyed  conversing  with  friends.  He 
expressed  his  abiding  faith  in  God  and  his  readiness  to 
answer  the  call.  We  shall  remember  him  as  a  man  with 
a  beautiful  personality,  whose  ability  as  a  leader,  in  the 
places  where  he  labored,  were  seldom  excelled  in  his 
generation.  He  served  his  own  day  in  a  remarkable 
way. 

He  steadily  advanced  in  usefulness  and  influence  un- 
til he  neared  "threescore  years  and  ten."  He  had  a  see- 
ing eye  and  a  warm  and  compassionate  heart.  He  en- 
gaged himself  in  helping  others.  He  sincerely  lived, 
taught  and  preached  the  Good  News.  His  life  was  one 
of  inestimable  worth. 
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The  funeral  was  held  at  Dallas  Center,  and  the  in- 
terment was  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  cemetery- 
one  mile  east  of  town.  In  years  past  he  had  asked  a 
friend,  Eld.  A.  M.  Stine,  now  living  at  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  to  preach  his  funeral  sermon.  Eld.  Stine  used 
James  4:14  for  his  text. 

Charlie  Benton  Rowe  was  a  product  of  a  good,  typical 
Dunker  farm  home  in  Dallas  County,  Iowa.  His  father's 
name  was  Joseph,  and  he  was  of  Dutch  ancestry.  His 
mother,  Nancy  Myers,  was  also  of  Dutch  descent.  They 
were  industrious,  earnest,  hard-working  people.  Charlie 
was  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine  children — 
six  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  early  learned  to  do 
chores  about  the  house  and  to  work  on  the  farm.  He 
was  taught  that  any  task  worth  doing  should  be  done 
well.  This  early  training  gave  him  a  respect  for  truth, 
reverence  and  honor  for  things  sacred.  These  early  in- 
fluences laid  the  foundation  of  his  life  and  character.  He 
was  baptized  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years. 

Charlie  B.  Rowe  and  Ida  C.  Robertson  were  united  in 
marriage  in  December  1885.  They  settled  on  a  farm  and 
continued  to  farm  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
During  these  years  six  children  were  born — four  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  surviving:  George  Rowe  of  Lin- 
coln, Nebr.;  Mrs.  Walter  M.  Royer,  Glen  Rowe  and  John 
Rowe,  all  of  Dallas  Center;  Joe  Rowe  of  Chicago,  111., 
and  Mrs.  Millard  Eshelman  of  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Bro.  Rowe  shared  his  ministerial  labors  with  several 
different  congregations.  He  was  elected  to  the  ministry 
in  October  1893,  and  one  year  later  was  ordained  an 
elder.  He  was  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  local  church, 
having  served  his  home  church  in  executive  and  min- 
isterial capacities  for  thirty-five  consecutive  years.  This 
is  an  exceptional  record. 

He  gave  his  best  thought,  talent  and  devotion  to  the 
cause  to  which  he  had  dedicated  his  life.  He  was  active 
in  the  work  of  the  district,  serving  as  moderator  of  the 
district  conference  several  times.  He  was  trustee  of 
the  Old  Folks'  Home  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  of 
Mount  Morris  College,  Illinois,  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  active  in  evangelistic  work,  having  held  meet- 
ings in  thirteen  different  states. 

Thus  the  curtain  falls  on  a  life  that  was  busily  en- 
gaged in  doing  his  Master's  will.  He  was  devoted  to  his 
family.  His  friends  he  held  in  high  esteem.  He  loved 
God  and  was  humble.  His  was  a  noble  soul  which  spent 
itself  in  doing  good  and  in  the  building  up  of  the  king- 
dom of  God. 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa.  D.  D.  Fleishman. 


Elder  Aaron  H.  Hoffer 


Elder  Aaron  H.  Hoffer  departed  this  life  June  23  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He  was  born  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  lived  there  most  of 
his  life.  He  followed  the  trade  of  carpentry  and  also 
farmed  in  his  active  life.  Bro.  Hoffer  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  daughters.  He  is  also  survived  by  twen- 
ty-two grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren. 

Bro.  Hoffer  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  the  year  1901  and  to  the  min- 
istry in  1910.  Sixteen  years  later  he  was  advanced  to 
the  eldership  and  served  in  this  capacity  for  fifteen 
years.  He  was  loved  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
him,  being  of  the  quiet,  unassuming  type  but  always 
ready  to  help.     The  writer  wishes  to  express  his  deep 


appreciation  for  all  the  kindness  Bro.  Hoffer  showed 
him  as  they  worked  together  at  the  Stevens  Hill  church. 
For  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he  was  not  able  to 
occupy  the  pulpit  because  of  failing  health,  but  he  was 
always  there  to  do  whatever  he  was  able.  During  his 
last  years  he  suffered  much  weakness  and  inconvenience 
but  he  was  never  heard  to  complain.  He  never  spoke 
the  unkind  word  about  his  fellow  men  but  always  saw 
some  good  in  them.  His  patience  was  above  the  av- 
erage. In  the  revival  conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Bro. 
J.  A.  Buffenmeyer,  Alliance,  Ohio,  he  attended  the  serv- 
ices under  great  difficulty.  Recognition  should  be  made 
of  his  faithful  wife,  who  was  truly  a  helpmeet  both  in 
the  home  and  in  the  work  of  the  church. 

He  served  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  as 
steward  of  the  Old  Folks'  Home  in  Neffsville,  Pa.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  for  about  twelve  years  and  many 
remember  the  efficient  way  he  managed  the  affairs  of 
the  institution.  The  home  prospered  both  financially 
and  spiritually,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  respected  by 
the  guests  and  their  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
Church  of  the  Brethren  with  the  pastor  of  Stevens  Hill 
preaching  the  sermon,  assisted  by  Elder  John  R.  Hersh- 
man.  Interment  was  made  in  the  family  burial  plot  at 
Hoffer's  church,  which  church  bears  the  family  name. 

Ralph  R.  Frey,  Pastor 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  of  Stevens  Hill  Church. 


In  Memory  of  Elder  John  E.  Crist 

Another  one  in  a  family  of  great  preachers  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  has  finished  his  earthly  labors. 
Elder  J.  E.  Crist  passed  away  the  morning  of  Sept.  17. 

John  Eli  Crist,  son  of 
John  and  Salome  Crist,  was 
born  near  Springfield,  Ohio, 
Feb.  18,  1860.  He  departed 
this  life  at  the  Garden  City- 
hospital,  Garden  City, 
Kans.,  Sept.  17,  1941.  He 
was  81  years,  6  months  and 
29  days  old.  The  cause  of 
his  death  was  double  pneu- 
monia. 

In  1863,  the  family  moved 
to  Illinois  and  settled  at 
Virden.  Here  his  early 
youth  was  spent.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  united 
with  the  church  and  has  given  the  rest  of  his  life  in  its 
service,  fifty-seven  years  of  which  were  in  the  ministry. 
The  family  later  moved  to  Olathe,  Kans. 

On  Feb.  5,  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maggie 
Garst.  She  preceded  him  in  death  April  12,  1895.  To 
this  union  were  born  seven  children:  Charles  C.  of 
Edgerton,  Kans.;  Lizzie  Fenton,  deceased;  Minnie  Clark 
of  Kansas  City,  Kans.;  Dora  Courter  of  Edgerton,  Kans.; 
John  U.  of  Holcomb,  Kans.;  Harry  E.  and  Earl  H.  of 
Scott  City,  Kans. 

Bro.  Crist  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maggie  Hartman 
in  1896.  She  preceded  him  in  death  in  1897,  leaving  one 
son,  Kyle  H.,  of  Westphalia,  Kans. 

On  Nov.  3,  1897,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mattie 
Shores.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children:  Frank 
Lee   of  Palo   Alto,    Calif.;   Virginia  Duck   of  Parsons, 
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Term.;  Herman  M.  of  Austin,  Colo.;  Reuben  L.  of  Hol- 
comb,  Kans.;  Harold  H.  of  Enterprise,  Kans.;  Ted  E.  of 
Friend,  Kans.;  Ada  Anderson  of  Garden  City,  Kans.;  Iva 
Keyse  and  Inez  Beach  of  Scott  City,  Kans. 

Soon  after  father  moved  to  Olathe,  Kans.,  he  started 
his  ministry  at  the  Olathe  church.  He  gave  fifty-seven 
years  of  his  life  to  the  active  ministry,  thus  keeping 
alive  on  his  part  that  chain  of  ministerial  succession 
transmitted  to  him  by  his  father,  two  grandfathers,  and 
one  great-grandfather.  The  churches  which  he  served 
were:  Olathe,  Gardner,  Gove,  Paola,  Grenola,  Orlando, 
Florida,  and  the  Prairie  View  church  of  Friend,  Kans. 
He  also  preached  at  many  schoolhouses  over  western 
Kansas,  thus  holding  three  services  each  Sunday.  Serv- 
ing only  seven  churches  in  fifty-seven  years  indicates 
that  his  work  was  very  satisfactory.  His  long  pastorate 
was  at  the  Prairie  View  church  near  Friend,  Kans., 
where  he  served  for  thirty-two  years  and  was  active 
pastor  and  elder  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Few  in  the 
community  can  remember  any  other  pastor  of  the 
church. 

Father  served  on  many  Standing  Committees  and 
moderated  a  great  number  of  district  meetings.  Besides 
the  pastorates  he  held  revival  meetings  in  practically  all 
of  the  states.  A  short  time  before  his  death  father  told 
me  that  he  had  preached  close  to  500  funerals,  held  over 
100  series  of  meetings,  had  married  several  hundred 
couples  and  had  taken  into  the  church  over  1,000  per- 
sons. Only  God  in  heaven  knows  the  other  fruits  of  his 
labors  of  love. 

Father's  voice  remained  strong  and  he  preached  regu- 
larly, his  last  sermon  being  only  nine  days  before  he 
passed  away;  those  who  heard  him  said  that  it  was  a 
forceful  one  on  repentance. 

Those  who  remain  to  mourn  their  loss  are:  his  wife; 
his  sixteen  living  children;  one  brother,  a  well-known 
preacher  of  the  church,  Dan  A.  of  Quinter,  Kans.;  thirty- 
four  grandchildren;  twenty-one  great-grandchildren; 
many  other  relatives  and  a  great  multitude  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  home  and  at 
the  Prairie  View  church  by  his  nephew,  Bro.  Floyd  D. 
Crist  of  Quinter,  assisted  by  Brethren  Geo.  W.  Burgin 
and  Ed  Weaver  of  Garden  City,  Kans.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Prairie  View  church  where 
he  had  preached  his  last  thirty-two  years. 

Father  has  only  said  good  night;  we  will  see  him  in  the 
morning. 

Enterprise,  Kans.  Harold  H.  Crist. 


Zimmerman-Dumond. — Rev.  William  Zimmerman  of  South 
Whitley,  Ind.,  and  Gladys  Opal  Dumond,  Mar.  23,  1941,  in  the 
Canton  Church   of  the  Brethren. — Charles  Dumond,   Canton,   M. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Diediker-Milks.— James  Clifford  Diediker  and  Lois  Ellen  Milks, 
both  of  Parsons,  Kans.,  in  the  parsonage,  Oct.  10,  1941,  by  the 
undersigned.— Lawrence   E.   Lehman,   Parsons,   Kans. 

Griffin-Zimmerman.— Earl  Griffin  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  and  Fern 
Zimmerman  of  Berwyn,  111.,  Sept.  28,  1941,  in  the  First  Church  of 
the  Brethren,   Chicago. — Charles   Dumond,   Canton,   111. 

Murphy-Daily. — By  the  undersigned,  Lee  Murphy  and  Iris 
Daily,  both  of  North  Canton,  Ohio,  at  their  future  home  near 
McDonaldsville,  Ohio,  Oct.  3,  1941.— A.  H.  Miller,  New  Phila- 
delphia,   Ohio. 

Senger-Slead. — By  the  undersigned,  July  19,  1941,  in  the  Eng- 
lish River  church,  Marvin  E.  Senger  and  Mary  Ellen  Slead,  both 
of  this  community. — Homer  Caskey,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Weaver-Dildine. — Percy  Edwin  Weaver  of  Cabool,  Mo.,  and 
Pearl  Luella  Dildine  of  Marion,  Ohio,  Sept.  9,  1941,  in  the  Frank- 
lin Grove  Church  of  the  Brethren,  111.,  by  the  undersigned  — 
S.  L.  Cover,  Franklin  Grove,  111. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Bannister,  Mildred  Washenburger,  was  born  Nov.  27,  1866,  in 
Johnson  County,  Kans.,  and  passed  to  her  eternal  home  on  Sept. 
27,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Pahmer 
Washenburger  and  was  married  to  Albert  Alonzo  Bannister  in 
1900  in  Los  Angeles.  Her  husband  preceded  her  in  death  Nov. 
10,  1914.  Both  were  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
the  East  Side  Los  Angeles  church  about  thirty-four  years  ago. 
Later  her  letter  of  membership  was  transferred  to  Hermosa 
Beach  when  she  moved  there.  She  was  regular  in  attendance 
and  made  her  contribution  to  the  church  as  long  as  health  per- 
mitted. There  were  eight  children  born  to  this  couple,  three 
sons  dying  in  infancy.  Four  daughters  and  one  son  remain. 
Pastor  G.  K.  Walker  conducted  the  funeral  services  in  the  Glade 
L.  White  funeral  chapel,  and  burial  was  made  in  the  Pacific 
Crest  cemetery  near  Hermosa  Beach. — Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,  Her- 
mosa Beach,  Calif. 

Beck,  Inez,  was  born  Mar.  1,  1874,  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  died 
Oct.  9,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Barbara  Em- 
mert.  In  1899  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Beck.  One 
daughter  was  born  to  this  union.  She  leaves  her  husband  and 
daughter,  six  grandchildren,  two  sisters  and  one  brother.  She 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  forty- 
seven  years,  and  was  faithful  to  the  end.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  Oct.  12  in  the  funeral  home  in  Mountain  View,  Mo.,  by 
the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Mountain  View  cemetery. 
—P.   L.  Fike,  West  Plains,  Mo. 

Caricofe,  Mary,  daughter  of  the  late  Joshua  and  Annie  Myers 
Ritchie,  was  born  July  14,  1862,  at  Singers  Glen,  Va.,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  25,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter  in 
Dayton,  Va.  On  Dec.  26,  1889,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Bro.  Newton  M.  Caricofe,  who  preceded  her  in  death  in  1933. 
Her  death  followed  a  long  period  of  failing  health.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Surviving  are 
five  sons,  three  daughters,  sixteen  grandchildren  and  two  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Dayton 
church  by  Bro.  S.  I.  Bowman,  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  S.  Thomas. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Dayton  cemetery. — Olive  M.  Flory, 
Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Chappie,  Florence  Marshall,  daughter  of  Solomon  R.  and  Sarah 
Arrowsmith  Marshall,  was  born  at  Roanoke,  111.,  April  3,  1866, 
and  passed  away  at  her  home  near  Newton,  Kans.,  Sept.  24,  1941. 
On  May  20,  1885,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Francis  John 
Chappie.  Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union.  One  daughter 
preceded  her  in  1887.  One  brother  also  preceded  her.  Surviv- 
ing are  her  husband,  eight  children,  twenty-eight  grandchildren, 
seven  great-grandchildren,  two  sisters,  a  stepmother,  two  half 
brothers  and  one  half  sister.  Soon  after  their  marriage  she  and 
her  husband  came  to  Kansas,  where  they  have  since  made  their 
home  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  lived  on  the 
same  farm  where  she  passed  away.  She  became  a  Christian 
early  in  life,  joining  the  Baptist  Church.  After  coming  to  Kan- 
sas she  and  her  husband  joined  the  Church  of  the  Brethren;  to 
which  she  remained  faithful.  She  ever  admonished  her  children 
to  live  upright  Christian  lives.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Zion  Evangelical  Church  near  her  home,  conducted  by  her  pas- 
tor, assisted  by  Rev.  G.  C.  Gilbert  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Halstead  cemetery. — C.  E.  Schrock, 
Newton,  Kans. 

Constable,  Julia  Wissinger,  aged  seventy-four  years,  died  very 
unexpectedly  on  Sept.  11,  1941.  While  she  was  not  in  the  best 
of  health,  she  was  able  to  be  about  her  household  tasks  until  a 
few  hours  before  her  death.  She  and  her  companion  had  cele- 
brated their  fifty-third  wedding  anniversary  on  Aug.  30.  Mrs, 
Constable  was  an  active  member  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church  and 
the  women's  Bible  class.  She  held  an  almost  perfect  record  for 
attendance  at  both  church  and  Sunday  school  for  many  years. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Elmer  Constable,  four  sons, 
three  daughters,  twenty  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchil- 
dren. Services  were  conducted  in  the  home  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robin- 
son. Interment  was  made  in  the  Richland  cemetery  .—Mrs.  Waldo 
Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Evans,  Addie  Bosley,  passed  to  her  eternal  home  on  Sept.  17, 
1941.  She  was  born  May  3,  1858.  On  Mar.  12,  1878,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Bartholomew  (Sol)  Evans.  To  this  union  three  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons  were  born,  all  of  whom  survive  her.  She  has 
one  half  sister  living,  fifteen  grandchildren  and  six  great-grand- 
children. Early  in  her  married  life  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  was  a  faithful  member  until  the  end  of  her 
life.  Many  are  the  miles  she  has  walked  to  be  present  at  church 
services.  She  made  her  home  a  welcome  place  for  all  who  came 
there,  and  many  tributes  have  been  paid  to  her  fine  hospitality. 
For  almost  three  years  prior  to  her  death  she  was  an  invalid,  the 
result  of  a  fall.  During  this  time  she  was  confined  to  her  bed 
and  was  lovingly  cared  for  by  her  son  and  his  good  wife,  with 
whom  she  made  her  home.  During  the  years  she  was  confined 
to  her  bed  she  never  uttered  a  word  of  complaint.  She  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Mayesville  cemetery,  W.  Va.  Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  of 
Burlington,  W.  Va.,  preached  the  sermon,  assisted  in  the  services 
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by  her  pastor,   the  undersigned. — Norman   A.   Seese,   Petersburg, 
W.  Va. 

Fousl,  Jesse,  aged  seventy-four  years,  died  suddenly  on  Sept. 
21,  1941.  He  was  married  twice,  his  first  wife  preceding  him 
several  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  his  second  wife,  four 
brothers  and  one  sister.  Mr.  Foust  painted  the  first  sacred  mural 
in  the  Walnut  Grove  church  twenty-five  years  ago.  He  held  his 
membership  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church.  Services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Meek  funeral  home  in  Windber  by  his  pastor,  Bro. 
J.  A.  Robinson,  and  Rev.  S.  S.  Arthbert,  pastor  of  the  Emanuel 
Baptist  chjrch.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Rummel  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Waldo  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Fry,  William  F.,  son  of  James  A.  and  Anna  Wine  Fry,  was  born 
at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Mar.  20,  1880,  and  departed  this  life  Aug.  18, 
1941.  His  wife,  who  was  Miss  Dora  May  Balentine  before  mar- 
riage, preceded  him  about  three  and  one-half  years  ago.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  a  young  man  and 
remained  faithful  to  the  end.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  at 
church  services  when  health  would  permit.  He  is  survived  by 
three  daughters,  one  son,  two  grandchildren  and  two  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  College  Street  Church  of  the 
Brethren  with  Brethren  John  S.  Flory  and  C.  B.  Smith  officiat- 
ing. Interment  was  made  in  the  Oak  Lawn  cemetery. — Ida  Fry, 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

Gossaxd.  Delilah  J.  Baumgardner,  aged  seventy  years,  died 
Sept.  30,  1941,  in  the  Memorial  hospital  following  an  operation. 
She  held  her  membership  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church  and  had 
resided  at  the  Old  Folks'  Home  in  Scalp  Level  for  several  years. 
She  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  four  grandchildren.  Her  hus- 
band preceded  her  a  number  of  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were 
held  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson,  with  interment  in  the  Gossard 
cemetery. — Mrs.  Waldo  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Hubard,  Cora  Wissinger,  aged  thirty-seven  years,  died  in  the 
Mercy  hospital  June  7,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  Beam  Wissinger.  She  leaves  her  parents,  her 
husband,  three  sons  and  three  daughters;  one  daughter  pre- 
ceded her.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  by  Bro.  Don- 
ald Snider,  assistant  pastor  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Richland  cemetery. — Mrs.  Waldo  Strayer, 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

Lowery,  Lillie,  died  Oct.  9,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gillmore  and  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ky.,  on 
Sept.  20,  1863.  In  1880  she  married  George  Lowery,  who  pre- 
ceded her  in  death.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children,  four 
having  passed  on  to  be  with  the  father.  She  is  survived  by 
the  remaining  five  children,  eleven  grandchildren  and  five  great- 
grandchildren. Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Washita 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Washita  County,  Okla.,  of  which  she 
was  a  member,  by  her  pastor.  Interment  was  made  in  the  ad- 
joining  cemetery. — Harley   Stump,   Cordell,    Okla. 

Miller,  Aaron,  was  born  Oct.  31,  1852,  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Mishler  Miller.  On  Mar.  28,  1875,  he  married  Martha  Huffman, 
who  died  Aug.  11,  1941.  One  son,  one  daughter,  five  grandchil- 
dren, eight  great-grandchildren  and  one  sister  survive.  He  was 
a  lifelong  resident  of  Kosciusko  County  and  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He 
died  Sept.  19,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Eel 
River  church  by  the  undersigned  and  Bro.  Lee  R.  Smith.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Ulrey  Memorial  cemetery. — George  W. 
Deaton,  Claypool,  Ind. 

Reahm,  William  C,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  died  in  the  Memorial 
hospital  Mar.  26,  1941,  following  an  abdominal  operation.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church  and  the  men's 
Bible  class  for  many  years.  He  served  as  head  usher  of  the 
church  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  and  was  always  at  his 
post.  He  was  very  congenial  and  had  a  hearty  handshake  for 
everybody.  He  is  very  much  missed  by  the  congregation,  his 
family  and  his  relatives.  His  wife,  the  former  Lulu  Mae  Brallier, 
died  in  1920.  One  daughter  and  one  granddaughter  survive  him. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  H.  M.  Picking  funeral 
home  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Grandview   cemetery. — Mrs.   Waldo   Strayer,   Johnstown,   Pa. 

Roop.  Ida  Catherine,  died  Oct.  6,  1941.  Her  husband,  John 
Thomas  Roop,  preceded  her  in  death  in  1919.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  passed  on  in  1928. 
Sister  Roop  had  a  beautiful  character.  She  leaves  nine  children 
of  whom  any  mother  would  be  proud,  sixteen  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren.  Many  will  miss  this  mother,  who  was 
devoted  to  her  family  and  to  her  Savior. — I.  S.  Long,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Shaffer,  Samuel,  aged  sixty-six  years,  died  in  the  DuBois  hos- 
pital Aug.  20.  1941.  He  was  visiting  his  daughter  at  the  time  of 
his  fatal  illness.  He  resided  in  Johnstown  all  his  life  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Walnut  Grove  church  for  many  years.  His  wife, 
Rose  Sell  Shaffer,  preceded  him  about  ten  years  ago.  He  is 
survived  by  three  sons,  three  daughters,  nineteen  grandchildren, 
a  twin  sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  J.  A.  Robinson,  with  burial  in  the  Grandview  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Waldo  Strayer,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Spitzer,  Ethel  Sue,  wife  of  Elmer  Spitzer,  died  at  her  home 
in  Mayland,  Va.,  Oct.  7,  1941,  following  a  long  illness.  She  was 
aged  fifty-two  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Unity  congrega- 
tion. Surviving  are  her  husband,  one  daughter,  two  sons,  three 
sisters,  five  brothers  and  a  number  of  grandchildren.     The  fu- 


neral was  held  in  the  Bethel  church  in  Mayland  with  the  writer 
in  charge,  assisted  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Nair.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  church.— Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timber- 
ville,  Va. 

Wells,  Francis  Eugene,  was  born  April  19,  1908,  at  Lawrence, 
Kans.,  and  was  called  home  Sept.  27,  1941,  at  Modesto,  Calif., 
where  the  funeral  services  were  held  by  the  undersigned.  Bro. 
Wells  moved  to  California  in  1924,  where  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Vera  Fern  Rinehart  in  1928,  who,  with  their  two  small 
sons,  is  left  to  the  love  and  comfort  of  the  Master.  Surviving 
him  also  are  his  father,  mother  and  three  brothers.  He  was 
received  by  baptism  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1931  and 
had  lived  faithful  to  her  ideals  since  that  time.  Be  it  said  in 
loving  remembrance  of  his  life  that  he  lived  in  great  faithful- 
ness to  those  who  loved  and  cherished  him,  to  the  church,  in 
which  he  found  a  deep  fellowship  with  his  fellow  men,  and  to 
the  heavenly  Father,  to  whose  will  he  so  cheerfully  and  humbly 
submitted  himself  at  all  times. — C.  H.  Cameron,  Waterford,  Calif. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Chico. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  12  with  our  elder,  Bro.  W. 
R.  Brubaker,  in  charge.  Officers  for  the  church  and  Sunday 
school  were  elected.  Installation  services  will  be  held  on  Oct.  21 
for  all  of  the  officers  and  teachers,  along  with  the  incoming  pas- 
tors, Bro.  E.  E.  Barnhart,  and  wife.  A  surprise  shower  was  given 
for  the  pastor  and  his  family  at  their  home  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, at  which  time  much  canned  fruit  and  other  articles  of 
food  were  given  to  them.  The  ladies'  aid  chose  Sister  Artie  Brunk 
for  president.  This  group  is  constantly  busy,  meeting  each  week 
to  sew,  quilt,  and  work  for  worthy  causes.  Sister  Dorothy  Yeater 
was  chosen  to  direct  the  mother  and  daughter  group.  The  Sun- 
day-school board,  with  Goldie  Whipple  at  the  head,  met  for  their 
first  session  and  started  their  work  for  the  year.  Promotion  day 
was  observed  on  Oct.  5,  and  the  Christian  Workers'  and  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  groups  started  their  activities  in  the  evening.  The  first 
prayer  meeting  of  the  new  year  was  held  at  the  church;  it  was 
decided  to  have  these  meetings  in  the  homes.  An  offering  is 
taken  once  a  month  for  Brethren  Service  work.  Brethren  Ennis 
Rife  and  E.  E.  Barnhart  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing. A  church  wedding  took  place  on  Oct.  9  uniting  Pauline 
Cripe  and  Harold  Wright.  We  are  glad  for  our  increase  in  at- 
tendance this  fall. — Florence  Barnhart,  Chico,  Calif.,  Oct.  14. 

Pasadena. — Now  that  the  summer  is  over  and  vacations  are 
ended  our  people  are  ready  to  take  hold  of  the  church  program 
for  another  year.  One  feature  which  we  hope  will  give  it  a 
good  start  is  the  community  religious  census  to  be  taken  the 
second  week  in  October,  in  which  a  number  of  our  own  members 
will  participate.  On  the  evening  of  Aug.  17  Bro.  Herman  Landis, 
returned  missionary  to  Africa,  gave  us  a  very  interesting  and  in- 
spiring account  of  his  work  on  the  field.  At  the  women's  mis- 
sionary meeting  on  Sept.  11  new  officers  for  the  year  were 
elected.  Sunday,  Sept.  28,  was  promotion  and  rally  day  for  the 
church  school.  The  new  officers  and  teachers  were  also  installed 
at  this  time.  Very  interesting  reports  were  given  by  the  de- 
partment heads  in  the  general  assembly.  Rewards  were  also 
given  for  perfect  attendance.  On  this  same  day  a  number  of  the 
membership  enjoyed  a  noon  potluck  luncheon  with  the  pastor 
in  the  patio  of  his  back  yard.  The  purpose  of  this  luncheon  was 
to  consider  ways  and  means  for  promoting  the  church  program 
and  interesting  more  people  in  the  advancement  of  God's  king- 
dom in  the  community.  During  the  last  quarter  six  members 
were  added  to  the  church,  one  by  baptism  and  five  by  letter.  At 
the  opening  of  school  a  number  of  our  young  people  left  for 
their  work,  some  to  teach  and  some  to  continue  their  studies  in 
college.  Several  of  our  members  have  visited  the  boys  in  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  camp  near  San  Dimas,  and  some  of  the 
women  of  the  ladies'  aid  society  have  contributed  hours  of 
mending  for  the  lads.  Besides  money  given  by  the  church, 
many  articles  of  clothing  have  been  collected  by  the  activity 
committee  of  the  women's  missionary  society  for  relief  work  in 
China.  The  date  set  for  our  fall  love  feast  is  Oct.  12. — Maud 
Newcomer,  Pasadena,  Calif.,   Oct.   7. 

Illinois 

Decatur. — The  sectional  missionary  meeting  was  held  in  our 
church  on  July  6.  Bro.  Ernest  Wampler  was  the  speaker  at 
the  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  meetings.  We  had  our 
annual  Sunday-school  picnic  on  July  10.  Dr.  E.  M.  Arnold  and 
Bro.  Henry  Dubes,  both  officials  in  the  church,  passed  away  with- 
in one  week  during  July.  On  Aug.  3  Drs.  Raymond  and  Laura 
Cottrell  were  with  us  for  our  evening  service.  Nineteen  of 
our  boys  and  girls  attended  intermediate  camp  and  seven  at- 
tended young  people's  camp.  Our  business  meeting  was  held 
on  Sept.  3  with  our  annual  election  of  officers.  A  retreat  for 
teachers  and  officers  was  held  at  Camp  Kiwanis  Sept.  19,  20. 
Our  home-coming  was  on  Sept.  21;  a  special  effort  was  made  to 
invite  those  members  who  do  not  attend  regularly.  We  have 
completed  the  first  year  of  our  unified  church  finance  system 
with  a  substantial  balance  in  the  treasury.  Another  member  was 
added  to  our  group  through  baptism  on  Oct.  1.  In  the  morn- 
ing service  of  Oct.  5  officers  and  teachers  were  installed  for  the 
new  year  and  we  observed  world  communion  day  by  having  our 
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communion  service  in  the  evening.  Our  evangelistic  meetings 
will  begin  Oct.  19  with  Bro.  McKinley  Coffman  as  evangelist. — 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Metzger,  Decatur,  111.,   Oct.   14. 

Lena. — We  enjoyed  hearing  Rev.  Bruce  Eshelman,  pastor  of 
the  Methodist  church  at  Hastings,  Iowa,  speak  to  us  on  Sunday 
morning,  Aug.  10.  On  Aug.  17  one  of  our  young  men,  Dean  Far- 
ringer,  was  licensed  by  the  church  to  preach.  Bro.  E.  R.  Hen- 
ricks  of  Mt.  Morris  brought  us  fine  morning  and  evening  mes- 
sages on  Aug.  24.  A  number  of  our  group  attended  the  inter- 
mediate camp  at  Naperville  in  August.  Our  church  was  well 
represented  at  the  district  meeting  at  Polo.  On  Sept.  6  our 
Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  the  Lena  camp  grounds.  On 
Sept.  7  Blanche  Masters  and  Gladys  Yeager,  our  delegates  to 
district  meeting,  brought  us  some  worth-while  gleanings  of  the 
good  things  heard  at  the  meeting.  On  Sept.  18  we  held  our  fall 
council  and  annual  election  of  church  and  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers. Bro.  Burton  was  retained  as  elder  and  Sister  Burton  as 
director  of  church  music.  Blanche  Folgate  is  our  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Sept.  21  marked  the  beginning  of  our 
revival  meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  John  Fidler  of  Brookville, 
Ohio.  Bro.  Fidler  gave  us  eighteen  soul-stirring  Bible  sermons. 
The  attendance  was  good,  considering  the  weather  and  the  torn- 
up  condition  of  the  streets  near  the  church.  We  feel  the  Lord 
was  with  us  and  richly  blessed  us,  for  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
Oct.  6,  ten  were  baptized,  one  of  whom  received  the  anointing 
service  afterward.  Brother  and  Sister  Burton  are  now  engaged 
in  evangelistic  work  at  the  Hickory  Grove  church  and  our 
prayers  follow  them.  In  our  pastor's  absence,  Bro.  William  Ken- 
dall of  Milledgeville  brought  two  fine  sermons  on  Sunday,  Oct. 
12.  Our  sisters  are  busy  quilting,  meeting  every  Wednesday  at 
the  church.  Recently  they  packed  123  articles  of  clothing  to  be 
used  for  European  relief. — Blanche  L.  Folgate,  Lena,  111.,  Oct.  14. 

Indiana 

Auburn. — We  met  in  our  regular  fall  council  on  Sept.  9  with 
Bro.  Galen  Bowman  presiding.  We  elected  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Bowman  was  re- 
elected church  elder.  Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Oct.  25  at  7:30 
p.  m.  Bro.  Kenneth  Long,  pastor  of  the  Cedar  Lake  and  Pleas- 
ant Chapel  churches,  will  be  the  speaker  for  that  week  end.  For 
the  following  week  end  Bro.  Theodore  Miller  of  Nappanee  will 
be   our  speaker. — Violet  Funk,  Auburn,   Ind.,   Oct.   13. 

Bethany. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  4.  Our  elder, 
Bro.  A.  E.  Clem,  officiated.  Bro.  William  Brubaker  was  chosen 
elder  and  Bro.  Lester  Hummel  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Bro.  Harold  Whitehead  was  elected  chairman  of  the  Christian 
Workers'  group.  Our  series  of  meetings  to  be  held  by  Bro.  R.  H. 
Miller  of  North  Manchester  will  begin  Nov.  9  and  close  Nov.  23. 
Bro.  Homer  Weldy  will  conduct  the  singing. — Bertha  B.  Wey- 
bright,    Syracuse,    Ind.,    Oct.    13. 

Buck  Creek. — On  July  6  visiting  ministers  here  were  Brethren 
H.  W.  Peters  of  Lansing,  Walter  G.  Fisher  of  Marshall  and  Perry 
Hoover  of  Beaverton,  Mich.  Bro.  Peters  brought  the  morning 
message.  Bro.  Hoover  was  once  a  resident  minister  here;  he 
had  charge  of  the  devotional  service.  Sister  Hoover  led  the 
song  service  while  their  daughter  played  the  piano.  On  Aug.  3 
a  special  service  honoring  those  of  seventy  years  or  older  was 
held.  Bro.  David  Rhodes  was  the  oldest,  being  one  month  un- 
der ninety-five  years,  and  he  was  given  a  monetary  gift.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  church  nearly  seven  years.  Although  he 
is  blind  he  enjoys  being  at  Sunday-school  and  church  services 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  both.  Our  pastor  spoke  briefly  to  the 
aged  group,  which  numbered  fourteen,  after  which  Bro.  E.  M. 
Studebaker,  former  president  of  La  Verne  College,  preached 
one  of  his  fine  sermons.  He  also  preached  in  the  evening.  On 
Aug.  24,  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  C.  Teeter  brought 
the  morning  message  and  Bro.  A.  D.  Bowman  the  evening  mes- 
sage. On  Aug.  31  Sister  Pearl  Jackson  Eckman  from  Andrews, 
Ind.,  spoke  at  our  evening  service,  and  on  Sept.  14  Bro.  E.  L. 
McCullough  of  Middletown  preached.  Our  harvest  meeting  was 
held  on  Sept.  21  with  a  fine  display  of  fruits,  grain,  vegetables 
and  flowers  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  Bro.  Carl  Hilbert  of  Hagers- 
town  preached  the  harvest  sermon.  A  basket  dinner  and  social 
time  was  enjoyed  by  all,  after  which  Mrs.  Wilson  from  Muncie 
spoke  on  Christian  Citizenship.  Bro.  Summers  from  Chicago 
brought  the  evening  message.  He  and  his  wife  were  once  mem- 
bers of  the  church  here.  They  were  missionaries  to  India  for 
several  years.  Our  regular  business  council  met  on  Sept.  13  with 
Eld.  D.  W.  Bowman  presiding.  Sister  Neva  Cross  was  re-elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  decided  to  raise  the  salary 
of  our  pastor,  who  is  serving  us  so  faithfully.  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold 
and  wife  were  with  us  on  Oct.  3  and  gave  us  a  worship  in  art 
service.  This  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  pastor  and  Eld.  O.  D. 
Werking  of  Hagerstown  exchanged  pulpits  on  Sept.  7. — Ella  Ox- 
ley,  Blountville,  Ind.,   Oct.   8. 

Flora. — Our  quarterly  council  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Sept.  9.  An  election  of  officers  was  held  for  both  the  church 
and  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Ernest  Sink  was  chosen  superintendent. 
All  officers  assumed  their  responsibilities  on  Oct.  1,  the  begin- 
ning of  our  new  church  year.  The  annual  week  of  meetings  was 
held  Sept.  28— Oct.  5.  Brethren  A.  C.  Wieand  of  Chicago,  Paul 
Bowman,  Jr.,  of  Camp  Lagro,  Robert  L.  Sink  of  Rossville  and 
Harry  K.  Zeller,  Jr.,  of  Indianapolis,  brought  us  varied  mes- 
sages full  of  interest.  Rally  day  was  Oct.  5  with  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Ray  E.  Zook,  bringing  the  morning  message.     A  basket  dinner 


was  enjoyed  by  all  at  noon  as  was  also  an  inspiring  message 
from  Bro.  Clarence  Sink  in  the  afternoon.  On  Oct.  6,  after  our 
week  of  meetings,  we  enjoyed  our  love  feast  together.  Several 
of  our  members  attended  district  conference  at  Monticello. — Mrs. 
E.  H.  Brubaker,  Flora,  Ind.,  Oct.  13. 

Liberty  Mills. — On  the  evening  of  Sept.  10  our  church  met  in 
council  with  Bro.  T.  G.  Weaver  presiding.  Bro.  Weaver  was  re- 
elected elder,  Bro.  Roger  Shively  pastor  and  Bro.  Ralph  Akers 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  Glen  Heeter  and  wife  were 
chosen  delegates  to  district  meeting.  We  extended  to  Bro.  Ver- 
non Johnson  a  license  to  preach  for  another  year.  The  aid  so- 
ciety elected  officers  at  a  recent  meeting;  Sister  Grace  Albright 
was  chosen  president.  On  Sept.  21  we  held  our  annual  home- 
coming. Pastor  Shively  gave  us  a  very  inspiring  sermon  in  the 
morning,  and  Sister  Alice  Ebey  gave  a  missionary  talk  in  the 
afternoon,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Our  offering  for  relief 
in  China  is  taken  once  each  month.  We  are  conducting  a  very 
interesting  Bible  study  class  in  connection  with  our  weekly 
prayer  meeting.  We  are  planning  to  have  our  evangelistic  meet- 
ings during  the  last  of  November. — Lora  McKee,  Liberty  Mills, 
Ind.,  Oct.  6. 

Loon  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  12  with  Eld.  D.  W. 
Paul  presiding  and  elected  officers  for  the  new  year.  Bro.  Ora 
Kitt  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  trustees 
and  different  committees  were  also  chosen.  Eld.  Paul  repre- 
sented us  at  district  meeting  at  Monticello,  Ind.  On  Oct.  5  we 
had  our  rally  day  and  home-coming.  In  the  afternoon  Bro. 
Harley  Townsend  from  Woodland,  Mich.,  gave  us  a  very  inspir- 
ing message  which  all  appreciated.  He  was  our  pastor  seventeen 
years  ago.  Our  church  is  getting  along  nicely  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Bro.  Roy  Gilmer  and  wife.  We  have  a  junior  choir  di- 
rected by  Sister  Mary  Bonewits,  who  directed  a  musical  program 
and  play  for  us  this  summer. — Elizabeth  Lahr,  Huntington,  Ind., 
Oct.  13. 

Maple  Grove. — On  Sept.  20  our  regular  council  meeting  was 
held  with  Eld.  J.  A.  Miller  presiding.  The  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Sister  Lulu  Campbell  is 
the  superintendent.  Bro.  Miller  was  unanimously  chosen  elder 
for  another  year.  Bro.  Miller  preached  for  us  on  the  following 
Sunday  morning  and  night.  Our  young  people  attended  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  at  Fortville  on  Sept.  27,  28  and  gave  us 
their  report  on  Oct.  5.  On  Sept.  30  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold  and  wife 
brought  us  a  very  inspiring  message,  Worship  in  Art.  On  Sun- 
day night,  Oct.  12,  we  enjoyed  an  inspiring  candlelighting  serv- 
ice for  the  installation  of  B.  Y.  P.  D.  officers. — Mrs.  Farrel  A. 
Culler,  Clay  City,  Ind.,   Oct.   15. 

Middlebury. — On  Aug.  24  we  had  our  harvest  meeting  with  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Ira  Long,  as  speaker  in  the  forenoon.  There  was  a 
splendid  attendance.  We  had  a  potluck  dinner  at  noon  with  a 
short  program  and  social  time  in  the  afternoon.  The  occasion 
also  served  as  a  farewell  for  our  pastor  and  wife,  and  as  a  re- 
ception for  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  Harold  Miller,  and  wife.  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Long  moved  to  Buchanan,  Mich.,  on  Sept.  7.  The 
women  of  the  church  have  done  quite  a  lot  of  canning  for  Camp 
Lagro  this  summer.  One  of  our  boys  went  to  Camp  Kane,  Pa., 
in  August.  Another  one  expects  to  go  to  Camp  Lagro  this  month. 
O.  G.  Kindy  is  our  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  this  next 
year.  At  our  quarterly  council  held  on  Oct.  10  two  letters  of 
membership  were  received  and  four  granted.  Bro.  Harold  Miller 
was  chosen  elder,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  our  fall  communion 
on  Oct.  29.  The  men's  work  group  will  solicit  for  the  Messenger 
club.  Bro.  Miller  is  to  hold  our  revival  meeting  at  a  suitable 
date. — Gladys   Schrock,   Goshen,    Ind.,    Oct.    14. 

New  Hope. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  29  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  presiding.  Brethren  Hobart  Murphy  and 
Granville  Murphy  were  chosen  for  deacons.  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected.  Bro.  Granville  Murphy  is  super- 
intendent for  the  year.  We  have  no  pastor  at  the  present  time, 
so  Bro.  Carnie  Carpenter  of  Jeffersonville  is  preaching  for  us 
each  Sunday.  We  have  an  interesting  and  wide-awake  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  On  Sept.  7  Bro.  D.  B.  Cave  and  family  of  Liberty,  111., 
were  here  and  Bro.  Cave  gave  us  two  inspiring  sermons.  On  the 
evening  of  Oct.  2  Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold  gave  us  a 
program  of  music  and  art,  which  was  very  much  enjoyed.  We 
have  recently  completed  a  kitchen  and  Sunday-school  room, 
which  the  ladies'  aid  will  furnish  and  will  also  use  for  their 
meeting  place.  Our  ladies'  aid  recently  chose  officers;  we  meet 
every  two  weeks  and  have  good  attendance.  We  regret  the  death 
of  one  of  our  deacons,  Bro.  John  Bedel,  who  passed  away  on 
Sept.  25.  We  held  our  communion  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  13 
with  fifty-seven  surrounding  the  tables.  We  were  very  glad  to 
have  Bro.  Jesse  Baker  and  wife  of  Muncie  with  us  for  this  serv- 
ice. Bro.  Baker  officiated.  Other  ministers  present  were  Bro. 
Carnie  Carpenter  and  our  elder,  Bro.  Miller. — Bearl  Kaylor, 
Crothersville,  Ind.,  Oct.  14. 

Pleasant  Dale. — Instead  of  a  regular  preaching  service  a  ves- 
per service  and  open-air  meeting  was  conducted  on  the  church 
lawn  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  3.  On  Aug.  11  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank 
of  Covington,  Ohio,  came  to  assist  us  in  a  revival  meeting  which 
was  in  progress  for  two  weeks.  His  sermons  were  very  helpful. 
As  an  immediate  result  four  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.  Bro.  Shank  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Weller,  visited  in 
all  of  the  homes  of  the  community.  A  large  attendance  was 
present  at  practically  every  service.  At  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ings communion  services  were  enjoyed  by  many  of  our  members. 
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Our  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  of  Sept.  28  was  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  people  who  renewed  old  acquaintances  and 
made  new  ones.  Bro.  Dewey  Rowe  was  the  guest  speaker.  Bro. 
Stewart  O.  Hamer  of  North  Manchester  preached  for  us  on  Oct.  5. 
—Victoria  Stoneburner,  Decatur,  Ind.,  Oct.  10. 

Roann.— We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  12  with  Bro.  Edward 
Kmtner  in  charge.  Church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  for  the  coming  year.  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  of 
Maryland  gave  a  chalk  talk  on  Sept.  26.  The  young  married 
people's  class  bought  material  and  made  twenty-six  garments 
to  send  along  with  some  used  garments  to  foreign  relief.  Two 
comforters  were  also  made;  one  to  be  sent  to  Camp  Lagro  and 
the  other  to  foreign  relief.  Our  aid  society  is  helping  Bethany 
Hospital  with  canned  goods.  Our  home-coming  will  be  held 
on  Nov.  9.  Bro.  Brubaker  will  give  the  address.  We  extend  a 
hearty  welcome  to  all.— Estella  Musselman,  Macy.  Ind.,  Oct.  16. 
Rock  Run. — The  women  of  our  church  have  done  canning  and 
sewing  for  Bethany  Hospital  and  Camp  Lagro.  We  have  decided 
to  use  Richard  Terrill  Baker's  book,  The  Seed  and  The  Soil, 
for  our  mission  study.  Hazel  Berkey  is  aid  president.  Donald 
Cripe  has  been  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Opal 
Baer  is  the  president  of  our  very  active  mothers'  study  club. 
Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  as  its  project  one  and  one-half  acre  of  po- 
tatoes. They  have  been  assisted  by  their  adult  leaders,  Paul  Phil- 
lips and  George  Weybright.  The  Northern  Indiana  ministers'  con- 
ference is  to  be  held  at  our  church  on  Nov.  29.  Several  of  our 
number  have  attended  the  various  camps  at  Camp  Mack  this 
summer.  Three  were  counselors.  We  appreciate  being  near  to 
Camp  Mack;  it  has  become  the  regular  meeting  place  for  our 
district  conference.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Phillips  of  Elkhart,  formerly 
one  of  our  boys  here,  will  conduct  our  revival  beginning  on  Nov. 
23.  Our  delegates  to  the  La  Verne  Conference  were  Brother  and 
Sister  Charles  F.  Weybright.  He  reported  the  men's  work  in 
particular  and  she  the  General  Conference.  Miriam  Weybright 
represented  our  young  people  there.  Later,  she  also  attended, 
as  a  Church  of  the  Brethren  delegate,  the  World's  Sunday-school 
Convention  in  Mexico  City.  She  gave  the  church  the  benefit  of 
this  experience  by  showing  over  two  hundred  pictures  in  their 
natural  color  which  she  took  of  mountains  and  parks  in  the  West 
and  of  her  trip  through  Old  Mexico.  We  were  glad  for  the  pres- 
ence of  Brother  and  Sister  Robert  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  Col- 
lege at  our  harvest  meeting.  He  preached  two  very  helpful  ser- 
mons.—Nettie   C.    Weybright,    Syracuse,   Ind.,    Oct.    6. 

Sugar  Creek.— In  June  we  held  our  regular  council  meeting, 
at  which  Bro.  J.  A.  Snell  was  elected  elder  and  Bro.  Lester  Dim- 
mick  delegate  to  district  conference.  In  September  the  church 
decided  to  begin  its  church  year  hi  October,  instead  of  January 
as  has  been  our  custom,  and  then  voted  to  retain  all  officers  un- 
til next  September.  The  church  is  purchasing  a  new  heating 
system  which  will  be  installed  in  October.  We  are  having  our 
harvest  meeting  on  Sunday,  Oct.  19,  and  our  new  heating  system 
is  to  be  in  for  this  meeting.  Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held 
Dec.  1-14  with  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulrey  as  evangelist.  Our  com- 
munion will  be  on  Monday  night,  Dec.  15.— Mrs.  Robert  Arnett, 
Fort   Wayne,   Ind.,   Oct.   7. 

Upper  Fall  Creek.— We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  28  with  Eld. 
Clarence  Hoover  presiding.  Officers  were  chosen  for  the  new 
year;  Claud  Chandler  was  chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
We  received  one  member  by  letter.  The  ladies'  aid  will  meet  on 
Oct.  9  with  Sister  Lulu  McWilliams,  president.  We  had  a  spir- 
itual love  feast  with  Bro.  Arnold  officiating.  Ministers  pres- 
ent were  Brethren  Ira  Hiatt,  Ora  Zerkle,  A.  B.  Roof,  D.  E.  Bow- 
man and  C.  H.  Hoover.  On  Sept.  21  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold 
gave  us  a  program  in  music  and  art;  in  the  afternoon  the  young 
people  gave  some  special  music  and  readings;  there  was  some 
special  music  from  the  Middletown  and  Anderson  churches.  We 
appreciated  it  all.— Phoebe  Good,  Middletown,  Ind.,  Oct.   7. 

West  Marion. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  8  with  Bro.  T.  A. 
Shively  presiding.  Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  On 
Sept.  28  insLallation  services  were  held  for  teachers  and  officers. 
On  the  evening  of  Sept.  23  we  enjoyed  a  special  service  of  music 
and  art  by  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold.  It  will  be  four  years 
this  month  that  our  new  church  was  dedicated,  and  we  are 
planning  a  special  all-day  service  and  home-coming  on  Oct.  19, 
in  honor  of  it.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  be  with  us  for  a  part  of 
the  day.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  two  weeks'  revival  be- 
ginning Nov.  2  and  closing  with  communion  on  Nov.  16.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  James  H.  Beahm,  will  be  our  evangelist.  We  are 
glad  to  announce  that  since  Sept.  I  Bro.  Beahm  has  been  our 
full-time  pastor.  Our  young  people  are  meeting  regularly  and 
are  quite  active  in  the  work  of  the  church.  They  are  planning 
to  have  a  meeting  after  church  services  twice  each  month,  in 
addition  to  their  regular  B.  Y.  P.  D.  service.  Our  ladies'  aid  has 
met  each  month  and  has  knotted  three  comforters  and  quilted 
one  quilt  this  summer.  They  sent  towels  to  Camp  Lagro.  The 
new  carpet  we  bought  some  time  ago  is  nearly  all  paid  for,  and 
we  are  now  planning  to  buy  communion  cups  for  the  church. 
The  men's  group,  organized  in  July  1940,  has  also  been  accom- 
plishing a  great  deal.  They  installed  a  hot  water  system  in  the 
basement  for  the  kitchen,  and  for  heating  water  in  the  baptistry; 
fixed  a  drain  for  the  baptistry,  installed  a  new  valve  to  keep 
the  water  from  backing  up  in  the  basement;  built  book  racks 
for  the  seats  and  refinished  the  seats.  They  were  hosts  to  the 
church  at  a  wiener  roast  held  at  the  Oscar  Fleaming  home. — 
Mrs.  Kimber  Humbarger,  Marion,  Ind.,  Oct.  9. 


Iowa 

Fernald. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  12  and 
elected  Sunday-school  officers.  In  July  23  the  McPherson  College 
ladies'  quartet  gave  us  some  inspirational  messages  in  song. 
Six  of  our  adult  group  attended  the  adult  camp  at  Pine  Lake, 
near  Eldora,  in  August.  On  Sept.  11  the  women's  work  group 
sponsored  a  family  night  at  the  church  with  a  potluck  supper, 
and  climaxed  with  a  campfire  service.  Our  fall  love  feast  was 
held  on  Sept.  27.  On  Sept.  28  two  letters  of  membership  were 
received. — Mrs.  Earl  E.   Jarboe,  Fernald,  Iowa,   Oct.   4. 

Monroe  County. — Bro.  Edwin  Rodabaugh,  our  pastor  for  the 
past  year,  has  returned  with  his  family  to  Chicago  to  enter 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary.  Sister  Pearl  Severn  filled  the  pul- 
pit for  nearly  two  months  this  summer.  We  have  been  having 
a  larger  attendance  than  usual  and  the  interest  is  fine.  During 
past  years  on  holidays  the  men  have  been  working  on  the 
church.  The  basement  is  not  yet  completed.  Delegates  to 
district  meeting  held  in  August  were  Mrs.  Irmal  Roberts  and 
Mrs.  Cloyd  Henderson.  Monroe  County  will  entertain  the  1942 
district  conference  of  Southern  Iowa.  Nearly  everyone  from 
here  attended  the  district  meeting.  Two  of  our  girls  attended 
the  intermediate  camp  at  Pine  Lake  in  August.  Richard  Burger 
held  a  two  weeks'  meeting  here,  ending  Sept.  7.  Music  was  fur- 
nished several  nights  by  the  Des  Moines  people.  Because  of  so 
much  rain  and  muddy  roads  the  attendance  was  not  very  large. 
One  was  baptized.  We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  18  to 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  C.  A.  Albin  was  our 
moderator.  Bro.  E.  S.  Fouts  will  be  our  pastor  during  the  win- 
ter. Mrs.  Melissa  Roberts  was  elected  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent and  Bro.  C.  A.  Albin  was  retained  as  elder.  On  Oct.  10 
we  held  our  love  feast.  Two  members  have  passed  to  their 
reward  during  the  last  year.  The  ladies'  aid  is  busy  getting 
ready  for  a  bazaar. — Charlotte  Henderson,  Albia,   Iowa,  Oct.   15. 

Kansas 

Galesburg. — On  Aug.  31  Bro.  Gorman  Zook,  our  district  field- 
man,  was  with  us  and  preached  a  wonderful  sermon  on  love.  On 
Sept.  7  we  had  our  business  meeting  and  elected  Bro.  Zook  as  our 
elder  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Lee  Naff  was  elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  and  Bro.  Rogalsky  and  Sister  Anderson 
delegates  to  our  district  conference.  Our  annual  Sunday-school 
picnic  was  held  near  Lake  McKinley  on  Sept.  28.  We  enjoy  our 
Christian  Workers'  meeting  each  Sunday  evening.  Our  aid  so- 
ciety is  doing  a  large  amount  of  quilt  piecing.  We  are  planning 
to  have  a  revival  meeting  in  the  near  future. — Mrs.  Clyde  Hodg- 
den,  Erie,  Kans.,  Oct.  4. 

Morrill. — We  were  happy  to  entertain  the  district  meeting  of 
Northeastern  Kansas  Oct.  4-6.  The  attendance  was  good  and 
the  meeting  throughout  was  very  inspirational.  The  speakers 
from  outside  the  district  were  Sister  Anetta  Mow,  returned 
missionary  to  India,  Sister  Nettie  M.  Senger,  returned  mission- 
ary to  China,  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Peters,  president  of  McPherson 
College.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie,  was  moderator  at  the 
business  meeting.  During  the  summer  the  four  churches  of 
Morrill  met  in  union  services  on  Sunday  evenings.  Our  quar- 
terly business  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  15,  when  the  various 
officers  of  the  church  and  Sunday  school  were  elected  and  other 
matters  of  business  were  taken  care  of.  The  women's  organiza- 
tion met  on  Sept.  5  for  reorganization.  The  reports  given 
showed  much  activity  in  this  group.  On  Sept.  14  Sister  Nettie 
Senger  brought  a  missionary  message  at  the  eleven  o'clock 
hour,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  Floyd  Yearout  of  California 
preached.  On  Sept.  21  Dr.  Leonard  Root  of  Topeka  was  the 
speaker  at  the  morning  service.  We  feel  we  were  much  bene- 
fited by  these  timely  messages.  Our  church  building  has  un- 
dergone some  repairing  and  decorating;  the  different  projects 
assigned  to  the  various  classes  and  organizations  were  well 
taken  care  of.  As  we  start  on  the  new  church  year  we  hope 
to  achieve  greater  things  than  in  the  past.  The  gist  of  our  pas- 
tor's sermons  of  Oct.  12  was  deeper  consecration  and  faithful- 
ness, which  we  know  will  bring  about  great  things. — Mrs.  Clint 
Stover,  Morrill,  Kans.,  Oct.  13. 

Osage. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  12  our  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Theodore 
Nicholson  was  chosen  for  general  superintendent.  Delegates  to 
district  conference  to  be  held  at  the  Gravel  Hill  church  Oct.  24- 
27  are  G.  A.  Zook  and  D.  P.  Neher.  On  Sept.  14  our  church  was 
host  to  the  district  young  people's  rally.  Three  of  our  young 
people  attended  Camp  Washunga.  Our  pastor  is  at  present 
conducting  an  evangelistic  meeting  at  the  Fredonia  church. 
During  his  absence  the  pulpit  will  be  filled  by  Mrs.  G.  A.  Zook 
and  our  local  ministers.  Our  Sunday  evening  services  are  being 
well  attended.  On  Nov.  9  our  pastor  will  begin  a  series  of 
meetings  here.  That  day  will  also  be  our  home-coming  with 
an  all-day  service  and  basket  dinner  at  the  church.  All  former 
members,  friends,  and  members  of  other  congregations  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  be  with  us. — Mary  Neher,  McCune,  Kans., 
Oct.    14. 

Ozawkie. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  13,  at  which 
time  the  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year.  Bro.  Guy  H.  Brammell  was  elected  pastor  and 
elder,  and  Bro.  Edward  Patterson  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
During  the  summer  Bro.  Strohm  of  Beattie  and  Bro.  Leonard 
Root  of  Topeka  each  gave  us  an  inspiring  message.  On  Oct.  1 
Sister  Nettie  Senger  gave  a  lecture  and  showed  pictures  of  China 
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at  our  church.  On  Aug.  17  the  Sunday  school  held  its  annual 
picnic.  The  ladies'  aid  did  not  meet  during  the  summer,  but 
will  start  soon.  We  have  a  treasure  chest  going  around  to  each 
member,  from  which  we  intend  to  reap  a  harvest  soon.  Our 
church  decided  to  prepare  a  packet  to  be  sent  to  Camp  Mag- 
nolia, Ark.  Once  each  month  we  have  church  night  when  ev- 
eryone comes  together  and  we  have  a  social  time.  The  men  har- 
vested' their  oats  crop,  receiving  235  bushels.  They  are  sowing 
wheat  this  fall.  Three  young  ladies  of  our  church  attended 
Camp  Washunga  and  reported  a  fine  time.  Our  attendance  has 
been  very  good  during  the  past  summer  and  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  another  good  year. — Mrs.  Harvey  Gauby,  Ozawkie, 
Kans.,    Oct.    15. 

Washington  Creek. — As  our  former  pastor's  resignation  of 
June  1  became  effective  at  once,  the  pulpit  was  filled  during  the 
summer  by  Brethren  Willard  Brammell  of  Topeka  and  D.  A. 
Heckman.  Bro.  J.  A.  Strohm  of  Beattie  preached  for  us  one 
Sunday  evening,  and  the  young  people  of  Ottawa  also  gave  us 
a  program  on  Aug.  10.  Both  were  enjoyed  very  much.  Everett 
Turner  is  the  new  adviser  of  our  young  people.  We  met  in 
council  on  Aug.  29  with  Eld.  W.  B.  DeVilbiss  of  Ottawa  presid- 
ing. Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Brother  and 
Sister  D.  A.  Heckman  were  unanimously  elected  to  take  over  the 
pastoral  work  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Heckman  has  spent 
many  years  in  church  work.  The  field  is  great  and  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  great  results.  Our  communion  service  will  be 
held  sometime  this  fall.  Mrs.  Heckman  is  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Mrs.  Frank  Haas  is  head  of  the  women's  work 
with  Mrs.  Clyde  Hoover  president  of  the  missionary  society  and 
Mrs.  Asa  Postma  president  of  the  aid  society.  The  women  are 
planning  to  make  a  kit  for  our  boys  in  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps;  they  will  also  make  two  comforters  for  them.  Very  im- 
pressive installation  services  were  conducted  by  our  elder  .  on 
Sept.  21  for  our  new  pastor  and  all  other  church  and  Sunday- 
school  officers.  A  basket  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  the  noon  hour, 
with  several  from  adjoining  churches  participating.  Miss  Net- 
tie Senger,  a  returned  missionary  to  China,  was  with  us  on 
Sept.  23.  Several  from  our  congregation  attended  the  district 
conference  Oct.  4-6  at  Morrill.  The  writer  served  as  delegate. 
Plans  are  being  made  for  a  community  supper  and  program  in 
the  church  basement  to  raise  funds  for  needed  improvements  in 
the  primary  department.  This  is  being  sponsored  by  the  young- 
er married  people's  class. — Lila  Kinzie  Haas,  Lawrence,  Kans., 
Oct.  8. 

Wichita,  First. — On  Oct.  12  Miss  Nettie  Senger  gave  us  an  in- 
spirational talk  on  China,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  Frank  Crum- 
packer  showed  pictures  and  also  brought  a  message  on  China, 
both  of  which  services  were  well  attended.  At  the  regular 
council  on  Sept.  24  Mrs.  Minnie  Rexroad  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Ailing 
were  chosen  delegates  to  our  district  meeting,  which  will  be 
held  in  the  Salem  Community  church  near  Nickerson.  Rollin 
E.  Brunk  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  have 
a  music  committee  which  takes  care  of  the  music  department 
of  both  the  church  and  Sunday  school.  Money  has  been  pro- 
vided for  repairs  on  both  the  church  and  parsonage.  Our 
church  building  fund  grows  steadily  and  with  some  enthusiasm. 
Since  we  failed  to  secure  an  evangelist  we  will  not  hold  the  re- 
vival in  our  church  which  had  been  planned  for  this  fall;  how- 
ever, our  people  will  participate  in  the  city-wide  evangelistic 
campaign  to  be  held  here  in  November,  and  we  hope  for  some 
gains  for  our  church.  The  women's  work  was  reorganized  re- 
cently with  Mrs.  I.  D.  Long  as  president  of  the  department  and 
director  of  the  ladies'  aid,  Mrs.  Floyd  H.  Sell  director  of  home 
builders  and  Mrs.  Romine  Long  director  of  the  missionary  de- 
partment. On  world  communion  Sunday,  Oct.  5,  we  had  a  well- 
attended  and  inspirational  love  feast  with  Bro.  James  H.  El- 
rod  officiating.  There  were  a  number  of  visitors  from  adjoin- 
ing churches  present.  In  the  morning  of  Oct.  5  we  had  installa- 
tion   services    for    the    new    church    and    Sunday-school    officers. 


In  the  early  days  of  Chris- 
tianity, pagan  observers  re- 
marked: "Behold,  how  these 
Christians  love  one  another." 
The  reality  of  true  living 
was  in  the  mind  of  John 
when  he  wrote:  "We  know 
that  we  have  passed  out  of 
death  into  life,  because  we 
love   the  brethren." 

Today,     because    we    love 
one    another,    we    share    our 
funds     and     leadership     with 
brethren    in    small,    and   often 
isolated  churches  of  our  land. 
We  want  that  they  shall  con- 
tinue   to    have    the    abundant 
life. 
We  who  love  the  brethren  -will  find  it  a  joy  to  help  them  as  we 
take  part  in  our  great  Home  Mission  Offering. — Harl  Russell,  Pres- 
ident of  Men's  Work. 


The  church  cabinet  meets  regularly  and  is  doing  some  efficient 
work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Cessna,  who  recently  moved  to 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  is  teaching  industrial  arts  and 
crafts  in  some  of  the  schools,  presented  three  tables  and  eight- 
een little  chairs  to  the  primary  department  of  the  Sunday  school; 
this  was  a  very  welcome  gift.  Present  conditions  have  brought 
several  changes  in  membership.  We  have  granted  a  number  of 
letters  and  have  received  several.  One  was  received  by  baptism 
since  our  last  report. — Dora  Cripe,  Wichita,  Kans.,  Oct.  13. 

Louisiana 

Roanoke. — We  have  enjoyed  as  guest  speakers  at  either  regu- 
lar or  special  services  Brethren  G.  A.  Cassel,  L.  Avery  Fleming, 
Desmond  Bittinger,  and  Dan  West,  and  Sisters  Fleming  and  Bit- 
tinger.  Our  fiftieth  anniversary  was  very  appropriately  cele-  - 
brated  during  the  district  conference  held  July  24-27.  A  good 
representation  of  all  the  churches  of  the  district  was  present  to 
partake  of  the  spiritual  feast  and  social  festivities.  The  women's 
work  group  has  prepared  a  large  box  of  new  and  used  clothing 
and  new  bedding  for  relief  work.  The  recent  council  author- 
ized a  committee  to  organize  a  men's  work  group.  Inasmuch  as 
the  cradle  roll,  nursery,  and  children's  departments  of  the  Sun- 
day school  are  very  crowded,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate ways  and  means  of  building  additional  rooms  for  these 
groups.  Few  changes  were  made  in  our  organization;  Bro.  J.  F. 
Hoke  is  our  elder  and  Bro.  Glenn  Harris  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Our  three  local  ministers  take  turns  bringing 
our  Sunday  morning  messages,  and  are  often  called  to  fill  ap- 
pointments elsewhere.  Some  of  our  number  attended  the  re- 
gional conference  at  McPherson  and  the  Annual  Conference  at 
La  Verne.  Bro.  Hoke  acted  as  director  of  Camp  Magnolia  and 
business  manager,  alternately,  during  a  two  weeks'  stay  in  the 
the  latter  part  of  August.  Our  aid  society,  a  Sunday-school  class, 
and  the  church  as  a  whole  are  supporting  the  camp  in  regular 
and  special  ways.  We  offer  a  hearty  invitation  to  any  who  may 
be  traveling  through  the  Southland  to  stop  with  us,  as  our  con- 
tacts with  the  church  outside  our  district  are  very  few. — Mrs. 
Glenn  Harris,  Jennings,  La.,  Oct.  5. 

Maryland 

Edgewood. — After  being  a  part  of  the  Sams  Creek  and  Pipe 
Creek  churches  for  over  thirty  years,  the  Edgewood  congrega- 
tion is  now  a  church  of  its  own.  Five  deacons  have  been  in- 
stalled and  Bro.  Clyde  Morningstar  was  ordained  as  an  elder. 
The  women's  work  convention  was  held  at  our  church  on  July  31 
with  a  large  attendance.  On  Sept.  14  we  held  our  council  meet- 
ing and  Bro.  E.  C.  Bixler  was  re-elected  elder  with  Bro.  Morn- 
ingstar as  his  assistant.  Bro.  Earl  Hoff  is  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Bro.  Morningstar  held  an  evangelistic  meeting 
Sept.  21-28  with  splendid  attendance  and  a  very  inspiring  and 
beneficial  message  each  evening.  The  music  each  evening  in 
charge  of  the  various  groups  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  first 
love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  5  with  Eld.  Bixler  in  charge.  The 
ladies'  aid  society  improved  the  church  basement  by  having 
cupboards  built  to  hold  the  dishes  necessary  for  the  love  feast. 
The  young  married  people's  class  had  water  installed  in  the 
church  basement.  We  have  a  Sunday-school  enrollment  of  130. 
Twenty-one  scholars  had  perfect  attendance  records  for  the 
year. — Mrs.   Carroll  Lindsay,  New  Windsor,  Md.,   Oct.  4. 

Froslburg. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Oct.  1.  Eld.  Scrogum 
presided.  Bro.  Foster  Bittinger,  our  pastor,  was  elected  elder 
for  the  coming  year.  Also  different  officers  of  the  church  were 
elected.  Delegates  were  chosen  for  the  district  meeting,  which 
will  be  held  in  our  church  on  Oct.  11.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  our 
beloved  missionary  to  India,  was  in  our  church  and  gave  a 
series  of  talks.  We  always  enjoy  the  visits  of  Sister  Ida.  The 
annual  recognition  and  installation  services  of  the  district  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  were  held  in  our  church.  There  were  a  goodly  number  of 
representatives  from  the  various  churches  of  the  district  pres- 
ent. Sister  Ida  Shumaker  was  the  guest  speaker  and  gave  a 
very  inspirational  talk.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry,  our  regional 
executive  secretary,  was  also  present  and  gave  the  consecra- 
tion address.  Officers  elected  for  the  coming  year  are:  presi- 
dent, Ted  Metcalfe  of  Westernport;  vice-president,  Gladys 
Schlosnagle  of  Accident;  treasurer,  Gladys  Skidmore  of  Frost- 
burg,  and  elder,  Bro.  Scrogum.  We  had  a  very  successful  year 
in  young  people's  work  and  hope  that  the  coming  year  will  be 
just   as    successful. — Margaret   Chaney,   Frostburg,    Md.,    Oct.    13. 

Glendale. — Our  harvest  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  24,  at  which 
time  the  attendance  was  exceedingly  large.  The  men's  chorus  of 
New  Enterprise  gave  us  several  fine  selections  of  music.  The 
children  rendered  a  program  in  the  morning  and  Bro.  J.  S.  Whit- 
acre  of  Ridgeley,  W.  Va.,  brought  us  the  afternoon  message.  The 
ladies  of  our  church  started  an  aid  meeting  in  the  spring  and 
are  planning  to  do  great  work  toward  painting  and  fixing  up  the 
interior  of  the  church  during  the  coming  year.  Our  annual  re- 
vival meeting  was  held  Sept.  8-21.  These  services  were  con- 
ducted by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Howard  Whitacre.  Many  inspiring 
and  uplifting  messages  were  delivered.  Our  near-by  churches 
helped  out  with  special  music  and  singing.  The  Mallow  trio  of 
our  congregation  gave  a  special  selection  of  music  each  eve- 
ning. Four  persons  gave  their  lives  in  service  for  the  Master. 
The  revival  was  followed  by  our  communion  service,  which  was 
well  attended.  We  met  in  quarterly  business  meeting  on  Sept. 
29;    all   officers  were   elected  for   the   coming  year.     Bro.   Teeter 
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was    elected    Sunday-school    superintendent. — Ida    Harper,    Flint- 
stone,  Md.,  Oct.  7. 

Pipe  Creek. — We  met  in  regular  semiannual  council  on  Sept.  3 
with  Bro.  J.  J.  John  presiding.  Reports  from  various  commit- 
tees were  read  and  accepted.  It  was  with  regret  that  Bro.  John's 
resignation  as  elder  was  accepted;  he  has  served  us  faithfully  for 
twenty-five  years.  Bro.  E.  C.  Bixler  was  chosen  in  place  of  Bro. 
John,  with  Bro.  D.  E.  Englar  as  assistant.  Our  summer  pastor, 
Bro.  Jacob  Replogle,  and  wife  left  us  the  last  of  August.  They 
assisted  in  two  vacation  schools,  one  at  Union  Bridge  and  one  at 
Pipe  Creek.  They  also  visited  in  a  number  of  homes.  Their 
efforts  were  much  appreciated. — Ida  M.  Englar,  Uniontown,  Md., 
Oct.  6. 

Michigan 

Grand  Rapids. — On  Sept.  14  we  held  our  annual  church  council 
meeting  with  Eld.  Harley  Townsend  in  charge.  We  elected  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year.  We  chose  to  retain  Bro.  Townsend  as 
elder,  and  for  our  pastor  we  chose  Bro.  Harold  S.  Chambers. 
Our  Sunday-school  superintendent  remains  the  same,  Bro.  M.  M. 
Chambers.  The  ladies'  aid  society  met  Sept.  17  at  the  church 
and  elected  officers  and  planned  their  year's  work.  The  work  for 
the  first  six  months  is  well  planned.  Their  aim  is  to  raise  money 
to  help  lift  the  church  debt.  They  also  have  their  church  kitchen 
in  a  very  attractive  condition  with  new  linoleum  on  the  floor; 
they  have  bought  new  linoleum  for  the  parsonage  and  our  pastor 
will  move  in  before  the  last  of  October.  All  classes  chose  their 
teachers  on  Oct.  5,  and  all  seem  anxious  to  be  getting  to  work 
that  the  church  debt  may  be  cleared  by  the  end  of  the  coming 
year.  We  hope  and  pray  for  divine  help,  that  we  may  succeed. 
— Myrtle  A.  Sidnam,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Oct.  8. 

Lake  View. — On  Aug.  24  we  held  our  third  annual  home- 
coming. This  was  an  all-day  meeting  with  basket  dinner  at  the 
church  at  noon.  Bro.  W.  W.  Slabaugh  of  Chicago  gave  us  a 
splendid  message  at  the  forenoon  service  and  in  the  afternoon 
Bro.  J.  E.  Ulery  preached  a  wonderful  sermon.  We  decided  to 
have  our  home-coming  program  on  the  second  Sunday  of  August 
each  year.  At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  service  one  sister  was 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Brother  Reuben  and 
Sister  Mildred  Coldesser  were  our  delegates  to  district  meeting. 
We  met  in  business  meeting  on  Aug.  26.  Brethren  Perry  Hoover 
and  Barkdoll  were  with  us.  The  work  of  the  church  was  dis- 
cussed and  the  voice  of  the  church  taken  to  install  Bro.  Clifton 
Leckrone  to  the  ministry.  On  Aug.  27  Brethren  Hoover  and 
Barkdoll  visited  in  several  homes  and  we  met  again  in  the  eve- 
ning for  services.  Bro.  Clifton  Leckrone  and  wife  were  in- 
stalled in  the  ministry  with  Bro.  Hoover  officiating.  The  work 
of  the  church  was  then  taken  up  again.  On  Sept.  5  we  met  in 
business  meeting  with  Bro.  Barkdoll  in  charge.  Church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  chosen  for  the  coming  year  with  Bro. 
Barkdoll  elder,  Bro.  Clifton  Leckrone  pastor,  and  Sister  Fern 
Hillsamer  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Sept.  28  was  our  pro- 
motion day;  we  also  had  a  short  consecration  service  for  the 
newly  elected  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers. — 
Ella  Keith,  Brethren,  Mich.,   Oct.  2. 

Missouri 

Green-wood. — On  Aug.  31  the  church  met  in  council.  At  this 
meeting  Bro.  Morris  of  Mountain  Grove  was  elected  as  elder. 
On  the  evening  of  Aug.  28  we  held  our  ice-cream  social  in  the 
basement  of  the  church.  Our  revival  services,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Lester  Fike  of  Alton,  111.,  closed  Sept.  21.  The  messages  were 
inspiring  and  helpful.  Five  united  with  the  church  and  were 
baptized. — Mrs.   Ed   Hart,  Mountain   Grove,  Mo.,   Oct.   6. 

Kansas  City. — We  held  our  annual  birthday  service  and  offering 
on  Sept.  7  with  a  good  attendance.  The  Immanuel  class  had  the 
largest  birthday  offering,  amounting  to  $11.85.  A  short  program 
preceded  the  giving  of  offerings.  On  Sept.  14  our  annual  Sun- 
day-school picnic  was  held  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  camp.  Sunday 
school  was  held  as  usual,  after  which  everyone  went  to  the  picnic 
grounds.  The  attendance  was  good  and  everyone  enjoyed  the 
fellowship  and  recreation.  All  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
Sunday  school  and  church  were  installed  at  the  church  hour  on 


Sept.  28.  A  special  drive  was  made  for  a  good  attendance  for 
this  day.  Over  100  attended  both  Sunday  school  and  church, 
which  was  somewhat  better  than  it  has  been  during  the  summer. 
The  women's  work  organization  has  been  reorganized  to  con- 
form with  the  outline  for  the  local  church  as  set  forth  by  the 
national  women's  work  organization.  Mrs.  Ruby  Brallier  was 
elected  president.  The  women  meet  at  the  church  every  Wednes- 
day; at  present  they  are  quilting  and  piecing  comforters.  At 
our  quarterly  council  held  on  Oct.  2  Mrs.  Altha  Couch  and  Mrs. 
I.  V.  Enos  were  elected  as  our  delegates  to  district  meeting,  with 
Marion  Sherman  as  delegate  from  the  young  people's  organiza- 
tion. Bro.  Lloyd  Slater's  license  for  the  ministry  was  renewed. 
Many  of  our  members  plan  to  attend  district  meeting  at  Osceola 
Oct.  3-6.— Hattie  Easterla,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  3. 

Mountain  Grove. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  27  with  Eld.  A. 
M.  Peterson  presiding.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  near  future  provided  an  evangelist  could  be  secured; 
we  also  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  27.  Church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
J.  H.  Morris  was  elected  elder  and  Bro.  Doran  Brubaker  Sunday- 
,  school  superintendent.  Our  aid  society  chose  their  officers  for 
the  next  year  on  Oct.  2,  with  Sister  Doran  Brubaker  being 
elected  president.  Several  of  our  faithful  members  are  moving 
away  this  fall,  thus  bringing  our  membership  down. — Isabelle 
Brubaker,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo.,  Oct.  3. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — Robert  Evans  was  elected  president  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
The  Nebraska  family  camp  held  at  Horkey's  Park  at  Crete,  Aug. 
4-9,  was  very  successful  and  enjoyed  by  many.  The  messages 
were  challenging  and  inspirational.  Many  from  our  church  at- 
tended. On  the  following  Sunday,  during  the  preaching  hour, 
camp  reports  were  given  by  B.  Y.  P.  D.  members.  On  Aug.  17 
Mrs.  Robert  Baker  brought  the  evening  message  in  the  form  of 
a  reading  from  the  story,  Far  Above  Rubies.  The  women's  aid 
society  has  met  numerous  times  and  sewed  for  the  Red  Cross. 
On  Sept.  7  Rev.  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  Whisler,  missionaries  to  India, 
brought  a  missionary  message  in  the  morning  and  in  the  eve- 
ning showed  slides  of  India  and  Palestine.  Our  council  meeting 
was  held  on  Sept.  12  and  officers  for  the  coming  year  were 
elected.  Bro.  L.  L.  Meek  of  Octavia  was  chosen  elder  and  Mrs. 
Robert  Baker  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  delegates 
chosen  for  district  conference  at  Omaha  are  Minnie  Horsh  and 
Mrs.  Susan  Roelofsz.  Mr.  Fisher,  home  missionary,  spoke  in  the 
evening  of.  Sept.  14.  Many  children  were  promoted  to  higher 
classes  on  Sept.  28.  In  the  evening  the  senior  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held 
an  installation  service  for  new  officers.  Bro.  L.  L.  Everett 
brought  a  message  in  prayer  meeting  on  Sept.  30. — Mrs.  Robert 
H.  Evans,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Oct.  4. 

Ohio 

Akron. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Oct.  3.  Re- 
ports of  committees  and  boards  were  given  and  accepted.  It 
was  decided  to  have  a  one-week  evangelistic  meeting  sometime 
this  fall  with  the  district  ministerial  board  supplying  the  speak- 
er. Our  communion  service  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the 
meetings.  Bro.  A.  B.  Replogle  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  filling  our 
pulpit  until  a  pastor  is  secured.  On  Oct.  5  the  Sunday-school 
teachers  and  officers  were  installed. — Mrs.  F.  E.  Diemer,  Ellet, 
Ohio,   Oct.   6. 

Cedar  Grove. — On  Aug.  19  we  held  our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil. Five  were  received  by  letter.  Brother  and  Sister  Henry 
Fitzwater  and  Brother  and  Sister  Harry  Moore  were  elected 
deacons.  Bro.  Edgar  Petry  closed  his  summer's  work  as  student 
pastor,  with  one  week  of  evangelistic  services  held  during  the 
last  week  of  August.  Six  were  received  by  baptism.  The  meet- 
ings closed  on  Sunday  evening  with  a  communion  service;  there 
were  fifty  at  the  tables.  This  was  the  first  communion  to  be  held 
in  our  church.  Brother  and  Sister  Petry  have  returned  to  Beth- 
any for  this  winter,  but  he  will  return  every  two  weeks  for 
services.  Starting  in  June  1942  he  will  begin  a  year's  service  with 
us  as  pastor. — Amos  Hollinger,  Hollansburg,   Ohio,  Oct.  4. 


Kokomo  Church  25th  Anniversary 

The  Kokomo  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  cele- 
brate the  25th  anniversary  of  the  building  and 
dedication  of  its  present  church  house,  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  2.  All  who  have  been  friends  and  members 
of  this  congregation  are  cordially  invited  to  be 
present  in  an  all-day  meeting.  Former  elders, 
pastors  and  leaders  will  be  given  a  part  on  the 
program.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will  be  our  guest 
speaker.  A  basket  dinner  will  be  served  at  noon. 
Come. — I.  E.  Oberholtzer,  Pastor. 
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East  Nimishillen.— We  enjoyed  an  all-day  home-coming  serv- 
ice on  Sept.  21.  Two  hundred  members  and  guests  enjoyed  a 
fellowship  dinner  together.  A  varied  program  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental numbers  was  presented  and  three  challenging  ad- 
dresses were  given  by  Brethren  C.  H.  Petry  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
Elmer  Brumbaugh  of  Ravenna,  Ohio,  and  Elden  Petry,  our  pas- 
tor. The  day  was  climaxed  with  a  solo  by  Bro.  Edwin  Petry, 
pastor  of  the  West  Nimishillen  church.— Ruth  Cordier,  Hart- 
ville,    Ohio,   Oct.   6. 

Lexington. — Once  more  we  were  permitted  to  meet  for  the 
annual  home-coming  in  this  church  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Oc- 
tober. Bro.  Porter,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  mission 
board,  made  his  first  visit  here  and  had  charge  of  the  forenoon 
service — a  discussion  of  the  Sunday-school  lesson.  A  bountiful 
dinner  was  served  and  old  friendships  renewed.  Some  local  tal- 
ent presented  a  program  of  music  and  readings,  then  Bro.  Por- 
ter gave  a  message.  Bro.  Eidemiller,  Bro.  John  M.  Garst  and 
family,  Brother  and  Sister  Davidson,  Bro.  Frank  Custer  and  wife 
and  others  made  this  meeting  possible.  We  remembered  Bro. 
J.  A.  R.  Couser,  sweet  singer  of  Southern  Ohio;  Bro.  Van 
Wright,  who  began  his  ministry  here;  Brethren  Bookwalter, 
Garner,  Wine,  Calvert,  J.  O.  Garst,  and  the  Ockermans,  who  had 
labored  in  this  congregation;  Eld.  James  Quinter,  who  had  a 
Brethren  school  at  New  Vienna  and  preached  at  Lexington,  and 
the  saintly  Sister  Major.  May  God  bless  those  who  live  in  this 
community  and  keep  alive  the  grand  old  Lexington  church. — 
Anna  Lesh,  Goshen,  Ohio,  Oct.  6. 

Prices  Creek. — Upon  the  completion  of  redecorating  the  inte- 
rior of  our  church,  a  rededication  service  was  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Aug.  18.  Fitting  numbers  of  special  music  and  readings 
were  given.  Bro.  Oliver  Royer  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  deliv- 
ered the  address.  This  service  was  the  prelude  to  our  evangel- 
istic effort,  and  on  the  following  evening  Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer  of 
Champion,  Pa.,  began  a  two  weeks'  service.  Bro.  Wimmer  spoke 
bravely  and  boldly  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  Great  interest  was 
shown  and  a  well-filled  house  greeted  our  evangelist  each  eve- 
ning. As  a  result  two  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism 
and  one  has  been  received  since  then.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher,  our 
elder,  presided  at  our  fall  council.  Paul  Getz  was  chosen  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  Our  pastor  is  dedicating  his  morning 
messages  to  the  youth  of  our  church.  During  our  evening  serv- 
ices we  are  studying  The  Story  of  Our  Church  by  J.  E.  Miller. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  25,  to  be  preceded 
by  preparatory  services  during  the  day,  beginning  at  10:30  a.  m. 
— Elizabeth   Getz,   West  Manchester,   Ohio,   Sept.   30. 

Oklahoma 

Big  Creek. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  July  14- 
25  with  Sister  Helen  Byerly  as  director.  Although  the  enroll- 
ment was  small,  the  interest  was  good.  The  three  older  classes 
contributed  $3.50  in  their  mission  study  class,  besides  wrapping 
many  rolls  of  bandages  for  use  in  mission  work.  We  have  sent 
two  kits  to  our  camp  at  Magnolia,  Ark.,  and  are  starting  on  the 
third  kit.    A  number  of  our  group  attended  both  the  young  peo- 


ple's and  intermediate  camps,  also  district  meeting,  all  being 
held  during  the  month  of  August.  A  great  deal  of  inspiration 
was  brought  back  to  the  ones  who  were  not  privileged  to  attend. 
Eld.  W.  R.  Argabright  and  family  made  us  a  short  visit  re- 
cently. He  was  pastor  here  from  1924-1930.  He  delivered  the 
morning  message  on  July  27,  after  which  a  basket  dinner  was 
served  in  the  church  basement  in  their  honor.  Our  family  night 
service  on  Aug.  15  was  well  attended.  We  feel  very  keenly  the 
loss  of  a  number  of  our  leaders  who  are  engaged  in  school  du- 
ties elsewhere.  Our  quarterly  council  met  on  Sept.  11.  Bro. 
Charles  Kinzie  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  on  Oct.  25,  with  home-coming  services 
on  the  following  day.  We  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  all 
who  can  to  be  with  us  in  both  meetings.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  evangelistic  meetings  in  November  to  be  led  by  Bro.  Russell 
West  of  Pampa,  Tex.— Abbie  S.  Pote,  Ripley,  Okla.,  Sept.  30. 

Pennsylvania 

Annville. — On  Sept.  6  the  young  people  had  an  election  of  offi- 
cers at  a  social  held  at  the  home  of  Eld.  Walter  Hartman.  Our 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  8  with  Eld.  Hartman  presid- 
ing. The  attendance  and  interest  shown  at  the  meeting  were 
very  encouraging.  Samuel  Godfrey  of  York,  Pa.,  gave  an  im- 
pressive and  helpful  sermon  at  our  harvest  home  service.  The 
offering  taken  at  this  service  was  given  to  the  Neffsville  orphan- 
age. Four  of  our  young  people  attended  Camp  Conewago  at 
Elizabethtown.  Bro.  Simon  Gingrich,  one  of  our  young  men, 
was  called  to  Camp  Lagro.  Bro.  Harvey  Kline,  Jr.,  was  able  to 
attend  the  work  camp  at  Blough,  Pa.,  as  a  part-time  camper. 
Sister  Ruth  Kreider  attended  the  Shepherd  work  camp  in  Mich- 
igan, and  also  Camp  Yakima,  Wash.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
reports  on  these  Brethren  work  camps,  to  be  given  on  Oct.  5. 
Through  the  aid  society,  articles  of  clothing  are  being  collected 
for  the  needy  in  China.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  will 
be  our  evangelist  Nov.  17-30  at  Annville.  On  Nov.  8,  9  at  1:30 
p.  m.,  we  will  hold  our  love  feast  at  the  Annville  house. — Fannie 
K.  Longenecker,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Sept.  29. 

Brothersvalley. — A  large  box  of  clothing  was  sent  for  the 
Near  East  relief.  Our  ladies'  aid  society  also  donated  a  kit  to 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Kane,  Pa.  In  the  absence 
of  our  pastor,  Bro.  Rhodes,  who  was  doing  evangelistic  work,  our 
pulpit  was  filled  by  Brethren  Carl  Lauer,  Wayne  Reiman  and 
Boyd  Dickey.  Brother  and  Sister  J.  C.  Reiman  were  in  attend- 
ance at  the  La  Verne  Conference.  Brethren  Rhodes,  J.  C.  Rei- 
man and  A.  R.  Knepper  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing, which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Roxbury  church  in  Johnstown  on 
Oct.  22,  23. — Mrs.  Alvin  R.  Knepper,  Berlin,  Pa.,  Oct.  6. 

County  Line. — On  Sept.  9  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  met  with  us 
in  church  and  gave  us  a  wonderful  mission  talk.  We  all  appre- 
ciate having  such  a  beloved  person  in  our  midst.  Sept.  14  was 
home-coming  day  at  our  church.  This  was  a  day  of  fellowship 
and  worship  that  will  linger  long  in  our  hearts.  We  renewed  old 
friendships  and  had  uplifting  messages.  Bro.  Robert  Nedrow  of 
Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  a  former  pastor  here,  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage.    His  theme  was  Then  and  Now.     At  noon  we  had  a  basket 
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LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

Nov.   2,   7  pm,   Belvedere. 
Nov.    16,    4    pm, 
Los  Angeles. 

Florida 

Nov.  9,   Seneca. 

Illinois 
Nov.  2,  Mount  Morris. 
Nov.  3,  Yellow  Creek. 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm.  Walnut  Grove. 
Nov.  21,  Romine. 

Indiana 

1,  6:30  pm,  Pyrmont. 
1,  7:30  pm,  Cart  Creek. 
3,  North  Liberty. 
3,  Upper  Deer  Creek. 
6,  Burnettsville. 
8,  7  pm,  Wawaka. 

8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

9,  Pleasant  Hill. 
9,  Second  South  Bend. 

9,  7:30  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 
13,  7:30  pm,  Nappanee. 

16,  West  Marion. 

17,  7:30  pm,  Plymouth. 
22,  Center. 
1,  New  Paris. 
15,  Sugar  Creek. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

Kansas 

Nov.   1,   7:30   pm,   Lone   Star. 


Nov.  2,  Newton. 
Nov.  4,  Maple  Grove. 
Nov.   7,   7:30  pm,   Olathe. 

Maryland 

Nov.  2,  4  pm,  Pleasant  View. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Frederick. 
Nov.   2,   6:30   pm,  Monocacy   at 

Rocky  Ridge. 
Nov.  9,  6:30  pm,  Thurmont. 
Nov.    16,    6    pm,    Sharpsburg. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,  Westminster. 

Michigan 

Nov.  9,  Lansing. 

Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Missouri 

Nov.  1,  Peace  Valley. 
Nov.   27,   Mountain   Grove. 

Ohio 

Nov.  1,  7  pm,  Lower  Stillwater. 

Nov.   1,   7:30  pm,   Danville. 

Nov.   2,   Black   Swamp. 

Nov.  2,  7:30  pm,  Wooster. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Salem. 

Nov.   8,   7:30   pm,    Stonelick. 

Nov.   10,   7:30  pm,   Middletown. 

Nov.    15,    Fairview. 

Nov.  15,  10:30  am,  Poplar 
Grove. 

Nov.  15,  7  pm,  East  Nimishil- 
len. 

Nov.    16,   Lick    Creek. 


Nov.  22,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 
Nov.   23,    Hartville. 

Oregon 

Nov.   2,   Grants  Pass. 
Pennsylvania 

Nov.  1,  1:30  pm,  Richland. 

Nov.    1,    1:30    pm,    Welsh    Run. 

Nov.  1,  7  pm,  Mechanic  Grove. 

Nov.  2,  Everett. 

Nov.  2,  Lancaster. 

Nov.  2,  Maitland. 

Nov.  2,  Raven  Run. 

Nov.   2,   Royersford. 

Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  First  church, 

Philadelphia. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Ridge  church, 

Fogelsanger  house. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Springfield. 
Nov.   2,  6:30  pm,  Windber. 
Nov.  2,  6:30  pm,  Yellow  Creek. 
Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Boiling  Springs. 
Nov.  2,  7  pm,  Geiger. 
Nov.    2,    7    pm,    Madison    Ave- 
nue, York. 
Nov.  2,   7  pm,  Norristown. 
Nov.     2,     3,     West     Greentree 

congregation     at     Rheems 

house. 
Nov.  5,  7  pm,  Chambersburg. 
Nov.   8,   2   and   6  pm,   Hatfield. 
Nov.  8,  3  pm,  Welty. 
Nov.    8,    9,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Spring     congregation,     Hade 

church. 


Nov.    8,    9,    1:30   pm,   Annville. 

Nov.  8,  9,  1:30  pm,  Myerstown. 

Nov.  9,   Juniata  Park. 

Nov.  9,  Lititz. 

Nov.  9,  Lower  Claar. 

Nov.  9,  Twenty-eighth  St. 
church,   Altoona. 

Nov.  9,  10  am,  Shrewsbury 
house,  Codorus  congrega- 
tion. 

Nov.  9,  6  pm,  York,  in  First 
church. 

Nov.   9,   7  pm,   Germantown. 

Nov.   9,    7   pm,   Pittsburgh. 

Nov.    9,    7    pm,    Salisbury. 

Nov.   9,    7   pm,   Tyrone. 

Nov.    11,    7   pm,    Greencastle. 

Nov.    16,    County    Line. 

Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 

Nov.  16,  2,  4  and  6  pm,  Spring 
Creek. 

Nov.  16,  6  pm,  Mechanicsburg. 

Nov.    16,   6:30   pm,   Meyersdale. 

Nov.  23,  all  day,  Bermudian. 

Virginia 

Nov.      1,      4:30      pm,      Laurel 

Branch. 
Nov.  1,  6  pm,  Antioch. 
Nov.   2,   7:30   pm,   Staunton. 
Nov.    8,   7   pm,    Timberville    at 

Mt.  Olivet. 
Nov.    17,   Troutville. 

Washington 

Nov.  22,   Sunny  Slope. 
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lunch  on  the  lawn.  Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg  brought 
the  address  in  the  afternoon.  Bro.  Brougher  brought  with  him 
the  a  cappella  choir  from  his  church,  which  sang  two  beautiful 
numbers.  Bro.  J.  C.  Beahm  of  Greencastle,  also  a  former  min- 
ister at  this  place,  gave  a  short  but  interesting  talk.  Bro.  F.  A. 
Myers  of  Connellsville  was  another  speaker  in  the  afternoon. 
Bro.  Nedrow  spoke  again  in  the  evening.  Nature  was  in  our 
favor;  it  was  an  ideal  day  for  such  an  occasion.  Our  ladies' 
aid  is  an  active  organization,  holding  meetings  the  first  Thursday 
of  every  month.  The  men  have  just  recently  organized  their 
men's  work.  A  new  roof  has  been  put  on  the  church  building 
and  the  interior  has  been  papered.  On  Sept.  22  we  had  our  coun- 
cil meeting  with  a  large  attendance.  Church  officers  for  the  new 
year  were  elected  and  also  delegates  to  district  meeting.  In- 
stallation services  for  the  newly  elected  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  held  on  Sept.  28  after  the  church  service. 
Our  fall  meetings  will  begin  Nov.  3  and  end  with  the  love  feast 
on  Nov.  16.  Bro.  Walter  Berkebile  of  Rockwood,  Pa.,  will  be 
the  minister.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  grand  fall  and  win- 
ter with  many  opportunities  to  do  our  best  in  his  name.— Mrs. 
Otis  Saylor,  Stahlstown,  Pa.,  Oct.  6. 

Fredericksburg. — On  Sunday  morning,  July  6,  Bro.  Ira  Gibbel 
brought  a  message  in  German.  On  the  evening  of  July  12  and 
all  day  on  the  following  Sunday  a  home-coming  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Union  house.  There  was  a  fine  program  planned. 
Bro.  Henry  Bucher  brought  an  interesting  message  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Peace  at  the  Fredericksburg  church  on  the  evening  of 
July  27.  Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  4,  at  which  time 
our  licensed  ministers,  Mark  Wampler  and  Ira  Meyer,  and  our 
newly-elected  deacon,  Clyde  Bomberger,  were  installed.  Our 
daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  Aug.  4-15  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mrs.  Lucille  D.  Meyer.  The  total  enrollment  was  ninety- 
nine  and  the  average  daily  attendance  eighty-five.  The  offering 
amounted  to  $21.86.  Bro.  Hiram  Gingrich  delivered  a  helpful 
sermon  on  The  Simple  Life  on  Aug.  17  at  the  Fredericksburg 
house.  Harvest  home  services  were  held  on  Sept.  7  at  the  Union 
house  with  Bro.  Ammon  Meyer  as  the  speaker. — Mrs.  Light  M. 
Bomberger,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Oct.  7. 

Hatfield. — We  met  in  a  quarterly  business  council  on  Sept.  29 
with  our  elder,  Bro.  Norman  S.  Frederick,  presiding.  A  fair 
attendance  was  present  and  a  very  good  offering  was  lifted  to 
meet  our  regular  church  expenses.  Not  much  business  was 
transacted,  but  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  were  elected 
for  the  new  year.  Since  we  adopted  the  ballot  system  some 
years  ago  it  requires  less  time  to  vote  for  the  different  officers, 
as  both  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  are  voted  for  on  one 
ballot  sheet.  We  installed  an  amplifying  system  in  the  Hatfield 
church  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  hearing  is  impaired;  it  is 
a  wonderful  improvement.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  in  the 
Hatfield  church  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  Nov.  8,  at 
two  and  six  o'clock.  On  Oct.  26  Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland, 
Pa.,  will  begin  a  revival  service  here.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  this  time  with  great  interest. — J.  Herman  Rosenberger,  Soud- 
erton,  Pa.,  Oct.  3. 

Hollidaysburg. — On  Sept.  21  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  who  is  home 
from  India  on  furlough,  spoke  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  at 
the  young  people's  district  meeting.  Oct.  5  was  designated  as 
loyalty  day.  Our  theme  was  You  "Auto"  Go  to  Sunday  School. 
Different  members  of  the  Sunday  school  talked  on  the  parts  of 
an  automobile  in  relation  to  the  work  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Recognition  was  given  for  the  auto  that  came  the  farthest  and 
the  auto  that  brought  the  most  people  to  Sunday  school;  also  for 
the  oldest  and  newest  auto.  Our  Sunday  school  was  exceedingly 
large  on  this  Sunday.  We  are  hoping  that  this  program  will  give 
us  the  proper  start  for  the  new  year.  On  Sept.  31  Bro.  Wesley 
Brubaker  was  re-licensed  for  another  year.  We  feel  that  since 
he  is  located  now  in  Hollidaysburg  he  will  have  more  opportu- 
nity to  preach  than  when  he  was  located  in  Chicago. — Myra  Al- 
bright,  Hollidaysburg,   Pa.,   Oct.   5. 

Lewistown. — We  held  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school  for  two 
weeks,  which  was  very  well  attended.  We  did  not  have  any 
services  in  the  evening  in  August  as  we  co-operated  with  the 
churches  of  the  town  in  evening  vespers.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Har- 
old Snider,  had  his  vacation  during  the  month  of  August  and  is 
now  back  with  us.  He  has  a  splendid  program  arranged  for  the 
fall  and  winter  months.  The  Prophecy  class  meets  each  Tues- 
day evening,  and  prayer  meeting  and  Bible  study  are  held  on 
Wednesday  evening.  Both  of  these  classes  are  very  well  at- 
tended. The  Bible  studies  in  both  of  these  meetings  are  most 
interesting  and  instructive.  Our  church  council  meeting  was 
held  on  Oct.  2.  Elders  George  Detweiler  and  Calvert  Ellis  pre- 
sided, installing  Brother  and  Sister  E.  W.  Strauser  into  the  eld- 
ership in  a  very  impressive  service.  Bro.  Strauser  was  then 
elected  to  the  eldership  of  this  congregation.  Brethren  Boyd 
and  Wilbur  Ritter  were  recommended  to  the  deaconship  perma- 
nently.— Owen  O.  Brumbaugh,  Lewistown,  Pa.,  Oct.   7. 

Sugar  Valley. — Our  revival  meeting  began  on  July  27  and 
closed  Aug.  10.  Bro.  H.  H.  Nye  of  Huntingdon  was  the  evangel- 
ist. His  sermons  were  very  helpful  and  the  attendance  was  good. 
Two  young  people  united  with  the  church.  Bro.  Nye  officiated 
at  the  love  feast  on  Aug.  9.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  active. 
They  made  fifteen  garments  and  collected  four  bags  of  clothing 
for  relief.  Three  faithful  members  were  taken  by  death  during 
the  past  year.  Our  annual  council  was  held  on  Sept.  27.  It  was 
decided  to  have  the  Messenger  sent  to  the  head  of  the  home  of 
every  resident  family. — Mrs.  B.  F.   Long,  Mill   Hall,  Pa.,  Oct.  4. 


When  you  change  your  address,  please 
give  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it 
appeared  on  your  Messenger  or  Messenger 
wrapper,  then  state  how  you  want  your 
paper  to  come.  The  first  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  identify  each  subscriber,  the  second 
that  the  address  may  be  as  you  want  it. 
Allow  at  least  two  weeks  for  the  change  of 
address  to  be  made. 


Tennessee 
Johnson  City. — After  three  years  of  faithful  service  in  the  pas- 
toral work  here  Brother  and  Sister  C.  C.  Ikenberry  left  us  the 
first  of  July.  Bro.  Ikenberry  has  taken  up  the  work  as  business 
manager  of  Bridgewater  College.  On  the  last  Sunday  they  were 
with  us  the  church  enjoyed  a  picnic  dinner  and  social  time  at  the 
fishery.  Bro.  J.  C.  Wine  and  wife  served  as  summer  pastors  and 
they  continue  as  our  leaders.  A  good  vacation  Bible  school  was 
held,  ending  Aug.  1,  Our  church  entertained  the  district  meet- 
ing in  August.  A  pound  social  was  given  for  the  Wines  on 
Sept.  3.  On  Sept.  24  the  members  and  friends  were  entertained 
at  the  parsonage.  In  reorganizing  for  the  coming  year  Bro.  W.  H. 
Swadley  was  re-elected  as  elder  and  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. Bro.  Wine  has  organized  a  boys'  club  which  meets  every 
Saturday  afternoon.  Our  revival  meeting,  which  will  be  held 
for  two  weeks,  beginning  Oct.  26,  will  be  conducted  by  Brother 
and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield. — Minnie  White  Range,  Jonesboro, 
Tenn.,  Oct.  7. 

Virginia 

Beaver  Creek. — Bro.  Everette  Reed  conducted  our  revival 
meeting  in  August,  giving  us  very  helpful  sermons.  One  ac- 
cepted Christ.  We  elected  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
for  the  coming  year  at  our  last  council  meeting  on  Sept.  27.  Bro. 
Leonard  Boothe  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  25,  beginning  at  four  o'clock. — Mrs. 
Herman  Spangler,  Floyd,  Va.,  Oct.  9. 

Laurel  Branch. — We  met  in  an  every-member  council  meeting 
on  Sept.  20  with  Eld.  L.  D.  Bowman  as  moderator.  The  annual 
church  visit  was  made  at  this  time  to  the  fifty-one  members  pres- 
ent. Bro.  Maynard  Hylton  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Nov.  1,  at 
4:30   p.   m.— Julia   Reed,    Floyd,   Va.,    Sept.   29. 

Peters  Creek. — We  held  our  regular  quarterly  council  meeting 
on  Aug.  26  with  Eld.  J.  S.  Showalter  presiding.  The  officers  for 
the  year  beginning  Oct.  1  were  elected.  Bro.  Showalter  was 
chosen  elder,  Bro.  R.  L.  Strickler  pastor,  and  Bro.  Harold  Craun 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  A  very  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  was  held  during  the  summer  with  an  enrollment  of 
seventy-seven  and  an  average  attendance  of  sixty-three.  Two  of 
our  young  people  attended  Camp  Bethel  in  July.  The  church 
roof  has  recently  been  repaired  and  painted,  and  the  road  has 
been  widened  and  improved.  Several  of  our  folks  attended  the 
regional  conference  at  Bridgewater  during  the  latter  part  of 
August.  The  aid  society  was  reorganized  with  Sister  Ruth 
Plunkett  president.  Bro.  Harold  Rowe  of  Richmond  came  to  us 
on  Sept.  14  and  conducted  one  week  of  revival  services.  The  in- 
terest and  attendance  were  good.  As  a  result  four  were  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  having 
Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack,  who  is  conducting  a  revival  in  a  neigh- 
boring congregation,  officiate  at  our  communion  service  on 
Oct.  5.— Beulah  G.  Plunkett,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Oct.  9. 

West  Virginia 

Old  Furnace. — On  Aug.  11  a  young  Christian  minister  from 
Russia  spoke  to  us  of  the  conditions  in  his  country  and  the 
persecution  of  the  Christians  there.  We  met  in  regular  council 
on  Sept.  20  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  presiding. 
Along  with  much  routine  business,  our  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected.  Bro.  McKinley  Grapes  is  the  superintendent. 
It  was  definitely  decided  to  remodel  our  church.  Our  building 
fund  is  growing.  We  had  our  love  feast  on  Sept.  27.  Besides 
our  local  ministers,  we  had  with  us  Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  from  Bur- 
lington, W.  Va.,  and  Bro.  Lester  Bucher  from  Myerstown,  Pa. 
Quite  a  number  of  our  members  attended  the  district  meeting 
at  the  Beaver  Run  church.  Brethren  McKinley  Grapes  and 
Charles  Bohrer  served  as  delegates.  Our  ladies'  aid  was  well 
represented  in  the  women's  work  meeting.  On  the  evening  of 
Oct.  7  Sister  Anna  Hutchison,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
spoke  to  us  of  her  late  experiences  in  China.  Jennings  Whit- 
acre is  the  president  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  Ruth  Whitacre  is  the 
adult  adviser.  The  president  of  our  ladies'  aid  is  Ruth  Whitacre. 
Our  year  was  closed  with  a  good  balance  in  the  treasury,  and  the 
aid  made  up  the  Messenger  Club. — Ruth  Whitacre,  Keyser,  W. 
Va.,  Oct.  14. 
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BIBEE  GAME/  ECC  CHRI/TMAJ 

Add  value  and  interest  to  leisure  time  by  using  a 
Bible  game — Instructive,  Entertaining  and  Inspiring — 
Suitable  for  home,  Y.  P.  D.  Groups,  Adult  Socials. 

EAR- WAY  —  EYE-WAY  —  PLAY- WAY 
BIBLE  TRAV-E-LOG  GAME 

A  colorful  16x22  playing  board  which  pictures  the  Bible  Story 
from  the  Garden  of  Eden  to  the  Birth  of  Jesus.  A  booklet  relating  the 
story  illustrated  accompanies  the  playing  board  along  with  three 
hundred  quiz  slips,  pawns  and  playing  directions.  Price,  50c  post- 
paid. 

TRAV-E-LOG  OF  CHRIST 

Dr.   J.  W.  Turnbull 

In  size  similar  to  Bible  Trav-E-Log,  but  portraying  the  Life  of  Christ  from  his  birth  to  the  ascension.  Handbook, 
three  hundred  quiz  slips.     Price,  50c  postpaid. 

JUNIOR    TRAV-E-LOG    GAME 

A  Game  for  Boys  and  Girls 

Chart  is  same  as  in  TRAV-E-LOG  OF  CHRIST.  The  handbook  has  been  simplified  for  children  and  one  hundred 
elementary  but  interesting  questions  used.  It  is  easy  to  play  and  designed  to  bring  the  Gospel  Story  to  children  in  a 
manner  that  will  make  it  unforgettable.     Complete  set,  25c. 

BRETHREN    PUBLISHING    HOUSE,    Elgin,    Illinois 


WHY  WE  NEED  A  NEW  COCK  BCCK 

"At  least  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  do  not  have  what  can  be 
called  good  diets  by  any  reasonable  standards.  At  least  forty  millions  are  suffering  from 
very  bad  diets.  It  is  not  surprising  that  40%  of  the  young  men  examined  for  military  serv- 
ice are  being  rejected  because  of  physical  disability." — Vice-President  Henry  Wallace  at 
the  National  Nutrition  Conference  in  Washington,  D.  C,  May  26,  1941. 

Many  Americans  are  literally  starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty  because  they  are  not  giv- 
ing attention  to  wholesome  economical  cooking.  We  believe  the  practical  cooks  in  our 
church  can  make  a  contribution  toward  a  more  nourishing  diet.  If  you  have  a  new,  re- 
vised, or  old  favorite  recipe  that  you  think  should  go  into  a  New  Inglenook  Cook  Book, 
please  let  us  have  it. 

Name  of  recipe 

List  of  ingredients  (give  specific  amounts)  for  a  recipe  serving  six  persons — 


Directions: 


Sender's  name 


Town    Street    or   R.   D State     

□  Check  here  if  you  will  want  a  new  cook  book.     Our  present  plan  is  to  publish  the  book  to  sell  at  $1.00  per  copy. 
Special  rates   to  Aid   Societies.     For   information  write:   Brethren  Publishing  House,  16-24  South~State  St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 
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THE  STCRY  Of  CUR  CHURCH 

J.  E.  Miller 

The  only  up-to-date  history  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  written  by 
one  who  has  years  of  intimate  contacts  with  the  leaders  of  the  church  dur- 
ing the  past  fifty  years  or  more. 

Here  is  how  one  pastor  used  the  book: 

"I  enjoyed  reading  your  book  this  summer.  It  was  good  to  read  the 
truths  we  like  to  hear  again  and  again  about  our  church  and  I  found  many 
new  things,  too,  in  THE  STORY  OF  OUR  CHURCH.  In  fact  after  Confer- 
ence and  with  your  new  book  I  decided  to  preach  five  sermons  on  "The 
Brethren,  Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow."  This  Sunday  I  close  the 
series,  speaking  on  the  significance  of  our  denomination  joining  the  Fed- 
eral Council  and  the  general  question  of  church  unity. 

(Signed)  Bernard  N.   King." 

Many  pastors  have  ordered  copies  on  consignment  and  sold  these  books  to  their  mem- 
bers.    One  pastor  ordered  three  different  shipments  and  said  he  could  have  used  one  or  two 

more-  Priced  at  $1.25  postpaid 


MEET  HENRY  KURTZ 

H.  A.  Brandt 

READ  WHAT  THEY  SAY  ABOUT  THIS  BOOK: 

"Dear  Brother  Brandt:  This  is  to  say  that  on  my  way  home  from 
the  Conference  I  read  your  recent  book,  Meet  Henry  Kurtz,  and  I  en- 
joyed it  immensely.  I  trust  it  will  be  widely  read  by  both  young  and 
old.  It  is  not  only  informing,  but  reveals  a  conviction  and  high  loyalty 
that  cannot  but  be  inspiring  to  all  who  read  its  pages.  And  parts  of  it 
are  almost  romantic.  I  read  it  through  with  keenest  interest,  and  shall 
use  my  influence  to  encourage  others  to  read  it. 

Very  sincerely, 

(Signed)  Anna  M.  Hutchison." 

"There  was  just  one  man  who  ought  to  have  written  this  book  and  that  was  the  author 
of  Christopher  Sower  and  Son.  «■  This  year  (1941)  is  the  Ninetieth  Anniversary  of  the  rein- 
troduction  of  the  printing  press  into  the  Brethren's  usage.  It  was  most  fitting  that  this  bi- 
ography of  the  pioneer  printer,  publisher,  and  editor  should  appear  this  year.  The  book  is 
written  in  a  manner  that  compels  the  reader's  attention.  By  a  legitimate  use  of  imagination 
the  author  has  so  united  documentary  facts  that  the  book  reads  as  interestingly  as  any  novel. 
Little-known  facts  concerning  Kurtz  are  given  proper  publicity.  For  instance,  his  fondness  for 
and  ownership  of  a  pipe-organ  need  to  be  remembered  in  evaluating  the  Western  influence 
on  Brethren  church  life.  One  secures  an  appreciation  of  Brethren  periodicals'  development 
through  reading  this  book.  An  unintended  effect  of  the  book  is  to  give  one  a  rather  accurate 
vignette  of  nineteenth  century  American  life." — F.  E.  Mallott. 

Priced  at  $1.00  postpaid 

Books  make  valuable  Christmas  gifts.     Order  today.     Avoid  delay. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around  the  World . . . 


It  is  estimated  that  90  per  cent  of 
all  employed  persons  in  the  United 
States  can  be  trained  for  their  occu- 
pations in  less  than  six  months. 

Spanish  is  now  a  compulsory  sub- 
ject for  grades  two  through  six  in 
the  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  schools. 
Lessons  are  mainly  conversational 
and  idiomatic. 

The  combined  expenditures  of  the 

CCC  and  NYA  are  currently  over 
$400,000,000,  or  about  one  fifth  as 
much  as  the  total  cost  of  public  edu- 
cation in  the  states. 

In  proportion  to  population,  more 
persons  above  the  age  of  fourteen 
are  in  full-time  attendance  at  school 
and  college  in  the  United  States  than 
in  any  other  country. 

The  establishment  of  a  junior  col- 
lege at  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  is  being 
considered.  The  University  of 
Alaska  at  Fairbanks  is  the  only 
higher  institution  in  the  territory. 

An  important  church  body  in  one 

of  the  occupied  countries  of  Europe 
has  secretly  joined  the  World  Coun- 
cil of  Churches.  Total  membership 
in  the  Council  now  is  75  major  non- 
Roman  bodies  in  27  countries. 

Colleges  help  students  in  the 
United  States  to  finance  their  way 
to  the  tune  of  over  $50,000,000  ac- 
cording to  the  Office  of  Education. 
A  fifth  of  this  amount  is  supplied  by 
the  NYA  while  the  remainder  comes 
from  the  colleges  through  scholar- 
ships, loans  or  wages. 

More  libraries  are  being  estab- 
lished in  Africa.  One  is  in  the  west- 
ern native  township  of  Johannes- 
burg and  another  at  the  Bantu  men's 
social  center  in  Johannesburg.  In 
West  Africa  a  representative  of  the 
Carnegie  Corporation,  Miss  Fegan,  is 
working  on  plans  for  more  libraries. 

Junior    high    school    students    in 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  have  made  three 
films  under  the  guidance  of  a  teach- 
er, J.  J.  McPherson,  who  has  a 
photographic  turn  of  mind.  One 
film  shows  the  planning  of  a  school 
play,  another  is  an  interview  be- 
tween two  students  and  a  vocational 
guidance  expert,  and  the  third  is  an 
outgrowth  of  a  study  of  housing. 


Practice  teachers  at  St.  Norbert 
College,  West  De  Pere,  Wisconsin, 
teach  courses  in  the  regular  high 
school  curriculum  to  inmates  of  the 
Wisconsin  State  Reformatory. 

The  Harvard  Divinity  School  was 

the  only  branch  of  the  university  to 
announce  an  increase  in  registration, 
as  a  total  of  7,004  students  enrolled 
for  the  current  academic  year.  The 
number  in  the  divinity  school  is  86. 

Each  state,  in  the  not  very  distant 
future,  may  have  its  own  chain  of 
educational  radio  stations  serving 
school  and  community  educational 
needs.  This  prediction  has  been 
made  possible  by  the  action  of  the 
Federal  Communications  Commis- 
sion. 

To  improve  the  educational  prepa- 
ration of  Negro  ministers,  the  North 
Carolina  state  department  of  public 
instruction  and  the  Duke  University 
divinity  school  are  co-operating  in 
the  establishment  of  a  department 
of  religious  education  at  the  North 
Carolina  College  for  Negroes. 

As  a  further  means  for  achieving 
hemispheric  solidarity,  the  depart- 
ment of  secondary  teachers  of  the 
National  Educational  Association  has 
established  a  committee  on  inter- 
American  relations.  The  committee 
will  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  edu- 
cational materials  and  information 
on  inter-American  relations. 

The   University  of   Kentucky  has 

established  the  first  short-wave  edu- 
cational radio  system  in  the  United 
States  designed  to  serve  a  county 
unit.  Each  weekday  from  Monday 
through  Friday,  WBKY  offers  pro- 
grams for  the  schools  on  music  ap- 
preciation, social  sciences,  natural 
sciences,  etc.,  as  well  as  programs  for 
adults. 

The  value  of   educational   forums 

and  public  discussion,  which  have 
been  promoted  during  the  past  six 
years  by  the  United  States  Office  of 
Education,  has  been  re-emphasized 
recently  by  President  Roosevelt.  He 
has  requested  Federal  Security  Ad- 
ministrator Paul  B.  McNutt  to  de- 
velop a  nation-wide  program  of  pub- 
lic discussion  on  the  problems  aris- 
ing from  the  world  crisis. 


The  more  serious  the  content  of 

radio  programs,  the  less  their 
popularity  among  the  lower  in- 
come and  cultural  groups.  It  is 
estimated  that  a  weekly  audience 
of  three  or  four  million — or  an  ex- 
ceptional ten  million — listen  regu- 
larly to  such  programs  as  the 
Town  Meeting  of  the  Air,  the  Peo- 
ple's Platform  and  the  University 
of  Chicago  Round  Table.  Lead- 
ing entertainment  programs  at- 
tract audiences  of  thirty  to  forty 
million.  Those  who  listen  most  to 
the  radio  listen  least  to  the  educa- 
tional programs. 

Local  draft  boards  have  received 
permission  from  Selective  Service 
headquarters  to  postpone  the  mili- 
tary service  of  college  students  in 
cases  where  immediate  induction 
would  cause  "undue  hardship." 

Approximately     500    communities 

in  38  states  now  release  public 
school  pupils  during  school  hours 
for  religious  education.  In  approxi- 
mately three  fourths  of  the  states 
the  laws  permit  or  require  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible  at  some  appropriate 
time  during  the  school  program. 

Expenditures  of  federal  funds  to 

build  schools  in  defense  areas  are 
being  approved  by  President  Roose- 
velt. The  funds,  administered  by 
the  Federal  Works  Agency,  are  pro- 
vided under  the  Lanham  Act,  ap- 
proved July  1,  which  appropriated 
$150,000,000  for  hospitals,  sanitary 
facilities,  recreation  centers  and 
schools  in  defense  areas. 

Illinois  and  Oklahoma  have  or- 
ganized state  councils  on  rural  life 
and  education  with  key  representa- 
tives of  state-wide  agencies  with 
education  programs.  This  is  an  ini- 
tial step  in  the  diagnosis  of  problems 
of  rural  education  and  in  the  de- 
velopment of  appropriate  lines  of  ac- 
tion which  will  strengthen  not  only 
the  school  but  the  other  social  in- 
stitutions of  the  countryside. 
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A  Modern  Prodigal 

We  do  not  know  why,  but  there  seems  to  be  less 
hush  hush  about  drinking  and  driving  than  there 
once  was.  Of  course  anyone  with  any  wits  knows 
that  they  do  not  mix,  but  for  a  metropolitan  news- 
paper to  admit  the  fact  either  by  inference  or  di- 
rect statement  is  something  new  under  the  sun. 

But  the  unusual  is  happening.  A  story  in  the 
self-styled  world's  greatest  newspaper  for  Oct.  21, 
1941,  relates  how  a  young  man,  who  had  borrowed 
his  brother's  car  without  permission,  made  a  round 
of  seven  or  eight  taverns  taking  on  a  cargo  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  drinks,  and  finally  wound  up 
by  running  down  and  killing  a  traffic  policeman  at 
a  busy  intersection. 

Yes,  indeed,  the  young  drunk  wept  bitterly 
when  he  faced  the  coroner's  jury  and  the  victim's 
widow.  It  was  hard  to  tell  whether  he  was  crying 
because  the  policeman  left  two  small  children, 
was  not  covered  by  any  special  insurance,  or  be- 
cause he  was  unhappy  over  the  mess  he  had  made 
of  his  personal  affairs. 

Between  spells  of  weeping  the  twenty-seven- 
year-old  drunk  admitted  several  things.  For  ex- 
ample, at  the  time  of  the  accident  there  was  riding 
with  him  a  man  and  a  girl  he  had  picked  up  at  a 
tavern.  He  did  not  know  their  names  and  they  fled 
after  the  accident. 

Such  is  the  tale  one  can  tell  of  the  happenings  in 
the  life  of  one  modern  prodigal.  Many  who  read 
this  will  pray  that  his  tribe  may  decrease. 

H.   A.  B. 

Will  He  Find  Faith? 

That  was  the  timelier  question  Jesus  put  to  his 
followers  when  they  were  so  worried  about  getting 
vengeance  on  their  adversaries.  Wasn't  God  ever 
going  to  attend  to  that?  You  leave  that  to  him, 
Jesus  said,  and  give  yourselves  to  the  more  be- 
fitting task  of  keeping  faith  alive. 

Faith  in  what?    In  himself  as  the  Supreme  Re- 


vealer  of  God  and  Savior  of  men?  Most  assuredly, 
but  consider  two  simple  implications  of  this  pri- 
mary truth,  so  much  discounted  now. 

Noting  the  strong  trend  in  high  places  as  well  as 
low,  one  is  compelled  to  wonder  whether  faith  in 
the  value  of  integrity  can  survive  the  terrific  on- 
slaughts against  it.  The  apologies  and  excuses 
offered  for  current  delinquencies  in  this  supposed- 
ly basic  virtue  are  positively  sickening. 

How  about  faith  in  the  power  of  good  to  over- 
come evil,  in  the  superior  strength  of  goodwill  over 
that  of  any  and  all  aggregations  of  material  might? 
Can  that  live  in  the  malignant  atmosphere  of  our 
time?  This  is  a  far  more  important  question  than 
what  becomes  of  the  neutrality  act. 

The  answer  to  these  questions  is  that  the  Son  of 
man  will  find  faith  on  the  earth  because  there  are 
some  people  who  will  not  let  it  die.  You  are  one 
of  them,  aren't  you?  e.  f. 

Story  of  the  Gish  Fund 

Simple,  yet  full  of  interest,  is  the  story  of  how 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  may  se- 
cure books  at  a  very  low  cost. 

James  R.  and  Barbara  Gish  did  much  mission 
work  on  the  frontier  at  their  own  expense.  After 
the  Civil  War  they  visited  nearly  all  the  churches 
in  Tennessee,  riding  their  horses  from  congrega- 
tion to  congregation.  They  found  Arkansas  a 
fruitful  field  and  established  churches  as  a  result 
of  their  labors.  James  did  the  preaching;  Aunt 
Barbara  led  the  singing;  both  joined  in  the  visit- 
ing and  personal  work. 

They  were  both  good  business  managers.  They 
were  interested  in  the  lumber  business  and  in 
farming.  As  they  lived  the  simple  life  their  ex- 
penses never  were  high.  Naturally  funds  accum- 
ulated.   These  they  spent  and  invested  wisely. 

As  they  lived  in  the  days  of  the  free  ministry 
they  were  eager  to  locate  ministers  in  needy 
places.    Their  plan  was  to  buy  a  farm,  place  on  it 
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a  minister  who  knew  how  to  manage  it  and  would 
at  the  same  time  serve  the  congregation  in  things 
spiritual.  They  would  then  sell  the  farm  to  the 
minister  on  terms  that  he  could  meet.  This  done, 
they  were  ready  to  locate  the  next  minister.  Thus 
the  years  came  and  went.  James  took  sick.  Both 
knew  what  was  coming  and  made  provision. 

On  Feb.  17,  1896,  James  made  a  will.  As  they 
had  no  children  and  as  both  had  always  labored 
together,  he  left  his  entire  estate,  valued  between 
$50,000  and  $60,000,  to  his  beloved  wife  Barbara, 
without  any  instructions  as  to  what  she  should 
do  with  the  property.  On  April  30  he  died  at  Stutt- 
gart, Ark.  The  body  was  brought  to  the  old  home 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  near  Roanoke,  111. 

During  their  married  life  Aunt  Barbara  had  de- 
pended on  her  husband  to  handle  most  of  the  busi- 
ness affairs.  His  death  and  will  threw  upon  her  a 
weighty  responsibility.  She  soon  found  herself 
face  to  face  with  serious  problems.  She  turned  to 
Philip  A.  Moore,  a  man  in  whom  she  had  complete 
confidence,  for  assistance.  He  was  sympathetic, 
but  pleaded  his  age  as  a  reason  for  not  accepting 
any  new  responsibility.  He  did,  however,  turn  to 
his  nephew,  J.  H.  Moore,  editor  of  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger and  a  close  friend  of  the  Gishes.  The  two  to- 
gether suggested  that  Aunt  Barbara  seek  the  help 
of  Thomas  Keiser,  a  farmer-preacher,  whose  ad- 
vice she  could  safely  follow.  Thus  Keiser  became 
her  adviser  in  her  business  affairs. 

In  the  winter  of  1896-1897  Keiser  came  to  Mount 
Morris,  111.,  at  which  time  he  and  J.  H.  Moore 
canvassed  the  situation.  Bro.  Moore  suggested 
how  the  Gish  estate  might  be  handled  in  a  way 
that  would  assure  Aunt  Barbara  all  the  funds  she 
would  need  during  her  life  and  after  her  death  be- 
come a  memorial  that  would  help  provide  relief 
for  retired  and  disabled  ministers  and  missionar- 
ies, and  books  for  ministers  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  a  nominal  cost.  This  plan  was  ex- 
plained to  Aunt  Barbara.  She  was  favorably  im- 
pressed but  asked  for  time  till  Annual  Meeting  to 
think  it  over  more  fully. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Frederick,  Md.,  she 
met  with  the  General  Mission  Board  and  together 
they  studied  every  phase  of  the  proposition.  She 
liked  the  plan  but  asked  for  more  time.  She  was 
not  a  woman  to  rush  into  anything  without  think- 
ing it  through  from  every  angle.  Once  she  had 
settled  a  matter  it  remained  settled.  Just  then 
she  was  thinking. 

By  chance  (or  was  it  providential?)  C.  B.  Smith 
of  Red  Cloud,  Nebr.,  sent  a  bit  of  church  news  that 
appeared  in  the  Gospel  Messenger,  Dec.  18,  1897, 
page  811,  in  which  were  these  words:  "Our  hearts 
were  made  glad  by  having  Aunt  Barbara'  Gish 


visit  us.  She  made  many  friends  during  her  short 
stay  with  us.  Few  people  are  doing  more  for  the 
cause  than  Aunt  Barbara.  She  went  from  here  to 
Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  where  she  expects  to  spend  the 
winter." 

The  keen  eye  of  Editor  Moore  caught  this  bit  of 
good  news.  He  at  once  wrote  to  Daniel  Vaniman 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  who  was  then  in  the  employ 
of  the  General  Mission  Board,  urging  him  to  see 
Aunt  Barbara  at  his  earliest  opportunity,  as  this 
might  be  the  very  time  to  complete  the  arrange- 
ment under  consideration. 

Bro.  Vaniman  met  her  and  found  her  ready  to 
sign  the  proper  papers.  A  telegram  asked  Thomas 
Keiser  to  come  to  Burr  Oak  at  once  and  to  bring 
all  of  Aunt  Barbara's  papers  with  him.  Bro.  Keiser 
arrived,  the  papers  were  considered  and  as  a  re- 
sult Aunt  Barbara  placed  her  name  to  the  docu- 
ment which  gave  her  $1,000  a  year  during  life 
in  return  for  which  she  turned  all  her  property 
over  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  above  stated. 
I  met  Aunt  Barbara  a  number  of  times  after  this. 
She  was  always  happy  over  the  arrangement.  She 
lived  economically  and  made  good  use  of  any  sur- 
plus in  her  hands. 

Such  is  the  simple  story  of  how  the  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  are  able  to  secure 
books  at  a  very  low  price,  and  missionaries  and 
ministers,  who  have  retired,  are  blessed  through 
the  labors  of  James  R.  and  Barbara  Gish.  We 
should  not  forget  the  part  that  J.  H.  Moore,  Dan- 
iel Vaniman,  Thomas  Keiser  and  C.  B.  Smith 
played  in  this  move. 

Today  there  are  other  husbands  and  wives  who 
might  be  led  to  an  equally  wise  use  of  their  funds, 
if  you  who  can  will  help  them  see  what  is  within 
their  power.  J.  e.  m. 

The  Wisdom  of  Grandmothers 

They  have  seen  so  much  of  life.  Many  times 
they  know  the  answer  when  the  experts  do  not. 

A  man  at  the  breakfast  table  was  asking  for  an 
interpretation  of  his  dream.  He  seemed  a  bit 
eager  to  tell  it,  although  there  was  little  sense  to 
his  story.  It  had  no  coherence,  no  unity.  He  re- 
membered only  snatches,  here  and  there. 

At  length  when  no  one  offered  a  suggestion, 
grandmother  spoke  up  and  said:  "I  think  it  means 
that  you  ate  too  much  vegetable  soup  for  supper 
last  night.  You  had  two  helpings  when  one  would 
have  been  enough."  Her  sensible  interpretation 
won  general  assent. 

"The  prophet  that  hath  a  dream,  let  him  tell  a 
dream;  and  he  that  hath  my  word,  let  him  speak 
my  word  faithfully"   (Jer.  23:28).  e.  f. 
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Adorning  the  Doctrine 


BY   JAMES    M.    MOORE 


In  January  of  1939  there  appeared  in  the  Mes- 
senger under  the  above  caption  a  short  article  by 
our  esteemed  editor  which  was  characteristically 
thought  stimulating.  Several  things  have  grown 
out  of  that  thinking. 

In  Titus  2:  1-10  the  veteran  elder  tells  a  younger 
elder  how  people  on  the  island  of  Crete  could 
"adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Savior  in  all 
things."  Paul  was  quite  certain  that  the  Cretans 
needed  some  rather  definite  suggestions  along  that 
line. 

Even  a  fairly  careful  study  of  those  ten  verses 
will  reveal  six  points  for  aged  men,  four  for  aged 
women,  seven  for  young  women,  six  for  young 
men  and  some  good  instructions  for  servants.  A 
sincere  application  of  those  suggestions  to  daily 
life  would  do  something  fine  for  the  teachings  of 
the  Scripture. 

To  adorn  is  to  ornament  or  make  beautiful,  and 
there  are  a  good  many  Scripture  teachings  that 
need  to  have  their  beauty  revealed.  It  is  there,  if 
we  will  only  give  it  a  chance  to  show  itself. 

There  are  some  attitudes  that  will  not  adorn  the 
doctrine.  We  might  analyze  it  in  all  its  technical 
exactness  until  we  would  have  nothing  left.  Or 
we  might  argue  about  it  with  such  ferocity  that 
we  lose  the  very  Christian  spirit  the  doctrine  is 
meant  to  promote.  There  certainly  would  be  no 
gain  in  that. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  show  forth  in  our  lives 
the  real  spirit  of  any  scriptural  teaching  will  make 
that  teaching  attractive.  This  is  what  Paul  had  in 
mind  when  in  Rom.  12:  1,  2  he  told  us  how  to 
"prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  per- 
fect will  of  God."  Then  to  demonstrate  in  life  the 
things  Paul  says  in  the  remainder  of  that  chapter 
would  certain1  y  reveal  much  of  their  beauty. 

Take  also,  for  example,  some  of  the  teachings 
that  come  to  our  minds  when  we  speak  of  doctrine. 
The  religious  rite  of  feet  washing  is  one  of  these. 
To  adorn  that  doctrine  we  need  to  bring  out  its 
simplicity,  give  it  due  but  not  undue  prominence 
in  connection  with  the  love  feast  service,  and  so 
to  arrange  that  everything  is  thoroughly  becom- 
ing. Then  we  must  make  the  life  conform  to  the 
profession  we  make  in  observing  it. 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  beautiful  service.  It  and 
other  expressions  of  fellowship  in  the  early  church 
caused  the  onlookers  to  say,  "See  how  these  Chris- 
tians love  one  another."  Paul  in  1  Cor.  11  was 
trying  to  get  the  Corinthian  members  to  eliminate 


the  unsightly  things  so  they  might  adorn  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  communion. 

Unsightly  conditions  persisted  in  asserting 
themselves  until  finally  the  supper  was  dropped 
from  the  practice  of  the  early  church.  Eld.  D.  L. 
Miller,  on  his  visit  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia 
in  1892-93,  had  an  interview  with  the  archbishop 
of  Smyrna.  In  that  interview  the  archbishop  said: 
"The  Greek  church  practiced  the  feast  of  love  at 
first,  but  when  abuses  crept  into  the  observance 
of  the  agape  it  was  set  aside,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
this  was  done." 

To  adorn  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  we 
should  avoid  anything  that  would  offend  our  finer 
sensibilities,  and  take  special  thought  for  fitness. 
We  should  also  see  to  it  that  the  supper  is  a  sin- 
cere expression  of  a  love  that  truly  exists. 

The  communion  is  another  beautiful  service, 
an  expression  of  profession  of  spiritual  purity 
through  the  broken  body  and  shed  blood  of  our 
Lord.  It  might  be  made  unsightly  by  partaking  of 
the  emblems  thoughtlessly  or  in  levity,  or  while 
purposely  harboring  sin  in  the  heart  and  life.  Or 
its  beauty  may  be  unfolded  by  preceding  it  with  a 
sincere  self-examination  of  heart,  followed  by 
humble  penitence  of  all  known  sin,  and  by  par- 
taking of  the  emblems  thoughtfully  and  reverent- 

iy. 

The  doctrine  of  the  simple  life  possibly  has  at 
times  been  shorn  of  its  attractiveness  by  trying  to 
promote  it  in  a  spirit  of  harshness  and  inconsisten- 
cy that  did  harm  rather  than  good.  We  need  to 
adorn  this  doctrine  of  the  simple  life  with  all  of  the 
charm  the  Scriptures  have  put  into  it.  Such 
adornment  can  result  only  in  good. 

Today  there  is  just  as  much  need  of  adorning 
the  doctrine  of  God  our  Savior  as  there  was  when 
Paul  wrote  to  Titus  on  the  island  of  Crete.  And 
no  better  way  has  been  found  to  do  it  than  the  way 
Paul  recommended  in  his  epistle  to  Titus  and  else- 
where. 

Lititz,  Pa. 


Thank  God  for  Our  Preachers 

BY    OLIVE   A.    SMITH 

I  am  wondering  how  many  readers  can,  with 
me,  look  back  and  recall  instances  where  the  per- 
sonality of  a  preacher,  plus  his  thinking  and  speak- 
ing, has  led  us  through  deep  waters.  As  a  class, 
their  activities  carry  less  weight  than  in  former 
years.    They  come  in  for  much  criticism  and  many 
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fall  by  the  wayside.  Yet  their  leadership  remains 
one  of  the  vital  factors  for  which  we  should  be 
particularly  grateful. 

Perhaps  it  was  because  the  influences  of  my 
childhood  and  early  youth  made  religion  seem,  as 
it  still  seems,  the  most  vital  interest  in  life  that 
I  have  always  been  singularly  responsive  to  the 
thought  life  of  the  good  pulpiteer.  It  has  been 
interesting  to  watch  the  change  that  has  come  to 
the  American  pulpit.  The  preacher  of  today,  and 
tomorrow,  sees  his  responsibility  toward  making 
the  present  world  conform  to  a  new  social  and  eco- 
nomic order.  He  sees  eternity  as  here  and  now, 
and  so  endeavors  to  make  a  new  heaven  and  a 
new  earth.  But,  through  it  all,  there  is  the  simple, 
yet  mysterious  fact  of  personality,  operating  to 
make  real  and  practical  his  line  of  thought  and  his 
uttered  words. 

To  an  amusing  degree,  I  recall  various  preachers 
who  have  been  especially  helpful,  by  some  simple 
saying  which  gripped  my  attention  and  challenged 
its  truthfulness  in  my  personal  experience.  There 
was  one  youthful  leader  of  a  city  church  who  was 
a  bit  bombastic  in  his  attitude  toward  his  people. 
The  saying  which  I  remember  in  connection  with 
him  seems  not  particularly  representative  of  him, 
yet  it  persists.  Repeatedly  I  heard  him  say,  "If  we 
take  from  Christianity  its  mystic  element,  little 
remains." 

To  all  outward  appearances,  that  "mystic  ele- 
ment" was  not  predominant  in  his  make-up,  yet 
that  is  the  sentence  which  stays  with  me.  An- 
other proof  that  personality  is  a  strange  thing. 

Another  able  city  preacher  had  the  habit  of  re- 
iterating a  three-word  sentence,  "Life  is  spiritual." 
There  were  varied  and  almost  endless  amplifica- 
tions of  that  statement,  but  the  words  stand  out  as 
representative  of  him,  in  my  mind,  and  the  thought 
has  formed  the  basis  for  many  a  needed  season  of 
restored  faith  and  courage. 

Most  lasting  of  all  was  the  matchless  calm  and 
poise  of  a  certain  Pacific  Coast  minister  whose 
task  was  the  upholding  of  a  people's  courage  in  a 
time  of  deepest  depression  day  darkness.  He  was 
a  veritable  magician  in  the  art  of  making  the  un- 
seen things  more  real  than  the  things  that  are 
seen.  As  an  amusing  coincidence,  a  certain  motor 
company  coined  the  slogan  of  "floating  power" 
during  those  days  when  we  listened  to  this  min- 
ister's messages  of  helpfulness.  But  it  was  more 
than  a  coincidence.  Every  time  I  see,  or  hear,  the 
words  "floating  power,"  I  recall  the  reality  of  that 
spirit  of  nonresistance,  of  simple,  but  superhuman 
faith,  which  he  was  able  to  bring  to  his  hearers. 

Later  developments  have  brought  out  the 
preaching  which  has  more  to  do  with  industrial 


and  economic  conditions.  There  is  the  preacher 
who  delves  deeply  into  the  mental  and  physical 
sciences,  seeing  only  a  beautiful  harmony,  rather 
than  a  discord,  between  science  and  religion. 
There  is  the  militant  preacher  of  moral  reform, 
and  countless  other  types,  each  speaking  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Master,  as  he  best  sees  it.  And  behind 
the  work  of  each  is  that  mystic  element  of  per- 
sonality, which  points  the  message.  Who  can  ever 
forget  the  effect  of  contact  with  a  great  missionary 
personality  like  that  of  E.  Stanley  Jones?  For  our 
preachers  in  these  troubled  times  let  us  be  truly 
thankful. 
San  Diego,  Calif. 


God  Speaks 

BY  LEO  LILLIAN  WISE 

Some  years  ago  upon  the  literary  page  of  a  Sun- 
day newspaper  I  came  across  the  following  poem 
which  the  editor  said  he  considered  as  the  finest 
expression  of  truth,  and  he  deeply  regretted  the 
fact  that  he  did  not  know  who  had  written  it. 

I  think  God  went  on  talking 

When  his  Book  had  gone  to  press; 
That  he  continued  speaking 

To  the  listening  sons  of  man; 
I  think  his  voice  is  busy  yet 

To  teach  and  guide  and  bless; 
That  every  time  we  ask  for  light, 

He  calls  to  us  again. 

Just  as  we  cannot  consider  life  itself  as  a  closed 
affair,  we  should  recognize  that  God  continues  to 
bring  revelations  to  men  through  each  successive 
generation. 

And  how  does  he  speak?  In  many  ways.  Each 
generation  has  to  learn  God's  lessons  through  the 
unfolding  of  life.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  that 
many  times  through  the  obstinacy  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  group  these  lessons  are  seemingly 
eclipsed  by  outright  disobedience  to  the  higher 
principles  of  righteous  living. 

God  speaks  to  us  through  individual  insight, 
through  allied  participation  in  matters  pertaining 
to  his  kingdom,  and  through  the  sharing  of  our 
experiences.  I  recall  vividly  as  if  it  had  occurred 
this  morning  a  time  a  number  of  years  ago  when 
I  was  a  guest  with  others  in  a  home  during  a  con- 
ference gathering.  A  minister  had  been  asked  to 
lead  in  the  morning  devotions.  He  chose  to  read 
John  15.  He  had  a  pleasing  voice,  but  when  he 
read  the  words:  "Herein  is  my  Father  glorified, 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit,"  he  stopped  suddenly. 
The  lights  of  the  oil  lamps  cast  a  soft  glow  across 
his  face  as  he  looked  up  to  say  with  something 
like  awe:  "Folks,  I've  read  that  verse  many  times 
before  but  I  never  saw  it."    Then  he  gave  us  in  a 
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few  words  what  new  revelation  had  been  vouch- 
safed him.  A  few  months  later  when  a  card  came 
to  me  with  news  of  his  sudden  passing,  at  once  I 
recalled  his  words;  they  stayed  with  me. 

God  calls  to  us  through  the  struggles  of  adversi- 
ty and  the  warmth  of  pleasure;  he  calls  through 
the  prostrating  illness  or  when  one  is  basking  in 
health.  He  speaks  to  us  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night  hours  when  we  are  unable  to  sleep,  bringing 
the  blessed  sense  of  being  held  in  the  security  of 
his  keeping. 

He  calls  to  us  through  the  sacrificial  living  of 
one  who  is  unjustly  kept  in  a  concentration  camp; 
through  the  sight  of  a  world  religious  leader  being 
thrust  into  a  prison  cell;  through  the  shed  blood 
of  some  who  have  fallen  as  martyrs  to  rise  to 
heights  of  glory. 

But  something  is  required  of  us.  We  need  to 
keep  the  open  channels.  We  need  to  have  sympa- 
thetic hearts,  listening  ears  and  a  willingness  to 
be  led.  We  need  to  be  daily  ridding  our  hearts 
of  the  sins  of  indifference,  inattention,  pride, 
the  temptation  to  be  caustic,  giving  vent  to  angry 
thoughts.  The  category  of  sins  is  a  varied  one 
and  differing  in  each  of  us.  But  the  pondering  up- 
on the  recorded  Word  of  God,  the  coming  before 
him  in  prayer  are  some  things  we  cannot  neglect 
and  remain  spiritually  strong.  Unlike  the  printer 
who  can  sign  his  finished  work  with  the  sign  "30," 
God's  revelation  to  man  is  not  finished. 

DeGraff,  Ohio. 


Personal  Glimpses  of  My  Father 

BY  MAE  E.  FILLEY 

Henry  C.  Early  was  my  father.  The  tributes  paid  to 
him  by  Brethren  John  S.  Flory,  C.  D.  Bonsack,.  J.  E. 
Miller  and  Otho  Winger  were  beautiful  and  very  com- 
prehensive, but  there  are  personal  glimpses  that  none 
save  those  who  lived  with  him  could  ever  know. 

In  earliest  childhood,  because  of  my  mother's  illness, 
I  became  a  father's  child.  I  was  at  his  heels  wherever 
he  went  about  home  and  the  community,  and  thereby 
learned  to  know  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  father.  He  was 
always  sedate,  never  boisterous  and  seldom  played  with 
us.  His  mind  was  employed  with  more  serious  things, 
yet  he  did  not  give  us  any  sense  of  loss  in  this  respect; 
rather  he  imbued  us  with  a  sense  of  stability  and  se- 
curity that  is  invaluable  to  a  child.  He  was  the  rock  on 
which  we  leaned  for  support  and  comfort.  He  was  the 
supreme  court  of  appeal  in  the  home  and  his  decisions 
were  final.  I  never  knew  him  to  vacillate  in  the  discip- 
line of  his  children  and,  even  though  the  decisions  were 
sometimes  distasteful,  we  soon  learned  that  they  were 
final.  A  spanking  from  mother  was  less  hard  to  bear 
than  a  lecture  from  father. 

During  his  last  years  he  was  sometimes  remorseful 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  give  his  time  both  to  the 
church  and  to  his  family  but  we  as  children  were  taught 
to  know  that  the  church  was  of  paramount  importance 


and  we  always  knew  that  father  would  come  from  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  if  necessary,  to  aid  us. 

I  never  knew  my  father  to  become  violently  angry; 
he  seldom  raised  his  voice,  and  his  choice  of  words  was 
always  good  and  to  the  point. 

The  business  of  the  home  centered  around  the  church 
and  its  activities.  I've  known  him  to  take  a  horse  from 
the  team  in  harvest  time  to  go  to  the  aid  of  those  in  dis- 
tress or  need.  I  have  been  with  him  when  he  prayed  at 
the  bedside  of  the  ill  and  dying.  I  saw  death  and  all 
the  attributes  of  sorrow  when  a  young  child  because  I 
liked  to  go  with  father  wherever  he  went.  I  soon 
learned  to  drive  for  him  and  many  times  sat  by  him  in 
the  buggy  while  he  studied  out  a  sermon  or  talk  he  was 
to  make.  Three  of  his  sermons  stand  out  in  my  memory: 
One,  a  dedicatory  sermon  on  the  text,  "Thou  art  Peter 
and  upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church  and  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  Two,  an  evangelistic 
sermon  on  Thomas  the  Doubter.  I  can  still  hear  him  say, 
"Unless  I  can  put  my  finger  in  the  print  of  the  nails  and 
thrust  my  hand  into  his  side  I  will  not  believe."  Then 
he  would  lead  up  to  a  most  convincing  climax  with 
Thomas'  exclamation,  "My  Lord  and  my  God."  Third,  a 
funeral  sermon  preached  over  the  saintly  mothers  of  our 
own  and  other  congregations  on  the  text,  "Thy  mother 
is  like  a  vine  in  thy  blood,  fed  by  the  rivers  of  water." 
These  three  were  to  me  the  cream  of  father's  sermons 
and  when  these  texts  were  announced  I  used  to  think, 
"He's  going  to  touch  the  heights  today." 

In  reviewing  my  father's  life  I  am  convinced  that  he 
had  a  satisfactory  one,  made  so  by  his  own  effort  and 
foresight.  He  was  a  man  who  enjoyed  the  best  of  health 
for  many  years.  He  was  stricken  with  grief  and  loss 
by  the  death  of  mother  and  children,  two  daughters  in 
young  womanhood,  but  to  a  man  of  his  character  these 
experiences  hastened  the  mellowing  process. 

Father  was  married  to  the  two  women  who,  in  my 
estimation,  were  best  suited  to  him  in  the  different 
phases  of  his  life.  Mary  Showalter  Early  was  the  love 
and  companion  of  his  young  manhood.  She  was  essen- 
tially a  housewife  and  mother.  She  stayed  by  the  home 
and  took  care  of  things  in  his  absence.  Her  sound  judg- 
ment and  innate  humility  kept  him  from  ever  acquiring 
an  exaggerated  ego  or  exalted  opinion  of  his  own  im- 
portance during  the  years  of  his  greatest  activity.  Em- 
ma Martin  Early  became  my  father's  second  wife.  She 
was  a  business  woman  and  eminently  fitted  to  assist 
him  in  carrying  on  his  work  during  his  declining  years. 
Emma  was  a  most  devoted  wife,  and  she  was  loving  and 
gracious  to  his  children.  We  shall  always  be  grateful 
to  her  and  love  her  for  having  made  father's  life  happy 
and  contented  during  nineteen  years. 

On  the  occasion  of  father's  eighty-fourth  birthday, 
in  my  letter  to  him,  I  tried  to  tell  him  how  much  he  had 
meant  to  me.  In  reply  he  said  that  he  felt  unworthy  of 
so  high  a  tribute  but  he  hoped  he'd  never  do  anything 
to  warrant  a  change  in  my  opinion.    He  never  did. 

The  grief  and  loss  caused  by  his  passing  are  softened 
by  the  knowledge  that  he  lived  a  good  life.  He  knew 
much  joy  and  some  sorrow,  as  needs  must  be,  and  he 
left  to  us  a  heritage  that  is  far  more  to  be  desired  than 
riches  or  fame. 

We  loved  him  devotedly,  and  now  we  like  to  think  of 
him  as  having  gone  out  of  the  darkness  of  blinded  eyes 
into  the  light  of  God's  love. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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The  Messenger  Comes  to  Pleasant  Grove 

BY  H.   A.   BRANDT 

(Concluded  From  Last  Week's  Paper) 

Scene  II 

Place,  the  same  as  in  Scene  I.     Time,  an  evening  six 

months    later.     John   Bowman   and   Henry   Miller   are 

seated  in  the  former's  study,  evidently  conjerring  about 

some  important  matter.    There  are  five  extra  chairs  in 

the  room,  for  others  are  expected.    There  is  a  knock  at 

the  door. 


John  Bowman,  opening  the  door:  Good  evening,  Bro. 
Landis.    Good  evening,  every  one.    Come  right  in. 

Samuel  Landis,  entering,  followed  by  other  committee 
members:  Good  evening,  Bro.  Bowman;  good  evening, 
Bro.  Miller. 

Henry   Miller:   Good   evening,    good   evening   to    all. 

Samuel  Landis:  Thanks  to  Bro.  Driver,  who  kindly 
called  for  us  in  his  car,  we  are  all  here  in  good  time. 

John  Bowman:    Please  find  seats.     (All  are  seated.) 

Samuel  Landis:  This  occasion  reminds  me  of  our  first 
committee  meeting  some  six  months  ago.  I  believe 
Bro.  Henry  Miller  was  with  us  then. 

Henry  Miller:  You  are  right,  Bro.  Landis.  I  was 
with  you  then  at  Bro.  Bowman's  suggestion.  This  eve- 
ning I  am  here  at  my  request.  I  wanted  to  hear  for 
myself  the  results  of  your  church  loyalty  campaign. 

Samuel  Landis:  Surely  you  are  welcome,  Bro.  Miller, 
and  we  extend  to  you  the  courtesies  of  this  meeting. 
And  now  to  the  work  for  this  evening.  A  good  deal 
has  happened  since  that  first  meeting  at  which  we  de- 
cided to  recommend  a  Messenger  club  as  a  means  to  in- 
crease church  loyalty  at  Pleasant  Grove.  The  church 
accepted  our  recommendation,  suggesting  that  our  com- 
mittee check  up  on  results  at  the  end  of  six  months. 
This  is  the  purpose  of  our  meeting  tonight.  What  is 
your  pleasure  as  to  how  to  proceed? 

Frank  Driver:  For  one,  there  are  some  interesting 
experiences  I  might  tell. 

John  Bowman:  I  am  sure  each  committee  member 
has  something  worth  sharing.  I  suggest  that  we  hear 
from  each  one  about  what  has  happened  as  a  result  of 
getting  the  church  paper  into  the  homes  of  this  con- 
gregation. 

Samuel  Landis:  What  do  you  say  regarding  this  sug- 
gestion? 

Harold  King:    I  favor  it. 

Lois  Early:  It  surely  would  be  interesting  to  me  to 
hear  from  the  other  committee  members. 

Frank  Driver:    Sure.    Let's  hear  from  each  member. 

Samuel  Landis:  I  take  it  that  you  like  the  sugges- 
tion. Mrs.  King,  you  look  as  if  you  had  something  to 
say. 

Mrs.  Clara  King:  Well,  I  was  just  thinking  of  visits 
to  two  shut-ins  yesterday.  Mrs.  Hert  is  still  in  the  hos- 
pital, as  you  know.  She  was  reading  her  Messenger 
when  we  called.  At  Grandpa  Lynn's  we  found  him 
sitting  in  his  chair  as  usual.  I  was  amazed  to  hear  him 
say  he  reads  his  Gospel  Messenger  from  cover  to  cover! 

Lois  Early:  I  don't  want  people  to  get  the  idea  the 
Messenger  is  just  an  old  folks'  paper.  I  have  been 
agreeably  surprised  to  see  that  young  people  are  writ- 
ing for  the  Messenger.  Two  of  the  young  persons  I 
met  at  camp  last  summer  have  had  something  in  the 


Messenger  recently.  One  had  an  article  on  Our  Peace 
Heritage;  the  other  had  a  simple  but  clever  poem  in  the 
last  issue.  Nor  is  this  all.  I  have  found  several  de- 
partments of  special  interest  to  me.  I  like  the  Missions 
department  with  its  stories  and  articles  telling  what 
our  church  is  doing  in  foreign  lands.  In  The  Church 
at  Work  department  one  often  finds  something  about 
young  people's  work  or  other  activity  that  is  stimulat- 
ing and  helpful.  To  me  it  is  really  marvelous  that 
every  week  one  gets  in  the  Messenger  the  equivalent  of 
a  200-page  book,  and  all  for  the  price  of  a  postage 
stamp! 

Frank  Driver:  Please  understand  that  I  am  strong 
for  the  Messenger,  but  a  few  of  our  members  can  hard- 
ly be  induced  to  subscribe  for  it.  There  is  a  deacon 
in  this  church  who  wouldn't  subscribe  even  when  the 
club  was  being  formed.  I  went  to  see  him  personally. 
He  said:  "I  wouldn't  take  that  paper  under  any  con- 
sideration; it  costs  too  much."  I  asked  if  he  couldn't 
afford  the  price  of  a  postage  stamp  per  week.  That 
made  him  madder  than  ever.  "Don't  bother  me  about 
papers,"  said  he;  "I  haven't  time  to  read  them  no- 
how!" But  I  decided  to  have  a  little  joke  on  Bro. 
Krusty.  I  put  the  deacon's  wife  on  the  free  list.  I 
understand  the  paper  hasn't  been  refused. 

Harold  King:  I  am  not  so  keen  on  selling  for  I  am 
not  a  salesman.  But  when  the  Messenger  campaign 
was  on  I  wasn't  ashamed  to  sell  my  church  paper.  I 
knew  I  had  something  worth  while.  That  is  why  and 
how  I  got  two  of  our  neighbors  to  take  it.  They  are  not 
church  people,  but  they  are  concerned  about  their  chil- 
dren. They  could  see  the  point  of  having  good  reading 
matter  in  the  home. 

Henry  Miller:  I  think  I  would  like  to  tell  about  some- 
thing which  happened  only  last  week  over  at  Carroll- 
ton.  Here  our  people  are  just  starting  a  church. 
Amongst  them  is  one  who  is  much  interested  in  Men's 
Work  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  sent  for  a 
bunch  of  sample  copies  of  the  Messenger  and  led  their 
midweek  meeting  in  a  study  of  that  issue  of  the  church 
paper.  His  idea  was  to  explain  the  various  departments 
of  the  Messenger  so  that  when  they  start  in  to  organize 
a  club  their  people  will  know  something  about  the 
church  paper  and  be  ready  to  subscribe.  Here  is  one 
man  who  is  doing  his  share  toward  the  success  of  a  dis- 
trict campaign  to  get  all  our  congregations  to  orgapize 
Messenger  clubs.     You  know  our  ideal  is  to  have  the 


Brilliant  Stars 

BY  MARY  ALICE  HOLDEN 

Brilliantly  stars  in  my  window  at  night 

Shine  with  a  glimmer  of  faraway  light; 

Heralds  of  night-time 
.     And  beacons  of  day 

Greet  me  like 

Signs  of  a  luminous  way. 

Sweetly  they  brighten  my  pathway  to  home; 

Twinkle  like  signals  wherever  I  roam. 

Scintillate  glory 

That  hides  with  a  spell — 

Fairly  enchanting 

That  fathomless  dell. 

Call  us  to  search  out  the  heavens  above 

Finding  the  message  of  infinite  love. 
Cimarron,  Kans. 
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church  paper  read  in  every  Brethren  home  in  our  dis- 
trict. 

Samuel  Landis:  Bro.  Bowman,  I  wonder  if  you  would 
not  tell  of  our  visit  to  Farpoint. 

John  Bowman:  Bro.  Landis  refers  to  an  unusual 
experience  we  had  last  Monday.  I  had  a  long  distance 
call  from  a  party  in  Farpoint.  I  soon  discovered  it  was 
from  a  Bro.  Christian  Webber  who  had  just  heard  there 
was  a  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Pleasant  Grove.  He 
wondered  if  I  would  not  bring  one  or  more  brethren 
and  have  a  service  in  his  home  sometime.  He  said  that 
there  were  three  in  his  home  who  wished  baptism.  The 
Webbers  are  isolated  members,  and  have  not  been  to  a 
Church  of  the  Brethren  service  since  living  in  Far- 
point.  It  seems  that  this  family  moved  from  the  East 
some  years  ago,  little  realizing  they  would  be  isolated 
from  the  church  of  their  choice.  But  they  have  tried 
to  make  the  best  of  this  unexpected  situation.  They 
have  taken  the  Messenger  through  all  these  years.  Mrs. 
King  will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  recent  news 
note  she  supplied  the  Messenger  for  Pleasant  Grove 
was  the  item  which  brought  the  Webbers  knowledge  of 
our  congregation.  The  three  baptized  were  the  oldest 
Webber  children.  Our  meeting  in  this  home  reminded 
me  of  what  one  reads  in  the  Acts  about  Cornelius  and 
his  household.  The  thing  which  surprised  me  most  was 
how  a  father  and  mother,  though  isolated,  had  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  up  a  strong  family  loyalty  to  the 
church  of  their  choice.  It  was  obvious,  without  Bro. 
Webber's  explanation,  that  the  church  paper  had  been 
a  chief  factor  in  all  this. 

Samuel  Landis:  These  experiences  show  us  something 
of  the  kinds  of  people  reached  and  the  various  ways  in 
which  a  church  paper  can  help  to  build  church  loyalty. 
Our  Messenger  club  is  making  it  possible  for  our  church 
paper  to  work  for  us  in  more  ways  than  we  had  im- 
agined. But  what  of  the  next  step?  Should  we  be  con- 
tent with  what  we  have  seen  is  happening,  or  is  there 
something  more  which  can  be  done? 

John  Bowman:  I  am  sure  this  little  survey  of  results 
has  been  helpful.  What  is  more,  I  should  like  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  worth  of  a  church  paper  as  an  assistant 
to  the  pastor.  I  find  the  church  paper  not  only  backs 
up  what  I  want  to  do,  but  helps  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  advances.  The  Messenger  is  helping  our  Pleasant 
Grove  members  to  think  and  work  together. 

Frank  Driver:  But  the  question  put  by  Bro.  Landis 
is  still  unanswered.  Are  there  not  some  additional  ways 
in  which  the  church  paper  can  be  used  to  increase 
church  loyalty?  How  about  that  study  plan  suggested 
by  Bro.  Miller?  Now  that  our  people  take  the  Messen- 
ger, how  can  we  get  them  to  read  it? 

Henry  Miller:  To  my  mind  there  is  no  question  but 
that  we  should  follow  up  with  knowledge  about  the 
paper  and  what  to  look  for  in  it.  Our  church  paper  is 
printed  for  a  varied  constituency.  There  are  many  in- 
terests eager  for  a  hearing.  Hence  not  all  of  its  con- 
tents are  equally  interesting  to  every  one.  It  is  evident 
our  editors  must  proceed  on  the  basis  of  something  for 
different  tastes.  All  of  which  is  in  the  spirit  of  the  tra- 
ditions of  our  church. 

John  Bowman:  It  is  very  clear  to  me  that  the  read- 
ing of  our  church  paper  is  making  for  an  interest  in 
things  religious,  which  after  all  are  basic  to  life  and 
happiness. 

Samuel  Landis:     We  still  have  our  question.     Does 


this  committee  have  any  specific  recommendation  to 
carry  to  the  church?  Remember  tomorrow  evening  I 
must  report  to  our  council  meeting. 

Harold  King:  I  feel  we  should  go  right  on  making 
the  most  of  the  fact  the  Messenger  now  reaches  every 
home  in  our  congregation.  Let  us  work  to  make  it  ef- 
fective. Perhaps  a  Messenger  program  would  help. 
Our  pastor  could  publicly  call  attention  to  important 
articles  or  announcements.  It  is  written  by  and  for  our 
people.  It  is  published  at  our  church-owned  publishing 
house.  I  can't  think  of  any  single  thing  more  important 
in  our  church  life  than  making  the  most  of  our  church 
paper. 

Frank  Driver:  Harold  has  made  my  speech.  I  be- 
lieve the  best  we  can  do  is  to  go  right  on  sawing  wood 
on  this  Messenger  proposition. 

John  Bowman:  I  suggest  that  our  chairman  so  re- 
port at  council  tomorrow  evening. 

Samuel  Landis:  Fellow  committee  members,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  do  so. 

Elgin,  III. 


The  Unfaithful  One 

BY  WILL  H.  MILLER 

She  pledged  her  troth  one  summer  day, 

Unto  her  bosom  friend; 
For  better  or  for  worse  she  said, 

Undying  to  the  end. 

Warm  human  hands  were  clasped  in  love, 
Warm  human  hearts  kept  pace, 

As  through  the  sacrament  they  went, 
Invoking  divine  grace. 

Still  on  and  on,  the  parson  went, 

Yes,  forging  bands  of  steel, 
To  bind  together  human  life, 

For  misery  or  weal. 

But  Father  Time  tries  human  vows, 

Alike   the   weak   or   strong, 
Alas   for  her — she   failed  the   test, 

When   Satan   came   along. 

The  sacrament  she  tore  to  shreds, 

And    scattered   to    the   wind; 
Forgotten   all   the   vows   she   took, 

As    on   and   on    she   sinned. 

Today  he   sits   at  home  alone, 

His   heart   is   torn  with  grief, 
As  through  the  lonely  hours   of  night, 

He   prays   for   death's   relief. 

She    pledged   her    troth    one    summer   day, 

Undying  to   the   end; 
But   gold  was   more  than  sacrament, 

And  gold  more  than  a  friend. 

Some   day   perhaps   a   hand   may   write 
Some  words  upon  the  wall, 
"The  mills   of  God  grind   slowly,   but 
"They  grind   exceeding   small." 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


Theophil  G.  Bulsari 

Colleague  and  Friend 

BY  I.  W.  MOOMAW 
In  1935  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  man  to  work  out 
from  the  Vocational  Training  School  in  the  supervision 
of  all  village  schools.     Some  of  us  were  discussing  the 

type  of  man 
qualified  to  do 
the  work  suc- 
cessfully. Bro. 
C.  D.  Bonsack 
as  a  member  of 
the  deputation 
was  present 
and  observed, 
"You  will  need 
a  man  with  a 
minimum  sense 
of  'super'  and 
a  maximum  a- 
mount  of  vi- 
sion." 

From  left  to  right:  Theophil  G.  Bulsari,  Anna  Later  Bro. 
Warstler,  Premchand   G.   Bhagat.  Theophil  G. 

B  u  1  s  a  ri  was 
chosen.  As  we  look  back  after  six  years  of  intimate  as- 
sociation, we  are  impressed  that  we  could  hardly  have 
found  a  man  more  highly  qualified  than  he.  His  fine 
Christian  spirit,  his  candor  and  his  high  regard  for  the 
teaching  profession  commended  him  to  the  confidence  of 
all.  He  could  rebuke  without  offence.  He  could  praise 
without  causing  a  slackening  of  effort.  He  did  much  to 
raise  the  level  of  teaching  in  all  of  our  schools.  More 
than  this,  we  came  to  regard  him  as  a  worthy  colleague 
and  friend. 

So  it  is  with  a  sense  of  deep  regret  that  we  announce 
his  death  which  occurred  on  July  29.  He  became  ill 
while  assisting  in  a  teachers'  institute  at  Palghar.  After 
a  few  days'  treatment  in  the  hospital  he  seemed  much 
improved  and  began  his  journey  homeward.  On  the 
way  he  stopped  off  at  Bulsar  and  while  there,  suffered 
a  heart  attack  and  passed  away  suddenly. 

While  we  feel  our  loss  keenly,  our  loss  is  small  when 
compared  to  that  of  his  wife  who  loses  a  loving  com- 
panion, and  his  small  children  who  lose  a  wise  father. 

Anklesvar,  India. 


The  Home  Call  of  a  Useful  Man 

BY  ELIZA  B.  MILLER 
The  India  mission,  the  India  church,  the  vocational 
training  school  at  Anklesvar,  and  a  devoted  Christian 
family  have  all  sustained  irreparable  loss  in  the  sudden 
and  unexpected  call  to  higher  service  of  our  dearly  be- 
loved brother,  Theophil  G.  Bulsari.  His  place  in  the 
supervision  of  the  mission  schools,  in  the  councils  of  the 
young  and  growing  churches,  as  teacher  in  the  training 
school,  as  companion  to  a  beautiful  wife  and  father  to 
six  children  of  tender  age,  will  be  vacant  and  difficult  to 
fill.  "We  do  not  know  what  we  are  going  to  do  without 
him,"  this  is  what  all  the  letters  from  overseas  tell  us. 
How  well  we  can  understand  the  statement  when  we  re- 
member the  bigness  of  the  field  in  which  Theophil 
served  and  the  few  ready  to  put  on  the  mantle  he  laid 
down! 


Theophil  had  gone  to  Palghar  in  early  August  to  as- 
sist Bro.  Shull  in  a  teachers'  institute  and  workers'  re- 
treat. After  a  few  days  he  was  not  very  well,  so  went  to 
the  hospital  at  Dahanu  for  treatment.  From  there  he 
went  on  to  Bulsar  for  further  attention.  Upon  arrival 
there  he  very  quickly  took  a  turn  for  the  worse  and 
slipped  away  almost  before  anything  could  be  done  for 
him.  His  funeral  was  held  at  Bulsar  in  the  presence  of 
sorrowing  kindred,  friends  and  neighbors.  It  is  said  to 
have  been  the  largest  Christian  funeral  ever  held  there. 

Theophil  was  one  of  our  own  boys,  the  son  of  one  of 
the  early  workers  in  the  Vyara  area  in  its  pioneer  days. 
He  attended  our  primary  and  middle  schools,  studied  in 
the  government  high  schools,  passed  through  the  gov- 
ernment training  college  at  Ahmnedabad,  and  became  a 
successful  teacher  of  schools  in  our  various  stations.  He 
was  well  prepared  for  the  larger  duties  that  came  to  him 
as  the  years  went  by  and  into  which  he  put  his  full 
strength  at  all  times. 

He  was  married  to  Naomibai  Raghevji  who  shaped 
with  him  a  devoted  and  beautiful  companionship  in 
their  family  life.  Six  children  of  tender  years,  five  sons 
and  a  baby  daughter  of  six  weeks,  came  into  their  home 
to  bring  them  joy  and  gladness.  Naomibai  has  been  a 
dutiful  mother  and  a  fine  teacher  in  the  girls'  school.  To 
her  should  go  out  our  prayers  and  sympathy  as  she  faces 
the  task  of  rearing  her  family  alone. 

To  the  older  missionaries  Theophil  was  like  a  son;  to 
the  younger  ones  a  brother,  dependable  counselor  and 
friend;  to  the  many  school  children  he  was  a  loving  and 
considerate  teacher. 

His  pleasing  and  amiable  personality,  his  humble  and 
tolerant  spirit,  his  co-operative  and  willing  mind,  his 
desire  and  purpose  always  to  go  the  second  mile,  made 
him  a  princely  individual  of  unusual  fitness  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities placed  upon  him  in  the  broad  field  of  his 
activities.  He  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  both 
Christians  and  non-Christians  throughout  the  area  of 
our  own  mission  and  throughout  Gujarat,  where  he  was 
a  conspicuous  figure  in  religious,  educational  and  civic- 
affairs. 

Waterloo,  Iowa. 


A  Time  to  Pray 

BY  DAN  WEST 

"More  things  are  wrought  by  prayer  than  this  world 
dreams  of — " 

Work  and  prayer  are  a  mighty  combination,  and 
usually  they  go  on  together.  But  there  are  times  when 
we  cannot  work  effectively — only  pray.  This  may  be 
one  of  those  times.  Some  think  that  the  question  of  war 
with  Japan  is  past  all  political  help,  but  it  is  never  too 
late  for  prayer. 

If  you  feel  so  moved,  will  you  call  together  several 
others  from  your  community  who  are  like-minded,  and 
will  you  pray  together  for  peace.  That  is  happening 
elsewhere.  Possibly  we  can  help  release  new  spiritual 
forces  which  will  turn  the  tide.  Possibly  new  insights 
will  come  to  you  also.  Certainly  you  will  be  more  ready 
for  work  whenever  that  time  comes. 

There  are  temptations:  wanting  easier  living  than 
war  demands,  special  privileges  for  ourselves,  substitut- 
ing prayer  for  hard  work,  and  others.  Can  you  meet 
these,  and  lend  all  your  spiritual  strength  toward  God's 
will  for  this  world? 

Goshen,  Ind. 
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Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

Oct.  16,  the  anniversary  of  the  first  day  when  men 
registered  for  the  draft,  was  observed  in  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  in  various  ways.  At  Camp  Kane  the 
men  gathered  in  the  chapel  for  a  period  of  silent  medi- 
tation followed  by  prayers  for  peace.  Camp  Magnolia 
held  a  candlelight  devotional  service  which  was  cli- 
maxed with  the  reading  of  The  Unknown  Soldier.  At 
Camp  Lagro  some  of  the  men  fasted  all  day  and  some 
fasted  half  a  day,  sending  the  money  for  their  meals  to  a 
near-by  neighbor  who  had  been  taken  ill  suddenly  and 
had  no  money  to  buy  seed,  etc.  These  men  were  re- 
affirming their  unalterable  opposition  to  military  con- 
scription and  the  way  of  war  and  giving  voice  to  their 
faith  in  the  power  of  love. 

In  the  20  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  in  operation 
there  were,  as  of  Oct.  16,  1,189  conscientious  objectors; 
348  more  have  been  assigned  to  report  by  Nov.  7;  255  of 
these  men  are  in  Brethren-administered  camps.  There 
are  180  Brethren  men  altogether  in  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  Since  the  opening  of  the  camps,  40  men  have 
been  discharged  from  Brethren  camps:  5  because  of  de- 
pendents, 8  because  of  physical  inabilities,  22  because 
they  were  over  28,  2  to  be  transferred  to  the  army,  and 
2  to  be  transferred  to  other  C.  P.  S.  camps. 

Camp  Kane  continues  to  receive  gifts  in  kind  from 
friends  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  Foodstuffs  sent 
from  the  Middle  Pennsylvania  churches  made  two  truck 
loads  and  weighed  nearly  twelve  tons.  Gifts  included 
many  varieties  of  home-canned  fruits  and  vegetables, 


bushels  of  apples  and  potatoes,  flour,  cereals  and  sugar. 
The  women's  work  group  for  Middle  Pennsylvania  un- 
dertook this  donation  of  foodstuffs  to  Camp  Kane  as  a 
project.  Groups  of  churches  brought  their  contributions 
to  central  places  to  be  collected  by  a  truck.  The  truck, 
starting  from  Everett  at  the  southern  point  of  what 
Pennsylvanians  know  as  Morrison's  Cove,  proceeded  up 
the  valley.  By  the  time  it  reached  Martinsburg  it  was 
full  and  had  to  make  another  trip  to  bring  the  gifts  of 
the  churches  between  Lewistown  and  Altoona.  With 
food  prices  going  up,  these  donations  mean  much  to 
Camp  Kane's  budget. 

Relief  and  Rehabilitation 

The  following  is  from  an  article  by  Otto  Bauer,  a  refu- 
gee from  Vienna  who  was  at  the  Scattergood  Hostel  in 
Iowa  for  a  short  time.  It  is  reprinted  from  the  Scatter- 
good  Hostel  News  Bulletin. 

"The  community  is  a  very  hard  task.  Yes,  it  is  a  task 
and  not  a  present  falling  from  heaven.  This  task  is  as 
hard  as  life  itself,  and  it  has  no  end  throughout  life. 

"If  you  have  the  will  to  live  in  a  community,  you 
must  be  jointed  by  a  common  matter.  This  common 
matter  should  be  greater  than  your  particular  interests. 

"As  the  sunshine  awakes  the  flowers  that  they  grow 
up  to  it,  so  the  service  for  a  common  matter  brings  forth 
the  common  life. 

"You  and  he  and  I — we  are  nothing  but  isolated  stones 
lying  side  by  side.  You  and  he  and  I  and  to  us  a  work 
for  all;  that  it  is  which  makes  even  stones  live.  'Where 
two  or  three  are  united  by  my  name  there  I  am  among 
them,  and  I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life.' 

"Life  becomes  poor  without  community.     Your  life, 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  November  8-15 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  R.  Studebaker  live  at  Garkida, 
Africa.  This  has  been  their  home  since  1934.  Because 
Dr.  Studebaker  is  the  only  doctor  on  the  Africa  field 
at  this  time  his  burdens  are  very  heavy.  Not  only  does 
he  care  for  the  medical  work  at  Garkida  in  the  Kulp 
Memorial  Hospital  and  at  the  Leper  Colony  a  couple 
miles  away,  but  he  looks  after  medical  needs  at  the 
other  mission  stations  as  much  as  possible.  His  strength 
is  taxed  heavily.  Sister  Studebaker  is  busy  with  many 
and  varied  tasks  in  her  home,  in  the  church  and  com- 
munity. 

Faye  Moyer  went  to  Africa  ten  years  ago  and  this 
time  has  been  spent  in  preparing  teachers.  She  is 
superintendent  of  the  teacher  training  school.  In  a 
recent   letter,    she   informs   us,    "The   mission   work   in 


Nigeria  is  not  hindered,  but  goes  on  much  as  in  peace 
time.  We  are  learning  some  lessons  on  economy,  but 
we  shall  never  regret  that.  God  has  been  good  to  us 
and  we  never  cease  to  thank  him  for  his  care  and  pro- 
tection." 

Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman  went  to  the  field  in 
1924.  In  a  very  real  sense,  Africa  seems  like  home  to 
them.  They  have  given  much  to  the  building  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  there.  At  the  present  time,  the 
Heckmans  are  at  Jos,  superintending  the  building  of 
the  school  for  missionaries'  children.  The  building  of 
this  school  plant  is  no  small  task  and  it  will  require 
a  couple  years  of  hard  labor.  The  Africa  missionaries 
feel  that  this  school  is  of  vital  importance. 

Unceasing  prayer  should  be  made  in  behalf  of  these 
five  missionaries  and  all  the  interests  which  they  touch. 


Dr.   Lloyd-  Studebaker         Mrs.  Modena  Studebaker 


Faye   Moyer 


Mrs.    Lucile   Heckman 


Clarence  Heckman 
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too!  You  may  be  hungry  and  cold;  this  is  not  the  worst 
calamity.  It  is  worse  to  have  a  heart  which  is  not  able 
to  beat  for  a  common  life.  This  heart  is  sick  unto 
death. 

"Perhaps  you  must  wander  around  the  earth;  you 
have  lost  all  things  which  are  beloved  and  valuable  to 
you;  you  are  alone  and  homeless  in  the  world. 

"All  that  is  not  the  worst  poverty  when  your  heart  is 
able  to  receive  the  spirit  of  the  community. 

"It  will  help  to  find  a  new  home  for  you  because  you 
will  not  pass  by  the  helpful  hands  which  are  giving  from 
the  abundance  of  the  community. 

"Without  a  heart  like  this  you  would  not  see  the  thou- 
sand helpful  hands  and  you  would  not  be  able  to  receive 
the  sacrament  of  love  and  community. 

"  "Community  will  be  lived  day  by  day.  Community  is 
not  to  be  purchased,  not  to  be  enforced.  The  hypocrite 
and  the  flatterer  remain  strangers  to  the  community  for- 
ever. 

"Neither  money  nor  goods  nor  knowledge  secures  a 
place  in  the  community.  Nobody  and  nothing  is  able  to 
make  members  of  a  community  except  this: 

"You  must  enter  into  it  with  all  your  hearts  and  must 
give  yourselves  for  the  community. 

"This  is  the  foundation  of  every  community. 

"Open  wide  your  heart  to  those  who  are  coming 
through  the  small  gate  into  your  community. 

"Remain  in  love  and  goodness  to  those  who  like  to  use 
broad  stairs. 

"Refresh  everyone  who  is  standing  at  the  gate  of  the 
community  and  give  him  from  the  wealth  of  its  life. 

"But  never  forget  the  brother  who  sits  at  the  common 
table  and  hungers  after  your  goodness. 

"Many  a  man  is  deluded  by  himself.  He  thinks  the 
community  will  come  into  being  when  he  makes  many 
words  about  it.  But  in  this  way  are  growing  only  empty 
stalks  without  fruit. 

"This  man,  when  he  grasps  for  the  fruits  in  the  hour 
of  misery,  will  have  empty  stalks  in  his  hands. 

"The  love  of  the  community  heals  what  is  sick  and  de- 
velops what  is  healthy  and  good." 


Christmas  Material 

Other  Christmas   Plays 
Adults  and  Young  People 
Christmas  Carol,  A,  by  George  M.  Baker.     3  scenes.     6  m.,  3  w. 

1  hr.     25c.     A  dramatization   of  the  immortal  story  by  Dickens. 
Suitable  for  school  use. 

Mimi  Lights  the  Candle,  by  Edith  Coulter.  1  m.,  8  w.  30  min. 
Int.  30c.  No  royalty  to  amateurs.  An  effective  well-written 
play  of  modern  life,  carrying  its  lesson  of  the  beauty  of  kindness. 

Nativity,  The,  by  Margaret  I.  Snyder.  4  episodes.  12  m.,  1  w. 
45  min.  25c.  A  service  depicting  the  story  of  the  first  Christ- 
mas in  music,   pageantry  and  reading. 

Peace  I  Give  Unto  You,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1  act. 
4  m.,  1  w.  30  min.  35c.  A  Christmas  peace  play.  It  takes 
place  in  the  humble  cottage  of  Joseph  and  Marta,  and  tells  the 
story  of  the  first  Christmas  in  its  relation  to  universal  peace. 

Shepherds  Abiding,  by  Dorothy  Clarke  Wilson.  1  act.  8  m., 
4  w.  55  min.  Ext.  35c.  "There  were  in  the  same  country  shep- 
herds abiding  in  the  fields"  and  it  is  their  story  that  the  author 
tells  in  this  beautiful  and  poetic  new  Christmas  play.  The  song 
of  the  angels  works  a  miracle  in  the  hearts  of  two  estranged 
brothers  and   a  Philistine  thief. 

Silence  of  God,  The,  by  W.  M.  Sloane  III.  1  act.  6  m.  35  min. 
Int.  35c.  The  diplomats  of  two  nations  on  the  verge  of  war  meet 
in  an  Old  World  inn  on  Christmas  Eve.  There  is  a  legend  that 
the  bells  of  St.  Stephens,  which  ring  by  themselves  each  Holy 
Night,  will  do  so  only  while  the  land  is  at  peace.  A  very  dra- 
matic play. 

Slap  Gleams,  The,  by  Florence  L.  Speare.     1  scene.     8  m.,  2  w., 

2  choruses  and  the  audience.    1  hr.    35c.    "The  Story  of  the  Star" 
told  entirely  by  community  singing  and  pantomime. 


Topaz  of  Ethiopia,  The,  by  Edith  Squires  and  Elizabeth  Emer- 
son. 5  m„  3  w.,  4  girls,  reader.  1  act.  Int.  35c.  8  copies  must 
be  purchased  for  permission  to  give  the  play.  This  play  is 
based  upon  an  imaginary  legend — that  the  Topaz  of  Ethiopia,  one 
of  the  gifts  of  the  wise  men  to  the  Christ  Child,  remade  the  lives 
of  those  who  touched  it.  A  very  dramatic  presentation  of  the 
power  of  the  Eternal  Spirit  of  good  will. 

Waif,  The,  by  Elizabeth  B.  Grimball.  1  scene.  3  m.,  5  w.,  3 
Magi.  30  min.  Ext.  35c.  A  Twentieth  Century  Morality  in 
which  a  lonely  waif  seeks  the  Golden  Star,  but  those  who  might 
help  him  pass  by. 

Children's  Plays  for  Christmas 

Christmas  Manger  Service,  by  Rita  Benton.  15  children  and 
extras.  Int.  -25c.  A  simple  dramatic  service  emphasizing  man- 
ger gifts.     Includes  several  old  carols. 

Littlest  Shepherd,  The,  by  Florence  Ryerson  and  Colin  Clem- 
ents. 8  boys,  3  girls.  Ext.  35c.  Royalty,  $5.  The  Littlest  Shep- 
herd, faithful  to  his  task  on  the  hillside,  is  shown  the  nativity 
scene  and  learns  that  to  be  happy  one  must  make  others  happy. 

Nativity,  The,  by  Rosamond  Kimball.  Adapted  for  any  num- 
ber of  children  or  young  people.  Ext.  35c.  Composed  entirely  of 
selections  from  the  Bible  story  of  the  nativity.  Tableaux  ac- 
companied by  congregational  singing  of  carols  and  hymns. 

Old,  Old  Story,  The,  by  Helen  Perry  Curtis.  1  scene,  any  num- 
ber of  children.  35c.  Purchase  of  12  copies  of  play  required  for 
permission  to  present  play.  The  story  of  the  nativity  in  the 
words  of  the  Bible,  music  and  tableaus. 

Rose,  The,  by  Adelaid  B.  Hykes.  2  acts.  3  speaking  parts  and 
any  number  of  others.  Ext.  15c.  A  short  play  in  a  Chinese  set- 
ting. Little  Ting  receives  the  blessing  of  the  revered  official 
because  he  gives  his  gift,  the  first  rose  from  his  garden,  to  the 
Old  Man  of  the  Road. 

Songs  of  Christmas,  The,  by  Martha  Bayly  Shannon.  4  girls 
and  a  number  of  minor  parts  some  of  which  may  be  taken  by 
younger  children.  35c.  A  play  depicting  the  origin  of  familiar 
Christmas  carols  by  music,  tableaux  and  dialogue.  Easily  pro- 
duced.     Simple    setting. 

Tidings  of  Joy,  by  Elizabeth  McFadden.  1  act.  6m.,  2  w.,  5 
boys,  4  girls,  1  baby  and  other  children.  35c.  Royalty,  $5  for 
each  performance.  Scene:  a  basement  room  in  a  poor  tenement. 
A  modern  setting.  Joseph  and  Mary  Doe  and  their  baby,  Chris- 
topher, are  about  to  be  evicted  from  their  home.  Christmas 
carolers  from  a  near-by  church  find  them  and  give  them  help. 

The  following  plays,  given  many  times,  are  still  good  for 
churches  which  have  not  used  them.  Copies  may  be  secured  for 
examination  from  the  Brethren  Loan  Library,  22  S.  State  St., 
Elgin,  111.     Send  five  cents  postage  for  two  plays. 

Children  of  the  Inn,  by  Jewell  Bothwell  Tull.  1  act.  8  m.,  4  w., 
extras.  25  min.  35c.  A  very  human  and  dramatic  nativity 
play. 

Crowded  Out,  by  W.  G.  Ward.  1  act  with  prologue  and  epi- 
logue. 12  m.,  6  w.  25c.  Royalty,  $5.  The  traditional  Christmas 
story  done  simply  and  effectively  and  with  use  of  the  Christmas 
carols. 

Dust  of  the  Road,  by  Kenneth  Sawyer  Goodman.  1  act.  3  m., 
1  w.  40  min.  50c.  $10  royalty  when  admission  is  charged;  $5 
when  there  is  no  charge. 

Goodwill  Among  Men,  by  Marshall  N.  Goold.  8c  per  copy,  85c 
for  12  copies.  A  Christmas  service  for  all  the  church.  Includes 
carols  to  be  sung  by  children,  readings,  prophetic  voices,  solos, 
etc. 

Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  by  Elizabeth  McFadden.  2  scenes.  3 
m.,  1  w.,  many  extras.     45  min.     35c.     Royalty,  $5. 

Why  the  Chimes  Rang,  by  Martha  Race.  1  scene.  5  m.,  3  w., 
many  extras.  From  20  min.  to  1  hr.,  depending  on  elaboration. 
35c. 

See  also  the  fall  and  winter  issues  of  Child  Guidance  in  Chris- 
tian Living,  $1.25  per  year;  Children's  Religion,  $1.00  per  year. 
Write  Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,   111. 

Copies  may  be  purchased  from  the  General  Boards,  22  S.  State 
St.,  Elgin,  Illinois,  at  the  prices  indicated. 

Christmas   Order   Card 

....  Christmas    Program    Material    (mimeographed    program    ma- 
terials, stories,  poems,  one  set  to  a  church). 
....  Christmas  Offering  envelopes. 
....World-wide  Missions  leaflet  (for  general  distribution). 

Plays  and  Pageants — 

.  .No  Room  in  the  Hotel,  10  characters 35c 

. .  And  There  Were  Shepherds    25c 

.  .The   Lost   Star    35c 

.  .The   Christmas  Guest  (Intermediates)    30c 

.  .The  Christmas  Story  (Intermediates)  25c 


Name 


Address 
Congregation 
District     


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 
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Education  .  .  . 

For  a  Strong  rvmerica 

What  Do  We  Cherish  for  America? 

A  rich  soil  for  each  generation  to  use  and  pass  on  to 
those  to  come. 

A  strong  people  with  vigorous  bodies,  alert  minds, 
great  spirits. 

A  useful  job  for  everyone  and  everyone  wanting  use- 
ful work. 

A  constant  recognition  of  the  rights  of  other  peoples. 

A  growing  faith  in  democracy  with  a  high  sense  of 
duty  to  its  ideals. 

How  Shall  We  Educate  for  a  Strong  America? 

By  lives  that  carry  on  the  American  aspiration. 

By  homes  that  are  secure,  happy,  and  enduring. 

By  communities  that  provide  wholesome  surround- 
ings for  youth. 

By  churches  that  are  spiritual  and  practical  in  their 
service. 

By  schools  that  help  every  individual  to  make  the 
most  of  his  life. 

Through  American  Education  Week 
Topic  for  Sunday,  November  9 

Seeking  World  Order 
World  order  is  not  an  easy  goal  to  achieve.  Neither 
was  the  making  and  building  of  American  democracy, 
including  such  gains  as  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
right  of  universal  suffrage.  Once  it  was  said  the  thir- 
teen colonies  could  never  work  together — but  they  did. 
Now  there  are  those  who  say  the  nations  of  the  world 
can  never  work  together.  Must  we  accept  this  gloomy 
picture  of  the  future?  As  for  travel  and  communication, 
the  world  today  is  even  smaller  than  the  thirteen  col- 
onies. Let  us  dedicate  ourselves  to  the  cause  of  world 
order  even  though  it  may  not  be  achieved  in  our  time. 
Vision,  work,  and  sacrifice  are  demanded  of  nations 
earnestly  seeking  a  peaceful  way  to  settle  differences. 
Let  America  do  her  part  in  helping  to  bring  about  jus- 
tice and  opportunity  for  all  peoples. 

Topic  for  Monday,  November  10 

Building  Physical  Fitness 
Good  health  increases  happiness,  makes  the  individual 
more  efficient,  and  promotes  social  well-being.  Ill 
health  is  waste.  It  brings  sorrow,  diverts  energies,  dis- 
courages ambitions,  retards  social  progress.  A  nation  is 
no  stronger  than  its  people.  Health  is  vital  to  national 
defense  against  dangers  within  and  without,  in  times 
of  peace  as  well  as  war.  Yet  more  than  one  third  of 
the  Selective  Service  registrants  have  been  rejected  as 
unfit  for  general  military  service.  Here  is  a  challenge  to 
the  schools  and  to  society.  Good  schools  render  an  in- 
valuable service  to  the  strength  of  youth  through  phys- 
ical check-ups,  health  education,  recreation  and  bodily 
development,  prevention  and  control  of  communicable 
diseases,  school  lunches,  consumer  and  safety  education, 
and  healthful  school  living. 


SEEKING  WOULD  ORDER, 
Suodtf.  Ntrtmbcr  9 


STRENGTHENING 

NATIONAL  MORALl 

Tufsds/.Nortmbcr U 


EDUCATION  FOR.  A 
STRONG  AMERICA 

Gtnerit  Themt 


IMPROVING  ECONOMIC 
WELL  BEING 

J&tncs&y.  Mnvmter  1Z 


SAFEGUARDING 
SCHOOL  SUPPORT 

Thvnity,  Mnrmbtr  IS 


LEARNING  WAYS 
OF  DEMOCRACY 
friitf,  Abrrmtrr/4 


INRICHING  FAMILY  LIFE 

Siturdty,  HomaUr  li 


*  Materials  on  this  and  the  following  page  reprinted  by  per- 
mission from  the  Journal  of  the  National  Education  Association 
for   October,    1941. 


Topic  for  Tuesday,  November  11 

Strengthening  National  Morale 
National  morale  is  the  faith  of  a  people  in  themselves, 
their  purposes,  and  their  actions.  It  is  an  inner  strength 
that  enables  a  people  to  undergo  untold  hardships  to 
protect  the  values  they  hold  dearer  even  than  life  itself. 
In  a  democracy,  national  morale  is  what  the  people 
make  it  as  they  live  and  work  and  play  together.  Noth- 
ing else  can  take  its  place.  Wealth,  science,  industries, 
resources  are  of  little  value  until  taken  hold  of  by  men 
who  are  inspired  by  a  common  fellowship,  aware  that 
right  cannot  compromise  with  wrong,  and  ready  to  sac- 
rifice for  the  cause  of  freedom  and  opportunity.  Thirty 
million  of  America's  oncoming  citizens  are  enrolled  in 
school.  In  peace  or  war,  good  times  or  bad,  the  schools 
build  morale  through  the  development  of  the  abilities, 
loyalties,  and  ideals  of  our  people. 

Topic  for  Wednesday,  November  12 

Improving  Economic  Well-being 
Education  is  the  greatest  asset  of  business.  Without 
it  modern  business  could  not  exist.  As  people  learn 
more  [1]  they  want  more  of  the  products  of  industry 
and  [2]  they  are  able  to  earn  enough  to  buy  them. 
Greater  opportunity  for  those  millions  of  Americans 
who  have  had  little  education  will  help  business  as 
nothing  else  can.  There  are  vast  undeveloped  markets 
in  the  underprivileged  people  of  the  United  States — 16,- 
000,000  children  in  families  with  incomes  of  less  than 
$800  or  on  relief;  4,000,000  migrants  with  annual  in- 
comes of  less  than  $270  per  family.  Education  arouses 
aspiration,  provides  a  literate  people,  creates  wants,  de- 
velops useful  skills,  encourages  wise  spending. 
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Topic  for  Thursday,  November  13 

Safeguarding  School  Support 
Financing  the  schools  has  been  made  difficult  in  re- 
cent years  by  the  great  depression.  Today  the  defense 
program  is  taking  an  increasing  share  of  the  national 
income.  Some  people  are  saying  that  we  will  have  to 
sacrifice  other  things — including  schools — to  pay  for  de- 
fense. They  ignore  these  facts:  [1]  our  productive  ca- 
pacity has  been  only  partly  used  for  years  and  is  capa- 
ble of  great  increase,  [2]  business  is  now  soaring  to  new 
high  levels,  [3]  education  is  vital  to  economic  well- 
being,  [4]  when  our  defense  efforts  cease  there  will  be 
crucial  problems  for  which  a  vital  educational  program 
will  be  needed.  Children  cannot  be  placed  in  cold 
storage.    Their  education  must  be  safeguarded  or  lost. 

Topic  for  Friday,  November  14 

Learning  the  Ways  of  Democracy 
Democracy  exalts  the  individual  as  a  part  of  the  great 
human  brotherhood.  In  a  democracy,  responsibilities  go 
with  rights.  This  is  true  of  the  home,  the  community, 
or  the  nation;  of  labor,  industry,  and  government.  The 
ideal  of  universal  education  is  a  part  of  our  national 
heritage.  The  schoolhouse,  like  the  flag,  is  a  symbol  of 
the  democratic  way  of  life.  The  American  school  sys- 
tem is  teaching  30,000,000  young  people  the  funda- 
mentals of  democracy — how  to  study,  to  acquire  facts, 
to  think  for  themselves,  to  decide  issues  by  peaceful 
means  and  majority  rule,  to  give  and  take,  to  be  tolerant 
of  other  people's  ideas  and  customs,  to  appreciate  basic 
human  values,  to  assume  responsibility  for  themselves 
and  for  others.  Schools  are  the  training  ground  of 
democratic  citizenship. 

Topic  for  Saturday,  November  15 

Enriching  Family  Life 
Family  life  made  America  great.  Since  the  pioneer 
days  many  changes  have  come  over  the  American  fam- 
ily. It  has  fewer  children.  It  has  more  divorces.  It  is 
mobile,  less  rooted  to  a  particular  place.  More  women 
work  outside  the  family  circle.  Despite  these  changes, 
good  homes  are  as  much  wanted,  probably  as  often 
found,  and  certainly  as  much  needed  as  ever.  Every 
home  needs  an  adequate  income.  Underprivileged,  half- 
starved  family  life  cannot  be  enriched.  But  money  it- 
self cannot  enrich  a  home.  It  takes  good  living,  kind 
words,  helpful  deeds,  sympathetic  understanding,  faith, 
and  love  to  enrich  family  life.  The  school  is  an  ex- 
pansion of  the  home,  a  group  of  families  working  to- 
gether to  provide  better  opportunities  for  their  children. 
Enrich  school  life  and  you  enrich  family  life. 


American  Education  Week 

American  Education  Week  grew  out  of  the  First 
World  War.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  men  examined 
in  the  draft  were  illiterate;  ,20  per  cent  were  physically 
unfit;  many  were  foreign-born  and  had  little  under- 
standing of  American  life.  During  the  war,  the  schools 
were  drained  of  teachers,  especially  men.  In  the  fall  of 
1920,  thousands  of  schools  were  closed  for  want  of 
teachers.  A  campaign  of  public  information  was  needed 
to  correct  this  situation.  A  long-range  program  for  the 
extension  of  education  was  needed  to  reduce  illiteracy 
and  physical  unfitness.  Members  of  the  American  Le- 
gion consulted  with  educators  and  the  first  American 
Education  Week  was  observed  in  1921. 


A  Prayer  for  America 

Oh,  God,  let  me  be  an  American, 

But  not  for  the  name  alone. 

Let  me  feel  the  height  and  splendor  of  her  mountain  peaks — 

Let  me   take   into   myself  the   steep   ascent   of  ancient  crag,  the 

nearness   to   the   sky. 
Let  me  look  up  as  her  mountains  look  up. 
Give  me  the  calm  of  her  quiet  hills. 
And  when  I  go  into  her  cities 
There  let  me  stand  in  amaze 
At  the  man-made  heights  of  her  buildings, 
The  architects'  towering  triumphs 
That  breathe  high  above  the  streets — 
Proudly,  clearly,  for  theirs,   too,   is  splendor. 
Let  all  the  heights  of  this,  my  America,  be  mine 
In  my  heart  to  make  me  aspire  and  hope. 
Oh,  God,  let  me  take  into  myself 
The  breadth  of  our  fertile  farm  lands. 

Let  me  breathe  into  my  soul  the   stretch   of  her  bearing   miles. 
The  redolent  orchards  and  grain  fields, 
The  lush  green  of  valley  and  pasture! 
Give  me  the  vision  of  long  straight  rows 
Leading  far  into  blue  distance! 
Give  me  the  tolerance  born  of  the  seeing — 
The  waiting,  the  seed,  and  the  nearness  to  soil! 
Oh,  God,  drive  into  my  veins  the  power, 
The  pulsing  strength  of  my  country! 
The  millions  of  men — the  machinery — 
The  crash  and  roar  of  production — 
The  surge  of  the  falls  and  the  rivers, 
Of  the  mighty  dams  and  constructions, 
The  giant  force  of  electric  energy! 
Let  me  feel  the  depth  of  the  rich  resources, 
The  oil  and  the  rocky  minerals, 
Coal  and  the  vast,  deep  forests. 
Let  it  all  come  into  me,  Oh,  God, 
That  the  flow  of  my  life  may  be  great  — 
May  be  high  and  broad  and  deep 
As  the  life  and  need  of  my  country. 
Let  it  all  come  into  me,  Oh,  God, 
That  I  may  be  an  American, 
Not  for  the  name  alone 
But  for  the  hope,  the  vision,  the  power 
That  are  deep  in  this,  my  America. 

— Jean  Byers. 


The  broad  purpose  of  American  Education  Week  has 
become  that  of  acquainting  the  people  with  the  needs, 
aims,  and  achievements  of  the  schools. 


What  Does  America  Have  to  Defend? 

A  spiritual  heritage,  the  most  precious  gift  from  our 
forefathers. 

A  people's  government,  conceived  by  heroic  men  de- 
termined to  be  free. 

A  great  people,  over  132  million  souls  of  many  races 
and  creeds. 

A  vast  wealth,  found  in  our  natural  resources  from 
sea  to  sea. 

A  hopeful  future,  to  leave  to  our  children  and  to 
generations  unborn. 


What  Is  Education  for  the  Common  Defense? 

It  is  individual,  helping  each  person  make  the  most 
of  his  talents. 

It  is  universal,  seeking  to  educate  all  the  children  and 
all  the  people. 

It  is  practical,  helping  prepare  people  to  earn  a  good 
living. 

It  is  civic,  preparing  individuals  to  be  wise  and  loyal 
citizens. 

It  is  spiritual,  recognizing  the  eternal  dignity  of  hu- 
man personality. 
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Facts  About  American  Education 

The  population  of  the  United  States  is  132  million. 
Of  this  population,  over  30  million  persons  are  enrolled 
in  public  schools  and  colleges: 

In  elementary  schools   21,750,000 

In  <high  schools    7,200,000 

In  colleges  and  universities   1,400,000 

There  are  one  million  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 
The  cost  of  public  education  is  only  ten  cents  a  day  to 
each  person  of  voting  age. 

Enrollments  in  private  and  parochial  schools  are  near- 
ly 3,000,000. 

Other  educational  forces  include  the  library,  the  radio, 
the  press,  correspondence  education,  forums,  university 
extension  services,  the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps,  and 
other  agencies. 


ADULT    DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Thanksgiving:     For  What? 

Scripture:  Responsive  Reading  No.  3,  Brethren  Hymnal 
Sunday,  November  23 
For  the  answer  to  this  question  let  us  refer  to  the 
hymnbook  of  the  Hebrews  and  the  Brethren  Hymnal. 
These  hymns  may  be  assigned  to  a  person  for  study  and 
report.    They  may  also  be  sung. 

1.  For  Jehovah's  care  over  all  his  works  (Psalm  104). 

2.  For  Christ  our  Redeemer  (Hymn  No.  113). . 

3.  For  God's  revelation  of  himself  through  the  uni- 
verse (Hymn  No.  93). 

4.  For  the  beauty  of  the  earth  (Hymn  No.  96). 

5.  For  the  guiding  hand  of  God  (Hymn  No.  386). 

6.  For  the  seed  time  and  the  Father's  care  (Hymn  No. 
425). 

7.  For  the  happy  time  of  reaping  (Hymn  No.  430). 

8.  Therefore,  with  thankful  hearts,  O  Lord,  we  come 
(Hymn  No.  423). 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Southern  Pennsylvania  Youth  Conference 

The  Youth  Conference  of  the  Southern  District  of 
Pennsylvania  was  held  in  the  Buffalo  church  on  Oct.  5. 
Our  theme  for  the  conference  was  Building  With  Christ. 
Sister  Eleanor  Gingerich  was  the  chorister  for  the  con- 
ference. Through  the  influence  of  Sister  Esther  Brant 
and  Bro.  John  Yost,  the  helpful  worship  services  at  the 
beginning  of  both  sessions  contributed  greatly  to  the 
success  of  the  conference.  After  Elder  Green  Shively's 
word  of  welcome,  a  forum  on  Youth's  Part  in  Building 
the  Local  Church  was  directed  by  Bro.  Ernest  Lefever. 
The  speakers  were:  Sister  Ruth  Wolfe,  Bro.  Stanley  S. 
Dotterer,  Sister  Lillian  Ridenaur  and  Bro.  Galen  Kil- 
hefner.  The  points  emphasized  were:  we  must  build 
through  individual  worship  experiences,  our  services  to 
mankind,  our. social  contacts  and  our  interests  beyond 
our  local  unit.  Another  thought  expressed  was  that  we 
who  refuse  to  destroy  must  unceasingly  build.  At  the 
evening  session  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  related  his  expe- 
riences with  a  Jewish  refugee  in  whom  he  is  deeply 
interested.  "I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  in."  This, 
he  said,  is  now  being  revealed.  The  Southern  District 
will  partially  support  a  refugee  now  at  Elizabethtown 
College. 


An  interesting  hike  in  the  form  of  a  nature  study  was 
led  by  Bro.  Edward  K.  Ziegler.  It  proved  to  be  a  very 
helpful  expedition. 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  the  Bunkertown  Male 
Chorus  and  a  mixed  quartet  from  the  York  church. 

The  evening  service  was  closed  with  an  installation 
and  dedication  candlelight  service.  This  candlelight 
service  was  in  charge  of  our  adviser,  Bro.  J.  Linwood 
Eisenberg.  The  following  officers  were  installed:  Presi- 
dent, Margaret  M.  Leas;  vice-president,  Ernest  Lefever; 
secretary,  Mildred  V.  Meals;  treasurer,  Leah  Godfrey; 
recreation  director,  Glen  Ebersole;  worship  and  music 
director,  Raymond  Beers;  and  peace  (service)  director, 
J.  Jack  Melhorn. 

Mildred  Meals,  Secretary 

York,  Pa.  of  Southern  District. 


Elder  David  Abner  Rowland 

David  Abner  Rowland  was  born  at  Clearspring,  Wash- 
ington County,  Maryland,  Sept.  21,  1856,  and  departed 
this  life  Oct.  9,  1941,  aged  85  years  and  17  days.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  became  a 
Christian,  uniting  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Here  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  B.  Showalter 
Oct.  4,  1877.  One  son,  Victor, 
was  born  into  their  home,  who 
preceded  his  father  in  death  on 
April  24,  1927.  In  the  spring  of 
1881  Brother  and  Sister  Row- 
land moved  to  Mount  Morris, 
111.,,  and  in  March  of  1884  they 
moved  to  Nickerson  County, 
Kansas.  Bro.  Rowland  was  interested  in  church  work 
and  was  elected  to  the  deacon's  office  in  May  1885,  in 
which,  office  he  rendered  a  valuable  service  to  the 
church. 

In  the  spring  of  1889  they  returned  to  Illinois  and  lo- 
cated near  Polo.  March  21,  1900,  he  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  where  he  might  better  serve  the  church  he 
loved.  He  was  faithful  to  his  calling  and  on  May  7, 
1903,  he  was  ordained  to  the  eldership.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Rowland  were  interested  in  home  mission  work  and 
in  1903  they  took  charge  of  the  Ash  Ridge  church  of 
Wisconsin  under  the  direction  of  the  district  mission 
board.  Here  they  remained  for  over  two  years  in  pas- 
toral and  evangelistic  work.  From  October  1905  to 
March  1908,  he  was  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren of  Polo,  111.  Nov.  27,  1911,  he  with  his  wife,  who 
survives  him,  moved  to  Dixon,  111.,  where  he  resided 
until  the  time  of  his  departure.  Since  moving  to  Dixon 
Bro.  Rowland  did  some  mission  work  in  Moline,  111.,  and 
was  active  in  the  Dixon  church  until  his  health  failed 
him.  Besides  his  church  work,  which  came  first,  he  did 
some  farming  and  accumulated  enough  for  him  and  his 
companion  to  live  on  during  old  age.  Bro.  Rowland 
was  an  unusually  active  man,  although  never  very 
strong.  He  was  sociable  and  congenial  and  therefore 
had  many  friends.  He  was  sound  in  his  convictions 
concerning  God,  and  served  his  church  faithfully  be- 
sides looking  after  the  interests  of  his  own  household. 
He  loved  and  served  his  fellow  man.  His  memory  will 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  9 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Repentance  and  Faith. — Luke 
15:11-24.  Golden  Text,  Repent  ye,  and  believe  in  the 
Gospel.     Mark  1:15. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Church  and  Its  Money. 

B.  Y.  P.  D..  Our  Summer  Camps. 

Intermediates,  Blessed  Are  the  Peacemakers. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  Osceola 
church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Howard  Kreider,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Mt. 
Etna  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  Glen  R.  Montz,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  Charles  Oberlin,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  New  Philadelphia  church,  Ohio, 
Bro.  A.  H.  Miller,  pastor-evangelist. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Wolfred  house,  Red  Creek  con- 
gregation, W.  Va.,  Bro.  Emra  T.  Fike,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  reinstated  in  the  Bethel  house, 
Pansy,  W.  Va.,  Bro.  Emra  T.  Fike,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Lima 
church,  Ohio,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evan- 
gelists. 

Thirteen  baptized,  one  received  by  former  baptism, 
and  one  reinstated  in  the  Mexico  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  J.  W. 
Fidler,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  and  two  received  by  former  baptism 
in  the  Cedar  Rapids  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  H.  L.  Ruthrauff, 
pastor. 

Twenty-four  baptized,  one  received  by  letter  and  two 
by  associate  membership  in  the  Hollin's  Road  church, 
Va.,  Bro.  M.  Guy  West,  evangelist. 

Twenty  baptized,  four  awaiting  the  rite,  and  twenty- 
five  reconsecrated  in  the  Westernport  church,  Md.,  Bro. 
Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist;  Bro.  Foster  M.  Bittinger, 
pastor. 

Twenty-six  baptized  in  the  Milledgeville,  111.,  Breth- 
ren church  and  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Bro.  John  F. 
Locke,  evangelist;  Brethren  W.  St.  Claire  Benshoff  and 
Paul  E.  Miller,  pastors. 

•  •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Rufus  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  Nov.  16  in  the 
New  Enterprise  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Wilbur  Bantz  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  Nov.  10-23,  in  the 
Fort  Wayne  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Van  B.  Wright  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  Nov.  30— Dec. 
14,  in  the  Lick  Creek  church,  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Bro.  M.  Guy  West  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Nov.  17  in  the 
Waynesboro  church,  Va. 

Bro.  Herman  B.  Heisey,  pastor,  Nov.  9-23,  in  the  Har- 
risburg  church,  Pa. 


Bro.  S.  P.  Early  of  Creston,  Ohio,  Nov.  2-16,  in  the 
Richland  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Reuel  Pritchett  of  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  Nov.  16,  in 
the  White  Oak  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Howard  A.  Whitacre  of  Flintstone,  Md.,  Nov.  3- 
16,  in  the  Artemas  church,  Pa. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Northeastern  Kansas  has  chosen  Eld.  Hylton  Harman 
as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Con- 
ference, with  Eld.  Charles  A.  Miller  as  alternate. 

Bro.  Edgar  S.  Martin  changes  his  address  from  Fay- 
etteville,  W.  Va.,  to  Daleville,  Va.  He  is  taking  up  the 
pastorate  of  the  Daleville  church. 

Bro.  O.  E.  Messamer  is  changing  the  field  of  his  pas- 
toral service  and  his  address  is  changed  accordingly 
from  Wiley,  Colo.,  to  Osceola,  Ind. 

Congratulations  again,  this  time  to  Eld.  P.  R.  Keltner 
and  wife  of  Freeport,  111.  Oct.  31,  last,  completed  for 
them  sixty-three  years  of  conjugal  faithfulness  and 
happiness. 

Western  Pennsylvania  has  chosen  as  Standing  Com- 
mittee delegates  to  the  Richmond  Conference  Elders 
Galen  R.  Blough,  George  E.  Yoder  and  William  K.  Kulp, 
with  Elders  D.  H.  Keiper,  H.  Q.  Rhodes  and  L.  H.  Brum- 
baugh as  alternates. 

Bro.  Jesse  D.  Reber,  pastor  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
his  family,  need  your  sympathetic  interest  and  interces- 
sion. Their  daughter  is  in  the  hospital  with  infantile 
paralysis.  Under  date  of  Oct.  30  her  condition  was  re- 
ported as  "very  serious." 

Bro.  Levi  K.  Ziegler,  former  pastor  at  Waynesboro, 
Pa.,  now  director  of  Camp  Kane  in  the  same  state,  told 
the  Council  of  Boards  that  he  is  finding  opportunities 
for  kingdom  service  unsurpassed  by  any  in  his  previous 
experience.     Evidently  he  is  still  doing  pastoral  work. 

Brother  and  Sister  Oliver  H.  Austin,  after  having 
served  in  the  evangelistic  field  for  twenty -five  years,  ac- 
cepted the  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church  in  Denver, 
Colo.  They  assumed  their  new  duties  Sept.  1.  Their  ad- 
dress is  therefore  changed  from  McPherson,  Kans.,  to 
1057  S.  Washington  St.,  Denver,  Colo. 

Brother  and  Sister  Otto  Laursen,  after  eleven  years  of 
pastoral  service  with  the  Bethany  church  of  Southern 
Ohio,  closed  their  work  there  in  September  and  on  Oct. 
1  entered  their  new  field  in  the  Poplar  Ridge  church  of 
Northwestern  Ohio.  Their  address  is  changed  from  West 
Union  to  Defiance,  Ohio,  R.  4. 

Along  with  preachers,  college  presidents  and  other 
personages  who  graced  the  halls  of  the  Publishing  House 
in  connection  with  the  recent  meetings  was  Bro.  Kurtis 
Naylor,  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  member  for  the  Western 
Region.  You  may  wish  to  know  that  he  is  another  pros- 
pective worker  in  the  field  of  war  relief. 

Bethany  seniors  to  the  number  of  twenty-eight  were 
dinner  guests  of  the  Mission  and  Ministerial  Boards  one 
evening  last  week.  Indications  were  that  all  present 
enjoyed  the  fellowship  quite  as  much  as  the  dinner. 
Yes,  they  all  had  personal  names  of  which  you  are  like- 
ly to  know  more  some  time. 
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Bro.  Kenneth  W.  Hollinger,  pastor  of  the  Prices  Creek 
church  of  Southern  Ohio  and  principal  of  the  Dixon 
school,  is  changing  his  address  from  Camden  to  Eaton, 
Ohio,  522  W.  Main  St. 

Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone  wishes  to  express  his  deep  ap- 
preciation of  the  many  congratulatory  messages  which 
came  to  him  in  connection  with  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  beginning  of  his  ministry  in  the  Olivet  church  of 
Northeastern  Ohio.  "The  occasion  .  .  .  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  a  day  of  rejoicing  in  memory  of  the  many 
blessings  received  from  our  heavenly  Father  in  whom 
we  trust  for  our  hope  of  the  future." 

Bro.  Leander  Smith  writes  from  Springdale,  Ark.,  in 
appreciation  of  the  service  rendered  by  B.  C.  E.  Secre- 
tary Fleming  and  Sister  Fleming  at  the  district  meeting 
of  Southern  Missouri.  "They  both  brought  us  excellent 
messages,  they  enriched  our  program  and  won  the  con- 
fidence of  our  people."  He  thinks  they  put  the  emphasis 
at  the  right  place.  He  makes  a  special  plea  for  help  of 
this  kind  "among  our  weak  churches  till  they  receive 
courage  and  strength  to  carry  on." 

Personal  representatives  from  the  mission  fields  at  the 
board  meeting  were  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  of  Africa, 
Brother  and  Sister  F.  H.  Crumpacker  and  Sister  Mary 
Schaeffer  of  China.  Three  young  couples  now  in  prepa- 
ration at  Bethany  offered  themselves  for  service  and 
were  approved:  Brother  and  Sister  John  B.  Grimley, 
Brother  and  Sister  Andrew  H.  Holderread,  Brother  and 
Sister  Ernest  M.  Shull.  Bro.  Glen  Austin,  nephew  of 
the  well-known  evangelist,  who  is  under  appointment 
by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  for  war  relief  work 
abroad,  was  also  at  the  meeting. 

The  board  meetings  last  week  brought  us  many  per- 
sonal contacts  such  as  we  always  appreciate.  New  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Ministerial  Board  were  Bro.  H.  F. 
Richards  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and  Bro.  Ralph  E.  White 
of  Roanoke,  Va.  Bro.  Charles  E.  Zunkel  of  Lima,  Ohio, 
met  for  the  first  time  with  the  Board  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation, as  did  also  Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  of  Oak  Park, 
111.,  by  virtue  of  having  become  president  of  the  Wom- 
en's Work  Council.  Another  new  appointee  on  the 
Council  was  Mrs.  Harper  S.  Will  of  Chicago.  The  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  cabinet  meeting  had  a  new  attendant  in  Bro. 
Chalmer  Johnson  of  Grants  Pass,  Oregon. 
•  •  • 
Miscellaneous  Items 

Recipes  for  the  new  cookbook  are  coming  in.  Do  not 
neglect  to  send  yours.  See  the  convenient  form  and 
suggestions  on  page  30  of  this  paper. 

A  copy  of  "History  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren — 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  published  by  the  committee  and 
Elder  S.  R.  Zug,  1915"  is  desired.  Write  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House  if  you  have  a  copy  to  spare. 

The  aid  society  at  La  Verne  has  ordered  100  copies  of 
The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand,  that  new  book  of  poems 
by  Myra  Brooks  Welch.  The  books  will  be  sold  at  the 
November  bazaar.  They  will  make  splendid  Christmas 
presents  and  yield  the  ladies'  aid  a  profit  as  well. 

The  state  of  Washington  historical  committee  is  mak- 
ing an  effort  to  gather  district  historical  materials.  The 
committee  would  "appreciate  any  materials  stored  away 
in  the  homes  that  should  be  in  our  hands.  We  lack 
copies  of  our  district  minutes  for  1892,  1894,  1917,  1918." 
Anyone  with  materials  they  would  be  willing  to  share 
with  the  committee  should  write:  Mrs.  Jay  Eller, 
Wenatchee,  Wash.,  Route  5. 


A  good  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  one  mile  distant  from  a 
good  church,  is  for  sale  or  rent  to  a  Brethren  family  of 
good  reputation.  The  farm  has  113  acres,  modern  con- 
veniences, good  buildings,  good  land,  and  is  suitable  for 
dairying  and  poultry.  For  particulars  write  the  Breth- 
ren Service  Committee,  Elgin,  111. 

The  National  Youth  Cabinet,  noting  the  interest  of  our 
young  people  in  worthy  causes,  and  particularly  in  the 
program  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  is  "pro- 
posing to  the  brotherhood  that  our  young  people  fast  for 
at  least  one  meal  on  Nov.  11  and  that  the  money  saved 
in  such  a  fast  be  given  to  the  Brethren  Service  Commit- 
tee." Older  folks  are  invited  to  share  with  the  young 
people  in  this  sacrificial  effort.  "If  there  is  a  plan  in 
your  church  to  collect  such  funds,  we  are  suggesting 
that  this  special  offering  be  sent  through  the  regular 
channels.  If  your  people  are  not  using  the  sacrificial 
cups  on  the  tables,  perhaps  this  would  be  a  good  way  of 
introducing  them  to  your  families."  The  letter  explain- 
ing the  plan  is  signed  by  Ernest  Lefever,  Grace  Bowman, 
Kurtis  Naylor,  Chalmer  Johnson  and  Lester  A.  Young, 
also  by  Raymond  R.  Peters,  director  of  Young  People's 
Work. 

•       •       • 

With  Our  Schools 
Juniata  College 

The  opening  of  the  college  was  delayed  three  weeks 
due  to  the  prevalence  of  infantile  paralysis  in  the  areas 
from  which  the  students  come.  In  the  necessary  re- 
adjustments of  schedule,  the  commencement  will  there- 
fore come  on  Monday,  June  8. 

The  freshman  class  of  this  year  is  larger  than  the  last 
two  years  and,  based  upon  the  test  results,  is  of  higher 
intellectual  quality  than  usual.  The  students  this  year 
are  from  eleven  states  and  two  foreign  countries. 

The  convocation  sermon  was  this  year  preached  by 
George  L.  Detweiler,  pastor  of  the  Stone  church,  who 
used  as  his  subject,  Religion  on  Trial. 

The  first  vesper  service  of  the  new  college  year  in 
Oiler  Hall  was  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  19.  The 
speaker  was  H.  Stover  Kulp.  We  are  glad  to  have  the 
Kulp  family  living  on  College  Hill  this  year. 

The  development  of  the  music  interests  of  the  college 
has  brought  two  additions  to  our  equipment.  Through 
the  co-operation  of  the  Carnegie  Corporation  a  very  val- 
uable Music  Study  Set,  including  an  electric  phonograph 
and  a  large  library  of  records,  has  been  acquired.  The 
college  has  also  provided  a  new  practice  organ  which 
has  been  installed  in  one  of  the  balcony  rooms  of  Oiler 
Hall. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  was  held  on  Oct. 
16  at  the  college.  The  trustees  included  a  tour  of  the 
college  grounds,  noting  a  number  of  improvements  that 
had  been  made  during  the  summer.  Forward-looking 
plans  were  also  made  in  relation  to  the  future  develop- 
ment of  the  college,  especially  in  view  of  the  recent 
recognition  by  the  Association  of  American  Universities. 
e  e  o 
New  Gish  Fund  Books 

295.  Great  Chapters  of  the  Bible,  by  G.  Campbell  Mor- 
gan.   Regular  price,  $2.50.    Gish  price,  $1.25. 

296.  Walker's  Concordance,  1941  Edition.  Regular  price, 
$2.00.    Gish  price,  75c. 

297.  Behold  the  Man,  by  Toyohiko  Kagawa.     Regular 
price,  $2.50.    Gish  price,  $1.25. 

Note:    Numbers  296  and  297  will  not  be  sent  out  over 
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the  standing  order  list;  they  must  be  ordered  if  desired. 
See  below  for  reviews  of  numbers  295  and  297.  Even  if 
you  have  secured  a  copy  of  Cruden's  Concordance 
through  the  Gish  fund  you  may  buy  a  copy  of  Walker's 
if  you  wish.  See  page  17  of  the  Messenger  for  Novem- 
ber 1  for  the  announcement  of  five  other  new  items, 
noting  that  if  you  want  the  magazines  (numbers  290  and 
291)  your  order  must  be  in  by  December  20.  Write  for  a 
revised  copy  of  the  Gish  Fund  list. 

Great  Chapters  of  the  Bible.  G.  Campbell  Morgan. 
Revell,  1935.     $2.50. 

This  volume  of  almost  400  pages  is  an  example  of 
Biblical  preaching.  The  book  consists  of  expositions  of 
forty-nine  "great  chapters  of  the  Bible."  The  selection 
was  made  of  chapters  which  stand  out  in  the  appeal 
they  make  to  the  human  heart.  Lists  were  sent  in  by 
hundreds  of  Bible  students  and  the  chapters  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes  were  selected  for  exposition. 
Dr.  Morgan  is  widely  known  in  Europe  and  America  as 
a  great  Bible  teacher.  In  this  volume  he  is  at  his  best. 
One  periodical  describes  it  thus:  "A  superb  piece  of 
interpretation  .  .  .  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  of 
Dr.  Morgan's  works."  At  times  he  may  seem  a  little 
over  analytical,  but  keen  insight  and  at-homeness  with 
the  whole  Bible  are  evident  in  every  exposition. 

People  today  want  Biblical  preaching.  It  is  especially 
true  of  the  Brethren,  who  are  a  Bible-loving  people. 
Questionable  interpretations,  however,  endanger  us.  The 
answer  to  these  vagaries  is  not  less  Bible  but  more  Bible 
— more  Biblical  preaching  of  the  right  sort.  The  sane 
and  sensible  interpretations  in  these  chapters  explained 
and  analyzed  by  Dr.  Morgan  should  help  our  ministers 
in  this  responsibility. — Foster  B.  Statler,  Mount  Morris, 
111. 

Behold  the  Man.  Toyohiko  Kagawa.  Harpers,  1941. 
346  pages.    $2.50. 

Kagawa's  ability  as  a  novelist  is  not  so  well  known  in 
America  as  it  is  in  Japan.  His  new  book,  Behold  the 
Man,  is  a  life  of  Christ  in  the  form  of  a  novel,  and 
shows  his  skill  as  a  novelist  combined  with  his  practical, 
penetrating  interpretation  of  Christianity.  The  story  of 
the  life  of  Jesus  is  taken  up  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
John  the  Baptist.  Some  followers  of  John  went  to  Jesus 
after  they  had  buried  John,  but  their  hope  that  he 
would  be  a  messianic  king,  with  political  and  military 
power,  was  not  realized.  This  mistaken  hope  on  the 
part  of  the  masses  plays  an  important  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  story.  Jesus  consistently  refused  such 
a  position,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  leaders  like 
Barabbas.  The  goodness  and  kindliness  of  the  Master 
and  the  place  he  held  in  the  affections  of  the  common 
people  are  portrayed  as  Kagawa  is  eminently  fitted  by 
experience  and  sympathy  to  portray  them.  The  intrigues 
which  finally  caused  Jesus'  death  are  interpreted  ac- 
cording to  the  author's  idea  of  what  might  have  been 
the  facts.  The  crucifixion,  resurrection  and  some  of  the 
appearances  to  the  disciples  are  more  briefly  recounted. 
Of  course  the  author  has  used  his  imagination  (but  no 
more  so  than  have  many  widely-acclaimed  dramatists 
dealing  with  the  same  historical  situation)  and  we  may 
not  and  need  not  always  accept  his  reconstruction  of 
events.  Being  an  Oriental,  Kagawa  has  been  able  to 
picture  Biblical  scenes,  events  and  personalities  in  a 
way  that  makes  them  seem  more  real  to  us  of  the  Occi- 
dent. A  bit  of  romance  appears  in  the  story,  but  does 
not  involve  the  personality  of  Jesus. — Ora  W.  Garber. 


Elder  David  Abner  Rowland 

(Continued  From  Page  15) 
be  cherished  by  many  and  his  virtues  will  be  emulated 
by  those  who  knew  him  best.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  from  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  of  Dixon, 
111.,  by  his  pastor,  William  E.  Thompson,  on  Oct.  11, 
1941.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Polo  cemetery. 
Dixon,  111.  William  E.  Thompson. 


A  Pioneer  Moves  On 

When  our  family  went  to  Idaho  in  1910  the  Curtis  H. 
Sargent  family  had  been  there  five  years.  That  section 
of  the  state  was  still  in  the  pioneering  stage  and  five 

years  made  a  good  deal  of 
difference. 

"Curt"  Sargent  had  helped 
to  select  the  name  of  the 
town  where  the  church  was 
built.  It  was  called  Fruit- 
land.  He  was  later  to  be 
the  president  of  the  bank 
and  the  first  president  of 
the  telephone  company. 
Eventually  he  took  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  fruit  and 
dairy  interests  of  the  state. 
He  helped  to  build  the 
church  which  was  still  new 
when  we  came  to  it.  They 
are  now  building  a  new 
building  and  I  know  that  he  must  have  been  interested 
in  it. 

He  preached  for  some  years  and  his  own  lack  of  op- 
portunity for  formal  education  must  have  intensified 
his  desire  to  help  young  people  who  were  preparing  for 
church  work.  He  gave  generously  for  such  work  and 
made  no  fuss  about  it.  Those  of  us  who  shared  his 
generosity  know  that  it  came  when  we  most  urgently 
needed  it  and  because  of  that  we  appreciated  it  deeply. 
He  was  born  in  Kansas,  Feb.  27,  1870.  He  died  at 
Fruitland,  Idaho,  Sept.  6,  1941.  A  leader  at  the  summer 
assembly  tells  of  his  interest  in  the  activities  for  chil- 
dren as  well  as  for  adults. 

His  wife  was  Clara  Eldredge.  They'  were  married 
Aug.  3,  1898.  She  and  six  children  survive  him.  The 
son,  Paul,  is  an  officer  in  the  bank  and  treasurer  of  the 
church  in  McPherson,  Kansas.  Frank  Sargent,  con- 
nected for  many  years  with  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
and  Bethany  Hospital  in  Chicago,  is  a  brother. 

Elgin,  111.  C.  H.  Shamberger. 


Northeastern  Kansas 

The  district  meeting  of  Northeastern  Kansas  was  held 
at  the  Morrill  church,  Oct.  4-6.  Bro.  L.  H.  Root  of  To- 
peka,  retiring  moderator,  was  in  charge  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  business  meeting  on  Monday  morning, 
when  the  incoming  moderator,  W.  A.  Kinzie,  presided. 

Crowds  were  very  good  considering  the  cloudy  skies 
and  heavy  showers  of  Saturday,  the  first  day  of  the  con- 
ference. The  old-time  spirit  of  the  Brethren  gripped 
and  held.  Brother  and  Sister  Kinzie  and  their  good 
workers  spared  no  effort  to  make  everyone  comfortable 
and  at  ease. 

In  addition  to  our  own  district  workers,  Sister  Nettie 
Senger,    missionary     to     China,     Sister    Anetta    Mow, 
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former  missionary  to  India  and  now  from  Elgin  head- 
quarters, and  W.  W.  Peters  the  new  president  of  Mc- 
Pherson  College,  appeared  on  the  program. 

The  general  divisions  of  thought  for  consideration 
were:  Saturday  morning,  Christian  education  with  ad- 
dresses on  Organizing  Children's  Work,  Training  Young 
People  for  Christian  Leadership,  The  Need  for  Adult 
Education,  and  Jesus  the  Master  Teacher,  the  latter  by 
Bro.  Peters.  Saturday  afternoon  was  given  over  to  the 
ministerial  program  with  sermons  on  A  Vision  of  God 
and  What  Message  Shall  We  Preach  Today?  followed  by 
a  round  table.  Sunday  morning,  after  Sunday  school, 
Sister  Mow  brought  a  missionary  message.  The  mis- 
sionary offering  was  $105.  Sunday  afternoon  was  giv- 
en to  group  meetings  with  Sister  Senger  the  main  speak- 
er at  the  women's  meeting  and  President  Peters  divid- 
ing his  time  between  the  men's  and  young  people's 
groups.  Sunday  evening  closed  the  inspirational  pro- 
gram part  of  the  conference  with  special  music  by  solo- 
ist, quartet  and  choir,  talk  and  pictures  by  Sister  Senger, 
and  an  address  by  President  Peters. 

Next  year  the  district  meets  with  the  Sabetha  church. 
Hylton  Harman  is  moderator-elect. 

Abilene,  Kans.  Harold  G.  Correll,  Clerk. 


Middle  Missouri  District  Conference 

The  1941  district  conference  of  Middle  Missouri  was 
held  at  the  Osceola  church,  Oct.  3-6.  The  elders  met 
Friday  afternoon.  Inspirational  and  informational  meet- 
ings were  held  Friday  evening,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
One  guest  speaker  was  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  of  Elgin, 
whose  helpful  addresses  were  greatly  appreciated.  He 
spoke  on  Christian  Principles  for  Building  a  Better 
World,  and  the  Sunday-school  lesson,  God  Our  Heav- 
enly Father.  He  also  led  in  a  panel  discussion  with 
leaders  of  the  children's,  young  people's,  and  adult 
departments.  We  greatly  appreciated  personal  con- 
ferences with  him  too.  Brother  and  Sister  Desmond 
Bittinger  of  McPherson  College  were  with  us  Saturday 
evening  and  Sunday  forenoon.  They  used  their  mis- 
sionary and  college  background  to  inspire  us  to  greater 
Christian  activity.  Sister  Bittinger  told  two  stories  for 
the  children  (we  all  were  children  then!)  and  Bro.  Bit- 
tinger gave  the  educational  address  and  preached  the 
Sunday  morning  sermon.  Bro.  X.  L.  Coppock  of  Platts- 
burg,  Mo.,  who  served  this  district  as  fieldman  last  year, 
was  with  us  throughout  the  conference.  He  spoke  twice 
and  we  were  grateful  for  his  presence  and  helpful  sug- 
gestions at  other  sessions. 

Among  the  local  speakers  were  Elder  I.  V.  Enos,  mod- 
erator-elect, who  spoke  on  our  attitude  toward  that 
which  we  possess;  and  the  writer,  who  discussed  the 
present  status  of  liquor  control  in  Missouri.  Sunday  af- 
ternoon we  had  a  music  program,  in  which  Bro.  Abe 
Replogle,  (ninety-two  years  young)  sang  a  solo.  After 
this  the  young  people  gave  a  splendid  program,  fol- 
lowed by  separate  meetings  of  the  men's  work  and  the 
women's  work,  and  a  young  people's  outing.  These 
sessions  were  well  attended  considering  the  downpours 
of  rain  (except  on  Sunday),  which  flooded  valleys  and 
roads  along  creeks  and  rivers,  causing  one  elder  to  have 
to  walk  three  miles  across  muddy  fields  to  get  out,  and 
causing  several  cars  to  drive  for  two  thirds  of  a  mile 
through  river  water  running  over  a  state  highway. 

The  business  session  was  on  Monday,  and  most  of 
the  churches  were  represented.     Bro.   I.   V.   Enos  was 


moderator;  Aletha  Couch,  writing  clerk;  Ira  Saxton 
was  elected  reading  clerk.  Mary  Roop  was  re-elected 
secretary  of  music;  J.  J.  Wampler,  secretary  of  finance 
and  statistics;  and  Glenn  Rummel  was  elected  secretary 
of  peace  education  and  Civilian  Public  Service.  The 
1942  district  conference  will  be  held  at  Kansas  City, 
the  first  week  end  in  October,  with  Elder  James  M. 
Mohler  as  moderator.  This  date  was  chosen  for  our 
meetings  year  after  year.  Elder  Ira  Witmore  was 
elected  to  represent  this  district  on  the  1942  Standing 
Committee,  with  W.  R.  Argabright,  alternate. 

Leeton,  Mo.  Glenn  I.  Rummel. 


Some  Things  I  Learned  From  Bro.  H.  C.  Early- 
While  I  remember  him  from  very  early  childhood,  about  the 
first  profound  impression  made  upon  me  was  in  August  of  1907, 
when  it  became  my  trying  duty  to  serve  as  chairman  of  a  two- 
day  ministerial  meeting  for  what  is  now  known  as  the  Old  Sec- 
ond District  of  Virginia,  which  at  this  time  comprises  the  present 
Second,  Northern,  and  Eastern  Districts.  At  the  noon  hour  of 
the  first  day  he  came  extending  his  hand  to  me,  saying,  "I  want 
to  know  you,"  and  after  a  few  words  of  commendation  as  well 
as  caution,  said,  "You  seem  to  be  yourself.  When  one  tries  to 
be  the  other  fellow,  he  is  neither  himself  nor  the  other  fellow; 
consequently,  nobody." 

While  I  was  in  attendance  at  Bridgewater  College,  Bro.  Early 
came  to  my  home  to  talk  with  me  about  taking  up  pastoral  work 
in  Greene  County,  Virginia,  which  at  that  time  was  a  matter  of 
vital  importance  to  him  as  a  missionary  project.  After  spend- 
ing some  time  with  me  discussing  the  possibilities  of  the  field,  as 
well  as  my  own  qualifications  for  the  work,  he  went  away,  hav- 
ing, as  I  felt,  a  much  better  knowledge  of  my  fitness  than  I 
had  myself,  and  yet  with  the  best  of  feeling  between  us. 

Just  to  note  his  interest  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  may  I 
state  one  incident:  I  bought  of  him  a  little  brown  mare — Maude, 
by  name — which  lived  with  us  long  enough  to  transport  all  of 
our  children  to  school  through  the  grades  and  into  high  school. 
For  years  following  the  transaction,  when  we  would  meet,  after 
having  exchanged  greetings,  and  inquiring  about  the  welfare  of 
the  family,  he  never  failed  to  ask  about  Maude. 

In  1914  it  was  my  privilege  to  conduct  a  revival  meeting  at  one 
of  the  outposts  of  the  Mill  Creek  congregation,  of  which  Bro. 
Early  was  elder.  It  was  with  much  hesitancy  that  I  did  so,  but 
in  speaking  to  one  of  his  associate  elders  about  his  presence  at 
the  service,  I  was  assured  that  there  was  not  a  more  sympathetic 
listener  in  the  audience  than  Bro.  Early.  And  when  the  oppor- 
tune time  arrived  and  I  was  able  to  detect  it,  he  was  called  on 
to  lead  in  prayer  and  it  just  seemed  that  the  very  gates  of  heaven 
swung  back  and  God's  blessings  poured  forth  on  our  meeting 
without  measure.  On  the  closing  night  of  the  meeting  when 
souls  were  coming  forward  to  accept  Christ,  Bro.  Early  said  to 
me,  "Homer,"  for  he  had  an  aptness  for  using  one's  first  name, 
"by  all  means  this  meeting  should  not  close  tonight."  Well,  it 
did,  and  the  people  gathered  around  the  evangelist  to  invite  him 
back  next  year.  In  being  associated  with  Bro.  Early  in  a  funeral 
service  some  months  later,  the  opportunity  was  presented  and 
I  asked  his  advice  about  the  wisdom  of  returning  (to  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant) for  a  meeting  in  1915,  and  his  answer  was,  "Well,  I  have 
learned  from  experience  that,  ordinarily,  it  is  not  wise  to  do  so, 
but  under  these  circumstances,  it  might  be  permissible."  Well, 
the  prophecy  of  the  first  part  of  his  statement  was  correct. 

Once  upon  a  time,  being  appointed  by  the  district  to  do  a 
certain  piece  of  work  among  the  churches,  when  I  arrived  at 
the  place  and  time  of  the  appointment  one  Sunday  morning,  Bro. 
Early  was  there  too,  and  being  conscious  that  he  was  much  bet- 
ter prepared  to  present  my  subject  than  I  was,  I  insisted  on  his 
filling  the  appointment,  which  of  course  had  been  made  for  me, 
but  he  said,  "No,"  and  he  meant  just  that.  At  the  close  of  the 
service  some  one  said  to  me,  "We  were  disappointed  today"; 
and  I  said,  "So  was  I."  He  possessed  a  positiveness  and  pre- 
cision surpassed  by  few  people. 

We  all  sometimes  make  misjudgments — he  did.  Once  when  we 
were  both  going  to  the  same  church  to  attend  a  council  meeting, 
he  arrived  a  few  moments  ahead  of  me,  and  on  entering  the 
church  grounds  from  the  state  highway,  instead  of  driving 
around  a  mud  puddle  he  tried  to  cross  it,  but  his  Chevrolet 
stopped  right  in  the  middle  of  it  and  could  not  get  out  on  its 
own  power,  so  as  some  of  us  were  rendering  our  assistance,  he 
said,  with  that  little  chuckle  that  was  all  his  own,  "This  is  about 
the  stupidest  thing  that  I  ever  did."  Some  of  the  experiences 
of  our  superiors  witnessed  by  us  make  us  feel  that  we  live  to- 
gether in  the  same  world. 

I  was  in  the  Old  Mill  Creek  church  at  a  council  meeting  about 
the  time  that  the  matter  of  building  the  present  edifice  was  first 
talked  about.  Bro.  Early  was  enthusiastic  about  a  better  and 
more  up-to-date  place  of  worship,  but  it  was  marvelous  to  note 
the  composure  with  which  he  handled  the  subject  before  the 
house.  Once  I  heard  him  severely  criticize  the  church  clerk 
for  a  misstatement  in  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  and 
yet  he  did  it  in  such  a  polite  manner  that  no  one  could  become 
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offended  with  his  statement,  and  the  correction  was  promptly 
and  cheerfully  made. 

I  was  always  delighted  to  hear  him  speak  in  public  and  I  read 
his  articles  in  the  Messenger  with  much  interest.  When  we  sat 
in  the  balcony  on  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  3,  1941,  in  plain  view  of 
the  open  casket,  we  saw  at  least  thirty-six  ministers  whose  names 
I  can  recall — there  may  have  been  others — pass  by  to  view  the 
mortal  remains  of  a  preacher's  preacher.  Only  once  in  my  life 
have  I  seen  this  surpassed,  and  that  was  on  Aug.  30,  1917,  at  the 
funeral  of  Bro.  S.  N.  McCann,  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  as- 
sisted by  Brethren  J.  S.  Flory  and  H.  G.  Miller,  when  there  were 
at  least  fifty-seven  ministers  present,  and  all  of  them  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  save  one,  a  Methodist. 

Churchville,  Va.  W.  H.  Zigler. 


for  a  bulletin  to  the  Oregon  State  College,  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment, Corvaliis,  Oregon.  For  detailed  information  concerning 
the  church  write  to  Elder  Ralph  R.  Hatton,  5528  N.  Moore  St., 
Portland,  Oregon. 

F.  H.  Barr,  Executive  Secretary,  Oregon  District. 
Myrtle  Point,   Oregon. 


Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 

Brother  and  Sister  Joseph  Claar  of  Claysburg,  Pa.,  R.  D.,  cele- 
brated their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  on  Oct.  8,  1941.  They 
were  married  Oct.  8,  1891.  They  have  lived  in  this  community 
all    their    lives. 

Bro.  Claar,  the  son  of  a  minister,  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Christena  (Claar)  Claar:  Mrs.  Claar  was  the  daughter  of  Brother 
Martin   and   Sister   Rachel   Lingenfelter   Direly. 

They  have  been  members  of  the  Lower  Claar  Church  of  the 
Brethren  all  their  lives.  Bro.  Claar  served  as  deacon  for  many 
years.  The  Claars  are  the  oldest  couple  to  attend  church  at 
this  place.  They  haven't  missed  Sunday  school  for  a  number 
of  years,  unless  they  were  sick.  They  are  always  willing  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  when  they  are  called  upon. 

They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  four  are  liv- 
ing: Warren  Claar,  Mrs.  Sadie  Colebaugh,  Mahlon  Claar  and 
Mrs.  Daisy  Hainsey.  One  son  died  July  8,  1907,  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  All  the  children  are  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  all  live  within  a  mile  of  their  parents.  They  have 
eight  grandchildren   and  two  great-grandchildren. 

They  attended  church  and  Sunday  school;  then  at  the  noon 
hour  they  enjoyed  a  fine  dinner  with  thirty  persons  at  the  table. 
They  received  many  nice  and  useful  gifts  and  congratulations 
from  their  many  friends  and  neighbors. 

Claysburg,  Pa.  Mrs.  Wilma  Black. 


An  Oregon  Church  Calls  for  Help 

A  small  but  an  earnest  and  faithful  group  of  members  of  the 
Newberg  church  met  Thursday  evening,  Sept.  24,  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Fred  Berkett,  loyal  lay  members  of  this 
congregation.  In  addition  to  the  local  members  there  were 
present  the  elder  in  charge,  Brother  Ralph  R.  Hatton,  and  wife, 
who  are  serving  also  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Portland  church, 
and  myself  as  district  executive  secretary. 

The  main  question  for  thought  and  discussion  for  the  evening 
was  that  of  how  to  maintain  and  build  up  this  struggling  little 
church  which,  from  the  standpoint  of  location  and  opportunity, 
has  all  the  possibilities  for  growth,  but  which  has  languished 
somewhat  through  the  last  decade  or  more.  At  present  there 
is  no  resident  minister.  The  district,  however,  is  supplying  min- 
isterial help  to  conduct  services  for  them  two  Sundays  per 
month.  But  something  more  is  needed.  There  is  need  of  a 
transfusion  of  new  blood  and  life  into  the  congregation  to  bring 
back  the  health  of  confidence  and  the  strength  of  aggressive 
leadership    into   the   community. 

Now  this  is  the  thought  the  group  asked  me  to  express  in  this 
letter  of  correspondence:  There  are  many  good,  consecrated 
Brethren  families  who  put  Christ  and  the  church  foremost  in 
their  thought  and  life  planning.  Undoubtedly  there  are  some 
of  this  type  who  are  thinking  of  seeking  a  new  location  for  the 
purpose  of  bettering  their  living  condition,  but  who  at  the  same 
time  are  desirous  of  locating  in  a  congregation  of  our  denomina- 
tion where  they  are  really  needed  and  can  do  the  most  good  for 
the  cause  of  Christ.  If  you  who  are  reading  this  represent  such 
a  family  I  am  ready  to  tell  you  that  the  Newberg  church  and 
community   offers  you  this  twofold  consideration. 

The  church  is  located  in  a  clean  and  prosperous  community 
of  3,000  population.  The  Christian  and  better  moral  type  of 
citizenry  predominates  and  controls  the  affairs  of  civic  govern- 
ment. Local  option  in  the  matter  of  liquor  prohibition  has  pre- 
vailed since  the  federal  law  was  repealed.  The  town  offers  the 
finest  in  the  way  of  educational  advantages.  Besides  the  best  in 
grade  and  high  school  facilities,  the  Pacific  College,  a  Friends 
institution,  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  for  those  seeking  a 
college  education  in  a  Christian  environment. 

The  town  is  supported  by  a  rich  and  thriving  agricultural 
area  surrounding  it.  The  nut  and  berry  industries  are  the  chief 
industries  of  this  section.  More  walnuts  and  filberts  are  grown 
here  than  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Berries  of  all  varieties 
grow  in  abundance.  Other  fruits  such  as  prunes,  cherries,  ap- 
ples, pears  and  grapes  are  also  grown  and  supply  many  markets 
all  over  the  United  States. 

If  you  are  missionary-minded  and  desire  primarily  to  serve  a 
needy  church,  and  secondarily  are  interested  in  making  a  good 
living,  I  most  heartily  recommend  Newberg  and  the  surround- 
ing country  for  your  earnest  consideration.  For  an  accurate 
and  unbiased  report  of  facts  concerning  the  land,  climate, 
rainfall,  agricultural  possibilities  of  this  country  in  general  write 


Sixty  Years  Together 

Brother  and  Sister  Lewis  Mishler  were  married  Sept.  15,  1881. 
With  the  exception  of  three  years,  they  were  lifelong  residents 
of  the  township  in  which  they  now  reside,  near  South  Whitley, 


Brother  and  Sister  Lewis  Mishler 

Ind.  They  have  one  son,  Harley  Mishler,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Reiff,  living.  One  son  and  one  daughter  died  in  infancy. 
There  is  also  a  foster  daughter,  Mrs.  Tiny  Blue  of  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.  It  is  an  interesting  coincidence  that  besides  the  four  chil- 
dren there  are  four  grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren. 
Bro.  Mishler  has  been  a  faithful  deacon  for  many  years.  Both 
he  and  his  life  companion  grew  up  in  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

Their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  was  celebrated  Monday, 
Sept.  15.  Open  house  was  held  all  day  and  at  noon  a  basket 
dinner  was  enjoyed.  More  than  125  persons  called  at  the  Mish- 
ler home  during  the  day  to  extend  their  greetings  to  the  couple. 
During  the  afternoon  a  program  was  given  under  the  direction 
of  Pastor  Paul  Kendall.  The  principal  feature  was  an  address 
by  Pastor  Moyne  Landis  of  the  Spring  Creek  church.  There 
were  other  interesting  features — good  singing  and  good  fellow- 
ship. 

Despite  their  years,  Brother  and  Sister  Mishler  are  in  fair 
health   and  were  able  to  enjoy  the  day  without  any  ill  effects. 

South   Whitley,   Ind.  Cyrus  D.   Senger. 


In  Memory  of  Aunt  Emma  Barklow 
Emma  Jane  Bonewitz  Barklow  was  born  Sept.  12,  1872,  in  Clay 
County,   Ind.,    and   passed    away   Sept.    4,    1941,    at   her   home   in 
Myrtle   Point,   Oregon,    at   the   age    of   sixty-eight   years,    eleven 

months  and  twenty-two  days. 
She  was  the  second  oldest  in  a 
family  of  nine  children  born  to 
John  and  Margaret  Bonewitz. 
The  Bonewitz  family  moved 
from  Indiana  to  Nebraska  in 
1876  and  in  1897  they  came  west 
to  Oregon.  The  family  lived  at 
Norway,  Oregon,  for  several 
years.  On  Aug.  7,  1890,  Emma 
was  married  to  B.  Franklin 
Barklow.  They  were  soon 
called  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  '  They 
lived  in  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon, 
where  their  family  of  three  girls 
and  three  boys  were  born.  They 
moved  to  California  in  the  fall 
of  1916  and  lived  there  for  nine 
years.  Her  husband  passed 
away  in  1925  while  they  were 
yet   in    California. 

She  is  survived  by  two  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons,  one  daugh- 
ter having  passed  away  in  early  childhood:  Mrs.  Pearl  Poland 
of  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon,  Mrs.  Ruby  Allard  of  North  Bend,  Ore- 
gon, Ira  and  Fred  of  Sacramento,  Calif.,  and  Loren  of  Yreka, 
Calif.  She  also  leaves  two  grandchildren. 
She   was   a   faithful   member   of   the   Church    of   the   Brethren 
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from  the  early  years  of  her  life  until  the  close.  She  loved  to  go 
to  church  and  was  always  present  when  she  was  able  to  attend. 
She  could  never  remember  the  time  when  she  did  not  wear  her 
prayer  veil,  even  before  she  was  baptized,  for  it  was  taught  in 
the  Bonewitz  family  as  the  only  proper  attitude  for  sisters 
during  prayer.  Her  manner  of  life  was  quiet  and  unassuming, 
full  of  love  for  her  Lord.  She  would  never  speak  evil  of  any- 
one and  was  always  tender  and  considerate  of  those  about  her. 
We  thought  of  her  as  our  own  Aunt  Emma,  for  to  know  her  was 
to    love   her. 

During  the  many  months  of  her  illness  she  was  always  kind 
and  patient,  never  complaining  about  her  own  condition,  but 
always  expressing  her  sympathy  for  others.  When  the  summons 
came  Aunt  Emma  was  ready  and  waiting  to  enter  the  haven  of 
rest. 

A  very  impressive  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  her  pas- 
tor, Bro.  F.  H.  Barr,  at  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Myrtle 
Point,    and   burial   was   made   in   the   Norway   cemetery. 

Myrtle  Point,   Oregon.  Minnie  M.   Herman. 


Mother  Lauver  As  I  Knew  Her 

Another  great  soul  has  gone  on.  This  was  my  feeling  when  I 
heard    of   Sister   Lauver's   home-going. 

I  thought  of  the  time  when  I  first  learned  to  know  her  with 

her  family  in  the  home.  I  was 
impressed  with  her  deep  con- 
cern for  her  husband  and  his 
work  and  the  careful  training 
of  their  children. 

Though  modest  and  perhaps 
retiring  in  manner,  she  learned 
to  meet  hard  things  in  a  Chris- 
tian way.  It  was  no  easy  task 
to  shoulder  the  responsibility  of 
raising  four  children  alone  aft- 
er the  father  passed  away.  Yet 
she  did  do  it  alone.  Her  im- 
plicit faith  in  divine  help  was 
evident  at  every  turn.  The  in- 
terest shown  by  friends  was  al- 
ways appreciated.  Sister  Lauver 
often  worked  too  hard  that  the 
children  might  have  necessary 
food  and  clothing,  educational 
opportunities,  and  the  spiritual 
guidance  she  so  much  desired 
for  them. 
She  liked  to  share  with  others 
and  frequently  friends  enjoyed  her  hospitality  in  the  home.  It 
was  a  pleasure  to  see  the  mother  and  children  around  the  table 
after  the  evening  meal  preparing  some  lesson  for  the  next  day  in 
school.  Sometimes  one  needed  help  over  a  perplexing  problem, 
sometimes  another.  Mother  Lauver  was  ever  ready  to  give  the 
needed   assistance. 

Mother  Lauver's  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  children  as 
they  grew  older  never  waned.  She  enjoyed  reading  a  new  book 
as  much  as  they.  Frequently  they  discussed  the  book  together. 
Many  worth-while  books  were  found   on  the  library  table. 

Sister  Lauver's  ideals  were  high.  Sometimes  the  family  did 
without  things  of  lesser  importance  so  that  the  finer  and  more 
worth-while  things  could   be  had   in  the  home. 

Her  love  for  the  church  was  shown  by  taking  an  active  part  in 
its  various  activities.  She  was  an  excellent  Sunday-school  teach- 
er. She  enjoyed  working  where  she  felt  she  was  needed  and 
could  be  of  real  service   to  her  Master. 

Nothing  seemed  too  hard  for  her  to  undertake.  Her  advice 
■was  often  sought  by  those  in  the  church  where  she  spent  her 
later  years. 

There  was  always  time  for  family  worship  in  Mother  Lauver's 
home.  Her  deep  love  for  God's  word,  her  utter  dependence  on 
him  for  guidance,  her  earnest  and  sincere  prayers,  and  the  fel- 
lowship and  sharing  in  those  moments  of  devotion  will  long 
be  remembered  by  her  children  and  by  those  who  shared  them 
occasionally. 

She  gave  herself  unselfishly  to  her  home,  the  church  and  com- 
munity. She  gave  to  the  world  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
It  was  a  great  joy  to  live  to  see  each  of  the  children  well  pre- 
pared for  his  or  her  chosen  work.  The  family  tie  between 
mother  and  children  was  most  sacred. 

As  throughout  life,  so  in  those  last  moments,  she  was  true  to 
her  convictions.     The  Church  of  the  Brethren  was  dear  to  her 
and  her  Lord  precious  to  the  end. 
Truly  her  children  can  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed. 
Sebring,  Fla.  Anna  Miller. 


Sister  Lauver  in  the  Prime  of  Her  Life 

In  pioneer  days  at  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  one  of  the  in- 
fluential characters  about  the  school  was  Sister  Sarah  Lauver. 
As  Elder  George  Lauver,  her  husband,  so  wholeheartedly 
worked  as  a  member  of  the  faculty  there,  his  devoted  companion 
also  entered  into  the  deepest  interests  of  the  institution.     She 


was  very  remarkable.  Her  influence  could  not  be  measured. 
She  very  seldom  appeared  before  the  public,  yet  her  quiet,  un- 
assuming and  sympathetic  life  spoke  very  clearly.  Her  self- 
sacrificing  spirit,  with  her  economy  and  willingness  to  live  in 
most  humble  surroundings,  were  great  incentives  to  Bro.  Lauver 
as  well  as  others  who  were  making  great  sacrifices  for  the  insti- 
tution at  that  time. 

The  soul  touch  of  Sister  Lauver  upon  those  who  associated 
with  her  was  a  strong  incentive  to  a  like  devotion. 

Sebring,   Fla.  Lydia   Stauffer. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Barllebaugh-Hamplon. — At  the  home  of  the  groom's  mother, 
Oct.  18,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  Kenneth  Bartlebaugh  and 
Mary  Hampton,  both  of  Grazierville,  Pa. — John  R.  Snyder,  Ty- 
rone,   Pa. 

Brumbaugh-Bellamy. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents, 
Oct.  18,  1941,  Wesley  E.  Brumbaugh  and  Jean  Bellamy,  both  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Daniel  M.  Brumbaugh,  Dan- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Doernberg-Guihrie.— By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  27,  1941,  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Robert  J.  Doernberg  of  Spencer- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  Adeline  E.  Guthrie  of  LaFayette,  Ohio. — J.  L- 
Guthrie,   LaFayette,   Ohio. 

Franke-Keller. — Arden  Franke  and  Vera  Keller,  both  of  Sa- 
betha,  Kans.,  in  the  Morrill  church,  by  the  undersigned,  Oct.  11,. 
1941. — W.   A.   Kinzie,   Morrill,   Kans. 

Hickman-Morris. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents  near 
Mountain  Grove,  Mo.,  Oct.  12,  1941,  Everett  Kern  Hickman  and 
Rebecca  Elizabeth  Morris,  by  the  undersigned. — J.  H.  Morris, 
Mountain   Grove,   Mo. 

Kazynski-Summers. — On  the  church  lawn  of  the  Danville 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  June  23,  1941,  Thomas  Kazynski  and 
Kathleen  R.  Summers,  both  of  Chicago,  111.,  by  the  undersigned. 
— Daniel  M.  Brumbaugh,   Danville,   Ohio. 

Myers-Warner. — Lawrence  Myers  and  Betty  Warner,  both  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  in  the  Second  South  Bend  Church  of  the 
Brethren. — Edward    Stump,    South   Bend,   Ind. 

Pepple-Goss. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  bride's  home  at  Lew- 
istown.  Pa.,  Bro.  Henry  A.  Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  and 
Sister  Dorothy  I.  Goss  of  Lewistown. — D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury, 
Pa. 

Roarbaugh-Meashey. — Paul  Roarbaugh  and  Sister  Edna  Mae 
Meashey,  both  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1941,  in  the  German- 
town  church,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned. — Benja- 
min F.  Waltz,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Roberts-Horn. — At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  June  1, 
1941,  Melvine  Earl  Roberts  of  Butler,  Ohio,  and  Twylabelle  Horn 
of  Danville,  Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Daniel  M.  Brumbaugh, 
Danville,    Ohio. 

Williamson-Meyers. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Morrill  church, 
Sept.  17,  1941,  John  C.  Williamson  and  Lela  Meyers,  both  of 
Sabetha,   Kans. — W.   A.   Kinzie,   Morrill,   Kans. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Albright,  Leah  Ellen  Wentz,  was  born  May  30,  1882,  and  died 
Oct.  4,  1941.  On  April  26,  1908,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Emanuel  Albright,  who  passed  away  several  years  ago.  She 
is  survived  by  two  children,  several  grandchildren,  five  sisters 
and  two  brothers.  She  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Albright 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  cared  for  her  invalid  husband  for 
many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Oct.  7  in  the  Hol- 
singer  church  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.   I.  Pepple,   Woodbury,  Pa. 

Aumiller,  Ephraim,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1851,  at  Portland,  Ohio, 
and  died  at  his  home  near  Sabetha,  Kans.,  Sept.  28,  1941.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Hammond  in  February 
1877.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  children;  the  wife  and  five 
children  preceded  him  in  death.  He  is  survived  by  five  chil- 
dren, twenty-three  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchil- 
dren. He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Morrill 
about  twenty  years  ago,  to  which  faith  he  continued  faithful 
to  the  end.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  under- 
signed at  the  Morrill  church  on  Oct.  1.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
Morrill  cemetery. — W.   A.   Kinzie,   Morrill,   Kans. 

Baughman.  Judith  Mae,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar 
Baughman,  died  Oct.  12,  1941,  aged  two  months.  Besides  the 
father  and  mother  she  is  survived  by  one  brother  and  two  sis- 
ters. The  funeral  was  held  at  the  home,  conducted  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Burial  was  made  in  the  Osceola  Mills  cemetery.— 
John  R.   Snyder,   Tyrone,  Pa. 

Baum,  Emma,  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1874,  and 
died  Sept.  8,  1941.  Miss  Baum  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  She  is  survived  by  one  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Eld.  H.  B.  Yoder  in  the  Herr  funeral  home  at 
Lampeter,  with  interment  in  the  Mellinger  cemetery  near  Lan- 
caster.— Mrs.  Kenton  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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Beckwilh,  Cimeons  Ambrose,  son  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Beckwith,  died  Oct.  5,  1941,  at  the  Phillipsburg  State 
hospital  after  an  extended  illness.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years  and  had  served  in  the 
office  of  deacon  and  also  Sunday-school  superintendent.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reside  in  the  home  or  immediate  community.  Two  sisters  also 
survive.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Glass  funeral  par- 
lors, and  burial  was  made  in  the  Bald  Eagle  cemetery,  services 
being  conducted  by  the  undersigned. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone, 
Pa. 

Booher,  Catherine  E.  Yount,  was  born  April  3,  1850,  and  died 
Sept.  28,  1941.  She  was  the  third  of  seven  children.  Her  par- 
ents and  all  her  brothers  and  sisters  preceded  her  in  death.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  she  was  seven- 
teen years  old.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  William  Booher 
in  1871.     He  died  in  1887.— H.  L.  Hartsough,  N.  Manchester,  Ind. 

Boor,  Mary  Ruth,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  14, 
1912,  and  departed  this  life  June  27,  1941.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Bro.  Oscar  K.  Boor  on  Sept.  26,  1930.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  her  husband,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  her  parents,  three 
brothers  and  three  sisters.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Yellow  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Bro.  E.  M.  Det- 
wiler  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  Percy  Kegarise.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Steele  cemetery. — Bertha  Snyder,  Hopewell,  Pa. 

Campbell,  Ananias  Lincoln,  died  Sept.  30,  1941,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  He  was  born  in  the  Ligonier  Valley  but 
in  recent  years  was  living  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Wat- 
erford  church  on  Oct.  3.  The  service  was  in  charge  of  Breth- 
ren Wilbur  H.  Nefr  of  Pittsburgh  and  W.  E.  Wolford  of  the  Wat- 
erford  church. — Flora  S.  Berkeley,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Crist,  Charles  William,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Rachel  Crist,  two  daughters,  two  grandchildren,  three  sisters 
and  a  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Charles  C. 
Baker  funeral  home,  with  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey,  pastor  of  the  Hum- 
mel Street  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  .which  Bro.  Crist  was  a 
member,  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Spring  Creek  cem- 
etery at  Hershey,  Pa. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem,   Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Denlinger,  Alma  Irene,  daughter  of  Orion  and  Lydia  Den- 
linger,  died  at  the  home  of  her  father  in  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Oct.  4, 
1941,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  She  was  a  graduate  of 
Manchester  College  and  had  been  a  teacher  for  twenty-six  years. 
She  also  took  graduate  work  at  Ohio  State  and  Columbia  uni- 
versities. She  had  taught  in  the  Dayton  public  schools  since 
1925.  Alma  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1908. 
She  had  been  a  Sunday-school  teacher,  primary  superintendent 
and  member  of  various  committees  and  boards,  all  of  which 
■was  a  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  church.  Perhaps  her 
outstanding  work  was  the  quiet  ministry  of  cheer  which  she 
distributed  through  letters,  greetings  and  gifts.  During  the  past 
two  years  when  she  was  a  semi-invalid  she  manifested  a  most 
beautiful  Christian  character.  This  statement  taken  from  her 
diary  indicates  her  deep  devotion  and  optimistic  faith:  "After 
complete  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  life  is  much  fuller  and 
richer  and  more  precious.  And  now  as  the  year  1940  slips  away 
into  history  and  1941  approaches,  may  it  be  just  as  rich  and 
full  of  blessings,  and  I  pray  that  I  may  always  do  the  little 
things  of  service  for  him  as  he  gives  me  strength  from  day  to 
day."  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Trotwood  church 
by  the   undersigned. — E.   R.   Fisher,   Trotwood,   Ohio. 

Dick,  Clara  Garber,  was  born  Nov.  30,  1867,  and  departed 
this  life  Aug.  1,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  on  April  12, 
1888,  to  John  B.  Dick,  who,  with  four  children,  survives  her. 
One  son  preceded  her  thirty-six  years  ago.  Sister  Dick  united 
-with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  young  and  lived  a  faith- 
ful and  devoted  life.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Albright 
church  on  Aug.  3  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  cemetery  near  by. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Driver,  Laura  Byerly,  was  born  near  Lima,  Ohio,  Jan.  23,  1868, 
and  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
Oct.  1,  1941.  On  Dec.  31,  1891,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Samuel  L.  Driver,  who  preceded  her  in  death  almost  eighteen 
years  ago.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  four  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  and  has  ever  lived  a  very  devoted  Christian 
life.  Up  to  the  time  of  her  failing  health,  her  place  was  seldom 
•vacant  at  church  services.  She  was  always  interested  in  the 
different  activities  of  the  church.  Those  remaining  to  mourn 
her  loss  are  four  daughters,  four  grandchildren,  five  brothers, 
two  sisters  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and  friends. — H.  L. 
Hartsough,   North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Fleck,  Reba  Grace,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donovan  R. 
Fleck,  died  Sept.  29,  1941,  at  the  Phillipsburg  State  hospital 
after  a  short  illness.  She  was  born  at  Grazierville,  Pa.,  Feb.  14, 
1940.  She  is  survived  by  her  parents  and  one  sister.  The  fu- 
neral was  conducted  in  the  Grazierville  Methodist  church  and 
burial  was  made  in  the  Logan  Valley  cemetery.— John  R.  Sny- 
der, Tyrone,   Pa. 

Gillespie,  Olive,  died  Sept.  6,  1941.  She  was  a  native  of 
Pittsburgh,  having  lived  in  this  area  all  of  her  fifty  years.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Pittsburgh  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
twenty-two  years.     She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Joseph  Gil- 


lespie, and  four  children.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Sept. 
10  at  their  home  in  Brookline.  Pastor  Wilbur  H.  Neff  and  Rev. 
Mark  Hanna  of  the  Christian  church  of  Knoxville  conducted  the 
service. — Flora  S.   Berkeley,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Grist,  Anna  Elizabeth,  quietly  went  to  sleep  on  Sept.  23,  1941, 
at  the  Wabash  hospital,  where  she  had  been  taken  for  treat- 
ment for  an  illness  that  had  lasted  seventeen  weeks.  Mrs.  Grist 
was  born  on  Nov.  17,  1867,  to  Israel  and  Mary  Gilbert.  She  lived 
her  entire  life  in  this  community.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  when  quite  young.  In  this  church  she  lived 
a  faithful  life  until  her  death.  On  Feb.  21,  1904,  she  was  united 
in  marriage  to  George  E.  Grist.  No  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  but  their  devotion  to  each  other  was  of  the  highest  qual- 
ity. Surviving  are  the  husband,  two  sisters,  two  brothers  and 
a  number  of  other  relatives  and  friends. — H.  L.  Hartsough,  N. 
Manchester,    Ind. 

Landes,  William  Henry,  son  of  Enos  and  Sarah  Landes,  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  June  25,  1878.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  Kansas  in  1880,  locating  in  Brown  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  established  his  home,  reared  his  family 
and  resided  until  he  answered  the  call  of  the  Father  on  Sept.  28, 
1941,  following  three  and  one-half  months  of  intense  suffering 
which  he  bore  courageously.  His  life  was  enriched  through  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Spare  on  Jan.  1,  1906.  To  this  union  were 
born  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  united  with  the  church 
when  sixteen  years  of  age.  His  life  was  a  positive  example  of 
Christian  loyalty;  his  personality  radiated  the  glow  and  beauty 
of  the  Master's  touch.  He  was  dearly  loved  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  served  the  church  as  deacon  and  clerk  for  many  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  devoted  companion,  five  children,  one 
grandchild,  two  sisters  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Morrill  church  on  Oct.  1 
by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  Sawyer,  a  lifelong  friend 
of  the  deceased.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Morrill  cemetery. — 
W.   A.   Kinzie,  Morrill,  Kans. 

McManuels,  Charles  J.,  died  in  a  hospital  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hummel  Street  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Surviving  are  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Mc- 
Manuels, three  sisters  and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Dugan  funeral  home  with  Bro.  H.  D.  Heisey, 
pastor  of  the  Hummel  church,  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in 
the  Paxtang  cemetery. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem,   Camp  Hill,  Pa. 

Metz,  Olivia  Elizabeth,  died  Aug.  1,  1941,  near  Johnsville,  Md., 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter  with  whom  she  had  made  her 
home  during  the  long  illness  that  preceded  her  death.  She 
was  aged  eighty  years  and  ten  months.  Before  her  marriage 
she  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Frederick  County.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Church  of  the  Brethren 
where  she  taught  a  Sunday-school  class  for  many  years  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  aid  society.  On  Dec.  27, 
1887,  she  was  married  to  Eld.  Daniel  O.  Metz,  who  is  now  the 
oldest  elder  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland.  For  many 
years  they  resided  at  their  home  near  Johnsville  where  Bro. 
Metz  taught  school  until  his  retirement  a  few  years  ago.  Sister 
Metz  was  widely  known  for  her  hospitality,  optimism  and  gen- 
erosity. Besides  her  husband  she  is  survived  by  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  both  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Five 
grandchildren  also  survive.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Beaver 
Dam  cemetery  with  the  writer  and  Eld.  William  Baker  officiat- 
ing.— J.  R.  Klein,  Union  Bridge,  Md. 

Mock,  Frederick,  oldest  son  of  Henry  and  Matilda  Mock,  was 
born  Sept.  7,  1868,  at  Claysburg,  Pa.,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1941,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  in  Altoona.  His  wife,  Alice  Mock,  preceded 
him  in  death  sixteen  years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  a  son  and 
two  daughters  and  a  number  of  brothers  and  sisters.  He  was 
of  the  Lutheran  faith.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in 
the  Albright  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple.  In- 
terment was  made  in  the  cemetery  there. — Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple, 
Woodbury,  Pa. 

Reed,  Thomas  Jefferson,  was  born  Mar.  16,  1877,  and  passed 
away  suddenly  on  Oct.  17,  1941.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
about  eighteen  years  ago.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Decatur 
church  soon  after  its  founding  and  continued  his  loyalty  to  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  until  his  death.  The  funeral  services 
were  in  charge  of  the  writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Grace- 
land  cemetery  of  Decatur. — John  B.   Wieand,  Decatur,  111. 

Sensenbaugh,  James  B.,  passed  away  Oct.  16,  1941,  at  the  Old 
Folks'  Home  near  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  He  was  born  on  Mar.  8, 
1863,  in  White  County,  Ind.,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Betsy  Sensen- 
baugh. At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  and 
worked  for  his  brother,  later  going  into  farming  for  himself 
with  his  sister  Mary  keeping  house  for  him.  In  1889  one  of  their 
sisters  died,  leaving  six  children;  three  of  the  older  were  raised 
by  James  and  Mary.  In  1895  they  moved  to  Albernett,  Iowa,  and 
five  years  later  they  moved  to  the  state  of  Washington  for  one 
year,  after  which  they  came  back  to  Iowa  and  farmed  near  Mar- 
shalltown and  Conrad.  In  1907  they  moved  to  Kansas  and  re- 
turned to  Iowa  in  1912,  making  their  home  in  Marshalltown. 
He  and  Mary  entered  the  Old  Folks'  Home  on  Nov.  22,  1939. 
Aunt  Mary  passed  away  on  June  12,  1940.  James  united  with 
the  church  early  in  life  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon  in 
1896;  he  was  faithful  until  death.  He  is  survived  by  four  broth- 
ers; surviving  also  are  two  of  the  nieces  that  they  raised,  and 
a  host  of  other  nieces  and  nephews.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Iowa  River  church  by  the  writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — J.  A.  Eby,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— November  8,  1941 


23 


Shafer,  Marietta,  was  born  to  David  and  Hannah  Heckman  on 
Feb.  9,  1860,  near  Union,  Ohio.  She  was  baptized  into  the  Salem 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  1887  by  Eld.  Jesse  Kinsey.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Albert  W.  Shafer  on  Sept.  9,  1888.  One 
child  was  born,  who  died  in  infancy.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
Bro.  Shafer  was  called  to  the  deacon's  office.  Later  they  moved 
to  Trotwood  and  became  charter  members  of  the  Trotwood 
church.  They  gave  a  great  deal  of  their  time  to  help  build  the 
church  at  Trotwood.  Sister  Shafer  died  on  Aug.  27,  1941.  She 
leaves  four  sisters  and  a  brother. — E.  R.  Fisher,  Trotwood,  Ohio. 
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Shehon,  David  B.,  was  born  May  24 
denly  from  a  heart  attack  on  Aug.  16, 
Ore  Hill.  He  united  with  the  Church 
years  ago.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
dren,  five  grandchildren  and  a  number 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
D.  I.  Pepple.  Interment  was  made 
Mrs.  D.  I.  Pepple,  Woodbury,  Pa. 

Sweilzer,  Robert  Melvin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Sweitzer, 
died  Sept.  28,  1941,  as  the  result  of  a  railway  accident  in  the 
Altoona  yards  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  brakeman.  He  was  born  in  Tyrone,  Pa.,  Sept.  12, 
1921.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents  and  three  brothers.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Tyrone  Church  of  the  Brethren,  hav- 
ing a  record  attendance  of  fourteen  years  in  Sunday  school.  He 
was  assistant  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  tragic  death  cast  a  gloom  over  the  church,  Sunday 
school  and  community.  The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Tyrone 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  burial  was  made  in  the  Logan  Val- 
ley cemetery.  The  undersigned,  his  pastor,  had  charge  of  the 
services. — John  R.  Snyder,  Tyrone,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Fresno. — On  the  evening  of  Sept.  3  our  church  met  in  regular 
council,  preceded  by  a  potluck  lunch  in  the  basement.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  C.  H.  Yoder,  presided  at  the  meeting.  Reports  from 
all  departments  show  the  church  in  good  working  order  and  the 
finances  in  good  shape.  Officers  of  the  church  and  Sunday  school 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  C.  H.  Yoder  was  re- 
elected elder  and  Bro.  Floyd  Yearout  is  general  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school.  Three  delegates  were  elected  to  represent 
us  at  the  district  meeting  at  Empire,  Calif.,  Oct.  11-14.  On 
Sept.  28,  after  a  very  appropriate  sermon  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Glenn  Harmon,  the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  were  installed  in  an  impressive  ceremony. — Mrs. 
J.  N.  Shank,  Fresno,  Calif.,  Oct.  18. 

Long  Beach. — During  the  summer  our  church  has  been  richly 
blessed  by  the  varied  programs  made  possible  through  visitors 
attending  the  Annual  Conference  at  La  Verne.  Brethren  Al 
Brightbill  and  William  Beahm  of  Chicago,  and  Bro.  Omer 
Maphis  of  Elgin  were  with  us  at  various  times.  Two  of  our 
former  pastors,  Brethren  W.  T.  Luckett  and  J.  S.  Zimmerman, 
filled  our  pulpit  on  two  different  Sundays,  and  Dean  Lorell 
Weiss  of  La  Verne  College  on  another  Sunday.  Our  entire  mem- 
bership was  grieved  over  the  death  of  six-year-old  Gay  Dianne 
Ferrell,  a  member  of  our  Sunday  school;  she  passed  away  very 
suddenly  after  an  operation.  On  Aug.  10  Bro.  Herman  B.  Landis, 
missionary  on  furlough,  inspired  us  with  his  message.  On  Sun- 
day evening,  Aug.  17,  some  of  the  young  married  men,  assisted 
by  Bro.  E.  A.  Miller  acting  as  judge,  presented  the  mock  trial  of 
Arle  Brooks,  conscientious  objector.  The  attitude  toward  both 
sides  of  the  question  was  brought  vividly  to  our  minds.  During 
the  camp  season  about  forty  young  people  and  leaders  were  in 
attendance  at  Camp  La  Verne.  Bro.  Barnhart,  our  pastor,  taught 
a  Bible  class  at  the  young  people's  camp.  Our  delegates  to  the 
district  conference  held  at  La  Verne  were  Brother  and  Sister 
Barnhart  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Killingsworth.  On  the  evening  of 
Sept.  7  eleven  were  received  into  the  church:  four  by  baptism, 
two  by  presentation  of  baptismal  certificates,  four  by  letter  and 
one  by  reconsecration.  At  our  fall  business  meeting  officers  for 
the  new  church  year  were  elected.  Bro.  E.  J.  Cline  was  retained 
as  general  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school.  A  unified 
budget  of  $5,800  was  adopted  for  the  new  year.  At  this  meeting 
yearly  reports  were  given  from  the  various  activities  and  groups 
of  the  church,  all  reflecting  a  year  of  encouraging  accomplish- 
ments. On  Oct.  8  the  board  of  Christian  education  planned  a 
consecration  service  for  all  of  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the 
Sunday  school  and  the  young  people's  departments. — Cora  May 
Fike,  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  Oct.  20. 

Canada 
First  Irricana. — Our  church  acted  as  host  to  the  Western 
Canada  district  meeting  July  9-11.  The  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended and  real  progress  made  as  a  foundation  for  the  future 
work  of  the  district.  We  were  especially  privileged  to  have  the 
Pacific  Brethren  Preaching  Mission  with  us.  Brethren  C.  Ernest 
Davis  and  Leland  Brubaker  officiated  in  the  ordination  of  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Harold  Michael  into  the  eldership.  At  the  last 
regular  quarterly  council  Bro.  Michael  was  elected  as  the  elder 
in  charge  of  the  local  congregation.  Through  the  Red  Cross  the 
ladies'  aid  society  has  donated  several  woolen  blankets  to  the 


refugee  work.  The  ladies  have  planned  for  a  pie  social  for  an 
early  date.  The  young  people  have  outlined  an  extensive  pro- 
gram of  building  and  ground  beautification,  and  are  putting  it 
into  operation  as  time  and  weather  permit.  The  church  has 
purchased  house  furnishings  for  a  rented  parsonage  in  Irricana. 
It  is  their  hope  to  be  able  to  build  a  house  on  the  church  prop- 
erty as  soon  as  possible.  Edward  Beard  is  attending  Bethany 
this  winter,  and  his  brother,  Paul,  is  enrolled  in  La  Verne  Col- 
lege. On  Oct.  11  the  church  met  for  love  feast  and  communion 
services.  Our  pastor  officiated.  On  the  following  day  we  had 
our  harvest  day  and  thanksgiving  service.  A  special  offering 
which  amounted  to  over  $25  was  received  for  relief  work.  In 
acceptance  of  an  invitation  from  the  Second  Irricana  church,  a 
number  of  our  members  joined  them  on  Oct.  19  for  their  harvest 
dinner  and  thanksgiving  service.  During  the  week  of  Oct.  13 
our  pastor  and  four  members  from  the  Bow  Valley  congregation 
made  a  deputation  trip  to  several  of  our  isolated  members  where 
they  held  services.  Members  and  friends  at  Kindersley,  Milden 
and  Vidora  in  Saskatchewan,  and  Cassils,  Alberta,  welcomed  the 
opportunity  for  fellowship  with  the  team.  At  Milden  a  love  feast 
was  conducted  by  members  of  the  team  in  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Elmer  Gates.  Nineteen  were  in  attendance.  The 
new  year  which  lies  ahead  promises  much  growth  and  advance. 
— Ruth  Michael,  Irricana,  Alta.,  Canada,  Oct.  21. 

Florida 

Okeechobee. — On  Sept.  19  our  fall  council,  with  election  of  offi- 
cers for  the  coming  year,  was  held.  Bro.  F.  M.  Hollenberg  was 
re-elected  to  start  his  third  year  as  pastor  and  elder  at  this 
place.  He  serves  three  other  preaching  points  near  here  as 
elder,  with  Bro.  Robert  LaMartin  and  Bro.  Harl  Williams, 
both  recently  licensed,  and  Bro.  Horace  Hill  as  helpers.  Our 
church  has  grown  wonderfully  under  Bro.  Hollenberg's  able 
leadership.  In  the  last  two  and  one-half  years  he  has  baptized 
107  in  the  four  preaching  places.  In  the  last  several  months 
the  Okeechobee  church  has  bought  four  additional  pews  and 
a  piano,  and  built  an  annex  to  the  church  for  Sunday-school 
and  recreation  rooms.  From  Sept.  29 — Oct.  9  Bro.  McKinley 
Coffman  of  Sebring  held  a  ten-day  meeting.  He  brought  strong 
messages  each  night  to  a  filled  house.  Eight  were  baptized. 
Some  of  our  number  attended  our  district  conference  held  at 
Tampa  Oct.  12-14.  Bro.  Horace  Hill  and  the  writer  were  chosen 
as  church  delegates.  Our  Sunday-school  enrollment  has  reached: 
seventy-five.  Our  ladies'  aid  society  continues  in  interest  and 
attendance.  During  the  summer  we  made  quite  a  lot  of  baby 
clothes  for  war  refugees.  We  invite  tourists  passing  this  way 
to  stop  and  worship  with  us,  or  come  and  spend  the  winter  with 
us. — Mrs.   Victor  Domer,   Okeechobee,   Fla.,   Oct.   21. 

Illinois 

Freepori. — Reports  from  the  camps  at  Lewistown  and  Naper- 
ville  were  given  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  24  by  two  of  our  girls 
who  attended.  On  Sept.  7  reports  of  the  district  meeting  were 
given  by  the  delegates,  and  in  the  evening  a  missionary  play 
entitled  The  Woman  Who  Turned  Back  was  given  by  a  group  of 
the  young  women  of  the  church  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Maxey.  At  the  evening  service  on  Sept.  14  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Merle  Swartz,  Mennonite  missionaries  en  route  to  Africa, 
gave  us  the  story  of  the  sinking  of  the  Zamzam.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Clarence  Fike,  conducted  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meet- 
ing at  the  Chippewa  Valley  church  in  Wisconsin  during  the  last 
week  of  September  and  the  first  week  in  October.  During  his 
absence  we  were  happy  to  have  with  us  Brethren  William  Bos- 
serman  and  Paul  Hersch  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  as  our 
speakers.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Oct.  5  with  a  children's 
program  following  the  Sunday-school  hour.  On  Oct.  10  a  number 
of  our  women  attended  the  women's  rally  at  Franklin  Grove, 
111.  Our  communion  services  will  be  held  on  Oct.  26. — Laura 
LeBaron,  Freeport,  111.,  Oct.  20. 

Romine. — We  have  set  Nov.  21  as  the  date  for  our  love  feast. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Joe  Campbell,  will  hold  a  week's  revival  meet- 
ing beginning  Nov.  9.  The  ladies'  aid,  known  as  the  Busy 
Bees,  served  lunch  at  a  sale  and  cleared  $50.  The  men  helped 
in  every  way  they  could.  The  ladies  are  now  planning  to  make 
twenty-five  gallons  of  apple  butter  to  sell.  All  the  money  we 
can  raise  is  being  applied  to  our  building  fund.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  a  basement  and  several  other  improvements  at  the 
church.  Our  young  people  are  planning  a  Halloween  party  for 
Oct.  28.  We  invite  all  who  can  to  come  and  worship  with  us. 
We  have  Sunday  school  each  Sunday  morning,  and  preaching 
each  Sunday  night  at  7:30  p.  m. — Mrs.  Merritt  Bryant,  Salem, 
111.,   Oct.   18. 

Indiana 

Elkhart  City. — Oct.  5  was  observed  as  rally  day  at  the  Elkhart 
City  church.  The  Sunday-school  attendance  was  411.  Preceding 
the  church  service,  a  special  offering  was  taken  to  help  eliminate 
a  church  debt.  This  offering  marked  the  close  of  a  period  in 
which  extra  effort  was  put  forth  by  the  finance  committee  to 
free  the  church  of  debt.  The  response  was  splendid.  Not  only 
was  the  money  obtained  to  meet  the  mortgage  but  enough  more 
was  raised  to  pay  for  the  installing  of  a  new  furnace.  The 
Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers  and  the  men's  and  women's 
work  officers  were  dedicated  to  their  new  tasks  for  the  coming 
year.  Near  the  close  of  the  church  hour  a  report  of  the  special 
offering   was   made.      A    mortgage-burning   ceremony,    in    which. 
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the  finance  committee  and  the  entire  audience  participated,  was 
observed.  It  was  indeed  a  period  of  rejoicing  to  feel  the  weight 
of  debt  lifted  from  the  church  and  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  future.  An  afternoon  and  evening  retreat  for 
the  Sunday-school  workers  and  their  families  was  held  in  Sep- 
tember at  the  Boy  Scout  cabin.  Family  night  was  observed 
on  Oct.  6,  7  with  a  picnic  supper  at  the  church.  One  hundred 
sixty  pairs  of  drapes  were  made  for  Camp  Lagro  by  the  six 
circles,  with  Mrs.  Allen  Miller  as  our  aid  director.  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger  will  conduct  our  revival  meetings  beginning  Nov.  9. — 
L.  J.  Arnold,  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Oct.  15. 

Osceola. — The  work  here  is  progressing  under  the  leadership  of 
our  new  pastor  and  his  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  O.  E.  Messamer, 
who  came  to  us  Sept.  6  from  Colorado.  Bro.  Harvey  Bowers 
conducted  the  installation  service  for  them  on  Sept.  7.  We  ap- 
preciate their  work  with  us.  Sept.  28  was  the  day  of  our  har- 
vest meeting.  Bro.  Messamer  gave  the  sermon  in  the  morning 
and  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  evening  Bro. 
Kreider  began  our  revival  meetings,  and  Bro.  Weldy  conducted 
our  song  services.  Bro.  Kreider  gave  us  very  inspiring  mes- 
sages. Eleven  were  baptized  and  one  reinstated. — Eva  Pontius, 
Elkhart,   Ind.,   Oct.  23. 

South  Bend,  Second. — We  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil on  Sept.  5  Plans  were  made  for  the  new  year's  work  pro- 
gram, and  officers  were  elected.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Edward 
Stump,  was  elected  elder,  and  Bro.  Claude  Roose  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  One  letter  was  granted  and  one  received.  Our 
father  and  son  program  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  2, 
and  our  love  feast  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  9.  Since  our  last 
report  Brethren  C.  A.  Claybaugh  and  J.  E.  McColly  filled  the 
pulpit  in  the  absence  of  our  pastor.  On  Aug.  17  the  young  peo- 
ple's and  the  young  married  people's  classes,  their  teachers  and 
the  pastor,  visited  our  boys  at  Camp  Lagro;  they  enjoyed  a  pot- 
luck  dinner  at  noon  and  vesper  services  in  the  evening.  In  a 
special  service  recently  the  parents  of  five  babies  dedicated  their 
little  ones  to  the  Lord.  Our  aid  sisters  have  spent  a  very  busy 
summer  sewing  and  contributing  to  many  needs  with  labor  and 
money.  We  are  happy  to  report  that  by  the  splendid  co-opera- 
tion of  members  and  friends  our  group  canned  420  quarts  of  fruit 
for  Camp  Lagro.  Fruit,  supplies  and  labor  were  all  donated.  On 
Sept.  25  a  group  from  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  representing  the 
aid  society,  and  their  pastor,  were  guests  of  our  aid  group;  we 
enjoyed  a  potluck  dinner  at  noon  and  a  program  in  the  after- 
noon. Bro.  C.  A.  Claybaugh  is  conducting  a  series  of  Bible  study 
services.  We  meet  every  Thursday  evening;  the  interest  and  at- 
tendance are  excellent. — Mrs.  Claude  D.  Ullery,  South  Bend,  Ind., 
Oct.  22. 

Kansas 

McPherson. — The  autumn  season  brings  a  renewed  interest  in 
church  activities.  Families  have  returned  from  vacations  and 
the  college  students  are  with  us  for  another  year.  On  Sept.  7 
President  W.  W.  Peters  delivered  a  fine  spiritual  address.  On  the 
evening  of  Sept.  14  a  reception  was  held  in  the  church  parlors 
for  the  college  students.  The  annual  harvest  service  was  held 
on  Sept.  21.  The  offering  amounted  to  $103.  The  women's  coun- 
cil is  starting  again  in  an  enthusiastic  way.  One  of  the  aims  is 
to  enlist  every  woman  of  our  church  community  in  a  service 
project.  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher  is  the  president  for  the  coming  year. 
One  dozen  aprons  have  been  sent  to  Camp  Magnolia,  Ark.  Two 
packets  for  Civilian  Service  camps  are  being  prepared.  On 
Oct.  9  Sister  Nettie  Senger,  China  missionary,  gave  a  lecture  and 
showed  slides  of  our  China  stations.  Brother  and  Sister  Frank 
Crumpacker  are  visiting  relatives  and  former  friends  here.  We 
are  hearing  from  both  of  them  at  various  services.  At  a  recent 
council  church  officers  were  elected  and  some  specific  goals  set 
for  the  year.  A  college  student,  Woodrow  Franklin,  was  re- 
licensed  to  the  ministry.  Bro.  W.  W.  Peters  and  Mrs.  Nevin 
Fisher  are  delegates  to  our  district  conference  at  Nickerson.  On 
Nov.  24  Bro.  Perry  Prather  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  here. 
The  summer's  activities  included  a  daily  vacation  Bible  school, 
two  ice-cream  socials  sponsored  by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  the 
Friendly  Forum  Sunday-school  class.  Ten  campers  and  four 
instructors  from  here  attended  Camp  Wa-Shun-ga  Aug.  11-16. 
Mr.  Wang  Tung  was  with  us  on  Aug.  17.  A  number  of  the  men 
are  directing  Boy  Scout  work  in  the  community.  Recently 
there  were  two  baptisms. — Mrs.  J.  Hugh  Heckman,  McPherson, 
Kans.,    Oct.   15. 

Olalhe. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  L.  A.  Whitaker,  represented  our 
church  at  the  district  conference  of  Northeastern  Kansas  held 
at  Morrill  Oct.  4-6.  Several  of  our  members  were  there  and 
enjoyed  the  meeting.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  16  ten  of  our  mem- 
bers drove  to  the  Central  Avenue  church  in  Kansas  City  and 
enjoyed  a  Chinese  dinner  sponsored  by  Sister  Nettie  Senger. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  7  at  7:30  p.  m.  We  welcome 
all  who  wish  to  be  with  us  at  that  time. — Lilly  M.  Riffey,  Olathe, 
Kans.,  Oct.  20. 

Maryland 

Hageislown. — The  Church  Visitor,  which  is  mailed  monthly  to 
each  home  represented  in  our  congregation,  and  was  inaugu- 
rated and  is  edited  by  Pastor  Robinson,  keeps  our  membership 
■well  posted  on  all  activities  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
church  program.  We  are  happy  to  announce  that  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Paul  Minnich  Robinson,  received  the  degree,  Master  of 
Sacred  Theology,  at  the  Philadelphia  Seminary  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  this  past  spring.     For  his  thesis  Bro.  Robinson  wrote  on 


Church  Music  in  the  Non-Liturgical  Church.  Camp  Peniel,  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  camp  for  Middle  and  Eastern  Maryland, 
was  exceptionally  well  attended  this  summer  by  junior,  inter- 
mediate and  young  people  of  our  church.  The  camp  program 
offered  valuable  leadership  training  for  Christian  living.  The 
camp  facilities  were  greatly  improved  prior  to  the  opening  of 
the  season.  Our  minister  brought  us  two  interesting  series  of 
sermons  during  the  summer  months:  The  Gospel  in  Golden 
Chapters  and  How  to  Get  the  Most  Out  of  Life,  designed  to  be 
practical  and  helpful  in  meeting  daily  problems.  Prof.  Charles 
Moore  Cassel  has  recently  been  selected  as  director  of  the  church 
musical  program  to  succeed  Bro.  Perry  L.  Huffaker,  who  is  now 
pastor  at  McVeytown.  Miss  Grace  Bowman,  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  H.  Bowman  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  began  her  duties 
as  director  of  Christian  education  in  our  church  on  Sept.  1.  She 
will  direct  all  activities  in  young  people's  work,  serve  as  church 
organist,  direct  the  junior  and  chapel  choirs,  and  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  general  educational  and  curriculum  planning  of  the 
church  school.  She  is  well  qualified  for  serving  the  church  and 
we  are  looking  forward  to  an  interesting  future  under  her 
leadership.  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  proudly  announced 
a  newcomer  to  the  parsonage,  a  daughter  born  Sept.  21,  who  will 
be  known  as  Margaret  Joanne  or  to  her  close  friends  as  Peggy 
Jo.  The  fall  quarterly  supper  business  meeting  of  the  church 
school  board  was  held  recently  with  an  attendance  of  ninety- 
four.  The  church  school  is  planning  an  up-to-date  workers'  li- 
brary to  aid  teachers  and  leaders  to  keep  informed  of  the  latest 
helps  and  forward  steps  in  Christian  activity.  Many  of  our 
teachers  and  prospective  leaders  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
community  leadership  training  school  now  in  progress  in  Hagers- 
town.  Courses  in  Bible,  children's  work,  young  people's  pro- 
grams and  adult  work  are  being  offered.  Pastor  Robinson  will 
deliver  the  commencement  address  at  the  close  of  the  school  on 
Oct.  27.  The  Waynesboro  Church  of  the  Brethren  choir  ren- 
dered a  splendid  sacred  musical  concert  in  our  church  on  Sept. 
21  to  a  large  audience.  Our  men's  Bible  class  recently  held  their 
annual  banquet  in  the  church  school  auditorium  with  approxi- 
mately 100  attending.  The  Rev.  Wilson  R.  Ard,  pastor  of  the 
Trinity  Lutheran  church,  delivered  a  challenging  message  on 
lending  higher  loyalty  to  the  church.  Our  congregation  was' 
privileged  to  hear  Miss  Anna  Hutchison  on  Sept.  14;  she  talked 
most  interestingly  about  the  missionary  work  in  China,  where 
she  has  served  so  long.  Evangelistic  services  will  be  held 
in  our  church  Nov.  10-23  with  Bro.  Tobias  F.  Henry,  pastor  of  the 
Roaring  Spring  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Pa.,  as  speaker. — Bertha 
Mary  Negley,  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Oct.  8. 

Monocacy. — On  Sunday  morning,  Aug.  3,  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  having  Sister  Alice  Engle  with  us.  She  gave  a  very  interesting 
account  of  her  experience  on  the  ill-fated  Zamzam.  Our  church 
was  entertained  by  the  district  chorus,  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  Philip  Royer,  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  14.  Bro.  Ray  Kurtz, 
pastor  of  the  Thurmont  church,  gave  a  very  appropriate  address 
on  singing  as  a  part  of  our  worship.  Eld.  B.  C.  Whitmore  of 
Wheaton,  111.,  gave  us  a  timely  message  on  Sunday  morning, 
Sept.  21.  He  is  visiting  his  aged  father,  who  is  seriously  ill.  In 
the  evening  of  Sept.  21  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  an  impressive  can- 
dlelight service  at  which  newly  elected  officers  were  installed. 
Bro.  Whitmore  was  again  present  and  gave  the  young  people  an 
interesting  message.  His  presence  at  both  meetings  was  much 
appreciated.  On  Sept.  27  we  held  our  regular  fall  council  meet- 
ing with  Eld.  E.  P.  Schildt  presiding.  Dr.  E.  C.  Bixler  was  a  vis- 
itor at  this  meeting.  The  deacons  made  their  annual  visit  among 
the  members  and  brought  a  favorable  report.  One  certificate 
was  granted.  Sisters  Rhoda  Schildt  and  Lillian  Flohr  were  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  funds  for  the  purpose  of  placing  a  stoker  in 
our  furnace.  Bro.  J.  P.  Weybright  will  continue  as  chairman  of 
the  trustee  board.  Delegates  to  serve  at  the  joint  district  meet- 
ing of  the  old  folks'  home  at  San  Mar  on  Oct.  23  are  Clarence 
Putman  and  Lester  Wolfe.  The  Sunday  school  was  reorganized 
with  Saylor  Weybright  as  superintendent.  Following  the  Sun- 
day-school hour  on  Sept.  28  an  impressive  promotion  service 
was  held  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Cenie  Wolfe.  A  love  feast 
will  be  held  at  the  Rocky  Ridge  church  on  Sunday,  Nov.  2,  at 
6:30  p.  m.— Elsie  A.  Eigenbrode,  Rocky  Ridge.  Md.,  Oct.  2. 

Thurmont. — Our  annual  evangelistic  meeting  was  held  Aug. 
18-28  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  Kurtz  of  Richland,  Pa.,  as  evan- 
gelist. We  had  splendid  sermons  and  the  meetings  were  well 
attended.  The  Monocacy  church  and  the  Frederick  City  church, 
with  their  pastors,  were  represented  and  brought  us  special 
music.  Three  were  baptized.  On  Sept.  21  Bro.  Elmer  Schildt  of 
the  Monocacy  congregation  preached  for  us  during  the  absence 
of  our  pastor.  On  Sept.  27  the  young  people  went  to  Richland, 
Pa.,  to  the  home  of  our  pastor.  We  had  a  very  enjoyable  time. 
Our  fall  council  was  held  on  Sept.  26  with  our  district  ministerial 
board  in  charge.  Delegates  to  the  Fahrney  Memorial  home  were 
Mrs.  M.  O.  Lawyer  and  Mrs.  Harold  Martin.  Bro.  M.  O.  Lawyer 
is  our  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  decided  to  hold  our 
love  feast  on  the  second  Sunday  in  November.  Our  attendance 
and  offerings  continue  to  be  very  good,  as  a  result  of  the  un- 
tiring efforts  of  our  pastor  and  the  faithful  members. — Mrs.  S.  H. 
Lawyer,  Thurmont,  Md.,  Oct.  15. 

Westminster. — A  very  helpful  district  children's  workers'  con- 
ference was  held  in  our  church  on  Sept.  2  with  Sister  Ruth 
Shriver  and  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  as  speakers.  On  Sept.  4  a  re- 
ception was  held  for  our  new  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and 
Sister  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  who  arrived  at  the  parsonage  on  Sept.  1. 
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Not  many  months  ago  our  denominational  emphasis  was  that  worthy  theme:  Brethren  in 
Reality.  It  became  almost  a  slogan  or  a  rallying  cry  for  brethren  in  a  year  of  uncertainty.  Truly, 
brethren  did  do  some  self-examining.  History-making  decisions  and  deeds  were  the  result.  Per- 
haps the  most  notable  of  that  year  was  the  founding  of  our  Brethren  Service  Committee. 

Paul  believed  Christian  service  should  be  of  a  tangible  nature  for  he  advised  the  Galatian 
brethren  to  "bear  .  .  .  one  another's  burdens"  (Gal.  6:  2).  In  certain  small  churches  and  in  some 
larger  churches  of  our  land,  lack  of  trained  leadership  or  a  leanness  in  financial  resources  have 
made  the  burden  too  heavy  for  the  local  groups  to  bear.  They  need  our  prayers.  They  also 
need  a  portion  of  our  funds  to  help  keep  the  program  going  forward.  The  November  Home  Mis- 
sion Offering  gives  us  all  an  opportunity  to  share  their  heavy  load,  and  thus  we  will  become 
brethren  in  reality. — Harl  Russell,   President  of  Men's  Work. 


The  reception  was  largely  attended.  Greetings  were  extended 
from  the  various  organizations  of  the  church  and  the  city  min- 
isterial group.  Our  elder,  Bro.  George  A.  Early,  also  expressed 
the  congregation's  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Brethren  F.  E. 
Williar  and  Berkley  Bowman  during  the  year  the  church  was 
without  a  regular  pastor.  At  the  morning  service  on  Sept.  17  Dr. 
E.  C.  Bixler  conducted  the  installation  of  Bro.  Mitchell  and  his 
wife.  At  the  September  council  three  deacons  were  elected: 
Brethren  Ray  Hollinger,  Ralph  Hull  and  William  Yingling.  A 
consecration  service  for  the  deacons  and  their  wives  was  held  on 
Sept.  14  by  the  elder  and  pastor.  The  aid  society  entertained 
the  aid  societies  of  the  Pipe  Creek  church  and  the  Linwood 
Brethren  church  on  Sept.  23.  The  day  was  spent  in  quilting  and 
in  Christian  fellowship.  Promotion  day  was  observed  on  Sept.  28 
and  recognition  was  given  to  twenty-three  for  perfect  attend- 
ance. A  book  was  presented  to  Bro.  William  Hull  for  perfect 
attendance  for  twenty-two  years.  Bro.  Ralph  Hull  is  Sunday- 
school  superintendent  for  the  year.  During  the  morning  wor- 
ship service  of  Sept.  28  the  pastor  presented  The  Fellowship 
of  Sharing,  after  which  the  congregation  united  in  the  conse- 
cration of  their  stewardship  and  received  their  offering  enve- 
lopes for  the  coming  year.  The  rally  day  services  of  Oct.  5  were 
largely  attended.  Church  loyalty  will  receive  special  emphasis 
during  the  months  of  October  and  November.  Three  have  been 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  seven  by  letter. — Mrs.  H. 
Edgar  Royer,  Westminster,  Md.,  Oct.    13. 

Michigan 

Beaverlon. — A  council  meeting  was  held  recently  for  the  elec- 
tion of  officers.  Eld.  Perry  Arnold  has  served  our  church  as 
elder  for  the  past  twenty  years  and  he  asked  to  be  relieved 
of  the  responsibilities  of  that  office,  so  Bro.  Perry  Hoover  will 
succeed  him.  Sister  Elma  Rau  was  elected  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. We  held  our  rally  day  and  promotion  exercises 
on  Sept.  28.  On  Oct.  1  a  reception  was  held  for  the  teachers 
of  the  local  high  school.  The  women's  work  has  made  three 
packets  for  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Our  communion 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  12;  this  was  preceded  by  an  all- 
day  meeting.  A  group  of  boys  from  Camp  Stronach  favored 
us  with  an  interesting  program  on  Oct.  19.  From  here  they  went 
to  Midland  for  an  afternoon  meeting. — Grace  Shock,  Beaverton, 
Mich.,   Oct.   23. 

Minnesota 
Lewiston. — Our  church  has  experienced  a  number  of  changes 
in  the  past  few  months.  Bro.  J.  F.  Mathis  and  wife  had  been 
with  us  three  years  and  had  consented  to  stay  for  another  year 
when  he  was  called  to  direct  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at 
Magnolia,  Ark.  They  began  their  work  there  the  first  part  of 
June.  We  were  happy  to  have  Mrs.  Mathis  and  Gladden  visit 
our  church  in  August.  Brother  and  Sister  Meredith  Rogers 
were  our  summer  pastors.  In  July  we  had  a  very  successful 
Bible  school  with  an  enrollment  of  forty-two.  The  Presbyterian 
church  in  Lewiston  united  with  us  and  also  supplied  one  teacher. 
Mrs.  Rogers  had  charge  of  the  music.  At  the  close  of  the  two 
weeks  of  school  a  program  was  given.  An  offering  of  $19  was 
taken,  which  was  used  to  help  pay  the  expenses  of  the  school. 
The  district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  was  held  at  Fredericksburg, 
Iowa.  The  award  for  the  largest  attendance  was  given  to  the 
Lewiston  group.  In  August  five  were  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  Martha  Radatz  and  Ruth  Eddy  represented  our 
church  at  the  district  meeting  held  at  Sheldon,  Iowa.  On  Sept.  1 
Brother  and  Sister  Ward  Pratt  came  to  serve  as  our  pastors. 
They  have  been  at  Bethany  Seminary  for  the  past  three  years. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  pleasant  and  busy  year.  Eld.  Joshua 
Schechter  of  Worthington,  Minn.,  was  with  us  at  our  September 
council  meeting.  He  was  chosen  to  serve  as  our  elder  for  the 
coming  year.  All  church  officers  were  elected  at  this  meeting. 
Mrs.  Hazel  Sumner  was  chosen  for  our  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Our  communion  will  be  held  on  Oct.  26.  The  women's 
work  group  has  been  very  busy.  On  Sept.  28  they  served  a 
chicken  dinner,  the  proceeds  of  which  amounted  to  $95.  The 
New  England  supper  will  be  served  in  October.  Brother  and 
Sister  Pratt  had  open  house  for  the  congregation  on  Oct.  12.  The 
friends  who  called  used  this  opportunity  to  present  the  Pratts 
with  a  food  shower. — Ruth  Eddy,  Stockton,  Minn.,  Oct.  13. 


Missouri 

Peace  Valley. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  3  and  re-elected  Bro. 
P.  L.  Fike  as  our  overseer  for  the  coming  year.  We  decided  to 
divide  our  primary  class  and  curtain  off  one  of  our  Sunday- 
school  rooms  to  make  room  for  the  new  class.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  1.  We  sent  two  delegates  to  the  district 
meeting  at  the  Broadwater  church,  and  eight  other  members 
also  attended.  We  have  had  several  visiting  ministers  with  us 
this  summer.  In  July  Bro.  Clarence  Fike  of  Freeport,  111.,  gave 
us  some  fine  messages  while  he  and  his  family  were  visiting 
relatives  here.  Bro.  William  Bosserman,  who  is  attending 
Bethany  Seminary,  preached  for  us.  Bro.  Lester  E.  Fike  of 
Astoria,  111.,  held  a  revival  meeting  near  here  at  the  Greenwood 
church  and  we  were  privileged  to  have  him  preach  for  us  on 
two  different  evenings.  In  July  Brother  and  Sister  Galen  Gerdes 
of  near  Freeport,  111.,  were  visiting  relatives  here.  Bro.  Gerdes 
gave  us  some  fine  messages.  In  July  Brother  and  Sister  D.  W. 
Bittinger  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  spent  one  evening  with  us  while 
on  their  way  to  the  district  meeting  at  the  Roanoke  church,  La. 
They  presented  a  movie  film  entitled  The  Land  of  the  Monkey 
Bread  Tree.  It  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  a  large  group  and  made 
us  feel  like  doing  more  for  mission  work  in  the  future. — Ethel 
Broyles,  West  Plains,   Mo.,   Oct.   7. 

Shelby  County. — We  have  been  strengthened  spiritually  in  an 
evangelistic  meeting  held  by  Bro.  Paul  Thompson,  his  wife  and 
little  Evalyn,  of  Conway  Springs,  Kans.  We  enjoyed  every  ser- 
mon, and  much  good  was  accomplished.  Ten  were  baptized, 
five  of  these  being  one  entire  family.  We  especially  enjoyed  the 
part  that  Bro.  Thompson  played  in  our  musical  services  with  his 
trombone.  The  children  enjoyed  his  drawings  and  stories,  and 
also  Mrs.  Thompson's  Bible  story  each  evening.  Bro.  J.  W.  Gish 
and  wife,  our  pastors,  are  a  great  inspiration  to  us.  Our  church 
met  in. council,  and  the  election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year 
was  held.  The  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school  is  Bro. 
Jesse  Carney.  Our  women's  group  met  and  reorganized.  We 
held  a  fellowship  meeting  at  the  home  of  Bro.  William  Beacher. 
Bro.  Jesse  Carney  and  Sister  Mary  Gish  will  be  our  delegates  to 
district  meeting.  On  Sunday,  Oct.  12,  Bro.  J.  E.  Steinour  and 
wife  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  were  with  us  and  Bro.  Steinour 
preached  both  morning  and  evening.  We  feel  greatly  encouraged 
by  their  coming.  May  God  bless  each  and  every  one  who  is 
helping  and  encouraging  us  in  the  work  here  at  the  Shelby 
County   church. — Esta   Folger,   Leonard,   Mo.,   Oct.    13. 

Montana 

Poplar  Valley.— On  Sept.  28  Eld.  Ray  Harris  and  family  of 
Minot,  N.  Dak.,  and  Bro.  Frank  Wingert  of  Franklin  Grove,  111., 
met  with  us.  Following  Sunday  school,  Bro.  Wingert  brought 
an  appreciated  sermon  on  The  Church.  After  a  basket  dinner  we 
held  our  council  meeting  with  Eld.  Harris  as  moderator.  Offi- 
cers for  the  new  year  were  elected;  Bro.  Mark  Emswiler  was 
chosen  elder.  We  are  hoping  to  have  a  few  meetings  prior  to 
our  love  feast  this  fall. — Mrs.  W.  Glenn  Swank,  Poplar,  Mont., 
Oct.  10. 

Whitefish. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  10  to 
elect  our  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Sister 
Cripe  is  the  superintendent.  Since  our  last  report  two  have 
been  added  to  our  church  by  letter  and  one  by  baptism.  Our 
services  are  all  well  attended.  On  Sunday  evenings  our  pastor  is 
preaching  on  the  parables.  These  sermons  are  very  interesting. 
We  expect  to  hold  our  communion  services  sometime  this  month. 
— Lewis   Fry,   Whitefish,   Mont.,   Oct.    10. 

Nebraska 
Bethel. — Our  church  and  parsonage  now  have  light  and  power 
from  the  rural  electric  line,  which  adds  to  the  convenience  of 
our  pastor  and  his  family,  the  Ralph  Johnsons.  The  farming 
project  was  quite  a  success  this  year  and  from  that  and  the 
women's  work  a  substantial  payment  on  the  church  debt  was 
made;  the  notes  were  burned  at  a  Sunday  morning  service.  On 
Sept.  2  the  Blackwood  Brothers  male  quartet  of  radio  station 
KMA  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  gave  a  gospel  song  program  to  a 
large  audience.  Two  were  recently  added  to  the  church,  a  young 
husband  by  baptism  and  his  wife  by  letter.  At  our  regular 
fall  council  Bro.  Paul  Brandt  of  Holmesville  was  chosen  elder 
for  another  year,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Horner  Sunday-school  super- 
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intendent.     Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  5. — Ora  Horner  Mil- 
ler, Shickley,  Nebr.,  Oct.  8. 

Norlh  Dakota 

Ellison. — The  harvest  meeting  held  on  Oct.  19  was  well  at- 
tended by  a  number  from  the  different  churches.  The  Brower 
quartet  from  Carrington,  the  Shively  and  Rollofson  quartet  of 
Starkweather  and  the  Smeltzer-Burkhart  quartet  of  Zion  sang 
special  numbers,  as  well  as  Floyd  Thomas  of  Carrington.  The 
church  was  full  in  the  afternoon  and  about  sixty-five  were 
there  for  dinner.  A  group  from  the  Turtle  Mountains  attended. 
Bro.  Wilbur  Brower  gave  the  harvest  sermon  in  the  morning 
and  Bro.  W.  Smeltzer  gave  the  missionary  sermon  in  the  after- 
noon. Our  church  is  closed  for  the  winter  months,  and  will 
open  the  first  of  April  or  May,  depending  on  the  weather. — Mrs. 
Irwin  Deal,  Rock  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  Oct.  21. 

Zion. — The  fall  business  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  14.  Bro. 
Ray  Harris  of  Minot  presided.  He  was  re-elected  as  elder  for 
another  year  with  Bro.  W.  W.  Smeltzer  as  his  assistant.  A  num- 
ber of  folks  besides  the  delegates  attended  the  district  confer- 
ence at  Carrington.  On  July  20  we  were  privileged  to  listen 
to  David  Kensinger  and  his  wife.  They  have  gone  as  mission- 
aries to  Central  America.  All  departments  of  the  Sunday  school, 
with  Elmer  Smeltzer  as  superintendent,  and  all  groups  of  the 
women's  work,  with  Mrs.  Dan  Lewallen  as  president,  report  a 
successful  year's  work  and  are  now  planning  for  the  coming 
year.  Our  communion  will  be  held  on  Oct.  18  and  our  annual 
harvest  meeting  on  the  following  Sunday,  Oct.  19.  Brother  and 
Sister  Ralph  Retry  of  Surrey  will  be  the  guest  speakers. — Mrs. 
Lloyd  R.  Maust,  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  Oct.  14. 

Ohio 

Alliance. — On  June  1  Bro.  J.  A.  Buffenmyer  took  pastoral 
•charge  of  our  congregation.  On  June  22  we  had  an  all-day 
service  in  our  church.  Our  pastor  spoke  on  The  Church.  The 
morning  service  was  followed  by  a  basket  dinner  in  the  base- 
ment. The  afternoon  service  was  in  charge  of  the  district  min- 
isterial board  of  Northeastern  Ohio,  when  Bro.  A.  H.  Miller  con- 
ducted the  installation  service  for  our  new  pastor  and  his  wife. 
In  the  evening  our  pastor's  wife  brought  the  message.  At  a 
later  council  it  was  decided  that  our  pastor  should  hold  our  fall 
revival,  to  begin  Oct.  8  and  close  with  the  love  feast  on  Oct.  26. 
On  Oct.  5  we  had  our  rally  day:  there  were  sixty-six  in  attend- 
ance at  Sunday  school. — Florence  Antram,  Alliance,  Ohio,  Oct.  6. 

"Beaver  Creek. — Our  revival  meeting  was  held  Aug.  4-17  with 
Bro.  Roy  Teach  of  Brookville  as  evangelist.  Three  were  bap- 
tized as  the  result  of  these  meetings.  At  our  regular  council 
meeting  held  on  Sept.  4  Bro.  Roy  Teach  of  Brookville  was 
elected  elder  of  our  church.  Bro."  Hugh  Cloppert  of  East  Day- 
ton, our  former  elder,  is  now  located  in  California.  Our  home- 
coming was  held  on  Sept.  21  with  Mrs.  Ward  Hartman  and  Mrs. 
Jerome  Schultz  as  speakers.  The  Home  Builders  class  of  our 
church  sponsored  a  chicken  supper  on  Oct.  4.  They  served  185 
•with  a  net  profit  of  $65.  Our  average  Sunday-school  attendance 
for  last  year  was  131  which  was  slightly  higher  than  the  year  be- 
fore. Our  love  feast  will  be  on  Nov.  8  at  7:00  p.  m. — Martha 
Stewart,  Dayton,   Ohio,  Oct.   7. 

Bethany. — On  July  27  we  held  our  all-day  harvest  meeting  with 
-a  good  attendance;  it  was  enjoyed  by  all.  On  Aug.  24  we  all 
rejoiced  when  a  mother  of  five  children  was  baptized.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting  sometime  this  fall.  We 
regret  that  our  pastor,  Bro.  Otto  Laursen,  after  being  with  us 
eleven  years  has  closed  his  pastoral  work  here.  Brother  and 
Sister  Laursen  accepted  the  call  from  the  Poplar  Ridge  church  in 
Northwestern  Ohio  near  Defiance,  and  took  over  their  new 
pastoral  duties  on  Oct.  1. — Cora  Kincaid,  Blue  Creek,  Ohio, 
•Oct.  6. 

Black  Swamp. — On  Sept.  7  our  Sunday  school  held  its  picnic  in 
•Greenwood  Park  with  a  very  good  attendance.  Our  ladies'  aid 
sent  two  packets  of  supplies  to  the  boys  at  Camp  Lagro.  As  yet 
none  of  the  boys  of  our  congregation  have  been  called  to  camp. 
We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  10  for  the  election  of  Sunday-school 
officers.  Bro.  Walter  Kurfis  was  chosen  superintendent.  On 
Sept.  29  a  beautiful  wedding  was  solemnized  in  the  church  by 
candlelight.  The  couple,  Sister  Ruth  Garner  and  Bro.  Earl 
Wyse,  were  married  by  the  bride's  father,  Bro.  George  Garner. 
Another  recent  marriage  was  that  of  Sister  Gladys  Crago  to  Mr. 
Luther  Rust.  Our  revival  meting  will  begin  Oct.  20  and  continue 
through  Nov.  2  with  our  love  feast  on  the  closing  day.  Bro. 
John  Good  from  Springfield,  Ohio,  will  be  the  evangelist. — Mrs. 
Harold  Johnson,  Millbury,  Ohio,  Oct.  9. 

Covington. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  21  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  G  L.  Wine,  presiding.  Mrs.  Cora  Fisher  was  elected  direc- 
tor of  Christian  education  and  John  Snider  adult  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  At  our  workers'  conference  Mrs.  Eda  Snider 
was  made  director  of  children's  work.  Installation  services  for 
all  officers,  teachers  and  workers  were  conducted  by  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank,  on  Sept.  28.  Bro.  Shank  has  not  been 
with  us  full  time,  but  we  are  glad  to  share  with  those  who  have 
felt  the  need  of  his  service.  In  his  absence  we  were  helped 
by  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  and  Bro.  Ivan  Eiken- 
berry  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Eight  have  been  added  to  our  number 
by  letter;  two  were  given  letters;  and  three  have  been  removed 
by  death  since  our  last  report.  Plans  for  the  work  of  this  year 
were  laid  at  a  meeting  of  all  those  interested  in  the  future  of  the 
church,   with   Rev.   Shank   leading.     Bro.   Walter   Kahle   gave  us 


his  most  interesting  series  of  lectures  on  The  Christ  Approach  to 
Mastery  in  Money  Management  Sept.  14-16.  The  younger  folks 
were  especially  interested.  On  Sept.  16  the  parsonage  was  the 
place  of  gathering  for  about  forty  young  people  when  the  Youth 
Serves  project  and  other  B.  Y.  P.  D.  work  were  considered.  On 
Sept.  26  the  children's  workers  of  the  Southern  District  assem- 
bled in  conference.  The  large  attendance  indicates  much  inter- 
est in  this  important  phase  of  church  work.  Under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  Robert  Miller  the  missionary  society  is  busy. 
Through  the  summer  members  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  for 
Bethany  Hospital.  One  of  their  most  pleasing  projects  is  pre- 
paring Sunshine  boxes  for  shut-ins.  Just  now  plans  are  being 
made  for  sponsoring  a  large  meal  for  a  convention  of  federated 
clubs  to  be  held  in  our  city.  Two  very  successful  ice-cream 
festivals  were  held  on  the  parsonage  lawn.  At  the  October 
meeting  of  the  society  a  large  gathering  of  members  and  friends 
enjoyed  having  Mrs.  Ernest  Wampler,  returned  missionary  to 
China,  as  one  of  our  number.  She  gave  an  interesting  talk  on 
the  lives  and  customs  of  the  women  of  China  and  her  work  there. 
An  additional  pleasure  of  this  meeting  was  helping  Mrs.  Wam- 
pler celebrate  her  birthday.  Our  men's  work  organization  con- 
tinues doing  things  which  are  helpful,  mostly  by  bringing  mes- 
sages in  song.  One  of  our  number,  Bro.  S.  J.  Rudy,  was  pain- 
fully injured  in  a  fall  and  is  confined  to  his  bed  in  the  Piqua, 
Ohio,  Memorial  hospital. — Mrs.  Fred  A.  Watson,  Covington,  Ohio, 
Oct.  20. 

Greenville. — Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening, 
Oct.  26.  On  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  12,  the  Sunday  school  pre- 
sented to  Russel  Klepinger  a  pen  and  pencil  set  as  a  small  token 
of  appreciation  for  his  faithful  service  as  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent for  the  past  ten  years.  Our  revival  meeting  will  be 
held  Nov.  2-16,  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  E.  Long  of  Michigan. — Mrs. 
Virgil   Cassel,   Greenville,   Ohio,    Oct.    14. 

Harlville. — On  Aug.  21  we  met  in  council  with  Bro.  L.  R.  Hol- 
singer,  a  member  of  the  district  ministerial  board,  presiding. 
Election  of  church  officers  for  the  coming  year  resulted  in  the 
election  of  L.  R.  Holsinger  as  elder.  Raymen  Minser  was  elected 
president  of  the  men's  work  and  Mrs.  Sam  Kurtz  was  elected 
president  of  the  women's  work.  The  resignation  of  Bro.  Clyde 
Mulligan  as  pastor  of  our  church  was  accepted  with  regrets.  It 
was  decided  to  postpone  our  evangelistic  services  which  were  to 
have  started  Nov.  2.  I.  R.  Young  and  Ethel  Stickler  represented 
us  at  the  district  conference  at  Camp  Zion.  Bro.  Phillip  Grif- 
fiths was  our  summer  pastor  and  we  regretfully  bade  good-by 
to  him  and  his  wife,  who  both  worked  very  faithfully  in  our 
church.  Our  best  wishes  and  prayers  follow  them  in  their  new 
surroundings  and  as  Bro.  Griffiths  continues  his  studies  at  Man- 
chester College.  The  choir  meets  for  rehearsal  every  Tuesday 
evening  under  the  direction  of  Sam  Kurtz,  and  has  been  render- 
ing excellent  service  in  song  each  Sunday.  We  observed  rally 
day  on  Sept.  28  and  received  a  cash  offering  for  Bethany  Sem- 
inary and  an  offering  of  canned  goods  for  Bethany  Hospital. 
We  met  in  council  again  on  Oct.  8  with  our  new  elder,  Bro. 
Holsinger,  in  charge.  The  annual  reports  were  given  at  this 
time.  Nov.  23  was  set  for  the  date  for  our  fall  communion 
service.  The  men's  work  organization  will  again  sponsor  the 
Messenger  subscription  campaign.  During  the  past  year  our 
church  kitchen  has  been  redecorated  and  four  new  sinks,  new 
cupboards,  an  electric  stove  and  two  electric  roasters  have 
been  added  to  the  equipment.  The  Dorcas  Society,  under  the 
capable  leadership  of  Mrs.  Verda  Berg,  has  completed  a  very 
successful  year.  They  have  made  five  complete  baby  layettes 
for  the  Friends'  Service  Committee.  The  ladies'  aid  meets  each 
week  and  works  diligently.  During  the  past  year  our  women 
have  sent  three  shipments  of  clothing  and  some  cash  to  the 
Friend's  Service  Committee,  two  packets  to  Camp  Lagro,  and 
$339.96  to  Civilian  Public  Service.  Bro.  Elmer  Brumbaugh,  chief 
probation  officer  of  Portage  County,  and  court  referee,  has  been 
serving  as  our  pastor  since  Aug.  31.  Our  church  is  in  need  of  a 
resident  pastor  but  the  cheerful  faithfulness  of  Bro.  Brumbaugh 
and  the  earnest  workers  who  are  keeping  up  the  activities  of  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  is  to  be  highly  commended.  Our 
best  wishes  and  prayers  go  out  to  Brother  and  Sister  Mulligan. 
On  Oct.  12  Virgil  Ringer,  who  is  now  at  Camp  Kane,  was  home 
and  told  us  something  about  the  activities  in  a  Civilian  Service 
camp.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  arrange  our  Christ- 
mas service. — Ethel  Stickler,  Hartville,  Ohio,  Oct.   15. 

Lick  Creek. — We  held  our  business  meeting  on  Sept.  14  with 
our  elder,  Bro.  Edward  Kintner  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  in 
charge.  All  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  Edward  Kintner  was  re-elected  elder 
and  Bro.  Dale  Kyser  was  elected  adult  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. One  church  letter  has  been  received  and  also  one  mem- 
ber has  been  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  since  our 
last  report.  Our  fall  communion  meeting  will  be  held  on  Sun- 
day evening,  Nov.  16.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  Van  B.  Wright  of 
the  Ft.  Wayne  church  of  Indiana  to  be  with  us  in  a  revival 
meeting  in  December.  We  recently  had  Brother  and  Sister  Ira 
Arnold,  returned  missionaries  to  India,  with  us  to  present  their 
program  and  message  of  worship  and  art.  Our  women's  work 
has  recently  reorganized  with  Sister  Ruby  Killian  as  president. 
On  Oct.  15  they  sponsored  the  annual  chicken  supper,  which  was 
very  well  attended.  The  proceeds  amounted  to  more  than  $96. 
On  Nov.  2  our  pastor,  Bro.  Dewey  Rowe,  is  leaving  for  a  two 
weeks'  revival  meeting  in  the  Blissfield  church  of  Northern 
Indiana.      While    he    is    gone    our    ministerial    board    will    have 
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charge  of  filling  the  pulpit. — Mrs.  Leo  Stombaugh,  Bryan,  Ohio, 
Oct.  20. 

Maple  Grove. — On  Oct.  5  installation  services  were  conducted 
for  the  new  officers.  As  a  part  of  the  service  Bro.  Sower,  our 
pastor,  gave  us  a  challenging  message.  Our  future  need  is  for 
spiritual  and  material  growth.  On  Oct.  27  our  revival  meetings 
will  begin  with  Bro.  C.  H.  Petry  of  Akron  as  evangelist.  Our 
communion  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Much  ear- 
nest prayer  is  needed  for  the  success  of  these  meetings. — Olive 
Baughman,  Nankin,   Ohio,   Oct.   10. 

Oklahoma 

Guthrie. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Aug.  13  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro. 
John  Lehman  was  chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
Bro.  Albert  Williams  elder.  Bro.  Lehman  and  Sister  Bertha 
Frantz  are  our  delegates  to  district  meeting.  On  Oct.  5  we  had 
a  dedication  service  for  babies  and  an  installation  service  for  all 
church  and  Sunday-school'  officers.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  beginning  Nov.  3  with  Rev.  Guy 
George,  our  union  Sunday-school  fieldman,  as  evangelist. — Clara 
Huston,  Guthrie,  Okla.,   Oct.  20. 

Pleasant  Plains. — A  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  July  14-28 
with  an  enrollment  of  seventy.  Bro.  Virgil  Brallier,  our  summer 
pastor,  directed  the  school,  with  ten  teachers  and  helpers  as- 
sisting him.  At  the  close  of  the  school  a  program  was  given 
to  a  full  house,  at  which  time  certificates  were  given  to  those 
having  perfect  attendance.  Nine  of  our  young  people  and  sev- 
eral of  the  intermediate  boys  and  girls  attended  Camp  Saline 
near  Cleo  Springs,  Okla.  One  of  them  was  baptized  in  the 
camp  pool.  Sister  Nettie  Senger  was  with  us  on  Aug.  3  and 
gave  a  vivid  and  inspiring  talk  on  the  mission  work  in  China.  A 
large  group  from  this  church  attended  and  enjoyed  the  district 
meeting  held  at  Cordell,  Okla.,  in  August.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  31,  with  Bro.  Brallier  officiating. 
Our  summer  pastor  and  his  wife  did  some  splendid  work  while 
they  were  here.  They  left  Sept.  5  for  McPherson,  Kans.,  where 
they  are  attending  school.  Brethren  J.  S.  Ayres  and  K.  O. 
Thralls  have  again  taken  charge  of  the  work.  We  held  our  reg- 
ular business  meeting  in  September,  at  which  time  officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Robert  Byerly  was  chosen 
elder  and  Bro.  T.  J.  Williams  Sunday-school  superintendent.  On 
Sept.  28  Bro.  Lawver  of  Ames,  Okla.,  brought  us  a  strong  gospel 
message.  We  recently  purchased  new  Brethren  Hymnals.  Our 
ladies'  aid  held  their  business  meeting  and  elected  officers;  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Williams  is  president  for  the  coming  year.  They  have  been 
busy  quilting,  and  also  served  a  farm  sale  which  netted  $35.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  the  sectional  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  which 
is  to  be  held  during  Thanksgiving  week.  The  outlook  for  the 
church  is  good  and  we  are  looking  toward  greater  spiritual  bless- 
ings in  the  future  with  the  help  of  the  Lord. — Mrs.  Lowell  Prent- 
ice, Aline,  Okla.,  Oct.  15. 

Pennsylvania 

Alioona,  Twenty-eighth  St. — Our  hearts  have  been  saddened 
by  the  passing  of  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks,  our  elder  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  We  met  in  regular  council  on  Oct.  8  to  elect 
officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  J.  J.  Shaffer  was  elected 
elder  and  Bro.  J.  Q.  Replogle  general  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day school.  During  the  summer  season  the  young  people  of  cir- 
cuit number  one  held  a  rally  in  the  Tyrone  church.  A  fall  rally 
was  held  in  the  Hollidaysburg  church  with  Sister  Ida  Shumaker 
as  speaker.  Sister  Susan  Sell  gave  an  interesting  report  of  An- 
nual Conference.  We  had  the  privilege  of  having  Sister  Ida 
Shumaker  as  our  speaker  at  the  intermediate  rally  on  Sept.  22 
and  at  our  missionary  society  on  Sept.  23.  The  ladies'  aid  has 
been  busy  quilting  this  fall.  Several  of  our  young  men  have 
been  called  to  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Sept.  28  was 
observed  as  rally  day.  Mrs.  Mary  Mallom  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Our  fall  communion  will  be  held  on  Nov.  9. — Mrs.  Galen  Bittner, 
Altoona,  Pa.,  Oct.  11. 

Ambler. — Our  fall  program  is  getting  under  way.  The  re- 
sponse to  the  appeal  for  folks  to  accept  leadership  in  various 
places  in  our  church  is  encouraging.  Promotions  were  made 
Oct.  5  in  the  church  school  and  church;  church  school  officers 
were  installed  at  the  morning  service.  The  choir,  under  our 
new  director,  Mr.  George  Messick  of  Lansdale,  is  contributing  to 
our  worship  services.  Oct.  12  was  budget  Sunday,  and  the  1941- 
42  budget  was  presented.  We  will  hold  our  communion  on  Oct. 
19  with  preparatory  services  in  the  morning.  Dr.  R.  W.  Schlos- 
ser  of  Elizabethtown  College  will  preach  the  morning  sermon  on 
the  101st  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  our  church  on  Oct.  26. 
Our  speaker  for  Nov.  2  will  be  Bro.  Wilbur  Martin,  pastor  of  the 
Pottstown  church.  Our  own  pastor,  Bro.  Nevin  H.  Zuck,  will 
be  preaching  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania from  Oct.  20 — Nov.  3.  The  teacher  training  class  will  be- 
gin its  work  Nov.  23.  Eld.  I.  S.  Hoffer  will  teach  the  class.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  ministerial  meeting  and  Sunday- 
school  convention  to  be  herd  Oct.  17,  18  in  the  Germantown 
church.— Mrs.  E.  M.  Crouthamel,  Souderton,  Pa.,  Oct.  14. 

Aughwick. — There  was  a  wonderful  meeting  at  the  Germany 
Valley  home-coming  on  Oct.  12.  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp  and  fam- 
ily spent  the  afternoon  and  evening  telling  of  their  work  in 
Africa.  Good  interest  and  fellowship  were  manifested  through- 
out the  day.  Thirteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  was  the  amount 
of  the  missionary  offering,  and  $15.05  of  the  offering  for  repair- 


ing the  roof  of  the  local  church.  Recently  the  second  teacher 
training  class,  Jesus  and  His  Teaching,  closed.  A  total  of  thirty- 
seven  credits  have  been  issued  for  the  year.  There  was  a  splen- 
did response  to  the  Bible  schools  and  junior  missionary  project 
this  summer.  The  four  schools,  held  in  Germany  Valley,  Sugar 
Run,  Rockhill  and  Valley  Point,  had  a  total  enrollment  of  220 
pupils  with  an  average  attendance  of  182.  Twenty-four  teachers 
gave  of  their  time,  and  seventeen  cars  were  used.  The  junior 
missionary  project  was  taken  with  interest  into  the  five  church 
communities  of  the  congregation.  The  total  of  the  offering  was 
$97.48.  Thirty-four  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  one  bushel  of 
potatoes  and  one  and  one-half  bushel  of  sweet  potatoes  were 
sent  to  Camp  Kane,  Pa. — Mrs.  Marlin  Scholten,  Rockhill  Fur- 
nace, Pa.,  Oct.  11. 

Carlisle. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Oct.  6  with 
Eld.  H.  M.  Snavely  presiding.  After  a  devotional  period  led  by 
the  elder,  several  matters  of  business  were  taken  care  of.  All 
reports  were  approved.  Three  letters  were  granted.  We  decided 
to  close  our  fiscal  year  on  Oct.  1,  and  have  our  harvest  meeting 
on  Oct.  19.  We  also  decided  to  have  a  Bible  institute  with  our 
pastor  arranging  the  date  and  the  details.  It  was  decided  to  con- 
sider the  election  of  ministers  and  deacons  at  the  January  coun- 
cil. Our  elder  and  wife  were  elected  delegates  to  district  meet- 
ing. At  a  special  council  on  Sept.  2  we  considered  several  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  our  church  program.  Our  pastor  decided  to 
remain  with  us  for  an  indefinite  period.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Oct.  26  at  5  p.  m.  Bro.  Walter  Hartman  of  Annville,  Pa., 
will  begin  a  revival  meeting  in  our  church  on  Nov.  30. — J.  E. 
Faulkner,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Oct.  7. 

Claysburg. — Our  church  held  an  anniversary  service  on  Sept. 
28,  it  being  the  fifteenth  year  since  the  completion  of  the  church 
building  and  the  coming  of  the  present  pastor,  Bro.  Charles  L. 
Cox.  Bro.  H.  Paul  Cox  of  Bellwood  preached  the  morning  ser- 
mon and  gave  an  address  at  the  evening  vesper  service.  Bro. 
John  E.  Rowland  of  New  Paris  gave  a  stirring  message  in  the 
afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  the  pastor  began  a  two  weeks* 
meeting,  using  as  his  subject,  Paying  the  Price.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended;  the  messages,  largely  in  the  form  of  Bible 
teachings  on  the  fundamentals  of  our  faith,  were  very  helpful, 
and  delegations  from  other  churches,  bringing  special  music, 
added  interest  to  the  services.  Eight  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter.  Our  love  feast  was  held  in 
the  evening  of  Oct.  12  with  the  pastor  officiating,  assisted  by  the 
deacon  brethren.  One  hundred  twenty-eight  communed  at  this 
service.  Our  Sunday  school  retained  its  former  officers,  with  a 
few  exceptions.  Myrl  Blackburn  is  the  new  superintendent. 
Sister  Edith  Cox  is  adult  adviser  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  both  of  our 
church  and  of  circuit  number  two.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a 
profitable  year  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. — H.  D.  Miller,  Clays- 
burg, Pa.,  Oct.   16. 

Conesloga. — Bro.  S.  G.  Meyer  of  Lebanon  came  to  us  on  Aug.  3 
and  opened  a  series  of  meetings  at  Bareville.  He  brought  strong 
Bible  messages  and  visited  in  many  homes  during  the  two  weeks 
he  was  with  us.  Six  of  our  Sunday-school  pupils  were  baptized. 
Seven  of  our  young  people  attended  a  conference  during  the 
month  of  August — some  at  Camp  Mack  and  one  at  Camp  Cone- 
wago.  One  of  our  brethren  has  recently  been  called  to  Camp 
Kane.  Because  of  an  outbreak  of  infantile  paralysis  and  ty- 
phoid fever  in  our  county  all  children  under  eighteen  years  were 
quarantined.  Hence,  work  in  our  Sunday  school  was  retarded 
for  the  month  of  September.  The  quarantine  has  now  been  lifted 
and  the  children  have  returned  to  Sunday  school.  On  Sept.  21 
we  had  our  harvest  home  service.  Bro.  Roy  S.  Forney  brought 
a  practical  and  inspiring  message  on  that  day.  An  offering  was 
taken  for  the  orphanage  at  Neffsville.  Bro.  D.  S.  Myer  presided 
at  our  business  meeting.  The  regular  routine  of  business  was 
disposed  of.  Bro.  John  Harry  was  elected  superintendent  of  our 
Sunday  school.  Various  auxiliaries  of  the  church  gave  gratify- 
ing reports.  Brethren  H.  B.  Markley  and  Reuben  E.  Myer  were 
with  us  and  assisted  in  the  work.  Bro.  D.  S.  Myer  was  elected 
presiding  elder  for  three  years.  We  expect  to  have  with  us  Bro. 
A.  H.  Miller  of  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  to  open  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Bareville  on  Nov.  10.  One  recently  accepted  Christ  and 
awaits  baptism. — Minnie  M.  Myer,  Leola,  Pa.,  Oct.  14. 

Dunnings  Creek. — Several  of  our  members  attended  the  Sun- 
day-school convention  and  young  people's  conference  Aug.  26, 
27  at  New  Enterprise.  The  annual  home-coming  service  was  held 
at  the  Holsinger  church  on  Sept.  7  with  Bro.  Norman  Seese  of 
Petersburg,  W.  Va.,  as  guest  speaker  for  the  morning  service  and 
Bro.  John  D.  Ellis  of  Johnstown  for  the  afternoon  service.  These 
gave  Spirit-filled  messages  that  were  enjoyed  by  a  large  and  ap- 
preciative audience.  The  evening  of  Sept.  7  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  a  two  weeks'  revival  by  our  pastor,  closing  with  the 
love  feast,  which  was  an  impressive  service.  Sister  Taylor  and 
our  elder,  Bro.  Mickle,  assisted  Bro.  Rowland  in  the  service. 
Sickness  in  the  community  prevented  a  larger  attendance  dur- 
ing these  meetings;  however,  the  sermons  were  inspirational  and 
helpful.  We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us  delegations  from 
other  churches  to  bring  messages  in  song.  One  was  received  by 
baptism.  On  Sept.  14  we  had  our  regular  quarterly  council  meet- 
ing at  the  Holsinger  church.  At  this  time  much  business  was 
transacted  and  the  officers  for  the  year  were  elected.  Bro.  T.  B. 
Mickle  continues  as  our  elder  and  Bro.  Rowland  as  pastor.  A 
furnace  has  recently  been  installed  in  the  Holsinger  church, 
which  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  appearance  of  the  church. 
The   evening   meeting   at   New   Paris   on   Oct.    5   was   devoted   to 
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harvest  praise,  the  other  churches  of  our  congregation  partici- 
pating. We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us  many  local  people 
from  neighboring  churches.  We  received  125  quarts  of  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables  and  also  some  potatoes.  We  had  a  splendid 
program  of  special  music  and  readings,  and  our  pastor  gave  a 
message  to  inform  us  about  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
On  Oct.  12  at  the  Point  church  the  twelve  districts  of  Bedford 
County  held  their  annual  Sunday-school  conference. — Mrs.  Al- 
bert S.  Ritchey,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  15. 

Germanlown. — Four  juniors,  two  intermediates  and  one  young 
person  from  here  attended  Camp  Star  Dust  in  August,  and  nine 
workers  were  at  the  district  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers 
meeting  at  the  Green  Tree  church  on  Sept.  25  when  Bro.  John 
Barwick  spoke.  Our  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  were 
installed  on  Sept.  28.  At  the  regular  business  meeting  on  Oct.  6 
church  officers  were  elected.  The  Sunday-school  and  ministerial 
meeting  of  this  district,  to  be  held  here,  has  been  postponed 
from  Oct.  17,  18  to  Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1.  The  love  feast  is  Nov.  9 
at  7:00  p.  m.— Rebecca  Foutz,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  7. 

Greensburg. — Our  harvest  home  meeting  was  held  Sept.  7  with 
more  than  400  in  attendance.  We  were  very  glad  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  having  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  with  us  at  both  the  morning 
and  evening  services.  At  our  last  council  we  elected  church  offi- 
cers for  the  new  year;  these,  with  the  Sunday-school  officers, 
were  installed  into  office  on  Sept.  21.  Sept.  28  was  promotion 
day  in  our  school.  An  attractive  copy  of  the  book  of  Psalms  was 
given  to  each  one  present,  selections  from  which  were  used  in  a 
very  helpful  and  impressive  service.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
Oct.  5,  6,  prior  to  which  six  of  our  young  people  were  baptized. 
We  have  been  helped  much  by  the  Bible  reading  meeting  held 
Sept.  21 — Oct.  5.  We  read  the  entire  Gospel  of  John,  which  was 
well  outlined  by  Bro.  Brougher,  our  pastor.  Several  of  our  elder 
members,  always  so  faithful  in  church  work  and  attendance,  have 
been  physically  unable  to  meet  with  us,  and  are  greatly  missed. 
— Mrs.  J.  Howard  Markley,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  11. 

Harrisburg. — On  Aug.  5  we  held  our  council  meeting  and 
elected  Sunday-school  and  church  officers.  H.  Roy  Walter  was 
chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  love  feast  and  com- 
munion services  were  postponed  until  the  first  Sunday  in  Octo- 
ber, because  of  the  infantile  paralysis  quarantine.  Bro.  R.  W. 
Schlosser,  our  elder,  officiated.  Beginning  on  Oct.  12,  Bro. 
Heisey  is  conducting  a  series  of  sermons  in  the  Sunday  evening 
services,  preparatory  to  our  evangelistic  meetings  which  will  be- 
gin on  Nov.  9.  Our  pastor  will  conduct  these  services.  Cottage 
prayer  meetings  will  begin  with  the  week  of  Oct.  12.  We  ask 
the  prayers  of  all  for  these  meetings. — Mrs.  E.  M.  Byrem,  Camp 
Hill,    Pa.,    Oct.    22. 

Hunlsdale.— On  Sept.  21  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  group  elected  their 
officers.  The  president  is  Mrs.  Powell  Sheller  and  the  adult  ad- 
viser Mrs.  O.  J.  Hassinger.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  12 
with  Bro.  Forney  of  East  Petersburg  officiating.  On  Sept.  28  we 
elected  our  Sunday-school  officers;  our  superintendent  is  Bro. 
Ralph  Clopper.  On  Oct.  26  we  will  have  a  Bible  institute  with 
morning,  afternoon  and  evening  sessions.  The  father  and  son 
banquet  will  be  held  on  Nov.  7.  On  Nov.  9  the  volunteer  band 
of  Elizabethtown  College  will  give  a  program  and  on  Nov.  17 
our  evangelistic  meetings  will  begin  with  Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisen- 
berg  as  evangelist. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Evans,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Oct.  16. 

Johnstown,  Roxbury. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  had  with 
us  Sister  Mary  Gauntz  Cummings,  missionary  to  China,  who  gave 
a  very  interesting  and  helpful  talk,  after  which  we  all  enjoyed 
a  social  hour  together.  We  also  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  Mr. 
Paul  Voranaeff  tell  of  his  experiences  in  Russia.  We  are  giv- 
ing considerable  thought  to  the  district  meeting  for  Western 
Pennsylvania  to  be  held  at  our  church.  Our  regular  fall  busi- 
ness meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  17  with  our  pastor  presiding. 
For  the  coming  year  our  elder  will  be  Bro.  Lewis  H.  Brum- 
baugh and  our  Sunday-school  superintendent  will  be  D.  G. 
Seese.  A  special  meeting  was  called  for  two  weeks  later  when 
the  newly  elected  deacons  and  their  wives  were  installed.  They 
are  C.  W.  Barnhart,  Harry  Bechtel,  Harry  Blough  and  Luther  R. 
Hoffman.  Also  at  this  time  Edward  Canfield,  with  his  wife,  was 
licensed  to  preach.  This  meeting  was  a  well-attended  and  im- 
pressive one,  in  which  Bro.  Charles  W.  Blough,  president  of  the 
district  ministerial  board,  officiated,  assisted  by  Bro.  D.  Howard 
Keiper  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Brumbaugh.  A  number  of  improve- 
ments about  our  church  building  have  been  sponsored  recently 
by  both  the  older  and  younger  groups.  The  men  have  done 
much  of  this  work.  We  feel  that  our  church  has  been  making  a 
steady  growth  financially  for  some  time,  and  we  sincerely  trust 
that  the  spiritual  growth  has  not  been  lagging. — Mrs.  Charles 
Noon,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Oct.   13. 

Juniata  Park. — We  had  a  wonderful  rally  day  on  Oct.  5  with 
192  present.  We  had  a  fine  program,  and  the  officers  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  were  installed.  Bro.  Nelson,  our  Sun- 
day-school superintendent,  presented  every  one  with  a  bronze 
ruler.  We  have  just  finished  painting  our  church  both  inside 
and  out,  and  have  bought  new  blinds  for  the  windows.  We  also 
put  on  a  new  roof.  Our  young  people's  group  has  reorgan- 
ized and  they  are  having  some  very  inspiring  meetings.  Elnore 
Glass  has  been  elected  for  their  president.  They  have  also 
formed  a  young  people's  choir.  On  the  second  Tuesday  of  each 
month  our  missionary  society  meets.  This  is  a  new  organization 
for  our  ladies  and  much  interest  is  being  taken  in  it;  Mrs.  Vera 
Gates  is  our  president.  We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Broth- 
er  and   Sister   H.   Stover   Kulp,   missionaries   to   Africa,   with   us 


next  Sunday  for  both  the  morning  and  evening  services.  Seven 
people  have  been  baptized  this  year.  Our  love  feast  and  com- 
munion service  will  be  held  on  Nov.  9. — Mrs.  W.  F.  McKendree, 
Juniata,   Pa.,    Oct.   14. 

Lancaster. — On  Aug.  29  a  farewell  service  was  held  by  the 
church  for  our  pastor  and  wife,  Brother  and  Sister  M.  J.  Weav- 
er, who  have  accepted  a  call  to  Nappanee,  Ind.  Expressions  of 
appreciation  were  given  by  representatives  of  all  the  church  or- 
ganizations. A  response  was  given  by  Bro.  Weaver,  and  the 
men's  quartet  sang  several  numbers.  A  purse  was  presented  to 
the  Weavers.  Eld.  H.  B.  Yoder  presided  at  the  meeting.  On 
the  morning  of  Aug.  31  Bro.  Weaver  preached  his  farewell  ser- 
mon, his  subject  being  No  Man — Jesus  Only.  The  church  will 
always  remember  with  gratitude  Brother  and  Sister  Weaver's 
untiring  efforts.  They  leave  a  host  of  friends,  not  only  in  the 
church,  but  also  among  the  city's  religious  organizations,  in 
which  both  were  active.  The  church  grew  during  his  pastorate. 
We  were  sorry  to  hear  of  their  automobile  accident  near  Johns- 
town while  en  route  to  Nappanee.  On  Oct.  2  the  officers  and 
workers  of  the  Sunday  school  enjoyed  a  fellowship  supper  and 
rally,  at  which  time  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger  was  our  guest 
speaker.  Bro.  Henry  Bucher  was  guest  speaker  on  rally  day. 
Our  general  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  year  is  Har- 
old Ebersole;  Emanuel  Brown  is  president  of  men's  work  and 
Mrs.  K.  M.  Cox  of  women's  work;  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  adviser  is 
Alexander  Glasmire.  On  Oct.  26  the  Lancaster  church  will  cele- 
brate the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  organization  with  all-day 
services.  On  Nov.  2  our  love  feast  will  be  held.  On  the  evening 
of  Nov.  8  the  district  meeting  of  the  men's  work  group  will  be 
held  in  our  church.  We  are  co-operating  in  the  religious  survey 
of  the  city  which  is  being  sponsored  by  the  city  ministerial  as- 
sociation and  the  Sunday  schools.  In  addition  to  our  home  min- 
isters, the  following  have  preached  for  us:  Brethren  R.  W. 
Schlosser,  J.  M.  Moore,  F.  L.  Weller  and  H.  G.  Bucher.— Mrs. 
Kenton  Cox,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  21. 

New  Enterprise. — A  large  number  of  our  people  took  advantage 
of  the  splendid  opportunities  offered  at  Camp  Harmony  this  sea- 
son. During  the  month  of  August  Bro.  J.  E.  Rowland  of  New 
Paris,  Pa.,  held  a  two  weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  in  the  Water- 
side church.  His  gospel  messages  were  full  of  spiritual  power. 
Interest  and  attendance  were  exceptionally  good  and  sixteen 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  The  Sunday  school 
was  reorganized  on  Sept.  14.  Bro.  Paul  Hoover  was  re-elected 
superintendent.  Church  officers  were  elected  on  the  following 
Sunday.  Bro.  Staufer  was  elected  elder.  An  impressive  instal- 
lation service  was  held  on  Sept.  28  for  the  Sunday-school  officers. 
During  the  absence  of  our  pastor  at  different  times  the  pulpit  has 
been  filled  by  our  home  ministers:  Brethren  Alfred  Replogle, 
D.  Luke  Bowser,  Jr.,  and  Paul  Hoover.  Pre-communion  serv- 
ices were  held  by  our  pastor  from  Oct.  2  to  Oct.  5,  the  day  of  our 
love  feast.  Three  were  baptized  and  one,  having  been  baptized 
elsewhere,  was  received  on  the  same  Sunday.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
recently  rendered  a  very  effective  peace  play  entitled  Brothers 
to  a  large  audience.  Sister  Hannah  Clouse  directed  the  play. 
An  offering  of  over  $35  was  received  for  the  Brethren  Service 
fund.  On  Oct.  8  we  met  in  quarterly  council  with  our  elder  in 
charge.  Different  reports  were  read  and  approved  and  three 
letters  were  granted.  At  our  harvest  home  service  on  Oct  12 
an  offering  for  the  Old  Folks'  Home  was  received,  and  canned 
fruit  for  the  Civilian  camp  at  Kane  was  brought  to  the  church.' 
Over  300  quarts  have  been  sent  from  our  church.  On  Oct.  10 
a  foodless  banquet  was  held  for  the  Sunday-school  and  church 
workers.  The  tables  were  beautifully  decorated  with  flowers 
spelling  the  words  Building  With  Christ  and  Service.  Songs  and 
talks  were  given  by  the  local  folks.  Bro.  George  Detweiler  of  the 
Huntingdon  church  gave  a  most  challenging  message  to  the 
Sunday-school  workers.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  our  aged  Bro. 
D.  T.  Detwiler,  who  passed  to  his  reward  on  Oct.  18.  He  spent 
almost  eighty-seven  years  in  our  community  and  his  noble  Chris- 
tian influence  still  lives  in  our  midst. — Mrs.  D.  P.  Hoover,  New 
Enterprise,  Pa.,  Oct.  22. 

Roaring  Spring. — Our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  at  the  July  council  meeting,  and  installation  services 
were  held  on  Sept.  28,  as  well  as  promotion  exercises  for  the 
Sunday-school  pupils.  Bro.  T.  F.  Henry  was  elected  elder  and 
Howard  Hoover  general  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  organizing  for  the  winter's  activities  and  will  use 
the  programs  as  outlined  in  Our  Young  People.  Sara  Hoover 
is  president.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  5  with  a  large 
attendance;  Bro.  Henry  officiated.  Our  pastor  has  tendered  his 
resignation,  as  he  has  accepted  the  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
Stone  church  at  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  church  reluctantly  ac- 
cepted his  resignation.  The  end  of  August  finished  two  years 
of  service  for  Bro.  Henry  as  our  pastor.  Two  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism  before  the  love  feast.  A  fine  donation  of 
canned  fruit  and  vegetables  was  given  to  Camp  Kane  from  our 
church. — Mrs.   Elmer   Hoover,  Roaring   Spring,   Pa.,   Oct.  22. 

Rouzerville. — Our  church  held  its  annual  rally  day  on  Oct.  5 
with  Bro.  Milton  Hershey  of  Manheim  as  guest  speaker  in  the 
morning.  Bro.  William  N.  Zobler  of  Gettysburg  and  Bro.  Her- 
shey gave  the  addresses  of  the  afternoon.  Bro.  Hershey  spoke  on 
Chosen  to  Be  a  Soldier,  and  Bro.  Zobler  on  The  Christian's  Ar- 
mor. The  Wingert  Sisters'  trio  of  the  Brethren  in  Christ  church 
entertained  us  with  music  in  the  afternoon.  A  local  duet  and 
mixed  quartet  added  greatly  to  the  forenoon  services.     The  or- 
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ganized  adult  Bible  class  has  been  holding  its  regular  monthly 
meetings  in  the  various  homes  of  the  members  with  about  thirty 
people  present  each  time.  Our  members  have  been  supporting 
the  peace  cup  on  the  last  Sunday  of  every  month  by  giving  a 
special  offering  besides  the  regular  offerings.  The  amount  ranges 
from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  each  time.  Our  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  Bro.  Edwin  Eigenbrode,  is  the  representative  of 
the  Antietam  congregation  in  charge  of  this  peace  cup  offering, 
with  Bro.  Walter  Creager  as  our  local  representative.  Bro.  H.  M. 
Stover  has  been  away  several  weeks  lately,  holding  evange- 
listic services  at  Van  Dyke.  Our  Sunday  school  is  at  9:30,  and 
morning  worship  at  10:45.  We  have  church  services  and  Chris- 
tian Workers'  meeting  on  each  alternate  Sunday  night,  and 
prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  night.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 
these   services. — Laurean   R.    Smith,   Waynesboro,   Pa.,    Oct.   21. 

Royersford. — On  Oct.  7  we  held  our  church  council  and  the 
usual  business  was  transacted.  We  unanimously  elected  Bro. 
Caleb  Bucher  as  our  pastor  and  elder.  Bro.  Bucher  has  been 
serving  as  our  supply  pastor  and  we  appreciate  his  willingness 
to  accept  this  added  responsibility.  We  are  anxious  that  his  min- 
istry, with  the  co-operation  of  the  church,  shall  be  a  power  for 
good  in  our  community.  On  the  first  Sunday  in  October  we  had 
promotion  exercises  for  the  children's  division.  Recently  our 
pastor  has  been  giving  a  series  of  sermons  on  Christian  Educa- 
tion, culminating  in  a  candlelighting  consecration  service  for 
teachers  and  officers  of  the  church  and  school  on  Oct.  12.  Fol- 
lowing an  inspiring  worship  service  Bro.  Bucher  delivered  a 
wonderful  sermon.  The  theme  of  the '  entire  service  was  We 
Would  Be  Building.  The  church  presented  a  beautiful  appear- 
ance in  its  setting  of  ferns  and  white  candles.  On  Nov.  2  we  will 
hold  our  love  feast.  On  Nov.  23  our  semiannual  missionary  day 
will  be  held.  We  are  planning  to  have  with  us  Mrs.  Herbert 
Arthur,  daughter  of  Bro.  I.  S.  Long,  as  guest  speaker.  The  Roy- 
ersford school  of  leadership  education  for  Christian  workers  will 
be  conducted  in  our  church.  It  will  open  on  Oct.  27  and  have 
sessions  for  a  period  of  six  weeks,  meeting  every  Monday  eve- 
ning. Mrs.  W.  S.  Price  is  dean  of  the  school  and  Paul  Tyson  is 
registrar. — Ollive    Flemings,    Royersford,    Pa.,    Oct.    20. 

Springfield. — Our  church  building  was  redecorated  last  spring. 
In  July  our  Sunday  school  sponsored  a  successful  vacation  Bible 
school  under  the  direction  of  Martha  Jacoby.  At  the  July  busi- 
ness meeting  the  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected 
for  the  year.  On  Aug.  17  we  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  H.  Stover 
Kulp,  returned  missionary  to  Africa,  address  our  young  peo- 
ple's annual  missionary  program.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  George  W. 
Landis,  officiated  at  four  recent  weddings  of  sisters  of  the  Plus 
Ultra  class.  Our  annual  home-coming  service  on  Aug.  24  was 
well  attended  and  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  Sunday  school  observed 
rally  day  on  Oct.  12.  Our  annual  women's  work  program  will  be 
held  Oct.  24.  Our  fall  evangelistic  meeting  will  be  from  Oct.  26 
— Nov.  2,  closing  with  the  love  feast.  We  expect  to  have  with 
us  the  a  cappella  choir  of  Elizabethtown  College  on  Nov.  16.  Bro. 
Forest  Weller,  also  of  Elizabethtown  College,  will  conduct  a  Bible 
institute  here  Nov.  29,  30. — Miriam  K.  Steely,  Quakertown,  Pa., 
Oct.    14. 

Three  Springs. — Because  we  do  not  have  a  pastor,  Bro.  R.  L. 
Cocklin,  our  former  pastor,  filled  the  pulpit  during  the  summer 
months.  Visiting  ministers  during  the  summer  were  Bro.  George 
Hopkins  of  Saxton,  Pa.,  who  preached  one  Sunday  in  June; 
Bro.  Robert  Ditmer  of  Mifflin,  Pa.,  who  was  with  us  on  Aug.  3; 
and  Bro.  Henry  E.  Miller  of  Brodbeck,  Pa.,  who  was  here  on 
Aug.  17.  Bro.  Henry  E.  Miller  has  been  called  to  the  pastorate 
of  this  church.  On  Sept.  28  Gard  Smith  was  re-elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  1  and  elected 
church  officers.  Delegates  for  district  meeting,  to  be  held  at 
Shippensburg  Oct.  28,  29,  are  Brethren  John  McConnel  and 
David  E.  Roth.  Brethren  Merl  Wallace  and  David  Roth,  elected 
a  year  ago  as  deacons,  were  installed  with  their  wives  by  Eld. 
S.  C.  Godfrey,  assisted  by  Brethren  Henry  E.  Miller  and  A.  J. 
Shumaker.  Our  love  feast  held  on  Oct.  11  was  well  attended. 
Eld.  S.  C.  Godfrey  officiated,  assisted  by  Bro.  Henry  E.  Miller. 
On  Oct.  12  Bro.  Miller  filled  the  pulpit.— Mrs.  David  E.  Roth, 
Loysville,  Pa.,  Oct.  15. 


When  you  change  your  address,  please 
give  your  name  and  address  exactly  as  it 
appeared  on  your  Messenger  or  Messenger 
wrapper,  then  state  how  you  want  your 
paper  to  come.  The  first  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  identify  each  subscriber,  the  second 
that  the  address  may  be  as  you  want  it. 
Allow  at  least  two  weeks  for  the  change  of 
address  to  be  made. 


Windber. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  N.  D.  Cosner,  baptized  four  on  Aug. 
4.  On  Aug.  5  Rev.  John  Grim  of  Westernport,  Md.,  preached  for 
us,  and  on  Aug.  17  Bro.  Dorsey  Seese  preached.  On  Aug.  8  the 
Torchbearers  class  sponsored  a  variety  program  with  talent  from 
a  number  of  the  churches  of  the  community.  Bro.  Lawrence 
Bianchi  held  a  week's  revival  meeting,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Italians,  in  our  church  the  first  week  in  September.  Oct.  5  was 
installation  day  for  our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro. 
Cosner  was  elected  elder  and  B.  F.  Heckler  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. At  our  church  council  meeting  on  Sept.  9  five  let- 
ters were  granted  and  one  received.  Three  delegates  were 
elected  for  district  meeting.  Because  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
quarantine  a  number  of  events  were  postponed  from  the  orig- 
inal schedule.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  5  the  Hi-Y  and  tri-Hi-Y 
had  a  district  rally  in  our  church.  On  Oct.  12  we  dedicated  our 
church  hymnals.  On  Oct.  19  a  very  impressive  candlelighting 
installation  service  was  held  for  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  officers  for  the 
new  year.  Byron  Berkey,  the  re-elected  president,  reviewed  the 
activities  of  the  past  year  and  Marie  Himes,  the  vice  president, 
spoke  on  the  aims  and  goals  for  the  new  year.  Romayne  Weaver, 
the  director  of  the  past  year,  spoke  on  What  Do  We  Expect  of 
Our  Young  People.  During  the  summer  months  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
held  several  outdoor  vesper  services.  They  began  their  Wednes- 
day evening  prayer  meetings  two  weeks  ago;  everyone  is  invited 
to  them.  Beginning  on  Sept.  14,  Bro.  Cosner  preached  a  series 
of  Sunday  morning  sermons  on  The  Churches  of  Asia.  Our  love 
feast  and  communion  will  be  held  on  Nov.  2  at  6:30  p.  m.,  and 
our  revival  meeting,  with  Bro.  Cecil  C.  Showalter  as  evangelist, 
Nov.  23— Dec.   7.— Mrs.  Calvin  L.  Blough,  Windber,  Pa.,  Oct.  20. 

Virginia 

Bethel. — On  Sept.  15  Bro.  W.  E.  Cunningham  came  to  our 
church  to  start  a  revival  meeting.  He  preached  eight  excellent 
sermons.  Bro.  Cunningham  was  our  pastor  for  twenty-one  years, 
but  was  called  to  serve  in  another  field  three  years  ago.  The 
people  of  this  community  showed  by  their  attendance  at  the  re- 
cent meetings  that  they  were  glad  to  have  him  back.  The 
meeting  closed  with  home-coming  day  on  Sept.  21.  A  very 
large  crowd  attended  this  service.  Bro.  U.  S.  Campbell,  a  pas- 
tor of  Bethel  for  five  years  in  the  early  life  of  the  church,  as- 
sisted Bro.  Cunningham  with  the  services  on  Sunday.  Two  were 
baptized.— Mrs.   Pernie   L.   Proffitt,   Shipman,    Va.,    Oct.   22. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

Nov.  9,  6:30  pm,  Covina. 
Nov.    16,    4    pm,    First    church, 

Los   Angeles. 
Dec.  3,  7  pm,  Long  Beach. 

Florida 
Nov.  9,  Seneca. 

Illinois 
Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Walnut  Grove. 
Nov.  21,  Romine. 

Indiana 

Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Wawaka. 

Nov.  8,  7:30  pm,  Blissville. 

Nov.  9,  Pleasant  Hill. 

Nov.  9,  Second  South  Bend. 

Nov.  9,  7:30  pm,  Cedar  Creek. 

Nov.  13,  7:30  pm,  Nappanee. 

Nov.  16,  West  Marion. 

Nov.   17,   7:30   pm,  Plymouth. 

Nov.  22,  Center. 

Nov.  23,  7  pm,  Ft.  Wayne. 

Dec.  1,  New  Paris. 

Dec.   15,  Sugar  Creek. 

Maryland 
Nov.  9,  6:30  pm,  Thurmont. 
Nov.    16,    6    pm,    Sharpsburg. 
Nov.   16,   6  pm,  Westminster. 

Michigan 

Nov.  9,  Lansing. 
Nov.    9,    10:30   am.    Crystal. 
Nov.   15,   7:30   pm,  Pontiac. 
Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,   Muskegon. 

Missouri 

Nov.   27,   Mountain   Grove. 

Ohio 
Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Beaver  Creek. 
Nov.  8,  7  pm,  Salem. 
Nov.   8,   7:30   pm,    Stonelick. 
Nov.  9,  Toledo. 

Nov.  10,   7:30  pm,   Middletown. 
Nov.    15,    Fairview. 


Nov.      15,      10:30      am,     Poplar 

Grove. 
Nov.   15,   7   pm,   East  Nimishil- 

len. 
Nov.    16,   Lick    Creek. 
Nov.   16,  Richland. 
Nov.  22,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 
Nov.   23,    Hartville. 

Pennsylvania 

Nov.   8,   2   and   6   pm,   Hatfield. 

Nov.  8,  3  pm,  Welty. 

Nov.    8,    9,    10:30    am,    Falling 

Spring     congregation,     Hade 

church. 
Nov.    8,    9,    1:30    pm,    Annville. 
Nov.  8,  9,  1:30  pm,  Myerstown. 
Nov.  9,  Cherry  Lane. 
Nov.  9,  Juniata  Park. 
Nov.  9,  Lititz. 
Nov.  9,  Lower  Claar. 
Nov.      9,      Twenty-eighth      St. 

church,   Altoona. 
Nov.     9,     10     am,     Shrewsbury 

house,      Codorus      congrega- 
tion. 
Nov.    9,    6   pm,    York,    in   First 

church. 
Nov.   9,   7  pm,   Germantown. 
Nov.   9,    7   pm,   Pittsburgh. 
Nov.    9,    7    pm,    Salisbury. 
Nov.    9,   7   pm,   Tyrone. 
Nov.    11,    7   pm,    Greencastle. 
Nov.    16,    County    Line. 
Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 
Nov.  16,  2,  4  and  6  pm,  Spring 

Creek. 
Nov.  16,  6  pm,  Mechanicsburg. 
Nov.    16,    6:30   pm,   Meyersdale. 
Nov.   23,   all   day,   Bermudian. 

Virginia 

Nov.    8,    7    pm,    Timberville   at 

Mt.  Olivet. 
Nov.    17,   Troutville. 
Nov.  18,  7:30  pm,  Blue  Ridge. 

Washington 

Nov.   22,    Sunny   Slope. 
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Hollin's  Road. — From  Sept.  14-28  our  church  enjoyed  a  series  of 
meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  M.  Guy  West.  These  meetings  were 
well  attended  and  twenty-seven  were  added  to  the  church,  twen- 
ty-four by  baptism,  one  by  letter  and  two  by  associate  mem- 
bership. Our  fall  communion  was  held  on  Oct.  5.  The  attend- 
ance was  unusually  large,  but  we  were  aware  that  many  more 
should  have  been  there.  Our  church  is  made  up  of  a  live,  active 
group  of  folks  doing  things  for  Christ  in  our  community.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  C.  M.  Key,  has  been  bringing  to  us  many  excellent 
sermons. — K.    S.   Kinzie,   Roanoke,   Va. 

Timberville. — The  women  of  our  church  sent  a  sunshine  box 
to  one  of  our  members  who  was  ill  in  a  sanatorium.  The  inte- 
rior of  the  Mt.  Olivet  church  has  been  completely  redecorated. 
Special  services  in  recognition  of  this  improvement  were  held  on 
Sunday  evening,  Aug.  13,  with  the  sermon  by  Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse  of 
the  Bridgewater  church.  A  revival  meeting  at  the  Mt.  Olivet 
church  was  held  July  20— Aug.  3  with  Eld.  John  T.  Glick,  for- 
mer pastor,  as  evangelist.  There  were  twenty-one  conversions. 
The  tri-congregation  week-end  retreat  was  held  near  Edinburg 
over  the  second  Sunday  in  August  with  Joseph  W.  Miller  direct- 
ing and  Wendall  Glick  and  Earnest  Walker  assisting.  About 
sixty  attended.  On  Aug.  24  a  children's  church  worship  was  held 
at  the  regular  morning  worship  hour.  The  worship  service  was 
planned  to  be  of  interest  to  children.  Mrs.  David  Wieand  of 
Chicago  gave  the  children's  sermon.  On  Aug.  31  Bro.  David 
Wieand  of  Chicago  preached  for  us.  We  have  received  twenty- 
three  by  baptism  recently  and  eight  by  letter.  We  are  planning 
to  have  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman  from  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  with  us 
in  our  revival  meeting  Mar.  8-22,  1942.  A  number  from  our 
church  attended  the  district  young  people's  conference  held  in 
the  Mt.  Zion  church  on  Aug.  24,  and  the  regional  conference  held 
at  Bridgewater  Aug.  27-29.  Our  young  people  are  planning  to 
present  a  program  at  a  mission  church  at  Newport  soon.  Our 
church  co-operated  in  the  drive  for  religious  education  in  the  lo- 
cal school  by  raising  over  $100  for  this  cause.  Our  harvest  of- 
fering will  be  held  on  Dec.  4. — Mrs.  Galen  Flory,  Broadway, 
Va.,   Oct.    18. 

Troutville. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  July  22  with 
Eld.  J.  W.  Ikenberry  presiding.  The  church  officers  were 
elected  at  this  meeting.  The  church  improvement  committee 
was  asked  to  continue  their  work;  at  the  present  time  the  base- 
ment is  being  remodeled.  Sister  Elizabeth  Broughman  held  a 
revival  meeting  in  the  New  Bethel  house  and  fourteen  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.    Three  others  have  been  bap- 


tized since  then.  Our  children's  day  service  was  held  on  the 
third  Sunday  in  August.  Bro.  J.  V.  Rader  has  been  re-elected  as 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  E.  C.  Woodie, 
gave  an  interesting  report,  including  pictures,  of  his  trip  to  An- 
nual Conference.  At  our  council  on  Oct.  12  one  letter  of  mem- 
bership was  received  and  one  granted.  Several  encouraging  re- 
ports were  given,  one  of  which  was  Bro.  Woodie's,  in  which  he 
stated  that  seventy-five  had  been  received  by  baptism  and  sev- 
eral by  letter  since  he  came  as  our  pastor.  Our  series  of  evan- 
gelistic services  will  begin  on  Nov.  5.  Bro.  Woodie  will  preach 
until  Nov.  9,  when  Bro.  C.  G.  Hesse  of  Bridgewater  will  con- 
tinue the  meeting.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  on  Monday  night,  Nov.  17. — Frankie  Showalter,  Trout- 
ville, Va.,  Oct.  14. 

West  Virginia 

Smith  Chapel.— We  held  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  18  with  Eld.  D. 
Price  Bowman  officiating  and  Sister  Tiller  assisting.  Thirty-four 
communed.  At  the  following  Sunday  services  Bro.  Bowman  de- 
livered wonderful  sermons.  Our  regular  meetings  are  on  Sat- 
urday night  before  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  morning  and  night,  conducted  by  Sister  Garnet 
Tiller;  and  the  third  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning  and 
night,  conducted  by  Sister  Broughman  of  Buchanan,  Va.  The 
Sunday  school  is  being  well  attended.  The  ladies'  aid  is  doing 
good  work  and  hoping  to  do  even  better  in  the  future.  With 
God's  help,  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  better  year  in  our 
church  work. — Mrs.  Okie  M.  Pasley,  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  21. 

Wisconsin 

Chippewa  Valley. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  Clarence  Fike  of  Freeport,  111.,  Sept.  21 — Oct.  5.  We  had 
a  good  attendance,  and  nine  were  baptized  and  three  taken  on 
former  baptism.  Bro.  Lewis  Hyde  of  Stanley,  Wis.,  conducted 
our  song  service;  this  was  greatly  appreciated,  as  were  the  spe- 
cial numbers  given  each  night  by  Bro.  Sheldon  Dornick  of  Free- 
port.  Bro.  Fike's  messages,  as  well  as  his  talks  to  the  children, 
were  inspiring  and  appreciated  by  all  who  came.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  4  with  a  large  attendance.  Previous  to  our 
meetings,  our  pastor,  Bro.  Howard  Peden,  had  baptized  five  who 
live  in  the  vicinity  of  Menomonie,  Wis.  These  also  attended  our 
love  feast.  Our  aid  society  is  sending  canned  fruit  and  vege- 
tables to  Bethany  Hospital. — Nora  L.  Andrews,  Rock  Falls,  Wis., 
Oct.   13. 


WUo.  Goa  Jlelp,  144,  McJze,  xl  IZett&i  Go&kboJbk? 

Any  practical  cook  who  will  send  us  her  best  recipe  for  some  economical  and  wholesome 
dish;  any  dietitian  who  knows  of  some  especially  nourishing  food;  any  nurse  who  has  found 
something  especially  acceptable  to  the  sick;  any  missionary  or  other  person  who  can  send  us  a 
recipe  for  a  section  on  foods  of  other  peoples,  as  rice  and  curry  for  India.  We  are  especially 
anxious  for  recipes  telling  how  to  prepare  simple  and  tasty  dishes  for  the  average  family  table. 

Name  of  recipe   

List  of  ingredients  (give  specific  amounts)  for  a  recipe  to  serve  six  persons — 


Directions: 


Sender's   name 


Town    Street  or  R.  D. 


State 


□  Check  here  if  you  will  want  a  new  cookbook.     Our  present  plan  is  to  publish  the  book  to  sell  at  $1.00  per  copy. 
Special  rates  to  Aid  Societies.     For  information  write:  Brethren   Publishing   House,    16-24   South   State   St.,   Elgin,   Illinois. 
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Among  Our  Own  Publications 

PREPARE  FOR  CHRISTMAS  NOW.    GIVE  A  BOOK 
It  Will  Be  Sent  Direct  to  the  Individual  as  a  Gift,  Upon  Request 


INGLENOOK    COOK    BOOK  $1.00 

One  of  the  most  sim- 
ple and  practical  cook- 
books on  the  market.  The 
wide  and  steady  sale  of 
this  book  is  ample  proof 
of  all  we  claim  for  it.  In- 
troductory to  each  of  the 
twenty-one  groups  of  rec- 
ipes will  be  found  a  brief 
discussion  of  the  special 
dietetic  principles  in- 
volved. Blank  pages  for 
additional  favorite  recipes. 
Bound  in  white,  washable 
leatherette;    416  pages. 

HOME    BUILDERS    OF 
TOMORROW    $1.00 

Warren  D.  Bowman 

A  scientific  and  wholesome 
treatment  of  such  vital  problems  of 
youth  as:  Forming  Friendships, 
Choosing  a  Mate,  Courtship,  En- 
gagement, Entering  Upon  Marriage. 
Parents  and  pastors  as  well  as 
young  people  should  have  this 
book. 

MEET   HENRY  KURTZ $1.00 

Harry  A.   Brandt 

The  inspiring  story  of  the  man  who  revived  printing 
among  the  Brethren  after  the  destruction  of  the  Sower  press 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  long  period  of  inactivity 
which  followed.  At  a  critical  time  in  Brethren  history 
Elder  Henry  Kurtz  became  the  instrument  in  determining 
the  outlook  of  a  whole  denomination;  136  pages.  Illus- 
trated. 

THE  STORY  OF  OUR  CHURCH $1.25 

I.  E.  Miller 

A  simple  narrative  of  conditions  leading  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the  persecution  in 
Europe,  the  flight  and  search  for  religious  freedom  in  Amer- 
ica, the  new  start  at  Germantown,  the  spread  of  the  church 
in  America,  and  the  story  of  printing,  missions  and  edu- 
cation down  to  the  present.  Written  primarily  for  young 
people,  the  book  makes  a  strong  appeal  to  the  older  gen- 
eration. Read  it  and  you  will  appreciate  the  rich  heritage 
left  by  those  who  built  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 


THE  TOUCH  OF  THE  MASTER'S  HAND,  $1.00 

Myra   Brooks   Welch 

A  new  book  of  poems  which  will  challenge,  comfort 
and  strengthen  the  reader.  As  one  peruses  the  pages  he  is 
moved  to  tears  or  laughter  as  he  is  made  to  feel  the  faith, 
hope,  joy  and  courage  of  this  devoted  Christian  mother 
who  has  been  forced  to  spend  many  years  of  her  life  in 
a  wheel  chair. 

EXPLORING   THE  BIBLE paper,  25c 

Ernest  G.  HoH 

A  book  for  personal  or  group  study  by  older  young 
people  and  adults.  Written  to  lead  the  average  person  to  a 
general  understanding  of  the  Bible,  what  it  is,  how  it  has 
come  to  be,  and  how  best  to  use  it.  It  is  simple,  concise, 
reverent  and  stimulating.  A  wide  field  is  covered  ■  in  the 
brief  space  of  its  13  chapters  and  80  pages. 

WRITING  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCRIPTURES,  $1.00 

Warren  W.  Slabaugh 

Within  the  compass  of  138  pages  the  author  traces  the 
writing  of  the  New  Testament,  the  character  and  contents 
of  each  of  its  27  books,  the  background  from  which  men  of 
God  wrote,  early  manuscripts,  and  the  canonization  of  the 
New  Testament. 

TEACHER'S  APPRECIATION  OF  THE  OLD 
TESTAMENT,  THE   90c 

J.  Hugh  Heckman 

A  leadership  training  book  for  teachers  of  religion 
who  would  know  the  Old  Testament  and  how  to  make  it  a 
force  in  present-day  life. 

STUDIES    IN   DOCTRINE  60c 

D.  W.  Kurtz 

Discusses  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
church.  And  since  the  knowledge  we  have  of  God,  of  sin, 
of  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  from  the  Bible,  the 
treatment  is  Biblical.  It  is  the  first  part  of  Studies  in  Doc- 
trine and  Devotion. 

STUDIES  IN  DOCTRINE  AND  DEVOTION.  75c 

Part  I.     Studies  in  Doctrine.     D.  W.  Kurtz. 

Part  II.     Studies  in  Ordinances.    S.  S.  Blough. 

Part  III.     Studies  in  Christian  Living.     C.  C.  Ellis. 

Suitable  as  a  manual  for  new  converts,  as  a  text  for 
class  study  or  for  devotional  reading.  Churches  should 
put  a  copy  into  the  hands  of  every  new  convert,  and  into 
the  Sunday-school  library. 
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Around 
the  World 


The  Department  of  Agriculture  is 

working  with  a  freak  tree  in  Hun- 
tington Park,  Calif.,  in  the  hope  of 
making  seedless  apples  as  common- 
place as  seedless  oranges.  Last  year 
this  tree  produced  apples  without 
cores  and  seeds. 

To  demonstrate  how  inexpensive 
meals  can  be  prepared  in  times  of 
rising  food  prices  is  the  aim  of  cer- 
tain committees  on  nutrition  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  Meals 
thus  prepared  are  a  part  of  a  long- 
range  nutrition  education  program. 

Because    of    restricted    diets,    the 

full  program  of  physical  training 
prepared  for  French  school  children 
will  not  be  applied.  The  time  for 
exercise  has  been  reduced  from  five 
hours  weekly  to  three  for  boys,  and 
from  four  hours  to  two  for  girls. 

Because  of  the  increasingly  diffi- 
cult food  problem,  Japan  is  turning 
a  large  part  of  her  silk  producing 
mulberry  orchards  into  grain  fields. 
Potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  wheat  and 
barley  will  be  planted.  Every  pos- 
sible effort  has  been  made  to  in- 
crease agricultural  production. 

The  best  harvest  in  twenty  years 
is  cheering  the  hearts  of  apple 
growers  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  A 
good  crop,  reduced  freight  rates,  re- 
laxed regulations,  good  advertising 
and  assistance  from  the  Regional 
Agricultural  Credit  Corporation  are 
all  factors  in  the  improved  condi- 
tions. 

In  the  production  goals  for  1942, 
farmers  in  the  United  States  are 
asked  to  slaughter  79,300,000  instead 
of  46,000,000  hogs  as  in  1941;  pro- 
duce 14  per  cent  more  vegetables 
than  this  year;  increase  poultry  and 
egg  production  10  per  cent;  produce 
125  billion  pounds  of  milk — 11  per 
cent  more  than  1941's  anticipated 
record  production  of  112  billion 
pounds. 


There  are  somewhere  near  40  millions  of  children  in  German- 
invaded  democracies.  Millions  of  them  are  in  jeopardy.  .  .  .  Their 
pleas  for  food  ascend  hourly  to  the  free  democracies  of  the  west.  .  .  . 
Strong  adults  can  survive  for  a  while  on  a  meager  ration  of  bread  and 
potatoes,  but  the  shortage  in  meats,  fats  and  milk  is  crucifying  the  chil- 
dren. The  people  are  devoting  practically  all  their  meager  fats  and 
milk  to  the  children  under  three  years  of  age.  .  .  .  The  report  says  that 
47  per  cent  of  the  children  in  kindergartens,  63  per  cent  in  primary 
schools  and  42  per  cent  in  the  higher  schools  were  in  a  definitely  weak 
condition.  Many  children  were  unable  to  come  to  school  at  all.  .  .  . 
The  health  of  several  generations  will  be  irremediably  impaired  if 
nothing  is  done  to  relieve  the  present  condition."- — Herbert  Hoover. 


The    Department    of    Agriculture 

plans  to  buy  the  equivalent  of  near- 
ly 4  million  boxes  of  citrus  fruit 
products  for  domestic  relief  pro- 
grams and  for  shipment  to  Great 
Britain.  Purchases  will  consist  of 
canned  grapefruit,  grapefruit  juice, 
grapefruit  pulp,  concentrated  orange 
juice  and  orange  pulp. 

A  shortage  of  herbs  used  in  drugs 
and  foods  is  reviving  an  industry  in 
the  Great  Smoky  Mountain  region. 
People  living  in  that  area  are  scour- 
ing the  woods  for  jimson  weed, 
deadly  nightshade,  poison  hemlock, 
pine  bark,  sassafras  and  other  wild 
growing  plants  which  are  the  sourc- 
es of  stromonium,  digitalis,  conium, 
analgesic  and  other  drugs. 

Recipe    and    cookbook    collecting 

is  an  old  and  popular  feminine  hob- 
by. One  woman  at  Jamestown,  N. 
Y.,  has  more  than  150  cookbooks; 
another  at  Washington,  Pa.,  has  13 
scrapbooks  of  recipes  and  25,000  dif- 
ferent clippings;  and  still  another  at 
Lakewood,  Ohio,  concentrates  on 
collecting  odd  facts  about  people's 
choices  of  foods  and  unusual  foods. 


The  army  is  weaning  away  many 
of  its  recruits  from  a  too  exclusive 
dependence  on  meat,  fat  pork,  pota- 
toes, corn  and  coffee  and  inducing 
them  to  take  an  interest  in  carrots, 
lettuce,  fruits  and  milk.  Soldiers  are 
gaining  weight  and  getting  into  bet- 
ter condition  on  the  more  varied 
diet.  This  experiment  in  corrective 
eating,  according  to  Col.  R.  A.  Os- 
mun  of  the  quartermaster's  corps, 
will  change  the  eating  habits  of 
many  and  demand  a  more  diversified 
farming  effort  when  the  soldiers  re- 
turn to  civilian  life. 

It  is  estimated  that  housewives 
waste  thousands  of  pounds  of 
precious  vitamin  C  in  vegetables 
through  improper  preparation  and 
by  throwing  away  the  cooking  wa- 
ter. In  a  new  book  issued  by  the 
New  York  State  Dietetic  Associa- 
tion, since  the  national  nutrition 
conference  was  held  in  June,  one 
don't  is  "Don't  peel  vegetables  and 
leave  them  standing  in  water  before 
cooking.  To  minimize  dissolving, 
vegetables  should  be  cooked  whole, 
peels  and  all,  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  in  small  amounts  of  water." 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
Volume  90  — 


"THY  KINGDOM  COME" 
=  NOVEMBER  15,  1941   = 


H.  A.  BRANDT,  Assistant  Editor 
Number  46 


.  .  .  Goitokial  .  .  . 


Making  Preaching  Interesting 

One  of  the  subjects  they  had  up  at  the  ministers' 
conference  was  effective  preaching.  The  adjec- 
tive is  rather  impressive,  not?  If  we  are  to  have 
preaching  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  effective,  surely. 
How  to  make  it  so  was, the  sticker.  Several  sug- 
gestions were  offered. 

The  very  first  one  was  that  the  sermon  must  be 
interesting,  but  you  can  easily  see  that  this  only 
pushed  the  "how"  a  little  farther  back.  How  would 
you  make  it  interesting?  Several  suggestions  were 
offered  on  that  point  also. 

The  one  that  we  liked  best — but  before  the 
brethren  got  to  that,  attention  was  drawn  to  var- 
ious artificial  devices  sometimes  used,  devices 
more  successful  in  getting  attention  than  in  hold- 
ing it  or  in  leaving  a  favorable  impression.  If  ad- 
vertisers could  see  the  value  of  this  last  point  they 
would  not  so  often  leave  you  disgusted  with  the 
discovery  that  all  they  have  to  offer  is  a  new  name 
for  soap  grease  or  one  more  way  to  mash  wheat. 

Coming  back  to  that  best  suggestion:  the  gospel 
itself  with  its  comforting  news  about  the  possibil- 
ity of  forgiveness  and  of  living  in  peace  in  a  world 
of  strife,  and  its  satisfying  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  farther  future,  is  the  most  interesting  thing 
in  the  world.  The  people  are  concerned  about  these 
matters.  The  most  successful  way  to  interest  them 
is  to  preach  the  gospel  with  intelligence  and  sin- 
cerity. E.  F. 

"We  Who  Refuse  to  Destroy" 

"We  who  refuse  to  destroy  must  unceasingly 
build."  This  was  a  thought  presented  at  a  youth 
conference  and  later  incorporated  in  a  brief  report 
sent  to  the  church  paper.  What  was  said  original- 
ly in  support  of  the  statement  we  do  not  know. 
But  it  stood  out  on  a  certain  page  and  is  now 
passed  on  for  whatever  it  may  mean  to  others. 

But  do  not  dismiss  the  thought  lightly.    In  any 


time  it  is  necessary  to  go  on  building,  for  no  sooner 
is  the  new  house  finished  than  it  begins  to  become 
obsolete.  When  so  much  is  being  blown  to  bits  in 
the  physical  and  spiritual  realms  it  is  the  more 
important  to  encourage  the  constructive  activities 
of  life.  Yes,  those  "who  refuse  to  destroy  must 
unceasingly  build."  H.  A.  B. 

Toward  a  Worship  Experience 

The  speaker  wanted  the  audience  to  share  in  a 
worship  experience.  This  is  the  new  way  of  say- 
ing he  hoped  they  would  draw  in  the  wanderings 
of  their  minds,  take  part  in  the  singing,  and  listen 
carefully  to  what  was  read  and  said. 

As  a  technique  or  way  for  sharing  in  the  hoped- 
for  experience  the  leader  began  by  suggesting 
three  steps  which  he  had  found  useful  in  estab- 
lishing rapport  with  the  Spirit.  First,  one  should 
adore,  or  think  thoughts  about  God  and  Christ. 
Second,  he  should  confess,  or  acknowledge  per- 
sonal shortcomings.  Thirdly,  he  should  resolve  to 
do  something  about  living  better,  even  to  the  point 
of  commitment. 

One  cannot  help  but  recall  the  worship  experi- 
ence of  Isaiah  in  the  year  that  King  Uzziah  died. 
The  prophet  "saw  the  Lord  sitting  upon  a  throne, 
high  and  lifted  up."  He  looked  with  wonder  and 
adoration  upon  a  scene  of  holy  splendor,  but  soon 
sensed  his  own  humanity,  and  began  to  say,  "Woe 
is  me!  .  .  .  because  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips, 
and  I  dwell  in  the  midst  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips."  Then  came  the  challenge  to  service,  or  per- 
sonal commitment  in  the  answer:  "Here  am  I; 
send  me." 

Isaiah's  worship  experience  throws  light  upon 
the  role  of  different  types  of  persons  in  a  worship 
service.  In  the  case  of  the  prophet  his  experience 
was  an  intensely  personal  one.  Even  if  he  was 
one  of  a  large  group  of  worshipers,  the  experience 
as  related  by  Isaiah  gives  one  the  feeling  that  he 
was  alone  in  the  intensity  and  splendor  of  that 
particular  worship  experience. 
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That  is,  Isaiah  represents  the  prophet  type  of  in- 
dividual, the  kind  able  to  explore  the  far  frontiers 
of  communion  with  God.  He  found  insights  which 
all  who  read  of  his  experience  realize  as  valuable 
and  desirable.  But  how  can  other  worshipers 
achieve  something  of  the  same?  The  leader  first 
referred  to  found  it  useful  to  deliberately  *set 
himself  to  follow  through  the  evident  steps: 
adoration,  confession,  and  commitment. 

Further,  he  offered  this  procedure  to  the  group 
assembled  for  worship.  For  the  moment  he  as- 
sumed the  role  of  priestly  leader  in  the  hope  that 
a  useful  technique  plus  corporate  desire  might 
eventuate  in  a  worship  experience  meaningful  for 
all.  It  is  to  approximate  the  worship  experience 
of  the  prophet  type  that  bystanders  continue  to 
say:  "Lord,  teach  us  to  pray."  It  was  to  help  the 
eager  but  less  proficient  that  one  leader  said:  "Let 
us  first  adore,  then  confess,  then  resolve  to  serve." 
In  this  way  prophet  and  priestly  leader  and  people 
make  progress  toward  richer  worship  experiences. 

H.  A.  B. 

It  Feels  Good  to  Sleep 

Did  not  sleep  very  well  the  other  night.  The 
first  two  or  three  hours  were  all  right  but  after  that 
it  was  mostly  tossing  and  turning.  So  I  thought 
anyway  next  morning.  In  fact  I  was  about  to  de- 
clare that  I  had  not  slept  a  wink  after  one  o'clock, 
when  mother  remarked  rather  casually:  "Well, 
dad,  you  had  a  pretty  good  night,  didn't  you?"  I 
attempted  a  denial  but  she  insisted  that  more  than 
once  she  had  noticed  my  deep  and  regular  breath- 
ing with  every  indication  that  I  was  sleeping 
soundly. 

The  upshot  of  the  argument  was  that  I  gave  in, 
convinced  that  her  testimony  was  more  credible 
than  mine.  I  had  slept  more  than  I  knew.  You 
may  have  had  a  like  experience.  The  nurses  say 
this  is  a  matter  of  common  observation.  The  pa- 
tient sleeps  and  wakes  and  sleeps  and  wakes  again, 
thinking  he  has  been  awake  all  the  time. 

Could  something  like  this  be  true  of  the  church? 
Undoubtedly  it  is  true.  Spiritual  drowsiness  is  so 
comfortable  and  so  deceptive.  Isn't  it  nice  to  be 
free  from  all  pain?  The  church  has  been  tossing 
and  turning  a  good  deal  through  the  centuries, 
what  with  all  of  its  committees  and  councils,  and 
thinks  it  has  been  awake  all  the  time. 

The  church  has  indeed  accomplished  much  good 
— the  wonder  is  that  it  has  done  what  it  has — but 
it  has  done  this  by  fits  and  starts.  Most  of  the 
time  it  has  been  half  asleep.  Look  at  the  present 
world  chaos  and  then  look  again  at  the  Lord's 
charge  to  his  church  and  his  promise  to  be  with 
his  church  to  the  end. 


Is  the  church  awake  now  or  is  it  still  dozing? 
A  little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  slumber,  a  little 
more  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep!  e.  f. 

On  Courtesy  to  Speakers 

Selected  from  the  October  Federal  Council  Bulletin  by  one  of 
our  board  secretaries  who  thinks  that  something  like  this  is 
needed  in  Brethren  areas. 

During  the  course  of  luncheon  conversations  recently 
a  group  of  board  secretaries  and  other  staff  officers  of 
church  organizations  began  to  exchange  reports  of  ex- 
periences in  filling  speaking  appointments.  Seven 
boards  and  agencies  were  represented. 

It  was  started  by  the  lament  of  one  man  that  he  had 
been  urgently  requested  four  months  in  advance  to  de- 
vote two  days,  along  with  another  invited  leader,  to 
guiding  the  discussions  of  a  large  group  of  ministers  on 
a  retreat.  His  schedule  had  permitted  commitment  for 
the  second  day  only.  He  had  been  promised  a  program, 
but  had  never  received  it.  He  did  not  know  what  was 
expected  of  him  except  that  he  was  to  lead  the  discus- 
sions at  two  long  sessions,  morning  and  afternoon.  He 
arrived  at  the  appointed  place,  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  city  where  his  office  is  located,  at  9:45  a.  m. — for 
a  10  o'clock  assignment.  At  11  o'clock  he  was  introduced 
to  about  15  men  to  speak  on  a  topic  he  had  not  seen  be- 
fore and  to  divide  55  minutes  as  he  saw  fit  between 
address  and  discussion.  At  11:55  the  meeting  adjourned, 
in  accordance  with  the  program,  which  the  speaker  had 
not  seen  before.  No  apologies  or  explanations  were  of- 
fered.   Gratitude  was  expressed  for  the  address. 

The  next  report  was  from  a  man  who  had  agreed  to 
an  appointment  to  speak  "promptly"  at  8  o'clock.  His 
administrative  work  was  so  heavy  that  he  could  not 
leave  his  office  in  time  to  eat  before  the  meeting.  He 
was  called  upon  to  speak  at  9:30,  though  the  program 
would  have  permitted  putting  him  on  at  the  appointed 
hour. 

The  conversation  became  animated  with  humor  and  a 
touch  of  indignation.  A  code  of  manners  for  inviting 
and  entertaining  speakers  was  suggested.  A  code  would 
also  be  in  order  to  encourage  eccentric  speakers  to  have 
consideration  for  their  audiences  and  hosts.  We  shall 
attempt  to  formulate  that  later. 

With  apologies  to  the  99  out  of  100  who  are  consid- 
erate hosts  we  offer — without  any  official  sanction  what- 
soever— the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Describe  the  occasion,  group  and  purpose  involved 
in  the  invitation. 

2.  Indicate  hour  of  appointment,  length  of  address  or 
forum,  and  financial  arrangement  of  meeting. 

3.  Confirm  by  letter  any  invitation  arranged  by  per- 
sonal conference. 

4.  Send  printed  notices  or  programs  to  speaker  in  ad- 
vance. 

5.  Explain  how  to  get  to  meeting-place  from  railroad. 

6.  Present  the  speaker  on  schedule. 

7.  Introduce  the  speaker  by  proper  pronunciation  of 
name  and  correct  affiliation. 

8.  Arrange  for  a  local  chairman  for  forum  periods.  A 
visitor  cannot  protect  the  audience  against  cranks. 

9.  Help  the  speaker  to  get  to  his  train. 

10.  Give  the  speaker  a  chance  to  sleep. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


Mte  tf-edeted  GqmhcIL 

BY  PAUL  H.  BOWMAN 

"Since  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  for  a 
number  of  years  shared  partially  in  the  program 
of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America  by  unofficial  representation  in  certain 
sections  of  the  council;  and  since  the  Conference 
was  officially  represented  at  the  World  Ecumenical 
Conferences  of  Oxford  and  Edinburgh  in  1937;  and 
since  much  progress  has  been  made  toward  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  order  to  give  Prot- 
estantism a  strong  voice  in  the  many  strategic 
situations  which  now  exist  throughout  the  world; 
and  since  the  World  Council  as  well  as  the  Federal 
Council  is  now  actively  engaged  in  peace  move- 
ments of  major  proportions  and  is  concerned  es- 
pecially with  the  problem  of  the  conscientious  ob- 
jector, which  has  been  an  important  concern  of 
the  Brethren  for  more  than  two  hundred  years; 

"Therefore,  the  Council  of  Boards  recommends 
that  Annual  Conference  of  1941  authorize  con- 
stituent membership  both  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  in  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America  and  take  steps  to  appoint  offi- 
cial representatives  to  the  councils  of  these  bodies 
when  our  membership  has  been  officially  approved 
by  the  proper  authorities. 

"It  is  understood  that  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren shall  not  be  bound  by  any  action  of  these  coun- 
cils and  in  no  way  compromises  its  doctrinal  po- 
sition by  this  action.  This  authorization  is  made 
out  of  a  desire  to  share  in  the  larger  fellowship 
of  the  Protestant  world  and  to  be  a  more  effective 
comrade  of  other  Christian  groups  in  those  great 
movements  for  peace  and  world  reconciliation  to 
which  we  all  in  Christ  owe  a  common  loyalty." 

The  above  resolution  was  acted  upon  by  the  La 
Verne  Conference  in  June  and  constituent  mem- 
bership in  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America  was  authorized.  Action  on  the 
World  Council  was  also  favorable,  but  the  ap- 
pointment of  representatives  was  deferred.  When 
the  Federal  Council  has  approved  our  member- 
ship, the  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  enter  into  a 
co-operative  relationship  with  twenty-two  Protes- 
tant denominations  in  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada representing  140,000  local  churches  and  22,- 
000,000  Protestant  communicants. 

The  Federal  Council  was  organized  in  1908.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  strengthen  and  fortify  Prot- 
estantism at  one  point  of  great  weakness.  The 
Protestant  forces  have  always  lacked  unity.  They 
have  had  no  representative  when  great  moral  is- 


sues demanded  a  common  voice.  It  was  inevitable 
that  some  spokesman  would  eventually  arise.  The 
Federal  Council  proposes  to  be  that  voice.  It  is 
very  wisely  conceived.  The  charter  declares  its 
objective  to  be  "the  promotion  of  the  spirit  of  fel- 
lowship, service  and  co-operation  among  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  to  secure  larger 
efficiency  in  their  work,  to  endeavor  to  prevent 
their  duplication  of  effort  and  expenditure  and  to 
increase  their  influence  by  united  action  in  every 
department  of  their  operations,  at  home  and 
abroad." 

The  constitution  of  the  council  limits  its  powers 
in  the  following  statement:  "This  Federal  Coun- 
cil shall  have  no  authority  over  the  constituent 
bodies  adhering  to  it;  but  its  province  shall  be 
limited  to  the  expression  of  its  counsel  and  the 
recommending  of  a  course  of  action  in  matters  of 
common  interest  to  the  churches,  local  councils, 
and  individual  Christians. 

"It  has  no  authority  to  draw  up  a  common  creed 
or  form  of  government  or  of  worship,  or  in  any 
way  to  limit  the  full  autonomy  of  the  Christian 
bodies  adhering  to  it." 

The  Federal  Council  has  its  critics  and  enemies. 
Such  a  movement  would  inevitably  draw  criti- 
cism to  itself.  Any  voice  which  speaks  out  against 
great  social  wrong  will  come  into  disfavor  with 
powerfully  intrenched  interests.  The  Federal 
Council  has  had  that  experience.  But  it  is  reveal- 
ing and  important  to  discover  the  source  of  such 
criticism.  Much  that  has  been  said  against  the 
council  is  pure  propaganda  and  comes  from  sourc- 
es whose  opposition  is  a  compliment  rather  than 
a  condemnation. 

As  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  becomes  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Federal  Council  we  advance  one  step 
further  in  kingdom  promotion.  This  conviction 
arises  out  of  the  following  considerations: 

1.  The  unity  of  Christians  is  in  harmony  with 
the  will  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  His  most  earnest 
prayer  was  "that  they  might  be  one."  The  fol- 
lowers of  Christ  should  be  united  in  love  and  loy- 
alty to  him.  This  action  of  our  Conference  is  a 
testimony  to  the  spirit  of  our  own  church  and  to 
that  extent  adds  to  the  spiritual  dynamic  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  at  large.  The  Federal  Council 
has  been  one  of  the  greatest  influences  in  the 
world  for  unity  and  mutual  understanding  among 
Christian  peoples. 

2.  The  spirit  of  co-operation  and  tolerance  is  in 
harmony  with  Brethren  philosophy.  Our  church 
was  born  in  an  atmosphere  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship, honesty,  sincerity,  and  comradeship  in  search 
for  truth  and  right.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren 
has    throughout    its    history    been    a    protesting 
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church.  It  voices  its  convictions  without  fear  or 
hesitation  on  all  questions  of  moral  and  spiritual 
significance.  We  have  usually  been  prompt  to 
join  other  Christian  bodies  in  interpreting  and  ad- 
vancing the  way  of  life  revealed  by  our  Savior. 
The  way  of  brotherhood  is  one  of  co-operation, 
mutual  trust,  and  common  sharing  of  each  other's 
burdens. 

3.  Membership  in  the  Federal  Council  in  no  way 
limits  or  restricts  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  We 
make  no  compromise  of  any  doctrinal  position,  we 
modify  in  no  way  our  faith  or  policy,  and  we 
maintain  all  the  freedom  we  have  ever  had  to  de- 
clare our  position  and  chart  our  own  course  of  ac- 
tion. The  Conference  reserved  this  right  and  the 
council  guarantees  it. 

4.  Finally,  this  hour  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
so  tragic  and  so  pregnant  with  evil,  demands  new 
attitudes,  new  spiritual  resources,  and  new  ap- 
proaches to  moral  problems.  It  is  necessary  that 
there  be  a  complete  mobilization  of  the  forces  of 
Christianity  against  the  onslaught  of  paganism 
which  now  strikes  at  Christian  ideals  and  Chris- 
tian institutions  around  the  world.  A  new  heath- 
en world  is  arising  before  our  eyes.  The  spirits 
of  men  are  being  impoverished  by  hate  and  bitter- 
ness on  a  scale  never  before  experienced  by  the 
human  race.  It  may  be  that  Christianity  in  Eu- 
rope is  being  set  back  one  hundred,  or,  who  knows, 
maybe  five  hundred  years.  The  Church  of  the 
Brethren  cannot  in  this  hour  withhold  any  of  her 
resources  from  the  struggle  in  which  all  Christen- 
dom is  involved. 

Bridgewater  College. 


This  all  suggests  the  significance  and  value  that 
have  been  attached  to  our  Lord's  act  on  that  night 
of  his  betrayal. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


Historical  Testimony 

BY   W.    I.   T.    HOOVER 

Since  this  is  the  time  of  year  when  each  congre- 
gation observes  the  love  feast  or  communion  as  we 
are  wont  to  designate  it,  it  might  be  well  to  call 
attention  at  the  consecration  service  immediately 
preceding  the  observance  of  the  ordinances  that 
for  the  first  300  years  of  the  Christian  era  the  ordi- 
nance of  feet-washing  was  performed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  agape  and  eucharist.  The  writer 
read  this  fact  somewhere,  perhaps  in  Philip 
Schaffs  History  of  the  Christian  Church. 

About  fifty  years  ago  the  writer  read  in  the 
public  press  as  a  news  item  several  times  that  for 
centuries  the  Pope  annually  performed  as  a  re- 
ligious rite  in  imitation  of  our  Lord  the  washing 
of  the  feet  of  twelve  poor  men.  Likewise  did  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  and  the  King  of  Spain  perform 
annually  a  similar  service  on  the  feet  of  twelve 
paupers  taken  from  the  street.  Each  of  these  was 
then  given  a  basket  of  food  and  sent  on  his  way. 


Publishers  and  Progress 

BY    GLENN   McFADDEN 

The  following  is  a  short  excerpt  from  the  prize-winning  essay, 
Dunkers  as  Publishers,  in  the  contest  conducted  by  the  historical 
journal,  Schwarzenau.  This  historical  journal  is  published  from 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary,  by  the  Alexander  Mack  Historical 
Society. 

The  journal  has  just  closed  its  first  essay  contest,  made  pos- 
sible by  the  generosity  of  the  Chicago  publisher,  Bro.  Will  Judy. 
The  contest  and  the  purpose  of  the  journal  are  to  promote  a  seri- 
ous and  scholarly  interest  in  Brethren  history.  Bro.  McFadden's 
study  appears  in  the  October  number  of  Schwarzenau. — F.  E. 
Mallott,   Editor  of   Schwarzenau. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  what  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  would  be  today  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  revival  of  the  publishing  interests.  We  look 
back  in  admiration  to  the  Sower  press.  We  look 
with  a  certain  dismay  at  the  period  following  its 
destruction.  What  has  the  press  done  for  our 
church?  That  is  difficult  to  say  exactly.  It  may 
be  result  as  much  as  it  is  a  cause,  as  Moyer  sug- 
gests: "Missions,  education,  and  the  press  have  had 
a  close  interrelationship.  One  could  hardly  have 
arisen  without  the  others."  Dove  also  says  that 
the  "cultural  patterns  of  the  Brethren  have  under- 
gone remarkable  liberalization  and  the  church 
press  is  a  very  significant  factor  in  bringing  about 
the  change." 

It  may  be  true  that  the  church  would  have  de- 
veloped her  missionary  spirit  without  the  press, 
but  it  would  have  been  much  slower.  It  is  difficult 
to  see  how  any  organization  as  widespread  as  our 
church  membership  at  present  could  well  retain  its 
unity  and  spirit  and  action  without  the  printed 
page  which  is  read  weekly  in  most  of  our  homes. 

The  many  publications  which  were  begun  in  the 
years  1850  to  1880  were  a  symptom  as  well  as  an 
expression  of  the  restless  spirit  among  the  leaders 
of  the  Brethren.  A  similar  change  was  coming 
over  all  of  America,  and  the  church,  if  it  was  to 
grow,  had  to  adapt  itself  to  the  new  culture.  H. 
C.  Early  estimated  that  the  membership  of  the 
church  in  1851  was  not  over  14,000.  He  points  out 
the  approval  of  Sunday  schools,  the  approval  of 
missions,  and  the  opening  of  colleges,  all  of  them 
following  the  revival  of  the  press  in  the  church. 
He  concludes:  "The  revival  of  the  publishing  busi- 
ness marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  and  following  this,  there  has  been 
the  most  rapid  growth  and  expansion  of  all  her 
great  interests."  There  were  no  doubt  other  fac- 
tors responsible  for  this  growth,  but  the  proper 
credit  is  given  the  press. 

With  the  competition  eliminated  through  our 
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church-owned  Gospel  Messenger  there  should  con- 
tinue to  be  a  progressive  and  unified  expression  of 
the  ideals  of  the  church.  There  is  great  need  to- 
day that  these  ideals  should  pervade  our  commu- 
nities and  the  world,  just  as  the  Sower  press  was 
so  influential  in  its  day. 

Most  permanent  institutions  have  had  a  litera- 
ture. Not  only  have  they  been  literature-produc- 
ing, but  also  literature-guided.  This  has  been  es- 
pecially true  with  Christianity,  and  is  certainly  a 
big  factor  in  its  growing  strength.  Therefore  we 
need  to  be  seriously  concerned  with  the  kind  of 
literature  published  and  circulated  by  the  church, 
as  well  as  the  amount  of  published  materials.  A 
heavy  responsibility  for  the  future  permanence 
and  further  growth  of  the  church  rests  upon  those 
who  publish  our  reading  diet.  May  the  ideals  of 
our  pioneer  Dunker  publishers  not  be  lost  in  the 
confusion  of  our  times! 

Michigan  City,  Ind. 


Thanksgiving  Questions 

BY  REBECCA  FOUTZ 

Do  we  ever  weary  of  giving  thanks,  of  being 
grateful?  But  we  never  weary  of  receiving  God's 
bounty  and  goodness. 

Do  we  recall  that  the  leper  who  stopped  to  thank 
and  praise  God  for  healing  received  a  larger 
blessing  than  the  nine  who  failed  to  do  so?  (See 
Luke  17:19). 

Do  we  realize  with  what  kind  of  sinners  the  un- 
thankful are  listed?  Think  of  the  covetous,  boast- 
ers, proud,  blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents, 
unthankful,  unholy,  without  natural  affection, 
trucebreakers,  false  accusers,  incontinent,  fierce, 
despisers  of  those  that  are  good,  traitors,  heady, 
highminded,  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers 
of  God  (2  Tim.  3:2-4).  Pretty  bad  company,  is  it 
not? 

Do  we  ever  get  in  such  a  hard  place,  or  suffer  so 
unjustly  that  there  just  doesn't  seem  to  be  any- 
thing for  which  to  be  thankful? 

Because  of  the  jealousy  of  his  fellow  workers 
and  through  their  cunning,  a  decree  was  signed 
by  King  Darius  that  meant  death  to  Daniel.  This 
because  of  two  irrevocable  things.  Daniel  would 
never  worship  any  but  the  true  God.  And  the 
code  of  the  nation  was  that  no  decree  signed  by 
the  king  could  be  revoked.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
imagine  a  more  seemingly  hopeless  situation.  Yet 
Daniel,  when  he  learned  what  had  been  done, 
prayed  to  God  in  his  usual  manner,  "and  gave 
thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did  aforetime"  (Dan. 
6:10).  Here  was  no  deviation  even  in  the  giving 
of  thanks.    Then  God  solved  the  "impossible." 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Our  Grandmothers 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

I  knew  from  early  childhood  that  both  my 
grandmothers  were  godly  women,  devoted  to  the 
work  of  the  church.  But  it  was  not  so  long  ago 
that  I  found  a  letter  among  some  old  letters,  writ- 
ten before  the  Civil  War,  by  my  mother's  mother 
to  my  father's  mother.  One  lived  in  Illinois  and 
the  other  in  Wisconsin.  The  first  part  was  of  the 
family  and  the  health  and  the  work.  One  thing 
noticeable  about  it  was  that  there  was  no  worry- 
ing over  conditions,  though  they  had  so  much  less 
to  make  life  comfortable  than  we  have  in  our 
days. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  letter  there  was  a  look- 
ing beyond.  There  was  a  hope  expressed  that 
they  might  meet  again  in  this  world;  and  yet,  if 
that  was  not  to  be,  there  was  expressed  a  deep  de- 
sire that  both  of  them  might  continue  so  to  live 
that  they  would  meet  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  of  death,  in  the  blessed  home  that  awaits  all 
the  faithful.  There  was  no  wish  for  greater  pros- 
perity and  luxury.  The  writer  had  had  many 
trials  and  hardships;  the  one  to  whom  the  letter 
was  written  had  had  similar  experiences,  for 
much  of  their  lives  had  been  spent  not  so  far  apart 
in  Indiana.  There  was  no  wish  expressed  for  more 
of  the  things  which  most  of  us  prize  too  highly, 
the  things  we  cannot  take  with  us  when  we  leave 
this  scene  of  action,  and  which  would  be  valueless 
if  we  could  take  them  along. 

There  have  been  many  such  grandmothers 
among  us — and  grandfathers,  too — who  bore  their 
parts  in  the  struggles  of  those  early  days  in  new 
lands.  One  cannot  but  be  glad  for  such  ancestors. 
Sometimes  we  must  blush  that  we  complain  more 
than  they  did,  though  they  had  so  much  less  of 
what  people  live  mainly  for  in  our  days.  And  we 
have  lamented  because  we  did  not  have  more 
comforts.  It  does  one  good  to  think  of  these 
things.  And  then  one  cannot  but  think  of  the 
preachers  of  those  days  who  traveled  about  and 
worked  for  the  enlargement  of  the  kingdom.  My 
earliest  memories  are  of  some  of  them.  They  were 
joyful  men,  happy  though  undergoing  many  hard- 
ships that  the  good  news  of  salvation  might  be 
made  to  go  out  among  those  who  had  not  heard  it 
by  their  efforts. 

There  are  many  of  us  who  have  great  cause  to 
return  thanks  to  God  that  we  have  such  a  heritage. 
And  then,  in  these  days  of  rapid  changes,  one  can- 
not but  wonder  whether  those  who  come  after  us 
will  have  as  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  their 
ancestors  as  we  have  for  ours.  Have  we  been  and 
are  we  being  as  diligent  about  our  Father's  busi- 
ness as  those  faithful  soldiers  of  the  cross  were  in 
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their  day?  We  travel  farther  to  attend  a  meeting. 
But  how  much  less  time  it  takes  us  than  it  did 
them,  and  how  much  more  comfortable  we  can  be 
when  we  make  trips  here  and  there!  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  are  not  as  self-denying  as  they  were; 
we  are  softer,  more  dependent  on  the  modern 
gadgets. 

Many  among  us  are  glad  for  their  heritage,  glad 
that  their  ancestors  were  the  men  they  were,  the 
women  they  were.  It  makes  one  wonder  whether 
the  ones  who  come  after  us  would  not  rather  look 
upon  such  ancestors  than  on  such  as  they  seem 
sure  to  have?  It  takes  both  the  grandmothers  and 
the  grandfathers  to  make  churches  for  those  who 
are  to  come  after  them.  But  we  need  to  be  care- 
ful how  we  walk  through  life.  It  is  one  thing  to 
honor  and  thank  the  Lord  that  our  ancestors  were 
the  godly  men  and  women  they  were,  and  it  is  an- 
other and  quite  different  thing,  a  much  better 
thing,  to  live  so  as  to  be  worthy  of  the  same  honor. 
They  did  not  live  as  they  did  in  order  that  they 
might  be  honored,  but  because  they  were  sure  the 
way  they  chose  was  the  right  way  of  life,  the 
Lord's  way.    And  we  honor  them  for  so  doing. 

We  know  those  who  went  before  were  not  all 
that  they  should  have  been  all  the  time.  Life  was 
not  easy  in  their  days.  My  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother lived  in  a  log  house  of  two  rooms.  When 
they  wanted  things  to  eat  grandfather  went  afoot, 
and  it  took  him  three  days  to  make  the  trip,  car- 
rying on  his  back  what  he  went  to  get.  They  had 
no  near  neighbors,  and  grandmother  was  alone  for 
the  time.  She  told  me  that  when  he  was  away 
and  she  was  in  one  room  she  was  almost  afraid  to 
go  into  the  other  room  because  there  might  be  an 
Indian  there.  We  know  others  in  various  places 
had  it  harder  than  they  did.  No,  life  was  not  easy 
for  those  people. 

Their  children  did  not  have  the  advantages  we 
have.  They  got  very  little  schooling.  My  mother 
has  told  me  about  going  to  church.  It  was  seven 
miles,  and  she  walked  there  and  back;  it  was  the 
regular  way  of  going,  the  only  way  they  had.  But 
they  went,  and  sometimes  it  seems  that  their  very 
hardships,  the  self-denial  which  they  must  prac- 
tice all  the  time,  made  the  Bible  dearer  to  them. 
And  I  know  it  remained  the  dearest  Book  of  all  to 
both  mother  and  grandmother.  It  is  the  Book  they 
wanted  to  hear  read  when  they  were  on  their 
death  beds.  They  loved  it  while  they  were  living 
and  taught  it  diligently  to  their  children  and 
grandchildren. 

Many  families  of  our  people  had  just  such  par- 
ents and  grandparents;  they  form  the  richest 
part  of  our  heritage.  We  are  right  in  valuing  that 
part  of  our  history.    Without  such  men  and  wom- 


en we  never  could  have  had  anything  so  good. 
They  learned  to  endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers 
of  Jesus  Christ.  They  had  a  purpose  in  life,  a  de- 
sire to  live  godly  and  to  train  their  children  for 
the  same  kind  of  life.  We  inherited  from  them  so 
many  blessings,  the  best  one  of  all  being  the  lives 
they  lived,  the  examples  they  set  before  us.  And 
now  we  have  only  the  memories  of  them.  They 
are  inspiring;  they  are  worth  cherishing. 

But  we  must  do  more  than  that;  we  must  try 
to  live  as  they  lived;  we  must  take  the  whole  of 
the  teaching  of  the  Spirit  as  the  man  of  our  coun- 
sel. It  is  not  enough  just  to  praise  or  eulogize 
those  who  went  before:  we  must  follow  them  as 
far  as  they  followed  Christ.  We  must  hold  fast 
our  heritage,  and  if  we  would  be  counted  faithful 
we  must  hand  it  on  to  our  children  unimpaired. 
May  the  Lord  help  us  so  to  do. 

Rehobeth,  Md. 


"Thanksliving" 

BY  CHESTER  E.  SHULER 

We're  happy  that  each  year  our  President  pro- 
claims a  day  of  national  thanksgiving.  It's  a  splen- 
did custom,  one  which  our  country  will  do  well  to 
continue.  We,  as  a  nation,  observe  it  by  taking  a 
holiday,  seeing  football  games,  eating  turkey  and 
the  "fixin's,"  and  possibly,  going  to  church.  And 
then,  for  the  multitude,  it's  over  for  another  year. 

How  much  better  it  is  to  have  the  spirit  of 
"thanksliving" — like  the  Florida  Negro,  named 
Mose  Parsons.  Mose  was  a  religious  chap.  He  at- 
tended the  Negro  church  over  east  of  the  Big 
Swamp,  and  sometimes  of  a  Saturday  evening  he'd 
slip  into  the  city  and  visit  the  Gospel  Mission. 
The  preacher  in  charge  soon  learned  to  know  and 
love  Mose  for  his  happy  shining  face,  and  his  loud 
"Praise  de  Lawd!"  which  burst  forth  so  spontane- 
ously and  fervently. 

Mose  liked  to  testify  to  the  goodness  of  God. 
One  night  he  appeared  at  the  mission  with  his 
thumb  bandaged.  They  asked  him  what  had  oc- 
curred. "Well,  suh,  today  Ah  was  a-fixin'  a  box, 
an'  Ah  done  mashed  my  thumb.  But  praise  de 
Lawd,  Ah  has  mah  thumb  yet!" 

Next  Saturday  evening,  Mose  seemed  in  high 
spirits  and  everyone  thought  he'd  been  greatly 
blessed.  They  wondered  what  he'd  praise  the  Lord 
for  now.  "Ah  was  a-comin'  down  de  street,  bit 
ago,  with  a  big  hunk  o'  beefsteak.  Ah'd  done  spent 
mos'  all  mah  money  fer  dat  steak.  Den  Ah  laid 
it  down  on  de  sidewalk,  while  Ah  done  tied  mah 
shoes.  A  big  dawg  comes  'long  an'  grabs  de  steak 
an'  makes  off  with  it — praise  de  Lawd!  Praise  de 
Lawd,  Ah's  still  got  my  appetite!" 
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Mediocrity 

BY  R.  H.  SHERRICK 

I  will  remember  when  I'm  beaten  down 
"With  old  reminders  of  uncertainty, 
That  April  springs  from  winter's  hoary  frown; 
I  will  remember  and  arise  again. 

I  will  remember  when  the  shadows  fall 
That  summer  gardens  blossom  in  the  rain; 
That  broken  thoughts  but  build  a  friendly  wall 
To  keep  new  dreams  from  their  propinquity. 

And  when  the  twilight  of  my  evening  runs 
Across  the  hills  and  up  my  winding  lane, 
I  will  remember  that  the  race  of  suns 
Is  never  done  until  the  quiet  pain 
Of  one  last  glory  sweeps  a  fading  sky— 
And  pray  that  I  have  left  one  single  word 
That  will  not  die. 
Sawyer,  Mich. 


"Some  hae  meat  and  canna  eat, 
And  some  would  eat  that  want  it; 

But  we  hae  meat,  and  we  can  eat, 
Sae  let  the  Lord  be  thankit." 

Mose  had  a  thankful  heart.  His  was  a  life  of 
"thanksliving."  Literally,  he  seemed  to  obey  the 
scriptural  command,  "In  everything  give  thanks." 

Ordinarily,  we  are  prone  to  thank  the  Lord  only 
when  things  are  going  well  with  us,  or  when  we 
have  been  rescued  from  peril,  or  some  great  dan- 
ger has  been  averted.  Like  the  man  who  said  he'd, 
""served  the  Lord  off  and  on  for  nigh  onto  forty 
years,"  we  are  in  danger  of  being  thankful  only 
off  and  on. 

Thanksliving ,  then,  is  an  attitude,  not  just  an 
occasion.  It  is  an  attitude  of  perpetual  thankful- 
ness which  pervades  the  heart  under  all  condi- 
tions and  circumstances.  It  sharpens  the  eye,  the 
ear,  the  mind,  all  faculties — and  enables  one  to 
recognize  God's  blessings,  even  when  they  come  in 
disguise.  It  helps  one  to  see  the  bright  side  of 
things,  when  otherwise  they  would  look  drab. 

Thanksliving  causes  us  to  praise  God — often. 
And  praising  God  is  a  fine  tonic  for  spiritual  ills! 
A  missionary  in  India  was  living  a  more-or-less 
defeated  life.  Everything  seemed  to  be  touched 
with  sadness,  and  although  she  prayed  earnestly 
and  frequently  for  victory  over  depression  and 
discouragement,  her  life  remained  the  same.  At 
last  she  determined  to  leave  her  post  and  go  to  an 
interior  station  and  there  pray  until  victory  did 
come.  She  reached  the  place  and  was  entertained 
in  the  home  of  some  other  missionaries.  There,  in 
the  quiet  of  that  home,  God  touched  her  heart 
through  a  simple  motto  on  the  wall.  It  read:  "Try 
Thanksgiving."  The  words  gripped  her  heart. 
She  thought,  "Have  I  actually  been  praying  all 


these  months  and  not  praising?"  She  had  to  ad- 
mit that  such  was  the  truth.  She  immediately  be- 
gan to  praise  and  was  so  uplifted  that  instead  of 
prolonging  her  vacation  she  went  immediately 
back  to  her  post — to  proclaim  the  great  and  glori- 
ous message  that  praise  changes  things.  So  strong 
was  her  message  that  others  were  loosed  from  sim- 
ilar bonds  through  praise. 

Thanksliving  is  indeed  an  attitude — one  which 
we  shall  do  well  to  cultivate  and  earnestly  seek  to 
incorporate  into  our  daily  living  schedule. 

Praise  changes  things. 

Winter  Park,  Fla. 


One  Note  at  a  Time 

BY  MRS.  MAX  A.  MURRAY 

Ten  years  ago  I  played  a  saxophone  in  a  small 
orchestra.  Once  during  the  rehearsal  the  other 
saxophone  player  made  a  remark  to  the  effect  that 
looking  at  a  page  of  music  was  so  confusing — "all 
of  those  notes,  a  different  combination  of  keys  for 
each  note  and  I  have  to  know  just  when  and  how 
they  are  to  be  played."  The  director  replied,  "Well, 
just  remember  you  only  have  to  play  one  note  at 
a  time." 

In  these  days  of  uncertainty  as  we  look  into  the 
future  and  wonder  what  it  holds  for  each  of  us, 
these  words  come  to  mind  constantly,  "Just  re- 
member you  only  have  to  play  one  note  at  a  time." 
For  those  of  us  who  are  still  young  the  "Symphony 
of  Life"  stretches  before  us.  There  will  be  quar- 
ter-note days,  the  days  which  pass  with  the  usual 
routine  tasks;  there  will  be  sixteenth-note  days, 
the  days  which  pass  by  in  rapid-fire  succession 
filled  to  the  brim  with  work,  worship  and  play; 
there  will  be  half-note  and  whole-note  days,  days 
which  are  long  drawn  out  and  seem  endless  be- 
cause of  pain,  sorrow  or  tragedy.  As  we  look  into 
the  future  and  see  these  notes  or  days  as  written 
on  a  sheet  of  music  it  is  confusing.  Will  we  be 
able  to  play  each  note  at  the  proper  tempo,  will 
our  notes  be  in  tune  with  the  other  players,  and 
most  important  of  all  will  our  playing  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Supreme  Director  of  the  sym- 
phony? And  then  we  remember  the  consoling 
words,  "Fret  not  thyself  because  of  tomorrow." 

One  note  at  a  time,  one  day  at  a  time — if  we 
could  only  accept  and  put  into  practice  this  mar- 
velous philosophy  of  life  how  much  trouble  we 
would  save  ourselves.  We  often  spend  so  much 
time  dreaming  about  the  future  days  (or  worrying 
about  them)  that  we  miss  the  real  opportunity 
which  the  present  day  offers — just  like  the  mu- 
sician who  is  looking  two  notes  ahead  to  see  what 
is  coming  and  misses  completely  the  present  note 
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of  the  moment.  If  we  meet  each  day  and  its  prob- 
lems with  kindness  in  our  heart,  tolerance  for  the 
viewpoints  of  others,  compassion  for  human  suf- 
fering, patience  for  others'  shortcomings,  and  faith 
in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  good  in  the  world,  then 
our  lives  will  be  truly  in  tune  with  the  Master's 
plan. 

As  we  stand  at  the  threshold  of  each  new  dawn, 
let  us  pray  for  courage  to  meet  the  needs  of  that 
particular  day  and  the  succeeding  days  and  their 
problems  will  take  care  of  themselves. 

"One  note  at  a  time" — and  each  note  so  filled 
with  beauty,  pathos  and  love  that  at  the  end  of  the 
"Symphony  of  Life"  the  Supreme  Director  will 
say,  "Well  done." 

Roanoke,  Va. 


Believe  in  Miracles 


BY  WM.  J.  TINKLE 

The  regular  processes  of  nature  are  wonders  to 
the  thoughtful  man,  and  the  more  he  learns  about 
them  the  more  his  wonder  is  excited.  For  in- 
stance, the  yolk  of  an  egg  seems  very  homogen- 
eous; yet  it  requires  only  heat  to  change  it  to  a 
living  organism,  having  organs  that  function  in 
perfect  harmony,  and  composed  of  millions  of 
cells  of  diverse  pattern. 

The  ordinary  person  passes  by  such  processes 
with  a  gesture  because  the  hatching  of  eggs  recurs 
every  year.  Suppose  that  eggs  and  birds  were 
unknown  in  this  country,  but  that  a  traveler  from 
South  America  would  give  you  what  looked  like 
a  rounded,  white  stone.  You  happen  to  keep  it 
in  a  warm  place,  look  at  it  occasionally,  but  after 
three  weeks  a  unique,  fluffy,  warm  creature 
comes  out!  Truly,  a  miracle!  We  call  the  process 
a  miracle  because  it  has  occurred  in  an  unusual 
manner;  it  is  no  more  abstruse  than  other  occur- 
rences, but  it  is  an  exception  to  the  rules  that  we 
have  learned. 

However,  some  one  says  that  he  believes  in  a 
God  who  does  not  need  to  make  any  exceptions  to 
his  rules.  He  has  such  power  and  wisdom  that 
his  universe  always  can  run  according  to  the 
original  plans.  Certainly  God  has  this  power, 
but  he  also  has  compassion  for  weak,  erring  men. 
Exceptions  to  his  plans  are  necessary  in  order  to 
accommodate  those  who  have  stepped  aside,  but 
who  want  to  come  back. 

The  five  thousand  people  who  were  listening  to 
Jesus  had  made  a  slip;  they  were  too  thoughtless 
to  take  food  along.  Yet  Jesus  did  not  desire  to 
punish  them  for  their  thoughtlessness,  but  to  re- 
ward them  for  their  interest.  Accordingly  he  took 
five  loaves  and  two  fishes  and  increased  them  until 


there  was  enough  to  go  around.  He  simply  speeded 
up  the  process  that  he  and  his  Father  use  regularly 
in  making  fishes  and  barley  grow.  We  might  say 
that  he  reverted  to  the  process  they  used  when 
they  created  animals  and  plants  in  the  beginning. 
"All  things  were  made  through  him"  (John  1:3). 

Now  it  is  evident  that  God  considers  the  regular, 
slow  process  best  for  ordinary  occasions.  Miracles 
performed  too  often  would  make  man  lazy,  like 
Aladdin;  and  no  doubt  God  has  other  good  reasons 
of  his  own  for  preferring  the  regular  way.  But 
it  would  be  folly  to  think  that  God  is  caught  in  a 
meshwork  of  the  laws  he  himself  has  made,  so 
that  he  cannot  get  out  to  make  exceptions  if  he 
cares  to  do  so. 

Some  people  cite  their  training  in  science  to 
explain  their  opposition  to  miracles.  The  author 
of  this  article  has  spent  years  in  scientific  pur- 
suits, yet  finds  miracles  no  intellectual  stumbling 
block.  It  is  not  what  science  has  proved,  but  what 
she  has  failed  to  find,  that  makes  the  trouble. 
Dealing  with  material  things,  and  using  instru- 
ments that  measure  matter  and  energy,  we  can- 
not expect  science  to  discover  spiritual  forces  ca- 
pable of  working  miracles.  It  is  as  if  one  should 
deny  the  reality  of  electricity  because  he  could  not 
find  it  with  a  thermometer.  Jesus  says,  "Thou 
hast  hidden  these  things  from  the  wise  and  pru- 
dent." These  worldly  wise  ones  feel  that  what 
they  have  not  observed  never  will  be  observed. 

However,  science  herself  cites  many  an  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  An  iron  needle  floats  on  water; 
a  drone  bee  has  no  father;  molecules  cease  motion 
when  cooled  to  absolute  zero;  matter  is  supposed 
to  be  changed  to  heat  in  the  sun,  in  contradiction 
to  the  law  of  conservation  of  matter;  and  even 
parallel  lines  are  supposed  to  meet  at  an  infinite 
distance.  Scant  foundation  this,  for  a  "theory  of 
uniformity!" 

When  a  miracle  is  performed  a  law  is  not  brok- 
en, but  simply  is  superseded  by  a  higher  law. 
When  a  bean  seed  grows  up  out  of  the  earth  the 
law  of  gravitation  is  not  broken,  but  overruled  by 
the  forces  concerned  in  growth.  A  miracle  is  no 
more  the  breaking  of  law  than  this  familiar  oc- 
currence. Miracles  are  brought  about  by  the  ac- 
tion of  spiritual  forces  which  too  few  people  un- 
derstand. 

Since  miracles  are  no  more  abstruse  than  the 
regular  natural  processes  they  should  not  be 
hard  to  accept.  They  are  exceptions  to  rules,  and 
not  disproved  but  corroborated  by  science,  since 
science  herself  cites  exceptions.  They  are  per- 
formed by  a  powerful  and  compassionate  God  for 
the  benefit  of  his  imperfect  children. 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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BY  ELIZABETH  R.  BLOUGH 

Ellan  Gordon  was  thinking,  "  'Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.'  I  do  re- 
member them  and  thank  him  for  giving  me  so 
much;  and  maybe  the  time  will  come  when  I  can 
thank  him  for  what  has  been  withdrawn,  but  not 
yet."  She  still  felt  that  if  James  Murray  had  lived 
they  might  have  been  married. 

"Good  morning,  Ellan;  you  are  all  through  with 
your  cleaning  ahead  of  the  rest  of  us." 

"Sit  down,  Susan;  I  did  not  have  much  to  do  this 
week;  I  am  glad  you  came;  I  want  to  ask  you  some- 
thing. Just  because  I  am  an  old  maid  is  no  reason 
for  being  discontented  or  unhappy.  Yet  I  do  envy 
the  woman  whose  children  are  like  olive  plants 
round  about  her  table.  There's  something  like  that 
in  the  Psalms.  But  this  year  I  can't  bear  to  sit 
down  to  my  dinner  alone  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 
Jesus  talked  about  going  into  the  highways  and 
hedges;  that's  where  I  am  going  to  look  for  my 
visitors." 

"Them  in  the  hedges  was  poor  folks;  we  haven't 
any  suffering  poor  in  Glenside;  they  said  so  at  the 
ladies'  aid." 

Ignoring  this  statement,  Ellan  continued:  "Su- 
san, where  are  you  going  to  spend  Thanksgiving 
Day?" 

"Going?  Why,  I'll  go  to  church;  then  I'll  go 
back  home;  that's  all  the  going  I'll  do.  I  get  lone- 
some enough  to  talk  out  loud  to  myself  many  a 
time." 

"Will  you  come  to  my  dinner?" 

"And  sit  down  to  your  table  with  other  folks?" 

"Of  course,  and  I  believe  I'll  have  all  my  guests 
help  me  in  the  kitchen  to  prepare  this  dinner." 

"That  will  be  what  we'll  all  enjoy.  I  feel  hon- 
ored because  you  invited  me,"  answered  Susan. 

Elian  went  first  to  the  home  of  Doris  Kratz,  who 
lived  in  an  apartment;  it  was  clean  but  cold  and 
cheerless.  Elian  invited  her,  "I  need  my  friends 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.    Will  you  come  to  dinner?" 

"To  spend  Thanksgiving  Day  with  you?  How  did 
you  know  that  I  was  heart  hungry  for  friends?" 

"Because  I,  too,  am  lonely;  come  early  and  help 
us  in  the  kitchen."  Then  Ellan  stopped  at  one  of 
the  fine  homes  in  the  town.  Jane  Fulmer  met  her 
at  the  door.  She  was  in  deep  mourning  for  her 
husband;  one  who  refused  to  be  comforted,  was 
Jane.    Ellan  gave  her  the  invitation. 

There  was  a  reproach  in  her  answer:  "Oh,  Miss 
Elian,  how  dare  you  suggest  such  a  thing?  Me 
come  to  your  house,  and  him  lying  alone  out  there? 
He  was  with  me  a  year  ago." 

"He  wouldn't  want  you  to  spend  your  years  in 


grieving;  say  you  will  come  and  help  us  in  the 
kitchen?" 

She  shook  her  head  sadly,  "You  don't  know  what 
it  means  to  lose  one  you  have  loved." 

Ellan  thought  of  her  own  lover,  but  she  did  not 
speak  of  him.  After  she  had  invited  all  the  women 
she  had  included  in  her  plans,  she  went  home 
wishing  she  had  more  room  for  those  who  were 
lonesome  and  in  need  of  understanding  sympathy. 
When  Thanksgiving  Day  came,  Ellan  set  her  table 
with  her  best  china  and  linens.  Then  she  went  to 
church,  where  she  met  some  of  her  guests.  They 
accompanied  her  home.  Dinner  was  to  be  served 
at  three  in  the  afternoon.  Ellan  had  laid  down  the 
turkey,  and  was  getting  ready  to  stuff  it,  when 
Jane  Fulmer  came  in;  she  said,  "If  I  am  not  too 
late,  may  I  stuff  the  turkey?  I  brought  oysters  and 
other  things." 

"How  dear  and  thoughtful  of  you;  we  all  appre- 
ciate your  coming.  I  have  so  many  things  to  look 
after,  the  turkey  is  yours." 

The  old-fashioned  kitchen  was  large  enough  to 
give  plenty  of  room  to  the  women  who  were  cook- 
ing cranberries,  cleaning  celery  and  arranging  side 
dishes.  Happy  voices  were  heard  as  all  seemed  to 
be  talking  at  once.  Ellan  went  to  the  telephone 
and  heard  Mrs.  Stevens  asking,  "Have  you  room 
for  one  more  guest?  I  am  alone  and  I  should  like 
to  be  with  you?" 

"You  will  be  most  welcome.  Dinner  is  at  three, 
but  most  of  the  guests  are  here  now." 

When  Mrs.  Stevens  came,  she  brought  snowy 
gardenias  and  laid  one  beside  each  plate. 

Dinner  was  served  at  three  o'clock.  Jane  Ful- 
mer came  in  from  the  kitchen,  carrying  the  turkey. 
She  was  followed  by  other  women,  each  one  car- 
rying a  dish.    Elian  arranged  them  on  the  table. 


Questing 

BY  LEONARD  H.  ROOT 

Somehow,  somewhere  from  out  the  gloom 

Of  sure-set  devastation 
Eternal  light  springs  to  full  glow 

With  God's  own  revelation 
In  Christ,  the  holy  sacrifice: 

Thus  comes  our  meditation 
Of  fonts  from  which  all  blessings  flow 

Unto  our  full  salvation. 

We  rest  our  questing  souls  in  him; 

Assured  that  all  will  be 
Bright  burnished  by  the  whited  heat 

From  sacrificed  debris, 
Shed  slag,  foul  dross  and  sick  ning  loss — 

So  bring  us,  Lord,  to  thee. 
Our  hopeful  quest  of  righteousness 

Ends  at  the  crystal  sea. 
Topeka,  Kans. 
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Mrs.  Stevens  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table.  Jane 
Fulmer  sat  at  her  right.  When  all  were  seated 
there  was  a  reverent  silence;  then  Elian  thanked 
God  for  his  mercies,  his  blessings,  for  this  friendly 
company  about  her  table.  Jane  Fulmer  carved  the 
turkey.  Soon  all  were  served  and  eating  the  best 
dinner  they  had  ever  tasted,  or  so  they  declared. 
The  sincere  friendliness  of  the  occasion  brightened 
every  face.  They  told  each  other  of  Thanksgivings 
which  were  in  the  past;  reminiscences  were  en- 
joyed. Mrs.  Stevens  voiced  the  sentiment  of  each 
one  when  she  said:  "Each  woman  here  would 
have  been  alone  today  if  Elian  had  not  brought  us 
together;  blessings  on  her  for  giving  us  a  real 
Thanksgiving." 

The  air  was  white  with  feathery  snowflakes 
when  they  went  to  their  homes  in  the  early  twi- 
light. But  as  they  went  echoes  of  light  laughter 
drifted  back  to  Elian  standing  in  her  doorway. 
Jane  Fulmer  had  said,  "I  am  inviting  each  one  of 
you  to  come  to  my  home  for  a  dinner;  we  need 
each  other." 

Hatfield,  Pa. 


"All  God's  Children  Got  Shoes" 

BY  ARCHER  WALLACE 

The  pastor  of  a  church  in  a  large  American  city 
was  leaving  for  another  church  and  there  was  a 
farewell  gathering  of  his  congregation.  He  had 
had  a  successful  pastorate  for  over  nine  years 
and  speaker  after  speaker  voiced  his  regrets  at 
the  pastor's  departure  and  expressed  misgivings 
about  the  future.  "We  shall  never  get  another  to 
fill  his  shoes,"  said  one  official.  In  a  happy,  human 
address  the  minister — who  is  well  known  to  the 
writer — said,  "I  came  to  this  church  nine  years 
ago.  My  predecessor  was  a  very  eloquent  preach- 
er, as  you  know.  I  knew  that  I  could  never  fill 
his  shoes  as  far  as  the  pulpit  was  concerned.  But 
I  have  used  to  the  full  whatever  gifts  God  has 
given  to  me.  Now  I  am  leaving  and  another  min- 
ister takes  my  place.  He  will  not  fill  my  shoes  and 
I  hope  he  will  not  try  to  do  so.  He  will  do  his 
own  work  in  his  own  way  and — all  God's  children 
got  shoes." 

It  would  be  a  happier  world  for  many  if  they 
accepted  their  limitations  and  opportunities  and 
understood  that  all  God  asks  of  any  man  is  that 
he  does  his  best.  Jesus  called  a  group  of  men  to 
be  his  disciples  who  were  as  different  as  twelve 
men  could  well  be.  Peter,  John,  Thomas,  James 
and  the  others — could  one  have  found  in  all  the 
land  men  of  such  varied  gifts  and  handicaps?  Yet 
each  man  was  to  be  himself  and  fill  his  own  shoes. 

If  one  thinks  of  the  early  church — let  us  say 


the  church  of  Paul's  time — what  very  different 
types  must  have  been  there.  There  were  stern 
Roman  soldiers  who  had  surrendered  to  Christ, 
and  hesitant  shrinking  girls  who  heard  the  call. 
There  would  be  Hebrew  scholars  sitting  side  by 
side  with  illiterate  peasants.  There  would  be 
revered  veterans,  who  for  many  years  had  beaten 
paths  to  the  synagogue  and  close  by  young  people 
fresh  and  eager,  full  of  hope  and  courage.  One 
has  only  to  read  the  long  lists  of  salutations  in 
Paul's  letters  to  realize  how  every  type  of  char- 
acter must  have  been  found  in  those  early  assem- 
blies. Yet  there  was  a  place  for  each  one  and  all 
were  honored  and  remembered. 

Efforts  to  standardize  the  Christian  life  have 
always  been  a  source  of  bitterness  and  of  weak- 
ness. The  Act  of  Uniformity  in  England  caused 
much  bitterness  and  suffering  yet  it  expressed  by 
parliamentary  action  what  well-meaning  but  mis- 
guided people  have  ever  sought  to  do,  i.  e.,  to 
force  religious  people  into  the  same  mould  and 
have  them  express  their  religious  life  in  the  same 
way. 

That  the  Christian  life  is  one  of  service  no  one 
could  doubt  who  studied  the  teaching  of  Jesus.  In 
the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan  those  who 
were  condemned  were  the  ones  who  failed  to  serve 
when  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  Jesus  said, 
"The  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto, 
but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for 
many."  In  that  most  solemn  utterance  of  Jesus,, 
found  in  Matt.  25:31-46,  the  basis  upon  which  men 
were  judged  depended  upon  whether  they  had 
fed  the  hungry,  given  drink  to  the  thirsty,  clothed 
the  naked,  visited  the  sick  and  imprisoned.  It 
is  when  we  come  to  consider  what  form  our  service 
shall  take  that  confusion  and  difficulty  often  pre- 
vail. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  none  but  God  can 
really  appraise  the  true  value  of  Christian  service. 
Many  men  of  extraordinary  gifts  and  far-reaching 
influence  owed  a  great  deal  to  the  interest  and 
encouragement  of  modest  obscure  people.  It  was 
a  humble  layman  with  very  little  education  and 
always  in  delicate  health  who  led  that  pulpit  giant, 
Charles  H.  Spurgeon,  to  become  a  Christian.  That 
evangelist  laid  his  hand  upon  multitudes  for  their 
good,  but  without  John  Egglen  there  might  have 
been  no  great  Spurgeon.  No  one  knows  who 
Edward  Kimball  was,  yet  his  encouragement  was 
largely  responsible  for  Dwight  L.  Moody  giving 
himself  to  evangelistic  work.  Kimball  was  the 
teacher  of  a  young  men's  Bible  class,  and  he 
recognized  in  young  Moody  something  of  the 
promise  which  later  made  him  such  a  power  for 
good.    To  the  end  of  his  useful  life  Moody  never 

(Continued  on  Page  18) 
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BY  FAYE   MOYER 

Last  night  as  I  went  upon  the  open  sleeping 
porch  to  get  into  bed,  I  saw  a  flower,  or  thought  I 
did,  lying  on  the  floor  by  the  bed.  It  was  a  moon- 
light night.  The  sky  was  clear.  All  was  quiet. 
The  air  was  still — so  clear  and  still  that  everything 
was  silhouetted  in  vivid  outlines  in  the  bright 
moonlight.  A  small  pride  of  Barbados  bush  stood 
at  one  edge  of  the  sleeping  veranda  and  some  of 
its  branches  extended  over  the  veranda  floor,  as 
there  were  no  walls  on  the  three  sides — just  an 
open  cement  platform.  The  green  leaves  and 
clusters  of  orange  flowers  all  alike  seemed  almost 
black  in  the  moonlight. 

Now  there  is  nothing  unusual  about  a  flower 
falling  from  a  bush  and  lying  on  the  ground  under- 
neath it.  So  there  seemed  nothing  singular  about 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  clusters  of  flowers  of  this 
pride  of  Barbados  should  be  lying  on  the  floor  by 
the  bedside.  As  I  neared  the  bed,  half  looking  at 
the  flower,  and  half  taking  in  the  total  of  the  still 
picture  silhouetted  by  the  moon,  I  almost  uncon- 
sciously reached  for  the  flower.  But  as  my  fingers 
felt  the  cold  cement  of  the  floor  and  nothing  more, 
my  whole  attention  was  suddenly  centered  on  the 
little  thing  before  me;  and  I  realized  that  I  was 
only  reaching  for  a  shadow. 

I  looked  about  me  and  smiled  to  myself.  And 
I  thought  how  much  that  was  like  me — and  I  dare 
say  like  most  of  us  at  times — reaching  for  shad- 
ows. For  shadows  seem  so  real  as  we  think  about 
them,  dream  about  them,  want  them  and  reach 
for  them.  Perhaps  the  realization  that  the  thing 
is  only  a  shadow  leaves  a  cold,  bare  feeling,  as  the 
touch  of  the  finger  on  the  cement.  Or  perhaps  it 
leaves  a  beautiful  memory  of  what  seemed  so  real 
when  silhouetted  before  the  eye  in  the  dimness  of 
fancy  and  dreams  and  yearning.  And  we  smile 
and  go  on  with  a  little  better  appreciation  of  the 
beauty  of  life  about  us — or  perhaps  something 
akin  to  a  glimpse  into  the  complete  happiness  of 


the  hereafter  when  all  that  is  lovely,  all  that  is 
pure,  all  that  is  true  and  just  will  be  real.  Then 
there  will  be  no  shadows,  but  only  reality.  The 
good  that  we  yearn  for  now  will  be  ours  then. 
"For  now  we  see  in  a  mirror  darkly;  but  then 
face  to  face." 

God  is  real.  We  can  reach  for  him  and  find  him, 
not  as  one  reaching  for  a  shadow,  but  as  one  sure 
of  laying  hold  on  reality. 

Garkida,  Africa. 


Missionary  Program  for  December 

There  is  likely  no  holiday  around  which  more  pro- 
grams are  centered  than  Christmas.  Our  Christmas 
season  would  indeed  be  empty  if  we  had  never  shared 
it  with  others.  It  is  only  by  sharing  that  the  message 
has  been  brought  to  us.  This  year,  let  your  missionary 
society  share  this  Christmas  joy  not  only  with  the  regu- 
lar members  of  your  church,  but  also  with  those  who 
might  be  lonely  without  the  radiance  of  your  joy. 

The  title  of  the  Christmas  program  is  Christmas 
Around  the  World.  The  program  contains  material  for 
devotions,  poems  full  of  the  spirit  of  Christmas,  a  Christ- 
mas scene,  several  readings  and  a  Christmas  story  from 
India. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  is  a  long  list  of  references  to 
life  stories  centered  around  the  Christmas  season,  writ- 
ten by  missionaries,  which  appeared  in  back  numbers  of 
the  Messenger. 

Write  to  the  General  Mission  Board,  Brethren  Pub- 
lishing House,  Elgin,  Illinois,  for  the  program,  Christmas 
Around  the  World,  five  cents. 


Brethren  Service  Monthly  Offerings 

The  Brethren  Service  funds  are  being  sent  to  Elgin  in 
good  amounts.  But  there  are  some  churches  which  are 
not  receiving  the  blessing  that  lies  in  this  field  of  Chris- 
tian service  so  strategically  offered  us  now. 

A  recent  suggestion  of  the  District  Brethren  Service 
Committee  is  that  the  offerings  from  the  meal  cups  be 
collected  with  some  consecration  service  on  the  proper 
Sunday.  In  some  churches  the  money  from  the  cups  is 
not  called  for  regularly.  In  some  there  is  an  announce- 
ment the  Sunday  before,  with  a  special  consecration 
service  at  the  time  the  offering  is  brought  forward. 

Brethren  Service  provides  a  challenging  opportunity 
for  Christian  service.  We  should,  as  leaders,  make  much 


CHALMER  SHULL 


What  to  Pray  For     .     .     .     Week  of  November  15-22 

The  Prayer  Calendar,  which  should  be  in  our  Bible  along 
with  daily  readings,  presents  the  names  of  Chalmer  and 
Susan  Stoner  Shull  for  prayer  throughout  the  week.  Their 
home  is  at  Palghar,  India.  Out  from  this  station  their  work, 
which  includes  all  phases  of  the  mission  program,  extends 
over  a  wide  radius.  Their  furlough  is  due  in  the  spring  of 
1942.  The  Shulls  will  be  the  field  editors  of  the  coming  spe- 
cial India  Gospel  Messenger  which  will  appear  on  Jan.  31. 
The  ambassadors  of  the  church  constantly  request  the 
prayers  of  the  church  people.  They  need  and  deserve  this 
help. 


MRS.   SUSAN   SHULL 
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of  this  chance  to  inspire  our  folks.  Let  us  not  forget  to 
ask  at  least  monthly  for  the  contents  of  the  cups,  and  to 
make  a  deeply  spiritual  occasion  of  the  bringing  of  the 
money  to  the  altar.  Through  this  channel  we  can  reach 
into  other  channels  of  the  spiritual  life  of  our  mem- 
bers.— From  Northern  Indiana  News  Bulletin. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Clothing  Needs 

BY  MRS.  ROSS  D.  MURPHY 

This  report  comes  to  the  women  of  the  church  and  to 
all  who  have  responded  so  generously  to  our  clothing 
project.  I  am  sure  that  the  report  in  itself,  together 
with  your  knowledge  of  the  need,  will  constitute  an 
urgent  appeal  toward  renewed  efforts  in  the  collection 
of  clothing. 

As  previously  reported,  during  the  entire  calendar 
year  of  1940  our  total  gift  to  the  clothing  project  was 
almost  50,000  pounds  with  an  estimated  value  of  about 
one  dollar  per  pound,  or  a  total  value  of  more  than 
forty-five  thousand  dollars.  During  the  first  six  months 
of  1941  our  giving  through  the  storeroom  in  Philadel- 
phia was  just  a  little  less  than  12,000  pounds,  or  almost 
four  times  as  much  as  it  was  during  this  same  period  in 
1940.  Beginning,  however,  with  July  1,  in  1940,  our 
giving  reached  a  peak,  and  during  the  second  half  of  the 
year  totaled  over  45,000  pounds.  This  year,  1941,  we 
have  given  through  the  Philadelphia  storeroom  from 
July  1  to  Nov.  1  10,000  pounds.  This  is  just  about  one 
fourth  as  much  as  during  the  same  period  of  time  in 
1940. 

Last  year,  during  November  and  December,  the  two 
months  not  yet  accounted  for  in  this  year,  about  7,000 
pounds  came  to  the  storeroom  here  from  Brethren 
sources.  If  we  could  collect  from  12,000  to  15,000  pounds 
during  November  and  December  of  this  year,  we  would 
have  approximated  a  total  amount  comparable  to  that  of 
last  year  because  this  year  the  shipments  through  our 
Pacific  Coast  stations  will  amount  to  from  10,000  to  15,- 
000  pounds.  The  Pacific  Coast  stations  were  not  func- 
tioning in  1940. 

Another  factor  enters  into  the  total  picture  this  year. 
It  is  our  new  and  additional  interest  in  the  C.  P.  S. 
camps.  I  have  no  record  of  these  contributions  such  as 
linen,  blankets,  comforters,  clothing,  etc.,  but  I  judge 
it  runs  well  toward  5,000  pounds,  or  at  least  well  toward 
$5,000  in  evaluation.  I  know  that  contributions  in  food 
from  the  various  church  communities  to  the  C.  P.  S. 
camps  are  running  well  upward  into  the  tons. 

So  I  do  not  think  we  are  losing  interest.  But  I  do  wish 
to  say  that  the  need  is  even  greater  this  year  than  dur- 
ing any  previous  period,  and  I  wish  to  urge  all  to  do 
their  best  throughout  these  winter  months. 

Clothing  is  being  moved  regularly  to  England  at  the 
rate  of  about  three  tons  per  month,  to  China,  to  Spanish 
refugees  in  Mexico  and  Santa  Domingo,  to  refugees 
from  Europe  in  the  United  States  and  to  migrant  work- 
ers and  other  needy  groups.  Some  clothing  was  de- 
livered to  Finland  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but 
none  can  move  that  way  at  present. 

As  you  doubtless  remember,  late  last  winter  we 
were  able  to  deliver  to  France  more  than  36,000  gar- 
ments for  babies  and  for  children  up  to  the  age  of  four- 
teen years.  Nothing  can  be  sent  to  central  Europe  at 
this  moment,  but  we  feel  convinced  that  it  is  wise  to 


collect  needed  clothing  so  that  as  the  door  opens  we 
shall  be  ready.  Over  against  such  a  possible  opportuni- 
ty, we  are  packing  and  storing  thousands  of  pounds  of 
clothing  for  France  and  other  needy  areas.  It  would 
seem  that  it  is  not  so  much  for  us  to  open  doors,  but 
rather  to  be  ready  to  clothe  and  feed  as  we  may  be  di- 
rected to  do  so  step  by  step. 

Since  we  now  hope  to  place  relief  workers  in  England 
we  shall  directly  assist  in  the  final  distribution  of  cloth- 
ing there.  This  we  shall  also  do  elsewhere  whenever 
and  wherever  we  have  workers.  In  most  cases,  our 
clothing  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  no  transportation 
cost  chargeable  to  the  Brethren  or  to  the  Friends'  Serv- 
ice Committees,  and  NO  clothing  from  these  committees 
has  been  lost  to  date. 

The  need  is  acute  and  will  be  throughout  the  winter. 
It  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  refugees  and  others  in  the 
Shanghai  area  that  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  has 
been  able  to  assist  there.  A  report  comes  to  us  from 
this  center  that  by  the  middle  of  July  this  year  3,000 
people  had  received  clothing,  in  many  cases  complete 
outfits.  We  are  also  interested  to  know  that  shipments 
of  clothing  are  coming  through  to  Shanghai  from 
Australia.  One  shipment  from  Australia  was  thought 
to  have  been  permanently  lost,  but  the  Dutch  warship 
which  captured  the  boat  made  arrangements  to  transfer 
the  clothing  and  send  it  through  to  Shanghai  because  of 
"the  good  work  that  was  being  done  there."  We  also 
hope  to  send  certain  medical  supplies  and  bandages  into 
interior  China  through  the  Shanghai  doorway  which  is 
as  yet  open. 

I  might  continue  at  great  length  giving  concrete  evi- 
dence of  what  I  have  thus  far  said,  but  we  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  need  exists,  that  clothing  is  moving  to 
various  destinations  right  along,  that  seventy  tons  of 
clothing  have  "been  shipped  during  this  calendar  year, 
and  that  thirty  tons  of  clothing  are  now  being  held  in 
readiness.  And  also  rest  assured  that  it  seems  evident 
beyond  a  doubt  to  those  of  us  who  are  permitted  to  ob- 
serve, that  this  whole  project  of  clothing  has  been  a 
mission  of  love  rendered  in  the  very  spirit  of  the  Master 
himself.  Pray  for  its  continued  service  and  wise  direc- 
tion. 


Comparisons 

Total  clothing  coming  to  the  Philadelphia  clothing  room 

for  the  year  1940  from  all  sources,  110,000  pounds. 
Total  clothing  coming  to  the  Philadelphia  clothing  room 

for    the    year    1940    from    Brethren    sources,    50,000 

pounds. 
Total  clothing  coming  to  the  Philadelphia  clothing  room 

for  the  first  ten  months  of  1941  from  Brethren  sources, 

25,000  pounds. 
Approximate   amount   of   clothing   sent   to   the   Pacific 

Coast  depots  during  the  first  ten  months  of  1941  from 

Brethren  sources,  10,000  pounds. 
Approximate    amount    of    clothing    sent    through    the 

Friends'  depots  on  the  Pacific  Coast  during  the  first 

ten  months  of  1941,  15,000  pounds. 


Clothing  Report— June  1,  1940  to  Oct.  15,  1941 

I.  Comparison  of  the  amount  of  clothing  sent  in  to  the 
Philadelphia  clothing  room  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1940  and  1941. 

1940,  First  six  months 3,219  lbs. 

1941,  First  six  months 11,533  lbs. 
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Receiving  Clothes,  Paris,  France 

II.  Comparison  of  the  amount  of  clothing  sent  in  to 
the  Philadelphia  clothing  room  in  the  last  six  months  of 
1940  and  up  to  this  date  in  the  last  six  months  of  1941 — 
given  by  months. 


Pounds  Sent 
in  1940 

July    8,014 

August     13,614 

September    7,309 

October     9,686 

November    1,621 

December     5,342 


Pounds  Sent 
in  1941 

July    3,004 

August     2,298 

September     2,290 

October     2,144* 


Total,    1940  period 45,586 

(Last   six  months) 


Total,  1941  period  to 

date     9,736 

(Last   six  months) 


•Figures  for  October  run  through  Oct.  15  only. 

III.  Comparison  of  the  amount  of  clothing  sent  in  to 
the  Philadelphia  clothing  room  for  the  year  1940  and  the 
year  1941  to  date. 

1940    48,805    lbs. 

1941  to  date  (Oct.  15)   21,169  lbs. 

IV.  Comparsion  of  the  amount  in  pounds  of  clothing 
sent  to  Philadelphia  clothing  room  from  the  different 
regions  in  1941 — 

Central  West  Region  2,622 

Southeastern  Region   2,338 

Central  Region    9,127 

Eastern  Region    5,036 

Unallocated     2,046 


Total   21,169 


For  Careful  Consideration 

Please  note  carefully  the  following  instructions  con- 
cerning the  care  and  thoughtfulness  necessary  in  select- 
ing used  clothing  and  in  packing  both  used  and  new 
clothing — 

1.  See  instruction  sheet  describing  type  of  clothing 
desired. 


2.  Used  clothing  is  valuable  if  durable  and  wearable — 
must  be  clean. 

3.  New  clothing — such  as  layettes,  children's  clothing, 
knitted  articles,  etc. — should  be  carefully  wrapped  and 
packed  separately  from  used  garments. 

4.  Never  pack  shoes  with  garments — always  pack 
them  separately.  Always  tie  mates  together  and  have 
shoes  mended  if  needed. 

5.  Pack  soap  separately  from  clothing.  Because  of 
certain  restrictions,  it  cannot  be  sent  abroad  unless  it  is 
packed  separately. 

6.  It  will  be  helpful  if  you  list  articles  and  attach  the 
list  to  the  outside  of  the  package. 

7.  Be  sure  always  that  packing  cases  are  durable  so 
that  clothing  will  not  become  soiled  en  route.  If  bur- 
lap bags  are  used,  the  clothing  should  be  well  wrapped 
and  protected. 

8.  Mark  plainly  "Brethren"  and  the  name  of  your 
church  or  collecting  center.  If  individual  credit,  mark 
also  with  a  "B"  so  that  v/e  may  properly  identify  here. 

9.  Send  clothing  to:  "A.  F.  S.  C.  Storeroom,  1515 
Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia"  or  to  your  nearest  collecting 
center.  Send  prepaid  and  try  to  have  at  least  100 
pounds  for  reduced  freight  rates.  If  clothing  is  to  go  to 
China,  send  through  Pacific  Coast  stations. 

By  the  end  of  this  year  we  shall  have  allocated  the 
clothing  to  the  various  regions  throughout  the  brother- 
hood. If  you  desire  district  credit,  you  shall  have  to  re- 
port to  your  district  women's  secretary.  To  do  this  here 
requires  too  much  unnecessary  work.  We  do  keep  an 
alphabetical  list,  however,  of  gifts  from  collecting  cen- 
ters, churches,  and  individuals  if  marked  "Brethren." 
Please  be  careful  in  marking  your  packages. 

Mrs.  Paul  F.  Bechtold  from  Ottawa,  Kansas,  who  has 
recently  moved  to  Philadelphia,  is  devoting  some  time 
each  week  in  the  storeroom  to  secure  the  necessary  in- 
formation for  our  records  and  also  to  assist  in  the  work 
there. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  16 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Union  With  Christ. — John  15: 
1-10.  Golden  Text,  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  John 
15:4. 

Christian  Workers,  Home  Missions:  Why  Needed? 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Civilian  Public  Service  Camps. 

Intermediates,  How  and  When  to  Pray. 

•  •       • 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Two  baptized  in  the  Omaha  church,  Nebr. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111.,  Bro.  Mc- 
Kinley  Coffman,  evangelist. 

Twelve  baptized  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Johns- 
town, Pa. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Virden  church,  111.,  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger,    evangelist. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Spray  church,  N.  C,  Bro. 
McKinley  Coffman,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Green  Hill  church,  Md.,  Bro.  N.  J. 
Miller,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  nine  reconsecrated  in  the  Lynch- 
burg church,  Va.,  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing,  evangelist. 

Eleven  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Coulson 
church,  Va. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Tire  Hill 
church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Farmington  church,  Del.,  Bro. 
William  McDaniel,  pastor. 

Twelve  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism 
in  the  Buck  Creek  church,  Ind.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M. 
Rollins,  evangelists. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 
Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 

Bro,  Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  Dec.  8  in  the 
West  Goshen  church,  Ind. 

Bro,  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin,  111.,  Nov.  30— Dec.  7,  in 
the  Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Nov. 
16-30,  in  the  King  Ferry  church,  N.  Y. 

Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Caniield,  Jan.  20 — Feb.  1,  in 
the  Cedar  Grove  church,  Tenn. 

Bro.  John  E,  Rowland  of  New  Paris,  Pa.,  Nov.  23  in 
the  Shank  house,  Back  Creek  congregation,  Pa. 

Bro.  G.  W.  Phillips  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Nov.  24— Dec.  7, 
in  the  Rock  Run  church,  Ind. 

•  •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Nebraska  has  chosen  Eld.  Swigart  F.  Miller  as  Stand- 
ing Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Conference, 
with  Eld.  J.  J.  Tawzer  as  alternate. 


Bro.  J.  O.  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  revival  meeting  in  the  Elkhart  City  church 
of  Northern  Indiana. 

Bro.  N.  E.  Bohn  of  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  wishes  to  ex- 
press his  appreciation  of  the  many  gifts  and  other  kind 
remembrances  which  came  to  him  during  his  recent  ill- 
ness. 

Bro.  Grant  Mahan  after  sojourning  for  some  years  at 
Rehobeth,  Md.,  is  returning  with  his  family  to  their 
former  Florida  home  and  should  be  addressed  hereafter 
at  Homestead,  Fla. 

Enclosing  an  obituary  of  her  grandfather,  Noah  Het- 
rick,  Mrs.  Carl  Oberly  of  Palisade,  Colo.,  says:  "He 
has  continued  to  take  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  sixty- 
two  years  or  more."  When  you  have  taken  it  that  long 
we'll  make  mention  of  it  too,  even  if  you  are  still  alive. 

Sister  Margaret  Harrison  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  says:  "I 
am  writing  once  again  to  renew  my  subscription  to  your 
much  loved  paper  .  .  .  although  I  may  not  be  able  to 
read  it  the  year  out,  as  I  am  past  eighty-six  years  old 
and  know  I  have  long  been  on  borrowed  time." 

Bro.  David  Rhodes  of  the  Buck  Creek  church  of 
Southern  Indiana,  ninety-five,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
church  for  nearly  seventy  years,  not  seven  as  stated  in 
the  church  news  notes  of  Nov.  1.  That  sounds  better, 
doesn't  it? 

Bro.  J.  B.  Peters  and  wife  gave  the  Messenger  offices 
a  friendly  call  while  they  were  here,  but  that  was  not 
what  brought  them  all  the  way  from  Wirtz,  Va.  Their 
primary  interest  was  the  family  of  their  son,  the  direc- 
tor of  Young  People's  Work. 

Seattle  and  Chicago  joined  in  making  up  one  party  of 
our  last  week's  visitors.  Brother  and  Sister  L.  P.  Dun- 
ning had  come  from  the  first  named,  out  on  a  trip  of 
seeing  friends  and  places,  and  had  brought  with  them 
from  the  near-by  city  Mrs.  Fred  Leslie,  Mrs.  Bertie  Les- 
lie and   Mrs.   Lucy   Denny. 

"Well  Safe"  were  the  two  words,  just  these  two,  in  the 
cablegram  from  Nurses  Ruth  Utz  and  Mary  Dadisman 
which  reached  the  mission  offices  Nov.  4.  The  place 
from  which  it  was  sent  was  not  indicated  but  this  was 
presumably  Lagos,  Nigeria.  The  whole  church  will  re- 
joice in  this  good  news  and  thank  God  for  it  and  for  the 
Christian  zeal  which  made  these  devoted  young  women 
eager  to  go  to  their  field  of  work  in  the  face  of  danger. 

Dr.  Leonard  Fisk  Wilbur,  as  you  may  recall,  died  of 
typhus  at  Taiku,  Shansi,  China,  on  Easter  Day  of  1940. 
The  National  Christian  Council  of  China  has  recently 
published  a  memorial  booklet  to  Dr.  Wilbur  which  is 
described  in  the  latest  issue  of  the  Council's  Broadcast 
Bulletin.  We  quote:  "Sometimes  it  seemed  as  though 
he  utterly  disregarded  his  own  life,  so  burning  was  the 
desire  to  save  another.  He  frequently  gave  his  own 
blood  for  transfusions.  .  .  .  We  used  to  wonder  if  he 
would  have  enough  blood  to  live  himself."  The  special 
interest  in  this  item  for  us  is  that  when  our  own  Dr. 
Cunningham  first  went  to  China  he  helped  Dr.  Wilbur 
and  worked  with  him. 
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Bro.  M.  S.  Franiz,  pastor  of  the  Nampa  church,  Idaho, 
and  member  of  the  General  Mission  Board,  is  on  a  leave 
of  absence  from  pastoral  duties,  under  the  careful  su- 
pervision of  Sister  Frantz.  While  she  looked  the  Pub- 
lishing House  over,  he  continued  his  practice  with  the 
paint  brush  on  Secretary  Brubaker's  house.  The  recu- 
perative effect  of  this  exercise  is  said  to  be  excellent. 

•       •       • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

Recipes  for  the  new  cookbook  are  beginning  to  roll  in. 
How  about  yours?  See  page  30  for  a  convenient  form 
and  one  kind  of  recipes  wanted. 

We  have  a  request  for  a  book  published  about  1877, 
and  entitled  Apples  of  Gold  in  Pictures  of  Silver.  Does 
anyone  have  a  copy? 

The  Ministerial  Convention  of  Eastern  Maryland  will 
be  held  in  the  Pipe  Creek  church  next  Friday,  Nov.  21. 
The  program  looks  very  attractive.  Perhaps  you  ought 
to  be  there. 

Camp  Kane  is  finding  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania 
quite  generous.  They  have  the  promise  of  a  barber 
chair,  a  truck  load  of  potatoes,  a  piano  and  other  articles 
of  food  and  supplies. 

The  Outlook  church  of  Washington  will  have  an  all- 
day  home-coming  with  dinner  at  noon,  Nov.  30.  Morn- 
ing preaching,  afternoon  program,  a  play  by  the  young 
people  in  the  evening.  "We  cordially  invite  all  former 
members  and  friends  to  worship  with  us  on  that  day." 

The  Raisin  church  of  Northern  California  has  an  all- 
day  meeting  with  potluck  dinner  tomorrow,  Nov.  16. 
The  occasion  is  the  rededication  of  the  basement.  The 
elementary  department  will  present  the  program  at  2:30 
p.  m.  "An  invitation  is  extended  to  all  former  mem- 
bers  and   friends." 

"For  some  time  the  pastor  has  had  the  feeling  that 
more  of  the  people  of  our  church  should  be  reading  the 
Gospel  Messenger,"  says  one  of  our  local  church  organs. 
Well,  so  had  we.  Isn't  it  strange  how  persons  many 
miles  apart  will  get  the  same  feeling?  Another  proof  of 
mental   telepathy? 

The  Richmond  church  of  Southern  Indiana  has  an 
anniversary  celebration  with  basket  dinner  tomorrow, 
Nov.  16.  Sister  Minnie  Bright  of  long  China  experience 
will  speak  in  the  morning.  Bro.  Otho  Winger,  who 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  ten  years  ago,  will 
speak  in  the  afternoon.  "Come  and  enjoy  the  day  with 
us." 


Brethren  Bible  Study  Monthly 

This  is  the  name  decided  upon  for  the  publication 
which  is  to  carry  forward  the  Teachers'  Monthly  and 
the  Home  Department  Quarterly. 

A  number  of  interesting  suggestions  came  in  response 
to  the  recent  request  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  a 
name.  These  helped  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 
much  in  making  the  decision.  People  are  enquiring 
about  the  changes  that  are  to  be  made.  The  December 
issue  of  the  Teachers'  Monthly  answers  many  of  these 
questions.  A  few  sample  pages  also  are  being  printed 
as  advance  information. 

We  hope  that  the  publication  will  stir  new  interest  in 
Bible  study  and  meet  the  needs  of  many  who  have  had 
to  go  afar  to  find  the  devotional,  Bible  study  and  teach- 
ing helps  which  they  require. — E.  G.  Hoff. 


The  Pipe  Creek  church  of  Eastern  Maryland  has  a  re- 
dedicatory  home-coming  and  fiftieth  anniversary  pro- 
gram, with  dinner  at  the  church,  tomorrow,  Nov.  16. 
Elders  J.  J.  John,  J.  H.  Hollinger  and  I.  S.  Long  will 
speak.  "Invitation  is  extended  to  all  who  have  at- 
tended and  worshiped  with  us." 

The  United  Stewardship  Council,  in  which  twenty-six 
denominations  co-operate,  announces  three  conferences 
which  all  who  can  attend  should  find  interesting.  The 
first  will  be  held  at  Richmond,  Va.,  Nov.  17  and  18,  with 
Bro.  W.  Harold  Row  as  chairman  of  arrangements.  Bro. 
L.  Avery  Fleming  will  represent  our  people  at  the  sec- 
ond conference,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  24  and  25.  Bro. 
H.  Spenser  Minnich  plans  to  be  at  the  third  conference, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  28  and  29. 

Women  of  the  Pacific  Slope:  As  you  know,  last  Janu- 
ary at  La  Verne  the  women  of  the  Pacific  Slope  Region 
(Washington,  Oregon,  California  and  Western  Montana 
and  Idaho)  who  were  at  the  Regional  Conference  de- 
cided to  purchase  a  recording  machine  for  La  Verne 
College  as  their  project  for  the  year.     It  would  be  fine 
if  each  women's  group  would  send  in  a  donation  to  the 
secretary  for  this  project.     Up  to  date  we  are  far  from 
reaching  our  goal  of  approximately  $80.    We  have  three 
months  yet  until  our  next  regional  conference.     May 
we  hear  from  you  soon  with  a  donation  large  or  small. — 
Mrs.  Helen  Daugherty,  Live  Oak,  Calif. 
•        •        • 
With  Our  Schools 
Bridgewater    College 

The  Spiritual  Life  Institute  has  been  announced  for 
Jan.  4-9,  1942.  Guest  speakers  will  be  Brethren  D.  W. 
Kurtz,  M.  R.  Zigler  and  W.  M.  Beahm.  Other  partici- 
pants in  the  program  will  be  local  pastors,  members  of 
the  faculty,  and  a  distinguished  American  clergyman, 
whose  name  has  not  yet  been  announced.  The  pro- 
gram is  planned  primarily  for  the  students  of  Bridge- 
water  College  and  the  ministers  of  the  Southeastern 
Region. 

Dan  West  spoke  in  chapel  on  Oct.  23,  challenging  the 
alleged  inevitability  of  future  changes  in  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  America.  He  asked  the  students  to 
assert  their  faith  in  the  democracy  this  country  has 
known. 

College  Day  was  observed  by  the  Bridgewater  church 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  9.  After  a  sermon  by  President  Bow- 
man, the  members  of  the  congregation  entertained  the 
students  in  their  homes  for  dinner. 

Prof.  Everett  R.  Shober,  registrar,  addressed  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Virginia  Association  of  Collegiate 
Registrars  at  Sweet  Briar  College  on  Saturday,  Nov.  8. 
His  topic  was  "Permanent  Records — What  Should  Be 
Put  on  Them  in  Addition  to  Grades  and  Credits?" 

Ten  Bridgewater  students  will  be  listed  in  this  year's 
edition  of  Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Uni- 
versities, the  yearbook  of  prominent  college  students. 
Eligibility  is  determined  by  character,  leadership,  schol- 
arship, and  potentialities  for  success  in  the  business 
world. 

Students  of  Church  of  the  Brethren  Colleges  will 
gather  at  Bridgewater  Nov.  21-23  for  a  united  Student 
Christian  Movement  conference.  The  speakers  will  be 
Miss  Mary  Schaeffer  and  Brethren  Paul  H.  Bowman, 
Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Raymond  Peters,  M.  R.  Wolfe  and 
Murray  L.  Wagner. 
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"All  God's  Children  Got  Shoes" 

(Continued  From  Page  12) 

ceased  to  speak  in  loving  terms  of  the  debt  he 
owed  to  this  humble  Sunday-school  teacher. 

There  is  a  tablet  built  into  the  wall  of  an  Ontario 
Sunday  school  which  tells  of  a  postman  who 
taught  in  that  school  every  Sunday  for  fifty-one 
years  and  was  absent  only  once.  He  often  trudged 
ten  miles  a  day  over  rough  roads  to  deliver  mail. 
One  can  easily  imagine  that  when  Sunday  came 
he  often  felt  more  like  resting  than  teaching  rest- 
less boys.  Yet  there  is  his  record  of  devoted  serv- 
ice— once  absent  in  fifty-one  years — and  that  one 
occasion  was  when  his  father  died.  It  would  not 
be  easy  to  say  just  how  far  an  influence  like  that 
extends. 

No  one  who  has  ever  listened  to  a  great  orches- 
tra can  fail  to  be  interested  in  the  variety  of  in- 
struments and  the  way  in  which  each  player 
makes  his  own  peculiar  contribution.  To  this 
writer,  at  least,  it  does  seem  as  if  some  musicians 
have  little  to  do  while  others  appear  to  be  over- 
worked. Yet  the  leader  of  the  orchestra  knows 
just  how  necessary  every  musician  is,  even  though 
he  may  play  but  a  few  notes  occasionally.  The 
value  of  any  player  depends  not  upon  the  amount 
of  work  he  does  but  rather  upon  how  well  his 
contribution  falls  into  the  general  scheme.  There 
are  really  no  minor  parts  in  life's  great  drama. 
There  are  smaller  parts  but  they  must  be  well 
played. 

The  world  needs  people  who  are  willing  to  for- 
get themselves  in  the  service  they  render;  people 
who  are  not  vainly  self-conscious  but  self-effacing 
and  who  can  sing  with  Whittier: 

Others  shall  sing  the  song, 
Others  shall  right  the  wrong, 
Finish  what  I  begin, 
And  all  I  fail  to  win; 
What  matter  I,  or  they, 
Mine  or  anothers'  day, 
So  the  right  word  be  said, 
And  life  the  sweeter  made. 

Life  is  made  rich  and  beautiful  not  because  of 
a  few  forceful  personalities  here  and  there  whose 
achievements  excite  admiration  but  rather  be- 
cause there  are  millions  of  kindly,  decent,  under- 
standing souls  who  do  their  daily  tasks  without 
even  talking  about  it  and  without  getting  sorry 
for  themselves.  Niagara  makes  a  great  noise  and 
has  become  a  Mecca  for  tourists  and  a  source  of 
inspiration  for  poets  and  painters,  but  the  fruit 
growers  of  that  area  know  that  the  soil  is  rich 
and  fertile,  and  the  landscape  beautiful,  not  be- 
cause Niagara  is  near  but  on  account  of  the  thou- 
sands of  hidden  streams  which  flow  softly  to  the 
lake. 


The  truth  we  have  been  thinking  over  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  familiar  story  which  tells  of  the 
fight  between  David  and  Goliath.  When  the 
harassed  King  Saul  became  convinced  that  David 
really  wanted  to  fight  the  giant  he  offered  to  loan 
the  shepherd  lad  his  suit  of  heavy  cumbersome 
armor.  David  put  it  on  but  it  did  not  fit  him  and 
he  was  uneasy  and  hampered.  He  laid  it  aside 
saying,  "I  cannot  go  in  these."  Then  he  took 
some  pebbles  and  his  well-beloved  sling.  He 
would  fight  the  giant  in  his  own  way  and  with  the 
weapon  he  preferred.  If  we  may  slightly  add  to 
the  story  we  may  say  David  knew  that  "all  God's 
children  got  shoes." 

Toronto,  Canada. 


When  I  Saw  a  Charmer 

BY  A.   L.   MILLER 

This  is  an  account  of  a  scene  I  once  witnessed  in  the 
mountains  of  Virginia.  For  years  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  farmers  to  send  their  stock  cattle  to  the  mountains 
to  be  summered.  I  have  often  watched  droves  of  belled 
cattle  on  their  way  to  the  mountains.  When  I  gathered 
a  few  cattle  I,  too,  sent  them  to  the  mountains.  Once 
when  on  such  a  trip  I  was  walking  along  a  path  toward 
camp  when  I  heard  a  very  charming  and  enticing  sound. 
I  listened  for  some  time  before  I  saw  the  charmer,  a 
huge  rattlesnake  on  a  flat  rock.  Its  head  was  up,  mid- 
dle of  body  raised,  and  tail  erect.  Here  was  the  source 
of  the  enchanting  music.  The  rattler  made  a  continu- 
ous pleasant  sound,  not  a  whir  of  warning,  but  enticing 
music. 

Then  I  noticed  the  purpose,  for  in  a  little  tree  were 
four  squirrels,  three  young  ones  and  a  mother  squirrel. 
Strange  as  it  seems,  those  squirrels  seemingly  could  not 
resist  or  run  away.  They  would  run  up  and  down  right 
to  the  ground  and  close  to  the  charmer,  then  back  up 
the  tree.  The  mother  would  run  to  the  top  of  the  tree, 
not  more  than  fifteen  feet,  meanwhile  calling  and  en- 
couraging the  young  ones  to  follow.  But  regardless  of 
her  pleading,  they  would  go  right  down  again.  The 
mother  would  follow,  but  would  not  go  close  to  the 
snake.  She  kept  up  a  constant  chatter.  Soon  she  and 
all  the  squirrels  would  run  back  up  the  tree,  but  not  for 
long  as  the  young  ones  seemingly  could  not  resist  the 
charmer,  and  down  they  would  go  again.  The  mother 
would  follow  with  entreaties  to  come  back.  As  soon  as 
they  sensed  the  danger  and  started  back,  she  was  up  in 
the  tree  encouraging  them  to  follow. 

I  watched  the  scene  for  some  time.  Even  when  the 
dog  walked  close  to  the  snake  it  never  ceased  its  chant- 
ing. Even  when  I  went  close  to  kill  it,  the  snake  did 
not  cease  its  chanting.  So  in  sympathy  for  the  squirrels 
I  hit  the  rattler  across  the  head  and  all  was  still.  Look- 
ing up  into  the  tree,  not  a  squirrel  was  in  sight.  The 
charmer  was  dead  so  they  had  run  away. 

When  I  looked  closer  I  saw  the  old  rattler  had  already 
swallowed  one  squirrel.  How  like  the  adversary!  If  he 
gets  your  boy  he  wants  your  girl.  Also,  he  is  really 
hard  to  resist  because  he  charms  the  young.  Many  a 
parent  has  followed  a  child,  even  into  the  face  of  dan- 
ger, hoping  and  praying  that  he  may  be  able  to  save  a 
loved  one. 

Dayton,  Va. 
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9o<um+  Adult  Gamp, 

By  Mrs.   Everett  Miller,   Waterloo,   Iowa 

Many  leaders  and  former  campers  had  been  dreaming 
for  &  number  of  years  about  a  camp  period  for  older 
Iowa  folk.  When  the  state  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet  met  dur- 
ing the  Christmas  holidays  the  members  decided  that 
an  adult  camp  should  be  promoted  this  summer.  Since 
the  cabinet  has  the  duty  of  organizing  the  young  peo- 
ple's and  intermediate  camps,  they  thought  it  impos- 
sible to  take  on  the  responsibility  of  organizing  a  third 
camp.  Thus  they  appointed  a  new  committee  of  three 
people  to  plan  the  adult  camp. 

Of  course  there  were  no  funds  with  which  to  work; 
therefore  the  committee  provided  its  own  transportation 
in  order  to  get  together  to  arrange  a  camp  program. 

Because  this  was  the  first  venture  in  adult  camping, 
the  committee  realized  it  would  need  to  be  well  ad- 
vertised, so  an  introductory  letter  was  sent  to  all  church- 
es early  in  the  summer  explaining  the  origin  of  the  plan 
and  time  of  camp.  A  few  weeks  before  camp  the  leaflet 
was  sent  out,  and  as  a  final  reminder  a  postcard  was 
sent  the  week  before  camp. 

After  all  details  were  completed  the  next  big  question 
was  whether  we  would  have  any  campers.  Many  were 
skeptical.  Most  of  the  Iowa  church  members  are  farm- 
ers; could  they  find  someone  to  do  chores  for  three  eve- 
nings and  two  mornings  when  hired  men  were  scarce? 
The  camp  period  was  to  be  from  Friday  evening  to  Sun- 
day evening.  Would  threshing  be  over  in  all  sections  of 
the  state? 

Finally  Aug.  8  came  with  camp  to  open  with  a  camp- 
fire  at  eight  o'clock.  At  six-thirty  the  first  campers  to 
arrive  found  the  camp  site  uninhabited  and  all  quiet 
save  for  the  occasional  call  of  a  cardinal  from  the  sumac 
back  of  the  lodge  and  the  distant  roll  of  thunder  in  the 
northeast.  By  seven  o'clock  two  more  cars  had  come. 
The  thunder  was  rolling  louder  and  nearer.  While  the 
camp  director  worked  to  open  the  padlock  on  the  door 
of  the  dining  hall,  the  group  standing  near  counted  up 
the  number  of  people  they  knew  were  planning  to  come 
to  camp;  they  totaled  about  fifteen.  One  person  thought 
we  could  certainly  expect  twenty-five. 

About  eight  o'clock  the  director  called  for  registra- 
tion. Now  the  curiosity  would  be  satisfied  as  to  num- 
bers. Quite  a  few  cars  had  come  into  camp  but  it  was 
difficult  to  estimate  how  many  campers  were  on  the 
grounds  because  they  had  gone  directly  to  the  cabins  to 
make  up  their  bunks — adults  didn't  need  cabin  assign- 
ments— and  the  storm  had  made  darkness  come  on  ear- 
lier than  usual.  Soon  the  whistle  blew  for  campfire.  A 
few  hadn't  registered  but  the  hour  was  already  late  for 
beginning  campfire.  Now  was  the  time!  Registration 
cards  were  counted;  forty-eight  had  registered! 

Around  the  campfire  in  the  valley  there  was  a  good 


sing  followed  by  a  challenging  talk  about  ideals  of  home 
life — the  camp  emphasis  was  The  Christian  Home.  As 
campers  left  the  campfire  single  file  they  were  "on  the 
upward  trail  singing  as  we  go." 

Most  of  the  camp  periods  were  spent  in  group  discus- 
sion attempting  to  decide  the  best  way  of  living  in  this 
age  of  crisis.  The  two  days  proved  their  worth  when 
the  group  voted  unanimously  to  have  another  camp 
next  summer. 


ADULT    DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Creative  Citizenship 

Scripture:     Matt.  5:38-48 

Sunday,  November  30 

Note:    This  discussion  is  based  on  the  free  pamphlet, 

Creative  Citizenship,  by  Paul  H.  Bowman.     Send  for  it, 

and  other  free  literature  if  you  do  not  have  it,  to  the 

General  Boards,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

I.  The  Brethren  Position 

Read  the  pamphlet  with  or  without  comment. 

II.  Questions  for  Discussion 

1.  Why  do  Brethren  refuse  to  go  to  war  or  learn  the 
art  of  war?    Page  3. 

2.  What  evidence  can  the  Brethren  offer  to  show  that 
they  are  not  undesirable  citizens  obstructing  the  welfare 
of  the  majority? 

3.  Describe  the  new  order  of  human  relations  that  the 
Brethren  are  trying  to  bring  into  reality.    Page  5. 

4.  What  can  Brethren  do  and  not  do  to  be  creative" 
and  not  destructive  in  time  of  war?    Pages  5  and  6. 

5.  What  sacrifice  should  Brethren  be  willing  to  make 
to  live  out  this  faith? 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

Women's  Work  in  Northeastern  Ohio 

By  Edna  M.  Showalter,  MansHeld,  Ohio 
Over  300  Northeastern  Ohio  women  met  at  Camp  Zion 
June  25  for  the  fourth  annual  women's  work  day.  Each 
year  this  event  has  shown  increased  interest  and  at- 
tendance and  thirty  churches  responded  to  the  roll  call 
this  year.    The  offering  for  the  day  amounted  to  $40. 

Mrs.  Dan  West  was  the  speaker  for  our  meeting, 
speaking  both  in  the  morning  and  in  the  afternoon  when 
the  meeting  was  held  outdoors  to  accommodate  the  large 
crowd.  Mrs.  West  chose  as  her  subject,  The  Church 
Task  of  Brethren  Women. 

Splendid  district  interest  was  again  shown  on  Aug.  26 
at  our  annual  district  conference  women's  program.  The 
conference,  and  our  meeting  also,  was  held  at  Camp 
Zion.  Sister  Mary  Shaeffer,  home  on  furlough  from  our 
China  field,  was  the  guest  speaker.  In  her  genuinely 
friendly  and  inspiring  manner  she  gave  us  interesting 
glimpses  of  Brethren  work  in  China.     At  the  morning 


It  is  not  unusual  to  hear  someone  say:  "If  I  had  a  lot  of  money,  I  would  certainly  give  a  lot 
toward  the  work  of  the  church."  In  most  cases  those  who  speak  thus  would  give  at  about  the 
same  ratio  if  wealth  did  come  into  their  hands.  Having  very  little  interest  in  giving  even  the 
small  amount  they  are  able  to  give  while  in  meager  circumstances,  they  naturally  could  have 
very  little  concern  for  human  need  when  bank  accounts  grow  large.  Whether  rich  or  poor,  it's 
the  dedicated  life  that  provokes  action  well-pleasing  to  God. 

In  Mark,  the  twelfth  chapter,  we  read  that  Jesus  watched  while  the  offering  was  taken.  He 
gave  no  apology  for  publicly  watching  what  each  cast  into  the  treasury.  After  many  had  dropped 
in  much,  there  came  the  poor  widow.  Jesus  recognized  a  truly  consecrated  and  sacrificial  giver. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  memorialize  the  giver.  He  commended  her  and  gave  the  lesson  that  all 
could  have  had  approval  had  their  gifts  been  sacrificial  too. 

When,  in  November,  we  cast  into  the  Home  Mission  Treasury,  will  our  gifts  be  approved? — Harl 
Russell,  President  of  Men's  Work. 


Sponsored  by  the  Council 
of  Men's  Work  in  co-oper- 
ation with  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board. 
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session  she  told  of  Girls  Who  Made  Good,  and  at  the 
afternoon  session  she  explained  the  present  missionary 
program  and  problem  in  China. 

During  the  year  our  women  of  this  district  have 
brought  over  a  ton  of  clothing  to  various  meetings  for 
shipment  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee  in  Phila- 
delphia. We  are  continuing  this  program  for  the  coming 
year,  collecting  clothing  not  only  at  our  own  meetings 
but  at  the  quarterly  ministerial  conferences.  When  the 
call  for  service  packets  came  the  women  responded 
promptly,  sending  forty-three  packets  from  thirty-three 
churches,  five  other  churches  sending  packets  to  their 
own  boys. 

During  the  year  the  women  of  our  district  have  given 
$560  to  the  National  Women's  Project,  $150  to  Peace-Re- 
lief, and  $25  to  our  own  Camp  Zion. 

The  officers  for  the  coming  year  are:  Mrs.  M.  S. 
Young  of  Akron,  president;  Mrs.  R.  L.  Showalter  of 
Mansfield,  vice-president;  Anna  F.  Blanchard  of  Min- 
erva, secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Lester  Royer  of  Louis- 
ville, mother-daughter  representative;  and  Mrs.  William 
Cable  of  Akron,  District  Service  Committee  representa- 
tive. 

The  women  of  Northeastern  Ohio  are  looking  toward 
the  new  church  year  with  renewed  faith  and  a  deeper 
resolve  to  find  happiness  in  service. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


"A  Most  Wonderful  Conference  Guest" 

Even  though  the  Annual  Conference  is  now  several 
months  past,  it  is  yet  with  us  in  many  ways  here  at  La 
Verne.  (1)  It  is  with  us  in  the  inspirational  fellowship 
had  with  the  leaders  of  the  church  and  brethren  of  like 
precious  faith  in  all  walks  of  life.  This  will  never  be 
forgotten.  (2)  The  Conference  is  still  with  us  in  the  re- 
newal of  friendships,  through  the  reunion  of  family 
groups,  and  the  making  of  new  friendships  among  our 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  Conference  guests.  (3)  The 
wonderful  Conference  music  heard  for  blocks  around 
the  tent  auditorium  in  the  park,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
program  proper  touching  all  phases  of  the  brotherhood 
program,  are  all  indelibly  impressed  on  the  hearts  of  La 
Verne  people.  However,  the  most  outstanding  impres- 
sion is  that  left  on  the  hearts  of  the  individual  hosts 
who  entertained  Conference  people. 

It  is  with  considerable  satisfaction  that  the  La  Verne 
church  people  note  such  remarks  as:  "We  had  the  love- 
liest people  in  our  house  during  Conference.  They  were 
pastors  from  the  East,  and  every  morning  they  would 
come  out  in  the  living  room  and  visit  a  little  before  go- 
ing to  meeting."  "We  had  such  considerate  roomers 
during  the  Conference,  and  don't  you  know  they  sent  us 
a  card  after  they  got  home  thanking  us  for  what  we  did 
to  make  them  comfortable."  A  certain  Methodist  woman 
exclaimed:  "The  Conference  was  just  wonderful!  I 
enjoyed  every  minute  of  it.  I  had  six  of  the  most  won- 
derful people  at  my  house."  Still  another  said:  "We  had 
an  Indiana  college  professor  and  his  wife  at  our  house. 
They  were  such  thoughtful  and  appreciative  people." 

But  a  certain  pastor  back  in  Ohio  capped  the  climax 
of  Conference  guests'  expressions  of  appreciation.  After 
reaching  home  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  our  restaurants  thanking  him  most  heartily  for  cour- 
tesies extended.  "Everywhere  we  go,"  he  confided,  "we 
are  thinking  of  your  coffee  shop  and  of  the  service  it 


rendered  us."  This  proprietor  and  his  good  wife,  work- 
ers in  a  sister  denomination,  had  a  generous  part  in 
helping  La  Verne  get  ready  for  the  coming  of  this  An- 
nual Conference.  It  warmed  his  heart  to  receive  such 
a  letter;  he  was  overjoyed  and  has  shared  it  with  a  num- 
ber of  people.  Thus  by  this  act  of  kindly  courtesy,  this 
busy  pastor  has  made  himself  a  most  wonderful  Confer- 
ence guest. 

La  Verne,  Calif.  Grace  Hileman  Miller. 


Nebraska  District  Meeting 

The  District  Conference  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren convened  in  the  Omaha  church,  Oct.  10-13.  A  very 
splendid  Christian  spirit  was  shown  throughout  the 
whole  conference.  One  of  the  high  points  was  when 
Bro.  D.  G.  Wine  of  Enders  brought  us  the  opening  ser- 
mon on  Building  With  Christ.  This  set  the  theme  for 
the  conference.  Bro.  Wine  is  a  very  able  speaker.  He 
said  that  to  build  with  Christ  means  that  we  must  prac- 
tice the  principles  of  Christ  in  our  lives.  Another  high 
point  of  the  conference  was  on  Saturday  night  when  the 
Rt.  Rev.  Howard  R.  Brinker,  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Diocese  of  Nebraska,  brought  us  a  most  inspiring  mes- 
sage on  Why  I  Believe  in  the  Church  Today.  The  guest 
speakers  were  Brother  and  Sister  Desmond  W.  Bittinger 
of  McPherson  College.  Bro.  Bittinger  brought  us  our 
missionary  sermon  Sunday  morning,  as  well  as  the  edu- 
cational sermon  Sunday  night.  Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff  of  Elgin 
was  with  us.  His  teaching  of  the  Sunday-school  lesson 
and  several  other  appearances  were  much  appreciated. 

We  were  glad  to  welcome  into  our  district  a  new  min- 
ister, Bro.  Wilbur  Hoover.  Bro.  Hoover  is  a  university 
graduate  with  a  Brethren  background.  He  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  his  fine  spirit  in  sacrificing  good  economic 
possibilities  to  come  to  Nebraska  to  work  without  prom- 
ise of  compensation.  Nebraska  needs  more  young  men 
like  that. 

The  district  has  shown  growth  during  the  past  year. 
There  were  three  installations  to  the  ministry:  Alvin 
Frantz,  Samuel  Garber  and  Wilbur  Hoover;  one  ordi- 
nation to  the  eldership,  Samuel  M.  Forney.  Economical- 
ly, most  of  the  churches  show  that  better  conditions 
exist.  Spiritually,  the  district  has  kept  pace  with  the 
changing  conditions.  We  now  look  forward  to  a  better 
year  in  1942  and  may  God  add  his  blessings  to  the  work. 

Bro.  Swigart  F.  Miller  was  elected  member  of  Stand- 
ing Committee  for  1942  and  Bro.  J.  J.  Tawzer  alternate. 
Bro.  D.  G.  Wine  will  be  moderator  for  our  district  con- 
ference next  year,  and  the  place  will  be  Enders,  Nebr. 

Omaha,  Nebr.  Milton  C.  Early,  Clerk. 


Passing   of  John  Miller  Reed 

John  Miller  Reed,  son  of  John  and  Julia  (Miller)  Reed,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Tennessee,  Oct.  14,  1867.  He  de- 
parted this  life  Dec.  2,  1940,  at  the  age  of  73  years,  having  been 
stricken  with  pneumonia.  He  was  taken  to  the  Tacoma  hospital, 
in  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  where  he  passed  on  to  be  with  God  who 
through  the  years  had  blessed  him  in  many  wonderful  ways. 

In  his  early  life  he  resided  near  the  Knob  Creek  church, 
Washington  County,  in  which  community  he  was  for  a  great 
many  years  engaged  in  the  United  States  mail  service,  and  had 
acquired  three  valuable  pieces  of  land  almost  adjoining  the 
corporate   limits   of  Johnson   City,   Tenn. 

He  retired  from  this  service  and  located  near  Limestone,  Tenn., 
in  after  years,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Limestone  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  where  his  funeral  was  conducted  by  Brethren 
A.  M.  Laughrun  and  Guy  Presley.  His  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 

He  is  survived  by  one  sister,  Mrs.  Lucy  Slagle,  and  a  number 
of  nieces  and  nephews. 

Brother  Reed  was  of  Dunker  parentage  and  came  from  a  long 
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line  of  conservative  Dunker  background.  He  had  no  family  of 
his  own,  having  never  married,  but  he  made  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  the  beneficiary   of  almost  all  of  his  life's  savings. 

His  will  was  as  well  composed  as  any  will  to  be  found  upon 
record  here,  and  very  much  to  the  point,  and  shows  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Bro.  Reed  was  interested  in  the  promo- 
tion  of,  the   church   he   loved. 

His  last  will  and  testament,  made  Aug.  31,  1940,  provided  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  set  aside  for  the  upkeep  of  three  cemeteries: 
(1)  The  Reed  cemetery,  near  the  Knob  Creek  church,  where  his 
parents  and  other  kin  were  buried,  (2)  the  Knob  Creek  Church 
of  the  Brethren  cemetery,  where  many  of  his  boyhood  friends 
and  associates  sleep,  (3)  the  Limestone  Church  of  the  Brethren 
cemetery,  where  his  uncle  and  Elder  Peter  D.  Reed  and  other 
relatives  as  well  as  his  own  last  remains  await  the  resurrection 
morn. 

Bro.  Reed  also  bequeathed  his  large  farm,  with  commodious 
brick  dwelling  overlooking  the  beautiful  valley,  as  a  permanent 
home  for  the  aged  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  as  well  as  the 
other  three  tracts  of  land  lying  near  Johnson  City,  the  last  three 
tracts  to  be  sold  and  the  funds  therefrom  derived,  together  with 
other  valuable  personal  property,  to  be  used  in  the  upkeep  of 
the  permanent  home  for  the  aged  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

Thus,  while  his  body  rests  (he  having  previously  made  sure 
the  upkeep  of  these  Cities  of  the  Dead)  overlooking  the  hills 
and  valleys  that  he  loved  so  well,  his  spirit  too,  from  the  realms 
above,  may  behold  the  home  where  the  deserving  aged  of  the 
church  he  loved  may  find  a  quiet  and  peaceful  resting  place  as 
they,  too,  shall  await  the  summons  from  on  high. 

White  Pine,  Tenn.  Reuel  B.  Pritchett. 


boards  in  the  local  congregation  and  district.  He  made  many 
liberal  gifts  to  the  Topeco  church  and  to  other  causes  of  Chris- 
tian   education. 

Father's  business  interests  were  chiefly  farming.  He  was  also 
a  live  stock  dealer.  He  served  his  county  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  twelve  years;  also  as  county  land 
assessor  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  for  several 
years. 

The  Harman  home  has  always  been  a  place  where  guests 
and  travelers,  friends  or  strangers,  were  welcome.  Never  was 
a  person  turned  from  father's  door.  He  was  father  and  coun- 
selor not  only  to  his  own  family  but  to  the  many  people  who 
sought  his  advice.  He  was  truly  worthy  of  the  word  "father"  in 
its  deepest  and  truest  meaning.  As  a  father  and  a  loving  hus- 
band he  gave  his  advice,  his  strength,  his  all  that  we  might  have 
every  advantage  in  life.  Father  and  mother  gave  to  us  the 
heritage  of  a  good  Christian  home. 

His  health  began  to  fail  in  November  of  1940;  from  then  until 
death  he  was  under  the  constant  care  of  skilled  physicians  and 
nurses,  much  of  the  time  being  spent  in  hospitals.  At  his  re- 
quest he  was  anointed  two  weeks  before  the  end  by  Elders  L.  M. 
Weddle  and  S.  B.  Alderman.  He  passed,  as  he  had  lived,  with 
a   smile   and   willingness   to  submit   to   God's  will. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Topeco  church,  and  was  conducted 
by  Elders  A.  N.  Hylton,  L.  M.  Weddle  and  by  Bro.  Wendell 
Flory  of  Chicago,  summer  pastor.  The  active  pallbearers  were 
the  deacon  brethren,  while  forty  of  the  business  and  profes- 
sional men  of  the  town  and  county  were  honorary  pallbearers. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Topeco  cemetery.  It  was  estimated 
there  was  the  largest  attendance  ever  present  on   a  similar  oc- 

casion'  The  Harman  Family. 


In  Memory  of  Arthur  Titus  Harman 

Arthur  Titus  Harman  was  born  at  Floyd,  Va.,  Jan.  18,  1877, 
and  died  in  his  home  at  Floyd  Aug.  22,  1941,  aged  sixty-four 
years,  seven  months  and  four  days.  He  was  the  oldest  of  the 
four  sons  of  the  late  Dennis  and  Julia  Burgess  Harman,  all  of 
whom  had  preceded  him  in  death.  His  forefathers  were  pioneer 
settlers  in  Southwestern  Virginia  and  were  listed  as  belonging 
to   one   of  the   "First  Families  of  Virginia." 

He  married  Minnie  Lee  Hylton,  daughter  of  Eld.  Jacob  Hylton 
of  Floyd,  on  May  19,  1899.  They  had  shared  life's  toils  and 
joys  for  the  past  forty-five  years.  To  this  union  were  born  six 
children,  all  of  whom  survive  and  are  members  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren:  Olin  W.  Harman,  Floyd,  Va.;  Mrs.  Edna  H. 
Smith,  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C;  Mrs.  Elvee  H.  Shelborne,  Tazewell,  Va.; 
Mrs.  Freeda  H.  Horter  of  Floyd;  Jacob  M.  Harman  of  Floyd,  and 
Mrs.  Beulah  H.  Bowers  of  Floyd,  Va.  Also  six  grandchildren 
survive. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  father  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  old  Brick  church,  where  the  Topeco  church 
now  stands.  He  was  an  active  member  for  forty-four  years, 
during  which  time  he  served  as  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
assistant  superintendent  and  church  chorister.  He  was  elected 
deacon  in  1904,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  senior  deacon 
in    years    of    service.      He    served    on    various    committees    and 


In  Memory  of  Henry  A.  Garst 

The  shocking  news  of  the  tragedy  of  the  sudden  and  strange 
death  of  Henry  A.  Garst  of  Blountville,  Tenn.,  on  Sept.  11,  1941, 
brought  a  feeling  of  horror  and  sadness  to  all  who  knew  him. 

He  met  death  when  he  at- 
tempted to  draw  water  for  his 
stock  in  the  afternoon  from  a 
cistern  near  the  barn,  the  top 
giving  way  allowing  him  to  fall 
into  about  seven  feet  of  water. 
No  one  was  at  the  home  at  the 
time  of  the  fatal  accident,  and 
knowledge  was  not  revealed  of 
the  event  until  his  grandson, 
with  whom  he  was  living,  found 
that  he  had  come  to  this  fateful 
end. 

He  had  lived  to  the  ripe  old 
age  of  86  years,  2  months  and 
15  days.  He  had  enjoyed  un- 
usual health  all  of  his  life  and 
was  in  excellent  physical  con- 
dition at  the  time  of  his  going. 
His  wife,  Julia  Bowman  Garst, 
passed  away  some  eleven  years 
ago.  He  leaves  behind  his  one 
son,  Pierce  S.  Garst  of  Blount- 
ville, and  three  daughters:  Mrs. 
J.  S.  Glover  of  Piney  Flats,  Mrs.  Ed  S.  Glover  and  Mrs.  Roy  E. 
Clarke  of  Blountville,  all  of  Tennessee.  He  had  living  eleven 
grandchildren,  three  great-grandchildren  and  between  sixty  and 
seventy  nephews  and  nieces  scattered  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  United  States. 

Of  all  the  laymen  of  the  Tennessee  district  he  was  probably 
the  best  known,  and  he  also  had  wide  acquaintance  throughout 
the  general  brotherhood.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  lived  a  faithful  and 
active  Christian  life  during  these  many  intervening  years.  As 
a  deacon  of  his  local  church,  Pleasant  Hill,  for  sixty-four  years 
he  was  instrumental  in  contributing  to  the  financial  support  and 
the  general  improvement  of  his  church.  He  was  the  oldest  liv- 
ing trustee  of  the  local  church.  He  held  the  outstanding  rec- 
ord of  attending  every  love  feast,  save  two,  over  a  period  of 
sixty-eight  years.  Since  its  organization  in  the  Tennessee  dis- 
trict he  was  enrolled  in  nearly  every  conference  held  by  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  "Uncle  Henry,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called  by  the 
young  people,  will  not  meet  with  them  any  more.  He  had  at- 
tended more  than  fifty  Tennessee  district  conferences  and  had 
gone   to  at  least  seventeen  Annual   Conferences. 

His  home  has  been  the  haven  of  many  visitors  for  more  than 
100  years,  it  being  one  of  the  oldest  residences  in  this  section, 
where  possibly  more  church  leaders  and  members  have  been 
entertained  than  by  any  other  within  the  Tennessee  district. 
His  father,  Elder  Henry  Garst,  a  minister  of  wide  repute  and 
high  esteem,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day  in  church 
and  in  civic  activities.  It  will  be  100  years  this  November  since 
the  elder  Henry  Garst  married  and  set  up  housekeeping  at  the 
old  home.  The  late  Henry  A.  Garst  was  born  and  spent  his  en- 
tire  life   at  this   old   landmark. 

Besides  his  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  church,  he  was 
active  in  public  circles  and  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
cherished  vocation  of  farming.  Even  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death   he   held   membership   on   committees   which   were   acting 
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in  matters  of  importance  to  his  state  and  county.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  farmers  to  haul  produce  from  the  farm  to  the 
nearest  market,   Bristol,   Tenn. 

The  funeral  occasion,  held  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  where 
he  always  attended,  was  characterized  by  many  unique  features. 
In  all  the  history  of  the  local  church  there  was  never  known  to 
be  as  large  a  crowd  as  that  which  attended  this  one.  The  large 
and  liberal  floral  offering,  so  beautifully  and  attractively  dis- 
played, depicted  the  high  esteem  and  great  respect  in  which  he 
was  held.  The  services  conducted  were  of  the  old  style,  both 
instructive  to  attendants  and  including  words  of  solace  and  com- 
fort to  the  sorrowing.  The  ministers  officiating  were  Brethren 
A.  M.  Laughrun  of  the  New  Hope  church  and  W.  H.  Swadley  of 
the  First  Church  of  Johnson  City,  and  Rev.  E.  W.  Dean  of  the 
Methodist  church  of  Blountville,  Tennessee.  The  day  was  typi- 
cal of  the  fall  season  with  a  clear  sky  and  balmy  air.  Father 
Garst  was  peacefully  laid  to  rest  in  the  local  cemetery  awaiting 
his  call  on  the  morn   of  the  first  resurrection. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Blountville,  Tenn. 


Roy  E.  Clarke. 


In  Memory  of  Lovene  Glenna  Shockey,  D.  C. 

Just  a  swish,  followed  by  a  terrific  crash  that  sent  cars  spin- 
ning on  the  pavement  like  tops,  and  a  meaningful  life  was 
snapped  out.    That  is  about  all  there  is  to  say  of  the  tragic,  yet 

needless  collision  that 
took  the  life  of  Dr. 
Lovene  Glenna  Shockey 
on  Saturday  evening, 
Sept.  20. 

Lovene  and  her  young 
gentleman  friend  had 
almost  cleared  the  in- 
tersection of  the  street, 
with  their  Plymouth 
coupe,  when  a  fifteen- 
year-old  girl,  who  had 
taken  the  family  car 
out  for  a  spin,  and  was 
giving  two  of  her  four- 
teen-year-old friends 
the  thrill  of  a  ride, 
crashed  the  side  of  the 
coupe  at  a  speed  esti- 
mated at  around  forty- 
five  miles  an  hour. 

Lovene  began  life  on 
a  very  cold  snowy  day, 
Jan.  5,  1919.  Her  par- 
ents, Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Emert  Shockey,  lived 
on  a  farm  near  Navarre, 
Kans.,  at  the  time.  She 
grew  up  with  the  other 
children  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Navarre 
grade  schools.  Then 
she  enrolled  in  the 
Chapman  High  School, 
which  she  attended  for 
two  and  one-half  years, 
when  she  and  her  par- 
ents moved  to  Wichita. 
She  graduated  from  the  North  High  School  with  the  class  of 
1937. 

Since  her  father  was  a  doctor,  Lovene  was  interested  in  his 
work  and  enrolled  in  the  Colvin  Chiropractic  College  of  Wichita. 
She  was  graduated  with  the  D.  C.  degree  on  May  28,  1940,  took 
the  state  board  examination  on  June  4,  and  began  practice  in  an 
office  adjoining  that  of  her  father  at  the  home,  1639  Park  Place. 
Her  sensitiveness  to  things  spiritual  was  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  at  the  early  age  of  ten  years,  on  Nov.  10,  1929,  she  confessed 
Jesus  Christ  as  her  personal  Savior.  Bro.  W.  H.  Yoder  was  the 
evangelist.  Lovene  played  with  considerable  skill  several  instru- 
ments and  would  soon  have  been  ready  to  become  an  instructor 
on  the  electric  Hawaiian  steel  guitar.  She  was  a  member  of  an 
Hawaiian  orchestra  of  the  city.  On  coming  to  Wichita  she 
transferred  her  church  letter  to  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  continued  in  active  church  service.  She  was  the  teacher  of 
the  second  primary  class. 

Lovene  was  the   granddaughter  of  Mr.   and   Mrs.   W.  D.   Reed 

of    Navarre,    Kans.,    and    the    only    grandchild    of    Mrs.    Nannie 

Shockey.     She  was  an  only  child  and  when  her  life  was  snuffed 

out  the  light  went  out   of  her  home  where   she  was  justly  the 

pride   and   joy   of   her  parents   and   aged   grandmother.     Lovene 

had  a  cheery  smile  and  words  of  friendly  greeting  for  all  and 

was  much  loved  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  both  young  and  old. 

She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  near  the  Navarre  church, 

following  services  at  Wichita  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Dr.  J.  B. 

Robertson    of    the    Hillside    Christian    church,    and    services    at 

Navarre  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Charles  B.  Reynolds. 

Wichita,  Kans.  J'.  H.  Elrod. 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Anglin-Shultz. — By  the  undersigned,  Oct.  24,  1941,  in  the  Pea- 
body  Memorial  chapel,  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Marshall  Anglin 
of  Leesburg,  Ind.,  and  Ruthanna  Shultz  of  North  Manchester. — 
Otho  Winger,   North   Manchester,   Ind. 

Baker-Ebersole. — By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  21,  1941,  at  the 
parsonage  of  the  Elizabethtown  church,  Eld.  John  S.  Baker  of 
Middletown,  Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Violette  Esther  Ebersole  of  Hershey, 
Pa.— M.    Clyde   Horst,   Elizabethtown,   Pa. 

Brumbaugh-Berkey. — June  20,  1941,  in  the  parsonage  of  the 
Conemaugh  church,  by  Bro.  S.  W.  Pearce,  pastor,  Claude  Brum- 
baugh of  Park  Hill,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  Berkey  of  Elton,  Pa. — Mrs. 
K.  R.  Keiper,  Conemaugh,  Pa. 

Byler-Brewer. — By  the  undersigned,  John  T.  Byler  of  Lehigh- 
ton,  Pa.,  and  Lois  Brewer  of  Lewes,  Del.,  Sept.  1,  1941. — J.  T. 
Byler,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

Dawson-Trissel. — Charles  Willis  Dawson  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
and  Lillian  Pearl  Trissel  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents,  by  the  undersigned,  Oct.  15,  1941. — O.  H. 
Feiler,   Grand   Junction,   Colo. 

Griffin-Blickenstaff. — By  the  undersigned,  Oct.  17,  1941,  in  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Chicago,  Wayne  Griffin  of  Oak 
Park,  111.,  and  Wovetta  Blickenstaff  of  Chicago.— Harper  S.  Will, 
Chicago,  111. 

Johnson-Duncanson. — Maynard  Johnson  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
and  Marjorie  Duncanson  of  Lewiston,  Minn.,  July  8,  1941,  at  the 
Long  Beach  Church  of  the  Brethren,  by  the  undersigned. — S.  L. 
Barnhart,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Malley-Bowman. — By  the  undersigned,  Sept.  6,  1941,  in  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Chicago,  Melvin  Malley  of  Berwyn, 
111.,  and  Edna  Bowman  of  Chicago. — Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  111. 

Marquiss-Nichols. — At  the  Pine  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Donald  Marquiss  and  Thelma  Nichols,  both  of  South  Bend,  Ind. — 
Edward   Stump,   North  Liberty,   Ind. 

May-Clayion. — At  the  parsonage  of  the  Sidney  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Oct.  12,  1941,  Alvin  Rye  May  and  Edna  Ruth  Clayton, 
by  the  undersigned. — S.   S.  Blough,   Sidney,   Ohio. 

Oden-Davis. — William  E.  Oden  of  Travilah,  Md.,  and  Ronella 
B.  Davis  of  Rockville,  Md.,  in  the  Flower  Hill  church,  Md.,  by 
the   undersigned. — Chester    I.    Harley,    Gaithersburg,    Md. 

Peilicoffer-Snavely. — By  the  undersigned,  Oct.  18,  1941,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  parsonage  in  Lititz,  Pa.,  Elmer  B.  Petti- 
coffer  of  Lititz,  and  Ruth  Snavely  of  Manheim,  Pa. — James  M. 
Moore,  Lititz,  Pa. 

Stoy-Casebeer. — By  the  undersigned,  Aug.  23,  1941,  in  the 
First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Chicago,  Rufus  Stoy  of  Somerset, 
Pa.,  and  Sara  Ruth  Casebeer  of  Chicago. — Harper  S.  Will,  Chi- 
cago,   111. 

Vest-Bowles. — James  Noah  Vest  and  Eliza  Wimmer  Bowles  of 
Copper  Hill,  Va.,  Oct.  18,  1941,  at  the  parsonage.- — Oscar  R.  Fike, 
Airpoint,  Va. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Baugher,  Noah  S.,  son  of  the  late  Aaron  and  Catherine 
Baugher,  was  born  June  24,  1865,  and  departed  this  life  April  16, 
1941.  Bro.  Baugher  was  a  member  of  the  Upper  Codorus  con- 
gregation for  many  years.  He  was  never  married.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  one  brother.  He  was  a  great  help  to  our  church  finan- 
cially as  well  as  spiritually.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Chestnut  Grove  church  by  Elders  G.  M.  Resser  and  N.  S.  Sellers. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Mark  A.  Wildasin, 
Lineboro,  Md. 

Beckner,  Flossie  May,  daughter  of  Amelia  and  John  Reid,  was 
born  in  1908  and  died  Oct.  4,  1941.  She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  several  years  ago  and  was  faithful  in  attending 
church  services  and  Sunday  school  when  her  health  permitted. 
Surviving  are  her  husband,  Wesley  Beckner,  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  home  by  the 
pastor  of  her  church,  Sister  Elizabeth  Broughman,  and  our  home 
minister,  Bro.  O.  L.  Bryan.  The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
Buchanan  cemetery. — Irene  Wymer,  Buchanan,  Va. 

Billman,  Lillian,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Billman,  was 
born  Sept.  27,  1925,  and  died  Sept.  28,  1941,  from  injuries  received 
in  an  automobile  accident.  She  leaves  her  father  and  mother, 
four  sisters  and  four  brothers.  She  was  baptized  into  the  Maple 
Avenue  church  at  Canton  on  April  25,  1937.  She  was  a  good 
Christian  and  a  faithful  member  of  the  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  in  the  church  by  her  pastor,  the  undersigned. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Warstler  cemetery. — Dwight  B.  Horner, 
Canton,  Ohio,  Oct.  25. 

Bosler,  Florence  Irene,  was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ind.,  on 
Feb.  13,  1863,  and  passed  away  in  Fresno,  Calif.,  on  Mar.  14,  1941. 
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Sister  Bosler  was  the  only  girl  in  a  family  of  six  children,  all 
five  brothers  preceding  her  in  death.  For  the  past  twenty  years 
she  had  lived  in  California,  the  last  five  years  being  spent  in 
Fresno.  A  good  share  of  her  life  was  spent  in  caring  for  an  in- 
valid mother.  Her  life  seemed  to  be  dedicated  to  the  care  of 
others.  For  the  past  three  years  she  herself  had  been  an  invalid. 
In  her  early  thirties  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  served  her  Lord  by  serving  others. — Glenn  M.  Harmon,  Fres- 
no,  Calif. 

Campbell,  Asenith  Sherman,  wife  of  George  Campbell,  died  at 
her  home  near  Timberville,  Va.,  Oct.  26,  1941,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years  and  ten  days.  Besides  her  husband  she  is  sur- 
vived by  five  daughters,  three  sons,  three  brothers  and  a  num- 
ber of  grandchildren.  The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Mt.  Olivet 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  she  had  been  a  life  member, 
with  Eld.  John  T.  Glick  officiating,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Bur- 
ial was  made  in  the  Andes  cemetery  near  the  church. — Samuel 
D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Cripe,  Israel,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Cripe,  was  born  Jan. 

1,  1859,  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and  departed  this  life  Oct.  5, 
1941,  at  his  home  in  Goshen,  Ind.  Bro.  Cripe  suffered  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy  one  week  before  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
West  Side  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  Surviving 
are  three  daughters,  six  grandchildren,  three  great-grandchil- 
dren, four  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services  at  the  West 
Side  church  were  in  charge  of  Brethren  M.  D.  Stutsman  and 
T.  E.  George.  Burial  was  made  in  the  West  Side  cemetery. — 
Mina    Ganger,    Goshen,    Ind. 

Cripe,  Maria  Edgecomb,  was  born  near  Lima,  Ohio,  Mar.  13, 
1856,  and  departed  this  life  for  that  better  one  on  Jan.  24,  1941. 
At  the  age  of  seven  she  came  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Huff,  to  Cerro  Gordo,  111.  Later  she  taught  one  term  of 
school  in  that  community  and  after  rearing  a  large  family  she 
taught  several  years  in  western  Oklahoma.  On  Jan.  11,  1872,  she 
was  married  to  Samuel  Edgecomb  in  La  Place,  111.  They  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  ten  years  later  were  in- 
stalled into  the  ministry.  For  forty  years  they  labored  together 
establishing  churches  in  Kansas,  Oklahoma  and  California.  Bro. 
Edgecomb  passed  to  his  reward  in  December  1924.  Later  she 
was  married  to  Eli  Cripe,  who  preceded  her  in  death  by  three 
years.  Since  that  time  a  daughter  has  lived  with  her  and  cared 
for  her.  She  leaves  to  cherish  her  memory  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  twenty-five  grandchildren,  thirty-four  great-grand- 
children and  one  great-great-grandchild. — Glenn  M.  Harmon, 
Fresno,   Calif. 

Cross,  Margaret  Ploughe,  passed  away  at  the  home  of  her 
daughter  near  La  Porte,  Ind.,  on  Oct.  12,  1941.  She  was  born 
to  I.  N.  and  Sarah  Lett  Ploughe  in  Clinton  County,  Ind.,  on  June 

2,  1858,  and  lived  in  La  Porte  County  since  1875.  On  Nov.  19, 
1874,  she  was  married  to  Barnum  Cross  in  Tipton  County.  Mr. 
Cross  died  on  Nov.  11,  1923.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  of  La  Porte.  Surviving  are  three  daughters, 
four  grandchildren,  nine  great-grandchildren,  a  brother  and  two 
sisters.  Three  sons  preceded  her  in  death. — Mrs.  Paul  Wolfe, 
La  Porte,   Ind. 

Fuhrman,  Daniel  David,  son  of  the  late  Alfred  and  Anna  Fuhr- 
man,  was  born  April  9,  1874.  His  wife,  Louise,  preceded  him  in 
death  a  few  years  ago.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Upper 
Codorus  congregation  for  many  years.  He  departed  this  life  on 
Sept.  19,  1941.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Black 
Rock  church  by  Eld.  N.  S.  Sellers.  Burial  was  made  in  the  ad- 
joining cemetery. — Mark  A.   Wildasin,  Lineboro,  Md. 

Geiman,  Ernest  Royer,  the  third  son  of  Ernest  C.  and  Minnie 
Yount  Geiman,  was  born  June  20,  1921,  near  Waynesboro,  Va. 
After  four  months  of  serious  illness  he  passed  away  on  Aug.  15, 
1941.  Although  he  suffered  long  and  much,  Roy  never  com- 
plained. Even  in  his  most  serious  condition  he  maintained  a 
calm  faith  in  God  and  a  sense  of  humor.  Roy  was  a  splendid 
young  man,  quiet  and  serious  minded,  yet  full  of  wit  and  hu- 
mor. He  was  received  into  the  Middle  River  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  baptism  on  Oct.  24,  1940.  In  school  he  made  a  splen- 
did record  as  a  student.  He  was  a  great  reader  and  was  fond  of 
music,  especially  the  piano.  His  interests  also  ran  toward  the 
farm  and  the  operation  of  machinery.  Roy  was  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem  by  his  teachers,  fellow  students,  and  associates.  He 
is  greatly  missed  by  his  family  and  friends.  He  is  survived  by 
his  parents  and  two  brothers.  The  funeral  services,  held  at  the 
home  on  Aug.  17,  were  in  charge  of  the  pastor,  Bro.  Samuel  A. 
Harley,  and  the  elder,  Bro.  J.  W.  Wright.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  Middle  River  church  cemetery. — Samuel  A.  Harley,  Grottoes, 
Va. 

Howell,  Sarah  Isabel,  wife  of  Lewis  D.  Howell,  passed  away 
suddenly  at  her  home  in  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  following  a  stroke, 
on  Oct.  2,  1941.  Mrs.  Howell,  a  foster  daughter  of  the  late  I.  N. 
Harter  of  La  Verne,  was  born  July  29,  1878,  in  North  Manchester, 
Ind.  She  came  to  California  thirty-one  years  ago,  settling  near 
Pomona.  Seven  years  ago  the  Howells  moved  to  Long  Beach, 
where  they  have  resided  since.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  many  years  and  was  in  fellowship  with 
the  Long  Beach  church  at  the  time  of  her  passing.  Sister  Howell 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  a  daughter,  a  son,  and  three  grand- 
children. One  son  preceded  her  in  January  1940.  Three  of  her 
sisters  also  survive  her.  Her  funeral  was  held  in  a  funeral  home 
in  Pomona,  with  Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz  officiating  and  the  writer,  her 
pastor,  assisting — S.  L.  Barnhart,  Long  Beach,   Calif. 


Kinney,  Hiram  Berkman,  was  born  Mar.  21,  1881,  at  Corning, 
Iowa.  His  parents  were  William  Jefferson  and  Martha  Sink 
Kinney.  When  Hiram  was  a  small  child  the  family  moved  to 
Kansas,  and  soon  afterwards  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
near  Alva,  Okla.,  at  the  age  of  twelve.  He  was  married  to  Ethel 
Adelia  Wilmot  on  June  10,  1903.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
this  union,  of  whom  four  survive,  along  with  four  brothers  and 
three  sisters.  In  1908  he  moved  with  his  family  to  the  Boise 
Valley,  Idaho,  where  they  lived  for  twenty-two  years.  From 
there  they  moved  to  Portland,  Oreg.,  then  to  La  Verne,  where 
he  lived  the  last  nine  years.  He  passed  away  on  Oct.  15,  1941. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  La  Verne  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren with  Bro.  Galen  K.  Walker  of  Hermosa  Beach  in  charge,  as- 
sisted by  Dr.  D.  W.  Kurtz.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Evergreen 
cemetery  in  La  Verne. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La  Verne,  Calif, 

McClurg,  Francis  La  Verne,  son  of  Marion  and  Jessie  McClurg, 
was  born  near  Warsaw,  Ind.  He  met  death  as  a  result  of  being 
struck  by  a  hit-and-run  driver  near  his  home  in  Mishawaka,  Ind., 
Sept.  20,  1941.  At  the  age  of  eleven  Francis  became  a  Christian 
and  a  member  of  the  Osceola  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was 
active  and  interested,  a  real  asset  to  the  church  and  community. 
Besides  his  parents,  he  is  survived  by  his  two  grandmothers,  two 
sisters  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Osce- 
ola church  by  the  writer,  and  burial  was  made  in  the  adjoining 
cemetery. — O.  E.  Messamer,  Osceola,  Ind. 

Moore,  Thyra  Jeanette,  daughter  of  Boyd  and  Jessie  Moore  of 
Goshen,  Ind.,  was  born  Oct.  21,  1921,  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  arid 
died  in  the  Goshen  hospital  Oct.  21,  1941.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Elkhart  Valley  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Her  friendly  dispo- 
sition was  evidenced  by  the  large  congregation  at  the  funeral 
service,  which  was  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld. 
George    Steele.— Frank    Kreider,    Goshen,    Ind. 

Morgan,  Martha  Elizabeth  Hill,  was  born  Feb,  2,  1861,  at  Vir- 
den,  111.,  and  passed  away  on  Oct.  11,  1941.  In  1869  she  moved 
with  her  parents  to  a  community  near  Gardner  and  Olathe,  Kans. 
She  attended  a  Brethren  school  at  Ashland,  Ohio,  and  Ottawa 
University  at  Ottawa,  Kans.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  J.  M. 
Morgan  on  Mar.  2,  1896.  She  and  her  husband  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  and  she  remained  a  mem- 
ber for  the  rest  of  her  life.  Those  living  to  mourn  her  loss  are 
two  brothers,  three  sisters,  and  other  relatives,  along  with  a  host 
of  neighbors  and  friends.- — L.  A.  Whitaker,  Olathe,  Kans. 

Owen,  Nettie  Ellen,  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Mary  A.  Smith, 
was  born  in  Floyd  County,  Va.,  Oct.  28,  1889.  She  answered  the 
call  of  her  Savior  and  went  home  on  Sept.  2,  1941,  following  an 
operation  at  the  Leaksville,  N.  C,  hospital.  She  was  married 
on  Sept.  29,  1910,  to  George  Owen  of  Leaksville.  She  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  early  childhood  and  remained  a. 
faithful  Christian  until  death.  She  was  always  interested  and 
active  in  church  work.  Everyone  who  knew  her  loved  and  ad- 
mired her  for  her  quiet  and  unassuming  ways.  She  served  for  a 
number  of  years  as  secretary-treasurer  of  the  ladies'  aid.  She 
loved  good  music  and  always  filled  her  place  in  the  church  choir. 
A  few  days  before  she  died  she  called  for  the  anointing  service, 
at  which  she  gave  herself  entirely  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord. 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  her  father  and  stepmother,  one 
brother  and  one  sister,  also  a  host  of  relatives  and  friends.  Her 
mother,  three  brothers  and  one  sister  preceded  her  in  death.  The 
funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Spray  Church  of  the 
Brethren  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters,  assisted  by  Bro.  Mc- 
Kinley  Coffman  of  Sebring,  Fla.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Over- 
look  cemetery. — Mrs.   Sam  B.   Thomas,  Leaksville,   N.   C. 

Powell,  Harry  S.,  son  of  John  E.  and  Lillie  Showalter  Powell, 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1909,  at  Troutville,  Va.  In  1925  the  family 
moved  to  Wernersville,  Pa.,  where  he  graduated  from  high 
school.  He  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  and  remained  a  member  until  his  death.  He  is  survived 
by  his  parents,  one  sister  and  five  brothers.  He  was  fatally  in- 
jured when  a  truck  sideswiped  his  car.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Lamm  funeral  home  at  Wernersville  by  his  pas- 
tor, Eld.  David  Markey,  assisted  by  Bro.  Stewart  Kauffman. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Pleasant  View  cemetery  at  Sinking 
Springs,  Pa. — John  S.   Showalter,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Schubert,  William,  son  of  Ausmuth  and  Hannah  Grove  Schu- 
bert, was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  10,  1859,  and 
passed  away  Oct.  6,  1941.  On  Nov.  4,  1880,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Mary  Etta  Newcomer,  who  preceded  him  in  death  on 
Jan.  16,  1937.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters; one  son  also  preceded  him  in  death.  In  addition  to  his , 
children  he  is  also  survived  by  twenty-nine  grandchildren  and 
twenty-six  great-grandchildren.  He  lived  his  entire  life  in  the 
community  in  which  he  was  born.  He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  on  Mar.  18,  1878,  and  lived  a  faithful  Christian 
life.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  stricken  with  blindness,  but 
he  bore  it  uncomplainingly.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
Oak  Grove  church,  near  his  home,  and  were  conducted  by  his 
pastor,  Bro.  Glenn  Fruth,  and  the  writer. — H.  V.  Thomas,  Tiffin, 
Ohio. 

Slrietzel,  Lilly  M.,  was  born  near  Urbana,  111.,  April  22,  1879, 
and  passed  away  at  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Oct.  24,  1941.  Her  par- 
ents came  from  Germany,  and  her  early  life  was  spent  on  the 
farm.  Mr.  Strietzel  went  to  North  Dakota  to  homestead.  She 
followed  him,  and  they  were  married  there  in  1902;  they  started 
their  new  home  thirty  miles  northwest  of  Cando,  N.  Dak.     Her 
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background  was  Lutheran,  but  under  the  influence  of  Eld. 
Michael  Blocher  and  wife,  she  and  her  husband  were  baptized 
into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Aug.  11,  1907.  The  Strietzels 
became  leaders  of  the  little  church,  and  frequently  entertained 
the  evangelists  and  missionaries  that  came  that  way.  Her  hus- 
band passed  away  in  1920.  For  several  years  she  lived  at  Rio 
Linda.  Calif.,  and  in  1924  came  to  La  Verne,  where  she  lived, 
with  few  exceptions,  ever  since.  She  is  survived  by  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son:  also  two  grandsons,  two  granddaughters,  four 
sisters  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  Oct.  26 
at  the  Todd  and  Reeves  funeral  home  in  Pomona,  with  Dr.  D.  W. 
Kurtz,  pastor  of  the  La  Verne  church,  in  charge;  committal  was 
made  in  the  Pomona  mausoleum. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La 
Verne,  Calif. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

La  Verne.: — Our  church  is  in  the  midst  of  a  fall  promotion  pro- 
gram; Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz,  the  pastor,  is  bringing  strong  appeals 
from  the  pulpit  and  is  urging  all  church  members  to  bring  their 
neighbors  and  friends  who  do  not  have  a  church  home  to  the 
services.  The  church  laymen's  group  reroofed  the  parsonage  re- 
cently and  is  helping  put  the  roof  on  the  new  house  of  a  brother 
confined  to  the  hospital.  The  Dorcas  clubwomen  are  making 
blouses  and  jackets  along  with  the  other  clothing,  for  Brother 
and  Sister  Herman  Landis  to  take  back  to  Africa  next  spring. 
Weekday  religious  education  classes  are  being  conducted  after 
school  on  Thursdays  for  grammar  school  children  by  Sister  D.  W. 
Shock  and  the  writer,  with  good  attendance.  John  Cullen  was 
installed  yesterday  as  president  of  the  junior  church  league. 
The  women's  work  council,  directed  by  Sister  D.  L.  Forney,  is 
sponsoring  the  sale  of  Sister  Myra  Brooks  Welch's  new  book, 
The  Touch  of  the  Master's  hand.  Mrs.  Forney  was  recently 
elected  as  director  of  this  group.  Under  the  leadership  of  Craw- 
ford Brubaker,  our  Sunday-school  superintendent,  promotion  day 
was  observed  at  a  mass  assembly  on  the  last  Sunday  of  Septem- 
ber. The  women  of  the  church  under  the  auspices  of  the  wom- 
en's work  council,  are  baking  cookies  for  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camp  near  Glendora;  the  Friendship  class  recently  made 
a  substantial  contribution  to  the  recreational  fund  at  this  camp; 
two  of  our  young  men,  Wayne  Hanawalt  and  Dave  Miller,  are 
enrolled  there.  The  aid  society  recently  held  an  extra  all-day 
meeting  to  do  Red  Cross  sewing.  Eld.  J.  S.  Zimmerman  had 
charge  of  the  love  feast  on  Oct.  19. — Grace  Hileman  Miller,  La 
Verne,   Calif.,    Oct.    27. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — On  Oct.  19  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
with  us  Bro.  Oscar  Walton,  pianist,  one-time  worker  in  our 
Chinese  mission  here  in  Los  Angeles,  and  later  a  missionary  to 
China;  and  Bro.  Curtis  Elliott,  violist,  and  also  a  missionary  to 
China.  The  entire  evening  was  given  to  relating  their  experi- 
ences in  China,  and  presenting  several  musical  numbers.  On 
every  Thursday  our  women's  work  has  a  Bible  class  under  our 
very  capable  teacher.  Sister  Delia  Lehmer.  Eighteen  were  pres- 
ent at  our  last  class. — Mrs.  Paul  C.  Hosfeldt,  Los  Angeles,  Calif., 
Oct.    21. 

McFarland. — On  July  21  the  church  met  for  an  ice-cream  social 
on  the  lawn  of  the  parsonage,  at  which  time  the  membership 
surprised  our  pastor  and  wife  with  a  pound  shower.  It  was  at 
this  social  that  our  church  voted  to  purchase  an  electric  organ. 
Our  summer  assembly  held  at  Greenhorn  Mountain  Park  was 
well  attended  by  our  members,  and  on  Aug.  18,  the  first  day  aft- 
er the  assembly,  Bro.  Brightbill  came  to  give  the  dedicatory  ad- 
dress for  our  new  organ.  On  Sept.  23  Bro.  John  Moomaw  was 
re-elected  to  the  office  of  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro. 
Ed  Baker  and  Sister  Jennie  Shick  were  re-elected  to  head  the 
men's  and  women's  work,  respectively.  We  observed  rally  and 
promotion  day  on  Sept.  28.  In  the  evening  we  enjoyed  an  organ 
recital.  While  our  pastor  is  absent  to  meet  with  the  boards  at 
Elgin,  the  pulpit  on  Oct.  26  and  Nov.  2  will  be  filled  by  Sister 
Martha  Shick  and  Bro.  Lawrence  Turner. — Ina  Long  Taylor,  Mc- 
Farland, Calif.,  Oct.  21. 

Modesto. — We  met  in  council  and  elected  officers  for  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Paul 
Studebaker  will  be  our  elder  and  Ezra  Cripe  our  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Our  building  fund  is  growing  nicely  and  we 
feel  sure  that  the  need  for  a  new  church  building  will  be  met 
before  long.  Brother  and  Sister  Studebaker  are  starting  their 
fourth  year's  work  with  us.  Much  good  has  been  accomplished 
for  the  Lord  under  their  able  leadership.  Fifty-three  members 
have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  by  letter  during 
the  past  year.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Oct.  26.  Both 
our  women's  and  men's  groups  have  reorganized.  The  women 
will  sponsor  a  father  and  a  son  banquet  on  Nov.  4.  The  Sunday- 
school  children  gave  a  fine  rally  day  program  on  Oct.  5.  We  will 
have  our  Thanksgiving  dinner  and  program  on  Nov.  18. — Edith 
Bohn,  Modesto,  Calif.,  Oct.  22. 

San  Diego. — At  a  recent  election  Bro.  Charles  Forror  was 
chosen  elder  and  Mrs.  Charles  Forror  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ent. The  president  of  the  aid  society  is  Mrs.  Taylor.  Our  Sun- 
day-school enrollment  is  180.  Anyone  having  relatives  or  friends 
located  in  San  Diego  or  the  vicinity  is  requested  to  send  their 
names  and  addresses  to  Bro.  Charles  Forror,  4114  Swift  Avenue, 


San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  welcome  them  to 
the  San  Diego  church. — Mrs.  Elmer  A.  Gibson,  San  Diego,  Calif., 
Oct.  25. 

Florida 
Winter  Park. — On  Sept.  25  we  met  in  council  and  elected 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  C.  E.  Bower  was  elected 
elder  and  Forrest  Chambers  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The 
president  of  the  Christian  Workers'  society  is  Iva  Bower,  and 
the  director  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  Grace  M.  Shuler.  The  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  are  Iva  Bower  and  Grace  M.  Shuler.  On 
Sept.  9  the  women's  work  elected  officers  and  Iva  Bower  is  the 
president.  Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  2. — Chester 
E.  Shuler,  Winter  Park,  Fla.,  Oct.  22. 

Idaho 
Fruitland. — We  are  now  realizing  a  long-desired  hope  for  a 
better  church  in  which  to  worship.  The  structure  is  being 
lathed  by  volunteer  labor  at  the  present  time.  Much  of  the 
work  has  been  volunteer.  We  are  hoping  to  be  able  to  hold 
services  in  the  new  church  sometime  during  December.  On 
Oct.  12  an  impressive  cornerstone-laying  service  was  held.  A 
white  marble  slab,  a  long-treasured  possession  of  the  church, 
was  used  to  conceal  a  sealed  box  which  contained  a  Bible,  a 
hymnal,  Sunday-school  literature,  the  district  paper,  The  Gos- 
pel Messenger,  the  church  roll,  names  of  officers  and  organiza- 
tions, a  copy  of  the  minutes  which  led  to  the  building  of  the  new 
church  and  a  picture  of  the  old  church.  Among  those  taking  a 
prominent  part  in  the  service  were  Brethren  C.  H.  Deardorff, 
B.  J.  Shank,  H.  G.  Shank,  Samuel  Bollinger,  A.  J.  Ellenberger, 
S.  J.  Kenepp,  E.  J.  Glover  and  Rev.  H.  G.  Luscombe  of  the 
Methodist  church.  Lyle  Brown  led  the  singing.  The  attendance 
of  our  neighboring  churches  and  friends  shows  an  appreciation 
of  the  work  for  the  Lord's  kingdom.  We  trust  we  may  be  better 
able  to  serve  the  community  in  a  more  efficient  manner  through 
our  improved  facilities. — Reina  Jenks,  Fruitland,  Idaho,  Oct.  27. 

Illinois 

Cherry  Grove. — On  Aug.  24  Bro.  Donald  Shideler  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  was  with  us  again  and  gave  another  inspiring  mes- 
sage. His  family  was  with  him  also.  Brother  and  Sister  Lee 
Fry  attended  our  district  meeting  at  Polo,  111.,  as  delegates.  We 
met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  12  with  our  elder,  Bro. 
Merle  Hawbecker,  in  charge.  We  had  a  fine  attendance.  Sun- 
day-school officers  were  elected  for  another  year,  and  Bro.  Lee 
Fry  was  re-elected  superintendent.  Our  Sunday-school  and 
church  attendance  has  been  fine  during  the  summer  and  fall 
months  and  much  interest  has  been  shown  in  our  church  work. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Hawbecker,  held  installation  services  for  the 
teachers  and  new  officers  of  the  Sunday  school  at  the  beginning 
of  our  new  year.  Two  of  our  members,  Brother  and  Sister 
Charles  Shideler,  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary 
on  Oct.  5.  They  held  open  house  in  the  afternoon.  On  Oct.  5 
Lanark  held  their  communion  service  and  a  number  from  here 
attended.  On  Oct.  6  some  of  our  members  were  privileged  to 
attend  the  evangelistic  services  at  Hickory  Grove.  Bro.  Burton 
of  Lena  was  the  evangelist.  Bro.  Leland  Brubaker  and  family 
of  Elgin,  111.,  were  with  us  on  Oct.  12  and  Bro.  Brubaker  gave  us 
a  splendid  forceful  message.  The  teachers  and  officers  of  the 
Sunday  school  met  on  Oct.  21  at  our  pastor's  home  and  dis- 
cussed plans  for  the  betterment  of  our  Sunday  school  for  the 
coming  year.  On  Oct.  26  we  observed  rally  day  with  114  pres- 
ent. A  splendid  program  was  rendered  for  the  morning  service. 
Bro.  Merle  Sweitzer  is  home  from  the  army  service  and  we  wel- 
come him  with  us  again.  Missionary  day  will  be  observed  in  the 
latter  part  of  November;  we  are  looking  forward  to  it. — Pearl 
Puterbaugh,  Lanark,  111.,  Oct.  29. 

Virden. — Our  very  inspirational  revival  meetings  came  to  a 
close  on  Oct.  5.  Bro.  J.  Oscar  Winger  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
was  the  evangelist.  Nine  were  baptized  on  Oct.  6  as  a  result  of 
the  meetings.  We  had  a  very  good  representation  at  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  12.  Bro.  H.  C.  Albright  of  Decatur,  111.,  presided 
over   the  meeting. — Velma   Hamilton,   Virden,   111.,    Oct.   22. 

Indiana 

Buffalo. — On  Sept.  14  our  church  school  re-organized  with  Bro. 
Loren  Ezra  as  general  superintendent.  At  a  council  meeting  on 
Sept.  15,  presided  over  by  our  retiring  elder,  Bro.  T.  A.  Shively, 
our  pastor,  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt,  was  chosen  elder  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Other  officers  were  elected  for  the  new  year.  Our  pastor 
conducted  an  installation  service  on  Sept.  28  for  all  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers.  We  had  our  rally  day  and 
home-coming  on  the  first  Sunday  of  October.  The  new  high 
school  principal,  Bro.  Albert  Harshbarger,  gave  the  rally  day 
sermon  and  the  home-coming  address.  A  large  and  appreciative 
audience  was  present  for  both  sermons.  Last  Sunday  morning, 
in  the  absence  of  our  pastor,  who  is  holding  a  revival  meeting  in 
the  Santa  Fe  church,  Bro.  Leo  Vanscoyk  ably  filled  the  pulpit. 
In  the  evening  a  short  temperance  program  preceded  a  talk  given 
by  Bro.  Vanscoyk.  Two  of  our  young  ladies  attended  the  young 
people's  camp  at  Camp  Mack.  The  women  have  sponsored  dif- 
ferent projects  during  the  summer  by  which  quite  a  large  sum 
of  money  was  made  to  be  used  in  the  remodeling  of  our  church. 
—Lottie  Hirt,  Monticello,   Ind.,   Oct.  21. 

Fairview. — We  held  our  annual  communion  service  on  Oct.  11 
with  a  good  attendance  of  our  members  and  of  ministers  from 
adjoining  congregations.     We  were  especially  encouraged  to  see 
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some  of  our  members  present  who  live  at  a  great  distance  from 
here.  The  ministers  present  were  our  elder,  Bro.  Robert  Sink 
of  Rossville,  and  Brethren  Jerry  and  David  Barnhart  of  Pyrmont, 
Ellis  Wagoner  of  the  White  church  and  Charles  Hylton  of  Ross- 
ville. Eld.  Wagoner  officiated.  On  the  following  day  we  ob- 
served the  custom  of  having  an  all-day  harvest  meeting  with  a 
good  attendance.  Eld.  John  Smeltzer,  pastor  of  the  Wabash 
City  church,  gave  an  inspiring  and  powerful  message  in  the  fore- 
noon. At  the  close  an  offering  was  taken  which  amounted  to 
$50.40,  to  be  used  for  mission  work  in  our  home  district.  Dinner 
was  served  in  the  basement  of  our  church.  In  the  afternoon  an 
interesting  program  was  given  in  readings,  songs  and  recita- 
tions. Bro.  Koven  Smith  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  gave  us  an  excellent 
sermon  on  The  Golden  Text  of  the  Bible  in  the  afternoon  pro- 
gram.—Lulu  E.  Root,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  Oct.  28. 

Mexico. — On  Sept.  28  a  short  installation  service  was  con- 
ducted by  our  elder,  Bro.  Harley  Fisher.  Our  revival  meeting 
closed  on  Oct.  19.  Bro.  J.  W.  Fidler  was  the  evangelist.  His 
sermons  were  inspirational  and  instructive  to  all.  As  a  result  of 
these  meetings  thirteen  were  baptized,  one  was  received  by  for- 
mer baptism  and  one  was  reinstated.  Two  others  were  baptized 
before  the  meetings.  Sister  Iris  Stockdale  led  the  singing.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  20  with  230  surrounding  the  Lord's 
table.  Bro.  Edward  Kintner  officiated.  The  ladies'  aid  meets 
every  two  weeks  all  day  for  quilting  and  sewing.  Sister  Effie 
Keyes  was  re-elected  president  at  our  last  election.  Our  ladies' 
aid  entertained  the  Pipe  Creek  aid  on  Sept.  24  at  an  all-day 
meeting.  The  day  was  spent  in  quilting  and  sewing.  In  the 
afternoon  the  Pipe  Creek  ladies  gave  a  program.  We  all  enjoyed 
the  fellowship  meal  together  at  the  noon  hour.  There  were  fifty- 
one  present.  Several  of  our  number  attended  the  district  meet- 
ing at  Monticello. — Mrs.  Ernest  Fisher,  Peru,  Ind.,   Oct.  27. 

Peru. — The  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  considered  the 
best  ever  held  in  our  church.  The  women  have  been  sewing 
for  the  Red  Cross  and  canned  several  quarts  of  fruit  and  vege- 
tables for  Bethany  Hospital.  Our  men's  organization  is  actively 
engaged  in  lawn  improvement  work  and  a  special  financial  pro- 
gram. President  Schwalm  of  Manchester  College  gave  an  in- 
spiring sermon  at  the  last  of  our  city  union  meetings.  On  Sept.  7 
the  election  of  Bible  school  teachers  was  held  and  installation 
services  were  held  on  Sept.  21.  On  the  evening  of  Sept.  14  pic- 
tures were  shown  of  The  Church  at  Work.  Dr.  E.  Lee  Burrous 
is  our  newly  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  year. 
Sister  Burrous  and  Sister  William  Bittel  represented  the  church 
at  district  meeting  at  Monticello.  Their  reports  were  given  on 
Oct.  19.  The  members  of  our  choir  are  co-operating  with  the 
choir  of  the  local  United  Brethren  church  in  the  presentation  of 
a  cantata,  The  Music  of  Christmas,  to  be  given  at  the  United 
Brethren  church  previous  to  Christmas.  Our  church  will  ob- 
serve communion  on  Nov.  6  at  7:30  p.  m.  We  cordially  invite 
visiting  members. — Daisy  Peters,  Peru,  Ind.,  Oct.  21. 

Spring  Creek. — At  our  quarterly  business  meeting  Sunday- 
school  officers  for  the  year  beginning  Oct.  1  were  elected.  Bro. 
Wilbur  Rusher  was  chosen  general  superintendent.  Delegates 
to  represent  us  at  district  meeting  are  Sisters  Agnes  Warner  and 
Clara  Heckman.  During  the  summer  Brethren  Bruce  Woods, 
Ira  Frantz  and  Charles  Morris  were  our  guest  speakers.  On 
Sept.  28  Bro.  Simmons  and  his  son  and  daughter  from  Covington, 
Ohio,  rendered  a  program  of  sacred  music.  Bro.  A.  W.  Cordier 
gave  two  splendid  addresses  at  our  home-coming  service.  Com- 
mittees have  been  appointed  to  make  plans  for  our  revival  meet- 
ings and  the  Thanksgiving  family  day. — Mrs.  George  Wirth, 
South   Whitley,   Ind.,   Oct.  25. 

Union  Cenier. — We  held  our  council  meeting  on  Sept.  12.  Bro. 
David  Miller  was  re-elected  elder  and  Howard  Slabaugh  was 
chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  church  officers  and 
Sunday-school  teachers  were  installed  on  rally  day  Sunday.  Bro. 
Frank  Kreider  preached  the  sermon.  In  the  evening  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  had  their  installation  service  with  Bro.  Raymond  Hoover 
from  New  Paris  giving  the  sermon.  The  annual  Northern  Indi- 
ana district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  conference  was  held  at  our  church  on 
Oct.  11,  12.  The  conference  opened  on  Saturday  afternoon  with 
a  talk  by  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm,  president  of  Manchester  College. 
A  few  of  the  other  leaders  were:  Brethren  Russell  Sherman, 
Eldon  Evans,  and  Raymond  Peters,  national  young  people's  di- 
rector. The  ladies  of  the  church  served  the  meals.  The  young 
people  of  the  district  gave  a  play  entitled  The  Unlighted  Cross. 
The  goal  of  $1,350  was  reached  for  the  Youth  Serves  project.  On 
Sunday  afternoon  there  was  a  short  service  for  the  young  men  in 
Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Eight  of  these  men  were  at  the 
conference.  After  the  evening  service  the  new  district  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  officers  were  installed  by  a  candlelighting  service  with  500 
young  people  taking  part.  Our  communion  services  will  be  held 
Oct.  25,  and  our  revival  meeting  Dec.  1-14  with  Bro.  Ray  Shank 
as  evangelist. — Glenna  Blosser,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Oct.  19. 

West  Goshen. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  2  with  Bro.  Foster 
Berkey  presiding.  Brother  and  Sister  William  Brubaker  met 
with  us.  The  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro. 
M.  D.  Stutsman  is  our  elder  and  Glen  Cripe  the  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  The  president  of  the  Christian  Workers'  de- 
partment is  Chester  Edwards.  On  Oct.  21  we  met  in  council  with 
Bro.  M.  D.  Stutsman  presiding.  Eld.  J.  Harvey  Schrock  and 
family  have  moved  into  our  midst  and  their  letters  were  re- 
ceived; five  letters  were  also  granted.  Financial  reports  for  the 
past  year  were  given  on  Aug.  31.     Sister  Velma  Ober  spoke  and 


showed  pictures  on  her  work  in  China.  This  meeting  was  spon- 
sored by  the  missionary  society.  On  Sept.  7  F.  W.  Lough,  who 
is  associate  editor  of  the  Clean  Life  Educator,  spoke.  On  Sept.  14 
we  had  an  all-day  harvest  meeting  with  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh 
speaking.  On  Oct.  12  the  men  of  the  church  reorganized  with 
Bro.  Earl  Lantz  as  president.  Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  spoke  at  this 
meeting.  On  Oct.  19  Bro.  Eldon  Evans  of  New  Paris,  Ind., 
spoke;  this  service  was  sponsored  by  the  ladies'  Bible  class.  At 
the  missionary  meeting  on  Oct.  23  Miss  Stella  Meeker,  a  Bible 
teacher  in  the  school  at  Goshen,  spoke.  We  are  looking  forward 
to  our  evangelistic  meetings  which  will  begin  Dec.  8  with  Bro. 
Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  as  evangelist. — Mina  Gan- 
ger, Goshen,   Ind.,  Oct.  29. 

White. — We  met  in  annual  council  meeting  on  Sept.  28  and 
elected  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  Ellis  Wagoner  was  elected  elder.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Paul 
Wronk  gave  us  a  fine  lecture  on  The  Old  Covenants.  Three  let- 
ters have  been  granted  and  one  received.  On  Oct.  22  we  organ- 
ized a  ladies'  aid  society.  Our  fall  communion  was  held  on 
Oct.   18.— Robert  Luper,   Darlington,   Ind.,   Oct.   26. 

Iowa 

Dallas  Cenier. — On  Sept.  28  the  elementary  department  of  the 
Sunday  school  gave  an  effective  promotion  program.  A  re- 
cording of  the  Royer  children's  voices — Ralph  reciting  the  Twen- 
ty-third Psalm  and  Nora  Ann  singing  God  Bless  America,  after 
each  had  first  greeted  their  parents — was  a  part  of  the  program. 
The  record  was  then  sent  to  their  parents,  Harold  and  Gladys 
Royer,  in  the  Africa  mission  field.  A  consecration  and  installa- 
tion service  followed.  A  good  attendance  and  an  increase  in 
missionary  giving  have  followed  the  beginning  of  the  new  year. 
The  director  of  women's  work,  Sister  Nora  Rhodes,  with  the 
heads  of  the  women's  work  departments,  met  and  planned  the 
program  for  the  coming  year.  Booklets  were  made  for  each 
participant.  The  aid  society,  with  Hazel  Rowe  as  president,  is 
meeting  every  Thursday  to  quilt  and  make  plans  for  a  bazaar  to 
be  held  later.  A  potluck  dinner  and  a  devotional  service  are 
held  at  each  meeting.  Usually  some  of  the  husbands  and  fathers 
enjoy  the  dinner  hour  with  us.  Flo  Nissley  is  president  of  the 
women's  missionary  society,  which  meets  each  third  Friday  aft- 
ernoon fof  study.  We  use  the  lessons  as  outlined  by  the  National 
Council  of  Women's  Work;  much  interest  is  shown  in  these  ses- 
sions. We  are  using  the  mite  boxes.  Kurtis  Naylor  gave  us  a 
stirring  message  on  Oct.  23.  A  number  of  our  sisters  are  active 
in  the  local  and  county  W.  C.  T.  U.  This  year's  county  conven- 
tion was  held  in  our  church.  The  adult  Sunday  evening  discus- 
sion group  with  Bro.  Fleishman  as  leader  is  studying  the  Book 
of  Esther.  Our  communion  service,  with  Eld.  Oscar  Diehl  in 
charge,  was  held  on  Oct.  26  with  most  of  the  members  present. 
Among  those  unable  to  be  with  us  in  recent  years  is  Sister  Rowe; 
and  conspicuously  absent  was  Eld.  C.  B.  Rowe,  whose  active 
service  ended  last  month.  His  has  been  the  fourth  death  in  our 
congregation  this  year.  One  of  our  young  people  is  attending 
McPherson  College.  Our  church  co-operated  with  others  in  giv- 
ing a  program  of  welcome  and  appreciation  to  our  public  school 
faculty  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year.  We  commend  our 
Christian  superintendent  and  his  helpers  in  their  stand  for  the 
right. — Maul  L.  Moser,  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,   Oct.  28. 

Kingsley. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  28.  Bro. 
H.  H.  Wingert  was  again  chosen  as  elder  and  Bro.  Walter  Karlson 
as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  church  authorized  the 
ministerial  committee  to  see  what  could  be  done  about  obtain- 
ing a  full-time  pastor.  A  large  number  of  our  people  attended 
the  district  meeting  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  Aug.  22-25.  Several  of  our 
young  people  attended  camp  and  reported  an  enjoyable  time. 
Bro.  Lyle  Albright  of  Grundy  Center  served  us  again  as  summer 
pastor,  this  being  his  second  summer  with  us.  He  left  the  first 
of  September  to  take  up  his  last  year's  work  at  McPherson  Col- 
lege.— Mrs.   Claire  Wingert,   Remsen,   Iowa,   Oct.   24. 

Ml.  Etna. — Late  in  the  summer  the  men's  work  group  built  new 
cement  steps  and  put  in  a  new  door  leading  from  the  outside 
into  the  basement,  an  improvement  very  much  needed.  On 
Sept.  21  Bro.  Glen  R.  Montz  of  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  began  a  two 
weeks'  revival  meeting.  He  was  assisted  by  our  pastor,  Bro. 
Harry  K.  Rogers.  These  were  spiritual  and  uplifting  meetingSj 
and  five  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter. 
Our  love  feast  was  to  be  held  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  but 
because  of  the  bad  weather  it  was  postponed  a  week  and  was 
held  on  Oct.  12.  On  Oct.  17  our  council  meeting  was  held  to 
elect  new  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  six  months. 
William  Hickcox  was  elected  superintendent. — Laura  Hickcox, 
Corning,  Iowa,  Oct.  26. 

Union  Ridge. — On  Aug.  31  our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
gave  fine  reports  of  the  meetings.  Five  from  here  attended.  Im- 
mediately following  this,  Bro.  C.  E.  Schrock  of  Newton,  Kans., 
gave  an  inspiring  message.  On  Sept.  12  our  business  meeting  was 
held  and  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  Eld.  E.  E.  France  presided  at  the  meeting.  Bro.  Lesley 
Minnier  was  elected  superintendent.  The  women's  work  meet- 
ing of  the  five  adjoining  churches  was  held  at  our  church  on 
Sept.  23.  We  had  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  12.  On  Oct.  16  our 
ladies'  aid  had  their  bazaar  and  chicken  supper  in  the  church 
basement.  The  sum  of  $30  was  raised.  The  time  for  our  harvest 
meeting  is  Nov.  23.  A  program  is  being  prepared  for  the  fore- 
noon and   afternoon.     We  extend   a  hearty  welcome  to   all  who 
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can  come.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  active  during  the  summer 
months.  One  of  our  boys  has  been  discharged  from  Camp  Mag- 
nolia, and  one  will  be  leaving  in  November  for  service  at  Camp 
Stronach,  Mich.  Letters  of  appreciation  written  by  various 
members  of  Camp  Magnolia  were  read  at  the  church  service  re- 
cently. They  were  in  behalf  of  the  newly  purchased  washing 
machine  and  mangle  which  the  Northern  District  of  Iowa  pro- 
vided for  camp  use. — Mrs.  J.  R.  Allen,  Dumont,  Iowa,  Oct.  28. 

Kansas 

Independence. — A  farewell  party  was  given  for  Sister  J.  L. 
Amos,  who  is  moving  to  North  Vernon,  Ind.  The  men  of  the 
church  have  been  spending  their  spare  time  in  painting  and  re- 
pairing the  windows  of  the  church.  The  Anta  Cant  Sunday- 
school  class  sponsored  a  chicken  dinner,  the  proceeds  of  which 
went  to  finish  paying  the  furniture  bill  for  the  parsonage.  We 
enjoyed  a  visit  from  Sister  Lon  Leslie  and  her  two  daughters  of 
Chicago,  111.  Two  of  our  members  have  moved  away,  and  we 
have  received  one  by  letter.  The  Anta  Cant  class  has  held  two 
prayer  meetings  at  the  homes  of  shut-in  members  and  friends  in 
the  last  month.  Our  pastor  and  his  wife,  with  four  other  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  attended  the  love  feast  at  Bartlesville,  Okla., 
on  Oct.  10,  and  on  Oct.  15  Bro.  George  Eller  and  wife  from 
Dewey,  Okla.,  and  five  members  from  the  Bartlesville  church,  at- 
tended our  love  feast.  Several  of  our  members  attended  the  dis- 
trict meeting  held  at  the  Gravel  Hill  church.  In  the  absence  of 
our  pastor  at  district  meeting  Sister  Wooten  of  the  Friends 
church  delivered  the  message  on  Sunday  morning. — W.  E.  Bur- 
roughs,  Independence,   Kans.,  Oct.   27. 

White  Rock. — Our  church  held  its  council  meeting  on  Sept.  16 
with  Bro.  O.  S.  Switzer  presiding.  Bro.  Hartsough  of  Belleville 
was  chosen  elder.  Velma  Bothwell  is  president  of  our  ladies' 
aid  society.  Our  number  is  small,  but  we  are  trying  to  do  our 
part  to  build  up  the  kingdom  of  the  Master.  The  Methodist 
church  and  our  church  have  been  together  for  ten  years  and  we 
have  had  a  Methodist  pastor,  but  this  year  we  have  no  pastor. 
The  committee  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who  would 
he  interested  in  filling  our  pulpit. — Lena  Switzer,  Webber,  Kans., 
Oct.  23. 

Maryland 

Beaver  Creek. — On  Sept.  20  we  met  in  fall  council  with  Bro. 
S.  F.  Spitzer  presiding.  At  this  time  Bro.  Roy  K.  Miller  was 
•elected  our  elder  for  the  coming  year  and  Joe  Grossnickle  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  Mabel  Valentine  was  elected  pres- 
ident and  Mrs.  Catherine  Valentine  adult  adviser  for  the  young 
people's  organization.  We  have  preaching  services  every  Sun- 
day morning  in  our  church.  There  have  been  some  improve- 
ments made  on  the  church  grounds.  The  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters meet  once  a  month  for  their  meetings.  They  plan  to  do 
some  quilting  during  the  winter  months.  The  young  people 
have  been  giving  musical  numbers  at  different  churches.  They 
are  planning  to  have  a  program  every  Sunday  night. — Mabel 
Valentine,   Boonsboro,  Md.,   Oct.   16. 

Frederick. — On  Aug.  17  Bro.  Berkley  O.  Bowman  filled  our  pul- 
pit during  the  absence  of  Pastor  Shober,  who  was  conducting  an 
evangelistic  service  at  the  Sams  Creek  church.  Thirteen  of  our 
members  attended  the  Southeastern  regional  conference  held  at 
Bridgewater,  Va.  At  this  conference  Pastor  Shober  was  elected 
to  the  regional  advisory  camp  board  for  three  years  and  John 
W.  Wolfe  was  elected  regional  director  of  men's  work.  On  Aug. 
31  Bro.  Norman  Ford  preached  at  our  morning  service.  Thirteen 
of  our  children's  workers  attended  the  district  children  workers' 
conference  at  Westminster  on  Sept.  14.  On  this  same  date  the 
Sunday  school  elected  its  officers  and  teachers.  Harry  B.  Grove 
■was  again  elected  superintendent.  Our  women's  work  organi- 
zation re-elected  Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Shober  as  president.  The  men's 
work  has  elected  G.  Elmer  Brengle  as  its  president.  On  Sept.  19 
our  semiannual  council  was  held  with  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  H.  Hol- 
linger  of  Washington,  D.  C,  presiding.  Financial  and  activity 
reports  were  given  by  the  various  organizations,  and  our  pastor 
■  gave  his  annual  report.  There  was  also  an  election  of  officers. 
Bro.  Hollinger  was  retained  as  elder.  On  Sept.  25  about  twenty 
members  and  friends  of  the  junior  aid  society  held  their  monthly 
meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C,  with  a  former  member,  Mrs. 
Grant  Poole.  On  Sept.  28  a  special  service  was  held  for  the  in- 
stallation of  church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  A  group  of 
young  people  attended  the  round  table  at  the  First  church  in 
Baltimore,  Md.  The  evening  sermon  was  given  by  Rev.  John 
Fisher  of  the  United  Brethren  church  of  Walkersville,  Md.  On 
Oct.  5  we  observed  the  fifty-fifth  anniversary  of  our  church. 
Bro.  Marshall  Wolfe  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  a  former  elder,  was  the 
speaker.  Following  the  sermon  there  was  a  roll  call  of  Sunday- 
school  classes  and  organizations,  each  responding  with  a  contri- 
bution resulting  in  more  than  enough  to  cancel  our  building  debt 
incurred  five  years  ago.  The  surplus  will  be  used  for  further  im- 
provements in  the  future.  The  evening  service  consisted  of  a 
music  festival  by  the  young  people's  choir  of  the  Creagerstown 
Lutheran  church.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  then  presented  a  one-act  play 
entitled  The  Years  Ahead,  directed  by  Robert  Firor.  On  Oct.  16 
we  held  our  workers'  conference  supper  with  Bro.  A.  Stauffer 
Curry  as  guest  speaker.  On  Oct.  22  we  began  our  training  for 
service  class.  On  Oct.  26  a  special  church  workers'  recognition 
service  was  held  honoring  the  Sunday-school  teachers  and  offi- 
cers who  were  in  attendance  with  their  classes.  The  address  was 
given  by  Bro.  Chester  I.  Harley,  district  field  worker. — Mrs.  John 
W.  Wolfe,  Frederick,  Md.,  Oct.  26. 


Green  Hill. — We  are  happy  to  report  that  our  elder,  Bro.  W.  K. 
Mahan,  is  rapidly  improving  from  illness;  he  is  at  McCredy's  hos- 
pital in  Crisfield,  Md.  Our  home-coming  was  held  on  Aug.  17 
with  a  good  attendance.  Our  church  met  in  council  on  Oct.  5 
to  elect  church  and  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Bro.  W.  K.  Mahan,  who  has  served  the  church  as  elder  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  re-elected  and  Bro.  Clarence  Hartman  was 
chosen  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  evangelistic  meet- 
ings were  conducted  by  Bro.  N.  J.  Miller  of  Denton,  Md.,  Oct.  5- 
18.  His  sermons  were  soul-stirring,  and  six  were  baptized.  Fifty- 
five  took  part  in  our  love  feast.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  reorganized  and 
re-elected  Martin  Eby  as  president  and  Clarence  Hartman  as 
adult  adviser.  Our  offering  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  goes 
for  Civilian   Service. — Anna  Bowe,  Westover,   Md.,   Oct.   28. 

Michigan 

Buchanan. — On  Oct.  5  our  officers  of  the  new  year  were  in- 
stalled at  the  Buchanan  church.  Sister  Grace  Weaver  was 
elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  Ira  Long  is  our 
pastor;  we  welcome  him  and  his  wife  into  our  midst  and  pray 
God's  blessing  upon  them.  The  ladies'  aid,  under  supervision  of 
Sister  Gladys  Hagley,  is  accomplishing  much  good  work. 
Through  their  efforts  the  church  received  a  new  coat  of  paint  on 
the  outside  and  in  the  basement,  and  new  sidewalk  in  front  of 
the  church.  Now  we  are  working  to  redecorate  our  church  in  the 
near  future  and  also  have  started  a  building  fund  to  be  used  for 
a  new  parsonage.  We  are  planning  and  working  to  do  greater 
things  in  God's  kingdom  during  the  coming  year  than  we  have 
in  the  past. — Grace  Weaver,  Buchanan,  Mich.,  Oct.  28. 

Michigan 

Crystal. — At  a  business  meeting  held  on  Sept.  24  we  elected 
our  church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Bro.  J.  F.  Sherrick  was 
chosen  elder  and  Sarah  Rose  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Several  from  here  attended  the  district  meeting  at  Marilla.  Bro. 
Ernest  Johnson  very  ably  served  our  church  this  summer  as 
pastor.  He  returned  to  Bethany  Seminary  this  fall.  Brethren 
from  neighboring  churches  have  been  preaching  for  us  on  Sun- 
days. We  are  very  grateful  to  them  for  their  help.  We  'would 
be  glad  to  get  in  touch  with  some  brother  who  would  like  to 
farm  and  give  some  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  church.  We 
have  decided  to  hold  our  communion  services  on  Nov.  9,  begin- 
ning at  10:30  a.  m.,  with  basket  dinner  at  noon. — Sarah  Rose, 
Vestaburg.    Mich.,    Oct.    20. 

Detroit. — Vacation  time  is  over  and  the  members  here  are 
taking  up  their  duties  with  new  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  The  men's 
group  sponsored  a  church  picnic  on  July  27.  We  had  our  an- 
niversary dinner  on  Sept.  19.  Bro.  H.  F.  Richards  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  was  the  speaker.  At  this  meeting  the  regular  elec- 
tion of  church  officers  for  the  coming  year  was  held.  Bro.  J.  P. 
Guthrie,  who  had  been  our  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
twenty-four  years,  retired.  This  is  a  commendable  record  and 
one  of  which  the  church  and  Bro.  Guthrie  can  be  proud.  The 
Sunday  school  presented  Bro.  Guthrie  with  a  lovely  Bible.  Bro. 
Eugene  Butler  was  elected  superintendent  for  the  coming  year. 
Sept.  28  was  promotion  day  in  the  Sunday  school.  A  fine  pro- 
gram was  arranged  by  the  departmental  superintendents.  An 
installation  service  for  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  was 
held.  Our  church  observed  world-wide  communion  on  Oct.  5. 
On  Oct.  12  Kenneth  Gordon,  one  of  our  young  men  who  was 
home  on  furlough  from  Fort  Ord,  Calif.,  gave  an  interesting 
talk  describing  his  experiences  in  camp.  On  Oct.  19  our  church, 
together  with  neighboring  churches,  entertained  a  group  of  sailor 
boys  who  are  in  training  at  the  armory  near  here.  The  boys 
attended  the  morning  church  service  and  were  afterward  en- 
tertained in  our  homes.  Mrs.  Harvey  Yost  is  the  new  president 
of  the  council  of  church  women.  The  year's  program  has  been 
arranged  and  we  are  in  the  process  of  having  program  booklets 
printed.  A  birthday  tea  was  held  on  Oct.  2  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Ralph  Kay.  The  council  sponsors  the  fall  festival  to  be  held  on 
Oct.  24.  All  proceeds  from  this  go  to  the  work  of  the  church. 
Scott  Troutman  is  president  of  the  men's  brotherhood.  The 
father  and  son  banquet  will  be  held  in  November.  We  welcome 
back  into  our  fellowship  Brother  and  Sister  John  P.  Bowman, 
who  have  spent  the  last  few  years  at  Frederick,  Md.  We  invite 
members  who  are  new  in  the  city  to  attend  our  services.  The 
church  is  located  at  E.  Lafayette  and  Seyburn  Avenues.  Rev. 
Harvey  Hostetler  lives  near  the  church  at  1778  Seyburn.  On 
Oct.  26  the  Brethren  young  people  of  Flint  and  Pontiac  will  join 
with  the  Detroit  young  people  in  a  union  meeting. — Mrs.  Walter 
K.  Gordon,  Detroit,  Mich.,  Oct.  22. 

Minnesota 

Hancock. — Bro.  Joshua  Schechter  of  Worthington  was  here 
Oct.  20-22.  We  had  two  interesting  sermons  on  the  first  two 
evenings  and  on  Tuesday  evening  we  held  our  council  meeting. 
Most  of  our  old  officers  were  retained.  Bro.  Schechter  was 
elected  for  our  elder.  We  had  our  love  feast  on  Wednesday 
evening  with  seventeen  present.  Some  of  the  women  from  here 
attended  the  women's  work  conference  at  Worthington.  Mrs. 
E.  G.  Hoff  of  Elgin,  111.,  was  the  leader.— Mrs.  Gilbert  L.  Dage, 
Hancock,   Minn.,    Oct.   28. 

Worthington. — Sister  Martha  Keller  conducted  a  series  of  evan- 
gelistic meetings  in  our  church  beginning  on  Oct.  5  and  closing 
with  the  communion  service  on  Oct.  19.  Her  sermons  were  in- 
spirational   and    instructive    and    the    church    membership    was 
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strengthened  by  her  efforts.  The  praise  service  and  a  story  hour 
for  the  children  were  led  by  Mrs.  Russel  Fowler.  Six  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.  On  Oct.  5  our  Sunday  school 
observed  rally  day.  A  program  was  given,  followed  by  a  talk  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Sunday-school  teacher.  Mrs.  Everett 
Smith  of  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  was  our  guest  speaker. — Mrs.  H.  H. 
Hauenstein,   Reading,   Minn.,   Oct.    23. 

Missouri 

Warrensburg. — We  held  our  annual  love  feast  on  Oct.  25  with 
sixty-two  members  communing.  The  services  were  conducted 
by  Glen  I.  Rummel  of  Leeton,  Mo.,  assisted  by  Elders  James  M. 
Mohler  and  E.  A.  Markey.  One  was  baptized  recently  and,  with 
several  other  new  members,  communed  for  the  first  time.  We 
have  a  splendid  group  of  young  people  in  our  congregation. — 
Grace  S.  Greim,  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  Oct.  27. 

North  Carolina 
Spray. — We  enjoyed  a  very  spiritual  revival  during  the  last 
week  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September  with  B-ro.  Mc- 
Kinley  Coffman  of  Sebring,  Fla.,  as  the  evangelist.  Seventeen 
were  baptized  as  a  result  of  these  meetings.  A  large  number  en- 
joyed o,ur  love  feast  on  Sept.  27.  Bro.  J.  A.  Naff,  our  elder,  and 
Bro.  I.  D.  Hoy  of  Boone  Mill,  Va.,  were  with  us.  In  the  absence 
of  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  W.  Peters,  we  have  been  favored  recently 
with  out-of-town  speakers.  Our  attendance  and  interest  were 
very  fine  during  the  summer  months.  The  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers and  teachers  began  the  year's  work  on  Oct.  5.  We  are  hop- 
ing for  a  more  successful  Sunday-school  year  than  we  had  be- 
fore. A  piano  has  been  bought  for  the  basement. — Mrs.  Sam  B. 
Thomas,  Leaksville,  N.   C,   Oct.  27. 

Ohio 

Fosloria. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  business  meeting  with 
Eld.  George  W.  Garner  presiding.  Reports  of  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  church  and  Sunday  school  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. By  a  unanimous  vote  Bro.  Conrad  Snavely  was  in- 
stalled to  the  full  ministry  by  members  of  the  district  ministerial 
board,  Brethren  J.  A.  Guthrie  and  Reuben  Boomershine.  Bro. 
Conrad  has  again  returned  to  Manchester  College.  During  the 
week  of  Sept.  28 — Oct.  3  Bro.  Kahle  presented  his  lectures  on 
The  Christ  Approach  to  Money  Management.  These  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  much  interest  was  shown.  We  have 
started  the  Sunday-school  year  with  Brethren  Fred  M.  Bucking- 
ham and  Dean  Powell  as  superintendents. — J.  C.  Warstler,  Fos- 
toria,   Ohio,   Oct.   20. 

Marble  Furnace. — Our  regular  council  was  held  in  September. 
Some  very  good  reports  were  given  and  the  church  was  found 
to  be  in  good  financial  condition.  Church  officers  were  elected 
for  the  coming  year.  Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  in 
July  with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Paul  Wright,  as  director.  He  was  as- 
sisted by  three  young  ladies  who  did  some  wonderful  work  with 
the  youngsters.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  twenty-seven.  At 
the  close  a  very  good  program  was  presented.  A  two  weeks'  re- 
vival was  held  in  August  with  Eld.  Otho  Winger  as  our  evange- 
list. He  brought  messages  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  Three 
young  people  were  baptized  into  the  church,  one  of  whom  is 
now  in  Manchester  College.  Our  young  people  entertained  the 
Southern  Ohio  B.  Y.  P.  D.  circuit  rally  in  August.  On  Oct.  5  the 
Bear  Creek  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave  us  a  fine  program  which  consisted 
of  music  and  a  play,  The  Color  Line.  The  ladies'  aid  is  having 
regular  monthly  meetings;  at  this  time  they  are  doing  some 
quilting.  Electric  lights  have  been  installed  and  paid  for  by  the 
church.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  completion  of  the 
R.  E.  A.,  when  we  can  put  our  lights  into  use.  Our  church  and 
Sunday-school  attendance  is  very  good  considering  the  fact  that 
many  have  moved  away.  We  are  hoping  that  others  will  start 
attending  our  services. — Fanny  Keplinger,  Peebles,  Ohio,  Oct.  20. 

New  Philadelphia. — Bro.  E.  E.  Stucky  has  been  re-elected  as 
our  general  Sunday-school  superintendent.  At  our  business 
meeting  the  church  voted  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  the 
financial  program  of  the  church,  beginning  Oct.  1.  Out  of  appre- 
ciation for  the  help  rendered  by  the  churches  of  Northeastern 
Ohio  through  the  district  mission  board,  Sept.  28  was  set  aside  as 
district  recognition  and  home-coming  day.  This  was  a  very  en- 
joyable day  with  a  fellowship  luncheon  at  the  noon  hour,  and 
members  of  the  mission  board  participating  in  the  services  both 
in  the  morning  and  afternoon.  At  this  time  the  retiring  chair- 
man of  the  board  expressed  earnest  hopes  for  the  work  of  the 
future,  and  formally  withdrew  the  supervision  of  the  board  and 
presented  the  property  deeds  to  a  representative  of  the  local 
church.  At  their  suggestion  a  presiding  elder  was  elected;  he 
is  Bro.  A.  H.  Miller,  our  pastor.  Due  to  the  illness  of  Bro.  J.  O. 
Winger,  who  was  to  be  our  evangelist  this  year,  the  pastor  was 
asked  to  conduct  a  week  of  services  beginning  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  28  and  continuing  for  one  week,  closing  with  a  love  feast 
on  Oct.  5.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings  two  were  received  into 
church  fellowship  by  baptism.  During  the  month  of  September 
the  basement  of  the  church  was  redecorated  and  the  entire 
church  renovated. — Emma  E.  Miller,  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio, 
Oct.  24. 

Olivet. — The  intermediate  and  young  people's  camps  were  at- 
tended by  one  boy  and  three  girls  from  this  church.  The  church 
cabinet  met  on  July  29.  From  Aug.  3-17  Bro.  J.  D.  Reber  of 
Cleveland  held  a  preaching  mission  here.  Each  message  was 
stimulating  and  inspiring.  The  morale  of  the  community  was 
raised  to  a  high  degree,  and  the  truths  set  forth  will  not  soon 


be  forgotten.  Six  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
Several  of  our  boys  have  been  called  to  camps.  The  annual 
church  election  was  held  on  Aug.  24.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  or- 
ganized and  is  meeting  every  Sunday  evening.  On  Sept.  21  we 
held  our  annual  harvest  home  service.  This  was  followed  by  a 
basket  lunch  at  the  noon  hour  and  a  council  meeting  in  the  aft- 
ernoon, at  which  time  the  budget  for  the  ensuing  year  was  read 
and  adopted,  the  election  of  Sunday-school  officers  was  held 
and  all  yearly  reports  were  read  and  adopted.  During  the  past 
year  the  ladies'  aid  has  held  twelve  regular  meetings,  and  three 
markets,  and  made  several  donations.  Bro.  Daniel  Brumbaugh 
officiated  at  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  5.  At  a  largely  attended  serv- 
ice the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  ministry  of  Bro.  Quincy  Leck- 
rone  was  observed  at  the  Olivet  church  on  Oct.  12.  A  few  of  our 
members  have  been  attending  the  teachers'  training  institute. 
Sunday  evening  services  have  been  discontinued  for  the  winter. 
— Mrs.  Chloe  De  Rolph,  Thornville,  Ohio,  Oct.  21. 

Poplar  Grove. — The  attendance  at  our  harvest  meeting  and 
home-coming  on  Oct.  5  was  very  good.  Dr.  Keim  of  Manchester 
College  brought  us  two  inspiring  and  helpful  messages.  We 
consider  it  a  privilege  to  have  had  him  with  us.  Our  com- 
munion service  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Nov.  15,  with  the 
morning  service  starting  at  10:30  a.  m.  Bro.  Elden  Petry  of 
North  Canton,  Ohio,  will  be  with  us  for  our  revival  services 
starting  Dec.  1.  A  warm  welcome  is  extended  to  our  neighboring 
brethren  who  desire  to  be  with  us  at  these  various  times.  At 
a  recent  council  meeting  Bro.  Theodore  Eley  was  re-elected  eld- 
er and  Bessie  Huffman  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Bro.  D.  G.  Berkebile  continues  as  our  pastor;  his  efforts  and 
sincerity  are  greatly  appreciated. — Homer  Halladay,  Greenville, 
Ohio,    Oct.   20. 

Sidney. — In  September  our  church  met  in  regular  quarterly 
council  to  elect  Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year. 
Quite  a  few  of  the  old  officers  were  retained.  The  improvement 
committee  gave  a  report  of  their  progress  during  the  short  time 
they  had  been  working.  We  had  someone  attending  all  the 
camps  at  Sugar  Grove  this  summer.  On  Oct.  5  we  had  a  rally 
day  and  home-coming  at  the  church.  Bro.  C.  W.  Warstler  spoke 
in  the  morning  and  Bro.  Paul  Kinsel  in  the  afternoon.  In  the 
evening  Bro.  Warstler  spoke  again  and  continued  with  meetings 
every  evening  for  two  weeks.  Our  meetings  closed  with  a  love 
feast  on  Oct.  20,  with  Bro.  Warstler  officiating.  There  were  fif- 
teen baptized,  two  reclaimed,  and  one  received  by  letter  during 
the  meeting.  Two  letters  were  granted.  Our  attendance  and 
offerings  have  been  very  good.  Our  young  people's  class  attend- 
ance has  decreased  somewhat  this  fall  because  of  the  boys  that 
are  away  in  training  camps  and  some  attending  college. — Marga- 
ret Friend,  Sidney,     Ohio,  Oct.  27. 

Toledo. — We  held  our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  in  July  at 
Ottawa  Park.  Our  women's  work  reorganized  and  Mrs.  Jason 
Lindower  was  re-elected  chairman.  The  women  sent  three 
packets  to  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  this  summer.  They 
recently  finished  two  woolen  comforters  which  will  be  sent 
soon.  The  enthusiastic  interest  of  our  women  is  outstanding. 
At  our  council  meeting  in  September  we  voted  to  retain  Bro.  J. 
Hornish  as  our  elder.  Roy  Eberly  is  our  general  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  The  men's  work  has  organized  with  John  Van 
Dyke  as  president.  The  men  have  done  some  painting  at  the 
church,  and  they  plan  to  make  more  general  repairs.  Two  of  our 
young  people  attended  Camp  Mack  this  summer.  On  promotion 
day  we  had  home-coming  and  an  all-day  meeting.  Bro.  Walter 
M.  Kahle  of  Troutville,  Va.,  was  our  speaker  and  lectured  each 
evening  of  the  following  week  on  The  Christ  Approach  to  Mas- 
tery in  Money  Management.  The  meetings  were  well  attended. 
Bro.  Bantz  attended  the  ministers'  regional  conference  in  Chicago 
this  week.  Our  church  work  is  progressing  and  the  interest  and 
enthusiasm  are  increasing  under  the  spiritual  guidance  of  our 
pastor,  Bro.  Bantz.  We  will  hold  our  communion  and  love  feast 
on  Nov.  9.— Fern  Thornton,  Toledo,  Ohio,  Oct.  23. 

Walnut  Grove. — Sister  Velma  Ober,  a  recent  missionary  to 
China,  showed  slides  of  China  on  Sept.  14.  Our  revival  meeting 
of  Sept.  15-28  was  led  by  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  from  Peru,  Ind. 
Three  were  added  to  the  church.  Our  harvest  meeting  was  on 
Sept.  21  and  Bro.  Oberlin  was  the  guest  speaker.  On  Oct.  5  we 
had  our  love  feast.  Our  annual  election  of  officers  for  Sunday 
school  was  held  on  Sept.  14.  Dale  Moyer  was  elected  superin- 
tendent. Four  young  people  from  our  church  attended  the  young 
people's  camp  at  Camp  Mack  this  summer. — Evelyn  Moyer,  Al- 
vordton,  Ohio,  Oct.  24. 

Oklahoma 

Bartlesville. — We  had  a  fine  representation  at  the  district  con- 
ference held  in  August  at  Cordell.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Chester  Van 
Dyke,  and  Jay  Baughman  were  the  delegates.  We  had  our  reg- 
ular council  meeting  on  Sept.  17  with  Bro.  George  R.  Eller  pre- 
siding. Officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  Jay 
Baughman  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  Bro. 
Robert  Byerly  of  the  Big  Creek  church  was  elected  as  our  elder. 
We  had  our  installation  services  for  our  new  officers  on  Oct.  5, 
and  our  communion  in  the  evening  of  Oct.  10.  We  were  happy 
that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Independence,  Kans.,  church 
were  able  to  come  and  partake  of  the  communion  with  us.  A 
surprise  birthday  party  was  given  for  our  pastor  at  the  church 
on  Oct.  24.  We  are  looking  forward  to  the  young  people's  rally 
of  the  district  which  will  be  held  in  our  church  the  last  of  No- 
vember.— Mrs.   Howard   Hurst,   Bartlesville,   Okla.,   Oct.   25. 
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Pennsylvania 

Beachdale. — We  just  closed  an  evangelistic  meeting  held  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  A.  Jay  Replogle.  Two  were  baptized  and  one  letter 
was  received.  We  had  pre-communion  services  on  the  four 
nights  preceding  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  19.  At  our  regular  coun- 
cil we  nominated  officers  for  church  and  Sunday  school.  After 
the  election  we  had  installation  services.  We  have  a  fellowship 
night  every  two  weeks.  We  are  studying  the  Book  of  James. 
This  week  our  ladies'  aid  will  meet  at  the  church.  We  are  going 
to  quilt,  hold  a  bake  sale,  and  present  a  play  entitled  The  Lost 
Chord.  Our  young  people's  meetings  are  very  interesting.  They 
have  a  large  attendance. — Verda  L.  Brant,  Garrett,  Pa.,  Oct.  25. 

Bellwood.  — We  were  very  fortunate  in  having  Sister  Ida  Shu- 
maker  give  us  a  message  about  India  on  Sept.  21.  The  children 
were  delighted  with  the  many  things  she  had  from  India.  Sept. 
28  was  promotion  day.  The  primary-junior  department  gave  a 
missionary  program  in  the  morning.  In  the  evening  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Clyde  Bush,  and  the  pastor  of  the  Bellwood  Presbyterian 
church.  Rev.  Eugene  Slep,  exchanged  pulpits  in  the  interest  of 
the  anti-Saloon  league  and  temperance.  Rev.  Slep  delivered  a 
very  educational  address.  Bro.  Kenneth  Morse  of  Altoona  gave 
the  rally  day  message  on  Oct.  5.  On  Oct.  12  the  harvest  home 
service  was  held  for  Camp  Kane.  Bro.  Bruce  Stuckey  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Street  church  told  us  why  we  have  Civilian 
Service  camps  and  many  things  concerning  Camp  Kane.  The 
aid  society  had  charge  of  the  program  and  the  response  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  was  very  fine.  We  just  concluded  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  with  our  pastor  as  the  evangelist.  Five  were  added  to 
the  church.  Because  of  the  death  of  Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks  our 
church  was  left  without  an  elder,  so  Bro.  H.  Paul  Cox,  a  former 
pastor,  was  elected  to  take  his  place.  At  our  communion  serv- 
ice on  Oct.  26  one  hundred  communicants  participated;  after  the 
service  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  church  was  given  com- 
munion in  her  home.  We  have  bought  100  new  hymnbooks,  and 
are  curtaining  off  our  basement  into  six  classrooms.  There  has 
been  a  slight  increase  in  attendance  at  all  services  in  the  past 
two  months,  for  which  we  are  very  glad. — Mrs.  H.  Paul  Cox, 
Bellwood,  Pa.,  Oct.  25. 

Greencasile. — On  Oct.  5  our  Sunday  school  and  church  held 
their  annual  rally  day  services.  In  the  morning  the  program 
consisted  chiefly  of  promotion  exercises  for  the  children's  de- 
partment. Everyone  enjoyed  an  old-fashioned  song  service  at 
the  afternoon  session.  Bro.  Grapes  gave  an  inspirational  mes- 
sage in  the  evening,  after  which  the  incoming  Sunday-school 
officers  were  installed  in  a  lovely  candlelight  service.  At  the 
close  of  each  session  a  special  building  fund  offering  was  lifted, 
which  amounted  to  $1,017.  We  are  planning  to  have  Dr.  A.  C. 
Baugher  with  us  for  three  sessions  of  Bible  institute  on  Nov.  22, 
23.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  11.  For 
one  week  prior  to  the  love  feast  there  will  be  evangelistic  serv- 
ices conducted  by  our  pastor. — Cora  E.  Oellig,  Greencastle,  Pa., 
Oct.  29. 

Markleysburg. — From  Aug.  2-6  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
Sister  Ida  C.  Shumaker  with  us  in  our  four  churches  of  the 
Markleysburg  congregation  and  in  two  outside  churches.  Her 
messages  were  very  inspiring.  We  had  a  successful  union  evan- 
gelistic meeting  Sept.  7-24  with  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins 
as  the  evangelists.  There  we're  twenty-one  confessions;  one 
joined  the  Church  of  God,  two  united  with  the  Baptist  church 
and  seventeen  were  baptized  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren; 
one  awaits  the  rite  of  baptism.  The  services  were  well  attended 
and  very  much  appreciated.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  12 
with  130  persons  communing.  Two  from  Markleysburg  and  four 
from  the  Bethel  unit  of  the  Markleysburg  congregation  attended 
the  district  meeting  at  the  Roxbury  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Johnstown,  Pa.  We  are  making  plans  for  our  Christmas  program. 
— Christine   Ludwick,   Markleysburg,   Pa.,   Nov.    1. 

Mingo. — Four  of  our  members  enjoyed  the  regional  conference 
at  Palmyra.  On  Aug.  27  we  had  a  joint  prayer  meeting  with  the 
brethren  from  the  Indian  Creek  church.  The  children  were 
missed  in  Sunday  school  during  the  infantile  paralysis  quaran- 
tine. We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  13.  Instead  of  soliciting  for 
the  Messenger  fund,  a  special  offering  will  be  taken.  Eighty- 
nine  dollars  has  been  received  for  the  Brethren  camps.  We  ex- 
pect to  vote  for  a  minister  at  the  December  council.  Much 
prayer  is  requested  for  this  election.  A  Bible  study  was  sug- 
gested for  the  young  people  during  the  winter  months.  Elec- 
tion of  officers  was  held  during  this  council.  We  have  been  hav- 
ing very  interesting  Christian  Workers'  meetings.  From  Sept.  29 
■ — Oct.  12  Bro.  Trostle  Dick  of  Coventry,  Pa.,  brought  us  evan- 
gelistic messages.  We  had  our  love  feast  and  communion  serv- 
ice on  Oct.  11.  Bro.  Harry  Ziegler  brought  us  a  message  on 
Oct.  12  at  the  morning  service. — Leona  Royer,  Royersford,  Pa., 
Oct.  21. 

Ml.  Joy. — Our  pastor,  Bro.  Q.  A.  Holsopple,  left  on  Aug.  25  to 
take  up  the  work  as  business  manager  at  Camp  Lagro.  Bro.  Paul 
Lemmon  of  the  Manor  congregation  filled  the  pulpit  for  a  num- 
ber of  Sundays.  On  Oct.  5  our  communion  and  love  feast  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  Charles  W.  Blough  of  Westmont.  Bro.  Blough 
also  brought  the  morning  preparatory  sermon.  Bro.  G.  E.  Yoder 
of  Scalp  Level  conducted  our  evangelistic  services  Oct.  6-19.  No 
members  were  received  in  baptism,  but  several  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  do  so  after  a  pastor  has  been  procured.  We  held  our 
annual  church  and  Sunday-school  election  on  Sept.  21.  Bro. 
M.  J.   Brougher   was  elected   as   our  elder  for   the   coming  year, 


and  O.  A.  Summy  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  dis- 
trict meeting  was  held  Oct.  22,  23  at  the  Roxbury  church  in 
Johnstown.  Twelve  of  our  folks  attended,  and  we  sent  four 
delegates,  Bro.  H.  H.  Kimmel,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Porch,  Laura  Nieder- 
hiser  and  Pearl  Eicher.  We  extended  a  pastoral  call  to  Bro. 
Charles  W.  Blough  and  are  awaiting  his  official  answer  to  the 
call.— Pearl  Eicher,   Mt.   Pleasant,  Pa.,  Oct.  25. 

Parkerford. — During  the  last  few  months  we  have  been  greatly 
blessed  and  have  enjoyed  many  varied  programs.  Our  daily 
vacation  Bible  school  had  an  average  attendance  of  ninety-three. 
Bro.  Wilfred  Staufer,  pastor  of  the  New  Enterprise  church, 
brought  the  morning  message  on  July  13.  Bro.  William  Fox  was 
laid  to  rest  on  June  26.  Mr.  Norris  brought  the  evening  mes- 
sage on  July  27.  We  worshiped  with  our  Baptist  friends  on  the 
evening  of  Aug.  10,  when  Bro.  Gehman  delivered  the  message. 
On  Sept.  14  Bro.  Rowland  of  the  Baptist  church  brought  us  the 
sermon.  We  had  a  very  inspiring  rally  day  service  at  our 
church  on  Sept.  28.  Bro.  A.  C.  Miller,  former  pastor  of  the 
Pottstown  church,  delivered  the  sermon  and  Mr.  Henry  Mor- 
ton of  Pottstown  sang  several  selections.  Sister  Bronson  was 
laid  to  rest  on  Sept.  13.  On  Oct.  12  George  T.  Davis,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Gideon  Society,  spoke  in  our  church.  His  sub- 
ject had  to  do  with  Bible  study  and  the  influence  of  the  Book 
as  observed  in  their  work.  The  sum  of  nine  dollars  and  fifty- 
two  cents  was  contributed  to  their  cause.  We  are  having  our 
church  painted.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilting  and 
sewing. — Flora  M.  Bronson,  Phoenixville,  Pa.,  Oct.   16. 

Philadelphia,  First. — We  were  very  glad  to  have  Brethren 
David  Blickenstaff  and  John  Barwick  with  us  for  the  morning 
and  evening  services  on  Oct.  5.  Their  work  among  the  refugees 
in  Spain,  France  and  England  was  related  very  interestingly,  and 
instilled  in  some  of  our  young  people  a  desire  to  fit  themselves 
more  fully  for  service  in  a  humanitarian  way.  Twenty-one  of 
our  young  people  attended  Camp  Star  Dust  during  the  three 
weeks  of  the  summer  session.  Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  our  pastor, 
was  the  director  of  this  camp.  These  young  folks  make  quite  a 
contribution  to  the  church  by  editing  a  weekly  paper  called 
The  Young  People's  Sunday  Bulletin.  On  Oct.  19  we  celebrated 
a  harvest  home  service.  The  church  was  a  colorful  and  beauti- 
ful display  of  fall  flowers  and  baskets  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
which  were  sent  later  to  sick  and  other  worthy  members.  Our 
list  of  subscribers  to  the  Gospel  Messenger  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased because  of  the  club  rate,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  mis- 
sionary committee.  Our  budget  for  the  year  has  been  made 
considerably  higher  than  that  of  previous  years  so  as  to  meet  the 
many  needs  of  present-day  world  conditions.  Our  ladies'  aid  is 
well  supplied  with  quilts,  enough  to  keep  them  busy  quilting  for 
the  year  ahead.  Their  proceeds  will  be  used  for  missions  and 
other  benevolences,  including  camp  projects.  Benton  Burritt, 
one  of  our  boys,  is  stationed  at  Camp  Kane,  Pa.  Mrs.  George 
W.  Wright,  the  president  of  women's  work  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  attending  the  state  W.  C.  T.  U.  convention  held  in 
Philadelphia  and  spoke  in  our  church  on  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  19, 
on  the  evils  of  the  use  of  alcohol.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  a 
number  of  our  women  throughout  the  state  have  become  leaders 
in  the  cause  of  temperance.  Our  women  are  planning  to  con- 
tinue their  relief  work  in  the  raising  of  funds,  in  providing 
clothing,  and  in  knitting  and  sewing  for  those  in  need.  Because 
of  our  nearness  to  the  clothing  storeroom,  we  will  stress  the 
making  of  such  articles  as  are  needed  to  complete  layettes  and 
children's  outfits.  We  are  anticipating  a  great  day  of  inspiration 
and  Christian  fellowship  in  having  Miss  Ida  Shumaker  with  us  on 
Oct.  26  for  the  morning  and  evening  service. — Christine  M.  Ros- 
enberger,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  24. 

Pottstown. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school  was  held  in  July 
with  Pastor  Martin  as  director.  We  had  an  enrollment  of  eighty- 
nine,  with  a  very  good  average  attendance.  During  the  sum- 
mer months  our  organized  classes  and  ladies'  aid  held  picnics  in 
their  various  groups.  The  classes  have  monthly  meetings  and 
socials  in  homes  of  their  different  members.  Our  young  people 
have  organized  a  B.  Y.  P.  D.  with  Bro.  Richard  Gottshall  as  pres- 
ident and  Brethren  Wilbur  Martin  and  Russel  Weber  as  adult 
advisers.  Our  church  met  in  council  on  Sept.  26  and  elected  Sun- 
day-school and  church  officers.  A  new  heating  system  has  just 
been  completed  in  our  church.  This  is  very  much  appreciated  by 
all.  The  exterior  woodwork  of  the  church  has  been  painted 
white,  and  shrubbery  has  been  planted  along  the  church  and 
around  the  bulletin  board.  Several  maples  have  also  been 
planted.  Other  improvements  to  the  basement  and  kitchen  have 
been  started.  We  use  our  basement  for  our  primary,  beginner 
and  cradle  roll  classes  and  we  feel  that  it  should  be  more  at- 
tractive and  comfortable.  The  different  classes  and  organiza- 
tions are  all  working  to  help  raise  money  for  our  improvements. 
Harvest  home  services  were  held  on  Oct.  12  with  a  large  at- 
tendance. The  church  was  appropriately  decorated  with  flowers 
and  leaves.  There  was  also  a  large  display  of  fruits,  vegetables 
and  canned  goods.  The  donations  of  fruits  were  given  to  the  sick 
and  the  canned  goods  were  sent  to  our  orphanage.  Rally  day  and 
promotion  day  services  were  held  Oct.  19.  The  program  was 
very  interesting  with  all  departments  of  the  Sunday  school  tak- 
ing part.  The  ladies'  aid  holds  an  all-day  meeting  every  week. 
At  the  present  they  are  quilting  and  doing  various  kinds  of 
needlework. — Mrs.    Lloyd    Vanderslice,    Pottstown,    Pa.,    Oct.    27. 

Scalp  Level. — During  July  and  August  our  evening  services 
were  in  the  form  of  vespers;  half  of  them  were  conducted  by  the 
young  people   and  half  by   the   adults.     Some  were  held   in   the 
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church  and  some  along  the  hillside.  On  July  27  in  our  worship 
service  Miss  Dorothy  Wengard  gave  us  several  xylophone  selec- 
tions which  were  very  much  enjoyed.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  G.  E. 
Yoder,  held  a  revival  meeting  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  Diamondville  church.  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  pas- 
tor of  the  Purchase  Line  church,  gave  us  a  very  splendid  message 
on  Sept.  14.  Our  pastor  also  held  a  revival  meeting  in  October 
in  the  Mt.  Joy  church.  During  his  absence  the  pulpit  was  filled 
by  Bro.  J.  E.  Murphy  of  the  Rummel  church.  On  rally  day, 
Oct.  19,  Mrs.  Harriet  Frances,  a  Quaker  lady,  gave  us  a  very 
splendid  address.  Our  quarterly  business  meeting  was  held  on 
Oct.  20.  Delegates  were  elected  to  district  meeting  in  the  Rox- 
bury  church;  they  are  Mrs.  Ralph  Eppley,  Mrs.  Jim  Cuttler,  and 
S.  B.  Hoffman.  The  Sunday-school  officers  and  teachers  held  a 
workers'  conference  in  the  form  of  a  potluck  dinner,  after  which 
C.  W.  Winch,  pastor  of  one  of  the  Johnstown  churches,  gave  an 
address.  Two  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  since 
the  last  report. — S.  B.  Hoffman,  Scalp  Level,  Pa.,  Oct.  25. 

Somerset. — Bro.  Wilbur  Neff,  pastor  of  the  Pittsburgh  church, 
brought  the  message  at  our  evening  service  on  Sept.  7.  The  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  10  was  fellowship  evening.  We  had  a  covered 
dish  dinner  followed  by  a  splendid  program.  Bro.  C.  O.  Sho- 
walter,  pastor  of  the  Sipesville  church,  was  the  guest  speaker. 
Our  pastor  recently  started  a  midweek  service  and  at  the  present 
we  are  studying  the  Book  of  Philippians.  On  Sept.  21  we  had  our 
harvest  home  service.  The  display  of  flowers,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables was  lovely.  The  flowers  were  sent  to  the  sick  and  the 
food  was  given  to  the  children's  aid  home.  Bro.  C.  K.  Shober  has 
been  elected  general  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school.  The 
installation  service  for  the  newly  elected  officers  and  teachers 
was  held  on  Sept.  28.  A  series  of  sermons  on  the  seven  seals 
was  recently  completed  by  our  pastor.  He  has  now  started  a 
series  from  First  Peter.  On  Oct.  1  we  held  our  annual  chicken 
supper;  we  were  pleased  with  the  receipts,  which  were  applied 
to  the  church  debt.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  con- 
ducted a  revival  in  the  Westmont  church.  During  his  absence 
Sister  Mary  Gauntz  Cumming,  returned  missionary  to  China, 
brought  an  interesting  message  at  the  morning  service  of  Oct.  5. 
The  evening  missionary  service  was  in  charge  of  the  women's 
work.  On  the  following  Sunday  Bro.  Charles  Blough,  pastor  of 
the  Westmont  church,  brought  the  morning  message.  At  the 
evening  service  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  musical  program. 
Our  regular  church  council  was  held  on  Oct.  13,  and  officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  elected.  Quite  a  few  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  district  meeting  at  the  Roxbury  church.  The  Farm 
Extension  Service  meeting  was  held  in  our  church  on  Oct.  23. 
The  women  of  the  church  served  200  dinners,  the  proceeds  being 
used  for  the  church  debt.  Because  of  repairs  being  made  in  the 
church  our  love  feast  was  postponed  until  Oct.  26.  at  which  time 
more  than  250  members  enjoyed  the  spiritual  fellowship.  One 
new  member  was  received  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter. — Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Cage,  Jr.,  Somerset,  Pa.,  Oct.  27. 

Yellow  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  18.  Two  letters  were 
granted  at  this  time.  On  Oct.  20  Bro.  Nevin  Zuck  of  Philadelphia 
began  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  which  will  close  with  our 
love  feast  on  Nov.  2  at  6:30  p.  m.  In  September  we  elected  our 
officers  for  the  new  year.  Bro.  Percy  Kegarise  is  Sunday-school 
superintendent  for  Yellow  Creek  and  Bro.  Verne  Ritchey  for 
Bethel.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  busy  quilting. — Bertha  Sny- 
der, Hopewell,  Pa.,  Oct.  21. 

York. — The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
ministerial  meeting  of  Southern  Pennsylvania  was  held  in  our 
First  church  Aug.  5-7.  Dr.  Warren  D.  Bowman  was  the  guest 
speaker  of  the  conference.  The  church  auditorium  was  filled  at 
all  sessions.  On  Aug.  7  four  young  men  were  licensed  to  the 
ministry:  Jesse  O.  Jenkins,  Stanley  S.  Dotterer,  Ernest  Lefever 
and  J.  Jack  Melhorn.  At  the  same  time  Eld.  J.  J.  Bowser  was 
re-elected  for  a  three-year  term  as  elder-in-charge  of  our  con- 
gregation. A  vesper  service  was  held  Aug.  10  at  Bro.  Harlacher's 
home  along  the  Bermudian  Creek.  Brethren  Albert  Cook  and 
Edward  K.  Ziegler  were  the  speakers.  It  was  a  combined  serv- 
ice with  the  Bermudian  church.  Our  pastor  and  his  family  were 
on  their  vacation  Aug.  11-23.  On  Aug.  17  Bro.  S.  S.  Blough 
brought  the  morning  message  at  the  First  church  and  the  eve- 
ning message  at  the  Second  church.  A  service  was  held  at  the 
York  County  prison  in  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  17;  Eld.  J.  J.  Bow- 
ser was  the  speaker.  Because  of  the  infantile  paralysis  quaran- 
tine in  our  city,  it  was  impossible  to  have  a  number  of  events, 
such  as  a  week-end  camp,  dawn  services  and  a  retreat  for  all 
church  leaders.  On  Sept.  28  the  ban  was  lifted  and  everyone  was 
grateful  for  the  privilege  to  attend  the  services  of  the  church. 
In  his  brief  stay  with  us  Bro.  John  Barwick  brought  the  morn- 
ing message  in  the  First  church  on  Sept.  14.  He  also  spoke  dur- 
ing the  midweek  prayer  meeting  hour  at  the  Second  church. 
The  First  church's  rally  day  was  held  Oct.  12  and  Dr.  Paul 
Rummel  was  the  guest  speaker.  An  installation  service  for  Sun- 
day-school officers  and  teachers  was  conducted  by  our  pastor 
during  the  same  service.  Bro.  James  Oberdick  will  serve  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  First  church  Sunday  school,  and  Bro.  George 
Stough  will  be  retained  as  superintendent  of  the  Second  church 
school.  Approximately  seventy  members  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  en- 
joyed a  hike  to  one  of  its  member's  country  home  on  Oct.  16. 
On  the  following  evening  they  held  a  business  meeting  with  a 
short  program.  A  budget  of  $150  was  approved  and  various 
committees  were  appointed  by  the  president,  Sister  Esther  Hess. 
Making  Blueprints  was  the  theme  of  the  meeting  and  Bro.  James 


Oberdick  gave  a  short  talk  on  the  theme.  Two  of  our  young 
men  have  been  called  to  Camp  Kane:  Stanley  S.  Dotterer  and 
Glenn  Burgard.  A  farewell  was  given  for  them  on  Oct.  7  by 
members  of  the  chorus  which  Bro.  Dotterer  directs.  Recently 
our  church  decided  to  print  a  weekly  church  bulletin.  Three 
were  received  into  our  church  by  letter  on  Oct.  12.  We  are 
looking  forward  with  interest  to  a  school  of  leadership  training 
which  will  be  held  in  our  church.  Our  pastor  will  be  dean  of 
this  school.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  are  Brother  and 
Sister  J.  J.  Bowser,  Brother  and  Sister  L.  Elmer  Leas  and  Sis- 
ter Minnie  Crist.  Our  offerings  are  sixty  per  cent  higher  than 
those  of  last  year.  The  offering  for  Bethany  Seminary  was  $76. 
The  York  County  and  City  seminar  on  worship  will  be  held  Nov. 
10  with  Bro.  Al  Brightbill  as  the  guest  speaker.  Both  presidents 
of  the  men's  and  women's  work  organizations  have  been  re- 
elected: Dr.  Edward  J.  Bowser  and  Sister  Ethel  Gipe.  Bro.  Leh- 
man Crist  showed  his  moving  pictures  of  the  La  Verne  Confer- 
ence and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  West  to  both  organiza- 
tions at  their  meetings.  The  Great  Northwest,  pictures  by  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Noss  of  our  city,  will  be  shown  at  the  Second  church 
on  Oct.  24.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Nov.  9,  and  on  the 
following  evening  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  will  begin  an  evangelistic 
campaign  in  our  Second  church. — Mildred  Meals,  York,  Pa., 
Oct.  20. 

Virginia 

Blue  Ridge. — The  church  council  met  on  Oct.  7  with  Bro.  M.  G. 
Wilson  presiding.  It  was  decided  by  a  unanimous  vote  to  change 
the  name  of  the  church  from  the  Bethesda  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren to  the  Blue  Ridge  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  dedication  of 
the  new  church  was  planned  for  Nov.  16  with  services  at  11  a.  m. 
and  2:30  p.  m.  Dr.  Fred  Dove  of  Bridgewater  College  will  preach 
the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  afternoon  meeting  will  be  at  a  time 
when  our  friends  of  other  churches  can  come.  Bro.  M.  R.  Wolfe, 
Bible  instructor  at  Bridgewater  College,  has  been  invited  to 
speak.  We  are  having  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  one  week 
before  the  dedication,  Nov.  9,  at  2:30  p.  m.  Communion  serv- 
ices will  be  held  on  Tuesday  night,  Nov.  18,  at  7:30.  Two  weeks 
of  special  services  were  held  Aug.  31 — Sept.  14  by  Bro.  Samuel 
A.  Harley  of  Grottoes,  Va.  Several  were  baptized  into  the 
church,  and  two  were  received  by  letter.  We  were  happy  to 
have  the  superintendent's  supper  conference  of  the  First  District 
of  Virginia  with  us  on  Sept.  30.  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  was  the 
principal  speaker.  One  of  the  high  lights  of  the  year  was  the 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  served  by  the  men  of  the  church. 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Reed,  the  guest  speaker,  gave  an  inspiring  and  chal- 
lenging message  on  Bells  of  Life. — Ruby  Ellen  Foster,  Blue  Ridge, 
Va.,  Oct.  24. 

Lynchburg. — We  met  in  regular  business  council  on  Sept.  21 
with  Eld.  J.  S.  Showalter  of  Roanoke  presiding.  New  officers  for 
the  coming  year  were  elected.  Bro.  F.  L.  Norris  was  elected  gen- 
eral Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  E.  C.  Kiger  was  unan- 
imously relicensed  to  preach  for  another  year.  Good  reports 
were  read  by  the  treasurer  of  each  organization.  Last  year  was 
very  successful  and  we  hope  to  do  greater  things  for  the  Lord  in 
this  new  year.  On  July  13  we  had  a  home-coming  and  memorial 
day  service  at  our  church.  Brethren  M.  E.  Clingenpeel  and  Guy 
West  were  the  main  speakers  of  the  day.  We  dedicated  new 
stained  glass  windows  in  our  church  auditorium.  We  also  have 
new  drapes  around  the  choir  loft  and  arches.  We  have  added  to 
our  kitchen  a  new  electric  range,   cabinets  for  dishes,   and  new 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE   FEASTS 
California 

Nov.    16,    4    pm,    First    church, 

Los  Angeles. 
Nov.   30,   7   pm,    Santa   Ana. 
Dec.  3,   7  pm,  Long  Beach. 

Illinois 

Nov.  21,  Romine. 

Indiana 

Nov.   16,   West  Marion. 

Nov.   17,   7:30  pm,  Plymouth. 

Nov.  22,   Center. 

Nov.  23,  7  pm,  Ft.  Wayne. 

Dec.   1,  New  Paris. 

Dec.    15,    Sugar    Creek. 

Maryland 

Nov.   16,  6  pm,   Sharpsburg. 
Nov.  16,  6  pm,  Westminster. 

Michigan 

Nov.   15,   7:30  pm,   Pontiac. 
Dec.   13,  7:30  pm,   Muskegon. 

Missouri 

Nov.   27,    Mountain    Grove. 


Ohio 

Nov.   15,  Fairview. 

Nov.      15,      10:30     am,     Poplar 

Grove. 
Nov.    15,   7   pm,   East  Nimishil- 

len. 
Nov.    16,    Lick    Creek. 
Nov.    16,    Richland. 
Nov.   16,  7:30  pm,  Lima. 
Nov.  22,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 
Nov.   23,    Hartville. 
Dec.  7,  Bear  Creek. 

Pennsylvania 
Nov.  15,  16,  Mountville. 
Nov.   16,  County  Line. 
Nov.  16,  East  Petersburg. 
Nov.  16,  Ephrata. 
Nov.  16,  2,  4  and  6  pm,  Spring 

Creek. 
Nov.  16,  6  pm,  Mechanicsburg. 
Nov.    16,   6:30   pm,   Meyersdale. 
Nov.   23,   all   day,   Bermudian. 
Nov.   30,   Allentown. 

Virginia 

Nov.  17,  Troutville. 

Nov.    18,   7:30  pm,   Blue  Ridge. 

Washington 

Nov.  22,  Sunny  Slope. 
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communion  tables,  made  by  the  men's  group.  The  women  of  the 
church  bought  evergreens  and  hedge  and  had  them  planted  on 
the  church  lawn.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  5  with  a  good 
number  present.  Bro.  Ernest  E.  Muntzing  of  Harrisonburg  as 
evangelist  and  Cecil  Staples  as  music  leader  began  a  two-week 
revival  meeting  on  Oct.  6.  Bro.  Muntzing's  sermons  were  very 
inspiring  and  helpful  and  as  a  direct  result  five  were  baptized 
and  seven  reconsecrated.  We  feel  we  have  been  greatly  bene- 
fited by  these  meetings.  Quite  a  number  from  our  church  at- 
tended district  meeting  at  Green  Hill.  We  sent  in  our  quota  for 
Civilian  camp  purposes,  and  on  the  last  Sunday  of  each  month 
we  turn  our  pennies  in  to  the  treasurer  for  relief.  The  chil- 
dren's department  has  started  a  building  fund  for  our  church. 
We  have  bought  new  hymnals  for  the  church  auditorium. — Mrs. 
Richard  Smith,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  Oct.  25. 

Ml.  Hermon. — On  Aug.  31  we  had  an  all-day  home-coming 
service.  The  speakers  were  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  B.  Peters  of 
Wirtz,  and  Bro.  J.  A.  Naff  of  Boone  Mill.  Bro.  P.  E.  Bowman 
gave  the  history  of  the  church.  Special  music  was  furnished  by 
the  Antioch  and  Bassett  churches.  Many  folks  came  back  to 
worship  again  with  us,  and  a  day  of  fellowship  was  enjoyed  by 
all.  At  our  regular  council  meeting  church  and  Sunday-school 
officers  were  elected  for  the  new  year.  The  young  people  gave 
an  interesting  program  on  Sept.  21.  The  purpose  of  this  meet- 
ing was  to  show  the  people  what  the  Youth  Serves  project  is  for. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  27  with  Bro.  E.  E.  Bowman  offi- 
ciating. He  also  brought  an  inspiring  message  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing.— Leah  Flora,  Bassett,  Va.,  Oct.  25.  : 

Waynesboro. — We  met  in  quarterly  conference  in  September 
with  Eld.  D.  B.  Garber  in  charge.  The  main  business  of  the 
session  was  the  election  of  the  church  and  Sunday-school  offi- 
cers. Bro.  Raymond  Moore  was  chosen  Sunday-school  superin- 
tendent. Candlelighting  installation  services  were  held  on  Sept. 
28.  About  fifty  officers  and  teachers  were  installed.  Bro.  Guy 
West  is  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  here  beginning  Nov.  17.  The 
parsonage  is  being  repaired  both  inside  and  out;  this  will  cost 
about  $1,000.  Dr.  Dewey,  one  of  the  members  of  the  evangelistic 
club  of  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  filled  our  pulpit  on  Sunday  morning. 
Oct.  12.  In  the  afternoon  the  men  of  the  different  churches  met 
in  the  Methodist  church  and  organized  an  evangelistic  club  with 
Mr.  D.  H.  Wright  as  president.  Verlin  Baker  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  young  people's  department;  a  new  cabinet  for  the 
coming  year  was  elected.    The  problems  of  recreation  and  social 


life    for    young   people    are    being    studied. — Mrs.    D.    B.    Garber, 
Waynesboro,  Va.,  Oct.  23. 

Washington 
Tacoma. — The  election  of  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
was  held  last  month.  Bro.  Holdereed  was  chosen  elder  and 
Bro.  Burgess  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  young  people's 
adviser  is  Sister  Treva  Eby.  The  church  has  started  a  building 
fund.  A  miniature  church  was  made  to  put  contributions  in. 
The  young  people  pledged  $25  and  raised  $9.15  at  a  box  social 
held  at  the  home  of  Milton  and  Lucelia  Colison. — Mrs.  Milton 
Massey,  Jr.,   Tacoma,   Wash.,   Oct.    15. 

West  Virginia 

Pleasant  View. — A  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  14,  and 
the  Sunday-school  and  church  officers  were  elected  for  this  year. 
Elsie  Lovena  Jones  and  Griselda  Riner,  two  of  our  active  work- 
ers in  the  young  people's  group,  left  on  Sept.  22  to  enter  Bridge- 
water  College.  Our  revival  meeting  began  on  Sept.  31  and  con- 
tinued through  Oct.  12.  Bro.  Edson  Ulery  of  Michigan  was  our 
evangelist.  Each  evening  we  had  fifteen  minutes  of  Bible  study 
which  were  very  interesting  and  helpful  to  every  one.  Special 
music  was  rendered  at  each  meeting.  On  the  last  Sunday  we 
had  a  picnic  lunch  at  the  church  and  had  a  good  representation 
from  several  different  places.  As  a  result  of  these  meetings, 
three  were  baptized.  We  are  very  sorry  to  say  that  Brother  and 
Sister  Edgar  S.  Martin  have  left  our  midst  to  take  up  their  new 
work  at  Daleville,  Va.  We  hope  the  Lord  will  add  his  richest 
blessings  to  their  work  there.  Bro.  E.  L.  Clower  will  preach  for 
us  until  we  can  secure  another  pastor. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Foy,  Glen 
Jean,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  23. 

Spruce  Run. — On  Aug.  9  our  church  met  in  council  with  our 
elder,  Bro.  J.  S.  Showalter,  presiding.  Bro.  Showalter  was  re- 
tained as  elder  for  another  year,  and  Bro.  E.  H.  Kahle  as  pastor. 
On  Oct.  11  we  had  a  very  spiritual  love  feast  with  Pastor  Kahle 
officiating.  A  large  number  of  members  were  present.  On  Sun- 
day Bro.  Kahle  gave  a  fine  sermon  on  the  subject,  Life's  Western 
Windows.  After  services  one  was  received  by  baptism.  ,-On 
Oct.  16  our  women's  council  met  and  elected  new  officers.  Sis- 
ter Mintie  Jackson  is  the  president.  We  recently  bought  a  new 
lamp  for  our  church  and  donated  $5  to  help  repaint  the  church. 
We  also  made  and  sold  two  quilts  during  the  summer.  We  hope 
to  do  more  and  better  work  during  the  coming  year. — Lena  B. 
Shaver,  Lindside,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  21. 


Writing  about  recipes  for  the  new  cookbook,  Mrs.  Bernice  J.  Barkdoll  says:  "We  are  a  farm 
family  of  eight  planning  to  be  self-sufficient  as  far  as  possible.  We  especially  need  recipes  us- 
ing farm  products;  recipes  using  honey,  maple  syrup  or  sorghum  instead  of  so  much  commercial 
sugar;  new  ways  of  preparing  the  usual  vegetables,  home-ground  cereals  and  their 
What  have  you? 


uses. 


Name  of  recipe 

List  of  ingredients  (give  specific  amounts)  for  a  recipe  to  serve  six  persons- 


Directions: 


Sender's  name  (Mrs.  or  Miss)    

State  which 

Town    Street 


R.  D. 


State 


□  Check  here  if  you  will  want  a  new  cookbook.     Our  present  plan  is  to  publish  the  book  to  sell  at  $1.00  per  copy. 
Special  rates  to  Aid  Societies.     For  information  write:  Brethren  Publishing   House,    16-24   South   State   St.,   Elgin,   Illinois. 
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GIVE  INEXPENSIVE  BOCKS 
ECR  THE  CHILDREN'S  CHRISTMAS 


(P 


OLD  TESTAMENT 
STDjylS 


PRAYERS  FOR  LITTLE  CHILDREN 

Mary  Alice   Jones;   illustrated  by  Lucia  Patton 

This  book  gives  Protestant  parents  a  fine,  thought- 
ful selection  of  prayers  to  use  with  very  little  children. 
The  author  is  in  charge  of  the  children's  work  of  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Education,  and  is  an 
outstanding  authority  in  her  field.  Illustrations  in 
color  and  black  and  white.  (67) 

STORIES  OF  THE  CHRIST  CHILD 

Mary  Alice  Jones;  illustrated  by  Lucia  Patton 

Stories  of  the  birth  and  childhood  of  Jesus  retold 
simply  and  beautifully  for  younger  children  by  Mary 
Alice  Jones,  a  well-known  leader  in  religious  educa- 
tion for  children.  Nine  full-page,  four-color  illustra- 
tions drawn  with  rare  charm  and  sympathy;  many  in 
black  and  white.  (67) 

OLD   TESTAMENT   STORIES 

Mary  Alice  Jones;  illustrated  by  Charles  Ropp 

Spme  of  the  beloved  stories  from  the  Old  Testament 
are  rewritten  in  a  charming,  simple  manner  by  an  ex- 
pert in  the  field  of  children's  religious  education.  A 
companion  book  to  Prayers  for  Little  Children  and  My 
Own  Book  of  Prayers,  it  has  many  beautiful  illustra- 
tions in  colors.  (67) 


STORY  OF  JESUS,  THE 

Gloria  Diener;  illustrated  by  Milo  Winter 

The  story  of  Jesus  written  for  very  young  children  by 
an  expert  in  the  field  of  religious  education.  Beauti- 
fully illustrated  in  full  color  by  Milo  Winter.  (67) 

MY  OWN  BOOK  OF  PRAYERS 

Mary  Alice  Jones;  illustrated  by  Mary  Alice  Stoddard 

A  book  of  thoughtful  prayers  for  Protestant  boys  and 
girls  from  seven  to  twelve  years  of  age.  The  editor  is 
the  one  who  did  the  fine  companion  book  for  smaller 
children,  Prayers  for  Little  Children.  Illustrated  in 
black  and  white.  (67) 

THE   BIBLE   STORY  OF   THE   CREATION 
Mary  Alice  Jones;  illustrated  by  Lucia  Patton 

The  story  of  the  creation  of  the  world  as  given  in 
Genesis  1:1 — 2:3.  Each  verse  of  Biblical  account  is 
followed  by  a  page  or  two  of  simple  explanation  and 
interpretation.  Although  the  book  is  planned  pri- 
marily for  children,  the  devotional  and  inspirational 
quality  of  the  text  will  find  a  ready  response  in  adults 
as  well.  Adding  to  its  religious  appeal  are  lovely  illus- 
trations, many  in  full  color. 
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WHEN  JESUS  WAS  A  LITTLE  CHILD 

Little  stories  about  Jesus,   told   in   simple  and  direct 
style.     Four  color  litho   illustrations. 

THE  LORD'S  PRAYER  FOR   CHILDREN 

The  most  essential  book  a  child  can  own,  beautifully 
illustrated   and  presented. 


CHILDREN  OF  THE   BIBLE 

Stories  of  the  childhood  of  Bible  heroes  told  in  sim- 
ple language  for  the  child. 

BABY'S  PRAYER  AT  TWILIGHT 

A  beautiful  baby  book  of  little  prayers  and  incidents 
in  a  baby's  life.     Lovely,  soft,  clear  illustrations. 


Four   Little   Kittens 
Four  Little  Bunnies 
Four   Little   Puppies 
Young   Edison 


OTHER  INTERESTING  TITLES 

The   Popular   Quizz   Book 
Books  on  this  page — 

Single   copy,   postpaid    15c 

Quantities    3   for   30c 


BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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A  GIfT  BIBLE  fCR  yOLR  MINISTER 

King  James  Version 

Here  is  the  Bible 

l]ou  have  long  wanted 

New  Oxford  ON1JX  TIJPE,  Reference  Bible 

IF  you  are  one  of  the  many  who  have  long  sought  the 
ideal  Bible,  here  it  is  at  last.  Now  you  can  own  the 
long  desired  Bible  which  is  so  compact  and  light  that  you 
can  conveniently  carry  it  in  your  pocket  or  hand-bag  and 
yet  with  print  that  you  can  easily  read.  And  the  prices  are 
very  moderate. 

The  Thinnest  Reference  Bible  Made 

This  is  the  thinnest  reference  Bible  in  the  world,  with 
this  size  type.  People  marvel  and  say  it  looks  like  a 
New  Testament  but  it  is  the  whole  Bible!  This  notable 
result  is  due  to  the  discovery  of  the  new  ultrathin 
Oxford  India  paper  and  the  use  of  a  specially  cut  onyx 
type. 

Wonderful  ULTRATHIN  Oxford  India  Pape 

Ultrathin  Oxford  India  paper  is  the  result  of  long 
experimentation.  This  marvelous  new  product,  when 
scientifically  tested,  has  been  found  to  be  not  only 
thinner  but  stronger  and  more  opaque  than  any  other 
thin  paper.  The  pages  can  be  turned  easily,  the  print 
stands  out  clearly  and  its  agreeable  tone  is  restful  to 
the  eye.  These  Bibles  are  printed  on  this  new,  mar- 
velously  thin  paper. 


W~' 


Nero  Specially  Cut' 
Omjx  Tupe 

This  newest  of  Oxford  Bibles 
has  been  printed  with  onyx 
type,  one  of  the  latest  of  type 
faces.  This  type  was  specially 
cut  so  that  you  could  have  a 
Bible  that  is  easy  to  read  in 
only  894  pages. 


Specimen  of  Type 

'Af*~A  good  man  out  of  the  good 
sureofhisheartbringethforththatw 
is  good;  and  an  evil  man  out  of  the 
treasure  of  his  heart  bringeth  forth 
which  is  evil:  dfor  of  the  abundant 
the  heart  his  mouth  speaketh. 

46  H  '  And  why  call  ye  me,  Lord,  L 
Bnd  do  not  the  things  which  I  say? 

47  Whosoever  cometh  to  mev 
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My  Word  of  Thanks 

BY  VIOLET  E.  LAMBERT 

Thank  you,  God,  for  home; 
For  dear  ones  tried  and  true, 
For  brown  leaves  tumbling  down, 
For  skies  of  azure  blue. 

Thank  you,  God,  for  fruits; 
For  harvest's  golden  store, 
For  the  warm  firelight  glow 
That  gleams  upon  the  floor. 

Thank  you,  God,  for  work; 
For  strength  to  carry  on, 
For  tasks  that  fill  the  hours, 
For  rest  when  day  is  gone. 

Thank  you,  God,  for  peace 
Within  this  heart  of  mine; 
For  friends,  who  love  and  share, 
For  thy  own  love  divine. 

Oh,  may  I  ever  be 
Thankful  in  word  and  deed, 
With  ear  attune  to  hear, 
With  eye  to  see  the  need. 

Riffe,  Wash. 
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The  picture  shows  how  the  young  people  of  the  Har- 
risburg.  Pa.,  Church  of  the  Brethren  decorated  the 
church  for  the  harvest  home  program  they  gave  No- 
vember 2.  Pastor  H.  B.  Heisey  is  shown  in  the  picture. 
We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Anna  Richwine  for  this  infor- 
mation  and   to   Bro.   E.   M.    Byrem  for   the   photograph. 
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Around  the  World 

Establishment  of  a  commission  to  co-ordinate  efforts  for 
the  protection  and  care  of  young  children  in  all  levels  of 
national  and  state  planning  during  the  present  national 
crisis  was  urged  at  the  conference  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion for  Nursery  Education  which  ended  Oct.  27  at  Detroit, 
Mich.  Dr.  Grace  Langdon,  retiring  president  of  the  organiza- 
tion, called  the  new  commission  the  most  important  step  in 
the  sixteen-year  history  of  the  association.  The  39  agencies 
represented  at  the  conference,  as  well  as  such  government 
agencies  as  the  Office  of  Education,  Children's  Bureau  and 
Work  Projects  Administration,  will  be  invited  to  integrate 
community  resources  and  stimulate  local  agencies  con- 
cerned with  child  welfare  under  leadership  of  the  new  com- 
mission. The  conference  was  attended  by  800  persons  from 
39  states,  Canada,  New  Zealand,  Uruguay,  Austria  and 
England. 


The  latest  figures  show  that  253 
church  buildings  in  Scotland  have 
suffered  war  damage. 

Warden  Frank  Sain  of  Cook  Coun- 
ty jail,  Chicago,  has  inaugurated 
compulsory  religious  training  for  all 
inmates. 

The  state  of  North  Carolina  has 

developed  a  five-year  plan  for  equal- 
izing the  pay  between  white  and 
Negro  teachers. 

About  400  churches,  representing 
the  Protestant  forces  of  Buffalo  and 
Erie  counties  in  New  York,  are  en- 
gaging in  a  three-month  church  at- 
tendance campaign  "to  tone  up  the 
spiritual  life  of  every  community." 

The  circulation  of  the  devotional 
magazine,  the  Upper  Room,  issued 
by  the  department  of  evangelism  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  has  reached 
one  and  a  half  million  copies,  with 
translations  in  several  languages. 
The  sum  of  $10,000  has  been  set 
aside  to  distribute  the  magazine  to 
army  and  navy  units,  and  another 
$5,000  for  subscriptions  to  institu- 
tions. 

A  black  granite  shaft  marks  the 
spot  where  the  Westinghouse  Time 
Capsule  was  buried  50  feet  under- 
ground three  years  ago  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  New  York  World's  Fair. 
The  Time  Capsule,  designed  to  en- 
dure 5,000  years,  contains  35  articles 
of  common  use,  75  samples  of  fa- 
miliar materials  and  a  microfilm 
record  of  22,000  pages  and  1,000  pic- 
tures from  contemporary  books  and 
periodicals. 


Government  employees  totaled  1,- 
444,985  at  the  end  of  August,  an  in- 
crease of  53,296  over  July,  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  reported  re- 
cently. The  war  and  navy  depart- 
ments account  for  nearly  all  of  the 
gain. 

Sales  of  electric  refrigerators  by 

manufacturers  in  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year  exceeded  the  3,- 
000,000  mark,  a  figure  greater  than 
any  previous  full  year  total,  the  Na- 
tional Electrical  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation reported  recently. 

For  the  crime  of  serving  more 
than  three  sorts  of  food  at  one  meal, 
a  number  of  diners  and  restaurant 
owners  in  Paris,  France,  were  fined 
in  police  court  after  raids  on  35 
restaurants.  In  aggravated  cases, 
imprisonment  follows. 

A  co-operative  farm  of  320  acres 
near  Madison,  Wis.,  has  been  se- 
cured by  the  Fellowship  of  Recon- 
ciliation. Plans  are  under  way  to 
establish  a  folk  school  center,  a 
refuge  for  families  of  unemployed 
pacifists  and  a  center  of  influence  for 
fellowship. 

A  national  conference  of  church 
leaders  to  discuss  the  impact  of  the 
defense  program  on  American  eco- 
nomic and  social  life  has  been  called 
by  the  Commission  on  the  Christian 
Family  of  the  International  Council 
of  Religious  Education  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  National  Council  of 
Church  Women  and  the  Commission 
on  the  Christian  Family  of  the  Fed- 
eral Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America.  The  conference  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  24-26,  1942. 


New  Mormon  edifices  are  to  be 
constructed  in  Seattle  and  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  in  the  near  future.  The  Se- 
attle church  will  be  built  in  the  uni- 
versity district,  and  the  Tacoma 
building  will  be  for  the  special  bene- 
fit of  men  of  the  Mormon  faith  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Lewis. 

To  bring  about  a  rebirth  of  spir- 
itual values  in  the  home  was  the 
theme  of  the  chairman  of  the  Amer- 
ican Home  Committee  of  the  Gen- 
eral Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 
Mrs.  Edwin  Poston,  in  a  recent  ad- 
dress before  the  Kentucky  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs. 

Church  groups  and  organizations 
were  ranked  fifth  in  a  list  of  or- 
ganizations most  clearly  identified  in 
the  public  mind  with  efforts  to  keep 
the  United  States  out  of  war,  accord- 
ing to  a  survey  made  by  the  Gallup 
poll.  Topping  the  list  were  Lind- 
bergh, Wheeler  and  Nye.  The  other 
three  groups,  in  order,  were:  The 
America  First  Committee,  the  Roose- 
velt administration  and  Nazi  agents 
and  fifth  columnists. 

More  than  16,000,000  persons  over 
ten  years  old  in  the  United  States 
are  not  literate  enough  to  fit  into  an 
ordinary  literate  environment,  says 
Dr.  Ruth  Kotinsky  of  the  American 
Association  for  Adult  Education  in 
New  York  City.  Dr.  Kotinsky  based 
her  survey  on  CCC  and  army  re- 
quirements which  define  literacy  as 
the  ability  to  read  and  write  as  well 
as  a  fourth-grade  child,  to  read  a 
newspaper  and  to  write  a  letter.  She 
says  the  illiteracy  figure  of  4,300,000, 
established  by  the  1930  census,  is  an 
understatement  of  facts. 


GOSPEL  MESSENGER 


EDWARD  FRANTZ,  Editor 
Volume  90  ZZ 


"THY  KINGDOM  COME" 
=  NOVEMBER  22,  1941   = 


ol)it6>iial 


H.  A.   BRANDT,   Assistant  Editor 
Number  47 


When  to  Be  Thankful 

The  confusion  over  when  to  keep  Thanksgiving 
Day  may  lead  some  to  celebrate  twice  in  the  same 
year.  We  imagine  many  grocers,  as  well  as  tur- 
key and  cranberry  raisers,  would  be  happy  for 
such  an  interpretation  on  the  part  of  the  public. 

However,  confusion  has  another  possible  result. 
Not  knowing  what  to  do,  there  are  those  inclined 
to  do  nothing.  This  may  not  hold  with  reference 
to  Thanksgiving  Day,  yet  it  is  a  possibility  which 
persists  in  the  picture. 

Our  November  dilemma  is  one  which  serves  to 
recall  a  suggestion  made  to  the  brethren  at 
Ephesus.  Paul  advocated  "giving  thanks  always 
for  all  things  unto  God  and  the  Father  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

If  you  follow  Paul's  advice  your  Thanksgiving 
Day  problem  will  be  solved.  When  one  is  thank- 
ful always  it  does  not  greatly  matter  what  par- 
ticular day  is  set  apart  for  national  observance. 

H.  A.  B. 

When  Days  Are  Gray 

This  is  written  on  one  of  those  gray  November 
days  so  typical  of  November  in  the  latitude  of 
Northern  Illinois.  A  slow  drizzle,  cold  as  well  as 
wet,  completes  the  perfection  of  the  picture. 

Last  Saturday  was  like  this.  Then  came  Sun- 
day with  its  exceptionally  clear  and  contrasting 
loveliness,  balmy  and  "rare  as  a  day  in  June."  To- 
day we  are  back  again  to  November  normalcy. 

But  these  are  rare  days  too,  in  their  way,  and 
that  in  a  very  important  way.  They  invite  us, 
nay,  they  compel  us  to  look  elsewhere  than  to  the 
weather  for  sunshine  and  good  cheer,  and  that  is 
a  tremendous  gain.  We  must  have  a  more  sub- 
stantial basis  for  mental  poise  than  wind  and 
clouds. 

Is  "your  goodness  ...  as  a  morning  cloud,  and 
as  the  dew  that  goeth  early  away"?    And  is  your 


sense  of  security  like  that?     It  cannot  be  other- 
wise if  it  depends  on  the  seasons. 

Just  a  few  minutes  ago  a  man  breezed  through 
the  offices  here  radiating  sunshine  and  running 
over  with  the  joy  of  being  alive.  And  that  on  this 
gray  November  day.  Evidently  he  gets  light  from 
some  other  source  than  our  so-called  solar  system. 

The  inspiration  of  our  world's  great  out-of-doors 
is  wonderful,  but  sometimes  it  fails  us.  On  such 
days  coming  indoors  is  not  enough.  We  must  go 
on  in,  on  into  the  secret  recesses  of  the  heart 
where  God  is  always  waiting  to  welcome  us  into 
the  sunshine  of  his  unfailing  love.  e.  f. 

A  Tract  for  the  Times 

If  you  are  having  trouble  trying  to  be  thankful 
in  such  a  world  as  this  in  such  a  time  as  we  have 
fallen  on,  we  would  bring  to  your  attention  a  cer- 
tain episode  in  the  life  of  one  of  the  most  tri- 
umphant Christians  who  ever  lived.  His  full  name 
is  not  known  to  us  but  the  whole  church  and  al- 
most the  whole  world  knows  about  him.  For 
short  and  for  convenience  we  call  him  Paul. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  speak  he  was  on  a  tour 
of  visitation  among  the  churches  he  had  founded. 
In  great  suspense  he  was  awaiting  word  from  one 
of  them.  He  had  had  occasion  to  write  this  church 
a  letter  of  reproof,  so  severe  in  tone  and  content 
that  he  feared  he  had  gone  too  far.  He  regretted 
having  written  it  (2  Cor.  7:8).  It  weighed  heavily 
on  his  mind  while  with  anxious  forebodings  he 
waited  for  the  delayed  return  of  his  friend  Titus 
to  tell  him  how  the  church  had  taken  it.  When 
at  last  Titus  came  with  good  news  he  was  so  re- 
lieved and  overjoyed  he  could  scarcely  contain 
himself  (2  Cor.  2:13,  14;  7:6). 

He  was  on  the  point  of  explaining  why  he  had 
written  as  he  had  and  telling  how  glad  he  was  that 
everything  had  come  out  all  right,  when  he  sud- 
denly remembered  that  it  always  worked  out  that 
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way  (2  Cor.  2: 14) .  That  led  him  into  a  digression 
or  parenthesis  from  which  he  did  not  return  to 
pick  up  the  thread  of  thought  he  had  let  fall,  until 
he  had  described  the  method  and  motives  of  his 
ministry  at  more  than  four  chapters'  length. 

That  parenthesis,  though  a  little  involved  and 
obscure  here  and  there,  is  nevertheless  one  of  the 
most  inspiring  gems  in  all  literature.  It  runs  over 
with  encouragement  and  thanksgiving.  The  hard 
luck  note  is  strong  but  the  note  of  victory  is 
stronger,  which  is  exactly  why  it  is  so  perfectly 
suited  to  present  need.  We  commend  it  as  a  "tract 
for  the  times."  If  you  find  the  going  heavy  in  some 
spots,  let  the  latter  half  of  chapter  four  reinvig- 
orate  you. 

This  great  man  of  God  was  so  impressed  and 
possessed  by  the  glory  of  the  eternal  realities  that 
temporal  privations  and  disappointments  were  as 
nothing  in  comparison.  He  did  indeed  get  the 
blues  as  all  great  men  and  women  do.  He  had  a 
bad  case  of  them  at  Troas.  But  they  could  not 
hold  him  down.  He  always  came  back  with  a 
mighty  rebound. 

That  "always"  was  the  secret  of  his  constantly 
replenished  power.  That  was  how  strength  was 
made  perfect  in  his  weakness. 

That  "always"  is  the  chief  ground  of  thanks- 
giving always.  It's  good  for  any  year,  anywhere. 
"Thanks  be  unto  God,  who  always  leadeth  us  in 
triumph  in  Christ."  e.  f. 

Religion  Makes  a  Difference 

"Only  the  people  who  have  a  religion  seem  to 
have  retained  the  power  to  think  rationally.  They 
put  first  things  first."  So  thinks  Alfred  Noyes,  the 
British  poet. 

And  there  is  much  truth  in  what  he  says.  A  re- 
ligion is  an  attempt  to  interpret  life  in  relation  to 
the  universe.  When  meanings  in  this  field  are 
simplified  and  clarified  the  individual  can  relate 
himself  to  a  master  pattern. 

However,  there  have  been  many  religions.  And 
there  still  are.  The  present  conflict  is  so  terrific 
because  it  goes  as  deep  as  different  ways  of  life. 
That  is  why  the  war  is  being  pushed  with  such 
spirit  and  fought  with  such  bitterness. 

A  religion  does  make  a  difference,  but  religions 
are  not  equally  good.  Many  have  died  out  because 
they  did  not  measure  up  to  the  needs  of  the  day. 
Still  others  are  in  decline.  But  there  is  one  re- 
ligion— the  Christian  religion — which  began  in  a 
day  like  this,  and  so  can  answer  back  to  man's  ut- 
ter need. 

Christianity  makes  the  greatest  difference  be- 
cause it  is  forward  looking  and  all  inclusive  so 


far  as  men  are  concerned.  It  makes  the  greatest 
difference  because  it  produces  prophets  and  mar- 
tyrs, or  the  men  who  put  first  things  first. 

The  challenge  to  the  church  today  is  that  it  rise 
to  the  occasion  with  a  new  generation  of  those 
who  will  dare  to  outthink,  outlive  and  outdie  the 
men  of  a  pagan  world.  This  the  purified  church 
has  done  in  the  past,  and  this  it  will  do  again. 

H.  A.  B. 

Make  to  Yourselves  Friends 

Did  you  see  that  story  about  the  old  man  who 
preferred  to  stay  in  jail  when  he  was  released,  be- 
cause he  had  no  friends  to  whom  he  could  go? 
What  a  pitiable  finish  to  a  term  in  prison!  And 
what  eloquent  testimony  to  the  pathos  of  friend- 
lessness! 

The  dishonest  steward,  whose  foresightedness 
suggested  the  story  from  which  our  caption  is 
lifted,  was  wise  in  one  point  only,  his  realization 
that  he  would  soon  need  friends  and  a  home. 
Jesus  reminded  his  hearers  that  they  would  be 
wise  in  looking  out  for  housing  of  a  more  perma- 
nent kind  than  earthly  friends  could  furnish.  They 
would  need  that  kind,  for  earthly  resources  have 
a  way  of  failing  one  at  the  very  time  they  are 
most  needed. 

He  urged  the  use  of  these  resources  in  such  a 
way  as  to  secure  Friends  who  dwell  in  eternal 
tabernacles.  He  did  not  at  this  point  indicate  the 
method,  for  here  he  was  only  stressing  the  su- 
preme importance  of  the  right  objective.  In  other 
teachings  (Matt.  25:40,  for  example)  he  did  show 
the  way.    Be  a  friend  yourself. 

The  great  value  of  friendliness  is  of  age-long 
recognition  and  the  secret  of  possessing  it  has  been 
preserved  in  proverbs.  To  have  friends  one  must 
show  himself  friendly.  Literature  both  sacred 
and  secular  abounds  in  treasured  stories  of  the 
beauty  and  power  of  friendship. 

Certain  groupings  in  our  social  structure  are 
said  to  be  none  too  friendly  to  the  church.  Has 
the  church  tried  hard  enough  to  win  their  friend- 
ship? Has  it  tried  to  make  friends  of  them  by 
being  friendly  toward  them? 

Knowledge  is  power,  an  old  schoolbook  said, 
but  friendliness  is  greater  power.  We  ought  to 
use  it  more.  It  gets  the  things  done  that  most  need 
doing.    Multiplying  friends  pays  big  dividends. 

If  the  nations  had  only  understood  this!  If  they 
had  tried  to  make  to  themselves  friends  out  of 
each  other  instead  of  more  powerful  enemies,  we 
should  not  now  be  lamenting  the  saddest  might- 
have-been  yet  known  to  history.  e.  f. 
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Isaiah  at  the 
Altar 
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BY  R.   C.  HINKLE 


The  writer  believes  that  our  spiritual  poverty  in 
this  twentieth  century  is  due  largely  to  prayer- 
lessness  on  the  part  of  the  communicants  of  the 
church.  Prayer  is  the  key  that  unlocks  God's 
treasure  house.  It  was  a  sad  day  for  the  church 
when  we  began  to  organize  instead  of  agonize  be- 
fore an  omniscient  God.  We  are  living  in  an  age 
when  we  depend  too  much  on  education  and  or- 
ganization. Important  as  education  and  organiza- 
tion are — and  they  are  highly  important  we  all 
must  admit,  and  we  could  not  dispense  with  them 
— yet  they  can  never  take  the  place  of  real  believ- 
ing, importunate,  agonizing  prayer.  When  we  go  to 
God  in  prayer  the  devil  well  knows  we  go  to  re- 
plenish our  strength  against  him  and  therefore 
brings  all  the  opposition  against  us  he  can. 

Satan  trembles  when  he  sees 
The  weakest  saint  upon  his  knees. 

How  little  agonizing  intercession  is  practiced  by 
the  church  of  Christ  in  our  day!  As  one  puts  it, 
"Agonize  is  not  a  popular  word  in  the  modern 
church  vocabulary."  Organize  appears  to  have 
the  supreme  place.  We  organize  more  than  we 
agonize.  All  the  great  men  of  God  from  the  patri- 
archs on  down  to  the  present  day  have  been  men 
who  spent  much  time  in  prayer.  How  is  it  in  our 
prayer  meetings  and  Christian  Workers'  meet- 
ings? Isn't  there  room  for  better  and  more  ef- 
fective praying?  The  only  way  we  will  ever  learn 
to  pray  is  by  praying  and  praying  more  and  more. 
God  is  calling  his  people  to  prayer  these  days.  We 
are  so  tempted  to  work,  work,  work.  But  God  is 
calling  us  to  pray,  pray,  pray.  Pray  like  Elijah 
until  the  cloud  is  seen.  Like  Jacob,  all  night  at 
Peniel.  When  the  Israelites  had  sinned  and  God 
was  sorely  displeased,  Moses  threw  himself  into 
the  gap  and  prayed  forty  days  and  nights  that  God 
would  not  destroy  them.  What  a  sight  that  must 
have  been,  Moses  interceding  in  behalf  of  a  whole 


nation,  and  God  answering  his  prayer.  Pray  with 
fasting  and  supplication  as  Anna  did  of  old.  If  we 
had  more  Annas  we  would  have  many  more  living 
to  an  advanced  age,  and  have  fewer  doctor  and 
fewer  undertaker  bills.  "They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength."  Jesus  should  be 
our  example  in  all  things  and  Jesus  spent  much 
time  in  prayer.  Apparently  prayer  was  of  more 
importance  to  him  than  rest,  for  we  read  that  in 
the  morning  a  great  while  before  day  he  rose  up 
and  went  out  and  departed  into  a  desert  place  and 
prayed.  Again  prayer  was  more  needful  than 
sleep  for  "he  went  out  into  the  mountain  to  pray 
and  he  continued  all  night  in  prayer  to  God." 
Again  prayer  to  Jesus  was  more  important  in  se- 
curing workers  than  either  finances  or  machinery, 
for  he  said,  "Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that 
he  send  forth  laborers  into  the  harvest." 

Intercession  to  Jesus  was  more  important  to  be 
taught  than  preaching,  for  he  taught  men  to  pray 
but  we  have  no  authentic  record  that  he  ever 
taught  them  to  preach.  Many  other  instances  of  a 
similar  nature  could  be  cited,  but  these  should  be 
sufficient  for  the  most  skeptical.  It  was  while  in 
prayer  the  disciples  were  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  It  was  at  the  hour 
of  prayer  that  the  lame  man  was  healed.  The 
prayer  of  Peter  was  the  means  of  raising  Dorcas  to 
life.  It  was  when  Cornelius  prayed  that  the  angel 
told  him  to  send  for  Peter.  It  was  while  Peter 
prayed  that  he  got  the  vision  which  sent  him  to  the 
Gentiles.  While  Paul  was  praying  he  saw  Ana- 
nias coming  in  and  laying  his  hands  on  him.  It 
was  when  Ananias  prayed  that  Saul  received  his 
sight  and  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Is  it 
any  wonder  Paul  admonishes  us  to  pray  without 
ceasing? 

Knox  prayed,  "Give  me  Scotland  or  I  die."  Here 
was  a  lonely  saint  on  his  knees  and  slowly  a  nation 
falls  into  order  around  that  kneeling  form!  Knox 
with  his  passion  and  divine  anointing  left  a  hal- 
lowed influence  and  power  for  good  that  has  been 
felt  for  400  years.  Martin  Luther,  John  Wesley, 
Finney,  Whitefield,  Muller,  Moody,  Forrey  and  a 
host  of  others  were  all  great  intercessors.  The 
most  powerful  factor  we  have  in  bringing  men 
back  and  bringing  in  God's  plan  is  intercession  be- 
fore an  infinite  God.  To  pray  is  one  of  the  greatest 
and  noblest  things  we  can  do,  and  to  do  it  well  and 
effectively  there  must  be  serenity,  time  and  de- 
liberation. True  praying  has  the  largest  results 
for  good,  while  poor  praying  gives  us  the  least. 
We  cannot  do  too  much  real  praying,  and  it  is 
equally  true  we  cannot  do  too  little  of  the  sham. 
In  these  days  of  hustle  and  bustle,  of  steam  and 
electricity,  men  will  not  take  time  to  pray.    Who 
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prays  as  Jacob  prayed,  till  he  is  crowned  as  a  pre- 
vailing, princely  intercessor?  Who  in  our  day 
prays  as  Elijah  prayed,  till  all  the  hidden  forces  of 
nature  were  unsealed  and  a  famine-stricken  land 
blossomed  as  a  garden?  In  these  days  of  sin,  de- 
pression, chaos,  worldliness,  Sabbath  desecration 
and  depravity,  when  even  the  church  is  growing 
cold,  formal  and  indifferent,  when  men  and  women 
are  seeking  relief  here,  there  and  everywhere,  why 
not  try  prayer?  May  God  the  Father,  and  God 
the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Spirit  breathe  on  us  a 
real  passion  for  prayer,  that  will  be  the  means  of 
transforming  our  churches  and  nation  as  a  mighty 
power  for  good. 
Hershey,  Pa. 


Getting  the  Thanksgiving  Habit 

BY  D.  D.  FLEISHMAN 

"I  will  praise  the  Lord  at  all  times:  his  praise 
shall  continually  be  in  my  mouth"  (Psa.  34:1). 

There  is  a  beautiful  legend  of  a  golden  organ  in 
an  ancient  monastery.  Once  the  monastery  was 
besieged  by  robbers  who  wanted  to  carry  off  its 
treasures.  The  monks  having  learned  of  the  rob- 
bers' intentions  took  the  organ  to  a  river  which 
was  near,  and  sank  it  in  the  deep  water.  Thus 
they  hoped  to  keep  it  from  the  hands  of  the  rob- 
bers. And  the  legend  is  that,  though  buried  thus 
in  the  river,  the  organ  still  continued  to  give  forth 
sweet  and  enchanting  music,  which  was  heard  by 
those  who  came  near. 

Each  Christian  life  should  be  like  this  golden 
organ.  Each  believer  in  God  should  never  cease 
to  "sing  praises  unto  the  most  high."  Nothing 
should  ever  silence  music  of  praise.  Even  in  life's 
greatest  struggles,  or  in  the  valley  of  deep  sorrow, 
one  should  continue  to  rejoice  and  sing.  Where 
there  is  music  in  the  soul  there  will  be  expres- 
sions from  the  heart.  Dr.  John  Henry  Jowett  well 
says:  "No  one  is  going  to  have  anything  worth 
calling  a  harp  in  glory  who  has  not  already  harped 
music  in  his  own  soul."  If  you  have  not  used  it, 
this  Thanksgiving  season  is  the  time  to  get  your 
harp  and  play  it.  Think,  and  then  you  will  thank. 
Recall  your  blessings  and  you  will  soon  begin  to 
finger  the  Thanksgiving  harp. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  such  a  life  is  found  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  habit  of  thanksgiving. 

The  sincere  spirit  cannot  be  saved  up  for 
Thanksgiving  Day.  A  grateful  heart  is  inherent — 
it  must  be  born  and  bred  in  us.  It  is  born  of  love 
and  confidence  in  God,  born  in  sunshine  and 
shadow,  in  prosperity  and  adversity.  Like  a  cer- 
tain kind  of  primrose,  it  just  must  bloom  all  the 
year  around.     Everything  that  God  does  for  us 


each  day  is  very  wonderful — the  smallest  chores 
of  his  omnipotence  should  bring  forth  from  our 
lips  continual  gratitude. 

Some  may  think  that  they  have  had  a  hard  time 
during  the  past  year,  but  I  am  sure  that  each  and 
everyone  has  something  for  which  to  thank  our 
Father  in  heaven.  The  story  is  told  of  a  Dutch 
sailor  who  had  followed  the  sea  all  his  life.  On 
one  occasion  when  he  had  climbed  to  the  top  of 
the  mast  he  slipped  and  fell  to  the  deck.  As  they 
picked  him  up  they  supposed  he  was  dead,  but 
presently  he  regained  consciousness  and  asked 
how  badly  he  was  injured.  They  told  him  that  he 
was  severely  bruised  and  that  his  leg  was  broken. 
But  he  cheerfully  replied:  "Thank  God  it  is  not 
my  neck."  Even  if  we  have  been  unfortunate  in 
the  past,  we  can  still  find  good  reason  for  being 
thankful. 

Thanksgiving  makes  our  blessings  twice  blest. 
Those  who  observed  the  first  Thanksgiving  over 
three  hundred  years  ago  were  profoundly  con- 
scious of  this  fact.  The  Pilgrim  fathers  at  Ply- 
mouth said:  "We  must  have  a  special  day  on 
which  to  thank  God  for  all  blessings  he  has  given 
us."  Their  suffering  had  been  intense;  their  hun- 
ger acute;  death  had  taken  a  heavy  toll;  but  they 
said  that  in  spite  of  all,  they  still  had  a  great  many 
things  for  which  to  be  grateful. 

Our  blessings  are  multitudinous.  The  best  bless- 
ing of  all  is  a  heart  that  receives  with  gratitude. 
Two  ways  lead  to  riches.  One  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  dollars.  The  other  is  to  increase 
the  value  of  the  few  dollars  we  already  have. 
Thanksgiving  raises  the  value  to  higher  degrees 
of  worth  and  thereby  enriches  us. 

"I  have  nothing  to  complain  of."  This  answer 
came  as  a  result  of  an  inquiry  made  to  a  very  pros- 
perous friend  as  to  his  health,  and  how  he  was 
getting  along.  In  this  state  of  mind  he  passed  on, 
giving  credit  to  himself  because  he  was  not  com- 
plaining! He  might  have  said:  "I  have  every- 
thing to  be  grateful  for.  God  has  been  very  good 
to  me." 

It  should  not  be  necessary  that  the  calendar  re- 
mind us  of  our  duty  of  thanksgiving,  though  we 
believe  the  appointment  of  a  national  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  is  highly  important.  The  spirit  of  thanks- 
giving should  pervade  the  whole  life,  for  essen- 
tially it  is  a  way  of  life.  In  the  church  year  of  the 
Christian  every  day  should  be  thanksgiving  day. 
The  psalmist  sounds  the  keynote  when  he  says: 
"I  will  praise  thee  with  my  whole  heart."  Where 
will  our  thoughts  be  as  we  celebrate  Thanksgiv- 
ing? On  turkey  and  pumpkin  pie?  Or  will  we  be 
engaged  in  thanking  the  Giver  for  the  gift  of  be- 
ing grateful?    The  psalmist  struck  many  thankful 
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notes  on  his  spiritual  harp  strings,  and  we  with 
him  should  say:  "I  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all 
times:  his  praise  shall  continually  be  in  my 
mputh."  A  Thanksgiving  proclamation  from  our 
President  once  a  year  may  serve  to  accentuate  the 
duty  of  praise,  and  call  forgetful  souls  to  a  sense 
of  their  obligations  to  their  bountiful  Giver;  but 
the  wise  course  is  to  intermix  the  experiences  of 
each  successive  day,  whatever  they  are,  with  a 
profound  sense  and  dutiful  recognition  of  the  nev- 
er-ending loving-kindness  of  God. 

The  habit  of  thanksgiving  creates  courage  and 
cheer.  A  thanksgiving  atmosphere  is  substantial- 
ly invigorating.  It  is  said  that  Beethoven  had  his 
piano  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  and  then 
"under  the  smiling  sky,  with  the  birds  singing 
around  him,  flowers  shining  and  grain  glistening 
in  the  sun,  the  master  musician  composed  some  of 
his  great  oratorios."  So  we  shall  do  better  work 
and  accomplish  nobler  ends  if  and  when  we  are 
surrounded  with  the  atmosphere  of  gratitude.  The 
tongue  will  speak  with  greater  courage,  the  hands 
will  have  a  more  skilful  touch,  the  eye  a  keener 
vision,  and  the  soul  stirrings  of  newly  unfolding 
power. 

The  thanksgiving  habit  is  conducive  to  tran- 
quility. We  need  rest  from  daily  toil.  We  need 
relaxation  and  release  of  tension  in  a  disillusioned 
and  war-threatened  world.  A  thankful  spirit  is 
restful.  It  brings  repose.  The  soul  of  man  has  its 
greatest  enjoyment  in  a  quiet  and  peaceful  release 
of  one's  powers,  in  the  acknowledgment  for  "all 
his  benefits."  Every  promise  of  God  is  like  the 
seat  along  the  mountain  path,  with  the  words 
written  over  it:  "Rest  and  be  grateful."  Deo 
gratias  is  a  good  motto  for  life.  "Whoever  brings 
the  gift,  thank  God  as  the  Giver,  while  you  do  not 
forget  the  messenger." 

Furthermore,  the  habit  of  thanksgiving  repels 
excessive  desire.  Unusual  fortunes  are  not  neces- 
sary to  call  forth  praises  and  thanksgiving. 

A  good  friend  of  mine  used  to  say  that  he  liked 
to  look  into  the  windows  of  the  store  at  Christmas 
time,  to  see  how  many  things  he  could  do  with- 
out! Here  is  an  example  of  a  man  who  is  making 
his  way  to  real  wealth.  He  has  goodness  and  con- 
tentment, which  is  great  gain — the  truest  riches. 

To  think  continually  of  one's  misfortunes  and 
disappointments  is  to  adopt  a  weakening  policy. 
A  roll  call  of  blessings  will  cause  us  to  look  unto 
God  and  thereby  gain  strength. 

May  this  Thanksgiving  season  find  us  taking  a 
new  start  in  the  practice  of  continual  thanksgiv- 
ing. "Let  us  make  our  thanksgiving  song  the  new 
.song  of  our  life,  the  habit  of  our  days." 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 


A  Layman  Thanks  God  and  Men 

BY  HORNER  EBY 

It  is  customary  to  enumerate  those  things  for 
which  thanks  are  due  to  our  heavenly  Father. 
That  I  propose  to  do,  but  more!  I  am  enough  of 
a  humanist  to  desire  to  give  credit  to  man  for  his 
contribution  to  our  condition  of  life,  where  neither 
the  benevolence  of  God  nor  the  accidents  of  nature 
are  accountable. 

Let  us  start  by  thanking  God  for  the  abundant 
provision  of  the  raw  materials  which  enter  into 
the  comforts  of  our  physical  environment.  The 
products  of  the  farm  and  garden,  of  forest,  lake 
and  river,  of  mountain,  mine  and  prairie  are  avail- 
able to  us  by  the  efforts  of  men,  women,  and  often 
children  who  moil  and  toil  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  on  the  sun-kissed  prairie,  in  the  orchard, 
meadow  and  forest. 

Let  us  thank  men  for  their  wisdom  in  curtailing 
production,  for  plowing  up  every  third  row  of  cot- 
ton or  corn,  every  fourth  acre  of  wheat.  Other- 
wise we  would  produce  so  much  the  price  struc- 
ture would  collapse  and  we  would  all  perish  from 
want.  And  the  starving  millions  of  China,  and 
India,  and  the  hungry  millions  of  Japan  and 
Europe  can't  buy  from  us  anyway  because  they 
have  no  gold  to  exchange,  we  having  the  larger 
portion  of  the  world's  gold  already  buried  in  the 
earth  from  whence  it  came,  for  which  we  are 
thankful. 

We  thank  God  for  the  endowment  of  human 
intelligence  in  a  useful  human  body  through  which 
one  can  express  himself  in  creativity.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  intelligence  which  has  enabled 
man  to  discover  some  of  the  secrets  of  God's  abun- 
dant natural  universe  and  turn  this  knowledge  to 
the  fuller  utilization  of  nature's  abundance — in- 
telligence which  has  enabled  man  to  control  the 
ravages  of  disease,  to  enhance  the  productivity  of 
human  toil  and  enable  men  to  enjoy  fuller  life. 

We  thank  man  for  using  his  intelligence  in  the 
creation  of  ingenious  devices  and  substances 
wherewithal  to  bomb  children  and  their  homes, 
destroy  the  fruits  of  toil,  sink  ocean-borne  com- 
merce, decimate  the  flower  of  the  youth  in  many 
nations  so  that  the  earth  may  not  become  overpop- 
ulated  and  too  soon  consume  the  abundance  God 
has  given  us. 

We  thank  God  for  social  instinct  in  man,  which 
impels  us  to  seek  and  enjoy  each  other's  company, 
and  gives  us  joy  in  the  organization  and  function- 
ing of  human  institutions.  We  thank  God  for  the 
concept  of  democracy  by  which  man  organizes  to 
rule  and  govern  himself,  and  give  and  receive  the 
benefits  of  well  ordered  political  institutions. 
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We  thank  man  for  perverting  and  corrupting 
human  institutions,  and  when  democracy  doesn't 
work,  because  they  distort  its  form,  for  impos- 
ing militarism,  totalitarianism,  despotism  and 
tyranny  on  their  fellows. 

We  thank  God  for  consumer  co-operation  and 
the  release  it  gives  good  men  from  the  sordid  sel- 
fishness of  the  profit  motive,  and  for  its  invaluable 
help  in  teaching  men  to  work  together  for  mutual 
benefit  and  the  common  weal. 

We  thank  men  for  commercialism,  with  its  pleth- 
ora of  concomitant  evils:  organized  vice,  prosti- 
tution and  gambling;  the  liquor,  tobacco  and  drug 
traffics;  corrupt  politics,  protecting  and  abetting 
these  evils  and  begetting  evils  of  its  own  which 
jeopardize  the  foundations  of  those  wholesome  in- 
stitutions we  justly  cherish;  exploitation  of  the 
common  people  by  those  possessed  of  economic 
power,  with  resultant  poverty,  crime  and  misery. 

We  thank  God  for  the  laughter  of  children  at 
play,  and  the  superabundance  of  energy  with 
which  children  are  able  to  start  life,  giving  them 
a  momentum  of  vitality  to  last  through  the  years  of 
usefulness. 

We  thank  man  for  the  senseless  haste  with 
which  he  drives  his  machines,  maiming  and  crip- 
pling, silencing  the  voice  of  laughter,  alas,  too 
often,  forever. 

We  thank  God  for  the  verdure  of  springtime,  the 
flowers  of  summer,  the  roseate  leaves  of  autumn, 
the  white  blanket  of  winter  blanketing  a  sleeping 
nature. 

We  thank  man  for  billboards,  signs,  and  outdoor 
advertising  which  obscure  and  grotesquely  em- 
bellish the  beauty  God  has  wrought. 

We  thank  God  for  the  church,  that  institution 
which  transcends  in  time  and  scope  all  human 
empires,  states  and  institutions.  We  thank  God  for 
the  force  for  good  that  the  church  has  been;  its 
perpetuation  of  the  revelation  of  his  true  charac- 
ter by  Jesus  Christ;  its  preservation  of  human 
values  which  at  times  seemed  all  but  dissipated 
and  lost. 

We  thank  man  for  perverting  the  church  to  pro- 
mote hierarchic  and  clerical  power,  for  intolerance 
and  bigotry  resulting  in  inquisition,  persecution, 
and  schism;  for  self-seeking  and  vested  interest  re- 
sulting in  quarrels,  splits,  loss  of  effectiveness 
through  overlapping  effort,  rivalry,  and  deviation 
from  a  common  purpose  to  cross  purposes. 

But  we  thank  God  for  a  renaissance  of  unifica- 
tion, both  in  organization  and  even  more  in  pur- 
pose. 

We  thank  God  for  the  soul  of  man,  that  supreme 
endowment  of  the  Creator  on  his  creation,  that 
instrument  through  which  man  seeks  his  Creator, 


and  aspires  to  reach  the  heights,  both  in  realiza- 
tion of  God  and  in  reach  of  the  betterment  of  his 
fellow  men;  that  function  of  the  mind  which  seeks, 
recognizes  and  prefers  truth,  and  rejects  and  ab- 
hors falsehood  and  evil,  and  gives  man  direction 
and  motivation  in  guiding  his  conduct  and  deal- 
ings with  a  nonmoral  material  environment. 

We  thank  man  for  degrading  his  own  soul 
through  sheer  neglect;  perennially  seeking  mate- 
rial and  social  betterment,  thoughtless  of  the  Cre- 
ator who  provides  all  things  good.  Let  us  thank 
men  who  destroy  the  souls  of  their  fellows  in  the 
process  of  enriching  themselves  financially,  or  per- 
vert the  souls  of  their  fellows  in  the  process  of  en- 
hancing their  own  political  fortunes. 

We  thank  God  for  forgiveness  and  grace  to  tol- 
erate us  perfidious  mortals.  We  thank  him  for 
this  revelation  of  himself  through  Jesus,  and  for 
the  salvation  that  he  provided  for  us  in  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

We  thank  man  that  he  cannot  alter  these  eternal 
verities. 

Chicago,  III. 


What  Christ  Did  About  Communism 

BY  PAUL  MOHLER 

Having  recently  served  as  juror  in  the  long- 
drawn-out  trial  of  two  radical  communists  de- 
fended by  two  prominent  communist  attorneys,  in 
which  we  found  them  guilty  of  second-degree  mur- 
der, I  am  without  illusions  as  to  present-day  com- 
munism of  the  Russian  variety.  Nevertheless,  I 
am  prepared  to  set  forth  and  maintain  the  propo- 
sition that  Christ  planned  communism  of  a  better 
kind,  practiced  it,  passed  it  on  to  his  disciples,  de- 
pended upon  it  as  a  vital  factor  in  his  world  cam- 
paign, and  succeeded  in  that  campaign  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  his  disciples 
practiced  it. 

Original  Communism 

Jesus  said:  "The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  him- 
self, but  what  he  seeth  the  Father  doing:  for  what 
things  soever  he  doeth,  these  the  Son  also  doeth 
in  like  manner.  For  the  Father  loveth  the  Son 
and  showeth  him  all  things  that  himself  doeth" 
(John  5:19,  20a).  In  John  17:10  he  says  to  the 
Father,  "All  things  that  are  mine  are  thine,  and 
thine  are  mine."  He  had  already  said  to  Philip: 
"Believest  thou  not  that  I  am  in  the  Father,  and 
the  Father  in  me?  the  words  that  I  say  unto  you, 
I  speak  not  from  myself:  but  the  Father  abiding  in 
me  doeth  his  works."  I  pronounce  that  commu- 
nism, pure  and  simple,  and  the  oldest  in  the  uni- 
verse— still  in  existence  and  going  strong. 

Planned  for  Us 
What  Christ  found  so  satisfactory  for  himself 
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and  the  Father,  he  planned  for  us.  In  John  17,  he 
asks  it  for  us  four  times — in  verses  10,  21,  22,  and 
23.  In  the  last  three,  he  includes  you  and  me.  "I 
in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  per- 
fected into  one." 

For  a  Purpose 

Jesus  wanted  the  world  to  know  that  the  Father 
had  actually  sent  him,  the  only  begotten  Son,  into 
the  world  to  live  and  labor  and  love  and  serve  and 
die  as  a  man — a  second  Adam — to  found  a  new 
generation  to  live  on  the  earth  in  such  unity  as 
they  live  in  heaven — a  generation  that  the  Father 
loves  even  as  he  loves  the  Son.  Jesus  says  in  verse 
21  and  again  in  verse  23  that  he  wanted  this  unity 
in  his  disciples — this  heavenly  unity,  "that  the 
world  may  know  that  thou  didst  send  me,  and 
lovedst  them  even  as  thou  lovedst  me."  In  other 
words,  we  are  to  exhibit  a  unity  unexplainable 
from  every  conceivable  standpoint  but  that  of  the 
actual  entrance  of  divine  life  into  the  human  by 
the  coming  of  the  Son  into  the  world.  It  is  that 
unity  for  that  purpose  that  Jesus  prayed  for  four 
times  in  that  one  short  prayer.  It  must  have  been 
the  most  important  principle  in  all  the  world  to 
him. 

Prayer  Answered 

Even  for  Jesus,  prayers  were  not  always  an- 
swered immediately.  God  works  things  out  in 
his  own  way,  which  often  seems  slow  to  us,  who 
have  so  little  time  at  our  disposal.  So  it  is  not 
until  Acts  4:32-35  that  we  read  of  the  actual  unity 
for  which  Jesus  prayed:  "And  the  multitude  of 
them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart  and  one 
soul."  Just  think  of  it — thousands  of  Jews  with 
that  strong,  stubborn,  and  often  fierce  individual- 
ism for  which  they  are  noted,  yet  this  whole  mul- 
titude "of  one  heart  and  soul."  What  a  marvelous 
miracle! 

Not  Just  Words 

It  is  easy  to  write  words.  Luke  knew  that,  and 
he  knew  how  hard  it  is  to  believe  in  such  a  miracle 
as  that — how  easy  it  is  to  pare  it  down  into  "com- 
parative unity."  So  Luke  goes  on  to  record  the 
proof  of  unity:  "And  not  one  of  them  said  that 
aught  of  the  things  that  he  possessed  was  his  own; 
but  they  had  all  things  common."  And  knowing 
the  Jew  as  he  did,  Luke  was  sure  that  every  reader 
"would  agree  that  the  Jews  would  never  have  given 
their  possessions  if  their  hearts  and  souls  had  not 
gone  first.  Total  unity  was  proved. 
The  Failure? 

Economists  remind  us  that,  after  all,  communism 
failed;  because,  later,  those  Jerusalem  brethren 
had  to  have  help  from  their  Gentile  brethren. 
"Well,  so  they  did;  but  what  of  it?  Did  that  prove 
it  to  be  a  failure?  That  all  depends  on  what  Je- 
sus was  trying  to  do.     When  he  asked  it  of  the 


Father  he  did  not  ask  it  to  the  end  that  nobody 
should  go  hungry;  he  asked  it  in  order  that  the 
world  might  know  what  had  happened  and  be 
convinced.  Measure  its  success  or  failure  from 
that  standpoint.  Look  to  Acts  6:7  for  the  record 
on  that:  "And  the  word  of  God  increased;  and  the 
number  of  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem 
exceedingly;  and  a  great  company  of  the  priests 
were  obedient  to  the  faith."  Isn't  that  what  Jesus 
wanted,  and  didn't  he  get  it?  Where  is  the  failure 
in  that?  Right  now,  I'd  like  to  see  a  lot  of  failures 
just  like  that — all  over  the  world,  and  even  in 
Pasadena. 

The  Afterclap 
But  the  economists  are  not  done  with  us  yet. 
They  remind  us  again  of  the  way  the  Gentile 
Christians  had  to  step  in  and  save  these  foolish 
Jews  from  starvation,  and  they  prove  it  by  Paul 
in  2  Cor.  8  and  9  as  well  as  by  Acts  11: 27-30.  Eco- 
nomic failure?  Well,  maybe  so — just  as  much  of 
a  failure  as  that  of  the  man  who  had  no  place  to 
lay  his  head — but  the  Acts  text  says  that  the  fam- 
ine was  to  be  "over  all  the  world,"  and  that  it  came 
to  pass  in  the  days  of  Claudius  Caesar.  And  Paul 
tells  the  other  side — the  spiritual  success  in  2 
Cor.  9: 12-15:  "For  the  ministration  of  this  serv- 
ice not  only  filleth  up  the  measure  of  the  wants  of 
the  saints,  but  aboundeth  also  through  many 
thanksgivings  unto  God;  seeing  that  through  the 
proving  of  you  by  this  ministration  they  glorify 
God  for  the  obedience  of  your  confession  unto  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  and  for  the  liberality  of  your 
contribution  unto  them  and  unto  all;  while  they 
themselves  also,  with  supplications  on  your  behalf 
long  after  you  by  reason  of  the  exceeding  grace  of 
God  in  you.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unspeakable 
gift."  Analyze  that,  if  you  will,  and  find  the  big 
bad  wolf,  if  any.  How  I  would  like  to  have  an  aft- 
erclap like  that  for  all  my  transactions — and  how 
some  shrewd  and  powerful  British  and  American 
and  German  traders  would! 

lis  Importance? 

Why,  it  was  the  most  important  thing  in  the 
world  for  the  church  just  then!  The  poverty  of 
the  Jewish  Christians  and  the  liberality  of  the 
Gentile  Christians  brought  them  together  as 
nothing  else  could,  solving  the  most  difficult  prob- 
lem of  the  church,  which  was  the  division  between 
the  two  branches — Jewish  and  Gentile.  Paul  em- 
phasized that  feature  much  more  than  he  did  the 
mere  ministration  to  the  physical  needs  of  the 
Jews.  He  saw  that  a  good  rule  could  work  both 
ways.  Originally,  spiritual  unity  led  to  material 
sharing;  now  he  sees  material  sharing  working  for 
spiritual  unity.  "O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
the  wisdom  and  the  knowledge  of  God!" 
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What  Now? 

Jesus'  prayer  still  stands.  The  world  still  needs 
to  be  convinced  of  his  living  presence  with  and 
within  us.  Spiritual  unity  is  still  a  miracle — one 
that  needs  to  be  worked  even  in  the  majority  of 
Christian  homes  and  churches.  It  is  still  convinc- 
ing. The  only  thing  wrong  is  that  it  is  so  exceed- 
ingly scarce;  the  biggest  room  in  the  world  is  the 
room  for  spiritual  unity — "of  one  heart  and  soul." 
The  early  church  lost  it  and  lost  its  power  when 
it  gave  itself  to  theological  controversy  and  the 
pronouncing  of  anathemas.  We  still  hand  out  the 
anathemas — and  have  lost  power  in  the  world. 
Who  will  lead  us  back  into  unity — and  power — 
and  glory;  and  who  will  follow?  Shall  we?  If 
not,  why  not? 

Pasadena,  Calif. 


I  Will  Defend  My  Country 

BY  JAMES  L.   HOUFF 

Today  we  are  told  by  our  politicians  that  Amer- 
ica needs  defending.  On  stamps,  on  posters,  and 
on  trolley  cars  we  are  reminded  of  this  fact.  Near- 
ly every  stamp  has  For  Defense  printed  on  it.  Ev- 
ery time  we  go  to  the  movies  we  pay  three  cents 
to  the  government  for  defense.  When  we  take  a 
Sunday  afternoon  motor  ride,  about  six  cents  out 
of  every  twenty  goes  to  the  government  for  tax. 
At  the  post  office  we  are  reminded  by  our  post- 
master that  he  has  defense  bonds  for  sale.  Chil- 
dren are  told  they  might  help  protect  their  country 
by  buying  savings  stamps  with  their  money  in- 
stead of  candy.  Young  men  are  asked  to  give  one* 
year  of  their  lives  to  the  government  for  defense 
training.  Each  young  person  has  to  decide  for 
himself  how  he  will  aid  in  the  defending  of  his 
beloved  America. 

I  saw  a  poster  the  other  day.  In  the  center  was  a 
fine  young  man  of  good  health.  On  one  side  of  him 
there  was  a  battlefield  in  full  action,  and  on  the 
other  side  was  another  man  tilling  the  soil.  The 
young  man  in  the  center  had  to  choose  between  the 
two.  On  one  hand  he  would  give  his  life  to  kill  his 
fellow  man,  and  on  the  other  hand  he  would  give 
his  life  to  feed  his  starving  fellow  man. 

In  an  ancient  Hindu  legend,  found  in  Paul  C. 
French's  book,  We  Won't  Murder,  we  have  a  most 
penetrating  truth  revealed  to  us  as  the  actual  re- 
sult of  a  war.  A  king,  engaged  in  a  war  with  a 
neighboring  nation,  won  the  battle.  He  ordered 
the  execution  of  the  captured  king  and  queen  of 
the  defeated  country.  The  son  of  the  captured 
king  and  queen  later  secured  a  position  at  the 
court  of  the  victorious  monarch  and  finally  be- 
came his  personal  attendant.    The  old  legend  re- 


counts that  one  day  the  king  fell  asleep  with  his 
head  on  the  lap  of  the  young  prince.  The  prince, 
thinking  of  his  murdered  father  and  mother,  quiet- 
ly drew  his  sword.  Then,  as  he  was  about  to  kill 
the  king,  he  thought  of  the  dying  words  of  his 
father,  "Not  by  hatred  is  hatred  appeased.  Hatred 
is  appeased  only  by  non-hatred."  In  a  few  minutes 
the  king  awakened.  The  prince,  still  holding  his 
sword,  explained  who  he  was  and  that  he  had 
planned  to  kill  him  in  retaliation  for  the  death  of 
his  parents.  Then  he  told  him  why  he  had  hesi- 
tated and  what  his  father  had  said.  "Spare  my 
life,"  the  king  begged,  but  the  prince  insisted  that 
he  could  not  spare  the  king's  life  until  his  own  was 
spared  by  the  king.  "Then  give  me  my  life,  and 
I'll  give  you  yours,"  the  king  suggested.  They 
agreed,  and  the  king  asked  the  prince  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  his  father's  statement.  "Well," 
said  the  prince,  "you  killed  my  father  and  mother. 
If  I  kill  you,  your  friends  will  kill  me.  Then  my 
friends  will  kill  them,  and  the  business  would  be 
an  endless  affair.  But  now  you  have  granted  my 
life  and  I  have  spared  yours,  so  there  is  no  more 
hatred.  Thus  by  non-hatred  has  hatred  been  ap- 
peased." 

Wars  drag  on  through  centuries  because  no  one 
is  willing  to  stop  the  returning  of  revenge.  D.  E. 
Trueblood  in  his  book,  The  Cost  of  War,  gives  us 
the  cost  of  war  in  relationships  of  human,  material, 
moral,  and  religious  losses. 

The  First  World  War,  says  Trueblood,  cost 
26,000,000  lives  and  left  the  countries  with  47,000,- 
000  wounded  and  war-orphaned  people.  This  is 
the  cost  of  war  in  the  human  relationship.  These 
dead  must  not  all  be  considered  as  just  people  of 
no  value.  In  these  dead  were  included  people 
who  would  have  been  geniuses  like  Shakespeare, 
Beethoven,  or  Gladstone.  Joyce  Kilmer,  the  writer 
of  that  famous  and  beloved  poem,  Trees,  was  killed 
in  action  in  the  last  World  War.  How  many  other 
great  contributions  might  he  have  made  to  the 
field  of  poetry  had  his  life  not  been  so  quickly 
ended  by  the  horror  of  war!  This  is  just  one  ex- 
ample. The  real  value  of  such  loss  cannot  be  esti- 
mated. 

The  material  cost  of  the  First  World  War  was 
$337,946,179,657.  This  sum  is  so  large  that  we  can 
hardly  realize  its  size.  Think  of  the  immeasurable 
cost  of  all  the  wars  of  history.  Trueblood  indi- 
cates, from  the  government  records,  that  during 
the  fiscal  year  of  1930  military  expenditures  of  the 
government  were  65.2  per  cent  of  the  total  expen- 
diture. Would  not  this  money  have  been  better 
spent  for  the  building  of  civilization's  educational 
interest  rather  than  for  the  destruction  of  it? 

The  moral  losses  are  not  as  easily  determined  as 
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the  physical  and  material  costs.  The  low  estimate 
of  truth  and  the  tremendous  increase  in  sexual  im- 
morality are  the  chief  moral  costs  of  war.  Mr. 
Trueblood  also  indicated  that  war  revels  in  the 
half-truths  and  misrepresentations  of  war  propa- 
ganda and  in  deceit  and  falsehood.  It  suppresses 
free  speech,  free  press,  and  mobilizes  their  power 
to  further  its  own  causes.  Man  should  cultivate 
morals  and  the  interests  of  good  will  toward  all 
people.  He  should  develop  his  own  love  for  truth, 
tolerance,  humility,  hope,  and  faith  in  the  possibil- 
ities of  human  nature.  In  war  these  values  are 
lost  beneath  the  muck  of  deceit,  propaganda,  and 
falsehood.  It  appears  to  me  that  man  should  ex- 
pect the  best  of  his  world  and  of  his  fellows.  Un- 
doubtedly for  a  man  to  cultivate  good  will  toward 
all  people  would  surpass  the  evil  and  hate  that  are 
spread  by  war. 

The  religious  cost  may  be  even  greater  when 
the  members  of  the  Christian  church  allow  them- 
selves to  serve  the  causes  of  war  in  praying  for  its 
success  rather  than  in  preaching  the  gospel  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  The  Christian  church  should  in 
time  of  war  stand  more  strongly  than  ever  against 
war.  The  church  should  follow  the  road  that  was 
laid  down  for  it  by  the  great  Christian  leaders  of 
the  past,  and  also  advice  -such  as  that  given  by  that 
famed  Chinese  teacher,  Lao-tse,  who  declared 
that  it  was  better  to  return  good  for  evil  than  to 
return  evil  for  evil. 

The  Athenians  indicted  Socrates  on  the  charge 
of  corrupting  the  youth.  As  a  defense  he  stated: 
"Men  of  Athens,  I  honor  and  love  you,  but  I  shall 
obey  God  rather  than  you." 

True  to  the  best  that  was  in  him,  Socrates  re- 
fused to  accept  the  state  conscience  and  continued 
to  look  for  the  truth  and  the  right. 

The  bad  effect  of  war  on  a  country  would  lower 
the  standards  of  the  country's  people.  Thus  a 
young  man's  environment  being  lowered  would 
tend  to  lower  his  own  standards  of  conduct.  War 
does  have  a  tremendous  effect  on  the  people  in 
this  way. 

According  to  history  there  has  not  in  the  world 
been  a  period  of  more  than  five  years  of  com- 
plete peace  on  the  earth.  History  shows  that  on 
the  average  of  every  twenty  years  a  great  war  oc- 
curs. This  has  become  a  chain,  and  each  war  adds 
another  link  to  the  historical  chain.  To  make  this 
chain  form  a  circle  and  thereby  stop  the  addition 
of  any  more  links  we  need  young  men  who  will 
give  their  lives  for  the  defense  of  truth,  who  will 
defend  their  country  by  love.  Life  for  this  cause 
will  not  be  given  in  vain  and  it  will  not  go  unre- 
warded. 


Harold  Garfield  Gaunt,  in  his  April  prize-win- 
ning sermon,  What  Am  I  Here  For?  found  in  the 
Pulpit  Digest,  said  we  are  here  to  advance  the 
kingdom  of  God.  And  to  advance  the  kingdom  we 
must  use  the  method  of  Christ,  the  method  of  love. 
Rev.  Gaunt  used  as  his  text  the  words  of  Christ  to 
his  disciples.  "For  whosoever  will  save  his  life 
shall  lose  it;  and  whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for 
my  sake  shall  find  it"  (Matt.  16:25).  This  is  the 
reward  for  losing  one's  life  for  love. 

All  nations  have  been  involved  in  war.  What 
have  they  gained?  Did  they  gain  peace,  freedom, 
or  liberty?  Obviously  one  can  see  the  turmoil  that 
is  in  the  world  today  because  of  war.  We  can  see 
by  example  now  that  war  has  never  settled  any- 
thing or  any  question.  As  I  said  before,  war  is  an 
endless  chain  forged  at  the  cost  of  human  life  and 
suffering.  Since  war  settles  nothing,  why  not  try 
a  new  method  of  settling  our  questions?  The 
method  of  arbitration  to  the  fullest  extent  based  on 
the  sound  foundation  of  love  will  settle  problems 
if  it  is  correctly  used. 

I  read  an  article  entitled  Bombs  Cannot  De- 
stroy Christ.  Christ  taught  love  and  truth;  so  if 
bombs  cannot  destroy  Christ  bombs  could  not  de- 
stroy those  principles  which  he  died  for,  namely 
love  and  truth.  Christ  died  a  nonresistant  death 
on  the  cross  for  what  he  believed  and  knew  to  be 
right.  Christ  triumphed  over  his  death  just  as 
peace  should  triumph  over  war. 

I  will  defend  my  country  because  I  love  its  free- 
dom, but  I  will  defend  my  country  with  the 
weapons  of  love  and  truth.  That  is  the  only 
Christian  way  of  defense. 

Roanoke,  Va. 


Living  Stream 

BY  MARY  ALICE  HOLDEN 

May  God  forgive  the  wars  of  all  the  earth 
And  teach  us  what 
The  peace  of  God  is  worth; 
Show  how  the  living  stream 
Of  his  own  might 
Avenges  evil,  sanctifies  the  right, 
Leads  out  the  living  soul 
Within  the  dust 
To  upward  paths 
To  God  by  peaceful  trust; 
And  overcoming  wrong  by  active  love 
It  works  the  peace  of  Christ 
And  God  above, 
And  spreads  for  all 
In  friendship's  tide  of  good 
A  flood  of  love,  the  bond  of  brotherhood. 
Cimarron,  Kans. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 


A  fla&ia  MeettiHf 

BY  KATHRYN  KIRACOFE 

We  moved  our  tent  into  a  village  several  miles  distant 
from  our  previous  camp.  We  were  there  only  a  few 
days  when  we  heard  rumors  of  a  jatra,  or  religious  fair, 
gathering  in  a  near-by  village.  The  constant  wending 
of  people  in  that  direction  gave  evidence  that  the  rumor 
was  true.  So  we  decided  to  go  also,  and  for  two  pur- 
poses: to  see,  and  if  we  could  get  anyone  to  listen,  to 
have  a  meeting.  The  master  of  the  village  in  which  we 
were,  and  the  master  who  is  traveling  with  me  this 
year,  had  been  called  by  the  government  officer  to  help 
take  the  census.  So  we  women  (the  wives  of  the  above 
mentioned  two  masters,  the  girl  who  stays  with  me,  and 
the  writer)  set  out  in  an  oxcart,  taking  with  us  our 
portable  victrola,  drums,  picture  rolls,  temperance 
posters  and  our  songbooks;  also  we  took  tracts  to  dis- 
tribute and  gospels  to  sell.  The  school  boys  and  girls 
of  the  village  joined  us. 

But  before  going  on  with  our  story,  let  me  tell  some- 
thing about  this  jatra  or  religious  fair.  Usually  a  jatra 
is  considered  a  gathering  of  religious  pilgrims  for  re- 
ligious purposes.  But  the  merchants  have  taken  such 
advantage  of  these  gatherings  to  sell  their  wares  that 
now  many  go  only  to  buy  or  to  sell.  In  this  village,  on 
a  branch  of  the  big  Tapti  River,  is  a  spot  which  is  con- 
sidered sacred  by  this  class  of  people.  They  believe 
that  at  a  certain  time  of  year,  if  they  bathe  in  the  water 
at  this  particular  place,  that  any  skin  diseases  they  have 
will  be  cured;  and  since  itch  and  other  skin  diseases  are 
always  to  be  found  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  in  any 
village,  and  especially  at  this  time  of  year,  there  are  al- 
ways plenty  of  bathers.  In  this  section  this  year  the 
crops  have  a  good  yield.  The  grain  merchants  cast  their 
eyes  in  this  direction  and  figured  out  a  scheme  whereby 
they  could  get  the  grain  cheap,  for  grain  is  selling  at  a 
high  price  this  year.  So  when  the  people  came  to  bathe, 
the  merchants  came  also  bringing  small  articles  such  as 
oil,  salt,  spices,  cloth  and  sweetmeats,  and  sold  them  in 
exchange  for  the  grain.  The  Parsee  of  the  village  also 
received  his  share  of  profit,  for  he  had  a  generous  sup- 
ply of  liquor  there  to  sell.  Before  his  shop  was  a  large 
open  space  cleared  away  for  dancing. 

It  was  on  the  second  day  of  the  three  days  of  this 
jatra  that  we  went.  We  went  hoping  that  by  our  vic- 
trola and  drums  we  might  draw  a  few  from  other  at- 
tractions to  hear  the  message  we  had  to  give.  Our 
hopes  were  more  than  realized.  As  we  drove  in,  the 
people  left  the  dancing  and  selling  booths  by  groups 
and  crowded  around  us  until  we  were  hardly  able  to 
get  out  of  our  cart.     That  morning  we  had  sent  word 


to  the  master  of  the  village  in  which  we  had  been,  to 
come  if  he  could.  We  were  thankful  to  see  him  making 
his  way  through  the  crowd.  He  tried  to  control  the 
crowd,  and  we  began  singing.  A  young  man,  who 
seemed  to  have  had  just  enough  liquor  to  make  him 
foolish,  attempted  to  help  the  master  control  the  crowd, 
but  his  actions  only  caused  more  confusion.  One  of  our 
women  held  up  the  temperance  poster  and  began  talk- 
ing directly  to  him  about  the  absurdity  of  filling  the 
body  with  such  fiery  substance.  The  young  man's  at- 
tention was  caught  at  once.  After  listening  a  few  min- 
utes he  hung  his  head  in  shame,  and  slipped  back  into 
the  crowd.  We  saw  no  more  of  him,  but  a  prayer  went 
up  for  him  in  our  hearts. 

In  a  short  time  the  master  had  the  center  of  the  crowd 
seated,  and  others  were  standing  quietly  back.  We 
sang  more  songs,  had  prayer,  then  one  of  the  women 
talked  about  health,  and  the  harm  of  alcohol  and  opium. 
Another  woman  talked  about  the  care  of  our  children. 
Then  the  master  showed  the  picture  of  Christ,  the  Good 
Shepherd,  and  told  of  our  need  of  a  shepherd  and  how 
God's  love  is  searching  for  us.  He  then  gave  out  the 
tracts  to  all  who  could  read  and  sold  a  gospel. 

We  were  so  surrounded  by  the  crowd  all  through  our 
meeting  that  we  could  not  see  what  was  going  on  in 
other  parts  of  the  jatra  grounds.  But  we  were  aware 
that  enough  of  the  people  from  the  merchants'  selling 
booths  had  come  to  give  them  alarm,  for  the  man  who 
beats  the  large  drum  to  call  the  crowd  began  to  beat 
furiously.  The  people  paid  no  heed  but  stayed  in  our 
meeting.  So  the  drum-beater  climbed  a  near-by  tree 
with  his  drum,  so  as  to  make  the  noise  of  his  drum  pene- 
trate forcibly  into  our  group,  but  in  spite  of  this  added 
noise,  our  meeting  continued,  with  the  people  eagerly 
listening  to  every  word.  Later  we  were  told  that  al- 
most everyone  had  left  the  selling  booths  and  liquor 
shop  and  had  come  into  the  meeting.  We  estimated  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  in  our  meeting. 

We  went  from  the  meeting  very  much  impressed  and 
grateful  to  the  loving  Father  for  this  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing, and  with  a  prayer  that  the  message  may  have 
fallen  on  good  ground  and  would  bear  fruit  for  the 
Master. 

As  we  prepared  to  go  an  old  man  came  up  and  bowed 
before  us.  He  began  talking  in  a  pleading  tone,  but  we 
could  not  understand  his  language.  By  his  speech  and 
dress  we  recognized  him  as  a  resident  of  the  other  side 
of  the  Tapti  River,  from  that  vast  territory  where  as 
yet  the  light  of  the  gospel  has  not  gone.  One  of  the 
women  of  our  group  suggested  that  the  man  was  proba- 
bly drunk,  so  wanted  to  go  on.  But  just  then  we  caught 
the  words  "Jesus  Christ"  fall  from  his  lips  and  one  of 
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Herman  B.  and  Hazel  Minnich  Landis  are  now  home  on  furlough  from 
Marama,  Africa.  Journeying  mercies  were  extended  to  them  as  they  sailed 
from  Lagos  to  New  York  in  May  1941.  They  made  the  trip  home  in  record 
time.  It  will  be  recalled  that  during  the  same  period,  our  three  missionary 
nurses  were  undergoing  a  very  different  experience  at  sea.  The  Landises 
are  now  attending  school  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  preparing  themselves  more  fully 
for  their  future  service  in  Africa.  They  desire  to  be  held  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  church  each  day  during  this  week.     Let  us  pray  for  them. 
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the  women  quickly  said,  "No,  he  is  saying  something 
about  Jesus.  We  must  know  what  he  is  saying."  Soon 
some  one  came  along  who  understood,  and  interpreted 
his  entreaty  for  us.  He  was  saying,  "Please  come  to  us 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  tell  us  about  Jesus 
Christ.  We  will  come  to  hear  and  we  will  listen.  We 
want  to  hear  about  him  too."  Our  hearts  were  deeply 
touched.  We  returned  to  our  village,  and  reported  the 
events  of  the  afternoon  to  the  men  of  our  group.  We 
sat  down  and  prayerfully  reconsidered  our  plans,  wheth- 
er or  not  we  should  go  while  on  this  tour,  or  return  later 
to  go  into  that  section.  We  decided  to  do  the  latter  for 
other  villages  were  waiting  for  our  coming.  We  have 
not  gone  yet.  Shall  we  go  and  give  them  the  message 
when  we  cannot  send  a  teacher  among  them  to  teach 
them  the  Way  of  this  message?  Whatever  may  be  the 
answer  to  this  question,  we  feel  this  to  be  a  definite 
Macedonian  call,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  no  choice  but 
to  answer,  knowing  that  the  all-loving  Father  will  open 
a  way  to  care  for  his  own,  if  we  are  willing  to  follow. 
Pray  for  these  who  heard  the  message  in  the  jatra  that 
day  and  for  the  young  man  who  bought  the  gospel. 
Pray  for  these  of  this  vast  territory  who  are  yet  in 
darkness,  who  are  now  realizing  that  they  are  in  dark- 
ness and  are  calling  for  light.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may 
always  be  ready  to  follow  where  he  leads,  in  making 
Christ  known  in  this  land. 
Vyara,  India. 


From  the  Court  of  the  Manchus 

BY  MARTHA  N.  PARKER 

"What  can  Mr.  Yang  be  doing,"  I  wondered  as  I 
watched  him  from  the  study  window.  He  seemed  very 
excited  as  he  stood  there  on  the  walk  holding  up  that 
string  of  beads.  He  had  looked  at  them  through  the 
magnifying  glass  in  the  house  and  then  had  gone  out- 
side, stooped  to  do  something  with  them  at  the  stone 
steps;  it  looked  as  if  he  had  taken  several  of  them,  one 
at  a  time  and  rubbed  them  on  the  rough  stone.  Then 
he  stood  there  holding  them  up,  first  between  him  and 
the  sun  and  then  away  from  the  sun,  close  to  his  eyes 
and  then  far  away.  Mr.  Yang,  an  antique  dealer,  for 
the  last  three  days  had  been  at  our  house  a  couple 
hours  each  morning  to  classify  and  evaluate  the  ar- 
ticles we  had  collected  from  different  places  in  China, 
and  that  day  he  was  to  finish  the  task.  The  string  of 
beads  was  the  last  article,  and  he  had  certainly  spent 
a  lot  of  time  on  them  already,  so  I  decided  to  go  out 
and  ask  him  if  they  were  really  court  beads  as  our 
Chinese  friend  through  whom  we  had  bought  them  had 
assured  us  they  were. 

Mr.  Yang  heard  me  open  the  screen  door  and  called 
to  me,  "Come  and  see.  Come  and  see.  They  are  real! 
It's  a  string  of  real  court  beads  of  an  official  of  high 
rank  during  the  Ch'ing  Dynasty.  And  the  stones  are 
valuable  too — all  but  these  three  on  the  ends  of  these 
pendants  and  they  have  been  changed  for  false  ones 
sometime."  He  told  me  how  he  knew  they  were  real 
court  beads  and  showed  me  several  tests  he  had  made 
to  prove  the  stones  too  were  real  crystal  and  another 
stone  which  he  named  and  said  was  even  more  pre- 
cious than  the  crystal.  I  did  not  know  what  kind  of 
stone  it  was,  and  although  I  looked  in  several  Chinese- 
English  dictionaries,  I  could  not  find  what  the  English 
name  was. 

The  string  of  be"ads  was  so  long  that,  when  I  put  them 


around  my  neck,  the  circle  fell  almost  to  my  knees,  and 
the  main  central  pendant  that  hung  from  the  string 
reached  almost  to  my  ankles.  The  main  string  was  of 
crystals,  each  stone  about  one-half  inch  in  diameter, 
strung  on  silk  cord;  these  were  divided  into  four  equal 
parts  by  the  insertion  of  four  of  the  other  precious 
stones,  which  were  each  about  one  inch  in  diameter  and 
looked  like  a  pink  tinged  crystal  filled  with  streaks  of 
a  deeper  pink  or  red.  From  the  one  in  the  front  hung 
a  pendant  of  silk  braid,  the  color  of  old  gold,  about 
one  inch  long  and  it  contained  three  more  of  these 
precious  stones.  The  stone  right  next  to  the  large  one 
on  the  main  string  was  shaped  like  a  Chinese  vase;  the 
second  stone,  halfway  down  on  the  braid,  was  like  an 
oval  broach  with  a  mounting  of  filigree  gold,  and  the 
third,  at  the  end  of  the  string,  was  a  very  large  drop 
with  a  cap  of  filigree  gold  made  to  resemble  a  partially 
opened  rose  bud.  Then  halfway  between  the  large 
stones  at  the  sides  and  center  front  were  three  more 
accessory  strings  of  beads,  one  on  one  side  and  two  on 
the  other,  each  of  which  was  made  of  a  silk  cord  the 
same  color  as  the  braid  pendant  and  contained  two 
series  of  five  beads  of  the  same  precious  stone,  only 
these  were  smaller  than  the  crystals.  On  the  end  of 
each  string  was  a  drop  made  like  the  large  drop  except 
they  were  much  smaller.  It  was  these  drops  that  Mr. 
Yang  said  were  imitations,  and  on  closer  inspection  it 
was  easy  to  see  that  they  were  not  real  stones.  He 
said  these  accessory  strings  denote  the  rank  of  the 
official  who  had  worn  the  beads. 

When  Mr.  Yang  had  finished  explaining  about  the 
beads,  he  asked  where  we  had  gotten  them.  I  replied 
that  our  friend,  Mr.  Chao,  who  had  brought  them  to 
our  house,  said  they  had  belonged  to  the  Wu  family. 

"Not  the  family  of  Wu  Hsing  Liang,"  asked  Mr.  Yang 
with  surprise.  But  I  could  not  say,  as  Mr.  Chao  had 
just  said  the  Wu  family,  and  not  knowing  much  of 
Chinese  history,  that  name  had  not  meant  much  to  me. 
But  Mr.  Yang  was  interested  in  finding  out  all  about 
them,  so  he  went  immediately  to  see  Mr.  Chao.  Later 
he  told  me  they  were  the  court  beads  of  the  family  of 
Wu  Hsing  Liang,  and  the  grandson  of  Wu  Hsing  Liang, 
the  last  of  the  House  of  Wu,  was  the  person  from  whom 
we  had  bought  them. 

These  beads  had  been  worn  many  times  through 
several  generations  when  the  head  of  the  Wu  family 
had  had  audience  with  the  emperor.  When  one  entered 
the  presence  of  the  ruler,  he  would  move  forward  slow- 
ly with  hands  clasped  in  front  of  him  and  head  bowed 
until  the  beads  hung  down  so  that  the  drop  on  the  end 
of  the  pendant  just  touched  the  floor.  Only  when  the 
emperor  had  recognized  him  and  given  him  leave  to 
speak,  would  he  raise  his  head.  Wu  Hsing  Liang  was 
the  last  of  the  Wu  family  to  wear  these  court  beads, 
and  he  had  worn  them  on  that  unhappy  occasion  when 
he  had  had  audience  with  the  Empress  Dowager  Tsu 
Hsi,  ruler  at  the  time  the  Manchus  were  overthrown 
and  the  republic  was  established. 

The  house  of  Wu  had  had  considerable  wealth,  but 
at  the  death  of  his  father,  Wu  Hsing  Liang  had  received 
only  a  modest  inheritance,  and  he  was  soon  spending 
more  and  more  in  an  effort  to  keep  his  official  position 
as  well  as  to  keep  his  home  running  smoothly.  It  took 
not  a  little  to  do  the  latter,  for  he  had  two  wives  and  a 
concubine,  Lotus  Flower.  His  first  wife  had  borne  no 
children;  therefore  his  wife  had  gotten  him  a  second 
wife  and  she  had  one  son  who  was  then  twenty  years 
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old.  But  Lotus  Flower,  the  concubine,  brought  into  his 
home  after  his  father's  death,  was  the  one  for  whom 
Wu  Hsing  Liang  spent  most  of  his  money.  Wu  Hsing 
Liang  was  growing  old  and  it  took  much  to  keep  his 
young  and  pretty  concubine  happy.  He  had  managed 
for  a  while,  but  when  she  used  more  and  more  opium 
in  an  effort  to  smother  her  discontent,  it  had  become 
a  greater  task  than  he  could  accomplish.  His  first  wife, 
who  by  right  of  her  position  held  the  family  purse  and 
ran  the  household,  saw  what  was  happening  and  began 
to  make  matters  even  more  difficult  for  the  husband. 
This  was  not  because  she  was  jealous  of  the  concu- 
bine, for  she  had  given  up  her  right  to  her  husband's 
affections  when  she  had  persuaded  him  to  take  a  second 
wife  because  she  had  no  children,  but  because  she  knew 
if  something  was  not  done  there  would  soon  be  nothing 
left  for  his  son  and  they  all  be  in  difficulty. 

One  day,  when  Wu  Hsing  Liang  went  to  bid  good-by 
to  Lotus  Flower,  her  serving  woman  met  him  just  in- 
side the  moon-gate  of  the  concubine's  court.  This 
moon-gate,  so  called  because  it  was  round  like  the 
full  moon,  opened  from  the  main  court  into  the  inner 
court  which  was  the  most  beautiful  of  all  the  court- 
yards of  the  House  of  Wu.  Its  cluster  of  shrubs  around 
the  well  and  its  flower  garden  spreading  out  from  the 
artistic  little  "ting  tze,"  Chinese  summer  house,  made 
it  an  inviting  place  for  anyone  who  wanted  to  relax. 
But  that  day  there  was  no  one  to  enjoy  its  beauty,  for 
Wu  Hsing  Liang  was  too  worried  over  political  prob- 
lems to  see  it  and  the  serving  maid  had  brought  word 
that  Lotus  Flower  was  in  her  room  crying  herself  sick. 

When  Wu  Hsing  Liang  entered  the  overly-perfumed 
and  decorated  room  of  his  concubine,  he  found  her  sit- 
ting on  her  bed  with  the  red  silk  drapes  drawn;  she 
was  weeping  loudly  and  refused  to  be  comforted. 

"You  don't  love  me  any  more.  I  can't  even  have  the 
few  things  I  need  to  make  me  happy.  Tomorrow  I 
shall  jump  in  the  well,  and  all  the  world  shall  know 
that  you  mistreated  me,"  she  wailed,  and  all  of  his 
promises  failed  to  quiet  her. 

In  despair  he  left  her  room  to  prepare  for  his  trip 
from  Shansi  into  Peking,  for  he  had  been  summoned 
to  the  Imperial  Palace.  But  before  he  left  the  city,  he 
went  to  a  jeweler  and  had  him  replace  three  of  the 
stones  from  the  court  beads  with  artificial  ones.  These 
three  valuable  beads  he  had  sold  with  several  pieces  of 
jade  taken  from  their  jewel  box  when  his  wife  had 
given  him  the  keys  to  get  the  court  beads.  The  money 
he  sent  back  to  Lotus  Flower. 

Wu  Hsing  Liang  arrived  in  Peking  and  had  his  audi- 
ence with  the  Empress  at  a  very  disturbed  time.  She 
accused  him  of  not  being  loyal.  She  ordered  him  to 
reappear  before  her  with  another  official  from  Shansi 
whom  she  had  summoned  to  come  before  her  the  next 
day.  But  Wu  Hsing  Liang  was  afraid  to  wait  and  give 
an  account  of  his  work,  so  instead  he  fled  back  to  his 
home  hoping  to  hide.  Only  a  few  days  later,  the  Em- 
press Dowager  herself  was  fleeing  to  Sian  to  escape 
the  Western  troops  which  were  entering  Peking  to 
quell  the  Boxer  uprising.  Although  Wu  Hsing  Liang 
had  escaped  to  his  home,  he  was  not  safe  for  long. 
At  the  request  of  the  countries  signing  the  treaties  at 
the  end  of  the  rebellion,  Wu  Hsing  Liang  was  put  to 
death  as  one  of  the  instigators  of  the  uprising. 

After  Wu  Hsing  Liang's  death,  Lotus  Flower  became 
more  discontent  every  day  and  made  the  whole  family 
uncomfortable  by  her  loud  weeping  and  complaining. 


Finally  the  son,  backed  by  his  mother  and  his  father's 
first  wife,  told  the  concubine  that  she  could  take  her 
choice  of  living  as  their  means  allowed  or  leaving  the 
home.  She  took  the  easier  way  out,  and  her  body  was 
recovered  from  the  well  into  which  she  had  so  many 
times  threatened  to  jump. 

The  Empress  Dowager  did  come  back  to  Peking  to 
reign.  After  her  death,  she  was  succeeded  by  her 
nephew  who  reigned  three  years  when  the  dynasty 
was  overthrown  and  the  republic  established.  Wu 
Hsing  Liang's  son  never  took  up  public  life.  The  beads 
were  kept  by  him  until  his  death.  At  the  time  of  the 
Japanese  invasion  when  his  wife  and  son,  the  only  ones 
left  of  the  family  of  Wu,  could  not  longer  get  the  in- 
come from  their  land,  they  were  forced  to  sell  the 
beautiful  family  jewels  to  buy  food.  Thus  came  these 
precious  and  valuable  beads  from  the  court  of  the 
Manchus  into  the  hands  of  an  American  woman. 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

A  Sample  of  Camp  Life 

The  following  excerpts  are  from  an  article  in  the 
November  Magnolia  Time  Peace,  the  new  monthly  pub- 
lication of  Camp  Magnolia.  They  are  quoted  here  be- 
cause practically  the  same  could  have  been  written 
about  any  of  the  camps — Lagro,  Stronach  or  Kane.  The 
specific  references  will  vary  from  camp  to  camp,  such 
as  the  actual  work  on  the  work  program,  etc.,  but  the 
essence  of  the  expression  is  fundamental  to  all. 

"Almost  five  months  have  passed  since  the  group  of 
pioneers  arrived  at  the  long  abandoned  CCC  camp  at 
Magnolia,  Arkansas.  Busy  hands  soon  put  the  ground 
and  buildings  into  shape.  Since  then  sixty-seven  men 
have  taken  up  residence  in  the  camp.  Of  this  number 
thirteen  have  been  returned  to  normal  civilian  life. 

"Although  representing  great  sectional,  occupational, 
and  religious  differences,  the  boys  have  been  willing  to 
relinquish  many  of  their  own  personal  desires  and 
habits  so  that  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  group 
might  be  served.  A  fine  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship 
has  characterized  camp  life  from  the  beginning. 

"In  the  evolution  of  our  common  problems  democratic 
principles  are  applied.  A  camp  council  consisting  of 
two  elected  councilmen  from  each  of  the  three  cabins 
acts  as  a  go-between  for  the  campers  and  the  staff. 

"We  have  taken  advantage  of  every  opportunity  here 
to  serve  the  community  about  us.  One  of  our  number 
preaches  on  Sunday  afternoons  at  the  united  services  at 
Village,  Arkansas.  Another  is  helping  the  coaching 
staff  of  the  local  high  school.  Also  in  the  field  of  music 
many  of  the  campers  have  contributed  their  talents  to 
the  churches  in  this  vicinity.  These  gestures  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  the  men  have  done  much  to 
improve  community  goodwill  toward  us. 

"Through  the  work  project,  which  is  administered  by 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  we  have  been  able  to 
further  gain  the  respect  of  the  community.  Except  for 
a  few  reserved  for  work  in  camp,  each  enrollee  spends 
forty  hours  a  week  working  on  the  soil  on  farms. 

"The  educational  program  is  designed  to  satisfy  indi- 
vidual interests  and  the  needs  of  the  group  as  a  whole. 

"As  time  progresses  we  are  becoming  more  and  more 
aware  of  the  opportunity  that  is  offered  us  here  to  train 
ourselves  to  become  more  effective  pacifists.  Through 
self-discipline,  training  in  hand  skills,  and  development 
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in  spiritual  strength  we  hope  to  become  better  able  to 
cope  with  the  job  of  reconstruction  ahead." 


C.  O.'s  in  Other  Lands 

New  Zealand  is  one  of  the  few  dominions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Empire  that  has  passed  a  conscription  bill.  To  date 
the  only  provisions  made  for  conscientious  objectors  to 
combatant  and  noncombatant  service  in  the  armed 
forces  is  complete  exemption  for  the  few  who  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  belong  to  some  historic  religious  pacif- 
ist group  such  as  the  Friends.  Many  of  the  others  whose 
convictions  caused  them  to  violate  the  conscription  act 
by  refusing  to  take  part  in  the  military  activities  in 
which  they  were  drafted  have  been  thrown  into  prison. 
Even  those  who  have  secured  complete  exemption  may 
not  express  their  views  in  public  where  others  might  be 
influenced,  upon  penalty  of  fine  and  imprisonment. 

A  request  has  been  received  for  complete  details  of 
our  camp  organization  and  its  relationship  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  community.  This  information  will  be  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  interested  groups  in  New  Zea- 
land in  the  hope  that  they  may  build  and  improve  on 
our  experience. —  From  report  oj  Howard  Sollenberger, 
Camp  Lagro. 


The  Canadian  government  has  provided  camps  for 
conscientious  objectors  who  wish  to  do  work  of  national 
importance.  There  are  seven  camps  functioning  now 
under  full  government  finance  and  operation.  Each  boy 
receives  fifty  cents  a  day.  The  Historic  Peace  Churches 
are  permitted  a  chaplain,  whom  they  finance,  in  each 


Builders 

"Builders!"  he  snorted,  "Cowards,  you  mean! 

What  do  you  build?  Forests  for  your  grandchildren? 

Soil  for  2000  A.  D.? 

Dams  to  light  a  few  barren  farms,  a  wasted 

dust  bowl  in  the  Great  Plains? 

You'll  have  to  do  more,  more,  more  than  that 

if  you  want  to  stop  the  Terror, 

and  you  will  want  to  stop  the  Terror, 

and  you  will  do  more, 

to  preserve  the  things  we  stand  for, 

in  the  name  of  self-respect, 

in  the  name  of  God." 

What  do  we  say?    What  do  we  build? 
Are  these  trees,  trees? 
Is  this  land,  land? 
Are  these  dams,  dams? 
Is  this  soil  merely  soil? 

Or  do  we  seek  to  toss  a  spark 

into  the  explosive  of  disillusion,  of  lethargy, 

of  disgust  and  realization  of  futility? 

to  lift  our  arms  and  bend  our  shoulders 

so  that  the  rest  of  man  can  see  our  minds, 

our  hearts,  our  dreams,  our  ideals,  and  most  of  all 

our  intensity  of  purpose  and  certainty  of  success? 

to  work  a  day,  to  learn  a  lesson, 

to  lead  a  life 

that  will  cause  the  rest  of  man 

to  stop,  to  watch,  to  wonder, 

to  stare,  with  lips  drawn  tight,  and  so  to  think. 

— Stanford  Soble,  Camp  Stronach 


camp.  The  work  projects  are  road  building  and  forestry 
work.  It  has  been  reported  that  many  Canadian  con- 
scientious objectors  look  with  wistful  eyes  toward  the 
Civilian  Public  Service  program  in  the  United  States, 
which  appears  to  them  as  more  satisfactory. 


"The  Conscientious  Objector  in  Great  Britain — A  to- 
tal of  61,673  men  have  asked  to  be  placed  on  the  register 
of  the  conscientious  objector  in  Great  Britain,  out  of  a 
total  of  6,709,736  men  registered  up  until  July  12,  1941, 
or  .92  per  cent. 

"Up  until  Aug.  2,  1941,  the  cases  of  42,276  men  had 
been  heard  by  local  tribunals;  6%  were  given  total  ex- 
emption; 37%  were  given  conditional  exemption;  28% 
were  denied  all  claims  as  C.  O.'s  and  assigned  to  full 
military  service. 

"Thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  ninety-eight  ap- 
peals had  been  filed  up  to  Aug.  30,  1941.  The  appellate 
tribunal  had  reviewed  11,169  appeals  up  to  June  30,  1941, 
and  had  varied  the  decision  in  47.6  per  cent  of  the  ap- 
peals heard.  In  only  175  cases  the  appellate  tribunal 
gave  the  appellants'  claims  a  lower  status  or  varied  the 
decision  in  favor  of  more  military  service;  in  4,820  cases 
the  appellate  tribunal  gave  a  more  liberal  decision  than 
the  local  board. 

"On  Sept.  15,  1941,  the  Central  Board  for  C.  O.'s  had 
record  of  250  C.  O.'s  in  prison,  of  whom  twenty-two 
were  serving  court-martial  sentences.  One  was  serving 
twenty-eight  days  for  refusing  to  fire  watch.  The  re- 
mainder have  refused  medical  examination,  and  sixty- 
four  of  them  were  serving  twelve  months." 

The  above  information  was  summarized  by  E.  Ray- 
mond Wilson  from  Bulletin  20,  September  1941,  of  the 
Central  Board  for  Conscientious  Objectors,  6  Endsleigh 
Street,  London. 


Occupational  Deferments 

In  line  with  a  memorandum  issued  by  Selective  Serv- 
ice to  State  Directors  last  spring  urging  careful  consid- 
eration of  occupational  deferments  of  students  and  other 
necessary  men  in  certain  specialized  professional  fields, 
Selective  Service  Headquarters,  under  date  of  Sept.  18, 
1941,  has  followed  up  with  another  memorandum  to 
State  Directors,  informing  them  of  a  new  type  of  ques- 
tionnaire— DSS  Form  42A — which  is  an  affidavit  to 
support  a  claim  for  occupational  deferment.  This  form 
should  be  filed  with  the  respective  local  board  by  any 
employer  or  authorized  school  official  or  registrant  who 
believes  a  case  warrants  deferment  because  of  a  regis- 
trant's "activity  as  a  'necessary  man'  in  industry,  busi- 
ness, employment,  agricultural  pursuit,  governmental 
service,  or  in  any  other  service  or  endeavor,  or  in  train- 
ing or  preparation  therefore."  A  local  board  may  ask 
an  employer  to  submit  a  Form  DSS  42A  even  though  he 
may  have  refused  to  do  so  voluntarily.  Selective  Serv- 
ice cautions  local  boards,  however,  to  avoid  deferment 
by  groups — each  individual  case  must  be  decided  on  its 
merits. 

The  professions  particularly  recommended  for  spe- 
cial consideration  because  of  possible  shortages  are: 
engineering — civil,  electrical,  chemical,  mining  and 
metallurgical,  and  mechanical.  A  secondary  list  in- 
cludes: engineering — agricultural,  sanitary;  dentistry; 
pharmacy;  physics;  biology  and  bacteriology;  geology; 
geophysics,  meteorology,  hydrology,  cartography;  med- 
icine. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Calendar  for  Sunday.  November  23 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Prayer  and  Thanksgiving. — 
Matt.  6:5-15;  Eph.  5:20;  1  Thess.  5:16-18.  Golden  Text, 
Pray  without  ceasing;  in  everything  give  thanks.  1 
Thess.  5:17,  18. 

Christian  Workers,  Thanksgiving:    For  What? 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  God  Is  the  Ruler  Yet. 

Intermediates,  Thanks  Be  to  God. 


Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Fairview  church,  Pa. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Elgin  church,  111. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Monocacy  church,  Md. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Silver  Lake  church,  Nebr. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Shoal  Creek  church,  Mo. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Stanley  church,  Wis.,  Bro.  Lewis 
Hyde,  pastor-evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Maple 
Spring  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Mount 
Morris  church,  111.,  Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler,  pastor. 

Three  baptized  and  six  reconsecrated  in  the  Big  Creek 
congregation,  Okla.,  Bro.  R.  G.  West,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Geiger  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Cecil  O. 
Showalter,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the  Mar- 
tinsburg  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  in  the  Quakertown  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  A. 
M.  Dixon,  evangelist. 

Twenty-nine  baptized  in  the  Lewistown  church,  Pa., 
Bro.  Harold  Snider,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Ardenheim  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Paul  R.  Yoder,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Cher- 
ry Grove  church,  Md.,  Bro.  C.  D.  Brendlinger,  pastor, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi. 

Twelve  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Sterling  church,  111.,  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins, 
evangelists. 

•       •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Brother  and  Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  Nov.  16  in  the  Zion 
church,  Mich. 

Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  1  in  the 
Brick  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Charles  E.  Zunkel  of  Lima,  Ohio,  in  the  Ross 
church,  Ohio,  Nov.  30— Dec.  14. 


Personal  Mention 

Southwestern  Kansas  has  selected  Eld.  W.  W.  Peters 
as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Con- 
ference, with  Eld.  James  H.  Elrod  as  alternate. 

Bro.  F.  H.  Crumpacker  and  wife  should  be  addressed 
until  further  notice  at  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  care  of  Juniata 
College.  The  latest  word  from  them  says:  "We  are 
well  and  happy  here  as  is  our  daughter  Haven." 

Our  congratulations  and  yours  too,  we  are  sure,  go  to 
Brother  and  Sister  George  H.  Faulkender  of  Spencer, 
Iowa.  Yes,  it  was  a  golden  wedding.  The  original  date 
was  Nov.  5  but  special  recognition  of  the  event  was 
given  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  Nov.  2. 

Good  mothers  are  quite  naturally  much  interested  in 
their  children.  That  is  what  brought  us  the  visit  of  Sis- 
ter Harry  J.  Smith  of  Topeka,  Kans.,  who  wanted  to  see 
the  conditions  under  which  her  two  daughters,  Harriette 
and  Ruth,  are  serving  in  the  Publishing  House  offices. 

Miss  Helen  Topping,  world  traveler  and  lecturer,  as- 
sociated for  many  years  with  the  work  of  Toyohiko 
Kagawa,  last  week  made  both  the  local  church  and  a 
group  of  the  Publishing  House  workers  the  beneficiaries 
of  her  experience  and  missionary  zeal.  She  is  much  in- 
terested in  promoting  the  co-operative  idea  in  interna- 
tional relations  as  well  as  in  the  smaller  units. 

Brother  and  Sister  W.  H.  Shull,  now  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  formerly  of  Virden  and  Girard,  111.,  are 
commemorating  fifty  years  of  married  life  together  and 
we  all  rejoice  with  them.  The  wedding  date  is  Dec.  2 
but  they  had  a  Thanksgiving  family  reunion  because 
more  of  their  ten  children  could  be  present  then.  Next 
day  they  had  open  house  to  Manchester  friends. 
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Editorial — 

Around   the  World   (E.   B.)    2 

When  to  Be  Thankful  (H.  A.  B.)   3 

When  Days  Are  Gray  (E.  F.)    3 

A  Tract  for  the  Times  (E.  F.)   4 

Religion  Makes  a  Difference   (H.  A.  B.)    4 

Make  to  Yourselves  Friends   (E.   F.)    4 

Kingdom    Gleanings    16,  17 

About    Books    17 

The  General  Forum — 

Persevering,  Prevailing  Prayer.     By  R.  C.  Hinkle   5 

Getting  the  Thanksgiving  Habit.     By  D.  D.  Fleishman  6 

A  Layman  Thanks  God  and  Man.     By  Horner  Eby   7 

What  Christ  Did  About  Communism.    By  Paul  Mohler 8 

I  Will  Defend  My  Country.     By  John  L.  Houff  10 

Living  Stream  (Verse).     By  Mary  Alice  Holden   11 

Our  Mission  Work — 

A  Jatra  Meeting.     By  Kathryn  Kiracof e    12 

What  to  Pray  For   12 

From  the  Court  of  the  Manchus.     By  Martha  N.  Parker   13 

Brethren  Service  Committee  News   14 

Home  and  Family — 

A  Real  Thanksgiving.     By  Ada  Scrogum  18 

Praise  and  Thanksgiving.    By  Sannie  Shelly  Beery  20 

Bits  of  Brotherliness.     By  Paul  F.  Bechtold   20 

The   Church   at   Work — 

Reports  of  the  Fall  Meetings  of  the  General  Boards:  The  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board;  Brethren  Publishing  House  Directors; 
Board  of  Christian  Education;  The  National  Youth  Cabinet; 
General  Ministerial  Board;  Brethren  Service  Committee;  The 
Council  of  Boards;  Historical  Commission;  The  Prince  of 
Peace     21-24 
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Seven  more  than  golden  it  was  for  Brother  and  Sister 
Samuel  M.  Miller  of  Palmyra,  Pa.,  when  they  had  their 
celebration  on  Sept.  28.  Fifty-seven  years  of  conjugal 
faithfulness  is  something  to  be  glad  for  in  a  world  in 
which  there  is  so  much  to  make  us  sad. 


Miscellaneous  Items 

A  late  issue  of  the  directory  for  the  Outlook  church  of 
Washington  shows  the  church  alive  and  well  organized 
for  work.  Bro.  Paul  S.  Longenecker,  district  executive 
secretary,  serves  this  church  as  pastor  and  elder. 

The  Maple  Grove  church  of  Western  Pennsylvania  is 
without  a  regular  minister  at  present  and  it  is  requested 
that  all  mail  intended  for  this  church  be  sent  to  the 
church  clerk,  Mrs.  Mildred  Moore,  Salix,  Pa. 

Concerning  the  1942  Yearbook.  As  an  economy  meas- 
ure the  Council  of  Boards  at  its  October  meeting  de- 
cided to  restrict  the  free  distribution  of  the  1942  Year- 
book to  the  ministers  of  the  church  and  other  persons 
whose  names  appear  in  official  lists  in  the  Yearbook.  To 
all  others  the  price  will  be  twenty-five  cents. 

The  Santa  Fe  church  of  Middle  Indiana  will  have  an 
all-day  home-coming  and  thanksgiving  meeting,  with 
basket  dinner  at  noon,  Nov.  30.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  will 
be  the  speaker.  "All  former  members  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  come  and  worship  with  us." 

"Wish  to  advise  the  writer  is  carrying  in  force  and 
has  been  for  a  number  of  years  $5,000  insurance  policy, 
the  General  Mission  Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren at  Elgin,  Kane  County,  Illinois,  its  successors  and 
assigns  forever,  to  be  the  beneficiary  under  this  policy." 
This  quotation  from  a  recent  letter  may  suggest  inter- 
esting possibilities  for  you  or  your  friends. 

Women  of  Northern  Indiana  will  hold  a  rally  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  27,  in  the  Nappanee  Community  Building. 
The  day's  program  will  begin  at  10:00  a.  m.  Mrs.  Paul 
Halladay,  state  W.  C.  T.  U.  president,  will  speak  at  both 
the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions.  Bring  your  box 
lunch.  Pastors  and  ministers  are  to  be  honor  guests. 
All  those  interested  in  home  building  and  temperance 
are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 

Attention,  ministers:  Did  you  see  the  announcements 
of  new  Gish  Fund  books  in  the  Messengers  for  Novem- 
ber 1  and  8?  Also  notice  that  if  you  want  to  get  the 
magazines,  The  Expositor  and  The  International  Jour- 
nal of  Religious  Education,  at  Gish  prices,  your  subscrip- 
tion order  must  be  in  the  office  of  the  Brethren  Publish- 
ing House  by  December  20.  No  subscriptions  at  Gish 
prices  will  be  accepted  after  that  date. 


Price  Changes  Seem  to  Be  the  Order  of  the  Day 

We  are  doing  all  we  can  to  keep  our  prices  in  line  but 
it  happens  that  some  changes  slip  through.  For  instance, 
the  Bibles  advertised  on  page  32  of  last  week's  Messen- 
ger are  $4.00,  $4.75,  $5.00  and  $6.00,  listed  in  order  on 
the  page. 

Also  note  that  on  the  outside  cover  of  the  November 
Teachers'  Monthly  the  prices  are  as  follows:  No.  1560 — 
$1.50;  No.  2350— $1.75;  and  No.  2500— $3.50. 

This  forces  us  to  repeat  that  all  our  prices  are  quoted 
subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois 


If  you  know  of  church  members  or  friends  located  in 
or  near  Charleston  or  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  please  notify 
either  Paul  Noff singer,  108  Vine  St.,  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
or  C.  F.  Snyder,  158  Cedar  St.,  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
Many  years  ago  we  had  a  church  in  the  capital  city  of 
West  Virginia.  An  effort  is  in  progress  to  revive  the 
work  there.  At  a  recent  meeting  thirty-two  Brethren 
and  friends  were  present.  Bro.  Paul  Noffsinger  was 
chosen  leader  of  the  group.  Increased  industrial  ac- 
tivity brightens  the  prospect  for  a  thriving  church.  Per- 
haps you  can  help  as  suggested  above. 

When  will  the  new  Inglenook  Cookbook  be  ready? 
Well,  that  really  depends  on  you.  We  are  getting 
recipes  on  nearly  every  mail,  but  we  should  have  a  to- 
tal of  two  or  three  thousand  from  which  to  select  the 
very  best.  We  are  especially  eager  for  recipes  telling 
how  to  prepare  the  simple,  economical  and  wholesome 
dishes  for  everyday  use.  See  page  30  for  a  list  of  pro- 
posed departments  in  the  new  cookbook.  Every  letter 
so  far  received  has  been  in  favor  of  the  project.  The 
ladies'  aid  of  one  western  district  was  at  the  point  of 
planning  a  cookbook  as  a  district  publication,  but  gra- 
ciously decided  to  support  the  new  Inglenook  Cookbook 
when  they  heard  about  our  plan.  The  women  of  a  Penn- 
sylvania congregation  are  planning  to  assemble  their 
recipes  and  send  them  in  at  one  time.  We  are  starting 
from  scratch  on  the  new  book  and  are  aiming  to  make 
it  the  most  useful  and  complete  manual  of  cooking  that 
we  can  publish  to  retail  for  a  dollar.  The  quantity  price 
to  aid  societies  handling  the  book  will  probably  be  nine 
dollars  per  dozen.  But  to  get  the  book  out  we  must 
have  your  recipes.  If  you  know  of  some  good  cook 
who  has  a  recipe  we  should  have,  please  urge  her 
to  send  it  in.  It  will  take  time  to  judge,  prepare  and  or- 
ganize the  materials  for  the  new  book.  Then,  too, 
manufacturing  a  book  is  quite  a  process.  But  remember 
we  must  have  the  recipes  first.  Send  your  recipes  as 
soon  as  you  can. 


Qhoui  Sochi 


The  Church  of  Our  Fathers.  Roland  H.  Bainton, 
Scribners,  1941.     242  pages.     $2.50. 

The  Church  of  Our  Fathers  presents  a  wealth  of 
stories  from  the  annals  of  church  history — stories  of 
persecution  and  suffering,  of  deceit  and  rivalry,  of  vision 
and  courage,  taking  the  reader  through  the  depths  and 
to  the  heights  in  the  church  of  the  past.  Paul,  Con- 
stantine,  St.  Augustine,  Luther,  Zwingli,  Calvin,  Knox 
and  many  others  come  alive  in  this  moving  drama  of  the 
church. 

The  hundreds  of  pictures  drawn  close  to  the  time  of 
the  events  which  they  describe  add  a  touch  from  the 
past  and  increase  the  appeal  of  the  book.  The  illustrated 
outline  of  the  Christian  centuries  is  interesting  to  the 
casual  reader  as  well  as  to  the  student  of  church  history. 

The  author  may  be  forgiven  if  there  is  a  bit  of  "talk- 
ing down  to"  in  the  style  of  the  book,  for  we  realize 
what  a  tremendous  task  was  undertaken  bringing  into 
one  volume  and  in  a  popular  style  a  vast  fund  of  infor- 
mation heretofore  found  only  in  students'  texts  and 
scholarly  volumes  on  church  history.  This  is  a  book 
which  will  serve  as  resource  material  as  well  as  being  a 
book  of  popular  interest  to  young  and  older  readers 
alike. — Grace  Hollinger. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


A  Real  ^Uanh&qiuUuf 

BY  ADA  SCROGUM 

"Money?  Is  it  possible  that  you  are  asking  for 
money  again?  Haven't  I  told  you,  Bessie,  that  I 
haven't  a  cent  more  to  spare?"  said  Henry  Hillard 
to  his  wife  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

"But  we  ought  to  give  something.  These  en- 
velopes were  passed  out  to  all  who  were  at  church 
this  morning.  We  are  to  put  in  our  Thanksgiving 
offering  and  take  the  envelope  back  next  Sunday. 
If  you  had  been  at  church  this  morning  you  would 
understand,"  explained  his  wife. 

"I  understand  it  well  enough,"  said  Mr.  Hillard. 
"Churches  are  always  asking  for  money.  That  is 
Just  why  I  quit  going.  Let  someone  else  pay  the 
church  bills." 

"But  this  money  goes  for  missions.  It  is  a 
Thanksgiving  offering,  and — " 

"Thanksgiving!"  interrupted  Henry.  "What  do 
we  have  to  be  thankful  for?  You  know  how  we 
have  failed  in  everything  this  summer.  You  know 
how  the  flood  came  in  this  low  land  and  washed 
away  our  seed  so  that  we  had  to  plant  everything 
over  again.  You  know  how  the  bugs  took  most  of 
our  potatoes,  and  the  beetles  took  our  beans.  And 
you  know  how  the  dry  weather  hurt  our  corn,  and 
all  our  chickens  died  with  disease.  And  then  to 
top  it  off,  our  nice  big  hog  that  we  were  going  to 
butcher  got  sick  and  died.  That  takes  all  our 
meat  for  this  winter  for  we  will  not  have  enough 
money  to  buy  any  more.  Now,  Bessie,  tell  me 
what  there  is  to  be  thankful  for.  I  say  let  Mr. 
Whetlock  give  his  money  to  missions.  He  has 
more  money  than  anyone  else  around  here." 

"Mr.  Whetlock  does  give  a  lot,"  said  Bessie,  "but 
that  does  not  excuse  us.  We  ought  to  give  a  little. 
The  Bible  says  to  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered 
us.    If  we  cannot  give  much,  we  can — " 

"Give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered?  Good!  That 
excuses  me,  for  he  has  not  prospered  me  yet,  so  I 
do  not  need  to  give  anything,"  exclaimed  Henry. 

"But  the  Lord  has  given  us  some  things,  like — " 

"Now,  don't  beg  for  any  more  money,"  inter- 
rupted Henry.  "If  I  had  all  that  Mr.  Whetlock 
has  I  would  give  you  all  you  ask  for.  He  cleared 
more  than  eight  hundred  dollars  on  his  wheat  crop 
this  year.  He  got  over  a  thousand  dollars  for  his 
chickens  and  turkeys,  besides  his  corn  and  other 
things.  He  has  a  better  farm  than  I  have  and  he 
can  raise  more.  By  the  way,  I  wish  I  had  one  of 
his  turkeys  for  Thanksgiving  dinner  next  Thurs- 
day. All  we  will  have  to  eat  is  potatoes,  and  not 
even  a  chicken  to  go  with  it." 

"We  are  not  discussing  Mr.  Whetlock,  nor  tur- 
keys either,"  said  Mrs.  Hillard.    "I  wonder  if  we 


can  put  a  dollar  in  the  envelope." 

"A  dollar!  No,  indeed!  We  will  need  all  our 
dollars  before  spring.  Since  our  hog  died,  we  do 
not  have  food  enough  to  last  over  winter.  I  don't 
know  what  we  are  going  to  do." 

"Can  we  put  in  fifty  cents?"  asked  Bessie.  "If 
we  run  out  of  food  before  next  spring,  we  can 
trust  the  Lord." 

"Trust  the  Lord!"  exclaimed  Henry.  "That  will 
not  do  any  good  for  he  has  never  helped  us  yet." 

"But  it  is  not  right  to  cheat  the  Lord  just  be- 
cause we  have  had  bad  luck.  Everybody  ought  to 
give  something." 

"Well,  if  you  are  determined  to  have  some 
money,  here  is  a  dime.  Now,  don't  ask  for  any 
more  money  until  next  summer."  And  Mr.  Hil- 
lard grudgingly  handed  her  the  money. 

Bessie  Hillard,  very  disappointed,  took  the  dime 
and  put  it  in  her  envelope.  She  placed  it  with  her 
Bible  to  be  taken  to  church  on  the  following  Sun- 
day. As  she  did  so,  she  breathed  a  silent  prayer 
that  her  husband's  heart  might  be  changed  so  that 
he  would  appreciate  his  blessings. 

Thanksgiving  Day  came.  After  the  morning 
chores  were  done,  Mr.  Hillard  came  in  and  sat 
down  in  the  only  rocking  chair  in  the  house  and 
prepared  himself  to  spend  a  day  reading  a  maga- 
zine. Three-year-old  Carrie  was  playing  with 
her  blocks  on  the  floor,  while  baby  Carlin  was 
asleep  in  his  crib.  When  Mrs.  Hillard  was  through 
with  her  morning  work  in  the  kitchen,  she  came 
into  the  living  room  and  said  cheerfully, 

"This  is  Thanksgiving  Day,  Henry.  Let  us  name 
what  we  have  to  be  thankful  for." 

"Huh!"  growled  Henry.  "No  Thanksgiving  Day 
for  me  this  year!" 

"I  think  we  have  many  things  to  be  thankful 
for,"  said  Bessie.  "I  am  thankful  for  our  home 
and—" 

"Home!"  interrupted  Mr.  Hillard.  "It  is  nothing 
but  a  three-room  shack.  I  had  hoped  to  build  a 
house  long  before  this,  but  it  seems  I  just  cannot 
get  money  enough  to  do  it.  I  know  you  are  not 
satisfied  here,  but  you  are  too  good  to  say  so. 
Now,  if  you  had  a  big  new  house  like  Mrs.  Whet- 
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lock  has,  then  you  would  have  something  to  be 
thankful  for.  She  has  a  real  nice  house  and  all 
the  modern  conveniences  that  a  person  could  have. 
If  I  could  build  a  house  like  that  one,  I  would  cer- 
tainly be  glad." 

"But  I  am  better  satisfied  than  you  think,"  said 
Mrs.  Hillard.  "I  am  especially  thankful  for  our 
two  nice  children." 

"Oh,  the  children!"  growled  Henry.  "The  baby 
cried  all  night  the  last  three  nights  and  kept  us  all 
awake.  You  aren't  thankful  for  that,  are  you? 
No  wonder  I  am  all  tired  out  and  don't  feel  good. 
You  are  tired,  too,  but  you  won't  admit  it.  Carlin 
is  almost  a  year  old  now.  Looks  like  he  would 
quit  his  crying  pretty  soon.  I  wish  he  could  be 
nice  like  Joanne  Whetlock.  They  say  she  sleeps 
all  night  without  waking  up,  and  she  never  cries 
about  anything." 

At  this  point  the  conversation  was  interrupted 
by  Carrie,  who  suddenly  stood  erect  and  shouted 
very  loudly,  "Look,  daddy,  see  how  high  I  can 
build  my  blocks!" 

Mr.  Hillard  was  getting  nervous.  He  reached 
over  and  gave  Carrie  a  slap  in  the  face  as  he  told 
her  to  keep  quiet  and  not  make  so  much  noise. 
Then  suddenly  little  Carlin  woke  up  and  began  to 
cry.  Henry  was  at  his  wit's  end.  He  could  stand 
it  no  longer.  He  put  on  his  hat  and  coat  and 
opened  the  door  as  he  said,  "I  might  be  back  about 
supper  time  this  evening!" 

"Where  are  you  going?"  asked  his  wife. 

"Anywhere — to  get  away  from  here!  There 
isn't  any  peace  for  a  man  with  kids  making  noise 
all  the  time!"  And  he  slammed  the  door  and  was 
gone.  Mrs.  Hillard  again  breathed  a  silent  prayer 
that  her  husband's  heart  might  be  changed  so  that 
he  would  appreciate  his  blessings. 

Mr.  Hillard  was  usually  a  good  man.  However, 
he  had  been  worried  all  fall  about  his  failing  crops. 
He  realized  that  he  did  not  have  food  enough  to 
last  over  winter.  It  seemed  that  things  were  get- 
ting worse  all  of  the  time.  He  had  come  to  the 
place  where  he  had  begun  to  pity  himself.  His 
wife  had  tried  to  help  him  but  it  was  all  in  vain. 
Now  he  had  lost  control  of  his  temper.  He  walked 
up  the  road  but  he  knew  not  where  he  was  going. 
He  soon  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  where  he  could 
see  the  Whetlock  home.  He  noticed  that  there 
were  several  cars  parked  in  front  of  the  house, 
and  some  people  standing  in  the  front  yard.  Of 
course,  Mr.  Whetlock  was  having  a  big  Thanks- 
giving celebration.  He  had  everything  in  the 
world  to  be  thankful  for.  No  doubt  he  had  invited 
in  all  of  his  friends  and  would  have  a  big  turkey 
dinner.    Henry  pitied  himself  as  he  thought  of  the 


scanty  meal  he  would  eat  in  his  little  shack  while 
Mr.  Whetlock  feasted  on  turkey  in  his  big  new 
house. 

Mr.  Hillard  walked  on  up  the  road.  When  he 
was  directly  in  front  of  the  Whetlock  house,  he 
glanced  up  and  saw — What?  Could  he  believe  his 
eyes?  There  was  a  crepe  on  the  door.  Who  was 
dead?  Perhaps  it  was  Mrs.  Whetlock  for  she  had 
not  been  well  for  several  months.  She  was  not 
able  to  work  and  spent  most  of  her  time  playing 
with  little  Joanne  just  to  pass  the  time  away. 
Joanne  was  their  only  child  and  a  little  more  than 
a  year  old.  When  Henry  stopped  and  asked  who 
was  dead,  he  was  informed  that  little  Joanne  had 
been  struck  by  a  car  while  playing  along  the  road 
in  front  of  their  house  the  day  before,  and  had 
died  about  midnight.  Mrs.  Whetlock  was  very  sick 
as  a  result  of  the  shock  of  such  a  sudden  death. 
The  doctor  had  been  there  since  early  morning 
and  had  expressed  his  opinion  that  she  might  not 
recover  from  the  terrible  shock. 

Mr.  Hillard  did  not  wait  to  hear  the  rest  of  the 
story.  He  turned  around  and  started  home.  He 
walked  very  fast  for  he  was  in  a  hurry.  In  fact, 
he  almost  ran  down  the  hill  to  his  little  shack. 
He  hurried  into  the  house  and  did  not  wait  to  take 
off  his  overcoat.  He  threw  his  hat  on  the  table 
and  grabbed  little  Carlin  in  his  arms.  Then  he  sat 
down  on  a  chair  with  Carlin  on  one  knee  and  took 
Carrie  on  the  other  knee.  With  his  arms  around 
both  children,  he  said  to  his  wife, 

"Bessie,  cook  a  big  dish  of  potatoes  for  dinner, 
for  we  are  going  to  have  a  real  Thanksgiving." 

"Henry!"  exclaimed  his  wife.  "What  has  hap- 
pened?   Why  are  you  so  happy?" 

"Come  here  and  I  will  tell  you,"  he  said  as  he 
pulled  up  a  chair  for  his  wife.  Then  with  Carrie 
and  Carlin  both  on  his  lap,  he  told  the  story  of  the 
crepe  on  the  door  at  the  Whetlock  home. 

"Isn't  that  terrible?"  said  Bessie.  "And  all  on 
Thanksgiving  Day!  How  can  they  be  thankful 
when  their  little  girl  is  gone?" 

"They  can't  be  thankful,"  said  Henry.  "Nobody 
could  under  those  circumstances." 

Mr.  Hillard  drew  both  of  his  children  closer  in 
his  arms  as  he  continued,  "I  never  realized  before 
how  precious  our  children  are.  What  would  we 
do  if  they  were  gone?  How  could  we  ever  get 
along  without  them?  Our  failing  crops  do  not 
matter,  our  little  shack  does  not  matter,  our  food 
for  winter  does  not  matter — nothing  matters  ex- 
cept our  children,  does  it,  Bessie?" 

"That  is  right,  Henry,"  answered  Mrs.  Hillard. 
"Nothing  matters  except  ourselves  and  our  chil- 
dren. As  long  as  we  are  all  well,  we  have  much 
to  be  thankful  for." 
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"I  am  so  sorry  for  Mr.  Whetlock,"  continued 
Henry.  "I  see  now  that  I  have  much  more  to  be 
thankful  for  than  he  has.  All  of  his  money,  his 
big  farm  and  his  new  house  do  not  mean  anything 
when  his  little  girl  is  dead  and  his  wife  is  sick.  He 
will  not  have  any  Thanksgiving  this  year." 

Mr.  Hillard  was  silent  for  a  few  minutes  as  if  in 
deep  thought.  Then  suddenly  he  said,  "Well,  I 
must  take  off  my  overcoat  for  I  am  getting  warm. 
And,  Bessie,  get  the  potatoes  on  for  dinner." 

There  was  a  real  Thanksgiving  celebration  in 
the  Hillard  home  that  afternoon.  They  ate  their 
dinner  which  consisted  mostly  of  potatoes.  Then 
Henry  spent  his  time  playing  with  the  children 
and  it  made  him  happy.  Little  Carlin  seemed  to 
be  the  pride  of  his  heart.  Carrie  noticed  the  dif- 
ference in  her  father  for  she  said  that  her  daddy 
was  so  good  to  play  with  her.  Mrs.  Hillard  looked 
on  and  enjoyed  it  all.  She  remembered  the  prayer 
she  had  prayed  that  her  husband's  heart  might  be 
changed.  She  felt  that  the  prayer  was  answered 
and  she  was  glad. 

That  evening,  after  supper  was  over  and  the 
children  had  been  put  to  bed,  Mr.  Hillard  said  to 
his  wife,  "Bessie,  I  took  that  dime  out  of  your  en- 
velope this  evening,  and  I  put  a  dollar  bill  in  its 
place.  It  will  be  our  offering  this  time  instead  of 
your  offering,  for  I  am  going  to  church  with  you 
next  Sunday." 

"Oh,  Henry!"  exclaimed  his  wife.  "Do  you 
mean  it?" 

"I  really  mean  it,"  he  said.  "I  have  always  had 
an  excuse  to  stay  away  from  church  the  last  three 
years  because  I  said  that  babies  always  disturb 
a  church  service.  I  offered  to  stay  at  home  and 
take  care  of  them  while  you  went.  That  was  only 
an  excuse  because  I  did  not  want  to  go  to  church. 
Our  babies  never  did  disturb  a  service  and  I  don't 
think  they  ever  will.  I  am  going  to  church  every 
Sunday  from  now  on,  and  we  will  take  the  chil- 
dren with  us." 

"How  wonderful!  I  have  just  been  wishing 
you  would  go  to  church  with  me  again  like  you 
used  to  do,"  said  Mrs.  Hillard. 

"I  haven't  treated  the  Lord  fair,"  he  continued, 
"and  I  am  sorry  for  it  now.  I  can  see  that  he  has 
blessed  me  much  more  than  I  deserve.  You  said 
last  Sunday  that  we  should  give  as  the  Lord  has 
prospered  us.  I  know  now  that  the  Lord  has  pros- 
pered me  in  things  worth  far  more  than  money. 
As  long  as  I  have  a  good  wife  like  you  and  two 
sweet  children,  I  have  more  than  all  the  riches  in 
the  world.  If  I  would  give  as  the  Lord  has  pros- 
pered me  in  things  like  that,  I  could  never  pay 
my  debt  to  him.  I  will  show  my  appreciation  to 
him  by  going  to  church  and  giving  an  offering  ev- 


ery Sunday.    If  we  run  out  of  money  before  next 

spring,  we  will  do  as  you  said  last  Sunday — we 

will  trust  the  Lord." 

"Good!"  said  Bessie.  "I  know  he  will  never  fail." 
Silence  reigned  a  few  minutes  and  then  Henry 

added,  "Bessie,  this  has  been  a  real  Thanksgiv- 

ing." 
Elkins,  W.  Va. 


Praise  and  Thanksgiving 

BY  SANNIE  SHELLY  BEERY 
"Who  can  utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord? 
Who  can  show  forth  all  his  praise"  (Psa.  106:2)? 
"But  oh  eternity's  far  too  short 
To  utter  all  thy  praise." 

"A  thousand  blessings,  Lord  to  us 

Thou  dost  impart, 
We  ask  one  blessing  more,  O  Lord, 
A  thankful  heart." 
"God  has  a  good  ear  for  heart  music." 
"The  souls   that   are   greatest   in   praise   are  always 
greatest  in  prayer." — J.  H.  Jowett. 

"In  loftiest  songs  of  sweetest  praise 
I  would  to  everlasting  days 
Make  all  his  glories  known." 
"There  is  more  said  in  the  Bible  about  praise  than 
prayer." — D.  L.  Moody. 

"No  one  is  ever  going  to  have  anything  worth  calling 
a  harp  in  glory  who  has  not  already  harped  music  in  his 
own  soul." — J.  H.  Jowett. 

"Thanksgiving  is  nothing  if  not  a  glad  and  reverent 
lifting  of  the  heart  to  God  in  honor  and  praise  for  his 
goodness. "—J.  R.  Miller. 
"Let  them  that  love  thy  name  be  joyful"  (Psa.  5:11). 

A  Chinese  convert,  an  unlearned  coolie,  said  that  he 
had  an  unable-to-speak-it-out  joy. 

"O  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing, 

My  great  Redeemer's  praise, 
The  glories  of  my  God  and  King, 
The  triumphs  of  his  grace." 
Clearville,  Pa. 


Bits    of    Brotherliness 

BY  PAUL  F.  BECHTOLD 

Do  Your  Bit  as  a  Hero  of  Peace 

Savior,  like  a  shepherd  lead  us. 
Much  we  need  thy  tender  care! 

In  truth  they  did,  too,  for  it  was  a  Japanese  lady  and  a 
Chinese  gentleman  singing  a  duet  at  a  Christian  con- 
vention. 

Here  was  no  hatred!  No  hint  of  war  could  be  seen 
on  these  peaceful  faces  aglow  with  Christian  love! 

Wouldn't  it  be  a  wonderful  experience,  were  such  a 
thing  possible,  to  get  a  world  chorus  (including  every- 
one on  the  planet)  singing  this  refrain?  How  incongru- 
ous and  how  nearly  impossible  it  would  then  be  for 
them  to  go  home  and  start  killing  each  other  again! 

Sometime  this  spirit  will  be  universal!  Then  "nation 
shall  not  rise  up  against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn 
the  art  of  war  any  more!" 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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The  General  Mission  Board 

By  Leland  S.  Brubaker,  General  Secretary 

The  General  Mission  Board  held  its  regular  fall  meet- 
ing beginning  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  28.  We  were  happy  to 
have  all  members  of  the  board  present  for  this  impor- 
tant session.  Rufus  D.  Bowman  and  H.  H.  Nye  were  re- 
elected chairman  and  vice  chairman  of  the  board.  F.  E. 
Mallott  was  re-appointed  on  the  Gish  Fund  Committee 
and  Harry  A.  Brandt  on  the  Tract  Committee  for  an- 
other three-year  period. 

Much  time  was  given  to  a  consideration  of  our  mis- 
sionary staff.  An  unusually  large  number  of  mission- 
aries are  now  home  because  of  sickness,  regular  fur- 
loughs, or  as  in  the  case  of  China,  because  of  conditions 
which  make  regular  mission  work  impossible  at  the 
present  time.  The  board  is  much  concerned  that  these 
consecrated  workers  shall  not  only  serve  the  church 
during  their  stay  at  home,  but  also  that  they  shall  be 
ready  to  return  to  their  work  as  soon  as  opportunity  is 
given. 

With  workers  retiring  after  spending  thirty  to  forty 
years  in  continuous  service  in  the  field,  and  with  others 
returning  home  because  of  ill  health  or  other  reasons, 
one  of  the  greatest  needs  facing  the  board  at  the  present 
time  is  that  of  new  workers.  It  was  expressed  again 
at  this  meeting  that  we  need  to  plan  our  future  mission 
program  in  the  light  of  great  opportunities  which  are 
bound  to  come. 

Therefore,  six  new  missionaries  were  considered  and 
appointed  at  this  meeting  to  be  presented  to  the  Rich- 
mond Conference  of  1942  for  its  approval.  Brother  and 
Sister  Andrew  Holderreed  of  Oakville,  Washington, 
were  appointed  to  China.  Bro.  Holderreed's  parents  are 
Brother  and  Sister  Louis  Holderreed  of  Oakville.  Sister 
Holderreed's  parents  are  Brother  and  Sister  Odes  S. 
Garber  of  Broadway,  Virginia. 

Brother  and  Sister  John  B.  Grimley  of  Norristown, 
Pennsylvania,  were  appointed  to  go  to  Africa.  Brother 
Grimley's  parents  live  in  Norristown  while  the  parents 
of  Sister  Grimley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Hess,  live  in 
Collingswood,  New  Jersey. 

Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  M.  Shull  were  appointed  for 
mission  work  in  India.  Brother  Shull  is  a  brother  to 
Chalmer  Shull,  now  a  missionary  in  India;  and  his  par- 
ents, Brother  and  Sister  W.  H.  Shull,  as  well  as  Sister 
Shull's  mother,  Mrs.  Lulu  Netzley,  live  at  North  Man- 
chester,  Indiana. 

These  young  men  are  all  seniors  at  Bethany  Biblical 
Seminary  this  year  and  will  receive  their  B.  D.  degrees 
next  spring.  They  plan  to  go  to  their  respective  fields 
next  summer  and  fall,  or  just  as  soon  after  that  as  op- 
portunities for  travel  are  open  to  them. 

The  school  for  children  of  our  missionaries  in  Africa 
is  beginning  to  be  realized.  Brother  and  Sister  Clarence 
Heckman  have  moved  from  Garkida  to  Jos,  where  Bro. 
Heckman  is  to  supervise  the  development  of  the  grounds 
and  the  construction  of  the  buildings.  Some  basic  ma- 
terials necessary  for  this  construction  are  being  sent 
from  the  States.  The  board  believes  this  to  be  a  very 
important  factor  in  the  future  work  of  our  Africa  mis- 
sion. The  school  will  be  composed  of  children  of  our 
own  missionaries  and  other  children  living  on  the  pla- 
teau  of  Jos.     More   than  likely   it   will   begin   with   a 


small  enrollment  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty.  The  board 
has  approved  the  securing  of  an  experienced  teacher  to 
go  to  Africa  next  summer  for  this  project. 

During  these  times  of  perplexities  and  increased 
world  problems  the  General  Mission  Board  calls  on  the 
church  to  bring  in  her  tithes  and  offerings  and  conse- 
crate them  to  a  prospective  on-going  and  increasing 
church  program.  Certainly  we  have  much  for  which  we 
are  thankful  and  pray  that  our  church  shall  fulfill  her 
possibilities  at  such  a  time  as  this. 

The  next  session  of  the  board  will  be  held  on  April 
21,  1942. 


Brethren  Publishing  House  Directors 

By  Earl  Kurtz,  Secretary  Brethren  Publishing  House 
The  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  convened  on 
Oct.  29,  1941.  They  faced  squarely  and  realistically  the 
problems  confronting  the  House.  One  decision  of  far- 
reaching  importance  is  to  retain  the  present  club  plans 
and  prices  for  the  Gospel  Messenger.  That  is,  the  price 
of  the  100%  club  (where  each  family  within  the  given 
congregation  subscribes  for  the  Gospel  Messenger)  re- 
mains at  $1.00  per  year.  The  subscription  rate  for  the 
75%  club  remains  at  $1.25  per  year.  And  the  regular 
rate  to  subscribers  not  taking  advantage  of  one  of  the 
two  above  clubs  remains  at  $2.00  per  year.  This  price 
level  was  retained  because  it  was  felt  that  the  Gospel 
Messenger  was  a  tremendous  uniting  force  in  the  church, 
and  therefore  that  all  possible  should  be  done  to  keep 
the  subscription  rate  down  to  a  level  where  our  entire 
church  constituency  cannot  afford  to  be  without  it.  We 
know  the  individual  churches  will  do  their  part  to  help 
us  increase  the  circulation  of  their  church  organ. 


Board  of  Christian  Education 

By  L.  Avery  Fleming,  General  Secretary 
All  nine  members  of  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion were  present  at  the  October  meetings  of  the  board. 
Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman,  Chicago,  and  Charles  E.  ZunkeL 
Lima,  Ohio,  new  members  of  the  board,  were  intro- 
duced by  the  chairman,  A.  C.  Baugher.  Miss  Florence 
Ritchey,  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  new  secretary  and  stenog- 
rapher in  the  Elgin  office,  was  also  presented  by  the 
general  secretary.  The  devotions  in  the  opening  session 
were  conducted  by  Harl  L.  Russell,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 
The  board  reviewed  and  approved  detailed  reports 
and  plans  presented  by  L.  Avery  Fleming,  general  sec- 
retary; D.  D.  Funderburg,  director  of  adult  work;  Ray- 
mond R.  Peters,  director  of  young  people's  work;  Ruth 
Shriver,  director  of  children's  work;  Dan  West,  director 
of  peace  work;  and  Ernest  G.  Hoff,  chairman  of  the  edi- 
torial staff  of  the  board. 

Among  the  plans  and  projects  to  be  approved  by  the 
board,  the  following  will  probably  be  of  special  interest 
to  the  church  at  large:  (1)  revision,  renaming  and  im- 
provement of  the  Brethren  Teachers'  Monthly;  (2)  issu- 
ance of  a  new  series  of  Primary  Graded  Lessons;  (3) 
adoption  of  An  Effective  Church  School  Standard  for 
experimental  use  in  our  Sunday  schools;  (4)  provisions 
for  further  work  in  the  intermediate  field;  and  (5)  plans 
for  co-operating  with  the  Brethren  Service  Committee 
in  meeting  the  needs  of  our  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps. 
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Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  was  re-elected  chairman  of  the 
board  and  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  vice-chairman.  Bro. 
Burton  Metzler  was  made  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee.    Other  appointments  were  as  follows: 

Music  Committee:  P.  L.  Huffaker,  A.  F.  Brightbill, 
George  Detweiler,  Paul  Halladay,  Nelson  T.  Huffman, 
Nevin  W.  Fisher,  E.  G.  Meyer. 

Recreation  Committee:  Raymond  Peters,  Robert 
Tully,  Paul  Miller,  Luke  Ebersole,  William  Smith,  Ed- 
gar Martin. 

Cabinet  of  Children's  Work:  Mrs.  Frank  Howell,  Mrs. 
Nevin  W.  Fisher,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Reber,  Miss  Mary  Keiper, 
Mrs.  Paul  Bowman,  Miss  Ruth  Shriver. 

Leadership  Education  Committee:  L.  Avery  Fleming, 
W.  W.  Slabaugh,  M.  R.  Zigler. 

Adult  Council:  Foster  B.  Statler,  A.  C.  Baugher,  Ol- 
den Mitchell,  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Harl  L.  Russell,  Anetta 
Mow,  Mrs.  Rufus  D.  Bowman. 

Committee  on  Intermediate  Work:  Mrs.  W.  L.  Bol- 
linger, Jacob  Replogle,  Russel  Helstern. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.  Cabinet:  Ernest  Lefever,  Grace  Bowman, 
Lester  Young,  Kurtis  Naylor,  Chalmer  Johnson,  and  the 
president  of  the  National  Student  Volunteer  Group  (to 
be  elected). 

Regional  Workers  for  Peace  Education:  Clement  Bont- 
rager,  Lorell  Weiss,  Hylton  Harman,  George  Phillips, 
Ruth  Rinehart,  and  a  representative  from  the  Eastern 
Region  (to  be  approved). 

Representative  on: 

Executive  Committee  of  International  Council  of  Re- 
ligious Education,  L.  Avery  Fleming. 

Joint  Tract  Committee,  D.  D.  Funderburg. 

National  Council  for  Prevention  of  War,  John  D.  Long. 

Committee  on  Peace  and  Goodwill  of  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Churches,   M.   R.   Zigler. 

Historical  Committee,  L.  W.  Schultz. 

Executive  Committee  of  Joint  Boards,  A.  C.  Baugher. 

Annual  Conference  Program  Committee  (1943),  Bur- 
ton Metzler. 

Committee  of  Fraternal  Relations,  Charles  Zunkel. 


The  National  Youth  Cabinet 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 
The  National  Youth  Cabinet  is  composed  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  of  the  five  regions  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren:  Grace  Bowman,  Southeastern  Region;  Ernest 
Lefever,  Eastern  Region;  Lester  Young,  Central  Region; 
Kurtis  Naylor,  Western  Region;  Chalmer  Johnson,  Pa- 
cific Region.  Ernest  Lefever  was  chosen  chairman  and 
Grace  Bowman  secretary.  The  cabinet  had  its  first  ses- 
sion Monday  night,  Oct.  27,  with  all  members  present. 
They  were  in  session  throughout  the  day  Tuesday  with 
morning  sessions  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  cabinet  meetings  the  youth  representa- 
tives attended  sessions  of  the  General  Boards  and  of  the 
Council  of  Boards. 

The  National  Youth  Cabinet  has  three  outstanding 
objectives.  One  is  to  interpret  to  the  youth  department 
at  Elgin  the  mind  of  our  young  people.  This  aids  the 
youth  director  and  his  helpers  to  understand  in  a 
more  definite  way  the  needs  of  youth.  A  second  ob- 
jective involves  actual  work  on  the  national  youth  pro- 
gram. Program  topics,  promotional  materials  and  youth 
conferences  are  reviewed  and  suggestions  made.  A 
third  objective  is  to  work  out  plans  for  the  promotion 
of  youth  work  in  each  region.    The  cabinet  is  coming  to 


play   a  very  vital  part  in  the   youth  program   of  our 
church. 

One  of  the  major  items  of  this  meeting  was  the  de- 
cision to  hold  a  national  youth  mass  meeting  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Annual  Conference  of  1943.  This  mass 
meeting  is  to  celebrate  twenty-three  years  of  organized 
youth  work  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  to  set 
specific  goals  for  the  next  five  years.  An  attendance 
goal  of  five  thousand  was  set,  hoping  to  have  represent- . 
atives  from  every  local  church  in  the  brotherhood. 


General  Ministerial  Board 


By  M.  R.  Zigler,  Executive  Secretary 

One  of  the  major  items  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Ministerial  Board  is  the  review  of  the  appropria- 
tions made  for  those  participating  in  the  Ministerial  and 
Missionary  Service  Fund  and  to  consider  new  requests. 
This  fund  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  the  ministers  of 
our  church.  This  fund  should  be  considered  by  those 
who  are  able  to  give.  It  should  be  considered  by  those 
making  wills.  Laymen  should  give  special  considera- 
tion to  it.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  is  included  in  the 
Annual  Conference  Budget  for  1942-43.  There  is  need 
for  large  gifts  to  this  fund. 

At  this  meeting  special  consideration  was  given  to 
ministerial  retirement  plans.  This  matter  was  discussed 
by  the  Council  of  Boards  where  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  put  into  operation  the  action  already  taken 
by  the  Conference  and  to  explore  new  possibilities. 

During  the  past  several  years  the  General  Ministerial 
Board  has  acted  as  an  advisory  council  to  the  General 
Mission  Board  in  the  field  of  home  missions.  A  number 
of  items  were  considered  and  a  few  appropriations  were 
made  for  churches  requesting  assistance.  Major  consid- 
eration is  given  to  home  missions  projects  at  the  April 
meeting  of  the  board.  The  home  mission  year  really  be- 
gins as  of  Sept.  1  because  this  date  is  the  beginning  of 
the  pastoral  year. 

Reports  were  received  concerning  the  nonresident 
project  conducted  by  Merlin  C.  Shull.  His  report  re- 
veals that  he  is  in  contact  with  8,000  members.  Great 
interest  has  been  awakened  in  this  field,  especially  in 
the  light  of  the  present  crisis. 

Kurtis  Naylor  reported  concerning  his  field  work  in 
the  Western  Region  during  the  summer  of  1941  in  the 
interest  of  youth  work  among  the  churches,  youth 
groups  and  summer  camps.  This  was  made  possible 
through  a  small  appropriation  from  the  home  mission 
fund. 

The  work  of  the  summer  pastoral  program  continues 
to  provide  excellent  service  to  many  churches  which 
otherwise  would  have  no  pastoral  care.  At  the  same 
time  it  provides  significant  experience  to  young  men  in 
training  for  the  Christian  ministry.  More  than  forty- 
two  young  men  served  in  churches  widely  scattered 
across  the  brotherhood  during  the  summer  of  1941. 

Beside  dealing  with  the  problems  of  placement  of 
men  seeking  churches,  and  churches  seeking  pastors,  a 
very  interesting  survey  was  made  regarding  the  three 
types  of  ministry  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  These 
types  are  generally  known  as  the  full-time,  part-time 
and  free  ministry.  It  was  concluded  that  all  three  types 
should  be  given  help  so  that  each  might  function  most 
effectively  in  the  life  of  our  church.  It  is  felt  that  dis- 
trict ministerial  and  mission  boards  should  give  more 
consideration  to  all  three  types,  and  that  there  should 
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be  a  sympathetic  understanding  and  an  appreciation  of 
the  value  of  each. 

One  evening  the  General  Ministerial  Board  and  the 
General  Mission  Board  entertained  the  seniors  of  Beth- 
any Biblical  Seminary  and  Bethany  Bible  Training 
School.  This  was  indeed  a  rich  period  of  fellowship  to- 
gether in  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
one  another.  The  Place  of  the  Church  in  America  and 
the  Need  for  Leaders  was  the  theme  of  the  address  given 
by  Dr.  Mark  A.  Dawber,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Home  Missions  Council  of  North  America. 

Edgar  Rothrock  was  not  able  to  be  present  at  the  Gen- 
eral Ministerial  Board  meeting  and  C.  Ernest  Davis  rep- 
resented the  Pacific  Coast  Region. 


that  the  churches  are  participating  loyally  in  financing 
the  total  program  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee. 


The  Council  of  Boards 


Brethren  Service  Committee 

By  M.  R.  Zigler,  Acting  Executive  Secretary- 
Members  of  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  attend- 
ing the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Boards  approved  a 
number  of  interesting  projects  in  the  extension  pro- 
gram of  Civilian  Public  Service  in  co-operation  with  the 
missionary  enterprise.  The  details  of  this  will  be  an- 
nounced later. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  in  order  not  to  build 
up  a  large  administrative  personnel  requested  the  Coun- 
cil of  Boards  to  grant  the  use  of  the  staffs  of  the  several 
General  Boards  unitedly  in  the  interest  of  the  work  of 
the  committee.  It  is  understood  that  this  is  temporary 
and  will  be  reviewed  looking  toward  a  permanent  plan 
by  the  1942  Annual  Conference.  M.  R.  Zigler  was  asked 
to  be  the  acting  executive  secretary.  Other  directors 
appointed  were:  for  relief  and  rehabilitation,  Leland  S. 
Brubaker;  clothing  and  materials  provided  by  Women's 
Work,  Anetta  C.  Mow;  direction  of  religious  and  educa- 
tional activities  in  Civilian  Public  Service  camps,  L. 
Avery  Fleming;  for  the  raising  of  funds,  H.  Spenser 
Minnich;  assisting  in  Home  Missions  and  Ministerial 
work  in  the  office,  Raymond  Peters;  assisting  in  Home 
Mission  and  Ministerial  work  in  the  field,  D.  D.  Funder- 
burg;  treasurer,  Clyde  M.  Culp;  publicity,  editorial  staff 
consisting  of  editors  of  our  various  publications;  pur- 
chasing council,  E.  M.  Hersch,  Earl  Kurtz  and  O.  B. 
Maphis.  C.  D.  Bonsack  has  agreed  to  give  some  time 
especially  in  the  field  of  Home  Missions. 

The  Brethren  Service  Committee  reviewed  again  the 
action  taken  by  the  Conference  approving  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  program  as  it  is  now  in  operation.  The 
Council  of  Boards  approved  the  recommendation  that 
this  program  be  continued  through  1942  with  the  under- 
standing that  the  entire  setup  would  be  reviewed  Sept. 
1,  1942,  to  determine  whether  or  not  we  should  go  on 
through  1943. 

Levi  K.  Ziegler  reported  for  the  camps  at  the  Council 
of  Boards  and  his  report  was  very  favorably  received. 
It  is  understood  that  peace  education  will  be  admin- 
istered through  the  Board  of  Christian  Education  under 
the  leadership  of  Dan  West. 

A.  W.  Cordier  reported  concerning  his  exploratory 
trip  to  South  America.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  very  near 
future  there  may  be  a  follow-up  in  such  a  way  that  we 
may  have  representatives  in  South  America  helping  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  people  in  that  area.  A  number  of 
details  will  have  to  be  cleared  before  it  is  known  wheth- 
er or  not  we  can  open  work  in  South  America. 

It  was  reported  that  there  are  268  boys  in  our  Breth- 
ren camps  of  which  157  are  Brethren.   Reports  indicate 


By  M.  R.  Zigler,  Executive  Secretary 

Paul  H.  Bowman,  chairman  of  the  Council  of  Boards, 
gave  a  very  excellent  interpretation  of  the  place  and 
the  function  of  the  Council  of  Boards  in  our  general 
church  organization.  It  was  decided  that  this  interpre- 
tation should  be  made  available  for  the  members  of  the 
Boards.  The  council  requested  that  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Boards  continue  this  study  and 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Boards. 

A  committee  making  a  study  of  social  security  for 
ministers  and  missionaries  reported  that  the  govern- 
mental officials  were  giving  consideration  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  council  authorized  the  committee  to  be  con- 
tinued without  defining  whether  or  not  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  should  participate  in  social  security  under 
the  auspices  of  the  government. 

It  was  decided  that  the  secretaries  of  the  General 
Ministerial  Board  and  the  General  Mission  Board  should 
give  special  study  to  the  question  of  ministerial  and 
missionary  retirement  and  implement  the  plans  al- 
ready authorized  by  Annual  Conference. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  Annual  Conference 
the  Historical  Committee  through  J.  E.  Miller  reported 
some  needs  in  the  interest  of  securing  and  maintaining 
historical  materials.  The  committee  was  authorized  to 
present  to  the  Council  of  Boards  at  a  later  meeting  a 
budget  to  meet  their  needs. 

After  very  careful  deliberation  it  was  decided  that  the 
theme  for  the  church  year  1942-43  should  be:  Brethren 
Faith  in  Action. 

Much  time  was  given  to  the  building  of  the  Confer- 
ence Budget  for  1943-44.  Information  concerning  this 
matter  will  be  presented  to  the  Annual  Conference  in 
1942. 

In  regard  to  the  Yearbook  it  was  decided  that  the 
Yearbook  would  be  distributed  free  to  all  ministers  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  District  Board  members 
and  the  sale  price  for  others  would  be  25c  per  copy. 

The  Council  of  Boards  approved  the  use  of  the  United - 
Staff  to  administer  the  program  of  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  with  the  understanding   that  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee  will  make  an  appropriation  to  the 
several  Boards  to  take  care  of  the  expense  involved. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  one  year: 
chairman,  Paul  H.  Bowman;  vice-chairman,  A.  C. 
Baugher;  executive  secretary,  M.  R.  Zigler;  treasurer, 
Clyde  M.  Culp. 


Historical  Commission 

By  J.  E.  Miller,  Member  Historical  Commission 

The  Council  of  Boards  appointed  a  Historical  Com- 
mission whose  aims  are: 

1.  To  form  a  fellowship  of  Church  of  the  Brethren 
historians,  librarians,  and  those  interested. 

2.  To   secure   writing  of  present-day  church  history, 
collecting  of  records  and  compiling  genealogies. 

3.  To    stimulate    the    production    in    writing    of   past 
Church  of  the  Brethren  history. 

4.  To  build  a  bibliography  of  Brethren  history  and 
productions. 

5.  To  locate  where  same  is  now  held. 
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6.  To   build    a   central   Brethren   library. 

At  present  the  commission  is  eager  to  get  in  touch 
with  those  who  have  material  of  historical  value  and 
are  willing  to  place  the  same  at  a  central  place  where 
it  can  be  made  available  for  those  who  are  engaged  in 
historical  research.  If  you  have  such  material  or  are 
interested  in  building  up  such  a  library  you  can  com- 
municate with  the  members  of  the  commission  who  are: 

L.  W.  Shultz,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

J.  I.  Baugher,  305  E.  Chocolate  Ave.,  Hershey,  Pa. 

Edgar  Rothrock,  Pomona,  Calif. 

J.  E.   Miller,   235   Hamilton  Ave.,  Elgin,   111. 

The  J.  H.  Moore  Memorial  Library  at  Elgin  is  being 
made  the  nucleus  for  a  Brethren  library. 


ADULT    DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

The  Prince  of  Peace 

Scripture:     Isaiah  9:6,  7;  Zech.  9:9,  10 
Sunday,  December  7 
Note:     This  study  is  based  on  the  material  found  in 
the  free  pamphlet,  The  Prince  of  Peace,  by  A.  C.  Wieand. 
Order  from  the  General  Boards,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

I.  Presentation  of  the  Material 

1.  Let  someone  read  a  few  of  the  testimonies  from 
history  regarding  war.     See  pages  3-5. 

2.  Another  should  make  clear  Jesus'  relation  to  war. 
See  pages  6-11. 

3.  Review  the  principles  by  which  Jesus  faced  his  war 
situation.    See  pages  12-17. 

II.  Discussion 

1.  Shall  Christians  today  follow  Jesus  now  in  their 
relation  to  war,  or  must  they  wait  until  the  present  war 
is  over? 

2.  How  may  adults  who  are  beyond  the  draft  age  give 
testimony  to  their  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Prince  of  Peace? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Christian  Rural  Life  Institute 

A  Christian  rural  life  institute  will  be  held  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  College,  Nov.  28-30  inclusive,  under  the  joint 
sponsorship  of  Elizabethtown  College  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania work  camp  committee. 

The  initial  session  will  be  held  the  evening  of  Nov.  28. 
The  opening  meditation  will  be  at  7:15  o'clock,  followed 
by  the  address  of  welcome  by  A.  C.  Baugher  and  a  ser- 
mon, A  Christian  Rural  Life  Philosophy,  by  Edward  K. 
Ziegler. 

Beginning  at  8:45  a.  m.  on  Saturday  there  will  be 
panel  discussions  on  such  subjects  as:  Developing  a 
More  Abundant  Rural  Life  Among  the  Pennsylvania 
Churches  of  the  Brethren,  Economic  Problems  in  Build- 
ing a  Christian  Rural  Brotherhood,  The  Growing  Assets 
of  Our  Rural  Communities,  The  Church  College  and 
Rural  Life,  and  Contributions  of  Brethren  Work  Camps 
Toward  the  Solution  of  Rural  Conflicts.  Leaders  in- 
clude Edward  K.  Ziegler,  S.  C.  Godfrey,  Michael  Kurtz, 
Trostle  P.  Dick,  G.  W.  Harlacher,  Forrest  L.  Weller,  L. 
A.  Zimmerman,  Anthony  Lehner,  Benson  Y.  Landis, 
John  H.  Reisner,  Dan  West,  Don  Royer,  Rufus  P.  Buch- 
er,  Galen  Hoffman  and  Edward  H.  Lander. 

The  Sunday  morning  sermon  will  be  by  Rev.  L.  A. 
Zimmerman.  The  afternoon  session  will  begin  with  a 
panel  discussion  on  A  Rural  Life  Program  for  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Times  Like  These,  and  close 


with  an  address,  Is  a  Christian  Rural  Civilization  Pos- 
sible? M.  R.  Zigler  will  be  chairman  at  the  panel  dis- 
cussion and  John  R.  Reisner  will  give  the  address. 

Meals  will  be  furnished  in  the  college  dining  hall  at 
the  nominal  price  of  35c  each.  Lodging  can  be  ar- 
ranged by  writing  in  advance  to  Edward  H.  Lander,  Jr., 
126  Miller  St.,  Strasburg,  Pa. 

Elizabethtown  College.  Ernest  Lefever. 


Part  of  a  Letter  to  Members  of  the  National  Council 
of  Men's  Work 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  each  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  as  well  as  the  men  whom  you 
represent  throughout  the  brotherhood,  for  the  tre- 
mendous assistance  given  us  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  club  plan  during  the  past  year. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  the  results  of  that 
campaign.  At  the  present  time  331  churches  have  se- 
cured 100%  clubs  and  sent  us  17,150  subscriptions. 
Three  hundred  fifty-three  churches  have  reached  the 
75%  club,  with  a  total  of  10,403  subscriptions.  The  340 
remaining  churches  sent  us  3,369  subscriptions. 

A  few  months  ago  I  sent  out  a  questionnaire  to  the 
ministers,  asking  this  question:  Does  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger increase  the  local  interest  in  your  church?  74% 
of  the  100%  clubs  reported  that  it  does  increase  the  in- 
terest in  their  churches.  61%  of  the  75%  churches  re- 
ported that  it  does  help,  while  only  23%  of  the  churches 
with  no  clubs  reported  that  the  Gospel  Messenger  as- 
sisted them  in  the  local  church  program.  Many  inter- 
esting statements  came  in  regarding  the  value  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  as  an  aid  to  the  ministers  in  promot- 
ing the  entire  church  program. 

You  will  be  interested  to  learn  of  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  in 
allowing  the  club  prices  to  remain  the  same  for  another 
year.  It  was  only  after  careful  and  prayerful  delibera- 
tion that  they  felt  the  good  to  the  church  as  a  whole 
was  so  vital  they  were  anxious  to  give  the  present  club 
plan  a  chance  to  grow  and  expand.  Is  it  too  much  to 
hope  and  pray  that  we  will  reach  40,000  subscriptions 
within  the  next  five  years? 

Elgin,  111.  E.  M.  Hersch. 


Middle  Indiana  Conference 

On  Oct.  10-12  we  convened  at  the  Monticello  church, 
Pike  Creek  house,  which  is  at  the  western  end  of  our 
territory.  For  that  reason  the  attendance  was  not  so 
large  as  when  the  meeting  is  located  more  centrally. 
However,  the  spirit  of  the  sessions  was  very  fine;  unity, 
devotion  and  friendliness  characterized  every  phase  of 
our  experience.  Most  of  our  leaders  and  speakers  were 
from  our  own  workers,  but  besides  these  we  enjoyed 
the  presence  and  help  of  H.  Spenser  Minnich,  E.  M. 
Studebaker,  Omer  B.  Maphis,  Homer  and  Minnie  Bright, 
the  Holsopples  and  three  draftees  from  Camp  Lagro, 
Miss  Jeanette  Chen,  student  from  China,  and  others. 

At  the  business  session  Edward  Kintner  served  as 
moderator  and  Moyne  Landis  as  reader.  Fifty-eight 
delegates  were  in  attendance  from  thirty-four  of  our 
thirty-eight  congregations.  Each  year  the  reports  seem 
to  indicate  an  improvement  in  what  our  boards  and 
groups  are  helping  us  to  accomplish.  The  financial  re- 
ports were  gratifying  in  almost  all  respects;  a  few  places 
need  some  special  attention.    Our  missionary  secretary, 
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Ralph  Hoffman,  was  made  responsible  for  promoting  the 
Brethren  Service  funds  as  well  as  the  Conference  Budg- 
et. We  decided  to  change  the  time  of  meeting  next 
year  from  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday  to  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday.  The  1942  conference  is  to  be  held 
in  the  Salamonie  church,  Oct.  8-10. 

The  joint  boards  have  planned  an  eight-day  tour 
among  our  churches,  meeting  them  in  eight  groups  from 
Nov.  23-30.  Besides  our  own  board  representatives  we 
expect  to  have  with  us  Anetta  Mow,  H.  Spenser  Minnich 
and  Leland  Brubaker,  each  for  a  part  of  these  meetings. 
As  Standing  Committee  delegates  to  the  1942  General 
Conference,  Edward  Kintner,  W.  C.  Stinebaugh  and  T. 
A.  Shively  were  selected,  with  H.  H.  Keim,  Jr.,  Ray  E. 
Zook  and  T.  G.  Weaver  as  alternates. 

W.  C.  Stinebaugh, 

Huntington,  Ind.  Writing  Clerk. 


Dedication  Services  for  the  New  Church  at 
Empire.  California 

The  dedication  of  the  new  church  building  at  Empire 
was  held  on  Sept.  21,  1941.  The  program  of  the  day 
opened  with  Sunday  school  at  10  a.  m.  with  Norman 
Glick  presiding.  At  11  a.  m.  the  morning  service  began 
with  our  pastor,  Bro.  Esbensen,  in  charge.  Bro.  C.  H. 
Deardorff,  our  building  architect  and  supervisor, 
preached  a  very  appropriate  sermon  on  worship.  The 
beautiful  picture  of  Christ  in  the  garden  painted  by 
Tony  Siste  of  New  York,  a  picture  5x7  feet  in  size,  which 
forms  part  of  the  beautiful  pulpit  setting,  was  unveiled 
with  a  very  impressive  service. 

Dinner  was  served  to  about  500  people.  At  2  p.  m. 
the  dedication  service  began.  Bro.  D.  W.  Kurtz  preached 
a  powerful  sermon.  The  members  of  the  building  com- 
mittee and  the  trustee  board  were  introduced  and  the 
chairmen  of  these  committees,  Brethren  Ed  Wenger 
and  H.  R.  Livingston,  responded.  A  brief  statement  on 
giving  was  made  by  Bro.  Deardorff,  after  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  lift  the  offering  which  in  pledges  and  cash  to- 
taled $4,276. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was  given  by  Bro.  Kurtz. 
Brethren  Paul  Studebaker  and  M.  S.  Frantz  also  took 
part  in  the  program.  The  total  attendance  in  the  after- 
noon was  over  700.  In  the  evening  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis 
preached  the  sermon  and  this  great  day  came  to  a  close. 
The  choir  of  about  thirty  voices  sang  at  each  service. 
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New  Church,  Empire,  California.     A  view  of  the  interior  of  this 
church  will  appear  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Messenger 


Our  building  is  a  beautiful  brick  veneer  building  with 
marble  trim,  gothic  art  glass  windows  and  fluorescent 
lighting.  The  main  auditorium  and  balcony  will  seat 
600  people.  The  social  hall  in  the  basement  will  seat 
about  440  at  the  tables.  There  are  nineteen  Sunday- 
school  rooms,  a  pastor's  study  and  a  well-equipped 
kitchen.  We  praise  God  for  this  wonderful  building 
dedicated  to  him. 

We  had  the  privilege  of  entertaining  the  district  con- 
ference Oct.  10-13.  Bro.  Esbensen  was  moderator;  Cecil 
Smith  and  David  Studebaker  were  clerks.  A  large 
audience  attended  each  service. 

Empire,  Calif.  Pearl  Kappler. 


Elder  Joseph  Fletcher  Deaton 

Elder  Joseph  Fletcher  Deaton,  son  of  Francis  Asberry 
and  Annie  Deaton,  was  born  near  Salem,  Va.,  on  Sept. 
25,  1856. 

On  Nov.  15,  1877,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 

Clementine  Eller,  daughter 
of  John  W.  Eller  who  was  a 
prominent  minister  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  To 
them  were  born  twelve 
children,  four  of  whom 
have  preceded  him  in  death. 
In  1877  he  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
and  in  1893  was  called  to 
the  ministry  by  the  Peters 
Creek  church.  In  1902  the 
family  moved  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio.  Here  he  was 
ordained  as  an  elder  in  1906. 
He  was  faithful  and  active 
in  the  work  of  the  church  even  while  following  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming. 

His  wife  passed  away  May  18,  1925.  Since  then  he 
had  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Newton,  in  Eaton.  As 
long  as  health  permitted  he  was  regular  in  attendance 
at  the  church  services. 

On  April  23,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks,  he 
passed  peacefully  away  at  the  age  of  84  years,  6  months, 
28  days.  He  leaves  to  mourn:  eight  children,  thirty- 
two  grandchildren,  twenty  great-grandchildren,  and  a 
host  of  friends. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Eaton  church 
by  Elder  N.  B.  Wine.    Interment  was  made  in  the  Gratis 
cemetery. 
Eaton,  Ohio.  Rachel  Deaton. 


Women's  Work  Report — District  of 
Western  Pennsylvania 

On  Wednesday,  Oct.  22,  1941,  the  women  of  the  West- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania  met  at  the  Roxbury  church, 
Johnstown,  Pa.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:15 
a.  m.  by  our  president,  Mrs.  George  Wright.  Devotions 
were  led  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Statler.  A  trio  from  the  Walnut 
Grove  church  presented  special  music. 

The  district  secretary-treasurer's  report  was  read  and 
accepted.  Forty-two  churches  responded  to  roll  call. 
The  treasurer  reported  that  we  had  given  more  than 
our  quota  both  to  our  national  and  district  projects.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  a  period  of  three 
years:     president,  Mrs.  George  Wright;  assistant  secre- 
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tary,  Mrs.  John  Geary;  missionary  director,  Mrs.  New- 
ton Cosner;  temperance  director,  Mrs.  Galen  Blough. 

Our  aid  director,  Mrs.  Waldo  Strayer,  gave  a  very 
helpful  report  on  the  need  of  Camp  Kane,  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camp,  after  which  we  lifted  an  offering  of 
$38.93  for  the  camp.  It  also  might  be  noted  that  at  our 
August  meeting  an  offering  in  the  amount  of  $18.44  was 
given  for  Camp  Kane.  In  the  source  of  discussion  it 
was  suggested  and  encouraged  that  local  groups  send 
dresser  scarfs,  pillow  cases  and  sheets  to  our  district  Old 
Folks'  Home  at  Windber,  Pa.,  as  they  are  greatly  needed. 
It  also  was  urged  that  we  continue  sending  clothing  for 
relief  to  our  suffering  friends  abroad. 

Following  our  business  session  we  had  a  very  inter- 
esting and  inspiring  address  by  Mrs.  Ella  Black,  state 
president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  After  her  address  she  pre- 
sented our  district  president,  Mrs.  Geo.  Wright,  as  state 
W.  C.  T.  U.  worker  among  our  churches.  Mrs.  Wright 
expressed  her  willingness  to  respond  to  calls  for  help. 

Laura  Neiderhiser, 

Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.  District  Secretary-Treasurer. 


Jesse  Brindle  Asper 

One  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
resident  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  was  called  to  his  heavenly  home 
on  Sunday  evening,  Aug.  24,  1941,  at  the  age  of  86  years,  2 
months,  24  days. 

Bro.  Asper  was  born  in  Monroe  Township,  Cumberland  County, 

Pa.,  May  31,  1855.  He  was  the 
son  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth 
Asper,  and  was  the  last  surviv- 
ing member  of  that  family. 

At  an  early  age  he  united 
with  the  church.  In  the  church 
he  was  interested  in  the  Sun- 
day school  and  Christian  Work- 
ers' meeting,  and  until  a  short 
period  before  his  passing,  he 
was  a  regular  attendant  at 
prayer  meeting.  Until  about 
two  years  ago  he  taught  a  Sun- 
day-school   class. 

In  the   early   years   of  his  life 
he  taught  school  in  Cumberland 
County;    then    later   he   went  to 
teach    in    Lancaster    County,    all 
his   teaching   being  done   in   the 
rural,  or  what  was  then  termed 
the    one-room    school    buildings. 
These  school  buildings  he  great- 
ly   cherished,    and    the    remem- 
brances and  associations  of  all  his  pupils  he  held  in  high  esteem. 
The  attendance  at  reunions  of  former  schools  where  he  taught 
•was  looked  forward  to  with  great  anticipation. 

He  also  was  tax  collector  of  the  boroughs  of  Elizabethtown,  Lan- 
caster County,  and  of  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
and  for  quite  a  number  of  years  held  this  position.  In  1908  he  was 
appointed  clerk  for  the  commissioners  of  Cumberland  County,  and 
in  1911  he  was  elected  to  a  four  years'  term  as  county  treasurer  of 
Cumberland  County.  For  a  period  of  about  twenty-four  years  he 
was  a  director  of  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.  He  also  served  a  term  as  assessor  in  Mechan- 
icsburg, Pa.  So  long  as  strength  permitted,  which  was  until 
about  two  weeks  prior  to  his  death,  he  was  active  and  persistent 
in  his  daily  walks  for  mail  and  business. 

He  was  a  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  many  years,  and 
when  his  eyesight  was  so  that  he  could  not  read  the  paper  him- 
self, he  had  his  son  read  it  for  him.  The  reading  of  his  church 
paper  brought  him  great  pleasure;  and  if  it  did  not  arrive  at  his 
home  in  Saturday's  mail,  even  in  his  declining  years,  he  would 
walk  to  the  post  office  in  all  kinds  of  weather  for  it. 

Sunday  morning  found  Bro.  Asper  at  the  church  with  a  pleasant 
"Good  morning"  for  all  he  met.  He  taught  in  the  adult  depart- 
ment of  the  Sunday  school  for  over  fifty  years.  He  led  his  pupils 
in  sound  doctrine,  to  love  God  supremely,  and  one  another  as 
themselves. 

March  22,  1892,  he  was  married  to  Anna  K.  Ebersole  at  Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa.,  who  preceded  him  in  death  Oct.  28,  1929.  With  her 
departure,  he  looked  forward  to  his  passing  from  this  stage  of  ac- 
tion, and  so  planned  his  life. 

The  place  of  rest  for  his  wife  was  a  place  revered  by  him,  and 
in  his  regular  visits  to  that  place,  he  made  such  visits  an  occa- 
sion of  worship. 

The  study  of  the  Sunday-school  lesson,  reading  of  religious  peri- 
odicals, and  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  which  he  read  through  quite 


often,  were  all  done  by  a  definite  schedule.  In  support  of  the 
church  he  also  had  a  plan,  and  a  definite  schedule  for  his  daily 
tasks  was  his  rule. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Aug.  28  with  Bro.  J.  Lloyd  Nedrow 
officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  John  E.  Rowland,  former  pastor,  and 
Rev.  Hugh  R.  Lobb,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  God,  Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. 

All  plans  as  to  service  and  sermon  were  known  to  Bro.  Nedrow, 
his  last  pastor,  and  to  Bro.  Rowland.  Hymns  sung  by  the  daugh- 
ters of  Bro.  Nedrow  were  in  accordance  with  his  desires. 

He  is  survived  by  a  son,  John  E.  Asper,  who  with  his  wife,  Sue 
R.  Asper,  endeavored  to  make  his  life  most  pleasant,  and  in  such 
efforts  feel  no  regrets.  The  text  chosen  by  Bro.  Asper  was  1 
Kings  2:2,  3.    Burial  was  made  in  Mechanicsburg  cemetery. 

John  E.  Asper. 
Mrs.  Carrie  Miller. 

Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 


Sister  Mary  Blough 

Miss  Mary  Blough  was  born  May  20,  1876,  in  Paint  Township, 
Somerset  County,  Pennsylvania.  She  died  Oct.  21,  1941,  in  the 
Community    hospital,    Somerset,    Pa.,    at    the    age    of    sixty-five 

years,  four  months  and  one  day. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  the 
late  Tobias  and  Christian  Weav- 
er Blough.  She  lived  in  the 
vicinity  of  Scalp  Level,  Pa.,  all 
her  life.  Surviving  are  these 
brothers:  Josiah  Blough  of 
Scalp  Level,  Harvey  Blough  of 
Hastings,  Mich.,  and  Jonas 
Blough  of  Clarksburg,  Mich.  A 
brother,  Nathaniel  T.  Blough, 
and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Scott 
Lohr  and  Mrs.  Aaron  Hoffman, 
preceded  her  in  death. 

She  had  a  great  sense  of  hu- 
mor and  so  was  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her.  She  attained  the 
weight  of  350  pounds,  and  for 
the  past  few  years  was  unable  to 
walk. 

She  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  and  was  a  faithful 
worker  for  more  than  fifty 
years  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school.  She  was  Sunday-school 
treasurer  for  fifteen  years  and  a  Sunday-school  teacher  for  many 
years. 

Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Scalp  Level  church  on 
Oct.  24  by  Eld.  George  E.  Yoder,  pastor.  Burial  was  made  in 
the  Berkey  cemetery. 

Scalp  Level,  Pa.  S.  B.  Hoffman. 


In  Memory  of  Elder  S.  E.  Lantz 

Deceased   May  24,   1941 

The  Brethren  of  Southeastern  Kansas  mourn  the  passing  of  our 
beloved  brother,  Samuel  E.  Lantz.  He  was  one  of  those  pioneer, 
ministers  to  whom  our  churches  owe  their  very  existence.  His 
consecration  and  untiring  efforts  made  possible  the  organization 
of  the  Gravel  Hill  church  near  Gridley,  Kans.,  and  contributed 
immeasurably  to  the  survival  and  progress  of  the  Verdigris 
church  north  of  Madison.  His  self-sacrificing  devotion  led  him 
on  long  lonely  drives  with  his  faithful  horse  and  buggy,  and  even 
on  long  tiresome  walks  to  the  churches  and  schoolhouses  where 
his  ministry  was  given  without  recompense  except  the  gratitude 
of  his  congregations  and  his  own  joy  at  the  progress  of  the  gos- 
pel. His  integrity  was  an  inspiration  to  noble  living  and  his  wise 
counsel  helped  both  churches  and  individuals  through  many  try- 
ing circumstances.  May  the  memory  of  his  devotion  and  kindly 
helpfulness  restrain  us  from  baseness  of  heart  and  hand  and  lead 
us  onward  toward  the  shining  goal  of  truth  which  he  sought. 

Presented  at  the  request  of  the  district  conference  of  South- 
eastern Kansas  Oct.  27,  1941. — Memorial  Committee:  J.  L.  Mohler, 
L.  Birkin. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Berg-Blue. — At  the  Pleasant  Hill  Church  of  the  Bethren,  June 
1,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  John  F.  Berg  and  Sister  Dora  June 
Blue,  both  of  Johnstown,  Pa. — H.   C.  Hess,   Johnstown,  Pa. 

Faust-McDonald. — Robert  Faust  and  Janet  P.  McDonald,  both 
of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned  in  the  Hagerstown 
church,  Md.,  Nov.  2,  1941. — C.  E.  Grapes,  Greencastle,  Pa. 
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Hawn-Boyer. — By  the  undersigned,  at  their  new  home  near 
Majenica,  Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1941,  Paul  Hawn  and  Doris  Joan  Boyer, 
both  of  Huntington,  Ind. — W.  C.  Stinebaugh,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Headley-Strayer. — At  the  Moxham  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
Aug.  17,  1941,  by  Bro.  John  D.  Ellis,  William  P.  Headley  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Sister  Orpha  E.  Strayer  of  Johnstown,  Pa. 
— Mrs.  H.   C.   Hess,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Lee-Hacker. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Nov.  1, 
1941,  Verley  Lee  and  Lola  H.  Hacker,  both  of  Huntington  County, 
Ind. — W.    C.    Stinebaugh,    Huntington,    Ind. 

Neff-Garman. — At  the  Nokesville  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Bro. 
R.  Edwin  Neff  of  Fairfax,  Va.,  and  Sister  Kathleen  E.  Garman  of 
Nokesville,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned. — A.  J.  Caricofe,  Vienna,  Va. 

Smiih-Hariman. — Oct.  26,  1941,  in  the  home  of  the  bride's  par- 
ents, William  E.  Smith  and  Virginia  V.  Hartman,  both  of  Deshler, 
Ohio,  by  the  undersigned. — Glenn  J.  Fruth,  Deshler,  Ohio. 


FALLEN   ASLEEP 


Blocher,  Elnora,  was  born  Oct.  14,  1901,  at  Kingman,  Kans., 
and  passed  away  suddenly  on  Oct.  11,  1941,  at  her  home  in  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank 
Bates,  now  of  Neillsville,  Wis.  She  spent  her  childhood  in  Iowa 
and  Wisconsin,  coming  to  Minneapolis  in  1924,  at  which  time  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  remaining  loyal  and 
faithful  to  the  end.  On  Dec.  23,  1926,  she  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Elmer  D.  Blocher;  to  this  union  were  born  two  daughters  and 
five  sons.  One  son  preceded  his  mother  in  death.  Her  family 
and  the  church  were  her  uppermost  concern.  Being  of  a  kindly 
disposition,  she  was  always  ready  and  willing  to  assist  wherever 
she  was  needed.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  death  her  husband 
and  children,  an  aged  father  and  mother,  three  sisters  and  many 
other  relatives  and  friends.  A  brother  preceded  her  in  death. 
The  memorial  service  was  held  in  the  Minneapolis  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  Oct.  15,  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Crystal  Lake  cemetery. — Stanley  G.  Keller,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

Buchanan,  Robert  Webster  Clay,  died  at  his  home  in  Hoyt- 
ville,  Ohio,  on  Oct.  25,  1941.  He  was  the  last  of  eight  children  of 
his  parental  family.  He  was  born  in  Wood  County.  Ohio,  on 
Dec.  15,  1872.  On  Feb.  7,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Ella  Elnora 
Price,  who  survives  him,  along  with  seven  children,  one  step- 
daughter and  thirteen  grandchildren.  Over  forty  years  ago  he 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  which  he  was  faith- 
ful until  death.  Although  he  was  practically  helpless  for  the 
past  few  years,  he  was  nevertheless,  "fervent  in  spirit;  serving 
the  Lord."  It  was  an  inspiration  to  be  present  at  an  anointing 
service  for  him  a  few  months  ago  and  to  feel  the  spiritual  re- 
sponse manifested  by  Bro.  Buchanan.  His  occupation  had  been 
that  of  a  farmer  and  stationary  engineer  until  failing  health 
overtook  him.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Deshler 
church  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  McComb  cem- 
etery.— Glenn   J.   Fruth,    Deshler,    Ohio. 

Cofiman,  William  H.,  was  born  near  Millersburg,  Iowa,  May  11, 
1864,  and  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  near  South  English, 
Iowa,  Sept.  15,  1941.  For  the  past  four  years  he  had  been  in  poor 
health.  Most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  South  English  and 
Kinross  community.  On  July  3,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Nellie 
Blaylock,  who  preceded  him  in  death  about  twelve  years  ago. 
Four  daughters  survive.  During  his  active  life  he  was  always 
interested  in  young  people  and  the  welfare  of  his  family  and 
community.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  English 
River  church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Caskey.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  Brethren  cemetery. — Virgil  S.  Coffman,  South  Eng- 
lish, Iowa. 

Cummings,  Emma  C  'was  born  Feb.  3,  1872,  in  Franklin 
County,  Va.,  and  departed  this  life  July  1,  1941.  Sister  Cum- 
mings was  the  daughter  of  Eld.  Daniel  A.  and  Hannah  Naff.  She 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  and  continued  in  that  faith  through  life.  Possibly  her 
largest  contribution  to  the  church  was  a  large  family  of  children, 
all  of  whom  are  members  and  several  very  active  in  church 
work.  On  Mar.  4,  1889,  she  was  married  to  James  T.  Cummings, 
now  an  elder  in  the  Boone  Mill  congregation.  Sister  Cummings 
is  survived  by  her  companion,  ten  children,  twenty-one  grand- 
children, her  aged  mother,  three  brothers  and  three  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  at  the  Cedar  Bluff  church  by  Bro. 
Guy  E.'  Wampler,  pastor,  assisted  by  Brethren  G.  W.  Bowman, 
Jr.,  J.  B.  Peters  and  Rev.  L.  W.  Gammon.  Interment  was  made 
in  the  family  cemetery. — E.  E.  Bowman,  Boone  Mill,  Va. 

Gibson,  Ronald  Dale,  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Merlin  Gibson, 
was  born  July  12,  1939,  and  died  Sept.  1,  1941.  His  death  resulted 
from  an  unavoidable  accident.  While  his  stay  here  was  very 
short,  he  made  a  great  contribution  to  all  who  knew  him  be- 
cause of  his  lovable  sunny  disposition.  He  leaves  his  sorrowing 
parents,  two  grandmothers,  one  grandfather  and  many  other 
relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
English  River  church  by  the  pastor,  Bro.  Homer  Caskey.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Brethren  cemetery  near  by. — Virgil  S. 
Coffman,  South  English,  Iowa. 

Hartman,  Frederick  Stanley,  died  suddenly  on  Oct.  31,  1941, 
at  his  home  near  Deshler,  Ohio.  He  was  born  Mar.  28,  1870,  in 
Wood  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  first  twenty-four  years 


of  his  life.  In  1894  he  went  to  Jackson  Township  of  the  same 
county,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  farming.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  Anna  Kendall  Hartman,  to  whom  he 
was  married  on  Sept.  8,  1898,  a  son  and  seven  grandchildren. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  Deshler 
church  on  Nov.  2.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Deshler  Wood- 
lawn  cemetery. — Glenn   J.   Fruth,  Deshler,   Ohio. 

Martzall,  John  G.,  was  born  April  22,  1866,  and  died  at  the 
Lancaster  general  hospital,  after  several  weeks  of  illness,  on 
Sept.  10,  1941.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  and  had  served  as  deacon  since  Aug.  22.  1908.  He  is 
survived  by  two  children,  two  sisters,  twelve  grandchildren  and 
five  great-grandchildren.  Services  were  conducted  at  the  home 
of  his  son,  with  whom  he  resided,  followed  by  services  at  the 
Middle  Creek  church  by  Brethren  J.  Bitzer  Johns  and  John  L. 
Myer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Erla 
Weinhold,  Stevens,  Pa. 

Paul,  John  R.,  was  born  to  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  Paul,  April  18, 
1862,  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.  He  spent  his  entire  life  in  Lan- 
caster Township,  and  for  the  past  forty-seven  years  had  re- 
sided on  the  farm  where  he  died  Oct.  27,  1941.  He  was  married 
Jan.  1,  1890,  to  Alice  Rudy  and  to  them  were  born  four  sons,  one 
of  whom  died  about  thirteen  years  ago.  In  1894  this  couple 
united  with  the  Salamonie  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Bro.  Paul 
suffered  a  paralytic  stroke  on  Oct.  18,  1935,  and  had  been  bedfast 
since  that  time.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  ten 
grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.  He  was  the  last  sur- 
vivor of  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Eld.  William  Ulrich.  Bur- 
ial was  made  in  the  Lancaster  cemetery. — W.  C.  Stinebaugh, 
Huntington,   Ind. 

Proizman,  Susanna,  was  born  Aug.  31,  1863,  and  died  July  27, 
1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Singer  Protz- 
man.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  childhood. 
For  several  years  she  was  an  invalid.  Two  years  ago  she  was 
very  ill,  but  after  receiving  the  anointing  service  she  recovered. 
Surviving  are  three  brothers  and  one  sister.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  the  Welty  church  by  her  pastor,  Bro.  J.  I.  Thomas. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Martha  Heefner, 
Waynesboro,  Pa. 

Royer,  Annie  Mary,  wife  of  Harry  E.  Royer,  died  suddenly 
from  a  heart  attack  on  Oct.  16.  1941,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  M.  and  Maria  Bair 
Koontz.  She  had  been  in  apparently  good  health  and  her  death 
came  as  a  shock  to  the  family  and  friends.  She  was  a  devoted 
mother  and  enjoyed  serving  her  church  through  the  Sunday- 
school  class  and  ladies'  aid  society.  Besides  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  three  sons  and  four  children.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  Westminster  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
Brethren  S.  Earl  Mitchell,  George  A.  Early  and  A.  Stauffer  Curry. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Meadow  Branch  cemetery. — Mrs.  H. 
Edgar   Royer,   Westminster,   Md. 

Shaffer,  Catherine  Ann.  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  Rudy,  was 
born  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  June  11,  1864,  and  passed  away 
at  her  home  near  the  Salamonie  church  on  Oct.  20,  1941.  She 
had  been  in  failing  health  for  two  and  one-half  years,  and  bed- 
fast for  five  weeks.  Completely  resigned  to  her  lot,  she  bore  her 
illness  with  Christian  grace  and  courage.  She  was  married  to 
John  R.  Shaffer  on  Mar.  22,  1884,  and  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters were  born.  The  husband  died  Jan.  16,  1921,  but  the  eight 
children  survive,  along  with  twenty  grandchildren  and  -four 
great-grandchildren.  One  sister  also  survives.  On  New  Year's 
Day  of  1884  she  united  with  the  church  and  proved  to  be  a  faith- 
ful and  devoted  member,  supporting  the  work  to  the  best  of  her 
ability.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Eld.  William  Ulrich,  and  burial  was  made  in  the  Lancaster 
cemetery. — W.  C.  Stinebaugh,  Huntington,  Ind. 

Thompson,  Karen  Kay,  infant  daughter  of  Kenneth  and  Olive 
Orwick  Thompson  of  Hoytville,  Ohio,  was  born  Mar.  25,  1940,  and 
died  in  the  Findlay  hospital  on  Mar.  28,  1941.  She  leaves  to 
mourn  her  departure  her  parents,  a  sister,  two  grandmothers, 
one  grandfather  and  three  great-grandfathers.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  the  writer  in  the  Hoytville  United  Brethren 
church.  Interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery  at  North  Balti- 
more.— Glenn  J.  Fruth,  Deshler,  Ohio. 


CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Arkansas 

New  Hope. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Sept.  29  with  Bro. 
Luke  Burnett  as  moderator.  New  officers  for  the  year  were 
elected.  Bro.  J.  A.  Birkhead  was  chosen  elder  and  pastor  and 
Bro.  Bennie  Burnett  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  held 
our  fall  love  feast  on  Oct.  18  with  Bro.  Birkhead  presiding.  Our 
young  people  are  planning  a  church  social  to  be  held  on  Oct.  30, 
sponsored  by  Bro.  Bennie  Burnett  and  his  wife.  We  were  fortu- 
nate in  having  with  us  a  few  Sundays  ago  Bro.  DeBons,  who 
gave  us  a  very  interesting  sermon.  We  are  always  glad  to  have 
anyone  stop  who  may  be  passing  through  here. — Mary  A.  Birk- 
head,  Cherry  Valley,  Ark.,  Oct.  23. 

California 
Lindsay. — In  August  our  church   was   well  represented   at   the 
summer    assembly    held    at    Camp    Greenhorn.      At    our    council 
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meeting  which  was  held  in  September  we  elected  Sunday-school 
and  church  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Lester  Tooker  was 
elected  superintendent  and  Mrs.  D.  C.  Gnagy,  Mrs.  Hermon 
Page  and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Spuhler  as  delegates  to  district  meeting.  A 
large  number  of  our  members  attended  the  district  meeting  at 
Empire  on  Oct.  10-13.  Promotion  day  was  held  on  Sept.  27.  On 
Oct.  19  a  program  was  given  during  the  Sunday-school  hour  in 
preparation  for  rally  day.  All  services  held  on  rally  day,  Oct. 
26,  were  well  attended.  On  that  evening  the  young  people's 
group  met  for  a  social  hour  before  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  meeting.  A 
group  of  Reedley  young  people  presented  a  play,  The  Lost 
Church,  at  the  evening  service.  Bro.  David  Studebaker,  pastor 
of  the  Reedley  church,  played  the  leading  part,  and  his  wife  di- 
rected the  production.  On  Oct.  31  a  Halloween  party  will  be 
held  on  the  church  grounds  for  the  church  members  and  the 
community.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening, 
Nov.  9.— Mrs.  R.  P.  Macomber,  Strathmore,  Calif.,   Oct.  28. 

Colorado 

Haxtun. — Our  pulpit  was  filled  by  Bro.  R.  P.  Baker  on  Oct.  12 
and  Oct.  26  and  by  Rev.  L.  L.  Holmes  on  Oct.  19,  while  our  pas- 
tor was  away  conducting  meetings.  On  Oct.  5  we  were  favored 
with  a  trombone  solo  by  Merle  Koch,  and  on  Oct.  19  the  boys' 
sextet  rendered  a  special  vocal  number.  The  junior  league  has 
been  re-organized  with  Sister  E.  F.  Weaver  as  superintendent. 
Some  of  the  men  have  been  painting  the  church  whenever  the 
weather  has  been  favorable,  and  the  outside  appearance  has  been 
greatly  improved  thereby.  On  Oct.  19  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  sponsored 
a  union  service  at  our  church.  The  speaker  was  Judge  Arlington 
Taylor  of  Fort  Morgan,  Colo.  The  committee  in  charge  of  the 
corn  festival  stand,  which  was  sponsored  by  the  Homemaker's 
class,  expressed  their  thanks  to  everyone  who  co-operated  in  any 
way.  They  cleared  over  $100.  On  Oct.  17  the  mother  and  daugh- 
ter banquet  was  held  in  the  church  basement.  The  decorations, 
menu  and  program  cleverly  carried  out  a  Southern  plantation 
setting.  Mrs.  Raymond  Baker,  the  president,  acted  as  toastmis- 
tress.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  decided  to  set  aside  $25  for  creating  a 
fund  to  buy  a  parsonage.  Our  mite  boxes  were  opened  and  the 
contents  amounted  to  $6.83. — Mrs.  Warren  D.  C.  Wood,  Haxtun, 
Colo.,  Nov.   3. 

Delaware 
Farmington. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  26  to  elect  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  Bro.  J.  N.  Miller  was  elected  elder  and  Sister 
Mary  Cool  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Brethren  Ernest  Cool 
and  William  Hastedler  were  elected  deacons  and  will  be  installed 
at  a  later  date.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  9.  Pastor 
William  McDaniel  has  been  bringing  us  some  very  uplifting  ser- 
mons. He  has  also  reorganized  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  they  meet 
every  two  weeks  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  members.  Four  new 
members  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. — Mary  M. 
Hamstead,  Greenwood,  Del.,  Nov.  4. 

Idaho 
Bowmonl. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  10  with  Bro.  Oliver 
Fillmore  officiating.  The  visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  H.  G. 
Shank  and  A.  C.  Williams,  our  elder.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Samuel 
Bollinger,  went  to  a  new  field  of  labor  in  the  Emmet  church, 
Idaho,  the  first  of  September.  Since  then  Bro.  Frank  Crum- 
packer  preached  for  us  until  he  left  for  the  East.  Now  we  have 
Bro.  Oliver  Fillmore,  who  will  be  our  pastor  for  a  while:  he  has 
some  wonderful  messages.  We  are  studying  the  doctrines  of 
Christ.  We  have  started  a  cottage  prayer  meeting.  Our  aid 
society  is  quite  busy;  we  now  have  all-day  meetings.  Bro.  C.  D. 
Fager  from  Paradise,  Calif.,  preached  for  us  on  Nov.  10.  We 
thank  God  for  so  many  blessings.  We  enjoy  having  visiting 
brethren  stop  with  us.— Mrs.  V.  W.  Goodman,  Nampa,  Idaho, 
Nov.  4. 

Illinois 

Astoria. — One  of  the  intermediate  boys  attended  the  camp  at 
Decatur  and  three  of  the  young  people  attended  the  camp  at 
Lewistown.  All  of  their  reports  were  interesting  and  showed  it 
was  worth  while  to  give  the  young  people  this  opportunity.  The 
home-coming  of  the  South  Fulton  church  was  well  attended. 
Bro.  O.  G.  Davis  was  the  guest  speaker  and  both  the  afternoon 
and  evening  messages  were  spiritual  and  timely.  The  mission- 
ary society  has  monthly  meetings  and  they  are  always  well  at- 
tended. The  aid  society  has  been  keeping  up  their  work  by  serv- 
ing at  sales  and  making  100  gallons  of  apple  butter.  On  Oct.  5 
installation  services  for  the  new  officers  were  held.  Pastor  Les- 
ter E.  Fike  attended  the  ministers'  conference  held  at  Bethany 
Seminary.  He  has  held  evangelistic  services  in  the  Oak  Grove, 
111.,  and  Greenwood,  Mo.,  churches  since  our  last  report.  During 
his  absence  the  following  ministers  gave  us  inspiring  messages: 
Brethren  Otho  Winger,  William  J.  Tinkle  and  M.  A.  Whisler. 
Bro.  Galen  Lehman  of  Springfield  is  our  elder  for  the  year  and 
Robert  Lam  is  the  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Mrs.  Lester 
Fike  is  the  director  of  women's  work.  Jimmie  Little  is  president 
of  the  young  people's  organization  and  Carl  Shawgo  is  adult  ad- 
viser. Two  letters  of  membership  have  been  received. — Rose 
Wickert,  Astoria,  111.,  Nov.  1. 

Woodland. — Brother  and  Sister  Virgil  D.  Weimer  completed 
their  summer  pastoral  work  in  our  church  the  last  of  August 
and  returned  to  their  school  work  at  Bethany  Seminary.  On 
Aug.  10  we  celebrated  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  our  present 
church  building  with  a  home-coming  service.     Bro.  E.  F.  Sherfy 


was  the  guest  speaker.  He  dedicated  the  new  building  on  Aug. 
20,  1911.  Our  church  was  richly  blessed  this  fall  by  the  district 
meeting  held  at  the  Astoria  church.  Sept.  7-21  we  had  revival 
meetings  with  Bro.  I.  D.  Heckman  bringing  an  inspiring  sermon 
each  evening.  Eight  were  baptized.  The  meetings  closed  with 
an  all-day  love  feast  on  Saturday  at  which  time  Bro.  Cave  and 
family  were  present.  On  Oct.  29  we  met  in  our  quarterly  busi- 
ness meeting.  The  main  item  of  business  was  a  pastoral  propo- 
sition.— Mrs.  Reuben  D.  Wickert,  Vermont,  111.,  Oct.  31. 

Indiana 

Ml.  Pleasant. — At  our  council  meeting  in  September  Bro. 
Arthur  Kitch  was  chosen  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  having  Bro.  Van  B.  Wright  with  us 
the  first  of  January  for  our  revival  meeting.  On  Sept.  8  our  pas- 
tor and  Bro.  W.  D.  Keller  of  Bremen  exchanged  pulpits.  The 
district  board  of  Christian  education  sponsored  a  sectional  work- 
ers' meeting  at  our  church  on  Sept.  28.  On  Oct.  16  five  officers 
of  the  district  women's  work  held  a  joint  meeting  with  the  wom- 
en of  the  Camp  Creek  and  Mt.  Pleasant  churches  at  our  church. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  N.  H.  Miller,  attended  the  pastors'  conference 
at  Bethany  Seminary,  Oct.  20-24.  Our  young  people's  organiza- 
tion has  recommended  doing  without  one  meal  on  Armistice 
Day  and  giving  the  money  to  Civilian  Public  Service  work. — 
Lillie  Markley,   Bourbon,   Ind.,   Nov.   3. 

Maryland 

Maple  Grove. — On  Aug.  30  we  met  in  our  quarterly  council 
with  Eld.  Howard  Whitacre  presiding.  All  church  officers  were 
retained  for  another  year.  It  was  left  to  the  official  body  to  find 
ways  and  means  of  securing  a  pastor.  Our  annual  home-coming 
was  held  on  Aug.  31  with  regular  Sunday-school  and  church 
services  in  the  morning,  at  which  Bro.  J.  E.  Murphy  preached. 
The  noon  lunch  was  served  on  the  church  lawn.  The  program  in 
the  afternoon  consisted  of  special  music  by  the  Pine  Grove 
chorus,  recitations  and  several  talks.  The  principal  talk  was 
given  by  Bro.  Foster  Bittinger  of  Westernport.  Our  evan- 
gelistic meetings  began  on  Sept.  14  with  Bro.  Lawrence  Bianchi 
as  evangelist.  We  had  large  crowds  every  night  and  a  fine  Chris- 
tian spirit  prevailed  throughout.  As  the  result  of  these  meet- 
ings twelve  were  baptized  and  one  was  reinstated.  One  hundred 
sixty-four  surrounded  the  Lord's  table  on  Sept.  28  at  our  love 
feast.  Delegates  were  sent  to  our  district  meeting  at  Frostburg. 
Our  church  was  also  represented  at  the  district  Sunday-school 
convention  held  at  Oak  Grove.  We  were  favored  with  a  fine 
talk  from  our  beloved  Sister  Ida  Shumaker,  returned  missionary 
to  India,  on  Oct.  4.  Since  we  have  no  regular  pastor,  we  have 
been  having  regular  church  services  every  Sunday  morning  with 
visiting  ministers,  and  evening  services  at  Bethesda.  With  many 
of  our  young  people  away  because  of  school  and  employment 
elsewhere,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  inactive  for  a  while.  They  have 
reorganized  and  hope  to  get  started  soon.  Our  ladies'  aid  has 
reorganized  with  the  writer  as  director.  We  recently  served 
dinner  at  Bro.  P.  H.  Yost's  sale.  Sister  Yost  was  our  past  aid 
president,  and  we  regret  very  much  their  moving  from  our 
community.  They  were  presented  with  a  table  lamp  from  the 
ladies'  aid.  Our  Sunday  school  has  been  increasing  in  attend- 
ance.— Mrs.   Arthur  Resh,   Grantsville,   Md.,   Nov.   3. 

Minnesota 
Guthrie. — Oct.  26  was  a  full  day  for  our  church.  Brother  and 
Sister  Frank  Allen  and  Bro.  W.  O.  Tannreuther  came  to  us  on 
Saturday  evening  and  fellowshiped  with  us  in  the  love  feast  serv- 
ice. Bro.  Allen  officiated.  After  Sunday  school  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing Bro.  Allen  gave  us  an  inspiring  message.  At  noon  we  en- 
joyed a  basket  dinner  together  and  after  dinner  we  met  in 
council  with  Bro.  Allen  presiding.  Sunday-school  officers  were 
elected  and  other  items  of  business  considered.  After  this  serv- 
ice Brother  and  Sister  Harold  Duncanson  were  installed  into  the 
ministry.  Bro.  Tannreuther  officiated  at  this  service,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Allen. — Mrs.  Abner  Stone,  Bemidji,  Minn.,  Oct.  31. 

Nebraska 
Lincoln. — On  Oct.  5  at  the  morning  worship  hour  Bro.  Jarboe 
conducted  an  impressive  installation  service  for  all  newly  elected 
church  and  Sunday-school  officers.  Our  church  was  well  repre- 
sented at  the  state  district  conference  in  Omaha  Oct.  10-13. 
Since  the  last  report  from  this  church  we  have  enjoyed  helpful 
messages  from  Rev.  Becker  of  our  City  Mission,  Rev.  Dillworth 
from  the  Salvation  Army,  Mr.  Lloyd  Everett  from  the  veterans' 
hospital  here  in  Lincoln,  and  Rev.  Fisher,  a  traveling  missionary. 
The  work  of  the  women's  council  is  progressing  nicely.  Besides 
the  functioning  of  the  various  committees,  the  ladies  have  sewed, 
knitted  and  crocheted  197  garments  for  the  Red  Cross.  Much 
interest  is  being  shown  by  the  members  of  the  junior  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
under  the  leadership  of  Ann  Kelso  and  Mrs.  Kelso.  We  regret 
to  report  that  Brother  and  Sister  Jarboe  recently  resigned  the 
pastorate  of  the  Lincoln  church.  We  shall  miss  their  wonder- 
ful ministry  and  leadership.  During  the  two  years  they  have 
faithfully  labored  with  us  the  interest  and  attendance  in  all  serv- 
ices have  greatly  increased.  Our  missionary  offerings,  as  well  as 
offerings  for  other  purposes,  have  been  unusually  good.  The 
best  part  of  all  has  been  the  fine  spiritual  growth  among  our 
members  and  the  ninety-one  souls  that  have  been  added  to  the 
church  membership  in  the  last  two  years.  We  trust  that  we  shall 
soon  have  another  pastor  to  carry  on  the  work  of  our  church. — 
Mrs.   Rhoda  Nebelsick,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  Nov.   4. 
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North  Dakota 
Cando. — We  held  our  regular  council  meeting  at  the  Zion 
church  on  Sept.  18  with  Eld.  Ray  Harris  in  charge.  Bro.  Harris 
was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro.  W.  W.  Smeltzer  assistant  elder. 
Elmer  Smeltzer  was  chosen  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Sept. 
28  was  promotion  day.  We  had  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  18  with 
Bro.  Ralph  Petry  in  charge,  and  on  the  following  day  we  had 
our  harvest  meeting  with  a  basket  dinner  at  noon.  Bro.  Petry 
was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  day.  Mrs.  Petry  told  a  story  for 
the  children  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  a  very  large  crowd 
both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon. — Mabel  Morgan,  Cando,  N. 
Dak.,  Oct.  28. 

Ohio 

Bear  Creek. — We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  5  with  Eld.  Parker 
Filbrun  presiding.  Charles  Erbaugh  was  elected  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Beginning  on  Sept.  17  Bro.  Walter  Kahle  of 
Virginia  spoke  to  us  for  three  evenings  on  Stretching  Short  Dol- 
lars. At  a  called  council  meeting  on  Sept.  9  plans  were  made  to 
remodel  the  basement  of  the  church,  putting  in  new  lights,  floor- 
ing the  basement  and  making  six  Sunday-school  rooms.  Oct.  26 
was  young  people's  rally  day  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  had  charge  of 
the  services.  They  presented  a  play.  The  Color  Line,  in  the 
morning,  and  Ralph  Townsend  spoke  in  the  evening.  Bro. 
Charles  D.  Bonsack  will  be  with  us  for  a  week  beginning  Nov. 
30  and  ending  with  the  communion  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  7. — 
Anna  V.  Stoner,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  Oct.  31. 

Springfield. — Our  ladies'  aid  society  was  organized  twenty-five 
years  ago  and  the  first  officers  are  still  active  in  the  work.  A 
home-coming  for  all  scattered  aid  members  was  held  at  the 
church  in  honor  of  this  anniversary.  On  Aug.  3  Mrs.  Ethel 
Stickler  of  Hartville  gave  an  address  on  The  Golden  Rule.  Our 
church-school  superintendent  for  the  new  year  is  Russel  Young. 
The  president  of  men's  work  is  Ian  Lorah;  of  women's  work, 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Young;  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Dale  Hawk.  Our  quarterly 
business  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  10.  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger  has 
been  retained  as  elder.  Oct.  4  marked  the  fifty-sixth  wedding 
anniversary  of  Brother  and  Sister  A.  R.  Holl.  They  have  served 
faithfully  in  the  deacon's  office  for  many  years.  Our  pastor,  Bro. 
Holsinger,  attended  the  regional  pastors'  conference  at  Bethany 
Seminary,  Oct.  20-23.  Dr.  R.  H.  Miller  of  Manchester  College 
gave  Bible  lectures  at  our  church  on  Oct.  24,  25  and  preached  on 
Oct.  26  both  in  the  morning  and  afternoon.  Dinner  was  served 
at  the  church.  The  day  was  in  observation  of  harvest,  home- 
coming and  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  the  building  of  the 
church.  Communion  services  were  held  in  the  evening  with  Bro. 
Miller  officiating.  The  services  of  the  day  were  well  attended 
and  Bro.  Miller's  work  was  appreciated.  In  the  afternoon  an  of- 
fering was  taken  for  peace  relief.  Since  our  last  report  five 
have  been  added  to  the  church  by  letter. — Mrs.  Fred  Young, 
Mogadore,  Ohio,  Nov.  1. 

White  Cottage. — Our  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance  has 
been  quite  normal  during  the  summer  months.  Our  regular 
quarterly  council  was  held  on  Oct.  7  with  Eld.  J.  D.  Zigler  in 
charge.  Consecration  services  for  the  newly  elected  Sunday- 
school  officers  and  teachers  were  held  on  Oct.  5.  We  have  been 
contributing  to  Civilian  Public  Service  and  relief  work.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Oct.  29  with  Bro.  Ora  DeLauter  in  charge. 
The  attendance  was  quite  large.  Mrs.  Anna  Slack  was  re-elected 
president  of  our  women's  work.  We  have  donated  120  cans  of 
fruit  to  Bethany  Hospital,  knotted  one  comforter  and  made  com- 
forters for  refugees,  besides  doing  other  sewing  and  embroider- 
ing. Our  pastor,  Bro.  Zigler,  recently  attended  the  ministerial 
meeting  at  Bethany.  Our  rally  day  program  has  been  planned 
for  Nov.  9.  Bro.  John  Myers  of  Canton  was  with  us  on  Nov.  2 
and  gave  a  pep  talk  for  the  men  which  was  most  interesting. — 
Wilma  Baughman,  Roseville,  Ohio,  Nov.   3. 

Pennsylvania 
East  Petersburg. — Our  daily  vacation  Bible  school,  directed  by 
Sister  Martha  Hershey,  had  an  average  attendance  of  134.  The 
offerings  amounted  to  $28.98.  Our  Sunday  schools  were  reor- 
ganized with  Bro.  Earl  Hostetter  as  superintendent  at  East  Pet- 
ersburg and  Bro.  Samuel  Zerphey  at  Salunga.    The  men's  work 


was  reorganized  with  John  Herr  as  president.  A  father  and 
son  fellowship  meeting  was  held  at  East  Petersburg  on  Oct.  2. 
Bro.  Norman  Musser  gave  the  address.  Sister  Esther  Haverstick 
was  re-elected  chairman  of  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  This  group  had  a 
pleasant  summer  with  hikes,  wiener  roasts  and  campfires.  A 
more  inspirational  and  educational  program  is  being  planned 
for  the  winter  months.  The  junior  aid  is  active.  They  have 
elected  Sister  Jane  Spahr  as  chairman  for  the  year.  An  inspir- 
ing welfare  and  temperance  meeting  was  held  in  the  East  Peters- 
burg church  on  Oct.  19.  Hon.  John  A.  McSparran  and  Brethren 
F.  S.  Carper,  C.  E.  Weaver  and  Galen  Kilhefner  gave  helpful 
addresses.  Our  chorus  of  twenty-five  voices,  directed  by  Sister 
Roy  S.  Forney,  will  present  an  afternoon  program  of  sacred 
music  in  the  Allentown  church  on  Nov.  9.  The  love  feast  will 
be  held  at  East  Petersburg  on  Sunday,  Nov.  16,  with  Bro.  Harry 
B.  Yoder  officiating.  Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  will  present  the  spe- 
cial feature  at  the  hymn  sing  to  be  held  in  the  Salunga  church 
on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  7.  One  of  our  young  men,  Bro.  John 
Jacob  Weidler,  left  for  Camp  Kane  on  Oct.  27.  He  is  the  first  to 
be  called  from  our  congregation. — Mrs.  John  P.  Gingrich,  East 
Petersburg,   Pa.,   Nov.   4. 

Fairview. — Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  27  at  the  Fairview 
house,  George's  Creek  congregation,  with  Bro.  J.  H.  Wimmer 
officiating.  He  preached  three  strong  scriptural  sermons.  Eld. 
Haught  conducted  an  interesting  installation  service  for  the 
Sunday-school  and  church  officers. — William  A.  Townsend, 
Smithfield,  Pa.,  Nov.   3. 

Fairview. — Our  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  year  is 
Howard  Dilling.  Our  church  contributed  liberally  to  the  food 
donations  for  Camp  Kane.  On  Oct.  9  we  had  the  sound  picture, 
Ten  Nights  in  a  Barroom,  presented.  Because  of  the  exceedingly 
large  crowd  there  were  two  showings.  Our  evangelistic  meetings 
closed  on  Oct.  26.  Bro.  Wilfred  N.  Staufer  of  New  Enterprise 
labored  earnestly  with  us,  bringing  sixteen  Biblical  messages 
which  we  greatly  appreciated.  On  Sept.  21  four  youths  received 
the  holy  rite  of  baptism,  then  following  the  evangelistic  meet- 
ings, on  Nov.  3.  four  more  young  people  received  this  sacred 
rite.  Nov.  9  has  been  set  aside  as  a  special  missionary  day. 
Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp  and  children,  returned  mis- 
sionaries to  Africa,  will  be  our  guests.  On  Nov.  23  at  7:30  p.  m. 
Dr.  R.  L.  Watts,  retired  dean  of  Pennsylvania  State  College,  will 
show  us  his  slides  on  God  Revealed  Through  Nature. — Mrs.  Er- 
nest A.  Brumbaugh,  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  3. 

Mechanicsburg. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Oct  7  with 
Eld.  W.  G.  Group  presiding.  All  reports  were  given  and  ap- 
proved. It  was  decided  to  begin  our  fall  revival  meeting  on 
Nov.  2  and  close  it  with  a  love  feast  on  Nov.  16.  Pastor  J.  Lloyd 
Nedrow  will  be  our  evangelist.  Bro.  Group  was  re-elected  as 
elder  for  another  year,  and  Bro.  Nedrow  was  re-elected  to  serve 
as  pastor  until  1943.  The  Sunday  school  was  organized  and 
Bro.  Ezra  Bucher  was  elected  superintendent.  All  Sunday- 
school  officers  were  installed  by  the  pastor.  The  ladies'  aid,  the 
missionary  society  and  the  women's  work  organizations  have  ac- 
complished a  great  deal  during  the  year.  At  three  different  times 
they  sent  several  bags  of  clothing  to  the  American  Friends  Serv- 
ice Committee  at  Philadelphia  and  expect  to  send  another  sup- 
ply soon.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Nov.  2  with  a  fitting  pro- 
gram, and  in  the  evening  the  Student  Volunteer  group  -from 
Elizabethtown  College  gave  a  program  to  a  large  and  apprecia- 
tive audience.  Much  interest  has  been  shown  during  this  year, 
and  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging.— Mrs.  J.  Lloyd 
Nedrow,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  3. 

Middle  Creek. — Our  home-coming  service  was  held  on  Aug.  17 
with  Bro.  John  Graham  of  the  Shade  Creek  congregation  as  the 
guest  speaker  both  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  On  Aug.  24  we 
had  with  us  a  delegation  of  seventy-five  from  the  Moxham 
church  with  their  pastor,  Bro.  John  Ellis.  After  a  basket  lunch 
the  men's  organization  of  that  church  presented  a  very  inspira- 
tional program.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Berkebile  and  Mrs.  C.  J.  Bowser 
were  delegates  to  the  district  Sunday-school  convention  at 
Uniontown  Aug.  26,  27.  On  Sept.  14  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  for 
circuit  number  four  was  held  under  the  direction  of  the  presi- 
dent, Daisy  Belle  Berkebile.    Brethren  W.  F.  Berkebile  and  A.  J. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS 
California 

Nov.   30,   7   pm,    Santa   Ana. 
Dec.  3,  7  pm,  Long  Beach. 

Indiana 

Nov.  22,   Center. 

Nov.  23,  7  pm,  Ft.  Wayne. 

Dec.   1,  New  Paris. 

Dec.    15,    Sugar    Creek. 

Iowa 

Nov.   23,   7   pm,    Garrison. 

Kansas 
Nov.   24,   Navarre. 


Michigan 
Dec.  13,  7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Missouri 
Nov.   27,   Mountain    Grove. 

Ohio 
Nov.  22,  7  pm,  Trotwood. 
Nov.    23,    Ashland. 
Nov.   23,   Hartville. 
Dec.  7,  Bear  Creek. 

Pennsylvania 
Nov.   23,   all  day,  Bermudian. 
Nov.   30,  Allentown. 

Washington 

Nov.  22,  Sunny  Slope. 
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Beeghly  were  the  speakers  of  the  afternoon  with  Brethren  Cecil 
Showalter  and  Galen  R.  Blough  bringing  the  evening  messages. 
Mrs.  Lillian  Bruner  gave  the  vesper  talk.  The  officers  for  the 
coming  year  were  elected  and  the  adult  advisers  are  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ernest  Statler  with  Emily  Maust  as  president.  Officers 
were  elected  for  our  church  school  for  the  coming  year.  The 
Sunday-school  superintendent  is  Mrs.  Mary  Gary.  Mrs.  Allie 
Knepper  is  president  of  the  women's  work  organization.  Our 
fall  council  was  held  on  Sept.  27  and  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  5. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  F.  Berkebile,  held  a  revival  in  the  Center 
church  of  this  congregation  Oct.  27 — Nov.  1.  We  are  planning  a 
mother  and  daughter  banquet  for  Nov.  17.  Sister  Mary  Gauntz 
Cumming,  missionary  to  China,  is  to  be  the  speaker. — Lillian 
Bruner,  Rockwood,  Pa.,  Oct.  31. 

Texas 

Falfuxrias. — Brother  and  Sister  Horner  and  daughter  spent  sev- 
eral days  with  us  during  the  last  week  of  August.  Bro.  Horner 
brought  us  two  splendid  messages  from  God's  Word.  Bro.  Koff- 
man,  a  Mennonite  missionary  to  the  Mexicans,  from  Tuleta, 
Texas,  was  with  us  one  Sunday  in  September  and  brought  the 
morning  message.  We  enjoyed  having  these  brethren  with  us 
very  much;  they  are  both  able  speakers.  We  hope  that  several 
families  from  the  North  who  are  spending  the  winter  in  the 
Southland  will  consider  Falfurrias  their  home  for  the  winter. 
We  are  few  in  number  and  would  appreciate  their  presence  very 
much.  Our  winter  visitors  in  the  past  have  been  a  great  help 
and  inspiration  to  our  group. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Dague,  Falfurrias, 
Texas,  Nov.  3. 

Virginia 
Belmont. — At  our  spring  council  meeting  Bro.  I.  N.  Zigler, 
who  has  been  elder  of  the  Belmont  church  for  twenty-one  years, 
tendered  his  resignation,  feeling  that  the  progress  of  the  church 
would  be  carried  forward  more  efficiently  under  the  leadership 
of  one  of  the  younger  elders,  and  also  because  of  impaired  health. 
No  action  was  taken  at  this  meeting,  but  the  matter  was  taken 
up  in  the  September  council  and  Bro.  Luther  Mason  was  chosen 
elder-in-charge  with  Bro.  A.  G.  Wheeler  associate  elder.  A 
favorable  report  was  given  by  the  brethren  in  charge  of  the  an- 
nual church  visit.  The  Sunday  schools  at  Belmont  and  Brooks 
Mission  were  reorganized.  On  Oct.  19  Bro.  W.  E.  Cunningham 
of  Brightwood,  Va.,  began  a  revival  meeting  at  Brooks  Mission, 
continuing  for  one  week.  The  services  were  well  attended  and 
all  received  inspiration  and  encouragement.  This  is  the  fifth 
meeting  Bro.  Cunningham  has  held  at  this  place  in  the  last  nine 
years.  The  ministers  of  the  congregation  are  now  conducting 
services  on  Wednesday  nights  at  Brooks  Mission,  emphasizing  our 
peace  principles  and  other  doctrines.  The  church  has  purchased 
the  Brooks  schoolhouse  and  as  time  and  means  will  permit  it  is 
being  changed  and  rearranged  into  a  house  of  worship.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  1.  Because  of  sickness  in  several 
homes  the  members  could  not  all  attend.  Since  our  last  report 
we  have  lost  two  of  our  members  by  death  and  eight  by  letter. 
— Mattie  E.  Zigler,  Mineral,  Va.,  Nov.  4. 

Coulson. — On  Sept.  27  we  held  our  love  feast  with  Bro.  J.  B. 
Sowers  officiating.  On  the  following  Sunday  Brethren  Michael 
and  Samuel  Reed  preached  for  us.  We  have  a  splendid  Sunday 
school.  On  Oct.  12  Brethren  Will  and  Norman  Reed  began  a  re- 
vival meeting  and  preached  sixteen  Spirit-filled  sermons.  Eleven 
were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. — Mrs.  W.  H.  Lintecum,  Hills- 
ville,  Va.,  Nov.  1. 

Washington 
Olympia. — During  this  past  summer  our  church  has  had  many 
interesting  and  inspiring  people  with  us.  Among  our  visitors 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Leland  Brubaker,  Brother  and  Sister 
William  Beahm,  Bro.  C.  Ernest  Davis,  Brother  and  Sister  Sla- 
baugh  and  daughters  and  Brother  and  Sister  Jacob  Eby.  The 
La  Verne  College  male  quartet  gave  an  inspiring  message  in 
song  on  Aug.  7.  In  the  evening  our  church  joined  with  other 
churches  downtown  when  the  quartet  gave  an  open  air  sacred 
concert  in  the  city  park.  Jean  Schrock  and  Keith  Barnhart  were 
the  winners  in  the  Bible  memory  contest  and  they  represented 
our  church  at  the  summer  assembly  Bible  memory  contest,  where 
they  again  were  the  winners.  Our  church  is  very  fortunate  in 
having  three  choirs,  the  beginners  and  the  junior  and  senior 
choirs,  all  under  the  capable  direction  of  Mrs.  Lois  Rench.  The 
young  people  gave  a  play  recently  entitled  Blue  Glasses  and 
Harmony.  Bro.  LaMar  Bollinger  has  been  chosen  to  be  our  pas- 
tor and  Bro.  Louis  Holderreed  our  elder  for  the  coming  year. 
The  Comrades  Sunday-school  class  sponsored  a  canning  project 
and  on  Labor  Day  several  folks  met  in  the  church  basement  and 
canned  150  quarts  of  foodstuff.  Several  quarts  have  been  do- 
nated to  this  amount  since  then.  This  food  will  be  used  wher- 
ever needed.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  been  responsible  the  past  sum- 
mer for  sending  several  pounds  of  clothing  to  the  needy  in  both 
China  and  our  Yakima  work  camp.  Their  program  is  quite  full 
for  the  next  several  weeks  in  finishing  some  quilts.  Our  autumn 
love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  5  with  seventy-five  members  com- 
muning. On  Oct.  26  the  west  coast  churches  met  in  Tacoma  for 
the  autumn  convention.  A  good  crowd  enjoyed  the  day,  with 
a  basket  lunch  at  noon.  The  guest  speaker  in  the  afternoon  was 
Bro.  Wang  Tung,  who  is  now  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  in  Seattle, 
Wash.  The  theme  for  the  day  was  Building  With  Christ,  and 
Bro.  Wang  spoke  especially  on  building  his  own  life  with  Christ. 
Bro.  Sherman  Stookey,  one  of  our  older  ministers,  has  been 
absent   from   church   for    some   time   because   of   an   accident   in 
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which  he  suffered  a  fractured  knee.  At  this  writing  the  cast 
has  been  removed  and  we  pray  that  we  may  have  his  presence 
at  church  again  soon. — Rachel  Michael,  Olympia,  Wash.,  Oct.  28. 

West  Virginia 
Valley  River. — Bro.  John  B.  Grimley  preached  for  us  on  the 
second  Sunday  of  August.  The  junior  aid  and  adult  aid  pre- 
sented to  Brother  and  Sister  Grimley  a  study  lamp  and  quilt  in 
appreciation  of  their  inspiring  messages  from  time  to  time  dur- 
ing the  summer.  On  Aug.  17,  instead  of  our  usual  evening  serv- 
ice in  the  church,  we  went  out  on  the  hillside  and  worshiped  in 
a  vesper  service.  The  junior  aid  had  charge  of  the  program. 
Our  delegates  to  district  conference,  which  convened  in  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  were  Hallie  Row  and  Willard  Martin.  On 
Aug.  24  the  senior  class  had  charge  of  the  morning  worship 
service,  using  the  theme,  Staying  Within  Bounds.  In  the  evening 
Bro.  Omer  B.  Maphis  and  son,  John,  of  Elgin,  111.,  brought  us  a 
very  stimulating  message  on  The  History  of  Our  Church.  Bro. 
Maphis  also  showed  slides  on  the  work  of  the  Publishing  House. 
Six  of  our  members  attended  the  regional  conference  at  Bridge- 
water,  Va.,  bringing  back  a  very  fine  report.  On  Sept.  5  the  dis- 
trict children's  workers  met  in  an  afternoon  conference  with  Miss 
Ruth  Shriver  in  charge.  Following  the  conference  a  fellowship 
supper  was  served  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Byrd,  is  conducting  a  leadership  training  class  each  Wednes- 
day evening  on  Improving  Our  Local  Church  Program.  The 
junior  aid  held  a  bake  sale  on  Sept.  20.  We  met  in  quarterly 
council  on  Sept.  20  and  good  reports  were  given  by  the  various 
committees.  Bro.  Byrd  was  hired  for  another  year  as  part-time 
pastor.  On  Sept.  21  our  Sunday  school  was  organized;  Bro.  A.  J. 
Arbogast  is  the  superintendent  for  the  coming  year.  The  men's 
work  again  sponsored  a  lunch  stand  at  the  annual  forest  festival. 
Recently  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  was  reorganized;  Connie  Arbogast  is 
the  new  president.  The  ladies'  aid  held  their  annual  grab  bag 
sale  on  Oct.  23.  They  also  decided  to  send  an  offering  and  to 
make  some  comforters  for  the  C.  P.  S. — Ermina  Miller,  Junior, 
W.  Va.,  Oct.  28. 

Wisconsin 
White  Rapids. — We  held  an  all-day  meeting  on  Oct.  12  with  a 
basket  dinner  at  noon.  The  council  meeting  was  called  to  order 
by  Bro.  O.  L.  Harley,  in  the  absence  of  Eld.  D.  D.  Funderburg. 
Bro.  Funderburg  was  re-elected  elder  and  Paul  Harley  was 
elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  We  decided  to  form  a 
Messenger  club.  The  ladies'  aid  is  busy  preparing  for  the  fall 
bazaar  and  supper  to  be  held  on  Nov.  13.  The  aid  is  also  pre- 
paring a  nursery  department  and  making  plans  to  sew  for  the 
Civilian  Service  camps.  Brother  and  Sister  Heestand  were  dele- 
gates to  district  meeting  and  both  brought  back  interesting  re- 
ports of  the  meetings. — Mrs.  William  Boise,  Wausaukee,  Wis., 
Oct.  28. 
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LITTLE  STORIES  FROM  THE  BIBLE  ...15c 
Minor  Bryant 

An  A  B  C  book  of  26  Bible  Stories  with  a 
verse    for    each.      Beautifully    colored    cover. 

The  book  opens  with  a  Morning  Prayer  and 
closes  with  an  Evening  Prayer.  Many  of  the 
verses  will  be  unconsciously  memorized 
through    frequent   repetition.     Size    6%x9. 

ILLUSTRATED   BIBLE   STORY   BOOK: 

Old   Testament    50c 

(Popular   Edition) 

ILLUSTRATED   BIBLE   STORY   BOOK: 

New   Testament    50c 
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Winter 


Loveland — Illustrated    by    Milo 


These  Popular  Editions  of  the  famous  IL- 
LUSTRATED BIBLE  STORY  BOOKS  have 
been  made  from  the  One-Volume  Edition. 
The  Old  Testament  volume  contains  the 
Story  of  Joseph  and  His  Brothers,  the  Story 
of  Moses,  the  Story  of  Joshua  and  of  Gideon, 
and  the  Story  of  David — the  most  popular 
hero  tales  of  the  Bible.  The  New  Testament 
volume  contains  the  Story  of  Jesus — his  in- 
fancy, boyhood,  later  works  and  teachings 
with  many  of  his  parables  and  miracles. 

BIBLE   PICTURE   ABC   BOOK    S1.00 

Elsie  G.  Egermeier 

Opposite  each  picture  Miss  Egermeier  pre- 
sents in  her  usual  captivating  manner  a  beau- 
tiful story.  A  short  verse  is  given  in  which 
is  used  each  letter  from  the  alphabet.  Nurs- 
ery stories  are  printed  in  new  and  easy-to- 
read  style  of  type,  giving  a  full  page  to  each 
story;   26  full-page   colored   pictures. 


.32.00 


STORY    OF    THE    BIBLE    

Jesse  Lyman  Hurlbut 

The  whole  story  of  the  Bible  is  told  in  one 
hundred  sixty-eight  complete  and  fascinat- 
ing stories.  Yet  as  a  group  these  chapters 
furnish  a  continuous  narrative  of  unusual 
simplicity  and  interest.  The  pictorial  fea- 
tures of  the  book  are  extraordinary.  The 
volume  contains  250  half-tone  engravings  be- 
sides 16  full-page  illustrations  in  color.  The 
text  is  self-pronouncing;   757  pages. 

JESUS   AND   HIS    FRIENDS    50c 

By   Mary  Alice   Jones — Illustrated   by   Lucre- 
tia  Matcher 

From  this  group  of  stories  the  young  child 
will  gain  a  new  affection  for  Jesus  and  a 
deeper  appreciation  of  his  character.  JE- 
SUS AND  HIS  FRIENDS  provides  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  world's  greatest  story. 
The  pictures  possess  dignity  yet  are  full  of  a 
warm,  friendly  appeal. 

EGERMEIER'S    BIBLE   STORY   BOOK    ..$2.00 
Elsie  G.   Egermeier 

The  Bible  stories  by  Miss  Egermeier  have 
been  acclaimed  as  the  best-written  stories 
of  their  kind  for  children.  Profusely  illus- 
trated with  actual  photographs,  beautiful 
color   reproductions   and   drawings. 

Contains  645  pages;  234  stories;  self-pro- 
nouncing type;  17  full-page,  tipped-in  colored 
pictures;  four  one-color  (full-page)  ani- 
mated maps;  over  200  one-color  pictures;  an- 
imated end  sheets  of  Old  Testament  and 
New  Testament  worlds;  blue  linen-finish 
cloth  with   titles   in   gold   leaf. 
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Around  the  World . . . 


Evangelism  by  phonograph  is  be- 
ing attempted  by  Rev.  Henry  Kooi, 
pastor  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  He  has 
25  recordings  of  services  which  he 
distributes  in  homes  of  the  sick  and 
in  rural  areas  of  his  parish. 

A  favorable  home  environment  is 

much  more  important  than  biological 
heredity  in  promoting  the  length  of 
life,  Dr.  Louis  I.  Budlin,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Metropolitan  Life  In- 
surance Company,  declared  recently. 

Twenty  thousand  needy  students 
in  public  and  private  colleges  and 
high  schools  in  New  York  City  and 
Long  Island  will  receive  $1,210,710 
this  year  through  the  operation  of 
the  National  Youth  Administration 
student  work  program. 

The  first  Negro  in  twenty-five 
years  to  be  appointed  as  a  treasury 
official  is  William  Pickens,  recently 
made  staff  assistant  in  charge  of  the 
Negro  division  for  the  sale  of  de- 
fense bonds  in  the  defense  savings 
division  of  the  United  States  treas- 
ury. 

Airmail  service  between  the 
United  States  and  Africa  will  be 
started  about  Nov.  29.  The  route  ex- 
tends from  Miami,  Fla.,  to  Leopold- 
ville,  Belgian  Congo,  by  way  of  San 
Juan,  Puerto  Rico;  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad;  Belem  and  Natal,  Brazil; 
Bathurst,  Gambia  and  Lagos,  Africa. 

Liquor  is  a  prolific  cause  of  crime. 
This  is  the  conviction  of  Wilbur  La- 
Roe,  Jr.,  a  member  of  the  bar  and  of 
the  parole  board  of  Washington,  D. 
C.  Out  of  a  study  of  625  felony  cases 
he  is  "convinced  that  liquor  is  mak- 
ing a  tremendous  contribution  to 
serious  crime  in  the  nation's  capital, 
being  responsible  for  nearly  one 
fourth  of  all  the  felonies." 

A  study  course  on  the  bases  of  a 
permanent  world  peace  and  the  role 
the  Methodist  Church  will  be  called 
upon  to  play  in  achieving  it  will  be 
included  among  the  courses  in  re- 
ligious education  set  up  recently  by 
the  church.  Other  courses  include 
studies  on  the  meaning  of  courtship 
and  marriage,  the  place  of  religion 
in  family  life,  the  meaning  of  church 
membership,  Christian  art  and 
Christian  philosophy. 


The  number  of  Negro  Catholics  in 

the  United  States  has  increased  by 
93,002  in  the  past  ten  years,  bring- 
ing the  total  up  to  296,988,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  released  by  the 
Josephite  Press  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  city  plan  commission  has  de- 
nied the  Latter  Day  Saints  church  a 
permit  to  construct  a  $60,000  church 
and  recreation  hall  at  a  site  in  Spo- 
kane, Wash.,  on  the  grounds  that  the 
area  offers  unusual  quiet  and  a 
minimum  of  traffic  which  the  resi- 
dents desire  to  maintain. 

Some  150.000  lepers  in  200  leper 
colonies  in  48  countries  are  being 
supported  by  37  Protestant  denomi- 
nations through  the  American  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers  and  the  British  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  from  five  to  ten  million 
lepers  in  the  world. 

Sunday  movies  were  an  issue  in 
local  referendums  at  the  recent  gen- 
eral election  in  Pennsylvania.  Thir- 
teen out  of  16  communities  voted 
against  opening  the  way  for  movies 
on  Sunday.  A  Pennsylvania  statute 
of  1935  permits  the  issue  to  be  placed 
on  local  ballots  once  every  five 
years. 

Migrant  workers  in  counties  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  area  will  be  given 
consideration  in  a  program  designed 
jointly  by  the  Home  Missions  Coun- 
cil of  North  America  and  the  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  and  Christian  Edu- 
cation. The  plans  include  a  full-time 
secretary,  a  Negro  student  assistant 
during  the  oyster  season,  four  re- 
gional assistants  and  a  traveling  mis- 
sionary nurse  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  the  migrants. 

The  Committee  for  Refugee  Edu- 
cation, 254  Fourth  Avenue,  New 
York  City,  reports  that  in  the  fifteen 
months  ending  April  1941,  3,389 
refugees  had  attended  classes  or- 
ganized by  the  committee  under 
qualified  volunteer  teachers.  The 
committee,  operating  with  a  paid 
staff  of  six  members  on  an  annual 
budget  of  $16,000,  was  on  the  date  of 
the  report  conducting  84  free  class- 
es with  teachers,  and  a  list  of  re- 
serve teachers. 


Crumbling  clay  tablets  which 
lay  buried  for  4,000  years  in  the 
dry  earth  of  Mesopotamia  have 
yielded  new  chapters  in  the  col- 
lection of  stories  of  the  world's 
creation.  Recently  a  group  of  dis- 
tinguished orientalists  gathered 
at  a  seminar  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  museum  to  hear 
Dr.  Samuel  N.  Kramer  read  the 
Sumerian  story  of  the  origin  of  the 
world.  Dr.  Kramer  is  research  as- 
sociate of  the  museum  and  of  the 
Oriental  Institute  of  the  University 
of  Chicago.  He  searched  through 
800  tablets  and  fragments  to  find 
the  sixteen  containing  the  poem 
and  then  translated  it  from  the 
language  of  Sumer.  Many  of  the 
tablets  had  been  in  the  museum 
since  their  excavation  forty  to  fifty 
years  ago;  others  were  in  Istan- 
bul, Turkey.  The  creation  story 
contains  many  elements  which  re- 
semble passages  in  later  Hebrew 
and  Greek  versions  of  the  cre- 
ation and  even  suggest  some 
points  in  the  Book  of  Genesis.  The 
Sumerian  poem  is  dated  2000  B.  C. 


A  candle  of  pure  beeswax,  weigh- 
ing more  than  two  tons  and  12  feet 
tall,  was  shipped  on  a  special  freight 
car  recently  from  New  York  to  Dal- 
las, Tex.  From  Nov.  15  to  Christ- 
mas Day  the  candle  will  burn  in 
front  of  a  department  store.  If 
burned  this  length  of  time  each  year 
the  candle  will  last  for  more  than 
two  centuries.  The  flame  is  ten 
inches  high. 

Fifty  ministers  turned  carpenters 
to  begin  a  unit  for  a  new  church  in 
a  community  of  1,000  homes  near 
Burbank,  Calif.  This  is  an  area  of  a 
major  aircraft  plant  where  there 
was  no  church.  The  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Christian  Missionary  Society 
supplied  funds  for  the  initial  pay- 
ment on  the  lot  and  materials;  con- 
tinuing labor  and  money  are  being 
donated  by  residents  of  the  com- 
munity. 
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Do  Business  Without  Him 

"You  can't  do  business  with  Hitler"  is  a  much 
advertised  argument  nowadays.  Interventionists 
urge  it  as  the  last  word  in  favor  of  full  American 
participation  in  the  war.  Whether  it  is  all  it  pre- 
tends to  be  we  do  not  presume  to  say.  Maybe  so, 
but  that  leaves  untouched  the  more  important  half 
of  the  problem.  To  make  the  argument  really  ef- 
fective it  must  be  shown  that  we  cannot  do  busi- 
ness without  the  distinguished  gentleman's  bless- 
ing. How  could  anybody  know  that?  If  we  can- 
not do  business  with  the  archenemy  of  human 
decency,  God  be  praised.  We  will  do  business 
without  him. 

We  are  reminded  of  another  person,  supreme 
ruler  of  the  realms  of  wickedness,  without  whom 
some  otherwise  good  people  say  we  cannot  do 
business.  They  say  we  cannot  overcome  great 
evils,  such  as  war,  without  using  his  instruments. 
They  say  we  cannot  succeed  in  business  without 
making  some  concessions  to  his  methods.  Com- 
mon honesty  is  having  a  hard  struggle  to  maintain 
its  high  place  as  chief  among  the  virtues.  It  needs 
our  help.  Let's  give  it  freely.  We  can  show  the 
world  that  we  can  do  business,  any  business  use- 
ful enough  to  be  worth  doing,  without  the  help  of 
the  devil  or  of  any  of  his  agents.  E.  F. 

About  the  Plan 

There  is  nothing  complicated  or  mysterious 
about  the  plan  of  salvation,  as  some  overzealous, 
but  not  too  well-informed,  persons  try  to  make 
out.  The  plan  is  for  you  to  respond  to  God's  in- 
finite love  by  appreciating  it  and  loving  him  in  re- 
turn with  all  your  might.  When  you  love  some- 
body very,  very  dearly  do  you  have  any  serious 
trouble  in  deciding  what  to  do  about  it? 

The  fact  that  we  cannot  see  our  gracious  God 
with  physical  eyes  is  no  excuse.  We  can  see  the 
other  people  he  loves  and  by  loving  them  we  love 


him.  This  is  how  the  first  and  second  command- 
ments get  so  mixed  up  we  can  hardly  keep  them 
apart.  But  that's  all  right.  Just  leave  them  that 
way. 

The  real  problem  in  this  business  is  God's.  He 
has  had  no  end  of  trouble  trying  to  get  us  to  un- 
derstand what  he  wants  with  us.  He  has  even 
gone  so  far  as  to  send  his  only  begotten  Son  for 
this  very  purpose.  With  all  this,  many  people  find 
it  hard  to  believe  the  good  news.  It  seems  too  good 
to  be  true.  They  think  there  must  be  some  deep 
dark  secret  with  a  key  to  it  hidden  somewhere. 

There  isn't.  The  plan  is  the  essence  of  sim- 
plicity. E.F. 

"Great  Swelling  Words" 

The  manuscript  was  nicely  typed  with  the  lines 
double-spaced  and  the  margins  generous  enough. 
The  editorial  reader  felt  that  here  at  long  last  was 
something  which  would  furnish  easy  going.  He 
would  mark  the  size  and  kind  of  type,  make  a  few 
punctuation  changes  in  conformity  with  Messen- 
ger style,  and  that  would  be  that. 

But  alas,  the  very  first  sentence  of  the  manu- 
script revealed  a  pretty  bad  tangle.  The  opening 
paragraph  gave  the  secret  away.  The  editorial 
reader  really  had  in  hand  a  prize  specimen  of  the 
inflated  and  stilted  style  of  writing  in  which  the 
author  seems  determined  to  use  "great  swelling 
words."  Now  great  words  have  their  uses,  but 
when  they  are  invoked  without  due  regard  to  their 
meaning  that  is  quite  another  matter. 

Returning  to  the  reading  of  the  manuscript  we 
found  that  nearly  every  sentence  was  a  problem 
and  each  paragraph  dark  with  the  mystery  of  un- 
certain meaning.  And  then  it  was  that  the  edi- 
torial reader's  mind,  baffled  and  discouraged,  be- 
gan to  wander.  It  was  recalled  that  a  Mr.  Greg- 
ory, who  was  head  proofreader  at  the  House  for 
twenty-five  years,  more  than  once  confided  that 
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there  were  times  when  he  was  hard  put  to  it  to 
understand  materials  which  came  to  hand.  Now  it 
can  be  said  that  the  Full  Report  frequently  gave 
him  an  editorial  headache.  The  reports  of  speeches 
made  sometimes  gave  him  no  end  of  trouble.  He 
frequently  had  to  resort  to  the  four-step  method  of 
editing.  First,  the  passage  was  read  to  see  what  it 
was  about.  Second,  he  would  struggle  through, 
cutting  and  adding  to  blaze  a  trail  of  thought. 
Third,  he  would  read  again  to  tighten  up  connec- 
tions. Fourth,  he  would  make  a  final  reading  to 
make  sure  nothing  was  missed. 

But  how  did  we  get  to  telling  about  ancient 
struggles  with  the  reporter's  copy  for  the  Full 
Report?  Oh,  yes,  it  was  that  manuscript  we  were 
trying  to  read.  Remember?  It  was  so  full  of 
"great  swelling  words"  it  was  difficult  to  tell  what 
the  author  was  trying  to  say.  For  one  of  the 
simplest  rules  of  good  writing  had  been  ignored. 
Genung  used  to  insist:  "Use  the  simplest  words 
the  subject  will  bear."  But  the  writer  of  whom  we 
speak  had  used  1,400  words  where  half  that  num- 
ber would  have  been  ample — and  shorter  words  at 
that! 

When  tempted  to  use  "great  swelling  words" 
consider  the  consequences.  Remember,  too,  that 
it  is  not  just  writers  who  offend.  There  come  boy- 
hood memories  of  a  certain  goodhearted  and 
widely-read  preacher  who  was  forever  venturing 
beyond  his  depth  in  the  sea  of  "great  swelling 
words."  He  had  eager  listeners  because  one  could 
ill  afford  to  miss  his  strange  and  often  delightful 
inaccuracies. 

Oh,  yes,  that  manuscript!  Worn  down  from  an 
hour's  "  struggle  through  a  regular  crab-apple 
thicket  of  confused  writing  we  hope  the  gentle 
reader  will  not  think  too  hard  of  us  for  taking 
time  out  to  talk  shop.  When  tempted  to  use 
"great  swelling  words,"  try  counting  to  ten.  Then 
see  if  you  can  put  your  message  in  language  which 
a  child  can  understand.  If  so,  you  may  be  sure 
of  the  interest  and  thanks  of  grownups.       h.  a.  b. 

Eight  Ways  to  Build  Peace 

A  Call  to  America 
We  propose  that  the  United  States  immediately  pro- 
claim its  readiness  to  enter  negotiations  with  all  nations 
based  on  the  following  eight  points  of  a  dynamic  peace- 
making policy: 

1.  The  United  States  will  take  its  full  share  of  re- 
sponsibility, with  other  nations,  for  the  building  of  fed- 
eral world  government  along  some  such  lines  as  those 
of  our  American  union. 

2.  The  United  States  will  offer  to  invest  the  billions 
that  it  would  otherwise  devote  to  war  preparations  and 
war,  in  a  sound  international  plan  for  the  economic  re- 
habilitation of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  in  order  to  stay  the 


inroads    of    famine    and    pestilence    which    otherwise 
threaten  to  engulf  mankind. 

3.  In  the  coming  peace  no  attempt  shall  be  made  to 
fasten  sole  war-guilt  on  any  nation  or  group  of  nations. 
Instead,  all  peoples  should  take  up  the  works  of  repent- 
ance in  a  common  effort  to  halt  the  breakup  of  civi- 
lization and  to  build  a  good  life  which  the  earth's  re- 
sources and  modern  technology  make  possible  for  all. 

4.  All  subject  nations,  including  India,  the  Philip- 
pines, Puerto  Rico,  Denmark,  Norway,  France,  Belgium, 
Holland,  and  subject  peoples  on  every  continent  must  be 
given  a  genuine  opportunity  to  determine  their  own 
destinies.  In  those  few  cases  where  a  people  are  clearly 
not  yet  ready  for  self-government,  their  affairs  should 
be  administered  by  the  federal  world  government  with 
a  primary  view  to  the  welfare  of  such  people  and  to  the 
granting  of  full  self-determination  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

5.  All  peoples  should  be  assured  of  equitable  access  to 
markets  and  to  essential  raw  materials.  To  this  end 
concerted  action  to  adjust,  and  ultimately  to  take  down, 
tariff  barriers  should  be  undertaken.  Immigration  and 
emigration  should  be  internationally  controlled  with  a 
view  to  the  welfare  of  every  nation. 

6.  To  give  a  lead  in  furthering  democracy,  the  United 
States  will  undertake  to  establish  equality  of  opportuni- 
ty for  all  within  its  own  borders — to  begin  with,  a  na- 
tional program  to  provide  decent  housing  for  all  who 
now  lack  it,  to  make  unused  land  accessible  to  those 
who  will  till  it,  to  encourage  co-operatives  for  the  main- 
tenance and  revival  of  the  initiative  of  our  people,  to 
provide  adequate  medical  and  hospital  service  and  equal 
educational  facilities  for  all,  including  Negroes  and  Ori- 
entals. 

7.  The  U.  S.  will  effectively  repudiate  every  form  of 
racism  in  dealings  with  all  minority  groups  and,  as  an 
initial  move  toward  reconciliation  in  the  Far  East,  re- 
peal the  Oriental  Exclusion  Act.  It  will  call  on  Ger- 
many and  other  countries  similarly  to  renounce  racist 
doctrines  and  practices. 

8.  There  should  be  immediate  and  drastic  reduction  of 
armament  all  round,  and  steps  to  move  from  an  arma- 
ments-and-war  economy  to  an  economy  of  peace  should 
be  taken  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

A  peace  proposal  like  the  above  would  differ  radical- 
ly from  a  peace  dictated  by  the  totalitarian  powers,  and 
equally  from  a  peace  dictated  by  victorious  "demo- 
cratic" powers  as  in  the  last  war.  It  would  differ  also 
from  an  armistice  entered  into  only  because  of  war- 
weariness  or  fear  of  war's  consequences.  It  would  bring 
a  new  and  creative  element  into  the  picture.  When  we 
remember  with  what  joy  the  masses  hailed  the  bright 
promise  which  seemed  to  be  held  out  by  President  Wil- 
son's Fourteen  Points,  and  that  the  masses  now  are  far 
less  enthusiastic  about  what  war  can  bring  them  than 
they  were  two  decades  ago,  there  is  surely  a  possibility 
that  to  such  dynamic  peace  action  there  would  be  a  tre- 
mendous, spontaneous  response  which  dictators,  mili- 
tarists, and  exploiters  everywhere  could  not  ignore.  So 
far  from  "playing  into  Hitler's  hands,"  this  is  the  only 
course  which  promises  to  drive  a  deep  wedge  between 
Hitlerism  and  the  German  people  and  to  lead  to  a  peace 
which  is  not  simply  the  prelude  to  another  war. — Mes- 
sage from  the  National  Conference  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


9l   6uAA   xi    ^cUkUuj,   Religion? 

BY  M.  GUY  WEST 

Christianity  has  been  branded  by  some  cynic 
as  "a  talking  religion."  The  implications  of  that 
statement  are  quite  clear  and  none  too  compli- 
mentary. Undoubtedly  there  are  few,  if  any,  char- 
acteristics which  we  more  heartily  detest — the  dog 
that  is  all  bark  and  no  bite;  the  bully  who  is  all 
bluff  and  no  action;  the  athlete  who  "talks  a  great 
game"  but  fails  to  deliver  the  goods  in  action! 

Does  Christianity  belong  in  that  class?  Nat- 
urally we  resent  the  suggestion  and  are  prompt  to 
deny  the  charge.  It  was  made,  obviously,  by  some 
one  unfriendly  to  Christianity  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, unqualified  to  speak  on  the  subject.  Let  us 
ease  our  minds  as  much  as  possible  with  that  sort 
of  reasoning.  Still  the  fact  remains  that  some  of  us 
have  an  uneasy  feeling  that  perhaps  there  is  at 
least  some  truth  in  the  charge.  Some  there  are, 
not  unfriendly  to  Christianity,  but  who  love  it  and 
believe  it  has  the  only  hope  for  the  world's  ills, 
who  nevertheless  are  prone  to  admit  that  the  pro- 
gram of  organized  Christianity  has  been  weak  in 
the  realm  of  action. 

We  have  done  plenty  of  talking.  Think  for  a 
moment  about  all  the  preaching  and  teaching 
which  has  been  done  about  Christianity  since  the 
origin  of  the  church.  Week  after  week  in  almost 
every  nook  and  corner  of  the  world  we  stand  up 
and,  for  periods  ranging  from  a  few  minutes  to 
hours,  we  deliver  ourselves  on  the  claims  of  the 
Christian  faith.  Without  batting  an  eye  we  make 
the  greatest  possible  claims  for  our  religion.  We 
talk  of  what  it  can  do,  of  how  it  can  transform  the 
worst  of  lives  and  make  the  world  into  the  king- 
dom of  God!  E.  Stanley  Jones,  in  the  recent 
Christian  Mission,  said  over  and  over  again  that 
whatever  the  problems  facing  us,  "Christianity 
has  the  answer."  That,  from  the  lips  of  a  great 
and  devout  man,  is  typical  of  the  claims  which  we 
have  made  for  our  faith. 

That  sounds  like  big  talk,  but  perhaps  it  may 
seem  justified  when  one  realizes  that  Christianity 
has  big  things  to  talk  about.  Where  else  can  you 
find  news  about  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  all  mankind!  Where  else  can  you 
find  the  story  of  a  Savior  who  offers  pardon  and 
redemption  from  all  our  sins!  Where,  but  in  the 
New  Testament,  can  you  find  the  promise  of  a  new 
kingdom  of  love  which  is  destined  to  conquer  the 
world  and  make  it  into  the  kingdom  of  God!  It  is 
no  wonder  that  adherents  of  the  Christian  faith 
have  made  big  claims  for  their  religion!  The  New 
Testament  tells  the  story  of  people,  called  to  live 
not  as  the  world  lives,  or  motivated  by  hate  and 
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revenge,  but  by  a  totally  different  standard.  They 
love  their  enemies,  turn  the  other  cheek,  go  the 
second  mile,  forgive  until  seventy  times  seven! 
Here  alone  is  found  the  story  of  the  Good  Samari- 
tan with  its  heart-searching  commission,  "Go  and 
do  thou  likewise."  The  New  Testament  tells  of 
people  who  live  not  for  the  things  of  this  world, 
but  who  in  utter  self-forgetfulness  devote  them- 
selves to  the  welfare  of  others.  Indeed  there  are 
big  things  to  talk  about  in  the  Christian  faith! 
Here  are  issues  that  are  world  transforming  in 
their  scope  and  I  suspect  that  anyone  who  talks 
about  little  things  in  the  name  of  Christianity  has 
strayed  to  some  minor  aspect  of  the  faith. 

But  the  implications  of  the  cynic's  remark  have 
not  yet  been  touched.  Nobody  objects  to  a  big  talk 
if  it  squares  with  big  action.  Indeed  the  world 
desperately  longs  for  the  assurance  that  there  is  a 
power  which  has  the  answer  for  every  problem 
of  life.  But  the  cynic's  inference  is  that  talk  is 
about  all  we  have  done.  There's  nothing  wrong 
with  our  preaching  about  the  high  ideals  of  the 
New  Testament.  Our  world  could  stand  a  bit 
more  of  such  commodities  as  love,  forgiveness, 
good  will,  unselfishness  and  truth!  The  sugges- 
tion is,  however,  that  while  we  have  talked  about 
such  things,  the  demonstration  which  we  have 
given  has  been  mostly  of  hate,  and  selfishness,  and 
greed  and  retaliation — the  same  old  things  which 
the  world  has  always  known.  Therein  is  the  con- 
demnation. It  is  the  same  one  given  by  a  young 
skeptic  years  ago  when  asked  what  it  was  about 
Christians  that  he  disliked  so  much.    His  answer, 
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after  sober  thought,  was,  "I  guess  it  is  that  they 
are  not  Christian  enough."  Nobody  has  any  quar- 
rel with  the  things  we  profess.  The  trouble  is  our 
actions  are  not  Christian  enough. 

The  antagonism  of  the  modern  world  is  not  ap- 
plied to  Christianity,  but  to  the  talking  variety. 
Again  and  again  we  have  been  assured  that  Rus- 
sia never  would  have  renounced  Christianity  had 
it  not  degenerated  into  formality,  catering  to 
wealth  and  aristocracy  while  more  than  90%  of 
the  people  lived  on  the  barest  subsistence  level, 
and  unnoticed  and  uncared  for.  When  Christi- 
anity, after  1,000  years  to  demonstrate  its  worth, 
is  renounced  by  the  masses  it  means  just  one  thing 
— it  has  been  largely  a  talking  religion.  People  do 
not  willingly  cast  off  that  which  has  been  helpful. 
If,  across  the  years,  adherents  of  the  Christian 
faith  had  acted  like  their  Lord,  neither  the  Rus- 
sians nor  any  other  people  would  have  outlawed 
their  religion.  The  Good  Samaritan  is  welcome  in 
any  land.  The  man  who  goes  about  doing  good 
establishes  himself  more  firmly  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people  as  the  years  pass.  If  today  the  masses 
of  laboring  humanity  are  in  revolt  against  the 
church  it  must  be  because  there  is  some  truth  in 
the  charge  that  we  have  made  Christianity  a  talk- 
ing religion. 

Obviously,  if  that  be  true,  we  have  made  it  so, 
because  the  Founder  of  our  faith  certainly  did  not. 
It  has  been  said  there  are  two  words  which  char- 
acterize the  life  of  Jesus — "mighty  works!"  I 
doubt  if  one  could  depict  his  ministry  better  with 
innumerable  words.  Where  Jesus  went  things 
happened.  His  life  was  one  of  action.  He  spoke 
few  words.  His  ministry  was  one  of  mighty 
works.  In  his  presence  the  lame  walked,  the  blind 
saw,  the  deaf  heard,  the  hungry  were  fed,  outcasts 
were  befriended,  sinners  were  forgiven;  talk  about 
mighty  works — his  religion  was  one  of  action! 
That  sort  of  religion  has  not  been  and  shall  not  be 
discredited.  Rather  it  offers  the  only  hope  for 
such  an  hour! 

And  the  world  certainly  offers  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity for  such  demonstration.  To  my  mind  the 
biggest  single  opportunity  which  has  yet  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  Brethren  people  comes  now  in 
the  form  of  peace  and  relief.  For  two  hundred 
years  we  have  talked  about  it.  Now  the  chance  to 
do  something  about  it  is  thrust  upon  us.  With  37,- 
000,000  people  in  the  small  democracies  of  Europe 
facing  starvation,  to  say  nothing  of  the  needs  in 
China  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  constantly 
enlarging  area  of  war,  was  there  ever  such  un- 
paralleled opportunity  for  the  Good  Samaritan! 
When  one  penny  per  meal  will  save  a  life  in  China 
even  the  poorest  among  us  are  given  a  chance  to 


do  great  things  in  his  name.  Add  to  that  appeal 
the  new  program  of  Civilian  Public  Service  for 
boys  whose  consciences  will  not  allow  participa- 
tion in  war,  and  you  have  something  which  calls 
for  all  of  the  action  which  we  can  give. 

Here  is  a  program  which  calls  for  extra  sacrifice. 
It  is  not  to  be  instead  of,  but  in  addition  to,  our 
regular  program.  This  appeal  is  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  our  times.  Mothers  in  England  are 
being  drafted  into  industry.  Men  in  countries  at 
war  are  being  asked  to  make  the  supreme  sacri- 
fice in  the  name  of  patriotism.  In  our  own  coun- 
try we  are  assured  that  days  of  sacrifice  are  ahead. 
Boys  are  being  asked  to  give  a  year  of  their  lives 
and  if  they  go  to  a  church  camp  there  will  be  no 
remuneration.  Sacrifice  is  the  order  of  the  day. 
Ours  must  not  only  match  but  exceed  all  others  if 
it  is  to  impress  the  world  and  harmonize  with  that 
of  our  Lord. 

Dr.  Albert  W.  Beaven,  traveling  in  Germany 
prior  to  the  present  war,  saw  these  words  cut  out 
in  the  timber  on  a  mountainside  overlooking  the 
valley  where  boys  were  in  military  training: 
"You  were  born  to  die  for  Germany."  Apparent- 
ly German  youths  are  accepting  that  slogan  and 
are  responding  to  its  appeal. 

Brethren,  shall  a  pagan  government  evoke 
greater  devotion  and  more  willing  sacrifice  from 

Do  You  Want  War? 

BY  KATHRYN   L.   ULERY 

Every  sane,  intelligent  person  surely  realizes  the 
utter  futility  of  such  savagery. 

Remember  the  last  World  War?  What  was  our 
country  fighting  for  then?  "To  free  the  world  for 
democracy."  Did  we?  Time  has  given  us  the  an- 
swer. 

What  is  the  present  war  cry  of  the  money-mak- 
ing war  mongers  of  the  United  States?  "Free  the 
world."  Why  must  we  fight  what  would  be,  as  it 
has  been  to  date,  the  most  deadly  and  destructive 
war  of  all  time? 

After  every  war  a  peace  treaty  is  made.  Could 
we  not  as  a  freedom-loving  Christian  nation  urge 
that  a  peace  treaty  be  made  now?  Why  wait  until 
the  finest  of  our  people  are  killed,  our  homes  bereft 
of  loved  ones,  and  our  country  ruthlessly  pilfered 
for  war? 

Let  us  write  to  our  President  and  congressmen 
now  urging  that  they  preserve  peace  and  use  their 
power  towards  bringing  about  world  peace  im- 
mediately. 

Remember  Christ's  words,  "Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God." 

Elkhart,  Ind. 
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its  citizens  than  the  Church  of  Christ  gets  from 
her  members?  Honestly,  I  am  amazed  at  the  in- 
difference with  which  many  of  our  members  face 
this  appeal!  How  people,  in  days  like  these,  can 
spend  money  lavishly  for  luxuries  while  millions 
starve  and  boys  whom  we  have  trained  to  be  con- 
scientious objectors  face  the  choice  of  compromis- 
ing their  ideals  or  going  to  prison,  is  a  mystery! 
Such  living  deserves  the  charge  of  "talking  Chris- 
tianity." A  Brethren  home  today  without  a  peace 
bank,  set  up  and  kept  in  use,  is  hardly  a  loyal 
home.  A  Dunker  home  without  a  peace  certificate 
framed  and  hanging  on  its  walls  ought  to  be  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  These  are  days 
when  talking  will  not  suffice.  Only  sacrifice  which 
matches  and  goes  beyond  that  which  others  are 
giving  is  worthy  of  Christianity  now. 

Quite  recently  a  new  picture  has  been  spread 
before  the  people  of  our  country.  Nothing  like  it 
has  been  seen  for  more  than  twenty  years,  but 
suddenly  it  is  seen  everywhere.  From  public 
buildings  and  windows  of  our  streets  the  piercing 
oyes  of  Uncle  Sam  greet  us.  His  finger  seems 
pointing  straight  at  us,  and  there  is  something  in- 
tensely personal  in  these  words:  "I  want  you  for 
the  United  States  Army."  I  have  looked  at  that 
picture  over  and  over  again,  sensing  its  appeal  to 
heroic  and  sacrificial  service.  But  always  there 
comes  to  me  another  picture.  From  the  back- 
ground of  a  cross  there  looks  forth  another  pair 
of  piercing  eyes,  eyes  that  are  wistful  and  intense- 
ly earnest,  and  I  fancy  that  a  voice  softer  than  a 
whisper  is  saying:  "I  want  you  for  the  kingdom 
of  God.  In  difficult  days  like  these  I  need  men, 
not  for  slaughter  and  destruction,  but  for  the  min- 
istry of  human  helpfulness."  Shall  our  response 
to  him  be  less  genuine  and  wholehearted  than  that 
which  men  give  to  their  country?  If  so  we  de- 
serve to  be  called  "talking  Christians." 

Roanoke,  Va. 


God's  Preparedness 

BY  PAUL   MOHLER 

"In  the  year  1888,  shortly  before  his  collapse 
into  insanity,  Friedrich  Nietzsche  predicted  (Ecce 
Homo,  London,  1911,  page  141)  that  the  time 
would  come  when  history  would  be  divided,  not 
into  Before  Christ  and  Anno  Domini  but  into  Be- 
fore and  After  Nietzsche.  He  was  confident  that 
his  attacks  upon  democracy  and  Christianity 
would  be  fatal  to  those  allied  creeds,  that  the 
twentieth  century  would  see  their  disappearance, 
and  that  the  future  would  date  a  new  era  from  his 
"work." 

This  is  the  opening  paragraph  of  Will  Durant's 


article  on  The  Crisis  in  Christianity  in  the  Satur- 
day Evening  Post  of  Aug.  5,  1939.  Even  at  that 
time,  he  said,  nearly  all  of  Europe  had  put  aside 
the  ethics  of  Christ  as  incompatible  with  military 
vigor  and  had  adopted  the  Nietzschean  "mas- 
ter-morality" of  power.  Today  all  of  continental 
Europe  is  under  the  practical  domination  of  to- 
talitarianism, directly  opposed  to  everything 
taught,  advocated,  or  practiced  by  Jesus.  How 
fast  that  power  is  spreading  in  secret,  nobody 
knows,  neither  the  end  thereof.  Was  God  caught 
napping  by  this  movement? 

God  Knows 

If  we  have  any  God  at  all,  he  knows  what  is 
going  on.  These  things  have  not  been  done  in  a 
corner;  neither  are  there  any  corners  dark  to  him. 
It  is  all  right  for  us  to  tell  him  about  them,  for  that 
comforts  us  and  helps  us  to  clarify  our  thinking; 
but  he  certainly  saw  it  coming  long  before  the 
days  of  Nietzsche.  Antichrist  can  never  hide  any 
of  his  moves  from  Christ.  We  are  surprised, 
amazed,  disconcerted,  and  probably  terrified  by 
what  is  going  on;  but  God  is  not.  It  means  a  great 
deal  to  my  thinking  to  know  that.  "Forewarned 
is  forearmed"  for  God  as  well  as  for  us.  He  was 
not  caught  napping. 

God  Simplifies 

He  has  used  churches,  rituals,  sacraments, 
hymns,  sermons,  schools  and  publications;  but  dic- 
tators can  squelch  all  of  these.  God  must  find  a 
simpler  way  to  have  and  to  hold  his  children — 
some  way  that  Antichrist  cannot  hinder.  After 
all,  it  is  worship  in  spirit  and  truth  that  God 
wants.  What  can  be  simpler  than  for  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  enter  a  willing  heart  and  bow  it  in  humble, 
loving  worship,  faith,  and  obedience?  Long  ago, 
the  Quakers  showed  us  how  simple  and  effective 
it  is.    How  can  Hitler  or  Stalin  stop  such  as  this? 

God  Plants 

Seeing  the  totalitarian  revolution  coming,  God 
prepared  the  soil  and  planted  seed  in  all  the  great 
nations,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Russia, 
and  in  many  small  nations.  He  has  individuals, 
families,  and  small  groups  of  people  who  have 
surrendered  their  lives  to  him,  who  wait  upon 
him  for  guidance  in  small  matters  and  great, 
who  obey  him  from  the  heart,  who  witness  to  both 
friends  and  foes  of  Christ  and  his  work  in  them, 
and  who  rejoice  in  their  sufferings  for  his  sake. 
Long  ago,  pagan  Rome  learned  that  she  could 
not  conquer,  control,  or  destroy  men  like  that; 
the  axis  powers  will  learn  the  same  today.  Per- 
secution only  spreads  the  leaven  through  the 
meal.    The  heat  of  mortal  fury  only  hastens  the 
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ferment.     The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  still  the 
seed  of  the  cross. 

Suffering 

Antichrist  is  very  ingenious  in  devising  hideous 
forms  of  suffering;  but  suffering  never  defeats 
God.  When  the  Son  was  here,  Antichrist  heaped 
up  the  full  measure  of  suffering;  but  it  only  per- 
fected the  Sufferer.  Today,  as  then,  every  Chris- 
tian "lifted  up"  in  suffering  for  righteousness'  sake 
becomes  a  magnet  to  draw  all  men  unto  him.  How 
God  will  be  glorified  in  the  terrible  days  ahead  of 
us  all! 

Security 
Antichrist  threatens  democracy,  human  free- 
dom, religious  liberty,  and  all  that  modern  Western 
civilization  has  wrought  for  the  happiness  of  men. 
Does  our  security  depend  upon  these?  If  so,  we 
are  far  from  secure.  But  God's  security  is  not  in 
these;  it  is  in  eternal  life.  Eternal  life  can  func- 
tion in  our  bodies,  it  is  true,  while  we  live  and 
walk  with  God  in  this  life;  but  it  is  not  dependent 
upon  this  world  or  the  life  in  this  world.  It  is 
the  life  that  is  in  God  himself  and  free  as  God  is 
free.  When  the  body  is  destroyed,  the  life  is 
freed  from  the  body  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
destroyer.  It  is  secure  as  God  is  secure;  nothing 
in  heaven  or  on  earth  can  destroy  it.  This  is  the 
treasure  hidden  in  the  field — the  pearl  of  great 
price — worth  more  than  all  that  a  man  can  sell  for 
any  price  to  buy  it.  With  it,  we  are  eternally  se- 
cure— without  it,  we  are  of  all  men  most  pitiable. 

Victory 
Recently  I  listened  awhile  to  one  of  Hitler's 
speeches  reciting  the  triumphs  of  his  army.  He 
rejoiced  both  in  the  victories  already  won  and 
in  those  which  he  expects  to  win.  That  was  wise 
enough — he  may  not  be  able  to  rejoice  afterwards, 
for  he  may  not  win.  We,  too,  may  rejoice  in  the 
victories  won  and  to  be  won;  but  we  shall  never 
be  put  to  shame.  Our  leader  has  all  power  in 
heaven  and  on  earth.  He  has  overcome  the  world. 
Some  day,  he  will  stand  upon  the  earth — either 
before  the  victory  is  won,  or  after — I  neither 
know  nor  care  when.  He  cannot  be  defeated  by 
any  or  every  force  brought  against  him  by  "the 
principalities,  .  .  .  the  powers,  .  .  .  the  world- 
rulers  of  this  darkness,  .  .  .  the  spiritual  hosts  of 
wickedness  in  the  heavenly  places."  Let  us  put  on 
the  whole  armor  of  God  and  win  with  him. 

Glory 

Every  victory  flames  in  glory  to  God.  It  is  God 
within  that  reveals  his  grace  in  the  victory.  Every 
enemy  forgiven  is  a  victory  of  God's  grace.  Every 
outgoing  of  unselfish  love  is  God's  grace  in  glorious 


action.  Every  purification  of  body  and  spirit  is  a 
demonstration  of  the  pure  grace  of  God,  a  glory  to 
God  and  man.  Every  patient  endurance  of  per- 
secution for  righteousness'  sake  is  a  glorious  mani- 
festation of  faith.  Every  crucifixion  of  the  flesh 
with  the  passions  and  lusts  thereof  is  a  glorious 
emergence  of  eternal  spiritual  life.  Every  pres- 
entation of  the  body  as  a  living  sacrifice  is  a 
distinct  advance  on  the  glory  road.  "I  reckon  that 
the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be 
revealed  to  us-ward." 
Pasadena,  Calif. 


Perspective  Now 

BY   DAN  WEST 

We  are  deeper  in  war  now  than  at  any  other 
time  in  the  last  twenty-three  years.  The  approval 
of  arming  merchant  ships  and  sending  them  any- 
where in  the  world  virtually  nullifies  the  whole 
neutrality  act.  Unless  something  unforeseen — a 
genuine  miracle — prevents,  we  shall  turn  our 
minds  as  a  nation  to  the  brilliant  and  exhilarating 
activities  of  hating  and  killing.  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  sincerity  of  many  people  who  wish  this 
were  not  necessary,  but  who  believe  it  has  to  be 
done  before  we  can  rebuild  the  world  on  a  better 
basis.  Some  of  our  own  people  feel  that  way,  too; 
and  there  is  danger  that  more  will  move  in  that 
direction.  Can  Brethren,  with  a  history  of  peace- 
mindedness  across  centuries  and  through  wars  in 
Germany  and  America,  hold  steady  under  this  in- 
creasing strain?  If  that  is  possible,  how  can  we 
keep  perspective  in  the  whirling  chaos  around  us? 

I  am  well  convinced  that  it  is  possible,  desirable 
and  imperative  if  we  are  to  be  true  to  the  faith  of 
our  fathers.    These  suggestions  may  help: 

1.  Remember  that  this  is  God's  world.  Wars 
are  not  new.  This  war,  for  all  its  new  develop- 
ments, is  not  absolutely  new.  Dictators  have  risen 
before.  Christianity  and  the  four  freedoms  were 
at  stake  before.  Revolutions  have  happened  be- 
fore. God's  plans  for  this  world  cannot  be  de- 
feated. Remember  also  that  "wars  are  only  in- 
cidents— terrible  incidents,  tending  to  blind  us  to 
the  forces  which  work  over  long  periods  of  time." 
Cheap  words?  No.  I  first  heard  them  from  Dr. 
McLaughlin,  the  grand  old  man  of  American  his- 
tory, who  spoke  thus  after  losing  two  sons  in  the 
First  World  War. 

2.  Work.  Work  with  our  hands  will  help  to  use 
up  some  of  the  emotional  tension  under  which  all 
of  us  will  have  to  live.  If  we  leave  our  big  muscles 
idle  when  we  are  under  too  heavy  a  tension  we 
will  break  mentally  after  a  long  period.  Already 
that  is  happening  to  some  people  in  England,  and 
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one  authority  expects  it  on  a  much  larger  scale 
as  the  strain  is  prolonged. 

3.  Pray.  Prayer  may  work  the  miracle  which 
we  need  to  stop  the  killing;  and  it  will  turn  our 
thoughts  to  building  the  kind  of  world  where 
killing  healthy  young  men  and  starving  their 
loved  ones  is  inappropriate.  Lending  our  tiny 
spiritual  strength  toward  God's  will  for  the  world 
may  do  surprising  things.  "The  effectual  fervent 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much." 

Whether  or  not  our  prayers  are  answered  in  our 
time,  or  in  the  way  we  hope,  it  is  certain  that  our 
souls'  sincere  desiring  will  change  our  attitude 
from  fear  to  trust,  from  hate  to  forgiveness,  from 
a  sense  of  helplessness  to  one  of  creativeness. 

4.  Plan.  After  years  these  words  from  Stanley 
Baldwin,  then  Prime  Minister  of  England,  ring  in 
my  ears:  "I  am  aware  all  the  time  of  the  folly 
of  all  of  us."  Recent  events  have  underlined  the 
truth  of  those  words.  But  what  better  plan  do  we 
have  than  that  of  the  militarists? 

We  must  study  the  problems  of  our  modern 
world  and  harness  our  Christian  faith  to  the  solv- 
ing of  them  in  Christian  ways.  This  will  stretch 
our  imaginations,  and  change  many  of  our  habits. 
But  if  our  answer  to  a  warring  world  is  only  "no" 
we  are  not  very  helpful.  We  must  also  have  a 
"yes"  both  for  our  sakes  and  for  the  sake  of  a  bet- 
ter world.    "What  gets  your  attention  gets  you." 

If  we  remember,  and  work,  and  pray,  and  plan 
we  can  keep  perspective  now. 

Goshen,  Ind. 


The  Privilege  of  Prayer 

BY  MABEL  L.  SCULL 

Through  his  providence,  and  by  the  influence  of 
his  Spirit  God  speaks  to  us.  But  these  are  not 
enough;  we  need  also  to  pour  out  our  hearts  to 
him.  In  order  to  have  spiritual  life  and  energy, 
we  must  have  actual  communion  with  our  heav- 
enly Father.  Our  minds  may  be  drawn  out  to 
him,  we  may  meditate  upon  his  works,  his  mer- 
cies, his  blessings,  but  this  is  not  in  the  fullest 
sense  communing  with  him. 

Prayer  is  the  opening  of  the  heart  to  God.  It  is 
the  key  that  unlocks  the  storehouse  of  abundance 
and  blessing.  Prayer  does  not  bring  God  down  to 
us  but  brings  us  up  to  him. 

When  Jesus  was  upon  the  earth  he  taught  the 
disciples  how  to  pray.  He  directed  them  to  pre- 
sent their  daily  needs  before  God  and  to  cast  all 
their  care  upon  him.  And  the  assurance  he  gave 
them  that  their  petitions  would  be  heard  is  also 
assurance  to  us. 

Jesus  himself,  while  he  dwelt  among  men,  was 


often  in  prayer.  He  is  our  example  in  all  things. 
His  humanity  made  prayer  a  necessity  and  a  privi- 
lege. He  found  joy  and  comfort  in  communing 
with  his  Father,  and  if  the  Savior  of  men,  the  Son 
of  God,  felt  the  need  of  prayer,  how  much  more 
should  we  feel  the  necessity  of  fervent,  constant 
prayer. 

Our  heavenly  Father  waits  to  bestow  upon  us 
the  fullness  of  his  blessing.  It  is  our  privilege  to 
drink  largely  at  the  fountain  of  boundless  love. 
God  is  ready  and  willing  to  hear  the  sincere 
prayer  of  the  humblest  of  his  children,  and  yet 
there  is  much  manifest  reluctance  on  our  part  to 
make  known  our  wants  to  God. 

The  darkness  of  the  evil  one  encloses  those  who 
neglect  to  pray.  The  whispered  temptations  of 
the  enemy  entice  them  to  sin;  and  it  is  all  because 
they  do  not  make  use  of  the  privileges  God  has 
given  them  in  the  divine  appointment  of  prayer. 
Why  should  the  children  of  God  be  reluctant  to 
pray  when  prayer  is  the  key  in  the  hand  of  faith 
to  unlock  heaven's  storehouse  where  are  treasured 
the  boundless  resources  of  Omnipotence?  With- 
out unceasing  prayer  and  diligent  watching,  we 
are  in  danger  of  growing  careless  and  deviating 
from  the  right  paths.  The  adversary  seeks  con- 
tinually to  obstruct  the  way  to  the  mercy  seat  that 
we  may  not  by  earnest  supplication  and  faith  ob- 
tain grace  and  power  to  resist  temptation.  Those 
who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness  may  be 
sure  they  will  be  filled.  The  heart  must  be  open 
to  receive  the  Spirit's  influence,  or  God's  blessing 
cannot  be  received. 

Another  element  of  prayer  is  faith.  He  that 
cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that 
he  is  a  rewarder  of  those  that  diligently  seek  him. 
Jesus  said  to  his  disciples,  "Whatsoever  things  ye 
desire,  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them, 
and  ye  shall  have  them."  Do  we  take  him  at  his 
word? 

The  assurance  is  broad  and  unlimited  and  he  is 
faithful  who  has  promised.  When  we  do  not  re- 
ceive the  things  we  ask  for  at  the  time  we  ask,  we 
are  still  to  believe  that  the  Lord  hears  and  will  an- 
swer our  prayers.  When  our  prayers  seem  not  to 
be  answered,  we  are  to  cling  to  the  promise,  for 
the  time  of  answering  will  surely  come,  and  we 
shall  receive  the  blessing  we  need  most.  But  to 
claim  that  prayer  will  always  be  answered  in  the 
very  way  and  for  the  particular  thing  we  desire  is 
presumption.  God  is  too  wise  to  err,  and  too  good 
to  withhold  any  good  thing  from  them  that  walk 
uprightly.  Then  do  not  fear  to  trust  him,  even 
though  you  do  not  see  the  immediate  answer  to 
your  prayers.  Rely  upon  his  promise,  "Ask  and  it 
shall  be  given  unto  you." 
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If  we  take  counsel  with  our  doubts  and  fears,  or 
try  to  solve  everything  we  cannot  see  clearly,  be- 
fore we  have  faith,  perplexities  will  only  increase 
and  deepen;  but  if  we  come  to  God  feeling  help- 
less and  dependent,  as  we  really  are,  and  in  hum- 
ble trusting  faith  make  known  our  wants  to  him 
whose  knowledge  is  infinite,  who  sees  everything 
in  creation,  and  who  governs  everything  by  his 
will  and  word,  he  can  and  will  attend  to  our  cry 
and  will  cause  light  to  shine  into  our  hearts. 
Through  sincere  prayer  we  are  brought  into  con- 
nection with  the  mind  of  the  Infinite.  We  have 
no  remarkable  evidence  at  the  time  that  the  face 
of  the  Redeemer  is  bending  over  us  in  compassion 
and  love;  but  this  is  even  so.  We  may  not  feel  his 
visible  touch  but  his  hand  is  upon  us  in  love  and 
pitying  tenderness. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Three  "I  Am's"  of  St.  Paul 

BY  PAUL  THOMPSON 

"I  am  a  debtor,  ...  so,  ...  I  am  ready  to 
preach,  ...  for  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel" 
(Rom.  1:14-16). 

It  has  often  been  quoted  that  the  three  greatest 
events  in  world  history  are:  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ,  his  resurrection,  and  the  conversion  of 
Saul.  Next  to  Jesus  Christ,  no  single  man  has 
directed  the  course  of  history  as  largely  as  has 
this  man  from  Tarsus. 

Housed  within  this  small  man  was  a  great  soul 
that  was  on  fire  for  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  knew 
was  the  Son  of  God.  And  because  his  unconquer- 
able spirit  spanned  the  chasm  from  law  to  love 
we  have  been  given  a  full  and  rich  understanding 
of  the  philosophy  of  Jesus. 

Here  is  a  man  who  deserves  your  highest  re- 
spect. His  matchless  eloquence  and  his  sincere 
soul  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  rich  and 
poor,  kings  and  slaves.  Hear  ye  his  words!  For 
he  speaks  as  no  man  has  since  spoken. 

When  Paul  said,  "I  am  a  debtor,"  he  did  not 
mean  that  he  owed  gold  or  silver.  Not  at  all! 
What  he  meant  was  that  he  was  in  debt  for  things 
far  more  valuable  than  these.  He  was  indebted 
to  the  barbarians  as  well  as  the  Greeks,  to  the  un- 
wise as  well  as  the  wise,  to  his  enemies  as  well  as 
his  friends.  He  was  indebted  for  his  rich  inheri- 
tance and  for  his  vast  opportunities. 

First,  let  us  look  at  our  material  culture.  We 
are  greatly  indebted  to  previous  generations  for 
this.  Take  the  plow,  for  instance,  that  is  so  val- 
uable in  our  Brethren  rural  culture.  It  was  a  gift 
to  us.    It  had  a  slow  birth  during  many  long  cen- 


turies. Our  prehistoric  ancestors  first  began  to 
dig  with  a  straight  pointed  stick,  then  a  bent  stick, 
then  a  hoe,  and  finally  a  crude  plow.  Suppose  we 
had  to  go  through  the  same  process  to  make  our 
plows!  But  all  good  inventions  have  to  go  through 
just  such  a  long  evolution.  This  is  true  of  our 
automobiles,  our  tools,  our  homes,  our  clothes,  and 
all  our  material  culture.  It  was  practically  all 
given  to  us. 

Look  at  your  heritage!  You  were  born  with  a 
rich  inheritance.  You  could  not  help  it.  You  did 
not  choose  your  parents.  Therefore,  if  you  have 
a  priceless  heritage,  do  not  dare  stick  out  your 
chest  and  pat  yourself  on  the  back — for  you  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  remember  this:  If  you 
have  a  good  background,  and  a  good  name,  as  most 
of  us  have,  then  your  responsibility  is  multiplied 
ten  thousand  times.  "For  to  whom  much  is  given., 
much  is  expected." 

Think,  now  about  religion.  Of  course,  we  are 
all  indebted  to  God  and  his  Son,  Jesus,  who  to- 
gether worked  out  the  plan  of  salvation.  But  we 
are  also  indebted  to  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apos- 
tles for  their  skillful  organization  of  the  church  of 
God.  Then,  next,  we  are  indebted  to  the  many 
saints  of  God  down  through  the  corridors  of  his- 
tory— St.  Augustine,  Luther,  Calvin,  Wesley, 
Alexander  Mack,  and  others.  But  finally,  we  are 
indebted  to  those  good  Christian  people  who  live 
around  us.  If  we  lived  in  a  pagan  community  we 
would  probably  be  pagans.  But  thank  God  if 
you  live  in  a  Christian  community;  for  one  has  a 
better  chance  to  know  God  amongst  his  children. 

If  we  were  to  balance  our  books  we  would  dis- 
cover that  we  are  hopelessly  in  debt,  for  many  of 
the  values  of  life  have  been  given  to  us,  and  un- 
less one  realizes  this  he  will  probably  never  give 
anything  of  value  to  the  world.  Some  people 
think  the  world  owes  them  a  living,  but  instead 
they  owe  the  world  a  great  life.  Milton  paid  his 
debt  to  civilization  by  writing  Paradise  Lost.  Wy- 
cliff  paid  his  debt  by  giving  the  English  Bible  to 
his  generation.  St.  Paul  paid  his  debt  by  giving 
himself  as  a  disciple  to  God  in  genuine  service  to 
God  and  his  fellow  men.    What  less  can  we  do? 

We  owe  a  great  deal  to  humanity.  We  are  told 
to  "owe  no  man  anything,  but  to  love  him."  And 
by  loving  our  fellow  men  as  we  love  ourselves  we 
can  cancel  our  debt  to  the  human  world.  But  we 
owe  even  more  to  God,  for  "without  God  we  can 
do  nothing."  The  only  way  to  pay  our  debt  to 
God  is  to  love  him  with  all  our  soul,  mind,  and 
strength. 

Paul  realized  his  great  debt  to  the  world,  so  he 
said,   "I   am  ready   to  preach   the   gospel."     He 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— November  29,  1941 


11 


preached  first  to  the  Jews,  but  placed  his  empha- 
sis on  preaching  to  the  Gentiles.  He  preached  to 
all  who  would  hear.  And  because  of  his  sincere 
preaching  he  pointed  many  generations  to  love  as 
the  supreme  fulfillment  of  the  law.  The  Chris- 
tian religion  finds  its  highest  fulfillment  in  Chris- 
tian service  to  others.  Perhaps  you  cannot  preach, 
but  you  can  do  something.  What  are  you  ready  to 
do? 

The  reason  Paul  could  preach  so  effectively  was 
that  he  "was  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Je- 
sus," for  he  believed  it  to  be  the  only  hope  of  sal- 
vation. Paul  was  not  ashamed  to  bear  these  good 
tidings  of  love  to  his  friends  or  foes.  Peter  seemed 
to  be  ashamed  of  it  as  he  stood  by  the  fire  in  the 
palace^  but  not  so  with  Paul!  When  one  really  be- 
lieves that  the  only  way  to  salvation  is  through 
Jesus  Christ,  then  he  will  not  be  ashamed  of  the 
^gospel,  but  instead  will  be  fired  with  St.  Paul's  en- 
thusiasm. 

Perhaps  you  cannot  preach  with  words,  but  you 
<:an  preach  a  mightier  sermon  in  actions.  "So  let 
your  light  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is 
in  heaven." 

"I  am  a  debtor,  ...  so,  ...  as  much  as  in  me 
is,  I  am  ready  to  preach  the  gospel,  .  .  .  for  I  am 
mot  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  for  it  is  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth." 

Conway  Springs,  Kans. 


Whisperings 

BY  ARLO  GUMP 

The  snow  sifts  silently  to  its  resting  place.  It 
lands  with  only  the  faintest  suggestion  of  sound. 
If  you  will  carefully  catch  one  tiny  flake  beneath 
a  powerful  glass  you  may  discover  a  perfect  lacy 
pattern.  Nor  will  you  find  two  crystals  of  the 
same  design.  A  Master  Artist  has  divided  the  cir- 
cle into  equal  parts  and  painted  there  in  miniature 
the  regularity  of  his  universe.  The  snow  is  the 
"still  small  voice"  of  God. 

Clouds  draw  aside  and  sunlight  filters  through 
the  branches  of  the  trees — silently.  No  human 
ear  has  ever  heard  the  passing  of  a  sunbeam.  But 
the  grass  knows  and  responds;  the  earth  awakes 
with  the  change  of  the  seasons;  and  man's  day  is 
brighter.  Without  the  sun  all  life  would  cease. 
Look  out  of  your  window  and  see  that  all  living 
things  hear  a  "still  small  voice"  in  the  sun. 

Man  is  so  much  attracted  by  the  tumult  and  din 
of  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  and  the  fire.  To 
these  he  adds  the  prattle  of  idle  tongues,  the  ex- 
plosion of  bombs,  the  whir  of  busy  engines,  and 


the  onward  rush  of  the  mighty  crowd.  Some  say 
that  great  events  are  in  the  making. 

Once  a  prophet  on  a  great  mountain  listened  to 
the  passing  of  a  storm.  The  rocks  trembled  be- 
neath his  feet  and  a  flame  of  fire  was  all  around 
him.  But  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  noise  and  the 
rush  and  the  heat.  In  the  quiet  that  followed,  the 
sun  must  have  come  from  behind  the  clouds  or 
the  snow  may  have  fallen.  At  least,  the  Voice 
was  there. 

It  takes  some  effort  on  the  part  of  man  to  sense 
the  words  of  God  above  the  uproar  of  the  current 
day.  But  he  who  listens  well  shall  hear.  For 
there  is  a  "still  small  voice"  today  and  now. 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Great  Possessions 


BY  HOWARD  H.  KEIM,  JR. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  characters  among 
the  multitudes  of  Christ-rejectors  is  the  rich  young 
ruler.  He  came  to  Jesus  in  the  right  attitude. 
Though  he  kept  the  law  he  was  not  bragging  like 
the  Pharisee  about  being  better  than  his  fellows. 
He  recognized  his  lack,  his  need,  his  inability  to 
earn  entrance  to  the  kingdom  of  God  by  works  of 
the  law.  He  was  humble  enough  to  run  to  the 
peasant  teacher,  kneel  in  the  dusty  path  and  say, 
"What  shall  I  do  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  life?" 

Jesus  loved  the  young  man  and  wanted  him  for 
a  disciple.  He  saw  to  the  bottom  of  the  trouble 
in  the  questioner's  life.  Nothing  less  than  a  major 
operation  at  the  hand  of  the  Great  Physician  would 
prepare  this  would-be  disciple  for  the  work  of  the 
kingdom.  Jesus  asked  the  cultured,  lovable  young 
fellow  to  submit  his  life  to  that  spiritual  surgery. 
But  he  had  great  possessions.  Material  things  in 
themselves  are  good.  They  are  created  of  God  for 
the  benefit  of  his  children.  But  often  they  become 
a  stumbling  block  to  one  who  is  seeking  eternal 
life.  Jesus  had  rich  friends  who  apparently  were 
not  asked  to  dispose  of  their  material  possessions 
in  order  to  be  his  followers.  Those  material  goods 
which  become  a  stumbling  block  to  one's  entrance 
into  the  kingdom,  Jesus  would  have  one  remove. 
Such  things  are  like  the  offending  hand,  foot,  or 
eye  which  should  be  removed  rather  than  keep  one 
out  of  the  kingdom.  Jesus  could  have  used  the 
wealth  of  this  man  to  further  his  cause  but  it  was 
not  subject  to  his  will.    Is  ours? 

The  young  ruler  had  great  possessions  of  moral- 
ity. Jesus  loved  him  for  that.  He  was  clean  with- 
out being  self-righteous.  He  recognized  his  need 
of  something  better.  He  kneeled  to  ask  humbly, 
"What  lack  I  yet?"  The  kingdom  needs  more  con- 
secrated members  who  have  great  possessions  of 
morality,   who   have   never   dabbled   in   sin   nor 
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wallowed  in  the  filth  of  the  world.  Only  such  can 
rise  to  prophetic  heights.  Only  the  pure  in  heart 
can  see  God.  Sinners  should  be  converted  but 
leadership  in  the  kingdom  will  always  belong  to 
those  with  great  possessions  of  morality.  Con- 
verted drunkards  and  prostitutes  are  wonderful 
examples  of  the  grace  of  God,  but  they  are  not 
likely  to  become  the  Isaiahs,  John  the  Baptists,  or 
Apostle  Pauls  of  the  church. 

The  one  thing  lacking  in  the  rich  young  ruler 
was  the  great  possession  of  spirituality.  Morality 
in  itself  is  cold,  powerless,  negative,  but  when  God 
is  placed  first  in  one's  life,  morality  becomes  a  posi- 
tive, creative  element.  For  this  man,  both  mate- 
rial possessions  and  morality  are  becoming,  per- 
haps had  already  become,  ends  in  themselves.  His 
wealth  was  taking  him  rapidly  in  the  direction  of 
selfishness,  and  his  morality  was  sweeping  him  on 
toward  legalism,  in  which  state  he  likely  ended  his 
days.  Had  he  responded  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
Good  Teacher  he  would  have  recognized  his  stew- 
ardship of  things  rather  than  his  ownership.  He 
would  have  recognized  himself  as  his  brother's 
keeper  instead  of  his  brother's  ruler.  He  would 
have  recognized  Jesus  as  not  only  his  Teacher  but 
also  as  his  Lord  and  Master. 

Huntington,  Ind. 


Getting  By 

BY   CLAUDE   HARSHBARGER 

Are  you  one  of  the  persons  who  are  content  with 
just  getting  by?  There  are  many  people  like  that. 
They  do  not  try  to  do  their  best.  They  just  do 
enough  to  scrape  through  "by  the  skin  of  their 
teeth." 

We  must  do  more  than  exist.  Whoever  you 
are,  there  is  some  work  you  can  do  better  than 
anyone  else  in  the  world.  If  you  do  not  make  use 
of  your  God-given  talents,  God  loses  something  in 
his  great  plan  and  you  lose  the  reward. 

We  will  find  that  our  mission  is  greater  because 
of  our  greater  endowments.  All  the  way  through 
life,  from  the  lowest  scale  to  the  highest,  runs  the 
principle  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  we  must 
do,  the  greater  one's  endowment  the  more  should 
be  his  output  of  mind  and  soul. 

Perhaps  some  try  to  make  church  membership 
too  easy  and  therefore  cheap.  You  will  find  that 
it  is  like  anything  else;  you  will  get  out  of  it  just 
about  what  you  put  into  it.  Too  often  membership 
means  as  little  as  just  being  placed  on  the  church 
roll.  The  empty  seats  in  our  churches  each  Sun- 
day speak  out  in  evidence  against  mere  enroll- 
ment, that  such  membership  becomes  debris  in 
the  way  of  a  church  program. 


With  an  indifferent  attitude  toward  the  church 
program,  one  will  find  that  life's  temptations  be- 
come greater,  and  that  one  becomes  more  inter- 
ested in  temporal  affairs,  with  the  possibility  of 
forgetting  God. 

Your  church  in  your  community  should  be  your 
first  concern.  Those  who  reverence  the  Lord's 
name  make  it  the  rule  of  their  life  to  be  in  their 
regular  place  of  worship  every  Lord's  Day  unless 
prevented  by  ill-health. 

Men  frequently  tell  us,  in  excusing  their  neg- 
lect of  the  church  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  to  justify 
their  working  around  the  house  all  day,  that 
"Sunday  is  the  only  day  I  have  to  myself."  We 
should  ask  God  to  deliver  us  from  a  day  to  our- 
selves. "He  that  loseth  his  life  shall  find  it,"  ap- 
plies to  the  Lord's  Day  as  much  as  to  any  other  as- 
pect of  life. 

It  is  sheer  nonsense  to  try  to  get  by  with  the 
alibi  you  are  "too  tired"  to  go  to  church.  There 
is  not  a  place  on  the  continent  so  restful  as  the 
church  because  it  gives  you  the  inspiration  and 
fellowship  of  the  neighbors  who  believe  in  the 
same  things  and  seek  the  same  ends.  A  man  does 
not  obtain  these  social  values  when  he  sits  by  the 
side  of  the  radio  instead  of  going  to  church.  Good 
impulses  are  set  on  fire  by  the  contagion  of  goodly 
fellowship. 

We  should  attend  church  each  Sunday  to  learn 
about  God  and  meet  him  face  to  face.  I  have 
heard  people  criticize  the  contribution  of  the 
preacher.  That  usually  happens  when  a  man 
thinks  about  going  to  church  to  get  something. 
But  when  a  man  prepares  himself  to  give  expres- 
sion in  the  church  to  his  feelings  about  the  values 
he  considers  most  worth  while,  and  to  God  his 
Father,  quite  as  carefully  as  he  dresses  for  a  dinner 
at  the  house  of  a  friend  he  esteems  highly,  he  will 
find  a  blessing  that  will  endure  through  the  com- 
ing week. 

Church  membership  should  mean  love  and  loy- 
alty to  Jesus  Christ,  faith  in  him  as  our  Savior, 
and  a  solemn  promise  to  live  according  to  his  spirit 
and  teaching. 

Whatever  the  critic  may  find  wrong  with  the 
church,  he  will  find  no  less  wrong  with  all  else  in 
the  world.  We  grant  the  church  may  have  seen 
its  duty  imperfectly,  for  it  is  made  up  of  fallible 
human  beings  who  are  being  trained  for  higher 
service.  But  when  all  is  said,  it  has  been  the  one 
power  through  nearly  two  thousand  years  which 
has  stood  for  peace,  for  brotherhood,  for  the  cause 
of  the  poor  and  distressed. 

Ladoga,  Ind. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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BY  WARREN  D.  BOWMAN 

It  is  often  said  that  the  church  will  not  rise 
above  the  level  of  the  homes  that  make  up  the 
church.  If  this  assumption  is  true  then  it  is  a 
prime  function  of  the  church  to  train  its  constit- 
uents in  Christian  homemaking.  Perhaps  no  phase 
of  our  teaching  will  bear  more  abundant  fruit, 
both  directly  and  indirectly,  than  the  efforts  we 
put  forth  to  develop  Christ-centered  homes. 

Our  first  approach  in  Christian  home  building  is 
to  prepare  youth  for  Christian  marriage.  For 
some  years,  the  writer  has  conducted  courses  in 
Ideals  of  Love  and  Marriage  for"  youth  groups.  I 
find  that  young  people  are  hungry  for  wholesome 
information  on  such  questions  as  friendship, 
courtship,  the  choice  of  a  mate,  the  engagement, 
and  marriage.  In  such  courses  we  emphasize  the 
qualities  that  an  individual  should  possess  himself 
in  order  to  become  a  desirable  mate.  When  one 
strives  to  acquire  such  qualities  in  his  own  life,  he 
will  likely  look  for  these  same  qualities  in  a  mate. 
There  are  so  many  diverse  opinions  afloat  today 
that  young  people  are  apt  to  be  confused.  They 
need  instruction  that  is  scientific,  well-balanced, 
and  thoroughly  Christian. 

One  of  the  best  places  to  give  such  instruction 
is  in  the  local  church,  if  a  well-trained  leader  is 
available.  Or,  several  youth  groups  of  a  given 
community  may  unite  for  such  a  course,  thus  ex- 
tending the  opportunity  for  instruction  in  home- 
making  to  all  the  youth  of  that  locality.  The 
course  should  be  of  sufficient  length  to  cover  the 
subject  thoroughly  so  that  young  persons  will  not 
be  set  adrift  with  many  unanswered  questions. 
There  should  be  abundant  opportunity  for  indi- 
vidual counseling.  This  is  one  advantage  of  hav- 
ing a  local  leader.  Young  people  can  go  to  the  in- 
structor for  a  conference  at  any  time  a  problem 
may  arise.  Studies  show  that  those  who  have 
pursued  courses  in  preparation  for  marriage  are 
several  times  more  likely  to  be  happy  in  marriage 
than  those  who  have  not. 

The  second  step  involves  counseling  with  young 
couples  before  marriage.  I  try  to  get  them  for  the 
first  conference  from  four  to  six  weeks  before  the 
ceremony.  In  this  conference  we  discuss  the  vari- 
ous factors  that  make  for  wholesome  adjustment 
in  marriage,  with  special  emphasis  on  the  Chris- 
tian side.  If  both  are  members  of  the  same  church 
they  are  advised  to  become  more  active  in  the 
work  of  their  church.  If  one  is  not  a  Christian  the 
advantage  of  being  united  in  a  spiritual  sense  is 


'From   The   Christian   Home. 
Stone.    Used  by  permission. 


Copyright,    1941,   Whitmore    and 


pointed  out  to  them.  If  they  are  members  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  they  are  advised  to  seek  an 
adjustment  whereby  their  religious  life  will  be 
enhanced  by  their  marriage.  The  idea  is  im- 
pressed upon  them  that  their  home  should  be 
started  with  prayer,  with  grace  at  the  table  and  a 
deep  personal  religious  life  on  the  part  of  both. 
There  should  be  three  parties  to  the  marriage 
bond,  the  man,  the  woman,  and  Christ.  The  couple 
is  given  several  books  to  study  which  deal  with 
happy  adjustment  in  marriage.  A  few  days  be- 
fore the  wedding,  the  couple  meets  with  the  pas- 
tor to  study  the  wedding  ceremony,  which  gives 
opportunity  for  a  further  conference  and  for  an- 
swering any  questions  that  may  have  arisen  in 
their  minds  from  their  reading.  Such  a  confer- 
ence is  not  only  of  considerable  value  to  the  young 
people,  but  it  frequently  aids  in  tying  them  closer 
to  the  church. 

A  third  step  is  to  nurture  young  married  couples 
in  the  church.  Young  married  people  have  often 
been  a  lost  group  in  the  church.  They  desire  to  be 
together  and  if  the  church  school  does  not  have  a 
class  that  will  meet  their  needs  they  frequently 
become  lax  in  attendance.  When  I  took  my  pres- 
ent pastorate  three  and  one-half  years  ago  we 
found  around  130  young  couples  among  our  con- 
stituents. In  quite  a  number  of  cases  only  one 
was  a  member.  Many  of  these  couples  were  not 
active  and  some  seldom  attended  the  services. 
Under  the  leadership  of  several  active  couples  this 
group  first  organized  a  fellowship  club,  the  chief 
functions  of  which  were  social  and  educational. 
They  soon  voted  for  a  Bible  class,  which  they  now 
call  the  Home  Builders'  class.  Besides  Bible  study 
they  discuss  many  problems  pertinent  to  their 
present  needs  as  Christian  home  builders.  This 
class  is  at  present  the  most  rapidly  growing  class 
in  our  church  school  and  is  bringing  many  young 
couples  under  the  influence  of  the  church  at  a  time 
when  they  are  making  significant  life  adjustments. 
In  most  cases  it  brings  in  both  the  husband  and 
wife  and  has  a  tendency  to  unite  couples  in  the 
same  church.  The  fellowship  side  is  cared  for  by 
a  monthly  dinner  or  social. 

A  fourth  step  is  to  give  training  to  prospective 
parents  in  the  Christian  meaning  of  parenthood. 
A  child  should  be  conceived  in  love  and  born  into 
an  atmosphere  of  reverence.  A  young  woman 
sought  my  advice  as  to  whether  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  in  proper  economic  condition  to  plan 
for  a  child.  She  explained  in  detail  their  eco- 
nomic status.  I  asked  her  whether  she  thought 
they  were  in  proper  spiritual  condition  for  this 
sacred  venture.  Would  their  child  be  born  into  an 
atmosphere  of  reverence?    Would  it  be  trained  in 
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character  and  in  religion?  We  so  often  think 
mainly  of  the  economic  side  and  fail  to  ask  wheth- 
er we  are  spiritually  prepared  for  this  sacred 
event. 

In  this  respect  we  have  found  our  pre-school 
child  study  group  quite  effective.  The  parents 
meet  monthly  in  some  home  or  at  the  church  to 
study  child  training  in  its  various  phases,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  spiritual  nurture  of  the 
child.  A  study  of  such  subjects  as  Children's  De- 
votions, Family  Worship,  Grace  at  the  Table, 
Teaching  Adequate  Concepts  of  God,  and  The  Use 
of  the  Bible  With  Young  Children,  were  found 
quite  helpful.  From  an  exchange  of  experiences 
the  young  mother  learns  that  she  does  not  have 
a  monopoly  on  all  the  problems  and  she  profits 
greatly  from  the  ideas  and  practices  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  group.  A  traveling  library  is  provided 
which  contains  appropriate  literature  on  the  many 
phases  of  child  training.  It  is  wise  for  both  par- 
ents to  attend  such  a  course  that  they  may  acquire 
the  same  information  and  ideas.  When  both  re- 
ceive the  same  instruction  conflicts  in  ideas  rela- 
tive to  child  training  are  more  likely  to  be 
avoided.  Expectant  mothers  are  invited  into  this 
group  and  receive  help  from  those  who  have  al- 
ready had  the  experience  of  motherhood.  A 
shower  is  planned  for  each  expectant  mother  who 
enrolls  in  the  group.  In  case  of  several  expectant 
mothers  a  joint  shower  is  given.  Articles  of  cloth- 
ing and  baby  carriages  that  are  no  longer  needed 
are  passed  on  to  others  who  can  use  them.  This 
group  gives  special  attention  to  the  mother  when 
the  little  one  arrives  and  parenthood  is  given  a 
place  of  dignity  and  sacredness  in  the  church.  A 
copy  of  the  book,  Days  of  Babyhood,  is  presented 
to  the  parents  by  the  pastor  and  his  wife  upon 
their  first  visit  after  the  child  arrives. 

This  brought  to  the  front  another  problem. 
Many  young  parents  gave  the  excuse  that  they 
could  not  come  to  church  on  Sunday  because  of 
the  baby.  Since  the  mother  remained  at  home 
the  father  would  remain  with  her  and  thus  they 
were  missing  the  influence  of  the  church  during 
one  of  the  most  crucial  periods  of  their  lives,  or 
when  they  were  trying  to  rear  that  little  one  God 
had  given  them.  They  were  also  apt  to  acquire 
the  habit  of  nonattendance.  To  meet  this  situa- 
tion it  was  necessary  to  modernize  our  nursery  by 
installing  splendid  equipment  and  by  putting  a 
graduate  nurse  in  charge  of  the  babies.  Many 
parents  now  bring  their  little  ones  at  an  early  age, 
hand  the  baby  to  the  nurse  at  the  door,  and  are 
free  from  its  care  during  the  church  school  and 
worship  service.  If  it  is  a  bottle  baby  the  nurse 
heats  the  milk  and  feeds  it  and  looks  after  it  in 


every  respect.  No  child  is  to  be  brought  to  the 
nursery  if  it  has  been  exposed  to  a  contagious 
disease  or  has  the  least  sign  of  a  cold.  A  fine 
Christian  doctor,  who  teaches  the  Home  Builders' 
class,  is  superintendent  of  the  nursery  and  is  pres- 
ent each  Sunday  to  inspect  a  child  if  there  is  any 
suspicion  that  it  should  not  be  present.  There  is 
a  fine  psychological  principle  involved  in  having  a 
nurse  in  charge,  for  parents  will  risk  their  chil- 
dren with  a  nurse  when  they  would  not  with  any- 
one else.  The  nurse  gives  helpful  counsel  to  the 
parents  and  conducts  what  is  in  effect  a  clinic  for 
mothers.  The  nursery  has  several  definite  values: 
first,  it  enables  young  parents  to  attend  the  serv- 
ices who  would  otherwise  remain  at  home;  second, 
it  separates  the  mother  from  the  baby  so  she  can 
enjoy  the  services;  and  third,  it  accustoms  the 
child  to  other  people. 

Thus  far  we  have  mentioned  only  the  infant 
side  of  the  nursery.  We  found  it  just  as  valuable 
to  modernize  the  section  for  older  children  of  the 
nursery  age  by  installing  some  of  the  best  avail- 
able equipment  and  placing  it  in  charge  of  young 
mothers  who  undertook  to  train  themselves  thor- 
oughly for  this  service. 

Another  effective  method  for  holding  adults  for 
the  church  service  is  to  run  a  parallel  service  for 
the  younger  children,  those  of  the  beginners  and 
primary  departments,  during  the  morning  wor- 
ship.   Teachers  take  turns  in  providing  this  serv- 


Sunset  Reverie 

BY   VIRGINIA    HOWE 

I  think  God  gathers  at  the  end  of  each  day 
The  good  things  the  world  has  done, 
And  then  with  inimitable  colors  reveals 
Their  worth  in  the  setting  sun. 

There's  a  patch  of  blue  for  kind  words  said; 
And  gold  for  a  cheerful  smile 
That  helped  some  lonely  burdened  friend 
Forget  his  grief  for  awhile. 

I  see  a  royal  purple  gown 

For  humble  toil  well  done, 

Of  the  many  lowly  common  tasks 

That  live  beyond  the  sinking  sun. 

There's  a  crimson  robe  for  bravery 
Of  someone  suffering  pain, 
But  who  trusts  in  God  for  a  happier  hour 
When  life  will  be  new  again. 

Yes,  I  think  God  gathers  at  the  close  of  day 
The  good  things  the  world  has  done, 
And  wraps  each  one  in  a  blessing 
That  glows  in  the  evening  sun. 
Warrensburg,  Mo. 
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ice  for  the  children,  thus  enabling  parents  to  wor- 
ship with  greater  reverence,  free  from  the  care  of 
their  children. 

A,  complete  home  building  program  for  the  av- 
erage church  would  include  at  least  three  study 
groups  for  parents.  There  should  be  one  for  par- 
ents of  preschool  children,  a  second  for  parents 
whose  children  are  of  elementary  school  age,  and 
a  third  for  parents  of  adolescents.  Some  parents 
of  older  children  may  feel  that  such  a  course 
would  duplicate  the  work  of  the  P.-T.  A.  The  P.- 
T.  A.,  as  fine  as  its  work  may  be,  does  not  provide 
instruction  in  the  art  of  teaching  religion  and  in 
the  spiritual  nurture  of  the  child.  A  child's  train- 
ing is  incomplete  and  unbalanced  unless  it  re- 
ceives adequate  spiritual  nurture.  And  there  is 
no  place  where  spiritual  training  can  be  given 
more  effectively  than  by  a  consecrated  parent  who 
is  versed  in  the  best  procedures  of  teaching  re- 
ligion. The  home  furnishes  so  many  normal  situa- 
tions wherein  the  teaching  can  be  tied  up  directly 
with  practice  and  Christian  living.  Our  instruc- 
tion for  parents  should  contain  the  best  available 
information,  should  be  well-balanced  in  viewpoint, 
and  should  be  thoroughly  Christian.  Not  many  of 
us  will  rise  above  the  level  of  the  average  in  our 
vocations,  but  to  build  a  home  above  the  average 
is  an  achievement  upon  which  God  will  smile. 
One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  present  hour  is 
Christ-centered  homes. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Appreciating  Hidden  Growth 

BY  FLORENCE  C.  HEBEL 

Gathering  asparagus  the  other  day,  I  found  a 
stalk  that  came  up  under  a  piece  of  iron.  It 
couldn't  get  through  so  it  grew  under  until  it  could 
get  out.  Then  up  it  went,  pale  at  first,  but  it 
was  clear  it  would  become  green  as  the  others 
as  soon  as  it  was  in  the  sun  a  while. 

Another  was  under  the  stone  wall  and  had  to 
grow  out,  then  up.  Do  you  feel  that  you  are  being 
held  back,  that  circumstances  are  keeping  you 
down?  Take  a  lesson  from  plant  life — keep  right 
on  growing.  With  the  added  blessing  of  intelli- 
gence, we  should  keep  up  with  asparagus.  Con- 
sider the  potato  sprout.  I  have  seen  sprouts  trail- 
ing across  the  cellar  floor  to  find  light.  They  have 
even  produced  potatoes  in  there — right  nice  sized 
ones  sometimes. 

This  business  of  being  thwarted  is  often  God's 
way  of  getting  us  at  the  right  job.  We  would 
choose  the  one  that  looks  most  attractive  from  a 
worldly  point  of  view.  This  one  will  pay  the  best 
— that  is  usually  the  highest  praise  for  a  job.    Of 


course  we  may  just  be  lazy  or  spineless.  But 
given  a  person  with  ambition  and  courage  who 
still  seems  not  to  get  any  breaks,  and  it  is  probable 
that  God  is  guiding  him  to  the  place  he  wants 
him  to  work. 

In  my  experience  it  is  more  often  a  woman  who 
must  accomodate  herself  to  circumstances.  She 
may  be  educated,  but  she  longs  for  a  home  of  her 
own.  She  finds  out  that  two  cannot  live  as  cheap 
as  one.  She  has  children,  and  all  must  live  out  of 
the  earnings  of  one  man.  She  may  have  been  a 
teacher  who  thought  herself  busy  with  her  school. 
How  surprised  she  is  to  be  more  tired  out  with 
forever  running  after  one  small  child,  though  she 
is  raising  him  as  systematically  as  the  books  say! 
She  has  high  ideals  for  her  home,  but  the  baby 
upsets  the  vase  of  roses  and  breaks  the  clock. 
There  isn't  time  to  cook  the  little  extra  things  that 
tempt  the  appetite. 

This  is  the  time  when  the  sprouts  of  goodness 
are  growing  under  the  obstacle  or  in  the  dark. 
Thinking  often  of  the  loveliness  of  the  child; 
breathing  little  prayers  to  God  for  patience  and 
strength;  watching  against  the  complaining  word; 
avoiding  odious  comparisons  between  the  present 
job  and  the  one  she  used  to  have,  when  she  was 
a  personage  and  treated  with  consideration;  striv- 
ing for  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  her  job 
as  mother  and  homemaker — all  these  things  are 
pushing  her  on  to  the  full  growth  of  a  great  Chris- 
tian mother. 

You  remember  the  great  paintings  that  must 
be  viewed  from  a  distance  in  order  to  really  see 
their  beauty.  Very  often  we  should  try  to  stand 
off  and  look  at  our  lives  as  others  see  us.  There  is 
a  woman  who  is  convinced  she  is  "dumb,"  she 
would  say.  She  dislikes  to  read  her  verse  in  Sun- 
day school.  She  reads  slowly  and  has  trouble  with 
the  hard  names,  but  she  knows  the  meaning.  She 
fears  to  pray  in  public  lest  she  compose  her  sen- 
tences poorly.  Yet  in  her  lifetime  she  prayed 
herself  out  of  trouble  that  would  have  swamped 
a  weaker  soul.  She  listens  to  the  radio  and  has  a 
very  good  understanding  of  the  news  when  many 
women  don't  even  listen  to  it.  It  would  be  very 
heartening  to  her  to  see  herself  as  her  understand- 
ing friends  do. 

If  my  asparagus  stalk  could  talk,  it  would  prob- 
ably be  grumbling  that  the  iron  was  breaking  its 
back;  that  it  was  all  out  of  breath  pushing  the 
wrong  way;  that  it  wished  the  impulses  of  nature 
would  stop  shoving  it  along  when  there  was  no 
place  to  go.  Or  does  Nature  ^  have  greater  faith 
in  God  than  humans,  and  never  waste  energy  by 
fussing  or  fretting? 

Liverpool,  Pa. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  November  30 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christian  Love. — John  13:34, 
35;  1  Cor.  13:1-13.  Golden  Text,  We  love,  because  he 
first  loved  us.    1  John  4:19. 

Christian  Workers,  Creative  Citizenship. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  A  Peace  Play. 

Intermediates,  In  My  Prayers. 

•  •        • 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Muncie  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  H.  Jesse 
Baker,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Rummel  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  H.  D. 
Jones,  evangelist. 

Two  received  by  former  baptism  in  the  Meadow 
Branch  church,  Md. 

Eight  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Yellow  Creek  church,  111. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Va.,  Broth- 
er and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  evangelists. 

Thirteen  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the 
Salisbury  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  A.  J.  Replogle,  pastor. 

Eleven  baptized  and  eight  received  by  letter  in  the 
Lindsay  church,  Calif.,  Bro.  D.  C.  Gnagy,  pastor. 

•  •        • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which   these   laborers  carry? 

Bro.  D.  D.  Fleishman  of  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  Nov.  24, 
in  the  Ottumwa  church,  Iowa. 

Bro.  Leo  Miller  of  South  Whitley,  Ind.,  Nov.  23— Dec. 
7,  in  the  North  Webster  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Clyde  Weaver  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  23 — 
Dec.  7,  in  the  Fairview  church,  near  Cordova,  Md.,  Peach 
Blossom  congregation. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Two  younger  men — at  least  they  were  younger  than 
they  might  have  been — who  honored  us  with  enough 
interest  to  come  and  look  us  over,  were  Bro.  Keith  C. 
Rarick  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  and  Educational  Director  B. 
Tartt  Bell  of  Camp  Magnolia,  Ark. 

"Arrived  safely.  Prospects  good  for  going  interior. 
Send  more  workers.  Air  letter  will  explain.  Wampler." 
This  was  the  welcome  message  from  Rangoon,  Burma, 
received  at  the  mission  offices  Nov.  17,  too  late  for  men- 
tion last  week.  Now  the  church  has  another  to  add  to 
her  Thanksgiving  blessings. 

Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy,  pastor  of  the  First  church  of 
Philadelphia  and  representative  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  will  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society 
at  the  Bible  House,  Park  Ave.  and  Fifty-Seventh  St., 
New  York,  next  Wednesday,  Dec.  3.  "Last  year  there 
were  forty-two  members  present  representing  forty  de- 
nominations." 


Miscellaneous  Items 

"It  was  certainly  a  pleasure  to  note  .  .  .  that  you  are 
planning  a  new  cookbook." — Mrs.  Clara  Corder,  Nampa, 
Idaho. 

The  Allegheny  Valley  church  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Palm  and  Davis  Streets,  Natrona,  Pa.,  will  have 
an  all-day  home-coming  and  dedication  of  the  remod- 
eled house  of  worship,  Dec.  7.  "We  invite  all  of  our 
former  pastors  and  friends  to  be  with  us." 

Do  old  German  Bibles  interest  you?  Bro.  S.  W.  Moh- 
ler,  4252  Prescott  Ave.,  Lyons,  111.,  has  one  he  would  be 
willing  to  dispose  of.  It  was  printed  in  Germany  in 
1875.  He  has  also  a  large  German  concordance  of  the 
Bible  printed  in  1872.  If  interested,  write  Bro.  Mohler 
at  the  above  address  for  more  details. 

The  Interdenominational  Association  of  Evangelists 
will  meet  Dec.  2  to  Jan.  4  in  the  Armory  Auditorium  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  "All  sessions  will  be  open  to  the  pub- 
lic and  many  outstanding  speakers  and  singers  will  be 
on  the  eight-day  program."  For  further  information 
write  Convention  Director  Elmer  C.  Miller,  Hotel  Sel- 
win,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

The  Tenth  Joint  Conference  of  Mennonites,  Schwenk- 
felders,  Brethren  and  Friends  will  be  held  Dec.  6  in  the 
Friends  Meeting  House,  Fifteenth  and  Race  Streets, 
Philadelphia.  We  note  that  Sister  Florence  F.  Murphy 
and  Bro.  John  C.  Middlekauff  are  to  represent  the  Breth- 
ren in  the  evening  panel  discussion  on  The  Spirit  Filled 
Life  Faces  the  World  Situation. 

The  Wenatchee  Valley  church  of  Washington  will 
celebrate  its  twelfth  birthday  Dec.  5  to  7.  Social  fellow- 
ship Friday  evening.  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  6,  the 
Seattle  symphonic  a  cappella  choir  will  render  a  con- 
cert of  sacred  music.  Sunday  will  be  rededication  day 
with  special  features  and  basket  dinner.  Drive  in  if  you 
are  close  enough.  If  not,  Secretary  Mrs.  Jay  Eller, 
Wenatchee,  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 

Gospel  Messenger  Circulation 
From  1885  to  1941 
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"Could  not  this  new  cookbook  contain  lists  of  amounts 
needed  to  serve  100  persons?  So  often  when  we  plan  to 
serve  district  meeting,  Sunday-school  conferences,  etc., 
we  ladies  wish  for  a  reliable  list  of  large  amounts." — 
Bernice  J.  Barkdoll,  Copemish,  Mich. 
•        •       • 

Christmas  Plans 
Only  Three  More  Sundays  Until  Christmas  Sunday 
The  best  way  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  Christ's 
birth  is  to  create  a  Christlike  spirit  in  the  children  of 
the  world. 

.  God's  gift  to  us  through  Christ  gives  great  impetus 
for  the  gift-giving  at  Christmas  time.  To  give  worth- 
while gifts  to  those  who  need  them  requires  forethought 
and  planning.  The  most  precious  gift  is  the  gospel — the 
message  of  God's  love.  This  is  really  a  wondrous  mes- 
sage to  those  caught  in  the  throes  of  war. 

The  church  each  Christmas  calls  on  all  members  to 
give  to  world-wide  missions.  Our  missionaries  at  work 
in  America,  India,  Africa,  China  and  Sweden  are  repre- 
senting us  well.  Some  of  them  are  hazarding  their  lives 
for  the  kingdom's  sake.  They  depend  on  us  for  our  part 
— spiritual  and  financial  backing.  Let  every  congrega- 
tion make  Christmas  a  real  world-wide  mission  season. 
It  has  been  the  glory  of  our  church  that  we  have  put 
missions  at  the  forefront  of  our  whole  task. 

The  Plans  and  Materials 

Program  material  was  announced  in  the  Messenger  of 
Nov.  8. 

A  leaflet  entitled  The  World  Mission  and  World  Peace 
by  Wm.  M.  Beahm  is  available  without  charge  to  dis- 
tribute to  all  members. 

An  offering  envelope  is  intended  for  each  person  in 
the  Sunday  school. 

The  leaflet  and  envelope  are  to  be  given  out  the  Sun- 
day before  the  offering.  A  clear,  earnest  statement  and 
appeal  should  be  made  on  the  Sunday  before  the  offer- 
ing. Again  on  the  day  of  the  offering  let  there  be  a 
fresh  reminder  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  offering. 

An  order  card  has  been  sent  out  in  the  Missiongram 
letter  to  missionary  committees.  If  this  has  not  reached 
the  right  person  in  your  church,  feel  free  to  use  the  or- 
der blank  in  the  Nov.  8  Messenger,  page  12. 

GENERAL   MISSION   BOARD. 
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The  Altar  Hour.  Philip  Henry  Lotz,  ed.  Bethany, 
1941.     287  pages.     $2.00. 

The  Altar  Hour  is  a  book  of  worship  services — thir- 
teen each  on  the  life  of  Christ  in  pictures,  on  the  teach- 
ing of  Jesus  in  Scripture,  on  the  message  of  the  kingdom 
in  hymns  and  on  the  challenge  of  the  church  in  liter- 
ature. The  many  excellent  poems,  stories,  picture  in- 
terpretations and  other  worship  suggestions  will  provide 
a  wealth  of  material  to  be  used  in  planning  worship 
services. — Grace  Hollinger. 

Come  Ye  Apart.  J.  R.  Miller.  Thomas  Nelson  and 
Sons.     $1.00. 

This  attractive  little  volume  contains  a  year's  daily 
readings  covering  the  life  of  our  Lord  from  its  begin- 
ning to  its  close.  The  readings  are  based  on  texts  se- 
lected from  the  four  gospels.  The  author's  aim  has  been 
to  put  a  life-thought  on  each  page,  containing  a  sugges- 
tion of  duty,  encouragement,  and  courage  for  each  day 
of  the  year. 

My  introduction  to  this  little  book  was  in  the  home  of 
a  young  minister  who  used  it  for  the  morning  devo- 
tional periods.  It  is  admirably  suited  to  this  purpose, 
even  though  all  who  use  the  book  will  not  be  able  to 
accept  the  theology  which  is  implied  in  some  of  the  read- 
ings.— L.  Avery  Fleming. 

Young  Leaders  in  Action.  Isaac  Kelley  Beckes. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury,  1941.     216  pp.     $1.75. 

James  Edward  Smith  (fictitious)  was  president  of  his 
local  young  people's  group  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
His  experiences  during  this  time  as  leader  of  his  group 
are  told  in  a  most  interesting  story.  The  story  is  vivid 
and  makes  you  feel  that  you  are  a  member  of  the  young 
people's  group  as  the  president  and  officers  are  chosen, 
the  budget  is  planned,  delegates  to  camp  are  chosen  and 
a  camp  is  established  for  the  group.  It  is  thrilling  to  see 
the  president  get  a  new  motivation  for  life  and  build  a 
thriving  youth  group.  The  pastor  and  the  high  school 
principal  are  outstanding  in  their  helpfulness. 

The  development  and  training  of  youth  leaders  is  es- 
sential for  an  ongoing  program.  B.  Y.  P.  D.  cabinet 
members,  and  adult  leaders,  including  ministers,  will  re- 
ceive help  by  reading  this  book. — Raymond  R.  Peters. 


Here  is  the  Story  of  Gospel 
Messenger  circulation  in  lan- 
guage all  can  read. 

This  diagram  is  taken  from 
a  free  leaflet  entitled  46 
Ways  the  Gospel  Messenger 
Club  Plan  Increases  Local 
Interest. 

"Is  it  too  much  to  hope  and 
pray  that  we  may  reach  40,- 
000  subscriptions  within  the 
next  five  years?" 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 


&v.esi4f    Man   M*.   <Mn    Ow*t    ^lanaue 

BY   EDWARD   K.   ZIEGLER 

At  the  Colorado  Springs  Conference  in  1931,  a 
group  of  missionaries,  Board  members,  and  newly 
appointed  missionaries  were  having  breakfast  to- 
gether. A  missionary  of  rich  experience  was 
speaking.  He  sought  to  impress  on  the  new  mis- 
sionaries, of  whom  the  writer  was  one,  the  tre- 
mendous importance  of  learning  to  speak  and  use 
the  language  of  the  people.  The  lesson  was  never 
forgotten.  Many  a  time,  when  conversation  with 
Indian  friends  soared  among  the  highlands  of  the 
spirit,  were  we  thankful  for  the  long  months  of 
hard  study  which  it  took  to  understand  correctly 
and  speak  fluently  the  language  of  the  people.  For 
when  we  talk  to  others  about  the  deepest  things 
of  the  Spirit  we  need  to  clothe  our  thought  in 
words  that  ring  bells  in  another's  heart. 

Missions  have  always  recognized  the  supreme 
importance  of  presenting  the  good  news  in  the 
language  of  the  people  to  whom  they  go.  Stew- 
art of  Lovedale,  a  great  missionary  to  Africa,  said, 
"No  record  exists,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  any  mission, 
whatever  be  its  methods  or  history,  making  much 
real  progress  and  becoming  permanent  among  any 
people,  if  the  Bible  has  not  been  given  to  them  in 
their  own  vernacular." 

Consequently,  one  of  the  major  tasks  of  for- 
eign missions  in  any  land  is  the  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  into  the  vernaculars.  More  than  four 
hundred  years  ago,  William  Tindale  exclaimed  to 
a  learned  critic,  "If  God  spare  my  life,  ere  many 
years  I  will  cause  a  boy  that  driveth  the  plough  to 
know  more  of  the  Scriptures  than  thou  dost!" 
Who  can  measure  the  incalculable  influence  of  the 
English  Bible  upon  the  life  of  the  English  speak- 
ing peoples?  And  everywhere  the  messengers  of 
the  cross  have  gone,  they  have  remembered  Tin- 
dale's  lesson,  until  today  the  Bible  or  some  of  its 
most  precious  portions  have  been  translated  into 
more  than  1,025  different  languages. 

Pages  could  be  filled  telling  incidents  of  men  and 
women  being  brought  to  Christ  just  through  read- 
ing the  New  Testament  in  their  own  language, 
sometimes  by  mere  chance.  The  "Gentleman  in 
Prison"  in  Japan;  Narayan  Vaman  Tilak,  one  of 
India's  great  poets,  who  was  converted  through 
the  reading  of  a  gospel  handed  to  him  by  an  un- 
known missionary,  and  scores  of  others,  all  testify 
to  the  amazing  power  of  the  translated  Word. 

Many  of  the  most  devoted  and  scholarly  mis- 
sionaries of  our  own  missionary  staff  in  India  and 
Africa  have  given  time  and  effort  to  the  work  of 
Bible  translation.  In  recent  years  J.  M.  Blough 
has  given  much  of  his  time  to  the  revision  of  the 


Gujarati  Bible.  The  Irish  Presbyterian  mission- 
aries have  always  taken  a  leading  part  in  this  work 
in  Gujarat,  because  they  usually  have  a  greater 
number  of  available  men,  and  among  them  there 
are  usually  a  few  excellent  scholars,  who  know 
thoroughly  the  original  languages  of  the  Bible,  as 
well  as  the  language  of  the  people.  The  work  of 
translation  is  long  and  laborious,  and  it  is  always 
a  task  in  which  Indian  and  missionary  share.  The 
devoted  Indian  Christian  scholars  usually  know 
their  own  language  best,  and  the  missionaries 
bring  to  the  task  the  Biblical  scholarship.  They 
constantly  strive  to  improve  the  translation,  to 
bring  every  thought  in  the  Bible  into  the  most 
lucid  and  precise  language.  At  present  a  commit- 
tee of  Indians  and  missionaries  is  working  on  a 
five-year  program  which  will  result  in  the  com- 
plete revision  of  the  Gujarati  Bible.  All  over  India 
this  constant  effort  to  bring  to  the  people  the  Word 
of  Life  in  their  own  language,  precise  and  beauti- 
ful, is  going  on,  and  is  fostered  and  aided  by  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  The  Word  is 
available  today  in  over  seventy  different  languages 
and  dialects  in  India  alone. 

Knowing  the  devout  scholarship,  the  hunger  and 
thirst  of  the  peoples  of  India  for  the  Bible  in  their 
own  tongues,  the  century-long  devoted  work  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  meeting  these 
great  needs,  one  can  only  be  pained  at  recent  at- 
tacks on  the  glorious  accomplishments  of  the 
translators.  A  particularly  vicious  and  unfounded 
attack  on  the  Tamil  Bible  has  appeared  in  recent 
months  in  a  certain  type  of  American  religious 
journal,  and  was  even  quoted  uncritically  by  a 
writer  in  the  pages  of  the  Messenger.  Charges  of 
modernism  or  Unitarianism,  of  using  the  wrong 
Greek  text,  and  of  depriving  the  Tamil  people  of 
the  loved  version  of  their  Bible  have  been  freely 
made.  The  criticisms  are  utterly  false  and  base- 
less. The  Bible  Society  did  not  initiate  the  task 
of  translating  again.  The  demand  came  from  the 
Tamil  peoples.  The  old  version,  it  was  felt,  was 
not  in  perfect  agreement  with  the  best  Greek 
texts,  and  its  Tamil  style  was  constantly  criticized 
by  literary-minded  Indians.  Hence  the  transla- 
tion was  made  by  a  joint  committee  representing 
almost  all  of  the  churches  in  the  Tamil  area.  The 
chief  revisers,  men  of  impeccable  honesty  and  de- 
votion and  profound  Biblical  scholarship,  had  the 
complete  confidence  of  the  churches.  The  Greek 
text  followed  was  the  same  as  that  used  by  the 
English  Revised  Version  and  most  recent  transla- 
tions of  the  Bible.  The  churches  everywhere  are 
adopting  the  new  Tamil  Bible,  while  at  the  same 
time  anyone  desiring  the  old  version  can  still  buy 
it.    Minor  criticisms  of  detail  are  being  filed,  as  is 
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always  the  case,  and  those  which  are  valid  will  be 
accepted  in  new  editions. 

Many  of  the  criticisms  here  answered  have  been 
made  in  magazines  read  by  Brethren  people,  and  it 
is  well  that  they  have  the  facts.  Those  who  know 
the  long  and  honored  record  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  can  only  conclude  that  the 


Monthly  Financial  Report 

During  the  month  of  October  contributions  for  the 

Conference  Budget  and  all  general  Boards  and  agencies 

in  the  budget  totalled  $13,585.53  and  the  total  received 

for  the  year  beginning  March   1,   1941  was  $114,022.09. 

Contributions   for   the   Brethren   Service   totalled   $14,- 

468.88  for  the  month  and  the  total  received  for  the  year 

was  $95,138.53,  detail  as  follows: 

Receipts  for    Tolal  receipts 
October  since  3-1-41 

World-wide   Missions    $  1,734.27            $  15,037.89 

Women's   Work   Project    438.28  5,755.01 

Home   Missions    85.35  545.95 

Foreign   Missions    754.42  3,049.81 

Junior  League  Project    134.89  835.67 

Intermediate   Project    23.38  38.83 

India    Mission     212.98  1,008.55 

India  Native  Worker    6.00  440.50 

India  Boarding  School    93.29  276.98 

India  Share  Plan    75.00  1,042.13 

India   Missionary  Supports    1,674.56  12,840.15 

India  Special  Projects   200.00 

China   Mission    362.78  1,061.60 

China   Native  Worker    25.00  198.65 

China  Boys'  School   5.00 

China   Girls'   School    25.00 

China   Share   Plan    41.25  377.90 

China   Missionary   Supports    1,535.23  7,731.26 

South   China  Mission    56.00 

Sweden   Mission    2.00  100.43 

Sweden   Missionary   Supports    544.53 

Denmark    Mission    7.50 

Africa  Missionary  Supports    1,587.62  6,336.11 

Africa    Mission    220.82  2,691.31 

Africa    Share    Plan    2.36  419.92 

Africa    Leper    41.57  145.38 

Conference  Budget  Undesignated    1,546.42  43,327.34 

Conference   Budget   Designated   for — 

Board  of  Christian  Education    233.90  3,115.52 

General  Ministerial   Board    12.74  23.31 

Bethany   Biblical    Seminary    (at    Elgin)  1,205.29  2,399.19 

Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  (at  Chicago)  277.79  579.24 
Ministerial   and   Missionary    Service 

Fund     55.18 

General  Education  Board    73.77 

Student  Loan   Fund    5.00  5.00 

Conference  Budget  Share  Plan    22.00  80.50 

Youth    Serves    1,231.34  3,590.98 

$13,585.53  $114,022.09 

For  Brethren  Service- 
Brethren   Service   Certificates    2,095.00  16,190.00 

Brethren   Service   Fund    5,966.17  32,918.12 

China    Relief    426.82  3,110.36 

Civilian   Public    Service    5,305.38  37,973.69 

European  Relief    17.71  366.64 

Finnish  Relief    5.00 

General    Relief    647.80  4,495.50 

Michigan   Work    Camp    2.00 

Refugee   Fund    10.00  77.22 

$14,468.88  $  95,138.53 

Grand  total  all  contributions  $28,054.41  $209,160.62 

The  following  shows  the  condition  of  General  Mission 
Board  foreign  and  home  mission  finances  on  October  31, 
1941: 

Income  since  March  1,  1941    $  92,772.06 

Income  same  period  last  year   92,877.14 

Expense  since  March  1,  1941   113,916.16 

Expense  same  period  last  year   126,460.57 

Mission  deficit  October  31,   1941    12,537.74 

Mission  deficit  September  30,  1941   2,609.29 

Increase  in  deficit,  October,  1941   9,928.45 


attack  upon  it  in  the  case  of  the  Tamil  Bible  was 
made  in  bad  faith  and  is  baseless.  We  may  well 
have  confidence  in  the  devout  scholarship  of  those 
who  are  translating  the  Bible  into  the  languages  of 
the  people,  and  in  the  good  faith  of  the  Bible  So- 
cieties whose  long  years  of  faithful  propagation  of 
the  Word  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  aids  to 
spreading  the  gospel  to  the  far  horizons  of  the 
earth. 
York,  Pa. 


Tsin  Chow  Wool  Project 

BY  NETTIE  M.  SENGER 

From  the  first  of  my  work  in  China,  I  have  been  deep- 
ly interested  in  working  out  a  method  of  evangelism  on 
the  basis  of  friendship  motivated  by  God's  love  and 
with  life  integrated  into  one  entity.  As  I  became  more 
closely  acquainted  with  the  Chinese  by  living  in  their 
homes  during  my  travels,  I  learned  many  things  about 
Oriental  psychology  and  sociology. 

One  thing  that  struck  deep  into  my  soul  was  their  low 
economic  standard  of  living.  It  hurt  me  to  see  my  Chi- 
nese friends  live  so  near  the  margin,  and  I  knew  phi- 
lanthropy was  not  the  solution  of  the  problem.  They 
wanted  to  earn  their  own  living.  And  to  intensify  the 
situation,  the  words  of  Jesus  came  forcibly  to  me:  "And 
I  came  that  they  might  have  life  and  have  it  abundant- 
ly." These  words  burned  themselves  into  my  thinking 
until  I  began  to  pray  more  earnestly  about  it.  I  have 
since  learned  that  when  you  begin  to  pray  in  real 
earnest,  your  eyes  begin  to  open. 

Local  wool  was  all  around  us,  for  the  mountainsides 
were  full  of  sheep.  Raw  wool  was  shipped  out  and  yet 
these  people  were  cold  day  and  night.  They  could  have 
used  it,  but  they  did  not  know  how.  What  they  needed 
was  not  so  much  for  some  one  to  preach  to  them  about 
love  as  to  show  them  how  love  acts  in  local  situations  of 
need.  Across  the  broad  sky  I  could  see  the  message  of 
heaven  asking  me  to  help  those  people  to  keep  warm. 

I  had  already  learned  that  to  change  the  thinking  in  a 
community,  one  must  deal  with  the  group  so  all  can 
move  forward  more  or  less  together.  I  wanted  to  give 
them  a  new  goal  in  life  and  help  them  work  toward  it. 
This  was  the  "hard  task"  I  had  asked  God  to  give  me. 
This  was  my  "love"  sermon.  It  was  really  difficult  to 
enlist  their  interest  and  help  them  to  get  an  intelligent 
grasp  of  the  situation.  But  through  a  process  of  teach- 
ing and  experimenting,  we  made  the  wool  textile  work- 
able, incorporating  it  into  our  "Mothercraft  School  of 
Religion"  as  the  vocational  department.  We  believed 
that  God  desires  that  life  be  made  one  integrated  whole 
and  we  were  convinced  that  village  reconstruction  of 
the  whole  Tsin  Chow  area  was  a  part  of  our  evangelistic 
program.  We  were  working  together  with  our  village 
friends  and  God  to  make  life  more  abundant  for  them. 

This  became  a  field  experiment  station  from  which 
other  centers  took  our  experience  to  other  places.  It 
had  spread  to  villages  about  Tsin  Chow,  to  the  boys' 
high  school  at  Paotingfu,  into  Hopei,  Presbyterian  girls' 
high  school  in  Peking,  to  Nanking's  Rural  Department, 
from  whence  it  went  to  West  China  before  the  war  be- 
gan. Some  work  was  being  done  in  West  China  and  we 
were  assisting  them.    They  sent  wool  to  us  to  be  spun 
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and  they  wished  to  compare  our  results  with  theirs. 
Thus  this  work  had  already  found  its  way  to  West  Chi- 
na before  the  war  and  before  the  wool  co-operatives 
were  started. 

On  Furlough  From  China. 


Holi  (Holee)  Holiday  Hilarity 

BY  GOLDIE  E.  SWARTZ 

The  Holi  holidays  are  now  on.  Holi  is  one  of  the  two 
chief  festal  occasions  in  India  celebrated  by  both 
aborigines  and  those  connected  with  Brahmanism.  As 
the  time  of  observance  of  Holi  is  at  the  full  moon  near- 
est the  vernal  equinox,  it  very  probably  had  its  origin 
with  the  primitive  people  in  recognizing  a  seasonal 
change — the  advent  of  the  hot  season.  And  this  year 
the  hot  weather  is  here  in  reality  already.  It  is  now 
after  4  p.  m.  and  in  the  coolest  shade  I  can  find,  the  ther- 
mometer still  registers  nearly  100°. 

The  main  celebration  takes  place  on  the  first  night, 
and  consists  of  singing,  jesting,  shouting,  a  burnt  offer- 
ing, etc.  The  whole  village  assembles  in  an  open  space 
where  firewood  has  been  brought  together.  A  tall  bam- 
boo pole  is  erected  on  top  of  which  is  tied  a  young 
chicken.  Bundles  of  firewood  are  stacked  up  around  the 
pole.  At  the  designated  time  when  the  full  moon  ap- 
pears, the  wood  is  set  ablaze.  Cocoanuts  are  added 
which  enhance  the  flame.  The  shrieks  of  the  suffering 
chick  can  be  heard  even  above  the  noise  of  the  crowd 
until  the  victim  falls  into  the  mouth  of  the  devouring 
flames.  Although  the  people  know  not  the  purport  of 
this  living  sacrifice  being  burnt,  no  amount  of  entreaty 
can  induce  them  to  leave  off  this  cruel  part  of  the  cele- 
bration, for  did  not  their  forefathers  thus  do? 

During  the  night  and  the  second  day,  there  is  much 
tadi  (liquor  from  toddy  palm  tree)  drinking,  mostly  by 
the  men.  They  do  stop,  however,  to  eat  the  special 
dishes  which  the  women  folk  prepare  according  to  the 
status  of  their  larders.  The  third  day,  naturally,  is  the 
day  after  of  such  carousal. 

The  village  where  we  are  in  camp  as  this  is  written 
consists  of  five  hamlets,  but  the  people  are  all  of  one 
clan.  In  one  hamlet  lives  a  family  of  unusual  size.  The 
father  is  dead,  but  the  mother  is  still  hale  and  active 
although  she  has  borne  fourteen  children  of  whom 
eleven  are  still  living,  the  youngest  being  thirteen  years 
old.  The  eight  sons  and  their  wives  (two  sons  still  un- 
married) and  one  daughter  live  here  in  their  separate 
huts.  Although  this  clan  is  more  intelligent  and  well- 
to-do  than  some,  still  they  went  to  the  landlord,  bor- 
rowed money  and  bought  much  tadi.     For  a  few  hours 


these  brothers  were  in  high  spirits,  then  came  bickering 
and  slandering  followed  by  fist  to  fist  fighting,  kicking, 
stone-throwing  and  the  like. 

That  four  of  these  eight  brothers  and  some  cousins 
were  thus  engaged  in  a  brawl  among  themselves  agi- 
tated their  wives,  children  and  good  old  mother  not  a 
little,  but  to  all  their  entreaties,  only  a  deaf  ear  was 
given.  In  their  fear  and  anxiety,  some  of  them  ap- 
pealed to  me  to  go  and  stop  them.  Feeling  such  an  ef- 
fort unwise  and  futile,  I  suggested  that  we  pray  for 
them.  As  such  a  procedure  was  an  unheard  and  un- 
tried experience  to  them,  they  concurred,  listening  in- 
terestedly but  leaving  the  praying  to  me. 

After  a  while,  the  noise  of  battle  grew  less  and  the 
men  began  to  depart  to  their  homes  where  they  spent 
the  night  in  sleep.  The  next  day  they  were  a  sober  lot, 
lying  in  their  respective  homes,  too  sore  and  bruised  to 
move  scarcely.  Again  the  good  old  mother  appealed  to 
me  and  my  helpers  to  go  and  talk  to  them.  "Give  them 
some  good  teaching,  for  they  will  listen  to  you  now."  I 
wanted  her  to  come  along,  but  she  said,  "No.  They  will 
listen  to  you  better  if  I  am  not  present."  According  to 
her  request,  we  went  to  several  homes  but  found  the 
indulgents  still  too  toxic  and  sore  from  their  bruises  to 
give  proper  attention.  That  was  yesterday.  Today 
while  passing  through  the  hamlet  and  chatting  with  one 
of  the  women,  she  urged  thus:  "Come  into  the  big 
house,"  meaning  the  old  home  where  the  mother  and 
unmarried  sons  still  reside.  (Here  also  is  kept  the  clan 
god,  together  with  some  Hindu  gods  recently  taken  on.) 
She  led  the  way  and  spread  a  mat  on  the  floor  in  the 
center  of  the  big  room  and  beckoned  us  to  be  seated. 
Four  of  the  participants  of  the  spree,  one  of  them  being 
the  headman  of  the  village,  were  there,  stretched 
out  on  one  side,  but  arose  to  a  sitting  position  upon  our 
entrance. 

The  woman  who  invited  us  there  continued  the  role 
of  hostess.  She  said,  "Sing  and  tell  us  something  good. 
Sing  first  about  tadi-drinking."  So  we  sang  the  little 
temperance  song  which  repeats  the  refrain  so  often  that 
it  is  catchy  and  comment  is  seldom  needed.  It  runs 
thus:  "(Name  of  any  animal)  does  not  drink  tadi,  then 
should  I?  No,  no,  no.  No,  no,  no."  Then  we  sang  the 
popular  but  meaningful  little  song  which  we  are  trying 
to  get  all  to  learn  and  sing.  Briefly  interpreted  it  is: 
"King  Jesus  came,  King  Jesus  came;  to  conquer  Satan, 
King  Jesus  came."  It  is  a  simple  story  of  salvation.  I 
suggested  that  all  should  sing  it  wherever  they  might 
be,  even  when  about  their  work;  and  I  asked  the  women 
to  sing  it  especially  to  the  rhythm  of  their  grinding 
mills.  "Why,  yes,"  said  one,  "then  the  drudgery  of  the 
grinding  will  go,  and  we  hear  glad  tidings." 


MRS.   HARLAN  SMITH 


What  to  Pray  For  .  .  .  Week  of  Nov.  29— Dec.  6 
When  the  Prayer  Calendar  was  prepared  for  1941  the 
names  of  Harlan  and  Frances  Smith  were  assigned  to  this 
week  in  order  that  the  prayers  of  the  church  should  be  made 
in  their  behalf.  Circumstances  in  China  during  the  past  year 
have  been  such  that  Brother  and  Sister  Smith  returned  to 
America  and  they  are  now  located  at  Greene,  Iowa,  and 
they  are  serving  as  pastors  of  that  church.  But  whether 
they  are  in  China  or  in  the  United  States,  let  the  church  up- 
hold them  by  prayer.  The  pastors  of  all  churches  need  the 
prayers  of  the  faithful.  Shall  not  we  be  faithful  in  our  prayer 
ministry? 


HARLAN   SMITH 
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After  singing,  we  talked  with  them  about  man's  orig- 
inal purity  of  heart,  but  how  Satan  comes  in  and  black- 
ens it,  how  God  still  loves  man  and  through  his  Son,  Je- 
sus, has  made  it  possible  for  man  to  get  a  changed  and 
cleansed  heart — a  heart  again  made  white. 

"True,  true,  what  you  tell  us  is  true  and  very  good. 
We  want  changed  and  cleansed  hearts."  Thus  their  lips 
give  expression  to  a  heart  desire,  but  inwardly  they 
hold  a  lingering  fear  that  Satan  will  bring  some  calami- 
ty to  them  if  they  abandon  the  rites  and  practices  of 
their  forefathers,  who  in  ignorance  and  fear  attempted 
to  appease  this  malevolent  power. 

As  the  early  disciples  found  some  difficult  situations, 
likewise  do  we  also  find  among  this  primitive  people 
that  Satan  holds  almost  unlimited  control.  As  Jesus 
said  to  those  of  his  day,  I  believe  he  still  says  to  us  that 
this  kind  (Satan)  can  be  driven  out  by  nothing  save 
prayer.  In  this  service  of  prayer  both  you  and  those  of 
us  here  may  have  a  part,  and  no  one  can  render  too 
much  help. 

Ddhanu,  India. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service 

Selective  Service  has  been  alarmed  concerning  the 
number  of  men  assigned  to  army  and  to  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps  who  are  rejected  for  physical  disability 
after  arrival  at  an  induction  center  or  a  C.  P.  S.  camp. 
A  "roving"  medical  examiner  is  to  be  inaugurated 
shortly  in  an  attempt  to  weed  out  all  of  the  physically 
defective  before  they  reach  the  camps.  The  "roving" 
medical  examiner  is  a  traveling  board  of  examiners 
who  will  hold  examinations  at  several  points  in  a  state. 
The  local  board  physicians  will  continue  to  function 
with  a  preliminary  "screening"  examination;  that  is, 
they  will  rule  out  men  that  are  obviously  unfit  for 
service.  Besides  the  examination  by  the  "roving" 
medical  examiner,  men  will  also  still  receive  a  physical 
examination  at  the  induction  centers  for  men  going 
into  the  army  and  at  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
It  is  felt  that  the  "roving"  examiner  will  give  the 
conscientious  objector  the  same  consideration  as  af- 
forded to  men  in  I-A  so  that  men  physically  unable  to 
perform  work  of  national  importance  will  not  be  as- 
signed to  C.  P.  S.  camps. 


Relief  Needs  in  China 

"Perhaps  every  person  who  reads  these  words  has 
contributed  to  China  Relief  enough  money  to  buy  a 
bowl  of  rice  every  day  for  a  year  for  at  least  one 
Chinese  child.  You  will  want  to  know  to  whom  that 
bowl  of  rice  has  gone.  On  this  point  I  am  an  authority, 
for  I  have  seen  many  tens  of  thousands  of  bowls  of  rice 
arriving  at  their  ultimate  destination  to  appease  the 
pangs  of  hunger  of  famished  Chinese  children. 

"Here  is  a  typical  case  of  need  which  came  to  my 
notice  yesterday.  A  hollow-eyed  woman,  trembling 
with  weakness,  came  to  my  house  and  pleaded  with 
that  excited  rapid  talk  which  I  have  come  to  recognize 
as  a  symptom  of  cold,  starved,  unnerved  people.  'We 
were  happy  and  prosperous,'  she  said,  'then  they  burned 
our  home.  My  husband  could  get  no  work.  He  died  of 
grief  and  starvation  because  he  would  not  eat  when 
our  children  were  hungry.  Won't  you  take  in  my  two 
children  to  feed?     I  can't  provide  for  them.     I  can  go 


and  beg,  but  these  children  will  starve  to  death  if  you 
do  not  help  them.'  From  whom  can  she  beg,  when 
even  the  more  prosperous  people  are  driven  to  despair 
at  the  impossible  price  to  which  food  and  clothing 
have  gone?  We  already  have  three  hundred  of  these 
children.     How  can  we  take  in  more? 

"Yet  it  must  be  done.  The  pressure  has  become  too 
great.  With  trembling  lips  and  shivering  bodies  the 
parents  will  come  and  kneel  on  the  ground  to  beg  for 
their  children.  T  am  old  and  it  does  not  matter  if  I 
die.  Just  let  these  children  have  something  to  eat. 
I  am  willing  to  work.  I  am  willing  to  do  anything, 
but  there  is  no  way  to  get  food.  Here  are  only  two 
more.  You  certainly  can  add  two  more.'  So  they 
go  on  and  on,  but  I  have  to  get  to  work;  I  must  write 
letters  and  articles  in  the  hope  that  we  may  get  more 
funds — get  some  wheat — get  anything  that  will  feed 
them. 

"I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Chinese  Christians  here 
have  not  been  slow  to  sense  the  essentials  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  the  true  doctrinal  position  of  our  church,  so 
to  speak.  Just  this  week  they  turned  over  to  me  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars  in  Chinese  money  for  this 
child-feeding  project.  That  is  a  lot  of  money  to  raise 
in  a  famine-stricken  area,  but  they  say,  'How  can  we 
ask  for  more  money  from  abroad  if  we  do  not  do  the 
very  best  we  can  here?'  They  put  on  plays,  gave  feasts 
featuring  the  rations  we  feed  the  children,  and  solicited 
contributions  from  one  and  all,  from  officials  as  well  as 
from  the  poor. 

"The  whole  program  is  so  effective  a  demonstration 
of  fundamental  Christianity  that  not  only  the  children 
and  their  relatives  have  shown  deep  interest,  but  the 
entire  community  has  shown  a  willingness  to  support 
it  and  co-operate  in  it  more  than  they  have  ever  done 
in  any  part  of  our  Christian  program  before.  Local 
business  men  have  collected  money  to  buy  books  and 
other  supplies,  as  well  as  to  aid  in  the  general  expense. 

"The  story  of  any  one  of  these  Chinese  children  might 
well  move  a  heart  of  stone,  but  I  will  merely  tell 
briefly  of  one. 

"A  shivering  small  boy  of  about  nine  years  of  age 
came  to  my  study.  When  I  asked  him  what  he  wanted 
he  blurted  out  all  in  a  string  of  exclamations,  T  am 
hungry.  My  mother  died  of  hunger.  My  father  is 
dead.  My  grandfather  died  last  week,  and  when  I 
awoke  this  morning  my  uncle  was  dead  in  the  same 
bed  I  slept  in.  Then  a  thief  broke  in  and  stole  the 
bedding  while  I  was  away  from  home  this  morning, 
and  the  house  just  doesn't  look  like  anything  since  the 
furniture  is  all  gone,  and  there  is  no  door  in  the  house, 
and  I  don't  have  any  bedding,  and  I  don't  have  any 
food,  and  there  isn't  anyone  else  but  you!' 

"On  investigation  I  found  it  to  be  true  that  all  the 
adult  members  of  his  family  had  died  of  privation,  and 
that  this  small  boy  was  the  only  member  of  the  family 
left  alive.  A  kindly  neighbor  agreed  to  give  the  boy 
a  place  to  sleep  if  I  could  arrange  for  his  food." 

The  above  story  is  written  by  Oswald  J.  Goulter  of 
the  United  Christian  Missionary  Society  in  the  monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  Church  Committee  for  China  Relief,. 
Have  a  Heart  for  China.  The  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee provides  funds  for  relief  in  China  besides  con- 
tributing to  the  Church  Committee  for  China  Relief 
and  is  now  preparing  to  send  relief  workers  as  a  testi- 
mony of  our  deep  concern  for  the  problems  of  the 
Chinese  people. 
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Missionary  Education 

In  order  that  a  church  such  as  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  shall  retain  its  sense  of  mission  and  feel  as 
Paul  did  when  he  said,  "Woe  is  unto  me  if  I  preach  not 
the  Gospel,"  the  local  churches  need  to  give  time  and 
thought  to  the  total  program  of  missions.  This  means 
mission  study.  As  with  any  other  subject,  so  with  the 
subject  of  missions;  the  more  it  is  studied,  the  better 
it  is  understood  and  the  more  intelligently  and  enthusi- 
astically it  is  carried  out. 

The  day  is  here  when  no  church  can  claim  to  have  a 
real  program  of  Christian  education  without  having 
missionary  education.  Missionary  education  must  be 
a  definite  part  of  the  church's  total  program.  Its  ab- 
sence means  a  very  glaring  omission  indeed.  Mission- 
ary education  must  be  vital  among  all  age  groups — adult 
(men  as  well  as  women),  young  people,  intermediate, 
junior  and  primary. 

It  has  been  truly  said  that  the  vitality  of  a  church  is 
clearly  revealed  in  its  missionary  spirit  and  its  mission- 
ary spirit  is  gained  by  its  missionary  knowledge. 

Your  School  of  Missions 

January  is  known  as  the  month  for  the  School  of 
Missions.  In  1942,  January's  four  Sunday  evenings  will 
provide  an  excellent  opportunity  for  intensive  mission 
study  in  the  whole  church.  Mission  study  books  and 
materials  are  available  for  each  age  group.  Each  eve- 
ning may  be  planned  as  follows: 

5:30-6:30  Joint  fellowship  and  supper  hour. 

6:30-7:30  Study  classes  for  each  age  group. 

7:30-8:30  Joint  worship  and  program. 

Fellowship  Hour 

It  should  prove  a  blessing  to  a  local  church  to  eat  to- 
gether during  the  four  Sunday  evenings  of  January. 
The  hour  should  be  one  of  friendship  and  fellowship  for 
the  entire  membership.  The  supper  may  be  simple  or 
more  elaborate,  just  as  the  church  decides.  A  sandwich, 
an  apple  and  a  glass  of  milk  will  suffice.  Each  person 
may  bring  his  own  lunch.  The  main  idea  is  fellowship 
and  not  food. 

Study  Hour 

The  second  period  is  the  study  hour.  Each  age  group 
goes  to  its  room  and  systematically  studies  the  mission 
study  book.  The  mission  study  books  are  available  for 
each  group.  The  list  of  the  study  materials  is  given  in 
the  next  column.  Secure  books  from  The  General 
Boards,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

In  1942,  the  mission  theme  for  both  home  and  world- 
wide missions  is  Christian  Roots  of  Democracy.  Each 
age  group  will  find  the  truth  which  even  the  Christian 
-church  has  too  often  forgotten,  namely,  that  race  preju- 
dice, economic  and  social  injustice,  superior  and  domi- 
neering attitudes  are  contrary  to  Christ's  teaching.  They 
have  caused  war. 

Such  an  hour  of  instruction  will  demand  work  on  the 
part  of  leaders  and  teachers.  The  same  preparation  is 
needed  for  a  missionary  lesson  as  for  a  history  lesson  in 
high  school.  Good  methods  of  teaching  are  needed.  And 
study  and  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  class  will  also 
add  to  the  value  of  the  hour. 

Worship  Hour 

During  the  last  hour,  a  joint  assembly  is  held  and  all 


join  together  in  worship.  On  one  evening  a  missionary 
may  speak,  on  another  night  missionary  pictures  can  be 
shown,  on  another  night  a  missionary  play  could  be 
presented,  and  perhaps  at  another  time  one  of  the  de- 
partments, for  example  the  children's  department,  could 
give  a  program  presenting  facts  it  has  learned  in  its 
study.  Each  week  this  last  hour  together  should  prove 
to  be  a  time  of  devotion  for  every  member  of  the 
church. 

Teaching  Methods 

The  same  good  teaching  methods  used  in  accredited 
schools  and  colleges  are  needed  in  the  church  school  of 
missions.  Good  work  cannot  be  done  by  either  instruc- 
tor or  class  without  preparation. 

Books,  magazines,  church  paper,  maps,  pictures,  post- 
ers, charts,  plays,  discussion,  worship,  stories,  songs,  bi- 
ographies, slides  and  reels  and  bulletin  boards  are  all 
means  of  help  in  teaching. 

It  takes  time  and  labor  to  conduct  a  class  in  missions. 
Preparation  is  the  foundation  stone  and  the  funda- 
mental requirement  for  good  mission  study  in  a  church. 

Attend  Missionary  Education  Institutes 

Teachers  and  leaders  should  attend  missionary  educa- 
tion institutes  and  schools  of  missions  as  often  as  pos- 
sible. Several  excellent  institutes  are  held  throughout 
the  United  States  such  as  the  Lake  Geneva  School  of 
Missions,  Indianapolis  Institute,  and  those  in  Chicago 
and  other  places. 

Serious  Days  Should  Make  the  Church  Serious 

Today's  situation  should  arouse  church  members  to 
seriousness  about  their  mission  study.  Too  often  classes 
and  groups  only  desire  to  be  entertained  by  an  interest- 
ing and  thrilling  speaker.  If  serious  thinking  is  called 
for,  too  many  folks  are  not  interested.  This  attitude 
ought  not  to  be  within  the  church.  If  the  day  in  which 
we  live  does  not  demand  real  earnestness  on  the  part  of 
every  member  of  a  class,  then  one  wonders  what  kind 
of  a  catastrophe  it  will  require  to  make  people  take 
their  mission  and  Bible  study  seriously. 

Missionary  Education  the  Year  Round 

January  is  the  month  for  special  mission  study  but 
missionary  education  should  continue  throughout  the 
year. 

Mission  Department  in  Gospel  Messenger 

Every  week  in  the  Gospel  Messenger,  the  Mission  De- 
partment is  filled  with  direct  information  concerning  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  missions  and  her  missionaries. 

Special  Field  Issues 

Three  times  during  each  year,  an  entire  issue  of  our 
church  paper  proves  to  be  a  regular  resource  book  on 
our  mission  fields,  for  India  has  a  special  issue,  so  does 
China  and  so  does  Africa.  These  numbers  are  filled 
with  facts  about  our  missions.  The  Annual  Report  issue 
is  a  summary  of  our  mission  work.  With  the  Gospel 
Messenger  entering  more  than  30,000  homes  each  week, 
our  church  should  be  well  informed  about  her  missions. 

Missiongrams 

Each  month  1,600  copies  of  Missiongrams  go  out  to 
our  churches.  These  news  sheets  always  give  the 
most  recent  information  obtainable  for  the  fields.  They 
are  prepared  with  the  hope  that  all  members  may  see  or 
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hear  them.    They  cost  too  much  to  be  lightly  tossed  into 

a  waste  basket. 

Projects 

The  missionary  projects  are  definitely  helpful  in  giv- 
ing information  and  keeping  up  interest.  Men's  work, 
women's  work,  young  people,  intermediates,  and  juniors 
all  have  their  projects;  these  are  challenging.  The 
Support  of  Missionaries  and  the  Share  Plan  should 
make  strong  appeals  to  classes  and  to  individuals. 

Special  Offerings 

Every  church  also  finds  the  opportunity  to  respond  to 
the  world-wide  program  of  the  church  in  the  Thanks- 
giving Offering  for  home  missions,  in  the  Christmas 
offering  for  world-wide  missions,  in  the  Achievement 
Offering,  Easter  Offering,  Annual  Conference  Offering 
and  Harvest  Offering. 

Missionary  Sermons  j 

From  the  minister,  the  church  looks  for  a  missionary 
sermon  three  or  four  times  each  year. 

Mission  Study  Prospectus,  1941-1942 

Note:  In  the  Missionary  Education  Movement  catalogue  other 
very  excellent  books  are  listed.  Use  them  as  supplementary 
helps.  Order  the  MEM  catalogue  from  the  General  Mission 
Board,  22  South   State  Street,  Elgin,   Illinois. 

ADULTS 
Christian  Roots  of  Democracy  in  America  by  Arthur  E.  Holt    60c 

The  church  must  be  the  conscience  of  the  nation  in  the  new- 
crusade  for  democracy  before  us.  Beginning  with  the  early 
teachings  of  the  Christian  religion  and  the  Old  Testament,  the 
author  traces  the  growth  of  the  democratic  principle,  particu- 
larly in  America,  and  then  shows  the  close  relationship  between 
the  home  mission  enterprise  and  the  rooting  of  a  sound  democ- 
racy in  our  national  life. 
Teacher's   Guide   based   on   Christian   Roots   of  Democracy   in 

America    by    McClintock    25c 

A   Christian   Imperative:   Our   Contribution   to  World   Order   by 

Roswell  P.  Barnes   60c 

The  author,  who  traveled  during  1940  behind  both  battle  lines 
in   Europe,  presents   an   uncompromising   picture   of   the   present 
chaos  and  makes  a  keen  analysis  of  the  disastrous  anti-social  and 
destructive  aspects  of  human  behavior  that  have  led  to  it. 
Teacher's  Guide  based  on  A  Christian  Imperative  by  Corbett.  .25c 

WOMEN 

The  Seed  and  the  Soil  by  Richard  T.  Baker  60c 

This  book  points  out  that  Christians  of  all  the  world  are  work- 
ing for  a  community  of  mankind.  The  author  has  traveled  in 
many  countries  and  has  seen  the  unique  contribution  of  Christian 
missions  in  tying  the  world  together  into  one  brotherhood. 
Teacher's  Guide  based  on  The  Seed  and  the  Soil  by  Hodder..25c 
Four  Programs  for  September,  October,  November  and  Decem- 
ber,  1941 

These  four  mimeographed  programs  deal  with  our  own  church 
and  mission  work. 

Our   Mission   Girls'   Schools    5c 

Builders   of   the   Kingdom    5c 

Hobbies    of    Missionaries    5c 

Christmas   Around    the   World    5c 

YOUNG  PEOPLE 
The  Seed  and  the  Soil  by  Richard  T.  Baker  60c 

See  description  of  women's  study  book. 
Teacher's  Guide  based  on  The  Seed  and  the  Soil  by  Hodder    25c 
Author  of  Liberty  by  Robert  W.  Searle   60c 

Taking  as  his  premise  that  American  democracy  is  based  upon 
the  sanctity  of  the  individual,  the  author  recounts  the  stories  of 
some  of  those  individuals  who  have  not  shared  in  the  equality 
promised  to  every  citizen  by  the  Constitution. 
Teacher's  Guide  based  on  Author  of  Liberty  by  Wentzel 25c 

INTERMEDIATES 
Living    Together    in    Today's    World    by    Louise    Benckenstein 

Griffiths      50c 

A  greatly  expanded  and  enriched  leader's  course  of  128  pages. 
The  teaching  material  is  definite  in  its  guidance  on  bringing  the 
group  to  a  real  experience  of  democratic  living,  and  a  wealth  of 
background  material  is  included  for  the  assistance  of  the  leader. 
Five  units  of  work  are  built  around  the  areas  of  life  covered 
in  the  reading  book,  Brothertown.  The  value  of  worship  is 
stressed  and  suggestions  for  services  are  given  in  detail. 

Brothertown  by  Louise  Benckenstein   Griffiths    60c 

A  reading  book  which  supplements  the  leader's  course  de- 
scribed above,  for  individual  use  by  the  pupil.  The  stories  deal 
with  five  areas  of  life:  family,  community,  government,  Chris- 
tian patriotism  and  world  order. 


JUNIORS 

We  Gather  Together  by  Grace  W.  McGavran    60c 

Twelve   stories   which   picture   Christian   people   at   worship   in 
different  parts  of  the  world.     The  worshipers  may  gather  at  the 
call  of  a  bell  or  a  song,  a  trumpet  or   a  drum.     Their  worship 
and   their  fellowship   are   expressed   in  the   same  ways,   through 
faith  and   loyalty,  kindness   and  peace,   love   and   service. 
Teacher's  Guide  based  on  We  Gather  Together  by  Hazelwood,  25c 
SUPPLEMENTARY  STORY  AND  STUDY  BOOKS 
Young  America  Makes  Friends  by  Mary  Alice  Jones  and  Re- 
becca   Caudill     50c 

Stories,  worship  and  background  materials  and  suggestions  for 
session  procedures. 

Children  of  the  Promise  by  Florence  Crannell  Means  60c 

Gives  a  clear  and  interesting  picture  of  many  of  the  Jewish 
customs  which  we  see  only  from  the  outside  and  makes  poignant 
some  of  the  problems  faced  by  Jews  in  their  relationships  with 
other  races. 

PRIMARY 

Come  Everyone  and  Worship  by  Armilda  B.  Keiser  60e 

A  picture-reading  book  showing  how  Christian  people  all  over 
the  world   worship   the   same  God   in   characteristic  ways.    "The 
book  is  illustrated  by  over  twenty  large  photographs  of  people 
at  worship  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
Child  Neighbors  in  America  by  Elsie  G.  Rodgers  and  Dorothy 

F.   McConnell    50c 

A    unit    of   work    containing   background    notes,    worship    sug- 
gestions,  plans  for   session   procedures  and   stories. 
SUPPLEMENTARY   MATERIAL 

Examine  your  catalogue  for  supplementary  books,  pictures, 
maps,  slides  and  films,  and  plays.  Order  from  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  Church  of  the  Brethren,  22  South  State  Street,  Elgin, 
Illinois. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Brethren  and  Refugees 

Scripture:  Matt.  2:  13-23 

Sunday,  December  14 

Note:  See  reports  of  Brethren  Service  Committee. 

I.  The  Situation 

1.  We  live  in  a  day  when  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
people  have  suddenly  been  denied  citizenship  in  the 
land  of  their  birth;  also  denied  the  right  to  a  career, 
to  property,  to  a  job,  to  their  homes,  and  to  association 
with  their  intimate  friends.  In  addition  to  this  they  are 
in  actual  danger  of  losing  their  lives. 

2.  America  is  the  land  of  refugees.  Much  of  the  fine 
human  stock  that  has  peopled  this  country  has  been 
refugees  from  the  old  world. 

3.  America  in  the  past  has  welcomed  such.  The  first 
President  in  his  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation  of  1795 
urged  his  fellow  citizens,  "humbly  and  reverently  to  be- 
seech the  kind  author  of  these  blessings  ...  to  render 
this  country  more  and  more  a  safe  and  propitious  asy- 
lum for  the  unfortunate  of  other  countries."  Thomas 
Jefferson  asked,  "Shall  we  refuse  to  unhappy  fugitives 
from  distress  that  hospitality  which  the  savages  of  the 
wilderness  extended  to  our  fathers  arriving  in  this  land? 
Shall  oppressed  humanity  find  no  asylum  on  this; 
globe?" 

4.  It  is  fitting  that  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  the 
early  membership  of  which  left  Germany  two  hundred 
years  ago  because  of  unhappy  conditions  that  existed 
over  there,  should  now  turn  to  the  aid  of  a  new  gener- 
ation of  refugees. 

II.  Our  Refugee  Work 

1.  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to  place  refugee  fam- 
ilies in  Brethren  communities.  Some  families  are  still 
holding  steady.  Richard  Schuber,  wife  and  son,  Eric, 
have  earned  the  respect  and  love  of  the  Elgin  church 
and  community.  He  has  been  an  employee  of  the  Breth- 
ren Publishing  House  for  more  than  a  year. 

2.  A  number  of  students  have  been  and  are  enrolled 
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in  our  colleges  and  seminary  and  a  few  professors  have 
served  acceptably  on  the  faculties. 

3.  Five  thousand  dollars  a  year  has  been  appropri- 
ated by  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  for  scholar- 
ships in  the  Scattergood  and  Quaker  Hill  hostels.  Three 
or  four  months  is  the  average  period  of  training  there 
before  being  placed  in  earning  positions.  Esther  Smith 
represents  us  at  Scattergood.  Others  have  represented 
us  at  Quaker  Hill. 

4.  Lowell  Wright  served  as  our  representative  in  a 
refugee  hostel  in  Cuba. 

5.  Forest  Eisenbise  was  our  representative  in  China 
working  with  the  European  refugees  stranded  there. 
Since  September  he  has  been  located  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  of  America  as  a  full-time  refugee  placement  agent. 
He  reports  plenty  of  work  to  do. 

6.  Tons  of  clothing  have  been  shipped  to  China  and 
elsewhere  to  relieve  suffering  among  these  unfortunate, 
homeless,  and  countryless  people. 

III.    Questions  for  Discussion 

1.  What  has  your  church  done  to  help  these  needy 
people? 

2.  Could  you  find  employment  for  one  or  more? 

3.  Have  you  offered  your  services  to  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee  to  work  with  Brother  Eisenbise  and 
Scattergood  Hostel  in  Iowa? 

4.  Do  you  have  offering  cups  on  your  tables?  If  not, 
why  not? 


CORRESPONDENCE 


A  Young  Man  Goes  to  Camp 

There  has  been  a  great  falling  away  from  the  pacifist 
to  the  fistic  pattern  of  life  because  of  the  wages  a  draftee 
or  enlisted  man  will  get.  Even  Brethren  ministers  jus- 
tify this  turn  on  the  part  of  young  men.  I  have  assumed 
that  the  principles  involved  were  so  vital  that  most  of 
the  wages  will  be  wasted  while  they  are  earned  because 
of  the  weakening  that  takes  place  when  the  surrender  is 
made  to  the  military  machine.  The  same  surrender  of 
principle  that  takes  them  into  the  army  makes  many  of 
them  unable  to  resist  all  the  means  provided  by  the  gov- 
ernment and  other  agencies  for  the  spending  of  income 
in  riotous  living.  Recently  I  have  heard  testimonies  to 
this  effect  from  people  not  otherwise  committed  to  the 
way  of  Christ  on  these  matters. 

On  the  other  hand  I  assume  that  from  the  purely  mer- 
cenary viewpoint  the  conscientious  objectors  who  go  to 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  are  not  sacrificing 
anything.  I  think  I  should  expect  this  service  to  in- 
crease their  earning  power  so  much  that  the  mere  loss 
of  wages  for  a  year  or  two  will  eventually  be  compen- 
sated manyfold.  I  expect  them  to  develop  in  person- 
ality in  a  way  that  would  for  many  of  them  be  other- 
wise impossible. 

A  young  man  of  our  church  left  for  Magnolia,  Ark., 
yesterday.  He  was  the  first  conscientious  objector  to  go 
from  our  city  of  sixty  thousand.  He  was  an  important 
person  in  the  office  of  a  local  concern.  When  his  boss 
■went  in  the  draft  to  the  army  the  company  tried  to  get 
the  young  man  deferred.  He  has  grown  in  character 
and  personality  while  he  has  been  waiting  in  uncer- 
tainty as  to  what  he  would  have  to  face  from  different 
angles.  His  employers  have  been  entirely  sympathetic 
with  his  stand  throughout.     When  he  received  his  final 


pay  check  it  was  increased  by  sixty-five  dollars  as  a 
present.  And  the  owner  of  this  plant  said  he  would  give 
him  five  dollars  a  month  throughout  the  time  he  is 
away  in  service  camp.  Beside  this  he  is  urged  to  let 
them  know  if  there  is  anything  he  needs  at  any  time. 
Yes,  the  business  world  is  looking  for  young  men  who 
have  strength  enough  to  follow  their  convictions.  And 
this  same  business  world  is  willing  to  pay  a  lot  of  money 
to  get  them.  The  young  men  who  go  with  the  crowd 
to  the  army  will  make  a  little  money  to  "put  in  a  bag 
with  holes."  And  in  the  language  of  a  Pennsylvania 
ticket  agent,  "  a  year  in  the  army  spoils  a  man  for  any- 
thing afterward.  " 

Puzzled  Pastor. 


Not  Too  Late 


We  are  nearer  total  involvement  in  war  than  we  were 
on  November  12.  The  House  of  Representatives  voted 
in  favor  of  arming  merchant  ships  and  sending  them  in- 
to combat  zones.  But  it  is  not  certain  that  we  will  go 
all  the  way  into  war. 

Three  more  steps  will  likely  have  to  be  taken  yet: 

1.  Legislation  to  allow  sending  national  guardsmen 
overseas. 

2.  Legislation  to  allow  sending  drafted  soldiers  over- 
seas. 

3.  Declaration  of  war. 

It  is  possible  that  all  of  them  will  be  taken  care  of  at 
one  step.  But  it  is  also  possible  that  none  of  them  will 
happen. 

The  day  before  the  vote  was  taken,  sentiment  was 
strong  against  the  new  amendment.  Then  political  pres- 
sure was  put  on,  and  more  than  twenty  Representatives 
shifted  their  position.  Ten  holding  steady  would  have 
defeated  the  proposal. 

In  the  final  appeal  by  the  House  party  leader,  he  said, 
"This  bill  is  a  measure  of  peace."  Overlooking  the  facts 
in  the  case,  it  is  highly  significant  that  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  appeal  to  a  genuine  desire  for  peace  to  swing 
the  vote. 

The  next  day  more  than  a  hundred  Representatives 
were  in  their  seats.  Usually  only  fifteen  or  twenty  are 
present  when  no  important  business  is  up.  Maybe  they 
were  thinking. 

And  maybe  you,  too,  are  thinking.  It  is  late,  but  not 
too  late  to  work  against  war,  and  for  peace.  During  the 
next  month  or  so  heavy  propaganda  will  be  released  for 
sending  our  men  overseas.  Will  you  hold  steady  under 
that  strain?  And  will  you  help  to  hold  your  neighbors 
steady?  And  will  you  let  your  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives hear  from  you  steadily?  They  hear  plenty 
from  warmakers.  Now  is  the  time  for  them  to  hear 
from  the  peacemakers. 

Goshen,  Ind.  Dan  West. 


Charity — Love 

"And  now  abideth  faith,  hope  and  charity,  these 
three;  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity." 

Having  always  understood  that  the  Brethren  churches 
were  exceedingly  charitable,  I  had  not  realized  how  true 
this  was  until  this  summer.  So  I  am  taking  this  means 
to  express  our  appreciation  for  all  the  kindness  and 
help  the  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and 
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our  many  friends  in  Pulaski  County,  Va.,  gave  us  dur- 
ing our  recent  trouble.  May  God  bless  each  one  indi- 
vidually and  the  church  as  a  whole.  They  show  their 
love  for  God  when  they  show  their  love  for  their  fel- 
low men;  by  their  fruits  you  can  know  them. 
Cresaptown,  Md.  Wilbur  L.  Thomas. 


Fifty-Seven  Years  Together 

On  Sept.  28,  1884,  Bro.  Samuel  M.  Miller,  a  son  of  the  late  Elder 
Ben  and  Hetty  E.  Miller,  and  Sister  Jennie  Beery,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Martin  and  Elizabeth  Beery,  were  united  in  marriage  by 

the  late  Elder  I.  C. 
Myers,  an  uncle  of  the 
bride. 

They  began  house- 
keeping at  the  old 
Miller  homestead  near 
Greenmount  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Vir- 
ginia.  Here  they 
raised  their  family  of 
seven  children,  three 
daughters  and  four 
sons,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  the 
youngest    daughter. 

In  1918,  because  of 
their  health,  it  became 
necessary  for  them  to 
leave  the  farm.  Since 
that  time  they  have 
traveled  from  the  east 
coast  to  the  west  coast 
and  back  again,  hav- 
ing lived  for  several 
years  at  Santa  Ana  in 
California  and  having 
spent  nine  winters  and 
three  summers  in  Se- 
bring,  Fla.  They  have  been  living  for  some  time  now  with  a 
daughter  in  Palmyra,  Pa. 

During  their  life  together  Brother  and  Sister  Miller  have 
served  the  church,  which  they  joined  in  their  youth,  in  various 
capacities.  They  were  ordained  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  1917. 
Perhaps  Bro.  Miller's  greatest  contribution  to  his  church  has 
been  through  and  because  of  his  great  love  for  music.  He  loves 
to  sing,  having  inherited  much  talent  from  his  forefathers.  He 
also  possesses  the  ability  to  make  others  want  to  sing.  The  writ- 
er's earliest  recollection  of  "Uncle  Sam"  is  of  attending  a  sing- 
ing class  conducted  by  him  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  com- 
munity during  a  holiday  season. 

During  the  course  of  years  Bro.  Miller  has  assisted  more  than 
a  score  of  evangelists  at  various  places  in  the  mission  fields  of 
West  Virginia  and  Florida,  and  also  in  his  local  congregation. 
Folks  came  for  miles  to  sing,  and  Bro.  Miller  was  never  so  happy 
as  when  leading  them.  He  always  pitched  the  tune  with  an  old- 
fashioned  tuning  fork  and  had  the  reputation  of  never  pitching  it 
wrong. 

During  one  year  in  Florida  Bro.  Miller  and  the  evangelist  he 
was  working  with  traveled  6,000  miles  doing  mission  work  at 
Bassenger.  In  that  year's  time  two  churches  were  established 
which  are  now  organized  and  flourishing.  Bro.  Miller  has  also 
traveled  countless  miles  conducting  singing  classes  and  social 
sings.  Even  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  77  years,  he  loves  to 
sing  and  his  voice  is  still  clear.  None  of  us  can  estimate  the 
good  that  has  been  accomplished  because  such  a  talent  was  given 
to  a  man  who  was  unselfish  enough  to  use  it  in  the  Lord's  work. 
Brother  and  Sister  Miller  celebrated  their  fifty-seventh  wed- 
ding anniversary  quietly  on  Sept.  28,  1941,  at  the  home  of  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Garber,  in  Palmyra,  Pa.  They  are  fast  ap- 
proaching the  age  of  eighty  years  but  their  tolerance,  their  will- 
ingness to  accept  change  with  optimism,  and  their  constant  con- 
tact with  young  people  and  their  problems  have  kept  them  young 
in  spirit. 

Through  fifty-seven  years  together  they  have  been  faithful  to 
their  marriage  vows  in  every  sense,  kindly  affectionate,  happy 
in  their  companionship,  and  have  graciously  grown  older.  May 
these  latter  years  of  their  life  continue  rich  in  contentment  and 
may  God  bless  them  abundantly. 

Harrisonburg,  Va.  Virginia  M.  Armentrout. 


In  Memory  of  Miriam  Ikenberry  Duffy 

Miriam  Ikenberry  Duffy,  daughter  of  Eld.  C.  S.  and  the  late 
Minnie  Layman  Ikenberry,  passed  peacefully  to  her  reward  on 
the  18th  of  October.  She  was  born  on  the  27th  of  March,  1904, 
at  Daleville,  Va.  She  received  her  secondary  and  college  edu- 
cation at  Daleville  College,  graduating  in  the  Junior  College 
course  in  1924.  Her  talent  for  music  inspired  her  to  further 
study  at  Hollins  College.  It  was  her  love  for  music  that  made 
her  life  most  useful  in  her  home,  church  and  community.  On 
Sept.   15,  1925,  she  was  married  to  Frank  A.  Duffy  and  to  them 


were  born  three  children,  Jean  Frances,  aged  fourteen;  Richard 
Allen,  aged  nine,  and  Frank  Wayne,  aged  three  years,  who  with 
her  husband  survive.  Also  surviving  are  her  father,  a  brother, 
Cecil  C.  Ikenberry  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  and  a  sister,  Dorothy  I. 
Miller,  of  Burlington,  W.  Va.  Early  in  life  she  united  with  the 
church  at  Daleville  and  was  an  active  worker  in  Sunday  school 
and  church. 

She  served  as  a  vacation  Bible  school  teacher  in  her  local 
church  and  during  college  vacations  was  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  surrounding  churches.  Her  activity  in  community  affairs, 
garden  clubs,  schools,  etc.,  was  a  testimony  that  she  loved  the 
fellowship  of  her  many  friends.  She  was  patient  and  cheerful 
in  her  suffering  even  though  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  during 
the  last  several  months.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  who 
knew  her.  The  funeral  service  was  held  at  Daleville  church, 
conducted  by  Elders  J.  S.  Crumpacker,  E.  C.  Woodie  and 
her  pastor,  E.  S.  Martin,  with  a  large  number  of  relatives  and 
friends  present.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Daleville  cemetery 
under  an  embankment  of  many  beautiful  floral  tributes. 

Daleville,  Va.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Ikenberry. 


In  Appreciation  of  Glenn  H.  Zook 

The  Salamonie  church  lost  one  of  its  best  workers,  the  Lan- 
caster community  in  Huntington  County,  Indiana,  one  of  its 
finest   citizens,   and   the   home   its   chief   support   and   stay   when 

Bro.   Glenn   H.   Zook   was  taken 
r  i       away    Oct.    17,    1941,    by    an    at- 

tack   of   pneumonia    following   a 
\  surgical    operation.      Born    Aug. 

30,    1907,   he   was   the   only   child 
of  Hampton  and  Clara  Hardman 
Zook.       After     being     graduated 
m^    «fc  from     the     local     high     school, 

«\       -'4       Glenn  attended  Manchester  Col- 
lege   during   the    year    1927-1928, 
•*-;*  and    also    spent    a    term    in    La 

^ Verne  College  while  the  family 

was    sojourning    a    year   in    Cal- 
ifornia.    In  1929  he  was  married 
to  Ruth  Barton,   and  since  then 
the  younger  couple  had  contin- 
ued to  live  in  the  parental  home. 
A  daughter  and  a  son,  now  ten 
and    four    years   of    age,    joined 
this   home,   and   all   enjoyed   the 
harmonious     and     helpful     rela- 
tionship which  these  three  gen- 
erations  contributed   to   a   beau- 
tiful Christian  fellowship.     It  was  into  such   a  realm   of  mutual 
love  and  enjoyment  that  death  entered  and  removed  the  strong- 
est and  most  vital  link  in  the  chain.    However,  there  was  a  won- 
derful evidence  of  victory  in  this  unexpected  and  sad  separation. 
The  brave  and  devoted  companion  stood  by  her  husband  to  the 
last  with  smiles  and  words  of  good  cheer.     A  beautiful  resigna- 
tion emerged  from  a  love  that  not  even   death  could  conquer. 
The  parents,   too,   feeling  so  keenly   this   loss,   submitted  with  a 
grace  that  proved  what  can  be  done  when  God  is  uppermost  in 
our  lives. 

Even  our  large  church  house  could  not  accommodate  the  many 
who  attended  the  funeral  services  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  19. 
In  these  last  rites  the  writer  was  assisted  by  Eld.  H.  L.  Hartsough. 
Bro.  Zook  was  a  good  farmer,  and  an  enthusiastic  worker  in 
the  church,  but  above  all  he  will  be  remembered  for  his  devo- 
tion as  a  son,  husband  and  father  in  the  home.  For  several  years 
he  had  been  serving  as  church  clerk,  and  as  teacher  of  the  inter- 
mediate boys.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  peace,  and  just  re- 
cently he  had  claimed  the  conscientious  objector  privileges  in 
filling  out  his  questionnaire.  God  give  us  more  such  men  in  a 
day  like  this! 
Huntington,  Ind.  W.  C.  Stinebaugh. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Ayres-Brumbaugh.— By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Glenn  Clifford  Ayres  and  Thelma  Grace  Brum- 
baugh, both  of  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  8,  1941.— H.  H.  Nye,  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa. 

Gandy-Gorham.— Earl  Gandy  and  Wretha  Gorham,  both  of 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  Battle  Creek 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Aug.  31,  1941.— David  O.  Schechter, 
Chicago,  111. 

Henderson-Sword.— At  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Aug. 
28,  1941,  Paul  Henderson  of  Otterville,  Mo.,  and  Evelyn  Sword  of 
Quinter,  Kans.,  by  the  undersigned.— D.  A.  Crist,  Quinter,  Kans. 

Kimmel-Ludwig.— In  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Carlisle^ 
Pa.,  Sept.  28,  1941,  Paul  J.  Kimmel  and  Lulu  L.  Ludwig,  both  of 
Ashland,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned.— H.  M.  Snavely,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
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Kline-Duyer. — Clayton  Kline  and  Dorothy  Ann  Duyer,  Oct.  29, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  the  undersigned. — E.  E.  Blough,  Manassas, 
Va. 

Price-Emmerl.— Eld.  Collin  C.  Price  of  Lake  Worth,  Fla.,  and 
Mrs.  M.  W.  Emmert  of  Mount  Morris,  111.,  at  the  home  of  the 
former's  daughter  in  Mount  Morris,  Oct.  19,  1941,  by  the  under- 
signed.— Foster  B.  Statler,  Mount  Morris,  111. 

Thompson-Baker. — By  the  undersigned,  Marvin  Thompson  of 
Modesto,  Calif.,  and  Vivian  Baker  of  Ceres,  Calif.,  at  the  home 
of  the  undersigned,  Aug.  31,  1941. — James  R.  Wine,  Empire,  Calif. 

Willoughby-Bulierbaugh. — William  George  Willoughby  of  Har- 
risonburg, Pa.,  and  Lena  Ethel  Butterbaugh  of  Maugansville, 
Md.,  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Broadfording,  Md.,  Aug. 
30,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — Samuel  D.  Lindsay,  Timberville, 
Va. 

Wise-Fike. — By  the  undersigned  in  the  Elizabethtown  church, 
Oct.  26,  1941,  Oscar  S.  Wise  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Lucille  V. 
Fike  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa. — M.  Clyde  Horst,  Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Bernard,  Minnie  Odell  Smith,  was  born  April  15,  1888,  in  Floyd 
County,  Va.,  near  Copper  Hill,  and  died  Nov.  9,  1941.  She  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Copper  Hill  church  about  thirty-four 
years  ago.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing  her  husband,  A.  L. 
Bernard,  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 
Copper  Hill  church  by  Eld.  I.  H.  Shaver,  assisted  by  the  writer. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Copper  Hill  cemetery. — Oscar  R.  Fike, 
Airpoint,    Va. 

Davis,  Edith  R.,  died  in  the  hospital  near  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Nov.  2, 
1941,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  four  months  and  ten  days.  Death 
came  as  the  result  of  a  lingering  illness  of  nine  years.  She  is 
•survived  by  one  daughter  and  one  stepson.  Her  husband  pre- 
ceded her  in  death  several  years  ago.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  at  the  Myers  funeral  home  in  Mechanics- 
burg.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Mechanicsburg  cemetery. — 
J.  Lloyd  Nedrow,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 

Deity,  Frances  Mae,  a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Malinda  Boyer, 
■was  born  near  Bradford,  Ohio,  Aug.  15,  1888,  and  spent  most  of 
"her  life  in  this  vicinity.  She  was  married  to  Arnel  Miller,  and 
a  son  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  them.  One  daughter 
followed  the  father  in  death  within  a  few  months  in  1919.  Later 
she  became  the  wife  of  Roy  Deity,  and  one  son  was  born  to 
them.  Sister  Deity  was  active  in  church  work  when  health  per- 
mitted, and  her  quiet,  efficient  manner  caused  her  efforts  to 
be  highly  valued  by  her  associates.  She  passed  into  her  spiritual 
reward  on  Oct.  11,  1941.  Her  husband,  two  sons,  a  daughter,  a 
grandchild  and  three  sisters  will  cherish  her  memory  through 
their  lives.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Bradford  church  by 
Elders  C.  F.  McKee  and  G.  E.  Weaver.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  Harris  Creek  cemetery. — J.  E.  Overholser,  Bradford,  Ohio. 

Harmon,  Susie  E.  Smith,  was  born  Mar.  27,  1858,  at  Beaver 
Creek,  Md.,  where  she  spent  the  early  part  of  her  life.  On  Dec. 
5,  1878,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cornelius  E.  Smith.  One 
daughter  was  born  to  this  union.  In  1889  they  moved  to  Polo, 
111.,  where  she  lived  for  seventeen  years.  On  Dec.  24,  1906,  her 
husband  passed  away  very  suddenly,  and  her  daughter  followed 
Tiim  in  five  years.  Later  she  moved  to  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  and 
-was  married  to  John  H.  Smith.  After  living  there  fifteen  years 
they  came  to  La  Verne,  Calif.,  where  her  husband  died  Nov.  11, 
1924.  Later  she  was  married  to  John  E.  Harmon,  who  passed 
away  Oct.  2,  1929.  Eight  years  ago  her  sister  from  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  came  to  live  with  her.  After  a  short  illness  she  passed  away 
on  Oct.  19,  1941.  Those  surviving  are  her  sister,  two  stepsons 
and  several  other  relatives.  She  had  been  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  fourteen  years  of  age.  The 
funeral  was  conducted  by  Brethren  Harry  E.  Thomas  and  Fred 
A.  Flora.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Evergreen  cemetery  at  La 
Verne. — Harry  E.  Thomas,  Pomona,  Calif. 

Hoover,  Clyde,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1882,  and  departed  this  life 
on  Oct.  8,  1941.  Death  came  suddenly  as  the  result  of  a  heart 
attack.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Fannie  Bowman  on  Nov. 
14,  1902.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  five  of  whom, 
■with  the  mother  and  a  host  of  friends,  survive.  For  many  years 
Bro.  Hoover  served  in  the  deacon's  office.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  character,  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Services  were  conducted  at  the  Wakenda  church  by  the  under- 
signed, assisted  by  Eld.  E.  W.  Mason.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
cemetery    near   by. — Oscar    Early,    Stet,    Mo. 

Keller,  Levi,  was  born  near  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Jan.  15,  1852,  and 
passed  away  Oct.  21,  1941,  at  the  home  of  his  son  at  Mount  Mor- 
ris, 111.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Kurtz  of  Mor- 
gantown.  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1873.  It  was  their  privilege  to  live  to- 
gether sixty-four  happy  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
about  four  years  ago.  Their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  who  passed  away  in  1905.  Surviving  are  also  two 
brothers  and  a  sister,  six  grandchildren  and  one  great-grand- 
child. Bro.  Keller  was  a  quiet,  sincere  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  for  sixty-eight  years,  always  devoted  and  faith- 
ful to  the  church  and  her  work.  The  funeral  services  were  held 
at  Mount  Morris,  111.,  in  charge  of  Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler,  and 
also  at  Morgantown,  Pa.,  in  charge  of  Bro.  James  M.  Moore.  In- 
terment was  made  at  Morgantown,  Pa. — Foster  B.  Statler,  Mount 
Morris,  111. 


Kendall,  Winfield  W.,  was  born  near  Roseland,  Nebr.,  Mar.  23, 
1885,  and  passed  away  at  the  state  tuberculosis  hospital  near 
Kearney,  Nebr.,  Sept.  3,  1941.  With  the  exception  of  about  four 
years,  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
his  birth.  On  Feb.  21,  1912,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Stella 
Kistler.  Five  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  this  union; 
one  son  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  in  the  Mennonite  church,  and  interment 
was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — J.  J.  Tawzer,  Hastings,  Nebr. 

Pitzenbarger,  James  Harrison,  was  born  near  Franklin,  W.  Va., 
July  10,  1855,  and  passed  away  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Mt.  Solon,  Va.,  Oct.  28,  1941.  Grandpa,  as  we  all  knew  him,  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  thirty-three  years 
ago  and  remained  faithful  to  the  end.  His  place  at  church  was 
never  vacant  except  in  case  of  sickness.  His  wife,  Hannah  C. 
Rexroad  Pitzenbarger,  preceded  him  forty-five  years  ago.  He 
spent  the  last  sixteen  years  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Sister 
Elizabeth  Harper.  Besides  his  daughter,  he  is  survived  by  five 
sons,  four  sisters,  sixteen  grandchildren,  three  great-grandchil- 
dren and  a  host  of  friends  and  relatives.  The  funeral  was  con- 
ducted by  his  pastor,  Bro.  O.  S.  Miller,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  H. 
Zigler,  at  the  Moscow  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Burial  was  made 
in  the  Moscow  cemetery. — Verna  Z.  Sheetz,  Mt.  Solon,  Va. 

Rose,  Cathrine,  was  born  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Nov.  20,  1858, 
and  passed  into  eternity  on  Oct.  28,  1941.  She  was  married  to 
David  J.  Rose  on  Oct.  31,  1880.  The  couple  located  in  Rummel 
and  lived  in  this  vicinity  all  their  lives.  On  Dec.  21,  1913,  her 
husband  passed  into  the  spirit  world  and  in  1918  two  sons  fol- 
lowed him.  Mother  Rose  raised  her  seven  children  in  the  old- 
fashioned  virtues  of  honesty,  industry,  thrift  and  sobriety.  When 
perplexing  problems  of  sickness  arose  in  the  home,  she  drew  on 
the  resources  of  her  maternal  instinct  and  her  sound  common 
sense.  She  covenanted  with  her  Lord  to  live  the  full  life  at  the 
age  of  twenty  and  was  received  into  membership  in  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  baptism  being  administered  by  the  late  Eld. 
Hiram  Musselman.  It  is  a  source  of  comfort  to  record  that  she 
always  proved  faithful  to  her  baptismal  vows.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful attendant  at  church  services  as  long  as  health  permitted.  In 
Sunday-school  attendance  she  had  a  perfect  record  for  at  least 
two  decades.  In  Bible  reading  she  compiled  an  enviable  record. 
She  read  the  entire  book  a  number  of  times.  The  reading  of  the 
Bible  was  a  daily  source  of  comfort  and  joy  to  her.  She  also 
delighted  in  reading  the  Gospel  Messenger.  She  supported  the 
church  program  financially  until  her  final  illness.  Mother  Rose  is 
survived  by  one  daughter  and  four  sons,  nine  grandchildren  and 
eight  great-grandchildren.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
on  Oct.  31  in  the  Rummel  church  by  Pastor  W.  K.  Kulp,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Shilling,  pastor  of  the  Davidsville  Lutheran 
church.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Berkey  cemetery. — L.  D.  Rose, 
Windber,   Pa. 

Spurgeon,  George  William,  son  of  Wilson  and  Mary  Ames 
Spurgeon,  was  born  near  Lawshe,  Ohio,  on  Oct.  28,  1864,  and 
passed  quietly  away  on  Nov.  5,  1941.  On  Jan.  2,  1890,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Saloma  Ellen  Johnstone  and  to  this  union 
two  children  were  born.  His  wife  died  eight  years  after  their 
marriage.  Later  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Belle  Tolle,  who 
passed  away  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Spurgeon  was  a  member  of 
the  May  Hill  Church  of  the  Brethren  all  his  life.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  May  Hill  church  by  the  undersigned. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  May  Hill  cemetery. — Paul  J.  Wright, 
Peebles,  Ohio. 

Stinebaugh,  Lora  V.,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  J.  and  Sarah 
Flora,  was  born  near  Flora,  Ind.,  on  Mar.  7,  1876.  She  passed 
away  at  the  family  residence  on  Nov.  5,  1941.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jerome  J.  Stinebaugh,  who,  with  one  daughter, 
one  granddaughter,  a  brother,  and  a  large  host  of  friends,  sur- 
vives. She  had  been  a  member  of  the  Flora  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  many  years.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  local 
church  on  Nov.  7  with  the  pastor,  Bro.  Ray  E.  Zook,  officiating. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  Maple  Lawn  cemetery. — Mrs.  E.  H.  Bru- 
baker,  Flora,  Ind. 

Surber,  Olis  Irene,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Hem- 
merich,  was  born  Nov.  18,  1922,  and  was  called  to  make  her  home 
in  heaven  on  Nov.  4,  1941.  On  May  29,  1933,  she  was  baptized 
into  the  church  by  Bro.  Edward  Miller.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Russell  Surber  on  Dec.  14,  1940,  and  to  this  union  was 
born  one  daughter.  After  walking  for  only  nine  months  Olis  was 
stricken  with  infantile  paralysis.  Although  she  was  never  able 
to  walk  again  without  the  support  of  braces,  she  bore  her  afflic- 
tion with  patience,  and  trusted  in  Jesus.  The  smile  she  had  for 
everyone  helped  many  when  they  thought  they  had  burdens  too 
great  to  bear.  She  brought  much  sunshine  into  the  home.  She 
leaves  to  mourn  her  departure  a  devoted  husband,  a  daughter, 
her  parents,  five  brothers,  a  grandfather  and  grandmother  and 
a  host  of  relatives  and  friends. — Mrs.  Wilbur  C.  Bright,  Brook- 
ville,   Ohio. 

Turner,  Myrtle,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Kans.,  Mar.  21, 
1880,  and  died  Nov.  4,  1941,  at  a  hospital  in  Lawrence,  Kans.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  G.  and  Margaret  May  Bittenbender 
Plake.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  James  F.  Turner  on  Mar. 
14,  1900.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  children.  Mrs.  Turner 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Appanoose  over  thirty- 
years  ago.  She  will  be  remembered  for  her  many  kind  and  help- 
ful deeds,  for  she  was  truly  a  neighbor  to  those  who  had  need. 
She   is   survived   by   her   husband,    six   daughters,   two   sons,   six 
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grandchildren,  her  aged  foster  mother,  whom  she  cared  for 
many  years,  one  brother,  one  half  brother  and  two  half  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  held  on  Nov.  6  at  the  Lamb  funeral  home 
in  Ottawa,  Kans.,  conducted  by  Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie  of  Morrill, 
Kans.,  assisted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  High- 
land (Cemetery  near   Ottawa. — J.   M.   Ward,  Pomona,   Kans. 

Waller,  Lloyd,  was  born  near  Claysbui'g,  Pa.,  Oct.  13,  1866,  and 
died  July  5,  1941,  following  a  few  months'  illness.  He  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Catherine  Musselman  Walter  and  was  the  last 
member  of  his  immediate  family.  Bro.  Walter  was  a  lumberman 
and  spent  all  of  his  active  years  in  the  lumber  business.  Upon 
retiring  he  made  his  home  with  his  nephew  in  Claysburg.  Since 
uniting  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  about  twenty  years  ago, 
he  has  been  a  faithful  -member,  attending  services  regularly  and 
in  his  own  quiet  way  supporting  the  church  in  all  its  activities. 
Only  a  few  months  before  his  death  he  donated  the  money  to 
buy  the  carpet  for  the  Lower  Claar  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Lower  Claar  church,  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  I. 
Pepple  of  Woodbury,  Pa.,  and  Bro.  C.  L.  Cox  of  Claysburg,  Pa. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery.  The  community 
has  lost  a  respected  citizen  and  the  church  an  ardent  supporter. 
—Lena  M.   Helsel,   Claysburg,   Pa. 

Whilmore,  John  Henry,  departed  this  life  on  Oct.  5,  1941,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  near  Lewistown,  Md.  He  was  aged  eighty-six 
years,  three  months  and  twenty-eight  days.  He  was  born  and 
lived  his  entire  life  in  that  community.  Bro.  Whitmore  had  been 
in  failing  health  for  six  years  and  for  the  past  two  years  was 
confined  to  his  bed  most  of  the  time.  He  bore  his  affliction  with 
that  quiet  and  unfailing  patience  which  characterized  his  entire 
life.  He  had  been  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  about  fifty  years  and  a  regular  attendant  at  church  serv- 
ices as  long  as  health  would  permit.  In  the  horse  and  buggy 
days  Bro.  Whitmore  and  his  faithful  wife,  who  preceded  him 
twenty-five  years  ago,  with  their  family  of  seven  children,  drove 
regularly  to  the  Rocky  Ridge  church,  a  distance  of  about  nine 
miles.  He  is  survived  by  six  sons  and  one  daughter,  one  sister, 
fourteen  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Rocky  Ridge  church  on  Oct.  8  in  charge 
of  Eld.  E.  P.  Schildt,  assisted  by  Elders  Charles  A.  Stover  and 
S.  R.  Weybright.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. 
—Elsie   A.   Eigenbrode,    Rocky   Ridge,   Md. 

Wineland,  Christian  B.,  died  at  his  home  in  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Oct.  23,  1941,  from  paralysis.  He  was  born  at  Fredericksburg  on 
May  1,  1873,  the  son  of  John  L.  and  Mary  Burket  Wineland.  He 
was  a  retired  shopman  of  the  B.  &  O.  railroad.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  first  wife  being  deceased.  He  is  survived  by  his 
second  wife,  Mrs.  Mae  Hill  Wineland,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, a  number  of  grandchildren,  four  brothers  and  two  sisters. 
Mr.  Wineland  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Martinsburg,  Pa.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  home 
on  Oct.  25. — Mrs.  Ray  Miller,  Martinsburg,  Pa. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 

Paradise.— On  Oct.  20,  1941,  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Paradise  was  officially  organized  with  thirty-one  charter  mem- 
bers. Brethren  Paul  Studebaker  of  Modesto,  C.  H.  Cameron  of 
Waterford  and  Floyd  A.  Yearout  of  Fresno  made  up  the  offici- 
ating committee.  The  church  has  been  a  mission  point  for  two 
years  under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  Lenn  W.  Smith.  At  the  or- 
ganization Bro.  Smith  was  officially  elected  to  serve  as  pastor 
for  an  indefinite  time.  There  is  a  spirit  of  complete  unity  and 
co-operation  and  we  feel  that  there  is  a  wonderful  future  for  the 
church.  Work  will  be  started  at  once  on  the  basement  of  the 
new  church,  which  will  be  erected  on  property  bought  for  that 
purpose.  It  will  be  known  as  the  Pine  Grove  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  We  are  happy  to  have  Bro.  Joseph  Stephens  and  wife 
of  Hermosa  Beach  and  Bro.  J.  J.  Reppert  and  wife  of  Stockton 
as  new  members.  Both  have  purchased  property  and  expect  to 
live  here  permanently. — Mrs.  A.  Dollack,  Chico,  Calif.,  Nov.  7. 

Illinois 

Chicago,  Douglas  Park. — The  month  of  October  brought  a  re- 
newed interest  in  our  church.  The  ladies  held  a  quilting  on  the 
first  Thursday  and  enjoyed  a  potluck  dinner  at  noon.  Ten  of 
our  women  made  the  trip  to  Franklin  Grove  and  enjoyed  the 
fine  program  at  the  women's  work  conference.  The  rally  day 
and  home-coming,  which  was  held  Oct.  12,  was  a  blessing  to  the 
whole  church.  Many  old  friends  and  members  were  present 
and  Bro.  White  read  many  messages  received  from  others  who 
could  not  attend.  Eld.  W.  W.  Slabaugh  delivered  a  splendid 
sermon  at  the  morning  service.  A  bountiful  basket  dinner  was 
served  at  noon.  In  the  afternoon  the  choir,  under  the  direction 
of  Bro.  Henry  Pederson,  gave  a  fine  musical  program.  Many 
stayed  for  the  evening  service,  which  was  in  charge  of  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  Bro.  Peter  Kaufman  had  charge  of  the  devotions  and  Bro. 
Ziegler  of  Bethany  Seminary  gave  a  fine  talk.  The  new  officers 
were  installed  at  the  close  of  the  program.  Many  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  the  ministerial  conference  held  at  Bethany  Sem- 
inary. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  27.  Brethren  Fred  Dean 
and  David  Ensign  assisted  our  pastor  at  this  service.  The 
Hastings  Street  church  united  with  us  and  we  all  received  a 
blessing.    The  Halloween  season  brought  a  series  of  parties.    Bro. 


David  Ensign  has  charge  of  the  young  people's  group  each  Sat- 
urday night  at  the  church.  Ping-pong  and  other  games  and 
activities  are  enjoyed.  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  was  a  visitor  at 
our  church  last  Sunday  morning  and  delivered  an  inspiring  ser- 
mon. In  the  evening  Eld.  Slabaugh  began  his  class  on  How  the 
New  Testament  Was  Written.  The  adults  are  looking  forward  to 
a  series  of  interesting  lessons  in  this  class.  Many  of  us  attended 
the  supper  which  was  given  by  the  Bethany  Hospital  group  at 
the  Bethany  Seminary  gymnasium  this  last  Thursday  night.  Our 
pastor,  Bro.  Roy  White,  gave  a  fine  talk  on  "100%"  to  a  temper- 
ance group  at  the  First  church  this  week,  and  he  has  been  bring- 
ing us  many  excellent  sermons. — Berniece  Pfolsgrof,  Chicago, 
111.,   Nov.    7. 

Hurricane  Creek. — We  met  in  council  meeting  on  Oct.  25  with 
Eld.  D.  L.  Blickenstaff  presiding.  Bro.  Arthur  Dooly  was  elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  By  unanimous  vote  Bro.  Ausby 
Swinger  was  retained  as  our  pastor  for  another  year.  On  Oct.  15 
we  served  lunch  at  the  community  sale  at  Greenville,  111.,  and 
cleared  about  $14.  The  aid  society  made  three  comforters  and 
sent  them  to  Camp  Lagro.  Brother  and  Sister  Swinger  attended 
the  ministerial  conference  at  Bethany  Seminary  Oct.  20-23.  On 
Nov.  2  the  representatives  of  men's  work,  women's  work,  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  children's  work,  had  charge  of  the  evening  serv- 
ice.— Martha    Dooly,    Vandalia,    111.,    Nov.    10. 

Indiana 

North  Liberty. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  1. 
Bro.  Charles  Cripe  was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro.  Ervin  Weaver, 
who  has  served  so  faithfully  as  pastor  for  the  past  three  years, 
was  retained  for  another  year;  Orville  Houser  was  elected  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  Hattie  Weaver  is  president  of  the 
ladies'  aid.  They  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  for  Bethany  Hos- 
pital and  did  some  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross.  Our  harvest  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Sept.  14  with  Bro.  Leonard  Lowe  of  Bethany 
Seminary  as  the  guest  speaker.  A  group  of  Bethany  students 
furnished  special  music.  The  young  people  are  sponsoring  a 
three-year  project  of  landscaping  the  church  lawn,  and  have  the 
foundation  and  tree  planting  finished.  Bro.  Earl  Kime  was 
called  to  Camp  Lagro  on  Sept.  18.  About  seventy-five  members 
and  friends  enjoyed  a  wiener  and  marshmallow  roast  at  the 
home  of  our  pastor  on  Sept.  19.  A  grocery  shower  for  them  was 
included.  A  group  Sunday-school  meeting  was  held  at  our 
church  on  Sept.  21.  The  young  people  sponsored  a  temperance 
program  on  Oct.  19.  We  purchased  new  Brethren  Hymnals  for 
the  church.  Our  two  weeks'  revival  meetings  began  on  Oct.  20 
with  Bro.  Howard  Kreider  of  Milford  as  evangelist.  He  gave 
inspiring  messages  at  each  service.  Bro.  Arthur  Showalter  of 
South  Bend  directed  the  music.  Our  communion  service  was 
held  on  Nov.  3. — Anna  Steele,  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  Nov.  6. 

Santa  Fe. — Bro.  Ira  Arnold  and  wife  were  with  us  recently  and 
gave  a  splendid  program  in  art  and  music.  On  Oct.  15  Bro.  B.  D. 
Hirt  of  the  Buffalo  church,  Ind.,  came  to  assist  us  in  a  revival 
meeting.  He  gave  us  twelve  power/ul  messages  and  the  church 
seemed  much  uplifted  and  took  on  new  life.  On  Oct.  27  we  held 
our  communion  service.  The  visiting  brethren  were  Charles  R. 
Oberlin  of  Peru,  Ind.,  and  T.  A.  Shively  and  Milo  Huffman  of  the 
Pipe  Creek  church;  our  home  brethren  were  P.  E.  Coblentz,  F.  P. 
Hostetler,  and  Claude  Wolf.  Bro.  Huffman  officiated.  One  mem- 
ber has  been  received  by  letter  since  our  revival.  The  church 
has  decided  to  have  the  home-coming  and  Thanksgiving  meeting 
on  Nov.  30  with  Bro.  Otho  Winger  of  North  Manchester  as  the 
guest  speaker.  All  those  who  ever  attended  services  here  in  for- 
mer years  are  cordially  invited  to  be  with  us;  we  will  serve  a 
basket  dinner;  all  are  welcome  to  attend  this  meeting  and  wor- 
ship with  us. — Dossie  Webb  Fewell,  Bunker  Hill,  Ind.,  Nov.  10. 

South  Whitley. — Our  church  met  in  regular  council  on  Aug.  27 
with  our  elder,  Bro.  E.  H.  Gilbert,  presiding.  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Homer 
Studebaker  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
Bro.  Paul  Kendall  was  elected  pastor  for  another  year.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  having  our  church  redecorated  in  the  near 
future.  Our  annual  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  15  at  the  close 
of  a  two  weeks'  revival  service  conducted  by  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry. 
Two  united  with  the  church.  A  new  Sunday-school  class  for 
young  married  couples  has  been  started  this  month.  On  Oct.  12 
the  delegates  to  the  district  conference  at  Monticello  gave  their 
reports  to  the  entire  church.  Our  mixed  chorus  has  decided  to 
have  regular  practices  during  the  winter.  The  president  of  the 
ladies'  aid  for  the  year  is  Mrs.  Fred  Shorb.  Our  women  sent  one 
kit  to  Camp  Lagro.  We  will  hold  our  annual  family  night  dur- 
ing the  Thanksgiving  season. — Mrs.  Paul  Kendall,  South  Whitley, 
Ind.,    Oct.    31. 

Iowa 

Garrison. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  14  and  elected  officers 
for  the  new  year.  During  the  past  year  we  have  remodeled  our 
house  of  worship.  A  furnace  with  a  forced  air  system  was  in- 
stalled and  six  classrooms  and  a  balcony  were  built.  The  men 
of  the  church  have  donated  all  the  labor.  We  have  spent  about 
$1,000  for  materials  and  are  out  of  debt  for  all  that  has  been 
done  so  far.  We  have  also  purchased  a  new  hardwood  floor  and 
new  ceiling  and  plan  to  put  them  on  as  soon  as  the  farmers  are 
able  to  help  again.  When  it  is  all  completed  we  expect  to  hold 
a  rededication  service.  We  wish  to  thank  our  nonresident  friends 
who  assisted  us  in  a  financial  way.  About  $100  was  mailed  to  us 
by  former  members  and  friends  who  have  moved  away  and  who 


28 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— November  29,  1941 


were  interested  in  helping  us  in  this  program.  We  hope  that  all 
our  friends  will  be  able  to  come  and  worship  with  us  when  we 
hold  our  rededication  and  home-coming.  The  ladies'  quartet 
from  McPherson  College  gave  us  a  program  this  summer.  In 
October  Kurtis  Naylor  brought  us  a  message  on  Peace.  Our 
church  was  represented  at  each  of  the  three  camps  this  summer, 
and  at  district  meeting.  Following  camp  we  met  in  the  open 
air  one  evening  for  a  campfire  and  reports  from  camp.  On 
Sept.  21  we  went  to  a  neighboring  woods  to  hold  our  Sunday- 
school  and  church  service  in  the  open  air,  after  which  we  en- 
joyed a  picnic  dinner.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  Nov.  23 
at  7:00  p.  m—  Mrs.  U.  H.  Hoefle,  Vinton,  Iowa,  Nov.   1. 

Iowa  River. — We  met  in  semiannual  council  with  our  elder, 
Bro.  G.  W.  Keedy,  in  charge,  and  elected  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers.  Bro.  Keedy  was  re-elected  elder  and  Bro.  Elroy 
Youker  was  retained  as  Sunday-school  superintendent.  It  was 
decided  to  assume  the  responsibility  for  one  half  of  the  support 
of  Sister  Mary  Dadisman,  who  recently  sailed  for  Africa.  The 
budget  for  the  year  was  presented  and  accepted.  Oct.  19  was 
known  as  enlistment  Sunday;  Sister  Eby  brought  the  message 
of  the  hour  on  Investment,  then  all  were  given  the  opportunity 
to  bring  their  pledge  for  the  local  church  budget.  The  budget 
was  met  and  our  financial  needs  will  be  cared  for  for  another 
year.  In  the  evening  of  Oct.  19  we  observed  our  fall  love  feast 
with  a  large  crowd  and  a  very  spiritual  service.  On  Oct.  14 
the  County  Council  of  Prevention  of  War  met  with  us  with  Rev. 
Cox  of  the  Friends  church  bringing  a  message  on  Pacifism  Inter- 
preted in  Life.  The  men's  work  sponsored  family  night  on  Oct. 
21  with  Bro.  Homer  Caskey  of  South  English  as  guest  speaker; 
his  message  on  Patience  was  very  helpful.  The  various  depart- 
ments of  the  church  are  active  and  moving  onward.  The  young 
people's  group,  under  the  leadership  of  Ota  Lee  Russell,  is 
having  helpful  discussions  on  The  Church.  The  women  of  the 
church  canned  over  100  quarts  of  fruits  and  vegetables  for 
Bethany  Hospital.  They  also  wound  about  fourteen  pounds  of 
bandages  for  Sister  Mary  Dadisman  to  take  with  her  to  Africa. 
The  men  are  sponsoring  the  Thanksgiving  offering  and  will  have 
charge  of  the  morning  church  service  on  Nov.  16,  when  the 
Thanksgiving  offering  will  be  lifted. — Ruth  Dadisman,  Marshall- 
town,  Iowa,  Nov.  8. 

Kansas 

Prairie  View. — We  met  in  council  with  Eld.  E.  F.  Weaver  of 
Haxtun,  Colo.,  presiding,  since  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  E.  Crist,  passed 
away  recently.  Bro.  H.  D.  Michael  of  St.  John,  Kans.,  was 
elected  elder  for  the  coming  year  and  Sister  Emma  Cheney 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Beginning  on  Oct.  12  Bro.  Weav- 
er conducted  two  weeks  of  revival  meetings  and  he  remained  for 
our  love  feast  on  Oct.  27,  which  was  quite  well  attended.  We  are 
expecting  a  gospel  team  from  McPherson  College  to  be  with  us 
on  Nov.  23;  we  will  have  an  all-day  program  with  a  basket  din- 
ner.— Minnie  Dague,   Scott  City,   Kans.,   Nov.   5. 

Salem. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  14  and  elected  officers  for 
the  coming  year.  The  Sunday-school  superintendent  elected  was 
Fred  Cline.  The  district  meeting  of  Southwestern  Kansas  was 
held  at  our  church  Oct.  17-20.  Our  new  elder,  Bro.  Clinton  I. 
Weber  of  Hutchinson,  acted  as  our  host,  a  kindness  which  we 
appreciated  very  much.  During  the  meeting  many  splendid 
talks  were  given.  On  Sunday  morning  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  our  missionary  who  is  supported  by  this  district,  Bro. 
Frank  Crumpacker;  he  gave  us  an  interesting  and  inspiring  talk 
of  his  work  in  China,  after  which  a  missionary  offering  was  taken 
which  amounted  to  more  than  $100.  Mrs.  Crumpacker  gave  an 
interesting  talk  to  the  women  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  showed 
pictures  of  the  girls'  schools  in  China  and  their  work  there. 
During  the  meeting  the  meals  were  served  by  the  church,  and 
all  profits,  which  will  amount  to  about  $40,  will  be  sent  to  the 
Civilian  Service  camp  at  Magnolia,  Ark.  During  the  summer 
months  our  church  basement  was  redecorated  and  the  parsonage 
painted;  also  an  electric  water  pump  was  installed  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  church.  We  have  secured  the  services  of  Richard 
A.  Burger,  a  student  in  McPherson  College,  as  pastor  for  the  time 
being.  He  has  been  delivering  excellent  sermons.  The  ladies' 
aid  has  sent  two  packets  to  Camp  Magnolia,  has  made  and  re- 
paired over  100  articles  of  clothing,  which  were  sent  for  war  re- 
lief, and  has  quilted  several  quilts. — Mrs.  Fred  Cline,  Nickerson, 
Kans.,  Nov.   10. 

Maryland 

Locust  Grove. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  25  with  150 
communing.  The  visiting  ministers  were  Brethren  Ralph  E. 
Shober,  William  Kinsey  and  Elmer  P.  Schildt.  Bro.  Shober 
preached  in  the  afternoon  and  Bro.  Kinsey  officiated  in  the  eve- 
ning at  the  love  feast.  Bro.  Frank  Williar  preached  on  Sunday 
morning  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  Our  council  meeting 
was  held  one  week  previous  to  the  love  feast. — B.  R.  Purdum,  Mt. 
Airy,  Md.,  Oct.  31. 

Monocacy. — On  Oct.  12  Eld.  D.  O.  Metz,  the  oldest  minister  in 
the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland,  visited  our  congregation.  He 
was  present  in  the  morning  at  our  regular  service  when  Bro. 
S.  R.  Weybright  preached.  In  the  evening  Bro.  Metz  gave  the 
message.  During  the  last  week  in  October  our  home  ministers 
conducted  a  series  of  three  meetings  prior  to  our  love  feast. 
On  Oct.  29  Eld.  Charles  A.  Stover  gave  the  message;  Oct.  30,  Bro. 
S.  R.  Weybright,  and  Oct.  31,  Eld.  E.  P.  Schildt.  These  meet- 
ings were  well  attended  and  we  feel  will  be  a  help  to  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  church.    As  an  immediate  result  four  souls  were  added 
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to  the  church.  On  Nov.  2  Eld.  Stover  preached  the  examination 
sermon.  Following  this  service  baptism  was  performed.  On 
Sunday  evening  a  large  crowd  assembled  for  our  regular  fall 
love  feast.  Eld.  Harry  Rowland  from  Middle  Maryland  offici- 
ated. Other  visiting  ministers  were  Elders  William  Baker,  Wal- 
ter Thomas  and  Walter  Keeney. — Elsie  A.  Eigenbrode,  Rocky 
Ridge,   Md.,  Nov.   8. 

Weslernport. — On  Sept.  7  a  special  council  was  called  when 
Bro.  Deardorff,  the  church  architect,  was  here  to  look  over  our 
ground  and  help  make  plans  for  a  new  church.  This  was  an  in- 
teresting meeting.  Bro.  Deardorff  gave  us  a  beautiful  picture 
of  a  new  church  for  $12,000,  and  we  are  working  towards  this 
goal.  All  donations  are  very  much  appreciated.  We  are  badly 
in  need  of  more  room  for  our  work  here.  Work  will  start  as 
soon  as  three  fourths  of  the  amount  is  raised  in  cash,  labor  or 
material.  On  Sept.  15  the  M.  H.  H.  circle  met  in  their  regular 
monthly  meeting  to  finish  all  business  and  to  elect  new  officers 
for  the  coming  year.  Mrs.  Ervin  Marsh  is  the  new  president. 
It  was  decided  to  change  the  name  of  the  organization  back  to 
the  ladies'  aid.  Our  two  weeks'  meeting,  which  was  conducted 
by  Bro.  Ernest  Muntzing,  closed  on  Sept.  28.  Bro.  Muntzing's 
inspiring  and  Spirit-filled  messages  were  enjoyed  and  appreci- 
ated by  a  full  house  every  evening.  Twenty  were  baptized,  three 
await  the  rite,  and  twenty-five  were  reconsecrated.  On  Sept.  30 
we  held  our  fall  council  and  elected  officers.  Bro.  Foster  Bit- 
tinger  is  our  elder.  We  decided  to  make  a  canvass  of  our  mem- 
bership and  see  what  could  be  done  in  making  a  budget  for  rais- 
ing money  for  the  new  church.  On  Oct.  3  Sister  Anna  Hutch- 
ison was  with  us  and  gave  a  splendid  talk  on  her  work  in  China. 
On  Oct.  5  we  held  our  fall  love  feast  with  Brethren  Foster  Bit- 
tinger,  Arthur  Scrogum  and  John  Grim  officiating.  One  hundred 
nineteen  communed,  making  the  largest  attendance  at  com- 
munion that  we  have  ever  had.  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  was  with 
us  Oct.  10-12  and  we  enjoyed  her  services  very  much.  Begin- 
ning on  Oct.  1,  we  reorganized  our  Sunday  school,  changing 
some  of  the  classes,  renaming  some,  and  adding  a  superintendent 
of  the  children's  department.  Mrs.  Dorsey  Rogers  is  the  general 
superintendent.  We  are  happy  to  see  our  Sunday  school  grow- 
ing in  spirit  and  numbers.  Bro.  Bittinger,  our  pastor,  was  away 
holding  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  Beaver  Run.  In  his  absence 
Sister  Pearl  Boor  had  charge  of  the  services  on  Oct.  19,  both  in 
the  morning  and  evening,  and  on  Oct.  26  Bro.  I.  G.  Michael,  a 
retired  Methodist  minister,  had  charge  of  the  morning  service, 
and  Bro.  John  Grim  of  Frostburg,  the  evening  service. — Mrs.  R.  F. 
DeVore,  Westernport,  Md.,  Nov.   11. 

Michigan 

Pontiac. — We  met  in  council  meeting  on  Sept.  21  with  Eld. 
L.  W.  Shafer  in  charge.  Two  new  deacons  were  elected:  Breth- 
ren Galen  Joseph  and  John  Miller.  Bro.  Harvey  Hostetler  of 
Detroit  took  charge  of  this  part  of  the  service.  The  new  Sunday- 
school  and  church  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  The 
men  of  the  church  have  succeeded  in  putting  new  ceiling  and 
lights  in  the  auditorium  and  classrooms  of  the  church.  They 
are  now  planning  to  put  a  new  ceiling  in  the  basement.  The 
ladies  washed  the  painted  walls.  Our  field  worker,  Bro.  Perry 
Hoover,  and  wife  spent  three  days  in  Pontiac  Oct.  17-19.  On 
the  first  evening  we  had  a  fellowship  supper,  on  Saturday  eve- 
ning a  teachers'  and  workers'  meeting,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
he  gave  us  a  splendid  sermon.  We  enjoyed  their  visit  very  much. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  making  comforters  for  the  Civilian  Public  Serv- 
ice camps.  They  are  also  sewing  on  Red  Cross  'work.  We  are 
planning  to  have  our  fall  love  feast  on  Nov.  16. — Mrs.  Allen  Ebey, 
Pontiac,   Mich.,   Nov.    10. 

Woodland. — Our  services  are  moving  along  nicely  under  the 
leadership  of  our  full-time  pastor,  Bro.  A.  L.  Dodge,  and  wife, 
who  began  their  work  here  Sept.  7.  The  members  and  friends 
enjoyed  a  potluck  dinner  and  social  time  on  the  following  Sun- 
day in  honor  of  Bro.  H.  V.  Townsend  and  wife,  who  have  faith- 
fully carried  on  the  work,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Dodge,  who 
take  up  the  work.  The  Sunday  school  was  reorganized  on  Oct. 
1.  The  ladies  did  some  canning  for  the  Civilian  Service  camps. 
The  joint  Bible  institute  was  held  in  our  church  Oct.  10-12.  The 
speakers   were   Brethren    R.    H.    Miller   and    Edward    Frantz.     A 
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good  representation  from  the  other  churches  was  present,  and 
the  lessons  presented  were  timely  and  helpful.  A  group  of 
young  men  from  Camp  Stronach  visited  our  church  recently  and 
presented  a  service.  Our  communion  date  has  been  set  for  the 
Saturday  evening  following  Thanksgiving.  Our  revival  meeting 
will  be  held  in  January. — Mrs.  Homer  Rowlader,  Woodland, 
Mich.,  Nov.   10. 

Minnesota 
Minneapolis. — In  August  J.  H.  Fleming  of  Minneapolis  preached 
for  us  several  Sundays  until  Bro.  Stanley  Keller  of  Bethany 
Seminary  came  to  serve  as  our  pastor.  His  sermons  are  good  and 
we  feel  some  definite  work  has  begun.  A  committee  was  formed 
to  work  out  plans  to  create  a  larger  degree  of  interest.  On  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month  the  men  meet  to  discuss  needs  and  to 
plan  a  constructive  program  which  will  further  Christ's  king- 
dom. On  Nov.  3  our  elder,  Bro.  Tannreuther,  was  with  us  and 
we  held  our  quarterly  council  meeting.  The  various  treasurers 
gave  their  reports,  which  show  a  steady  gain.  The  interior  of  the 
parsonage  is  being  redecorated.  The  ladies'  aid  continues  its 
meetings  and  work.  The  mothers  and  daughters  meet  once  a 
month  and  are  contributing  to  worthy  causes.  The  men's  group 
is  active  and  eager  to  do  any  constructive  work  they  find.  On 
Nov.  9  Bro.  Keller  conducted  an  anointing  service  for  one  of  our 
sick  brethren.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  love  feast,  which 
will  be  held  in  the  near  future. — E.  D.  Blocher,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  Nov.  11. 

Missouri 

Bethany. — On  Aug.  14  quite  a  number  of  our  members  at- 
tended the  district  rally  for  men  and  women  at  Excelsior  Springs, 
Mo.  We  were  very  happy  to  have  Bro.  Lewis  Naylor  and  fam- 
ily with  us  on  Aug.  17.  Bro.  Naylor  was  pastor  here  about  fif- 
teen years  ago.  We  had  a  basket  dinner  at  the  church  in  their 
honor.  Bro.  Sherfy  taught  two  classes  in  the  young  people's 
camp.  This  makes  the  fifth  successive  summer  he  has  been  at 
one  of  the  Brethren  camps  as  teacher.  The  young  people  held 
an  ice-cream  social  to  help  pay  the  camp  expenses  for  three  girls. 
During  our  revival  meeting  Brother  and  Sister  Sherfy  took  the 
evangelists,  Brother  and  Sister  G.  G.  Canfield,  to  many  homes  of 
the  aged,  shut-in  and  sick.  Over  100  calls  were  made.  Three 
were  baptized  as  a  result  of  these  meetings.  The  ladies'  aid 
served  dinner  at  the  Norborne  fair  and  also  at  a  telephone  meet- 
ing. This  helped  out  very  much  financially.  The  delegates  to 
district  meeting  were  Mrs.  Grace  Hawkins  and  John  M.  Mason. 
The  ministerial  committee  was  authorized  to  secure  an  evange- 
list for  1942.  Brother  and  Sister  Azel  Miller  were  called  to  the 
deacon's  office.  We  held  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  2  with  Bro. 
Coppock   officiating. — Willa   Clemens,   Stet,   Mo.,  Nov.   6. 

North  St.  Joseph. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  12  with  Eld.  E.  O. 
Slater  in  charge.  Bro.  Lloyd  Slater  accepted  the  call  as  pastor 
of  our  church.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wolf  was  elected  Sunday-school  su- 
perintendent. Miss  Betty  DeShon  and  Bro.  Lloyd  Slater  were 
elected  delegates  to  our  district  meeting  held  at  the  Wakenda 
church  at  Hardin,  Mo.  On  Oct.  12  Bro.  Slater  called  the  young 
people  together  to  reorganize  their  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Marie  Cole  was 
elected  president  and  Bro.  Slater  adult  adviser.  The  young 
people  hold  meetings  every  Sunday  evening  and  are  studying 
the  history  of  our  church.  They  have  also  held  several  midweek 
meetings,  including  one  when  they  went  in  a  body  to  hear  E. 
Stanley  Jones  speak.  They  are  going  to  sponsor  a  chili  supper 
on  Nov.  28,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  donated  to  the  church. 
— Naomi  DeShon,   St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Nov.   10. 

Shoal  Creek. — The  regular  council  meeting  was  held  in  Sep- 
tember and  new  officers  for  the  following  year  were  elected. 
Bro.  Adkins  has  been  elected  as  elder  in  charge,  and  Bro.  Harve 
Harter  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  J.  H. 
Morris  of  Mountain  Grove,  Mo.,  began  a  meeting  on  Oct.  15.  He 
brought  some  good  messages  and  we  trust  much  good  seed  has 
been  sown.  Two  have  been  baptized  recently.  We  held  our 
love  feast  on  Oct.  25.  The  Sunday-school  attendance  is  good 
even  with  rainy  weather.  The  aid  is  busy  quilting. — Mrs.  Wil- 
bert  Erisman,  Fairview,   Mo.,  Nov.   10. 

Nebraska 

Aflon. — In  August  our  pastor,  Bro.  Wilber  R.  Hoover,  took  a 
short  leave  of  absence  and  visited  his  home  people  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. On  Oct.  9  Bro.  Hoover  was  installed  into  the  full  minis- 
try, with  Bro.  D.  G.  Wine  in  charge  of  the  service.  Bro.  Hoover 
was  our  delegate  to  the  district  conference  which  convened  at 
Omaha.  On  Nov.  9  we  had  our  church  council.  Bro.  Wine  was 
chosen  elder  for  another  year  and  Sara  Moore  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  Wednesday 
evening  before  Thanksgiving  Day.  A  Bible  study  class  will  be 
an  interesting  part  of  our  program  for  the  winter;  our  first 
meeting  will  be  on  Nov.  16  at  7:30  p.  m.  These  meetings  will  be 
held  in  the  homes. — Emily  D.  Moon,  Cambridge,  Nebr.,  Nov.  10. 

Ohio 

East  Chippewa. — Our  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance 
has  been  very  good  during  the  summer  months  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Bro.  Gordon  Lehman.  We  closed  the  year  with  an 
average  attendance  of  156  and  an  average  offering  of  $13.76. 
Twelve  members  have  a  record  of  being  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  for  the  year.  Fifty-four  were  at  Sunday  school  somewhere 
every  Sunday.  During  the  summer  we  enjoyed  a  splendid  re- 
vival meeting  with  Bro.  Rufus  Bucher  as  the  evangelist.     As  a 


result  of  his  efforts  twelve  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. Since  that  time  three  have  been  received  by  letter.  Pre- 
vious to  our  revival  we  enjoyed  Bro.  Kahle's  lectures  on  money 
management.  All  these  meetings  were  well  attended.  In  August 
Brother  and  Sister  John  Benner  celebrated  their  sixtieth  wed- 
ding anniversary.  The  church  presented  them  with  a  beautiful 
bedspread.  On  Sept.  21  our  cradle  roll  superintendent,  Sister 
Laura  Eberly,  put  on  a  very  impressive  program,  The  Gateway 
of  Tomorrow.  Five  children  were  promoted,  eighteen  remain  on 
the  roll  and  seven  babies  were  consecrated.  Installation  services 
for  all  Sunday-school  officers  were  held  on  Sept.  28.  Recently 
our  church  had  a  glimpse  into  the  Civilian  Service  camps  when 
the  young  people  of  the  Eastwood  church  showed  colored  slides 
from  some  of  the  camps.  So  far,  only  one  of  our  boys  has  been 
called  by  the  draft  board.  On  Oct.  26  we  held  our  fall  com- 
munion services.  Bro.  Dwight  Horner  preached  in  the  after- 
noon on  The  Meaning  of  Communion  and  officiated  at  the  eve- 
ning services  when  all  the  tables  were  filled  with  communicants. 
During  the  summer  the  aid  society  canned  264  quarts  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  for  Bethany  Hospital.  We  are  also  busy  sewing 
for  relief.  Since  Oct.  1,  1940,  we  have  made  165  new  pieces  of 
wearing  apparel  besides  some  bedding.  On  the  last  Sunday  of 
each  month  the  Sunday  school  takes  the  penny-a-meal  offering 
for  the  refugees.  At  our  October  business  meeting  the  member- 
ship voted  to  increase  our  pastor's  salary.  We  feel  that  we  have 
had  a  successful  year  and  trust  that  the  year  ahead  will  be  just 
as  successful. — Sarah  Blough,  Sterling,  Ohio,  Oct.  31. 

Pennsylvania 

Marsh  Creek. — Our  church  met  in  council  in  the  Marsh  Creek 
house  on  Sept.  13  with  Eld.  W.  G.  Group  presiding.  The  various 
officers  of  the  church  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Eld. 
C.  E.  Grapes  was  with  us  to  take  the  voice  of  the  church  for  a 
presiding  elder;  we  decided  to  retain  our  present  elder  for  an- 
other year.  Sister  W.  N.  Zobler  was  installed  to  the  office  of  an 
elder's  wife.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  26  with  Eld.  Ralph 
W.  Schlosser  officiating.  Other  ministers  present  were  Brethren 
Elmer  Schildt,  Charles  Stover  and  Samuel  Weybright.  On  Nov.  2 
the  young  people  of  Marsh  Creek,  Gettysburg  and  Friends  Grove 
met  and  reorganized  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Their  advisory  board  con- 
sists of  five  members:  Brethren  W.  N.  Zobler,  Cyrus  Bucher, 
Charles  Weaver,  Dwight  Sites,  and  Sister  Ann  Freidline. — Mrs. 
Walter  Keeney,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  3. 

Springville. — Bro.  Michael  Kurtz  of  Richland  preached  a  force- 
ful sermon  at  our  harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  6  at  Cocalico.  On 
Oct.  12  Bro.  Earl  Kurtz  of  Elgin,  111.,  preached  at  our  morning 
service.  The  young  people  of  our  church  organized  a  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
with  John  Steffy  as  president  and  Bro.  John  L.  Myer  as  adult 
adviser.  Nineteen  of  our  young  people  attended  the  Eastern 
District  young  people's  fellowship  held  in  the  Lebanon  church 
with  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  as  guest  speaker.  Brethren  Earl  and 
Ray  Kurtz,  Harry  S.  Dohner  and  David  Snader  officiated  and 
preached  at  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  18,  19  at  Mohlers.  Since  the 
last  report  three  have  been  received  by  letter. — Erla  Weinhold, 
Stevens,  Pa.,   Oct.   27. 

Tire  Hill. — We  met  in  council  on  Oct.  3.  In  the  absence  of  our 
elder,  the  associate  elder,  Bro.  H.  C.  Hess,  officiated.  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  adopt  plans  and  estimate  the  cost  of  re- 
papering  the  church.  Encouraging  reports  were  heard  from  va- 
rious boards  and  committees.  Our  delegates  to  district  meeting 
were  Mrs.  W.  H.  Rummel  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Blough.  Our  re- 
vival meeting,  conducted  by  Bro.  Dorsey  Rotruck,  closed  on  Oct. 
26.  His  Spirit-filled  messages  were  greatly  appreciated.  Eight 
were  baptized  and  one  was  reclaimed.  Our  love  feast  on  Oct.  26 
was  well  attended:  the  officiating  minister  was  Bro.  Hess. — Mrs. 
H.  C.  Hess,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Nov.  1. 

West  Virginia 
Oakvale. — Bro.  J.  E.  Barton  held  his  regular  appointment  with 
the  Oakvale  church  on  Oct.  26,  27.  The  quarterly  council  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Oct.  26.  The  people  unanimously  agreed  to  call 
Sister  Garnett  Tiller  of  Princeton,  W.  Va.,  as  our  pastor  for  the 
year.  Bro.  Barton,  the  former  pastor,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
meeting,  was  chosen  as  elder  for  the  coming  year. — Fannie 
Wimmer,  Oakvale,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  28. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ANNUAL   CONFERENCE 

June  10-17,  Richmond,  Va. 
LOVE  FEASTS 
California 
Nov.  30,  7  pm,  Santa  Ana. 
Dec.  3,  7  pm,  Long  Beach. 

Indiana 

Dec.  1,   Liberty  Mills. 

Dec.  1,  New  Paris. 

Dec.  13,   North   Webster. 

Dec.  15,  Sugar  Creek. 

Iowa 

Dec.  8,  7:30  pm,   Ottumwa. 


Kansas 

Nov.     29,     7:30     pm,     Pleasant 
View. 

Michigan 

Dec.   13,   7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Ohio 
Nov.    29,    7:30   pm,    West   Nim- 

ishillen. 
Dec.    7,   Bear   Creek. 

Oregon 

Nov.  30,  8  pm,  Myrtle  Point. 

Pennsylvania 
Nov.    30,    Allentown. 
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SWEDEN 
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Metzger,   Minerva,   Mulberry,   Ind.,   1910. 
Myers,    Sara,   Bridgewater,   Va.,   1919. 
Ober,    Mary    Velma,    1005    Princeton    St., 

Elkhart,    Ind.,    1936. 
Oberholtzer,   I.   E.,   and   Elizabeth,   1521   S. 

Union  St.,  Kokomo,  Ind.,   1916. 
Parker,  Dr.  D.  M.,  and  Martha,  R.  N.,  1701 

Hall   Place,   Indianapolis,   Ind.,    1933. 
Schaeffer,  Mary,  3435  Van  Buren  St.,  Chi- 
cago,   111.,    1917. 
Senger,  Nettie,  South  English,  Iowa,  1916. 


Shock,    Laura,    3435   Van    Buren   St.,    Chi- 
cago, 111.,  1916. 
Smith,   W.   Harlan,    and   Frances,   Box   36, 

Greene,    Iowa,   1919. 
Sollenberger,      Hazel,     418      Weitzel      St., 

Oceanside,    Calif.,    1919. 
Sollenberger,    O.    C,    %    General    Mission 

Board,   Elgin,  111.,   1919. 
Wampler,    Elizabeth    B.,    R.    N„    314   Gray 

Ave.,   Greenville,  Ohio,  1922. 
Ernest   M.    Wampler,    %    General   Mission 

Board,   Elgin,   111.,   1918. 
Wertz.    Corda   L.,   R.   N.,   3420   Van   Buren 

St.,   Chicago,  111.,   1932. 

AFRICA 
Chibuk,    Nigeria,    West    Africa,    via    Jos 
and  Damaturu 

Petre,  Ira  S.,  and  Mary  M.,  1939. 

C.  B.  M.  House,  Jos,  Nigeria,  W.  Africa 

Heckman,    Clarence    C,    and   Lucile,    1924. 

Garkida,   Nigeria,   West   Africa,   via   Jos 
and  Damaturu 

Dadisman,  Mary  N.,  R.  N.,  1941. 

Faw,   Chalmer  E.,   and   Mary  P.,   1939. 

Horn,  Evelyn  J.,  R.  N.,  1930. 

Moyer,   Edna   Faye,    1931. 

Studebaker,    Dr.    Lloyd    R.,    and    Modena, 

1934. 
Utz,  Ruth,  R.  N.,  1930. 

Lassa,    via    Jos    and    Damaturu,   Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Brumbaugh,   Grayce,   R.  N.,   1937. 
Royer,   Harold   A.,   and   Gladys  H.,   1930. 
Weaver,   E.   Paul   and   Zalma  F.,   1939. 

Marama,  via  Jos  and  Damaturu.  Nigeria, 
W.  Africa 

Harper,  Clara,  1926. 
Shisler,   Sara   C,    1926. 

On   Furlough 

Engel,  Alice,  R.  N.,  1931  Monument  St., 
Baltimore,   Md.,    1937. 

Frank,  Evelyn  E.,  R.  N.,  511  East  E.  Ave- 
nue, Glendale,  Arizona,  1938. 

Kulp,  H.  Stover,  and  Christina,  18th  and 
Washington  Sts.,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  1922 
and    1927. 

Landis,  Herman  B.,  and  Hazel  M.,  R.  N.,  85 
Sherman  St.,  Hartford,   Conn.,   1938 

Oiness,  Sylvia  M.,  R.  N.,  519  Minnesota 
Ave.,   Willmar,   Minn.,   1941. 

INDIA 
Ahwa,  Dangs,  Surat  Dist.,  India 

Alley,   Howard  L.,   and  Hattie  Z.,   1917. 
Ebbert,   Ella,   1917. 

Anklesvar,  Broach  Dist.,  India 

Bollinger,   Amsey,    and  Florence  M.,   1930. 
Grisso,    Lillian,    1917. 

Lichty,   D.  J.,   and   Anna,   1902  and  1912. 
Moomaw,  I.   W.,   and  Mabel,   1923. 
Warstler,  Anna  M.,   1931. 

Bulsar,  Surat  Dist.,   India 

Blickenstaff,  Dr.  Leonard  and  Betty,  R.  N., 

1940. 
Blickenstaff,   Verna  M.,   R.   N.,   1919. 
Blough,  J.  M.,  and  Anna,   1903. 
Shickel,  Elsie  N.,  1921. 
Zigler,  Earl   M.,   and  Rachel  M.,   1937. 

Dahanu  Road,  Thana  Dist.,  India 

Messer,  Hazel  E.,  R.  N.,   1931. 
Nickey,   Dr.   Barbara  M.,   1915. 
Royer,  B.  Mary,  1913. 
Swartz,  Goldie  E.,  1916. 

Palghar,  Thana  Dist.,  India 

Shull,   Chalmer,   1919,   and   Susan  L.,   1927. 

Umalla,  Broach  Dist.,  India 

Kinzie,   Wm.   G.,   and   Pauline   G.t   1937. 
Miller,  Sadie  J.,   1903. 

Vyara,   via  Surat,  India 
Brooks,  Harlan  J.,  and  Ruth,  1924. 
Fasnacht,  Everett  M.,  and  Joy  C,  1940. 
Kiracofe,  Kathryn,  1937. 
Widdowson.   Olive,  1912. 

115    Mahatma    Gandhi    Road,     Bombay. 
India 

Blickenstaff,  L.  A.,  and  Mary,  1921. 

Landour,  Mussoorie,  U.  P.,  India 

Joe  W.  Bowers,  1940. 
Ziegler,  Emma  K.,  1930. 

On    Furlough 
Cottrell.    Drs.    A.    R.    and    Laura,    305    E. 

Washington    Ave.,    Bellefontaine,    Ohio, 

1913. 
Miller.    Eliza    B.,    %    U.    C.    Miller,    R.    1, 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  1900. 
Mow,  Baxter  M.,   and   Anna  B.,  3435  Van 

Buren,   Chicago,   111.,   1923. 
Shumaker,   Ida   C,   105   Beachly   St.,  Mey- 

ersdale.  Pa.,   1910. 
Townsend,     Ralph,     Camp     Lagro,     Lagro, 

Ind.,  1937. 
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WORTH  WHILE  GIFTS  MAKE  CHRISTMAS  GIVING  INEXPENSIVE  YET  LASTING 


Slyle  No.  62 — Lifetime  Metal  Compact 
Extension   Pencil 

These  lifetime  maxim  text  pencils  make  never-to- 
be  forgotten  handy  writing  companions.  Scripture 
texts  are  permanently  inscribed  and  protected  by 
celluloid.  Closes  compactly  without  damage  or 
soilage  to  pockets  or  purse.  Uses  ordinary  pencil 
stubs   for  refills. 

Available  With   Following  Messages  .  .  . 
John  3:16   .   .   Lord's  Prayer   .    .   .  23rd   Psalm   .    .   . 
Beatitudes    .    .    .   Ten    Commandments    .   .    .   Golden 
Rule    .    .    .   First   Aid   Bible   Verses. 
24   Pencils   to    the    Box,   $2.00    (10c    Each,    in   Lesser 
Quantity) 


BOOKS  OF  THE 
BIBLE.  Price 
15c  each  with 
envelope. 

A  short  resume 
of  each  book  of 
the  Bible  with  an 
appropriate  verse 
from  each  book. 
It  will  fascinate 
and  build  up  the 
knowledge  and 
understanding  of 
the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures.  Cover 
lithographed  on 
heavy  white 
stock.  Contains 
32    pages. 


Size   6x4   inches 


GATEWAY  TO  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE   BIBLE 

Price  15c  each  with  envelope 

A  wealth  of  information  about  the  history  and 
experiences  of  the  Bible  from  the  earliest  trans- 
lations. Very  valuable  and  worth  while.  Size  6x4 
inches.      Cover    lithographed    in    colors. 


BIBLE    MESSAGES    FOR    EVERY    DAY 

Price  5c  each 

This  book  has  two  pages  for  each  month  of  the 
year  and  a  selected  Bible  Verse  for  each  day. 
Handy  size — 2V2X3V2  inches — that  can  be  carried  in 
vest  pocket  or  purse.     Cover  in  colors. 


Jesus  Never  Fails 


GOLD-STAMPED    CHRISTIAN    MOTTO    RULER 

Price:   10c  each,  S1.00  per  dozen 

Made  of  beautifully  grained,  carefully  selected, 
non-splintering  walnut  wood,  these  practical  gift 
motto  rulers  appeal  to  boys  and  girls  alike.  A  well- 
chosen  Christian  motto  is  stamped  in  gold,  together 
with  the  rule  edge  markings.  Enclosed  in  gift  en- 
velope. 

Jesus  Never  Fails 

God  Answers  Prayer 

Prayer  Changes  Things 

Keep  Looking  Up 

God   Is  Love 

The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

Christ   My   Guide 


SW240 
SW241 
SW242 
SW243 
SW244 
SW245 
SW246 


Size:  6x3 '8   inches 


SW417 

One  of  the  most  practical,  usable  and  low-priced 
gifts  in  wood,  these  Swanson  Walnut  Wall  Mottoes 
are  sure  to  please  young  and  older  friends  alike. 
Each  motto  has  been  tooled  from  perfect,  non- 
splintering,  thoroughly-seasoned  walnut  wood,  with 
every  precaution  taken  to  retain  the  beauty  of  its 
natural  wood  graining.  A  soft,  rubbed  surfacing 
further  enhances  its  natural  beauty.  Stamped  deep 
with  gold  lettering  and  framing  that  not  only  gives 
peculiarly  clear  readability,  but  from  a  distance  re- 
flects a  soft  glow  from  the  light.  Complete  with 
golden  woven  cord  and  long  tassel  to  match.  En- 
closed  in   glassine   envelope   for  gift  presentation. 

Available  in  Six  Standard  Mottoes 

SW415  Jesus  Never  Fails 

SW  416  God  Answers  Prayer 

SW  417  Prayer  Changes  Things 

SW  418  Keep  Looking  Up 

SW  419  God  Is  Love 

SW  420  The  Lord  Is  My  Shepherd 

Price:   15c  each,  $1.50  per  dozen 


SIMPLE    PRAYERS    FOR    LITTLE    FOLKS 

15c  each  with  envelope 

These  prayers  are  quite  easy  for  the  small  chil- 
dren to  memorize.  Suitable  designs  are  beautifully 
lithographed  throughout  the  book.  Cover  litho- 
graphed with  small  boy  and  girl  kneeling  beside 
bed.     Size   5"x6V2". 


Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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ART-WOOD  PLAQUES  MAKE  PERMANENT  GIFTS 


No.  1063— Size  10  x  4i/2— Price  S1.00 


No.  7238 

Price  75  cents 

(Size  8x3) 


'TRUST  IN  THE  LORD 

*  Delight  Jlhy^elf  also  in"  the  liord:  and  lie 
shali  qlve  JKhee  tte  Desires  «f  Ihine  UearT 


No.  7240— Price  75   Cents 

(Size    8x3V2) 


No.   5224 — Price   50   cents 
(Size  61/4x31/4 


ihAkm% 


^oftHis'Hou^e  \ 
iHe^njieen  6ueM  1 

;5;;'al  cvepy  meat       ••■'  I 

"ihejSilenlji^enePi  / 

•\"  '"'g/^xiAo  .envy   .         i'''/, 

-  Gonven^atioTt  %/*$ 


"FOR  TO  ME  TO  UVE 

IS  CHRIST"     ,.    .        / 


No.   1578— Size  6V4XIOI/4 
Price   S1.50 


jfLCARETJfFORYOUi 

nclSpakl 


No. 


5231 — Price   50   cents 
(Size    51/2X3 ) 


No.    2228 
Price    25    cents 


Newly  created  and  sure  to  please  you!  The 
distinctive  hand-carved  effects  of  these  RUSTIC 
"ART-WOOD"  PLAQUES  must  be  seen  to  be 
fully  appreciated.  They  appear  as  a  rich  carv- 
ing in  walnut  wood.  Letters  stand  out  in  bold 
relief.  Texts  that  carry  a  definite  Christian  mes- 
sage are  easily  read.  A  delight  to  the  eye,  they 
will  add  much  to  any  room  in  your  home.  High- 
ly desirable  as  gifts. 

The  rustic  appearance  with  deft  touches  of 
color,  the  appropriate  sizes,  the  popular  prices 
and  sturdy  construction  of  RUSTIC  "ART- 
WOOD"  PLAQUES  make  them  the  most  ideal 
type  of  religious  plaque. 

Everyday  wear  and  abuse  will  not  harm  them. 
.Guaranteed  to  last  indefinitely.  Nothing  to  fade, 
crack,  or  warp.     Put  up  in  attractive  gift  boxes. 


Prices  from  25  cents  to  $1.50. 
BY  NUMBER  AND  DON'T 
FRIENDS. 


PLEASE    ORDER 
FORGET     YOUR 

(82) 


No.  5232 — Price  50  cents 

(Size  5x4V2) 


~H£TH-;:%1 

«t  ->r  7  .'-,    * 

*»  For  God  so  Loved  -    « 
j  p.  Jhe.WorId,hW  £    f; 
-'Segave  Bis  Only  &  j! 
iegoftcn  Son.thni  ".  jj 
IKJ  Whosoever Believeth -;|: 
A  V  *  infiim  should  not     3^ 
c.\.' ,;  Perish.buthave     J/ 
fy  Everlasting  Lsifej; 


^  TI-e'CftOWNoi'theHOMEis  iCiODLINES5j^:  ;j.\  / 

-  The  BEAUTY  ofthe  HOME  is  ORDER  "  |^, 
The  GlORYof  the  HOME  is  HOSPITALITY*  JN,' 
^'BLESSING  bflhe  HOMEipCONTENTMENTjr* 

'--  's">  .  '\,   'As  fOR  (tit  AND  MIT    •'r-    <'+■       I     ■  l  ' 


No.  1577— Size  10x7i/2— Price  $1.50 


No.   5233 — Price  50   cents 
(Size  7x3) 


vferast' 


No.    2230 
Price  25  cents 


No.    2229 
Price  25  cents 


No.  1042— Size  5x7i/2 
Price   $1.00 


7238 — Price   75   Cents 
(Size    6x41/4) 


Appropriate  for  gifts  and  Sunday-school  awards.  These  smaller  designs  are  very  popular.  Very 
new  and  sturdy.  Raised  texts.  Walnut  finished.  Made  from  genuine  hand-carved  wooden  models. 
Each   in  box.      (82)  Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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Around 
the  World 


Twenty-five  per  cent  of  all  high- 
way tragedies  are  estimated  to  be 
liquor  caused. 

In  Chicago  twice  as  much  money 
is  spent  for  liquor  as  is  spent  for  the 
public  schools. 

The  annual  bill  for  liquor  and 
gambling  in  Chicago  would  buy  all 
the  churches  in  the  city. 

Indications  are  that  hard  liquor 
consumption  is  increasing  heavily  as 
compared  to  wines  and  beer. 

For  liquor,  gambling  and  vice  Chi- 
cago spends  more  than  it  costs  to 
operate  all  the  city's  government  ac- 
tivities. 

The  normal  earning  power  lost 
through  drinking  in  this  country  is 
estimated  at  twenty  billion  dollars 
a  year. 

More  money  has  been  spent  for 
liquor  in  the  101  months  just  past, 
according  to  the  W.  C.  T.  XL,  than 
the  entire  government  relief  ex- 
penditures for  the  same  period. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  W.  S. 
Alexander  of  the  Federal  Alcohol 
Administration  that  four  billion  dol- 
lars a  year  are  spent  for  alcoholic 
drinks  in  the  United  States. 

Insurance  companies  report  that 
more  applications  for  insurance  are 
denied  because  of  past  histories 
showing  drunken  driving  and  exces- 
sive drinking  habits  than  for  any 
other  cause. 

Surveying  more  than  3,000  fatal 
vehicle  accidents  in  New  York  City 
during  a  ten-year  period,  the  physi- 
cians of  the  chief  medical  examiner's 
office  of  New  York  City  found  that 
one  third  of  the  pedestrians  in  fatal 
automobile  accidents  were  under  the 
influence  of  alcohol. 

"Temperance  education  should 
have  vastly  greater  prominence  in 
the  public  schools  of  all  grades,  and 
such  education  should  likewise  be 
featured  in  junior  colleges,  colleges 
and  universities,"  says  Dr.  Arthur  J. 
Todd,  teacher  of  sociology  at  North- 
western University. 


A  widespread  resurgence  of  anti-liquor  sentiment  is  evident  through- 
out our  nation  today.  The  temperance  forces  are  showing  signs  of  be- 
ginning a  new  offensive  against  the  increase  in  drinking  and  crime 
which  official  figures  now  disclose  to  be  the  mounting  consequences 
of  repeal.  Renewed  activities  have  two  objectives:  (1)  to  bring  out 
into  the  open  conditions  which  have  been  getting  worse  and  worse 
under  repeal,  the  objective  record  of  which  is  now  revealing  more 
drunkenness,  more  arrests  and  more  crime  than  under  prohibition;  (2) 
to  defend  the  constitutional  origin  and  practical  value  of  the  Eighteenth 
Amendment.  Recently  Dr.  Deets  Picket  of  the  board  of  temperance  of 
the  Methodist  Church  offered  impressive  facts  showing  that  repeal, 
which  was  sold  to  the  country  on  the  ground  that  it  would  reduce  law- 
lessness, decrease  drunkenness  and  improve  conditions,  is  after  eight 
years  of  trial  producing  exactly  the  opposite  results.  Official  crime 
reports  reveal  that  the  ratio  of  arrests  for  drunkenness  per  100,000  of 
the  population  was  nearly  twice  as  great  in  1940  as  in  the  last  and  one 
of  the  worst  years  of  prohibition,  1932. 


Thirty-six  states  have  local  option 
in  some  form.  Up  through  1939 
there  had  been  10,800  local  option 
elections,  and  in  these  drys  were  suc- 
cessful in  about  6,950. 

A  recent  Gallup  poll  showed  that 
29  per  cent  of  the  voters  canvassed,  a 
cross  section  of  49,808,624  who  voted 
at  the  last  election,  or  14,444,550, 
were  again  ready  to  vote  for  pro- 
hibition. 

Sentiment  in  favor  of  passage  of 
the  Sheppard  bill  now  before  Con- 
gress, providing  restrictions  on  the 
sale  of  liquor  to  the  armed  forces,  is 
reported  in  Washington  to  be  in- 
creasing. 

In  Illinois,  after  the  1940  elections, 
the  Liquor  Control  Commission  re- 
ported that  305  cities,  towns  and  vil- 
lages, 334  townships  and  road  dis- 
tricts, and  114  precincts  and  46  parts 
of  precincts  in  Chicago  had  voted 
wholly  or  partially  dry- 


A  survey  of  drinking  effects  on 
the  insurance  companies  made  by 
the  American  Business  Men's  Re- 
search Foundation  indicates  that  the 
1941  liquor  bill  to  automobile  insur- 
ance companies  for  accidents  caused 
by  drunken  drivers  will  amount  to 
$15,000,000. 

Christmas  caids  are  banned  in 
Great  Britain  as  part  of  drastic  new 
restrictions  on  the  use  of  paper. 
New  regulations  call  for  sharp  re- 
ductions in  the  output  of  calendars, 
guide  books,  posters  and  wrapping 
paper. 

The  library  at  Evanston,  111.,  dedi- 
cated to  Frances  E.  Willard,  has 
about  3,500  volumes  and  as  many 
pamphlets.  The  W.  C.  T.  U.  has  an 
agreement  with  the  alcohol  research 
library  in  Switzerland  that  a  copy  of 
every  important  new  book  on  alco- 
hol coming  out  of  Europe  will  be 
sent  to  the  Evanston  library. 
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He  Had  His  Life 

He  had  his  life  because  he  had  health,  fortune, 
and  more  than  the  allotted  threescore  years 
and  ten.  When  his  father  died  the  seeming  for- 
tunate young  man  of  whom  we  write  inherited 
valuable  real  estate.  And  his  only  business  in  all 
the  ninety-four  years  that  he  lived  was  the  care  of 
his  inheritance. 

Here  was  a  man  as  free  as  one  could  ever  ex- 
pect to  be  in  this  world.  He  had  his  life  to  do  with 
as  he  pleased.  It  is  to  his  credit  that  he  did  noth- 
ing criminal.  And  yet,  with  health  and  fortune 
and  ninety-four  years  it  seems  pretty  piddling  to 
sum  up  his  achievements  about  as  follows: 

1.  He  was  the  town's  most  eligible  bachelor  long 
before  the  turn  of  the  century. 

2.  He  was  noted  as  a  Beau  Brummell  and  cotil- 
lion leader. 

3.  As  a  youth  he  saw  the  Chicago  fire,  winning 
a  wager  that  the  blaze  would  not  leap  the  river. 

4.  He  was  a  confirmed  globetrotter,  having 
crossed  the  ocean  sixty  or  seventy  times. 

5.  He  was  a  gracious  and  inveterate  host,  whose 
dinner  parties  were  described  as  a  gourmet's  de- 
light. 

6.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  Potter  Palmers,  Hon- 
ores,  Pullmans  and  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan. 

7.  It  was  not  unusual  to  find  him  at  important 
social  functions,  a  small,  elegant  figure  in  top  hat 
and  frock  coat,  his  long  mustaches  carefully 
waxed. 

Yes,  he  had  his  life,  but  he  did  not  know  what  to 
do  with  it.  Before  you  criticize,  think  how  futilely 
you  might  have  lived  with  health  and  wealth  and 
ninety-four  years  of  time  on  your  hands!    h.  a.  b. 

When  Pitying  Yourself 

When  you  drop  into  that  self-pitying  mood,  why 
is  it  that  you  at  once  begin  to  compare  your  lot 


with  that  of  the  people  more  fortunate  than  your- 
self? More  fortunate,  that  is,  as  you  reckon  good 
fortune  when  you  are  in  that  mood? 

Why  don't  you  consider  your  station  and  be- 
longings in  contrast  with  those  of  the  people  who 
are  less  favored  than  yourself?  There  are  more 
of  this  class  than  of  the  other,  many  millions  more. 
That  would  be  a  more  rational  procedure,  wouldn't 
it?    And  a  much  better  tonic  for  your  system. 

E.  F. 

Ordinary  Versus  Activated 

The  announcer  says  that  activated  charcoal  is 
fifty  times  more  efficient,  as  a  cleansing  agent,  than 
ordinary  charcoal.  He  does  not  explain  how  that 
figure  is  arrived  at,  nor  how  the  activating  element 
is  introduced  nor  even  what  it  is,  and  yet  he  is 
trying  hard  to  interest  me  in  a  certain  kind  of 
chewing  gum  said  to  contain  the  new  agent. 
He  is  already  doomed  to  failure. 

He  has,  however,  done  something  more  impor- 
tant. He  has  set  me  to  thinking  about  the  com- 
parative worth  of  activated  Christians  and  the 
ordinary  kind.  The  result  is  a  conviction  that  "fifty 
times"  is  too  low  an  estimate  of  the  difference  be- 
tween them.  For  effectiveness  toward  cleaning  up 
the  present  world  mess,  a  good  measure  of  the 
difference  may  be  found  in  the  contrast  pictured 
by  a  careful  observer  of  the  first  Christian  century. 
He  just  came  right  out  with  it  and  called  the 
unactivated  kind  dead.  Remember  his  distinction 
between  a  faith  that  works  and  one  that  doesn't? 

Which,  be  it  further  noted,  points  the  answer  at 
once  to  any  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the  activat- 
ing element.  What  is  this  marvelous  thing  that 
marks  the  difference  between  life  and  death,  be- 
tween activated  Christians  and  the  other,  the  or- 
dinary, kind?  A  faith  that  works,  yes,  but  what 
makes  it  work?  Only  one  thing  under  heaven 
and  if  you  need  to  be  told  what  that  is,  then  it's 
just  too  bad  for  you.     Dust  off  your  thirteenth 
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chapter  of  First  Corinthians  and  hunt  up  quickly 
the  right  verse  in  Galatians  five. 

"Faith  working  through  love"  is  the  magic  for- 
mula, except  that  it  isn't  magic  and  it  is  too  spon- 
taneous and  full  of  life  to  be  held  down  by  a 
formula.  It  is  the  foundation  principle  of  king- 
dom building,  constantly  bubbling  up  and  saturat- 
ing the  whole  process.  If  curiosity  leads  you  to 
dig  into  the  middle  of  it  to  see  what  pushes  it  up 
and  out  until  it  saturates  everything,  you  will  find 
a  closely  knit  knot  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
perfect  answer  to  human  need  and  love  for  people 
suffering  in  that  need.  The  two  things  interwoven, 
the  one  working  through  the  other — that  is  the 
dynamic  that  makes  activated  Christians. 

There  is  no  other  way  and  when  that  dynamic 
is  lacking,  there  is  nothing  you  can  do  about  it 
except  to  keep  on  praying  and  working.  You  can- 
not put  faith  and  love  into  people  by  force.  You 
can  show  them  the  suffering  Christ  and  the  suf- 
fering world.  If  they  refuse  to  respond,  it  is  both 
their  own  eternal  loss  and  that  of  the  people  they 
could  help.    Which  is  a  very,  very  sad  fact. 

Activated  charcoal  may  or  may  not  be  as  won- 
derful as  the  chewing  gum  man  says  it  is,  but  we 
do  know  that  if  all  ordinary  Christians  were  to 
become  activated  by  the  faith  in  Christ  which 
works  through  love  for  men,  the  kingdom  of  God 
would  come  and  his  will  would  be  done  on  earth  as 
it  is  in  heaven.  e.  f. 


The  Voice  of  the  Church 

Is  the  voice  of  the  church  clear  and  strong  in 
these  days  when  so  many  voices  are  only  loud  and 
confusing?  Not  if  a  certain  well-known  maga- 
zine writer  is  right.  He  says  the  church  gets  its 
pattern  of  life  from  its  environment,  not  from  the 
teaching  and  example  of  Christ.  He  says  the 
church  is  a  good  wife  to  the  state,  obedient  and 
faithful  to  the  master  of  the  house,  hardly  daring 
to  suggest,  certainly  not  to  insist  on,  a  different 
way  of  living.  He  says  the  ordinary  man  gets  lit- 
tle or  no  help  from  the  church  in  his  search  for 
the  best  way  to  live. 

You  may  not  like  that,  you  may  even  resent  it, 
but  down  in  the  forty-second  bottom  of  your  heart 
you  know  there  is  a  lot  more  truth  in  it  than  there 
should  be.  Waiving  the  question  whether  a  good 
wife's  chief  virtue  is  submission  to  the  will  of  her 
husband,  you  will  agree  that  the  magazine  writer's 
figure,  as  he  conceives  it,  does  represent  very  well 
the  attitude  of  the  church  at  large  toward  the  is- 
sues of  the  day.  Is  not  the  church  more  ready  to 
follow  the  state  than  to  shed  light  on  its  path? 


Imagine  our  modern  leading  churchmen  stand- 
ing up  and  telling  our  statesmen,  after  the  manner 
of  an  Isaiah,  what  is  wrong  with  the  nations  and 
the  right  way  to  prosperity  and  peace.  Yes,  there 
are  a  few,  thank  heaven,  but  they  are  too  few  to 
make  the  witness  of  the  church  effective  in  stem- 
ming the  flood  tides  of  human  savagery.  Even 
more  to  the  point  of  individual  bewilderment,  the 
voice  of  the  church  as  a  whole  is  too  weak  to  afford 
sure  guidance  to  the  seeker  after  light  and  life. 

Perhaps  we — you  and  I — cannot  help  this,  but 
before  dismissing  the  subject  so  easily,  should  we 
not  ask  very  searchingly  whether  this  weakness 
could  be  due  at  all  to  any  failure  on  your  part  and 
mine?  E.  F. 


The  Cycle  of  Conquest 

The  cycle  of  conquest  may  easily  become  the  cir- 
cle of  attempts  at  founding  empire — that  is,  if  one 
follows  the  geographic  path  of  history.  If  Iran  is 
drawn  deeply  into  the  present  conflict,  just  re- 
member that  a  matter  of  twenty-five  hundred 
years  ago  it  was  the  Medes  and  Persians  who  fig- 
ured that  westward  lay  the  course  of  empire. 

It  was  the  mighty  Medes  and  Persians  who  over- 
threw Assyria;  but  some  generations  later  great 
Persia  proved  no  match  for  the  Greeks  under  Alex- 
ander the  Great.  Then  trace  the  sweep  of  empire 
westward  through  Greece  under  Alexander,  Rome 
under  the  Caesars  and  Spain  under  Charles  V. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  oversimplification  to  say 
that  the  course  of  empire  turned  eastward  through 
France  under  Louis  XIV,  north  through  Britain 
under  Queen  Victoria,  and  now  east  as  the  latest 
aspirant  drives  his  armies  toward  the  Caucasus 
Mountains. 

Whether  or  not  the  actual  circle  of  empire  is 
closed  will  not  matter  so  far  as  evaluating  the 
cycle  of  conquest  is  concerned.  What  men  have 
seen  through  the  course  of  recorded  history  is  the 
overthrow  of  one  empire  that  another  might  be 
founded  on  its  ruins.  And  the  futility  of  such  a 
process  must  be  evident  to  all. 

What  is  needed  is  vastly  more  than  a  mere 
change  of  masters.  The  need  is  for  a  philosophy  of 
human  relations  on  the  level  of  the  international 
scene.  And  we  have  such  a  philosophy  in  the 
Christian  doctrine  of  brotherhood.  The  Christian 
answer  is  that  the  spirit  of  the  family  needs  to  be 
lifted  to  the  last  and  inclusive  level,  or  the  plane  of 
relations  as  between  nations.  Hence  there  is  tre- 
mendous importance  in  holding  to  and  seeking  to 
demonstrate  the  brotherhood  way  of  life.  In  this 
is  our  hope,  and  not  in  the  futile  cycle  of  conquest. 

H.  A.  B. 
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Reader's  left  to  right:  Pellet  mountain  peak;  great  imposing  dome  in  the  Pella  range;  falls  at  Ntawa  be- 
low Garkida  station.  During  the  rainy  season  the  gorge  fills  with  water  and  forms  a  sight  long  to  be  re- 
membered. 


BY  CHALMER  E.   FAW 

Number  One 

After  the  new  missionary  has  received  a  year's 
start  in  the  use  of  the  language  he  is  assigned  some 
definite  piece  of  mission  work  to  do.  It  fell  our  lot 
to  take  over  the  pastorate  of  the  Garkida  church 
and  its  outposts.  Since  the  first  of  January  of  this 
year  we  have  been  working  at  that  task.  With 
the  thought  that  perhaps  some  of  our  people  would 
be  interested  in  a  few  of  the  experiences  one  en- 
counters in  a  job  of  this  kind,  I  am  offering  this 
series  as  a  sort  of  sequel  to  "Learning  the  Lan- 
guage," published  in  the  Messenger  last  year. 

Some,  to  whom  mission  work  has  been  pictured 
as  one  glorified  village  evangelistic  tour,  may  be 
surprised  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  bona  fide 
pastoral  work  to  be  done  on  the  mission  field. 
Others  may  be  interested,  as  I  have  been,  in  com- 
paring and  contrasting  pastoral  work  on  the  field 
with  that  in  America.  All,  I  hope,  will  gain  some 
concept  of  the  tremendous  need,  the  difficult  prob- 
lems, and  the  thrilling  challenge  to  be  met  with  in 
this  type  of  work.  Naturally,  what  I  have  to  say 
grows  pretty  largely  out  of  my  experiences  con- 
nected with  the  Garkida  area,  but  much  of  it  will 
be  found  to  apply  also  to  the  other  station  areas 
on  our  Nigerian  field. 

The  beginner  at  this  task  is  first  of  all  impressed 
by  the  great  extent  and  spread  of  the  parish  over 
which  he  is  called  to  be  pastor.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing under  his  care  only  one  congregation  of  fairly 
fixed  number  and  constant  character  he  suddenly 


finds  himself  the  shepherd  of  a  flock  both  widely 
scattered  and  of  an  appallingly  uncertain  and  vari- 
able constituency.  In  addition  to  the  local  station 
church,  over  which  he  exercises  regular  pastoral 
care,  there  will  be  from  thirty  to  fifty  services  held 
each  Sunday  in  as  many  different  out-villages  or 
sections  of  villages,  on  the  top  of  as  many  rugged 
hills,  or  on  the  far  side  of  as  many  rocky  canyons. 
In  these  Sunday  services  a  total  of  some  twelve  to 
eighteen  hundred  people  will  sit  out  under  the 
shade  of  their  village  trees,  or  huddle  together  in 
the  stuffy  mud  schoolhouses  to  form  as  widely 
dispersed  and  as  unpredictable  a  group  of  parish- 
ioners as  one  would  ever  care  to  find.  Not  only  is  it 
impossible  for  the  pastor  to  be  present  at  more 
than  a  very  small  percentage  of  these  services,  but 
it  keeps  him  more  than  busy  just  supervising, 
helping,  and  checking  on  the  native  leaders 
through  whom  he  works  to  see  that  such  services 
are  carried  on.  As  far  as  these  out-lying  villages 
are  concerned,  he  is  more  than  just  a  pastor;  he 
must  be  a  sort  of  bishop  or  supervisor.  More  and 
more  the  distant  village  work  is  being  handled 
through  what  we  call  community  centers,  or 
manned  by  full-time  workers  who  serve  as  teach- 
er-pastors. These  men  are,  of  course,  directly  un- 
der the  charge  of  the  missionary  pastor. 

While  the  statistics  of  services  and  the  attend- 
ance records  might  give  him  the  feeling  of  having 
under  him  a  large  and  powerful  church,  the  mis- 
sionary pastor  soon  realizes  all  too  well  at  what 
a  low  level  culturally,  and,  for  the  most  part,  in  the 
understanding  of  Christianity,  these  hundreds  of 
people  are.  The  centuries  of  religious  and  cultural 
heritage  which  we  can  more  or  less  take  for 
granted  and  build  upon  in  the  American  church 
are  wholly  lacking  here.    They  cannot  be  supplied 
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short  of  many  years,  no  matter  how  hard  the 
missionary  works  at  his  task.  Large  numbers  are 
still  illiterate,  appearing  to  us  dull-eyed  and  apa- 
thetic, lacking  both  the  background  and  the  desire 
for  what  we  in  America  so  glibly  term  "the  higher 
things  of  life."  The  very  difficulty  of  this  task, 
however,  adds  to  its  challenge.  The  missionary  is 
here  to  see  what,  in  God's  power  and  grace,  can 
really  be  done. 

Next  week  we  shall  follow  the  missionary  pastor 
in  his  work  with  his  village  preachers  and  go  out 
with  him  to  a  typical  village  and  observe  what 
happens  there. 

Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


Christmas  and  Brotherhood  in  Nigeria 

BY   H.    STOVER   KULP 

Last  Christmas  the  members  of  the  Africa  mis- 
sion staff  had  a  very  happy  experience  in  brother- 
hood. Our  nearest  missionary  neighbors  in  Ni- 
geria are  Danish  Lutherans.  One  of  their  stations 
is  some  thirty  miles  from  our  Garkida  station. 
Through  the  years  we  have  had  a  very  happy 
fellowship  with  them. 

When  the  Germans  seized  Denmark  on  their 
way  to  conquer  Norway,  all  communication  and 
support  for  these  missionaries  were  cut  off  from 
their  homeland.  Several  of  the  families  had  chil- 
dren in  Denmark.  Month  followed  month  and  no 
word  was  received  and  not  a  cent  of  money  for 
support  came.  Finally  word  did  come.  It  was  a 
mere  25-word  message  sent  through  the  Interna- 
tional Red  Cross  saying  that  their  folks  were  well. 

As  soon  as  they  heard  that  Denmark  had  been 
overrun  by  the  German  armies,  the  Danish  mis- 
sionaries all  met  together  to  consider  what  they 
might  do.  They  took  stock  of  all  of  their  supplies, 
provisions  and  money  in  the  bank  and  decided  that 
for  the  time  being  they  would  try  to  run  every- 
thing on  the  basis  of  about  ten  dollars  a  month  for 
a  family.  They  explained  their  position  to  their 
African  workers,  telling  them  that  they  would  not 
be  able  to  pay  them.  They  were  much  heartened 
that  many  of  these  African  Christians  said  they 
would  continue  to  serve  and  would  support  them- 
selves. 

On  hearing  this,  the  members  of  our  Africa  mis- 
sion decided  that  they  would  not  exchange  pres- 
ents among  themselves  but  would  arrange  to  send 
gifts  to  their  Danish  brothers  and  sisters.  They 
planned  to  give  such  things  as  we  knew  they 
would  urgently  need — food,  provisions  and  other 
supplies.  According  to  the  decision,  the  materials 
were  sent  and  a  money  gift  was  also  sent. 

Below  are  two  of  the  letters  received  from  these 
Danish  folks.    The  first  is  from  one  of  the  families. 


Pella,  December  20,  1940 
Dear  Friends  at  Lassa: 

We  can't  find  words  to  tell  how  we  feel.  Tears  are  in 
our  eyes  as  we  look  round  on  all  these  presents  which 
you  arranged  so  nicely  with  eager  hands.  Thanks  to  all 
of  you  for  your  kindness  and  for  all  your  good  thoughts 
and  wishes  that  lay  with  every  one  of  these  gifts.  I  sat 
beside  these  good  things  and  I  prayed  for  you,  that  God 
might  bless  you  for  what  you  had  done  for  our  mission 
and  for  us  personally  in  these  days  of  trial  for  our  homes 
and  our  homeland. 

We  shall  never  forget.    God  bless  you.    Eccles.  11:1. 

We  wish  you  all  a  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 

ear'  Yours  sincerely, 

Margretha  and  Petrus  D.  Mikkelsen. 

This  one  came  from  the  mission  as  a  whole — 

Nunan,  December  26,  1940 
To  the  Missionaries  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Mis- 
sion, 
Garkida,  Lassa,  Marama. 
Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters: 

When  on  the  twenty-third  in  the  evening,  we  saw 
four  strong  Pella  men  arrive  with  as  many  loads  and  we 
saw  all  these  parcels,  we  just  stood  there  amazed.  That 
you  are  real  Brethren  we  had  experienced  long  ago,  but 
that  you  are  that  unselfish  that  you  go  without  Christ- 
mas gifts  just  to  send  us  all  these  fine  and  beautiful  gifts 
does  make  us  feel  that  you  are  very  grateful  brethren 
and  sisters.  And  for  your  kind  letters  and  hearty  greet- 
ings and  the  great  sum  of  £26.19.0-,  we  lack  words  for 

Lassa  News  Notes 

BY  ZALMA  WEAVER 
Hospital  Work 

This  has  been  a  busy  year  for  the  hospital  in  Lassa. 
Without  the  direction  of  a  resident  doctor,  Miss  Brum- 
baugh has  been  carrying  on  a  heavy  program  of  min- 
istering to  the  sick  of  our  area. 
School 

The  attendance  in  the  Lassa  school  is  not  as  large 
as  in  past  years,  but  the  enrollment  in  the  pre-elemen- 
tary  school  gives  promise  of  a  larger  one  in  future  years. 
Women's  Work 

The  women  are  showing  fine  enthusiasm  in  their  Sat- 
urday  afternoon  meetings.     We   had   discontinued  the 
meetings  through  the  months  of  heavy  farm  work,  but 
have  started  once  more  at  the  request  of  the  women. 
Church 

The  numerical  growth  of  the  church  is  quite  satisfy- 
ing. In  the  past  two  months,  sixty  people  have  taken 
the  covenant.  These  folks  came  chiefly  as  the  result  of 
the  fine  work  of  three  of  our  native  teacher-evangelists 
in  the  surrounding  villages.  Scarcely  a  week  passes  but 
someone  comes  with  the  request  that  a  missionary  go 
out  to  give  the  covenant  to  folks  in  his  village.  After 
these  people  take  the  covenant,  they  spend  a  year  or  so 
of  directed  study  before  they  are  baptized.  At  present 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  are  awaiting  bap- 
tism. On  July  30  representatives  came  from  five  vil- 
lages begging  the  church  in  Lassa  to  send  them  teacher- 
evangelists  so  that  they  might  learn  the  way  of  light. 
Of  a  truth  it  may  be  said  of  the  work  at  Lassa  now,  that 
the  harvest  indeed  is  plenteous.  Pray  that  we  may  find 
laborers  equal  to  the  harvest. 

Lassa,  Africa. 
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what  we  wish  to  say.     If  only  you  could  understand 
Danish! 

However,  words  would  not  express  what  we  feel  in 
our  hearts  towards  you  all  for  your  exceeding  kindness. 
You  succeeded  in  making  this  Christmas  season  very 
much  more  real  to  us  than  we  ever  thought  it  could  be. 

The  parcels  for  Shellem  and  Lamurde  reached  their 
destination  in  good  time.  Here  at  Nunan,  we  all  gath- 
ered in  our  home  on  Christmas  Eve  and  even  as  you 
wrote  that  we  could  not  possibly  enjoy  opening  the  par- 
cels as  much  as  you  enjoyed  wrapping  them,  I  may  in- 
sist that  we  did — I  would  not  dare  to  say  more — but  as 
much.  We  may  have  dropped  just  a  couple  of  joy  tears 
more  than  you  did  if  you  will  allow  me  to  say  that 
much. 

May  your  Heavenly  Father  bless  you  all  and  give  you 
rich  blessing  in  the  coming  New  Year,  you  and  your 
work  in  the  Lord's  service.  This  we  wish  you  in  Jesus' 
name  together  with  all  the  happiness,  peace  and  grace 
this  precious  name  contains. 

On  behalf  of  your  Danish  brethren  and  sisters  in 
Adamawa, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Ernst  I.  Engskov. 

P.  S.    I  wish  that  I  could  say  that  we  had  Christmas 


Chibuk  News  Notes 

BY  MARY  M.  PETRE 

In  the  New  Chibuk  Area 

It  will  soon  be  four  months  since  the  work  was  started 
here  at  Chibuk.  Since  that  time  our  program  has  con- 
sisted mostly  of  getting  acquainted  with  the  people  of 
the  Chibuk  area.  The  area  consists  of  the  Chibuk  vil- 
lage and  approximately  thirty  surrounding  villages.  In 
most  of  the  villages  the  compounds  are  scattered  over 
large  areas,  which  causes  some  difficulty  in  the  holding 
of  services. 
Increasing  Interest 

We  find  a  growing  interest  here  in  the  work  of  the 
church.  Attendance  in  the  local  village  church  has 
grown  from  twenty-five  to  just  over  one  hundred  since 
we  began  regular  services.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
put  more  benches  in  the  church,  and  yet  it  is  too  small. 
It  will  need  to  be  enlarged. 
In  Six  Villages 

Besides  services  in  the  Chibuk  church  each  Sunday 
there  have  also  been  services  held  in  six  out-villages. 
During  the  rainy  season,  it  is  a  little  difficult  to  get  to 
some  of  these  villages,  but  when  the  rains  are  over  we 
hope  to  hold  services  regularly  in  these  six  villages. 
School  Opened  With  Twenty- five  Pupils 

School  has  begun  with  an  opening  attendance  of 
twenty-five  and  a  promise  of  more  later  on.  We  have 
constructed  a  temporary  house  for  a  second  classroom. 
We  hope  that  there  will  be  a  real  interest  in  this  work. 
We  Pray  for  a  Nurse 

Since  we  as  yet  have  no  doctor  or  nurse  at  this  station, 
a  native  dispenser  is  carrying  on  the  medical  work.  We 
■do  hope  and  pray  that  our  nurses  will  soon  arrive  as  a 
nurse  is  greatly  needed  here.  So  many  people  come  to 
us  for  medical  aid. 
Our  Tremendous  Task 

We  do  feel  a  great  responsibility  in  our  new  work. 
We  are  asking  you  all  to  remember  us  in  prayer. 

Chibuk,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


greetings  from  our  home  country,  but  we  have  not — yet; 
some  might  come  still  and  we  are  confident  that  the 
Lord  will  keep  and  bless  our  loved  ones." 

A  small  quarterly  grant  is  being  made  to  these 
Danish  folks  from  our  relief  funds.  Last  spring 
they  had  received  enough  through  gifts  that  they 
were  able  to  reopen  some  of  their  work. 

On  Furlough  From  Africa. 


Garkida  News  Notes 

BY  MODENA  M.  STUDEBAKER 

Evelyn  Horn's  twenty  nursery  babies  are  doing  well, 
thank  you!  It  is  very  pleasant  to  watch  her  working 
with  them  so  quietly  and  efficiently.  The  older  ones  fol- 
low her  about,  chatting  comfortably  in  Bura,  and  calling 
her  "mama."  And  she  is  a  beloved  "mama"  to  them, 
too.  Occasionally  she  takes  two  or  three  of  them  to 
church  with  her.  What  a  treat  that  is  for  them,  to  be 
sure.  They  sit  very  quietly  and  are  well-mannered,  so 
"mama"  will  take  them  again  some  day. 

The  nursery  has  two  rooms  full  of  little  white  trundle 
beds,  one  kitchen,  a  screened-in  play  porch  and  a  hall- 
way lined  with  tiny  training  chairs  and  linen  cupboards. 
Miss  Horn  has  different  helpers  on  the  day  and  night 
shift,  but  the  most  valuable  one  of  all  is  Shetu,  a  child- 
less Christian  wife  with  a  passionate  love  for  children 
in  her  heart.  It  is  she  and  Miss  Horn  who  make  the 
nursery  a  real  home  for  the  little  black  babies. 

The  site  of  the  missionary  children's  school  has  had 
to  be  changed.  An  unofficial  letter  from  a  friendly  gov- 
ernment official  informed  us  that  the  site  we  had 
chosen  would  probably  be  denied  us,  so  it  was  thought 
best  for  the  school  committee  to  go  into  Jos  to  choose 
another  site.  The  men,  Clarence  Heckman,  Chalmer 
Faw  and  Dr.  Studebaker,  went  prepared  for  rain.  It  is 
well  they  did.  They  had  not  gone  far  before  they  came 
to  a  stream  bed  which  was  gorged  with  rushing  waters. 
As  there  was  no  bridge,  the  men  took  out  the  large 
ground-sheet  they  had  along,  spread  it  out  on  the  mid- 
dle of  the  road  and  lived  right  there  upon  it  for  the  en- 
suing nineteen  hours.  They  had  taken  reading  material 
and  games  along  for  just  such  an  emergency,  so  the 
time  passed  pleasantly  enough.  The  road  was  a  bit 
hard  for  sleeping,  but  that  was  a  minor  thorn  in  the 
flesh. 

Once  in  Jos,  which  is  about  400  miles  from  Garkida, 
they  surveyed  available  plots  and  chose  one  which  is 
some  four  miles  from  Jos  on  the  Rayfield  Road.  In  point 
of  scenery,  it  is  very  fine.  Water  is  available  and  elec- 
tricity can  be  brought  in  from  not  a  great  distance.  So 
this  new  plot  was  applied  for.  This  site  was  first  sug- 
gested by  government  friends  and  will  likely  be  granted 
to  us.  What  future  does  that  plot  hold?  Only  the  years 
ahead  can  tell.  We  pray  that  the  site  may  prove  to  have 
been  well  chosen. 

When  the  men  arrived  home,  their  children  searched 
their  pockets  diligently.  For  what?  Just  the  same  thing 
for  which  the  children  in  the  homeland  hunt  in  their 
fathers'  pockets  when  they  have  been  off  on  a  trip  to  the 
big  city.    And  sure  enough,  there  it  was! 

Mary  Faw  has  been  asked  to  carry  on  the  women's 
work  in  Garkida.  There  had  been  no  women's  group 
meetings  for  a  time  so  she  planned  a  social  gathering  for 
their  first  meeting.  A  group  of  fifty  women  and  nearly 
as  many  babies — so  it  seemed,  at  least — gathered  in  the 
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training-center  building.  Faye  Moyer  led  them  in  sing- 
ing, then  followed  a  short  business  meeting.  Lucile 
Heckman  led  in  prayer  and  gave  a  short  illustrated  talk. 
After  several  stories  and  songs  by  different  African 
women,  the  quiet  atmosphere  became  more  lively.  One 
elderly  Christian  woman,  Ma'ali,  told  a  Bura  story  which 
was  highly  amusing  to  the  women.  It  was  told  so  fast 
and  in  such  true  Bura  Bura  style  that  some  of  us  could 
only  faintly  guess  what  it  was  all  about.  Then  came  the 
friendly  eating  together.  Each  woman  and  each  child  ' 
old  enough  to  hold  a  cup  had  all  the  lemonade  they 
could  drink  along  with  a  delectable  native  food  called 
kwasi.  It  is  fried  in  deep  fat  (peanut  oil)  like  dough- 
nuts, but  it  is  made  of  bean  flour  and  seasoned  with  salt 
and  pepper.  The  only  regret  the  women  seemed  to  have 
was  that  they  could  not  have  containers  to  take  lemon- 
ade home  with  them.  Some  of  the  ladies  had  their 
hands  full  of  kwasis  as  they  left.  From  this  beginning, 
the  women  will  start  into  school  work.  There  are  to  be 
two  days  a  week  of  reading  and  Bible  classes.  We  pray 
that  these  Christian  mothers  can  reach  out  into  their 
rightful  place  more  and  more  fully  as  the  years  go  by. 


Birthdays  come  around  in  Africa  as  well  as  in  Amer- 
ica, We  have  found.  Of  course  to  one  as  young  as  Billy 
Bob  who  has  just  reached  the  tender  age  of  one  year, 
the  passing  of  time  means  no  such  thing  as  a  few  more 
graying  hairs  to  pluck  out.  Untroubled  by  any  such 
anxieties,  he  enjoyed  his  first  birthday  party  to  the  full. 
He  greeted  all  his  "uncles  and  aunts"  with  a  friendly 
smile  as  he  toddled  quite  steadily  from  here  to  there.  His 
mother  had  made  him  a  dainty  pink  cake  topped  with 
an  enormous  candle.  But  when  Billy  was  asked  to  blow 
the  candle  out,  he  insisted  on  reaching  for  the  flame  in- 
stead. Billy  is  the  Faw  son,  you  know,  and  if  you  re- 
member how  Daddy  Chalmer  looks,  you  know  just 
about  how  Billy  looks,  too. 

The  challenge  of  a  really  changed  life  is  coming  to 
different  ones  of  our  Christians.  This  is  a  story  concern- 
ing Kalu  of  the  Leper  Colony.  Kalu  is  a  hospital  work- 
er, a  member  of  the  church  committee  and  a  very  ear- 
nest young  Christian.  In  order  to  earn  a  little  money 
on  the  side,  he  does  sewing  on  a  machine  for  all  who 
bring  materials  in  to  him.  After  some  searching  dis- 
cussions in  the  fellowship  prayer  group  on  the  subject 


Reader's  left  to  right:  Ira  Petre, 
Mrs.  Mary  Petre,  Mrs.  Zalma 
Weaver,  Paul  Weaver. 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  December  6-13 


In  a  recent  share  letter  from  Africa,  both  the  Petre 
and  Weaver  families  added  a  few  lines  to  the  church 
groups  which  share  with  Africa  through  the  share  plan. 

Ira  and  Mary  Petre  tell  about  their  new  field  of  labor 
at  Chibuk.  We  quote:  "The  work  is  growing  at  Chibuk. 
We  find  ourselves  busier  every  week.  Church  atten- 
dance has  gone  from  twenty-five  to  just  over  one  hun- 
dred since  we  have  begun  regular  services.  It  became 
necessary  to  put  more  benches  in  the  church  and  yet 
it  is  too  small.    It  will  need  to  be  enlarged. 

"Services  are  being  held  in  six  out-villages  but  not 
as  regularly  as  we  would  like.  As  soon  as  the  rains  are 
finished,  we  plan  to  have  services  in  each  of  these  vil- 
lages every  Sunday.  The  interest  is  good.  There  are 
over  twenty  villages  in  this  territory  in  which  the  gos- 
pel has  not  yet  been  preached. 

"School  has  begun  with  an  opening  attendance  of 
twenty-five  and  a  promise  of  more  later  on.  We  have 
constructed  a  temporary  house  for  a  second  classroom. 
The  pupils  are  very  enthusiastic  about  the  school. 

"We  have  two  native  helpers,  a  teacher  and  a  dispenser, 
both  of  whom  preach.  These  men  are  a  very  great  help 
in  the  work  and  are  liked  very  well  by  the  Chibuk  peo- 
ple. 

"Dispensary  work  is  growing  and  we  find  the  need  of 
a  nurse  here.  We  sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  our 
nurses  will  soon  arrive.  It  will  mean  much  in  the  min- 
istry to  the  sick." 

Paul   and   Zalma   Weaver's   letter   brings   good   news 


from  Lassa  as  follows:  "We  usually  begin  our  work  in 
a  new  village  by  sending  out  schoolboys  to  hold  Sun- 
day services  there.  Later  when  the  village  is  ready,  we 
send  them  a  teacher-evangelist  to  live  in  their  village. 
Last  week,  representatives  of  five  villages  came  to  Lassa 
begging  that  we  might  send  them  teachers.  They  have 
seen  there  is  a  light  in  the  world.  They  have  come  be- 
seeching in  their  own  words,  'We  no  longer  want  to 
walk  blindly.'  These  five  villages  have  promised  that 
if  the  church  here  can  send  them  native  teachers  they 
will  build  a  schoolhouse  and  a  home  for  their  teacher. 
Some  have  promised  to  feed  the  teacher  if  he  will  only 
come.  These  strategic  centers  are  ready  for  the  harvest. 
Pray  that  we  may  find  the  laborers  to  enter  into  that 
harvest. 

"In  other  villages  we  have  teacher-evangelists  at  work 
now.  In  the  last  six  weeks,  three  of  our  teachers  have 
helped  us  give  the  covenant  to  sixty  people.  Each  of 
these  teacher-evangelists  has  returned  to  ask  that  others 
in  his  village  might  also  take  the  covenant.  Our  pres- 
ent group  of  covenant-Christians  is  over  150.  One  of 
our  big  jobs  for  this  year  is  to  help  prepare  them  to  be- 
come intelligent  baptized  Christians  in  a  year  or  so. 

"We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  trees 
that  we  did  not  plant.  We  would  not  want  to  trade  jobs 
now  with  anyone  anywhere.     It  is  harvest  time  here." 

These  accounts  from  both  the  Petres  and  Weavers 
should  cause  every  reader  to  breathe  a  sincere  prayer  on 
their  behalf.  If  our  places  were  reversed,  we  would  beg 
for  the  prayerful  backing  of  the  home  church. 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— December  6,  1941 


of  what  it  means  to  be  a  really  honest  Christian,  as 
Jesus  was  honest,  he  became  troubled.  He  went  to  an- 
other young  African  Christian,  Thlama,  and  said,  "You 
know  I  have  been  sewing  for  people  for  a  long  time,  and 
the  little  pieces  of  cloth  which  were  left  over  I  have  al- 
ways kept.  I  never  even  wondered  whether  it  was 
right.  Everyone  does  that  way,  don't  they?  But  now 
since  we  are  talking  of  being  honest  like  Jesus  was  hon- 
est, I  do  not  feel  right  about  it  any  more.  What  do  you 
think  I  should  do?" 

Thlama  answered,  "Well,  Kalu,  I  don't  believe  Jesus 
would  keep  the  left-over  cloth,  do  you?  Why  don't  you 
always  show  it  to  the  people  and  ask  them  if  they  want 
it.  If  they  say  yes,  you  can  offer  to  buy  it  for  a  little. 
If  they  say  just  keep  it,  then  it  is  yours.  That  way  you 
will  be  doing  like  Jesus  would  do."  So  Kalu  decided  on 
this  course.  Simple?  Yes,  but  a  way  requiring  true 
moral  courage  as  we  all  realize. 

The  project  of  the  building  of  a  school  for  the  children 
of  the  Africa  missionaries  is  just  about  under  way.  This 
month,  Clarence  and  Lucile  Heckman  plan  to  leave  for 
Jos  to  begin  the  laying  of  the  first  foundations.  We  feel 
the  thrill  of  the  pioneer  as  we  say  those  words,  "the  lay- 
ing of  the  first  foundations."  The  plans  of  the  first 
buildings  are  just  now  being  circulated  among  the  mis- 
sion staff  for  their  suggestions  and  approval.  We  pon- 
dered over  these  plans  long  and  seriously  just  yesterday, 
then  pinned  a  paper  with  a  few  suggestions  onto  the  roll 
of  papers.  Each  person  in  the  mission  may  do  likewise 
if  he  cares  to.  We  are  very  eager  to  get  the  buildings 
most  urgently  needed  built  first.  We  wish  to  have  them 
well  built  and  planned  so  that  they  may  be  adequate  for 
years  to  come.  The  first  buildings  are  to  be:  a  school; 
a  utility  building  including  garage,  laundry  and  chil- 
dren's playroom;  African  servants'  quarters;  a  smaller 
residence  for  the  teachers  or  teacher  and  nurse;  a  larger 
residence  to  house  the  couple  who  will  act  as  house- 
mother and  manager,  and  the  first  boarding  pupils.  A 
larger  hostel  will  be  built  later  as  its  need  is  more  fully 
understood  and  funds  are  available.  The  site  which  we 
have  applied  for  is  on  the  outskirts  of  Jos.  A  great  deal 
of  discussion  and  thought  and,  yea,  argument,  has  gone 
into  this  choice;  and  we  pray  it  may  prove  to  be  a  wise 
one. 

Building  materials  are  very  expensive  due  to  the  war, 
but  in  spite  of  this  we  feel  that  now  is  the  time  to  build. 
Now  is  the  time  when  there  are  more  children  in  Africa 
than  ever  before  because  of  war  conditions.  The  mining 
people,  other  mission  groups  and  business  people  are  con- 
stantly inquiring,  "When  is  the  new  school  going  to  be 
built?"  We  could  have  pupils  tomorrow  if  we  were 
ready  to  handle  them.    So  we  feel  that  now  is  the  "flood 

Upper  left:  a  group  of  women  and  children  stand- 
ing outside  the  door  at  the  close  of  the  Christmas 
service  last  year  at  Lassa. 

Upper  right:    inside  a  Bura  compound. 

Second  row:  girls  at  play  in  the  Garkida  board- 
ing school  compound. 

Third  row,  left:  schoolgirls  wearing  the  garments 
they  made  in  their  sewing  class;  right:  wives  of  mis- 
sion workers  coming  home  from  market. 

Inset  left:  Herman  and  Hazel  Landis  sitting  on  the 
steps  of  their  home  at  Marama. 

Lower  row,  left:     out-of-doors  class. 

Lower  row,  right:  a  faithful  Christian  mother  and 
her  son,  Peter. 


time  of  the  years"  and  that  we  must  press  into  the  work 
with  faith  and  vision.  There  are  mining  people  who 
have  spent  money  lavishly  in  landscaping  their  own  per- 
sonal gardens  at  their  residences  near  Jos.  They  have 
generously  offered  to  give  shrubs  and  slips  and  small 
trees  to  be  used  in  the  landscaping  of  our  new  property. 
They  have  also  offered  their  assistance  in  planning  the 
landscaping.  Will  you  please  remember  this  important 
project  in  the  strenuous  days  ahead? 

Dakwiama  came  to  the  hospital  from  Gardemna  for 
surgery.  Gardemna  is  a  station  which  was  tilled  by  the 
Flohrs  and  Mallotts  in  days  gone  by.  The  formal  work 
has  long  since  been  closed,  but  I  wish  that  the  Flohrs 
and  Mallotts  might  see  some  of  the  remote  products  of 
their  labors.    Dakwiama  is  a  man  far  above  the  average 
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Bura.  He  is  gracious  and  refined.  He  was  baptized 
some  years  ago.  He  has  grasped  at  every  word  of  Chris- 
tian teaching  and  encouragement  given  him  here  at  the 
hospital.  He  says,  "It  is  true  that  many  of  our  people 
have  moved  away  from  Gardemna,  but  there  are  some 
of  us  left.  And  we  are  so  thirsty  for  more  about  the 
water  that  Jesus  gives.  We  have  forgotten  so  many 
things.    Could  not  some  one  come  and  help  us?" 

Phonograph  Record  Medley.  Kutaduku,  a  little  girl 
of  about  nine  years  who  acts  as  nursemaid  for  Marilyn 
and  Joan  Studebaker,  was  asked  to  sing  a  song  in 
church.  She  was  to  sing  with  a  neighbor  boy,  Yeru. 
They  decided  upon  a  certain  familiar  hymn  and  prac- 
ticed it  several  times.  But  when  they  stood  up  to  sing, 
they  were  quite  petrified  at  the  sea  of  faces  before  them. 
They  finally  managed  to  get  started,  but  alack-a-day! 
They  were  singing  the  wrong  song.  They  felt  an  un- 
easy tremor  in  their  minds  apparently,  for  they  soon 
switched  off  into  a  second  song  which  was  still  not  the 
song  agreed  upon.  Feeling  something  was  amiss,  they 
passed  with  swift  dexterity  into  a  third  song,  still  not 
the  right  one.  In  the  third  song  they  got  into  a  rut  on 
a  certain  line  and  sang  it  over  and  over  again,  exactly 
as  a  phonograph  record  sometimes  does.  By  this  time 
the  missionary  felt  that  something  must  be  done  about 
the  situation  so  from  her  bench  she  started  the  song 
which  had  been  practiced.  By  this  time  the  children 
had  gained  considerable  experience  and  enthusiasm  and 
they  sang  the  hymn  with  gusto.  Needless  to  say,  the 
entire  medley  was  smilingly  enjoyed  by  the  audience. 

The  Garkida  Elementary,  Post-Elementary  and  Train- 
ing schools  started  on  July  14.  Miss  Moyer  has  been 
working  very  hard  getting  this  big  program  under  way. 
That  the  school  is  highly  popular  and  appreciated,  we 
have  all  learned  to  our  joy  and  grief.  All  of  our  house- 
boys,  cooks,  errand  boys  and  nursemaids  want  to  attend 
school.  It  upsets  our  households  dreadfully  to  have  all 
of  our  workers  gone  for  hours  each  day,  but  of  course 
we  let  them  go  and  truly  rejoice  at  their  eagerness  for 
knowledge. 

Pastor  Faw  and  his  native  assistant  pastor,  Gwanu, 
have  been  doing  splendid  work  in  the  Garkida  church. 
We  seem  to  be  experiencing  a  "flood  time"  in  church  at- 
tendance and  interest  just  now  also,  for  which  we  thank 
God.  The  attendance  at  preaching  services  the  last  two 
Sundays  has  been  262  and  251.  The  Leper  Colony 
church  under  Bro.  Heckman's  guidance  is  an  eternal  in- 
spiration. I  feel  constantly  that  they  are  the  ones  who 
are  leading  us  upward,  rather  than  we  leading 
them.  Their  attendance  at  morning  church  services 
runs  around  300  and  the  attendance  at  the  afternoon 
service  is  about  275. 

I  have  often  wondered  about  the  experiences  of  the 
early  Christians  on  that  day  of  Pentecost  so  long  ago. 
At  a  recent  joint  meeting  of  the  men's  fellowship  prayer 
group  of  the  Leper  Colony  and  Garkida  group,  we  ex- 
perienced something  so  fine  that  we  all  said,  "This  must 
be  like  the  day  of  Pentecost."  We  also  "spoke  in 
tongues"  in  the  sense  that  an  interpreter  was  needed  as 
English,  Bura  and  Hausa  were  all  spoken.  Here  is  just 
one  of  the  many  fine  testimonies  given: 

"My  story  is  like  Jonah's  story.  When  I  heard  God 
asking  me  to  go  and  teach  and  preach  in  a  certain  vil- 
lage, I  said,  'No,  God,  not  now.  You  see  my  fine  farm  of 
bananas,  mangoes  and  all.  I  am  making  good  money. 
I  cannot  go  now.'  So  I  would  not  listen  to  his  voice  but 
refused  him.    And  where  am  I  now?    On  my  fine  farm? 


No,  I  am  in  the  Leper  Colony.  And  many  of  the  young 
men  I  should  have  taught  God's  way  have  left  that  vil- 
lage and  gone  away  as  soldiers.  Now  I  truly  see  my  sin. 
When  God  calls  me  again,  I  will  surely  listen  to  his 
voice." 

Garkida,  Africa. 


Witnessing  to  God's  Leading 

Modena  Studebaker  is  sharing  with  the  home 
church  some  testimonials  and  confessions  from  the 
Fellowship  Prayer  Groups  at  Garkida,  Africa.  She 
feels  that  she  herself  has  received  rich  returns  from 
the  fellowship  of  these  groups  because  they  are  a 
constant  challenge.  She  says  that  the  group  at  the 
Leper  Colony  strengthens  and  cheers  her  whenever 
she  meets  with  them.  Three  of  the  leper  group  and 
one  missionary  have  spoken  out  of  their  hearts. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  such  heart  searching  would 
also  prove  a  blessing  to  those  of  us  who  read. — A. 
C.  M. 

We  Prayed  Very  Hard  Together 

To  My  Christian  Friends:  This  witness  is  true  in  my 
heart.  Our  prayer  group  is  most  pleasant  to  me.  At 
first  the  things  which  happened  between  my  wife  and 
me  were  not  good.  We  were  fighting  every  day.  If  I 
said  anything  to  her,  she  was  angry.  And  if  she  was  an- 
gry, I  was  angry  too.  Sometimes  for  two  days  we  would 
not  speak.  I  am  a  Christian  but  this  was  very  bad  for 
me.  Every  day  I  wanted  to  have  things  right  between 
us,  but  every  day  my  heart  started  up  in  anger.  One 
day  I  told  our  group  about  this  thing  in  my  heart.  Then 
the  missionary  asked  if  I  ever  prayed  with  my  wife.  I 
said,  "No,  only  by  myself."  She  said,  "When  you  pray, 
ask  your  wife  if  she  will  pray  with  you.  Then  pray 
very  hard,  both  of  you.  that  nothing  will  come  between 
you  that  day." 

Then  we  did  this.  When  we  did,  we  found  great 
help  in  it.  Two  weeks  now  nothing  has  come  between 
us.  Other  weeks  when  something  has  come,  anger  has 
not  risen  in  our  hearts.  This  is  a  great  joy  which  has 
come  in  following  Jesus  in  our  group. — Kalu  Lere,  Gar- 
kida Leper  Colony,  Africa. 


I  Want  to  Give  My  Witness 

Greetings,  Christian  friends,  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
Lord  of  us  all.  After  saluting  you,  I  want  to  give  my 
witness  to  you.  I  am  one  of  the  church  committee  of 
the  Garkida  Leper  Colony.  A  certain  thing  came  be- 
tween one  of  my  friends  and  me.  He  bought  a  chair 
and  owed  me  money  for  it.  I  asked  him  for  the  money 
for  two  months,  but  four  months  passed  and  though  I 
begged  him,  he  would  not  pay.  Then  my  heart  was 
spoiled.  So  I  took  him  before  the  chief.  The  chief  told 
him  to  pay,  but  when  he  would  not,  the  chief  took  the 
chair.  Also  because  the  chair  was  now  old,  he  told  him 
to  pay  me  6d  for  it.  He  did.  But  my  heart  was  not 
happy  because  I  had  received  the  6d  for  nothing.  My 
prayers  were  not  pleasant  to  me  any  more.  Before  this, 
I  often  had  good  dreams  from  God  in  answer  to  my 
prayers,  but  now  I  had  them  no  more. 

After  this  one  day  in  our  group  when  we  were  pray- 
ing, then  sitting  quiet  with  no  voice  heard  but  God  talk- 
ing to  our  hearts,  I  asked  Him  about  this.  He  showed 
me  that  I  should  go  and  give  the  6d  to  the  man.  I  called 
my  friend  and  told  him  that  the  voice  of  God  would  not 
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leave  me  until  I  gave  him  back  the  6d.  Now  we  are 
dwelling  as  friends  again.  Also  pleasantness  has  come 
again  into  my  heart  as  it  was  before. 

I   am   your   friend   in   the   name   of   Jesus   Christ. — 
Yatnandi,  Garkida  Leper  Colony,  Africa. 


With  All  My  Heart 

To  My  Fellow-Christians:  I  know  what  it  means  to 
be  a  missionary  with  a  divided  heart.  Part  of  my  heart 
I  really  gave  to  God  long  ago,  but  part  I  kept  back  just 
for  myself.  With  this  part  of  my  heart,  I  was  proud, 
even  of  being  a  missionary.  I  was  far  from  being  truly 
loving.  Also  with  this  part  of  my  heart,  I  was  very 
often  most  unkind  in  what  I  said  to  my  husband  and 
children  in  our  home.  Though  I  loved  them  dearly,  the 
sin  remaining  in  this  part  of  my  heart  caused  me  to  say 
cruel,  hasty  words.  I  tried  to  conquer  this  sin,  but 
could  not. 

When  I  went  to  America  on  furlough  in  1938,  I  met 
Kathleen  and  Conrad  Browne  on  the  boat.  Through 
their  courageous  Christian  witness  (in  spite  of  severe 
criticism)  and  the  books  they  loaned  me,  I  began  to  see 
how  my  heart  was  divided.  I  began  to  see  the  sin  of 
holding  anything  back  from  God.  Then  I  gave  him  all 
of  my  heart.  (I  say  this  most  humbly,  realizing  how 
often  I  still  stumble.)  But  I  thank  God  most  sincerely 
for  the  opportunity  of  "fishing  men  for  God"  each  day, 
and  the  glad  victory  he  has  given. — A  Missionary. 


When  the  Heart  Sits  Before  God 

My  Christian  friends,  I  salute  you  in  Jesus'  name.  I 
am  a  dispenser  and  teacher  in  the  Garkida  Leper  Col- 
ony. I  want  to  witness  of  how  God  has  helped  me.  I 
am  a  member  of  the  church  committee  here  and  the 
group  also.  In  our  fellowship  prayer  group  we  have 
prayer;  then  we  sit  quietly  before  God  to  listen  to  him. 
But  something  was  keeping  me  back.  When  God  tried 
to  show  me  some  things,  I  thought  it  was  only  my  own 
heart  speaking  to  me  and  not  God.  And  this  might 
even  be  true  at  times.  Then  we  studied  together  two 
ways  to  find  out  whether  it  is  really  God  showing  the 
way  or  not. 

One  way  is  to  go  to  another  Christian  friend  and  have 
a  quiet  time  together.    Then  see  what  God  shows  each 


World-wide  News 

Addressing  the  Philadelphia  ministerial  union,  Charles 
Clayton  Morrison,  editor  of  The  Christian  Century,  gave 
a  gripping  appeal  for  church  unity,  demanded  by  the 
kind  of  world  in  which  we  now  live:  the  missionary 
task,  religious  education  ("the  most  urgent  problem  of 
the  present"),  the  increasing  aggression  of  Roman  Cathol- 
icism, the  rise  of  totalitarianism,  the  envisagement  of 
a  new  world  order  and  the  decline  in  Protestant  spir- 
itual life. 

British  churches  are  considering  joint  or  federated 
missions.  Missionaries  have  had  to  evacuate  in  Korea 
and  parts  of  China,  and  plans  are  being  made  for  as 
many  as  possible  to  be  transferred  to  other  fields.  An 
example  of  federated  missions  might  be  for  an  inter- 
church  board  to  serve,  say,  in  the  Philippines,  and 
through  it  all  denominations  would  co-operate.  All 
churches  in  the  Philippines  would  merge  into  one  evan- 
gelical body. 


one  of  you  separately.  If  it  is  the  same  thing,  God  is 
leading  you.  If  it  is  not,  wait  for  God  to  show  you 
more  of  the  road. 

The  second  way  is  to  look  very  carefully  and  see  if 
there  is  any  evil  or  any  little  bit  of  selfishness  in  it.  If 
there  is,  it  is  not  God's  voice. 

So  now  I  can  know  the  voice  of  God  when  my  heart 
sits  before  him. 

I  am  your  friend  in  Jesus  Christ. — Timawus,  Garkida 
Leper  Colony,  Africa. 


"Fighting  Against  Tyranny" 

BY    J.    W.    LEAR 

Those  who  listened  in  on  the  President's  Armis- 
tice Day  radio  address  at  Arlington  will  recognize 
this  caption.  To  convince  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that  the  time  had  arrived  to  stop  the  ter- 
rorists and  the  madmen  across  the  waters  who  are 
out  to  get  our  democracy,  and  to  reconcile  the  citi- 
zenry to  his  deliberate  movements  toward  a  shoot- 
ing war,  seemed  to  be  the  burden  of  that  address. 
He  attempted  to  justify  the  action  of  the  Allies  in 
the  First  World  War  in  that  they  were  the  saviors 
of  democracy.  The  money,  the  property,  the  lives 
and  the  broken  homes  which  went  into  that  con- 
flict were  spent  with  profit  because  we  were  "fight- 
ing against  tyranny"  in  order  to  "save  democracy." 
Then  the  President  moved  hurriedly  across  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  and  attempted  to  justify  the  Sec- 
ond World  War  as  a  "fight  against  tyranny"  to 
"hold  democracy." 

The  rhetoric  of  the  address  was  superb  and  the 
voice  had  a  convincing  resonance  that  was  charm- 
ing. However,  to  one  who  was  listening  just  to 
another  address  and  who  had  no  special  leaning 
or  prejudice,  it  was  rather  easy  to  see  through  the 
veneer  some  very  weak  and  dangerous  implica- 
tions. One  could  wish  that  the  President's  logic 
would  stand  out  with  the  same  beauty  and  charm 
as  do  his  voice  and  language.  Many  of  us  who 
love  our  country,  who  would  like  to  see  her  take 
an  enviable  place  in  the  destiny  of  nations,  long  for 
leaders  who  are  much  more  than  mere  politicians, 
or  what  is  worse,  warmongers. 

Is  it  possible  that  the  heads  of  government  can- 
not see  that  "tyranny"  operates  in  "sundry  forms 
and  divers  manners"?  Armies,  navies,  and  air  ar- 
madas do  tyrannize  with  deadly  effect.  But  ag- 
gressive warfare  with  mechanized  units,  while  it  is 
easily  visualized,  may  be  no  more  tyrannical  in 
purpose  and  in  power  than  a  commercial  system 
which  "gluts"  one  great  group  of  society  and  at  the 
same  time  "guts"  a  greater  group.  The  latter  is 
more  subtle,  and,  therefore,  the  average  citizen 
may  be  fooled  as  to  its  despicable  nature.  Obvi- 
ously it  is  easy  to  "whoop  it  up"  against  a  tyran- 
nical movement  organized  around  physical  force. 
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And  people  who  do  not  discriminate  carefully  or 
analyze  causes  may  be  induced  easily  to  join  the 
parade  against  such  tyranny.  On  the  other  hand, 
these  same  people  may  be  told  of  a  wholesale 
economic  strangulation,  which  is  being  used  in  the 
same  tyrannical  way,  without  getting  much  dis- 
turbed about  it. 

The  writer  has  no  desire  to  underestimate  the 
destruction,  the  disaster,  and  the  devilishness  of 
the  "Axis"  nations.  Such  tyranny  is  almost  un- 
thinkable. But  I  dare  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
"Allies"  to  the  fact  that  they  were  the  victors  in 
the  First  World  War.  By  this  very  action,  ac- 
cording to  the  address  of  the  President,  they 
"fought  tyranny  and  saved  democracy."  They  had 
the  thing  for  which  they  fought  in  their  grasp. 
What  have  they  been  doing  for  it  and  with  it  these 
twenty-five  years?  The  first  move  was  to  bar  the 
vanquished  from  the  "peace  table."  Second,  they 
tyrannized  the  vanquished  by  taking  their  colo- 
nies and  their  navies  and  reducing  their  armies  to 
a  mere  police  force.  Third,  they  further  tyrannized 
them  by  forcing  an  indemnity  which  in  their  re- 
duced condition  they  could  not  pay.  Yes,  the  "Al- 
lies" won  the  war  but  they  lost  the  peace.  The 
growl,  the  greed,  and  the  grab  of  the  "Allies"  at 
this  table  created  the  wind  that  winged  the  seeds 
of  a  new  war  into  fertile  soil.  If  the  "Allies,"  as 
the  President  maintained,  "saved  democracy"  in 
the  First  World  War  they  should  have  attempted 
heroically  to  "hold  democracy"  by  establishing  a 
just  and  a  Christian  peace. 

The  contention  of  the  President  that  the  First 
World  War  was  fought  to  save  democracy  and  that 
the  Second  World  War  is  being  fought  to  hold 
democracy  is  good  campaign  material,  but  the  in- 
tervening twenty-five  years  of  history  "soured  the 
grapes  which  set  the  children's  teeth  on  edge." 
There  was  less  democracy  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Second  World  War  than  at  the  close  of  the  First 
World  War.  The  prize  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Allies.  What  did  they  do  with  it?  Evidently,  the 
best  that  can  be  said  now  is  not  that  "we  are 
fighting  to  hold  democracy,"  but,  rather,  that  this 
Second  World  War  is  being  fought  to  save  a  rem- 
nant of  democracy.  Even  if  we  admit  that  to  "save 
democracy"  we  must  meet  tyranny  with  a  tyranny 
of  the  same  kind,  but  with  greater  velocity,  it  is  an 
incontrovertable  fact  that  democracy  cannot  be 
held  or  maintained  by  either  a  political  or  an 
economic  tyranny.  Right  here  in  America  we  have 
less  democracy  than  we  had  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury ago.  Democracy  cannot  be  held  and  propa- 
gated in  a  system  by  which  a  few  favored  sons  can 
make  serfs  of  the  many.  That  is  old-time  mon- 
archy and  not  democracy. 


A  Prayer  on  Behalf  of  the  Children 

BY  ELLEN  HUTCHISON 

This  is,  O  Christ,  thy  world; 
And  thou  didst  come  to  earth 
To  bring  goodwill  and  peace: 
Thus  angels  sang  thy  birth. 

In  many  lands  today 
The  din  of  war  is  heard; 
Man  slays  his  fellow  man, 
And  eyes  with  tears  are  blurred. 

Thou  who  wast  once  a  Child, 
Look  down  in  pity  great 
On  children  in  all  lands 
Where  war  breeds  fear  and  hate. 

Shall  they  be  taught  to  hate, 
Whose  hearts  were  made  to  love? 
Not  theirs  the  blame,  I  plead, 
That  war-planes  zoom  above  .  .  . 

For  their  sweet  sakes,  O  Christ, 
Grant  that  these  wars  soon  cease, 
And  faith  and  love  regain 
Their  place  as  fruits  of  peace. 
Easton,   Md. 


I  am  writing  this  on  Armistice  Day — just  after 
the  President's  address.  I  could  wish  that  our 
Chief  Executive,  a  man  of  very  many  fine  qualities, 
instead  of  driving  constantly  toward  a  shooting 
war  and  urging  this  country,  even  against  the  will 
of  the  majority,  to  throw  all  of  her  weight  into  the 
maelstrom  of  war,  would  stand  for  peace,  and 
would  use  the  influence  of  this  great  nation  to 
bring  about  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  would 
move  steadily  and  persistently  for  a  conference  of 
nations — a  conference  at  which  the  interests  of  all 
people  would  be  respected,  at  which  national  lines 
would  yield  to  international  values,  and  at  which 
the  spirit  of  the  leaders  of  all  nations  would  mani- 
fest a  liberal  statesmanship  instead  of  a  petty  form 
of  politics.  It  is  painfully  evident  that  most  of  the 
emanations  from  our  administration  leaders,  as 
well  as  those  from  the  Churchill  government, 
speak  of  crushing  the  enemies,  policing  their  terri- 
tories and  creating  a  system  of  indemnities  which 
will  forever  bury  the  tyrannizing  microbes  and 
thus  guarantee  peace.  Can  it  be  that  the  past  has 
taught  us  nothing?  Is  it  possible  that  our  civiliza- 
tion has  learned  no  better  way  to  treat  with  an 
enemy  than  the  use  of  the  same  dastardly  methods 
he  employs?  Tyranny  can  be  fought  by  other 
methods  beside  bullets.  There  are  two  ways  one 
might  attempt  to  get  rid  of  an  enemy:  first,  burn 
him  up;  second,  thaw  him  out  and  make  a  friend 
of  him.  Nations  have  tried  the  first  and  have  made 
havoc.    It  is  time  at  least  to  try  the  second. 

Glendora,  Calif. 
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Peace  Among  Men 

BY  HARL  RUSSELL 

It  is  true  that  we  should  look  upon  Christmas  as 
a  happy  season.  There  is  every  reason  for  joy  and 
happiness  as  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  a  babe.  Two 
thousand  years  ago  all  the  world  received  a  royal 
Child.  Although  born  in  extremely  humble  sur- 
roundings, this  Child  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
Abraham  and  of  the  royal  house  of  David.  And 
as  befitted  royalty,  he  had  an  abundance  of  great 
and  honorable  names.  He  was  to  be  called  Wonder- 
ful, Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father 
and  Prince  of  Peace. 

Twenty  centuries  ago  not  only  a  king  was  born, 
but  in  that  same  birth  the  world  received  more 
than  a  royal  leader,  as  we  think  of  the  term.  This 
Child  was  to  be  a  great  Preacher,  a  peerless 
Teacher,  an  infallible  Healer  and  a  Friend  and 
Counselor.  Above  all,  he  was  to  be  a  Savior  and 
it  was  to  be  in  his  power  to  give  humanity  the  way 
to  the  life  abundant. 

Inasmuch  as  we  Christians  were  not  disappoint- 
ed in  the  One  who  was  ushered  into  the  world 
among  such  lowly  surroundings,  we  should  cer- 
tainly be  glad  to  celebrate  the  date  of  his  birth. 
His  life  and  teachings  have  influenced  our  institu- 
tions and  our  very  lives  so  profoundly  that  noth- 
ing should  prevent  devout  Christians  from  cele- 
brating his  birth. 

But  with  our  joy  there  needs  must  be  a  mixture 
of  sorrow.  He  whom  the  world  is  to  follow  is 
truly  the  Prince  of  Peace.  With  warfare  in  al- 
most every  corner  of  the  world,  surely  he  is  sad- 
dened and  grieved.  We,  his  followers,  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  sorrowful  since  war  embraces  ev- 
erything that  is  contrary  to  his  way  of  life.  On  the 
other  hand,  darkness  should  not  envelop  our  spir- 
its for  the  German  Christian,  Albert  Schweitzer, 
has  said:  "An  age  without  a  tear  and  persecution 
is  an  age  without  a  song." 

It  seems  that  the  best  way  for  us  to  be  happy  is 
for  us  to  do  something  for  others.  It  is  a  law  of  life 
that  those  who  are  most  truly  happy  are  those 
people  who  are  attempting  to  make  others  happy. 

We  Brethren  folk  have  a  great  opportunity  again 
this  yuletide  to  bring  joy  to  others  in  faraway 
places  who  do  not  know  the*  joy  of  Christian  living. 
There  are  many  who  have  never  experienced  the 
healing  grace  of  the  Christ,  who  have  never  been 
taught  the  way  of  life  that  leads  to  happiness  and 
contentment.  They  do  not  know  the  sweet  Christ- 
mas story  and  their  hearts  are  not  warmed  by  its 
message.  While  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Christ 
and  acknowledge  what  wonderful  blessings  he  has 
bestowed  upon  those  who  follow  him,  many  poor 
souls  across  the  waters  have  only  superstition  to 


guide  them,  and  a  very  limited  knowledge  of  life 
and  its  possibilities.    Think  of  them,  brethren. 

Our  opportunity  to  experience  real  joy  may  be 
found  in  participating  in  the  World-wide  Mission 
Offering.  Faithful  ambassadors  of  the  Christ  are 
in  our  several  mission  fields,  patiently  and  cour- 
ageously leading  men  and  women  to  Christ.  In 
our  gifts  of  money  at  Christmastide,  we  can 
through  our  missionaries  give  again  and  again  the 
Christ  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  What  better  gift 
could  you  give  this  coming  holiday  season  than 
the  Savior  to  brighten  dark  lives  and  to  lift  the 
burdens  of  ignorance  and  fear  from  human  beings? 

We  are  told  that  less  than  thirty  per  cent  of  all 
Protestants  in  North  America  will  give  anything 
this  Christmas  to  the  support  of  the  world  mission 
of  the  church.  How  much  we  should  regret  to  be 
among  the  seventy  per  cent  who  attempt  to 
"hoard"  Jesus  and  refuse  to  give,  and  thereby  pre- 
vent him  from  being  presented  to  some  needy 
lives  in  mission  lands.  Yet  we  must  realize  we 
cannot  have  him  unless  we  share  him  with  others. 
If  we  want  Christ  we  must  share  him  with  our 
fellow  men.  Did  he  not  say:  "Give,  and  it  shall  be 
given  unto  you;  good  measure,  pressed  down,  and 
shaken  together,  and  running  over"? 

If  there  is  to  be  peace  in  this  war-ridden  world, 
the  Prince  of  Peace  must  be  enthroned  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  To  all  of  us  comes  the  challenge 
this  December  to  give  of  our  means  so  that  every 
man,  everywhere,  may  experience  the  joy  that 
Jesus  brings  to  all  who  love  him. 

Would  you  be  supremely  happy  this  Christmas? 
If  so,  then  you  must  share  your  great  blessing  with 
others. 

Marshalltown,  Iowa 


Our  Own  Strength 

BY    JULIA    GRAYDON 

As  we  sang  the  words  of  Luther's  great  hymn,  A 
Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God,  I  was  impressed  anew  with 
the  sentence:  "Did  we  in  our  own  strength  confide,  our 
striving  would  be  losing." 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  when  we  need  strength  to 
fight  the  battles  of  life,  to  say  nothing  of  the  strife  of 
nations,  it  is  now. 

If  asked  to  give  my  favorite  verse  in  the  Bible  I 
think  I  would  say,  "In  quietness  and  confidence  shall 
be  your  strength." 

We  are  waiting  for  God  to  put  an  end  to  some 
events  in  this  world.  He  knows  we  can  do  nothing 
without  faith  in  him. 

"Did  we  in  our  own  strength  confide,  our  striving 
would  be  losing." 

Who  knew  the  truth  of  this  better  than  Martin  Luther? 
It  was  when  his  strength  was  at  the  failing  point  that 
confidence  in  God  gave  him  the  victory. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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HOME  AND  FAMILY 


^/ttee  Pen  Poxtn&til 

BY  MODENA  MINNICH  STUDEBAKER 

Portrait  of  a  One-year-old  Baby 

Morning. 

Baby  reaching  up  warm  arms  to  mother 

As  she  wakes, 

Refreshed 

And  smiling 

From  long  slumber. 

Reaching  to  be  taken  up  from  her  warm  bed-nest. 

Mother  burying  her  nose  in  baby's  fat, 

Soft  neck 

And  vainly  trying  to  flatten  baby's  wayward  hair 

Which  stands 

Straight,  and  defiant 

Like  a  naughty  schoolboy. 


Baby  eating  like  a  healthy  little  animal. 

Greedily 

Daring  mother  to  shovel  it  in  too  fast. 

Or,  turning  aristocrat, 

Waving  food  grandly  away 

With  an  imperious  little  hand. 

Getting  down  on  the  floor  to  continue  feeding  on 

Burnt  matches, 

Bobby  pins 

Or  that  delicacy  for  all  baby  gourmands, 

Ravelings. 

Long  ravelings. 

Short  ravelings. 

Any  kind  of  ravelings. 

(Ah,  these  tidbits  are  the  sweetest!) 

Daddy  coming  in.      v 

Baby  reaching  eagerly  for  him,  calling  loudly,  "Da 

da  da." 
Taking  a  few  wavering  steps  toward  him. 
Falling  down. 
Deciding  to  give  it  up 
And  crawling,  hurrying,  to  him, 
She  snuggles  down  on  daddy's  lap. 
A  bump  on  her  forehead — 
A  red  cut  on  the  bridge  of  her  nose — 
Bare,  dirty  feet. 
Bottom  damp. 

She  sticks  her  thumb  in  her  mouth 
And  snuggles  farther  down 
In  sweet  and  utter  content. 

Then — one  year  old  today. 

Mother  whisking  baby  out  of  her  nap 

To  dress  her  in  her  tiny,  demure  blue  gown 

Just  like  big  sister's. 

(Baby's  first  little  girl  dress.) 

Mother  wetting  down  that  stubborn  hair 

And  hanging  the  tiny  heart-shaped  locket  around 

Baby's  roily  neck, 

For  her  first  birthday  party. 

Little  toes 

Forced  unwillingly 

Into  new  white  shoes. 

Then  on  her  head  goes  the  first  poke-bonnet  hat. 

Baby's  sweet  little  face  peeping  out 

Like  a  rosy 


Sweet-pea  blossom. 

Oh,  darling!     You  are  lovely.  You  are  so  grown  up! 

You  are  one  year  old  today. 


Home  again. 

So  tired,  so  tired,  mother. 

Crying  her  sleepy  cry. 

Rubbing  her  brown  eyes  almost  out. 

"Oh,  mother,  hurry. 

Put  me  in  my  bed. 

I  can't  wait  one  more  minute." 

Then,  finally  tucked  securely  in. 

With  one  long  sigh,  and  eyes  shut  tight, 

She  is  in 

The  land  of  baby's  dreams. 


Portrait  of  a  Five- Year-Old  Girl 

In  the  morning 

A  busy  girl,  making  mud  pies,  mud  puddings,  mud 

cakes. 
Squatting  in  the  sand  box 
In  her  sturdy  blue  coveralls, 
Patting, 
Patting 

Tins  of  wet  sand, 
Pans  of  mud. 
Singing  softly  to  herself. 

Taking  care  of  dolly  Betty. 

Betty  throwing  up. 

Oh,  dear!     Bending  over  her  with  tender  solicitude. 

"My  darling  Betty. 

I'll  have  to  take  your  temperature." 

Reaching  for  a  pencil  and  putting  it  in  Betty's  mouth. 

"Why,  your  temperature  is  102! 

Poor  thing. 

I'll  have  to  put  you  right  to  bed, 

Here." 
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Rocking  the  cradle  and  stroking  dolly. 

In  a  reassuring  little  mother  voice, 

"You'll  get  better 

Pretty  soon  now,  Betty, 

Baby  Betty." 

Playing  for  the  first  time  on  the  slide  with  her  friend. 

At  first  cautiously  trying  just  half  a  trip. 

Getting  bolder. 

Two-thirds  of  a  trip  down. 

Then  at  last,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

Swish! 

Shrieks  of  excited  laughter 

And  little  girls  talking  very  fast. 

"Look,  mother. 

I  can  do  itl     I  can  do  it!" 

Hot  sultry  air. 

Afternoon  nap-time. 

What  an  awful  nuisance.    Lying  down,  then 

Getting  up  to  get 

A  drink — 

A  wet  washcloth  for  her  head — 

Her  dolly. 

Finally  settling  down  with  a  sigh.    But  just  to 

Wiggle,  wiggle,  wiggle, 

With  eyes  wide  open, 

Until  a  slight  stir  from  mother  or  daddy  arising 

Gives  glad  release. 

Dressed  up  for  Sunday  school 

In  dainty  yellow  dress. 

Fluffy  golden  curls  which  match, 

Peeping 

From  under  her  blue  hat  with  the  roses  on  it. 

Swinging  in  her  hand  the  blue  purse 

Which  holds  the  pennies  for  Sunday  school 

Tucked  safely  inside. 

Kissing  mother  good-by,  with  a  mouth 

So  soft, 

So  young. 


Portrait  of  Mother — Eighty-one  Years  Old 

Sabbath  morn. 

Sun — shining  and  golden. 

Mother  coming  out  on  the  front  porch  and  locking 

the  door, 
Looking  sweet  and  demure  as  she  walks  down  the 

steps 
In  her  plain  little  bonnet 
And  soft  plain  dress. 
Serene 

She  is,  and  filled  with  contentment, 
As  she  takes  the  few  steps  which 
Place  her  at  the  church's  door. 
Then  she  enters  in. 


Out  in  the  kitchen 

Bustling  around. 

Her  wavy  graying  hair 

Covered  by  her  prayer  veil 

And  her  sleeves  rolled  up  to  her  elbows. 

Making  luscious  lemon  pies  whose 

Fluffy  golden  tops  ooze  round,  golden  drops. 

She  has  never  failed  the  Ladies'  Aid  on  its  sale  day 

yet, 
And  she  certainly  isn't  one  to  begin  now! 

Her  armchair  drawn  up  close  to  the  radio. 
She  listens  awhile,  then  writes  on  thin,  white  paper 
To  her  children,  all  gone,  some  of  them  far  away. 
Homey  mother  love  sprinkled  generously  through 

all  the  letters. 
Bits  from  the  radio  speaker's  advice 
Getting  mixed  into  the  letters  here  and  there. 
She  smiles  as  she  writes,  and  rocks. 
Then  listens  awhile  again,  then  writes. 

Sitting  at  the  quilting  frame  at 
Ladies'  Aid 

Surrounded  by  her  friends  of  many  years. 
Everyone  chatting  at  once  as  they  work. 
(Does  anyone  take  time  to  listen?) 
Mother  does. 

Sitting  with  a  smile  on  her  face 
She  listens,  as  she  quilts  and  quilts.    Making 
Long 
Perfect 
Rows. 

Stitches  so  incredibly  tiny  and  precise 
Come  from  her  needle,  going  patiently  and  skill- 
fully 
Up  and  down, 
Up  and  down. 

In  her  accustomed  pew  in  her  church. 
Joining  in  the  hymns  and  the 
Prayers. 

Then  her  face  uplifted  to  the  minister 
In  sweet  attentiveness. 

Finally,  her  head  beginning  to  nod  drowsily 
In  the  warm,  quiet  air. 

Rousing  suddenly  to  catch  the  closing  words 
Of  the  sermon. 
All,  familiar. 
All,  satisfying. 
All,  deeply  beloved. 
Garkida,  Africa. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  7 

Sunday-school  Lesson,.  The  Nature  and  Work  of  the 
Church.— Acts  2:41-47;  Eph.  4:11-16.  Golden  Text, 
Christ  also  loved  the  church,  and  gave  himself  up  for 
it.    Eph.  5:25. 

Christian  Workers,  The  Prince  of  Peace. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  Our  Lives  Measured  by  His. 

Intermediates,  Eighteen  Days  Until  Christmas. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

Five  baptized  in  the  Coventry  church,  Pa. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Constance  church,  Ky. 

Seventeen  baptized  in  the  Curryville  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
J.  E.  Whitacre,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Pittsburgh  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Wilbur  Neff,  pastor. 

Five  baptized  and  two  reclaimed  in  the  La  Porte 
church,  Ind.,  Bro.  C.  C.  Cripe,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Tyrone  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  A.  M. 
Dixon,  evangelist. 

Six  received  on  former  baptism  at  the  Owl  Creek 
church,  Ankenytown,  Ohio. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Blue  River  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  J. 
W.  Fidler,  evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  First 
Central  church,  Kansas  City,  Kans. 

Nine  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Meyers- 
dale  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  evangelist. 

Two  baptized  and  sixteen  received  by  letter  in  the 
Washington  City  church,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Reading 
church,  Pa.,  Bro.  J.  S.  Showalter,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Turkey  Creek  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
H.  A.  Claybaugh,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  in  the  St.  Paul  church,  N.  C,  Bro.  Otte 
Utt,  evangelist,  Bro.  W.  M.  Leftwich,  pastor. 

Nine  baptized,  one  reclaimed  and  one  received  by  let- 
ter in  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C.  C.  Sollenberger, 
pastor-evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  seven  received  by  letter  in  the 
Spring  Creek  church,  Hershey,  Pa.,  Bro.  Ray  O.  Shank, 
evangelist. 

Ten  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  East 
Fairview  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre,  evan- 
gelist. 

•  •       • 

Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  J.  W.  Lear  of  Glendora,  Calif.,  Dec.  1-14,  in  the 
Glendale  church,  Ariz. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Hertzler  of  Marion,  Ohio,  Dec.  1-14,  in  the 
Fairview  church,  Ohio. 


Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  1-14, 
in  the  Heidelburg  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Joseph  E.  Whitacre  of  Lakeville,  Ind.,  Nov.  24 — 
Dec.  7,  in  the  Salem  church,  Ind. 

Bro.  Homer  F.  Hoover  of  Duncansville,  Pa.,  Nov.  30 — 
Dec.  7,  in  the  Riggles  Gap  church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Norman  Frederick  of  Hatfield,  Pa.,  Nov.  30 — Dec. 
14,  in  Cocalico  house,  Springville  congregation,  Pa. 
•       •       • 
Personal  Mention 

Florida  and  Georgia  has  chosen  Eld.  Philip  Lauver  as 
Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Confer- 
ence with  Eld.  A.  D.  Crist  as  alternate. 

Bro.  H.  H.  Kimmel  of  McLouth,  Kans.,  writes:  I  en- 
joy reading  the  Messenger  though  I  am  in  my  eighty- 
ninth  year."  That  must  be  why  he  renews  his  subscrip- 
tion. 

Bro.  A.  J.  Beeghly  is  open  for  several  revival  meet- 
ings during  the  coming  year.  He  would  appreciate  ear- 
ly arrangements  with  any  churches  desiring  his  serv- 
ices.   His  address  is  623  Ankeny  Ave.,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Sister  Pearl  Leather  man  has  gone  on  to  join  her  de- 
parted husband,  the  lamented  Eld.  Rolland  Leatherman 
of  Southern  Ohio.  The  transition  was  made  on  Thanks- 
giving morning,  Nov.  20.  Her  life  was  one  of  untiring 
faithfulness.  Some  of  her  most  recent  services  were 
given  at  Camp  Lagro  and  at  the  Chicago  Fellowship 
House,  described  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Her  last  days 
were  spent  with  her  children  at  Union  City,  Ind. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Harshbarger  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  nearing 
eighty-eight,  blind  for  two  years  and  a  semi-invalid  for 
six,  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis  Nov.  21,  which  leaves 
him  helpless  with  respect  to  his  left  side.  "His  mind  is 
clear  as  can  be,  knows  and  names  all  his  many  friends 
and  callers.  ...  So  patient,  so  trusting,  so  cheerful."  So 
writes  his  daughter,  Sister  Laura  E.  Haugh.  He  has 
many  years  of  faithful  service  to  remember  and  rejoice 
in. 

Bro.  W.  D.  Fisher  and  wife  are  closing  their  service 
of  some  five  years  with  the  Wooster  church  of  North- 
eastern Ohio.  They  regret  that  they  cannot  for  the 
present  continue  in  active  pastoral  work  on  account  of 
a  heart  condition  affecting  Sister  Fisher.  They  are 
grateful  for  the  many  kind  remembrances  received  and 
will  appreciate  the  continued  sympathetic  interest  of 
their  friends.  Their  new  address  is  New  Lebanon,  Ohio, 
care  of  Mrs.  Arden  F.  Denlinger,  their  daughter  with 
whom  they  will  make  their  home. 

Brother  and  Sister  Dale  Ferris  of  Gridley,  Calif.,  and 
son  Richard,  are  well  on  their  way  to  recovery  from  the 
serious  injuries  received  in  their  auto  accident  last  July. 
They  want  to  express  their  deepest  gratitude,  first  to 
God  for  his  healing  touch,  then  to  the  many  friends  who 
ministered  in  so  many,  many  ways.  They  would  espe- 
cially mention  the  Live  Oak  church  women,  their  filled 
fruit  jars  and  house  cleaning,  Pastor  Daugherty  and 
wife  and  the  La  Verne  quartet.  "Outsiders  saw  how  the 
Brethren  came  to  our  rescue  and  were  deeply  touched. 
.  .  .  They  sure  stick  together  when  you  need  them.  We 
say  amen." 
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Bro.  Mark  Schrock,  in  accordance  with  his  change  of 
work  from  pastor  to  camp  director,  changes  his  address 
from  Olympia,  Wash.,  to  C.  P.  S.  Camp  21,  Star  Route, 
Cascade  Locks,  Oreg. 

Sifter  Minerva  Metzger,  returned  China  missionary,  is 
reported  seriously  ill  at  the  Home  Hospital,  Lafayette, 
Ind.  She  suffers  much  and  the  prayers  of  the  church 
will  be  appreciated.  Her  companion  in  the  mission  field, 
Sister  Mary  Schaeffer,  has  gone  to  her  bedside. 

•        •        • 

Miscellaneous  Items 

"Our  district  had  planned  to  make  a  cookbook,  but 
after  I  read  in  the  Messenger  of  the  national  work 
planning  one  we  decided  at  district  meeting  to  unite  our 
efforts  with  you." — Mrs.  Nelle  Flickinger,  Raisin  City, 
Calif. 

To  Clerks  of  District  Meetings:  Annual  Conference 
has  made  it  the  duty  of  clerks  of  district  meetings  to  or- 
der the  Annual  Conference  Minutes  for  the  congrega- 
tions in  their  districts.  The  aim  is  to  place  a  copy  of 
the  minutes  in  every  home.  If  you  have  not  ordered 
the  Conference  Minutes  of  1941  we  suggest  that  you  do 
so  now.  Your  membership  should  keep  in  touch  with 
the  Conference  proceedings.  Send  your  orders  to  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House,  Elgin,  111. 

It  is  now  time  to  renew  Gospel  Messenger  club  sub- 
scriptions. In  case  all  the  subscriptions  of  the  present 
subscribers  do  not  expire  at  one  time  we  urge  that  an 
attempt  be  made  to  establish  a  uniform  date  for  expira- 
tions by  pro-rating  all  subscriptions  that  do  not  so  con- 
form. In  the  100%  club  plan  the  extra  months  (for  ten 
months  or  less)  will  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  10  cents 
per  month.  In  the  75%  club  plan  the  extra  months  (for 
ten  months  or  less)  will  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  12 
cents  per  month.  Where  new  subscriptions  need  t,o  be 
sent  in  during  the  year  these  should  be  pro-rated  on  the 
above  basis  so  their  expiration  will  coincide  with  the 
club  plan.  Full  remittance  should  accompany  your  club 
rate  order.  Be  sure  to  allow  from  four  to  six  weeks  for 
a  new  subscription  to  be  received  by  the  subscriber. 

The  Messenger  and  the  Tide 

"Time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man"  is  a  trite  and  true 
saying,  and  one  might  as  truly  state  that  printing  press- 
es wait  not  for  the  tides.  These  wise  adages  have  been 
proved  correct  as  the  copy  for  this  issue  of  Dec.  6,  1941, 
goes  to  press,  for  some  of  the  articles  expected  from  our 
missionaries  have  not  reached  the  office.  Ships  are  not 
coming  through  regularly  from  the  western  coast  of 
Africa  during  these  uncertain  months. 

Yet  in  spite  of  some  disappointment,  there  is  reason 
for  gladness  because  in  this  number  there  are  so  many 
interesting  items  of  news,  pictures  and  accounts  of  mis- 
sion work  which  have  reached  the  office  from  our  Africa 
missionaries  in  spite  of  delayed  ships  and  irregular 
schedules. 

These  special  field  numbers  of  the  Gospel  Messengers 
are  direct  messages  from  our  missionaries  and  should  be 
considered  as  personal  letters  filled  with  facts  concern- 
ing themselves  and  their  work.  Such  issues  are  like  re- 
source books  and  their  information  would  add  much  to 
any  mission  program.  The  vast  Gospel  Messenger  read- 
ing audience  is  invited  to  draw  up  its  chairs  to  the  floor 
lamp  and  enjoy  these  interesting  missionary  letters  from 
Northern  Nigeria. 


Gbeut  Iscoki 


Any  book  reviewed  in  this  column  may  be  secured  through 
the  Brethren  Publishing   House,   Elgin,   111. — Ed. 

Reality  and  Religion.  Henry  P.  Van  Dusen.  Copy- 
right, 1940,  by  the  Edward  W.  Hazen  Foundation.  86 
pages.     50c. 

The  author,  professor  of  systematic  theology  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  takes  note  of  the  question,  "Has 
Christianity  any  meaning  for  this  lacerated,  gasping 
world  today?"  and  in  this  brief,  simple  book  gives  an 
affirmative  reply.  His  thought  is  presented  in  the  form 
of  answers  to  three  smaller  questions.  "Why  religion?" 
is  answered  by  showing  that  religion  is  organic  to  life 
and  that  the  fullness  of  life  requires  a  high  type  of  re- 
ligion. To  the  question,  "Why  Christianity?"  he  re- 
plies that  the  faith  of  Jesus  is  a  faith  which  meets  life's 
needs.  (Parts  of  this  chapter  will  hardly  win  the  ap- 
proval of  Brethren  readers.)  In  the  third  chapter  he 
faces  the  question,  "Why  the  church?"  with  an  excel- 
lent summary  of  the  church's  contribution  to  the  total 
life  of  humanity  in  the  past  and  the  present.  In  a  brief 
epilogue  he  sketches  some  probable  future  trends,  and 
points  out  that  the  church  is  the  only  agency  which  can 
direct  life  aright. — Ora  W.  Garber. 

The  New  Testament  in  Basic  English.  E.  P.  Dutton  & 
Co.,  1941.    548  pages.    $2.00. 

This  is  a  recent  translation  of  the  New  Testament  by 
a  group  of  scholars  in  England.  The  distinguishing  fact 
about  it  is  that  the  whole  New  Testament  has  been  put 
into  an  English  vocabulary  of  less  than  a  thousand 
words.  The  value  of  this  will  be  apparent.  Children, 
English-speaking  people  of  limited  education,  and  peo- 
ple whose  native  language  is  not  English  will  be  able 
to  read  the  New  Testament  with  ease  and  enjoy  it  as 
never  before.  The  putting  of  the  Scriptures  into  sim- 
ple language  that  can  hardly  be  mistaken  will  not  be 
amiss  for  some  of  the  rest  of  us  who  do  not  fall  under 
these  classifications. 

This  is  not  a  Testament  to  replace  the  older  accepted 
versions.  It  is  rather  an  aid  to  the  understanding  of  the 
New  Testament  books.  Such,  in  the  writers'  'view,  is 
the  function  of  all  the  modern  speech  versions. 

The  translating  appears  to  be  well  done,  though  oc- 
casionally there  is  an  expression  that  sounds  British. 
A  similar  translation  of  the  Old  Testament  is  under 
way.— E.  G.  Hoff. 

Secretly  Armed.  Allen  Hunter.  Harper  and  Broth- 
ers, 1941.     159  pages.    $1.50. 

Here  is  tonic  for  the  soul!  It  is  one  of  the  best  books 
we  have  ever  read  on  the  secrets  of  the  spiritual  life. 
One  is  constantly  impressed  by  the  unique  and  winsome 
insight  of  the  author.  One  lays  the  volume  aside  with 
a  feeling  of  gratitude  and  wonder,  saying,  "  'Once  again 
I  have  seen  it';  I  have  seen  the  gospel  of  redeeming  love 
at  work  in  the  lives  of  men."  The  true  saint  has  sort 
of  a  fifth  dimension,  a  power  that  is  strange  to  those 
who  have  not  felt  it,  but  very  real  and  satisfying  to  all 
who  possess  it.  This  power  of  the  saint,  even  with  the 
most  wicked  of  men,  is  like  that  of  the  trainer  of  the 
poisonous  reptile  or  ferocious  beast.  This  power  or 
superhuman  influence  with  men  is  seen  in  men  like 
Gandhi,  Kagawa  and  St.  Francis.    It  was  demonstrated 
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by  Stephen  and  Paul  in  persecution,  and  in  fact  shines 
most  brightly  in  darker  hours  of  human  experience. 
It  was  found  pre-eminently  in  Christ.  But  "secret  arms" 
are  not  only  the  possession  of  the  noted  saints;  they  may 
be  in  the  most  humble  servant  girl  or  farmer.  Pastors 
usually  discover  one  or  more  in  every  community,  folks 
who  live  radiant  and  victorious  lives  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  uninspiring  and  trying  circumstances. 

The  author  gives  in  simple  words,  supported  by  living 
examples,  the  technique  of  being  "secretly  armed."  This 
power  of  "soul  force"  is  the  answer  and  the  hope  for  a 
world  trembling  before  the  might  of  giant  machines  of 
destruction.  And  it  is  also  the  personal  answer  for  all 
who  are  afraid,  selfish,  weak,  ineffective  or  defeated  in 
the  Christian  race.  A  host  of  good  moral  people,  re- 
spected by  their  neighbors  and  trusted  by  their  friends, 
are  worried  and  discouraged  and  have  a  longing  for 
something  that  seems  just  beyond  their  grasp.  And  in 
this  hour  of  world  crisis  they  are  afraid.  This  book  will 
help  you  to  find  the  spiritual  power  you  need.  For  this 
is  one  of  the  clearest  explanations  of  pacifism  we  have 
seen.  Following  the  foreword,  Secretly  Armed,  the 
chapter  titles  are:  Safety  First,  Old  and  New  Armor, 
Substitute  for  Defensiveness,  Power  "With"  Not  "Over" 
People,  The  Path  From  Abnormality,  Overcoming  Or- 
ganized Hatred,  and  The  Technique  of  the  Saints. — Mer- 
lin C.  Shull. 


Christ  Jesus.  John  A.  Dakes.  Associated  Authors, 
Chicago,  1940.    320  pages.     $2.50. 

This  book  undertakes  to  set  forth  "the  authentic  story 
of  the  Founder  of  Christianity  as  told  in  the  four  gos- 
pels." The  author  is  a  native  of  Crete,  born  of  Greek 
parents  and  schooled  in  the  Greek  language  in  child- 
hood. Of  late  he  has  been  a  translator  for  an  American 
publisher.  He  has  come  to  value  the  gospel  story  and 
in  this  book  translates  the  four  gospels  anew,  drawing 
heavily  upon  his  Greek  heritage  and  schooling  to  make 
the  meaning  clear. 

He  is  a  layman,  as  far  as  New  Testament  study  is 
concerned.  This  appears  in  his  introductory  chapters 
where  he  surveys  the  history  of  the  Hebrew  people  and 
of  the  writing  of  the  New  Testament.  One  wishes  that 
he  had  had  more  help  from  historical  scholarship  in  his 
use  of  the  work  of  Josephus  and  the  early  Christian 
fathers  as  well  as  in  matters  regarding  the  Biblical 
books.  But  he  is  not  to  be  despised  on  this  account,  for 
it  is  amazing  how  many  discoveries  are  made  by  laymen 
who  are  untrammeled  by  the  conventionalities  of  schol- 
arship. 

There  are  many  fresh,  invigorating  phrases  in  Dakes' 
translation  of  the  gospels.  The  reader  must  prepare  to 
be  startled,  not  only  by  unaccustomed  language  but  by 
unusual  usages.  Examples  of  the  latter  are:  Matt.  5: 
28 — Everyone  who  looks  at  a  woman  to  lust  after  her, 
has  adulterated  her  already  in  his  heart;  John  6:61 — 
Does  this  scandalize  you?  Also  an  occasional  word  is 
merely  transliterated.  Examples:  Mark  1:4 — For  the 
aphesis  of  sins;  Mark  4:29 — No  aphesis  for  aeon,  but 
is  bound  by  an  aeonian  sin;  Luke  1:10 — Enter  into  the 
naos;  Luke  9:24 — Whoever  wishes  to  save  his  psyche; 
Luke  19:18 — Lord,  your  mna  has  made  five  mnas;  John 
1:1 — And  the  Logos  was  Theos;  John  3:16 — May  not 
perish,  but  have  aeonian  life;  John  11:24— Will  rise 
...  at  the  eschatos  day;  John  19:29 — A  vessel  was  lying 
there  full  of  onos. 


A  glossary  is  provided,  so  that  the  reader  can  make  up 
his  own  mind  about  the  instances  in  which  the  trans- 
lator has  refrained  from  expressing  an  opinion.  It 
should  be  said  that  there  are  comparatively  few  such  in- 
stances. 

The  attention  given  to  healing  is  capitalized  on  the 
jacket  to  attract  Christian  Science  practitioners,  but  on 
the  whole  the  work  does  not  seem  to  show  any  great 
bias.  It  appears  to  be  an  honest  effort  to  throw  new 
light  on  the  gospel  story. — E.  G.  Hoff. 


Handbook  of  Dedications.  Church  World  Press,  1941. 
154  pages.    60  cents. 

This  in  indeed  a  Handbook  of  Dedications.  Fifty-one 
dedicatory  services,  each  for  a  separate  occasion,  are  in- 
cluded in  this  volume.  The  services  are  arranged  under 
seven  titles;  namely,  The  Church,  Furniture  and  Equip- 
ment, Worship  and  Consecration,  Stewardship  and  Fi- 
nance, Choir  and  Organ,  The  Church  School,  and  the 
Home.  Before  reading  this  book,  one  who  was  reared 
in  a  rather  informal  church  could  scarcely  think  of  so 
many  consecration  services.  For  instance,  forms  are 
suggested  for  the  following  church  equipment:  com- 
munion table,  baptismal  font,  bulletin  board,  church 
hymnals,  memorial  bell,  a  religious  painting,  a  cross,  an 
electric  sign,  chancel  furniture,  pulpit  Bible,  a  memorial 
window,  lighting  fixtures,  U.  S.  and  Christian  flags,  a 
private  communion  set,  a  communion  set  and  robes  or 
vestments.  One's  tastes  and  the  habits  as  well  as  the 
wishes  of  the  congregation  will  largely  determine  how 
many  such  services  should  be  planned.  This  book  is 
very  suggestive  and  the  forms  are  well  prepared.  How- 
ever, they  will  be  most  useful  when  they  become  mere- 
ly an  inspiration  to  awaken  the  native  ability  of  the 
one  who  uses  them.  Forms  rightly  used  bring  beauty 
and  helpfulness  into  the  church  life.  But  much  care  is 
necessary  if  formalism  is  to  be  avoided. — Merlin  C. 
Shull. 


Nature  Sermons.  Fred  Hartley  Wight.  Zondervan, 
1941.     106  pages.     $1.00. 

Here  are  ten  beautiful  and  inspiring  nature  sermons 
that  will  open  windows  of  insight  to  great  truths,  for  all 
mystic  spirits.  The  value  of  nature  sermons  is  not  so 
much  in  what  they  say  as  in  the  way  they  stir  the  mind 
of  a  real  preacher  to  think  thoughts  he  has  not  thought 
before  and  to  see  beauty  and  hear  voices  he  has  not  seen 
or  heard.  In  these  sermons  the  mountains  proclaim  the 
majesty  and  strength  of  God,  the  heavens  declare  his 
glory,  the  oceans  speak  of  his  vast  resources  of  energy 
and  power,  the  rocks  proclaim  what  a  firm  foundation  is 
laid  for  those  who  trust  him,  the  trees  show  how  the 
firmly-rooted  can  withstand  the  storms,  the  rivers  water 
the  soil  and  satisfy  its  thirst,  the  birds  are  messengers  of 
song,  proclaiming  a  calm  trust  in  the  heavenly  Father 
that  feeds  them,  and  the  desert  proclaims  the  value  of 
solitude  and  dependence  on  God.  These  are  good  ser- 
mons but  they  will  do  more  for  the  preacher  who  tries 
to  let  them  give  wings  to  his  imagination  than  for  him 
who  unwisely  tries  to  preach  them  as  they  are. 

The  chapter  titles  'are:  My  Father's  World,  Spiritual 
Fragrance  From  the  Flowers,  The  Language  of  the 
Heavens,  God's  Messages  From  the  Mountains,  God's 
Messages  From  the  Ocean,  Spiritual  Truth  From  the 
Rocks,  Refreshing  Breezes  From  the  Trees,  Songs  of 
Blessing  From  the  Birds,  and  Spiritual  Benefits  From 
Desert  Experiences. — Merlin  C.  Shull. 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WORK 


19 


Seo&ial  *lhUuf4,  Ja  ^Uwtk  Ahcuit 


Thank  You  for  Messenger  Gains 

'  By  E.  M.  Hersch,  Manager  Brethren  Publishing  House 

We  are  now  making  plans  for  the  new  year  for  the 
promotion  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  Club  plan.  May  I 
first  thank  all  who  had  any  part  in  the  splendid  increase 
realized  last  year  when  we  were  able  to  push  the  sub- 
scription from  23,500  to  30,500.  From  the  reports  I  re- 
ceived from  several  hundred  ministers,  I  found  that  min- 
isters, Gospel  Messenger  agents,  women's  and  men's 
work  groups,  Sunday-school  superintendents,  teachers 
and  classes  as  well  as  B.  Y.  P.  D.'s  were  referred  to  in 
many  letters  as  deserving  honorable  mention.  I  do 
sincerely  thank  each  person  as  well  as  each  group  for 
whatever  you  did  last  year. 

Some  people  reported  that  our  Gospel  Messenger 
agents  would  not  like  the  plan  as  it  gives  them  nothing 
for  their  work.  Up  to  the  present  moment  I  have  not 
received  a  single  complaint  from  our  Gospel  Messenger 
agents.  They,  like  the  rest  of  our  church  people,  are 
most  happy  when  we  can  get  a  church  headed  toward 
the  100%  club  plan. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  after  careful  and  prayerful 
consideration  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House  decided  to  keep  the  club  prices  at  the 
present  low  levels.  If  our  churches  respond  again  this 
year  as  was  the  case  last  year,  I  believe  that  to  be  the 
best  possible  guarantee  that  the  100%  club  may  remain 
at  $1.00.  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  and  pray  that  we  may 
reach  40,000  subscriptions  within  the  next  five  years? 

Have  you  business  men  given  careful  study  to  the 
plan?  Have  you  studied  the  cost  to  you  and  your 
church  by  not  having  a  club  plan  in  your  church? 
Should  not  every  family  unit  in  every  church  receive 
the  church  paper?  Is  there  a  single  church  in  the  broth- 
erhood that  requires  a  man  first  to  pay  a  fee  for  a  pew 
before  allowing  him  a  place  in  the  church  services?  Any 
method  based  on  ability  to  pay  is  based  on  the  soundest 
principle  I  know.  Is  it  fair  for  some  people  to  pay  more 
income  tax  than  others?  Uncle  Sam  seems  rather  dog- 
matic on  the  fairness  of  the  income  tax  principle.  If  in 
a  church  having  weekly  pledges  from  $.05  per  week  to 
$5.00  per  week,  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  placed  in  the 
budget,  how  could  the  members  pay  for  their  church 
paper  by  a  fairer  method  than  on  the  same  basis  as  all 
other  necessary  expenses  of  a  well-managed  church? 

Last  year  we  received  17,150  subscriptions  from  the 
331  100%  club  churches.  I  wish  to  extend  an  invitation 
to  the  353  75%  club  churches  who  sent  in  10,403  sub- 
scriptions to  enroll  in  the  100%  club  plan. 

Many  of  the  340  remaining  churches  have  expressed 
to  me  and  others  their  intention  of  enrolling  in  one  of 
the  above  mentioned  clubs.  It  may  interest  you  to 
know  that  some  other  church  denominations  are  using 
our  principle  with  excellent  results.  Many  churches  are 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  cost  them  more  to 
stay  out  of  the  club  than  to  join  the  club.  Can  you 
think  of  any  substitute  method  of  giving  correct  infor- 
mation for  the  low  cost  of  $1.00  per  year  per  family 
unit?  Many  churches  report  that  it  has  done  much  to 
bring  a  better  spirit  among  the  members,  as  well  as 
"been  a  real  aid  in  promoting  both  the  general  and  local 
program  of  our  church. 

One  man  wrote  me  that  he  was  trying  to  figure  out 


where  he  spent  the  dollar  he  saved  last  year  by  not  sub- 
scribing to  the  church  paper.  He  now  feels  it  would 
cost  him  much  more  than  a  dollar  per  year  to  be  with- 
out the  family  church  circle  letter. 


Locating  Brethren  Farmers 

By  Lloyd  Klotz,  Fredericksburg,  Iowa 
We  feel  that  the  church  should  be  the  center  of  every 
community.  Here  at  the  Spring  Creek  church  we  are 
attempting  to  create  a  community  center:  first,  by  evan- 
gelism; secondly,  by  attempting  to  locate  Brethren  peo- 
ple in  the  community.  If  you  are  one  of  those  Brethren 
families  that  are  isolated  from  the  church,  or  if  you 
contemplate  moving,  we  would  like  very  much  to  hear 
from  you.  We  would  especially  like  to  hear  from 
Brethren  people  who  might  be  interested  in  purchasing 
farms.  We  have  five  farms  being  offered  for  sale  within 
a  two-mile  radius  of  the  church.  They  range  in  size 
from  eighty  to  240  acres. 

If  you  are  interested  in  moving  into  a  prosperous  com- 
munity with  a  growing  church,  productive  soil,  good 
roads  and  good  schools  near  by,  write  Lloyd  Klotz,  Sec- 
retary Brethren  Men's  Organization,  Fredericksburg, 
Iowa. 


A  Brethren  Fellowship  House 

By  Wilbur  Stern,  President  of  Fellowship   House,   Chicago,   111. 

The  problems  of  the  world  would  be  oiled  consider- 
ably if  everyone  was  kept  busy  with  a  challenging  and 
constructive  task. 

The  Brethren  youth  in  Chicago  are  working  out  an 
interesting  experiment.  It  has  long  been  a  problem  in 
this  city  to  keep  track  of  the  many  young  people  who 
come  here  looking  for  work,  education,  or  the  foot  of 
some  rainbow.  If  these  people  are  not  directly  con- 
nected with  the  church  seminary,  or  have  some  other 
bonds  of  contact,  they  easily  lose  interest  in  religious 
matters. 

Noting  this,  the  older  youth  organization  of  the  First 
church  felt  the  need  of  a  Fellowship  House.  Around 
this  Fellowship  House  they  felt  they  could  tie  the  inter- 
est of  new  people  coming  to  Chicago.  It  would  also 
make  for  a  closer  contact  with  the  three  hundred  Breth- 
ren young  folks  in  the  city  who  do  not  regularly  attend 
church. 

It  was  first  necessary  to  buy  a  house.  To  do  this  re- 
quired money.  Our  youth  had  the  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing the  initiative  in  something  difficult.  The  house  se- 
lected cost  $7,750.  The  raising  of  this  sum  called  for 
the  development  or  discovery  of  some  business  ability. 
Plans  were  drafted  and  help  solicited.  An  advisory 
board  consisting  of  four  members  selected  by  the  church 
and  three  selected  by  the  young  people  was  set  up.  The 
board  was  fortunate  in  having  as  its  older  members  an 
attorney,  a  doctor,  a  real  estate  man,  and  a  business 
analyst.  The  three  younger  members  of  the  board  were 
made  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer.  Money  was 
solicited  in  the  form  of  loans  and  donations  from  indi- 
viduals and  organizations.  The  idea  had  to  be  sold  to 
the  people.  It  was  a  good  idea  and  people  liked  it.  Of 
course,  there  was  opposition,  as  is  natural  in  any  new 
enterprise.  The  young  people  involved  learned  that 
money  comes  hard.     They  also  learned  that  with  hard 
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work  and  a  sincere  purpose  it  can  be  found.  The  great 
generosity  of  the  American  people  was  clearly  demon- 
strated. 

The  old  stone  house  that  was  purchased  consisted  of 
fourteen  rooms  and  had  to  be  converted  from  a  resi- 
dence. In  connection  there  was  a  five-car  garage  with 
an  apartment  overhead.  The  apartment  had  formerly 
served  as  servants'  quarters.  This  made  room  for  a  total 
of  thirty  people  to  live. 

This  was  the  Fellowship  House  we  had  wanted.  It  is 
located  at  3426  W.  Adams  Street.  In  order  to  make  our 
idea  successful,  we  decided  to  make  the  house  a  recre- 
ational center.  This  would  provide  a  central  bond  of 
interest,  and  would  enlist,  as  was  necessary,  many  more 
people  than  those  who  would  live  there. 

Interest  in  the  project  gained  momentum  as  work  on 
the  house  started.  This  work  was  necessary  before  any 
program  could  be  promoted.  The  place  was  well  laid 
out,  but  run  down,  and  much  in  the  need  of  redecora- 
tion.  Most  people  preferred  to  decorate  and  arrange 
their  own  rooms.  It  was  interesting  to  watch  people 
read  magazines  for  ideas  and  then  try  these  ideas  out  on 
the  place  in  which  they  were  to  live.  Everyone  co- 
operated. Furniture  was  bought  and  donated.  We  went 
to  a  large  bedding  manufacturer  and  got  beds  made  un- 
der our  own  specifications.  We  had  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing responsible  for  the  selection  of  pieces  that  would 
serve  our  purpose,  and  then  of  watching  how  they  were 
made.  Many  of  the  young  people  purchased  part  of  the 
furniture  and  fixtures  for  their  rooms  at  their  own  ex- 
pense.   They  enjoyed  doing  it. 

Two  new  bathrooms  had  to  be  installed.  The  plumb- 
er's estimate  for  this  job  was  $985.  With  supervision  we 
did  the  work  ourselves  for  less  than  $200.  Have  you 
ever  wondered  how  the  drains  and  water  pipes  of  a 
house  are  installed?  It  was  our  pleasure  to  find  out. 
When  we  are  all  done  we  can  smile  with  satisfaction 
whenever  anyone  mentions  plumbing. 

The  house  includes  a  large  recreation  room.  This 
room  has  an  inlaid  walnut  and  birch  floor  and,  at  one 
end,  a  fireplace.  We  hope  eventually  to  have  Venetian 
blinds  on  the  windows.  To  one  side  of  the  recreation 
room  is  a  grill  room  where  candy,  soda,  and  sandwiches 
are  sold.  This  grill  operates  on  the  honor  system  and 
the  profit  goes  to  the  house.  We  have  a  boarding  club 
operated  on  a  nonprofit  basis  for  those  who  wish  to  eat 
there. 

The  house  and  its  organization  is  operated  on  a  co- 
operative basis.  Besides  our  advisory  committee,  we 
have  a  house  committee  for  handling  details  of  the 
house.  There  is  also  an  activities  committee  for  the 
execution  of  ideas. 

We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  securing  a  house 
mother  who  has  vast  experience  with  young  people.  The 
success  of  the  Fellowship  House  is  already  apparent. 
People  have  learned  new  things.  We  are  continually 
giving  people  opportunity  to  take  responsible  positions. 
We  find  that  individuals  are  all  potential  leaders  and 
have  endless  possibilities. 

As  there  will  always  be,  there  is  much  work  to  be 
done.  We  must  still  look  for  furniture,  blankets,  games, 
money,  and  ideas.  Our  recreational  program  has  to  be 
developed  into  a  well-planned,  fast-moving  outlet  for 
interesting  activities.  We  want  young  folks  to  find  the 
Fellowship  House  a  good  place  to  visit,  if  they  want  to 
relax,  or  a  place  to  come  and  play.  Most  of  all  we  want 
it  to  be  a  place  where  people  will  have  a  chance  to  take 


part  in  something  absorbing,  constructive,  and  interest- 
ing. 

We  would  like  to  present  our  Fellowship  House  as  a 
suggestion  for  similar  projects  in  other  groups.  Some 
other  idea  may  be  more  suitable  in  other  communities, 
but  we  would  like  to  inspire  others  to  discover  and  mas- 
ter some  big,  worth-while  problem.  It  will  not  only  de- 
velop greater  young  people,  but  will  make  the  world  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live.  This  is  Christianity  in  ac- 
tion! 


Our  Camping  Program 

By  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Director  of  Young  People's  Work 

The  statistical  camp  report  calls  for  a  few  observa- 
tions. The  report  is  as  accurate  as  we  are  able  to  make 
it,  yet  if  there  are  any  mistakes  we  would  like  to  know 
about  them.  We  have  listed  a  seven-year  summary  re- 
port for  comparative  purposes.  Such  a  comparison  is 
interesting. 

Total  attendance  has  been  increasing  rapidly.  The 
greatest  increase  has  been  in  junior  camps.  The  young 
people's  camps  reached  their  heights  of  attendance  in 
1940,  declining  approximately  five  hundred  this  year. 
There  are  perhaps  two  reasons  for  this  decline.  The 
first  is  the  war  emergency  which  has  introduced  the  se- 
lective service  law  and  increased  opportunities  for  work. 
The  other  major  reason  is  the  relief  and  work  camp 
program.  The  work  camps  are  appealing  to  the  more 
mature  campers  and  serve  somewhat  as  a  graduate  school 
in  camping.  The  work  camper  should  first  have  experi- 
ence in  our  regular  summer  camp.  A  third  reason  for 
decline  in  young  people's  attendance  may  be  the  same- 
ness of  our  camping  program.  Each  age  group  should 
perhaps  be  more  distinctive. 

Another  observation  seems  pertinent.  In  1936  we  had 
fifty  camp  periods  while  in  1941  we  had  seventy-five. 
That  represents  a  tremendous  growth.  Approximately 
three  hundred  more  persons  served  as  leaders  this  past 
year  than  five  years  ago.  About  eight  hundred  people 
served  as  camp  leaders  in  1941.  The  future  success  of 
our  camping  program  depends  to  a  large  extent  on  the 
effectiveness  of  our  leaders.  The  Board  of  Christian 
Education  has  given  definite  consideration  to  this  prob- 
lem. In  the  past  six  years  national  camp  planners'  meet- 
ings have  been  held.  The  minutes  of  these  meetings 
have  been  revised  and  are  available  in  mimeograph 
form.  A  year  ago  the  board  decided  not  to  hold  a  na- 
tional camp  planners'  meeting  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  In  the  meantime  regional  camp  leaders'  insti- 
tutes are  to  be  set  up.  The  purpose  is  to  get  close  to 
people  who  carry  the  educational  program  in  our  camps 
and  give  them  specific  help  for  their  tasks.  These  re- 
gional meetings  are  under  way.  The  Southeastern  Re- 
gion held  the  first  meeting  of  this  kind  in  1938  and  ev- 
ery year  since.  Plans  are  under  way  for  an  institute  for 
the  Eastern  Region  at  Elizabethtown  College,  Jan.  1-3, 


Summer  Camps — 

1935 

Juniors      

Intermediates    

Young    People    

Adults     

Younger    Children    

Totals      3,220 

Leaders    

Number  of  Camps   

Camp   Days    


A  Seven-Year  Summary 

1936   1937   1938   1939   1940  1941 

312   688   744   772   929  1,234 

1,231  1,688  1,583  1,913  1,848  1,901 

2,235  2,278  2,254  2,420  2,475  1,978 

642   941   969   653   962  1,015 

88 

4,420  5.595  5,626  5,758  6,214  6,216 

597   623   587   778  856 

50    60    70    71    78  75 

330   367   441   428   437  430 
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1942,  and  for  the  Western  Region  at  McPherson  College, 
Feb.  19-21,  1942.  There  are  tentative  plans  only  for  the 
Central  Region. 


Summary  of  Camp  Reports — 1941 
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California 

Beulah    25  4  9  11  15  115  149  328  20 

Greenhorn      42  4  8  9  9  41  140  253  22 

La  Verne    8  98  130  60  103  50  45  494  36 

Canada 

Blackfoot    6         13         33  52        9 

Colorado 

Grand   Mesa    9         14         28  51        8 

Florida 

Ithiel     7      14      24         16         30  91      17 

Idaho 

Stover     3      12      19         23         37        116       210        4 

Illinois 

S.    Illinois  22         30                                  52  11 

Lewiston  .                                            85                      85  14 

Naperville  25         40                                65  8 

Indiana 

Mack     ,75     105     119        168       160         82        709     112 

Iowa 

Pine  Lake    40         43         87         51        221      29 

Kansas 

Wa-Shun-Ga      84  1  85       13 

Maryland 

Peniel     38      43      62         93         54  290      52 

Michigan 

Little   Eden    10         17         52         49        128      19 

Missouri 

Bob    White    23  23        8 

Ozarks    (no   report) 

Montana 

Glein     4      10        3         10  3  30        6 

Nebraska 

Family    Camp    8        3  64         57        132      10 

Ohio 

Sugar    Grove    76      69      58        127         57  387      38 

Zion     24  41  82        110        257       26 

Oklahoma 

Saline    21  14         32  67      16 

Oregon 

Myrtlewood     13        5        5        5  6         48         56        138        7 

Pennsylvania 

Conewago     37  79  142  258  47 

Harmony     87     139      59  115  228  11        639  60 

Stardust     21      26      18  26  41  132  29 

Tennessee  — 

Jonesboro     3        4        8                      51          10         76        7 

Virginia 

Bethel     59      80      70         85       199           1       494      89 

Washington 

Assembly    12      25       17         15         63       118       250      19 

West  Virginia 

Galilee     17      21      22         25         74                    159      20 

Hope   4        6        8           8         15         19         60      10 

88  525  709  766  1,135  1,978  1,015  6,216  856 


Our  thoughts  are  turning  toward  the  1942  camping 
season.  Now  is  the  time  to  think  and  plan.  Much  de- 
pends on  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  done  prior  to  the 
opening  of  camp.  The  Board  of  Christian  Education  has 
charged  me  with  the  general  oversight  of  our  camping 
program.  If  I  can  be  of  any  assistance  in  planning  for 
your  camps,  please  let  me  hear  from  you. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION    OUTLINE 

Brethren  and  Relief 

Scripture:     Matt.  25:31-46 
Sunday,  December  21 

Note:  Material  for  this  discussion  is  found  in  the  free  pam- 
phlet, The  Church  at  Work  Through  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee.   Your  pastor  may  have  it.    If  not,  send  to  the  Elgin  office. 

I.  A  Brief  Survey  of  Our  Work 

1.  The  work  in  China  (see  page  3). 

2.  The  work  in  Europe  (pages  3b  and  4). 

3.  The  work  contemplated  for  South  America  (page 
5). 

4.  Work  camps  in  the  United  States  (page  5). 

5.  Clothing  collected  and  distributed  (page  6). 

II.  Discussion 

1.  In  what  places  do  you  think  the  work  should  be 
increased?    Decreased? 

2.  What  new  work  should  be  attempted? 

3.  Send  your  suggestions  to  Brethren  Service  Commit- 
tee, Elgin,  111. 


1,234 


1,901 
Total  including  leaders — 7,072 


The  Values  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  to  the  Community 

By   Delores   Hartman,   Live   Oak,    California 
A  Talk  at  a  Young  People's  Meeting 

The  Brethren  young  people's  department  is  of  great 
value  to  the  community,  in  that  it  gives  a  great  number 
of  young  people  an  interest  in  a  common  cause.  It  gives 
us  something  to  work  for;  and  it  gives  us  a  chance  to 
witness  for  our  Lord. 

In  Matt.  10:32,  33,  it  is  written:  "Whosoever  therefore 
shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  also  be- 
fore my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But  whosoever 
shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

Let  us  never  be  ashamed  to  confess  the  name  of  Jesus, 
for  if  we  are  ashamed  of  him,  how  can  we  expect  him  not 
to  be  ashamed  of  us?  How  can  we  as  a  group  be  of 
value  to  those  about  us  without  the  love  of  Jesus  in  our 
hearts? 

Then  again  in  Matthew,  chapter  5,  verses  13  to  16  in- 
clusive: "Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth:  but  if  the  salt 
have  lost  his  savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  It  is 
thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out,  and  to 
be  trodden  under  foot  of  men.  Ye  are  the  light  of  the 
world.  A  city  that  is  set  on  an  hill  cannot  be  hid. 
Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a 
bushel,  but  on  a  candlestick;  and  it  giveth  light  unto 
all  that  are  in  the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

We  are  to  let  our  light  so  shine  that  all  may  see  our 
good  works.  Our  failure  in  this  is  the  reason  why  so- 
many  people  make  excuses  for  not  accepting  Christ  as 
their  Savior.  They  take  us  for  their  guide  instead  of 
the  Word.  They  watch  our  actions,  and  if  we  make  a 
misstep,  they  know  it.    Then  they  say  they  are  as  good; 
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as  we  are.    And  so  they  are  sometimes,  for  with  many 
there  is  no  work  of  distinction. 

I  think  we  should  ask  ourselves  this  question:  Since 
seeing  is  believing,  what  does  the  community  in  which 
I  live  believe  about  the  reality  of  my  religion?  In  other 
words,  can  others  see  Jesus  in  me?  For  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
we  can  ask:  Are  we  respected  and  trusted  in  our  com- 
munities? If  others  can  see  Jesus  in  us,  and  if  we  are 
trusted  and  respected,  may  it  be  to  the  glory  of  God, 
for  it  opens  to  us  new  opportunities  for  Christian  serv- 
ice in  the  community— service  such  as  prayer  and  song 
service  for  the  sick  and  the  shut-ins,  visiting  hospitals 
and  prisons  and  taking  the  name  of  Jesus  to  these  peo- 
ple. For  the  person  living  in  the  undesirable  part  of  a 
town,  a  little  love  and  neighborly  kindness  and  a  help- 
ing hand  now  and  then  often  go  farther  than  words. 
What  I  mean  is  earnest  practical  work  done  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  will  make  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  a  great  value  and  a 
powerful  factor  in  the  community. 


^^=    CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Thank  You,  Mother 

It  did  not  seem  as  if  it  were  an  expensive  Christmas 
gift,  but  it  has  meant  so  much  to  me. 

Ever  since  early  childhood  I  can  remember  my 
grandparents  reading  the  Gospel  Messenger.  And  be- 
fore I  could  read  I  remember  the  Gospel  Messenger's 
weekly  arrival  in  our  own  home.  At  Elizabethtown 
College  I  could  find  it  in  the  periodical  library,  but  when 
I  entered  a  Philadelphia  hospital  for  training  in  nurs- 
ing I  found  it  was  an  unknown  publication,  as  all  re- 
ligious publications  are,  in  that  particular  institution. 

So  I  was  delighted  when  I  received  my  first  issue  al- 
most three  years  ago  and  saw  that  the  year's  subscrip- 
tion was  a  Christmas  gift  from  mother.  The  gift  was 
renewed  with  each  Christmas  I  spent  in  training  so  that 
the  Gospel  Messenger  and  all  it  means  to  me  has  stayed 
with  me  through  the  three  years. 

While  adjustment  had  to  be  made  to  all  new  sur- 
roundings and  activities,  the  Gospel  Messenger  has  re- 
mained the  same  companion,  informer  and  inspiration. 

Thank  you,  mother;  you  could  not  have  given  a  grand- 
er or  more  useful  gift. 

Philadelphia  Hospital  for 

Contagious  Diseases.  Violet  Hackman. 


Ministerial  Meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 

Nov.  4,  5  and  6  the  ministers  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
assembled  for  the  forty-seventh  annual  meeting  in  the 
Heidelberg  church  for  inspiration,  fellowship,  instruc- 
tion and  development. 

The  six  sessions  of  the  meeting  were  well  attended  by 
the  ministry  and  laity.  Those  who  could  not  be  ac- 
commodated with  seats  in  the  main  auditorium  received 
the  benefit  of  the  discussions  by  means  of  a  sound  sys- 
tem in  the  basement  of  the  church. 

The  theme  for  the  meeting  was  Building  With  Christ, 
and  in  accordance,  on  Tuesday  evening  Bro.  Howard 
Merkey  preached  an  impressive  sermon  on  the  text  re- 
corded in  Psa.  127:1. 

Wednesday  morning,  after  the  address  of  welcome  by 
Bro.  H.  F.  King,  elder-in-charge  of  the  local  congrega- 
tion, Bro.  F.  S.  Carper  followed  with  the  moderator's  ad- 
dress in  which  he  pointed  out  that  we  are  not  only  build- 
ing, but  building  with  Christ,  and  that  as  individuals 


we  need  to  take  these  discussions  into  our  homes  and 
places  of  work.  We  must  build  strong  convictions  for 
a  time  like  this. 

The  topic  for  the  morning  was  Christ,  the  Master 
Builder,  discussed  by  four  ministers.  Bro.  Graybill 
Hershey  discussed  the  first  part,  As  a  Servant,  in  which 
he  referred  to  Christ  cleansing  the  leper  as  the  first  les- 
son in  service.  Again,  he  referred  to  how  Jesus,  in 
spite  of  racial  prejudice,  offered  service  to  the  Sa- 
maritan woman  and  received  marvelous  results.  Jesus 
stooped  as  a  servant  and  washed  the  disciples'  feet, 
thereby  expressing  service  by  a  definite  act. 

Bro.  Norman  Frederick  led  us  to  think  about  the  Mas- 
ter Builder  as  an  advocate,  referring  to  1  John  2:1.  Our 
relationship  has  been  restored  by  Christ,  and  our  lives 
will  not  count  for  God  without  an  advocate.  He  told  us 
that  the  great  need  for  sinners  is  pardon. 

Bro.  Harry  Eshelman  pointed  to  Christ  as  a  sacrifice, 
referring  to  the  sacrifices  of  Cain  and  Abel,  and  the 
sacrifices  under  the  law  as  pointing  to  Christ,  whose 
sacrifice  has  redeemed  from  the  curse.  Christ,  who 
knew  no  sin,  died  for  us,  and  laid  the  firm  foundation 
stone  of  our  faith. 

On  the  Master  Builder  as  Lord,  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner 
showed  us  that  of  the  many  names  of  Christ,  "Lord" 
possibly  is  outstanding.  He  said  that  for  Christians, 
their  Lord  must  be  the  Christ,  and  we  should  renew  our 
baptismal  pledge  to  our  God  and  our  Lord. 

The  topic  for  Wednesday  afternoon,  The  Minister — 
A  Laborer  in  Building,  was  also  ably  discussed  by  an- 
other group  of  four  ministers:  first,  As  a  Preacher,  by 
J.  P.  Merkey;  second,  As  a  Priest,  by  Bro.  Joseph  N. 
Cassel;  third,  As  a  Counselor,  was  to  have  been  dis- 
cussed by  Bro.  Henry  Bucher,  but  since  he  was  not 
present  it  was  open  for  general  discussion  later  in  the 
meeting;  fourth,  As  an  Administrator,  by  S.  K.  Wenger. 
Each  speaker  of  this  group  gave  helpful  instructions  on 
his  division  of  the  main  topic. 

After  a  number  of  ministers  gave  expression  in  gen- 
eral discussion,  Bro.  James  M.  Moore  followed  with  a 
doctrinal  message  on  The  Matthew  Eighteen  Solution 
of  the  World's  Problems.  In  this  he  pointed  out  very 
definitely  the  results  obtainable  by  living  out  the  great 
truths  of  Christ's  teaching  in  this  respect. 

A  vesper  service  was  conducted  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning by  Bro.  Raymond  Baugher.  During  the  evening 
session  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher  spoke  on  the  Brethren  Service 
camps,  in  which  he  showed  the  camps  in  general,  the 
present  condition  in  the  camp  setup,  and  the  forward 
look. 

Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  a  missionary  address  on 
India's  Difficult  Problems — But  God.  She  showed  a 
number  of  the  problems  on  the  mission  field,  but  con- 
cluded with  the  comforting  thought  that  God  is  able  to 
overthrow  evil.  The  evening  program  included  music 
by  the  Annville  and  Midway  churches. 

Thursday  morning  the  business  of  the  meeting  was 
cared  for.  It  was  decided  to  have  the  next  year's  meet- 
ing at  the  Spring  Creek  church.  The  necrology  com- 
mittee reported  the  deaths  of  a  number  of  ministers, 
after  which  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year  1942:  moderator,  James  Moore;  assistant  moder- 
ator, David  Snader;  secretary,  Roy  Forney;  treasurer, 
Ralph  Heisey;  vacancy  on  program  committee,  David 
Snader;  regular  member  on  program  committee,  Nor- 
man Frederick. 
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The  topic  for  the  morning  session  was:  The  Church, 
the  Spiritual  Building.  Under  this  topic,  Christ,  the 
Chief  Cornerstone,  was  discussed  by  Bro.  George  Wolfe; 
The  Habitation  of  God,  by  Bro.  Joseph  Rittenhouse; 
Directed  by  the  Spirit,  by  Bro.  Harvey  Frantz;  Unified 
in  Fellowship,  by  Bro.  Christian  Gibble. 

After  helpful  meditation  on  this  interesting  and  im- 
portant subject,  Bro.  H.  B.  Heisey  brought  a  textual 
message  on  The  Meaning  of  Christ's  Agony  in  Gethsem- 
ane  (Mark  14:32).  After  mentioning  a  number  of 
agonies  in  the  garden  he  concluded  that  Jesus  drank  the 
cup  in  order  that  we  need  not  drink  it — blessed  be  his 
name! 

The  Christian  Home,  an  Influence  in  Building,  was  the 
theme  for  the  Thursday  afternoon  and  concluding  ses- 
sion. Under  this  theme,  Bro.  David  Markey  spoke  on 
Cherished  Ideals;  Bro.  William  Glasmire,  Child  Train- 
ing; Bro.  M.  J.  Brougher,  who  substituted  for  Bro.  M. 
Clyde  Horst,  discussed  The  Ministry  of  the  Future;  Bro. 
Rufus  Bucher  spoke  on  Church  Loyalty.  The  conclud- 
ing number  on  the  program  was  a  topical  message  on 
Paul,  A  Servant  of  Christ,  by  B.  G.  Stauffer. 

After  well-prepared  resolutions  were  adopted  the 
meeting  was  closed  and  both  ministry  and  laity  sepa- 
rated with  new  inspiration  and  encouragement  for  bet- 
ter service  and  more  Christlike  living. 

Myerstown,  Pa.  Harvey  W.  Frantz,  Secretary. 


Our  Church  Colleges 

After  reading  the  articles  on  our  church  colleges  in 
the  November  1  issue  of  the  Messenger,  I  only  wish  I 
could  agree  with  each  of  the  authors  that  our  church 
colleges  are  providing  an  abundance  of  "trained  leader- 
ship." My  experience  with  these  graduates  has  been 
that  as  a  general  rule  they  turn  out  to  be  the  poorest 
workers  in  the  local  churches.  Maybe  this  is  because 
those  who  are  capable  leaders  end  up  teaching  in  some 
little  school  away  "out  in  the  sticks"  where  there  is  no 
Brethren  church. 

If  the  local  church  college  is  seeking  to  fulfill  its  right- 
ful place,  I  would  say  this  is  its  primary  responsibility: 
to  follow  through  to  see  that  Brethren  congregations  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  this  trained  leadership.  Too  often 
our  colleges  are  too  eager  "to  place"  their  graduates. 
Why  go  to  the  time  and  expense  to  train  and  educate  for 
Brethren  leadership  if  no  attempt  is  made  to  place  those 
so  educated  in  localities  where  some  direct  benefit  will 
be  derived?  Surely  Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Baptists, 
etc.,  are  not  as  gravely  in  need  of  trained  leaders  as  we 
are.  They  have  much  larger  sources  from  which  to 
draw.  I  could  name  several  small  Brethren  churches 
which  are  on  the  verge  of  disintegrating  from  lack  of 
vital  and  capable  leadership.     So  could  you. 

The  local  church  college  could  contribute  something 
of  real  value  to  the  local  churches  by  delegating  some 
group  of  able  persons  to  analyze  each  Brethren  congre- 
gation within  its  radius,  in  an  endeavor  to  place  trained 
leadership  where  this  will  count  for  the  most. 

I  would  like  to  see  our  entire  brotherhood  divided  in- 
to sections  relative  to  their  proximity  to  one  of  the  col- 
leges. This  could  be  designated  as  a  region.  With  each 
church  college  serving  as  the  "spiritual  and  educational 
center,"  trained  leadership  could  radiate  to  the  outlying 
congregations.  Strategic  towns,  cities,  and  rural  com- 
munities could  be  studied  and  analyzed  as  to  the  present 
facilities,  accomplishments  and  possibilities.    Where  def- 


inite leadership  is  needed  the  college  could  assist  in  pro- 
viding it.  Also  in  cities  where  a  youth  program  is 
needed  the  college  could  help  by  trying  to  place  some- 
one capable  of  handling  the  job  in  those  groups.  Many 
times  one  church  cannot  employ  the  full-time  services  of 
a  director,  but  several  churches  might  be  able  to  share 
the  same  director  by  scheduling  one  day  a  week  in  each 
church. 

I  believe  the  time  has  come  for  the  local  Brethren 
church  to  lose  some  of  its  authority.  We  are  fooling 
ourselves  by  thinking  each  congregation  should  deter- 
mine its  own  policies.  Outside  supervision  must  be  pro- 
vided. Through  supervision  much  of  the  needless  bick- 
ering and  petty  hatreds  within  the  groups  could  be  elim- 
inated and  some  worth-while  programs  launched.  Ev- 
ery church  needs  to  be  reminded  often  of  its  responsi- 
bilities and  potentialities.  For  this  reason  I  think  it 
would  pay  our  church  leaders  to  ponder  along  these 
lines.  Many  times  the  suggestion  of  some  outsider 
meets  with  greater  response  than  the  same  one  from 
someone  within  the  local  church. 

Through  a  setup  like  this,  a  direct  benefit  would  ac- 
crue to  the  various  colleges.  With  the  youth  in  each 
congregation  associating  with  definite  church  college 
leadership,  the  colleges  would  in  turn  draw  more  of  the 
college-age  students  who  are  at  present  attending  some 
other  college.  I  speak  for  myself,  since  I  did  not  attend 
McPherson  College.  Had  I  been  thoroughly  "McPher- 
sonized"  during  my  high  school  days,  I  might  have  made 
a  greater  effort  to  attend. 

Maybe  our  colleges  need  to  be  reminded  that  they 
have  not  been  accomplishing  as  much  with  their  trained 
leaders  as  they  think  they  have.  Certainly  unless  the 
various  churches  receive  some  direct  benefit,  a  great 
deal  of  this  potential  leadership  has  gone  unused. 

Yes,  I  hope  our  colleges  will  awaken  to  the  need  for  a 
definite  program  to  place  trained  leaders  in  Brethren 
congregations.  If  they  do,  I  prophesy  they  will  never 
have  to  worry  about  finances  and  enrollment. 

Wichita,  Kans.  G.  W.  Romine. 


Nebraska  Women's  Work 


The  women's  work  group  of  Nebraska  met  at  the 
Omaha  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Saturday,  Oct.  11, 
1941,  at  2:00  p.  m.,  with  Mrs.  J.  Edwin  Jarboe,  president, 
in  charge. 

The  meeting  opened  with  the  singing  of  hymns.  De- 
votionals  were  conducted  by  Mrs.  Paul  Brandt.  A  trio 
composed  of  the  Misses  Leta  Wine,  Nadine  Wine  and 
Arlene  Trowbridge  sang,  accompanied  by  Miss  Maxine 
Grosbach. 

Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff  of  Elgin  gave  us  a  very  inspirational 
talk,  after  which  Miss  Ilene  Beckner  gave  a  vocal  solo- 
Mrs.  Robert  Baker  gave  a  reading. 

Mrs.  Lila  Sisler  was  elected  as  secretary-treasurer  and 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Norris  as  missionary  secretary.  Mrs.  Georgia 
Shepherd  gave  her  report  as  camp  representative,  and. 
was  re-elected  for  another  term. 

There  was  a  recommendation  that  instead  of  having* 
quarterly  news  letters,  we  have  a  more  complete  report,, 
one  of  more  human  interest,  twice  a  year,  about  Feb.  I 
and  June  1. 

The  matter  of  changing  the  name  of  the  mother  and 
daughter  organization  to  home  builders  was  discussed. 
It  was  unanimously  decided  to  change  the  name  to 
home  builders. 
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The  secretary  pro  tern  read  the  annual  treasurer's  re- 
port. There  was  a  suggestion  that  we  all  make  an  effort 
to  make  two  drives  to  raise  our  project  money,  one  at 
district  meeting  time  and  one  in  February. 

Mrs.  Jarboe  read  a  letter  pertaining  to  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camp  at  Magnolia,  Arkansas,  in  regard 
to  furnishing  supplies  for  the  camps. 

Reports  were  made  by  seven  churches:  Beatrice, 
South  Beatrice,  Omaha,  Enders,  Bethel,  Octavia  and 
Lincoln.  The  offering  of  $12.93  was  sent  for  the  national 
project. 

Mrs.  Bittinger  spoke  a  few  words  to  us  at  this  time. 
The  Lincoln  group  turned  in  $8.67  for  project  money. 
The  meeting  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Mrs.  Bittinger. 

Lillian  R.  Keller, 

Octavia,  Nebr.  Secretary  Pro  Tern. 


Here  and  There 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  how  many  people  are  going 
through  this  life  either  with  chips  on  their  shoulders  or 
with  their  brakes  on?  How  much  easier  it  would  be  to 
climb  the  hill  of  life  if  we  but  threw  away  the  chips  and 
released  the  brakes  of  selfishness,  greed,  hatred,  preju- 
dice, avarice,  jealousy  and  envy! 

To  have  our  brakes  on  requires  additional  power, 
when  we  might  use  this  power  to  motivate  acts  of  love, 
devotion,  charity  and  faith.  Then,  too,  when  we  travel 
with  the  brakes  on  we  are  slowing  up  someone  else — 
just  as  a  ten-mile-an-hour  driver  on  the  highway  slows 
up  as  many  as  twenty  cars,  all  in  turn  waiting  to  get  by. 

That  is  the  way  life  is:  we  travel  very  slowly  to- 
wards worth-while  goals  when  we  are  loaded  down  with 
discords  in  life.  The  thing  to  do  is  to  release  these 
brakes  and  find  real  happiness  for  ourselves  and  for 
others. 

Lanark,  111.  Joseph  F.  Piesen. 


A  Church  Dedication 

On  a  beautiful  October  day  in  "Ole  Virginny"  on  the 
160th  anniversary  of  Yorktown's  surrender  Bro.  Henry 
S.  Knight  witnessed  another  dedication  of  a  Brethren 
meetinghouse  to  be  known  as  Pine  Ridge.  Bro.  Knight 
has  seen  such  occasions  often  in  that  potential  Greene 
County  field. 

Yes,  the  day  was  pretty,  the  house  was  packed,  the 
enthusiasm  and  the  good  fellowship  ran  high.  Bro. 
George  A.  Maupin  opened  with  Scripture  reading,  wise 
words  and  a  fervent  prayer.  Bro.  Knight  gave  the  his- 
tory leading  up  to  this  high  day  and  led  in  the  dedica- 
tory prayer. 

A  strong  vote  of  appreciation  was  given  to  our  mis- 
sion board  at  large  for  their  interest  and  contribution, 
and  likewise  to  a  brother  who  personally  had  given  al- 
most as  much.  Many  gave  money.  Many  gave  work. 
All  prayed  for  the  good  achievement.  So  this  neat  and 
nice  church  house  twenty-four  feet  by  thirty-two  feet 
stands  as  a  landmark  to  this  hopeful  and  sacrificing  com- 
munity. The  wholesome  gospel  ministry  of  Bro.  Knight 
has  been  a  benediction  here  as  well  as  throughout  the 
Mt.  Carmel  congregation  with  its  more  than  1,000  mem- 
bers. Bro.  Beahm  knows,  for  this  is  not  the  first  house 
there  dedicated  by  him.  He  has  known  the  field  more 
or  less  for  over  thirty  years  and  has  held  as  high  as 
five  revivals  there  in  one  season.  Thus  he  is  happy  to 
witness  to  the  effective  work  of  our  senior  pastor  in  this 
field  of  service.  We  hope  Bro.  Poling,  the  junior  pastor 
there,  may  be  blessed  likewise. 


Bro.  Maupin's  reading  of  Solomon's  dedicatory  prayer 
seemed  rich  and  appropriate.  Long  live  the  impressive 
testimonies  of  the  red-letter  day  at  that  Pine  Ridge 
meetinghouse  and  may  many  souls  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  at  that  holy  place  dedicated  to  God  free  of  debt! 

It  will  be  to  many  the  very  house  of  God  and  the  very 
gate  of  heaven!     Amen! 

Nokesville,  Va.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm. 


Christian  Service 

"I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me,  while  it  is  day:  the 
night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work"  (John  9:  4). 

In  giving  my  experience  to  the  world  I  am  actuated 
to  do  so  by  one  specific  motive,  to  inspire  others  to  a 
higher  concept  of  a  personal  service  in  the  "fields  white 
already  to  harvest"  at  their  own  doors.  I  desire  that 
they  make  use  of  their  own  golden  opportunities;  and,  if 
perchance  I  can  reach  and  lead  someone  else  to  this 
God  "whose  I  am,  and  whom  I  serve,"  then  I  shall  ac- 
complish that  which  my  heart  continually  seeks  and 
longs  for. 

About  thirty-eight  years  ago  I  surrendered  myself, 
dedicating  my  heart  and  life  to  God's  work;  and  so, 
from  my  fragment  of  service  among  the  workers  in  his 
vineyard,  I  give  the  story  of  my  humble  work.  I  hope 
it  will  fall  somewhere  on  fertile  ground  and  bring  forth 
other  consecrated  lives.  During  this  period  of  time  I 
have  contacted  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  in  var- 
ious ways  and  under  different  circumstances.  Many 
of  these  have  tarried  at  the  cross  till  they  could  go  on 
their  way  rejoicing,  grasping  that  "hope  we  have  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul."  Others  went  on  into  that  land  be- 
yond the  sunset  of  life,  with  souls  saved  and  at  rest  as 
a  result  of  this  humble  personal  and  ministerial  work 
in  my  Father's  business. 

Would-be  suicides,  sin-wrecked  wayfarers  succumbed 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  found  rest  and  peace  from 
the  storms  of  life.  To  bring  Christ  into  the  heart  and 
life  of  some  lost  individual  is  the  very  pinnacle  of  earth- 
ly desire  and  ambitions  for  me,  and  to  be  accorded  the 
great  privilege  by  my  Lord  to  do  his  work,  is  beyond 
all  other  earthly  joy  and  possessions. 

Whatever  I  have  accomplished  has  all  been  done  for 
the  unutterable  joy  and  happiness  of  giving  back  some- 
thing to  the  One  who  died  for  me  on  Calvary  one  day 
so  long  ago. 

In  these  days  of  letting  down  and  falling  away  from 
God,  when  evil  forces  are  weaving  a  snare  around  every 
soul  unattached  to  God,  it  is  my  supreme  desire  and  aim 
to  be  a  beacon  light  to  guide  wavering  feet  and  storm- 
tossed  souls  to  the  haven  of  rest  in  Christ  Jesus.  And 
so — 

I  would  not  sit  by  the  side  of  life's  road 

And  idle  my  time  away, 
While  others  pass  with  a  heavy  load 
Through  the  hours  of  life's  short  day. 

No!  I  would  sit  by  a  fountain  deep 

And  give  to  the  footsore  throng 
A  drink  that  will  lift,  and  save  and  keep, 

As  they  wearily  toil  along. 

Not  some  mirage  that  will  lead  astray 

On  life's  burning  desert  sands; 
But  the  stream  of  life  to  refresh  their  way, 

As  they  search  for  the  Promised  Land. 

Oh,  yes,  let  me  do  what  I  can  to  save 
Drifting  souls  from  the  endless  blight 

Of  a  Christless  life  and  a  Christless  grave, 
And  the  realms  of  eternal  night. 
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Just  a  humble  place   is  all  I  ask, 

And  if  I  but  glean  the  grain 
That  others  miss  in  their  larger  task, 

I  shall  not  have  lived  in  vain. 

While  the  physical  eyes  grow  dim,  spiritual  sight 
grows  clearer;  as  physical  strength  declines,  the  power 
of  faith  increases.  There  is  constant  progression  in  spir- 
itual growth,  until  death,  the  final  release  from  earthly 
encumbrances,  brings  us  into  perfect  vision  and  unhin- 
dered ability  to  do  God's  will.  Compared  with  the 
larger  life,  all  of  this  life  is  but  a  transient  tarrying  for 
a  night. 

Tears  come  to  lodge  with  us;  labor  and  sorrow  are 
our  lot;  happiness  is  but  for  a  moment.  If  this  life  were 
all,  we  would  be  objects  of  pity,  indeed;  but  for  those 
who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  this  life  is  not  all. 

The  final  release  from  a  life,  dim  as  the  shadows  of  the 
night,  and  the  glorious  awakening  to  the  brightness  of 
the  resurrection  morning,  this  is  that  wonderful  change. 
When  our  heavenly  Father  helps  us  through  this  earth- 
ly life  he  is  giving  us  assurance  of  his  presence  at  that 
final  great  change  which  awaits  every  child  of  his.  "For 
the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall 
be  raised  incorruptible  and  shall  be  changed."  What  a 
glorious  outlook  for  the  Christian! 

May  God  use  this  message  to  the  end  that  somewhere 
in  this  vast  world  of  ours  others  will  consecrate  their 
lives  to  unquenchable,  Spirit-filled  work  of  bringing 
Christ  to  the  needy  ones  in  their  reach,  that  these  needy 
souls  may  "touch  the  hem  of  his  garment"  and  be  made 
every  whit  whole  and  mete  for  eternity. 

"Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  gen- 
erations." Also,  "Even  from  everlasting  to  everlasting 
thou  art  God." 

Grant,  O  Lord,  the  prayer  of  this  thy  servant  that  thy 
dying  groans  on  Calvary  may  echo  and  re-echo  in  cla- 
rion notes  in  thousands  of  hearts  until  they  seek  the 
highway  and  the  byways  around  them  and  glean  lost 
souls,  cheer  troubled  hearts,  and  guide  weary  wayfar- 
ers home  to  thee. 

Springdale,  Ark.  Leander  Smith. 


Women's  Work — Northern  District  of  California 

The  district  women's  work  meeting  was  held  in  the  main  audi- 
torium of  the  Empire  church,  Saturday,  Oct.  11,  1941.  The  meet- 
ing was  presided  over  by  the  district  president,  Mrs.  Nelle  Flick- 
inger  of  Raisin  City.  Mrs.  C.  E.  Fisher  led  the  audience  inj,  the 
district  theme  song  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Jenkinson  offered  prayer. 

Recommendations  presented  by  the  executive  board  were  ac- 
cepted. They  were:  (1)  that  the  northern  district  be  divided  into 
four  or  five  circuits — each  circuit  in  turn  to  act  as  a  program 
committee,  the  president  appointing  the  fourth  circuit  to  pre- 
pare the  program  for  the  1941-1942  meeting;  (2)  that  we  favor  a 
memorial  for  deceased  leaders  and  outstanding  women.  The 
1941  memorial  was  dedicated  to  Mrs.  W.  R.  Brubaker. 

It  was  decided  that  the  district  officers  visit  the  churches 
again  this  year.  A  favorable  expression  of  sentiment  was  given 
to  the  plan  for  a  district  rally  of  the  men's  and  women's  work. 

The  report  of  the  missionary  committee  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Liskey.  The  committee  recommended:  (1)  that  our  women's  work 
group  assume  the  expense  of  sending  Martha  Shick  to  the  San 
Anselmo  Mission  Conference  and  to  our  Regional  and  Annual 
Conferences;  (2)  that  Martha  Shick  continue  working  at  the  Sac- 
ramento church  for  a  month  or  two,  as  she  sees  the  need,  and 
that  at  the  end  of  that  time  she  begin  working  among  the  Chinese 
in  Sacramento.  The  recommendations  were  accepted.  Miss 
Martha  Shick  then  gave  a  report  of  the  mission  work  she  had 
done  during  the  year. 

A  budget  of  $600  was  adopted  for  the  year  1941-1942.  The 
financial  report  was  accepted  as  presented.  An  offering  of  $92.38 
was  received. 

Mrs.  Susan  Goodman  was  given  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the  loyal 
and  efficient  service  she  had  given  to  the  women's  work. 

Mrs.  Gnagy  presented  a  Bible  to  Mrs.  Ina  Martin  from  the  dis- 
trict ladies  in  recognition  of  the  service  she  had  given  to  the 
women's  work  of  the  northern  district  in  the  capacity  of  district 
president. 

The  following   officers  were  elected:   secretary-treasurer,  Mrs. 


Alice  Macomber,  Strathmore;  director  of  peace,  temperance,  and 
welfare,  Mrs.  Merle  Wine,  Empire;  director  of  aid,  Mrs.  Ethel 
Bowser,  Fresno;  director  of  missions,  Mrs.  Ina  Martin,  Empire;, 
nominating  committee,  Mrs.  Sutphin  and  Mrs.  Julius. 

The  following  program  was  presented:  song  by  the  second 
circuit  of  district;  devotions,  Mrs.  Gladys  Gordon;  greetings, 
Empire  church;  response,  Mrs.  Grace  Hamilton;  musical  read- 
ing, Mrs.  Mary  Studebaker;  original  poem,  Mrs.  Mable  Shidler; 
music,  Modesto  Ladies'  Quartet;  address — Building  a  Christian 
Home  With  Christ,  Mrs.  Ellen  W.  Forney;  music,  Ladies'  Chorus 
of  the  District;  address — We  Are  Our  Children's  Mirror,  Mrs. 
J.  Z.  Gilbert. 

We  then  went  to  the  school  cafeteria  where  we  were  served 
tea  and  cookies  by  Mrs.  Andrew  Blickenstaff  and  her  helpers. 
Mrs.  Frank  Bowers  gave  the  History  of  the  Women's  Work  of 
Northern  District.  The  closing  song  was  Blest  Be  the  Tie  That 
Binds. 

In  the  evening  at  a  candlelighting  service  the  men's  and  wom- 
en's work  district  officers  were  installed  by  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  in 
a  very  impressive  service. 

Mrs.  W.  O.  Hoke,  Secretary. 


Faulkender  Golden  Wedding 

Brother  and  Sister  George  H.  Faulkender  of  Spencer,  Iowa, 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary  Sunday,  Nov.  2, 
with  open  house  at  their  home  to  friends  and  relatives.  They 
were  married  at  Kingsley,  Iowa,  Nov.  5,  by  Eld.  J.  W.  Trostle, 
later   of  California,   but  now  deceased. 

Brother  and  Sister  Faulkender  have  been  somewhat  barred 
from  life's  enjoyments  as  Bro.  Faulkender  is  almost  entirely 
blind,  having  had  diabetes  for  twenty-two  years.  Sister  Faulk- 
ender  suffered   a   stroke  five  years   ago. 

In  Bro.  Faulkender's  younger  days  he  lived  for  some  years  at 
Keuka,  Fla.  Since  their  marriage  they  have  lived  in  the  Kings- 
ley  and  Amelia,  Iowa,  and  Worthington,  Minn.,  congregations. 
For  the  past  thirty  years  they  have  been  isolated  from  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Spencer,  Iowa.  They  are  the  parents 
of  six  children  of  whom  five  are  living.  They  also  have  five 
grandchildren. 

The  Faulkenders  have  been  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
for  the  last  forty-five  years. 


Spencer,  Iowa. 


Miss  May  Faulkender. 


Report   of   Women's   Work   of   Church   of   the   Brethren 
Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania 

The  women's  work  held  its  last  meeting  at  the  church  Nov.  6, 
1941,  under  the  leadership   of  the  president,  Miss  Emily   Stamy. 

A  report  of  our  work  was  given  at  our  council  meeting  on 
Nov.  3.  Women's  work  has  held  its  meetings  the  second  Thurs- 
day, alternating  months,  and  at  the  church.  The  men's  work 
group  has  had  its  meetings  at  the  same  time.  We  have  had  a 
social  hour  together  at  the  close  of  our  meetings. 

We  have  studied  the  missionary  book,  Stand  By  for  China. 
We  plan  to  review  this  book  at  a  meeting  in  the  near  future.  A 
committee  composed  of  Mrs.  Meyers,  Mrs.  Neff  and  Mrs.  Gutshall 
was  appointed  to  arrange  for  this  meeting. 

Mrs.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg  was  elected  chairman  of  the  tem- 
perance and   peace   department. 

During  the  month  of  March  we  quilted  two  quilts.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  the  quilting  were  put  to  the  Richard  Bollinger  edu- 
cational fund.  We  have  pledged  $100,  fifty  of  which  has  been 
paid.    The  other  fifty  will  be  paid  very  soon. 

The  monthly  Missiongrams  have  been  read  and  discussed  at 
each  meeting.  We  have  been  sewing  for  the  Red  Cross.  We 
have  cut  and  made  twenty-eight  hospital  gowns,  and  have  prom- 
ised to  continue  to  sew. 

We  are  planning  to  meet  soon  in  the  basement  of  the  church 
to  sew  and  make  comforters  for  the  C.  O.'s  at  Camp  Kane.  We 
are  aiding  in  the  support  of  the  girls'  schools  in  India,  China 
and  Africa. 

The  women's  work,  in  connection  with  the  men's  work,  had 
charge  of  entertaining  the  Southern  Pennsylvania  district  meet- 
ing held  here  Oct.  28,  29. 

We're  praying  for  better  work  in  the  future. 


Shippensburg,  Pa. 


Mrs.   Iona   Gutshall. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Gardner-Hughes. — Oct.  27,  1941,  James  Gardner  of  Fresno, 
Calif.,  and  Helen  Hughes  of  Raisin  City,  Calif.,  at  the  parson- 
age,  by   the   undersigned. — Wilbur   I.   Liskey,   Raisin   City,   Calif. 

Miller-Stump. — Clarence  Miller  and  Paulena  Stump,  both  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  Oct.  12.  1941,  in  the  Elkhart  City  Church  of  the 
Brethren,   by  the   undersigned. — G.   W.   Phillips,   Elkhart,   Ind. 

Murray-Jones. — At  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Ellisforde, 
Wash.,  by  Eld.  Luther  Shatto,  Bro.  Lester  Murray  of  Omak, 
Wash.,  and  Miss  Mancie  Jones  of  Arkansas. — Florence  L.  Bre- 
shears,  Omak,  Wash. 

Netzley-Ehrhardt.— Wayne  R.  Netzley  and  Virginia  M.  Ehr- 
hardt  of  Naperville,  111.,  at  the  Naperville  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren parsonage,  Nov.  14,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — Galen  B. 
Ogden,  Naperville,  111. 


26 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— December  6,  1941 


Ormsby-Royer. — At  the  parsonage  of  the  La  Verne,  Calif., 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  Nov.  8,  1941,  David  Harper  Ormsby  and 
Mary  LeVon  Royer,  both  of  Wilmar,  Calif.,  by  the  undersigned. — 
I).  W.  Kurtz,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Scotl-Slong. — By  the  undersigned,  Nov.  10,  1941,  at  his  home, 
Tamelane  Scott  and  Eva  Stong,  both  of  Osceola,  Mo.— W.  R. 
Argabright,  Deepwater,  Mo. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Barkdoll,  Eva  Adell,  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Sarah  Spare, 
was  born  in  Chicago,  111.,  on  Sept.  22,  1889.  She  had  two  broth- 
ers who  preceded  her  in  death.  Mrs.  Barkdoll  received  her  early 
education  in  the  Chicago  public  schools  and  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  for  one  year.  On  Dec.  7,  1909,  she  married 
George  M.  Barkdoll  of  Naperville,  111.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  sons.  A  few  years  after  her  marriage  she  united  with  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  and  continued  as  an  active  member 
throughout  the  remainder  of  her  life.  During  the  last  several 
years  Mrs.  Barkdoll  suffered  a  great  deal  from  heart  trouble. 
On  July  26  she  was  taken  to  the  Copley  hospital  in  Aurora 
where  she  died  on  Nov.  6,  1941.  She  leaves  her  husband,  her 
mother,  three  married  sons  and  their  wives,  one  son  still  at 
home,  six  grandchildren,  other  relatives  and  a  host  of  friends. 
Mrs.  Barkdoll  was  always  vitally  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
church,  the  welfare  of  her  home  and  the  activities  of  the  com- 
munity. Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Naperville  Church 
of  the  Brethren  with  the  writer  in  charge.  Interment  was  made 
in   the  Naperville  cemetery. — Galen   B.   Ogden,  Naperville,   111. 

Barihel,  Arvilla,  was  born  in  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  in  1856, 
and  died  Oct.  31,  1941,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  and 
lier  companion  were  charter  members  of  the  Elkhart  City  church 
nearly  fifty  years  ago.  She  was  an  active  and  vigorous  sup- 
porter of  the  church  and  its  program.  She  was  ever  young  in 
spirit  and  faithful  in  consecration.  During  the  twenty-foui 
years  since  her  companion  died,  she  had  lived  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Floyd  Cripe.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Elkhart 
'City  church  conducted  by  the  writer,  with  interment  in  the 
Grace  Lawn  cemetery. — G.   W.  Phillips,  Elkhart,   Ind. 

Bingaman,  Theresa  Butzer,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
on  Sept.  29,  1848.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  Wallace  Baldwin,  in  Evanston,  111.,  on  Nov.  15,  1941.  She 
was  married  to  J.  L.  Bingaman  of  Pennsylvania  on  Nov.  20, 
1870.  To  this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  who  preceded  her 
another  in  death  many  years  ago.  Mr.  Bingaman  passed  to  his 
reward  on  July  11,  1936.  Mrs.  Bingaman  and  her  husband  came 
to  the  Greene,  Iowa,  community  in  1906  and  lived  there  most 
of  the  time  until  1925.  Mrs.  Bingaman  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years.  Among  the  friends 
and  relatives  who  are  saddened  by  her  departure  are  six  grand- 
children, eighteen  great-grandchildren  and  one  great-great- 
grandchild. The  writer  officiated  at  the  funeral  services  held  in 
the  Watterson  funeral  home  in  Greene  on  Nov.  18,  1941.  Inter- 
ment was  made  beside  her  husband  in  the  Rose  Hill  cemetery  at 
Greene. — W.  Harlan  Smith,  Greene,  Iowa. 

Blackburn,  Myrl  A.,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Claysburg, 
Pa.,  Oct.  19,  1941.  He  was  born  at  New  Paris,  Pa.,  June  5,  1880. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  McKinney,  who  sur- 
vives with  one  son  and  one  daughter.  He  is  also  survived  by 
two  sisters  and  one  grandson.  Bro.  Blackburn  was  formerly  of 
the  United  Brethren  faith,  but  after  moving  to  Claysburg  in 
1926  he  was  baptized  by  the  writer  and  since  that  time  has 
been  a  faithful  worker  in  the  church,  having  served  in  various 
offices;  he  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  finance  board  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  church 
year.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Lilly  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  Bro.  Frank 
Brubaker. — Charles  L.  Cox,  Claysburg,  Pa. 

Bunger,  Amanda,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Polly  Lehman,  was 
born  in  the  bounds  of  the  Rock  Run  congregation  in  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  where  she  became  a  member  of  the  church.  She 
died  Oct.  21,  1941,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  at  her  daugh- 
ter's home  in  Elkhart.  She  had  been  in  failing  health  for  the 
past  four  years.  She  is  survived  by  two  daughters  and  a  son. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  New  Paris  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  conducted  by  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
Alwine  cemetery  southeast  of  Goshen. — G.  W.  Phillips,  Elk- 
hart, Ind. 

Leighty,  Melvin,  was  born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  Nov.  4, 
1874,  to  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Leighty.  On  July  21,  1901,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Nancy  Elizabeth  Rearick.  To  them  were 
born  four  daughters  and  one  son,  who,  with  his  wife,  survive 
him.  In  April  1938  he  united  with  the  church.  He  had  been 
afflicted  nearly  four  years  before  his  death.  The  services  were 
conducted  by  the  writer. — H.  F.  Richards,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Lint,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  the  late  George  and  Rebecca 
Lint,  was  born  near  Baltic,  Ohio,  Oct.  5,  1858,  and  departed  this 
life  Oct.  30,  1941.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
in  her  youth  and  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  until  the  Mas- 
ter called  her  home.  She  is  survived  by  her  brother,  William  D. 
Lint,  at  whose  home  she  spent  her  declining  years.  The  funeral 
was  held  at  the  home  of  her  brother  on  Nov.  1  and  burial  was 
made  in  the  Fiat  church  cemetery  near  her  old  home.     Serv- 


ices were  conducted  by  Eld.  Edward  Shepfer  and  Rev.  E.  Agri- 
cola. — Ellen  Miller,  Baltic,  Ohio. 

Long,  Priscilla  Anne,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Caroline  Livengood, 
was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  on  Nov.  7,  1864,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Nov.  6,  1941.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children.  When  she  was  quite  young  the  family  located  on  a 
farm  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood. 
On  April  17,  1881,  she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Francis 
Marion  Long,  to  which  union  were  born  four  daughters  and  one 
son.  After  residing  on  their  farm  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind., 
for  some  years  the  family  located  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  in  1892,  which 
city  has  since  been  their  home.  Early  in  life  she  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren;  this  spiritual  relationship  she 
treasured  highly  and  gave  of  her  time  and  means  to  the  cause 
she  loved.  On  May  23,  1934,  she  was  deprived  of  the  companion- 
ship of  her  husband.  For  the  past  several  years  Sister  Long  had 
been  in  failing  health  and  was  able  to  attend  religious  services 
but  rarely.  She  bore  her  afflictions  patiently.  Her  husband,  one 
daughter,  three  brothers  and  one  sister  preceded  her  in  death. 
She  leaves  three  daughters,  one  son,  five  grandchildren,  two 
great-grandchildren,  two  brothers,  one  sister  and  many  other 
relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  Sister 
Long's  late  home  in  Muncie  on  Nov.  9  by  the  undersigned. — H. 
Jesse  Baker,  Muncie,   Ind. 

Madlem,  Ellen,  died  at  her  home  in  Elkhart,  Ind.,  Oct.  26,  1941, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  spent  most  of  her  life  in 
the  Milford  community.  She  became  a  member  of  the  church 
in  her  early  life.  For  the  past  eighteen  years  she  lived  in  Elk- 
hart, where  she  was  an  active  member  of  the  church.  She  is 
survived  by  her  companion,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  Elkhart  church,  conducted  by  the 
writer,  with  interment  in  the  Rice  cemetery. — G.  W.  Phillips, 
Elkhart,   Ind. 

Minnich,  Thomas,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  died  at  the  New 
Castle  hospital  on  Nov.  4,  1941.  He  came  from  Virginia  many 
years  ago.  He  leaves  two  sons,  one  daughter  and  a  brother. 
Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  St.  Johns  funeral  home  in 
Middletown,  conducted  by  Bro.  Ora  Zirkle.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Miller  cemetery  .—Florida   Green,  Middletown,   Ind. 

Minnick,  Catherine,  died  at  her  home  near  Broadway,  Va., 
Nov.  13,  1941,  following  a  lingering  illness,  aged  eighty  years, 
three  months  and  twelve  days.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Unity 
congregation  for  many  years.  Surviving  are  two  daughters,  one 
son,  one  sister  and  a  number  of  grandchildren  and  great-grand- 
children. The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Linville  Creek  church 
with  the  writer  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  C.  E.  Nair.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Linville  Creek  cemetery. — Samuel  D. 
Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Newman,  Howard,  was  born  in  Penn  Township  to  Eli  and 
Caroline  Moon  Newman,  Mar.  19,  1872.  In  1893  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Luama  Huston,  who,  with  a  son  and  two  daughters 
survives  him.  He  died  May  27,  1941.  On  Feb.  20,  1916,  he  was 
received  into  the  First  South  Bend  church  by  baptism.  The 
funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the  writer. — H.  F.  Richards, 
South  Bend,  Ind. 

Reckner,  Annie  Tipton,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1872,  and  died  Nov. 
8,  1941.  She  was  the  mother  of  fourteen  children,  ten  of  whom 
survive  with  her  husband  and  one  brother.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Salisbury  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  in  the  Thomas  funeral  home  by  Brethren  Merriman 
of  Ebensburg  and  A.  J.  Replogle  of  Salisbury. — Mrs.  P.  S.  Davis, 
Springs,  Pa. 

Ringo,  Esta,  the  daughter  of  Bro.  Isaac  Crickenberger,  died  at 
the  New  Castle  hospital  on  Nov.  5,  1941.  She  was  born  in  Rock- 
ingham, Va.,  Sept.  2,  1849.  Eighty-five  years  ago  she  came  with 
her  family  to  Indiana,  where  she  lived  the  rest  of  her  life.  Her 
husband,  John  Ringo,  died  several  years  ago.  She  leaves  four 
sons  and  other  relatives  and  friends.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  many  years.  Her  funeral  was  preached 
at  the  Middletown  church  by  Bro.  McCullough.  Her  only  sister, 
Lydia  Gillespie  from  Ellwood,  attended  her  funeral.  Then  on 
Nov.  10  she  died.  Sister  Ringo's  daughter-in-law  who  attended 
both  of  the  funerals,  died  on  Nov.  13  at  her  home  in  Indian- 
apolis. Sister  Ringo's  interment  was  made  in  the  Miller  ceme- 
tery where  her  husband  was  laid  to  rest. — Florida  Green,  Mid- 
dletown,  Ind. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

California 
Inglewood. — From  a  quiet  little  corner  a  few  blocks  southwest 
of  downtown  Inglewood  come  greetings  and  best  wishes  to  all 
our  friends.  We  stand  with  outstretched  hands  ready  to  greet 
all  who  will  come  and  worship  with  us.  Over  half  of  our  church 
is  made  up  of  energetic  young  people.  In  fact,  we  have  no  old 
folks  at  Inglewood.  You  would  heartily  agree  if  you  could  see 
the  way  our  elderly  young  folks  go  hand  in  hand  with  our  high 
school  and  college  young  people  in  sponsoring  our  numerous 
activities.  On  Sunday  we  have  Sunday-school  and  church  serv- 
ices in  the  morning,  and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  church  services  in  the 
evening.  The  Dorcas  society  meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  and  the  Woodworkers  class  each  Tuesday  night  in  the 
church  shop.     The  ladies'  aid  meets  all  day  on  Wednesday  and 
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the  Bible  study  class  in  the  evening.  Choir  practice  is  held  on 
Friday  nights,  and  on  Saturday  someone  is  generally  working  on 
the  church  lawn,  barbecue  pit  or  volley  ball  court.  We  also 
have  calling  days,  housewarmings,  socials,  dinners,  picnics,  beach 
parties,  fish  fries,  hayrides,  roller  skatings  and  miscellaneous 
showers.  What  we  lack  in  number  we  make  up  in  quality.  Ev- 
erything is  done  freely  and  equally  for  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ's 
advancement  upon  this  earth.  Our  young  people  are  happier  by 
co-operatively  keeping  occupied  in  serving  others,  creating 
works  of  art  with  their  hands,  and  playing  athletic  games,  than 
by  drinking,  dancing  and  gambling.  We  are  made  up  of  loved 
ones  from  all  over  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  we  wel- 
come you. — Mrs.  John  L.  Fry,  Redondo  Beach,  Calif.,  Nov.  15. 

Florida 
Miami. — At  our  regular  September  council  Bro.  C.  C.  Price  was 
chosen  elder  for  another  year  and  Mrs.  Charles  Anderson  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  We  have  a  Messenger  club  in  charge 
of  Sister  Siegler.  On  the  fourth  Wednesday  night  of  each  month 
our  prayer  meeting  is  called  Messenger  night;  each  one  present 
brings  his  Messenger  and  reads  something  that  has  especially  in- 
terested him  and  comments  on  it.  This  is  quite  interesting  and 
we  look  forward  to  these  nights.  On  next  Sunday  the  county 
singers  will  again  meet  with  us.  They  give  us  some  real  old- 
fashioned  singing  and  the  church  is  always  filled  at  these  meet- 
ings. We  are  expecting  a  number  of  tourists  this  season.  Those 
coming  in  trailers  may  have  free  parking  on  the  church  grounds 
with  electricity  and  rest  rooms  at  a  very  small  cost.  Our  church 
is  located  on  95th  Street  and  6th  Avenue,  N.  W.  Anyone  know- 
ing the  address  of  friends  or  members  of  the  church  please 
notify  our  pastor,  Bro.  T.  S.  Richardson,  or  the  writer,  so  that 
we  may  get  in  touch  with  them. — Mrs.  Enos  Overholser,  Miami, 
Fla.,  Nov.   10. 

Illinois 
Yellow  Creek. — We  were  represented  at  the  district  meeting 
at  Polo  by  Brethren  William  Keltner  and  George  Fike.  At  the 
council  meeting  on  Sept.  26  Bro.  Galen  G.  Gerdes  was  elected 
elder  and  Sister  Orpha  Mantzki  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Our  Sunday-school  attendance  has  been  very  good,  several  times 
exceeding  the  enrollment.  The  picnic  was  held  at  Krape  Park 
in  Freeport.  The  young  people  of  the  church  take  charge  of  the 
opening  worship  service  at  the  evening  meetings.  Brother  and 
Sister  A.  P.  Musselman  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  conducted  evange- 
listic services  for  two  weeks  beginning  Oct.  20.  The  attendance 
was  good  in  spite  of  the  busy  season  and  heavy  rains,  and  good 
interest  was  shown  throughout  the  services.  As  a  result  eight 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism,  two  by  reconsecration  and 
letter,  one  by  letter,  and  one  awaits  membership  on  former  bap- 
tism. The  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  3  and  we  were  very  glad 
to  have  several  from  other  congregations  commune  with  us.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  shipped  a  third  consignment  of  relief  clothing, 
canned  some  vegetables  for  Bethany  Hospital  and  is  now  quilting. 
— Mrs.  Leroy  Hecker,  Pearl  City,  111.,  Nov.  14. 

Indiana 

Middleiown. — On  Nov.  16  Bro.  E.  L.  McCullough  brought  us  a 
splendid  sermon.  Bro.  O.  H.  Zirkle  preaches  at  the  Upper  Fall 
Creek  church  on  every  third  Sunday.  Bro.  Harold  Grady  is  our 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  An  offering  for  the  Civilian  Pub- 
lic Service  camps  is  taken  on  every  third  Sunday  of  the  month. 
We  had.  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  24  with  Bro.  Hoover  of  Ander- 
son officiating.  Our  church  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  an 
all-day  meeting  at  Upper  Fall  Creek  on  Sept.  21.  Brother  and 
Sister  Ira  Arnold  of  Maryland  gave  a  program  in  music  and  art, 
which  we  all  enjoyed.  Then  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  19  a  dele- 
gation from  our  church  attended  services  at  the  Buck  Creek 
church  where  Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  and  his  wife  were  holding  re- 
vival meetings.  On  Nov.  9  a  few  of  us  met  in  the  home  of  Bro. 
Charles  Minnich,  who  was  anointed.  Bro.  Bowman  and  Bro. 
Zirkle  were  in  charge  of  the  service. — Florida  Green,  Middle- 
town,  Ind.,  Nov.  16. 

North  Webster. — Our  new  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
have  been  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  Galen  Bowman  is 
our  elder.  The  young  people's  class  sponsored  a  musical  pro- 
gram on  Nov.  2.  They  held  the  program  at  the  North  Webster 
Methodist  church  because  the  new  furnace  in  our  church  had  not 
yet  been  installed.  Our  revival  services  will  begin  on  Nov.  23 
and  continue  for  two  weeks.  Bro.  Leo  Miller  of  the  Bethany 
church  will  be  our  evangelist.  On  Saturday  night,  Dec.  13,  we 
will  hold  our  communion  service  at  the  church. — Mabel  More- 
head,  Leesburg,  Ind.,  Nov.   16. 

Kansas 
Pleasant  View.— Brother  and  Sister  H.  T.  Harris  of  Kingman 
have  filled  the  vacancy  left  by  Brother  and  Sister  J.  D.  Newton, 
who  served  the  Brethren  home  as  superintendent  and  matron  for 
the  past  eight  years.  Brother  and  Sister  E.  E.  Barnhart  and 
family,  our  pastors,  left  here  Aug.  25  for  their  new  pastorate 
at  Chico,  Calif.  Since  September  Bro.  Raymond  Slifer  of  Iowa, 
who  is  a  student  at  McPherson  College,  has  been  filling  the  pul- 
pit each  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  On  Sept.  15  our  mem- 
bers' meeting  was  held.  In  the  absence  of  both  our  pastor  and 
elder,  Bro.  J.  F.  Showalter,  a  deacon,  was  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing. Bro.  Clinton  I.  Weber  of  Hutchinson  was  elected  elder  and 
V.  W.  Hornbaker  Sunday-school  superintendent.  On  Sept.  4  our 
ladies'  aid  met  in  an  all-day  meeting  and  reorganized  for  an- 


other year  of  helpful  Christian  activity.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Finfrock 
is  our  president.  We  sponsored  the  buying  and  installing  of 
Venetian  blinds  for  our  church  windows.  We  are  quilting  now 
but  several  new  projects  have  been  under  advisement,  one  of 
which  we  are  now  working  on — the  making  of  children's  paja- 
mas for  the  Red  Cross.  Sept.  21  was  the  time  set  for  the  home- 
coming at  the  Brethren  Home.  The  day  was  beautiful  and  a 
large  number  were  present.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
church  with  lunch  served  in  the  Home's  dining  room.  On  Oct. 
10  six  members  of  our  ladies'  aid  accepted  the  invitation  of  the 
Hutchinson  Church  of  the  Brethren  mission  board  to  hear  an 
address  given  by  Sister  Anna  Crumpacker.  On  the  evening  of 
Oct.  15  Bro.  Frank  Crumpacker  gave  a  splendid  address  in  our 
church  on  his  work  in  China.  He  showed  pictures  of  conditions 
existing  there.  Several  of  our  members  attended  district  confer- 
ence at  the  Salem  church  Oct.  17-20.  Our  delegates  were  J.  F. 
Showalter  and  Mrs.  Laura  Hornbaker.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Nov.  29  at  7:30  p.  m. — Barbara  Showalter,  Hutchinson, 
Kans.,  Nov.   13. 

Montana 
Grandview. — During  the  summer  and  fall  our  church  has  been 
having  services  every  three  weeks.  The  church  council  was  held 
on  Sept.  27  with  Bro.  Ray  Harris  as  moderator.  Bro.  Frank 
Wingert  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  led  the  devotions  and  gave  a 
short  message.  Officers  for  the  new  year  were  elected.  Bro. 
Mark  Emswiler  was  chosen  elder.  On  Oct.  26  we  closed  our 
services  for  the  year  with  a  harvest  sermon  by  Bro.  Emswiler. 
An  offering  for  local  work  was  taken.  Our  quota  for  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  was  sent  in.  The  entire  congregation  went 
to  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reuben  Berg  where  a  bounteous 
potluck  dinner  was  served.  Services  will  start  again  on  Easter 
Sunday.  The  aid  society  has  been  doing  excellent  work  during 
the  past  few  years.  A  luncheon  and  fancy  work  sale  on  Nov.  1 
brought  $60.10.  Only  a  few  of  the  ladies  are  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  but  fine  co-operation  and  community 
interest  are  shown.  A  $10  check  was  sent  for  Brethren  Service 
work. — Bertha  I.  Glein,  Medicine  Lake,  Mont.,  Nov.  14. 

Nebraska 

Omaha. — Since  our  last  writing  many  events  have  taken  place. 
In  August  twelve  of  our  members  attended  the  family  camp 
which  was  held  at  Crete.  Many  others  went  for  the  last  day. 
All  who  attended  received  inspiration  and  the  desire  to  do  their 
best  for  the  Master.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  M.  C.  Early,  was  chosen 
camp  director  for  next  year.  A  special  fund  was  started  by  the 
Friendship  class  to  help  some  worthy  member  go  to  camp  who> 
otherwise  might  find  it  impossible.  On  Aug.  17  a  special  pro- 
gram was  given  by  the  camp  group  in  which  they  brought  to 
the  church  service  some  of  the  inspiration  which  they  had  re- 
ceived. New  officers  and  teachers  have  been  elected  in  the 
Sunday  school.  We  are  looking  forward  to  a  year  of  renewed  in- 
terest with  Mrs.  Ruth  Duncan  as  superintendent.  On  Oct.  5  we- 
participated  in  the  world-wide  communion  service.  The  same- 
Sunday  was  considered  as  home-coming  day.  On  Oct.  21  the 
young  people  of  our  church  were  hosts  to  the  city-wide  meeting 
of  the  Christian  Endeavor  union,  and  also  took  charge  of  the  de- 
votions. Ten  of  our  members  have  enrolled  in  a  union  leader- 
ship training  school  which  is  being  held  in  our  city.  We  en- 
joyed the  splendid  fellowship  experienced  when  the  Nebraska 
district  meeting  was  held  here  Oct.  10-13.  The  guest  speakers 
were  Brother  and  Sister  Desmond  Bittinger,  Bro.  E.  G.  Hoff  and 
Bishop  Howard  R.  Brinker,  all  of  whom  added  much  to  the  in- 
spiration of  the  meeting. — Vivian  June  Lowell,  Omaha,  Nebr., 
Nov.   8. 

Silver  Lake. — The  love  feast  was  held  on  Aug.  30  with  the 
writer  officiating,  assisted  by  Bro.  S.  M.  Forney  of  Kearney  and 
Bro.  P.  T.  Grabill.  The  report  from  our  district  meeting  was 
given  on  Oct.  26,  at  which  time  a  business  session  was  held. 
Thirteen  letters  of  membership  were  granted.  On  Nov.  2  we 
baptized  two  in  Hastings. — J.  J.  Tawzer,  Hastings,  Nebr.,  Nov.  10. 

Ohio 

Ashland. — A  number  of  our  young  people  and  intermediates 
attended  Camp  Mack  and  also  Camp  Zion,  our  district  camp. 
They  all  came  back  with  interesting  reports  and  much  enthusi- 
asm. Our  church  has  been  the  scene  of  three  very  pretty  wed- 
dings: Ruth  Inman  and  Dale  Kyser,  Mae  Friend  and  Lawrence 
Wolleson,  and  June  Heestand  and  Claude  Wolfe.  R.  V.  Bollin- 
ger is  the  Sunday-school  superintendent  for  the  year  and  Bro.  S. 
P.  Early  the  elder.  These  officers,  along  with  the  others,  were 
installed  at  a  very  impressive  service  conducted  by  our  pastor, 
Bro.  J.  C.  Inman,  on  Sept.  28.  We  resumed  Sunday  evening  serv- 
ices on  Sept.  1  at  the  close  of  the  summer  union  services  of  the 
city,  in  which  we  co-operated.  Our  delegates  to  district  confer- 
ence were  R.  V.  Bollinger  and  G.  A.  Cassel.  The  board  of 
Christian  education  was  host  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  Sept.  26  at  a 
social  meeting  and  business  session,  at  which  the  needs  and  de- 
sires of  the  young  people  were  discussed  with  the  board.  As  a 
result,  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  been  having  some  very  interesting 
Sunday  evening  services  with  W.  S.  Kreider  as  their  general 
superintendent.  Bro.  Inman  called  a  joint  meeting  of  the  boards 
of  the  church,  at  which  time  the  problems  of  each  board  were 
studied  and  discussed.  Then  on  Oct.  7  a  church  night  was  held 
and  each  board  presented  its  plans  to  the  church  and  they  were 
discussed.  A  fellowship  meal  was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Oct.  5 
was  promotion  day  and  the  children's  department  had  charge  of 
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the  opening,  giving  us  some  samples  of  the  work  being  done  in 
their  department.  We  are  planning  to  hold  our  love  feast  on 
Sunday  night,  Nov.  23.  Our  revival  meetings  will  be  held  some- 
time in  January,  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden.  Bro.  In- 
man  and  his  wife  will  have  been  with  us  a  year  in  January  and 
we  feel  that  the  work  is  progressing  very  nicely  under  their 
efficient  leadership.  We  hope  to  pay  the  debt  for  our  new 
church  house  in  1942.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A.  Cassel  have  gone  to 
Texas  to  spend  the  winter. — Fern  Keefer,  Ashland,  Ohio,  Nov.  11. 

County  Line. — A  week's  meeting  was  held  in  our  church  begin- 
ning on  Oct.  12.  Different  speakers  were  in  charge  of  each 
evening.  Bro.  J.  L.  Guthrie  and  Rev.  Black  of  LaFayette,  Breth- 
ren Glenn  Fruth  of  Deshler,  Reuben  Boomershine  of  Fostoria, 
A.  G.  Freed  of  Findlay,  J.  J.  Anglemeyer  of  Williamstown,  and 
Rev.  J.  H.  Patterson  of  Bucyrus  were  the  speakers.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Saturday  night  and  was  well  attended.  The 
Sunday  morning  services  on  Oct.  19  were  in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  A. 
Guthrie  of  Metamora.  This  was  our  home-coming  and  at  the 
noon  hour  a  basket  dinner  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  crowd.  A 
short  program  was  given  in  the  afternoon,  and  it  was  decided  to 
have  another  home-coming  next  year.  On  Sunday  evening  a 
rally  day  program  and  a  message  by  Bro.  Ellis  Guthrie  were 
given. — Mrs.  Gail  Young,  Bluffton,  Ohio,  Nov.   11. 

Ft.  McKinley. — We  have  greatly  enjoyed  the  special  numbers 
given  by  the  choir  each  Sunday.  They  represented  us  at  the 
men's  mass  meeting  at  Ludlow  Falls  in  August.  At  the  fall 
council  meeting  on  Sept.  10  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming 
year.  On  Oct.  5  we  observed  rally  day  with  installation  of  church 
and  Sunday-school  officers  and  promotion  day  for  the  children. 
The  district  intermediate  leaders'  conference  was  held  in  our 
church  on  Oct.  25  with  Bro.  Raymond  Peters  as  guest  speaker. 
On  the  following  day  dedicatory  services  were  held  for  the 
new  windows  and  other  recent  improvements  made  on  our 
church  and  its  surroundings.  A  special  message  was  given  by 
Dr.  Daniel  Brownlee,  secretary  of  the  Dayton  Council  of 
Churches.  In  the  evening  our  communion  was  held  with  Bro. 
Roy  Teach  officiating,  assisted  by  Brethren  C.  F.  McKee,  our 
pastor,  and  Paul  Bowman.  The  services  were  very  impressive. — 
Mrs.  Emerson  G.  Baker,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  3. 

Lima. — Our  third  quarterly  council  met  on  Sept.  10;  most  of 
the  business  was  the  election  of  officers.  It  was  decided  to  in- 
stall a  new  furnace.  Installation  services  for  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Sunday  school  and  church  were  held  on  Oct.  2. 
Our  home-coming  and  rally  day  services  were  held  on  Sept.  28. 
Bro.  B.  M.  Rollins  delivered  an  inspiring  message.  This  date 
also  marked  the  opening  of  our  evangelistic  services  with  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Rollins  as  evangelists.  We  greatly  appreciated  the 
two  weeks  of  guidance  we  received  under  their  leadership. 
Three  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by  let- 
ter. Our  young  girls  have  just  organized  a  junior  aid  spon- 
sored by  the  ladies'  aid.  They  are  planning  a  full  and  helpful 
program  for  the  year.  Our  young  people  will  entertain  the 
district  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  Nov.  22,  23.  Bro.  Otho  Winger  of  North 
Manchester  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  The  ladies'  aid  will  have 
charge  of  the  dinners  and  banquet.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Bro.  Earl  Plaugher  the  men's  chorus  and  the  mixed  chorus  have 
been  rendering  some  beautiful  services.  A  peace  declamation 
contest  will  be  held  at  our  church  on  Nov.  9.  This  is  under  the 
direction  of  Brethren  George  Vore  and  Walter  Binkley.  The 
love  feast  date  has  been  set  for  Nov.  16. — Ellen  Vore,  Lima,  Ohio, 
Nov.   5. 

West  Dayton. — On  Sept.  13  the  pastor,  church  officers  and 
board  members  met  in  a  fall  retreat  to  plan  the  year's  program 
of  work.  Our  city,  with  its  rapidly  changing  socio-economic 
status,  presents  a  distinct  challenge  to  the  church,  and  much 
thought  and  prayer  have  gone  into  plans  for  the  coming  year. 
Spiritual  Emphasis  Week,  Nov.  9-16,  is  one  outgrowth.  The 
membership  has  been  divided  into  fifteen  territorial  groupings, 
each  of  which  will  have  four  fireside  discussion  meetings  and 
prayer  services  during  the  week  on  the  topics:  Custom  Versus 
Christian  Standards,  Self-Sacrifice  Today,  Prejudice,  and  Con- 
scientious Christians.  The  remaining  evening  will  be  used  for  an 
all-church  forum  and  special  consecration  service,  led  by  J.  Or- 
ville  Groff  on  the  theme,  The  Place  of  the  Communion  in  the  Life 
of  the  Church.  The  communion  service  on  Nov.  16,  with  Eld. 
C.  F.  McKee  present,  will  conclude  these  services,  at  which  time 
Bro.  Jesse  Bowser  will  be  licensed  to  the  ministry.  During  the 
past  year  sixty-three  of  our  young  men  have  been  conscripted 
and  have  faced  seriously  the  issues  of  the  present  day.  Our  pas- 
tor has  given  them  many  hours  of  counsel  and  help.  Under  the 
superintendency  of  Robert  J.  Noffsinger,  the  church  school  has 
begun  a  new  year  with  an  inspirational  rally  day,  and  plans  for 
the  coming  of  Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  for  a  workers'  conference 
and  Sunday  morning  address  Dec.  6,  7.  In  a  beautiful  service  of 
music  and  scripture  the  congregation  recently  rejoiced  in  the 
dedication  of  new  choir  robes.  A  reception  was  given  for 
Brother  and  Sister  J.  Perry  Prather  in  celebration  of  their 
twentieth  wedding  anniversary  and  the  beginning  of  their  ninth 
year  of  faithful  service  and  consecrated  leadership  here. — Kath- 
ryn  M.  Wallick,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  7. 

Oklahoma 

Thomas. — Our  church  acquired  the  services  of  Bro.  Wayne 
Parris  as  summer  pastor,  relieving  our  regular  pastor,  Bro.  Al- 


bert Williams,  who  has  accepted  the  charge  to  continue  his  pas- 
toral work  since  Brother  and  Sister  Parris  have  returned  to  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kans.,  where  he  is  attending  college.  In  our  regular 
quarterly  council  meeting  Bro.  Williams  was  elected  elder  and 
pastor  and  Bro.  R.  E.  Gripe  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  church  on  the  first  Friday  night 
following  Thanksgiving. — Alma   Gripe,   Thomas,   Okla.,  Nov.   7. 

Oregon 

Ashland. — In  August  we  enjoyed  an  evening  of  songs  given  by 
the  Collegaire  Quartet  from  La  Verne  College.  On  Sept.  2  the 
church  met  in  council.  Bro.  C.  Noble  Stutsman  of  Grants  Pass 
was  chosen  elder  for  the  coming  year  and  Bro.  E.  J.  Wine  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  On  Oct.  12  a  number  from  this 
church  attended  the  Church  at  Work  conference  at  Grants  Pass. 
The  ladies'  aid  is  planning  a  bazaar  and  food  sale  for  the  near 
future. — Mrs.  B.  M.  Lininger,  Ashland,  Oreg.,  Nov.   13. 

Grants  Pass. — On  Oct.  19  the  joint  Church  at  Work  conference 
was  held  here  with  Ashland,  Medford  and  Myrtle  Point  attend- 
ing. During  the  eleven  o'clock  service  on  Oct.  26  five  boys  of 
the  Loyal  Temperance  Legion  of  our  church  held  a  declamation 
contest.  A  program  was  given  in  the  evening,  this  being  world 
temperance  Sunday.  Two  beautiful  flower  vases  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  church  by  the  Medford  ladies'  aid.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Nov.  2  with  Bro.  C.  N.  Stutsman  officiating.  The 
ladies'  aid  has  sent  sixty-five  pounds  of  clothing  for  China  relief. 
A  new  baby  has  been  added  to  our  cradle  roll.  An  offering, 
which  amounted  to  $28,  was  taken  on  Oct.  9  for  our  relief  and 
Civilian  Public  Service  work.  A  play,  Such  As  I  Have,  which 
brought  a  message  on  stewardship,  was  given  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning by  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. — Teckla  Olsen,  Grants  Pass,  Oreg., 
Nov.    12. 

Pennsylvania 

Berkey  (Shade  Creek). — On  Sept.  14  we  had  an  all-day  home- 
coming service  in  the  Berkey  church.  These  services  were  very 
well  attended.  Bro.  James  Murphy  of  Rummel  brought  the 
morning  message,  Bro.  Galen  Blough  of  Somerset  the  afternoon 
message,  and  in  the  evening  Sister  Mary  Gauntz  Cummings,  re- 
turned missionary  to  China,  brought  us  a  message.  Sunday- 
school  and  church  officers  were  elected  on  Sept.  21.  Bro.  John  F. 
Graham  was  re-elected  elder  and  Paul  Blough  is  our  new  Sun- 
day-school superintendent.  The  following  delegates  were  elected 
to  represent  us  at  our  district  conference  held  in  the  Roxbury 
church  at  Johnstown  Oct.  22,  23:  C.  C.  Weaver,  Marian  Dull,  Mrs. 
Herman  Shaffer,  Virgil  Weaver,  C.  K.  Shaffer,  Charles  Brubaker 
and  O.  A.  Johns.  Our  regular  fall  communion  service  was  held 
on  Oct.  12.  On  Oct.  26  Brother  and  Sister  Ira  Arnold  brought 
us  a  fine  worship  service  in  art  and  music.  Our  women's  group 
recently  sent  a  camp  kit  and  wool  comforter  to  Camp  Kane.  One 
of  our  boys,  Bro.  Lee  Weaver,  is  now  at  Camp  Kane.  Two  have 
been  baptized  since  our  last  report. — Mrs.  John  F.  Graham,  Wind- 
ber,  Pa.,  Nov.   16. 

Geiger. — Bro.  Cecil  O.  Showalter,  pastor  of  the  Sipesville 
church,  conducted  a  week's  revival  meeting  in  our  church  be- 
ginning on  Oct.  27,  and  closing  with  communion  services  on 
Nov.  2.  Bro.  Showalter  brought  interesting  and  inspiring  mes- 
sages, which  resulted  in  four  new  members  being  added  to  the 
kingdom.  Baptism  was  administered  in  the  Somerset  church 
baptistry  on  Nov.  2  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  H.  Q.  Rhodes.  There 
were  eighty  members  seated  around  the  communion  tables.  Bro. 
Carl  Lauer  of  the  Brothersvalley  congregation  filled  the  pulpit 
while  our  pastor  held  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  in  the  Pleas- 
ant Hill  church  during  the  first  part  of  October.  Sister  Emma 
Beabes  represented  our  church  as  delegate  at  district  meeting 
in  the  Roxbury  church,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  while  Sister  Verna  Moon 
represented  the  women's  work  and  the  writer  the  B.  Y.  P.  D. 
The  ladies'  aid  served  dinners  at  the  sale  of  Bro.  William  Hottle 
on  Nov.  8.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  its  installation  of  officers  on 
Oct.  26.  Bro.  Carl  Lauer  brought  us  a  consecrative  message  and 
was  in  charge  of  the  installation  service. — Wilbert  G.  Beeghly, 
Listie,  Pa.,  Nov.   10. 
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Huntingdon. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  Oct.  6  Bro.  H.  H. 
Nye  was  elected  elder  for  the  coming  year.  The  church  reluc- 
tantly accepted  the  resignation  of  Pastor  George  Detweiler  and 
wife  after  their  four  years  of  very  much  appreciated  service. 
They  have  been  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Waynesboro 
church,  Pa.  At  a  special  council  our  church  decided  to  ask 
Brother  and  Sister  Tobias  Henry  of  Roaring  Spring,  Pa.,  to  serve 
as  our  pastors.  This  call  has  been  accepted  and  they  will  take  up 
the  pastorate  about  Jan.  1.  During  the  interim  Brother  and 
Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp  will  serve  as  our  pastors.  The  convocation 
services  of  Juniata  College  were  held  in  the  Stone  church  on 
Oct.  5  with  Bro.  Detweiler  bringing  the  sermon.  Rally  day  was 
observed  in  our  church  on  Oct.  12.  ,  The  pastor  preached  a  spe- 
cial sermon  for  the  occasion.  There  was  a  brief  installation  serv- 
ice for  newly  elected  church  and  church-school  officers  and 
teachers  held  in  connection  with  the  worship  service.  Our  an- 
nual fellowship  supper  for  all  officers  and  teachers  was  held  on 
Oct.  28.  Rev.  Herbert  Glasco  of  the  Fifteenth  Street  Methodist 
church  was  the  speaker.  We  welcome  to  our  community  and  to 
our  church  Brother  and  Sister  H.  Stover  Kulp  and  children, 
missionaries  to  Africa,  and  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crum- 
packer,  missionaries  to  China.  Mission  study  classes  on  Africa 
are  being  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister  Kulp.  Classes  for 
religious  week-day  instruction  are  held  once  a  week  in  the 
Huntingdon  High  School  by  our  pastor.  The  course  of  study  this 
year  is  The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Christ.  Our  communion  serv- 
ices were  held  on  Nov.  9.  On  Nov.  23  the  young  people's  circuit 
number  five  will  hold  their  meeting  in  our  church.  Our  Sun- 
day evening  services  have  been  devoted  to  Bible  study.  During 
September  the  Book  of  Romans  was  studied;  this  was  followed 
during  October  and  November  by  a  study  of  First  and  Second 
Peter. — Mrs.    Edgar    S.    Kiracofe,    Huntingdon,   Pa.,   Nov.    11. 

Maple  Spring. — On  Sept.  7  our  church  joined  with  the  other 
churches  of  the  Brethren  in  this  section  in  a  pulpit  exchange 
planned  by  the  Conemaugh  Valley  ministerium.  Bro.  L.  H. 
Brumbaugh  of  the  Roxbury  church  in  Johnstown  preached  at 
Maple  Spring.  Our  pastor  preached  at  Tire  Hill.  On  Sept.  28  we 
had  the  privilege  of  having  Mary  Gauntz  Cumming,  a  mission- 
ary to  China,  speak  in  our  church.  She  brought  a  helpful  and 
inspiring  message.  In  the  evening  a  young  people's  chorus  from 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church  rendered  a  musical  program  in  our 
church.  From  Oct.  5-19  Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  led  us  in  a  Spirit- 
filled  revival  meeting.  His  messages  were  scriptural  and  as  a 
result  ten  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  by 
letter.  Following  the  meeting  at  Maple  Spring  Pastor  J.  M. 
Geary  and  wife  conducted  a  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  at  Fair- 
chance,  Pa.  During  the  pastor's  absence  the  pulpit  here  was 
filled  by  Bro.  Kenneth  Blough  of  the  Tire  Hill  congregation  and 
Bro.  Millard  Weaver  of  the  Berkey  congregation.  The  Sunday- 
school  and  church  activities  continue  on  an  upward  trend.  The 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  under  the  leadership  of  Bro.  Gerald  Yoder,  will  meet 
soon  to  plan  their  winter  activities. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Geary,  Holl- 
sopple,  Pa.,  Nov.  8. 

Martinsburg. — Bro.  Foster  B.  Statler  preached  for  us  on  Aug. 
24.  Seven  of  our  members  were  sent  as  delegates  to  the  district 
Sunday-school  conference  held  in  New  Enterprise.  A  number  of 
our  members  are  attending  the  leadership  training  school  held  in 
the  high  school  building  each  Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  7 — Nov.  4. 
The  course,  Guidance  in  Christian  Homemaking,  is  being  taught 
by  our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Coffman.  At  our  regular  quar- 
terly council  meeting  on  Oct.  3  officers  for  the  church  and 
Sunday  school  were  elected.  The  superintendent  is  Dean  Brum- 
baugh. A  special  service  for  the  installation  of  teachers  and 
officers  was  held  on  Oct.  5  with  Eld.  H.  W.  Hanawalt  as  speaker. 
The  primary  department  of  the  Sunday  school  is  presenting  the 
church  with  a  pulpit  Bible  which  will  be  much  appreciated.  At 
our  harvest  home  service  on  Oct.  12  a  large  donation  of  canned 
fruit  and  vegetables  was  brought  for  Camp  Kane.  Fifteen  of 
our  men  attended  the  semiannual  district  meeting  of  men's  work 
held  in  Everett  on  Oct.  21.  Bro.  Fred  Zook  officiated  at  our  love 
feast  on  Nov.  2.  Our  women's  missionary  society,  which  meets 
once  a  month,  was  entertained  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter H.  Stover  Kulp  at  Huntingdon;  after  a  program,  which  in- 
cluded an  interesting  talk  by  Mrs.  Kulp,  the  society  served  lunch 
and  presented  the  Kulps  with  a  donation  of  food.  The  men's 
chorus  of  our  church  has  recently  taken  special  musical  programs 
to  the  Everett,  Williamsburg  and  Curryville  churches.  Prof. 
Alvin  F.  Brightbill  of  Bethany  Seminary  will  hold  a  music  insti- 
tute in  our  church  Nov.  16-22.  Recently  five  members  have  been 
received  into  our  church  by  baptism  and  three  by  letter. — Mrs. 
Ray  Miller,  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  10. 

Mt.  Olivet. — In  September  we  reorganized  our  Sunday  school 
for  the  ensuing  year.  Brethren  Reuben  Jones  and  Cloyd  Rhoads 
were  elected  superintendents.  Bro.  Mark  Ebersole,  who  served 
as  our  summer  pastor,  has  resumed  his  studies  at  Elizabethtown 
College,  but  was  back  with  us  on  Oct.  12  and  will  be  with  us 
again  Nov.  30.  Bro.  Ebersole  has  proved  very  helpful  here  and 
we  are  always  glad  for  his  return.  On  Nov.  2  we  held  our  first 
harvest  home  service.  The  children  had  a  large  share  in  the 
program.  Our  gifts  were  given  to  the  boys  at  Camp  Kane. 
The  women  are  making  a  comforter  to  send  to  Camp  Kane  and 
another  is  being  sent  by  a  family.  Sister  Dorothy  Kipp  and  Sis- 
ter Matella  were  our  delegates  to  the  district  meeting  at  Ship- 
pensburg  on  Oct.  29.  Our  home  mission  offering  amounted  to 
$57.     The  women  of  Mt.  Olivet  have  been  doing  splendid  work 


during  the  past  year.  We  made  new  clothing  and  sent  several 
boxes  of  secondhand  clothing  for  war  relief  besides  rolling 
bandages.  Our  offering  for  our  mission  schools  amounted  to 
$10.35.  On  Nov.  7  Sister  Ida  Shumaker  spoke  to  the  women  and 
girls  at  the  home  of  Sister  E.  S.  Kipp.  Her  message  gave  us  a 
better  understanding  of  the  life  of  the  women  and  girls  in  India. 
On  Nov.  9  she  spoke  at  the  church.  We  know  her  coming  has 
been  a  great  blessing  to  our  church.  On  Dec.  7  we  expect  to 
have  the  student  volunteers  of  Elizabethtown  College  bring  a 
message. — Ada  Brandt,  Millerstown,  Pa.,  Nov.  17. 

Palmyra. — On  Aug.  31  we  enjoyed  having  Bro.  Wang  Tung,  a 
native  of  China,  give  us  some  of  his  impressions  of  America. 
All  of  our  ministers  took  part  in  our  harvest  services.  Many 
fruits  were  displayed  on  the  pulpit;  these  were  later  taken  to  the 
Neffsville  orphanage.  A  consecration  service  for  all  Sunday- 
school  workers  was  held  on  Oct.  5;  the  challenge  for  work  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  was  given  by  Bro.  Carper.  The  yearly  visit 
among  the  members  was  made  in  October.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack 
brought  a  challenging  message  on  Oct.  26.  Bro.  John  Byler 
brought  a  message  of  some  of  the  joys  of  Christian  living  on  the 
morning  of  our  love  feast  day.  The  afternoon  service  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Brethren  Byler  and  Carl  Zeigler;  the  latter  offi- 
ciated at  the  service  in  the  evening.  There  were  468  persons 
who  communed.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  revival  meeting 
which  will  start  Nov.  10  with  Bro.  Galen  Blough  evangelist. — 
Edith  M.  Blouch,  Palmyra,  Nov.  4. 

Quakertown. — Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.'s  Saturday  night  services  were 
discontinued  for  a  few  weeks  during  the  warm  weather,  and 
tent  meetings  were  held  each  night  for  two  weeks.  Our  pastor 
and  family  had  a  two-week  vacation;  during  his  absence  Breth- 
ren Steven  Margush  and  Linford  Rotenberger  took  charge  of  the 
services.  On  Aug.  13  our  pastor  took  the  intermediate  boys  on  a 
hike.  In  August  Brother  and  Sister  Maynard  George  and  Sister 
Dorothy  Huber.  who  are  attending  Moody  Bible  Institute,  were 
home  on  their  vacation.  The  cabinet  members  of  the  intermedi- 
ate society  met  at  the  parsonage  on  Aug.  11.  On  Aug.  16  Bro. 
Joseph  Margush  and  Sister  Betty  Foshenner  were  married  in  the 
church.  On  the  first  Sunday  night  in  August  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  gave 
a  musical  program.  On  Aug.  31  a  farewell  service  for  the  Moody 
students  was  held,  at  which  time  Bro.  Maynard  George  was  the 
speaker.  An  offering  of  $56.70  was  taken  in  the  Sunday-school 
classes  for  these  students.  On  Sept.  10  the  Co-workers  Sunday- 
school  class  enjoyed  a  wiener  roast.  Beginning  on  Sept.  29  Bro. 
A.  M.  Dixon  held  a  two-week  revival  service  with  special  music 
each  night.  His  sermons  were  helpful  and  uplifting.  During 
these  meetings  one  accepted  Christ  and  was  baptized.  Our  an- 
nual rally  day  and  home-coming  services  were  held  on  Oct.  5 
with  three  services.  On  Oct.  11  Bro.  John  Benner  and  Sister 
Anita  Ream  were  married  in  the  church.  On  Oct.  18  our  B.  Y. 
P.  D.'s  Saturday  evening  services  again  started  with  Bro.  John 
Kipp  as  chairman  of  the  new  committee.  Our  fall  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  19  with  130  members  present. — Mrs.  Raymond 
Bleam,   Zion  Hill,  Pa.,   Nov.   5. 

Shippensburg. — The  installation  services  for  the  new  officers 
were  held  on  Sept.  28.  Oct.  5  was  our  rally  day,  and  the  class 
of  girls  taught  by  Mrs.  Ella  Koser  was  one  hundred  per  cent  in 
attendance.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening  the  young  people  and 
our  pastor  and  wife  attended  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  rally  at  Buffalo,  Pa. 
On  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  29,  the  seven  intermediate  girls  from 
our  church  and  two  of  their  friends  who  attended  Camp  Peniel 
gave  us  a  program  about  camp  life,  which  all  present  enjoyed. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  held  its  election  on  Oct.  19.  Paul  Burkholder 
was  elected  president.  The  district  meeting  of  Southern  Penn- 
sylvania was  held  in  our  church  Oct.  28,  29.  The  noon  and  eve- 
ning meals  were  served  in  the  church  basement  under  the  aus- 
pices of  our  men's  and  women's  work.  A  deputation  of  young 
people  from  Elizabethtown  College  was  with  us  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, Nov.  2.  They  gave  a  splendid  program.  Our  semiannual 
council  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  3.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  J.  Linwood 
Eisenberg,  is  conducting  a  week  of  revival  services  in  our  church 
Nov.  9-16.  He  will  conduct  revival  services  in  the  Huntsdale 
church  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  November. — Iona  Gutshall, 
Shippensburg,  Pa.,  Nov.   12. 

Spring  Run. — The  home-coming  at  Spring  Run  was  observed 
on  Oct.  14  after  being  postponed  because  of  an  epidemic  of  in- 
fantile paralysis.  There  were  interesting  reminiscences  given 
by  some  of  the  older  folk  present.  A  playlet  entitled  Fifty 
Years  From  Now,  written  and  directed  by  Pastor  Perry  L.  Huf- 
faker,  dramatized  the  dreams,  aspirations  and  growth  of  the 
Spring  Run  church.  The  program  of  the  evening  was  a  very 
impressive  song-sermon  on  the  Twenty-third  Psalm.     The  theme 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS 

Indiana 

Dec.    8,    Salem 

Dec.   13,  North  Webster. 

Dec.   15,  Sugar  Creek. 

Iowa 

Dec.  8,  7:30  pm,  Ottumwa. 


Michigan 
Dec.  13,  7:30  pm,  Muskegon. 

Montana 
Dec.   6,   Poplar  Valley 

Ohio 
Dec.   7,  Bear   Creek. 

Pennsylvania 
Dec.   7,   7:30  pm,   Upper   Claar. 
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was  rendered  antiphonally  by  the  congregation  and  either  the 
men's  chorus  or  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  chorus,  interspersed  with  scrip- 
ture. The  love  feast  was  observed  at  each  church  house  so  that 
the  increased  attendance  could  be  better  accommodated.  The 
parsonage,  centrally  located  at  McVeytown,  is  nearing  comple- 
tion and  will  soon  be  occupied.  Mrs.  Huffaker,  wife  of  our  pas- 
tor, has  returned  home  from  the  Lewistown  hospital  after  an 
operation.  Her  condition  is  rapidly  improving.  The  opening 
worship  service  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  2  was  in  charge  of  a 
group  from  Rock  Hill,  led  by  Sister  Sholton.  The  evening  pro- 
gram was  in  charge  of  the  missionary  society.  Bro.  H.  Stover 
Kulp,  the  guest  speaker,  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  work 
in  Africa.  The  missionary  society  reorganized  recently  and 
elected  Mrs.  Gertrude  Ranck  as  president. — Maggie  Gill,  Mc- 
Veyton,  Pa.,  Nov.  9. 

Virginia 

Harrisonburg. — The  organizations  for  all  our  work  of  the  year 
have  been  completed  and  the  new  officers  began  their  respective 
duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  church  year  in  October.  Our 
women's  group  re-elected  Sister  Edna  Wetzel  as  their  leader. 
The  men  organized  their  work  with  Bro.  Leonard  Miller  as 
leader.  Our  church  observed  men's  and  boys'  week  again,  be- 
ginning Oct.  20  with  an  impressive  sermon,  Faith  of  Our  Fath- 
ers and  Ours,  by  the  pastor.  Some  activity  was  planned  for 
each  night,  including  their  annual  picnic,  and  the  father  and  son 
banquet.  Dr.  E.  B.  Jackson,  former  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
of  this  city,  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  banquet.  The  mothers 
and  daughters  served  as  hostesses.  The  annual  fellowship  sup- 
per, the  home-coming,  and  the  installation  and  consecration 
services  were  all  attended  with  interest,  and  carried  great  sig- 
nificance for  each  one.  In  the  first  week  of  September  all  the 
officials  of  the  church  were  called  together  to  study  and  work 
out  plans  and  goals  for  the  coming  year,  somewhat  in  accord- 
ance with  the  advance  program  in  Christian  education  adopted 
by  the  Southeastern  Region  at  regional  conference  in  August. 
Our  vacation  Bible  school  proved  most  interesting  and  helpful. 
Two  young  ladies  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  who  have  been 
teaching  in  Bible  schools,  volunteered  to  help  in  our  school. 
There  was  an  increased  attendance  and  more  work  accomplished. 
An  interesting  program  was  given  on  the  last  night  of  the  school. 
The  Sunday  school  held  its  annual  picnic  in  Gypsy  Hill  Park  at 
Staunton.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  for  a  number  of  years  held  their 
weekly   meetings   on   Monday   night.     Recently   they   decided   to 


change  the  time  of  meeting  to  Sunday  night,  beginning  on  Nov. 
2.  Pastor  Earl  M.  Bowman  gave  several  of  the  radio  addresses 
this  summer  on  the  international  Sunday-school  lessons;  this 
program  is  put  on  by  our  local  radio  station  each  Saturday 
morning.  The  annual  mission  rally  of  the  women's  work  was 
held  in  the  social  hall  on  Sept.  4.  Our  missionary  director  spon- 
sored the  program,  and  Sister  Sarah  Myers,  recently  returned 
from  China,  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  men's 
work  added  some  needed  improvements  to  the  social  hall  this 
fall.  Miss  Ruth  Spetzer,  our  organist,  gave  an  organ  recital  re- 
cently. On  Nov.  2  the  Student  Christian  association  of  Bridge- 
water  College  was  represented  in  our  church  by  five  of  their 
members  in  an  inspirational  service.  Recent  visiting  ministers 
who  have  served  us  from  the  pulpit  are  Brethren  A.  Stauffer 
Curry,  Marshal  Wolfe,  Cecil  Ikenberry  and  O.  F.  Bowman.  Bro. 
Bowman  is  at  this  time  engaged  in  an  evangelistic  meeting  at 
Meyersdale,  Pa. — Mrs.  A.  Fred  Cline,  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  Nov.  10. 

Johnsville. — Bro.  Carl  Spangler  of  the  Oak  Grove  congregation 
conducted  a  successful  series  of  meetings  for  us  this  fall,  clos- 
ing on  Aug.  31.  Five  conversions  were  made;  four  were  added  to 
our  church  by  baptism.  Sister  Spangler  conducted  a  story  hour 
for  the  children  each  evening,  which  added  much  to  the  services. 
Our  annual  love  feast  was  held  on  Sept.  13  with  Bro.  O.  S.  Gar- 
ber,  our  elder,  officiating.  We  met  in  council  on  Nov.  8  with  our 
elder  in  charge.  Bro.  Garber  was  re-elected  for  our  elder  and 
pastor  and  John  Barton  is  our  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
On  Nov.  9  the  members  of  our  congregation  and  our  pastor  and 
his  family  presented  an  impressive  program  on  missions.  Our 
missionary  offering  amounted  to  $50,  which  meets  our  quota  for 
the  year.  Bro.  F.  H.  Crumpacker,  missionary  to  China,  will  speak 
to  us  on  Dec.  2  at  7:30  p.  m.  We  are  looking  forward  to  this 
time. — Clyde   Starkey,    Catawba,   Va.,   Nov.    10. 

Poages  Mill. — Our  fall  council  meeting  was  held  in  September 
with  a  good  attendance.  Bro.  Carl  Spangler  was  retained  as 
elder  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  John  Kinzie  served  the  church 
from  June  to  September  as  summer  pastor.  Our  church  was 
represented  by  one  boy  at  Camp  Bethel  this  summer.  Douglas 
Gri$so  was  re-elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  The  ladies' 
aid  society  meets  regularly  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Thrasher,  who  has  served  faithfully  as  president  since  we  or- 
ganized. H.  L.  Grisso  was  elected  president  of  the  Loyal  Work- 
ers' class.  During  the  last  year  this  class  has  started  a  building 
fund  with  which  they  hope  to  help  construct  Sunday-school 
classrooms  in  the  future.     Billy  Agee  was   chosen   president   of 


Writing  about  recipes  for  the  new  cookbook,  Mrs.  Bernice  J.  Barkdoll  says:  "We  are  a  farm 
family  of  eight  planning  to  be  self-sufficient  as  far  as  possible.  We  especially  need  recipes  us- 
ing farm  products;  recipes  using  honey,  maple  syrup  or  sorghum  instead  of  so  much  commercial 
sugar;  new  ways  of  preparing  the  usual  vegetables,  home-ground  cereals  and  their  uses." 
What  have  you? 

Name  of  recipe   

List  of  ingredients  (give  specific  amounts)  for  a  recipe  to  serve  six  persons — 


Directions: 


Sender's  name  (Mrs.  or  Miss) 

State  which 


Town    Street  or  R.  D State    

□  Check  here  if  you  will  want  a  new  cookbook.     Our  present  plan  is  to  publish  the  book  to  sell  at  $1.00  per  copy. 
Special  rates  to  Aid  Societies.     For  information  write:  Brethren   Publishing   House,    16-24   South   State   St.,   Elgin,   Illinois. 
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the  young  people's  class.  Our  annual  love  feast  was  held  on 
Oct.  18.  Since  our  last  writing  we  have  lost  one  of  our  oldest 
members  by  death.  Sister  Nannie  V.  Grisso.  Her  memory  will 
long  be  cherished  by  those  who  knew  and  loved  her. — Mrs. 
Luther  Mawles,  Salem,  Va.,  Oct.  26. 

Walnut  Grove. — We  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Sept.  20  with 
Eld1.  S.  E.  Lewis  presiding.  Church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
were  elected,  as  well  as  four  deacons,  namely:  Brethren  Walter 
Hill,  James  Lewis,  Dan  Neely  and  Glenn  Parker.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  write  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  all  names  appearing 
on  our  record  in  order  that  we  might  know  who  wishes  to  re- 
main a  member  of  this  congregation.  We  hope  to  gain  an  inter- 
est among  the  inactive  and  nonresident  members,  so  that  we 
may  revise  our  church  record  and  relieve  a  few  active  members 
of  a  burden  caused  by  a  large  enrollment  of  inactive  and  non- 
resident members.  We  enjoyed  having  with  us  Brother  and 
Sister  G.  G.  Canfield  for  a  two  weeks'  meeting.  Bro.  Canfield's 
messages  were  helpful  to  all,  and  we  also  enjoyed  the  musical 
program  given  each  evening.  Four  were  received  into  the 
church  as  a  result  of  this  meeting.  On  Oct.  18  we  held  our 
love  feast  with  Bro.  Canfield  officiating.  We  appreciated  the  at- 
tendance of  Brother  and  Sister  Garst  and  a  group  of  young  peo- 
ple from  Blountville.— Ruth  Warden,  Taylors  Valley,  Va.,  Nov.  12. 

Washington 

Omak. — At  our  fall  council  Bro.  Luther  Shatto  was  re-elected 
elder  for  the  coming  year.  All  Sunday-school  officers  were  also 
re-elected.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  1  Bro.  Mark  Schrock  was 
with  us  in  the  interest  of  the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  His 
message  was  appreciated  and  plans  are  being  considered  whereby 
we  may  do  our  bit  in  this  service. — Mrs.  Florence  L.  Breshears, 
Omak,  Wash.,  Nov.  13. 

Wisconsin 

Stanley. — Our  week  of  revival  meetings  closed  on  Nov.  2.  Bro. 
Lewis  Hyde,  our  pastor,  preached  for  us  and  our  faith  has  been 
strengthened.  Six  were  baptized  as  a  result  of  these  meetings. 
On  Nov.  1  fifty  brethren  and  sisters  surrounded  the  Lord's  table 
in  holy  communion.  Because  of  very  rainy  weather  the  meet- 
ings were  not  as  well  attended  as  we  had  hoped.  Our  pastor 
assisted  in  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  the  Chippewa  Valley  church 
and  also  held  a  one  week's  meeting  at  each  of  the  country 
churches.  During  this  time  it  was  necessary  to  discontinue  our 
Bible  study  class,  but  we  have  now  resumed  our  study  from  First 
Samuel.  Several  of  our  Methodist  friends  are  taking  an  active 
part  in  this  study  and  every  one  enjoys  it.     The  ladies'  aid  so- 


cieties from  the  three  churches  are  planning  to  have  a  bazaar  on 
Nov.  29  to  be  held  here  in  Stanley.  There  will  also  be  a  bake 
sale  at  the  same  time.  We  have  been  quite  busy  sewing  aprons 
and  other  articles  for  this  sale.  We  also  have  some  quilt  tops 
ready. — Mrs.  Jacob  Winkler,  Stanley,  Wis.,  Nov.  7. 


The   Church   of   the   Brethren 

Formerly  Called  Dunkers 

1.  This  body  of  Christians  originated  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  church  being  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the  Pietistic  movement 
following  the  Reformation. 

2.  Firmly  accepts  and  teaches  the  fundamental  evangelical 
doctrines  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  the  personality  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  virgin  birth,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  sin-pardon- 
ing value  of  his  atonement,  his  resurrection  from  the  tomb, 
ascension  and  personal  and  visible  return,  and  resurrection  both 
of  the  just  and  unjust    (John  5:28,  29;   1   Thess.  4:13-18). 

3.  Observes  the  following  New  Testament  rites:  Baptism  of 
penitent  believers  by  trine  immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins 
(Matt.  28:19;  Acts  2:38);  feet  washing  (John  13:1-20;  1  Tim.  5: 
10);  love  feast  (Luke  22:20;  John  13:4;  1  Cor.  11:17-34;  Jude  12); 
communion  (Matt.  26:26-30);  the  Christian  salutation  (Rom.  16: 
16;  Acts  20:37);  proper  appearance  in  worship  (1  Cor.  11:2-16); 
the  anointing  for  healing  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  (James  5:13- 
18:  Mark  6:13);  laying  on  of  hands  (Acts  8:17;  19:6;  1  Tim.  4:14). 
These  rites  are  representative  of  spiritual  facts  which  obtain  in 
the  lives  of  true  believers  and  as  such  are  essential  factors  in 
the  development  of  the  Christian  life. 

4.  Emphasizes  daily  devotion  for  the  individual  and  family 
worshio  for  the  home  (Eph.  6:18-20;  Phil.  4:8,  9);  stewardship 
of  time,  talents  and  money  (Matt.  25:14-30);  taking  care  of  the 
fatherless,  widows,   poor,   sick   and  aged    (Acts  6:1-7). 

5.  Opposes  on  Scriptural  grounds:  War  and  the  taking  of  hu- 
man life  (Matt.  5:21-26,  43,  44;  Rom.  12:19-21;  Isa.  53:7-12;  vio- 
lence in  personal  and  industrial  controversey  (Matt.  7:12;  Rom. 
13:8-10);  intemperance  in  all  things  (Titus  2:2;  Gal.  5:19-26;  Eph. 
5:18);  going  to  law,  especially  against  our  Christian  brethren  (1 
Cor.  6:1-9);  divorce  and  remarriage  except  for  the  one  Scriptural 
reason  (Matt.  19:9);  every  form  of  oath  (Matt.  5:33-37;  James  5: 
12):  membership  in  secret,  oath-bound  societies  (2  Cor.  6:14-18); 
games  of  chance  and  sinful  amusements  (1  Thess.  5:22;  1  Peter 
2:11;  Rom.  12:17);  extravagant  and  immodest  dress  (1  Tim.  2:8- 
10;    1  Peter  3:1-6). 

6.  Labors  earnestly  in  harmony  with  the  Great  Commission, 
for  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  for  the  conversion  of  men  to 
Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  realization  of  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
every  believer   (Matt.  28:18-20;  Mark  16:15,  16;  2  Cor.  3:18). 

7.  Maintains  the  New  Testament  as  its  only  creed,  in  harmony 
with  which  the  above  brief  statement  is  made. 


BOCKS  m  BRETHRE N  AUTHORS 

At  Bargain  Prices      -      Make  Excellent  Christmas  Gifts 

Worth-while  books  should  be  in  your  Library.     Three  groups  of  books. 
Note  the  wonderful  savings  in  each  group. 


Group  1 — Books  previously  sold' up  to  $1.50  each,  then 
reduced  to  60  cents  or  2  for  $1.00,  now  further  re- 
duced to  any  three  for  $1.00. 

The  Boy  and  the  Man — J.  H.  Moore 

The  Conquest  of  Peace — H.  A.  Brandt 

Conquest   for   God — Minor   C.   Miller 

David's  Children — Bess  Bates 

Happy  Hours  in  the  Big  Outdoors — N.  J.  Miller 

Heroic  Lives — Minor  C.  Miller 

Life  of  R.  H.  Miller— Otho  Winger 

Practical  Sermons — I.  J.  Rosenberger 

Some  Brethren   Pathfinders — J.   H.   Moore 

Group  3 — Previously  sold  up  to  35  cents  each,  then  reduced  to  10  cents  each,  now  any  four  for  25  cents 


Group   2 — Books   previously  sold  up   to  75   cents,   then 

reduced  to  25  cents  each,  now  any  three  for  50  cents. 

Biography   and   Writings    of   James    Neff — Florence 

Neff 
The  Lord  Our  Righteousness — S.   N.   McCann 
The  Beatitudes — S.  N.  McCann 
The  Olive  Branch  of  Peace — Daniel  Hays  and  S.  F. 

Sanger,  Associate  Editors 
Some  Who  Led — D.  L.  Miller  and  Galen  B.  Royer 
Sunflower  Stories — Olive  A.  Smith 
The    Great    FirstWork    of    the    Church — Missions — 

Wilbur  B.  Stover 
The    Daily    Vacation    Church    School — C.    S.    Iken- 

berry 


Abraham,  the  Faithful — Galen  B.  Royer 
Samuel  the  Judge — Galen  B.  Royer 
The  Boy  Who  Would  Be  King— Elizabeth  D.  Rosen- 
berger 


Lost  Brothers  of  the  Alleghanies — James  A.  Sell 
Graded   Memory   Selections 
The   Praying   Tree — Brandt-Hoff 


Please  send  cash  with  order.    Some  items,  stock  limited.     So  order  today. 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,   ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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The  Touch  of  the  Master's  Hand 

The  deep  emotions  of  the  human  heart  have  been  many  times  best 
expressed  by  the  poetry  of  a  people.  The  psalmist  says,  "Out  of  the 
depths  have  I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord"  (Psa.  130:1) — and  so  have  come 
the  great  songs  and  poetry  of  Israel. 

Such  too  are  the  poems  by  Mrs.  Myra  Brooks  Welch  in  the  new  col- 
lection of  poems,  THE  TOUCH  OF  THE  MASTER'S  HAND.  Concluding 
one  of  more  than  ninety  she  says: 

"I  know  Life — 
Pain,  Laughter,  Tears 
Are  his  boon  companions 
Down  through  the  years. 
Yes,  I  know  Life!  "—Page  92. 

The  collection  begins  with  that  soul  stirring  poem,  which  has  given 
its  title  to  the  book,  THE  TOUCH  OF  THE  MASTER'S  HAND.  This  poem 
was  first  published  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  February  26,  1921.  It 
continues  to  appear  in  unexpected  places.  It  is  found  in  scrapbooks,  is 
frequently  read  from  the  pulpit  and  over  the  radio  and  reprinted  with 
or  without  credit  and  was  included  in  BEST  LOVED  POEMS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  PEOPLE. 

The  author,  Mrs.  Myra  Brooks  Welch,  is  now  living  in  California  and 
from  her  chair  watches  her  poems  go  forth,  "touching  hearts  and  moving 
minds  to  noble  resolutions  and  worthy  deeds." 

Read  what  they  say  about  her  book: 

"Within  the  covers  of  this  intensely  religious  and 
inspiring  little  volume  are  poems  which  run  the  en- 
tire gamut  of  human  emotions.  Its  songs  of  home 
and  love,  sunshine  and  stars,  laughter  and  tears, 
faith  and  hope  are  a  timely  antidote  to  the  cynicism 
and  despair  of  our  dark  days." — L.  Avery  Fleming. 

"Mrs.  Welch  has  given  us  a  book  of  lyrical  verse 
that  speaks  to  us  as  soul  speaks  to  soul  and  heart  to 
heart.  Out  of  her  love  of  life  and  her  varied  experi- 
ences with  it  she  says  what  most  of  us  feel  and 
would  like  to  say,  but  cannot." — Ora  W.  Garber. 

"From  the  pen  of  Myra  Brooks  Welch  come 
words  of  beauty  and  courage  that  lift  the  soul.  She 
interprets  life  and  experience  in  the  spirit  not  only 
of  a  poet  but  of  a  Christian.     Whether  one  spends 

little  time  or  much  with  her  poems,  he  comes  away  refreshed  and  heartened." — E.  G. 

Hoff. 

"As  I  read  these  poems  I  forgot  my  work  and  read  to  the  end.  Mrs.  Welch  sees  the 
beauties  of  nature  and  the  best  in  man,  and  brings  God  near.  She  has  a  mind  that 
thinks  clearly,  a  heart  that  feels  deeply  and  a  message  that  stirs  the  soul." — J.  E.  Miller. 

With  artistic  color  jacket,  the  book  makes  a  valuable  gift  for  a  friend. 
110  pages.    $1.00  postpaid.    Order  now  for  Christmas. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  ELGIN,  ILLINOIS 
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In  Ireland  householders  are  now 
limited  in  their  purchases  of  coal  to 
one  quarter  ton  per  month. 

The  debt  of  the  United  States 
treasury,  it  was  recently  announced, 
has  gone  over  $54,000,000,000. 

Enlistments  in  the  United  States 
army  are  now  at  the  rate  of  about 
900  per  day.  The  term  of  enlistment 
is  three  years. 

A  part  of  the  Catacombs,  where 
early  Christians  took  refuge  in  Rome 
from  persecution,  has  been  converted 
into  an  air-raid  shelter. 

A  new  state  law  in  Texas  makes 
outdoor  signs  for  beer  advertising  il- 
legal. An  obnoxious  blight  on  the 
Texas  scene  and  a  traffic  hazard  are 
thus  removed. 

One  thousand  Bibles  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Pennsylvania  Indus- 
trial School  for  Boys  at  White  Hill, 
Pa.,  by  the  International  Gideon 
Bible  Association. 

A  statement  from  the  Juvenile 
Protective  Association  of  Chicago 
says  that  after  seven  years  of  repeal 
more  minors  are  obtaining  liquor  in 
Chicago  taverns  than  ever  before. 

Householders      in      England      are 

strictly  rationed  with  respect  to  coal. 
The  maximum  permissible  purchase 
in  any  one  month  is  one  ton,  and 
there  is  no  assurance  that  even  the 
one  ton  may  be  obtained. 

The  religious  foundations  of  Islam 
are  disintegrating,  according  to  a  re- 
port to  the  World  Council  of  Church- 
es in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  A  sur- 
vey for  the  World  Council  of  re- 
ligious conditions  in  the  Near  East 
has  been  made  by  Dr.  Samuel  M. 
Zwemer,  editor  of  the  Moslem 
World. 


A  new  form  of  X-ray  photography, 
which  will  have  far-reaching  effects 
on  the  health  of  the  nation  after  the 
war,  is  one  of  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  medical  research  in  Great 
Britain.  Its  importance  is  speed  for 
mass  radiography. 

The  Alabama  Methodist  confer- 
ence has  approved  a  resolution  pro- 
viding a  $5,000  life  insurance  policy 
for  every  active  member.  The  reso- 
lution indicated  "the  need  of  mak- 
ing some  provision  for  the  immedi- 
ate needs  of  the  families  of  our 
preachers  who  die  has  always  been 
recognized  among  us." 

The    Douglas    Aircraft     Company 

recognizes  the  spiritual  needs  of  its 
30,000  employees  by  employing  in  its 
welfare  department  the  Rev.  Peter 
Wall,  pastor  of  the  local  community 
church.  Serving  as  an  investigator, 
Mr.  Wall  is  permitted  to  give  spir- 
itual help  whenever  he  deems  it  ad- 
visable. 


The  religious  theme  will  be 
stressed  in  the  floats  in  the  annual 
Christmas  parade  in  a  number  of 
areas  this  year.  The  grotesque 
floats  of  past  years  have  lost  their 
appeal  to  certain  persons  responsi- 
ble for  the  annual  Christmas  pa- 
rades sponsored  by  merchants'  asso- 
ciations. 

A  new  approach  to  the  question  of 
instruction  in  morals  in  the  public 
schools  is  being  made  by  the  Louis- 
ville (Ky.)  Council  of  Churches.  The 
plan  calls  for  the  regular  teacher  in 
each  class  to  read  a  section  of  the 
Bible  and  follow  it  with  a  commen- 
tary prepared  by  an  interdenomina- 
tional committee  composed  of  Prot- 
estants, Catholics  and  Jews. 

Of  forty-two  million  women  in  the 

United  States  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  sixty,  about  one  million 
have  been  through  college;  1,700,000 
men  of  the  same  ages  are  college 
graduates.  Fifty  per  cent  of  the 
women  never  get  beyond  grammar 
school;  twenty-five  per  cent  grad- 
uate from  high  school;  ten  per  cent 
do  not  get  through  grammar  school. 

The  American  peace  plow,  fash- 
ioned from  the  swords  of  Civil  War 
soldiers,  was  delivered  to  Franklin 
Institute,  Philadelphia,  recently  for 
safekeeping  until  the  war  ends. 
Made  in  Philadelphia,  the  plow  was 
exhibited  at  the  exposition  in  1876, 
at  the  Paris  exposition  in  1878  and 
eventually  presented  to  the  city  of 
Geneva.  A  League  of  Nations  repre- 
sentative brought  it  to  America  re- 
cently. 


A  RECENT  COMMENT  ON  A  PROBLEM  OF  GREAT  IMPORTANCE 

At  the  recent  eighty-seventh  annual  convention  of  the  New  Jersey 
Education  Association,  Prof.  Paul  H.  Vieth,  addressing  6,000  teachers, 
said:  "The  modern  school  derives  its  curriculum  from  the  social  com- 
munity and'  reflects  the  values  and  activities  which  the  community 
holds  significant;  why  should  it  not,  then,  include  religion?"  He  made 
several  suggestions  as  to  how  this  might  be  accomplished  without 
"endless  sectarian  strife."  These  included  teaching  the  basic  ele- 
mentary truths  which  all  religions  have  in  common,  teaching  religion 
in  the  same  way  as  other  subjects  by  exposing  the  children  to  all 
points  of  view,  teaching  religion  in  the  spirit  of  science  and  by  critical 
method,  including  religious  institutions  in  social  studies  and  the  English 
Bible  among  the  literary  classics,  and  teaching  religion  on  a  non- 
sectarian  basis  but  under  the  supervision  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
churches.  "This  frees  the  school  itself  from  the  hazards  of  religious 
controversy.  It  carries  further  the  idea  of  the  week-day  church  school 
to  require  the  several  faiths  to  agree  on  a  common  curriculum  and 
corps  of  teachers  acceptable  to  each.  To  my  knowledge  this  plan  has 
not  been  tried,  but  it  has  been  seriously  proposed  and  considered  ioi 
the  schools  of  New  Haven." 
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Looking  for  the  Dividing  Line 

One  of  the  queerest  quirks  of  logic  so-called 
that  we  have  encountered  for  a  long  time  is  the 
conclusion  that,  if  you  concede  the  righteousness 
of  physical  force  in  any  circumstances,  you  are 
bound  to  admit  its  righteousness  as  used  in  war. 
We  do  not  see  it  so.  Corporal  punishment  can  be 
justified  without  conceding  that  all  kinds  of  in- 
human cruelties  are  justified.  The  case  against 
war  is  not  that  it  uses  physical  violence  but  that 
it  uses  this  without  any  limit  whatsoever,  utterly 
uncontrolled. 

What  if  we  cannot  tell  exactly  where  the  line  is 
which  divides  the  right  use  of  force  from  the 
wrong?  We  can  deal  with  our  practical  problems 
without  knowing  that.  We  can  be  quite  sure  that 
this  line  runs  somewhere  between  spanking  one's 
child  and  killing  millions  of  innocent  people.  Per- 
haps we  can  get  a  little  closer  than  this  sometime 
but  this  is  close  enough  for  the  present  emergency. 
The  way  to  advance  in  knowledge  of  the  truth  is 
to  walk  in  the  light  of  what  truth  we  have.    e.  f. 

Both  Sides  Can  Be  Wrong 

A  little  thoughtlessness  on  both  sides  com- 
bined with  equal  parts  of  misunderstanding  and 
perhaps  a  small  amount  of  unreasonableness  can 
produce  quite  a  state  of  exasperation.  The  morn- 
ing mail  showed  that.  The  tone  of  our  corre- 
spondent's letter  indicated  a  temperature  well 
above  normal.  It  was  in  fact  quite  warm  and  the 
warmth  which  radiated  from  it  was  something 
other  than  that  of  deep  affection. 

A  careful  consideration  of  all  the  facts  showed 
that  the  letter  writer  had  some  ground  for  her 
complaint.  It  showed  also  that  if  she  had  given 
careful  consideration  to  all  the  facts  she  would 
have  discovered  that  we  too  had  some  ground  for 
complaint.    It  showed  further  that  if  the  two  par- 


ties to  this  unpleasantness  had  both  done  this  at 
the  same  time  they  would  almost  certainly  have 
met  at  the  halfway  house,  each  armed  with  an 
apology  and  a  prayer  for  forgiveness. 

How  rare  is  that  humility  and  hunger  for  truth 
which  seeks  all  the  facts  in  a  dispute.  How  diffi- 
cult to  say:  "I  was  wrong."  How  hardly  shall 
they  that  have  pride  of  opinion  (and  who  has 
not?)  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.        e.  f. 

The  Sermon 

The  Christian  church  adopted  the  sermon  as  its 
method  of  public  instruction.  It  is  wedded  to  the 
sermon  and  refuses  to  part  from  it.  From  the  day 
of  Pentecost  to  the  present  the  sermon  has  had  its 
place  in  the  public  assembly.  To  such  an  extent  is 
this  the  case  that  many  pastors  are  selected  largely 
because  of  their  ability  to  preach  strong  sermons, 
regardless  of  their  shortcomings  in  other  lines. 

What  then  is  the  sermon  and  what  are  its  aims? 
Consider  these  three  words:  essay,  lecture,  ser- 
mon— words  that  are  somewhat  related. 

Etymologically  the  essay  has  back  of  it  the  idea 
of  weighing;  lecture  suggests  reading;  sermon 
takes  us  back  to  the  thought  of  speaking.  But  all 
three  have  departed  somewhat  from  their  original 
meaning. 

To  me  the  essay  is  a  brief  and  informal  treat- 
ment of  a  subject.  The  lecture  is  a  formal  and 
methodical  presentation  aiming  to  give  informa- 
tion and  instruction.  The  sermon  contains  these 
same  elements  but  differs  from  both  materially. 
Consider  the  sermon  further. 

The  sermon  has  a  Biblical  basis,  is  founded  on 
some  portion  of  Scripture,  usually  known  as  the 
text,  and  is  delivered  direct  to  the  assembly  by  a 
clergyman.  Having  said  this  much,  I  realize  that 
often  it  is  rather  difficult  to  determine  whether 
the  sermon  is  a  sermon,  an  essay  or  a  lecture.  The 
sermon  I  like  best  begins  with  a  text,  expounds  the 
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text,  has  a  definite  end  in  view,  goes  direct  to- 
wards that  end  and  stops  when  it  arrives.  I  like 
the  sermon  that  is  informing,  that  is  heart  search- 
ing, that  grows  out  of  the  minister's  own  ex- 
perience, that  is  so  profound  as  to  quicken  the 
keenest  intellect,  and  so  simple  that  the  most  un- 
learned can  grasp  it,  that  is  so  lit  up  by  striking 
illustrations  that  it  stays  stuck  and  so  convincing 
that  it  calls  for  decision  and  action  on  the  part  of 
the  hearer.  I  like  the  sermon  that  makes  me  dis- 
satisfied with  myself  and  drives  me  to  do  some- 
thing about  it.  In  short,  I  like  a  sermon  that  is 
glowing  because  it  has  been  warmed  by  the  min- 
ister's heart  and  for  that  reason  touches  my  own 
heart. 

Yes,  the  sermon  should  aim  at  decision.  Public 
worship  is  for  those  who  already  are  Christians 
and  for  those  who  should  be  but  are  not.  D.  E. 
Price  once  told  J.  G.  Royer:  "Bro.  John,  I  have 
only  one  objection  to  your  preaching.  You  give 
too  many  invitations."  "And  my  objection  to  your 
preaching,  Bro.  David,  is  that  you  never  give  any 
invitation,"  was  Bro.  Royer's  reply.  "You  sow  but 
never  cast  in  the  sickle.  I  sow  and  expect  a  har- 
vest." You  may  judge  which  one  followed  the 
better  course.  The  Sunday  night  before  the  great 
fire  in  Chicago  Moody  closed  his  meeting,  asking 
his  hearers  to  consider  the  message,  to  come  back 
the  next  Sunday  night  and  make  their  decision. 
Before  that  next  Sunday  night  Chicago  was  in 
ashes  and  no  one  returned  to  that  place  of  wor- 
ship for  it  had  been  destroyed.  After  that  he  al- 
ways asked  for  an  immediate  decision  for  Christ. 
For  Moody  preaching  was  presenting  the  claims 
of  Christ  for  immediate  acceptance. 

One  of  our  great  preachers  was  James  Quinter, 
editor  of  church  publications  for  thirty-two  years. 
His  last  editorial  appeared  in  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger of  June  19,  1888,  page  377.  This  editorial 
covered  nearly  one  page  and  dealt  with  six  items, 
the  shortest  of  which  follows  in  full: 

"Sermons  are  mere  essays,  or  lectures  of  the 
intellectual  powers  until  they  are  heated  in  the 
fire  of  a  warm  and  devout  heart.  Ideas  become 
living  when  they  are  the  offspring  of  a  heart  that 
is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  and  responsibility 
of  an  ambassador  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  sent  to 
reconcile  sinners  to  God."  J.  e.  m. 

Making  Old  Truth  New 

One  of  the  greatest  preachers  and  writers  in  the 
whole  history  of  the  Christian  church  was  not 
ashamed  to  keep  saying  the  same  things  over  and 
over.  It  did  not  bother  him,  he  said,  and  it  was 
good  for  his  people,  or  at  least  harmless.  "Safe" 
was  the  word  he  used  (Phil.  3:1). 


Really,  brethren,  there  isn't  anything  more  to 
say  that  has  not  been  said  many,  many  times.  We 
are  always  justified  in  saying  it  again,  however, 
because  people  forget  so  easily  and  because  it  is 
the  truth  which  alone  will  make  them  free. 

A  redeeming  feature  is  that  life  is  constantly 
turning  up  fresh  illustrations  of  the  old  truths. 
We  should  be  alert  to  lay  hold  of  them  and  thus 
give  the  old  lesson  a  new  lift.  Old  sermons  can 
be  revamped  so  they  will  take  on  new  interest. 

We  may  have  only  the  same  old  thing  to  say  but 
there  is  always  another  way  to  say  it.  e.  f. 

The  Minds  of  Our  Children 

"Just  any  number  of  children  have  read  Gone 
With  the  Wind,"  said  the  librarian  at  the  desk  in 
the  children's  reading  room.  The  questioner,  con- 
scious of  four  walls  lined  with  thousands  of  books 
especially  written  for  children,  wondered  how 
their  reading  could  take  such  a  turn. 

To  this  the  librarian  made  reply:  "The  chil- 
dren hear  their  parents  or  older  members  of  the 
family  talking  about  current  books;  they  see  them 
in  pictures  or  read  notices  in  the  papers;  they  hear 
them  reviewed  or  dramatized  over  the  radio;  they 
find  the  books  adults  are  reading  lying  about  the 
home,  and  so  in  one  way  or  another  children  come 
to  read  the  books  written  for  older  folks." 

This  brought  to  one  father's  memory  how  a  son 
of  twelve  devoured  the  books  of  Zane  Grey,  al- 
most ruining  his  eyes  in  the  bargain.  And  that 
father  also  recalled  the  nightly  grilling  he  has 
been  meeting  at  the  hands  of  an  inquisitive  daugh- 
ter of  eight.  More  than  once  he  has  been  glad  he 
began  reading  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  when 
a  boy.  Now  he  has  something  to  say  when  the 
youngest  child  calls  for  special  information. 

What,  then,  shall  one  say  of  the  minds  of  our 
children?  It  seems  to  one  father  of  four  that  the 
principal  deficiency  of  the  child  mind  is  not  in  the 
matter  of  quality,  but  in  the  matter  of  grist  to 
work  upon.  The  child  is  deficient  in  experience 
and  the  materials  derived  through  reading,  con- 
tacts, and  formal  education.  As  to  strength  and 
attitudes  the  child  mind  is  more  open,  more  eager, 
quite  as  intuitive  and  logical  as  that  of  the  tired 
adult. 

The  significance  of  this  from  an  educational 
standpoint  is  that  children  can  grasp  much  more 
than  childless  experts  seem  to  give  them  credit 
for.  The  librarian  said  that  from  the  fifth  grade 
up,  children  ask  for  the  books  adults  are  reading. 
And  why  not?  Half  the  adult  population,  accord- 
ing to  those  who  pester  us  with  mental  tests,  are 
just  children  in  grownups'  clothes.  H.  a.  b. 
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PnoJdeml  and  ^lettdl 

BY  PAUL  H.   BOWMAN 

Excerpts   From   an   Address   Before   the   Council   of   Boards    on 
October  31,  1941 

The  Council  of  Boards  grew  out  of  an  action  of 
the  Annual  Conference  of  1928.  That  action  dis- 
continued the  Council  of  Promotion  and  trans- 
ferred its  function  to  the  General  Boards  of  the 
church.  These  boards  began  functioning  in  joint 
session  on  Sept.  25th  of  that  same  year.  The  or- 
ganization which  resulted  has  since  been  called 
the  Council  of  Boards.  The  minutes  of  the  council 
provide  very  stimulating  reading.  They  indicate 
that  the  council  has  functioned  in  a  large  way  in 
the  life  of  the  church.  Many  problems  have  from 
time  to  time  been  referred  to  it  both  by  the  boards 
and  the  Annual  Conference  itself.  The  council  has 
grown  into  the  confidence  of  the  church  and  has 
performed  a  larger  function  than  was  originally 
anticipated. 

The  council  has  gradually  moved  into  the  posi- 
tion of  co-ordinator  among  our  general  boards  and 
permanent  committees.  It  has  been  much  con- 
cerned with  the  total  program  of  the  church — 
missions,  religious  education,  evangelism,  the  min- 
istry, our  colleges,  the  seminary,  peace,  temper- 
ance, relief,  publications,  the  budget  and  numerous 
other  phases  of  church  life. 

The  council  will  likely  represent  the  church 
more  and  more  in  the  area  of  policy,  objectives, 
strategy  and  promotion.  It  will  more  and  more 
discover  significant  trends  both  within  the  church 
itself  and  in  the  world  at  large  and  will  offer  coun- 
sel and  guidance  in  developing  service  programs 
and  agencies  to  meet  those  emerging  needs  of  the 
world  which  are  of  concern  to  the  Brethren. 

There  are  at  this  moment  issues  and  problems 
confronting  the  church  to  which  the  council  should 
bring  its  ablest  statesmanship.    Among  these  are: 

1.  The  Rural  Problem 

Large  numbers  of  our  youth  are  losing  faith  in 
the  soil  as  a  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  and  for 
securing  cultural  advantages  for  home  and  family. 
Good  farms  and  old  Brethren  homesteads  are  mov- 
ing out  of  Brethren  hands  in  many  of  our  rural 
communities.  Along  with  that  movement  the  eco- 
nomic base  of  many  of  our  rural  churches  is  being 
swept  away.  When  the  rural  church  is  gone  spir- 
itual succor  for  rural  people  is  gone.  If  there  is  a 
people  on  earth  who  ought  to  do  something  with 
the  rural  problem  it  is  the  Brethren.  We  have  had 
a  peculiar  genius  for  building  rural  homes  and 
maintaining  fertile  and  productive  farms.  The 
Brethren  are  in  position  to  make  a  lasting  contri- 
bution to  the  nation  and  to  posterity  by  developing 


a  constructive  program  for  the  rural  community. 
It  is  an  area  of  service  into  which  we  should  move 
with  promptness  and  vigor. 

2.  The  Voluntary  Ministry 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren  had  at  one  time  a 
ministry  which  was  almost  exclusively  a  church 
chosen  ministry.  Volunteers  were  rare.  The  Con- 
ference finally  opened  the  way  for  young  men  to 
offer  themselves  for  ministerial  service.  That  was  a 
wise  provision  but  it  did  not  anticipate  the  termi- 
nation of  the  election  system  which  had  prevailed 
so  long.  The  church  is  now  relying  almost  exclu- 
sively on  the  voluntary  system  and  few  young  men 
who  offer  themselves  for  the  ministry  are  rejected. 
If  we  are  to  avoid  mediocrity  in  the  ministry  of 
the  church  we  shall  have  to  develop  some  system 
which  we  do  not  now  have  for  appraising  the  ca- 
pacity and  qualifications  of  candidates.  There  are 
no  educational  or  intellectual  hurdles  which  candi- 
dates must  cross.  We  make  almost  no  attempt  to 
measure  their  attitudes  or  religious  beliefs.  Their 
abilities,  aptitudes  and  even  character  qualifica- 
tions are  appraised  in  a  superficial  manner.  As  a 
result  the  church  is  paying  a  heavy  price  in  min- 
isterial tragedy.  Our  elections  are  too  often  a  mere 
formality  and  our  installations  lack  significance. 
The  church  council  merely  rubber-stamps  the  am- 
bitions of  the  candidate  without  any  serious  in- 
quiry into  his  promise  of  religious  leadership.  This 
trend  in  our  church  life  calls  for  careful  study, 
wisdom,  and  guidance. 

3.  The  Brethren  Philosophy  of  Worship 

The  genius  of  the  Brethren  people  has  demanded 
a  form  of  worship  which  is  informal.  Our  relig- 
ious services  have  offered  a  warmth  of  fellowship 
and  a  freedom  of  social  expression  which  are  per- 
haps unique.  Musical  instruments,  choirs,  choral 
responses,  altars  and  even  works  of  art  have  not 
been  a  part  of  our  heritage. 

We  are  now  in  a  period  of  transition  which 
promises  to  change  and  modify  our  philosophy  of 
worship.  We  should  at  least  advance  with  our 
eyes  open.  Divided  pulpits  imply  an  altar  and  a 
crucifix  and  a  corresponding  ordering  of  ourselves 
in  the  church  and  in  worship.  Great  organs, 
vested  choirs,  responses,  processions  and  recessions 
scarcely  fit  into  our  free  and  informal  forms  of 
worship.  We  should  face  this  issue:  can  the  Breth- 
ren embody  these  ritualistic  features  into  worship 
programs  and  still  retain  the  warmth  and  social 
satisfactions  which  have  characterized  our  church 
services?  Shall  we  become  formal  in  our  worship, 
perhaps  cold  and  ritualistic,  and  maybe  move  away 
from  the  spiritual  needs  of  common  people? 

4.  The  Peril  of  Externalism 

There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  disposition  to 
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bolster  up  our  spiritual  life  from  the  outside. 
When  the  spiritual  life  of  the  church  is  at  low  tide, 
when  the  program  of  service  in  the  community 
lags,  and  when  there  is  clearly  something  wrong 
the  common  reaction  is  to  get  a  new  pastor,  in- 
stall new  pews,  remodel  the  church,  install  a  pipe 
organ  or  otherwise  improve  our  physical  equip- 
ment. All  of  these  things  have  a  rightful  place  and 
function  in  the  life  of  the  church,  but  they  present 
a  "peril  of  externalism"  against  which  there  is 
need  of  safeguards.  There  is  no  substitute  in  the 
life  of  the  church  for  a  contrite  heart,  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice  and  righteousness  of  life.  Sweet  toned 
musical  instruments,  massive  church  pews,  beauti- 
ful windows  and  masterpieces  of  art  are  no  more 
in  the  favor  of  God  than  are  the  "burnt  offerings 
of  rams"  and  the  "blood  of  bullocks"  if  the  hearts 
of  the  people  are  far  from  their  God. 

These  four  trends  are  offered  as  examples  of 
problems  which  should  occupy  the  thought  of  the 
leadership  of  the  church.  The  Council  of  Boards 
and  its  constituent  bodies  face  large  responsibil- 
ities. 

Bridgewater  College. 


Shall  the  Churches  Present  Arms? 

BY   DEWITT    L.    MILLER 

A  Recent  Sermon — First  of  Three  Installments 

Tonight  I  want  to  have  a  heart-to-heart  talk 
with  you  about  a  matter  upon  which  I  may  soon 
have  to  be  publicly  silent  for  some  time  to  come. 

Let  me  read  some  words  of  Jesus  from  St.  Luke 
6:27  and  28.  "I  say  unto  you,  .  .  .  Love  your  ene- 
mies, do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  bless  them 
that  curse  you,  pray  for  them  that  despitefully  use 
you." 

Is  it  fair  to  say  that  Jesus  either  knew  what  he 
was  talking  about  or  else  he  didn't?  It  seems  to 
me  that  either  his  words  are  true  or  else  they  are 
false.  If  he  is  right,  then  war  is  wrong  and  there 
must  be  some  way  other  than  the  way  of  Mars  to 
solve  the  pressing  problem  of  our  world  today. 

All  through  our  history  as  a  church  (although 
some  individuals  and  some  congregations  have 
thought  and  acted  contrariwise),  we  have  taken 
our  stand  with  Jesus.  We  have  said,  "If  he  is 
right,  we  can  have  no  part  in  war."  That  is  our 
heritage.  That  is  our  present  stand.  While  we 
have  those  among  us  who  do  not  share  this  point 
of  view,  and  while  we  do  not  excommunicate  them 
for  their  difference,  they  are  not  in  full  harmony 
with  the  official  stand  and  belief  of  the  church. 

This  stand  has  brought  us  face  to  face  with  the 
charge  that  ours  is  a  negative  and  not  a  positive 
stand;  that  it  is  cowardly  and  passive.    That  charge 


we  deny.  We  deny  it  on  several  counts.  (1)  We 
contend  that  it  is  war  that  is  destructive  and  that 
it  is  peace  that  is  constructive;  that  war  tears  down 
and  that  peace  builds.  (2)  We  have  demonstrated 
through  our  peace  and  relief  program,  to  which  we 
give  sacrificially  and  through  which  our  boys  of 
draft  age  give  a  year  of  their  lives  without  pay 
in  camps  supported  by  the  church,  our  interest  and 
belief  in  constructive  and  worth-while  effort.  (3) 
We  are  endeavoring  through  the  lives  of  our  mem- 
bers, through  our  churches,  and  through  our  Breth- 
ren service  program  to  demonstrate  the  power  of 
good  will  and  positive  goodness.  (4)  We  are  seek- 
ing to  discover  through  study  and  experiment  a 
peaceful  method  of  settling  national  differences, 
a  way  that  is  in  harmony  with  the  life,  the  teach- 
ings, and  the  spirit  of  Jesus.  This  we  maintain  is 
neither  negative,  nor  cowardly,  nor  passive. 

We  have  also  been  charged  with  being  unpatriot- 
ic and  unwilling  to  defend  the  "liberties"  so  much 
talked  about  today.  It  has  been  said  that  in  our 
refusal  to  co-operate  with  the  preparation  for  war 
and  to  participate  in  it  when  it  comes  that  we  are 
"slackers"  and  un-American.  This  charge  we 
also  emphatically  deny.  (1)  We  do  not  believe 
that  America  or  the  American  way  can  ever  be 
successfully  defended  or  maintained  for  very  long 
by  methods  that  are  out  of  harmony  with  the  eter- 
nal, unshakeable  and  everlasting  truth  set  forth 
by  Jesus.  (2)  We  believe  that  the  highest  patriot- 
ism, the  truest  defense,  the  surest  protection,  and 
the  greatest  assurance  of  permanence  for  that 
which  we  cherish  as  the  best  in  the  American  way 
of  life,  is  to  live  and  to  promote  the  ideals  and 
principles  of  Jesus — ideals  and  principles  which 
outlived  the  enemies  of  his  day  and  which  we 
profoundly  believe  will  outlive  his  enemies  in 
every  day  and  age.  (3)  By  our  willingness  to  sup- 
port with  money  and  life  a  program  of  humani- 
tarian relief  and  reconstruction  we  believe  we 
are  contributing  more  toward  the  actual  securing, 
protecting  and  promoting  of  the  highest  ideals  of 
freedom,  democracy  and  religion  than  do  those 
groups  which  propose  methods  which  disrupt  the 
normal  program  of  our  national  and  international 
life  and  divert  resources  into  channels  of  destruc- 
tion, to  say  nothing  of  limiting  the  "freedoms" 
which  they  pretend  to  love,  cherish,  promote  and 
protect. 

This  stand  is  made  more  difficult  because  so  few 
religious  groups  share  it  with  us.  The  Friends, 
the  Mennonites  and  the  Brethren  stand  almost 
alone.  There  are  outstanding  exceptions  such  as 
E.  Stanley  Jones,  Albert  Edward  Day,  Ernest 
Freemont  Tittle,  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  Edwin 
McNeil  Poteat,  Jr.,  Albert  W.  Palmer  and  a  host  of 
others.     It  is  the  testimony  of  history,  however, 
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that  most  churches  and  most  ministers  make  of 
war  a  holy  crusade.  They  fall  in  line  with  the 
government  and  contribute  to  a  type  of  thinking 
that  is  confusing,  even  if  everyone  would  not 
agree  that  it  is  anti-Christian.  That  was  certainly 
true  during  the  World  War  of  1914-18.  Professor 
Ray  Abrams  in  his  book,  Preachers  Present  Arms, 
presents  the  most  uncomplimentary  record  of  min- 
isters and  churches  during  that  period.  Reading 
his  book  a  person  does  not  wonder  why  something 
like  this  was  said  in  1917-18,  "If  the  soldier  boys 
do  not  win  the  war  the  preachers  back  home  will." 
Meyersdale,  Pa. 


Education  for  Such  a  Time  as  This 

BY  A.  C.  BAUGHER 

Excerpts    From   the    Convocation    Address    by    the    President    of 
Elizabethtown  College  as  reported  by  Martha  Martin 

We  have  come  to  recognize  material  change  as 
synonymous  with  progress. 

During  the  past  year  large  areas  of  the  world 
were  bombed.  On  the  island  of  Crete  men,  women 
and  children  rushed  back  into  the  caves  in  order 
to  escape  the  devastating  bombs.  Centuries  ago 
their  primitive  ancestors  lived  in  these  same  caves, 
and  fled  to  them  for  safety  from  unfriendly  prim- 
itive tribes  and  wild  beasts.  There  is  biting  irony 
in  such  attempted  flights  from  civilization — mod- 
ern man  hiding  in  the  primitive  home  of  the  cave- 
man! 

In  the  field  of  travel  we  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  think  of  progress  in  terms  of  the  number 
of  miles  per  hour.  Just  as  though  there  were  real 
and  abiding  virtue  in  traveling  on  rubber  instead 
of  on  steel,  and  one  hundred  miles  per  hour  rather 
than  only  sixty  miles  per  hour.  Fundamentally, 
there  is  no  spiritual  gain  whether  we  travel  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  on  train,  by  automobile  or  in 
airplane. 

What  real  value  is  it  to  us  even  though  we  can 
travel  at  the  rate  of  six  hundred  miles  per  hour, 
like  a  modern  Spitfire  or  a  Hurricane  bomber,  if 
we  travel  only  to  carry  tons  of  high  explosives  to 
drop  upon  an  innocent  and  sleeping  city? 

Again,  we  have  followed  an  educational  philos- 
ophy which  holds  that  all  our  knowledge  comes 
through  our  five  senses.  It  is  probably  true  that 
our  conscious  learning,  and  our  directed  efforts  are 
based  upon  sensations  called  hearing,  seeing,  tast- 
ting,  smelling  and  feeling.  But  what  teacher  or 
preacher  is  there  who  has  not  felt  illumination  and 
inspiration   flowing   in,    even   while    teaching   or 


preaching?  Much  of  the  world's  best  literature, 
music,  art  and  scientific  discovery  has  come 
through  inspiration  or  a  "hunch,"  quite  apart  from 
our  five  senses.  A  great  man  of  our  own  day  has 
recently  said: 

"No  folly  of  religion,  therefore,  could  be  more 
ruinous  than  to  endeavor  to  jam  itself  within  the 
categories  and  vocabulary  of  contemporary  sci- 
ence; .  .  .  that  deep  within  us  are  spiritual  re- 
sources like  wells;  .  .  .  that  behind  the  race  is  an 
Eternal  Purpose,  like  the  hills  from  which  our  help 
comes,  and  ahead  of  us  hope  like  a  sun  forever  ris- 
ing and  never  going  down." 

Again,  if  knowledge  comes  only  through  the  five 
senses,  then  whence  comes  the  inspiration  of  the 
Bible?  Without  a  doubt  we  have  yet  to  learn 
the  true  effect  of  mind  playing  upon  mind,  and 
the  effect  of  quiet  meditation,  prayer  and  fasting. 
Mahatma  Gandhi's  fastings  have  moved  the  peo- 
ple of  India  and  caused  the  British  Empire  to 
change  her  Acts  of  Parliament. 

American  higher  education  for  more  than  a 
century  warmly  debated  the  question  of  cultural 
and  liberal  versus  practical  and  vocational  edu- 
cation. On  the  one  hand  were  those  who  held 
that  certain  subjects  studied  in  college  lead  to  cul- 
ture, while  on  the  other  hand  it  was  the  conten- 
tion of  others  that  education  should  be  interested 
primarily  in  vocational  efficiency. 

To  most  of  us  the  meaning  of  the  term  culture 
is  vague.  There  is  very  little  justification  to  think 
that  the  studying  of  certain  subjects  will  produce 
culture  while  certain  others  fail  to  do  so.  Funda- 
mentally there  is  no  difference  between  the  so- 
called  liberal  and  vocational  subjects. 

The  acid  test  of  culture  is  not  whether  one  has 
studied  chemistry,  languages,  literature,  music,  art 
or  mechanical  drawing.  The  real  test  of  culture 
rests  on  a  much  firmer  foundation.  It  rests  upon 
character.  Personal  qualities  of  sincerity,  hon- 
esty and  purity  are  the  real  criteria  of  culture. 

All  of  us  know  persons  who  have  never  com- 
pleted a  course  in  high  school,  nor  earned  a  single 
credit  in  college.  They  have  never  seen  a  motion 
picture  nor  heard  a  radio.  They  have  never  struck 
a  single  key  on  either  the  piano  or  typewriter. 
They  have  never  delivered  an  oration,  preached  a 
sermon,  painted  a  picture  or  seen  their  name  in 
print.  They  have  never  been  in  an  art  gallery  nor 
had  a  vacation  at  the  seashore,  and  yet  they  pos- 
sess real  culture. 

True  culture  is  a  subtle  art  and  cannot  be  gotten 
from  textbooks  or  the  laboratory.  High  standards 
of  moral  and  intellectual  honesty  are  a  better  mark 
of  culture  than  all  the  formal  education  obtainable. 
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Insofar  as  education  is  concerned,  we  cannot 
really  differentiate  between  liberal  and  vocational 
education.  In  the  final  analysis,  the  study  for  law, 
journalism,  medicine  and  the  ministry  is  as  much 
vocational  as  is  electrical  engineering  or  industrial 
arts.  The  study  of  typewriting  is  equally  as  hon- 
orable as  is  the  study  of  Latin.  All  honorable  hu- 
man concerns  have  in  them  the  elements  which  if 
honestly  and  sincerely  faced  will  be  productive 
of  those  values  which  we  term  culture. 

The  gravity  of  our  present  emergency  will  with- 
out doubt  compel  us  to  clarify  our  aims  of  educa- 
tion. 

We  are  living  in  a  very  sobering  period  of  world 
history.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  United 
States  government  has  called  young  men  between 
the  ages  of  21  and  28  to  assume  a  major  role  in  de- 
fending our  democracy.  In  a  large  way  the  future 
of  this  present  civilization  rests  with  the  youth  of 
today. 

You  who  are  here  in  college,  and  a  million  oth- 
ers like  you  in  colleges  elsewhere,  are  a  highly 
favored  group.  While  you  are  here  in  relative 
comfort  and  ease  more  than  a  million  young  men 
are  undergoing  the  severity  of  military  training. 
It  does  not  behoove  any  of  us  to  become  soft  and 
thoughtless  of  the  sacrifices  which  are  being  made 
by  them  and  their  families.  The  sternness  of  the 
life  in  the  army  or  the  navy  will,  without  doubt, 
register  in  the  life  of  all  civilians  during  the  com- 
ing winter.  I  trust  that  our  education  this  year 
may  not  be  unmindful  of  our  high  privilege. 

This  student  generation  has  momentous  deci- 
sions to  make.  You  should  guard  your  choices  by 
reason,  and  your  conduct  by  the  unfailing  Word  of 
Wisdom.  The  Word  will  be  "a  lamp  unto  your 
feet  and  a  light  to  your  pathway." 

Returning  to  the  original  purpose  of  the  church 
related  college — namely,  to  educate  its  ministers — 
then  certainly  our  colleges  have  a  heavy  respon- 
sibility. What  can  college  teachers  say  to  the  com- 
ing leaders  of  the  church  that  will  help  them  to 
become  literate  and  capable  to  deal  with  a  world  in 
chaos. 

Education  for  such  a  leadership  calls  for: 

(a)  A  recognition  of  the  deep-seated  ills  of  man- 
kind, and  the  conviction  that  the  remedy  for  sin 
lies  alone  in  the  saving  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

(b)  A  conviction  that  the  church  is  the  only 
agency  which  can  redeem  and  sanctify  the  in- 
stincts and  motives  of  man.  This  is  unoccupied 
territory.  Only  the  church  of  the  living  God  has 
power  to  bring  light  to  a  civilization  plunged  into 
pagan  darkness. 


(c)  A  recognition  of  the  fact  that  Admiral  Byrd 
came  back  from  the  Antarctic  regions  and  asked 
for  his  enormous  truck  only  after  he  had  seen  the 
vastness  of  the  forces  to  be  met  and  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  equipment  he  then  had.  If  "necessity 
is  the  mother  of  invention,"  then  certainly  these 
critical  days  will  lead  us  to  discover  new  tools  and 
techniques  in  solving  our  social  and  spiritual  prob- 
lems. 

(d)  A  rebirth  of  the  conviction  that  Christ  must 
be  central  in  our  education. 

(e)  A  realization  that  church  colleges  need  to 
make  an  effort  to  recapture  their  early  crusading 
religious  fervor  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Elizabethtown,  Pa. 


Universal  Bible  Sunday 

BY  FRANCIS  C.  STIFLER 
Editorial  Secretary,  American  Bible  Society 

Sunday,  Dec.  14,  will  be  Universal  Bible  Sunday 
throughout  the  nation.  Endorsed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  governors  of  the  vari- 
ous states,  it  will  be  celebrated  in  thousands  of 
churches.  Promoted  by  the  American  Bible  So- 
ciety, Universal  Bible  Sunday  is  designed  to  re- 
mind the  American  people  of  their  rich  heritage 
in  the  world's  greatest  Book  and  their  responsi- 
bility in  this  dark  hour  to  see  that  it  is  kept  cir- 
culating in  the  world  as  the  bulwark  of  democracy 
in  every  land. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  which  has  for 
years  sponsored  this  annual  observance,  suggests 
three  ways  in  which  the  day  may  be  fittingly  ob- 
served. One  is  that  every  American  attend  the 
church  of  his  choice.  In  thousands  of  churches,  at 
either  the  morning  or  evening  service,  the  min- 
ister will  speak  on  the  indispensable  place  which 
the  Bible  must  play  in  our  nation's  life  if  our 
cherished  freedoms  are  to  be  preserved.  The  Bi- 
ble Society,  following  its  time-honored  practice, 
has  furnished  the  pastors  of  the  various  denomina- 
tions with  a  poster  and  other  materials  and  sug- 
gestions for  celebrating  the  occasion.  The  theme 
suggested  for  this  year  is  The  Light  Shines  in  the 
Darkness.  This  is  literally  true,  for  the  Bible  was 
never  more  widely  distributed  in  the  world  than 
it  is  today  and  never  more  eagerly  sought  after. 
Last  year  over  25,000,000  copies  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures  were  distributed  in  the  world.  Refu- 
gees in  internment  camps,  war  prisoners,  and  oth- 
er victims  of  the  wars  are  crying  out  for  this  book 
that  brings  hope  and  courage  to  men  in  whatever 
language  they  read.  The  first  suggestion  is,  then, 
that  the  American  people  crowd  the  churches  on 
Universal  Bible  Sunday  to  honor  God's  Word. 

The  second  suggestion  is  that  the  Bible  be  read 
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during  the  day, 
not  just  a  verse 
or  two  but  at 
least  a  whole 
book.  Students  of 
the  Bible  inform 
us  that  of  the  six- 
ty-six books  i  n 
the  Bible,  half  of 
them  can  be  read 
in  less  than  an 
hour  and  many  in 
twenty  to  thirty 
minutes.  No  bet- 
ter way  offers  it- 
self for  the  ob- 
servance of  Bible 
Sunday  than  t  o 
have  millions  of  Americans  turning  to  God's  Word 
with  fresh  interest. 

A  third  suggestion  is  a  very  practical  one.  Has 
every  enlisted  man  that  has  gone  from  your  com- 
munity into  one  of  the  nation's  services  in  these 
last  months  been  supplied  with  a  Bible  or  a  Testa- 
ment? The  Bible  has  always  been  popular  with 
American  soldiers  and  sailors.  What  an  appro- 
priate way  to  celebrate  Universal  Bible  Sunday — 
to  supply  the  lads  from  your  church,  your  street, 
your  community  with  their  own  copies  of  the  Word 
of  God — the  marching  orders  of  democracy. 


Building  a  Cathedral 

BY   R.    E.    MOHLER 
Executive  Secretary  of  Men's  Work 

Not  very  long  ago  one  of  the  great  cathedrals 
of  Europe  was  bombed.  It  was  not  totally  destroy- 
ed, but  a  great  work  of  art,  one  sacred  to  the  hearts 
of  many,  was  damaged  and  many  were  made  sad. 

A  survey  of  the  history  of  this  great  cathedral 
shows  that  it  was  not  built  by  one  generation,  but 
that  the  building  took  several  generations.  The 
generation  that  built  first  knew  that  they  would 
never  see  the  completed  building,  but  they  built 
its  foundation  well.  A  second  generation  likewise 
worked.  They  knew  that  they  would  not  see  the 
completed  structure,  but  they  rejoiced  to  build  on 
the  foundation  laid  by  their  fathers.  They 
dreamed  of  the  completed  task  and  the  blessings 
that  it  would  bring  to  their  children  and  to  their 
children's  children  for  many  generations. 

The  program  of  building  a  great  church  is  no 
different  from  the  task  above  described.  Our  fore- 
fathers built  the  foundations  well;  our  fathers 
builded  thereon;  today,  if  we  live  up  to  our  best, 
we  continue  to  build. 

I  have  recently  been  watching  a  building  under 


construction,  one  that  is  being  built  to  stand  for 
centuries  to  come.  The  men  who  handle  concrete 
and  steel  do  their  work,  not  knowing  much  about 
the  laying  of  brick  and  tile,  and  the  brick  masons 
do  not  know  much  about  the  work  of  the  electri- 
cian and  carpenter,  but  it  seems  that  each  has  done 
a  perfect  piece  of  work,  and  the  outcome  is  a  great, 
strong  building. 

The  church  we  love  is  a  great  building.  The 
foundation  is  laid.  Workmen  of  several  genera- 
tions have  each  done  their  part.  The  work  must 
go  on.  The  church  needs  evangelists,  ministers, 
missionaries,  schools,  etc.  Yes,  it  needs  business 
men,  men  who  do  the  work  of  the  world,  and  who 
with  a  heart  of  God  are  willing  to  give,  even 
though  they  know  that  they  will  never  see  the 
completed  structure. 

And  just  one  more  thought.  If  in  constructing 
a  great  building  one  man  does  not  do  his  work 
well,  the  whole  building  suffers.  As  laymen  we 
want  our  church  to  prosper,  our  missions  to  thrive, 
and  our  whole  church  program  to  stand.  We  have 
the  money.  We  have  assumed  responsibilities.  To 
the  degree  that  we  are  unselfish  and  Christian  we 
will  give  to  great  causes,  and  the  church  will  go 
forward,  ever  growing  and  blessing  the  world. 

McPherson,  Kans. 


A  Case  for  Investigation 

BY    O.    P.    WILLIAMS 

There  are  many  mothers  of  today  wondering 
why  their  sons  are  in  jail. 

The  tendency  toward  extravagance  seems  on  the 
increase. 

One  might  ask  for  the  cause,  or  how  we  got  this 
way. 

In  the  United  States  there  are  over  four  million 
criminals.  The  crime  bill  for  one  year  is  about 
sixteen  billion,  for  drink  four  billion,  for  gambling 
four  billion,  for  other  waste  or  needless  luxuries 
about  three  billion.  Nearly  twenty-seven  billion 
is  spent  each  year  for  evil!  Does  someone  have 
the  explanation? 

Out  of  the  many  causes  of  delinquency  in  the 
United  States  I  will  select  one  cause  and  com- 
ment upon  it  alone.  This  will  be  the  failure  to 
teach  religion  adequately. 

This  failure  to  teach  religion  is  not  the  only 
cause  of  disorder.  But  it  surely  is  one.  For  it 
seems  patent  that  the  youth  of  the  country  can- 
not come  to  right  conclusions  about  conduct  with- 
out religious  resources  upon  which  to  draw. 

Who  is  teaching' religion  nowadays?  How  do 
they  go  about  it?  Since  so  many  are  in  jail,  who- 
ever is  teaching  religion  must  fall  a  little  short. 
That  is,  if  religion  has  anything  to  do  with  it. 
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I  would  like  to  go  on  a  little  excursion  at  this 
point.  It  need  take  only  a  brief  paragraph  or  two. 
Please  pardon  the  digression.  This  will  be  slight- 
ly historical. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  idea  of  freedom  has 
helped  America?  I  mean  every  kind,  but  partic- 
ularly religious  freedom.  We  cling  to  it  as  the 
great  American  goal,  the  achievement  of  the  fath- 
ers. We  are  free.  No  authority  from  the  state  is 
over  our  faith,  no  compulsory  training  in  ethics, 
no  character  education  unless  you  want  it,  or  un- 
less someone  can  induce  you  to  use  your  freedom 
and  take  it. 

Seems  to  me  that  to  leave  no  authority  in  the 
field  of  enrollment  for  religious  teaching  is  a  bit 
questionable.  Has  letting  everybody  take  it  or 
leave  it  been  a  good  thing?  Of  course  we  have 
tried  to  substitute  many  church  efforts  for  author- 
ity. People  have  not  been  without  opportunities 
to  learn  religion  in  this  free  country.  Churches 
have  everywhere  preached  and  taught  and  prayed 
and  urged  the  people  to  heed  the  teachings. 

Our  American  way  might  be  a  wonderful  sys- 
tem if  it  were  worked  more  skillfully.  I  don't  be- 
lieve in  force  in  religion  as  in  some  countries. 

I  do  not  believe  in  force,  but  I  could  believe  in 
better  inducements  to  religion,  better  leadership, 
better  equipment,  better  psychological  adjust- 
ments, better  friendship  toward  those  to  be  won  to 
faith,  better  integration  of  religious  bodies,  with 
fewer  in  the  field  and  consequently  a  saner  front. 
I  could  believe  in  a  dozen  things  that  should  be 
done  to  "reach  the  unreached." 

It  is  a  bit  incongruous,  better  say  contradictory, 
to  have  the  leaders  in  one's  government  concern 
themselves  so  much  with  how  to  balance  the  bud- 
get, while  at  the  same  time  paying  little  concern 
to  the  twenty  or  thirty  billion  that  are  squandered 
in  crime  and  wasteful  living  each  year.  In  two  or 
three  years  we  might  pay  the  national  debt  with 
what  we  waste. 

To  come  back  to  the  subject,  how  to  teach  re- 
ligion better,  we  have  noticed  that  parents  who 
have  shied  around  the  church  for  two  generations, 
dodged  the  Spirit,  and  claims  of  truth — these  have 
children  who  are  now  practically  spiritually  illit- 
erate. They  don't  know  whether  Boaz  is  a  country 
in  Italy,  or  a  character  in  the  New  Testament.  Our 
mass  production  of  Biblical  ignorance  is  equalled 
only  by  the  volume  of  water  that  runs  over  Niag- 
ara Falls — or  perhaps  by  the  crimes  that  are  com- 
mitted in  its  wake. 

Somehow  great  statesmanship  is  begotten  of  the 
deeper  spiritual  consciousness.  National  great- 
ness depends  upon  the  national  character.  There 
is  a  cause  for  a  few  fine  souls  being  as  fine  as  they 


are.  They  have  been  born  again  of  the  Spirit  of 
God.  They  see  with  the  senses  of  the  quickened 
intellect,  with  the  conscience  of  a  stirred  social 
imagination.  They  are  God's  product  for  social 
advancement.  Take  all  this  away  and  you  have 
the  unseeing  statesman,  the  politician,  the  lesser 
soul. 

Government  statisticians  tell  us  that  only  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  youth  of  America  receive  any 
formal  religious  training. 

Add  to  this  the  significant  fact  that  of  those  who 
do  receive  training,  about  thirty  per  cent  are  Cath- 
olics, which  makes  the  percentage  reached  by 
Protestants  yet  fewer  in  proportion.  Probably  not 
over  thirty  per  cent  receive  any  Protestant  teach- 
ing. Of  this  thirty  per  cent  not  more  than  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  the  number  would  be  regular. 
These  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  thirty  or  thirty- 
five  would  be  receiving  a  half  hour  once  a  week  by 
a  teacher  that  has  passed  one  or  two  courses  in  real 
training  for  this  task.  To  this  half  hour  should  be 
added  another  half  hour  for  older  groups  who  at- 
tend Christian  Endeavor.  But  this  is  too  meager  to 
equip  the  child.    He  needs  more. 

Here  are  some  ways  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
our  teaching: 

(a)  Weekday  schools  of  religion. 

(b)  Night  schools  of  religion. 

(c)  Vacation  summer  schools. 

(d)  Character  courses  in  high  school. 

(e)  Clubs — church-centered  boys  and  girls. 

(f)  Expanded  Sunday-school  sessions. 

(g)  Parochial  schools  within  denominations, 
(h)  Movement  known  as  University  of  Life  for 

youth. 

(i)  Camp,  with  courses  for  personal  culture, 
(j)  Parent-teacher,  emphasizing  religion. 

(k)  Schools  for  training  leaders  to  use  the  above. 

A  Catholic  nun  gives  her  life  to  the  teaching  of 
religion  to  children.  Other  religious  bodies  will 
find  it  necessary  to  increase  greatly  the  dedication 
of  their  followers. 

Schools  for  the  discovery  and  equipping  of  lead- 
ers -must  be  built  if  we  are  to  win  free-acting 
American  children  to  Christianity.  The  appeal 
will  need  to  be  high,  for  compulsion  is  not  in  our 
system. 

There  may  be  other  sources  of  crime  and  extrav- 
agance, such  as  poverty,  or  limited  education,  de- 
linquent homes,  or  perhaps  inherited  weaknesses, 
social  environment  that  is  a  stimulant  to  wrong, 
or  roving  populations,  unemployment,  friction  be- 
tween groups,  race  prejudice,  congestion  in  slums, 
concentration  of  too  much  wealth  with  the  few. 

But  religion,  real  religion,  would  have  a  great 
corrective  influence  on  all  of  these  conditions. 

Sterling,  Colo. 


OUR  MISSION  WORK 
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Number  Two 

BY   CHALMER  E.   FAW 

Since  he  cannot  be  present  personally  at  all  of 
his  forty  or  fifty  Sunday  services,  the  missionary 
pastor  must  train  Africans  to  go  out  and  do  the 
preaching  and  conduct  these  services.  These  men 
are,  for  the  most  part,  men  trained  in  our  mission 
schools  with  a  comparatively  good  background  in 
the  rudiments  of  the  New  Testament  and  the 
tenets  of  the  faith.  During  the  week  they  teach 
school,  work  in  the  hospital,  or  are  engaged  in 
other  types  of  work,  either  for  the  mission  or  on 
their  own  farms.  That  they  need  special  training 
in  conducting  village  services  is  all  too  apparent. 
The  pastor  may  assist  them  in  several  ways:  he 
may  conduct  a  weekly  class  in  homiletics  for  them, 
he  may  give  them  help  and  outlines,  and  he  may 
accompany  them  from  time  to  time  out  into  the 
villages.  Still  more  desirable  is  definite  minis- 
terial training  in  the  higher  branches  of  our  mis- 
sion schools. 

Let  us  now  accompany  one  of  these  native 
evangelists  as  he  visits  a  village  and  conducts  his 
service  there.  We  start  out  at  the  time  at  which 
we  think  we  shall  find  the  most  people  at  home,  for 
this  varies  greatly  with  the  seasons  and  activities 
of  the  village  we  visit.  If  careful  attention  is  not 
paid  to  this  point,  we  may  arrive  only  to  find  that 
all  the  men  have  left  for  the  day,  or  all  the  chil- 
dren are  out  in  the  bush,  or  the  women  have  all 
gone  to  the  river  to  carry  water,  or  any  one  of  a 
dozen  distracting  occupations  has  arisen  to  inter- 
fere with  holding  the  service.  We  go  on  foot,  fol- 
lowing a  narrow  path,  of  which  there  seems  to  be 
one  in  this  country  for  every  possible  direction. 
Perhaps  we  must  wade  the  river.  But  slightly 
deranged  clothing  and  wet  feet  make  no  dent  in 
our  Sunday  dignity  and  we  trudge  on.  Perhaps 
it  is  into  a  deep,  rocky  canyon  that  we  descend  to 
climb  the  barren  hillside  on  the  other  side,  finding 
our  village  hidden  safely  in  the  protecting  heights, 
a  vivid  reminder  of  intertribal  feuds  of  the  not  too 
distant  past.  Or  perhaps  it  is  across  a  delightful 
stretch  of  wooded  bush  country,  with  wild  game 
watching  us  from  their  hidden  places,  that  our 
destination  leads  us. 

There  is  no  fuss  or  bother  as  we  enter  the  village, 
especially  if  it  is  a  village  in  which  a  white  face 
is  no  longer  a  novelty.  Even  as  we  go  through, 
saluting  the  people  in  their  compounds,  inviting 
them  to  the  services,  one  is  still  conscious  of  the 
native  apathy,   inborn  through  centuries  in  the 


tropics.  Those  who  come  to  services  trudge  in 
without  a  word  other  than  a  polite  greeting;  those 
who  do  not  come  are  not  likely  to  be  heard  from 
or  seen  again. 

The  meeting  is  a  simple  open-air  affair,  possibly 
under  the  now  famous  Bura  monkey-bread  tree, 
but  just  as  likely  under  any  one  of  a  dozen  other 
large  species  of  trees — mahogany,  gum,  fig,  tama- 
rin,  and  the  like.  Some  forty  or  fifty  people  may 
gather  under  the  tree  through  the  course  of  ten  to 
fifteen  minutes'  waiting.  Perhaps  a  third  to  a 
half  of  these  come  simply  because  they  heard  that 
a  white  man  is  in  the  village.  A  large  percentage 
of  the  audience  is  composed  of  children,  with  some 
young  people,  an  occasional  adult  man,  and  a 
small  sprinkling  of  women  with  babies  on  their 
backs.  The  proportions  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, of  course,  vary  greatly  with  the  village,  sea- 
son of  the  year  and  circumstances.  The  meeting 
begins  with  the  congregation  singing  the  Bura 
version  of  some  well-known  Christian  gospel  song, 
possibly  Precious  Jewels  or  The  Great  Physician, 
both  of  which  seem  to  be  especial  favorites  here. 
Possibly  it  is  a  Christian  song  set  to  a  Bura  tune. 
There  is  no  songbook  other  than  those  of  the  lead- 
er and  ourselves,  but  the  villagers  join  in  to  the 
extent  of  their  memories  and  this  melody  of  raw, 
untrained  voices,  with  as  many  variations  in  pitch 
and  volume,  blend  into  one  harmonious  paean  of 
praise  to  him  who  hears  hearts  instead  of  tunes. 

Scripture  and  prayer  with  the  Lord's  Prayer  in 
unison  follow  next.  The  "Amen"  at  the  close  of 
all  prayers  in  Bura  is  given  by  the  congregation  in 
unison.  Then  comes  the  sermon — if  the  ten  or 
fifteen  minute  talk  about  some  incident  from  the 
Bible,  garnished  with  some  practical  suggestions 
for  its  application,  can  be  called  a  sermon.  Then 
we  may  have  a  few  words  to  say,  by  way  of  greet- 
ing, drawing  the  group  into  a  sense  of  the  larger 
mission  fellowship,  or  by  way  of  added  exhortation 
and  benediction.  More  greetings  and  more  salu- 
tations follow  the  service,  ending  with  devoutly 
worded  farewells  as  we  depart. 

The  pastor  has  observed  the  work  of  the  Afri- 
can assistant  and  on  the  return  trip  may  make 
a  few  helpful  suggestions,  such  as  a  word  about 
his  conduct  of  the  service  or  his  method  of  gather- 
ing the  people,  or  a  place  or  two  in  the  sermon 
where  a  point  could  have  been  driven  home  to 
greater  advantage.  There  is  praise  where  praise 
is  due,  and  every  encouragement  to  persevere  and 
continually  improve  in  effectiveness  in  the  Lord's 
work.  The  pastor  may  make  mental  notes  of 
points  to  bring  up  in  the  next  meeting  of  the 
preacher-training  class.  The  conversation  may 
turn  from  this  into  other  channels;  some  scripture 
passage  to  be  explained,  some  interesting  Bura 
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custom  to  be  inquired  about,  some  item  of  current 
interest  to  be  discussed,  but  in  the  minds  of  all  the 
chief  thought  is  of  the  young  and  struggling  Bura 
church,  its  tremendous  needs,  and  the  unlimited 
resources  and  possibilities  for  future  advancement 
placed  at  our  disposal. 
Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


What  Will  You  Bring? 

BY  LELAND  S.  BRUBAKER 

It  is  interesting  to  jot  down  some  of  the  leading 
phrases  found  in  letters  and  pamphlets  which  come  to 
our  attention  each  day.  "Appalling  needs  for  medical 
services";  "emergency  conditions  make  necessary";  "ris- 
ing cost  of  living";  "increasingly  difficult  to  purchase 
supplies";  "air  raids  have  destroyed";  "we  want  action"; 
"whole  days  walking  round  and  round";  "why  can't  we 
have  new  workers?"  There  are  many  others  which  are 
just  as  striking  and  thought-provoking  as  these. 

All  of  this  reminds  us  that  we  are  in  a  most  enviable 
position  to  help  in  many  ways  in  the  days  that  are 
ahead.  Joyous  enthusiasm  and  confident  faith  in  what 
is  right  and  good  is  the  abundant  stock  of  each  Chris- 
tian. A  way  of  life  exampled  after  Jesus  and  backed 
by  constant  fellowship  with  God  is  as  much  needed 
today  as  the  warm,  welcome  sunshine  after  a  long, 
cold,  wet  spell.  "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  This 
is  our  undeniable  privilege. 

Shall  we  let  go  unchallenged  the  statement  that  "to- 
day we  are  producing  Christian  activity  and  organiza- 
tion more  than  Christian  experience,  faith  and  philoso- 
phy"? Is  there  a  poverty  amongst  us  of  dynamic  ideas 
and  creative  planning?  Is  our  age  to  be  known  only 
as  the  extension  of  the  machine  age?  The  Apostle 
John  states  that  "of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end." 
The  Moravian  version  puts  it,  "Of  his  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  frontier."  Therefore,  every  sphere  of  man's 
experience  is  a  field  presenting  great  human  need. 

Today  there  are  appealing  yet  stern  challenges  com- 
ing direct  from  Christ  to  meet  this  need.  Shall  we 
bring  only  our  left-overs?  Shall  not  Christ  be  wor- 
shiped with  the  first  fruits?  As  we  approach  the 
Christmas  season  may  we  determine  in  our  own  hearts 
to  bring  the  best  we  have,  so  that  the  Christian  mes- 
sage of  forgiveness,  goodwill,  sympathy  and  under- 
standing may  be  seen  and  felt  around  the  world.  May 
every  church  member  at  this  Christmas  season  exper- 
ience the  great  joy  of  really  sharing  with  his  less  for- 


Christmas  Gifts* 
A  Christian's  Code  for  Christmas  Giving 

1.  I  will  not  try  to  keep  up  with  the  Joneses. 

2.  I  will  keep  my  giving  within  reasonable 
bounds  so  as  not  to  rob  my  family  of  neces- 
sities. 

3.  I  will  give  the  church  first  place  in  my 
planning. 

4.  I  will  teach  my  children  to  be  happy 
with  inexpensive  gifts. 

5.  I  will  buy  no  war  toys. 

6.  I  will  teach  my  children  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 

7.  I  will  remember  that  words  of  apprecia- 
tion, comfort,  good  cheer  and  hope  are  often 
more  helpful  than  material  gifts. 

8.  I  will  remember  that  Christ  is  the  world's 
greatest  Christmas  Gift. 

*  Reprint  from  Gospel  Messenger,  Dec.  7,  1940. 


tunate   neighbors.     It   is   far  more   satisfying   to   share 
than   it    is   to   horde.      What   will   you   bring    as    your 
Christmas  offering? 
Elgin,  III. 


World-wide  Missions 

World-wide  missions  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
mean  the  work  of  the  church  throughout  the  world. 
They  include  the  church's  total  evangelistic  and  mis- 
sionary program.  They  express  the  zeal  of  the  church 
for  Christ's  kingdom.  They  carry  on  work  in  India, 
China,  Africa,  Scandinavia,  Canada  and  the  United 
States  of  America. 

This  year's  record  shows  that  in  India  there  are  ap- 
proximately 7,134  members  belonging  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren;  in  China,  including  both  north  and  south 
China,  some  3,000  members;  there  are  600  in  Africa  and 
220  in  Denmark  and  Sweden;  while  in  America  the 
membership  stands  at  176,908.  Our  total  membership 
throughout  the  world  is  188,042.  This  number  has  al- 
most reached  200,000,  and  doubtless  within  the  next 
year  or  two  that  figure  will  be  exceeded.    It  is  the  hope 


What  to  Pray  For 


Week  of  December  13-20 


Because  of  war  conditions  being  such  as  they  are  in  our 
China  mission  territory,  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  L.  Ikenberry 
and  family  are  now  serving  in  the  Twin  Falls  church.  While 
they  wait  and  hope  and  pray  that  the  way  will  open  up  for 
their  return  to  Shansi,  they  are  happy  to  be  at  home  in  Idaho. 
Wherever  they  serve  they  desire  the  blessings  which  come 
through  prayer. 


Ernest  Ikenberry 


Mrs.  Olivia  Ikenberry 
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of  the  church  that  the  membership  shall  continue  to 
grow  in  deep  Christian  experience  as  well  as  in  num- 
bers. 

It  has  ever  been  the  task  of  the  church  to  go  for- 
ward, winning  more  and  more  to  loyalty  for  Christ. 
Where  the  roots  of  the  church  have  been  planted,  they 
are  growing.  In  none  of  these  lands  would  the  church 
be  content  unless  it  increased  as  did  the  mustard  seed 
and  tree  of  Christ's  own  parable. 

The  Christmas  season  reminds  us  so  forcibly  of 
Christ's  desire  for  the  salvation  of  the  world  that  no 
one  should  hesitate  to  make  his  offering  as  large  as 
possible  in  behalf  of  world-wide  missions.  The  1941 
world-wide  mission  offering  becomes  for  us  another  op- 
portunity to  make  Christ  more  fully  known  throughout 
the  world  and  hasten  the  coming  of  his  kingdom  of  love, 
joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness,  goodness,  faith, 
meekness  and  temperance. 


World-Wide  Mission  Dollars 

These  dollars  given  in  a  prayerful  spirit  and  used  in 
our  world-wide  program  are  a  fulfilment  of  Matt.  28: 
19,  20.  The  Church  of  the  Brethren  has  entered  its 
several  mission  fields,  including  America  as  a  great 
home  mission  field.  Individuals,  classes,  groups  and 
congregations  ofttimes  use  the  privilege  of  designating 
funds  for  the  field  of  their  interest.  None  of  our  fields 
receive  enough  designated  money  to  cover  the  need.  It 
is  always  necessary  to  draw  from  the  World-Wide  Mis- 
sion Fund  to  supply  the  total  amount  needed  for  each 
field.  The  following  table  shows  total  amounts  ex- 
pended last  year  and  the  amount  needed  from  the 
World-Wide  Fund.  When  you  give  your  Christmas 
Offering  to  world-wide  missions  you  can  know  it  is 
providing  funds  to  complete  the  year's  need  in  our 
several  mission  fields. 

Amount  needed 
Total  from  World- 

expended  Wide  Fund 

Home  Missions   $37,128  $30,020 

Sweden  Mission   4,041  2,540 

India   Missions    78,095  45,527 

China  Missions   34,614  9,344 

Africa  Missions    40,598  20,045 


Ways  of  Self-Denial  at  Christmas  Time 

Practice  the  Golden  Rule  in  Christmas  giving. 

Give  to  unfortunate  ones  some  things  they  really 
want. 

Try  giving  something  worth  while  and  something  you 
would  like  to  keep  for  yourself. 

Write  a  card  or  letter  to  each  friend  and  loved  one, 
instead  of  sending  greeting  cards  bearing  only  your 
signature. 

Use  the  amount  which  you  would  have  spent  for 
cards  in  providing  some  needy  family  with  food  or 
clothing. 

Drop  more  dimes  and  quarters  in  the  little  kettle 
on  the  street  or  in  the  peace-cup  on  your  table,  know- 
ing this  amount  will  be  used  for  relief. 

Resolve  that  Christ's  birthday  shall  in  no  wise  be  a 
business  proposition  for  yourself. 

Serve  Christmas  dinner  in  simple  fashion  in  order 
that  those  who  help  with  the  work  may  have  time  for 
Christmas  fellowship   in  their  own  homes. 


Partake  of  your  Christmas  meal  in  moderation,  re- 
membering the  suffering  and  hunger  of  more  than  forty 
millions  around  the  world. 

Invite  a  neighbor  boy  or  girl  to  be  your  guest  for  a 
Christmas  meal.  If  the  child  is  poor  or  lonesome,  it 
will  be  all  the  more  appreciated. 

Call  upon  a  sick  friend  at  the  hospital,  taking  a  mes- 
sage of  cheer — this  is  a  way  to  give  of  your  time  and 
share  your  spirit. 

In  making  out  your  Christmas  list,  deliberately  place 
Christ's  name  at  the  head  and  give  him  and  the  church 
the  most  and  the  best. 

Make  your  world-wide  offering  a  gift  commensurate 
with  your  love  and  zeal  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  Make 
it  a  gift  of  sacrifice  in  Christ's  name. 


Brethren  Service  Committee  News 

Civilian  Public  Service  News 

Six  men  at  Camp  Lagro  recently  spent  their  Saturday 
sawing  wood  for  a  neighbor  who  had  been  confined  to 
his  bed. 

Bro.  L.  Avery  Fleming  has  agreed  to  supervise  the 
educational  programs  of  the  Brethren  Civilian  Public 
Service  camps.  He  recently  spent  several  days  at  Camp 
Magnolia,  getting  firsthand  information  concerning  the 
problems  of  the  campers. 

After  several  months  of  anxious  waiting  a  Civilian 
Public  Service  camp  has  finally  been  opened  in  the 
Northwest  under  the  administration  of  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee  and  Mennonite  Central  Committee. 
Cascade  Locks  in  Oregon  was  officially  opened  when 
men  from  Camp  San  Dimas  were  transferred  there  on 
Nov.  25.  Some  127  more  men,  representing  twenty-six 
different  religious  denominations,  were  assigned  to  re- 
port on  Dec.  5. 

Camp  Kane  is  finding  that  music  carries  its  message 
to  others  and  strengthens  the  bond  between  churches 
and  camp.  The  chorus  and  quartet  under  the  leadership 
of  Raymond  Long  (Hagerstown,  Md.)  has  this  larger  pur- 
pose besides  the  joy  of  singing.  Already  a  quartet  has 
visited  the  Pittsburgh  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  the 
Middle  Maryland  district  meeting,  together  with  the 
United  Brethren  church,  Frewsburg,  N.  Y.,  the  Emanuel 
Mission  church,  Bradford,  Pa.,  and  prayer  meetings  of 
the  Kane  Youth  Council.  On  numerous  occasions  Camp 
Director  Levi  K.  Ziegler  has  accompanied  the  singers  to 
give  talks.  Future  visits  of  the  quartet  and  of  the  camp 
chorus  await  the  invitations  of  communities  which  wish 
to  hear  them. 

Thirty  members  of  the  West  Greentree  congregation, 
Florin,  Pa.,  the  youth  chorus  of  that  church,  visited 
Camp  Kane,  Nov.  8  and  9.  The  chorus  sang  inspiringly 
for  the  worship  service  under  the  direction  of  Miss 
Florence  Miller,  while  Ira  Myer  of  Fredericksburg,  Pa., 
delivered  the  sermon.  After  Sunday  dinner  the  largest 
group  yet  in  the  history  of  camp  heard  a  special  pro- 
gram of  sacred  music  with  selections  both  by  the  vis- 
itors and  by  the  camp  chorus. 


Report  of  a  Year's  Relief  Work  in  England 

BY  JOHN  BARWICK 
Statistics  are  usually  rather  dull  reading.    But  these, 
descriptive  of  the  work  in  England,  are  exciting  when 
one  considers  the  circumstance  under  which  they  arose. 

(Continued  on  Page  21) 
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BY  WANG  TUNG* 
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Since  I  came  to  America  in  September  of  1940  many 
of  my  American  friends  have  asked  me  this  question: 
"How  do  you  like  my  country?"  I  have  been  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  my  American  friends  are  very  anxious 
to  know  my  impressions  of  America.  First  of  all  I 
would  like  to  say  this:  America  is  a  beautiful  country. 
I  like  America  very  much.  America  is  a  progressive 
country.  I  think  my  country,  China,  should  learn  a  lot 
of  things  from  America.  American  people  are  smart 
people.  I  like  to  be  with  them  and  enjoy  their  way  of 
living. 

What  makes  America  so  progressive?  I  believe  there 
are  three  factors  which  are  very  important  to  American 
life.  The  first  is  Christian  tradition.  American  people 
are  linked  with  churches.  Christianity  is  their  religion 
and  ethics.  The  second  factor  is  the  democratic  form  of 
their  institutions.  Everybody  does  have  a  chance  in 
leadership  and  to  develop  his  ability.  The  third  is  sci- 
ence. America  is  a  highly  industrialized  country.  Amer- 
ican people  use  machines  on  almost  everything.  These 
three  things,  Christianity,  democracy,  and  science  make 
America  so  progressive.  Of  course  America  has  good 
people. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned  these  three  things  are  in- 
separable. They  cannot  be  separated  the  one  from  the 
others.  It  would  be  impossible  or  even  dangerous  to 
separate  them.  The  Christian  idea  of  brotherhood  is 
the  source  of  democracy.  The  idea  of  individual  value 
in  democracy  is  the  source  of  science  developing.  With- 
out Christianity  democracy  would  be  impossible  and 
science  prove  dangerous.  Germany,  Italy  and  Japan 
suffer  from  such  a  big  mistake.  They  want  science,  but 
not  Christianity  and  democracy.  Christianity  is  the 
foundation  of  democracy.  Democracy  is  the  foundation 
of  science.  Science  is  the  foundation  of  progress.  Amer- 
ica has  these  three,  Christianity,  democracy  and  science; 
therefore,  America  became  a  very  progressive  country. 

What  about  the  American  people?     Most  of  them  are 


•Wang  Tung  was  the  Chinese  guest  in  several  Brethren  camps 
this  past  summer.  He  also  appeared  in  a  few  churches.  This 
article  will  enable  the  reader  to  see  America  through  Chinese 
eyes.— Ed. 


good  people.  They  know  how  to  work  and  how  to  play. 
They  are  hard  workers  at  work,  but  they  seem  very 
funny  in  play.  They  want  to  do  their  best  in  their  work 
but  they  want  to  be  the  funniest  in  their  play.  They 
love  new  things  which  are  strange  to  them.  They  like 
jokes  in  speeches,  but  they  tire  of  long  and  serious 
speeches.  They  have  a  sense  of  humor.  They  like  to 
joke  with  each  other.  They  know  how  to  enjoy  life. 
The  American  people  are  not  serious.  It  is  easy  to  make 
friends  with  them,  but  it  is  hard  to  be  serious.  They 
take  everything  as  a  game.  To  make  love  is  a  game.  To 
make  money  is  a  game.  To  make  friends  is  a  game,  too. 
I  like  American  life.  I  like  to  make  friends  with  Amer- 
ican people,  but  I  feel  uneasy  to  follow  them. 

All  ages  have  much  the  same  attitude  toward  life,  but 
the  American  young  people  are  more  romantic  than  the 
older  ones,  and  the  American  women  are  more  funny 
than  men.  The  contacts  between  boys  and  girls  are 
very  free  in  America.  They  can  do  what  they  want.  A 
boy  may  make  a  date  with  a  girl  whom  he  did  not 
know  before.  From  the  viewpoint  of  Orientals  Amer- 
ican young  people  are  too  romantic.  They  are  too  free. 
They  can  embrace  and  kiss  everywhere  and  any  time 
without  interference  by  others.  Relationships  between 
boys  and  girls  are  personal.  No  third  person  has  a  right 
to  interfere  with  their  personal  affairs.  Boys  do  not 
hesitate  to  ask  girls  for  dates,  and  girls  accept  them 
readily.  They  understand  the  rules  of  good  conduct 
and  abide  by  them.  I  like  their  attitude  toward  sex 
very  much,  but  I  know  it  would  be  very  hard  to  prac- 
tice in  China. 

American  women  are  very  funny.  They  will  put 
everything  on  their  heads.  It  seems  there  are  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  styles  of  women's  hats.  It  is  rather  hard 
to  find  two  women's  hats  which  are  exactly  the  same. 
They  will  put  almost  anything  around  their  necks.  It 
may  be  a  piece  of  wood,  or  it  may  be  something  made 
of  gold.  Sometimes  one  cannot  tell  what  it  is.  Also 
American  young  women  are  very  smart.  They  are  very 
friendly.  They  are  not  embarrassed  to  play  with  boys. 
I  like  the  American  girl's  attitude  very  much,  but  I 
don't  like  to  see  old  ladies  act  like  young  ladies.    I  have 
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seen  older  American  ladies  paint  their  lips  red  and  act 
as  young  women.  I  have  seen  a  bride  of  forty  years 
wear  wedding  clothes  like  a  young  bride  wears.  The 
older  women  of  America  do  not  think  that  they  are  old. 
A  woman's  age  is  treated  as  a  joke  in  America.  Twenty- 
one  is  an  American  lady's  age  even  if  she  is  really  much 
more  than  that.  She  does  not  like  to  be  asked  about 
her  age.  Most  women  wish  they  were  born  in  leap  year 
so  they  would  have  fewer  birthdays. 

Is  America  perfect?  No,  and  nobody  thinks  so,  be- 
cause no  country  is  perfect.  America  has  much  the 
same  problems  as  other  countries.  There  is  crime,  and 
there  are  many  criminals  in  jail.  The  writer  would  not 
criticize  America  in  this  respect,  but  he  has  been  im- 
pressed by  the  fact  that  many  American  people  have 
racial  prejudices,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  Negro. 
It  seems  to  me  the  problem  of  race  prejudice  among  the 
American  people  is  very  serious.  I  love  America,  but  I 
do  not  like  racial  prejudices. 

What  do  Americans  think  of  the  Chinese  people  in 
America?  This  question  needs  to  be  discussed.  The 
Chinese  students  in  America  are  respected  because  they 
are  very  intelligent.  They  can  get  good  marks  on  their 
school  work.  Chinese  merchants  and  men  of  small  busi- 
ness are  looked  down  on  by  Americans  in  general.  Most 
of  these  are  either  laundrymen  or  cooks.  They  are  not 
well-educated  Chinese  people.  They  come  to  America 
to  make  money.  Some  have  even  opened  gambling 
houses  because  they  want  to  make  money  in  the  easiest 
and  quickest  way  possible.  Personally  I  feel  this  group 
of  Chinese  should  be  forced  to  leave  America  because 
they  have  lost  face  for  China.  I  know  this  is  impossible, 
because  many  of  them  are  American  citizens.  I  could 
hope  the  Chinese  government  would  ask  this  group  of 
Chinese  to  leave.  It  is  embarrassing  to  good  Chinese 
to  have  this  group  of  Chinese  in  America. 

I  do  feel  China  could  learn  a  lot  of  things  from  Amer- 
ica because  many  things  which  they  have  are  really 
good.  China  should  adopt  the  three  things — Christiani- 
ty, democracy  and  science — which  I  mentioned  above. 
These  are  the  basic  principles  for  building  a  new  China. 
It  seems  to  me  that  Christianity  must  be  accepted  first. 
Then  democracy  and  science  will  prevail  eventually.  I 
am  convinced  that  westernization  is  the  only  way  out 
for  China.  Nothing  is  more  important  to  China  than 
this. 

Seattle,  Wash. 


Smoke 

BY  MANLY  H.   DEETER 

"My  days  are  vanishing  like  smoke"    (Psa.  102:  3). 

What  a  doleful  picture  in  this  chapter.  Smoke,  van- 
ishing smoke  (Moffatt),  seemed  to  fit  his  feelings.  The 
writer  has  had  an  opportunity  to  see  smoke,  so  majes- 
tic, vanish.  For  several  weeks  I  have  been  in  the 
mountains  of  southeastern  Kentucky — mountains  cov- 
ered with  fine  timber.  Every  few  miles  is  a  sawmill. 
At  these  mills  great  quantities  of  sawdust  and  slabs 
go  up  in  smoke.  It  is  too  bad,  for  thousands  of  cords 
of  the  finest  wood  go  up  in  smoke  in  these  slabs.  My 
house  car  is  located  a  few  hundred  feet  west  of  one  of 
these  mills. 

The  mountains  and  a  river  are  in  the  shape  of  a 
horseshoe.  Creeks  run  down  through  the  mountains 
into  the  river.     Now  this  peculiar  layout  causes  some 


most  interesting  sights  as  the  currents  of  air  play  with 
that  smoke.  For  probably  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  a 
column  will  rise  straight  up,  majestic  and  dense,  then 
suddenly  be  crushed  to  the  earth.  A  strong  current 
sweeps  it  along  the  earth.  Suddenly  a  counter  current 
catches  it,  and  off  it  goes  in  an  opposite  direction.  Then 
a  miniature  cyclone  swings  it  into  whirling  spiral  form. 
Soon  it  has  spent  itself,  spreads  out  in  a  thin  sheet  with 
a  clear  opening  in  the  center  and  the  rim  expands  until 
it  is  lost  in  space. 

For  a  couple  of  hours  I  sat,  fascinated  with  other 
variations  of  the  smoke  as  it  demonstrated  the  move- 
ments  of   the   air. 

Jesus  said  something  to  Nicodemus  about  the  wind. 
You  can  hear  it  but  cannot  tell  where  it  comes  from 
or  where  it  is  going.  So  is  everyone  that  is  born  of 
the  Spirit.  That  unseen  force  will  transform,  remake, 
revitalize  our  lives.  It  would  seem  that  smoke  is  gone 
forever;  but  not  so,  it  is  just  changed  into  another  ele- 
ment. Sometimes  we  behold  a  man  rising  in  influence 
and  power  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  Suddenly  some- 
thing happens;  he's  off  in  other  elements.  Are  we  al- 
most swept  off  our  feet  when  the  crosscurrents  of  the 
world  catch  us  as  a  cyclone?  How  comforting  the 
Master's  words:  "In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribula- 
tions, but  be  of  good  cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world." 
"Greater  is  he  that  is  in  you  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world." 

These  valleys  are  thickly  populated,  but  the  people 
are  so  poor! 

The  economics  practiced  to  "get  by"  are  almost  un- 
believable. Most  of  the  families  are  large  and  often 
a  child  is  not  old  enough  to  leave  its  mother's  arms 
when  another  one  arrives.  Often  there  are  no  church 
buildings  for  miles.  However,  some  old-time  ministers 
will  walk  or  ride  a  mule  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  to 
preach  at  an  old  schoolhouse  and  take  his  dinner  for 
pay.  Often  there  are  not  even  a  dozen  present  at  serv- 
ices, but  they  seem  happy  in  the  work.  Having  been 
with  these  mountaineers  now  for  three  weeks,  preach- 
ing twice  each  Sunday,  visiting  in  many  homes  and 
making  many  contacts,  I  have  found  that  not  one  in 
six  has  given  his  heart  to  the  Lord.  Three  denomina- 
tions have  made  radical  claims  to  these  people.  They 
are  now  bewildered  and  don't  seem  interested.  This 
bewilderment  has  settled  down  to  a  don't  care  attitude. 

Corn  bread  and  stewed  potatoes  with  a  gravy  made 
from  flour  and  milk,  if  they  have  it,  is  the  daily  menu. 
I  have  eaten  in  several  homes,  but  haven't  seen  a  loaf 
of  wheat  bread  or  butter  of  any  kind.  One  just  has  to 
pray  almost  day  and  night.  One  has  to  wonder  if  un- 
dernourishment hasn't  something  to  do  with  their 
spiritual  lethargy.  Yes,  it  seems  as  if  their  lives  go  out 
like  vanishing  smoke. 

One  great  soul,  a  mother  and  schoolteacher,  said, 
"Each  Sunday  morning  I'm  going  to  the  schoolhouse 
for  Sunday  school.  Let  others  do  as  they  like,  but  the 
good  Lord  giving  me  health,  I'll  be  there."  And  she  is. 
She  is  modest  about  it  too.  She  is  not  "vanishing 
smoke." 

Brother,  sister,  do  you  pray  for  these  benighted  lands 
in  America?  Yes,  America,  our  earthly  days  shall  not 
be  dark  and  gloomy  and  "vanish  as  smoke."  We  shall 
not  be  forgotten  when  Jesus  comes  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven. 

Creekville,  Ky. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday*  December  14 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  Christian  Stewardship. — 2  Cor. 
8:1-9;  9:6,  7.  Golden  Text,  It  is  required  in  stewards, 
that  a  man  be  found  faithful.    1  Cor.  4:2. 

Christian  Workers,  Brethren  and  Refugees. 

B.  Y.  P.  D..  What  Is  Loyalty  to  Jesus? 

Intermediates,  The  Gift  Without  the  Giver. 

•  •       • 

Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

""  Two  baptized  in  the  Yakima  church,  Wash.,  Bro.  M.  G. 
Blickenstaff,  pastor. 

Six  baptized  in  the  York  Second  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C. 
E.  Grapes,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Osage  church,  Kans.,  Bro.  G.  A. 
Zook,  pastor-evangelist. 

Nine  baptized  in  the  Donnels  Creek  church,  Ohio,  Bro. 
Otho  Winger,  evangelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Hollidaysburg  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
E.  M.  Hertzler,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Elkhart  Valley  church,  Ind.,  Bro. 
Ralph  G.  Rarick,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Shaw  Avenue  church,  Lewistown, 
Pa.,  Bro.  Harold  Snider,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Zion  church,  Mich.,  Brother  and 
Sister  B.  M.  Rollins,  evangelists. 

Three  baptized,  one  received  by  letter  and  one  recon- 
secrated in  the  Anderson  church,  Ind. 

Four  baptized  and  five  received  by  letter  in  the  Em- 
pire church,  Calif.,  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen,  pastor. 

Twenty-three  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in 
the  Florence  church,  Mich.,  Bro.  A.  H.  Miller,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  and  four  reclaimed  at  the  Hampton 
house,  Upper  Conewago  congregation,  Pa.,  Bro.  Peter  I. 
Garber,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism 
in  the  Menomonie  mission,  Chippewa  Valley  church, 
Wis.,  Howard  Peden,  pastor. 

•  •       • 
Our  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Quarryville,  Pa.,  Dec.  28,  in 
the  Midway  church,  Pa. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Golden  wedding  congratulations  are  due  Brother  and 
Sister  Jacob  C.  Kopenhaver  of  the  Green  Tree  church  of 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania.  The  original  date  was  Nov. 
7.     The  celebration  was  held  Saturday,  Nov.  8. 

Two  more  of  our  younger  workers  now  serving  in 
Chicago,  who  called  at  the  Messenger  offices  last  week, 
were  Bro.  John  Weaver,  candidate  for  relief  work 
abroad,  and  Bro.  Wilbur  Stern,  president  of  the  Breth- 
ren Fellowship  House  described  in  our  last  issue. 


Southeastern  Kansas  has  chosen  Eld.  R.  E.  Loshbaugh 
as  Standing  Committee  delegate  to  the  Richmond  Con- 
ference, with  Eld.  G.  A.  Zook  as  alternate. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Harshbarger  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  whose 
critical  illness  was  mentioned  last  week,  has  entered  in- 
to rest  from  all  his  earthly  labors.  He  "slipped  away" 
about  midmorning  of  Dec.  1.  We  shall  no  doubt  have 
more  about  his  life  and  ministry  for  early  publication. 

A  most  welcome  visitor  at  the  mission  offices  last 
week  was  Bro.  Hugh  McKenzie  of  the  United  Church  of 
Canada,  long-time  China  missionary  and  well  known  to 
our  workers  there,  especially  through  his  valued  serv- 
ices as  treasurer  and  general  agent  at  Tientsin.  He  was 
accompanied  by  our  own  Sister  Nettie  Senger.  He  is 
going  back  to  China  soon. 

Four  good  men  still  young  enough  to  understand  how 
youth  thinks  and  feels — that's  why  they  are  the  steering 
committee  of  the  Recreational  Fellowship — had  a  recent 
conference  with  Youth  Director  Raymond  R.  Peters. 
The  four  were  Robert  Tully  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  William 
Smith  of  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  Edgar  Martin  of  Daleville,  Va., 
and  Paul  Miller  of  Milledgeville,  111. 

You  will  want  to  join  us  in  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  to  Bro.  H.  M.  Barkdoll  of  Glendora,  Calif.  He 
was  ninety-nine  on  Dec.  4.  When  he  gets  lonesome,  as 
he  does  sometimes,  he  hunts  up  a  chicken  coop  or  a 
doorknob  or  something  else  that  needs  fixing.  He  says 
"if  you  get  to  pitying  yourself  you  can  overcome  it  in 
a  hurry  by  doing  something  for  somebody." 

Paul  J.  Furnas,  a  Philadelphia  business  man,  became 
director  of  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  on  Dec.  1,  suc- 
ceeding Dr.  Thomas  E.  Jones  who  resumes  his  work  as 
president  of  Fisk  University.  Mr.  Furnas  will  be  on 
leave  of  absence  from  the  Sandura  Company  of  which 
he  is  secretary-treasurer.  He  has  been  identified  with 
Friends  educational  interests  for  years  and  is  the  father 
of  five  children. 

The  serious  illness  of  our  China  missionary,  Sister 
Minerva  Metzger,  which  was  mentioned  last  week,  came 
to  its  fatal  termination  last  Saturday,  Dec.  6.  Thus 
ended  also  more  than  thirty  years  of  faithful  service  in 
what  our  pioneer  missionary,  Bro.  Wilbur  Stover,  called 
"the  great  first  work  of  the  church."  Funeral  services 
were  set  for  Tuesday  of  this  week  at  Rossville,  Ind.,  with 
Secretary  Leland  S.  Brubaker  as  officiating  minister. 

The  I.  W.  Moomaw  family  is  probably  now  on  its  way 
home  from  India,  due  to  the  serious  illness  of  Sister 
Moomaw  and  the  advice  of  the  mission  doctors  and  the 
field  committee.  For  this  necessity  all  here  and  in  In- 
dia are  very  sorry  and  for  a  safe  home-coming  our 
prayers  will  follow  the  Moomaws  on  their  journey.  If 
they  secured  passage  as  hoped  for  they  should  reach 
New  York  by  the  last  of  December.  The  next  boat 
would  make  it  almost  one  month  later. 

No  golden  wedding  ever  mentioned  in  these  columns 
will  evoke  a  wider  interest  or  heartier  well  wishing  than 
that  of  Brother  and  Sister  Charles  D.  Bonsack.  Bro. 
Bonsack  has  had  personal  contact  with  thousands 
throughout  the  brotherhood,  including  many  in  the 
lands  beyond  the  seas,  and  if  you  knew  his  good  wife  as 
well  as  some  of  us  do,  you  would  understand  better  how 
these  fifty  years  have  made  him  the  sort  of  man  he  is. 
The  anniversary  date  is  next  Tuesday,  Dec.  16. 
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Miscellaneous  Items 

Buy  your  children  good  books  for  Christmas.  Order 
from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House. 

From  three  subscriptions  to  sixty-four  subscriptions  is 
the  record  of  one  Virginia  church  now  enrolled  in  the 
100%  club. 

"My  suggestion  is,  be  sure  to  have  a  good  frozen  foods 
department  in  your  new  cookbook." — Nettie  C.  Wey- 
bright,  Syracuse,  Ind. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Churches  is  scheduled  for 
Jan.  4-11.  The  general  theme  is  The  Living  God.  The 
daily  meditations  stress:  The  Living  God,  The  Son  of 
the  Living  God,  The  Spirit  of  the  Living  God,  The 
Church  of  the  Living  God,  The  Book  of  the  Living  God, 
The  Worship  of  the  Living  God,  A  Day  With  the  Living 
God,  and  God  of  the  Beginning  and  God  of  the  End. 
The  thirty-six -page  booklet  may  be  had  for  three  cents 
per  copy.  Send  orders  to  the  Board  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, 22  S.  State  St.,  Elgin,  111. 

"Coming  to  Pennsylvania  in  1719  they  immediately 
entered  into  the  life  of  the  colonies.  German  immigrants 
were  being  oppressed  and  exploited  by  the  English  ship- 
ping agents  and  their  first  social  reform  was  to  correct 
that  evil.  In  that  age  when  personal  integrity  was  the 
only  mark  of  esteem  a  man  had,  these  nonswearing,  non- 
resisting,  nonlawing  people  were  highly  honored." 
From  the  historical  sketch  in  the  Membership  Directory 
recently  issued  by  the  Yakima  church  of  Washington, 
Bro.  M.  G.  Blickenstaff,  pastor. 

The  Slonaker  History  and  Genealogy  mentioned  in 
these  columns  some  time  ago  has  been  published  and 
some  copies  are  still  available.  "Church  history,  war 
service,  transfers  and  warrantees  of  land,  etc.,  occupy  an 
important  place  in  the  work.  A  complete  index,  giving 
the  pages  in  the  text  where  the  many  thousands  of  per- 
sons are  listed,  and  their  genealogy  given,  makes  it  pos- 
sible to  trace  readily  the  ancestry  and  descendants."  For 
terms  and  full  information  address  the  author,  J.  R. 
Slonaker,  334  Kingsley  Ave.,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

The  Federal  Revenue  Act  of  1941  imposes  a  10%  tax 
on  certain  items  found  in  our  catalog.  In  this  group  are 
included  the  following:  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Pins,  p.  77;  Cross 
and  Shield  Pins  and  Midget  Crosses,  p.  135;  Cameras,  p. 
104;  Speed-O-Scopes,  inside  back  cover;  and  Duplicat- 
ing Equipment,  outside  back  cover.  Other  items  may 
be  affected  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge  to  date. 
Please  include  this  tax  when  sending  in  orders.  Also 
there  are  a  number  of  price  advances  not  previously  an- 
nounced. We  are  filling  all  orders  and  notifying  our 
customers  of  additional  charges  due  to  these  price 
changes.  We  trust  you  will  understand  the  situation  if 
your  order  is  affected. — Brethren  Publishing  House. 

582  recipes  for  the  new  cookbook  had  been  received 
up  to  the  morning  of  the  day  this  was  set.  One  fourth 
of  these  were  for  cakes  and  cookies.  That  is  a  nice  lot 
of  recipes,  and  we  are  grateful  for  every  one,  but  we  do 
want  at  least  a  thousand  more — especially  the  simple, 
economical,  wholesome  everyday  kind.  We  are  setting 
March  1  as  the  last  day  for  receiving  recipes  with  any 
assurance  they  can  get  into  the  new  cookbook.  So  here's 
calling  all  cooks,  all  aid  societies  and  other  women's 
groups  planning  on  sending  recipes.  Will  you  please  at- 
tend to  this  at  once  so  that  we  can  have  reasonable  time 
for  completing  the  book  by  next  Conference  time?  Re- 
member that  our  work  will  be  heaviest  after  the  recipes 
-are  in.    See  page  28  for  a  convenient  blank. 


The  General  Mission  Board  has  on  hand  a  supply  of 
the  1941  number  of  Christian  World  Facts,  published 
by  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America. 
The  price  is  15c. 

The  Briery  Branch  aid  society  of  the  District  of  Sec- 
ond Virginia  sent  sixteen  recipes  and  a  sheet  of  house- 
hold hints  for  the  new  Inglenook  Cookbook.  They  will 
also  want  a  dozen  of  the  new  books. 


With  Our  Schools 
La  Verne  College 

Dale  Fuller,  representative  of  the  Carnegie  Endow- 
ment for  International  Relations  Clubs,  was  our  chapel 
speaker  on  Oct.  30. 

A  complete  vocational  guidance  test  and  counseling 
service  is  now  available  for  La  Verne  students  under 
the  direction  of  Ray  R.  Cullen,  recognized  in  California 
as  an  outstanding  authority  in  the  field. 

Irene  Poole  Davis  was  recently  elected  president  of 
the  Association  of  Speech  Teachers  of  Colleges  of  South- 
ern California.  The  next  meeting  of  the  association  will 
be  held  Jan.  9  on  our  campus. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Brandt  took  five  students  as  La  Verne's 
delegation  to  the  conference  of  Student  Volunteers  from 
Church  of  the  Brethren  Colleges,  held  at  Bridgewater 
College  over  the  Thanksgiving  vacation. 

New  faculty  faces  this  year  include  Wm.  J.  Tinkle, 
Professor  of  Biology;  Miss  Anna  Mae  Strickler,  Pro- 
fessor of  Home  Economics;  Ralph  R.  Uniacke,  Professor 
of  Violin;  Ray  R.  Cullen,  Director  of  Guidance  and  Pro- 
fessor of  Vocational  Psychology;  and  Mrs.  Hazel 
Fasnacht,  Matron  of  Miller  Hall. 

A  brief  memorial  service  for  Raymond  Root,  member 
of  the  class  of  1923  and  author  of  Guide  of  La  Verne, 
was  conducted  by  President  C.  Ernest  Davis  at  the 
Armistice  Day  chapel.  He  was  one  of  twenty  victims  of 
the  airliner  crash  near  St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  on  the  night 
of  Oct.  30. 

Vladimir  Horowitz,  celebrated  Russian  pianist,  opened 
our  artist  course  with  a  brilliant  recital  on  Nov.  13.  The 
Los  Angeles  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  John  Barbirolli,  conductor  of  the  New  York  Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra,  gave  a  concert  as  the  second  num- 
ber on  Nov.  27. 

An  educational  conference  was  a  feature  of  home- 
coming, Oct.  24-26.  A  panel  of  alumni  discussed  the 
question  of  subject-matter  versus  the  activity  approach 
in  education.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  work  out 
details  for  a  professional  organization  of  La  Verne  alum- 
ni working  in  the  field  of  education. 

The  Hidden  Villa  Seminar,  a  group  of  about  two  dozen 
people  gathered  by  the  Friends  from  all  over  the  U.  S. 
A.  to  consider  the  spiritual  basis  of  their  service  pro- 
gram, spent  several  weeks  on  our  campus  during  the 
summer.  Gerald  Heard  and  Harold  Chance  were  two 
of  their  leaders. 

A  chapel  choir  organized  and  directed  by  David  G. 
Young,  student  instructor  in  music,  is  making  a  vital 
contribution  to  our  chapel  services.  Bro.  Young  is  a 
graduate  of  the  three-year  music  course  at  Bethany.  He 
directs  the  college  orchestra  and  will  offer  a  course  in 
hymnology  the  second  semester.  His  services  are  avail- 
able to  our  churches  for  week-end  or  vacation  music 
institutes. 
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History  and  Value 

Many  churches  today  have,  hidden  away  in  some  dark 
corner,  a  library  that  once  gave  promise  of  being  a  sig- 
nificant thing  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Just  as  the  Pil- 
grim fathers  saw  the  need  of  schools  and  established 
them  under  the  wing  of  the  church,  so  the  library — an 
extension  of  the  school  to  the  community  at  large — be- 
came a  part  of  every  Protestant  church.  As  the  idea 
of  public  libraries  came  into  being,  the  church  slowed 
up  in  its  interest. 

But  recent  nation-wide  surveys  have  made  us  aware 
of  our  great  unsolved  library  problem.  In  the  whole 
United  States  about  40,000,000  people,  or  34%  of  the  to- 
tal population,  are  without  library  service.  Of  this  num- 
ber 38,000,000,  or  91%  of  the  40,000,000  rural  people  of 
America,  have  no  library  service.  Now,  if  we  remember 
that  80%  of  the  Brethren  people  are  rural,  it  would  be  at 
least  interesting  to  know  how  many  of  our  churches 
live  in  these  library  Saharas. 

In  those  lands  where  the  light  of  democracy  is  going 
out,  the  dictators  have  tried  to  keep  their  people  ignor- 
ant. Democracy  in  America  can  mean  nothing  unless  it 
is  built  on  knowledge.  "Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and 
the  truth  shall  make  you  free,"  is  an  indispensable  part 
of  the  Christian  gospel. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  once  asked  to  give  money  to  a 
small  church  in  Massachusetts  for  the  purchase  of  a  bell. 
He  gave  the  money  and  sent  these  words  with  it:  "I'd 
rather  you'd  use  it  for  a  library  than  a  bell.  I  always 
did  believe  more  in  sense  than  sound." 

The  Christian  Science  church  seems  to  grow,  but  in 
ways  hard  to  understand.  Hence  the  Christian  Science 
reading  room,  sure  to  be  found  in  every  Christian  Sci- 
ence community,  may  be  worth  studying  as  one  possible 
source  of  the  growth  of  the  church.  The  city  of  Los 
Angeles  has  twenty-eight  such  reading  rooms.  Most  of 
these  reading  rooms  are  conducted  on  a  six-  or  seven- 
day-a-week  basis,  with  a  paid  librarian  in  charge  at  all 
times.  Each  local  church  finances  its  own  reading  room. 
There  are  about  2,000  of  these  reading  rooms  scattered 
over  America. 

How  io  Get  Started 

Someone  must  have  a  concern — as  the  Quakers  say.  It 
may  be  anyone  in  the  congregation  who  sees  the  need, 
and  some  few  ways  of  getting  something  done.  In  some 
churches  such  a  project  could  be  sponsored  by  a  single 
class,  or  by  a  men's  or  women's  work  group;  but  in  this 
hour  we  are  all  looking  toward  more  united  ways  of  do- 
ing our  work  in  the  church.  So  a  better  plan  might  be 
to  seek  to  have  the  idea  discussed  by  a  group  of  inter- 
ested people,  including  the  pastor,  the  Sunday-school 
superintendent,  teachers,  and  other  leaders.  The  church 
council  would  be  one  place  to  get  started.  Or  the  board 
of  Christian  education  might  be  responsible  for  calling 
such  a  meeting.  However  it  is  done,  it  should  be  open 
to  all  those  individuals  who  would  have  a  direct  interest 
in  the  use  of  such  a  library. 

What  Kind  of  Books  Should  Be  Bought? 

In  any  community  where  there  really  is  a  good  com- 
munity library,  the  church  will  perhaps  want  to  build 
its  own  library  to  serve  its  unique  religious  needs,  be- 
cause duplication  of  effort  is  expensive. 

However,  it  is  well  to  investigate  a  bit  to  see  whether 
there  is  an  adequate  community  library  in  the  school,  in 


the  county,  or  in  a  near-by  town.  According  to  the  sta- 
tistics on  rural  communities,  there  probably  will  not  be; 
and  if  so,  the  church  may  well  think  of  beginning  to 
build  the  kind  of  library  service  that  will  minister  to 
the  total  needs  of  the  people.  Fiction  is  not  without  its 
values — at  least  as  a  starter.  It  must  be  good  fiction. 
Books  of  general  religious  and  inspirational  value,  for 
adults  and  young  people,  will  likely  come  next  in  popu- 
larity. Along  with  all  these,  there  will  be  books  on  the 
history  and  doctrine  of  the  church.  It  is  taken  for 
granted  that  Biblical  commentaries,  encyclopedias  and 
Bible  atlases  will  be  first  choices.  While  the  majority  of 
the  church  will  not  be  so  interested  in  books  that  are 
purchased  for  leaders,  yet  they  are  of  more  strategic 
importance  than  any  other  books.  Those  who  are  asked 
to  assume  responsibility  for  the  tasks  of  leadership 
should  never  be  deprived  of  the  source  materials  they 
need  to  do  their  work. 

Who  Shall  Choose  the  Books? 

This  is  a  most  important  question.  There  will  proba- 
bly be  a  librarian  appointed,  who  will  be  the  most  com- 
petent person  the  church  can  find  for  this  job.  The 
teachers  and  leaders  in  their  respective  fields  should 
have  primary  responsibility  for  suggesting  the  books 
they  need  for  their  work.  Teachers  and  leaders  of 
adults  may  have  suggestions  regarding  books  for  their 
groups  to  read,  likewise  the  youth  leaders  for  the  youth 
group,  and  children's  leaders  for  the  children's  group. 
There  may  be  one  or  two  people  in  the  congregation 
who  are  especially  talented  to  serve  in  such  a  field,  and 
if  appointed  on  a  library  committee,  would  do  much  to 
give  intelligent  and  helpful  guidance.  The  pastor,  Sun- 
day-school superintendent,  and  board  of  Christian  edu- 
cation will  always  be  interested,  and  perhaps  finally  re- 
sponsible for  judgment  as  to  whether  a  book  shall  be 
added  to  the  library  or  not.  Each  church  will  need  to 
determine  for  itself  how  books  shall  be  selected. 

Magazines  in  the  Church  Library 

Someone  in  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Gish  Fund  Com- 
mittee, choosing  books  for  the  ministerial  list  for  next 
year,  remarked,  "If  James  and  Barbara  Gish  were  liv- 
ing now,  they  would  want  to  have  magazines  rather 
than  books,  as  central  in  the  minister's  reading  pro- 
gram." Books  will  always  be  important.  But  maga- 
zines have  their  contribution  too.  In  an  age  of  growing 
knowledge,  and  the  need  for  relating  the  truth  of  many 
different  fields  of  knowledge,  some  leaders  find  them- 
selves better  able  to  cover  the  total  interests  of  their 
world  by  following  magazines  from  month  to  month. 

Again,  if  a  community  or  school  library  is  supplying 
the  general  magazine  needs  of  adults,  the  church  will  be 
interested  only  in  church  and  religious  periodicals.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  dearth  of  community  li- 
brary service,  the  church  may  be  the  lighthouse  that 
keeps  its  people  in  touch  with  an  on-going  world  by 
supplying  a  rather  wide  range  of  periodicals  about  the 
affairs  of  daily  life.  Where  this  is  done,  the  church  can 
follow  the  practice  of  public  libraries  in  keeping  all 
current  copies  of  periodicals  in  the  reading  room,  but 
allowing  past  issues  to  be  checked  out  for  a  week  at  a 
time. 

On  Keeping  Old  Books  in  the  Library 

Because  a  book  is  old  is  no  sign  that  it  is  useless. 
Many  churches,  planning  to  take  a  new  start  on  their 
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church  library,  find  themselves  confronted  with  the  al- 
ready existing  library,  with  its  ten-,  twenty-,  or  even 
forty-year-old  aura  about  it. 

Seyen  counties  in  the  state  of  Michigan  recently  ob- 
served "Library  Day."  They  threw  away  905,000  books 
that  had  been  published  before  1930 — or  rather,  they 
sold  them  to  paper  mills;  and  with  the  funds  received, 
and  the  help  of  the  W.  H.  Kellogg  Foundation,  replaced 
them  with  new  and  useful  books. 

Every  church  planning  to  start  anew  will  find  that 
some  of  the  books  already  on  hand  are  still  good  books. 
Some  are  books,  given  as  gift  books  in  the  beginning, 
that  never  did  serve  a  vital  need  of  the  congregation. 
And  we  may  not  forget  that  the  new  is  ever  more  ap- 
pealing than  the  old — even  though  it  may  be  an  old 
truth  dressed  up  in  a  new  garb.  There  are  infinitely 
better  chances  of  getting  a  congregation  to  read  from  a 
library  that  is  kept  fresh  by  being  constantly  fed  from 
springs  of  new  ideas,  new  trends,  new  developments. 

On  Accepting  Gift  Books  for  the  Library 

This  is  an  appealing  idea,  because  many  persons  who 
would  hesitate  to  vote  money  out  of  an  already  slender 
church  treasury  are  responsive  to  an  individual  appeal 
to  contribute  a  book.  Indeed,  some  churches  have  ac- 
tually begun  an  active  library  program  on  the  basis  of 
getting  gifts  from  individuals — a  book  per  person,  from 
all  those  who  are  interested. 

A  problem  enters  in,  however,  for  many  promising 
church  libraries  have  been  choked  at  the  start  by  books 
given  from  home  libraries  that  have  outlived  their  use- 
fulness, or  by  choices  of  individuals  who  may  not  have 
wise  judgment  on  the  selection  of  the  book  given. 

If  the  gift  idea  really  appeals  to  your  church,  would  it 
not  be  possible  to  have  a  recommended  list,  prepared  by 
whatever  group  has  been  authorized  to  make  selections 
for  the  church,  and  ask  donors  to  select  from  this  list? 
Thus  the  library  will  be  protected;  and  once  the  policy 
becomes  established,  it  will  work  harmoniously  for  all. 

Who  Then  Shall  Pay  for  the  Books? 

Money  is  an  important  factor  in  setting  up  a  new  li- 
brary. How  shall  the  books  and  magazines  be  paid  for? 
Here  are  a  number  of  possibilities: 

1.  As  soon  as  possible,  the  library  will  do  best  if  it  is 
a  church-supported  project.  If  there  is  a  church  or 
Sunday-school  budget,  it  will  be  written  into  the  budget. 
Ten  or  twenty-five  dollars  the  first  year  will  go  a  long 
way  toward  making  a  start.  If  the  whole  church  pays 
the  bill,  the  whole  church  will  have  a  greater  interest  in 
its  new  child. 

2.  A  class,  or  some  group  such  as  men's  or  women's 
work,  may  decide  to  sponsor  the  idea,  appropriating 
money  from  their  funds  to  carry  through.  This  is  not 
quite  so  satisfactory,  but  many  times  a  new  idea  can  be 
better  launched  by  a  small  interested  group,  and  then 
later  turned  over  to  the  total  church  when  the  value  of 
the  project  is  fully  recognized.  Such  a  sponsor  group 
can  show  a  most  generous  spirit  if  it  is  willing  to  pro- 
mote the  idea,  pay  the  bill,  but  suggest  the  setting  up 
of  a  general  committee  that  will  really  represent  all 
interests  in  the  church. 

3.  In  a  few  cases,  where  neither  the  total  church  nor 
an  officially  recognized  group  in  the  church  is  ready  to 
begin,  a  small  group  of  interested  persons,  having  dis- 
covered they  have  a  common  enthusiasm,  can  go  a  long 
way  in  getting  a  library  started.  Here,  the  suggestions 
made  in  2  above  should  operate;  a  truly  generous  spirit 
will  be  willing  to  give  the  ball  a  push,  and  then  be  will- 


ing to  give  up  whenever  the  larger  group  is  ready  to 
take  it  over. 

4.  An  individual,  having  ample  financial  means  and 
willing  to  be  interested  in  such  a  valuable  contribution 
to  the  church's  life,  may  often  be  influenced  to  finance 
such  a  beginning  library.  This  likewise  is  worthy,  but 
needs  to  be  carefully  safeguarded  in  two  ways.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Hoover,  the  original  owner  of  the  Hoover 
Sweeper  Company,  gave  the  Christian  Century  the 
money  it  needed  to  start  its  journalistic  career,  and  sub- 
sidized it  for  many  years  while  it  was  having  financial 
troubles;  but  he  always  did  it  with  the  understanding 
that  the  magazine  should  always  be  completely  free  to 
speak  the  truth  as  the  editors  saw  it,  however  much 
they  might  disagree  with  his  own  personal  ideas.  He 
did  disagree,  violently  at  times,  but  never  used  the  au- 
thority he  might  have  summoned,  as  the  financial  spon- 
sor, to  say  how  the  paper  should  be  run.  Thus  must 
the  church  library  be  guarded!  Care  is  also  needed  at 
the  point  where  an  idea,  the  brain  child  of  one  person, 
tends  to  get  too  much  promotion.  It  is  better  to  use 
ideas  that  result  from  group  thinking,  which  are  there- 
fore supported  by  a  number  of  persons.  A  certain 
church,  built  and  endowed  by  a  rich  man  in  the  corn- 


Christmas  Gifts 

Omer  B.  Maphis,  Sales  Director  Brethren  Publishing  House 

This  matter  of  giving  presents  to  friends  and  rela- 
tives at  Christmas  time  has  developed  to  such  an  extent 
that  to  those  who  follow  this  practice,  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  keep  one's  sense  of  direction. 
Especially  this  year  there  seems  to  be  a  large  demand 
and  retail  sales  outlets  are  reporting  a  larger  volume  of 
business  than  previously  experienced. 

In  many  circles  gift  items  are  going  to  be  serious 
problems  because  of  the  general  condition  in  the  coun- 
try. 

However,  Brethren  people  can  well  pause  and  serious- 
ly consider  their  own  policy  and  procedure.  First,  to 
whom  shall  gifts  be  given  this  Christmas  and  what  kind 
shall  they  be? 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  always  in  place  to  consider 
the  worth  of  our  gifts.  Do  they  have  any  permanency 
or  will  they  soon  be  destroyed,  with  only  a  memory  that 
will  soon  be  gone? 

As  a  group  of  people  we  will  want  to  conserve  and 
make  permanent  our  gifts.  To  do  this  we  will  first  de- 
termine the  field  of  church  activities  and  plan  to  set 
aside  amounts  for  the  great  and  worthy  causes  such  as 
Conference  Budget,  Relief,  Civilian  Public  Service,  etc. 

Next  we  will  canvass  the  possibilities  without  losing 
our  sense  of  values.  Perhaps  a  Bible  will  be  valuable 
to  a  child,  a  friend,  a  companion  or  a  minister.  Then, 
too,  books  having  varying  worth  to  the  recipients — good 
books  are  cherished  long  after  the  occasion  that 
prompted  the  gift.  Magazine  subscriptions  will  be  peri- 
odic reminders  of  the  love  and  friendship  of  the  givers. 
We  can,  well — seriously  consider  this  problem  and  act 
accordingly. 

Your  own  church  Publishing  House  is  in  a  position  to 
supply  your  book,  Bible  or  magazine  needs.  In  fact,  we 
will  welcome  the  opportunity  for  offering  suggestions 
and  help. 
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munity  many  years  ago,  is  standing  almost  idle,  because 
the  people  of  the  community  have  never  felt  it  was 
theirs,  either  to  support  or  to  use. 

How  to  House  the  Library 

The  housing  is  not  so  important  as  are  the  books,  but 
it  is  a  factor.  Built-in  shelves  are  cheapest,  and  can  be 
made  by  carpenter-members  of  the  church.  If  more 
protection  from  dust  is  desired,  sectional  bookcases  can 
be  bought  as  they  are  needed.  The  book  cupboards  or 
cases  should  command  the  respect  of  the  church  mem- 
bership.They  should  not  have  the  appearance  of  cast- 
off  furniture. 

If  there  is  room  in  the  church,  a  table  or  tables  where 
individuals  could  sit  down  for  an  hour  or  two  to  browse, 
would  help.  Some  city  churches  could  well  experiment 
with  the  reading  room  idea;  many  of  our  rural  churches 
will  need  to  find  a  place  in  the  one-room  building  where 
the  books  are  easily  available. 

The  Librarian 

Some  churches  will  find  it  simplest  to  let  the  library 
be  self-serving.  In  such  cases,  a  memo  pad  or  blank 
sheet  posted  beside  the  library  shelves  will  be  ample — 
each  person  signing  up  for  the  books  he  wishes  to  take 
out,  and  also  the  date  when  they  are  to  return.  How- 
ever, even  Christian  people  are  forgetful.  Most  church- 
es will  find  it  more  practical  to  appoint  an  official  li- 
brarian who  will  have  some  system  of  cataloging  the 
books,  by  card  file  or  in  a  notebook,  and  of  making  a 
record  of  each  book  that  goes  out.  If  the  church  really 
plans  to  build  up  a  large  library  over  a  period  of  years, 
the  Dewey  decimal  system  may  be  used.  (Write  Breth- 
ren Loan  Library  for  details.)  For  most  libraries,  how- 
ever, a  much  simpler  plan  of  cards  in  a  pocket  in  the 
books,  which  can  be  removed,  plus  an  alphabetical  file 
to  receive  these  same  cards,  will  serve  the  need.  The 
librarian  will  also  need  to  keep  a  basic  list  or  file  of 
books  so  that  she  can  take  inventory  occasionally,  and 
make  a  round-up  of  lost  books. 

The  librarian's  qualifications  might  well  be  these: 

She  should  know  and  love  books  and  have  as  broad  a  basis  of 
intelligence  as  possible. 

She  will  have  a  pleasing,  friendly  personality  that  is  willing  1o 
serve  unstintingly. 

She  should  be  relieved  of  other  major  church  responsibilities 
in  order  to  do  this  task  successfully. 

If  she  is  expected  to  share  in  the  selection  of  books  and  period- 
icals, subscriptions  to  magazines  that  review  books  should  be 
provided  for  her.  The  Gospel  Messenger,  International  Journal 
of  Religious  Education,  Brethren  Publishing  House  Catalog,  Loan 
Library  Catalog,  and  Book  List  of  the  American  Library  Associ- 
ation are  all  possibilities. 

What  Rules  Shall  the  Library  Have? 

The  rules  will  be  as  few  and  simple  as  possible  and 
should  be  agreed  upon  by  the  people  who  are  to  use  the 
books,  rather  than  being  arbitrarily  "handed  down"  to 
them.    Here  are  some  samples: 

1.  Books  may  be  kept  for  two  weeks,  to  be  renewed  for  two 
more,  upon  request. 

2.  The  card  in  each  book  will  have  written  on  it  the  name  of 
fhe  borrower,  the  date  borrowed,  and  the  date  when  it  is  due. 
The  book  will  have  written  into  it  (on  a  slip  pasted  into  the  front 
inside  cover  of  the  book),  the  date  when  it  is  due. 

3.  Each  person  may  borrow.  ..  .books  at  a  time  (dependent 
on  the  size  of  the  library). 

4.  A  charge  of  2c  per  day  will  be  made  for  books  kept  over- 
time. 

5.  Books  lost  or  damaged  beyond  use  should  be  replaced  by 
the   borrower   if  possible. 

6.  Books  should  never  be  borrowed  in  a  home  where  there  is 


a  contagious  disease;  nor  returned  for  circulation  in  the  library 
where  a  contagious  disease  has  occurred  after  books  are  taken 
out.  If  such  occurrences  are  reported  to  the  librarian  replace- 
ment will  be  made  by  the  church. 

Getting  the  Books  Used 

But  who  will  use  the  books?  It  is  of  no  avail  to  go 
through  all  the  procedures  of  getting  a  library  selected, 
paid  for,  housed,  and  ready  for  use,  unless  there  are  peo- 
ple to  use  it.  And  many  times  the  statement  is  made, 
"Our  people  do  not  want  to  read!" 

Fortunately,  we  now  have  statistics  that  show  that 
people  do  want  to  read;*  that  even  rural  people  want  to 
read.  The  costly  survey  made  several  years  ago  showed 
that  if  the  books  are  available,  if  they  are  fresh  and  up- 
to-date,  if  they  are  in  the  field  of  everyday  interests  and 
human  problems,  people  do  want  to  read.  We  must 
therefore  carefully  guard  our  selection  of  books,  make 
them  easily  available,  and  we  can  count  on  a  good  re- 
sponse. The  first  year  should  not  be  considered  a  final 
test  of  the  idea.  Educators  sometimes  say  it  takes  fifty 
years  to  get  a  new  educational  idea  across.  But  cer- 
tain little  practical  things  can  be  done,  even  during  the 
first  year,  that  will  cause  people  to  rise  quickly  to  a  new 
opportunity.  However,  publicity  ideas  do  take  some 
time  to  carry  out,  and  it  is  at  this  point  where  a  library 
committee  can  be  of  help.  If  a  person  or  two  in  the 
committee  can  have  specific  responsibility  to  carry 
through  certain  publicity  ideas,  they  can  do  a  better 
job  and  will  not  overburden  the  librarian  with  sole  re- 
sponsibility.   Here  are  possibilities: 

1.  A  typed  or  written  list  on  the  church  inside  bul- 
letin board,  of  all  books;  or,  of  new  books  recently  added 
to  the  library. 

2.  Book  jackets  of  new  books  displayed  on  the  bul- 
letin board. 

3.  Listing  in  the  church  program  (if  you  have  a 
printed  or  mimeographed  one)  of  new  books  as  they 
are  added.  Also,  the  calling  of  attention  to  older  books 
dealing  with  some  problem  of  current  interest. 

4.  Reference  by  minister,  superintendent,  and  all  oth- 
er leaders,  in  their  groups  to  new  and  interesting  books 
and  articles  and  pamphlets  that  are  available.  An  in- 
teresting word  about  the  author,  a  few  lines  read  from 
the  book  that  will  lead  the  reader-to-be  on  in  interest, 
or  a  terse  synopsis  of  the  book,  centered  around  a  hu- 
man problem — and  the  trick  is  done! 

5.  Book  reviews  in  classes  and  groups.  Here  careful 
work  needs  to  be  done.  Some  book  reviews  draw  peo- 
ple to  a  book;  others  drive  them  away. 

6.  A  book  table  or  tables  in  a  convenient  place  where 
adults,  young  people  and  children  may  browse  before 
or  after  church.  New  and  attractive  books  particularly 
should  be  kept  on  the  browsing  tables. 

7.  First  readers — persons  of  influence  in  the  church 
who  are  asked  by  the  committee  to  be  first  readers  of 
books,  and  then  to  report,  in  interested  groups,  their  re- 
action to  the  book  read. 

8.  "Book  Week,"  when  the  whole  church  is  encour- 
aged to  read.  National  Book  Week  is  now  observed  in 
America  each  November.  Schools,  libraries,  and  clubs 
are  already  promoting  the  idea,  and  churches  might  well 
time  their  efforts  with  this  general  celebration.  Watch 
your  church  paper  for  an  announcement  of  the  exact 
date  in  November  in  any  given  year. 


Rural  America  Reads.     Humble.     In  the  Elgin  Loan  Library. 
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9.  A  Reading  Contest:  This  idea  has  some  doubtful 
features,  but  the  element  of  friendly  competition  in  a 
group  or  between  two  groups,  such  as  classes,  will  often 
bring  rich  and  unexpected  results.  Such  a  program 
should  extend  over  a  month  or  two,  should  provide 
enough  books  that  are  suitable  for  the  group  that  is  to 
do  the  reading,  and  should  not  urge  competition  to  the 
point  where  things  are  meaninglessly  read  but  not  di- 
gested. Don't  try  this  one  unless  you  feel  nothing  else 
will  work! 

Conclusion 

Schools,  universities,  learning  centers  everywhere  are 
recognizing  the  importance  of  the  printed  page.  The 
American  people  have  learned  to  read;  we  need  only  to 
open  to  them  the  rich  resources  of  truth  stored  for 
them,  and  they  will  find  their  way  to  new  and  ampler 
ways  of  living  the  Christian  religion.  In  conclusion, 
quoting  from  Erasmus,  that  great  Christian  scholar,  "If 
I  get  any  money,  I  will  buy  books;  if  there  is  any  money 
left,  I  shall  buy  bread." 

Let  the  church  help  to  fill  the  unmet  need  of  the 
40,000,000  people  who  have  no  books.  Let  her  strength- 
en her  own  life  as  an  institution  by  building  her  leaders, 
and  by  teaching  her  own  people,  through  the  printed 
page,  the  story  of  the  past  and  the  promise  of  the  fu- 
ture! For  "ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall 
make  you  free!" 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Brethren  and  Civilian  Service 

Scripture:     Acts  11:25-30 
Sunday,  December  28 
Note:    You  should  have  Civilian  Public  Service,  Gen- 
eral Information  Bulletin  of  April  9,  1941;  also  picture 
folder  of  Magnolia  camp  and  other  free  materials.  Write 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  Elgin,  Illinois. 

1.  What  is  the  faith  of  the  conscientious  objector?  See 
pages  2  and  3  of  the  above  leaflet  on  Civilian  Public 
Service. 

2.  What  are  the  aims  and  objectives  of  the  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps?     See  page  4. 

3.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
camps?     See  top  of  page  4. 

4.  For  how  many  camps  are  we  responsible? 

There  are  now  twenty-two  camps  with  others  open- 
ing soon.  The  Brethren  Service  Committee  is  responsi- 
ble for  four  and  jointly  responsible  with  the  Mennonites 
for  two  others.  They  are  Lagro,  Indiana;  Magnolia, 
Arkansas;  Kane,  Pennsylvania;  Stronach,  Michigan. 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  Cascade  Locks,  Oregon,  are  operated 
jointly.  There  were  in  Brethren  camps  on  Nov.  1,  273 
men;  40  had  already  been  discharged.  One  hundred 
sixty-five  of  the  273  were  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Sixteen  Brethren  were  in  other  C.  P.  S.  camps 
on  that  date. 

5.  What  is  the  cost,  and  who  pays?  See  pages  6  and 
7. 

6.  What  are  the  challenge  and  the  response?  See 
pages  7  and  8. 

7.  What  are  you  doing  for  this  program?  How  many 
boys  have  gone  or  are  going  to  C.  P.  S.  camps  from  your 
community?    How  much  money  has  your  church  raised? 

8.  What  are  Brethren  Service  Certificates?  What  is 
the  Stamp  Card  plan?  (For  this  information  see  your 
pastor  or  local  Brethren  Service  secretary.) 


Report  of  a  Year's  Relief  Work  in  England 

(Continued  From  Page  13) 

Our  work  falls  under  two  general  headings:  the  work 
for  the  bombed  and  the  work  for  the  imprisoned.  The 
first  was  purely  an  unofficial  effort  that  arose  out  of  the 
awful  conditions  when  the  bombing  of  cities  began.  The 
governmental  agencies  were  paralyzed  and  the  volun- 
teers were  not  many.  Later  the  government  organized 
relief  and  planned  the  evacuation  and  housing  compe- 
tently. But  in  the  early  days  shelters  were  poor,  if  any; 
there  was  no  provision  for  those  who  lost  their  clothing; 
no  arrangements  to  feed  those  whose  only  home  was  an 
air-raid  shelter,  to  say  nothing  of  intelligent  organiza- 
tion of  entertainment  or  education  for  long  hours  under- 
ground. 

We  worked  with  the  Mennonite  relief  workers,  with 
the  FAU  (Friends'  Ambulance  Unit),  with  the  various 
pastors  in  the  east  end  of  London  and  in  other  towns 
where  the  blows  happened  to  fall  and  we  were  on  hand. 
The  usual  situation  was:  the  unexpected  raid  with  the 
attendant  disruption  of  transportation,  communication 
and  commerce;  this  was  followed  by  the  resulting  gen- 
eral confusion  and  the  distress  inevitable  when  whole 
areas  were  deprived  of  homes,  clothing,  food,  contact 
with  friends  and  relatives.  Naturally  it  took  the  au- 
thorities some  days  to  catch  up  with  the  situation  and 
in  the  meantime  families  were  in  great  distress. 

In  these  circumstances  we  furnished  raincoats,  blan- 
kets, buckets,  bus  fares,  clothing  of  all  kinds,  books, 
services  of  a  person  to  contact  missing  members  of  fam- 
ilies and  friends.  As  a  result  of  one  raid  we  bought 
eighteen  mackintoshes,  twelve  four-gallon  tureens  of 
soup,  twenty-four  blankets  and  coverlets,  and  thirty-six 
buckets. 

The  principal  opportunity  for  the  individual  and  in- 
dependent relief  agency  is  in  the  emergency.  The  Men- 
nonite workers  received  their  food  truck  a  few  days  be- 
fore the  Liverpool  raid.  They  were  sent  there  when  the 
blow  struck  and  for  eight  days  worked  day  and  night 
and  were  most  helpful.  One  never  knows  where  the 
blow  will  fall  and  the  greatest  good  can  be  done  by 
being  prepared  to  meet  the  emergency  and  relieve  the 
distress  until  the  government  can  get  under  way  with 
their  capable  administration  and  huge  supplies. 

The  work  under  the  second  heading  may  also  be  di- 
vided into  two  classes — the  work  with  prisoners  of  war 
and  the  work  with  the  interned  civilians.  There  are 
both  German  and  Italian  prisoners  and  the  internees  are 
largely  German  and  Italian.  Yet  there  are  twenty- 
eight  different  nationalities  represented  in  the  groups. 
This  makes  the  language  problem  a  serious  one.  We  fi- 
nally found  a  secretary  who  can  take  dictation  in  Eng- 
lish, German,  Italian,  French  and  Spanish.  She  is  most 
helpful  in  the  work. 

The  method  of  the  work  has  been  described  in  an  ear- 
lier article.  Since  writing  that  the  figures  of  the  ma- 
terial furnished  have  been  compiled.  The  camps  re- 
ceived the  following: 

Books  of  all  types,  31,466;  these  were  censored, 
cleaned,  rebound  if  necessary  and  recorded. 

Musical  instruments,  215;  these  include  pianos  and  or- 
chestra instruments. 

Indoor  games,  $320. 

Outdoor  games,  $876. 

Blackboards,  74. 

Crayon,  46  gross. 

Exercise  books,  64  gross. 
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Prayer  books,  6,000. 

Materials  for  handwork,  $590. 

This  represents  the  approximate  amount  furnished 
semiannually  in  co-operation  with  the  Friends. 

Besides  this  we  conduct  the  correspondence  for  Ger- 
man students  who  are  continuing  their  courses  under 
the  tutoring  of  their  professors  and  teachers  in  Ger- 
many.   This  is  really  a  huge  task. 

The  prayer  books  were  presented  by  the  Mennonite 
Central  Committee  and  were  compiled  by  ourselves  in 
co-operation  with  an  interned  and  an  imprisoned  pastor. 
They  contain  a  useful  diary. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  provision  of  artificial 
limbs  and  eyes  for  the  wounded.  We  also  acted  for  the 
British  Red  Cross  in  providing  Braille  watches,  games, 
writing  paper,  and  teachers  to  instruct  the  blind  in  the 
Braille  system. 

Much  of  the  most  useful  work  will  never  reach  the 
pages  of  any  report.  But  there  is  enough  given  in  this 
brief  summary  to  make  one  realize  how  fortunate  we 
were  to  be  on  the  scene  of  action  where  we  could  help 
as  much  as  we  did.  The  difficult  part  is  to  realize  how 
much  was  left  undone.  We  hope  that  such  situations 
will  help  us  plan  better  in  the  future. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


History  of  the  Antioch  Church 

See  Picture  on  Cover  Page 

Very  little  has  ever  been  written  about  the  history  of 
the  Antioch  church.  What  is  given  here  is  mostly  from 
a  short  history  which  was  written  by  a  committee  for 
our  B.Y.P.D.  The  committee  consisted  of  Frances  Lay- 
man Garber,  Lucille  Ikenberry  Barnhart  and  Harry 
Jackson.  Too,  I  gleaned  some  from  a  history  written 
by  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell.  The  information  was  gathered 
mostly  from  old  people  who  are  still  clear-minded,  and 
who  remember  the  stories  of  the  beginning  of  Antioch. 

The  Old  Carolina  road,  which  was  the  road  for  travel 
from  north  to  south,  passes  near  this  church,  and  it  was 
near  this  place  that  the  Brethren  first  settled. 

In  1765  when  the  first  Brethren  preacher  came  to  this 
county,  a  number  of  German  families  had  already 
settled  here.  The  land  was  free  and  this  was  an  induce- 
ment to  settle  for  the  newly  arrived  immigrants  from 
Germany,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  Others,  traveling 
south  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  and  stopping 
overnight,  liked  the  friendliness  of  these  people  and 
settled  here. 

The  first  Brethren  preacher  in  the  county  was  Eld. 
Jacob  Miller,  who  came  about  1765  and  stayed  until 
1800.  He  was  not  a  scholar,  but  a  man  who  knew  his 
Bible  and  the  people;  he  lived  his  Christianity  and 
talked  in  language  that  all  understood.  He  rode  horse- 
back over  the  mountains,  preaching  the  gospel,  thus 
laying  the  foundations  for  the  surrounding  congrega- 
tions in  Franklin  County. 

In  those  days  dwelling  houses  and  barns  were  used 
as  meetinghouses.  The  writer  of  this  article  remem- 
bers hearing  his  grandfather  tell  of  meetings  held  in 
his  barn  the  second  Sundays  in  January  and  July. 
This  barn  is  still  standing  and  is  in  good  condition. 

One  important  meeting  in  this  community  was  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  1797.  Three  places  in  the  county 
seem  to  compete  for  this  distinction.  One  tradition, 
which  is  probably  true,  has  it  that  the  meeting  was 
held  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Flora  near  the  Antioch 


church.  It  is  said  services  were  held  in  the  open  field 
and  the  speakers  stood  under  an  apple  tree. 

In  1870  a  division  of  this  territory  was  made,  but 
only  one  congregation  had  a  church  house.  Many  of 
the  early  members  had  to  go  to  Bethlehem  to  church. 
Later  the  members  were  divided  up  according  to  main 
roads.  The  membership  of  Antioch  at  this  time  num- 
bered seventy-five. 

The  Antioch  church  house  was  built  by  Henry  Ander- 
son, assisted  by  members  in  their  spare  time.  The 
building  was  a  large  one-room  frame  building.  An 
upstairs  which  was  over  the  auditorium  was  used  as  a 
sleeping  place  for  those  coming  a  distance  for  the 
two-day  communion.     Later  a  kitchen  was  added. 

In  1881  there  seemed  to  be  a  division  of  thought 
among  the  members.  Two  men  from  Ohio  explained 
the  differences,  which  involved  the  following  seven 
points:  dress  reform,  education,  the  paid  ministry, 
single  mode  of  feet  washing,  series  of  meetings,  Sun- 
day schools,  missions. 

After  the  discussion  it  was  decided  those  opposed  to 
the  above-mentioned  points  should  withdraw  to  the 
kitchen.  Eleven  withdrew  to  the  kitchen.  Although 
only  eleven  of  the  members  thus  withdrew,  three  of 
these  were  ministers.  But  two  ministers,  Jerry  Barn- 
hart  and  Riley  Flora,  remained  with  the  Brethren. 

For  some  time  both  groups  held  services  in  Antioch. 
Later  the  Old  Order  Brethren  sold  their  interest  in  the 
Antioch  building. 

The  first  Sunday  school  of  the  Antioch  church  did  not 
begin  in  the  church  house,  but  in  a  near-by  schoolhouse. 
In  1900  a  union  Sunday  school  was  started  in  the 
Maple  Branch  schoolhouse.  Most  of  the  teachers  were 
Brethren,  including  George  Naff,  superintendent,  and 
H.  A.  Flora,  chorister.  The  Bible  was  the  textbook. 
This  school  came  to  an  end  in  1903  when  they  met  in 
the  church.  B.  F.  Flora  was  the  first  superintendent 
and  Miranda  Jackson  the  first  women's  teacher. 

From  the  first  Antioch  was  quite  active  in  mission- 
ary work.  Some  of  the  missions  supported  were:  Snow 
Creek,  Spray,  New  Bethel,  Schoolfield  and  other  places 
in  Patrick  Henry  and  Pittsylvania  counties.  Near 
home  preaching  was  done  in  schoolhouses;  namely, 
Henry  Fork,  Shealors,  Rocky  Knoll,  Mountain  View 
and  Bethany. 

Since  Antioch's  organization  the  church  has  had  but 
four  elders  in  charge,  namely:  Joel  Naff,  Riley  Flora, 
J.  A.  Naff  and  C.  A.  Flora.  Joel  Naff  lived  in  the 
Bethlehem  congregation  and  got  to  Antioch  only  for 
church  councils  and  other  special  meetings.  Just  be- 
fore the  death  of  Joel  Naff,  Riley  Flora  was  made  elder 
in  charge  and  served  until  his  health  failed.  He  served 
in  this  capacity  for  about  forty  years. 

In  1885  John  Ote  Boone  and  B.  E.  Kesler  were  elected 
to  the  ministry;  S.  M.  Ikenberry,  Charley  Montgomery 
and  Lewis  Brubaker  in  1890. 

In  1901  Isaac  Bowman  moved  from  the  Bethlehem 
congregation  and  has  been  active  in  the  work.  He  is 
the  only  one  of  the  older  ministers  now  living,  being 
eighty-eight  years  old  and  remarkably  alert  for  one  of 
his  age. 

In  1904  J.  A.  Naff  and  Joe  Bowman  were  called  to 
the  ministry.  Joe  Bowman  moved  to  Maryland  in  1920 
where  he  continues  to  work.  J.  A.  Naff  has  served 
quite  effectively  as  presiding  elder  for  many  years. 

In  1908  Z.  E.  Mitchell  moved  into  the  congregation 
and  has  ably  assisted  in  the  work. 
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In  June  1918  plans  were  made  to  build  a  new  church. 
While  the  old  building  was  being  torn  down  services 
were  held  in  a  warehouse  at  Dugwell.  The  new  church 
was  dedicated  the  first  Sunday  in  November  of  1919. 

Since  then  a  cradle  roll,  home  department,  junior 
league,  aid  society,  B.Y.P.D.  and  men's  organization 
have  been  quite  active. 

In  more  recent  years  several  ministers  have  been 
elected:  Brethren  C.  A.  Flora,  S.  H.  Flora,  M.  E.  Cling- 
enpeel,  Berkley  Bowman,  F.  B.  Layman,  W.  M.  Bow- 
man, Earl  Mitchell  and  Olden  Mitchell.  Of  this  last 
number,  S.  H.  Flora,  M.  E.  Clingenpeel,  Berkley  Bow- 
man and  the  Mitchell  brothers  have  gone  to  other  fields 
of  labor. 

In  1937  Bro.  Sam  Beeghly  from  Missouri  came  into 
our  congregation  and  is  now  active  in  the  ministry. 
Many  of  Antioch's  young  people  have  served  on  dis- 
trict and  regional  cabinets.  Most  of  her  ministers  have 
served  at  district  and  Annual  Conferences. 

In  1939  a  new  grand  piano  was  purchased.  There 
has  been  a  tremendous  growth  in  recent  years.  The 
congregation  has  more  than  doubled  within  eleven 
years.  The  1940  figures  show  a  membership  of  710. 
The  basement  has  been  improved  recently.  Other  im- 
provements include  Sunday-school  rooms,  baptistry 
and  choir  loft.  This  last  was  dedicated  the  first  Sun- 
day in  November  of  this  year. 

Much  more  could  be  written  about  the  faithful 
deacons  and  lay  members  who  have  added  to  Antioch's 
growth.  Antioch  has  no  pastor,  but  the  men's  organ- 
ization has  done  much  to  share  the  burden  of  the  min- 
istry in  recent  years  by  furnishing  cars  to  take  them  to 
the  mission  points  to  preach.  In  addition,  home  mis- 
sions looks  after  the  minister's  travel  and  time  when 
he  visits  the  sick  or  looks  after  the  interests  of  the 
church. 

Rocky  Mount,  Va.  F.  B.  Layman. 


calling  for  fewer  men  and  not  so  many  reserves,  it  is  felt 
that  La  Verne  can  continue  to  offer  worthy  competition 
to  the  other  colleges  of  the  area.  Cross  country  running 
on  a  varsity  basis  may  be  introduced.  The  intramural 
program  will  be  enlarged  and  will  include  such  sports 
as  touch  football  for  boys,  speedball  for  girls,  volley 
ball,  badminton,  softball,  tennis,  and  archery. — News 
Release,  La  Verne  College,  Nov.  19,  1941. 


New  Athletic  Program  at  La  Verne  College 

La  Verne  College  will  discontinue  intercollegiate  foot- 
ball, at  least  for  the  period  of  the  national  emergency, 
according  to  a  decision  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

President  C.  Ernest  Davis,  in  announcing  the  decision, 
stated  that  the  committee  considered  the  following  fac- 
tors: First,  the  present  emergency  is  depleting  the  ranks 
of  upper  division  men  qualified  to  play  football.  Five 
lettermen  of  the  1940  squad  were  called  by  Selective 
Service  and  four  more  players  were  held  out  by  in- 
creased work  opportunities;  second,  the  number  of  play- 
ers that  is  possible  under  present  conditions  is  not  large 
enough  to  eliminate  grave  physical  hazards.  This  sea- 
son the  college  carried  on  with  a  squad  of  twenty  which 
did  not  allow  sufficient  substitutions  for  rest  and  the 
overcoming  of  fatigue.  Third,  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation desires  that  physical  education  teachers  should 
have  a  well  rounded  training  in  sports  and  recreational 
activities  rather  than  just  varsity  experience  in  inter- 
collegiate sports.  As  an  institution  educating  teachers, 
La  Verne  desires  to  improve  in  this  respect.  Fourth, 
the  money  spent  on  football,  if  spent  in  support  of  other 
varsity  sports  and  intramural  and  physical  education 
activities,  will  benefit  a  much  larger  group  of  students. 

Intercollegiate  competition  in  basketball,  baseball, 
track,  and  tennis  will  be  continued,  for  in  these  sports, 


Old  Cutlery,  Used  for  About  100  Years  in  the 

Meadow  Branch  Church  of  the  Brethren 

Near  Westminster,  Maryland 

The  Meadow  Branch  congregation  has  been  making 
some  improvements  in  its  furnishings.  Among  other 
things,  our  old  knives  and  forks,  used  here  for  almost 
a  century,  were  being  disposed  of  and  replaced  by  one 
of  the  best  grades  of  stainless  steel.  One  knife  and  one 
fork  of  these,  long  used  yet  in  good  condition,  were 
ordered  to  be  placed  in  our  County  Historical  So- 
ciety's rare  collection  in  their  own  large  building  in 
Westminster. 

It  is  not  to  give  the  history  of  these  time-aged  steel 
hammered  knives  and  forks,  still  in  fine  preservation, 
that  we  write;  but  in  an  honest  way  to  set  down  the 
dreamlike  vision  and  the  innumerable  associations  en- 
twined about  the  successive  generations  of  the  families 
still  extant  as  members  of  the  Meadow  Branch  church 
and  still  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  unfeigned 
courtesy  in  this  growing  and  highly  respected  congre- 
gation. With  unity  of  design  as  a  well-written  novel,  a 
family,  loyal  to  this  church,  comes  seething  from  my 
thought  as  of  paramount  importance,  the  well-known 
and  highly  respected  Royer  family.  Four  generations 
have  sacred  memories  of  those  living  as  well  as  those 
gone  before,  making  use,  especially  at  love  feast  time,  of 
these  old  knives  and  forks.  Namely,  Peter  Royer,  the 
father  of  John  Royer,  whose  daughter  Ruth  married 
E.  M.  Bish,  father  of  Fannie  Bish  Royer,  mother  of 
Charles  Royer,  deceased.  Co-ordinating  in  importance 
as  to  the  permanence  and  prosperity  of  the  Meadow 
Branch  congregation,  which  has  used  these  rare  knives 
and  forks,  there  are  five  generations  of  Roops.  David 
Roop,  the  father  of  John  D.  and  David  J.  Roop.  Wil- 
liam E.  Roop  is  a  son  of  John  D.  and  also  father  of 
John  D.  Roop,  Jr.,  who  is  the  father  of  Louise,  Eliza- 
beth, Roger,  and  Carroll  Roop. 

There  are  four  generations  of  the  noble  and  loyal 
Geiman  family.  David  Geiman  was  a  deacon  and  the 
father  of  William  H.  Geiman,  a  very  active  deacon  also, 
and  the  father  of  May,  Rose,  Eugenia,  Harry,  Charles, 
Lottie,  Madeline  and  Edna  who  married  Bucher  John, 
who  is  the  mother  of  Madeline  and  Jean  John. 

The  Petrys  have  five  successive  loyal  generations  too. 
Michael  Petry  was  the  father  of  Jacob  Petry,  known  as 
a  very  conscientious  deacon  in  all  his  church  activities, 
who  was  the  father  of  David  M.  Petry,  father  of  Her- 
bert, who  is  the  father  of  Herbert  Petry,  Jr.,  David  and 
Mary  Catherine  Hoff. 

The  Bixlers  are  a  notable  family  of  four  generations. 
Uriah  Bixler  was  elder  in  charge  of  this  congregation 
for  nearly  three  decades.  He  was  the  father  of  Mollie 
Bixler  Englar,  mother  of  Marie  Beard,  mother  of 
Hazel  Beard. 

Youngs  also  come  in  for  four  generations.  John 
Young  was  the  father  of  David  M.,  father  of  Hattie 
who    married    Samuel   Bare,    who    are   the    parents   of 
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Margaret  Bare  Garner,  and  a  number  of  brothers  and 
sisters. 

The  Myers  family  began  membership  here  about  the 
time  of  the  founding  of  this  congregation.  Samuel 
Myers  was  the  father  of  Annie  Myers  Bixler,  mother 
of  Ruth  Bixler  Wantz,  mother  of  Harold  Wantz. 

These  progenitors  of  the  above-named  generations 
struck  out  a  path  for  themselves  and  others,  with  full 
faith  and  confidence.  To  them  the  church  was  the 
treasure  house,  from  which  would  come  lively  gems  of 
gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones  to  build  the  spiritual 
empire,  arising  from  obedience  to,  "Go  into  all  the 
world  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  teaching  them  to 
observe  all  things." 

This  reverie  is  written  to  honor  and  inspire  those 
who  have  founded  and  those  who  still  continuously 
maintain  the  Meadow  Branch  congregation,  hereby  dis- 
tributing among  those  who  prize  rare  knives  and  forks 
for  safe  keeping  the  memorial  of  a  very  notable  church. 

Meadow  Branch,  Md.  William  E.  Roop. 


Eastern  Region  Camp  Leaders'  Conference 

The  first  Eastern  Region  Camp  Leaders'  Conference 
of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  will  be  held  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  College,  Jan.  1-3,  1942. 

The  conference,  which  is  planned  to  serve  the  five 
state  districts  of  Pennsylvania — the  territory  of  Camp 
Harmony,  Camp  Conewago  and  Camp  Stardust,  should 
prove  of  immeasurable  value  to  the  leaders  and  pros- 
pective leaders  of  the  camps  in  the  area. 

In  this  first  attempt  to  bring  together  camp  managers, 
deans,  directors,  counselors,  teachers,  and  prospective 
leaders  of  the  Eastern  Region,  Raymond  R.  Peters,  Al- 
vin  Brightbill,  and  Ruth  Rinehart  will  join  with  local 
leaders  in  presenting  a  rich  and  varied  program  vital 
to  the  needs  and  interests  of  all  those  who  are  associ- 
ated with  the  summer  camping  program. 

No  one  questions  any  longer  the  value  of  the  camp 
program.  In  fact  it  has  become  so  significant  in  the 
development  of  our  young  people  that  camp  directors 
are  constantly  challenged  to  produce  adequate  leader- 
ship— leadership  that  can  stimulate  the  growth  of  young 
people,  that  can  discover  potentialities,  that  can  pro- 
duce an  awareness  of  the  tremendous  responsibilities 
facing  the  youth  of  today  and  the  need  for  accompany- 
ing proper  guidance.  The  endeavor  to  meet  this  need 
is  the  purpose  of  the  conference  in  which  seminars  have 
been  arranged  for  each  phase  of  the  camping  program. 

Plan  to  attend  the  conference.  Register  by  writing 
to  Galen  Kilhefner,  director  of  the  conference,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa.,  before  Dec.  15.  The  total  cost  is  $1.75 
for  meals — there  will  be  no  other  charges. 

Swarthmore,  Pa.  Wilma  Stern,  Secretary. 


Spiritual  Life  Institute,  Bridgewater  College 

Jan.  4-9,  1942 

For  more  than  a  half  century  Bridgewater  College 
has  conducted  a  Spiritual  Life  Institute  for  its  students 
and  faculty,  the  ministers  of  the  church,  and  lay  lead- 
ers in  church  life.  In  addition  to  the  speakers  already 
announced — Brethren  D.  W.  Kurtz,  M.  R.  Zigler,  and 
William  M.  Beahm — the  institute  will  bring  to  the  cam- 
pus as  guest  leaders  Miss  Ruth  Shriver,  Brother  and 
Sister  Frank  H.  Crumpacker,  Bro.  N.  M.  Shideler,  Bro. 


Ralph  E.  White,  and  Dr.  Paul  Comly  French,  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  National  Service  Board  for  Religious 
Objectors,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Three  series  of  conferences  running  through  the  in- 
stitute period  will  supplement  the  formal  addresses  of 
the  guest  speakers.  One  will  be  a  series  of  forums  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  A.  Stauffer  Curry  on  the  problem,  The 
Church  Reaching  the  Whole  of  Human  Life.  Another 
will  be  devoted  to  pastoral  problems  under  the  general 
direction  of  Bro.  Ralph  E.  White.  A  third  will  consider 
the  relation  of  the  Protestant  church  to  world  recon- 
struction, with  representatives  of  various  Protestant 
faiths  participating. 

Further  details  of  the  institute  are  now  being  form- 
ulated and  will  be  available  shortly.  In  addition  to  the 
addresses  and  conferences,  a  musical  program  of  con- 
siderable interest  is  being  arranged. 

Bridgewater,  Va.  Morley  J.  Mays. 


Women's  Work  in  Middle  Indiana 

The  women  of  Middle  Indiana  met  in  the  Pike  Creek 
church  (Monticello)  on  Friday  afternoon  and  evening, 
Oct.  10,  1941,  in  connection  with  the  district  conference 
of  Middle  Indiana.  Women  from  twenty-five  different 
churches  were  present  to  enjoy  the  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration of  the  meetings.  We  were  glad  to  have  Sis- 
ter Minnie  Bright  with  us  for  both  meetings.  Her 
talks  were  much  appreciated  by  the  women.  She  re- 
lated to  us  many  of  her  actual  experiences  in  China 
the  past  few  years. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  secretary,  the  past  year 
has  been  an  active  one  for  women's  work.  During  the 
past  few  years  we  have  earnestly  tried  to  have  an  ac- 
tive women's  organization  in  every  church  in  Middle 
Indiana.  During  the  past  year  the  cabinet  has  visited 
eight  local  groups.  The  special  visits  of  the  district 
cabinet  to  the  local  groups  have  done  much  to  promote 
this  work.  This  is  shown  by  the  renewed  interest  in 
our  national  project  and  in  the  response  in  sending  in 
the  yearly  reports.  All  but  one  church  responded  this 
year  toward  helping  in  the  district  work.  The  amount 
given  this  year  to  the  national  project  was  $955.27.  Al- 
ready over  $230  has  come  in  since  March  1  on  the  new 
year's  work. 

For  the  past  few  years  several  of  our  women  have 
felt  the  need  of  an  additional  project  for  our  women. 
Last  year  an  offering  of  $52  was  lifted  as  a  foundation 
for  a  Student  Minister's  Loan  Fund.  During  the  year 
the  president,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Shively,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  work  out  a  plan  whereby  a  project  of  this 
kind  could  be  carried  on  by  our  women.  The  com- 
mittee made  the  following  report  at  district  meeting; 
the  committee  recommends  that  the  women  of  the  dis- 
trict be  responsible  for  one  ministerial  scholarship  to 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary  amounting  to  $250  yearly. 
The  student  or  students  receiving  this  scholarship  shall 
be  chosen  by  Bethany  with  the  approval  of  our  Mission- 
Ministerial  Board  of  Middle  Indiana.  Applicants  should 
apply  to  the  president  of  Bethany.  This  plan  will  be 
worked  out  by  the  cabinet  and  the  money  apportioned 
to  the  churches. 

It  was  decided  that  the  offerings  lifted  at  the  women's 
meetings  be  used  on  this  project.  The  afternoon  offer- 
ing amounted  to  $44.95  and  the  evening  offering  to 
$22.03,  making  a  total  of  $66.98.  This  added  to  the 
$52.00  from  last  year  makes  a  total  of  $118.98. 

The  women  also  decided  to  co-operate  with  Northern 
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Indiana  in  sending  cookies  to  the  boys  at  Camp  La- 
gro.  Each  aid  society  will  be  assigned  a  week,  during 
which  they  are  to  send  cookies  to  the  boys  at  Camp 
Lagro. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Gilbert  was  elected  as  Director  of  Home 
Builders  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

Efne  S.  Douglass,  District  Secretary. 

Bringhurst,  Ind. 


Florida  District  Meeting 

The  district  conference  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
convened  in  the  Tampa  church,  Oct.  10-12.  A  goodly 
number  were  in  attendance  at  all  the  sessions  and  a 
splendid  spirit  prevailed  throughout.  Friday  evening 
the  women's  work  of  the  district  had  charge  of  a  most 
interesting  program.  Saturday  forenoon  Bro.  A.  D. 
Crist,  Bro.  H.  M.  Landis  and  Sister  S.  W.  Bail  were 
among  the  speakers  who  brought  us  helpful  messages 
on  The  Minister  as  God's  Builder. 

Building  With  Christ  was  the  theme  of  our  meeting, 
based  on  Eph.  2:20-22;  Matt.  7:24  and  John  5:17. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  Bro.  J.  D.  Reish  of  Lorida 
leave  the  district.  He  is  moving  to  Virginia  where  he 
will  accept  a  pastorate.  He  has  served  on  our  district 
ministerial  board  for  nine  years  and  has  had  charge  of 
the  Sunnyland  church  at  Lorida. 

Bro.  Philip  Lauver  was  elected  member  of  Standing 
Committee  for  1942,  with  Bro.  A.  D.  Crist  alternate.  Bro. 
F.  M.  Hollenberg  will  be  moderator  of  our  district  con- 
ference next  year,  which  will  be  held  in  the  Okeechobee 
church. 

Winter  Park,  Fla.  Chester  E.  Shuler,  Clerk. 


Idaho  Brethren  District  Rally 

Many  young  people  and  adult  church  workers  from  various 
churches  of  the  state  attended  a  very  inspirational  and  instruc- 
tive district  Thanksgiving  rally  at  the  First  Brethren  church, 
held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  After  a  few  words  of  wel- 
come, by  F.  G.  Edwards  of  the  local  congregation,  Samuel  Bol- 
linger from  Emmett  gave  an  inspiring  opening  address  on  The 
Builder  of  Christianity,  pointing  out  that  Christ  is  still  building 
his  church  in  our  day.  Walter  S.  Coffman  from  Fruitland, 
district  secretary  of  religious  education,  gave  an  instructive 
address  on  One  Generation  to  Another.  He  urged  Sunday- 
school  teachers  to  take  more  seriously  their  responsibility  to 
the  coming  generation.  "The  time  to  prepare  a  Sunday-school 
lesson  is  not  late  on  Saturday  evening,"  said  he,  "but  it  should 
be  on  Monday  so  one  can  mill  it  over  in  the  mind  for  a  week 
and  relate  it  to  the  life  of  the  pupils." 

Gerald  Wallace  of  the  Twin  Falls  high  school  addressed  the 
early  Thursday  morning  session  on  A  Challenge  to  Youth.  He 
asked  some  very  pointed  questions:  Can  you  think?  Can  you 
work?  Do  you  have  faith  that  our  world  can  be  changed? 
The  visitors  attended  the  union  thanksgiving  service  of  the  city 
and  many  words  of  appreciation  for  that  fine  service  were 
heard  at  the  dinner  at  noon  when  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
people  partook  of  a  fine  Thanksgiving  dinner  prepared  by  the 
ladies  of  the  church. 

The  afternoon  session  was  given  to  a  consideration  of  peace 
and  moral  welfare  and  missions,  with  an  offering  taken  for 
district  work.  A  men's  work  session  was  ably  led  by  R.  E. 
Blickenstaff,  Nampa,  state  chairman.  Stanley  Keim,  Nampa, 
member  of  the  national  men's  work  cabinet,  spoke  of  the  fi- 
nance; L.  V.  Nicholson  and  Chas.  Ronk  of  Twin  Falls  spoke 
about  the  work  of  men  in  the  church.  Earl  Flory  of  the 
Boise  Valley  church  spoke  on  sponsoring  the  church  publica- 
tions. At  the  women's  work  session  Mrs.  E.  L.  Ikenberry  told 
about  Our  Women's  Work  Project  in  China.  The  rally  closed 
with  an  address  to  young  people  by  H.  G.  Shank  of  Nampa. 

At  the  young  people's  banquet  over  fifty  from  all  over  the 
state  sat  down  to  a  tasty  meal  prepared  by  the  junior  guild  of 
the  Twin  Falls  church. 

The  toastmaster  was  Doris  Himes  of  Emmett.  Special  music 
included  Howard  Ronk  of  Twin  Falls  playing  the  marimba,  a 
vocal  duet  by  Margaret  and  Robert  Keim  of  Nampa,  and  an 
accordion  duet  by  the  Heistand  sisters  of  Hazelton.  A  reading 
was  given  by  Lucy  Mulvihill,  and  group  singing  was  lead  by 
Susan  Ikenberry,  both  of  Twin  Falls. 

The  new  district  young  people's  cabinet  was  announced  by 
Elinore  Bishop,  and  is  as  follows:  President,  Velma  Blickenstaff 
of  Nampa;  vice-president,  Elinore  Bishop  of  Emmett;  secretary- 
treasurer,  Howard  Ronk  of  Twin  Falls;  editor  of  Challenger, 
the  district  young  people's  paper,  Ernest  Ikenberry  of  Twin 
Falls;  assistant  editor,  Verda  Heistand  of  Hazelton;  director  of 
recreation,   Wayne   Welch   of   Melba;    members   at   large,  Phyllis 


Peyton  of  Emmett  and  Robert  Keim  of  Nampa.  The  adult  ad- 
viser is  Mr.  Dick  Keim  of  Nampa. 

A  stirring  address  was  then  given  in  the  auditorium  by  H.  G. 
Shank  of  Nampa.  He  spoke  on  the  subject,  How  Young  People 
Can  Prepare  for  'Their  Place  in  the  World.  He  stated  that  one 
must  lose  himself  in  his  work  to  obtain  perfection. 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  our  young  people's  ad- 
viser, Dick  Keim  of  Nampa. 

Twin    Falls,    Idaho.  Mrs.    Irene   Melton 


Sister  Rebecca  Wampler  Bowman 

Sister  Rebecca  Wampler  Bowman  was  born  at  Edom,  Va., 
June  14,  1871.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Elder  Frederick  and 
Anna  Driver  Wampler.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  she  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  was  very  active  in  the  work  of 
her  church  throughout  her  life.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Bro.  Samuel  D.  Bowman  Dec.  24,  1891.  Surviving  are  her 
husband;  a  son,  Walter;  a  granddaughter,  Barbara;  all  are  of 
Arlington,  Va.  Five  sisters  and  three  brothers  also  survive, 
among  them  Dr.  Fred  J.  Wampler  of  Richmond,  Va.,  former 
missionary  to  China,  and  Rev.  E.  M.  Wampler  of  the  China  mis- 
sion field. 

For  several  years  Sister  Bowman  was  instructor  in  art  at 
Bridgewater  College.  Some  of  her  paintings  still  decorate  the 
walls  of  the  college  buildings,  but  her  paintings  on  canvas  can- 
not even  compare  with  the  portrait  of  her  life.  Her  heart  was 
in  the  work  of  her  church  and  no  sacrifice  was  too  great  for 
the  cause  she  loved.  Among  her  many  religious  activities 
were  those  of  Bible  class  teacher,  home  department  worker, 
and  teacher  of  the  Chinese  Sunday-school  for  many  years.  The 
Chinese  boys  were  devoted  to  her  and  she  to  them.  A  kindly 
helpfulness  characterized  everything  she  did.  The  mission  cause 
always  lay  close  to  her  heart,  especially  the  China  field  where 
her  brothers  worked.  She  not  only  gave  unstintingly  of  her 
time  to  her  church,  but  was  very  charitable  in  her  gifts,  es- 
pecially for  missions. 

Sister  Bowman  was  employed  in  the  agricultural  department 
of  the  government  for  the  past  twenty  years.  She  had  looked 
forward  to  two  events,  retirement  July  1,  1941,  and  the  observ- 
ance of  her  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  Dec.  24  of  this  year. 
But  her  Lord  saw  fit  to  reward  her  with  something  finer  than 
earthly  events,  for  on  April  2  she  was  called  home.  The  funeral 
was  conducted  by  her  pastor,  Warren  D.  Bowman,  assisted  by 
Elder  J.  H.  Hollinger.  She  was  laid  to  rest  at  Bridgewater, 
Va.  Truly  a  great  Christian  has  gone  home,  but  her  life  here 
will  ever   be   an   inspiration  to   those  who   knew   and   loved   her. 

Washington,   D.    C.  Warren   D.   Bowman. 


Passing  of  Perry  Joseph  Wenger 

Perry  Joseph  Wenger  was  born  Jan.  10,  1873,  the  son  of  Levi 
A.  and  Mary  Miller  Wenger.  His  father  was  a  minister  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  Wengers  were  residents  for  sev- 
eral generations  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  Perry  joined  the  church  under  the  preaching  of 
Bro.   S.   N.  McCann. 

In  1903  Bro.  Wenger,  then  a  deacon,  was  called  to  the  minis- 
try. He  was  not  enthusiastic  about  his  preaching,  feeling  that 
they  had  "spoiled  a  deacon  to  make  a  poor  preacher."  Bro. 
Wenger  preached  the  Christian  way  by  his  manner  of  living 
more  effectively  than  many  of  the  so-called  best  preachers 
by  word   of  mouth. 

Bro.  Wenger's  efforts  as  a  minister  were  confined  primarily  to 
the  Lebanon  church  in  the  Second  District  of  Virginia.  Repre- 
senting this  congregation  he  attended  Annual  Conferences  "ev- 
ery other  year"  as  long  as  he  was  physically  able.  His  trip  to 
the  Conference  in  Los  Angeles  in  1907  provided  him  joy  dur- 
ing the  rest  of  his  days.  In  none  of  his  trips  to  Conference  was 
he  willing  to  accept  expense  money  from  his  church. 

In  1907  Bro.  Wenger  married  Miss  Bertie  Wampler  and 
brought  her  to  his  father's  home  near  Mount  Sidney,  which  has 
been  the  Wenger  home  since  1883.  To  this  couple  were  born 
two  children,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

The  efficiency  of  Bro.  Wenger's  service  was  impaired  seriously 
by  his  defective  hearing.  In  1923  he  felt  the  first  pangs  of  the 
on-coming  arthritis,  which  with  attendant  complications  was 
finally  responsible  for  his  death.  During  all  these  years — eight- 
een of  them — he  complained  very  little  and  customarily  turned 
the  subject  of  conversation  from  himself  to  other  interests.  It 
was  almost  impossible  to  keep  him  interested  in  his  own  suf- 
fering. 

The  last  four  months  of  his  life  were  a  long  siege  of  intense 
pain.  Most  of  this  time  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  but  his 
good  cheer  was  not  abated.  His  wife,  faithful  companion  of  the 
many  years  of  suffering,  ministered  unto  him  as  none  other 
could.  The  morning  of  Sept.  27,  1941,  the  sufferings  of  this 
nobleman  of  God  came  to  an   end. 

Services  were  held  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Bro.  B.  B. 
Garber  officiating,  assisted  by  other  ministers  of  the  church  and 
community. 

Weyers  Cave,  Va.  Murray  L.  Wagner. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 


Fidler-Miller. — Rev.  J.  W.  Fidler  of  Brookville,  Ohio,  and  Anna 
Laura  Miller  of  Sebring,  Fla.,  Nov.  9,  1941,  in  the  Sebring  Church 
of  the  Brethren. — McKinley  Coffman,  Sebring,  Fla. 
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Houser-Sargenl. — Robert  Houser  of  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  Neva 
Sargent  of  Bradford,  Ohio,  Nov.  1,  1941,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
parents. — Theo.   R.    Eley,    Union    City,    Ind. 

Myers-Reppert. — Carlton  L.  Myers  of  Ambler,  Pa.,  and  Ruth  K. 
Reppert  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  at  the  Ambler  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, Oct.   18,   1941. — Nevin  H.  Zuck,  Ambler,  Pa. 

Nelson-Pfallzgraff. — By  the  undersigned,  Nov.  22,  1941,  in  the 
Elizabethtown  College  chapel,  Charles  M.  Nelson,  Jr.,  and  Cleo 
Pfaltzgraff,  both  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Forrest  L.  Weller,  Eliza- 
bethtown,  Pa. 

Rice-Lewis. — Thomas  B.  Rice,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and 
Anna  K.  Lewis  of  Gwynedd  Valley,  Ambler,  Pa.,  in  the  German- 
town  church,  Nov.  24,  1941,  by  the  undersigned. — B.  F.  Waltz, 
Germantown,  Pa. 

Tolan-Geisking. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  bride's  home,  Oct. 
18,  1941,  Glen  Tolan  and  Cora  Mae  Geisking,  both  of  Low  Point, 
111.— M.  A.  Whisler,   Low  Point,   111. 

Wise-Whisler. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Oak  Grove  Church 
of  the  Brethren,  Nov.  15,  1941,  Roy  Wise,  Jr.,  of  Lacon,  III.,  and 
Sister  Juanita  Marie  Whisler  of  Low  Point,  111. — M.  A.  Whisler, 
Low   Point,    111. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Andes,  John  Perry,  son  of  John  and  Susannah  Andes,  was  born 
Nov.  2.  1859,  near  Mound  City,  Mo.,  and  died  at  McPherson, 
Kans.,  Nov.  14,  1941.  He  was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eight 
children.  His  home  life  on  the  farm  was  conducive  to  the  mak- 
ing of  habits  of  industry,  thrift,  honesty  and  friendliness,  vir- 
tues that  he  practiced  throughout  his  long  life.  On  Feb.  28,  1883, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ella  Garst  of  Watson,  Mo.  Their 
unusual  record  of  more  than  fifty-eight  years  of  wedded  life  was 
characterized  by  deep  devotion  and  mutual  sacrifice  for  each 
other's  welfare.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children,  one  of 
whom  passed  on  when  but  sixteen  months  of  age.  On  Nov.  2, 
1906,  Brother  and  Sister  Andes,  with  their  children,  moved  to 
McPherson,  where  they  lived  as  highly  respected  citizens  for 
thirty-five  years.  Bro.  Andes  was  a  farmer  and  during  his  many 
years  of  town  life  kept  up  an  active  interest  in  the  farming  busi- 
ness with  his  son  of  the  Monitor  community.  He  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  at  seventeen  and  was  a  faithful  Christian  for 
sixty-five  years.  He  was  a  deacon  for  forty-six  years.  He  was 
regular  in  church  attendance,  having  attended  the  last  Sunday  of 
his  earthly  life.  He  was  a  dependable  and  liberal  giver  to  both 
local  and  world-wide  interests  of  the  church.  His  interest  in  mis- 
sions was  beautifully  illustrated  this  past  summer  when  this  aged 
couple  entertained  Wang  Tung,  a  Christian  from  our  China  field, 
who  spent  a  Sunday  with  the  McPherson  church.  Bro.  Andes 
is  survived  by  his  faithful  companion,  one  son,  one  daughter, 
five  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren  and  two  sisters. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  the  undersigned, 
and  his  elder,  Bro.  J.  J.  Yoder.  The  body  was  placed  in  its  final 
resting  place  in  the  McPherson  mausoleum. — Bernard  N.  King, 
McPherson,  Kans. 

Angle,  B.  Frank,  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.  He  was  aged  eighty-four  years.  Mr.  Angle  was  born 
on  Sept.  11,  1857,  near  Welsh  Run.  In  1919  he  came  to  Cham- 
bersburg,  where  he  entered  the  grocery  business.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  for  more  than  fifty- 
seven  years.  Surviving  are  eight  children,  fourteen  grandchil- 
dren and  a  sister.  A  brief  funeral  service  was  held  at  the  Cra- 
mer funeral  home  with  further  services  at  the  Fourth  Street 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  conducted  by  Brethren  C.  E.  Grapes  and 
Ralph  G.  Rarick.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Lincoln  cemetery. — 
Mrs.   George   Haldeman,    Chambersburg,   Pa. 

Brown,  Mary  Francis,  was  born  Nov.  11,  1849,  and  died  Nov.  14, 
1941.  Her  death  was  the  result  of  a  fall  in  which  she  received 
a  broken  hip.  Grandma  Brown,  as  she  was  known,  has  been  a 
great  influence  in  the  life  of  the  Bottom  Creek  church,  of  which 
she  was  a  member  for  about  thirty-nine  years.  Surviving  are 
five  children,  twenty-nine  grandchildren,  sixty-eight  great- 
grandchildren and  eleven  great-great-grandchildren.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Bottom  Creek  church  by  Eld.  C.  E.  El- 
ler,  Eld.  I.  H.  Shaver  and  the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in 
the  family  cemetery. — Oscar  R.  Fike,  Airpoint,  Va. 

Delawler,  Lena,  wife  of  Roy  Delawter  of  near  Bergton,  Va., 
died  in  the  Harrisonburg,  Va.,  hospital  Nov.  16,  1941,  following 
an  illness  of  a  few  days.  She  was  aged  thirty-one  years.  Sur- 
viving are  her  husband,  five  children,  parents,  one  brother  and 
five  sisters.  The  funeral  was  held  in  the  Crab  Run  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  of  which  she  was  a  member,  with  the  writer  offi- 
ciating. Her  body,  with  the  infant  who  died  a  few  hours  before 
her,  was  buried  in  the  Moyer  cemetery  near  the  church. — Sam- 
uel D.  Lindsay,  Timberville,  Va. 

Diehl,  Vernie,  was  born  at  Bridgewater,  Va.,  June  17,  1886.  the 
eldest  of  eight  children  of  Eld.  S.  H.  and  the  late  Fannie  Flory. 
She  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age. 
On  Oct.  21,  1915,  she  was  married  to  D.  Saylor  Diehl.  They 
lived  at  Roanoke,  Va.,  for  four  years,  then  moved  back  to  their 
home  community  in  the  Valley  congregation  at  Nokesville,  Va. 
Sister  Diehl  had  been  failing  in  health  for  several  years,  being 
in  the  hospital  several  times.  She  bore  up  well  under  great  suf- 
fering and  her  fortitude  and  faith  in  her  Savior  did  not  falter. 


She  was  anointed  at  the  home  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ermine  Myers, 
by  Bro.  Earl  Flohr  and  Eld.  E.  E.  Neff.  She  passed  away  at  her 
sister's  home.  Sister  Diehl  was  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege. She  worked  for  some  time  at  the  Brethren  Publishing 
House  and  as  a  schoolteacher  and  missionary  worker  in  Greene 
County,  Va.  Her  two  chief  interests  in  life  were  her  home  and 
her  church.  She  was  always  willing  and  active  in  church  work; 
she  served  as  Sunday-school  superintendent,  resigning  only  last 
July  when  she  was  confined  to  her  bed,  and  even  then  she 
planned  programs  and  carried  on  some  of  the  work  of  the  church. 
She  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  church  and  community.  Sure- 
ly a  good  wife,  a  good  mother,  a  true  friend  and  a  godly  woman 
has  gone  to  meet  her  Savior.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
three  daughters  and  four  sons,  her  father,  one  sister  and  five 
brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Valley  church 
by  Bro.  Earl  Flohr,  assisted  by  Bro.  Olden  D.  Mitchell.  Burial 
was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Elsie  May  Michael,  Nokes- 
ville, Va. 

Fifer,  Ralph  Brock,  son  of  Irvin  and  Ada  Fifer,  was  born  June 
1,  1927,  in  Ray  County,  Mo.,  and  was  drowned  on  Sept.  7,  1941. 
He  leaves  his  mother  and  father,  one  sister  and  an  older  broth- 
er. A  younger  sister  was  taken  in  death  several  years  ago.  He 
was  a  regular  attendant  at  Sunday  school  and  acted  as  secretary 
the  last  time  he  was  there.  Eld.  E.  F.  Sherfy  conducted  the 
funeral;  he  had  baptized  Ralph  and  they  had  been  together  in 
the  camp  for  Brethren  youth.  Eld.  Oscar  Early  assisted  in  the 
services.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Wakenda  cemetery. — Effie 
Strohm    Sherfy,    Stet,    Mo. 

Garber,  Noah  E.,  was  born  in  1871  near  Mt.  Crawford  in  Rock- 
ingham County,  Va.,  the  sixth  child  in  the  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren of  Joel  Garber  and  Annie  Harshberger  Garber.  He  passed 
away  suddenly  on  Oct.  5,  1941,  a  few  minutes  after  returning 
home  from  church.  In  the  year  1889  Bro.  Garber  married  Mat- 
tie  Hoover  of  Dayton,  Va.  To  this  union  were  born  five  children, 
one  having  died  in  infancy.  They  had  lived  on  their  farm  near 
the  Valley  church  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Bro.  Garber 
served  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  as  deacon  for  about  forty 
years.  He  was  faithful  in  attendance  at  all  church  services  when 
health  permitted.  He  served  as  Sunday-school  superintendent 
for  many  years  and  in  other  official  capacities.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful and  conscientious  worker  for  the  Lord.  He  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  the  church  and  community.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  one  sister,  one  son,  three  daughters  and  three  grand- 
children. Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Valley  church 
by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Olden  D.  Mitchell,  assisted  by  Bro.  G.  W. 
Beahm.  Interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Elsie 
May  Michael,  Nokesville,  Va. 

Harris,  John  R.,  was  born  in  Fincastle,  Va.,  April  3,  1865,  the 
son  of  Elijah  and  Catharine  Mangus  Harris,  and  died  Oct.  25, 
1941.  Most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Ladoga  and  the  vicinity.  He 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Dec.  22,  1885.  He 
married  Dola  M.  Cheshire  on  Mar.  19,  1891,  and  after  almost 
fifty  years  of  happy  companionship  she  died  on  Jan.  24,  1941. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union.  For  ten  years  he  was 
an  invalid,  fifteen  months  of  which  time  he  was  almost  con- 
tinually confined  to  his  bed.  During  his  conscious  moments  he 
was  patient  and  cheerful.  One  brother,  three  sisters,  an  infant 
daughter  and  a  grandson,  with  his  faithful  wife,  preceded  him 
in  death.  Three  brothers,  two  sisters,  a  granddaughter  and  a 
host  of  relatives  and  friends  remain  to  miss  his  cheery  smile  and 
friendly  manner.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  fu- 
neral home  by  Elders  W.  J.  Heisey  and  Lewis  Deardorff.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  Ladoga  cemetery. — Lina  N.  Stoner,  Ladoga, 
Ind. 

Leatherman,  Pearl  Cecil,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1884,  to  Jacob  and 
Elma  Shutt  of  Virden,  111.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren. When  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age  her  mother  died  and 
the  children  were  cared  for  in  the  homes  of  kind  neighbors  and 
friends.  Pearl  became  the  foster  child  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Shull.  To  these  noble  Christians  she  always  gave  the  credit  for 
her  sterling  character  and  high  ideals.  When  but  a  girl  she 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  On  Mar.  24,  1912,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Rev.  Rolland  N.  Leatherman  and 
shared  with  him  the  responsibilities  and  joys  of  the  Christian 
ministry.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born.  The  father 
passed  away  on  Feb.  4,  1936.  She  leaves  three  sons,  two  daugh- 
ters, one  grandchild,  one  sister,  three  brothers,  the  foster  par- 
ents and  their  children,  whom  she  always  considered  her  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  the  church  in  Union  City,  conducted  by 
Bro.  Otho  Winger,  assisted  by  the  writer.— D.  G.  Berkebile, 
Union  City,  Ind. 

Loose,  John,  was  born  Mar.  8,  1865,  at  Henrietta.  Pa.,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Sept.  24,  1941,  at  his  home  in  Williamsburg,  Pa. 
Bro.  Loose  suffered  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  four  days  prior  to  his 
death.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cora  Lee  of  Hollidaysburg, 
Pa.,  on  Oct.  24,  1895.  To  this  union  were  born  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  One  son  and  one  daughter  preceded  him  in  death. 
His  family  and  the  church  were  his  main  interests.  He  was  al- 
ways ready  and  willing  to  assist  wherever  he  was  needed.  He 
leaves  his  wife,  one  son,  two  daughters,  one  sister,  ten  grand- 
children, one  great-grandchild  and  many  other  relatives  and 
friends.  His  three  brothers  preceded  him  in  death,  two  in 
1939  and  one  last  August.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Williamsburg  Church  of  the  Brethren,  where  the  funeral  serv- 
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ices  were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Elmer  Q.  Gleim,  assisted 
by  Bro.  F.  J.  Byers  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.  Burial  was  made  in 
the  Presbyterian  cemetery  at  Williamsburg. — Elizabeth  Sollen- 
berger,  Williamsburg,  Pa. 

Martin,  Carl  Edgar  Eugene,  son  of  Clyde  and  Ethel  Martin, 
was  born  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  May  4,  1928,  and  died  Nov.  17,  1941. 
Carl  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children.  He 
loved  his  home,  his  church  and  his  school.  Through  his  Sunday 
school  and  church  he  became  vitally  interested  in  his  spiritual 
welfare  and  about  two  years  ago  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren.  Last  April,  following  a  heavy  cold,  tuberculosis 
symptoms  appeared,  the  ravages  of  which  disease  spread  rapidly. 
Many  prayers  were  offered  in  his  behalf,  along  with  his  own,  for 
he  wished  so  much  to  get  well.  But  God  willed  otherwise  and 
called  him  from  his  earthly  sufferings,  seemingly  that  those  who 
loved  him  might  feel  the  need  of  a  deeper  spiritual  consecration. 
He  leaves  his  father  and  mother,  three  sisters,  two  brothers  and 
many  other  relatives  and  friends.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Muncie  church  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  assisted  by  the 
undersigned. — H.  Jesse  Baker,  Muncie,  Ind. 

Miller,  William  A.,  son  of  the  late  Manassas  D.  and  Eliza  Lint 
Miller,  died  Nov.  20,  1941,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  following  an 
operation  in  the  Memorial  hospital,  Cumberland,  Md.  Bro. 
Miller  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Elizabeth  Keim  Miller,  three 
daughters,  a  son  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Miller  home  by  Bro.  DeWitt  L.  Miller,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Nelson  C.  Brown,  pastor  of  the  Amity  Evangelical  and  Re- 
formed church.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Union  cemetery. 
Bro.  Miller  was  a  retired  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  engineer, 
and  a  member  of  the  local  Church  of  the  Brethren.  He  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. — W.  A.  Shoemaker,  Mey- 
ersdale,  Pa. 

Root,  E.  Raymond,  a  former  student  in  La  Verne  College,  was 
one  of  the  twenty  persons  killed  in  the  airplane  crash  which 
occurred  Oct.  30  some  fourteen  miles  west  of  St.  Thomas,  On- 
tario, Canada.  He  was  prominent  in  California  educational  cir- 
cles previous  to  becoming  manager  of  industrial  relations  for  the 
Stinson  Aircraft  division  of  Vultee  Aircraft,  Inc.  For  eight 
years  he  was  principal  of  the  senior  high  school,  Burbank,  Cal- 
ifornia. Only  thirty-nine  at  his  death,  Raymond  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Mary  Lucile,  and  by  two  sons.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  Nov.  4  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  his  late  home,  in  charge  of 
the  undersigned. — Leland  S.  Brubaker,  Elgin,  111. 

Seas,  Catherine,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Catterlin  Fahne- 
stock,  was  born  April  30,  1872,  and  died  Nov.  16,  1941.  Her 
childhood  and  early  life  were  spent  near  Covington,  Ohio,  where 
she  secured  her  education.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  early  in  life  and  was  faithful  through  the  years.  On 
April  7,  1891,  she  was  married  to  Jacob  M.  Seas,  who  preceded 
her  in  death.  Six  children  blessed  this  union.  She  leaves  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  twelve  grandchildren,  four  great-grand- 
children and  three  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Harris  Creek  church  by  Bro.  Fred  Hollingshead  and  the 
writer.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Harris  Creek  cemetery. — Theo- 
dore R.  Eley,  Union  City,  Ind. 

Ulery,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caroline  Kuns,  was 
born  Sept.  11,  1855,  near  Lafayette,  Ind.,  and  passed  away  in  her 
home  near  Milmine,  111.,  Nov.  1,  1941,  after  being  confined  to 
her  bed  twenty-four  weeks.  She  united  with  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  at  an  early  age.  On  Dec.  30,  1875,  she  was  married 
to  George  Ulery  and  began  housekeeping  on  their  farm  where 
they  have  lived  for  the  past  sixty-five  years,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  years  spent  in  Kansas  and  California.  One  son  was  born 
to  this  union,  who  passed  away  July  14,  1921.  She  is  survived 
by  her  husband,  one  sister  and  one  brother.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Cerro  Gordo  Church  of  the  Brethren  by 
the  undersigned,  assisted  by  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman,  pastor  of  the 
Oakley  church.  Interment  was  made  in  the  East  Frantz  ceme- 
tery.— L.  M.  Baldwin,  La  Place,  111. 

Zug,  Ida  Harriet  Baker,  was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  Feb. 
20,  1868,  and  passed  away  at  her  home  near  Covina,  Calif.,  May 
31,  1941.  Ida  was  sixth  in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  four  of 
whom  preceded  her  in  death.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  she 
moved  with  her  parents  to  Jasper  County,  Mo.,  living  there  four- 
teen years  and  coming  to  California  in  1895.  She  lived  in  the 
Covina  district  the  remainder  of  her  life.  On  Sept.  11,  1907,  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  John  E.  Zug,  and  soon  afterward 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  serving  with  her  hus- 
band in  the  office  of  deacon  and  in  whatever  capacity  she  could. 
She  was  especially  active  in  the  ladies'  aid  work  and  remained 
faithful  to  her  Lord  until  the  end.  Her  death  came  as  a  shock 
to  her  relatives  and  friends,  who  thought  she  was  enjoying  nor- 
mal health  till  Saturday  morning  when  she  died  at  the  breakfast 
table.  She  leaves  two  sisters,  five  brothers,  two  stepchildren, 
four  step-grandchildren  and  a  host  of  other  relatives  and  friends. 
— Nettie   Wilkins,   Freeport,   Mich. 
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California 

Covina. — Oct.  11,  12  a  retreat  for  the  cabinet  members  of  the 
B.  Y.  P.  D.'s  of  the  district  was  held  here  with  Bro.  Bob  Tully 
in   charge.     Inspirational   talks  were   given   by  various  members 


and  plans  were  discussed  for  future  work.  Bro.  Tully  gave  the 
message  at  the  morning  hour  of  worship.  At  the  October  mother 
and  daughter  meeting  Sister  Martha  Rupel,  who  is  the  nurse  at 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  near  Glendora,  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  on  her  work  and  the  camp  life  of  the  boys.  The 
district  pastors'  conference  was  held  here  in  November.  The 
father  and  son  banquet  was  held  on  Nov.  5  with  Bob  Tully  giv- 
ing the  address.  Our  communion  was  held  on  Nov.  9  with  Bro. 
Riddlebarger  in  charge.  The  Thanksgiving  offering  was  taken 
on  Nov.  16.  The  union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  on 
Nov.  19.— Mrs.  Tempie  S.  Funk,  Charter  Oak,  Calif.,  Nov.  20. 

Empire. — On  Aug.  24  Bro.  M.  S.  Frantz  preached  for  us.  At 
the  close  of  his  sermon  he  conducted  services  installing  Bro.  Tru- 
man Northup  into  the  ministry.  Bro.  Northup  is  now  attending 
Bethany  Seminary.  We  met  in  council  on  Aug.  26  and  elected 
officers.  Bro.  Harvey  Snell  is  elder  and  Glenn  Trent  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Our  district  meeting  delegates  were 
Bertha  Miller,  H.  R.  Livingston  and  Lloyd  Fike.  Norman  Glick 
is  the  men's  work  president  and  Ina  Shively  women's  work  presi- 
dent. On  Sept.  28  a  rally  day  was  observed  and  the  pastor  held 
installation  services  for  the  church  school  teachers  and  officers. 
Four  letters  of  associate  membership  were  received.  In  the 
absence  of  our  pastor  on  Oct.  26  Bro.  Harvey  Snell  preached  in 
the  morning  and  Bro.  Frank  Howell  of  La  Verne,  here  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  college,  preached  in  the  evening  and  several  eve- 
nings following.  We  held  our  fall  communion  on  Nov.  15.  The 
annual  Thanksgiving  dinner  and  service  will  be  held  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Nov.  27  with  the  deacon  body  as  sponsors.  The  choir 
will  present  the  cantata.  The  Holy  Child,  on  Dec.  21.— Pearl 
Kappler,  Empire,  Calif.,  Nov.  17. 

Los  Angeles,  Belvedere. — On  Sept.  5  our  council  meeting  was 
held.  We  were  happy  that  our  treasurer  was  able  to  give  a  good 
report  on  the  state  of  our  finances.  This  church  has  always 
been  self-supporting  and  it  is  our  desire  to  continue  so.  Our  new 
Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year  and 
several  of  the  children  graduated  to  higher  classes.  Bro.  Herbert 
Herman  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  On  Sept.  7 
services  were  held  for  our  young  blind  brother,  Earl  Large,  who 
was  installed  as  a  preacher  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Bro. 
Edgar  Rothrock  of  the  General  Ministerial  Board  officiated  at 
this  service.  Bro.  Large  preached  for  us  that  evening.  On 
Oct.  5  Bro.  Hugh  Cloppert  was  installed  as  our  new  minister;  he 
and  Sister  Cloppert  had  arrived  from  Dayton,  Ohio,  just  a  few 
days  before.  Brethren  A.  O.  Brubaker  and  J.  P.  Dickey  offici- 
ated at  this  service.  A  potluck  dinner  was  served  after  the  serv- 
ice, with  a  good  attendance.  We  had  as  our  guests  Brother  and 
Sister  Flora  from  the  First  church  of  Los  Angeles.  This  was  an 
enjoyable  gathering.  Mutual  co-operation  was  pledged  and  a 
gift  presented  to  Brother  and  Sister  Cloppert.  On  Nov.  2  our 
love  feast  was  held  and  spiritual  benefits  were  received  by  all. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  and  we  were  happy  to  have  Eld- 
ers Gilbert,  Wertenbaker,  Trostle  and  Throne  assist  in  the  serv- 
ices. Various  members  of  the  church  gave  of  their  time  and 
money  for  needed  repair  work  on  the  manse.  This  was  done 
before  the  arrival  of  Brother  and  Sister  Cloppert.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Sister  Ada  Winslow,  practice  is  going  on  for  the 
Christmas  musical  program.  New  revised  Brethren  Hymnals 
have  been  received  and  dedicated  in  a  delightful  service.  On 
Nov.  19  union  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  in  our  church 
with  several  churches  of  the  neighborhood  participating.  A 
fine  message  was  brought  us  by  Rev.  Waite  of  the  Methodist 
church.— Violetta  Oliver,  Los  Angeles,   Calif.,  Nov.  23. 

Los  Angeles,  First. — On  Nov.  9  we  had  with  us  Mr.  Edward 
Beatty,  a  missionary  of  the  China  Inland  Mission.  He  brought 
us  a  very  interesting  message  on  his  work,  illustrated  with  pic- 
tures. Several  musical  numbers  were  given  by  Bro.  William 
Bennett,  Jr.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  Flora,  is  taking  a  very  active  part 
in  the  Union  Rescue  Mission,  a  place  where  men  are  given  the 
Word  of  God,  food  and  shelter.  Our  musical  talent  assists  him. 
On  Nov.  16  we  held  our  regular  communion  service  with  100 
present.— Mrs.  Paul  C.  Hosfeldt,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  Nov.  18. 

Pomona. — It  is  with  deep  gratitude  that  we  enter  the  new 
church  year  with  our  budget  met  and  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury. Yet  deeper  is  our  gratefulness  that  renewed  interest  and 
enthusiasm  are  shown  in  all  the  branches  of  church  activity. 
Bro.  J.  P.  Dickey  is  elder  for  the  year,  Bro.  Harry  Thomas  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Ira  Fasnacht  Sunday-school  superintendent,  and  Mrs. 
Lee  Newland  director  of  women's  work.  A  Sunday-school  class 
for  young  married  people  was  organized  and  is  taught  by  Mrs. 
Harry  Thomas.  Kenton  Horner,  the  young  people's  director, 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Coulter,  the  advisers,  is  getting  a  rec- 
reational park  ready  for  use  in  their  group  activities.  On  a  re- 
cent Sunday  evening  Alice  Klingamen  gave  an  interesting  de- 
scription of  her  trip  to  Alaska  this  summer.  We  were  also  in- 
terested to  hear  Ralph  and  Mary  Smeltzer  tell  of  their  work  at 
the  Yakima,  Wash.,  work  camp,  and  Henry  Blocher  of  his  ex- 
periences in  the  work  camp  at  Pierce,  W.  Va.  On  Oct.  19  we 
were  led  in  our  communion  service  by  our  pastor.  On  Oct.  30 
we  entertained  the  all-day  meeting  of  the  Pomona  Valley  Coun- 
cil of  Church  Women.  The  attendance  and  interest  were  good 
and  eighteen  churches  were  represented.  On  Nov.  5  the  ladies' 
aid  had  as  guests  the  women  from  the  La  Verne  church.  We 
felt  especially  privileged  to  have  Myra  Brooks  Welch  in  the 
group.  In  the  afternoon  Mrs.  Ira  Warner  gave  an  instructive 
talk  on  storytelling  to  the  teachers  of  primary  grades.  The  day 
closed  with   a  fellowship  potluck  dinner  and  the  singing  of  fa- 
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miliar  hymns  led  by  Rheuben  Callison,  choir  director.  At  our 
November  missionary  meeting  Mrs.  D.  L.  Forney  of  La  Verne 
refreshed  us  with  her  message,  Heart  Throbs  in  Christian  Serv- 
ice, at  the  close  of  which  we  formed  into  small  groups  and  vis- 
ited in  the  homes  of  some  who  were  ill. — Evalena  Porter  Bloch- 
er,  Pomona,  Calif.,  Nov.   18. 

Colorado 

Denver. — On  Oct.  26  the  Denver  church  experienced  a  most 
beautiful  and  impressive  service — the  consecration  of  seven  of 
our  babies.  The  altar  was  beautifully  decorated  with  ferns,  yel- 
low and  white  chrysanthemums  and  white  candles.  Our  pastor, 
Bro.  Oliver  H.  Austin,  preached  an  appropriate  sermon  on  The 
Home,  after  which  the  candles  were  lighted;  as  the  choir  sang 
softly,  the  fourteen  fathers  and  mothers  came  forward  with  their 
babies,  presenting  them  before  God  in  solemn  consecration.  Aft- 
er the  dedication  prayer  the  parents  were  presented  with  a  cer- 
tificate accompanied  by  a  pink  carnation  and  a  white  rosebud. 
Our  women's  group  is  making  an  outstanding  contribution  of 
bundles  for  Britain  and  China.  On  Nov.  14  Mrs.  Greig  held  open 
house  at  her  home  and  the  whole  church  was  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  extensive  work  done  by  these  women.  In 
less  than  a  year's  time  they  have  sent  1276  garments  which  were 
made  entirely  of  new  materials.  Besides  these  they  have  sent 
hundreds  of  pounds  of  used  garments. — Agnes  E.  Stinnette,  Den- 
ver, Colo.,  Nov.  25. 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington  City.— The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  fireside  meeting  for  the  fall 
work  was  held  at  the  parsonage  on  Sept.  9.  On  Sept.  14  Bro.  A. 
Stauffer  Curry  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  addressed  the  young  peo- 
ple on  Looking  Ahead;  he  also  filled  the  evening  preaching  ap- 
pointment, delivering  a  message  on  The  Star  of  Christian  Liv- 
ing. Our  music  committee  has  secured  the  services  of  Mrs. 
Grace  Frantz  Wright  as  director  of  our  senior  choir.  A  special 
offering  was  taken  on  Sept.  21  for  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary. 
On  Oct.  5,  which  was  world-wide  communion  Sunday,  we  held 
our  fall  communion  service.  In  order  to  accommodate  our  com- 
municants one  service  was  held  at  4  p.  m.  with  Bro.  J.  S.  Noff- 
singer  officiating,  and  the  other  at  7  p.  m.  with  Pastor  Bowman 
officiating.  The  auditorium  was  filled  to  its  capacity  at  both  of 
these  services.  We  also  hold  two  preaching  services  on  each 
Sunday  morning,  one  at  nine  and  the  other  at  eleven  o'clock.  At 
our  rally  day  service  on  Oct.  12  we  had  as  our  guest  speaker  the 
Hon.  William  S.  Livengood,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of  the 
:State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  delivered  a  masterful  address  on 
Christianity  and  the  Present  Crisis.  Oct.  12  Bro.  Olden  Mitchell, 
pastor  of  the  Nokesville,  Va.,  church,  addressed  the  young  peo- 
ple and  also  filled  the  evening  preaching  appointment.  On  Oct. 
19  Miss  Genevieve  Gabower,  Director  of  Social  Work  of  the  Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbia  Juvenile  Court,  addressed  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on 
The  Problem  of  Juvenile  Delinquents.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  D. 
Bowman,  recently  delivered  two  exceedingly  instructive  mes- 
sages on  the  subject  of  the  anointing,  one  on  The  Practice  of 
Anointing  for  Healing  and  the  other,  The  Interpretation  of  the 
Anointing  Service.  On  Oct.  23  a  special  council  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  plans  relative  to  an  expansion  program;  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  study  the  problem.  Our  present 
facilities  are  inadequate  to  meet  our  growing  needs.  On  Oct.  27 
we  held  our  regular  semiannual  council.  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger 
was  re-elected  elder-in-charge  and  Arthur  Pursell  Sunday-school 
superintendent.  Rev.  Leonard  S.  Edmonds,  Protestant  chaplain 
of  the  D.  C.  Penal  Institution,  spoke  to  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  on  Oct.  26, 
his  subject  being  What  Part  Can  Religion  Play  in  Reconstructing 
the  Criminal?  On  Oct.  28  Bro.  John  D.  Long,  pastor  of  the 
University  Park  church,  addressed  our  workers'  conference. 
Bro.  Long  is  a  challenging  speaker  and  his  message  was  much 
appreciated.  Since  our  last  report  two  have  been  baptized  and 
sixteen  received  by  letter. — Mrs.  Jacob  H.  Hollinger,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Nov.  20. 

Idaho 
Boise  Valley. — Our  fall  communion  and  love  feast  was  held  on 
Oct.  25.  Our  church  was  well  represented  and  a  few  visitors 
were  present,  among  them  Brother  and  Sister  Austin  of  Fruita, 
Colo.  Most  of  our  church  group  attended  the  wedding  of  Bro. 
Roy  Parker  of  Boise  Valley  and  Miss  Bertha  Vetter  of  Mount 
Morris,  111.,  which  was  solemnized  in  the  Nampa  church  on  Oct. 
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28.  After  the  ceremony  the  Boise  Valley  ladies  served  refresh- 
ments and  gave  a  shower  for  the  newlyweds  in  the  basement  of 
the  church.  Our  committee  reports  an  encouraging  amount  sub- 
scribed for  the  remodeling  of  the  church.  Our  beloved  sister. 
Grandma  Flory,  has  been  quite  ill  lately.  She  has  been  an  in- 
valid for  some  time.  The  ladies  of  our  group  are  holding  a  series 
of  prayer  meetings  with  good  interest.  A  number  of  our  ladies 
met  on  Nov.  18  with  Sister  Naomi  Sandy  for  an  all-day  sewing. 
A  full-size  comforter,  a  baby  quilt  and  a  set  of  infant  garments 
were  completed.  We  are  missing  Alvin  Hall  who  was  called  to 
California  by  the  draft.  Ten  of  our  church  people  attended  the 
Thanksgiving  home-coming  at  the  Twin  Falls  church.  They  re- 
port a  good  meeting  and  an  enjoyable  time. — Clara  Carlson, 
Meridian,   Idaho,   Nov.  26. 

Twin  Falls. — Ernest  Ikenberry,  Jr.,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  They  have  a  fine  group  present  each  Sunday 
evening.  A  junior  church  league  has  been  organized  with  Sister 
Ikenberry  as  the  leader.  The  booklet  entitled  The  Upper  Room 
has  been  placed  in  many  of  our  homes  by  the  Berean  class.  On 
Oct.  26  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  a  program,  climaxed  by  an  im- 
pressive candlelighting  service.  Our  pastor  and  family  are  en- 
joying the  new  light  fixtures  in  the  parsonage.  On  Oct.  19 
Wanda  Hankins  and  Merland  Edwards  were  united  in  marriage 
with  Bro.  Ikenberry  officiating.  On  the  preceding  Thursday 
the  ladies  of  the  church  gave  a  miscellaneous  shower  for  Wanda. 
Our  pastor's  wife  has  started  a  series  of  talks  on  China,  which 
will  include  descriptions  of  ocean  travel,  Hawaii,  Japan,  Peking 
and  our  mission  stations  in  China.  On  Nov.  13  a  special  peace 
meeting  was  held  with  Bro.  Mark  Schrock,  director  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  Mennonite  Civilian  Public  Service  camp  at  Cascade 
Locks,  Oregon,  as  speaker.  The  Ikenberry  family  has  been  busy 
lately  speaking  at  various  meetings  in  and  around  our  city,  about 
their  work  in  China.  Our  ladies'  aid  is  very  busy,  quilting  two 
or  three  times  a  week  to  get  their  quilts  out.  Plans  are  under 
way  for  our  love  feast  to  be  held  in  November. — Irene  Melton, 
Twin  Falls,   Idaho,  Nov.   23. 

Indiana 

Four  Mile. — On  Oct.  24  the  ladies'  aid  held  their  annual  bazaar. 
They  served  a  penny  supper  and  sold  the  handwork  they  had 
made.  On  Oct.  26  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Brown  had  charge  of  the 
morning  worship.  Members  of  the  young  married  people's  and 
the  young  people's  classes  helped  with  the  program.  Pastor  and 
Mrs.  McCune  were  attending  a  ministerial  meeting.  On  Nov.  2 
we  had  our  communion.  Bro.  Norris  conducted  the  worship.  On 
Nov.  19  the  annual  Thanksgiving  meeting  was  held  at  the  Kitchel 
schoolhouse.  A  co-operative  supper  was  served.  Music  was 
furnished  by  some  of  the  school  pupils  and  the  ladies'  quartet 
from  Four  Mile.  Bro.  E.  R.  Fisher  of  Trotwood,  Ohio,  gave  the 
address.  On  Nov.  23  the  men's  class  conducted  the  worship.  The 
churches  of  Union  County  are  conducting  a  religious  census, 
hoping  to  interest  more  people  in  church  work. — Mildred  Brower, 
Liberty,  Ind.,  Nov.  23. 

Richmond. — On  Nov.  16  we  observed  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
our  church  building.  We  were  privileged  to  have  as  one  of  our 
speakers  Bro.  Otho  Winger,  who  was  the  speaker  ten  years  ago. 
The  program  opened  at  9:30  with  Pastor  E.  O.  Norris  conducting 
the  adult  classes  in  the  Sunday-school  session  and  Sister  Min- 
nie Bright  the  children's  classes.  Sister  Olive  Miller  led  the 
congregational  singing.  A  poem,  dedicated  to  this  service,  was 
composed  and  read  by  one  of  our  young  brethren,  Edward  Lyons. 
Bro.  Bright  led  the  morning  devotions  and  Sister  Bright  gave 
the  address,  The  Light  of  the  World.  At  noon  a  basket  dinner 
was  served  to  a  large  number  of  members  and  visitors.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  O.  D.  Werking,  our  elder,  acted  as  chairman. 
The  history  of  the  Richmond  church  was  read.  An  offering  of  $27 
was  given  to  the  building  fund  of  our  church.  Bro.  Otho  Win- 
ger's subject  was  Upon  This  Rock  I'll  Build  My  Church.  Spe- 
cial music  for  the  day  was  given  by  home  talent,  consisting  of  a 
ladies'  quartet  and  the  men's  chorus.  We  hope  our  church  may 
have  an  even  bigger  and  better  growth  during  the  next  ten 
years. — John  Olt,  Richmond,  Ind.,  Nov.  20. 

Turkey  Creek.— Bro.  H.  A.  Claybaugh  conducted  our  revival 
meetings  Oct.  26— Nov.  9.  He  gave  a  series  of  splendid  sermons 
and  the  attendance  and  interest  were  good  in  spite  of  bad 
weather.  Sister  Cora  Stahly  conducted  the  music  and  several 
special  numbers  were  contributed  by  neighboring  churches  as 
well  as  by  our  own  people.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  eight 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  one  was  rein- 
stated. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  Monday  evening  follow- 
ing the  meeting.  Bro.  Harvey  Bowers  from  Baugo  conducted 
installation  services  for  the  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers 
on  Oct.  5.  Other  guest  speakers  during  the  summer  included 
Rev.  McCrory  of  Winona  Lake;  John  D.  Metzler  of  Nappanee; 
John  Stout  and  Manly  Deeter  of  New  Salem.  Bro.  William  Bru- 
baker  from  New  Paris  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  all-day 
harvest  meeting  on  Sept.  14.  One  of  the  Sunday-school  classes 
is  sponsoring  a  church  family  dinner  on  Nov.  30  and  the  entire 
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June  10-17,  Richmond,  Va. 


LOVE  FEASTS 
Indiana 
Dec.   13,  North   Webster. 
Dec.  15,  Sugar  Creek. 

Michigan 
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church  is  invited  to  take  dinner  together  in  the  church  base- 
ment. The  Sunday  school  recently  purchased  new  chairs  for  the 
basement.  We  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  at  the  September 
council  and  Henry  Pletcher  was  elected  superintendent.  This 
year  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  reaching  the  homes  of  all  our  mem- 
bers.— Mrs.   Leroy  Fisher,   Milford,   Ind.,  Nov.  24. 

Ohio 

Pleasant  Valley. — Our  vacation  Bible  school  was  a  great  suc- 
cess under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Enid  Puterbaugh  and  her 
helpers.  The  total  enrollment  was  seventy-nine,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  sixty-seven.  The  missionary  offering  taken 
each  day  of  Bible  school  amounted  to  $5.54.  A  program  was 
given  on  the  closing  Sunday  evening  of  the  school  and  a  very 
fine  display  of  handwork  shown.  Ten  have  been  received  into 
the  church  in  recent  months.  The  church  had  the  privilege  of 
having  Bro.  Kahle  with  us  for  three  evenings.  His  lectures 
were  very  helpful  to  all  who  heard  them.  The  young  people's 
project  is  progressing  very  nicely.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  and  inter- 
mediates are  having  charge  of  the  devotions  for  Sunday  eve- 
ning services  once  a  month.    The  men's  project  of  raising  a  field 
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CHRISTMAS 
WORLD-WIDE  MISSION  OFFERING 

Blank  for  Sending  Money 
General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111. 
Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find  dollars.  Un- 
less designated  on  the  blank  line  this  money  is 
to  be  used  for  General  World-Wide  Mission  Work. 


Please  place  this  money  to  the  credit  of 

Individual 

Class 

Sunday  school 

Congregation 

District 

Name  of  sender  

Street  or  R,  F.  D 


Post  Office   State 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission 
Board,  Elgin,  111.  Please  state  what  congregation  and 
district  should  have  credit  for  this.  Full  name  and 
address  should  be  given  to  insure  a  prompt  return  of 
receipt. 

Note:  In  districts  where  by  action  of  district  meeting 
a  district  treasurer  has  been  elected  to  receive  general 
funds  for  transmission  to  Elgin,  please  observe  such  an 
arrangement. 
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of  corn  during  the  summer  was  a  great  success.  The  inter- 
mediate project  under  the  leadership  of  their  teacher.  Glen 
Stocksdale,  was  also  successful.  The  vegetables  are  all  har- 
vested and  most  of  them  sold.  The  women's  work  is  going  along 
very  nicely.  Good  attendance  at  their  meetings  enables  them 
to  accomplish  more  things.  A  comforter  is  being  made  to  be 
sent  to  the  boys'  camp.  Gerald  Lenker  is  our  general  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Our  revival  meetings,  which  were  to 
be  held  the  first  of  December,  were  postponed  because  the  evan- 
gelist, Bro.  Wilmer  Petry,  who  was  a  former  pastor  here,  is  un- 
able to  come  at  that  time.  A  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  on 
the  evening  before  Thanksgiving  at  the  church.  We  have  closed 
a  very  successful  year  under  the  leadership  of  our  pastor  and 
wife.  Brother  and  Sister  C.  G.  Erbaugh.  We  are  thankful  for 
the  many  blessings  that  have  come  to  us,  and  through  their 
leadership  and  our  help  we  pray  that  more  may  be  accom- 
plished during  the  coming  year.— Marie  Frazier,  Union  City, 
Ind.,  Nov.  26. 

Woosler. — We  feel  we  have  profited  by  having  our  pastor  on 
the  Standing  Committee  at  Annual  Conference,  for  Bro.  Fisher, 
aside  from  giving  an  interesting  regular  report,  brings  us  from 
time  to  time  help  in  church  leadership  resulting  from  contacts 
made  while  at  La  Verne.  A  number  of  our  young  married  folks 
enjoyed  the  homemakers'  sessions  at  Camp  Zion.  On  Sept.  7  the 
Sunday  school  had  an  outdoor  service  and  outing  at  the  city 
park.  Margaret  Kornhaus  and  Maloa  Fetler  are  in  college  again 
at  North  Manchester.  Our  regular  council  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  12.  Bro.  W.  D.  Fisher  was  chosen  as  elder  and  pastor  for 
the  coming  year.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Fisher,  be- 
cause of  heart  illness,  will  not  be  able  to  continue  in  her  usual 
efficient  capacity  as  his  helper.  Sister  Fisher  also  suffered  the 
loss  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  Rollie  Miller  of  Wooster.  Several  Moo- 
maw  families  and  friends  were  represented  at  the  Shepfer- 
Moomaw  fiftieth  anniversary  in  Sugar  Creek  on  Sept.  28.  There 
was  also  a  good  representation  present  at  the  twentieth  anni- 
versary of  the  Smithville  Brethren  church  where  Dr.  J.  Raymond 
Schutz  of  North  Manchester  was  the  guest  speaker.  The  Good 
Will  circle  held  a  seasonable  October  social  and  farewell  for  one 
of  its  members.  Twelve  folding  chairs  have  been  added  to  our 
church  and  equipment.  The  election  of  Sunday-school  officers 
in  September  put  Galen  Hochstetter  and  Clark  Musser  at  the 
head  of  the  Sunday  school  again.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  mak- 
ing layettes  for  relief  work,  in  addition  to  their  regular  work.  At 
their  last  meeting  Sister  Effie  McFadden  was  elected"  president. 
An  all-day  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  2.  Bro.  D.  R.  McFadden 
of  the  Chippewa  church  had  charge  of  the  afternoon  meeting  and 
officiated  in  the  evening  at  the  love  feast.  Bro.  D.  M.  Brubaker 
recalled  that  this  was  the  sixty-third  anniversary  of  his  first 
communion  and  appealed  to  the  younger  generation  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  this  church  another  hundred  years.  On  Nov.  5  the 
body  of  Bro.  Henry  Heestand  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery 
here.  We  are  looking  forward  to  our  annual  tri-township  con- 
vention on  Nov.  16  at  the  Reformed  church  in  Orrville. — Miriam 
Hoff  Fetter,  Smithville,  Ohio,  Nov.   14. 

Pennsylvania 

Elizabelhtown. — We  were  glad  to  welcome  our  young  people 
under  eighteen  years  back  to  Sunday  school  and  church  on 
Oct.  5.  They  had  been  barred  from  the  services  for  five  weeks 
because  of  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic.  On  this  same  Sunday 
morning  our  pastor  installed  the  Sunday-school  officers  and 
teachers.  On  the  evening  of  Oct.  12  the  cabinets  of  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.,  men's  work  and  women's  work  were  installed.  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  Oct.  19.  Our  bimonthly  council  met  on  Nov.  6 
and  Bro.  A.  C.  Baugher  was  chosen  as  elder  for  another  three 
years.  On  Nov.  9  Bro.  Forrest  Weller  spoke  in  the  morning  on 
Christian  Education,  and  in  the  evening  Bro.  Fred  Hollingshead 
of  Gettysburg,  Ohio,  spoke  on  The  Attractiveness  of  Jesus.  In 
our  mid-week  services  we  are  being  given  a  preliminary  survey 
of  the  Sunday-school  lessons  by  our  pastor.  The  union  Thanks- 
giving service  for  the  Elizabethtown  churches  will  be  held  in 
our  church.  Our  choir  is  arranging  a  Christmas  choral  program 
for  Dec.  21. — Amos  A.  Hummer,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Nov.   15. 

Lebanon. — On  Sunday  morning  of  Sept.  28  the  officers  and 
teachers  of  our  Sunday  school  were  installed  for  the  coming  year. 
Caleb  H.  Ziegler  is  the  superintendent.  Rev.  George  G.  Dil- 
worth,  secretary  of  the  Atlantic  district  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  preached  our  morning  sermon.  This  was  the  opening 
Sunday  of  the  Bible  Crusade  in  our  city  and  county.  In  the 
afternoon  and  evening  we  met  in  our  fall  love  feast.  Eld.  A.  C. 
Baugher  of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  brought  the  message  and  offici- 
ated at  the  communion.  Our  Bible  exhibit  committee  for  the 
Bible  Crusade  labored  untiringly  and  was  awarded  the  first  prize, 
a  lectern  Bible,  for  their  efforts.  At  our  quarterly  council  four 
certificates  were  granted.  Bro.  Irvin  Heistand  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  On  Oct.  12  the  Spurlock  Singers,  a  Negro  quar- 
tet from  Philadelphia,  brought  us  a  program  of  music.  The 
Student  Volunteers  of  Elizabethtown  College  were  with  us  on 
Oct.  19.  On  Oct.  26  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  entertained  the  young  people 
of  the  district  in  their  fall  rally.  Approximately  300  partook  of 
the  fellowship  lunch.  Bro.  C.  D.  Bonsack  of  Elgin  was  the 
speaker.  The  mothers  and  daughters  presented  a  play,  Chim- 
neys, to  an  appreciative  audience  at  one  of  our  Sunday  evening 
services.  Education  day  was  observed  in  our  church  with  a 
special  message  by  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner,  field  secretary  of  Eliz- 
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9  Do  you  know  how  much  you  have  given 
to  the  Lord's  work  in  1941? 

•  Have  you  considered  tithing  as  a  per- 
sonal practice? 

•  Will  1941  be  the  first  year  you  will  pay 
income  tax? 

•  Do  you  know  that  under  the  Federal  In- 
come Tax  law  up  to  15%  of  your  taxable 
income  contributed  to  the  Lord's  work 
may  be  deducted  from  your  taxable  net 
income  when  computing  your  income 
tax?  All  such  contributions  should  be 
made  before  December  31  to  apply  to  the 
year  1941. 

•  Would  you  not  like  to  begin  the  year  giv- 
ing at  least  one  tenth? 

•  The  balance  of  your  1941  tithe  given  for 
the  world-wide  mission  of  the  church 
would  be  a  wise  investment. 

•  The  present  suffering  world  demands  our 
sympathy  and  help. 

GENERAL   MISSION   BOARD,   ELGIN,    ILL. 


abethtown  College.  The  women's  missionary  society  meets 
monthly  in  the  homes  of  its  members.  Some  of  their  activities 
are  distributing  magazines  in  the  homes  of  shut-ins  and  in  hos- 
pitals and  raising  plants  for  the  sick  and  for  church  decoration. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  the  coming  of  Sister  Ida  Shumaker, 
a  missionary  to  India,  on  Nov.  16.  On  Nov.  30  we  are  expect- 
ing the  church's  pioneer  missionary  to  Africa,  Bro.  H.  Stover 
Kulp,  to  be  with  us.  The  men's  work  is  planning  the  Thanks- 
giving service.  Rev.  Paul  Miller,  junior  pastor  of  the  Salem 
United  Brethren  church,  will  bring  the  Thanksgiving  message. 
The  offering  will  be  used  for  home  missions.  The  men's  work  is 
also  planning  a  father  and  son  banquet  to  be  held  in  the  near 
future. — Mrs.  P.  G.  Edris,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  Nov.  14. 

Meyersdale. — Our  series  of  evangelistic  services  closed  on  Nov. 
9.  Bro.  Earl  M.  Bowman,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Harrisonburg, 
Va.,  brought  ten  soul-stirring  messages,  and  aside  from  the  in- 
spiration received  by  the  members  of  our  congregation,  nine 
were  received  into  membership  by  baptism  and  one  by  letter. 
The  Lord's  supper,  which  was  largely  attended,  was  held  on 
Nov.   16. — W.   A.   Shoemaker,   Meyersdale,   Pa.,   Nov.   24. 

Salisbury. — On  Sept.  9  the  church  met  in  council  with  our 
pastor  and  elder,  Bro.  A.  J.  Replogle,  presiding.  The  nominees 
for  church  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  approved  and 
voted  upon  the  following  Sunday.  Our  pastor  preached  four 
inspiring  sermons  preceding  our  love  feast  on  Nov.  9,  when  a 
large  number  communed.  Each  sermon  was  preceded  by  a 
short  doctrinal  talk.  Thirteen  were  baptized  and  three  received 
by  letter.  A  month  previous  to  this  writing  one  was  received 
by  letter,  making  seventeen  additions  to  our  church.  We  feel 
that  the  interest  is  growing.  A  fellowship  supper  will  be  held 
in  the  basement  of  the  church  on  Nov.  21.  All  officers  and 
teachers  and  others  interested  in  promoting  the  work  of  the 
church  and  Sunday  school  are  expected  to  be  present.  Work 
has  been  started  on  a  Christmas  cantata  which  will  be  presented 
the  evening  of  Dec.  23. — Mrs.  P.  S.  Davis,  Springs,  Pa.,  Nov.  12. 

Tennessee 

Mountain  Valley. — We  have  invited  Brother  and  Sister  B.  M. 
Rollins  to  hold  a  third  meeting  here  in  1944  when  they  return  to 
Tennessee.  We  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  on  Sept.  28  and 
Henry  Gaby  was  elected  superintendent.  The  Sunday-school 
attendance  has  greatly  increased  since  the  revival  meeting  last 
summer.     We  recently  purchased  a  Sunday-school  register.     Our 
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love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  4.  Bro.  Slagle  from  Limestone  as- 
sisted in  the  services.  We  had  several  visitors.  Bro.  Slagle  also 
preached  for  us  on  the  second  Sunday  in  November.  We  met 
in  c(ouncil  on  Nov.  8.  Brethren  G.  C.  Brown  and  Ray  Wine  were 
re-elected  joint  elders.  Bro.  Wine  is  to  do  pastoral  work.  A 
homecoming  is  planned  for  the  fifth  Sunday  of  this  month. — Mrs. 
Martin  V.  Gaby,  Greeneville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  18. 

Virginia 

Copper  Hill. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  Sept.  27  with  Bro.  Carl 
Spangler  officiating  and  the  largest  attendance  present  that  we 
have  had  for  several  years.  We  reorganized  our  Sunday  school 
with  Bro.  Frank  Wimmer  as  superintendent  for  Copper  Hill, 
Harry  King  for  Bottom  Creek  and  Mrs.  Flora  B.  Howell  for  Air 
Point.  On  Oct.  19  Bro.  Fike  showed  pictures  of  the  Brethren 
Publishing  House.  The  young  people  reorganized  with  Cline 
Wimmer  as  president.  They  sponsored  a  Thanksgiving  supper 
with  Walter  Kahle  as  guest  speaker.  On  Dec.  3  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arn- 
old will  be  with  us  to  show  pictures  on  Worship  in  Art.  On 
Dec.  4  Bro.  Frank  H.  Crumpacker,  a  returned  missionary  to 
China,  will  be  our  guest  speaker.  The  ladies'  aid  reorganized 
with  Mrs.  D.  H.  Shaver  as  president  of  Copper  Hill  and  Mrs.  Ida 
Fralin  of  Mt.  Union.  The  ladies  have  recently  made  six  com- 
forters for  the  Brethren  Service  camps.  A  group  of  young  peo- 
ple attended  the  last  round  table  with  the  pastor.  They  decided 
to  go  into  the  homes  of  some  shut-ins  once  a  month.  Bro.  G.  T. 
Stump  held  a  two-week  meeting  at  Bottom  Creek,  a  mission 
point  in  the  congregation.  Bro.  Stump  and  the  pastor  visited  in 
many  homes.  Two  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Our 
church  met  in  council  on  Nov.  22  with  Bro.  C.  E.  Eller  presiding. 
Interesting  and  encouraging  reports  were  given  by  the  various 
treasurers  of  the  church.  Our  pastor  gave  a  good  report  of  the 
work  he  had  done  since  our  last  church  council.  We  are  putting 
forth  an  effort  to  get  the  Messenger  into  as  many  homes  as  pos- 
sible.—Mrs.   G.  P.  Fralin,   Copper   Hill,  Va.,  Nov.   24. 

Flat  Rock. — The  church  met  in  annual  council  on  Nov.  14  with 
Eld.  M.  L.  Huffman  presiding.  The  officers  and  committees  made 
their  report  and  vacancies  were  filled.  The  ministerial  board 
reported  four  received  by  letter  and  sixteen  by  baptism,  and  two 
lost  by  death,  making  a  membership  of  292.  The  council  ap- 
proved the  action  of  the  men's  work  in  appointing  a  committee 
to  raise  funds  to  pay  our  debt  due  the  old  folks'  home.  The  in- 
terior of  the  church  has  been  painted,  some  blinds  put  up  and 
new  steps  built  which  add  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  church. 
Our  annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  held  at  Tide  Spring  on 
Aug.  31.  One  from  our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  attended  Camp  Bethel  dur- 
ing the  young  people's  week.  A  ladies'  aid  society  was  organized 
in  October  with  Sister  Ida  Wampler  as  president. — -Mrs.  J.  D. 
Wine,   Forrestville,   Va.,   Nov.    17. 

Uniiy-Belhel.— Through  the  effort  and  special  work  of  our 
Sunday  school,  modern  pews  are  being  installed  in  our  remod- 
eled church  house.  Bro.  David  W.  Huffman  was  re-elected 
Sunday-school  superintendent  for  another  year.  Our  Thanks- 
giving service  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  19,  with 
Bro.  Homer  Miller  of  Port  Republic,  Va.,  bringing  the  message. 
At  the  close  of  this  service  an  election  for  a  deacon  was  held, 
and  Bro.  T.  May  was  elected.— Mrs.  Claude  F.  Whitmer,  Broad- 
way,  Va.,   Nov.   21. 


On  Making  a  Will  - 

Get  good  legal  help  that  your  will  may 
be  properly  made.  To  remember  missions 
in  your  will  the  following  form  of  bequest 
is  recommended: 


"I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren, 
a  corporation  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with 
its  principal  office  at  Elgin,  Kane  County, 
Illinois,  its  successors  and  assigns,  forever, 

the  sum  of   dollars   ($ ) 

to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the  said 
Board  as  specified  in  its  charter." 


(Zer\eral  Mission.  Board 
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CUR  fAMILY 


A  permanent  record 
of  births,  marriages, 
deaths  and  other 
valuable  facts. 


"INTRODUCTION— During  many  decades 
of  American  life,  in  almost  every  household 
was  to  be  found  a  ponderous  volume  known 
as  the  'family  Bible.'  In  the  ornamented 
pages  at  the  center  of  this  book  were  en- 
tered the  family  records  of  marriages,  births 
and  deaths.  These  records,  apart  from  their 
sentimental  interest,  often  have  proved  of 
great  value  in  providing  or  supporting  legal 
evidence  of  importance,  have  aided  in  gene- 
alogical research,  and  in  many  other  ways 
have  given  their  descendants  reason  to  be 
thankful  to  the  parents  or  others  who  took 
the  trouble  to  inscribe  the  vital  facts  of  fam- 
ily history. 

"Now  the  'old  family  Bible'  has  all  but 
disappeared;  and  for  lack  of  a  suitable  book, 
these  precious  records  are  neglected.  Often 
such  records  do  not  seem  important  at  the 
time  they  are  written;  but  after  a  few  years, 
when  memory  of  exact  dates  and  names  has 
faded,  their  value  will  be  appreciated. 

"This  book  is  to  meet  the  need  for  such  a 
record,  and  to  encourage  every  household, 
whether  large  in  numbers  or  small,  whether 
newly  established  or  looking  back  over 
years  of  existence,  to  note  herein  from  time 
to  time  the  facts  that  later  may  be  precious." 

Thirty-two  pages  as  follows:  Marriage  Record,  Hus- 
band's Record,  Wife's  Record,  Husband's  Grandparents 
(paternal),  Husband's  Grandparents  (maternal),  Wife's 
Grandparents  (paternal),  Wife's  Grandparents  (mater- 
nal), Husband's  Brothers  and  Sisters  (2  pages),  Wife's 
Brothers  and  Sisters  (2  pages),  Nieces,  Nephews  and 
Cousins  (3  pages),  Births  (2  pages),  Recognitions,  Mar- 
riages (3  pages),  Deaths.  (3  pages),  and  Additional  Notes. 
On  the  final  page  are  Suggestions  for  the  use  of  this 
book. 

Well  bound  in  cloth.  Stamped  in  gold.  Inside  pages 
red  decoration  at  top.  Page  size  10X7V4  inches.  In  hand- 
some gift  box.  81.50  postpaid.  Makes  a  suitable  wed- 
ding or  other  anniversary  gift. 
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For  Those  Weddings 


No.  24 — A  beau- 
tiful floral  design 
of  which  the  main 
features  are  roses 
and  doves.  Lith- 
ographed  in 
many  colors  on 
heavy  plate  pa- 
per. Size  15x19  Vz 
inches.  Price,  25c 
each;  per  dozen, 
$2.75. 


No.  81 — Roses  and  orange  blossoms  decorate  this  beauti- 
ful wedding  certificate.  The  rich  colorings  give  one  a 
feeling  of  looking  at  the  real  objects.  Size  12x15  inches. 
Price,  30c  each;   per  dozen,  $2.88. 


No.  87 — A  very  beautiful 
marriage  certificate,  oblong 
style,  11x14  Inches,  and  litho- 
graphed in  rich  colors  of  or- 
chids and  a  spray  of  Lily  of 
the  Valley,  with  a  verse  en- 
twined on  a  ribbon  effect. 
dozen,$2.75. 
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Price,    25c    each;     per 


WEDDING  CERTIFICATES  IN  BOOK  FORM 

Our  Wedding  Book,  Boxed    $1.50 

Designed  by  Anna  McAulirT,  and  illustrated  by  Gaye 
Woodring  Coons 


Size  7'/2x9,  a  beautiful 
white  and  silver  wash- 
able moire  binding.  Our 
Wedding  Book  is  designed 
to  provide  a  place  for  all 
the  events  of  the  most 
important  occasion  in  two 
lives.  Pages  are  pro- 
vided for  photographs  of 
both  the  bride  and  groom, 
for  birth  dates  and  birth 
places,  and  interesting 
items  concerning  each; 
birthday  and  wedding  an- 
niversaries, with  space  for  anniversary  gifts  and  a  list  of 
the   kind   of   gifts   each   wedding   anniversary   requires. 

Interesting  and  charming  verses  are  interspersed 
throughout  the  book,  and  it  gives  more  recognition  to  the 
groom  and  his  activities  than  is  found  in  some  wedding 
books.  Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Bridal  Blossoms — Six- 
teen pages  of  exquisite 
designs  by  one  of  the 
best  American  design- 
ers, texts  and  arrange- 
ments carefully  chosen. 
Poems  on  the  wedding 
day  by  Tennyson,  with 
benediction  and  betroth- 
al date,  ■wedding  cer- 
tificate and  pages  for 
guests  and  gifts.  Printed 
on  finest  Strathmore  pa- 
per by  the  new  Aqua- 
relle process  that  gives 
an  effect  of  real  water  colors  and  drawings.  Size  7 14x5  % 
inches.  Two  bindings.  Stiff  Vellum  covers,  titles  in  gold 
with  gold  edges,  60c;   white  silk  cover,  $1.20  each. 

Bridal  Bells — Similar  in  size  and  quality  to  Bridal  Blos- 
soms but  with  different  designs  and  poems.  Eight  pages 
in  color  and  eight  in  graytone.  Paged  for  certificate,  guests 
and  gifts.  Two  bindings.  Stiff  Vellum  cover  in  gold  and 
color,  60c  each;  white  silk,  $1.20. 


To  Have  and  to  Hold — 

Seven  pages  beautifully 
lithographed  in  ten  colors, 
with  certificate  and  appro- 
priate verse.  Genuine 
leather  gold  stamp,  $1.25; 
white  art  paper  cover, 
gold  stamp,  45c. 


Wedding  Bells,  W211 

— Twenty-eight  pages 
alternate  in  gray  and 
color  with  decorative 
titles,  Engaged,  Gifts, 
Showers,  Invitation, 
Personal  Trousseau 
the  Wedding  Day  and 
Marriage  Certificate. 
Size  8V2X6V2  inches. 
Cover  of  ivory  Vellum 
lithographed  in  four 
exquisitely  soft  color 
tones.  Price,  $1.00 
each. 
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For  Other  Wedding  Books  and  Certificates  See  Pages  90,  91.  92  Our  General  Catalog 
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Christmas  Eve  Meditation 

Darkness  is  falling 
On  land  and  sea; 
Shadows  are  creeping 
Most  hurriedly. 

Look  to  the  Master, 
Think  how  for  Him 
Lights    can    be    brightened 
That  now  are  dim. 


By  Arlo  Gump 


Place  a  lone  candle 
Where   it   can   shine, 
Lifting    your   burden, 
Lightening  mine. 

Wait  for  the  morning, 
Day  of  his  birth; 
Peace  is  yet  coming 
Over  the  earth. 
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Around  the  World 


Owing  to  the  shortages  of 
men  and  fertilizers,  Japanese 
agriculture  has  been  steadily 
declining  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  More  than  two 
million  able-bodied  men  have 
been  drafted  from  the  rural 
population  for  the  war,  and 
an  unknown  number  of  men 
have  left  the  farms  to  work  in 
the  war  industries.  Conse- 
quently there  has  been  a  seri- 
ous shortage  of  agricultural 
labor.  The  productivity  of  the 
land  has  been  greatly  re- 
duced because  of  the  lack  of 
fertilizers  as  the  import  of 
phosphate  fertilizers  has  been 
restricted  and  the  supply  of 
organic  fertilizers  curtailed. 
Before  the  war  Japan  was  a 
rice-exporting  country,  but  in 
the  last  few  years  has  be- 
come the  largest  rice-import- 
ing country  in  the  world. 


Gov.  Charles  A.  Edison  of  New  Jer- 
sey recently  proclaimed  for  his  state 
a  daily  noonday  interval  of  prayer 
for  peace. 

A  record  crossing  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  in  eight  hours  and  23  minutes 
is  credited  by  the  air  ministry  of 
Great  Britain  to  Capt.  O.  P.  Jones 
on  Dec.  1. 

Anthems  with  fewer  solo  parts  are 
being  printed  by  publishers  today, 
says  Dr.  Warner  M.  Hawkins,  newly 
elected  head  of  the  American  Guild 
of  Organists. 

Vichy  announces  the  reopening  of 
three  old  prisons,  in  addition  to  sev- 
en already  in  use,  to  hold  France's 
growing  prison  population  now  num- 
bering 34,000. 

A  campaign  in  Newton,  a  sub- 
urb of  Boston,  brought  27  churches 
and  a  synagogue  together  in  a  united 
every-member  canvass  to  replenish 
their  individual  church  budgets. 

A  young  Cherokee  Indian  of  Okla- 
homa, Tennyson  Suagee,  recently  re- 
ceived a  $1,200  grant  from  the  Julius 
Rosenwald  Foundation  to  work  for 
a  Ph.D.  in  political  science  at  the 
University  of  Chicago. 


The    center    of   population    in   the 

United  States  in  1940  was  in  Indiana, 
36  miles  south  of  Terre  Haute.  Ten 
years  ago  the  center  was  13  miles 
east  and  7.9  miles  north  of  the  pres- 
ent location. 

More  than  125  measures  pertain- 
ing to  education  have  been  intro- 
duced in  the  first  session  of  the  sev- 
enty-seventh Congress,  according  to 
Ward  W.  Keesecker,  specialist  in 
school  legislation  in  the  United 
States  Office  of  Education. 

A  $2,000  bell  to  the  Washington 
Memorial  Chapel  at  Valley  Forge 
has  been  presented  by  the  state  of 
West  Virginia.  The  bell  is  the  forty- 
third,  with  six  more  needed  to  com- 
plete the  famed  carillon.  The  first 
bell  was  donated  twenty-six  years 
ago. 

Beginning  on  New  Year's  Day,  a 

nation-wide  Daily  Minute  of  Prayer 
will  be  observed  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  This  move  is  sponsored  by 
the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America  through  its  de- 
partment of  evangelism.  Churches 
will  be  asked  to  ring  their  bells  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  network  broad- 
casting facilities  may  be  secured  to 
promote  the  daily  observance. 


Seeing-eye  dogs  are  now  allowed 
to  accompany  their  masters  inside 
government  buildings,  according  to 
a  congressional  act  passed  on  Dec.  1. 
Dogs  are  not  now  allowed  to  enter 
government  buildings. 

More  than  100,000  students  on  160 

college  campuses  in  the  United 
States  are  members  of  campus  co- 
operatives. These  organizations  in- 
clude eating  clubs  and  dormitories, 
book,  stationery,  food  and  clothing 
stores — all  co-operating  on  a  co-op- 
erative basis. 

An     all-time     record     harvest     is 

asked  for  in  the  1942  crop  acreage 
goals  set  by  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture Wickard.  The  program  calls 
for  fewer  acres  of  wheat,  cotton  and 
tobacco,  but  more  acres  of  practical- 
ly all  other  farm  crops,  with  special 
emphasis  on  soybeans  and  peanuts. 

During     a     twelve-month     period, 

ending  Sept.  30,  more  than  700,000 
pounds  of  clothing  valued  at  $727,- 
000  were  shipped  to  Britain  by  the 
Christian  Science  War  Relief  Com- 
mittee. In  addition,  three  mobile 
kitchens,  8,000  blankets  and  3,000 
pairs  of  shoes  were  purchased  for 
overseas  use. 
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The  Pillars  of  Life 

These  are  times  which  try  men's  souls — also  the 
souls  of  women  and  young  people.  Not  so  long 
ago  we  heard  a  woman  of  insight  confess  that  it 
is  hard  to  keep  faith  in  a  day  when  the  foundations 
of  society  seem  to  be  giving  way.  If  such  should 
be  your  mood  as  you  read  these  lines  remember — 

That  there  are  certain  facts  which  remain. 
Whether  it  is  summer  or  winter,  whether  you  are 
young  or  old  makes  no  essential  difference.  Facts 
are  facts  whether  they  are  pleasant  or  disagree- 
able. They  constitute  one  of  the  pillars  to  which 
one  can  anchor  a  life. 

That  there  are  certain  values  which  abide  is  also 
evident.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  which  ex- 
perience has  made  clear,  it  is  the  fact  that  some 
things  last  while  others  pass  away.  And  most 
people  know  enough  to  be  sure  which  values  will 
last. 

That  there  are  different  ways  of  trying  to  realize 
these  desirable  ends  is  clear.  There  are  the  so- 
called  short  cuts  and  also  the  ways  that  seem  need- 
lessly hard.  Even  so  it  is  not  too  difficult  to  tell 
which  is  the  best. 

Our  point  is  that  life  does  have  its  pillars,  its 
immutables.  When  tempted  to  be  discouraged, 
remember  that  there  are  some  things  which  we 
know,  some  things  with  eternal  value,  one  best 
way  to  make  sure  of  arriving.  h.  a.  b. 

There  Are  Other  Subjects  Also 

Suppose  you  have  to  make  a  speech  on  Christian 
Education,  how  would  you  go  at  it?  The  subject 
is  so  vast  and  seems  so  intangible,  it  is  hard  to  find 
a  good  place  to  take  hold.  There  is  the  objective 
or  purpose  to  be  considered,  the  content  or  sub- 
ject matter,  the  agencies  or  instruments  available, 
the  methods  to  be  used  in  the  approach  and  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  enterprise,  not  to  mention  oth- 
er aspects  of  the  subject. 

Have  you  thought  seriously  of  the  first  of  the 


points  named,  the  objective  or  purpose,  what  it  is 
that  Christian  education  tries  to  accomplish?  Isn't 
it  to  make  people  Christian,  to  lead  them  up  to 
wanting  to  be  Christian,  showing  them  what  that 
means  and  helping  them  to  be  still  better  and 
better  Christians?  If  so,  that  would  surely  have 
much  to  do  with  the  subject  matter,  the  agencies, 
the  methods  and  everything  connected  with  it. 

Suppose  you  go  on  from  there  yourself.  You 
might  be  called  on  for  that  speech  before  you 
know  it.  e.  f. 

The  Zeal  of  God 

If  the  angelic  strains  of  the  Bethlehem  chorus 
about  peace  and  goodwill  sound  like  mockery  in 
our  world  today,  consider  what  lay  back  of  them. 
It  was  something  more  powerful  than  the  bomb- 
ers our  factories  are  turning  out  and  the  billions 
our  government  is  turning  in — to  the  hungry  hop- 
per of  war  madness.  It  was  "the  zeal  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts"  (Isa.  9:7). 

The  hosts  of  Hitler  and  Stalin,  now  engaged  in 
the  bloodiest  battle  of  all  time,  are  indeed  many 
and  mighty  in  their  way,  but  they  are  no  match 
for  the  hosts  which  the  prophet  saw  at  God's  com- 
mand. Remember  the  invisible  "horses  and  char- 
iots of  fire"  which  another  prophet  showed  his 
frightened  servant  (2  Kings  6:17)?  Remember 
the  "more  than  twelve  legions"  which  Jesus  said 
he  might  summon  to  his  defense   (Matt.  26:53)? 

The  exact  connotation  of  this  word  "hosts"  in 
the  scriptural  phrase  "the  Lord  of  hosts"  is  not 
always  clear.  Usually  it  would  seem  to  designate 
innumerable  celestial  beings  conceived  as  standing 
at  attention,  ready  to  do  God's  bidding.  Some- 
times in  the  poetic  imagination  of  the  sacred 
writer  the  heavenly  constellations  are  personified, 
as  when  "the  stars  in  their  courses  fought  against 
Sisera"  (Judges  5:20).  The  term  is  a  symbol  of 
the  idea  that  the  very  foundations  of  the  universe 
are  against  the  enemies  of  God,  all  its  resources  are 
subject  to  his  command.     The  same  thought  is 
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back  of  Jesus'  claim  to  all  the  power  or  authority 
there  is  "in  heaven  and  on  earth"  (Matt.  28:18), 
when  he  gave  the  church  her  great  charge  to  win 
the  world  to  him. 

So  this  is  the  basis  of  our  Christmas  confidence 
that  "peace  on  earth"  is  not  an  idle  dream,  present 
appearances  notwithstanding.  "The  zeal  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts  will  perform  this." 

The  content  of  that  "this"  deserves  more  careful 
inquiry.  "Of  the  increase  of  his  government  and 
of  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of 
David  and  upon  his  kingdom,  to  establish  it  and 
to  uphold  it  with  justice  and  with  righteousness 
from  henceforth  even  for  ever."  Is  your  faith 
equal  to  that,  in  the  face  of  facts  today?  Surely 
Paul  was  right  when  he  said  Isaiah  was  "very 
bold"  (Rom.  10:  20). 

Along  with  "peace"  and  "righteousness,"  key- 
words in  this  eloquent  picture,  we  must  not  forget 
"increase,"  "no  end"  and  "from  henceforth."  The 
last  term  marks  the  glorious  condition  here  de- 
scribed as  existing  from  the  day  the  Prince  of 
Peace  was  born.  "Henceforth"  means  not  some 
distant  future  time  but  from  now  on.  Note  es- 
pecially that  it  is  "the  increase  of  his  government 
and  of  peace,"  not  their  full  fruition  but  the  in- 
crease of  them,  that  has  begun  and  will  continue 
with  "no  end  .  .  .  even  for  ever."  That  is  Isaiah's 
answer  to  the  much  argued  question  whether  the 
world  is  getting  worse  or  better,  but  of  course 
Isaiah  was  "very  bold." 

We  do  know  well — alas!  how  well  right  now — 
that  this  increase  of  goodness  has  been  no  even 
upward  grade  but  makes  its  hazardous  way 
through  many  ins  and  outs  and  ups  and  downs, 
advances,  recessions  and  deadlocks.  The  point  of 
importance  is  that  the  increase  of  his  government 
and  of  peace  does  make  its  way,  its  terribly  dif- 
ficult way,  because  "the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  hosts" 
is  back  of  it. 

The  zeal  of  a  determined  man  is  a  powerful  thing 
when  set  alongside  the  laziness  and  indifference  so 
characteristic  of  well  meaning  people.  What  shall 
we  say  then  of  the  zeal  of  a  determined  God  in 
conflict  with  the  utmost  that  evil-minded  men  can 
do?  The  oceans  and  the  continents  are  his;  the 
resources  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth  are  at  his 
call.  He  is  the  Lord  of  hosts  and  "he  will  not  fail 
nor  be  discouraged  till  he  have  set  justice  in  the 
earth"  (Isa.  42:4). 

Unabashed  and  unashamed  then,  we  shall  join 
the  angelic  choir  and  sing  of  peace  on  earth,  good- 
will toward  men,  even  amid  the  crashing  thunder 
of  man's  artillery  of  hate.  We  stake  our  cause 
upon  the  zeal  of  God.  e.  f. 


In  Great-Grandfather's  Day 

March  12,  1859,  Emanuel  Buechly  of  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  took  pen  in  hand  to  write  a  letter  to 
his  "dearly  beloved  and  respected  children."  Aft- 
er reviewing  some  matters  of  health  and  finance 
he  came  to  "your  request  concerning  the  Gospel 
Visitor."  It  seems  that  there  was  an  impression  in 
someone's  mind  that  Brethren  Kurtz  and  Quinter 
were  publishing  the  paper  for  the  money  there 
was  in  it.  To  this  Bro.  Buechly  replies  that  "I 
have  better  or  more  confidence  in  my  beloved 
brethren  whom  I  knew  I  think  some  twenty  years 
ago,  namely  Brethren  Kurtz  and  Quinter,  as  to  be- 
lieve or  say  that  the  cause  of  their  labor  is  merely 
for  making  money."  Great-grandfather  Buechly 
then  points  out  how  it  takes  money  to  publish  a 
paper  and  that  even  an  editor  cannot  live  without 
bread  to  eat. 

"And  lastly,  to  come  to  a  close,  I  will  tell  you 
that  all  your  brother-in-laws  and  sisters  subscribe 
for  the  same;  and  as  far  as  known  to  me,  all  our 
ministering  and  visiting  brethren  in  three  differ- 
ent districts,  with  many  other  brethren  and  sis- 
ters— namely,  Ashland,  Mohican  and  Chippewa 
congregations.  And  I  know  only  one  brother  that 
was  a  reader  of  the  Gospel  Visitor  that  was  of- 
fended, and  that  was  a  brother  had  made  mention 
against  the  using  of  tobacco,  the  brother  was  John 
Smith,  but  before  long  he  forgave  the  trespass  and 
subscribed  again. 

"We  think  it  not  good  for  brethren  to  have  and 
hold  too  much  prejudication.  Brethren  ought  to 
bear  with  one  another.  There  are  many  of  our 
loving  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  Lord  which 
have  moved  to  the  west  to  seek  for  themselves  and 
their  children  a  home,  and  many  of  them  have  not 
opportunity  like  we  to  come  to  meeting  to  hear 
and  to  see  our  brethren.  We  are  aware  of  Breth- 
ren in  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa  and  Oregon  of 
which  some  of  them  have  not  once  in  a  year  op- 
portunity to  hear  and  see  our  beloved  brethren, 
and  to  such  brethren  and  sisters  the  friendly  ad- 
monitions and  exhortations  of  our  Brethren  which 
is  sent  to  them  by  the  Gospel  Visitor  [are  wel- 
come]." 

These  lines  from  a  great-grandfather's  letter  are 
reprinted  not  only  to  show  how  much  we  have  in 
common  with  those  of  another  day,  but  to  suggest 
that  many  old  letters  and  pictures  should  be  saved 
for  the  light  they  throw  on  Brethren  history. 
Such  materials  can  be  added  to  the  J.  H.  Moore 
Memorial  Library  which  is  now  in  a  vault  at  the 
Brethren  Publishing  House.  For  information  con- 
sult any  member  of  the  Historical  Commission: 
J.  E.  Miller,  Edgar  Rothrock,  J.  I.  Baugher,  L.  W. 
Shultz.  H.  A.  B. 


THE  GENERAL  FORUM 


Ike  £o*t  Wo*d  -  -  -  cMaw? 

BY  D.  W.  KURTZ 

The  word  how  is  the  lost  word — or  at  least,  the 
neglected  word  of  Protestantism.  We  tell  people 
plenty  about  what  they  ought  to  believe  and  do — 
but  how  they  are  to  achieve  is  never  told.  We  are 
also  told  by  the  experts  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  has  developed  a  far  better  technique  on 
how  to  pray,  and  how  to  be  religious  than  we  have. 

The  great  task  of  the  church  is  to  deepen  the 
life  of  the  Spirit  so  that  when  the  temporal  things 
pass,  the  eternal  and  abiding  are  real  and  abun- 
dant enough  to  create  a  better  world.  How  can 
this  deeper  spiritual  life  be  created? 

1.  We  need  a  bigger  and  truer  concept  of  God. 
He  reigns.  Sin  is  rebellion  against  God  and  can- 
not win.  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  but 
exceedingly  fine.  God's  laws — physical  and  spirit- 
ual— cannot  be  broken;  they  break  those  who  go 
against  them. 

God  is  love — and  only  the  spirit  of  Christian 
love  will  work  in  this  world  order. 

2.  We  need  a  willingness  to  surrender  all;  to 
respond  completely,  not  halfheartedly,  with 
doubts  and  selfishness.  We  must  learn  that  God's 
way  is  absolutely  right,  and  we  pray  with  com- 
plete, unreserved  honesty,  "Thy  kingdom  come, 
thy  will  be  done  now,  on  earth  in  me,  and  in  all 
that  I  am  and  have  and  hope  for."  Complete,  un- 
reserved response  to  God. 

3.  We  must  realize  that  Christ  alone  is  the  ade- 
quate revelation  of  God.  God  is  like  Christ.  Only 
personality,  only  the  perfect  personality  of  Christ 
can  reveal  the  personal  God.  The  gospels  are 
witnesses  to  Christ;  so  is  Paul.  But  none  of 
these  documents  can  be  substituted  for  the  living 
personality  of  Christ.  "In  him  was  life  and  the 
life  was  the  light  of  men"  (John  1:4). 

4.  We  must  give  adequate  time  for  Bible  study 
and  prayer.  We  are  too  much  in  a  hurry — too 
many  things  of  this  world  enslave  us — so  we  do 
not  give  enough  time.  No  artist  in  any  field 
achieves  without  taking  adequate  time,  with  great 
interest,  and  discipline.  All  great  musicians  love 
music,  and  they  sacrifice  all  else  for  their  music, 
and  they  discipline  themselves  for  years  to  become 
artists.  So  do  the  athlete,  the  engineer,  the  good 
carpenter  and  the  farmer.  There  is  no  human  ex- 
cellence without  discipline  and  inspiration. 

Why  can  we  not  give  an  hour  each  day  to  definite 
study  of  the  Bible,  and  many  minutes  each  day,  in 
the  midst  of  work,  to  think  about  Christ  and  the 
will  of  God  for  us?  That  is  what  experts  do  in  all 
the  arts  of  man.    The  law  of  excellence  demands 


the    same    in    religion — time    for    discipline    and 
thought. 

5.  There  must  be  action.  Goethe  once  said, 
"Great  thoughts  are  born  in  solitude,  but  charac- 
ter in  the  stream  of  life."  We  never  fully  know 
life  until  we  live  it  in  experience,  in  action.  We 
can  know  about  God,  but  we  cannot  really  know 
God  until  we  obey  him.  "He  that  willeth  to  do  the 
will  shall  know"  (John  7:17).  We  should  study 
our  Bibles  and  pray  in  order  to  act,  to  live,  to  serve. 
If  one  studies  a  foreign  language  to  use  it,  and  then 
does  use  it,  he  makes  great  progress  in  a  few 
months;  but  if  he  studies  it  only  for  credits,  a  four 
years'  course  accomplishes  very  little.  So  it  is  with 
all  life:  it  is  only  in  obedience,  in  action,  in  prac- 
tice that  the  true  understanding  of  the  truth  is  ac- 
complished. 

6.  Private  prayer  is  essential.  I  do  not  know  of 
a  single  author  on  the  subject  of  true  religion, 
achieving  the  spiritual  life,  getting  power  and  joy 
and  victory,  that  does  not  put  at  the  heart  of  all 
"private  prayer."  They  all  agree  that  as  food  is 
necessary  to  keep  alive  the  body,  so  prayer  is  es- 
sential for  the  life  of  the  Spirit. 

Prayer  does  not  mean  to  change  the  mind  of 
God,  for  he  knows  our  needs,  and  is  always  anx- 
ious to  enrich  us.  The  heart  of  all  prayer  is  not 
"my  will  be  done,"  but  "thy  will  be  done  in  me, 
thy  kingdom  come  in  me;  thy  spirit  of  holy  love 
abound  in  me." 

The  prayers  of  the  Bible  are  flooded  with  the 
note  of  appreciation  of  God,  of  praise,  thanksgiv- 
ing and  adoration.  This  spirit  of  appreciation  en- 
joys fellowship  and  communion,  and  it  is  the 
mainspring  for  service  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom 
of  God.    What  we  need  most  is  not  "things"  from 


Only  a  Babe 

BY  ORA  W.  GARBER 

It  was  only  a  babe 

In  that  Bethlehem  manger, 

Only  a  babe 

In  that  rude  cattle  stall; 

And  but  few  could  have  known 

What  the  years  since  have  shown- 

That  that  child  was  the  Christ, 

King  of  kings,  Lord  of  all. 

It  is  only  a  babe 

In  that  crib  by  your  fireside, 

Only  a  babe, 

Precious,  helpless  and  small; 

And  no  one  can  foresee 

What  your  child  yet  may  be. 

Hope  and  pray  that  he  too 

May  be  servant  of  all. 


Elgin,  III. 
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a  heavenly  Santa  Claus;  but  we  need  light,  guid- 
ance, strength  and  courage  to  live  in  this  world 
the  life  of  the  ages.  Every  sincere  prayer  for 
these  spiritual  blessings,  every  prayer  for  light 
and  strength  to  live  according  to  his  will  is  an- 
swered. The  thorn  in  the  flesh  may  not  be  re- 
moved, but  God's  answer  will  be,  "My  grace  is  suf- 
ficient for  thee." 

There  can  be  no  sincere  prayer  without  com- 
plete surrender  of  selfishness  and  pride.  His  will 
is  always  right,  and  right  even  though  it  be  the 
way  of  the  cross;  not  our  wills,  but  his  holy  will 
must  be  the  sincere  desire  of  our  hearts. 

We  must  bring  our  problems  and  tasks  to  him, 
and  in  his  light  we  see;  and  in  fellowship  with  the 
living  Christ  we  get  strength  and  courage. 

7.  Public  worship  has  a  significance  which  can 
be  gotten  in  no  other  way.  The  great  hymns  that 
have  sustained  the  believers  for  centuries,  the 
common  worship  which  binds  men  to  each  other, 
the  witness  of  a  common  faith  sustain  one  and  give 
him  assurance  when  alone  he  cannot  gain  the  vic- 
tory. We  need  the  fellowship  of  the  saints.  It  is 
the  experience  of  multitudes  that  when  they 
ceased  to  attend  public  worship  their  doubts  be- 
gan, and  when  they  reached  their  limit  and  re- 
turned to  the  public  worship  of  the  church,  they 
found  the  sustaining  faith  that  brought  recovery. 
Man  is  never  intended  to  be  alone;  he  is  funda- 
mentally a  social  being.  All  his  culture  comes 
from  his  social  relations.  Religion  was  not  ade- 
quately defined  by  the  Harvard  philosopher  when 
he  said  it  is  "what  a  man  does  with  his  solitude." 
Man  is  at  his  best  when  in  normal  relations,  which 
is  a  social  relationship.  In  fellowship  and  co-op- 
eration the  spirit  becomes  responsive  and  creative. 
"Neglect  not  the  assemblying  of  yourselves"  for 
public  worship. 

8.  Religion  is  the  whole  of  life,  not  a  part  only. 
It  is  the  whole  of  life  in  right  relations.  It  is  all 
seen  and  lived  sub  specie  aeternitatis.  The  religion 
of  Jesus  covers  all  aspects  of  human  existence  and 
endeavors.  Everything  we  think  and  do  should  be 
in  harmony  with  the  kingdom  of  God.  For  the 
true  Christian,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  "secular 
activities";  all  is  sacred.  There  is  no  distinction  in 
the  Bible  between  religion  and  ethics,  for  all  ethics 
is  to  do  the  will  of  God,  which  is  religion.  Every 
human  problem,  whether  personal,  economic,  po- 
litical, social,  or  purely  recreational — all  of  these 
can  be  solved  only  in  harmony  with  the  kingdom 
of  God.  All  of  life  must  be  attuned  to  Christ.  Dr. 
Chas.  M.  Sheldon  a  generation  ago  wrote  that  de- 
lightful book,  In  His  Steps,  or  What  Would  Jesus 
Do.  Over  22,000,000  copies  have  been  sold,  in  a 
hundred  languages.    It  is  one  of  the  simplest,  and 


truest  ways  to  face  our  problems.  The  devotional 
life  is  just  this — what  would  Jesus  do,  today,  in  my 
case,  with  my  particular  problem?  If  we  honestly 
ask  what  the  spirit  of  holy  love,  as  it  was  demon- 
strated in  him,  would  do,  I  am  sure  light  will  come. 
But  we  know  that  light  on  spiritual  truth  has 
moral  conditions:  we  must  be  sincere,  and  ready 
and  eager  to  obey. 

9.  It  will  perhaps  simplify  this  problem  when 
we  remember  that  religion  demands  the  whole 
mind:  intellect,  feelings,  and  will.  We  should 
think  the  thoughts  of  Christ,  know  him  by  Bible 
study  and  obedience.  Secondly — we  should  ap- 
preciate him  who  is  the  fullness  of  grace  and  truth, 
the  Mediator  and  Savior  of  the  world,  the  Friend 
and  Guide  of  each,  who  gave  his  life  to  show  us 
the  way  to  the  Father.  And  finally,  we  not  only 
must  obey,  respond  to  him  and  his  kingdom  with 
all  our  hearts,  but  seek  opportunities  of  service 
every  day,  where  we  can  share  with  others  the 
riches  of  his  gospel,  and  be  living  witnesses  of  the 
reality  of  the  spirit. 

"When  Jacob  saw  the  wagons  he  believed."  He 
doubted  the  words  of  his  imperfect  sons,  but  when 
he  saw  the  Egyptian  wagons  he  believed  that 
Joseph  was  alive  and  planned  for  him  to  go  to 
Egypt.  So  it  is  in  this  world;  men  need  concrete 
evidence.  The  concrete  evidence  for  fai,th  needed 
by  others  is  the  lives  of  the  saints.  We  should 
love  Christ  so  much  that  we  express  his  Spirit 
daily  in  lives  of  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  meekness,  kindness  and 
self-control.  "If  ye  know  these  things,  blessed  are 
ye  if  ye  do  them." 

La  Verne,  Calif. 


The  Virgin  Birth 

BY  GRANT  MAHAN 

There  are  three  views  of  the  birth  of  Christ: 
one  is  that  nothing  of  the  kind  ever  happened; 
there  are  other  views  by  persons  other  than  Chris- 
tians. Then  there  is  the  common  belief  that  he 
was  born  in  the  way  the  New  Testament  records 
it,  and  that  there  were  other  children  in  the  fam- 
ily, sons  and  daughters.  The  Roman  view  is  that 
Mary  was  born  without  sin,  and  that  Jesus  inher- 
ited his  sinlessness  from  her.  If  this  belief  were 
true,  if  Mary  had  to  be  born  without  sin  in  order 
that  Jesus  might  be  sinless,  it  would  seem  that 
Mary's  mother  would  also  have  had  to  be  born 
sinless  in  order  that  Mary  might  be  born  that  way. 
And  so  on  ad  infinitum,  necessitating  a  line  of 
mothers  born  without  sin  back  to  the  beginning. 

We  have  the  record  in  the  Book,  and  we  shall  do 
well  if  we  take  the  Book  at  what  it  says,  nothing 
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more,  and  nothing  less.  We  cannot  take  away 
from  it  something  that  takes  away  our  Christiani- 
ty, for  we  can  have  no  Christianity  without  a  di- 
vine Christ.  There  has  been  a  tendency  to  class 
some  of  the  things  told  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  in  the  Old  as  well,  as  of  little  or  no  import- 
ance, and  that  as  a  consequence  there  is  no  use 
arguing  about  it.  But  it  is  of  very  great  import- 
ance. We  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  Word  of 
God;  and,  believing  this,  there  is  no  part  of  it  that 
can  be  considered  as  of  no  importance.  God 
would  not  have  put  in  his  Book  anything  not  of 
importance  to  those  who  were  to  use  it  as  the  man 
of  their  counsel  through  life. 

The  record  is  plain;  it  can  be  understood  by  any- 
one except  the  very  young  or  those  who  are  de- 
ficient mentally.  Who  are  we  that  we  should  say 
that  God's  Word  is  not  true?  To  deny  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  Bible  record  is  to  try  to  take  away 
our  trust  in  the  Book.  There  have  been  attempts 
almost  without  number  to  do  just  that,  but  in  the 
main  the  churches  have  held  fast  to  the  funda- 
mentals; not  as  well  as  they  should  have,  but  to 
some  extent;  that  is,  they  do  not  deny  them,  and 
they  do  not  affirm  them  as  if  they  were  of  vital 
importance  to  the  religious  world. 

As  to  the  immaculate  conception,  the  Virgin 
Mary  being  born  sinless,  the  Bible  has  nothing  to 
say.  So  far  as  the  evidence  goes,  she  was  born  as 
any  other  Jewish  woman  of  her  class  was  born. 
The  dogma  of  her  sinlessness  is  not  yet  a  hundred 
years  old.  But,  however  she  was  born,  it  is  not 
with  her  that  we  are  concerned  further  than  we 
are  told  in  Scripture,  and  of  her  birth  we  are  told 
nothing  there.  The  most  important  thing  is  that 
Jesus  was  born  as  we  are  told,  as  the  sinless  Son 
of  God.  It  is  his  birth  and  his  life  that  are  of  vital 
concern  to  us,  and  not  that  of  his  mother.  He  is 
the  perfect  one  from  the  beginning,  and  he  is  the 
only  one  in  whose  name  we  can  have  hope  of  sal- 
vation from  sin. 

Mariolatry  forms  no  part  of  our  religion.  We 
believe  of  her  what  the  New  Testament  says. 
That  is  enough;  she  is  blessed  among  women. 
Her  Son,  the  matchless  Son  of  God,  was  set  forth 
as  the  sinless,  the  one  who  should  save  his  people 
from  their  sins.  In  the  Old  Testament  we  are  told 
that  the  seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  ser- 
pent's head.  That  seed  was  Christ.  The  raising 
lap  of  another  lawgiver  was  foretold,  and  that  he 
would  be  born  of  a  virgin. 

Many  men  have  arisen  who  denied  the  divinity 
of  our  Lord.  The  best  answer  we  can  make  to 
them  is  found  in  1  John  2:22-24:  "Who  is  a  liar 
but  he  that  denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ?    He 


is  antichrist,  that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
Whosoever  denieth  the  Son,  the  same  hath  not 
the  Father.  .  .  .  Let  that  therefore  abide  in  you, 
which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning.  If  that 
which  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning  shall  re- 
main in  you,  ye  also  shall  continue  in  the  Son, 
and  in  the  Father.  And  this  is  the  promise  that 
he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life." 

The  Bible  is  not  a  lot  of  writings  thrown  to- 
gether, as  some  would  have  us  believe.  It  is  a 
story  of  the  dealings  of  God  with  his  people  and 
the  world  from  the  beginning.  Men  like  Voltaire, 
Hume,  Paine,  Ingersoll  and  others  have  done  their 
best  to  bring  discredit  upon  our  Lord  and  Savior, 
but  no  other  name  has  been  found  worthy  of  the 
glory  and  honor  and  blessing  that  he  has  received 
through  the  ages  and  will  continue  to  receive 
throughout  all  eternity.  Let  us  remember  the 
promise,  "If  that  which  ye  have  heard  from  the 
beginning  shall  remain  in  you,  ye  also  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  Son,  and  in  the  Father.  And  this  is 
the  promise  that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eter- 
nal life."  It  is  a  conditional  promise;  our  receiv- 
ing depends  on  holding  fast  that  which  we  have 
heard  of  him. 

The  thing  which  we  have  heard  from  the  be- 
ginning, from  early  childhood,  has  been  "that  God 
is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darkness  at  all.  If  we 
say  that  we  have  fellowship  with  him,  and  walk 
in  darkness,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth;  but  if  we 
walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fel- 
lowship one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  his  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

We  must  go  back  to  the  old  question  which  was 
put  to  all  of  us  when  we  professed  faith  in  Jesus, 
"Dost  thou  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  and  that  he  brought  from  heaven  a  saving 
gospel?"  If  we  believe  this  with  our  whole  heart 
and  follow  up  that  believing  with  holy  living, 
then  indeed,  and  not  till  then,  can  we  have  the 
peace  which  passeth  understanding.  But  peace 
does  not  come,  and  cannot  come,  from  a  partial 
belief.  We  must  believe  that  Jesus  came  as  the 
record  gives  it.  It  is  the  great  thing  in  the  Book, 
that  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  He 
was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  as  the  Scripture  says. 
We  cannot  refuse  to  believe  in  the  coming  of  Je- 
sus and  yet  be  made  eternally  happy  by  that  com- 
ing. 

He  came,  lived,  suffered,  died  and  rose  again, 
and  ascended  into  heaven,  where  he  now  stands  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  for  all  who  believe  in  and 
trust  him  for  all  they  have  that  is  best  here  on 
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earth,  and  all  that  we  hope  for  in  the  life  to  come. 
God  be  praised  for  his  great  love  and  his  great 
gift  to  all  who  will  receive  it. 
Homestead,  Fla. 


Orchids  Win  Where  Blows  Fail 

BY  DEAN  PHILLIPS 

A  laborer  was  criticizing  his  employer.  Behind 
his  back,  of  course!  "You  know,"  said  he,  "the  boss 
can't  drive  me  an  inch."  He  thrust  his  face  for- 
ward defiantly.  His  whole  attitude  was  sullen. 
He  wanted  to  fight!  Suddenly  he  relaxed  and 
grinned,  a  bit  sheepishly.  "But  I'd  work  my  head 
off  for  him,  if  only  he'd  give  me  a  word  of  praise 
occasionally." 

Without  realizing  it,  perhaps,  the  laborer  ex- 
pressed a  great  truth.  Words  of  appreciation  oft- 
en accomplish  wonders.  People  hate  to  be  driven. 
Any  suggestion  of  force  is  resented.  It  hurts  their 
pride.  They  like  to  seem  important,  to  feel  inde- 
pendent. Compliment  them,  or  their  work,  and 
see  them  speed  up!  Previous  records  will  be 
smashed.  There  will  be  an  incentive  to  work, 
greater  even  than  the  need  of  money. 

Nor  is  the  laborer  alone  encouraged,  uplifted, 
or  inspired  by  words  of  praise.  Whoever  utters 
them  feels  better  and  happier  afterwards.  Happi- 
ness works  in  two  ways.  We  cannot  make  others 
happy  without  becoming  happy  ourselves! 

If  you  are  inclined  to  take  things  for  granted,  as 
if  they  were  due  you;  if  you  do  not  bother  to  say 
whether  you  like  what  is  done  for  you,  or  not,  you 
miss  a  great  deal.  Suppose,  just  for  once,  you  try 
being  different.  Let  whoever  has  done  something 
that  pleases  you — even  if  it  was  not  done  for  you 
personally — know  that  you  like  it  and  are  grate- 
ful. The  chances  are  that  you  will  feel  so  good 
over  it  you  will  try  it  again  and  again. 

Why  be  stingy  with  praise,  or  hide  affection? 
There  is  no  good  reason.  Those  we  love,  especial- 
ly home  folks,  who  are  so  sincere  and  open  in 
their  affection  for  us,  have  a  right  to  know  where 
they  stand  in  our  hearts.  It  is  not  enough  to  let 
them  assume  that  we  care.  We  ought  to  show  and 
prove  it. 

The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  friends.  When 
one  dies,  we  hurry  to  send  flowers  and  go  to  the 
home.  Weeping,  we  stand  beside  the  casket  and 
mourn.  "He  was  my  best  friend,"  we  say.  "I 
thought  the  world  of  him!"  That  is  all  very  fine. 
It  may  even  be  true.    But  did  the  friend  know  it? 

What  a  great  joy  it  must  have  been  to  him,  if  he 
did.  On  the  other  hand,  how  unfortunate  for 
both  if  he  did  notl  Going  along  through  life,  he 
may  have  been  lonely  and  weary  and  discouraged 


many  times.  Perhaps  a  smile,  a  touch  of  the  hand, 
a  friendly  word  or  two  would  have  helped  him 
over  the  hill. 

Such  cases  are  frequent.  The  living  have  more 
need  of  flowers  than  the  dead!  Look  around  and 
see.  Few  will  admit  hunger  for  human  interest 
and  affection,  but  it  exists,  just  the  same.  If  fig- 
ures could  be  compiled,  we  might  be  surprised  to 
find  more  suffering  from  soul-hunger  than  lack  of 
food! 

Rock  Island,  III. 


Eternal  Christmas 

BY  ROY  P.  HYLTON 

Sometime,  somewhere  in  ages  past 
A  soul  was  born,  a  spirit  new; 
A  hope  supreme,  a  love  more  vast 
That  men  had  dared  look  forward  to. 

It  weathered  storms  and  braved  the  foe 
Of  all  that's  kind  and  good  and  free; 
It  dwelt  apart  on  earth  below, 
Survived  upon  the  yuletide  tree. 

Men  wondered  much,  and  pondered  too 
In  vain  attempts  this  soul  to  see; 
But  none  achieved  this  aim,  though  true — 
The  secret  of  eternity. 

At  last  there  came  a  Truth  so  grand, 
The  soul  of  God  travailed  in  birth; 
This  edict  shall  forever  stand, 
"Good  will  to  men  and  peace  on  earth." 

The  tumult  and  the  clamor  ceased; 
Men's  eyes  were  raised  to  God  in  heaven. 
The  love  of  Truth  shall  be  increased, 
Eternal  strife  from  earth  be  driven. 

The  secret  is  at  last  revealed, 
God's  love  to  man  shall  never  die; 
Though  long  the  Truth  has  been  concealed 
Eternal  hope  shall  fructify. 

The  hoped  ideal  of  men's  estate, 
By  skeptics  called  an  idle  dream, 
As  men  know  time — it  cometh  late — 
And  who  shall  judge  the  finished  scheme? 

Though  countless  ages  need  suffice 
Eternal  hope  to  be  revealed; 
More  progress  gained  by  man's  advice — 
Fit  carnage  for  the  battlefield! 

While  time  shall  last  and  fate  moves  on, 
Persistent  progress  of  the  soul; 
Still  brighter  days  are  yet  to  come, 
Eternal  Christmas  is  the  goal. 

Eternal?    Yes,  from  age  to  age. 
Good  will  and  peace  in  birth  travail, 
The  dream  of  men,  both  youth  and  sage — 
Eternal  Christmas  must  prevail. 
La  Verne,  Calif. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


*7<4e  Penned  Qlutice, 

BY  ADA  SELL 

Miriam  gave  the  chubby  hand  she  held  extra 
pressure  as  she  and  her  tiny  son  approached  the 
sacred  city.  It  was  Friday.  She  was  due  at  the 
Wall,  but  she  did  not  feel  like  mourning;  she  would 
go  and  pray.  She  had  not  told  her  mother  her 
"guilty"  secret,  which  held  no  guilt  to  her.  No! 
She  would  never  admit  that!  Anna  had  rebuked 
her.    Anna  was  her  cousin  and  bosom  friend. 

"Why  should  this  Nazarene  lay  hands  on  the 
child,  Miriam?  Are  you  not  descended  from  one 
who  was  so  recently  a  member  of  the  Sanhedrin 
itself?  What  would  he  say  of  this?  You  are  her- 
etic; I  could  tell  it  to  Uncle  Laban,  who  now  pre- 
sides at  this  holy  council.    I  should  tell  it!" 

"No,  no,  please,  Anna,  dear!  For  this  dear  Jesus 
who  so  lovingly  blesses  the  little  ones,  I  would 
go  through  fire.  I  would,  indeed!  But  quarreling 
I  could  never  abide.  Should  Laban  start  to  casti- 
gate me  with  his  tongue,  so  caustic,  so  deadly,  I 
would  collapse!" 

"Think  you  I  like  to  have  him  so  reviled?" 

"Reviled!  No.  I  meant  it  not  thus!  But  all 
agree  his  wrath  is  fearful!" 

"Deserved,  yes.  But  what  is  there  about  this 
carpenter  that  beguiles  you,  cousin?  Are  not  the 
hands  of  our  fathers  equally  and  more  potent?" 

"No,  Anna.  These  fathers  would  have  it  appear 
that  they  are  too  busy  with  momentous  affairs  to 
even  notice  little  children.  I  know  whereof  I 
speak,  for  time  and  time  again  have  I  walked 
past  them  with  my  little  Benjy.  To  stand  on  a 
street  corner  and  piously  gaze  upward,  breathing 
long  sanctimonious  words,  and  not  speak  to  a 
child  once  in  a  while,  .  .  .  well,  to  me  it  seems 
not  religious." 

"What  is  there  about  this  Jesus  that  so  thrills 
you,  Miriam?    I  will  have  answer." 

"Anna,  he  is  a  Savior!  He  is  the  One  whom 
the  prophet  Isaiah  foretold!  Heard  you  not  the 
lesson  in  the  synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  past?  He 
is  the  Messiah!  I  am  so  certain  of  it.  I  want  him 
to  take  my  Benjy  in  his  arms  and  bless  him  as  he 
did  Ephraim  and  John.  I  will  have  it  so!  If  you 
had  heard  him  say,  'Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven.'  It  was  so  beautiful!  And 
when  he  told  of  the  lost  boy,  my  heart  broke.  He 
is  so  forgiving!  One  can  hope  to  be  taken  back  to 
his  heart  if  one  is  truly  repentant!  Yes,  with  his 
way,  Leah  would  not  have  been  stoned,  no!  How 
terrible!  I  heard  him  say,  'Let  him  who  is  with- 
out sin  first  cast  the  stone.'    That  was  somewhat 


Jesus  as  Friend  of  the  Children 

similar,  but  a  hardened  sinner.  Not  like  Leah, 
my  darling  sister,  who  through  weakness  fell  in  an 
unguarded  moment.  This  Jesus  does  not  condone 
sin,  but  he  loves  the  sinner.  This  Jesus  would  have 
forgiven  her.     The  law  is  cruel!     Oh,  so  cruel!" 

As  Miriam  sobbed  wildly,  Anna  shook  her,  and 
threatened.  She  would  tell  her  Uncle  Laban.  Of 
a  sudden,  Miriam's  face  was  alight. 

"There!  There  he  is!  Healing  that  poor  blind 
man!  Is  he  not  marvelous?  A  new  light,  one  I 
have  never  seen  before,  shines  in  his  eyes.  Come, 
Benjy,  I  will  take  you  to  him.    Master!    Wait." 

Jesus  of  Nazareth  turned  and  smiled  at  the 
mother  and  child.  Eagerly  Miriam  thrust  Benjy 
into  his  arms.  Rapturously  she  saw  the  Savior 
lay  his  hands  on  the  dark  head.  There  was  some- 
thing definitely  divine  about  it  all.  Miriam  sud- 
denly recollected  a  childhood  experience.  She  had 
been  at  the  inn!  She  was  only  about  five  years 
older  than  the  Savior.  She  had  seen  the  gold, 
frankincense,  and  myrrh.  She  had  seen  the  moth- 
er and  Child.  She  had  talked  with  shepherds, 
neighbors  who  had  been  on  the  hillside  that  first 
morning  when  the  Holy  Child  lay  in  the  manger 
and  the  hills  resounded  with  the  angels'  song. 
Why  did  her  own  loved  ones  ignore  all  this?  She 
would  follow  him!  The  Master  still  spoke  to  her 
boy,  and  to  other  children  who  had  gathered. 
Anna  had  retreated  a  short  distance,  and  stood 
glowering.    She  lingered  for  Miriam.    As  the  two 
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rejoined  her,  Anna  set  her  lips  in  a  decisive  line. 

"I  have  no  other  way.    I  shall  tell  my  uncle." 

"I  care  not  now,  cousin!  I  have  new  strength. 
Do  what  you  must  do,  but  quickly.  I  cannot  bear 
suspense.  I  love  him!  My  heart  has  enthroned 
this  Savior;  he  is  mine,  my  lily  of  the  valley,  my 
rose  of  Sharon.  He  it  is  who  came  to  the  city  of 
David,  as  the  prophet  foretold.  It  is  thirty-two 
years  ago  this  day.  I  will  follow  him,  wheresoe'er 
he  leads." 

"I  will  too,  mother.    I  love  him  too,  mother." 

Then  as  the  mother  kissed  her  child,  he  started 
to  sob.  What  was  wrong?  Was  not  his  Aunt 
Anna  looking  very,  very  angry? 

"You  will  have  to  accept  whatever  fate  is  meted 
out  to  you,  you  heretic  to  the  faith  of  your  fath- 
ers!" 

It  sounded  grim,  but  Miriam  was  unafraid.  She 
would  follow  her  Master  all  the  way. 

Altoona,  Pa. 


Christmas  Out  of  the  Kitchen 

BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 

Friends  and  families  with  favorite  flavors  are  a 
joy  beyond  compare  at  Christmas  time.  Go  into 
the  kitchen  with  your  Christmas  list  and  give 
gifts  that  are  suitable  and  that  will  be  thankfully 
received.  You  cannot  go  wrong  because  everyone 
must  eat,  and  you  may  be  sure  such  a  gift  will 
not  be  put  on  a  shelf  to  collect  dust  while  the 
recipient  wonders  just  what  to  do  with  it.  Christ- 
mas is  a  neighborly  and  well-wishing  time  and, 
since  unexpected  greetings  are  pleasant,  nothing 
could  be  more  pleasant  than  an  unusual  dish  of 
food — dish  and  all. 

If  you  are  a  foresighted  person  your  shelves  are 
filled  with  jellies  and  preserves.  Select  a  half- 
dozen  glasses — rich  Christmas-red  cherry  pre- 
serves, orange  marmalade  or  deep-purple  grape 
jelly  that  sparkles  in  the  sun,  wrap  them  in  match- 
ing or  contrasting  cellophane  with  a  ruff  on  top, 
and  decide  which  friend  would  prefer  them  to  al- 
most anything  else. 

But  suppose  the  favorite-flavor  idea  has  just 
popped  into  your  head — this  gift-out-of-the-kitch- 
en  business.    Let's  think! 

How  Mr.  G. —  used  to  eat  apricot  pudding  when 
he  came  to  dinner,  yes,  and  his  family  too!  He 
shall  have  one.  Make  a  plain  cake  batter,  fill  with 
dried  apricots,  cooked,  sweetened  and  mashed 
slightly,  and  bake  in  a  moderate  oven.  Cool,  wrap 
attractively  and  send  with  a  jar  of  good  cream. 
That's  what  tops  it. 

Our  neighbor   on  the   north   always   exclaims 


over  spicy  odors  when  she  happens  in  on  baking 
day.  A  cooky  jar  or  plate  (inexpensive  but  see 
to  it  that  it  is  attractive)  filled  with  oatmeal  cook- 
ies is  just  the  thing.  Make  them  very  special, 
chock-full  of  raisins  and  nuts. 

The  little  crippled  boy  across  the  way  loves 
gelatin  desserts  on  his  tray  better  than  any  other, 
and  a  radio  program  advertising  a  brand  is  his 
favorite  one.  Make  it  strawberry  or  lime  for  a 
Christmas  color  and  fill  it  so  full  of  cut  oranges, 
bananas,  pineapple,  dates  and  marshmallows  that 
his  eyes  will  dance  and  his  body  be  nourished.  The 
dish  carrying  it  to  him  may  be  a  container  for  his 
fruit  the  rest  of  the  year. 

To  Cousin  Carrie  even  a  picnic  isn't  a  picnic 
without  a  chocolate  cake.  Bake  one  in  an  oblong 
pyrex  cake  "pan"  and  cover  with  fluffy  white  icing 
topped  with  cocoanut.  What  is  more  satisfying 
than  a  nicely  browned  cake  showing  through 
pyrex! 

For  the  sisters  who  have  such  different  tastes — 
but  very  definite  ones — there  may  be  silk  stockings, 
stationery,  books  and  other  gifts;  but  they  like 
your  cooking.  Include  them  in  this  favorite- 
flavor  Christmas.  Edna  likes  puddings  with  sauce 
— anything  from  plain  cottage  to  suet  with  its  nuts 
and  fruit.  Make  her  one  of  your  new  steamed 
fig  puddings  in  an  attractive  mold  and  accompany 
it  with  a  jar  of  sauce. 

Donna  likes  things  cooked  together — a  meal  in 
a  dish — mixed  flavors.  Boiled  dinners  and  goulash- 
es make  her  happy — and  she  has  a  fondness  for 
pottery.  Get  for  her  a  colored  pottery  casserole 
in  an  unusual  shape  and  bake  in  it  a  combination 
of  diced  bacon,  onion  slices,  spaghetti,  tomatoes, 
carrot  sticks,  and  chopped  beef  or  ham.  No  mat- 
ter what  else,  she'll  like  that. 

It  may  be  only  a  jar  of  sage  from  your  garden 
or  a  glass  or  two  of  mint  jelly.  But  try  to  suit 
your  gift  to  favorite  flavors. 

Think  of  someone  for  whom  candy  would  be  a 
treat — maybe  the  new  neighbor,  a  mother  with 
four  small  children.  Make  it  divinity  fudge  and 
add  chopped  maraschino  cherries,  as  well  as  nut 
meats — that  will  be  the  Christmas  note.  Fill  a 
covered  vegetable  dish  or  metal  box  with  it — 
either  of  which  she  will  find  plenty  of  uses  for 
throughout  the  year. 

Franklin,  Grove,  III. 


"And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multi- 
tude of  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  saying, 
Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will  toward  men"  (Luke  2:13,  14). 
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^Uz  Pnince  jo^  Peace 

BY  MARTHA  N.  PARKER 

Down  the  hutung,  a  side  street  in  a  Chinese  city, 
the  native  pastor  walked  slowly,  and  with  head 
bowed,  as  he  listened  to  Mr.  Chang,  one  of  the 
members  of  his  depleted  flock.  The  latter  was 
talking  haltingly  but  with  deep  earnestness.  The 
Christmas  season  which  had  just  passed  had  been 
a  trying  and  tense  time  for  the  faithful  little  group 
of  Christians.  But  in  spite  of  all  that  had  hap- 
pened, a  few  had  dared  to  gather  on  Christmas 
Day  in  the  pastor's  home  for  prayer  and  to  hear 
again  the  Christmas  story. 

"My  faith  has  been  greatly  shaken,"  said  Mr. 
Chang.  "I  do  not  know  what  impelled  me  to  risk 
attending  the  meeting  at  your  house  the  other  day. 
Then,  after  all  that  has  happened,  that  you  should 
read  the  scripture  foretelling  the  birth  and  reign 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  which  you  say  was  fulfilled 
in  the  Christ,  seems  to  me  ironic.  Do  you  recall 
you  read  that  same  scripture  at  the  big  Christmas 
meeting  in  the  church  two  years  ago?  It  impressed 
me  very  much  then,  for  I  had  seen  in  that  first  year 
of  Japanese  occupation  how  you  Christians  had 
gone  on  with  your  work  little  bothered  by  the 
Japanese.  All  during  the  time  I  was  a  refugee  in 
your  compound,  and  after  that  while  my  daughter 
was  in  the  mission  school,  I  attended  church.  And 
that  Christmas  I  heard  you  speak  of  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  the  Prince  of  Peace." 

"And  what  else?"  encouraged  the  native  pastor. 

"Many  have  been  the  war  lords  who  through 
the  centuries  have  promised  peace  and  prosperity 
to  our  people,"  continued  Mr.  Chang.  "Yet  in  the 
end  they  always  have  added  heavier  burdens  and 
have  continued  to  fight  over  our  land.  It  had 
seemed  for  a  time  that  China  was  to  become  a 
united,  peaceful  nation — or  until  the  Japanese  be- 
gan their  invasion  and  again  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  war.  And  this  time  from  those  of  us  who  were 
just  outside  the  city,  taxes  in  grain  and  money  had 
been  required  by  both  the  Japanese  and  our  own 
Chinese  troops.  We  were  constantly  watched  and 
suspected  by  both  sides.  But  most  of  you  Chris- 
tians seemed  so  secure  and  unafraid  amidst  it  all. 
So  when  you  spoke  of  his  kingdom  of  justice  and 
peace  I  wanted  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ.  But 
now  two  years  later  all  seems  to  be  in  chaos.  Ev- 
eryone is  suffering  alike.  Some  of  our  Chinese 
brethren  have  been  killed;  our  American  friends 
have  been  forced  to  leave  to  save  our  lives.  So- 
called  Christian  countries  are  fighting  in  Europe. 
Where  is  the  justice  promised  to  those  of  his  king- 
dom? Where  is  the  peace  promised  to  his  fol- 
lowers?" 


All  during  the  long  speech  the  old  Chinese 
pastor  had  said  not  a  word,  but  his  head  had 
dropped  lower  and  lower,  and  an  expression  of 
sadness  had  deepened  the  lines  of  care  which  the 
last  few  months  had  stamped  on  his  face.  Oft  had 
he  been  discouraged,  he  reflected,  to  find  among 
his  flock  those  who  had  been  driven  away  by  the 
first  signs  of  trouble:  "rice  Christians"  or  "fair 
weather  Christians"  folks  called  them.  But  that 
this  man  of  great  influence,  who  was  so  sincere  and 
earnest,  who  had  come  with  such  humility  and 
faith  to  talk  with  him  and  then  later  to  ask  for 
baptism,  that  after  two  years  of  church  attendance, 
close  association  with  the  missionaries  and  with 
other  Christians,  he  should  so  little  understand 
the  Christian  message!  Had  all  the  pastor's 
sermons,  all  his  talks  with  Mr.  Chang,  yes,  even 
his  life  and  the  life  of  other  leaders  of  the  church — 
had  all  these  failed  to  reveal  the  kind  and  quality 
of  the  peace  to  be  found  in  Christ? 

"Oh,  if  I  could  go  now  on  up  to  the  house  of  my 
old  missionary  friend  and  share  this  new  burden 
with  him.  But  he  is  gone,"  the  pastor  sighed 
within  himself.  In  utter  dejection,  although  his 
lips  remained  still,  his  heart  cried  out  to  God  in 
prayer,  "O  God,  has  our  work,  our  very  lives 
through  all  these  trying  times,  been  utterly  in  vain, 
that  even  this  sincere  seeker  has  not  understood 
the  message  we  have  tried  to  give?" 

As  the  pastor  had  not  answered  him,  Mr.  Chang 
turned  to  look  at  the  minister.  As  a  wilted  flower 
might  again  revive  after  a  hot  day  when  in  the 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  December  20-27 
All  those  who  are  personally  acquainted  with  Elsie  N. 
Shiekel  know  that  she  becomes  so  absorbed  in  her  tasks 
that  she  easily  forgets  to  write  letters.     Fortunate  in- 
deed  are   her   friends   who   hear 
from   her.     No   recent   word   has 
come  to  the  office  from  her,  but 
we  know  of  a  certainty  that  she 
is  very  busy  with  her  classes  and 
supervision    work   in   the   schools 
at  Bulsar,  India. 

In  the  past  twenty  years  Sister 
Shiekel  has  endeavored  to  share 
high  ideals  of  Christian  living  and 
to  set  excellent  standards  of  prac- 
tical education  among  the  youth 
of  India  at  the  stations  where  she 
has  served.  Her  whole  time  and 
strength  has  been  given  to  this 
work.  Many  are  the  young  women  of  our  mission  who 
are  able  to  say  that  the  lessons  taught  by  Shiekel  Miss 
Sahib  have  changed  their  lives  for  good  in  every  way. 

Let  us  be  co-workers  with  Sister  Shiekel  by  praying 
for  her  work,  for  all  those  with  whom  she  comes  in  con- 
tact and  for  her  herself. 
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evening  it  receives  a  shower  of  cool  water,  so  the 
pastor  now  stood  erect,  and  with  a  faraway  but 
alert  look  in  his  eyes.  It  seemed  as  if  he  were 
listening  to  some  voice  which  Mr.  Chang  could 
not  hear. 

And  truly  it  was  so,  for  as  if  in  answer  to  his 
cry  of  despair  the  Spirit  of  Christ  spoke  thus  to 
Pastor  Sung:  "Yes,  I  too  labored  earnestly  and 
intensely,  teaching  twelve  of  my  most  sincere  and 
ardent  seekers,  in  the  hope  that  they  could  carry 
on  my  work.  And  yet — and  yet  on  the  very  eve 
of  leaving  them,  they  so  misunderstood  my  mes- 
sage as  to  think  that  I  was  about  to  meet  the  com- 
ing crisis  by  establishing  an  earthly  kingdom.  And 
saddest  of  all,  so  far  were  they  from  comprehend- 
ing that  its  very  foundations  are  service  and  love 
that  two  of  them  asked  for  places  of  honor  in  my 
kingdom!  Knowing  that  my  time  with  them  was 
indeed  short,  after  what  last-minute  teaching  I 
could  give  them  in  that  upper  room,  I  commended 
them  to  my  Father's  care.  And  though  it  took  my 
death  and  my  final  separation  from  them  to  make 
them  ready  to  receive  my  spirit  and  to  understand 
my  message,  yet  all  but  one  of  the  twelve  proved 
themselves  worthy  to  become  pillars  in  the  foun- 
dation of  God's  kingdom,  which  has  now  spread 
around  the  world  in  the  hearts  of  some  in  almost 
every  nation.  Have  faith!  You  have  yet  a  great 
opportunity  before  you  to  help  this  man  and  many 
others  to  understand  my  message  to  the  world." 

With  a  new  vision,  and  with  the  power  that  came 
from  it,  the  pastor  turned  to  Mr.  Chang  and  said 
with  calm  assurance:  "Christ's  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world.  He  never  promised  us  material  bless- 
ings, such  as  rain  for  our  crops  in  the  midst  of 
drought,  or  protection  for  us  and  our  families  in 
the  midst  of  war  and  disaster.  The  peace  he  prom- 
ises is  peace  of  mind  and  soul,  peace  that  comes 
because  we  know  that  whatever  happens  nothing 
can  disturb  our  real  innermost  selves,  for  nothing 
can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God.  But  before 
we  can  know  or  understand  that  peace,  we  must 
have  God's  love  in  our  hearts.  His  kingdom  has 
not  failed!  Christianity  has  not  failed!  But  many 
men  who  profess  Christ's  name  have  failed  him. 
Yes,  even  many  of  our  own  number!  We  have 
hate,  greed  and  selfishness  in  our  hearts.  We  ask 
for  ourselves,  or  for  our  families,  or  for  our  nation 
special  blessings,  a  special  place  of  honor  in  the 
world.  Even  in  this  way  many  who  profess  to 
love  God,  which  means  to  love  their  fellow  men 
also,  pray  for  China's  victory.  What  we  should  all 
pray  is  that  his  kingdom  may  come  in  the  hearts 
of  our  people  and  in  the  hearts  of  the  Japanese 
people,  for  only  when  his  kingdom  of  peace  and 
justice  is  established  in  the  hearts  of  men  all  over 


the  world  will  a  just  peace  be  realized,  and  of  his 
kingdom  there  will  be  no  end." 

The  pastor  stopped  speaking  suddenly  as  he  be- 
came conscious  of  their  surroundings;  then  he  con- 
tinued, "Here,  we  have  arrived  at  my  home.  Come 
in  with  me.  Let  us  pray  together  that  God  will 
remove  hate,  selfishness  and  fear  from  our  hearts. 
Let  us  pray  that  we  may  love  our  enemies,  those 
who  persecute  us;  that  we  may  have  a  faith,  love 
and  peace  that  comes  only  when  the  Prince  of 
Peace  reigns  within  us." 

Home  on  Furlough  From  China. 


Becoming  a  Missionary  Pastor 

BY  CHALMER  FAW 

Number  Three 
In  addition  to  the  group  of  villages  within  the 
immediate  area  of  his  station,  the  missionary  pas- 
tor has  under  his  care  several  more  distant  centers 
manned  by  full-time  preacher-teachers,  and  each 
with  its  galaxy  of  villages  about  it  in  which  serv- 
ices are  held.  We  usually  refer  to  these  as  "com- 
munity centers."  As  overseer  of  these  the  pastor 
is  beset  with  all  manner  of  problems.  Not  only  is 
he  the  spiritual  supervisor  of  these  far-flung  groups 
but,  in  a  way  in  which  only  one  who  has  tried  it 
can  fully  understand,  he  must  minister  to  a  hun- 
dred and  one  little  physical  and  social  needs  of 
these  men  and  their  work. 

Here  is  a  community  center  worker  whose  wife 
has  gone  home  to  mother  for  any  one  of  a  dozen 
wifely  reasons  and  it  is  the  pastor  who  must  bring 
them  together  again  so  that  his  man  can  do  credit- 
able work.  Here  is  a  schoolhouse  with  a  leaky 
roof.  The  pastor  is  called  upon  to  do  something 
about  it  or  get  someone  else  to.  Here  is  another 
community  center  man  who  walks  in  eighteen 
miles  through  rough  country  just  to  get  a  handful 
of  chalk  for  his  school,  and  it  is  to  the  pastor  that 
he  comes.  Thus  school  and  church  equipment, 
building  repairs,  family  problems,  details  of  pro- 
cedure, matters  of  debts,  business  deals  and  a  score 
of  other  problems  all  come  under  the  office  of  the 
mission  pastorate.  The  direction  of  all  our  efforts 
is,  of  course,  to  teach  them  to  take  care  of  many  of 
their  own  detailed  needs,  but  the  civilizing  process 
is  slow  and  painful  at  times. 

It  is,  of  course,  the  spiritual  needs  of  his  com- 
munity centers  that  the  pastor  finds  his  greatest 
challenge.  Physical  and  social  factors  are  impor- 
tant, but  he  cannot  forget  that  his  primary  purpose 
in  coming  to  this  land  is  to  aid  in  the  spiritual  and 
mental  development  of  the  people.  Perhaps  he 
goes  to  each  center  and  spends  several  days  with 
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his  workers  there,  consulting  with  the  leaders 
about  their  problems,  answering  their  questions, 
visiting  their  out-village  work,  preaching  to  the 
local  church.  An  ever  important  feature  of  his 
work,  also,  is  that  of  saluting  and  making  friends 
with  the  village  chiefs  and  men  of  power.  All  co- 
operation from  the  local  villagers  must  head  up  in 
the  thinking  of  the  elders  and  chief  of  the  village. 
In  some  villages  these  head  men  are  themselves 
the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  our  schools  and 
religious  services.  In  all  villages  the  opinions  of 
the  head  men  are  highly  respected  and  friendship 
with  this  group  is  extremely  essential  to  a  strong 
local  church.  Perhaps  the  missionary  pastor  makes 
a  more  hurried  trip  to  one  of  the  outposts,  partic- 
ularly to  settle  some  one  problem.  In  either  event 
he  sees  his  community  center  men  in  action,  as 
leaders  moving  among  their  own  people,  proclaim- 
ing and  exemplifying  the  gospel  of  a  fuller  life. 
He  also  sees  them  as  very  needy  persons  them- 
selves, despite  their  training,  often  falling  short  of 
the  trust  put  in  them.  For  these  leaders,  all  of 
them  still  young  in  years,  torn  from  their  old  tribal 
moorings,  given  a  dash  of  education  and  a  start  in 
their  religious  life,  and  sent  out  with  equipment 
and  a  show  of  authority  greater  than  that  of  the 


elders  of  the  village,  are  subject  to  grave  tempta- 
tions. The  heart  of  the  pastor  is  saddened  as  he 
learns  of  this  community  center  worker  yielding 
at  last  to  tribal  pressure  and  his  own  desires  and 
taking  a  second  wife,  thus  disqualifying  himself 
for  his  work,  or  of  that  one  guilty  of  theft,  or  of 
another  who  lets  trading  interests  crowd  out  his 
religious  witness  and  educational  efficiency.  It  is 
a  work  with  both  its  lights  and  shadows.  Where 
one  slips,  others  stand  stalwart  and  strong,  reas- 
suring the  missionary  that  his  work  has  not  all 
been  sown  to  the  wind.  Here  and  there  strong 
testimonies  to  the  truth  and  power  of  the  Christian 
religion  ring  out  in  the  life  and  example  of  some 
sterling  Christian  in  one  of  these  isolated  out- 
villages.  Fine  young  men  stand  up  before  their 
village  elders  and  take  the  Christian  covenant,  the 
first  step  toward  church  membership.  Others,  hav- 
ing been  tried  and  found  worthy  under  persecution 
and  adverse  conditions,  ask  for  baptism.  All  these 
gladden  the  heart  of  the  pastor.  Lights  and 
shadows  there  are  indeed,  but  by  their  very  con- 
trasts they  cast  across  the  path  a  pattern  of  satis- 
fying beauty,  like  the  pattern  of  life  itself,  varie- 
gated but  deeply  fascinating. 
Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


.    .    .    B^e^A^est   S&uuce.    Go-mwUttee   A/eatd,   .    .    . 


Civilian  Public  Service 

The  following  notice  has  come  from  Paul  Comly 
French,  Washington,  D.  C,  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
National  Service  Board  for  Religious  Objectors: 

"There  has  been  considerable  discussion  recently 
about  the  whole  appeal  procedure  for  men  who  have 
been  refused  IV-E  classification  by  local  boards,  hear- 
ing officers  of  the  Department  of  Justice  and  Selective 
Service  Appeal  Boards.  Evan  Thomas  and  Dr.  Charles 
Boss  have  both  talked  to  General  Hershey  about  the 
problem  with  me.  Yesterday  I  spent  more  than  an 
hour  with  him  going  over  the  details  of  the  situation 
and  trying  to  arrive  at  a  fair  solution. 

"In  an  attempt  to  clarify  the  whole  problem,  I  am  re- 
stating some  of  the  procedure.  When  a  local  board 
fails  to  place  a  registrant  in  IV-E,  the  individual  can 
file  an  appeal  to  the  Appeal  Board  in  the  Selective 
Service  system  within  ten  days  after  notice  of  classi- 
fication. This  appeal  is  then  sent  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  (without  any  action  or  comment  on  the  part 
of  the  Appeal  Board)  for  investigation  by  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation.  After  information  has  been 
assembled  about  the  registrant,  an  informal  hearing  is 
held  by  a  hearing  officer  appointed  by  the  Department 
of  Justice.  The  report  of  the  hearing  officer  is  sent  to 
Linton  Collins,  assistant  to  the  Attorney  General  in 
Washington,  for  review,  and,  if  approved,  is  sent  to  the 
Appeal  Board. 

"The  recommendation  of  the  Hearing  Officer  is  ad- 
visory and  the  Appeal  Board,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Selective  Service  and  Training  Act,  is  not  bound  to 
support  such  a  recommendation.     As  a  practical  mat- 


ter,  however,   the   majority   of   the   Appeal   Boards   do 
accept  the  recommendation. 

"If  the  Appeal  Board's  decision  is  unfavorable  to  the 
registrant,  an  appeal  may  be  filed  with  the  State  Di- 
rector. It  is  at  this  point  that  some  of  the  difficulties 
of  the  past  have  developed.  Some  State  Directors  have 
felt  unable  to  appeal  the  decision  of  the  Appeal  Board, 
and  some  registrants,  not  understanding  the  technical 
machinery  of  the  Selective  Service  System,  have  be- 
lieved that  an  appeal  letter  to  the  State  Director,  Gen- 
eral Hershey  or  the  President,  was  equivalent  to  a  stay 
of  assignment  to  camp. 

"THIS  IS  NOT  THE  CASE  UNLESS  THE  LOCAL 
BOARD  NOTIFIES  THE  REGISTRANT,  OR  UNLESS 
THE  STATE  DIRECTOR  SO  INFORMS  THE  REGIS- 
TRANT, THAT  INDUCTION  IN  THE  ARMY  HAS 
BEEN  DELAYED. 

"At  this  point  General  Hershey  suggests  that  ALL 
pertinent  information  be  sent  to  the  National  Service 
Board  for  transmittal  to  him.  In  the  past  many  reg- 
istrants have  delayed  sending  such  material  to  Wash- 
ington until  the  day  before  induction.  General  Her- 
shey feels,  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  me,  that  it  should 
be  possible  to  have  all  material  in  his  hands  as  soon 
as  a  man  knows  that  he  is  to  be  inducted  into  the  army. 

"He  obviously  cannot  agree  to  reverse  the  decision 
of  Appeal  Boards,  but  he  is  willing  to  review  each  case 
on  the  facts  if  he  has  sufficient  time  to  go  into  them 
carefully.  A  group  of  six  men  in  the  National  Head- 
quarters of  Selective  Service  devote  a  major  portion  of 
their  time  to  handling  appeal  cases  and  reviewing  the 
evidence  in  the  record. 
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"General  Hershey  has  agreed  that  if  the  number  of 
appeals  rejected  by  any  one  hearing  officer  seems 
greater  than  the  average  in  other  areas,  he  would  be 
willing  further  to  consider  that  as  a  special  problem. 
He  pointed  out,  however,  that  we  must  realize  that 
while  we  are  all  seeking  absolute  justice  we  are  likely 
to  fall  short  of  the  goal,  as  no  judicial  system  has  yet 
been  devised  to  assure  complete  justice  in  every  case. 

"Under  a  recent  Executive  Order  signed  by  President 
Roosevelt,  the  Director  of  Selective  Service  System  has 
been  authorized  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  President  in  all 
cases  referred  to  the  President  on  Appeal.  General 
Hershey  pointed  out  that  under  the  Act  the  only  per- 
sons who  have  a  legal  right  to  appeal  to  the  President 
are  those  who  are  claiming  exemption  on  the  grounds 
of  dependency.  He  is  willing,  however,  to  consider  ev- 
ery case  that  comes  to  him  if  the  registrant  will  supply 
all  pertinent  information  as  early  as  possible. 

"I  think  that  he  is  as  anxious  as  we  are  to  eliminate 
injustices  and  to  see  that  sincere  C.O.'s  are  given  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  law. 

"Our  experience  in  Washington  has  generally  been 
that  we  receive  information  too  late  to  be  of  real  as- 
sistance, but  that  where  we  have  it  in  reasonable  time 
we  have  been  able  to  be  helpful." 

In  line  with  this  recommendation  from  Paul  Comly 
French  and  General  Hershey,  we  would  suggest  that 
when  a  conscientious  objector's  claim  has  not  been 
recognized  by  his  appeal  board  he  should  immediately 
appeal  his  case  to  the  President  through  his  State  Se- 
lective Service  Director  and  at  the  same  time  he  should 
write  up  a  complete  concise  report  of  the  circumstances 
surrounding  his  case,  giving  the  name,  number  and  ad- 
dress of  his  local  board  and  all  other  pertinent  informa- 
tion and  send  this  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  State 
Director  and  the  President  to  Paul  Comly  French,  Na- 
tional Service  Board,  1751  N  Street,  N.  W.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  A  copy  of  this  information  ought  also  to  be 
sent  to  M.  R.  Zigler,  Brethren  Service  Committee,  22 
South  State  Street,  Elgin,  Illinois.  It  is  only  through 
this  information  that  our  Washington  office  can  be  of 
help  to  you. 


Visiting  Pcrterpsco  C.  P.  S.  Camp 

By  Chester  I.  Harley,  Gaithersburg,  Maryland 
On  Oct.  20,  1941,  a  group  of  about  twenty  people, 
Methodists  and  Brethren,  all  of  whom  were  sympa- 
thetic with  the  Civilian  Public  Service  program,  visited 
Patapsco  C.  P.  S.  camp  near  Baltimore,  Md.  The  eve- 
ning proved  so  enlightening  to  most  of  us  that  I  think 
others  may  enjoy  an  account  of  a  visit  to  one  of  the 
camps  which  is  not  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 

It  was  about  dusk  when  we  arrived  at  the  grounds. 
The  camp  director  had  one  of  the  campers  act  as  our 
guide.  This  young  man  started  by  taking  us  into  the 
receiving  room.  This  contains  the  campers'  mailboxes 
and  a  small  lounging  space.  From  here  he  took  us  to 
a  meditation  center  where  a  magnificent  stone  fire- 
place gives  the  room  a  wonderful  setting  for  morning 
and  evening  meditation.  He  told  us  he  would  take  us 
to  the  powerhouse  next.  I  naively  visualized  a  dynamo 
or  two,  with  one  of  the  fellows  keeping  watch  to  see 
that  all  the  machinery  ran  smoothly.  To  my  amaze- 
ment, when  we  arrived,  I  found  myself  along  with 
others,  staring  blankly  into  a  long,  empty  room.  Not 
until  the  guide  spoke,  saying  that  this  was  where  they 


had  Sunday  meditations  and  other  group  religious 
meetings,  did  it  dawn  on  me  that  "powerhouse"  was  the 
nickname  for  their  chapel.  Nothing  struck  me  more 
forcefully,  or  made  a  deeper  impression  during  the  en- 
tire evening.  What  a  sublime  thought!  Where  is  my 
"powerhouse"?  Is  the  "dynamo"  of  prayer  and  medi- 
tation at  work  in  my  life  generating  the  "power"  it 
should?  While  I  was  still  recovering  from  this  revela- 
tion we  were  shown  into  one  of  the  "dormitories."  It 
was  not  unlike  one  of  our  Brethren  young  people's 
summer  camp  cabins  except  that  it  was  more  spacious 
and  the  campers  looked  as  if  they  had  been  there  for 
more  than  a  week  or  ten  days.  Some  extremely  neat 
articles  of  woodwork,  such  as  floor  lamps,  shelves,  and 
bookends,  were  very  decorative  and  useful.  The  li- 
brary was  our  next  stop.  I  was  impressed  with  the 
number  of  volumes  and  the  nature  of  the  books.  Na- 
turally there  were  many  on  pacifism,  but  also  numer- 
ous volumes  on  history,  economics,  missions,  commun- 
ity life,  democracy,  the  Bible,  and  Christian  living.  The 
supper  bell  rang  a  few  minutes  later,  while  we  were 
in  the  recreation  room  watching  a  game  of  ping  pong. 

We  ate  in  the  dining  hall  with  the  campers,  though 
we  used  our  own  bag  suppers  which  Mrs.  Ruth  Rinehart 
had  prepared  for  us.  It  was  a  wholesome  experience 
seeing  all  of  the  campers  having  a  good  supper  together 
in  a  simple  but  entirely  adequate  space.  As  we  were 
eating  the  last  of  our  ice  cream  and  cookies  graciously 
served  us  by  the  campers,  a  Negro  boy  arose  and  began 
naming  the  dishwashers.  (I  think  two  Negroes  were 
in  camp.)  It  seemed  a  bit  unusual  for  this  black  boy 
to  name  the  white  boys  for  the  unwelcome  job  ahead, 
but  they  evidently  had  accepted  him  as  their  equal. 
These  young  men  are  practicing  the  brotherhood  which 
some  of  the  rest  of  us  preach. 

A  highlight  of  our  evening  came  as  we  met  with  a 
large  number  of  the  campers  in  a  general  discussion. 
We  asked  them  why  they  had  chosen  this  type  of  serv- 
ice to  their  country  instead  of  military  service.  Var- 
ious replies  were  given  which  may  be  summarized 
something  like  this:  They  believed  there  was  a  better 
way  of  life  than  war.  It  was  the  way  of  peace  and 
constructive  service.  They  were  anxious  to  live  to- 
gether democratically  in  camp,  at  the  same  time  mak- 
ing a  study  of  the  problems  of  reconstruction  and 
Christian  community  life.  Two  of  the  boys  who  seemed 
to  be  thinking  very  deeply  on  this  subject  were, 
strangely  enough,  undenominational.  They  had  deep- 
seated  Christian  principles,  but  felt  that  the  churches 
had  often  held  back  the  program  of  peace  and  demo- 
cratic life  by  their  own  "wars"  and  "dictatorships."  It 
naturally  did  make  one  aware  that  ofttimes  the  Chris- 
tian church  has  been  intolerant  and  narrow,  thus  killing 
the  very  thing  it  has  advocated — love. 

One  boy,  Tony,  a  member  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses, 
was  rather  bitter  against  the  camp  as  well  as  all 
churches.  He  said  if  a  camp  for  C.  O.'s  should  open 
under  government  control  he  would  go  there  imme- 
diately. Of  our  group  he  asked,  "If  you  were  inter- 
ested in  us,  why  did  you  wait  so  long  to  come  and  see 
us?"  intimating  that  we  had  come  merely  out  of  curi- 
osity and  not  because  we  were  really  interested  in 
them.  He  was  the  only  boy  in  camp  who  did  not  show 
enthusiasm  for  it;  another  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses  ex- 
pressed his  profound  appreciation  to  the  C.  P.  S.  camp 
and   the  work   it   was   doing.     We   all   agreed   later   it 
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would  have  been  enlightening  to  have  known  Tony's 
background.  From  his  remarks  and  attitude  we  felt 
certain  there  must  have  been  unusual  heartaches,  hard- 
'  ships,  and  disappointments  in  his  life. 

Dan  West  was  in  our  group.  He  did  not  speak  much 
during  the  session,  but  after  the  meeting  had  adjourned 
the  fellows  rallied  around  him,  listening  eagerly  to  his 
answers  to  their  questions  and  his  comments  on  the 
present  situation.  Before  we  left  they  thanked  us 
heartily  for  coming,  saying  we  were  the  second  group 
which  had  come  because  of  real  interest  in  their  work. 
Many  other  individuals  and  groups  had  come,  but  they 
were  merely  curious  to  see  what  kind  of  crackpots 
would  give  their  time  in  a  camp  doing  hard  work 
where  they  received  no  pay. 

Why  shouldn't  more  of  us  who  believe  in  Civilian 
Public  Service  camps  visit  them  and  give  sympathetic 
encouragement  to  those  who  are  sacrificing,  as  few  of 
the  rest  of  us  are,  time  and  money  for  what  they  believe 
is  the  Christian  Way? 


Relief  News 


Word  has  come  from  Conrad  Hoffman,  Jr.,  of  the 
War  Prisoners'  Aid  of  the  International  Y.M.C.A.  that 
the  $500  appropriated  -them  by  the  Brethren  Service 
Committee  to  buy  kits  for  war  prisoner  camps  has 
been  used.  These  kits  are  athletic  boxes  containing 
equipment  for  volleyball,  football,  table  tennis,  domi- 
noes, chess  and  other  miscellaneous  games.  Such  kits 
are  sent  into  camps  which  have  no  recreational  facil- 
ities or  limited  recreational  equipment.  A  large  num- 
ber of  these  kits  have  been  allowed  to  go  into  war 
prison  camps  in  Germany. 


Peace  News 


Compiled  by  Merlin  Shull,  Elgin,  Illinois 
The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  recently  gave  front  page 
space  to  the  Spiritual  Defense  Parade  held  in  that  city. 
The  paper  says:  "80,000  men,  women  and  children 
marched  through  Philadelphia  for  five  hours  in  a  mam- 
moth Spiritual  Defense  Parade  demonstrating  the  city's 
religious  strength.  Singing  hymns  and  waving  banners, 
the  members  of  600  Protestant  churches  tramped  spirit- 
edly through  an  intermittent  rain  to  give  a  spontaneous, 
impressive  display  of  their  loyalty  to  Christian  teach- 
ings. 

The  Wave  of  the  Future  is  the  title  of  that  much 
discussed  and  criticized  book  by  Anne  Morrow  Lind- 
bergh. Many  do  not  know  what  she  says  in  the  volume. 
They  think  she  approves  of  fascism  and  that  her  sympa- 
thy is  with  the  dictators.  The  Atlantic  Monthly  for 
June  1941,  pages  681  to  686,  contains  an  article  by  Mrs. 
Lindbergh  under  the  title,  Reaffirmation.  It  is  not  an  ef- 
fort to  answer  criticism  but  is  a  simple,  straightforward 
statement,  devoid  of  bitterness,  of  what  she  believes 
about  America's  role  in  the  present  world  crisis.  In 
speaking  of  the  dictator  nations  the  author  says:  "I  op- 
pose that  way  from  the  depths  of  my  conviction.  The 
conception  behind  the  early  reforms  of  the  New  Deal 
was  certainly  an  attempt  to  meet  and  ride  this  Wave  of 
the  Future,  and,  as  such,  was  greeted  with  hope  by  a 
majority  of  forward-looking  people.  ...  To  me,  the  Wave 
of  the  Future  is  none  of  these  things.  It  is  a  move- 
ment of  adjustment  to  a  highly  scientific,  mechanized, 
and  material  civilization,  with  all  its  attendant  compli- 
cations and  as  such  it  seems  to  me  inevitable." 


The  Presbyterians  have  issued  a  call  for  100  more 
army  and  navy  chaplains. 

Philadelphia  has  a  Metropolitan  Board  for  Conscien- 
tious Objectors,  which  announces:  "A  free  consultation 
service,  with  qualified  advisers,  is  available." 

Dr.  Hu  Shih,  Chinese  ambassador  to  the  United 
States,  spoke  recently  to  500  women  representing  the 
Catholic,  Jewish  and  Protestant  faiths.  This  was  the 
first  of  a  series  of  events  planned  by  church  women 
working  with  the  Greater  New  York  Women's  Divi- 
sion of  the  United  China  Relief  to  give  impetus  to  the 
campaign  of  the  national  organization  for  $5,000,000. 
The  ambassador  expressed  the  appreciation  of  his  peo- 
ple for  the  relief  sent  to  China,  and  also  for  the  re- 
ligious work  carried  on  there  by  American  churches. 


Missionary  Program  for  January 

BY   ESTHER   BEAHM 

"While  there  is  a  lower  class  I  am  in  it; 
While   there   is  a   criminal  element  I   am   of  it; 
While  there's  a  soul  in  prison  I  am  not  free." 

There  probably  never  has  been  a  time  in  our  mem- 
ory when  we  could  so  wholeheartedly  bring  to  you 
the  mission  study  book  of  the  year.  Some  years  our 
book  deals  with  the  peoples  of  other  lands.  Perhaps 
there  have  been  too  few  who  have  been  awake  to  thai 
challenge.  Now  the  topic  for  this  year  is  a  study  of 
ourselves.  At  once  we  find  that  our  ills  have  a  very 
close  relation  to  the  ills  of  the  whole  world.  Can  it  be 
that  we  have  awakened  too  late?  Have  we  disregarded 
the  world's  needs  so  long  that  there  is  now  no  chance 
to  share  the  Christian  message?  That  is  certainly  true 
in  some  parts  of  the  world  today. 

God  has  never  cut  off  the  opportunity  for  people  to 
redeem  themselves.  It  is  now  narrowed  down  to  each 
of  us  individually.  Am  I  going  to  act  intelligently,  or 
am  I  going  to  try  to  solve  this  problem  by  taking  on  a 
helpless  attitude?  I  will  remain  afraid  just  as  long  as 
I  do  not  exert  myself  enough  to  study.  Of  course,  as 
soon  as  a  true  Christian  knows  what  the  problem  is  he 
will  hurry  to  fill  full  his  own  niche. 

Therefore  we  may  enter  into  this  year's  study  with 
great  hope.  The  name  of  the  book  suggested  is  The  Seed 
and  the  Soil.  The  aim  of  this  book  as  stated  in  the 
leader's  guide  is  "to  lead  young  people  to  a  fair  and 
challenging  estimate  of  the  world  situation  and  to  the 
facing  of  their  share  in  the  unique  contribution  that 
the  Christian  world  fellowship  can  make  toward  the 
building  of  a  new  society." 

If  you  have  ever  helped  in  a  study  of  a  book  you 
have  likely  asked  yourself  over  and  over  just  how  to 
present  the  material  and  how  to  get  the  class  inter- 
ested. The  little  booklet,  Discussion  and  Program  Sug- 
gestions, will  go  a  long  way  toward  answering  your 
questions.     It  also  has  worship  suggestions. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  book  be  divided  into  six 
sessions.  By  beginning  in  January  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  a  helpful  study  as  well  as  time  for  applica- 
tion of  ideas  gained. 

Order  your  books  at  once.  It  is  very  important  this 
year  that  each  active  member  of  your  class  read  the 
book.  Therefore  be  sure  that  enough  books  are  pur- 
chased. In  addition,  the  leader  should  have  the  helpful 
guide.  Order  from  the  General  Mission  Board,  Elgin, 
Illinois.  The  Seed  and  the  Soil,  60  cents;  Discussion 
and  Program  Suggestions,  25  cents. 

Chicago,  III. 
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Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  21 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Coming  of  God's  Son. — 
Isa.  9:6,  7;  John  1:1-4,  10-14;  1  John  4:9-11.  Golden 
Text,  The  Father  hath  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
the  World.     1  John  4:14. 

Christian  Workers,  Brethren  and  Relief. 

B.  Y.  P.  D.,  "God  With  Us"  (Christmas). 

Intermediates,  The  Great  Gift. 

•  •        • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Richland  Valley  church,  Wash. 

One  baptized  in  the  Canton  church,  Ohio. 

Sixteen  baptized  in  the  Everett  church,  Pa. 

One  baptized  and  eight  reinstated  in  the  Piney  Creek 
church,  Md. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Center  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  B.  R. 
Cross,  pastor. 

One  baptized  in  the  Decatur  church,  111.,  Bro.  John  B. 
Wieand,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Muscatine  church,  Iowa,  Bro.  R. 
A.  Haney,  pastor. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Bethany  church,  Ind.,  Bro.  R.  H. 
Miller,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Nevin  Zuck,  evangelist. 

Sixteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Arcadia 
church,  Fla.,  Bro.  S.  W.  Bail,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Mercersburg 
church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Peter  Heisey,  evangelist. 

One  baptized  and  six  received  by  letter  in  the  Mor- 
rill church,  Kans.,  Bro.  W.  A.  Kinzie,  pastor. 

Four  baptized  and  one  reclaimed  in  the  Union  City 
church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  one  awaiting  the  rite  in  the  Black 
Swamp  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  John  H.  Good,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter  in  the  Sipes- 
ville  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  C.  O.  Showalter,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Eight  baptized  in  the  Daleville  church  (Pleasant  Dale 
church  house),  Va.,  Bro.  Edgar  S.  Martin,  pastor-evan- 
gelist. 

Two  baptized  and  one  received  on  former  baptism  in 
the  County  Line  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Walter  Berkebile, 
evangelist. 

Three  baptized,  two  await  the  rite,  and  five  reconse- 
crated in  the  Lake  Ridge  church,  N.  Y.,  Bro.  E.  E. 
Muntzing,  evangelist. 

•  •       • 

Personal  Mention 
Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  began  a  series  of  meetings  in 
the  early  fall  at  the  New  Fairview  church  of  Southern 
Pennsylvania  and  had  to  close  them  on  account  of  an  in- 
fantile paralysis  epidemic.  The  meetings  are  now  set 
for  the  first  two  full  weeks  in  January. 


Dr.  Lloyd  Cunningham  wired  this  reassuring  word 
from  Manila,  received  at  the  mission  offices  Thursday, 
Dec.  11.  "All  safe.  Inform  families.  All  trips  postponed 
indefinitely.     No  transportation  available." 

Your  prayers  are  solicited  by  Sister  M.  Wine  of  Persia, 
Tenn.,  in  behalf  of  a  neighbor  "struggling  between  life 
and  death."  Her  special  concern  is  for  his  spiritual 
condition.  "We  don't  want  him  to  be  lost.  We  are 
hoping  that  the  Lord  will  raise  him  up." 

Fifty  years  together  on  the  same  farm,  in  the  same 
house,  with  faithful  service  to  the  church  as  well  as  to 
each  other,  are  sufficient  cause  for  congratulations  and 
good  wishes.  We  extend  them,  both  yours  and  ours,  to 
Brother  and  Sister  L.  E.  Harman  of  the  Topeco  church 
of  Southern  Virginia. 

Bro.  Joseph  E.  Whitacre,  pastor  of  the  Pine  Creek 
church  of  Northern  Indiana,  suffered  a  badly  broken 
limb  when  he  was  struck  by  an  automobile  Dec.  7.  He 
is  in  the  Park  View  hospital  of  Plymouth,  Ind.,  where 
he  is  likely  to  be  confined  for  some  time.  The  family 
will  appreciate  your  intercessory  interest. 

Prof.  R.  E.  Mohler  of  McPherson  College,  Executive 
Secretary  for  Men's  Work,  was  a  Saturday  morning 
visitor  at  the  Messenger  offices.  He  believes  that  the 
church  must  enlarge  and  intensify  its  program  of  serv- 
ice, as  was  clearly  shown  by  his  earnest  plea  before  the 
adult  group  of  the  local  congregation  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning. 

The  whole  brotherhood  is  invited  to  join  the  Black 
Swamp  church  of  Northwestern  Ohio  in  recognizing  the 
faithfulness  of  Brother  and  Sister  Thomas  W.  Crago, 
who  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  Nov.  30.  They 
joined  the  church  at  Black  Swamp  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage and  plan  to  serve  there,  the  Lord  willing,  yet 
many  years  to  come. 

Golden  weddings  seem  to  have  the  right  of  way  in  our 
personal  mentions  this  time,  a  fact  which  indicates  one 
very  healthy  condition  in  our  much  disordered  world. 
Last  Monday,  Dec.  15,  was  the  anniversary  date  for 
Brother  and  Sister  Thomas  Prather  of  Mound  City, 
Mo.,  though  the  family  celebration  was  held  several 
months  ago  for  a  reason  which  will  appear  in  the  ac- 
count of  it  to  be  published  shortly.  Meanwhile  your 
congratulations  are  due  the  parents  and  eleven  children. 

Sister  Eliza  Miller,  well  known  India  missionary,  her 
brother  Lloyd  and  wife,  returning  from  a  visit  with  their 
brother,  Arthur  Miller  and  family,  also  formerly  of 
India,  now  living  at  Boaz,  Ala.,  were  in  a  head-on  auto 
collision  near  Frankfort,  Ky.,  Dec.  10.  Injuries  of  the 
first  two  were  slight  but  those  of  Mrs.  Lloyd  Miller  had 
proved  fatal  when  Eliza  phoned  Anetta  Mow  the  next 
day.  They  were  preparing  to  resume  the  return  jour- 
ney to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  by  train,  with  the  lifeless  body — 
a  sad  home-coming  indeed. 


Miscellaneous  Items 
Final  figures  to  appear  in  the  1942  Yearbook  of  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren,  or  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1941,  show  a  net  gain  of  1,363  in  membership.  The  total 
membership  as  of  that  date  is  178,271.  The  number  of 
congregations  is  1,019  or  two  more  than  last  year. 
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Six  renewals  and  ninety  new  subscriptions  is  the  rec- 
ord of  a  Pennsylvania  church  that  now  has  a  100%  Gos- 
pel Messenger  club.    Who  will  be  next? 

Ministers,  music  directors,  and  others:  please  take 
notice  that  as  of  Dec.  15,  1941,  the  quantity  price  on  the 
Hymnal  Church  of  the  Brethren  is  increased  from  65c 
to  75c  each.  Single  copy  price  remains  at  90c  each  post- 
paid.   There  is  no  change  in  trade-in  allowance. 

To  date  we  have  received  800  recipes  for  the  new 
cookbook.  By  Jan.  1  we  hope  to  begin  the  actual  prepa- 
ration of  the  matter  for  the  typesetters.  The  deadline 
for  having  matter  considered  for  the  cookbook  has  been 
set  at  March  1.  We  are  eager  for  more  recipes  for 
the  average  man's  table.  What  have  you  that  should  be 
in  the  new  cookbook? 

The  Pacific  Coast  Regional  Conference  is  scheduled  to 
convene  at  La  Verne  College,  Feb.  8  to  13,  1942.  Pro- 
fessor Floyd  E.  Mallott  of  Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 
and  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  will  be  the  speakers  from  the  East. 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Kelley,  director  of  the  Association  of 
American  Colleges,  1917-1937,  will  give  the  address  at 
the  New  Era  Banquet  to  be  held  on  Friday  evening,  Feb. 
13. 

•       •       • 

A  Call  to  the  Church — A  Time  for  Sacrifice 

War,  like  death,  we  are  never  prepared  for.  Since 
1918  we  have  been  hoping,  working  and  praying  for 
peace.  Dec.  8,  1941,  is  now  a  significant  date.  The  con- 
sequences cannot  be  estimated.  The  President's  call  to 
war  can  never  be  forgotten.  Within  a  few  hours  an 
extraordinary  change  has  taken  place  in  the  thinking 
and  action  of  our  people  in  America  and  the  world. 

Conscription,  and  now  actual  declaration  of  war,  cer- 
tainly are  enough  to  cause  every  church  of  our  brother- 
hood to  be  thankful  that  we  live  in  a  nation  that  pro- 
vides for  religious  liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience 
which  is  clearly  evidenced  in  the  Selective  Service  Act 
of  1940.  Our  men  working  in  Civilian  Public  Service 
for  the  commonwealth  of  the  United  States  at  our  own 
expense  is  something  new  in  our  history.  The  govern- 
ment and  the  public  seemed  to  be  satisfied  with  our 
achievements.  We  are  now  in  the  process  of  increasing 
these  types  of  work,  including  projects  in  the  field  of 
health  in  America  and  relief  in  foreign  lands. 

The  declaration  of  war  may  make  a  difference.  How- 
ever, we  believe  we  have  started  a  program  of  action 
that  will  carry  through  the  dark  days  that  are  inevi- 
tably ahead.  During  wartime  it  will  demand  far  more 
sacrifice  to  prove  beyond  a  doubt  our  sincerity  than 
during  peacetime.  Therefore,  since  we  are  at  war,  it  is 
time  we  begin  sacrificing  to  the  limit  without  being  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  We  have  men  in  our  camps  ready  to 
do  dangerous  and  heroic  work  in  the  interest  of  recon- 
ciliation and  in  relieving  human  suffering.  Many  others 
not  of  the  draft  are  ready  to  volunteer  service. 

Our  achievement  will  be  determined  by  the  total  sac- 
rifice of  the  entire  church.  The  need  to  meet  human 
suffering  is  without  limit  in  terms  of  the  next  five  years. 
With  increase  in  the  army  will  come  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  men  in  Civilian  Public  Service.  We  must  be 
ready.  The  doors  to  send  men  for  reconstruction  and 
rehabilitation  will  open.  We  must  be  awake  and  fi- 
nancially ready  to  enter  these  areas  of  service. 

To  prove  this  to  ourselves  and  to  the  world,  let  us 
give  a  huge  offering  at  this  Christmas  time  for  Peace, 


Relief  and  Missions.    We  can  raise  our  quotas  if  we  will 
to  do  it.    Let's  honor  Christ  in  reality  this  Christmas. 

On  Christmas  1961  many  of  us  will  recall  this  Christ- 
mas of  1941  as  a  time  we  made  a  sacrifice  that  made 
possible  the  starting  of  a  new  spirit  in  our  church  and 
the  world  in  the  midst  of  war.    We  are  writing  our  own 
history.     Our  government  is  giving  us  a  chance  to  do 
works  of  mercy  in  the  name  of  Christ.     Let's  not  fail. 
Let's  make  it  possible  to  train  our  men  for  service  and 
provide  food,  clothing  and  medicine  to  those  who  are 
and  will  be  in  need. — M.  R.  Zigler,  Executive  Secretary 
of  Brethren  Service  Committee. 
•       •       • 
With  Our  Schools 
Bethany  Biblical  Seminary 

The  winter  term  enrollment  is  163.  Of  these  78  are  in 
the  Seminary  and  85  in  the  Training  School.  This  is  the 
highest  Seminary  enrollment  in  the  school's  history. 

The  Seminary  has  resumed  possession  of  the  one-time 
Bethany  Hospital  Nurses'  Home  and  remodeled  it  into 
an  apartment  house  for  student  families.  It  accommo- 
dates eight  families.  It  has  been  named  Van  Dyke  Hall. 
The  hall  was  urgently  needed. 

To  the  National  Conference  of  Student  Volunteers  of 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  held  at  Bridgewater  College 
over  Thanksgiving,  Bethany  sent  a  delegation  of  thir- 
teen students.  President  Bowman  was  a  speaker  at  the 
conference. 

New  personnel  has  come  to  the  staff  of  Bethany  this 
year  in  the  persons  of  Miss  Carrie  Simmers,  A.B.,  Li- 
brarian and  Dean  of  Women;  Jesse  H.  Ziegler,  Ph.D., 
Associate  Professor  of  Mental  Health  and  Christian  Edu- 
cation; and  Miss  Lois  Eller  as  Secretary  to  the  President. 

A  pleasant  interschool  occasion  was  the  evening  of 
Dec.  2  when  Professor  Nevin  Fisher  of  the  Music  De- 
partment of  McPherson  College  and  Professor  Paul  Hal- 
laday  of  the  Music  Department  of  Manchester  College 
gave  a  recital  in  the  Bethany  Chapel. 

Among  recent  faculty  activities  are  the  following: 
President  Bowman  was  a  speaker  of  Religious  Emphasis 
Week  at  Manchester  College;  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
and  York,  Pennsylvania,  Professor  A.  F.  Brightbill  con- 
ducted seminars  in  Methods  of  Public  Worship  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America;  Professor  Slabaugh  represented  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  at  the  conference  of  the  Amer- 
ican Branch  of  the  World  Conference  of  Faith  and  Or- 
der, held  in  New  York  City  over  the  Thanksgiving  vaca- 
tion. 


Qbout  Scoki 


The  Hymnal  for  Youth.  Westminster,  1941.  381  pages. 
85c. 

This  book  contains  new  and  familiar  hymns,  devo- 
tional materials  and  instrumental  selections.  To  the 
hymns  which  have  stood  the  test  of  years  have  been 
added  a  number  of  the  best  of  the  new  hymns,  bringing 
the  total  to  323.  All  these  hymns  were  chosen  only 
after  passing  four  tests:  Do  they  carry  a  distinctly 
Christian  message?  Are  they  good  literature?  Are  the 
tunes  good  music?     Is  the  music  singable? 

Young  people  planning  to  purchase  new  hymnals  for 
use  in  their  meetings  should  give  this  book  considera- 
tion.— Grace  Hollinger. 
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Mi  Weekday  SokoaU. 


The  Issue  of  Weekday  Church  Schools 

By    L.    Avery    Fleming,    General    Secretary, 
Board  of  Christian  Education 

Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  brief  article  is  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  weekday  church  schools  constitute  one 
of  the  vital  religious  issues  of  our  day.  Controversy 
over  the  place  of  religious  education  in  public  schools 
has  been  continuous  since  the  issue  was  raised  again 
early  in  1938. 

In  general,  the  effort  to  compensate  for  the  "secular- 
ism" of  our  public  schools  has  taken  the  form  of  week- 
day church  schools  operated  on  time  "released"  by  the 
public  schools.  A  report  of  the  United  States  Office 
of  Education  shows  that  there  has  recently  been  a  con- 
siderable growth  in  the  number  of  school  systems 
offering  weekday  religious  instruction.  As  of  January 
1940,  488  systems  reported  students  attending  weekday 
classes.  Four  fifths  of  the  total  attendance  figures  rep- 
resented elementary  school  pupils  and  one  fifth  high 
school  pupils.  Although  the  actual  number  of  enroll- 
ments is  not  large,  the  trend  is  apparently  upward. 

The  previous  peak  in  the  growth  of  weekday  schools 
was  reached  in  the  year  1931,  when  26,000  children  were 
enrolled  in  282  classes. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  obstacle  to  an  intelligent  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  issue  is  the  absence  of  reliable 
data.  A  second  difficulty  is  the  apparent  unwillingness 
to  look  at  the  problem  as  a  whole. 

Church  and  State  Relationships 

A  wide  gap  exists  between  the  theory  and  the  prac- 
tice of  church-state  relationships.  For  example,  only 
eight  states  report  legal  authorization  for  the  release  of 
public  school  pupils  in  order  for  them  to  secure  re- 
ligious education  on  school  time,  but  thirty-eight  states 
report  that  one  or  more  school  systems  have  some  form 
of  weekday  religious  instruction.  There  is  a  lack  of 
any  clearly  denned  and  consistent  legal  policy  re- 
garding religious  education  in  the  United  States  as  a 
whole. 

"Religion  in  the  Total  Life  of  the  Child" 

The  following  approaches  to  religious  education  have 
been  rather  widely  discussed  recently: 

1.  The  approach  through  weekday  church  schools. 

2.  Making  religion  an  integral  part  of  the  public 
school  curriculum  under  the  control  of  the  public 
schools. 

3.  The  community  approach — making  the  resources  of 
religion  available  to  all  community  life  and  making 
them  vital  in  all  community  experiences. 

4.  The  local  church  approach,  in  which  religious  edu- 
cation during  the  weekday  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
total  local  church  program. 

Some  Claims  Made  for  the  Weekday  Church  School 

1.  They  have  raised  the  standards  of  trained  teaching 
leadership  for  Christian  education. 

2.  In  certain  centers,  they  reach  a  larger  number  of 
children  and  youth  than  any  other  agency  of  Christian 
education. 

3.  They  integrate  religion  in  a  significant  way  with 


the  public  school,  the  home  and  local  church  in  the  re- 
ligious experiences  of  boys  and  girls. 

4.  They  bring  Protestant  churches  together  in  a  co- 
operative enterprise. 

5.  In  many  communities,  the  weekday  church  schools 
represent  the  most  effective  agencies  of  interfaith  co- 
operation. 

6.  They  enrich  the  program  of  the  local  church  and 
improve  educational  methods. 

7.  Weekday  schools  encourage  children  and  young 
people  to  recognize  religion  as  being  important  enough 
to  rank  with  other  public  school  interests  and  subjects. 

8.  Weekday  schools  recognize  "separation  of  church 
and  state"  in  the  proper  understanding  of  that  term. 

Some  Criticisms  of  Weekday  Church  Schools 

1.  Such  schools  introduce  another  atomistic  element 
into  the  already  broken-up  experiences  of  children. 

2.  They  are  often  unrelated  to  the  life  of  children 
either  in  the  home,  the  local  church,  or  in  the  public 
school. 

3.  They  emphasize  differences  between  religious 
groups  by  "herding"  each  group  of  children  separate- 
ly. 

4.  Weekday  church  schools  are  often  established  with- 
out adequate  study  and  planning. 


Weekday  Church  Schools  in  Virginia 

By  Minor  C.  Miller,  General  Secretary,  Virginia  Council  of  Re- 
ligious  Education,   Bridgewater,   Virginia 

Editors'  Note:  The  following  interesting  information  relative  to 
weekday  church  schools  in  Virginia  contains  portions  of  an  ar- 
ticle which  appeared  in  the  University  of  Virginia  News  Letter  for 
May  1,  1941.  A  limited  number  of  copies  of  the  complete  article 
may  be  secured  from  the  Board  of  Christian  Education. 

A  Growing  Program 

The  first  meeting  ever  held  in  Virginia  at  which  a 
definite  effort  was  made  to  launch  a  system  of  weekday 
religious  education  was  called  by  the  Virginia  Council 
of  Religious  Education  and  was  held  in  Staunton,  Vir- 
ginia, Dec.  11,  1925.  This  meeting  was  attended  by 
twenty-eight  people  from  Augusta  and  Rockingham 
counties.  Three  hours  were  spent  in  a  study  of  some 
of  the  leading  systems  of  weekday  church  schools.  The 
meeting  closed  by  passing  a  resolution  authorizing  a 
committee  to  study  ways  and  means  for  launching  the 
movement  in  Augusta  and  Rockingham  counties.  From 
1925  to  1929,  the  council  continued  to  give  vigorous  pro- 
motion of  this  movement  in  a  number  of  counties  and 
cities,  and  in  September  1929  classes  were  started  in 
Arlington,  Fairfax  and  Rockingham  counties  and  in  the 
city  of  Harrisonburg. 

After  a  Decade 

After  more  than  a  decade,  weekday  church  schools 
are  now  in  operation  in  250  local  communities;  these 
are  located  in  thirty-seven  counties  and  cities  of  the 
state.  The  classes  are  conducted  in  the  public  school 
buildings  on  the  basis  of  released  time.  Enrollment  is 
not  complete  until  the  pupil  presents  to  the  principal 
of  the  school  an  application  signed  by  his  parent  or 
guardian  requesting  such  release.  The  parents  have  in- 
dicated that  they  appreciate  the  opportunity  of  having 
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their  children  enroll  for  this  work.  In  many  classes 
and  in  a  number  of  communities,  every  pupil  has  been 
enrolled  throughout  the  school  session.  The  latest  sta- 
tistical report,  issued  on  Dec.  1,  1941,  shows  that  a  total 
of  35,000  pupils  are  enrolled.  The  State  Council  of 
Religious  Education  has  been  very  active  in  pro- 
moting this  work  in  other  counties  and  cities,  and  pub- 
lic school  authorities  and  church  leaders  are  co-opera- 
ting in  a  splendid  way. 

State- Wide  Promotion 
The  plan  for  promoting  and  supervising  weekday 
religious  education  represents  a  gradual  development. 
When  the  work  was  begun,  the  Virginia  Council  of 
Religious  Education  gave  definite  assurance  to  the  pub- 
lic educational  leaders  in  the  respective  counties  that 
these  weekday  schools  of  religion  would  be  maintained 
on  a  high  educational  level  and  that  all  teachers  and 
teaching  conditions  would  meet  the  standards  and  re- 
quirements in  effect  in  the  best  public  schools.  Fre- 
quent conferences  with  state  and  local  public  school 
authorities  have  made  it  apparent  that  general  guid- 
ance and  supervision  from  some  competent  state  agency 
is  absolutely  necessary.  The  state  council,  therefore, 
has  endeavored  to  adjust  and  modify  its  program  in 
such  a  way  that  it  has  been  able  to  provide  general 
guidance   and   supervision   to   this   growing   movement. 

The  Virginia  Council  of  Religious  Education,  through 
its  Commission  on  Weekday  Religious  Education,  has 
developed  a  curriculum  guide,  Adventures  in  Christian 
Living.  This  is  related  very  closely  to  the  work  of  the 
public  schools  and  is  based  upon  the  aims  and  objec- 
tives of  religious  education  and  the  needs  of  the  chil- 
dren. This  material  is  now  undergoing  its  third  major 
revision,  and  the  revised  edition  was  published  in  sep- 
arate volumes  for  each  of  the  seven  grades  on  Sept. 
1,  1941.  The  central  theme  for  each  grade  is  being  de- 
veloped in  separate  units  of  work,  with  ample  source 
material  and  suggested  teaching  procedures  for  each 
session  of  the  class. 

Teachers 

Children  are  released  from  the  public  schools  with 
the  definite  understanding  that  the  teachers  of  religion 
will  be  as  well  prepared,  educationally,  to  teach  the 
respective  grades  as  the  best  qualified  teachers  in  the 
public  schools.  The  present  teaching  staff  consists  of 
forty-six  full-time  teachers  and  six  part-time  teachers. 
Of  the  forty-six  full-time  teachers,  twenty-six  have  the 
Master's  degree  or  its  full  equivalent,  and  all  of  the 
others  have  received  a  minimum  of  four  years  of  col- 
lege training,  with  Bible  and  religious  education  as  the 
major  field  of  study.  The  part-time  teachers,  too,  have 
had  special  training  in  Bible  and  religious  education. 
These  teachers  are  as  well  trained  as  the  best  teachers 
in  the  public  schools,  and  they  are  spiritually  minded 
and  as  thoroughly  consecrated  as  those  who  serve  the 
church  in  the  foreign  mission  field.  On  the  whole, 
they  are  doing  work  of  exceptional  quality. 

Finance 

The  money  for  the  operation  of  the  Virginia  weekday 
church  schools  is  raised  by  the  local  council  of  religious 
education  on  the  basis  of  voluntary  contributions  from 
churches,  Sunday  schools,  Sunday-school  classes  and 
other  organizations  and  individuals.  The  regular  full- 
time  teachers  receive  a  salary  of  from  $75  to  $110  per 
month.     Part-time  teachers  receive  from  75  cents  to  $1 


per  teaching  hour.  When  travel  is  necessary,  the 
teachers  receive  an  additional  amount  to  take  care  of 
this  expense. 

Curriculum 

The    most    significant    achievement    of    the    year,    or 
during  the  past  decade,  was  the  publication  on  Sept.  1 
of  the  curriculum  guide  which  is  entitled  Adventures  in 
Christian  Living.     Units  of  work,  with  detailed  teach- 
ing suggestions,  have  been  developed  for  each  of  the 
seven  grades  and  the  material  is  published  in  seven  sep- 
arate volumes.    The  theme  for  each  grade  is  as  follows: 
Grade  1 — God's  Loving  Care. 
Grade  2 — God  Works  Through  His  Helpers. 
Grade  3— At  Home  in  God's  World. 
Grade  4 — Worshiping  God  at  Home  and  at  Church. 
Grade  5 — The  Bible,  Our  Guide  Book  for  Happy  Living. 
Grade  6— At  School  With  God. 
Grade  7— The  Christian  Church. 

This  new  Curriculum  Guide  is  furnished  free  to  all 
teachers  in  the  Virginia  Council  of  Religious  Educa- 
tion's system  of  weekday  church  schools.  The  complete 
set  makes  over  800  pages  and  is  priced  at  $7. 

Significant  Results 

What  are  some  of  the  beneficial  results  of  the  week- 
day religious  education  movement?  The  following  will 
give  a  partial  answer  to  this  question: 

1.  Reaches  the  Masses.  The  total  enrollment  of 
28,627  children  is  97  per  cent  of  all  the  children  who 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  enroll  for  this  work. 
Of  the  28,627  children  who  are  enrolled  in  classes  in 
religious  education,  approximately  13,000  are  not  at- 
tending Sunday  school.  In  one  county  the  opportunity 
for  Bible  study  was  offered  to  1,038  children.  Of  this 
number  1,033  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity.  It 
was  found  that  62  per  cent,  or  640  of  these  children, 
were  not  attending  Sunday  school.  In  one  community 
of  approximately  10,000  population,  all  children  in 
grades  four,  five,  six  and  seven,  with  the  exception  of 
twelve,  are  reported  as  enrolled  in  the  classes  of  relig- 
ious education. 

2.  Increased  Interest  in  Sunday  School.  Many  chil- 
dren are  brought  to  the  Sunday  school  and  to  church 
through  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  in  the  weekday 
church  school.  These  teachers  are  striving  constantly 
to  "sell"  the  church  to  the  children  in  the  weekday 
church  school.  During  one  school  session,  a  teacher 
reports  that  she  had  a  gain  of  sixteen  per  cent  in  the 
number  of  children  who  were  attending  Sunday  school. 
The  same  teacher  reports  a  gain  of  eleven  per  cent  in 
the  same  school  the  following  year.  This  is  typical  of 
results  in  other  situations. 

3.  Growth  in  Biblical  Knowledge.  The  growth  in 
Biblical  knowledge  has  been  measured  successfully  by 
objective  tests.  One  group  gained  twenty-three  per 
cent  in  their  knowledge  of  early  Old  Testament  char- 
acters and  history.  All  observers  agree  that  children 
show  a  marked  gain  in  their  ability  to  use  and  under- 
stand the  Bible.  A  college  dean,  who  is  also  a  Sunday- 
school  teacher,  reports  that  pupils  from  the  weekday 
church  school  show  "a  much  more  adequate  knowledge 
of  the  Bible." 

4.  Provides  Sympathetic  Atmosphere.  The  children 
raise  many  questions  about  God,  and  about  his  rela- 
tionship to  the  universe  and  to  man,  about  religious 
living,  and  about  the  future  life.     Many  of  these  ques- 
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tions  are  prefaced  with  the  statement,  "I  have  often 
wondered" — which  suggests  that  they  have  been  think- 
ing about  such  problems  for  a  long  time.  The  weekday 
teachers  try  to  understand  their  pupils  and  their  re- 
ligious problems  and  try  to  establish  a  friendly  rela- 
tionship with  their  pupils  so  that  they  can  bring  up 
their  puzzling  questions  without  fear  of  being  misun- 
derstood. The  teachers  encourage  the  children  to  think 
through  their  problems  carefully  and  to  arrive  at  their 
own  conclusions.  Statements  from  many  pupils  and 
the  testimony  of  experienced  teachers  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve that  many  disturbing  problems  have  been  settled 
in  this  "sympathetic  atmosphere." 

5.  Extends  to  Homes.  There  are  instances  where  en- 
tire families  have  been  led  to  become  regular  atten- 
dants at  Sunday  school  and  church  as  a  direct  result 
of  the  work  of  the  weekday  church  school.  Many 
homes  have  used  the  suggestions  in  the  children's  note- 
books as  aids  to  family  worship.  In  other  instances, 
this  work  has  helped  to  direct  the  attention  of  parents 
to  their  great  responsibility  for  the  religious  training 
of  the  children.  One  college  professor  reported  his  sur- 
prise and  satisfaction  at  the  masterful  interpretation 
which  his  son  had  made  to  him  of  the  picture  by  Le- 
onardo da  Vinci,  The  Last  Supper.  Good  results  do 
reach  the  home! 

6.  Results  in  Character.  There  are  those  who  con- 
tinue to  ask  about  the  scientific  evidence  of  the  char- 
acter values  of  weekday  religious  education.  It  would 
be  almost  as  reasonable  to  ask  for  scientific  proof  of 
the  value  of  religion!  The  nature  of  the  situation  in 
either  case  is  such  that  the  validity  of  religious  values 
does  not  depend  upon  scientific  evidence  or  proof. 
Teachers  and  parents  do  give  favorable  testimony  con- 
cerning growth  in  character  as  a  direct  result  of  week- 
day religious  education. 

Practical  Demonstration 

In  the  light  of  results  obtained  since  1929  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  four  important  facts  have  been  demon- 
strated, as  follows: 

1.  That  citizens  of  the  local  community,  having  dif- 
ferences in  religious  faith  and  background,  are  willing 
to  co-operate  in  the  interest  of  providing  more  ade- 
quate religious  and  moral  training  for  the  children  of 
the  community. 

2.  That  state  and  local  public  school  authorities  are 
willing  to  co-operate  with  the  church,  to  the  end  that 
all  children  may  receive  a  more  balanced  education. 

3.  That  by  means  of  church-school  co-operation  in  the 
local  community,  it  is  possible  for  the  churches  to  pro- 
vide basic  religious  training  for  all  of  the  children  and 
that  where  such  training  has  been  offered,  from  90  to  99 
per  cent  of  the  children  enroll  for  the  work. 

4.  That  it  is  possible  for  varying  church  groups  to 
unite  in  teaching  the  foundation  principles  of  religion 
without  giving  offense  to  any  group  and  without  de- 
veloping sectarian  controversy.  Never  since  1929  has 
any  person  filed  a  complaint  with  the  office  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Council  of  Religious  Education  concerning  doc- 
trinal or  sectarian  emphasis  in  the  religious  teaching. 

Conclusion 

Progressive  church  leaders  see  in  this  movement  a 
way  for  the  church  to  reach  and  teach  almost  the  total 
youth   population   of   the   community.     There   is   little 


doubt  that  the  average  citizen  regrets  exceedingly  that 
his  children  receive  so  little  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction. Educators,  statesmen,  parents,  and  children 
are  looking  to  the  churches  for  a  practicable  plan  of 
religious  instruction.  In  view  of  results  already  at- 
tained, the  weekday  school  children  may  yet  have  the 
opportunity  to  receive  their  rightful  religious  inheri- 
tance. 


ADULT   DISCUSSION   OUTLINE 

Adults  and  Missions 

NOTE:  It  is  hoped  that  many  adult  groups  will  choose 
to  study  the  Missionary  Education  books,  either  A 
Christian  Imperative  or  Christian  Roots  of  Democracy 
in  America,  each  60c;  study  helps,  25c  extra.  For  the 
remaining  groups  we  offer  suggestions  for  four  discus- 
sions on  missions. 

Part  I.    How  May  We  Make  Our  Church  More 
Missionary  Minded? 

Scripture:     Acts  8:4-8 
Sunday,  January  4 

I.  The  Situation  in  Most  Churches 

1.  There  are  those  in  every  church  who  have  a  gen- 
uine concern  for  humanity  everywhere.  They  reveal  it 
by  their  talk  and  actions.  They  believe  in  the  possibil- 
ities of  persons  no  matter  what  their  color  or  where 
they  live.  They  are  concerned  about  the  needs  of 
others  and  are  ready  to  share. 

2.  In  most  churches  there  is  another  group  who  seem- 
ingly have  little  of  this  concern  for  others.  They  speak 
slurringly  of  other  racial  groups.  They  have  little  in- 
terest or  sympathy  for  people  who  are  geographically 
remote. 

3.  These  two  groups  are  usually  not  separate  and  dis- 
tinct, but  shade  from  one  to  the  other.  Nevertheless, 
both  viewpoints  are  to  be  found. 

4.  World  peace  requires  the  missionary  mind.  Self- 
ishness, greed,  and  lack  of  understanding  cause  wars. 

5.  World  progress  demands  the  missionary  mind. 
Necessary  raw  materials  are  found  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.    Each  race  has  a  contribution  to  make. 

II.  How  Can  We  Build  the  Missionary  Mind? 

1.  By  believing  that  Jesus'  words  and  deeds  were 
God's  will  for  human  beings. 

2.  By  engaging  in  deeds  of  unselfish  service.  Experi- 
ence is  a  good  teacher.  Let  the  church  plan  worthy 
projects  and  enlist  as  many  persons  as  possible.  Men's 
work  and  women's  work  projects  are  admirable.  Peo- 
ple learn  by  doing.  We  love  people  more  for  the  things 
we  do  for  them  than  for  the  things  they  do  for  us. 

3.  By  reading  mission  achievements.  See  Our  Mis- 
sion Work  section  of  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

4.  By  visiting  needy  peoples  with  sympathy  and  a 
mind  to  understand. 

5.  By  meeting  and  talking  to  people  who  are  serving 
needy  peoples  as  missionaries  at  home  and  abroad. 

III.  Discussion 

At  what  points  will  you  help  your  church  improve  her 
efforts  to  build  the  missionary  mind? 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Southeastern  Kansas  District  Conference 

The  1941  district  conference  of  Southeastern  Kansas 
was  held  in  the  Gravel  Hill  church  Oct.  24-27.  The 
elders'  meeting  convened  at  three  o'clock. 

The  opening  address  of  the  general  conference  was 
given  by  Bro.  G.  A.  Zook  on  the  theme,  A  Faith  for  To- 
day. 

In  addition  to  our  own  district  workers  we  had  with 
us  Bro.  W.  W.  Slabaugh  of  Chicago,  who  led  us  in  a 
number  of  inspiring  Bible  lessons;  Bro.  W.  W.  Peters, 
president  of  McPherson  College,  was  appreciated  by  all 
as  he  led  us  in  our  thinking  on  various  occasions.  Bro. 
Hylton  Harman  of  Kansas  City,  our  regional  Brethren 
Service  director,  was  present  on  Saturday,  adding  in- 
spiration and  information  to  the  program.  Mrs.  Nevin 
Fisher  of  McPherson  was  present  to  assist  in  the  wom- 
en's and  children's  work  of  the  district. 

All  of  us  were  inspired  and  challenged  by  the  en- 
thusiasm and  interest  of  Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Crum- 
packer  as  they  brought  various  messages  to  the  confer- 
ence. The  church  was  filled  to  capacity  on  Sunday 
morning  when  Bro.  Crumpacker  delivered  his  mission- 
ary address. 

On  Sunday  afternoon  a  musical  program  under  the 
direction  of  Sister  Leonard  Birkin  was  appreciated  by 
the  audience. 

A  large  group  of  young  people  were  present  for  the 
young  people's  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoon,  as  well 
as  for  the  picnic  and  vesper  service  on  Saturday  evening. 

The  business  session  of  the  conference  convened  at 
eight  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  with  the  regular 
business  of  the  district  to  be  transacted.  Eld.  R.  E. 
Loshbaugh  was  chosen  as  Standing  Committee  delegate, 
with  Eld.  G.  A.  Zook  as  alternate.  The  1942  district  con- 
ference will  be  held  in  the  Parsons  church. 

The  people  of  the  Gravel  Hill  church  and  community 
made  everyone  welcome  and  cared  for  our  physical 
needs  in  a  splendid  way.  These  words,  "This  has  been 
a  good  conference,"  were  expressed  frequently  as  we 
neared  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

Fredonia,  Kans.  R.  E.  Loshbaugh,  Clerk. 


Have  You  Renewed  Your  Subscription  to  the 
Messenger? 

It  goes  without  saying  that  religious  literature  has 
much  to  do  in  the  matter  of  character  building.  Paul 
advises:  "Give  heed  to  reading."  Francis  Bacon  has 
very  truthfully  said:  "Reading  maketh  a  full  man,  con- 
ference a  ready  man,  and  writing  an  exact  man."  The 
Gospel  Messenger  occupies  a  unique  position  in  re- 
ligious journalism  today. 

But  evil  days  have  come  upon  us.  The  country  is  in 
a  serious  situation.  A  large  per  cent  of  the  population 
in  the  States  is  dependent  upon  the  Federal  government 
for  some  sort  of  support.  Materialistic  forces  now  in  the 
ascendency  dominate  the  people:  the  channels  of  edu- 
cation are  muddy,  the  sources  of  information  are  pol- 
luted. Movieland  is  more  popular  than  Palestine,  Hol- 
lywood than  Jerusalem,  and  the  stars  of  the  screen  are 
better  known  than  the  heroes  and  heroines  of  the  Bible. 
Radio  is  glutting  the  lanes  of  the  air  with  social,  eco- 
nomic and  religious  nostrum  more  desired  by  the  people 
than  the  broadcast  of  the  angels  over  Bethlehem.    These 


are  bold  statements,  but  they  will  not  be  gainsaid  by  a 
thoughtful  people.  Our  problem  is  how  to  right  these 
conditions  that  now  exist. 

Free  and  fearless  churches  can  harness  these  sources 
of  influence  and  direct  them  for  the  good  of  all.  How- 
ever, if  this  is  to  be  done  church  members  must  again 
read  their  Bibles  and  their  church  papers  in  the  light  of 
public  duty. 

If  we  would  use  the  Bible  as  our  textbook  in  the  pul- 
pit and  in  our  Bible  schools,  and  use  his  Word  as  a  basis 
for  all  our  teaching  and  living,  we  will  soon  have  drawn 
our  people  together  and  will  have  set  in  motion  a  worthy 
world-wide  program.  Then,  too,  we  should  use  our  lit- 
erature which  has  had  its  birth  and  inspiration  from 
the  Bible.  The  Gospel  Messenger  is  some  such  litera- 
ture. For  these  many  years  this  grand  old  paper  has 
been  an  inspirational,  unifying  force  among  our  people. 
It  has  been  called  upon  to  pass  through  many  trying 
situations,  but  has  never  faltered  or  failed  to  stand  forth 
and  proclaim  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible,  as  believed 
and  practiced  by  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. 

In  this  new  situation  that  we  ase  confronted  with,  and 
have  been  more  or  less  since  the  World  War,  Christian 
homes  cannot  afford  to  be  unconcerned  about  the  kind 
of  reading  matter  admitted  into  them,  because  it  can 
and  does  influence  the  minds  and  outlook  of  both  the 
parents  and  impressionable  children.  Increasingly  secu- 
lar papers  and  magazines  have  devoted  themselves  to 
feeding  and  cashing  in  on  every  whim  and  passion  of 
human  nature  regardless  of  whether  this  corrupts 
and  debases  their  readers. 

Let  us  encourage  the  reading  of  our  own  literature. 
We  have  high  reasons  to  be  thankful  for  the  great  serv- 
ice being  rendered  by  the  Gospel  Messenger. 

Now  is  the  time  to  renew  your  subscription.  Don't 
forget  the  one  hundred  percent  offer!  Start  canvassing 
now! 

Springdale,  Ark.  Leander  Smith. 


In  Memory  of  John  Calvin  Rogers 

On  Feb.  9,  1859,  near  Cumberland,  Indiana,  Bro.  Rog- 
ers was  the  fourth  child  born  into  the  home  of  Hosea 
and  Lana  Ann  (Cook)  Rogers.  At  the  age  of  twelve 
years  he  was  bereft  of  his  father  and  from  that  time 
he  became  a  mainstay  in  the  home,  caring  for  his 
widowed  mother  and  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  He 
cared  for  his  mother  as  long  as  she  lived  and  never 
married  until  he  was  forty  years  old,  when  in  1900  he 
took  as  his  companion  Miss  Annie  Blount.  After 
eighteen  years  of  marital  relationship  she  was  called  to 
her  reward  in  March  1918.  In  the  winter  of  1886  a 
very  sacred  experience  came  into  the  life  of  Bro.  Rog- 
ers that  influenced  the  course  of  his  life  ever  after. 
Eld.  Geo.  W.  Studebaker  of  sacred  memory  was  hold- 
ing meetings  in  a  schoolhouse  near  Bro.  Rogers'  home, 
and  at  the  same  time  another  denomination  was  also 
holding  meetings  near.  Bro.  Rogers  was  halting  be- 
tween two  opinions,  so  one  evening  as  he  and  his  broth- 
er, Elmer,  next  younger,  were  leaving  the  woods  he 
took  the  crosscut  saw  and  laid  it  across  the  tree  they 
had  just  felled.  His  brother  took  it  up  and  was  going 
to  hang  it  in  a  tree  as  they  had  done  before.  Bro. 
John  said,  "No,  I  want  it  to  lie  there  until  in  the  morn- 
ing!" In  the  morning  when  they  came  back  he  asked! 
his  brother  if  he  saw  anything  strange  about  the  saw, 
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and  he  said,  "Yes,  I  see  that  there  is  frost  on  the  east 
end  of  it  and  none  on  the  west."  Bro.  John  said,  "My 
prayer  is  answered  and  my  course  in  life  is  decided. 
That  was  the  sign  I  asked  the  Lord  to  give  me  as  to 
which  church  I  should  join."  He  was  baptized  in  a 
few  days  by  Bro.  Studebaker.  The  following  year 
(1887)  the  Bethel  Center  or  Hartford  congregation  was 
organized  and  Bro.  Rogers  was  one  of  three  who  were 
called  to  the  ministry.  Not  long  afterward  Bro.  Samuel 
Younce  of  the  Mississinewa  congregation,  being  elder  in 
charge,  asked  Bro.  Rogers  to  take  charge  of  two  ap- 
pointments at  two  schoolhouses.  For  seven  years  he 
walked  five  miles  in  the  morning  to  one  appointment, 
and  seven  in  the  afternoon  and  back,  every  two  weeks. 
This  made  a  twenty-four-mile  walk.  He  did  not  own 
a  horse,  or  any  conveyance,  until  he  was  about  forty 
years  old.  During  this  time  he  kept  a  record  of  the 
miles  walked  in  filling  his  appointments  and  it  was 
over  3,500  miles.  I  wonder  how  many  of  our  ministers 
of  today  would  do  that  much  walking  to  preach  the 
gospel?  He  did  not  have  the  advantage  of  school  when 
young,  but  he  studied  his  Bible  much  as  he  worked  and 
walked,  and  it  can  be  truly  said  that  "he  walked  and 
talked  with  the  Lord."  For  several  years  he  preached 
in  Matthews  and  many  of  the  finer  homes  opened  their 
doors  to  him  to  conduct  services  in  them.  Nearly  three 
years  ago  he  came  to  the  Old  Folks  Home  at  Mexico. 
Being  used  to  work  all  his  life  he  took  hold  of  any- 
thing that  was  to  be  done  in  the  home  and  helped  to 
keep  the  gardens  and  lawn  beautiful.  Practically  all 
that  he  ever  did  was  done  for  others.  He  was  not 
widely  known,  but  in  his  home  community  he  preached 
many  funerals  and  performed  a  number  of  marriage 
ceremonies.  He  was  rather  frail  all  his  life  but  lived 
to  be  nearly  83  years  of  age.  He  had  a  paralytic  stroke 
Oct.  5,  and  peacefully  slept  into  eternity  Oct.  18,  1941. 
One  brother,  Elmer,  survives;  also  a  host  of  other  rel- 
atives and  friends. 

His  older  brother  was  a  minister  in  the  M.  E.  Church 
and  the  surviving  brother  a  minister  of  the  Church  of 
God.  Having  known  him  for  over  fifty  years,  and  he 
having  spent  some  time  in  our  home,  I  shall  never  for- 
get the  sacred  fellowship  and  devotion  we  had  together. 
Sister  Nancy  Beard,  matron  of  the  Home,  stayed  by 
him  all  during  his  last  illness  and  she  said,  "He  is  truly 
one  that  will  be  missed."  Eld.  H.  U.  Fisher  conducted 
the  services  at  the  Home  and  he  stressed  the  one 
thought  that  seemed  to  be  uppermost  in  the  life  of  Bro. 
Rogers,  that  it  made  no  difference  what  happened  to 
him,  that  all  was  well  for  he  belonged  to  the  Lord.  A 
service  was  conducted  at  the  grave  in  the  cemetery  at 
Matthews  by  Eld.  Walter  Balsbaugh  assisted  by  the 
writer. 

Macy,  Ind.  Wm.  H.  Eiler. 


Women's  Meeting  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin 

The  women  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  met  in  their 
annual  district  conference  in  the  Polo  high  school  auditorium, 
Saturday  afternoon,   August  30,   1941. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Price,  president,  presided.  The  meeting  opened 
with  a  song  service  led  by  Mrs.  Price  Heckman.  Mrs.  Carl 
Smucker  of  Rockford  led  in  a  very  impressive  devotional  serv- 
ice;  a  solo  by  Henry  Esbenson  followed. 

The  treasurer's  report  showed  that  we  had  again  reached  our 
goal  in  the  national  and  district  projects  with  a  balance  of 
$40.49  in  the  treasury. 

The  district  project  for  this  year  is  to  give  all  we  can  for 
the  support  of  the  C.  O.  camps. 

The  address  of  the  afternoon  was  given  by  Miss  Anetta  Mow, 
who  chose  as  her  subject,  The  Church  at  Work.  She  told  many 
interesting  things  about  her  visit  among  the  churches  and  camps 


and  the  wonderful  pleasure  she  derived  from  seeing  the  church 
at  work.  Miss  Adeline  Smith  sang  I  Would  Be  True.  Mrs.  O. 
D.  Buck  led  in  the  closing  prayer. 

The  evening  session  was  held  in  the  church  auditorium.  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Wieand  led  in  prayer.  Mrs.  J.  F.  Burton  of  Lena  was 
elected  missionary  director;  Mrs.  Dan  Fierheller  of  Freeport 
director  of  home  builders.  Mrs.  Leland  Brubaker  gave  an  in- 
teresting report  of  the  women's  work  meeting  held  at  La  Verne. 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Burton  gave  a  rag  painting.  Mrs.  Wayne  Gerdes  con- 
ducted a  popcorn  session.  Many  popped  up  and  told  what 
their   organizations   were   doing   to   make   money. 

The  seventh  annual  rally  of  women's  work  was  held  in  the 
Franklin  Grove  church  Friday,  Oct.  10,  1941.  Mrs.  Lucile  Kins- 
ley was  chorister  and  led  in  a  number  of  devotional  hymns. 
Mrs.  Paul  Hersch  led  in  an  inspiring  worship  service.  Mrs.  Hol- 
brook  of  Dixon  gave  the  reading,  The  Conversion  of  Mildred 
Duncan.  Mrs.  Wm.  Beahm  reviewed  the  mission  study  book, 
The  Seed  and  the  Soil. 

The  missionary  address  was  given  by  Miss  Laura  Shock,  who 
told  of  her  work  on  the  China  mission  field.  Mrs.  Price  led  in 
the  noontide  prayer;  then  we  were  invited  to  the  church  dining 
room  where  a  bountiful  dinner  was  served  from  the  baskets 
brought  by  the  group. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  with  singing.  Mrs.  Bechtel  of 
Sterling  led  in  the  devotions.  A  group  of  intermediates  of  the 
Franklin  Grove  church  gave  a  playlet,  The  Story  of  Lazarus. 
Our  guest  speaker  of  the  afternoon  was  Miss  Marie  Groelich, 
secretary  of  the  Y.W.C.A.  of  Elgin,  who  gave  a  challenging  ad- 
dress on  Our  Youth  and  Our  Responsibility  in  Helping  Them 
to  Find  Their  Place  in  Life.  Two  young  ladies  from  the 
Yellow  Creek  church  sang  two  numbers.  The  invitation  to 
hold  the  next  rally  in  the  Sterling  church  was  accepted. 

Over  200  responded  to  roll  call  representing  nineteen  churches 
of  the  district.  The  offering  was  $30.  The  fellowship  and  in- 
spiration received  at  these  meetings  are  a  challenge  to  do  more 
and  better  work  for  the  Master.  Bro.  S.  L.  Cover  led  in  the 
closing  prayer. 

Lanark,  111.  Mrs.  W.  W.  Zuck,  District  Secretary. 


Building  Through  the  Years  al  Easion 

Now  that  we  are  engrossed  in  our  program  of  Brethren 
building,  the  Peachblossom  church  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to 
two   who   have  helped   lay   our   cornerstone — Brother   and   Sister 

J.   Roy   Rittenhouse. 

Before  most  of  us 
can  remember  they 
were  here  building 
for  Christ  and  the 
church.  In  1875  they 
came  as  small  chil- 
dren with  their  par- 
ents from  Ohio  — 
neighbors  there  and 
neighbors  in  the  new 
home.  In  1890  they 
were  united  in  mar- 
riage by  Brother 
Caleb  Secrist.  This 
event  was  celebrated 
last  year  at  the 
home  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Raymond 
Lyons  of  Easton,  Md. 
The  house  over- 
flowed with  guests 
who  came  bearing 
gifts  and  good  wishes 
on  their  golden  wed- 
ding day.  Bouquets 
of  yellow  chrysan- 
themums decorated  the  place.  An  interesting  program  of  music 
and  talks  was  given.  Bro.  Barry  Fox  spoke  the  appreciation 
of  the  church  for  their  lives  of  Christian  service  and  example. 
The  sons,  Joseph  and  David,  also  spoke.  Clifton  Crouse  and 
family  sang;  the  grandsons,  Kenneth  and  Leroy  Lyons,  played 
guitar  and  mandolin  selections. 

In  their  early  married  life  Bro.  Roy,  as  he  is  called,  ran  a 
sawmill  in  Dorchester  County.  On  Sundays  he  used  to  invite 
the  brethren  from  Talbot  to  hold  services  in  his  home.  Bro. 
Joshua  King  was  often  there.  Bro.  Roy  still  treasures  a  letter 
from  Bro.  I.  W.  Taylor  written  after  he  had  baptized  him — a 
letter  of  fine  Christian  counsel. 

After  coming  to  Easton  he  superintended  a  union  Sunday 
school  at  little  Round  Top.  The  Reformed,  Methodist,  Sweden- 
baur  and  Brethren  worshiped  for  many  years.  When  our 
church  was  established  in  Easton  he  taught  the  Bible  class. 
Sister  Retta  is  still  the  best  quilter  in  the  aid.  They  attend 
church  and  Sunday  school  when  able,  a  deacon  and  his  wife 
beloved  by  all. 

If  his  fourteen  grandchildren  follow  in  his  steps  the  com- 
munity will  surely  be  blessed. 

Easton,    Md.  W.    Raymond    Lyons. 
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Mrs.  Mary  E.  Neher 

Mary  Elizabeth  Neher,  the  wife  of  Eld.  J.  C.  Neher,  closed  her 
earthly  labors  Sept.  22,  1941,  following  an  illness  of  fifteen  weeks. 
<Her  age  was  81  years,  4  months  and   16  days. 

Mary    Elizabeth    Green    was    born    May    5,    1860,    in    Belmont 

County,  Ohio.     She  was  married 


at  the  age  of  sixteen  to  a  nine- 
teen-year-old Church  of  the 
Brethren  minister,  J.  C.  Neher, 
in   Decatur,   111.,   Aug.   2,    1877. 

Sister  Neher  with  her  hus- 
band became  a  part  of  two  pio- 
neer movements.  The  first  was 
the  Cimmaron  rush  to  Okla- 
homa in  1890,  where  they 
ranched  and  carried  on  the 
work  of  the  church.  Those 
were  rough  days  among  a  rough 
and  pioneering  people.  The 
Dalton  gang  of  outlaws  were 
neighbors  of  the  Nehers.  One 
member  of  the  gang  attended  on 
occasion  the  Sunday  school  in 
which  they  labored.  After  ten 
years  in  Oklahoma,  pioneer  res- 
idence was  established  in  Ida- 
ho, at  Nampa,  Dec.  5,  1900. 
Preaching  and  church  work  and 
blacksmithing  was  the  program  in  this  newly  settled  land.  Three 
sons  and  a  daughter  went  out  from  this  home  to  establish  homes 
of  their  own.  Eight  grandchildren,  fourteen  great-grandchildren 
and  three  great-great-grandchildren  revere  the  memory  of  this 
woman  who  for  sixty-four  years  served  her  Christ. 

The     sixty-fourth     wedding     anniversary     was     celebrated     in 
August. 

Sister  Neher  was  a  real  companion  to  her  husband,  a  devoted 
mother  and  a  warm  friend.  Her  fine  Christian  faith  carried  her 
through  the  troubles  of  life  and  kept  her  spirit  and  face  bright 
and  cheerful.  She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  three  sons,  J.  E. 
Neher  of  Caldwell,  Idaho,  and  T.  L.  Neher  and  Ora  Neher  of 
Nampa;  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Roscoe  Bradley  of  Nampa,  Idaho;  and 
a  sister,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Mathis  of  Parsons,  Kans.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  on  Sept.  23,  by  the 
writer.  Many  came  to  this  service  expressing  the  large  place 
Sister  Neher  had  in  the  hearts  of  all  classes  of  people. 
Nampa,  Idaho.  H.  G.  Shank. 
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Frances  Elizabeth  Jones 

A  long  and  useful  life  came  peacefully  to  a  close  when  Frances 
Elizabeth  Shepherd  Jones  died,  after  an  operation,  in  the  Wilkes 
hospital,  North  Wilkesboro,  N.  C.    She  was  born  in  Ashe  County, 

North  Carolina,  Feb.  17,  1875, 
and  departed  this  life  Sept.  3, 
1941.  Hers  was  a  life  that  will 
live  on  through  the  years  be- 
cause of  her  good  works. 

In  the  spring  of  1892  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  L.  A. 
Jones  of  Scottville,  N.  C.  Short- 
ly after  their  marriage  she  and 
her  husband  became  members 
of  the  Mt.  Carmel  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Thus  they  entered 
into   married    life. 

Except  for  the  five  years  spent 
in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  they  ever 
afterward  made  their  home  in 
Scottville.  Sister  Jones  was 
a  very  active  member  of  her 
home  church.  She  served  as 
deaconess  and  did  honor  to  the 
office.  As  long  as  anyone  can 
remember  she  was  the  clerk  of 
the  church  as  well  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday  school.  Even  though  she  was  pressed  with 
the  many  duties  of  mother  and  housewife,  she  still  found  time  to 
attend  twenty-five  district  meetings  and  one  Annual  Conference 
and  missed  but  three  council  meetings  at  her  church  in  forty-six 
years.  Her  love  and  loyalty  for  the  church,  her  cheerful  and 
loving  disposition  won  for  her  a  host  of  friends  and  a  sacred 
memory  as  a  challenge  to  those  who  follow. 

Her  home  was  noted  for  its  kind  hospitality.  Hundreds  of 
church  friends  and  workers  were  entertained  there.  Good  cheer 
was  particularly  characteristic  of  her  life  even  to  the  end. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband;  five  sons:  Norman  Jones,  Con- 
nie Jones  and  Hoyt  Jones  of  Scottville,  N.  C,  Robert  Jones  of 
Thurmond,  N.  C,  and  Arnold  Jones  of  Kuna,  Idaho;  three  daugh- 
ters: Mrs.  Reuben  Sheets  of  Scottville,  N.  C,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Sexton  of 
Sparta,  N.  C,  and  Mrs.  O.  D.  Hapner  of  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
There  are  seventeen  grandchildren.  Two  sisters  and  one  brother 
also  survive. 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Mt.  Carmel  church  by 
Brethren  F.  F.  Dancy,  Gilbert  Osborne,  W.  A.  Reed,  W.  H. 
Handy  and  John  A.  Reed.    Burial  was  made  in  the  cemetery  near 


by.  The  many  beautiful  floral  offerings  and  the  large  audience 
gave  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  the  family  is  held. 

At  the  close  of  day  a  lovely  afterglow  appears  against  the  eve- 
ning sky.  The  afterglow  often  seems  more  winsome  than  the 
sun  itself,  and  it  lingers  to  bless  us  with  its  beauty.  We  are 
living  in  the  afterglow  of  a  life  that  was  beautiful.  It,  too,  will 
linger  long  to  bless  us. 

Sparta,  N.  C.  John  A.  Reed. 


Passing  of  Mrs.  Maiiie  Overholtzer 

Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  Glendora,  Calif.,  on  Oct. 
13  for  Mrs.  Mattie  Overholtzer,  who  passed  away  Oct.  10  at  her 
home  in  Baldwin  Park,  where  she  had  been  living  with  her  son. 

Mattie  Cornelia  Finch  was 
born  March  10,  1866,  in  Ten- 
nessee. She  came  to  California 
in  1878,  residing  in  the  state  the 
remainder  of  her  life. 

She  was  married  to  William  H. 
Overholtzer  Aug.  10,  1885,  who 
preceded  her  in  death  Oct.  26, 
1935.  To  this  union  were  born 
nine  children,  two  having  pre- 
ceded their  mother  in  death: 
Mrs.  Grace  Runyan  and  Iona 
Elizabeth    Overholtzer. 

Sister  Overholtzer  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in 
1888  and  was  the  first  one  to  be 
baptized  into  the  Covina  church, 
this  being  the  oldest  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  the  District  of 
Southern  California,  which 
makes  Sister  Overholtzer  one  of 
the  outstanding  members  in  the 
growth  of  the  church  in  this 
She  assisted  her  husband  in  the 
deacon's  office  and  was  especially  interested  in  the  Sunday- 
school  work   in   her  younger   life. 

She  leaves  to  mourn  her  passing:  Mrs.  Blanch  Jones  of  Co- 
vina, Mrs.  Anna  Getz  of  Redondo,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Martin  of  Los 
Angeles,  William  Samuel  Overholtzer  of  Indio,  Mrs.  Pearl  Saul 
of  Victorville,  Silas  D.  Overholtzer  of  Coachella,  George  A. 
Overholtzer  of  Baldwin  Park.  Two  brothers  and  three  sisters 
also  survive.  There  are  twenty-four  grandchildren,  twenty- 
two  great-grandchildren,  and  a  host  of  other  near  relatives  and 
friends. 

Two  songs  were  sung  by  a  quartet  at  the  service  and  one 
at  the  cemetery.  Cecil  H.  Cline  officiated,  while  Raymond 
Brumbaugh,  Ervey  Merryman,  Miss  Rachel  Brumbaugh  and 
Mrs.  Mildred  Cline  rendered  the  songs. 

Glendora,    Calif.  Cecil  H.    Cline. 


part  of  God's  moral  vineyard. 


Passing  of  Ersel  E.  Scott 

Bro.  Ersel  E.  Scott  was  born  near  Washington,  Va.,  Sept.  16, 
1877.  He  was  the  fourth  child  of  a  family  of  eight — four  boys 
and  four  girls.     He  was  the  last  of  the  family   to  pass  on.     He 

was  a  son  of  Robert  and  Martha 
Estes    Scott. 

He  united  with  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  in  the  Mt.  Oli- 
vet congregation  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  elected 
deacon     April     19,    1913. 

Jan.  8,  1926,  he  was  received 
into  the  Salem  congregation  by 
letter  and  was  a  loyal  member 
and  a  very  consecrated  deacon, 
always  willing  to  do  anything 
the  church  asked  him.  When 
adjustments  were  necessary  he 
was  always  willing  to  gp  in 
humble  boldness  to  try  to  make 
everything  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory. 

He  was  married  to  Ethel  Mes- 
sick  of  Clearbrook,  Va.,  Dec.  8> 
1931.  To  this  union  two  chil- 
dren were  born. 
A  few  years  before  marriage 
he  purchased  a  farm  near  Newville,  Pa.,  and  was  engaged  in! 
farming  until  the  end  of  his  earthly  career,  which  came  Aug. 
6,  1941.  Death  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  wagon.  He  called 
for  the  elders  to  anoint  him,  and  was  then  removed  to  the  Car- 
lisle hospital  where  he  remained   until  the  end   came. 

Services  were  conducted  in  the  home  by  the  elders  of  his;, 
congregation:  H.  M.  Snavely  and  his  former  pastor,  C.  B.  Sol-!, 
lenberger;  in  the  Salem  church  by  Elder  W.  L.  Riggleman  of  the 
Salem  congregation  and  Brethren  Cletus  S.  Myers,  H.  M.  Snavely, 
and   C.   B.   Sollenberger.     Interment  was  made   in   the   cemetery'' 


adjoining  the  Salem  church. 
Stephens   City,  Va. 


W.  L.  Riggleman. 
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In  Memoriam — Mrs.  W.  R.  Brubaker 

At  the  elders'  and  pastors'  wives'  meeting  on  Friday  afternoon 
of  the  Northern  California  District  Conference  in  October,  rec- 
ognition was  made  of  the  life  and  work  of  Sister  W.  R.  Brubaker, 

who  passed  away  March  8,  1941, 
».  after  several  years  of  failing 
health.  Brother  and  Sister  Bru- 
baker and  family  moved  into 
this  district  in  February  of  1911, 
spending  a  very  busy  and  help- 
ful thirty  years  at  Live  Oak. 

In  her  local  church  Sister 
Brubaker  was  one  of  the  most 
faithful  workers,  serving  as  aid 
president  for  many  years.  She 
was  always  thoughtful  of  the 
poor;  and  the  Brubaker  home 
was  always  open  with  warm 
hospitality   for  visitors. 

Sister  Brubaker  served  sev- 
eral times  as  president  of  the 
District  Elders'  and  Pastors' 
Wives  Association,  at  other 
times  holding  other  offices  in  the 
women's  organization.  At  the 
women's  work  meeting,  this 
past  district  conference,  Mrs. 
Nelle  Flickinger,  president,  dedicated  the  first  issue  of  the  Me- 
morial Book,  a  record  of  the  outstanding  deceased  women  of  the 
district,  to  the  memory  of  Sister  Brubaker,  saying  that  as  long 
as  she  could  remember  Sister  Brubaker  had  never  missed  a  dis- 
trict meeting.  No  matter  how  small  her  children  were,  she  took 
them   and   went   to   the  meetings. 

The  Elders'  and  Pastors'  Wives  Association  authorized  a  letter 
of  sympathy  to  be  sent  to  Bro.  Brubaker  in  recognition  of  his 
wife's  life  and  work  in  the  district.  As  secretary,  I  count  it  a 
privilege  to  write  these  letters,  having  been  in  close  touch  with 
her  as  her  pastor's  wife  for  a  number  of  years,  knowing  her  to 
have  been  faithful  in  church  attendance  and  to  every  duty  which 
arose. 
Raisin,   Calif.  Mrs.   Wilbur  Liskey. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Alden-Winlers. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Frank 
R.  Alden  and  Wiletta  M.  Winters,  both  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  Sept. 
20,  1941.— James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Cline-Turner. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  home  of  Mr.  N.  R. 
Cline,  Roy  H.  Cline  and  Rebecca  Turner,  both  of  Wichita,  Kans., 
Nov.  27,  1941.^Tames  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Douglas-Shideler. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  J.  M.  Douglas  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  and  Hazel  Shide- 
ler  of  McCune.  Kans.,  Nov.  27,  1941. — G.  A.  Zook,  McCune,  Kans. 

Garsi-Sailing. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Dale  N. 
Garst  and  Mary  Sailing,  both  of  Wichita,  Kans.,  Nov.  15,  1941. — 
James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Green-Wylie. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
mother,  Benjamin  Green  and  Leah  Wylie,  both  of  Valeda,  Kans., 
Sept.  27,  1941.— G.  A.  Zook,  McCune,  Kans. 

Hauger-Robinson. — At  the  Stanley,  Wis.,  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, by  Bro.  Lewis  Hyde,  Aug.  23,  1941,  Ralph  Hauger  of  Durand, 
111.,  and  Ann  Robinson  of  Stanley,  Wis.— Ruth  Smith,  Elgin,  111. 

Herndon-Sell. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  J.  Tom  Herndon  and  Alice  Louise  Sell,  both  of  Wich- 
ita, Kans.,  April  12,   1941. — James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Hershberger-Kindy. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Aug.  30,  1941,  Junior  Hershberger  and  Donnabelle 
Kindy,  both  of  Middlebury,  Ind. — Ira  E.  Long,  Buchanan,  Mich. 

Jones-Sell. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  First  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  William  E.  Jones  and  Nadene  Sell,  both  of  Wichita, 
Kans.,  Oct.  25.  1941.— James  H.  Elrod,  Wichita,  Kans. 

Keiffer-Speer. — At  the  Coventry  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Oct. 
3,  1941,  by  the  undersigned,  Richard  Keiffer  and  Sister  LaRue 
Fay  Speer,  both  of  Pottstown,  Pa. — Trostle  P.  Dick,  Pottstown, 
Pa. 

Kulp-Irwin. — Bro.  S.  Harvey  Kulp,  Jr.,  and  Sister  June  P.  Ir- 
win, both  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  in  the  Coventry  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  by  the  undersigned,  Sept.  10,  1941.— Trostle  P.  Dick, 
Pottstown,  Pa. 

Morris-Wampler. — Elphis  Z.  Morris  and  Helen  E.  Wampler, 
both  of  Stanardsville,  Va.,  in  the  parsonage,  Nov.  12,  1941,  by  the 
undersigned. — Newton  L.  Poling,  Stanardsville,  Va. 

Scoll-Dobbs. — By  the  undersigned,  Clifford  Scott  of  Geary, 
Okla.,  and  Madge  Dobbs  of  Thomas,  Okla.,  Nov.  19,  1941,  at  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Thomas. — Albert  Williams,  Thomas, 
Okla. 


Umphrey-Fabian. — Sherman  Thomas  Umphrey  and  Alice  Helen 
Fabian,  both  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  at  the  parsonage  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Nov.  29,  1941.— Van  B.  Wright,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Zeller-Loveall.— Brother  Everett  Fruitt  Zeller  of  North  Man- 
chester, Ind.,  and  Sister  Delores  Jeanette  Loveall  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  at  the  bride's  home  in  Fort  Wayne,  Oct.  23,  1941, 
by  the  undersigned. — Van  B.  Wright,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 


FALLEN    ASLEEP 


Allen,  Albert  H.,  of  Hermosa  Beach,  Calif.,  was  born  April  2, 
1869,  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and  died  Nov.  20,  1941.  He  went  to  Chi- 
cago when  about  nine  years  of  age.  He  served  as  foreman  in  a 
box  factory  in  that  city  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  married 
to  Mary  Simpson  in  Chicago  in  1891.  They  celebrated  their 
fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  last  Sept.  14  in  Hermosa  Beach, 
where  they  have  resided  the  last  six  years.  They  united  with 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren  June  14,  1938,  and  had  attended 
services  since  that  time.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  many 
relatives.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his  pastor, 
Bro.  G.  K.  Walker;  burial  was  made  in  the  Inglewood  cemetery. 
— Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,   Hermosa  Beach,   Calif. 

Berkey,  Elizabeth  Seese,  was  born  May  19,  1854,  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  Early  in  life  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Frank  Berkey,  and  eight  children  were 
born  to  this  union,  five  of  whom  survive.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berkey 
moved  from  Pennsylvania  and  settled  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa, 
where  they  lived  until  moving  to  the  present  home  in  Polk 
County  near  Ankeny,  in  March  of  1899.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  lived 
a  consistent  Christian  life  until  her  death.  On  the  morning  of 
Oct.  11,  1941,  she  suffered  a  stroke  and  quietly  passed  from  this 
life.  She  lived  the  good  life  and  has  left  an  influence  for  good 
among  all  who  knew  her. — Glen  M.  Baird,  Elkhart,  Ind. 

Bomberger,  Lizzie  P.  Geib,  was  born  Mar.  10,  1869,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Paul  Dubbs,  in  Lebanon,  Pa., 
on  Nov.  17,  1941.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  and 
Martha  Pfautz  Geib.  On  Aug.  1,  1891.  she  was  married  to  Alvin 
K.  Bomberger,  who  survives.  To  this  union  were  born  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  Four  daughters, 
six  grandchildren  and  one  brother  survive.  On  May  8,  1892,  she 
was  baptized  into  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  church  for  more  than  forty-nine  years.  She 
was  always  regular  in  her  church  and  Sunday-school  attendance 
when  health  permitted.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Leba- 
non church  with  her  pastor,  the  undersigned,  and  Bro.  Lester  W. 
Royer  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Heidelberg  Brethren 
cemetery. — Carl  W.  Zeigler,  Cleona,  Pa. 

Brubaker,  Lydia  Zug,  was  born  Mar.  11,  1853,  in  Schaeffers- 
town,  Pa.  After  a  few  days  of  illness  she  quietly  passed  away  on 
Nov.  17,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law  in  Flintville,  Pa.  For 
many  years  Sister  Brubaker  was  a  loyal  member  of  the  Midway 
congregation.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  Brubaker  in 
1872,  and  five  children  were  born  to  this  union.  She  was  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  her  husband,  one  son  and  one  daughter.  She 
is  survived  by  one  son  and  two  daughters,  nine  grandchildren 
and  thirteen  great-grandchildren.  Funeral  services  were  held 
at  the  Wike  funeral  home  in  Schaefferstown  with  Brethren  S.  K. 
Wenger  and  A.  S.  Heisey  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  Midway  church. — Mary  W.  Blouch,  Leb- 
anon, Pa. 

Bucher,  Mary  Ellen,  was  born  June  8,  1870,  and  died  at  her 
home  near  Cashtown,  Pa.,  Aug.  5,  1941.  Sister  Bucher  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Marsh  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
She  taught  school  for  many  years.  The  funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Bender  funeral  home  in  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Rev.  Berkheimer  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Flohrs  cemetery. — W.  G.  Group,  East 
Berlin,  Pa. 

Heinz,  Carl  J.,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1894,  and  departed  this  life 
on  Nov.  23,  1941.  Death  came  suddenly  as  the  result  of  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Helen  Mae  Baker 
on  Mar.  22,  1917.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons,  two 
brothers,  and  a  sister.  Mr.  Heinz  was  a  member  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Street  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  local  church,  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro.  Glenn 
Norris.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Carson  Valley  cemetery. — 
Mrs.  Galen  Bittner,  Altoona,  Pa. 

Hoover,  Flora  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jacob  W.  and  Ruth  Eng- 
lish Detrow,  was  born  at  Myersville,  Md.,  June  14,  1884,  and 
passed  away  at  her  home  near  Brookville,  Ohio,  July  25,  1941. 
On  Dec.  24,  1909,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Keefer  Hoover. 
Sister  Hoover  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Lower 
Miami  and  in  May  1920  she  transferred  her  membership  to  the 
Eversole  church.  She  was  a  faithful  member,  attending  Sunday 
school,  church,  and  aid  society  regularly  when  health  would 
permit.  She  leaves  her  husband,  four  foster  children,  four 
brothers  and  one  sister.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Eversole  church  by  Brethren  John  H.  Root  and  Fred 
Woodie.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Eversole  cemetery. — Anna 
M.  Landis,  Brookville,  Ohio. 

Hoover,  Minerva  Alice,  was  born  June  26,  1871,  and  departed 
this  life  Nov.  14,  1941.  In  March  1893  she  was  married  to  Perry 
Haber,   who  passed   away  six  years   later.     To   this  union  were 
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born  a  son  and  a  daughter.  In  early  life  she  united  with  the 
Bear  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren  and  remained  loyal  to  her 
Christian  faith  throughout  her  life.  In  March  1916  she  was 
'  united  in  marriage  to  Eld.  David  F.  Hoover  of  Sulphur  Springs, 
Ind.,  who  departed  this  life  three  years  later.  She  leaves  a  son 
and  a  daughter,  five  grandchildren,  two  great-grandchildren,  a 
sister  and  two  brothers.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the 
Bear  Creek  church  by  Eld.  Parker  N.  Filbrun.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  Bear  Creek  cemetery. — Anna  V.  Stoner,  New  Leba- 
non, Ohio. 

Humphrey,  Mary  M.,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1854.  She  lived  her 
entire  life  in  Cass  County,  Ind.  Her  husband,  John  S.  Humphrey, 
was  accidentally  killed  forty-one  years  ago.  From  that  time 
on  Mrs.  Humphrey  was  both  mother  and  father  to  the  children 
entrusted  in  her  care.  A  daughter  and  a  son  preceded  her  in 
death.  She  leaves  two  daughters,  three  grandchildren,  four 
great-grandchildren,  one  great-great-grandchild  and  one  broth- 
er. Grandma  Humphrey  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  her  strongest  complaint  during  her  latter  years 
was  the  fact  that  she  was  unable  to  attend  church  services.  Her 
life  was  lived  fully,  trustfully  and  joyfully  in  the  Master.  In 
September  she  fell  in  the  kitchen  of  her  home,  where  she  had 
lived  fifty-one  years.  A  fractured  hip  resulted  from  this  fall 
and  she  was  taken  to  St.  Joseph's  hospital,  where  she  died  Oct. 
31,  1941. — Laura  Wells,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Javins,  Sallie  Elizabeth,  wife  of  J.  W.  Javins,  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  Mrs.  Javins  was  born  Aug.  7,  1874,  and 
spent  her  entire  life  in  the  Briery  Branch  section,  where  she  was 
well  known  and  was  held  in  esteem  by  al).  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  from  early  girlhood  and  a 
woman  of  sterling  character.  Besides  her  blind  husband,  she 
is  survived  by  one  son,  D.  S.  Javins,  with  whom  she  and  her 
husband  made  their  home,  and  a  sister.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  at  the  Branch  church  with  Brethren  J.  L.  Driver  and 
A.   L.   Miller   officiating. — Myra   Pitsenbarger,   Bridgewater,   Va. 

McAvoy,  Charles  F.,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1861,  at  Meadow  Bluff, 
Va.,  now  West  Virginia.  He  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  in 
early  manhood.  He  died  at  his  home  near  Thomas,  Okla.,  Nov. 
23,  1941,  after  an  illness  of  nearly  a  year.  In  October  1887  he 
was  married  to  Ida  Sanger.  To  this  union  eight  children  were 
born.  They  came  to  Oklahoma  in  1905.  The  children  are  all 
living  and  were  present  at  the  funeral,  which  was  conducted  by 
Bro.  A.  L.  Williams,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.  W.  Forney  and  Rev.  G.  F. 
Statzer  of  the  Methodist  church.  Mr.  McAvoy  was  an  outstand- 
ing friend  and  neighbor. — Albert  Williams,   Thomas,   Okla. 

Monroe,  Capitola,  wife  of  Alonzo  Monroe,  widely  known  Grant 
County  farmer,  died  Nov.  25,  1941,  at  her  home  near  Hartford 
City,  Ind.,  following  an  extended  illness.  The  funeral  was  con- 
ducted at  the  Bethel  Center  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which 
she  was  a  member,  by  Bro.  Charles  Oberlin  of  Peru,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Frank  Dillon  of  Middletown.  Burial  was  made  in  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  cemetery  of  Hartford  City.  Mrs.  Monroe  was  born  in 
Grant  County  on  Nov.  14,  1877,  a  daughter  of  William  A.  and 
Mary  D.  Havens  Bole.  When  but  a  small  girl  she  went  with  her 
parents  to  Tennessee,  where  they  resided  for  a  few  years,  later 
returning  to  Grant  County,  where  she  spent  the  remainder  of 
her  life.  On  Jan.  23,  1897,  she  was  married  to  Alonzo  Monroe. 
They  resided  on  the  same  farm  during  their  entire  forty-four 
years  of  married  life.  Two  sons  preceded  her  in  death.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband,  four  sons,  three  daughters,  twenty- 
six  grandchildren,  two  brothers,  one  half-brother  and  two  sis- 
ters.— Marcelline  Michael,  Hartford  City,  Ind. 

Ogg,  Martin,  of  Foley,  Minn.,  was  born  at  Somerset,  Md.,  Oct. 
31,  1850,  and  died  at  the  St.  Cloud  hospital  Oct.  6,  1941.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Root  River  Church  of  the  Brethren  at 
Preston,  Minn.,  with  Bro.  Mark  Burner  officiating.  Bro.  Ogg  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  church  for  over  seventy-five  years. 
Burial  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery.— Mrs.  Cordie  Wagoner, 
Foley,  Minn. 

Sherer,  Terrence  Alvin,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  A.  Sherer, 
was  born  April  22,  1910,  in  Plymouth,  Ind.,  and  died  Nov.  16, 
1941,  at  the  home  of  his  parents.  He  spent  most  of  his  life  in 
and  near  Plymouth  and  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren.  Besides  his  parents  he  is  survived  by  five  sisters, 
two  brothers,  his  grandparents  and  many  more  relatives  and 
friends.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the  Danielson  funeral  home 
with  Bro.  Theodore  Miller  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  officiating.  Burial 
was  made  in  the  Oak  Hill  cemetery. — Mrs.  Harry  E.  Rohrer, 
Plymouth,  Ind. 

Shupp,  Owen  W.,  was  born  Jan.  9,  1858,  and  died  Oct.  12,  1941. 
He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  then  came  to  Nebraska,  and  later 
to  California;  he  had  lived  in  Hermosa  Beach  and  Redondo 
Beach  for  twenty  years,  plying  his  trade  as  a  shoemaker.  He 
was  conscientious  in  his  work  and  attended  our  church  for 
several  years,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  Sunday  school,  prayer 
meeting  and  church  services,  which  he  enjoyed.  He  leaves  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Addie  Shupp,  one  daughter  and  several  stepchil- 
dren. He  was  bedfast  for  over  a  year,  but  showed  a  patient  and 
optimistic  spirit  always.  He  enjoyed  the  fellowship  in  our 
church  and  the  reading  of  our  Gospel  Messenger,  although  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  had  many  friends  in 
the  church  and  community  here.  He  had  a  keen  mind  and 
liked  to  discuss  the  Bible  at  any  time.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  Galen  K.  Walker,  and  burial  was  made  in  the 


Pacific  Crest  cemetery. — Mrs.  Vinna  Bowman,  Hermosa  Beach, 
Calif. 

Slauh,  Charles  Jeremiah,  was  born  Mar.  5,  1888,  and  died 
Oct.  31,  1941,  at  his  home  near  Hampton,  Pa.  Bro.  Stauh  served 
in  the  deacon's  office  for  many  years.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  a 
number  of  children.  Services  were  conducted  in  the  Mummerts 
church  of  the  Upper  Conewago  congregation  near  East  Berlin, 
Pa.,  with  interment  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church.  Eld. 
J.  Monroe  Danner  and  the  writer  were  in  charge  of  the  services. 
— W.  G.  Group,  East  Berlin,  Pa. 

Wagaman,  Donald  Edward,  nineteen-month-old  son  of  Andrew 
and  Pearl  Hartman  Wagaman,  died  of  tetanus  infection  at  the 
Waynesboro  hospital  Aug.  31,  1941.  The  child  ran  a  splinter  in- 
to his  hand  while  playing  at  his  home  and  died  within  a  week. 
Death  came  as  a  great  shock  to  all  who  knew  Donald.  He  was 
survived  by  his  parents,  one  brother  (who  died  Oct.  11)  and  the 
grandparents.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  Prices  church  in 
charge  of  Brethren  C.  L.  Gearhart  and  D.  E.  Stouffer.  Interment 
was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — Anna  V.  Myers,  State 
Line,   Pa. 

Wagaman.  Lee  Edwin,  five-month-old  son  of  Andrew  and  Pearl 
Hartman  Wagaman,  died  Oct.  11,  1941,  at  the  Waynesboro  hos- 
pital. The  child  died  following  an  operation.  Surviving  are  the 
parents  and  the  grandparents.  A  brother,  Donald,  died  Aug.  31. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  of  the  grandparents  in 
charge  of  Brethren  D.  E.  Stouffer  and  C.  L.  Gearhart.  Interment 
was  made  in  Price's  cemetery. — Anna  V.  Myers,  State  Line,  Pa. 


CHURCH    NEWS    ^^i^= 

California 

Buiie  Valley. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  21  to  elect  officers 
for  the  current  year.  Bro.  Paul  Daugherty  of  Live  Oak  was 
elected  elder,  Bro.  Lester  Huffman  pastor  and  Bro.  Joe  Allen 
Sunday-school  superintendent.  Bro.  Daugherty  was  with  us 
Nov.  3-7;  we  enjoyed  the  meetings  very  much.  On  Nov.  7  we 
held  our  love  feast.  On  Nov.  29  we  plan  to  move  into  the  upper 
room  of  the  schoolhouse,  which  will  be  much  better  than  the 
present  meeting  place.  We  are  still  hoping  for  a  new  church 
in  the  future.  Our  ladies'  aid  plans  to  buy  curtains  for  the 
schoolroom  as  soon  as  we  move  in.  They  are  also  working  on 
a  box  to  send  to  the  needy.  On  Oct.  19  one  of  our  young 
people,  Vera  Shoemaker,  was  married  to  Clifford  Eckles  of 
Dorris,  Calif. — Mary  Smith,  Macdoel,   Calif.,  Nov.  26. 

Chico. — Bro.  Frank  Howell  of  La  Verne  College  preached  for 
us  one  evening  in  October.  District  meeting  reports  carried 
some  of  the  inspiration  of  the  meeting  to  those  who  could  not 
be  there.  Our  aid  society  is  continually  busy  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Sister  Artie  Brunk.  We  are  planning  for  a  food  and 
fancy  work  sale  in  December.  The  finance  committee  met  with 
our  treasurer,  Roy  Kerr,  at  his  home.  Cottage  prayer  meetings 
continue  at  the  homes.  The  intermediates  and  young  people  had 
Halloween  socials  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Goldie  Whipple,  and  the 
juniors  in  Bidwell  state  park.  The  young  married  people  met 
at  Bro.  Bill  Yeater's  home.  The  mothers  and  daughters,  in 
charge  of  Sister  Dorothy  Yeater,  met  for  their  regular  meeting 
at  the  church.  A  musical  program  followed  the  business  session. 
Rally  day  was  observed  Nov.  9,  at  which  time  the  children  gave 
a  program  using  as  a  theme  The  Bible.  The  pastor  preached  in 
the  evening  on  Does  a  Christian  Have  a  Right  to  Be  a  Pacifist 
in  a  Warring  World?  Arnie  Wright  filled  the  pulpit  at  district 
meeting  time.  The  young  people  sponsored  a  program  featuring 
the  hymns  of  Charles  Wesley,  and  the  lives  of  John  and  Charles 
Wesley,  one  Sunday  evening.  Brother  and  Sister  Fred  Brunk 
were  with  us  for  our  meeting  on  the  evening  of  Thanksgiving 
Day.  Bro.  Brunk  brought  a  very  timely  message.  An  offering 
was  taken  for  home  missions.  The  teachers  met  with  the  super- 
intendent to  care  for  matters  of  interest  to  the  Sunday-school 
work.  The  secretary  and  treasurer  were  also  present. — Florence 
Barnhart,   Chico,   Calif.,   Nov.   28. 

Idaho 

Nampa. — The  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Nov.  26.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  the  Christmas  season,  when  Bro.  Alvin  F. 
Brightbill  of  Bethany  Seminary  will  conduct  a  music  festival  at 
our  church.  A  number  from  Nampa  attended  a  Thanksgiving 
rally  at  the  Twin  Fall's  church.  Bro.  H.  G.  Shank  addressed  the 
young  people's  banquet.  Bro.  Roy  E.  Blickenstaff,  district  men's 
president,  held  an  interesting  men's  conference.  Bro.  B.  A. 
Tharrington  is  our  elder  for  this  church  year.  The  board  of  di- 
rectors is  made  up  of  F.  J.  Decoursey,  R.  V.  Keim,  Samuel  Em- 
mert,  Earl  Blough  and  Floyd  Lowber.  The  church  is  enjoying 
a  brief  visit  from  Brother  and  Sister  M.  S.  Frantz,  who  are  on 
their  way  from  Elgin,  111.,  to  Empire,  Calif.  Bro.  Frantz  preached 
for  us  on  Sunday  morning.  Recently  a  fine  home-coming  was 
celebrated  with  Pastor  H.  G.  Shank  in  charge.  Bro.  Mark 
Schrock  was  a  guest  and  spoke  on  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
— Stanley  B.  Keim,  Nampa,  Idaho,  Nov.  27. 

Illinois 

Rockford. — We  feel  that  we  have  been  greatly  blessed  during 
the  past  year,  and  everyone  appreciates  the  good  work  our  pas- 
tor, Bro.  Carl  Smucker,  and  wife  are  doing.  Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  put 
a  new  ceiling  on  the  church  basement.    The  parsonage  has  been 
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painted  and  a  new  furnace  installed;  our  pastor  worked  faith- 
fully at  this  work  with  the  help  of  some  of  the  men  of  the 
church.  Rally  day  was  held  Sept.  28  with  good  attendance  and 
a  basket  dinner  at  noon.  Bro.  Bonsack  was  our  speaker  and 
the  Bethany  Seminary  quartet  gave  us  some  fine  music.  Bro. 
Don  Snyder  brought  the  message  in  the  evening.  Our  church 
was  well  represented  at  district  meeting  at  Polo.  Our  music 
director,  Bro.  Chris  Johansen,  directed  the  large  district  choir 
at  the  Sunday  morning  services  and  our  choir  was  well  repre- 
sented. The  communion  and  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  12. 
The  church  council  met  Oct.  28;  Bro.  D.  D.  Funderburg  was  re- 
elected elder  and  Bro.  Johansen  Sunday-school  superintendent. 
Our  young  married  people  have  a  fine  class  and  much  interest  is 
being  shown.  They  have  chosen  Bro.  Smucker  as  their  teacher 
and  Bro.  Charles  Carey  as  president.  A  silver  tea  was  given  by 
this  class.  A  chicken  supper  was  given  by  the  Gleaners  class; 
the  proceeds  went  toward  the  project  of  a  church  addition.  Bro. 
Harry  Bucher  is  the  adviser  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  Our  church  peo- 
ple co-operated  in  putting  the  Gospel  Messenger  into  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  of  the  church  members'  homes,  with  Bro.  Fred 
Eggert  doing  the  soliciting.  Our  women's  work  is  well  organ- 
ized with  Sister  Fred  Eggert  as  director.  The  missionary  circle 
is  always  well  attended;  Sister  Paul  Jahn  is  president.  The  aid 
society  is  working  hard  for  the  new  year;  Sister  Guy  Andrews 
was  re-elected  as  president.  They  have  given  $50  to  our  church 
camps  and  have  also  prepared  a  box  of  clothing  to  send  to  for- 
eign relief.  Because  of  the  increase  in  attendance  we  have 
started  to  build  an  addition  to  our  basement.  Bro.  Howard  Gris- 
singer  is  chairman  of  the  building  committee.  This  addition  will 
make  our  kitchen  much  larger.  The  total  cost  of  this  work  has 
been  divided  among  the  classes  and  different  organizations  of 
the  church.  Everyone  is  working  hard  as  we  have  a  limited  time 
of  sixty  days  to  raise  the  money.  Our  pastor  has  fixed  a  chart  of 
thermometers,  one  representing  each  class,  and  the  color  green 
is  used,  which  means  "go";  all  are  interested  in  watching  the 
green   light. — Mrs.  Melvin  Burgard,   Rockford,   111.,  Dec.   2. 

Indiana 

Anderson. — At  our  quarterly  council  on  Nov.  26  considerable 
business  was  transacted.  Church  officers  were  elected  for  1942; 
xeports  were  heard,  plans  for  the  future  were  discussed.  The 
1942  church  budget  was  approved,  totaling  $3,832,  with  our  giving 
to  Brethren  Service  to  be  above  that  amount.  Since  our  last  re- 
port three  have  been  baptized,  one  received  by  letter,  and  one 
Tay  reconsecration.  Bro.  Ray  Shank  of  Covington,  Ohio,  was 
-with  us  Sept.  29 — Oct.  12.  His  messages  were  sound  and  con- 
structive and  the  church  has  been  greatly  strengthened.  Our 
pastor  was  away  two  weeks  in  evangelistic  work,  during  which 
time  Eldon  Burke  of  Muncie  and  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Man- 
chester preached  for  us.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  sponsored  one  Sun- 
day evening  service  when  Mr.  Gilbert  Booram  showed  pictures 
of  his  western  trip,  giving  a  religious  interpretation.  Our  love 
feast  on  Sept.  27  was  well  attended;  our  pastor  officiated  with 
seven  other  ministers  present  to  assist.  Our  women's  work, 
through  its  various  activities,  is  doing  a  large  work  and  keeping 
many  hands  busy.  Christmas  programs  are  being  planned  by 
the  children's  departments  and  by  the  young  people. — Mrs.  A.  P. 
Musselman,  Anderson,  Ind.,  Dec.  1. 

Logansporl. — Our  young  married  people's  class  gave  a  play, 
The  Lost  Church.  An  offering  was  taken  which  helped  to  pay 
for  our  pulpit  chairs.  They  will  give  this  play  at  the  Lower 
Deer  Creek  church  on  Dec.  14.  The  Berean  Sunday-school  class 
sponsored  the  annual  birthday  supper  in  the  church  basement  on 
Nov.  25.  A  large  crowd  enjoyed  the  evening.  A  program  was 
given  and  the  main  speaker  was  Wilbur  Zing,  who  spoke  on  As 
I  Pass  By.  Several  of  our  members  and  friends  are  unemployed 
because  of  the  Gassard  strike  in  this  city.  We  hope  and  pray 
that  this  will  be  settled  with  peace  and  goodwill  toward  all. 
This  is  only  one  more  time  that  we  are  tested  to  show  our  Chris- 
tian training. — Laura  Wells,  Logansport,  Ind.,  Dec.   3. 

Lower  Deer  Creek. — We  have  been  having  good  attendance 
and  very  good  offerings  for  both  the  Sunday  school  and  church. 
The  men's  group  has  been  helping  build  a  barn  for  a  neighbor 
whose  barn  burned  last  summer.  The  women  are  having  regular 
aid  meetings  with  very  good  attendance.  They  are  accomplish- 
ing a  great  deal  and  have  met  their  financial  obligations.  We 
held  our  council  meeting  on  Nov.  5  and  elected  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  We  re-elected  Bro.  William  Angle  as  elder.  We 
are  planning  a  program  for  Christmas. — Mrs.  Ralph  Replogle, 
Camden,   Ind.,   Nov.   25. 

Plymouth. — We  met  in  regular  council  on  Nov.  26  and  elected 
church  officers.  Bro.  Clyde  Joseph  was  elected  elder,  Ralph  Gar- 
ber  president  of  men's  work  and  Mrs.  Ray  Welborn  president  of 
women's  work.  We  had  a  very  profitable  and  inspiring  series  of 
meetings  with  Bro.  Robert  Sink  as  evangelist  and  Mrs.  Nellie 
Mullins  director  of  music.  There  was  a  large  attendance  each 
evening  to  hear  their  messages.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
six  were  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter.  Prior  to  the  meet- 
ings five  were  received  by  baptism.  On  Nov.  17  the  church  was 
filled  for  the  communion  service.  Bro.  Sink  led  the  meeting. 
Several  visiting  ministers  were  present.  On  Nov.  23  Sister  Net- 
tie Senger,  missionary  to  China,  was  with  us.  She  gave  two  very 
interesting  addresses  and  showed  slides  of  China.  The  children 
gave  Miss  Senger  several  handkerchiefs  to  be  sent  to  China. 
The  women's  cabinet  of  Northern  Indiana  met  with  the  local 
women   one   evening.     Several  families   enjoyed   the   annual   aid 


supper.  Several  of  our  Sunday-school  teachers  are  enrolled  in 
the  county  leadership  training  school.  A  Christmas  program 
will  be  given  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  21.  A  large  number  of 
our  women  and  men  enjoyed  the  women's  rally  at  Nappanee  and 
the  men's  mass  meeting  at  Pine  Creek. — Mrs.  Harry  E.  Rohrer, 
Plymouth,   Ind.,  Dec.  4. 

Iowa 

Cedar  Rapids. — After  completing  a  successful  year  we  began 
our  fall  program  with  a  beautiful  Joash  service  at  which  our 
full  budget  for  the  new  year  was  subscribed.  Our  various  or- 
ganizations are  strong  and  well  attended.  The  men's  work 
sponors  our  church  paper,  The  Parishioner,  which  is  mailed  each 
month  to  125  families.  They  are  responsible  also  for  many  work 
nights  at  the  church  and  for  the  recreational  program  of  our 
whole  group.  The  women's  work  has  started  a  women's  work 
chorus  with  a  membership  of  sixteen.  Our  pioneer  girls  are 
sponsored  by  the  women's  work.  Our  monthly  suppers  are  of 
great  success  and  bring  a  substantial  income  to  our  aid,  which 
in  turn  supports  the  church  budget;  they  cleared  $564.64  last 
year.  Our  intermediate  and  young  people's  leagues  meet  every 
Sunday  with  a  friendly  hour  preceding  their  meetings.  The 
choir  has  organized  and  has  just  purchased  robes.  A  full  eve- 
ning's musical  program  will  be  given  soon  by  them.  Our  church 
and  Sunday-school  attendance  has  increased  steadily.  During 
the  past  year  fifty-three  new  members  have  been  received  into 
our  fellowship.  We  are  caring  for  our  Civilian  Public  Service 
camps  and  welfare  program  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  We  have 
a  welfare  fund  within  our  own  group  to  care  for  any  need  which 
may  arise.  Sunday-school  classes  and  individuals  have  kept  the 
church  supplied  with  beautiful  plants  and  flowers  for  each  Sun- 
day's service.  We  were  happy  to  have  Kurtis  Naylor  with  us  in 
October  and  greatly  appreciated  his  message.  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter Ruthrauff  attended  the  regional  conference  in  Chicago  in 
October.  They  recently  closed  a  two  weeks'  revival  in  the  Rob- 
ins church.  Seventy-nine  men  and  boys  attended  the  father  and 
son  banquet  in  the  church  on  Nov.  25. — Doris  Fishel,  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, Iowa,  Dec.  4. 

Coon  River. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  25  to  reorganize  for 
the  new  church  year.  Bro.  Earl  Deardorff  was  re-elected  elder 
and  Ralph  Neal  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  women's 
work  was  organized  as  in  the  national  set-up  with  Mrs.  Earl 
Deardorff  as  our  president.  Emory  Robinson  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  men's  work.  The  women  of  the  young  married  peo- 
ple's class  presented  a  play  at  the  Guthrie  County  Home,  along 
with  several  musical  numbers  by  members  of  the  church,  and 
devotions  by  Bro.  E.  C.  Trostle.  The  evening  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed,  both  by  those  who  presented  the  program  and  by  mem- 
bers of  the  audience.  Our  annual  home-coming  was  held  on  Oct. 
12.  The  morning  address  was  given  by  Bro.  Carmen  Looking- 
bill,  and  after  a  basket  dinner  we  enjoyed  a  program  of  music 
and  talks  by  guests  and  our  own  members.  We  held  our  love 
feast  on  Oct.  19  with  Bro.  E.  C.  Trostle  officiating.  At  the  sec- 
tional men's  work  rally,  held  in  our  church,  a  large  group  from 
our  neighboring  churches  met  with  us  for  a  basket  supper  pre- 
ceding the  program.  Bro.  Glen  Baird  was  guest  speaker  of  the 
evening. — Mrs.  Irvin  Derry,  Panora,  Iowa,  Nov.  29. 

Des  Moines  Valley. — Our  church  has  closed  a  very  profitable 
year.  The  attendance  and  interest  have  been  good  and  several 
have  been  received  into  our  fellowship.  The  financial  budget 
for  the  year  was  met,  and  many  other  contributions  were  given. 
A  Messenger  subscription  for  each  family  is  included  in  our 
budget  for  next  year.  Our  church  was  recognized  at  Ames  this 
year  as  an  accredited  rural  church.  Bro.  Glen  Baird,  our  pas- 
tor, was  recently  ordained  to  the  eldership.  The  service  for  him 
and  his  wife  was  conducted  by  Elders  D.  D.  Fleishman  and  Earl 
Deardorff.  Lawrence  Howard  was  elected  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. A  number  of  our  group  attended  the  various  camps 
at  Pine  Lake.  Mrs.  Glen  Baird  is  the  general  director  of  our 
women's  work.  Our  aid  society  held  their  annual  harvest-home 
dinner  this  fall,  netting  $120.  Ten  dollars  in  equipment  was  sent 
to  Camp  Magnolia;  this  is  our  district  project.  We  also  sent  a 
variety  of  personal  gifts  to  one  of  our  home  boys  at  Camp  Lagro. 
Our  aid  society  has  made  generous  gifts  to  McPherson  College 
and  to  our  local  work.  The  missionary  society  has  been  sewing 
on  material  for  Bethany  Hospital.  The  homebuilders'  director 
sponsored  a  mother  and  daughter  tea  on  Nov.  7  with  fifty-two 
present.  The  pre-school  mothers  enjoyed  an  afternoon  recently 
visiting  Miss  Dell's  pre-school  in  Des  Moines.  She  gave  them  a 
talk  on  child  psychology.  Harold  Campbell  was  elected  president 
of  the  men's  work.  They  planted  a  hedge  around  the  church 
yard  as  a  recent  project.  On  Nov.  15  twenty-one  of  the  men 
went  in  a  school  bus  to  Prairie  City  to  attend  the  men's  sec- 
tional rally.  We  have  enjoyed  having  in  our  church  during  the 
last  few  months  the  McPherson  College  ladies'  quartet,  and  Kur- 
tis Naylor.  The  peace  offering  is  received  on  the  last  Sunday 
of  each  month,  and  averages  about  $20.  We  have  also  had  spe- 
cial offerings  for  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camps.  Our  church 
participated  in  a  preaching  mission  sponsored  by  the  ministerial 
association  of  all  Protestant  churches  in  our  area.  It  was  held 
in  each  church  three  nights  with  each  minister  taking  his  turn 
as  outlined  by  the  committee.  Our  congregation  appreciates 
the  spirit  of  co-operation  that  our  pastor  and  wife  have  with  the 
other  denominations  of  our  vicinity;  also  the  enlarged  program 
of  our  own  brotherhood  in  all  of  its  work.  We  feel  the  loss  of 
some  of  our  faithful  members  by  death  and  change  of  locations, 
but  pray  that  we  that  remain  may  be  more  faithful  and  through 
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us  their  work  may  go  on  in  promoting  the  kingdom  of  God 
through  our  church  here. — Mrs.  Earl  Goughnour,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Nov.  21. 

South  Keokuk. — We  met  in  semiannual  council  on  the  evening 
of  Sept.  14  with  Eld.  J.  E.  Smith  presiding.  Sunday-school  and 
church  officers  were  elected.  Sister  Vera  Wonderlich  is  the 
Sunday-school  superintendent  and  Bro.  J.  E.  Smith  elder.  In 
August  our  men  organized  an  active  men's  group.  They  meet 
once  a  month  and  at  present  are  making  a  study  of  the  Bible. 
We  have  an  active  ladies'  aid  society  which  meets  once  a  month. 
Our  last  meeting  was  an  all-day  meeting  at  which  we  did  sew- 
ing for  orphan  children.  We  have  a  Sunday-school  of  six  classes 
and  an  average  attendance  of  forty.  The  young  married  peo- 
ple's class  is  organized  and  holds  a  social  once  each  month.  On 
Oct.  19  Sister  Nettie  Senger  was  with  us.  She  brought  the  mes- 
sage during  the  worship  period  and  in  the  evening  showed  pic- 
tures of  China  since  the  war.  In  our  district  our  church  ranks 
third  in  having  the  quota  of  two  dollars  per  church  member  for 
the  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. — Mrs.  Stanley  Williams,  Rich- 
land, Iowa,  Nov.  21. 

Kansas 

Gravel  Hill. — The  young  people  presented  a  play,  Abundance 
of  Corn,  and  a  candlelighting  service  at  the  harvest  festival  and 
Thanksgiving  supper  on  Nov.  26.  The  cradle  roll  department  has 
been  added  to  the  Sunday  school;  there  has  been  an  increased 
attendance  in  the  children's  department.  We  entertained  the 
district  meeting  in  October  and  enjoyed  a  very  good  program 
and  fellowship.  The  ladies  held  their  Christmas  bazaar  and 
food  sale  on  Nov.  29.  Bro.  R.  E.  Loshbaugh  of  Fredonia  is  to 
preach  for  us  several  times  during  the  winter. — Clara  Kaufman, 
Gridley,  Kans.,  Dec.  2. 

Kansas  City,  First  Central. — Since  our  last  report  ten  have 
been  baptized  and  two  received  by  letter.  At  our  September 
council  meeting  officers  were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
X.  L.  Coppock  was  elected  elder  and  Harrison  Freeman  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  Our  women's  work  reorganized  with 
Mrs.  S.  R.  Reynolds  as  president.  An  impressive  installation  pro- 
gram with  a  candlelighting  service  was  held.  Our  weekday 
church  school  is  progressing  nicely  with  Mrs.  Esther  Harvey  as 
the  principal.  Sister  Nettie  Senger  gave  an  address  with  picture 
slides  on  Sept.  28.  Our  Sunday-school  attendance  is  increasing 
and  a  new  class  is  being  organized. — Mrs.  Harrison  Freeman, 
Turner,    Kans.,    Nov.    19. 

Osage. — Our  home-coming  was  held  at  the  church  on  Nov.  9. 
It  was  an  enjoyable  occasion.  A  number  from  a  distance  at- 
tended. Our  church  was  well  represented  at  district  conference 
in  October.  Our  two  weeks'  revival  meeting,  conducted  by  our 
pastor,  Bro.  G.  A.  Zook,  came  to  a  close  on  Nov.  23.  As  an  im- 
mediate result  of  our  efforts  four  were  baptized  and  the  church 
was  much  strengthened.  Our  love  feast  was  observed  on  Nov.  24. 
Because  of  bad  roads  and  much  sickness  it  was  not  so  largely 
attended  as  usual.  Our  aid  society  has  been  quite  busy  with 
quilting  and  other  work.  They  are  at  present  preparing  a  box 
to  be  sent  to  a  Civilian  Service  camp.  Our  church  is  progress- 
ing nicely  under  the  leadership  of  our  new  pastor. — Mary  Neher, 
McCune,  Kans.,  Nov.   30. 

Topeka. — At  our  yearly  council  meeting  Bro.  L.  H.  Root  was 
re-elected  elder.  A  meeting  of  the  Sunday-school  officers  was 
held  on  Oct.  14  and  plans  were  made  for  some  of  the  work  of  the 
following  months.  Hazel  Rhoades,  who  has  been  a  faithful 
worker  in  the  Topeka  church,  was  called  to  a  civil  service  posi- 
tion in  Washington,  D.  C.  She  is  greatly  missed  by  all.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  13  with  Bro.  Ralph  Hodgden,  our  pas- 
tor, officiating.  The  church  has  been  redecorated  recently,  which 
makes  it  more  cheerful  and  inviting. — Mrs.  W.  G.  Brammell, 
Topeka,   Kans.,  Nov.  26. 

Maryland 

Baltimore,  First. — At  the  church  council  on  Oct.  6  Dr.  Charles 
E.  Resser  of  Washington  was  re-elected  presiding  elder  of  the 
congregation.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  I.  S.  Long,  reported  an  increase 
of  twenty-seven  members  during  the  year.  The  attendance  at 
the  fall  communion  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  this  church. 
One  hundred  seventy-four  members  communed.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  services  an  offering  was  taken  for  missions.  A 
group  of  members  have  formed  a  midweek  Bible  study  class. 
The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland  held  a  round 
table  conference  at  this  church.  Dr.  Leland  F.  Wood  of  New 
York  was  the  principal  speaker.  The  Golden  Star  Bible  class 
sponsored  a  fellowship  supper.  The  penny  banks  were  opened 
and  the  money,  amounting  to  over  one  hundred  dollars,  was 
turned  over  to  the  building  fund.  Bro.  John  D.  Long,  of  the 
University  Park  congregation,  addressed  the  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  The  Tests  of  Life.  Special  services  were  held  on  Thanks- 
giving Day. — M.  Mildred  Wolf,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  22. 

Bush  Creek. — We  welcome  into  our  midst  Bro.  William  Kinsey 
of  New  Windsor,  who  replaced  Bro.  S.  Ira  Arnold  as  pastor  in 
August.  We  wish  for  Brother  and  Sister  Arnold  God's  richest 
blessings  in  their  present  work.  Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  on 
Oct.  19  with  a  good  attendance.  Bro.  Kinsey  officiated  at  this 
service.  The  date  for  our  Thanksgiving  service  is  Nov.  30.  The 
men  of  the  church  are  in  charge  of  this  program  and  we  look 
forward  to  it  with  great  interest.  A  meeting  of  the  teachers  of 
the  Sunday  school  will  be  held  in  the  near  future  for  the  purpose 


of  studying  and  choosing  goals  for  our  school  to  carry  out  in  a 
program  of  advance  in  Christian  education.  It  is  our  aim  to 
strengthen  our  school  by  the  use  of  this  program.  A  very  suc- 
cessful oyster,  ham  and  chicken  supper  was  sponsored  by  our 
B.  Y.  P.  D.,  along  with  splendid  co-operation  from  the  ladies' 
aid.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  met  recently  and  selected  their  goals  and 
planned  their  work  for  the  coming  year.  The  first  unit  on  which 
they  are  working  is  Why  Was  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Or- 
ganized? Bro.  Chester  I.  Harley,  our  new  field  worker,  was 
with  us  on  Nov.  9  to  speak  on  this  subject.  An  hour  of  fellow- 
ship was  enjoyed  in  the  basement  of  the  church  after  the  meet- 
ing.— Edith  White,  Monrovia,   Md.,   Nov.   26. 

Edgewood. — The  young  married  people's  class  held  a  fellowship 
supper  in  the  church  basement  on  Nov.  7.  About  forty-five  at- 
tended and  enjoyed  the  meal  and  the  short  program  which  fol- 
lowed. The  ladies'  aid  society  held  a  chicken  and  oyster  supper 
in  New  Windsor  on  Nov.  22,  making  a  profit  of  $85.  The  adult 
Bible  class  held  their  fellowship  supper  in  the  church  basement 
on  Nov.  27  with  about  fifty  attending.  Several  very  fine  read- 
ings and  speeches  were  given.  We  are  planning  to  hold  our 
Christmas  program  on  Dec.  21  at  eight  o'clock. — Mrs.  Carroll 
Lindsay,  New  Windsor,  Md.,  Dec.  2. 

Meadow  Branch. — On  Sept.  18  we  held  our  regular  council 
meeting  with  a  very  good  attendance.  Eld.  J.  Walter  Thomas 
was  chosen  elder  and  Bro.  Arthur  Naill  was  re-elected  Sunday- 
school  superintendent.  We  held  our  fall  love  feast  on  Oct.  18 
and  had  a  most  impressive  service.  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  officiated  at  the  evening  services  and  deliv- 
ered a  fine  sermon  on  Sunday  morning.  Elders  E.  C.  Bixler 
and  D.  E.  Engler  were  with  us  also.  Bro.  Oren  Garner  gave  us 
a  fine  sermon  on  Thanksgiving  evening.  An  offering  of  $32  was 
lifted  for  home  missions.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  will  have  charge  of 
the  regular  church  services  on  Dec.  14  in  commemoration  of  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  their  organization.  Bro.  J.  I. 
Baugher  of  Hershey,  Pa.,  will  deliver  the  sermon.  This  depart- 
ment is  making  plans  for  a  pageant  to  be  given  at  the  Christmas 
program.  They  also  made  a  special  drive  on  Nov.  30  for  our 
monthly  relief  offering,  their  part  resulting  in  about  $10  and  the 
entire  relief  offering  amounting  to  $22.  A  fine  assortment  of 
warm  clothing  has  been  donated  to  the  Brethren  Service  Com- 
mittee, this  being  in  charge  of  Sister  Ruth  Rinehart.  A  liberal 
donation  consisting  of  canned  fruits,  vegetables,  jellies  and  vari- 
ous other  useful  articles  was  given  to  the  Fahrney  Memorial 
Home.  Brethren  Herbert  Petry  and  William  E.  Brown  were  sent 
as  delegates  from  our  congregation  and  conveyed  the  donation  to 
the  home.  On  Nov.  27  our  father  and  son  banquet  was  held  in 
the  social  hall  of  the  church.  A  covered  dish  supper  was  served. 
The  program  consisted  of  group  singing,  short  speeches  by  repre- 
sentatives from  the  following  congregations:  Rocky  Ridge,  Edge- 
wood,  Westminster,  Pipe  Creek  and  Beaver  Dam.  Two  quartets, 
consisting  of  members  of  our  home  group,  gave  special  numbers. 
The  main  speaker  was  Bro.  C.  O.  Garner,  who  gave  a  fine  ad- 
dress. Excellent  reports  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  have  been 
given  by  the  various  organized  Sunday-school  classes.  Sister 
Mary  Naill  gave  a  splendid  report  of  our  aid  society.  This  or- 
ganization is  proving  to  be  a  most  helpful  auxiliary  both  finan- 
cially and  spiritually.  They  will  have  their  annual  sale  on 
Nov.  29. — Mrs.  William  E.  Brown,  Westminster,  Md.,  Dec.  1. 

Pipe  Creek. — On  Nov.  12  the  fathers  and  sons  held  their  an- 
nual banquet  with  100  present  and  Bro.  S.  Earl  Mitchell  as  guest 
speaker.  We  had  our  rededication,  home-coming  and  fiftieth 
anniversary  services  on  Nov.  16.  In  the  morning  Bro.  J.  J.  John 
gave  the  rededicatory  talk,  bringing  many  reminiscences;  in  the 
afternoon  Bro.  J.  H.  Hollinger  from  the  Washington  City  church 
talked  on  home-coming,  with  special  music  by  the  John  D.  Young 
family  and  a  violin  solo  by  Prof.  Philip  Royer.  In  the  evening 
Bro.  I.  S.  Long  from  Baltimore  gave  a  talk  on  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  building  of  the  church;  special  music  was  given  by 
the  Union  Bridge  octet.  We  served  lunch  at  noon  and  in  the 
evening.  On  Nov.  21  we  entertained  the  ministerial  convention  of 
Eastern  Maryland.  The  morning  was  spent  in  discussing  the  fol- 
lowing topics:  Are  We  Calling  Enough  of  the  Right  Kind  of 
Ministers?  by  I.  S.  Long;  Are  We  Giving  the  Ministry  an  Ade- 
quate Training?  by  John  D.  Long;  Is  the  Matter  of  Placement  or 
Transfer  of  Pastors  Satisfactory?  by  S.  Earl  Mitchell;  Is  the 
Supervision  of  Our  Ministers  and  Pastors  Satisfactory?  by  J.  J. 
John.  In  the  afternoon  Bro.  Warren  D.  Bowman  gave  a  masterly 
address  on  The  Practice  and  Philosophy  of  Anointing  for  Heal- 
ing. Dr.  Oscar  F.  Blackwelder,  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Refor- 
mation in  Washington.  D.  C,  gave  a  wonderful  talk  on  Con- 
structive Habits  in  the  Christian  Ministry.  At  the  supper  meet- 
ing William  Kinsey  was  toastmaster  and  Dr.  C.  E.  Forlines,  pres- 
ident of  Westminster  Theological  Seminary,  gave  the  address. 
Later  in  the  evening  Dr.  Blackwelder  gave  an  address  on  The 
Contribution  of  the  Church  to  the  Present  Hour.  On  Nov.  23 
Bro.  Frank  Williar  gave  an  illustrated  lecture  on  temperance. 
The  mother  and  daughter  organization  is  planning  to  go  carol- 
ing to  the  shut-ins. — Ida  M.  Englar,  Uniontown,  Md.,  Dec.  3. 

Michigan 
Battle  Creek. — Our  council  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  20  with 
Bro.  Peters  officiating.  Sunday-school  officers  were  elected  at 
this  time.  A  number  of  our  people  attended  the  Bible  institute 
at  Woodland,  Mich.,  Oct.  10-12.  There  was  a  reorganization  of 
the  men's  work  on  Oct.  12  and  Archie  Gorham  was  chosen  pres- 
ident.   Bro.  Ted  Gandy  of  Chicago  preached  for  us  on  Nov.  2  on 
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Faith.  Our  mother  and  daughter  banquet  was  held  on  Nov.  7 
with  Sister  Elizabeth  Wampler,  returned  missionary  to  China,  as 
guest  speaker.  She  also  spoke  and  showed  pictures  on  Sunday 
evening,  Nov.  9.  Our  Sunday-school  rally  day  was  held  on 
Nov.  9.  We  are  enjoying  our  temple  choir  again  after  their  sum- 
mer absence.  Bro.  Harley  Arnett  was  the  speaker  for  our 
Thanksgiving  services.  Our  church  members  are  enjoying  The 
Upper  Room,  a  booklet  for  devotions  in  the  home.  We  are  look- 
ing forward  to  having  Bro.  Edson  Ulery  with  us  Jan.  17-31  for 
revival   services. — Florence  Snow,  Battle   Creek,   Mich.,   Nov.   30. 

Long  Lake. — Bro.  H.  H.  Helmari  of  Onekama,  our  summer  pas- 
tor, left  the  middle  of  November  to  spend  the  winter  in  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  In  past  years  we  have  closed  our  church  for 
the  winter,  but  with  the  help  of  Brethren  Blickenstaff  and  Bald- 
win and  a  deputation  team  from  Camp  Stronach  we  will  keep 
the  church  open  as  long  as  the  roads  are  passable.  Our  church 
needed  a  new  roof  and  several  of  the  men  started  to  shingle  it; 
with  a  great  amount  of  help  from  the  boys  at  Camp  Stronach  it 
is  now  finished.  Our  ladies'  mission  aid  met  last  Wednesday 
afternoon  at  the  camp  to  mend  for  the  boys.  We  are  glad  we 
are  close  so  we  can  be  of  some  service  to  them. — Mrs.  John  H. 
Landis,  Manistee,  Mich.,  Nov.  27. 

Onekama. — Our  church  has  had  a  busy  summer  and  fall. 
Brethren  W.  W.  Slabaugh,  Arthur  Taylor,  Lloyd  Blickenstaff,  Dr. 
Charles  Poor,  Rev.  A.  R.  Fromman  and  Rev.  F.  W.  Basworth  of 
radio  fame,  and  others  have  filled  our  pulpit  at  times  during  the 
summer.  We  had  an  active  part  in  the  vacation  Bible  school,  a 
co-operative  float  in  our  forest  festival  parade  and  in  the  work 
of  the  Manistee  County  council  of  churches  and  Christian  educa- 
tion. Our  nursery  department  is  growing  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Howard  Deal,  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  is  active  in  all  church 
projects.  Dan  Deal  is  serving  as  president  of  the  state  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  cabinet.  Our  primary  department  and  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  are 
preparing  two  Christmas  plays  to  be  given  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  21.  Our  ladies'  aid  has  had  as  its  outstanding  project  as- 
sistance to  Camp  Stronach  near  Manistee.  They  have  pur- 
chased three  kits  for  the  campers,  boiled  two  batches  of  apple 
butter,  made  a  keg  of  sauerkraut  and  given  other  donations  of 
canned  goods,  fruits  and  vegetables.  On  the  last  Sunday  evening 
of  each  month  a  relief  offering  is  taken.  In  the  absence  of  our 
pastor  and  his  wife,  who  are  in  evangelistic  work  for  the  win- 
ter, our  local  ministers,  Howard  Deal,  David  Joseph  and  the 
writer,  have  charge  of  the  preaching  services.  We  miss  the  help 
of  Bro.  J.  E.  Joseph,  who  suffered  a  stroke  nine  months  ago  and 
whose  convalescence  is  slow.  Thanksgiving  services  and  a  fel- 
lowship dinner  were  held  on  Nov.  20  with  a  substantial  offering 
for  Home  Missions.  Many  of  our  older  members  are  unable  to 
carry  the  burdens  of  the  church  and  a  number  of  letters  have 
been  granted  during  the  year.  We  feel  the  need  of  the  prayers 
of  our  brethren  that  we  may  have  strength  to  carry  the  torch  of 
Christ  in  our  community. — Grace  Deal  Showalter,  Onekama, 
Mich.,  Nov.  21. 

Minnesota 

Monticello. — We  reorganized  our  Sunday  school,  and  although 
we  are  not  many  in  number  we  hope  to  grow.  Our  superin- 
tendent is  Mrs.  Howard  Whitmer.  Two  were  recently  received 
by  baptism.  A  young  brother,  Donald  Decker,  was  licensed  to 
the  ministry.  Bro.  Frank  Allen,  who  is  in  charge  of  our  serv- 
ices, was  our  delegate  to  the  district  conference  at  Sheldon, 
Iowa.  Five  other  members  of  our  group  were  able  to  attend. 
It  is  surely  a  wonderful  thing  to  join  in  the  fellowship  of  our 
distant  brethren.  On  Oct.  28  we  held  our  fall  council  meeting 
with  our  elder,  Bro.  W.  O.  Tannreuther  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  pre- 
siding. We  elected  him  as  our  elder  for  the  coming  year.  The 
young  people  organized  their  B.  Y.  P.  D.  with  Miss  Ruth  Whitmer 
as  president.  They  are  having  very  interesting  meetings.  A 
pound  shower  was  given  for  the  Frank  Allen  family  and  a  large 
group  enjoyed  a  very  lovely  evening. — Mrs.  Howard  Whitmer, 
Elk   River,   Minn.,  Nov.   23. 

Montana 

Grandview. — Today  we  worshiped  with  a  select  crowd.  There 
were  four  ladies,  five  men,  two  intermediate  girls,  one  inter- 
mediate boy  and  one  primary  boy  present.  The  order  of  serv- 
ice was  simple,  yet  beautiful  and  serene,  calling  us  to  worship 
with  gratitude  and  praise  in  our  hearts.  We  were  one  big  family; 
every  one  greeted  each  other  in  friendliness.  I  have  been  priv- 
ileged to  sit  in  beautiful  sanctuaries,  where  everything  has  been 
done  from  the  standpoint  of  man's  power  to  beautify  and  his 
ability  to  plan  and  carry  out  a  procedure  of  service  that  was 
worshipful  and  majestic,  and  yet  bump  elbows  with  those  in  that 
edifice  who  did  not  smile  or  nod  in  friendliness;  and  I've  gone 
away  from  that  service  farther  away  from  my  Lord  than  I  did 
today.  So  I'm  glad  to  be  in  this  little  corner  of  the  Lord's  pas- 
ture that  isn't  in  the  limelight. — Bertha  I.  Glein,  Medicine  Lake, 
Mont.,  Nov.  27. 

Proctor. — On  Nov.  17  we  held  our  love  feast  with  Bro.  A.  P. 
Becker  officiating.  Brother  and  Sister  Becker  came  from  White- 
fish,  bringing  a  group  of  folks  with  them.  The  candlelight  serv- 
ice was  used,  which  was  very  impressive.  Nineteen  surrounded 
the  tables.  On  Nov..  23  Dayton  and  Proctor  held  their  Thanks- 
giving service  together  at  the  Proctor  church.  Bro.  Becker  used 
as  his  text  the  One-hundredth  Psalm.  Brother  and  Sister  Becker 
sang  a  Thanksgiving  hymn.  After  the  service  a  basket  dinner 
was  served  in  the  schoolhouse  to  about  fifty  people.     After  the 


dinner  a  short  program  was  given.  We  appreciate  Brother  and 
Sister  Becker's  interest  and  work  at  Proctor. — Mrs.  Levi  Learn, 
Proctor,  Mont.,  Nov.  24. 

Whitefish. — On  Oct.  23  our  church  enjoyed  a  beautiful  candle- 
light communion  service  which  was  well  attended.  We  were 
glad  to  have  Sister  F.  M.  Mungar  and  Bro.  Levi  Leaser  and  wife 
and  son  with  us.  Our  church  services  and  Sunday  school  are 
well  attended,  as  well  as  our  midweek  Bible  study.  Sister 
Becker  has  charge  of  the  boys  and  girls,  who  meet  in  the  cot- 
tage; and  the  adults  meet  in  the  church.  On  Oct.  21  the  ladies' 
aid  met  at  Sister  Becker's  to  sew  for  a  needy  family.  On  Nov. 
17  Bro.  Becker  and  wife,  Bro.  R.  E.  Cripe,  Sister  Ellis,  Sister 
Lytle  and  the  writer  went  to  Proctor  to  attend  a  communion 
service.  We  are  always  glad  to  meet  with  the  Proctor  people. 
— Lewis  Fry,  Whitefish,   Mont.,  Nov.   20. 

North  Carolina 

St.  Paul. — Our  church  met  in  council  on  Sept.  11,  with  Eld. 
W.  J.  Payne  presiding,  to  elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro. 
Payne  was  re-elected  elder,  W.  M.  Leftwich  pastor  and  Ellis 
Leftwich  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Our  work  has  prog- 
ressed very  nicely  during  the  last  year.  Our  offerings  have 
been  reasonably  good.  The  giving  of  money  for  relief  and  Civil- 
ian Public  Service  camps  has  been  stressed  strongly  and  our 
people  have  responded  very  favorably.  Our  plan  is  to  take  an 
offering  each  Sunday  and  send  it  in  each  month.  Several  notable 
events  have  been  held  at  our  church  during  the  year,  including 
our  home-coming  day  and  the  Easter  family  reunion.  Bro.  Otte 
Utt  of  Galax,  Va.,  came  to  us  Oct.  26  and  held  a  two  weeks'  re- 
vival service  which  resulted  in  five  baptisms.  Two  were  bap- 
tized previous  to  these  services.  Through  the  efforts  of  Bro. 
Utt  and  his  gospel  singers  the  church  has  been  spiritually  up- 
lifted and  inspired.  On  Nov.  9  a  delegation  of  ministers  repre- 
senting the  different  boards  of  our  district  paid  us  a  very  inter- 
esting visit.  They  were  Brethren  Guy  Wampler  and  L.  D.  Bow- 
man, Christian  education;  H.  L.  Reed  and  Price  Bowman,  mis- 
sion board;  J.  A,  Naff  and  Cecil  Reed,  ministerial  board.  We 
were  happy  to  have  these  brethren  with  us.  On  Dec.  12  Brother 
and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold  will  visit  us  and  present  a  service  of 
Worship  in  Art.  Our  church  accepted  the  one  hundred  per  cent 
Messenger  club  plan  this  year  and  we  hope  to  carry  it  through 
next  year.  Our  Sunday  school  is  using  all  the  publications  for 
young  people  and  children. — W.  M.  Leftwich,  Mt.  Airy,  N.  C, 
Nov.   22. 

Ohio 

Charleston.— On  Oct.  19  Bro.  I.  R.  Beery  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio, 
began  a  revival  meeting  for  us.  For  two  weeks  he  gave  us  in- 
spiring, Spirit-filled  sermons.  He  visited  in  many  homes  in  the 
community,  and  a  resulting  new  interest  in  the  Bible  and  the 
church  was  created.  Eleven  were  baptized;  their  ages  ranged 
from  eight  to  sixty.  The  membership  was  strengthened  and 
encouraged.  We  are  hoping  that  it  will  be  possible  for  a  minis- 
ter to  locate  in  our  midst  in  the  near  future. — Jessie  Gray,  Chilli- 
cothe,   Ohio,   Nov.   29. 

Donnels  Creek. — Nine  were  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism as  the  result  of  an  evangelistic  service  conducted  by  Bro. 
Otho  Winger  of  North  Manchester.  Ind.  The  meetings  began 
Nov.  2  and  continued  for  two  weeks.  "I  came  to  preach  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ"  was  Bro.  Winger's  opening  remark.  He 
preached  seventeen  strong  gospel  sermons  and  visited  in  many 
of  the  homes.  Delegations  from  near-by  churches  brought  mes- 
sages in  song,  which  contributed  much  to  the  services.  Nov.  9 
was  home-coming  day  with  a  basket  dinner.  Bro.  Winger  was 
the  speaker  at  all  three  services.  Many  came  from  neighboring 
churches  and  shared  a  day  of  inspiration  and  fellowship.  Who 
Are  We  and  What  Do  We  Believe?  was  the  subject  of  the  after- 
noon address.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  18  with  Bro.  H. 
H.  Helman  of  New  Carlisle  officiating.  Dr.  John  Barker  of 
Springfield  was  the  guest  speaker  at  our  quarterly  birthday  sup- 
per held  in  September.  He  showed  pictures  of  art  glass  church 
windows  taken  from  the  interior  of  churches  of  America.  The 
series  portrayed  important  events  in  the  life  of  Christ.  Our  all- 
day  aid  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  26.  The  forenoon  was  spent 
in  sewing  and  fellowship.  Twenty-eight  ladies  and  nine  children 
were  present.  After  a  basket  dinner  a  Thanksgiving  program 
was  presented.  The  aid  recently  purchased  carpet  for  the  ladies' 
room.  Several  of  our  most  faithful  members  are  being  kept 
from  services  because  of  illness.  Our  oldest  member,  Mrs.  Mary 
Ebersole,  is  celebrating  her  birthday  this  week.  Her  class  is 
honoring  her  with  a  card  shower  and  a  gift  of  flowers.  The  en- 
tire church  extends  greetings  and  good  wishes.  She  has  been 
confined  to  her  home  for  many  months  but  her  beautiful  Chris- 
tian life  continues  to  be  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. — Edith  Wood- 
ard.  New  Carlisle,  Ohio,  Nov.  27. 

East  Dayton. — Our  revival  meeting  began  Sept.  8  and  con- 
tinued through  Sept.  21  with  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  of  Lakeville, 
Ind.,  the  evangelist.  As  a  direct  result  six  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism  on  Sept.  22.  Our  communion  was  held 
Sept.  27.  Bro.  Cloppert's  farewell  sermon  on  Sept.  28  was  a  ded- 
icatory service  for  the  cradle  roll,  after  which  a  basket  dinner 
and  a  program  were  held  on  the  seminary  lawn.  Bro.  Lon  Karns 
of  Happy  Corner  brought  the  evening  message.  Our  average  at- 
tendance for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1  was  297.  On  Oct.  5  we  wel- 
comed our  new  pastors,  Bro.  Chester  Petry  and  wife.  Bro.  Wil- 
liam Hollinger  is  our  new  presiding  elder.  The  Wednesday  eve- 
ning prayer  meetings  and  Friday  evening  cottage  prayer  meet- 
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ings  are  well  attended.  During  the  absence  of  Bro.  Petry  in 
meetings  at  the  Maple  Grove  church,  the  pulpit  was  filled  by 
Brethren  William  Hollinger  and  Henry  Barnhart  of  this  place 
and  Lon  Karns.  On  Oct.  22  one  was  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  and  since  then  four  have  been  received  by  letter.  On 
Nov.  9  the  young  people  gave  the  play,  These  Things  Must  Be. 
Thanksgiving  baskets  were  sent  out  by  the  primary  department. 
Our  regular  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  Nov.  20  and  the  of- 
fering was  sent  to  the  Brethren  Service  camps. — Nettie  L.  Siefer, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  21. 

Eversole. — Bro.  Sollenberger  of  Ephrata,  Pa.,  began  meetings 
here  on  Oct.  5  and  brought  wonderful  sermons  each  evening. 
We  were  all  spiritually  uplifted.  On  Oct.  26  John  Shellenberger 
from  Dayton  told  of  his  experiences  at  Camp  Marietta.  His 
talk  was  very  interesting  and  enjoyed  by  all.  On  Nov.  23  Bro. 
Lon  Karns  gave  us  our  Thanksgiving  sermon;  in  the  afternoon  a 
mass  peace  meeting  was  held  with  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  as  the 
speaker.  Some  of  our  young  folks  went  to  Dayton  to  hear  E. 
Stanley  Jones  in  the  evening.  He  gave  us  a  great  challenge  to 
show  other  folks  that  we  really  are  Christians. — Anna  M.  Landis, 
Brookville,  Ohio,  Dec.  1. 

Pennsylvania 

Buffalo. — We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  Bro.  James  A.  Sell, 
who  is  ninety-five  years  of  age,  with  us  Sept.  7,  8.  We  appreci- 
ated his  presence  and  messages  very  much.  The  district  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  rally  was  held  at  our  church  Oct.  5.  Our  love  feast  was 
held  Oct.  18  with  Bro.  John  Boone  of  the  Sugar  Valley  congrega- 
tion officiating.  During  the  summer  new  carpet  was  placed  in  the 
church  and  the  interior  refinished.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been 
active  during  the  year.  They  made  a  number  of  comforters  and 
clothing  for  relief.  They  have  also  contributed  to  the  church 
improvements. — Mrs.  Mervyn  W.  Mensch,  Mifflinsburg,  Pa., 
Dec.  2. 

Connellsville. — The  members  and  friends  of  the  Connellsville 
church  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  on  Sept.  25  in  the  social 
room.  The  occasion  was  an  annual  fellowship  gathering,  review- 
ing some  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  past  year  and  planning 
the  church  program  for  the  coming  year.  A  delicious  dinner 
was  served,  followed  by  an  interesting  program.  Rev.  Elmer 
Schultz  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  our  guest  speaker  for  the 
evening,  very  ably  discussed  Building  With  Christ.  Pastor 
Myers  gave  us  the  following  new  year  objectives  for  our  local 
church  program:  spiritual  experiences,  evangelism,  Christian 
education,  service  finance,  organization  and  loyalty.  A  good  re- 
port was  given  by  the  church  treasurer,  Hiram  Lepley,  who  also 
discussed  tithing  and  recommended  it  highly  as  a  remedy  for 
financial  ailments.  Bro.  Carmon  Seese,  chairman  of  the  finance 
board,  presented  our  budget  system  and  was  successful  in  ob- 
taining increases  in  financial  pledges.  A  freewill  offering  was 
taken.  We  held  our  rededication  service  on  Oct.  5,  the  occa- 
sion being  completion  of  the  redecoration  of  the  church  interior 
and  repairs  to  the  heating  plant.  Bro.  T.  R.  Coffman  from  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  delivered  an  inspiring  sermon  on  The  Glory  of  the 
Church.  The  financial  deficit  was  practically  met  by  cash  dona- 
tions and  subscriptions.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  en- 
couraging. New  families  have  moved  here  and  have  enlisted 
with  us,  for  which  we  are  grateful.  The  close  of  the  current 
church  year  marked  one  of  the  most  successful  years  of  the  Con- 
nellsville church.  Carmon  Seese  is  our  Sunday-school  superin- 
tended, Eugene  Wagoner  president  of  men's  work,  Mrs.  Olive 
Lepley  president  of  women's  work  and  Walter  Coldren  president 
of  the  young  people's  group. — Paul  V.  Lepley,  Connellsville,  Pa., 
Nov.  27. 

Coventry. — We  held  our  fall  love  feast  on  Oct.  5  with  Bro.  H. 
Stover  Kulp,  returned  missionary  to  Africa,  officiating.  Previous 
to  the  love  feast  we  had  a  baptismal  service.  An  installation 
service  for  Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  was  held  in  Oc- 
tober. Under  the  direction  of  the  women's  council  we  sent  150 
pounds  of  clothing  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee  for  war 
relief.  Our  women's  yearly  missionary  meeting  was  held  on 
Nov.  2.  Sister  Anna  Hutchison,  a  returned  missionary  to  China, 
gave  an  interesting  talk  about  her  work  there.  Bro.  Crumpacker 
gave  an  inspiring  message  on  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  16.    In  the 
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afternoon  our  young  people  gave  a  play  at  the  semiannual  Sun- 
day-school convention  held  at  the  Harmonyville  Brethren  church. 
It  was  decided  by  the  Sunday  school  and  church  to  have  a  white 
gift  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  21,  the  gift  to  be  in  the  form 
of  food  and  blankets  to  be  sent  to  boys  at  Camp  Kane.  The 
church  feels  this  is  a  worthy  program  and  is  hoping  that  all 
members  will  strive  to  make  it  a  success. — Mrs.  Ellis  B.  Savage, 
St.  Peters,  Pa.,  Nov.  21. 

Ephrata.— Our  harvest  home  service  was  held  on  Sept.  7  with 
Pastor  C.  C.  Sollenberger  bringing  a  splendid  sermon  on  The 
Harvest.  Under  the  direction  of  Sister  Miley  the  church  was 
appropriately  decorated  with  the  fruits  of  the  harvest,  which 
were  later  given  to  shut-ins  and  worthy  families.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  Sept.  30  a  Sunday-school  workers'  conference  was  held 
along  with  a  covered  dish  dinner,  with  about  fifty  present.  The 
Primary  Purpose  of  the  Sunday  School  was  ably  discussed  by  a 
number  of  our  workers,  followed  by  an  impressive  message  by 
the  guest  speaker,  Dr.  Bruce  Poulson  of  Huntingdon.  On  Oct.  5 
we  were  privileged  to  have  as  our  guests  members  of  the  student 
volunteer  group  of  Elizabethtown   College.     A  regional  temper- 
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CHRISTMAS 
WORLD-WIDE  MISSION  OFFERING 

Blank  for  Sending  Money 

General  Mission  Board,  Elgin,  111. 
Dear  Brethren: 

Enclosed  find  dollars.  Un- 
less designated  on  the  blank  line  this  money  is 
to  be  used  for  General  World-Wide  Mission  Work. 


Please  place  this  money  to  the  credit  of 

Individual 

Class 

Sunday  school 

Congregation 

District 


Name  of  sender 


Street  or  R.  F.  D. 


Post  Office  State 


Make  bank  draft,  personal  check,  P.  O.  or  Express 
money  order  payable  to  Brethren's  General  Mission 
Board,  Elgin,  111.  Please  state  what  congregation  and 
district  should  have  credit  for  this.  Full  name  and 
address  should  be  given  to  insure  a  prompt  return  of 
receipt. 

Note:  In  districts  where  by  action  of  district  meeting 
a  district  treasurer  has  been  elected  to  receive  general 
funds  for  transmission  to  Elgin,  please  observe  such  an 
arrangement. 


Date 
194... 
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ance  conference  was  held  in  our  church  on  Oct.  12.  The  attend- 
ance was  good,  and  challenging  messages  were  brought  by  the 
Hon.  John  A.  McSparran  and  Brethren  R.  R.  Baugher,  Charles 
E.  Weaver  and  Galen  Kilhefner.  Our  church  was  well  repre- 
sented at  the  district  women's  meeting  at  Chiques,  and  at  the 
district  ministerial  meeting  at  the  Heidelberg  church.  Evangel- 
istic meetings  were  held  Oct.  26 — Nov.  9  with  Pastor  Sollenberger 
in  charge.  Each  evening  we  had  a  fifteen-minute  prayer  service 
preceding  the  meeting.  Bro.  Sollenberger  brought  us  a  series  of 
uplifting,  inspiring  sermons.  The  attendance  and  interest  were 
good  and  as  a  direct  result  nine  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 
One  letter  of  membership  has  also  been  received.  On  Nov.  16 
we  enjoyed  a  spiritual  love  feast  and  communion  service  with 
our  pastor  officiating.  Eld.  A.  P.  Wenger  brought  the  preparatory 
message.  Five  of  our  young  men  have  been  called  to  camp,  and 
are  being  missed  in  our  services.  There  is  an  increasing  at- 
tendance in  our  Sunday  school.  Chairs  have  been  purchased  for 
the  junior  department.  The  choir,  under  the  direction  of  Sister 
Sollenberger,  is  contributing  regularly  to  the  services,  and  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  18  furnished  music  for  the  Palmyra  church, 
where  our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Galen  R.  Blough,  conducted  a  re- 
vival meeting.  In  response  to  a  call  from  the  Shamokin  church, 
Bro.  Donald  Martin  has  accepted  the  pastorate  at  that  place,  and, 
with  Mrs.  Martin,  will  assume  charge  within  the  next  month. 
Our  best  wishes  go  with  them  as  they  take  up  their  work  in  the 
new  field. — Mabel  M.  Myer,  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Nov.  22. 

Free  Spring,  Lost  Creek. — After  being  without  a  pastor  for  sev- 
eral months  we  were  glad  to  welcome  our  new  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D. 
Emmert  and  wife,  to  serve  in  our  congregation.  Bro.  Emmert 
started  his  pastoral  duties  in  October.  Rally  day  and  harvest 
home  services  were  held  in  both  the  Bunkertown  and  Free 
Spring  churches  with  our  pastor  present:  he  also  gave  a  talk  at 
our  rally  service  at  Free  Spring  and  delivered  the  harvest  ser- 
mon. On  Nov.  3  we  started  our  series  of  meetings  at  Free  Spring, 
which  were  held  by  our  pastor.  Bro.  Emmert  gave  us  fifteen 
splendid  sermons  and  we  feel  as  a  result  that  the  church  has  been 
built  up.  The  meetings  closed  with  the  love  feast  on  Nov.  16, 
with  about  170  persons  surrounding  the  tables.  Other  ministers 
present  were  Brethren  Ira  Brandt  and  R.  L.  Ditmer;  Bro.  Ditmer 
officiated. — Mrs.   Ira   Shirk,  McAlisterville,  Pa.,   Nov.   18. 

Heidelberg. — During  the  month  of  September  the  children 
were  unable  to  meet  with  us  in  our  Sunday-school  and  church 
services  because  of  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic  in  the  county. 
Rally  day  was  observed  on  Oct.  19.  A  program  was  given  by 
the  children,  which  was  supplemented  by  an  address  by  Bro. 
Lester  Royer  of  Lebanon.  His  message  urged  us  to  better  and 
higher  living.  An  offering  of  $739.28  was  lifted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  building  fund,  which  decreased  our  church  debt  incurred 
when  the  church  was  renovated  last  summer.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Oct.  25,  26.  Brethren  Samuel  Wenger  and  Norman 
Musser  ministered  unto  us  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening.  On 
Sunday  morning  Bro.  Musser  and  Bro.  Landis  of  Franklin  County 
brought  the  messages.  On  Nov.  2  a  Simple  Life  service  was  held, 
arranged  by  the  board  of  Christian  education.  Bro.  Hiram  Ging- 
rich of  Annville  instructed  us  in  every  aspect  of  the  simple  life. 
His  sermon  was  very  timely.  In  the  evening  a  program  of  mu- 
sic was  rendered  by  the  chorus  of  our  church.  Every  week 
throughout  the  summer  and  the  fall  a  singing  class  was  held  in 
the  church  with  Robert  Knoll  as  the  instructor.  A  fine  interest 
prevailed  under  his  able  direction.  Nov.  4-6  Heidelberg  was  host 
to  the  ministerial  meeting  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  attendance  was  good  and  the  messages  were  in- 
spirational. On  Nov.  15  we  enjoyed  a  program  sponsored  by  the 
young  people  of  our  church.  Eld.  Reuel  Pritchett  of  White  Pine, 
Tenn.,  gave  a  splendid  address  entitled  Sound  Doctrine  for 
Youth.  There  were  several  other  special  features  on  the  pro- 
gram. Two  of  our  boys,  Mark  King  and  King  Leffler,  have  been 
in  Camp  Kane  since  July,  and  David  Krall  will  be  going  there 
soon. — Candace  Royer,   Myerstown,   Pa.,  Nov.  22. 

Lititz. — In  harmony  with  the  advice  of  the  health  department 
of  Lancaster  County,  our  Sunday-school  sessions  were  discon- 
tinued during  the  month  of  September  to  help  prevent  the  spread 
of  infantile  paralysis,  which  was  present  in  our  county.  Our 
annual  Sunday-school  picnic  was  recalled  for  the  same  reason. 
Bro.  Samuel  W.  Longenecker  was  elected  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent for  the  coming  year.  The  mixed  chorus  and  the  male 
chorus  had  their  organization  meetings  in  September.  These 
groups  are  being  directed  by  Prof.  Albert  Ebbert  of  Lititz.  At 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  board  of  Christian  education,  plans  were 
made  to  send  the  Gospel  Messenger  into  the  homes  of  all  our 
members  again.  Bro.  Galen  Kilhefner  of  Elizabethtown  was  with 
us  on  Oct.  25;  this  day  being  International  Temperance  Sunday, 
Bro.  Kilhefner  taught  the  adults  as  one  large  class  in  Sunday 
school  and  preached  the  morning  sermon.  Rally  day  was  ob- 
served by  us  on  Nov.  2.  In  the  evening  the  men's  work  had 
charge  of  the  service,  the  subject  under  discussion  being  Prayer. 
Twenty-one  sisters  of  our  local  church  attended  the  women's 
work  meeting  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania  held  at  the 
Chiques  church  near  Manheim  the  latter  part  of  October.  Sister 
Anna  Hutchison,  missionary  to  China,  gave  us  the  message  on 
Nov.  9.  In  the  evening  we  observed  the  love  feast  and  com- 
munion, at  which  time  286  members  participated  in  the  sacred 
rites.  Bro.  John  Ebersole  officiated.  Our  Christmas  program  will 
be  given  on  Dec.  21  with  Brother  and  Sister  John  G.  Hershey  in 
charge.  The  watch  night  services  on  Dec.  31  will  be  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Alexander  Mack  juniors.     Feb.  1-15  Bro.  Jesse 


COMPLETE  --- 

•  Do  you  know  how  much  you  have  given 
to  the  Lord's  work  in  1941? 

•  Have  you  considered  tithing  as  a  per- 
sonal practice? 

•  Will  1941  be  the  first  year  you  will  pay 
income  tax? 

•  Do  you  know  that  under  the  Federal  In- 
come Tax  law  up  to  15%  of  your  taxable 
income  contributed  to  the  Lord's  work 
may  be  deducted  from  your  taxable  net 
income  when  computing  your  income 
tax?  All  such  contributions  should  be 
made  before  December  31  to  apply  to  the 
year  1941. 

•  Would  you  not  like  to  begin  the  year  giv- 
ing at  least  one  tenth? 

•  The  balance  of  your  1941  tithe  given  for 
the  world-wide  mission  of  the  church 
would  be  a  wise  investment. 

•  The  present  suffering  world  demands  our 
sympathy  and  help. 

GENERAL   MISSION   BOARD,   ELGIN,    ILL. 


Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  will  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  in 
our  church. — Mrs.  Louis  Huebener,  Lititz,  Pa.,  Nov.  19. 

Lower  Conewago,  Bermudian. — On  Nov.  20  the  women  of  our 
church  met  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Chester  Zeigler  to 
make  comforters  for  the  boys  at  Camp  Kane,  Pa.  There  were 
seventeen  women  present  to  help  with  this  work.  After  the 
comforters  were  finished  we  engaged  in  hymn  singing.  This 
meeting  was  so  inspiring  that  we  decided  to  set  aside  the  first 
Thursday  night  of  each  month  for  this  kind  of  work,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  we  live  in  a  scattered  rural  section.  We  organized 
for  this  work  and  Sister  Melvin  Jacobs  was  elected  president. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Dec.  4  at  the  home  of  Sister 
G.  W.  Harlacker.  Sister  Kenneth  Nagle  is  confined  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  Sister  Earl  Henry  has  been  confined  to  her  home  with 
illness  for  the  past  two  weeks.  We  are  praying  for  their  speedy 
recovery. — Mrs.  J.  Melvin  Jacobs,  Thomasville,  Pa.,  Nov.  21. 

Spring  Creek. — During  the  month  of  September  an  important 
council  meeting  was  held.  Because  of  his  physical  condition,  Eld. 
Nathan  Martin  requested  that  we  accept  his  resignation  as  elder 
of  our  church.  In  appreciation  of  his  faithful  service  his  request 
was  granted.  The  church  chose  Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  our  pastor,  to 
be  our  elder  for  the  next  three  years.  Bro.  Mark  Ebersole  was 
ordained  to  the  full  ministry,  with  Brethren  Henry  King  and 
Frank  Carper  officiating.  These  brethren  also  officiated  in  the 
electing  of  two  deacons.  The  newly  elected  deacons  are  A.  J. 
Breidenstine  and  Lehman  Weaver.  As  a  result  of  the  revival 
meetings  seven  were  received  by  letter  and  five  were  baptized  on 
Nov.  16.  We  welcome  these  folks  into  the  church.  The  men's 
work  has  finished  its  Lord's  Acre  project.  There  has  been  a 
fine  spirit  shown  throughout  the  entire  project.  A  nice  sum  has 
been  realized  from  their  own  land  and  the  corn  which  they 
husked  by  the  acre  elsewhere.  On  Nov.  9  a  special  offering  was 
lifted  for  Elizabethtown  College.  Our  love  feast,  held  on  Nov.  16, 
was  well  attended.  Brethren  Hiram  Frysinger  and  Carl  Zeigler 
delivered  the  afternoon  messages,  and  Bro.  Zeigler  officiated  at 
the  love  feast. — Mary  E.  Kauffman,  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  Nov.   19. 

Texas 
Waka. — Our  last  business  meeting  was  held  on  Sept.  14  with 
Eld.  West  of  Pampa  officiating.  At  this  session  we  reorganized  in 
harmony  with  the  general  brotherhood  practice,  electing  min- 
isterial, educational  and  finance  committees.  Three  members 
now  serve  on  our  Messenger  club  committee.  We  are  trying 
again  for  the  one  hundred  per  cent  club.  Other  church  and 
Sunday-school   offices  were  filled.     L.  B.   Carter  is   our   Sunday- 
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school  superintendent.  We  are  now  using  graded  lessons  in  our 
Sunday  school.  We  are  glad  to  have  Bro.  West  as  our  elder  for 
another  year.  Our  young  people  have  been  working  on  a  play 
erititled  Hands  That  Give,  to  be  given  at  our  sectional  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  conference  at  Clovis,  N.  Mex.  This  conference  has  been 
postponed  because  of  the  illness  of  Bro.  Beery,  the  pastor  at 
Clovis.  Mrs.  Nora  Dennison  is  our  young  people's  adviser  for 
another  year.  She  has  done  a  good  deal  for  us  in  the  past  and 
we  are  pleased  to  have  her  back.  Seventeen  from  our  church 
attended  district  conference  at  Cordell,  Okla.  The  adult  group, 
has  been  working  on  a  play  entitled  The  Lost  Church  in  their 
group  meetings  on  Sunday  nights.  They  expect  to  give  it  before 
long.  The  women's  work  group,  known  as  the  Loyal  Friends, 
has  been  busy  preparing  a  Christmas  box  for  a  needy  family. 
They  are  planning  to  send  some  bedding  to  Camp  Magnolia,  Ark. 
We  intend  to  have  a  love  feast  soon.  The  work  on  the  parson- 
age has  been  resumed  since  the  busy  season  is  over.  All  work 
and  materials,  so  far,  have  been  donated.  Any  donations  are 
appreciated. — Darlene  Teater,  Waka,  Tex.,  Nov.  29. 

Virginia 

Briery  Branch,  Sangerville. — Brother  and  Sister  S.  Ira  Arnold 
gave  us  an  interesting  message  in  music  interpreted  by  art  on 
Nov.  19.  On  Nov.  26  the  ladies'  aid  sewed  for  the  Red  Cross.  A 
large  number  of  folks  attended  the  annual  Thanksgiving  pro- 
gram held  at  the  Sangerville  church.  On  Sunday  evening  of 
Sept.  28  our  young  people  enjoyed  a  watermelon  social  at  the 
home  of  Eld.  J.  M.  Foster.  They  invited  the  entire  church  and 
more  than  one  hundred  were  present.  A  free-will  offering  was 
taken.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  the  play.  The  House  on  the 
Sand,  at  the  Clover  Hill  church,  Montezuma  and  Sangerville,  and 
two  mission  churches,  Laurel  Gap  and  Headwaters.  The  aid  so- 
ciety and  B.  Y.  P.  D.  have  made  ninety-one  gallons  of  apple 
butter  this  fall.  We  had  an  unusually  large  attendance  at  our 
love  feast.  Our  pastor  had  charge  of  the  service.  We  were  glad 
for  a  number  of  visitors.  An  installation  service  for  the  B.  Y. 
P.  D.  officers  was  held  Oct.  5.  We  were  glad  to  have  Bro.  E.  J. 
Wampler  of  Bridgewater  College  with  us.  We  were  also  for- 
tunate to  have  the  male  quartet  from  the  Clover  Hill  church. 
A  number  of  women  attended  the  district  aid  banquet  held  at 
Staunton.  The  young  people  held  a  Halloween  social.  Our 
women  are  very  enthusiastic  about  sending  in  recipes  for  the 
new  Inglenook  Cookbook.  Quite  a  few  are  wanting  the  book. — 
Myra   Pitsenbarger,    Bridgewater,   Va.,   Dec.    1. 

Daleville. — Installation  services  for  the  new  church  and  Sun- 
day-school officers  were  held  Oct.  5  in  charge  of  our  elder,  Bro. 


C.  S.  Ikenberry.  On  Oct.  15  Bro.  Edgar  S.  Martin  and  wife 
came  to  take  up  the  pastorate  here.  The  installation  service  of 
the  new  pastor  was  held  on  Oct.  25  with  Bro.  O.  S.  Garber  of 
the  Cloverdale  congregation,  secretary  of  the  ministerial  board, 
in  charge  of  the  service.  The  entire  service  was  interesting  and 
helpful.  Bro.  Martin  gave  a  fitting  response  in  accepting  the 
work.  Five  letters  of  membership  were  received  at  this  meet- 
ing and  letters  from  five  associate  members  were  accepted.  On 
Oct.  12  the  members  of  the  women's  Bible  class  gave  a  fare- 
well reception  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Alice  Eller  and  her  daughter, 
Lois,  who  have  gone  to  Chicago,  where  Lois  has  taken  a  position 
as  secretary  to  Dr.  Rufus  Bowman,  president  of  Bethany  Sem- 
inary. Bro.  Martin  recently  held  a  week's  revival  service  in  the 
Pleasant  Dale  church.  Eight  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  last  Sunday.  A  modern  heating  plant  has  been  installed 
in  the  parsonage. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Ikenberry,  Daleville,  Va.,  Nov.  27. 

Washington 
Sunnyside. — We  held  our  yearly  election  of  officers  at  our 
October  council.  Bro.  Paul  Longenecker  will  be  our  elder  for 
another  year  and  Sister  H.  G.  Reeves  superintendent  of  the  main 
school.  Sister  Belle  Partch  is  our  Christian  workers'  president. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  our  meetings  which  will  begin  Jan.  4 
with  Bro.  Niels  Esbensen  of  Empire,  Calif.,  as  evangelist.  We 
are  prayerfully  looking  toward  the  election  of  one  or  more  per- 
sons to  the  office  of  deacon,  and  the  possible  licensing  of  someone 
to  the  ministry  at  our  next  business  meeting.  We  have  set  aside 
our  little  parsonage  (the  church  has  two  houses)  for  use  of  some 
returned  missionary.  Bro.  M.  G.  Blickenstaff  of  Yakima  was 
with  us  Nov.  9  in  the  general  exchange  of  pulpits  throughout 
Washington.  The  Lord  has  been  opening  new  doors  for  our 
workers.  Bro.  Howard  Murphy  is  conducting  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Wapato,  and  they  are  calling  for  meetings  at  Easton;  Sis- 
ter June  Yearout,  our  pastor,  will  be  with  them  for  two  weeks  in 
December.  Pray  for  the  work  and  the  workers  here. — Pearl  H. 
Boyd,  Sunnyside,  Wash.,  Nov.  25. 

West  Virginia 
Oakvale. — A  rare  opportunity  for  the  Oakvale  church  was 
having  four  visitors  from  Roanoke,  Va.,  on  Nov.  30.  This  group 
included  Brethren  J.  S.  Showalter,  C.  D.  Spangler,  Frank  Crum- 
packer  and  John  Eller.  Bro.  Crumpacker  related  his  interesting 
experiences  while  in  China  as  a  missionary.  The  talks  by  all  the 
brethren  were  very  interesting.  This  meeting  was  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  people  of  this  community. — Fannie  Wimmer,  Oak- 
vale, W.  Va.,  Dec.  1. 
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Truly  the  Story  of  Christmas  is  a  story  "that  never 
grows  old."  Each  year  Christmas  commemorates  the 
birth  of  the  Christ  whose  gracious  spirit  we  seek  to  exem- 
plify in  our  own  lives.  It  is  that  spirit  which  "binds  our 
hearts  in  Christian  love"  and  makes  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren  a  spiritual  fellowship  which  has  a  vital  mes- 
sage for  our  times. 

We  who  have  been  given  responsibilities  in  the 
general  work  of  the  church  are  glad  for  this  opportunity 
to  express  our  sincere  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  you 
who  have  so  loyally  supported  us  in  our  tasks.  As  we 
face  the  exacting  demands  of  the  days  which  lie  ahead, 
we  earnestly  solicit  the  prayers  and  co-operation  of  all 
who  share  our  Christian  faith. 

We  join  in  wishing  all  our  friends  a  joyous  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year.    "God  bless  us,  every  one." 


GENERAL  BOARDS  AND 
BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 
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The  Challenge  to  Ministers.     By  Leander  Smith  7 

John  19:  41.    By  I.  N.  H.  Beahm 7 
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By  Beulah  Weber 8 

After  a  Very  Personal  Inquiry. 

By  Kurtis  Naylor 9 

And  the  Stars  Shone  Down. 

By  Desmond  Bittinger   10 

Prayer  at  Evening  (Verse).    By  Ora  W.  Garber  10 


Home  and  Family — 
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By  Archer  Wallace   11 
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By  Wm.  Musselman    11 

A  Christmas  Plea.     By  Ada  Thompson  Hoy   ..12 

Show  Windows.    By  Perry  L.  Rohrer 13 
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Our  Mission  Work — 
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By  Chalmer  Faw   14 

What  to  Pray  For   14 

A  Letter  From  Marama.    By  Sara  Shisler 15 

World  Day  of  Prayer 15 

Adventuring  in  Rural  Rehabilitation. 

By  Donald  and  Mary  Lou  Royer 19 


The  Church  at  Work- 
Strange  Time  to  Preach;  Northern  Indiana 
Men's  Work  Mass  Meeting;  Women's  Work 
Meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania;  New 
Church,  Empire,  California;  Women's  Work 
Report  of  Southeastern  Kansas;  Northern 
Indiana  Women's  Rally;  Our  Year  in  Wom- 
en's Work;  Should  Women  Smoke?  Evalu- 
ating the  Weekday  Church  School;  Adults 
and  Missions    20-23 


After  Christmas 

BY  W.  C.  IKENBERRY 

Where  are  the  bells  of  Christmas  time 

That  filled  the  air  of  night? 
Where  is  the  candle  with  its  glow 

Of  soft  and  mellow  light? 
Do  bells  continue  their  refrain 

Within  the  hearts  of  men? 
Do  candles  still  remain  aglow 

To  welcome  strangers  in? 

Where  is  the  happy  youthful  voice, 

Shouting  the  season's  greeting? 
Where  is  the  caroler  and  his  song, 

From  house  to  house  repeating? 
Does  the  merry  voice  continue  on 

To  cheer  the  heavy-hearted? 
Does  the  caroler's  voice  sustain  his  song 

Though  yuletide  has  departed? 

Where  is  the  bright  and  cheery  smile 

That  beamed  on  every  side? 
Where  is  the  spirit  of  goodwill 

Displayed  at  Christmastide? 
Will  the  smile  continue  on  throughout 

The  season  as  it  rolls? 
Will  the  Christmas  spirit  still  remain 

To  bless  discouraged  souls? 

May  we  resolve  throughout  each  day, 

The  bells  to  ring,  the  light  to  burn; 
The  merry  voice,  the  cheery  smile, 

The  yuletide  spirit  to  return. 
May  humankind  our  business  be, 

And  thus  remain,  alway; 
May  we  retain  our  heart's  resolve 

Of  keeping  Christmas  every  day. 

Roanoke,  Va. 
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A  New  Broadcasting 
Company 

Over  more  than  100  stations 
about  Jan.  1,  a  fourth  major 
broadcasting  company  will  be 
launched  in  the  United  States. 
It  will  come  about  through 
separation  of  the  Blue  and  Red 
networks  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company  by  the 
Radio  Corporation  of  America. 
An  entirely  independent  sys- 
tem with  its  own  staffs  and  of- 
fices, the  new  United  Broad- 
casting System  will  take  over 
the  Blue  web  fed  by  station 
WJZ,  New  York,  while  NBC 
will  operate  only  the  Red 
hookup  fanning  out  from 
WEAF.  Creation  of  the  new 
system  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  Federal 
Communications  Commission  order 
of  last  May.  At  that  time  NBC  was 
ordered  to  divest  itself  of  one  of  its- 
networks  on  the  ground  that  multi- 
ple ownership  of  stations  was  illegal. 
The  Blue  network  has  111  basic  out- 
lets against  75  for  the  Red.  In  ad- 
dition, it  shares  with  the  Red  58  sup- 
plementary stations.  The  Blue  sys- 
tem has  been  used  to  a  great  extent 
for  so-called  public  service  pro- 
grams, while  the  Red  carries  the 
commercially   profitable   programs. 

History  of  Programs  for  Children 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1933  by 
librarians,  educators  and  parent- 
teacher  groups  to  establish  a  clear- 
ing center  for  information  about 
children's  radio  programs.  This 
idea  failed  to  materialize  for  lack  of 
funds.  Later,  in  1935,  a  committee 
of  The  Child  Study  Association  of 
America  attempted  to  formulate 
criteria  for  such  programs,  based  in 
part  on  special  surveys  which 
showed,  among  other  things,  that 
the  reactions  of  the  children  were 
almost  directly  opposite  to  the 
judgment  of  their  elders  as  to  how 
children  should  react.  In  1939  a 
Radio  Council  on  Children's  Pro- 
grams was  organized.  A  survey  just 
completed  by  this  council  indicates 
that  there  are  too  few  programs  in 
the  children's  hour  from  five  to  six 
in  the  afternoon,  and  that,  on  the 
whole,  most  of  the  available  pro- 
grams are  of  poor  quality.  The  re- 
port recommends  "more  educational 
material  in  entertainment,  and  more 
showmanship    in    educational    pro- 


grams." It  points  also  to  the  fact 
that  children  do  listen  to  adult  pro- 
grams and  considers  this  in  general 
desirable.  The  two  major  broadcast- 
ing chains  today  have  practically  no 
sponsored  programs  for  children. 
The  obvious  difficulty  in  the  history 
of  children's  radio  programs  is  that 
of  reconciling  what  parents  and  edu- 
cators consider  desirable  with  what 
commercial  agencies  find  feasible  in 
terms  of  listening  audiences  that 
will  increase  sales. 

A  drop  of  fifty  per  cent  in  the  pro- 
duction of  fiction  in  the  last  two 
years  in  the  United  States  has  been 
reported  by  the  Census  Bureau.  The 
sale  of  the  Bible  during  the  same 
period  increased  2,500,000  copies. 

"The  radio,  as  a  universal  means 
of  communication,  must  be  made  to 
serve  children  better  than  it  has  yet 
done  in  the  past,"  says  Sidonie 
Gruenberg.  "There  would  no  doubt 
be  general  agreement  that  existing 
conditions  call  for  the  fullest  pos- 
sible use  of  the  radio  as  a  means  of 
arousing  in  children  a  vital  concep- 
tion of  what  we  like  to  call  'the 
American  way  of  life.'  .  .  .  The 
radio  could  be  effectively  used  to  in- 
troduce the  young  listeners  to  their 
own  major  concerns  with  this 
strange  and  changing  world.  .  .  . 
We  know  what  children  need  emo- 
tionally and  intellectually  for  their 
entertainment,  for  their  enlighten- 
ment and  orientation.  We  have  the 
talents  and  skills  that  might  make 
the  radio  a  tremendous  power  for 
doing  what  we  all  agree,  in  public, 
is  most  desirable." 


ing 


An  Aid  in  Linking 
the  Americas 

Good  neighborliness  and 
understanding  between  the  22 
nations  of  the  Americas  are  in 
the  forefront  of  benefits  being 
derived  from  the  increased  use 
of  radio  by  the  public  schools 
of  Los  Angeles  County,  Cali- 
fornia. In-school  listening  and 
out-of-school  listening  every 
week  tap  a  dozen  regular  pro- 
grams dealing  with  life  and 
culture  below  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  appeal  to  more  and  more 
of  the  500,000  pupils  is  en- 
hanced by  the  common  link 
in  Hispanic  heritage  between 
the  Californias  and  the  rest  of 
New  Spain.  In-school  listen- 
includes  both  direct  reception 
and  recorded  programs  which  can  be 
played  at  any  time.  Pupils  and 
most  administrators  are  "sold"  on 
radio  as  a  colorful  means  of  instruc- 
tion, reports  Elizabeth  Goudy,  radio 
co-ordinator  for  the  county's  school 
department.  Many  of  the  rank  and 
file  teachers  have  not  yet  grasped 
the  full  use  of  the  radio  as  a  class- 
room tool.  No  less  than  200  regular 
programs  are  recommended  in  the 
county's  monthly  bulletin.  Fore- 
most is  the  program,  the  School  of 
the  Air  of  the  Americas;  others  used 
are  Americans  at  Work,  Music  of  the 
Americas,  New  Horizons,  Tales 
From  Far  and  Near  and  This  Living 
World,  Cavalcade  of  America,  West- 
ern Hemisphere  Review,  Calling  Pan 
America. 

Roadside  poster  boards  have  been 
erected  by  the  United  Christian  En- 
deavor. The  poster  depicts  two 
young  people  standing  beside  a 
white-spired  church,  a  simple  cross, 
a  C.  E.  monogram  and  the  words: 
"For  the  better  things  in  life,  young 
people,  attend  Christian  Endeavor. 
Attend  some  church  in  your  com- 
munity." 

Schools  along  with  charitable  in- 
stitutions; manufacturing,  ware- 
housing and  wholesaling  concerns; 
carriers;  printers  and  publishers; 
radio,  telephone  and  telegraph  com- 
panies; and  hospitals  have  been 
granted  an  A- 10  rating  by  the  pri- 
orities division  of  OPM  to  obtain 
maintenance  and  repair  materials 
and  operating  supplies. 
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In  the  Midst  of  the  Years 

For  a  sympathetic  understanding  of  the  way  the 
people  felt,  once  upon  a  time,  in  "the  land  of 
Zebulun  and  the  land  of  Naphtali"  the  conditions 
in  our  own  land  right  now  could  hardly  be  more 
favorable.  When  they  looked  at  the  world  about 
them,  this  is  what  they  saw:  "distress  and  dark- 
ness, the  gloom  of  anguish  .  .  .  thick  darkness." 
Isn't  that  a  pretty  good  description  of  what  you 
see  when  you  look  around?  Did  you  ever  try  the 
crossing  from  the  old  year  to  the  new  when  a 
thicker  pall  of  darkness  overhung  the  land? 

But  there  was  one  man  in  that  ancient  com- 
pany who  saw  all  the  misery  the  others  saw  and 
something  else  besides.  In  his  inspired  imagina- 
tion he  set  himself  forward  to  a  time  when  the 
people,  "the  people  that  walked  in  darkness," 
would  see  what  he  saw  then,  "a  great  light."  He 
even  saw  "all  the  armor  of  the  armed  man  in  the 
tumult  and  the  garments  rolled  in  blood  .  .  .  for 
fuel  of  fire."  Wouldn't  that  make  a  grand  bonfire 
celebration  when  the  midnight  whistles  and  bells 
and  horns  herald  the  incoming  of  1942?  Well,  you 
can  see  it  if  your  eyes  are  sharp  enough. 

Another  of  those  old-timers  with  an  extra  fine 
sense  of  true  values  was  having  trouble  with  his 
New  Year's  resolutions.  At  least  he  found  him- 
self in  the  middle  of  the  years  with  a  very  unpleas- 
ant outlook  on  the  world.  He  could  not  under- 
stand how  God  could  hold  his  peace  "when  the 
wicked  swalloweth  up  the  man  that  is  more  right- 
eous than  he."  He  saw  nations  doing  this  as  "they 
come  all  of  them  for  violence."  He  saw  precisely 
the  sort  of  iniquity  that  we  see  stalking  abroad  to- 
day. He  was  in  great  distress  until  he  decided  to 
lay  the  matter  before  the  Lord  and  wait  patiently 
for  his  answer. 

He  prayed  for  a  revival  of  God's  work  "in  the 
midst  of  the  years"  and  the  revival  came,  of  all 
the  most  unexpected  places,  in  his  own  soul.  A 
great  peace  possessed  him  and  a  great  new  resolve. 


Whether  fig-tree,  vine  or  olive  flourished  or  failed, 
he  would  rejoice  in  the  God  of  his  salvation.  Re- 
gardless of  outward  circumstances,  he  had  found 
a  source  of  strength,  adequate  for  the  day's  de- 
mand. He  knew  again  that  spirit  is  mightier  than 
matter  and  its  satisfactions  infinitely  sweeter. 

The  way  of  Isaiah  and  of  Habakkuk  is  the  sure 
way  to  a  Happy  New  Year.  E.  f. 

The  Poet's  Share  in  Worship 

The  first  Scripture  portion  a  certain  boy  owned 
was  a  New  Testament  and  Psalms  given  him  by 
his  parents  as  a  Christmas  present.  Since  then 
a  grown-up  boy  has  learned  that  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon for  the  Psalms  to  be  printed  with  the  New 
Testament.  As  for  memories  of  the  scriptures 
most  often  read  in  a  Christian  home,  it  is  recalled 
that  many  of  the  more  familiar  were  drawn  from 
the  Psalms.    For  example — 

"Blessed  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the 
counsel  of  the  ungodly." 

"O  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the 
earth!" 

"The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  the 
firmament  sheweth  his  handiwork." 

"The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want." 

"As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so 
panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  O  God." 

"Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all 
generations." 

"He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most 
High  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Al- 
mighty." 

A  favorite  English  teacher  in  high  school  used 
always  to  read  Psa.  24  when  it  was  her  turn  to 
give  a  scriptural  portion.  She  was  particularly 
eloquent  when  she  came  to  the  lines  beginning, 
"Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates;  and  be  ye  lifted 
up,  ye  everlasting  doors;  and  the  King  of  glory 
shall  come  in." 

Thus  in  one  way  or  another  it  has  come  to  a 
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certain  man  of  today  that  the  convenient  and  ap- 
pealing devotional  passages  of  the  Old  Testament 
are  largely  to  be  found  in  the  Psalms.  Next  after 
the  Psalms  he  thinks  of  Isaiah  as  a  source  of  great 
passages.  But  even  so  one  has  not  escaped  from 
his  obligation  to  the  ancient  poets,  for  as  Isaiah 
rises  to  the  poetical  he  makes  the  larger  contri- 
bution to  worship  literature. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  number  of  pages 
occupied  and  in  number  of  chapter  divisions 
Psalms  heads  all  the  books  of  the  Bible.  But  mere 
space  occupied  and  number  of  chapter  divisions  is 
far  from  the  whole  story  of  why  Psalms  looms 
so  large  in  devotional  use.  More  basic  reasons  are 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Psalms  faithfully 
mirrors  human  experiences  and  aspirations.  The 
language  of  the  greatest  poetical  book  of  the  Old 
Testament  accurately  and  beautifully  expresses 
the  feelings  which  struggle  for  expression  in  mo- 
ments of  inspiration  or  distress.  Nor  should  one 
forget  that  many  of  the  psalms  were  written  to 
be  sung,  thus  making  them  the  rhythmic  vehicle 
for  either  individual  or  group  expression  in  wor- 
ship. Thus  it  was  the  Old  Testament  poets  who 
opened  most  widely  the  flood  gates  for  the  feelings 
of  the  worshiper.  They  made  possible  the  sweet- 
est and  richest  seasons  of  adoration. 

The  poet's  share  in  modern  worship  is  certainly 
no  less  significant.  For  not  only  does  the  minister 
or  other  worship  leader  frequently  turn  to  the 
Old  Testament  poetical  books  for  a  reading  por- 
tion, but  the  Christian  hymn  writers  provide  the 
words  sung  at  the  opening  of  a  service,  the  hymns 
sung  in  the  body  of  the  service,  and  the  words  of 
the  closing  song  if  one  is  used.  Thus  the  hymns 
sung  at  a  public  service  can  set  the  opening  tone 
of  the  meeting,  determine  the  continuing  atmos- 
phere and  put  in  the  mind  of  the  departing  wor- 
shiper the  melody  and  words  which  may  follow 
him  throughout  the  ensuing  week. 

In  measuring  the  poet's  share  in  worship  we 
have  to  reckon  with  the  fact  that  his  words  are 
not  just  so  many  mere  words.  They  are  the  stud- 
ied, condensed,  rhythmic  type  of  expression  which 
possesses  a  certain  inherent  force  and  appeal.  And 
this  is  raised  to  the  nth  degree  by  setting  to  music, 
which  makes  possible  sharing  in  song,  or  a  group 
expression  which  can  wing  mightily  to  the  higher 
levels  of  aspiration.  The  tired  worshiper  who 
sleeps  during  the  sermon,  and  even  the  dull  lis- 
tener who  finds  the  homily  over  his  head,  is  pretty 
certain  to  be  awake  and  singing  when  a  hymn  is 
announced. 

It  is  significant  that  the  work  of  poets  and  com- 
posers tends  to  rise  above  many  of  the  limitations 
of  mere  sermons  and  creeds.    If  one  looks  through 


even  a  carefully  winnowed  collection  of  hymns  he 
will  find  a  surprisingly  cosmopolitan  authorship. 
Poetry  and  music  easily  transcend  race  and  creed, 
geographic  factors  and  human  handicaps.  Here  is 
perhaps  the  nearest  approach  to  oneness  in  'Christ. 

What  is  the  poet's  share  in  worship?  Think 
again  of  the  psalms  and  their  use,  Christian  hymns 
and  what  they  do  to  public  worship.  But  we  have 
said  nothing  of  the  preacher's  use  of  poetry  to  ex- 
press a  beautiful  thought,  to  clarify  or  re-enforce 
an  idea,  to  sum  up  an  eloquent  appeal.  Nor  have 
we  written  much  of  the  private  use  of  poetry — as 
when  the  good  woman  of  the  home  hums  some 
sacred  tune  as  she  works.  With  the  tune  go  words, 
and  the  words  stir  thoughts  and  shape  a  life!  How 
dull  would  be  worship  without  the  means  of  ex- 
pression God  has  provided  through  poets  and  com- 


posers! 


H.  A.  B. 


I  Love  My  Country 

A  certain  great  newspaper,  actually  the  greatest 
in  the  world  by  its  own  confession,  has  gone  back 
to  its  former  slogan,  "My  country,  right  or  wrong." 
That  is  no  doubt  supposed  to  be  the  supreme  meas- 
ure of  patriotism. 

If  Stephen  Decatur  meant  that  he  would  not 
fight  against  his  country  even  if  he  thought  his 
country  in  the  wrong,  it  would  not  be  very  hard 
to  forgive  him.  If  a  newspaper  which  has  opposed 
the  foreign  policy  of  the  government  and  lost  its 
fight  now  accepts  the  inevitable  and  changes  front 
accordingly,  one  can  easily  see  good  sportsman- 
ship in  that.  If  "right  or  wrong"  is  meant  as  an 
all-out  guarantee  to  support  one's  country  in  any- 
thing, regardless  of  truth  and  honor,  that  is  a 
pledge  no  true  patriot  can  make. 

Patriotism  is  so  highly  prized  a  virtue  because 
it  places  the  welfare  of  the  larger  unit  above  that 
of  the  smaller.  That  is  why  we  honor  the  man 
who  sacrifices  his  personal  or  his  family  comfort 
for  that  of  the  whole  nation.  When  we  place  our 
own  supposed  national  advantage  above  that  of  all 
the  nations,  humanity  as  a  whole,  we  deny  the 
very  principle  which  is  the  heart  of  patriotism. 
The  real  issue  is  that  of  the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number. 

This  leads  at  once  to  the  basic  truth  that  the 
highest  good  of  the  smaller  unit  is  bound  up  with 
that  of  the  larger.  Your  personal  welfare  and 
mine  cannot  be  promoted  at  the  expense  of  the 
families  of  which  we  are  a  part.  Nor  can  that  of 
the  families  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  and 
so  on  up.  I  cannot  truly  love  "my  country"  unless 
I  love  all  the  countries.  True  patriotism  is  just 
true  religion.  e.  f. 
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BY   G.   O.    STUTSMAN 

The  setting  of  this  scripture  is  familiar  to  all  who 
know  even  a  small  part  of  the  history  of  the  people 
of  Israel.  Moses  had  died.  Joshua  had  become  the 
leader  of  the  vast  company  of  Israelites  who  had 
come  to  the  entrance  of  the  promised  land  after 
four  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  Egyptian  bondage 
and  forty  years  of  wanderings  in  the  wilderness. 
But  the  land  to  be  possessed  was  inhabited  by  a 
strong  people  protected  by  walled  cities  and  de- 
fended by  efficient  armies.  The  future  looked 
immensely  dark  and  difficult  to  the  people  of  Israel. 
But  out  of  a  faith  born  in  the  experiences  of  the 
wilderness  came  a  victory  that  has  been  the  marvel 
of  the  ages. 

At  the  time  of  this  text  the  people  were  stand- 
ing at  the  entrance  to  this  great  endeavor.  Well 
could  Joshua  say,  "Ye  have  not  passed  this  way 
heretofore."  No  people,  no  nation  had  yet  faced 
quite  such  a  task,  with  only  their  faith  in  God  as 
an  equipment  worthy  of  the  strength  of  the  foe 
before  them.  And  well  might  Joshua  have  trem- 
blingly asked,  "Are  ye  able?  Is  your  faith  and 
trust  in  the  living  God  sufficient  today  to  conquer 
enemies  that  looked  like  giants  to  your  fathers? 
Will  you  go  in  and  possess  the  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey  away  from  which  your  fathers 
turned  at  Kadesh  because  the  task  was  too  great?" 

So  today,  on  this  New  Year's  Day,  we  stand  at  a 
new  crossroad  of  life,  and  God's  prophets  can  well 
say,  "Ye  have  not  passed  this  way  heretofore." 
We  have  passed  through  a  wilderness  of  sin.  We 
have  faced  fiery  serpents  in  the  way.  The  world  of 
selfishness,  hate,  greed  and  suspicion  has  swal- 
lowed many  faithless  ones  as  we  journeyed 
through  the  wilderness  of  yesterday.  We  tremble 
and  wonder  if  our  faith  will  be  sufficient  for  such 
a  time  as  the  tomorrows  will  be.  Will  this  gener- 
ation of  1942  be  able  to  conquer  where  our  fathers 
failed?  Or,  will  we,  too,  turn  back  from  those 
ideals  of  love  and  brotherhood,  back  to  the  old 
program  of  greed  and  selfishness,  of  bloodshed 
and  carnage  that  has  left  the  world  in  chaos  and 
now  fills  the  eyes  of  humanity  with  the  tears  of 
sorrow? 

But  God  does  not  long  leave  you  in  doubt.  The 
next  words  of  Joshua  are,  "Sanctify  yourselves: 
for  tomorrow  the  Lord  will  do  wonders  among 
you." 

In  our  great  hope  and  joy  when  we  hear  these 
words  of  promise,  "tomorrow  God  will  do  wonders 
among  you,"  let  us  not  forget  that  preceding  this 
promise  is  an  admonition  asking  us  to  sanctify 
ourselves.    The  wonders  of  tomorrow  are  only  pos- 


sible as  a  result  of  the  sanctifying  of  today.  A 
famous  French  painter  always  paints  the  sky  first, 
and  then  places  the  figures  in  his  picture.  Let  us 
begin  our  year  of  1942  with  first  a  look  toward  the 
sky.  Someone  has  well  said  that  when  the  out- 
look is  dark,  take  an  uplook.  The  great  need  in  all 
planning  for  the  new  year  is  the  taking  of  God 
into  our  planning.  I  hear  a  great  deal  about  how 
we  shall  go  in  this  1942,  but  very  little  on  our 
looking  to  the  Lord  of  Life  to  lead  the  way.  Of 
Jesus  it  was  one  time  said  that  he  could  do  no  great 
works  among  them  because  of  their  unbelief;  so 
let  me  assure  you  that  if  God  does  no  great  thing 
for  us  in  this  new  year  it  will  be  because  of  our 
unbelief. 

As  another  element  in  our  sanctifying,  I  would 
invite  America  to  an  altar  of  repentance.  Surely 
pride,  avarice,  pleasure  and  selfishness  have  held 
sway  over  too  large  a  part  of  our  lives.  God  will 
only  be  able  to  do  great  things  for  us  when  we 
confess  our  sins  and  turn  to  him  for  guidance.  God 
told  Solomon  in  the  midst  of  his  prosperity,  "If  my 
people,  who  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble 
themselves  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I  hear  them 
from  heaven  and  will  forgive  them  their  sin  and 
will  heal  their  land." 

Our  task  for  1942  indeed  seems  great,  and  es- 
pecially with  the  world  bathed  in  blood,  with  one 
nation  after  another  disorganized,  with  selfish  and 
ungodly  leaders  holding  control  of  so  large  a  part 
of  the  civilized  world  and  those  loving  liberty, 
and  justice  and  godliness  seemingly  so  helpless. 
Shall  we  not  turn  to  God  for  leadership  and  help? 
Paganini,  the  great  violinist,  one  day  stood  before 
a  great  audience  to  play.  But  one  string  after  an- 
other broke  until  only  one  remained.  The  audi- 
ence was  dumbfounded  and  soon  began  to  hiss 
because  of  their  disappointment  in  that  they  would 
not  be  able  to  hear  the  master  play.  But  he  held 
up  his  broken  violin  and  shouted,  "One  string  and 
Paganini."  Then  he  played  until  they  held  their 
breath  in  wonderment  and  admiration.  Yes,  to- 
day it  is  broken  humanity  standing  before  the 
world  of  1942.  But  that  humanity  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Master,  even  Jesus  Christ,  the  living  Re- 
deemer, who  said,  "I  will  not  forsake  you;  I  will 
come  unto  you."  Therefore,  even  though  you  have 
not  passed  this  way  before,  sanctify  yourselves, 
for  tomorrow  our  God  will  do  wonders  among  you. 

For  if  we  go  humbly  and  courageously  forth  to 
the  tasks  of  the  new  year,  endeavoring  to  set  at 
liberty  the  fettered  world,  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted and  to  build  anew  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
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the  dark  clouds  will  flee  and  truth  and  righteous- 
ness come  forth.  Once  again  justice  and  mercy 
will  reign  among  men,  despair  turn  to  a  new  hope, 
and  weeping  give  way  to  singing.  Let  us  build  on 
the  wreckage  of  1941  the  kingdom  of  God  for  to- 
morrow, and  the  ages  to  come  will  pause  in  admi- 
ration, too,  before  the  wonders  he  has  wrought 
through  you. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


The  Call  of  God 

(Isa.  6:1-9) 
BY   ELGIN   S.    MOYER 

Part  I — The  Vision 


"In  the  year  that  King  Uzziah  died  I  saw  also  the 
Lord  sitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and 
his  train  filled  the  temple.  Above  him  stood  the 
seraphim:  each  one  had  six  wings;  with  twain  he 
covered  his  face,  and  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet, 
and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  an- 
other, and  said,  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of 
hosts:  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory.  And  the 
posts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice  of  him  that 
cried,  and  the  house  was  filled  with  smoke"  (Isa.  6: 
1-4). 

Isaiah,  one  of  the  great  saints  of  the  ages, 
leaves  for  us  a  record  of  his  soul-stirring  expe- 
rience with  his  God.  Prior  to  this  experience  there 
was  a  godly  life,  a  soul  reaching  out  more  and 
more  toward  God.  This  vision  was  likely  pre- 
ceded by  months,  perhaps  years,  of  waiting  upon 
God  and  searching  to  know  more  fully  the  mind  of 
God.  Through  this  faithful  search  for  the  fullness 
of  God's  grace,  it  became  possible  for  God  thus 
to  manifest  himself  and  to  come  close  to  the  heart 
of  Isaiah. 

In  Isaiah's  time,  as  well  as  today,  God's  finding 
his  man  is  conditioned  upon  man's  search  for  God. 
For  God  does  not  coerce.  While  he  seeks  men  for 
himself,  he  really  finds  only  those  who  respond 
with  a  heart  hunger  for  him. 

It  was  possible  for  God  to  appear  to  Isaiah  in 
such  a  convincing  and  challenging  manner,  be- 
cause that  grand  old  saint  in  looking  for  God  had 
his  eyes  trained  to  see  God,  and  his  ears  tuned  to 
hear  him.  Isaiah  had  learned  the  importance  of 
love  and  obedience  to  his  God,  a  lesson  so  impor- 
tant for  every  saint  to  learn.  He  was  living  a 
yielded  and  God-centered  life,  the  necessary  con- 
dition for  a  perfect  walk  with  God. 

When  God  manifested  himself  Isaiah  saw  the 
divine  glory,  but  he  comprehended  more;  he  saw 
the  righteousness  and  holiness  of  God.  All 
through  the  ages  God  has  been  eagerly  waiting  to 
reveal  both  his  glory  and  his  holiness  to  his  people. 
Great  blessing  has  always  come  to  those  who  have 


been  ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  his  glory  and 
holiness,  and  to  accept  the  fullness  of  this  abun- 
dant life. 

Remember,  God  is  seeking  us  and  waiting  to 
give  us  a  manifestation  of  himself;  but  our  seeing 
him  with  a  clear  vision  depends  upon  our  perfect, 
wholehearted  response  in  full  obedience  and 
complete  yielding  to  him.  What  does  he  require 
of  us?  It  is  this:  "Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy  strength." 
This  is  indeed  a  high  ideal,  but  not  too  high  to 
attain.  It  is  the  standard  of  holy  living.  It  is 
what  God  requires  of  us  if  we  are  to  see  him  and 
to  dwell  with  him  in  holiness.  He  does  not  re- 
quire impossibilities  of  us.  When  he  makes  a  re- 
quirement he  also  provides  the  way  to  meet  it- 
through  our  blessed  Lord  the  way  is  provided. 

He  knows  that  we  cannot  give  him  much,  but 
he  does  expect  our  all.  We  cannot  do  much,  but 
he  does  expect  our  complete  yielding.  He  looks 
down  upon  us,  but  we  must  look  up  and  meet  his 
gaze.  He  reaches  down,  but  we  must  reach  up  and 
grasp  his  hand.  He  comes  to  us,  but  we  must  step 
out  to  meet  him  and  follow  him.    Yes,  he  will  re- 


A  Prayer 

BY  CALEB  W.  BUCHER 

This  prayer  was  written  during  a  concert  given  in  the  Lan- 
caster church.  The  male  quartet  of  that  church  inspired  it  and  I 
am  presenting  it  as  a  complement  to  Dorothy  Garst  Murray's  ar- 
ticle entitled  One  Note  at  a  Time.  See  the  Gospel  Messenger 
for  Nov.  15,  1941. 

Our  Father — 

Thou  great  conductor  of  the  symphony  of  life, 

We  see  thee  as  the  Maestro  of  this  ethereal  music. 


We  follow  thy  direction. 
Keep  thy  baton  ever  before  us. 
Keep  us  in  tune  with  thee. 
May  our  timing  be  true. 

Even  as  we  play  the  little  parts  in  thy  symphony 
may  we  be  faithful. 

May  we  live  thy  symphony  in  close  harmony,  with- 
out discord,  with  one  another. 

Even  the  difficult  scores,  with  the  sharps  of  pain  and 
sorrow  and  the  flats  of  difficult  duty  and  monotony, 
may  we  render  true  to  pitch  as  thou  art  directing 
us. 

May  the  rests  be  to  us  the  periods  of  quietude  that 
we  need  before  the  rendition  of  magnificent  music 
that  shall  bring  joy  and  cheer  into  the  pattern  of 
life. 

Even  when  life  leads  us  into  the  minor  key,  may  we- 
follow  thy  direction, 

Keep   the   plaintive   music   sweet   and   the   melody- 
clear.    Amen. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
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veal  himself  to  us  as  he  did  to  Isaiah  if  we  are  will- 
ing to  shut  our  eyes  to  self,  and  to  open  our  eyes 
and  hearts  to  behold  and  to  comprehend  his  glory 
and  his  holiness. 
Oak  Park,  111. 


The  Challenge  to  Ministers 

BY   LEANDER    SMITH 

The  world  of  today  faces  a  most  serious  crisis. 
Now  that  sounds  sonorous,  oratorical,  and  pre- 
tentious, doesn't  it?  Somebody  has  been  telling 
the  people  just  such  things  all  through  the  years. 
They  will  be  telling  the  rank  and  file  such  things 
during  the  years  that  lie  ahead.  And  if  such  is 
true  why  not  tell  it? 

The  fact  is,  high-powered  automobiles,  radio  sta- 
tions, airplanes,  methods  of  quick  and  speedy 
travel,  and  communication  in  every  realm  have 
changed  our  habitat  and  made  a  kind  of  familylike 
atmosphere  in  which  we  may  all  live  and  work 
out  our  common  problems.  There  are  many  things 
troubling  the  world  today.  To  merely  list  them 
would  require  pages  of  space  but  chief  among 
them  all  are  two:    worldliness  and  indifference. 

Pause  a  moment  and  think  of  the  age  spirit  and 
its  grip  upon  humanity.  How  do  our  movies  com- 
pare with  our  prayer  meetings  in  simple  matter 
of  attendance?  If  a  Sunday  school  is  at  work  in 
a  given  community  how  would  its  attendance  com- 
pare with  the  attendance  at  the  local  swimming 
pool  for  the  day?  Or  with  the  baseball  attendance 
Sunday  afternoon,  or  the  pure  joyriders?  How 
would  Sunday  evening  bridge  compare  with  the 
evening  church  attendance?  Of  course  mere 
church  attendance  is  not  evidence  of  simon-pure- 
genuine-unadulterated  Christianity.  But  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  those  who  attend  our  church  services 
are  the  only  ones  who  adequately  support  the 
church  work. 

Materialism  has  a  stranglehold  upon  modern 
life.  Questions  too  frequently  asked  are:  "How 
much  can  I  get  out  of  it?"  "Is  it  really  worth 
while?"  This  worldliness  is  hurting  our  church 
life.  Someone  recently  said  that  the  spirit  has 
permeated  even  our  Sunday-school  classes  and 
that  the  members  go  around  backslapping,  calling 
members  by  their  given  names  and  after  the  class 
period  going  home,  perhaps  off  on  a  pleasure  trip, 
forgetting  all  about  the  actual  support  of  a  worthy 
church  program.  If  there  is  too  much  truth  in  the 
statement,  even  though  critical,  let's  profit  by  it 
and  change  our  course,  provided  we  are  headed  in 
the  wrong  direction. 

Indifference  trails  along  in  the  wake  of  worldli- 
ness, or  doesn't  it  run  as  an  advance  agent?  Is  it 
nothing  to  you  who  are  responsible  for  the  pro- 


gress of  the  kingdom  that  more  than  fifty  per  cent 
of  our  citizens  are  not  even  enrolled  as  attendants 
upon  our  Sunday-school  registers?  Is  it  a  matter 
of  little  interest  to  see  the  world  staggering  under 
such  a  load  of  vice  and  immorality?  Does  it  ma- 
terially affect  our  church  life  to  know  that  more 
than  thirty  per  cent  of  our  actual  enrolled  mem- 
bers never  attend  or  contribute  to  the  support  of 
their  churches?  Who  lies  awake  at  night  and  wor- 
ries over  the  fact  that  very  little  missionary  money 
is  collected  from  many  of  our  churches?  Many  of 
our  churches  have  on  their  rolls  a  long  list  of 
names  of  those  who  are  utterly  unknown.  There 
are  church  covenants  galore  but  whoever  these 
days  pays  very  much  attention  to  them? 

Who  today  among  our  Christians  actually  be- 
lieves that  it  is  as  much  the  member's  duty  to  sup- 
port the  cause  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  minister  to 
carry  on  for  the  Lord? 

God's  unchangeable  covenant  of  mercy  with  his 
church  makes  the  destruction  of  her  false  members 
certain.  He  prepares  the  wheat  for  his  garner  by 
separating  the  chaff  from  it,  and  burning  it  with 
fire  unquenchable  (Luke  3: 17) .  It  surely  is  about 
time  that  indifference  should  be  routed  and  all 
Christians  be  doing  their  best  to  chase  unconcern 
and  worldliness  out  of  our  land  and  put  in  their 
places  a  healthy  spirituality  and  keen  interest  in 
the  kingdom  business.  "Awake  to  righteousness, 
and  sin  not,  for  some  have  not  the  knowledge  of 
God"  (1  Cor.  15:34). 

Springdale,  Ark. 


John  19:41 

BY  I.   N.   H.   BEAHM 

It  seems  the  above  is  our  present  year  date.  It 
sounds  so  familiar  now  as  this  blessed  year  of  our 
Lord  is  nearing  its  end. 

The  reader  will  notice  how  the  sacred  and 
solemn  verse  is  worded:  "Now  in  the  place  where 
he  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden;  and  in  the 
garden  a  new  sepulchre,  wherein  was  never  man 
yet  laid." 

A  few  observations  may  prove  helpful. 

1.  The  place  was  beautiful. 

2.  The  crucifixion  was  a  great,  certain,  central 
fact  in  our  blessed  Christianity. 

3.  The  fact  was  superb  and  supreme  to  satisfy 
God's  infinite  justice.  The  earth  shrieked  and 
shuddered.  The  sun  was  blackened.  The  veil  of 
the  temple  was  torn  asunder.  The  holy  of  holies 
was  opened. 

4.  Jesus  was  condemned  and  left  hanging  and 
suffering  and  forsaken.  The  Lamb  of  God  was 
slain. 

5.  The  new  and  wealthy  tomb  was  ready  and 
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yawning  for  the  body  of  him  who  "spake  as  never 
man  spake." 

6.  A  jealous  and  revengeful  priesthood  secured 
the  sentence  of  death  from  a  cowardly  governor. 
Roman  soldiers,  innocent  of  the  crime,  drove  the 
cruel  nails. 

7.  A  potent  life  was  lost.  A  sinful  world  was 
saved.  Satan  was  avenged  from  the  wicked  priest- 
hood angle.  Infinite  justice  is  avenged  from  the 
divine  angle.  The  law  was  mastered  and  nullified 
for  the  believer  and  the  innocent. 

Well  might  the  sun  in  darkness  hide, 

And  shut  his  glories  in 
When  God's  own  Son,  the  mighty  Maker  died 

For  man  the  creature's  sin. 

What  shall  be  our  response?  Let  us  hearken  to 
Rom.  12:1,  2.  "I  beseech  you  therefore,  brethren, 
by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your  bodies 
a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which 
is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not  conformed 
to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  re- 
newing of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of 
God." 

Nokesville,  Va. 


What  We  as  Lay  Members  Owe 
to  the  Church 

BY  BEULAH  WEBER 

We  as  lay  members  owe  it  to  our  church  to  lift 
the  clouds  that  hang  over  it.  For  a  church  to 
work  effectively  there  must  be  co-operation.  Jesus 
began  with  twelve  men,  and  through  their  co- 
operation developed  the  vast  Christian  program 
that  has  stood  the  test  and  strain  for  about  twenty 
centuries. 

We  owe  it  to  our  church  to  co-operate  with  other 
members;  to  carry  our  share  of  the  load;  to  take 
responsibility  and  blame  when  things  go  wrong. 

We  must  use  our  talents.  If  they  lie  in  the  realm 
of  teaching  a  Sunday-school  class,  we  should  be 
willing  to  put  forth  our  utmost  ability  and  to  teach 
that  class  so  as  to  fire  its  members  with  an  inner 
power  that  is  a  strong  foundation  to  them  as  long 
as  they  live.  Those  who  are  musically  inclined 
have  the  opportunity  to  make  religion  rise  to 
mystic  beauty  and  bring  God  closer  to  every 
heart  in  the  congregation.  Those  who  have  quali- 
ties of  leadership  must  feel  the  responsibility  given 
to  them.  All  of  us  must  be  willing  to  do  what  we 
can.  And  above  all,  one  should  not  belong  to  that 
do-nothing  group  who  sit  on  the  sidelines  discour- 
aging others  by  their  unjust  criticism.  Have  you 
ever  noticed  that  those  who  complain  the  most  do 
the  least? 


Every  church  member  owes  to  his  minister  his 
wholehearted  support.  The  minister  is  the  leader, 
but  he  cannot  lead  if  we  refuse  to  follow.  The 
church  is  just  as  good  as  the  people  make  it.  For 
some  strange  reason  there  is  a  tendency  to  blame 
the  minister  for  everything  that  goes  wrong — from 
the  youngsters  getting  home  two  jumps  ahead  of 
the  milkman  to  the  church  not  being  able  to  meet 
its  budget.  Those  individuals  whose  steady  diet 
consists  of  faultfinding  often  place  the  minister's 
family  first  on  the  list.  How  the  minister's  wife 
should  dress  and  how  she  should  rear  her  children 
are  too  often  favorite  topics  over  party  telephone 
lines.  It  takes  the  patience  of  the  angels  to  smile 
in  the  face  of  such  criticisms,  yet  that  is  exactly 
what  some  expect  the  minister  to  do. 

If  the  congregation  wants  to  hear  good  sermons 
— and  most  congregations  do — it  might  be  well  for 
us  to  keep  our  noses  from  behind  the  Sunday- 
school  papers,  refrain  from  taking  naps,  and,  inci- 
dentally, save  our  choice  bits  of  news  till  after 
church.  No  matter  how  good  the  speaker,  he  can- 
not talk  enthusiastically  to  the  mentally  asleep. 

We  owe  it  to  our  church  to  give  of  our  material 
wealth,  for  any  organization  must  have  money  to 
do  its  work.  Nothing  so  shrivels  one's  personality, 
alienates  all  friendship,  and  damages  the  character 
as  for  the  love  of  money  to  become  the  dominating 
factor  in  life.  The  selfish  become  spiritually  bank- 
rupt. 

We  owe  it  to  our  church  to  be  regular  in  at- 
tendance. If  we  do  not  come  to  church  it  will  not 
grow.  Instead,  it  will  decrease.  As  the  churches 
decrease  the  pool  rooms,  beer  parlors,  night  clubs 
and  other  hangouts  boom! 

There  are  many  excuses  offered  for  irregular 
church  attendance.  Some  say  that  they  have  lost 
interest,  that  other  places  offer  more  attraction. 
Others  turn  off  the  alarm,  roll  over  and  go  back  to 
sleep.    Some  go  visiting.    Others  have  work  to  do. 

Then  there  are  some  folks  who  profess  to  be 
good  Christians,  and  who  even  say  Amen  when 
they  are  supposed  to,  who  believe  that  their  ideas 
on  church  management  are  far  better  than  those 
of  any  one  else.  When  new  business  arises  they 
appoint  themselves  as  unwelcome  and  unsolicited 
committees  of  one  to  see  that  all  their  plans  are 
carried  through.  Alas!  sometimes  two  such  persons 
have  conflicting  ideas — and  bang,  the  argument  is 
on!  The  next  Sunday  there  may  be  an  empty 
seat  because  one  did  not  get  his  way.  The  selfish- 
ness of  opinion  is  as  bad  as  the  selfishness  of  mate- 
rial things. 

Then  there  are  others  who  have  devoted  their 
lives  to  talking  of  brotherly  love  who  fail  to  cast 
their  shadows  on  the  church.     Why?     They  are 
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angry  at  the  minister  or  some  other  church  mem- 
ber. Yet  they  say  they  are  Christian.  They  pray: 
1  "Forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  who 
trespass  against  us."  Yet  they  are  not  forgiven. 
"For  if  you  forgive  men  not  their  trespasses, 
neither  will  your  Father  forgive  your  trespasses." 

We  owe  it  to  our  church  to  carry  its  uplifting  in- 
fluence into  the  community.  Strangely  many  of 
us  feel  that  going  to  Sunday  school  and  church  is 
all  the  requirement  of  a  good  faithful  Christian. 
In  reality  these  qualities  are  only  the  beginning. 
We  must  do  service. 

The  most  of  us  feel  that  we  have  far  too  much 
trouble  to  think  about  lightening  the  load  of 
others.  We  wallow  in  the  tears  of  self-pity  be- 
cause we  were  not  invited  to  the  Smiths'  party;  or 
the  price  of  milk  has  gone  up;  or  because  bugs  are 
in  the  spinach.  We  make  these  molehills  into 
mountains,  yet  we  make  molehills  out  of  the  moun- 
tains of  grief  to  be  found  in  war-stricken  lands. 
Here  women  and  children  are  merely  existing, 
with  insufficient  food  and  shelter,  never  knowing 
when  their  end  will  come.  Men  and  boys  watch 
one  by  one  as  their  buddies  fall  to  the  ground. 
They  have  orders  to  shoot  to  kill,  knowing  full  well 
that  the  shots  they  fire  add  to  that  fast  growing 
list  of  widows  and  orphans.  These  soldiers  must 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives  be  haunted  with 
the  sight  of  war.  Perhaps  they  even  wish  they 
themselves  had  been  killed.  These  things  are  hap- 
pening abroad  while  we  worry  about  the  price  of 
milk  going  up. 

We  need  not  go  out  of  our  good  United  States  to 
find  untold  grief  and  suffering  and  life  in  the 
lowest  depths.  Robberies,  murders  and  kidnap- 
pings make  everyday  headlines  in  our  daily  papers. 
We  have  city  slums  that  breed  poverty  and  disease. 
We  have  not  hundreds,  not  thousands,  but  millions 
of  homeless  children  roaming  around  like  so  many 
hungry  little  animals.  There  is  no  one  to  feed  and 
clothe  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the  love  and  spirit- 
ual guidance  they  so  sorely  need.  Conditions  like 
these  continue  to  exist  in  our  country  while  we 
worry  about  the  Smiths'  party.  Small  wonder  the 
church  has  enemies  who  think  of  such  clever  slurs 
about  religion  when  horrible  conditions  are  all 
around  us  and  we  do  so  little  about  them. 
Churches  talk  too  much  and  do  too  little.  "Be  not 
overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good" 
(Rom.  12:21). 

One  need  not  step  outside  his  community,  or 
even  his  own  home,  to  radiate  joy  and  encourage- 
ment that  is  priceless.  We  can  give  sincere  words 
of  praise  and  encouragement  that  will  sing  in 
memories  for  years  to  come.  We  can  write  a  letter 
or  make  another  call.    If  we  are  so  selfish  that  we 


refuse  to  give  a  little  happiness,  our  souls  are  as 
bitter  as  green  persimmons.  Let  us  all  take  a  cue 
from  Peter,  who  said,  "Silver  and  gold  have  I  none, 
but  such  as  I  have  I  give  thee." 

We  owe  it  to  our  church  to  have  good  character. 
The  drunkard  in  the  gutter  is  not  a  good  advertise- 
ment for  the  church,  for  religion  cannot  be  pre- 
served in  alcohol.  Neither  does  the  gambler,  the 
cheater,  the  untruthful,  the  jealous,  or  the  easily 
offended  offer  a  favorable  impression  to  outsiders. 
Some  people  seem  to  take  off  their  religion  with 
their  Sunday  clothes.  It  is  not  the  enemies  out- 
side the  church  who  cause  the  church  to  fall,  but 
the  enemies  on  the  inside. 

The  church  depends  on  many  things,  but  most 
of  all  upon  the  people  in  it.  Each  person  has  an  in- 
fluence. The  imprint  is  left  there  for  the  world 
to  see.  Belonging  to  a  church  should  be  a  chal- 
lenge— a  challenge  to  make  it  the  best  among  all 
the  institutions  of  the  land.  What  would  the 
church  be  like  if  every  member  was  just  like  you? 

Independence,  Kans. 


After  a  Very  Personal  Inquiry 

BY  KURTIS  NAYLOR 

The  human  voice  came  over  the  ether  waves  not 
in  melodious  song  or  as  a  challenging  impact  to 
my  mind.  It  came  as  a  dead  weight  falling  on  my 
heart.    Japan  has  declared  war. 

My  first  impulse  was  to  ask  why.  Why  has 
Japan  impressed  on  us  this  atrocity  of  unwar- 
ranted aggression?  Why  have  our  leaders  led  us 
into  such  a  mess?  Why  are  people  so  gullible  and 
so  selfish  that  they  boldly  clamor  for  the  lives  of 
other  men?  Why  does  fear  for  our  own  security 
and  the  heroism  in  defense  of  ourselves  command 
our  loyalties  above  even  that  of  love  for  our  fel- 
low men? 

Then  it  seemed  to  me  as  I  sat  in  my  state  of  con- 
demnation of  others  that  I  heard  the  challenging 
crow  of  a  rooster.  "Dear  God,  have  I  denied  my 
Christ?    Am  I  partly  to  blame  and  responsible?" 

There  wells  in  on  me  the  many  times  that  I  have 
been  self-seeking  when  I  might  have  served  oth- 
ers. I  realize  that  I  have  been  impulsive  when 
compassion  would  have  aided  those  around  me.  I 
have  indulged  in  self-pity  for  lack  of  ease  and  lux- 
uries, while  other  men  have  died  for  want  of 
necessities.  I  have  been  critical  instead  of  appre- 
ciative and  willing  to  boost.  I  have  sought  to 
selfishly  save  my  own  life  and  denied  the  cross. 

God,  forgive  me  for  my  feebleness  of  effort,  self- 
ishness of  service,  lack  of  vision,  and  unwilling- 
ness to  live  and  seek  the  full  extent  of  thy  way  of 
life.    I  pray  for  mercy.    Give  me  conviction  of  my 
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responsibility.  Immerse  me  in  humility  until  I 
can  feel  thy  kinship  with  all  men.  Create  in  me 
saneness  when  all  around  me  are  going  mad. 
Make  me  unwilling  to  judge  the  right  of  any  man 
to  live.  Fill  me  with  love  so  tender  that  I  see  the 
suffering  of  others.  I  humbly  beseech  thee  for  vi- 
sion that  goes  beyond  the  confines  of  my  own  hor- 
izons. Strengthen  my  faith  and  enable  me  to  rise 
above  my  doubts  to  trust  in  thee.  Enable  me  to 
grow  in  the  realization  of  my  guilt  until  I  humbly 
pray,  "Father,  be  merciful  unto  me  a  sinner." 
Camp  Lagro. 


And  the  Stars  Shone  Down 

BY  DESMOND  W.  BITTINGER 

It  was  Christmas  night  in  Bethlehem. 

But  a  world  that  had  been  waiting  long  for 
Christmas  did  not  know  that  Christmas  had  come. 
The  bite  of  wintry  air  drove  the  hill  shepherds 
close  to  their  fires,  and  the  street  loiterers  into 
taverns.  In  the  city,  all  was  confusion;  of  good 
will  there  was  none.  Stalwart  citizens  of  Judea, 
and  of  the  provinces,  were  in  Bethlehem  to  be 
taxed  and  the  taxes  were  to  be  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequers of  a  ruthless,  relentless,  foreign,  impe- 
rial power.  This  was  a  night  of  bitterness,  of  muted 
beard  mutterings,  of  stifled  discontent. 

But  the  stars  shone  down. 

The  stars  saw  what  the  beard-mutterers  did  not 
see;  they  saw  what  an  imperial  government  did 
not  see.  And  they  twinkled  and  smiled.  It  is  not 
difficult  for  earth  to  give  birth  to  a  problem  maker. 
It  is  easy  for  society  to  give  rise  to  movements  that 
add  but  new  perplexities  to  a  perplexed  world. 
But  it  requires  a  combined  effort  of  earth  and 
heaven  to  give  birth  to  a  Problem  Solver,  one  ca- 
pable of  pointing  pathways  through  complexities 
and  obscurities.  In  a  stable  was  such  a  one,  a 
Problem  Solver,  born  to  help  solve  the  problems 
of  men  and  of  men's  collective  organizations  called 
nations  and  races. 

So  the  angels  came  out  from  behind  the  stars 
and  together  sang  the  first  principle  of  the  Prob- 
lem Solver's  creed:  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  to  men!" 

The  years  have  gone  on  as  years  always  do.  The 
imperial  nation  is  no  more.  Its  problems,  en- 
hanced, are  still  with  us,  because  we  killed  the 
Problem  Solver  and  rejected  many  of  his  sugges- 
tions. This  Christmas  night,  1941,  the  world  is 
discouraged  and  belligerent.  Many  are  hungry, 
and  cold,  and  tired,  and  afraid. 

But  the  stars  shine  on,  and  behind  the  stars  still 
lives  the  Problem  Solver.  He  is  not  as  discour- 
aged as  we;  for,  worked  out  on  his  principles,  this 


is  what  he  sees  somewhere  in  the  future  years — 

(a)  World  Co-operation  —  "In  my  kingdom,, 
peace  on  earth,  good  will  among  men." 

Defense  and  enemy  will  lose  their  significance; 
brother  will  take  on  new  meaning. 

(b)  Equality  Among  Races — "In  my  kingdom, 
they  are  neither  Greek  nor  barbarian,  Jew  nor 
gentile." 

The  so-called  inferior  races  will  be  given  equal 
opportunity  with  the  superior  races. 

(c)  Equality  Among  Sexes — "In  my  kingdom,, 
they  are  neither  male  nor  female." 

Equality  of  opportunity  to  serve;  equality  of  re- 
muneration for  service. 

(d)  Economic  Equalization — "In  my  kingdom,, 
let  him  who  has,  give." 

No  more  will  the  migrant  be  hitting  the  road, 
begging  for  work  and  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
home. 

(e)  Political  S el j -Determination — "In  my  king- 
dom, there  are  no  longer  bond  and  free." 

Lands  in  custody — Africa,  India,  Denmark,  Nor- 
way— given  back  to  their  rightful  peoples. 

(f)  Service,  Not  Profit,  the  Aim  of  Living — "In 
my  kingdom,  let  him  who  would  be  greatest  be  the 
greatest  servant." 

In  this  new  world  the  stars  will  shine  every  day 
— not  only  on  Christmas  Day. 
McPherson,  Kans. 


Prayer  at  Evening 

BY    ORA    W.    GARBER 

My  little  son  is  snugly  tucked  in  bed, 

His  eyelids  tightly  closed  in  restful  sleep. 

Two  gingham  elephants  lie  near  his  head, 

As  if  a  faithful  night-time  watch  they'd  keep. 

No  guard  is  needed,  for  no  foe  is  near; 

In  this  our  peaceful  land  there's  nought  to  fear- 

My  thoughts  go  out  to  people  overseas 
In  lands  where  night  is  past  or  nearly  spent. 
What  has  the  nightly  bombing  done  to  these 
Who,  like  my  child,  are  wholly  innocent, 
But  whom  the  best  defenses  men  devise 
Cannot  protect  from  danger  from  the  skies?' 

Within  my  heart  wells  up  a  silent  prayer — 
Of  gratitude  for  peaceful  nights  and  days; 
Of  penitence  that  I  too  have  a  share 
Through  human  ties  in  mankind's  brutal  waysr 
For  mercy  on  the  souls  of  those  whose  guilt 
Has  caused  the  nations'  lifeblood  to  be  spilt  .  .  _ 

For  calm  of  soul  to  meet  whate'er  may  be; 
For  calm  of  heart  that  it  be  kept  from  hate; 
For  calm  of  mind  my  rightful  course  to  see; 
For  calm  of  spirit  patiently  to  wait; 
Then  deep  resolve  that  since  my  best  I'd  give- 
I  must  not  merely  talk,  but  also  live. 
Elgin,  III. 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 
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BY  ARCHER  WALLACE 

Men  have  always  loved  to  speak  or  write  of  life 
as  a  journey.  It  is  an  apt  metaphor,  especially 
dear  to  those  who  ponder  much  on  the  unevenness 
of  the  way  and  are  ofttimes  wearied  with  the  jour- 
ney. Among  the  best  gifts  of  a  good  God  are  what 
someone  calls  "the  angels  of  our  pilgrimage": 
those  who,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  have  dulled 
for  us  the  keen  edge  of  sorrow  and  have  made 
life's  joys  richer  because  they  shared  them  with 
us. 

One  who  had  suffered  many  reverses  wrote  that, 
great  as  these  setbacks  had  been,  they  were  com- 
pensated for  by  the  revealing  of  so  many  disinter- 
ested friendships.  "When  you  have  neither  money 
nor  hospitality,  nor  time,  nor  service  of  any  kind 
to  offer  your  friends,  when  all  the  favors  and  ad- 
vantages are  on  their  side,  you  are  sure  of  pure, 
unalloyed,  genuine  affection.  ...  It  was  when  I 
was  very  poor,  and  badly  dressed,  tired  and  often 
sad,  that  dear  friends  came  to  me  and  became  part 
of  my  life." 

When  that  strange  poetic  genius,  Francis 
Thompson,  lived  his  unusual  life  in  London,  he 
formed  a  friendship  with  a  woman,  the  story  of 
whose  disinterested  devotion  to  him  is  tender  and 
pathetic.  He  became  so  reduced  in  circumstances 
that  he  often  slept  in  arches  or  huddled  on  a  bench 
by  the  Thames  River.  What  he  saw  and  heard 
made  him  heartsick  yet  he  did  not  have  it  in  him 
to  despise  even  those  whose  obscenity  of  language 
or  thought  disgusted  him.  Sometimes  he  invested 
in  matches  that  brought  him  a  little  return  from 
his  money  and  he  was  glad  to  hold  a  horse's  head 
for  a  few  coppers. 

It  was  then  that  there  came  to  him  an  angel  of 
his  pilgrimage.  She  was  like  himself,  one  of  the 
poorest  of  the  poor — driftwood  hurried  along  by 
the  stream.  She  knew  the  world  better  than  the 
poet  did,  especially  its  more  sinister  side,  but  al- 
though she  was  without  his  culture  and  spiritual 
insight,  she  sensed  his  terrific  loneliness  and  real- 
ized how  unfitted  was  his  supersensitive  soul  for 
the  rough  places  of  the  journey.  She  gave  him 
such  pure  friendship  as  she  had  probably  never 
given  anyone  before;  nursed  him  in  his  sickness 
and  cheered  him  in  hours  of  loneliness.  When 
better  days  came  for  him  she  passed  out  of  his  life 
and  although  he  sought  for  her  everywhere  he 
could  think  of,  he  never  saw  her  again. 

Many  people  owe  much  of  their  fortitude  and 
courage,  to  say  nothing  of  their  achievements  in 
life,  to  the  affection  of  those  who  have  deeply 
loved   them.     In   a   charming  biography   of   her 


mother,  Eve  Curie  suggests  that  Madam  Curie 
proved  her  greatness  not  only  by  her  discovery  of 
radium,  but  also  by  awakening  such  pure  love  as 
she  did  in  the  soul  of  her  husband.  After  quoting 
from  a  lovely  letter  of  her  father,  Pierre  Curie,  to 
Madam  Curie,  the  daughter  writes:  "Would  it  not 
in  itself  be  a  splendid  title  to  fame,  to  have  in- 
spired such  letters?"  It  is  a  great  thing  to  awaken 
the  best  there  is  in  anyone;  it  is  equally  great  to 
give  them  courage  and  reasonable  self-assurance. 
That  was  a  fine  acknowledgment:  "I  love  you, 
not  only  for  what  you  are,  but  for  what  I  am  when 
I  am  with  you." 

The  angels  of  life's  pilgrimage  are  not  of  any  one 
class;  sometimes  it  is  a  husband  or  wife,  a  child  or 
parent,  or  one  of  many  other  relationships.  Think, 
for  instance,  of  that  remarkable  journalist,  George 
Augustus  Sala,  and  of  his  utter  loneliness,  almost 
of  despair,  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  A  biogra- 
pher writes:  "He  was  never  the  same  after  her 
death.  ...  At  a  little  tea  party  given  after  he  be- 
came a  widower,  his  friends  discovered  a  little 
case  close  to  his  writing  table,  where  by  turning 
he  could  see  his  wife's  thimble  and  needles  and 
threads;  keys,  scissors,  watch  and  purse — all  the 
small  intimate  things  of  her  daily  life.  .  .  .  With- 
out fully  realizing  it  he  had  leaned  heavily  upon 
her  strong  common  sense  and  judgment,  and  he 
was  never  to  find  rest  and  peace  without  her." 

Sometimes  the  cherished  companion  has  been  a 
brother  or  a  sister.  The  evangelist,  John  Wesley, 
was  not  given  to  outward  manifestations  of  emo- 
tionalism. There  are  evidences  that  he  possessed 
extraordinary  self-reserve,  a  reserve  which  in- 
creased as  he  became  older.    When  in  1788  news 


The  Christian  Faith 

BY  WM.  MUSSELMAN 

If  one  believes  the  Christian  faith, 
And  would  enjoy  the  Savior's  grace, 
His  faith  in  Christ  he'd  never  yield. 
His  Christian  faith  his  only  shield, 
He  would  not  fight  with  fire  and  sword 
For  unbelieving  worldly  lords; 
His  only  weapons,  faith  and  love, 
Would  bring  their  blessings  from  above. 

He  would  not  say  that  might  is  right; 
'Twas  might  that  had  Christ  crucified. 
As  long  as  might  rules  all  the  world 
The  Christian  banner  rests  unfurled; 
And  those  who  arm,  and  pray  for  peace 
While  kneeling  down  upon  their  knees, 
Would  better  lay  their  arms  aside 
And  follow  him  they  crucified. 
Quakertown,  Pa. 
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reached  him  that  his  brother  Charles  had  died, 
Wesley  was  traveling  in  the  north  of  England.  For 
the  first  time  in  his  life  he  appeared  bewildered 
and  almost  crushed.  Angry  mobs  had  failed  to 
break  his  spirit,  but  this  loss — how  could  he  bear 
it? 

A  vast  congregation  assembled  to  hear  him 
preach  at  Bolton  in  Lancashire.  It  was  evident  he 
was  under  a  heavy  strain.  The  congregation  sang; 
he  led  in  prayer;  they  were  to  sing  again.  With 
trembling  hands  he  turned  the  leaves  of  the 
hymnbook.  He  found  the  hymn;  it  was  one  of  his 
brother's — 

Come,  O  thou  Traveler  unknown, 
Whom  still  I  hold  but  cannot  see! 
My  company  before  is  gone, 
And  I  am  left  alone  with  thee. 

He  could  not  continue.  He  sank  down  on  the  pul- 
pit seat  and  buried  his  face  in  his  hands  and  wept 
as  though  his  heart  would  break.  Eventually  he 
regained  his  composure  but  his  brother's  words 
took  on  a  deeper  meaning.  For  the  few  remain- 
ing years  of  his  life  he  was  often  to  repeat — 
My  company  before  is  gone. 

As  I  write  I  have  before  me  two  glowing  trib- 
utes to  motherhood,  one  from  the  Canadian  novel- 
ist, Charles  Gordon  (Ralph  Connor) ;  the  other  by 
the  Australian  essayist,  Frank  H.  Borehame.  Doc- 
tor Gordon's  mother  was  the  wife  of  a  pioneer 
minister  in  Ontario  when  conditions  of  traveling 
— of  life  in  general — were  severe  in  the  extreme. 
In  his  autobiography  Doctor  Gordon  returned 
again  and  again  to  the  subject  of  his  mother's 
amazing  courage  and  her  gracious  influence  over 
his  life.  "It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  inspiration 
for  whatever  small  service  I  have  done  for  my 
fellow  men  came  from  my  dear  mother.  It  is  for- 
ty-six years  since  I  saw  her  close  her  lovely  hazel- 
brown  eyes  for  the  last  time  and  watched  the  last 
faint  fluttering  of  her  lips.  To  this  very  hour,  I 
feel  the  pang  of  that  parting  and  ever  shall." 

We  have  just  space  for  Dr.  Frank  Boreham's 
tribute.  He  left  England  when  he  was  in  his  twen- 
ties and  for  half  a  century  has  lived  in  New  Zea- 
land, Tasmania,  and  latterly,  Australia.  In  A 
Witch's  Brewing  he  describes  his  farewell  with 
his  mother  during  a  visit  he  paid  to  England.  Here 
is  the  incident  recorded  in  his  own  words:  "As 
we  sat  at  breakfast,  however,  the  door  silently 
opened,  and,  clad  in  her  pretty  blue  gown,  with 
her  cap  daintily  arranged,  she  entered  and  took 
her  usual  seat.  She  was  too  proud  to  consent  to 
live  in  our  memories  as  a  bedridden  old  woman! 
A  quarter  of  an  hour  later  the  taxi  was  at  the  gate. 
My  father  came  out  into  the  garden  to  cut  a  clus- 
ter of  his  choicest  blooms  to  hand  to  us  as  the  cab 


moved  off.  And,  looking  over  his  shoulder,  we 
saw,  through  an  arch  of  roses,  her  tall  and  stately 
form  at  the  bay  window,  her  daughter  beside  her 
to  support  her,  and  a  strange  medley  of  smiles  and 
tears  playing  across  her  brave  and  wrinkled  face. 

"Good-by,  dear  mother  mine!  I  do  not  know 
how  you  will  appear  when  I  see  you  again;  but  I 
am  certain  that  you  will  not  look  less  sweet  than 
you  looked  in  that  early  summer  morning  when, 
in  your  pretty  blue  robe  and  your  dainty  lace  cap, 
I  saw  you  for  the  last  time  through  a  riot  of  red, 
red  roses." 

Toronto,  Canada. 


A  Christmas  Plea 


BY  ADA  THOMPSON  HOY 

On  Christmas  afternoon  of  last  year,  as  we  were 
riding  through  the  country,  we  saw  a  sight  which 
is  indelibly  inscribed  in  my  memory.  At  the  edge 
of  a  large  city  we  passed  a  cemetery  that  was 
beautifully  cared  for.  Near  the  road  was  a  little 
grave  covered  with  fresh,  unrooted  sod.  Beside  it 
stood  a  small  fir  tree  decorated  as  you  and  I  would 
have  done  it  in  making  ready  for  Christmas  morn- 
ing in  our  home — the  ropes  of  tinsel,  the  icicles, 
the  star,  and  the  balls  of  red,  blue,  green,  gold  and 
violet.  But  there  it  was  sparkling  in  the  late 
afternoon  sun.  Just  back  of  it  were  a  man  and 
woman  standing  dry-eyed,  it  seemed,  but  with 
shoulders  drooping  so  despairingly  that  they  told 
of  a  tragic  sorrow. 

I  hugged  my  own  little  daughter  to  me  and  the 
tears  streamed  down  my  cheeks  in  sympathy  for 
the  two  standing  there  so  bitterly  alone  and  hope- 
less. 

I  have  thought  about  it  no  end.  What  would  I 
do  and  how  would  I  act  if  I  had  to  face  that  situ- 
ation? I  can't  say  that,  of  course;  but  I  can  say 
how  I  would  try  to  do  and  act.  There  would  be 
only  one  place  to  turn  for  help — for  the  comfort 
and  peace  I  would  have  to  have  inside  if  I  were 
to   go   on. 

That  is  to  God — to  the  God  of  whom  our  min- 
ister, who  preaches  to  our  hearts  as  well  as  to  our 
minds,  talks  when  he  admonishes  us  to  "get  ac- 
quainted with  God."  That  acquaintanceship  would 
bring  more  than  the  peace  of  a  courageous  life — 
it  would  bring  a  will  and  a  desire  to  be  helpful 
and  useful  and  to  take  thought  for  others. 

I  would  try  not  to  succumb  to  the  sadness  and 
loneliness  of  placing  my  child's  body  in  a  little 
grave.  There  are  many  children  left,  starving 
for  the  protection  of  my  lonely  arms  and  my 
broken  heart.  I  would  try  to  give  them  shelter 
for  Christmas  Day — if  not  for  longer.  That  Christ- 
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mas  tree  in  the  cemetery  and  the  Christmas  season 
with  the  mother-child  relationship  predominating 
have  taught  that  lesson,  I  hope. 
Franklin  Grove,  III. 


Show  Windows 


BY  PERRY  L.  ROHRER 

Everyone  who  lives  near  a  city  has  had  experi- 
ence of  some  sort  at  window-shopping.  This  ap- 
pears to  consist  chiefly  of  strolling  along  the  street 
and  pausing  to  look  at  the  various  displays  of  mer- 
chandise in  the  various  show  windows. 

Most  of  us  have  had  some  experience  at  actual 
shopping  wherein  we  go  inside  the  store  and  look 
at  the  actual  merchandise  and  make  purchases. 

It  is  sometimes  surprising  to  find  a  store  which 
has  a  very  poor  window  display  but  an  excellent 
stock  of  merchandise  on  the  inside,  and  there  are 
other  stores  which  have  beautiful  window  dis- 
plays but  shabby  merchandise  inside. 

People  are  very  much  like  this.  There  are  "dia- 
monds in  the  rough"  who  do  not  make  a  good 
personal  appearance,  but  who  are  solid,  honest 
and  reliable  all  the  way  through.  Also  there  are 
those  who  spend  most  of  their  time  fixing  their 
personalities  and  keeping  up  a  front.  They  are 
more  interested  in  keeping  a  good  reputation  than 
developing  a  strong  character.  They  intend  being 
just  as  bad  as  possible  and  still  "well  thought  of" 
in  their  community. 

There  are  still  other  aspects  of  this  subject. 
Pastors  and  teachers  who  gain  the  personal  con- 
fidence of  individuals  soon  discover  that  practical- 
ly everyone  has  some  kind  of  false  display  in  his 
show  window. 

For  example  here  is  a  patient,  devout  wife,  who 
has  worked  faithfully  for  her  husband  and  family 
and  has  been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  To  all 
of  her  friends  she  presents  a  picture  of  a  quiet, 
happy  average  wife  and  mother  of  forty,  and  she 
keeps  up  this  appearance  in  the  community  and 
among  friends.  Yet,  deep  in  her  consciousness 
has  burned  for  years  the  knowledge  that  her  hus- 
band is  dishonest  and  disloyal.  She  has  kept  up 
the  window  display  for  the  sake  of  her  family  and 
the  bleeding  love  for  her  husband.  This  is  her 
Gethsemane,  and  she  carries  her  cross  quietly  and 
without  grumbling. 

Probably  no  human  being  has  ever  dared  to 
represent  himself  accurately  in  his  show  window. 
All  of  us  have  our  secret  faults  with  which  we 
struggle,  hoping  to  improve,  and  in  the  meantime 
keep  up  appearances. 

This  is  equally  true  of  organizations.    If  the  av- 


erage pastor  would  post  on  the  church  bulletin 
board  the  actual  truth  about  his  church  he  would 
list  many  fine  things  about  his  members,  but  he 
would  also  mention  jealousies  among  his  official 
board,  clashes  between  choir  and  other  depart- 
ments, feuds  between  families  and  old  long-stand- 
ing grudges  which  certain  individuals  have  for 
others  which  slow  up  their  work  in  the  church. 
Yet  the  pastor,  knowing  all  of  this,  keeps  up  the 
show  window  of  an  organized  body  of  believers, 
and  the  church  goes  forward. 

This  is  equally  true  in  family  life.  Most  parents 
are  well  aware  of  the  weakness  of  their  children. 
They  know  their  special  faults,  but  tend  to  pre- 
sent the  children  to  friends  and  the  world  in  their 
best  light,  and  eventually  the  children  grow  up 
better  than  the  parents  believed  would  ever  be 
possible. 

We  might  summarize  this  subject  by  saying 
that  all  people  should  have  as  honest  and  as 
beautiful  a  show  window  as  possible;  they  should 
constantly  be  their  own  most  severe  critics  of  the 
stock  of  their  inner  lives.  Furthermore,  each  in- 
dividual should  avoid  parading  his  worst  faults, 
and  is  acting  wisely  when  he  sees  largely  the 
favorable  items  in  his  friends'  window  displays. 

Oak  Park,  III. 


Rules  for  Daily  Life 

Selected  by  Frederick  D.  Anthony,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Begin  the  day  with  God. 

Kneel  down  to  him  in  prayer. 
Lift  up  thy  heart  to  his  abode, 

And  seek  his  love  to  share. 

Open  the  Book  of  God 

And  read  a  portion  there, 
That  it  may  hallow  all  thy  thoughts, 

And  sweeten  all  thy  care. 

Go  through  the  day  with  God. 

Whate'er  thy  work  may  be, 
Where'er  thou  art — at  home,  abroad, 

He  still  is  near  to  thee. 

Converse  in  mind  with  God; 

Thy  spirit  heavenward  raise; 
Acknowledge  every  good  bestowed, 

And  offer  grateful  praise. 

Conclude  the  day  with  God; 

Thy  sins  to  him  confess; 
Trust  in  the  Lord's  atoning  blood, 

And  plead  his  righteousness. 

Lie  down  at  night  with  God, 
Who  gives  his  servants  sleep; 

And  should'st  thou  tread  the  vale  of  death, 
He  will  thee  guard  and  keep. 
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OUR  MISSION  WORK 
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BY  CHALMER  FAW 

Number  Four 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  public  functions  of 
any  pastor  is  his  leadership  of  the  Sunday  church 
services.  Similarly,  in  the  life  of  the  missionary 
pastor  the  Sunday  morning  worship  period  is  one 
to  which  he  brings  a  great  deal  of  thought  and 
preparation,  for  here  he  appears  before  his  assem- 
bled people  as  their  leader.  Let  us  look  in  on  a 
typical  morning  service  at  one  of  our  station 
churches. 

The  portable  organ  pours  forth  the  inviting 
strains  of  some  familiar  hymn.  One  by  one  var- 
ious groups  of  Buras  come  filing  into  the  church 
house:  wiggling,  lively  boys  and  girls;  solemn 
straight-faced  youths;  erect  young  ladies,  awk- 
ward only  with  shyness;  mothers  with  babies  on 
their  backs;  a  few  straggling  veterans  of  life's  road, 
each  sliding  promptly  to  his  place  on  a  backless 
mud  bench  and  promptly  bowing  his  head  in  a 
moment  of  prayer  in  preparation  for  the  service. 
One  is  surprised  at  the  unbelievably  large  number 
of  people  who  can  squeeze  together  on  one  short 
bench.  The  organ  ceases;  an  opening  prayer  hymn 
calls  the  people  to  worship  and  all  join  in  on  the 
Lord's  Prayer.  More  hymns  follow,  the  congrega- 
tion participating  as  much  by  memory  as  by  book, 
but  filling  the  room  with  heart-filled  melody,  not 
always  on  tune  but  straight  from  the  heart  and 
sincere.  The  pastor  reads  the  morning  lesson;  a 
Bura  is  called  upon  to  lead  in  prayer.    Announce- 


ments, interspersed  with  brief  pastoral  exhortation 
and  encouragement  in  the  work,  lead  into  the  per- 
iod of  worshipful  offering  of  gifts  to  the  Lord. 

Perhaps  the  pastor  preaches;  perhaps  it  is  one 
of  the  native  preacher-teachers  who  takes  his  turn. 
The  speaker  looks  out  over  a  congregation  of  pa- 
tient, respectful  faces.  This  careful  attention  may 
at  times  waver,  but  it  is,  on  the  whole,  remarkably 
good.  The  preacher  takes  his  text  and  delivers  an 
informal,  practical  message,  usually  marked  with 
considerable  enthusiasm  and  real  conviction.  If  he 
is  an  especially  gifted  speaker  even  the  women 
and  girls  will  listen  to  him.  If  he  is  ordinary,  only 
the  school  men  and  children  will  get  much  that  he 
is  saying.  A  story  will  always  bring  a  ready  re- 
sponse, particularly  if  the  story  is  simple  and  color- 
ful. Next  to  their  own  Bura  folk  tales  nothing 
goes  over  quite  as  well  in  the  story  line  as  some 
simple  tale  from  our  children's  storybooks.  A 
prayer  or  perhaps  a  hymn  follows  the  sermon,  and 
a  closing  benediction  gives  the  signal  for  a  solemn 
and  prompt  exodus  on  the  part  of  all,  except  per- 
haps the  missionaries  in  whom  the  Dunker  instinct 
to  visit  after  services  is  very  much  alive. 

The  principle  of  the  rotating  preaching  ministry 
is  pretty  largely  followed  in  these  services,  a 
preaching  schedule  having  been  prepared  for  some 
months  in  advance.  Naturally  the  pastor  takes  his 
turn  more  often  than  others  on  the  list,  but  there 
will  be  a  considerable  group  of  unordained  but  fer- 
vent native  preachers  in  the  line-up.    These  men 


The  mission  station  of  Umalla  in  India  is  in  the  "Dan" 
section  of  our  mission  field  since  it  is  the  station  farthest 
to  the  north  of  our  mission  territory. 

At  Umalla  and  its  neighboring  station  of  Vali  live 
Sadie  Miller,  Wm.  and  Pauline  Kinzie.  All  the  various 
phases  of  mission  work  carried  on  in  this  section  of  mis- 
sion territory  are  directed  by  them  and  their  Indian  as- 
sociates. It  is  a  wide  area  and  calls  for  all  kinds  of  mis- 
sion approach — the  church,  schools,  medical  help  and 
agricultural  training.  These  three  missionaries  are  kept 
constantly  busy  for  the  task  is  great.  There  is  no  end 
to  the  opportunities  which  missionaries  meet  when  they 


What  to  Pray  For 

Week  of  December  27 — January  3 


Reader's  left  to  right:     William  Kinzie, 
Pauline  Kinzie,  Sadie  Miller. 

go  among  the  villages  on  evangelistic  tours  and  the 
same  is  true  as  they  supervise  the  educational  program 
and  train  teachers  to  carry  on  the  work. 

In  the  last  issue  of  January's  Gospel  Messenger  will 
be  an  article  about  The  Opportunities  of  a  Village  Pas- 
tor. It  is  written  by  Bro.  Nagarji  Dhanjibhai  Bhagat 
who  lives  in  the  village  of  Amletha  in  the  Umalla  area. 
This  account  will  give  us  a  clear  idea  of  the  work  of  a 
native  village  minister  and  help  us  to  pray  more  intel- 
ligently for  all  the  work  that  brings  in  the  kingdom  of 
God. 
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are  training  for  a  church  leadership  in  the  future 
which,  we  hope,  will  be  fruitful  and  enduring. 
Though  not  actually  ministers,  most  of  them  can 
give  convincing  demonstrations  of  the  gospel  as 
they  understand  it. 

The  church  house  is  a  very  plain  one,  with  bare 
mud  walls,  a  great  grass  roof  supported  by  the  split 
trunks  of  the  palm  tree,  but  the  man  who  worships 
from  Sunday  to  Sunday  within  these  walls  and 
under  this  roof  experiences  a  worshipful  uplift  and 
impulse  to  holy  living  that  more  than  compensates 
for  the  absence  of  architectural  splendor  or  ornate 
beauty. 

Garkida,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


A  Letter  From  Momma 

BY  SARA  SHISLER 

Clara  Harper  and  I  have  been  at  Marama  over  three 
months  now,  and  we  are  very  happy  in  our  work  here, 
even  if  we  have  a  great  deal  more  to  do  than  we  can  get 
done  without  borrowing  time — which  never  pays  in  the 
end.  If  the  proverb,  "All  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack 
a  dull  boy"  is  true,  and  I  believe  it  is,  then  we  will  need 
to  change  our  ways  in  order  to  avoid  becoming  dull. 

Today  ends  our  fifth  week  of  school  here  in  the  ele- 
mentary school  and  also  in  the  eight  villages  in  which 
we  have  schools.  We  started  a  women's  school  only  this 
past  Monday.  We  also  planned  to  start  a  men's  school 
this  week,  but  they  did  not  come.  They  say  that  they 
are  still  busy  on  the  farms. 

We  waited  until  the  hoeing  was  done.  Our  schools 
start  the  middle  of  July  and  this  is  too  early;  but  the 
government  requires  so  many  months  of  school  and  the 
term  is  longer  than  fits  into  the  farming  program.  The 
people  do  not  send  their  children  to  school  if  there  is 
work  for  them  to  do  at  home.  They  do  not  yet  feel  the 
need  and  value  of  school  as  we  hope  they  will  in  years 
to  come.  One  of  our  big  problems  is  this  irregular  at- 
tendance. Later  on,  the  children  will  help  their  parents 
to  be  interested  in  school  and  then  will  persuade  their 
parents  to  let  them  attend  regularly.  At  present  the 
customs  of  the  country  are  against  much  of  that.  Chil- 
dren do  not  talk  back  to  their  superiors.  It  simply  is 
not  done.  Even  in  an  effort  to  reason  about  a  matter  it 
is  not  done.  It  is  quite  a  restful  situation  in  contrast  to 
many  situations  in  the  States.  The  attitude  is  built  on 
respect  and  not  on  fear.  Children  are  taught  absolute 
respect  for  their  superiors,  which  is  a  very  good  thing, 
for  it  avoids  a  lot  of  trouble  in  the  various  relationships 
of  life. 

We  had  a  big  week  end  in  the  church  here  last  week. 
Clara  and  I  are  alone  at  this  station.  She  has  charge  of 
the  hospital,  the  village  work  and  keeping  up  the  com- 
pound; I  have  the  church  and  the  school  as  my  special 
charge.  Last  week  end  two  missionary  elders  came  to 
Marama  to  conduct  an  election  for  an  elder-in-charge. 
Bro.  C.  C.  Heckman  and  Bro.  Chalmer  Faw  came.  Dr. 
Lloyd  Studebaker  also  came  with  them  to  do  medical 
work.  We  held  a  church  business  meeting  on  Saturday 
evening.  Bro.  Faw  was  elected  elder-in-charge  at 
Marama. 

Then  on  Sunday  morning  at  the  morning  service,  we 
had  two   extra  services  conducted  by  Bro.   Heckman. 


Two  people  took  the  covenant  and  nine  babies  were 
consecrated.  Bro.  Faw  then  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage. At  5:30  p.  m.,  we  met  for  our  love  feast  and  com- 
munion service.  Bro.  Heckman  officiated.  Our  group 
here  is  not  large  and  they  were  inspired  by  these  serv- 
ices. 

At  our  Thursday  evening  prayer  meetings  I  am  teach- 
ing the  book  of  1  John.  We  are  studying  John's  vari- 
ous tests  of  discipleship.  Last  evening  we  had  the  fifth 
test  as  recorded  by  him,  namely,  "Love  not  the  world, 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world."  I  used  the 
blackboard  to  make  the  lesson  more  graphic  and  the 
class  was  surely  interested.  By  the  time  I  was  two 
thirds  of  the  way  through,  they  were  all  talking  at  once. 
They  are  so  eager  for  Bible  teaching  and  I  do  enjoy 
teaching  them. 

Last  evening  one  of  the  boys  came  to  my  house  and 
asked  me  to  tell  him  the  story  of  Hagar  and  Ishmael. 
I  went  over  it  twice  and  I  think  he  was  able  to  tell  it  to 
his  class  today.  I  have  never  taught  Old  Testament  his- 
tory in  Bura  and  I  shall  no  doubt  have  to  go  hunting  for 
new  words  and  expressions  (new  to  me)  time  and  again. 

Yesterday  morning  a  man  came  to  my  door  to  sell  a 
leopard  skin.  It  was  the  skin  of  a  half-grown  leopard. 
It  was  a  beauty,  but  I  saw  a  hole  where  the  arrow  had 
pierced  it.  The  hole  was  right  in  the  center  of  the  back 
below  the  neck  and  was  about  as  large  as  a  quarter,  and 
all  around  the  hole  the  hair  was  off  for  another  several 
inches.  After  examining  the  skin,  I  asked  the  man  why 
he  had  not  shot  his  arrow  at  some  part  of  the  body 
where  the  skin  would  not  have  been  ruined.  When  he 
heard  my  question,  he  answered,  "Mother,  when  a 
leopard  is  about  to  spring  and  attack  you,  you  think  of 
your  own  skin  and  not  about  the  skin  of  the  leopard. 
You  shoot  to  kill  regardless  of  where  the  arrow  hits." 
And  I  knew  he  was  right. 

We  need  your  prayers  in  all  things.  We  depend  on 
them,  for  in  our  own  strength  we  are  unable  to  do  the 
tasks  that  are  ours  to  do  for  the  glory  of  God.  We  re- 
member you  and  thank  God  for  loyal,  devoted,  inter- 
ested folks  like  you  who  are  holding  the  ropes.  May 
your  reward  be  peace  of  heart  and  much  joy  in  con- 
tinued service. 

Marama,  Nigeria,  Africa. 


World  Day  of  Prayer 

Feb.  20,  1942,  will  be  the  World  Day  of  Prayer.  This 
date  is  the  first  Friday  in  Lent.  Hundreds  of  Christian 
people  throughout  the  world  will  meet  together  to  pray 
for  world-wide  missions.  Church  of  the  Brethren  wom- 
en will  also  be  meeting  in  countries  around  the  world 
to  observe  this  prayer  service.  Our  sisters  in  India, 
China  and  Africa  will  join  with  us  in  meditation  and  in- 
tercession. 

I  Am  the  Way  is  the  theme  for  the  day's  devotion. 
The  program  has  been  prepared  by  a  group  of  three 
women  who  are  now  living  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  Their  chairman  is  a  former  teacher  in  Gin- 
ling  College,  China,  now  a  professor  in  a  Biblical  semi- 
nary. One  member  is  the  wife  of  a  German  pastor  who 
had  been  imprisoned  in  a  concentration  camp  abroad, 
her  husband  in  another,  and  their  youngest  son  is  still 
in  a  concentration  camp.  The  other  member  is  a  French 
woman,  who  has  had  no  word  from  her  family  in  France 
for  over  a  year.  Out  of  this  rich  background  of  faith, 
this  message  has   been  prepared   and  it  should  speak 

(Continued  on   Page   19) 


16 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— December  27,  1941 


. . .  Kinaaom  Llleanma 


Brotherhood  Theme  for  1941-42 

Building  With  Christ 
Calendar  for  Sunday,  December  28 

These  Sunday-school  Lesson  Topics,  copyrighted  by  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Religious  Education,  are  used  by  permission. 

Sunday-school  Lesson,  The  Christian's  Hope. — John 
14:1-6;  Rev.  22:1-5.  Golden  Text,  In  my  Father's  house 
are  many  mansions.    John  14:2. 

Christian  Workers,  Brethren  and  Civilian  Public 
Service. 

B.  Y.  P.  D..  What  Will  It  Mean  to  Follow  Christ  in 
1942? 

Intermediates,  A  New  Page. 

•  •       • 
Gains  for  the  Kingdom 

One  baptized  in  the  Stanley  church,  Wis. 

Two  baptized  in  the  Monticello  church,  Minn. 

Five  baptized  in  the  Pitsburg  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  Elden 
Petry,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  in  the  Dixon  church,  111.,  Bro. 
Harper  Will,  evangelist. 

Six  baptized  in  the  Bellwood  church,  Pa.,  Bro.  Clyde 
Bush,  pastor-evangelist. 

Eighteen  baptized  in  the  Palmyra  church,  Pa.,  Bro. 
Galen  Blough,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  in  the  McPherson  church,  Kans.,  Bro. 
Perry  Prather,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  and  two  awaiting  the  rite  in  the 
Myrtle  Point  church,  Oreg. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Conway  Springs  church,  Kans., 
Bro.  Ora  Houston,  evangelist. 

Three  baptized  in  the  Constance  church,  Ky.,  Bro. 
Harley  M.  Coppock,  evangelist. 

Four  baptized  in  the  Springfield  church,  Mogadore, 
Ohio,  Bro.  L.  R.  Holsinger,  pastor. 

Twenty- four  baptized  in  the  East  Nimishillen  church, 
Ohio,  Bro.  J.  Edson  Ulery,  evangelist. 

Five  baptized  and  four  received  by  letter  in  the  Hun- 
tington church,  Ind.,  Bro.  Van  B.  Wright,  evangelist. 

Seven  baptized  and  three  received  by  letter  in  the 
Hutchinson  church,  Kans.,  Bro.  A.  C.  Miller,  evangelist. 

Fourteen  baptized  and  three  received  by  former  bap- 
tism in  the  Beech  Grove  church,  Ohio,  Bro.  John  Good, 
evangelist. 

Four  baptized  and  one  received  by  letter  in  the  Pleas- 
ant View  church,  Ind.,  Brother  and  Sister  Grover  Wine, 
evangelists. 

Seven  baptized,  one  reclaimed  and  two  received  by 
letter  in  the  Oak  Grove  church,  Va.,  Bro.  C.  M.  Key, 
evangelist. 

Three  baptized,  three  reconsecrated  and  one  received 
by  letter  in  the  Liberty  church,  Tenn.,  Bro.  J.  R.  Jack- 
son, pastor-evangelist. 

•  •       • 
Out  Evangelists 

Will  you  pray  for  the  success  of  these  meetings? 
Will  you  share  the  burden  which  these  laborers  carry? 

Bro.  Jesse  W.  Whitacre  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  18-31, 

in  the  Beaver  Creek  house,  Md. 


Bro.  James  Moore  of  Lititz,  Pa.,  Jan.  4  in  the  Akron 
church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Paul  Siudebaker  of  Modesto,  Calif.,  Jan.  26— Feb. 
8,  in  the  Calvary  church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

•       •       • 

Personal  Mention 

Professor  William  Beahm  of  Bethany  Biblical  Semi- 
nary received  the  degree  of  Ph.D.  at  the  convocation  of 
the  University  of  Chicago  on  Dec.  19. 

The  Des  Moines  Valley  church  of  Middle  Iowa  came 
to  see  us  last  week  in  the  persons  of  Brother  and  Sister 
John  J.  Abuhl,  accompanied  by  Miss  Vera  E.  Steve  of 
Des  Moines. 

Sister  Oscar  Stern  of  Barnum,  Minnesota,  writes  to 
suggest  that  many  women  would  like  to  see  recipes  for 
simple  and  plain  foods  in  the  new  cookbook.  Such  foods 
are  more  conducive  to  health  and  certainly  more  eco- 
nomical. We  are  glad  for  her  emphasis  on  a  point  we 
have  been  trying  to  make  plain. 

Bro.  Homer  Caskey  and  wife  are  retiring  from  the 
pastorate  of  the  English  River  church  of  Southern  Iowa 
and  from  pastoral  work  after  "more  than  four  years  of 
splendid  fellowship  together  and  a  most  wonderful 
spirit  and  feeling  between  us  as  we  leave."  Ill  health  is 
a  determining  factor  in  this  change.  They  will  make 
their  home  in  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Other  Brethren  groups  represented  at  the  Brethren 
Service  Committee  meeting  last  week  were  the  Old  Or- 
der and  the  Progressive,  as  they  are  popularly  known. 
From  the  former  came  Elders  Jacob  Skiles  and  David 
Wagner  of  Indiana,  while  Professors  E.  M.  Riddle  and 
Alva  J.  McClain  of  Ashland  College  and  Grace  The- 
ological Seminary,  respectively,  spoke  for  the  latter. 

Here's  how  Brother  and  Sister  Bonsack  feel  about 
your  response  to  that  golden  wedding  mention:  "Every 
one  of  the  expressions  of  remembrance  to  us  is  deeply 
appreciated  and  we  regret  that  they  cannot  all  be  ap- 
propriately recognized.  Those  who  take  time  to  express 
an  interest  in  such  homely  events  in  these  busy  days 
should  have  proper  recognition,  for  it  is  only  such  acts 
of  Christian  fellowship  and  love  that  will  cure  our  war- 
afflicted  world." 

Bro.  Ralph  H.  Cox,  pastor  of  the  Richland  church  of 
Northeastern  Ohio  from  1931  to  1936,  more  recently 
resident  in  the  Mansfield  congregation,  passed  on  to  his 
reward  Dec.  13.  In  earlier  years  Bro.  Cox  had  been 
active  in  pastoral  service  in  Illinois,  Minnesota  and 
Pennsylvania.  Funeral  rites  and  interment  were  at 
Mansfield,  conducted  by  Pastor  Roland  L.  Showalter, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Martin  Shively  of  Ashland  College  and 
Eld.  W.  L.  Desenberg  of  Ashland. 

Brother  and  Sister  C.  L.  Wilkins  of  Freeport,  Mich., 
rounded  out  fifty-eight  years  of  life  together  Dec.  15. 
Both  are  in  good  health  in  their  eighty-second  year.  Bro. 
Wilkins  has  served  his  district  ten  times  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  and  in  many  other  ways.  He  has  held 
more  than  a  hundred  evangelistic  meetings.  You  will 
know  this  couple  has  an  extra  measure  of  our  congratu- 
lations when  we  tell  you  "they  have  taken  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  fifty-seven  years  without  a  break." 
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Miscellaneous  Items 
Be  sure  to  note  the  office  of  the  National  Service  Board 
for  Religious  Objectors  has  been  moved  from  14th  and 
F  Street,  N.  W.  to  1751  N  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

A  printing  establishment  with  a  good  reputation  in  a 
Brethren  community  is  in  need  of  an  experienced  com- 
positor for  floor  work.  Must  have  clean  habits.  He  is 
requested  to  give  full  qualifications  in  his  first  letter  to 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  Elgin,  111. 

A  brother  writes  the  Brethren  Service  Committee  that 
he  is  interested  in  renting  a  farm  near  a  Brethren 
church.  We  have  reason  to  believe  he  is  a  dependable 
farmer  and  loyal  to  the  church.  Anyone  wishing  to  find 
a  renter  or  a  farm  may  do  well  to  write  to  the  above 
named  committee,  Elgin,  111. 

Two  Counseling  Conferences  for  district  boards  of 
Christian  Education  in  the  Southeastern  Region  are 
coming  soon.  The  first  will  be  held  in  the  Central 
church  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Saturday,  Jan.  17;  the  second 
in  the  Hagerstown,  Md.,  church,  Saturday,  Jan.  24.  They 
will  begin  at  ten  o'clock  and  continue  till  after  the  eve- 
ning dinner  meeting  at  five.  B.  C.  E.  Secretary  L.  Avery 
Fleming  will  be  at  both  and  Youth  Director  Raymond  R. 
Peters  at  one,  perhaps  both.  The  purpose  will  be  to  get 
acquainted  with  the  latest  materials  and  methods  and  to 
share  successful  experiences.  If  you  are  a  member  of  a 
district  board  of  Christian  Education  you  are  heartily 
invited  to  attend  the  conference  nearest  you. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren,  through  its  service 
agency,  the  Brethren  Service  Committee,  announced  to- 
day [Dec.  17]  that  its  historic  adherence  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  peace  and  reconciliation  had  not  been  modi- 
fied. Desiring  to  share  in  the  suffering  and  danger  pro- 
duced by  our  nation's  participation  in  the  war,  and  as 
an  expression  of  loyalty  to  their  government,  the  com- 
mittee went  on  record  favoring  the  transfer  of  selectees 
from  the  present  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  to  war 
zones,  like  the  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  Islands  where 
air  raid  rescue,  rehabilitation  and  hospitalization  work 
might  be  done.  Plans  were  elaborated  for  a  consider- 
able acceleration  of  the  church's  program  of  world-wide 
relief.  An  extensive  relief  and  feeding  program  already 
operating  during  the  last  five  years  in  Spain,  France, 
England  and  China  will  be  greatly  enlarged  to  meet  hu- 
man distress  both  now  and  after  the  war  in  neediest 
areas  of  the  world. — Brethren  Service  Committee. 
•       •       • 

Brethren  Service  Committee 
A  Resolution 

Our  government  is  now  involved  in  the  desperate 
struggle  which  has  engulfed  the  nations  of  the  world. 
Since 

Our  citizens  are  being  urged  to  help  finance  this  war 
by  many  measures  other  than  by  direct  taxation;  and 
since 

The  official  position  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in- 
volves nonparticipation  in  any  war  either  directly  or  in- 
directly; and  since 

Our  membership  generally  will  regard  its  obligation 
to  God  and  fellow  man  as  a  higher  loyalty  and  will 
choose  to  preserve  its  religious  faith  and  conscience  es- 
pecially in  a  time  of  crisis  such  as  this;  and  since 

The  Brethren  love  and  believe  in  their  government 


and  desire  to  help  protect  and  preserve  the  fundamental 
liberties  and  values  which  our  government  represents; 
and  since 

Many  of  our  people  are  seeking  guidance  and  counsel 
in  the  difficult  task  of  reconciling  the  historic  peace 
position  of  the  church  with  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  citizenship  in  these  trying  times;  and  since 

We  believe  the  world  needs,  in  times  of  war  even 
more  than  in  times  of  peace,  a  strong  and  vigorous  peace 
testimony — 

THEREFORE,  be  it  resolved  that  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice Committee  make  the  following  declaration: 

We  urge  our  people  to  express  their  loyalty  to  the 
government  in  harmony  with  our  conception  of  "cre- 
ative citizenship"  as  defined  before  the  House  Military 
Affairs  Committee  in  August  1940,  which  states: 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Brethren  to  be  creative  citizens  and  fore- 
runners of  a  better  order  to  which  they  believe  this  government 
at  heart  is  forever  committed.  It  is  their  purpose  to  bless  and 
heal;  to  do  good  to  friend  and  foe  alike;  to  relieve  distress  and 
suffering;    to  save  human  life  and  conserve  property  and  wealth 

In  times  of  war  the  Brethren  believe  that  they  must  still  be  cre- 
ative and  not  destructive.  They  want  to  serve  in  those  enter- 
prises which  are  removed  in  purpose  as  far  as  possible  from  war 
and  bloodshed,  and  which  are  calculated  to  help  the  nations  more 
easily  forgive  and  forget  the  bitterness  and  hatred  which  war 
engenders.  To  these  enterprises  the  Brethren  expect  to  bring 
a  spirit  of  courage  and  self-sacrifice  and  a  willingness  to  face 
physical  hazard  comparable  to  that  of  the  soldier  in  the  ranks 
of  the  military  forces.  They  desire  to  help  keep  alive  in  Amer- 
ican life  a  spiritual  glow  and  a  sense  of  world  mission  which 
shall  make  this  nation  virile  and  strong  throughout  the  world  in 
the  cause   of   justice,   righteousness   and  peace. 

We  appeal  to  our  membership  to  do  all  within  their 
power  to  preserve  the  position  of  the  church  in  regard 
to  war  and  freedom  of  religious  conscience. 

We  call  upon  the  church  now  to  double  its  gifts  to  hu- 
man relief,  remembering  that  war  entails  an  enormously 
increased  burden  to  help  care  for  orphans,  widows,  and 
homeless  refugees,  to  say  nothing  of  the  millions  of  war 
prisoners  to  whom  we  are  already  extending  a  spiritual 
ministry.  We  call  special  attention  to  the  Brethren  Serv- 
ice cup,  the  Brethren  Service  certificates,  and  the  Breth- 
ren Service  stamps  as  means  of  applying  the  resources 
of  the  church  to  rehabilitation  and  reconstruction  and 
urge  their  use  in  all  our  homes  and  churches  as  our  re- 
sponse to  the  national  emergency. 

We  desire  to  reaffirm  the  position  of  the  church  in  all 
the  difficult  and  confused  situations  of  life  that  the  in- 
dividual must  look  for  the  voice  of  God  in  his  own 
Christ-enlightened  conscience  and  obey  that  voice  no 
matter  to  how  great  sacrifice  and  suffering  it  may  lead. 


Gbout  isoohi 


Black  and  White  in  the  Sudan.  Desmond  W.  Bittinger. 
1941.     324  pages.     $1.50. 

This  book  describes  and  evaluates  the  present  work- 
ing together  of  different  races  and  nations  in  political 
and  educational  processes  in  Northern  Nigeria.  This 
area  is  the  most  important  section  of  the  western  Sudan. 
In  it  our  church's  Africa  mission  is  located;  the  author 
was  one  of  our  missionaries  in  Africa  from  1930-38. 

In  Part  I  the  author  gives  a  historical  account  of  the 
kingdoms  and  civilizations  that  in  times  past  occupied 
the  western  Sudan  and  from  which  the  present  culture 
of  that  area  has  been  derived.  This  is  a  thrilling  story. 
How  few  people  know  that  when  Columbus  discovered 


18 


GOSPEL   MESSENGER— December  27,  1941 


America  there  were  in  that  part  of  Africa  kingdoms 
equal  to  or  surpassing  any  in  Europe  in  political  or- 
ganization and  in  promotion  of  commerce  and  education. 
Bornu  and  Kano,  names  which  are  familiar  to  those  who 
have  followed  the  development  of  our  own  mission 
work,  are  shown  to  have  been  kingdoms  with  an  old 
and  great  history. 

In  Part  II  is  an  account  of  the  European  contacts  with 
the  western  Sudan.  Brief  mention  is  made  of  the  shame- 
ful slave  trade.  There  is  also  an  account  of  the  intrepid 
explorers,  Park  and  Lander,  who  wrested  from  Africa 
the  secret  of  the  mighty  Niger  River  and  thus  opened  up 
Nigeria,  a  land  of  over  20,000,000  souls,  to  modern  Euro- 
pean commercial  and  political  exploitation.  Most  of 
this  section  of  the  book,  however,  is  given  to  the  account 
of  the  British  occupation  of  Northern  Nigeria  which  be- 
gan in  the  early  years  of  the  present  century.  The 
unique  form  of  colonial  government  which  was  de- 
veloped here  is  described.  This  is  known  as  the  Dual 
Mandate  or  Indirect  Rule.  In  Nigeria  the  tribal  forms 
of  government  and  that  of  the  Moslem  chiefs  were  not 
overthrown  and  replaced  by  a  European  system.  The 
government  utilizes  and  works  through  the  native  chiefs 
but  insists  on  the  observance  of  the  fundamental  laws 
of  humanity  and  justice.  It  is  an  attempt  to  project  for 
the  African  a  political  future  which  would  be  built  upon 
his  past.  The  author  is  sympathetic  toward  this  po- 
litical theory  and  setup.  He  does,  however,  point  out 
many  shortcomings  and  vicissitudes  of  the  system  in  ac- 
tual practice. 

Part  III  is  a  consideration  of  the  educational  system  of 
Northern  Nigeria,  which  is  the  essential  concomitant 
of  this  Dual  Mandate.  Chapters  XI-XIV  are  of  more 
interest  to  us,  for  herein  the  author  describes  the  schools 
of  our  own  mission.  Surely  these  chapters  will  not  fail 
to  impress  anyone  with  the  vital  contribution  our  own 
mission  is  making  in  this  field  in  Nigeria;  and  that  this 
type  of  work  challenges  the  enlistment  of  the  best  edu- 
cational leadership  that  our  church  may  produce.  In 
this  book  the  author  has  limited  himself  to  a  discussion 
of  the  educational  systems.  But  even  so,  the  reader 
cannot  fail  to  note  the  tremendously  important  place  the 
development  of  the  church  has  in  this  program. 

The  very  complete  bibliography  will  greatly  aid  any- 
one wishing  to  do  further  reading  on  the  Sudan. — H. 
Stover  Kulp,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 


Around  the  Mediterranean  With  My  Bible.  Harriet 
Louise  H.  Patterson.    W.  A.  Wilde  Co.,  1941.    $3.00. 

What  sincere  Christian  has  not  wished  he  could  walk 
the  paths  that  Jesus  trod  and  look  upon  scenes  that 
were  familiar  to  him?  Who  has  not  wished  to  visit 
Bible  lands  and  meditate  upon  the  events  that  took 
place  there  from  Abraham  to  Paul  and  John?  For  most 
of  us  such  wishes  will  necessarily  remain  dreams.  For- 
tunately there  are  pictures  and  books  to  help  us  dream. 
One  such  book  has  recently  come  from  the  presses  of 
the  W.  A.  Wilde  Co.  It  was  written  by  a  woman  who 
has  visited  Bible  lands  frequently  and  has  the  gift  of  de- 
scribing simply  and  interestingly  what  she  saw. 

The  book  is  not  intended  to  deal  with  the  archaeology 
and  history  of  these  lands;  it  is  rather  a  travel  account 
of  things  interesting  to  a  lay  student  of  the  Bible.  It 
should  help  ministers,  Sunday-school  teachers — anyone 
— to  get  a  more  vivid  picture  of  Bible  lands  and  a  clear- 
er understanding  of  the  setting  of  Bible  events. — Omer 
B.  Maphis. 


From  the  Stone  Age  to  Christianity:  Monotheism  and 
the  Historical  Process.  William  Foxwell  Albright.  The 
John  Hopkins  Press,  1940.    363  pages.    $2.50. 

"The  tradition  of  Israel  represents  Moses  as  a  mono- 
theist;  the  evidence  of  ancient  Oriental  religious  history, 
combined  with  the  most  rigorous  treatment  of  Israelite 
literary  sources,  points  in  exactly  the  same  direction." 
So  Dr.  Albright  proceeds  in  his  epilogue  with  the  re- 
sults of  his  study.  The  prophets  were  preachers  and 
reformers,  as  the  Bible  represents  them,  not  religious 
innovators,  as  many  scholars  have  held.  Jesus  is  the 
Christ  of  faith,  and  he,  not  Paul  or  John,  is  responsible 
for  essential  Christianity. 

Jesus  Christ  appeared  on  the  world  scene  when  civi- 
lization had  reached  an  impasse.  Spiritual  progress  does 
not  come  gradually  by  improvement  in  living  standards 
and  diffusion  of  organized  religion.  It  comes  only 
through  the  catastrophe  and  suffering  which  accompany 
major  upheavals.  We  are  in  such  a  period  now.  "We 
need  reawakening  of  faith  in  the  God  of  the  majestic 
theophany  of  Mount  Sinai,  in  the  God  of  Elijah's  vision 
at  Horeb,  in  the  God  of  the  Jewish  exiles  in  Babylonia, 
in  the  God  of  the  Agony  of  Gethsemane." 

No,  don't  reach  for  your  pen  to  order  this  book  with- 
out counting  the  cost.  The  book  is  not  expensive,  but  it 
is  heavy  reading — "amazingly  erudite,"  as  one  reviewer 
observes.  Not  for  many  a  year  have  I  gone  through 
a  book  as  difficult  to  read  as  this  one — and  as 
rewarding  for  the  effort  put  forth.  It  leaves  me  with 
the  feeling  that  I  want  to  read  it  another  time,  perhaps 
twice  more. 

The  author,  for  many  years  director  of  the  American 
School  of  Oriental  Research  in  Jerusalem  and  now  a 
professor  in  Johns  Hopkins  University,  is  qualified  as 
few  men  can  be  for  the  task  he  undertakes.  He  sets 
himself  "to  show  how  man's  idea  of  God  developed  from 
prehistoric  antiquity  to  the  time  of  Christ,  and  to  place 
this  development  in  its  historical  context."  He  de- 
velops a  philosophy  of  history  and  draws  upon  a  mass 
of  archaeological  resources,  the  availability  of  which 
few  of  us  have  even  imagined.  He  builds  upon  thor- 
oughgoing, critical  study,  but  challenges  numerous 
theories  of  criticism  which  have  been  widely  accepted. 
All  this  he  does  with  a  wealth  of  factual  support  that  is 
convincing. 

Another  reviewer — Fleming  James  in  the  Journal  of 
Biblical  Literature — well  says:  "Such  an  open  and  pro- 
vocative affirmation  of  religious  faith  is  welcome  to- 
those  who  are  convinced  that  Biblical  scholarship  de- 
rives its  peculiar  significance  from  widespread  belief  in 
the  uniqueness  and  validity  of  the  Bible  revelation.  The 
book  bristles  with  challenges  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  taken  up.  Perhaps  the  author  goes  in  places  too  far. 
But  his  main  contentions  rest  on  solid  foundations  which 
will  not  easily  be  overthrown." 

I  think  I  am  justified  in  taking  considerable  space  for 
this  review  because  of  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  book: 
and  because  so  few  who  ought  to  have  its  contents  will: 
have  the  patience  to  read  it  through  to  the  end.  I'll  not 
tell  you  how  many  weeks  the  book  lay  on  my  desk  be- 
fore I  settled  down  to  read  it  seriously.  If  you  cannot 
stretch  your  mental  fibers  to  their  full  capacity  more 
than  once  in  five  years,  you  had  still  better  read  this 
book.  If  you  don't  get  through  it,  the  book  will  still  be 
valuable  to  you  as  a  reference  work  on  nearly  every- 
phase  of  archaeology  and  Biblical  scholarship. 

Here's  a  chance  for  a  new  grip  on  faith! — E.  G.  Hoff.. 
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World  Day  of  Prayer 


(Continued  From   Page   15) 
,  faith  and  courage  to  everyone  who  participates  in  the 
service  of  prayer. 

Every  church  would  find  it  most  helpful  to  enter  into 
the  World  Day  of  Prayer,  either  in  its  own  service  or 
with  neighboring  churches.  Order  your  program  ma- 
terial early.  Program,  2c;  Call  to  Prayer  leaflet,  free; 
poster,  5c.  Order  from  General  Boards,  22  South  State 
St.,  Elgin,  Illinois. 


Adventuring  in  Rural  Rehabilitation 

BY  DONALD  AND  MARY  LOU  ROYER 

Don  and  Mary  Royer  of  Denver,  Pennsylvania,  were  sent  by 
the  Brethren  Service  Committee  in  March  of  this  year  to  work 
with  the  Wilmer  Youngs  for  a  year  in  an  experimental  rural  re- 
habilitation project  at  Abbeville,  South  Carolina.  Don  Royer  had 
spent  several  months  previous  to  that  working  with  the  Ameri- 
can Friends  Service  Committee  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  placement  of  refugees.  The  following  is  the  story  Don  and 
Mary  tell  of  their  work. — Ed. 

Our  nearest  neighbors  here  on  Little  River  Farm  are 
the  C  family,  who  live  in  a  tumbledown  shack  just  a 
stone's  throw  away.  This  morning  Mr.  C  called  to  dis- 
cuss what  kind  of  blankets  he  should  buy  to  keep  him- 
self and  his  five  children  warm  for  the  winter.  But  it 
will  take  more  than  blankets,  for  there  are  big  cracks 
in  the  deteriorating  walls  and  ceiling,  and  the  crumbling 
fireplaces  are  not  too  generous  with  their  heat.  It  is  not 
only  hard  to  keep  warm,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
keep  neat  with  only  two  paned-windows  letting  in  light, 
and  without  benefit  of  wife  and  mother,  and  with  only 
a  $20  relief  check  on  which  to  do  all  that  is  required. 

Some  twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  C  gave  up  raising  the 
exasperating  crop  of  cotton  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
textile  mills.  He  did  this  along  with  thousands  of  other 
desperate  share-croppers  and  tenant  farmers.  The 
"stretch  out"  system  took  its  toll  on  Mr.  C's  health,  but 
did  not  dull  his  uneducated  (beyond  second  grade)  but 
keen  mind  and  his  ability  to  keep  his  family  one  of  the 
most  cheerful  we  have  ever  known.  Since  injury  to  his 
back,  Mr.  C  has  turned  again  to  the  country,  where, 
though  on  relief,  he  has  his  own  garden  and  chickens. 

Other  neighbors,  the  M  family,  strict  Presbyterians, 
have  clung  to  their  tradition  as  thrifty  farmers  and  have 
not  ceased  trying  to  draw  cotton  out  of  increasingly 
poor  soil  (eroded  and  exhausted),  by  pouring  on  more 
commercial  fertilizer,  nor  have  they  relinquished  their 
efforts  upon  the  appearance  of  the  dread  boll  weevil. 
For  a  time  they  were  the  proud  part-owners  of  a  home 
and  farm.  Now  they  are  tenant  farmers — not  as  shift- 
less as  some,  but  even  they  admit  that  had  they  known 
they  were  going  to  live  in  their  present  house  for  nigh 
unto  ten  years  they  might  have  fixed  it  up  a  bit.  This 
year  poor  weather  conditions  have  reduced  their  yield 
from  thirteen  to  two  bales  of  cotton.  Mr.  M  with  neither 
a  trace  of  malice  or  self-pity  turned  over  the  total  re- 
turns of  $142  as  their  rent  for  the  year!  They  know 
little  of  soil-building  practices.  Besides,  how  can  the 
average  tenant  farmer  afford  not  to  plant  every  avail- 
able acre  in  his  cash  crop  which  will  bring  immediate 
returns? 

Space  does  not  permit  telling  of  share-cropper  neigh- 
bors who,  possessing  only  a  few  personal  things,  are 
more  at  the  mercy  of  the  landlords,  and  of  our  Negro 
friends — tenant  farmers  and  share-croppers — whose  liv- 


ing conditions  are  usually  worse  and  whose  children 
trudge  miles  to  a  shacklike  school  building  furnished 
with  bare  benches  and  a  table,  while  the  white  children 
ride  in  their  new  school  bus  to  a  well-equipped  con- 
solidated school.  When  mills  close  their  doors,  when 
there  is  too  much  cotton  on  the  market,  when  good  land 
is  scarce,  the  Negro  is  the  scapegoat. 

With  constant  tensions  like  these  which  here  and  there 
flare  into  open  conflict,  can  there  be  any  peace?  Back 
in  1935,  a  Quaker  couple,  Wilmer  and  Mildred  Young, 
answered  "no"  for  themselves.  No  longer  at  ease  in  the 
teaching  profession  and  middle-class  life,  they  set  out 
to  merge  their  lives  with  the  depressed.  By  sharing  the 
lot  of  their  neighbors  they  felt  that  they  might  somehow 
help  them  to  help  themselves,  and  so  in  a  small  way  re- 
move some  sources  of  conflict.  For  two  years  they  and 
their  three  growing  children  lived  among  sharecroppers 
on  the  Delta  Co-operative  Farm,  Mississippi,  where  one 
effort  at  rehabilitation  was  being  made.  Then,  profiting 
by  this  experience,  they  initiated  their  own  experiment 
with  the  backing  of  friends,  and  eventually,  the  Amer- 
ican Friends  Service  Committee.  Long  and  hard  was 
the  task  which  lay  before  them — to  bring  back  the  ex- 
hausted soil  to  life  and  to  help  the  tenant  farmer  to  find 
a  satisfying,  self-subsistent  life  on  soil  which  he  would 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  own. 

The  Youngs  selected  Abbeville  County  in  the  Pied- 
mont section  of  South  Carolina  as  the  site  for  their 
project  because  here  they  found  poor,  yet  reclaimable, 
land.  Here,  too,  they  found  decaying  cotton  plantations, 
owned  for  several  generations  by  absentee  landlords. 
On  them  now  were  living,  for  the  large  part,  frustrated 
farm  families  of  hardy  English  and  Scotch-Irish  stock, 
squeezing  out  of  thin  soil  crops  that  would  make  a 
Pennsylvania  Dunker  farmer  doubly  grateful  to  live 
where  he  is.  In  March  of  1940  the  Youngs  moved  onto 
one  of  these  plantations  as  cotton  tenant  farmers,  and  a 
year  later  with  the  American  Friends  Service  Commit- 
tee as  advisers  and  financiers  bought  the  800-acre  farm 
on  which  they  were  settled  at  ten  dollars  an  acre.  The 
farm  is  divided  into  two  tracts,  one  for  white  families 
containing  eight  homes,  the  other  for  Negroes  support- 
ing three  families. 

Quietly  and  humbly  the  Youngs  began  their  venture 
with  these  aims  in  mind: 

1.  To  supplant  one  crop  (cotton)  farming  with  a  sys- 
tem of  diversified  farming. 

2.  To  encourage  production  on  the  farm  of  family  and 
stock  needs — the  South  imports  much  of  its  foodstuff 
from  the  North  and  West. 

3.  To  rebuild  the  land  with  the  aid  of  government  soil 
agencies. 

4.  To  develop  a  wholesome  community  life. 

5.  To  enable  the  families  on  the  project  to  remain  se- 
cure on  their  plots  either  by  securing  ownership  of 
them  or  through  long-term  leases.  The  Southern  ten- 
ant farmer's  average  length  of  tenure  on  any  one  farm 
is  four  years. 

Let  us  stress  again  the  fact  that  the  Youngs  are  trying 
to  merge  their  lives  with  their  neighbors  and  are  achiev- 
ing it  by  working  with  their  hands  as  farmers,  and  by 
living  on  the  same  material  plane  that  those  about  them 
have  been  forced  to  accept.  Furthermore,  they  are  not 
convinced  that  the  accepted  American  standard  of  liv- 
ing is  a  worthy  goal  to  strive  for,  and  are  hoping  to 
work  out  with  the  tenants  new  standards  for  determin- 
(Continued  on  Page  23) 
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MINISTRY 

Strange  Time  to  Preach 

By  John  B.  Wieand,  Decatur,  Illinois 
The  pastor  was  on  his  way  to  the  Monday  night  board 
meeting.  On  the  main  front  steps  of  the  church  some 
boys  were  playing.  The  minister  tried  to  speak  with 
such  a  tone  that  they  would  not  be  frightened  away.  His 
inquiries  brought  the  information  that  he  was  a  stranger 
to  them.  Also  that  they  lived  in  the  vicinity  and  that 
two  were  Catholics.  The  boys  were  urged  to  come  to 
church,  and  to  bring  others.  Assurance  was  given  that 
boys  were  a  favorite  part  of  the  congregation  and  that 
the  minister  always  liked  to  preach  to  them. 

Then  this  preacher  got  his  shock,  when  one  of  the 
boys  said,  "Why  don't  you  preach  to  us  now?"  Sparring 
for  time  the  question  went  back  to  the  boys,  "What  shall 
I  preach?"  "Preach  what  you  always  do,"  was  the 
helpful  suggestion.  "All  right,  I'll  preach  the  sermon  I 
preached  yesterday  morning."  With  the  boys  on  the 
upper  steps  and  the  minister  on  lower  ground,  the  boys 
were  given  an  abbreviation  of  the  sermon  on  the  Prodi- 
gal Son.  When  the  preacher  had  finished  one  of  the 
Catholic  boys  said,  "Didn't  he  have  a  brother?"  "Yes." 
"And  wasn't  he  jealous?"  "Yes."  "My  teacher  told  me 
about  that." 

Although  the  writer  has  long  felt  that  preaching  and 
teaching  should  not  be  limited  as  much  as  they  are  to 
the  congregation,  but  that  Christ's  way  was  to  interest 
people  wherever  he  found  them,  this  experience 
brought  a  new  resolve  to  preach,  or  teach,  whenever  or 
wherever  a  human  contact  is  made.  May  the  Holy 
Spirit  uphold  in  carrying  out  this  resolve! 


MEN'S  WORK 

Northern  Indiana  Men's  Work  Mass  Meeting 

By  Allen  Weldy,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
The  men's  mass  meeting  for  Northern  Indiana  was 
held  at  the  Pine  Creek  church  the  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning of  Sunday,  Nov.  30.  The  meeting  was  attended  by 
approximately  two  hundred  men  and  several  women. 
The  theme  was:  Meeting  the  Crisis  in  the  World  Today. 
President  Harl  Russell  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  was  the 
guest  speaker. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  at  2:30  o'clock  with  O. 
W.  Stine  of  the  Rock  Run  church  as  moderator  and 
Homer  Weldy  of  the  Union  Center  church  as  song  lead- 
er. Several  numbers  of  special  music  were  given  by  the 
men's  chorus  of  the  Second  South  Bend  church  under 
the  direction  of  Roy  Metzler.  During  the  business  meet- 
ing Vice-President  Warren  Miller  of  Bremen  presided 
and  announced  meetings  for  next  spring  and  summer. 
Eldon  Evans  of  New  Paris  gave  a  report  of  the  Camp 
Mack  project  and  urged  the  men  of  Northern  Indiana  to 
offer  their  services  in  an  extensive  landscaping  program 
and  beach  development  at  the  camp.  The  writer  intro- 
duced the  Manual  of  Men's  Work  and  disposed  of  sev- 
eral dozen  copies  within  a  few  minutes.  Abe  Neff  of 
New  Paris  gave  a  very  comprehensive  report  of  the 
work  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer.  Galen  Whitehead 
of  New  Paris  offered  some  timely  remarks  for  the  de- 
votional period. 

President  Harl  Russell,  who  was  introduced  by  the 
writer,  spoke  very  emphatically  on  the  subject  of  Clear 


Thinking  in  a  Day  of  Confusion.  Major  points  of  his  ad- 
dress were:     (a)  seek  truth  and  you  can  think  clearly; 

(b)  challenge  the  men  to  think  their  own  way  through 
problems  that  confront  them  in  these  days  of  confusion; 

(c)  slogans  are  dangerous  because  they  are  not  solu- 
tions; (d)  there  is  danger  of  accepting  fiction  instead  of 
fact;  (e)  there  is  a  gleam  for  the  men  to  follow.  O.  E. 
Messamer,  pastor  of  the  Osceola  church,  and  formerly  of 
Iowa,  pronounced  the  benediction. 

During  the  social  hour  the  men  were  informally  en- 
tertained in  the  church  basement  where  the  ladies  of 
the  church  furnished  light  refreshments. 

The  evening  service  was  attended  by  a  large  group 
from  the  local  congregation  as  well  as  by  a  number  of 
visiting  men.  Elder  John  Stump  of  the  local  church 
moderated  the  meeting  and  Harold  Rarick  led  in  the 
congregational  singing  and  directed  a  mixed  chorus. 
President  Harl  Russell  gave  another  very  inspiring  mes- 
sage in  the  evening  on  the  subject,  Stop,  Look,  and 
Listen. 

The  officers  of  Northern  Indiana  men's  work  who 
planned  the  program  for  the  meeting  were  President 
Harold  Yoder,  Vice-President  Warren  Miller,  and  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Abe  Neff. 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

Women's  Work  Meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 

By  Mrs.  J.  Herbert  Miller,  Hershey,  Pennsylvania 

At  the  opening  of  the  morning  session  Mrs.  Florence 
Gibbel  suggested  that  we  open  our  meeting  by  singing 
Praise  God  From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow.  Mrs. 
Waldo  Ziegler  read  Isa.  55  for  our  devotions  and  led  in 
prayer.  Two  ladies  from  the  Indian  Creek  church  ren- 
dered the  song,  Jesus,  Blessed  Jesus.  Glimpses  into  the 
mission  study  book,  The  Seed  and  the  Soil,  were  given 
by  three  women  from  the  Spring  Creek  church. 

Sister  Ida  Shumaker  gave  the  first  address  on  The 
Missionary  Call  of  the  Hour.  She  said  that  our  motto, 
Faith  Working  by  Love,  and  our  verse,  Stand  fast  in 
one  spirit,  striving  together  for  the  faith  of  the  gospel, 
brought  to  her  mind  a  picture  of  the  Christians  in  India 
who  are  willing  to  stand  fast  in  the  face  of  persecution. 
Now  is  the  time  to  help  the  people  over  in  India.  In 
every  village  the  headman  stands  with  outstretched 
arms  waiting  for  a  "Jesus-teacher."  Outside  each  vil- 
lage are  agents  of  a  reformed  class  of  Hindus  ready  to 
step  in.  The  missionaries  have  to  say  "No"  to  these 
heads  of  villages  because  there  are  no  more  teachers! 
Now  is  the  time  to  answer  their  call  for  teachers. 

Our  Responsibility  on  Our  Own  Doorstep  was  dis- 
cussed by  Mrs.  George  Detweiler.  First  of  all,  we  must 
start  with  ourselves.  We  must  have  cups  running  over 
in  order  to  share  with  others.  We  must  be  praying 
Christians  and  read  the  Bible  to  know  what  God  wants 
us  to  do.  Our  third  responsibility  is  to  find  our  fellow 
men  and  win  them  to  Christ.  Our  fourth  responsibility 
is  to  the  bystander.  Jesus  loved  everybody.  Since  Je- 
sus did  so  much  for  us  the  challenge  comes  to  us  to  do 
all  for  Christ. 

Kathryn  Ziegler  had  charge  of  the  closing  devotions. 
During  the  noon  hour  we  ate  dinner,  visited  with  our 
friends  and  looked  at  the  ladies'  aid  display. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Mrs.  Franklin  Cassel  led  the 
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devotions.  Then  followed  a  business  session.  It  was  de- 
cided the  meeting  shall  be  held  at  Mingo  in  1942.  Then 
the  women  sang  Happy  Birthday  for  Florence  Gibble 
and  Ida  Shumaker,  since  their  birthdays  occurred  dur- 
ing the  week.  They  presented  a  gift  of  money  to  Ida. 
Brief  talks  were  given  by  the  cabinet  members.  The 
offering  lifted  amounted  to  $86.35. 

In  the  address,  Faith  at  Work  on  the  Mission  Field, 
Sister  Ida  Shumaker  said  that  the  white,  brown,  yellow 
and  black  people  are  working  together.  Mrs.  Willis  Nolt 
gave  a  fine  temperance  reading. 


Mrs.  George  Detweiler  suggested  the  following  proj- 
ects in  her  talk,  Sharing  Our  Projects:  (1)  Bible  study; 
(2)  prayer  list;  (3)  Bible  in  every  home;  (4)  essay  and 
poster  contests  in  peace,  missions  or  temperance;  (5) 
shut-in  party;  (6)  singing  and  reading  for  sick  folks;  (7) 
party  for  poor  children;  (8)  collection  of  old  Christmas 
cards;  (9)  visits  to  old  folks'  and  children's  homes;  (10) 
sending  cards,  flowers,  or  fruit  to  sick;  (11)  washing  and 
ironing  for  a  sick  friend;  (12)  young  girls  caring  for 
babies  in  the  nursery  during  church;  (13)  tithing;  (14) 
helping  out  families  in  trouble;  (15)  writing  to  boys  in 


. 


The  New  Church,  Empire,  California 

By  Niels  Esbensen,  Pastor,  Empire,  California 
We  are  very  happy  for  our  building,  and  most  grate- 
ful to  the  General  Boards  for  making  the  services  of 
Bro.  C.  H.  Deardorff  possible.  Naturally  we  are  happy 
to  have  a  picture  of  the  church  in  the  Messenger  so  our 
many  former  members  and  friends  here,  and  others  may 
rejoice  with  us,  but  also  in  order  that  Bro.  Deardorff 
and  the  Boards  may  get  proper  appreciation  for  their 
part.  The  main  auditorium,  including  the  balcony,  will 
seat  about  600.  There  is  a  mothers'  room  adjoining  the 
auditorium  with  a  glass  front  curtained  so  the  audience 
cannot  look  in,  but  those  on  the  inside  can  see  every- 


thing in  the  auditorium.     The  room  is  equipped  with  a 
loud  speaker  so  they  can  enjoy  the  entire  service. 

A  marvelous  picture  of  Christ  is  seen  as  part  of  the 
wall  back  of  the  pulpit.  This  picture  was  painted  by 
Tony  Siste  of  New  York.  The  main  auditorium  and  all 
parts  thereof  are  lighted  with  fluorescent  light.  The 
basement  has  a  wonderful  kitchen,  and  the  social  hall, 
will  seat  over  three  hundred  people.  Adjoining  rooms 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  feed  440  people  at  one  sittings 
The  structure  is  brick  veneer  with  marble  trim.  A  loud- 
speaking  system  is  provided  for  overflow  crowds.  The 
value  of  the  building  has  been  estimated  at  $40,000,  but 
it  actually  cost  us  about  $21,000,  including  the  pews  and. 
carpets. 
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the  army  or  C.  P.  S.  camps;  (16)  sending  canned  food  to 
Camp  Kane. 

After  a  closing  hymn  Mrs.  Wm.  Glasmire  led  in  the 
closing  prayer. 


Women's  Work  Report  of  Southeastern  Kansas 

By  Clara  Kaufman,  Gridley,  Kansas 
Building  With  Christ  was  the  theme  of  the  mother 
and  daughter  meeting  Saturday  afternoon,  Oct.  25,  at 
the  district  conference  at  Gravel  Hill,  with  Sister  Mabel 
Birkin  of  Independence  presiding.  The  program  in- 
cluded devotions  by  Miss  Alma  Morrison  of  Parsons,  a 
reading  by  Jacqueline  Cross  of  Verdigris,  a  lovely  solo 
by  Madeline  Morrison  of  Osage,  and  a  play,  The  Trou- 
blesome Mite  Box,  by  Gravel  Hill. 

Each  delegate  gave  a  good  report  of  the  work  in  her 
local  group.  Mrs.  Nevin  Fisher  of  McPherson  was  with 
us  in  the  interest  of  women's  work  and  children's  work, 
while  Sister  Anna  Crumpacker  shared  with  us  her  rich 
experiences  with  our  Chinese  sisters. 

A  constitution  was  adopted  in  which  the  vice-presi- 
dent is  to  be  the  director  of  missions  and  Bible  study. 
Two  new  officers  were  added,  making  a  district  cabinet 
of  five  members.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Zook  was  elected  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  Jake  Johnson  director  of  aid,  and  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Campbell  director  of  homebuilders.  The  sum  of 
$81.64  was  contributed  to  the  national  project.  We  re- 
joice that  when  the  groups  have  completed  their  offer- 
ing we  will  have  exceeded  our  quota,  which  is  some- 
thing new  for  us.  We  contributed  our  quota  to  the  re- 
gional project  of  $100  for  the  boys'  dormitory  at  Mc- 
Pherson; $426.77  was  contributed  to  the  total  church 
program  by  the  women. 


Northern  Indiana  Women's  Rally 

By  Mrs.  Allen  Weldy,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
The  women's  rally  held  at  Nappanee  on  Nov.  27  was 
a  great  meeting,  filled  with  enthusiasm  and  interest. 
The  program  was  presented  as  printed  on  the  bulletins 
with  Sister  George  Weybright  and  Sister  G.  W.  Phillips 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  ses- 
sions respectively.  Sister  Cora  Stahly  directed  the  mu- 
sic and  Sisters  Floyd  Marchant  and  Evelyn  Stouder 
were  pianists.  One  addition  to  the  program  was  a  short 
worship  scene  given  by  the  Elkhart  City  church.  The 
following  numbers  were  on  the  program:  Devotions  by 
our  beloved  eighty-three-year-old  Sister  Banks  Light 
from  English  Prairie.  Sister  Paul  Halladay  of  North 
Manchester  spoke  on  Home  Building.  Special  music 
was  brought  from  the  Second  South  Bend  church. 

In  the  afternoon  the  service  opened  with  familiar 
hymn  singing  and  the  theme  song,  Let  the  Church 
March  On.  Sister  Clara  Kennedy  led  the  devotions. 
The  roll  call  of  churches  confirmed  the  fact  that  the 
women  of  the  district  are  vitally  interested.  The  re- 
port was  given  that  650  women  were  present.  The  mu- 
sic by  the  district  women's  mass  choir  was  enjoyed  by 
everyone.  Sister  Paul  Halladay  gave  a  strong  address 
on  the  subject  of  Temperance.  It  was  very  fitting  that 
the  three  temperance  essay  contest  winners  could  be 
recognized  as  from  the  Rock  Run,  Elkhart  and  Blue 
River  churches.  The  women  have  been  feeling  the 
need  of  doing  some  definite  temperance  work.  Every 
church    in    the    district   has    been    supplied    with    two 


pledges,  one  for  temperance  and  one  an  antitobacco 
pledge.  The  plan  is  for  ministers  and  teachers  to  give 
definite  teaching  on  these  problems  and  follow  up  with 
the  signing  of  pledges  by  the  young  people  from  twelve 
years  of  age  and  up. 

The  offerings  of  the  day  were  in  behalf  of  ministerial 
promotion,  $194;  the  women's  national  project,  $188; 
district  work,  $144;  a  total  of  $527.91. 

Relief  clothing  was  brought  to  the  rally.  Also  it  was 
voted  to  help  Middle  Indiana  with  the  cookie  baking  for 
Camp  Lagro  boys.  It  was  decided  to  take  alternate 
months. 

The  women's  cabinet  will  continue  the  tour  of  church- 
es after  the  holidays.  Plans  are  to  complete  this  work 
by  the  middle  of  March. 


Our  Year  in  Women's  Work 

By  Mrs.  D.  S.  Crane,  Terra  Alta,   West  Virginia 

The  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Co-operative 
Brethren  Church  of  Terra  Alta.,  W.  Va.,  would  like  to 
make  a  report  of  a  few  of  the  activities  sponsored  by 
the  society  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  cash  donations  made: 
$3  to  the  General  Mission  Board  for  European  relief,  $3 
to  a  boy  in  a  hospital,  $5  to  the  church  treasury  to  help 
with  current  expenses,  $50  to  the  local  church  to  repair 
and  redecorate  the  church,  $10  to  the  camp  promotion 
committee  for  helping  young  folks  in  camp,  $10  to  the 
work  committee  to  buy  new  material  to  make  blankets 
to  be  sent  to  the  Friends'  Service  Committee,  and  a 
thank  offering,  $8.00.  Also  boxes  of  clothing  and  home- 
made soap  were  sent  for  relief.  The  members  of  the 
society  have  helped  with  Red  Cross  sewing. 

Last  Christmas  a  bake  sale  and  bazaar  was  held  and 
fruit  and  books  were  distributed  to  patients  at  Hope- 
mont  Sanitarium  located  near  Terra  Alta.  This  Christ- 
mas we  are  planning  to  have  a  bazaar  again  and  make 
this  an  annual  affair.  This  is  sponsored  by  the  work 
committee  of  the  society  and  the  members  work  all  year 
making  fancywork  articles  in  preparation  for  this  event. 

In  January  our  society,  in  co-operation  with  the  other 
missionary  societies  of  the  town,  sponsored  a  program 
celebrating  the  World  Day  of  Prayer. 

In  May,  a  buffet  luncheon  was  held  at  the  White  Dale 
church  and  a  Mothers'  Day  program  was  given  for  the 
mothers  and  daughters  of  the  church.  This  also  has  be- 
come an  annual  affair. 

The  annual  picnic  was  held  in  August.  The  members 
of  the  society  brought  their  families  and  well-filled  bas- 
kets and  everyone  enjoyed  this  get-together  and  period 
of  fellowship. 

In  August,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
coming  year:  President,  Mrs.  Rowland  Whitehair;  Vice- 
President,  Miss  Iva  Welch;  Secretary -Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Revie  Slaubaugh;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mrs.  D.  S. 
Crane. 

In  November  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  church 
with  a  Thanksgiving  and  peace  program,  and  an  offer- 
ing was  taken  for  benevolent  purposes. 

All  during  the  year  the  society  sends  cards  and 
flowers  to  the  sick  and  in  many  little  ways  tries  to  do 
some  missionary  work  at  home.  Just  recently  we  had 
an  all-day  meeting  at  one  of  the  member's  homes  and 
spent  the  day  making  wool  comforts.  We  made  five  of 
these  comforts  and  have  sent  three  of  them  to  Camp 
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Kane,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  other  two  with  some  cloth- 
ing to  the  Friends'  Service  Committee  to  be  sent  to  the 
cboys  in  camp.     We  enjoy  the  work  we  are  doing  and 
hope  that  we  are  doing  some  good. 


TEMPERANCE 

Should  Women  Smoke? 

By  D.  D.  Funderburg,  Director  of  Adult  Work 
Should  Women  Smoke?  by  Dr.  Frank  L.  Wood,  is  a 
fifty-six-page  booklet  on  how  to  avoid  and  how  to  quit 
smoking.  It  is  a  medical  and  scientific  discussion  of  the 
effects  of  smoking  upon  the  health,  beauty,  character, 
length  of  life,  and  marital  happiness  of  women  and  upon 
posterity. 

The  author,  it  seems  to  us,  has  been  very  fair  in  deal- 
ing with  this  much  disputed  question.  He  makes  ref- 
erence to  the  best  scientific  studies  from  such  authori- 
ties as  Mayo  Foundation  and  Raymond  Pearl  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University.  This  book  should  be  read  by  ev- 
eryone who  is  in  any  way  being  tempted  to  smoke.  It 
may  be  had  from  the  Brethren  Publishing  House  (25c) 
or  from  the  Brethren  Loan  Library. 


Evaluating  the  Weekday  Church  School 

In  the  Messenger  for  Dec.  20,  page  18,  there  was  a  listing  of 
claims  for  and  criticisms  of  the  weekday  church  school.  Through 
a  mishap  best  understood  by  printers  the  five  concluding  points 
in  the  second  part  of  this  balanced  presentation  were  omitted. 
The  two  sections  are  reprinted  this  week  so  the  case  both  for  and 
against  may  be  fairly  and  completely  stated. — Ed. 

Some  Claims  Made  for  the  Weekday  Church  School 

1.  They  have  raised  the  standards  of  trained  teaching 
leadership  for  Christian  education. 

2.  In  certain  centers,  they  reach  a  larger  number  of 
children  and  youth  than  any  other  agency  of  Christian 
education. 

3.  They  integrate  religion  in  a  significant  way  with 
the  public  school,  the  home  and  local  church  in  the  re- 
ligious experiences  of  boys  and  girls. 

Adventuring  in  Rural  Rehabilitation 

(Continued  From  Page  19) 

ing  their  material  needs.  In  short,  they  hope  that  they 
may  keep  alive  in  their  neighbors  the  desire  for  simple 
living. 

In  reporting  the  progress  of  the  project,  suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  Youngs  are  moving  slowly,  but  with  a  pur- 
pose. They  know  that  habits,  attitudes,  and  customs 
cannot  be  changed  overnight.  The  soil-building  pro- 
gram has,  however,  gotten  under  way,  and  is  consuming 
most  of  our  time. 

We,  personally,  are  here  as  learners.  We  came  for  a 
year  to  understand  what  it  means  to  try  to  reclaim,  spir- 
itually and  materially,  an  oppressed  people  living  on  a 
wasted  land.  We  are  learning,  too,  how  to  produce  our 
own  food,  and  how  to  live  on  a  simple  material  basis — 
and  we  are  enjoying  it.  The  way  has  recently  opened 
for  creative  activity  with  the  children  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. They  meet  at  our  home  weekly  for  crafts,  games 
and  stories.  Most  of  our  energy,  however,  goes  into 
plain,  hard  work  about  the  home  and  farm.  Through  it 
we  feel  that  we  have  been  able  to  share  more  fully  our 
experiences  and  convictions  with  our  neighbors. 

Abbeville,  S.  C. 


4.  They  bring  Protestant  churches  together  in  a  co- 
operative enterprise. 

5.  In  many  communities,  the  weekday  church  schools 
represent  the  most  effective  agencies  of  interfaith  co- 
operation. 

6.  They  enrich  the  program  of  the  local  church  and 
improve  educational  methods. 

7.  Weekday  schools  encourage  children  and  young 
people  to  recognize  religion  as  being  important  enough 
to  rank  with  other  public  school  interests  and  subjects. 

8.  Weekday  schools  recognize  "separation  of  church 
and  state"  in  the  proper  understanding  of  that  term. 

Some  Criticisms  of  Weekday  Church  Schools 

1.  Such  schools  introduce  another  atomistic  element 
into  the  already  broken-up  experiences  of  children. 

2.  They  are  often  unrelated  to  the  life  of  children 
either  in  the  home,  the  local  church,  or  in  the  public 
school. 

3.  They  emphasize  differences  between  religious 
groups  by  "herding"  each  group  of  children  separately. 

4.  Weekday  church  schools  are  often  established  with- 
out adequate  study  and  planning. 

5.  Mass  education,  as  practiced  in  some  situations,  is  a 
most  unsatisfactory  procedure. 

6.  Many  communities  fail  to  co-ordinate  weekday  re- 
ligious instruction  with  other  agencies  in  the  communi- 
ties. 

7.  Many  systems  of  weekday  schools  remain  unrelated 
to  the  program  of  Christian  education  already  being 
carried  on  in  the  community. 

8.  Released  time  is  the  beginning  of  state  control  over 
religion. 

9.  Interchurch  co-operation  in  most  communities  is 
not  sufficiently  advanced  to  make  co-operative  weekday 
schools  really  successful. 


ADULT  DISCUSSION  OUTLINE 

Adults  and  Missions 

Part  II.    What  May  the  Apostolic  Church  Teach  Us 

About  Missionary  Achievement? 

Scripture:    Acts  1-7 
Sunday,  January  11 

I.  The  Problem 

1.  Some  churches  seem  to  lack  the  essentials  for  mis- 
sionary achievement.  They  are  not  growing  in  member- 
ship at  home  as  they  should.  They  are  not  evangelistic. 
They  seldom  if  ever  have  volunteers  for  mission  work, 
at  home  or  abroad.  They  support  no  missionaries  on 
the  field. 

2.  The  early  church  was  successful  in  spreading  the 
gospel. 

3.  The  world  seriously  needs  the  Christian  message 
today. 

II.  Some  Factors  That  Made  for  Missionary  Success  in 
the  Early  Church 

1.  Jesus'  parting  words  are  to  be  taken  seriously  (Acts 
1:8;  Matt.  28:  19,  20). 

2.  Church  officers  must  be  carefully  selected  as  to  fit- 
ness and  consecrated  for  their  work  (Acts  1:12-26;  6:1-7). 

3.  The  membership  must  be  united  in  one  great  spir- 
itual fellowship  (Acts  2). 

4.  Preaching  and  good  works  must  go  together  (Acts 
3  and  4). 
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5.  No  one  can  look  upon  the  things  he  possesses  as  his 
own  (Acts  4:32—5:12). 

6.  The  church  must  believe  that  the  gospel  is  for  all 
races,  classes,  and  peoples  (Acts  10  and  11). 

III.  Discussion 

1.  At   what   point   or  points   is  your  church   weak? 
Strong? 

2.  At  what  points  will  you  make  definite  effort  to  im- 
prove your  church  and  its  program? 


1  CORRESPONDENCE    ^^= 

Are  You  Doing  Your  Share? 

Are  you  helping  your  church  to  grow?  Are  you  put- 
ting to  use  every  talent  God  has  given  you?  If  not,  then 
you  are  not  doing  your  part  toward  the  growth  of  the 
church. 

God  has  given  each  of  us,  from  the  youngest  to  the 
eldest,  a  talent.  To  some  he  has  given  many  and  greater 
talents;  to  some  fewer  and  smaller  ones. 

In  Matt.  25  we  read  of  the  parable  of  the  talents.  In 
which  place  do  you  find  yourself?  The  one  given  five 
talents,  two  talents  or  one?  Have  you  traded,  as  did  the 
characters  in  the  parable,  doubling  the  number  of  tal- 
ents received;  or  have  you  digged  in  the  earth  and  hid 
the  Lord's  money,  thinking  that  one  small  talent  can 
pay  no  dividends? 

When  I  think  of  the  many  fine,  yet  hidden  talents 
throughout  the  brotherhood  in  our  smaller  as  well  as 
larger  churches,  I  cannot  help  but  ask  why  this  should 
be  so. 

The  world  is  looking  to  the  church  in  these  chaotic 
and  perplexing  times.  Are  we  slipping  backward,  stand- 
ing still,  or  are  we  going  forward  in  new  strength  and 
with  a  new  determination  in  spite  of  adversity?  If  not, 
we  are  declining,  for  there  is  no  such  thing  as  standing 
still  in  God's  work. 

Why  not  take  an  inventory  of  our  abilities?  Let  us 
dig  up  those  hidden  talents.  They  will  need  polishing 
and  refining,  to  be  sure.  Why  not  resolve  to  use  even 
the  smallest  talent  we  may  possess,  thus  helping  the 
church  to  grow? 

God  has  entrusted  each  of  us  with  some  task.  He  has 
not  placed  us  here  empty  handed.  To  each  of  us  he  has 
given  a  charge  for  which  we  are  responsible.  Perhaps, 
as  never  before,  the  church  needs  men,  women  and 
young  people  with  a  mind  to  work. 

It  has  been  said  that  to  any  individual  with  a  task  but 
no  vision,  work  is  drudgery;  that  a  vision  without  a  task 
is  only  a  dream;  that  a  vision  with  a  task  means  victory. 

Let  each  of  us  find  our  hidden  talents  even  though 
they  may  bring  real  tasks  to  perform.  Let  us  pray  for 
vision  that  we  may  be  fruitful  and  helpful,  even  though 
it  may  be  in  a  small  way. 

James  says,  "If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask 
of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally."  That  is  proof 
enough  that  God  will  accept  no  excuse  for  our  inability 
to  cultivate  the  talents  he  has  given  us. 

He  has  further  promised,  "If  ye  abide  in  me  and  my 
words  abide  in  you,  you  shall  ask  what  ye  will  and  it 
shall  be  done  unto  you." 

When  you  are  asked  to  be  responsible  for  any  part  of 
the  church  program  this  coming  year,  why  not  answer, 
"I'll  do  the  best  I  can."    Perhaps  in  your  own  strength 


it  would  be  impossible,  but  trusting  in  him  by  whom  all 
things  are  made  possible,  you  cannot  fail. 

What  great  things  could  be  accomplished  in  the  church 
throughout  this  year  if  we  claimed  these  marvelous 
promises  in  using  every  talent  he  has  given  us!  How 
the  church  would  flourish  and  grow!  We  would  grow 
in  spirit,  truth,  righteousness  and  even  in  numbers — 
making  a  better  church  of  better  people. 

Adel,  Iowa.  Nettie  Hildreth  Reiste. 


"Help  Those  Women" 

When  the  Apostle  Paul  first  came  to  Philippi  he  found 
certain  women  down  by  the  riverside  where  prayer  was 
wont  to  be  made.  Before  he  left  there  was  a  well  or- 
ganized church.  After  many  years,  when  he  was  in 
prison  in  Rome,  he  wrote  an  epistle  to  the  Philippians. 
In  it  he  exhorted  the  church  to  "help  those  women." 

This  is  a  timely  exhortation  for  our  day  and  for  our 
men's  organizations.  Our  noble  W.  C.  T.  U.  ladies  are 
doing  a  fine  work  along  temperance  and  social  lines, 
while  our  men  are  leaning  on  the  shovels  and  voting 
with  the  old  parties.  Consequently  our  youth  are  not 
properly  safeguarded,  and  our  country  will  go  the  way 
of  the  rest  of  the  nations  unless  we  repent. 

We  have  a  fine  school  system,  perhaps  the  best  in  the 
world,  to  develop  our  youth  physically,  intellectually 
and  morally;  yet  after  they  are  grown  we  permit  the 
liquor  and  tobacco  companies  and  other  evils  that  go 
with  them  to  tempt  them  and  undo  all  we  have  built  up. 
We  make  cannon  fodder  of  our  best. 

"If  my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall 
humble  themselves  and  pray  and  seek  my  face,  and 
turn  from  their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I  hear  from 
heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal  their 
land"  (2  Chron.  7:14). 

Newton,  Kans.  U.  S.  Royer. 


From  a  Retired  Pastor  of  Wide  Experience 

Just  as  the  ideal  in  fact  is  better  than  in  fiction,  so  is 
Meet  Henry  Kurtz  a  better  book  than  the  best  fiction. 
It  is  a  biography,  the  story  part  filling  in,  in  appropriate 
and  chaste  form,  what  all  would  like  to  know  in  fact. 
Source  material  is  clearly  discerned,  thus  enabling  the 
reader  to  appreciate  not  only  the  high  ideals  but  the 
splendid  achievements  of  Henry  Kurtz  in  his  devotion 
to  Christ  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  church. 
During  the  first  half  of  the  19th  century  he  was  a  true 
seer  who  anticipated  the  only  solution  for  unity  at  a 
time  when  disintegration  was  imminent,  and  yet  could 
in  a  great  part  be  avoided — at  a  time  when  barely  "300" 
thought  he  might  be  right.  And  he  was  right  as  the 
history  of  the  church  reveals. 

The  book  will  be  read  by  the  "threescore  and  ten" 
who  will  enjoy  living  over  "the  good  old  days."  It 
should  be  read  by  all  others  for  inspiration  to  work  like- 
wise heroically  in  solving  for  Christ  and  the  church 
the  problems  of  today. 

Meet  Henry  Kurtz  is  a  credit  to  the  author,  and  to  the 
field  of  Christian  literature,  and  an  honor  to  the  church 
for  which  it  is  written. 

The  Story  of  Our  Church 

The  story  of  our  church  is  an  alluring  one  for  every 
member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren.  The  book  so 
named  contains  but  190  pages,  and  yet  it  relates  the 
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vital  events  of  our  church  history.  Beginnings,  or  the 
first  twenty-seven  years  of  our  history,  occupy  one 
<  fourth  of  the  book.  Every  line  carries  interest  and  ex- 
tra value  to  the  average  reader.  The  remaining  two 
centuries  of  the  history  are  well  apportioned.  Every 
phase  of  the  church  broadening  her  horizon  through 
migration  and  the  press  in  the  first  of  these  centuries, 
the  unexplainable  lapse  in  progress  that  followed,  the 
revival  and  expansion  in  the  second  century,  are  all 
told  with  pregnant  brevity  and  interest. 

"Much  in  little"  characterizes  the  appendix.  More  than 
just  cataloging  thirty-one  Brethren  publications  and  the 
starting  of  thirty-two  schools  and  colleges,  is  found  here. 

Yes,  the  wise  man  admonished  his  son  thus:  "Of 
making  many  books  there  is  no  end"  (Eccles.  12:12). 
Over  2,000  years  have  elapsed  since  that  was  said,  and 
the  press  is  groaning  under  the  making  of  books  as  nev- 
er before.  Strange,  too,  as  it  may  seem,  not  one  of  the 
following  subjects  has  been  exhausted  and  we  are  no 
nearer  the  end  of  knowing — for  example,  nature,  man, 
God,  Jesus,  eternity — than  were  Adam  and  Eve.  And 
all  we  do  know  certainly  bears  the  seal  of  the  Trinity  as 
revealed  through  Jesus  Christ,  his  Son,  and  published 
under  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

So  be  encouraged,  dear  reader,  there  is  much  yet  to 
know  and  your  mind  may  be  greatly  changed  concern- 
ing Our  Church  when  you  come  to  know  that  this  vol- 
ume lists  nineteen  books  of  a  general  nature;  sixteen  de- 
voted to  the  history  of  districts;  thirteen  to  missionary 
endeavor;  fourteen  to  biographies  and  seven  to  educa- 
tional activities.  The  author  writes  with  such  fluency 
he  is  easily  understood.    It  is  a  great  little  book! 


Two  Friends  Pass  On 


I  see  in  today's  Messenger  (Dec.  13)  notices  of  the 
death  of  two  of  my  old  friends  and  neighbors. 

J.  P.  Harshbarger  of  La  Verne,  Calif.,  passed  on  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight.  Two  years  ago  while  I  was  staying 
with  my  son  William,  near  Bro.  Harshbarger's  home,  I 
enjoyed  taking  him  out  for  a  walk,  as  he  was  blind.  He 
was  always  so  friendly  and  kind;  yes,  and  cheerful,  that 
it  was  a  pleasure  for  me  to  be  with  him.  I  knew  him 
for  thirty-three  years  and  always  found  him  the  same 
genial  kindly  man. 

The  other  was  John  Andes  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  aged 
eighty-two,  who  was  near  neighbor  to  me  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  another  such  kindly  brother.  Such  fam- 
ilies are  the  fruits  of  the  Christian  religion.  What  a 
happy  world  we  would  have  if  it  were  made  up  of  such 
families!     Such  homes  are  conducive  to  old  age. 

Elgin,  HI.  James  A.  Flory. 


Western  Montana  Is  Still  on  the  Map 

The  Rocky  Mountains  cut  us  off  from  eastern  Montana. 
The  Brethren  not  being  numerous  in  Montana,  the  east- 
ern part  belongs  to  North  Dakota  and  the  western  part 
to  Idaho  from  the  standpoint  of  state  districts.  West- 
ern Montana  has  as  yet  only  one  congregation,  located 
at  Whitefish,  well  towards  the  north  side  of  the  state. 
Ronan,  where  we  live,  is  100  miles  south  of  Whitefish 
and  much  of  the  road  lies  along  the  shore  of  Flathead 
Lake.  It  is  very  crooked  and  for  this  reason  people  of 
our  age  (above  eighty)  do  not  care  to  drive  it.  So  that 
puts  us  on  the  list  of  isolated  members.  But  one  cannot 
be  wholly  isolated  so  long  as  the  good  Gospel  Messenger 


comes  weekly.  Moreover,  we  are  provided  with  non- 
resident literature  which  ties  us  still  more  closely  to  the 
church.  Not  wishing  to  take  too  much  space  in  the 
busy  Messenger,  we  thank  God  for  blessings  past  and 
present,  and  for  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

Ronan,  Mont.  Samuel  and  Clara  Bowser. 


MATRIMONIAL 


Please  note  that  the  fifty  cents  required  for  the  publication  of 
a  marriage  notice  may  be  applied  to  a  three  months'  Gospel 
Messenger  subscription  for  the  newly-married  couple.  Request 
should  be  made  when  the  notice  is  sent,  and  full  address  given. 

Bowers-Porter. — By  the  undersigned,  Nov.  21,  1941,  at  the  La 
Verne  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Amos  Eugene  Bowers  and  OraLea 
Ellen  Porter.— Roy  A.  Crist,  La  Verne,  Calif. 

Brown-Kline. — At  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Nov.  29,  1941,  Bro. 
Delbert  Devon  Brown  and  Miss  Eileen  Kline,  both  of  Syracuse, 
Ind.,  by  the  undersigned. — R.  C.  Wenger,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 

Hill-Clayton. — By  the  undersigned,  assisted  by  H.  G.  Shank,  in 
the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Nampa,  Idaho,  Nov.  29,  1941,  Enos 
V.  Hill  and  Eleanor  Clayton,  both  of  Nampa. — M.  S.  Frantz, 
Nampa,   Idaho. 

Hyslop-Diediker. — Ray  Hyslop  and  Matilda  Diediker,  both  of 
Chicago,  Oct.  25,  1941,  in  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren,  Chi- 
cago, by  the  undersigned. — Harper  S.  Will,  Chicago,  111. 

Mallery-Neuhauser. — By  the  undersigned,  Nov.  15,  1941,  Earl  L. 
Mallery  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Zona  Neuhauser  of  Owings  Mills, 
Md.— J.  M.  Prigel,  Gittings,  Md. 

Maseman-Long. — Herman  Maseman  of  Pekin,  111.,  and  Velda 
Long  of  Chicago,  Dec.  6,  1941,  in  the  First  Church  parsonage, 
Chicago,   by   the   undersigned. — Harper   S.   Will,   Chicago,   111. 

McDonough-Sheller. — By  the  undersigned,  in  the  Ivester 
church.  Homer  McDonough  of  Grinnell,  Iowa,  and  Jean  Sheller 
of  Eldora,  Iowa,  Nov.  30,  1941.— Earl  M.  Frantz,  Grundy  Center, 
Iowa. 

Shaffer-Weaver. — By  the  undersigned,  at  the  parsonage,  Dec.  2, 
1941,  Clair  R.  Shaffer  and  Sister  Hilda  F.  Weaver,  Hooversville, 
Pa. — I.  S.   Long,  Baltimore,   Md. 


FALLEN  ASLEEP 


Bucher,  Esther  Fry,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa., 
Mar.  23,  1861.  She  was  one  of  seven  children,  five  girls  and  two 
boys,  born  to  the  late  John  and  Eliza  Shaner.  All  of  her  broth- 
ers and  sisters  preceded  her  in  death.  She  died  at  the  home  of 
her  oldest  son,  Isaac  S.  Bucher,  of  Harleysville,  Pa.,  Aug.  30, 
1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jacob  K.  Bucher  Oct.  17, 
1878,  and  to  this  union  seven  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born. 
Her  husband  and  two  sons  preceded  her  in  death,  her  husband 
having  departed  this  life  Oct.  31,  1927.  Sister  Bucher  was  for- 
merly of  the  Lutheran  faith  but  was  baptized  into  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  Oct.  17,  1902,  in  the  Indian  Creek  congregation,  in 
which  she  was  an  esteemed  member.  Several  years  after  her 
reception  into  the  church  her  husband  also  was  received  into 
church  fellowship  through  baptism,  and  of  the  six  children  who 
survive,  four  are  also  members  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren. 
Sister  Bucher  was  of  a  genial  disposition  and  always  willing  to 
give  of  her  time  and  her  means  to  the  cause  she  loved,  for  she 
treasured  highly  her  spiritual  relationship.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  at  the  home  of  her  son  and  at  the  Indian  Creek 
church  by  Elders  Elmer  M.  Moyer,  Reuben  H.  Brumbaugh  and 
the  writer.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery 
where  her  husband  also  was  laid  to  rest. — A.  A.  Price,  Harleys- 
ville, Pa. 

Christner,  Amos  D.,  son  of  the  late  Jacob  G.  and  Sarah  Davis 
Christner,  was  born  at  Davistown,  Pa.,  and  died  on  Nov.  7,  1941, 
at  his  home  near  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  where  he  had  resided  for 
the  past  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mt.  Joy 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years  and  served  in  the  free 
ministry  until  the  pastorate  was  established.  All  his  life  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade,  that  of  a  building  contractor,  until  five  years 
ago  when  he  retired  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  is  survived 
by  his  widow,  Sister  Annie  Christner,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, a  brother,  and  a  sister  and  four  great-grandchildren.  One 
son  preceded  him  in  death.  The  undersigned  officiated  at  the  fu- 
neral services  which  were  conducted  at  the  Mount  Joy  church. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery.— F.  A.  Myers, 
Connellsville,  Pa. 

Dixon,  Wilburn,  son  of  Leslie  and  Enela  Nesbit  Dixon,  was 
born  Nov.  3,  1903,  in  Bath  County,  Ky.,  and  died  Nov.  18,  1941, 
at  his  home  near  Cedar  Mills,  Ohio.  He  never  complained,  even 
in  his  most  serious  condition,  although  he  suffered  long.  He 
maintained  a  calm  faith  in  God  and  prayed  that  he  might  be 
taken  to  his  heavenly  home.  Wilburn  was  received  into  the 
Bethany  Church  of  the  Brethren  by  baptism  Oct.  21,  1932.  He 
loved  his  church  and  was  a  worker  for  the  upbuilding  of  God's. 
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kingdom.  His  pleasing  disposition  and  sterling  character  won 
for  him  hosts  of  friends  and  the  admiration  and  respect  of  every 
one.  He  was  always  happiest  when  in  his  home,  surrounded  by 
loved  ones.  He  leaves  his  mother,  two  sisters  and  one  brother. 
His  father  and  five  sisters  preceded  him  in  death.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  the  undersigned  at  the  Bethany  Church 
of  the  Brethren  with  interment  in  the  Copas  cemetery. — Fred  E. 
Woodie,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Eshelman,  Emery  Jacob,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Kurtz 
Eshelman,  was  born  Oct.  28,  1886,  near  Hartville,  Ohio,  and  died 
Nov.  24,  1941,  at  his  farm  home  at  New  Milford,  Ohio.  On  Oct. 
27,  1907.  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hattie  Eby.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His 
good  wife  departed  this  life  July  26,  1924.  On  Oct.  28,  1925,  he 
was  married  to  Vera  Hoffman  of  Akron,  Ohio.  In  early  life 
Bro.  Eshelman  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  in  which 
faith  he  lived,  loved  and  served  well  to  the  end  of  his  life.  In 
1921  his  church  called  him  to  the  ministry.  While  he  did  not  do 
a  great  deal  of  preaching,  he  magnified  his  office  in  exemplary 
living  and  serving.  Two  weeks  before  his  passing  he  called  for 
the  anointing  service,  which  brought  him  great  peace  of  mind 
and  comfort  of  spirit.  Bro.  Eshelman  was  a  kind  and  loving  hus- 
band and  father,  a  good  and  helpful  neighbor  and  a  friend  to 
many.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  one  son,  two  brothers,  one 
sister  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends. — Dorothy  Frame, 
Kent,   Ohio. 

Fike,  Edwin,  son  of  Rebecca  and  Levi  Fike,  was  born  Mar.  28, 
1875,  in  Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  and  departed  this  life  on  Dec.  1, 
1941,  in  the  Saginaw  general  hospital.  He  moved  to  Lenawee 
County,  Mich.,  with  his  father's  family  in  1889.  On  May  27.  1897, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Carrie  Wotring,  and  five  daughters 
and  three  sons  were  born  to  this  union.  He  was  a  kind  and 
loving  father  and  a  friend  to  all  who  knew  him.  He  moved  to 
a  farm  near  Coleman,  Mich.,  forty-two  years  ago.  He  had  been 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  since  a  young  man.  His 
wife  preceded  him  in  death  about  ten  months  ago.  He  leaves 
his  eight  children,  a  foster  son,  twenty-four  grandchildren,  one 
sister,  four  brothers  and  many  more  relatives  and  friends.  Eld. 
Perry  Hoover  of  Beaverton  had  charge  of  the  funeral,  which  was 
held  in  the  Methodist  church  at  Coleman.  He  was  assisted  by 
Eld.  D.  P.  Schechter  and  the  undersigned. — Charles  A.  Spencer, 
Shepherd,  Mich. 

Grassmyer,  Mollie,  died  at  her  home  near  Mattawana,  Pa., 
Oct.  26,  1941,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  four  months  and  twenty- 
three  days.  Surviving  are  her  husband,  five  sons,  three  daugh- 
ters and  ten  grandchildren.  One  son  preceded  his  mother  in 
death.  In  the  community  where  she  spent  her  entire  life  she 
will  be  remembered  as  a  kind  neighbor  and  friend.  Her  chief 
interest,  however,  was  in  her  family,  to  whom  she  gave  her  un- 
tiring devotion  and  loving  service.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted in  the  Pine  Glen  Church  of  the  Brethren,  of  which  she 
was  a  faithful  member,  with  Brethren  Lawrence  Ruble  and 
Perry  L.  Huffaker  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Pine  Glen 
cemetery. — Margaret   L.    Miller,    Mattawana,    Pa. 

Hain,  Hannah  Belleman,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  eleven 
months  and  eleven  days,  passed  away  Oct.  7,  1941.  The  funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Heidelberg  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren by  Brethren  Peter  Heisey  and  H.  F.  King.  She  was  one 
of  the  oldest  members  of  this  church.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  adjoining  the  church.  Surviving  are  one  son,  one 
daughter,  eight  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grandchildren. 
— Candace   Royer,   Myerstown,   Pa. 

Henry,  K.  D.,  died  Oct.  25,  1941,  at  the  York  hospital  in  his 
sixty-second  year.  He  was  in  failing  health  for  some  time  and 
had  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  for  observation.  His  serv- 
ices were  greatly  missed  in  his  home  congregation  and  in  his 
Sunday-school  class,  of  which  he  was  the  regular  teacher  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Jenny  Houser 
Henry,  one  son  and  one  daughter  and  two  grandchildren.  The 
funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  Bermudian  church  by 
Elders  G.  W.  Harlacher,  C.  H.  Altland  and  Melvin  Jacobs.  Bur- 
ial was  made  in  Altland's  meetinghouse  cemetery. — Ruth  Mur- 
phy Harlacher,  Dover,  Pa. 

Hoots,  Edgar,  oldest  son  of  Alexander  and  Louisa  Hoots,  was 
born  in  Oakley,  111.,  Dec.  9,  1872.  In  1896  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Minnie  Williams.  To  this  union  were  born  four  sons, 
three  of  whom  survive.  The  mother  passed  away  Sept.  18,  1928. 
On  Oct.  30,  1929,  he  was  married  to  Estella  Moffet,  who,  with 
three  stepchildren,  also  survives.  He  leaves  two  brothers  and 
one  sister.  Mr.  Hoots  lived  in  Oakley  all  his  life,  serving  this 
community  as  a  blacksmith.  Failing  health  forced  him  to  retire 
several  years  ago.  With  his  wife  he  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  Oakley  in  1933.  He  lived  a  faithful  Christian 
life  to  the  end.  He  passed  away  suddenly  in  Oakley  on  Dec.  3, 
1941.  Funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Dawson-Wikoff  funeral 
home  in  Decatur,  111.,  with  Bro.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff  officiating,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  W.  T.  Heckman.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Cross 
cemetery   near  Oakley. — Idabelle   Hood,   Cerro  Gordo,   111. 

Hoover,  Harry  David,  died  at  his  home  in  York,  Pa.,  Dec.  4, 
1941,  aged  fifty-two  years,  six  months  and  twenty-six  days.  He 
was  born  and  raised  at  Hampton,  Pa.,  near  East  Berlin.  He 
had  been  ill  since  last  June.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Florence,  two 
sons,  two  daughters,  two  grandchildren  and  two  sisters.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  in  the  Mummerts  meetinghouse 
by  Brethren  Michael  Markey  and  J.  L.  Miller.  Interment  was 
made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — H.  B.  Markey,  York,  Pa. 


Holinger,  Mary  Isadora  Powless,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Powless,  was  born  near  Fairfield,  111.,  May  4,  1862.  She  came 
from  a  pioneer  family  of  that  community  and  lived  there  prac- 
tically all  of  her  life.  She  had  seven  brothers  and  two  sisters, 
all  of  whom  preceded  her  in  death.  On  Oct.  4,  1888,  she  was 
married  to  John  Hotinger,  who  passed  away  in  1932.  To  this 
union  three  children  were  born.  She  leaves  one  son,  one  daugh- 
ter, one  granddaughter  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  In 
1896  she  united  with  the  Martins  Creek  Church  of  the  Brethren 
where  she  had  always  held  her  membership.  She  lived  a  con- 
scientious Christian  life  and  was  faithful  in  church  attendance  as 
long  as  her  health  would  permit.  A  short  time  ago  she  was 
anointed  and  received  much  comfort  and  strength  from  this  serv- 
ice. She  died  at  her  home  on  Nov.  20,  1941.  Funeral  services 
were  conducted  in  the  Martins  Creek  church  by  the  writer,  as- 
sisted by  Eld.  Dow  A.  Ridgley.  Interment  was  made  in  the 
cemetery  near  by. — N.   H.   Miller,  Bourbon,   Ind. 

Kurtz,  Emma  J.  Bollinger,  was  born  Oct.  20,  1856.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  an  early  age.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Thomas  Kurtz  on  Sept.  15,  1878,  and  this  union  was 
blessed  with  two  sons.  Her  husband  died  Mar.  24,  1921.  Sister 
Kurtz  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church.  On  Dec.  20,  1939, 
she  fell  in  her  home  and  broke  her  hip.  She  never  became  en- 
tirely well  and  passed  away  in  her  home  in  Reistville  on  Aug.  2, 
1941.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  Heidelberg 
church  and  she  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  adjoining  the 
church.  Surviving  are  two  sons,  four  grandchildren  and  one 
great-grandchild. — Candace   Royer,    Myerstown,   Pa. 

Miller,  Emma  Sanford,  died  Dec.  2,  1941,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  Bruce  Sanford,  in  Independence,  Kans.,  after  a  two  years' 
illness  resulting  from  a  broken  hip.  She  was  born  April  2,  1862, 
in  Carthage,  111.,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  On  Nov.  29, 
1877,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Timothy  Sanford,  and  to 
this  union  six  children  were  born.  Her  husband  and  one  daugh- 
ter preceded  her  in  death.  She  had  been  a  resident  of  Inde- 
pendence since  1906.  In  June  1931  she  was  married  to  Bro.  W.  H. 
Miller,  who  died  July  24,  1937.  The  survivors  include  two  daugh- 
ters, three  sons  and  fourteen  grandchildren.  Mrs.  Miller  was  a 
devoted  Christian,  being  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Through  all  her  suffering  she  never  lost  faith  in  her  Lord 
and  always  had  a  cheery  word  for  those  who  visited  her.  She 
enjoyed  the  prayers  and  singing  of  those  who  gathered  around 
her  bedside  and  engaged  in  short  services  with  her.  Funeral 
services  were  held  at  the  Amos  and  Rodrick  funeral  home  with 
Bro.  Leonard  Birkin  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Mount 
Hope   cemetery. — W.  E.  Burroughs,   Independence,  Kans. 

Miller,  Jane  Jessie,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Melvina  Sams, 
was  born  Nov.  23,  1871,  near  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  and  spent  her 
entire  life  in  that  vicinity.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  S.  W. 
Miller  on  Mar.  13,  1893.  To  this  union  were  born  four  daugh- 
ters and  one  son;  one  son  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  in 
death.  In  addition  to  her  children  she  is  survived  by  two  foster 
daughters,  six  grandchildren,  three  great-grandchildren  and  one 
brother.  Death  came  suddenly  to  Mrs.  Miller  on  Nov.  29,  1941, 
as  the  result  of  a  heart  attack.  She  was  visiting  in  the  home  of 
her  daughter  in  Wichita,  Kans.,  and  that  day  had  been  spent  in 
celebrating  her  seventieth  birthday  anniversary.  Mrs.  Miller  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  when  young  and 
had  been  a  faithful  member.  She  was  held  in  high  esteem  by 
her  many  friends.  Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  with  Eld.  James  M.  Mohler  officiating.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  Sunset  Hill  cemetery. — Grace  S.  Greim,  Warrens- 
burg, Mo. 

Miller,  John  H.,  died  Nov.  1,  1941,  aged  eighty-four  years  and 
one  month.  He  was  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Welsh  Run  con- 
gregation. He  was  a  deacon  for  forty  years,  always  ready  to 
help  wherever  needed.  He  was  also  a  trustee,  being  treasurer  of 
the  church  for  about  forty-five  years.  He  was  a  very  faithful 
brother,  believing  the  principles  of  the  church  as  laid  down  by 
our  forefathers.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  as  a  wise  council- 
man. He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  one  sister.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  in  the  Welsh  Run  church  by  Brethren  Wil- 
lim  Hunsberger,  Frank  Laughlin,  C.  W.  Hunsberger  and  Russell 
Martin.  Interment  was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — John 
D.  Martin,  Mercersburg,  Pa. 

Nagle,  Thomas,  was  born  Nov.  10,  1868,  and  died  Nov.  14,  1941. 
He  passed  away  in  the  home  of  his  daughter,  having  been  pre- 
ceded in  death  by  his  wife  on  April  16,  1940.  Funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Heidelberg  church.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest 
members  at  Heidelberg.  Interment  was  made  in  the  cemetery 
adjoining  the  church.  He  is  survived  by  one  daughter  and  two 
grandsons. — Candace  Royer,   Myerstown,   Pa. 

Roberson,  Mary  Bertha,  was  born  Aug.  28,  1885,  and  died  Nov. 
28,  1941.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Thomas  W.  Rob- 
erson in  1903  and  to  this  union  were  born  four  boys  and  five 
girls.  She  had  been  in  good  health  and  her  death  came  as  a 
shock  to  the  family  and  friends.  Besides  her  husband,  she  is 
survived  by  her  nine  children,  sixteen  grandchildren,  one  sis- 
ter, one  brother  and  many  other  relatives  and  friends.  She  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Hollywood  Church  of  the  Brethren  for 
twenty-two  years  and  lived  faithful  until  the  end.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  at  the  Hollywood  church  by  Bro.  W.  E.  Cun- 
ningham. Interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Mrs. 
Irvin  Quann,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 

Shock,  Susannah  Goppard,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
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Goppard,  was  born  Mar.  15,  1859,  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind., 
where  she  spent  her  childhood  days.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
she  united  with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren,  to  which  she  re- 
mained faithful.  On  Jan.  2,  1877,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Levi  Shock:  to  this  union  twelve  children  were  born,  one  of 
whom  died  at  the  age  of  three  years.  Her  husband  passed  away 
on  Jan.  7,  1933.  Three  sons,  eight  daughters,  fifty-five  grand- 
children and  thirty  great-grandchildren  survive.  Since  coming 
to  Defiance  County  she  had  lived  the  rest  of  her  life  in  this 
vicinity  with  the  exception  of  six  years  which  were  spent  at 
Beaverton,  Mich.  For  several  months  she  was  in  failing  health 
and  on  Sunday  morning,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  two 
months  and  sixteen  days,  her  spirit  returned  to  God.  Funeral 
services  were  conducted  in  the  Poplar  Ridge  church  by  the  un- 
dersigned. Interment  was  made  in  the  church  cemetery. — Jay  F. 
Hornish,  Defiance,  Ohio. 

Striebig,  Amanda,  daughter  of  the  late  David  and  Elnora 
Markey,  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  18,  1862,  and  de- 
parted this  life  Nov.  21,  1941.  She  united  with  the  church  in  her 
youth  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  New  Fairview  church. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  Striebig.  To  them  were 
born  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom,  with  her  hus- 
band, nineteen  grandchildren  and  four  great-grandchildren,  sur- 
vive. Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  New  Fairview 
church  by  Eld.  S.  C.  Godfrey,  assisted  by  J.  L.  Miller.  Inter- 
ment was  made  in  the  adjoining  cemetery. — H.  B.  Markey,  York, 
Pa. 

Taylor,  Maggie  E.  Loop,  who  resided  for  many  years  in  the 
Cornelia  neighborhood  south  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  passed  away 
Nov.  29,  1941,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Maggart  in 
Warrensburg,  after  being  an  invalid  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor was  born  April  30,  1873,  in  Indianola,  111.,  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  thirteen  children.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander 
V.  and  Cynthia  Susan  Loop.  On  Oct.  2,  1904,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  James  Taylor,  who  died  July  28,  1920.  She  united 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  Nov.  1,  1911.  Mrs.  Taylor  is 
survived  by  four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  services  were 
held  at  the  Sweeney-Phillips  chapel  with  Eld.  James  M.  Mohler 
of  Leeton  officiating.  Burial  was  made  in  the  Shiloh  cemetery. 
■ — Grace   S.   Greim,   Warrensburg,   Mo. 

Troxel,  Jacob  M.,  was  born  July  15,  1867,  at  Cerro  Gordo,  111., 
and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Conway  Springs,  Kans.,  on 
Nov.  19,  1941.  He  was  the  last  living  child  of  a  family  of  seven. 
He  was  the  son  of  Eld.  Jacob  and  Martha  Jane  Troxel.  On  Mar. 
30,  1916,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Minnie  B.  Sipe.  To  this 
union  was  born  one  son.  Bro.  Troxel  united  with  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren  at  an  early  age  and  remained  faithful  to  the  end. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  his  son  and  a  host  of  relatives  and 
friends.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  his  pastor,  Bro. 
Paul  Thompson,  in  the  church  in  Conway  Springs.  Burial  was 
made  in  the  Conway  Springs  cemetery.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the 
Church  of  the  Brethren  for  many  years,  and  a  trustee  and  as- 
sessor for  over  forty  years. — Amos  O.  Brubaker,  Conway  Springs, 
Kans. 

Weaver,  Jessie  Eva  Morse,  died  Oct.  28,  1941,  at  her  home  in 
Bedford  County,  Pa.  She  was  born  on  May  31,  1890,  in  Rays 
Cove  and  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary  Morse.  On  May 
22,  1907,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  John  K.  Weaver,  who 
survives  with  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  one  sister  and  eight 
grandchildren.  Sister  Weaver  had  been  in  ill  health  for  several 
years  but  was  very  patient.  Some  time  before  her  death  she 
called  for  the  anointing  service.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Bethel  Church  of  the  Brethren  with  Bro.  D.  I.  Pepple  of 
Woodbury  officiating.  Interment  was  made  in  the  Bethel  ceme- 
tery.— Bertha   Snyder,   Hopewell,   Pa. 

Younce,  Sally  Mae,  aged  sixty-five  years,  died  at  the  home  of 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Sotzing,  in  West  Milton,  Ohio,  following  an  ill- 
ness of  six  weeks.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  and 
Fanny  Ellen  Harshbarger,  and  spent  most  of  her  life  in  the  West 
Milton  vicinity.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Survivors  include  the  husband,  John  L.  Younce,  a  daughter, 
two  sons,  two  sisters  and  two  brothers.  Following  brief  services 
on  Nov.  2  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sotzing,  funeral  services 
were  held  in  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  at  Zimmerman,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  H.  E.  Helstern,  pastor  of  the  West  Milton  church. 
Interment  was  made  in  the  Mount  Zion  cemetery. — Mrs.  Irvin 
Furlong,  West  Milton,  Ohio. 


^^^=    CHURCH    NEWS    ^^^= 

Delaware 

Wilmington. — Bro.  John  Barwick,  on  furlough  from  England, 
where  he  works  among  prisoners  of  war,  spoke  to  us  about  his 
work  on  Sept.  27.  Our  rally  day  speaker  was  Dr.  Miles  Mur- 
phy, a  faculty  member  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
is  the  brother  of  our  elder,  Bro.  Ross  D.  Murphy.  On  Nov.  2 
Anna  Hutchison,  a  China  missionary  on  furlough,  spoke  at  the 
morning  service.  In  the  evening  our  love  feast  and  communion 
service  was  held  with  Eld.  John  C.  Middlekauff  in  charge.  The 
men's  work  had  charge  of  the  morning  service  on  Nov.  23.  An 
offering  was  received  for  home  missions.  Bro.  C.  J.  Harris  was 
the  speaker.  The  union  Thanksgiving  service  was  held  in  our 
church  on  Nov.  27  with  Rev.  A.  B.  Frye,  a  Methodist  minister, 


preaching  the  sermon.  The  Juniata  College  Student  Volunteer 
group  presented  a  very  interesting  program  here  on  Nov.  30. 
Our  pastor- has  just  finished  a  series  of  ten  Sunday  night  ser- 
mons on  the  Lord's  Prayer.  We  have  started  a  campaign  to 
collect  1,000  feet  of  dimes  by  Dec.  31,  1942,  to  pay  off  the  par- 
sonage mortgage  of  $1,700.  Mrs.  Harry  Maxwell  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  trustees  to  act  as  special  treasurer  for  this  fund. 
Our  pastor,  Bro.  Middlekauff,  has  been  appointed  secretary  of  the 
district  service  committee.  The  ladies'  aid  is  going  to  have  part 
of  the  parsonage  papered  and  the  men's  work  is  going  to  repair 
the  parsonage  windows.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  been  reorganized 
with  Harry  Haas  as  president.  Their  discussion  groups  are  held 
every  Monday  night. — Mrs.  Merritt  Bristow,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Dec.  4. 

Florida 

Arcadia. — We  met  in  council  on  Sept.  7  and  elected  church  and 
Sunday-school  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  S.  W.  Bail  is 
our  pastor  and  Mrs.  George  A.  McDaniel  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent. Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  30  with  Bro.  Fletcher 
officiating.  This  service  was  well  attended.  The  Arcadia  church 
is  growing  in  Sunday-school  and  church  attendance.  We  have 
a  splendid  group  of  young  people.  We  have  prayer  meeting 
every  Wednesday  night.  Sixteen  were  baptized  into  the  church 
and  one  was  reclaimed.  We  hope  to  continue  to  grow  in  attend- 
ance and  in  grace.  — Mrs.  George  W.  Summeralls,  Arcadia,  Fla., 
Dec.   7. 

Winter  Park. — Our  B.  Y.  P.  D.  enjoyed  a  wiener  roast  at  Lake 
Mary  recently.  The  Pioneer  Boys  club,  directed  by  Bro.  C.  E. 
Bower,  holds  weekly  meetings.  Recently  they  went  in  a  body  to 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  in  Orlando  to  hear  Homer  Rode- 
heaver,  the  famous  singer-evangelist,  who  was  holding  meetings 
in  that  church.  The  women's  work  and  the  men's  work  com- 
bined in  a  project  to  purchase  material  to  reroof  Bethany  Hall, 
and  on  Thanksgiving  Day  the  men  put  on  the  roof  while  the 
ladies  prepared  dinner  in  Bethany  Hall.  An  informal  Thanks- 
giving service  was  held  around  the  tables  and  the  occasion  was  a 
most  enjoyable  one.  On  Thanksgiving  evening  the  girls  and 
boys  of  the  intermediate  league  met  at  the  home  of  their  di- 
rector, Bro.  J.  A.  Richard,  for  a  social.  Our  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing was  given  to  home  missions.  Our  Christmas  program  will  be 
held  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  21.  We  invite  any  Brethren  tourists 
coming  to  this  section  of  Florida  to  worship  with  us.  Our  church 
is  located  at  Clay  Street  and  Harmon  Avenue,  Winter  Park,  one- 
half  mile  west  of  U.  S.  17-92.— Chester  E.  Shuler,  Winter  Park, 
Fla.,   Dec.   8. 

Illinois 

Canton. — On  the  first  Sunday  in  October  the  Canton  church  be- 
gan using  a  unified  church-centered  finance  system,  patterned 
after  the  Baughman  plan.  We  are  finding  it  very  satisfactory. 
Our  fall  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  8  with  a  good  attendance. 
Bro.  Lester  Fike  from  Astoria  was  present  and  officiated.  Oct. 
26  was  the  twenty-second  wedding  anniversary  of  our  pastor, 
Bro.  Dumond,  and  his  wife.  They  were  pleasantly  surprised 
when,  at  the  close  of  the  morning  service,  they  were  invited  to 
the  basement,  where  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the 
church  had  gathered  to  help  them  celebrate  with  a  basket  din- 
ner. A  lovely  walnut  occasional  table  and  a  beautiful  bouquet 
of  flowers  were  presented  to  them  by  the  church  in  honor  of  the 
occasion.  Our  Sunday  evening  services  are  being  sponsored  by 
the  various  classes  and  organizations  of  the  church  and  Sunday 
school.  This  is  increasing  attendance  and  interest  in  the  eve- 
ning services.  On  Nov.  23  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  presented  the  playlet. 
The  Challenge  of  the  Cross,  under  the  direction  of  their  sponsor, 
Mrs.  Orpha  Stutsman.  The  annual  father  and  son  banquet  was 
held  Nov.  13  with  ninety-two  present.  Dr.  V.  F.  Schwalm  of 
Manchester  College  was  the  speaker.  A  public  address  system 
was  placed  in  the  auditorium  so  that  all  who  wished  could  hear 
the  message  and  program  of  the  evening.  Our  church  joined  the 
other  churches  of  Canton  in  union  Thanksgiving  services  on  Nov. 
19.  Our  pastor  delivered  the  address.  Bro.  Dumond  has  re- 
cently been  elected  president  of  the  Canton  Ministerial  Associ- 
ation. The  ladies'  aid  continues  its  weekly  meetings.  On  Dec.  3 
the  missionary  group  had  a  Christmas  program  in  place  of  the 
regular  program,  or  mission  study  book.  Our  mothers'  club  met 
with  the  clubs  of  the  other  churches  on  Dec.  2  for  a  joint  meet- 
ing. Mrs.  Thomas,  superintendent  of  the  local  hospital,  spoke  to 
our  group  recently.  A  Christmas  program  will  be  given  by  our 
Sunday  school  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  21. — Evelyn  Rose,  Can- 
ton. 111.,  Dec.   6. 

Cerro  Gordo. — On  Oct.  5  we  held  our  annual  home-coming.  On 
the  evening  of  Oct.  6  our  two  weeks'  revival  meeting  started.  We 
had  as  our  evangelist  Bro.  H.  M.  Coppock  of  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 
His  messages  were  both  interesting  and  inspirational.  We  were 
sorry  that  Bro.  Coppock  could  not  be  present  at  our  love  feast  on 
Oct.  20.  Bro.  L.  M.  Baldwin  of  LaPlace  officiated  at  this  serv- 
ice. On  the  evening  of  Oct.  24  several  of  our  membership  joined 
a  group  from  the  LaPlace  congregation  and  attended  the  evan- 
gelistic meetings  at  the  Champaign  church.  On  Oct.  26  quite  a 
number  of  our  membership  attended  a  sectional  Sunday-school 
convention,  held  this  year  in  the  Decatur  church.  Several  Sun- 
day-school classes  are  making  a  Christmas  fund  to  be  given  to  a 
family  in  our  community  who  lost  their  father  and  all  of  their 
belongings  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  their  home.  Plans  are  be- 
ing made  for  a  one  hundred  per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  club 
again  this  year.     The  primary  department  is  planning  a  Christ- 
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mas  program  to  be  given  after  Sunday  school  on  Dec.  21. — Ida- 
belle  Hood,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  Dec.  9. 

Romine. — We  had  a  good  attendance  during  our  two  weeks' 
evangelistic  service;  the  messages  were  very  inspirational. 
Forty-five  were  present  at  the  love  feast;  Bro.  George  Miller  was 
also  with  us.  On  Nov.  23  we  had  our  Thanksgiving  dinner  and 
a  Thanksgiving  program  in  the  afternoon.  Brother  and  Sister 
Stutsman  of  Girard  were  with  us  at  that  time.  Six  from  here 
attended  the  sectional  meeting  at  La  Motte  Prairie  on  Nov.  30. 
Quite  a  few  young  people  attended  a  social  at  the  Dollie  home 
at  Hurricane  Creek;  we  hope  they  will  meet  with  us  in  the  near 
future.  Our  ladies'  aid,  known  as  the  Romine  Busy  Bees,  met 
oh  Dec.  4  at  the  home  of  Sister  Sarah  Cantrell;  carpet  rags  were 
tacked  and  we  also  finished  a  baby  quilt  for  the  new  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmer  Cripps.  It  was  decided  that  the  aid  should 
send  $5  to  the  General  Mission  Board.  Our  next  aid  meeting  will 
be  at  the  church  on  Dec.  18  with  a  potluck  dinner  at  the  noon 
hour.  We  also  plan  to  have  a  Christmas  program. — Mrs.  Merritt 
Bryant,  Salem,  111.,  Dec.  8. 

Indiana 

Bethany. — Bro.  R.  H.  Miller  of  North  Manchester  came  to  us 
Nov.  9-23  in  a  series  of  meetings.  He  gave  us  wonderful  teach- 
ings of  Bible  truths.  Two  were  baptized.  Our  pastor  is  gone 
now  to  hold  two  series  of  meetings,  but  he  has  arranged  the  pro- 
gram so  we  will  have  services.  On  the  evening  of  Dec.  21  we 
will  join  in  the  community  Christmas  program  at  New  Paris. 
We  will  hold  our  Christmas  program  on  Dec.  28.  The  aid  has 
been  active  with  Sister  Jennie  Kirkdoffer  as  president.  Our 
women  of  the  two  young  married  people's  classes  met  at  the 
home  of  Mary  Gall  and  sewed  a  complete  layette  for  a  French 
baby. — Bertha  B.   Weybright,   Syracuse,   Ind.,  Dec.   10. 

Center. — We  have  had  some  soul-filling  meetings  since  the  last 
■writing.  Bro.  B.  D.  Hirt  of  the  Buffalo  church  held  our  revival 
meeting,  which  was  well  attended  and  very  inspiring.  On  the 
last  two  days  of  the  meeting  Sister  Hirt  worshiped  with  us,  for 
which  we  were  happy.  Sister  Fannie  Loucks  of  Bremen  had 
charge  of  the  music  and  very  ably  led  us  in  glorious  singing.  We 
are  thankful  to  the  neighboring  churches  for  helping  us  too. 
Many  visiting  ministers  helped  us.  On  Nov.  22  we  had  our  com- 
munion service,  which  was  very  impressive.  We  are  sorry  that 
one  of  our  members,  Bro.  James  Kessler,  has  had  a  siege  of 
sickness,  but  are  glad  to  report  that  he  is  slowly  improving. 
Thirteen  of  our  members  took  a  leadership  training  course  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  weeks.  We  are  happy  that  we  will  have  a  one 
hundred  per  cent  Gospel  Messenger  club  for  1942. — Mrs.  Dorcas 
Ritenour,  Bremen,  Ind.,  Dec.  8. 

Middletown. — We  met  for  our  business  meeting  on  Dec.  3  with 
Bro.  J.  A.  Miller  officiating.  Bro.  Miller  read  Romans  12  and 
gave  some  good  remarks.  After  the  business  session  he  spoke  on 
our  work  in  building  up  the  church.  The  Sunshine  class  and 
the  Excelsior  class  have  bought  new  hymnals  for  the  church. 
We  want  to  have  a  revival  meeting  this  spring  if  we  can  secure  a 
minister.  Bro.  Zirkle  gave  us  two  spiritual  sermons  last  Sun- 
day.— Florida   J.   E.   Green,   Middletown,   Ind.,  Dec.   5. 

Nappanee. — On  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  29,  our  pastor  and  the 
young  people  of  the  church  gave  a  program  at  the  Union  Center 
church.  During  October  the  Sunday  school  made  a  special  ef- 
fort to  increase  the  attendance  in  each  class.  On  Oct.  26  a  rally 
day,  harvest  meeting  and  home-coming  was  held.  A  number  of 
visitors  were  present.  Bro.  Howard  Keim,  pastor  of  the  Hunt- 
ington church,  was  the  guest  speaker  in  the  afternoon.  On  Oct. 
12  Bro.  John  Weaver,  the  son  of  our  pastor,  and  Bro.  Wendell 
Flory,  both  students  at  Bethany  Seminary,  brought  us  messages. 
Brother  John  Metzler  and  family  have  moved  into  our  midst 
this  past  autumn.  Their  help  is  greatly  appreciated.  Bro.  Metz- 
ler and  our  pastor  attended  the  ministers'  conference  at  Bethany 
Seminary.  Our  ladies'  aid  held  a  rummage  and  pastry  sale  on 
Nov.  1.  The  aid  has  had  a  very  busy  year,  doing  quilting  and 
candlewicking.  They  will  hold  their  annual  auction  sale  on 
Dec.  12.  When  our  pastor  was  holding  a  meeting  in  the  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  church,  two  ministers  from  adjoining  districts  filled 
our  pulpit  very  ably.  They  were  Bro.  David  Miller  and  Bro. 
Loucks  from  Bremen.  On  Nov.  2,  at  the  close  of  our  morning 
service,  a  short  service  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Philips  for  two 
of  our  boys.  Bob  Ganger  and  Wade  Geyer,  who  left  for  Camp 
Lagro  the  following  week.  Each  was  presented  with  a  gift  from 
the  church.  Our  love  feast  was  held  Nov.  13.  Bro.  John  Fred- 
erick from  Union  Center  and  Bro.  Keller  of  Bremen,  together 
with  the  home  ministers,  assisted  our  pastor  in  this  meeting.  On 
Nov.  16  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  the  district  gave  an  impressive  play, 
The  Unlighted  Cross,  to  a  large  audience.  On  Nov.  23  our  pas- 
tor was  the  speaker  at  the  union  Thanksgiving  service  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  The  women  of  our  district  held  their  an- 
nual rally  in  the  Nappanee  community  building  on  Nov.  27.  The 
speaker  of  the  day  was  Sister  Halladay  of  North  Manchester; 
she  is  state  president  of  the  Indiana  W.  C.  T.  U.  All  were  happy 
to  hear  her  splendid  messages;  The  attendance  was  reported  to 
be  about  800.  Committees  '  have  been  appointed  to  plan  our 
Christmas  programs.  This  week  the  Turkey  Creek  church  and 
our  church  women  are  sending  1,560  cookies  to  Camp  Lagro.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  our  meeting  which  will  begin  Feb.  2  with 
Bro.  Edward  Stump,  pastor  of  the  Second  South  Bend  church, 
as  the  evangelist. — Hazel  Blosser  Grasz,  Nappanee,  Ind.,  Dec.  5. 

Pleasant  Valley. — Since  our  last  report  many  events  have  taken 


place.  On  Oct.  12  Brother  and  Sister  Ernest  Bowman  were  in- 
stalled into  the  ministry;  they  are  attending  Bethany  Seminary. 
On  Oct.  19  we  held  our  harvest  meeting;  Bro.  Frank  Kreider  of 
Elkhart  Valley  gave  us  two  very  inspiring  sermons;  a  basket 
dinner  was  served  at  noon.  Our  Sunday  evening  meetings  are 
well  attended.  The  young  people  are  taking  an  active  part  in  all 
our  meetings.  Our  program  committee  is  getting  a  program 
ready  for  Christmas.  On  Nov.  23  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  of  Northern 
Indiana  gave  a  play  entitled  The  Unlighted  Cross  at  our  church. 
It  was  ably  given  to  a  large  audience.  On  Nov.  6  the  ladies  of 
the  aid  were  entertained  by  the  ladies'  aid  of  the  Florence 
church  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Harry  Oxendger.  On  Oct.  29  the 
Pleasant  Valley  and  Middlebury  churches  held  a  joint  love  feast 
at  Middlebury.  Our  aid  met  and  made  bedding  for  the  boys  in 
camp.  Our  church  and  community  were  saddened  Nov.  6  when 
one  of  our  good  deacons,  Lester  Franks,  a  young  man,  was 
stricken  with  infantile  paralysis.  He  was  taken  to  the  Robert 
Long  hospital  in  Indianapolis  and  placed  in  an  iron  lung;  at  this 
writing  his  condition  has  improved  some.  Our  prayers  go  out 
for  him.  On  Nov.  27  a  number  of  our  ladies  attended  the  wom- 
en's rally  at  Nappanee.  One  of  our  members,  Mrs.  Jennie  Ni- 
hart,  who  was  our  aid  secretary  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
been  ill  nearly  two  years;  our  prayers  also  go  out  for  her.  On 
Dec.  7  B.  F.  Hartzler  and  his  motet  singers  from  Goshen  gave  us 
a  program  of  sacred  songs.  On  Dec.  9  our  church  met  in  coun- 
cil with  Eld.  Galen  Bowman  presiding;  the  usual  business  was 
conducted.  Officers  for  the  evening  meetings  were  elected;  Les- 
ter Weltz  is  the  leader. — Lizzie  Berkey,  Middlebury,  Ind.,  Dec.  10. 

Kansas 

Lone  Star. — We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  Dec.  6  with 
Bro.  J.  M.  Ward,  our  elder,  officiating.  Our  love  feast  was  post- 
poned because  of  rain  and  bad  roads,  and  it  was  thought  best  at 
this  time  to  wait  until  our  spring  council  for  a  definite  date. 
The  church  has  been  unable  so  far  to  secure  a  permanent  min- 
ister. On  Nov.  30  we  were  fortunate  in  having  Dr.  J.  D.  Bright, 
head  of  the  history  department  of  Washburn  College  in  Topeka, 
Kans.,  deliver  a  very  interesting  lecture.  At  present  Bro.  Ira 
Brammell  of  McLouth  is  very  ably  filling  the  pulpit  until  a  full- 
time  minister  can  be  secured.  The  missionary  society  enter- 
tained recently  with  a  fellowship  meeting.  Two  adjoining 
churches  were  invited.  About  sixty  women  were  present;  after 
a  short  program  Miss  Miles,  a  returned  missionary  to  Japan,  gave 
the  address.  The  ladies  were  then  invited  to  the  basement  for  a 
social  meeting  and  delicious  refreshments.  Mrs.  Lola  Flory  is 
the  president. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Gorbutt,  Lawrence,  Kans.,  Dec.  10. 

Monitor. — Bro.  Harry  Clark  and  family  of  the  Wichita  church 
came  to  us  and  gave  some  interesting  chalk  talks;  after  a  basket 
dinner  Bro.  Clark  gave  a  talk  to  the  men.  In  October  Brother 
and  Sister  Frank  Crumpacker  were  with  us  to  show  pictures  and 
talk  on  China.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  W.  Gish,  and  wife  repre- 
sented our  church  at  the  district  conference.  Most  of  our  mem- 
bers attended  some  part  of  the  conference.  The  heavy  rains 
hindered  our  series  of  meetings  that  were  planned  for  October. 
We  hope  that  Bro.  Ernest  Sherfy  and  wife  can  be  with  us  to 
hold  a  pre-Easter  meeting.  We  enjoyed  a  worship  service  and 
basket  dinner  on  Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  church.  On  Dec.  7 
we  met  for  our  quarterly  council  with  Bro.  J.  J.  Yoder  pre- 
siding. All  church  officers  were  elected  and  our  budget  for  the 
coming  year  was  approved.  We  plan  to  put  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger in  every  church  home.  Arrangements  for  a  vacation 
Bible  school  were  made,  with  Mrs.  Gish  and  Mrs.  Mishler  as 
chairmen.  We  are  supporting  the  Civilian  Public  Service  pro- 
gram one  hundred  per  cent.  We  are  planning  a  Christmas  play 
for  Dec.  22. — Mrs.  E.  L.  Crumpacker,  McPherson,  Kans.,  Dec.  8. 

Maryland 
Broadfording. — At  our  council  meeting  Bro.  Samuel  Parmer 
was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent.  Two  new  deacons 
were  also  elected:  Brethren  Orville  Foltz  and  Samuel  Parmer. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Oct.  18  with  Bro.  O.  J.  Hassinger  offi- 
ciating. Bro.  Hassinger  conducted  a  two-week  revival  meeting 
here;  his  messages  were  inspiring  and  Spirit-filled  and  three 
united  with  the  church.  Special  music  had  been  arranged  for 
each    evening.      Sister    Olive    Egan    is    the    director    of    our    aid 
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society.  One  service  kit  has  been  donated,  170  articles  made  for 
Red  Cross  relief  work,  $8.31  given  to  a  sister  in  need,  a  collec- 
tion of  magazines  and  books  sent  to  Camp  Kane,  five  boxes  of 
new  and  used  clothing  sent  to  the  Friends  Service  Committee, 
and  eleven  comforters  sent  to  Camp  Kane.  We  are  almost  ready 
to  send  another  shipment  of  new  and  used  clothing.  Our  people 
express  themselves  as  being  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of 
serving. — Anna  Parmer,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  Dec.  6. 

Piney  Creek. — We  held  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  11.  Bro.  Clyde 
Morningstar  preached  a  very  good  sermon  and  Bro.  Oren  Gar- 
ner preached  the  examination  sermon  and  officiated.  Visiting 
brethren  were  Oren  Garner,  Clyde  Morningstar,  William  E. 
Roop,  D.  O.  Metz,  Elmer  Schildt,  Samuel  Weybright  and  Charles 
Stover.  Bro.  Garner  preached  an  inspiring  sermon  on  Sunday 
morning.  We  had  a  large  crowd  at  the  love  feast.  One  was 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism  and  eight  were  reinstated. 
We  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  us  all  that  we  can  work  together 
for  the  upbuilding  of  his  kingdom. — Mrs.  Vergie  A.  Bowers, 
Taneytown,  Md.,  Dec.  9. 

Pleasant  View. — Our  Sunday  school  observed  rally  day  Oct.  19. 
Bro.  Harvey  Martin  of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  gave  the  address,  which 
was  very  much  appreciated.  On  Oct.  5  Bro.  Earl  Flohr  and 
wife  of  Vienna,  Va.,  were  with  us.  Bro.  Flohr  gave  an  inter- 
esting and  inspiring  address  on  Peace.  Beginning  Oct.  20  a  two 
weeks'  evangelistic  meeting  was  conducted  here  by  Bro.  Millard 
Wilson  of  the  Cloverdale  congregation,  Va.  We  were  glad  to 
welcome  Bro.  Wilson  back  into  his  home  congregation.  He 
preached  fifteen  Spirit-filled  sermons  and  gave  helpful  talks  to 
the  children.  Although  there  were  no  immediate  additions  to  the 
church,  we  feel  the  membership  was  much  strengthened.  We 
were  favored  with  special  music  from  neighboring  churches. 
Our  communion  was  held  Nov.  2  with  Bro.  Wilson  officiating. 
On  Nov.  9  we  had  Bro.  Samuel  Lindsay  of  the  Timberville  con- 
gregation, Va.,  with  us.  We  were  grateful  for  the  message  he 
brought.  On  Nov.  23  we  were  fortunate  to  have  Sister  Ida  Shu- 
maker,  returned  missionary  to  India,  in  our  church.  She  gave 
two  stirring  addresses  on  her  experiences  in  India.  These  ad- 
dresses have  created  quite  an  interest  in  India.  These  services 
were  planned  by  our  missionary  director,  Sister  Pauline  Guyton, 
and  sponsored  by  the  women  of  the  church.  Our  women's  work 
is  steadily  growing.  We  now  have  approximately  thirty  mem- 
bers on  the  roll,  most  of  whom  are  active.  Our  meetings  are 
held  in  homes  once  every  month.  Our  Sunday  school  was  re- 
organized the  first  of  October  with  Bro.  Homer  Guyton  as  super- 
intendent. Our  attendance  has  increased  in  recent  months.  The 
second  Sunday  of  each  month  has  been  set  aside  for  the  reading 
of  the  Missiongrams  with  the  worship  program.  On  Dec.  7  Bro. 
Frank  Williar  of  Mt.  Airy,  Md.,  brought  us  an  inspiring  message. 
We  are  indeed  grateful  to  receive  an  orgatron  as  a  gift  to  the 
church.  This  instrument  has  been  installed  as  a  memorial  to 
Eld.  David  Ausherman  and  wife  by  their  children.  Some  im- 
provements have  been  made  within  the  church  building.  A 
larger  platform  was  built,  including  a  choir  loft.  On  Oct.  19  a 
memorial  and  dedicatory  service  was  held,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Paul  M.  Robinson,  pastor  of  the  Hagerstown  church.  He  gave  a 
very  inspiring  address.  We  also  had  with  us  a  quartet  and  guest 
organist  from  Hagerstown. — Mrs.  J.  S.  Bowlus,  Jefferson,  Md., 
Dec.  7. 

Michigan 

Midland. — A  large  delegation  from  our  church  attended  the 
Sunday-school  convention  at  Rodney  on  Sept.  14.  A  missionary 
play  was  presented  by  a  group  of  our  members  during  the  after- 
noon program.  The  fall  revival  service  closed  with  a  love  feast 
on  Sept.  28.  Eld.  Perry  Hoover  and  Bro.  Arthur  Whisler  of 
Beaverton  attended.  Eld.  Hoover  presided.  The  women's  work 
served  the  annual  chicken  supper  on  Sept.  25.  The  profit  made 
was  gratifying  and  part  of  it  was  sent  to  Bethany  Hospital. 
Oct.  5  was  observed  as  rally  day.  At  the  evening  service  the 
newly  elected  teachers  and  officers  of  the  Sunday  school  were 
installed  by  Pastor  Dickey.  Two  weeks  later  a  group  of  the 
young  men  at  Camp  Stronach,  accompanied  by  Brother  and  Sis- 
ter J.  F.  Baldwin,  presented  an  afternoon  program.  At  noon  our 
congregation  enjoyed  a  basket  dinner  with  them  in  the  church 
basement.  The  ladies'  aid  has  been  making  comforters  for  the 
camp,  and  the  Bethany  group  canned  fruit  and  vegetables  for 
the  camp  and  for  Bethany  Hospital.  The  young  adults  are  hold- 
ing monthly  Sunday  afternoon  services  at  the  county  poor  farm. 
The  midweek  meetings  are  led  by  different  members,  and  on 
Sunday  evenings  our  pastor  is  leading  us  in  a  study  of  Matthew. 
— Helen  McKimmey,  Midland,  Mich.,  Dec.  5. 

Zion. — A  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Rollins  has  just  closed.  At  each  meeting,  before  the  sermon. 
Sister  Rollins  told  a  story  to  the  children  illustrating  some  scrip- 
tural truth.  Bro.  Rollins  preached  some  strong  sermons  which 
we  trust  will  produce  a  lasting  effect.  As  an  immediate  result 
two  were  received  by  baptism.  A  number  of  others  were  deeply 
impressed  and  we  hope  will  soon  yield  to  their  conviction.  The 
Rollinses  were  here  in  a  meeting  nearly  four  years  ago  when 
nineteen  were  baptized  and  a  number  of  former  members  re- 
consecrated themselves.  We  rejoice  for  the  number  of  these 
that  are  still  faithful.  At  the  September  council  Bro.  Wilbur 
Good  was  retained  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school.  We 
are  studying  lessons  in  soul-winning  at  the  Sunday  evening  meet- 
ings during  December.  One  of  our  young  men  has  been  classi- 
fied in  4E,  but  has  not  yet  been  assigned  to  camp.     The  sisters' 


aid  society  has  contributed  material   and  Bibles  to   Camp   Stro- 
nach.— W.  H.  Good,  Prescott,  Mich.,  Dec.  10. 

Montana 
Whilefish. — On  Dec.  4  our  church  met  in  regular  council  to 
elect  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Bro.  A.  R.  Fike  was  chosen 
elder.  Bro.  Hahn's  wife  was  installed  in  the  deacon's  office.  On 
Dec.  5  the  ladies'  aid  held  a  bazaar  and  bake  sale  which  netted 
them  $33.  They  are  doing  good  work.  We  are  planning  to  have 
a  Christmas  program.  Bro.  Becker  is  going  to  broadcast  over  the 
radio  Dec.  6,  8,  9;  he  is  also  going  to  give  a  talk  at  the  Metho- 
dist church  on  Dec.  11.  The  ladies'  aid  sold  Christmas  cards  and 
calendars  which  netted  them  $20. — Lewis  Fry,  Whitefish,  Mont., 
Dec.   7. 

Ohio 

Black  Swamp. — Our  evangelistic  meetings  closed  Nov.  2  with 
a  love  feast.  Bro.  John  H.  Good  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  was  our 
evangelist.  He  brought  sixteen  soul-winning  sermons.  As  a  di- 
rect result  of  the  meeting  five  were  baptized  and  one  awaits  the 
rite.  Much  good  was  accomplished  for  the  members  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  for  others.  About  135  members  participated 
in  the  communion  service,  which  was  held  by  candlelight.  A  few 
members  from  the  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  Toledo  were 
present.  Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Dec.  4.  It  was  de- 
cided that  the  church  would  take  over  the  work  of  the  Douglas 
mission  under  the  direction  of  Brethren  Garner,  Walter  Kurfie, 
Elmer  Hanely  and  Leo  Crago.  Sister  Ruth  Wise,  who  recently 
moved  to  the  Delta  church,  has  been  granted  her  church  letter. 
A  recent  marriage  performed  in  the  church  was  that  of  George 
Garner,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Margaret  Watte.  The  committee  for  the 
Christmas  program  has  the  work  well  under  way  and  the  chil- 
dren are  beginning  their  practice. — Mrs.  Harold  Johnson,  Mill- 
bury,  Ohio,  Dec.  9. 

Canton. — Our  pastor  has  suggested  that  our  motto  be  "Attempt 
great  things  for  God;  expect  great  things  from  God.  If  God  is 
your  partner,  make  your  plans  large!"  Each  quarter  we  have  a 
workers'  conference  for  all  church  and  Sunday-school  officers, 
committees,  teachers  and  assistants.  New  hymnals  have  been 
purchased  for  our  children's  department.  Sister  Basile  spends 
much  time  and  effort  teaching  the  children  to  become  workers 
for  the  Master.  On  Nov.  23  the  children  led  the  worship  service; 
their  theme  was  Thankfulness.  We  observed  rally  day  on  Sept.  14 
with  good  attendance.  On  Sept.  25  we  had  our  first  church  fam- 
ily fellowship  supper  with  the  newcomers  in  our  midst  as  our 
special  guests.  We  are  planning  to  make  this  a  quarterly  event. 
Installation  services  for  the  church  and  Sunday-school  officers 
and  teachers  were  held  Sept.  28.  The  following  Sunday  was 
church  roll-call  day.  The  film  of  The  Church  in  Action  in  Amer- 
ica was  shown  Oct.  7.  On  the  morning  of  our  communion,  Oct. 
26,  it  was  our  privilege  to  have  with  us  Bro.  H.  Stover  Kulp;  he 
gave  us  a  clearer  insight  into  the  work  of  the  Africa  mission. 
Nov.  2  was  Christian  family  day;  thirteen  babies  were  presented 
by  their  parents  for  consecration  in  a  beautiful  service.  There 
are  now  twenty-three  members  in  our  cradle  roll.  On  Nov.  7  the 
fathers  and  sons  held  their  banquet  with  Bro.  R.  V.  Bollinger  of 
Ashland  College  as  speaker.  During  four  Sunday  evenings  in 
November  the  choir  gave  a  presentation  of  the  bases  of  the  gos- 
pel. The  four  churches  in  the  northwest  section  of  the  city 
held  Thanksgiving  services  in  our  church  with  our  pastor  giving 
the  sermon.  We  are  studying  the  story  of  our  church  in  our 
Sunday  evening  study  group.  Wednesday  evenings  are  church 
nights,  when  three  quarters  of  an  hour  is  given  to  prayer  and 
Bible  study,  after  which  the  choir  and  various  committees  meet. 
The  fifth  Sundays  have  been  set  aside  as  assistants'  days  in  our 
Sunday  school,  when  the  assistant  teachers  and  officers  are  given 
an  opportunity  to  serve.  The  Brethren  Service  Committee  mem- 
bers, pastors  and  other  workers  of  Northeastern  Ohio  held  an 
all-day  meeting  in  our  church  Dec.  1.  Bro.  M.  R.  Zigler  inter- 
preted the  work  of  the  Church  of  the  Brethren  in  wartime.  On 
Dec.  7  we  were  privileged  to  have  one  of  the  county  Prince  of 
Peace  contests  held  in  our  church;  five  young  people  participated. 
Our  women  have  been  making  comforters  and  preparing  clothing 
for  relief  and  making  bedding  for  Civilian  Public  Service  camps. 
The  men  have  made  our  building  more  attractive  by  sanding  and 
refinishing  the  floor  and  carpeting  the  aisles  and  pulpit.  One  has 
been  baptized.  Good  attendance,  lively  interest,  friendly  fellow- 
ship with  newcomers  and  united  support  of  a  definite  program  of 
action  are  all  evidences  of  growth. — Cora  B.  Masters,  Canton, 
Ohio,  Dec.  9. 

Kent. — Our  Sunday-school  superintendent,  Mark  Miller,  has 
been  retained  for  another  year.  At  present  the  teachers  are 
busily  engaged  in  preparations  for  our  Christmas  program.  At 
a  recent  council  meeting  we  elected  Bro.  Wilmer  Petry  of  East- 
wood for  our  elder.  Bro.  G.  S.  Strausbaugh  of  Columbiana  was 
unanimously  called  to  be  our  pastor,  and  the  installation  serv- 
ice and  home-coming  were  held  on  Oct.  5.  Our  new  pastor  de- 
livered the  inorning  sermon  and  Bro.  Holsinger  of  Mogadore  the 
installation  sermon  in  the  afternoon.  We  had  a  large  attendance 
and  enjoyed  special  music  from  several  near-by  churches.  Our 
revival  meeting  began  Oct.  19,  continuing  for  two  weeks  with 
our  pastor  in  charge.  We  received  challenging,  Spirit-filled  mes- 
sages each  evening.  Three  were  baptized  as  a  result,  and  the 
meetings  closed  with  an  impressive  love  feast  on  Nov.  4.  Oct.  28 
was  the  birthday  anniversary  of  both  our  pastor  and  Bro.  Emery 
Eshelman,  so  we  enjoyed  a  brief  social  time  after  the  evening 
service,  serving  ice  cream  and  cake  in  the  church  basement.    Our 
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pastor  was  in  a  revival  meeting  at  Owl  Creek  Nov.  9-23.  During 
his  absence  the  pulpit  was  filled  by  neighboring  ministers.  We 
appreciated  the  Eastwood  young  people  showing  us  the  slides 
of  our  Civilian  Public  Service  camps  on  Nov.  16.  Bro.  Wilmer 
Petry  took  the  pictures.  We  have  sold  our  former  parsonage  and 
purchased  a  larger  two-story  home  near  the  church,  upon  which 
improvements  are  now  being  made.  We  are  looking  forward  to 
a  prosperous  future  for  the  Kent  church. — Dorothy  Frame,  Kent, 
Ohio,  Dec.  8. 

Pennsylvania 

Codorus. — Because  of  an  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  our 
revival  meeting  which  was  to  have  been  held  at  Shrewsbury  in 
August  was  postponed  and  will  be  held  sometime  in  the  future. 
This  quarantine  lasted  about  six  weeks  and  the  programs  planned 
for  the  different  churches  were  not  held.  The  daily  Bible  school 
that  was  going  on  at  the  time  was  brought  to  a  close  and  the 
program  planned  for  the  closing  night  could  not  be  held.  The 
young  people  had  charge  of  the  school,  and  the  attendance  and 
interest  were  good.  On  Oct.  6  our  council  was  held  at  Codorus, 
at  which  time  the  delegates  for  district  meeting  were  chosen. 
They  were  S.  C.  Godfrey,  Samuel  Lerew,  George  Keeny  and 
Harry  Hartman.  On  Oct.  12  our  young  people  sponsored  a  pro- 
gram at  Shrewsbury;  four  students  from  Elizabethtown  College 
were  present  and  gave  the  program.  On  Oct.  19  our  love  feast 
was  held  at  Codorus  with  services  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sun- 
day. Eld.  Howard  Danner  presided.  On  Nov.  9  Eld.  M.  B. 
Mentzer  of  Chambersburg  was  present  at  the  Shrewsbury  love 
feast  and  presided.  Both  services  were  well  attended. — Mary  A. 
Lehman,   Dallastown,  Pa.,  Nov.  21. 

Everett. — During  the  pastor's  absence  this  fall,  messages  were 
given  by  Brethren  C.  O.  Beery,  Isaac  Wareham  and  Alfred 
Replogle.  Our  harvest  home  sermon  was  preached  by  the  late 
Bro.  D.  B.  Maddocks.  An  offering  for  the  Old  Folks'  Home  was 
received.  Extensive  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  kitch- 
ens of  the  church  and  parsonage.  Most  of  the  work  was  done 
by  the  men  of  the  church.  The  district  men's  work  conference 
was  held  in  our  church  and  217  enjoyed  the  banquet.  Rally  day 
was  observed  Oct.  5.  The  program  was  interesting  and  all  the 
departments  took  part.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  has  reorganized  and  is 
having  splendid  meetings.  Our  love  feast  was  held  on  Nov.  2 
with  a  good  attendance.  A  donation  of  canned  fruits  and  vege- 
tables was  given  to  Camp  Kane  from  our  church.  Sixteen  have 
been  added  by  baptism  since  our  last  report. — Mrs.  Charles  R. 
Saher,  Everett,  Pa.,  Dec.  10. 

Hanover. — Our  series  of  meetings  which  were  to  begin  in  Au- 
gust were  canceled  because  of  an  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis. 
Unfortunately,  this  is  the  second  time  that  Bro.  David  H.  Sna- 
der's  engagement  here  as  an  evangelist  has  been  recalled.  Bro. 
B.  C.  Whitmore  of  Wheaton,  111.,  a  former  resident,  visited  ac- 
quaintances here  and  also  brought  us  the  message  on  Sept.  28. 
Our  delegates  to  district  meeting  were  Horace  Walker,  J.  M. 
Stauffer  and  Vernon  Grim.  Bro.  J.  E.  Myers  was  re-elected  as 
our  elder  for  another  three-year  period.  Bro.  Paul  Kline  and 
wife  were  installed  to  the  deacon's  office  recently.  Our  Sunday 
school  reorganized  on  Oct.  5;  all  of  our  officers  were  retained; 
Bro.  M.  M.  Baugher  is  superintendent.  Our  love  feast  was  held 
on  Oct.  19.  Ralph  Lehman  brought  us  the  preparatory  morning 
message  and  Norman  Musser  spoke  in  the  afternoon  and  offici- 
ated in  the  evening.  On  Nov.  9  the  rededication  of  our  newly 
built  and  remodeled  church  was  held.  Bro.  J.  I.  Baugher 
preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  Prof.  C.  L.  Rowland  was  the 
chorister,  E.  E.  Baugher  gave  some  historical  remarks  and  J.  E. 
Myers  offered  the  rededication  prayer.  J.  M.  Stauffer  also  had 
a  part.  In  the  evening  service  John  F.  Brightbill  was  the  cho- 
rister. The  discourse  was  brought  by  Bro.  J.  Linwood  Eisen- 
berg.  The  combined  services  were  largely  attended  and  the  of- 
ferings, which  approximated  $350,  were  applied  to  the  church 
debt.  Rally  day  was  observed  on  Nov.  16.  Prof.  Ernest  Boucher 
taught  the  Sunday-school  lesson,  after  which  Bro.  Paul  Rummel 
brought  us  the  message.  The  ladies'  chorus  of  Black  Rock  ren- 
dered special  music.  On  Nov.  23  the  young  people  gave  a 
Thanksgiving  program.  At  this  service  E.  E.  Baugher  conducted 
the  installation  of  officers  of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.,  of  which  Amy 
Grim  is  president. — A.  P.  Hetrick,  Hanover,  Pa.,  Nov.  30. 

Hollidaysburg. — On  Oct.  12  we  held  our  harvest  home  program, 
which  was  sponsored  by  the  women's  missionary  society.  Dona- 
tions were  given  by  our  congregation  for  Camp  Kane.  These 
included  foodstuffs  and  money.  Our  pastor  spoke  on  the  work 
of  the  camp.  Oct.  16 — Nov.  2  we  held  our  evangelistic  services 
with  Bro.  Hertzler  of  Marion,  Ohio,  in  charge.  Eight  persons 
were  added  to  the  kingdom  as  a  result  of  these  services.  Bro. 
H.  Stover  Kulp.  a  returned  missionary  to  Africa,  spoke  at  our 
church  both  in  the  morning  and  evening  on  Nov.  16.  On  Nov.  23 
a  special  program  was  held  in  connection  with  the  dedication  of 
our  parsonage.  On  Nov.  30,  instead  of  the  regular  service,  our 
Sunday  school  presented  the  dialogue,  The  Gospel  Messenger 
Comes  to  Cedar  Grove.  We  hope  that  through  this  play  more 
of  our  members  will  see  the  value  of  having  in  their  home  the 
church    paper. — Myra   Albright,    Hollidaysburg,   Pa.,    Dec.    1. 

Lost  Creek. — Our  services  are  going  along  nicely  under  the 
leadership  of  our  full-time  pastor,  Bro.  H.  D.  Emmert,  and  wife, 
who  began  their  work  here  Oct.  1.  We  held  our  rally  day  serv- 
ice on  Sept.  28  with  a  total  attendance  of  235  and  an  offering  of 
$114.35.  Bro.  Jesse  Whitacre  was  our  guest  speaker.  We  had  a 
reception  for  our  pastor  and  wife  at  the  church.     Many  worth- 


while talks  were  given  and  a  hearty  welcome  was  extended  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Emmert.  The  ladies  made  several  comforters 
for  the  boys  at  Camp  Kane.  We  had  a  housewarming  for  Broth- 
er and  Sister  Ira  Brandt,  who  have  come  to  work  with  us.  We 
presented  them  with  andirons  for  their  fireplace,  and  money.  We 
met  in  council  on  Dec.  2  with  Elders  C.  E.  Grapes  and  Greene 
Shively  presiding.  Bro.  Ira  Brandt  was  ordained  as  elder  and 
Bro.  Emmert  and  wife  installed  as  our  pastors. — Marian  Shallen- 
berger,  McAlisterville,  Pa.,  Dec.  3. 

Midway. — On  Oct.  5  Prof.  A.  C.  Baugher  delivered  an  inter- 
esting and  inspiring  sermon.  Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  11,  12 
with  Eld.  Ralph  Schlosser  officiating.  Other  ministering  brethren 
were  Joseph  Cassel,  Ammon  Merkey  and  Harvey  Kline.  In  the 
morning  of  Oct.  19  Eld.  John  C.  Zug  delivered  an  inspiring  ser- 
mon. In  the  evening  a  musical  program  was  given  with  the 
choruses  from  the  East  Petersburg,  Pine  Grove,  Chiques,  Heidel- 
berg, Fairview,  Mountville  and  Midway  congregations  participat- 
ing. On  Oct.  26  the  Student  Volunteers  from  Elizabethtown  Col- 
lege had  charge  of  the  morning  service.  Bro.  Harold  Bomberger 
was  the  leader.  On  Nov.  2  Bro.  Henry  Bucher,  a  professor  at 
Elizabethtown  College,  delivered  a  sermon  on  education.  In  the 
evening  service  of  Nov.  23  Bro.  Lester  Bucher,  pastor  of  the 
Allentown  church,  gave  a  forceful  and  inspiring  message.  On 
Thanksgiving  morning  our  elder  brought  us  a  Thanksgiving 
message.  Beginning  Dec.  28  Eld.  Rufus  P.  Bucher  of  Mechanics 
Grove  will  start  a  series  of  meetings  here. — Mary  W.  Blouch, 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  Dec.  1. 

Reading. — Eld.  J.  S.  Showalter  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  was  in  charge 
of  a  revival  meeting  held  Oct.  13-26  which  resulted  in  seven  bap- 
tisms and  one  being  reclaimed  into  fellowship.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  most  constructive  and  reviving  to  our 
church.  On  Nov.  2  one  hundred  thirty-two  members  participated 
in  our  fall  love  feast.  Our  pastor,  Eld.  David  H.  Markey,  offici- 
ated at  this  spiritual  feast.  One  of  our  brethren,  Henry  Snyder, 
has  entered  Camp  Kane.  The  church  is  actively  supporting  the 
sacrifices  of  our  brethren  in  camp  through  contributions  and 
prayers. — Helen  G.  Markey,  Reading,  Pa.,  Nov.  22. 

Rockwood. — We  held  our  council  meeting  on  Sept.  14,  at  which 
time  we  elected  our  church  and  church-school  officers  for  the 
coming  year.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  W.  F.  Berkebile,  was  elected 
elder,  and  Milton  Hechler  general  superintendent  of  the  church 
school.  The  B.  Y.  P.  D.  president  is  Evelyn  Schrock,  and  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Saylor  is  president  of  the  ladies'  aid.  Mrs.  George  Wheel- 
ing was  appointed  chief  solicitor  for  the  old  folks'  home  quota. 
Quite  a  number  have  contributed  already.  The  installation  of  all 
officers  was  conducted  by  the  pastor.  On  Oct.  12  we  observed  our 
annual  communion  with  our  pastor  officiating.  A  large  number 
observed  this  sacred  rite.  We  recently  sent  a  kit  to  Camp  Kane. 
For  the  past  few  months  we  have  had  a  church  doctrinal  study 
in  connection  with  our  midweek  prayer  meeting.  This  proved 
interesting  and  helpful.  We  reroofed  our  church  and  are  plan- 
ning to  redecorate  the  interior  in  the  next  few  months.  The 
delegates  to  district  meeting  at  Roxbury  were  Bro.  W.  F.  Berke- 
bile and  Lena  Schrock.  Our  pastor  recently  conducted  several 
evangelistic  meetings. — Daisy  Belle  Berkebile,  Rockwood,  Pa., 
Dec.    1. 

Uniontown. — Bro.  R.  W.  Schlosser  of  Elizabethtown  preached 
for  us  Oct.  17,  18  and  conducted  our  love  feast  on  the  following 
Sunday  evening.  His  messages  were  very  helpful  and  inspiring. 
Since  August  we  have  been  without  a  pastor.  Our  local  minis- 
ters. Brethren  Glover  and  Wright,  have  cared  for  our  services. 
Our  ministerial  board  and  Sunday-school  superintendent  have 
published  our  church  bulletin  each  week.  The  average  attend- 
ance of  the  B.  Y.  P.  D.  so  far  this  quarter  has  been  twenty-six. 
We  have  been  observing  church  night  each  Wednesday  night. 
The  board  of  Christian  education  has  arranged  a  schedule  where- 
by each  board  and  committee  in  the  church  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  plan  the  devotions  and  the  program  for  a  church  night 
service.  The  attendance  and  interest  have  been  very  commend- 
able. Reports  of  our  district  meeting  were  given  by  Delegates 
Leona  Lewellen,  Mary  Fearer,  Goldie  Sumey,  Eva  Wright  and 
Quinter  Barnthouse.  On  Nov.  22  Miss  Helen  Jean  Friend,  who 
recently  returned  from  Alexandria,  Egypt,  where  she  served  as 
a  nurse  in  a  Presbyterian  hospital,  gave  a  most  interesting  mes- 
sage. We  are  working  on  our  Gospel  Messenger  club  for  the 
new  year.  Our  aid  society  meets  regularly.  The  women's  work 
has  sent  two  packets  to  Camp  Kane  and  three  bags  of  clothing 
to  China  recently.  Our  church  took  an  active  part  on  election 
day  in  the  effort  to  preserve  our  Sabbath  when  the  Sunday 
movie  question  was  considered.  We  praise  the  Lord  for  the  vic- 
tory; Sunday  movies  were  defeated  by  489  votes.  The  adults 
and  young  people  studied  the  subject,  Our  Obligation  to  the 
Lord's  Day  of  Rest  and  Worship,  for  six  weeks  prior  to  Nov.  4. — 
Mrs.  George  Wright,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Nov.  25. 

Upper  Conewago. — Because  of  the  infantile  paralysis  epidemic 
we  could  not  hold  our  annual  council  meeting  at  the  regular 
time.  After  the  ban  was  lifted  we  combined  the  annual  council 
and  quarterly  council  and  held  it  on  Sept.  27  at  the  Hampton 
house.  Elders  Henry  Miller  and  J.  M.  Stauffer  were  present  to 
take  the  voice  for  a  presiding  elder.  Eld.  J.  M.  Danner  was  re- 
elected to  that  office.  At  the  same  time  Brethren  Paul  Miller, 
Jr.,  and  Charles  A.  Weaver  were  elected  to  the  deacon's  office. 
Bro.  Titus  Sipe  was  elected  Sunday-school  superintendent  for 
East  Berlin  and  Bro.  Earl  Witter  for  the  other  three  schools. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  at  Latimore  Oct.  18,  19.  The  pre-love 
feast  services  were  well  attended  and  a  good  interest  was  shown. 
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Bro.  L.  H.  Fike  conducted  these  services  and  also  assisted  Eld. 
B.  G.  Stauffer  during  the  love  feast.  Brethren  Arthur  Hess, 
J.  M.  Danner,  Bruce  Anderson  and  Charles  A.  Weaver  were  our 
delegates  to  district  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Shippensburg 
on  Oct.  29.  Our  congregation  was  in  charge  of  the  services  at  the 
old  folks'  home  near  Huntsdale  on  the  afternoon  of  Nov.  9  Nov. 
3-16  Eld.  Peter  I.  Garber  from  West  Virginia  conducted  revival 
services  at  the  Hampton  house.  He  gave  us  some  old-time  gos- 
pel preaching  and  as  a  direct  result  three  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism  and  four  reclaimed.  We  have  begun  a 
study  in  doctrine  and  devotion  led  by  Bro.  Hess.  We  are  plan- 
ning to  have  these  studies  every  Sunday  evening  during  the 
winter  months,  alternating  with  a  Bible  study  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Bro.  S.  M.  Lehigh.  On  Nov.  23  an  offering  was  taken 
which  will  be  sent,  along  with  some  donations  of  vegetables,  to 
Camp  Kane.  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  at  the  Mummert 
house  with  Bro.  Alton  Bucher  from  Myerstown  as  the  speaker. 
An  offering  for  missions  was  taken.  We  are  expecting  Bro. 
Reuel  Pritchett  from  White  Pine,  Tenn.,  to  be  with  us  at  the 
East  Berlin  house  Dec.  5-7.— Bertha  E.  Hull,  East  Berlin,  Pa., 
Nov.   27. 

Waynesboro. — At  our  love  feast  on  Oct.  15  Eld.  Edward  K. 
Ziegler  of  York  officiated.  He  was  assisted  by  Brethren  C.  R. 
Oellig,  H.  C.  Muck  and  W.  C.  Wertz.  Our  Sunday-school  rally 
was  held  on  Oct.  19,  at  which  time  the  attendance  was  more  than 
one  hundred  per  cent  of  our  enrollment.  Forty  pupils  were  given 
recognition  for  perfect  attendance  during  the  year.  At  our  an- 
nual Sunday-school  workers'  luncheon  on  Oct.  20  a  special  con- 
secration service  was  held  for  the  officers  and  teachers  for  the 
new  year.  Much  interest  was  shown  in  the  father  and  son  ban- 
quet on  Nov.  6.  Bro.  C.  E.  Grapes  of  Greencastle,  Pa.,  preached 
for  us  on  Thanksgiving  morning;  a  missionary  offering  was  re- 
ceived. We  are  grateful  to  all  who  preached  for  us  during  the 
four  months  we  have  been  without  a  pastor.  We  expect  our 
new  pastor,  Bro.  George  Detweiler,  and  wife  to  arrive  tomorrow. 
— Sudie  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Dec.   1. 

Washington 
Olympia. — Our  church  has  an  enthusiastic  girls'  club  and  on 
Nov.  7  they  sponsored  a  dinner  at  the  church.  The  girls  did  all 
the  work  themselves  and  netted  a  profit  of  $14.  A  new  project 
was  tried  in  our  state  when  the  pastors  exchanged  pulpits  on 
Nov.  9.  Our  pastor,  Bro.  LaMar  Bollinger,  preached  in  the 
Salkum  church  and  Bro.  William  Damron  preached  for  us.  We 
appreciated  Bro.  Damron's  messages  in  both  the  morning  and 
evening.  Bro.  Bollinger  is  serving  our  church  in  a  very  accept- 
able way;  we  appreciate  his  sermons  and  work  with  us.  On 
Thanksgiving  Day  we  joined  in  the  union  services  downtown;  in 
the  evening  we  had  a  program  at  our  church  consisting  of  spe- 
cial musical  numbers,  readings  and  poems,  and  a  response  from 


nearly  everyone  present  as  to  their  reasons  for  being  thankful. 
A  service  of  this  type  always  seems  to  bring  us  closer  together. 
The  Mark  Schrock  family  will  soon  be  leaving  us  for  other  fields 
of  labor.  Bro.  Schrock  has  already  gone  to  the  Civilian  Public 
Service  camp  at  Cascade  Locks,  Oreg.,  where  he  is  in  charge. 
On  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  22,  a  farewell  party  was  given  for 
the  Schroeks,  and  it  was  also  a  reception  for  our  new  pastor, 
Bro.  Bollinger.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  Sister  Maude  Gregory  from 
our  church;  she  left  Dec.  4  for  Yakima,  where  she  will  work  with 
the  migrants  who  stay  there  when  the  work  camp  is  disbanded 
for  the  winter. — Rachel  Michael,  Olympia,  Wash.,  Dec.  4. 

Outlook. — Home-coming  day  was  held  on  Nov.  30  at  the  church. 
After  the  morning  services  a  basket  dinner  was  served  in  the 
church  basement.  In  the  afternoon  a  program  'was  given.  In 
the  evening  a  play  was  presented  by  the  young  people.  Visitors 
were  present  from  Sunnyside,  Outlook  and  Yakima.  Letters 
were  read  from  several  who  lived  farther  away  and  could  not  be 
present.  Our  community  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Bro. 
Homer  Partch.  He  had  taught  a  class  of  young  married  people 
in  our  Sunday  school  before  he  became  ill  about  two  years  ago. 
The  basement  of  our  church  has  recently  been  redecorated  by  a 
number  of  members.  It  has  been  decided  to  build  a  parsonage 
as  soon  as  a  plot  of  ground  can  be  purchased.  We  are  to  have 
a  series  of  evangelistic  services  this  winter  conducted  by  Bro. 
Murphy  of  Sunnyside.  The  council  met  at  the  church  on  Dec.  6. 
The  annual  ladies'  aid  bazaar  and  chicken  dinner  were  held  the 
middle  of  November  in  the  Outlook  grade  school  building. — Mrs. 
Oliver  Johnson,  Outlook,  Wash.,  Dec.  9. 

Richland  Valley. — Our  harvest  day  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  5 
with  a  good  attendance.  A  basket  dinner  was  enjoyed  at  noon 
and  an  all-age  program  was  presented  in  the  afternoon.  There 
has  been  one  baptism  since  the  last  report.  Our  fall  love  feast 
was  held  Oct.  25.  Several  carloads  of  our  group  attended  the 
Washington  Coast  Churches  Sunday-school  convention  on  Oct. 
26.  The  program  of  the  day  was  helpful  and  inspiring.  There 
seems  to  be  a  special  blessing  poured  out  when  groups  from  va- 
rious churches  come  together  to  worship  and  study.  We  are 
thankful  for  the  privilege  of  attending  such  meetings.  Bro. 
Wang  Tung  gave  the  address  of  the  day.  The  theme  of  the  day 
was  Building  With  Christ.  We  enjoyed  a  visit  from  Bro.  Paul 
Longanecker  Oct.  28,  29.  Sister  Isa  Click  brought  the  morning 
message  on  Nov.  9,  and  our  pastor,  Bro.  Ezra  Whisler,  preached 
on  that  Sunday  morning  in  Seattle.  Bro.  Wang  Tung  was  with 
us  on  Nov.  16.  His  talks  to  the  children  and  adults  were  inter- 
esting and  meaningful.  The  young  people  have  reorganized  their 
Sunday  evening  services  with  Tom  Quinn  as  president.  A  new 
furnace  has  been  installed  in  our  church.  It  will  add  much  to  the 
comfort  of  our  building.  A  special  Thanksgiving  service  was 
held  on  Nov.  20  with  Bro.  John  Buntain  bringing  the  message. — 
Mrs.  Harry  Steele,  Riffe,  Wash.,  Dec.  2. 


Seven    Stringed   Harp 
Hausa 


Black  and  White  in  the  Sudan 

Desmond  W.  Bittinger 

A  new  book  about  the  section  of  Africa  in  which  our  mis- 
sion is  located.    Scientifically  written,  this  book  is  a  careful 
study  of  the  historical  and  cultural  backgrounds   of  the 
people  of  the  Sudan,  and  of  our  interesting  Mission-Educa- 
tion work  among  them. 

The  author  spent  eight  years  in  this  land,  living  and  working  among 
these  interesting  peoples,  and  can  thus  give  us  an  authoritative  picture  of 
their  culture. 

Those  who  have  read  "Soudan's  Second  Sun-Up"  and  "In  the  Land  of  the 
Monkey  Bread  Tree"  will  especially  want  this  book.  Others  can  well  become 
'acquainted  with  this  author. 

Illustrated,   clothbound — Price  $1.50,  postpaid. 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  Elgin,  Illinois 
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BIBLE  STUDY  MONTHLY 

Brethren  Bible  Study  Monthly  makes  its  bow  with  the  January  1942  issue. 
Have  you  seen  it?  This  new  publication  is  replacing  the  Brethren  Teachers' 
Monthly  and  the  Home  Department  Quarterly. 

The  cover  page  of  this  new  publication  is  symbolic  of  its  function — i.e.,  to 
lift  up  the  values  of  the  Bible  in  our  homes  and  churches. 

Other  features  include:  The  Lesson  in  Everyday  Life,  Plans  for  Teaching: 
Young  People  and  Adults,  Intermediates  and  Seniors,  Juniors,  and  Primaries. 

Sunday-school  teachers  and  officers  who  use  the  International  Uniform 
Lesson  Series  will  find  in  this  publication  what  they  have  been  looking  for: 
interpretation,  suggestions,  methods  and  devotional  helps  that  are  concise, 
sound  and  practical.  The  aids  to  Bible  study  and  helps  for  family  worship 
and  personal  devotion  will  extend  the  usefulness  to  many  others.  Every  home 
should  have  a  copy  as  a  guide  to  Bible  study  and  devotions.  Home  depart- 
ments will  find  it  opening  up  new  possibilities  in  their  work. 

Price  75  cents  per  year.  In  clubs  of  three  or  more  to  one  address,  18  cents 
per  guarter  or  70  cents  per  year.  Sample  copies  gladly  sent  upon  reguest,  as 
long  as  supply  lasts. 

Same  jo£  Mte  Afau  tyeatwiel  Abe 

Guidance  for  family  worship  and  personal  devotions. 

Example  of  a  typical  Brethren  home  at  worship. 

Special  articles  on  the  use  of  the  Bible. 

Enlarged  and  rearranged  lesson  helps. 

The  lesson:   In  the  Stream  of  History,  its  Bible  Perspective,  special 

Illustration  or  object  lesson,  and  Devotional  Thoughts. 
Suggestions  for  Superintendent. 
Youth's  Viewpoint. 
Wide  Horizons. 


BRETHREN    PRIMARY    QUARTERLY 

is  also  presented  in  new  form.     More  Bible  and  a  closer  co-ordination  with  Bible 
Picture  Lesson  Rolls  and  Picture  Lesson  Cards.    New  size,  new  type,  new  stories. 

Price  per  quarter,  single  copy  8  cents.     Five  or  more  copies  to  one  address,  6 
cents  each. 


Order   From 

BRETHREN  PUBLISHING   HOUSE,   Elgin,  Illinois 
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